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remarks  on  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair 
and  Rives  as  Printers  to  the  Senate,  236 
237,  242,  248,  265 
Clayton,  Thomas,  of  Delaware,  1,  77,  102,  104 
113,  135,  147,  188,  212,  232,  236,  238 
remarks  on  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair  and 
Rives  as  Printers  to  the  Senate  -    236,  238 
Commerce,  Committee  on  -  •    J2 


bills  and  resolutions  from,  18,  40,  46,  48,  53 
65,  82,  102,  117,  130,  137,  180,204,  217 
reports  Jrom,   40,    65,  82,  87,  89,  146,  180 
Commercial  reciprocity,  memorial  on  the  sub- 
ject of-  -  -  -  -    59 
remarks  of  Mr.  Buchanan          -          59,  60 
Mr.  Calhoun          -           -  -    59 
Mr.  Davis               -           -           -    59 
Mr.  King                -           -  -    60 
Mr.  Knight             -           •  -    59 
Mr.  Webster          -    *       -  -    59 
Committees  of  the  Senate,  appointment  of     -    12 
Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate,  Committee 

on  -  -  -  -    12 

reports  from       -  -  -       119,222 

Copy  right,  bill  to  secure  to  authors  of  drama- 
tic works  their  interest  therein  -  -  129 
Counterfeiting,  bill  to  prevent  the  counter- 
feiting any  foreign  copper,  gold,  silver,  or 
.other  coin,  and  to  prevent  the  bringing 
into  the  United  States  or  uttering  any 
counterfeit  foreign  copper,  gold,  silver,  or 
other  coin  -  -  -  25,  48,  54 
Crimes  against  the  United  States,  bill  for  the 

punishment  of    -  -  25,  54,  85,  90,  94 

Crittenden,  John  J.  of  Kentucky,  I  30,  46,  50 
53,  54,  60,  65,  83,  90,  91,  94,  102,  103 
112,  114,  115,  116,  117,  137,  138,  140 
152,  353,  199 
remarks  on  bill  making  compensation  to 
New  Hampshire  for  services  of  her 
militia  -  -  -  -    83 

remarks  on  bill  for  establishing  a  perma- 
nent pre-emption  system         -  -    96 
his  amendment  thereto                -  -  137 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  establishing  a  uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy     -           -  143 
Cumberland  road,  bill  to  provide  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the,  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois          ...  208 
Currituck  inlet,  bill  to  abolish  port  of  delivery 

at  115,  117 

Cuthbert,  Alfred,  of  Georgia,  180,  199,  218,  226 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  joint  resolu- 
tion proposing  to  amend  so  as  to  limit 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
one  term         -  -  -  -    25 

joint  resolution,  proposing  to  amend,  so 
as  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  and  inferior 
courts  of  the  United  States      -         18,  41 


Davis,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  1,  16,  18,  30,  59 
resolution  submitted  by  -  -  -    1 6 

remarks  on  commercial  reciprocity         -     59 
Debt,  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  abeliah 

imprisonment  for,        12,  15,  40,  41,  46,  97 

remarks  of  Mr.  King     -  -  -    41 

Mr.  Norvell    -  -  -  -    4V 

Mr.  Wall        -  -  -  -    41 

Delaware,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 

State  of  -  -  -  135, 168, 213 

Deposite  banks,  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  extend  further  indul- 
gence to  certain  of  the     -  -  -    97 
Despatch,  British  brig,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

owners  of  the      -  160 

Detroit,  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  to  provide 
for  the  adjustment  of  titles  to  land  in  the 
town  of,  and  Territory  of  Michigan,  13,  15, 25 
District  of  Columbia,  Committee  on  -  -     13 

bills  reported  from      -       30,40,71,115 
lunatics  in,  bill  making  temporary  provi- 

vision  for        -  -  90,  112,  114 

penitentiary  of  the,  annual  report  of  the 

board  of  inspectors  of  129 

letters  testamentary  to  alien?,  dbc.  in,  bill 

granting  -  -       46, 71, 160,  165i 

evidence  in,  bill  to  provide  for  taking,  54,  117 
(See  Washington,  Georgetown,  Alexandria.) 
Dixon,  Nathan  F.  of  Rhode  Island,  1,  44,    1041 

119,  191, 
remarks  on  the  resolution  to  go  into  the 
election  of  Printer       -      •     -  -   1931 

Drawback  on  foreign  merchandise  exported  in 
the  original  packages  to  Chihnaba  and 
Santa  Fe  in  Mexico        -         15,  40,  60,    8! 
Engrossed  Bills,  Committee  on  -     Hi 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Equitable  commissions,  bill  to  authorize  the 
pa>  incut  of,  to  the  agents  or  attorneys  of 
persons  in  whose  favor  awards  have  been 
made  nnder  three  several  treaties  between 
the  United  States  and  certain  foreign  pow- 
ers, which  awards  have  been  retained  in 
the  Treasury  in  payment  of  debts  due  to 
the  United  Staiej  -         48,  87, 181, 183 

Evant,  George,  of  Maine      -  -        181,232 

Finance,  Committee  on  -  -    12 

Resolution  of  instruction  to        -  -^105 

Bills  reported  from,  25,  40,  87,  89,  135,  160 

176.  216 

Reports  from     -  -  -    53,89,200 

Finances,  annual  report  on   -  -6 

of  the  country,  reference  of  ihat  part  of 

President's*  message  which  treats  of    26 

remarks  of  Mr.  Webster  -  -    26 

Mr.  Wright  -  -  23,30 

Florida,  memorial  of  people  of,  for  admission 

into  the  Union  ...  137 

memorial  of  people    of,   remonstrating 
against  ceding  any  portion  of  the  Ter- 
ritory to  the  Seminoles  -  -  180 
bills  for  the  relief  of  Gad  Humphreys  and 
others              -           -           -     40, 87, 90 
Foreign  Relations,  Committee  on        -  -    12 
Resolutions  of  insi  ruction  to        -           60  91 
Bill  reported  from           -           -  -  212 
Reports  from       -           -           -           -  218 
Falton,  William  S.  of  Arkansas,  1,  2, 12,  14,  15 
18.  19,  25.  30,  65.  96    102,   104,  112, 127 
135, 137,  139,  152, 175,  180,  181, 202.  217 
*23,226,  232 
resolution  submitted  by  2 


Georgia,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of       -  112 
bill  making  compensation  for  services  of 
the  Militia  of  ...  226 

Georgetown,  D.  C.  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of,  to  amend  the  charter  so  as  to  extend 
the  elective  franchise  -  -    46 

memorial  of  iohabitants  of,  in  favor  of 
the  re-charter  of  the  Farmers  and  Me- 
chanics Bank  of  •  -  -    46 
Graham,  William  A.  of  North  Caroliona    12,  59 
82,  94,  97,  130,  135, 156, 160,  207 
Great  Britain,  relations  with               -  -  217 
remarks  of  Mr.  Buchanan          -           -  218 
Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky            -  -  218 

H. 
Half  pay  and  pensions  to  certain  widows,  bill 

to  extend  the  act  granting  -      197,  226 

Harbors  on  the  Lakes,  bill  for  the  improve- 
ment of  certain  30,  40 
Harrison,  William  Henry,  election  of  as  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States       -  -160 
his  Inaugural  Add  rets     ...  332 
Hemp,  American  water  rotted           107,  180,  183 
Henderson,  John,  of  Mississippi   1,  19,  44,  48   59 
63,  85, 104, 107,  113,114,  117, 152, 156  463 
199,807,216,219,222,226 
remark*  on  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  sc- 
lera of  bankruptcy       ...  156 
remarks  on  resolution  to  go  in'o  the  elec- 
tion of  printer             -           -  -  190 
remarks  on  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair  and 
Rives  as  Printers  of  the  Scnale  -  245 
Holies  and  other  property  lost  in  the  military 
twice  of  the  United  States,  bill  making 
compensation  for              -           -      175, 197 
Howard  Institution  of  the  city  of  Washington, 

bill  to  incorporate         -  -         85, 87 

remarks  of  Mr.  Habbard  -  -    85 

Mr.  Merrick  -  -  -    85 

Mr.  Sevier  85,  86 

Mr.  Tappan  -  -  -    85 

Mr.  Walker  -  -    85 

Hubbard,  Henry,  of  New  Hampshire,  1,  6,  15,  18 

19,  29,  40,  44.  45,  48.  49,  59,  65,  77,  82 

83,  85  87,  88,89,  90,  96,  97,  102, 103,  117 

126, 130,  135,  137,  138,  143, 146,  147, 152 

153, 156,  159, 163,  180, 186, 188,  197,  204 

207,  208,  216,  217,  220,  222,  223 

re  oIution8  offered  by  18, 25, 117, 180 

remarks  on  the  charter  of  the  city  of 

Washington,  -  -  -    45 


Hubbard,  Henry 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform 
system  of  Bankruptcy  143, 144, 153 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  **  tablish  a  Board 
of  Commissioners  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine claims  against  the  United  States 

68,  69 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  compensa- 
tion for  the  services  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Militia    -  -  -  -  •  83 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Howard  Institution  of  the  city  of 
Washington    -  -  -  -85 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  go  into  the 

election  of  Printer         -        186,  188.  190 

Huntington,  Jab«  W.  1.  57,   69,  71,  87,  88,  97 

100,  102,  107, 112,  114, 129  ,140.  143,  147 

175,  214,  226 

remarks  on  bill  to  tax  bank  notes  -         -    57 

remarks  on  bill  to  establish  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  -  143 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  go  into  the 
election  of  printer       ...  186 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  dismiss 
Blair  and  Rives  as  printers     -  -  243 

Illinois,  resolutions  and  memorial*  of  the  Le- 
gislature of     -  -  -        112,156 
Imprisonment  for  debt,  bill  sonplementary  to 

an  act  to  abolish    -      12,15,40,41,46,97 

remarks  of  Mr.  King      -  -  -    4 1 

Mr.  N-rvell     .  -  -    41 

Mr.  Wall        -  -  -  -41 

Independent  Treasury.  (See  Treasury.) 

Iadian  Affairs,  Committee  on  -  -  -    12 

resolution  of  instruction  to  -  -    60 

bills  reported  from     -    40,  48,  53,  54,  59,  65 

115,213 
reports  from  -  -  -  -  77, 127 

Indiana,  resolutions  and  memorials  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  -    81,  119,  129,  130  181, 199 
bill  to  regulate  land  offices  in    •    14,  18,  102 
bdl  to  confirm  to  the  State  of,  the  land   . 
selected  by  her  for    that  portion  of 
the  Wabash  and    Erie   canal  which 
lies  between  the  mouth  of  the  Tippeca- 
noe river  and  Terre  Haute,  and  for 
other  purposes        -  -    69,  72, 77, 81 

rematki  of  Mr.  Tappan         -  -   69,  72 

remarks  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana      -   70,  72 
Interference    in    elections    by  Federal  office 

holders,  bill  to  prevent  -  -  199 

lows,  memorials  from  Legislature  of  -  59,  77, 89 
bill  authorizing  the  Legislative  Council  to 
extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the 
peace       -  -  -  -    82,  199 

bill  granting  to  the  county  of  Johnson  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  attract  of 
land  198.  199 

bill  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 

settlers  upon  the  Qubuqoe  claim        -  207 
bill  to  aid  (he  Territory  in  completing  the 
penitentiary     -  -  -  -  139 

J- 
Jesup,  Major  General,  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Military  Affairs  on  the  memorial  of  -  225 
Johnson,  Richard  M.  Vice  President  of  the 

U.  S.  and  President  of  ibe  Senate      -    24 
Address  on  taking  leave  of  the  Senate    -  224 
remarks  of  Mr.  Manga m       •  -  994 

Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky         -  -  224 

Judges  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts  of 
the  United  States,  proposition  to  limit 
the  tenure  of  office         -  -  18, 41 

Judicial  circuits  of  the  United  Sra'es,  bill  to 

reorganize      -  -     213,214,215,216 

remarks  of  Mr.  Benton  •  •       214,  215 

Mr.  Buchanan  ...  215 

Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama,  -       213,  214 

Mr.  Clayton  -  -  -  214 

Mr.  Graham  ...  214 

Mr.  Huntington         -  -  -  215 

Mr.  King       -  -  -  -214 

Mr.  Mangum  ...  214 

Mr.  Rives      -  -  -  -215 

Mr.  Reane  -  -        213,214 

Mr.  Sevier     -  -  -  -  214 

Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana  •  -  213 

Mr.  Walker  -  -  -  215 


Judicial  system  of  the  United  States,  bill  to  • 

amend  -  -  71, 10S 

bill  further  supplementary  to     •     .  156,913 

Judiciary,  committee  on       -  -  -    19 

resolutions  of  instruction  to,  16,  95,  60, 117 

bills  reported  from,  40,  53,  65,  85.  104, 105 

127, 139, 181 
reports  from      ...         77,197 


Kentucky,  resolutions  of  Legislature  of        -  194 
Ker,  John  Leeds  of  Maryland  -         97, 194 

remarks  of  on  resolution  to  go  into  the 
election  of  printer      -  -  -  194 

King,  Willi nm  R.  of  Alabama,  1,  25,  30,  40,  41 
48,  53,  71,  77,  82,  87,  88,  100,  102,  103 
107,  112,  114, 115, 119, 124,  131, 135, 140 
147,  160, 164,  165,  175, 181,  199, 202, 207 
208, 218,  223,  231,  245, 247,  948.  257 
remarks  on  bill  to  tax  bank  notes,  67,  59 

remarks  on  bill  to  cause  monuments  to  be 
erected  to  the  memory  of  Generals 
Nash  and  Davidson    -  -  -207 

remarks  on  appropriations  for  harbors    -  208 
remarks  on  bill  to  reorganise  judicial  cir- 
cuits of  the  United  Slates         -  -  214 
elected  President  ^r%  /«*.  of  the  Senate, 

and  remarks  on  taking  the  chair         -  225 

chosen  President  pre  test,  of  the  Scnale  -  931 

thanks  of  the  Senate  voted  to        -  -  236 

remarks  on  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair 

and  Rives  as  Printers  to  the  8enate,  945 

247, 248, 957 

Knight,  Nehemiah  R.  of  Rhode  Island,  1,  99,  59 

71, 107, 112, 119, 133,  140,  146,  159,  165 

208, 216, 292, 923 

remarks  on  commercial  reciprocity         *    59 

Lakes    (see  harbors) 

Lakes  and  lake  coasts,  bill  authorising  sur- 
veys of  -  -  -  119,114 
Laads--(see  Public  Lands) 
Land  Office,  commentations  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Oeneral             •  -89 
Leighton,  Hannah,  bill  granting  a  pension  to,  49 

50,  51,  54 
remarks  by  Mr.  Buchanan  -  -    51 

Mr.  Calhoun  -  -  -  -    50 

Mr.  Crittenden  •  -  -    50 

Mr.  King        -  -  -    49 

Mr.  Pierce       -  -  -  49,50 

Mr.  Webster  -  •  -  -    50 

Library,  Committee  on  .  .12 

bills  reported  from  •  •  .  181 

reports  from        .  .  .77 

Library  of  Congress,  joint  resolution  to  pre- 
sent to  universities  .and  incorporated 
colleges  copies  of  the  catalogue  of  •    87 

Lighthouses  and  light-boats,  hill  to  authorise 
the  erection  of,  and  the  establishment  of 
certain  buoys  and  beacon  lights,  19, 15, 71, 197 
Linn,  Lewis   P.  of  Missoari,     1,  13,  95   30,  40 
44.  46,  48,  59,  65,  69,71,  77,  81,  89,84 
85   87,  89.  90,  94,  97, 115,  119, 126, 199 
139,  146,  159,    175,    176,    180,  181,  191 
197, 198,  202,  204,  207,217,220,  229,993 
resolutions  offered  by,  25,  82,  152,  180,  197 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  board  of 
commissioners  to  hear  and  determine 
claims  against  the  United  States         .    €9 
remarks  on  joint  resolution  for  settlement 

and  occupation  oi  Oregon       89,  90.  100 

remarks  on  mineral  lands  of  the  United 

States  .119 

Lumpkin,  Wilson,  of  Georgia,    1,  2,  13,  15,  49 

54,  59,  65,    109,  112,  114,  126,  140,  999 

resolution  submitted  by    •  •  •     9 

remarks  on  prospective  pre-emption  bill,  197 


McRoberts,  Samuel,  of  Illinois  •  239 

Maine,  resolutions  of  Legislature  of  .  •  185 

bill  making  compensation  for  services  of 

her  militia,  -        18,  65,  77,  83,  995 

and  New  Hampshire,  making  lurther  pro- 
vision for  running  the  boundary  line 
between  the  British  provinces  and       -  909 
Mangum,  Willie  P.  of  North  Carolina,  1, 19, 44 
59,  69,  77,  89,  90,  95,  100, 196, 134, 185 
191, 192, 197, 214,  994, 996, 931, 939 


INDEX  TO  THE 


Mangum,  Willie  P. 

resolution  submitted  by   .  .  .  236 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  go  into  elec- 
tion of  Printer  .  .      191,  192 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  reorganize  the  judi- 
cial circuits  of  the  United  States         .  314 
remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  dismis- 
sal of  Blair  and  Hires  as  Printers  to  the 
Senate             .            .            .      238,  250 
Manufactures,  Committee  on  .  '12 
Massachusetts,  resolutions  of  Legislature  of  .  204 
Merriek,  William  D.  of  Maryland,  1,  11, 13, 14 
'  15, 19,  25,  30,  44,  48,  60,   71,  85,  &9,  97 
100,  103,  104,  112, 113,  114,  115,  126, 127 
142, 147, 160,  175, 198,  202,  204,  226 
resolutions  submitted  by  .           .  11,  25,  117 
remarks  on  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in 

force  the  charter  of  Washington         .    45 
remarks  on  bill*  to  incorporate  the  How- 
ard Institution  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton .  .  .    45 
remarks  on  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  .144 
remarks  on  resolution  to  go  into  the  elec-    * 
tion  of  Printer                        .           .192 
remarks  on  announcing  the  death  of  Hon. 
JohnS.Spenco  .11 
Michigan,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  135 

137,  175 

bill  to  create  an  additional  land  office  in,    12 

15, 18,  41,  71,  72 

remarks  of  Mr.  Norvell         .  .71 

Mr.  Porter  .  .71 

bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  companies  of 

militia  of  .         25,  65 

bill  granting  to  said  State  a  quantity  of 
land  to  aid  in  constructing   a  canal 
around  the  Falls  ef  Ste  Marie,  12, 15, 18, 41 
Military  Academy  bill  for  the  support  of  for 

the  year  1841      .  .  .226 

Military  Affairs,  Committee  on  .    12 

resolutions  of  instruction  to,    16, 82,  124, 152 
bills  from  .  65, 71, 119, 156, 180 

reports  from  -  182, 222, 225 

Military  bounty  land  warrants,  bill  to  satisfy 
-   outstanding      .  .       107,112 

Virginia,  bill  to  extend  time  of  locating,    133 

202 
Militia,  Committee  en  .12 

Militia  of  the  United  States,  report  of  the  Ad- 
jutant General  on  .134 
Miller,  Jacob  W.  of  New  Jersey  .  232 
Mineral  lands  of  the  United  States,  report  of 

Agent  of  United  States  lead  mines      .  119 
remarks  of  Mr.  Walker  .  .119 

Mr.  Linn         •  .119 

Mississippi,  bill  to  relinquish  to  her  the  2  per 

cent,  fund        .  65,82,113,115 

bill  to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of 
claims  for  lands  in  the  State  of,  east  of 
Pearl  river  and  south  of  the  31st  degree 
of  north  latitude  19,  65, 105, 107 

river,  map  of  the  country  west  of  .  180 

Missouri,  communication  from  Governor  of, 
transmitting  copy  of  a  law  /or  settle- 
ment of  the  boundary  with  Iowa         .    81 
bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  land  claims  in,     13, 30 

46,  88,  90 
volunteers,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  13,25,  70, 156 
bill  to  create  new  land  district  in,     30.  44,  65 

208,216 
Mobile,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  corporate  au- 
thorities of      .  .  25,30,65,66 
bill  making  additional  appropriations  for 
completing  the  improvements  in   the 
harbor .           .           .  .  .53 
Moorehead,  James  T.  of  Kentucky    •           .232 
Mouton,  Alexander,  of  Louisiana,    24,  30,  53,  54 
85, 104, 107, 133, 135, 142, 152, 186,  231 

N. 

Naval  Affairs,  committee  on  .  .  .12 

resolution,  of  instruction  to  .  .  146 

.bills  reported  from  .        40,  71, 87,  115 

reports  from        .  .       53, 71,  115, 202 

Navy  Department,  communications  from  14,  77 

81,117,133,181,217 

resolutions  of  instruction  10       .  77, 119, 146 


Navy  Pension*,  bill  making  new  provisions  re- 
specting, and  making  further  provisions 
in  relation  to  navy  pensioners,  40,  49,  197 

226 

remarks  of  Mr.  Calhoun  .    49 

Mr.  Williams  .  .  .49 

Mr.  Wright     .  .49 

Navy  Pursers  in,  bill  establishing  the  pay  and 

emoluments  of  .    18,25,49 

remarks  of  Mr.  Buchanan  .    49 

Mr.  Hubbard  •  .  .49 

Mr.  Williams  .  .  •  .49 

New  Hampshire  resolution  of  Legislature  of,  204 
bill    making    compensation    to,  for  ser- 
vices of  her  militia      .     19,  71,  77, 82,  112 
remarks  of  Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky  .    83 

Mr.  Crittenden  .  .    82  I 

Mr.  Hubbard  .  .83 

Mr.  Pierce  .  -  .82 

Nicholas,  Robert  of  Louisiana,  39,  48,  59,  65, 71 
77,  85,  87,  119, 160, 175, 180,  181,  182 
resolutions  offered  by       .  .  .182 

Nicholas,  A.  O.  P.  of  Tennessee  94,  183 

remarks  on  the  Tennessee  land  bill         .  183 
Northeastern  boundary,  resolutions  on         91,  92 
remarks  of  Mr.  Allen  .92 

Mr.  Buchanan  .91 

Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky  .    92 

Mr.  Crittenden  .  .91 

Mr.  Preston  .91 

Mr.  Walker  .  01,  92 

.   Mr.  Webster    .  .91 

Norvell,  John,  of  Michigan  -  1, 12, 14,  15, 18,  30 
41.  46,  59,  77,  82,  95,  100,  103, 104, 112 
119,  124,  129,  130,  135,  144,  146.  151,  156 
164, 165, 180, 182,  186, 194,  197,  217, 223 

225,226 
resolutions  submitted  by  -  60,  82,  119, 180 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  continue  the  charter 

of  the  city  of  Washington  45,  46,  53 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  an  addi- 
tional land  office  Michigan  .71 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform 

system  of  bankruptcy  .  .144 

remarks  on  the  memorial  in  behalf  of 
American  citizens  captured  in  Canada 
while  assisting  the  Patriots  .  182 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  go  into  the 
election  of  Printer  .  .  193, 194 

O. 
Oregon  Territory,  joint  resolution  for  the  occu- 
pation and  settlement  of    ,    71,  89, 90,  100 
P. 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  Committee  on  .    12 
bills  reported  from    .  48,89,226 

reports  from ....         225 
Patent  Office,   report  of   the  Commissioner, 
showing  the  operations  of,  for  the  past 
year         ...  139,212 

bill  making  a  small  appropriation  for    81,  85 

90,  112 

Pennsylvania,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  135 

remarks  of  Mr.  Sturgeon  on  presenting  .  135 

Pensions,  Committee  on  .12 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  .  18,  82,  117, 129 

139.  156 
bills  reported  from  .  30.  87,96,  100,  113,  180 
reports  from  .  71,  87, 96, 100, 115, 160 

Permanent  Prospective  Pre-emption  law,  bill 

to  establish  .  12,  14,  40;  60,  77,  83.  86,  88 
90,  96,  97.  100.  103,  105,  107,  112,  114 
115,  117,  124, 126,  127,  129,  131,  133, 135 

137   1 38 
remarks  of  Mr.  Benton  -  14, 30, 91, 95, 96, 1 15 
Mr.  Calhoun    .  .  .    96  ! 

Mr.  Clay  cf  Alabama  112,115 

Mr.  Crittenden  .    90,  91, 95,  96, 115  1 

Mr.  Lirn        .  .  .         .  91, 95  j 

Mr.  Lumpkin  •  .  .    126  j 

Mr.  Crittenden's  amendment      .  .  137  I 

Mr.  Young's  (Mt.  Calhoun's)    .  .  137  • 

Yeas  and  nays  on  propositions  connec*ed 
therewith        -  .    112,  144, 116,  138 

Phelps,  Samuel  8.  of  Vermont,    24,  48,  54.  59,  65 
84,  96,  97,  99,  133, 147, 197,  217,  218,  219 
remarks  on  bill  for  the  relief  of  citizens 
of  Arkansas,  who  lost  their  improve- 
ment in  consequence  of  the  Choctaw 
treaty  .  ,54 


Pierce,  Franklin,  of  New  Hmnpthire,  1, 16, 18,  30 
39,  46.  49,  50,  65,  71,  77,  84,  96.  97, 100 
105, 112, 115,  129, 133,  138,  152,  156,  160 
165, 176,  204, 225, 231 
resolutions  submitted  by  .  .  129 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  tax  bank  notes     .    57 
Porter,  Augustus  3.  ef  Michigan,  1, 13,  15,  39,  41 
59,  77,  82,88,89,94,  112,  115,  127,  129 
1 37, 1 38,  152, 164,  175, 223, 226 
Resolutions  offered  by  .82 

remarks  on  the  bill  10  establish  an  addi- 
tional land  office  in  Michigan  .  .    71 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  Committee  on     . 
resolutions  of  instruction  to,  44, 129, 139,197 
bills  from          .        59,  65,  71, 139, 181,  216 
reports  from      .           .           .    65,113,223 
Prentiss,  Samuel,  of  Yermont,      1, 13, 15,  25,  30 

39.  46,  48,  53,  77,  82,  87,  88,  90, 100,  112 
113, 115,  140, 165, 180, 191, 199,  202,  222 

226 
resolutions  submitted  by  .  .  .160 

remarks  on  the   resolution  to  go  into  the 

election  of  Printer       .  .  .  191 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair 
and  Rives  as  Printers  to  the  Senate      .  237 
President  of  the  United  State*,  annual  mes- 
sage of  .  .2 
resolutions  calling  upon  him  for  informa- 
tion                                                  16,46 
communications  from,     84,  87,96.  113, 129 
133, 139,  156, 165,  226 
joint  resolutions  limiting  the  eligibility  of 

to  one  term  .  .  .25 

William  Henry  Harison  elected  .  .  160 

Inaugural  address  of    . 
Preston  William  C.  of  South  Carolina,  14. 18, 30 

40,  41,  45,  59,  88.  90,  91.  97, 121, 129,  133 
137,  140,  144,  152,  156,  159,  160,  165,  175 
176,  181, 182,  193,  199.  213,  218.  220,  222 

223,226,249,256,257 
resolutions  submited  by    .  129, 137,  213 

remark*  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force 

the  charter  of  Washington        .  .    45 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform 

system  of  bankiuptcy  .  .  .144 

remarks  on  the  national  defences  .  175 

remarks  on   the  memorial  in  behalf  of 
American    citizens     taken     prisoners 
while  assisting  Canadian  Patriots         .  182 
remarks  on  the   resolution  to  go  into  the 

election  of  Printer       .  .  .193 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair 
and  Rives  as  Printers  to  the  Senate,      249 

256,  257 
Printer  to  the  Senate,  resolution  to  go  into  the 

election  of       .  180,  186,  188 

remarks  of  Mr.  Anderson  .  194 

Mr.  Benton  .194 

Mr.  Buchanan.  .194 

Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama  .  .191 

Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky  192,  193 

Mr.  Dixon  .191 

Mr.  Henderson  .  .190 

Mr.  Hubbard   .  .186,  188 

Mr.  Huntiogton  .      186,  190 

Mr.  Ker  193 

Mr.  Linn  .  .191 

Mr.  Mangum  .  .191,  192 

Mr.  Merrick    .  .  192 . 

Mr.  Norvell     .  .  .      193,  194 

Mr.  Pres  on     .  .  .193 

Mr.  Sevier       .  .  190,  191,  192 

yeas  and  nays  on  adopting  .  195 

Blair  and  Rivts  elected    «  .  .  197 

resolution  to  dismiss     .  .  236,  «t  seq. 

remarks  of  Mr.  Allen  .      236,  237 

Mr.  Bayard  .  240,  241 

Mr.  Benton  .  .      238,  241 

Mr.  Berrien  .  255 

Mr.  Buchanan  238,241,242 

Mr.  Calhoun         .  .      238,  246 

Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama  .  237 

Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  236,  237,  242 

248,  256 

Mr.  Clayton  •      236,  238 

Mr.  Henderson     .  .  .  245 

Mr.  Huntiogton    .  .  .  243 

Mr.  King  .  .  245, 247,  248,  257 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Remarks  ob  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair  6  Rives  by 
Mr.  Mangum  238,  250 

Mr.  Prentiss  .237 

Mr.  Preston  249,  256 

Mr.  Sevier  .250 

Mr.  8  Tilth  of  Connecticut,      245,  248 
Mr.  Walker  .      243,  255 

Mr.  Woodbury     .  .  250 

Mr.  Wright  236,  237,  249 

Mr.  Young  .238 

yeas  and  nays  on  taking  np  .  .  238 

yeas  and  nays  on  adopting    .  .  256 

letter  from        ....  256 
Private  Land  Claims,  Committee  on  .  .12 

resolution  of  instrnetion  to  .  180 

bills  from  46,  59,  65,  77,  82,  85 

reports  from  .82 

Public  Buildings,  Committee  on  .12 

bill  from  .....  202 
Public  Lands,  Committee  on  .  .12 

resolutions  of  instrnetion  to,  30,  152,  182,  213 
bills  reported  from,  18,  46,  65,  82,  89,  102 
104,    112,    137,   139,   156,  164,  180,  181 
202,  207,  208 
Public  Lands,  bill  providing  for  the  gradu- 
ation and  reduction  of  tke  price  of,    13 

15,40 
bill  to  dispose  of,  to  the  States  in  which 

they  lie  upon  certain  conditions,  40,  45,  65 
proposition  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  ' 

the  sales  of  among  the  Stales    .  .  112 

bfll  for  the  relief  of  certain  terriers  on, 
who  were  deprived  of  the  benefits 
of  the  act  granting  pre-emption  rights,    46 

202 
Pursers.    (See  Navy.) 

R 
Railroad  Companies,  bill  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain, therein  named,      .      25,  44,  89,  202 
bill  to  authorize  the  Mount  Carmel  and 
New  Albany  Railroad  Company  to  en-t 
ter  on  a  credit  a  quantity  of  land,  lo  aid 
the  company  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  New  Albany,  in  the  State 
of  Indiana,  to  Mount  Carmel,  in  the 
Slate  of  Illinois,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses    .  .  .  .        18,  25 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Selma  and  Ten- 
nessee   .  .        18,  60 
Bed  Rirer.    (See  Arkansas.) 
Hepeal.    (See  Treasury.) 
Resolutions  submitted  by — 

Mr.  Allen  .23 

Mr.  Anderson     ...        63,  197 
Mr.  Bayard  .236 

Mr.  Benton     25,  60,  82,  97, 105,  124,  139 

202,204,  223 
Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama 
Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky 
Mr.  Davis 


Mr.  Falcon 
Mr.  Hubbard 
Mr.  Linn 
Mr.  Lumpkin     . 
Mr.  Mangam 
Mr.  Merrick 
Mr.  Nicholas 
Mr.NoiveU 
Mr.  Phelps 
Mr.  Pierce 
Mr.  Porter 
Mr.  Prentiss 
Mr.  Presion 
Mr.  Rugglee        t 
Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana 
Mr.  Sturgeon 
Mr.  Tallmadge    . 
Mr.  Tappan 
Mr.  Walker 
Mr.  Wall 
Mr.  White 
Mr.  Wright 
Mr.  Young 
Revenue  Cutters. 


19,  95,  44,  60,  152 

14,  105,  107 

.    16 

2,  30 

18,  25, 117, 180 

25,  82,  152,  180, 197 

.      2 

.  236 

.  11,25,117 

.  182 

60, 82, 119.  180 

97, 197 

.  129 

.    82 

.  160 

129, 137,  213 

16.  105 

2,60 


65 

.  87,  96.  105 

48,  60,  77,  91, 146.  180,  213 

12,25,26,146 

.    30 

2,197 

.     16,30,82 

BUI  to  increase  the  pay  of 


certain  officers  of  .40,  131 

Revolutionary  Claims,  Committee  on  .    12 

bills  reported  from,  48, 113, 137, 139, 160, 180 

181,188 


Revolutionary  Pensioners,  bill  making  appro- 
priation for  the  psyment  of,  for  the  year 
1841        ....       165,176 
Rives,  William  C.  of  Virginia,  133, 199, 215 

Roads  and  Canals,  Committee  on  .12 

bills  reported  from  .  104, 175 

Roane,  William  H.  of  Virginia  12, 18,  25,  48,  77 
104,  163,  203,213, 214 
remarks  on  ihe  bill  to  reorganize  the  judi- 
cial circuits  of  the  United  States,  213,  214 
remarks  on  announcing  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  Philip  P.  Barbour  .  208 

Robinson,  John  M.  of  Illinois,  1,  77, 96, 102,  113 

139   140.  199  223 

Rugglcs,  John,  of  Maine,  1, 16, 25,' 54.  71.  77,  90 

96,  100,  105,  112,  133, 137,  139,  152,  181 

212 
Senate,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  .29 

resolution  of  instruction  to.         .  .    40 

Sergeant-at-Arms,   resolution   to  defray   the 

funeral  expenses  of  the  late      .  .    97 

resolution  to  proceed  to  the  election  of,  105. 107 
Sevier,  Ambrose  H.  of  Arkansas,    1,  12,  13,  25 
39,  40.  53,  69,  71.  77,  85,  90,  94.  96.  97 
100,  104,  107.  108.   112.    116,    126.    127 
133,   144,   147,   152,   153,    163,  175,  176 
181,   190,   191,   192,    198,  207,  217,  219 
222,  223,  226.  231 
remarks  on  bill  for  the  rcliel  of  citizens  of 
Arkansas  who  lost  their  improvements 
in  consequence  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Choctaws  .54 

remarks  on  bill  to  tax  bank  notes  .    57 

remarks  on  bill  to  establish  a  board  of 
commissioners  to  hear  and  determine 
claims  against  the  United  States  .    69 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform 

system  of  bankrup'cy  .  .       153,  158 

his  remarks  on  the  resolution  to  dismiss 
Blair  and  Rives  as  Pi  inters  to  the  Se- 
nate    .....  250 
Simmon?,  James  F.  of  Rhode  Uand,       133.  232 
Smith,  Oliver  H.  of  Indiana,  1,  2,  14.  18,  25,  39 

70.  72.  77,  81,   100,  103,    105,    113,  126 
129,  139,  154,    175,    181,  213,    216,  218 

resolutions  submitted  by  .  .  2,  60 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  a  portion  of 
land  to  the  State  of  Indiana  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal,  70,72 
Smith,  Perry,  of  Connecticut,  39,  65,  77,  107, 114 
140,  154,  160,  180,181,225,226,245,248 
remarks  on  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 

tern  of  bankruptcy  .  154, 160 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair 
and  Ri?es  as  Printers  to  the  Senate,  245, 248 
Smithsonian  legacy,  bill  concerning  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  .  .  .  182 
Southard,  Samuel  L.  of  New  Jersey,    14,  45,  85 
101,  105,  163,  202,  220 
remarks  on  the  bill  te  revive  and  continue 
in  force  the  charter  of  Washington       .    45 
South  Carolina,  report  and  resolutions  of  the 

Legislature  of,  on  Federal  relations  12 

Speoce,  John  S.  of  Maryland,  annunciation  of 

bis  death  .11 

State  Department,  resolution  of  instruction  to,  197 
communications  from  14,  59, 65,  77 

Steam,  bill  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of 
the  lives  of  passengers  on  board  of 
ves-els  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
steam  •  .    54 

bill  to  authorize  the  application  of,  to  bar* 

bor  defence  65,  71 

bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  procure  steam  vessels  for  the 
revenue  service       .        13,  15,  40,  60,  68 
Sturgeon,  Daniel,  of  Pennsylvania,  1,  25,  48,  53 

71,  81.  85.  89,  90,  94,  107,  112,  415,  129 
135,  139,  15*,    160,  175,    188,  212,   225 

resolution  submitted  by    .  .    82 

remarks  on  presenting  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania    .  .  135 

Swart  wont,  Samuel,  bill  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  enter  into  a  com- 
promise with  the  sureties  of  113,115 


Tallmadge,  Nathaniel  P.  of  New  York,  12, 18,  25 


59,  65,  81,  94,  99,  114, 115, 126,  129,  130 
132, 133, 149,  181, 220, 226 
resolutions  submitted  by  .  .  .65 

Tappan,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  1,  16,  39,  60,  78,  85 
87,  90,  96,  97,  107, 119, 114, 124, 129, 131 
133,  137, 139, 152, 160, 180. 181, 182 
resolutions  submitted  by  .   87, 96, 105 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Howard  Institution  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington .  .86 
remarks  on  bill  to  confirm  to  Indiana  Ihe 
land  selected  by  her  for  the  completion 
of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal,  69, 72 
letter  to  Blair  and  Rives  respecting  the 

mistakes  of  the  Reporters         •  .    72 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  perma- 
nent prospective  pre-emption  system    .  131 
Tariff,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Alaba- 
ma adverse  to  .  .  .  .99 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  relation  to  the  revision  of    •           •  109 
Tennessee,  bill  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of, 
to  dispose  of  lands  heretofore  granted 
for  the  u*e  of  schools    .           .          65,  97 
bill  to  authorize  the  State  of,  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein   described,   and    to  settle  the 
claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated 
lands  within  the  same,  passed  the  18th 
day  of  April,  1806,  18,  25,  40,  60.  63, 175 
180, 182, 183 
remarks  of  Mr.  Anderson           .           .  189 
Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama  .                      .183 
Mr.  Graham    .                       »           .  189 
Mr.  Nicholson            .           •           .183 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  communica- 
tions from            •           •           .14, 81 
Treasury  Department,  annual  report  of  6 
resolutions  ol  instruction  to,  14, 19,  95,  40,  60 
65,  77,  82,  105, 107, 19T 
communications  from,  18.  59,  77, 87,  89,  97 
99, 109, 113, 197, 149, 159, 156, 165,  29* 
Treasury,  Independent,  resolution  for  repeal  of,  14 
remarks  of  Mr.  Allen      •           •           .23 
Mr.  Anderson             .                       .91 
Mr.  Calhoun    ■           .                       .91 
Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky                        .    19 
Mr.  Hubbard  .                       .           .99 
Mr.  Wright                                        .90 
Treasury  Notes,  bill  to  authorise  the  issue  of,  159 

160,166 
Tropical  plants,  bill  to  encourage  the  introduc- 
tion and  promote  the  cultivation  of,  105,  107 
Tyler  John,   elected  Vice  President  of  the 

United  8tates   .  .160 

address  when  taking  the  chair  as  Prasi- 
denl  of  the  Senate        •  .  .  931 

U. 
United  8tates,  bill  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  95, 85, 90, 94 
bill  declaring  the  rights  of  children  of  citi- 
zens of,  born  abroad    . 
President  and  Vice  President,  proceedings 
connected  with  counting  the  votes,  and 
installation  of  .        159, 160, 187, 931, 939 


Walker,  Robert  J.  of  Missisitpfti,  39.  48, 59,  65 

77,  82,  91,  92, 100, 102  103,  107, 113, 114 

119r  127, 144, 146, 159, 156, 157, 180, 197 

907,  908,  915, 918,  919, 999. 923,  996 

resolutions  submitted  by,  48,  60,  77,  91,  146 

180, 913 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Howard  Institotionof  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington .  .85 

remarks  connected  with  the  Northeastern 
boundary  question  91,99 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the 
transfer  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  stock  held  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States  to  Maryland       .  .  100 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy,  109,  103,  144,  156 

157 

remarks  on  the  mineral  lands   of  the     v 
United  States'.  ,  .life 


8 


INDEX  TO  THE 


Walker.  Robert  J. 

remarks  on  tbe  region  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi «...  180 
remarks  on  tbe  resolution  to  ditmirs  Blair 
and  Rives  as  Printers  of  tbe  Senate,  243 

255 

Wall,  Garret  D.  of  New  Jersey,  1,  14.  15  18,  25 

40.  41,  53.  54.  77,  85,  89.  90,  91,  96, 102 

104,  113, 124, 127, 137,  146,  152.  160,  181 

212,  213.  222, 223 

resolutions  submitted  by,  12,  25,  26,  146 

remarks  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act 

to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt         .141 

War  Department,  resolutions  of  instruction  to,    30 

82, 146.  196,  213 
communications  from,  14.  24,  71,  87,  89,  113 
117,  127,  146, 159, 180,  197 
Washington,  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in 

force  tbe  charter  of      .  12,  45,  59,  65 

remarks  of  Mr.  Claj  of  Alabama,        45,  46 
Mr.  Hubbard  .45 

Mr.  King     .  .  .  .45 

Mr.  Merrick  .45 

Mr.  Norvell  .  .  45,46 

Mr.  Preston  .  .45 

Mr.  Southard  .45 

Washington  City  Benevolent  Society,  bill  to 

incorporate      .  .  .  .87 

Howard  Institution  of,  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate     .  .  .  .85,87 
deba  e  on  ordering  it  to  be  engrossed        .    85 
Webster,  Dmiel,  of  Massachusetts,    12,  14,  26,  20 
59,  89,  90, 91,  94, 116,  119, 124,  134,  138 
.      152,  198 
remarks  on  the  finances  of  the  country,  26, 35 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  tax  bank  notes      .    57 
remarks  on  commercial  reciprocity  .    59 
remarks  on  Northeastern  boundary         .    91 
letter  of  resignation  of  his  seat    .  .199 
White,  Albert  S.  of  Indians.  12,  14,  25.30,  39. 82 
87,  89,  94,99, 100, 107,  108,  112,  119, 130 
135, 144,  146, 152, 164, 165, 199,  202,  2d 8 

220,223 
resolution  offered  by  .30 


Williams,  Reuel,  of  Maine,   14  16, 18,  25,  39, 40 
53,  71,  87,  89,  If 2,  115, 137,  181,  185,  197 
202, 207,  216.  222,  223,226 
remarks  on  the  bill  establishing  the  pay 

and  emoluments  of  pursers  in  the  navy    49 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  new  provisions 

respecting  navy  pensions  .  .    49 

remarks  on  presenting  resolution*  of  bis 
Legislature      ....  197 
Wiskonsan,  memorials    of    the    Legislative 

Council  of  .  .  .146,  175 

Woodbridge,  William,  of  Michigan  .  .  232 

Woodbury,  Levi,  of  New  Hampshire,  231, 232, 250 
remarks  on  tbe  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair 
and  Hives  as  printers    .  .  .  250 

Wright,  Silas,  of  New  York,  1,  2  14,  18,  20,  24 
25,  28,  30,  35,  40,  49,  50,  53,  59,  65,  71,  62 
87,  88,  89,  97,  99, 100, 102, 104,  113,  114 
116, 119,  124,  127, 128,  129,  132,  135,  139 
143,  144,  146,  147,  152,  154,  160,  164,  175 
176, 197,  199,  202,  204,  216.  217,  218,  219 
220,  222,  223, 226, 236,  237,  249,  257 
resolutions  submitted  by  .  .  2, 197 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  In- 
dependent Treasury  law  .    20 
remarks  on  the  finances  of  the  country,  28, 30 

35 
remarks  on  tbe  bill  to  establish  a  uniform 

system  of  bankruptcy  .  143, 144, 154 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  dismiss  B.'air 
and  Rives  as  printers  to  the  Senate       236 

237,249 

Y. 
Yeas  and  nays  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Hannah  Leighton  .    51 

on  laying  the  bill  to  tax  bank  notes  on  the 
table    .  .  .  .58 

on  engrossing  the  bill  to  create  an  addi- 
tional land  office  in  Michigan  .    72 

on  amendments  to  prospective  pre-emp- 
tion law  .     78,112,114,116 

on  postponing  Pre-emption  and  taking  up 
District  Bank  bill         .  .  .103 


Yeas  and  nays  on  the  proposition  to  dispose 

of  the  public  lands    to   the  States  in 

which  they  lie 

on  the  proposition  to  distribute  the  pro- 
of the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  States         .... 

on  striking  out  appropriation  for  the  col* 
lection  of  agricultural  statistics  in  the 
bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
Patent  Office     .... 

on  engrossment  of  the  Prospective  Pre  - 
emption  bill      ... 

on  the  bill  making  temporary  provision 
for  lunatics  in  tbe  District  of  Co- 
lumbia 

on  adjournment   . 

on  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Banks  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia .... 

en  the  passage  of  the  Treasury  Note 
bill 

on  the  passage  of  Tennessee  Land  bill  1S3 

on  the  resolution  to  go  into  the  election  of 
Printer  .    * 

on  taking  up  the  resolution  to  repeal  tbe 
Independent  Treasury  law 

on  laying  the  resolution  on  the  table 

on  granting  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
prevent  the  interference  of  Federal  of- 
fice-hollers in[the  elections 

on  the  bill  to  re-organ'ze  the  judicial  cir- 
cuits of  the  United  States 

on  the  proposition  to  reduce  the  salaries 
of  offices  connected  with  the  customs 

on  taking  up  re  solution  for  the  dismissal 
of  Blair  and  Rives 

on  proposed  amendments  thereto 

on  adopting  the  resolution 

Young,  Richard  M.  of  Illinois,  1,  15    l<j,   18,  25, 

29,  39, 71, 102, 104, 112, 134. 135, 146. 147, 

152,  156,  197,  208,  222,  223 

resolutions  submitted  by   .  .    16,30,82 

remarks  on  appropriations  for  internal 
improvements'  ....  209 


112 


112 


112 
114 


114 
114 


153 
165 


195 

195 
198 


199 
216 
222 

238 

246 
259 
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Abolition  of  slavery,  motion  to  rescind  the 
21st  role  of  the  House  respecting  peti- 
tions for       .  •  1»  11,  12 
memorials  for  .           .           .  51,116 
Accounts,  committee  on                             .16 
resolutions  of  instructions  to    .  908 
reports  from    .           .           .           .151 
Adams,  John  duincy  of  Massachusetts,  1, 11,  13 
24,  28,29.37,  39,   43,  51,  52,  53,   62,    64 
70,  73,  76,78,  79,86,  94.96,  98.  100,  101 
113, 115,  116,  117,  133.  134,  139,   146,  154 
155, 158, 163, 167, 179, 173, 176,  226,  230 
Agriculture,  committee  on  .           .  16 
bill  reported  from                    ...        89 
Alabama,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  127 

128 
bill  to  relinquish  the  two  per  cen».  fund 
reserved  by  the  act  for  her  admission 
into  the  Union,  to  bo  applied  to  the 
making  of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to 
said  State       .  .      28, 58, 89 

bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  district 

in       .  .  .  .    58, 89, 229 

bill  authorizing  the  settlement  and  pay- 
ment <?f  certain  claims  of  134,  228 
Alexandre,  bill  to  refund  certain  duties  in  the 

case  of  French  ship      .        81, 125, 228,  230 
Alexandria,  D.  C.  bill  to  extend  tbe  charter  of 

the  bank  of       .  .  .125.163,168 

Alford,  Julius  C.  of  Georgia,  61,  73  74,  84,  88 
139, 141, 142, 186,  203 
Alleghany,  bill  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
.    Alleghany  river,  between  Pittsburg  and 
Olean      ,  ,  .  ,  .168 


Allen,  John  W.  of  Ohio         .  .        36  228 

Allen,  Judson  of  New  York  .  43,  75 

Amistad,  bill  for  the  enrolment  of  the  schooner,  93 

resolution  respecting  the  translation  of  a 

document  connected  with  the  negroes  of 

tbe  ....  13, 79 

Anderson,  Hugh  J.  of  Maine,    1,  28,  63,  71,  78 

81,  162,  205,  221 
Anderson,  Simeon  H.  of  Kentucky,  death  of 

announced  .  .  .  .17 

Andrews,  Landaff  W.  of  Kentucky,  1, 28,  42,  47 
53.  89,  133,  151,    152,  159,  168.   176,  178 
179,  180,  185,  204,  205,  206,208,  212,224 
Appropriations,  bill  making  an  appropriation 
in  part  for  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment  fur  the  year  1841  .  .    23 

bill  making  appropriation  for  tbe  payment 
of  Revolutionary  and  other  pensioners 
of  tbe  United  States  during  the  year 
1841  39,  158 

bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  Raft  in  Red  river,    44,  75,  79 
bill  making  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson 
river  .44 

bill  making  appropriation  for  the  current 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian 
Department  for  1841,  51,  217,  227 

bill  making  appropriation  for  the  navsl 
service  for  the  jear  1841,        51,  207,  208 
210,  211,  212,  216,  227 
bill  making  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  army  for  the  year  1841,         86  216 

217,  227 
bill  making  appropriation  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  ex  pvnses  of  the  Govern- 


ment  for  the  vear  1841,    95,  162,  163,176 

177,  181.    184,  185,   186,    187,    198,  200 

201,  202,  903,  204,  205,  206,  224 

bill  making  appropriation  for  certain  for- 
tifications for  the  year  1841,    156, 220,  221 

bill  making  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  Academy  for  the  year 
1841  .224,  225,  227 

bill  making  appropriation  for  surveys, 
light-houses,  and  other  purposes,  225,  927 

bill  making  appropriation  for  destitute 
Kickapoo  Indians,         .  .    227,  228 

Appropriations,  hill  making  certain  appropri- 
ations for  the  Patent  Office  .  .  125 
Arkansas,  bill  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of 
township  eight  north,  range  thirty-two 
west,  in  the  Stale  of,  to  enter  a  section 
of  land  in  lien  of  tbe  sixteenth  section 
in  said  township,  upon  condition  that 
the  same  be  surrendered  to  the  United 
for  military  purposes  .            .           .58 

bill  authorizing  the  inhabitants  of  frac- 
tional township  ten  south,  of  rangroae 
east,  in  the  State.of,  to  enter  one-half 
section  of  land  for  school  purposes       .    58 

bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of, 
who  lost  their  improvements  in  conse- 
quence of  a  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Choctaw  Indians  .    58 

bill  in  relation  to  donations  of  land  to  cer- 
tain persons  in  the  State  of  .68 

bill  to  quiet  the  titles  of  certain  land 
claimants  in  the  States  of  Missouri 
and,  and  for  other  purposes      •  .    58 

bill  to  settle  the  title  to  certain  tracts  of 
land  in  the  State  of  •  .58 
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Appropriations    - 

act  for  the  xelief  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Arkansas,  who  lost  their  improvements 
in  consequence  of  a  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians .  .  .  .61 
hilt  making  appropriations  to  improve  the 
Bed  river,  and  for  othrr  purposes  79, 1 68 
Army  of  the  United  States,  bill  to  authorize 

the  enlistment  of  boys  in  .  167 

iSee  Appropriation.) 
Arts,  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  to  promote  the 

progress  of  99, 166 

AJfctrion,  Charles  G  of  New  Hampshire  1,  19, 13 
17,98,  104,113,139,909,998 
Attorney  Generals'  opinions  on  the  construc- 
tion of  public  laws       •  .  999 

B. 

/<~tasraplcy,  bi  I  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of,  44 

73,  109,  103 
Banks,  Linn,  of  Virginia,  11,  94, 113, 195.  159 

903,  906,  909 
Banks  of  the  the  District  of  Columbia,  bill  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  the  corporate 
existence  of  .    47, 999,  994,  999 

Baker,  Osmvn,  of  Massachusetts  .  1, 98 

Barbour,   Hon.  Philip   P.    of  the  Supreme 

Court,  death  o(f  announced  .  909 

Barnard,  Dariel  D.  of  New  York,  1, 93, 94,  98 

37,  43,  44,  48,  51,73,  78,  79.  84,  96. 101, 102 

109,113,181,999 

Beany,  William,  of  Ponnsjlvania,  1,  17,  94,  98 

29,  75  196, 133, 150,  168,  919,  995 

Beirne,  Andrew,  of  Virginia,  1,  19,  77,  78,  163 

Bell,  John,  of  Tenn.  1,  41, 113, 114, 115,  167,  904 

Black,  Edward,  J.  of  Georgia,  116.117,  194,  139 

140, 158,  186,  187 

Buekwell,  Julius  W.  of  Tennessee    .  .  1, 59 

Boaidman,  William  W.  of  Connecticut,  98,  43,  76 

78, 199,  167 
Bond;  William  K.  of  Ohio  1,  196 

Books,  proposition*  to  give  to  members  of  Con- 
gress 996,  999,  930 
Botts,  John  W.  of  Virginia    .  37,38,49,43 
Bounty  Lands,  hill  for  satisfying  the  claims  of 

the  soldiers  of  last  war  to  .89 

Boyd,  Linn,  of  Kentucky,  .    1,  43,  996 

Branch  mints,  debate  on  motion  to  abolish,  184, 185 
Bieckenridge,  Henry  M.  of  Pennsylvania,  14,  14 1 

911.994 
Brewster,  David  P.  1,  98,36,  37,  43,44,  47,75 
Bcggs,  George  N.  of  Massachusetts,  1,  13,  14,  93 
41,  49,  43,  44,  53,  76,  78,  84,  88,  98,   101, 
116, 195,  140,  159, 161, 196,909,  998 
British  seizures  and  searches   .  .  999 

Broekway.JohnH.    .  .167,168 

Brown,  Aaron  V.  of  Tennessee,  1,  43,  59,  64,  77 

998 
Brown,  Albert  G.  of  Mississippi,  43, 81, 187,  997 
Burke,  Edmund,  of  New  Hampshire,  139,  163 

164,  165 
Butler,  Sampson,  of  South  Carolina  .  .  1, 75 

Bitter,  WUharn  O.  of  Kentucky  43  75,  94,  167 
Bvnum  Jesse  A.  of  North  Carolina,  158,  164,  184 

C. 
Calhoun,  William  B.  of  Mats.  .      l,  76, 116,  1 67 
Campbell,  John,  of  S.  C.  96,  97, 106, 151,  195  928 
Campbell,  William  B.  of  Tenn.         1, 98,  43, 900 
Caroline,  steamboat,  resolution  requesting  the 
President  to  communicate,  and  the  cor- 
respondence with  the  British  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject  of    .44,  73, 74,  75,  79 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions thereon  .  .170 
debate  on  ordering  it  to  be  printed,  171, 179 
Carr,  John,  of  Illinois,  1,  36,  75,  78,  89,  92, 116, 
119,  190,  195, 151,  159, 168,  181 
Carroll,  James,  of  Md.                      *           .93 
Carter,  Won  B.  ofTVno.                               .36 
Casey,  Zadok,  of  Illinois,  1, 98,  47,  59.  75,  89, 99, 
106,113.197,184,909,930 
Cayenne,  in  French  Guisns,  bill  regulating 

commercial  intercourse' with  195, 167 

Census,  bill  further  to  amend  the  act  to  pro- 
vide for  taking  the  sixth  census   .  75,97 
Chandelier,  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  causes 

of  its  falling  .         53, 86  | 


Chaplain,  resolution  to  go  into  the  election  of .  19 
Rev.  Thomas  C.  Braxton  elected  .    94 

resolution  to  repeal  the  law  fixing  the  sa- 
lary of  .  38,39 

Chapman,  Reuben,  of  Alabama,  1,  98,  195,  163 
169,907,919.917,999 

China,  resolution  ef  inquiry  into  our  political 
relations  with       .  .  .    94,28,29 

Chinn,  Thomas  W.  of  Louisiana,  1, 59, 61,  78,  86 

108 

Chittenden,  Thomas  C.  of  New  York,  43,  75,  78 

81,  89, 168 

Choctaw  treaty,  bill  to  revive  the  acts*  of  1837, 
1838,  for  appointing  commissioners  to 
sdjust  certain  claims  under  the  J  4th  arti- 
cle of  .  .  .  .44 

Claims,  Committee  on  .  .  .16 

authorized  to  employ  a  clerk  .94 

resolutions  of  instruction  to,       38,  39,  44,  81 
bills  reported  from  .  .         81,106 

reports  from        .  99,  106 

Clark,  John  C.  of  New  York,  1,  36, 159,  997, 998 

Clerk  of  the  House,  letters  from         .  47,  48 

Clifford,  Nathan,  of  Maine,  1,  98,99,  43,  78,  81 
89,  113, 155,  163,  169, 199,  903,  905 

Coles,  Walter,  of  Virginia  .      139,  146 

Commerce  and  navigation,  annaal  report  on  .  930 

Commerce,  Committee  on  .  .16 

resolutions  of  instruction  to         .    44,  59,  93 
bills  reported  from  .  .  89,  93,  106 

reports  from        ....  106 

Committees,  Standing,  order  for,  and  appoint- 
ment of    .  .  13,  16 

Conklmg,  Alfred,  report  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee on  certain  charges  against .  .  997 

Connor,  Henry  W.  of  N.  C  116,  181,996 

Contested  election  between  Me3srv.  Ingersolt 
and  Naylor,  47,  76,  63,  84,  87,  88,  95, 96  97 

101,  103 

Contested  elections,  bill  regulating  the  taking 
of  testimony  in  cases  of  .  .86 

Cooper,  Mark  A.  of  Georcia,  98,  99,  37,  38,  39 
150, 155,  158,  159,  169,   161,  164,  185,   186 

187,  908 

Cooper,  William  R.  of  Pennsyhranin .  .    47 

Counterfeiting,  bill  to  prevent  the.  counterfeit- 
ing any  foreign  copper,  gold,  silver,  or 
other  coin,  and  to  prevent  the  bringing  in- 
to the  United  States,  or  ottering  any  conn* 
terfeit  foreign  copper,  gold,  silver,  or  other 
coin         ...  61,  96 

Courts  of  the  United  SUfes,  bill  to  regulate  the 
forms  and  modes  of  proceeding  in,  to  re- 
gulate the  fee  bills,  and  to  limit  the  emolu- 
ments of  certain  officers  .  .44 

Crabb,  George  W.  ef  Alabama,  98,  44  47,  75,  93 

98,  197, 193,  150,  169,  169,  184, 198,907,908 

917.994,996,996 

Craig,  Robert,  of  Virginia     .  1,  94,  37,  117 

Cranston,  Robert  B.  of  Rhode  Island,  1,  13,  98 

59,  76 

Crary,  Isaac  E.  of  Michigan,  1,  75,  78,  106,  159 

176,  184,  903 

Crimes  against  the#United  States,  act  tojamend 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  ponisbment  of  certain 
crimes,  and  for  other  purposes     .  61,  96 

Crittenden,  Thomas  C.  of  N.  Y.  .1 

Crockett,  John  W.  of  Tennessee    .    1, 94,  39,  151 

Cross,  Edward,  of  Ark.  1,  98,  44,  47,  78, 167,  990 

Camberland  road,  proposition  to  direct  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  snaking  an  appro- 
priation for  39,  47,  86 

Currituck,  bill  to  abolish  the  iport  of  delivery 
at  ....      135,  926 

Curtis,  Edward,  of  N.  Y.  98,  43.  47,  89,  93,  106 
138,  139, 159, 164,  163,  901,  903.  996,  997 

Cushiag,  Caleb,  of  Miss  13,  17. 93,  93,  99,  43.  59 
75.76,77,84,86,88,99,194,  134,  139,  140 
147,  160,il61, 163,  167,  169,  170,  900,  903 

208, 921,  999 


Dana,  Amass,  of  N.  Y.         .  .     1,  43,  78 

Davee,  Thomas,  of  Maine  .      l 

Davies,  Edward,  of  Pa.  1,  43,  44,80,  168,  186 

196  | 
Davia,  John,  of  P*>  ,         1,88,113 


Davis,  John  W.  of  la.  1.  98,  99,  41,  73,  75,  78  80 

81,  86  89,  106, 908,  916.  996" 

Davis,  Garret,  of  Ky.  1, 39, 43,  44,  76. 81.  84.  94 

197,176.900,901 

Dawson,  William  C.  of  Ga.  98.  37,  39,  43,  78,  88 

94, 101, 113,  139,  140, 159, 169, 185,917, 998 

Dcberry,  Edmund,  of  N.  C.   .  .     47,75,89 

Debt,  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  abolish* 

ment  of  imprisonment  for  37,  44, 58, 96 

De  let,  James,  of  Ala.  98,  99,  44,  47, 75,  80, 115 

-    167,994 
Dennis,  John,  of  Md.  96,  47 

Deposite  banks,  bill  to  extend  further  indul- 
gence to  .  .*  .  •  .97 
Detroit,  an  act  supplementary  to  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  to  land 
in  the  town  of  Detroit,  and  Territory  of 
Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,*'  passed 
April  21,  1806     .           .  .61 
Dickerson,  Philemon,  of  N.  J.           .      167,  930 
District  of  Colombia,  Committee  on  .           .16 
bills  reported  from                       •  47,  89, 163. 
bill  making  temporary  provision  for  lu- 
natics in          .                   86, 88, 195, 187 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  benefit 

of  the  Northern  Liberty  Fire  Company    89 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Be- 
nevolent Society  .  107,  151 
bill  making  an    appropriation    for   tbe 

Island  Fire  Company  .  .163 

appropriation  for  the  repair  of  the  Pour 

mac  bridge  .  .181 

banks  of  the,  bill  to  continue  the  corpo- 
rate existence  of  .  2*2,  294,  999 
Done,  William,  of  Ohio  43,  81,  93. 1 68 
Dodg*,  A.  C.  of  Iowa'.  1,  75, 917,  928 
Doe,  Nicholas  B.  .  66,115 
Doig,  Andrew  W.  .1,  16,  51 
Doty,  J.  D.  of  Wiskonsan  .  1,  98,  59, 78,  994 
Downing,  Charles,  of  Florida,  1,  54,  75,  78, 158 

919,917,924,998 
Dromgoole,  Geo.  C.  of  Va    169,  169,  181, 190 
906, 9Q8, 209,  919, 917, 9*9  930 
Duncan,  Alexander,  of  Ohio,  1, 13, 17, 94,  99,  36 
75,  190,  195, 196, 197, 130 
Drawback,  bill  allowing  drawback  on  foreign 
merchandise  exported  in  the  original  pac*> 
aee  to  Chihnahna  and   Santa   Fe,  in 
Mexico   •  .75 

B. 

Earl,  Nehemiah  H.  of  N.  Y.  .  1,  51, 78 

Eastman,  Ira  A.  of  N.  H.  1, 98.  76, 198, 129, 156 

169,187,195,196 

Edwards,  John,  of     .  94, 168 

Elections,  Committee  oo  .16 

reports  and  resolutions  from  106, 169 

bill  regulating  the  taking  testimony  in 
oases  of  contested  elections,  and  for 
ether  purposes  .  .  169 

Ely,  John,  ot  N.  Y     .  1,28,75,167 

Emigrants,  statement  of  the  number  and  de* 
scription  of,  during  the  year  1840  .  229 

Evans,  George,  of  Maine,  28,  39,  94,113,  114 
115,  118,  158,  164,  169,  176,  187,  196,901 
903,  905, 907,919, 916, 917, 994, 927, 993, 930 

Everett,  Horace,  of  Vermont,  I,  94,  43.  44,  51,  59 

71,  92,  119,  120, 121, 125,  140,  152  161,  163 

161, 171, 173, 184,  203,  917,  994, 930 

Expenditor's  in  the  State  Department,  Com- 
mittee on  .16 

Expenditures  in   the  Treasury   Department 
Committee  on      .  .16 

Expenditures  hi  the  War  Department,  Com- 
mittee on .  .        .  •         .  .  .16 

Expenditures  in  the  Navy  Department,  Com- 
miltee  .  .16 

Expenditures  in  'the  Post  Office  Department, 
Committee  on  .  .16 

Expenditures  on  the  Public  Buildings,  Com- 
mittee on  .  .16 
report  from                              .           .    ${ 

P. 

Fillmore,  Millard,  of  N.  Y.  1.  24, 98.  44  47,  58 

73,.  76,  78,  80,  81,  84,  86,  87,  88,  96,  103 

104,  120,  136,  137,  138,  140,  163,  169, 174 

181,  198,  901,  902,  304,  911,  990,  991,  999 

Fine,  John,  of  N.Y.  •.  •  .  1,81 

Fisher,  Charles  .  .  .37,  51, 84 


10 


INDEX  TO  THE 


Fletcher,  Isaac,  of  Vu  1,132 

Florida,  bill  to  authorize  the  enlistment  of 

militia  in  •  •  .167 

bill  authorising  the  Legislative  eonncil  to 
change  the  time  of  meeting  of  the 
eonncil  ....  168 

bill  authorizing  the  adjustment  ef  losses 
sustained  by  eitizens  of  Florida  in  1814, 
by  the  United  8tates  troops     .  .168 

communication  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmitting  a  letter  from  General  Ar- 
mistead  on  the  removal  of  the  Semi* 
noles  .  155,161,169 

Floyd,  John  G.  of  New  York,  36,  47, 5i,  78, 163, 

181,301,310,311 

Foreign  Affairs,  Committee  on  •    16 

bills  reported  from  •  167,168 

reports  from  .  81,89 

Fornanos,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania    .     1, 75, 138 

Fourth  instalment,  bill  to  provide  for  the  pay 

ment  of,  to  the  States  .  44, 93, 116 

Franking  privilege  proposed  to  be  extended,  339 
French  spoliations,  bill  to  provide  for  the  satis- 
faction of  claims  dne  to  certain  Ameri- 
can citizens  for  spoliations  committed  on 
their  commerce  prior  to  the  31st  day  of 
July,  1801  .  .88 

Furniture  for  the  Presidents  House,  vote  on,    306 


Galbraitb,  John,  of  Pa.    1,  39,  43, 44,  78, 93,  161 

168, 169, 303 
Garland,  James,  of  Virginia,  36,  38, 58, 146 

Garland,  Rice,  of  Louisiana,  .  .89 

Gates,  Seth  M.  of  New  York,  1, 36.  43,  44 

Gentry,  Meredith  P.  of  Tennessee  1,  43,  303, 304 
Gerry  James  of  Pennsylraiia  1 

Giddings,  Joanna,  R.  of  Ohio       43, 51,  53,  58,  64 
78,  81, 93, 106, 155,  159, 169, 337 
Goggin,  William  L.  of  Virginia      36, 78, 8 1, 1 67 
Goode,  Patrick  G.  of  Ohio,  1, 38,  39, 43, 78 

Graham,  James,  of  N.  C.     38, 163, 163, 181, 185 

307,  337,  329 
Granger,  Francis,  of  N.  Y.      1, 3d,  43,  76, 80,  81 

171,173,303.305 

Graves,  William  J.  of  Kentucky,  77, 176, 177,178 

179,180, 181,  184,   185,  187,  196,  303,  304 

306,307,311,313,317,  334 

Green  Willis,  of  Kentucky,    1,  38, 75,  96, 97, 101 

150, 181, 186 

Griffin  John  K.  of  South  Carolina,  1, 43, 119 

GrinneU,  Moses  H.  of  N.  Y.      38,  43,  44,  47, 86 

93, 163, 173,  S01, 316,  230 

Grundy,  Hon.   Felix,  annunciation   of  his 

death,  and  resolutions  adopted  thereon    .    64 


Habersham,  Richard  W.  of  Georgia,    75.  94, 96 

106, 184 
Half-pay,  bin  extending  for  Ave  years  the  act 
of  1838,  granting  half-pay  to  certain  wi- 
dows and  orphans,       156, 169, 187, 195, 339 
Hall,  Hiland,  of  Vermont      .         1,  47, 167, 196 
Hammond,  Robert  H.  ef  Pennsylvania         .    38 
Hand,  Augustus  C  of  New  York,     1, 13,  S3,  34 
39,  36,  43,  47, 75,  78, 81, 88, 151, 168, 196 

333 
Harbors  on  the  Northern  and  Northwestern 

lakes       .  .  .37,43,135 

HaV^g*,  William  8.  of  Massachusetts  .  98 
Hastings,  John,  of  Ohio  1,  87 

Hawes,  Richard  of  Kentucky,  1,  81,170, 171, 311 
Hawkins,  Micajah  T.  of  North  Carolina  .  37 
Hayti,  claims.on  •  339 

Henry,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  1, 38,  38, 53,  75 
Hill,  John,  of  Virginia  .  1 

Hill,  John,  of  North  Carolina  .    37 

Hillen,  jr.  Solomon    .  .  1 

Hoffman,  Ogden,  of  New  York,       38,  36, 43,  47 

113,166,808,313 
Holmes,  Isaac  R.  of  South  Carolina,    74, 94, 139 

195 
Holt,  Charles,  report  of  committee,  to  whom 
his  petition  to  refund  a  fine  imposed  under 
the  Sedition  law  was  referred  .  166 

Holt,  Hines,  of  Georgia  .135 

Hook,  Rnos,  of  Pennsylvania  1, 38 

Hopkins,  George  W.  of  Virginia,  1, 13, 38, 39 
**  *^*        ■  93, 94, 163,  168, 196, 936 


Horses,  bill  further  to  continue  in  force  the 
♦'Act  for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other 
property  lost  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States11     .  .  .  .169 

Howard  Institution  of  the  .City  of  Washing* 
ton,  bill  for  the  benefit  of  .97 

Hubbard,  David,  of  Alabama,    39,  48,  58.  61, 78 
83,  84,  86, 87,  88,  96, 133,  134, 169, 176, 177 

181,217 

Hunt,  Hiram  P.  of  New  York,       38'.  43.  78. 187 

300, 303, 316,  330 

Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  of  Virginia,      38,  43,  330, 331 


Illinois,  memorial  of  Legislature  of  .  .    53 

Independent  Treasury  Law,  resolution  requir- 
ing information  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  its  .provisions  have  been  enforc- 
ed     .  .  .    13,39,36,58,339 
bill  to  repeal        .  .133 
Indian  Affairs,  Committee  on  .  .16 
bills  reported  from           .           -  .167 
Indian  disbursements                         .           .  330 
Indian  schools  in  Kentucky    .           .  .330 
Indiana,  bill  to  confirm  to  the  State  of  India- 
na the  lands  selected  by  said  State  for  the 
continuation  of  that  portion  of  the  Wa- 
bash and  Erie  Canal  that  lies  between  the 
mouth  of  the  Tippecaoe  river  and  Terre 
Haute,  and  for  other  purposes  44,  83,  96 

184  199 
Ingersoll,    Charles  J.    37,  41,  47,  84,  87,'   95 

101, 103 
Invalid  Pensions,  Committee  on  .16 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  38,  44 

bills  reported  from  .  81,89 

reports  from       ...  81, 89 

Iowa,  proportion  to  pay,  for  services  of  her 
militia,    .  .  .  ,338 


Jackson,  Thomas  B/of  New  York  1,  57 

James,  Francis,  of  Pennsylvania  .15 

Jameson,  John*  of  Missouri,  1, 71,  73,  75,  78, 103 
150,163,167,300,333,338 
Jenifer,  Daniel,  of  Maryland,     1. 11, 13,  43, 104, 
134, 149.  178,  179, 180 
Johnson,  Joseph,  of  Virginia,   1,  43,  43, 135, 163 

196 

Johnson,  William  Cost,  of  Maryland,     34, 38, 3d 

39,  43,  47,  48, 51,  56,  83,  84, 86.  87,  88,  93 

96, 13d,  130, 146, 147, 150, 151. 163, 181, 184 

187,306,310,330 

Johnson,  Cave,  of  Tennessee,  1,  34,  39, 58,  94, 101 

106, 158, 1 69,  301, 303,  303,  £04, 334 

Johnson,  Charles,  of  New  York,  1, 1 63 

Joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses  to  count  the 

Electoral  votes   .  .160 

Jones,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York,  1, 34,81, 114, 166 

337 
Jones,  John  W.  of  Virginia,  33,  39,  51, 86,  93, 95 
98,  101.  108,  117, 118,  130,  134,  135,  138 
139,  133,  134, 135, 138, 139,  140, 145,   147 
150,  164,155,166,  158,  163,  163,169,  176 
181,  184, 186.  187, 196,  198,  199,  300,  301 
803, 304, 305,  307, 310,  313,  316, 317,  330 
Judiciary,  Committee  on       .  .  .16 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  39,93 

bills  reported  from  .96 

reports  from  166,337 

Judicial  courts,  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  amend  the  act  approved  May 
13, 1800,  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  an  act  to  establish  the  judicial 
courts  of  the  United  States"  .  330 


Keim,  George  M.  of  Pennsylvania,   1, 36,  75, 839 
9  330 

Kemble,  Gonvernenr,  of  New  York,  1, 93, 167, 330 
Kempshall,  Thomas  of  New  York  43,  75 

Kentucky,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature,  of  137 

151 

Kille,  Joseph,  of  New  Jersey        .  .1,88 

King,  Thomas  Butler,  of  Georgia  •    88 


Land  patents,  bill  to  confirm  defective,      184, 309 


Lane,  Henry  8.  of  Indiana,        43,  44,  45,  47,  78 

130, 184, 199 
Lawrence,  Abbott,  of  Massachusetts  . 
Leadbetter,  Daniel  P.  of  Ohio  .    1,  58, 894 

Leet,  Isaac,  of  Pennsylvania,      1, 17,  43, 88, 140 

150,159,337,330 
remarks  on  announcing  the  death  of  Mr. 
Ramsey  .  .17 

Leonard,  Stephen  B.  of  New  York,  47,  78,  86, 168 

181,830 

Lewis,  Dixon  H.  of  Alabama  .  838 

Library,  Committee  on  the  .84 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  .  .53 

reports  from  .  .81 

Lincoln,  Levi,  of  Massachusetts,   1, 13, 38,  39,  41 

43,  47,  78,  93,  113,  115,  116,  146,  147,  151 

163,  163,  164,  176,  180,  184,  198,  308,  317 

8*0 
Louisiana,  bill  to  revive  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the 
State  of,  to  enter  the  back  lands,11  86,  106 
bill  entitled  "An  act  to  nnite  the  South- 
eastern land  district,  and  that  of  the 
Greeosburgh  district,  in  the  State  of, 
and  for  other  purposes19  86, 108 

proposition  to  refund  money  paid  for  cer- 
vices of  her  militia  .  838 
Lowell,  Joshua  A.  of  Maine  .  .88 
Lucas,  William,  of  Virginia  .  .1 
Lunatics  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  bill 
making  temdorary  provision  for,     86, 88, 185 

187 
M. 
MeCarty,  William  M.  of  Virginia,      78, 163, 181 
McClellan,  Abraham,  of  Tennessee    .  1 

McClure,  Charles  M.  of  Pennsylvania*        43, 53 
McColloch,  George,  of  Pennsylvania  .  1,  78 

McKay,  James  J.  of  North  Carolina  .       53, 163 
Maine,  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of 
claims  of  the  State  of,  for  services  of  her 
militia      .  .  .88,  89,  337, 838 

Mallory,  Francis,  of  Virginia,  -113,  148, 308, 310 

311,  313, 830 
Mallory,  Meredith,  of  New  York,  1, 38, 330 
Manufactures,  Committee  on  .  .16 

bills  reported  on   .  .  .  186 

reports  from  ....  167 
Marchand,  Albert  G.  of  Pennsylvania  1, 38,  38 
Martin,  Richard  P.  of  N.  Y.      1,  43,  78, 88, 135, 

210 
Mason,  Samson,  of  Ohio,   1, 75, 84, 104, 176, 181 

301,  308, 917 
Medill,  William,  of  Ohio,  1,  37, 43,  43, 75,  83,  84 

103,133,306 
Mileage,  Committee  on  .16 

bill  reported  from  •  •  .169 

bill  to  establish  a  more  uniform  rnle  of 
computing  mileage  and  per  diem  com- 
pensation of  member  of  Congress         .  169 
Military  Asylum,  bill  to  found  a,  for  the  relief 
and  support  of  invalid  soldiers  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States  .    89 

Military  Academy,  bill  to  provide  for  the  sup- 
port of,  for  the  year  1841  •  169 
Military  Affairs,  Committee  on  .16 
resolution  of  instruction  to  .  .53 
bills  reported  from  •  .  89,167 
reports  from  •  81,167 
Military  Bounty  Lands,  resolution  to  provide 
,  scrip  for  outstanding  land  warrants,  38 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  bounty 

land  warrants  •  .47 

bill  to  continue  in  force  the  first  section  of 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the 
time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land 
warrants,  and  returning  surveys  thereon 
to  the  General  Land  Office,*1  approved 
July  7, 1838    .  .168 

Militia,  Committee  on  .16 

Miller,  John,  of  Missouri  .     1,38,36 

Mississippi,  the  bill  to  confirm  the  survey  and 
location  of  claims  for  lands  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  east  of  the  Pearl  river, 
and  south  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of 
north  latitude  .  .  .113 

bill  to  relinquish  to,  the  two  per  cent 
fund  .  ,  195,  163 

Missouri,  letter  from  the  Governor  of .  .83 

bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the 
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final  udjustmeni  of  private  land  claims 
is  Missouri,  approved  9th  July,  1832, 
and  the  act  supplemental  thereto,  ap- 
proved 3d  March,  1833  97,  167 
Mfcfceftl,  Chartoi  F.  of  New  York     .    1,  75,  296 
Mobile  harbor,  bill  making  appropriatioai  to 

complete  ihe  improvements  of  3d,  44 

Monroe,  James,  of  N.  Y.  1,  34,  98,  36,  37,  43 

44,  53,  63,  71,  75,  76,  78,  89,  96, 141, 164 

176,  181,  196,  201,  906,  919,  999 

Montnnyu,  James  D.  L.  of  N.  Y.  1,  75,  78,  167 

Montgomery,  Wo,  of  N.  C.  1,  43,  44,  93,  106 

167.  916 
Morgan,  Christopher,  of  N.  Y.  99,  53,  73,  75,  78 
81,  140,  161,  163,  168,  176.  178,  181,  196 
904,  905,  917,  995 
Moore,  John,  of  La.  36,  43,  77,  916,  994 

Morris,  Samuel  W.  of  Pa.  .1,168 

Morris,  Calvary,  of  Oiio,  1,78,  83,  139,  168,  930 
Mono*  Jeremiah,  of  Ohio  .80 

N. 

National  defences,  bill  making  appropriations 
for  certain  fortifications  of  the  Uoited 
States  generally  for  the  year  1841,  and  for 
armament  of  fortifications;  also,  for  rais- 
ing a  company  of  sappers,  miners,  and 
pontDoiers,  and  appropriating  |500,000 
for  steamships  of  war  .  199 

Naturalization  laws,  bills  for  modification  of,    13 

93,  99,  36,  41 

Naval  Affairs,  Committee  on  .    16 

bills  reported  from  47,  81,  167 

reports  from  .167 

Navy,    (dee  Appropriations.)  t 

Bfavy  Department,  conunnnkations  from,  13,  46 

61,  78,  89,  107,  134 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  .93 

Navy  Pensions.    (See  Pensions.) 

Nayknr,  Charles,  of  Pennsylvania,    1,  37,  49,  43 
47,  71,  78,  95,  96,  97,  101,  103,  104 

New  Hampshire,  bill  relating  to  the  jadioial 
eottTts  ia  the  district  of    .  .  .  195 

Newbard,  Peter,  of  Pennsylvania  1 

New  Means,  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  extend 
the  limits  of  the  port  of    .  .106 

Newport  tmrrneks,  bill  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  improvements  at  .167 

Northwest  Territory,  joint  resolution  for  print- 
ings map  of  .167 

Northeastern  Boundary,  bill  making  farther 
provision  for  the  exploration  and  survey 
of  mat  pan  of  the  Northeastern  boundary 
line  of  the  United  States  which  separates 
the  States  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
from  the  British  provinces,  168,  169, 199, 900 

Northwestern  Territory,  Joint  resolution  to 
print  a  map  of  .167 

O. 

0g>,  Charles,  of  Pa.  .16 

Ohio,  canal  lands  in  .999 

Osborne,  Thomas  B.  of  Conn  .143 


Falen,Rafas,  of  N.  Y.  81,  89 

Fairish,  Isaac,  of  Ohio  1,  78 

Psrateaier,  William,  of  Man.  1,  98,  36,  76,  81 

93, 116. 167 
Parris,  Virgil  D.  of  Maine      .  .    94,98,78 

Patent  Office,  bill  making  appropriations  for  .  195 

168 
Patents,  CommisMoner  of,  letter  from  .  197 

Patents,  Committee  on  .  .16 

Paynler,  Lemuel,  of  Pennsylvania  .    28 

Peck.  Luther  C.  of  N.  Y.  1,  28,  76. 81, 114, 137 
140,  159,  168, 196,  900,  902 
Pennsylvania,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 

of 138 

Pensions,  bill  making  appropriation  for  the 

payment  of  Revolutionary  and  other 

pensioners  of  the  United  States  for  the 

year  1841  39, 154, 155,  158, 161 

bill  concerning  navy  pensions  nod  half 

pay,    47,  61,  69,  64,  70,  71,  73,  81,  229 
half  £ay  and,  to  certain  widows,  bill  to 
extend  the  act  of  Joly  7,  1838,  156,  169 

195 
Permanent  Prospective  Pre-emption,  bill  to  ee • 


a  system  of  general  permanent 

pre-emption  rights  in  favor  of  occupants 

of  the  public  lands  .  930 

Petrikin,  David,  of  Pa.  17,23,29,  147,  155,  162 

170,  184, 196. 199,  200 

Pickens,  Francis  W.  of  8.  C.  37,  59.  53,  56,  64 

73,   75,   78,  80,  81,  93,  134.  155,  168,  169 

170,  171,  179,  173,  187,  196.  911'  990,991 

Pope,  John,  of  Ky.  43,  77,  99, 195, 197,  128, 180 

220, 226, 228 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  Committee  on    .    16 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  39, 159 

reports  from  .163 

Post  Office  Department,  resolutions  of  instruc- 
tion to  ....    38,44,52 
communications  from,  51,  58, 83,89, 129, 130 
Prentiss,  John  H.  of  New  York  1,  28,  78 

President  of  the  United  States,  joint  committee 
appointed  to  inform  him  of  the  organi- 
zation of  Congress  .12 
annual  message  of  .12 
resolutions  directed  to                 .39,  44,  51 
communications  from,  13,  58,  72,  73,  79, 134 

169,229 
resolution  limiting  his  eligibility  to  one 

term  .38 

election  of.  Congressional    proceedings 
connected  therewith,  134, 139, 140, 159, 160 

163 
Private  Land  Claims,  Committee  on  .    16 

bills  reports  from  .  .  81,167 

reports  from  .167 

Privateer  Pension  Fund,  resolution  relative  to,   93 
Profit,  George  H.  of  la.  1, 39, 47,  48.  52,  61,  78 
106,  130, 150,  152,  155.  156, 163.  170,  176 
177, 196, 199,  207, 211, 217, 998, 930 
Public  Buildings  un4  Grounds,  Committee  on,    16 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  38,  59 

Commissioner  on,  communication  from,  41, 98 
Public  Eipendituies,  Committee  on    .  .16 

Public  Lands,  Committee  on  .  ..16 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  39,  59 

reports  from  •  .99, 10$ 

Public  Lands— bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  set. 
tiers  on  the,  who  were  deprived  of  the 
benefits  of  the  act  granting  pre-emption 
rights,  which  was  approved  on  the  19th 
ofjone,1834  58,163 

bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  the  inhabitants 
of  townships  deprived  of  the  16th  sec- 
tion by  Indian  reservations  •  58 
bill  to  change  the  mode  of  disposing  of  .  64 
bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  for  a 
limited  time,  an  act  approved  on  the  3d 
day  of  March,  1837,  entitled  "An  net 
fcr  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
to  adjust  the  claims  to  reservations  of 
land  under  the  14th  article  of  the  trea- 
ty of  1830,  with  the  Choctaw  Indians;*' 
-"and  also  an  act  approved  on  the  99d 
day  of  February,  1838,  entitled  an  act 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  net  Yor 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
adjust  the  claims  to  reservations  of 
lands  under  the  14th  article  of  the  tree* 
ty  of  1830  with  the  Choctaw  Indians* "    98 


Railroad,  bill  for.  the  relief  of  the  Selma  and 
Tennessee    '  .99,75,163 

Ramsey,  William  S.  of  Pennsylvania,  death 
of  announced  .17 

Randall,  Benjamin  28,76 

Randolph,  Joseph  F.  of  New  Jersey    1,  36.  77,  81 

Rarlden,  James,  of  Indiana   1, 28, 39,  43.  78.  86 
115, 159,  217  224,  236 

Rayner,  Kenneth,  of  North  Carolina  1, 147, 150 

158 

Red  river.    (See  Arkansas.) 

Reduction  of  salaries,  debate]  on  the  proposi- 
tion for   .  201,203.204 

Reed,  John,  of  Massachusetts  24,  38,  39,  47,  63 

63,  64,  71,  73,  76,  78,  81,86,  89,  167, 181 

196, 200, 907, 919, 999 

Resolutions  submitted  by — 

Mr.  Adams,  11,  13,24,  52,  70,94,  133, 134 
Mr.  Andrews  39,159,908 

Mr.  Atherton  .19 

Mr.  Banks  .159,90$ 


Resolutions  submitted  by 

Mr.  Barnard 

•          • 

37»*5 

Mr.  Beirne 

•        .  • 

.    77 

Mr.  Blackwell     . 

.          , 

.    5ft 

Mr.  Boardman    . 

,          , 

.  129 

Mr.  Botts 

•          . 

37,38 

Mr.  Briggs 

#          # 

.  999 

Mr.  Brown,  A.  V. 

• 

59,  7T 

Mr.  Burke 

•          . 

164,165 

Mr.  Campbell,  John 

• 

W'!2! 

Mr.  Casey 

• 

.    106 

Mr.  Chapman    • 

.          • 

.    169 

Mr.  Cooper,  M.  A. 

. 

.     98 

Mr.  Crabb 

.          . 

.     93 

Mr.  Cranston     . 

.          . 

13,52 

Mr.  Cashing 

.          . 

99,167 

Mr.  Daviee 

•          . 

.     44 

Mr.  Davis,  Garret 

. 

39,  77,  94 

Mr.  Dawson 

•          • 

.      39 

Bar.  Dellett 

.          . 

.     99 

Mr.  Doty 

,          , 

.    294 

Mr.  Evans 

•           . 

.  980 

Mr.  Everett 

M,44,M, 

99, 119, 121 

Mr.  Fillmore 

24,44,136 

Mr.  Fornance 

, 

.  138 

Mr.  Oalbraith     • 

. 

44,909 

Mr.  Gates 

. 

.    44 

Mr.  Qiddings      . 

• 

.    93 

Mr.  Goods 

. 

.    39 

Mr.  Graham 

. 

.    38 

Mr.  Grinnell 

# 

.    44 

Mr.  Hammoad 

. 

.    38 

Mr.  Henry 

• 

38,52 

Mr.  Hopkins       • 

. 

.    94 

Mr.  Hunt 

. 

•    3$ 

Mr.  Johnson,  C 

• 

.  158 

Mr.  Johnson,  W.  O. 

. 

.  150 

Mr.Kcmble 

. 

.    93 

Mr.  Leadbetter    . 

• 

.    59 

Mr.  Leet  - 

• 

18,159 

Mr,  Lincoln 

99 

,93,113,138 

Mr.  McCleilan    . 

. 

•    5ft 

Mr.McClure    •. 

• 

-    5ft 

Mr.  Marchand    . 

, 

•    38 

Mr.  Mason,  &     . 

• 

.    75 

Mr.  Mitchell 

, 

•  996 

Mr.  Montgomery 

. 

.    93 

Mr.  Moore 

. 

.    77 

Mr.  Peck 

# 

.  114 

Mr.  Petrikin 

. 

.    94 

Mr.  Pickens 

. 

•  194 

Mr.  Pope 

, 

.  -77 

Mr.  Profit 

• 

39,58 

Mr.  Randolph     . 

. 

.    96 

Mr.  Rariden 

. 

.    39 

Mr.  Reynolds 

. 

78, 113 

Mr.  Russell 

1 

1, 19,  24,  290 

Mr.  Sergeant 

, 

.    96 

Mr.  Smith,  A.     . 

• 

.    44 

Mr.  Smith,  Truman 

. 

.    44 

Mr.  SaltoaetaU    . 

. 

.    93 

Mr.8tnnly 

. 

.    13,38,94 

Mr.  Taliaferro    . 

# 

.      1 

Mr.  Thompson,  J.  W 

.    17 

Mr.  Thompson,  W. 

. 

.    93 

Mr.  TiUinghant    . 

. 

13, 24, 52, 79 

Mr.  Tolaad 

. 

.    38 

Mr.  Weller 

. 

.    52 

Mr.  Williams,  J.  L. 

. 

39,156 

Mr.  Williams  of  Con. 

. 

.    44 

Mr.  Winthrop 
Reynolds,  John,  of  Uttaoii 

. 

.    93 

>,S8,43.i 

0,  58,  61,  75 

78. 

113, 115,  147 

Revisal  and  unfinished  business,  Com 

imitsteoe,  16 

Revolutionary  Claims,  Committee  oj 

i            .    16 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 

44,  59 

bills  reported  from 

• 

.    47,81,167 

reports  from 

. 

.  81, 166, 167 

Revolutionary  Pensions,  Committee 

oa          .    16 

resolutions  of  instruction  to 

.     14,59,99 

bills  reported  from 

. 

.      47,  81,  89 

reports  from 

. 

81,  88 

Rhett,  R.  Barnwell,  of  South  Carol 

Una,  117,  lift 
139, 196,  900 
ilatare  of,  15ft 

Rhode  laUad,  resolutions  of  the  Legit 

Ridgway,  Joseph,  of  Ohio 

Rives,  John  C.  )e«ej(fro*,ohme  i 

...     -I 

mbjeetof 

I         the  printing  and  binds 
I            report  of  Select  Cca; 

at  of  the 

House,  72,  78 

imitlscthi 

toon      •  106 
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Rives,  Francis  E.  of  Virginia,  28,  47,  52, 101, 103 

106, 133,  900, 909,  911 

Roads  and  Canals,  Committee  on       •  .16 

Robinson,  Thomas,  jr.  of  Delaware   . 

Itogere,  Edward,  of  New  York  1,17 

Rogers  James.  .  .73 

Rales  of  the  House,  proposition  to  amend     .    39 

Ro«e)l,  David,  of  New  York,  1, 11, 19, 94,  98, 43 

M,  76,  81, 106, 118,  120, 150.  151,  169, 169 

198,217,290,997 

Byall,  Daniel  B.  of  New  Jersey         .         94,  73 


Saltonatall,  Leveretr,  of  Massachusetts,  36,  43.  51 
64,  76,  93,  94,  901,  207, 910,  919,  917 
Samuels,  Green  B.  of  Virginia  .    1,  78,  166 

Schools  for  Indians,  resolution  concerning  .  75 
School  lands,  hill  to  authorize  the  Legislatures 
of  the  8 utes  of  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and 
Tennessee,  to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  ap- 
propriated for  ihe  use  of  schools  in  those 
States       ...  98,  159    163 

Select  Committees       ...         13,  81 
on  Printing  .  .  .      106,  113 

on  Stationery  .  .  .132 

on  Steamboat  Disasters    .  .  .43 

on  Tobacco  Trade  .  .         13,16 

reports  from         .  .  .81,  93,  106 

Sergeant,  John,  of  Pennsylvacia,  1,  95,  96,  138 

199, 900,  926,  227 
Shaw,  Tristram,  of  New  Hampshire  .  .    50 

Shepard,  Chas.  of  North  Carolina,  1,  63,  64,  70 

78,  81,  145 
Silks,  bill  to  lay  a  duty  on  imported  manufac- 
tured silk  ...  98,  99,  100 
Simon  ton,  William,  of  Pennsylvania .  .      1 
Stade,  William,  of  Vermont .           1,  43,  51,  76 
Smith,  Albert,  of  Maine,  1,  42,  43,44,  61,  79,  135 
137, 149, 151,  159,  156    159,  170,   176,  177 
908,  216, 990, 991,  224,  228 
Smith,  John,  of  Vermont  1,28 
Smith,  Truman,  of  Connecticut,  1,  28,  43,  44,  47 

106 
Smith,  Thomas,  of  Indiana,  T,  86,  149,  159,  161 
162, 196,  198, 203, 207,  211 
South  Carolina,  report  and  resolutions  of,  on 

Federal  relations  .  .151 

Spanish  vessels,  bill  concerning  tonnage  doty 

on  ....        81,  228 

Sneaker  of  the  House,  vote  of  thanks  to       .  229 
valedictory  of      .  .  .  .230 

Standard  weights  and  measures,  authorizing 
'  sets  to  be  furnished  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment .  134 
Stanly.  Edward,  of  North  Carolina,  13, 17,  23,  36 
37,  38,  44,  47,  52,  53,  73,  74,  75,  93,  94,  101 
113,  130,  133,  162, 166,  176,  177,   178,  186 
187, 195,  196,  200,  203,  206, 227,  230 
Starkweather,  David  A.  of  Ohio                 75,  222 
State  Department,  communications  from,  78,  134 

229 
State  banks,  report,  transmitting  returns  of  .  929 
Stationery,  debate  upon  the  prices  paid  for  .  163 
Steam,  bill  to  provide  for  purchssing  the  patent 

for  Raub's  self-acting  safety-valve,  43, 93 
150, 161,  201 
hill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  employ  persons  to  con- 
struct apparatus  with  a  view  to  extin- 
guish fires  on  board  steamboats,  and  io 
test  its  utility    .  .     93,150,161,901 

bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  better  security  of  the 
lives  of  passengers  on  board  of  vessels 
propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam," 
approved  July  7,  1838,  and  for  other 
purposee  .  .     93,  150,  161,  901 

bill  to  authoi ize  the  8ecreiary  of  the 
Treasury  to  procure  steam  vessels  for 
the  re  venue  service  .169 

Steenrod,  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  1, 140,  148,  152  187 

204 
Strong,  Theron  R.  of  New  York,   1,  28,  43, 78,  81 

93,168 
Stuart,  John  T.  of  Illinois  .       1,  43,  78 

Sumter,  Thomas  D.  of  South  Carolina,        1, 167 
Surveyor  General,  bill  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for 
tha  discontinuance  of  the  offlce  of  sur- 


veyor general  in  the  several  districts,  so 
soon  as  the  surveys  therein  can  be  com- 
pleted, for  abolishing  land  offices  under 
certain  circumstances,  aod  for  other  pui- 
poses,' "  approved  Jane  12,  1840,       107,  163 

Swearingen,  Henry,  of  Ohio  . 

Swartwout,  Samuel,  bill  to  ahthorizs  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  to  make  an  ar- 
rangement or  compromise  with  any  of 
the  sureties  on  bonds  given  to  the  United 
States  by  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collec- 
tor of  the  customs  for  the  port  of  New 
York       ....       125,  166 

Sweney,  George,  of  Ohio  1,16,75,166 

T. 

Taliaferro,  John,  of  Virginia  1, 28,  47,  52,  81,  99 

166 
Taney,  Hon.  Chief  Justice,  letter  from,  an- 
nouncing the  death  of  Hon.  P.  P.  Bar- 
bour       .  .    .       .    •  .909 
Tariff,  bill  for  the  more  faithful  collection  of 

the  duties  on  imports  .  .  52,167 

letter  of  Mr.  Jaffray  in  connection  with 

52,76 
propositions  to  impose  a  tariff  on  wines 

spirits,  and  other  luxuries,  96, 101,  109, 150 
bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  entitled 
"An  set  to  alter  and  amend  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  o'n  imports,"  ap- 
proved July  14th,  1839,  as  exempts 
pins  of  foreigQ  manufacture  fiom  the 
payment  of  duties;  and  proposes  to 
subject  them,  when  imported,  after 
the  £  rst  day  of  April  next,  to  a  duty 
of  twenty  percent,  ad  valorem  .  126 

Taylor,  Jonathan,  of  Ohio  .    1,  36,  51, 104 

Tennessee— bill  to  amend  an  act  to  authorize 
the  State  of,  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  ti- 
tles to  the  lands  therein  described,  and  to 
settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unap- 
propriated lands  within  the  same,  24,  39,  75 

106,  151, 176 
Territories,  Committee  on  .  .16 

resolution  to  make  bills  concerning,  a  spe- 
cial order         ....  994 
Thomas,  Francis,  of  Maryland,    1,   47,  61,  62 

64,  70,  71 
Thomas,  Philip  F.  ef  Maryland  1, 16,  166 

Thompson,  Waddy,  of  South  Carolina,  70,  71,  75 
76,88,89,93,  94,   115,   117,  118,  141,  155 
158,   159,   162,  176,  181,  187,  195,  196,  199 
900,  201,  211,  216,  220,  221.  228 
Thompson,  John  B.  of  Kentucky         .         17, 28 
announces  death  of  Hon.  S.  H.  Ander- 
son      .  .  .  .  .17 
Thompson,  Jacob,  of  Mississippi,  37.  43,  44,  58 
86,  69,  96,  100, 119,  163,  900,  201,  904,  911 
Tillinehast,  Jofleph  L.  of  Rhode  Island  1,  13,  17 
94,  98,  29.  36.  43.  51, 52,  53  63,  64,  79,  81 
88, 126, 159,  163,  164,  170, 175, 176,  184, 185 
.  196,  203,  207,  217,  220,  221, 924  227 
Tobacco  trade,  select  committee  on    .           13,16 
Toland,  George  W.  of  Pennsylvania,  1,  38,  43,  75 

78,  169 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  communica- 
tion from  .  .  .  .89 
Treasury  Department,  resolutions  requesting 

information  of  the,  13,  29,  37,  38,  39,  52 

93,  94.  113,  119 

communications  from,  24,  41,58,72.  78,88 

107,  134,  229,  230 

Solicitor  of,  communications  from  13 

Treasury  notes,  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of,  93 

101,    108,   113,    114,   117,  118,  120,  125 

126, 127, 128, 129.  130,  132,  133,  134,  135 

136,  137,  138,  139,  140, 141,  145, 146, 147 

148,  149,  150 

amendments  proposed  to  .  .      149,  150 

Triplett,  Philip,  of  Kentucky,  1,  43,  75, 136, 138 

139, 167,  298 
Tropical  plants,  bill  to  encdurage  the  introduc- 
tion of     .  .  .  .       113, 163 
Turney,  Hopkins,  L.  of  Tennessee,  1,  36,  39.  71 
75,  78,  84,  93, 140,  159,  166,  176,  927 

U. 
Underwood,  Joseph  R.  of  Kentucky,  1,  42,  43,  44 


47,  52,  75,  80,  88.    149,  151,  158,  163,  164 

168,  170,  176,  177,  187,  196,  196,  199,  901 

202,  903,  911,  919,  917,  993,  330 


Vanderpoel,  Aaron,  of  New  York,  99,  36,  47,  86 
96,  103,  133,  134,  135,  169,  170,  174,  176 
177,  901,  903,  908,  991,  994,  996,  998,  930 

Vermont,  bill  to  reimburse  the  State  of,  for  ser- 
vices of  her  militia  .  .167 

Vroom,  Peter  D.  of  New  Jersey  1 , 1 67 


Wagener,  David  D.  of  Pennsylvania,  1,  98,  43 

Wagner,  Peter  J.  of  New  York  .   1,  98,  47 

War  Department,  resolutions  of  inqu'ry,  29,  39 

communications  from,  94,  47,  78,106,  130 

154,  197,  930 
Warren,  Lott  of  Georgia  .  115, 116, 169,  187 
Washington  City  Benevolent  Society,  bill  to 

incorporate  .        107,  151 

Wattereun,  Harvey  M.  of  Tennessee,  63, 104,  113 

140,997 
Ways  and  Means,  Committee  on  -     16 

bills  reported  from,  93,  39,  51,  86.  93, 95, 156 
Welter,  John  B.  of  Ohio,  1,  39,  51,  75,  78,  80,  89 
141,178,180,901,910   916 
White,  Edward  D.  of  Louisiana  905,998 

White,  John  of  Kentucky    .  •  1,  135 

Wick,  William  W.  of  Indiana,      1,  98, 167,  911 
Williams,  Jared  W.  of  New  Hampshire,  1.  43,  78 

106,  169 
Williams,  Thomas  W.  of  Connecticut,  1,  94,  43 

44,  115.  135,  169 

Williams,  Henry  of  Massachusetts      .  1,  43,  116 

Williams,  Lewis  of  North  Carolina,  1, 11,  17,  58 

73,  83,84, 86, 87, 104, 106, 140, 151, 154, 163 

176,181,184.187.906,994 

Williams,  Joseph  L.  of  Tennessee,  17,  98,  39, 156 

163 
Williams,  Christopher  H.  of  Tennessee,  1, 98, 89 

167,179,904 
Williams,  Sherrod  of  Kentucky         -  .135 

Winthrop,  Robert  C.  17, 98,  51,  93,  94, 106,  117 

903 

Wise,  Henry  A.  of  Virginia,  17,  37,  49,  43,  48,  59 

53,  62,  93,  100, 101, 103, 104.  106,  115, 116 

117, 191,  198,  199,  130,  139, 133,  135,  140 

141,  146,  149,  150,   152,  158,  176,  178,  179 

180, 203,  204,  205,  906,  208,  909,  994,  925 

227,998,929,930 

Wiskonsan,  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 

the  Territory  of  .  .41 

Worthington,  John  T.  H.  of  Maryland        .    78 


Yeas  and  Nays  on  laying  on  the  table  the  mo* 
tion  to  rescind  the  rale  of  the  House  re- 
lative to  Abolition  petitions     .  .     13 

on  ordering  President's  message  to  be 
printed  .  •  .17 

tin  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  establish  a     " 
uniform  role  of  naturalization  .    93 

on  adopting  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
Committee  of  Claims  to  employ  a  clerk,    94 

to  lay  on  the  table  a  resolution  to  pay  the 
claimants  to  contested  seats  from  New 
Jersey  ...  .36 

on  adopting  the  resolution  •    37 

on  granting  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  laws  fixing  the  salary  of  the 
Chaplain  .  .38 

on  reconsidering;  the  vtteby  which  the 
bill  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  natu- 
ralization was  referred  to  the  Commit* 
tee  on  the  Judiciary      .  .  .41 

on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  a  reso- 
lution instructing  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  to  make  an  appiopria* 
tion  for  the  Cumberland  road  .    47 

on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  a  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  reporting  a  bill  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  Cumberland  road  .    48 

on  the  reception  of  an  Abolition  petition  .    51 
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Teas  and  Nays— 

on  amotion  to  suspend  (he  rales  to  refer 
the  bill  proriding  for  the  more  faithful 
execution  of  the  laws  for  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports 

on  the  reference  of  the  above  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures  . 

on  the  motion  to  ley  on  the  table  a  resc- 
larjoa  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  to  report  a  prospective 
pre-emption  law 

on  repealing  the  act  of  March  3,  1837, 
entitled  an  net  for  the  more  equitable 
administration  of  the  navy  pension  fund, 

on  reeencideriag  the  above 

on  reconsidering  the  resolution  by  which 
Mr.  Ingeisoll  was  permitted  to  be  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  House 

on  laying  on  the  table  the  bill  making 
temporary  provision  for  lunatics  in  the 
District  of  Columbia    . 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill 

ob  reconsidering  the  vote  by  which  the 
bill  was  rejected 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill 

on  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution  in  fa- 
vor of  continuing  for  five  years'  pen- 
sions to  certain  widows 

ng  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 


npasfiUj 
/.Ro«j 


on  laying  certain  resolutions  respecting 
removals  from  office  on  the  t  able 


61 


84 


99 
93 
94 


Yeas  and  Nays— 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  abolishing 
Imprisonment  for  debt  .96 

on  making  a  bill  laying  a  duty  on  fo- 
reign silks,  a  special  order  98, 100 

on  taking  up  a  resolution  instructing  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  bring 
in  a  bill  laying  duties  upon  wines,  silks, 
and  other  articles  of  luxury  .  101 

on  making  the  Treasury  Note  bill  a  spe- 
cial order  .101 

on  making  the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy,  a  speceial  order  103 

on  a  motion  to  dispense  with  further  pro- 
ceedings in  a  call  of  the  House  .  104 

on  adopting  a  resolution  declaring  Mr. 
Nay  lor  duly  elected  to  Congress  .  104 

on  a  resolution  to  suspend  the  rules  in  fa- 
vor of  a  resolution  to  pay  mileage  and 
per  diem  compensation  to  Mr.  Inger- 
soll 106 

en  motion  to  go  into  committee  on  the 
Treasury  note  bill  .118 

on  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
Independent  Treasury  law  .  133 

on  suspending  the  rules  to  introduce  a  re- 
solution to  terminate  the  discussion  on 
v        the  Treasury  note  bill  .  .138 

on  motion  to  go  into  the  Committee'of  the 
Whole.  .140 

on  concurring  in  the  amendment  to  the 
Treasury  note  bill,  to  authorize  five 


Yeas  and  Nays—- 

millions  to  be  issued  subsequent  to  the 
-  4  h  of  March    .  .150 

on  engrossing  Treasury  note  bill .  .  150 

on  making  the  bills  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia a  special  order   .  .    150,  151 

on  laying  the  Tennessee  land  bill  upon 
the  table  .151 

on  a  proposition  to  appropriate  $100,000 
to  such  of  the  Seminoles  as  may  agree 
to  emigrate  .168 

on  granting  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for 
the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  to 
the  States  .166 

on  printing  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  en  the  correspon- 
dence respecting  the  steamboat  Caroline, 
and  the  documents  connected  therewith,  174 

175 

on  the  passage  of  the  Tennessee  Land  bill,  176 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  granting  pen- 
sions to  certain  widows  and  orphans    .  196 

on  reducing  the  salaries  of  United  States 
marshals  and  attorneys  .  205 

on  appropriations  for  completion  and  fur- 
niture of  New  York  custom-house       .  305 

on  appropriations  for  new  furniture  in  the 
President's  House        .  .  906 

on  striking  out  the  appropriation  for  a  Mi- 
nister to  Mexico  .  .  306 

on  reducing  the  compensation  of  post- 
masters .306 


CONGRESSIONAL.  GLOBE. 


26th  Cong.—..„.2nd  Skss. 


THRUSDAY,  DECEMBER  17,  184a 


BT  BLAIR  &  RIVES. 


Volume  9~~..~Jfa.  l. 


-WEEKLY- 


PRICK  "#1  PER  SESSION. 


CONGRESS. 

Monday,  December  7,  1840. 

This  being  the  day  set  apart  by  the  Constitution 
for  the  meeting  of  Congress,  the  following  Senators 
appeared  in  their  seats: 

Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  CRITTEN- 
DEN, FuLTON,  HUNTINGDON,   LlNN,  LUMPKIN,  PoR- 

Tsm,  Prentiss,  Suits  of  la.,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Wall,  Wright,  Young. 

At  13  o'clock,  the  Secretary,  in  the  absence  of 
the  presidiog  officer,  called  the  Senate  to  order,  and 
then  being  no  qaornm  present, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  Senate  adjourn- 
ed until  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

At  Id  o'clock,  the  Speaker  called  the  House  to 
order. 

The  Clerk  then  called  the  roll  by  Slates,  when 
the  following  gentlemen  answered  to  their  names, 

Maine— Messrs.  Hugh  J.  Anderson,  Nathan 
Clifford,  Benjamin  Randall,  and  Albert  Smith. 

New  Hampshire— Messrs.  Charles  G.  Ather- 
tott,  Ira  A.  Eastman,  and  Jared  W.  Williams. 

Massachusetts. — Messrs.  John  Quincy  Adams, 
Osmyn  Baker,  Levi  Lincoln,  William  Parmenter, 
and  Henry  Williams. 

Rhodc  Island— Messrs.  Robert  B.  Cranston  and 
Joseph  L.  TiUinghast. 

Connecticut— Messrs.  Thomas  B.  Osborne  and 
Joseph  Trumbull.  ,, 

Vermont— Messrs.  Horace  Everett,  Hiland 
Hall,  William  Slade,  and  John  Smith. 

Nnw  York.— Messrs.  David  P.  Brewster,  Amasa 
Dana,  Nehemiah  H.  Earl,  John  Ely,  John  Pine, 
Francis  Granger,  Augustus  C.  Hand,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  Oiarles  Johnston',  Nathaniel  Jones,  Gou- 
vernenr  Kemble,  James  Monroe,  Lather  C.  Peck, 
John  H.  Prentiss, David  Russell,  Theron  R.  Strong, 
and  Peter  J.  Wagner. 

New  Jersey — Messrs.  Joseph  F.  Randolph  and 
Peter  D.  Yroom. 

Pennsylvania— Messrs.  William  Beatty,  James 
Cooper,  Edward  Da  vies,  Toseph  Fornance,  Thomas 
Henry,  Enos  Hook,  George  M.  Keim,  Isaac  Leet, 
aamoel  W.  Morris,  George  McCulloch,  William 
Simonton,  George  W.  Toland,  and  David  D. 
Wageaer. 
Maryland. — Mr.  Daniel  Jenifer. 
Virginia— Messrs.  Robert  Craig,  Geonre  W. 
Hopkins,  Robt  M.  T.  Hunter,  Speaker,  William 
Lucas,  Green  B.  Samuels,  Lewis  Steenrod,  and 
John  Taliaferro. 

North   Carolina— Messrs.  Kenneth   Rayner 
and  Lewis  Williams. 
South  Carolina.— Mr.  Thomas  D.  Sampter. 
Kentucky.— -Messrs.  Linn  Boyd,  Willis  Green, 
Richard  Hawes,  and  Joseph  R.  underwood. 

Tennessee.— Messrs.  John  Bell,  Julius  W. 
Bmckwell,  John  W.  CrocketLCave  Johnson,  Abra- 
ham McClellan,  Harvey  M.Watterson,  and  Chris- 
topher H.  Williams. 

Ohio.— Messrs.  William  Key  Bond,  Alexander 
Duncan,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  John  Hastings,  Daniel 
P  I^awetter,  Samson  Mason,  William  Medil), 
Calvary  Morris,  Isaac  Parrish,  Joseph  Ridgway, 
and  George  Sweney. 

Indiana.— Messrs.  John  W.  Davis,  George  H. 
Pxomt,  James  Rariden,  and  Thomas  Smith. 
Illinois— Mr.  Zadok  Casey , 
Missouri— Mr.  John  Miller. 

The  following  gentlemen  elected  to  fill  the  va- 
cancies occasioned  by  the  resignation  and  death  ef 
frraer  members,  were  then  announced  and  seve- 
rally look  the  usnal  oath,*  viz: 


Mr.  Charles  McClure,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Robert  C.  Winthrop,  of  Massachusetts. 

Jeremiah  Morrow,  of  Ohio. 

Henry  S.  Lane,  of  Indiana, 

William  W.  Boardman,  of  Connecticut. 

Nicholas  B.  Doe,  of  New  York. 

John  B.  Thompson,  of  Kentacky. 
The  Speaker  then  counted  the  House,  and  there 
being  no  quorum, 

At  tea  minutes  past  twelve,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lewis  Williams, 
The  House  adjourned. 

SENATE. 
Tuesday,  December  6, 1840. 

At  12  o'clock,  the  Hon.  W.  R.  King,  President 
pro  tempore,  called  the  Senate  to  order,  and  it  being 
ascertained  that  there  was  not  a  quorum  present, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana,  the  Senate 
adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

In  addition  to  those  whose  names  were  given 
yesterday,  we  noticed  the  foils  wing  Senators  in  at- 
tendance:  Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Kino, 
Merrick,  Norvell,  and  Robinson. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

After  the  journal  of  yesterday  had  been  read, 
and  it  appearing  therefrom  that  the  House  had  ad- 
journed for  want  of  a  quorum, 

The  Speaker  directed  the  Clerk  to  call  over  the 
names  of  me  absentees;  which  being  done,  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  responded,  viz: 

From  Massachusetts. — Messrs.  George  N. 
Briggs  and  William  B.  Calhoun. 

Connecticut — Messrs.  Truman  Smith  and 
Thomas  W.  Williams. 

Vermont— Mr.  Isaac  Fletcher. 

New  York — Messrs.  Daniel  D.  Barnard/Thomas 
C.  Crittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Millard  Fillmore,  Ssth 
M.  Gates,  Gouverneur  Kemble,  Meredith  Mallory, 
Richard  P.  Marvin,  Charles  F.  Mitchell,  James  » 
De  La  Montanya,  and  Edward  Rodgers. 

New  Jersey.— Mr.  Joseph  Kille. 

Pennsylvania. — Messrs.  John  Davis,  John  Gal* 
braith,  James  Qerry,  Albert  G.  Marchand,  Charles 
Naylor,  Peter  Newbard,  and  John  Sergeant. 

Maryland — Messrs.  Solomon  Hillcn,  Francis 
Thomas,  and  Philip  F.  Thomas. 

Virginia.— Andrew  Beirne,  John  Hill,  and  Jo- 
seph Johnson. 

North  Carolina — Messrs.  William  Montgo- 
mery and  Charles  Shepard. 

South  Carolina— Messrs.  Sampson  H.  Butler 
and  John  K.  Griffin. 

Kentucky. — Messrs.  Landaff  W.  Andrews,Gar- 
ret  Davis,  Philip  Triplett,  and  John  White. 

Tennessee.— Messrs.  Aaron  V.  Brown.  Wil- 
liam B.  Campbell,  Meredith  P.  Gentry,  and  Hop-  ' 
kins  L.  Turney. 

Ohio.— Messrs.  Jonathan  Taylor  and  John  B. 
Weller. 

Louisiana— Mr.  Thomas  W.  Chinn. 

Induna— Messrs.  John  Carr  and  William  W. 
Wick. 

Mississippi — Mr.  Albert  G.  Brown. 

Illinois— Mr.  John  T.  Stuart. 

Alabama.— Mr.  Reuben  Chapman. 

Missouri. — Mr.  John  Jameson. 

Arkansas.— Mr.  Edward  Cross. 

Michigan.— -Mr.  Isaac  E.  Crary. 

Florida.— Mr.  Chanes  Downing. 

Mr.  Dodge,  Delegate  from  Iowa,  and  Mr.  Dorr, 
Delegate  from  Wiskonsin,  were  then  duly  quali- 
fied, and  took  their  seats. 

There  being  now  a  quorum, 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Taliaferro,  it  waa 
Rmhtiy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  to  join  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform 
him  that  a  quorum  of  the'two  Houses  is  assem- 
bled, and  that  Congress  is  now  ready  to  receive 
any  communication  he  may  be  pleased  to  "^V* 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Taliaferro  and  Bar.  Give 
Johnson  were  appointed  k  the  said  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  House, 
Mr.  Taliaferro  also  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate. 
informing  that  body  that  a  quorum  of  the  ff^itft 
of  Representatives  is  assembled,  and  that  the 
House  is  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  Adams  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  to- 
morrow move  to  rescind  the  21st  rule  of  the  House 
adopted  on  the  38th  of  January  last;  which  is  as 
follows: 

"No  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  or  other  pa- 
per praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  or  any  State  or  Territory,  or  the 
slave  trade  between  the  States  or  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  in  which  it  now  exists,  shall  be  re- 
ceived by  this  House,  or  entertained  in  any  way 
whatever." 

Mr.  Casey  observed,  that  he  had  just  learned 
there  was  no  quorum  present  in  the  Senate}  and, 
as  there  would  probably  be  none  to-day,  be  would 
move  that  the  House  adjourn. 

And,  at  half-past  twelve,  p.  m. 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Wednesday,  December  9, 1840. 
The  Senate  was  called  to  order  by  the  Hon.  W. 
R.  King,  President  fro  tempore,  when  the  following 
Senators  appeared  in  their  places: 

MAINE. 

Mr.  Rugglrs. 

NEW  HAMP8HIRP: 

Mr.  Hubbard,  Mr.  Pierce. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Mr.  Davis. 

VERMONT. 
Mr.  PRENTI83. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Bar.  Huntington. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Mr.  JLnight,  Mr.  Dixon. 

™.  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  Wright. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Mr.  Wall. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Sturgeon. 

DELAWARE. 
Mr.  Clayton. 

Maryland. 
Mr.  Merrick. 

GEORGIA.. 

Mr.  Lumpkin. 

ALABAMA. 

Mr.  King,  Mr.  Clay. 

KENTUCKY. 

Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Crittenden. 

OHIO, 

Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Tap  pan. 

INDIANA. 

Mr.  Smith. 

ILLINOIS. 

Mr.  Robinson, Mr.' Young. 


Mr.  Henderson. 

MISSOURI. 

Mr.  Benton,  Mr.  Linn. 

ARKANSAS. 

Mr.  Sevier,  Mr.  Fulton. 

MICHIGAN. 

Mr.  Norvell,  Mr.  Porter. 

The  Hon.  Willie  P.  Mangum  elected  by  the 
Legislature  of  North  Carolina  a  Senator  from  tha 
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_*,  for  the  unexpired  term  occasioned  by  the  re- 

sigaation  ef  the  Hon.  Bemoan  Baow» ,  appeared, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FULTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Bttttorf,  That  a  message  he  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  informing  oat  body  that  a 
quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and  that  they 
are  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, siating  that  a  quorum  of  that  body 
was  assembled,  and  were  ready  te  proceed  to 
business. 

A  message  was  also  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  stating  that  they  had  passed  the 
following  joint  resolution: 

Rooked,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  to  join  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on.  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform 
him,  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assem- 
bled, and  that  Congress  is  now  ready  receive  any 
communication  he  may  be  pleased  to  make, 
my  And  that  Mr.  Titm-nano  and  Mr.  Cats  John- 
son were  appointed  the  said  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT  the  message  of 
the  House  was  concurred  in;  whereupon  Messrs. 
Wright  and  Hmrnnoooir  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Btssberf,  That  each  Senator  be  supplied  daring 
the  present  session  with  three  such  newspapers 
printed  in  any  of  the  States  as  he  may  choose;  pro- 
Tided  the  same  be  furnished  at  tat  usual  rate  for 
the  annual  charge  for  such  newspapers;  and  pro- 
vided that,  if  any  Senator  shall  choose  to  take  any 
newspaper  other  than  daily  paper?,  he  shall  be 
supplied  with  as  many  such  papers  as  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  price  of  three  daily  papers, 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  offered  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

JBesofoed,  That  the  34th  rule  of  the  Senate  be  so 
far  suspended  that  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Se- 
nate shall  appoint,  for  the  present  session,  the  mem- 
bers of  all  the  standing  committees,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce; and  that  the  Senate  shall,  previously  to  such 
appointment,  elect  by  ballot,  the  chairman  of  that 
committee. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Re- 
prestntatiTeff,  slating  that  it  had  passed  a  resolution 
for  the  election  of  two  Chaplains  of  different  deno- 
minations, to  officiate  alternately  in  either  branch 
of  Congress  daring  the  present  session,  and  ashing 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  therein. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed te  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  ofawie  two 
Houses  had  assembled,  and  were  ready  to  receive 
any  communications  he  might  be  pleased  to  make, 
reported  that  they  had  performed  that  duty,  and 
that  the  President  had  replied  that  he  would  im- 
mediately make  a  communication  to  them  in 
writing. 

MESSAGE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  following  message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  received  by  Mr.  Yah  Boum,  his 
Private  Secretaryt 

F$U4H>*iHxt**<ftki  8tnaU 

end  Houm  qf  RipmenUlives : 
Our  devout  gratitude  is  due  to  the  Supreme  Be- 
ing for  bating  graciously  continued  to  our  beloved 
country,  through  the  vicissitudes  of  another  year, 
the  invaluable  blessings  of  health,  plenty,  and 
peace.  Seldom  has  this  favored  land  been  so  ge- 
nerally exempted  from  the  ravages  of  disease,  or 
the  labor  of  the  husbandman  more  amply  reward- 
ed; and  never  before  have  our  relations  with  other 
countries  been  placed  on  a  more  favorable  basis 
than  that  which  they  ao'happily  occupy  at  this  criti- 
cal conjuncture  in  the  affaire  of  the  world.  A  ri- 
gid  and  persevering  abstinence  from  all  interfer- 
ence with  the  domestic  and  political  relations  of 


other  States,  alike  due  to  the  genius  and  distinc- 
tive character  of  our  Government  and  to  the  prin- 
ciples by  which  it  is  directed;  a  faithful  observance, 
fn  the  management  of  oar  foreign  relations,  of  the 
practice  of  speaking  plainly,  dealing  justly,  and 
requiring  truth  and  justice  in  return,  as  the  best 
conservatives  of  the  peace  of  nations;  a  strict  im- 
partiality in  our  manifestations  of  friendship,  in 
the  commercial  privileges  we  concede,  and  those 
we  require  from  others:  these,  accompanied  by  a 
disposition  as  prompt  to  maintain,  in  every  emer- 
gency, our  own  rights,  as  we  rea  from  principle 
averse  to  the  invasion  of  those  ofjothers,  have  given 
to  our  country  and  Government  a  standing  in 
the  great  family  of  nations,  of  which  we  have  just 
cause  to  be  proud,  and  the  advantages  of  which 
are  experienced  by  our  citizens  throughout  every 
portion  of  the  earth  to  which  their  enterprising 
and  adventurous  spirit  may  carry  them.  Few,  if 
any,  remain  insensible  to  the  value  of  our  friend- 
ship, or  ignorant  of  the  terms  on  which  it  can  be 
acquired,  and  by  which  it  can  alone  be  pre- 
served. 

A  series  of  questions  of  long  standing,  difficult 
in  their  adjustment,  and  important  in  their  conse- 
quences, in  which  ins  rights  of  our  citiiens  and 
the  honor  of  the  country  were  deeply  involved, 
have,  in  the  coarse  of  a  few  years,  (the  most  of 
them  during  the  succesful  administration  of  my 
immediate  predecessor,)  been  brought  to  a  satis- 
factory conclusion;  and  the  most  important  of  those 
remaining  are,  lam  happy  to  believe,  in.  a  fair 
way  of  being  speedily  and  satisfactorily  ad- 
jus' ed. 

With  all  the  powers  of  the  world  our  relations 
are  those  of  honorable  peace.  Since  your  adjourn- 
ment, nothing  serious  has  occurred  to  interrupt 
or  threaten  this  desirable  harmony.  If  clouds  have 
lowered  above  the  other  hemisphere,  they  have  not 
cast  their  portentous  shadows  upon  our  happy 
shores.  Bound  by  no  entangling  alliances,  yet 
linked  by  a  common  nature  and  interest  withthe 
other  nations  of  mankind,  our  aspirations  are  for 
the  preservation  of  peace,  in  whose  solid  and  civil- 
izing  triumphs  all  may  participate  with  a  generous 
emulation.  Yet  it  behooves  us  to  be  prepared  for 
any  event,  and  to  be  always  ready  to  maintain  hose 
just  and  enlightened  principles  of  national  inter- 
course, for  which  this  Government  has  ever  con- 
tended. In  the  shock  of  contending  empires,  it  is 
only  by  assuming  a  resolute  bearing,  and  clothing 
themselves  with  defensive  armor,  that  neutral  na- 
tions can  maintain  their  independent  rights. 

The  excitement  which  grew  out  of  the  territorial 
controversy  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  having  in  a  great  measure  subsided,  it  is 
hoped  that  a  favorable  period  is  approaching  for 
ts  final  settlement.  Both  Governments  must  now 
be  convinced  of  the  dangers  with  which  the  ques- 
tion is  fraught;  and  it  must  be  their  desire,  as  it  is 
heir  interest,  that  this  perpetual  cause  of  irritation 
should  be  removed  as  speedily  as  practicable.  In 
my  last  |annual  message  you  were  informed  that 
the  proposition  lor  a  commission  of  exploration  and 
survey  promised  by  Great  Britain  had  been  re- 
ceived, and  that  a  counter  project,  including  also  a 
provision  for  the  certain  and  final  adjustment  of 
the  limits  in  dispute,  was  then  before  the  British 
Government  for  its  consideration.  The  answer  of 
that  Government,  ,  accompanied  by  additional 
propositions  of  its  own,  was  received,  through 
its  minister  here,  since  your  separation.  These 
were  promptly  considered;  such  as  were 
deemed  correct  in  principle,  and  consistent 
with  a  due  regard  to  the  just  rights  of  the 
United  States  and  of  the  State  of  Maine,  concurred 
in;  and  the  reasons  for  dissenting  from  the  residue, 
with  an  additional  suggestion  on  our  part,  commu- 
nicated by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Fox.  That 
Minister,  not  feeling  himself  sufficiently  instructed 
upon  some  of  the  points  raked  in  the  discussion, 
UU  it  to  be  his  duty  to  refer  the  matter  to  his  own 
Government  for  its  further  decision.  Having  now 
been  for  some  time  under  its  advisement,  a  speedy 
answer  may  be  confidently  expected.  From  the 
character  of  the  points  still  in  difference,  and  the 
undoubted  disposition  of  both  parties  to  bring  the 
matter  to  an  early  conclusion,  I  look  with  entire 
confidence  to  a  prompt  and  satisfactory  termina- 
tion of  the  negotiation.  Three  eommisjjo&ert  i 


appointed  shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  Con- 

?;ress,  under  the  act  of  the  last  session  providing 
or  the  exploration  and  survey  of  the  line  which 
separates  the  States  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
from  the  British  Provinces;  they  have  been  ac- 
tively employed  until  their  progress  was  interrupted 
by  the  inclemency  of  the  season,  and  will  resume 
their  labors  as  soon  as  practicable  in  the  ensuing 
year. 

It  is  understood  that  their  respective  examina- 
tions will  throw  new  light  upon  the  subject  in  con- 
troversy, and  serve  to  remove  any  erroneous  im- 
pressions which  may  have  been  made  elsewhere 
prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the  United  States.  It 
was,  among  other  reasons,  with  a  view  of  prevent- 
ing the  embarrassments  which,  in  our  peculiar  ape- 
tern  of  government,  impede  and  complicate  nege- 
tiations  involving  the  territorial  rights  of  a  State, 
that  I  thought  it  my  dnty,  as  you  have  been  in- 
formed on  a  previous  occasion^  to  propose  to  the 
British  Government,  through  its  Minister  at 
Washington,  that  early  s'eps  should  be  taken  to 
adjust  the  points  of  difference  on  the  line  of 
boundary  from  the  entrance  of  Lake  Soper  or  to 
the  most  northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  by  the  arbitration  of  a  friendly  power,  in 
conformity  with  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent.  No  answer  has  yet  been  returned  by  the 
British  Government  to  this  proposition. 

With  Austria,  France,  Prussia,  Russia,  and  the 
remaining  powers  of  Europe,  I  am  nappy  to  in- 
form you  our  relations  continue  to  he  of  the  most 
friendly  character.  With  Belgium,  a  treaty  of 
commerce  and  navigation,  based  upon  liberal  prin- 
ciples of  reciprocity  and  equality,  was  concluded  in 
March  last,  and  having  been  ratified  by  the  Bel- 
gian Government,  will  be  duly  laid  before  the  Se- 
nate. It  is  a  subject  of  congratulation  that  it  pro- 
vides for  the  satisfactory  adjustment  of  a  long 
standing  question  of  controversy,  thus  removing  the 
only  obstacle  which  could  obstruct  the  friendly  and 
mutually  advantageous  intercourse  between  the 
two  nations.  A  messenger  has  been  despatched 
with  the  Hanoverian  treaty  to  Berlin,  where,  ac- 
cording to  stipulation,  the  ratifications  are  to  be 
exchanged.  I  am  happy  to  announce  to  you  that, 
after  many  delays  and  difficulties,  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce and  navigation  between  the  United  States 
and  Portugal,  was  concluded  and  signed  at  Lisbon 
on  the  26th  of  August  last,  by  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  two  Governments.  Its  stipulations  are  . 
founded  upon  those  principles  of  mutual  liberality 
and  advantage  which  the  United  States  have  al- 
ways sought  to  make  the  basis  of  their  intercourse 
with  foreign  powers;  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  tend 
to  foster  and  strengthen  the  commercial  intercourse 
of  the  two  countries. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  an  agent  has  been  sent  to  Germany,  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interests  of  our  to- 
bacco trade. 

The  commissioners  appinted  under  the  conven- 
tion for  the  adjustment  of  claims  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  upon  Mexico  having  met  and 
organized  at  Washington,  in  August  last,  the  pa- 
pers in  the  possession  of  the  Government,  relating 
to  those  claims,  were  communicated  to  the  board. 
The  claims  not  embraced  by  that  convention  are 
now  the  subject  of  negotiation  between  the  two 
Governments,  through  the  medium  of  our  Minister 
at  Mexico. 

Nothing  has  occurred  to  disturb  the  harmony  of 
our  relations  with  the  different  Governments  of 
South  America.  I  regret,  however,  to  be  obliged 
to  inform  you  that  the  claims  of  our  citizens  upon 
the  late  Republic  of  Cslombia  have  not  yet  been 
satisfied  by  the  separate  Governments  into  which  it 
has  been  ieiolved. 

The  Charge  d 'Affaires  at  Brazil  having  expressed 
the  intention  of  his  Government  not  to  prolong  the 
treaty  of  1828,  it  will  cease  to  be  obligatory  upon 
either  party  on  the  12th  day  of  December,  1841, 
when  the  extensive  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  that  vast  empire  will 
no  longer  be  regulated  by  express  stipulations. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  communicate  to  you 
that  the  Government  t>f  Chili  has  entered  into  an 
agreement  to  indemnify  the  claimants  in  the  case 
of  the  Macedonian,  for  American  property  seized 
in  1819;  and  to  add,  that  information  has  also  been 
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received  which  justifies  the  hope  of  an  early  ad- 
justment of  the  remaining  claims  upon  thai  Govern- 
ment 

The  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
the  convention  between  the  United  Slates  and 
Texas,  for  marking  the  boundary  between  them, 
have,  according  to  the  last  report  received  from  our 
eommissiooer,  surveyed  and  established  the 
whole  extent  of  boundary  north  along  the 
western  bank  of  the  Sabine  river,  from  its  en- 
trance into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  ihe  thirty-se- 
cond degree  of  north  latitude.  The  commission 
adjourned  on  the  16th  of  June  last,  to  reassemble 
on  the  1st  of  November,  for  the  purpose  of  esta- 
.  Wishing  accurately  the  intersection  of  the  thirty- 
second  degree  of  latitude  with  the  western  bank  of 
the  Sabine,  and  the  meridian  line  thence  to  Red 
river.  It  is  presumed  that  the  work  will  be  con- 
cluded in  the  present  season. 

Hie  present  sound  condition  of  their  finances, 
and  the  success  wiih  which  embarrassments  in  re- 
gard to  them,  at  times  apparently  insurmountable, 
have  been  overcome,  are  matters  upon  which  the 
people  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
may  well  congratulate  themselves  An  overflow- 
ing Treasury,  however  it  may  be  regarded  as  an 
evidence  of  public  prosperity,  is  seldom  conducive 
to  the  permanent  welfare  of  any  people;  and  ex- 
perience has  demonstrated  its  imcompatibility  with 
the  salutary  action  of  political  institutions  like 
those  of  the  United  States.  Our  safest  reliance  for 
financial  efficiency  and  independence  has,  on  the 
contrary,  been  found  to  exist  in  ample  resources 
anenenmbcred  with  debt;  and,  in  this  respect,  the 
Federal  Government  occupies  a  siBgularly  fortu- 
nate and  truly  enviable  position. 

When  I  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  my  offi- 
cial duties  in  March,  1837,  the  act  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  surplus  revenue  was  in  a  course 
of  rapid  execution.  Nearly  twenty- eight  millions 
of  dollars  of  the  public  moneys  were,  in  pursuance 
of  its  provisions,  deposited  with  the  States  in 
the  months  of  January,  April,  and  July,  of  that 
year.  In  May  there  occurred  a  general  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  including, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  those  in  which  the  pub- 
lic moneys  were  deposited,  and  upon  whose 
fidelity  the  Government  had  unfot  innately  made 
itself  dependent  for  the  revenues  which  had  been 
collected  from  the  people,  and  were  indispensable 
to  the  public  service.  This  suspension,  and  the 
excesses  in  banking  and  commerce  out  of  which 
it  arose,  and  which  were  greatly  aggrava'ed  by  its 
occurrence,  made,  to  a  great  extent,  unavailable 
the  principal  part  of  the  public  money  then  on 
hand;  suspended  the  collection  of  many  millions 
accruing  on  merchants'  bonds,  and  greatly  reduced 
Ihe  revenue  arising  from  customs  and  the  public 
lands.  These  effects  have  continued  to  operate,  in 
various  degrees,  to  the  present  period;  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  decrease  in  the  revenue  thus  produced, 
two  and  n  half  millions  of  duties  have  been  relin- 
quished by  two  biennial  reductions  under  the  act 
of  1833,  and  probably  as  much  more  upon  the  im- 
portation of  iron  for  railroads,  by  special  legisla- 
tion. 

Whilst  such  has  been  our  condition  for  the 
last  four  years  in  relation  to  revenue,  we  have, 
during  the  same  period,  been  subjected  to  an  un- 
avoidable continuance  of  large  extraordinary  ex- 
s  necessarily  growing  out  of  past  transac- 
and  which  could  not  be  immediately  ar- 
\  without  great  prejudice  to  the  public  inte- 
Of  these,  the  charge  upon  the  Trea*iry,  in 
ftsenee  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  alone,  without 
adverting  to  others  arising  out  of  Indian  treaties, 
has  already  exceeded  Ave  millions  of  dollars;  that 
for  the  prosecution  of  measures  for  the  removal  of 
ihe  Seminole  Indians,  which  were  found  in  pro- 
gress, has  been  nearly  fourteen  millions;  and  the 
public  buildings  have  required  the  unusual  sum  of 
nearly  duee  millions. 

It  affords  me,  however,  great  pleasure  to  be  able 
to  any,  that,  from  the  commencement  of  this  pe- 
riod to  the  present  day,  every  demand  upon  the 
Government,  at  home  or  abroad,  has  been  prompt- 
ly met.  This  has  been  done,  not  only  without  cre- 
ating a  permanent  debt,  or  a  resort  to  additional 
taxation  in  any  form,  but  in  the  midst  of  asteadily- 
ptof^taaive  reduction  of  existing  burdens  upon  the 
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people,  leaving  still  a  considerable  balance  of 
available  funds  which  will  remain  in  the  Treasury 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  small  amount  of 
Treasury  notes,  not  exceeding  four  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  still  outstanding,  and  less  by  twen- 
ty-three millions  than  the  United  States  have  in  de- 
posits wilatthe  States,  is  composed  of  such  only  as 
are  not  yet  due,  or  have  net  been  presented  .  for 
payment.  They  may  be  redeemed  out  of  the  ac- 
cruing revenue,  if  the  expenditures  do  not  exceed 
the  amount  within  which  they  may,  it  is  thought, 
be  kept  without  prejudice  to  the  public  interest,  and 
the  revenue  shall  prove  to  be  as  large  as  may  justly 
be  anticipated. 

Among  the  reflections  arising  from  the  contem- 
plation of  these  circumstances,  one,  not  the  least 
gratifying,  is  the  consciousness  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  the  resolution  and  the  ability  to  adhere, 
in  every  emergency,  to  the  sacred  obligations  of 
law;  to  execute  all  its  contracts  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Constitution,  and  thus  to  pre- 
sent, when  most  needed,  a  rallying  point  by  which 
the  business  of  the  whole  country  might  be  brought 
back  to  a  safe  and  unvarying  standard — a  result 
vitally  important  as  well  to  the  interests  as  to  the 
morals  of  the  people.  There  can  surely  now  be 
no  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  tbe  in- 
calculable evils  that  would  have  arisen  if  the 
Government,  at  that  critical  moment,  had  suf- 
fered itself  to  be  deterred  from  upholding 
the  only  true  standard  of  value,  either  by 
the  pressure  of  adverse  circumstances  or  the 
violence  of  unmerited  denunciation.  The  manner 
in  which  the  people  sustained  the  performance  of 
this  duty  was  highly  honorable  to  their  fortitude 
and  patriotism.  It  cannot  fail  to  stimulate  their 
agents  to  adhere,  under  all  circumstances,  to  the 
line  of  duty;  and  to  satisfy  them  of  the  safety  with 
which  a  course  really  right,  and  demanded  by  a  fi- 
nancial crisis,  may,  in  a  community  like  ours,  be 
pursued,  however  apparently  severe  its  immediate 
operation. 

The  policy  of  the  Federal  Government,  in  extin- 
guishing ss  rapidly  as  possible  the  national  debt, 
and,  subsequently,  in  resisting  every  temptation,  to 
create  a  new  one,  deserves  to  be  regarded  in  the 
same  favorable  light.  Among  tbe  many  objections 
to  a  national  debt,  the  certain  tendency  of  public 
securities  to  concentrate  ultimately  in  the  coffers  of 
foreign  stockholders,  is  one  which  is  every  day 
gathering  strength.  Already  have  the  resources  of 
many  of  the  States,  and  tbe  future  industry  of  their 
cittzens,  been  indefinitely  mortgaged  to  the  tubjects 
of  European  Governments,  to  the  amount  of  twelve 
millions  annually,  to  pay  the  constantly  accruing 
interest  on  borrowed  money — a  sum  exceeding  half 
the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  whole  United  States. 
The  pretext  which  this  relation  affords  to  foreigners 
to  scrutinize  the  management  of  our  domestic  af- 
fairs, if  not  actually  to  intermeddle  with  them, 
presents  a  subject  for  earnest  attention,  not  to  say 
of  serious  alarm.  Fortunately,  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, with  tbe  exception  of  an  obligation  en- 
tered into  in  behalf  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
which  must  soon  be  discharged,  is  wholly  exempt 
from  any  such  embarrassment.  It  is  also,  as  is  be- 
lieved, (he  only  Government  which,  having  fully 
and  faithfully  paid  all  its  creditors,  has  also  reliev- 
ed itself  entirely  from  debt.  To  maintain  a  dis- 
tinction so  desirable,  and  so  honorable  to  our  na- 
tional character,  should  be  an  object  of  earnost  soli- 
citude. Never  should  a  free  people,  if  it  be  possible  to 
avoid  it,  expose  themselves  to  tbe  necessity  of  hav- 
ing to  treat  of  the  peace,  the  honor,  or  the  safety  of. 
the  Republic,  with  the  Governments  of  foreign 
creditors,  who,  however  well  disposed  they  may  be 
to  cultivate  with  us  in  general  friendly  relations, 
are  nevertheless,  by  the  law  of  their  own  condi- 
tion, made  hostile  to  the  success  and  permanency 
of  political  institutions  like  ours.  Most  humiliat- 
ing may  be  the  embarrassments  consequent  upon 
such  a  condition.  Another  objection,  scarcely  less 
formidable,  to  the  commencement  of  .a  new  deb', 
is  its  inevitable  tendency  to  increase  in  magnitude, 
and  to  foster  national  extravagance.  He  has  been 
an  unprofitable  observer'  of  events,  who  needs  at 
this  day  to  be  admonished  of  the  difficulties  which 
a  Government,  habitually  dependent  on  loans  to 
sustain  its  ordinary  expenditures,  has  to  encounter 
resisting  the  influences  constantly  exerted  in  fa- 


vor of  additional  loans;  by  capitalists,  who  enrich 
themselves  by  Government  securities  for  amounts 
much  exceeding  the  money  they  actually  advance 
— a  prolific  source  of  individual  aggrandizement 
in  all  borrowing  countries;  by  stockholders,  who 
seek  their  gains  in  the  lise  and  fall  of  public  stocks; 
and  by  the  selfish  importunities  of  applicants  for 
appropriations  for  works  avowedly  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  public,  but  the  real  objects  of 
which  are,  too  frequently,  the  advancement  of  pri- 
vate interests.  The  known  necessity  which  so  ma- 
ny of  the  States  will  be  under  to  impose  taxes  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  on  their  debts,  furnish- 
es an  additional  and  very  cogent  reason  why  the 
Federal  Government  should  refrain  from  creating 
a  national  debt,  by  which  the  people  would  be  ex* 
posed  to  double  taxation  for  a  similar  object.  We 
possess  within  ourselves  ample  resources  for  every 
emergency;  and  we  may  be  quite  sure  that  our 
citizens,  in  no  future  exigency,  will  be  unwilling 
to  supply  the  Government  with  all  the  means 
asked  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  In  time  of 
peace  there  can,  at  all  events,  be  no  justification 
for  the  creation  of  a  permanent  debt  by  the  Federal 
Government.  Its  limited  range  of  constitutional 
duties  may  certainly,  under  such  circumstances,  be 
performed  without  such  a  resort.  It  has,  it  is  seen, 
been  avoided  during  four  years  of  greater  fiscal 
difficulties  than  have  existed  in  a  similar  period 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  one 
also  remarkable  for  the  occurrence  of  extraordi- 
nary causes  of  expenditures. 

But  to  accompli&h  so  desirable  an  object,  two 
things  are  indispensable:  first,  that  the  action  of  the 
Federal  Government  be  kept  within  the  bounda- 
ries prescribed  by  its  founders,  and,  secondly,  that 
all  appropriations  for  objects  admitted  to  be  con- 
stitutional, and  the  expenditure  of  them  also,  be 
subjected  to  a  standard  of  rigid  but  well  considered 
and  practical  economy.  The  first  depends  chiefly 
on  the  people  themselves,  the  opinions  they  form  of 
the  true  construction  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
confidence  they  repose  in  the  political  sentiments 
of  those  they  select  as  their  representatives  in  the 
Federal  Legislature;  tbe  second  rests  upon  the 
fidelity  with  which  their  more  immediate  repre* 
sentatives,  and  other  public  functionaries,  die- 
charge  the  trusts  committed  to  them.  The  duty 
of  economizing  tbe  expenses  of  the  public  service 
is  admitted  on  all  hands;  yet  there  are  few  subjects 
upon  which  there  exists  a  wider  difference  of 
opinion  than  is  constantly  manifested  in  'regard 
to  the  fidelity  with  which  that %  duty  is  dis- 
charged. Neither  diversity  of  sentiment,  nor 
even  mutual  recrimination?,  upon  a  point  in 
respect  to  which  the  public  mind  is  so 
justly  sensitive,  can  well  be  entirely  avoided;  and 
least  so  at  periods  of  great  political  excitement. 
An  intelligent  people,  however,  seldom  fail  to  ar- 
rive, in  the  end,  at  correct  conclusions  in  such  a 
matter.  Practical  economy  in  the  management  of 
public  affairs  can  have  no  adverse  influence  to  con* 
tend  with  more  powerful  than  a  large  surplus  reve- 
nue; and  the  -unusually  large  appropriations  for 
1837  may,  without  doubt,  independently  of  the  ex- 
traordinary requisitions  for  the  public  service  grow- 
ing out  of  the  state  of  our  Indian  relations,  be,  in 
no  inconsiderable  degree,  traced  to  this  source. 
The  sadden  and  rapid  distribution  of  the  large  sur- 
plus then  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  equally  sudden 
and  unprecedentedly  severe  revulsion  in  the  com- 
merce and  business  of  the  country,  pointing  with 
unerring  certainty  to  a  great  and  protracted  reduc- 
tion of  tbe  revenue,  strengthened  the  propriety  of 
the  earliest  practicable  reduction  of  the  public  ex- 
penditures. 

But,  to  change  a  system  operating  upon  so  large 
a  surface,  and  applicable  to  such  numerous  and  di- 
versified interests  and  objects,  was  more  than  the 
work  of  a  day.  The  attention  of  every  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  was  immediately,  and  in 
good  faith,  directed  to  that  end;  and  has  been  so 
continued  jo  the  present  moment.  The  estimates 
and  appropriations  for  tbe  year  1838  (the  first  ever 
which  I  had  any  control)  were  somewhat  diminish- 
ed. The  expenditures  of  1839  were  reduced  six 
millions  of  dollars.  Those  of  1840,  exclusive  of 
disbursements  for  public  debt  and  trust  claims,  will 

grobably  not  exceed  twenty-two  and  a  half  millions; 
eing  between  two  and  three  millions  leas  than  those 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


of  the  preceding  year,  and  nine  or  ten  millions  less 
than  those  of  1837.  Nor  has  it  been  found  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  produce  this  result,  to  resort  to  the 
power  conferred  by  Congress,  of  postponing  cer- 
tain classes  of  the  public  works,  except  by  defer- 
ring expenditures  for  a  short  period  upon  a  limited 
portion  of  them;  and  which  postponement  termi- 
nated some  time  since,  at  the  moment  ihe  Trea- 
sury Department,  by  further  receipts  from  the  in- 
debted banks,  became  fully  assured  of  its  ability  to 
meet  them  without  prejudice  to  the  public  service 
in  other  respects.  Causes  are  in  operation  which 
will,  it  is  believed,  justify  a  still  further  reduction, 
without  injury  to  any  important  national  interest. 
The  expenses  of  sustaining  the  troops  employed  in 
Florida  have  been  gradually  and  greatly  reduced, 
through  the  persevering  efforts  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment; and  a  reasonable  hope  may  be  entertained  that 
the  necessity  for  military  operations  in  that  quarter 
will  soon  cease.  The  removal  of  the  Indians  from 
within  our  settled  borders  is  nearly  completed.  The 
pension  list,  one  of  the  heaviest  charges  upon  the 
Treasury,  is  rapidly  diminishing  by  death.  The 
most  costly  of  our  public  buildings  are  either 
finished,  or  nearly  so;  and  we  may,  I  think,  safely 

Sromise  ourselves  a  continued  exemption  from  bor- 
er difficulties. 
The  available  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
first  of  January  next  is  estimated  at  one  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars.  This  sum,  with  the  ex- 
pected receipts  from  all  sources  during  the  next 
year,  will,  it  is  believed,  be  sufficient  to  enable  the 
Government  to  meet  every  engagement,  and  leave 
a  suitable  balance  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  if  the  remedial  measures  connected  with  the 
customs  and  the  public  land?,  heretofore  recom- 
mended, shall  be  adopted,  and  the  new  appiopria- 
tions  by  Congress  shall  not  carry  the  expenditures 
beyond  the  official  estimates. 

The  new  system  established  by  Congress  for  the 
safekeeping  of  the  public  money,  prescribing  the 
kind  of  currency  to  be  received  for  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  and  providing  additional  guards  and 
securities  against  losses,  has  now  been  several 
months  in  operation.  Although  it  might  be  prema- 
ture, upon  an  experience  of  such  limited  duration, 
to  form  a  definite  opinion  in  regard  to  the  extent  of 
its  influences  in  correcting  many  evils  under  which 
the  Federal  Government  and  the  country  have  hi- 
therto suffered,  especially  those  that  have  grown 
out  of  banking  expansions,  a  depreciated  currency, 
and  official  defalcations,  yet  it  is  but  right  to  say 
that  nothing  has  occurred  in  the  practical  opera- 
tion^ the  system  to  weaken  in  the  slightest  degree, 
but  much  to  strengthen  the  confident  anticipations 
of  its  friends.  Tne  grounds  of  these  have  been 
heretofore  so  fully  explained,  as  to  require  no  reca- 
pitulation. In  respect  to  the  facility  and  conve- 
nience it  affords  in  conducting  the  public  service, 
and  the  ability  of  the  Government  to  discharge 
'  through  its  agency  every  du'y  attendant  on  the  col- 
lection, transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
money  with  promptitude  and  success,  1  can  say 
'  with  confidence  that  the  appiehensipns  oi  those  who 
telt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  oppose  its  adoption,  have 
proved  to  be  unfounded.  On  the  contrary,  this 
branch  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Government  has 
been,  and  it  is  believed  may  always  be,  thus  car- 
ried on  with  every  desirable  facility  and  security. 
'  A  few  changes  and  improvements  in  the  details  of 
the  system,  without  affecting  any  principles  in  vol  v- 
"  ed  in  it,  will  be  submitted  to  you  by  the  Secretary 
'  of  the  Treasury,  and  will,  I  am  sure,  receive  at 
your  hands  that  attention  to  which  they  may,  on 
examination,  be  found  to  be  entitled. 

I  have  deemed  this  brief  summary  of  our  fiscal 
affairs  necessary  to  the  due  performance  of  a  duty 
specially  enjoined  upon  me  by  the  Constitution.  It 
will  serve,  also,  to  illustrate  more  fully  the  princi- 
ples by  which  I  have  been  guided  in  reference  to 
two  contested  points  in  our  public  policy,  which 
were  earliest  in  their  development,  and  have  been 
more  important  in  their  consequences,  than  any  that 
have  arisen  under  our  complicated  and  difficult, 
yet  admirable,  system  of  Government:  I  allude  to 
a  national  debt,  and  a  national  bank.  It  was  in 
these  that  the  political  contests  by  which  the  coun- 

"       "      "       »fthe 

and 
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try  has  been  agitated  ever  since  the  adoption  of  t 
Constitution,  in  a  great  measure,  originated;  a 


there  is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  con- 
flicting interests  and  opposing  principles  thus  mar- 
shalled, will  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  produce 
similar,  if  not  aggravated,  consequences. 

Coming  into  office  the  declared  enemy  of  both, 
I  have  earnestly  endeavored  to  prevent  a  resort  to 
either.  m 

The  consideration  that  a  large  public  debt  affords 
an  apology,  and  produces,  in  some  degree,  a  neces- 
sity also,  for  resorting  to  a  system  and  extent  of 
taxation  which  is  not  only  oppressive  throughout, 
but  likewise  so  apt  to  lead,  in  the  end,  to  the  com- 
mission of  that  most  odious  of  all  offences  against 
the  principles  of  Republican  government — the  pros- 
titution of  political  power,  conferred  for  the  general 
benefit,  to  the  aggrandizement  of  particular  classes, 
and  the  gratification  of  individual  cupidity — is 
alone  sufficient,  independently  of  the  weighty  ob- 
jections which  have  already  been  urged,  to  render 
its  creation  and  existence  the  sources  of  bitter  and 
unappeasable  discord.  If  we  add  to  this,  its  inevi- 
table tendency  to  produce  and  foster  extravagant 
expenditures  of  the  public  money,  by  which  a 
necessity  is  created  for  new  loans  and  new 
burdens  on  the  people;  and,  finally,  if  we 
refer  to  the  examples  of  every  Government  which 
has  existed,  for  proof  how  seldom  it  is  that  the 
system,  when  once  adopted  and  implanted  in 
the  policy  of  a  country,  has  failed  to  expand  itself, 
until  public  credit  was  exhausted,  and  the  people 
were  no  longer  able  to  endure  its  increasing 
weight,  it  seems  impossible  to  resist  the  conclu- 
sion, that  no  benefits  resulting  from  its  career,  no 
extent  of  conquest,  no  accession  of  wealth  to  par- 
ticular classes;  nor  any,  nor  all  i's  combined  ad- 
vantages, can  counterbalance  its  ultimate  but  cer- 
tain results— a  splendid  Government,  and  an  im- 
poverished people. 

If  a  National  Bank  was,  as  is  undeniable,  re- 
pudiated by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  as 
incompatible  with  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people;  if,  from  the  beginning,  it 
has  been  regarded  by  large  portions  of  our  citizens 
as  coming  in  direct  collision  with  ihat  great  and 
vital  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  which  de- 
clares that  all  powers  not  conferred  by  that  instru- 
ment on  the  General  Government  are  reserved  to 
the  States  and  to  the  people;  if  it  has  been  viewed 
by  them  as  the  first  great  step  in  the  march  of  lati- 
tudinous  construction,  which,  unchecked,  would 
render  that  sacred  instrument  of  as  little  value  as 
an  unwritten  Constitution,  dependent,  as  it  would 
alone  be,  for  its  meaning,  on  the  interested  inter- 
pretation of  a  dominant  party,  and  affording  no' se- 
curity to  the  rights  of  the  minority;  if  such  is  unde- 
niably the  case,  what  rational  grounds  could  have 
been  conceived  for  anticipating  aught  but  deter- 
mined opposition  to  such  an  institution  at  the  pre- 
sent day. 

Could  a  different  result  have  been  expected,  when 
the  consequences  which  have  flowed  from  its  cre- 
ation, and  particularly  from  its  struggles  to 
perpetuate  its  existence,  had  confirmed,  in  so 
striking  a  manner,  the  apprehensions  of  its  earli- 
est opponents;  when  it  had  been  so  clearly 
demonstrated  that  a  concentrated  money- power, 
wielding  so  vast  a  capital,  and  combining  such  in- 
calculable means  of  influence,  may,  in  those  pe- 
culiar conjunctures  to  which  this  Government  is 
unavoidably  exposed,  prove  an  overmatch  for  the 
political  power  of  the  people  themselves;  when  the 
tree  character  of  its  capacity  to  regulate,  according 
to  its  will  and  its  interests,  and  the  interests  of  its 
favorites,  the  value  and  production  of  the  labor 
and  property  of  every  man  in  this  extended  coun- 
try, had  been  so  fully  and  fearfully  developed; 
when  it  was  notorious  that  all  classes  of  this  great 
community  had,  by  means  of  the  power  and  influ- 
ence it  thus  possesses,  been  infected  to  madness 
with  a  spirit  of  heedless  speculation;  when  it  had 
been  seen  that,  secure  in  the  support  of  the  combi- 
nation of  influences  by  which  it  was  surrounded,  it 
could  violate  its  charter,  and  set  the  laws  at  defi- 
ance with  impunity;  and  when,  too,  it  had  become 
most  apparent  that  to  believe  that  such  an  accumu- 
lation of  powers  can  ever  be  granted  without  the 
certainty  of  being  abused,  was  to  indulge  in  a  fatal 
delusion? 
To  avoid  the  necessity  of  a  permanent  debt,  and 


its  inevitable  consequences,  I  have  advocated,  and 
endeavored  to  carry  into  effect,  the  policy  of  con- 
fining the  appropriations  for  the  public  service 
to  such  objects  only  as  areliclearly  within  the 
constitutional  authority  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment; of  excluding  from  its  expenses  those  impro- 
vident and  unauthorized  grants  of  public  money 
for  works  of  internal  improvement,  which  were 
so  wisely  arrested  by  the  constitutional  interpo- 
sition of  my  predecessor,  and  which,  if  they  had 
not  been  so  checked,  would  long  before  this 
time  have  involved  the  finances  of  the  Ge- 
neral Government  in  embarrassments  far  greater 
than  those  which  are  no  w  experienced  by  any  of 
the  States,  of  limiting  all  our  expenditures  to  that 
simple,  unostentatious,  and  economical  administra- 
tion of  public  affairs,  which  is  alone  consistent 
with  the  character  of  our  institutions;  of  collecting 
annually  from  the  customs,  and  the  sales  of  public 
lands,  a  revenue  fully  adequate  to  defray  all  the  ex- 
penses thus  incurred,  but,  under  no  pretence  what- 
soever, to  impose  taxes  upon  the  people  to  a  greater 
amount  than  was  actually  necessary  to  the  public 
service,  conducted  upon  the  principles  I  have  stated* 

In  lien  of  a  national  bank,  or  a  dependence  upon 
banks  of  any  description,  for  the  management  of 
our  fiscal  affairs,  I  recommended  the  adoption  of 
the  system  which  is  now  in  successful  operation. 
That  system  affords  every  requisite  facility  for  the 
transaction  of  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  Go- 
vernment; will,  it  is  confidently  anticipated,  pro- 
duce in  other  respects  many  of  the  benefits  which 
have  been  from  time  to  time  expected  from  the 
ereation  of  a  national  bank,  but  which  have  never 
been  realized;  avoid  the  manifold  evils  inseparable 
from  such  an  institution;  diminish,  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent than  could  be  accomplished  by  any  other  mea- 
sure of  reform,  the  patronage  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment—a wise  policy  in  all  Governments,  but 
more  especially  so  in  one  like  ours,  which  works 
well  only  in  proportion  as  it  is  made  to  rely  for  its 
support  upon  the  unbiassed  and  unadulterated  opi- 
nions of  its  constituents;  da  away,  forever,  all  de- 
pendence on  corporate  bodies,  either  in  the  raising, 
collecting,  safekeeping,  or  disbursing  the  public 
revenues,  and  place  the  Government  equally  above 
the  temptation  of  fostering  a  dangerous  and  uncon- 
stitutional institution  at  home,  or  the  necessity  of 
adapting  its  policy  to  the  views  and  interests  of  a 
still  more  formidable  money-power  abroad. 

It  is  by  adopting  and  carrying  out.  these  princi- 
ples, under  circumstances  the  most  arduous  and 
discouraging,  that  the  attempt  has  been  made,  thus 
far  successfully,  to  demonstrate  to  the  people  of  the 
United  Slates  that  a  National  Bank  at  all  times;  and 
a  national  debt,  except  it  be  incurred  at  a  period 
when  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  nation  demand 
the  temporary  sacrifice  of  a  policy,  which  should 
only  be  abandoned  in  such  exigencies,  are  not 
merely  unnecessary,  but  in  direct  and  deadly  hos- 
tility to  the  principles  of  their  Government,  and  to 
their  own  permanent  welfare. 

The  progress  made  in  the  development  of  these 
positions,  appears  in  the  preceding  sketch  of  the 
part  history  and  present  state  of  the  financial  con- 
cerns of  the  Federal  Government.  The  facts  there 
stated  fully  authorize  the  assertion,  that  all  the  pur- 
poses for  which  this  Government  was  instituted 
have  been  accomplished  duriDg  four  years  of  great- 
er pecuniary  embarrassment  than  were  ever  before 
experienced  in  time  of  peace,  and  in  the  face  of  op- 
position as  formidable  as  any  that  was  ever  before 
arrayed  against  the  policy  of  an  Administration; 
that  this  hat  been  done  when  the  ordinary  revenues 
of  the  Government  were  generally  decreasing,  as 
well  from  the  operation  of  the  laws,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  without  the  creation  of  a  per- 
manent public  debt,  or  incurring  any  liability,  other 
than  such  as  the  ordinary  resources  of  the  Govern- 
ment will  speedily  discharge,  and  without  the 
agency  of  a  National  Bank. 

If  this  view  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Govern- 
ment, for  the  period  it  embraces,  be  warranted  by 
the  facts  as  ihey  are  known  to  exist;  if  the  army 
and  navy  have  been  sustained  to  the  full  extent 
authorized  by  law,  and  which  Congress  deemed  aixf- 
ncient  for  the  defence  of  the  country  and  the 
protection  of  its  rights  and  its  honor;  if  its  civil  and 
diplomatic  service  has  been  equally  sustained;  it 
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ample  provision  has  been  made  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  and  the  execution  of  the  lavs;  if 
the  claims  upon  public  gratitude  in  behalf  of  me 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution  have  been  promply  met 
and  faithfully  discharged;  if  there  have  been  no 
failures  in  defraying  the  very  large  expenditures 
growing  oat  of  that  long  continued  and  salutary 
policy  of  peacefully  removing  the  Indians  to  re- 
gions of  comparative  safely  and  prosperity;  if  the 
public  faith  has  at  all  times,  and  every  where  been 
most  scrupulously  maintained  by  a  prompt  dis- 
charge of  ihe  numerous,  extended,  and  diversified 
claims  on  the  Treasury;  if  all  these  great  and  per- 
manent objects,  with  many  others  that  might  be 
staled,  have,  for  a  series  of  years,  marked  by  pecu- 
liar obstacles  and  difficulties,  been  successfully  ac- 
complished without  a  resort  to  a  permanent  debt, 
or  the  aid  of  a  national  bank,  nave  we  not  a  right 
to  expect  that  a  policy,  the  object  of  which  has 
been  to  sustain  the  public  service  independently  of 
cither  of  these  fruitful  sources  of  discord,  will  re- 
ceive the  final  sanction  of  a  people  whose  on- 
biassed  and  fairly  elicited  judgment  upon  public 
affairs  is  never  ultimately  wrong? 

That  embarrassments  in  the  pecuniary  con- 
cerns of  individuals,  of  unexampled  extent  and 
duration,  have  recently  existed  in  this,  as  in  Other 
commercial  nations,  is  undoubtedly  true.  To  sup. 
pose  it  necessary  now  to  trace  these  reverses  to 
their  sources,  would  be  a  reflection  on  the  intelli- 
gence of  my  fellow-citizens.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  obscurity  in  which  the  subject  was  in- 
volved during  the  earlier  stages  of  the  revulsion, 
there  cannot  now  be  many  by  whom  the  whole 
question  is  not  fully  understood. 

Not  deeming  it  wiihin  the  constitutional  powers 
of  the  General  Government  to  repair  private  loss- 
es sustained  by  reverses  in  business  having  no  con- 
nection with  the  public  service,  either  by  direct  ap- 
propriations from  the  Treasury,  or  by  special  legis- 
lation designed  to  secure  exclusive  privileges  and 
immunities  to  individuals  or  classes  in  preference  to, 
and  at  the  expense  of,  the  great  majority  nesessari- 
ry  debarred  from  any  participation  in  them,  no 
attempt  to  do  so  has  been  either  made,  recom- 
mended, or  encouraged,  by  the  present  Execu- 
tive. 

It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  great  purposes 
for  the  attainment  of  which  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment was  instituted  have  not  been  lost  sight  of.  In- 
trusted only  with  certain  limitei  powers,  cautious* 
ly  enumerated,  distinctly  specified,  and  defined  with 
a  precision  and  clearness  which  would  seem  to  de- 
fy misconstruction,  it  has  been  my  constant  aim 
to  confine  myself  within  the  limits  so  clearly  mark- 
ed one,  and  so  carefully  guarded*  Having  always 
been  of  opinion  that  the  best  preservative  of  the 
anion  of  the  States  is  to  he  found  in  a  total  absti- 
nence from  theexerqise  of  all  doubtful  powers  on 
the  part  of  the  Federal  Government,  rather  than  in 
attempts  to  assume  them  by  a  loose  construction 
of  the  Constitution,  or  an  ingenious  perversion  of 
its  words,  I  have  endeavored  to  avoid  recommend- 
ing any  measure  which  I  had  reason  to  apprehend 
would,  in  the  opinion  even  of  a  considerable  mi- 
nority of  my  fellow-citizens,  by  regarded  as  trench- 
ing on  the  rights  of  the  States,  or  the  provisions  of 
the  hallowed  instrument  of  our  Union.  Viewing 
the  aggregate  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  as 
a  voluntary  concession  of  the  States,  it  seemed  to 
me  that  such  only  should  be  exercised  as  were  at 
the  time  intended  to  be  given. 

I  have  been  strengthed,  too,  in  the  proprie- 
ty gof  this  course,  by  the  onviction  that  all  ef- 
lits  to  go  beyond  this,  tend  only  to  produce 
dissatisfaction  and  distrust,  to  excite  jealou- 
sies, and  to  provoke  resistance.  Instead  of  ad- 
jog  strength  to  (the  Federal  Government,  even 
when  successful,  they  must  ever  prove  a  source  ef 
incurable  weakness,  by  alienating  a  portion  of 
those  whose  adhesion  is  indispensable  to  the  great 
aggregate  of  united  strength,  and  whose  voluntary 
aSaebmeni  is,  in  my  estimation,  far  more  essential 
to  the  efficiency  of  a  Government  strong  in  the  best 
of  all  possible  strength — the  confidence  and  attach- 
ment of  all  those  who  make  up  its  constituent 
elements* 

Thus  believing,  it  has  been  my  purpose  to  secure 
to  the  whole  people,  and  to  every  member  of  the 


confederacy,  by  genera),  salutary,  and  equal  laws 
alone,  the  benefit  of  those  Republican  institutions 
which  it  was  the  end  and  aim  of  the  Constitution  to 
establish,  and  the  impartial  influence  of  which  is,  in 
my  judgment,  indispensable  to  their  preserva- 
tion. I  cannot  bring  myself  to  believe  that  the 
lasting  happiness  of  the  people,  the  prosperity  of  the 
States,  or  the  permanency  of  their  Union,  can  be 
maintained  by  giving  reference  or  priority  to  any 
class  of  citizens  in  the  distribution  of  benefits  or 
privileges,  or  by  the  adoption  of  measures  which 
enrich  one  portion  of  the  Union  at  the  expense  of 
another,  nor  can  1  see  in  the  interference  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government  with  the  local  legislation  and  re- 
served righu  of  the  State?,  a  remedy  for  present, 
or  a  security  against  future,  dangers. 

The  first,  and  assuredly  not  the  least,  important 
step  towards  relieving  the  country  from  the  con- 
dition into  which  it  had  been  plunged  by  excesses 
in  trade,  banking,  and  credits  of  all  kinds,  was 
to  place  the  business  transactions  of  the  Go- 
vernment itself  on  a  solid  basis;  giving  and  receiv- 
ing in  all  cases  value  for  value,  and  neither  coun- 
tenancing nor  encouraging  in  others  that  delusive 
system  of  credits  from  which  it  has  been  found  so 
difficult  to  escape,  and  which  has  left  nothing  be- 
hind it  but  the  wrecks  that  mark  its  fatal  career. 

That  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Government  are 
now,  and  have  been  during  the  whole  period  of 
these  widespreading  difficulties,  conducted  with  a 
strict  and  invariable  regard  to  this  great  fundamen- 
tal principle,  and  that  by  the  assumption  and  main- 
tenance of  the  stand  thus  taken  on  the  very 
threshold  of  the  approaching  crisis,  more  than  by 
any  other  cause  or  causes  whatever,  the  commu- 
nity at  large  has  been  shielded  from  the  incalcula- 
ble evils  of  a  general  and  indefinite  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  and  a  consequent  annihilation, 
for  the  whole  period  it  might  have  lasted,  of  a  just 
and  invariable  standard  of  value,  will,  it  ij  be- 
lieved, at  this  period,  scarcely  be  questioned. 

A  steady  adherence,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  the  policy  which  has  produced  such  salu- 
tary results,  aided  by  judicious  State  legislation, 
and,  what  is  not  less  important,  by  the  industry, 
enterprise,  perseverance,  and  economy  of  the  Ame- 
rican people,  cannot  fail  to  raise  the  whole  coun- 
try, at  an  early  period,  to  a  state  of  solid  and  en- 
during prosperity,  not  subject  to  be  again  over- 
thrown by  the  suspension  of  banks  or  the  explo- 
sion of  a  bloated  credit  system.  It  is  for  the  peo- 
ple, and  their  representatives,  to  decide  whether 
or  not  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  country 
(which  all  good  citizens  equally  desire,  however 
widely  they  may  differ  as  to  the  means  of  its  ac- 
complishment) shall  be  in  this  way  secured;  or 
whether  the  management  of  the  pecuniary  con- 
cerns of  the  Government,  and,  by  consequence, 
to  a  great  extent,  those  of  individuals  also,  shall  be 
canted  back  to  a  condition  of  things  which  fostered 
those  contractions  and  expansions  of  the  currency, 
and  those  reckless  abases  of  credit,  from  the  bale- 
ful effects  of  which  the  country  has  so  deedly  suf- 
fered—a return  that  can  promise,  in  the  end,  no 
better  results  than  to  reproduce  the  embarrassments 
the  Government  has  experienced;  and  to  remove 
from  the  shoulders  of  the  present,  to  those  of  fresh 
victim sf  the  bitter  fruits  of  that  spirit  of  speculative 
enterprise  to  which  our  countrymen  are  so  liable, 
and  upon  which  the  lessons  of  experience  are  so 
unavailing.  The  choice  is  an  important  one,  and  1 
sinceiely  hope  that  it  may  be  wisely  made. 

A  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  presenting 
a  detailed  view  of  the  affairs  of  that  department, 
accompanies  this  communication. 

The  desultory  duties  connected  with  the  removal 
of  the  Indians,  in  which  the  army  has  been  con- 
stantly engaged  on  the  Northern  and  Western  fron- 
tiers, and  in  Florida,  have  rendered  it  impractica- 
ble to  carry  into  full  effect  the  plan  recommended 
by  the  Secretary  for  improving  its  discipline.  In 
every  instance  where  the  regiments  have  been  con- 
centrated, they  have  made  great  progress;  and  the 
best  result?  may  be  anticipated  from  a  continuance 
of  this  system.  During  the  last  season,  a  part  of 
the  troops  have  been  employed  in  removing  Indians 
from  the  interior  to  the  territory  assigned  them  in 
the  West— a  duty  which  they  have  performed  effi- 
ciently, and  with  praisewormy  humanity;  and  that  I 


portion  of  them  which  has  been  stationed  in  Flo- 
rida continued  active  operations  there  throughout 
the  heats  of  summer. 

The  policy  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  the 
Indians,  of  which  a  succinct  account  is  given 
in  my  message  of  1838,  and  of  the  wisdom  and 
expediency  of  which  I  am  fully  satisfied,  has 
been  continued  in  active  operation  throughout  the 
whole  period  of  my  administration.  Since  the 
spring  of  1837,  more  than  forty  thousand  Indians 
have  been  removed  to  their  new  homes  west  of  the 
Mississippi;  and  I  am  happy  to  add  that  all  ac- 
counts concur  in  representing  the  result  of  this 
measure  as  eminently  beneficial  to  that  people. 

The  emigration  of  the  Seminoles  alone  has  been 
attended  with  serious  difficulty,  and  occasioned 
bloodshed,  hostilities  having  been  commenced  by 
the  Indians  in  Florida,  under  the  apprehension  that 
they  would  be  compelled,  by  force,  to  comply  with 
their  treaty  stipulations.  The  execution  of  the 
treaty  of  Payne's  Landing,  signed  in  1832,  bat  not 
ratified  until  1834,  was  postponed,  at  the  solicita- 
tion cf  the  Indians,  until  1836,  when  they  again  re- 
newed their  agreement  to  remove  peaceably  to  their 
new  homes  in  the  West.  In  the  face  of  this  solemn 
and  renewed  compact,  they  broke  their  faith,  and 
commenced  hostilities  by  the  massacre  of  Major 
Dade's  command,  the  murder  of  their  agent,  Gene- 
ral Thompson,  and  other  acts  of  cruel  treachery. 
When  this  alarming:  and  unexpected  intelligence 
reached  the  seat  of  Government,  every  effort  ap- 
pears to  have  been  made  to  reinforce  General 
Clinch,  who  commanded  the  troops  thenin  Florida. 
General  Eostis  was  despatched  with  reinforcements 
from  Charleston,  troops  were  catted  out  from  Ala- 
bama, Tennessee,  and  Georgia,  and  General  Scott 
was  sent  to  take  the  command,  with  ample  powers 
and  ample  means.  At  the  first  alarm,  General 
Gaines  organized  a  force  at  New  Orleans,  and, 
without  wailing  for  orders,  landed  in  Florida, 
where  he  delivered  over  the  trcops  he  had  brought 
with  him  to  General  Scott. 

Gov.  Call  was  subsequently  appointed  to  conduct 
a  summer  campaign,  and,  at  the  close  of  it,  was 
replaced  by  General  Jesup.  These  events  and 
changes  took  place  under  the  administration  of  my 
predecessor.  Notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  the 
experienced  officers  who  had  command  there  for 
eighteen  months,  on  entering  upon  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Government  I  found  the  Territory  of 
Florida  a  prey  to  Indian  atrocities.  A  strenuous 
effort  was  immediately  made  to  bring  these  hostili- 
ties to  a  close;  and  the  army,  under  General  Jesup, 
was  reinforced  until  it  amounted  to  ten  thousand 
men,  and  furnished  with  abundant  supplies  of  eve- 
ry description.  In  this  campaign  a  great  number 
of  the  enemy  were  captured  and  destroyed;  but  the 
character  of  the  contest  only  was  changed.  The 
Indians,  having  been  defeated  in  every  engagement, 
dispersed  in  small  bands  throughout  the  country, 
and  became  an  enterprising,  formidably  and  ruth- 
less banditti.  General  Taylor,  who  succeeded 
General  Jesup,  used  his  best  exertions  to  subdue 
them,  and  was  seconded  in  his  efforts  by  the  officers 
under  his  command;  but  he,  too,  failed  to  protect 
the  Territory  from  their  depredations.  By  an  act 
of  signal  and  cruel  treachery,  they  broke  the  trace 
made  with  them  by  General  Macomb,  who  was 
sent  from  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
into  effect  the  expressed  wishes  of  Congress,  and 
have  continued  their  devastations  ever  since.  Gene* 
ral  Armistead,  who  was  in  Florida  when  General 
Taylor  left  the  army,  by  permission,  assumed  the 
command,  and,  after  active  summer  operations, 
was  met  by  propositions  for  peace;  and,  from  the 
fortunate  coincidence  of  the  arrival  in  Florida,  at 
the  same  period,  of  a  delegation  from  the  Semi- 
noles who  are  happily  settled  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  are  now  anxious  to  persuade  their  corav 
trymen  to  join  them  there,  hopes  were  for  some 
time  entertained  that  the  Indians  might  be  induced 
to  leave  the  Territory  without  farther  difficulty. 
These  hopes  have  proved  fallacious,  and  hos- 
tilities have  been  renewed  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  Territory.  That  this  contest  has  endued 
so  long,  is  to  be  attributed  to  causes  beyond 
the  control  of  the  Government.  Experienced  ge- 
nerals have  had  the  command  of  the  troops;  offi- 1 
cers  and  soldiers  have  alike  distinguished 
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elves  for  their  activity,  patience,  and  enduring 
oarage;  the  army  has  been  constantly  famished 
vith  supplies  of  every  description;  and  we  mast 
ook  for  the  causes  which  have  so  long  procrasti- 
nated the  issue  of  the  contest,  in  thevast  extent  of 
be  theatre  of  hostilities,  the  almost  insurmounta- 
ble obstacles  presented  by  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
ty, the  climate,  and  the  wily  character  of  the 
•wages. 

The  sites  for  marine  hospitals  on  the  rivers  and 
akes,  which  I  was  authorized  to  select  and  cause 
o  be  purchased,  have  all  been  designated,  but,  the 
appropriation  not  proving  sufficient,  conditional  ar- 
mngements  only  have  been  made  for  their  acqui- 
sition. It  is  for  Congress  to  decide  whether  those 
conditional  purchases  shall  be  sanctioned,  and  the 
ranane  intentions  of  the  law  carried  into  full 
iffect 

The  navy,  as  will  appear  from  the  accompany- 
ttg  report  of  the  Secretary,  has  been  usefully  and 
loaorably  employed  in  the  protection  of  our  com- 
nerce  and  citizens  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  Pa- 
nne, on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  and  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  A  small  squadron,  consisting  of  the 
rigate  Constellation  and  the  sloop-of-war  Bos- 
on, nader  Commodore  Kearney,  is  now  on 
is  way  to  the  China  and  Indian  seas,  for 
he  purpose  of  attending  to  our  interests  in 
hat  quarter;  and  Commander  Aulick,  in  the 
sloop-of-war  York  town,  has  been  instructed  to 
visit  the  Sandwich  and  Society  islands,  the  coasts 
of  New  Zealand  and  Japan,  together  with  other 
ports  and  islands  frequented  by  our  whale-ships, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  countenance  and 
protection,  should  they  be  required.  Other  smaller 
ressels  have  been,  and  still  are,  employed  in  prose- 
sating  the  surveys  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States, 
directed  by  various  acts  of  Congrei*;  and  those 
rhich  have  been  completed  will  shortly  be  laid  be- 
fore you. 

The  Exploring  expedition,  at  the  latest  date,  was 
preparing  to  leave  the  Bay  of  Islands,  New  Zea- 
land, in  further  prosecution  of  objects  which  have 
thus  far  been  successfully  accomplished.  The  dis- 
sovery  of  a  new  continent,  which  was  first  seen  in 
latitude  66°  2'  south,  longitude  154°  27'  east,  and 
afterwards  in  latitude  66°  31'  south,  longitude  153° 
10'  east,  by  Lieutenants  Wilkes  and  Hudson,  for 
in  extent  of  eighteen  hundred  miles,  but  on  which 
they  were  prevented  from  landing  by  vast  bodies 
of  ice  which  encompassed  it,  is  one  of  the  honora- 
ble results  of  the  enterprise.  Lieutenant  Wilkes 
bears  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  good  conduct  of  his 
officers  and  men;  and  it  is  but  justice  to  that  officer 
to  state  that  he  appears  to  have  performed  the  du- 
ties assigned  to  him  with  an  ardor,  ability,  and 
perseverance,  which  give  every  assurance  of  an 
honorable  issue  to  the  undertaking. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  herewith 
transmitted,  will  exhibit  the  service  of  that  De- 
partment the  past  year,  and  its  present  condition. 
The  transportation  has  been  maintained  during  the 
rear  to  the  full  extent  authorized*  by  the  existing 
laws;  some  improvements  have  been  effected, 
which  the  public  interest  seemed  urgently  to  de- 
mand, but  not  involving  any  material  additional 
expenditure;  the  contractors  have  generally  per- 
formed their  engagements  with  fidelity;  the  post- 
masters, with  few  exceptions,  have  rendered  their 
accounts  and  paid  their  quarterly  balances  with 
promptitude;  and  the  whole  service  of  the  Depart- 
ment nas  maintained  the  efficiency  for  which  it 
has  for  several  years  been  distinguished. 

The  acts  of  Congress  establishing  new  mail 
routes,  and  requiring  more  expensive  services  on 
others,  and  the  increasing  wants  of  the  country, 
have,  for  three  years  past,  carried  the  expenditures 
something  beyond  the  accruing  revenues;  the  ex- 
eats having  been  met,  until  the  past  year,  by  the 
surplus  which  had  previously  accumulated.  That 
surplus  having  been  exhausted,  and  the  anticipated 
Increase  in  the  revenue  not  having  been  realized, 
owing  to  the  depression  in  the  commercial  business 
of  the  country,  the  finances  of  the  department  ex- 
hibit a  small  deficiency  at  the  close  of  the  last 
fiscal  year.  Its  resources,  however,  are  ample;  and 
the  reduced  rates  of  compensation  for  the  transpor- 
tation service,  which  may  be  expected  on  the  future 
letting*,  from  the  general  reduction  of  prices,  with 


the  increase  of  revenue  that  may  reasonably  be  an- 
ticipated from  the  revival  of  commercial  activity, 
must  soon  place  the  finances  of  the  department  in  a 
prosperous  condition. 

Considering  the  unfavorable  circumstances  which 
have  existed  during  the  past  year,  it  is  a  gratifying 
result  that  the  revenue  has  not  declined,  as  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year,  but,  on  the  contra- 
ry f  exhibits  a  small  increase;  the  circumstances  re- 
ferred to  having  had  no  other  effect  than  to  check 
the  expected  income. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Postmaster  General  sug- 
gests certain  improvements  in  the  establishment, 
designed  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the  mails, 
cheapen  the  transportation,  ensure  greater  regu- 
larity in  the  service,  and  secure  a  considerable  re- 
duction in  the  rates  of  letter  postage — an  object 
highly  desirable.  The  subject  is  one  of  general  in- 
terest to  die  community,  and  is  respectfully  recom- 
mended to  your  consideration. 

The  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade  has 
received  the  continued  attention  of  the  Government. 
The  brig  Dolphin  and  schooner  Grampus  have  been 
employed  during  the  last  season  on  the  coast  of  Af- 
rica, for  the  purpose  of  preventing  such  portions  of 
that  trade  as  was  said  to  be  prosecuted  under  the 
American  flag.  After  cruising  off  those  parts  of 
the  coast  most  usually  resorted  to  by  slavers,  until 
the  commencement  of  the  rainy  season,  these  ves- 
vessels  returned  to  the  United  States  for  supplies, 
and  have  since  been  despatched  on  a  similar  ser* 
vice. 

From  the  reports  of  the  commanding  officers,  it 
appears  that  the  trad*  is  now  principally  carried  on 
under  Portuguese  colors;  and  they  express  the  opi- 
nion that  the  apprehension  of  their  presence  on  the 
slave  coast  has,  in  a  great  degree,  arrested  the  pros- 
titution of  the  American  flag  to  this  inhuman  pur- 
pose. It  is  hoped  that,  by  continuing  to  maintain 
this  force  in  that  quarter,  and  by  the  exertions  of  the 
officers  in  command,  much  will  be  done  to  put  a  stop 
to  whatever  portion  of  this  traffic  may  have  been  car- 
ried on  under  the  American  flag,and  to  prevent  its  use 
in  a  trade  which,  while  it  violates  the  laws,  is  equally 
an  outrage  on  the  rights  of  others  and  the  feelings 
of  humanity.  The  efforts  of  the  several  Govern- 
ments who  are  anxiously  seeking  to  suppress  this 
traffic  must,  however,  be  directed  against  the  facili- 
ties afforded  by  what  are  now  recognised  as  legiti- 
mate commercial  pursuits,  before  that  object  can 
be  fully  accomplished.  Supplies  of  provisions, 
water-casks,  merchandise,  and  articles  connected 
with  the  prosecution  of  the  slave-trade,  are,  it  is 
understood,  freely  carried  by  vessels  of  different 
nations  to  the  slave  factories;  and  the  effects  of  the 
factors  are  transported  openly  from  one  slave  sta- 
tion to  another,  without  interruption  or  punishment 
by  either  of  the  nations  to  which  they  belong,  en- 
gaged in  the  commerce  of  that  region.  I  submit 
to  your  judgments  whether  this  Government,  hav- 
ing been  the  first  to  prohibit,  by  adequate  penalties, 
the  slave  trade — the  first  to  declare  it  piracy — 
should  not  be  the  first,  also,  to  forbid  to  its  citizens 
all  trade  with  the  slave  factories  on  the  coast  of 
Africa;  giving  an  example  to  all  nations  in  this 
respect,  which,  if  fairly  followed,  cannot  fail  to 
produce  the  most  effective  results  in  breaking  up 
those  dens  of  iniquity. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  December  5, 1840. 

The  message  having  been  read, 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD, 

Ordered,  That  the  message  and  accompanying 
documents  be  printed;  and  that  fi?e  thousand  co- 
pies of  the  message,  and  fifteen  hundred  copies  of 
the  message  and  accompanying  document?,  be 
primed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate* 

The  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  by  his 
annnal  report  on  the  finances,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
on  the  state  of  thef  finances. 

Treasury  Department, 
December  7, 1840. 
The  undersigned  respectfully  submits  to  Con- 
gress the  following  report  on  the  finance*: 

He  has  great  pleasure  in  announcing  that  dur- 
ing the  present  year  the  expenditures  have  been 


still  further  reduced;  and,  though  the  revenue  has 
not  proved  so  large  as  usual,  ail  the  public  engage- 
ments  have  been  met  with  promptitude. 

I.  The  receipts  and  means  for  1840,  exclusive  of 
trusts  and  the  Pest  Office  has  been  as  follows: 
The  available  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  let 
of  January,  1840,  is  computed  to 
have  been  -  -  -  #2,246,749  00 

The  data  on  which  this  conclu- 
sion r»t«,  connected  with  the  actual 
receipts  and  expenditures  in  1839, 
and  with  the  unavailable  condition 
of  a  portion  ef  the  public  funds, 
may  be  seen  in  the  statements  an- 
nexed. 

During  the   first  three  quarters  of 
the  present   year    the  nett   re- 
ceipts from  customs 
were        -  #10,689,884  78 

During  the  same  pe- 
riod the  receipts 
from  lands  were  -  2,630,217  25 
Miscellaneous  re- 
ceipts for  the  same 
lime        -  -         77,660  38 

Estimated  receipts 
for  the  fourth 
quarter  from  all 
these  sources       -    3,800,000  00 

These  makejthe  aggregate  of  ordi- 
nary receipts  for  the  year  -  17,197,763  01 

Add  the  estimated 
receipts  of  princi- 
pal and  interest 
in  1840,  out  of 
what  was  due 
from  former  depo- 
site  banks,  but  not 
available  on  the 
1st  of  January 
last         -  -     #850,000  00 

Add  also  the  estima- 
ted receipts  from 
the  fourth  bond  of 
the  United  States 
Bank      -  -    2,500,000  00 

Do.  from  the  issue  ot 
Treasury  notes  in- 
stead of  others  re- 
deemed  -  -   5,440,000  00 


8,790,000  00 


Aggregate  from  these 
additional  sources 

This  will  make  die  total  means  in 
1840,  as  ascertained  and  estima- 
ted #28,234,512  01 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  about  #700,000  o 
the  sums  computed  to  be  received  within  the  year 
from  the  banks  above  described,  have  not  yet  been 
ascertained  to  be  paid;  and  if,  contrary  to  expecta- 
tion, there  should  be  a  failure  to  pay  any  part  of 
them  until  next  year,  it  will  make  a  difference  to 
that  extent  in  the  preceding  results. 

II.  The  expenditures  for  1840,  exclusive  of  trusts 
and  the  Post  Office,  have  been  as  follows: 
For  the  first  three  quarters:  civil,  di- 
plomatic, and  miscellaneous       -  #4,118,248  64 
For  the  same  time,  military  -    8,750,784  52 

For  the  same  time,  naval    -  -    4,620,316  35 

Estimates  by  this  Department 
(though  higher  by  the  others)  for 
all  expenses  during  the  fourth 
quarter    -  5,000,000  00 

These  make  the  aggregate  cf  cur- 
rent expenses  for  the  whole  year  22,489,349  51 

Add  for  funded  debt  and  interest  for 
that  of  the  cities  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  during  the  year,  ascer- 
tained and  estimated       -  -      100,000  00 

Redemption  of  Treasury  note*,  in- 
cluding principal  and  interest,  as- 
certained during  the  first  three 
quarters  -  -  -    3,629,306  61 

Estimate  of  notes  that  will  be  re- 
deemed in  the  fourth  quarter     -      425,000  00 
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wiUauake  the  aggregate  of  pay- 
ments or  expenditures  of  all  kinds  96,643,656  13 
eaviag  sb  available  balance  of 
nmaeyiit  the  Treasury  on  the  31st  * 
December,  1840,  computed  to  be    1,590,855  89 


128,234,512  01 


The  funds  on  hand,  considered  not  available  for 
public  purposes,  at  the  commencement  as  well  as 
dose  of  the  present  year,  are  described  particularly 
ia  the  statement  annexed. 

Previous  to  the  close  of  the  /ear,  should  Congress 
mass  any  new  appropriations  which  may  be  imme- 
diately expended,  an  additional  charge  to  that  ex- 
teat  will  tints  be  Imposed  on  1840;  and  if  amount- 
ing to  any  considerable  sum,  it  might  prudently  be 
accompanied  by  some  provision  of  new  means  suf- 
ficient lor  its  payment. 

HI.  The  condition  of  the  public  debt  next  de- 
mands consideration. 

An  exhibit  of  the  particulars  of  it,  whether 
fended'  or  wifunded,  and  of  the  payments  made 
within  the  year  onaecoantof  both,  is  annexed. 

Probably  none  of  the  former  kind  of  debt  exists 
which  is  doe,  except  what  has  been  forgotten,  er 
the  evidence  of  it  mislaid;  as  all  ever  claimed, 
whether  incurred  ia  the  Revolution,  or  since,  has 
been  promptly  discharged.  It  is  fortunate  that  no 
new  debt  of  a  permanent  character  has  been  re- 
cently created  by  the  General  Government;  and 
the  smdtrsigned,  for  reasons  formerly  explained, 
which  need  not  be  here  repeated,  has  uniformly 
considered  it  sound  policy  never  to  incur  one  in 
time  of  peace.  But  it  will  be  recollected  that  Con- 
gress, by  an  act  passed  in  May,  1836,  engaged, 
under  special  conditions,  to  make  payment  of  a 
debt  doe  from  the  cities  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia to  certain  individuals  abroad. 

The  principal  amounted  of  $1,500,000,  and  was 
to  be  paid  in  yearly  instalments  of  $60,000 
each,  beginning  the  1st  ef  January,  1841.  But 
the  interest  was  payable  quarterly,  and,  during  the 
last  four  years,  has  been  regularly  discharged  by 
the  Treasury. 

Within  the  past  year,  notice  has  been  received 
from  the  agent  of  the  creditors  that  payment  of  the 
first  and  subsequent  instalments  of  the  principal  is 
desired  to  be  made,  when  due,  with  punctuality. 
To  insure  a  compliance  with  that  wish,  it  will  be 
necessary,  besides  meeting  the  interest  quarterly, 
to  advance  $60,000  of  the  principal  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  ensuing  year;  and  the  residue 
mast  be  paid,  in  like  amounts,  annually  hereafter, 
till  the  whole  is  discharged. 

The  canal  stocks,  assigned  to  secure  these  pay- 
ments, can,  by  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  be  sold 
to  aid  in  reimbursing  them.  Bat,  in  (he  first  in- 
stance, the  money  is  to  be  taken  from  the  Treasu- 
ry, under  existing  laws,  which  appropriate  suffi- 
cient to  discharge  all  outstanding  debts;  and  a  sale, 
if  able  to  be  made  afterwards,  must  probably  be  at 
a  great  sacrifice.  Congress  may  therefore,  in  its 
wisdom,  think  further  legislation  on  the  subject 
expedient. 

This  is  all  the  funded  debt  not  doe,  and  like- 
wise all  of  it  not  paid,  except,  as  before  explained, 
the  inconsiderable  portions  never  yet  demanded. 

In  respect  to  the  unfunded  debt:  such  small 
parts  as  were  created  previous  to  1837,  and  still 
remain  unsatisfied,  must,  it  is  presumed,  be  in 
that  condition  from  some  accident,  which  has  pre- 
vented a  request  to  be  made  for  payment. 

Nor  has  any  of  it,  which  was  incurred  since, 
fallen  due,  without  being   discharged  whenever 


The  whole  balance  of  the  four  emissions  of  Trea- 
sury notes  made  since  October,  1837,  which  was 
outstanding  on  the  1st  instant,  amounted  only  to 
#4,433,893.  This  is  but  $  1,675,498  more  than  at 
the  dose  of  1839,  notwithstanding  the  great  decline 
in  oar  revenue  since,  and  the  unexpectedly  large 
expenditures  of  old  appropriations  connected  with 
the  Florida  war,  and  the  farther  adjustment  of 
claims  in  behalf  of  Indians. 

Had  these  events  not  happened,  less  even  than 
that  amount  of  notes  would  have  been  issued,  and 
the  Treasury  might,  with,  ease,  have  redeemed 
within  the  year  all  that  were  outstanding. 


It  could  have  done  the  same,  also,  with  most* of 
them,  had  Congress,  at  the  last  session,  passed  the 
declaratory  act  concerning  the  tariff,  modified  the 
system  of  drawbacks  to  correspond  with  the  exist- 
ing duties,  and  adopted  the  propositions  made  for 
graduating  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  as  well  as 
forming  new  land  districts. 

It  must  be  gratifying  to  learn,  however,  that, 
though  incommoded  by  the  failure  of  those  mea- 
sures, aod  the  unexpected  cirrumstances  before 
enumerated,  the  Department  has  been  enabled,  by 
other  means  under  its  control,  to  redeem  every  note 
presented,  and  to  pay,  with  punctuality,  all  debts 
that  have  fallen  due. 

The  credit  of  the  General  Government  has  thus 
thus  been  preserved  ro  high,  that,  instead  of  sacri- 
ficing its  securities  at  large  discounts,  as  in  this  and 
foreign  nations  some  have  been  compelled  to  do 
with  public  stocks,  the  Treasury  notes  have  con  ti- 
nned at  par  during  the  year,  though  never  bearing 
an  interest  higher  than  52*5  per  cent,  and  sub- 
ject even  to  the  stoppage  of  thai,  after  sixty  days' 
notice. 

In  fine,  on  a  review  of  the  whole  subject,  our 
situation  respecting  a  public  debt  of  any  kind  will 
be  found  a  most  favored  one.  Regarded  as  an  in- 
dication either  of  the  good  state  of  ihe  national 
credit,  or  the  ample  resources  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment, or  the  discreet  legislation  relative  to  its 
fiscal  concerns,  it  will  be  difficult  to  discover  many 
eras  more  prosperous  in  these  respects,  whether  in 
the  annals  of  this  or  any  other  country. 

IV.  The  exports  and  imports  within  the  year 
ending  September  30,  1840,  exhibit  several  striking 
peculiarities.  While  the  foreign  commerce  of  the 
country  constitutes  the  chief  basis  ot  the  revenue 
of  the  General  Government,  and  is  indicative  of 
the  extent  of  cur  surplus  produce,  the  statistical  re- 
turns in  relation  to  the  subject  must  excite  constant 
attention  among  s'atesmen  and  political  economist!, 
as  well  as  merchants. 

The  exports  during  the  year  are  computed  to 
have  been  $131,571,950.  This  amount  is 
quite  $10,543,534  more  than  in  1839,  notwithstand- 
ing the  reduced  price  of  some  of  our  great  staples, 
and  is  larger  than  ever  existed  before  in  cur  his- 
tory. 

Of  the  whole  exports  only  $17,809,333  were  of 
foreign  origin.  This  left  those  of  domestic  origin 
at  $113,763,617,  being  $6,845,937  more  than  in 
any  previous  year. 

The  imports  during  1840  were  about  $104,805,891. 
This  shows  the  exeat  falling  off  from  the  previous 
year  of  $57,386,241.  It  furnishes,  likewise,  the 
principa  ^explanation  of  the  extraordinary  diminu- 
tion whieh  has  occurred  in  the  revenue  from  cus- 
tom?; a  diminution,  however,  which  has  been 
caused,  in  part,  by  evasions  of  the  laws,  new  judi- 
cial constructions  left  uncorrected,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  too  large  sums  for  bounties  aod  drawbacks, 
under  an  omission  in  the  existing  tariff  to  reduce 
them  in  a  ratio  equal  to  the  reduction  going  on  in 
the  duties. 

The  difference  between  our  exports  and  i  nports 
has  usually  been  in  favor  of  the  latter.  Several 
years  ago  it  ranged  that  way  about  seven  millions 
of  dollars  annually;  but,  of  late,  the  average  has 
risen  to  near  twenty  millions  annually;  the  excess 
of  import*  having  been,  in  1836 even,  $61,316,995, 
and  in  1839  $41,063,716.  Bat  daring  1840,  the 
extraordinary  occurrence  of  a  reverse  in  this  state 
of  things  has  taken  place.  Such  a  circumstance  as 
the  exports  at  all  exceeding  .the  imports,  is  believed 
to  have  happened  previously  only  six  times  since 
the  Constitution  was  adopted;  and  then,  never  to  an 
extent  beyond  $7,916,831.  Now,  however,  with- 
out any  inflation,  and  in  some  important  articles 
under  a  contraction  of  prices,  the  excess  of  ex- 
ports is  not  only  more  than  ever  was  known  before, 
but  quite  threefold  greater,  being  computed  to  equal 
$36,766,059. 

This  excess  haviag  failed  to  produce  the  usual 
corresponding  increase  of  imports,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, having  been  accompanied  by  a  diminution 
never  previously  equalled  in  amount,  except  under 
the  influence  of  the  embargo  in  1808,  the  whole 
matter  furnishes  another  proof  of  the  hazardous 
fluctuations  ia  the  chief  source  of  our  present  reve- 


nue, which  Congress  has  been  requested  so  repeat- 
edly to  guard  against  by  some  permanent  provision. 
It  is  also  a  strong  illustration  of  the  probability 
of  the  conjecture  expressed  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port, that  the  country  had  become  alarmingly  in- 
debted abroad;  in  part  on  ordinary  mercantile 
credit,  but  chiefly  on  stocks  of  corporations  and 


To  meet  what  would  soon  be  due  for  interest 
alone,  it  was  then  supposed  would  require  twelve 
or  thirteen  millions  or  the  exports;  and  which,  in 
that  event,  would  of  course  furnish  ne  returns  in 
imports.  The  same  result  must  follow  yearly,  till 
the  old  stocks  are  redeemed,  unless  new  ones  can, 
for  some  time  longer,  be  sold;  and  the  difficul- 
ty be  thus  deferred,  though  merely  at  the  ex- 
pense of  increasing  the  whole  ultimate  indebted- 
ne?s. 

But  it  is  a  rource  of  great  satisfaction  to  witness 
the  indications  which  the  unprecedented  amount  of 
exports,  during  the  last  four  years,  has  given  of  the 
continued  prorperity  of  the  country. 

Notwithstanding  some  depressions  in  particular 
branches  of  business,  or  in  particular  places,  the 
general  prosperity  has  been  such  as  to  create  a 
large  surplus  of  products,  and  to  enable  us  to  send 
abroad  immense  and  increased  values  of  them, 
however  great  the  complaints  have  been  as  to  low 
prices. 

These  official  records  are  some  of  the  most  au- 
thentic tests  of  truth,  amidst  contradictory  conjec- 
tures on  topics  like  these.  They  show  that  we  have 
been  able  to  spare,  in  exports  of  domestic  produc- 
tions during  the  last  four  years,  quite  $408,894,743 
in  value;  while  in  no  previous  term  of  that  length, 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  have  they 
exceeded  $359,447,633.  Except  in  the  last  two 
series  of  four  years,  they  have  never  gone  beyond 
$239,576,749;  or,  not  two-thirds  as  high  as  from 
1837  to  1840.  The  whole  tonnage  of  the  country 
has  also  advanced  within  the  four  years  past, 
more  than  30,000  tons. 

Seldom,  indeed,  if  ever,  has  the  navigating  inte- 
rest, one  of  the  great  exponents  of  our  wealth  and 
increased  commerce,  been  so  prosperous  as  with- 
in the  last  twelve  months. 

It  is  true  that  a  portion~of  the  increase  in  exports 
may  be  attributable  to  some  alteration  in  the  ha- 
bits of  the  community,  not  connected  with  additional 
wealth. 

The  disposition  in  families  to  rely  less  on  their 
own  resources,  and  obtain  more  by  means  of  mer- 
cantile exchanges  abroad  as  well  as  at  home, 
has,  without  doubt,  grown  more  rapidly  of  late 
years  than  formerly,  and  tended  to  augment  both 
the  imports  and  exports  beyond  what  the  real  in- 
crease in  the  amount  of  products  would  indicate. 
Yet  the  great  excess  of  exports  during  the  last  few 
years,  over  those  of  previous  times,  cannot  all  have 
arisen  from  these  circumstances.  Granting,  how- 
ever, that  some  of  it  has;  the  consequences  to  that 
extent,  and  in  another  view  of  the  subject,  are  not 
so  well  calculated  to  excite  gratification.  The  in- 
creased dependence  which  the  change  of  habits,  in 
selling  and  buying  so  much  more  of  what  is  con- 
sumed, has  occasioned  between  different  countries 
and  those  engaged  in  different  avocations,  as  well 
as  the  increased  credit  thus  demanded  through 
many  new  ramifications,  and  the  greater  subjec- 
tion thus  produced  of  almost  every  pursuit  to  the 
evils  attendant  on  fluctuations  in  prices,  on  bank 
expansions,  and  revulsions  in  commerce,  have  pro- 
bably exercised  an  influence  on  the  events  of  the 
last  four  years  not  inconsiderable  nor  salutary. 
Combined  with  other  causes,  they  must  certainly 
have  tended  to  effect  a  wide  and  unfavorable  alte- 
ration in  publio  manners;  and  may,  in  time,  inflict 
an  injury  on  the  morals  and  character  of  the  na- 
tion, which  will  more  than  counterbalance  all  the 
gains  in  wealth. 

Y.  The  estimates  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures lor  1841  next  demaad  attention. 

The  actual  receipts  and  expenditures  in  that  year 
can,  of  course,  be  so  regulated  by  Congress, 
through  new  legislation,  as  to  reach  nearly  any 
amount  it  may  deem  proper.  But  the  undersigned 
ran  neither  increase  nor  diminish  them;  though  a 
duty  is  developed  on  him,  in  respect  to  the  subject, 
while  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  which  he  now 
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proceeds  to  perform— of  presenting  some  opinion 
concerning  the  amounts  to  which,  under  the  exist- 
ing'laws,  and  the  calls  of  the  different  department.*, 
they  are  likely  to  attain. 

He  will  further  suggest  any  general  changes 
which  appear  to  him  expedient,  as  well  as  any  new 
means  deemed  necessary  to  meet  all  the  burdens, 
which,  it  is  apprehended,  may  be  imposed. 

The  estimates  for  the  ordinary  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures in  the  ensuing  year  differ  some  millions 
from  what  will  be  actually  received  and  expended 
in  the  present  one. 

It  is  calculated,  however,  that  the  difference  will 
be  what  is  always  most  desirable,— some  increase 
of  the  receipts,  and  a  further  diminution  of  the  ex- 
penditures. 

The  estimates  for  the  latter,  in  the  present  year, 
were  made  less  than  those  of  1839;  and  the  results 
have  corresponded.  Indeed,  it  is  a  cause  of  much 
gratification  that  the  expectations  heretofore  che- 
rished, of  materially  reducing  the  public  burdens, 
have  been  verified  to  so  great  an  extent.  Thus, 
the  expenses  of  1838  fell  below  those  of  1837; 
while  the  expenses  of  1839,  notwithstanding  the 
continuance  of  the  Florida  war,  were  nearly  eight 
Humous  below  those  of  1838;  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  expenses  of  1840  will  be  from  two  to  three 
millions  still  lower,  or  quite  ten  millions  less  than 
those  of  1838. 

They  would  have  been  nearly  twelve  millions 
less,  had  not  that  war  continued,  and  unusually" 
large  payments  been  made  to  Indians,  under  old 
appropriations. 

it  is  believed  that  the  ordinary  expenses  of  1841 
ought  to  fall  some  millions  below  those  in  1840; 
as  the  pensions  have  diminished  by  deaths, 
fewer  Indians  remain  to  be  removed,  several  ex- 
pensive public  buildings  have  been  mostly  finished, 
and  hostilities  with  the  Seminoles  must  be  nearer  to 
a  close. 

More  details  concerning  the  estimates  for  the 
next  year  will  be  proper,  and  will  illustrate  the  cor- 
rectness of  some  of  the  preceding  results. 

It  may  be  stated,  from  the  best  data  in  posses- 
sion of  this  Department,  that  the  receipts,  under  the 
existing  laws,  will  probably  be  as  follows: 
From  customs       .  $19,000,000 

From  lands  .  .  .         3,500,000 

From  miscellaneous  80,000 

Add  the  expected  balance  in  the 

Treasury,  available  on  the  1st  of 

January  next     .  .  1,580,855 


The  aggregated  ordinary  means  for 

the  next  year  would  then  be  .    24  160,855 

There  will  be  nothing  more,  either  of 
principal  or  interest,  due  from 
hanks,  which  is  likely  to  be  made 
available,  except  about      .  220,000 

A  power  will  exist,  under  the  act  of 
31st  March,  1840,  to  is&ue  Treasu- 
ry notes  till  a  year  from  its  passage 
expires,  but  not  to  make  the  whole 
emission  outstanding  at  any  one 
time  exceed  five  millions  of  dollars.    , 

This  will  furnish  additional  means, 
equal  to  the  computed  amount 
which  can  be  issued  at  the  close  of 
the  present  year,  being  about  342,618 

Hence,  there  may  be  added,   from 
these  several  sources,  so  much  as  to 
make  the  whole  means  for  the  next  , 
year  .  .  ..  .    24,723,473 

On  the  other  hand,  the  expenditures 
for  1841  for  ordinary  purposes,  if 
Congress  make  no  reduction  in  the 
appropriations  requested  by  the  dif- 
ferent departments,  are  estimated 
**  ....    19,250,000 

Thji  would  leave  a  balance  in  the 
Treasury,  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
tqualto      ....      5>473.473 

Bat  certain  payments  must  also  be 
made  on  account  of  the  funded  and 
unfunded  debt,  unless  Congress  au- 
thorize contracts  to  be  formed  for 


extending  the  time  of  their  pay- 
meat.  Thus,  there  will  be  re- 
quired— 

On  account  of  the  funded  debt,  chiefly 
for  the  cities  of  this  Disirict  $149,200 

For  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes, 
if  all  the  others  be  issued  which  can 
be  under  the  present  law,  as  then 
the  amount  returned  within  A.  D. 
1841  will  probably  not  exceed  4,500,000 


$4,649,200 


Estimated  balance  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  close  of  the  next  year,  after  all 
payments  whatever 


|824,273 


Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  if  the  whole  of  these 
charges,  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  should  be 
required  to  be  extinguished  in  1841,  the  estimated 
means  will  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  but  may 
not,  besides,  leave  so  large  a  balance  in  the  Trea- 
sury as  is  convenient  and  useful.  The  be*t  mode 
of  obviating  any  difficulty  which  might  arise  fr^m 
that  circumstance  will  soon  be  considered  by  itself. 

For  some  further  general  view  of  the  grounds  of 
the  estimate  of  the  expenditures  for  1841,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  advert  a  few  moments  to  the  new  and 
old  appropriations  from  which  those  expenditures 
arc  to  be  made. 

The  new  ones,  proposed  by  the  different  De- 
partments tor  the  service  of  1841,  amount  to 
116,621,520  28. 

Vis:  Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscella- 
neous     ....  13,450,740  13 
Military     ....    7,725,440  94 
Naval         ....    5,445,339  21 

Besides  these,  certain  permanent  appropriations 
under  existing  laws  will  become  chargeable  on  the 
Treasury  during  the  next  year,  in  sums  as  fol- 
lows: 

For  ordinary  msrposet. 
Military        ....       $864,000 

For  oihor  purposes. 
Public  debt,  including  interest  and 

first   instalment    for  the  District 

of  Columbia  .  .  149,200 

Redeeming  Treasury  notes  .  4,500,000 

These  would  make  the  new  charges,  for  ordina- 
ry purposes,  under  both  new  and  permanent  appro- 
priations, amount  to  $17,485,520  28.  But,  in- 
cluding the  public  debt  and  the  redemption  of 
Treasury  notes,  these  charges  would  be  $22,134,- 
720  28. 

It  will  be  perceived,  therefore,  that  the  aggregate 
of  actual  expenditures  during  1841  has  been  com- 
puted to  be  $1,764,480  higher  than  the  estimated 
amount  of  new  and  permanent  appropriations. 
This  is  done  not  only  because  some  small  over- 
sights have  doubtless  occurred  in  the  latter,  and 
unavoidable  omissions,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
notes,  but  some  new  private  bills,  granting  money, 
may  be  passed  by  Congress,  and  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  the  outstanding  appropriations  at  the  end  of 
1840  (though  reduced  as  much  as  three  or  four 
millions  less  than  at  the  end  of  1839)  may  be  ex- 
pended in  1841,  than  will  be  left  unexpended  of  the 
new  charges  imposed.  These  last  two  items  are 
usually  computed  to  equal  each  other.  The  De- 
partments calculate  that  $6,661,123  of  the  old  ap- 
propriations will  be  required  to  complete  the  pur- 
poses originally  contemplated  by  them. 

They  propose  only'  to  apply  about  $3,749,904  of 
them  to  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  without  re- 
appropriation;  and  the  residue,  amounting  to 
$138,878,  it  is  expected  will  go  to  the  surplus  fund 
They  estimate  the  whole  of  mem  at  the  close  of  the 
year  to  be  $10,549,905. 

VI.  A  few  more  explanations  of  other  grounds 
for  the  estimates  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for 
the  next  year  may  be  useful. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  estimates  for  both  are 
founded  principally  on  the  existing  laws.  Saould 
Congress,  therefore,  alter  the  tariff,  so  as  to  in- 
crease or  reduce  the  duties,  the  expected  amount  of 
receipts  must  of  course  be  varied  in  that  propor- 
tion. 

So  it  must  be  if  Congress  makes  any  essential 
change  in  respect  to  the  public  lands,  and  either 


passes  a  graduation  bill,  and  creates  new  land  dis- 
trict* in  which  surveys  are  ready  for  large  sales,  as 
this  would  increase  the  immediate  receipts;  or  if, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  should  distribute  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  among  the  States,  as  that  would  dimi- 
nish the  revenue  applicable  to  the  purposes  of  the 
General  Government,  and  render  a  resort  to  new 
taxation,  an  increased  tariff,  or  a  loan,  indispensa- 
ble, to  the  extent  of  the  distribution. 

The  estimates  of  the  receipts  from  customs  have 
been  letsened  somewhat,  because  the  importation 
of  certain  articles  paying  a  duty  will,  in  1841,  be 
partially  postponed  to  1842,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  reduction  in  the  tariff  on  them  which  will 
take  place  in  the  latter  year  under  the  existing 
laws. 

So  have  they  been  on  account  of  the  greater  pro- 
portionate bounties  and  drawbacks  which  are  now/ 
returned  on  several  articles,  and  some  beneficial 
operation  anticipated  from  the  Independent  Trea- 
sury in  checking  speculation. 

On  the  contrary,  the  revulsions  in  business 
which  have  occurred  since  the  middle  of  1839,  and 
deeply  affected  the  revenue  of  some  other  countries 
as  well  as  our  own,  and  the  protracted  suspension 
of  specie  payments  by  many  of  the  hanks,  which 
has  continued  over  a  large  part  of  the1  United  8tates 
since  Octeber  in  that  year,  will  probably  terminate 
soon,  by  the  salutary  reaction  of  great  commercial 
principles;  and  that-even t  must  be  accompanied  by 
a  considerable  increase  of  imports  and  duties. 
The  amount  of  the  latter,  therefore,  has  been  esti- 
mated higher  than  the  actual  receipts  in  the  pre- 
sent year,  but  not  so  high  as  they  were  in  1839  by 
about  two  millions,  nor  so  high  as  many  anticipate 
they  will  be.  But  if  the  banks  do  not  speedily  re- 
sume, it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  estimate  will  prove 
larger,  instead  of  smaller,  than  events  will  verify. 

The  revenue  from  lands  must  continue  to  be 
lower  under  the  present  laws  than  might  otherwise 
be  expected,  because  that  portion  of  the  vast  sales 
in  1835  anil  1836  which  were  made  to  speculators, 
must  for  some  years  longer  come  into  the  market 
in  competition  with  the  Government;  and  the  emi- 
gration to  Texas,  as  well  as  the  continuance  of  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  over 
much  of  the  West  and  Southwest,  is  likely  to  ope- 
rate injuriously  somewhat  longer,  though  probably 
with  a  force  much  diminished. 

In  respect  to  the  estimates  for  expenditures,  k 
need  only  be  observed  here,  that  any  considerable 
addition  made  by  Congress  to  the  new  appropria- 
tions called  for,  would  require  a  provision  of  far- 
ther means  to  meet  them,  corresponding  in  amount; 
and  any  diminution  in  those  appropriations  would 
also  reduce,  in  a  similar  manner,  the  amount  of 
means  otherwise  necessary. 

VII.  It  is  proper  to  advert  next  to  the  best  mode 
of  avoiding  any  inequality  between  the  anticipated 
receipts  and  expenditures,  either  in  1841  or  1842. 

It  has  already  been  shown  that  the  whole  amount 
of  receipts  in  1841  will  probably  be  sufficient  to 
discharge  all  ordinary  expenditures,  and  those  parts 
of  the  outstanding  debt,  funded  or  unfunded, 
which  may  become  due.  But  the  preservation  of 
a  suitable  balance  in  the  Treasury  may  require 
more  than  what  will  probably  be  left  after  satisfy- 
ing other  purposes.  The  raising  of  any  sum  for 
that  object  in  1841  could,  however,  be  obviated  hj 
authorising  a  contract  to  be  made,  under  proper 
restrictions,  extending  the  period  of  payment  for  a 
portion  of  the  temporary  liabilities  falling  due  in 
that  year.  Yet,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned, 
the  best  mode  of  providing  for  this  case  woald  be, 
without  either  an  extension  of  this  kind,  or  a  loan, 
or  a  further  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  or  a  change 
in  the  tariff;  but  merely  by  lessening  ihe  appropri- 
ations for  the  service  of  1841  below  the  estimate?, 
or  by  passing  such  declaratory  clauses  as  to  the 
present  tariff,  and  such  acts  as  to  the  public  )and5, 
as  have  heretofore  been  urged  on  the  consideration 
of  Congress. 

The  arguments  iu  favor  of  some  further  di- 
minution in  our  expenditures,  and  the  general 
items  in  which  the  reduction  is  considered  most 
compatible  with  the  public  interests,  were  so  fully 
exhibited  in  the  last  two  annual  reports  as  to  render 
a  repetition  of  them  unnecessary. 

It  was  then  believed  that  the  laws  could  be  alter- 
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•1  so  at  to  admit  of  safely  curtailing  the  appropri- 
ation at  once,  to  sneh  aa  extent  that  the  e xpendi- 
am  aeed  not  exceed,  in  the  aggregate,  seventeen 
or  eighteen  millions  yearly.  After  more  of  the 
■anions  ternruwue,  and  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
b  completed,  ihey  cooid  be  beneficially  contracted 
to  cm  km  than  that  amount.  Sach  a  reduction 
atiajrst  adverted  to  seems,  therefore,  proper  to  be 
adopted  >ov,  lince  it  could  be  effected  without  the 
""  f  of  injury  to  any  useful  national  esta- 
,  would  promote  public  frugality,  and  su- 
t  sm  necessity  either  of  higher  tariffs,  direct 
taxes,  or  permanent  debts. 

If  that  he  not  done,  the  secondary  measures  be- 
fore suggested,  such  as  a  declaratory  act  to  enforce 
the  present  tariff;  a  suitable  modification  of  the 
i  and  kHmues)  and  the  passage  of  bills 
:  the  price  of  public  lands,  as  well  as 
me  new  districts  for  the  sate  of  them, 
i  likely,  if  taking  effect  early,  to  yield  a 
>  supply  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  though,  under 
other  of  ttese  arrangements,  enough  might  be  ob- 
tained within  the  whole  of  1841  for  the  objects 
Mtesoftated,  yet  not  a  due  or  sufficient  proportion 
in  the  tot  quarter;  because  by  that  time  all  the 
i  are  not  likely  to  go  into  foil  operation, 
i  of  the  anticipated  increase  to  happen  in 
receipts  of  duties  under  existing  laws. 
heavy  expenses  will  also  fall  on  that 
quarter  hi  the  next  year.  In  addition  to  a  full  por- 
uwa  of  most  of  the  current  expenses,  and  the  whole 
\  for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and 
[  tf  a  million,  or  more,  for  all  the  annual 
j  bounties,  there  will  be  imposed  on  it  most 
of  the  charges  for  the  whole  year  connected  with 
die  session  of  Congress  and  private  bills,  at  well  as 
large  payments  for  taking  the  census,  and  for  the 
first  instalment  of  the  debt  of  this  District;  several 
of  them  as  early  even  as  the  first  day  of  January. 
Prom  these  ciicnmstances,  and  the  considerations 
that  all  which  is  due  from  the  banks  may  net 
be  them  paid,  and  that  the  balance  in  the  Trea- 
sury, under  the  policy  adopted  by  Congress  of  late 
years,  wili  of  necessity  be  small,  while  the  fluc- 
tuations and  inequalities  are  very  great  between 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  in  different  portions 
of  the  year,  to  which  we  are  constantly  exposed 
from  causes  that  have  on  former  occasions  been 
explained  at  length,  it  must  be  obvious  that  entire 
safety  requires  a  conditional  power  to  be  seasona- 
bly cWcrred  on  the  Executive  to  obtain  at  any 
tame  with  1841  such  subsidiary  means  as  may  be 
assaYs1  for  a  few  moths,  and  as  maybe  sufficient 
to  enable  the  Treasury  punctually  to  discharge, 
during  that  year,  all  the  liabilities  imposed  by  Con- 

than  is  another  contingency  under  the  existing 
laws,  aa  to  duties,  which  requires  attention,  with  a 
view  to  be  property  prepared  for  il;  though  legis- 
lation concerning  the  subject  is  not  necessary  so 
early  as  in  the  other  case,  because  the  event  on 
which  it  depends  cannot  actually  happen  till  the 
year  1849. 

Thaw  the  progressive  redaction  of  the  present  ta- 
int; watch  has  been  going  on  since;i833,  will,  after 
December,  1841,  take  effect  to  a  moch  larger  ex- 
tant uuaa  heretofore.  Nearly  two  millions  and  a 
half  of  dollars  will  then  be  deducted  at  once. 

On  the  1st  of  July  afterwards,  at  least  two  mil- 
slot*  and  a  half  more  of  duties  will  be  removed; 
ansUag  an  aggregate,  in  six  months,  of  quite  Ave 
million*.  If  the  imports  then  should  not  differ 
much  float  these  in  1818,  this  would  leave  an  in- 
esast  from  them,  not  probably  exceeding  ten  or 
eleven  millions  of  dollar 8  yearly.  It  will  therefore 
be  necessary  to  make  corresponding  reductions  in 
ant  expenditures  of  1842,  or  seasonably  provide 
■ihtii  wiin,  in  some  permanent  manner,  to  supply 
any  warns  kkdy  to  happen  from  this  cause.     - 

fhrmld  Congress  conclude  that  such  reduction  in 
the  expenditures  cannot  properly  be  made,  and  that 
am  imports  1st  1842  will  not  increase  beyond  those 
a  1838,  &e  amount  of  the  deficiency  would,  in 
probably  differ  but  little  from  five 
Such  a  deficiency  would,  under  these 
,  be  likely  to  become  permanent,  and 
amy  be  considered  the  first  of  that  character  which 
will  occur  under  the  tariff  act  of  1833. 


The  idea  that  such  a  deficiency  in  time  of  peace 
ought  to*  be  supplied  by  issues  of  Treasury  notes, 
or  by  a  loan,  has  never  been  entertained  by  the 
undersigned.  Nor  can  it  be  countenanced  by  any 
sound  principles  either  of  finance  or  political  eco- 
nomy. The  inquiry  then  recurs,  what  other  mode 
would  be  more  eligible?  When  we  possessed  an 
extraordinary  surplus,  it  was  considered  prudent  by 
Congie«s  to  make  depositee  with  the  States,  with  a 
view  to  be  returned  in  an  exigency,  rather  than  to 
invest  a  portion  of  it  safely  and  productively,  so  as 
to  be  realized  in  such  an  event.  It  would  therefore 
be  consistent  with  that  arrangement  to  recall,  in 
1842,  such  part  of  the  surplus  as  may  be  then 
needed. 

That  course,  however,  appears  not  very  likely  to 
be  adopted,  since  the  former  power  given  to  this 
Department  to  recall  these  deposites  has  been  taken 
away  by  Congress. 

Another  practicable  mode  would  be  to  resort  to 
direct  taxes.  But  this  is  so  unsuited  to  the  general 
habits,  and  so  uncongenial  to  the  opinions  of  most 
of  our  population,  that  its  adoption  is  not  to  be  an- 
ticipated. Some  other  permanent  resource  must 
then  be  looked  to.  The  choice  will  probably  rest 
between  the  large. reduction  of  expenditure?,  with 
the  ether  accompanying  measures  before  specified, 
and  some  extensive  modification  of  the  present  ta- 
riff. Explanations  have  heretofore  been  given  by 
the  undersigned  in  favor  of  the  former  course;  and 
it  would  probably  prove  sufficient  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency, if  the  reduction  be  pushed  vigorously,  and 
especially  if  the  imports  after  1841  shall  exceed 
those  in  1838,  which  is  regarded  as  probable. 

But  Congress  may  not  coincide  with  him  in  opi- 
nion on  these  point*,  and,  for  covering  the  contin- 
gency, may  consider  the  adoption  of  some  perma- 
nent change  in  the  tariff  as  preferable,  and  as  not 
too  early  at  the  present  session,  to  give  full  notice 
of  its  character,  before  going  into  operation,  in  or- 
der that  the  different  interests  most  affected  by  it 
shall  have  time  to  become  gradually  adjusted  to  its 
provisions. 

In  that  event,  it  might  be  supposed  that  the  un- 
dersigned had  avoided  doe  responsibility,  and  a 
timely  discharge  of  duty,  if  he  were  not  prepared 
to  offer  some  views  concerning  the  details,  as  well 
as  general  principles,  which  he  deems  applicable  to 
such  a  change.  He  has  therefore  examined  the 
subject,  and  is  ready  to  present  the  results  at  any 
moment  either  House  of  Congress  shall  express  a 
wish  to  that  effect.  Bat  he  refrains  from  submit- 
ting them  without  a  special  request,  because  some 
doubt  exist?,  under  circumstances  which  can  be 
properly  appreciated,  as  to  the  delicacy  of  his  dis- 
cussing a  measure  at  this  time,  which  the  Legisla- 
ture may  not  consider  it  necessary  to  act  on  till  a 
new  Congress  assembles. 

VIII.  The  mode  of  keeping  the  public  money 
recently  established  by  Congress*,  has  thus  far  an- 
swered the  expectations  of  this  Department. 

The  numerous  labors,  perplexities,  and  delays  of 
putting  a  new  system  into  operation,  have  been 
mostly  overcome,  and  no  losses  whatever  are 
known  to  have  occurred  under  it. 

Some  of  the  provisions  in  the  law  are  deemed 
objectionable  in  their  details  and  are  respectfully 
recommended  to  Congress  tor  revision.  Bat  they 
are  not  supposed  to  affect  in  the  slightest  degree 
any  principle  involved  in  the  measure. 

Thus,  the  ordinary  clerks  authorized  are>  nume- 
rous enough,  yet  a  principal  one  is  needed  at  New 
York  city,  with  such  compensation  as  is  usual  at  a 
place  of  so  large  and  important  business. 

On  full  inquiry,  it  has  been  found  also  that  no 
site  could  probably  be  purchased  for  the  erection  of 
an  office  at  St.  Louis,  which  would  be  more  suita- 
ble than  a  lot  now  owned  by  the  United  States; 
and  it  may  be,  under  a  further  examination  which 
is  in  progress,  that  no  new  building  could  be  erect- 
ed on  that  site,  which  would  prove  more  economi- 
cal and  convenient,  than  one  which  can  be  pur- 
chased already  erected.  A  suitable  change  in  the 
appropriation  on  that  subject  is  therefore  respect- 
folly  recommended. 

A  provision  is  needed  likewise  in  case  of  vacan- 
cies, from  any  cause  ^whatever,  in  the  offices  of  re- 
ceivers general  and  treasurers.  One  has  formerly 
been  asked  ra  relation  to  collectors  of  the  customs, 


in  cases  of  removals  and  expirations  of  the  terms 
ot  office,  to  prevent  an  interregnum  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties.  This  might  properly  be 
adopted  as  to  them,  and  extended  to  receivers  gene- 
ral and  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  as  well 
as  of  the  Mint  and  its  branches,  in  all  instances 
whatever  of  vacancy  or  temporary  inability  of  the 
principal.  Perhaps  the  least  objectionable  mode  to 
effect  this  object  wonld  be,  to  direct  that  the  chief 
clerk  of  all  these  officers  should,  in  such  cases,  and 
where  no  other  legal  provision  now  exists,  be  au- 
thorized and  required  to  discbarge  these  duties,  at 
the  risk  and  under  the  responsibility  of  the  princi- 
pal and  his  securities,  till  the  vacancy  is  filled,  or 
the  disability  removed. 

In  consequence  of  some  defects  in  the  phraseo- 
logy of  the  penal  parts  of  the  act,  a  new  clause 
extending  them  to  all  disbursing  officers  of  every 
character  under  the  General  Government  would  be 
judicious.  A  further  provision  also,  respecting 
the  places  of  deposite,  by  disbursing  officers,  of 
money  not  in  the  Treasury,  but  drawn  out  and 
put  into  their  hands  for  making  payments,  appears 
necessary. 

The  keeping  of  such  money  is  now  regulated  by 
the  act  of  3d  of  March,  1809;  and  if  it  is  intended 
to  bring  it  within  the  operation  of  the  late  law  as 
to  money  in  the  Treasury,  it  seems  proper  to  do  so 
by  an  explicit  enactment. 

The  section  requiring  disbursing  officers  to  sell 
their  drafts  for  specie  alone,  though  certain  pro* 
portions  of  paper  are  allowed  to  be  received  for  all 
public  dues,  appears  not  to  be  in  symmetry  wtth 
those  other  provisions.  The  general  influence  of 
the  present  system  is  believed  to  have  been  thus 
far  salutary.  The  true  standard  of  value  has  be  in 
rendered  more  familiar,  confidence  has  been  in- 
creased in  its  stability,  prices  have  gradually  risen, 
business  improved,  and  exchanges  altered  greatly 
for  the  belter. 

If  something  has  been  or  may  be  lost  in  conve- 
nience, (which  is  not  unlikely,)  by  the  increasing 
disuse  of  a  paper  currency  for  public  payment?, 
much  more  will  probably  be  gained  by  the  cir- 
cumstances before  enumerated,  as  well  as  by  the 
greater  security  in  the  use  of  specie,  the  more 
stable  value  imparted  by  the  present  system  to  pro- 
perty and  labor,  and  the  strong  check  established 
by  it,  not  only  against  defalcations,  but  against 
bank  expansions,  excessive  speculations,  and  com- 
mercial fluctuations. 

Even  any  inconvenience  attending  this  change 
in  the  currency  used,  if  found  particularly  embar- 
rassing, can  be  overcome  hereafter,  and  the  sys- 
tem still  maintained,  should  Congress  feel  disposed 
to  adopt  the  measure  which  was  suggested  for  that 
purpose  by  the  undersigned  in  September,  1837. 

Such  a  measure  would  often  furnish  every  ad- 
vantage of  a  circulating  medium,  easy  of  transpor- 
tation, of  the  highest  possible  credit,  and  at  the 
same  time  requiring  an  equal  amount  of  specie  to 
be  employed,  (though  in  deposite,)  and  without 
subjecting  any  of  the  fiseal  affairs  ot  the  Govern- 
ment to  that  legal  dependence  on  corporations  for 
their  management,  which  is  so  objectionable  in 
many  respects,  as  never  to  have  been  attempted  in 
the  management  of  any  of  its  other  affairs,  civil  or 
military. 

The  topics  of  the  condition  of  the  banks  of  the 
Union;  the  state  of  the  currency;  the  proper  places 
of  deposite  for  the  public  funds,  and  other  matters 
immediately  connected  with  them,  have  engrossed 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  annual  reports  from 
this  Department  for  several  years. 

But  the  keeping  of  the  money 'in  the  Treasury 
being  bow  separated  from  the  banks,  and  the  kind 
of  money  to  be  received  and  paid  out  fixed  by  new 
legal  provisions,  it  is  not  considered  material  at 
this  time  further  to  discuss  these  matters,  than  to 
submit  the  general  remarks  which  will  be  found  at 
the  close  of  this  communication. * 

IX.  Some  miscellaneous  topics  connected  with 
the  finances  deserve  a  brief  notice. 

The  various  measures  heretofore  recommended 
to  Congress  by  the  undersigned,  and  which  have 
not  yet  been  finally  acted  on,  are  again  respectful- 
ly recalled  to  its  attention. 

Without  recapitulating  them,  it  will  be  found,  on 
a  reference  to  former  reports,  that  many  of  the  sub* 
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tion  of  the  rale,  might  hive  to  say  in  defence  of  it, 
provided  the  House  would  hear  what  he  (Mr.  A.) 
might  have  to  fay  in  reply. 

The  yeas  and  nays  en  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
tabic  were  then  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Mown.  Alford,  John  W.  Allen,  Andrew*,  Atherton, 
Banks.  Bell,  Blmckwett,  Bond,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  flump- 
ton  H .  Butler.  William  O.  Butler,  William  R  Campbell,  Chip- 
manjChInn,  Clifford,  Crockett,  Croaa,  John  Davw,  John  W.  Da- 
vU,0.  Davis,Daw*>n,  Deberry,  Delicti  Earl,  Eamman,Qalt>raiih, 
Gentry,  Gerry,  Goggln.Green.  nabereham,Jno.  HoetingajHawet, 
Hill  of  Va.  fUll  of  N.  C.  HiUen,  nook,  Jameson,  Jenifer, 
Care  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keira,  Kemble,  Kille,  Leadbet- 
ter.  Lucas,  McCarty,  McClellan,  McClure,  Marchand,  Medill, 
Miller,  Montanya,  Montgomery,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Morrow, 
NewhanL  Ntotot,  Parrteh,  Rajner,  Samuels,  Sbepard,  Albert 
Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sum- 
ter,  Sweeney.  Taliaferro,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  John  B.  Tbomp. 
son,  David  D.  Wegener,  Watterson,  Weller,  John  White, 
WKk,  Jarad  W.  WflUaraa,  Lewie  Williams,  am* 
H.  Wuliams-82. 


,  and  Christopher 


NAYS— Mmbts  Arlnmp,  Bnfcfr,  Barnard.  Brntty^  Bnarlman, 
Biew^r  Hrttf-'s.  Calhomt,  i'asey,  ^hflltntlen,  V\ai It,  James 
Cooper,  Cnirwum,  Edward  Da  vita,  I>oeT  t^g,  Erarsit,  #-  UJmure, 
Pleicfifr,  GutM,  fiiMtnli?,  Cramer,  Hi  lam!  Hall,  AufJMHa  C. 
flarki,  Thonna  Henry,  llnpkin*,  Jickann,  f'liaTl*?M  lohiwinn, 
Ijtti^  Lln&jln,  McCuJIof  U.  M&lloi-y,  Mflfvjik,  Maboo,  MjuIl^U, 
f.>lviry  Morrw,  Nfly1ort  D&barn*i  Panuem*!",  iVtk,  Kdini.ill, 
Uamlofplt,  RarMcrv,  Hw*w»yh  Bdwnd  Refers,  rtn^tt,  S  r- 
£taui„  nitnonLon,  »*t#d«,  J'-lm  r*rnuli,  Truman  Hmiih,  Tilling- 
fiaii^TtolarxiH  Trumbull*  lrfi'^ei'#i'0')1  Ppth  -T.  Wagner,  Henry 
William*.  Slid  WJplhn>r>-6& 

do  lira  resolution  was  laid  upon  (he  table. 

After  the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  BEIBNE  stated  that  the  Clerk  bad  just 
passed  his  name,  when  he  entered  the  hall;  and  as 
it  was  contrary  to  the  rules  for  him  to  vote  at  that 
time,  he  asked  permission  of  the  House  that  his 
name  might  be  recorded  on  (he  important  vote  just 
taken. 

General  consent  being  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  some  members  objecting, 

Mr.  BEIRNE  withdrew  his  request. 

Mr.  TOLAND  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 
But  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  by 
their  Secretary,  informing  the  House  that  a  quo- 
rum of  the  Senate  had  assembled,  and  was  ready 
o  proceed  to  business. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  bad  concurred  in  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  to  wait  upon  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
informing  him  that  (he  two  Houses  had  assembled, 
and  were  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he 
might  be  pleased  to  make. 

Also,  that  Messrs.  Wright  and  Huntington  had 
been  chosen  to  constitute  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSSELL,  it  was 

ftcsefoed,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  deno- 
minations, be  elected  by  Congress — one  by  each 
House — to  serve  during  the  present  session,  who 
shall  interchange  weekly. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House  the 
Annual  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States; 

Which  having  been  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  it  was 

R$wlvtd,  That  the  Message  of  the  Piesident  of 
the  United  States  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union,  and  that  fifteen 
thousand  copies  thereof  with  the  accompanying  do- 
cvments,  and  fife  thousand  copies  thereof,  without 
the  accompanying  documents,  be  printed  lor  the  use 
of  the  members  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS, 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
Thursday,  December  10,  1840. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Roane,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr. 
White,  and  Mr.  Tallmadge,  appeared  in  their 
places  this  morning. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hod.  Wiluam  R.  Graham,  elected  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  a  Sena- 
tor for  the  unexpired  term  occasioned  by  tha  resig- 
nation of  the  Hon.  Robert  Strange. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  was  then  qualified  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT  communicated  the  creden- 
tials of  the  Hon.  Willie  P.  Mangum,  elected  by 
the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  a  Senator  from 
that  State,  for  the  unexpired  term  occasioned  by  the 


resignation  of  the  vHon.  Bedford  Brown;  and 
also,  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March 
next. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  W.  S.  Fulton,  elected  by  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Arkansas,  a  Senator  from  that  State  for 
six  years,  from  the  4th  of  March  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  the  Senate 
then,  in  accordance  with  their  resolution  of  yester- 
day, proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce;  and  the  votes  hav- 
ing been  counted,  the  result  was  declared  to  be 
as  follows: 
Whole  number  of  ballots        -  32 

Mr.  King  received  29 

Mr.  Davis       -  3 

Mr.  King  was  accordingly  declared  to  be  elected. 
The  PRESIDENT  then  announced  the  following 
as  the 

COMMITTEES  OF  THE  SENATE. 

COMMITTEE  ON  FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 
Mr.  Buchanan,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Roane, 
Calhoun,  Allen. 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 
Mr.  Wrioht,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Benton, 

Nicholas,  Hubbard, 

commtttbe  on  commerce. 
Mr.  Kino,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Davi«,  Mr.  Ruggles, 

NORVELL,  MOUTON. 

COMMITTEE  ON  MANUFACTURES 
Mr.  Lumpkin,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Preston,  Mr.  Buchanan, 

Knight,  Allen. 

COMMITTEE  ON  AGRICULTURE. 

Mr.  Mouton,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Dixon,  Mr.  Sturgeon, 

Linn,  Smith  of  Conn. 

COMMITTEE  ON  MILITARY  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Benton,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Preston,  Mr.  Pierce, 

Wall,  Nicholas. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  MILITIA. 
Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana,     Mr.  Fulton, 
Anderson,  Mangum. 

COMMITTEE  ON  NAVAL  AFFAfRS. 

Mr.  Williams,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Southard,  Mr.  Tallmadge, 

Cuthbert,  Tappan. 

committee;on  public  lands. 
Mr.  Walker,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Fulton,  Mr.  Prentiss, 

Clay  of  Alabama,  Norvell. 

COMMITTEE  ON  PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Linn,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Sevter,  Mr.  Mouton, 

Clayton,  Huntington. 

COMMITTEE  ON  INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Sevier,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Linn,  Mr.  Phelps, 

White,  Lumpkin. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  Hubbard,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Young,  Mr.  Williams, 

Merrick,  Huntington. 

COMMITTEE  ON  REVOLUTIONARY  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Conn.  Chairman. 
Mr.  Storgron,  Mr.  Graham, 

Crittenden,  Robinson. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  JUDICIARY. 
Mr.  Wall,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Clayton,  Mr.  Anderson, 

Crittenden,  Smith  of  la. 

COMMITTEE   ON  POST  OFFICE  AND  POST  ROADS. 

Mr.  Robinson,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Lumpkin,  Mr.  Wright, 

Fulton,  Henderson. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

Mr.  Young,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Phelps,  Mr.  Henderson, 

Mangum,  Smith  of  la. 

COMMITTEE  ON  PENSIONS. 
Mr.  Pierce,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Prentiss,  Mr.  White, 

Roane,  Huntington. 


COMMITTEE  ON  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLD  Ml 

Mr.  Merrick,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Crittenden,         Mr.  Mangum, 
Southard,  Clayton. 

COMMITTEE  ON  PATENTS  AND  THE  PATENT  OP 

Mr.  Sturgeon,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Prentiss, 

Rorinson,  Porter. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 

Mr.  Fulton,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Merrick,  Mr.  Smith  of  Conn, 

ON  THE  CONTINGENT  EXPENSES  OF  THE  8fil 

Mr.  Knight  of  Conn.  Chairman. 
Mr.  Fulton,  Mr.  Portsr. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ENGROSSED  BILLS. 

Mr.  Henderson,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Porter,  Mr.  Phelps. 

I      Mr.  WALL  submitted  the  following  i 
Jtoofeerf,  That  a  committee  of  three  x 
appointed,  who,  together  with  a  like  number 
appointed  by  the  House  of  Representathraa, 
direct  the  expenditure  of  all  moneys  appropf 
to  purchase  books  for  the  Library  of  Congress 

The  resolution  was  considered  and  agreed  te 
Messrs.  Wall,  Preston,  and  Tappan  appelate 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
/  Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  petition  el 
/hony  Ten  Eyck  and  other  citixens  ef  Detroit 
^  the  passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law; 
referred  to  the  Commi'teeon  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  NOR  YELL  gave  notice  that  t 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  bills  of  the  faMo 
titles: 

A  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Michigan  a  < 
tity  of  land  to  aid  paid  State  in  the  constraeH 
a  canal  around  the  Falls  of  Ste  Marie; 

A  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  to  abolish  a 
sonment  for  debt  in  certain  cases; 

A  bill  to  create  an  iddiiional  land  office  i 
State  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes? 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Trei 
to  procure  steam-vessels  for  the  revenue set  til 

A  bill  authorizing  the  erection  of  certain  1 
houses  and  light- boats,  and  the  establish** 
certain  buoys  and  beacon  lights; 

A  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force  the  at 
incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  H 
ingfon. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  that  at  as  ea 
day  as  the  attendance  of  the  Senators  would  « 
him,  he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  1 
permanent  prospective  pre-emption  taw  in  I 
of  the  hardy  and  industrious  settlers  upon  oar 
lie  lands— the  log  cabin  men.  As  the  eessieil 
a  short  one,  he  was  desirous  of  taking  law  ea 
opportunity  of  asking  leave  to  introduce  tnse 
sure  in  favor  of  the  tenants  of  log  cabins,  i 
wished  the  vote  on  granting  leave  to  be  a 
on  the  merits  of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  FULTON  gave  notice  that  l 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  4 

A  bill  in  relation  to  donations  of  land  to 
persons  in  the  State  of  Arkansas; 

A  bill  to  quiet  the  titles  of  certain  land  t 
in  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas;! 
other  purposes; 

A  bill  to  settle  the  title  to'certain  tract** 
in  the  State  of  Arkansas;      *  t| 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  i 
eight  north,  range  thirty-two  west,  in    the  I 
Arkansas,  to  enter  a  section  of  land  in 
sixteenth  section  in  said  township,  upon 
that  the  same  is  surrendered  to  the  Unite] 
for  military  purposes; 

A  bill  authorizing  the  inhabitants  of  fl 
township  ten  south,  of  range  one  east,  in 
of  Arkansas,  to  enter  one-half  section  of 
school  purposes; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Panel 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Smith  of  A 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citixens  a 
sas,  who  lost  their  improvements  in  conseu, 
a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  I 
Indians. 

A  bill  allowing  drawback  upon  foreignj 
dise  exported  in  the  original  packages  to  < 
and  Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  gave  notic 
morrow  he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  1 
iog  bills: 
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tall  providing  for  the  redaction  and  graduation 
.  *  price  of  the  public  lands; 
A  faul  to  relinquish  to  the  Stat*  of  Alabama  the 
per  eent.  fund  reserved  by  the  act  for  her  ad- 
ion  into  the  Union,  to  be  applied  to  the  making 
•  road  or  roads  leading  to  said  State: 
A  mil  to  establish  an  additional  land  district  in 
at*  8Ule  of  Alabama; 
A  bfll  for  the  relief  of  William  Jones; 
&  till  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
~  an  act  for  the  appointment  of  commis- 
to  adjust  the  claims  to  reservations  of  land 
.    he  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1830  with 
taoetuw  Indians; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the 
lie  lands,  who  were  deprived  of  the  benefits  of 
act  granting  pre-emption  rights,  which  was  sp- 
ied on  the  19th  of  Jane,  1834; 
bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  the  inhabitants  of 
deprived  of  the  16th  section  by  Indian 
us; 
LAtaiU  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest  of 
Hatted  Stales  to  a  certain  reservation  in  the 
of  Alabama. 
,Mr.   LIMN   gave   notice   that   to-morrow  he 
'mid  ask  leave  to  in  trod  ace  the  following  bills: 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  companies  of  Mis- 
ari  volunteers; 

A  bill  to  continue  io  force  the  "Act  for  the  final 

of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri," 

Jury  19, 1832;  and  the  act  supplemental 

.  approved  March  2, 1833; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  a  patent  to  the 

or  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Rivard, 


LUMPKIN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
wsuH  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Avery,  Selimarah  and  Company. 

Mr.  PORTER  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
Mould  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  supplementary 
Jaan  ant  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  to 
"    '  m  me  town  of    Detroit  and  Territory  of 

igba,  and  for  other  purposes. 
►  Mr.  PRENTISS  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
'Walt  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 
A  bill  to  establish  a  Board  of  Commissioners  to 
and   determine  claims  against  the  United 


A  bin1  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel  White; 
»  A  bfll  for  the  relief  of  David  Waller; 
*  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Barnes; 
1  A  bill:  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezcr  Swan; 
'   AMI  for  the  relief  of  Joab  Seely. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  it  was 
Fjfcaifind;  Tliat  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  ad- 
Mitrta  meet  on  Monday  next. 

'.  MERRICK  gave  notice  that  to-morrow,  he 
*k  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
to  the  State  of  Maryland  of  the  stock  in 
te  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  standing  iQ  the 
tsnue  of  the  United  States,  upon  certain  condi- 

Tbe  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
TeoasDAT,  Dec.  10, 1840. 
As  soon  as-  the  journal  bad  been  read, 
Mr.  STANLY,  after  some  remarks  in  relation 
Ik*  expense  of  printing,  etc.  moved  to  recon- 
tor  me  vote  by  which,  on  yesterday,  the  following 
HflUlfatt,  offered  by  Mr.  Athcrtoit,  was  adopted, 
■tike  purpose  of  submitting  an  amendment  re- 
ikis*; die  number  of  copies: 
lute* *\  That  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
"~         ses  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  that  fif- 
copies  thereof  with  the  accompany- 
mats,  and  five  thousand  copies  thereof 
me  accompanying  documents,  be  printed 
me  net  of  Hie  members  of  the  House. 
IfcATHBRTON  said  that  he  found,  on  refer- 
|mtto  Jefernal  of  1838-9,  that  fifteen  thousand 
igewith,  and  five  thousand  without, 
laying  documents,  had  been  ordered  to 
in  introducing  the  resolution,  he  did 
femmr  it  was  a  departure  from  the  former 
Iff  the  House.    Last  year  a  mistake  was 
,  a*d  there  was  not  a  sufficient  supply 


of  the  Message,  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
printed. 

Mr.  TILLINGH  AST  said  the  documents  were 
of  more  importance  than  the  message  without  the 
documents,  and  were  sought  for  as  conveying  more 
information.  Mr.  T.  thought  that^at  the  last  ses- 
sion, the  usual  rule  was  departed  from,  and  a 
large  number  of  the  President's  Message  was  print- 
ed without  the  documents.  The  reason  was  asked 
by  his  constituents,  who  were  desirous  of  seeing  the 
documents  as  well  as  the  message. 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  the  consideration  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was  a  seri- 
ous one.  For  his  part  he  could  not  say  what  the 
maximum  expenses  of  the  printing  would  be,  nor 
did  he  know  the  character  of  the  documents;  and 
such  being  the  case,  he  hoped  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider wonld  prevail,  in  order  that  he  and  other 
gentlemen,  who  were  not  present  when  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted,  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
giving  their  views. 

Mr.  C:  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which,  be- 
ing ordered,  were— yeas  89,  nays  90. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN, 

Ordered,  That  the  several  Standing  Committees 
be  now  appointed,  according  to  the  standing  rules 
and  orders  of  the  House. 

With  a  view  of  affording  the  Speaker  time  for 
appointing  the  Standing  Committees,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  BRIGGS,  it  was 

Resohed,  That  when  this  House  adjourn,  it  ad* 
journ  to  meet  again  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  ADAMS  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read  for  information: 

Revived,  That  a  select  committee  of  five  mem- 
bers be  appointed,  with  liberty  to  send  for  persons 
aad  papers,  to  ascertain  and  report  to  this  House 
whether  the  printed  House  document  of  the  last 
session,  No.  185,  hss  been  falsified;  materially  dif- 
fering from  the  manuscript  document  transmitted 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  if  so,  by 
whom  the  said  falsification  was  made. 

Mr.  A.  after  an  explanation  of  the  nature  of  the 
document,  (which  is  a  translation  from  the  Spanish 
of  die  papers  relating  to  the  African  negroes  of  the 
Amistad,  observed  that  his  object  in  offering  the  re- 
solution was,  first,  that  justice  might  be  done  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  officer 
employed  as  translator  in  the  State  Department; 
and,  second,  that  it  might,  if  possible,  be  ascertain- 
ed by  whom  the  fraud  had  been  J  perpetrated,  if  it 
should  prove  to  be  a  fraud,  and  not  a  blunder.  He 
then  went  on  to  argue  that  this  erroneous  translation 
would  have  a  very  important  bearing  on  the  case 
of  the  negroes  in  question,  whose  trial  would  come 
on  in  the  Supreme  Court  in  January,  inasmuch  as 
the  fradulent  translation  of  the  passport  would 
make  them  out  as  slaves,  whereas  the  proper  trans- 
lation wonld  show  that  they  were  free  men. 

Mr.  A.  after  reading  copious  extracts  from  a 
pamphlet  on  the  subject  by  Judge  W.  Jay,  of  New 
York,  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that  the  reso- 
lution would  be  adopted  forthwith. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution;  and  it  was  agreed  to,  as  follows— 
ayes  87,  noes  46. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRANSTON,  it  was 

Retolved,  That  all  petitions  and  memorials  pre- 
sented to  this  House  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  referred  to  the  several  standing  com- 
mittees, on  which  no  report  was  made,  or  in  rela- 
tion to  which  bills  were  reported  which  were  lost  in 
either  House,  may  be  again  referred  to  the  same 
committees,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  members  by 
whom  they  were  respectively  presented,  on  being 
handed,  or  a  list  thereof  presented,  to  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
to-morrow,  or  some  subsequent  day  ot  the  session, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the  natura- 
lization law*. 

Mr.  HAND  gave  notice  that  to-morrow,  (or  the 
earliest  opportunity,)  he  should  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  establishing  a  uniform  system  of  natu- 
ralization, and  repealing  all  the  present  laws  on 
that  subject,  similar  to  the  one  heretofore  intro- 
duced by  him. 

Mr.  CALYARY  MORRI8  gave  notice  that,  on 
to-morrow,  or  some  subsequent  day  during  the  pre- 


sent session,  he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  repeal  "An  act,  entitled  'an  act  to  provide  for 
the  collection,  safekeeping,  transfer,  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,"  approved  July  4, 
1840. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JENIFER, 

Resolved,  that  a  Select  Commute  on  the  Tobacco 
Trade  be  appointed  by  the  Spbakeb. 

Mr.  TILUNGHAST  submitted  the  following, 
which  lies  over  one  day: 

JRejetod,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
port to  this  House  how  far,  and  in  what  manner, 
the  act  passed  at  the  last  session,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  collection,  safekeeping,  transfer, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,"  has  been 
carried  into  execution;  whether  any  buildings,  addi- 
tions to,  or  alterations  in,  buildings  therein  aa|uo- 
rized  or  required,  have  been  commenced;  at  what 
cost,  or  contracts  therefor  made,  or  orders  there- 
for given,  and  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
such  contracts  and  orders;  what  number  of 
clerks,  special  agents,  and  other  officers, 
agents,  or  servants,  have  been  and  now  are  em- 
ployed under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  or  for  aid 
in  carrying  the  same  into  effect,  and  where,  and 
from  what  times,  and  at  what  compensations; 
whether  each  and  every  of  the  officers  who  are  there- 
in required  to  give  bond  have  given  bond,  and  the 
sum,  sureties,  and  time  of  delivery  of  each  bond; and 
who,  if  any,  have  not  given  bond;  whether,  in  the 
collection,  or  keeping,  or  transfer,  or  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,  or  any  portion 
thereof,  since  said  act  has  been  in  force,  any 
bank  have  been  resorted  to;  aad,  if  so,  what 
bank  or  banks,  to  what  extent  and  in  what  manner, 
and  what  propositions  have  been  made,  if  any,  to 
any  bank  therefor;  and  setting  forth,  also,  in  what 
specific  manner,  whether  gold  or  silver,  or  notes  or 
certificates,  or  other  and  what  evidences  of  depo- 
site  or  credit,  all  or  any  of  the  revenue  has  been  - 
collected  or  actually  passed  from  the  hands  of  the 
person  or  persons  from  whom  the  same  was  due, 
to  the  hands  of  the  officer  or  officers  changed  with 
the  immediate  collection  thereof,  since  said  act  has 
been  in  force;  distinguishing,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
how  much  has  been  so  collected  and  paid  in 
each  specific  matter  or  medium  of  pay  men'; 
also,  setting  forth  how,  and  in  what  places 
or  offices,  and  under  what  actual  and  per- 
sonal custody  or  keeping,  all  and  anv  and  each  por- 
tion of  the  revenue,  moneys,  and  assurances,  cr 
evidences  of  debt  or  obligation,  have  been  kept 
during  sslid  time;  and  how,  and  by  what  agencies 
and  aid,  and  what  forms  and  process,  and  on  what 
terms,  conditions,  and  cost  of  exchange  or  transfer, 
and  in  what  specific  matter,  whether  gold  and  silver, 
or  notes  or  certificates,  or  other  and  wbat  evi- 
dences, all,  and  any  portions  thereof,  have  been  in 
said  time  disbursed  and  transferred. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House*- 

1.  A  communication  from  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  adopted  bv  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  30th  of  April, 
1840,  asking  whether  there  was  any  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  in  the  fulfilment  of  a 
contract  entered  into  on  the  39th  day  of  July, 
1834,  by  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
United  8tates  for  building  a  custom-house  in  the 
city  of  New  York. 

9.  The  annual  report  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
in  relation  to  the  contingent  fund. 

3.  A  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, enclosing  statements  showing  the  expendi- 
tures on  account  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  Navy 
Commissioners  from  the  30th  day  of  September, 
1839,  to  the  30:h  day  of  September,  1840,  prepared 
and  transmitted  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  9th  May,  1836. 

All  of  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS,  were 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  folio  wing  message  was  transmitted  to  the 
House  by  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

WASBnraroir,  Dee.  7,  1840. 

Sib:  I  herewith  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  in  relation  to  the  Navy  Pension 
fund,  to  which  the  attention  of  Congress  is  invited* 
and  recommend  an  immediate  appropriation  of 
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$151,353  39  to  meet  the  payment  of  pensions  be- 
coming  due  on  and  lifter  the  1st  of  January,  1841. 
M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Huvtkr, 

Speaker  of  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Hon.  HENRY  M.  BHECKENRIDGE  of 
Pennsylvania,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Riciurd 
Biddle,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BR1GOS, 

The  House  adjourned,  to  meet  again  on  Mon- 
day next. 

IN  SENATE, 
Monday,  December  14, 1840. 

Mr.  ANDERSON,  Mr.  PRESTON,  Mr. 
SOUTHARD,  and  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  appeared  in 
their  places  in  the  Senate  this  morning. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  state- 
ments of  <lhe  expenditures  of  the  contingent  fund 
by  the  officers  of  the  Navy  and  (he  Board  of  Navy 
Commissioners; 

Also>a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
Stale,  transmitting  statements  of  the  expenditures 
of  the  contiogent  fund  of  that  Department; 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  expenditures 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  that  Department; 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  his  accounts 
for  the  first,  second,  and  third  quarters  ef  the  year 
1840; 

which  were   severally     laid    on    the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  CHAIR  also  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
from  the  Ordnance  Bureau,  relative  to  the  claim  of 
Daniel  Pettibone;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  the  petition  ef  Rufus 
and  Chambers  Lane,  owners  of  a  vessel  wrecked 
while  employed  in  the  cod  fishery,  and  asking  that 
a  fishiog  bounty  might  be  allowed  them;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  the  petition 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Peace  Society  of  New  York; 
which,  with  a  memorial  presented  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
several  banking  institutions  of  the  District,  praying 
for  a  renewal  of  their  several  charters; 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Howard  Institution  of 
the  city  of  Washington; 

which  were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  ox  Columbia. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Eliza  Causin,  now  on  file,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims;  the 
petition  and  papers  of  John  Carter  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  the  petition 
and  papers  of  James  Williams  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CALHOUN,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  John  DeTrevilJe,  now  on  file,  were  re- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROANE,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  the  heirs  of  Everard  Meade,  and  the  heirs 
of  Dr.  C.  Griflio,  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolntionary  Claims;  and  the  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  Joel  Parks  and  of  Caiharine  Parks  and  of 
Catharine  White,  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.  praying  the  pas- 
v  sage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Hannah 
F.  Perrine,  widow  of  Dr.  Henry  Perrine;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Hannah  Leffertr,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  the  memorial  of  the 


Mount  Carmel  {and  New  Albany  Railroad  Com- 
pany; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Robert  Arheart;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  gave  notice  that  to- 
morrow he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  Ibills  of 
the  following  titles: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Col.  Francis  Vigo; 

A  bill  to  regulate  the  land  offices  in  the  State  of 
Indiana,  and  for  other  purposes; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Mount  Carmel  and  New 
Albany  Railroad  Company  to  enter  on  a  credit  a 
quantity  of  land,  to  aid  the  company  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  New  Albany,  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  to  Mount  Carmel,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  statements 
showing  the  quantity  of  land  reported  by  the  re- 
gisters and  receivers  of  the  several  land  offices,  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
25th  April,  1828,  to  have  been  unsold  in  their  re- 
spective districts  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  1838, 
after  having  been  offered  at  the  minimum  price  per 
acre,  discriminating  between  the  several  laud  dis- 
tricts; what  proportion  of  the  land  so  unsold  on  that 
day  consisted  of  first  rate  land,  and  what  was  un- 
fit for  cultivation,  according  to  the  repot  ts  of  the 
said  officer?;  what  was  their  estimate  of  the  ave- 
rage value  rer  acre  of  the  raid  unsold  land; 
and  what  part  of  the  said  land  so  remaining 
unsold  on  the  30th  June,  1823,  aforesaid,  has  been 
since  sold,  and  at  what  price,  discriminating  be- 
tween the  amount  sold  in  each  of  the  districts. 
And  the  Secretary  is  further  directed  to  cause  pa- 
rallel columns  to  be  prepared,  exhibiting  in  one 
connected  view  the  quantity  of  land  unsold  on  the 
day  aforesaid  in  each  district,  the  amount  since 
sold,  the  value  as  assessed  or  estimated  by  the  said 
officers,  and  the  prices  at  which  the  lands  hav  e 
since  actually  *old;  and  the  aggregate  value  of  the 
land  as  assessed,  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
sales  made  since  the  30th  Jute,  1828,  in  each  land 
district, 

Mr.  CLAY  also  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  collection,  safekeeping,  transfer,  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,"  ought  to  be 
forthwith  repealed;  and  that  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  that  so  much  of  the  Pre- 
sident's message  as  relates  to  the  finances  of  the 
country  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fa- 
nance. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  hoped  that  the  resolution  might 
be  permitted  to  lie  on  the  table  for  a  day  or  two.  The 
part  of  the  message  referred  to  relates  to  a  subject 
of  high  importance,  and  it  might  be  useful  at  an 
early  period  of  the  session  for  gentlemen  to  express 
their  opinions  on  that  important  subject.  It  was 
his  opinion  that  some  notice  ought  to  be  taken  of  it 
by  those  who  differ  from  the  opinions  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  that  they  should  express  their  opinion  at 
an  early  day;  but  a  few  days  he  desired  for  its  con- 
sideration. Again,  another  document— the  annu- 
al report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury— had 
but  this  morniog  been  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
therefore,  if  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Wright]  would  con- 
sent, he  should  de&ire  that  the  resolution  should  be 
withdrawn,  and  renewed  again  on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  could  not  see  what  necessity  ex- 
isted for  adopting  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  as  the  mere  reference 
of  the  message  to  a  committee  of  this  body  could 
interpose  no  obstacle  to  the  discussion  of  any  and 
every  part  of  it.  He  was  but  pursuing  the  usual 
course;  and  as  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  make 
and  press  the  motion,  he  could  not  consent  to  with- 
draw it.  But  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Senate, 
and  to  the  decision  of  the  Senate  he  should  leave  it, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  then  moved  that  the  motion  be 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next;  which  was  car- 
ried—ayes 90,  noes  19. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  Annual 
port  of  the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury  oa 
finances,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ] 
nance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON,  so  much  of  t 
President's  message  as  relates  to  military  afli 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiai 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  so  much 
the  Presidents  Message  as  relates  to  foreign  affi 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re 
ttons. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FULTON,  so  much  of 
Presidents  message  as  relates  to  the  public 
was  referred   to  the   Committee  on  the  Pul 
Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  so  much  of 
President's  message  as  relates  to  naval  affairs, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NORYRLL,  so  much  of 
Presidents  message  as  relates  to  commerce, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALL,  so  much  of  the 
si  dents  message  as  relates  to  the  judiciary,  was 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEYIER,  so  much  oft 
Presidents  message  as  relates  to  Indian  affairs,  in 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

Agreeably  to  the  notice  given  when  the 
was  last  in  session,  Mr.  BENTON  rose  to 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  establishment 
permanent  prospective  pre-emption  law  in  favor 
settlers  on  the  public  lands,  and  prefaced  his 
tion  for  the  leave  he  was  about  to  ask,  with 
remarks  upon  the  character  of  the  bill  he 
to  introduce,  the  appropriateness  of  the  present 
for  bringing  it  forward,  the  general  utility  of 
pre-emption  system,  and  the  public  expect! 
see  it  now  permanently  established.  lie  said  dri 
the  pre-emption  laws  heretofore  passed  were  Um 
porary  in  their  duration,  and  retrospective  in  thai 
operation:  they  were  only  made  to  include  setUaj 
up  to  a  limited  day,  and  to  remain  in  force  for  4 
limited  period  The  latest  aot  of  this  kind  «q 
passed  on  the  30th  day  of  June  last,  and  only  Ji 
eluded  the  settlers  to  that  day.  The  subsequea 
settlers  received  no  benefit  from  that  acts  IM 
were  now  wi.boot  protection  from  law;  and  it  il 
unjust  and  unequal  to  make  any  distinction  bctwej 
the  settlers  before  and  since  that  day.  All  wefl 
equally  entitled  to  legislative  protection,  and  I 
would  be  all  future  settlers;  aad  instead  of  ezteafl 
ing  this  protection  from  time  to  time,  by 
and  limited  laws,  it  was  just  and  proper  to  pi 
for  all  cases  at  once,  the  future  as  weU  as  the 
istiog  cases,  by  establishiog  a  permanent  pr< 
tive  pre-emption  system,  to  operate  reguiarljr 
uniformly  in  all  time  to  come.  t.j 

This,  said  Mr.  B.  has  always  been  the  object j 
the  friends  of  the  preemption  laws;  they  almrsj 
looked  to  a  permanent  system;  and  considered  fj 
temporary  acts  which  were  passed  as  merely  sag 
ping^stones  and  entering- wedges  to  the  main  objei 
This  has  been  constantly  expressed,  and  sometime 
attempted;  and  the  auspicious  moment  for  a  an 
cessfnl  eflort,  so  long  desired,  seems  now  to  hmv 
arrived.  Ail  parties  are  now  in  favor  of  the  pojjfl 
which  leads  to  the  permanent  pre-emptive  system 
The  summer  of  1840,  and  the  Presidential  camem 
which  has  just  terminated,  has*  produced,  or  den 
loped,  a  unanimity  of  sentiment  on  this  desusM 
point.  The  actual  President  (Mr.  Yen  Barea)  hi 
long  been  in  favor  of  this  policy,  and  has  ae  m 
pressed  himself  in  repeated  messages  to  Conjees 
the  President  elect  (General  Harrison)  is  repreeeej 
ed  to  be  favorable  to  it  also,  and  has  had  the  beat 
fit  of  that  representation  in  the  late  Preside**! 
canvass;  the  Democracy  are  the  known  advoeajl 
of  pre-emptions,  and  fought  them  up,  in  maa?  hat 
contested  actions,  to  victory  and  popularity;  the  1* 
deralists,  long  their  enemy,  have  now  seen  these* 
of  their  ways,  and  have  become  the  foremost  am, 
porters  of  the  policy  they  had  opposed.  The  pa 
man,  and  his  synonyme,  the  log-cabin:  have  beeesj 
the  absorbing  objects,  and  the  burning  thrmoaji 
their  love  and  eloquence.  They  celebrate  them  uai 
forms,  and  wear  the  sign  of  the  cabin  in  every  artfi 
of  dress  and  furniture.  Now  the  cabin,  the  pep 
and  the  pre-emption,  go  together;  aad  he  th 
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kiwi  one,  mast  love  the  other.  The  triple  affec- 
tions go  together;  and  in  these  affections  the  Fede- 
ralists of  1S40  have  shown  themselves  to  he  most 
deeply  immersed.  The  gentlemen  of  this  party 
save  betaken  themselves  to  the  love  of  log  cabins, 
and  all  their  paraphernalia,  with  the  fury  and  in- 
eoDiinence  of  a  sodden  and  romantic  affection. 
They  build  them  with  their  own  hands,  and  piously 
tobcale  them— they  sing,  dance,  drink,  and  speak 
m  them — they  attend  them  day  and  night— they  de- 
corate them  with  appropriate  trappings,  with 
perdu,  eec  a  skins,  buck  horns,  beaver  traps,  and 
whatever  else  denotes  the  real  cabin  of  the  poor 
■an,  and  the  pre-emptioner— they  devote  them- 
wives  to  the  service  of  these  rude  edifices  with  a 
seal  unknown  to  the  degeneracy  of  modern  times, 
like  fygmalion,  they  become  madly  enamored  of 
the  work  of  their  own  hands,  and  deliver  op  their 
fives  to  the  enjoyment  of  its  contemplation. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  would  be  inexcusable  in  the  friends 
of  the  pre-emption  system  not  to  take  ad  vantage  of 
this  favorable  conjunction  of  parties  and  circum- 
stances, to  press  the  interests  of  the  real  inhabi- 
ants  of  the  log  cabins — the  frontier  men  of  the 
aew  8mtes  and  Territories — whose  enterprise  lays 
open  the  wilderness,  whose  courage  protects  tbe  in- 
fant settlements,  and  whose  labor  reflects  value  up- 
on the  national  domain.  This  is  the  man  whose 
toil  demands  our  protection.  He  builds  a  cabin, 
sot  in  the  city,  but  in  the  woods;  not  with  music 
and  feasting,  and  crowded  help,  but  solitary  and 
alone,  and  with  privation  of  every  thing  which 
eoald  give  joy  to  the  task.  He  proceeds  upon 
hope1 — upon  the  hope  that  the  rude  tenement  which 
at  builds  may  be  his  own!  that  the  secluded  spot 
which  be  has  selected  may  become  his !  that  no 
heartless  speculator  may  come  to  rob  him  of  both ! 
la  a  word,  he  hopes  that  a  pre-emption  law  may  be 
Batted!  Now,  said  Mr.  B.  let  us  help  this  lonely 
tad  meritorious  man:  let  us  help  him  to  build  his 
lag  cabin:  let  us  give  evurage  to  his  heart,  strength 
is  his  arm,  aad  comfort  to  his  spirit,  by  securing  to 
inn  the  pre-emptive  right  to  the  soil  on  which  he 


builds. 


pre-emptive  right  w  ^  WM  VM  WU1VU  w 
k  ieall  he  asks;  and  while  our  great  cities 
this  metropolis,  and  all  the  capitals  and 

«ial  emporiums  of  all  the  States— stiil  retain 

the  evidences  of  Federal  love  for  log  cabins-,  while 
these  ereetioBe,  so  lately  put  up,  still  retain  their 
"~1  position  in  public  squares,  and  on  mag- 
streets,  side  by  side  with  the  splendid  man- 
waieh  no  longer  disdains  iu  humble  compa- 
nion: while  all  this  still  exists,  and  still  salutes  our 
eyes,  aad  while  the  proud  architects  of  these  city 
cabins  are  still  here,  on  this  floor,  to  legislate 
among  us,  let  us  extend  our  regard  to  the  cabin  iu 
tie  moods,  aad  grant  to  its  inhabitant  the  only  fa- 
vorwhkh  he  solicits—that  oT  protection  from  the 

r,  in  the  bouse  which  he  has  built,  in  the 

which  be  has  cleared,  and  in  the  soil  which  he 
euJtivates. 
fir.  B.  then^offered  his  bill,  which  was  read  as 

lilt  ■!■■■■ 


A  BILL  ID  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic laada,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  tbe 
tame,  and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon. 
BeiCeftecfeds*  the  Senate  and  Horn*  of  Repre- 
**UXvtt  eftki  United  Suits  of  America  in  Congrett 
eaameW,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  every  head  of  a  family,  every  widow,  and 


ae,  extinguished,  whether  the  same  be  surveyed  or 
let,  or  who  may  have  settled  on  such  land  since 

**  *?*  _a/  0f  JuDf ' 1840'  and  who  sha11  rabbit 
ami-  iajpieve  the  same,  and  raise  a  log  cabin 
Suaeae,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pie-emptioh  in  (he 
auaebate  cf  one  quarter  section,  to  be  paid  for  at 
'  wnwhument  price  of  such  land  at  the  time  of 
■Mac  for  the  same. 

Tr***'*"'  ***  **  u  ft***"  enmcUd\  That  where  the 
*■#* Md  the  settlement  shall  be  on  differ- 

P alter  sections,  the  settler  shall  make  choice 
•aarter  he  will  take,  provided  it  can  be  done 
Rprcjudiee  to  the  rights  of  others. 
|S.  And bt it  further  enmcted,  That  where  the 
W  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  cannot  be 
eff  in  one  entire  quarter  section,  the  deficien- 


cy may  be  made  up  out  of  any  contiguous  vacant 
ground. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  the 
execution  of  this  act,  and  in  making  up  the  quanti- 
ty of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  where  the  same 
cannot  be  had  entire,  the  entries  may  be  made  in 
tracts  of  eighty  acres,  or  forty  acres,  or  in  fractions; 
and  where  the  fraction  shall  be  more  than  the 
quantity  required  to  complete  the  pre-emption,  the 
excess  shall  be  paid  for,  and  the  pre-emptive  right 
shall  extend  to  the  whole  fraction. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  farther  enacted,  That  where  two 
or  more  persons  shall  have  settled  on  the  same 
quarter  section,  the  same  shall  be  divided  between 
them,  and  the  deficiency  made  up  to  each  out  of 
contiguous  vacant  ground:  but  no  wilful  intruder 
on  the  known  rights  of  another  shall  be  entitled  to 
any  benefit  under  this  section. 

Sxc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  All  legal  re- 
servations of  public  lands  for  any  purpose  what- 
ever shall  be  exempted  from  the  operation  of  this 
act,  so  that  no  right  of  pre-emption  shall  accrue  on 
any  such  reserves. 

Sic  7.  And  be  it  further  enmcted,  That  all  ques- 
tions in  relation  to  pre-emption  claims,  or  between 
claimants  te  the  same  quarter  section,  shall  be  set- 
tled summarily  and  definitively  by  the  Register  and 
Receiver  of  the  district,  under  the  instructions  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
The  bill  having  been  read, 
Mr.  BENTON  said  as  the  session  was  a  short 
one  and  did  not  afford  time  for  the  courtesy  usually 
extended  upon  the  introduction  of  bills,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  waived  in  the  present  instance,  and  that 
each  Senator  would  vote  upon  tbe  qoesion  of  its 
second  reading  in  accordance  with  bis  opinion  of 
the  merits  of  the  biT;  and  be  would  ask  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  ordering  it  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  wished  to  look  into  the  bill  be. 
fore  he  was  called  upon  to  vote  either  for  or  agains 
it,  and  hoped  that  tbe  Senator  from  Missouri 
would  permit  it  to  be  postponed  until  to-morrow  and 
printed;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  printed 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  agreeably  to  notice,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel  White; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Waller:  * 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Barnes; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bbenezer  Swan;  and 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joab  Seely; 
which  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  P.  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  esta- 
blish a  Board  of  Commissioners  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine claims  against  the  United  States^  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce 

A  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Michigan  a  quan- 
tity or  land  to  aid  said  State  in  the  construction  of 
a  canal  around  the  Falls  of  Ste  Maria;  and 

A  bill  to  create  an  additional  land  office  in  the 
State  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  to  authorize  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  procure  steam-vessels  for  the  revenue  service; 
and 

A  bill  authorizing  the  erection  of  certain  light- 
houses and  light-boats,  and  the  establishment  of 
certain  buoys  and  beacon-lights; 
which  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce;  and 

A  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  to  abolish  impri- 
sonment for  debt  in  certain  casts;  which  was  .read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  agreeably  to  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
bills: 

A  bill  providing  for  the  reduction  and  graduation 
of  the  price  of  tbe  public  lands; 

A  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the 
two  per  cent,  fund  reserved  by  the  act  far  her  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  to  bs  applied  to  the  ranking 
of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  said  State; 

A  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  district  in 
the  State  of  Alabama 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Jones; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lie  lands,  who  were  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the 
act  granting  preemption  rights,  which  was  approved 
on  the  19th  of  June,  1834; 

A  bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  the  inhabitants  of 
townships  deprived  of  the  16th  section  by  Indian 
reservations; 

A  bill  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  a  certain  reservation  in  the 
State  of  Alabama; 

which  were  severally  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CLAY  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an 
act  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  adjust 
the  claims  to  reservations  of  land  under  the  14th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1830  with  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians; which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Avery,  Saltmarah  and  Company; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  FULTON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing bills: 

A  bill  in  relation  to  donations  of  land  to  certain* 
persons  in  the  State  of  Arkansas; 

A  bill  to  quiet  the  titles  of  certain  land  claimants 
in  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  for 
other  purposes; 

A  bill  to  settle  the  title  to  certain  tracts  of  land 
in  the  Slate  of  Arkansas; 

A  bill  to  authorize  tbe  inhabitants  of  township 
eight  north,  range  thirty-two  west,  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  to  enter  a  section  of  land  in  lieu  of  the 
sixteenth  section  in  said  township,  upon  condition 
that  the  same  is  surrendered  to  the  United  States 
for  military  purposes; 

A  bill  authorizing  the  inhabitants  of  fractional 
township  ten  south,  of  range  one  ea$t,  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  to  enter  one  ha'f  section  of  land  for 
school  purposes; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Smith  of  Ar- 
kansas; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence  of 
a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  tbe  Choctaw 
Indians; 

which  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  tbe  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  F.  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  allowing 
drawback  upon  foreign  merchandise  exported  in 
the  original  packages  to  Chihuahua  and  Sante  Fe, 
in  Mexico;  which  was  read  twic*,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Alto,  a  bi'l  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Paschal; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims. 

Mr.  PORTER,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment 
of  titles  to  land  in  the  town  of  Detroit  and  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  transfer  fo  the  State  of  Maryland  of 
the  stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  stand- 
ing in  the  name  of  the  United  Slates,  upon  certain 
conditions;  whjch  was  read  twice,  and  .referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  WALL,  tbe  papers  in  the  cases 
of  Thomas  Haskits  and  Ralph  Haskins,  of  Thomas 
L.  Winthrop,  and  of  William  B.  Rathbone,  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NORVELL,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  P.  Ord  were  withdrawn  from  the  files  of 
the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  YOUNG,  the  memorials  of 
the  inhabitants  of  townships  44  and  46  N.  range 
1  E.  of  the  principal  meridian  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  Polish  exiles,  be 
taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred  te 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Missouri,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  mail 
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route  from  Jefferson  city  to  the  county  seat  of  Ben* 
ton  in  said  State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Peter  H.  Gaeen,  now  on  file,  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  PIERCE  gave  notice  that  totnorow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  equali- 
zation of  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  staff  and  line 
of  the  army- 
Mr.  TAPPAN  gave  notice  that  tomorrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  limit  the 
tenure  of  office  of  the  judges  of  the  Federal  courts 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  John  De  Treville. 

Mr.  DAVIS  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  laws  as  to  mitigate  or  wholly  abolish 
the  imprisonment  of  witnesses  in  criminal  cases. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  submitted  (be  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  if  not 
incompatible  with  the  public  Interests,  any  corre- 
spondence which  may  have  taken  place  between 
this  Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain,  relative 
to  the  Northeastern  boundary,  not  heretofore  com- 
municated to  the  Senate.  Also,  on  like  condition, 
any  correspondence  had  with  the  Governor  of 
Maine  on  the  same  subject,  not  heretofore  commu- 
nicated. 

Mr.  YOUNG  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  severally  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  abandonment  of  Rock 
Island,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  as  a  military  post. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of.  esta- 
blishing a  marine  hospital,  for  the  accommodation 
of  sick  and  disabled  boatmen  and  indigent  passen- 
gers navigating  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  at 
the  city  of  Cairo,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  esta- 
blishing ports  of  entry  and  delivery,  or  ports  of  de- 
livery, at  the  cities  of  Cairo,  Alton,  and  Chicago, 
in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing an  extension  of  credit  to  the  State  of  Illinois 
on  duty  bonds  already  given,  or  hereafter  to  be  exe- 
cuted, on  the  importation  of  railroad  iron  into  that 
State. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
specific  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Rock  river  and  Des  Moines  Rapides  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  so  as  to  make  said  river  navigable  for 
steamboats  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  when  the  na- 
vigation is  not  obstructed  by  ice. 

ELECTION  OP  CHAPLAIN. 
*  The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
Chaplain,  and  the  ballots  having  Jeeen  counted, 
the  PRESIDENT  announced  the  following  as  the 
result: 

Whole  number  of  ballots  39 

'  For  Rev.  Mr.  Cook  man,  25 

Rev.  Mr.  Thornton,  10 

Rev,  Mr.  Shaw,  4 

So  Mr.  Cookman  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monday,  December  14,  1840. 
The  journal  being  read— 
The  names  of  the  following  gentlemen,  appointed 
by  the  Spcakbr  to  constitute  the  several  Standing 
Committees  of  the  House,  were  announced: 
COMMITTEE  OF  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  Rives,  Mr.  Botts, 
Fillmore,  Randall, 

MedUl,  P.  P.  Thomas,  of  Md. 

Brown  of  Tenm.  Rariden. 

Smith  of  Conn. 


COMMITTEE  OF  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Jones  of  Va.  Mr.  Cooper  of  Geo. 

Evans,  Mason  of  Ohio, 

Vanderpoel,  Sahonstall, 

Connor,  Hubbard. 
Atherton, 

COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  Gentry, 
Dawson,  HillofN.C. 

Banks,  Galbraitb, 

Giddings,  Mallory. 

Williams  of  N.  H. 

COMMITTEE  ON  COMMERCE. 

Mr.  Curtis,  Mr.  Parris, 
Hillen,  Botts, 

Burke,  Miller, 

Toiand,  Winthfop. 

Habersham, 

COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
Mr.  Morrow,  Mr.  Garland, 

Lincoln,  Thompson  of  Miss. 

Crary,  Casey, 

White  of  Ky.  Chapman. 

Fisher, 

COMMITTEE  ON  POST  OFFICE  AND  POST  ROADS. 

Mr.  McKay,  Mr.  Jos.  L.  Williams, 

Hopkins,  A.  G.  Brown, 

Briggs,  Reynolds, 

Marvin,  Thompson  of  Ky. 
Leadbetter, 

COMMITTEE  FOR  TUE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Mr.  Graham, 
C.  H.  Williamr,  Cranston, 

Beirne,  Hawkins, 

Clark,  McCarty. 

Davee, 

COMMllTEE  ON  THE  JUDICIARY: 

Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Stanly, 

Hoffman,  S.  H.  Butler, 

Turney,  Trumbull, 

Samuel?,  Starkweather. 

Barnard, 

COMMITTEE  ON  REVOLUTIONARY  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Ely, 

Hall,  Swearingen, 

Taliaferro,  Jamrs, 

Parmenter,  -    Nathaniel  Jenef. 
Montgomery, 

COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  EXPENDITURES. 
Mr.  Bond,  Mr.  Greene, 

Duncan,  McClure, 

Crockett,  Baker, 

Watterson,  Breckenridge. 

McCulloch, 

COMMITTEE  ON  PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Cross, 
Delict,  Warren, 

Wick,  Vroom, 

Wm.  S.  Hastings,  Boardman. 

Jameson, 

COMMITTEE  ON  MANUFACTURES. 
Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Dromgoole, 

Nisbet,  Mitchell, 

Slade,  Eastman, 

Tillinghasr,  John  Davis  of  Penn. 

Worthington, 

COMMITTEE  ON  AGRICULTURE. 

Mr.  Deberry,  Mr.  Shaw, 
McClellan,  Doig, 

Smith  of  Vermont,  Hook, 

Hammond,  Ridgway. 

COMMITTEE  ON  INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Hunt, 

Lewis  Williams,  J.  W.  Davis  of  la. 

Alford,  -  Parrish, 

Cbinn,  Ryall. 

Lucas, 

COMMITTEE  ON  MILITARY  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson,  jr.  Mr.  Monroe, 

Miller,  Sumter, 

Coles,  Goggin, 

Kemble,  W.  O.  Butler. 

J.  W.  Allen, 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Keim,  Mr.  Rogers  of  N.  Y. 

Carter,  TWpJeU, 

Griffin,  Wagner  of  N.  H. 

WagenerofPa.  Jackson. 

Goode, 


COMMITTEE  Ofy  ft*  VAL  AFFAUU& 

Mr.  Francis  Thomas,  Mr.  Shepard, 
Reed,  Naylor, 

Grinnell,  Dickerson, 

Anderson,  Montanya. 

Profit, 

COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Pickens,  Mr.  Everett, 
Cashing,  Clifford, 

Dromgoole,  Lett, 

Granger,  Fine. 

Hawes, 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  TERRITORIES 

Mr.  Pope.  Mr.  Garret  Davis  of  Ky. 

Jenifer,  Cooper  of  Pa. 

Campbell  of  Tenn.  Morgan, 

Stuart,  Dana. 

Brewster, 
COMMITTEE  ON  REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  Taliaferro,  Mr.  Brockway, 

Carr,  Taylor, 

Andrews,  Hand, 

Steenrod,  Peck. 

Edw'dDaviesof  Pa. 

COMMITTEE  ON  INVALID  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  S.  Williams  of  Ky.  Mr.  S.  W.  Morris  of  Pa. 
Morris  of  Ohio,  Palen, 

Chittenden,  Sweuey, 

Doan,  Edwards. 

Strong, 

COMMITTEE  ON  ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

Mr.  Ogle,  Mr.  Blackwell, 
Carroll,  Underwood, 

Hill  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  Afjuac, 

Smith  of  Virginia,  Crabb. 

Rayner, 

COMMITTED  ON  PATENTS. 

Mr.  Fletcher,  Mr.  Newhard, 

Beatty,  •  Paynter. 

Prentiss, 
ON  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Petrikin,  Mr.  Hastirsjs  of  Ohio, 

Leonard,  0*born*. 

Keim, 
ON  REVISAL  AND  UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  Peck,  Mr.  KUie, 

Parrish,  Cooper  of  N.J. 

James, 

COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNT*. 
Mr.  Jos.  Johnson  of  Va.  Mr.  Floyd, 
C.  Johnston  of  N.  Y.       Andrews. 
Marchand, 

COMMITTEE  ON  MILEAGE. 
Mr.  Williams  of  Cu       Mr.  Henry, 
Williams  of  Mass.  Kempshall. 

J.  Allen  of  N.  Y.       , 

COMMITTEE  ON  EPPENDITURES  IN  THE  DEPART- 
MENT OF  STATE. 

Mr.  Uunderwood,  Mr.  Lowell, 

Bynnm,  Trumbull, 

Crabb, 

COMMITTEE  ON  EXPENDITURES  IN  THE  TREASURY 
DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Evans,  Mr.  Warren, 

Atherton,  .  Jones  of  N.  Y. 

Osborne, 

ON  EXPENDITURES  IN  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

M..  Doe,  Mr.  Holmes, 

Chapman,  Cooper  of  Pa. 

Wagnerof  N.  Y. 

ON  EXPENDITURES  IN  THE  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 
Mr.  Saitonatall,  Mr.  Green, 

Vanderpoel,  Gerry. 

Simonton, 

ON  EXPENDITURES  IN  POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT, 

Mr.  Marvin,  Mr.  Davis  of  £y.     ,  .      . 

Boyd,  Lane. 

Lowell, 
ON  EXPENDITURES  ON  TUE  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 
Mr.  Stanly,  Mr.  Henry, 

Fornanee,  Earle. 

Gates, 
The  SPEAKER  also  announced  the  following 
Select  Committee?,  under  resolutions  adopted  oi 
Thursday  last: 

ON  THE  TOBACCO  TRADE. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Grinnell, 
Coles,  Triplett, 

Sergeant,  Parrish, 

Dawson,  Miller. 

Carroll, 
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Mr.  Admins,  Mr.  Med  ill, 

McKay,  Dennis. 

Barnard, 

Mr.  WINTHROP  of  Massachusetts  slated  that, 
or  examining  the  lfot  of  yeas  and  nays  on  the  voie 
taken,  last  week,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stanly  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Atbultoh,  for  the  printing  of  the  usual  number  of 
copies  of  the  Presidents  Annual  Message  had  been 
adopted,  he  discovered  that  hi;  name  was  omitted. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  L.  WILLIAMS  stated  that  he  sis  > 
was  present,  and  voted  in  the  affirmative,  when  the 
question  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  taken,  but 
his  name  was  not  recorded. 

Whereupon, 

Mr.  WINTHROP  moved  that  the  yeas  given  by 
Mr.  J.  L.  Williams  and  himself,  on  Thursday  last, 
on  the  qnestion  of  reconsidering  the  vote  for  print- 
ing certain  extra  copies  of  the  President's  Message, 
be  now  entered  upon  the  journal,  it  appearing  that 
the  same  was  omitted  at  the  time. 

Mr.  PETRI  KIN  was  inclined  to  question  the  pro- 
priety of  permitting  members  to  have  their  votes  in- 
serted on  the  journal  at  fo  lone  a  lime  after  the  de- 
cision had  been  announced.  He  thought  members 
ought  to  remain  in  their  places,  and  listen  whether 
their  names  had  been  omitted  or  not,  so  as  to  have 
the  error  rectified  at  the  time. 

After  some  debate  on  the  propriety  of  permitting 
the  votes  to  be  recorded,  in  which  Messrs.  STAN- 
LY, TILLWGHAST,  WISE,  LEWIS  WIL- 
LIAMS, and  CTJSHING,  participated,  the  motion 
to  insert  was  agreed  to  by  the  fallowing  vote:  yeas 
900,  nays  3. 

The  SPEAKER  then  stated  that  the  addition  just 
made  of  two  votes  in  the  affirmative,  would  reverse 
the  deefrfrn  of  Wednesday  last,  by  which  the  me- 
iron  of  Mr.  Stanly  to  reconsider  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  Athwt.ii,  was  rejected.  That  resolution 
was,  therefore,  reconsidered,  and  its  merits  conse- 
quently open  to  debate.  • 

Mr.  STANLY  th-n  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution by  inserting  15,000  of  the  President^  mes- 
sage without,  and  5,000  with,  the  accompanying 
document'. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  inquired  whether  the  order  to 
print  had  been  executed. 

The  SPEAKER  replird  that  it  hr.d  not. 

Mr.  TlLLlNGlfAST,  by  way  of  compromise, 
moved  farther  to  amend  by  substituting  5,000  of 
the  message  with,  and  5,000  without,  the  accompa- 
nying documents. 

The  question  wasihen  tAken  on  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  being  then  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Stanlt, 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  satotiintkg  10,000  with,  and  5,000  without,  the 
documents. 

Mr.  BEATTY  thereupon  called  for  in-  yeas  and 
nay*, which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taker*,  were 
—yeas  110,  nays  9C,  as  follows: 

TTRaS— Messsr^.  Judson  Allen.  Anderson, A ther- 
ein, Banks,  Barnard,  Bcatty,  Beirne,  Biackwel', 
Boyd,  Breckenridxe,  Briggs,  Albert  G.  Brown, 
Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,,  William  O.  Bailer, 
Calhoun,  Carr,  Carroll,  Clifford,  Cole/,  Conno^ 
Wfiliam  R.  Cooper,  Craig,  Cranston,  Crary,  Crock- 
ett, Cross,  Dana,  Davet,  Denni?,  Dicber&on,  Dt  an, 
Doe,  Doig,  Duncan,  Earl.  Eastman,  Ely,  Everett, 
Fine,  Fisher,  Fletcher,  Fornance,  Galbraith,  Gar- 
land, Gerry,  Hammond,  Hand,  John  Hasings, 
Hawkins,  Hill  of  Yirgiaia,  Hill  of  North  Caroli- 
na, HiL'en,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  Jame-,  Jameson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jone*,  Keim,  Kemp- 
shall,  Kitte,  Lane,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lowell,  Lucas, 
McCarty,  McCbllan,  McClure,  McColloch,  Mar- 
ehand,  Medill,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Montanya,  Mont* 
fomery,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Ogle,  Parmenter,  Par- 


ris,  Paynt^r,  Pope,  Prentiss,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Ridg- 
way,  Edward  Rogers,  Ryall,  Salionstaii,  Samuels, 
Sbaw,  Slade,  John  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Strong, 
Stuart,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tilliaghast,  To  land,  Un- 
derwood, Yrocm,  David  D.  Wegener,  Peter  J. 
Waener,  Watterson,  Welier,  Wick,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  Henry  Williams,  and  Woxthington — 
110. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams.  Alford,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Andrews,  Baker,  Beil,  Board  man,  Botts,Brews- 
ter,  Brock  way,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Cancy, 
Chapman,  Chinn,  Chittenden',  Clark,  Mark  A. 
Cooper*  Crabb,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Edward  Da  vies, 
John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Garret  Davis,  Daw- 
son, Dellet,  Edwards,  Evans,  Fillmore,  Floyd, 
Gates,  Gentry,  Giddiogs,  Goggin,  Goode,  Graham, 
Grantor,  Green,  Habersham,  Hall,  William  8. 
Hastings,  Hawcs,  Henry,  George  W.  Hopkins, 
Hunt,  Jenifer,  Charles  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnson, 
William  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Leadbetter, 
Lincoln,  McKiy,  Mall  or  y,  Marvin,,  Mason,  Mon- 
roe, Morgan,  Calvary  Morris,  Ne«bard,  Osborne, 
Palen,  Parrish,  Peck,  Petrikio,  Pickens,  Promt, 
Randall,  Randolph,  Rariden,  Raynet,  Rives,  Rus- 
sell, Shepard,  Simonton,-  Truman  Smith,  Stanly, 
Starkweather,  Sampler,  Swearineen,  S  weney,  Tali- 
aferro, Philip  F.  Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Triplett,  Turnev,  Warren, 
John  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams, Winthrop,  and  Wise— 96. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Stanly  as  amended,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

And  the  question  then  being  on  the  adaption  of 
the  resolution  as  amended,  it  was  agreed  to  without 
a  coun'. 

So  ten  thousand  copies  of  the  President's  mes- 
sage with,  and  five  thousand  copies  without,  the 
accompanying  documents,  were  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

DEATII  OF  MR.  ANDERSON  OF  KENTUCKY. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Kentucky  rose  and  an- 
nounced to  the  House  that  Simeon  H.  ANDinsoN,hts 
predecessor  in  this  Congress  from  the  Fifth  Disrict 
in  Kentucky,  had  departed  this  life,  at  his  residence 
in  Garrard  county,  since  the  last  session.  Mr.  T. 
remarked  that  his  death  was  a  public  calamity,  be- 
cause the  country,  in  the  morning  of  his  life,  and 
as  his  career  of  usefulness  upon  a  new  theatre  bad 
just  commenced,  had  been  deprived  of  one  of 
her  most  promising  sons.  In  the  councils  of  his 
native  State,  he  had  rendered  services  to  that 
State,  and  achieved  for  himself  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion-, without  opposition,  and  by  the  undivided  suf- 
frage of  his  district,  he  had  been  returned  a  member 
for  this  Congress.  His  bearing  as  a  gentleman  was  a 
true  evidence  of  the  moral  worth  and  integrity  of 
purpose  that  characterized  the  man.  His  brief  ser- 
vices here  had  not  fully  manifested  to  this  body  tbe 
rich  attainments  and  high  order  of  intellect  that, 
combined  with  his  private  virtue,  had  secured  to 
him  net  only  public  confidence  at  home,  but  also 
that  respect  and  attachment  which  all  the  belter 
sympathies  of  social  life  ever  accord  to  merit  and 
worth.  The  bar  of  which  he  was  a  member  and 
an  ornament,  in  his  native  State,  regret  his  untimely 
death;  his  district  feels  the  loss.  Allied  with  the  best 
blood  of  the  State,  he  has  left  a  young  family  to 
mourn  the  sad  bereavement  of  a  kind  parent  and 
an  affectionate  husband.  Mr.  T.  presented  the 
following  resolutions  as  a  token  of  condolence  to 
that  family,  and  as  the  last  kind  office  and  tribute 
of  respect  we  can  pay  to  the  memory  of  one  who 
yet  lives  in  the  cherished  remembrances  and  affec- 


tions of  his  friends,  his  relative*,  and  of  the 
State  of  which  he  was  a  favorite  child,  and  on 
whom  she  r.-sted  high  and  proud  liopes  of  future 
usefulness  and  eminence.  There  is  allotted  to  but 
few  a  better  and  brighter  fortune  than  seemed  to 
await  him.  Tbe  eentiment  that  Mihey  whom  the 
gods  love  die  young"  was  a  tender  delusion  of 
heathen  superstition,  in  this  instance,  he  trusted, 
but  exemplified  and  adopted  by  a  wise  and  myste- 
rious dispensation  of  the  Christian's  Providence. 
Tue  malediction,  <(May  you  die  from  home/'  was 
an  imprecation  he  had  no  enemy  malevolent 
enough  to  utter,  and  he  now  reposes  as  he  lived 
and  died,  surrounded  by  his  household  and  friends. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  with  deep  regret  have 
heard  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  Simeon  H. 
Anderson,  of  Kentucky,  late  a  member  of  this  Con- 
gress. 

Resolced,  That  to  testify  their  regard  for  the  de- 
ceased, and  as  an  evidence  of  tbe  sympathy  they 
feel,  and  hereby  tender  to  his  surviving  relatives, 
they  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  As  a  further  testimony  of  respect  for 
the  deceased,  that  when  this  House  adjourn  to-day, 
it  adjourn  to  tomorrow. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  RAMSEY,  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Mr.  LEET  then  rose,  and  addreced  the  House 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  In  accordance  with  a  practice 
which  has  been  sanctioned  by  long  usage,  I  rise  to 
discharge  a  painful  doty;  in  doing  which  I  feel  sure 
the  He  use  will  sympathize  with  me.  I  rise,  sir,  to 
announce  the  death  of  William  Stebrett  Ram- 
set,  who  was  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania delegation,  and  represented  the  Cumber* 
land  district.  He  died  suddenly  in  October  last,  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  somewhat  remote  from  the 
bosom  of  his  near  relatives,  but  where,  however, 
there  were  not  wanting  friends  to  show  appropriate 
marks  of  respect  to  his  memory.  His  death  was 
not  less  sudden  than  melancholy.  From  early  in- 
fancy he  was  afflicted  with  feeble  health,  and  a 
week  constitution. 

Having  been  called  by  the  people  of  his  dis- 
trict to  serve  them  in  the  National  .Legislature  of 
his  native  country,  and  desirous  to  execute  the 
trust  reposed  in  him,  he  S* roggled  through  the  last 
unusually  arduous  and  exciting  s&sion,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  in  a  manner  alike  honorable 
to  himself,  gratifying  to  his  friends,  and  satisfac- 
tory to  his  constituents.  At  the  close  of  tbe  session, 
he  found  his  constitution  rapidly  yielding  to  the 
ravages  of  a  confirmed  consumption;  and  during 
the  recess  of  Congress,  in  the  youth  of  his  days, 
win  the  fairest  earthly  prospects  before  him,  (could 
he  have  lived  to  realize  them.)  and  at  a  time  when 
one  would  think  he  might  be  buoyant  with 
hope,  he  sunk  a  victim  to  gloomy  melancholy, 
leaving  numerous  devoted  friends  to  lament  his  * 
premature  and  deplorable  death.  I  have  never 
been  able  to  feel  fully  tbe  propriety  of  panegyric 
on  occasion*  like  this— it  excites  little  or  no  in- 
terest where  the  subject  of  it  is  unknown,  and  can- 
not reach  his  ear,  nor  enhance  his  character  in  the 
esteem  of  those  who  knew  his  goodness,  his  talents, 
and  his  virtues.  I  may  be  indulged,  however,  in 
simply  saying,  that  Mr.  Rimsey,  as  a  man,  was  like-  . 
ral  and  kind;  and,  as  a  friend,  was  true  and  faithful: 
he  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  an  accomplished 


18 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBfi. 


i^T*^. 


education  received  in  this  coon  try,  and  he  visited 
some  of  the  most  famous  places  in  Europe 
in  the  anxious  pursuit  of  knowledge,  and  for 
the  improvement  of  his  health.  Some  time  after  his 
feturn  from  Europe,  he  was  in  1838  elected  to  the 
3$ih  Congres*,  and  in  1840  was  again  returned  by  a 
generous  and  enlightened  constituency  to  the  27th 
Congress.  Bat,  alas !  he  is  now  no  more — be  died 
a  high  minded  and  honorable  man. 

Without  making  farther  remarks,  I  ask  the 
House  to  pay  the  customary  tribute  cf  respect  to 
the  memory  of  a  deceased  member,  by  adopting  the 
resolutions  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  now  send 
to!  the  Chair. 

Sudvtd,  That  the  members  of  this  House  will 
testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  William 
SnaRurr  Ramsey,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

Rmhtd,  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  above  resolutions  were  then  adopted, 

And  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  12 
o'clock. 


IN  SENATE, 
Tuesday,  December  15, 1840. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  a 
communication  from  P.  R.  Hassler,  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  coast  survey  and  the  construction  of 
weights  and  measures,  showing  the  progress  mate 
therein ;  which  was  laid  on  ihe  table. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, in  compliance  with  the  act  for  (he  relief  of  insol- 
vent debtors;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the.  petition  of  Wal- 
ter Loomis  and  Abel  Gay;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  General  Joseph  M.  Hernan- 
dez; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Gad  Humphreys;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Philip. Weaddeman;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Malachi  Hagan,  which  was 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  tbe  heirs  of  John  J.  Bulow, 
deceased;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  also  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  considered  and  agr<ed  to: 

Betohet,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  Jchn  McNeil  for  wounds  received 
during  the  last  war. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
William  W.  Chew,  Secretary  of  Legation  at  St. 
Petersburg;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  presented  the  petition  of  Cle- 
ments, Bryan  and  Company;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  De 
Forest  Manice;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Howe;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  the  memorial  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  of  Arkansas,  praying  for 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  in  the  counties  of 
MntUNfe,  Francis,  and  Jackson;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  ROANE  presented  the  petition  of  the  Editor 
of  the  Farmer1*  Register,  praying  for  the  reduction 
of  postage  on  periodicals;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Pest  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  petition  of 
citizens  of  Madison  county,  Alabama,  praying  for 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  route;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
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rokee county,  Alabama;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Publ  c  Lands. 

Mr.  C.  also  gave  notice  that,  on  to-morrow,  he 
would  ask  leave  lo  introduce  a  bill  for  the  rel.ef  of 
the  Selma  and  Tennessee  Railroad  Company. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FULTON,  so  much  of  the 
President's  annual  message  as  relates  to  the  Post 
Office  and  poet  roads  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  petitions  of 
Thankful  Reynolds,  of  the  widow  of  John  Vance, 
of  Huldati  Tucker,  of  Samuel  Collins,  of  Lucy 
Eaton,  widow  of  John  Bennett,  of  John  R.  Mid- 
winter, and  of  Joseph  Bassett,  now  on  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALL,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pars  of  Francis  A.  Dickins,  now  on  file,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Commute  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  the  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  counties  of  Lake,  Henry,  and  Boone, 
for  a  mail  route;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  Henry  Eckford;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Paschal;  and 

Tne  bill  to  establish  a  Board  of  Commissioners 
to  hear  and  determine  claims  against  the  United 
States; 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  lands,  to  which  was  referred 

A  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Michigan  a  quan- 
tity of  land  to  aid  said  Siate  in  the  construction  of 
a  canal  around  the  Falls  of  Ste  Marie;  end 

A  bill  to  create  an  additional  land  office  in  the 
State  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes; 
reported  the  sime  without  amendment. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  to  which  were  referred 

A  bill  to  relinqish  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the 
two  per  cent,  fund  reserved  by  the  act  for  ber  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  to  be  applied  to  the  making 
of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  said  State; 

A  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  district  in 
the  State  of  Alabama; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Jones; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  who  were  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the 
act  granting  pre-empt  in  rights,  which  was  ap- 
proved o:i  the  19  h  ot  June,  1834; 

A  bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  the  inhabitants  of 
townships  deprived  of  the  16th  section  by  Indian 
reservation*;  and  J 

A  bill  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest  of 
the  United  States  lo  a  certain  reservation  in  the 
State  of  Alabama; 
severally  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lie  Lands,  to  which  were  referred 

A  bill  in  relation  to  donations  of  land  to  certain 
persons  in  the  State  of  Arkansas; 

A  bill  to  quiet  the  titles  of  certain  land  claimants 
in  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  for 
other  purposes; 

A  bill  to  settle  the  title  to  certain  tracts  of  land 
in  the  State  of  Arkansas; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  township 
eight  north,  range  thirty-two  west,  in  tbe  State  of 
Arkansas,  to  enter  a  section  of  land  in  lien  of  the 
sixteenth  section  in  said  township,  upon  condition 
that  the  same  is  surrendered  to  the  United  States 
for  military  purposes; 

A  bill  authorizing  the  inhabitants  of  fractional 
township  ten  south,  of  range  one  east,  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  to  enter  one  half  section  of  land  for 
school  purposes; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Smith  of  Ar- 
kansas; and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence 
of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  th» 
Choctaw  Indians; 
severally  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  SEVIER  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bemamfn  Murphy; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  T.  Banks; 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  removal  of 
the  raft  in  Red  River; 

A  bill  to  authorise  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale 
of  Arkansas  lo  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropria- 
ted for  the  use  of  school?  in  that  State;  and 

A  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  ena- 
ble claimants  to  lands  within  tbe  limits  of  Missouri 
and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to  institute  proceed- 
ings to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,"  approved 
the  26  h  of  May,  1824,  and  an  act  amending  the 
same,  and  extending  the  provisions  of  said  act  to 
claimants  to  lands  within  the  States  of  Louisiana 
and  Missifsippi. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  in  pursuance  of  pre- 
vious notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Walker,  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Colin  Bishop; 

which  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Roads. 

Mr.  C.  also,  on  leave',  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jubal  B.  Hancock;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
'  Mr.  DAVIS,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  refund  to  Noah 
Miller  and  others  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  British  sloop  Mary  and  cargo,  which  were  cap- 
tured by  them,  and  libelled  an  1  sold  for  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States;  whichwith  accompanying  docu- 
ments, was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  DAVIS  gave  notice  tV.at  to-morrow  he 
would  a*k  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  Plumb  Island  Bridge  Company. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Da  Treville,  de- 
ceased; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, a>ked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  State 
of  Maine  for  the  services  of  her  militia;  which  wan 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mi- 
litary Affairs. 

Mr.  W.  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  regu- 
late the  pay  and  j  emoluments  of  pursers  of  the 
navy;  and 

A  bill  to  regulate  and  establish  the  navy  ration; 
which  was  severally  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  in  pursuance  of  previ- 
ous notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Col. 
Francis  Vigo;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  land  offices  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Mount  Carmel 
and  Near  Albany  Railroad  Company  to  enter  on  a 
credit  a  quantity  of  land,  to  aid  tbe  company  in 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  New  Albany,  in 
the  State  of  Indiana,  to  Mount  Carmel,  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no* 
tice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  8tates  to 
cause  certain  survey*  to  be  made;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  reso- 
lution, proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  tbe  United  Stated,  so  as  to  limit  tbe  term  of 
office  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  and  inferior 
courts  thereof. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  gave  notice  that  to-morrow 
he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  |he  State  of  Ten- 
nessee to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to 
the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the 
same,"  passed  the  18th  day  of  April,  1806. 
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Mr-  HUBBARD,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tic*,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  New  Hampshire 
against  the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of  c'aims  for 
lands  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  east  of  Pearl  liver 
and  south  of  the  3Lsi  degree  of  north  latitude; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit* 
tee  on  ihe  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
nce, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce 

A  bill  for  the  legal  representatives  of  William 
Saaford,  deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Robert  White;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  or  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Joseph  Moni*,  deceased; 
which  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committer  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  MERRICK  gave  notice  that  to  morrow  he 
would  a?k  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  ht-irs  of  Francis  Newman. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUGQLES,  the  documents 
in  relation  to  ihe  better  security  of  the  lives  of  pas- 
sengers on  board  of  steam  vessels,  now  on  file, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  PULTON,  io  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  completion  of  certain  roads 
ia  the  State  of  Arkansas;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  F.  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he  would 
atk  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  perfect  the  titles  te 
lands  south  of  ihe  Arkansas  river,  held  under  the 
New  Madrid  location?,  and  pre-emption  rights  un- 
der the  act  of  1814;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  A.  Dixon. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  was  taken  up  for  conside- 
ration, viz: 

Jfeioteed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  te  communicate  to  the  Senate  statements 
showing  the  quantity  of  land  reported  by  the  re- 
gisters and  receivers  of  the  several  land  offices,  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
25th  April,  1828,  to  have  been  unsold  in  their  re- 
spective districts  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  1628, 
after  having  been  offered  at  the  minimum  price  per 
aere,  discriminating  between  the  several  land  dis- 
trict*; what  proportion  of  the  land  so  unsold  rn  that 
day  consisted  of  first  rate  lan^,  and  what  was  un- 
fit for  cultivation,  according  to  the  reports  of  the 
said  officer?;  what  was  their  estimate  of  the  ave- 
rage value  per  acre  of  the  said  unsold  land;  and 
what  part  of  the  said  land  to  remaining  unsold 
on  the  30th  June,  1828,  aforesaid,  has  been  since 
sold,  and  at  what  price,  discriminating  between  the 
amount  sold  in  each  of  the  districts-  And  the  Se- 
cretary is  farther  directed  to  cause  parallel  co- 
lumns to  be  prepared,  exhibiting  in  one  connected 
view  the  qoantiiy  of  land  unsold  on  the  day  afore- 
said in  each  district,  the  amount  since  sold,  the 
value  as  assessed  or  estimated  by  the  sa:d  officers', 
and  the  prices  at  which  the  lands  have  since  actu- 
ally sold;  and  the  aggregate  value  of  the  land  as 
assessed,  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  sales 
made  since  the  3,0th  June,  1823,  in  each  land  dis- 
trict. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  offered  the  following 
amead  scents: 

Meniud  further,  That  said  Secretary  cause  to  be 
exhibited  in  th«  report  aforesai  I,*  such  alterations 
as  may  have  been  made  in  the  several  land  dis- 
tricts embraced  by  said  reports  made  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution  of  the  Sena:e  of  the  25  h  of 
April,  1828— *ho*ifcg  in  what  instances,  and  to 
what  extent,  fail  districts  have  been  enlarged  or  d  - 
aainished  since  the  said  30ih  day  of  June,  1828: 
and  also  what  new  bnd?,  then  embraced  by  said 
several  district*,  have  since  been  sold. 

MmbtdfikHhtTy  That  said  Secretary  cause  to  be 
communicated  statements  showing  in  separate  co- 
tamas  the  quantity  of  public  land  which  has  been 
Offered ibr  sale  at  public  auction,  and  has  remain- 
ed vnsold  «t  the  minimum  price,  in  each  Slate  and 
Ttfrityry  for  a  period  of  five  years,  and  less  than 


ten  years;  the  \quantity  so  offered  and  remaining 
unsold  for  ten  years  and  less  than  fifteen  years;  the 
quantity  to  offered  and  remaining  unsold  for  fif- 
teen years  and  less  than  twenty  years;  thequautiy 
so  offered  and  remaining  unsold  for  mere  than 
twenty  and  less  than  thirty  yearr,  and  the  quantity 
which  had  been  so  offered  and  has  remained  unsold 
for  more  than  thirty  years:  showing  the  aggregate 
at  the  foot  of  each  column,  and  the  general  aggre- 
gate of  all  tbe  lands  which  have  been  offered,  and 
have  remained  unsold  for  five  years  and  upwards, 
up  to  the  latest  returns. 

"  The  amendments  were  agreed  to;  and  the  reso- 
lution, as  amended,  was  adopted. 
REPEAL  OP  THE  INDEPENDENT   TREA- 
'     SURY  LAW. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by 
Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky,  was  taken  up  for  consi- 
deration, viz: 

Regolved,  That  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  collection,  safekeeping,  transfer,  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,"  ought  to  be 
forthwith  repealed;  and  thai  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  it  was  no  part  of  his  purpose,  in 
offering  his  resolution,  to  invite  or  partake  in  an 
argument  on  any  question  that  might  arise  out  of 
the  great  measure  to  which  the  resolution  relatcr. 
It  was,  then,  no  purpose  on  his  part  to  enter  into 
any  argument.  He  would  as  lief  argue  to  a  con- 
victed criminal,  with  a  rope  round  his  neck,  and 
the  cart  about  to  leave  his  body,  to  prove  to  him 
that  his  conviction  was  according  to  law  and  jus- 
tice, as  to  prove  that  this  Sub-Treasury  measure 
ought  to  be  abandoned.  He  had  brought  forward 
the  resolution  in  the  shape  in  which  he  had  pre- 
sented it  to  the  Senate,  because  he  thought  it  was 
his  duty  ?o  to  do.  The  ordinary  course  of  legisla- 
tion— the  u^ual  practice,  he  was  aware,  in  repeal- 
ing existing  laws— was  to  move  a  lesolntion  of  in- 
struction, addressed  to  a  cemmiuee,  and  directing 
an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  tbe  measure,  ot 
to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  the  mea- 
sure which  it  was  wished  to  got  rid  of.  But  there 
were  occasions  when  that  ordinary  form,  he  pre- 
sumed, mi;*bt,  and  ooght  to  be  dispensed  with.  If 
they  looked  for  examples  to  the  only  period  which 
bears  any  analogy  to  that  which  exits  at  this  mo- 
ment — he  meant  the  period  of  1800,  when  Jeffer- 
son came  into  power,  but  under  circumstances  far 
different,  and  in  a  contest  more  equal  and  of  doubt- 
ful issue  than  that  which  has  brought  the  present 
men  into  power— if  they  looked  back  to  that  pe- 
riod, an)  saw  the  alien  law,  not  limited  and  tem- 
poral, but  of  permanent  duration — could  they  not 
suppose  that  it  would  have  been  idle  and  ridiculous 
to  move  a  resolution  of  inquiry  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  repealing  that  moit  odious  measure?  But 
respecting  this  Sub-Treasury,  about  which  they  had 
had  about  three  years  and  three  months'  argument 
—a  psriod  longer  than  the  last  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  half  as  great  as  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion— under  there  circumstance*,  discussion  of  the 
measuie  would  seem  to  be  unnecessary  and  mis- 
placed; it  was  sufficient  for  him  to  say  that  the  na- 
'icn  wills  the  repeal  of  the  measure— the  nation  de- 
crees the  repeal  of  the  measure — the  nation  com- 
mands the  repeal  of  the  measure— and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  nineteen  States  were  sent  there  ir- 
struc  ed  to  repeal  it.  They  might  dispute  about 
what  wa*  or  was  not  involved  in  the  is*oe  of  the  bte 
Presidential  contest;  they  might  contend  tha'  that 
contest  afiVmrd  this  or  that  principle  or  measure, 
and  they  might  dispute  about  it:  he  knew  it  was  the 
pracice  of  gentlemen  to  whom  it  was  hi.«  misfor- 
tune to  be  opposed  in  that  Senate,  after  elections,  to 
con'enl  that  this  election  sanctions  this  or  puttf 
down  that  measure,  and  that  election  demonstrates 
that  the  people  are  in  favor  t>f  this  and  opposed  to 
that  measure,  whether  Sub-Treasary  or  a  United 
States  Bank,  and  there  might  be  a  controversy 
about  the  mat'er;  but  on  one  point  it  was  impossi- 
ble thero  conld  be  diversity  of  opinion,  either  here 
or  ehewhere;  and  that  is,  that  this  nation,  by  one  of 
the  most  tremendous  majorities  ever  given  in  our 
nation's  annals,  whatever  else  It  may  have  decided, 
has  decided  against  this  Sub-Treasury  measure. 
And  when  the  nat  on  speaks — when  the  nation 
Wills— when  the  nation  commands,  what  is  to  be 


done?  There  was  no  necessity  to  go  through 
the  form  of  referring  to  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  doing  what  the  public  sentiment 
required.  What  Senator  would  stand  there  iu  hi* 
place  and  say  he  opposed  himself  to  the  wili  of 
nation? 

He,  for  one,  had  hoped  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  message  which  he  had  com- 
municated at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
with  a  magnanimity  which  wonkl  have  becoming, 
would  have  announced  the  fact  of  this  wilt  of  the 
nation,  and  recommended  a  conformity  to 
it.  Let  him  not  be  misunderstood.  He  would 
not  a>k  the  President— no,  he  bad  too  much 
personal  respect  for  him;  he  had  too  much 
regard  for  human  nature,  to  ask  tbe  Presi- 
dent to  come  here  and  say  to  Congress,  (II  have 
been  wrong  all  this  time;  the  measure  which  I  have 
urged  upon  you  for  adoption  is  one  that  was  found- 
ed in  error."  No;  it  would  be  unmanly;  he  (Mr. 
Clay)  could  not  expect  it  at  his  hands;  but  he  did 
expect  the  President  would  have  said  what  the  fact 
was;  that  he  would  have  admitted  that  the  nation 
had  decided  against  his  favorite  measure;  and  that 
he  would  have  recommended  submission  to  the  will 
of  the  nation;  but  least  of  all  did  he  expect  a  re- 
commendation and  improvement;  and  that  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  should  concur  in  the  recom- 
mendation of  amendment  and  improvement  of  a 
measure  aiainst  which  the  nation  had  decided, 
which  both  the  Executive  and  the  Secretary  knew. 
But  if  they  disregard  the  will  of  the  nation  prior  to 
the  4'h  of  March  next,  they  knew  well  that  it 
would  not  endure  longer  than  a  Congress  could 
convene,  and  a  new  President  could  act  on  the 
measure. 

Btit  a  word  as  to  the  effect  of  a  repeal  of  this 
measure.  What  is  the  effect  of  the  operation  of 
the  present  Sub-Treasury  system?  It  was  said  to 
be  very  successful.  This  was  announced  iu  the 
message,  and  repeated  in  the  report  of  ihe  Secre- 
tory of  the  Treasury.  He  should,  however,  have 
been  pleased  if  those  documents  had  gone  into  de- 
tails respecting  the  operation  of  this  measure, 
showing  how  it  had  altered  the  business  and  the 
relations  of  the  country,  and  the  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements of  the  revenue.  But  so  far,  it  was  said 
it  had  satisfied  all  their  expectations,  and  was  in 
successful  operation.  Now  he  (Mr.  Clay,)  thanked 
God  he  was  far  removed  from  any  one  of  tha  Re* 
ceivere  General—nay  he  wished  he  was  fanher  re- 
moved; but  he  should  be  glad  to  know  where  had 
been  its  successful  operation.  Perhaps  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Hobbard]  might  com- 
municate the  information.  He  should  be  glad  to 
learn  how  it  had  successfully  operated,  from  that 
illns.'rious  Senator  who  bad  ably  and  eloquently  de- 
fended the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  all 
occasions;  and  he  must  say  that  it  was  a 
mo&t  ungrateful  return  for  those  services 
to  treat  him  as  he  had  been  treated  at  a  recent 
election  for  United  States  Senator  for  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire.  He  should  be  glad,  however, 
to  learn  from  him  [Mr.  Hobrarb]  and  from  the 
gentleman  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  in  detail,  what  had  been  the  opera- 
tion of  this  Sub-Treasury  system — how  it  wa< 
siting — how  it  was  working— how  it  was  varymg 
the  financial  and  commercial  and  manufacturing 
affairs  of  the  country.  He  would  tell  them  what 
he  understood  it  to  be,  though  be  was  separated 
from  many  of  lb*se  Receivers  General.  He  un- 
derstood that  there  was  not  the  slightest  difference 
prevailing  now,  from  what,  before  the  4th  of  July 
last,  was  the  system  in  operation.  He  understood 
that  now,  as  then,  the  notes  of  all  the  spocie  pay- 
ing banks  were  received  by  the  collector  and  trans- 
ftrredto  the  Receivers  General.  He  understood 
the  process  was  this:  A  merchant  of  New  York 
has  a  large  aum  to  pay— say  #100;  well,  he 
gives  a  check  to  a  specie  paying  bank— he 
pays  no  money,  bat  tbe  cheek  is  endorsed 
specie— and  he  gives  another  check  with  no 
endorsement  whatever;  both  are  carried  to  the*  bank, 
and  are  carrtfd  to  the  credit — true,  not  of  the  Go- 
vernment— but  of  the  Receiver  General  in  his  pri- 
vate account,  as  a  private  transaction.  Well,  they 
all' knew,  whatever  might  be  endorsed  on  the  check 
for  f  100  or  $300,  that  i»jey  wcie  both  cash  paper, 
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convertible  into  specie,  and  this  was  the  usage  prior 
to  the  4<h  of  July  last;  and  the  paper  of  no  bank 
which  did  not  pay  specie  was  received  by  the  col- 
lector of  the  public  revenue,  bnt  the  paper  of  backs 
paying  specie  was.  It  is  now  received,  and  it  was 
#so  received  before  the  4th  of  Jofy,  taking  New 
York  as  an  example  for  illustration.  The  reve- 
nue, when  collected  by  the  collector,  was  paid  into 
the  bank  to  the  acconnt  of  Jesse  Hoy  t— to  his  pri- 
vate account,  over  which  the  Government  had  no 
control— and  now  he  passed  it  over  to  Pibl  or 
Sanl  Allen,  who  had  also  an  acconnt  with  the 
bank,  over  which  the  Government  had  no  control 
or  direction.  Well,  then,  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
United  States,  amounting  to  nineteen  millions,  ac- 
cording to  the.  estimates  of  the  current  and 
the  next  year,  bnt  thirteen  millions  as  ac- 
tually received  during  the  present  year — 
the  whole  revenue  of  the  United  States,  at  some 
time  or  other,  passed  through  the  bands  and  was 
kept  in  the  custody  of  private  individuals  who  stood 
credited  for  the  amount  on  the  books  of  some  bank 
or  banks  to  which  tbey  had  resort.  Well  then,  if 
he  were  not  mistaken,  it  was  very  dear  the  opera- 
tion of  the  system  so  far,  had  been  exceedingly 
limited,  and  in  the  event  of  a  repeal,  which  was 
proposed  in  that  resolution,  the  result  wonld  be  that 
the  administration  of  the  Treasury  Department 
will  revert  back  to  the  state  of  things  prior  to  the 
4th  of  July,  or  rather  it  will  continne  the  s:me  state 
of  things  which,  yet  existed,  without  interfering  with 
the  financial  affairs  of  the  Government.  He  hoped 
for  another  result,  should  he  succeed  in  obtaining 
a  concurrence  with  his  resolution — he  hoped 
that  an  account  would  be  opened,  as  in  olden 
times,  as  in  safe  times,  and  in  times  of  regular  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government,  with  the  Treasu- 
rer of  the  United  States.  But  he  contended  that, 
whatever  inconveniences  conld  result  from  a  repetl 
of  the  measure,  that  was  no  consideration  for 
them.  Their  duty  was  marked  out  by  the  public 
opinion,  and,  for  one,  he  was  disposed  to  obey  its  in- 
struction which,  to  nineteen  States  of  this  Union, 
had  been  given. 

He  would  not  enter  further  into  a  discussion  of 
the  subject;  he  would  content  himself  with  those 
observations,  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  urge 
others  to  a  general  expression  of  opinion;  but  if 
tbey  conld  doubt— if  they  wanted  further  time  to 
consider  whether  they  were  acting  here  as  trustees 
of  a  great  community,  or  were  giving  a  mere  ex- 
pression of  their  own  opinions— if,  indeed,  they 
wanted  time  for  any  purpose,  he  should  be  the  last 
to  deny  a. request  so  reasonable  as  that. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  came  from  one  of  the 
nineteen  States  alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  and  he  was  happy  to  say  to  that  Seoa- 
tor  that  he  rejoiced  to  find  it  was  the  disposition  of 
the  party  about  to  come  into  power  to  make  pre- 
cisely the  issue  tendered  by  this  resolution.  Be 
thanked  that  Senator,  therefore— as  he  would  have 
done  yesterday  when  the  resolution  was  presented, 
had  it  been  proper-rior  presenting  that  proposition 
to  them.  He  could  say  to  that  Senator,  that  for 
one— and  perhaps  he  could  say  it  with  more  pro- 
priety than  any  other  member  of  that  body— he  did 
not  desire  further  to  discuss  that  measure 
cither  before  the  Senate  or  the  country;  he 
could  only  say,  that  when  the  Senate  was 
called  upon  to  act  upon  the  proposition,  he 
was  desirous  that  it  should  be  with  an  understand- 
ing of  what  it  is,  ami  that  the  Senate  might  he  as 
full  as  may  be,  consistent  with  the  attendance]  of 
members  in  the  city.  To-day  he  did  not  desire  to 
act  upon  it,  for  one  Senator  now  in  town,  was  sick 
and  not  able  to  be  in  his  place;  and  another  left 
town  after  the  last  adjournment  of  the  Senate  prior 
to  yesterday,  with  the  confident  expectation  of  re- 
turning last  evening,  who  had  not  yet  resumed  his 
seat;  but  if  there  was  a  disposition  in  the  Senate  to 
act  upon  the  resolution,  and  make  an  expression 
which  would  not  mislead  the  public  mind,  he  should 
desire  that  expression  to  be  made  now,  and  upon 
t^is  resolution.  It  would  be  a  work  of  supererogation, 
in  a  short  session  like  this,  to  pass  the  resolution, 
and  instruct  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
proposed  repeal,  without  any  expectation  that  the 
bill  would  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Senate 
Hence  be  wished  that  all  the  members  in  attend- 


ance might  be  present  when  the  vote  shonld  be 
taken.  But  he  could  not  excuse  himself  if  he  al- 
lowed the  opportunity  to  pass  without  some  slight 
reference  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  by  whom 
the  resolution  had  bren  introduced.  That  Senator 
had  become  deeply  impressed  with  the  result  of  the 
late  election;  and  on  the  point  whether  it  was  or 
was  not  a  full  and  free  and  fsir  expression  of  the 
popular  will,  he  (Mr.  Wright)  did  not  stand  there 
to  express  an  opinion.  He  would  merely  call  to 
the  honorable  Senator's  mind  that  they  nad  just 
passed  through  the  first  election  under  this  Govern- 
ment, when  principles  on  the  part  of  the  domi- 
nant party  were  not  declared,  when  measures 
were  not  avowed,  and  when  men  stood  be'ore  the 
country,  not  to  proclaim  to  the  people  their  prin- 
ciples and  measures,  but  to  apologize  for  saying 
hf  thing  in  reference  to  their  measures  or  the  policy 
which  they  proposed  to  adopt.  That  being  the 
case,  the  Senate  would  pardon  him  for  calling  iheir 
attention  to  the  fact,  that  he,  and  other  Senators 
who  had  sat  there  with  him  from  1832  and  1833 
to  the  present  lime,  had  seen  election  after  election, 
when  it  was  the  fashion  of  candidates  and  of  par- 
ties to  avow  iheir  principles,  and  had  heard  the  ho- 
norable Senetor,  with  an  ingenuity  which  cannot 
be  surpassed,  parry  the  issue  his  (Mr.  Wright's) 
friends  had  made,  and  contend,  almost  with  suc- 
cess, that  nothing  was  prejudged  by  the  popular 
voice  in  those  popular  elec'iuis.  Take  the 
very  measure  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  repeal, 
and  what  was  the  judgment  of  the  people,  and 
what  was  the  public  expression  at  the  Cungresti  nal 
elections  of  1838  and  1839?  Then,  if  ever,  a 
distinct  issue  or  proposition  was  presented  to  the 
people  of  this  country.  That  was  the  issue  that 
was  pending  during  the  war  of  more  than  three 
years'  duration,  of  which  the  honorable  Senator 
had  spoken— that  was  the  only  point  in  controversy; 
and  what  was  the  result?  There  was  a  popular 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature  unfavorable  to 
this  measure  in  ,  1837  and  1838,  and  was  remmed 
in  its  place  in  1838  and  1839,  favorable  to  it;  and 
it  was  adopted  in  pursuance  of  a  pronunciation  of 
the  will  of  the  people  of  this  country,  pending  the 
controversy  as  to  the  measure  itself.  That  po- 
pular mind  may  have  changed — it  may  be 
different  now,  but  if  it  be,  and  if  the  pronuncia- 
tion of  the  popular  opinion  has  been  against 
the  Independent  Treasury,  of  what  measure,  as  a 
substitute,  has  it  been  in  favor?  Has  the  pronun- 
ciation of  the  late  election  declared  the  popular 
voice  of  the  country  to  be  in  favor  of  a  National 
Bank?  Will  the  Senator  contend  that  it  was  so, 
ani  will  his  party  assume  ji?  Or  has  it  declared 
in  favor  ot  the  policy  of  another  political  party,  and 
a  return  to  the  system  of  State  bank  depositee? 
Wou'd  the  honorable  Senator  admit  that?  He 
(Mr.  Wright)  did  not  say  the  honorable  Senator 
would  admit  either  or  both;  but  he  had  a  right  to 
ask  the  question. 

But  the  Senator  says  the  result  of  the  late  elec- 
tion has  been  a  triumphant  pronunciation  against 
this  measure.  How*  is  it  ascertained?  By  what 
declaration  of  policy  or  principle  on  the  psrt  of  that 
party  which  has  become  predominant?  Why, 
he  should  suppose— and  he  made  the  re- 
mark without  intending  disrespect  any  where 
— if  the  result  of  the  late  election  could  be  claimed 
as  proving  any  thing,  it  was  to  prove  that  they 
were  to  take  down  the  splendid  edifice  in  which 
he  then  stood,  and  erect  a  log  cabin  in  its  place-* 
that  instead  of  the  rich  draperies  and  valuable 
pictures  before  them,  they  were  to  ban?  around 
their  chamber  coon  skins,  cat  skins,  and  other 
trophies  of  the  chase.  But  the  Senator  does  not 
claim  such  to  be  our  duties,  resulting  from  the 
late  expression  of  the  popular  will.  No,  such  is 
not,  and  has  not  been,  the  result  of  the  pronun- 
ciation of  the  will  of  the  freemen  of  this  country; 
and  yet,  could  they  not  prove  such  conclusions 
with  double  force  and  double  testimony  over  that 
which  the  honorable  Senator  seeks  now  to  esta- 
blish— the  condemnation  of  the  Sub-Treasury 
measure?  And  yet  they  were  called  upon  to 
be  silent,  to  submit,  and  to  obey  this  foregone 
decree.  Against  the  popular  pronunciation 
made  at  the  late  elections,  he  should  not  intention- 
ally utter  one  word— the  decision  of  the  people  he 


should  respect;  for  they  vrer*  ycr,  thank  Godi  the 
highest  tribunal  known  to  our  country  and  her  in- 
stitution?. When  the  powers  which  that  election 
has  brought  into  existence  shall  constitutionally 
take  their  places,  he  should  be  one  of  those  who, 
whether  as  a  private  citizen  or  in  the  high  position 
in  which  he  then  stood,  would  be  found  ready  to 
render  a  constitutional  submission;  but  he  was  not 
ready  to  admit  that,  in  rendering  its  verdict,  the* 
popular  voice  had  pronounced  its  decision  against 
this  measure;  or  if  it  had,  that  it  had  decided  in  fa- 
vor of  any  other  measure  in  its  place.  What,  then, 
was  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  in  favor  of 
this  precipitate  repeal?  Was  it  that  the  measure 
wardoirg  mischief  to  the  ourtfry,  and  was  work- 
ing evil  to  the  people?  He  (Mr.  Wbiokt) 
did  not  understand  him  to  say  so.  It  was 
that  it  was  not  canied  out  in  its  terms  and 
spirit — that  the  law  was  not  observed,  but  (hat  it 
was  violated  by  the  officers  appointed  under  it. 
Well,  the  honorable  Senator  might  be  right,  for 
he  (Mr.  Wbight)  had  not  that  acquaintance  with 
banking  institutions  which  would  enable  him  to 
pronounce  on  the  fact.  If  that  were  so,  however, 
did  it  follow  that  the  law  must  be  repealed,  be- 
cause the  law  was  not  observed?  And  should  they 
expect  from  the  honorable  Senator  that  mode  of 
getting  rid  of  a  salutary  law  which  was  not  exe- 
cuted? Should  not,  raiher,  an  inquiry  be  insti- 
tuted to  ascertain  whether  the  officers  did  discharge 
their  duty?  He  knew  not  what  the  fact  might 
be  any  where,  but  he  confessed  it  would  have 
pleased  him  better  if  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
consented  to  take  Philadelohia.  instead  of  New 
York,  as  an  example;  and  he  knew  the  New  York 
banks  were  specie  paying  banks;  and  he  knew  it 
was  the  constructive  duty  of  the  Receiver  General 
to  receive  three-fourths  of  the  revenue  there  in  the 
notes  of  specie  paying  banks;  but  does  the  Phila- 
delphia Receiver  General  take  checks  upon  non- 
specie  paving  banks?  And  if  the  Receiver  General 
of  New  York,  instead  of  compelling  the  merchants 
to  bring  specie  to  his  vaults,  takes  a  certified  check 
that  is  payable  in  specie,  and  presents  it  for  pay- 
ment himself,  is  the  law  violated,  or  is  the  commu- 
nity injured?  What,  then,  is  the  argument? 
Why,  that  there  had  been  but  little  salu- 
tary influence  from  the  practical  operation 
of  this  law,  and  therefore  it  was  better  to 
repeal  it.  Repeal  it  for  what?  To  take  the  reve- 
nues out  of  the  reach  of  Congress,  and  place  them 
again  where  they  had  virtually  been  since  the  sus- 
pension of  the  banks  in  1837,  until  the  passage  of 
the  law— in  the  hands  of  the  Executive?  Will  it  be 
belter  to  put  them  exclusively  in  Executive  hands, 
or  to  keep  them  within  the  power  and  provisions 
of  a  law,  even  if  it  does  not  suit  the  Senator,  until 
a  belter  system  can  be  devi&ed?  What  is  the  course 
of  wisdom,  and  what  has  been  the  popular  voice 
in  the  matter?  But  he  was  going  further  than  be 
had  intended,  and  therefore  be  should  suspend  fur- 
ther remark.  He  did  not  desire  to  foreclose  the 
debate  by  a  motion  to  postpone  now,  but  when 
the  St nate  came  to  act  upon  this  resolution,  he  de- 
bited that  the  decision  should  be  the  sense  of  the 
Senate,  and  of  as  full  a  Senate  as  the  attendance  of 
members  of  the  Senate  in  the  city  would  permit. 
For  the  present  he  would  only  ask  that  the  vote  be 
taken  by  ayes  and  noes. 

Mr.  CLAY  was  not  particularly  desirous  to 
press  this  measure  until  Senators  were  on  the  floor, 
and  he  should  have  great  pleasure  to  concur  in  any 
reasonable  suggestion  of 'the  Senator  from  New 
York.  "But  while  he  was  np,  he  would  ask  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  who  charged  upon  the 
party  which  had  obtained  the  predominance,  that 
they  had  no  known  principles,  whether  that  gen- 
tleman desired  to  know  his  (Mr.  Clay's)  princi- 
pies,  or  the  principles  of  the  friends  with  whom  he 
was  associated?  Did  be  desire  to  know  their  opi- 
nions with  respect  to  this  Snb-Trea&ury  measure? 
Why,  had  they  not  been  battling,  with  the  whole 
country  coming  to  their  aid,  againsi  this  identical 
measure?  Had  the  Senator  any  difficulty  in  guess- 
ing that  the  party  coming  into  power,  when  it 
assumed  the  reins  of  government,  would  put  aside 
this  measure?  The  Senator  told  tnem  uat  at  one 
time  an  apparent  popular  expression  in  favor  of  the 
measure,  in  1838  and  3839^ ^^v  a^^umajor> 
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ty  sanctioned  the  measure— and  thai  it  was  finally 
carried  in  the  popular  branch  of  Congress.  He 
hoped  the  honorable  Senator  would  relieve  him 
from  the  necessity  of  looking  into  the  New  Jersey 
anair.  He  need  not  enter  into  the*  consideration  of 
the  composition  *f  the  majority  in  the  other  House 
when  the  Sab-Treasury  wa*  passed;  but  who 
amongst  them,  who  had  attended  to  th«  progress  of 
events  daring  the  election  of  1840,  could  doubt  that 
the  pnblic  opinion  was  against  it?  The  honorable 
Senator  had  called  upon  them  to  declare  what 
would  be  their  measures  after  ibis  Sab-Treasury 
was  destroyed?  Whether  it  would  be  a  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  or  whether  it  would  be  a  system 
in  connection  with  the  local  banks?  Why,  suffi- 
cient for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof;  th*y  had  now 
nothing  but  the  Sab-Treasury  to  handle,  and  that 
was  sufficient  for  them.  Lei  them  remove  that  out 
of  the  way,  and  ih*n  those  coming  into  power 
would  bring  forward  their  measures,  and  then  it 
would  be  time  for  the  distinguished  Seoalor  from 
New  York  to  be  heard. 

The  Senator  from  New  York  said,  the  party 
coming  in  were  coming  without  principles,  and 
they  would  be  at  liberty  to  adopt  any  measure 
they  pleased.  Bat  did  not  the  gentleman  know 
that  the  patty  coming  in  were  opposed  to  the  Sub- 
Treasury?  Did  he  not  know  that  they  were  in  fa- 
ifat  of  a  sound  and  safe  regulation  of  the  currency, 
as  far  as  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Uuited  States?  Did  he  not  know 
that  they  were  for  economy,  and  against  the  ex'ra- 
vagance  of  the  down:allen  Administration!  Did 
he  not  know  they  were  for  letrenchment,  and  that 
they  were  opposed  to  the  extent  and  alarming 
magnitude,  and  fearful  usurpation  and  abuse  of 
Executive  power?  And  therefore,  the  gentleman 
could  not  reprove  them  for  a  want  of  principle. 
After  some  oner  remarks,  be  said  be  found  be  was 
precipitated  into  the  discussion  beyond  what  be  had 
intended;  bat  in  reference  to  the  observations  of  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  he  said  he  saw  no  neces- 
sity for  much  delay. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  bad  suppot ed  that  the 
party  about  to  cMne  into  power  would  have  been 
content  with  ibeir  decisive  victory,  and  that  the 
business  of  the  session  would  be  allowed  to  go  on 
quietly,  without  calling  up  any  of  the  exciting 
looks  that  entered  into  the  late  canvass,  or  antici- 
pating the  measures  belonging  properly  to  the  com- 
ing administration.  The  country  has  just  pasted 
through  one  of  the  mc&t  agitating  canvasses  it  ever 
has,  and  it  is  time  it  should  have  fepo&e;  and  he, 
for  oue,  had  determined,  if  it  sboold  not,  it  woold 
aot  be  bis  fault.  Without  adverting  to  the  past, 
he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  wait  and  form  no  opi- 
nion till  General  Harrison  had  assumed  bis  high 
and  responsible  office,  and  developed  the  principles 
aad  policy  on  which  he  intended  to  administer  the 
Government,  in  an  official  and  responsible  form. 
If  he  shoul »,  in  good  iaiih,  by  practice -as  well  as 
profession,  adopt  the  eoucse  which  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay]  has  assured  as  be 
would;  if  bis  administration  shall  be  one  of  re- 
trenchment and  economy,  deep  and  thorough,  for 
they  are  both  much  needed;  if  it  shall,  be  op- 
poied  to  a  national  debt,  funded  or  unfunded; 
u"  against  the  improper  extension  of  Executive 
power,  and  shall  be  opposed  to  the  use  of  its  pa- 
tronage as  the  means  ol  rewarding  mere  partisan 
terviee?  and  if,  anally,  as inumaiedin  the  canvass 
by  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Webstkr,]  it  should  be  conducted  on  the  good 
old  but  much  derided  doctrines  of  Jefferson,  it 
should  not  only  have  bis  approbation,  but  his  cor- 
cbal  and  cb<  efful  sappc  rt,  notwithstanding  hb  ob- 
jections to  the  means  by  which  his  election  was  se- 
cured. But  be  would  rather  have  these  declara- 
tions officially  from  General  Hairison  himself,  than 
from  the  honorable  Senator,  however  high  his  au- 
thority might  be  considered.  I  (raid  Mr.  C.)  ne- 
ver have  played,  and  never  intend  to  play,  the  game 
of  in  and  out  ia  politics.  It  is  unsuited  to  the  na- 
ture of  our  Government,  and  unbecoming  those  in- 
vested with  the  hiah  and  sacred  trust  of  ad- 
ministering it.  His  cour*e  Was  immovably 
made  op.  He  would  give  the  coming  Adm- 
nistration  bis  support  in  all  measures  which  his 
judgment  approved,  and  opposition  to  all  which  it 


disapproved;  and,  if  he  was  found  in  systematic 
opposition,  it  would  be  because  of  systematic  de- 
parture from  the  principles  and  policy  which  he  be- 
lieved to  be  essential  to  the  prosperity  and  liberty  of 
the  Union. 

With  these  views,  he  could  *ot,  with  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  regard  with  pleasure  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  resolution.  On  the  contrary,  he  regard- 
ed it  with  regret,  because  it  was  calculated  to  keep 
up  the  excitement  of  the  late  canvass,  and  prevent 
the  repose  which  naturally  follows  the  deep  agita- 
tion through  which  the  country  has  just  patsed, 
and  which  is  necessary  to  that  calm  review,  with- 
out which  it  is  impossible  to  correct  past  errors, 
and  turn  them  to  profitable  account  in  future.  Let 
the  people  have  an  interval  of  eight  or  nine 
months,  from  the  end  of  this  session  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next,  to  think  over  calmly  and 
deliberately  the  past,  and  the  course  that  ought  to  be 
taken  hereafter,  and  much  profit  will  result  to  the 
country.  Viewed  in  this  light,  he  not  only  re- 
gretted the  introduction  of  the  resolution, 
but  rbe  ground  on  which  the  Senator  puts  the 
repeal  of  the  measure  contemplated.  He 
assumes  the  ground  that  the  people  had  de- 
cided against  the  Sub-Treasury  in  the  late  electi  n. 
He  (Mr.  Calhoun)  donbted  the  fact.  The 
election  decided  nothing  but  that  General 
Harrison  should  be  elected  President  for  the  next 
term;  and  he  entered  bis  solemn  protest  against  the 
attempt  to  make  any  other  inference  the  basts  of 
our  official  action;  and  in  doing  so,  he  but  took 
the  grotnd  taken  by  the  Senator  and  those  with 
whom  he  acted,  when  it  was  attempted  to  construe 
in  a  similar  manner  a  former  election  to  have 
decided  agiinst  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  and  in  favor  of  certain  mea- 
sures to  which  he  was  opposed.  He  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn) regarded  every  attempt  at  such  in- 
ference to  be  dangerous  and  unconstitutional. 
No  one  had  a  higher  regard  for  the  voice  of  the 
people  than  he  had;  but  he  could  only  recognise  it 
in  h:8  official  acts,  when  pronounced  through  its 
proper  organ,  an  1  on  the  subject,  and  to  the  ex- 
tent only,  which  the  Constitution  made  it  binding. 
Thus  thinking,  he  bowed  in  obedience  to  their 
voice,  uttered  in  the  late  election,  that  General 
Harrison  should  be  the  next  President,  but  to  that 
extent  only  could  he  here,  in  his  place  as  Senator, 
recognise  it. 

It  is  not  only  against  the  gen  ins  of  onr  .system 
to  extend  it  farther,  but  idle  to  attempt  to  extend  it 
to  the  measure  the  Senator  has.  Who  is  there  that 
does  not  know  that  in  the  l»te  canvass  the  great 
toue — who  should  be  President— depended  on  a 
thousand  others,  direct  and  indirect,  of  which  the 
Sub  Treasury  was  but  one?  Who  does  not  remem- 
ber that  the  imputed  extiavagance  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, the  report  of  one  of  the  Secretaries  on  the 
militia  question,  Hooe's  case,  and  innumerable 
other  objections,  were  made  to  the  present  incum- 
bent, as  well  as  countless  numbers  urged  in  favor 
of  bis  opponents,  in  addition  to  his  objection  to  the 
Sub-Treasury?  They  must  all  have  been  supposed 
to  influence  the  result,  or  surely  they  would  not 
have  been  so  zealously  and  incessantly  urged  by 
those  who  advocated  the  claims  of  the  successful 
candidate.  How,  then,  c*n  gentlemen  now  turn 
round,  and  tell  us  that  there  was  but  a  single  ques- 
tion at  issue,  and  that  question  the  Sub-Treasury? 

But  he,  Mr.  C.  desired  to  speak  with  perfect 
candor.  Though  he  by  no  means  cocsidered  it 
certain,  yet  there  was  reason  to  fear  that  a  majoriiy 
of  the  com  muni  *y  was  opposed  to  that  highly  im- 
portant measure.  If  such  should  turn  out  to  be 
the  fact,  he  would  regret  it  profoundly;  but  are  gen- 
tlemen certain  that  there  is  a  majority  in  favor  of 
any  alternative  measure  that  can  be  presented, 
and  that  there  is  not  a  majority  in  its  favor, 
against  any  such  alternative?  That  is  the  point. 
Let  me  tell  gent'em;  n,  when  they  come  to  the  real 
question — not  only  whether  the  Sub  Tressury  shall 
be  repeal* d,  but  whit  shall  be  substituted,  they 
will  not  find  so  easy  a  vic'ory  as  they  expect.  That 
is  the  question  which  you  mint  meet,  and  it  will  be 
in  vain  to  attempt  to  elude  it.  As  to  one  of  the 
only  two  possible  alternatives — he  referred  to  the 
repudiated  and  condemned  pet  bank  system— which 
the  gentleman  had  so  justly  denounced  so  far  back 


as  1834,  on  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites,  as  the  most  fallacious,  rickety,  and  corrupt 
system  which  could  be  adopted,  which  they  prophe- 
sied, and  truly  prophesied,  would  explode  and  blow 
up  its  authors,  he  took  it  for  granted  that  there  was 
no  danger  of  that  being  imposed  on  the  country  by 
the  coming  administration.  He  trusted  that  would 
not  be  the  result  of  all  the  late  agitation,  and  the 
decided  victory  they  had  achieved. 

As  to  the  other  alternative— a  National  Bank- 
be  would  not  go  into  that  now.  It  will  be  lime 
enough,  after  General  Harrison  comes  in,  and  re- 
commends it  to  oar  adoption,  if,  with  bis  constitu- 
tional objections,  he  ever  should.  But  come  when 
that  time  might,  if  it  ever  should,  he  should  stand 
up  and  resist  it  every  faculty,  and  all  the 
energy  with  which  nature  had  bestowed  on 
him;  for,  as  he  lived,  he  believed  the  day  on  which 
a  National  Bank  shall  be  established,  with  a  ca- 
pital of  fifty  or  a  hundred  millions,  and  twenty 
years*  deration,  aad  with  power  and  privileges 
sufficient  to  control  the  currency  and  business  of 
the  country,  would  be  the  end  of  our  liberty,  aad 
would  as  effectually  create  a  sovereign  power,  as 
if  General  Harrison  were  elected  President  for 
life,  with  the  right  of  succession  in  his  descend- 
ants, and  even  more  so. 

To  either  of  these,  the  much  abused  Sub-Trea- 
sury will  be  found  to  be  the  only  alternative.  Con- 
demned and  vilified  as  it  was,  the  country,  if  it 
desired  to  preserve  its  free  institutions,  must 
come  to  ir*r  nor  was  it  less  for  the  advantage  of  the 
banks  themselves,  than  the  country,  that  it  should* 
Yes,  for  the  banks;  he  .knew  what  he  said;  he 
weighed  every  word.  He  regarded  those  the 
greatest  enemies,  in  reality,  to  the  banks,  however 
hind  their  intention,  who  would  force  them  again 
into  a  union  with  the  Government,  against  the 
deep  conviction  of  the  injustice,  impolicy  and 
unconstitutionality  of  such  union,  of  a  powerful 
and  determined  party,  not  much  inferior 
in  numbers  than  their  opponents,  if  tested  even  by 
the  late  election;  for,  however  strong  the  vote  of 
the  electoral  college,  the  popular  vote  in  favor  of 
General  Harrison  did  not  much  exceed  one  hun- 
dred thousand  out  of  'upwards'  of  two  millions  of 
votes.  If,  against  the  fixed  opinion  of  this  powerful 
and  resolute  party,  the  coming  Administration 
should  force  a  reunion  between  bank  and  Govern- 
ment, they  would,  at  the  same  time,  force  them 
into  the  political  arena  of  party  conflict,  which 
could  not  fail  to  overthrow  the  whole  system  in  its 
convulsive  movements.  He  warned  the  banks,  and 
those  interested  in  them,  against  the  fatal  tendency 
of  their  indiscreet  friends,  who  would,  under  such 
circumstances,  force  the  reunion.  He  was  no 
enemy  to  the  existing  banks,  while  he  had  no  con- 
fidence in  the  system  as  it  existed  in  this  country 
and  Great  Britain.  He  believed  that  banks  of  issue 
and  circulation  were  founded  on  a  mistake,  and 
must  run  down,  by  their  own  inherent  defects, 
against  every  effort  to  stay  their  descent,  and  had 
long  thought  so;  but  he  made  no  war  on  them,  and 
never  kad.  They  were  running  down  of  them* 
selves,  according  to  bis  impression,  too  fast 
for  the  good  of  the  country,  and  his 
policy  was  to  retard,  and  not  accelerate 
their  descent.  He  acted  on  the  same  principle 
in  J 834,  when  the  deposites  were  removed; 
and  in  obedience  to  it,  urged  a  course,  which,  if  it 
bad  been  adopted,  would  ha>e  saved  the  country 
and  banks  from  the  disasters  which  have  since  fol- 
lowed. On  the  same  principle  he  acted  at  the  ex- 
tra session  in  1837,  and  bad  ever  sinccw  in  advo- 
cating the  separation  of  the  Government  from  the 
banks,  as  the  only  means  of  extricating  them  from 
politics,  and  leaving  tbem  quietly  to  be  reformed  or 
run  out,  under  the  action  of  an  enlightened  and 
calm  public  opinion.  He  was,  and  ever  had  been, 
averse  to  all  sadden  and  forced  measures  in  reference 
to  the  currency,  even  as  applied  to  our  system,  as 
bad  as  he  believed  it  to  be. 

In  addition  to  the  supposed  condemnation  of  the 
Sub-Treasury  by  the  people  at  the  late  election, 
the  Senator  urged  another  reason  for  its  repeal, 
that  it  would  make  no  practical  change.  He 
says  that  the  practice  under  the  existing  law  is, 
in  reality,  the  same  as  it  was  before  its  pas- 
sage, and  would  be  after  the  repeal.    If  so,  why, 
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then,  this  baste  to  repeal  it?  Why  agitate 
the  country,  so  anxiously  seeking  repose,  on 
a  subject  acknowledged  by  bim  to  be  wholly 
immaterial?  Why  not  allow  the  measure  to  go  on 
quietly  until  he  and  his  party  come  into  power,  and 
then  they  coald  act  deliberately  on  the  subject,  and 
not  only  repeat  a  measure  thty  consider  so  obnox- 
ious, but  also  present  their  snbstitute,  so  as  to  af- 
ford the  community  a  fair  opportunity  of  deciding 
between  them?  But  be  the  practice  under  it  what 
it  may,  the  difference  between  the  two  stales  of 
things,  thai  which  now  exist*  and  that  which  would 
if  the  measure  pr6posed  by  this  resolution  she  aid 
be  adopted,  is  lar,  very  far,  from  being  so  immate- 
rial as  the'  Senator  seems  to  suppose.  The  Sab- 
Treasury,  as  established  by  law,  be  it  wise  or  not, 
s,  at  all  events,  legal  and  constitutional.  No  one 
can  deny  thai;  but  should  the  Senator's  resolution 
succeed,  and  the  act  be  repealed,  he  would  restore 
the  state  of  things  which  he,  and  those  with  whom 
he  has  acted,  have  contended,  for  these  three  years, 
to  be  illegal  and  unconstitutional,  and  which  placed 
the  control  over  the  public  money  wholly  under  the 
discretion  of  the  Executive !    Is  that  nothing? 

As  to  the  practice,  if  it  be  snch  as  the  Senator 
supposes,  be  (Mr.  Calhoun)  held  it  directly  contra- 
ry to  law,  and  that  the  officer  who  had  dared  to 
practise  it,  deserved  punishment  and  expulsion 
from  office.  If  the  Senator  desired  to  pursue  the 
subject,  and  would  move  a  resolution  lo  ascertain 
the  facte,  it  should  have  his  support.  He  would  be 
the  last  to  protect  aay  officer,  high  or  low,  in  the 
violation  of  law. 

He  had  said  more  than  he  intended  when  he  rose, 
but  would  not  take  his  seat  without  aga  n  entreat- 
ing the  gentlemen  on  the  other  Fide  not  to  force 
on  a  controversy  at  this  time.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  bad  olected  General  Harrison, 
whether  by  proper  or  improper  means,  was  not  a 
question  for  him*  He  acquiesced  in  the  decision, 
and  wished  to  see  the  excitement,  which  accompa- 
nied (he  contest,  subside.  He  was  prepared  to 
give  his  administration  a  fair  trial,  as  he  would 
any  other  constitutionally  elected  by  the  people. 
He  should  wttch  it  with  a  vigilant  eye,  but  with 
no  disposition  to  oppose,  unless  his  measures  should 
force  him  into  opposition,  in  defence  of  what  he 
believed  to  be  the  welfare  and  liberty  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said  that,  occupying  the  po- 
sition which  he  did,  after  what  had  fallen  from  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  he  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  express  hi*  entire  dissent  from  the  views 
which  had  been  urged  upon  the  Senate  ii  support 
of  the  proposition  now  under  consideration.    He 
said  that  he  regretted  excerdingly  that  the  Sena' or 
had  deemed  it  proper  to  bring  up  anew  the  exciting 
questions  which  had  so  recently  agitated  the  coun- 
m  try.    In  thiv  he  concurred  with  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  and  believed  that  the  pub- 
lic mind  needed  repose,  at  least  for  a  short  period; 
and  he  could  not  but  express  his  astonishment  that 
any  attempt  should  now  be  made  which  would  ne- 
cessarily pass  in  review  the  events  of  the  last  can- 
vass.   Sir,  said  he,  I  do  not  express  this  regret  be- 
cause of  the  position  which  I  -may  be  supposed  to 
hold  in  relation  to  that  question,  and  coming,  as  I 
do,  from  a  State  which  has  cast  its  suffrage  for 
.   General  Harrison.    A  more  suitable  time  will  ar- 
rive, when  this  whole  subject  would  properly  come 
under  the  administrative  action  of  the  President 
elect;  but  now  it  must  briog  up  a  discussion  of 
events  utterly  unprofitable  to  the  public  welfare, 
and  about  which  a  wide  dirTc  rence  of  opinion  has 
surely  obtained,  if  I  understand  rightly  the  true 
ground  upon  which  the  gentleman  ha*  based  his 
proposition  to  repeal  the  Independent  Treasury 
act.    The  gentleman  raid  that  the  recent  election 
of  General  Harrison  was  an  implied  instruction  to 
Senators  coming  from  the  nineteen  States  which 
had  supported  bim,  to  repeal  (hat  measu'e.    Sir,  I 
deny  that  this   inference  is  jnst;  and  a  strong  ob- 
jection to  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  hrnorable 
gentleman  i-,  that  it  is  not  supported  by  ?och  an 
issue  in  the  late  canvass  as  to  make  it  conclusive. 
I  deny  that  the  Independent  Treasury  was  the  in- 
duciog  cause  to  the  success  of  General  Harrison. 
It  was  not  the  exclusive  issue.    Following,  sir,  the 
example-  set  by  older  Senators  of  botfc  parties,  I 


mingled  among  the  people    in  thfc  contest,  and 
knew  that  athts  owetfioni  had  a  muth  more  powerful 
fjftct— questions  which  weie  made  to  go  home  10 
their  hopes  and  their  fears — and  that  they  did  not 
consider  this  as  the  great  issue  upon  which  they 
were  to  decide.    The  extraordinary  pressure  of  the 
times,  some  peculiar  circumstances,  and  the  mili- 
tary services  of    General     Harrison  >  .  advancing 
in  the    lead    of    the   mass  of    questions,    had 
a    most   powerful   agency    in  producing  the  re- 
sult !     Who,  sir,  can    fo  get   that  his  military 
pretensions   were    urged    with  great   ardor   and 
eloquence   upen  this  floor  by  in>*  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  who  usually  sits  opposite  to  me— 
and  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who  sits  to 
my  right  on  the  other  side  of  the  house.     And  can 
we  fail  to  advert  to  the  very  fountain  from  which 
p prang  all  their  success — tkavr  contention  at  fieri  ti- 
bwrgfl    There  they  scltmnly  resAtod  thai  they  would 
make  no  formal  decimation  of  their  opinions — no,  sir, 
none!    The  thing  was  to  be  left  to  the  individaat 
skill  and  judgment  of  their  partisans;  and  now, 
after  the  Close  of  the  contest,  the  first  step  to  be 
taken  is  an  absolute  demand,  upon  this  floor,  that 
Congress  >hall  declare,  in  effect,  thai  svek  was  the 
issue  made  and  decided  brfore  ths  pevpk.    The  very 
avowal  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  when  pressed 
by  the  Senator  from  Ne  *  Yoik  upon  the  subject  of 
the  United  States  Btnk,  as  the  antagonist  measure 
to  the  Independent  Treasury,  that  "sufficient  for 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereof,"  is  'mysterious,  but  equi- 
valent to  the  declaration  thai  the  Independent  Trea- 
sury was  the  great  exclusive  issue  before  the  peo- 
ple.  I  utterly  deny  this  inference.   There  were  nu- 
merous issues,  and  a  combination  of  causes,  which 
it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat 

I  trust  that  I  would  be  among  the  last  men  deli- 
berately  to  attempt,  in  a  representative  capacity,  to 
disobey  the  instructions  of  my  constituents.  Bat, 
sir,  no  instruction*,  such  as  insisted  upon,  have 
been  made;  and  the  honorable  gentleman  will  find, 
when  he  submits  the  true  issue  of  a  United  States 
Bank  as  the  antagonist  of  the  Independent  Treasu- 
ry, the  decision  of  the  people  will  m  all  probability 
be  against  the  former.  Then,  and  not  till  then, 
shall  we  hav»  the  true  issue,  and  the  true  result. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  ro  e  and  said:  Mr.  Presi- 
dknt:— I  cannot  deny,  wh«n  I  read  the  resolu- 
tion in  the  mornings  paper,  which  had  been  of- 
fered on  yesterday  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
that  I  was  somewhat  surprised.  I  little  anticipated 
any  such  movement  during  this  short  session  of 
Congress.  I  bad  supposed  that  the  repeal  of  the 
Independent  Tieassury  act  wautd  be  attempted  un- 
der the  next  Administration,  but  I  had  not  even 
i ma »ined  that  it  would  then  be  urged  without  pre- 
sentirg  some  substitute;  and  I  must  confess  that  I 
did  not  look  for  such  a  proposition  from  any  quar-* 
ter  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  Adminis- 
tration. It  is,  however,  before  us;  and  it  presents 
a  distinct  question.  The  resolution  proposes  to  in- 
struct the  Committee  on  Finance  to  report  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  immediate  repeal  of  (he  Sub-Trea- 
sury act;  it  is  presented  to  the  same  Senate;  it  pro- 
poses to  bring  the  subject  before  the  very  Congress 
which,  but  a  few  months  past,  enacted  this  very 
measure.  Sir,  I  could  not  have  believed  that 
any  member  of  this  body  would  urge  upm  the  Se- 
nate the  repeal  of  this  measure  wh'ch  had  been 
adopted  after  so  much  debate,  after  so  much  reflec- 
tion, and  after  so  much  consideration.  But,  I 
again  say,  that  the  proposition  has  been  present- 
ed; let  us  now  meet  it  manfully,  and  with  a 
determination  to  review  the  whole  ground.  I  can- 
not say,  with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
that  I  regret  that  this  proposition  has  been  brought 
forward.  I  can  say  that  I  did  not  anticipate  it.  I 
can  assure  the  Senator  from  Kentuckv,  before  us 
as  it  is,  it  canno?  silently  be  disponed  of.  It  mest, 
and  I  trust  it  will,  be  debated,  and  fu!ly  debated. 
L?t  the  whole  ground  which  has  heretofore  been 
occupied  in  argument,  be  re-eiamined;  and  Jet  it 
be  made  to  appear,  if  it  can  be,  that  our  positions 
are  untenable,  and  that  our  arguments  are  falla- 
ci  >us,  and  that  the  measure  itself  ought  fo  be  aban- 
doned. If  all  that  can  be  shown,  then,  for  one,  I 
shall  be  prepared  to  vole  for  its  repeal;  but  until 
that  can  be  done,  I  will  sustain  the  measure,  essen- 
tially connected,  as  I  believe  it  to  be,  with  the  best 


interests  of  the  country,  with  wb«u  little  ability  I 
possess.  What  are  the  reasons,  Mr.  Preaafeat, 
which  have  induced  the  honorable  fttnator  from 
Kentucky  to  offer  bis  resolution?  He  says  that 
the  result  of  the  late  election  is  an  exprnsiott  of 
the  deliberate  judgment  of  the  i^crlcah  floosie 
in  relation  to  ihisr^j^fe.  That  they  hive  spoken, 
in  language  loo  plain  io  be  misunderstood, 
their  utter  condemnation  of  this  Sob  Treasury 
system.  That  they  have  demanded  at  our  hands 
in  immediate  repeal.  Sir,  I  utterly  deny  the  fad, 
and  I  Maud  here  saying  that  no  man  has  the  right 
to  make  any  such  deductions  from  the  result  of  the 
recent  Presidential  election.  The  declaration  ia 
unwarranted,  in  my  judgment, from  the  fact)  known 
to  have  existed  during  that  canvass.  What  right 
has  the  Senator  to  say  that  any  such  i»ue  was 
made  up  before  the  American  people?  Where  h 
the  evidence  of  it?  Who  ever  heard  from  the  party 
newspapers  of  the  day,  that  the  new  dynasty  in- 
tended a  repeal  of  the  Hub-Treasury  >  and  that  an 
appeal  was  ever  made  to  the  people,  torging  tipon 
them  the  propriety  of  changing  the  present  Admi- 
nistration, so  as  effectually  to  put  down  "this  bill 
of  abominations,"  as  they  were  pleated  to  calf  it. 
Others  may  have  seen  such  avowals,  but  if  they 
existed,  they  wholly  escaped  my  observation.  No 
declaration  was  made  by  the  great  Convention  at 
Harrisburg  against  this  8ub-Treasuiw  pohcy,  wmca 
had  been  in  operation  for  years  before.  No  such 
manifesto  has  been  published  sihee  bv  any  conven 
tion  opposed  to  the  piesent  Administration.  This 
mas  not  the  issue  made  up  before  the  American 
people. 

It  may  have  been  intended— it  was  certainly  not 
avowed— and  until  ibis  resolution  was  offered,  who 
has  ever  heard  that  it  w»s  the  purpose  of  the  Oppo- 
sition to  bring  about  a  repeal  of  the  Sub-Treasnryv 
without,  at  the  same  time,  presenting  some  other 
measure  in  its  stead? 

Mr.  President)  I  well  recollect  that  soon  afterthe 
Convention  at  Harrisburg,  and  just  befoie  the 
spring  elections  in  Virginia,  a  document  was  sent 
forth  under  the  authority  of  an  executive  commit- 
tee. And  was  the  Administration  assailed  in  that 
document  for  its  Independent  Treasury  operations? 
No,  sir;  the  Administration  was  attacked  for  its 
alleged  wastefulness,  its  profligacy  and  corruption, 
in  relation  to  the  public  expenditures.  It  was  at- 
tacked for  at  em pting  to  pal  ia  upon  the  country  a 
standing  army  of  two  hundred  thousand  mititja.  It 
was  the  expenses  of  the  Administration,  and  Mr. 
Pom  en's  militia  report,  wh:ch  constituted  the 
grounds  of  attack  in  the  document  to  which  I  have 
referred;  and  they  constituted  the  great  bur- 
den of  the  Opposition  song  in  my  country, 
from  the  close  of  the  late  session  of  Congress, 
unt.l  the  day  of  election.  Had  the  direct  proposi- 
tion been  submitted  to  the  American  people,  MWiii 
you  continue  the  Independent  Trtasnry  system  as 
it  is,  or  will  you  go  back  to  the  State  bank  depoaite 
system  as  it  was  in  18361"  what  think  yoo,  sir, 
would  have  been  their  decision?  For  one,  I  enter- 
tain no  doubt,  if  the  people  could  have  been  left  to 
the  exercise" of  their  sober  judgement,  that- they 
would  have  returned  a  clear  verdict  m  favor  of 
this  great  measure  of  the  present  Administration. 
And  just  ?o  Wt  uld  it  have  been  had  the  question 
been  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  or  a  continuance 
of  the  present  system.  But  ho  such  issue  was 
made,  and,  of  consequence,  no  such  decision  baa 
been  given  as  has  been  alleged.  No  such  infer- 
ence can  fairly  be  drawn  from  the  result  of  the  late 
election. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  snys,  unless  the  re- 
peal of  this  act  now  takes  place,  tha»,  as  toon  as  a 
Congress  cm  be  assembled  after  the  4'h  of  March 
next,  they  will  not  fail  to  accomplish  the  work. 
Be  it  so.  I  rejoice  at  this  distinct  declaration 
of  the  Senator,  I  did  not  believe  that  it  would 
even  be  attempted  without  going  farther.  The 
declaration  of  hostility  to  this  great  measure  hat 
gone  forth,  and  I  rejoice ,  at  it;  and  time  will  show 
whether  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  is  right  in  his 
calculations  as  to  the  state  of  popular  opinion— of 
public  sentiment  with  refereno*  to  this  measure. 
In  my  own  State,  I  know  foil  welt  that  it  is  held  in 
high  commendation;  and-  if  it  be  true,**  alleged, 
that  the  result  pf  the  late  elections  is  to  be  regard- 
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ert  as  «  test  of  the  pepu'arity  of  this  measure,,  the 
Boater  himself  will,  and  mtut  admit,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  New  Hampshire  hare  expressed  a  most 
tiadoabied'  opinion  in  its  favor,  for  the  majo- 
rity in  feat  State,  friendly  to  this  Administration,  is 
one  hamdred  per  cent,  greatef  now  (ban  it  was  at 
the  Jeet  contested  election  in  163& 

I  cannot  doubt,  no  member  of  this  Senate,  no 
citizen  of  this  country,  has  a  right  to  doubt,  that 
the  Independent  Treasury  aft  which  passed  at  the 
jart  session  of  Congress,  and  which  is  now  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  In  successful  operation,  is  to 
be  made  the  subject  of  attack  by  the  next  adminis- 
tration. This  purpose  is  avowed  distinctly  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky.  And  although  'we  are 
without  any  official  promulgation  of  this  intent 
from  him  who  has  been  elected  to  preside  over  this 
nation,  yet  it  comes,  to  us  in  no  questionable  shape. 
It  is  avowed  by  the  very  man  whom  the  President 
elect  has  recently  declared  (if  I  read  the  journals 
of  the  times  correctly)  is  more  worthy  of  the  place 
than  him  elf .  It  is,  therefore,  fair  to  infer  that  the 
Senator  speaks  like  one  having  authority.  I  shall 
not  be  here;  hut  able  and  efficient  friends  will  be 
ready  to  take  care  of  this  great  measure.  Let  all 
prepare  for  the  contest.  Then*  and  not  till  then* 
will  this  battle  be  fought  with  any  prospect  of  sue 
cess.  lue  present  movement  cannot  succeed,  in 
my  judgment. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  says  that  tbere  is 
no  practical  difference  in  the  management  of  our 
fiscal  concerns  under  the  bub-Treasury  system, 
and  under  that  system  which  existed  anterior  to 
the  coming  in  of  this  Administration.  It  may  be 
so;  but,  if  the  fact  be  as  stated,  those  charged  wish 
the  execution  of  the  law  are  greatly  in  fault,  and 
should  be  held  answerable  for  any  departure  from 
the  line  of  their  official  duty.  But,  sir,  I  greatly  mis- 
take the  sequel  of  the  times— I  greatly  misjudge  the 
indications  of  popular  feeling,  if  there  is  not  an 
increasing  sentiment  favorable  to  this  Sub-Trcasmy 
policy.  And  if  the  new  Administration  design  no- 
thing more  than  the  repeal  of  this  measure,  their 
anticipated  security  in  the  confidence  and  support  of 
the  community  will  fail  them.  The  Senator  has 
appealed  to  me  for  information  as  to  the  manner  of 
executing  this  Treasury  scheme.  Mr.  President,  I 
may  not  hve  quite  as  remote  from  one  of  these  Re- 
ceivers General  as  the  Senator  himself,  and,  unlike 
him,  I  have  no  wfch  to  live  more  remote.  One 
thing  I  betieie  as  much  as  I  believe  in  my  exist- 
ence—that he  who  is  charged  with  the  execution  of 
this  act  at  Boston  does  not  disregard  its  provisions 
in  practice.  I  know  him  well:  and,  knowing  him 
aa  1  do,  I  should  be  slow  to  believe  that  the  Re- 
ceiver General  at  that  point  fails  to  carry  into  full 
effect  the  letter  of  the  Independent  Treasury  act. 
If  he  does,  sir,  I  can  assure  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky the  fact  is  unknown  to  me.  The  known 
fidelity  of  that  officer  is  a  sure  guarantee 
that  his  whole  duty  will  be  performed. 
-The  Senator  from  Kenticky  has  seen  fit 
to  allude  to  a  recent  election  in  my  o*n  State- 
why,  or  wherefore,  I  cannot  •  tell.  Its  connection 
with  the  question  before  us  I  do  not  readily  discover. 
What  it  has  to  do  with  the  adoption  of  his  resolu- 
tion I  am  unable  to  fcc.  Bur,  sir,  if  the  Senator 
has  adverted  to  that  occurrence— to  the  result  of 
that  election— in  the  bi  lief  that  it  has  led  toaoy  in- 
terruption of  the  friendly  relations  which  have 
hiaerto  existed  between  the  distinguished  individual 
who  now  presides  over  the  fiscal  department  of  our 
Government  and  myself,  he  is  entirely  mistaken.  He 
basspokenW  my  readiness  on  all  occasions  to  defend 
that  officer  and  his  measures— and  he  has  been 
pleased  to  add  that  I  have  defended  hi  en  "with  great 
ability  and  with  great  eloquence."  8ir,  it  has  been 
my  fortune,  since  1  have  been  a  member  of  this  Se- 
nate, to  hear  attacks  frequently  made  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  the  Senator  and  his 
friends.  Against  there  attacks  I  have  defended 
him,  and  successfully  defended  him  ;  but  my  suc- 
cess was  to  be  attribu'ed  to  the  merit  of  the  de- 
fence, and  not  to  any  particular  ability 
of  bis  defender.  It  is  true  that,  for  a  long  time, 
there  has  been  kept  op  an  unreserved  intimacy 
between  that  offcer  and  mysel ;  and  a  more  faith- 
ful, intelligent,  and  industrious  officer*  baa  not  been 
connected  with  the  Government  during  its  continu- 


ance. The  administration  of  the  department 
over  which  be  ha*  so  long  and  so  ably  presided 
in  the  worst  of  times;  the  difficulties  and  discou- 
ragement which  he  has  experienced  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  official  duties,  and  which  he  has  so 
triumphantly  overcome;  the  present  state  and 
condition  of  that  Department,  show  to  the  world 
that  the  attacks  which  have  been  so  gratuitously 
made  upon  that  officer,  are  without  foundation. 
It  is  true,  sir,  that  an  election  has  recently  beea 
made  by  the  Legislature  of  our  native  Siate,  and 
that  election  has  resulted  in  eleva'ing  to  the  office 
of  United  States  Senator  the  individual  to  whom  I 
have  referred.  The  people  of  my  State  had  given 
a  triumphant  vote  in  favor  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  ad- 
ministration. That  administration  bad  been  defeated 
by  the  decision  of  the  American  people-  No  man  had 
been  more  devoted  to,  or  identified  with,  the  Admi- 
nistration, than  the  individual  now  at  the  head  of 
the  Treasury  Department.  No  man  in  the  coun- 
try is  better  prepared  to  defend  the  measures  and 
to  carry  out  the  policy  of  that  Administration  than 
the  Secretary  himself.  And  from  the  avowal 
which  has  been  made  on  this  floor  this  day,  it  must 
be  matter  of  gratuUtion  and  pride  to  the  people  of 
my  own  State  and  of  the  country,  that  be  will  be 
here  ready  to  mcrt  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
face  to  face,  in  defending  bis  favorite  measure 
against  the  assaults  of  it*  enemies.  Sir,  I  have  no 
caute  to  complain,  neither  of  the  tuccessful  candi- 
date nor  of  my  own  people.  I  know  full  well  the 
considerations  which  induced  the  result — considera- 
tion* honorable  to  my  own  State  and  satisfactory  to 
my ?elf.  And  if  I  should  never  discover  any  other 
evidence  of  the  ingratitude  of  the  Secretary,  or  of 
the  defection  of  my  own  people,  I  should  not  be 
disturbed  by  any  private  griefs.  The  Senator  will 
find  it  somewhat  difficult  to  satisfy  my  mind  that  I 
have  been  defeated  by  my  friends,  and  (hat  the  re- 
sult of  that  election  has  trnded,  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree, to  lessen  me  in  the  estimation  of  ihe  people  of 
my  native  State. 

Mr.  ALLEN  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion, by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "resolved," 
and  insert  the  following: 

**Tbat  the  financial  policy  established  at  the  origin 
of  this  Government,  by  the  first  acts  of  its  legisla- 
tion, and  especially  by  the  30th  section  of  the  'Act 
to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties,  &c»  approved 
by  President  Washington,  July  31st,  1789,  and  by 
the  4th  section  of  the  'Act  to  establish  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  Ac.'  approved  by  President 
Washington,  September  2 ',  1789,  was  in  strict  con- 
formity to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Consti- 
tution. 

llRe$olvtd,  That,  by  a  long  series  of  subsequent 
acts  tending  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  public 
welfare,  that  policy  had  been  departed  from,  and 
was,  by  the  *Act  to  provide  for  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping, transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
revenue,1  approved  by  President  Van  Buren,  July 
4, 1840,  fully  restored,  and  ought  to  be  adhered  to; 
and  therefore 

"Renlved,  That  the  Government  ought  to  collect 
no  mofe  taxes  from  the  people,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  than  are  absolutely  necessary  to  an 
economical  administration  of  its  affairs. 

"Resolved,  That  the  taxes  paid  by  the  people 
ought  not  to  be  lent  out  by  the  Government  to  in- 
dividuals or  to  corporations. 

*•  Kesclvtd,  That  the  taxes  so  paid  by  the  people 
ought  hot  to  be  placed  by  the  Government  in  the 
custody  of  agents  who  are  not  made  by  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  laws  responsible  to  the  people. 

"Resolved,  That  in  the  transaction  of  its  own  af- 
fairs, the  Government  ought  to  receive  and  to  ten- 
der in  payment  as  money,  nothing  but  that  which 
is  made  a  legal  tender  by  the  Constitution." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  resolution 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  substitute  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  December  15, 1840. 
After  the  journal  bad  been  read, 
Mr.  JONES,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  on  leave  introduced  a  bill  making  an  ap- 
propriation in  part  for  the  support  of  Government 


for  tbe  year  1841;  which  was  read  twice  and  refer- 
red to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of 
the  Union.  - 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  tbe  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Brigos  in  the  Chair,  and 
took  up  tbe  above  bill. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  he  had  occasion,  a  few  days 
ago,  to  occompany  a  friend— a  messenger  from  one 
of  the  electoral  colleges— to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, who  went  there  to  fettle  his  accounts,  as  pro- 
vided for  under  a  regulation  of  Congress.  JIIs 
friend  was  informed  by  the  First  Auditor  that  np 
pay  meat  could  be  made  until  an  appropriation 
should  be  made  by  Congress.  Mr.  C.  would  in* 
qaire  whether  now  would  not  be  the  time  to  make 
an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  this  object. 

Mr.  J.  W .  JONES  said  he  had  had  no  interview 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject 
He  could  not  see  why  any  portion  of  the  amount 
could  be  appropriated  to  that  object;  the  subjects 
mentioned  in  the  bill  being  wholly  distinct. 

Mr.  CUSHING  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  thereto  an  additional  section  providing  for 
the  payment  of  the  messengers  who  may  convey  to 
the  seat  of  Government  the  electoral  votes  given  in 
tbe  several  Suites  for  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  J.  W.  JONES  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  whether  it  would  not  be  propef 
to  have  the  amount  specified  in  the  detailed  state- 
ments furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury, 
at  $12,000,  in  place  of  $21,000,  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  bringing  to  the  seat  of  Government  the 
votes  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  CUSHING  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  amendment  to 
the  bill,  it  was  agreed  to,  without  a  count. 

Mr.  JONES,  in  reply  to  an  objection  made  by 
Mr.  Stimly  to  the  item  of  $100,000  for  stationery, 
remarked  that  the  committee,  infilling  up  the  blank 
with  the  sum  in  question,  had  not  inserted  tbe  whole 
amount  estimated  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House, 
which  was  $150,000.  They  therefore  imagined 
there  would  be  no  difficulty,  at  this  period  of  the 
session,  in  obtaining  an  appropriation  of  $100,000 
for  that  object,  being  but  one-half  the  amount  ap- 
propriated at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  more 
especially  as  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House  was 
new  entirely  exhausted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  the  committee  then  rose,  and 
reported  the  bill,  as  amended,  to  tbe  House. 

The  amendment  was  then  concurred  in,  and  tbe 
bil1,  as  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  an  error  he  had  discovered  in  document  No.  3, 
being  the  annual  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  Treasury.  He  was  desirous  that 
the  error  should  be  corrected  before  the  copies' or- 
dered by  the  House  should  be  printed. 

After  some  debate,  of  a  desultory  character,  as 
to  whether  ihe  error  originated  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment or  with  the  printer,  the  Clerk  was  direct- 
ed to  have  the  proper  correction  made. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN,  at  his  request,  was  excused 
from  acting  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

Mr.  HAND,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given  on 
Thursday  last,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tion, and  to  repeal  all  acts  heretofore  passed  on  that 
sul\jec»;  which  wasjread  twice. 

Mr.  H.  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  printed. 

And  the  question  being  first  on  tbe  reference, 

Mr.  BARNARD  demanded  tbe  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and^being  taken,  were,  yeas 
96,  nays  99. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  Anderson,  Ather- 
ton,  Banks,  Beirne,  Blackwell,  Brewster,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Carr,  Casey,  Chapman; 
Clifford,  Connor,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  William  R. 
Cooper,  Craig,  Crary,  Cross,  Dana,  Davee,  John 
Davis,  Dickerson,  Doan,  Doig,  Duncan,  Eafl,  Btst- 
man,  Ely,  Fine,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Fornance,  Gal- 
braith,  Gerry,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hand,  John 
Hastings,  Micajah  T.  Hawkins,  John  Hill  of  N.  C. 
Hook,  David  Hubbard,  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
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Gave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones, 
Keim.Kille,  Lead  better,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lowell, 
Lucas,  McClellan,  McCuIIocb,  Mallory,  Mar- 
chand,  Medill,  Montaoya,  Montgomery,  Samuel 
W.  Morris,  Newhard,  Parmanter,  Parris,  Paynter, 
Petrikin,  Pickens,  Premise,  Reynolds,  Rive?,  Ed- 
ward Rogers,  Ryall,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Albert  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather,  Strong, 
Sumter,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  Taylor,  Philip  P. 
Thomas,  Turney,  Vanderpoel,  Vroom,  David  D. 
Wagener,  Watterson,  Weller,  Wick,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  Henry  Williams,  and  Worthing* on— 96. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford.  Jehu  W.  Allen, 
Andrews,  Baker, Barnard,  Bell,  Boardrnai,  Briggs, 
Brockway,  Sampson  H.  B  a  tier,  William  0.  But- 
ler, Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carroll,  Car- 
ter, Chinn,  Chittenden*  Clark,  James  Cooper, 
Crabh,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cashing,  John 
W.  Davis,  Garret  Davis,  Dawson,  Dennfr,  Deliet, 
Edward,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Fletcher,  Gar- 
land, Gentry,  Giddings,  Gopgin,  Goode,  Graham, 
Granger.  Grinnell,  Habersham,  Hall,  William  S. 
Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Hoffman,  Hopkins, 
Hiram  P.  Hnnt,  Francis  James,  Charle?.  Johnston, 
Kempshall,  .Lane,  Lincoln,  McCarty,  McClare, 
McKay,  Marvin,  Mason,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Mor- 
row, Naylor,  Nisbet,  Ogl*,  Osborne^  Palen,  Peck, 
Pope,  Randall,  Randolph,  Rariden,  Kayuer,  Reed, 
Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Shepaxd,  Simonton, 
Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Taliaferro, 
Waddy  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Til  ling- 
hast,  Toland,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  John  White, 
Thomas  W.  Williamr,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Winlbrop,aad 
Wise— 99. 

S3  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  moved  a  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  as  the  more  appro- 
priate committee  for  so  important  a  subject. 

Mr.  BEATTY  was  al*o  of  opinion  thit  a  bill 
affecting  the  interests  of  so  great  a  portion  of  the 
community,  onght  to  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

The  question  being  then  pat,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  so  referred. 

The  question  then  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
print,  it  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  it  was 

Rt$olvedj  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  what  machines,  tools,  or 
implements,  if  any,  belonging  to  the  TJniied  States, 
or  used  in  the  construction  or  repair  of  the  harbors 
or  piers,  or  other  public  works  on  the  great  North- 
ern or  Western  lakes,  or  the  waters  connected 
therewith,  have  been  sold  since  the  first  day  of 
January,  1840;  and  the  cost  of  such  machine?, 
implements,  and  tools,  respectively,  and  the  price 
for  which  they  were  respectively  ?o!da  and  the  au- 
thority by  which  such  sales  were  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARRIS,  the  House  then 
proceeded  to  execute  the  order  of  Tuesday  last 
for  the  election  of  Chaplain. 

Mr.  PARRIS  nominated  the  Rev.  Thos.  C. 
Bbaxton. 

Mr.  CRAIG  nominated  the  Rev.  L.  R.  Reese. 

Mr.  HAND  nominated  the  Rev.  Joshua  Bates. 

Mr.  BARNARD  nominated  the  Re?.  J.  N. 
Danforth. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Connecticut  nominated  the 
Rev.  Pxtkr  H-  Shaw. 

Mr.  N.  JONES  nominated  the  Rev.  0.  B. 
BaowM. 

Messrs.  Parris,  Craig,  and  HAND,were  appointed 
tellers. 

Whole  number  of  voles  given,  186 

Necessary  to  a  choice,  94 

Mr.  Braxton  received,  76 

Bates  «•  61 

i  >  Rkese  "  30 

;  Danforth     "  14 

l         ,       Shaw  "  4 

Brown         "  1 

|      There  being  no  choice, 

H     Mr.  BARNARD  withdrew  the  name   of  Mr. 
\  Danforth. 

v.   Mr.  MONROE  moved   that  the  rule  be  sus- 
ipended,  and  that  the  Home  vote  by  ballot. 
f     But  objection  being  made, 
p    Mr.  M.  withdrew  bis  motion. 


The  House  again  proceeded  to  vote  for  the  election 
of  a  Chaplain: 

Whole  number  of  votes  given  170 

Necessary  to  a  choice  86 

Mr.  Braxton  received  101 

Bates        "  53 

Reese        "  16 

Mr.  Braxton  having  received  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  given,  was  declared  duly  elected. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  gave  no' ice  that  he  would,  on 
to-morrow,  or  some  subsequent  day  of  the  session, 
inti educe  a  bill  fixing  upon  a  particular  day  for 
choo.<iog  electors  for  President  and  Vice  President 
throughout  the  several  States  in  the  Union,  and 
also  upon  a  day  for  holding  elections  for  mem- 
bers qjf  the  Hooae  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  REED,  the  President's  mes- 
sage relative  to  the  Navy  Pension  fund,  (submit- 
ted several  days  since)  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
to-morrow,  of  on  some  subsequent  day,  when  it 
should  be  order,  ask  leave  of  the  House  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  State  of  Tennesscee  to  issue  grants  and 
perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and 
to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropri- 
ated lands  within  the  same,"  parsed  18.D  Apiil, 
1806. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing commurrcations: 

1.  From  tbe  Treasury  Department,  transmitting 
copies  of  the  Treasurer's  accounts  for  the  first,  se- 
cond, and  third  quarters  of  the  year  1839. 

2.  From  the  Treasury  Deyartment,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  accounts  which  have  remained 
unsettled,  or  on  which  balances  appear  to  hare 
been  due  more  than  three  years  prior  to  the  30ih 
S  ptember,  1840,  on  the  book*  of  the  Four.h  Au- 
ditor of  the  Treasury. 

3.  From  the  War  Department,  in  compliance 
with  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  on  the  7ih 
of  July,  in  the  following  words:  "Resolved,  That 
the  Secretary  of  War  report  to  th's  House,  on  the 
first  day. of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the 
amount  of  expenditure  in  suppressing  Indian  hosti- 
lities in  Florida,  showing  distinctly  the  various 
items  of  expenditure." 

4.  From  the  Treasury  Department,  in  obedience 
to  the  8ih  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United 
States,"  approved  2d  March,  1831. 

5.  From  the  War  Department,  transmitting  state- 
ments of  the  expenditures  of  (he  contingent  fund  of 
the  War  Department,  and  offices  and  bureaus  at- 
tached thereto,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30ih 
of  September  last. 

6.  From  the  Treasury  Department,'  transmitting 
a  report  made  by  Professor  Hassler,  mperintend- 
ent  of  *he  coast  survey,  and  of  the  work  for  the  fa- 
brication of  standard  weights  and  measures,  show- 
ing the  progress  made  during  the  present  year  in 
those  works  respectively. 

7.  From  the  Treasury  Department,  transmitting 
the  statement  of  expenditures  for  contingencies  of 
that  Department,  and  tbe  several  offices  attached 
thereto,  for  the  year  ending  September  last. 

Ail  of  which  communications  were  severally  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

8.  An  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1839. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Revived,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be  au- 
thorized to  employ  a  clerk  at  the  rate  of  %A  for 
each  day '&  service,  under  the  appointment  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  proposed  to  amend 
the  resolution  bj  adding  the  following: 

"And  that  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia be  also  allowed  a  clerk,  when  said  commit- 
tee m&y  think  one  necessary,  at  the  same  price 
per  diem." 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment, and  lost. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nay?;  which  were  ordered,  and  resulted— yeas  80, 
nays  65. 


YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  A 1  ford,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Andrews,  Banks,  Bell,  Boaruman,  Brookway, 
William  O.  Butler,  Calhoun,  Carroll,  Chinn,  Chit- 
tenden, James  Cooper,  Maw  A.  Cooper,  Cranston* 
Crockett,  Cushing,  Dana,  Davee,  John  W.  Davis, 
Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deliet,  Doig,  Everett,  Fill- 
more, Fisher,  Galbraith,  Giddings,  Goode,  Gran- 
ger, Grinnell,  Habersham,  Hal»>  Hand,  Wm.  8. 
Hastings,  Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North 
Carolina,  Hunt,  Charles  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Wm.  Cost  Johnvon,  Kemble,  Kempshall,  Leonard, 
Lincoln,  McCarty,  McClure,  Mallory,  Monroe, 
Morgan,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Randall,  Jos.  P.  Ran- 
dolph, Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  SaUonstall,  She* 
pard,  Simonton,  Slade,  Albert  Smith,  Truman 
Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast,  Toland,  Trumbull,  John  White, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  WUIiama,  Wintbrop, 
and  Wire— 80. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Baker,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Blackwell,  Aaron  V.Brown,  Sampson  H. 
Buler,  Carr,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Connor, 
Crabb,  Craig,  John  Davis,  D>an,  Dnncan,  Earl, 
Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,  Garland,  Gerry,  Griffin, 
Hawkins,  Hillen,  Hopkins,  Jackson,  Jameson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Keim,  Kille,  Lane,  LeadbeUer, 
McClellan,  McKay,  Marchand,  Medill,  Mil'er, 
Montanya,  Mon'gemery,  Newhard,  Parmenter, 
Paynter,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Prentiss,  Reynolds, 
Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  Shaw,  John  Smith,  Strong, 
Sumter,  Taylor,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, Turney,  Vanderpoel,  Vroom,  D.  D.  Wagener, 
Watterson,  Weller,  Henry  Williams,  and  Lewis 
Williams— 65. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT, 

Rtntotd,  That  the  P<  stmaster  General  be  direct- 
ed to  lay  teftre  the  House  a  li>t  of  all  ourtailments 
in  i he  transportation  of  the  mail,  made  since  the 
adjournment  of  Congress,  wilh  the  date  when  such 
curtailments  were  made,  and  the  time  when  they 
took  effect;  and  the  amcunt  of  the  redaction  of  the 
compensation  on  each. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TILLINGHAST, 

Retclped  by  th:  Hvuetcf  Representation,  (ike  Se- 
nate concurring,)  Thit  a  Joint  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed, to  consist  of  three  members  of  the  Bouse, 
and  such  a  number  of  the  Senate  as  may  by  the 
Senate  be  appointed,  to  direct  the  expenditure  of 
money  appropriated  to  the  Library  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  it  was 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Elections  be  di- 
rected to  prepare  and  report  to  this  House  a  bill 
prescribing  the  notice  to  be  given  by  the  claimant, 
in  case  of  a  contested  election,  and  regulating  the 
manner  of  taking  testimony  therein,  and  authenti- 
cating the  same. 

Mr.  ADAMS  offered  the  following  resolution: 

RtioUtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this 
House,  to  far  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  pub- 
lic interest,  copies  of  all  documents  in  the  Depart- 
ment  of  State,  showin?  the  origin  of  any  political 
relations  between  the  United  States  and  the  empire 
of  China— the  first  appointment  of  a  consul  to  re- 
side at  or  near  Canton— whether  such  consul,  or 
any  other  subsequently  appointed,  has  ever  been 
received  or  recognised  in  that  capacity,  and  the 
present  relations  between  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  that  of  tbe  Celestial  Empire, 

This  resolution  was  read;  but,  before  any  ques- 
tion had  been  put  thereon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON, 

The  Home  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  Dfcember  16,  1840. 

The  Hon.  R.  M  JOHNSON,  President  of  tbe 
Senate,  Mr.  MOUTON,  and  Mr.  PHELPS,  ap- 
peared io  their  places  this  morning.  - 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  the  report 
of  a  hoard  of  officers  appointed  in  accordance  with 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  examination  of 
Colt's  fire-arms;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  Se- 
nate so  far  as  to  enable  him  to  make  a  motion  pre- 
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virastotHe  presentation  of  petitions*  Ad  appro- 
priation bi  1  vac  received  from  the  House  yester- 
day ,  containing,  among  osher  items,  an  appropria- 
te for  the  payment  of  the  special  messenger*  that 
in  daily  arriving  with  &e  votes  of  the  electoral 
colleges  of  the  respective  States.  He  hoped  that 
Ike  bill  would  be  now  taken  op  with  a  view  to  its 
leferenoe. 

The  proposition  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  in  part  for  the  support  of  the 
Gorrramect  for  the  year  1841  was  taken  up,  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
■ittee  on  Piaance. 

Oa  notion  by  Mr.  ROANE,  the  petiiioo  and  pa- 
pers of  Richard  Harris,  now  on  file,  were  referred 
lo  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  KINO  presented  a  joint  memorial  of  the 
Genual  Assembly  of  ibe  Sate  of  Alabama,  asking 
for  the  establishment  of  an  additional  land  district 
■  that  8ute  in  The  section  acquired  from  the  Cne- 
jakees;  which  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  K.  also  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
ef  Citizens  of  Alabama,  praying  permission  to  en- 
ter a  section  of  land  for  school  purposes,  in  lieu  of 
aae  which  is  covered  by  an  Indian  reservation; 
•kick  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Uads 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  additional  do- 
mments  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Colin  Bishop; 
Which  was  refe  red  to  the  Committee  on  tbe  Post 
Oftke  and  Post  Roads, 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
af  the  citizens  of  Cook,  Dupage,  and  Kane-  coun- 
ties;  and  the  petition  oi  a  number  of  the  citizens  of 

tke,  McHenry,  and  Winnebago  counties,  in  the 
le  of  Illinois,  prayicg  for  the  establishment  of 
bail  routes;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
M  the  Post  Office  and  Pest  Roads. 
iMr.  MERRICK  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
nuea;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
■aval  Affairs. 

;  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  the  petition 
i  Ztdock  Smith-,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
■Htf  e  on  Ciairns. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  the  documents  now  on 
t  m  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Madame 
r  Lussrr;  and  the  petition  and  papers  of  Albin 
tiekeJ,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
awi  Claims. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  WHITE,  the  petition  and 
pera  of  Hannah  Ltghtfoot  was  referred  lo  the 
ammiitec  oo  Pensions. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  ROANE,  the  petition  of 
chard  Harris,  now  on  file,  were  referred  lo  the 
knmiuee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  YOUNG  gave  notice  that,  tomorrow,  he 
paid  ask  lemwe  to  introduce 
A  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  patent  to  Jo- 
in Compo; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Compo;  and 
"  bill  for  tiae  relief  of  Francis  Laventnre,  Ebe- 
m  Child*,  and  Linus  Thompson. 
~  .  8EVIER,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
.  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce 
bill  to  authorize  roe  Legislature  of  the  State 
to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropri- 
for  the  uie  of  schools  in  thai  State;  which  was 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
ie  Lands; 

bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Benjamin  Murphy;  and 
bill  (or  the  relief  of  R  chard  T.  Bank*; 
jch  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred  to  tbe 
mittee  on  Indian  Affair; 
bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  "An  set  to  ena- 
daimants  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  Missouri 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceed- 
to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,"  approved 
"   h  of  May,   1824,  and  an  act  amendiog  tbe 
and  extending  the  provisions  of  said  act  lo 
lots  to  lands  within  the  S  atcs  of   Louisiana 
Mississippi;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 

Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims;  and 
kill  makin-  appropriations  for  the  rcmov&l  of 
'  in  Red  River;  which  was  read  twic,  and 

to  in*  Committee  on  Commerce.  - 

ANDERSON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 

'  and' obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 

aa  act  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 

oi  Tennessee  to  issue  grunts  and  perfect  titles 


to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the 
claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  with- 
in the  same,"  passed  the  18ih  day  of  April,  1806; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee en  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MERRICC,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  ihe  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Francis  Newman; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  KING  gave  notice  that  to  morrow  be  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of  Mobile ;  and 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  certain  railroads  therein 
named. 

Mr.  FULTON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  cb'ained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  per- 
fect the  titles  to  lands  south  of  the  Arkansas  river, 
held  under  the  New  Madrid  locations,  and  pre- 
emption rights  under  the  act  of  1814;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands;  and 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  William  A.  Dixoo. 

Mr.  RUQGLES,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tfee,  a*ked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Keller  and  Henry 
Stone;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  joint  resolution  proposing  an  amend- - 
ment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  S'ate«,  li- 
miting the  President  of  the  United  States  to  one 
term;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  in  pursuance  of  previ- 
ous notice,  ask-d  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Selma  and  Tennessee 
Railroad  Company;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tier,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
authorizing  the  payment  of  invalid  pensions  in  cef- 
tain  cases;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Commitfe  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions in  part  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  1841,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

At  Mr.  W's  suggestion,  the  bill  was,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  read  a  second  and  third  time,  and 
parsed. 

Mr.  SMITH  oi  Indians,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany  Rail- 
road Company  to  enter  on  a  credit  a  qua ntit/  of 
land,  to  aid  the  company  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  New  Albany,  in  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana, to  Mount  Carmel,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
for  other  purpose?,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  LINN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice. 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  certain  companies  of  Missouri  volunteers; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  L.  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  be  would  ask 
leave  to  introduce  bills  of  tbe  following  lilies: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gregoire  Larpy,  or  his  le- 
gal representatives; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Mrfeuet 
Eslava; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sebastian  Butcher; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  P.  J>  pes; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy; 

A  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph 
Thompson,  sr.  deceased,  to  a  certain  tract  of  land 
in  Missouri; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Pierre  Bonhomme ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Kennedy,  assignee 
of  Cornelius  McCurtm,  and 

A  bill  to  confirm  to  George  Tucker,  his  heirs  oi 
assignees,  a  certain  tract  of  land  iu  Alabama. 

Mr.  STURQ EON,  from  the  Committee  on  Re 
volutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  peti 
lion  upon  tbe  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  oi 
the  representatives  of  John  H.  Stone,  deceased; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WALL!  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 


ciary, to  which  was  referred  a  bill  supplementary 
to  an  act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  to 
land  in  the  town  of  Detroit  and  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, and  for  other  purposes,  reported  the  same  with 
an  amendment. 
Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Rathbone; 
A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  uAn  act  mora 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;11 and 

A  bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  any  foreign 
copper,  gold,  silver,  or  other  coin,  and  to  prevent 
the  bringing  into  the  United  S:ate?,  or  uttering,  any 
counterfeit  foreign  copper,  gold,  silver,  or  other 
coin; 

which  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  PORTER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  certain  companies  of  Michigan  militia, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Miliary  Affairs. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs  to  which  was  refeired 

A  bill  lo  regulate  the  pay  of  pursers  in  the  navy; 
and 

A  bill  to  establish  the  navy  ration; 
severally  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  MERRICK  submitted  iho  following  for  con- 
fiideraaon: 

Rtsoltid,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  statement 
showing  the  quantity  of  public  land  aold  in  each 
year  since  ihe  year  1828,  which  hal  been  in  mar- 
ket subject  to  private  entry  for  the  respective  pe- 
riods of  five,  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  twenij-five  and 
thirty,  or  more  years;  the  amounts  for  which  tbe 
same  has  been  sold;  and  also  showing  in  parallel 
columns  the  quantity  of  public  lands  sold  in  each 
of  said}  ears,  which  had  not  been  subject  to  pri- 
vate entry  for  five  or  more  years,  and  the  amount 
received  for  the  same.  Also,  a  report  showing  the 
total  quantity  of  public  land  ceded  to  each  c  f  the 
respective  States  within  which  they  lie,  for  college.*, 
academies,  schools,  or  other  purposes,  distinguish- 
ing between  the  quantities  of  public  land  so  ceded 
for  each  particular  purpose. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Rewlced,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ex- ' 
tending  the  time  U  r  completing  the  census  in  those 
States  or  Districts  in  which  the  same  has  been  pre- 
vented by  the  prevalence  of  disease,  or  other  un- 
controllable causes. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  wa«  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Kesolotd,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expedency  of  allowing 
lo  James  H.  Relfe  compensation  for  his  services  in 
removing  intruders  from  the  military  reset vation 
attached  to  Fort  Leavenworth. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  tbe  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  coi  sidcred  and  agreed  f>: 

Resoled,  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Tre.*f  ury  be. 
directed  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  communicated 
to  the  Senate,  trbles  of  the  rates  of  exebatge, 
foreign  and  domestic,  and  of  tbe  prices  of  bank 
note*  and  of  specie,  on  or  near  the  first  day  in 
each  month,  at  New  Yoik  and  Philadelphia,  dur- 
ing the  year  1833,  1839,  and  1840;  and  tbathe  ac- 
company the  Fame  wiih  a  synopsis  of  the  rates  of 
exchai  ge,  foreign  aud  domestic,  and  the  prices  of 
bank  nous  and  »pc c.e,  at  New  York  and  Pniladel- 
phia,  in  previous  years,  so  far  as  the  last  can  be 
done  from  the  materials  now  in  tbe  Treasury  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

JtooW,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tending tbe  time,  either  specially  or  generally,  for 
receiving  the  census  returns  for  the  fif  h  census  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  WALL  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
whuh  wtre  considered  and  agreed  to, 

Reaolotd,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  removal  ol  certain  ob- 
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bad  been  reduced  to  tbe  lowest  possible  scale,  and 
yet  tbat  tbey  bad  kept  within  that  scale. 

Bat  there  was  anotbtrremark  on  tbe  sixth  page 
of  tbe  message,  which  he  thought  desejved  a  pass- 
ing notice.  The  President  says,  to  accomplish  the 
great  object  of  keeping  the  expenditures  within  the 
income,  two  things  are  indispensable:  "First,  that 
tbe  action  of  the  Federal  Government  be  kept 
within  the  boundaries  peescribed  by  its  founders." 
Well,  now  he  supposed  that  ibis  duty  of  keeping 
the  action  of  the  Federal  Government  within  the 
bounds  of  tbe  Constitution,  was  an  absolute  duty; 
not  of  terms  and  circumstances,  and  condition:, 
but  always  peremptory —always  mandatory.  What 
was  the  inference  to  be  drawn?  If  they  wished  to 
keep  down  the  expenditures,  and  the  Treasury  was 
low — if  they  wished  then  to  keep  within  the  Con- 
stitution, what  if  it  were  full?  Would  they  transcend 
the  Constitution?  There  was  no  one  limit  to  their 
dnty  in  this  ropect,  whether  the  Treasury  were 
full  or  empty,  they  were  not  to  be  tempted  to  ex- 
ceed tbe  bounds  if  ths  Treasury  were  full — they 
were  not  to  be  deterred  from  coming  up  to  it  by 
an  empty  Treasury. 

Again,  there  was  another  important  omission,  an 
it  struck  him,  in  the  message,  to  which  he  wished 
to  cal(  attention.  Tbe  President  says  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  decrease  in  the  revenue,  uiwe  and  a  half 
millions  of  duties  have  been  relinquished  by  two 
biennial  reductions  under  the  act  of  1833''  Be  it 
so;  but  did  the  President — did  they  not  all  know 
that  there  was  be' ore  them,  within  a  year,  a  much 
greater  rolinqaishme.it — if  that  was  the  proper 
phrase — of  duties  and,  within  a  year  and  a  half,  a 
still  greater,  and  last?  Did  they  not  see,  therefore, 
from  tbe  existence  of  the  debt  already  contracted, 
in  some  form  or  another,  against  the  Government, 
and  from  these  certain  reductions  of  duties — if  the 
law  should  remain  unaltered,  and  nothing  should  be 
done  about  it — did  tbey  not  see  that  a  case  was  be- 
fore the  country  which  would  require  all  the  wis* 
dom  of  Congress,  and  some  effort,  to  enable  it  to 
discharge  a  good  deal  of  its  obligation*?  But  he 
saw  no  recommendation  of  any  increase  of  duties 
on  articles  of  luxury,  auch  as  silks  and  wines,  nor 
any  proposition  in  any  other  way  made  to  provide 
for  these  demands  on  the  Treasury  now  before 
them,  and  some  of  them  near  at  hand.  Here,  then, 
Jhe  result  of  the  whole  is,  that  the  President's  expe- 
rience for  tbe  four  years  of  his  administration  has 
shown  him  tbat  the  revenues  of  the  Government 
are  not  adequate  to  its  expenditures — his 
experience  has  shown  him  the  necessity 
•f  expending  Sevan  millions  a  year  beyond  the  in- 
come; tbat  the  count  iy  is  running  right  into,  the 
jaws  of  debt,  and  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  in- 
creasing tbe  revenue  whatever,  no  means  of  reduc- 
tion pointed  out,  and  yet  (he  message  contains  an 
earnest,  an  ardent,  and  a  general  admonition  not  to 
create  a  public  debt.  Now  he  (Mr.  W*bst£r) 
knew  not,  of  course,  what  was  expected  to  be  done 
to  meet  the  contingencies  which  must  arise,  as  the 
Secretary  says,  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  next 
year,  but  be  supposed  the  suggestion  would  be  fol- 
lowed, authorizing  the  emission  of  Treasury  notes. 
He  (Mr.  Webster)  would  much  have  preferred, 
himself,  that  othtr  provision  sbou'd  have  been 
made;  especially,  as  he  bad  often  said  10  the  Se- 
nate, that  a  tax  should  be  )a>d  on  French  silk*  and 
French  wine?;  bur,  if  no  hing  of  this  sort  were  done, 
the  time  was  earning  when  provision  must  be  made 
from  another  source.  He  hoped  these  liabilities 
would  te  provided  for  fairly  and  fully  during  0?is 
session  of  Congress;  be,  for  one,  should  deprecate, 
as  very  inconvenient  and  expensive,  the  being  dri- 
ven to  an  extra  session  of  Congress,  and  he  hoped 
tho*e  haviug  the  power  at  this  time  would  make 
such  reasonable  provision  as  that  that  necessity 
would  be  obviated. 

fe  Mr.  WRIGHT  said  there  was  a  single  topic 
touched  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and 
but  onr,  on  which  he  desired  funber  information 
before  he  attfmp'rd  the  reply  which  his  remarks 
called  for.  If  it  was  peifecily  agreeable  to  the  Se- 
nator, ihciefore,  he  wishrd  that  the  further  conside- 
.  ration  of  the  subject  might  the  postponed  until  tc- 
moirow.  If,  however,  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
Senate  to  take  the  vote  to-day,  he  would  proceed 
with  bis  remarks. 


Mr.  WEBSTER  and  tbe  Senate  geuerally  ac- 
quiesced in  the  postponement. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN, 
The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wednesday,  December  16,  1840. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read, 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  te 
permit  him  to  call  up  for  cons  deraticn  the  follow* 
ing  resolution,  submitted  by  him  on  last  evening, 
and  on  which,  owing  to  a  simultaneous  motion  to 
adjourn,  no  action  was  had; 

Resolved,  Toat  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this 
House,  so  far  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  public 
interest,  copies  of  all  documents  in  the  Department 
of  State,  showing  the  origin  of  any  political  rela- 
tions between  the  United  States  and  the  empire  of 
China — the  first  appointment  of  a  consul  to  reside 
at  or  near  Canton — whether  soch  consul,  or  any 
oi her  subsequently  appointed,  has  ever  been  re- 
ceived or  recognised  in  that  capacity,  and  the  pre- 
sent relations  between  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  and  that  of  the  Celestial  Empire. 

Objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  not 
considered. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  then  presented  by 

Messrs.  EVANS,  RANDALL,  PARRIS,  and 
CLIFFORD,  of  Ma.ne. 

Me* srs.  EASTMAN  and  ATHERTON,  of  New 
Himp*hire. 

[Mr.  Atherton  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
Perry  for  a  pension;  referred  to  Committee  on  In* 
valid  Pensions.] 

Messrs.  WINTHROP,  PARMENTER,  LIN- 
COLN, ADAMS,  CUSHIN3,  and  BAKER,  of 
Massachusetts. 

Messrs.  TILLINGHAST  and  CRANSTON,  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Messrs.  SMITH,  BOARDMAN,  and  TRUM- 
BULL, of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Vermont. 

[Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Dr.  Hall; 
rf  ferred  to  Committee  of  Claims:  tbe  petition  of  T. 
W.  Gebbs  and  others  for  an  alteration  of  mail 
route;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads:  the  petition  of  A.  B.  Haswell  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  others,  heiis  of  Anthony  Has- 
well, praying  that  the  fine  and  costs  which  was  paid 
by  him  after  conviction  on  an  indictment  under  the 
sedition  law,  be  pud  to  fhem;  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.] 

Messrs  FILLMORE,  CURTIS,  GRANGER, 
BARNARD,  ELY,  HOFFMAN,  WAGNER, 
BREWSTER,  MALLORY,  RUSSELL.  GRIN- 
NELL,  MONROE.  PBENTISS,  PECK,  and 
STRONG,  of  New  Yurk. 

[Mr.  Prentiss  presented  the  petition  of  Itu fas 
Il^nry,  of  ihe  city  of  New  York,  who  was  an  Ar- 
tificer in  the  set  vice  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  praying  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of 
invalid  pensioners.  Of  Rath  Taylor,  widow  of  Samu- 
el Taylor,  a  Revolutionary  pensioner,  and  Dorothy 
Wollbur,  widow  of  Abraham  Wolibur,  a  Revolu- 
tionary pensioner,  praying  the  benefits  of  the  act  of 
July,  1838.] 

[Mr.  P.  J.  Wagner  presented  the  petition  of 
William  J.  Siilwell,  praying  for  a  pension  for  in- 
venting in  1796  the  "centre  board1'  or  "slip  keel," 
now  in  common  use  in  river  and  coasting  ves.'tk: 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce.] 

[Mr.  Strong  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Wa>ne,  in  the  Siat-3 
of  New  York,  for  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbor  at  Pulreneyville  on  Lake  Os- 
lario;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com* 
m^rce. 

[On  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  the  petition  of 
Ebenezer  P  erc*»,  for  half  pay  as  a  soldier,  from 
December,  1783,  to  May  1318,  now  on  file,  was  re- 
ferred lx  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions.] 

Mts-n  MARCHAND,  PAYNTER,  HOOK, 
BEATTY,  HENRY,anlWAGENER,of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Messrs  JOHNSON,  DENNIS,  and  CARROLL, 
of  Maryland. 

Mew*.  HOPKINS,  TALIAFERRO,  RIVES, 
and  HUNTER,  of  Virginia. 


[Mr.  Hopkins  presented  the  petition  of  n 

citizens  of  Albemarle  county,  Va.  praying  fo 
establishment  of  a  post  route  from  Cnarlotiej 
to  Harrisonburg;  the  petition  of  citizens  of  N 
county,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a 
route  from  Mount  Hovel  to  Staunton,  in  Aug 
memorial  of  A.  Sammons,  of  Tennessee,  pn 
Congress  for  relief  as  one  of  the  securities  ol  i 
faulting  postmaster;  memorial  of  Asa  and  J 
L.  White,  of  Connecticut,  pray  in*  to  be  relt 
from  their  contract  for  carrying  the  United  £ 
mail;  naemoriat  of  J.  F.  Caldwell,  of  Virj 
pray  ins  for  relief  under  sundry  contracts  wit) 
Post  Office  Department  for  the  transportation c 
Unitrd  States  mail;  memorial  of  Edmund  R 
of  Virginia,  for  equalising  tbe  postage  on  nei 
pers,  etc:  all  relerred  to  the  Cemmittre  « 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.] 

Messrs.  DAWSON  and  COOPER,  of  Gen 

Mes  rs.  ANDREWS,  GREEN,  and  J 
THOMPSON,  of  B>.ntncky. 

Messrs.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS,  W.  B.  CI 
BELL,  and  C.  H.  WILLIAMS,  of  Tennes* 

Mr.  GOODE,  of  Ohio. 

Messrs.  RARIDEN,  WICK,  and  DAVU 
Indiana. 

[Mr.  Davis  presented  the  petitions  of  C.  < 
Halilandiere,  John  Johnson,  Sarah  Leslie,  J, 
McCmcheon,  Hannah  Preble,  John  Wilson, 
John  M.  Wilson;  al!  of  which  were  several* 
ferred  to  tbe  appropriate  committees.] 

Messrs.  CASEY  and  &EYN0LD3,  of  Illin 

[Mr.  Retnlods  presented  the  petition  of  sa 
citizens  of  Jack»on  county,  Illinois,  staling  tt 
considerable  quantity  of  low  land  in  said  com 
inunda'ed  annually  with  the  waters  from  the 
sisMppi  and  other  streams,  so  that  said  land  i 
tirely  useless  to  the  United  S  ates  Government 
the  c  tize.-s.  The  water  lemaining  stagnant,  d 
much  sickness  in  the  neighborhood.  Mora  of 
land  has  been  in  market  lor  upwards  of  one  fy 
of  a  century.  The  petitioners  pray  a  grant  of 
land  to  a  company,  to  enable  said  company  I 
claim  the  same,  and  thereby  to  render  the  m 
borhood  healthy.  Said  petition  was  lefeifj 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.] 

[Mr.  Ca^xv  presented  tbe  petition  of  Jefl 
Fields  of  Illinois,  praying  the  correction  of  i 
roaeous  land  entry;  which,  on  his  motion,  n 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  I 
Also,  the  petition  of  John  H.  Murphy  and! 
McKibbin  of  Vermillion  county,  Illinois,'  pi 
relief  in  case  of  a  mail  contract:  referred  1 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Road?.] 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  asked  M 
offer  a  resolution  directing  the  Committee! 
Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  J 
porting  a  bill  prohibiting  tbe  admission  of  ■ 
dence  of  colored  persons  on  trial  by  court  n 

Objection  being  made,  tbe  resolution 
received.  — 

Me»r*.  CRABBE,  CHAPMAN,  an< 
LET,  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  MILLER,  ofMissonri. 

Mr.  CROSS,  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  DOTY,  of  Wisconsin. 

The  several  Slates  having  now  been  call 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  tbe  next  bm 
order  Vas  the  resolution  of  the  gemlem 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams]  calling  fori 
tion  information  in  respect  to  our 

COMMERCIAL   RELATIONS  WITH  C10J 

The  resolution  having  been  again  rj 
above,). 

Mr.  ADAMS,  after  some  remarks 
importance  of  ascertaining  what  are  the 
)i  i  al  and  commercial  relations  between 
vernment  and  China,  observed  it  was  higl 
ruble  in  the  present  critical  state  of  attain 
latter  country,  that  we  >hoold  know  whe 
C>nsul   had   been    recognised  by  it  on 
wished  to  know   the  exact  footing  on 
stand.    Mr.  A.  in  adverting  to  some 
presented  at  the  la*t  session,  said   be 
appeared  from  one  of  them,  that  when 
was  about  to  present  a  memorial  from 
citizens  at  Canton,  he  was  directed  by  t 
rit»es  to  palce  the  name  of  the  Emperor 
two  inches  higher  than  the  name  of  Um 
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r  Unfed  Slates.    This  he  thought  wis  the  true 

of  war  now  raging  between  Great  Britain 

China— -this  p'acing  the  name    "two  inches 

tn — »bw  boasted  superiority  above  every  na- 

k  i  on  earth. 

[Beit,  continued  Mr.  A.  I  hope  to  see  the  day 
this  boa&te!  claim  to  superiority  shall  cea?e, 
that  at  least  the  name  of  the  President  of  the 
1  States  shall  be  written  on  a  parallel  line  with 
of  the  bead  of  the  Celastial  Empire.    Mr.  A. 
'  that  in  offering  the  resolution  he  was  actuated 
ue  motive  but  a  desire  for  information  as  to 
;  between  the  United  States  and 
i  at  ibis  time,  and  whether  any  officer,  repre- 
the  internets  of  this  country,  had  been  re* 
"by that  power. 

CUSHING  was  glad  that  his  colleague  bad 
need  the  resolution  calling  for  information  on 
inportant  a  subject.  He  thought,  however, 
I  information  not  lest  valuable  might  be  ob- 
jlpiacd  from  the  Hies  of  the  Navy  Department,  and 
bed  aa  amendment  would  be  accepted  to  em- 
nee  that  Department.  He  therefore  proposed  to 
■■rad the resolution  by  adding  "State  or  oner 
AffartiaeaiB." 

>  This  amendment  was  accepted  by  Mr.  ADAMS, 
kad  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 
^  Mr.  DAVI3  of  Indiana  moved  to  reconsider  the 
■fc  by  which,  on  yesterday,  the  bill  iatroduced 
pMr.  Hard,  for  establishing  a  uniform  rule  rf 
Etmralization,  was  referred  to  tie  Judiciary  Com- 

At  the  suggestion  of  several  members,  Mr.  D. 
Bled  that  the  motion  should  lie  over  until  to- 

w. 

r.  LINCOLN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
,  which  were  agreed  to: 
tfimi.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
to  report  to  this  H*use,  what  "subordinate 

house  officers  have  been  dispensed  with  wiih- 

|aW  period  of  two  years"  past,  to  which  he  refers  in 
report  on  the  state  of  the  finance*;  and  what 
I  been  the  rate  of  compensation  previously  paid 
i  officers  for  their  services.  And,  also,  what 
al  number  of  custom-house  oflicers  have 
appointed,  or^mployed,  within  the  same  pe- 
,  tn  the  sever.il  collection  districts  in  the  United 
,  and  at  what  rales  of  compensation,  with 
i  dates  of  their  appointment  and  employment,  I 
"actively.  Also,  in  what  cases,  and  to  what  ex- 
,  "the  compensation  of  officers  and  light-house 
era  has  been  reduced."  And,  alto,  in  wh&t 
.  i  (if  any)  the  compensation  to  any  officers  in 
I  Department  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
,  or  otherwise,  has  been  in*t cased.  And  that 
ent  the  requited  information  in  saeh  ubur 
n  as  to  .exhibit  the  comparative  number 
ws,  and  the  amount  of  their  compec- 
in  each  eo  lection  district,  at  the  com- 
■t  and  elcae  of  the  said  period  of  two 
next  preoeding  the  date  of  the  said  annual 
I  on  the  finances,  and  alvo  the  relative  cost  of 
;  the  revenue  from  customs  to  the  amount 
I  revenue  collected  each  of  the  last  two  years, 
with  the  cost  of  collection  and  the 
collected  annually  since  the  4<h  day  of 
,  1825.  And  that  be  also  inform  this  House 
t  officers  "now  employed  in  the  collection  of 
,  wheat  farther  services,  it  has  been  believed, 
I  be  safely  dispensed  with,  in  cooseqoe  nee  of 
redaction  of  late  jears  at  the  different  places 
>  they  are  stationed,  may  be  discontinued, 
i  offices  cannot  be  dispensed  with  without  new 
itioe." 
[Jhsetserf,  Inat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treavory  be 
to  inform  this  House  under  what  superin- 
!  the  custom  houses  in  New  York  and  Bos- 
ively,  are  being  constructed;  the  num- 
nes  of  the  commissioners  employed  to 
t  the  construction  of  said  custom-houses; 
>,  they  have  been  so  employed;  and  the  com- 
m  paid  to  each. 
r.  DELLET  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
,  nrfakh  was  agreed  to: 

That  the  Jadiciary  Committee  be  in* 

to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 

;  aha  time  for  completing  the  census  in  those 

or  districts  where  the  same  has  been  pre- 
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vented  by  sickness,  or  other  causes  which  the  offi. 
cere  hivin?  that  duty  in  charge  could  not  control. 

Mr,  DELLET  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
either  to  morrow,  or  on  some  subsequent  day  of 
the  session,  to  ask  leave  to  introduce 

A  bill  to  relinquish  to  Alabama  the  two  per 
c?nt  fund  reserved  by  the  act  of  her  admission  into 
the  Union,  to  be  applied  to  the  making  of  a  road  or 
roads  leading  to  the  Sta'e; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Selma  and  Tennessee 
Railroad  Company;  and 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  completing  the 
improvements  of  the  haibor  of  Mobile. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  subm.tted  the  following  reso- 
tion,  which  was  agreed  to: 

RescUtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
ducing ihe  fees  and  emoluments  of  district  attorneys 
of  the  United  State?,  or  of  directing  such  fees  and 
emoluments  beyond  a  limited  amount  to  be  paid 
inO  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  State 
of  Maine  for  the  service*  of  her  militia;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  en  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  communi- 
cate to  ibis  House,  at  as  early  a  day  as  may  be 
convenient  to  the  Department,  a  list  of  the  reserva- 
tions under  the  Creek  treaty  of  March,  1832,  which 
remain  unsold,  together  with  the  valuation*  (heieof, 
made  under  the  authority  of  Governor  Carroll,  for- 
mer agent,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  making 
sach  valuations,  the  time  at  #bich  the  same  were 
made,  and  the  remarks  of  said  valuations  in  each 
case. 

Revolted,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  report  to 
this  Houfe  what  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
set  lament  of  the  conflicting  claims  for  Creek  re- 
servations betwixt  J.  C.  Wa'Fon  and  Co  and  other 
claimants;  at  which  time  a  special  commit  ion  was 
appointed  to  adjudicate  the  same;  who  is  the  per- 
son appointed;  whether  he  has  received  his  per 
diem  pay;  and  at  what  rate  since  his  appointment, 
and  at  what  time  his  doties  under  said  commission 
urill  probably  be  brought  to  a  close. 

Mr.  CUSHING  submitted  the  following,  which 
wad  sgreed  to:  , 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exped  ency  of 
makiog  further  provision  by  law  fir  ihn  trial  of 
crimes  in  the  district  courts  of  th?  United  Slates. 
Also,  further  provision  for  the  institution  of  civil 
and  admiralty  powers  in  said  conrts. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  called  up  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution,  submitted  by  him  on 
the  10  h  inst. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
port to  this  House  how  far,  and  in  what  manner, 
the  act  passed  at  the  last  session,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  collection,  safekeeping,  transfer, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,"  has 
been  carried  into  execution;  whether  any  build- 
ings, additions  to,  or  alterations  in,  buildings 
therein  authorized  or  required,  have  been  com- 
menced; at  what  cost,  or  contracts  therefor  made, 
or  orders  therefor  given,  and  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions of  such  contracts  and  orders;  uhat  number 
of  clerks,  special  agents,  and  other  officers, 
agents,  or  servants,  have  been  and  now  are  em- 
ployed under  the  provisions  rf  said  act,  or  for  aid , 
in  carrying  the  same  into  effect,  and  where,  and 
from  what  times,  and  at  what  compensations; 
whether  each  and  every  of  the  officers  who  are 
therein  required  to  give  bond  have  given  bond,  and 
the  sum,  suret'ej,  and  lime  of  delivery  of  each 
bond;  and  who,  if  any,  have  not  given  bond; 
whether,  in  the  collection,  or  keeping,  or  transfer, 
or  disbmsementof  the  public  revenue,  or  any  por- 
tion thereof,  since  said  act  has  been  in  force,  any 
bank  has  been  reported  to;  and,  if  so,  what 
bank  or  banks,  to  what  extent,  and  in  what  manner, 
and  what  propositions  have  been  made,  if  any,  to 
any  bank  therefor;  and  setting  forth,  also,  in  what 
specific  manner,  whether  gold  or  silver,  or  notes  or 
certificates,  or  other  and  what  evidences  of  depo- 
site  or  credit,  all  or  any  of  the  revenue  has  been 


collected  or  actually  passed  from  the  hands  of  the 
reron  or  persons  from  whom  the  same  was  due, 
to  the  hands  of  the  officer  or  officers  charged  with 
the  immedia-e  collection  thereof,  since  said  act 
has  been  in  force,  distinguishing,  as  nearly  as 
may  be,  how  much  has  been  so  collected  and 
paid  in  each  specific  matter  or  medium  of  pay- 
ment; also,*  setting  forth  how,  and  in  what  places 
or  offices,  and  under  what  actual  and  per- 
sonal custody  or  keeping,  all  and  any  and  each  por- 
tion of  the  revenue,  moneys,  and  assurances,  or 
evidences  of  debt  or  obligation,  have  been  kept 
during  said  time;  and  how  and  by  what  agencies 
and  aid,  and  what  forms  and  proce  s,  and  on  what 
terms,  conditions,  and  cost  of  exchange  or  transfer, 
and  in  what  specific  matter,  whether  gold  and  silver, 
or  notes  or  certificates,  or  other  and  what  evi- 
deuces,  all,  and  any  portions  thereoi,  have  been  in 
said  time  disbursed  and  transferred. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  saw  no  benefit  which 
could  possibly  be  derived  fr  m  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution.  All  the. effect  it  would  hate  would  be 
to  forai'.h  the  clerks  in  the  iTreasury  D apartment 
with  employment  for  the  whole  winter.  Without 
meaning  any  disrespect  to  the  gentleman,  be  (Mr. 
V.)  considered  the  resolution  was  offered  in  the  in- 
quisitorial spirit  of  a  true  Yankee,  and  was  just 
what  might  have  been  expected  from  such  a  quar- 
ter. The  whole  was  supererogatory,  and  he  did 
not  believe  the  information,  if  obtained,  would 
have  the  least  influence  on  the  gentleman  in  the 
vote  he  might  give.  He  would  repeat,  that  ihe  in- 
formation sought  was  unnecessary,  and  imposing  a 
supeifiuous  labor  on  the  Department,  and  if  it  was 
now  pressed,  he.  would  *eel  bound  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  TILLINGHA8T  advocated  the  resolution 
and  contended  that  the  information  sought  for  was 
highly  desirable.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
Mr.  T.  alluded  to  the  resolution  recently  intro- 
duced for  the  repeal  of  the  I  ode  prudent  Treasury 
law,  on  which  question,  he  urged,  the  recent  elec- 
tions of  ihe  whole  body  of  Whigs  had  fumed. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  denied  that  the  Whig  elections 
had  tnrned  upon  that  principle,  fhe  law  in  ques- 
tion bad  not  been  made  the  issue.  No  pledge  had 
been  given  by  the  Whigs,  from  their  candidate  for 
the  Presidency  downwards,  for  it  was  well  known 
throughout  the  country  that  when  interrogated  as 
to  his  principles,  he  refused  to  give  any  answer 
whatever. 

Mr.  MORGAN  thought  the  issue  had  been  made 
at  least  in  the  district  of  Cincinnati,  where  the  peo- 
ple had  elected  one  Pendleton  in  the  place  of  that 
gentleman. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  he  denied  it.  It  was  not  so, 
and  he  could  maintain  it. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution, 

Mr.  O/'nn*^"  — v*d  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TOLA  ND  moved  a  call  of  the  Bouse 

Mr.  GALBRA1TH  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  BEATTY  renewed  it. 

Mr.  TOLAND  persisted  in  his  motion  for  a  call 
of  the  House;  and,  on  the  question  being  put,  there 
was  no  quorum. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  December  17,  1340. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  in  ccmplianee  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  May  9,  1836,  of  the  es- 
pendi lures  made  from  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate  for  the  year  ending  December  7,  1840; 
when  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  a  document  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  of  Loomis  and  Gay;  which  was 
refined  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  the  memorial  of  Gurdon 
S.  Hubbard  and  oihers;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KNIGHT,  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  merchants  and  navigators  of  Prov  - 
dencr ,  Rhode  Island,  now  on  file,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  petition 
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of  B.  P.  Skinner;  which  wis  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claim*. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  petition 
and  papers  now  on  file  ol  Francis  A.  Harrison, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  P*  si  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  LINN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing bills; 

A  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  "Act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  private  land  c'aims  in  Missouri," 
approved  July  19,  1639;  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  March  2,  1833; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  a  patent  to  the 
heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Rivard, 
deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qregcire  Sarpy,  or  his  le- 
gal representatives; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel 
Bslavs; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  3ebastian  Butcher; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  P.  Copes; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy; 

A  bid  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph 
Thompson,  sr.  deceased,  to  a  certain  tract  of  land 
in  Missouri; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Pierre  Bennomme; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Kennedy,  assignee 
of  Cornelius  McCurtin;  and 

A  bill  to  confirm  to  George  Tucker,  his  heirs  or 
assignees,  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Alabama. 
'    These  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
lelicfof  the  Plumb  Island  Bridge  and  Turnpike 
Company;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce 

Mr.  DAVIS  give  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  ihe  following  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  rehef  of  Joshna  E.  Noorse; 

A  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  certain  of- 
ficers of  the  revenue  service;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  and 
others,  directors  of  an  association  called  the  New 
England  Mississippi  Land  Company. 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
executors  of  De  Thomas  Cooper,  praying  that  a 
certain  sum  of  money  exacted  as[a  fine  under  the 
sedition  law  may  be  refunded. 

Mr.  P.  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  U gal 
representatives  of  Thomas  Cooper,  deceased,  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Col.  George  Crcghan. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  establish  a  new  land 
district  in  the  Slate  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  which  was  referred 

A  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  invalid  pen- 
sions in  certain  cases; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lemuel  White; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Barney;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Waller; 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  P.  also  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
ask  leave  io  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
McLoud. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  ike  petition  on  the  subject  had  been  re- 
ferred, reported  a  bill  forjhe  relief  of  Hannah 
Laighton;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading 

Mr.  W.  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  Pretty  man;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FIERCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  petitions  on  the  subject,  re- 
ported 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Collins;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bassett; 
which  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  P.  gave  notice  that  to:morrow  he  would  ask 
leave  to  introduce  the  fallowing  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Billings;   . 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Crapin; 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Neal,  widow  of  Sa- 
muel Neal; 

A  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Tyler  Spafford; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Alleo; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Snow,  widow  of  Jo- 
naB  Snow; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Jamison,  widow 
of  Samuel  Jamison; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Rand;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McClanahan. 

Mr.  P.  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  asked 
'  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  "a  bill  for  the  or- 
ganization of  a  company  of  Sappers,  Miners,  and 
Ponton  iers." 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  memo- 
r  als  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  charters  of  the  Banks  of  the  District; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KIN(£  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
a:<ked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of 
Mobile;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affaire. 

Mr.  MOUTON  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  followiog  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  de  Passau  of  Lou* 
isiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan  of  Lou- 
isiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Chart  .'s  Morgan  of  Lou- 
isiana; 

A  b.ll  to  confirm  claim  to  lands  in  the  District 
between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers; 

A  bill  to  confirm  cennin  land  claims  in  the  Oua- 
chita land  district,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana; 

A  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  Lou- 
isiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptis'e  Grainger; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  De 
Lusser,  and  their  legal  representatives; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joan  Belgar; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of  William  Conway; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Babin; 

A  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the 
Greenburg  Land  District  Stale  of  Louisiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Compton,  assignee 
o£Gmigu?8  Flaujac; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptist  Comeau; 
„    A  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  John  Baptiste 
Lecompte  to  a  trad  of  land  iu^Lou isiana;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Therese  Maletie,  widow  ofGaspard  Pheole. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  in  pursuance  to  previous  no- 
tice, a<kel  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  patent  to 
Joseph  Campau  for  a  tract  of  land  in  Michigan; 
and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jos?[.h  Campau; 
which  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  N.  also,  on  leave,  introduced 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  La  venture,  Ebe- 
nez*r  Childs,  and  Linus  Thompson;  wbicb  was 
read  t*ice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  N.  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  improvement 
of  certain  harbors  on  the  lakes. 

Mr.  YOUNG  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
wr uld  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Isabella  Hil,  widow,  and  John  Hill,  Elizabeth 
Hill,  and  Samuel  Hill,  children  and  minor  heirs  at 
law  of  Samuel  Hill,  deceased. 

Mr.  FULTON  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
woold  ask  leave  t  >  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  to  sell  the 
lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools 
in  that  S  ate. 

Mr.  WHITE  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Rt$olv*dt  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  inform  the  Senate  whether  instructions  have 
lately  been  given  by  that  Department  to  the  super- 
intendents of  harbors  and  rivers  for  the  construc- 
tion and  improvement  of  which  appropriations 
have  been  heretofore  made,  and  which  are  yet  un- 


finished; and  to  the  superintendents  of  the  Cacobei 
land  road  for  the  sale  of  machinery,  iuapl<-mea* 
and  ma'erials  used  in  the  construction  of  &a*J 
woikt;  and  by  what  authority  such  sales  weal 
ordered;  together  with  a  comparative  statements] 
the  aggregate  cost  of  the  same,  and  of  the  piocsej 
of  the  sales;  and  whether  such  sales  ware  made  I 
contemplation  of  an  abandonment  of  the  f'utujj 
improvement  of  said  works.  < 

Mr.  PULTON  submitted  the  following  recoil; 
tion;  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to:  j 

R>$ohtdt  That  the  Committee  on  Commeto&fl 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  makai 
an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  he] 
pital  at  the  town  of  Napoleon,  on  the  Mist issipaj 
river.  , 

Mr.  YOUNG  submitted  tbe  following  resolution 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  tbe  Pablii 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedient 
of  providing  by  law  for  additional  eompeosauei 
to  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  several  lanj 
offices  of  the  United  States  in  cases  where  U*j| 
annual  compensation,  including  the  per  cent,  aj 
lowed  on  the  tales  of  the  public  lands,  shall  not  k 
the  who  e  amount  to  the  sum  of  one  thousand  del 
lars.  * 

The  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  permanej 
prospective  pre-emption  law,  was  taken  up,  atijj 
the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  it  to  i 
second  reading  being  withdrawn,  it  was  read  j 
second  lime,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

FINANCES  OP  THE  COUNTRY. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Wright  «j 
Monday  last,  to  refer  so  much  of  the  President 
message  as  relates  to  the  finances  of  the  counts] 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  which  had  been  post 
poned  on  the  morion  of  Mr.  Webster,  coming  nj 
for  consideration, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  taid  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webstbu  )  had  felt  it  to  bean 
duty  to  open  this  discussion  upon  the  message  ct 
the  President,  pending  a  simple  motion  to  refer  tat 
portions  of  it  to  which  he  had  alluded,  to  the  appro- 
priate Committee  of  the  Senate,  under  the  appn* 
hension  expressed  by  him  that  the  publication  ami 
distribution  of  tbe  statements  and  views  of  tat 
President  might  produce  erroneous  impression) 
upon  ihe  minds  of  the  people  of  the  country.  4 
similar  apprehension  entertained  by  Mr.  Waioai 
as  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator,  moved  him  t* 
make  this  reply  to  that  gentleman.  A  belief  thai 
his  remarks  were  calculated  to  give  erroneous  iati 
pressiens  as  to  the  message,  and  the  fiscal  condtifci 
of  ihe  country  at  the  present  time,  made  it  his  dtttj 
to  notice  rome  of  the  positions  and  arguments  Uj 
the  honorable  Senator,  and  to  correct,  as  far  as  hi 
might  he  able,  the  errors  of  fact  and  concl 
which  seemed  to  him  to  have  been  comm 
This  he  intended  to  do  as  briefly  as  possible; 
in  tbe  discussion  he  should  endeavor  to  imitate 
courtesy  which  had  so  clearly  distinguished  the; 
guage  and  manner  of  the  honorable  Senator.     •  < 

The  Senator  first  referred  te  page  eight  of  4nj 
message,  wh<re  the  President  speaks  of  a  Nation*. 
Debt  and  a  National  Bank.    The  Senator  did  Ml 
at  that  time,  consider  it  within  his  object  to  mad 
any  remarks  in  reference  to  the  President*  ounsj 
vations  as  to  a  Bank;  but  it  was  to  the  views  el) 
pressed  in  the  message  on  the  subject  of  a  nations, 
debt  to  which  his  attention  was  directed,  and  1 
which  his  attention  was  directed  with  that  po  run* 
force  which  always  characterize  the  Senator'*  mnnl 
and  he  might  perhaps  fay,  on  this  occaiion,  tbeft| 
genuily  which  sometimes  characterizes  his  nnji 
meats.    He  had  asked  if  the  President  suppose*; 
or  if  any  body  supposed,  that  there  was  a  party 
this  country  friendly  to  a  national  debt,  per  *e.    ] 
(Mr  WmiGiiT)  did  not  believe  that  position  I 
the  President's  remarks  at  all,  for  he  did  not  n 
derstand  the  President  as  offering  hi9  views 
urging  his  reasons  again&t  the  contraction  end 
petuation  of  a  national  debt  on  the  ground 
it  was  a  debt  to  be  contracted  for   the 
and   sole   love  of  the  debt  for  iistlf.     He 

stood  the  President  as   taking  other  and       , 

ground,  and  as  endeavoring  to  impress  uptm  % 
countrymen,  on  the  occasion  which  called  fesj 
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,  the  evils  of  tfebt  under  any  cir- 
bowever,  under  whatever  circum- 
jtsjBjes,aad  for  whatever  consideration  contraci- 
•£«v4  attempting  to  convince  them  that  it  should 
ft  avoided  at  all  times  and  upon  all  oc- 
and  for  all  considerations,  when  ibe 
iJetyand  honor  of  the  nation  will  permit.  Such 
f  tnderttood  to  be  the  drift  and  purport  of  tin 
ry- —  upon  ihis  very  important  topic.  Yet  he 
)  was  prepared  to  go  farther  than  the  Pre- 
had  gone,  and  say  what  he  had  not  said. 

Kwrntf  say,  not  that  there  i-  a  political  party  in 
Bomntry  in  favor  of  a  national  debt,  per  *e; 
IH  pit  there  are  inUrtsU  in  this  country  so  in  fa- 
Vol  of  a  national  debt — interests  which  ever  had, 
jhaofv,  aa4  ever  will  favor  the  existence  and  per- 
^•MUioa  of  a  national  debt,  per  se,  for  itself, for  the 
advaatsges  they  derive  from  v.  He  believed  those 
fcfeoests  existed  in  every  civilized  country — he  be- 
fitted they  were  ever  aetive — and  he  believed  they 
eoBBhated  an  influence,  against  which  it  was  one 
ef  the  prominent  objects  of  the  President  to 
Congress  and  the  country.  What  are 
interests  which  naturally  favor  a  nation- 
al dbot,  per  tr,  a  national  debt  for  itself,  and  for 
Ac  benefit  to  be  derived  from  iu  existence?  Re- 
sted eapttaUstB,  men  who  have  withdrawn  from 
Maess,  with  a  capital  which  they  wish  to  pre- 
Mrve  for  themselves  and  their  families,  constitute 
m  such  interest.  Such  persons  naturally  desire 
I  permanent  and  safe  investment  for  their  money; 
*d  it  is  most  rational  that  ihey  should  vastly  pre- 
fcr  their  country  as  their  debtors,  if  it  be  of  good 
smding  and  credit,  to  any  other.  Look  at  Eng- 
had.  What  supports  and  perpetuates  the  arts- 
Heraey  of  wealth  there  but  the  British  national 
lArt  It  rests  upon  the  debt,  and  could  not  be  sus- 
tained without  it,  and  the  indebtedness  of  the  chun- 
ky is  its  strength  and  power.  Mr.  W.  said  hespeke 
sat  of  this  interest,  as  now  existing  in  this  country, 
111  censure;  it  was  as  natural  as  existence  itself;  it 
ptm  grow  up  in  every  prosperous  community; 
riZ!  ever  exist  in  some  lorm,  and  can  only  be 
carbed  and  controlled  by  a  people  and  Govern- 
ment free  from  debt. 

Bat    was  there  not  another   interest,  and  an 

(■sonant    one    in   every    commercial   comma- 

Wj,   which    was    benefited    by,    and  therefore 

tots  in  favor  of  the  existence   of   a   national 

bat  for  itself?    He  spoke  of  that  great  interest 

Muscled  with  foreign  commerce,  and  desirous  of 

Bedium  of  convenient  remittance  bet  weenies  own 

lit  foreign  countries.  Why,  he  bad  seen  frequently 

utility  of  a  national  debt  pressed  upon  the 

Mjliy  for  this  cause;  and  quite  recently  articles 

|t  appeared  in  the  public  newspapers — and  arti- 

vriuen  with  great  ability — stating  that  since 

extinguishment    of    oar   debt,   fluctuations 

paper  system  had    been  more   frequent 

deleterious,  and  contending  that  the  ex* 

of  a  national  debt,  and  its  influence  on  com-. 

transactions,  were  necessary  to  give  that 

stability.    But  a  year  ago,  a  proposition 

is  deliberately  pat  forth  of  that  character,  recom- 
w  that  this  country  should  create  a  debt,  not 

KID  furnish  these  commercial  accommodations, 
jpag  that  these  would  be  necessary  incidental 
while  other  great  objects,  valuable  in  the 
of  the  writer,  were  supposed  to  warrant  the 
of  the  proposed  debt  of  hundreds  of 

, These  were  not  all. 

'fhere  was   a  third  interest,  which   embraced 

of  enterprising,  acute    persons,    who 

living,  and  their  fortunes,  by  dealing  in 

class  of  brokers.    They,  as  a  class 

be   attached   to  a  national    debt 

nothing  could  be  more  desirable  in 

market  than   an  abundance    of   na« 

and  securities,  and  that  abundance  of 

seeking   investments    and   a  market, 

a  faU  supply  of  superior  stocks  would  never 

it  to  that  department  of  trade.    Such 

,  too,  must  have  a  tendency  to  keep  the 

s  ocka  more  stable,  and  thus  render  the 

af  Jhe  broker  more  certain,  and  his  calling 

if  not  more  lucrative. 

interest,  having  the  same  natural  ten- 

the  money  incorporations  ofihecoun- 

~  to  deal  in  stocks  and  exchange,  or 


class 


most 


practically  so  dealing,  with  or  without  authority. 
These  tnstitutir  ns.inore  naturally  than  the  brokerp, 
must  favor  the  ex  is  ie  nee  of  a  national  debt,  per  **, 
inasmuch  as  the  profits  of  their  business  would  be 
equally  involved,  while  their  own  stability  would 
be  much  more  essentially  promoted.  He  did  not 
enumerate  (his  interest  with  any  political  reference. 
It  was  an  existing  interest  in  our  country,  and  in 
every  commercial  country  in  the  world;  and  it 
would,  most  likely,  continue  to  exist,  so  long  as 
trade  and  commerce  exbted.  Properly  restrained, 
it  was  a  healthful  interest  to  trade  and  commerce, 
while,  without  restraint,  it  was  a  fearful  interest. 
It  was  always  active,  and  at  n'm's  powerful 
beyond  the  careless  estimate  of  a  confiding  people. 
Yet  it  was  an  interest  which  a  prople  free  from 
debt  need  not  fear,  but  from  which  any  people 
loaded  with  debt,  public  or  private,  had  every 
thing  to  apprehend.  It  was  a  corporate  interest, 
representing  no  feeling  to  which  human  beings  are 
susceptible,  snd  destitute,  from  its  nature,  of  all 
human  sympathies. 

There  was  still  another  interest  which  should  be, 
in  his  judgment,  in  favor  of  a  national  debt 
per  se.  He  referred  to  the  men  and  interests  in  the 
country  which  favored  the  establishment  and  pre- 
servation of  a  National  Bank  as  an  institution 
to  regulate  our  currency  and  credit  He  did  not 
speak  of  this  interest  as  that  of  a  political  party 
in  the  country,  or  as  connected  with  any  existing 
political  party.  His  object  was  to  follow  the 
course  of  argument  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  and  take  a  financial  view  of  the 
topirs  under  discussion;  and  he  believed  in  his 
heart  that  every  man  who  desired  the  establish- 
ment and  perpetuation  of  actional  Bank  in  the 
United  States,  should  desire,  as  the  only  safe  and 
secure  fonada'ion  for  such  an  institution,  a  perma- 
nent national  debt.  In  his  opinion,  that  wa*  the 
only  safe  corner  stone,  the  only  secure  defence,  for 
a  National  Bank  in  this  country.  It  was  not  his 
object,  upon  the  present  occasion,  to  question  the 
patriotism,  or  purity  ot  purpose,  of  any  friend  of  a 
National  Bank.  He  would  not,  if  he  conld  avoid 
it,  make  this  discussion  political,  much  less  par- 
tisan. 

He  bad  looked  at  our  own  history,  and  found 
that  a  national  debt  hid  been  the  apology,  and,  as 
he  thought,  the  controlling  cause,  of  our  two  former 
National  Bank*;  and  he  believed  further,  that  the 
existence  and  continuance  of  the  debt  had  given  to 
both  the  mo?t  of  the  permanency  and  stability 
which  they  had  manifested  to  the  country,  as  mo- 
ney institutions  controlling  our  currency  and 
credit. 

He  had  also  referred  himself  to  the  pecuniary  in  • 
stitutions  of  England,  and  became  equally  satisfied 
that  the  National  Bank  there  could  not  sustain 
itself  for  an  hour,  with  its  conceded  power  over  the 
paper  system  of  that  commercial  country,  if  discon- 
nected from  the  British  national  debt.  The  capital 
of  the  bank  consists  of  the  debt,  and  the  country  is 
its  debtor  for  the  credit  it  commands.  How,  then,  is 
the  country  to  get  rid  of  the  bank  but  by  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt,  and  how  can  the  debtor,  though 
the  proudest  Government  in  the  world,  control  the 
creditor,  while  these  embarrassing  relations  exist? 
It  cannot  be  done,  and  hence  the  Bank  of  England 
must  be  as  enduring  as  the  debt  of  England. 

80  here.  So  every  where.  When  a  Govern- 
ment is  in  debt,  and  requires  a  permanent  credit 
beyond  its  means  of  payment,  it* may  require  a  Go- 
vernment bank  to  m&naze  and  regulate  its  fiscal 
affairs;  to  extend  credit  when  its  necessities  require, 
and  so  regulate  private  business  as  to  make  that  ex- 
tension safe  and  profitable  to  itself. 

He  must  then  repeat,  that,  in  his  judgment,  every 
man  and  every  interest,  in  this  country,  favorable 
to  a  National  Bank  should  be  also  favorable  to  a 
national  debt,  as  the  only  safe  foundation  upon 
which  such  a  superstructure  can  be  erected  with 
any  reasonable  promise  of  permanency. 

He  must  conclude,  therefore,  that  there  were 
in  this  country  interests,  strong,  powerful,  and  ac- 
tive interests,  in  favor  of  a  national  debt  per  *c; 
that  these  interests  have  favored,  do  now  favor, 
and  will  continue  to  favor  the  contraction  and  per- 
petuation of  a  national  debt  for  the  advantages 
which  they  may  derive  from  it,  and  that  the  Presi- 


dent was  wise  in  warning  his  countrymen  against 
th»ir  influence  in  this  direction.  Other  interests 
might  be  added  to  the  enumeration,  but  these  were 
sufficient  to  elucidate  the  argument,  and  show  the 
danger  to  be  constantly  apprehended. 

The  honorable  Senator,  if  Mr.  Wright  bad  un- 
derstood him  correctly,  admitted  that  the  views 
of  the  President,  as  expressed  in  his  message,  upon 
the  subject  ot  n  national  debt,  were  correct  and 
sound,  but  seemed  to  question  his  right  to  give 
them  to  his  countrymen,  because,  as  he  contended, 
ihey  were  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, and  of  the  President  as  its  head. 

To  prove  this  position,  he  asserts  that  the  pre- 
seat  is  the  first  Administration,  under  our  institu- 
tion*, which  has  begun  a  national  debt  in  time  of 
peace.  The  assertion  is  true;  and  yet  is  it  a  fair 
presentation  of  the  point  intended -to  be  discussed? 
Is  it  calculated  to  do  justice  to  the  President,  or  to 
his  administration?  Why  did  not  the  Senator  tell 
us  that  the  administration  of  General  Jackson  was 
the  first,  under  our  institutions,  which  ever  paid  a 
national  deli?  It  would  have  been  as  true;  and 
yet  the  assertion,  presented  in  this  way,  would  have 
been  calculated  to  do  injustice  to  every  Adminis- 
tration preceding  that  of  General  Jackson.  The 
fact  i«  that  no  Administration,  prior  to  that  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  had  ever  existed,  under  our  Constitu- 
tion, which  could  begin  a  national  debt,  because 
every  preceding  Administration  had  found  a  na- 
tional debt  in  existence.  S-jch  a  debt  was  contract- 
ed during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  before  our 
present  Government  was  formed, and  was  first  finally 
extinguished  during  the  administration  of  General 
Jackson;  and  yet  he  believed  he  was  safe  in  saying 
that  every  A 1  ministration  had  borrowed  money, 
and  thus  added  to  the  existing  debt,  and  tad  made 
payments  towards  \u  extinguishment.  While, 
therefore,  it  was  true  that  no  Administration,  prior 
to  that  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  had  begun  a  dt  bt,  either 
in  a  tim?  of  peare  or  war,  and  that  no  Administra- 
tion, prior  to  that  of  General  Jackson,  bad  paid  off 
and  extin;ui«hed  our  national  debt,  it  was  also  true 
that  all  Administrations,  as  well  in  peace  as  war, 
had  borrowed  money,  contracted  debts,  and  paid 
debts.  The  simple  assertion  of  the  Senator,  then, 
that  (I r.  Van  Buren*s  was  the  first  Administration 
which  had  begun  a  debt  in  time  of  peace,  did  not, 
in  his  judgment — and  he  pronounced  the  opinion 
with  deference — present  fairly  to  the  country  the 
President,  cr  his  administration. 

It  m'ght  be  proper  here  to  remark,  that  if  the 
subsequent  positions  of  the  Senator  were  sound,  no 
debt  had  been  begun  under  Mr.  Van  Buren's  ad- 
ministration, because  a  national  dett  had  not 
ceased  to  exist.  That  which  had  been  treated  as 
our  national  debt  in  our  laws  and  in  our  fiscal  ac- 
counts, was  extinguished  during  the  adoiinis  ration 
of  General  Jackson;  but  if  the  items  of  Indian  and 
other  claims  referred  to  by  the  Senator,  are  to  be 
set  down  as  item?  of  national  debt,  then  has  oar 
national  debt  never  been  paid,  and  the  administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Van  Buren  cannot  have  "  begun"  such 
a  debt. 

The  true  and  f*ir  question  is,  however,  why 
and  under  what  circam»tarces  has  any  portion  of 
debt  been  contracted  under  this  Administration? 

It  wduld  not  be  necessary  for  him,  Mr.  W.  said, 
to  spend  much  time  in  answering  this  inquiry,  as 
most  of  the  Senators  present  were  members  of  the 
body  in  1837,  and  would  retain  personal  recollec- . 
lions  of  the  whole  matter.  All  would  remember 
that  Congress  was  convened  extraordinarily,  for 
the  single  parposc  of  supplying  the  Treasury  and 
enabling  it  to  preserve  the  public  faith  and  honor; 
that  this  call  was  not  made  at  a  time  of  scarcity  or 
want  in  the  public  funds,  but  when  our  revenues 
were  most  abundant,  when  we  had  millions  on  de- 
posits with  the  banks,  and  millions  due  from  them; 
that  their  inability  to  pay  the  drafts  of  the  Trea- 
surer, in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  Congress, 
created  the  want  and  compelled  the  call  of  Con- 
gress; and  that  the  same  inability  of  ihe  banks 
compelled  us,  by  the  admission  of  all,  to  borrow 
money  upon  the  credit  ot  the  people  to  keep  the 
National  Treasury  in  operation. 

This  new  debt  was  not,  then,  contracted,  or,  in 
the  language  of  the  Senator,  "began,"  because  the 
extravagance  of  the  Administration  had  expended 
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our  substance.  No,  but  because  out  trustees— be- 
cause  those  with  whom  the  money  cf  (be  people 
had  been  placed  for  safe  keeping,  could  Dot  pay 
upon  demand  according  to  our  law* — becaive  our 
millions  upon  millions  were  without  our  contro',  in 
the  keeping  of  banking  institutions,  and  the  credit 
of  the  people  was  resetted  to  to  sustain  the  faith 
and  honor  of  the  country.  What  was  the  extent 
of  the  power  th«n  conferred  upon  the  Administra- 
tion to  contract  a  debt?  If  his  recollection  served 
him,  it  was  $10,000,090.  And  what  were  our 
dues  from  the  banks  alom-7  If  he  was  not  mista- 
ken, some  thiiteen  or  fourteen  milium  cf  dollars; 
and  beyond  that,  one  of  the  prominent  and  worthy 
objects  of  the  loan  was  to  extend  indu'gence  upon 
duty  bonds  to  the  merchants  of  the  country,  who 
were  equally  distressed  with  the  public  treasury 
from  the  revulsions  of  the  lime.  Under  such  cir> 
i  eumstances  it  was  that  the  present  Administration 
"began  a  debt  in  time  of  peace." 

The  next  position  of  the  he  norable  Senator  is 
that  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Bureo  has  ex- 
pended much  more  coney  annually  than  the 
accruing  revenue.  That  be  (Mr.  Wright)  be- 
lieved to  be  true;  but  he  did  not  proposed 
%  to  fellow  th*  Senator  at  all  in  the  data  given 
toprove  the  position;  he  would  say  what  he 
was  sure  wonld  not  be  controverted,  that  the  >Ad- 
mlnitration  had  expended,  year  by  year,  jastso 
much  and  no  mere  money  than  Congress  had  ap- 
propriated and  ordered  to  be  expended — that  every 
year  the  appropriations  of  Congress  had  exceeded 
by  millions  the  estimates  of  expenditure  presented 
to  it  by  the  Executive  Departments— and  that  it 
was  a  matter  for  Congress  to  provide  the  means  to 
meet  the  expenditures  itself  directed.  But  it  would 
not  have  been  unjust  to  that  Administration  if  the 
honorable  Senator  bad  said,  in  passing,  thai  during 
every  ye  ir  of  its  existence,  the  mass  of  the  public 
expendi  U'cs  hadbee'n  materially  and  rapidly  re- 
duced. Toe  expenditures  of  1838  were  rhown  by 
the  President1*  message  and  the  Secretary's  report, 
the  two  documents  to  which  the  Senator  had  refer- 
red in  this  discussion,  to  be  less  than  of  1837. 
Those  of  1839  were  some  six  millions  less;  these 
for  1840  had  been  from  two  to  three  millions  less 
than  those  for  1839,  and  the  estimates  for  1841 
w< re  materially  less  than  tho*e  for  any  preceding 
year.  Th's,  then,  was  both  sides  of  the  book — it 
was  the  present  Administration  as  it  is,  in  refer* 
ence  to  expenditure?.  During  its  term,  those  expen- 
ditures had  been  undergoing  a  rapid  reduction, 
from  the  commencement  of  its  four  years  to  the 
present  hour.  This  was  a  just  and  entire  view  of 
the  matter. 

The  next  position  taken  by  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor was  the  most  material  one  in  his  argument,  and 
without  which  Mr.  W.  might  not  have  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  make  this  reply.  The  Senator  did 
not  even  assert  his  point;  but,  in  a  manner  mest 
courteous,  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  President 
had  made  a  variety  of  mistake*  and  omissions  in 
his  statement  of  the  present  national  debt,  as  given 
in  his  message;  that  the  country  is  in  fact,  more  in 
debt  than  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury have  represented  it  to  be;  and  tha',  without  his 
correction  of  these  mistakes,  these  excesses  of  debt 
might  be  charged  over  to  the  coming  Administrate  n, 
and  the  present  might  retire  under  appearances  more 
favorable  than  the  facts  would  warrant. 

To  examine  these  opinions  and  apprehensions  of 
the  honorable  Senator,  and  to  try  them  by  the  facts, 
sbon'd  now  be  hi*  aim  and  effort,  and  wa*=  the 
purpose  when  had  principally  induced  him  to  ap- 
pear before  the  Senate  upon  the    present  occasion. 

It  was  admitted  that  the  President  had  referred 
to  the  balance  of  outstanding  Treasury  notes  truly. 
He  had  stated  that  the  amount  unredeemed  did  not 
exceed  four  and  a  half  millions  of  dollar.*,  but  the 
complaint  was  that  he  had  represented  that  as 
the  whole  debt  of  the  country  at  the  present  time, 
and  as  the  amount  which  would  constitute  the 
whole  debt  at  the  time  when  he  should  hard  over 
the  ad ministradon  of  its  affairs  to  his  successor. 
Now,  how  had  the  Senator  sought  to  show  that  the 
President  had  been  mistaken?  By  referring  to  what 
was  called  the  trust  funds;  and  principally,  and  he 
believed  entirely,  to  those  portions  of  those  funds 
which  appertain  to  the  Indians,  In  reference  to  the 


Indian  trust  funds,  he  said  not  that  the  fact  was  so, 
but  that,  on  examination,  he  wis  inclined  to  be- 
believe  that  fortion?  of  them  had  le^n  actually 
expended  for  tl  e  ordinary  uses  of  the  Treasury,  and 
were  now  a  debt  resting  upon  the  count n ;  that  the 
moneys  stipulated  by  Indian  treaties  to  be  invested 
had  not  been  all  invested,  but  that  some  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars  of  those  moneys  had  been 
paid  out  and  expended,  and  were  now  a  debt 
against  the  Treasury.  He  (Mr.  Wrmht)  had 
taken  as  much  pains  to  obtain  informatitn  upon 
these  points  as  the  time  which  hod  elapsed  since  the 
Senator's  remarks  were  made  would  permit;  and 
as  be  designed  to  state  the  facts  fairly,  plainly,  and 
truly,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  and  as  the  various 
Indian  treaties  varied  in  their  provisions  as  to  the 
trusts  constituted  under  them,  and  conferred  upon 
the  0nit'  d  States,  be  would  be  compelled  to  sp-ak 
of  certain  treaties  and  certain  trusts  separately, 
each  by  itself,  to  make  himself  understood,  and  to 
enable  others  to  understand  the  facts.  He  would 
refer,  then,  in<the  first  place,  to  the  treaty  with  the 
Chickataw  Indians,  as  that  treaty  was  peculiar,  and 
the  trust  constituted  and  assumed  was  novel  in 
cur  dealings  with  the  Indian  tribes.  In  this  case, 
the  United  Sates  had  become  the  voluntary  trustee 
of  the  Chickasaws,  and  bad  stipulated  to  sell 
their  lands  as  the  public  domain  of  the  United  State* 
is  sold,  to  deduct  simply  the  expenses  of  the  treaty,  of 
the  survey  and  ?ale  of  the  lands,  and  such  other 
expenses  as  might  be  incurred  for  account  of  the 
Indian f,  not  including  any  commissions  or  other 
compensation  to  the  trustee,  and  to  account  to  them 
for  all  the  moneys  which  shall  remain  unexpended. 
In  other  words,  the  treaty  binds  the  United  States 
to  sell  the  lands  of  thete  Indians  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, to  account  {to  them  for  the  whole  proceeds, 
and  to  manage  such  of  their  cash  funds  as  shall 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  without 
charge  for  trouble  or  responsibility. 

Upon  inquiry  at  the  Treaury  Departmen*,  he 
learned  that  a  law  of  Cong  re  s  had  placed  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  money  to  be  received  under  this 
treaty  in  charge  ef  the  head  of  that  department,  for 
the  purpose  of  investment;  that  small  portions  be- 
longing to  Chichasaw  orphans  and  to  certain 
members  of  the  tribe  denominated  "incompe- 
tent Chfckasaws,11  remained  in  charge  of  the 
Secretary  of  War;  that  of  the  money  in 
charge  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  all  has 
been  investeJ,  over  and  above  the  portion  con- 
sumed in  expenses  in  conformity  with  the  treaty, 
wh:ch  there  has  been  time  to  invest  since  the  re- 
ceipts; that  the  money  is  mostly  paid  in  at  the 
Pontioc  land  office,  in  the  Slate  of  Mississippi, 
and  some  time  is  required  to  get  the  r '>urns  of 
sales,  and  to  bring  the  money  into  the  Treason ; 
that  there  may  be  now  from  $20,000  to  $30,000  of 
these  funds  in  the  land  office,  in  transitu,  and  in 
the  Treasury,  but  that  no  portions  of  them  have 
bsen  expended  fur  the  general  uses  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  that  investments  are  invariab'y  made  as 
soon  as  the  sum  accumulated  is  sufficient  to  au? 
thorize  a  negotiation  for  stocks.  The  honorable 
Senator  will  see,  therefore,  that  his  conjecture  that 
some  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
these  funds  hid  bsen  expended  is  mistaken,  and 
that  no  addition  to  the  public  debt  is  to  te  sought 
in  thi> quarter. 

Whethf  r  or  not  there  were  small  sums  arising 
under  this  trea'y  in  the  care  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  not  vet  invested,  he  did  n  >t  know,  as  time 
had  not  allowed  him  to  call  upon  the  head  of  that 
Department  for  tie  information.  Still  he  supposed 
this  information  immaterial  for  this  argument,  as 
money  in  the  charge  of  the  War  Department  could 
not  he  in  the  Treasury,  and  therefore  could  not  be 
reached  by  a  warrant  upon  the  Treasury,  or  ex- 
pended in  the  ordinary  calif  upon  K 

It  was  proper  here  to  remark  further  that  the 
only  Indian  money  in  the  charge  of  the  Secretary 
of  ths  Treasury  for  investment  is  the  portion -of  the 
Chickasaw  fund  before  pointed  out.  All  those 
moneys,  arising  under  other  treaties,  are,  by  the 
treaties,  committed  to  the  charge  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  Congress  has  hot  yet  transfened  their 
custody  to  the  Treasury. 

Investments  of  Indian  moneys,  to  large  amounts, 
had  been  made  both  under  the  direction  of  the  Sec- 


retary of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  accounts  of  the  transactions  had  been  laid  be 
fore  Congress.  The  honorable  Senator  had  refer™ 
to  them,  and  had  tpoken  of  the  prices  in  some  case 
paid  for  stocks,  in  a  manner  to  give  the  impressim 
that  he  suspected  the  investments  had  not  been  pro 
dently  and  cautiously  made.  Mr.  Wright  believe, 
all  the  investments  had  been  confined  to  &t*ks  c 
the  Slates,  a  description  of  security  which  he  fel 
sure  that  Senator  would  not  willingly  depreciate  o 
disparage,  and  if  he  would  refer  to  the  dare?  of  tb 
respective  investments,  and  to  the  prices  current  c 
the  stock*  in  the  principal  markets  of  the  country 
at  the  several  period*,  little  ground  would  be  dis 
covered  for  complaint  upon  this  point. 

He  would  now  pa«s  to  another  class*  of  refei 

ences  made  by  the  honorable  Senator,  and   when 

in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Wright,  Y\e  approximate' 

more  nearly  to  the  discovery  of  a  debt,  technfnall 

speaking,  which  is  not  noticed  by  the  Presiden 

He  alluded  to  the  Senator's  reference  to  seven 

Indian  treaties  in  a  groun,  viz: 

One  with  theOttawas  and  Chippewas,      f200,00 

«•       '    Osages,  69,12 

"  Delawarcs,  46,08 

"  Sioux  of  Mississippi,  300,00 

"  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  Mississippi,  200,00 

"  Sacs  and  Poxes  of  Missouri,    157,40 

»  Winnebagoes,  1,100,00 

«  Creeks,  350,00 

"  Saways,  157,50 


%  52,580,101 

These  treaties  severally  stipulate  that  the  sum 
above  named  shall  be  invested  by  the  United  Stale 
for  the  benefit  of  the' several  tribes  of  Indian 
named,  and  he  believed  it  to  be  true  that,  as  yel 
none  of  the  snms  had  been  invested,  but  that  Con 
gress  had  preferred  to  appropriate  annually  the  ia 
terest  upon  them,  as  a  part  of  the  corient  annua 
expenses  of  the  country.  All  of  the  treaties  excep 
one,  that  with  the  Delawares,  had  been  conclude 
since  the  commencement  of  the  year  1837,  and  hi 
.information  was  that,  in  all  the  case.*,  very  fen 
sales  of  the  lands,  ceded  by  the  respective  treaties 
had  yet  been  made;  not  enough,  in  many  cases,  h 
cover  the  expenses  of  the  treaties,  and  in  nonesuffi 
cient  to  bring  into  the  Treasury  any  considerabli 
portion  of  the  capital  required  to  be  invest*  d. 

An oi her  reason  exists  for  the  hon-in vestme&t  o 
these  sums,  which  has  its  foundation  in  the  Cousti 
tution  of  the  country.    It  is   that  Congress  ha 
neither  provided  nor  appropriated  the  money  re 
quired  to  make  the  investment* ;  and  without  m 
appropriation  by  law,  neither  the  Secretary  of  tb 
Treasury,  nor  the  President,  can  take  money  frt^ 
the  Trea*ury  for  these  or  any  other  purposes.  T* 
treaties  create  the  liability  again  rt  the  Uni'ed 
for  the  $2,580,100,  but  it  is  not  a  debt  within 
law,  and  cannot  be  noticed  as  such  by  the  fi 
officer,  until  Congress  recognise  it,  and  provide 
it  by  the  proper  constitutional  appropriation.    r 
treaties  are  the  act?  of  the  President  and  Sen 
the  treaty  making  power  of  tte  country,  but 
gress  *nd  ih*  President,  the  law  making  po 
ran  alone  pay  money  even  under  a  treaty.     If  t| 
every  acre  of  the  land  ceded  by  the  Indians, 
purchased  by  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dn 
States  under  these  several  treaties,  were  to  be! 
to-morrow,  and  the  money  paid  into  the  Treast 
neither  <he  Secretary  of  War,  nor  the  Secret ai 
the  Treasury,  nor  any  other  pereon,could  h 
or   constitutionally,  invest  one   dollar   of   it£, 
pay  it  out  under  any  provision  of  the  treaties,  u 
Congress  shall  have  appropriated  it  by.  law,  an< 
rected  its  application.    In  these  cases,  as  he 
before  said,  the  lands  had  not  been  sold,  the  mo 
had  not  come  into  the  Treasury,  and  Congress 
preferred  rather  to  appropriate  the*  annual  intei 
than  to  borrow  the  money  in  advance,  for  the 
gle  purpose  of  funding  it. 

He  cheerfully  admitted  that  the  amount  wi 
debt,  as  far  as  the  treaty  making  power  could 
pose  a  debt  upon  the  country;  but  it  was  not  i 
ability  upon  the  Treasury,  within  the  laws  of  C 
gress,  and  could  not,  therefore,  be  recognised  a 
debt  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  preset* 
the  state  of  the  Treasury,  its  means  and  liabili 
to  Congress.    Hie  Government  was  bound  to 
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the  interest  upon  these  stuns  to  the  Indian*,  or  for- 
feit its  faith,  pledged  through  the  treaty-making 
power,  or  it  was  bound  to  inv«st  the  principle  so 
that  the  Indians  might  receive  the  interest  from 
ether  debtors.  Congress  had  exercised  its  option, 
and  preferred  to  appropriate  the  interest  simply, 
and  wait  the  sale  of  the  lands  to  realize  the  capital 
to  be  invested. 

[Here  Mr.  Wkbstxs  inquired,  "Where  did  Con- 
gress get  the  option?"] 

Mr.  Wiwht  asked,  does  it  not  follow,  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  transactions  between  the  par- 
ties? The  Indians  sell  and  convey  their  landn  to 
the  United  States,  and  surrender  the  title  and  pos- 
ttssm  together,  upon  the  faiih  of  treaty  stipula- 
tion* Ia  consideration  of  the  lands  sold,  the 
United  States  agree  to  hold  certain  portions  of  the 
purchase  matey,  and  invest  'hem  for  the  Indians. 
The  United  Stales  alone  are  tius'e<1,  and  the  receipt 
hy  the  Indians  of  the  annual  interest  upon  the  snras 
to  be  invested  is  a  good  compliance  with  the  con- 
tract to  them.  Would  it  not  be  a  perfect  technical 
tomptiaace,  if  the  Government  were,  by  'way  of 
investment,  to  issue  to  the  Indians  its  owa  stocks? 
And  eaa  it  be  material,  so  long  as  the  United  States 
choose  to  remain  the  debtors,  whether  this  form  be 
gone  through  with,  or  the  treaty  be  left  as  the  evi- 
dence of  liability,  and  Congress  annually  appro- 
priate the  interest  on  the  money  as  it  would  upon 
the  stocks?  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  inquiry  of 
the  Senator  raised  a  distinction  without  a  difference 
of  interest  on  either  side,  and  questioned  the  right 
of  Congress  to  its  option  in  a  case  where  the  option 
eoubl  not  but  exist  from  the  nature  of  the 
transactions.  The  most  the  Indian*  can  claim  is 
the  liability  of  the  United  States  for  the  interest  and 
triaeipal  of  their  money.  That  they  have  by  the 
solemnity  of  ueaty  stipulations,  while  the  money  is 
not  invested.  When  it  shall  be,  they  may  have  se- 
curities of  a  Jess  desirable  character,  but  ia  con- 
formity with  their  contract.  The  only  question, 
then,  which  could  influence  Ci  ngrets,  in  its  option, 
was  the  interest  of  this  Government  and  the  con- 
nnience  of  its  Treasury. 

Could  it  be  wise  for  Congress,  ia  the  fulfllment 
of  treaties  of  this  character,  and  with  such  parties, 
and  at  a  time  when  there  was  not  a  snrplus  of  mo- 
ney is  the  Treasury,  to  have  directed  loans  upon 
the  credit  of  the  people  for  the  pay  meat  of  debts, 
the  payment  of  which  was  not  a  matter  of  feeling 
or  interest  with  the  ci  editor,  and  for  the  eventual 
payment  of  which  an  ample  fund  had  been  pro- 
vided by  the  terms  of  the  contract  which  made  the 
debt?  Could  loans  have  been  made  at  a  rate  of 
interest  less  than  that  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  the 
Indians?    That  will  not  be  pretended. 

Where,  then,  is  the  cause  of  complaint^  or  of 
fault?  Jt  is  simply  in  the  assumption  that  here  is 
jt  debt  not  mentioned  by  the  President,  and  still 
a  debt  against  the  public  Treasury  and  the  people 
of  the  country. 

Is  this  so,  in  the  sense  in  which  the  comp'aint 
has  been  preferred  by  the  honorable  Senator 
against  the  message  of  the  President?  Mr. 
WnaaT had  admitted  that  there  was  a  liability  lo 

K,  aad  an  ample  fund  in  the  Jacd *  redt  d  by  the 
ian  treaties  to  make  the  payment,  and  bad  at* 
_  _„  d  to  show  that  Congress  had  acted  wisely  iu 
■  ullJOPWfia'ing  the  interest  upon  the  money  merely, 
>  JJW  the  sale  of  the  lands  should  bring  into  the 
» JQjaayy  interest  and  principal,  and  thus  enable 
■Jw»  mvestment  to  be  made  without  the  con  traction 
JT  a  permanent  debt. 

*va*  mere  any  thing  in  all  this  new  or  singular, 
— -*s«T  to  this  A  lministration?    How  long  had 
anient  been  making  treaties  with  the  In- 
r  the  purchase  of  their  land,  and  contract- 
nations  with  them?    And  if  these  are  items 
t  public  debt,  why  not  their  annuities  for  the 
nee  of  the  same  land.-,  which  are  of  a  large 
at?    They  are  debts  in  the  nature  of  Invest- 
s,  but  they  are  never  reported  as  part  of  the 
public  debt  of  the  country,    Neither  ore  to  be 


found  iu  any  report  heretofore  made  from  the  fi- 
nancial department  of  the  Government,  under  any 
Administration  which  has  ever  existed,  as  items  of 
our  public  debt.  They  are  not  so  by  the  law,  and 
they  have  never  been  so  treated  in  practice.  He 
had  in  his  possession  a  document  which  be  had  ob- 
tained /or  another  purpose,  and  which  contained  a 
schedule  of  the  entire  Indian  treaties  up  to  last 
year.  He  should  think — for  h?  bad  not  taken  the 
trouble  to  count  them — that  there  were  several  hun- 
dred?, and  on  casting  his  eye  over  them  this  morn- 
ing, he  found  they  commenced,  at  the  latest,  as 
early  a*  1790,  and  had  been  made  constantly,  if 
not  strictly  annually,  up  to  this  time. 

The  practice  of  s  ipolating  to  invest  sums  of  ca- 
pital, though  not  new  in  the  administration  of  our 
Indian  affairs,  bad  greatly  increased  within  the 
last  few  years.  He  bad  had  occasion  to  become 
personally  acquainted  with  an  old  case.  He  re* 
ferred  to  the  deposits,  by  the  Seneca  Indians  of 
New  York,  of  the  sum  of  $100,000  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  being  part  of  the  consideration  money 
for  their  possessory  title  to  their  reservations  under 
the  stipulation  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  as 
he  was  infirmed  and  believes,  that  they  should  re- 
ceive 6ix  per  cent,  interest  upon  thrir  capita]  so 
loaned.  He  spoke  from  recollection,  and  would 
not  be  confident,  but  his  impression  was  that  the 
contract  was  entered  into  in  1806.  He  could  far- 
ther inform  the  Senator,  that,  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  John  Quincy  Adams,  this  money  had 
bren  invested  in  the  three  per  cent  stocks  of  the 
United  States,  then  outstanding,  and  that  Congress, 
while  he  was  a  member  <  f  the  other  branch,  as  he 
now  recollected  and  believed,  appropriated  the 
other  f  3,000,  or  about  that  sum,  to  make  up  to  the 
Indians  the  interest  to  which  they  were  entitled. 
This  was  an  old  case,  and  he  spoke  from  memory 
in  regard  to  it;  but  from  it  the  honorable  Senator 
could  see  that,  if  we  were  now  to  go  back  to  the 
commencement  of  our  Indian  relations  and  bring 
up  a  new  account  of  public  debt,  we  ahould  be 
compelled  to  look  far  behind  the  time  of  Mr.  Van 
Baren,  as  well  as  to  begin  an  entire  new  calcula- 
tion of  debt  If  the  honorable  S  nator  weald  look 
for  the  investment  of  this  Seneca  fund  of  $100,000, 
he  thought  he  would  look  in  vain,  and  yet  it  h>d 
never  appeared  in  any  statement  from  the  Treasu- 
ry, as  an  item  of  our  public  debt.  An  estimate 
for  the  interest  wonld  be  found  in  every  annual  esti- 
mate of  expenditure  since  the  redemption  of  the 
Government,  etock  in  which  the  last  investment  was 
made,  but  the  capital  was  not  mentioned,  because 
it  had  not  been  reappropriated  for  a  different  in- 
vestment. Still  the  Senator  would  not  be  disposed 
to  charge  this  f  100,000  to  the  present  Administra- 
tion, as  a  debt  contracted  by  it,  and  to  be  unjustly 
palmed  off  upon  i's  successors. 

Yet  this  was  but  a  fair  sample  of  the  policy  of 
going  back  into  thete  Indian  relations  to  find  an 
existing  debt,  not  disclosed,  against  the  present 
Administration.  If  we  adopt  the  idea,  we  must  go 
back,  not  to  1806,  but  to  1790,  and  bring  up  the 
account  through  all  the  Admiuistraions  which 
have  existed  under  our  Constitution,  and  then  solve 
the  question,  whether  that  Administration  is  to  be 
most  censured  for  contracting  debt,  which  has  suc- 
ceeded in  extinguishing  most  Indian  title  to  the 
pnb'.ic  domain  of  the  country,  or  whether  the  debts 
so  contracted  have  been  and  are  considered  as 
resting  upon  a  sure  fund  for  their  redemption  ia 
the  lands  purchased,  while  the  treaties  are,  in  every 
other  respect,  beneficial  to  the  country,  le  its  popu- 
lation and  prosperity,  and  to  its  Treasury. 

He  believed  the  last  and  tiu  present  Administra- 
tions had  extinguished  more  Indian  titles,  and 
brought  more  of  the  public  Ian  ?s  into  the  market, 
and  within  the  reach  of  settlement,  than  any  other 
two,  if  not  more  than  all  preceding  Administra- 
tions; and,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  the  amounts 
of  purchase  money  paid,  and  agreed  to  be  paid,  in 
tbe  shape  of  annuities,  investments,  and  otherwise, 
would  be  greater  than  under  previous  Administra- 
tions.   Bat  what  bad  hitherto  been  the  estimate 


placed  by  the  country  upon  such  policy  successfully 
prosecuted?  Had  we  been  in  the  habit  of  setting 
down  these  purchases  of  Indian  lands  as  bad  and 
losing  bargatnt?  As  imposing  burdens  upon  the 
Treasury,  and  debts  upon  the  country?    Or  as  im- 

5 roving  the  public  revenues,  and  strengthening  the 
Yeasury,  while  Ibey  enriched  the  country?  Had 
it  ever  been  supposed  that  the  lands  purchased 
were  not  much  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the 
debts  contracted? 

If,  however,  this  movement  was  the  indication 
of  a  change  of  policy  by  the  coming  Administra- 
tion in  regard  to  the  lands;  if  the  fund  thus  pro- 
vided to  pay  these  debts  is  to  be  separated  from 
tbe  debts;  if  the  lands,  or  their  proceeds,  are  to  be 
given  away,  and  the  liabilities  incurred  under  the 
Indian  treaties  are  to  be  left  unpaid  upon  the  hands 
of  this  Government,  then  indeed  the  amounts  due 
to  the  Indians,  as  well  in  annuities  as  investments, 
or  otherwise,  ma/  justly  be  counted  as  debts,  as  * 
permanent,  enduring  debts,  only  to  be  paid  by  tax- 
ation upon  the  people.  He  would  tell  the  Senator, 
however,  that  that  Administration,  and  that  party, 
which  shall  adopt  this  hew  policy,  and  give  away 
tbe  lands  without  discharging  these  obligations  in- 
curred for  their  purchase,  will  be  the  Administra- 
tion and  the  party  which  will  charge  these  sums 
upon  the  people  as  debts,  and  which  must  bear  the 
responsibility  of  the  act. 

The  honorable  Senator  proposes  to  have  a  new 
set  of  books  opened,  to  protect  the  next  Administra- 
tion from  the  debts  and  liabilities  incurred  by  this; 
to  establish  what  he  calls  "a  rest"  between  them. 
Mr.  Wright  would  go  with  him  to  do  this;  but  he 
should  insist  that  the  accounts  be  fairly  stated,  and 
the  books  fairly  kept;  that  when  the  Senator  had 
charged  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  with 
the  debts  due  to  the  Indians,  he  should  credit  it  with 
the  lands  which  formed  the  consideration  for  the 
debts.  In  this  way,  the  account  would  present  the 
whole  truth,  and  he  did  not  fear  the  responsibility 
of  balancing  the  book  so  kept. 

He  was  aware  that  one  most  expensive  treaty 
had  been  made,  not  by  this,  but  the  last  Adminis- 
tration, without  profit  to  this  Government.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  last  treaty  with  the  Chcrokees,  for  the 
extinguishment  of  their  title  to  their  lands.  These 
lands  were  principally  in  tbe  State  of  Georgia,  and 
the  Indian  title  was  extinguished  for  the  benefit  of 
that  State,  and  not  of  the  National  Treasury.  Yet 
this  treaty  was  but  a  late  fulfilment  of  an  obliga- 
tion resting  upon  this  Government  in  favor  of  that 
State,  and  almost  as  old  as  the  Government  itself: 
an  obligation  entered  into  to  acquire  Its  title  to  & 
large  portion  of  the  public  domain,  and  upon  which, 
therefore,  the  moneys  paid  and  payable  under  that 
treaty  are  justly  chargeable,  and  from  the  proceeds 
of  which  they  thould  be  reimbursed  to  the  public 
Treasury. 

Still,  this  treaty  being  included,  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  would  clear  all  former  Adminis- 
trations, as  well  as  the  present,  from  any  responsi- 
bility for  debts  contracted  under  Indian  treaties. 
Ltt  tBe  new  set  of  books,  then,  show  both  sides  of 
the  account,  and  contain  a  full  and  fair  statement 
of  the  whi  1*  matter,  and  we  shall  not  hear  that  this 
or  any  other  Administration  has  run  the  country  in 
debt  by  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  our 
immense  public  domain.  Lei  the  proceeds  of  the 
lands  stand  against  the  moneys  paid  and  the  liabi- 
lities incurred,  and  see  if  there  have  been  bad  and 
unprofitable  and  losing  bargains. 

Ia  this  to  be  charged  at  this  day,  and  from  that 
quartet?  How  long  is  it  since  we  heard  a  very 
different  account  of  these  Indian  contracts?  Since 
be  had  been  honored  with  a  seat  here,  the  charge 
had  been  made  in  this  chamber,  and  repeated  much 
more  loudly  and  widely  out  of  it,  that  our  Indian 
policy  was  a  swindling  policy;  that  we  were  pur- 
chasing their  lands  for  a  song,  and  driving  them  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth  for  a'resung  place.  Then,  the 
charge  was  that  we  wefc  making  cruel  bargains 
with  tbe  ignorant  savages?  the  poor  Indians!  Now; 
it  is  that  this  Administration  has  been  loading  the 
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country  with  debt  by  making  the**  same  bargains. 
It  will  not  do,  said  Mjr.  W.;  it  is  too  soon  to  make 
this  frhort  tarn,  and  wholly  change  the  character  of 
the  complaints  growing  oat  of  our  Indian  relations. 
The  facts  will  not  sustain  the  last  position.  Tne 
bargains,  as  a  whole,  have  been  profitable,  vastly 
profitable,  to  the  public  treasury,  and  the  lands  yet 
unsold  constitute  a  fund  a  handled  fold  more  than 
sufficient  to  discharge  every  remaining  liability. 
So  much  for  this  mode  of  showing  ths  President 
4n  error  in  his  statement  of  oar  public  debt 

The  honorable  Senator  proceeded  to  enumerate 
other  heads,  under  which  he  did  aot  assert,  bat  ex- 
pressed his  suspicion  that  there  ware  existing  debts. 
-He  did  not  attempt  to  enumerate  items  of  debt, 
and  it  was  impossible  for  Mr.  Wbiobt  to  conjec- 
ture what  the  items  were,  or  for  what  the  debts 
vera  suspected  to  have  been  contracted.  The 
heads  enumerated  were,  debts  for  the  public  works, 
debts  for  the  Florida  war,  debts  for  Indian  depreda- 
tions at  the  north,  and  debts  for  other  things. 

Well,  now  as  to  the  debts  for  public  works;  there 
might  be  such,  but  he  (Mr.  Weight)  did  not  know 
what  they  were — he  did  not  know  that  there  were 
any.  He  was  sure  it  could  not  be  possible  tiat  the 
Senator  intended  si  mi  ly  to  inform  us  that  there  were 
public  works  commenced  which  it  was  the  interest 
of  the  country  to  prosecute,  and  that  money  was 
10  be  appropriated  for  them.  And  if  there  was  a 
debt  for  public  works,  other  than  such  a  prospective 
obligation,  he  was  ignorant  of  it.  If  that  description 
Of  account  was  to  be  opened,  he  would  abandon  the 
discussion  with  the  single  remark  that  the  honora- 
ble Senator  would  be  fortunate  if  he  found  the  new 
Administration  clear  of  obligations  of  thit  character, 
either  at  its  commencement  or  its  close. 

What  was  the  debt  growing  out  of  the  Florida 
war?  He  (Mr.  Wright)  was  ignorant  of  it,  unless 
it  consisted  of  claims  for  lotses  sustained  by  citizens 
in  consequence  of  that  war;  and  did  any  man  sup- 
pose that  the  President  of  the  United  8ia.es,  or  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  authorized  to  pre&ent 
those  claims  to  the  country  as  a  part  of  its  public 
debt?  Are  they  so,  in  fact?  They  have  been  pre- 
sented year  after  year,  and  session  after  session,  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  a  Congress 
has;  not  yet  been  found  to  recognise  a  dollar  of 
them.  And  were  the  executive  officers,  in  the  face 
of  this  action  of  Congress,  to  declare  them  public 
debts,  to  state  their  amount,  and  call  upon  Con- 
gress for  provision  for  their  payment?  The  slight- 
est reflection  would  convince  the  Seua'or  that  such 
was  a  very  uncertain  and  dangerous  way  to  make 
up  an  amount  of  tlebt.  It  would  be  nothing  short 
.  cf  Executive  uurpatitn  of  a  fearful  character. 

Then  the  debts  for  Indian  depredations  at  the 
North— as,  if  he  understood  the  8taator  correctly, 
this  was  one  of  his  heads  of  enumeration-— he  knew 
Nothing  of  them— he  knew  not  what  or  where  they 
were? 

But  there  were  "debts  for  other  things:"  ye?; 
Why  did  not  the  honorable  Senator  bring  in  the  five 
millions  for  French  spoliations  pre  virus  to  the 
year  18001  That  was  as  much  a  debt  as  the  others. 
It  was  a  claim  not  recognised  by  Congress.  The 
honorable  Senator  believed  it  was  a  debt;  he  (Mr. 
Wright)  did  not.  Why  not  call  up  the  pension 
hit?  That  is  a  debt  which  we  must  pay  until  the 
gallant  old  soldiers  are  no  mare.  Ic  was  just  as 
properly  presented  as  the  Indian  annuities.  Why 
aot  present  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Ro- 
bert Fulton?  Many  supposed  that  a  just  debt.  The 
Mead  claim?  Many  thought  similarly  of  that. 
In  short,  why  not  present  the  ten  thousand  claims 
which  their  Secretary  told  htm  would,  in  a  day  or 
two,  be  inventoried,  under  a  resolution  of  the  Se- 
nate of  the  last  session?  There  are  ten  thousand 
claims  on  the  files  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  are  they  debts,  to  be  charged  to  the  administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Van  Buren?  Was  this  to  be  done  be* 
fore  Congress  had  recognised  their  justice,  or  made 
them  debts  at  all?  He  hoped  not,  and  he  believed 
sou 

Again,  the  honorable  Senator  said,  if  he  (Mr. 
W*toBT)  understood  him  aright,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  authorized  the  assumption  that 
this  Administration  was  to  throw  a  balance  of  deb. 
en  the  next,  by  the  a        ion  that  he  did  notanttct 


pate  the  payment  of  the  outstanding  Treasury  notes 
pievious  to  March,  1842. 

Mr.  WEBSTEK  observed  that  he  was  not  con- 
scious of  having  stated  tha'. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  did  not  wish  to  misrepresent  the 
Senator,  hut  he  had  so  understood  him,  and  so  read 
his  remarks,  published  in  the  Intelligencer  of  this 
morning.  He  would,  however,  refer  to  the  7th 
page  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  present  year,  now  upon  our  ta- 
bles, to  prove  that  such  was  aot  his  anticipation, 
but  thai  he  expected  the  revenues  of  1841  would 
meet  the  expenses  of  that  year,  redeem  the  whole 
outstanding  balance  of  four  and  a  half  millions  of 
Treasury  notes,  and  leave  in  the  Treasury,  in  mo- 
ney, on  the  1st  of  January,  1843,  the  sum  of 
J824.273: 
The  statement  of  the  Secretary  is  as  follows: 
"More  de-ails  concerning  the'estimaies  of  the 
next  year  will  be  proper,  and  will  illustrate  the 
corrtctne«s  of  some  of  the  preceding  tesnl's. 

It  may  be  stated,  from  the  best  data  in  potessfon 
of  this  Department,  that  the  receipts,  under  the  ex- 
isting laws,  will  probably  be  as  follows: 
Fronm  customs         ...  f  19,000,000 
Prom  lands   -  3,500,000 

From  miscellaneous  -  80,000 

Add  the  expected  balance  in  the  Tre- 
sury,  available  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary next    ....      1,580,865 

The  asjgregate'of  ordinary  means  for 

the  nest  year  would  then  be  -    24,180,855 

There  will  be  nothing  more,  either  of 

prineipal    or   interest,    doe   from 

banks,  whieb  is  likely  to  be  made 

available,  except  about      -  -         990,000 

A  power  will  exist,  under  the  act  of  . 

31st  March,   1840,  to  issue  Trea-  * 

sury  notes  till  a  year  frm  its  pas- 
sage expires,  but  not  to  make  the 

whole  emission  outstanding  at  any 

one  time  exceed   five  millions  of 

dollars. 
This  will  famish  additional  means, 

equal  to  the  computed  amount  which 

can  be  issued  at  the  close  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  being  about        -  -        349,618 

Hence,  there  may  be  added,   from 

these  several  sources,  so  much  as  to 

make  the   whole   means   for   the 

next  year   -  94,723,473 

On  the  other  hand,  the  expenditures 

for  1841,' for  ordinary  purposes,  if 

Congress  make' no  reduction  in  the 

appropriations  requested  by  the  dif- 
ferent departments,  are  estimated  at  .  19  950,000 


This  would  leave  a  balance  in  the  Trea- 
sury, at  the  dote  of  the  year,  equal 


But  certain  payments  must  also  be 
made  on  account  of  the  funded 
and  unfunded  debt,  unless  Congress 
authorize  contracts  to  be  formed  for 
extending  the  time  of  their  pay- 
ment. Thus,  there  will  be  required, 

On  account  of  the  funded  debt,  chief- 
ly for  the  cities  of  this  District     - 

For  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes, 
if  all  the  others  be  issued  which  can 
be  under  the  present  law;  as  then 
the  amount  returned  within  A.  D. 
1841  will  probably  not  exceed 


5,473,473 


#149,200 


4,500,000 
$4.6491100 


Estimated  balance  io  the  Treasury  at 
the  close  of  the  next  year,  after  ail 
payments  whatever  -  -      $824  973" 

It  was  not  then  supposed  by  the  Secretary,  that 
this  debt  of  four  and  a  half  millions  was  to  be 
thrown  over  to  1849.  He  expressly  anticipated 
its  payment  in  1841.  He  would  now  pass  very 
briefly  to  other  topic. 

The  honorable  Senator  complained  that  the 
President,  in  his  message,  and  the  Secretary,  in 


his  report,  had  made  reference  to  the  money 
on  deposie  with  the  State?,  and  called,  with 
earnestness,  to  Mow  whether  the  President,  or 
the  Secretary,  bad  recommended  the  withdraw- 
al of  that  mmey,  or  any  part  of  it.  He  (Mr. 
Wright)  fonnd  no  *uch  recommendation,  and 
for  the  best  of  all  reasons,  in  his  judgment- 
there  *a«  no  necessity  for  it;  the  revenue  of  the 
year  1841  was  expected  to  be  equal  to  the  expendi- 
tures of  1841,  including  the  redemption  of  four  and 
a  half  millions  of  Treasury  notes.  Thedepoaite 
with  the  States  was  referred  to  as  an  Hem  of  pro* 
perty,  belonging  to  this  Government,  but  was  not 
mentioned  as  in  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  of  the  President.  It  was  in  tne 
bands  of  Congress,  an  accumulation  of  former 
years,  when  taxation  was  heavier  than  at  the 
present  time,  and  was  referred  to,  to  show  that  there 
was  no  cause  for  increased  taxation  upon  the 
people;  that  the  Government,  as  such,  was  pee* 
seated  of  means  to  discbarge  every  existing  liabili- 
ty, and  to  present  a  balance  of  some  seventeen  or 
eighteen  millions,  for  the  future  disposition  of  the 
National  Legislature.  This  certainly  could  be  no 
just  cause  of  complaint.  The  President  and  the 
Secretary  bad  been  in  the  exercise  of  most  respon- 
sible trust*.  They  were  about  to  surrender  them 
to  others,  who  would  seem  more  directly  to  repre- 
sent the  public  will  and  choice.  It  was  their  duty 
to  present  a  true  and  full  account  of  the  public 
property  and  the  public  interests,  as  they  supposed 
them  to  exist,  and  surely  a  reference  to  an  interest 
of  some  twenty-eight  millions  of  safely  invested 
money  could  net  be  considered  singular  or  censu- 
rable. 

The  honorable  Senator  had  seen  fit  farther  to 
complain  that  the  President  had  not  recommended  a 
modification  of  the  tariff  and  an  increase  of  taxation. 
Why  should  he  have  done  so?  The  caloulatioas 
and  representations  of  the  responsible  officer, 
ehsrged  with  that  duty,  showed  that  more  re- 
venue was  not  required  fur  the  contemplated  ser- 
vice of  the  coming  year.  Why  then  should  the 
President  have  recommended  measures  for  an  in* 
crease  of  revenue? 

If  thera  had  been  a  just  anticipation  of  a  defi- 
ciency of  means  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Treasury, 
it  would  have  been  incumbent  upon  him,  as  it 
would  upon  the  Secretary,  to  have  pointed  out  the 
mode,  and  recommended  the  measures,  to  supply 
that  deficiency.  Such  did  not  appear  to  be  their 
anticipations,  and  their  communications  to  Con- 
gress had  been  made  to  conform  to  their  sense  of 
their  public  duties.  It  might  have  been  very  un- 
charitable in  him,  but  when  the  Senator  was  in- 
dulging in  his  remarks  upon  this  point,  he  couM 
not  but  feel  that  the  gentleman  was  impressed  wifli 
the  exceedingly  difficult  question,  the  many  knotty 
points,  which  the  adjustment  of  the  tariff  is  likely 
to  present  to  the  coming  Administration;  and  that 
it  was  the  manifest  interest  of  the  now  dominant 
party  in  the  country  that  poor  defeated  Mr.  Van 
Buren  should  come  in  and  make  an  effort  to4  settle 
it  in  advance.  It  could  not  fail  to  be  seen  that  por- 
tions of  that  triumphant  party  would  complain  of 
any  thing  which  any  man  could  recommend  upon 
this  subject,  and  the  Senator  might  kindly  suppose 
that  complaints  could  not  now  harm  the  President. 

So  far  from  reciprocating  these  feelings,  Mr.  W. 
rejoiced  that  it  had  not  been  found  necessary  for 
the  present  President  to  touch  this  vexed  question. 
And  he  could  not  be  mistaken  in  supposing  that  it 
would  have  been  indecorous  in  him,  after  the  tre- 
mendous defeat  he  had  experienced  at  the  late  elec- 
tions, to  have  reached  after  disputed  topics,  with  a 
view  to  their  final  and  remanent  adjustment  by 
binvelf  or  his  friends.  He  was  taking  leave  of  his 
responsible  position,  and  Mr.  W.  rejoiced  to  be- 
lieve be  we*  doing,  what  he  believed  it  was  alone 
proper  for  htm  to  do,  cenfising  himself  strictly  to 
the  discharge  of  those  duties  which  bis  short  re- 
maining official  term  required  at  his  hands.  In  re- 
ference to  the  adjustment  of  the  tariff  he  had  done 
as  he  should  have  done— he  had  left  the  whole 
matter  to  those  who  are  to  come  after  him,  nnd 
who  should  be,  as  they  claim  to  be,  the  more  inune* ; 
dials  and  acceptable  representatives  of  the  popular 
will,  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  did  not  speak  untruly 
when  he  said  his  most  ardent  wish  was  tha 
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be  able  to  adjust  tet  difficult 
ihnppity  for  the  country,  and  satWactorily 
_ '  nattiest  revolved. 
A  stogie  word  sort,  and  h*  would  close.  The 
tSenutc*  conduced  with  a  remark  which 
Indisposition  to  say  that  the  friends  of 
uHiwioa  were,  or  were  to  be  made,  re- 
5  for  tbe  necessity  of  an  extra  session  of 
w  ',  it  a  convention  of  the  new  Congress 
should  he  ordered  by  the  new  President.  Now  be 
(Mr.  Wnunrr)  was  one  of  those  who  should  do 
every  ening  in  hie  power  to  obviate  any  such  ne- 
ceuntr;  and  to  aecempliih  that  object  with  the 
freeie*  certainty,  he  should  use  his  utmost  endea- 
vor* la  keep  the  uperoprintioas  of  this  session 
within  the  anticipated  means  of  the  year  1841.  He 
bsJhved  the  e» tiaates  rapphVd  all  the  necessary 
vnw^unu  he  intended  to  adhere  to  them  strictly. 
sntvmndeueso,  he  shooid  cheerfully  kuve  it  to 
maw  who  have  been  pteeed  in  power  by  a  wi- 
enunhumesseesnion  of  the  popular  voice,  to  call  a 
tiwgiint  when  they  pleased,  and  to  recommend 
nth  mmurm  as  they  pleased. 
Mr.  Wioar  havmg  concluded, 
Mr.  WKBSTSR  said  he  should  detain  the  Be- 
nam  bet  a  abort  time  in  answer  to  some  ef  the  bo- 
netnemntewiber*  remarks,  as  he  had  really  not 
met  the  argnment  of  Mr.  W.  yesterday.  To  begin 
wimum  subject  of  Indian  treaties.    Thehoaora- 


hm  member  bad  said  that  the  faad  arising  from  the 
sabec'thcCbios^sew  lands  bad  aUhcea  invested 
m  winVin  eeme  forty  or  fifty  ihoosand  dollars.  Mr. 
W.had  foamded  what  be  had  said  in  relation  to  this 
sunn  eat  the  imunsfuiuuemd  to  tbe  Senate;  and, 
I  to  that  document,  the  balance  uninvested 
ttof36M00;bnt  had  added  mat  he  had 
I  uett*pOs0OOhud  been  inverted  since  the  date 
efawiieninie  Bfr.  W.had nuade  no  complaint of 
i  in  which  this  fund  hnd  been  invested, 
ne  it  had  been  invested}  and,  if 
of  it  hnd  been  invested,  to  much 
mebeoer.  Bat  in  regard  to  the  two  and  a  half 
i  ef  the  fend  belonging  to  the  Wimiebagoes 
other  tribes,  and  which,  according  to  the 
ly,  wee  to  be  m  vested  for  tbe  benefit  of  those 
tttbe*,  Mr.  W.tnked  of  the  Senate  whether  Mr. 
nThsnerhad  fairly  met  the  force  of  she  argument 
Jmlud  advanced,  (if  it  had  any  force  to  be  met?) 
mV.  W.hedaotcoetplamedof  the  treaty,  nor  had 
he  i  he  if  ad  the  Administration  with  aay  extrava- 
gance or  want  of  providence  in  entering  into  it— 
that  wan  not  the  point;  tbe  point  was,  that  this 
nt  constituted  a  eVet,  for  the  payment  of 
i  II  wan  incumbent  on  the  Government  to  pro- 
,as  such,  it  ought  to  be  kept  before 
me  view  of  Congress.  The  honorable  member  ad- 
named  mat  it  was  a  debt,  but  contended  that 
H  uses  not  to  be  reckoned  in  as  a  portion  of  the 
nettle  national  debt.  If,  by  this,  the  honora- 
■at  metal  rr  meant  to  say  that  this  amount 
nmmed  ne  pert  of  the  debt  arising  from  borrowed 
nuuany,  nnquestionably  he  was  right;  but  stilt  it 
ween  national  debt;  the  nation  owed  this  money; 
end  it  entered  necessardy,  as  one  important  item 
avesrmeat,  into  a  statement  of  the  financial  eendi- 
ueno/theGovernuient>  The  honorable  member 
htd-nftked,if  |bis  were  so,  why  mob  a  smtemeat 
ought  not,  in  hke  manner,  to  inclaie  the  Indian 
annnnifo?  They  were  included,  in  effect.  Did 
nettfceeanual  report  from  the  Department  state 
the  amount  of  those  annuities  as  part  of  tbe  expeu- 
dftejeefer  which  Congress  was  to  provide?  Are 
the**  net  always  in  tbe  estimates?  So  the  center 
anM  why  the  pensions  wore  not  to  be  included? 
fee  same  answer  might  be  made.  The  amount 
of -met  expenditure  also  was  anou&Uy  laid  before 
JCkmerraf,  and  it  was  provided  for  as  other  demands 
smSe  Government.  Mr.  W.  had  not  complained 
.  A  Jnie  amount  of  two  and  a  half  millions  of  lad  an 
.slmtj  ne  himself  oad  never  opposed  these  treaties; 
§j^  hnd  contended  for  was,  that,  as  an  amount 
^provided  for,  it  was  as  much  a  part  of  the 
"  udebt  as  if  it  had  consisted  of  borrowed  mc  • 
;  jtwae  a  demand  which  Confines  was  bo  and 
Jn  any  general  view,  therefore,  of  the 
i  of  the  Government,  was  there  out  e%> 
'  Jfcose  liabilities  which  could  with  mere 
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tjmjh  eiidjuetke  be  ieatrted  then  this? 
He  W.  bad  said  that  he  commended  the  argu- 


ment ef  the  Prerilent  hi  opposition  to  a  national 
debt;  and  he  should  be  quite  unwilling  to  have  it 
suppesed  that  any  thing  he  said  could  be  wrested 
(he  did  not  charge  that  it  hnd  been  intentionally  so 
wrested)  to  favor  the  idea  of  a  public  debt  at  all. 
But  he  must  still  insist  that  the  language  employed 
by  tbe  President  on  tbe  &b  page  of  his  mem  age  did 
refer  to  past  political  contests  in  this  country,  and 
did  hold  out  the  idea  that,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
,  Government,  in  the  political  contests  which  bad  agi- 
tated the  country,  (here  hud  been  fomemenorsome 
parties  who  were  in  favor  of  the  creation  and  ma- 
aofaeittfe  of  a  public  debt,  as  part  of  their  policy; 
and  this  he  (Mr.  W.)  bad  denied.  The  idea  in  the 
message  was  not  that  there  ware  certain  great  futft- 
reatt  in  tbe  country  which  were  always,  from  the  ua 
lure  of  things,  in  favor  of  such  a  debt,  on  account 
of  the  advantages  derivable  from  it  to  themselves, 
as  the  honorable  member  has  argued  to-day.  If 
the  President  had  stated  this,  es  it  had  now  been 
stated  in  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member,  no- 
body could  have  taken  uny  exception  to  it  But 
that  was  not  the  point.  The  point  of  objection  was, 
that  the  message  charged  this  fondness  for  a  nation- 
al debt  upon  some  one  of  the  parties  who  had  en- 
gaged in  the  past  pKtical  strifes  of  the  country, 
and  had  represented  it  as  a  broad  and  general 
ground  of  dJsiitetioa  between  partie*;  that  one  was 
the  advocate  of  a  national  debt  as  of  itself  a  good, 
and  the  other  the  opponent  of  the  existence  of  n 
debt.  This  he  regarded.as  an  imputation  wholly 
unfounded,  and  it  was  on  this  ground  that  he  had 
objected  to  that  portion  of  the  Rxeeetive  communi- 
cation. No  facts  in  our  history  warranted  the  al- 
legation.   It  was  mere  assumption. 

Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  say  mat  he  had,  when  be- 
fore up,  omitted  one  important  item  in  stating  the 
amount  of  expenditures  under  the  existing  Admi- 
nistration beyond  tbe  accruing  revenue,  which 
oaebt  to  be  brought  to  the  public  view.  If  he  (Mr. 
W.)  was  in  error,  the  honorable  member  would 
put  him  right.  la  March,  183t\  a  law  had  passed 
postponing  the  payment  of  certain  revenue  bonds 
in  consequence  of  the  great  fire  at  New  York,  for 
three,  four,  and  five  years.  The  great  mass  of 
these  had  fallen  due,  and  had  been  received  into 
the  Treasury  since  the  present  Administration  had 
come  into  power.  The  total  amount  was  about 
six  millions  of  del  lam.  This  being  so,  men  the 
whole  amount  of  expenditure,  over  and  above  the 
accruing  reveuue,wonld  amount  to  tbirty-foor  mil- 
lions or  thereabouts,  and  would  thus  give  an  an- 
nual excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts  of  eight 
end  ens/  mttfient  a  year;  and  he  insisted,  again, 
that,  looking  at  the  matter  in  a  purely  financial 
view— .looking  at  the  comparative  proportion  of 
liabilities  and  of  means  to  discharge  them,  when 
the  President  found  an  excess  of  the  former  conti- 
nuing for  four  years,  at  the  rate  of  eight  cad  e  katf 
mttiiMisptr  annum,  and  did  not  particularize  any 
one  branch  of  expenditure  in  which  a  considerable 
practical  deduction  could  be  made,  (unless  ro  far 
as  it  might  take  place  in  the  pension  list  by  the 
gradual  decease  of  the  pensioner*;)  and  when  he 
proposed  no  new  measure  as  a  means  of  replen- 
ishing tbe  exhausted  Treasury,  the  question  for 
Congress  and  for  the  nation  to  consider  was, 
wheiher  this  was  a  course  safe  to  be  pursued  in 
relation  to  our  fiscal  concerns?  Was  it  wise,  pro- 
vident, and  statesmanlike? 

There  was  one  point  in  which  (Mr.  W.  said)  the 
honorable  member  from  New  York  had  entirely 
misapprehended  him.  He  (Mr.  Wbhmt)  had  said 
that  Mr.  W.  appeared  to  desire  to  avoid  as  aeriti 
cat  and  delicate  subject,  the  question  of  the  tariff; 
or,  rather,  had  complained  that  this  Administration 
.had  not  taken  it  op.  Now  he  (Mr.  W.)  had 
net  said  a  word  about  the  tariff,  further  than  to 
htata  that  another  great  reduction  was  imntedmtely 
approaching  in  tbe  rate  of  du'ies,  of  which  the 
message  took  no  notice  whatever,  while  it  did  not 
fail  to  refer  to  two  other  reductions  which  bad  here- 
tofore taken  place.  What  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  said 
on  the  subject  of  imposing  new  datjas  for  revenue, 
hnd  reference  solely  tosttfe  enfl  win*.  This  had 
beenadeJkttlepelQtwi&himataonme.  He  had 
for  a  long  period  been  always  daakoaa  to  lay  such 
a  duty  on  silks  and  wines;  sad  it  did  appear  to  him 
tansonjjgest  thing  imjf*able*^snjauenaf  phase 
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ef  the  existing  system  of  revenue— that  we  should 
import  so  many  millions  of  dollars9  worth  of  silks 
and  wines  entirely  free  of  duty,  at  the  very  time 
when  the  Government  had  been  compelled,  by 
temporary  loans,  to  keep  itself  in  constant  debt 
for  four  years  past.  So  far  from  considering  this 
as  a  matter  of  any  delicacy,  had  the  Senate  the 
constitutional  power  of  originating  revenue  bills, 
the  very  first  thing  be  should  move,  in  his  place, 
would  be  to  lay  a  tax  on  both  these  articles  of  luxury. 

Were  Mr.  W.  to  draw  an  inference  from  the 
speech  of  the  honorable  member,  it  would  be  that 
it  rather  seemed  to  be  his  own  opinion,  and  certain- 
ly seemed  also  to  be  that  of  the  President,  that  it 
would  be  wiser  to  withdraw  the  whole  ore  part  of 
the  money  deposited  with  the  States  than  to  lay 
taxes  on  silks  and  winer.  In  this  opinion  Mr.  W. 
did  not  nt  all  concur.  If  the  question  were  be- 
tween such  a  withdrawal  and  the  imposition  of 
such  a  tax,  he  should  without  hesitation  say,  lay 
the  tax,  and  leave  tbe  money  with  the  States  where  . 
it  was.  He  was  greatly  mistaken  if  such  a  prefe- 
rence did  not  meet  tbe  public  approbation.  He 
was  for  taxing  this  enormous  amount  of  twenty  or 
shirty  millions  of  foreign  prodacts  imported  in  n 
single  year,  and  nil  consumed  in  the  country,  and 
consumed,  as  articles  of  luxury,  by  the  rich  alone, 
and  leaving  the  deposites  in  possession  of  the  States 
with  whom  they  had  been  plecd. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  lelteved  be  had  now  noticed  to 
much  of  the  honorable  8e  mtor's  speech  as  required 
a  reply;  and  he  would  resume  hw  sent  with  again 
repealing  that  it  hnd  been  no  part  of  his  purpose  to 
ascrme  either  exiravsgauce  or  the  opposite  virtue 
to  the  Administration  in  the  purchase  of  Indian 
anufe  or  other  wnnaaeaions.  That  was  not  his  ob- 
ject, or  his  point.  He  only  wished  to  present  n 
true  financial  vieWof  the  condition  of  our  affaire, 
and  to  show  that  our  national  debt  was  much 
greater  and  more  serious  than  a  hasty  reader  of 
lhe  President's  messaee  might  be  led,  from  its  peru- 
se1, to  conclude;  and,  however  warmly  it  admo- 
nished the  country  against  a  national  debt,  yet 
these  admomtioas  were  all  uttered  at  a  moment 
when  a  national  debt  had  already  been  begun,  and 
begun  in  time  of  pence. 

Mr.  W.  havinx  resumed  his  sear, 

Mr*  WRIGHT  said  he  rose  to  make  a  very  few 
explanations,  and  would  detain  the  Senate  but  n 
few  minutes. 

He  thought  the  Senator  in  error  as  to  his  addi- 
tional six  iniilions  of  means  which  had  been  ex- 
pended during  the  term  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion, arising  from  deferred  merchants*  bends.  He 
spoke  from  recollection,  and  would  not  be  confi- 
dent, but  the  only  general  suspension  of  bonds 
which  he  recollected,  took  place  under  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  lfiih  of  October,  1837,  passed  at 
the  extra  session  of  that  year,  and  that  was  a  sun- 
pension  for  but  nine  months,  and  could  only  have 
operated  upon  bonds  falling  doe  in  that  year. 

In  reference  to  the  Senator's  remark  as  to  the 
President^  anticipation  of  a  further  diminution  of 
the  expenses  of  the  Government,  he  preferred  that 
the  President  should  speak  for  himself.  The  Sena- 
tor ta:d  that  be  assigned  no  other  cane  for  tbe  ex- 
pectation than  the  diminution  of  tbe  pension  rott  by 
death.    What  the  President  did  say  was: 

"Causes  are  in  operation  which  will,  it  is  be- 
lieved, justify  a  still  further  reduction,  without  in- 
jury to  any  important  national  interest  The  ex- 
penses of  sustaining  the  troops  employed  in  Flo- 
rida have  been  gradually  and  greatly  reduced, 
through  the  persevering  efforts  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment; and  a  reasonable  hope  msy  be  entertained 
that  the  necessity  for  military  operations  in  ttiat 
quarter  will  soon  cease.  The  removal  of  lhe  In- 
dians from  within  our  settled  borders  :s  nearly  com- 
pleted. The  pension  list,  one  of  me  heaviest 
charges  upon  the  Treasury,  is  w^idly  diminishing 
by  death.  The  most  costly  of  our  public  buildings 
are  either  finished  or  nearly  so;  *nd  we  may,  I 
think,  safely  promise  ourselves  a  centinaed  ejmjmp* 
tion  from  border  difficulties." 

His  principal  object  in  iittier  at  this  time,  was 
to  make  a  correction  of  eft  error  feto  which  the 
(Senator  badMaifen  in  hi*  tot  rejuiVksv  in  re/hfence 
to  the  manner  of  keeping  the  accounts  oftueGrjst 
funds  at  the  Tmmj  Orpnrtmm.    Beta*!* 
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tended  to  make  the  correction  before;  bat  not  bav-* 
in£  noted  il  on  his  brief,  it  had  been  forgotten.  He 
was  expressly  authorized  to  say  that  separate  and 
distinct  accounts  of  all  trust  funds  were  kepi  at  the 
Department,  with  all  the  accuracy  and  care  which 
characterized  the  keeping  of  any  accounts  there. 
The  books  containing  these  accounts  were  regularly 
brought  up,  and  the  statement  of  any  such  account 
could  be  regularly  and  accurately  made  from  them 
but  the  Mate  of  these  accounts  was  not,  as  matte  i 
of  course,  communicated  to  Congress  with  the  S*>. 
cretary's  financial  report  Such  communications 
were  always  made  when  called  for,  and  not  other- 
wise. The  Senator  would  see,  therefore,  that  his 
idea— that  these  accounts,  and  the  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  to  their  credit,  bad  become  intermingled 
with  the  general  affairs  of  the  Treasury,  so  that  it 
was  difficult  to  tell  how  the  trust  funds  did  actually 
stand— was  a  mistaken  one.  There  was  no  confu- 
sion upon  the  subject  at  the  Department. 

After  a  few  remarks  ffrom  Mr.  Wib  tir— 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  wished  to  add  a  single  re- 
mark which  he  had  omitted  when  last  up.  .  The  Se- 
nator complained  that  the  sums  which  were  stipu- 
late, by  the  Indian  treaties,  to  be  invested  for  the 
Indiana,  did  not  appear  in  the  annual  estimates  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  said  the  Indian 
annuities  were  annually  estimated  for,  and  there- 
fore were  made  to  appear  to  Congress  yearly  a« 
claims  which  must  be  paid.  Mr.  Wright  thought 
it  was  a  perfect  answer  to  the  suggestion  to  say  that 
the  interest  upon  the  sums  stipulated  to  be  invested, 
and  not  invested,  was  annually  estimated  for,  as 
the  Senator  would  find  by  examining  the  estimates 
for  the  Indian  Deparment,  and  this  estimate  showed 
the  liability  as  fully  as  an  estimate  of  the  principal 
would  do.  The  estimate  is  for  the  annual  interest 
upon  a  sum  name  I  and  stipulated  by  treaty  to  be 
in  Tested.  Is  it  possible  to  specify  the  liability  more 
distinctly  or  plainly)  Are  our  liabilities  for  the 
annuities  more  fully  exhibited  in  the  estimate*?  He 
could  not  see  that  they  were. 

Another  single  remark  would  content  him.  The 
Senator  seemed  to  suppose  it  doubtful,  from  the 
message  of  the  President,  and  the  remarks  of  him- 
self, whether  they  did  not  both  favor  a  recall  of  the 
moneys  on  deposite  with  the  States,  rather  than  the 
impositions  of  duties  upon  "wines  and  silks."  Of 
.  the  opinion  of  the  President  upon  this  subject,  he 
could  say  nothinr,  because  the  President  had  ex- 
pressed no  opinion;  and  for  himself,  he  could  say 
that  he  had  neither  given,  nor  intended  to  give,  any 
opinion  upon  this  point.  He  would  not  certainly 
favor  a  recall  of  the  money  deposited  with  the 
States,  until  ths  Treasury  wanted  money,  and 
when  that  state  of  facts  should  be  shown,  and  he 
should  be  asked  for  a  vote,  either  to  recall  those 
moneys,  or  to  impose  a  duty  upon  wines  and  silks, 
he  should  not  be  found  unprepared,  or  reluctant,  to 
make  the  decision. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Wright;  which  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Monday  next. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  December  17, 1840. 

The  Hon.  JOHN  MOORE,  member  elect  from 
he  State  of  Louisiana,  in  the  place  of  Rice  Gar- 
land, resigned,  was  duly  qualified,  and  took  his 
'  seat. 

NATURALIZATION  LAWS. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  first  business  in 
order  to  be  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  HAND,  on 
Thursday  last,  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  natu- 
ralization, and  to  repeal  the  laws  now  in  existence 
on  that  subject. 

Mr.  STANLY  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  biH  was  at 
the  printer's,  and,  if  there  were  no  objection,  it 
might  be  passed  over  for  the  present. 

The  SPEAKER  then,  in  accordance  wiih  the 
rule,  returned  the  call  on  the  States  and  Territories 
for  petitions  and  memorials,  commencing  with  the 
Territory  of  Iowa. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  then  presented  by 

Mr.  CARR  of  Indiana. 

Mews.  J.  W.  ALLEN,  DUNCAN,  and  TAY- 
LOR, of  Ohio. 

Mr.  CARTER  of  Tennessee. 


•Messrs.  GARLAND  and  GOGGIN  of  Virginia. 

[Mr.  Gooaro  of  Virginia  presented  ihe  petition 
of  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Vanghn,  of  Bedford  county,  relet-  , 
ieg  to  his  newly  invented  self-moving  locomotive 
engine,  applicable  to  railroads,  asking  the  aid  of 
Congress] 

Mr.  K1EM  of  Pennsylvania. 

[Mr.  Kikm  of  Pennsylvania  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Conrad  Hertz,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
asking  an  addition  to  his  pension}  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions:  seven  peti- 
tions of  similar  lenor  from  nearly  five  hundred  cit- 
z«ns  of  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  in  said  county;  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads ]     . 

Messrs.  BREWSTER,  CLARK,  HOFFMAN, 
FLOYD,  GATES,  and  MONROE,  of  New  York. 

[Mr.  Floyd  presented  the  petition  of  citizens  of 
Oneida  county,  for  the  establishment  of  a  post  route 
from  Clinton  to  Rome] 

Messr*.  SALTONSTALL  and  PARMENTER, 
of  Massachusetts. 

[Mr.  Parmeitbb  presented  petitions  of  Esther 
Carter,  for  Revolutionary  claims;  Sarah  T. 
Pratt,  for  pension;  Anna  Swinnerton,  for  pension; 
Francis  Bush  and  ethers  of  Chelemford,  Masta- 
chusetis,  in  favor  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  Jona- 
than Morse  and  others  of  Methuea,  for  the  same 
object;  ail  of  which  were  referred  to  the  appro- 
priate committees.] 

Mr.  MILLER,  ot  Missouri. 

[Mr.  Miller,  of  Missouri,  presented  a  petition 
signed  by  R.  Hopkins,  John  P.  Pool,  and  others, 
asking  the  establishment  of  a  post  road  from 
Springfield,  in  Green  county;  by  Robert  Patter- 
son, in  said  county;  by  Isbam  P.  Pools  and  Henry 
F.  Ormsbey,  in  Pulaski  county;  thence  to  the 
town  of  Caledonia,  in  Washington  county,  in  said 
State.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads.] 

The  SPEAKER  then  resumed  the  call  on  the 
States  for  reports,  and  there  being  none, 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Til- 
linohast  on  the  1 0th  of  December,  and  partially 
considered  on  yesterday,  was  then  taken  iu  order: 

Ruoltxd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
port to  this  House  how  far,  and  in  what  manner, 
the  act  passed  at  the  last  session,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  collection,  safekeeping,  transfer, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,"  has  been 
carried  into  execution;  whether  any  buildiogs, 
additions  to,  or  alterations  in,  buildings  therein  au- 
thorized or  required,  have  been  commenced;  at 
what  cost,  or  contracts  therefor  made,  or  orders 
therefor  given,  and  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
such  contracts  and  orders;  what  number  of  clerks, 
special  agents,  and  other  officers,  agents  or  ser- 
vants, have  been  and  now  are  employed  under  the 
provisions  of  said  act,  or  for  aid  in  carrying  the 
same  into  effect,  and  where,  and  from  what  times, 
and  at  what  compensations;  whether  each  and 
every  of  the  officers  who  are  therein  required 
to  give  bond  have  given  bond,  and  the  sum, 
sureties,  and  time  of  delhery  of  each  bond; 
and  who,  if  any,  have  not  given  bond;  whether, 
in  the  collection,  or  keeping,  or  transfer,  or 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  ot  any  por- 
tion thereof,  since  said  act  has  been  in  force,  any 
bank  has  been  resorted  to;  and,  if  so,  what  bank 
or  banks,  to  what  extent,  and  in  what  manner,  and 
what  propositions  have  been  made,  if  any,  to  any 
bank  therrfor,  and  setting  forth,  also,  in  what  spe- 
cific manner,  whether  gold  or  silver,  cr  notes  or 
certificates,  or  other  and  what  evidences  of  depo- 
site or  credit,  all  or  any  of  the  revenue  has  been 
collected  or  actually  passed  from  the  hands  of  the 
person  or  persons  from  whom  the  same  was  due, 
to  the  hands  of  the  officer  or  officers  charged  with 
the  immediate  collection  thereof,  since  ?aid  act  has 
been  in  force,  distinguishing,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
bow  much  has  been  so  collected  and  paid  in  each 
specific  matter  or  medium  of  payment;  also,  set- 
ting forth  how,  and  in  what  places  or  offices,  and 
under  what  actual  and  personal  custody  or  keep- 
ing, all  and  any  and  each  portion  ot  the  revenue, 
moneys,  and  assurances,  or  evidences  of  debt  or 
obligation,  have  been  kept  during  said  time;  and 
bow  and  by  what  agencies  and  aid,  and  what 


forms  and  process,  and  on  what  term*,  conditions, 
and  cost  of  exchange  or.  transfer,  and  in  what  -spe- 
cific matter,  whether  gold  and  silver,  or  notes  or 
certificates,  or  other  and  what  evidences,  all,  and 
any  portions  thereof,  have  been  in  said  time  dis- 
bursed and  transferred. 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Biatty  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  T1LUNQHAST  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nay?. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  then  with- 
drawn. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  adoption- of 
the  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Retolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  pay  to 
John  B.  Aycrigg,  John  P.  B.  Maxwell,  WiMtam 
Halstead,  Charles  G.  Straiten,  and  Thomas  Jones 
Yorke,  the  same  compensation  per  diem  and  mile- 
age that  is  allowed  to  members  of  Congress,  com- 
puting the  per  diem  from  the  commencement  of  the 
lart  session  until  tht  16  h  dav  of  July  last. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  VANDERPOEL 
as  to  whether  a  joint  resolution  was  not  the  proper 
form, 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  a  reference  of  the  resolu- 
tion to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  YANDERPOEL  wished  the  motion  of  re- 
ference to  the  Committee  of  Claims  might  nrewafl. 
He  hoped  that  course  would  be  taken,  as  in  case 
should  be  compelled  to  vote  now,  he  must  state  his 
reasons  for  voting  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
adopted  forthwith.  He  contended  that  the  money 
ought  to  be  paid  promptly;  otherwise,  in  cases  of 
contested  election  which  might  hereafter  occur, 
the  candidates  would  be  afraid  to  proceed  to  the 
seat  of  Government.  - 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  demanded  (he  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded,  and  thereby  cut  off  the 
motion. of  reference. 

The  main  question  on  the  resolution  was  then 
ordered. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  its  adoption, 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  about  to  be  taken, 
when 

Mr.  YANDERPOEL  movrd  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table,  and  on  the  motion  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  being  ordered,  resatod^-yeas  62, 
nays  127,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  Anderson,  Atber- 
ton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Blackweii,  Boyd,  Aaron  V 
Brown,  Albert  O.  Brown,  Carr,  Carey,  Chapman, 
Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Cross,  Davee,  Jotm 
Davis,  Doan,  Dotg,  Ear),  Eastman,  Ely,  Fin*, 
Floyd,  Fornanee,  Gerry,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hilt 
of  North  Carolina,  Jackson,  Jameson,  Cave  John- 
son, Nathaniel  Jones,  Leadbetter,  Lowell,  Loess, 
McClellan,  MeCoIlocb,  McKay,  Medill,  Newnard, 
Parrisb,  Parris,  Petrikin,  Reynolds,  Samuels,  Shaw, 
Shepatd,  Albert  Smith.  John  Smith,.  Tbos.  Smith, 
Starkweather,  Strong,  Sweney,  Philip  P.  Thomas, 
Turney,  Vandernoel,  David  D.  Wegener,  Wntrnr- 
son,  and  Jared  W.  Williams— 5*2. 

NAYS-^Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  A»- 
len,  Andrews,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Board  man, 
Bond,  Botts,  Breekenridge,  Brings,  Brockway, 
Sampson  H.  Butler,  William  0.  Butltr,  Calhoun, 
William  B.  Campbell,  Carroll,  Carter,  Clark, 
J.  Cooper,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crans- 
ton, Crockett,  C orris,  Cusfaing,  Dana,  E.  Davies,  J. 
ohn  W.  Davis,  Q.  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Den- 
nis, Del let,  Doe,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Fill- 
more, Fisher,  Oalbraith,  Gates,  Gentry,  Giddings, 
Gopgin,  Groode,  Granger,  Green,  Grinnell,  Haber- 
sham, Hall,  William  S.  Hastings,  Hawe?,  Haw- 
kins, Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hillen,  Hoffman, 
Hook,  Hunt,  James,  Charles  Johnston,  John  W\ 
Jones,  Keim,  Kempsball;  Lane,  Leet,  Leonard, 
Lincoln,  McCarty,  McClure&  Marchand,  Marvin, 
Mason,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Montanya,  Montgome- 
ry, Moore,  MoTgan,  Morrow,  Naylor,  Nfebet,  Ogle, 
Osborne,  Palen,  Parm enter,  Pay oter,  Peck,  Pickens, 
Profit,  Randall,  Randolph,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Reed, 
Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Russell,  Saltonstall, 
Simonton,  Slade,  Trutnart  Smith,  Stanly*  Stuart, 
8oater,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Jacob  Thompson, 
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Job*  B.  Thompson,  Tillioghas»,  Toland,  Triplut, 


>  Underwood,Peter  J.  Wagner,  Warren, 
Job*  White,  Th©m«  W.  Williancs,  Lewi*  Wtt- 
liams,  Joseph  L.  Witoams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams, Wiwhrop,  and  Wise— 127. 

Sd  tbe  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  negatived. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
raiotetioii,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the 
Ctnrfc  proceed  in  the  ca  1  of  the  roll  until  he  came 

Mr.  WISE,  who  asked  the  House  to  excise  him 
from  Toting,  on  Ac  ground  that  neither  be  nor  the 
House  bad  yet  heard  the  evidence  on  whieh  the  in* 
dmdrafe  whose  names  appeared  in  the  resolution 
had  been  refused  their  seal?. 

*  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  was  not  in 
a* the  request  could  be  received  only  by  ge* 
Beat  consent. 

Mr.  WISB  then  gave  notice  thai  he  wonld  re- 
fese  to  vote  until  he  hud  beard  the  testimony  by 
whieh  the  claimants  to  the  seats  were  rejected. 

The  Cuebk  then  proceeded  in  the  call  of  the  roll; 
after  whieh, 

Mr.  LEADBBTTER  wished  also  to  be  excused 
from  voting}  on  the  ground  that  the  appropriation 
of  mosey  in  this  reader  was  unconstitutional.  Mr. 
L.  however,  sobsfquently  withdrew  his  request* 

*11m  reswltof  the  vou  was  then  announced,  as 
follows— yeas  118,  nays  67. 

TEAS— Mean?.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Andrew*,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Board  man, 
Bond,  Butts,  Breckenridge,  Brings,  Brock  way, 
Sampson  H.  Boiler,  William  O.  Bniler,  Calhoun, 
WHhftav  B.  Campbell,  Carroll,  Carter,  Clark, 
James  Coopr,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig, 
Cranston,  Crrekett,  Curtis,  Curbing,  Edward  Da- 
vie^, Ji»hn  W.  Davis,  Garret  Dav,s,  Dawson,  De- 
berry,  Dennis,  Del  let,  Doe,  Edwards,  Evans,  Eve- 
rett,  Fillmore,  Galbraitb,  Gate? ,  Gentry,  Giddin&s, 
ttoggte,  GoodV,  Graham,  Granger,  Green,  Grtn- 
neB,  Habersham,  Hall,  William  S.  Hastings, 
Hawos,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hoff- 
mn,  James,  Charles  Johnston,  Kempshall,  Lane, 
Leonard,  Lincoln,  McCarty,  McClnre,  Mallory, 
Mareband,  Marvin,  Mason,  Mitchell,  Monroe, 
MmngomeiT,  Moore,  Morgan,  Calvary  Morris, 
Afojiow,  Naylor,  Nisbet,  0*le,  Osborne,  Pale©, 
ter,  Peck,  Pope,  Profflt,  Randall,  Randolph, 
,  Rafter,  Beed,  Rttgway,  Edward  Rogers, 
Sa'tonstatl,  Simeaton,  Blade,  Truman 
.  Stoaly,  Smart,  Sqmter,  Bweney,  Jacob 
Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tillingbast,  Tc- 
had^ Tttplett,  Trumbull,  Peter  J.  Wagner,  War- 
re*,  John  While,  Thomas  W.  WUbama,  Lewis 
WMfiame,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H. 
Wiffiaw,  and  Wmihrop— 118. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Juefeou  Allen,  Anderson,  Ather- 
ton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirae,  Black  well,  Boyd,  Aa- 
ron V.  Brown,  GarT,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford, 
Casta,  Connor,  Crary,  Dana,  Davee,  John  Davis, 
Dam*,  Bart,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Fovnanee,  Gotland,  Gerry,  Griffin,  Hand,  Hill  of 
North  Carolina,  Hook,  Hopkins,  Jackson,  Jame- 
*SB,€ave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  Kem- 
bte,  Lowell,  Loans,  MeClellan,  McKay,  Medill, 
Miller,  Farruh,  Panis,  Payater,  Peirikin,  Pren- 
tiaft,  Reynolds,  Rives,  SamueV,  Shaw,  Shepard, 
AJbest  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather, 
Strong,  Pailip  F.  Thomas,  Torney,  Underwood, 
Vauwttpeel,  Waiteraon,  and  Jaied  W.  Williams 


8h>  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  to  ask  the  consent  of  the 
Qoaa*  to  give  the  use  of  the  ball  to  the  "Nations! 
institution  for  the  promotion  of  the  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences," formed  last  year  in  this  city.  The  Secre- 
tary oif  War  was  its  er  officio  presiding  officer,  *nd 
he  had  been  requested  by  the  society  to  deliver  an 
address  before  ibem  oq  the  4th  of  January  next. 
Ife.  A.  hoped  therefore  that  the  use  of  me  hall 
wonld  be  given  on  the  evening  in  question,  for  that 
pojpose.    He  then  made  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  PrCKENS  rose  to  object  to  the  use  of  the 
hall  bring  granted  for-  any  such  purpose.  He  bad 
emecneed  the  p  esent  opportunity  of  giving  his 
views  on  the  subject,  because  he  had  no  sub- 
stantial objeetiun  to  the  object  proposed  by  the 
geottaaan  from  Massachusetts.  In  bis  opi- 
m  on,  the  ball  ought  to.  be  mod  (or  bo  other 


purpose  than  that  for  which  it  was  designed'. 
He  even  objected  to  the  use  of  the  ball  being  given 
for  preaching,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
sometimes  conducted.  If  tbe  privilege  were  given 
to  one  society,  it  might,  on  the  same  principle,  be 
extended  to  other  societies  of  conflicting  views. 
Besides,  if  the  request  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts should  be  granted  in  this  instance,  it 
would  be  establishing  a  precedent  in  which  the  use 
of  the  halt  could  be  claimed  by  societies,  the  prin- 
ciples of  which  were  at  war  with  the  peace  and 
safety  of  the  Union. 

He  fully  concurred  in  the  views  presented  by 
the  eitizens  of  this  District  on  tbe  subject,  and 
trusted  tbe  request  would  not  be  granted. 

After  ?ome  remarks  from  Mr.  STANLY, 

Mr.  ADAMS  adverted  to  the  fact  that  tht  use  of 
the  hall  had,  time  sf  er  time,  been  granted  to  va- 
rious societies,  and  hoped  that  in  the  present  case 
the  rule  would  not  be  departed  from.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  had  carried  his  objec- 
tion still  further,  and  wished  to  abolish  preaching 
in  the  House.  That,  however,  was  not  now  the 
question,  but  if  it  should  be  brought  up  he,  Mr.  A. 
would  give  his  reasons  why  the  practice  of  preach- 
ing ought  to  be  continued.  Mr.  A.  then  made  some 
humorous  allusions  to  the  "societies"  of  which, 
said  he,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  ap- 
pears to  have  so  much  horror. 

The  ques'ton  being  on  the  motion  to  grant  leave, 

Mr.  PICKENS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  not  have  said  a  word 
if  the  yeas  and  nays  bad  not  been  called  for.  He 
should  be  g'ad  to  allow  the  use  of  the  hall  to  any 
society  that  was  decent  and  not  dangerous  to  the 
country.  Mr.  W.  said  this  was  the  people's  House 
for  all  proper  purposes,  but  whenever  any  improper 
society  should  ask  for  the  ure  of  it,  he  would  be 
among  the  first  to  refuse  it.  In  the  present  instance, 
he  hoped  the  request  woo)d  be  complied  with. 

Mr.  DAWSON  observed  that  it  was  known  he 
bad  been  a  uniform  opposer  of  motions  to  grant  the 
use  of  the  hall  for  such  purposes.  If  the  use  of 
the  building  were  granted  to  the  National  Institote, 
every  other  society  in  the  country  would  be  entitled 
to  the  same  privilege;  and  if  they  should  apply,  on 
what  ground  could  they  be  refused?  He  was  for  re- 
restrictiogthe  use  of  the  hall  to  the  legislative  business 
of  the  country.  Tbe  building  was  erected  for  that 
and  no  other  purpose.  There  were  247  members  on 
the  floor,  who  fully  occupied  it,  wherea*,  in  case 
the  lecture  should  be  delivered,  perhaps  1,500  per- 
sons would  wish  to  be  present.  He  thought,  .there- 
fore, in  point  of  convenience  only,  the  churches 
and  other  buildings  in  the  city  would  be  far  pre- 
ferable. He  hoped  the  application  would  bs  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  CRAIG  did  not  think  the  House  wonld  be 
bound  to  grant  the  use  of  tbe  hall  to  any  society, 
merely  because  it  had  extended  the  privilege  to 
some  ef  a  proper  character. 

Mr.  COOPER  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  that  this  was  the  House  of  the  people;  but 
the  people,  in  erecting  it,  had  decided  to  what  pur- 
pose it  was  to  be  devoted,  viz:  as  a  hall  of  legisla- 
tion. He  therefore  considered  they  had  no  autho- 
rity to  grant  the  request  now  made,  and  should 
vote  against  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mhrt?sippi  oesiredto  know 
at  whose  expense  the  lights  were  furnished,  when 
the  us e  of  the  hall  was  granted  for  sneh  purposes. 
If  the  eipeme  did  not  exceed  a  single  cent,  it  in- 
volved the  same  principle  as  if  it  were  a  thousand 
dollars. 

Mr.  WISE  thought'  if  the  Secretary  of  War 
gave  Hpht  to  the  House  by  his  lecture,  it  was  no 
mors  ihan  fair  that  the  Hou&e  should  in  return 
furnisb  light  to  him  and  his  hearers.  His  maxim 
was,  "light -for  light." 

The  question  on  the  motion  was  then  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  rebulted  as  follows — yeas  88, 
nays  84. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  AMen,  Bar- 
nard, Beatty,  Bell,  Board  man,  Bond,  Bolts,  Breck- 
enridge,  Briggs,  Brcckway,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey, 
Clark,  James  Cooper,  William  R.  Cooper,  Craig, 
Crockett,  Cushmg,  Edward  DavWs,  Dcberry,  Den- 
nis, Dellef,  Duncan,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore, 
Fletcher,.  Galbra&h,  Garland,  Gentry,  Giddings, 


Goggin,  Goode,  Graham,  Granger,  Green,  Grinnell, 
Hand,  William  S.  Hastings,  Henry,  Hoffman, 
Hook,  Hunt,  Jackson,  James,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Kempshall,  Ktlle,Leet,  Lincoln,  McClure,  Marvin, 
Mason,  Miller,  Montanya,  Calvary  Morris,  Mor- 
row, 0*le,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Peck,  Profit,  Ran- 
dolph, Rat iden,  Rayner,  Reed,  Ridjway,  Russell, 
Saltonstall,  8imonton,  Albert  Smith,  Truman  Smith, 
Sanly, Surkweather,  Stuart,  Sweney,  Taliaferro, 
Tillinjhast,  Toland,  Trumbull,  Peter  J.  Wagner, 
John  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Wiathrop,  and 
Wise— 88. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Judsdn  Alien,  Andrews,  Alher- 
ton,  Banks,  Baker,  Beiroe,  Blackwell,  Boyd,  Aaron 
V.  Brown,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  Wm.  O.  Butler, 
Calhoun,  Carroll,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Mark  A.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Cranston.  Crary, 
Dana,  John  W.  Davis,  Garret  Davis,  Dawson, 
D.ckerson,  Doe,  Earl,  Eastman,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Gates,  Griffin,  Habersham,  Hammond,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hopkins,  Jame- 
son, Charles  Johnston,  Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  Lane,  Leadbetter,  Lowell,  Lucas,  MeClel- 
lan, McCuMoch,  McKay,  Marchand,  Medill,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Samuel  W,  Morris,  Nisbet,  0> 
borne,*  Palcn,  Parish,  Parri«,  Petrikin,  Pickens, 
Reynolds,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Strong,  Sumter, 
Swearinpen,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson, 
Jacob  Thompson,  J  >hn  B.  Thomdson,  Triplelt, 
Tarney,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel, Watterson,Wick, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Jo- 
seph L.  Williams,  and  Christopher  H.  Williams 
—84. 

So  leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  BO  ITS,  on  leave,  submitted  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  in- 
structed to  report  by.  what  authority  the  sum  of 
$1,180  50  was  paid  to  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  esq.  for 
his  expenses  in  taking  testimony,  etc.  in  the  con- 
tested election  with  Charles  Naylor,  esq.  pending 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  out  of  what  fund 
such  amount  was  paid,  as  reported  in  document  No, 
7  to  this  Houe. 

Mr.  MEDILL  moved  to  amend,  by  including 
the  expenses  in  the  cases  of  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and 
his  colle?goes  from  New  Jersey,  and  also  Mr, 
Naylor. 

Mr.  BOTTS  accepted  Mr.  Medill's  proposi- 
tion. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McKay,  the  resolution 
was  farther  modified  by  substituting  the  Committee 
of  Accounts  for  the  Clerk. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  details  of  the 
resolution, 

Mr.  BOTTS'withdrew  his  acceptance  of  the  mo- 
difications proposed,  and  adhered  to  the  resolution 
as  originally  proposed. 

Mr.  MEDILL  wished  to  have  some  information 
in  relation  to  the  witnesses  who  were  examined  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Natlo*. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  replied  that  tbe  bills  in  favor  of 
his  witnesses  were  not  paid.  They  were  passed  by 
the  Committee  on  Accounts,  and  the  money  ten- 
dered to  him  by  the  Clerk  jbut  believing  such  a  pay- 
ment would  be  iHegal,  it  was  refused. 

After  some  further  conversation  of  a  desultory  ' 
character,  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Medill  was 
withdrawn. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  Botts,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

Mr.  MONROE  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  abolish 
imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  BREWSTER  gave  notice  of  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  certain  har- 
bors on  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes. 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  tbe  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table  one  day,  un- 
der tbe  rule,  and  ordered  to  be  punted: 

Jteaolwd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  do 
make  to  ih.s  House  a  report  to  the  following  effect, 
viz: 

1.  A  statement  showing  the  aggregate  revenue 
which  accrued  to  the  Government  from  customs, 
from  lands,  and  under  tbe  head  of  what  is  usually 
denominated  "miscellaneous,"  in  the  years  1837, 
1838, 1839,  and  1840,  estimating  for  the  last  quar- 
ter of  the  latter  year;  and  showing  also  the  aggre-  - 
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gate  expenditure*  daring  the  same  yearn,  estimat- 
ing for  the  mat  quarter  of  1840,  excluding  ail  pay- 
inenmoa  account  of  the  redemption  of  Treasury 
notes,  tad  also  all  payments  on  account  of  trout 
funds,  except  so  far  as  such  fund*  have  failed  to 
produce  the  fqll  amount  of  interest  or  annuity 
aomajlf  paid  on  accoant  of  them.  The  statement 
to  show  the  general  balance  between  such  revenue 
and  expenditures  for  the  whole  period. 

,9»  A  Statement  showing  the  sources  from  which 
money  baa  been  derived  to  the  Treasury,  within 
the  four  years  above  mentioned,  and  the  amount 
from  each  source,  with  the  aggregates  estimating 
lea  amounts  received  or  receivable  in  the  last  quar- 
,terof.l64Q.  This  statement  to  include  the  sum 
actually  received  in  the  Treasury  after  setting 
apart  the  original  amount  for  deposite  with 
tnp  Stales  under  the  deposite  act  ot  1836;  the 
amount  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposite  mooey 
under  that  act  which  was,  finally  retained  in  the 
Treasury;  the  amount  of  trust  or  indemnity  funds 
(if  any)  received  and  not  invested;  the  amount  of 
Treasury  noies  which  will  be  outstanding  on  the 
1st  ♦(  January,  1841,  with  the  interest  accrued  on 
them;  the  amount  received  on  old  duty  bonds,  the 
payment  of  which  had  been  postponed;  the  amount 
received  on  bonds  for  the  sale  of  the  stock  of  the 
United  States  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  amount  received  from  various  banks  which 
suspended  in  1837.  This  statement  to  show  how 
much,  if  any,  of  these  moneys  remain,  or  will  be  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1841. 

3.  A  statement  (as  far  as  the  same  is  known,  or 
can  be  readily  ascertained)  showing  in  what  case*, 
if  any,  and  to  what  extent  and  pecuniary  amount, 
public  works  have  been  or  will  be  carried  on,  or 
services  rendered  in  behalf  of  the  Government, 
under  appropriations  of  the  present  year,  or  of  past 
yean?,  during  the  year  1840,  (except  under  the  Post 
Office  Department,)  in  regard  to  which  any  special 
agreement  or  understanding  whatever  exists  that 
the  payment  therefor  should  net  be  called  for,  and 
should  not  be  made  in  the  year  1840,  or  until  after 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1841. 

4.  A  staiemeat  showing  what  will  be  the  pro- 
bable amount  out  of  the  new  and  permanent 
appropriations,  as  exhibited  in  the  estimates  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  7th  and  8th  December  instant, 
for  the  year  1841,  which  will  remain  unexpended 
or  uncalled  for  at  the  close  of  the  year  1841. 

5.  A  statement  showing  the  amounts  whieh'will 
be  required  to  purchase  stock,  or  make  invest- 
ments, for  or  in  behalf  of  Indians  or  Indian  tribe*, 
pursuant  to  any  treaty  or  other  stipulation  other 
than  such  as  may  have  been  estimated  ftr  by  the 
Secretary  in  his  report  of  the  7th  December  in* 


6.  A  statement  showing  more  particularly  than 
appears  from  his  report  of  the  7th  December  in- 
stant, how  much  the  expense  i  of  1641  will  fall  be- 
low those  of  1840,  on  account  of  each  of  the  fol- 
lowing particulars,  namely;  because  "the  pensions 
have  diminished  by  death;"  because  "fewer  Indians 
remain  to  be  removed;"  because  "several  expen- 
sive public  buildings  nave  been  mostly  finished;1* 
and  because  "hostilities  with  the  8emmoles  must 
be  nearer  to  a  close." 

7.  A  statement  showing  the  amount  of  claims 
now  pending  in  the  Department,  growing  out  of  the 
Florida  war,  or  relations  wfch  Indiana,  or  other- 
wise, whether  such  claims  have  been  considered  or 
passed  upon  or  not,  with  the  probable  or  proximate 
amount,  in  the  aggregate,  of  such  claims  which 
will  become  a  charge  upon  the  Treasury,  as  nearly 
as  the  Secretary  is  able  to  ascertain  or  to  judge 
thereof,  with  the  means  he  has,  or  can  readily 
command. 

Mr.  HUNT  of  New  York  offered  the  follow, 
inc: 
Joint  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 

Constitution  ol  the  United  Stains,  and  limiting 

the  term  of  office  of  the  President  of  the  United 

States. 

mfsileid setae  flsnere end  ffouet if  BepnunUtim 
•f  me  United  8uta  «/ .America  la  Ccsgnst  cmtm- 
hUdj  (two  thirds  ol  both  fyuaea  deeming  it  neces- 
sary.) That  the  following  article  be  proposed  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  Stabs,  as  aft  amend- 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  State*,  wlpeb 


article,  when  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  said 
Legislature,  to  be  valid,  to  all  ioten>s  and  pur- 
poses, as  part  of  the  said  Constitution,  viz: 

"The  President  of  the  United  Slates  shall  hold 
his  t  fficc  but  for  one  term  of  four  years,  and  shall 
be  ineligible  thereafter." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  MARCH  AND,  it  was 

Mctelud,  That  the  Commiute  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  placing  the  name  of  Samuel  Neely  en  the  list  of 
invalid  pensioners,  and  that  the  accompanying  pa- 
pers be  referred  to  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOLAND,  it  was 

Jfeioted,  That  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  House  any  report  or 
o'her  official  communication  made  to  him  since  the 
1st  of  May  last  by  the  collector  of  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  or  any  other  person,  in  relation  to 
the  condition  of  the  custom-house  building  at  said 
port. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENRY,  it  was 

Jteseiwd,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expedieney  of  making  immediate  pro vu ion  for 
issuing  land  scrip  to  States  for  military  bounty 
land  warrants  in  all  cases  where  warrants  are  out- 
standing for  services  in  the  late  or  Revolutionary 
war,  or  to  make  such  other  provision  as  the  com- 
mittee may  deem  most  expedient 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMMOND,  it  was 

Jtaoieed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  per- 
mitting Abbot  Green  and  Qeorge  Scbnable,  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  apply  the  money  they  have  depo- 
sited with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  for  lands  which  they  might 
purchase  from  the  United  States  atpriva'e/utry,  in 
payment  for  lands  mhich  they  may  hereafter  pur- 
chase at  public  sales. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  inquired  if  the  se- 
lect committee  appointed  last  session  on  the  subject 
of  a  national  foundry  was  considered  as  so  far  in 
existence  as  to  be  authorized  to  submit  their  report 
at  this  session. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  made  a  statement  of  circum- 
stances which  took  place  at  the  last  session,  which 
induced  him  to  believe  the  committee  was  con- 
tinued over  to  the  present  session. 

The  SPEAKER  answered  that  the  committee 
was  discharged  by  the  adjournment  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  could  not  now  report.  - 

Mr.  JOHNSON  then  moved  that  the  com  mil  tee 
be  revived;  which  was  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  the  following: 

1.  Jiaohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  report  to  this  House  the  amount  of 
Treasury  notes  and  drafts  that  have  been  ismed 
and  drawn  since  the  1st  of  January,  1640,  with  the 
respective  dates  at  which  such  notes  and  drafts 
have  been  issued  and  drawn;  together  with  the 
names  of  the  persons  to  whom  or  in  whose  favor 
and  for  whose  benefit  such  drafts  have  been  drawn, 
and  the  service,  consideration,  or  object  for  which 
they  have  been  drawn. 

2.  ibtetod,  That  he  be  directed  to  report  at 
what  time  or  times,  and  what  amount  of  Treasury 
notes,  if  any,  have  been  deposited  with  any  of  the 
banks,  and,  if  any,  which  of  such  bank',  and  at 
what  time;  what  amount,  and  what  description  of 
funds,  if  any,  were  received  from  the  banks  in 
which  such  deposites  were  made;  and  whether  said 
money  was  left  in  deposite  in  said  banks,  or  trans- 
ferred to  the  Independent  or  Sub-Tieasury  as  di- 
rected by  law,  and  at  what  time  the  interest  com- 
menced on  the  notes  thus  deposited. 

The  SPEAKER  was  about  to  put  the  question 
on  these  resolutions,  when  it  was  objected  to,  be* 
cause  they  should  lie  on  the  table  one  day  for  con- 
sideration.^ 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  to  suspend  the  roles  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  resolutions  at  this  time, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered. They  were  taken,  and  resulted— for  the 
suspension  80;  against  it,  60,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Andrews,  Bell,  Board- 
man,  Bond,  Botts,  Brings,  Brockway,  Calhoun, 
Wm.  B.  Campbell*  Carter!  Casey*  Clark,  James 


Copper.  Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett.  CtotavCuahiuf, 
El  ward  Davies,  Qarvet  Davis,  Dawson,  Penally. 
Doe,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Fisher,  Garland,  Ghftmv 
Giddiats,  Geggin,  Goode,  Graham,  Granger,  Grin- 
nell,  Habersham,  Wm.  a  Hastings,  Henry,  Hill 
of  Virginia,  James,  Charles  Johnston,  Wm.  Coat 
Johnson,  Lane,  Lincoln,  Lucas.  Marvin,  Mnsew, 
Morgan,  Calvary  Morris,  Morrow,  Ogle,  Paiea, 
Peck,  Pope,  Promt,  Randall,  Randolph,  Bariena, 
Rayntr,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Rustell,  Sahoantall, 
SuBontoa,  Stale,  Truman  Smith,  Stuart,  Samsar, 
Taliaferro,  Tillinghaet,  Tomnd,  Triplets,  True*- 
bull,  Uoderwood,  P.  J.  Wagner,  John  Whfca,  I*, 
Williams,  C.  H«  Williams,  Wmtbfop,  and  Win* 


NAYS— Messrs.  Atherton,  L;nn  Banks,  Beefty, 
Beirne,  Aaron  V*  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Wen. 
O.  Butler,  Carr,  Connor,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Craag, 
Crary,  John  W.  Davis,  Doig,  Duncan,  Hart, 
Floyd,  Griffin,  Hand,  Hawkins,  Hillea,  JaehnoB, 
Jameson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  nolle,  Lee*, 
Leonard,  Lowell,  McClellan,  McGluie,  McCul- 
loch,  McKay,  Marchand,  Medill,  Montaaya,  Par- 
rish,  Parmcater,  Pavuter,  Prtrikm,  Pleats*,  Rey- 
nolds, Byall,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Sheperd,  Saws* 
weather,  Strong,  Swearingea,  8weney,  Philiev JT. 
Themes,  John  B.  Thompson,  Torney,  VanderpoeU 
Vroom,  Watterson,  Welter,  Wick,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, and  Henry  Williams— 60. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARLAND  of  Virginia,  it 
was 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  nnd  accompanying  report 
in  relation  to  illegal  and  fraudulent  sales  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  minieg  districts  of  Wiskoassw, 
be  printed. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  GRAHAM,  it  was 

Ha  deed,  That  the  Committee  of  Clnima  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  paying 
Wm.  Cunningham,  of  North  Carolina,  for  services 
rendered  to  the  United  States  ae  wagon  master, 
when  the  Government  was  preparing  to  lemowa 
the  Cherokee  Indians, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STANLY,  it  was 

Jtoofesd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tif  usury  ha 
directed  to  send  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  cone* 
spondence  between  him  and  the  Treasurer  of  she 
United  States,  arid  between  the  Trcoenrer  andsmy 
of  his  clerks,  relative  to  the  actual  operation  of  the 
SubTreatoiy  bill,  as  it  passed  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Stele*. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  STANLY,  it  was     * 

RsssJmrf,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be.  di- 
rected to  piece  such  books  and  papers  in  mw  Da* 
partment  as  are  not  wanted  for  immediatauaa^  in  aha  - 
fire-proof  vaults  of  the  Treasury  building. 

Thisresotutioa  was  read,  and  disagreed  hx 
SALARY  OF  CHAPLAINS. 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia, 


heretofore  given,  asked  leave  to  introduce*  bill  so 
repeal  the  lawn  now  in  force  fixing  the  nhnj  of 
the  Chaplain. 

Some  objection  being  made  to  granting  ieajsa 
tomtioducetberxll,itwa*read  throughout  ta  ihm 
House. 

Mr.  RERD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  atd,  being  taken,  the  vote  stamm 
For  granting  leave,  21,  againartr,  140,  as  foilwwai 

YEAS— Messrs.  Boyd,  Asroa  V.  Brown,  Onir, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davie, 
Dawson,  Edwards,  Griffin,  Hill  of  North  Canstiam, 
Hubbarl,  James,  Jameson,  Jenifer,  Nathaniel 
Joaes,  MdKay,  Mitchell,  Montgomery,  PstriWa, 
Sumter,  and  Turney— fit. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.Allen, An- 
derson, Atherton,  Banks,  Baker,  Barnard,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Black,  Bieckwell,  Boardman,  Bond,  Brew* 
ster,  Brig**,  Brockway,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Carroll,  Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chut,  CliaVfd, 
Connor,  James  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig,  Cranston, 
Crary,  Crockett,  Dana,  Thomas  Dtvee,  Edward 
Davies,  Garret  Davir,  Deberry,  Dennis,  P  ' 
Delict,  Doe>  Doig,  RarH  Eastman,  Evans,  1 
Fil  more,  Fine,  Fisher,  F|0yd,  Garland, 
Gen  y,  Gidding*,  Gosuin  ,Qood*>  Qrahsm,  Granger* 
Grreo,  Hammond,  Hand.  Vt*itttam  S.  Hastings, 
Hawcs,  HawkiM)Hewy;B.vV^Nu«^HiUe», 
Hoffman,  Bupkav,  Ht*t,^J^  QWis  Jo*js> 
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*ten,Wa».  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kitle,  Lane,  Lee*,  Leonard, 
Lineeta,  L>w/eil,  Lucas,  McCarty,  McCiure, 
Mssreaaad,  Marvin,  Mason,  Montanyu,  Naylor, 
Nssaet,  Otbonie,  PaJen,  Parmeoter,  Parrte,  Payn- 
tor,  Peck,  Pope,  Pre  fit,  Randall,  Randolph,  Ran- 
ds*, Recti,  EeynoMa,  Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers, 
Rossell,  Ryalt,  Samuels,  8haw,  Simon  on,  8lade, 
Jots*  Smith,  Tranian  6mitb,  Stanly ,  Starkweather, 
g,  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  Ta>lor,  Philip  F. 
Wudiy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson, 
TsutnaJsatt,  Triplet!,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van* 
eereeel,  Vroow,  David  D.  Wegener,  Peter  J. 
Wagner,  John  White,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Too*. 
W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Lewis  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  William*,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
Watihrop,  and  Wise— 140. 

So  leave  was  lefased. 

Mr.  COOPER  then  naked  leave  to  introduce  a 
resolution  directing  an  inquiry  iato  the  expediency 
of  repealing  the  law  now  ia  force  tiling  the  salary 
of  the  Chaplains  to  Congress. 

Ac  resolotioo  was  read,  and 

Mr.  C.  explained  the  object  cf  the  inquiry  he 


Objection  was  made  to  granting  leave,  and  so 
the  asatter  rests. 

Mr.  DAWSON  moved  the  following: 

feasted,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  he,  and  he 
is  hereby,  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House 
the  number  of  claims  which  have  been  f  resented 
lo  that  Department  for  horse«,  Ac  lost  in  ihe  save* 
ml  campaigns  in  Florida  against  ihe  Seminole  In 
dinar,  how  many  hive  been  allowed  and  paid;  and 
the  reasons  why  the  ether*  have  not  been  paid. 
Ami  that  the  Secretory  of  Wax  be  also  requested  to 
recommend  such  amendments  to*  the  laws  regulat- 
ing such  claims  as  he  may  deem  necessary  10  se- 
cure to  me  soldier*  a  remuneration  for  the  losses 
than  sustained  in  the  service  of  fte  country. 

This  resolution,  under  the  rales,  was  laid  over 
one  day. 

Mr.  DAWSON  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  consider  it  at  this  time,  which  was  re- 
fused. 

Mr.  TURNBY  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rales, 
bat  twe-tairds  not  wing  therefor,  the  rales  were 


On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  it  was 

Sisssmd,  That  the  President  iaform  this  House 
what  appropriation*  of  money  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress  were  expanded  by  him;  designating  to 
went  particular  objects  such  appropriation*  were 
made,  and  the  specified  sums  suspended;  and  what 
sums  continued  to  be  so  suspended  nt  the  com* 
mausxsnent  of  the  present  session,  and  their  objects 
respectively. 

Mr.  WSLLER  moved>a  adjournment,  which 
was  net  carried. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  a  resoJaticn  proposing 
nut  following  amendment  to  Ihe  rales: 

"Ail  use  States  and  Territories  shall  be  called  for 
resolutions  on  each  alternate  Monday  during  each 
tendon;  and,  if  necessary  to  secure  this  object  on 
seat  day*,  nil  resolutions  which  shall  give  rfce  to 
debate  shall  lie  over  for  one  day,  and  on  ihe  next 
subsequent  day  appropriated  to  resolution*-;  aad 
after  all  the  Slates  and  Territoue?  shall  have  been 
called  through,  the  resolutions  so  lying  over  »hall 
come  up  ia  the  order  in  which  they  were  respective- 
ly offered."  ^ 

Mr.  A.  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to  consider  the 
resolution  at  this  time;  which  motion  to  suspend 
nun  use  carried,  and  the  r&o'ution  wai  laid  over. 

Mr.  CROCKETT,  under  the  notice  given  by 
aim  some  days  ago,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  authorize  the 
Stale  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  ti- 
ttasto  the  lands  therein  des  -ribed,  and  to  settle  the 
datum  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands 
within  the  same;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
mine  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  it  was 

SiMleti,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  paying 
John  O.  Bibb  for  a  horse  and  other  property  lost  in 
the  Florida  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOSEPH  L.  WILLIAMS,  it 
wis 


JtoeJwrf,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poit  Office 
s nd  Post  Roads  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing a  direct  continuous  mail  route  from  Ash* 
vrttf,  North  Carolina,  to  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama, 
via  the  counties  of  Cocke,  Sevier,  Blount,  Mon- 
roe, McMinn,  and  Bradley,  Tennessee;  the  coun- 
ties of  Cam,  and  Murray,  Georgia;  and  the  conn- 
ties  of  Benton  and  St.  Clair,  Alabama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  G0ODE,  it  was 

JfessJsed  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
required  to  report  to  this  House  whether  any,  and, 
if  any,  what,  part  of  the  surplus,  or  additional  sec- 
tions, or  parts  of  sections,  (lying  along  and  adjoin- 
ing the  alternate  sections  on  the  Miami  Canal,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  aad  withheld  from  sate  at  the 
same  time,  the  said  alternate  sections  being  within 
them,)  ha*  been  sold  since  the  first  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1836;  also,  that  he  state  to  whom  said  lands 
have  bee*  sold,  at  what  land  office,  at  what  time, 
at  what  price,  and  whether  the  patents  have  been 
issued  for  the  said  lands,  and,  if  not,  whether  it  is 
the  intention  ef  said  Department  to  jsue  said  pa- 
tents, and  whether  said  sales  were  in  pursuance  of 
the  order  of  said  Department  or  noi;  and  that  be 
furnish  copies  of  all  instructions,  given  by  the  dif- 
ferent Commissioners  of  the  General  Laud  Office 
from  time  to  time,  relating  to  the  withholding  from 
sale  of  lands  on  the  routs  of  the  said  Miami  Canal, 
and  on  the  Auglaize  river,  in  ihe  State  of  Ohio,  as 
alternate  sections  on  said  canal;  and  all  the  corre- 
spondence of  said  Depart  me  bt  with  the  (fficers  of 
the  laud  c  ffice  where  said  lands  may  have  bven 
sold,  nnd  th«  correspondence  of  the  *atd  Depart- 
ment wi  h  ail  others  on  the  subject  of  said  addi- 
tional section*,  or  the  sale  the  reof;  and  that  he  ako 
furnish  this  House  wi  h  a  copy  of  the  order  or  role 
of  the  Department  of  the  It  day  of  January,  1836, 
relative  to  the  manner  in  which  lands  are  allowed 
to  be  entered  which  have  been  snbj'ct  to  private 
entry,  but  withheld  from  .-a1*  from  any  cause. 

O a  motion  of  Mr.  PROFFiT,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House,  at  as  early  a  day  as  pos- 
sible, copies  of  all  correspondence  between  the  De- 
partment and  Superintendents  of  the  Cumbeilind 
Road  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  during  the 
year  1840  Also,  copies  of  all  correspondence 
during  the  same  time  between  the  Department  and 
the  Superintendent  of  public  works  on  the  lake  bor- 
der of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Wis- 
konsin.  Also,  copies  of  correspondence  and  orders 
to  suspend  operations  on  the  public  works  aitd  sell 
the  public  property  and  machinery,  if  such  has  been 
given. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Mr.  RARIDEN  moved  the  following: 

Risoloed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  set- 
ting apart  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  Cumberland  Road  in  Ohio  to  it* 
western  termination,  to  be  constructed  iu  a  continu- 
ous line  fn  m  EaU  to  West,  and  of  distributing  the 
residue  of  the  sail  proceeds  among  the  several 
States  upon  the  principle  of  what  is  called  Mr. 
Clay's  land  bill,  taking  the  census  of  1840  as  the 
basis  of  the  distribution. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  en 
the  table. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered; 
but  before  taking, 
A  motion  to  adjourn  was  made  and  prevailed. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
*     Fjuiuy,  Dec.  18, 1840. 

After  th»  journal  had  been  read, 

Mr.  JONES,  from  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  making  appro- 
priation for  the  payment  of  Revolutionary  and 
other  pensioners  oi  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1841. 

The  bill  was  read  a.  first  and  second  time,  when 

Mr.  J.  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ADAMS  desired  to  knew  whether,  in  that 
bill,  any  provision  had  been  made  for  the  payment 
of  navy  pensions. 

Mr.  JONES  replied  that  there  had  not,  as  that 


subject  bad  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  as  payment  to  the  naval 
pensioners  would  have  to  be  made  on  the  first  of 
January,  he  hoped  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afmira 
would  make  «  speedy  report 

Mr.  REED  observed  that  since  the  subject  hud 
been  referred  to  the  committee,  its  chairman  had 
not  been  present. 

Mr.  ADAMS  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
wait  fur  the  chairman.  There  was  but  a  short  pe- 
riod intervening  between  now  and  the  tkne  when 
the  money  would  be  doe.  Besides,  there  was  a 
special  recommendation  •ubmitted  to  the  House  by 
the  Pres^ent  on  the  subject.  He  trusted,  there- 
fore, that  speedy  action  would  be  hid,  and  that  the 
faith  of  the  nation  pledged  to  these  pensioners 
would  not  be  endangered  by  the  fact  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  was  ab± 
sent  from  his  post. 

The  question  on  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  the 
Commit  tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  So 
the  bill  was  referred,  and,  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  the  Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means  were  authorized  to  employ  a 
clerk  at  the  rate  of  #4  per  day. 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Kentucky  gave  notice  that  he 
would,  at  some  future  day,  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  limit  the  compensation  and  emoluments 
of  district  attorneys,  marshals,  clerks,  collectors  of 
ports,  and  other  officers  of  the  United  State*;  and 
to  regulate  the  fee  bill  and  costs  to  te  taxed  in 
suits  in  the  United  States  courts. 

Mr.  EtTANS,  on  leave,  presented  a  petition  nu- 
merously signed  by  citizens  of  Portland,  Maine,  on 
the  subject  of  the  colonial  trade;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  moved  that  when 
the  House  adjourned,  it  adjourn  to  Monday  next. 
Mr.  J.  observed  that  some  time  would  be  required 
to  repair  and  replace  the  seats,  which  had  been  da- 
maged by  the  fall  of  the  chandelier.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  motion  would  he  concurred  in. 

The  question  being  taken,  U  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  then  moved  that  the  House  do 
adjourn;  which  motion  was  also  agreed  to. 

And  the  House  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

IN  SENATE, 
Mohday,  December  21,  1841. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut, 
and  Mr.  WALKER,  appeared  in  their  places  this 
morning. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  a  document  in 
relation  to  the  claims  of  the  representatives  of  Col. 
Francis  Vigo;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Polk;  which  was  xeferred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  lb*  petition  and 
papers  of  Jacob.  Pennell,  now  on  file,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce;  and  the  petition 
and  papers  of  Richard  B.  Mason  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SfiVlER  presented  the  petition  of  Jerry  Hi- 
nant;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Diiectors  of  the  Grand  Gulf  Rail- 
road Company,  praying  for  a  remission  of  duties 
on  certain  railroad  iron  imported;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  W.  the  petition  and  papers 
of  John  Hutchias  and  others,  now  on  file,  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  Ca'harine  Haywood,  and  of  Catharine 
Howard,  were  taken  from  the  files  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  P.also,  moved  that  John  Bauer  have  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papery  which  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Daniel  Steenrod,  now  on  file,  were  referral 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
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Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  petition  of  a  large 
number  of  citizens  of  New  York,  praying  the  pas* 
sage  of  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy; 
1/     which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  an  additional  document  in 
relation  to  the  claim  of  the  Missouri  volunteers; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  ANDERSON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  authorise  the  Legislature  of  the8tate  of  Arkansas 
to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  use 
of  schools  in  that  StaU;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  O  mmiiteeon  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  re- 
solution to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  addi'ional 
compensation  to  registers  and  receivers  in  certain 
cases,  made  an  unfavorable  report  thereon;  and  the 
committee  were  discharged  from  its  further  conside- 
ration. 

Mr.  C  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  ^he  bill  to  amend  sn  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certiin  lands  therein  de- 
scribed, and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and 
unappropriated  lands  within  tbe  same,"  passed  the 
18th  day  of  of  April,  1806,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  C.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  a  bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  the  inha- 
bitants ot  townships  deprived  of  tbe  16.h  section 
by  Indian  reservations,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration,  as  there  was  a  gene- 
ral bill  on  the  subject  already  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  C.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  for  tbe  establishment  of  a  per- 
manent prospective  pre-emption  law,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment,  and  asked  that  it  might 
be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Murphy;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  T.  Bank?; 
severally  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.   HUBBARD,   from    the   Committee   on 
Cairns,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
W  lliams,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further 
'  consideration,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mit ee  on  the  Judiciary;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition of  Charles  Howe;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
various  memorials  had  been  referred,  reported  the 
following  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gad  Humphrey?; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Malachi  Hagan; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  J.  Bulow; 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Clemens,  Bryan,  and 
Company;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Moore. 

These  bills  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joab  Seely,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  for  the  redaction  and  graduation  of 
the  price  of  the  public  lands,  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Nathaniel  Prjer. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  on  leare,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  JohnMeLeod;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Abraham  White,  and  of  Mary  Brush, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claim?. 

Mr.  M.  from  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  How- 
ard Institution  of  the  city  of  Washington;  and 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Carter;  which  were 
severally  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  removal  of  the  raft  in  Red  river,  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  atked 
that  it  might  be  made  the  order  of  ihe  day  for 
Thoisday  next;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  K.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  procure  steam  ves&eU  for  the  reve- 
nue service, reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  K.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred 

The  bill  allowing  drawback  upon  foreign  mer- 
chandise exported  in  the  original  packages  to  Chi- 
huahua and  Sante  Fe,  in  Mexico; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Piumb  Island  Bridge 
Company;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  cf  Noah  Miller  and  others; 
severally  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  cede  tbe  pub- 
lic lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  upon  certain 
conditions. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  ihe  bill  to  make  new 
provisions  respecting  navy  pensions,  and  making 
farther  provisions  in  relation  to  navy  pensioners 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  a?kcd 
that  it  might  might  ba  made  the  speeial  order  of 
the  day  for  Wedm  sday  next;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FULTON  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  be 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Wilson. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  and  others,  directors 
of  an  association  called  the  New  England  Misstssip. 
pi  Land  Company;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  E.  Nourse; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  a  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  cer- 
tain officers  of  the  revenue  cotters  while  serving  in 
tbe  navy  of  the  United  States;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  taking  the  sixth 
census;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors  on  tbe 
Northern  and  Northwestern  lakes;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  the  petitions  of  John 
Jordan,  Frederick  Seigle,  William  Ramsey,  John 
H.  Piatt,  and  Moses  Elder,  which  were  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  petition  of 
James  McCrorj;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Isaac  Bronson  were  withdrawn  from  the 
files  of  tbe  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  H.  the  petition  and  papers  of 
Moses  and  Harriet  Strong,  and  of  Hugh  Stewart, 
were  withdrawn  from  the  ties  of  the  S«nate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  bill  reviving 
and  extending  the  charters  of  the  banking  institu- 
tions of  the  District  was  taken  up,  an^  Mr.  T. 
moved  an  amendment  thereto;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  T.  said  this  bill  proposed  to  revive  the  char- 
ters of  a  number  of  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, which  charters  were  not  then  before  them. 
He  understood  the  charters  were  alike,  and  thr re- 
fore  he  moved  the  printing  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Metropolisonly,  with  the  various  amend- 
ments thereto,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING  could  not  see  the  necessity  of  print- 
ing the  charter,  as  it  had  been  already  printed,  and 
the  Senator  could  see  it  at  the  Clerk's  table.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  honorable  Senator  would 
wi  hdraw  his  proposition. 


Mr.  TAPPAN  said  he  had  not  been  able  to  find 
the  charters  in  any  of  the  documents  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate;  but  if  the  Senator  from  Alabaaaa 
had  a  copy,  and  would  lend  it  to  him,  he  would  be 
satisfied;  for  otherwise  he  knew  not  where  to  pro- 
cure one. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  printing, 
and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  peti* 
lions  of  John  Piper  and  Anthony  Gale,  now  on 
file,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions* 

Mr.  MOUTON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
atked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  de  Passau  ef  Lou* 
isiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan  of  Loui- 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan  of  Loui- 
siana; 

A  bill  to  confirm  claim  to  lands  in  the  district 
between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers* 

A  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the  Oea- 
cb:ta  laud  district,  in  the  8tate  of  Louisiana; 

A  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  Lou- 
isiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptule  Grainger; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  tee  heirs  of  Madame  De 
Lu*s?r,  and  their  legal  representatives; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Juan  Belgar* 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of  William  Conway; 

A  b:ll  for  Ihe  relief  of  Pierre  Babin; 

A  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the 
Greenburg  Land  District,  State  of  Louisiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Compton,  assignee 
of  Ganigues  Fiaujac; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptist  Comemn; 

A  bi  1  confirming  the  claim  o(  John  Baptists 
I  of  land  in  Louisiana;  and 


Lecompte  to  a  tract  < 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  lecal  representatives 
of  Therese  Malette,  widow  of  Gaspard  Phioie. 

These  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  and  agreed  toe 

RaoUed,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in* 
8tructed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  granting 
further  time  for  payment  to  tbe  depoaite  banks  in 
the  city  of  Natchez,  in.  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  PORTER  submitted  the  following  mate— 
tion;  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

&aoU»d,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instructed  to  inform  the  Senate  what  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands  have  been  made  in  the  State  of  Michigan, 
north  of  the  line  dividing  townships  twelve  and 
thirteen  north,  and  west  of  the  line  dividing  ranges 
-two  and  three,  west  of  the  principal  meridian. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

MesoUtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  requested  to  send  te  the  Senate  all  the  docu- 
ments and  papers  relating  to  the  reports  of  the 
different  boards  of  commissioners  acting  under  the 
act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands  m 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  approved  February  6, 1835. 

Mr.  NORVELL  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration t 

Rwthid,  That  the  Secretary  cause  the  chande- 
lier suspended  in  tte  Senate  chamber  to  be  re- 
moved as  toon  as  it  can  conveniently  be  done. 

Trie  resolution  submitted  some  days  since  call- 
ing on  the  President  for  information  relative  to  the 
Northeastern  boundary,  was  taken  up;  and  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  referred  to  ihe  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affair;. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Tho- 
mas Cooper,  deceased;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  P.  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  tbe 
relief  of  Gen.  John  E.  Wool  and  Gen.  Geoige 
Croatian;  fehich  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  affair*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplementary  to  an 
act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain 
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Mf.KlNGf  uud,that  be  bad  received  a  letter 
from  an  unfortunate  debtor  in  New  Yoik  in  rela- 
tion tptbe  subject- matter  of  ibis  bill.  Tbe  laws  of 
New  Yoik,  prior  to  tbe  last  sessioa  of  her  Legisla- 
ture, had  recognised  a  distinction  between  resident 

!  and  non-resident  debtors.  The  resident  debtors 
were  exempted  from  imprisonment  for  debt  in  cer- 
tain cases.  The  non-resident  debtors  were  still 
sabjeet  to  it  At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature 
of  New  York,  the  difcrimiaatioa  was  repealed, 
and  both  classes  of  debtors  placed  on  tbe  same 
footing.  But  the  act  of  Congress  of  1839,  to  abo- 
lish imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  oa*ess  having 
pissed  before  the  act  passed  by  New  York  last  win- 
ter, was  not  applicable  to  non-reudente  of  that 
Skate.  Tbe  provisions  of  tbe  present  bill  would 
extend  the  benefit  of  the  law  of  i&J!)  to  that  class 
of  dehrofs.    He  trusted  that  no  objection  would 

(     be  nude  to  its  passage  at  once. 

Mr.  WALL  begged  leave  10  return  bis  thanks 

•      to  his  honorable  friend  from  Alabama,  for  bringing 

[      this  bill  before  the  Senate  at  this  time;  and  he  hoped 

|  that  his  motion  would  be  unanimously  sustained. 
He  folly  concurred  with  him  in  the  propriety,  and 
he  migU  add  the  justice  and  necessity  of  the  imme- 
diate action  of  ihe  Senate.  He  believed  that  there 
would  be  but  one  opinion  among  Senators  upon 
the  merits  of  the  bill.  The  original  bill  was  in- 
tended.to  conform  the  practice  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  8tafe*,  in  respect  to  ihe  imprisonment  of 
the  body,  to  that  of  the  several  States  in  which 
they  sit.  The  construction  which  that  law  had  re* 
ccived  in  those  coarts,  confined  its  remedial  opera* 
uon  to  the  easej  where  a  8tate  had  abolished  im- 
pieonD«nt  for  debt  previous  to  the  passage  of  the 
law.  This  defect  in  the  law  was  presented  to  the 
notice  of  the  Senate,  at  the  last  session  by  hi*  ho- 
norable friend  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Nokvsll,] 
who  intioduced  the  present  bill.  It  received  the 
sanction  of  ihe  Judiciary  Com  mil  Ue,  and  parsed 
lbs  body  unanimously,  and  was  sent  to  the  H*use 
of  Representatives  eaily  during  the  last  session, 
where  it  remained  unacted  on  at  their  adjourn- 
ment. As  soon  as  the  committees  of  the  Senate 
were  organized  at  the  present  session,  the  same 
bill  was,  oa  ihe  motion  of  the  same  Senator,  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  which,  at 
ihe  earliest  moment  practicable,  reported  it  to  the 
Senate^  **d  recommended  its  passage.  He  bad 
been  induced  to  make  these  remarks  in  the  hope  that 
thin  bill  might  attract  the  attention  of  those  else- 
where, who  could  prevent  it  from  remaining 
among  the  unfinished  business  of  tbe  present  ses- 
sioa. 

Mr.  NORVELL  said  that,  in  addition  to  the 
reason*  assigned  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  King]  in  favor  of  the  immedia'e 
passage  of  this  supplemental  bill,  he  would  observe, 
mat  m  one  or  two  States,  besides  New  York,  cer- 
tainly in  one  other,  laws  had  been  passed  abolish- 
ing imprisonment  for  debt  within  their  respective 
limits,  subsequently  to  the  passage  of  Ibe  act  to 
which  the  present  bill  was  a  supplement.  The  citi- 
zens of  those  States  were,  therefore,  by  the  con- 
struction of  the  Federal  courts,  excluded  from  the 
benefit  of  »he  act  of  Congress  of  1839,  conforming 

i  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  reference  to  non- 
imprisonment  for  debt,  to  tbe  laws  of  the  several 
States  in  force  at  the  time  of  its  passage.  His  ho- 
norable friend  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Wall]  had 
done  him  tbe  Justice  to  a&cribe  to  him  the  credit,  if 
it  were  any,  of  first  calling  the  at  ention  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  defects  of  the  act  of  1830,  at  d  of  propos- 
ing the  remedy  which  the  present  bill  presented. 
He  was  glad  that  the  Senator  from  Alabama  had 
thus  early  moved  the  consideration  of  a  bill  50  hu- 
mane in  its  objects,  and  concluded  by  the  ex- 
pression of  a  hope  that  the  Senate  would  immedi- 
ately pass  it  and  send  U  to  the  other  Hous*. 
Tbe  bill  was  accordingly  taken  up,  and  coau- 

1  dercd  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  leading. 

ORDERS  OP  THE  DAY- 
The  joint  resolution  proposing  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution, of  the  United  States  to  limit  the  tenure  of 
law  judges  of  the  federal  courts  was  taken  up,  and, 

I     on  moti<n  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  tbe  first  Monday  in  January. 
The  bill  to  establish  a  Board  ol  Commissioners 


10  hetr  and  determine  claims  against  the  United 
Slates  was  taken  up  and  made  the  special  order  for 
Monday  next. 

The  bill  granting  to  tbe  State  of  Michigan  a 
quantity  of  land  to  aid  said  State  in  the  cons  trac- 
tion of  a  canal  around  the  Falls  of  Ste  Marie  was 
taken  up  and  made  the  special  order  for  Tuesday 
next. 

The  bill  to  create  an  additional  land  office  in  the 
State  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,  being 
taken  Up, 

Mr.  NORVELL  explained  the  necessity  of  its 
passage,  and  hoped  it  would  be  acted  on  without 
delay. 

Mr.  PRESTON  wished  a  postponement  of  the 
bill  unt.l  ihe  Senator's  colleague  [Mr.  Poaraa]  was 
in  his  seat,  and  also  to  enable  tbe  Senate  to  acquire 
the  information  requisite  to  act  understanding^  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  N3RVELL  said  that  all  the  information 
necessary  was  already  before  the  Senaie,  and  pre* 
sumed  that  his  c  -1  league  could  have  no  objection 
to  immediate  action  on  the  bill.  If,  however,  he 
[Mr.  Porter]  wished  its  postponement,  Mr.  N. 
would  not  press  tbe  matter  at  present. 

Mr.  PORTER  (who  had  just  come  in)  express- 
ing a  wish  that  the  bill  might  be  patsed  over,  it 
was  accordingly  done. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Paschal); 

Tne  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of  Alabama 
tbe  two  per  cent,  fund  reserved  by  tbe  act  for  her 
admission  into  the  Union,  to  bs  applied  to  the 
making  of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  sajd  State; 

The  bill  to  establish  an  additional  Jaod  district 
in  State  of  Alabama; 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Jonc; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  ye  tilers  on  the 
public  lands,  who  were  deprived  of  Ihe  benefits  of 
tbe  act  granting  pre-emption  rights,  which  was  ap- 
proved on  tbe  l!Kh  of  June,  1834; 

The  bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  the  inhabitants  cf 
townships  deprived  of  the  lG.h  section  by  Indian 
reservation?; 

The  bill  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  a  certain  reservation  in  the 
State  of  Alabams; 

The  bill  in  relation  to  donations  of  land  to  cer- 
tain persons  in  the  State  of  Arkansas; 

The  bill  to  quiet  the  titles  of  certain  land  claim- 
ants in  tbe  State*  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and 
for  ether  purpose*; 

The  bill  to  settle  the  title  to  certain  tracts  of  land 
in  the  State  of  Arkansas; 

Tne  bill  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  township 
eight  north,  range  thirty- two  west,  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  to  enter  a  section  of  land  in  lieu  of  ihe 
rixtecnth  section  in  said  township,  upon  condiiion 
that  tbe  same  be  surrendered  to  the  United  States 
for  military  porposes; 

The  bill  authorizing  the  inhabitant*  rf  fractional 
township  ten  south,  of  range  one  east,  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  to  enter  one  half  section  of  -land  for 
school  purposef; 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  James  Smith  of  Arkan- 
sas; and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Ar- 
kansas, who  lost  their  improvements  in  conse- 
quence of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Choctaw  Indians; 

were  severally  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  engroised  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  Executive  business; 
and  afterwards 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  December  21,  1840. 
Tbe  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications,  viz: 

1.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  trans- 
mitting a  statement  of  the  funds  of  the  Chicka- 

aw  Indians,  as  required  by  the  act  of  20  h  April, 
1836. 

Ox  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  referred  to  the  Com 
mittee  on    Indian   Affairs,   and   ordered   to-  be 
printed. 

2.  From  the  Commissioner  of  tbe  Public  Build- 
ings transmitting  copies  of  all  the  contracts  made 


in  his  office  from  the  1st  December,  1839,  to  the 
14th  December,  1840. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

3.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Wis* 
konsan,  trans  Kitting  two  copies  of  the  laws  of 
said  Territory,  passed  at  the  last  two  sessions  of 
the  Legislature  thereof. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  tbe  Territories. 

4.  From  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  as  follows: 
Hon  R.  M.  T.  Homtsjr, 

Speaker  of  tbe  House  of  Representatives: 
£ir:  In  pursuance  of  the  following  resolution  of 
the  House,  dated  December  17,  1840:  "Retched, 
That  ihe  Clerk  of  this  House  be  instructed  to  re- 
port by  what  authority  the  sum  of  eleven  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars  and  fifty  cents  was  paid  to 
Cimr.ls8  Jarxd  Inokrsoll,  esq.  for  his  expenses 
in  taking  testimony,  &c  in  tbe  contested  election 
with  Charles  Naylor,  eeq.  pending  at  the  last 
session  ot  Congress}  and  out  of  what  fund  such 
amount  was  paid,  as  reported  in  document  Nc.  7 
to  ibis  House,"  I  beg  leave  to  report  that,  on  the 
20th  July  last,  a  paper  was  handed  the  accounting 
Clerk  of  this  office,  containing  a  list  of  the  wit- 
nesses in  the  contested  cans  of  Naylor  and  Inoica- 
soll,  together  with  the  number  of  days  such  wit- 
nesses had  been*  in  attendance.  On  the  face  of 
thi»  paper  is  an  order  signed  (*J.  Ji  hnson,  Chair- 
man of  Accounts,"  "that  the  witnesses  above 
named  be  paid  two  dollars  per  diem  *' 

In  virtue  of  this  order  I  paid  Mr.  Ingersoll 
$1,123  for  5G4  days,  at  $3  per  day,  for  ttye  pui- 
pose  of  paying  the  said  witnesses.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  tension  Mr.  Inokrsoll  returned  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  individuals  paid,  and  $11  50  in 
money,  stating  that  (hat  amount  had  been  over- 
paid. In  casting  up  the  receipts  I  find  them  to 
amount  to  $1,116  50 

Add  the  amount  returned  by  Mr.  Inokr- 
soll -  -  -  11  50 

MakiDg    -  .  -  $1,128~00 

The  amount  paid  to  Mr.  Ingersoll.  Alt  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

HUGH  A.  GARLAND. 
NATURALIZATION  LAWS. 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Indiana,  in  pursuance  of  notice, 
moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the 
bill  introducfd  by  Mr.  Hum  for  establishing  a 
uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  had  been  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  question  being  on  the  reconsideration, 

Mr.  DAVIS  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  ordered. 

A  member  from  North  Carolina  moved  a  call  of 
the  House. 

Th«  SPEAKER  informed  him  that  after  the  • 
previous  question  had  been  ordered,  it  was  too  late 
to  move  for  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  main  question  on  the  motion  to  reconsider 
was  then  ordered,  and  taken  by  yeas  «aad  nays,  as 
folio  Wf : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  Anderson,  Brink?, 
Beany,  Beirne,  Black  we  1,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Albert 
G.  Brown,  Carr,  Clifford,  Connor,  M.  A.  Cooper, 
William  R.  Cooper,  Craig,  Crary,  Cross,  Dana, 
Davee,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davit*,  Dickerson, 
Do  an,  Djig,  Earl,  Eastmsn,  Ely.  Fine,  Flojd, 
Fornance,  Galbraith,  Gerry,  Hand,  John  Hastings, 
Hawkins,  Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hook,  Hubbard, 
Jackson,  Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  J  hn  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kdle, 
Lead  belter,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lowell,  Lucas,  Me-  - 
Cleilan,  McClurr,  MoCulloch,  Mallory,  Marcb/ind, 
Medii),  Miller,  Montany?,  Montgemery,  Samuel 
W.  Mollis  Newhard,  Panish,  Par m enter,  Parris, 
Pay  o'er,  Prentiss,  R?y  uold*,  Edward  Rogers,  Ryall, 
Samuels,  Shaw,  Albert  Smith,  Thomas  Smith, 
Sroog,  Sumter,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  Taylor, 
Jacob  Thompson,  Turney,  Vanderpoel,  Vroom, 
David  D.  Wagener,  Watteison,  Weller,  Wick,  J. 
W.  Williams,  and  Henry  Williams— 90. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alford,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drew?, Bell,  Boardmaa,  Bond,  Bolts,  Breckenridce, 
Brings,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  Calhoun,  Wm.  B. 
Campbell,    Carrol),   Caitef,    Casey,  Chittenden, 
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Clark,  Co'es,  James  Copper,  Crabb,  Cranston, 
Crockett,  Edward  Daves,  Diwsoa,  Deberry, 
Defter,  Doe,  Evans,  Everett,  Garland,  Gated, 
Gentry,  G.ddiogs,  Goggin,  Goode,  Granger,  Griffin, 
Grioneli,  Hall,  William  S.  Hastings  Hawes, 
Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hoffman,  Hunt,  James, 
Jenifer,  Charles  Johnston,  William  Cost  Johnson, 
Kempshal),  Lane,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  Maron, 
Mitchell,  Moaroe,  Moore,  Morgan,  Calvary  Mor- 
ris, Nay  lor,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Peek,  Randall,  Ran- 
dolph, Rariden,  Riyner,  Reed,  Ridg way,  Russell, 
Saltonatal),  Shepard,  Simonton,  Slade,  Btaulv, 
Smart,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Till  nshast,  Toland,  Triplett,  Trum- 
bull, Underwood.  Peter  J.  Wagner,  Warren,  John 
White,  T.  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  WiUiaun,  Winlhrop, 
and  WUe— 93. 

So  (be  Hou  e  it  fused  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  BOTTS,  after  some  brief  preliminary  re- 
marks, asked  leave  to  submit  the  following  reta- 
ltttion: 

Uttolotd,  That  the  Committee  on  Accounts  be 
instructed  10  report  to  this  House  by  what  autho- 
rity, and  at  what  time,  and  on  whose  application 
it  was  ord  red  and  paid,  they  directed  the  Cleik 
of  this  House  to  pay  the  sum  if  $1,123  to  Charles 
J.  Ingersoll,  a*  compensation  to  witnesses,  Ac.  ex- 
amined in  i he  contested  election  between  the  said 
Charles  J.  logersnil  and  Cbarlei  Nay  lor 

Mr.  MED1LL  said  he  was  not  in  his  place  when 
the  report  was  made,  being  absent  on  a  speeial 
committee.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  wonld  withdraw  his  resolution 
f«T  the  present  to  permit  him  to  make  a  motion  in 
relation  to  it. 

Mr.  BOTTS  desired  first  to  ascertain  the  sub- 
ject intended  to  be  embraced  by  the  motion. 

Mr.  ME  DILL  said  that  in  case  the  resolution 
should  be  withdrawn,  he  intended  to  submit  a 
motion  recommitting  ths  report  of  the  Clerk,  and  di- 
recting him  to  repoit 

"By  what  authcri'y,  on  what  vouchers,  and 
through  whom,  he  paid  to  E.  Bulkley  the 
sum  of  (500;  to  Bayre  Newcombe  the  sum  of 
(4  2  6i  and  to  George  Lo wrey  the  sum  of  $104,  for 
services  rendered  by  them  in  taking  depositions  in 
the  case  of  the  contested  election  between  Messrs. 
Ingersoll  and  Nay  lor,  as  reported  in  Document  No. 
7;  by  what  authority,  and  on  what  vouchers,  he 
sent  to  Mr.  Naylor  money  to  pay  his  witnesses  in 
the  said  contest,  and  which  that  gentleman  says  he 
returned;  whether  the  said  vouchers  give  the  nam's 
and  time  of  attendance  of  the  said  witnesses,  in 
whose  hand  writing  it  was  filed,  and  what  has  be- 
come of  the  fame." 

Mr.  M.  said  his  reason  for  making  the  motion 
would  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Clerk  in  rela- 
tion to  the  contingent  expense*.  H«  was  not 
aware  that  Mr.  Imgsrsoll  was  any  more  interested 
in  the  payment  of  those  expenses  than  Mr.  Naylob. 
A  certain  sum  had  been  paid  to  the  commUsioner 
at  Pniladelphia,  also  to  the  door  keeper,  c*c.  Now 
he  could  noufee  that  the  commissioner  was  the 
commissioner  of  Mr.  Ingersoll  any  more  than  of 
Mr.  Nat  lob,  or  that  the  expenses  incurred  for 
door  keeper,  &c  applied  to  one  of  these  contest- 
ants any  more  than  the  other.  And  yet  the  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Naylor)  had  stated  that  he  never  touch- 
ed a  dollar  of  the  money.  It  appeared  that  a  spe- 
cific  sum  of  money  had  been  feat  to  that  gentleman 
f>r  the  payment  of  his  witnesses.  Now,  how  could 
tie  Cierk  have  a.^certained  the  exact  amount  of 
money  (or  the.  payment  of  these  witness,  unless  a 
statement  of  the  amount  had  been  first  forwarded 
to  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. He  (Mr.  M.)  understood  that  such 
was  the  fact,  and  thai  it  wa<  in  the  hand  writing  of 
the  gentleman  him»elf.  What  motive,  also,  had 
influenced  that  gentleman 'in  returning  a  portion  of 
the  money  and  not  i he  whole,  he  was  unable  to  say. 
He  hoped  the  report  would  be  recommitted,  as,  if 
the  House  was  to  have  a  statement  of  the  expenses, 
it  ought  to  be  full  and  complete. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  explained  that  in  his  remarks, 
the  other  day,  he  was  merely  answering  a  question 
put  to  him  as  to  w  he  her  his  witnesses  bad  been 
paid  or  not.  His  answer  on  that  occasion  was 
that  they  had  not,  but  that  he  bad  offered  to  pay 


them  himself*  believing  ihey  bad  bo  right  to  receive 
it  from  the  Committee  on  Accounts.  He  had  ne- 
ver undertaken  to  deny  that  expenses  had  been  in- 
curred for  commissioner,  door  keeper,  &c.  In  re- 
lation to  the  accounts  appearing  in  his  hand  wilt- 
ing, Mr.  N.  was  understood  to  say  that  bis  wit- 
nesses had  refused  to  reeeite  their  compensation 
from  him,  urging  that,  as  tftpy  bad  been  sornmoned 
by  Congress,  they  had  a  right  to  be  paid  by  Con- 
gress. Under  such  circumstances,  be  could  do  no 
less  than  to  certify  to  the  number  of  days  his  wit* 
nesses  had  been  engaged.  Mr.  N.  said  that  when 
the  chair nfan  of  the  Committee  on  Account <  had 
intimated  to  him,  at  the  last  session,  that  Mr.  Iw- 
obu  ll's  money  tor  the  payment  of  witnesses  had 
been  allowed,  be  expressed  his  astonishment,  and 
declared  it  to  be  an  outrage  and  illegal.  Inasmuch, 
there  ore,  as  he  had  never  denied  that  expenses  had 
been  incurred,  during  the  investigation  of  the  cave, 
in  which  both  contestants  were  included,  he  did 
see  why  be  should  be  subjected  to  rebuke. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  a  modification  of  hi?  resol  ttion  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ritolved,  That  all  the  papers  in  relation  to  mo- 
ney paid  for  witnesses,  and  the  expense  of  taking 
testimony  in  the  case  of  Natlor  and  Ihoebsoll,  be 
referred  to  the  Commitee  on  Poblic  Expenditures, 
with  directions  to  inquire  how  much  money  ba* 
been  paid  in  raid  case,  to  whom,  for  what,  and  by 
what  authority  sa.d  money  was  paid:  also,  fur- 
ther to  inquire  whether  there  is  any  existing  law 
authorizing  money  to  be  paid  in  aai  I  case. 

Mr  BOTTS  was  desirous  that  this  subject  should 
be  probed  to  the  bottom,  as  it  was  evident  there 
was  fault  somewhere.  But  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
position of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Medul,] 
he  must  decline  i',  inasmuch  as  the  Clerk,  in  the 
report,  had  stated  the  fact  that  the  mon*y  was  p^id 
under  the  authority  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 
And  in  relation  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Baiaos  ]  be  must 
a'so  decline  it,  for  the  reason  that  he  wished  to  af- 
ford to  the  Committee  ,on  Accounts  an  oppertuoity 
of  defending  themselves  if  they  chose.  He  thought 
it  would  be  unjust  to  discuss  the  matter  without 
affording  the   committee  such  an  opportunity. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  resolution, 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  to  amend  by  adding' the 
words  previously  sugs;e#ted. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  had  seen  the  Origin  of  diffi- 
culty s  like  these,  and  four  or  five  years  ago  he  had 
predicted  what  hid  now  taken  place-  1 1  the  cases 
of  Graham  and  New  land  of  North  Carol  na,  he 
believed  the  precedent  was  established  of  paying 
both  the  contestants  for  a  seat.  It  was  also  car- 
ried out  in  the  case  of  Moore  and  Letcher,  against 
*hch  he  (Mr.  IUndxrwood)  .had  voted,  as 
he  had  also  done  in  the  case  of  his  New 
Jersey  friends  the  other  day.  Now,  in  his  opinion, 
this  practice  of  paying  the  expenses  in  contested 
election?,  of  both  the  contestant**,  was  establishing, 
a  precedent  by  which  the  ten  thousand  witnesses 
who  might  be  examined  before  justices  of  the 
peace  in  contested  elections,  would  have  to  be 
paid  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
ma  frcm  Ma* sacbu&etu  to  refer  the  whole  subject 
to  a  committee,  but  it  did  not  go  quite  far  enough. 
He  though  the  committee  ought  to  be  directed  to 
inquire  as  to  the  legality  of  paying  contestants  to 
seats  here. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  JOHNSON  would  not  have  trou- 
bled the  House  with  a  single  word  on  the  subject, 
had  not  reference  been  made  to  the  Committee  on 
Accounts.  But  the  gettleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Naylor]  had  directed  his  e)e  towards  him, 
and  referred  to  conversion  which  the  gentleman 
alleged  hid  taken  pace  between  them  previous  to 
the  adjournment  of  the  last  Congress.  Mr.  J  then 
proceeded  to  ttate  that  he  had  not  the  must  distant 
,  recollection  of  ever  having  heard  any  thing  from 
'  that  gentlemen  of  the  character  be  said  had  taken 
place;  all  he  knew  in  relation  to  the  matter  was 
from  the  accounts  present  d  to  the  committee  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  The  commit- 
tee, on  a  reference  to  the  rule,  agreed  to  pass  the 
accounts  without  reference  to  party  or  other  consi- 


derations and  the  accounts  of  bolh  gtntfeam 
were  passed. 

In  passing  the  resolution,  he  beliaved  the  com- 
mittee had  followed  the  invariable  rale  ia  such 
ca*e-;  ar*d  when  the  proper  time  came,  they  woaJd 
be  ready  to  go  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  was  perfectly  sufe  that fte  con- 
versation in  question  took  place  with  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Accounts,  and  that  he  Lad  ex- 
pressed hi)  opinion  in  regard  to  the  illegality  of  the 
payment  to  Mr.  Ingertotl'a  witnesses;  but  ho  pet- 
haps  was  in  error  in  spying  it  was  the  gentlemen 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  JoflNtow]  to  whom  he  had 
made  the  remark?;  he  believed  he  might  have  bees 
mistaken  in  that  respect.  ^^ 

After  some  brief  remarks  from  Mean?.  BOTTS 
and  ANDREWS, 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  was  sorry  that  this  great 
contest  between  the  two  gentlemen  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, bad  at  last  dwindled  down  to  a  mere  little 
shabby  matter  of  accounts.  He  hoped  ao  foreign 
issue  would  be  involved  in  the  inquiry.  For  his 
part,  he  argued  that  they  ought  not  to  pay  for  two 
seats  in  the  Hou  e,  aa  a  seat  was  not  worth  doable 
price.  The  principle  of  paying  double  price  ems 
established  long  before  th«  case  of  Graham  mod 
New  land;  and  if  we  mean  to  follow  the  example,  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  offering  a  bounty  to  con- 
test the  seats.  He  had  rise*,  however,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  one  point,  via:  what 
right  had  they  to  make  eiher  Mr.  Natlo*  or  Mr. 
Ingkosoll  a  tru  tee  for  the  payment  of  these  wit- 
ness*? Where  was  the  authority  for  making  those 
gentlemen  the  trustees  for  A,  B,  or  Cf  He  would 
like  to  have  the  inquiry  go  further,  and  require  the 
gentlemen  to  go  into  an  account  with  Government, 
and  show  that  they  had  paid  ttese  witnesses;  for  if 
they  had  not,  the  parties  could  recover  the  amoeat 
from  Government  in  any  court  of  justice.  He 
b^ned  the  matter  would  be  investigate^,  as,  if  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  had  paid  away  money 
wrongfully,  they  would  be  allowed  an  opportunity 
of  accounting  for  it.  He  hoped  this  would  lead  to 
some  rule  or  law  on  the  subject 

Mr.  JOSEPH  JOHNSON  begged  leave  to  say 
that,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Acooents, 
he  believed  they  had  not  paid  away  money  either 
negligently  or  unlawfully.  The  payment  had  bee* 
made  in  strict  conformity  with  the  131»t  rule  of  lam 
Hou*e,  as  follows: 

"The  rule  for  paying  witnesses  summoeed  to  ap- 
pear before  this  House,  or  either  of  its  committees, 
shall  be  as  follows:  Far  each  day  a  witness  shall 
attend,  the  sun  of  two  dollars;  for  etch  mile  he 
shall  travel,  in  going  from  or  coming  to  the  pmee 
of  examination,  the  sum  of  ten  cent*  each  way," 
etc. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  to  inquire  if  that  rule  autho- 
rized the  payment  of  the  money. 

Mr.  J.  JOHNSON  would  inform  the  gentleman 
that  he  must  propound  the  question  elsewhere. 
The  com  mi- tee  passed  the  accounts  as  presented, 
in  accordance  with  the  rule,  and  the  receipts  were 
now  on  fie. 

Mr.  BOTTS  desired  to  know  if  that  rule  autho- 
rized the  Committee  on  Accounts  to  pay  any  thing  ' 
without  the  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  JOHNSON,  in  reply,  read  the  97ih  rule 
of  the  House,  viz: 

"It  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts to  superintend  and  control  ihe  expenditures 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  to  audit  an  1  settle  all  accounts  which 
may  be  charged  thereon,  &c." 

Here,  said  Mr.  J.  i*  the  authority,  and  the  com- 
mittee will  with  great  pleasure  report  on  all  the 
facts  as  far  as  they  can.  They  have  acted  in  con- 
formity with  the  practice  of  the  House  ever  since 
we  have  had  a  Government.  Mr.  J.  concluded  by 
observing  that  these  objections  were  all  a  mere  mai- 
ler of  smoke,  without  the  least  shadow  of  sub- 
stance. 

Mr  SMITH  of  Maine  wished  to  know  if  this 
were  not  petition  day. 

Mr.  CUSHING  wished  to  say  a  few  works. 

Mr.  SMITH.  "0,  there  has  been  eaottgh  amid; 
let  us  have  the  previous  question." 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  he  should  be  very  brief  in 
what  he  had  to  say. 
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Mr.  SMITH.  Well,  I  will  allow  the  gentleman 
if*  staves  if  be  will  promise  to  move  tbe  pre- 
viean  caption  at  the  end  of  that  time. 

Mr.  COBBING  promised,  aad  proceeded  to  ar- 
ea* that  Ac  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Uw- 
nenwooo,]  was  wrong  in  stating  that  the  eve  of 

(•land  and  Graham  was  the  first  ease  of  oca- 


payment  had  been 
was  that  of  Blithe  Potter,  Senator 
i  island,  in  1634.  An  set  was  pawed 
bynsa  Saunas  for  the  payment  of  the  money,  aad  it 
wit  etnoarrea  in  by  theHoojte. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  «aid  the  ease  of  Newlsnd 
aadOrahaai  was  the  first  ease  where  money  had 
beta  taken  from  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Horn*. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  that  was  a  mere  matter  of 
ligament;  tbe  question  was,  the  fact  of  payment, 
aad  that  was  settled  so  Jar  as  precedent  was  eon* 
earned.  As  regarded  the  qnestion  of  principle,  the 
right  of  contort  was  the  right,  not  of  a  member 
ahnwjif,  bat  of  his  constituents.  It  was  not  right 
for  me  Home  to  that  ont  bis  constituents.  It  was 
ia  that  view  of  the  matter  that  he  voted  in  the  case 
of  Newtand  and  Graham,  Moore  and  Letcher,  the 
L  rase,  and  also  in  another  case  at  the 
Mr.  C  then  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  BOTTS  consented  to  modify  his  reaolut  on 
as  follows; 

JajssfeeJ,  That  the  Committee  on  Accounts  be  in- 
straeted  to  report  by  what  authority  they  authorised 
the  Clerk  of  this  House  to  pay  the  sum  of 
|Si60  50  to  Charles  J.  Ingersoil  and  others,  for 
mkSng  testimony  and  for  other  expenses  incurred  in 
iheconfested  elec  ion . 

Mr.  BRIGGS  then  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  wet  then  se- 
conded, and  the  maia  question  on  the  resolution  or- 
dered aad  decided  in  the  affirmative.  So  the  reso- 
lution wusadopted. 

Mr.  MEDILL  then  moved  to  recommit  the  re- 
port of  the  Cleik  with  the  instructions  previously 
noticed',  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  report 
leeomaMttted  accordingly. 

PRESENTATION  OF  PETITIONS. 

The  Slafea  and  Territories  were  then  called,  and 
patHioat  were  presented  by 

Messrs.  SMITH  and  CLIFFORD,  of  Maine. 

[Mr.  SatiTH  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  Intro- 
dace  a  bill  entitled  "A  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  to 
i  the  pay  of  the  navy  of  the  United  State*," 
id  March  3, 1835:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
anion  Naval  Affairs.] 

Mr.  J.  W.  WILLIAMS,  of  New  Hampshire. 

[Mr.  Williams  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Hume,  to  he  placed  on  the  list  of  invalid  pensions.] 

Messrs.  H.  WILLI 4 MS,  8ALTDN8TALL, 
ADAMS,  LINCOLN,  and  CUSHING,  of  Mi 


MY.  TILLINGHAST,  of  Rhode  Island. 

[Mr.  TtajjaoBAST  presented  tbe  petition  of  Da- 
tbT  Ma  I  fill,  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  adminhv 
trater  of  Benjamia  Fry,  decern* d,  for  certain  al- 
liiwaaum  to  be  credited  to  said  Fry.  Abo,  present- 
ed aaew  Use  petition  of  Lieut  Stephen  Cornell,  of 
the  icveaae  cutter  service,  for  pay  as  lieutenant  in 
me  UaHed8utes  naval  service  while  serving  in 
mat  capacity  in  Florida;  which  wns  pending  at  the 
Inst  starioa,  aad  was  again  referred  to  the  Commit* 
am  on  Naval  Affairs.] 

Messrs.  WILLIAMS,  BOARDMAN,  OS- 
BORNE, aad  SMITH,  of  Connecticut. 

[Mr.  Wouixs  presented  the  petition  of  Betsy 
Baste,  asking  that  the  same  relief  msy  be  extend' 
ed  to  her  which  is  provided  in  every  ease  of  the 
widows  of  those  who  have  been  woonded  in  tbe 
servies  of  the  country.  Also,  tbe  petition  of  Da 
aiei  Peahariow,  praying  that  bis  name  may  be 
ri  on  ibe  pension  roll  for  wounds  received 
>  in  the  service  of  die  United  States  daring  tbe 

Mms.  SLADE,  EVERETT,  and  SMITH,  of 
Vermont. 

Messrs.  ALLEN.  DANA,  KEMPSHALL, 
CURTIS,  GRANGER,  BARNARD,  GRIN- 
HELL.  HUNT,  CHITTENDEN,  MARVIN, 
HMELL.  STRONG,  HAND,  MONROE, 
HOFFMAN,  and  GATES,  of  New  York. 

[0a  motion  of  Mi.  Haud,  the  petition  of  the 


heirs  of  Mary  Addoois  and  accompanying  paper 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions.  Also,  the  petition  and  papers  of  Amv 
ble  Mority  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
CI  ins.  Also,  petition  nod  papers  of  Joseph  S. 
Thomas,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  A1*©,  peti- 
tions and  papers  in  ea>4es  of  the  children  of  Mary 
Addoois  and  childiea  of  Joseph  Plomb,  were  re* 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions.  Also,  the  petitions  and  papers  of  John 
Wilson  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions.  Also  referred  additional  papers  in  case 
of  L?vi  M.  Robeits  ] 

[*fr.  Htmr  prefcnted  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  West  Troy  and  Waterviief,  Albany  county, 
New  York,  a&king  the  passsge  of  n  bankrupt  law; 
refer  red  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.] 

[Mr.  Sraono  presented  n  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Seville  county,  New  York,  prayiag  the 
passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  ] 

[Mr.  Kcmpsham,  presented  the  petition  of 
Henry  O.  R-4liy  and  167  other  citizens  of  Monroe 
county,  New  York,  prayiag  for  the  enactment  of  a 
general  bankrupt  law.  J 

[Mr.  Curtis  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Fifth  Auditor  to  the  Chairman  of 
tbe  Committee  on  Commerce,  in  relation  to  light- 
houses. 

Also,  a  communication  from  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  a  sma'l 
piece  of  Ian  1  to  complete  the  site  of  the  custom- 
house in  New  York. 

Mr.  C.  prefcnted  the  memorial  of  Samuel  B 
Gaston,  of  New  York,  and  many  other  inhabi- 
tants of  that  ct'y,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a 
bankrupt  law  ] 

[Mr  GsuKotn  present* d  tbe  petit  on  of  citi- 
zens of  Ontario  county,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
in  favor  of  a  general  bankrupt  law  ] 

[Mr.  Chittewdeh  presented  the  pet i« ions  of  in- 
habitants of  Jrffersoa  county,  for  n  post  route  from 
Carthage  to  Adams;  and  from  inhabitants  of  Jef- 
ferson county,  for  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of 
Niagara  ] 
H  Mr.  BARNARD  presented  the  petitions  of  citi- 
8  zens  of  tbe  State  of  New  York,  complaining  of  im- 
proper and  extra- judicial  conduct  of  Augustus 
Conkling,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  United  Sates  for 
the  District  of  New  York. 

[Mr.  B.  said  that  this,  like  all  other  cases  of  a 
similar  description,  was  of  great  delicacy;  and,  at 
his  request,  the  petitions  weie  read,  and  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Messrs.  WAGE N BR,  LEBT,  GALBRAITH, 
TOLANO,  NAYLOR,  McCLURE,  and  DAYIE8, 
of  Pennsylvania. 

[Mr.  Toland  said,  that  in  the  absence  of  his 
colleague  from  the  city,  [Mr.  Sergeant,]  to  whom 
the  duty  had  been  avigned,  he  had  been  requested 
to  lay  before  the  House  the  proceedieg*  of  nume- 
rous persons  interested  in  claims  for  French  spolia- 
tions prior  to  1800,  held  at  ihe  Exchange,  in  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  3 1th  of  November  last.  Mr.  T. 
expressed  a  strong  desire  that  this  Congress  would 
not  rise  without  passing  a  law  for  the  relief  of  thofe 
claimants,  the  justice  of  whose  olaims  had  been 
so  generally  admitted,  and  which  had  been  so  cru- 
elly and  unjustly  delayed. 

The  proceedings  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Toland  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Marsarvt  C.  Meade,  widow  and  executrix  of  Rich- 
ard W.  Meade,  praying  lor  the  adjustment  of  the 
clsims  of  her  deceased  hatband  ] 

Messrs.  JOHNSON  and  JENIFER,  of  Mary- 
land. 

Messrs.  JOHNSON,  WISE,  and  HUNTER,  of 
Virginia. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  GRIFFIN,  of  Souh  Carolina. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  of  Georgia. 

Messrs.  TRIPLBTT,  BUTLER,  UNDER- 
WOOD, POPE,  *OYO,  and  DAVIS,  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

[Mr.  Tbiplitt  presented  the  memcrial  of  a  meet- 
ing of  Tobacco  Planters  of  Daviess  county,  Ken- 
tucky. Asm,  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Da- 
viess county  interested  in  the  cultivation  of  tobacco.] 


Messrs.  CAMPBBLL,BROWN)aadGBNrRY, 
of  Tennessee. 
Messrr.  DOAN,  GIDDINGS,  and  GOODS,  of 

Ohio. 

Mr.  MOORE,  of  Louisiana. 

Messrs.  RAR1DEN,  LANE,  and  CARR,  of  In- 
diana. 

[Mr.  Cam  presented  the  petition  of  John  Hogg 
of  Indian*,  praying  n  pension;  also,  the  petition  of 
Michael  Seas,  praying  his  name  may  be  reinstated 
on  the  pension  roll:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions.] 

[Mr.  Rabiden  presented  the  petition  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Lagrange  and  Noble  counties,  in  the  State 
of  Indiana,  for  a  post  route  from  Bronson'*  Pra- 
rie,  on  the  Chicago  road,  in  Michigan,  via  Barn- 
sides  Mills,  Union  Mills,  Prentiss's  and  Coeranto 
Mills,  to  the  post  office  at  Kindlesville. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Raridk*,  all  the  petitions  for 
new  mail  routes  presented  by  bim  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, aad  not  acted  upon,  were  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  tbe  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.] 

Messrs.  BROWN  and  THOMPSON,  of  Mis- 
sissippi. 

M2ssr*.  STEWART  and  REYNOLDS,  of  Illi- 
nois. 

[Mr-  Reynolds  presented  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Dodley  W.  Duncan  of  William  county,  Illinois, 
praying  a  change  of  entry  of  land,  a  mbtake  bar- 
ing be  n  made  in  the  first  purchase:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Land.*.] 

[Mr.  Stoa*t  presented  the  following  petitions: 
Of  John  B  Fulkest,  praying  a  pension  for  the  ser- 
vices of  his  father  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

Of  sundry  citisrns  cf  Mmois,  praying  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  daily  mail  from  Terre  Haute  to 
Peoria,  and  a  th-weekly  mail  from  that  place  to 
Rock  Island. 

Of  Latter  Day  Saints,  commonly  known  as  Mor-  ' 
mons,  for  tbe  redress  of  cer'ain  grie trances  com- 
mitted against  them  in  the  8rate  of  Missouri.] 
STEAMBOAT  DISASTERS. 

Mr  UNDERWOOD  presented  five  petitions,  to 
wit:  From  Henrietta  Hope  and  56  other*,  ladies 
of  Baltimore;  from  Emity  G.  Fuhon  and  67  others, 
ladies  of  Baltimore;  from  John  Coates  and  63 
others,  of  Chillijothe,  Ohio;  from  Seth.  Lockwood 
and  130  others,  of  New  York;  and  from  Cap'.  Geo. 
Guyther  and  158  others,  passengers  on  board  the 
steamboat  Columbia,  praying  Congress  to  act  upon 
the  bills  reported  to  the  select  committee  at  the  last 
session  to  prevent  steamboat  disasters. 

Mr.  U.  said  that  after  the  bills  to  guard  against 
steamboat  disasters  hid  been  reported  by  himself 
during  the  last  session,  he  had  requested  Mr.  Raub 
and  Dr.  Vantyne  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
steamboat  disasters  which  had  occurred  within  the 
last  ten  years,  their  nature,  and  the  desti notion  of 
life  and  property  on  board;  from  which  document 
it  appears  (as  Mr.  U.  informed  tbe  House)  that 
the  whole  number  of  disasters  which  Dr.  V.  had 
been  nble  to  obtain  information  concerning  was 
185;  that  the  number  of  lives  lost  was  1,733;  the 
number  of  wounded  was  379:  of  these,  there  were 
killed  by  explosions,  collisions,  end  fires,  on  tbe 
Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  991,  and  wounded 
260;  on  sea  and  tide-water,  deaths  from  the  same 
causes  368,  wounded  94;  on  the  lakes,  deaths  from 
the  same  causes  85,  wounded  4. 

Mr.  U.  stated  that  the  information,  as  far  as  it 
went,  v/as  no  doubt  accurate;  but  it  did  not  em- 
brace, as  tbe  letter  showed  cpon  its  face,  the  ext-nt 
of  the  mi  *  chief.  It  was,  however,  an  important 
document,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  print  it. 
For  himself,  he  felt  under  obligations  to  its  suthor 
for  the  diligence  and  talent  manifested  In  its  prepa* 
ration. 

A  select  committee  was  railed,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  U.  to  whom  the  five  petitions,  the  letter  of  Dr. 
Vantyne,  and  the  report  and  bills  of  the  select  com- 
mittee at  the  last  session  on  the  subject  of  steam- 
boat  disasters,  were  referred,  and  the  letter  of  S>r> 
Vantyne  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Whilst  petitions  were  being  presented— 

Mr.  BREWSTER,  in  pursuance  of  notic?  here* 
tofore  given,  a«ked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
improvement  of  certain  harbor?. 

Objection  was  made  to  granting  leave  to  intro- 
duce [feis  bill. 
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And,  on  ibe  question  of  leave,  Mr.  FILLMORE 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nay 6;  which  were  or- 
dered. 

It  was  then  suggested  that  leave  coald  not  be 
given  while  petitions  were  being  presented,  to  in- 
troduce a  bill;  and  as  there  was  considerable  op- 
position to  the  introduction  of  the  bill  at  this 
time- 
Mr.  BREWSTER  withdrew  his  application 
until  ihe  Slates  should  be  called  for  resolutions, 
when  it  would  be  in  order  to  make  the  motion. 

During  the  presentation  of  petitions,  the  follow- 
ing notices  for  leave  to  introduce  bills  were  given, 
viz: 

By  Mr.  MONTGOMERY:  Of  a  bill  to  change 
the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands. 

By  Mr.  STANLY:  Of  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
payment  cf  ihe  fourth  instalment  lo  ihe  State j  as 
soon  as  the  public  debt  is  pad,  and  to  re  lea?  e  the 
States  from  all  obligation  to  return  the  three  instal- 
ments already  paid. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi:  Of  a  bill 
to  revive  the  ac's  of  1837,  '38,  for  appointing 
commissioners  to  adjust  certain  claims  under  the 
14th  article  of  the  Chcotaw  treaty  of  1830. 

By  Mr.  CROSS,  of  Arkansas:  Of  a  bill  making 
an  appropriation  to  complete  the  removal  of  the 
raft  of  Red  river,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Aho,  of  a  bill  to  confer  upon  the  District  Court 
of  the  Unit  d  States  for  the  State  of  Arkansas,  Cir- 
cuit Court  jurisdiction  in  certain  cases. 

By  Mr.  BARNARD:  Of  a  bill  for  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy. 

A  ho,  of  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson 
river. 

By  Mr.  LANE:  Of  a  bill  to  confirm  to  the  State 
of  Indiana  the  lands  selected  by  said  State  for  the 
continuation  of  that  poition  of  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  Canal  that  lies  between  the  mouth  of  the  Tip- 
pecanoe river  and  Terre  Haute,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

Mr.  MONROE,  under  the  notice  heretofore 
given,  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled 
"An  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in 
certain  cases;"  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Jfidiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  M.  remaiked  that  the  subject  was  one  of 
much  importance,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
take  speedy  action  upon  it  for  ihe  benefit  of  the 
South. 

Mr.  CRABB deued  that  the  bill  was  more|for 
the  benefit  of  the  South  than  the  North. 

Mr.  MONROE  said  he  had  as  much  ropect  for 
the  South  as  any  body;  and  that  he  held  a  letter  in 
his  hand  stating  the  fact  that  some  of  the  citizens 
from  the  gentleman's  district  were  now  confined  in 
the  New  York  jail. 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Kentucky,  under  the  notice  here- 
tofore given,  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (o 
regulate  the  forms  and  modes  of  proceeding  iu 
the  courts  of  the  United  Sale,  to  regulate  the  fee 
bills,  and  to  limit  the  emoluments  of  certain  offi- 
cers; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DELLET,  under  notice  heretofore  given, 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  complete  the 
improvements  ia  the  harbor  of  Mobile;  which  was 
referred  to  tbeCoromineeon  Commerce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLAMS  of  Connecticut, 

Resolvid,  That  the  papeis  on  file,  relating  to  the 
pe  ition  of  Eunice  Clark,  praying  to  be  allowed  the 
arrearages  of  pension  ot  which  her  late  husband 
was  deprived  by  being  wrongfully  stricken  from 
the  pension  roll,  be  now  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revoluiionary  Pen>ions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  QRINNELL, 

Resolved,  That  ihe  Com  mil  tc  2  on  Commerce  be 
dircctid  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  and  practi- 
cability of  erecting  a  light-house  orJSovtheatt  point 
of  Coreysfort  reef,  on  the  coast  of  Florida. 

On  motion  oflWr.  E.  DAV1ES, 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  hereby  is 
required  to  inform  this  House  whether  Ralih  Jack- 
son is  a  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  in  the 
State  of  Illinois;  who  are  his  sureties,  or  whs  is 
responsible  to  the  Department  for  any  failure  en 
Jiis  part  to  fulfil  his  c.ntract. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  GATES, 

Rescind,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
of  increasing  the  pension  of  widow  Lydia  Hoord. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TRUMAN  SMITH  of 
Connecticut, 

Resohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  directed  to  inquire  inlo  the  expediency 
of  granting  to  Ebenezer  Johnson  a  pension  for 
services  rendered  by  him  during  the  war  of  the  Re* 
volution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GALBRAITH, 

Risohed,  That  the  Committe  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  7ih  of  July,  1838,  -enti- 
tled "An  act  granting .  half  pay  and  pensions  to 
certain  widows,"  for  another  period  of  five  years; 
and,  also,  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  7th  June,  1832,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain remaining  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion," so  as  to  grant  pensions  to  those  who  served 
at  any  time  previous  to  the  treaty  of  Fort  Gren* 
ville,  in  August,  1795;  and  that  said  committee 
report  by  bill  or  other  wis*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
of  placing  the  name  of  Joseph  Veazie  upon  the 
roll  of  Re  vol  u' ion  a  ry  pensioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT, 

ResolM,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  a  pension  lo  Beriolt  Wright,  a  soldier 
in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  his 
papers  on  file  be  referred  therewith. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut, 

R  solve*!.  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  to  Jemima  Britbce,  widow  of  ElUha 
Brisbee,  an  increase  of  the  pension  allowed  to  her 
by  the  Pension  Office,  for  the  services  of  her  hus- 
band during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  in  con- 
formity to  evidence  now  on  file  in  said  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE, 

Rxolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House,  (if  not 
in  his  opinion  incompatible  with  the  public  inte- 
rest,) all  the  correspondence  between  this  Govern- 
ment and  that  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  officers  and 
agents  of  either,  or  the  officers  and  agents  of  this 
Government  with  the  President  or  any  of  its  De- 
part men's,  which  has  not  heretofore  been  commu- 
nicated to  ibis  Honse,  on  the  subject  of  the  out- 
rage of  burning  the  Caroline  on  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier; and  whether  there  is  any  prospect  of  compen- 
sation being  made  to  the  owner  of  said  boat  for 
the  loss  thereof;  and  also  whether  any  communica- 
tions have  been  made  to  this  Government  in  regard 

to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of McLeod, 

by  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for 
being  concerned  in  said  outrage;  and  if  so,  that  he 
communicate  a  copy  thereof  to  this  House. 

On  motion  of-  Mr.  8M ITH  of  Maine, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  upon  the  roll  of  invalid  pensions  the  name 
of  Daniel  Cuore,  of  Portland,  Me. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRIN  NELL, 

ReeclceA,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  enter- 
ing into  negotiations  with  the  British  Government, 
for  the  purpote  o(  erecting  a  light-house  on  the 
Little  Isaaes,  and  of  placing  such  bnoys  on  the 
Bahama  baiiks,  as  may  diminish  the  danger  of  this 
difficult  navigation. 

Mr  FILLMORE  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  wa«  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Wbole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed: 

Resolved  by  ihe  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled,  (tw  thirds 
of  both  Howes  deeming  it  necessary,)  That  the  fol- 
lowing article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  which  article,  when 
ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  said  Legislature?, 
to  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of 
the  said  Constitution: 


"The  six  years'  term  of  service  prescribed  ia 
the  Constitution  for  United  States  Senators,  and  the 
two )  ears'  term  for  which  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  are  to  be  chosen,  shall  eoav 
mence  en  the  first  day  of  Decemesr  instead  of  the 
fourth  day  of  March. 

'Those  Senators  and  Representatives  who  avail 
be  in  office  when  this  amendment  shall  he  adopted 
as  a  part  of  the  Constitution,  shall  hold  their  of- 
fices respectively  until  the  first  day  of  Daeember 
next  after  the  fourth  day  of  March  when  their 
offices  would  expire  bad  this  amendment  not  been 
made." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday*  December  93, 1840. 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  the  memorial  of  Daniel 
Pt  ttiboue;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  petitions  and 
papers  of  Samuel  Jamison,  JohnS.  Billings,  Samu- 
el Crapin,  John  McClanahan,  the  widow  of  Samu- 
el Allen,  the  widow  of  JVnas  Snow,  and  ef  Mary 
Neal,  now  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  letter  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  who  are  large- 
ly invested  in  the  Agricultural  Bank  of  Natchez, 
praying  for  an  extension  of  time  for  the  payment 
of  thj  debts  due  to  the  Government;  which  was 
referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  gave  notice  that  to-morrow/ 
he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  ex- 
tend further  indulgence  to  the  late  deppaite  banks. 

Mr.  DIXON  presented  a  document  tn  relation  to 
the  claim  of  Edward  Wade;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committ<*e  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  - 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  a  just  allowance  to  Stokes 
and  Pardons,  mail  contractors  on  the  route  from 
Tuscaloosa  to  Coortland,  Alabama,  for  the  period 
between  ithe  first  of  March  and  the  first  of  June, 
1839,  during  which  one  third  ef  their  compensation 
has  been  withheld. 

Mr.  C.  als.)  presented  documents  in  relation  to 
the  claim  above  alluded  to,  which  were  referred  to 
the  same  committee. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  mechanics  engaged  on  the  arsenal  ia 
North  Carolina;  which  was  referred  to  ihe  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  numetrouHj 
attended,  and  which  asked  for  the  favorable  action 
of  Congress  in  i elation  to  the  claim  for  French  spo-  * 
Hations  prior  to  1800;  which  wav  laid  on  the  table* 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LINN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  ask- 
ed and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  cftttt- 
ing  a  new  laad  di&trict  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
and  for  changing  the  boundaries  of  the  Southwest  and 
Western  land  dittiict  in  said  State;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  a»ked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  ihe  relief  of  certain  railroad  companies  therein 
named;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  petition  of 
Fiancis  G.;hont  and  the  petition  of  James  ML  Mor- 
gan, now  on  file,  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims- 
Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Clark;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  o& 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  the  documents  ia  re* 
lation  to  the  clai~a  of  the  Nantucket  Steamboat 
Company,  now  on  file,  were  referred  to  ihe  Com- 
mittee on  the  Po  t  Office  snd  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  the  memorial  .of 
Henry  Simpson;  which. was  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Claims. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  B.  the  petition  of  John  C. 
Reynolds,  now  on  file,  it  as  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitteeon  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  in  pursuance  of  prtrioas  no- 
ike*  asked  and  obtained  leave  10  introduce  a  bill 
for  lie  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Captain 
:  John  Williams,  late  of  North  Carolina;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

Mr  C.  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  cede 
the  pnbfce  lands  within  the  limits  of  th«  new  Stares 
on  certain  conditions  therein  named;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 


THE  CHARTER  OF  TEE  CTTV  OF  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  NOR V ELL,  pursuant  to  notice,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  and 
continue  in  force  an  act  for  the  incorporation  of  the 
city  of  Washington.  The  billwas  read  twice,  and 
Mr.  N.  moved  its  reference  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  MERRICK  objected  to  such  a  reference. 
True,  a  bill  of  a  similar  character  had  been  so  re- 
ferred the  last  session  of  Congress,  to  which  "he  had 
consented,  because,  at  that  la'e  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, he  did  not  think  it  possible  that  the  Committee 
on  the  District  oC  Colombia  could  give  it  such  at- 
tention as  it  required  to  mature  it;  but  now,  at  the 
commencement  of  a  session,  he  hoped  this  bill 
weald  be  referred  to  the  appropriate  committee— 
that  on  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Mr.  NORVRLL,  after  some  remarks  on  the  con- 
stitution of  the  present  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Colombia,  said  bis  wish  was  to  place  the  bill  in  the 
ha  ids  of  a  committee  that  would  be  favorable  to  its 
objects.  It  was  his  misfortune,  at  the  last  sesiion, 
in  reporting  this  bill  from  the  select  committee  to 
which  it  had  been  referred,  to  have  overlooked  an 
omission  of  the  copying  clerk,  which  had  since  been 
made  the  foundation  of  an  accusation  against  him 
and  other  Senators  who  composed  (hit  committee. 
He  desired,  therefore,  the  reference  of  this  bill  to  a 
select  committee,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
to  set  himself  right  on  that  point. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan would  have  ample  opportunity  to  set  himself 
right,  and  to  explain  this  omission  in  the  bill  of  last 
eessioo,  whenever  the  bill  came  up  for  discussion 
before  this  body.  He  did  not  know  how  th  \t  Se- 
nator could  undertake  to  assume  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Colombia  was  hostile  to  a 
new  charter,  for  there  had  been  no  evidence  to  jus- 
tify «he  assumption.  The  committee  of  the  last 
session — and  the  committee  of  this  session  was 
composed  ot  nearly  the  same  members — if  he  re- 
collected right,  were  in  favor  of  a  re  modification  of 
the  charter,  bat  th?re  was  not  time  to  enable  ihem 
to  obtain  the  necessary  information  on  which  to 
report  a  bill;  and  he  hoped  now  there  was  to  be  no 
party  organization  in  reference  to  the  charter  for 
lass  part  of  the  District  of  Colombia.  It  was  true 
that  the  present  standing  committee  consisted  ex- 
erasivery  of  Whigs,  which  was  a  proof  that  the 
gentleman  who  appointed  them  had  confidence  in 
those  appointed,  that  they  would  do  their 
iaty  fairly  and  faithfully;  and  he  knew  of  no  rea- 
son now  why  there  thou  Id  be  such  a  gratui- 
toos  assumption  that  the  committee  was  hostile 
to  the  measure?  and  that  therefore  it  thould  not 
have  its  appropriate  reference.  He  would  act  on 
every  question  on  its  merits,  and  he  would  not  in- 
quire to  what  rarty  the  memorialists  nvght  belong 

Mr.  NORVELL  had  no  intention  to  prolong  the 
discission.  In  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the  Se- 
nator from  Maryland}  that  he  should  disregard  par- 
ty influence,  and  did  not  look  at  party  distinctions, 
>e  (Bar.  Norvell)  was  not  solicitous  to  proclaim 
sentiments  of  thai  character.  It  was  well  known 
tittfe  were  certain  principles  on  which  parties  in 
rhs  country  were  divided,  and  it  was  not  for  him 
teadmit  thathehad  no  party  bias:  he  bad  a  de- 
elded  party  bias,  and  whenever  questions  were  pre* 
sented  to  him  in  which  the  distinctive  party  princi- 
ples were  involved,  it  would  govern  his  action.  If 
ithadnot  been  so~4f  it  had  not  been  that  there 
*  part?  distinctions—he  and  the  honorable  gen- 
i  from  Maryland  might  not  have  occupied 
■  present  positions.  He  asked  for  the  ayes  and 
noes  on  the  question  of  reference. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  hoped  the  gentleman 


from  Michigan  would  be  gratified,  when  certain 
facts  were  known,  which  had  intervened  between 
this  and  the  last  session*,  he  thought  it  wa3  due  to 
thai  gentleman  that  a  select  committee  should  be 
appointed.  It  was  mmifes-tly  the  leading  motive 
of  the  friends  of  the  bill  at  the  last  session  to  ex- 
tend the  right  of  suffrage  to  many  who  had  before 
been  deprived  oi  it:  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grosseJ,  but,  in  th;  copying,  one  or  two  clauses  had 
been  accidentally  omitted,  and  the  omission  was 
only  discovered  when  iu  was  loo  late  to  rec- 
tify the  error,  unless  by  unanimous  consent, 
which  was-  not  obtained,  as  a  gentleman  on 
the  other  side  objected.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  (Mr.  Clay)  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table  with  an  intimation  that  at  the 
present  session  it  woold  be  brought  up  again.  But 
what  utc  bad  been  made  of  ibis?  Why  it  had 
been  published  through  this  Union,  that  he  and  his 
friends  had  attempted  to  introduce  in'o  a  bill  re- 
specting the  District  of  Columbia,  the  principle  of 
Abolition.  Yer,  the  fa'se  and  slanderous  charge  bad 
been  copied  into  every  dirty  party  sheet,  and  in  his 
State  especially,  it  had  been  imputed  to  him— falsely 
and  slanderously  imputed  to  him— and  not  only  to 
him,  but  the  same  accusation  had  been  made  ge- 
nerally against  his  colleague  and  tie  friends  of 
universal-  suffrage  who  voted  with  him*  He 
hoped  that  this  bill  would  be  committed  to  a  spe- 
cial committee,  not  only  because  it  was  according 
to  an  established  parliamentary  principle  that  a 
bill  should  be  referred  to  a  committee,  a  majority 
of  which,  at  least,  was  favorable  to  its  principle, 
but  that  at  all  events  he  and  his  friends  might  be 
permitted  to  do  themselves  justice,  in  view  of  the 
accusations  of  thoie  who  had  so  foully  slandered 
them. 

Mr.  MERRICK  disclaimed  any  hostili  y  to  ,tht 
extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage;  and  if  any  ac- 
cusation had  been  made  gainst  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  and  his  friend  from  Michigan  of  any  in- 
tention to  do  any  thing  to  affect  the  peculiar  inte- 
rests of  the  South,  it  was  unjust,  and  without  foun- 
dation; and  he  (Mr.  Merrick)  gave  the  gentlemen 
his  testimony  that  they  were  free  from  any  just 
ground  of  imputation.  He  then  argued  against 
the  reference  to  a  select  committee,  and  denied  that 
it  was  the  practice  to  refer  bills  to  comnvttees  that 
were  known  to  be  favorable  to  their  principle,  on 
the  petition  of  the  memoralists.  He  was  <  f  opi- 
nion that  this  bill  should  go  the  usual  standing  com* 
mittee  for  this  District,  for  there  were  many  mat- 
ters to  be  legulated  with  which  they,  from  thtir 
position,  were  the  most  likely  to  be  acquainted; 
there  were  many  matters  that  would  enter  info  the 
considers' io a  of  this  bill, which  ought  not  to  be  over- 
looked in  framing  a  new  charter;  it  was  v*ry  im- 
portant that  there  should  be  a  redistribution  of 
the  representative  power  among  the  wards  of  the 
city  according  to  the  population  of  the  different 
parts  of  the  city,  and  there  were  a  great  many 
othrr  subjects  properly  appertaining  to  the  com- 
mittee of  this  District,  and  therefore  he  hop?d 
,the  select  committee  would  not  be  appointed. 

Mr.  PRESTON  opposed  the  special  reference, 
and  argued  that  the  bill  ought  to  be  referred  to  the 
standing  committee  for  the  District.  He  thought 
the  question  of  an  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage 
was  one  of  great  importance,  and  one  that  required 
the  profoundest  consideration.  In  his  own  State  he 
had  expre  sed  his  opinion  that  it  was  a  great  want 
of  policy  to  restrict  the  right  of  suffrage,  except  as 
to  coloi:  in  a  slaveholding  S  ate,  where  one-half 
the  working  classes  were  struck  out,  it  seemed  to 
him  to  be  an  odious  distinc  ion  among  the  whites, 
and  he  desired  to  disfranchise  no  one.  In  this  prin- 
ciple he  acquiesced— 'his  principle  he  advocated, 
bathe  had  yet,  as  a  Senator,  to  be  convinced 
whether  bis  South  Carolina  doctrine  was  applica- 
ble to  the  District  of  Columb  a.  He  would  ask 
the  people  here  what  they  desire,  and  look  to  what 
extent  it  would  affect  their  institution?,  their  habits, 
their  prejudices,  and  their  disposition;;  he  preferred 
therefore  that  this  matter  should  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  SOUTH ARD  al&o  advocated  tbe  reference 
of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. On  the  abstract  question  of  human  rights, 
his  opinions  could  not  be  mistaken;  but  they  must 


recollect  they  were  legislating  for  this  District, 
which  was  without  representation;  and  they  should 
looks  little  further.  They  moat  consider  who  it  was 
here  that  had  a  light  to  vote,  and  chat  was  their  re- 
sidence here,  what  was  their  interest  here,  and  bow 
it  would  affect  the  great  ias  ltutions  of  tbe  Sooth; 
and  a  hundred  other  questions  they  must  ask  them- 
selves, before  they  decided  on  a  measure  of  this  im- 
portance. The  Senator  might  get  a  special  som- 
mit  ee,  that  woold  arrive  at  a  conclusion  with  won- 
derful rapidity;  but  he  assured  him  that  if  it  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, that  committee  would  reflect  and  examine, 
and  then  decide  according  to  their  best  judgments 
respecting  the  interests  to  be  effected. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said,  it  occurred  to  him  it  was 
unnecessary  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  bill  which 
the  committee  appointed  at  the  last  session  report- 
ed. That  subject  was  not  now  before  them,  but  it 
might  be  well  for  the  Senate  to  consider  what  was 
the  precise  question  whieh  they  had  to  determine. 
He  had  a  rerfect  recollection  of  the  u hale  history 
of  ibis  affair,  and  he  woul  I  undertake  to  relate  it. 
It  was  in  consequence  of  certain  resolutions  and 
memorials  presented  to  this  House  in  the  month  of 
February,  1340,  by  the  Senators  from  Ohio,  in  re- 
lation to  this  very  matter,  which  wero  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia— a 
committee  which  was  constituted  nearly  as  at  pre- 
sent—and on  which,  as  late  as  th?  5th  of  June,  no 
report  bad  been  made;  thai  o?h*r  memorials  were 
presented  by  the  Seuau  r  from  Michigan,  and  a 
special  committee  was  appointed,  of  which  the  Se- 
nator from  Michigan  [Mr.  Norvell]  was  the  chair- 
man. Now  he  [Mr.  Hubbard]  as  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Claims  would  be  glad  to  be  reliev- 
ed from  the  consideration  of  many  claims,  by  their 
reference  to  a  select  committee;  and  he  believed  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Chittenden,]  and  the 
Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  M*  brick,]  assented 
to,  if  they  did  not  recommend,  the  appointment  of  a 
?  elect  committee  on  this  subject.  The  very  reason 
why  a  bill  should  be  kept  before  a  standing  com- 
mittee which  had  it  in  its  care,  would  induce  him 
10  desire  that  this  bill  should  again  go  to  a  select 
committee,  which  had  had  it  in  its  consideration. 
He  thought  it  was  art  too  much  to  ask  for  this. 
The  select  committee,  of  vlrch  the  Senator  from 
Mich'gan  was  the  head,  had  had  the  memorial,  on 
which  this  bJll  was  based,  in  their  care;  they  had 
made  a  report  thereon,  and  he  did  think  the  subject 
should  be  kept  where  it  was  last  session. 

Mr.  MERRICK  replied. 

Mr.  KING  had  listened  attentively  to  the  re- 
mark* of  the  Senators,  and  he  was  surprised  to 
find  so  much  importance  attached  to  the  reference 
of  this  bill  to  either  a  select  or  a  standing  commit- 
tee. They  had  heard  of  pirty  and  party  legisla- 
tion for  this  District,  which  had  no  political  influ- 
erce  or  power;  but  when  he  appointed  the  standing 
committee  for  this  District  it  was  certainly  with  no 
manifestation  rf  party  feeling,  for  the  members  of 
the  C3mmit.ee  were  all  of  the  political  party  ad- 
verse to  that  to  whith  he  belonged.  In  the  appoint- 
ment of  that  committee  he  never  thought  of  party, 
and  he  believed  there  was  not  a  Senator  in  that 
chamber  that  would  believe  it  to  be  either  right  or 
proper  to  legislate  for  the  District  on  party  princi- 
ples. But  the  members  of  the  S.Ieci  Committee 
who  hzd  charge  of  this  subject  at  the  last  session, 
had  been  held  up  to  public  indignation  because 
a  mistake  had  been  midc  by  a  clerk  in  co- 
pying the  bid,  and  they  had  been  charged  with 
the  prcm  >tion  of  this  a?  a  political  game  (era  poli- 
tical pur  pore;  but  it  w^s  a  base  accusation,  ind  it 
came  ftvm  a  case  source.  E/ery  gentleman  that* 
knew  him,  well  knew  that  no  consideration  could  in- 
duce him  to  depart  from  the  course  he  believed  to  be 
the  cortect  one  from  any  political  consideration;  and 
yet  ih°y  had  been  thus  arraigned  for  political  pur- 
poses; and  his  friend  [Mr.  Norvell]  had  been  cen 
sured  for  reporting  a  charter  which  it  was  asserted 
contained  provisions  deleterious  in  themselves,  in 
consequence  of  the  accidental  omissions  which  had 
been  mentioned. 

Now  be  cared  but  little  whether  this  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia or  to  a  select  committee.    If  be  alone  were  to 
|  decide,  he  would  say,  let  it  go  10  the  Committee  on 
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Urn  District  of  Columbia— it  was  their  business  to 
eiamine  and  guard  the  interests  of  the  District,  and 
he  had  no  doabt  they  would  do  the  duty  which  they 
owed  to  their  country,  which  they  owed  to  them* 
serves,  and  which  they  owed  particularly  to  the 
District.  He  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  that  the 
charter  should  he  left  to  them;  but  his  friends,  whe 
bad  been  subject  to  censure,  however,  thought  they 
owf  d  it  to  themselves  to  hare  this  subject  again 
brought  under  their  control,  that  they  might  preen 
it  in  the  shape  which  they  had  intended  it  snooty 
have  originally  assumed.  There  was  another 
reason  why  there  should  be  no  delay.  The  charter 
of  the  city  had  already  expired,  and  memorials  had 
been  presented  urging  its  lenewat,  and  the  exten- 
sion of  the  right  of  suffrage;  and  he  hoped  such  a 
«  charter  wcrold  be  granted  as  would  be  beneficial  to 
the  D  strict,  giving  its  inhabitants  all  the  rights 
that  propetly  belonged  tc  them.  The  great  political 
contest  of  the  country  was  over,  and  there  was 
no  object  in  attributing  to  Senators  principles 
which  they  did  not  hold;  and-if  the  standing  com- 
mittee  would  take  it  up  at  an  early  day,  and 
promptly  act  upon  the  bill,  be  hoped  bis  friend 
[Mr.  Norvxll]  would  withdraw  his  propoMison. 
He  hoped  they  should  not  make  any  thing  like  a 
party  con'est  on  a  subject  into  which  it  ought  not 
to  enter* 

Mr.  NORVELL  said,  in  explanation  of  his  own 
course  on  this  b:ll,  that  about  five  hundred  citizens 
of  this  District,  many  of  whom  did  not  possess  the 
right  of  suffrage,  bad  petitioned  Congress  for  the 
enactment  rf  a  new  charter,  which  petitions 
were  refered  to  the  Committee  on  the  District; 
but  as  several  months  had  elapsed  without 
those  memorials  being  acted  upon,  a  commit- 
tee of  citizens  waited  upon  h'ra,  and  requested 
that  he  would  present  another  memorial,  and 
move  its  reference  to  a  select  committee;  and 
in  pursuance  of  that  ar.d  repeated  requests 
subsequently,  he  ha4  made  the  proposition  which 
he  submitted  at  the  last  ses>ion,  and  not  because 
be  desired  to  take  upon  himself  the  labor  of 
such  a  committee,  and  of  examining  the  subject 
so  folly  as  would  be  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
prepare  and  perfect  the  measure;  for  he  had 
enough  lo  do  on  two  other  important  committees.of 
Which  he  was  a  member.  He  repeated,  he  acted 
in  pursuance  of  the  desire  of  those  whom  the  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  represent,  most  of  whom 
were  dives  ed  ot  the  right  of  suffrage;  and  in  do- 
ing so,  had  he  done  any  thing  but  justice  to  tbo:«e 
citizens?  He  was  also  desirous  to  say  that  he  was 
unwilling  to  allow  the  statement  to  remain  un- 
contradicted, that  he  was,  or  ever  had  been, 
hostile  to  the  intereils  of  any  chss  of  citizens  of  ike 
city  of  Washington  or  of  the  Sooth;  so  far  from 
being  hostile  to  the  Diftrict,  be  bad  taken  his  seat 
but  fur  a  very  few  day9,  the  first  testion  be  sat 
there,  before  he  expressed  his  desire  to  give  these 
people  a  Representative,  or  a  De.egate,  similar  to 
the  Territories,  en  the  avowed  principle  that  it  was 
necessary  to  induce  the  two  Houses  to  pay  proper 
attention  to  their  interests.  And  at  the  same  time, 
he  seconded,  to  the  extent  of  his  ability,  resolutions 
respecting  the  peculiar  interests  of  the  South, 
and  going  the  full  length  wiih  the  Southern 
gentlemen,  in  regard  to  the  disposition  which  tbey 
had  thooght  proper  to  make  of  the  applications  to 
the  Senate  to  interfere  with  those  intends. 
Having  been  particularly  acquainted  for  thiity 
years  with  a  large  portion  of  the  people 
of  this  District,  be  h:d  not  supposed  that 
now  he  should  be  charged  with  hostility  to  their  ia- 
.  Wests.  But  what  was  the  fact?  Why,  sir,  in  a  for- 
mal and  ably  written  communication,  uhich  had 
been  sent  to  the  people  of  the  United  Statss, 
in  the  *hape  ot  an  appeal  from  the  people 
ef  this  District,  an  attack  bad  been  made  on 
the  select  committee,  of  which  he  had  the  honor 
to  be  the  chairman.  In  this  document,  it  was  al- 
leged that  this  subject  was  not  in»roJnc?d  into  the 
Senate  until  after  the  municipal  election  in  June 
le*t,  and  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  result  of  that 
election  that  it  had  been  introduced.  Now,  was  that 
the  fact?  Was  it  not  introduced  early  in  the  ses- 
sion, and  bad  it  not  been  before  the  committee  four 
months  previous  to  the  municipal  election?  Again, 
it  was  alleged  that  the  omissions  were  intentional 


omissions,  and  that  the  select  committee  and  the 
majority  of  that  body  had  aimed  a  vital  blow  at 
the  most  serious  and  essential  interests  of  this  part 
of  the  country.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
was  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  peculiar  duty  to  propose 
the  recommittal  of  this  bill  to  the  select  commit- 
tee.  Senators  over  the  way  seemed  to  think  that 
only  one  description  of  citizens  in  this  city  possess- 
ed any  righ'a.  Admitting  the  class  opposed  to  the 
extension  of  the  elective  franchise  to  be  here  the 
majority,  had  the  minority  no  rights?  Were  they 
to  be  treated  as  slaves  to  have  no  voice  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  city,  and  their  complains  to  be  disre- 
garded?   He  hoped  not. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  hoped  his  friend  from 
Michigan  would  now  withdraw  his  motion  of  re- 
ference to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  NORVELL  consented,  and  then  the  bill  was 
referred  to  the  standing  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens o(  Georgetown,  asking  for  an  amendment  of 
their  charter  so  a«  to  extend  the  elective  franchise. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tic,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
auhorzing  the  granting  letters  testamentary  and 
of  admin ijstra lion  to  aliens  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  oa  Claims, 
when  memorials  on  the  subject  bad  been  referred, 
reported 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Weademan;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Loom  is  and  Abel 
Gay; 

which  were  respectively  read,  and  ordertd  to  a 
second  rea^iog. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Comuv  n  on  Private 
Lind  Claims,  to  which  were  refet  red 

A  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  "Act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  ptivate  land  claims  in  Missouri,'1 
approved  July  19,  1832;  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  March  2, 18?  3; 

A  bill  to  anthorize  the  issue  of  a  patent  to  the 
heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Rivard, 
deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gregoire  Sarpy,  or  his  le- 
gal representatives; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel 
Eslava; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sebastian  Butcher; 

A  hill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  P.  Copes, 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy; 

A  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Jo 
seph  Thompson,  sr.  deceased,  to  a  certain  tract  of 
la  Ed  in  Missouri; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Pierre  Bonhomme; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Kennedy,  as- 
s  ign«e  of  Cornelius  McCurlin;  and 

A  bill  to  confirm  to  George  Tucker,  his  heirs  or 
assignees,  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Alabama; 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  they  do  pass. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Legislature  of  the  Srate  of  Ar- 
kansas to  ?ell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for 
the  nceu?  schools  in  that  State,  reported  the  &ame 
without  amendment,  and  in  favor  of  its  passage. 

Mr.  P.  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  re- 
let" of  Henry  Wilson;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PlERCtf,  in  pursuance  of  previous  ftot'c?, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
equalize  the  pay  of  the  army  and  for  other  purpo- 
se; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  in  pursuance  of  rrevious  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  in 
addition  to  the  act  to  promote  the  progress  ef  the 
useful  arts;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Adam 
Stewart. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  be 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for 


the  allowance  of  invalid  pensions  to  certain  Chare* 
kee  warrior*  under  the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  ef 
1835. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Committee  an  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Francis Laventnre,  Bbenrzer  Oriids,  mid 
Linus  Thompson,  reported  the  same  withoet 
amendment. 

Mr.  KING  gave  notice  that  tomorrow  ha  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  le- 
gal representatives  of  Aaron  Vail,  defeased,  lata 
consul  at  L'Orieot. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  then  taken  em 
on  their  third  leading,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed: 

The  bill  amendatory  of  the  act  abdishing  impri- 
sonment for  debt. 

The  bill  for  the  aelicf  of  George  W.  Paschal). 

The  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of  Alabama 
the  two  per  teat,  fund  reserved  by  the  act  for  her 
admi58ion  into  the  Union,  to-be  applied  to  the  mak- 
ing of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  said  State. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  district  in 
the  Srate  of  Alabama. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Jones.' 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  em  the 
lie  lands,  who  were  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  me 
net  granting  pre-emption  rights,  which  was  approved 
on  the  19th  of  June,  1834. 

The  bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  the  inhabitants  of 
townships  deprived  of  the  16th  section  by  Indian 
reservations. 

The  bill  to  relinquish  Ike  reversionary  interest  ef 
the  United  States  to  a  certain  reservation  Ja  the 
Srate  of  Alabama, 

The  bill  in  relation  lo  donations  of  land  to  i 
persona  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

The  bilUo  quiet  the  titles  of  certain  land  I 
in  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  lev 
other  purposes. 

The  bill  to  settle  the  tide  to  certain  tracts  of  mad 
in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  township 
eight  north,  range  thirty-two  west,  in  the  State  ef 
Arkansas,  to  enter  a  section  of  land  in  lien  of  the 
sixteenth  section  in  said  township,  upon  condition 
that  the  same  be  surrendered  to  the  United  States 
for  military  purposes. 

The  bill  authorising  the  inhabitants  of  fractional 
township  ten  south,  of  range  one  east,  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  to  enter  one  half  section  of  land  for 
school  purposes. 

The  bill  forthe  relief  of  James  Smith  of  Ar- 
kansas. X 

The  bill  forthe  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arinmv 
&as,  who  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence  of 
a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Choctaw 
Indians. 

Mr.  PORTER  submitted  the  following  retoifj* 
lion,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Rtmlvtdy  That  the  President  of the  United  States 
be  requested  to  transmit  to  the  8enaie  any  informa- 
tion in  his  possession  relative  to  the  survey  directed 
by  the  act  of  the  13th  of  June,  1838,  entitled  "An 
act  to  ascertain  and  designate  the  beondary  Hsse 
between  the  8tate  of  Michigan  and  Territory  e€ 
Wiskonsan.*' 

Mr.  RUGGLES  submitted  the  following  reaokt- 
ticn,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Revived,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  inter* 
dieting  by  law  the  allowance  of  salvage  to  the  offi- 
cers and  crews  of  revenue  cutters  and  of  pabtfe 
armed  vessels  employed  by  the  Government  «a  af- 
fording relief  to  merchant  vessels  during  the  incre- 
ment reason*  or  at  other  times. 

Tbe  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Nem- 
veil,  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  chandelier, 
was  taken  op,  and  ater  some  remarks  from  Mr* 
N.  and  Mr.  TAPPAN,  was  laid  oa  the  table. 

And  the  Senate  adjourne  d. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
TrjE'DAY,  Dec.  22,1840.  " 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications-,  viz: 

1.  From  tbe  Secretary  0?  ^  ***▼*»  &  answer  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Hottae  ^  ^ ll^  °*  ***?  ***' 
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emanmiiiiaiiiig  a  statement  of  the  officers  of  the 
navy  est  leave  or  furlough,  including  passed  mid- 
snipaiea;  showing  the  cause  of  their  absence,  the 
tune  of  tie  expiration,  Ac 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS,  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

&  From  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  containing 
information  relative  to  pensioners  applying  for  a 
pension,  or  an  increase  of  pen. ion,  required  to  be 
bid  aaaaally  before  Congress  by  the  act  of  May 
89. 1830- 

Onmotiaaof  Mr.  FILLMORE,  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

3.  From  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  as  foIlow3: 
Ho*.  B.  M.  T.  HufcTaa, 

friatwr  a/  the  Heme  rf  Repnuntoivea  V.  8.: 

&a:  la  obedience  to  the  farther  order  of  the 
Honse,  passed  December  21, 1840,  "that  said  re- 
ject be recommtted  to  the  Cleric,  with  instructions 
farther  to  report  by  what  authority,  on  what  vouch- 
era,  and  through  whom,  he  paid  to  C.  Bnlkiey  the 
saa  of  |5O0;  to  Bayse  Newcomb  the  sam  of  f  41$ 
and  to  George  Lowrey  the  sum  of  (104,  for  sir- 
vices  rendered  by  them  in  taking  depositions  in  the 
ease  of  the  contested  election  between  Messrs.  In- 
fUtall  and  Nay  lor,  as  reported  in  Document  No  7; 
by  what  authority,  and  on  what  vouchers,  he  sent 
|o  Mr.  Hay  lor  money  to  pay  his  witnesses  in  the 
said  contest,  and  which  that  gentleman  says  he  re- 
tamed;  whether  the  said  Touchers  give  the  names 
sad  time  of  attendance  of  the  said  witnesses,  in 
whose  handwriting  it  was  filed,  aad  what  has  be- 
come of  the  same,"  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  the 
aceoant  presented  by  C.  Bnlkiey  for  services  as 
clerk,  Ac  amounted  to  |869  50.  On  the  face  of 
this  account  was  an  order,  signed  by  the  Chairman 
of  Accounts,  to  pay  $500  to  said  Bulkley.  The 
aceoant  presented  by  Bayse  Newcomb  for  ser- 
vices as  commissioner,  Ac.  amounted  to  f  520. 
By  a  similar  order  written  on  the  fac3  ot  the 
paper,  I  was  directed  to  pay  |4 1 6. 

The  account  of  George  Lowrey,  as  door-keeper, 
amounting  to  f  104 — not  being  reduced  by  the  com- 
mittee— was  directed  to  be  paid  by  a  verbal  order. 
la  like  manner  the  sum  allowed  for  payment  of 
witnesses  in  behalf  cf  Mr.  Nay  lor,  amounting  to 
f  780,  was  also  directed  to  be  paid  by  a  verbal 
order,  which  is  the  usual  mode  practised  by  the 
committees  when  accounts  are  clear  and  undispu- 
ted. 

The  Touchers  give  the  names  and  times  of  at- 
tendance of  the  witnesses^  but  having  no  acquaint- 
ance with  the  handwriting  in  which  4h*y  are  drawn, 
I  herewith  communicate  the  original  papers  (Nos. 
3*6  aad  356)  fur  the  use  of  the  House. 

The  various  sums  above  mentioned,  together 
with  one  other  of  #104,  for  Peter  Lewis,  were  en- 
closed in  separate  drafts  to  the  Hon.  Charles  Nay- 
tar",  Philadelphia,  to  be  p lid  ont  fo  the  respective 
claimants,  as  will  appear  from  the  letter  of  the  ac- 
eountnu  dark,  herewith  communicated  and  mark- 
ed A. 

la  Mr.  Nay  tor's  answer  to  this  letter,  he  returned 
l?90  H*  to  «»m  allowed  for  witnesses,  and  also 
me  draft  for  $104  in  favor  of  Peter  L«?wis,  stating 
that  be  did  not  feel  authorized  to  receive  and  pay 
oat  the  came,  as  will  more  folly  appear  from  hh 
letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  communicated, 
aad  marked  B. 

The  s«m  of  $11  50,  returned  by  Mr.  Ingersoll, 
an  staled  in  my  former  repot  t,  and  |8?4  76,  return- 
ed by  Mr.  Naylor,  have  been  credited  to  tba  con- 
tingent fund  of  this  Honse . 

▲II  cf  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HUGH  A.  GIRL  AND, 
Clerk  Home  of  Reps  U.S. 

Mr.  FLOYD  moved  a  reference  of  the  report  to 
meOoaamtttee  on  Accounts. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  objected  to  any  such 
reference,  aad  moved  a  reference  to  the  Committee 
ea  Pontic  Expenditure*. 

After  seme  brief  remarks  from  Mr.  FLOYD  in 
aaseaceof  his  action,  the  question  of  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Accounts  being  first  in  order, 
was  pat,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

»itioas  wexa  then  presented  by-* 

Mr.  CR068,  cf  Arkansas. 

.  CRAW  *ad  DRLLET,  of  Alabama. 


Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  DBBERRY,  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  RIVES,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  DENNIS,  or  Maryland. 

Messrs.  BREWSTER,  HOFFMAN,  CURTIS, 
VANDERFOEL,  LEONARD,  GRINNELL,and 
WAGNER,  ol  New  York. 

[Mr.  Waonku  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Cady,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty- two  others,  inhabi- 
tants of  Fulton  county,  New  York,  praying  for  a 
law  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.] 

Mr.  REED,  of  Massachusetts. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  reports  from 
committees  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners 
of  bounty  -land  warrants  granted  for  military  servi- 
ces in  the  army  of  the  United  Spates  in  the  late  war 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain;  which 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  granting  a  ii«ht  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain lots  in  the  town  of  Perrysburg,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio;  which  was  commifed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Who'e,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  C  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Colombia,  reported  a  bill  to  revive 
and  continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the  banks 
in  the  District  of  Colombia;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  HALL,  from  the  Committee  on  R ? volu- 
tion a  ry  Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  pc- 
litirn  of  Vincent  Vass,  praying  for  bounty  land*. 

Mr.TAL'AFERRO,  from  the  same  committee, 
revolted  a  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  seven 
years?  half  pay,  due  on  account  of  th»  death  cf  Lieut. 
Jonathan  Dye,  an  officer  in  the  Virginia  continen- 
tal line,  and  who  was  killed  in  ihe  battle  of  Bran- 
dywine;  whi:h  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  punted. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  THOMAS,  from  ihe  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bid  entitled  ,(Art  act 
concern ing  navy  pension?  anl  half  pay;11  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  Commitee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Deatley;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ANDREWS,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Starry;  which 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wbo.'e, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAND,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Grigsby 
for  a  pension. 

On  motion  of  STANLY, 

Resolved,  That  the  report  made  by  the  Committee 
on  Expenditures  on  the  Public  Buildings,  relatiug 
to  the  branch  mint  at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina, 
be  printed. 

Mr.  RIVES  of  Virginia  moved  that  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  on  the  subject  of  the 
contested  election  case  of  Messrs.  Naylor  and  In- 
oxasoLL,  made  at  the  last  session,  be  now 
akea  np.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  en- 
er  into  a  debate  on  the  sobjett  at  that 
ime,  bnt  his  object  in  calling  it  up  was  that  the 
House  might  fix  upan  ?ome  time  when  it  would  be 
convenient  to  ao  into  the  merit*  of  the  case* 

Mr.  CRABB  objected. 

Mr.  RIVES  said,  the  motion  b:ing  a  privileged 
one,  he  had  a  right  to  make  it.  He  was,  however, 
surprised  at  the  objection  cf  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  inasmuch  as  he  had  stated  most  distinctly 
that  he  had  no  intention  of  dt bating  the  subject  at 
that  time. 

Mr:  FILLMORE  hoped  that  when  the  subject 
was  taken  op,  it  wonld  not  be  done  until  it  was 
convenient  for  the  parties  interested  to  address  the 
Howe  on  the  subject.  He  did  not  know  when  it 
wonld  be  convenient  for  them  to  attend.  Moreo- 
ver, the  sitting  member  was  not  in  his  rent. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  he  had  seen  the  sitting  member 

that  morning  previous  [to  his  making  the  motion, 

I  and  he  presumed  there  woald  be  no  difficulty,  so 


far  as  that  member  was  concerned,  as  to  fixing  a 
time. 

Mr.  RIVES  observed  that  the  sitting  number 
was  now  in  his  sea1,  so  that  the  objection  of  the 
ten  tie  man  from  New  fork  no  longer  existed,  fhe 
day  for  an  examination  of  the  case  could  there. 
fore  be  now  fixed,  and  if  agreeable,  he  would  pro- 
pose that  it  would  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. But  if  that  would  not  suit  the  sitting 
member,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would  say  what 
day  would  be  convenient 

Mr.  NAYLOR  had  no  objection  to  any  coarse 
the  Honse  might  think  proper  to  take  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  was  willing  to  leave  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  the  Honse. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  FILL- 
MORE in  favor  of  a  postponement  of  the  subject 
until  after  >he  holidays, 

Mr.  RIVES  modified  his  motion  so  as  lo  make 
the  report  the  order  of  the  day  for  tho  first  Tues- 
day in  January. 

The  motii  n,  as  modified,  was  then  agreed  to. 
CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Resolutions -then  being  in  order, 

Tne  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  following  reso- 
lution offered  by  Mr.  Raride*,  on  Thursday  last, 
would  come  op  first: 

Jiesohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  set- 
ting apart  three  houded  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  the 
continuation  of  the  Cumberland  Road  in  Ohio  te  its 
western  termination,  to  Deconstructed  in  a  continu- 
ous line  from  Eatt  to  Wes',  and  of  d^tributiog  the 
residue  of  the  raid  proceeds  among  the  several 
Slates  upon  the  principle  of  what  is  called  Mr. 
Clay's  land  bill,  taking  the  census  of  1840  at  the 
basis  of  the  distribution. 

The  question  pending  was  thi  motion  of  Mr. 
Hubbard  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  on 
which  the  3  exs  and  nays  had  been  c  rdered. 

'J  hi  yeas*and  na>s  were  then  taken,  aod  result- 
ed as  follow?: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alford,  Andersen,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Realty,  Beirne,  Blackwell,  Burke,  Sampson 
H.  Butler,  Wil  iam  O.  Butler,  Wra.  B  Campbell, 
Carroll.  Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  M.  A.  Cooper, 
Wm.  R.  C;oper,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Davce, 
Edward  Davies,  John  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
Dckerson,  Delict,  Doan,  Doig,  Duncan,  Eirl, 
Eastman.  E<y,  Fine,  Fi*her,  Fletcher,  Floyd,  Gal- 
braith,  G.irland,  Qerry,  Qoggin,  Griffin,  Haber- 
sham, Hand,  Hawer,  Hat  kins,  Hill  of  Virginia, 
Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hillen,  Hopkins,  Jackson, 
Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Na- 
thaniel Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Kille,  L^wis,  Low*- U,  McCarty,  McClellan,  No- 
cture, McCullocb,  McKay,  Mailory,  Marchand, 
Medill,  Miller,  Montanya,  Samiei  W.  Morris, 
Newhard,  Nisbct,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Pickens, 
Prea'iss,  Riyner,  Rives,  Edward  R>gersa  Ryall, 
Shaw,  Shepard,  John  Smith,  Starkweather,  Sirong, 
Sumter,  S^eney,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  F.  Thomas, 
Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Taompson,  Turney, 
Vanderpoel,  Vroom,  David  D.  Wegener,  Warren, 
Waiterson,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams, 
Lesii  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Wise 
-105. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adam?,  Andrews,  Barnard, 
Boardman,  Bond,  Bo  its,  Brtckenridge,  Briggs, 
Brockway,  Calhoun,  Carr,  Carter,  Carey,  Ciark, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cubing,  Dana,  Joan 
W.  Davis,  Garret  Davi<,  Dennis  Doe,  Everett, 
Fil'more,  Gentry,  Giddirgs,Goode,  Gi  anger.  Green, 
Hammond,  Will-am  S  Hastings,  John  Hastings, 
Henry,  Hunt,  J  \raes,  Charles  Johnston,  William 
Cost  Johnson,  Kempshall,  Lane,  Leonard,  Lincoln, 
Marvin,  Mason,  Muchell,  Monroe,  Moo  e,  Mor- 
gan, Calvary  Morris,  Morrow,  Naylor,  0*lc,  Os- 
borne, Palen,  Parrsb,  Peck,  Pope,  Profit,  Randall, 
Rariden,  Reed,  Rtyno.ds,  Ridgwav,  Saltonstall, 
Simonton,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Tiiomas  Smith, 
Sutnly,  Stuart,  Swearingen,  Tillinphast,  Triple*, 
Trumbull,  Peter  J.  Wagner,  Jobn  White,  Wick, 
T.  W.  Williams,  and  Winthrop— 81. 

80  the  rf  solution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  asked  leave  t*  submit  the  follow- 
ing u  solution: 

Mmted,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
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Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reporting  a  bill  providing  for  the  expenditure  of 
#150  000  in  each  of  the  Sta'es  of  Ohio,  In  liana, 
and  Illinois,  daring  the  year  1841,  on  the  Cumber- 
land road. 

Mr.  P.  then,  in  a  very  animated  manner,  fore- 
told the  direful  consequences  which  he  had  alleged 
would  ansae,  in  case  the  House  should  not  make 
the  appropriation.  He  declared  (hat  th*  eight 
States  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  would  unite, 
and  in  their  indignation  won  id  make  iheir  way  into 
the  hall  to  obtain  their  rights  by  force.  He  conld 
not  conceive  why  the  people  of  thai  part  of  the 
Union  thould  be  treated  so.  The  South  got  appro- 
priations for  its  Dismal  Swamps  and  every  thing 
tlse;  so  alio  did  the  North;  but  as  for  his  people, 
and  those  of  the  other  Northwestern  States,  they 
could  obtain  nothing.  Why,  said  he,  are  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Wert  to  be  thus  trampled  upon?  Mr.  P. 
also  discoursed  on  the  grievances  of  the  Western 
people  arising  from  o  her  cause s.  He  then  touched 
upon  nullification, .the  tariff  question,  etc.  and  con- 
cluded by  giving  the  House  a  solemn  warning,  that 
in  case  the  resolution  should  be  reject* d,  the  people 
of  the  Northwest  would  rise  in  their  might, 
when  their  indignation  would  be  an  all -con  su  rami; 
blaze,  without  a  particle  ef  smoke,  which  should 
destroy  all  that  was  not  ripht. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON,  in  the  course  of 
some  very  humorous  remarks  in  reply  to  the  mem- 
ber from  Indiana,  suggested  to  him  that  the  true 
and  only  reason  why  the  Cumberland  road  had  not 
been  completed,  was  that  it  had  beeu  begun  at  the 
wrong  end.  The  right  end  was  in  Maryland,  be- 
tween Rockville  and  Fredericktown;  and  until  the 
road  should  be  commenced  in  that  quarter,  the  gen- 
tleman, with  all  the  people  of  the  West  at  his  heel;, 
would  never  be  able  10  obtain  an  appropriation. 
Mr.  J.  concluded  by  asking  the  gentleman  to  ac- 
cept a  mod  fie  a  lion  of  the  resolution,  appropriating 
|80.000  for  that  portion  of  the  Cumberland  road 
in  the  Suite  of  Maryland  between  Rockville  and 
the  Monocscy. 

Mr.  PROPP1T,  after  a  brief  rejoinder,  accepted 
the  modification. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  was  afraid  the  gen'leman  from 
Indiana  was  going  the  wrong  way  to  work  in  order 
to  cb'ain  money  for  his  State.  Mr.  H.  said  that  so 
far  as  bis  own  district  was  concerned,  he  was  sure 
that  nothing  could  be  obtained  by  threats.  If  the 
gentleman  arid  his  people  wanted  money,  let  thrm 
open  a  trade  with  the  Sown  west,  when,  if  they 
made  fair  bargains,  there  would  be  no  objecir-n  to 
taking  their  pork  and  whiskey  for  produce.  T.iat, 
in  his  opinion,  would  be  a  far  more  effectual  mode 
than  bringing  on  a  great  army  to  cuter  the  hall  for 
the  purpose  oi  obtaining  what  they  wanted  by 
force.  He  won  Id  repeat,  let  the  gentleman's  con- 
stituents open  a  trade,  ?nd,  so  far  a.  hi*  dis'rict 
was  concerned,  hs  was  sure  they  would  be  ready  to 
swap  with  them. 

The  question  being  on  the  resolution  as  mo.'  fied, 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  tabU ;  on 
which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  wore  demanded 
and  ordered: 

Mr.  HU3BARD  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  WISE  rrnewed  it. 

Mr.  PROFFiT  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were*ordcred,  and  being  tsken,  were  as  fol- 
low?: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alfoid,  Judson  Allen,  Atherlon, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Black  well,  Butts,  B)>d, 
Aaion  V.  Brown,  Albert  O.  Brown,  Bjrke,  Samp- 
son H.  Butler,  William  O.  Butter,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Carroll,  Carter,  Clifford,  Coirs,  Connor, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  William  R.  Cooper,  Crabb, 
Craig,  Djvies,  John  Davis,  Dawson,  D. berry,  DA- 
let,  Doig,  Earl,  Eastman,  Fine,  Fischer,  Floyd, 
Garland,  G<rry,  Goggin,  Griffin,  Haberj.rnffl, 
Hawer,  Hawkins,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North 
Carolina,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  Jo>eph 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Joner,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keiro,  Kemble,  Ktlle,  Lewis,  Lowell, 
McCarty,  McClellan,  McClure,  McCulloch,  Mc- 
Kay, March  and,  Miller,  Montanja,  Samuel  W. 
Morris,  Nisbet,  Parmenter,  Parris,  Pickens,  Pren- 
tiss, Rayner,  Rives,  Edward  Rodders,  Ryall,  Shaw, 
Shepard,  John  Smith,  Stanly,  Strong.  Soraier,  Ta- 
liaferro, Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson, 


Turney,  Vanderpoel,  Vroomf  David  D.  Wagener, 
Warrm,  Wattemro,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry 
Williams,  Lewis  Wil'iams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
and  Wive- 94. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Baker,  Barnard,  Biardman,  B>nd,  Brew- 
ster, Briggs,  Brock  way,  Calhoun,  Carr,  Casey, 
Chittenden,  Clark.  Cranston,  Crockett,  Cross, 
Curtis,  Hushing,  Dana,  John  W.  Davis,  Garret 
Davis,  Dennis,  Doan,  D^e,  Dane m,  Edwards, 
Everett,  Fillmore,  Galbraith,  Gentry,  Giddings, 
Goode,  Grange  r,  Green,  Hammond,  William  S. 
HaMimjs,  John  Hastings,  Henry,  Hook,  Hunt, 
James,  Jame*  n,  Jenifer,  Charles  Johnston,  Wil- 
liam Cost  Johnson,  K»mp*hall,  Line,  Lincoln, 
Marvin,  Mason,  Medill,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  M<  r- 
gan,  Calvary  Morris,  Mot  row.  Nay  lor,  Newhard, 
0<le,  Osborne,  Palen,  Parrisb,  Pay nter,  Peck, Pope, 
Proffit,  Randall,  Rariden,  Reynolds,  Ridgway, 
Russell,  Salunsiall,  Simon  to  a,  Truman  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Stuart,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  Tay- 
lor, John  B  Thompson,  Ti  linghast,  Toland,  Trip- 
let!, Trumbull,  Peter  J.  Wagner,  Weller,  John 
Whi  e,  Wick,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  and  Win- 
throp—  92 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  offered  on  the  17ih  instant  by 
Mr.  Christopher  Morgan,  calling  upon  the  Post 
Master  General  to  furnish  a  statement  of  the 
amount  expended  by  the  Department  for  the 
services  of  special  agents,  was  taken  np  and  agreed 
to. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Botts,  calling  for  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  Treasury  notes  and  drafts, 
was  also  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Tne  resolution  of  Mr.  Dawson,  calling  for  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  loss  of  horses  in  the  Florida 
war,  was  next  taken  up,  and  with  a  modification 
by  Mr.  J.  W.  Di  vis,  so  as  to  include  the  Back 
Hawk  war,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BARNARD  then  called  up  the  resolution 
offered  by  him,  requiring  information  relative  to 
the  ageregate  reveune  accruing  from  custom*, 
land,  Ac.  dtc;  and  the  question  being  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  rame, 

Mr.  BARNARD,  with  a  view  of  addressing  the 
House  upon  it  on  to-morrow,  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment, which  was  carried. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
Wednesday,  December  23,  1840. 

Mr.  LIiNN  presented  the  petition  of  Nathan 
RaLney;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Conmerce. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Waid  and  others;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  petition  of  Dr. 
Samuel  White;  which  wa*  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  ROANE  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Buzzard;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Reolutianary  Claims. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  memorials  on  the  subject  had  been  refer- 
red, reported  the  following  bilis: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  cf  Daniel  Steenrot1; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Morgan; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  ot  Francis  Gehoi; 

A  b  11  f  r  the  relief  of  James  H.  Relic. 

These  bills  were  severally  read,  and  (rdercd  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  H.  fiom  the  same  committer,  to  which  was 
referred  the  memorial  cf  the  administrator  of 
George  Simpson,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its 
further  consideration,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  le&ve  to  introduce  a  bill  to  lay  a  tax  on 
bank  notes  and  other  piper  intended  for  circula- 
tion in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  ANDERSON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  allowance  or  invalid  pensions  to 
certain  Cherokee  warriors  under  the  14ih  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1835;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  ROANE,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 


asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  au- 
thor) z  •  the  payment  of  equitable  commissions  to 
the  agents  or  attorneys  of  persons  in  whote  favor 
awards  have  been  made  under  three  several  treaties 
between  the  United  States  and  certain  foreignpow- 
ers,  which  awards  have  been  retained  in  the  Trea- 
sury in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United  Sates; 
wh  ch  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Mr.  LINN,  in  pursuance  ef  previous  notice, 
asked  and  ob'ained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Nathaniel 
Pry  or,  deceased;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  CL  W  of  Alabama,  the  peti- 
tion and  papers  of  George  Whitman,  now  on  file, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  PHELP3,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bid  for  the  relief 
ot  Jnbal  B.  Hancock,  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  at 
Natchez  by  the  tornado  of  May  7,  1640;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Finance. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pa- 
tents, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  in  addition  to 
the  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  useful  arts, 
reported  the  tame  without  amendment. 

Mr.  STURGEON,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  to  which  was  referred  a  memo- 
rial on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  M.  Keller  and  Henry  Stone;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  ANDERSON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  allowance  of  invalid  pensions  to 
certain  Cherokee  warriors  under  the  14th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1835;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  KING,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Aaron  Vail, 
deceased,  late  consul -at  LX>rieni;  which  was  read 
twice,  and,  wiih  an  accompanying  document,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CL&Y  of  Alabama  gave  notice  that  to- 
morrow he  would  a^k  leave  to  introduce 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  uAn  act  to  grant 
certain  relinquished  and  unappropriated  lands  to 
the  Slate  of  Alabama,  fur  the  purpose  of  improv- 
ing the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee,  Coosa,  Ca- 
hiwba  and  Black  Warrior  rivers,*'  approved  May 
23,  1828,  and  the  several  acts  rupplementary  and 
amendatory  theieto. 

A  bill  making  additional  appropriation  for  com- 
pleting the  improvements  in  Mobile  harbor;  and 

A  bill  providing  lor  the  payment  of  certain 
claiap.s  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  gave  notice  that  to  morrow  lie 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authoiize  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana  to  sell  the  lands  hereto- 
fore appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools  within  that 
State. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  petitions  of 
Jacob  Graham  and  John  Pritcbett,  now  oo  file, 
wete  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affaire, 
and  the  petition  of  Caspar  Weaver  was  referred 
to  he  Committee  on  the  Di  trict  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
wtu'd  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
J.  M.  Strad  r. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  returns  of  the 
census  of  this  year,  so  far  as  received  into  his  office, 
giving  only  the  aggregate  cf  ike  population  in  each 
Slate  or  Territory,  designating  the  number  of 
whites,  of  free  persons  of  color,  and  all  other  per* 
sons,  in  three  teparate  columns,  and  stating  how 
far  the  returns  are  incomplete  in  any  State  or  Tee* 
ntory. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkan- 
sas WD0  l°sl  tneir  improvements  in  consequence 
of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  th: 
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Contiaued  from  No.  3. 
Choctaw  Indian?;    A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  punish- 
ment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States  and 
for  other  purposes; 

A  bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  any  foreign 
copper,  gold,  silver,  or  other  coin,  and  to  prevent 
the  bringing  into  the  United  States,  or  ottering  any 
eeunterfeU  foreign  copper,  gold,  silver,  or  other 
com; 

were  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 

and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. ' 

PURSERS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

The  bill  establishing  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
parsers  in  the  navy  being  taken  np, 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  explained  the  provisions  of 
mis  bill.  He  said  it  was  introduced  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  passed  the  Senate,  bnt  was  left  with  the 
unfinished  business  of  the  other  House,  and  wa« 
now  again  introduced,  with  the  intention  to  fix  and 
determine  the  compensation  to  purser?.  As  now 
established,  their  compensation  was  forty  dollars  a 
month,  together  with  certain  privileges  and  per- 
quisites, which  were  deemed  to  be  extravagant. 
One  great  source  of  profit  to  pursers  was  on  arti- 
cles furnished  to  jsailors— wbote  wages  were 
scarcely  sufficient  to  induce  men  to  enter  the  ser- 
vice—which amounted  to  eight  or  ten  dollars  per 
man.  Now  as  there  were  from  one  thou- 
sand to  twelve  hundred  persons  in  a  seventy- 
four,  and  the  purser  received  from  each  person 
from  eight  to  ten  dollars  on  articles  furnished, 
which  came  out  of  the  wages  of  ihe  poor  sail  t, 
this  compensation  was  deemed  extravagant,  and  it 
was  the  wish  of  Government  that  it  should  be 
abofchcd,  in  justice,  to  the  sailor,  and  a 
reasonable  and  proper  compensation  substi- 
tuted; and  with  this  object,  ibis  bill  had 
been  in'rodueed.  Besides  this  bill,  there  bad 
been  others  of  a  similar  character  prepared  daring 
previous  sessions,  but  this  diff-rid  from  them  in 
this  respect;  they  proposed  a  compensation  to  the 
purser  something  less  than  was  proposed  by  this 
measure:  this  matter  of  difference,  however,  bad 
been  determined  upon  for  the  purpose  of  s -curing 
lo  the  service  the  best  men,  by  giving  them  a  fair 
compensation,  and  as  some  equivalent  for  the  loss 
of  the  perquisites  of  which  this  bill  won  Id  deprive 
them,  which  amounted  to  the  eihorbitant  sum  of 
35  per  cent,  on  necessaries,  and  50  prr  cent,  on 
what  were  called  luxuries,  in  which  were  included 
tea  and  coffee  and  sugar.  Of  the  rate  of  i enumera- 
tion, he  farther  observed  that  it  was  necessary  to 
pay  with  some  liberality  the  pursers  of  our  navy, 
inasmuch  as  they  were  exposed  to  ru>ks  by  los.ts 
on  the  property  entrusted  to  them,  for  the  security 
of  which  they  were  compelled  to  give  bonds,  on  en- 
tering the  service,  to  the  amount  of  $55,000.  They 
were  bound  to  account  critically  to  the  Department 
for  me  property  in  their  care,  and  Senators  would 
recollect  that  during  a  single  cruise,  it  not  unfre- 
qoently  happened  that  property  of  the  value  of  half 
a  million  of  dollars  passed  through  their  hands.  It 
was  important,  there  ore,  that  Government  rhould 
give  such  compensation  as  would  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  faithful  and  responsible  and  efficient  men, 
while  at  the  same  time  something  was  done  to 
relieve  the  sailors  from  the  oppressive  exactions 
K>  which  they  were  subjected,  which  was  certainly 
a  great  evil,  bom  to  ihe  service  and  to  the  country. 
This  the  present  bill  was  intended  to  effect,  but  it 
would  call  for  a  greater  turn  than  heretofore  from 
the  Treasury. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  did  not  intend  thea  to  say  any 
thing  in  opposition  to  the  bill;  but  it  proposed  to 
fix  me  salaries  of  the  pursers,  and  to  pay  them 
from  the  Treasury,  thereby  effecting  an  entire 
change  in  the  system,  they  having  been  hitherto  paid 
m  pan  by  certain  perquisites.  If  it  went  into 
operation  it  would  impose  a  very  severe  tax  on  the 
Treasury;  and  therefore,  especially  as  the  Senate 
waanot  fully  attended,  he  hoped  it  would  be  laid 


on  the  table.  Whether  the  salaries  were,  or  were 
not  right,  he  did  not  intend  to  discuss;  but  he 
hoped  the  Senate  would  not,  during  this  session, 
undertake  to  pa>s  a  bill  effecting  such  a  change, 
and  especially  as  it  would  impose  so  severe  a  tax 
on  the  Treasury,  which  it  was  so  little  able  to  bear; 
he,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  they 
could  take  it  up  on  some  future  day,  if  the  Sena* 
tor  from  Maine  desired  it. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  had  no  objection  to  a  post- 
ponement, but  he  objected  to  the  summary  dispo- 
sition of  it,  which  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire suggested. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  he  would  call  it  up  again 
on  a  future  day,  if  the  8enator  desired  0;  but  on 
mature  reflection  be  hoped  the  Senator  would  not 
make  such  a  request. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  hoped  so  too.  There  were 
some  provisions  in  this  bill— which,  however,  he 
bad  not  been  able  to  examine  carefully — to  which  he 
bad  insurmountable  objections;  he  objected  to  the 
Government  becoming  a  merchant,  and  going  into 
the  market  to  buy  articles,  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
them  out  again  to  the  sailors.  He  was  opposed  to 
such  jobbing;  and  he  believed  much  of  which  com- 
plaint was  made  could  be  got  rid  of,  by  compelling  the 
pursers  to  exhibit  their  invoices  and  allowing  them 
a  moderate  per  centage  of  profit  on  the  cost  of  the 
articles.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  be  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  never  called  up  again. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  defended  the  bill,  and  said 
that,  under  its  provisions,  Government  could  no 
more  occupy  the  postion  of  a  merchant  than  >at 
present;  and  this  he  ii.ustrated  by  details  of  the 
prevailing  practice.  Alter  a  few  other  observa- 
tions, the  bill,  by  consent,  was  laid  on  the  table  for 
the  present. 

NAVY  PENSIONS. 

The  bill  to  make  new  provisions  respecting  navy 
pensions,  and  making  further  provisions  in  rela- 
tion to  navy  pensioners,  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  explained  the  necessity  for 
the  passage  of  tbn  bill. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  inquired  whether  he  under- 
stood correctly  that  it  wa*  proposed  to  charge  the 
naval  pensions  on  the  Tieasury,  and  that  the  old 
fund  created  by  deductions  from  seamen *s  wages 
was  to  ceasr. 

Mr.  WILLI  VMS  said  the  fund  which  had 
hitherto  supplied  the  pensions  of  seamen  was  creat- 
ed by  the  sale  of  prizes  taken  by  our  ships  of  war,' 
and  that  syatem  was  adopted  as  early  as  the  year 
1800.  But  in  1815  further  appropriat  one  were 
requisite,  and  an  addition  was  made  thereto;  but 
the  contributions  from  seamen's  wages  were  appro- 
priated to  »he  defrayal  of  hospital  charges.  The 
pensions  were  extended  from  time  to  time,  first 
from  the  original  objects  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended to  the  widows  of  officers  killed  in  active  ser- 
vice, or  who  had  died  of  wounds  received  in  service, 
and  then  to  the  widows  of  seamen  who  died  under 
similar  circumstances.  These  additions  went  on, 
and  increased  until  pensions  were  given  to  the 
widows  and  children  of  officers  and  seamen  dying 
in  the  service,  whether  wounded  or  not.  The 
fund,  however,  was  equal  to  the  claims  made  upon 
it  up  to  1837;  but  in  March  of  that  year,  Congress 
passed  a  law  extending  the  pensions  to  widows 
back  to  the  time  of  the  decease  of  their  husbands,  and 
many  went  so  far  back  as  forty  years;  one  instance 
he  mentioned.  He  said  in  the  year  1800,  a  sailing 
master,  who  had  originally  gone  out  as  a  sailor, 
was  taken  from  the  merchant  service,  and  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  weeks  after,  the  ship  into 
which  he  was  taken  was  lost.  The  widow  of  that 
man  has  now  established  her  claim  to  a  pension 
since  the  last  session  of  Congress — the  law  being 
imperative,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  hav- 
ing no  dircretionaryj  power — and  she  has  taken 
from  the  Treasury  ten  thousand  dollars  for  ar- 
rearages of  pensions  since  the  year  1800.  And, 
again,  there  were  officers  in  the  highest  command 
in  tha  navy,  who  have  had  pensions  for  disabilities 


received  thirty  or  forty  years  ago;  there  were 
now  commanding  vessels  in  the  navy,  and  receiv- 
ing their  full  pay,  who,  in  addition,  are  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  pensions  of  twenty  dollars  per  month  from 
the  pension  fund  for  total  disability.  All  these 
charges  have  exhausted  the  fund,  and  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  make  provision  for  the  pensions  due  oil 
the  1st  of  January. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  inquired  whether 'these  enor- 
mous pensions  were  to  be  taken  from  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  said  this  bill  was  intended  to 
cut  off  all  pensions  except  for  disabilities  and  for 
the  widows  and  children  of  officers  and  men  killed 
or  dying  of  wounds  received  in  the  line  of  their  ~ 
duty. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  asked  what  was  the  amount  of 
the  pension  list. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  replied  that  the  whole  of  the  pen* 
sions  now  amounted  to  #120,000,  but  he  believed  by 
this  bill  it  would  be  from  $30,000  to  #40,000.  This 
bill  would  not  repeal  the  old  law  relating  to  the  crea- 
tion of  the  fond,  for  it  would  be  necessary,  if  we 
should  have  another  war;  but,  by  its  provisions, 
pensions  hereafter  would  not  be  given  but  for  disa- 
bilities, and  for  five  years  to  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren under  sixteen  of  persons  killed  m  battle  or  dy- 
ing of  wounds  received  in  the  discharge  of  their  du- 
ty; and  it  cut  off  all  the  pensions  now  established 
—such  as  pensions  to  the  widows  and  children  of 
men  dying  a  natural  death,  though  they  belong  to 
the  navy.  It  also  provides  that  the  pensions  to  be 
given  should  onlj  commence  from  the  time  the 
proof  was  completely  established  to  the  claim;  and 
that  no  person  employed  by  Government,  and  re- 
ceiving pay  for  his  services  in  such  employment, 
should  be  entitled  to  a  pension. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  hoped  this  bill  would  not  pro- 
gress further  at  the  present  time.  It  was  a  bill  of 
great  importance,  and  required  the  most  serious 
attention  of  the  Senate;  and  as  it  was  of  the  same 
class  as  the  bill  just  disposed  of,  he  moved  that  it 
be  laid  on  the  table.  He  was  anxious  to  go  as  far 
as  he  could  go  to  restrain  improvident  legislation; 
and  on  this  subject  th  re  appeared  to  him  to  have 
been  much  improvident  legislation.  If  they  were 
to  put  the»e  pensions  on  a  new  basis,  and  make 
them  chargeable  to  the  Treasury,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  on  someday  set  apart  for  the  purpose,  when 
they  could  come  prepared  to  go  into  die  discussion 
of  the  whole  of  these  pension  lists. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  WILLI AMS  and 
Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  bill  was  made  the  special  order 
for  the  first  Monday  in  January. 

PENSION  TO  HANNAH  LEIGHTON. 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Hannah  Leigbtou 
being  taken  up, 

Mr.  PIERCE  stated  the  object  of  this  bill,  and 
the  claims  of  the  applicant  on  the  bounty  of  tie 
Government. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  this  was  a  case  which  ap- 
pealed rather  to  their  sympathies  than  to  any  esta- 
blished principle.  He  awarded  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions,  from  whom  it  came,  his  thanks,  and 
he  said  they  deserved  the  thanks  of  the  country,  for 
their  faithfulness  and  attention  to  their  duties,  and 
therefore  it  gave  him  pain  to  oppose  them  on  this 
occasion;  but  be  considered  this  bill  was  establish- 
ing a  precedent  for  the  extension  of  the  pension 
list  that  would  be  fearful  and  dangerous,  and  there- 
fore he  could  not  allow  it  to  pass  in  silence. 

Mr.  PIERCE  said  tbis  t object  was  discussed  at 
some  length  at  the  last  session,  and  it  would  be  re- 
collected that  the  applicant  for  this  pension  wasthe 
widow  of  ihe  first  officer  who  fell  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution;  and  under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  case,  the  committee  had  recommended  the 
granting  of  tbis  pension,  though  differing  from  the 
usual  principle— that  of  actual  service  for  six 
months— the  husband  of  this  poor  woman  having 
fallen  in  the  first  engagement. 

Mr.  KI»G  recollected  the  case  well,  and  knev 
it  bad  been  pressed  on  Congress,  because  it  was  a 
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strong  case,  and  one  that  appealed  to  their  sympa- 
thies to  depart  from  the  fixed  rule  of  Congress;  but 
if  they  departed  from  that  rule  in  one  case,  where 
were  they  to  stop?  He  had  before  fell  compelled 
to  oppose  it,  and  should  do  so  again,  from  a  sense 
of  what  he  conceived  la  be  right. v 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  the  statements  made  this 
day  respecting  the  naval  pensions,  afforded  them  a 
striking  lesson  how  they  created  new  precedents. 
Plunder,  and  not  pension,  was  the  proper  word  lo 
apply  to  many  of  the  sums  claimed  as  navy  pen- 
sions; and  in  this  class,  if  they  once  went  beyond 
the  rigid  rule  of  justice,  they  would  open  the  way  to 
a  similar  squandering  of  the  public  money.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  the  last  man  that  fell  in  the  Re- 
volution was  equally  meritorious  with  the  first;  and 
he  regretted  that  the  committee  had  brought  for- 
ward this  proposition,  while  he  awarded  to  them 
the  praise  to  which  the  faithful  discharge  of  their 
duties  had  entitled  them.  He  hoped  that  the 
Senate  would  not  yield  to  their  feelings  of  hu- 
manity, but  adhere  to  a  strict  rule  of  justice;  and 
hat  he  might  have  an  opportunity  to  record  his 
vote,  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  PIERCE  satf,  as  this  bill  had  been  fully 
debated  at  the  last  session,  and  passed  by  a  Urge  ma- 
jority on  ayes  and  noes,  he  had  hoped  it  would 
have    not    been     deemed    necessary    to     have 
called  for  them  now.  The  force  of  the  remark  of  the 
Senator  from  South    Carolina,    [Mr.  Cilhoun,] 
that  they  ought  to  adhere  to  a  line  of  rigid  juitice, 
he  did  not  comprehend.    What  bad  Congress  done 
from  time  to  time?    Why,  they  had  extended  the 
pension  law,  as  would  be  well  remembered,  to  in- 
ciude  the  widows  of  such  Revolutionary  soldiers  as 
were  married  prior  to  the  expiration  of  their  last 
term  of  service.    In  1838  it   was   extended  to  the 
widows  of  such  soldiers  as  married  prior  to  1794, 
and  now  it  was  known  almost  to  every  one  in  that 
chamber/that  it  included  the  cases  of  the  widows  of 
soldiers  who  had  seen  no   service,  if  their    names 
had  been  enrolled  for  six  months.    In  his  judgment, 
Uthe  rule  of  rigid  justice  bad  been  adhered  to, 
pensions  would  have  been  giren  to  the  widows  of 
all  those  who  fell  upon  the  field  of  battle  during  the 
Revolution,  rather  than  to  those  who  entered  the. 
army  near  the  close  of  the  war,  and  who  had  nol 
seen   [more     than    six    months1    'service,    and 
who,   consequently,    had    not    teen    acquainted 
with    the    sufferings   and    the    deprivations   of 
those  who  participated  in  the  conflict  from  the 
beginning.    Who  could  say  that  rigid  justice  would 
not  afford  relief  to  this  poor  widow  sooner  than  to 
those  to  whom  it  was  granted  under  the  law  of 
1836  and   1838?    She  was  in  indigent    circum 
stances:  the  case  was  a  strong  one,  andappealei' 
10  their  justice,  to  their  feelings  of  humanity,  an  I 
he  hoped  the  smail  sum  proposed  to  be  given  to 
her  by  the  bill  would  not  be  withheld. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  considered  the  pension 
list  no  more  than  a  great  system  of  charity,  and  he 
maintained  that  the  pension  to  men  for  six  month* 
service  was  an  imposition,  and  to  assume  the  name 
ofpension  was  a  fraud  on  the  public.  It  went 
uMer  the  name  of  charity,  but  its  true  name  was 
plunder. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  he  had  been  laborin 
under  the  impression  that  this  bill  had  passed 
through  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, but  he  found  he  was  mistaken.  It  was  vain 
to  tell  him  that  this  case  was  the  same  as  evety 
other  case — it  was  vain  to  tell  him  that  this  cou 
be  tortured  into  a  precedent  which  could  be  abused. 
It  was  a  case  that  stood  by  itself— it  wa5  differ- 
ent morally,  socially,  and  in  every  other  point,  as 
this  was  an  application  in  favor  of  the  widow  of 
the  first  man  that  fell  in  the  Revolution,  when 
there  was  no  regularly  organized  Government. 
That  man,  stirred  by  bis  own  patriotism,  witrjput  a 
country,  he  might  almost  say,  went  forward  to 
make  and  create,  and  then  to  defend  that  country. 
Should  be  then  be  told  that  this  case  would  not 
be  distinguished  both  in  the  hearts  and  reasons  oj 
men,  from  the  case  of  others  under  an  organized 
Government?  Such  a  statement  would  not  reach 
his  understanding,  nor  his  feelings.  He  hoped  this 
bill  would  be  passed,  and  that  this  nation  would 
not  longer  remain  nnder  the  reproach  of  refusing; 
apiece  of  bread  to  maintain  this  poor  widow  of  a 


Revolutionary  officer,  who  received  his  death  wound 
under  such  circumstances.  He,  too,  would  call 
for  the  ayes  and  noes,  that  he  might  record  his 
vote;  and  if  there  were  abuse*,  let  those  that  com- 
mit them  take  the  responsibility. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  this  happened   to   be  the 
C ret  case,  and  the  Senator  had  said  it  was  distin- 
guished from  the  last.    Now  it  would  be  recol- 
lected that  the  last  case— the  man  killed  by  the  last 
gun  that  was  fired  in  the  war  of  independence,  was 
the  gallant  Col.  John    Laurens,  who    was  then 
acting  as  a  volunteer,  and  who  had  rendered  im- 
portant diplomatic  services  to  his  country  while  in 
Europe-,  and  he  believed  his  family  was  now  in  a 
I. elpless  condition.    Now  he  asked  if  the  case  of 
the  last  man  was  not  as  strong  as  the  case  of  the 
first?    Was  not  the  case  of  the  man  who  went  gal- 
lantly through  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  ot  the 
contest,  and  who  bore  the  brunt  of  the  battle,  as 
*ood  as  that  of  the  man  who  fell  at  the  onset? 
And  if  they  were  to  go  over  the  cases  between  those 
extremes,  they  would  find  a  thousand  instances  not 
much  less  strong,  and  all,  it  would  be  admitted, 
making  a  strong  appeal  to  their  feelings.  But  the  Se- 
nator said  this  could  not  be  drawn  into  a  precedent. 
Did  he  forget  the  naval  pensions,  of  which  they 
had  this  day  heard?    If  this  bill  were  passed,  at  a 
tature  day  others  would  come  in,  and  this  case 
would  be  appealed  to,  to  show  that  at  such  a  time, 
and  by  such  a  vote,  the  Senate  had  given  a  pension 
lothewidowofanonlcer  who  fell  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  Congress  would  naturally  give  to  all  who 
fell  under  similar  circumstances.    He  was  glad 
the  ayes  and  noes  had  been  called,  for  he  wuhed  to 
record  his  vote;  ih«  public  had  bten   plundered 
long  enough,  and  he  hoped  the  system  would  be 
brought  to  a  termination. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  as  there  were   some  Se- 
nators  present  who  were  not  here  last  year,  he 
would  relate  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  but  he 
should  neither  adorn  nor  illustrate  it.    All  readers 
of  our  history  know  that  on  the  evening  of  the  18th 
of  April,  1775,  the  British  army  left  Boston  to  pro- 
ceed to  Concord.where  the  colonial  stores  were  col- 
lected, to  seize  those  stores.    That  was  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.    On    the  morning  of  the 
19th,  this  intelligence  had  been  communicated  to 
a  considerable  distance  by  the  use  of  torches,  tar 
barrels,  and  other  signals,  and  before  noon  of  the 
19th  April,  Isaac  Davis,   an  interesting  *young 
man,  of  between  eighteen  and  nineteen  years  of 
age,    the    husband    of   the    applicant,  who    was 
then  the    captain  of  a  militia  company,  was   on 
his  way    to    protect  the  Colonial  stores.     Before 
the  British  troops  could  arrive  at  Concord,  they 
sent  forward  a  party  to  take  possession  of   two 
bridges  on  the  Concord  river,  which  were  situated 
three  or  four  miles  apart;  and,  at  an  early  hour, 
this  intention  was  known  for  many  miles  round, 
and  Isaac  Davis,  with  his  company,   were  soon 
under  arms  and  on  their  march     They  arrived  at 
Concord  by  a  road  that  led  to  the  lower  of  these 
bridges,  and  there,  on  the  right  and  on  the  left, 
were  seen  other  collections  of  the  militia  of  Massa- 
chusetts; but  there  was  no  organization  amongtt 
them.    Davis,  with  .his  company,  however,  kept 
on    his    course,   according    to    his    own    sense 
cf  propriety;  before   he  reached  the   bridge,  ad- 
monitory shouts   were  given  to  the  militia  not  to 
approach,  and  as  the  admonition  was  disregarded, 
the  British  fired  and  several  men  fell.     Davis  then 
pressed  forward,  and  as  he  approached  the  bridge 
the  British  again  fired,  and  he  fell;  but  in  the  con- 
test that  ensued  the  British   were  driven  back  to 
Boston.     His  widow,  after  his  death,  was  married 
to  another  person,  and  acquired  the  name  of  Leigh- 
ton.  She  was  now  ninety  years  of  age,  was  poor  and 
penniless,  and  her  case  presented  two  questions  for 
the  consideration  of   the  Senate  —whether,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  passage  of  this  bill  for  the  relief  of 
this  poor  old  woman  would  be  a  plundering  of  the 
Government — 

Mr.  CALHOUN  hoped  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts did  not  intend  to  convey  the  impression 
that  he  had  so  characterized  it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  did  not  say  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  had  so  characterized  it,  but  he  bad 
said  that  many  of  the  p«nsions  granted  for  alleged 
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services  duiing  the  late  war  were  a  plundering  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  there  were  some  excep- 
tions. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  hoped  there  were  many  excep- 
tions. Now  what  was  the  danger  of  this  case  be- 
coming a  precedent?  Were  there  many  such  cases? 
Could  there  be  another  such  a  case?  There  could 
not  be  precisely  such  another  ca?e;  and  yet,  as  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Pierce]  had 
said,  they  had  acknowledged  the  claim  of  the 
widows  of  men  who  had  served  but  six  months, 
and  who  consequently  furnished  a  less  strong  case 
than  this.  He  thought  it  a  strong  case;  there  was  no 
case  like  it.  He  had  received  communications 
from  as  honorable  and  as  high-minded  men  as  were 
in  Massachusetts,  requesting  him  to  interest  him- 
self in  the  case  ef  this  poor  woman;  and  he  hoped 
something  would  now  be  done  for  her  by  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  hoped  he  might  be  indulged  in  a 
few  remarks  on  the  subject  then  before  the  Senate; 
and  he  owed  it  to  himself  to  say,  however  much 
le*s  sensible  he  might  appear  to  be  to  the  sympa- 
thies of  the  human  heart  than  other  Senators  who 
had    preceded   him,   it  was  with   great   embar- 
rassment  and' pain    that  he  opposed  a  case  of 
this  kind;  and  were  it  not  that  he  saw  in  it  the 
introduction   into  their  legislation    of  a   princi- 
ple of  fearful  extent,  he  should  not  be  beard  in  op- 
position; but  under  that  consciousness  he  bad  op- 
posed it  before,  and  he  felt  bound  to  do  so  again. 
But  he  begged  permission  to  say  a  few  words  in  ex- 
planation.   He  did  not  question  at  all  the  right  of 
the  present  Committee  on  Pensions  to  introduce  a 
new  principle  into  the  pension  system;  he  had  no 
doubt  that  this  case  had  appealed  to  the  strongest 
feelings  of  their  hearts,  and  that  they  had  been  in- 
duced by  their  sympathies  to   present  it  to  the 
Senate;    but    he   desired    to    say   that   it    was 
presented  here  on  a  principle  new  to  him  in  the 
pension  sytem.    What  had  been  the  basis  assumed 
as  the    basis    of  pensions  hitherto?     Length  of 
service.    Upon  what  principle  was  the  law  of  1818 
based?    If  his  memory  served  him  right,  it  was  asr- 
vice  in  the  regular    army,  and  for  at  least  nine 
months.     Upon  what   hypothesis  were  pensions 
based  then?     He  could  not  say   positively,  for 
he  was  not  in  the  Congress  at  that  time,  but  he  had 
always  supposed  on  the  hypothesis  that  the  time 
of  a  man   had  been    consumed  in    the   service 
of  his  country,  and  that  he  had  never  been   re- 
munerated for  that  service,  or  that  he  had  been 
paid  in  continental  paper  which  was  worth  nothing; 
and  at  that  late  day,  that  was  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  proposed  to  compensate  him  for  the  early 
service  of  his  life  in  the  perils  of  that  war.    That 
he  supposed  to  be  the  predication  of  the  pension  act 
of  1818.    They  passed  on  then,  so  far  as  his  me- 
mory  served    him,    without   any  important  ad- 
dition   to    that  act    until    the   year    1838,    and 
then  they  passed  a  very  important  law  pension- 
ing a  certain  class  of  officers  of  the  Revolution. 
And  on  what  ground?    Why,  they  had  been  pa- 
triotic enough  to  peril  their  lives  in  the  service  of 
their  country.    Yes:  and  he  (Mr.  Wright)  was  act- 
ing at  the  time  that  law  was  passed — it  waa  as  a 
commutation  of  a  promise  held  out  to  them  by  the 
old  Congress,  which  bad  either  not  been  fulfilled 
or  not  equivalently  fulfilled;  on  that  he  knew  the- 
action  of  Congress  was  based,  or  of  the  other  branch 
of  it,  of  which  he  was  a  member  when  the  law  ef 
1828  was  passed.  In  1832 again,  a  much  more  broad 
and  comprehensive  pension  act  was  passed,  bat 
he  (Mr.  Wrigut)  wa&  not  then  a  member  of  Con- 
gress.   But  what  was  its  peculiar  characteristic? 
First  to  shorten  the  term  of  service  from  nine  to  six 
months,  and  to  comprehend  the  militia,  as  well  as 
the  regular  army.    These,  according  to  his  recol- 
lection, were  the  features  of  that  law— a  term  of. 
service,  sacrifices,  and  loss  of  time,  which  bad  aot 
been  compensated  for,  was  the  predication  of   thai 
law.    Well,  then,  so  far,  pensions  were  confined  lo 
persons  who  had  performed  service,  and  they  bad 
not  then  departed  from  that  principle  either  in.  favor 
of  widows  or  heirs.    In  1836,  another  pension  law 
was  passed,  and  a  most  significant  and  imports*! 
law  it  was.    He  was  a  member  of  this  bod j  al 
the  time,  and  be  felt  it  to  be  a  just  reproach  up 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


51 


oa  himself  when  he  said,  that  when  that  lav  was 
passed,  he  was  not  (ally  aware  of  ihe  extent  of 
its  provision*— he  then  was  derelict  of  his  duty; 
bat  what  was  the  principles  of  that  lav?  It  re- 
tained, to  his  understanding,  the  same  predication; 
it  extended  pensions  i>  the  widows  of  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  who  were  the  wives 
of  such  officers  and  soldiers  at  the  time  when 
they  performed  service— to  widows  who  had  them- 
selves sustained  sacrifices,  and  injuries  produced  in 
their  families,  by  the  taking  away  the  head  of  the 
family  into  the  military  service  of  the  country.  So 
far,  then,  though  they  had  gone  a  step  beyond  the 
individuals  who  had  performed  the  service,  tbey 
hid  retained  the  broad  basis  on  which  the  pension 
system  was  founded.  It  was  in  1636  that  that  law 
was  passed;  and  in  1838  they  passed  another  most 
essential  measure,  as  they  had  seen  in  its  operation 
oa  the  Treasury,  for  be  thought  he  was  not 
mistaken  when  he  said  it  had  taken  four 
Bullions  of  dollars  from  the  Treasury,  or  had  add- 
ed mat  much  to  the  expenses  of  the  Government. 
These  laws  were  passed  wben  tbey  had  an  over- 
flowing Treasury,  impelling  them  oh  to  an  over- 
flowing expenditure.  This,  then,  was  a  brief  re- 
view of  what  he  understood  to  be  the  general  pen- 
sion laws  which  had  been  passed;  he  knew,  as  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  said,  that 
particular  laws  had  pasted,  but  he  asked  if 
this  proposed  law  did  not  contain  a  princi- 
ple entirely  new!  From  the  fact  stated  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  the  time  was 
at  the  most  but  twenty-four  hours,  hot  it 
i  service  of  the  life  of  a  gallant  and  patriotic 
officer.  Bat  he  was  not  the  first  man  that  fell,  for 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  told  them  that  five 
orax  freemen  of  this  country  fell  before  the  wea- 
pon was  aimed  at  the  life  of  this  officer.  Could 
they,  then,  pension  bis  widow,  and  not  the  widows 
of  those  other  men?  Could  they  make  such  a  dis- 
tinction? Yes,  and  the  next  day,  and  the  next,  the 
patriots  of  that  period  rushed  to  the  battle  field;  and 
should  they  say  that  the  widow  of  the  man  who 
fell  oa  the  first  day  of  .that  contest  should  have  a 
pension  for  her  life,  and  that  the  widows  of  those 
who  served  in  that  -patriotic  struggle  for  a  longer 
period,  and  then  fell,  should  have  no  compensation? 
Could  men  make  this  distinction?  Could  their  sym- 
pathies induce  them  to  yield  to  ibis  claim,  and  not 
yield  to  the  o the. is?  He  had  spoken  in  admiration 
of  the  committee,  and  that  admiration  made  it 
most  reluctant  duty  to  oppose  them;  but  to  what 
extent  the  principle  might  be  carried,  if  they  open- 
ed the  door,  he  could  not  say;  and  therefore,  he  felt 
impelled  to  guard  against  unforeseen  evils.  Who 
had  apprehended^  when  the  law  of  1838  was  passed, 
the  millions  on  millions  that  had  been  taken  from 
the  Treasury  in  that  short  period?  No  man,  he 
ventured  to  say.  Who  could  &ay  now,  if  they 
adopted  the  principle  that  the  living  widows  of 
other  gallant  spirits  who  ruahed  to  the  battle  field  on 
the  first  day  of  the  Revolution,  would  not  claim  to 
be  pensioned  for  life;  and  not  only  pensioned  for 
life,  but,  as  in  this  case,  for  some  years  back. 

Mr.  BENTON.    Nine  years  back. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  continued:  To  what  extent  the 
principle  would  lead,  he  could  not  conceive.  If 
this  bill  were  to  become  a  law  of  Congress— 
if  this  case  were  to  prevail,  who  could  stand 
up  and  protect  his  sympathies  against  grant- 
ing similar  pensions  to  the  widows  of  those 
who  fell  at  Lexington  before  the  fall  of  this 
officer?  It  was  views  of  this  sort  that  impelled  him 
a  year  ago,  and  which  would  impel  him  now,  to 
oppose  this  bill,  appealing  as  forcibly  as  it  did,  with 
an  irresistible  force,  to  their  sympathies  and  their 
feelings  of  humanity: 

Mr.  J3UCHANAN  said  he  voted  for  the  passage 
of  mis  bill  last  session,  and  he  intended  to  vote  for 
it  again;  and  while  he  avowed  that  intention,  he 
took  the  opportunity  to  say  that  it  was  his  purpose 
en  all  occasions  to  watch  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government,  and  to  vote  for  no  measure  jar 
he-  could  not  vote  with  a  strict  sense 
It  was  said  to  be  a  new  prin- 
in  eur  law  to  grant  pensions  to  widows 
of  men  who  had  rendered  service  to  their  conn* 
try*  but  he  affirmed  that  it  was  an  old  national 
principle,  and  not  only  in  our  system,  but  in  every 


other  country  he  belie  red;  certainly  in  all  those 
civilized  countries  with  which  he  was  acqnainted. 
Why,  if  an  officer  of  our  army  went  to  the  battle  fields 
of  Florida,  and  served  but  a  single  day,  what  was 
the  consequence?  Why  his  widow  received  a  pen- 
sion. The  death  of  a  husband,  immolated  in  the 
service  of  his  counliy,  had  in  it  a  sufficient 
justification  for  the  grant.  This  was  the  uni- 
versal rule  which  pervaded  the  civilized  world; 
and  he  was  not  certain  that  in  this  country 
it  oaght  to  be  confined  to  this  single  case.  Right 
or  wrong,  Congress  had  provided  that  the  widows 
of  Revolutionary  soldiers,  who  were  married  when 
their  husbands  were  in  the  service  of  the  country, 
should  be  pensioned,  and  with  strong  rea  on;  but 
ihey  had  gone  further,  and  granted  a  pension  to 
every  lady  who  had  married  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier up  to  1794.  He  was  pretty  much  of  tbe 
opinion  with  the  Senator  from -New  York  in 
regard  to  that,  but  as  it  had  been  made,  he  was 
not  disposed  to  quarrel  with  it.  But  how  could 
he  justify  himself  if  he  said  that  the  widows  of 
those  who  came  forward  to  serve  their  country  in 
the  fcour  of  its  utmost  need  should  not  be  entitled, 
by  |such  meritorious  service,  to  a  pension,  when 
the  widows  of  those  who  served  but  six  months, 
and  those  who  married  prior  to  '94,  were  so  pro- 
vided for?  Could  they  say  that  those  who  sacrificed 
their  all,  should  not  be  provided  for,  while  those 
who  came  in  when  the  danger  was  nearly  at  an 
end  were  now  drawing  pension*  from  the 
country;  and  who,  perhaps,  were  reaping 
advantages  in  civil  life  bv  the  glory  which 
their  military  service  gave  them?  Should, 
then,  the  women  who  were  tbe  partners  of 
oar  soldiers  at  a  time  when  tbey  were  called  upon 
to  sustain  privation  and  sufferings  in  their  country's 
defence,  be  denied  assistance  and  compensation? 
If  so,  there  would  be  neither  justice,  nor  equality, 
nor  right  in  the  denial.  Now,  as  to  the  burden  on 
the  Treasury,  he  could  not  think  it  would  be  very 
great.  The  claims  went  back  to  '83:  that  was  fifty- 
seven  years  ago;  the  period  of  marriage  in  this 
country,  be  believed,  was  about  twenty,  and 
that  would  make  any  lady  now  living  seventy- 
seven  years  of  age,  and  there. could  not  be  many 
such.  He  confessed,  wi\h  his  principles  and  feel- 
ings, he  could  not  givehjs  vote  against  this  old  la- 
day's  claimtand  he  did  not  fear  that  it  would  be  set- 
ting, a  bad  precedent;  and  he  could  not  conceive^how 
any  of  his  married  friends  could  refuse  to  provide 
for  this  poor  old  widow,  who  had  peculiar  claims 
on  them  for  protection. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
yeas  29,  nays  13,  as  follow*: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Graham,  Henderson, 
Huntington,  Knight,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Norveil,  Phelps,  "Pierce,  Porter,  Prentis«,  Preston, 
Roggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tall- 
madge,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  and  Wil- 
liams— 29; 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  CUy 
of  Alabama,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Mangom,  Roane,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tappan, 
and  Wright— 13. 

And  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wsdnesday,  Dec  23,  1840. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Post  Office 'Department,  in 
compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  15th  instant,  transmitting  a 
list  of  all  the  curtailments  in  the  transportation  of 
the  mail,  made  lince  the  close  of  the  first  session  of 
the  present  Congress,  with  the  da'es  when  such 
curtailments  were  made,  the  time  when  they  took 
effect,  and  the  amount  of  each. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E  VERETT,  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Petitions  were  then  presented  by — 

Mr.  SHAW,  of  New  Hampshire. 

Messrs.  SALTONSTALL  and  WINTHROP, 
of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  TlLLINGHAST,  of  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  SLADB,  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  FLOYD,  of  New  York. 


Mr.  JAMES,  of  Pennsylvania,  ashed  leave  to 
present  a  petition  from  an  Anti-Slavery  Society  in 
his  State;  and,  as  the  shorter  way  of  stating  its  con- 
tents, proceeded  to  read  the  petition.  ' 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  objected  to  the  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  JAMES  persisted,  and,  having  read  the  pe- 
tition through,  sent  it  to  the  Speaker  that  he  might 
decide  as  to  whether  it  came  under  the  rule  relating 
to  Abolition  papers. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  petition  was 
embraced  by  the  rule. 

Mr.  JAMES  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  in  order  that  the  petition  might  be  received. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the 
motion  to  suspend  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BLADE  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  peti- 
tion, in  order  that  he  might  know  on  what  he  was 
required  to  vote. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  a  statement  of  its  con- 
tents had  already  been  made  by  the  member  from 
Pennsylvania;  and  the  rule  under  which  Ihe  peti- 
tion came  prohibited  its  reading. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  on  the  table, 

Mr  COST  JOHNSON  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  but  on  observing  that  the  House,  was  not 
full,  withdrew  the  call. 

Mr.  ADAMS  renewed  it,  and  tbe  yeas  and  nays 
being  ordered,  were  taken  and  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Julius  C.  Alford,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks,  Beirae, 
Blackwell,  Bond,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  G. 
Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  Carroll,  Car- 
ter, Chinn,  Clifford,  Connor,  Cooper,  Crabb, 
Craig,  Crockett,  Cross,  Curtis,  Dana,  John  Davis, 
John  W.  J  tovis,  Garret  Davis,  Deberry,  Doe,  D  jig, 
Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,  Fisher,  Galbraith,  Gar- 
land, Gentry,  Gerry,  Goggin,  Green,  Griffin,  Ham- 
mond, Hawes,  John  Hill  of  Va.  Jchn  Hill  of  N.  C. 
Hillen,  Hook,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Jameson,  Jeni- 
fer, Joseph  Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones, 
Keim,  Kille,  Lane,  McCarty,  McClellan,  Mc- 
Clnre,  McKay,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Monlanya, 
Moore,  Pickens,  Pope,  Rayner,  Reynolds,  Rives, 
Shaw,  Shepard,  Albert  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart, 
Sumter,  Sweeny,  Taliaferro,  .Francis  Thomas, 
Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Triplet',  Underwood,  Vandeiposl,  War- 
ren, Watterson,  John  White,  Wick,  Jared  W, 
Williams,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Wise— 99. 

NAYS— Adams,  Barnard,  Beatty,  Boardman, 
Briggs,  Brockway,  Calhoun,  Carr,  Casey,  Chitten- 
den, Clark,  Cranston,  Cashing,  Davee,  E.  Davies, 
Edwards,  Fillmore,  Fletcher,  Floyd,  Giddiags, 
Granger,  Hastings,  Henry,  Hunt,  Jackson,  James, 
KempshaU,  Leet,  Lincoln,  Lowell,  McCulloch, 
Mallory,  Marvin,  Morgan,  C.  Morris,  Palen,  Payn- 
ter,  Peck,  Profit,  Rarideo,  Reed,  Rustell,  Salton- 
stall,  Simonton,  Slado,  John  Smith, Truman  Smith, 
Tillinghast,  Toland,  Trumbull,  Peter  J.  Wagner, 
and  Winthrop— 53. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  on  leave,  reported  from 
the  Committee  oa  Ways  and  Means  a  bill  mak- 
ing appropriation  for  the  current  and  contingent 
expenses  of  the 

INDIAN  DEPARTMENT, 
and  for  fulfilling  the  various  treaty   stipulations 
with  Indian  tribes. 

Mr.  BARNARD  wished  to  inquire  the  amount 
required  for  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  JONES  replied  that  it  was  f  700,000. 

The  above  bill  was  read  twice,  and  on  motion 
of  Mr.  JONES,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  ihe  Union,  and,  with  the 
accompany  ing  documents,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  on  leave,  reported  from  the  same 
committee  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 

NAVAL  SERVICE, 
for  the  year  1841;  which  was  read  twice,  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Petitions  were  further  presented  by — 

Messrs.  TAYLOR,  WELLER,  and  G I DDINGS, 
of  Ohio. 
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Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  CHINN,  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  CASEY,  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  DOTY,  of  Wiskonsan. 

Mr.  DOWNING,  of  Florida. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  RIVES,  from  die  Committee  of  Election*, 
offered  a  resolution  proposing  to  pay  to  James 
Carlisle  additional  compensation  for  services  ren- 
dered as  cltrk  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Objection  being  made,  the  resolution  lies  ever, 
under  the  rale. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah 
Field;  which  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported^- 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jehn  Wilkinson's  heirs  at 
law; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Home; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  A.  Lester; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Cox;   ~ 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Hedges; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Garret  Vleit; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  P>  Rathbon*; 

A  bill  for  tfce  relief  of  Chauncey  Calhoun; 

Which  were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GiD  DINGS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported— 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  C.  Roberts; 
and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvester  Phelps,  and  the 
heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  Charles  Landon, 
deceased; 

Which  were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Illinois,  on  the  subject  of  the  public 
lands. 

Dnring  the  presentation  of  petitions  and  reports, 
leave  was  given  to  introduce  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PROFFIT, 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  this 
House,  adopted  on  the  17th  December,  1840,  as 
calls  for  *ll  the  correspondence  between  the  War 
Department  and  the  superintendents  of  tbe  Cum- 
berland road,  Ac.  be  hereby  rescinded;  and  the  said 
Department  is  required  to  furnfch  only  colics  of  the 
orders  (if  any  such  have  been  given)  i>  raspend 
operations  on  the  publicworks,  on  »he  lake  borders 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Wiskonsan, 
an1  on  the  Cumberland  roid  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois;  and  also  copies  of  orders  to  sell  the  ma- 
chinery, tools,  implements,  dfcc.  used  on  said  woiks, 
and  beloogirg  to  ibe  United  Stares. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BLACK  WJ2LL, 

Resolved,  That  tbe  Committee  on  the  Po?t  Office 
and  Port  Roads  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  proprieiy  of  establishing  a  po^t 
route  from  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  to  Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama,  to  intersect  the  route  from  Knoxville, 
Tennessee,  to  Cleveland,  Tennessee 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCLELLAN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings and  Grounds  inqure  whether  the  falling  of  the 
chandelier  in  ibe  hall  of  the  House  was  caused  by 
a  defect  in  workmanship  and  construction;  and 
also  whether  any  money  has  been  paid  by  ihe  Clerk, 
and,  if  not,  whether  any  ought  to  be  paid,  to  the 
constructor  of  the  chandelier. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER, 

Rtsolvd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurybe 
required  to  report  to  this  House  whether  any, 
and  if  any,  what  part  or  surplus,  or  additional  sec- 
tions  or  parts  of  sections,  (lying  along  and  adjoin- 
ing,  and  within  the  line  of  alternate  sections  on  the 
Miami  canal,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  withheld 
from  sale  at  tbe  same  time,)  have  been  sold  since  1st 
January,  1830,  to  the  1st  January,  1839.  Also, 
that  he  state  to  whom  raid  lands  were  sold,  at  what 
office,  and  at  what  time,  and  at  what  price;  and 
,  that  he  famish  copies  of  all  instructions  given  by 
the  different  Commissioners  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  from  time  to  time,  relating  to  withholding 
from  sale  lands  on  the  route  of  the  said  Miami 


On  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT, 

Revolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  Honse,  if  com- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  copies  of  all  cor- 
respondence between  this  Government  and  the  Go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain,  relative  to  any  proceed- 
ing on  the  part  of  that  Government,  which  may 
have  a  tendency  to  interrupt  our  commerce  with 
China. 

Mr.  ADAMS  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which,  under  tbe  rule,  lies  over  one  day: 

Rented,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House  the  names  of  all  the 
postmasters  throoghout  the  Union  who  have  been 
removed  from  office  since  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1839,  with  tbe  names  of  the  persons  appointed  in 
their  places;  underscoring  the  names  of  all  those 
removed  for  official  delinquency  or  misdemeanor, 
and  specifying  the  nature  thereof,  the  complaint 
upon  which  tbe  removal  was  made,  the  evidence 
in  support  of  such  complaint,  and  whether  the  offi- 
cer removed  was  made  acquainted  with  the  com- 
plaint, confronted  with  his  accuser,  or  allowed  to 
be  heard  in  his  defence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instrncted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  granting  a  pension  to  John  Everly,  of 
Giles  county,  Tennessee,  for  his  Revolutionary 
services. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be 
instrncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fur- 
nishing to  each  of  the  State  Legislatures  a  copy 
of  the  printed  documents  of  both  Houses — and  of 
the  Register  of  Debates,  and  of  all  other  publica- 
tions made  by  ord»r  of  either  House,  if  a  sufficient 
number  of  copies  remain  on  band. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TILLINGH  AST, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  in- 
quire into  tbe  expediency  of  appropriating  a  sum 
of  money  for  clearing  out  the  obstructions  to  navi- 
gation in  tbe  Providence  river,  at  and  near  Provi- 
dence, and  at  and  near  Pawtucket,  both  or  either. 

On  motion**  Mr.  CRANSTON, 

Resolved,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instrncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting 
a  spindle  on  a  sunken  rock  near  the  centre  of  Nar- 
ragansett  bay,  on  the  west  of  Providence  island. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENRY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be,  and  are  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  inio  the 
exp«  diency  of  establishing  a  national  armory  on 
tbe  Western  waters  we-u  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains, and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise,  as  may  be 
deemed  most  expedient;  and  that  all  memorials  and 
papers  on  file  in  (he  Clerk's  office  ia  relation  to  this 
subject,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEAD  BETTER, 

Rcsolvid,  That  the  papers  on  file  in  favor  of  the 
claims  of  the  heirs  of  Jacob  Thomas,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Ota  motion  of  Mr.  McCLURE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims  be,  and  are  hereby  direced  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  reporting  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
brirsand  kgal  representatives  of  Captain  John 
Smith,  deceased,  late  of  Cumberland  county,  Penn. 
whose  petition  and  papers  were  mislaid  and  lost  by 
the  said  committer  at  a  former  session  of  Congress, 
after  it  had  been  determined  to  report  in  favor  of 
his  claims  as  an  officer  of  the  army  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Legislature  of  Illinois,  .remonstrating  against  the 
mode  and  price  of  disposing  of  the  public  land  ly- 
ing within  the  States  recently  admitted  into  the 
Union;  which  he  moved  should  be  referred  to  ihe 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  with  the  following  in- 
structions: 

"To  report  a  bill  to  grant  prospective  pre-emp- 
tions to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  and  to  reduce 
the  price  to  settlers  according  to  the  value  of  said 
lands." 

The  motion  giving  rise  to  debate,  was,  under  the 
rule,  laid  over. 

REVENUE  LAWS. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  after  some  explanatory  remarks 
showing  under  what  circumstance  House  bill  No. 


100,  providing  for  the  more,  faithful  execution  of 
the  laws  relating  to  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports, had  been  lost  at  the  last  session  for  want  of 
time,  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committe  on  Manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  PICKENS  objected  to  the  bill  being  taken 
up  otherwise  than  in  its  regular  order  on  the  ca- 
lendar. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  if  that  was  the  revenue  bill  intro- 
duced by  him  at  the  last  session,  and  on  which  the 
Senate  added,  by  way  of  amendment,  fourteen 
sections  imposing  a  new  tariff. 

Mr.  ADAMS  explained  that  it  was*,  but  his  view 
in  moving  a  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures was  not  to  have  them  report  the  whole  of 
the  bill,  as  amended  by  the  Senate,  but  the  bill  as 
it)  was  originally  reported  from  the  committee. 
So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  it  was  not  bis  wish 
that  a  revenue  bill  should  be  reported,  but  a  bill 
only  for  the  suppression  of  fraud.  Mr.  A .  then  al- 
luded to  a  meeting  of  certain  merchants  in  New 
York  city  in  relation  to  the  tariff,  with  a  view  of 
showing  in  what  manner  tbey  had  taunted  the 
House,  and. insinuated  how  members  of  tbe  House 
were  to  be  managed  with  "champagne  and  mo- 
ney." Mr.  A.  said,  the  proceedings  of  the  meet- 
ing had  been  reported  in  one  of  the  New  York  pa- 
pers, and,  were  of  a  character  derogatory  to  the 
dignity  of  the  House.  Mr.  A.  asked  who  were 
these  New  York  merchants  who  thus  showed  their 
estimate  of  the  standing  of  the  House?  HebcUawed 
there  was  not  a  native  of  New  York  among  ^pn, 
but  that  they  were  of  the  class  of  foreigners  for 
whom  the  bill  of  last  session  was  intended  la  ap- 
ply. They  were  the  particular  allies  of  tbe  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  but  he,  Mr.  A.  did  not 
like  the  character  of  such  allies. 

Mr.  A.  then  submitted  bis  motion  of  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  motion  could '  be 
entertained  only  by  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
for  tbe  purpose  of  enabling  the  motion  of  reference 
to  be  submitted. 

Mr.  WISE,  before  he  voted,  wished  to  have  a. " 
little  more  information  on  the  subject.  The  bill 
introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
at  the  last  session  was  a  bill  to  prevent  frauds  on 
the  revenue.  Its  object  was  not  to  disturb  the  tariff 
question  or  interfere  wi»h  the  compromise  bill.  It 
did  not  propose  the  imposition  of  a  new  tariff,  but 
simply  to  enforce  tbe  laws  on  the  existing  tariff* 
As  such,  the  bill  passed  the  House,  and  although 
he  con>idered  tbe  bill  arbitrary  in  many  of  its  pro- 
visions, he  yet  made  no  serious  opposition  to  it. 
It  went  to  the  Senate,  where,  under  the  specious 
title  of  ua  bill  te  prevent  frauds  on  the  revenue," 
a  number  of  additional  sections  were  addtd,  laying 
on  a  new  tariff,  disturbing  the  compromise  act,  and 
imposing  on  certa'n  articles  on  additional  dory  of 
from  25  to  50  per  cent.  That  bill,  with  tye  addi- 
tion of  fourteen  sections,had  never  passed  the  House, 
but  was  referred  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  W.  then  vindicated  the  merchants  of 
New  York  from  the  charge  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
Adams.  He,  too,  saw  the  reported  proceedings  of 
the  meeting  of  merchants  in  that  city;  but  he  would 
inform  the  gentleman  and  the  House  ibat  the  re- 
port was  nothing  but  a  caricature  of  the  proceed- 
ings, published  in  the  New  York  Herald.  He  was 
authorised  to  say  that  there  was  net  a  word  of  truth 
in  the  representations  there  made,  and  it  was  with, 
deep  regret  that  the  merchants  of  New  York  bad 
seen  the  "caricature"  of  their  proceedings  go  forth* 
representing  them  as  using  such  language  in  rein* 
(ion  to  the  character  and  standing  of  the  House. 
As  one  instance  showing  how  much  reliance  was 
to  be  placed  on  the  caricature  report  of  the  Herald, 
Mr.  W.  referred  to  it  as  saying  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusets  [Mr.  A.]  introduced  this  bill  at 
the  last  session  when  there  were  but  four  members 
present.  The  whole  report  was  of  a  similar  cha- 
racter, entirely  false,  and  relating  words  which  had 
never  been  uttered  at  that  meeting.  Mr.  W.  re- 
ferred to  a  letter  received  from  one  of  the  merchants 
who  composed  the  meeting,  (Mr.  Jeffries)  explain* 
ing  the  matter,  and  said  he  was  sure  that  if  daft 
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geitleman  from   Massachusetts  had  wen  it,  he 
¥oqW  n  t  have  made  ihe  remarks  he  had. 

As  for  the  merchants  of  New  York  being  the 
waUies,v  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  he, 
Mr.  W.  would  assert  that  the  South  stood  in  need 
of  bo  allies.  On  that  question  the  Sown  wonld 
aaod  alone  on  its  own  strength,  and  by  that  means 
ihey  would  secure  more  firmly  the  faith  of  the 
eooDtry.  All  they  asked  was  that  the  tariff  ques- 
tion might  be  left  where  it  was  in  1632;  but  when 
h  should  be  disturbed,  let  the  question  be  raised 
fairly,  and  not  insidiously  included  in  a  bill  by  its 
title  purporting  to  be  only  a  bill  for  preventing 
funds  on  the  revenue.  The  present  bill,  with  the 
additional  sections  of  the  Senate,  was  not  the  bill  of 
last  session.  Moreover,  he  believed  that  the  bill 
hid  died  at  the  last  session,  and  that  in  orter  to  re- 
vive the  subject  again,  it  must  be  introduced  <b 

Mr.  MONROE  arose  amidst  much  conftision, 
and  eipresaed  a  desire  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
subject-  After  static*  his  fear  of  ever  coming  in 
coo  tact  with  'he  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Adams,]  he  observed  that  he  would  gladly, 
on  ail  occasion?,  leave  him  al<»ne,  except  when  he 
said  any  thing  calculated  to  injure  the  reputation  of 
the  high  minded  merchants  of  New  York.  Mr. 
M.  then  proceeded  to  describe  the  character  of  ihe 
aeetingheld  in  that  city,  and  contended  that  the 
persons  who  attended  it  were  as  honorable  and  high 
Minded  as  the  gentleman  himse  f.  The  report  of  the 
Herald,  falsifying  and  caricaturing  the  proceedings, 
had  excited  fee  iogs  of  the  deepest  morufic«ti<  n,  in 
proof  whereof  he  begged  ieav*»  to  have  read  by  the 
Clerk  a  letter  he  had  received  on  last  night  from 
Mr.  Jeffries,  one  of  the  speakers  of  that  meeting, 
aad  whose  remarks  had  been  caricatured  by  the 
Herald. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  J.  was  accordingly  read  by  the 
Clerk,  denying  the  remarks  impo/ed  to  bim  in  the 
Herald,  and  ex  pre  siog  his  legrtt  that  it  ha-1  be- 
come necessary  thus  to  correct  the  erroneous  impres- 
sion which  had  acne  abroad. 

Mr.  CU8HLNG  begged  leave  to  ask  whether  the 
writer  of  the  letter  was  an  American  citizen  or  a 
foreigner. 

Mr.  MONROE  was  inclined  to  the  belief  that 
the  writer  was  not  an  American  citizen,  but  a 
Scotchman,  who,  he  doubted  not,  was  one  of  ths 
most  respectable  importing  merchants  in  New 
York. 

After  some  further  debate  in  which  Messrs. 
PICKENS,  WISE,  STANLY,  ANDREWS, 
T1LLINGHAST,  and  CASHING,  participated, 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  STANLY 
to  suspend  the  rules  was  put,  and  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  ad  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
dersen, Andrews,  A  therton,  Baker,  Beatty,  Board- 
man,  Bond,  Breckenridge,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Brock- 
way,  Borke,  Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carr, 
Carroll,  Carter,  Casey,  Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark, 
Clifford,  William  R.  Cooper,  Cranston,  CrcckeU, 
Cashing,  Dana,  Edward  Davies,  John  Davis,  John 
W.  D^vis,  Garret  Davis,  Dickerson,  Del  let,  Doet 
Doit;,  Earl,  Eastman,  Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore, 
Fletcher,  Floyd,  Pornance,  Galbraiti,  Gentry, 
Gerry,  Giddicgs,  Granger,  William  S.  Hastings, 
John  Hastings,  Haves,  Henry,  Hilien,  Hook, 
Host,  Jackson,  James,  Jenifer,  Charles  Johnston, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kempihatl, 
Joewwh  KilJe,  Lane,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lincoln, 
MeOarty,  McClure,  McCulloch,  Mallory,  Mar 
cfcandj  Marvin,  Mason,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Mon- 
taajm,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Mor- 
row, Haytor,  Newhard,  Ogle,  Osborne,  Palen,  Par- 
amttuer,  Paynter,  Peck,  Pope,  Premise,  Randall, 
Randolph,  Randen,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Ridgway, 
Ifniiurll,  aaltonstall,  Shaw,  Simontoo,  Siade,  Albert 
Saudi,  John  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stark- 
weather. Smart,  Sweahngen,  Taylor,  Francis 
Thorn**, Titlinghast,  Toland,  Turney,  Underwood, 
Tautdernoet,  David  D.  Wagener,  Peter  J.  W?g- 
anrpWaileraon,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Thomas  W. 
Witflauau,  Henry  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Jo- 
aeafct*.  Williams,  and  Winthrop— 131. 
If  AYS— Messrs.  Alford,  Ja-ison  Allen,  Banks, 
~     Blackweil,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Sampson  H, 


Butler,  William  0.  Butler,  Coles,  Connor,  Mark 
A.  Cooper,  Crabb?  Craig,  Cross,  Curtis,  Dawson, 
Deberry,  Fisher,  Garland,  Goggin,  Griffin,  Hill 
of  Va.  Hill  of  N.  C.  Hubbard,  John  W.  Jones, 
Leadbetter,  McClellao,  McKay,  Miller,  Nisbet, 
Parris,  Pxkens,  Profit,  Rayner,  Rives,  Sh'pard, 
Thomas  Smith,  8umter,Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thomp- 
son, Jacob  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  War- 
ren, John  White,  aad  Wise— 45. 

So  there  being  two-thirds  voting  in  the  affirms  - 
tive,  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  submitted  his  motion  to  refer 
to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  WISE,  after  some  further  remarks,  moved 
to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  question  being  first  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Adams  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures, 

Mr.  MOfiG\N  demanded  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House. 

The  main  quest  oa  on  the  motion  was  then  or- 
dered, and  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  J<>hn  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Baker,  Bondman,  Bond,  Brewster,  Brig**, 
Brockway,  William  B  Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll, 
Casev,  Chitteodcn,Claik,<  'ran*ton,Cushinsr,  E.  Da- 
vies,  John  Da vi«,  John  W.  Davis,  Garret  Davis, 
Doe,  Doig,  Earl,  Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore, 
Fletcher,  Fornance,  Galbraith,  Gentry,  Gerry, 
Gjanger,  Hammond,  Hand,  Wm.  S.  Hastings, 
Jvhn  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Hook,  Jackson, 
James,  Jenifer,  Charles  Johnston vWm.  Cost  J  >hn- 
vod,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Kenn,  Kemble,  K^mpshall, 
Kijle,  Lnne,  Leet,  Leonard,  Ltnco'n,  McCarty, 
McCulloch,  Mallory,  Marchand,  Marvin,  Mason, 
Medill.  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel 
W.  Moiris,  Morrow,  Nay  lor,  Newhard,  Ogle, 
Osborne,  Palen,  Parmenter,  Payn»er,  Peck,  Pipe, 
Randall,  Randolph,  Rariden,  Reed,  Rdgway, 
Edward  Rogers,  Russell,  Saltonsiall,  8imont>n, 
Slade,  Albeit  Smith,  John  Smith,  Truman  Smith, 
Thomas  Smi'h,  Stanly,  Starkweather,  Smart, 
8wearingen,  Taylor,  Francis  Thoma&w  John  B. 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Triprctt,  Tram- 
bull,  Underwood,  David  D.  Wagener,  Peter  J. 
Wagner,  John  White,  Henry  Williams,  Lewis 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Winthrop— 
109. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alford,  Judson  Allen,  An- 
derson, Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,Beirne,  Blackweil, 
Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  G  Brown,  Burke, 
Wm.  O.  Bntler,  Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  Mara  A. 
Cooper,  Wm.  R.  Cooper.  Crabb,  Craig,  Cross, 
Dana,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Del  let,  Doan,  Duncan, 
Eastman,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Garland,  Goggin,  Hill 
of  North  Carolina,  Hubbard,  Jameson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Lowell,  McCiellan,  Mc- 
Clure, McKay,  Montanya,  Nisbet,  Pickens,  Pren- 
tiss, Rayner,  •Reynolds,  Rives,  Shaw,  Shepard, 
Strong,  Samter,  Taliaferro,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Vanderpoel,  Warren,  Watteraon,  Wick,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  *nd  Wise— €0. 

So  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
nufactures. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  whether  it  was  in  order  to 
instruct  the  committee  to  strike  out  all  af  er|the  14th 
section  of  the  bill,  and  move  an  amendment 
thereto. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not 

Mr.  WISE  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

But  before  any  question  was  taken  thereon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  the  select 
committee,  appointed  during  the  last  session,  on 
steamboat  disasters,  was  discharged,  and  another 
on  the  same  subject  ordered  to  be  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  communication 
from  the  Po  t  Office  Department,  in  respect  to  trans- 
portation of  the  mails,  Ac.  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  of  BRIGGS, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 

Thursday,  December  24, 1840. 

Mr.  MOUTON  presented  the  petition  of  the 
branch  pilots  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also  the  petition  of  Abner  Bradley:  which  was 
referrad  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 


Also  the  petition  of  Pierre  Dolet;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims.  ^ 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  Robert  Fulton;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  the  petition  of  J.T. 
Nevius;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs.  

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  petition 
of  James  Simpson's  heirs,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  and  the  petition 
of  James  Paxton,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  the  me- 
morial and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  toe 
State  of  Alabama  for  the  cession  to  that  State  of 
the  Muscle  Shoals  Canal,  was  referred  to  the 
Commitu  e  on  Roads  and  Canals;  the  resolution* 
of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama  for'  the  relinquish- 
ment to  that  State  ot  the  unappropriated  public 
lands  lying  within  her  limits,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands;  the  reflations  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama  in  relation  ro  the  claim  of 
that  State  for  advances  to  militia  volunteers,  in  the* 
wars  with  Florida  and  Creek  Indians,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims;  and  the  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Alabama  for  the  erection  of  lights  aad 
light-houses,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  CLAY,  in  pursuance  ef  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  uAn  act  to  grant  certain  re- 
linquished and  unappropriated  lands  to  the  State 
of  Alabama,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  navi- 
g*tim  of  the  Tennessee,  Coosa,  Gabawba,  and 
Biack  Warrior  rivers,"  approved  May  23,  1838, 
and  the  several  acts  supplementary  and  amendato- 
ry thereto;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committ  e  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  C.  aloo,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  making 
additional  appropriations  for  completing  the  im- 
provement* in  Mobile  harbor;  which  was  read 
twice  andrefeired  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  C.  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  provid- 
ing tor  the  payment  of  certain  claims  of  the  State  of 
Alabama;  which  was  twice  read  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  NORYELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  authorising 
the  President  to  cause  certain  surveys  to  be  made, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, repfrted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  C.  Rey- 
nolds; which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  Committed 
on  Naval  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  John  Pritchett,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
Williams,  made  an  adverse  report  thereon,  and 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  considera- 
tion. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ALLEN,  the  petition  and  pa-  ' 
pers  of  E.  Shaler,  now  on  file,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  refeired  the  petition  of  Garry  Hinans, 
asked  to  bs  discharged  from  its  furiher  considera- 
tion, and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
lad  an  Affairs;  which  was  agreed  to.       # 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  was  discharged  from  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Il- 
linois, praying  an  extension  of  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  duty  bonds,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALL,  the  Committe  on 
(he  Judiciary  was  discharged  from  the  father  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  George  Whitman. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Hawkins  and  Ralph  Haskins;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  le* 
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gal  representatives  of  Thomas  Cooper,  deceased, 
repotted  the  same  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committer,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Francis  A.  Dickins, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  taking  evidence  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  and  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  in  certain  cases;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  RUGGLES,  from  the  Com  mil  tee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  provide  fox  the  better  secu- 
rity of  the  lives  and  passengers  on  board  of  vessels 
propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN,  in  pursuance  of  previons  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  Strader;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
fctgal  representatives  of  Aaron  Vail,  deceased,  late 
consul  at  L'Orient,  reported  the  tame  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Richard  Higgins,  jr.  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Georgetown,  praying  for  a  recharter  of  the  Farm- 
en  and  Mechanics  Bank;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  MOUTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  de  Passau  of  Loui- 
siana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan  of  Loui- 
siana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan  of  Loui- 
siana; 

A  bill  to  confirm  claim  to  lands  in  the  district  be- 
twef  n  the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  river?; 

A  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the  Oua- 
chita land  district,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

A  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  Loui- 
siana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptiste  Granger; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  De 
Lusser,  and  their  legal  representatives; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Juan  Belgar; 

A  bill  tor  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of  William  Conway; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Babin;  • 

A  bill  to  cenfirm  certain  land  claims  in  the 
Greenburg  Land  District,  State  of  Louisiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Compton,  assignee 
of  Ganigues  Flaujac; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptist  Comeau; 

A  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  John  Baptiste 
Lecorapte  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  TbereseMalette,  widow  of  Gaspard  Phiole, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 
BILLS  PASSED. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Hainan  Leigh  ton; 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; and 

A  bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  any  foreign 
copper,  gold,  siver,  or  other  coin,  and  to  prevent 
the  bringing  into  the  United  States,  or  uttering  any 
couniert£u  foreign  copper,  gold,  siiver,  or  other 
coin;  were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence  of 
a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  ihe  Choc- 
taw Indians,  coming  up  on  its  third  reading, 

Mr.  PHELPS  made  some  inquiries  as  to  the 
purport  of  the  bill,  and  the  legality  of  the  title  of 
the  settlers  to  the  land  in  question. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  he  was  sorry  his  friend  from 
Vermont  objected  to  the  passage  of  this  log  cabin 
bill — a  bill  which  had-  passed  this  House  or  the 
other  branch  of  Congress  almost  yearly  for  the  last 
thirteen  years,  but  it  so  happened  that  it  never  bad 
passed  both  Houses  in  the  one  year*  When  he 
bad  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the  other  branch  of  Con- 
gress, this   bill  bad  parsed  without  a  disse  nti 


voice,  but  had  nut  been  acted  on  an  the  Senate:  and 
for  several  years  past  it  had  been  presented  in  (he 
Senate,  received  its  favorable  consideration,  was 
passed  and  sent  to  the  House,  bnt  failed  in  being 
acted  on  in  that  body.  As  the  Senator,  however, 
desred  information,  he  would  endeavor  to  af- 
ford it;  though  necessarily  he  would  have  to 
go  back  for  a  space  of  thirteen  or  fourteen 
years  for  that  purpose.  When  Arkansas  was  a 
Territory,  it  was  deemed  expedient  by  ihose  who 
then  had  the  control  of  the  Government  of  this  na- 
tion, to  lop  off  a  large  portion  of  the  most  fertile  of 
her  soil— five  of  her  best  counties  were  severed 
from  her  by  force,  to  give  them  to  the  Cherokees, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  policy  of  this 
Government  in  relation  to  the  Indians.  They  took 
by  violent  hands  tne  improvements  of  the  settlers — 
they  took  private  property  ana  applied  it  to  a  pub- 
lic purpose,  and  had  made  no  remuneration  there- 
for, and  every  year  since  that  period  had  these 
claims  been  presented  here,  and  we  were  asked  to 
pay  back  to  the  settlers  an  equivalent  for  the 
property  they  had  seen  unjustly  deprived  of.  He 
repeated  that  these  outrages  had  been  perpetrated 
with  a  view  to  carry  out  the  Indian  policy  of  ihe  Go- 
vernment, and  Congress  had  recognised  their  jus- 
tice again  and  again.  He  said  they  had  heard 
much  in  that  chamber  of  the  excitement  respect- 
ing the  Northeastern  boundary,  and  the  question' 
of  jurisdiction  over  ihe  valley  \ of  the  Aroostook 
and  the  pine  hills  of  Maine:  why,  sir,  Arkansas, 
by  the  transactions  to  which  he  alludid,  had  been 
despoiled  of  territory  of  more  vatue  than  the  whole 
Siate  cf  Maine — a  fertile  belt  of  country  40  miles 
wide  and  390  long,  had  been  forcibly  taken  from 
her,  and  this  to  prevent  difficulties  with  the  Indians. 
The  settlers  had  been  pludered  of  their  improve- 
ments, and  they  were  called  upon  to  make 
some  compensation  for  them.  Many  of  the 
settlers  has  resitted  the  villanous  attempt  to 
deprive  them  of  their  property  without  an 
equivalent,  and  to  these  had  been  granted  320 
acres  of  iaW.  Those  who  had  qoietly  submitted 
to  the  Government  had  received  nothing;  and  it 
was  for  their  relief  that  this  bill  provided.  It  gave 
them  but  160  acrts  of  land,  whereas  the  former 
class  received  320;  so  that  the  naked  que^ion  was, 
will  you  give  to  those  who  obeyed  and  submitted  to 
your  laws,  the  one-half  of  that  which  you  gave  to 
those  who  resisted  them — nobly  and  successfully 
resisted  them.  He  trusted  they  would  pass  the 
bill:  it  was  but  a  scanty  measure  of  justice,  which 
bad  been  long  deferred  * 

Mr.  PHELPS  said  the  Senator  had  not  an- 
swered his  inquiry.  He  was  not  doubting  the  po- 
licy or  the  propriety  of  indemnifying  the  owners  of 
property  that  was  taken  for  the  public  use,  but  he 
wished  to  know  what  right  those  settlers  bad  to  the 
property  taken  for  the  public  use. 

Mr.  SEVIER  explained. 

Mr.  PHELPS  was  awate  they  were  settlers 
within  the  boundary  of  Arkansas,  but  he  wished 
to  learn  what  title  they  bad  to  the  land  on  which 
their  improvements  were  loca tod?  If  they  had  a 
right  to  it,  it  was  destroyed  by  the  act  of  Govern- 
ment, and  they  were  entitled  to  compensation;  but 
if  they  had  taken  possession  and  introduced  im- 
provements without  title,  he  then  said  they  bad 
no  claim,  more  than  a  mere  preemption  right. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  as  this  was  a  subject  with 
which,  from  his  long  connection  wi:h  this  body,  he 
had  some  acquaintance,  and  as  some  honorable 
Senators  appeared  not  to  be  familiar  wiih  it,  he 
be*ged  leave  to  say  a  few  words.  He  would  be- 
gin at  the  beginning.  About  sixteen  or  eighteen 
years  ago,  when  Mr.  Conway  was  the  delegate 
from  Aikansas,  though  it  was  immaterial  who  the 
delegate  might  be,  Congress  defined  the  bounda- 
ries of  what  that  Sate  was  to  be,  separating 
what  war;  intended  to  constitute  the  State  of 
Arkansas  from  the  vast  wilderness  that  was 
beyord  it;  it  was  marked  out  with  a  special 
reference  to  the  future  size  of  the  State,  to 
make  it  correspond  with  other  States,  and  al?o 
for  the  purpose  of  including  the  great  salt  springs 
which  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Cherokees 
of  the  West,  and  on  the  boundary  line  of  the  State 
of  Arkansas.  The  act,  then,  was  passed,  the  boun- 
dary of  the  Territory  was  defined,  and  under  the 


administraiion  of  the  second  Mr.  Adams,  a  treaty 
was  made  with  the  Cherokees,  by  which  this  act 
was  repealed,  by  which  an  act  of  Congress  was 
bowed  down,  and  bowed  down  by  the  treaty  male 
ing  power!  Tbis  extension  of  the' treaty  mak- 
ing power  was  an  outrage  on  the  Constitution  of  the 
country;  it  was  an  outrage  on  a  law  of  Congress,  and 
it  was  an  outrage  on  the  people  of  Arkansas.  He 
(Mr.  Bbston)  was  then  on  the  Committee  of  In- 
dian Affairs— he  was  the  Chairman  of  that  Com- 
mittee— and  he  fought  that  treaty  on  every  ground 
— on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  trea- 
ty-making power — on  the  ground  that  it  was  under- 
taking to  repeal  an  act  of  Congress — and  on  the 
ground  that  an  agent  of  the  Secretary  of  War  was 
acting  with  the  Indians  in  overturning  the  rights  of 
the  people  of  that  country — that  it  was  doing  a  thing 
that  was  new  to  the  treaty-making  power — that 
it  was  extending  thut  power — and  that  it  was  an. 
outrage  on  the  settlers  in  Arkansas,  and  the  doing 
them  an  essential  wrong;  and  on  one  other  ground, 
that  on  this  subject  Congress  had  already  passed.  He 
(Mr.  Benton)  was  then  in  the  minority  and  in  the 
opposition,  as  he  might  be  again,  and  he  was  borne 
down,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  country  was 
borne  down,  and  the  interests  of  Arkansas  were 
borne  down;  that  outrage  on  the  country,  as  well 
as  on  the  legislation  of  Congress,  was  perpetrated. 
He  fought  it  long,  but  he  was  borne  down;  and 
the  boundaries  of  Arkansas  were  contracted  forty 
miles  for  three  hundred  miles  in  length.  That 
outrage  was  perpetrated  on  a  defenceless  Territory, 
but  it  was  perpetrated  on  an  organized  Govern- 
ment, and  it  was  done  by  men  who  sat  on  the  same 
chairs  as  those  who  made  the  treaty,  and  who  were 
sensible  of  the  outrage  they  committed  on  the  peo- 
ple who  were  left  forty  miles  outside  the  Ter- 
ritory. But  contemporaneous^  with  this  trea- 
ty, an  act  was  passed  to  give  to  the  se  settlers  double 
the  usual  pre-emption  right,  and  not  merely  as  a 
pre-emption,  but  as  a  compensation  for  the  outrage 
committed  upon  them,  and  for  what  they  had  lost, 
and  as  an  inducement  to  them  to  break  up  their 
homes  and  remove  forty  miles  from  the  Indians,  to 
save  a  war.  They  were  then  offered  320  acres  of 
land  instead  of  160;  and  now,  after  a  lapse  of  fif- 
teen or  sixteen  years,  were  they  to  have  but  half  of 
that  which  those  who  did  the  wrong  assigned 
to  them?  He  was  for  the  bill  as  it  was  introduced; 
and  he  ahould  give  it  his  support. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  PRESTON,  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

TAX  ON  BANK  NOTES.  * 

Mr.  BENTON  brought  forward  his  promised 
motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  tax  the  circu- 
lation of  ban ks  and  bankers  and  of  all  corpora- 
tions, companies  or  individuals  which  issued  paper 
currency.  He  said  nothing  was  more  reasonable 
than  to  require  the  moneyed  interest  which  was 
employed  in  banking,  and  especially  in  that  branch 
of  banking  which  was  drdicated  t>  the  profitable 
business  of  converting  lampblack  and  rags  iate 
money,  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  was  a  large  interest,  very  able,  and  very 
proper,  to  pay  taxes,  and  which  paid  nothing.  Ii 
was  an  interest  which  possessed  many  privileges : 
over  the  rest  of  the  community  by  law;  which* 
usurped  many  others  which  the  laws  did  not  grant; 
which,  in  fact,  set  the  laws  and  the  Government  at1 
defiance  whenever  it  pleased;  and  which,  in  addi- 
tion to  all  the/e  privileges  and  advantages,  was  en 
tirely  exempt  from  Federal  taxation.  While  the) 
producing  and  laboring  classes  were  all  taxed} 
while  these  meri'orious  classes,  with  their  small  in^ 
comes,  were  taxed  in  their  comforts  and  nece&sa-g 
ries— in  their  salt,  iron,  sugar,  biankets,  hats,  coata, 
and  shoe*;,  and  so  many  other  articles— the  bank* 
ing  interest,  which  dealt  in  hundreds  of  millions^ 
which  manufactured  and  monopolized  money  a 
which  put  up  and  put  down  prices,  and  held  ll 
whole  country  subject  to  its  power,  and  tributary 
its  wealth,  paid  nothing.  This  was  wrong  in  itsel 
and  unjust  to  the  rest  of  the  community.  It  w, 
an  error  or  mistake  in  Government  which  he 
long  intended  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  ihe  Sena 
and  the  country;-  and  be  judged  the  prevent 
juncture  to  b*  a  proper  time  for  doing  it.  Reveai 
is  wanted.  A  general  revision  of  ihe  tariff 
about  to  take  place.    An  adjustment  of  the'  tax* 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


96 


for  t  long  period  Is  about  to  be  made.  This  is  the 
tee  to  bring  forward  the  banking  interest  to  bear 
their  store  of  the  public  burdens,  and  the  more  so 
as  they  an  now  in  the  fact  of  proving  themselves 
to  be  a  great  burthen  on  the  public,  and  the.  public 
mind  is  beginning  to  consider  whether  there  is  any 
way  to  make  them  amenable  to  law  and  govern- 
In  other  counties,  Mr.  B.  said,  the  banking  inte- 
rest was  subject  to  taxation.  He  knew  of  no 
country  in  which  banking  was  tolerated,  except 
our  own,  in  which  it  was  not  taxed.  In  Great 
Bti'ain — that  country  from  which  we  borrow  the 
banking  system — the  banking  interest  pays  its  fair 
and  full  proportion  of  the  public  taxes:  it  pays  at 
present  near  four  millions  of  dollars.  It  paid  in 
1836  the  sum  of  $3,725,400:  in  1837  it  paid 
$3,594,300.  These  were  the  last  years  for  which 
he  had  seen  the  detai's  of  the  British  taxation,  and 
the  amounts  he  had  stated  comprehended  the  bank 
tax  upon  the  whole  United  Kingdom:  upon  Scot- 
land  and  Ireland,  as  well  as  upon  England  and 
Wales,  It  was  a  handsome  item  in  the  budget  of 
British  taxation,  and  was  levied  on  two  branches 
of  the  banking  business:  on  the  circn'a'ion,  and  on 
bills  of  exchange.  In  the  bill  which  he  intended  to 
bring  forward,  the  circulation  alone  was  proposed 
to  be  taxed;  and,  in  thai  respect,  the  paper  system 
would  still  remain  more  favored  here  than  it  was 
in  Great  Britain. 

In  oar  own  country,  Mr.  B.  said,  the  banking  in- 
terest had  formerly  been  taxed,  and  that  in  all  its 
branches:  in  its  circulation,  its  discounts,  and  its 
bills  of  exchange.  This  was  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain;  and  though  the  banking  busi- 
ness was  then  small  compared  to  what  it  is  now, 
yet  the  product  of  the  tax  was  considerable,  and 
well  worth  the  gathering:  it  was  about  $500,000  per 
annum.  At  the  and  of  the  war  this  tax  was  abo- 
lished; while  mo*  of  the  war  taxes,  laid  at  the 
same  time,  for  the  same  purpose,  and  for  the  same 
period,  were  continued  in  force:  among  them  the 
tax  on  salt,  and  other  necessaries  of  life.  By  a 
perversion  of  every  principle  of  righteous  taxation, 
the  tax  on  banks  was  abolished,  and  that  on  salt 
was  continued.  This  has  remained  the  case  for 
twenty-five  years,  and  ft  is  time  to  reverse  the  pro- 
ceeding. It  is  time  to  make  the  bank?  pay,  and  to 
let  salt  go  free. 

Mr.  B.  next  stated  the  manner  of  levying  the 
bank  tax  at  present  in  Great  Britain,  which  he  said 
was  done  with  great  facility  and  simplicity.  It 
was  a  levy  of  a  fixed  sum  on  the  average  circula- 
tion of  the  year,  which  the  bank  was  required  to 
give  in  for  taxation  like  any  other  property,  and 
the  amount  collected  by  a  distress  warrant  if  not 
paid  This  simple  and  obvious  method  of  making 
the  levy,  had  been  adopted  in  1815,  and  had  been 
followed  ever  since.  Before  that  time  it  was  effected 
through  the  instrumenta'iryof  a  stamp  duty;  a  stamp 
being  required  for  each  nob*,  but  with  the  privilege 
of  compounding  for  a  cross  sum.  la  1815  the  op- 
tion of  compounding  was  dropped:  a  gross  amount 
was  fixed  by  law  as  the  tax  up.  >n  every  mil  lion  of  the 
circulation;  and  this  change  in  the  mode  of  collec- 
tion has  operated  so  beneficially  that,  though  tem- 
porary at  first,  it  has  been  made  permanent.  The 
amount  fixed  was  at  the  rate  of  £3,500  for  every 
million.  This  was  for  the  ciiculation  only:  a  sepa- 
rate, and  much  heavier  tax  was  laid  upon  bills  of 
exchange,  to  be  collected  by  a  stamp  duty  without 
the  privilege  of  composition. 

Mr.  B.  here  read,  from  a  recent  history  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  a  brief  account  of  the  taxation 
of  the  circulation  of  that  institution  for  the  last 
fifty  years — from  1790  to  the  present  time.  It  was 
at  that  time  that  her  circulation  begun  to  ba  taxed, 
because  at  thit  time  only  did  >he  begin  to  have  a 
circulation  which  displaced  the  specie  of  the  coun- 
try. She  then  began  to  issue  notes  under  ten 
pounds,  having  been  first  chartered  with  the  privi- 
lege of  issuing  none  less  than  one  hundred  pounds. 
It  was  a  century— from  1694  to  1 790— before  she 
got  down  to*  £5.  and  afterwards  to  <£2,  and  to  £1, 
and  from  that  time  the  specie  basis  was  displaced, 
the. currency  convulsed,  and  the  banks  suspending 
and  breaking.  The  Government  indemnified  itself, 
h  a  small  degree,  for  the  mischiefs  of  in-  pestiferous 
currency  which  it  had  authorized;  and  the  extract 


which  he  was  about  to  read  was  the  history  of  the 
taxation  on  the  Bank  of  England  notes  which,  com- 
mencing at  the  small  composition  of  412  000  per 
annum,  now  amounts  to  a  large  proportion  of  the 
near  four  millions  of  dollars  which  the  paper  system 
pays  annually  to  the  British  Treasury.    He  read: 

uThe  Bank,  till  lately,  ha*  always  been  particu- 
larly favored  in  the  composition  which  they  paid 
for  stamp  duties.  In  1791,  they  paid  a  composi- 
tion of  412,000  per  annom,  in  lieu  of  all  stamps, 
either  on  bill  or  notes.  In  1799,  on  an  increase 
or  the  stamp  duty,  their  composition  was  advanced 
to  490,000,  and  an  addition  of  44,000  for  notes 
issued  under  45,  raised  the  whole  to  424,000.  In 
1804,  an  addition  of  not  le* s  than  50  per  cent,  was 
made  to  the  fctamp  doty;  but.  although  the  Bank 
circulation  of  notes  under  45  had  iucreased  from 
one  and  a  half  to  four  and  a  half  millions  the 
whole  composition  was  only  raised  from  424,000 
to  432,000.  In  1808,  there  was  a  further  increase 
of  33  per  cent,  to  the  stamp  duty,  at  which  time 
the  composition  was  raised  from  432,000  to 
442,000. 

"In  both  these  instances,  the  increase  was  not  in 
proportion  even  to  the  increase  of  duly;  and  no 
allowance  whatever  was  made  lor  the  increase  in 
the  amount  of  the  Bank  circulation. 

"It  was  not  till  the  session  of  1815,  on  a  further 
increase  of  the  stamp  duly,  thatfhe  new  principle 
was  established,  and  the  Bank  compelled  to  pay  a 
composition  in,  some  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
their  circulation.  The  composition  is  now  fixed  as 
follow.:  Upon  the  average  circulation  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  the  Bank  is  to  pay  at  the  rate  of 
43,500  per  million,  on  their  aggregate  circulation, 
without  reference  to  the  different  classes  and  value 
of  their  notes.  The  establishment  of  this  princi- 
ple, it  is  calculated,  caused  a  saving  to  the  public, 
in  the  years  1815  and  1816,  of  470,000.  By  the 
ntglect  of  this  principle,  which  ought  to  have  been 
adopted  in  1799,  Mr.  Ri^ardo  estimated  the  public 
to  have  been  losers,  and  the  Bank  consequently 
ga&ntrt,  of  no  less  a  sum  than  half  a  millvm." 

Mr.  B.  remarked  briefly  upon  inequity  of  this 
tax,  the  simplicity  of  its  levy  sincere  15,  and  its 
large  product.  He  deemed  it  the  proper  model  to 
be  followed  in  the  United  Slates,  unless  we  should 
go  on  the  principle  of  copying  all  that  was  evil, 
and  rejecting  all  that  was  good  in  the  British  paper 
system.  We  borrowed  the  banking  system  from 
the  English,  with  all  in  foreign  vices,  and  then 
added  ethers  of  our  own  to  it.  England  has  Mip- 
pressed  the  pestilence  of  notes  under  45  (near  $25;)  1 
we  retain  small  notes  down  to  a  dollar,  and  thence 
to  the  fractional  parts  of  a  dollar.  She  has  taxr  d 
all  notes;  and  those  under  45  she  taxed  hii  hest 
whde  she  had  them;  we,  on  the  contrary,  tax  none. 
The  additional  tax  of  44,000  on  the  notes  under  , 
45  reved  on  the  fair  principle  of  taxing  highest 
that  which  was  most  profitable  to  the  owner,  and  ' 
most  iiijurious  to  the  country.  The  small  notes 
fell  within  that  category,  and  therefore  paid  highest. 

Having  thus  shown  that  bank  circulation  was 
now  taxed  in  Great  Britain,  and  had  been  for  fifty 
years,  he  proceeded  to  show  that  it  had  also  been 
taxed  in  the  United  States.  This  was  in  the  year 
1813.  In  the  month  of  August  of  that  year,  a 
stamp  act  was  passed,  applicable  to  banks  and  to 
bankers,  and  taxing  them  in  the  three  great  branches 
ef  their  business,  to  wit:  th*  circulation,  the  dis- 
counts, and  the  bills  of  exchange.  On  the  circula- 
tion, the  tax  commenced  at  one  cent  on  a  one  dol- 
lar note,  and  rose  gradually  to  fifty  dollars  on  notes 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  with  the  privilege 
of  compounding  for  a  gross  sum  in  lieu  of  the 
duty.  On  the  discounts,  the  tax  began  at  five  cents 
on  notes  discounted  for  one  hundred  dollars,  ami 
rose  gradually  to  fire  dollar?  on  notes  of  eight 
thousand  dollars  and  upwards.  On  bills  of  ex- 
change, it  began  at  five  cents  on  b  lis  of  fifty  dol- 
lars, and  rose  to  five  dollars  on  those  of  eight  thou- 
sand do  lars  and  upwards. 

Such  was  the  tax,  continued  Mr.  B.  which  the 
moneyed  interest,  employed  in  banking,  was  re- 
quired to  pay  in  1813,  and  which  it  continued  to 
pay  .until  1817.  In  that  year  the  banks  were  re- 
leased from  taxation,  while  taxes  were  continued 
upon  all  the  comforts  and  necessaries  of  life. 
Taxes  are  now  continued  upon  articles  of  prime 


necessity — upon  salt  even— and  the  question  will 
now  go  before  the  Senate  and  country,  whether  the 
banking  interest,  which  has  now  grown  so  rich  and 
powerful — which  monopolizes  the  money  of  the  ♦ 
country— beards  the  Government— makes  distress 
or  prosperity  when  it  pleases*— the  question  is  now 
come  whether  this  interest  shall  continue  to  be  ex- 
empt from  tax,  while  every  thing  else  has  to  pay. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  know  how  the  banking 
interest  of  the  present  day  would  relish  a  proposi- 
tion to  make  them  contribute  to  the  support  of  ike 
Government.  He  did  not  know  how  they  would 
take  it;  but  he  did  know  how  a  banker  of  the  old 
school — one  who  paid  on  sight,,  according  to  his 
promise,  and  never  broke  a  promise  to  the  holder 
of  his  notes — he  did  know  how  such  a  banker 
viewed  the  act  of  1813;  and  be  would  exhibit  his 
behaviour  to  the  Senate;  he  spoke  of  the  late 
Stephen  Girard  of  Philadelphia;  and  he  wou4d 
let  him  speak  for  himself  by  reading  some  passages 
from  a  petition  which  he  presented  to  Congress  the 
year  after  the  tax  on  bank  notes  was  laid. 

Mr.  B.  read: 

"That  your  memorialist  has  established  a  bask 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  upon  the  foundation  of 
bis  own  individual  fortune  and  credit,  and  for  his 
own  exclusive  emolument,  and  that  he  is  willing 
most  cheerfully  to  contribute,  in  common  with  his 
fellow-citizens  throughout  the  United  Skates,  a  fall 
proportion  of  the  taxes  which  have  been  imposed 
for  the  support  of  the  National  Government,  ac- 
cording to  the  profits  of  his  occupation  and  the  va- 
lue of  his  estate;  but  a  construction  has  been  given 
to  the  acts  of  Congress  laying  duties  on  notes  of 
banks  &,o.  from  which  great  difficulties  have  oc- 
curred, and  great  inequalities  daily  prodoced  to  the 
disadvantage  of  his  bank,  that  were  not,  it  is  confl-v 
dently  believed,  wiihin  the  contemplation  of  the 
Legislature." 

•  •  •  #  • 

That  it  has  been  officially  declared,  however, 
hat  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  does 
not  authorize  a  composition  with  an  individual 
banker,  because  it  speaks  only  of.  tamki  and  o&mpa- 
niu,  (not  of  banker  and  bankers,)  and  because  it 
speaks  only  of  dividends  (not  of  profits)  made  to 
the  s'ockholders,  and  that  hence  an  individual 
banker,  acting  upon  a  capital  of  one  million  of  dol- 
lars, and  issuing  bank  notes  to  the  amount  of  one 
million  of  dollars,  is  subjected  to  the  prompt  pay- 
ment of  a  duty  amounting  to  ten  thousand  dollars, 
while  an  incorporated  bank,  or  even  a  company  of 
two  or  three  bankers,  acting  upon  the  same  amount 
of  capital,  and  issuing  the  same  amount  of  bank 
notes,  will  only  be  liable,  periodically,  to  the  payment 
of  a  duty  amounting  to  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars,  upon  the  customary  annual  dividend  often 
p?rcent." 

*  •  «  •  • 

"And  your  memorialist  having  submitted  these 
considerations  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  respect- 
fully prays,  that  the  act  of  Congress  may  be  so 
amended  as  to  permit  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  enter  into-  a  composition  for  the  stamp  duty,  in 
the  case  of  private  bankers,  as  well  as  in  the  case 
of  corporations  and  companies,  or  so  as  to  render 
the  duty  equal  in  its  operations  upon  every  denomi- 
nation of  hankers." 

Mr.  B.  bad  read  these  passages  from  Mr.  Gi- 
rard's  petition  to  Congress  in  1814,  first,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  tke  readiness  with  which  a 
banker  of  the  old  school  paid  the  taxes  which  the 
Government  imposed  upon  bis  business;  and,  next, 
to  show  the  very  considerable  amount  of  that  tax 
which  on  the  circulation  alone  amounted  to  ten 
thousand  dollars  on  the  million*  All  this,  with  the 
additional  tax  on  the  discounts,  and  on  the  bills  of 
exchange,  Mr.  Girard  was  entirely  willing  to  pay, 
provided  all  paid  alike.  All  he  asked  was  equality 
of  taxation,  and  that  be  might  have  the  benefit  of 
the  same  composition  which  was  allowed  to  incor- 
porated banks.  This  was  a  reasonable  request, 
and  was  immediately  granted  by  Congress. 

Mr.  B.  having  vindicated  bis  bill  on  British  and 
American  precedent,  as  well  on  reason  and  princi- 
ple, went  on  to  state  its  details,  and  to  show  the 
probable  amonnt.of  the  tax  it  would  produce.  He 
stated  that  he  proposed  a  tax  of  one  per  centum  per 
annum  on  the  notes  of  twenty  dollars  and  upwards; 
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of  two  per  cent,  on  the  notes  of  five  dollars,  and  un- 
der twenty;  and  four  per  cent,  on  the  notes  coder 
fire  dollar*.  This  he  held  to  t>4  a  more  moderate 
tax  than  that  imposed  upon  the  banking  interest  by 
the  act  of  1813,  for  while  it  taxed  the  circulation  a 
little  higher  than  was  done  by  that  act,  yet  it  taxed 
nothing  bat  the  circulation.  The  discounts  and 
the  bills  of  exchange  were  not  included.  He  justi- 
fied the  higher  tax  placed  en  the  small  bills  for  the 
same  reason  which  occasioned  them  to  be  more 
highly  taxed  in  Great  Britain  when  motes  under  £$ 
were  tolerated  there,  to  wit:  because  those  small 
notes  were  more  profitable  to  the  makers  than  the 
large  ones,  and  therefore  could  afford  to  pay  higher, 
mud  were  more  injurious  to  the  country,  and  there- 
fore ought  to  pay  higher. 

To  collect  this  tax,  Mr.  B.  said  that  his  bill  fol- 
lowed the  plan  that  had  prevailed  in  England  since 
the  year  1815,  that  fe,  to  require  the  banks,  and 
other  corporations,  and  the  individuals  and  com- 
panies which  issued  paper  money,  to  give  in  to  the 
clerk  of  the  United  States  district  court  ihe  average 
of  the  circulation  for  the  first  three  quariers  of  the 
year,  and  an  estimate  of  the  fourth  quarter;  upon 
which  the  marshal  of  the  district  should  make  the 
collection,  under  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  He  held  this  to  be  a  che*p,  effi- 
cient, and  simple  method  of  collecting  the  tax.  It 
avoided  all  the  objections  which  applied  to  a  stamp 
duty;  objections  so  great  that,  both  ia  England 
and  America,  while  the  stamp  duty  was  nominally 
impused,  a  composition  so  moderate  was  permitted 
that  the  duty  was  always  compounded  for  a  gross 
sum. 

The  product  of  the  tax  was  the  point  to  which 
Mr.  B.  next  adverted.  He  said  the  product  would 
be  considerable,  and  well  worth  the  collection.  On 
the  present  circulation  of  about  one.  hundred  mil- 
lions, of  which  more  than  half  might  be  assumed 
to  be  under  twenty  dollars,  and  therefore  paying 
the  h:gber  tax,  the  product  would  not  be  less  than 
a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  But  the  paper  sys- 
tem ia  now  in  a  state  of  depression:  it  has  been 
vastly  contracted  within  a  vear  past  to  make  *•#*- 
ftresi"  for  the  election  of  1840,  and  will  soon  swell 
out  again  to  make  plunder  for  speculators.  In 
1837,  the  circulation  was  one  hundred  and  forty 
millions;  it  will  doubtless  expand  to  that  amount 
again  in  the  course  of  the  year;  it  is  time  for  the 
new  expansion  to  begin;  and  when  the  Constitu- 
tional Treasury  is  abolished,  and  all  check  over  the 
issue  of  bank  paper  removed,  the  circulation  will 
probably  amount  to  two  hundred  millions  of  dol-* 
lam.  The  product  of  the  bank  lax  would  then  be 
about  three  millions  of  dollars;  a  respectable  sum 
ia  itself,  very  neary  equal  to  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lie  lands,  and  sufficient  to  admit  the  suppression  of 
taxes  on  many  articles  of  comfort  and  necessity.     *• 

Having  made  this  exposition  of  his  bill  as  a  re- J 
venue  measure-— as  a  measure  purely  and  simply  t 
intended  to  raise  revenue  from  the  moneyed  inte- 
rest employed  in  banking,  Mr.  B.  said  ihf  re  was 
an  additional  feature  in  the  bill  which  he  had  not 
yet  mentioned,  and  which  he  should  now  proceed 
to  develope.  It  was  in  an  annual  progressive  in- 
crease of  the  tax  on  small  notes — those  under  the 
size  of  twenty  dollars— which  he  had  inserted  in 
the  bill;  and  the  motive  for  which  increase  be 
would  now  state.  The  bill,  as  already  explained 
to  the  Senate,  proposes  a  higher  tax  on  the  small 
notes  than  on  the  large  ones.  This  was  done  on 
the  fair  revenue  principle  before  stated,  and  which 
was  acted  upon  in  England  when  the  circulation  of 
small  notes  was  admitted  there.  But  in  addition  to 
this  higher  tax  on  such  no*es,  an  annual  increase  is 
proposed  to  be  added  to  it  until  the  whole 
tax  amounts  to  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum. 
This  increase  was  not  intended  solely  lor 
revenue,  but  partly  to  effect  the  gradual 
suppression  of  these  notes.  This  was  the  mo- 
tive for  the  increase;  and  the  bill  was  so  drawn 
as  to  present  this  add  tiorral  tax  as  a  separate 
clause,  and  as  claiming  from  the  Senate  a  distinct 
and  separate  consideration.  The  provision  was, 
that  notes  of  five  dollars  and  under  twenty,  should 
pay  one  per  centum  per  annum  additional  tax,  and 
these  under  fi?e  dollars  should  pay  two  per  centum 
per  annum  additional,  until  the  tax  on  each 
.  amounted  to  twelve  per  cent.    This  additional  tax, 


annually  increasing,  would  gradually  bear  down 
these  notes,  and  put  an  end  to  their  circulation  at 
the  end  of  some  years,  in  the  mean  time  supplying 
revenue.  This  was  the  character  and  object  of  the 
second  part  of  the  bill;  and  as  it  was  the  first  time 
that  a  measure  of  this  kind  had  been  brought 
before  the  Senate,  he  felt  it  to  be  incumbent 
upon  him  to  vindicate  his  proposition,  and  to 
anticipate  and  obviate  some  of  the  objections 
which  might  be  made  to  it  At  the  head  of  these 
objections  stood  the  question  of  constitutionality — 
a  question  which  should  be  well  considered  at  the 
proposal  of  every  new  measure.  It  might  be  ob- 
jected that  the  taxing  power  could  not  be  used  for 
an  incidental  purpose;  that  it  must  be  confined  to 
its  direct  object.  Before  answering  this  objection, 
Mr.  B.  would  say  that  there  were  five  classes  of 
politicians  in  the  United  States,  and  very  nume- 
rous classes  too,  who  could  notu*e  it— who  were 
precluded  by  theii  principles  from  using  it.  These 
were,jirtf,  all  those  who  admitted  the  right  of  C  in- 
gress to  regulate  the  currency  generally;  for  as 
there  was  no  specified  mode  of  regulating  if,'t  re- 
sulted of  course  that  Congress  should  use  any  one 
of  its  ac'ual  powers  for  that  purpose  which  would 
accomplish  the  object.  Secondly,  all  three  who 
held  it  constitutional  to  charter  a  National  Bank  to 
regulate  the  currency;  for  it  was  clear  that  if 
Congress,  in  tie  exercise  of  an  implied  power, 
could  invest  a  company  of  individuals  with  the 
power  of  regulating  the  currency,  it  might  regulate 
the  same  currency  iter  If  by  the  exercise  of  an  ex- 
press power.  Thirdly,  all  those  who  deemed  it 
constitutional  to  lay  duties  for  the  direct  purpose  of 
protection;  for  if  it  was  constiwional  to  banish 
foreign  products  in  that  way,  it  was  still  more 
clearly  so  to  use  the  same  power  for  the  suppression 
of  a  domestic  nuisance.  Fourthly,  all  those  who 
held  it  constitutional  to  lay  duties  with  a  view  to 
incidental  protection;  for  if  an  incidental  object 
can  be  allowed  in  one  case,  it  may  in  another. 
fifthly,  all  those  who  held  it  constitutional  to  lay 
prohibitory  duties;  for  prohibition  was  the  same,, 
whether  it^plied  to  one  object,  or  another.  Mr. 
B  said,  throe  five  classes  of  politicians  were  pre- 
cluded from  making  Ihe  question  of  constitutionali- 
ty to  the  second  part  of  bis  bill;  and  he  believed 
these  five  classes  would  comprehend  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  politicians  in  the  Union;  be 
believed  that  almost  every  politician  would 
fall  into  one  or  the  other  of  these  classes,  and  not 
few  would  fall  into  the  whole  of  them;  all  such  he 
held  to  dp  estopped  hy  their  prjnftp'es  from  objf cl- 
ing t->  his  pr.ip.iced  m 'i*nre.  Rut  there  maybe 
oiherF,  hesuJ,  not  included  in  these  clause*,  and 
therefore  not  estopped  by  their  established  princi- 
ple?; and  to  whom  a  reply  upon  the  merits  is  due. 
That  reply  is  as  brief  as  it  is  obvious,  namely,  that 
where  the  Constitution  reqUies  a  thing  to  be  done, 
and  has  not  specified  the  mode  of  doing  it,  Con- 
gress may  exercise  any  one  of  its  granted  powers 
for  the  porposs  which  is  adequate  to  the  object. 
This  is  the  principle,  and  now  for  its  application: 
The  Constitution  requires  the  gold  and  silver  cur- 
rency to  be  preserved;  the  small  notes  destroy 
that  currency,  and  substitute  for  it  a  base  paper 
money.  The  Constitution  requires  gold  and  silver 
to  be  the  only  legal  tender  in  payment  of  debt?; 
the  small  notes  destroy  that  tender,  and  make 
base  paper  a  forced  tender  in  payment  of  every 
every  debt.  Here,  then,  are  two  infractions  fof 
•f  the  Constitution  operated  by  those  small  notes; 
here  are  two  constitutional  requisitions  defeat- 
ed by  these  small  notes;  here  is  a  two-fold  duty 
devolve  1  upon  the  Congress— first,  to  pt event 
these  infractions,  and  second,  to  comply  with  these 
requisition!;  and  no  way  is  pointed  out  for  doing  it. 
Toe  obvious  course  then  is,  to  use  any  remedy  tha' 
a  granted  power  will  afford  for  the  purpo-e.  The 
taxing  power  will  do  this.  It  will  kill  the  fmaU 
notes,  which  are  killing  the  Constitution;  and  it  is 
absurd  to  think  of  waiting  for  an  express  power  to 
put  down  these  destroyers  of  the  Constitution;  for 
the  fraraers  of  that  instrnment  never  foresaw  the 
evil;  they  never  fosesaw  the  existence  of  a  thou- 
sand banks,  and  tea  thousand  individuals,  all 
issuing  .-mail  paper  money,  and  refusing  t )  pay  it 
when  they  pleased;  and  a  great  political  party  sus- 
taining them  in  their  conduct.    These  are  things 


not  foreseen  by  the  framere  of  the  Constitution; 
they  are  evils  against  which  specific  remedies  can- 
not be  directed;  they  are  evils  which  must  continue 
unless  a  remedy  can  be  feund  in  the  incidental  ex- 
ercise of  a  granted  power;  and  to  deny  this,  is  to 
say  that  the  Constitution  cannot  be  need  to  save 
itself. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  neither  the  idea  of  his  bill,  nor 
the  argument  in  favor  of  it,  was  original  with  him. 
They  had  both  been  used  by  others  long  since,  and 
especially  by  Mr.  Gallatin  ten  years  ago.  Mr. 
Gallatin,  in  his  essay  on  currency,  in  the  year 
1830,  had  proposed  this  method  of  putting  down 
small  notes;  aad  in  an  elaborate  argument,  had 
vindicated  its  constitutional ityr  clearly  showing  that 
it  avoided  the  Hamiltonian,  and  came  within  the 
Jeffersenian  construction  of  the  Constitution.  His 
argument  is  too  extended  to  be  quoUd  in  full  here; 
but  some  passages  from  it  will  show  his  opinion, 
and  exhibit  a  part  of  his  reasoning.    He  says: 

"We  have  already  adverted  to  the  provisions  o 
the  Constitution,  which  declare  that  no  State  shall 
either  coin  money,  emit  hills  of  credit,  make  any 
thing  butg  Id  and  silver  coins  a  tender  in  payment 
ofdtbtr,  or  pass  any  law  impairing  the  obligation 
of  contracts,  and  which  vert  in  Cone r ess  the  exclu- 
sive power  to  coin  money,  and  to  regulate  the  value 
thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin.  It  was  obviously  the 
object  of  the  Union  to  consolidate  the  United  States 
into  one  nation,  so  far  as  regarded  all  their  rela- 
tions with  foreign  countries,  and  that  the  internal 
powers  of  the  General  Government  should  be  ap- 
plied only  to  objects  necessary  for  that  purpose,  or 
to  those  few  which  were  deemed  es>ential  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  country,  and  to  the  general  con- 
venience of  the  people  of  the  several  States. 
Amongst  the  objects  thus  selected,  were  the  power 
to  regulate  commerce  among  the  several  States, 
and  the  control  over  the  monetary  system  of  the 

country." 

•  •••••  • 

"Congress  has  the  power  to  lay  stamp  duties  on 
note*,  on  bank  notes,  and  on  any  description  of 
bank. notes.  That  power  has  already  been  exer- 
cised; and  the  duties  may  be  laid  to  such  aa 
amount,  and  in  such  a  manner,  as  may  be  necessa- 
ry to  efftct  the  object  intended.  This  object  is  not 
merely  to  provide  generally  for  the  general  welfare, 
but  to  carry  into  effect,  in  conformity  with  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article, 
those  several  and  express  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  vest  in  Congress  exclusively  the  con- 
trol over  the  monetary  system  of  the  United  States, 
and  more  particularly  tho  e  wi.ich  imply  the  ne- 
ce-sity  of  a  uniform  currency.  The  exercise  of 
the  power  for  that  object  i?  tree  of  any  constitu- 
tional objection,  provided  ihe  duties  thus  laid  fhall 
be  uniform,  and  applied  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
State*,  as  well  as  to  the  State  banks.  The 
act  of  laying  and  collecting  the  duties,  which 
is  expressly  granted,  is  alone  sufficient  to 
effect  the  object.  As  no  appropriation  of  mo- 
ney is  wanted  for  that  purpose,  the  exercise 
of  power  which  is  required,  is  purely  that  of  lay- 
ing duties;  and  it  is  not  liable  to  the  objection,  that 
to  assert  that  the  authority  to  lay  taxes  implies 
that  of  appropriating  the  proceeds  is  a  forced  con- 
struction. It  is  equally  free  of  any  objection  de- 
rived from  any  presumed  meaning  of  the  words  "ge- 
neral welfare,"  since  the  power  to  lay  duties  will, 
in  this  instance,  be  exercised,  in  order  to  carry  into 
effect  several  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
having  the  same  oi  j«ct  in  view.  Coneress  may, 
if  it  deems  proper,  lay  a  stamp  duty  on  small  notes, 
which  will  put  an  end  to  their  circulatidn.  It  may 
lay  such  a  duty  on  all  bank  notes,  as  would  con* 
vert  all  the  bank*  into  banks  of  discount  and  de- 
posite  only,  annihilate  tho  piper  currency,  and 
reader  a  Bank  of  the  Ignited  S  \tes  unnecessary  in 
reference  to  tint  object.  But  if  this  last  measure 
should  be  deemed  pernicious,  or  prove  impractica- 
ble, Congress  must  resort  to  other  and  milder 
means  of  regulating  the  currency  of  the  country. 
The  Bank  of  the  United  S  ate*,  as  ha* already  been 
shown,  was  established  for  that  express  purpose." 

Mr.  B.  would  not  go  farther  into  the  constitu- 
tional question,  as  it  concerned  the  second  part  of 
his  bill,  at  present.  He  held  what  had  been  said 
by  himself,  and  quoted  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  to  be 
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sufficient  on  that  bead;  sufficient,  at  all  events,  to 
warrant  the  introduction  of  bis  bill.  The  other 
wit  of  it  that  which  related  to  revenue — was  Iree 
floss  ail  constitutional  question,  and  presented  no- 
thing bat  a  question  of  expediency.  It  presented 
Ibt  ample  question  whether  the  moneyed  interest 
employed  in  banking  ought  to  be  made  to  contri- 
bute lo  the  support  of  the  Government;  and  to  that 
question  he  expected  a  general  answer  in  the  affir- 
mative. To  the  expediency  of  suppressing  the 
small  notes  under  twenty  dollars,  he  should  also 
expect  an  affirmative  answer  from  the  majority  of 
the  Senate  and  the  people.  He  himself  should 
be  for  suppressing  all  under  one  hundred 
dollars;  bat  the  public  mind  was  not  yet 
ripe  for  so  strong  a  measure.  The  small  notes 
under  twenty  dollars  were  the  great  evil  at  pre- 
sent They  were  a  pestilence,  a  nuisance,  and  a 
curse  to  the  country*  They  drove  specie  out  of 
the  country,  and  made  safe  banking  impoiible. 
They  threw  the  losses,  when  banks  stopped  pay- 
ment, upon  those  who  had  no  benefit  from  banks 
when  they  were  going  on:  they  threw  all  the  losses 
upon  the  laboring  and  small  dealing  part  of  the 
community.  They  promoted  crime  and  immorali- 
ty; for  the  counterfeiting,  and  passing  counterfeit 
paper,  fetl  almost  entirely  upon  the  small  note*. 
They  banrfned  silver;  for  how  coo  Id  a  silver  dollar 
circulate  against  a  one  dollar  note?  They  ba- 
nished gold;  for  how  con  Id  an  eagle  circulate 
against  a  tea  dollar,  or  a  half  eagle  against  a 
five  dollar  bUl?  They  were  injurious  to  every  in- 
terest, except  the  banking  interest,  and  to  them 
they  were  the  source  of  enormous,  but  most  un- 
due pn  fit- 
Mr.  B.  submitted  his  bill,  with  the  declaration 
that  it  was  one  of  the  measure*  for  (he  protection 
of  the  constitutional  currency,  and  the  restriction 
of  the  paper  system,  which  went  to  the  foundation 
of  panics  that  it  concerned  the  great  question  of 
the  age— that  of  ibe  currency— on  which  Jefferson 
and  Hamilton  divided  fifty  years  ago,  and  on 
which  Democracy  and  Federalism  must  continue 
to  divide  until  the  question  of  mastery  and  perma- 
nent supremacy  was  decided  between  the  banks 
and  the  people. 
At  the  request  of  Mr.  PRESTON,  the  bill  was 

then  read. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  it  was  not  usual,  nor 
in  accordance  with  the  courtesy  generally  extended 
to  Senators,  on  asking  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to 
» objections;  but  this  bill  was  of  such  a  cha- 
that,  with  the  views  he  entrr'ained,  it 
to  him  it  was  not  properly  admissible 
There  was  a  provision  in  the  Constitution  which 
provided  that  all  bids  for  the  raising  of  revenue 
should  originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
though  the  Senate  might  make  amendments  thereto. 
Now  what  was  this  bill?  It  was  a  bill  by  which  it 
was  intended  to  lay  a  tax  upon  all  bank  notes 
issued  by  any  banking  incorporation  in  this  coun- 
try. It  was  not  confined  to  any  district  or  terri- 
tory, but  it  was  a  bill  to  lay  a  tax,  in  the  form  of  a 
duty,  10  be  assessed  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  and  thus  forming  a  part  of 
the  receipts  and  the  money  of  the  Government, 
and  to  be  expended  as  such.  Now  if  be  understood 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bswtoh]  aright, 
thai  Senator  considered  it  a  part  of  theii  obligations 
to  compel  these  corporations  to  pay  a  portion  of 
that  which  justly  goes  into  the  Treasury  ia  the 
shape  of  revenue;  and  If  so,  it  was  not  within  the 
powers  conferred  upon  them  by  ihe  Constitution; 
and  could  they,  theo,  permit  the  introduction  of  a 
bill  containing  such  a  provision?  He  bad  no  in- 
tention to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  on  the  merits  of  the  bill;  with  the  views 
he  entertained  he  did  not  consider  the  Senate  could 
ecnttvutionally  receive  ihe  bill,  and  therefore  be 
should  attempt  no  reply.  Some  years  ago  it  was  a 
question  there  whether,  indeed, the  Senate  could  re- 
duce a  rale  of  duty  proposed  to  be  imposed  by  a 
bill  which  had  come  up  from  the  other  House;  but 
on  that  subject  he  had  now  nothing  to  say,  nor 
should  he  say  a  word  on  the  merits  of  this  bill;  he 
merely  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  state  the  views  be 
had  on  the-question  of  its  reception,  and  therefore, 
on  the  question  of  granting  leave,  he  called  for  the 
eyesandnoct, 


Mr.  BENTON  said  the  objection  of  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Htotihotoh]  was  a  very 
fair  one;  it  was  one  which  he  had  anticipated,  for 
he  should  have  sat  there  tor  twenty  years  to  very 
little  purpose,  if  he  had  not  foreseen  it  He  re- 
peated, it  was  a  fair  objection,  and  it  was  entitled 
to  the  grave  consideration  of  the  Senate.  But  in 
the  twenty  years  that  he  had  sat  there,  he  had  seen 
the  thing  done,  and  that  in  a  pece  of  legislation 
which  they  deemed  the  most  sacred  of  sll  the  legis- 
lation ihey  bad  ever  done;  he  alluded  to  the  com- 
promise act  of  1933,  which  originated  in  the  Se- 
nate, and  to  that  part  in  which  they  raised  the  duty 
on  coarse  woollens  from  five  to  fifty  per  cent. 
That  bill  was  entertained  by  this  bodyt  it  was  car- 
ried through  this  body,  and  was  perfected  by  this 
body. 
Mr.  WEBSTER.  No,  no,  no;  not  perfected. 
Mr.  BENTON  repeated  that  it  was  perfected 
by  this  body.  He  knew  well  what  he  said.  It 
was  perfected  by  this  body;  it  was  discussed  and 
amended  in  this  body;  afterward  ad  oped  as  an 
amendment  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  then  was  sent  up  again  to  thi*  house,  and 
passed  as  a  House  bill.  That  bill,  af  er  being 
entertained  by  this  body,  and  perfected  by  thi«  bo- 
dy, or  discussed  until  they  were  satisfied  with  V, 
was  taken  as  an  amendment  by  the  other  House, 
passed  there,  and  sent  here,  and  then  passed  here. 
Thus  it  began  here — was  discussal  h?re — amended 
here — perfected  here— but  not  passed  till  adopted 
and  sent  up  by  the  House. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  raiding  no  question  of  this  kind  on  the  bill 
until  it  was  printed;  the  discussion  could  come 
up  more  properly  when  the  bill  was  about  to  have 
its  second  reading,  or  on  the  question  whether  it 
should  be  read  a  second  time. 

Independently  of  the  question  raised  by  the  ho- 
norable Senator  from  Connecticut,  be  believed 
thrre  was  another  grave  constitutional  question  to 
be  determined,  namely:  whether  they  had  the  pow- 
er to  regulate  State  bank  institutions  at  all.  If 
they  could  raise  a  tax  to  the  amount  proposed,  they 
could  lay  a  tax  to  any  other  amounta%to  an  amount 
that  would  be  a  total  prohibition  of  a  system  of 
banking  which  they  had  had  from  the  foundation 
of  this  Government.  Let  the  bill  be  printed,  and 
then  let  the  question  come  op  when  they  were  ac- 
quainted with  its  provisions. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  asked  what  could  be  a  clearer 
case  than  this?  The  very  head  and  title  of  the  bill 
showed  that  it  was  intended  thereby  to  lay  a  tax, 
and  'he  Con.  tiiuunn  said  that  all  such  b  lis  should 
originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
case  of  the  compromise  act  was  different;  the  gene- 
ral scope  of  that  act  was  not  to  raise,  but  to  reduce 
taxes;  but  even  then  it  was  thought  that  it  had  a 
very  doubtful  right  there.  But  he  was  surprised  to 
hear  any  gentleman  asking  leave  to  iatroduce  such 
a  bill  as  this. 

Mr.  HUB  BARD  moved  to  lay  the  question  of 
reception  on  the  table,  and  that  the  bill  be  printed. 
He  hoped  no  question  wo  aid  be  taken  on  the  bill 
until  they  had  had  an  opportunity  to  read  it. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  hoped  the  gentleman 
wonld  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment.  He 
was  about  to  remark  that  the  suggestion  of 
the  Senator  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Clay,]  that 
they  should  let  this  bill  take  the  usual  course, 
and  that  the  objections  should  be  considered 
at  another  stage,  seemed  to  him  to  be  one  that  ought 
not  to  be  indulged  in  by  the  Senate.  The  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  were  directly  opposed  to  the 
Senate's  riant  to  entertain  this  bill  at  all,  and  he 
thought  the  Senate  ought  to  meet  it  at  once.  Why, 
then,  a  motion  for  postponement?  Had  not  every 
body  heard  the  bill  read?  And  were  they  not  sa- 
tisfied that  in  its  very  terms  it  proposed  to  lay 
a  tax  which  should  be  paid,  as  a  part  of  the 
revenue,  into  the  Treasury?  If  this  were 
so,  he  thought  the  motion  ought  to  be  disposed 
of;  that  the  question  ought  to  be  settled;  and  he 
thought  the  Senate  was  as  ready  now  as  it  would 
be  at  any  other  lime,  even  if  the  bill  were  printed. 
They  knew  what  it  contained,  and  if  they  had  not 
the  right  to  entertain  this  bill,  which  in  its  letter  and 
spirit  was  a  bill  to  raise  revenue,  be  would  like  to 
know  why  it  was  there  for  a  moment?    It  could 


not  properly  be  there;  and  therefore  he  hoped  the 
qnestion  would  be  take  a,  and  that  tin  yeas  and 
noes  would  be  ordered. 

Mr.  CALHOON  said  it  was  undoubtedly  true 
the  Senate  could  not  originate  a  bill  to  raise  a  re- 
venue by  taxation;  and  at  another  period,  on  ano- 
ther measure,  when  he  presided  over  the  Senate, 
the  question  was  raised,  whether,  as  they  had  not 
the  power  to  originate  bills  to  raise  revenue,  they 
could  reduce  taxation;  he  everruled  the  .objection 
and  the  Senate  confirmed  his  decision,  and  the 
compromise  bill  was  passed  under  that  decision. 
Bat  in  its  progress,  as  an  amendment  was  made 
in  tavor  of  course  woollens,  and  as  the  question 
had  arisea  as  to  the  right  of  the  Senate,  the  other 
House  adopted  the  amendment  as  its  own,  to  obvi- 
ate any  informality.  He  argued  that  the  question 
should  be  decided  by  the  Chair,  whether  this  bill 
was  admissible. 

Mr.  KINQ  did  not  agree  with  the  Senator 
from  Sjuth  Carolina,  that  ths  qnesiion  called 
for  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  It"  was  for 
the  Senate  to  decide  whether  this  proposition 
should  be  entertained;  and  there  could  be  no  agency 
in  the  matter  until  the  Senate  had  decided  whether 
the  bill  should  be  received.  He  wonld  take  that 
occasion  to  say  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  receive 
it  because  it  was  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution.  He  would  say, 
further,  that  if  it  came  frcm  the  other  House, 
it  would  find  but  little  favor  wiih  him*,  but  it  was 
then  sufficient  for  him  to  say,  that  it  was  in 
direct  conflict  with  the  Constitution;  and  the  Senate, 
knowing  what  its  provisions  were,  should  now 
come  to  a  decision. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  the  motion  wai  to  receive 
this  bill.  He  conceived  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Chair,  if  the  bill  was  in  conflict  with  the  Consti- 
tution, to  say  so. 

Mr.  PIERCE  had  not  had  the  fortune  to  hear 
the  bi  1  read  at  length,  but  he  sc pooled  the  idea 
of  rejecting  the  proposition  te  receive  a  bill 
was  somewhat  extraordinary.  He  did  not,  at 
present,  understand  its  provisions  and,  therefore 
he  was  gratified  with  the  motion  of  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  Hubbard,]  which  would  settle  no  principle 
in  regard  to  it,  the  motion  merely  going  to  th*  extent 
of  laying  it  on  the  table,  that  they  might  have  it 
printed,  to  give  to  those  of  them  who  had  not  heard 
the  bill  read  at  length  an  opportunity  to  read  it. 
After  what  he  had  heard,  he  concurred  with  the 
opinions  expressed,  but  he  preferred  read'ng  the 
bill  for  b  msHf.  As  no  principle  was  involvf  d,  he 
hoped  the  simple  moion  of  reception  ard  print-  - 
ing  would  be  adopted,  and  w.th  that  intention-  he 
would  make  the  motion. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  hoped  the  ayes  and  noes  would 
be  taken  thereon. 

Toe  PRESIDENT  stated  the  question  before  the 
Senate,  and 

Mr.  SEVIER  rose  to  make  an  appeal  to  the 
other  side  o'  the  house:  he  thought  the  course  pur- 
sued on  the  other  side  was  a  strange  one,  and 
therefore  he  hoped  for  their  indulgence  to  allow  the 
bill  to  be  printed.  What  did  they  propose  to  gain 
by  the  course  they  were  taking?  D  ubtless  their 
object  was  to  defeat  the  bill,  if'  it  were  introduced 
at  all,  and  why  not  then  Introduce  it  and  defeat  it 
on  its  merits. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  wished  to  say  that  bis  object 
was  not  to  defeat  the  bill — be  hoped,  himself,  to 
consider  it;  but  he  did  not  permit  himself  lo  enter- 
tain an  opinion  on  its  merits  when  it  was  a  consti- 
tutional question  that  was  before  them. 

As  to  the  question  of  printing,  he  nought  it  was 
at  present  sufficient  that  they  -h*d  heard  the  bill 
rejd;  the  bill  was  entitled  a  bill  for  the  laying 
a  tax  on  the  issues  of  bank*,  and  it  proceeded 
to  lay  that  tax;  but  if  Senator?  were  not 
satisfied,  they  could  have  it  read  again,  but  he 
wished  the  Senate  to  give  not  the  slightest  degree 
of  countenance  to  a  measure  which  the  Constitu* 
tion  expressly  prohibited.  Now,  the  motion  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table,  implied  a  donbt  whether  it  was 
not  rightly  there;  he  had  no  doubt  it  was  wrongly 
there  altogether,  and.  they  ought  not  to  take  the 
slightest  incipient  step  on  such  a  bill.  It  had 
been  it  ad,  and  it  was  clearly  for  the  laying  ot  a 
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tmx;  and  ic  was  clear  that  such  a  bill  was  not  within 
fair  constitutional  power. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  no  principle  what- 
ever was  involved  in  the  motion  of  his  friend  from 
New  Hampshire — they  neither  voted  on  (he  adop- 
tion nor  the  rejection  of  the  bill.  He  hoped  the 
Senate  wonld  adopt  the  motion,  allow  the  bill  to  be 
printed,  and  that  they  would  have  another  opportu- 
nity to  vote  on  its  merits.  Not  doubting  that  the* 
Senate  would  give  them  that  opportunity,  he 
would  now  renew  hi*  motion  to  lay  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  on  the  table,  and  that 
the  bill  be  printed. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  hoped  the  question  would  be 
determined  by  the  ayes  and  noes,  which  were  or- 
dered. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  CALHOUN,  Mr. 
CLAY  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  vote 
was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative—ayes  18,  noes  22, 
as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Ben  on, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Pulton,  Hubbard, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, 
and  Wright— 18. 

NAYS— -Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Dixon,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington, 
King,  Knight,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Ruggles, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  and  Webster— 22. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  said  he  had  accomplished 
the  main,  though  not  the  whole  of  his  objects  in  in- 
troducing the  bill.  One  object  was  to  bring  the 
question  before  the  country — that  he  had  accom- 
plished, and  therefore  he  would  now  withdraw  his 
motion  for  leave  to  introduce  the  bill. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  the  Senator  could  not 
withdraw  it  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate. 

On  this  question  a  point  of  order  arose,  which 
led  to  an  animated  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
WEBSTER,  TAPPAN,  CLAY  of  Alabama, 
PIERCE,  CALHOUN,  KINO,  CRITTENDEN, 
HUNTINGTON,  PRESTON,  SEVIER,  MER- 
RICK, PHELPS,  and  others  took  part,  a  report 
of  which  will  be  given  hereafter. 

It  was  then  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr., 
PRESTON,  that  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  do 
adjourn  to  meet  again  on  M(  nday  next. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  December  24/1840. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications: 

1.  From  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the 
17th  inst.  asking  "what  appropriations  of  money 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  were  expended  by 
aim}  designating  to  what  particular  objects  such 
appropriations  were  made,  and  the  specified  sums 
suspended;  and  what  sums  continued  to  be  so  sus- 
pended at  the  commencement  ef  the  present  session, 
and  their  objects  respcctivelw." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

2.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting a  report,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  the  17th  inst.  relative  to  a  cor- 
respondence between  himself  and  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  in  respect  to  the  operations  of  the 
Independent  Treasury. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS,  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

3.  From  the  Post  Office  Department,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House,  submitted  a  few  days 
since,  inquiring  "whether  Ralph  Jackson  is  a  con- 
tractor for  carrying  the  mail  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois,'1 Ac ;  from  which  communication  it  appears 
that  Ralph  Jackson  does  not  hold  any  contract  un- 
der the  Department  for  carrying  the  mail. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GIDDINGS,  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

4.  A  report  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  on  the 
sale  of  damaged  and  useless  paper. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARLAND,  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  following  Senate  bills  were  severally  read  a. 


first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  appropri- 
ate committees: 

The  bill  amendatory  of  the  act  abolishing  im- 
prisonment for  debt. 

The  bill  in  relation  to  donations  of  land  to  cer- 
tain persons  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

The  bill  to  quiet  the  titles  of  certain  land  claim 
ants  in  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  to  settle  the  title  to  certain  tracts  of 
land  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

The  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of  Alabama 
the  two  per  cent,  fund  reserved  by  the  act  for  her 
admission  into  the  Union,  to  be  applied  to  the  mak- 
ing of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  said  State. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  district  in 
the  State  of  Alabama. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the 
public  lands,  who  were  deprived  of  ihe  benefits  of 
the  act  granting  pre-emption  right*,  which  was  ap- 
proved on  the  19th  of  June,  1834. 

The  bill  to  grant  other  lands  to  the  inhabitants  of 
townships  deprived  of  the  16  h  section  by  Indian 
reservations. 

The  bill  lo  authorize  thr  inhabitants  of  township 
eight  north,  range  thirty-two  west,  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  to  enter  a  section  of  land  in  lieu  of  the 
sixteent  section  iu  said  township,  upon  condition 
that  the  same  t£  surrendered  to  the  United  States 
for  military  purposes. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  inhabitants  of  fractional 
township  ten  south,  of  range  one  east,  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  to  enter  one-half  section  of  land  for 
school  purposes. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Ar- 
kansas, who  lost  their  improvements  in  conse- 
quence of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Choctaw  Indians. 

The  bill  to  relinquish  the  reversibnary  interest 
of  the  United  States  to  a  certain  reservation  in  the 
State  of  Alabama. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Smith  o£  Ar- 
kansas. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Paschal!. 

The  bill  A*  the  relief  of  William  Jones. 
THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  next  business  in  order  was  the  metipn  or 
REYNOLDS  of  Illinois  to  refer  a  memorial  from 
the  Legislature  of  shat  State  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  with  the  following  instructions: 

"  To  report  a  bill  to  grant  prospective  pre-emp- 
tions to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  and  to  reduce 
the  price  to  settlers  according  to  the  value  of  (aid 
lands." 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  advocated'  bis  motion  at  some 
length,  and  dwelt  upon  the  injustice  done  to  the 
new  States  by  the  present  land  system. 

His  remarks  will  appear  hereafter. 

Mr.  PICKENS  regretted  exceedingly  that  his 
friend  from  Illinois  had  thought  proper,  at  this 
time,  to  bring  forward  such  a  subject.  We  were 
now  at  the  commencement  of  a  short  session,  wiih 
many  other  matters  pressing  upon  us,  and,  in  his 
opinion  it  was  not  the  proper  period  for  agitating 
a  subject  of  the  most  vital  interest  to  the  Union. 
From  what  he  had  heard  from  the  gentleman  from 
Indians  the  other  day,  and  from  what  had  been 
manifested  from  other  quarters  of  the  House,  he 
was  convinced  that  no  question  in  future  that  might 
be  brought  np  before  Congress  would  be  more  agi- 
tating, or  of  a  greater  interest  than  the  disposition 
of  these  public  lands.  For  his  part,  when  he  came 
to  legislate  on  this  subject,  he  would,  as  he  did  on 
all  other  subject*:  he  would  legislate  neither  for 
the  inhabitants  of  log  cabins,  nor  for  the  occupants 
of  palaces;  but  he  would  legislate  for  the  justice 
and  honor  of  his  country.  This,  however,  was  not 
the  proper  time  for  legislating  on  so  important  a 
subject,  and  be  could  not  but  regret  its  introduction 
at  this  period  of  a  short  session.  The  proper  time 
would  be  at  the  next  Congress,  which  would 
bring  a  new  set  of  Representatives. 

The  question  on  the  adjustment  of  the  tariff 
would  be  also  then  brought  up,  when  there  would 
be  time  to  mature  some  measure  which  should 
do  justice  to  both  the  individuals,  a?  well  as  lo  all 
States.  He  confessed  that,  in  prospect  ef  the  next 
census,  he  considered  the  question  of  the  public 
lands  a  very  different  question  from  what  it  was 


twenty  yean  ago,  when  ihey  had  to  legislate  but 
for  a  few  States,  and  for  a  small  band  of  citizens, 
who  had'gone  forth  to  seek  a  Kving  in  the  wilderness, 
and  to  erect  their  habitations  in  the  forests  of  tic 
West.  The  subject  of  the  Western  lands  wave  to 
this  Government  our  colonial  system,  and  bis  de- 
sire was,  when  the  subject  should  come  np,  to 
place  these  people  in  a  different  situation  than  that 
in  which  they  had  been  for  the  last  ten  years,  and 
to  set  free  our  colonies.  He  wanted  some  fixed 
principle  in  relation  to  these  lands,  not  as  a  money 
or  tariff  question,  but  as  a  question  of  politics.  He 
was  interested  in  the  prosperity  and  freedom  of  the 
West,  and  if  we  ever  had  another  pre-emption  bill, 
be  would  prefsr  that  it  should  be  one  fixing  the  law 
in  advance.  A  general  prospective  pre-emption 
law,  would  be  far  more  preferable  than  one  extend- 
ing only  to  two  or  three  years.  The  latter,  in  bis 
opinion,  was  unjuu  and  unwise  legislation.  This 
was  the  reason  why  he  had  opposed  preemption  and 
graduation  laws  previously  introduced, because  they 
were  made  after  thecal  had  occurred, and  no  system 
could  be  wise  which  was  thus  exposed  to  the  ope- 
ration of  so  much  partiality.  He  wonld  propose 
that  this  subject  should  come  up  at  the  next  Con- 
gress, when  they  might  fix  on  some  system  that 
would  do  credit  to  tbe  Government  qs  well  as  to 
the  citizens  concerned.  He  wonld  not  say  what 
he  might  be  forced  to  do,  but  if  the  prediction  of 
the  gentleman  of  Indiana  [Mr.  Profpit]  should 
be  verified,  and  the  people  of  the  We&t  came  to 
demand  what  they  called  justice,  he  would  then 
consider  what  justice  was,  and  do  his  duty  to  his 
own  State  as  well  as  to  them. 

He  would  prefer  that  they  would  legislate  on 
some  general  system,  for  it  was  not  right  to  be 
guided  by  local  interests,  as  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  know  what  might  be  the  principal  interest 
in  this  or  that  question  which  might  arise.  He  de- 
sired to  lop  off  every  branch  of  corrupt  Executive 
patronage  which  had  crept  into  the  land  system 
during  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years.  He  believed  a 
graduation  system  might  be  necessary  as  a  matter 
of  justice  to  the  rights  of  the  States,  but  he  would 
advocate  tome  general  system,  founded  on  enlight- 
ened and  statesmanlike  viewp,  which  would  do  ho- 
nor to  the  country,  and  not  upon  this  colonial  sys- 
tem of  the  last  few  years. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that  the 
whole  subject  would  he  suffered  to  rest  until  the 
next  Congress,  and  that  bis  friend  from  Illinois 
wonld  not  press  his  motion  of  instructions. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend 
the  instructions  submitted  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  by 
substituting  the  following: 

"To  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
with' instruct  ions  to  report  a  bill  to  have  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  the  public  domain  divided 
among  the  States  in  an  equitable  ratio,  to  be  used 
by  the  Slates  for  internal  improvements,  education, 
or  any  other  purpose,  as  may  be  deemed  wise  by 
the  several  States  receiving  said  distribution." 

Mr.  JOHNSON  then  advocated  his  amendment 
at  some  length;  after  which, 

Mr.  HUBBARD  took  the  floor  to  reply  to  some 
of  the  statements  of  Mr.  Johnson;  and,  in  so  do- 
ing, proposed  to  illustrate  the  accuracy  of  his  own 
position  by  reference  to  statical  facts;  having  refe- 
rence to  the  value  of  waste  lands  in  Alabama,  Ac. 

Mr.  H.  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  he  said  that 
this  was  a  more  important  subject— »tbat  (he  discus- 
sion had  been  sprung  suddenly  on  the  House — that 
he* should  like  time  for  consideration — and  that  if 
any  member  would  move  an  adjournment,  be 
would  yield  the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  then  moved 
that  when  the  House  adjourn,  it  will  adjourn  over 
to  Monday,  which  was  agreed  to. 

An  adjournment  was  then  moved,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in 
the  negative:  Yeas  59,  nays  94. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  postpone  the 
subject  until  tbe  second  Tuesday  in  January  next; 
which  he  afterwards  withdrew. 

And  another  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  which 
prevailed.  And  the  House  adjourned  until  Mon- 
day. 
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IN  SENATE. 
Monday.  December  28,  1840. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  memorial  from 
like  Legislative  council  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa, 
asking  fox  the  construction  of  a  road  and  perma- 
nent bridge  on  Big  Cedar  creek,  and  a  mil  tary 
road  from  Dubuque  to  the  Missouri  line;  which, 
mi  motion  of  Mr.  NORVELL,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Also,  from  the  same,  asking  for  an  au.endmen 
of  iheo'ganic  law  of  said  Territory;  which,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  NORVELL,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Alfo,a  communication  from  the  Department  of 
State,  transmitting  an  abstract  of  returns,  showing 
the  number  of  seamen  registered  in  each  collection 
district  in  the  Union  during  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1340;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

[IV  total  number  of  seamen  registered  in  1840, 
as  above,  was  8,091,  viz:  native,  7,591;  natura- 
lized, 140.] 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  21st  rast.  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury-  be 
instructed  to  inform  the  Senate  what  sales  of  pub* 
lie  lands  have  been  made  in  the  State  of  Michigan, 
north  of  the  line  dividing  townships  twelve  and 
thirteen  north,  and  west  of  the  line  dividing  ranges 
two  and  three,  west  of  the  principal  meridian; 
which,  on  motion  by  Mr.  NORVELL,  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  a  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Cherokee  county,  Alabama,  praying  for 
a  modification  of  the  pre-emption  law;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  TALLM  ADGE  presented  the  petition  of  ci- 
tizens of  Waterloo,  N.  Y.  praying  the  enactment 
|/  of  a  general  bankrupt  law*;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  the  petition  of  Ross 
Wilkins  and  others,  praying  the  passage  of  a  gene- 
ral bankrupt  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  Maltry 
QelstoD,  executor  of  David  Gelston;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claim*. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  presented  the  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Mississippi,  asking  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  additional  land  district  in  said  State; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  petition  of 
Hester  Hill  was  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALKER,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Joseph  Vidal,  now  on  file,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  WALKER  also  gave  notice  that  to-morrow 
he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  relative  to 
the  two-percent,  fund  of  the  Slate  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Taylor  for  indemnity  for  French  spoliations  prior 
to  1800;  which  wa*  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PRESTON  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Col.  Robert  P.  Wainwright;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pennons. 

Mr.  M  ANGUM  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Council  of  the  City  cf  Washington,  remom  timing 
against  the  transfer  of  th?  stock  held  in  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal  to  the  State  of  Maryland; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
L*nd  Claims,  to  which  was  referred,  a  bill  to  re- 
vive the  act  entitled  "Ad  act  to  enable  claimants 
to  lands  within  the  limits  of  Missouri  and  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the 
nlidity  of  their  claims,"  approved  the  26th  of 
May,  1824,  and  an  act  amending  the  same,  and 
extending  the  provision;  of  said  act  to  claimants  to 
•  lands  within  the  State*  of  Louisiana  and  Missis- 
sippi; reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
Of  Nathaniel  Pryor,  reported  the  same  with  an 
amend  men  i. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  ihe  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  which  was  referre  1  the  bill  for  the  relief 


of  Epbraim  D.  Dixon,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  M.  Strader,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  presented  the  petition  of  me- 
chanics who  were  employed  on  the  arsenal  in  North 
Carolina;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NORVELL,  the  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Washington  for  a  renewal  and  remodi- 
ficaiion  of  the  charter  of  said  city,  now  on  file, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
authorizing  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana  to  sell  the 
lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools 
in  that  State;  which  was  read  twiw,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
TAXL>G  BANK  NOTES. 

Mr.  BENTON  paid  when  the  Senate  was  last  in 
session,  he  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  tax 
paper  issues,  to  which  it  was  objected  that  it  was 
not  constitutional  to  introduce  such  a  bill  in  this 
body,  and  be  had  therefore  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  withdraw  it.  But  he  now  wished  to  give 
notice  to  the  Senate,  and  to  thf>  country,  that  he 
should  offer  that  bill  in  the  form  of  an  amendment 
to  the  first  revenue  bill  to  which  it  was  applicable; 
and  in  the  mean  time  be  would  ask  leave  to  have 
the  bill  printed  as  an  amendment.  He  had  struck 
out  the  title  of  the  bill,  and  simply  wished  that  it 
might  be  printed  and  laid  on  the  table,  that  any 
gentleman  who  desired  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, might  have  the  opportunity  to  do  to,  and  that 
gentlemen  might  not  be  taken  by  surprise. 

The  PRESIDENT  having  stated  the  question 
to  the  Senate, 

Mr.  KING  said  he  presumed  it  was  not  necessa- 
ry to  state  to  the  Cmm  that  the  subject-matter  to 
which  it  was  intended  to  c  ffer  this  bill  as  an  amend- 
ment, was  not  yet  before  the  Senate^and  therefore 
it  c.  uld  not  be  received  in  that  form.  It  bad  been 
usual  to  receive  and  print  nroendments  as  a  cour- 
tesy to  Senator?,  but  never  before  the  proposition 
to  which  the  amendment  was  desired  to  be  made 
had  been  introduced.  He  thought  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  was  not  now  in  order,  but  that  he 
would  have  to  wait  until  the  revenue  bill  to  which 
it  would  have  to  be  attached,  came  up.  He  (Mr. 
King)  had  no  wish  to  prevent  the  bill  going  before 
the  country,  but  he  desired  that  they  should  ad- 
here to  what  was  regular  and  proper  in  their  forms 
of  proceeding. 

The  PRESIDENT  remarked  that  the  subject 
was  with  the  Senate  for  decision. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  perhaps  he  could  relieve  the 
Senate.  His  object  was  to  give  notice  to  the  Se- 
nate  and  to  the  country  that  he  should  pursue  this 
subject,  and  at  his  earliest  convenience;  that  being 
done,  if  gentlemen  would  look  at  the  subject,  he 
had  no  desire  to  have  the  amendment  printed, 
though  he  had  been  anxious  to  avoid  taking  them 
by  surprise.  However,  he  would  not  now  press 
his  motion. 

COMMERCIAL  RECIPROCITY. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  a  memorial  from  inhabi- 
tants of  New  bury  pert,  Mass.  praying  for  the  repeal 
or  modification  of  the  act  of  29 ih  May,  1830,  regu- 
lating commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  certain  British  colonies,  and  moved  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foieiga  Rela- 
tions. He  spoke  in  support  of  the  prayer  of  the 
memorial,  but  was  inaudible  at  the  Reporters' 
desk.  e> 

Mr.  WEBSTER  had  not  been  aware  that  his 
colleague  was  about  to  present  a  memorial  on  this 
most  important  subject;  but  he  desired  to  say  that  if 
it  should  go  to  Ihe  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
be  hoped  the  committee  would  connder  tho- 
roughly and  carefully  the  whole  extent,  and  all  the 
consequences  of  that  system  of  policy  which  they 
had  been  for  some  years  in  the  habit  of  calling  the 
recipr6city  system.  He  (Mr.  Webiter)  was  not 
then  prepared  to  express  any  opinion  whether, 
when  the  reciprocity  treaty  expired,  it  should  be  re- 
newed, nor  on  other  matters  in  connection  therewith; 


but  he  did  hope  that  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations would  come  to  no  hasty  conclusion  on  this 
question.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  sub- 
ject should  take  the  direction  proposed;  but  he  only 
hoped,  and  he  confidently  hoped,  that  the  commit- 
tee would  nrake  a  large  survey  not  only  of  this  par- 
ticular relation,  but  of  all  the  consequences  of  those 
treaties,  which  have  been  in  existence  for  the  last 
fifteen  or  twenty,  if  not  twenty-five  years,  many  of 
which  were  entirely  destitute  of  all  the  essential 
principles  of  reciprocity.      • 

Mr.  DAVIS  had  looked  at  this  subject  for  some 
time  as  one  which  was  entitled  to  all  the  considera- 
tion which  his  colleague  thought  it  deserved — for 
some  years  he  had  seen  the  development  of  facts  of 
a  striking  character.  But  a  few  years  ago  memo- 
rials were  presented  in  this  chamber,  from  mer- 
chants of  Baltimore,  setting  forth  the  unequal  ad- 
vantages which  they  enjoyed  in  the  transhipment 
of  tobacco  to  Germany,  as  one  result  of  a  treaty, 
to  which  he  now  referred,  as  a  sample  of  In;  trea- 
ties of  reciprocity,  which,  instead  of  affording  re- 
ciprocal advantages,  drove  the  Baltimore  merchants 
entirely  out  of  the  trade.  He  could  point  out  ma- 
ny more  such  results  in  the  operation  of  these  trea- 
ties, to  show  the  necessity  of  an  examination  of  a 
system,  as  suggested  by  his  colleague,  which  was 
of  very  doubtful  policy,  as  regarded  the  interests 
of  this  country. 

At  rhe  requeU  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  the  memo- 
rial was  read. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  then  said,  certainly  this  was 
a  very  important  subject;  it  was  a  request  to  change 
that  policy  of  the  country  which  they  had  been  et.« 
deavoring  to  carry  into  effect  with  all  foreign  na- 
tions since  the  year  1815.  That  it  was  disastrous 
in  some  respects,  particulaily  in  regard  to  our 
commerce  with  some  of-  the  Hanse  Towns, 
there  could  be  no  dcub';  but  why  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations?  It  was 
a  subject  peculiarly  relating  to  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  the  country;  and  the  question 
wa«,  how  have  these  treaties  of  reciprocity  opera- 
ted on  those  two  great  interests,  which  in  that 
body  were  exclusively  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce?  It  was  not  a  subject  connected 
with  their  foreign  relation*,  except  incidentally; 
and  he  moved,  therefore,  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  which  was  its  appro* 
priate  reference. 

Mr.  DAVIS  bad  moved  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  because  it  referred  to 
a  conventional  [agreement  of  the  treaty-making 
power  between  the  British  Colonies  and  the  United 
States.  If,  however,  it  would  more  appropriately  ( 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  he  was  willing' 
that  it  should  go  theie. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  it  appeared  to  him  that,  in 
the  first  instance,  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Com* 
mil  tee  on  Commerce,  and,  after  thaUcommittee  had 
repor  ed,  it  might  be  proper  to  refer  their  report  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  This  was 
the  old  subject,  which  the  Government  had  so  long 
found  it  difficult  to  manage  satisfactorily,  and  he 
apprehended  it  never  would  be  managed  satisfacto- 
rily. If  the  difficulties  could  be  overcome,  he 
should  rejoice;  for  there  was  no  man  on  that  floor 
who  took  a  deeper  interest  than  ha  did  in  the  pros- 
perity, navigation  and  commerce  of  jthe  country. 

Mr*  DAVIS  was  satisfied  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
and  let  it  go  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  MERRICK, 

Mr.  KNIGHT  said,  whatever  committee  this 
memorial  might  be  referred  to,  he  hoped  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  would  be  drawn  to  the  ope- 
ration of  these  treaties,  and  particularly  to  the  ar- 
rangement in  regard  to  the  West  India  trade,  and 
the  effect  on  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the 
country.  So  far  as  he  was  informed,  this  ar- 
rangement bad  been  favorable  to  the  Brj* 
tish  navigation,  and  injurious  to  our  own.  He 
believed  it  to  be  a  fact,  now  ascertain  *d,  that  tho 
British  tonnage  had  greatly  increased,  and  that  our 
tonnage  in  this  trade  of  the  Colonies  had  dimi- 
nished. In  olden  times  we  used  to  import  mo* 
lasses,  rum,  salr,  sugir,  and  other  commodities, 
from  the  West  Indies  in  our  own  vessels;  but  under 
the  arrangement,  large  quantities  of  these  article* 
are  brought  in  British  vessels/  and  mue'h  from  the 
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Northern  colonies  where  they  are  not  grown  or 
manufactured  ,cl«arly  giving  to  ihe  British  an  advan- 
tage which  we  do  not  possess.  He  wished  the  com- 
mittee also  to  inquire  whether  the  existing  arrange- 
ment is  reciprocal  in  its  provisions  and  opera* 
tions.  He  understood  that  the  British  vessels  are 
now  allowed  to  carry  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandize  from  this  country  to  the  West  Indies, 
which  ours  are  not  permitted  to  carry,  and  in  this 
particular  a  decided  preference  is  given  to  the  Bri- 
tish navigator  over  onr  own.  These  are  some  of 
the  points  which  it  is  tlesirable  should  be  investi- 
gated by  the  committee.  Discriminating  dutie.% 
also,  in  favor  of  the  Colonies,  should  not  escape 
the  attention  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  would  greatly  prefer  that  it 
should  go  10  the  Committee  on  Forergn  Relation?, 
especially  if  the  Committee  on  Commerce  was  to 
be  merely  a  conduit  through  which  it  should  pass  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  He  was  not 
unwilling  to  take  any  labor  that  might  be  necessa- 
rily impos'd  upon  him  in  the  public  service,  as 
the  chairman  of  ih*  Committee  on  Commerce;  bnt 
as  our  foreign  relations  required  a  re-examination, 
it  would  be  better  that  this  subject  should  n?w  go 
to  the  committee  to  which  it  mast  ultimately  go. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  tru^ed  that  it  would  not  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  Tne 
question  was,  whether  it  was  ad  visible  to  renew 
onr  treaty  with  Great  Britain— whether,  when 
this  treaty  shall  expire,  it  shall  be  renewed 
again?  These  Newbury  port  merchants,  say  it 
ought  not,  in  their  opinion,  and  who  was  to  decide 
tha*  qu  ^tion?  It  would  be  necessary  to  take  a  ge- 
neral and  broad  view  of  the  effect  of  this  treaty 
on  the  commerce  of  'the  country;  and  to  decide 
that  important  question,  it  should  be  referred 
to  a  committee  acquainted  with  the  subject. 
How  could  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
determine  a  questirn  respecting  the  effect  produced 
on  their  commerce?  If  it  were  ser.t  to  ihem,  it 
would  be  >ent  to  a  committee,  the  members  of 
which  were  supposed  not  to  have  entered  into  its 
consideration  at  all,  while  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, during  the  entire  session,  were  in  the  daily 
consideration  of  questions  exclusively  connected 
with  if,  and  theref  re  he  again  hoped  it  would  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  But  he  had  ino< 
ther  remark.  If  this  subject  was  to  be  investigated 
as  it  ought,  and  as  its  importance  required  that  it 
should  be,  it  could  not  possible  be  done  so  as  to 
make  a  satisfacory  report  at  the  present  session. 
They  wo'ild  have  to  go  back  ihrongh  a  ,  vati'ty 
of  sources  to  a^eru-n  what  effect  the  e  reciprocity 
treaties  tnd  had  on  our  commerc,  and  this  infor- 
mation could  not  be  collected  in  the  *rx  weeks  or 
two  months  the  Congrrss  would  be  in  session. 
And  then  the  countiy  must  have  time  to  reflect  on 
it  after  it  was  collected,  and  in  the  expectation  that 
thu»  memorial  was  to  be  sent  to  a  committee,  the  . 
members  of  Which  were  not  conversant  with  the 
subjecr,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  was 
Idle  and  vain  ta  suppose  they  could  accomp'ish 
any  thing  this  session.  He  thought  the  Co  rami*  tee 
on  Commerce  might  be  in  possession  of  informa- 
tion on  ihis  subject,  and  might,  therefore,  be  able 
to  make  a  report  at  the  present  session,  though  he 
much  doubted;  but  he  was  satisfied  nothing  could 
grow  owt  of  the  reference  to  the  Commute  on  Fo- 
reign Relations. 

The  Senate  then  divided  on  the  question  of  re- 
ference to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  whMi  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a  vote  of  19  to  9; 
tad  the  memorial  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, wh  ch  was  considered  and  agreed  t< : 

Retolv  d,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  instructed  to  inquire  in*©  the  expert-  ncy 
of  making  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  ©u  fit  to 
Commodore  Porter,  not  provided  for  when  he  was 
appointed  Minister,  resident  at  Constantinople. 

Mr.  NORVELL  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion; which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  iuto  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  to  enable  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  negotiate  for  the  extinction  of 
the  Indian  titles  to  ihe  unpurchased  lands  lying  in 
the  upper  peninsula  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 


Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  submitted  the  follow* 
ing  motion,  which  wa<  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolvrd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  appointment  of  a  Marshal 
and  District  Attorney  for  the  Middle  District  of 
Alabama. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  submitted  ihe  following 
resolution,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to; ..... 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  cor- 
respondence bp t ween  the  Department  and  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  Siate  of  Indiana  relative  to  the  lands 
granted  in  that  S  ae  by  the  act  of  March  2,  1827, 
for  that  part  of  ihe  Wabash  and  Erie  Can&l  which 
lies  between  the  mouth  <  f  the  Tippecanoe  river  and 
the  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  could  not  be 
set  off  to  the  State  of  Indiana  in  the  adjustment 
that  took  place  in  1829  and  1830,  in  consequence  of 
the  Indian  title  thereto  not  being  then  extinguished. 

And  that  he  also  rep  rt  what  quantity  of  land  the 
State  of  Indiana  is  sill  entitled  to,  under  srvid  act, 
for  that  portion  of  ?aul  canal,  and  what  portion  of 
the  same  has  been  granKd  to  individuals  as  Indian 
reservations  by  treaty  with  the  Mtamies. 

Mr.  WaLKER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  c  nsidered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  Tnat  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  iajquire  into  the  expediency  of  as- 
signing the  present  district  judge  of  the  TJrited 
S<ates  for  the  Slate  of  Mississippi  to  one  of  the  dis- 
tricts of  said  State,  and  of  appointing  a  separate 
judge  for  ihe  remaining  district. 

The  followirg  bills  were  cons:dered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading: 

A  bill  gtan'ing  a  pension  to  Lemuel  White. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Barnes,  widow 
of  Elijah  Barnes. 

A  bi!l  granting  a  perm  n  to  David  Waller. 

A  bill  for  the  re'ipf  of  Samuel  Collins. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Ba-.se U. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Richard  T.  Banks  of  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ad- 
just and  pay  to  Benjamin  Murphy,  of  Arkansas, 
the  value  ot  bis  corn,  cattle,  and  hogs,  taken  by 
the  Cherokee  Indians  in  ike  month  of  Dec.  1828 

A  bill  for  the  rel  ef  of  Joab  Seeiy. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  procore  steam  vessels  for  the  revenue  service. 

A  bill  allowing  drawback  on  fireien  merchan- 
dise expoiied  in  the  o.iiin\l  parages  to  Ch>hu.\- 
hua  and  Sana  Fe,  in  Mr  k.c. 

A  biil  to  amend  an  actcntitkd  "An  act  to  autho- 
rize the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  per- 
fect titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to 
settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated 
lands  within  the  same,"  passed  the  18  h  day  of 
April,  18C6 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Rathbone. 

A  bill  further  to  amrni  the  act  entitled  ('An  act 
to  provide  for  taking  the  sixth  census  or  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabiiat  is  of  the  United  States,11  ap- 
proved March  3,  IB39. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  ce mplete 
the  removal  of  the  raft  of  Red  river,  and  for  oiher 
purposes,  was  taken  up,  as  in  Commiuee  of  the 
Whole,  and,  after  some  remarks'  by  Mr.  KING, 
showing  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  its  passage, 
it  was  ordered  to  be  engros?e4  for  a  third  leading 

The  bill  to  establish  a  Bo&rd  of  Commissioners 
to  hear  and  examine  claims  against  the  United 
Statei,  was  taken  up,  as  in  Coram  ;ttee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  b*  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading- 

The  bill  to  revive  the  charters  of  the  banks  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  bemg  taken  up — 

Mr.  TAPPAN  thought  they  ought  to  wait  until 
they  had  received  some  papers  that  were  ordered  to 
be  printed  on  the  subject, 

Mr.  MERRICK  would  be  glad,  then,  if  Senators 
who  were  desirous  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of 
this  bill,  would  agree  to  fix  an  early  day  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  would  agr.e  with  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  in  the  appointment  of  an  early  day, 
when  the  papers  to  which  he  referred  were  re- 
cefred, 


The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre  empiion  system  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  coming  up  in  order, 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  he  had  the  honor 
to  report  .that  bill,  and  he  was  anxious  to  have  it 
disposed  of;  but  he  wished  to  take  no  advantage  of 
Senators,  there  being  several  absent  from  their 
seats,  and  therefore  he  would  consent  to  pass  it  by 
informally.  It  was  a  bill  on  which  he  wished  to 
have  a  full  Senate,  that  they  might  all  show  their 
hands  on  the  question  of  its  passage. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said,  then  it  would  be  de- 
si  reblc  to  assign  a  particular  day  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  CLAY  replied,  that  a  particular  day  had 
been  named,  and  it  came  op  this  morning  as  a 
special  order,  but  as  the  Senate  was  not  lull,  be 
was  willing  it  should  be  passed  informally,  and  it 
could  be  then  taken  up  to  morrow,  or  any  subse- 
quent convenient  day. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  MERRICK, 
HUBBARD,  WRIGHT,  and  others,  the  bill  was 
passed  by  informally. 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Selma  and  Tennes- 
see Railroad  Company  being  taken  up  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  this  bill  had  passed 
at  previous  sessions  of  Congress,  and  therefore  it 
would  not  be  necessary  that  he  should  enter  into 
an  explanation  of  its  provisions,  unless  it  were 
desired  by  some  gentlemen  on  that  floor. 

Mr.  BENTON  wished  to  have  some  further  ex- 
planation on  one  or  two  points.  He  wivhed  to 
know  what  progress  had  been  made  in  the  con- 
struction of  this  road,  what  probability  there  was 
of  its  speedy  completion,  and  whether  there  was  an 
adrquacy  of  means  with  those  ergased  in  it.  He 
had  a  derided  objection  to  see  the  United  States 
forcing  on  any  of  ibe*e  work.*,  unless  it  were  such 
is  could  be  carried  speedily  through — he  had  no  idea 
that  the  United  States  should  take  the  laboring  oar 
for  the  carry iii?  on  any  of  these  works,  or  contribut- 
ing where  the  work  was  not  going  on  prosperously, 
and  where  the  means  of  those  engaged  in  it  were 
inadequate  to  its  completion;  and  he  wished,  there- 
fore, the  Senator  from  Alabama  would  inform  him 
what  was  the  state  of  the  road,  whether  it  was  ia 
a  state  of  progression,  whether  there  was  a  proba- 
bility of  its  termination,  what  were, the  means  of 
those  engaged  in  it,  and  whether  they  were  ade- 
quate to  its  successful  accomplishment. 

Mr.  CLAY  could  only  repeat  what  he  had  said 
on  o  her  occasions1,  that  there  was  no  sort  of  ques- 
tion in  reg.ird  to  the  adequacy  of  the  means  of  the 
company,  for  mnch  the  greater  portion  of  the 
stock  was  taken  by  men  of  capital  and  respecta- 
bility in  the  Sate  ot  Alabama;  nor  could  there  be 
a  doubt  of  the  rapid  advance  of  the  work.  The 
track  was  laid  do',  the  whole  of  it  was  surveyed, 
and  much  of  it  was  graded;  and  from  the  com- 
mencement at  the  Alabama  river,  there  were  exca- 
vations and  embankments  completed  from  30  to  40 
miles;  and  the  road  then  entered  a  valley  where 
neither  by  excavation  nor  embankment  was  neces- 
sary for  some  60  or  70  miles.  Of  the  importance 
of  the  work,  he  observed  that  this  road  was  the  con- 
necting link  between  North  Alabama  and  the 
bay  of  Mobile;  and  between  the  Tennessee  river 
and  the  waters  of  the  bay  of  Mobile;-  and  let  this 
road  be  opened,  and  it  would  open  an  important 
means  of  commercial  transit,  both  to  the  Siateof 
Alabama  and  the  State  of  Tennessee;  it  would 
likewise  afford  the  means  of  defence  of  that  part 
of  our  coast,  by  the  rapid  conveyance  of  men  and 
munitions  of  war  in  any  emergency.  It  was  well 
known  that  the  means  of  defence  of  Mobile  and  New 
Orleans  must  always  come  from  the  upper  country 
and  this  company  was  willing  to  undertake  the  re- 
sponsibility of  conveying  men  and  munitions  of 
war  at  all  times,  free  of  all  charge,  to  the  vulnera- 
ble points-  He  hoped  the  gentleman  was  now  sa- 
tisfied. The  work  hitherto,  under  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  the  limes,  had  progress- 
ed less  rapidly  than  could  have  been  desired,  bat 
still  it  had  progressed,  and  would  be  completed. 
This  bid  proposed  to  make  no  donation-«-it  merely 


ll  tie  value; 


re-emptic 
;  and  it 


was  bat  right  that  this  company 
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should  have  the  advantage  of  whatever  increased 
value  they,  by  their  enterprise,  gave  to  the  land. 

Mr.  BBNTON  inquired  whether  the  work  was 
actually  aping  on. 

Mr.  CLAY  replied  in  the  affirmative;  and  the  bill 
was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

After  a  short  Executive  session, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Monday,  December  38,  1840. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine,  on  leave,  presented  the 

petition  of  J.  B.  Glover  and  others,  of  New  York, 

praying  for  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law;  which 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  then 

read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 

appropriate  committees*  vu: 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Hannah  Leighton. 

An  act  lo  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  more 

effectually  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 

i  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 


An  act  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  any  foreign 
copper,  gpJd,  silver,  cr  other  coin,  and  lo  prevent 
tie  bringing  into  the  United  States,  or  uttering  any 
counterfoil  foreign  copper,  gold,  silver,  or  ethei 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkan 
sae,  who  Jost  their  improvements  in  consequence  of 
a  treaty  between  the  United  S  ales  and  the  Choc- 
taw Indiana. 

An  act  supplementary  to  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  adjustment  of  titles  to  land  in  the  u  wn  of  De- 
troit, and  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  pox- 
poses,"  passed  April  31, 1806. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  next  busi- 
ness in  order,  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Reynold*  of 
Illinois,  to  refer  a  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of 
that  State  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  with 
the  following  instructions: 

"To  report  a  bill  to  grant  prospective  pre-emr* 
tinas  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  and  to  redact 
the  price  to  settlers  according  to  the  value  of  saii 


the  price  i 
lands." 


The  quvatkm  pending  was  on  the  followiri 
amendment,  submitted  by  Mr.  W.  Cost  JohvsoiJ 

"To  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  to  have  the  pro 
seeds  of  the  sale  of  the  public  domain  dividit 
among;  tie  States  in  an  equitable  ratio,  to  be  ust  I 
by  the  States  for  internal  improvements,  education, 
or  any  other  purpose,  as  may  be  deemed  wise  by 
me  several  States  receiving  said  distribution." 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
was  about  t*  resume  his  remarks,  when  he  gave 
way  to 

Mr.  CHINN,  who  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table;  but  after  some  conversation,  with- 
drew  it,  and  moved  a  postponement  of  the  subject 
until  Tuesday  week. 

Mr.  ALP*  >RD  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table;  aa4  the  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded,  were 
ordered,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

Y&AjS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Anderson,  Linn 
Banks,  Barmrd,  Beirne,  Bell,  Bond,  Sampson  H. 
Bailer,  Calhoun,  Chinn,  Chittenden,  Cole-,  Con- 
nor, Cranston,  Cashing,  Garret  Davis,  Dawson, 
Pdlmore,  *Hpyd,  Fornance,  Garland,  Gates,  G«d- 
diags  .Gt  anger.  Griffin,  Habersham,  Hawes,  Hill 
of  North  Carolina,  Hopkins,  Hunt,  Jackson,  Jo- 
seph Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Kemble,  McKay, 
Mallnry,  Calvary  Morris,  Nisbtt,  Osborne,  Par- 
meatur,  Paymer,  Peck,  Pickens,  Randall,  Reed, 
neltonataU,  Shepard,  8lade,  Albert  Smith,  John 
flcaith,  Truman  Smith,  Starkweather,  Taliaferro, 
Tripteu,Trambull,  Warren,  John  White,  and  Win- 
ihrop— 58. 

NA  YS— Messrs|Jud*>n  Allen,  Andrews,  Ather- 
ton,  Beatty,  Black,  Blackwell,  Boardman,  Boyd, 
Brewster,  Briggs,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  G. 
Brown,  Burke,  Wm.  B  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey, 
CttJTord,Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Curtis,  Dana,  E.  Da- 
vies,  Deberry,  Dellei,  Doan,  Doe,  Doig,  Duncan, 
Earl,  Eastman,  Edwards,  Ely,  Everett,  Pine, 
Fisher,  Gelbraith*  Gentry,  Gerry,  Goggin,  Goode, 
Hand,  Joan  Hastings,  Henry,  Hillen,  Hook.  Hub- 
bard,  James,  Jameson,  Chalks  Johnston,  William 


Cost  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Keim,  Kempsball, 
Kille,  Lane,  Lead  better,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lowell, 
Lucas,  McClellan,  Marchaad,  Marvin,  Mason, 
Medill  Miller,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Montanya,  Mor- 
gan, Morrow,  Newhard,  Pah»n,  Parrish,  Pope, 
Prsptiss,  Prcffit,  Randolph,  Rariden,  Reynolds, 
Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Russell,  Ryall,  Simon- 
ton,  Toomas  Smith,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  Strong, 
Stuart,  Sumter,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  F.  Thomas, 
Waddy  Tnompsoe,  Jacob  Thompson,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Peter 
J.  Wagner,  Watterson,  Weller,  Wick,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Jo- 
seph L.  Williams,  and  Christopher  H.  Williams 
—111. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  on  table. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Chinn  to  postpone  all  further  consideration  of 
the  subject  unlil  Tuesday  week, 

The  SPEAKER  suggested  that  on  lhat  day  the 
»  Pennsylvania  contested  election  case  would  come 
up  as  the  special  order;  whereon, 

Mr.  CHINN  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  read 
"next  Wednesday  week;11  also  that  it  be  made  the 
special  order  for  ihat  day. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  opposed  the  motion  to  post- 
pone. He  thought  gentlemen  cduld  act  upon  the 
subject  as  well  now  as  any  other  time  If  it  were 
postponed  until  a  later  period  of  the  session,  the 
cry  would  then  arue,  that  there  was  not  time  to 
consider  it. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion, but  there  was  no  second. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  until  Wednesday  week,  it  was  taken  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  latter  branch  of 
the  motion,  making  the  subject  the  special  order  for 
Wednesday  week,  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative. 

So  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  is  post- 
poned until  next  Wednesday  week,  on  which  day 
it  will  come  up  in  its  order. 

NAVY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  THOMAS  asked  the  House  to 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  reported 
by  him  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  last 
week,  making  appropriation  for  the  payment  of 
navy  pensions.  He  reminded  the  House  that  the 
money  would  become  due  on  the  first  of  January, 
j  so  that  prompt  action  on  the  bill  was  absolutely  ne- 
c  ssary. 

Mr.  T.  then  moved  triAt  the  House  go  in'o  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  takipg  up 
the  bill. 

Mr.  PROPPIT  objected. 

Mr.  THOMAS  explained  the  urgency 'of  the 
bill,  after  which  the  objection  wai  withdrawn.  ' 

The  Heuse  then  revolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  ihe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
McKay  in  t.ie  r.hair,)  and  took  up  the  above  bill, 
which  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 
A  BILL  concern  in?  navy  pensions  and  hlf-pay. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houet  tf  Repnaen- 
tativrs  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Cengrens 
astern' ltd,  That  ihe  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars 
and  thirty-nine  cents,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  ap*  ropriated,  for  he  pay- 
ment of  pensions  and  half-pay  chargeable  on  the 
navy  pension  fund. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  the  Clerk  then 
read  the  following  document  from  the  Secretary  -ef 
the  Navy,  which  had  been  forwarded  by  the  Presi- 
dent, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House: 
Washington,  December  7, 1840. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  in  relation  to  the  navy  pension 
fund,  to  which  the  attention  of  Congress  is  invited, 
and  recommend  an  immediate  appropriation  of 
(151,352  39,  to  meet  the  payment  of  pensions  be- 
coming due  on  and  after  the  1st  of  January.  1841. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Speaker  rfthe  House  ofReprettntatwa. 

Navt  Dxfartsiiwt,  December  1,  1840. 
Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  whole 


amount  of  money  now  on  hand  to  pay  navy  pen- 
sioners, is  $18  647  61;  and  that  there  will  be  re- 
quired in  addition  thereto,  for  that  purpose,  for  the 
ensuing  year — 1841— the  sum  of  $151,352  39;  of 
which  the  sum  of  #51,476  73  wilt  be  wanted  to 
meet  claims  for  pensions  becoming  due  on  the  1st 
day  of  January  neat. 

The  stocks  at  present  owned  by  the  navy  pen* 
aion  fund  are; 

City  of  Cincinnati  five  per  "cent.  -  -  $100  000 
City  of  Washington  five  per  cent.  31  339 

Bank  of  Washington  •  -  -  -  14  000 
Union  Bank  of  Georgetown  -       -       -      11 4u0 

Nominal  value       ....  $158,739 

All  these  stocks  have  greatly  depreciated  in 
value,  and  some  of  them  are  now  altogether  un- 
saleable. The  stock  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati, 
standing  highest,  has  been  advertised  to  be  sold  at 
auction  on  the  15th  of  this  month,  (December,)  for 
the  purpose,  in  the  first  place,  of  reimbursing  the 
Bank  of  America  the  sum  of  fifty  th"Uf  and  dollars 
advanced  to  the  fund  on  a  deposite  of  the  raid 
stock,  to  meet  the  payment  of  pensions  which  be- 
came due  on  the  1st  of  July  last,  and  afterwards 
to  meet,  as  fares  it  may  suffice,  the  payments  fall- 
ing due  on  the  1st  of  January  next. 

To  liquidate  these  and  other  claims  becoming 
due  in  the  year  1841,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pre- 
vent the  great  sacrifice  which  must  ensne  if  the 
stocks  belonging  to  the  fund  be  sold  at  this  time,  I 
hare  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject  at 
the  commencement  of  its  approaching  session,  and 
to  recommend  an  immediate  appropriation  of  the  * 
abeve  named  sum  of  $151,352  39  in  aid  of  the 
fund;  the  deficiency  in  its  means  of  satisfying  the 
just  claims  of  pensioners,  which  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  23d  April,  1800,  the  public  faith  was 
pledged  to  supply,  having  occurred. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  K.  PAULDING. 

To  the  PaasiDBMT  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  F.  THOMAS  then  made  a  brief  explanation 
of  the  acts  relating  to  the  bill.  He  explained  thai, 
by  the  act  of  1800,  pensions  were  granted  to  tea- 
men, officers,  and  marines  in  the  naval  service  who 
had  been  disabled;  aad  that,  by  the  9th  section,  a 
peculiar  mode  of  paying  these  pensions  was  pro- 
vided; the  fund  w<is  to  be  derived  not  from  the- 
general  revenue  of  the  Government,  but  from  the 
sale  of  ihat  portion  of  the  p'ises  to  which  the 
United  States  might  become  entitled.  He  ex- 
plained also  that,  by  the  9ib  section,  the  faith  of 
the  United  States  was  pledged,  in  the  event"  of  the 
exhaustion  of  the  tund,  to  make  good  the  deficit. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  stated  that  this  specifio 
fund  had  been  so  far  exhausted  as  to  be  reduced  to 
a  very  small  amount  in  stocks,  most  of  which 
were  now  unsaleable,  and  he  applied  to  Congress 
to  make  this  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  sav- 
ing those  stocks  from  sacrifice. 

Mr.  T.  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  an  objection  f 
which,  he  said,  he  anticipated  would  be  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr:  Adams.) 
Tr.ere  wa<  a  con'rariety  of  opinion  in  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs,  and  might  be,  Mr.  T.  sop- 
posed,  in  this  House,  as  to  the  construction  of  the 
law  of  3d  March-,  1837,  under  which  this  pension 
fund  of  1800  had  been  exhausted.  It  would  be 
seen  that  Congres*,  by  the  act  oi  1800,  bad  given 
pensions  to  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  disabled; 
and,  as  he  ajft  said,  by  the  ninth  section,  the  faith 
of  the  Government  was  pledged  to  make  good  any 
deficiency  in  the  fond  if  it  should  become  ex- 
hausted. By  the  law  of  1837,  and  by  other 
laws  which  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  refer 
to,  another  class  of  persons  had  been  authorised 
to  apply  for  these  pensions  other  than  those  con- 
templated by  the  original  act;  and  their  pensions 
were  to  commence  from  the  time  when  the  incident 
occurred  which  gave  origin  to  the  pensions.  Under 
this  act,  Mr.  T.  explained  that  arrearage*  had  been 
allowed  of  twenty  or  thirty  years.  He  anticipated 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr  AaahsJ 
would  assume  the  ground  that  the  Secretary  had 
erred  in  giving  that  construction  to  the  law  of  1837. 
He  anticipated  the  gentleman  would  any  that  Con- 
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aress  gave  a  pledge  to  make  good  any  deficiency  in 
'  the  fund  in  the  event  of  that  fund  being  applied 
solely  to  pensioners  contemplated  under  the  law  of 
1800,  to  wit,  to  officers,  seamen,  and  marines, 
actually  disabled  in  the  public  service.  Now,  it 
seemed  to  him  (Mr.  T.)  that  whatever  might  be  the 
construction  given  to  the  act,  the  bill  before  the 
committee  ought  to  become  a  law,  even  if  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy  had  committed  an  error.  If 
the  fund  was  exhausted,  the  Government  stood 
bound  to  reimburse  it.  The  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  intended,  before  the  close  of  the  session,  to 
bring  in  a  bill  te  repeal  the  act  of  1837,  and  in- 
tended to  incorporate  in  it  certa«n  provisions  dimi- 
nishing the  number  of  persons  entitled  to  make 
these  claims  upon  the  Government.  The  simple 
question  now  was,  whether  the  Government,  in 
virtue  of  its  plighted  faith,  would  now  make  good 
a  deficiency  in  the  pension  fund  of  1800;  that  fund 
having  been  exhausted  under  what  some  gentlemen 
might  suppose  to  be  a  misconstruction  of  the  act 
Of  1837. 

Mr.  ADAMS  desired  to  know  if  the  sum  em- 
braced in  the  present  bill  was  included  in  the  esti- 
mate for  the  year. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said,  that  so  f&r  as  he  was  in- 
formed, he  believed  not. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  complained  that  the  recom- 
mendation from  the  President  was,  that  Congress 
should  not  exceed  the  estimates,  and  yet  one  week 
afterwards  the  House  was  urged  to  make  an  ap- 
propriation not  included  in  the  estimates.  Mr.  A. 
then  went  on  to  contend  that  the  Secretary  ofihe 
Navy,  under  the  act  of  1837,  had  no  authority  to 
make  use  of  the  specific  fund  set  apart  for  the 
payment  of  pensioners  under  the  act  of  1800. 
Also,  that  by  this  act  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  had  been  saddled  with  a  national  debt,  and 
for  the  payment  of  which  tbey  were  called  upon  to 
make  an  appropriation  not  in  the  estimates.  Mr. 
A.  then  proceeded  to  show  that  in  1837  the  amount 
of  the  specific  fund  was  $1,5200,000,  the  interest 
from  which,  he  contended,  was  sufficient  to  meet 
the  demands  upon  it.  He  wu-hed  to  know  what 
had  become  of  this  money.  Why,  it  appeared  from 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  that  it  had  been  exhaust- 
ed not  for  the  payment  of  the  pensioners »  for 
whom  it  had  been  set  apart,  but  for  the  widows, 
orphans,  and  perhaps  the  aunts  of  persons  who 
might  have  been  in  the  service.  After  some  fur- 
ther remarks,  Mr.  A.  went  on  to  charge  the  Ad- 
ministration with  a  want  of  economy  in  thus 
.  "wasting"  so  much  money,  sacredly  set  apart,  as 
he  contended,  for  another  specific  purpose.  He 
wished  to  know  how  the  act  of  1837  originated,  and 
by  whom  it  was  passed  through  the  House.  He 
desired  to  examine  who  had  introduced  the  mea- 
sure, and  to  see  whether  was  a  Wnig  or  an  Admi- 
nistration "economist." 

Mr.  A.  then,  at  much  lergib,  gave  his  views  in 
relation  to  the  investment  of  Government  money  in 
State  stocks  and  bonds,  and  contended  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  no  authority  for  making 
such  investment*.  He  contended  that  the  invest* 
t  meat  of  money  in  State  stocks  by  the  Govern- 
ment, was  in  fact  assuming  the  State  debts. 

Mr.  F.  THOMAS  declining  to  reply,  owing  to 
the  necessity  of  a  speedy  passage  of  the  bill, 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  REED  made  some  brief  remarks  in  defence 
of  the  Secretary  of  toe  Navy,  who,  in  his  opinion, 
was  often  blamed  when  the  fault  lay  in  the  law. 
He  bad  risen,  however,  more  particularly  to  request 
that  the  House  would  eie  long  afford  him  an  op- 
portunity of  speaking  upon  the  affairs  of  the  navy — 
a  rrivilege  he  had  often  wished  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, but  never  had. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  WISE,  who  took 
the  same  general  view  of  the  case  as  Mr.  Adams, 
and,  imoog  other  matters,  complained  of  the  delay 
m  bringing  this  subject  before  the  House, 

Mr.  THOMAS  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs)  said  that  he  had  designed  to  suffer 
this  bill  to  pass  without  any  comment  on  his  part, 
for  he  had  not  felt  himself  called  upon  to  reply  to 
the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  on  the  general  policy  of  the  Admi- 
nistration, particularly  as  he,  as  well  as  the  hono- 


rable gentleman  from  Virginia  who  had  just  re- 
sumed his  seat,  bad  commenced  their  speeches  by 
declaring  that  U  was  their  purpose  to  vote  for  the 
bill.  He  was  anxious  to  have  it  pass  the  House 
this  day  and  go  to  the  Senate,  that  the  little  rem- 
nant of  this  fund  might  be  saved,  and  the  demands 
of  the  Government  to  pay  the  existing  pensions 
might  be  met  in  time;  (for  which  purpose  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  would  be  want- 
ing on  the  first  of  January  next.)  But  he  could 
not  sit  still  and  hear  such  extraordinary  charges 
advanced  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  with- 
out making  some  reply.  If  there  ever  was  an  offi- 
cer of  Government  whose  conduct  was  not  only 
unworthy  of  blame,  but  deserved  the  highest  pra'ue 
for  his  fidelity,  the  Secretary  was  that  officer.  No 
sooner  did  he  find  himself  in  office,  than  his  atten- 
tion was  immediately  turned  to  this  pension  law 
of  1837;  and  at  the  very  next  session  he  failed  not 
to  warn  Congress  that  if  the  law  was  suffered  to 
remain  as  it  stood,  the  navy  pension  fund  would 
shortly  be  absorbed  in  its  application  to  an  object 
for  which  that  fund  had  never  been  originally 
created.  In  the  Senate,  this  warning  took  effect, 
and  the  law  was  repealed;  but  the  bill  of  repeal 
was  lost  in  the  House;  why,  Mt.  T.  could  not  say. 
They  all  knew  how  time  was  often  wasted  in  that 
body  by  irrelevant  and  latitudinous  discus, ion. 
He  did  not  find  lault  with  this,  because  he  believed 
that,  upon  the  whole,  the  country  was  benefited  by 
it.  The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  had  reported 
a  bill  to  put  a  stop  to  this  waste  and  misapplica- 
tion of  the  fund,  but  it  never  had  been  acted  upon. 
Thus  much  on  the  delay  which  had  taken  place. 

Now  as  to  the  actual  operation  of  Che  law  of 
1837.  He  wished  the  House  to  see  whether  the 
fund  had  not  been  exhausted  through  the  legitimate 
interpretation  of  that  law.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  fallen  into  most  strange  mistakes,  in 
his  apprehension  of  the  subject,  to  confute  whieh 
it  would  be  only  necessary  to  look  at  the  law.  [Mr. 
T.  here  quoted  the  act  of  1837.]  From  this  it  ap- 
peared that  there  were  two  classes  of  pensioners 
contemplated:  1,  the  widows  and  children  of  offi- 
cers, seamen,  or  marines,  who  had  died  in  the  pub- 
lic service;  and  2,  persons  who  had  been  personally 
disabled  by  wounds  or  injuries  received  in  such 
service.  In  both  cases  the  law  was  not  prospective 
merely,  but  retrospective  also.  It  nut  only  granted 
pensions  in  /uturo,  but  required  that  the  penn'on 
sh  aid  be  reckoned  back  to  the  death  of  the  officer, 
seaman,  or  marine,  and  to  the  date  of  the  disability 
incurred.  In  this  manner  there  had  been  paid  in  a 
single  j  ear,  to  92  invalids,  the  sum  of  $78  000,  to 
85  widows  the  sum  of  $121,000,  and  to  129  chil- 
dren $129,000. 

Here  was  a  gross  sum  of  $329  600  paid  as  ar- 
rears, besides  the  annual  pensions  which  were  to  be 
provided  for. 

Mr.  WISE  here  explained,  and  insisted  that, 
even  according  to  Mr.  T's  own  showing,  thTe 
ought  to  be  a  large  balance  still  leit  in  the  hands  of 
the  Department. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  he  had  only  stated  the 
result  of  >he  operation  of  the  law  for  a  period  of 
six  months  from  the  3 1  of  March  to  the  30th  of 
September,  1837.  The  law  had  continued  in  force 
to  this  day. 

Mr.  WISE  again  interposed,  and  referred  to  a 
report  which  slated  the  gro  s  amount  of  arrears  at 
about  $300,000;  and  inquired  bow  much  it  had 
been  since  increased? 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  be  held  in  his  hand  another 
account  from  the  Navy  Department,  giving  the 
particulars  of  another  amount  paid  in  the  form  of 
arrearages,  exceeding  $800  000.  If  frentlemen 
would  look  fully  into  the  subject,  instead  of  taking 
partial  views,  they  would  find  that  every  dol'ar  of 
the  fund  was  accounted  for. 

Mr.  WISE  According  to  that,  there  ought  to 
be  no  balance  at  all  left,  but  the  Secretary  reports 
a  balance. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  there  was  about  $158,000 
left  still,  on  the  first  of  December  la»t.  But  whence 
did  this  law  which  had  led  to  such  a  result  ema- 
nate? Who  authorized  this  application  of  the  pen- 
sion fund?  It  was  not  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
or  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  but  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress.    Who  were  the  authors  of  the 


hill?  It  had  been  reported  to  the  Senate  by  the 
honorable  Mr.  Robinson  of  Illinois,  and  sent  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  of  which  Mr.  South- 
ard was  a  member,  and  he  had  reported  the  bill  to 
the  Senate,  by  whom  it  had  been  pawed  without  a 
division.  The  Senate  bill,  coming  into  the  House, 
had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs in  the  House.  Mr.  T.  read  the  names  of 
this  committee,  among  which  that  of  Mr.  Wras 
was  one.  The  bill  had  been  ordered  to  its  third 
reading  without  a  division,  and  passed  by  the 
House  without  amendment. 

Mr.  WISE  explained,  stating  that,  though  his 
name  appeared  on  the  Naval  Committee,  he  was 
not  responsible  for  the  bill.  He  was  at  that  time 
but  nominally  one  of  the  committee— his  attention 
was  directed  elsewhere— he  had  other  fish  to  fry — 
and  could  no  longer  attend  to  the  business  of  that 
cammittee,  (of  which  he  had  previously  been  an 
active  memher,)  being  appointed  on  another  oc- 
casion whieh  occupied  his  time  and  thoughts. 

Mr.  THOMAS  had  not  the  least  suspicion  as  to 
that  gentleman's  course  in  relation  to  the  bill.  The 
responsibility  rested  on  the  whole  House.  Con- 
gress passed  the  law,  and  ordered  the  Secretary  to 
administer  it.  That  officer  had  warned  them  how 
it  would  operate  and  was  operating.  And  was  he 
then  to  be  arraigned  for  carrying  out  an  aet  which 
was  the  law  of  the  land? 

Mr.  REED  (also  a  member  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee) here  made  some  explanation  which  was  to- 
tally inaudible  to  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  then  resuming,  observed  that  he 
concurred  fully  with  such  part  of  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Adams)  as  related  to  the  policy  of  leaving  in  the 
hands  of  Heads  of  Departments  the  discretionary 
power  of  buying  and  selling  on  public  account 
stocks  of  any  description.  He  had  raised  his  fee- 
ble voice  against  such  a  practice  many  years  ago. 
But  while  the  authority  remained,  he  trusted  that 
parties  accused,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had 
been,  would  be  tried  by  the  law  as  it  stood.  That, 
if  he  had  for  his  acts  the  express  authority  of  law, 
he  would"  be  acquitted.  And  if  such  authority 
were  in  itself  wrong,  Congress  would  withdraw  it, 
but  not  unjustly  charge  the  fault  of  the  law  on  the 
officer  who  executed  it.  Now,  as. the  navy  pension 
fund  originated  from  prize-money  taken  in  time  of 
war,  and  as  the  United  States  had  had  neither  war 
nor  prizes  for  some  years,  he  inferred  that,  aa  the 
Secretary  would  violate  his  duty  should  he  let  the 
fond  lie  idle  in  his  bands,  the  investment  of  it  in 
stock  had  been  made  some  fifteen  years  ago. 

Mr.  ADAMS  here  interposed'to  say  that  those 
investments  had  ail  taken  place  since  1837,  and 
never  befure. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  resuming,  said  that  he  refeued 
to  the  capital  of  ths  fund.  It  was  the  interest 
which  had  been  invested;  and  in  thus  verting  it,  the 
Secretary  had  but  followed  the  course  of  his  pre- 
decessors. The  law  itself  provided  that  the  Secie- 
tary  might  vest  the  interest  of  the  fund  in  any  way 
he  thought  best.  [Mr.  T.  here  quoted  the  law.] 
The  present  Secretary  could,  however,  have  had 
but  a  small  sum  to  invest  in  any  way.  Whether 
the  investment  bad  been  prudently  made  or  not, 
Mr.  T.  would  not  now  express  an  opinion;  be  ra- 
ther supposed,  however,  that  it  would  te  admitted 
to  be  better  to  place  the  money  in  State  stocks,  ra- 
ther than  in  those  of  any  private  corpoantion.  The 
fault,  if  any,  was  in  Congress,  in  not  laying  down 
a  rule  specifying  in  what  stock  the  interest  of  thlr 
fund  should  be  invested.  As  to  the  sale  of  the 
stocks  which  had  been  purchased,  it  was  an  opera- 
tion indispensable  to  meet  the  engagements  of  the 
Government.  Mr.  T.  observed,  in  conclusion,  that 
he  had  not  attempted  to  go  into  a  reply  to  the  speech 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massactaieetts/ 
[Mr.  Adams,]  nor  did  he  feel  bound  to  do  so.  He 
was  not  in  the  sanie  situation  with  that  gentleman, 
having  a  speech  prepared  for  delivery  at  a  foraaer 
session. 

Mr.  MONROE  said  the  Congress  cf  1837  had 
dispotcd  of  a  fund  ever  which  tbey  had  no  control? 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  representatives  to  replace 
the  fund,  repeal  the  act  of  1837,  acknowledge  tfei 
debt,  and  pay  the  interest  j  and  that  interest  Would 
pay  the  pensioners  annually.  ~ 
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Mr,  ANDERSON  of  Maine  followed;  bat  owing 
to  Hie  customary  load  conversation  near  the  Re- 
porters' de&k,  not  one  word  in  a  dozen  could  be 
fold  with  distinctness. 

Mr.  8HEPARD  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  ike  following,  to  come  in  as  an  additional 


flee.  2.  And  6e  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  act  of 
March  3, 1837,  entitled,  An  act  for  the  more  equi- 
table administration  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  be 
repealed. 

Mr.-  REED  objected  to  the  amendment.  He 
thought  its  adoption  at  this  time  would  be  too  pre- 
dpttate.  He  wished  a  full  and  careful  examina- 
tion before  the  law  should  be  repealed. 

After  some  brief  remarks  from  Mr.  TILUNG- 
HAST, 

Mr.  PECK  demanded  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered,  and,  being 
pat,  first  on  the  amendment,  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Atherton,  Banks, 
Beirne,  Black,  Black  well,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Burke, 
Sampson  H.  Butler,  Wilkam  0.  Boiler,  Wm. 
B.  Campbell,  Carr,  Casey,  Chinn,  Clifford,  Cole?, 
Connor;  William  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Dana,  John 
W.  Deris,  Garret  Darin*  Dawson,  Deberry,  Doig, 
Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Everett,  Fine,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Galhraitb,  Garland,  Gerry,  Giddings,  Grif- 
fin, Hand,  Hawes,  Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hub- 
bard, Jackson,  Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson*  Nathaniel  Jones,  Leadbeiter,  Lewis, 
Lowell,  Lucas,  McCkllan, McKay,  Malloiy,  Mar- 
ehand,  Medill,  Montanya,  Parris,  Pickens,  Pope, 
Prentiss,  Reynolds,  Jas.  Rogers,  Ryall,  Shaw,  Albert 
Savm^teeurod,  Strong,  Swart,  Swemhngen,  F.  Tho- 
mas, Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Torney, 
Underwood,  Yroom,  Watterson,  Henry  Williams, 
Lewis  Williams,  and  Christopher  H.  Williams 
-^81. 

NAYS— Messsr?.  Adams,  Jndson  Allen,  Bar- 
nard, Beany,  Boardman,  Calhonn,  Carter,  Chit- 
leanest  Clark,  Cranston,  Edward  Davies,  John 
Davis,  Dellet,  Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Gates, 
Goegin,  Goode,  Granger,  Graves,  Green,  Haber- 
sham, Henry,  Hill  of  Virgisis,  Hiilen,  Hook, 
Junes,  Keapshall,  Bolle,  Lane,  Leet,  Lincoln, 
MeCarty,  McCullocb,  Marvin,  Mason,  Monroe, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Naylor,  Newhard,  Os- 
borne, Palen,  Paynter,  Peck,  Randall,  Rariden, 
Raynet,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Russell, 
Settousiaii,  Simonton,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Tho- 
mas Smith,  Stanly,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thomp- 
son, Tillisghast,  Toland,  Triplet!,  Trumbull,  Peter 
J.  Wagner,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  and  Wise— 70. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
-  The  question  then  recurring  on  ordering  the  bill, 
as  amended,  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
was  put, and  decided  in  the  affirmative., 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  WATTERSON, 
g^The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Tuesday,  December  29, 1840. 
DEATH  OF  HON.  FELIX  GRUNDY. 
Immediately  after  the  reading  of  toe  journal! 
Mr.  AlfbERSON  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 
as  follows: 

Ms.  PnasiOKMT:  By  the  last  mail,  I  received 
from  Nashville  the  sad  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
my  esteemed  friend  and  distinguished  colleague, 
and  1  rise  to  announce  the  event  to  the  Senate. 
fib  died  at  Nashville  on  the  19th  instant.  I 
have  no  words  adequate  to  express  my  deep  regret 
for  this  great  public  loss.  I  will,  not  indulge,  upon 
this  occasion,  in  mere  expressions  of  private  grief, 
though  I  might  find  pardon  and  sympathy  in  the 
bosoms  of  many  of'  his  personal  and  endeared 
friends  who  surround  me,  They  will  feel 
Willi  me  that  they  have  lost  a  friend  who 
their    esteem,  and    in,    whose    social 


qualities  the  kindness  of  the  heart  was  ever 
conspicuous,  aad  never,  for  a  moment,  extin- 
guished by  party  contests.  But,  sir,  in  bringing 
this  melancholy  event  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  I 
am  reminded  not  only  of  the  claims  of  private 
friendship— of  the  loss,  which  I  feel  that  I  have 
suffered  in  his  death— but  that  I  am  about  to  ask 
the  action  of  this  body  in  reference  to  a  man  who 
was  one  of  the  patriots  and  Statesmen  of  this 
land — a  man  of  whom  it  may  be  said,  truly,  that 
he  was  the  artificer  of  his  own  fortunes,  and  wore 
those  honors  meekly,  which  his  fidelity  and  talents 
bad  won  in  many  a  well  contested  field  of  mental 
action. 

His  loss  is  a  public  misfortune;  and  it  will  sink 
deep  and  lastingly  into  the  bosoms  of  his  country- 
men. 

He  was  born  in  1777,  in  the  county  of  Berkley,  in 
the  Old  Dominion,  that  mother  of  patriots  and 
great  statesmen.  His  father  emigrated  in  1780  to 
Kentucky.  At  an  early  period  he  was  left  an  or- 
phan, guided  and  cherished  by  a  mother  on  whom 
misfortune  had  cast  its  deepest  shadows.  He  was 
liberally  educated  at  the  Academy  of  Bardstown, 
Kentucky,  then  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr. 
PaisSTLT,  and  passed  his  scholastic  days  in  hono- 
rable rivalry  with  such  men  as  Rowan,  Pope,  and 
Davis. 

He  studied  law  with  that  eminent  civilian  and 
ardent  patriot,  Gnoses  Nicholas.  In  selecting  the 
legal  profession,  he  consulted  his  natural  taste  and 
cast  of  mind;  and  when  he  came  to  the  bar,  he 
soon  acquired  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  the 
public.  In  1799,  when  a  convention  was  called  in 
Kentucky  to  revise  the  Constitution,  he  was  chosen 
as  a  member  of  that  body  from  the  county  of 
Washington;  and  was  afterwards  elected  to  the 
*  Legislature  of  that  State,  and  was  the  author  of 
what  is  denominated  the  circuit  court  system,  by 
which  justice  was  brought  nearer  to  the  hands  and 
the  doors  of  the  people. 

He  was  subsequently  elected  to  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky.  He  continued  in  that  station  from 
1802  until  1806,  when  he  was  made  one  of  the 
Supreme  Judges  of  the  State,  and,  at  the  transfer  of 
Judge  Todd  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  he  was  made  Chief  Justice.  In  1808  he 
resigned  that  office,  emigrated  to  Tennessee,  and 
engsged  in  the  practice  of  the  law.  The  same  suc- 
cess followed  hi*efforts  there.  The  popular  confi- 
dence was  early  bestowed  upon  him,  and  when  our 
difficulties  with  Great  Britain  excited  the  appre- 
hension that  they  could  not  be  amicably  ad- 
justed, his  patriotism,  his  zeal,  his  wisdom,  and  his 
talent,  pointed  him  out  as  the  man  peculiarly  quali- 
fied with  whom  to  entrust  such  high  interests — and 
I  believe  he  was  elected  without  opposition  from 
the  Nashville  district,  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gress ef  1811  and  1812.  He  was  placed  dur- 
ing that  memorable  period,  by  the  distinguished  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  then  Speaker  of  the  House, 
upon  the  Committee  of  Foreign  "Relations,  which  was 
composed  of  some  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  nation.  It 
was  with  such  men  that  he  was  rated,  aad  it  was 
then  -that  he  first  became  known  to  the  whole  coun- 
try, and  equally  distinguished  for  his  wisdom  in  coun- 
cil, his  untiring  zeal,  and  his  powerful  and  inspiring 
eloquence.  It  was  the  meridian  of  bis  life,  and  the 
fire  of  his  youth  had  not  subsided;  that  gentler,  per* 
haps  not  less  lofty  strain  of  eloquence  to  which 
we  have  listened  here  in  his  latter  days,  marked 


then  his  efforts,  but  they  had  also  an  added  strength, 
and  energy,  and  point,  that  gave  to  all  he  said  the 
highest  force. 

After  his  retirement  from  his  position  there,  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  and  con- 
tinued to  act  a  valuable  and  distinguished  part  in 
the  councils  of  his  adopted  State.  In  1839, 
ha  was  elected  a  member  of  this  body.  la 
this  station  he  continued  until  1837,  when  he  re- 
signed his  seat— and  was  afterwards  called 
to  the  cabinet  by  the  present  President,  and  was 
again  returned  to  the  Senate  at  the  commencement 
of  this  Congress. 

Of  his  action  here  I  need  not  speak.  Of  one 
thing,  I  think  I  am  certain — he  has  left  no  enemy 
in  this  body,  and  many  warm,  very  warm  and  de- 
voted friends,  who  will  long  cherish  his  memory* 
That  gentle  but  mighty  spirit,  that  could  move  so 
powerfully  upon  others,  has  itself  been  finally  acted 
upon  by  the  Giver  of  all  good;  and  we  are  per- 
mitted to  cherish  the  belief  that  it  now  rests  in  the 
bosom  of  our  Heavenly  Father.  He  was  aware 
of  the  immediate  change  that  was  about  to  trans- 
late him  from  time  to  eternity.  He  contemplated 
it  with  calmness  and  Christian  resignation,  in  the 
humble  hope  that  he  would  be  numbered  among 
the  spirits  of  the  redeemed  made  perfect.  Religion 
bad  smoothed  his  path,  and  made  As  dying  bed 
soft  and  gentle  to  bis  heart  as  the  downy  pillow. 

We  shall  hear  his  voice  no  more,  but  we  will 
cherish  bis  memory— for  his  was  a  spirit  ever 
kind,  noble,  and  bland  as  a  summer's  morning* 
His  eloquence  charmed  and  delighted;  often  con- 
founded, but  never  repelled  the  admiration  of  his 
adversary.  His  friends — his  State — his  whole 
country,  will  deplore  his  death  as  a  public  cala- 
mity. History  will  attest  that  his  life  has  been 
closed  through  a  long  path  of  toil,  of  patriotism,  of 
honor,  and  of  fame. 

Mr.  A*  then  offered  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate,  from 
a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of  respect 
due  to  the  memory  of  the  honorable  Felix  Gruwdt, 
late  a  member  thereof,  will  go  into  mourning,  by 
wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  dafs. 

Resolved;  That, as  an  additional  mark  of  respect 
for  the  memory  of  rhe  honorable  Faux  Grundy, 
the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  and  said,  that  among  the 
number  of  Senators  now  present,  to  whom  a  long 
and  friendly  intercourse  with  our  deceased  brother 
Senator  would  give  the  right  of  seconding  the  mo- 
tion to  confer  honors  upon  his  memory,  he  claimed 
to  be  one,  and  that  on  account  of  a  friendly  inter- 
course between  them  long  before  their  meeting  in 
this  chamber.  Judge  GnuNor,  after  having  at- 
tained the  highest  professional  advancement  in  the 
State  of  bis  first  adoption— after  having  at  an  early 
age  become  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Kentucky — after  having  earned  the  highest  distinc- 
tions of  the  bar  and  of  the  Legislative  body,  amidst 
the  brilliant  competition  of  genius  and  talent  which 
illustrated  that  young  State— -after  achieving  all  air, 
at  that  early  age,  when  many  are  just  commencing 
the  serious  business  of  life,  he  removed  to  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  there  to  recommence  his  distinguished 
professional  career.  This  was  in  the  year  1806* 
My  law  license,  said  Mr.  B.  was  just  then  signed. 
I  was  then  a  briefless  young  lawyer  at  the  Nash- 
ville bar,  and  quickly  had  occasion  to  experience, 
in  the  conduct  of  the  distinguished  new  comer,  the 
generous  and  brotherly  feeling  which,  leads  %$ 
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elder  members  of  the  profession  to  lead  a  helping 
band  to  (he  /onager.  To  bear  lightly  on  the  errors 
of  inexperience — to  aid  with  advice— to  extol  what 
was  praiseworthy — to  encourage  every  honorable 
effort— was  his  conduct  to  me  as  well  as  to  all 
other  beginners  in  the  arduous  career  of  the  law. 
Thus  commenced  our  acquaintance,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  personal  and  political  friendship,  thirty 
four  years  ago;  and  the  friendly  intercourse  then 
began,  has  been  continued  upon  a  higher  and  dif- 
ferent theatre  until  death  has  closed  the  door  upon 
the  progress  of  his  meritorous  and  eventful  life. 
These  circumstances  give  .me  a  righ»,  among 
the  many  who  are  here  and  could  so  justly 
claim  it — they  give  me  a  right  to.  appear 
as  the  second  to  th*  motion  which  has  just 
been  made.  The  Senator  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Anderson,]  the  last  colleague  of  the  de- 
ceased, has  well  portrayed  the  character  of  Judge 
Grcndy— has  well  presented  the  leading  events  of 
his  distinguished  life,  the  high  order  of  bis  talents, 
the  benevolence  of  his  heart,  and  the  amenity  of 
his  manners.  He  has  sketched  the  outline,  with  a 
friendly  and  a  just  baud,  ef  these  events  and  quali- 
ties. To  fill  up  that  outline,  and  to  give  the  details 
of  that  pic'ure  which  be  has  so  beautifully  pre- 
sented, would  require  a  time  and  an  opportunity 
which  the  present  sudden  and  melancholy  occa- 
sion does  nofpreent.  He  has  done  all  which  the 
occasion  permits.  He  has  presented  the  picture 
of  a  good  man,  and  of  a  great  man,  rising  to  emi- 
nence by  the  exercise  of  virtue  and  talents,  and 
dispensing  private  happiness  in  the  family  and 
social  circle,  while  discharging  the  highest  duties 
of  the  jurist*  the  statesman,  and  the  pa- 
triot. He  has  done  more*,  he  has  been  able 
to  present— the  life  of  our  deceased  friend  en- 
abled him  to  present  it — he  has  been  able  to 
crown  the  picture  which  he  has  drawn,  with  that 
feature  without  which  all  human  character 
would  be  imperfect;  he  has  been  able  to  pre- 
sent him  as  a  Christian.  To  this,  said  Mr.  B.  I 
can  have  nothing  more,  on  this  occasion,  to  add; 
and,  therefore,  fulfil  my  purpose  in  rising,  by  se. 
Grading  the  motion  which  has  been  made  to  bestow 
our  last  honors  on  the  memory  of  our  deceased 
brother  Senator,  Judge  Grundy. 

The  resolutions  were  then  unanimously  adopted, 
and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Toe -day,  Dec.  29, 1840. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read, 

Mr.  GIDD1NGS  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vo'-e  by  which,  on  yesterday,  the  Hi  use  had  passed 
the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  payment  of 

NAVY  PENSIONS, 
and  which  contained  an  amendment  repealing  the 
act  of  1837. 

Mr.  REED,  after  some  "preliminary  remarks, 
moved  a  postponement  of  the  subject  until  Tuesday 
next,  in  order  that  the  bill  might  be  printed,  and  an 
opportunity  afforded  to  members  to  examine  it. 

Mr.  F.  THOMAS  hoped  that  the  motion  to  post- 
pone would  not  be  pressed,  as  the  money  appro- 
Jriated  in  the  bill  would  become  due  on  the  first  of 
anuary. 

Mr.  ADAMS  contended  that  the  amendment  re- 
pealing the  act  of  1837  was  an  inconsistency;  for 
while  the  bill  itself  appropriated  money  to  pay 
pensions  under  that  act,  the  amendment  took  away 
the  authority  for  paying  tbem. 

Mr.  REED,  at  the  suggestion  of  several  mem- 
bers, withdrew  the  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  TILLING  HAST  made  some  brief  remarks 
in  relation  to  certain  specific  abuses  which  he  al- 
leged existed  in  the  navy  pension  system. 


Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  had  but  a  word  to  say. 
He  thought,  on  yesterday,  that  he  sgreed  with  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  in  respect  to  this 
law,  and  thought  that  be  was  following  his  friend 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Monro*,]  who  so  eloquent- 
ly spoke  of  the  trust  fund  b*ing  seizttf  upon,  which 
was  set  aside  for  specific  purposes.  He  thought 
he  was  following  these  gentlemen  for  the  repeal  of 
the  law;  for  it  seemed  unjust,  and  as  he  conceived, 
ought  to  be  repealed.  Now  that  act  i$  repealed, 
(said  Mr.  P.)  we  find  gentlemen  win  denounced 
this  law,  speaking  against  its  repeal.  He  could  not 
understand  this  system  of  legislation.  If  there 
were  specific  cases  of  injustice,  a?  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Tilling  hast,] 
let  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs bring  in  a  bill  to  obviate  ihem,  and  be 
would  cheerfully  vote  for  iL  JEIe  believed  that,  to 
preserve  the  navy,  we  must  preserve  its  honor. 

The  law,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts and  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  was 
unjust,  and  Mr.  P.  was  for  its  repeal.  It  was  by 
passing  such  laws  that  we  struck  at  tbe  honor  of 
the  navy,  and  the  House  did  right  in  purging  the 
statute  book  of  the  unjust  law. 

In  case  the  House  should  refuse  to  reconsider  the 
votes  ne  hoped  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee would  bring  in  a  bill  which  would  cover  the 
whole  matter,  and  do  justice  to  widows  and  orphans. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL,  after  a  review  of  the 
origin  of  tbe  navy  pension  laws,  contended  that 
the  law  of  1837  ought  not  to  be  repealed  without 
proper  notice  being  given  to  tbe  persons  receiving 
pensions  under  it.  If  the  House  thought  proper  to 
adopt  a  measure  of  this  kind,  he  thought  at  least 
six  months1  notice  ought  to  bejejven,  as  otherwise  it 
wonld  cause  great  inconvenience. 

Mr.  SHEPARD  then  took  the  floor,  and  was 
proceeding  to  vindicate  his  amendment,  when 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
their  Secretary,  who  presented  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  that  body,  announcing  the  decease 
of  the  Hon.  Felix  Grundy,  a  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee, and  paying  a  tribute  of  respect  to  his  me- 
mory. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  A.  Y.  BROWN  of  Tennessee  rose,  and  in 
a  very  impressive  manner  pronounced  the  follow- 
ing eulogium: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  painful  annunciation  which 
we  have  just  heard,  makes  it  proper  that  I  should 
submit  to  the  House  the  resolutions  which  I  now 
send  to  your  table. 

It  is  true  that  the  deceased,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  was  not  a  member  of  this  House:  but  he 
was  once  a  member  of  it;  and  the  deep  and  ind«. 
lible  impress  of  his  talents  and  patriotism,  whilst 
he  was  here,  the  lapse  of  nearly  thirty  years  has 
not  been  able  to  efface.  What  record  in  our  ar- 
chives does  not  tell  of  his  great  and  invaluable  ser- 
vices, in  1812,  '13,  and  '14,  when  we  declared  and 
prosecuted  with  success  "the  second  war  of  inde- 
pendence," against  the  proudest  and  strong- 
est nation  in  the  world?  The  bold  and 
thrilling  eloquence  with  which  he  "urged  this 
body  te  declare  that  war,  and  the  readi- 
ness with  which  he  voted  for  all  the  supplies,  both 
of  men  and  money,  necessary  to  its  prosecution, 
identified  Mr.  Grundy  with  the  most  illustrious 
patriots  of  that  eventful  period. 

Were  these  his  only  services,  a  Nation's  grati- 
tude might  still  challenge  at  put  hands,  as  well  as 
from  the  body  of  w  aich  he  was  a  member,  some 
tribute  of  respect  to  tbe  memory  of  one  who  was, 
at  that  period,  so  wise  in  council  and  so  eminent  in 
debate. 

His  public  career  commenced  more  than  forty 
years  ago,  in  the  convention  for  revising  the  Con- 
stitution of  Kentucky.  He  was  then  but  twenty* 
one  or  two  years  of  age;  bat  exhibited,  daring  the 


deliberations  of  that  body,  unerring  evidence  of 
his  future  usefulness  and  eminence. 

He  was  afterwards,  for  six  years,  a  distinguished 
and  useful  member  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State; 
losing  nothing,  by  comparison,  with  any  of  those 
eminent  lawyers  and  statesmen  of  which  Kentucky 
has  always  been  so  prolific 

In  1806,  ha  was  elected  one  ef  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  that  State,  and  was  soon  af- 
ter appointed  its  Chief  Justice,  and  discharged  Urn 
duties  with  industry,  impartiality,  and  distinguished 
ability. 

In  the  winter  of  1807-*8,  he  removed  to  Ten- 
nessee, and  for  several  years  devoted  himself  ex* 
clusively  to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which 
he  had  but  few  equals,  and  certainly  no  superiors. 
To  say  this  of  any  one  who  came  in  forensic  col- 
lision with  such  men  as  Joan  Pickehsosj,  Judge 
Haywood,  Jenei*  Wbitssidb,  Judge  Ovnsmw, 
and  in  later  years  with  Judge  Crabb  and  Wiluam 
L.  Brown,  is  no  ordinary  praise.  In  criminal  ju- 
risprudence, even  these  claimed  no  cempettoisbip 
with  him;  but  he  stood  out  in  advance  of  all  others, 
unrivalled  as  an  able,  eloquent,  and  successful  ad- 
vocate. 

He  served  in  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  be- 
ginning in  1819,  about  the  same  length  of  time  he 
had  done  in  that  of  Kentucky — placing  on  her 
statute  besk  some  of  her  most  valuable  laws,  and 
giving  to  her  legislation,  by  his  precepts  and  exam- 
ple, much  of  that  moral  tone  and  liberality  of  prin- 
ciple which  now  distinguishes  it. 

In  1839,  Mr.  Grundy  was  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate,  and  commenced  his  labors  in  thai 
body  with  the  administration  of  General  JaCksc*. 
What  his  services  to  the'  country  have  been  since 
then,  either  as  a  Senator  or  Attorney  General,  is 
too  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  all  to  need  to  be  re- 
peated on  the.  present  occasion.  But  the  furore 
history  of  this  country  (when  that  history  can  be 
written  unbiassed  by  the  party  prejudices  of  the 
day)  cannot  fail  to  award  to  Mr.  Gaukoy  the 
highest  meed  of  praise,  of  having  been  a  safe  and 
discreet  Counsellor,  an  eloquent  and  efficient  Sena- 
tor, and  an  undoubted  Patriot.    . 

The  loss  of  such  a  man,  at  any  time,  mast  be 
felt  by  the  nation.  At  such  a  moment  as  the  pre- 
sent, when  America  stands  in  need  of  all  the  talents 
and  all  the  patriotism  of  all  her  most  gifted  sons 
hit  loss  mast  be  deeply  felt,  and  deeply  mourned' 
To  his  own  State,  that  he  so  dearly  loved,  which 
had  honored  him  so  often,  and  whose  recent  confi- 
dence in  him  I  know  he  was  anxious  to  repay  by 
the  most  devoted  seal  and  fidelity— to  Tennessee,  i 
his  loas  must  be  almost  irreparable.  But,  O  God !  , 
what  must  it  be  to  his  bereaved  family!  Tjgher,  who 
has  been  the  wife  of  his  bosom  from  youth  to  old 
age— from  the  days  of  his  poverty  to  those  of 
wealth  and  of  fame  '.—to  her,  whom  we  (looking  to- 
ward Mr.  Tursey)  so  lately  saw  watching  by  his 
side,  with  such  conjugal  affection,  and  such  Chris- 
tian hope !— what  to  her  must  be  his  loss !  What 
to  his  children !  But  I  forbear:  I  have  no  right  to 
conduct  you  into  "this  house  of  mourning,"  whose 
agonized  inmates  mnst  look  to  no  earthly  source 
for  consolation  in  this  sad  hour  of  their  bereave- 
ment and  sorrow. 

Mr.  BROWN  then  sent  to  the  Chair  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Jfesofsed,  unmimowlf,  That  as  a  testimony  of 
respect  (or  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Faux  Gaovnr, 
late  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales, 
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this  House  will  go  iato  mourning,  and  wear  crape 
for  thirty  day*. 

Mutiitd,  That  as  a  further  mark  of  respect  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  this  House  do  now 
atom. 

Tie  resolations  were  adopted;  and 

Hie  Home  adjourned. 

None — From  the  notice  of  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
TiLuvofusT,  in  relation  to  the  navy  pensions  on 
Friday,  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  was  opposed  to 
the  existing  law  of  1837,  and  for  its  repeal,  Su6h 
was  not  his  intention.  On  the  contrary,  he  op- 
posed the  repeal,  and  spoke  against  entertaining 
the  section  for  its  repeal  as  an  amendment  to  the 
appropriation  bill  under  consideration;  considering 
it  both  irregular  and  unjust.  He  said  if  there  were 
any  specific  abase,  as  some  gentlemen  alleged,  that 
coakl  he  traced  to  that  law,  rather  than  to  other 
and  specific  legislation  or  to  misconstruction,  still 
this  furnished  no  ground  for  a  repeal  of  tbe  whole 
law  in  this  snaimary  mode,  providing  no  substitute, 
whereby  the  bread  would  instantly,  without  notice 
or  preparation,  he  taken  from  the  mouth  of  the  des. 
tkate  widow  and  tbe  orphan  child  of  the  gallant 
men  whose  fund  we  had  taken  as  trustees,  and 
were  bound  to  administer  for  the  purposes  so  dear 
to  their  hearts.  He  referred  to  specific  instances  of 
hardship  and  cruelty,  as  weH  as  as  gross  injustice 
and  impolicy,  which  the  repeat  would  produce,  and 
it  was  to  taese  that  Mr.  Picksns  alluded  in  his  re- 
ply. He  contended  for  a  rtoonsideratio*  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  House  had  repealed  the  act  of 
1837;  having  personally  requested  one  or  two 
friends,  who  had  voted  in  the  majority  to  move  a 
reconsideration;  and  in  the  beginning  and  end  of 
his  remark*,  maintained  that  the  act  of  1837  was 
a  portion  of  a  system  honorable  to  tbe  country, 
andLdoe  to  the  navy,  and  ought  not  to  be  repealed; 
but  if  the  imperfections  or  abuses  existed,  they 
*honld  be  considered  in  the  shape  of  a  separate  bill 
for  their  correction,  which  I  was  led  to  believe  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  would  ere  long  re* 
port.  __ 

IN  SENATE, 
Wedmtsbay,  December  30,  1840. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Department  of  Siate,  in  answer  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  8enate  of  23  i  inst.  directing  the 
Secretary  of  S<ate  to  communicate  to  the  Senate 
me  returns  of  the  eenros  of  this  year,  so  far  a*  re- 
ceived'into  his  office,  giving  only  the  aggregate  of 
the  population  in  each  Slate  or  Territory,  de*ig- 
Bating  the  number  of  whites,  of  free  persons  of  co- 
lor,and  all  other  persons,  in  three  separate  columns, 
and  stating  how  far  the  Returns  are  incomplete  in 
any  Stale  or  Territory;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Ann  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  21st  inst.  requesting  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury townd  to  tbe  Senate  all  the'decumenis  and 
papers  relating  to  the  reports  of  tbe  different  boards a 
of  commissioners  acting  under  the  act  for  the' 
final  adjustment  of  claims  to  hnds  in  the  State  of 
Lovaiana,  approved  'February  6,  1835;  which  was 
refefred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims.  * 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  presented  the  petition  of  John- 
son fL  Rogers;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  heirs  of  Silas  Deane;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH,  the  petition  and 

S pen  of  Warbam  Kingsley,  now  on  file,  were  re- 
rrad  in  the  Committee  on  Pensions.   , 
Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  petition  of  Jamrs 
Williams;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
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ders  of  Hannah  Smith,  now  on  file,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Ltndis,  praying  that  Congress  may  purchase  cer- 
tain pictures;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
large  number  of  citizens  of  Onondaga  county,  N. 
Y.  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  general  bankrupt 
law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciaiy. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WR»GHT,  the  petition  of 
John  Polbemus,  now  on  file,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  f of  the  relief  of  Avery,  Saltmarsh  and  Co. 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of  Mobile, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  B.  and  on  his  mo- 
tion, the  bill,  by  unanimous  consent,  was  considered 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  B.  from  ths  fame  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  making  compensation  to  the  Stale 
of  Maine  for  the  services  of  *her  militia,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  B.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  com- 
panies of  Michigan  militia,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
the  heirs  of  Madam  De  Lusser,  reported  a  bill  for 
their  relief;  which  was  read,  and  otdered  to  a  se* 
com!  reading. 

Mr.  L.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Miguel  Eslava  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  L.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  legal  represents- 
tives  of  Pierre  Bonhomme,  reported  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Maxwell,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gurdon  S.  Hub- 
bard, Robert  A.  Kinsey,  and  others;  which  was 
read,  aad  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  bill  for  the 
equalization  of  the  pay  of  the  army  was  laken  up, 
and  Mr.  P.  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
having  submitted  an  amendment  thereto,  the  bill, 
as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred 
a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  for 
a  change  in  the  mode  of  carrying  the  inail  on  a  cer- 
tain route,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  R.  from  he  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Francis  A.  Harrison;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committre  on  Claims, 
to  which  were  referred  certain  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  settlement  and  payment  of  certain  claims  of 
the  State  of  Alabama;  which^was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  al*o,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, repoited  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Pax- 
ton;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committf  c,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorials  of  John  Pritchett  and  Thomas  C.  Hur- 
dlck;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  BENTON  gave  notice  that,  on  come  conve- 


nient day,  where  there  was  a  general  attendance  of 
Senators,  he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
abolish  the  salt  tax,  and  repeal  the  fishing  bounties. 

Mr.  FULTON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  ndtice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  Nl, for 'the 
relief  of  Samuel  Noma  and  Frederick  Saugrajn, 
of  Arkansas;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

UNIFORM  BANBRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  various  me- 
morials on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill,  fpr  the, es- 
tablishment of  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States;  which  was  rea/I,  and 
order  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  C.  said  this  bill  was  similar  in  sibstance 
with  the  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  at  the  fast 
session.  As  prompt  action  on  the  bill  was  desira- 
ble, be  wished  to  make  such  disposition  of  it  as 
would  enable  tbe  Senate  to  dispose  of  it  at  it*  ear- 
liest convenience.  The  bill  was  then,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  C.  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  7th  of 
January. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  ihe  Committee  on  Pub- 
He  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bid  to  cede 
the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  new  States 
on  certain  conditions  therein  named,  reported  tbe 
same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize 
experiment!  to  be  made  on  the  application  of  steam 
to  harbor  defence. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Enoch 
Evans: 

Mr.  WALKER,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  re- 
linquish to  the  State  of  Mississippi  the  two  per 
cent.twhich  accrued  upon  her  admission  into  the 
Union;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
to  whieh  was  referred 

A  bill  for  creating  a  new  land  district  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  and  for  changing  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  So  nth  west  and  Western  land  district  in 
said  State; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana 
to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  u*e 
of  schools  within  that  State; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee 
to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  use 
of  schools  within  that  State; 

A  bill  to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of 
claims  for  lands  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  east  of 
Pearl  river  and  south  of  the  31st  degree  of  north 
atitude; 
reported  the  Fame  without  amendment. 

Mr.  TALLM ADGE  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution for  consideration: 

Betohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
port to  the  Senate  a  list  of  th?  drafts  drawn  by  the 
Treasury  Department,  or  by  its  onfer,  that-— be 
tween  the  28th  day  of  February,  1639,  and  the  4th 
day  of  July  last,  and  also  since  the  4(Ji  day  of  Jerly 
last— have  been  protested  for  non-p«vm?nt,  or  that 
hive  been  presented  for  payment,  and  remain  un« 
paid;  exhibiting,  in  a  tabular  form,  the  dale  of  sttcH 
draft;  tbe  names  of  the  payees;  the  names  and  of- 
fice of  the  drawee*;  tbe  place  where  payablr;  the 
lime  when  payable;  the  amount;  the  \im*i  when 
presented;  and  the  time  when  protested. 

CHARTER  OF  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON. 
Mr.  MERRICK  submitted  a  motion  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  cause  the  bill  to 
amend  and  continue  in  force  tbe  acts  to  incorpo- 
rate the  inhabitants  of  the  citylof  Washington, 
which  was  some  days  since  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia  to  be  published  in 
the  daily  newspapers  of  the  city.  His  object^ in 
making  the  motion  was  to  give  the  citizens  who 
were  to  much  interested  in  the  matter  an  opportu- 
(  nity  of  examining  the  bill,  and  enable  them  to  sng« 
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gest  such  amendments  to  the  committee  as  they 
might  deem  useful  or  expedient. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  KING,  Mr. 
MERRICK  modified  his  motion,  so  as  to  have  the 
bill  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  is  in  the  following  words: 
A  BILL  to  amend  and  continue  in  force  the  act  to 

incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  State*  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, That  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington shall  continue  to  be  a  body  politic  and  cor- 
porate, by  the  name  of  "the  Mayor,  Board  of  Alder- 
man, and  Board  of  Common  Council  of  the  city 
of  Washington,"  to  be  elected  by  ballot  as  herein- 
after directed;  and  by  their  corporate  name,  may 
sue  and  be  used,  implead  and  be  impleaded,  grant, 
receive,  and  do  all  other  acts,  as  natural  persons, 
and  may  purchase  and  hold  real,  personal,  and 
mixed  property,  or  dispose  of  the  same  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  city;  and  may  have  and  use*  a  city  seal, 
and  break  and  alter  the  same  at  pleasure. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  the  pre- 
sent boards  of  aldermen  and  common  council  shall, 
before  the  last  Monday  in  May  next,  divide  the 
city  into  a  number  of  wards  not  fewer  than  six, 
and  not  exceeding  ten,  in  such  manner,  and  with 
such  manner,  and  with  such  bounds  and  limits,  as 
to  secure  to  each,  as  near  as  may  be,  an  equal  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  said  city. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  elec- 
tion shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  June  next 
for  mayor  of  the  said  city,  to  serve  for  two  years 
from  the  Monday  next  ensuing  his  election;  and 
that  a  similar  election  for  said  officer  shall  be  held 
on  the  first  Monday  in  June  in  every  second  year 
thereafter,  at  the  same  time  and  places  designated 
for  holding  the  elections  for  the  two  boards,  to  serve 
for  the  same  period,  and  until  a  successor  shall  be 
chosen.  The  commissioners  hereinafter  mention- 
ed, shall  make  out  duplicate  certificates  of  the 
election  of  mayor,  and  shall  return  one  to  the 
board  of  aldermen,  and  the  other  to  the  board  of 
common  council,  on  the  Monday  next  ensuing  the 
election,  and  the  person  having  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  votes  shall  be  mayor.  .  But  in  case  two  or 
more  persons,  highest  in  vote,  shall  have  an  equal 
number  of  votes,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
board  of  aldermen  and  the  board  of  common 
council  to  proceed  forthwith,  by  ballot,  in  joint 
meeting,  to  determine  the  choice  between  such  per- 
sons, and  to  elect  one  of  the  same  to  be  mayor. 
v  The  mayor  shall,  on  the  Monday  next  ensuing  his 
election,  before  he  enters  on  the  duties  of  his  office, 
in  the  presence  of  the  boards  of  aldermen  and  com- 
mon council,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be  ad- 
ministered by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  "lawfully  to 
execute  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  the  best  of  his 
skill  and  judgment,  without  favor  or  partia- 
lity." He  shall,  ex  officio,  have*  and  exer- 
cise all  the  powers,  authority,  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Washington,  within  the  said  county. 
He  shall  nominate,  and,  with  the  consent  of  the 
board  of  aldermen,  appoint  to  alt  offices  under  the 
corporation,  except  commissioners  of  election,  and 
may  remove  any  such  officer  from  office  at  bis  will 
and  pleasure.  He  shall  appoint  persons  to  fill  up 
all  vacancies  which  may  occur  during  the  recess  of 
the  board  of  aldermen,  to  hold  such  appointments 
to  the  end  of  the  then  ensuing  session.  Fie  may 
convene  the  two  boards  when,  in  his  opinion,  the 
public  good  may  require  it;  and  he  shall  lay  before 
them,  from  time  to  time,  in  writing,  such  recom- 
mendations of  measures  or  alterations  an  the  laws 
of  the  corporation  as  he  may  deem  necessary  and 
proper.  He  shall  receive  for  his  services,  annu- 
ally, a  just  and  reasonable  compensation,  to  be  al- 
lowed and  fixed  by  the  two  boards,  which  shall 
neither  be  increased  nor  diminished  during  bis  con- 
tinuance in  office.  Any  person,  who  is  a  free 
white  male  citizen  of  the  United  State*,  who  shall 
have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  who 
thai!  have  resided  in  the  city  two  years  immediately 
preceding  his  election,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office 
of  mayor.  In  case  of  the  refusal  of  any  person  to 
accept  the  office  of  mayor  upon  his  election  thereto, 
pi  of  his  death,  resignation,  inability,  or  removal 


from  the  city,  the  said  boards  shall  assemble  and 
elect  another  in  bis  place,  to  serve  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  term,  or  during  sueh  inability. 

S?c.  4.  And  be  U  farther  enacted,  That  the  board 
of  aldermen  shall  be  composed  of  a  number  of 
members  equal  to  the  number  of  wards  into  which 
the  city  may  be  divided,  one  of  whom  shall  be 
elected  by  the  qualified  voters  in  each  ward,  to  re- 
side therein  at  the  time  of  his  election,  and  to  serve 
for  two  years  from  the  Monday  next  ensuing  bis 
election.  The  first  election  for  aldermen  shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Monday  in  June  next,  and  on  the 
same  day  in  the  same  month  every  second  year 
thereafter.  The  board  of  commsn  council  shall 
consist  of  two  members  from  each  ward,  to  be  cho' 
sen  by  the  qualified  voters  in  each,*o  reside  therein 
at  the  time  of  their  election,  and  to  serve  for  one 
year  from  the  Monday  next  ensuing  their  election. 
Tbe  first  election  for  members  of  the  board  of 
common  council  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday 
in  June  next,  and  on  the  same  day  in  the  same 
month  every  year  thereafter.  .  Any  free  white  male 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shalPbave  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  resided  in  the  city 
one  year  immediately  preceding  his  election,  shall 
be  eligible  to  the  board  of  aldermen  or  the  board  of 
common  council.  A  majority  of  each  board  shall 
be  necessary  to  form  a  quorum  to  do  business,  but 
a  less  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day;  they 
may  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in 
such  manner,  and  under  such  penalties,  and  allow 
such  compensation  for  the  attendance  of  the 
members,  as  ibey  may  by  law  provide.  Each 
board  shall  appoint  its  own  president,  who 
shall  preside  during  its .  sessions,  .  and  who 
shah  he  entitled  to  vote  on  all  questions; 
they  shall  settle  their  rules  of  proceedings,  appoint 
their  own  officers,  regulate  their  respective  compen- 
sations, and  remove  them  at  pleasure,  and  may, 
with  the  concurrence  of  three- fourths  of  the  whole, 
expel  any  member  for  disorderly  behavior  or  mal- 
conduct  in  office,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the 
same  offence.  Each  board  shall  keep  a  journal  of 
its  proceedings,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  en- 
tered therein  at  the  request  of  any  member;  and 
their  deliberations  shall  be  public.  All  ordinances 
or  acts,  passed  by  the  two  boards,  shall  be  sent  to 
the  mayor  for  his  approbation,  and  when  approved 
by  him,  shall  be  obligatory  as  such;  but,  if  the 
mayor  shall  not  approve  of  any  ordinance  or  ac\ 
so  sent  to  him,  he  shall  return  the  same  within  five 
days,  with  bis  reasons  therefor  in  writing;  and,  if 
two-thirds  of  both  boards,  on  reconsideration  there- 
of, agree  t*  pass  the  same,  it  shall  be  in  force  in 
like  manner  as  if  he  had  approved  it;  but, .  if  the 
two  boards  shall,  by  their  adjournment,  prevent  its 
return,  the  same  shall  not  be  obligatory.  Each 
board  shall  meet  at  the  council  chamber  on  the  se- 
cond Monday  in  June  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  for  the  despatch  of  business,  and  at  the 
same  hour  on  the  second  Monday  in  June  in  every 
year  thereafter;  and  at  such  other  times  as  the  two 
boards  may,  by  law,  direct. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  elected  in  and  for  each  ward,  by  the  qualified 
voters  resident  therein,  on  the  first  Moniay  in 
June  next,  and  on  the  same  day  in  the  same  month 
every  fourth  year  thereafter,  one  justice  of  the 
peace,  to  serve  for  four  years  from  the  Monday 
next  ensuing  his  election.  Any  free  white  male 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  have  attain- 
ed the  ago  of  twenty-five  years,  and  resided  in  the 
city  one  year  immediately  preceding  his  election, 
shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  one  con- 
stable in  and  for  each  ward  shall  be  elected  by  the 
qualified  voters  resident  therein,  on  the  first  Men- 
day  in  June  next,  and  on  the  same  day  in  the  same 
month  every  year  thereafter,  to  serve  for.  one  year 
from  the  Monday  ensuing  his  election.  Any  free 
white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall 
have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  re- 
sided in  the  city  one  year  immediately  preceding 
his  election,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  con- 
stable. In  case  of  the  resignation,  inability,  death, 
or  removal  from  the  city,  of  any  justice  of  the 
peace  or  constable,  during  the  term  for  which  he 
may  be  elected,  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  a 


new  election  in  the  ward  in  which  such  vacancy 
may  occur,  to  be  held  within  ten  days  from  the 
time  of  its  occurrence. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
free  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  Spates,  who 
shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  year*, 
and  shall  have  resided  in  the  city  of  Washington 
one  year  immediately  preceding  the  election,  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  for  mayor,  members  of  the  board 
of  aldermen,  and  common  council,  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  constables,  and  for  every  other  officer 
authorized  to  be  chosen  at  any  popular  election  un- 
der this  charter.  The  declaration  of  one  credible 
witness,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  as  to  the  citizen- 
ship or  residence  required  asaforesafd^  shall,  in  any 
case  where  objection  is  made  to  the  reception  of  a 
vote,  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  sufficient  proof 
to  entitle  any  citizen  to  vote  at  elections. 

See.  8.  And  be  itfyOhtr  enacted,  That  all  elections 
shall  be  held  under  the  superintendence  of  three 
commissioners  in  each  ward,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
two  boards,  in  joint  meeting,  at  least  ten  days  pre- 
vious to  the  day  of  each  election]  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  commissioners,  so  appointed,  to  give  at 
least  five  days1  previous  notice  of  the  place  in  each 
ward  were  such  elections  are  to  be  held.  Toe  said 
commissioners  shall,  before  they  receive  any  bal- 
lot, severally  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be  ad- 
ministered bv  some  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Washington,  "truly  awd  faithfully  to  re- 
ceive and  return  the  votes  of  such  persona  as  are 
by  law  entitled  to  vote  for  mayor,  members  of  the 
v  board  of  aldermen  and  board  of  common  council, 
justice  of  the  peace  and  constables;  in  their  respec- 
tive wards,  according  to  the  best  of  their  judgment 
and  understanding,  and  not  knowingly  to  receive 
or  return  the  vote  of  any  person  who  is  not  legally 
entitled  to  the  same."  In  a'l  elections,  under  this 
act,  the  polls  shall  be  opened  at  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  be  closed  at  seven  o'clock  in  the 
evening  of  the  same  day.  Immediately  on  closing 
the  polls,  and  before  they  separate,  the  said  com- 
missioners for  each  ward,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  count  the  ballots,  and  make  out,  under  their 
bands  and  seals,  a  correct  return  of  the  persons  hav- 
ing the  greatest  number  of  legal  votes,  respectively, 
together  with  the  number  of  votes  given  to  each  per- 
son voted  for;  and  the  person  having  the  greatest 
number  of  votes,  respectively,  shall  be  duly  elected; 
and,  in  all  cases  of  an  equality  of  votes,  the  com- 
missioners shall  decide  the  choice  by  lots.  The 
said  returns  shall  be  delivered,  to  the  mayor  on  the 
day  succeeding  (he  election,  who  shall  cause  the 
result  of  the  election  to  be  published  in  some  news- 
paper printed  in  the  city  of  Washington.  A  da- 
plicate  return  shall,  together  with  a  list  of  the  persons 
who  voted  at  such  election,  also  be  made,  on  the 
day  succeeding  the  election,  to  the  register  of  the 
city,  who  shall  preserve  and  record  the  same;  and 
shall,  within  two  days  thereafter,  notify  the  ceveral 
persons,  so  returned,  of  their  election.  And  each 
board  shall  judge  of  the  legality  of  ths  elections, 
returns,  and  qualifications,  of  its  own  members,  and 
shall  supply  vacancies  in  its  own  body,  by  caus- 
ing elections  .to  be  heldfto  fill  the  same,  and  ap- 
point commissioners  to  hold  the  same;  and  such 
commissioners  shall  give,  at  least,  five  days*  pre- 
vious public  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  hold- 
ing, public  elections.  Each  of  the  members  of 
either  board  shaH,  before  entering  on  the  duties  of 
his  office,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  "faithfully  to 
execute  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  the  beat  of  his 
knowledge  and  ability,"  which  oath  or  affirma- 
tion shall  be  administered  by  the  mayor  or 
some  justice  for  the  peace  of  the  county,  of 
Washington.  The  said  commissioners  shall, 
also,  make  out* duplicate  returns  of  the  persons 
receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  and  constables,  and  traunmit 
the  same  to  the  mayor,  by  whom  they  shall  respec- 
tively be  commissioned.  In  case  of  an  cquaT  num- 
ber of  votes  for  any  two  or  mbre  candidates  for 
justices  or  constables,  the  commissioners  shall  de- 
cide the  choice  by  lots.  In  case  of  the  death,  resig- 
nation, or  inability  to  reive,  of  any  commissioner 
of  election,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  mayor  to 
make  an  appointment,  in  writing,  to  fill  such  va- 
cancy, which  appointment  shall  be  returned  to  the 
register,  with  the  return  of  such  election.    And  ia 
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case  the  two  beards  shall  neglect  to  appoint  com- 
mesionen  to  hold  the  election  ia  any  ward,  the 
electors  present  at  the  place  of  holding  tbe  election 
in  snch  ward  at  the  time  when  snch  election 
should  commence,  to  the  number  of  ten  or  more, 
may  proceed,  wart**,  to  elect  three  commissioners 
to  hold  soch  election,  who  shall  be  sworn  and  pro- 
ceed in  all  respects  as  if  they  had  been  appointed  by 
the  two  boards  aforesaid. 

Sac  9.  Jhid  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  cor- 
poration aforesaid  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  lay  and  collect  a  poll-tax  upon  every  free 
white  male  citizen  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
or  upward,  not  exceeding  one  dollar  per  annum; 
and  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  upon  (he  real  and  per- 
sonal property  within  the  said  city:  Provided,  That 
no  tax  shall  be  laid  upon  real  pioperty  at  a  higher 
rate  than  three  quarters  of  one  per  centum  on  the 
assessment  valuation  thereof,  except  for  the  special 
purposes  hereinafter  provided;  and  that  no  tax  shall 
be  laid  upon  tbe  wearing  apparel,  or  necessary  tools 
and  implements  used  in  carrying  on  the  trade  or 
occupation  of  any  person,  nor  shatl  the  same  be 
subject  to  distress  and  sale  for  any  tax;  and,  after 
providing  for  all  objects  of  a  general  na'ure,  tbe 
taxes  raised  on  the  assessable  property  in  each 
ward  shall  be  expended  therein,  and  in  no  other, 
10  establish  a  board  of  health,  with  compe- 
tent authority  to  enforce  its  regulations,  and  to  es- 
tablish such  other  regulations  as  may  be  necessary 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  contagious  diseases, 
and  for  the  preservation  of  tbe  health  of  the  city; 
to  prevent  and  remove  nuisances;  to  establish  night 
watches  or  patrols,  and  erect  lamps  in  the  streets; 
to  preserve  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  and 
Anacostia  rivers  adj  fining  the  city;  to  erect,  repair, 
and  regulate  public  wharves,  and  to  deepen  creeks, 
docks,  and  basins;  to  regulate  the  manner  of  erect* 
ing,  and  the  rates  of  wharfage  at  private  wharves; 
to  regulate  the  stationing,  anchorage,  and  mooring 
of  vessel*;  to  provide  for  licensing,  taxing,  and 
regulating  auctions,  retailers,  ordinaries,  and  ta- 
verns, hackney  carriages,  wagons,  carts,  and  drays, 
pawnbrokers,  venders  of  lottery  tickets,  money 
changers,  and  hawkers,  and  pedlars;  to  provide  for 
licensing,  taxing,  regal  at  ing,  or  restraining  theatri- 
cal or  public  shows  and  amosements,  to  restrain  or 
prohibit  tippling-houses,  lotteries,  and  all  kinds  of 
gaming;  to  regulate  and  establish  marke's;  to  erect 
and  repair  bridges;  to  open  and  keep  in  repair 
streets,  avenues,  laner,  alleys,  drains,  an  4  fewer*, 
agreeably  to  the  plan  of  the  city;  to  supply  the  city 
with  water,  to  provide  for  the  safekeeping  of  the 
standard  weights  and  measures  as  fixed  by  Con- 
gress, and  for  the  regulation  of  all  weights  and 
measures  used  in  the  city;  to  regulate  the  sweeping 
of  chimneys,  and  to  fix  the  rates  or  fees  therefor;  to 
provide  for  the  prevention  and  exingui&h- 
ment  of  fires;  to  regulate  the  size  of  bricks 
to  be  made  or  used,  and  provide  for  ths  inspection 
of  lumber  and  other  building  materials  to  be  sold 
in  the  city;  to  regulate,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  tbe  manner  of 
erecting  and  the  materials  to  be  used  in  the  elec- 
tion of  bowses;  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  tobacco, 
flour,  bolter,  and  lard,  in  casks  or  boxes,  and  salted 
provision*;  to  regnlate  the  guaging  of  casks  and 
liquors,  the  storage  of  gunpowder,  and  all  naval 
and  military  stores  not  the  property  of  tbe  United 
State?,  and  the  weight  and  quality  of  bread;  to  im- 
pose and  appropriate  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures, 
for  the  breach  of  their  laws  or  ordinances;  and  to 
provide  for  the  appointment  of  inspectors,  constables, 
and  such  other  tfficers  as  may  be  necessary  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  corporation. 

Sec.  10.  And  hlit  furrier  enacted,  That  the  said 
corporation  shall  to  ve  full  power  and  authority  to 
lay  taxes  on  particular  wank,  parts,  or  sections  of 
the  city,  for  their  particular  local  improvement;; 
and,  upon  application  of  the  owners  of  mote  than 
one-half  of  tbe  property  upon  any  portion  of  a 
street,  to  cause  the  curb  stones  to  be  set,  and  the 
footways  to  be  paved,  on  such  portion  of  a  street, 
and  to  lay  a  tax  on  such  property  to  the  amount  oi 
the  expense  thereof:  Provided,  That  «uch  tax  snail 
not  exceed  three  dollars  per  front  foot;  and,  upon 
a  like  application,  to  cau*e  the  carriage  way  of  any 
portion  of  a  street  to  be  paved,  or  lamps  to  be 
erected   thereon,  and  light  the  same,  and  lay 


a  tax  not  exceeding  the  whole  expense  thereof, 
in  doe  proportion,  on  the  lots  fronting  on  such 
portion  of  a  street;  and  also  to  impove  an 
addition  or  interest  on  the  amounts  of  any 
such  taxes,  not  exceeding  ten  per  centum  per  an- 
num, when  the  same  shall  not  have  been  paid 
within  thirty  days  after  the  Fame  shall  have  be- 
come dae.  The  said  corporation  shall  also  have 
power  and  authority  to  provide  for  the  establish- 
ment and  superintendence  of  public  schools,  and  to 
endow  the  same;  to  establish  and  erect  hospitals  or 
pest-houses,  watch  and  work  houses,  booses  of 
correction,  penitentiary,  and  other  public  buildings, 
and  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  for  the  expenses  there- 
of; to  regnlate  party  or  other  walls  and  fences,  and 
to  determine  by  whom  the  same  shall  be  kept  in 
repair,  to  cause  new  alleys  to  be  opened  through 
the  squares,  and  te  extend  those  already  laid  out, 
upon  the. application  of  the  owners  of  more  than 
one-half  the  property  in  each  squares:  Provided, 
That  the  damages  which  may  accrue  thereby  to 
any  individual  or  individuals  shall  be  first  ascer- 
tained by  a  jury,  to  be  summoned  and .  empanelled 
by  tbe  marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia  (and  it 
is  hereby  made  his  duty  to  summon  and  empanel 
tbe  same,  in  all  such  cases,  upon  application  to 
him,  in  writing,  by  the  mayor  of  the  city,)  and  such 
damages  to  be  paid  by  the  corporation;  the  amount 
thereof,  and  the  expenses  accruing,  shall  be  levied 
in  due  proportion  upon  tbe  individuals  whose  pro- 
perty oh  such  square  shall  be  benefited  thereby, 
and  collected  as  other,  taxes  are;  to  occupy  and 
improve  for  public  purposes,  by  and  with  the 
consent  of  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States,  any 
part  of  the  public  and  open  spaces  and  squares 
in  said  city,  not  interfering  with  any  private 
rights;  to  regulate  the  admeasurement  and  weight 
by  which  all  articles  brought  into,  the  city  for 
sale  shall  be  disposed  of;  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  appraisers  and  measurers  of  builders1 
work  and  materials,  and  also  of  wood,  coal,  grain, 
and  lumber;  to  restrain  and  prohibit  the  nightly  and 
ether  disorderly  meetings  of  slaves,  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes,  by  imprisonment,  not  exceeding  six 
months  for  any  one  offence;  and  to  ponish  such 
slaves  by  whipping,  not  exceeding  forty  stripes, 
or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months  for 
any  one  offence;  and  to  punish  free  negroes  and 
mnlattoes,  by  penalties  not  exceeding  twenty  dol- 
lars for  any  one  offence;  and  in  case  of  inability  of 
any  such  free  negro  or  mulatto  to  pay  any  such 
penalty  and  cost  therein,  to  cause  him,  or  her,  (o 
be  confined  to  labor  for  any  time  not  exceeding  six 
calender  months;  to  cause  all  vagrants,  idlers,  or 
disorderly  persons,  all  persons  of  evil  life  or  ill 
fame,  and  all  sue  h  as  have  no  visible  means  of 
support,  or  are  likely  to  become  chargeable  to  the 
corporation  as  paupers,  or  are  found  begging  or 
drunk  in  or  about  the  street,  or  loitering  in  or 
about  tippling-houses,  or  who  can  show  no  reason- 
able cause  of  business  or  employment  in  the  ciry, 
an  1  all  suspicions  persons  who  have  no  fixed  place 
of.  residence,  or  who  canot  give  a  good  account 
of  themselves,  all  eaves-droppers  and  night- 
walkers,  all  who  shall  be  guilty  of  open  pro- 
fanity or  grossly  indecent  language  or  behavior 
publicly  in  the  streets,  all  public  prostitutes  and 
such  as  lead  a  notoriously  lewd  or  lascivious 
course  of  life,  and  all  such  as  keep  public  gam- 
i'.g- tables  ot  gaming-houses,  to  give  security 
for  their  good  behavior,  and  to  indemnify  the  city 
against  any  charge  for  their  support;  and  in  case 
of  their  refusal  or  inability  to  give  such  security, 
to  cause  them  to  be  confined  to  tabor  until  such  se- 
curity shall  be  given,  not  exceeding  however  one 
year  at  a  time;  but  if  they  Jhall  be  found  again  of- 
fending, the  like  proceedings  may  be  again  had; 
and  from  time  to  time,  so  often  as  may  bei.neces*a- 
ry  to  enforce  the  departure  of  such  vagrants  and 
paupers  as  may  come  into  the  city  to  reside,  unless 
they  shall  give  ample  security  that  they  will  not  be- 
come chargeable  on  the  corporation  for  their  sup- 
port; to  provide/for  the  binding  out,  as  apprentices, 
of  poor  orphan  children,  and  the  children  of  drunk- 
ards, vagrants,  and  paupers;  to  prescribe  the  terms 
and  conditions  upon  which  free  negroes  and  mn- 
lattoes may  reside  in  the  city;  to  take  care  of,  and 
regulate,  burial  grounds;  to  provide  for  the  regis- 
tering of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages;  to  punish 


corporeally  any  colored  servant  or  slave,  for  a 
breach  of  any  of  their  laws  or  ordinances,  unless 
the  owner  or  holder  of  such  servant  or  slave  shall 
pay  the  fine  in  such  cases  provided;  and  to  pass  all 
laws  which  shall  be  deemed  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  powers  vested  by 
this  act  in  the  said  corporation  or  its  officers. 

Sic.  11.  JStnibeit  further  enacted,  That  the  mar- 
shal of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  receive  and 
safely  keep  within  the  jail  for  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, at  the  expense  of  the  said  corporation,  all 
persons  committed  thereto,  under  or  bv  authority  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act.  And  in  ail  cases  when 
suit  shall  be  brought  before  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
for  the  recovery  of  any  fine  or  penalty  arising  or 
incurred  for  a  breach  of  any  law  or  ordinance  of 
the  corporation,  execution  shall  and  may  be  issued 
as  in  all  other  cases  of  small  debts. 

S?c,  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  real  pro- 
perty, whether  improved  or  nnimproved,  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  on  which  two  or  more  years'  taxes 
shall  have  remained  doe  and  unpaid,  or  on  which 
any  special  tax,  imposed  by  virtue  of  authority  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  have  remained 
unpaid  for  two  or  more  years  after  the  same 
shall  have  become  due,  or  so  much  thereof,  not 
less  than  a  lot,  (when  the  property  upon  which  the 
tax  has  accrued  is  not  less  than  that  quantity,)  as 
may  be  necessary  to  pay  any  such  taxes,  with  ail 
legal  costs  and  charges  arising  thereon,  may  be  sold 
at  public  sale  to  satisfy  the  corporation  therefor: 
Provided,  That  public  notice  of  jht  time  and  place 
of  the  sale  of  all  real  property,*  for  taxes  due  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington,  shall  be 
given  in  all  cases  hereafter,  by  advertisement  in- 
serted in  some  newspaper  published  in  said  city, 
once  in  each  week,  for  at  least  twelve  successive 
weeks,  in  which  advertisements  shall  be  stated  the 
number  of  the  square  or  squares,  the  number  of 
the  lot  or  lots,  (if  the  square  has  been  divided  into 
lots,)  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persons 
to  whom  the  same  may  be  assessed  on  the 
books  of  the  corporation  at  the  time  of  soch 
advertisement,  the  amount  of  the  tax  due  on 
each  square  or  lot,  the  period  for  which  the 
same  shall  be  due,  and  the  aggregate  amount 
of  taxes  due  on  alt  real  property  assessed,  in 
tbe  name  of  the  same  person  or  persons ;  but 
when  a  whole  square  is  assessed  to  the  same  person 
or  persons,  though  divided  into  lets,  it  may  be  as- 
sessed and  advertised  as  if  the  same  was  not  di- 
vided. And  no  sale  of  real  property  for  taxes 
hereafter  made,  shall  be  impaired  or  voiJ  by  rea- 
son of  such  property  not  being  assessed  or  adver- 
tised in  the  name  or  names  of  the  lawful  owner  or 
owners  thereof:  Provided,  Tne  same  shall  be  ad- 
vertised as  above  directed,  or  by  reason  of  tbe 
amount  of  taxes  due  thereon  not  bring  correctly 
stated.  The  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  any  such 
property  shall  pay,  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  the 
amount  of  the  taxes  due  on  the  property  so  pur- 
chased by  him,  her,  or  them,  respectively,  with  the 
amount  of  the  expenses  of  sale;  and  be,  she,  or 
they,  shall  pay  the  residue  of  the  purchase  money, 
within  ten  days  after  the  expiration  ot  two  years 
from  the  day  of  s*!e,  to  the  collector  of  taxes,  or 
other  officer  of  the  corporation  authorized  to  receive 
the  same;  and  the  amount  of  said  residue  shall  be 
placed  in  the  city  treasury,  where  it  shall  remain, 
subject  to  the  order  of  the  original  proprietor  or 
proprietors,  his,  her,  or  their  legal  representatives; 
and  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  shall  receive  a  title 
in  fee  simple,  in  and  to  the  lot  or  lo's  so  sold  and 
purchased,  under  th»  hand  of  the  mayor  and  tbe 
seal  of  tbe  corporation,  which  shall  be  deemed  good 
and  valid  in  law  and  equity:  Provided,  nevertheless, 
That  if,  within  two  years  from  the  day  of  any 
such  sale,  or  be  for*  such  purchaser  or  purcaa-" 
sers  snail  have  paid  the  res.due  of  the  'purchase 
mon-y,  as  aforesaid,  the  proprietor  or  pro- 
prietors of  any  property  which  shall  have  been  sold 
as  afore- 1  id,  his,  her,  or  their  heirs,  agents,  or  legal 
representatives,  shall  repay  to  such  purchaser  or 
purchasers  the  monoys  paid  for  the  taxes  and  ex- 
penses as  aforesaid,  together  with  the  per  centum 
per  annum,  as  interest  thereon,  or  make  a  tender 
thereof,  or  shall  deposite  the  same  in  the  bands  of 
the  mayor  of  the  city,  or  other  officer  of  the  corpo- 
ration appointed  to  receive  the  same,  fpr  tbe  use  of 


•8 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


.Mh  purchaser  or  purchasers,  and  subject  to  the 
order  of  his,  htr,  or  their  heirs  or  legal  representa- 
tives, of  which  each  purchaser  or  purchasers,  his, 
her,  or  their  heirs  or  legal  representatives,  shall  be 
immediately  informed,  by  notice  in  some  newspa- 
per printed  in  the  city  of  Washington,  or  other- 
wise, he,  she,  or  they,  shall  be  reinstated  in  his, 
her,  pr  their  original  right  and  title,  as  if  no  such 
sale  had  been  made.  And  if  any  such  purchaser 
shall  fail  tt>4»ay  die  residue  of  the  purchase  money, 
as  Aforesaid,  within  the  time  required  by  this  sec- 
tion, for  any  property  so  purchased  by  him,  he  shall 
piy  ten  par  centum  for  annum  as  interest  thereon, 
•and  in  addition  to  such  residue,  to  be  computed 
ftom  the  expiration  of  the  two  years,  as  aforesaid, 
until  the  actual  payment  of  such  residue,  and  the 
receiving  of  a  conveyance  from  the  corporation; 
and  the  said  interest  shall  alike  be  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  original  proprietor  or  proprietors, 
as  the  residue  of  the  purchase  money,  as  afore- 
said: Provided,  otto,  That  no  sales  shall  be  made, 
in  pursuance  of  this  section,  of  any  improved 
real  property,  where  there  is  personal  property 
of  sufficient  value  to  pay  the  said  taxes;  and  that 
minors,  mortgagees*  or  others,  having  equitable  or 
real  property,  which  property  shall  be  sold  for 
taxes,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  one  year  after 
each  minors  coming  to,  or  being  of,  full  age,  or 
after  such  mortgagees  and  others,  having  equitable 
interests,  obtaining  possession  of,  or  a  decree  for, 
the  *ale  of  such  property,  to  redeem  the  property 
so  sold  from  the  .purchaser  or  purchasers,  his,  her, 
or  their  assignees,  or  paying  the  amount  of  pur- 
chase.money  so  paid  therefor,  with  ten  per  centum 
interest  thereon,  as  aforesaid,  and  all  the  taxes  that 
nave  been  paid  thereon  by  the  purchaser,  or  his  as- 
signs, between  the  day  of  sale  and  the  period  of 
such  redemption,  with  the  ten  per  centum  interest 
on  the  amount  of  such  taxes,  and  also  the  foil 
▼aloe  of  the  improvements  which  may  have  been 
made  or  erected  on  such  property,  by  the  purcha- 
ser, or  his  assigns,  while  the  same  was  in  his,  her, 
or  their  possession:  And  provided,  moreover,  That 
where  the  estate  of  the  tenant  in  default,  as  for 
years  or  for  life  or  lives,  shall  be  sufficient  to  defray 
( the  taxes  chargeable  thereupon,  such  estate  only 
'  shall  be  liable  to  be  sold  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act. 

Sac.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  collector  or  other  officer  (duly  au- 
thorized) to  postpone,  after  such  advertisement,  the 
sale  of  any  property  advertised  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  foregoing  section,  to  any  future 
day,  for  the  want  of  bidders,  he  giving  public  no- 
tee  of  such  postponement,  and  the  sale  made  at 
such  postponed  time  shall  be  equally  valid  as  if 
made  on  the  day  stated  in  the  advertisement. 

Skc*  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  per- 
son or  persons  appointed  to  collect  any  tax  imposed 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  granted  by  this  act,  shall 
have  authority  to  collect  the  same  by  distress  and 
sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  persons  charge- 
able therewith;  but  no  such  sale  shall  be  made 
unless  ten  days'  previous  notice  thereof  be  given  in 
some  newspaper  printed  in  the  city  of  Washington. 
And  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  assembly  of 
Maryland  now  in  force  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, relating  to  the  right  of  replevying  personal 
properly  taken  in  execution  for  public  taxes,  shall 
apply  to  all  cases  of  personal  property  taken  by 
distress  to  satisfy  taxes  imposed  by  virtue  of  this 
act. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all 
cases  of  sales  of  real  property  for  taxes  dae  the 
said  corporation,  when  such  sale  shall  not  have 
been  made  according  to  law  and  void,  it  thall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  corporation  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  purchaser  or  other  person  enti- 
tled under  him,  to  refund,  and  pay  to  such  person 
or  persons  the  amount  paid  by  him  or  them,  on  ac- 
count of  such  purchase,  and  also  the  subsequent 
fixes  accrued  and  paid  on  the  said  property,  and 
to  re-assess  the  amount  of  taxes  so  refunded  on  the 
property  on  which  the  same  shall  have  accrued, 
which  shall  be  collected  in  the  manner  as  provided* 
by  law  for  the  collection  of  other  taxes,  at  any 
time  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  after  the 
•ante  shall  be  so  re-assessed. 

Bag.  1&  And  fe  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall 


be  lawful  for  the  said  corporation  where  there  shall  J 
be  a  number  of  lots  assessed  to  the  same  person  or 
persons,  to  sell  one  or  more  of  such  lots  for  the 
taxes  and  expenses  due  on  the  whole;  and  also  to 
provide  for  the  sale  of  any  part  of  a  lot  for  the  taxes 
and  expenses  due  on  the  said  lot  or  other  lots  as- 
sessed to  the  same  person  as  may  appear  expe* 
dient,  according  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
the  said  corporation  may  prescribe. 

Sac.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  levy 
court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  shall  not  possess  the  power  of  assess- 
ing any  tax  on  property  in  the  city  of  Washington; 
nor  shall  the  corporation  of  the  said  city  be  obliged 
to  contribute  in  any  manner  toward  the  expenses  or 
expenditures  of  said  court,  except  for  the  one  half 
part  of  the  expenses  incurred  on  account  of  the 
orphans'  court,  the  office  of  the  coroner,  the  jail  of 
the  said  county,  and  the  opening  and  repairing  of 
roads  in  the  county  of  Washington,  east  of  Rock 
creek,  leading  directly  t  >  the  city  of  Washington, 
but  the  said  corporation  shall  have  the  sole  control 
and  management  of  the  bridge  over  Rock  creek  at 
the  termination  of  K  street  north;  and  shall  be 
chargeable  with  the  expense  of  keeping  the  same  in 
repair  and  rebuilding  it  when  necessary. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court  and  the  register  of  wills  for  the 
county  of  Washington,  respectively,  shall  furnish 
the  register  of  the  city  or  other  officer  of  the  corpo- 
ration appointed  to  receive  the  same,  on  or  about 
the  first  Monday  in  January  and  July  in  every 
year,  correct  lists  of  the  transfers  of  real  pror erty 
in  the  city  daring  the  next  preceding  half  year,  so 
far  as  can  be  ascertained  by  the  records  in  their  re- 
spective offices;  and  the  said  corporation  shalL 
make  to  the  said  clerk  and  register  of  wills  such 
compensation  therefor  as  shall  be  agreed  on  between 
the  respective  (parties,  not  exceeding  six  cents  for 
each  transfer  on  such  lists. 

Sxc.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Public  lluildinos,  or  other  person 
appointed  to  superintend  the  United  States  disburse- 
ments in  the  city  of  Washington,  shall  reimburse 
to  the  said  corpoiation  a  just  proportion  of  any  ex- 
pense which  may  hereafter  be  incurred  in  laying 
open,  paving,  or  otherwise  improving  any  of  the 
streets  or  avenues  in  front  of,  or  adjoining  to,  or 
which  may  pass  through  or  between  any  of  the 
public  squares  or  reservations,  which  proportion 
shall  be  determined  by  a  comparison  of  the  length 
of  the  front  or  fronts  of  the  said  squares  or  re- 
servations of  the  United  States  on  any  such  street 
or  avenue,  with  the  whole  extent  of  the  two 
sides  thereof;  and  he  shall  cause  the  curb  stones 
to  be  set,  and  footways  to  be  paved,  on  the  side 
or  sides  of  any  sach  street  or  avenue  when- 
ever the  said  corporation  shall,  by  law,  direct  such 
improvements  to  be  made  by  the  proprietors  of 
the  lots  on  the  opposite  side  of  any  such  street  or 
avenue;  or  adjacent  to  any  such  square  or  reserva- 
tion; and  he  shall  cauBe  the  footways  to  be .  paved, 
and  the  curb  stones  to  be  set,  in  front  of  any  lot  or 
lots  belonging  to  the  United  States,  when  the  like 
improvements  shall  be  ordered  by  the  corporation 
in  front  of  the  lots  adjoining,  or  squares  adjacent 
thereto;  and  he  shall  defray  the  expenses  directed 
by  this  section  out  of  any  moneys  arising  from  the 
sale  of  lots  in  the  city  of  Washington  belonging  to 
the  United  State?,  and  from  no  Other  fund. 

Sac.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  may- 
or, the  members  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  the 
members  of  the  board  of  common  council,  and  the 
other  officers  of  the  corporation,  in  office  at  this 
time,  shall  and  may  continue  as  such  until  the  se- 
cond Monday  in  June  next. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  cor- 
poration of  the  city  of  Washington  shall  not  have 
power  to  contract  any  debt  for  which  the  property 
of  the  citizens  shall  be  mortgaged  or  held  in  Hen, 
of  the  public  property  pledged  for  the  payment  of 
the  same,  without  a  previous  sanction  thereof  by 
the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  legalized  voters'  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  to  be  ascertained  by  an 
advertised  poll,  by  ballot,  to  be  holden  at  the  usual 
places  of  holding  elections  for  city  officers. 

Sec.  S3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  cor- 
poration shall  have  no  power  to  issue,  or  authorize 
to  be  issued,  any  bills  of  credit,  or  promissory  notes. 


which  shall  pass  as  a  currency  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  or  elsewhere. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  th»  act 
shall  continue  in  force  for  and  during  the  term  of 
ten  years,  and  no  longer;  but  Congress  may,  at 
any  time,  alter,. modify,  amend,  or  repeal,  the  same. 
Aad  all  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  ordinances,  or  parts 
of  ordinances,  inconsistent  with  any  of  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 
BILLS  PASSED. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Lemuel  White; 

A  kill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Barnes,  widow 
of  Elijah  Barnes; 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  David  Waller; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Collins; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bassett; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Richard  T.  Banks,  of  the  State  of  Arkansas; 

A  bill  to  author:  ze  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ad- 
just and  pay  to  Benjamin  Murphy,  of  Arkansas, 
the  value  of  his  corn,  cattle,  and  hogs,  taken  by 
the  Cherokee  Indians  in  the  month  of  December, 
1828; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joab  Seely; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  procure,  steam  vessels  for  the  revenue  ser- 
vice; 

A  bill  allowing  drawback  on  foreign  merchandise 
exported  in  the  original  packages  to  Chihuahua  and 
Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico; 

A  bill  to  amend  aa  act  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  S'ate  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  tnd 
to  settle  the  elaims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropri. 
ated  lands  within  the  same,  "passed  the  18th  day 
of  April,  1806; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Rathbone; 

A  bill  further ^o  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  taking  the  sixth  census  or  eaumera> 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,"  ap- 
prove.! March  3, 1839; 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  complete 
the  removal  of  the  raft  of  Red  river,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Selma  and  Tennes- 
see Railroad  Company; 
were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  Board  of  Commissioners 
to  hear  and  exanvne  claims  against  the  United 
States,  coming  up  on  its  third  reading- 
Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose 
this  bill,  though,  as  he  understood  it,  it  was  one  of 
the  most  pernicious  acts  ever  passed;  he  had  ex- 
pressed his  view  of  its  character  on  former  occa- 
sions, and  he  would  now  content  himself  with  ask- 
ing that  the  question  upon  it  be  taken  by  the  ayes 
and  noes. 

The  ayes  and  noes  having  been  ordered, 

Mr.  HENDERSON  concurred  with  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  that  this  was  a  pernicious  bill, 
and  he  expressed  his  intention  to  vote  against  it, 

Mr.  M ANGUM  said,  had  as  was  the  bill  in  it- 
self, it  also  involved  a  profound  chttpge  in  the 
practice  on  private  claims;  and  as  there  were  some 
Senators  who  were  not  on  the  floor  during  the  dis- 
cussions on  this  subject  at  previous  sessions,  he 
asked  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Hub- 
bard]  to  permit  this  bill  to  lie  on  the  table,  to  give 
the  new  senators  an  opportunity  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  it.  The  subject  was  an  important 
one;  it  involved  a  principle  which  profoundly  af- 
fected the  rights  of  the  Government  and  the  rights 
of  individuals;  and  though  it  had  been  much  dis- 
cussed at  previous  sessions,  for  the  reason  he  had 
giveo,  he  hoped,  for  the  preset,  it  would  be  laid 
on  the  table.  • 

Mr.  HUBBARD  was  about  to  make  the  same 
motion  when  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
rose,  who  had  uniformly  been  opposed  to  it  from 
the  commencement.  The  Senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina viewed  it  in  a  different  light  than  be  (Mr. 
Hubbard)  did,  and  that  opinion  he  LMr.  Calhoun] 
had  expressed  heretofore,  as  ho  had  done  this  day; 
but  his  (Mr.  Hubbard's)  opinion  was,  that  if  it 
should  pass,  as  it  had  dene  at  the  two  last  sessions, 
it  would  be  found  in  its  operation  to  be  a  greit 
saving  to  the  Government,  and  afro  to  the  honest 
claimant,  and  that  it  would  t*  found  to  be  opposed 
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to  those  claims  which  had  no  light  ia  themselves 
to  be  granted.  He  was  aware  of  the  necessity  for 
some  general  legislation  of  this  kind,  and  be  was 
rare  that  if  the  Senator  from  Sooth  Carolina  had 
(erred  as  a  member  of  the  committee  with  him, 
(Mr.  Hqbbabd.)  he  would  have  come  to  a  different 
conelasion  than  he  had  done.  Being  desirous  that 
it  should  .lie  on  the  table  until  it  could  be  exa- 
mined by  the  new  Sena  tors,  and  its  objtct  ascertain- 
ed, he  would  renew  the  motion  to  effect  that  ob- 
ject 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  also  desired  that  it  should 
be  laid  on  the  table,  as  he  was  desirous  to  examine 
tnebilL 

Mr.  LINN  said  this  bill  had  passed  at  the  last 
three  ox  four  sessions,  if  he  recollected  right,  when 
it  was  full j  diatussed,  besides  being  four  times  re- 
ported on— 4wice  by  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and 
twice  by  the  Judiciary  Committees  be  was  there- 
fore surprised  to  find  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Calhoun] 
objecting  to  it  again,  as  he  had  dose  year  after  year, 
and  especially  as  tbatjionorable  Senator  had  not 
offered  any  measure  as  a.  substitute.  He  (Mr. 
Lnm)  would  rote  for  any  measure  that  would  do 
more  justice  to  the  private  claimant,  for  no  system 
could,  by  any  possibility,  be  worse  than  the  pre- 
sent. Of  this  he  was  convinced  by  their  legisla- 
tion* and  he  regretted  that  honorable  Senators  had 
not  seen  the  distress  of  the  widows  and  children 
of  land  claimants,  occasioned  by  the  delay  in  the 
disposal  of  their  claims;  for  he  was  sure,  if  they  had, 
they  would  give  to  this  subject  that  disposal  which 
would  lead  to  a.  speedier  determination  of  private 
claims,  while  a  due  regard  was  not  only  paid  to 
the  rights  of  the  citizen,  bat  to  the  nation  at  large. 
He  was  aaderstood  to  say  that  from  1,500  to  9,000 
bills  of  this  description  were  reported  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  during  the  laststssion;  and  he 
had  himself  reported  a  bill  six  years  ego,  which 
had  not  been  acted  on  yet  He  did  not  charge 
neglect  of  duty  on  any  one-,  but  he  was  satisfied 
that,  in  the  first  place,  this  body  was  two  large  and 
too  transient,  and  in  the  next  place,  that  it  was 
too  political.  The  questions  involved  in  these  claims 
were  sometimes  of  an  abstruse  character,  and  it 
required  time 'to  acquire  such  a  knowledge  of  and 
acquaintance  with  them  as  was  necessary;  but 
how  often  did  it  follow,  that,  when  this  knowledge 
was  obtained,  Senators,  who  held  the  doctrine  of 
the  fight  of  instruction,  resigned  their  seats,  and 
others  came  in  who  had  to  pursue  the  same  course 
of  inquiry?  For  his  part,  his  profession,  as  well 
as  his  habits  of  thought,  led  him  to  look  at  and 
regard  individual  suffering;  but  the  other  side  ap- 
peared to  act  like  the  soldier  on  the  field  of  battle, 
who  treads  on  friends  or  foes  in  the  pursuit  of  his 
object.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  might 
pursue  his  course  of  opposition;  he  (Mr.  Linn) 
should  pursue  a  different  course. 

Mr.    CALHOUN   bad   no   intention    to  de- 
bate this  question  when  he  called  for  the  ayes 
and   noes;   and  he  submitted  to  gentlemen   op- 
'  pestle,   whether    it  was    proper  that    this  bill 
should  be  laid  on  the  table,  after  a  debate  on  one 
side  only.    If  gentlemen  were  desirous  of  a  discus- 
aoo,  he  flnTr.  Calhoum)  was  prepared  to  go  into  it. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  system  proposed  by  this 
bill  was  not  only  worse  than  the  existing  sjstem, 
but  infinitely  uorse — that  it  was  the  worst  that 
could  be  devised.     The  Senator  fiom  Missouri 
[Mr.  Linn]  had  expressed  his  surprise  that  he  (Mr. 
.  Calhoon)  had  proposed  nothing  as  a  substitute. 
Now,  had  he  not  again  and  again  made  proposi- 
tions in  that  chamber^  nd  had  not  the  8enaior  irom 
Ohio  [Mr.  Tappan]  proposed  that  this  body  should 
adopt  some  such  rule  as  was  adopted  by  all  judicial 
bodies,  to  regulate  cases  of  this  description,  and  to 
put  a  limit st ion  to  these  application  1   Bat,  to  show 
the  evil  of  the  existing  system,  the  claims  migKt  be 
decided  a  hundred  times,  and  jet  they  might  be  re- 
newed from  time  to  time.    Now  there  ought  not  to 
be  this  perpetual  renewal  of  these  claims;  but  a 
claim  twice  presented  and  twice  rejected  should  not 
have  another  hearing,  unless  on  the  allegation 
of  new   testimony   thai  was  believed  to  be  im- 
portant to  the  cafe.    He  bad  made  proportions 
on  other  occasions  to  remedy  these  evils,  and  to 
facilitate  the  disposal  of  the  increasing  business 
from  the  new  States,  which  would  have  diminish- 


ed the  private  business  at  least  one -third,  if  the 
proposition  had  been  adopted.  Now,  without  go- 
ing into  the  merits  of  the  present  bill,  he  desired  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  fact  that  it 
proposed  to  create  two  commissioners,  with  power 
vastly  superior  to  that  held  by  the  Judges  of  the 
Sapreme  Court— two  men  who,  though  members 
of  Congress  were  not  to  be  permitted  to  be  solici- 
tors before  them,  yet,  as  the  board  would  beheld 
hereio  Washington,  and  as  the  commissioners 
were  to  be  removable  by  the  Executive  at  any  mo- 
ment, an  improper  influence  might  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  them,  and  they  would  not  be  indepen- 
dent men.  Again;  there  was  no  proposed  limita- 
tion of  the  cases  of  which  they  were  to  dispose. 
Now  such  a  tribunal  never  was  known  in  this  or 
any  other  country.  If  it  decided  against  the  United 
States,  its  decision  was  final;  but  if  against  the 
claimant,  the  door  remained  open  to  petition 
again  and  again,  and  the  result  would  be 
that  the  claims  would  be  renewed  perpetually, 
as  they  had  been  hitherto.  They  would  have, 
too,  the  claims  for  the  fat  millions  ef  French 
spoliations  of  forty  years'  standing,  if  there 
were  no  limitation  to  the  powers  of  these  com- 
missioners; and,  therefore,  he  was  opposed  to  this 
bill  on  principle;  he  was  opposed  to  it  on  the  prin 
eiple  of  expediency;  he  was  opposed  to  it  in  every 
view  in  which  it  could  be  presented.  But 
he  did  not  now  wish  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the 
bill;  be  was  disposed  to  let  it  go  without  remark, 
but  he  could  not  consent  to  do  so  if  geotlemen  rose 
there,  one  after  another,  to  make  speeches  for  the 
purpose  of  forestalling  public  opinion. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  was  disposed,  too,  to  let  the  bill 
go,  for  be  bad  heard  precisely  the  same  arguments 
urged  the  last  three  years  that  were  urged  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carotins;  notwithstanding 
which,  the  bill  had  received  the  favorable  action  of 
several  past  sessions.  He  was  very  willing  that 
vrtry  Senator  should  have  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine the  subject;  and  if  no  other,  gentleman  de- 
sired to  make  further  remarks,  he  would  again 
move  that  this  bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LINN  did  not  recollect  any  such  proposition 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  for  a  better 
system;  and  he  then  discussed  some  of  the  details  of 
the  existing  practice,  and  again  expressed  his  opi- 
nion that  this  body  was  too  political  for  the  proper 
disposal  of  the  business  arising  ont  of  these  private 
claims.  When  the  Treasury  was  full,  there  was 
felt  to  be  less  obstruction  than  when  the  fountain 
was  dried  up,  when  there  appeared  to  be  not  only 
an  unwillingness  to  examine  them,  but  a  desire  to 
let  them  go  over  to  the  next  session,  or  to  some  fu- 
ture time.  He  was  not  sure  that  he  was  in  order 
in  making  these  remark*;  and  therefore,  he  would 
not  longer  continue  the  discussion. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  repeated  that  he  had  contem- 
plated a  general  rule  by  which  no  petition,  after 
two  rejections,  could  be  in  order. 

Mr.  MANQUM  did  not  wish  to  be  understood, 
by  asking  for  time,  as  having  a  preconceived  opi- 
nion against  this  bill.  He  desired  to  look  into  this 
measure,  because  it  proposed  a  great  and  profound 
change — a  change  which,  unless  it  were  well 
guarded,  would  be  productive  of  great  mischief. 
He  desired  now  to  vary  his  mction  from  that  which 
he  made  when  first  up — be  wished  tbe  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill  to  a  day  certain;  and  he  named 
Monday  week  as  that  day. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  this  was  a. bill  to  which  he 
had  given  bis  strenuous  opposition  on  other  occa- 
sions, and  to  which  he  was  still  opposed.  He 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
fact,  that  this  bill  proposed  the  establishment  of  a 
board  of  commissioners  to  supersede  the  purposes 
of  this  Government  iu  the  disposal  of  claim?,  no 
matter  what  they  might  be,  whether  fir  Iadian 
depredations,  land  claims,  or  otherwise.  If  this 
board  were  established,  it  would  alone  have  cogni- 
zance of  .claims  against  the  Government,  and  it 
would  then  be  a  useless  expense  to  have  a  Con- 
gress at  all,  beyond  the  mere  necessity  of  meeting 
to  make  such  appropriations  as  were  necessary  for 
the  liquidation  of  the  claims  which  these  commis- 
sioners might  decide  against  the  United  States.  HP 
hoped  those  Senators  who  had  come  fresh  from  the 
people,  would  join  the  opponents  of  this  bill,  who 


on  previous  occasions  won  sixteen  in  number.  If 
it  were  passed,  they  would  adopt  a  measure  which 
overthrew  much  of  the  legitimate  power  and  juris- 
diction of  Congress,  and  gave  it  to  two  oommis> 
sioners,  with  an  extension  of  power  not  only  v  vat 
this  country,  but  to  Europe,  and  Asia,  and  Africa* 
to  procure  testimony.  The  expense  of  this  proce* 
dure  would  be  of  great  magnitude,  and  after  aU, 
the  honorable  Senator  told  them   they  had  the 

S>wer  to  revise  the  comtnisswaen*  proeeodrngs* 
ut  if  they  were  ultimately  to  come  to  this  body* 
a  committee  would  still  be  necessary  to  examine 
the  testimony  in  the  several  cases,  for  be  awpeoeed 
the  Senate  would  not  be  disposed  to  take  it  in  the 
rough;  and,  therefore,  lie  hoped  a  hill  would  not 
be  passed  to  appoint  commissioners  to  do  that 
which  a  committee  must  do  over  again*  If  torn* 
gentlemen  would  take  up  less  time  with  their 
speeches  about  log  cabins  and  other  things  of  as 
little  value,  the  Senate  would  be  able  to  dis- 
pose of  more  real  business,  and  this  or  any  other 
board  would  be  unnecessary* 

Mr.  LINN  rose  amidst  cries  of  Question,'' 
"Question;"  and  after  a  few  words  of  remonstrance 
against  a  long  postponement  of  the  bill  as  calcula- 
ted to  delay  it  to  the  end  of  the  session,  when  it 
would  share  the  fate  which  it  had  met  on  other  oc- 
casions, he  suggested  to  the  Senate  the  propriety  of 
allowing  the  bill  to  pass  informally. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  MANQUM,  the 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  mot  on  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  bill  to  confirm 
to  the  State  of  Indiana  the  land  selected  by  her  for 
that  portion  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  which 
lies  between  the  mouth  of  the  Tippecanoe  river  and 
Terre  Haute,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  taken  np. 
Mr.  TAPPAN  opposed  the  passage  of  tins  bill. 
He  said  that  in  the  first  seetion  of  this  bill,  it  was 
proposed  to  enact:  "That  there  be,  and  there  hereby 
i*,  confirmed  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  the  land  se» 
lected  by  her,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
second  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven,  entitled,  'An  act  to  graat  a  certain  quantity 
of  land  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  the  State  in  opening  a  canal  to  connect  the 
waters  of  the  Wabash  with  those  of  Lake  BKs '  , 
for  that  portion  of  the  canal  between  the  month 
of  the  Tippecanoe  river  and  Terre  Haute,  as  return- 
ed by  said  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 
This  was  ia  fact  a  proposition  to  grant  to  the  State 
of  Indiana  144,000  acres  of  land;  but  to  this  he  did 
not  rise  to  object,  if  the  grant  were  made  specineal*  ' 
ly  to  aid  the  construction  of  a  canal  between  the 
points  mentioned;  but  he  objected  to  the  passage  of 
this  bill  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  presented.  He 
then  proceeded  to  review  the  grounds  on  which  this 
bill  was  urged  upon  the  attention  of  Congress,  and 
the  history  of  legislation  respecting  this  canal.   Ha 
said,  during  the  last  session  of  Congress  they  had 
a  report  presented  to  tbe  Senate  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canals,  which  placed  this  clean 
on  the  ground  of  a  similar  grant  having  been  made 
to  tbe  State  of  Ohio  to  complete  the  canal  from  me 
boundary  line  of  Indiana  to  Like  Erie.    Now  the 
facts  were  these:  the  law  of  1837  granted  larid  to 
aid  the  State  of  Indiana  to  open  a  canal  to  connect 
the   waters  of  the  Wabash  with  those  of  Lake 
Erie;  after  the  passage  of  that  law,  the  State  of  In- 
diana—by a  law  passed  on  the  33  i  of  Januarys 
1839— located  her  canal  to  the  mouth  of  tbe  Tippe- 
canoe river;  and  the  land  was  surveyed  and  select- 
ed, and  ihe  grant  was  confirmed  to  the  foot  of  the 
Maumce  rapids.    The  law  of  1837  granted'  to 
the   State  of   Indiana   the    land    that   was   ne- 
cessary   for    the    construction     of    the    canal 
within  the  State  of  Ohio— that  is,  from  the   In- 
diana line  to  Lake  Erie;   but  for  some  reason 
the  State  of  Indiana  proposed,  in  1834,  to  cede  to 
tbe  State  of  Ohio  the  whole  of  the  land  lying  witn- 
ia  that  S'ate,  on  the  condition  that  the  State  of  Ohio 
would  make  that  part  of  the  canal  within  her 
boundaries.    This  proposition  was  acceded  to  by 
the  Stale  of  Ohio,  but  in  this  agreement  it  waser* 
pres»ly  stipulated,  that  the  State  of  Ohio  was  not 
to  ba  bound  by  any  location  contemplated  within 
that  State  for  the  proposed  canal,  but  was  to  bo  at 
liberty  to  make  her  own  location  throughout.  Ohio 
accepted  the  cession  on  these  terms;  but  there  arose 
a  dispute  between  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Terr*- 
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tory  of  Miehagan  respecting  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween them;  and  while  that  dispute  continaed,  the 
State  of  Ohio  delayed  the  constractioa  of  the  canal 
within  that  State.  She  made  no  location  for  the 
canal  until  the  8th  of  April,  1836,  when  the  loca- 
tion was  made  Irom  the  line  of  Indiana  to  Mau- 
mee  Bay.  An  application  was  accordingly  made 
to  Congress  for  die  land  selected,  and  Congress 
made  the  grant  as  desired-,  but  now  the  State  of 
Indiana  came  in  and  claimed  the  right  to  make  an 
extension  of  her  canal,  ninety  miles,  from  the 
month  of  the  Tippecanoe  river,  and  asked  for  a 
grant  of  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  acres  of 
land  for  that  purpose,  which  was  double  the 
quantity  originally  •  set  down,  and  the  mak- 
ing of  a  new  location  from  the  mouth  of  Tip- 
pecanoe river  to  Terre  Haute;  and  this  was 
claimed  under  the  law  of  1827,  which  was  entirely 
complied  with  on  the  completion  of  the  agreement 
with  the  Stale  of  Ohio.  Now,  as  he  had  before  in- 
timated, he  had  no  objection  to  grant  to  the  State 
of  Indiana  this  quantity  of  land,  but  he  contended 
that  the  grant  ought  not  to  be  made  under  the  law 
of  1827,  when  all  the  rights  and  privileges  granted 
by  that  law  had  been  received  and  enjoyed  by  her. 
It  might  be  said,  and  be  presumed  it  would  be 
said,  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  that  that  State 
had  the  right  to  locate  her  canal  to  navigable  wa- 
ter; and  so  she  had;  and  she  did  so  when 
she  located  the  canal  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Tippecanoe  river,  at  that  point  of  the  Wa- 
bash. Now,  assuming  these  to  be  the  fact?, 
he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  make  a  distinct 
grant  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  aid  her  in  this  pro- 
posed canal  extension;  and  he  therefore  moved  that 
this  bill  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  with  instructions  to  report  a 
grant  of  the  requisite  land  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  defended  the  bill  at 
great  length,  and  real  to  the  Senate  the  report 
which  he  made  during  the  last  session,  as  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  in 
which  the  facts  on  which  he  relied  were  embodied 
in  a  compact  form. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  rose  to  reply,  but  yielded  to  a 
motion  for  adjournment. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  December  30, 1840. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read, 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  leave  to  introduce  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

1.  Reached,  That  the  investment  in  the  stocks 
of  the  several  States  of  this  Union  of  funds  held 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  trusty 
is,  to  the  amount  of  the  sums  so  invested  and  of 
the  interest  thereon,  an  assumption  by  the  United 
States  of  the  debts  of  the  said  several  States,  in 
the  event  of  their  failure   punctually  to  pay  the 


2.  Resolved,  That  the  purchase,  by  authority  of 
any  Executive  Department  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  of.  the  bonds  of  any  of  the  Slates 
of  this  Union,  at  their  nominal  value  or  with  a  pre- 
mium thereon,  and  the  subsequent  sale  of  the  same 
bonds  at  a  discounts  an  unwarrantable  and  waste- 
ful dilapidation  of  public  funds. 

3.  Boohed,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  require  of  the 
Government  of  each  and  every  State  or  this  Union 
in  whose  stocks  investments  of  the  public  moneys 
held  in  trust,  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  have  been  made,  punctual  payment,  in  spe- 
cie or  its  equivalent,  of  the  interest  stipulated  in 
the  said  stocks,  and  repayment  of  the  principal, 
as  sooon  as  possible  by  the  terms  of  the  contracts 
upon  which  such  stocks  have  severally  been  is- 
sued. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  further  investment  of  any 
public  funds  of  the  United  States  in  stock*  of  the 
several  States  ought  forthwith  to  be  prohibited  by 
law;  and  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill -for  that  purpose. 

Objection  being  made,  they  were  not  received. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  asked  that  the  resolutions 
might  be  printed  for  the  information  of  the  House; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  business  in  order  was  the  motion  of 


Mr.  Gjddings  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which,  on 
Monday,  the  House  had  passed  the  bilj  miking  ap- 
propriation for  the  payment  of 

NaT*  PENSIONS, 
with  an  amendment  repealing  the  act  of  1837. 

Mr.  SHEPARD,  the  mover  of  the  amendment) 
being  entitled  to  the  floor,  resumed  his  remarks 
from  yesterday  in  vindication  thereof,  and  in  reply 
to  the  various  objections  which  had  been  urged 
against  it. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  aware  that  the  position 
be  had  assumed  was  unpopular,  and  that  any  en- 
deavor to  lop  off  abuses  of  this  Government  would 
always  excite  the  hostility  of  those  who  received 
its  benefit,  and  also  the  opposition  of  those  who 
think  that  the  strength  of  the  Government,  her  pe- 
culiar interests,  and  classes  depended  upon  it. 
Your  have  (said  Mr.  S.)  done  me  the  honor,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  place  me  upon  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs;  and  I  must  either  do  what  is  right,  or 
be  faithless  to  my  trust.  I  shall  not  hesitate  to 
pursue  the  former* 

Mr.  S.  was  not  surprise*}  that  a'motion  had  been 
made  on  ytsterday  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  amendment  which  he  bad  offered  had  been 
adopted,  and,  after  giving  the  reasons  of  gentlemen 
for  sapporting  such  a  motion,  he  stated  lhat  the 
true  question  before  the  House  was,  whether  the 
act  of  1837  was  right  or  wrong— whether  they  were 
called  opon  to  repeal  it  or  not;  and,  if  gentlemen 
woo  Id  give  their  attention,  he  would  state  his 
opinion  upon  the  subject.  In  1800  tbe'navy  was 
in  its  infancy,  or,  rather,  there  was  no  navy  at  all. 
Congress  passed  the  act  of  that  year,  to  encourage 
persons  to  enter  the  service,  and  offered  to  them 
the  highest  rewards  of  human  ambition.  The  act 
provided  that  "the  money  accruing  from  the  sale 
of  prizes,  shall  be,  and  remain  forever,  a  fund  for 
the  payment  of  pensions  and  half-pay,  should  the 
same  be  hereafter  granted,  to  the  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines,  who  may  be  entitle  to  receive  the 
same"  and  "every  officer,  seaman,  or  marine,  dis- 
abled in  the  line  of  his  duty,  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive, for  life,  or  during  disability,  a  pension." 

This  was  the  origin  of  the  pension  fund,  and  he 
asked  gentlemen  to  consider  upon  it.  The  fund 
was  to  be  given  to  such  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, who  were  disabled  in  the  cause  of  their 
country,  and  Congress  had  pledged  its  faith  to  pre- 
serve it.  But  Congress  had  violated  the  most  so- 
lemn engagements  in  regard  to  it. 

The  act  of  1837  specified  that  pensions  should 
be  given  to  widows  and  children  of  those  who  died 
in  the  service.  Now  this  act  was  entirely  different 
from  others  on  the  subject.  It  provided,  not  for 
those  who  bad  gallantly  fought  and  bled  for  their 
country,  but  for  those  who  had  died.  A  man 
might  have  been  a  drunkard,  a  drone;  but  if  he 
died,  his  wife  and  children  would  be  benefited  by 
this  act.  Mr.  S.  contended  that  the  act  of  1837 
was  a  violation  of  the  faith  of  the  Government, 
and  those  who  passed  the  act  acted  in  violation  of 
their  duty. 

Mr.  S,  asked  the  House  to  go  to  the  merits  of  the. 
act  of  1837.  Tbey  all  knew  how  many  warrants 
had  been  obtained  by  persons  for  the  army  and  na- 
vy. A  young  man,  said  Mr.  S.  receives  his  com- 
mission, visits  foreign  countries,  and  draws  his 
compensation.  He  remains  in  the  service  but  a 
short  time  before  be  cries  for  pay  1  pay !  pay !  He 
remains  in  the  navy  ten  or  fifteen  years,  and  does 
nothing  to  merit  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  per- 
haps because  there  has  been  nothing  to  do.  He 
dies,  and  his  widow  and  children  receive  the  mo- 
ney of  the  Government.         .     , 

Mr.  8.  would  take  another  case,  which  was  told 
to  him  yesterday.  An  old  soldier,  by  hard  u?age 
and  dissipation,  has  destroyed  his  constitution.  He 
enters  the  navy,  and  in  a  year  or  two  dies.  Under 
the  act  of  1637,  the  widow  and  children  of  this  old 
hulk  receive  from  this  Government  pensions.  He 
had  not  rendered  service  to  the  country;  and  by 
granting  a  pension  in  such  cases,  rank  injustice  was 
done  to  the  men  who  took  prizes  during  the  war; 
and  this  is  the  act  for  which  we  have  heard  lamen- 
tations in  this  House. 

Tievious  to  the  act  of  1837,  the  navy  pension 
fund  amounted  to  (1,100,000,  and  the  interest  on 
it  was  more  than  safficient  to  meet  the  demands 


upon  it  before  the  3d  of  March  of  that  year.  The 
passage  of  this  act  increased  the  pensions  to 
f 48,000  annually;  but  its  retrospecttve  bearing  not 
only  consumed  the  interest,  but  swallowed  up  the 
additional  sum  of  $329,000 !  Can  any  man  won- 
der, then,  that  the  navy  pension  fund  is  gone? 

As  to  the  purchase  and  sale  of  slocks  upon  wh'ch 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Adams]  had  commented  with 
severity,  what  better  could  have  been  done?  At 
the  time  the  money  was  invested^tocks  were  above 
par;  and  if  the  Secretary  had  not  so  invested  the 
money,  there  would  have  been  great  complaint 
about  discrediting  the  States. 

What  is  the  true  rule  on  this  subject?  (asked  Mr. 
&.)  Gentlemen  shall  not  have  the  vantage  ground 
of  me,  by  saying  that  they  are  the  friends  of  the  navy. 
I  am  a  friend  of  the  navy,  sir,  and  a  discreet  one,  I 
hope.  The  true  rule  on  this  subject  was  laid  down 
in  the  act  of  1800— that  those  who  had  suffered  in 
the  service  of  their  country  should  be  remunerated 
for  it.  The  act  of  1800  made  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  brave  and  the  cowardly— 4be  act  of  1837 
destroyed  it. 

Mr.  S.  noticed  another  objection  which  had  been 
made  by  several  gentlemen.  They  had  said  that 
the  widows  and  orphans  had  received  pensions- 
under  the  act  of  1837;  and  one  gentleman  bad  made 
a  piteous  appeal,  and  said  that,  as  the  children  had 
been  sent  to  school,  the  widows  expected  the  pen- 
sion. The  amount  of  such  an  argument  Is  this— 
they  had  received  annually,  for  four  years,  (48,000 
for  their  back  pensions.  They  had  received  this 
much,  which  they  ought  not  to  have  received;  and 
now  we  are  told  that,  because  we  have  given  for 
four  years,  they  ought  now  to  receive  the  money  ! 
The  money  belonged  to  gallant  tars,  and  now  we 
are  asked  to  convey  it— to  give  it  away.  Was  that 
a  sensible  argument?    - 

Whoever  an  assault  is  made  on  the  Treasury  laws, 
(said  Mr.  S.)  there  is  always  an  excuse  for  it.  It  is 
wrong  to  suffer  harpies  to  prey  upon  the  Treasury; 
it  is  all  wrong!  It  is  the  principle  against  which  I 
contend.  What  do  we  see?  Rome  went  to  war, 
and  robbed  the  neighboring  nations  of  their  land. 
Those,  who  fought  the  battles— the  plebiaus— 
thought  they  were  entitled  to  an  equal  por- 
tion of  the  land,  when  the  haughty  patri- 
cians denounced,  them  as  agrarians.  How 
is  it  in  England)  All  the  emoluments  of 
Government  go  to  particular  individuals,  and 
those  who  oppose  such  a  state  of  things  aie  called 
mobocrats.  On  one  hand,  in  this  country,  three  are 
banking  institutions;  and,  on  another,  domestic  in- 
dustry, to  be  protected.  If  connec  ed  with  the  ar- 
my or  navy,  the  principle  is  all  the  same,  as  far  as 
the  public  crib  was  concerned.  Let  every  man  de- 
pend on  his  own  exertions  and  his  own  industry. 

Mr.  8.  said  he  bad  now  finished  what  he  bad  in- 
tended to  say.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  had  used  the  word 
dishonorable  in  connection  with  this  matter.  Mr. 
S.  understood  him  to  say  that  the  House  had  acted 
dishonorably  in  adopting  his  amendment;  but  a 
friend  had  suggested  that  he  had  applied  the  epi- 
thet to  him. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  made  no  such  applica- 
tion of  the  term. 

Mr.  SHEPARD  said  he  would  be  the  last  man 
in  this  House  to  speak  harshly  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  He  had  heard  many  things 
fall  from  him  which  excited  His  feelings.  He  knew 
his  power,  his  wit,  and  tar-reaching  points.  He 
wished  the  honorable  gentleman  would  be  more 
charitable.  In  the  angiy  contests  which  occur  on 
this  floor.  Mr.  A.  could  threw  oil  on  the  waters  of 
strife.  When  Sutes  are  arrayed  against  each  other 
—when  gen tk men  are  mad,  and  know  not  what 
they  do — that  gentlemen  could  seize  the  opportunity 
of  coming  in  as  a  mediator — as  a  link  between 
Washington  and  the  present  generation. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  then,  took  the 
floor. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  THOMAS  requested  that  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  would  yield  the 
floor  a  moment,  that  a  letter  on  the  subject  before 
us  might  be  read.  He  then  sent  to  the  Clerk's  ta- 
ble the  following  letter,  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy; 
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NaVT  DXPIRTMKMT, 

December  28,  1840. 

flu:  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  this  morning,  I 
hare  die  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  stock  of  the 
city  of  Cincinnati,  lately  belonging  to  the  navy 
pension  fond,  was  sold  according  to  advertisement 
on  the  15th  instant,  the  sale  being  indispensably 
accessary  to  enable  the  Department  to  meet,  in  parr, 
the  payment  of  pensions  falling  doe  on  the  1st 
January  next 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  PAULDING. 
Hob.  Framcis  Thomas, 

Chairman  oC  Naval  Committee,  Honse  of  Reps. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  that  it  would  be  proper  for 
him  farther  to  say,  that  this  letter  was  not  submitted 
in  the  expectation  that  it  would  induce  the  House 
to  reconsider  the  vote  under  discussion.  It  would 
be  seen,  by  referring  to  the  communication  from 
tat  Navy  Department  dated  'he  1st  of  December, 
and  sent  to  Congress  by  the  President,  that  there 
were  at  this  time,  in  stocks  owned  by  the  navy  pen- 
sion fund,  $158,739;  of  these  stccka,  f  100,000  were 
of  dry  of  Cincinnati  5  per  cent  Tnis  last  named 
stock  was  then  advertised  to  be  sold  at  auction,  on 
the  15th  of  this  month,  to  reimburse  the  Bank  of 
America  the  earn  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  ad* 
vanced  to  pay  the  pensions  due  in  Jnly  last,  and 
afterwards  to  meet  the  payment  of  pensions  due  on 
the  lint  of  January,  1841.  The  letter  now  read 
from  the  Secretary  informs  us  that  this  Cincinnati 
stock  has  actually  been  sold — at  what  price,  Mr.  T. 
did  noi  know. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  of  Maine  interposed  to  say 
that  the  stock  bad  been  sold  for  |62,000. 

Mr.  TfiOMAS  resumed.  Be  it  so:  it  is  not 
material  for  my  purpose  whether  the  stock 
was  sold  at  par  or  below  par.  If  it  sold  for 
the  sum  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
add  that. to  the  (18,647  61  ca>h  in  band  on  the 
first  of  December,  and  we  have  about  480  000,  out 
of  which  is  to  be  paid  the  sum  of  $5 1,4  7  6% 3  due  to 
pensioners  on  the  first  of  January  next:  and  there 
will  be  a  balance  of  less  than  $30,000 -to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  pensions  for  the  year  1841. 

The  pensions  for  1841,  if  the  act  of  1837  is  not 
repealed,  will,  we  are  informed*  be  about  $103,000. 
If  the  bill  before  us  be  passed  in  it*  present  form, 
making  an  appropriation  of  (151,476,  by  adding 
that  sum  to  the  §30,000  of  surplus  from  the  sale  of 
stock,  we  shall  have  provided  a  fund  of  (181,476 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  in  the  pension  fund. 
Now,  what  is  the  amount  of  that  deficiency  1  The 
whole  amount  of  stock  unsold  is,  in  nominal  va- 
lue, (58,739.  The  annual  charge  upon  the  pen- 
sion fund  will  be  (103,000,  if  the  act  of  1837  is 
not  repealed;  and  if  that  act  is  repealed,  then  the 
annual  charge  on  the  pension  fund  will  be  (58,000, 
according  to  the  statements  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. Me  hoped  that  the  act  would  be  repealed, 
and  that  we  should  have  to  provide  only  the  last 
named  sum  in  each  year  to  pay  these  pensions. 
To  produce  an  annual  income  to  that  amount,  we 
must  appropriate  at  least  one  million  of  dol- 
lars to  be  invested,  if  we  propose  in  that 
way  to  make  good  the  deficiency  in  the  fund. 
The  small  surplus  which,  will  be  left  out  of  the 
appropriation  now  proposed,  will  afford  very  li- 
mited means  to  make  such  an  investment.  If, 
instead  of  making  such  an  investment  to  create  a 
capital  in  pace  of  that  which  Congress  has  misap- 
plied, we  intend  to  pay  the  navy  pensioners  who 
are  to  be  on  the  pension  roll,  whether  the  law  of  1837 
is  or  is  not  repealed,  by  an  annual  appropriation, 
still  it  teemed  to  him  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  reconsider  my  the  vote  of  the  House  to  reduce 
the  appropriation  in  this  bill.  A  large  proportion 
of  it  would  bs  expended  next  year.  The  balance 
would  be  unexpended  on  the  first  of  January,  1841, 
and  would  serve  to  pay  the  first  half  year  of  pen- 
sions due  on  the  first  day  of  July,  1842. 

Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  T.  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  House  would  not  reconsider.  It 
would  be  much  better  for  all  who  desired  to  get  rid 
of  the  obnoxious  law  of  1837  in  the  form  we  have 
now  undertaken  to  do  it;  and  as  to  other  questions 
connected  with  the  pensions,  they  can  be  rightly 
disposed  of  when  another  bill,  which  the  Naval 


Committee  is  prepared  to  report,  comes  before  the 
House.     * 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  contended  that  the 
trust  fund  under  the  law  of  1800  ought  not  to  have 
been  touched.  Congress  had  no  right  .to  touch  the 
money  sacredly  appropriated  to  a  class  of  men  who 
had  dearly  earned  it  with  toil  and  blood.  As,  how- 
ever, it  had  been  taken,  he  trusted  that  no  time 
would  be  lost  in  refunding  it. 

Messrs.  ANDERSON,  MONROE,  EVERETT, 
REED,  and  NAYLOR,  severally  gave  their  views, 
a  notice  of  which  will  appear  hereafter;  when 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  the  previous  question  on 
the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  to  adjourn,  which  motion 
prevailed. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
Thursday,  December  31, 1840. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  War.  Department,  transmitting  a  report 
from  the  Chief  Engineer,  relative,  to  a  site  for  a 
fortification  on  Lake  Champlain;  which  was  laid 
on  the,  table,  aud  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  the  petition  of  Scott 
Campbell;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  the  petition  of  the 
president  and  managers  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
Norristown  Railroad  Company,  praying  for  a  re- 
mission of  duty  on  certain  railroad  iron;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  Daniel  Pettibone,  now  on  file,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  Of  James  Ben- 
nett, and  the  petition  of  William  White,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  Adam  D. 
Stewart;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  petition  of 
Stephen  Simpson,  executor  of  George  'Simpson, 
deceased;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  presented  two  memorials,  re- 
monstrating against  a  repeal  of  the  fishing  boun- 
ties. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Wm.  Dickinson  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  and  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Alley,  Staunton  and  Company,  were  re- 
ferred to  ihe  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  petition  of  Ezra 
St.  John;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  erec- 
tion of  light-bouses,  and  the  placing  of  light  boats, 
etc.  reported  the  same  with  sundry  amendments. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  companies  of  Missouri  volunteers,  re- 
ported the  same  with  amendments. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  John  R.  Midwin- 
ter; which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  refeired  the  bill  increasing  the  com- 
pensation of  certain  officers  of  revenue  cutters,  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  K.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  repotted 
a  bill  foi  the  relief  of  Jacob  Pennclt,  and  others, 
owners  of  the  Eliza  of  Brunswick;  and 

A  bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  collector 
of  the  port  of  St  Louis;  which  were  read,  and  or* 
dered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reynell 
Coates  and  Waller  R.  Johnson;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  un- 
favorable report  on  tbe  petition  of  Wm.  S.  Nevius. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STURGEON,  the  petition 


and  papers  of  Mr.  Knowles,  now  on  rile,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
authorize  experiments  to  be  made  on  the  applica- 
tion of  steam  to  harbor  defence;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  KNIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pott 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Steamboat  Company  of 
Nantucket,  repotted  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  to  autho- 
rize the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  occupation, 
and  settlement  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  to  amend  the  Judicial  system  of  the  United 
States,"  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Caspar  W.  Weaver;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

And  also,  the  bill  authorizing  the  granting  of 
letters  testamentary  to  aliens  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, without  amendment. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  making 
compensation  to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  for 
the  services  of  her  militia,  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  YOUNG,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Isabella  Hill  and  others;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  KING  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief,  of  John 
Scott. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Tallmaook  was'considered  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  corporate  authorities 
of  the  city  of  Mobile,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  create  an  additional  land  office  in  the 
State  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  NORVELL  said  that  the  bill  proposed  to 
establish  a  new  land  district  north  of  the  Grand 
river,  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  The  information 
for  which  his  colleague  had  called,  upon  thisttub- 
ject,  had  been  received.  It  amounted  simply  to 
this:  that  in  that  portion  of  the  present  district 
which  the  bill  was  intended  to  establish  as  a  new 
district,  only  between  two  and  three  hundred  acres 
of  the  public  lands  had  been  sold.  This  new  land 
office  was  designed  to  induce  persons  to  go  into 
that  country  (or  tbe  purpose  of  making  purchases, 
by  the  convenience  and  accommodation  which  it 
would  afford  to  them.  If  bis  colleague,  however* 
was  adverse  to  the  bill,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
press  its  passage.  He  had  done  his  duty  in  bring- 
ing it  before  the  Senate.  He  believed  it  was  re- 
quired by  the  interest  of  the  State:  but  it  was  for 
the  Senate  to  dispose  of  it  as  they  thought  proper. 
They  had  passed  it  last  tension  by  a  vote  of  two  to 
one. 

Mr.  PORTER  spoke  at  some  length  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  as  unnecessary  and 
Unasked  for  by  the  people  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  NORVELL  regretted  that  bis  colleague  was 
ashamed  io  s&k  for  the  object  contemplated  in  this 
bill.  He,  himself,  was  ashamed  of  making  appli- 
cation for  nothing  wbich  would  promote  the  in- 
terest of  bis  State.  The  bill  was  not  to  go  into 
effect  until  the  fourth  of  July  next;  and  then,  if 
his  recollection  served  bim  correctly,  it  would  be  at 
the  discretion  of  the  President  to  postpone  its  opera- 
tion until  the  public  interest  required  it  to  go  into 
effect.  That,  at  least,  was  the  intention;  and  be 
thought  ihe  bill  contained  such  a  provision,  as  it 
passed  at  the  last  cession.  Such  bills,  establishing 
land  districts  where  few  or  no  lands  had  been  sold, 
were  not  unusual.  They  were  not  without  fre- 
quent precedents.  The  present  bill  had  met  tbe 
approbation  of  the  General  Land  Office.    But  -  if 
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his^neage"desired  its  defeat,  he  could  move  to 
lay  it  on  the  table,  or  indefinitely  to  postpone  it. 

After  some  farther  remarks  from  Mr.  PORTER, 
(whjch,  like  his  farmer  remarks,  were  totally  inau- 
dible)— 

Mr.  ALLEN  hoped  the  bill  would  be  read. 
Scarcely  a  word  altered  by  the  Senators  engaged  in 
its  discussion  had  besn  heard  in  that  part  of  the 
chamber,  and  they  had  no  knowledge  whatever  of 
its Wovisions. 

The  biM  Was  accordingly  read. 

Tie  question  was  then  taken  on  Ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed,  and  decided  in  the  negative— ayes 
16,.nays  22,  as  follows: 

T^AS— Messrs.  "Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Clay 
of  'Alabama;  Fallon,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  ttbrveU,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
StvrjKpn.  Tappan,  Wright,  and  Young— 16. 

*fitW— Messrs,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington, 
Kipg,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Phelps,  Pierce,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Ruggles, 
Sevier, Tallmadge,  Webster,  and  Williams— 22. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  the  acts  incorpo- 
ratta£  the  Banks  of  the  District  of  Colombia  was 
takefi  Up»  and,  after  some  remarks  by  Messrs. 
MERRICK,  TAPPAN,  and  CLAY  of  Alabama, 
was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  8th  of  Janu- 
ary fcext. 

The  bill  granting  a  portion  of  land  in  the  State 
of  Indiana  for  the  extension  of  the  Wabash  canal, 
which  was  partially  discussed  yesterday,  being  again 
in  order; 

Mr.  TAPPAN  rose  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
the  Senator  from  Indiana.  He  said  this  claim  was 
advocated  on  two  grounds :  first,  that  the  State  of 
Indiana  ought  to  be  allowed,  by  the  law  of  1827, 
to  correct  the  location  of  her  canal,  the  present  ter- 
minus'not  being  sufficiently  low  for  river  naviga- 
tion; and  tbe  other  was,  that  Congress  having  al- 
lowed to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  privilege  of  extend- 
ing her  canal  from  the  first  location  from  the  foot 
of  the  rapids  of  the  Maumee  to  Manmee  bay,  and 
having  given  to  Ohio  tbe  land  on  each  side  of  the 
canal,  of  two  and  a  half  miles,  as  by  the  act  of 
1827,  tbe  same  right  to  extend  the  location  of  the 
canal,  and  the  same  grant  of  adjoining  land,  ought 
to  be  ceded  to  the  State  of  Indiana.  Now,  he 
did  not  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
in  either  of  these  positions,  though  he  agreed  with 
him  that  Congress  might  property  make  a  grant  of 
the  Ian  J  for  the  extension  of  the  canal  for  ninety 
miles,  from  Tippecanoe  river  to  Terre  Haute,  if  it 
could  be  shown  to  be  expedient  so  to  exten4  that 
catial;  but  he  did  not  believe  the  acl  of  1827  would 
bear  the  construction  which  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana gave  to  it.  When  it  was  found  that  Con- 
gress had  sold  some  of  the  land  within  the  five 
miles  originally  granted,  and  Congress  had  made 
up  to  the  State  of  Indiana  the  quantity  thus  taken, 
he  believed  there  was  an  end  of  that  grant:  it  was 
a  grant  made  and  executed  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Indiana, 
and  then  there  was  an  end  of  it;  and  the  State  of 
Indiana  had  now  no  right  to  claim  under  the  act 
of  1327.  Then  as  to  the  claim  that  a  similar 
grant  had  been  made  to  tbe  State  of  Ohio,  he  re- 
ferred to  a  document  of  the  third  session  of  the 
twenty-fifth  Congress,  containing  a  number  of  pa- 
pers concerning  this  claim — to  the  opinions 
of  the  Attorney  General,  and  of  the  Commission- 
er of  the  Land  Office,  and  the  present  Solici- 
tor of  tbe  Treasury;  the  whole  of  which,  he  said, 
were  given  on  a  misconception  of  the  feet*, 
Mr.  Birehard  alone  understanding  them,  whose 
opinion,  therefore,  necessarily  differed  from  those 
which  had  been  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from 
Indiana.  In  support  of  this  assertion,  which  be 
apprehended  some  gentlemen  might  consider  a 
strung  one,  he  entered  win  some  minuteness  of 
detail  into  the  progression  of  the  work,  and  the  au- 
thority by  which  it  was  accomplished,  to  show  that 
it  was  erroneously  ajjeged  that  there  was  more 
than  one  location  of  the  canal  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
whkh  was  made  by  the  only  competent  authority 
of  the  State;  and  consequently  the  argument  of  the* 
Senator  from  Indiana,  founded  on  a  chan|e  from 
an  original  line,  and  an  extension  of  the  canal,  be- 
yond tbe  limits  of Stansbury's  survey,  was  not  well 


founded.  That  which  was  called  an  extension  to 
the  Maumee  bay,  was  in  fact  an  original  location; 
and  yet  on  this  singular  error,  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  based  the  report  which  he  presented  to 
Congress  duriog  the  last  session.  On  mis  branch 
of  the  subject  he  (Mr.  Tappan)  desired  to  be  per- 
fectly understood,  for  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
had  expressed  great  surprise  that  a  Senator  from 
Ohio  should  undertake  to  oppose  this  bill.  Why, 
O.iio  was  interested  in  this  work;  for  the  extension 
of  this  canal  wonld  increase  the  business  on  the 
canals  of  Ohio,  and  for  this  reason  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  grant  6f  tbe  land,  but  he  wished  it  to  be  a 
direct  and  honest  grant — he  was  unwilling  that  the 
Senate  should  be  imposed  upon  by  any  statement 
that  was  not  true.  The  hypothesis  was,  that  land 
had  been  granted  for  an  extension  of  the  canal  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  therefore  a  s'milar  grant 
ought  to  be  made  to  the  State  of  Indiana.  Now 
there  had  been  no  such  grant  to  Ohio;  be  conceded 
that  Government  had  been  liberal  to  the  State  of 
Ohio;  but  whenever  that  State  asked  for  any  thing, 
it  was  asked  for  openly,  fairly,  and  horibrably,  and 
not  because  cessions  had  been  made  to  sister  States. 
If  the  Senator  from  Indiana  would  bring  in  a  bill 
to  grant  this  land,  be  (Mr.  Tappan)  would  give  it 
his  support;  otherwise  he  must  press  his  motion  to 
refer  back  this  bill  to  the.  committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  a  grant. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  the  Senator  from  Ohio  was 
mistaken  as  to  the  ground  he  (Mr.  Smith)  had 
taken;  he  denied  that  he  had  adduced  gran's  of 
land  to  the  State  of  Ohio  as  a  reason  why  this  grant 
should  be  made  to  the  State  of  Indiana;  he  had 
merely  introduced  that  reference  to  show  that  this 
grant  would  not  be  the  creation  of  a  precedent — 
such  precedents  having  been  already  created. 
He  proceeded  at  some  length  to  defend  his  original 
arguments,  and  to  sustain  his  array  of  facts;  after 
which, 

Mr.  TAPPAN  briefly  rejoined. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  negatived,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thirdreading. 

After  a  short  Executive  session, 

The  Senate  adjourned  until  Monday  next. 


Washington  City,  Jan,  1, 1841. 
Messrs.  Blair  and  Rivxs:  In  the  Globe  of  yes- 
terday, you  report  the  proceedings  in  the  Senate 
upon  a  bill  to  give  certain  lands  to  the  State  of  In- 
diana, in  which  report  the  remarks  made  by  me 
are  strangely  misrepresented.  I  said  *  the  bill  was, 
in  substance,  a  grant  of  288,000  acres  of  land  to 
aid  the  State  in  making  a  canal  from  the  mouth  of 
Tippecanoe  river  to  Terre  Haute,  under  the 
pretence  of  an  extension  of  the  Wabash  and 
Manmee  canal  from  the  former  to  the  lat- 
ter point,  under  -  the.  authority  of  the  act  of 
1827,  and  because  a  similar  grant  of  land  had 
been  made  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  upon  her 
extending  the  north  end  of  the  canal  from  the 
foot  of  the  Manmee  rapids  to  Maumee  bay: 
that  I  was  not  opposed  to  a  grant  being  made 
to  Indiana  of  the  land  asked  for,  if  it  were 
made  as  a  direct  grant;  but  I  was  opposed  to  this 
bill,  for  it  placed  the  claim  of  Indiana  upon 
false  positions.  The  first  position  waff,  that 
they  had  a  right  to  extend  their  canal  from 
the  mouth  of  Tippecanoe  river  to  Terre  Haute, 
when  in  fact  they  bad  located  their  canal  from  the 
east  line  of  the  State  to  the  Tippecanoe,  in  1829, 
and  had  received  from  the  United  States  all 
the  land  they  claimed  under  the  act  ef  1827, 
in  the  year  1830— that  I  did  not  believe  the  act 
of  1827  ad  minted  the  construction  now  attempted 
to  be  given  it;  for  if  Indiana,  in  1836,  was  permit- 
ted to  extend  their  canal  90  mile.*,  and  claim 
288,000  acres  of  land  to  make  it,  she  might  go  on 
extending  it,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Wabash.  I  believed  the  act  allowed  of  hut 
one  location,  which  had  been  made  in  1829. 
That  the  second  position  was  still  more  untena- 
ble; it  assumed  that  the  State  of  Ohio  first  located 
her  part  of  the  canal  from  the  Indiana  line  to  the 
foot  of  the  Maumee  rapid?,  selected  and  received 
her  land  under  this  location,  and  years  afterwards 
extended  her  location  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids  to 
Maumee  bay,  and  made  a  new  selection  of  land 
upon  this  extension,  and   received  it  from  the 


United  States.  Now  the  fact  was,  that  when 
Indiana  ceded  to  Ohio  the  land  in  Ohio,  which, 
by  tbe  act  of  1827,  had  been  given  to  main 
the  Maumee  part  of  the  canal,  no  location  of 
that  part  of  the  canal  had  ever  been  made.  Stans- 
bury's  survey,  which,  as  to  the  Wabash  part  of 
the  canal,  had  been  adopted  as  the  line  of  canal  in 
Indiana,  was  never  recognised  by  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  that  but  one  location  of  the  canal  had 
ever  been  made  by  Ohio,  and  that  was  made  by 
the  board  of  public  works  in  1836,  and'  extended 
from  the  line  of  Indiana  to  the  Maumee  bay." 
This  is  the  substance  of  what  I  said. 

Your  Reporter  mistakes  the  quantity  of  land. 

"  He  did  not  object  to  the  grant  of  land  if  made 
specifically  to  aid  in  constructing  the  canal,  hut  to 
the/orm  of  the  grant;"  instead  of  "but  to  this  he  did 
not  rise  to  object." 

Instead  of  "from  the  boundary  line  of  Indiana  to 
Lake  Erie,"  say,  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of 
the  Maumee  to  Maumee  bay. 

Instead  cf  "the  grant  was  confirmed  to  the  fool 
of  the  Maumee  rapids,"  say,  located  her  canal  from 
the  State  line  to  the  mouth  of  Tippecanoe  river, 
and  selected  and  received  her  lands  in  1830  accord- 
ing to  such  location. 

The  words  "an  application  was  accordingly 
made  to  Congress  for  the  land  selected,,  and 
Congress  made  the  grant  as  desired,"  are  not  mine* 
I  expressed  no  such  idea. 

The  words  "ffbich  was  double  the  quantity  ori- 
ginally set  down,"  are  none  of  my  using. 

Unfortunately  for  me,  your  Reporters  have  made 
me  utter  more  nonsense  than  I  am  willing  to  father. 
Yours,  BENJ.  TAPPAN. 

HOU3E  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Thursday,  December  31,  1840. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  befote  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications: 

1.  Prom,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 
compliancefpith  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the 
33d  instant,  calling  upon  him  to  communicate,  "if 
compatible  with  the  public  interests,  copies  of  all 
the  correspondence  between  this  Government  and 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  relative  to  any 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  that  Government  which, 
may  have  a  tendency  to  interrupt  our  commerce 
with  China. 

2.  From  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March,  1799  9 
communicating  "an  abstract  of  all  the  returns 
made  to  that  Department  by  the  collectors  of  the 
customs,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  28ih  of  May, 
1796,  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American 
seamen,  showing,  to  far  as  said  returns  have  been 
received,  the  number  of  seamen  registered  in  each 
port  of  entry  in  the  United  States  during  the  year 
commencind  on  the  1st  of  October  of  the. last,  and 
ending  on  the  30th  of  September  of  the  present 
year." 

3-  From  the  Treasury  Department,  in  reply  to 
the  refolution  of  the  House  of  the  17th  instant, 
respecting  the  condition  of  the  custom-house  build- 
ings at  Philadelphia. 

4.  From  the  President  of  the  United  States, trans- 
mitting a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  with 
accompanying  papers,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of 
the  House,  calling  for  information  relative  to  the 
BURNING  OF  THE  STEAMBOAT  CAROLINE. 

The  abovo  communications  were  severally  re- 
ferred, and  Ofdered  to  be  printed.  . 

Also,  the  following  letter  from  J.  C.  Rives,  on 
the  subject  of  the  printing: 

Globe  Offjcje,  Washington, 

December  30,  1840- 

Sir:  It  is  known  to  you,  and  to  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  Francis 
P.  Blair  and  my. •  elf  were  elected  printers  to  the 
House  in  January  last.  Under  this  election,  I  ex* 
pected  that  all  the  printing  for  the  House  during 
the  Twenty-sixth  Congress,  would  be  sent  to  us  to 
execute;  and  as  I  superintend  that  branch  of  oar 
business,  I'  engaged  men,  and  provided  materials 
sufficient  to  do  it  with  at  least  the  customary  de- 
spatch. I  way  informed  yesterday  that  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  had  sent  a  very  large  report  to  the 
Stationer  of  the  House,  to  he  printed  by  him,  and 
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that  the  Stationer  was  actually  printing  it,  or  hav- 
ing it  primed. 

Knee  I  received  this  information,  I  bare  turned 
to  the  Clerk's  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
contingent  land  for  the  last  year,  where  I  find  that 
ht  has  paid  other  persons  for  printing  which  I 
tfaiak  should  have  been  executed  by  the  Printers  to 
the  Boose, 

The  persons  engaged  by  ma  to  work  on  Con- 
gressional documents  exclusively,  have  not  had 
mere  than  three  or  four  days' constant  employment 
since  the  commencement  cf  this  session.  There 
has  been  some  work  for  them  every  day,  but  not 
enough  to  employ  tbem  the  whole  day.  They  are 
engaged  by  the  week,  and  we  have  to  pay  them, 
whether  they  work  or  not.  Now,  if  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  has  the  power  to  have  the  Congress 
priming  executed  at  other  offices,  when  there  has 
been  ne  failure  at  our  office  in  executing  it  prompt* 
)y,  I  desire  to  kno#  it  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  I 
may  either  reduce  our  force,  or  make  some  arrange- 
ment with  the  Clerk  to  get  enough  of  it  to  keep  our 
hands  employed.  The  prices  now  paid  to  us  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  are  so  low,  that  we 
must  sink  money,  unless  we  can  keep  the  hands 
which  we  have  engaged  to  do  its  printing,  con- 
stantly employed;  and  upon  some  kinds  of  printing 
we  sink  money,  even  when  all  our  hands  are  em- 
ployed upon  it. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  and  myself  have  had  a 
controversy  about  the  binding  of  the  documents, 
which  I  wish  to  bring  before  the  House. 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  in  July 
last,  the  Clerk  sent  word  to  me  to  deliver  the  docu- 
ments which  we  had  printed  for  the  House,  to  S.  D. 
Langt-ee,  to  bind.  I  refused  to  do  it.  It  has  been 
the  invariable  custom,  ever  since  I  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  manner  of  executing  the  Con- 
gress printing,  which  is  now  thirteen  years,  for  the 
Printer  i»  bind  all  the  documents  that  he  prints  for 
Congress.  Whenever  a  Printer  has  been  elected 
during  that  time,  he  has  as  invariably  fitted  up  a 
bindery,  as  he  has  a  printing  office.  I  had  .pur- 
chased a  great  part  of  the  materials  for  the  binding, 
and  had  engaged  workmen  to  do  it,  and  had  folded  a 
great quanity of  the  work, before  the  Clerk  sent 
me  word  that  he  wished  the  documents  handed 
oyer  to  Mr.  Langtree  to  be  bound.  The  corres- 
pondence between  the  Clerk  and'  myself,  which  I 
presume  he  has  on  file,  will  folly  explain  our  con- 
)  overs?  about  the  binding.  I  wish  Congress  to 
decide  between  us  as  soon  as  possible,  as  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  the  bindiDg  should  be  forwarded. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  C.  RIVJBS. 
Hon.  R.  %i.  T.  Hunter, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representative?. 
Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  would  take  that  occasion  to 
inquire  whether  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
fruiting  of  the  House  had  been  made  at  the  last 
session;  and  if  so,  whether  it  had  been  printed. 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Indiana  said  there  were  two  re. 
peris  on  that  subject,  which  bad  been  laid  be- 
fore the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  never  bsen  able  to  get 
a  sight  of  the  repoits,  although  very  anaious  so  to 
do.'  Neither  himself  nor  other  member*  could  pro- 
cure copies  of  the  documents  ordered  to  be  printed 
at  the  last  session,  being  more  than  five  or  six 
months  ag«>.  This  letter,  however,  from  Messrs. 
Blair  and  Rives,  explained  it,  and  it  appeared  that 
the  delay  was  all  owing  to  this  controversy  between 
them  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS  moved  to  refer  the 
letter  to  the  Committee  on  Account*;  but  the  mo- 
tion was  subsequently  withdrawn. 
Mr.  J.  W.  DAVIS  moved  the  following: 
Aeaofeed,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed, 
and  that  the  letter  of  J.  C.  Rives,  just  read,  be  re- 
ferred to  that  committee. 

Mr.  MORGAN*  ottered  an  amendment  instruct- 
ing the  committee  to  inquire  as  to  whether  the 
Clerk  was  inter esUi  in  the  contract  with  Langtree 
and  O'SuUivan,  lor  tarnishing  stationery  to  this 
House. 

Mr.  REED  submitted  an  additional  amendment 
instructing  the  committee,  to  extend  the  inquiry  to 
the  lithographing  and  engraving  of  maps. 
After  some  debate  of  a  desultory  character,  the 


amendments  were  withdrawn.    The  resolution  of 
Mr.  DAVIS  was  then  agreed  to;  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  ADAMS,  the  letter  crdered  to  be  printed. 
COLLECTION  OP  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  on  leave,  reported  a  bill  from  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  entitled  "A  bill  to 
insure  the  more  faithful  execution  of  the  laws  re- 
lating to  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports;" 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  pnnted. 

Mr.  BARNARD  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  introduce  a  bill  (of  which  intention  he  had  gi  ren 
previous  notice)  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy. 

Objection  being  made,  leave  was  not  granted. 
NAVY  PENSIONS. 

The  next  business  in  order  was  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Giddings  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  ths 
bill  making  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  navy 
pensions  had  been  passed,  containing  an  amend- 
ment repealing  the  act  of  1837. 

The  previous  question,  on  the  iecons:deration, 
having  been  demanded  by  Mr.  JAMESON, 

Mr.  ADAMS  endeavored  to  prevail  on  him  to 
withdraw  it. 

Mr.  JAMESON  was  willing  to  oblige  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  as  soon  as  any  m<  mber 
of  the  House,  but  could  not,  consistent  with  his  du- 
ty, withdraw  the  call. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  then  se- 
conded, and  the  main  question,  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  ordered  to  be  put;  and,  being  put,  it 
wa<  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  a?  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Baker,  Barnard,  Boardman,  Bond,  Briggs, 
Brock  way,  Calhoun,  Carter,  Chinn,  Chittenden, 
Clark,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cosbing,  Edward  Davie*, 
John  W.  Davis,  Garret  Davis,  Deltet,  Dae,  Ed- 
wards, Everett,  Gates/  Giddings,  Granger,  Henry, 
Hunt,  James,  Charles  Johnston,  K>mpshall,  Lane, 
Leet,  Lincoln,  McCarty,  Marvin,  Mason,  Mitchell, 
Monroe,  Moore,  Morgan,  Calvary  Morris,  Mor- 
row, Nay  lor,  Osborne,  Palen,  Parmenter,  Peck, 
Profit,  Randall,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rtdgway,  Ed- 
ward Rodgers,  Russell,  Saltonstail,  Slade,  Truman 
Smith,  Stanly,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson,  Td- 
linghasr,  Toland,  Trinletr,  Trumbull,  John  White' 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  and  Winthrop— 69. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  Anderson,  Ather- 
ton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Black,  Blackwell, 
Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  G. 
Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll,  Casey,  Clifford,  Connor, 
William  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Dana, 
John  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Doan,  Doig,  Dun- 
can, Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,  Fisher,  Fletcher, 
Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraith,  Garland,  Goggin, 
Goode,  Griffin,  Habersham,  Hand,  John  Hastings, 
Hill  of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hillen, 
Holmes,  Hook,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Jackson, 
James:n,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Na- 
thaniel Jones,  Keim,  Kil»e,  Leadbfturr,  Lronard, 
Lowell,  Lucas,  MeC!ellan,  McKay,  Mallory, 
Marchand,  Medill,  Miller,  Montanja,  Samntl 
W.  Morris,  Newhard,  Nisbct,  Parrisb,  Pdrris, 
Paynter,  Pope,  Prentis?,  Reynolds,  James  Roger., 
Ryall,  Shaw,  Shepard,  John  Smith,  Thomas  Smith, 
Sieenrcd,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sweney,  Taylor,  Francis 
Thorn ',s,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson, 
Jacob  Thompson,  Turney,  Underwood,  Vroom, 
David  D.  Wagoner,  Warren,  Weller,  Wick,  Jared 
W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Lewis  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams—108. 

So  the  House  refused  !o  reconsider,  and,  as  far  as 
it  is  concerned,  the  act  of  1837  is  repealed. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  after  adverting  to  the  great 
importance  of  the  President's  message  in  relation 
to  the  burning  of  the  Caroline,  moved  that  5,000 
extra  copies  of  the  same,  wiih  the  accompanying 
document?,  be  printed. 

Mr.  PICKENS  hoped  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  would  prevail.  The  docu- 
ments  were  of  the  highest  importance. 

Mr.  STANLY  said  he  objected  to  the  printing  cf 
the  document,  if  it  contained  any  of  the  Siate 
R-ghts  docrines  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  expected  the  gentleman 
from  Nerth  Carolina  [Mr.  Stanly]  would  object 


to  such  doctrines.  But,  said  Mr.  P.  let  the  reply 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  be  published,  and  then 
see  whether  the  virtus,  and  patriotism,  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  people  of  this  country  will  object  to  its 
spirit  or  doctrines;  and  if  they  do,  then  we  are  no 
longer  an  independent  people. 

The  motion  to  print  was  then  agreed  to. 

At  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  proceedings, 

Mr.  A L FORD  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  above  motion  had  been  agreed 
to,  and  called  for  the  reading  of  the  documents, 
which  were  read  accordingly,  as  follows: 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  ac- 
companying papery  in  answer  to  their  resolution 
of  the  21st  instant. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  Dec.  28, 1840. 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  Dec.  28, 1840. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been 
referred  ihe  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, dated  tbe  21it.  instant,  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent "to  communicate  to  that  House  (it  not  in  his 
opinion  incompatible  with  the  public  interest)  all 
the  conetpondence  between  this  Government  and 
that  of  Great  Bri  ain,  or  the  officers  or  agents  of  . 
either,  or  the  officers  and  agents  of  this  Govern- 
ment with  the  President  or  any  of  its  Departments, 
which  ha«  not  heretofore  been  communicated  to 
that  House,  on  the  subject  of  (he  ourtage  of  burn- 
ing the  Caroline  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  and  whe- 
ther there  is  any  prospect  of  compensation  being 
made  to  the  owner  of  said  boat  for  the  loss  thereof; 
and,  also,  whether  any  communications  have  been 
made  to  this  Government  in  regard  to  the  arrest 
and  imprisonment  of McLeod,  by  tbe  autho- 
rities of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  being  concert- 
ed in  said  outrage;  and,  if  so,  that  he  communicate 
a  copy  thereof  to  that  House,"  has  the  honor  to  re- 
port to  ths  President,  in  answer  to  that  resolution, 
the  accompanying  papers. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
To  the  Fresioent  of  the  U.  States  of  America. 

Mr,  Stevenson  to  Mr.  Forsyth. — Extract 

Legation  of  the  United  States! 
London,  July  2,  1839. 
•  *•••« 

I  regret  to  say  that  no  answer  has  yet  been  given 
to  my  note  in  the  case  of  the  " Caroline/'  1  hare 
not  deemed  it  proper  under  the  circumstances  to 
press  the  subject  without  further  instructions  from 
your  Department.  If  it  i*  the  wish  of  the  Govern- 
,  ment  that  I  should  do  so,  I  pray  to  be  informed  of 
it,  and  the  degree  of  urgency  that  I  am  to 
adopt. 

Mr,  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Stovenson. — Extract. 
Depahtmentof  Statb, 
Washington,  ll'h  September,  1839. 

With  reference  to  the  closing  paragraph  of  your 
communication  to  the  Department,  dated  the  24  of 
July  last,  (No.  74,)  it  is  proper  to  inform  you  that 
no  instructions  are  at  present  required  for  again 
bringing  forward  the  question  of  the  '  Caroline.' * 
I  have  had  frequent  conversations  with  Mr.  Fox  in 
regard  to  this  subject— one  of  very  recent  date— 
and  frem  its  lone,  the  President  expects  the  British 
Government wiit  answer  your  apphcaion  in  the 
case  without  much  farther  delay. 


Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
Washington,  December  13,  1840. 
Sir:  I  am  informed  by  his  Excellency  the  Lieu- 
tent  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada, 
that  Mr.  Alexander  McLeod,  a  British  subject, 
and  hie  depuiy  sheriff  of  the'  Niagara  district  in 
Upper  Canada,  was  arrested  at  Lc  wis: on,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  on  the  12th  of  last  month,  on 
a  pretended  charge  of  murder  and  arson,  as  having 
been  engaged  in  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the 
piratical  steamboat  "Caroline,"  in  the  month  of 
December,  1837.    After  a  tedious  and  vexatious 
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examination,  Mr.  McLeod  was  committed  for  trial, 
and  be  is  now  imprisoned  in.Lockport  jail. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  upon  the  Government  of 
the  United  Slates  to  take  prompt  and  effectual 
steps  for  the  liberation  of  Mr.  McLeod.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  destruction  of  the  steamboat 
"Caroline"  was  a  public  act  of  persons  in  her  Ma- 
jesty ^  service,  obeying  the  order  of  their  superior 
authorities.  That  aet,  therefore,  according  to  the 
usages  of  nations,  can  only  be  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion between  the  two  National  Governments: 
It  cannot  justly  be  made  the  ground  of  legal  pro- 
ceedings in  the  United  Stales  against  the  individu- 
als concerned,  who  were  bound  to  objy  the  au- 
thorities appointed  by  their  own  Government 

I  may  add  that  I  believe  it  is  quite  notorious  that 
Mr.  McLeod  was  not  one  of  the  party  engaged  in 
the  destruction  of  the  steamboat  "Caroline;"  and 
that  the  pretended  charge  upon  which  he  has  been 
imprisoned  rests  only  upon  the  perjured  testimo- 
ny of  certain  Canadian  outlaws  and  their  abettors, 
who,  unfortunately  for  (he  peace  of  that  neighbor- 
hood, are  still  permitted  by  the  authorities  of  the 
State  of  New  York  to  infest  the  Canadian  frontier. 

The  question,  however,  of  whether  Mr.  McLeod 
was  or  was  not  concerned  in  the  destruction  of  the 
"Caroline,"  is  beside  the  purpose  of  the  present 
communication.    That  act  was  the  public  act  of 

Srsons  obeying  the  constituted  authorities  of  her 
ajesiy's  Province.  The  National  Government 
of  the  United  States  thought  themselves  called  upon 
to  remonstrate  against  it;  and  a  remonstrance 
which  the  President  did  accordingly  address  to  her 
Majesty's  Government,  is  still,  I  believe,  a  pending 
subject  of  diplomatic  discussion  between  her  Ma« 
jesty's  Government  and  the  United  States  Legation 
in  London.  I  feel,  therefore,  justified  in  eipecting 
that  the  President's  Government  will  see  the  jus'ice 
and  the  necessity  of  causing  the  present  immediate 
release  of  Mr.  McLeod,  as  well  as  of  taking  such 
steps  as  may  be  requisite  for  preventing  others  01 
lwr  Majesty's  subjects  from  being  persecuted  01 
molested  in  the  United  States  in  a  similar  mannej 
for  the  future. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  McLeod  was  arrested  on  tht 
12 in  nltimo;  that  after  the  examination  of  wit 
nesses,  he  was  finally  committed  for  trial  on  iht 
18th,  and  placed  in  confinement  in  the  jail  of  Lock 
port,  awaiting  the  assizes,  which  will  be  held  then 
in  February  next.  As  the  case  is  naturally  occa- 
sioning a  great  degree  of  excitement  and  indigna- 
tion within  the  British  frontier,  I  earnestly  hop< 
that  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  give  me  an  earlj 
and  satisfactory  answer  to  the  present  represent* 
ioa. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  aenew  to  you 
the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

H.  S.  FOX. 
Hon.  John  Forsyth,.  Ac.  Ac. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  of  Stats,  ■ 
Washington,  December  26,  1840. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  and  have 
laid  before  th«-  Presaden',  your  letter  of  the  13<b 
instant,  touching  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  oi 
Alexander  McLeod,  a  British  subject,  and  late 
Deputy  Sheriff  of  the  Niagara  District,  in  Uppei 
Canada,  on  a  charge  of  murder  and  arson,  as  bav 
ing  b.  en  engaged  in  the  capture  and  destruction  ol  • 
the  steamboat  "Caroline,"  in  the  mooth  of  De« 
cember,  1837;  in  respect  to  which  you  state  that 
you  feel  it  your  duijr  to  call  upon  the  Government 
of  the  Uoited  Stages  to  take  prompt  and  e fleet u a 
steps  for  the  liberation  of  Mr.  McLeod,  and  to 
prevent  others  of  the  suljec!s  of  her  Majtsiy,  ihe 
Cteen  of  Great  Britain,  from  being  persecuted  ol 
mo  If  sted  in  a  similar  manner,  for  the  future. 

This  demand,  with  the  grounds  upon  which  it  is 
made,  has  been  duly  considered  by  the  Pre*  id  en', 
with  a  sincere  desire  to  give  to  it  such  a  reply  as 
will  not  only  manifest  a  proper  regard  far  the  cha- 
racter and  rishts  of  the  United  States,  but,  at  ttu 
same  time,  lend  to  preserve  the  amicable  relations 
which,  so  advantageously  for  both,  subsist  between 
this  country  and  England.  Of  the  reality  of  this 
disposition,  and  of  ihe  unifoimity  with  which  it 
has  been  evinced  in  he  many  delicate  and  difficult 
questions  which  have  arisen  between  the  two  conn* 


tries  in  the  last  few  years,  no  one  can  be  more  con- 
vinced than  yourself.  It  is  then  with  unfeigned 
regret  that  the  President  fiinds  himself  unable  to 
recognise  the  validity  of  a  demand,  a  compliance 
with  which  you  deem  so  material  to  the  preserva 
tion  of  the  good  understanding  which  has  bee* 
hitherto  manifested  between  the  two  countries. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  several  States  which  con 
stitute  the  Union  is,  within  its  appropriated  sphero 
perfectly  independent  of  the  Federal  Government 
The  offence  with  which  Mr.  McLeod  is  charged 
was  committed  within  the  territory,  and  against  the 
laws  and  citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  is 
one  that  comes  clearly  within  the  competency  of  her 
tribunals..  It  doe?,  not,  therefore  present  an  occa- 
sion  where,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  tb<! 
Union,  the  interposition  called  for  would  be  pro- 
per,  or  for  which  a  warrant  can  be  found 
in  ths  powers  with  which  the  Federal  Executive  is 
invested.  Nor  would  the  circumstances  to  whici 
you  have  referred,  or  the  reasons  you  have  urged 
justify  the  exertion  of  such  a  power,  if  it  ex 
isted.  The  transaction  out  of  which  the  question 
,  arises,  presents  the  case  of  a  most  unjustifiable  in- 
vasion, in  time  of  peace,  of  a  portion  of  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  by  a  hand  of  armed  men  from 
the  adjacent  territory  of  Canada,  the  forcible  cap 
ture  by  them  within  our  own  waters,  and  the.silbsc* 
qnent  destruction  of  a  steamboat,  the  properly  of  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  the  murder  of  one 
or  more  American  citizens.  If  arretted  at  the  time, 
the  offenders  might  unquestionably  have  been 
brought  to  justice  by  the  judicial  authorities  of  the 
State  within  whose  acknowledged  territory  these 
crimes  were  committed;  and  their  subsequent  vo- 
luntary entrance  within  that  territory,  places  them 
in  the  same  situation..  The  President  is  not 
aware  of  any  principle  of  international  law,  oi 
indeed  of  reason  or  justice,  which  entitles  such  of- 
fenders  to  impunity  before  the  legal  tribunals, 
whea  coming  voluntarily  within' their  independent 
and  undoubted  jurisdiction,  because  they  acted  in 
obedience  to  their  superior  authorities,  or  because 
their  acts  have  become  the  Subject  of  diplomatic 
discussion  between  the  two  Governments.  These 
methods  of  redress,  the  legal  prosecution  of  the  of- 
fenders, and  the  application  of  their  Government 
for  satisfaction,  arc  independent  of  each  other,  and 
may  be  separately  and  simultaneously  pursued. 
The  avowal  or  justification  of  the  outrage  by  the 
British  authorities,  might  be  a  ground  of  complaint 
with  the  Government  of  the  United  State?,  distind 
from  the  violation  of  the  territory  -and  laws,  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  The  application  of  the  Go* 
vernment  of  the  Union  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  foi 
the  redress  of  an  authorized  outrage  of  the  peace, 
dignity,  and  rights  of  the  United  States,  cannot 
deprive  the  State  of  New  York  of  her  undoubted 
right  of  vindicating,  through  the  exercise  of  hei 
judicial  power,  the  property  and  lives  of  her  citi- 
zens. You  have  very  properly  regarded  the  al- 
leged absence  of  Mr.  McLeod  from  the  scene  oi 
the  offence  at  the  time  when  it  was  committed,  at 
net  material  to  the  decision  of  the  present  question 
That  is  a  matter  to  be  decided  by  legal  evidence; 
and  the  sincere  desire  of  the  President  is,  that  it 
may  be  satisfactorily  established.  If  the  de- 
struction of  the  Caroline  was  a  public  act  of  per 
sons  in  her  Majesty's  service,  obeying  the  order  ol 
their  superior  auihorities,  this  fact  has  not  been  be- 
fore  communicated  to  the  Government  ofthe  United 
Slates  by  a  person  authorized  to  make  the  admis- 
sion; and  it  will  be  for  the  court  which  has  taken 
cognizance  of  the  offence  with  which  Mr.  McLood 
is  charged,  to  decide  npon  its  validly  when  legally 
established  before  it. 

The  President  deems  this  to  be  a  proper  occasion 
to  remind  the  Government  of  her  Britannic  Ma- 
jes-y-tbat  ihe  case  of  the  "Caroline"  has  been  long 
since  brought  to  the  attention  of  her  Majesty 's 
principal  Secretary  of  Stats  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
who,  up  to  this  day,  has  not  communicated  its  de- 
cision thereupon.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Government 
of  her  Majesty  will  perceive  the  importance  of  no 
longer  leaving  the  Government  of  the  United 
'States  uninformed  of  its  views  and  intentions  upon 
a  subjeet  which  has  naturally  produced  much  ex- 
asperation, and  which  has  led  to  such  grave  conse- 
quences. 


I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  yoq 
the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 
JOHN  FORSYTH. 
H.  S.  Fox,  esq.  6c  Ac.  Ac. 

The  documents  accompanying  the  Presidents 
message,  in  relation  to  the 

BURNING  OF  THE  STEAMBOAT  CAROLINE, 

having  been  read,  and  the  question  being  on  the  re- 
consideration of  the  vote  -by  which  5,000  extra  co- 
pies had  been  ordered  to  be  printed, 

Mr.  ALFORO  said  ha  was  happy  that  he  had 
moved  the  reconsideration,  and  that  be  was  now  sa- 
tisfied, having  heard  the  papers  read,  that  they 
they  ought  to  be  printed.  He  was  satisfied  that  the 
answer  of  Mr.  Forsyth  was  a  good  State  Righto 
paper;  and  he  should  think  that  his  instincts  of  jus- 
tice were  blunted  by  party  spirit,  if  he  were  capa- 
ble of  doing  injustice  to  that  officer  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. He  (Mr.  A.)  hoped  .that  the  party 
strife  which  had  just  passed  had  not  blunted  the  in- 
stincts of  justice  of  the  great  Whig  party  of  the 
United  States,  nor  of  the  State  Rights  party,  of 
which  he  had  lived  an  humble  member,  and  of 
which  he  hoped  to  die  a  member.  He  was  satis- 
fied that  the  rights  of  the  Empire  Bute  of  New 
York  had  been  vindicated  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  an  able  and  dignified  manner;  and  he  was  sorry 
to  say  that  this  was  the  only  paper  coming  from 
that  Department  that  he  could  commend  in  that 
light. 

As  regarded  his  sympathy  towards  the  Northeas- 
tern territory,  he,  as  a  Southern  man,  had  not 
more  than  he  ought  to  have;  but  be  did  know 
that  the  Lion  of  England  had  been  growling  for  his 
prey  on  that  Northeastern  boundary  long  ago.  As 
an  American  citizen,  he  felt  humbled  at  the  reflec- 
tion that,  under  the  administration  of  Martin  Ysa 
Biiren,  the  Eag'e  of  his  country  had  cowered  under 
the  Lion  of  England;  be  felt  humbled  that  a  coun- 
try which,  even  in. the  days  of  the  Revolution,  was 
strong  enough  to  defend  its  rights,  should  now  per- 
mit the  Queen  of  England  to  deprive  them  of  every 
thing.  Aggression  after  aggression  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  it  would  continue  to  be  an  so  long  as 
the  head  of  the  Executive  Government  failed  to  de- 
fend the  doctrines  contained  in  this  document. 

Mr. .A.  then  withdrew  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  STANLY  renewed  it. 

Mr.  HOLMES  of  South  -Carolina  said  he  was 
quite  delighted  with  this  debate;  not,  however,  be- 
cause the  incidental  question  of  State  rights  had 
been  introduced,  for  that  was  about  the  same  thing 
as  the  Constitution,  which  every  man  construed 
according  to  his  own  taste.    Bat  he  was  delighted 
because  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  giyen  his 
approval  to  at  least  cne  act  of  the  Administration. 
He  was  glad  that  one  member  of  the  opposite  party 
had  the  generosity  to  acknowledge  them  in  the 
right  for  once.     The  gentletnin  had,  however, 
touched  on  the  very  important  subject  of  the  North- 
eastern boundary.    He  bad  said  that  the  Lion  of 
England  had  growled,  while  we  paid  no  regard  to 
it,  etc.    Now  be  (Mr.  H  )  wished  to  know  whe« 
ther  the  remarks  made  by  that  gentleman  were  to 
be  considered  ominous  of  the  future  action  of  the 
new  Administration?    Were  we  not  to  judge,  from 
the  remarks  made  by  one  of  its  friends,  that  we 
were  to  be  precipitated  into  a  conflict  with  this 
mighty  power,  prepared  and  aimed  at  every  point, 
and  that,  too,  tor  a  line  of  demarcation?    If  they 
were  to  rush  into  the  conflict — if  the  Sooth  was  to 
be  prostrated,  he  was  thankful  that  gentlemen  had 
fhown  their  hands,  that  the  South  might  know  that 
occ  of  ihe  results  attending  the  triumph  of  this 
great  party,  was  a  question  of  territorial  war. 

Mr.  ALFORD  replied  to   these  remarks,  and 
said  that  he  had  not  spoken  in  behalf  of  the  coming 
Administration.    He  bad  it  not  in  his  eye  or  bis 
mind  at  the  time  be  spoke;  he  knew  nothing  of  iti 
secrets  nor  its  intentions.    He  had  had  no  confe- 
rence with  its  friends,  nor  had  his  advice  ever  been 
asked.    He  spoke  for  himself— he  spoke  the  senti- 
ments of  his  own  heart,  when  he  said  that  the  Lion 
of  England  had  growled  for  its  prey  on  the  North- 
eastern boundary.    Whatever  might  be  the  opinioa 
of  the   gentleman  from   South    Carolina,  I  Mr. 
Holmes,]  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  express  his  belief 
that,  if  ever  the  issue  of  which  the  gentleman  spoke 
did  come,  ihe  State  of  South  Carolina  would  be 
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m  in  the  first  ranks,  gallantly  defending  the  ho- 
ar, and  maintaining  the  rights  of  the  nation.  This 
inch  ht  eonid  say— toe  being  one  of  the  first  born 
[  inliifieation  out  of  South  Carolina— that  Sooth 
uolina  would  be  the  last  to  hide  her  head,  if  the 
*ntry  should  ever  be  encaged  in  a  war  with  Bri- 
ia.  His  own  wish  was,  that  we  never  might  have 
ar  with  h*r  on  this  or  any  other  question,  if  it 
tald  be  honorably  avoided. 
For  th*part  which  he  had  taken  in  the  recent 
eiorioos  straggle,  he  claimed  no  honor  distinct 
Dm  his  colleagues  and  his  country;  and  in  cbarac- 
riztng  as  he  had  done  the  communication  of  Mr. 
orsyth,  he  (Mr.  A  )  had  done  only  thai  which  a 
ose  of  justice  dictated. 

Mr.  GUSHING,  after  some  preliminary  re- 
jaks  in  relation  to  the  great  importance  of  the 
ibject  involved  in  the  documents,  called  particu- 
r  attention  to  the  fact,  that  this  was  the  first  time 
had  been  officially  avowed  that  the  outrage  on 
e  Caroline  was  authorized  by  the  Government  of 
rent  Britain.  Ton  will  perceive,  said  Mr.  C. 
it  Mr.  Pox  *  ays: 

"It  is  well  known  that  the  destruction  of  the 
maboat  Caroline  was  a  public  act  of  persons 
ber  Majesty's  service,  obeying  the  order  of  their 
perior  authorities." 

He  (Mr.  C.)  denied  that  the  fact,  that  the  out- 
ge  being  perpetrated  under  the  authority  of  the 
ton  authorities,  had  been  "well  known,"  as  al- 
•ed  bjr  Sir.  Pox.  Two  years  ago,  Lord  Pal  mer- 
it was  asked  that  question,  but  it  had  never 
a  avowed  until  the  present  timev  Therefore, 
wonld  repeat  that  the  assertion  as  to  the  fact 
v  avowed  being  "well  known,11  was,  in  point  of 
*,  mtrae.  This  had  been  very  properly  noticed 
the  Secretary  of  State  in  his  reply  to  Mr.  Fox, 
follows: 

'If  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  was  a  public 
of  persons  in  her  Majesty's  service,  obeying  the 
er  of  their  superior  authorise*,  this  fact  ha*  not 
b  before  communicated  to  the  Government  of 
United  States." 

foe  fact  of  this  avowal,  however,  gave  the  sub- 
[  an  importance  which  it  did  not  before  posses?. 
.  C.  then  proceeded  tp  show  that  as  the  au  the- 
ft of  the  Colonial  Provinces  had  punished 
lerican  citizens  engaged  in  piratical  acts  on  their 
it,  by  a  parity  of  reasoning  the  State  of  New 
rk  bad  the  same  right  to  punish  persons  engaged 
watical  acts  within  her  waters. 
Kr.  C.  then  entered  into  a  vindication  of  the 
ads  of  General  Harrison,  and  complained  that 
De  at  one  time  they  were  charged  with  being  the 
es  and  tools  of  (Feat  Britain,  they  were  now 
aged  with  a  design  to  involve  the  country  in 
r  with  that  power.  He  denied  both  the  charges. 
ir.  DUNCAN  demanded  of  the  gentleman 
u  Massachusetts    [Mr.  CushinqI    when   and 

re  the  Administration  had  charged  the  Whigs 
being  the  "tools  of  Great  Britain."    Let  the 
■ber  lay  his  finger  upon  the  place  where  it  bad 

■  asserted  by  any  paper,  or  present,  if  he  could, 
[  such  extract  to  the  House.  The  Whig  patty 
[** been  charged  by  the  Van  Baren  press  with 
V  the  "tools"  of  Great  Britain;  but  they  had 
a  charged  with  being  Under  the  influence  of  the 
W«d  aristocracy  of  that  country —under  the 
Wee  of  British  gold.  And,  said  Mr.  D.  I 
M  advice  gentlemen,  before  they  engage  in  such 
*R*  as  these,  first  to  dear  themselves  from  that 
St.  Let  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
*  before  makiog  such  a  charge  against  the  De- 
hue  party,  and  clear  his  own  party  from  the 
charge  of  acting  under  the  influence  of  the 
«T«d  aristocracy  of  Great  Britain.  Mr.  D. 
desired  the  Clerk  to  read  an  extract  from  a 
»  be  held  in  his  hand;  but 

se  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
*t  on  which  the  gentleman  was  speaking  was 

■  order  on  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  printing 
fcuments. 

f-  DUNCAN  was  perfectly  willing  to  speak  in 
1  bo t  if  he  was  out  of  order  in  showing  the 
y  of  a  charge  against  the  Administration,  why 
not  the  gentleman  who  made  that  charge 
i to  order?  Mr.  D.  said  the  charge  aga;nst 
kotocratic  party  having  been  made,  and  he 
*g  denied  it,  he  was  now  about  to  prove  that 


the  Whigs  and  the  institutions  of  the  country  were 
governed  and  managed  by  the  moneyed  aristocracy 
of  England. 

After  some  conversation  of  a  desultory  cha- 
racter, 

Mr.  STANLY  withdrew  his  motion  to  reconsi- 
der. So  the  question  was  no  longer  before  the 
House. 

REFERENCE  OF  SENATE  BILLS. 

Toe  following  bills  from  the  Senate  weie  twice 
read,  and  referred  as  follows  : 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Lemuel  White ; 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Barnes,  widow 
of  Elijah  Barnes ;  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions.     r 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  David  Walter ;  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

An  act  for  the  relief  Samuel  Collins;  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

An  act  for  the  relief  Joseph  Basseit ;  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  procure  steam  vessels  for  the  revenue  ser- 
vice ;  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Joab  Seeley ;  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  William  P.  Ratbbone ;  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Richard  T.  Bank*;  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  to  pay  Ben  Murphy,  of  Arkansas,  for 
corn,  cattle,  &c;  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  makiog  an  appropriation  for  the  removal 
of  the  raft  in  Red  river ;  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canal?. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  to  authorize  the  Stale  of 
Tennessee  to  issue  grants  to  lands  and  settle  claims 
to  vacant  land?,  passed  18.h  of  April,  1606;  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Selma  and  Tennes- 
see Railroad  Company;  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

An  act  further  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for 
taking  the  sixth  census  or  enumeration  of  the  in- 
habitants of  tbe  United  States;  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  allowing  drawback  on  foreign  merchan- 
dise exported  in  the  original  package  to  Chihuahua 
to  Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico;  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  extending  the  same  privilege  to  the  ex- 
portations  to  the  adjoining  dominions  of  Great 
Britain. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  corporate  authorities 
of  Mobile;  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
SCHOOLS  FOR  INDIANS. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Ohio  asked  leave  to  move  a  re- 
solution which  was  read  at  the  Clerk's  table;  and 
no  objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  intro- 
duced, and  it  was  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That.the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  in  what  manner  that  part  of 
the  20 th  article  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Choctaw  nation,  made  at  Dancing 
Rabbit  Creek,  and  dated  September  27, 1830,  has 
been  executed,  which  stipulates  that  "for  the  bene- 
fit and  advantage  of  the  Choctaw  people,  and  to 
improve  their  condition,  there  shall  be  educated 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  and  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  United  States,  forty  Choctaw  youths 
for  twenty  years." 

And  that  be  communicate  copies  of  all  such  re- 
gulations as  may  have  been  adopted,  of  orders  is- 
sued, and  correspondence  bad,  relating  to  the  exe- 
cution of  that  stipulation,  and  state  what  amount 
of  money  has  been  appropriated,  and  what  amount 
expended  on  account  thereof;  what  agent  or  Agents 
have  been -employee1,  their  names,  number,  and 
compensation;  whether  an  acidemy  or  other  school 
has  been  established  for  the  education  of  the  Choc- 
taw youth),  and  at  what  time  and  plac;  whether 
teachers  have  been  employed,  and  the  names,  num- 
ber, and  compensation  of  each;  what  number  of 
the  Choctaw  youths,  or  other  persons,  if  any,  have 
been  received  into,  or  educated  at,  such  school,  and 
at  what  cost  per.  scholar;  what  buildings,  if  any-, 
have  been  erected  for  the  accommodation  of  such 
school,  and  at  what  cost;  and  what  branches  cf 


learning  have  been  taught  there;  and  how  many 
pupils  have  graduated,  and  in  what  term  of  time 
alter  their  admission;  and  what  is  the  present  num- 
ber of  teachers  and  pupils  belonging  to  the  school. 

And  that  he  be  required  to  make  a  similar  report 
and  statement  in  regard  to  the  execution  of  so  much 
of  the  same  article  of  said  treaty  as  provides  that 
"fifty  thousand  dollars,'  viz:  twenty-five  hundred 
dollars  annually,  shall  be  given  for  the  support  of 
three  teachers  of  schools  for  twenty  years." 
PESENTATION  OF  PETITIONS. 

The  States  and  Territories  were  then  called  for 
petitions.    They  were  presented  by 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  DOWNING,  of  Florida. 

Mr.  CRARY,  of  Mibhigan. 

Mr.  JAMESON,  of  Missouri. 

[Mr.  Jameson  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri  on  the  subject  of  the 
northern  boundary  of  that  State.  Also,  the  memo- 
rial from  same  on  tbe  subject  of  the  swamp  lands; 
and  also,  the  petition  of  Win.  Turney  for  an  ad- 
ditional pension.  The  two  last  of  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  appropriate  committees,  and  the  first 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.] 

Messrs.  CRABB  and  DILLET,  of  Alabama. 

Mestrs  CASEY  and  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois. 

[Mr.  Reynolds  presented  the  petition  of  121 
citizens  of  Williamson  county,  Illinois,  praying 
for  a  change  of  the  mail  route  from  Go'conda  to 
Frankfort  in  said  State,  so  as  to  pass  Marion,  the 
county  seat  of  said  Williamson  county:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.] 

Messrs.  LANE,  CARR,  and  DAVIS,  of  In- 
diana. 

[Mr.  Carr  presented  the  petition  of  Alexander 
Chambers,  of  Indiana,  asking  a  pension:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions.] 

Messrs.  SWENEY,  STARKWEATHER, 
WELLER,  MASON,  and  MED1LL,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  TURNEY,  of  Tennessee. 

[Mr.  Turney  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Parnel,  of  Tennessee,  late  a  volunteer  in  Florida, 
praying  an  investigation  into  the  causes  of  the 
great  delay  to  pay  for  the  horses  lost  in  Florida: 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.] 

Messrs.  UNDERWOOD,  GREEN,  TRIP- 
LETT,  and  BUTLER,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  HABERSHAM,  of  Georgia. 

Messrs.  THOMPSON,  BUTLER,  and  PICK- 
ENS, of  South  Catolina. 

Mr.  DEBERRY,  of  North  Carolina. 

Messrs.  BEATTY,  HENRY,  KEIM,  TO- 
LA ND,  and  FORNANCB,  of  Pennsylvania. 

[Mr.  Kbim  presented  the  petitions  of  Margaret 
Glencer,  Maria  E.  Fox,  and  Susanna  Mellon,  pen- 
sioners under  the  act  of  7ih  July,  1838,  praying  a 
continuance  of  pension.  Also,  the  petition  of 
Philip  Auspach,  asking  for  arrear*  of  pension.] 

[Mr.  Tolano  remarked  that  he  was  desirous  of 
presenting  a  memorial  of  tbe  Anti-slavery  Society 
of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  which  prayed  for  a  change 
or  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  regarding  the  toleration  of  slavery.  He 
did  not  conceive,  inasmuch  as  it  asked  for  an  alte- 
ration in  the  fundamental  law  of  the  land,  that  it 
came  within  the  rule  of  the  House  prohibiting  the 
reception  of  petitions  upon  tbe  subject  of  slavery; 
that  the  Speaker,  however,  might  think  different- 
ly; and  that,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  his 
opinion,  he  would  send  him  the  memorial  to  exa- 
mine at  his  seat.  Mr.  T.  atao  remarked,  that  if 
the  Speaker  decided  that  the  memorial  came  under 
the  rule,  he  should  feel  it  his  duly  to  take  an  ap- 
peal. 

Trie  Speaker  examined  (he  memorial,  and  ob- 
served that  he  was  not  surpri>ed  at  the  doubts  of 
the  gentlemen,  that  he  felt  it,  however,  to  be  his 
duty  to  decide  that  it  did  come  within  the  class  ex- 
cluded by  the  rule;  but  that  ht  had  no  objection  to 
the  appeal  which  Mr.  T.  said  he  would  take. 

Mr.  Toland  then  took  the  appeal — the  question 
was  put,  and  tbe  Speaker's  decision  was  affirmed 
without  a  division  ] 

Messrs.  MONT  AN  YA,  JACKSON,  BREW- 
STER, KEMPSHALL,  ALLEN,  HAND,  ELY, 
MITCHELL,    MORGAN,    MONROE,   CHIT- 
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TEN  DEN,  RUSSELL.  FILLMORE,  PECK,  and 
GRANGER,  of  New  Yoik. 

[Mr.  Hahd  presented  a  memorial  of  86  citizens 
of  Pittsburgh,  New  York,  praying  the  passage  of 
a  general  bankrupt  law;  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary.  Also,  a  memorial  of  Eikanah 
Watson,  setting  forth  the  advantage  to  the  United 
Stale*  of  a  railroad  for  military  and  other  purposes 
between  Port  Kent,  on  Lake'  Champlain,  and  Og. 
densburgh,  &c.  Ac*  Also,  on  his  motion,  ihe  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions  was  discharged 
from  the  further,  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Hugh  Malloy;  and  the  same  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions.  Also,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions  was  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  John 
Arheart;  and  the  same  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims.] 

[Mr.  BtEWSTca  presented  the  memorial  of  Geo. 
H.  McWhorter  and  several  hundred  other  citizens 
of  Owego  co.  N.  Y.  in  relation  to  the  piers  and 
mole  at  Oswego:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  ordered  that  the  memorial  be 
printed.] 

[Mr.  Jackson  presented  the  memorial  of  Capt. 
Noah  Mason,  keeper  of  the  light -house  at  Sands 
Point,  N.  Y.  asking  compensation  for  moneys  ex- 
pended by  him  in  improving  ihe  property  belong* 
iag  to  the  United  Stales  at  that  place] 

[Mr.  Morgak  presented  the  petition  of  Willet 
Lonnsbury,  Hiram  Rathbun,  and  54  other  citizens 
of  Cayuga  co.  N.  Y.  for  a  general  bankrupt  law. 
The  petition  of  G.  S.  Murphy,  Isaac  Sclover,  and  71 
other  citizens  of  the  same,  for  the  same.  The  pe- 
tition of  Thomas  Y.  How,  jr.  for  lha  issuing  of  a 
patent,  and  for  other  relief  ] 

Mr.  EASTMAN,  of  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  of  Maine. 

Mr.  BLADE,  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN,  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  CRANSTON,  of  Rhode  Island. 

Messrs.  BRIGGS,  CUSHING,  PA  RM ENTER, 
REED,  SALTONSTALL,  ADAMS,  and  CAL- 
HOUN, of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  a  letter,  which  he  con- 
sidered in  the  nature  of  a  petition,  from  a  Mr.  At- 
tree,  of  New  York,  who  considered  his  character 
as  a  Reporter  and  a  man  injuriously  assailed  by 
the  ^reading,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  by 
Mr.  Monroe,  of  New  York,  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
J  affray  of  that  city,  in  which  a  report  made  by  said 
Attree  was  represented  as  a  burlesque  of  a  upeech 
delivered  by  Mr.  Jaffray  at  a  certain  meeting  held 
in  New  York,  and  by  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Monroe 
and  Mr.  Wise  thereon.  Mr.  A.  said  he:  did  not 
know  the  individual,  nor  did  he  know  he  had  ever 
seen  him,  unless  it  might  have  been  once,  whan  he 
was  engaged  in  repotting  a  lecture  which  Mr.  A. 
had  delivered  (on  any  thing  but  politics)  shortly 
before  the  commencement  of  the  present  session; 
%but  be  presented  and  would  ask  for  the  reading  of 
*  the  letter  as  an  act  »of  justice  to  the  person  con- 
cerned. 

Some  remarks  fell  from  Mr.  A.  which  related  to 
the  part  Mr.  Monroe  bad  taken  in  ihe  debata  on 
the  bill  reforted  by  Mr.  A.  for  the  prevention  of 
frauds  on  the  revenue. 

The  letter  having  been  read — 

Mr.  MONROE  of  New  York  expressed  his  sur- 
prise and  regret  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  bad  thought  it  proper  to  bring  a 
matter  like  this  before  (hat  solemn  assembly.  The 
communication,  as  published  in  the  Herald,  had 
reached  the  city  the  night  before,  and  Mr.  M's  a'- 
tention  bad  been  called  to  it,  snp posing  it  might 
contain  something  personal  to  himself  and  the  ho- 
norable gentle-nan  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise.) 
He  bad  carefully  examined  it  to  see  whelHer  the 
writer,  in  any  part  of  it,  had  taken  exception  to 
the  course  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Wise  and  himself 
in  what  they  had  said,  a  tew  days  since,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  report  of  Mr.  Jaffray 's  speech,  and  he  did 
not  so  understand  the  writer.  In  what  Mr.  M.  had 
said,  in  the  spur  of  the  moment,  he  had  had  bo  inten- 
tion  to  call  in  question  ihe  qualification  of  Mr. 
Atlrec  a*  a  Reporter,  or  the  accuracy  ol  the  Herald; 
but  he  had,  on  a  .peroral  of  hi*  report  of  Mr.  Jaf- 
fray's  speech  on  ihe  necessity  of  the  merchants  of 
New  York  employing  an  agent  at  Washington, 


been  led  at  once  to  conclude  that  it  must  have  been 
a  burlesque  of  the  speech  actually  delivered;  for  he 
could  not  believe  that  any  one,  who  wished,  as 
Mr.  Jaffray  did,  to  prevent  the  passage  of  a  law 
in  Congress,  could  ever  be  so  blind  to  his  own 
interests  as  to  make  such  a  speech  as  that  given 
as  his  in  the  New  York  Herald. 

Bat  farther:  Mr.  Jaffray  had  himself  published, 
in  that  very  paper,  a  letter  or  card,  positively  de- 
nying the  correctness  of  the  report,  and  represent- 
ing it  as  a  caricature  of  his  remarks;  which  "card 
had  been  published  in  the  Herald,  without  editorial 
comment  or  remark,  to  his  knowledge.  Hence 
Mr.  M.  concluded,  of  course,  as  any  man  would 
naturally  conclude,  that  the  report  was  admitted  by 
the  editor  to  have  been,  at  it  was  charged  to  be,  a 
mere  playful  burlesque.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  not 
there  to  defend  Mr.  Jaffray,  nor  was  he  there  to  as- 
sail  any  man.  When  the  report  of  Mr.  Jaffray  *s 
letter  had  been  read,  he  perceived  that  it  had  more 
effect  in  the  House  than  he  could  have  thought  it 
at  all  likely  to  have;  and  apprehending  that  the 
character  of  the  great  body  of  the  merchants  of 
New  York  might  possibly  be  injuriously  affected  by 
the  impression  it  produced,  and  from  the  comments 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams] 
on  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  at  which  it  bad 
been  delivered,  Mr  M.  as  in  duty  bounxl,  had  risen 
in  tfeeir  defence,  and  had  endeavored  to  show  that 
tbey  were  in  no  wise  justly  implicated.  As  to  this 
Mr.  Attree,  Mr.  M.  had  no  doubt  he  was  one  of 
the  best  reporters  in  this  country.  He  had  said  no- 
thing against  his  capacity  or  character,  but  he  had 
honpstly  supposed  the  report  was  a  burlesque.  He 
repeated  that  he  had  not  risen  to  defend  Mr.  Jaffray 
or  to  attack  the  editor  or  reporter  >  of  the  Herald, 
but  merely  to  perform  a  duty  to  hie  constituent",  by 
preventing  misapprehension  on  this  floor.  As  an 
evidence  of  the  total  contempt  in  which  this  whole 
matter  was  regarded  in  New  York,  in  all  the  letters 
he  had  received  from  that  city,  not  a  word  was  said 
in  any  one  of  them  about  it.  In  fact,  it  was  too 
ridiculous  an  affair  for  Mr.  M.  to  have  any  thing 
further  to  do  with,  and  he  washed  his  bands  of  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  from 
New  Yerk  [Mr.  Monroe]  had  alluded  to  him  as 
intending,  in  any  remarks  he  had  submitted,  to  in- 
jure the  character  of  the  merchants  of  New  York — 

Mr.  MONROE  promptly  interposed  to  disavow 
any  such  idea;  he  was  fully  aware  that  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Massachusetts  would  be  one  of 
the  very  last  men  unjustly  to  assail  the  reputation  of 
so  respectable  a  body  of  men,  or  of  any  other  class 
of  citizens  throughout  this  country.  * 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  this  was  sufficient  for  him.. 
No  man  cherished  a  higher  respect  for  the  mer- 
chants of  New  York  than  he  did;  those,  especially, 
who  were  in  a  proper  sense  American  merchants. 
But  the  meeting,  railing  itself  a  meeting  of  the 
merchant?  of  New  York,  consisted  of  a  very  diffe- 
rent description  of  persons;  being  composed,  chiefly, 
of  Scotchmen  and  Yorkshire  clothiers  the  very 
men  against  whose  frauds  the  bill  he  had  introduced 
was  aimed.  As  to  the  remark*  of  Mr.  Jaffray  on 
himself,  he  should  say  nothing,  save  to  that  por- 
tion of  them  which  charged  him  with  "having  been 
closeted  for  two  hours  with  the  Collector  of  New 
York"  when  Mr.  A.  was  coming  on  to  Congress — 
to  which  he  plead  guilty;  he  had  been  closeted  with 
that  officer,  though  not  quite  for  twabours.  He  had 
gone  at  the  request  of  the  Collector,  who,  hearing  of 
his  being  in  the  city,  bad  &ent  a  note  to  him  to  Fee 
him  at  the  custom-house;  and  in  that  conversation 
the  Collector  had  expressed  a  very  strong  desire  that 
trat  portion  of  the  bill  to  prevent  frauds  on  the  re- 
venue, which  Mr.  A.  had  formerly  reported  to  this 
Hou^e,  should  be  reported  again.  With  Mr.  Hoyt 
or  with  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Builer,  Mr.  A.  could  claim 
liule  political  sympathy;  but  he  had  gone  as  he  was 
requested;  and  there  it  was  stated  to  him  that  the 
frauds  ccinp'ained  of  were  going  on  still,  and  that 
the  bill  was  as  necessary  now  as  it  had  ever  been; 
and  the  Collector  had  observed  that  his  successor, 
whoever  he  might  be,  would  find  it  so.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  entertained  the  same  de?ire 
for  ihi  passage  of  the  bill.  And  Mr.  A.  would  do 
both  these  officers  of  Government  the  justice  to  say 
that  he  believed,  in  this  matter,  they  were  disposed 
to  discharge  their  public  duty  with  fidelity;  and  he 
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was  willing,  in  this  thing,  to  give  to  tbancoper 
wishes  of  the  Treasury  Department  all  the  sap- 
port  in  that  House  he  was  able. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  moved  that  to 
much  of  the  President's  message  as  relates  to  nflt 
tary  affairs  be  referred  to  the  Committee  oa  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected.  He  said  that  the  pra> 
tice  for  some  years  had  been  for  the  House  to  to 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  lis 
Union,  and  for  some  friend  ef  the  President  (net 
to  portion  out  the  President's  message  among  die 
appropriate  committees,  by  which  means  the  whole 
of  that  document  came  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House.  It  was  a  good  practice,  and  presetted 
ihe  only  mode  by  which  the  House  could  get  Ml 
possession  of  every  part  of  the  message.  Bet, 
within  the  last  few  years,  examples  had  crept  it 
which  he  hoped,  for  all  future  times*  would  stand 
as  warnings  and  not  as  admonition*,  of  not  eon- 
sidering  the  message  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
but  of  individual  gentlemen  picking  out  partiealtx 
subjects  in  it,  and  having  them  referred  to  their 
own  committees.  This  practice  was  not  only 
irregular,  but  highly  inexpedient  and  injariotJ, 
producing  utter  confusion  in  the  legislation  of  the 
House.  It  prevented  the  House  from  getting  the 
whole  message  under  its  discussion;  and  that 
which  it  did  discuss  was  discussed  under  expo- 
sure, evtry  moment,  to  the  previous  qoesticu, 
by  which  free  discussion  and  full  and  ripe  con* 
deration  was  prevented.  Here  a  gentleman  wanted 
one  particular  portion  of  the  message  retcrred  to 
the  Committee  en  Military  Affairs:  but  as  Mr.  A 
considered  the  portions  of  the  message  on  that  ab- 
ject as  highly  important,  he  desired  the  whole  met* 
sage  should  first  be  considered  in  Committee  of  lha 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and  he  felt  the 
rather  anxious  on  this  point  because  me  gentleaut 
at  the  head  of  the  military  committee  at  the  last 
session  had  proposed  to  &a*d  some  1,500  or  1,600 
men  to  the  standing  army  of  the  United  States.  If  thj 
House  did  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Ml. 
A.  should  very  probably  deliver  sentiments  on  «?• 
eral  of  the  subjects  it  contained  very  different  from 
those  expressed  by  the  President  He  hopedftl 
gentleman  would  change  his  motion. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  consented,  in  pursuance  of 
this  suggestion,  to  change  his  motion  for  one  to  ' 
into  Committee  of  the  whole  on  the  ~ 
message,  and  make  it  the  special  order  on 
next.    He  denied,  expressly,  that  the  bill  to 
the  honorable  gentleman  hal  alluded  as  introdi 
last  session  did  propose  to  augmant,  by  a 
officer  or  man,  the  standing  aamy  of  the  Unii 
States;  but  its  object  was  to  protect  a  frontier 
posed  to  the  utmost  dangers  from  savage  ' 
tion  ami  massacre. 

The  motion,  requiring  twe-thirds,  was  not 
to. 

Whereupon  Mr  THOMPSON  gave  notice 
he  should  renew  his  motion  on  Monday  next 
THE  NEW  JERSEY  ELECTION. 

While  -  petitions  were  being  presented  lo- 
Mr.  GARRET  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky,  asked 
to  move  the  folio*  ing  resolution,  which  was 
and  objected  to: 

Whereas  the  majority  of  this  House,  about 
close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  did  decide 
Peter- D.  Vroom,  PniUmoa  Dickereon,  Wtftitf 
Cooper,  Daniel  B.  Ryall,  and  Joseph  Kille,i 
"entitled  to  occupy  as  members  of  the  Hoatf 
Representatives  the  five  contested  stats  front 
State  of  New  Jersey;1'  and  said  majority,  with 
exception  of  the  members  on  the  Committet 
Elections,  had  had  no  opportunity  of  eiamil 
the  testimony  relating  to  said  contested  seat* 
yet  refused  to  permit  said  testimony  to  be  re* 
the  House,  and  proceeded  to  adjudge  and  dfi 
the  right  to  said  seats  in  ntter  ignorance  of 
merits  of  the  contest;  therefore, 

Be  U  resolved,  Tnat  the  aforesaid  decision  of 
majority  of  this  House  ought  to  be  tescinded, 
aside,  and  held  for  naught. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  in  confc 
all  precedent,  to  the  decency,  dignity,  and 
of  such  proceedings,  and  to  the  sanction  of 
oaths  and  their  duty  as  judges  of  the  case,  'v~~ 
ly  examine  the  testimony,  taken  by  its 
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relation  Co'  the  conflicting  claims  to  said  seats,  and 
will  then  impartially  decide  the  right  of  the  said 
Peter  D.  Vrcom,  Philemon  Dickerson,  Wot.  R. 
Cooper,  Daniel  B.  RyaU,  and  Joseph  KiDe,  of  the 
oae  parr,  and  of  John  B.  Aycrigg,  Charles  C. 
$*aUon,J.  B.  MaxweU,  William  Halstead,  and 
T.  Jones  Yortre,  of  the  other  part,  to  them. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  deter - 
nrine  by  law  the  day  for  the  annual  meeting  of 
Cpigrets. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CUSH1NG,  all  the  memorials 
and  e&er  papers  on  file  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
fiattOM  previous  to  1800,  were  referred  to  .the  Com* 
ntftie*  on  Foreign  Affaire;  and  he  gave  notice  that 
he  should  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  sub* 
jest  on  Thursday,  the  7th  of  January  next. 

Mr.  GRAVES  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
lor  the  relief  of  Mary  Hunter;  which,  was  twice 
lead,  and  committed  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LANE  obtained  leave  to  introduce  %  bill  to 
aonaxm  to  the  State  of  Indiana  the  land  selected  b/ 
her  for  that  portion  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal 
which  lies  between  the  mouth  of  the  Tippecanoe 
river  and  Terre  Haute,  and  for  other  purposes; 
»Mdk  hot  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  following  resolutions  wete  introduced  on 
Itave  during  the  presentation  of  petitions,  and  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House: 

By  Mr.  MOORE: 

Uuoktd,  That  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  dated  July  10, 1840,  transmitting  the  re* 
sort  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
m  relation  to  the  claims  filed  in  the  land  office  at 
Opefcmsa?,  under  the  act  of  6  h  February,  1835,  for 
■a  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  land*  in  the  State 
af  Louisiana,  with  all  the  documents,  be  referred  to 
fte  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

ByMr.BElRNE: 

afeseJaerf ,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Pales- 
tine, in  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  Virginia,  to  the 
Sod  Sulphur  Spring,  in  Monroe  county,  in  said 
State. 

By  Mr.  POPE: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
Post  Bonds  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ez- 
ncy  and  justice  of  establishing  a  post  route 
Springfield  to  Maxville,  in  Washington  coun- 
ty, Kentucky,  and  from  Maxville  to  Harrodsburg, 
Ja  Mercer,  and  of  providing  by  law  for  having  the 
'  AaH  carried  on  said  route  as  formerly. 

By  Mr.  A.V.BROWN: 

sttarfucaT,  That*  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  granting  pensions  to  Rowland  Ledbetter, 
Ateathssv  Allen,  widow  of  Daniel  Allen,  and  Corne- 
lius Webb. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TRIPLETT, 

The  House  adjourned  over  till  Monday  next. 

I|T SENATE. 

;  Monday,  January  4,  1841. 

The  VICE  PRE8IDENT  presented  the  memo- 
.  ml  of  the  Council  acd  House  of  Representatives 
Laf  ihs  Terrftoiy  of  Iowa,  praying  an  act  to  autbo- 
:  tine  the  survey  and  estimate  for  a  canal   from 

?lwtm  City  to  some  point  on  the  Cedar  River,  in 
said  Territory;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
l ;  toe  oa  Boads  and  Canals. 
k»  Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Council  and  House  of 
Fleofesentatives  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  praying 
Laft  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  certain 
QMss;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
ptosis  and  Canals. 

u  'Also,  thelmemorial  of  the  Council  and  House  of 
'Bepresentatives  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  praying 
an  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  Terri- 
torial road  in  said  Territory;  which  was  referred  to 
amittee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 
>  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Stat*,  with 
lea  and  compensations  of  the  clerks  em- 
od  in  that  office;  which  was  laid  on  the  table 
LasjJ  ordered  to  be  printed. 
C  iso,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  "of  the  Navy, 
LVsn  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  of  the  contin- 
>mm  fond  of  that  Department. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 


Treasury,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Geneial  Land  Office,  containing  a 
statement  of  its  operations  during  parts  of  the  year 
1839  and  1840;  which  was  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr,  PIERCE  presented  the  petition  of  David  Put- 
ney; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  NpRVELL  presented  the  petition  of  one 

I  hundred  and  seventy  citizens  of  Michigan,  praying 

H/me  passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which,  as 

Y a  bill  on  the  subject  bad  been  already  reported,  was 

laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  N.  presented  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Ma- 
comb county,  Michigan,  praying  for  the  imposition 
of  a  duty  on  foreign  si  I  Irs;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  N.  also  presented  the  pefition  of  citizens  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  praying  for  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  Port  Sheldon. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  a  discontinuance 
of  the  spirit  portion  ot  the  navy  ration,  and  the  sub- 
stitution of  healthful  beverages  therefor;  which 
w*s  referred  to  the  Committee  _on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  the  petition  of  two  citi- 
zens of  Ohio,  praying  the  passage  of  a  general 
bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  presented,  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam C.  Anderson;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  presented  the"  petition  of  the 
New  Orleans  and  Carroll  ton  Railroad  Company; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr..  PORTER  presented  the  petition  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends  in  the  State  of  Michgan,  praying 
the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the 
District  of.  Columbia  and  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the  mo- 
tion of  reception  was  kill  on  the  table. 

Mr*  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  petition 
of  Walker  Kinkle  and  Carotbers;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads, 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  Reuben  E. 
Gentry  and  others;  Which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  CLA  i.  of  Kentucky  presented  two  petitions 
in  favor  of  abolishing  the  spirit  portion  of  the  navy 
ration,  and  the  substitution  of  healthful  beverages 
therefor;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affa'rs. 

Mr.  ROANE  presented  the  petition  ef  the  heirs 
of  Dr.  William  Ramsey,  of  Lieutenant  Enoch 
K.  Withers,  of  Captain  John  Hawkins,  of  Dr. 
William  Rumney,  of  Lieutenant  Jos.  Blackwell,  of 
John  and  Henry  Banks;  whioh  were  severally  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  presented  the  petition  of  How- 
land  Dyer;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee, 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  the  petitions  of  Fontaine 
Maurey,  of  George  W.  Jones,  of  Robert  Roberts, 
and  of  Caleb  Eddy;  which  were  severally  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Depeyster  and  Henry  A.  Crnger;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NICHOLAS,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Estevan  Plauche,  now  on  file,  wa*  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  Samuel  Mackay  were  permitted  to  be  with- 
drawn from  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  lows,  pray- 
ing a  change  in  the  organic  law  of  said  Territory, 
made  an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sebastian  Butcher  and 
and  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Bartholo- 
mew Butcher,  Michael  Butcher,  and  Peter  Bloom; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Campau;  and 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Kennedy; 
reported  the  same  without  amendment 

Mr.  KING,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and -obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Scott; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
teeon  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thee. 
S.  Clarke,  made  an  adverse  report  thereon;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Li- 
brary, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Landis,  made  an  unfavorable  report  thereon,  and 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tien,  which  was  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretery  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  the  Senate  what  amount  of  mo- 
ney, being  a  balance  found  to  their  credit  on  the 
books  of  the  branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  at  Washington  city,  was  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury by  the  surviving  commis  ioners  under  the  act 
for  the  settlement  of  the  Mississippi  land  claims, 
and  the  correspondence  ia  relation  thereto. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  inform  the  Senate,  whether  any  experi- 
ments have  been  made  or  authorized  by  him  to  as- 
certain the  fitness  of  American  water  rolled  hemp 
for  the  use  of  the  navy — what  prrgreta  has  been 
made  in  such  experiments,  if  any — the  prospect  of 
succeeding  in  the  attempt — and  whether  any  special 
legislation  in  relation  to  contracts  ft  r  supplying' the 
navy  with  hemp  would  be  necessary  to  the  full  and 
satisfactory  decision  of  the  question  of  the  fitness 
or  unfitness  of  American  water  rolled  hemp  for  the 
use  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  to  confirm  to  the  State  of  Indiana  the 
land  selected  by  her  for  that  portion  of  the  Wabash 
and  Erie  Canal  which  lie*  between  the  mouth  of 
the  Tippecanoe  river  and  Terre  Haute,  and  for 
other  purposes,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Clemens,  Bryan  and  Company,  was  taken 
up  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  bill  making 
compensation  to  the  Sta'e  of  Maine  for  the  services 
of  her  militia,  was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading.  . ' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  bill  making 
compensation  fo  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  for 
the  services  of  her  militia,  *  as  taken  up  and  con- 
sidered as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  or- 
dered to  be  enerossed  for  a  third  reading. 
GENERAL  ORDERS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Plumb  Island 
Bridge  and  Turnpike  Company; 

The  bill  to  refund  to  Noah  Miller  and  others,  a 
part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  British 
tl<  op  Mary,  and  cargo,  which  were  raptured  by 
them,  and  libelled  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Uaited  States; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Moore; 

The  b  II  in  addition  te  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Waller  Loomis  and  Abel  Gay,  were  severally  con- 
sidered as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  oidered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

GENERAL  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION 
LAW. 

The  bill  to  cstablsh  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the 
public  lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the 
same,  and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  spe- 
cial order  of  ihe  day,  was  taken  up,  acd 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  Sena  e 
at  length  in  explanation,  and  in  favor  of  its  provi- 
sions.   He  was  followed  by 

Mr.  BENTON,  who  also  spoke  at  some  length  in 
favor  of  the  measure. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  PRENTISS  and 
MANGUM,  Mr.  M.  offered  to  amend  by  inserting 
the  word  "white,"  so  as  to  confine  the  benefits  of 
the  bill  to  white  persons,  which  was  adopted— ayes 
37,  nay  1,  as  follows: 
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YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Ben'oo,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Gra- 
ham, Henderson,  King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Mango m,  Merrick,  Monton,  Nicholas  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Preston,  Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams, 
and  Young— 37. 

1*AY— Mr.  Porter— 1. 

Mr  MANGUM  then  moved  to  amend,  by  ex- 
cepting aliens  from  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
which  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  MANGUM  and, 
CLAY  of  Kentucky,  aad  opposed  by  Messrs.  BU- 
CHANAN, CLAY  of  Alabama,  and  BENTON; 
and  the  question  on  its  adoption  being  taken,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  12,  nays  30,  p.s 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Huntington,  Knight, 
Mangum,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  and  Rug- 
gles— 12. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson, Bonton,  Bacha- 
nan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fnhon,  Hender- 
son, Hubbard,  Kinp,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  MouUn, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Roane,  Robin- 
son, Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smi  h  of  Indi- 
ana, Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Wall,  Williams,  Wright  and  Young— 30. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  then  moved  to  amend,  by  pro- 
viding that  no  person  should  be  permitted  to  avail 
himself  of  the  benefits  of  the  bill  more  than  once; 
which  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  bill  was  then  informally  passed  oyer, 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monday,  January  4, 1841. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications,  which  were  seferally  laid 
npon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  viz: 

1.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Ge- 
neral Land  Office,  relative  to  the  operations  of  that 
office  during  parts  of  the  years  1839  and  1840. 

2.  From  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in 
obodience  to  the  act  of  3d  of  March,  1809,  "fur- 
ther to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment 
and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
Departments,"  and  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1817, 
to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public  ac- 
counts, transmitting  a  list  of  the  balances  standing 
on  the  bjoks  of  the  revenue,  which  have  remained 
unsettled  by  collectors  of  the  customs  and  others, 
which  have  been  due  more  than  three  years  prior 
to  the  30th  of  September,  1839. 

3.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmit- 
ting, in  obedience  to  the  act  of  3d  March,  1839,  an 
abstract  of  disbursements  under  the  bead  of  Con- 
tingent Expenses  of  the  Naval  Establishment,  as' 
settled  End  allowed  at  the  office  of  the  Fourth 
Auditor  of  ihc  Treasury,  from  the  1st  da?  of 
October,  1839,  to  the  30.h  of  September,  1840,  in- 
clusively. 

4.  From  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a 
.  list  of  the  clerks  employed  in  his  Department  dur- 
ing tbe  past.) ear,  and  irn  competition  cf  each. 

5.  Fiom  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting,  in 
obedience  to  the  modified  resolution  of  the  Hou-e 
of  Representatives  of  the  231  of  December  Ust,  a 
report  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  of  \hi  C.  lonel 
of  Topographical  Engineers,  lelaiive  to  the  sus- 
pension of  operations  at  the  public  works  on  the 
borders  of  the  Western  lakes  and  on  the  Cumber- 
land Road. 

6.  A  letter  from  the  Clerk  of  tbe  House,  as  fol- 
lows: 

T*  the  honorable  the  Howe  of  Repretentalives  of  the 

United  Staler. 

I  was  not  in  my  seat  when  a  letter  from  J.  C. 
Rives,  one  of  the  Printers  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, was  laid  before  the  House.  As  1  learn 
from  a  repot t  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House, 
that  that  letter  bad  ber  n  referred  to  a  committee,  I 
will  merely  state,  that  I  have  sent  no  "report  to  the 
Stationer  of  the  House,  to  be  printed  by  him,"  nor 
any  other  document,  that  could  be  claimed  by  the 
public  Printer,  that  the  "other  persons  paid  for 
printing,"  as  found  in  my  report  in  the  contingent 


fund,  were  so  paid,  under  an  order  of  the  House, 
directing  me  to  have  the  printing  done,  before  a 
a  public  Printer  was  elected;  and  that,  by  a  special 
written  agreement  made  by  Messrs.  Blair  and 
Rives,  documents  of  the  last  session,  sufficient  for 
the  use  of  the  members,  were  all  to  have  been 
bound  and  delivered  by  them,  at  the  beginning  of 
present  session. 

I  learn,  further,  from  a  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  House,  that  to  the  motion  of  reference,  an 
amendment  was  offered,  instructing  tbe  committee 
to  "inquire  whether  the  Clerk  was  inferetted  in  the 
contract  with  Langtree  and  O'Sullivan,  and  the  con- 
tracts with  Langtree."  Regarding  this  as  an  inti- 
mation that  I  have,  by  indirect  and  covert  means, 
appropriated  to  my  own  use  a  portion  of  the  public 
funds  entrusted  to  my  care,  I  cannot 'let  it  pass 
without  notice. 

Had  the  amendment  been  adopted,  and  inquiry 
made,  I  jhould  have  regarded  it  as  an  act  of  kind- 
ness;" but  having  been  introdnced  and  then  with- 
drawn, it  might  seem  that  I  shrunk  from  the  in- 
vestigation. ' 

When  a  similar  charge  was  made  against  me  at 
the  last  session,  I  immediately  asked  an  investiga- 
tion. A  select  committee  was  appointed  with  full 
powers  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  "in- 
quire into  all  matters  of  frauds,  all  considerations 
of  economy,  and  all  other  matters  and  things  in 
relation  to  contracts  made  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
House." 

I  was  early  informed  by  a  member  of  that  com- 
mittee, that  they  considered  the  charge  of  fraud  at 
altogether  frivolous,  and  would  proceed  to  investi- 
gate the  other  subjects  referred  to  them. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  cause  why  thry  did 
not  report  at  the  last  session;  I  hope  it  will  be 
their  pleasure  to  do  so  the'  present  session,  and 
make  known. the  results  cf  their  inquiry  as  to  all 
the  matters  referred  to  them. 

But  since  the  question  of  fraud  and  underhand 
interest  has  again  been  revived — thrown  out  as  an 
intimation,  and  left  to  work  its  insidious  influence 
oa  the  the  public  mind,  uncontradicted,  1  here 
asrert,  that  I  have  not  now,  nor  have  I  ever  had, 
the  remotest  interest  in  any  contracts  made  in  my 
efficial  rapacity;  and  that  not  a  solitary  stiver  has 
ever  come  into  my  pockets  as  an  inducement,  or 
in  consequence  of  such  contracts. 

All  my  offieial  acts  have  been  rpen  and  above- 
board,  and  I  am  willing  shall  be  known  of  all  men. 

No  member  of  your  honorable  ry  dy  has  a  higher 
senre  than  I  have,  of  the  duties  of  a  public  offi- 
cer, and  I  would  scorn  a  secret  purloining  of  the 
Tieasury  by  indirection  and  tubterfage,  as  much 
as  I  would  an  open  and  direct  embezzlement. 

I  therefore  ask  your  honorable  body  to  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made  by  a  committee,  whether  the  in- 
timation of  my  being  interested  with  Messrs. 
Langtree  and  O'Sullivan,  S.  D.  Langtree,  or  any 
one  elve,  in  any  contract  made  in  my  official  capa- 
city, or  in  any  manner  whatever,  be  true  or  false. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HUGH  A.  GARLAND, 
Clerk  House  of  Representatives. 

[John  C.  Rives  has  read  the  above  letter  of  the 
CU*rk  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  as  the 
subject  is  new  before  a  [committee  of  the  House, 
he  dermx  it  improper,  or  impolitic,  for  him  to  say 
more  at  this  time,  than  that  it  is  his  earnest  desire 
that  the  Committee  should  proceed  with  the  inves- 
tigation as  soon  as  possible,  and  decide  who  is  in 
the  wrong,  the  C'crk  or  himself.  He  would  here 
beg  leave  to  add,  with  due  deference,  that  he  still 
has  more  confidence  in  his  own  e$est  than  he  has  in 
the  Clerks  letter.] 

Mr.  MORGAN  moved  that  i(  be  laid  upon  the 
table  and  printed. 

M»\  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  thought  the  proper 
o.oime  would  be  to  refer  the  communication  of  the 
-Clerk  to  the  same  Select  Committee  who  have  un- 
der considera'ion  the  letter  of  Mr.  Rives.     Mr.  P. 
made  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  MORGAN  saw  no  necessity  for  referring  it 
to  a  Select  Committee.  He  hoped  it  would  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  JAMES  GARLAND  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  would  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table.    He  (Mr.  G.)  was  in  favor  of  an  in- 


vestigation. Prom  an  amendment  offered  on  i 
previous  day,  an  impression  was  likely  to  exist  it 
the  public  mind  that  tbe  Clerk  had  been  inte rf sto 
in  the  contracts;  but  if  there  was  no  foundation  fc 
such  a  charge,  as  a  matter  of  justice  it  ought  to  b 
made  known,  and  the  impression  removed.  H 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  communication  of  ft 
Clerk  would  be  referred,  so  mat  if  there  wis  i 
ground  for  the  implication,  it  might  be  nude  mm 
fest 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  having  preo 
dence,  was  first  put,  and  decided  in  the  neg&tire. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr,  DAVI3  wi 
then  put,  and  it  was  agreed  to.    So  the  common 
cation  was  referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
PRESENTATION  OP  PETITIONS. 

The  States  and  Territories  were  then  called  f< 
petitions.    They  were  presented  by 

Messrs.  ANDERSON,  PARRIS,  and  CLII 
FORD,  of  Maine. 

[Mr.  Clifford  presented  the  petition  of  Wi 
Ham  Trafton  ana  others,  of  Sbsplei&X  Mtu 
praying  for  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  lav. 

Mr.  J.  W.  WILLIAMS,  of  New  Hampshire. 

Messrs.  ADAMS,  LINCOLN,  BRIGK5S,  u 
REED,  of  Massachusetts. 

Messrs.  TRUMBULL    and  BOAR  DM M, 
Connecticut. 

Messrs.  FLOYD,  STRONG,  PRENTB 
HAND,  FILLMORE  HUNT,  MORGAN, M01 
ROE,  BARNARD,  MARVIN,  HUNT,  DANi 
EARL,  MONTANYA,  LEONARD,  aadCHT 
TENDEN,ofNewYork. 

[Mr.  Stbono  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  i 
habitants  of  Seneca  eo.  N.  Y.  praying  the  passtj 
of  a  general  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  theComm 
tee  on  the  Judiciary.] 

[Mr.  Earl  presented  a  petition  of  0.  B.  Brae 
ett,  and  other  citizens  of  the  county  of  Oaondtg 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  to  have  Co 
gress  enact  a  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the  Cot 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary  ] 

[Mr.  Hunt  presented  the  memorial  633 citixi 
of  Troy,  N.  Y.  asking  the  passage  of  a  bankn 
law:  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee.  Ah 
the  memorial  of  172  citizens  of  the  city  of  Ne 
York,  asking  the  pas  age  of  a  bankrupt  lat:  r 
ferred  to  the  Judiciary  C*mm;tiee.] 

[Mr.  Leonard  presented  the  petition  of  Hflj 
Stewart,  prajing  to  be  indemnified  for  losses  a 
tained  by  him  under  a  contract  for  macadamizii 
the  Pennsylvania  avenue.] 

[Mr.  Montanya  presented  petitions  from  ciitz? 
of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  praying  the  pasty 
of  a  general  bankrupt  law.] 

Messrs.  GALBRA1TH,  NAYLOR,  WAG 
NER,  TOLAND,  and  McCULLOCH,  cf  Penasj 
vania. 

Mr.  WORTHINGTON,  of  Maryland. 

Mwers.  BEIRNE,  SAMUELS,  GOGtGIN,  1 
McCARTY,  of  Virginia. 

[Mr.  Googim  presented  the  petition  of  John  Mi 
cbison,  of  the  county  of  Campbell,  in  Virgin 
praying  compensation  for  revolutionary  ferric 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Ciain 

Mr.  SHEPARD,  of  North  Carolina! 

Mr.  PICKENS,  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  TURNEY,  of  Tennessee. 

Messrs.  MORRIS,  GOODE,  PARRISH,  WI 
LER,  and  GIDDINGS,  of  Ohio.  % 

Mr.  CHINN,  of  Louisiana. 

Messrs.  RARIDEN, LANE, PROFFIT, CAB 
and  DAVIS,  of  Indian*. 

[Mr.  Davis  presented  the  petition  ofEfitth 
Davis,  widow  of  Charles  B.  Davis,  of  this  ei 
praying  compensation  for  property  destroyed  bv 
British  daring  the  last  war,  in  the  City  of  W* 
ington.] 

Messrs.  STEWART  and  REYNOLDS,  of  1 
nois. 

Mr.  JAMESON,  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  CRARY,  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  DOWNING,  of  Florida. 

Mr.  DOTY,  of  Wiskonsan. 

During  the  presentation  of  petitions,  Mr.  HI 
BARD  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  makis; 
the  duty  of  the  President  and  the  heads  of  these 
ral  departments,  to  remove  from  office  any  pers 
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who  may  make  false  estimates  for  the  erection  of 
puhlie  works,  etc. 

Objection  being  made,  leave  was  sot  granted. 

Mr.  GROSS,  of  Arkansas,  also  asked  leave  to 
inirodaee  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
t  to  improve  the  Red  river,  and  for  other 


Objection  being  made,  leave  was  not  granted. 

Bar.  REYNOLDS  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  agreed  to: 

Jheohed,  That  the  memorial  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  Illinois,  which  is  now  on 
ale  in  thi*  House,  praying  for  a  bounty  in  land  to 
the  troops  engaged  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, he  lefetred  the  Committee' on  Public  Lands. 
NAVAL  DEPOT  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  offered  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions,  which  were  read'  for  infor- 


Whereas  examinations  and  surveys  have  hereto- 
fore been  made  in  the  Narragansett  bay,  in  Rhode 
island,  with  a  view  to  military  and  naval  esta- 
blishments, and  rt  ports  have  been  made  to  the 
Navy  Department,  and  communicated  to  Congress, 
containing  evidence  of  the  fitness  and  advantages 
of  a  place  upon  the  waters  of  that  bay  for  a  naval 
depot— 

BemHed  by  the  Smote  end  Heme  of  Rtprtsentatwtt 
of  the  United  Statee  In  Congress  assembled,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  soon  as  may  be,  cause 
such  further  examinations  and  surveys  to  be  made 
as  in  his  opinion  are  necessary  for  ascertaining  tbe 
ttness  and  relative  advantages  or  disadvantages  of 
a  place  in  the  said  Narragansett  bay  for  a  naval 
establishment,  yard,  and  depot,  on  shore,  and  the 
best  location  therefor  in  said  bay,  with  estimates  of 
probable  expense;  and  that  said  estimates,  and  the 
reports  of  said  examinations  and  surveys,  when 
mads,  and  all  such  evidence  as  is  now,  or  may  then 
be,  in  possession  of  his  Department,  as  to  such  fit- 
ness or  advantages  or  disadvantages,  be  by  tbe  Se- 
cretary communicated  to  Congress  as  soon  as  may 
be,  with  such  views  and  opinions  as  he  may  deem 
Important. 

Resolved  farther,  That  for  carrying  ihis  resolu- 
tion into  effect,  there  be  now  appropriated,  and 
there  is  hereby  appropriated,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
one  thousand  dollar?,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Objection  being  made,  they  were  not  received. 

The  several  committees  were  then  called  on  for 
reports*  of  which  an  account  will  be  found  at  the 
eIo«  of  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  National  Library,  presented  the  following, 
which  was  agreed  to: 

JteateW  ftj  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
kaUHom  of  the  Untied  State*  of  America  in  Congress 
mumbled,  That  one  copy  of  the  catalogue  ot  the 
Library  of  Congress  be  presented  to  each  of  ihe 
incorporated  Universities,  Colleges,  Athenaeums, 
Historical  Societies,  and  American  Antiquarian 
8ocietjr  in  the  United  States,  not  exceeding  300  in 


NEGROES  OP  THE  AMISTAD. 
Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  and  report  whether  ihs  docu- 
ments presented  to  the  House  on  this  subject  have 
been  falsified  in  the  translation  from  the  Spanish, 
made  the  following  report: 

The  select  committee  appointed  on  the  10th  ins*. 
with  liberty  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  as- 
certain and  report  to  tbe  House  whether  the  print- 
ed House  document  of  the  last  session,  No^l85, 
has  been  falsified,  materially  differing  from  the 
mannscxipt  document  transmitted  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  if  so,  by  whom  the  said 
falsification  was  made,  respectfully  report- 
That  a  material  alteration  has  been  made  from 
me  manuscript  transmitted  by  the  President  to  the 
House,  by  the  substitution  in  the  printed  document 
of  the  word  eemnd  for  the  word  iodine,  in  the  ma- 
nuscript, in  the  translation,  at  page  48  of  the  print- 
ed document,  of  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  pass- 
port for  49  slaves,  belonging  to  J.  Ruiz,  and  by  the 
'  substitution  of  the  same  word  sound  for  the  word 
Jerfbte,  in  the  translation  at  the  49. h  page  of  the 
printed  document,  of  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a 
fampurt  for  three  slaves  belonging  to  P.  Montez, 


That  this  substitution  was  in  both  cases  made  by 
John  H.  Trenbolm,  the  proof  reader  at  the  office 
of  Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives,  the  Printers  of  the 
House. 

The  committee  submit  herewith  the  testimony 
taken  by  them  in  performance  of  the  duty  assigned 
to  them  by  the  House,  and  in  which  will  be  seen 
the  reasons  adduced  by  Mr.  Trenholm  for  making 
these  alterations.  And  they  have  instructed  their 
chairman  to  move  that  they  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

J.  a.  ADAMS. 

The  report  was  laid  on  tbe  table,  and,  with  the 
accompanying  paper?,  ordered  to  be  printed.     - 

Tbe  following,  offered  by  Mr.  BARNARD  some 
days  ago,  came  up  ia  order: 

Resohid,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  do 
make  to  this  Honse  a  report  to  tbe  following  effect, 
viz: 

1.  A  statement  showing  the  aggregate  revenue 
wbich  accrued  to  the  Government  from  customs, 
from  lands,  and  under  the  head  of  what  is  usually 
denominated  "miscellaneous,"  in  the  years  1637, 
1838,  1839,  and  1840,  estimating  for  the  lust  quar- 
ter of  the  latter  year-,  and  showing  also  the  aggre- 
gate expenditures  during  the  same  years,  estimat- 
ing for  the  last  q natter  of  1840,  excluding  all  pay- 
ments on  account  of  the  redemption  of  Treasury 
notes,  and  also  all  payments  on  account  of  trust 
fund*,  except  so  far  as  such  funds  have  failed  to 
produce  the  foil  amount  of  interest  or  annuity 
actually  paid  on  account  of  them.  Tbe  statement 
to  show  the  general  balance  between  such  revenue 
and  expenditures  for  the  whole  period. 

9.  A  statement  showing  ihe  sources  from  which 
money  has  been  derived  to  the  Treasury,  within 
the  fosr  years  above  mentioned,  and  the  amount 
from  each  source,  with  the  aggregate;  estimating 
for  amounts  received  or  receivable  in  the  last  qoar- 
ter  of  1840.  This  statement  to  include  the  sum 
actually  received  in  the  Treasury  after  setting 
apart  the  original  amount  for  deposits  with 
the  Stales  under  the  deposite  act  of  1836;  the 
amount  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposite  money 
under  that  act  which  was  finally  retained  in  tl.e 
Treasury;  the  amount  of  trust  or  indemnity  funds 
(if  any)  received  and  not  invested;  the  amount  of 
Treasury  notes  which  will  be  outstanding  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1841,  with  the  interest  accrued  on 
them;  the  amount  received  on  old  duty  bonds,  the 
payment  ef  which  had  been  postponed;  the  amount 
received  on  bonds  for  the  sale  of  the  stock  of  the 
United  States  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  State?:; 
and  tbe  amount  received  from  various  banks  wbich 
suspended  in  1837.  This  statement  to  show  how 
much,  if  any,  of  these  moneys  remain,  or  will  be  in 
tbe  Treasury  on  tbe  1st  day  of  January,  1841. 

3.  A  statement  (as  far  as  the  same  is  known,  or 
can  be  readily  ascertained )  showing  in  what  cases, 
if  any,  and  to  what  extent  and  pecuniary  amount, 
public  works  have  betn  or  will  be  carried  on,  or 
services  rendered  in  behalf  of  ihe.  Government, 
nnder  appropriations  of  the  present  year,  or  ofpast 
years,  during  the  year  1840,  (except  under  the  P«?st 
Office  Department,)  in  regard  to  wbich  any  special 
agreement  ot  understanding  whatever  exists  that 
the  payment  therefor  should  not  be  called  for,  and 
should  not  be  made  in  the  year  1840,  or  until  after 
the  4th  day  of  March,  184 1. 

4.  A  statement  showing  what  will  be  the  proba- 
ble amount  out  of  the  new  and  permanent  appro- 
priations, as  exhibited  in  tbe  estimates  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  7ih  and  8<h  December  instant,  for 
the  year  1841,  when  will  remain  unexpended  or 
uncalled  for  at  the  close  of  the  year  1841. 

5.  A  statement  showing  the  amounts  which  will 
be  required  to  purchase  &tock,  or  make  invest- 
ment?, for  or  in  behalf  of  Indians  or  Indian  tribes, 
pursuant  to  auy  treaty  or  other  stipulation  other 
than  such  as  may  have  been  estimated  for  by  the 
Secretary  in  his  report  of  the  7ih  December  in- 
stant. 

6  A  statement  showing  more  particularly  than 
appears  from  his  report  of  the  7  h  December  in- 
stant, how  much  the  expenses  of  1841  will  fall  be- 
low those  of  1840,  on  account  of  each  of  the  fol- 
lowing particulars,  namely:  because  "the  pensions 
have  diminished  by  death;"  because  "fewer  In- 
dians remain  to  be  removed;"  because  "several 


expensive  public  buildings  have  been  mostly  finish- 
ed;" and  because  "hostilities  with  the  Seminoles 
must  be  nearer  to  a  close." 

7.  A  statement  showing  the  amount  of  claims 
now  pending  in  the  Department,  growing  out  of 
the  Florida  war,  or  relations  with  Indians,  or  other- 
wise, whether  such  claims  have  been  considered  or 
passed  upon  or  not,  with  the  probable  or  proximate 
amount,  in  tbe  aggregate,  of  such  claims  which 
will  become  a  charge  upon  the  Treasury,  as  nearly 
as  the  Secretary  is  able  to  ascertain  or  to  judge 
thereof,  with  the  means  he  has,  or  can  readily  com- 
mand. 

Mr.  B.  after  making  some  modifications  thereto, 
was  proceeding  to  censure  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  as  guilty  of  deception,  Ac.  when 

Mr.  ALBERT  SMITH  mpved  that  the  House 
proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

So  the  House  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
bring  the  consideration,  of  business  on  the  Speak- 
er's table. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  Ihe  House  the 
following  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  transmitting  additional  correspondence  in 
relation  to  the 

BURNING  OF  THE  CAROLINE. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Statee: 

I  think  proper  to  communicate  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  further  answer  to  their  resolution 
of  the  2 1st  ultimo,  the  correspondence  which  has 
since  occurred  between  the  Secretary  ot  State  and 
tbe  British  Minister  on  the  same  subject. 

M.  VAN  BTJREN. 

Washington,  January  2,  1841. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
Washington,  December  29, 1840. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  26  h  instant,  in  which, 
in  reply  to  a  letter  which  I  had  addressed  to  you  on 
the  13  h,  you  acquaint  me  that  the  President  is  not 
prepared  to  comply  with  my  demand  for  the  libera- 
tion of  Mr.  Alexander  McLeod  cf  Upper  Canada, 
now  imprisoned  at  Lockport,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  on  a  pretended  charge  of  murder  and  arson, 
as  having  been  engaged  in  the  destruction  of  the 
steamboat  Caroline,  on  the  29 Ji  of  December, 
1837. 

I  learn  with  deep  regret  that  such  is  the  dec  si  m 
of  tbe  President  of  the  United  States;  and  I  cannot 
but  foresee  the  very  gravs  and  serious  coaseqnen-' 
ces  that  mast  ensue,  if,  besides  the  injury  already 
inflicted  upon  Mr.  McLeod,  of  a  vexatious  and  un- 
just imprisonment,  any  further  harm  may  be  done 
to  him  in  the  progress  of  this  extraordinary  pro- 
ceeding. 

I  have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding  to  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  in  England,  the  correspon- 
dence that  bas  taken  place,  and  I  shall  await  the 
further  orders  of  her  Majesty's  Government  with 
respect  to  the  impoitant  question  which  that  cor- 
respondence involves. 

But  I  feel  it  my  duty  not  to  close  this  communi- 
cation without  likewise  testifying  my  vast  regret 
and  surprire  at  the  expressions  which  I  find  re- 
peated in  your  letter  with  reference  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  steamboat  Caroline.  I  had  confidently 
hoped  that  the  fir»t  erroneous  impressions  of  the 
character  of  that  event,  imposed  up^n  the  m  nd  of 
the  United  States  Government  by  partial  and  ex- 
aggerated representations,  would,  long  since,  have 
been  effaced  by  a  more  s'rict  and  accurate  exami- 
nation of  the  fait*.  Such  an  investigation  must 
even  yet,  I  am  willing  to  believe,  lead  the  United 
States  Government  to  the  same  conviction  with 
which  her  Majesty's  authorities  on  the  spat  were 
impressed,  that  the  act  was  one,  in  the  strictest 
sense,  of  self-defence,  rendered  absolutely  ne- 
cessary by  tbe  circumstances  of  tbe  occtsion, 
for  the  safely  and  protection  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  and  justified  by  the  same 
motives  and  principles  which,  upon  similar 
and  well  known  occasions,  have  governed  the  con- 
duct of  illustrious  officers  of  the  United  States. 
The  steamboat  Caroline  was  a  hostile  vessel,  en- 
gaged in  piiatical  war  against  her  Majesty's  people; 
hired  from  her  owners  for  that  expres*  purpose, 
and    known  to  be  so  beyond  the  possibility  of 
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doubt.  The  place  where  it  was  destroyed  was  no- 
minally, it  is  true,  within  the  territory  of  a  friendly 
power;  but  the  friendly  power  had  been  deprived, 
through  overbearing,  piratical  violence,  of  the  nse 
of  its  proper  authority  over  that  portion  of  territory. 
The  authorities  of  New  York  had  not  even  been 
able  to  prevent  the  artillery  of  the  State  from  being 
carried  off  publicly  at  midday,  to  be  used  as  instru- 
ments of  war  against  her  Maj«  sty 'a  subjects.  It 
was  under  such  circumstances,  which,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  never  recar,  that  the  vessel  was  attacked 
by  a  party  of  her  Majesty's  people,  captured,  and 
destroyed.  A  remonstrance  against  ihe  act  in 
question  has  been  addressed  by  theUni'ed  States  to 
to  her  Majesty's  Government  in  England.  I  am 
not  authorized  to  pronounce  tb«  decision  of  her 
Majesty*s  Government  upon  that  remonstrance; 
but  I  have  felt  myself  bound  to  record,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  above  opinion,  in  order  to  protest  in  the 
most  solemn  manner  against  tbe  spirited  and  loyal 
conduct  of  her  Majesty's  officers  and  people  being 
qualified,  through  an  unfortunate  misapprehension, 
as  I  believe,  of  the  facts,  with  the  appellation  of 
outrage  or  of  murder. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  t?  you 
the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

H.  8.  FOX. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  JnV.  Fox. 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  Dec.  3J,  1840. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  note  of  the  29th  inst.  in  reply  to  mine  of 
the  26ih,  on  the  subject  of  the  arrest  and  detention 
of  Alexander  McLeod  as  one  of  the  perpetrators  of 
the  outrage  committed  in  New  York  when  the 
steamboat  Caroline  was  seized  and  burnt.  Full 
evidence  of  that  outrage  has  been  preseuted  to  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  Government,  with  a  demand  for 
redress,  and  of  course  no  discussion  of  the  cir- 
cumstances here,  can  be  either  useful  or  proper; 
nor  can  I  suppose  it  to  be  your  de-ire  to  invite  it. 
I  take  leave  of  this  subject  with  this  single  remark, 
that  the  opinion  so  strongly  expressed  by  you  on 
the  facts  and  principles  involved  in  the  demand  for 
reparation  on  h?r  Majesty 's  Government  by  the 
United  Stales,  would  hardly  have  (been  hazarded, 
had  you  been  possessed  of  the  carefully  collected 
testimony  which  has  been  presented  to  your  Go- 
vernment in  support  of  that  demand. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you 
the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 
JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  tbe  message,  with 
the  accompanying  doouments,  be  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  that  five 
thousand  extra  copies  be  printed. 

Mr.  F.  before  he  resumed  his  sfat,  wished  to 
make  a  few  observations  in  relation  to  the  com- 
munication from  the  Minister  of  Great  Britain, 
and  in  regard  to  the  facts  as  stated  by  that  function- 
ary in  connection  with  the  outrage  upon  the  steam- 
boat Caroline. 

That  boat,  said  Mr.  F.  as  I  am  informed  on 
good  authority,  belonged  to  a  man  in  the  city  or* 
Buffalo  named  William  Wells,  who  r/as,  and  is 
now,  considered  a  very  peaceable  and  respectable 
Citizen  of  that  city.  The  boat  did  not  belong  to 
me  "Patriots,"  or  the  insurgents  of  Cinada.nor 
was  it  in  any  way  whatever  under  their  control  or 
authority.  This  being  the  case*,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive why  the  appellation  bestowed  upon  it  by  the 
Minister  of  Great  Britain  could  h:tve  been  given. 
There  was  no  reason  for  v.  Yet,  said  Mr.  F.  he 
has  thought  prcper  to  call  the  boat  a  piratiral  ves- 
sel, in  the  employ  of  those  persons  demminated 
Canadian  Patriots. 

Mr.  F.  thm  proceeded  to  slat*  what  he  main- 
tained were  the  real  facts  in  relation  to  the  burning 
of  the  Caroline,  which  were  as  folllows: 

Mr.  Wells,  at  the  time  the  insurgents  were  in  the 
occupation  cf  Navy  Island,  in  Niagara  river,  on 
tbe  Canadian  side,  was  then  in  the  city  of  Buffalo, 
twenty  miles  above.  He  there  applied  to  the  cus- 
tom-house authorities  for  perraistion  to  run  a  boa*, 
av  a  ferry  boat,  from  Schlosser  across  to  Navy  Isl- 
and. Permission  being  given,  the  Caroline  com- 
menced running,  simply  as  a  ferry  boat,  being  to- 
taMy  unarmed,  and  having  no  connection  With  the 


insurgents.  Neither  did  the  boat  carry  any  arms 
or  munitions  of  war  of  any  kind  to  ihjse  on  Navy 
Island,  but  wa^  engaged  merely  in  the  car- 
rying of  passengers.  After  making  several 
trips,  the  boat  was  at  night  safely  moored 
and  secured  within  the  wharf  on  tbe  American 
side — not  within  the  "nominal"  territory  of  the 
United  States,  but  within  the  undoubted  territory  of 
this  Government;  as  much  so,  said  Mr.  F.  as  this 
hall,  in  whieh  we  are  now  assembled, is  in  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States.  After  being  thus  safely 
moored  at  the  wharf  in  our  territory,  it  was  left  in 
the  charge  of  a  watch,  unarmed,  aid  without  any 
arms  whatever  being  on  board,  except  a  single 
pocket  pispol,  not  loaded.  Weil,  while  the  boat 
was  thus  lying  within  our  territory,  it  was  attacked 
in  the  night  by  an  armed  force  from  Canada,  sent, 
as  it  now  appears,  by  the  authority  of  her. Majesty. 
One  man  was  murdered,  ethers  injured,  the  boat 
then  fet  on  fire,  turned  adrift,  and  sent  over  tbe 
f  Alls.  This  was  the  "arson"  complained  of;  this 
was  the  "murder"  complained  of.  One  of  our  ciii* 
zens  was  attacked,  unarmed,  and  had  his  brains 
knocked  out;  and  there  was  every  rra.on  to  believe 
that  others  were  killed,  or  so  injured  as  to  be  unable 
to  leave  the   vessel  before  it  went  over  the  fall*. 

Now,  bv  the  laws  of  the  Slate  of  New  York, 
said  Mr.  F.  this  was  murder,  and  nothing  less  than 
murder;  and  the  perpetrators,  on  being  apprehend- 
ed, would  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  that  Slate  for  the 
crime.  It  was  a  matter  ptrtainiog  to  the  State; 
and  neither  this  Government,  nor  the  Execu  ive  of 
the  Government,  coold  have  any  control  over  it, 
unless,  indeed,  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
should  see  fit  to  repeal  its  present  law,  and,  enter- 
ing into  treaty  stipulations,  make  laws  which 
should  be  truly  applicable,  to  the  case.  If  so,  Mr. 
F.  was  understood  to  say,  the  matter  might  perhaps 
be  com  promise  J.  Bat,  apart  from  that,  if  the 
same  spirit  was  manifested  by  tbe  powers  at  home 
as  wav  exhibited  by  the  British  minister  here  in  re* 
lation  to  this  matter,  he,  Mr.  F.  conceived  that  the 
necessary  consequences  of  the  conviction  of  Mc- 
Leod would  be  serious  indeed. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  McLeod 
would  be  put  upon  his  trial,  when  he  sincerely 
hoped  h?  would  be  found  innocent.  But  if  be 
should  be  found  guilty,  he  bad  no  doubt  but  that  he 
would  be  executed,  unless,  indeed,  a  force  much 
larger  than  common  should  be  brought  from  the 
Canada  side  to  his  rescue. 

Mr.  T.  concluded  by  showing  that  his  reason  for 
making  these  remarks  was  to  show  that  there  was  a 
false  impression  entertained  by  Mr.  Fox  in  regard 
to  the  fact*  of  the  case. 

M.  PICKENS  hoped  the  House  would  at  once 
consent  to  the  priinting  of  the  message  and  docu- 
ments, ?r.d  their  reference  without  further  debate 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affair?.  He  hop?d 
so,  because  there  was  a  delicate  negotiation  pend- 
ing on  another  question  with  the  same  power,  and 
which  question  was  exciting  intense  interest,  not 
only  in  that  section  of  the  country,  but  lo  the  whole 
Union.  The  excited  slate  of  the  pnblic  mind,  and 
a  number  of  other  reason?,  induced  him  to  hope 
that  the  matter  would  be  permitted  to  go  to  the 
Committee  .on  Fo'eign  Affairs  with  as  little  cere- 
mony as  possible. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  objecting  to  a  reference  of  the  message  and  do- 
cumeuts  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  but 
to  object  to  the  printing  of  the  five  thousand  ex»n 
copies.  He  was  in  favor  of  a  reference  to  the 
committee,  because  the  prior ipes  involved  In  the 
communications  between  Messrs.  Fox  and  Forsyth, 
were,  to  his  mind,  very  great  and  important.  He 
wished  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to  make 
a  report  on  those  great  pripciples,  givin?an  expo- 
sition cf  them,  which  might  be  panted,  and  go 
forth  to  the  American  people,  as  showing  the  rule 
by  which  we  intended  to  abide.  When  such  a 
report  should  be  m:d*,  then  the  gnitleman  from 
New  Yoik  might  print  as  many  extra  copies  as  he 
chose. 

What  are  those  principles,  ask«d  Mr.  U.  Why 
it  is  averred  by  the  British  Minuter,  that  in  a  time 
of  profound  peace,  an  officer  of  another  country, 
by  the  order  of  his  Government,  may  commit 
an    outrage  within   oar   terriory,    and    destroy 


the  lives  oT  our  citizens,  and  yet  he  is  m 
amenable  to  our  laws  for  murder.  This  «as 
asserted  on  the  principle  of  international  law,  and 
if  we  so  considered  it,  we  must  necessarily  bring  it 
within  the  case  laid  down  by  the  British  Minister. 
But  to  do  that,  it  was  necessary  that  the  order 
should  come  from  the  supreme  executive  authority 
of  Great  Britain  to  justify  ihe  act.  But  bad  we 
seen  any  order  to  that  effect?  So  far  as  he  was  in- 
formed, no  such  order  had  been  given.  On  the 
contrary,  the  guitleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Coshing,]  observed,  a  few  days  ago,  that  Lord  Pal- 
merstou  has  observed  silence  to  this  day  on  the 
subject.  That  being  the  case,  we  had  no  right  to 
take  it  for  granted  that  the  order  for  the  outrage 
in  qnesticn  had  come  from  the  supreme  Eiicntive 
authority  of  Great  Britain. 

He,  Mr.  U.  was  inclined  to  think,  that  if  any 
inferior  officer  of  the  army  or  navy,  in  the  service 
of  Great  Britain,  should,  without  instruction  from 
the  supreme  executive  authority,  perpetrate  snch 
outrage?*,  he  would,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  be 
a  murderer.  He  asked  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  to  turn  their  attention  to  this  point,  and  to 
give  an  exposition  of  international  law,  which 
orient  to  be  spread  before  the  American  people  for 
examination,  with  a  view  to  this  or  any  other  alter- 
cation which  might  occur  between  ns  and  that  na- 
tion: 

Besides  this,  there  were  other  question*  involved 
in  these  papers.  There  wa3  the  question  as  to  the 
right  of  jurisdiction  between .  the  States  and  the 
General  Government,  in  relation  to  matters  of  this 
kind.  On  this  point  he  would  bt  glad  to  have  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  A  flairs  direct  their  attention. 
This  transaction  had  occurred  at  a  time  when 
there  were  no  treaty  stipulations  between  ns  and 
Great  Britain  providing  for  such  an  occurrence. 
Now  as  this  was  a  past  affair,  occurring  when  to 
treaty  stipulations  did  exist,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
*ay  that  treaty  stipulations  coul  1  now  have  an  ex 
post  facto  operation  to  draw  it  from  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  State  of  New  York  to  that  of  the  General 
Government,  ahd  thereby  prevent  the  authority  of 
that  State  from  punishing  the  murderer. 

Mr.  U.  was  inclined  to  deny  that  the  Constitution 
67  the  United  States  would  justify  a  treaty  made 
subsequent  to  the  fact,  so  as  to  take  away  the  State 
jurisdiction.  But  whatever  might  grow  out  of  this 
matter,  he  thought  it  highly  necessary  that  we 
should  take,  a  firm  and  decided  stand.  It  would 
not  be  proper  for  us  to  bully  or  to  threaten  Great 
Britain,  but  neither  would  it  be  proper  ferns  to 
tamely  submit  to  aggression.  And  if  the,  conflict 
did  come,  he,  for  one,  would  be  for  owringthe 
mouths  of  ail  streams  whose  source  was  in  oar 
territory.    * 

Mr.  DAVIS;  of  Indiana,  in  a  very  indignant 
manner,  protest*  d  against  the  tone  of  the  letter  of 
the  British  Minister,  and  asked  if  it  was  come  to 
this,  that  we  were  to  crouch  to  Great  Britain.  From 
the  position  of  Mr.  D.  his  remarks  were  mostly  in- 
audible to  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  WELLER  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  subject  had  been  sufficiently  discussed.  Kit 
were  prolonged,  it  might,  to  be  sure,  afford  an  op- 
portunity for  gentleman  to  display  their  patriotism.. 
But  this,  in  his  opinion,  was  not  the  proper  time. 
Therefor?,  believing  that  no  go;d  could  result 
from  further  dtba,te,  and  the  Hou/«e  having  had  * 
specimen  of  the  patriotism  of  ifs  members,  he,  Mr. 
W.  would  move  the  previous  question.  d 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  GRANGER,  .the  motion 
for  the  previous  question  was  withdrawn. 

.Mr.  GRANGER  wished  to  say  one  wordiniela-j 
tion  to  ihe  feeling  which  existed  in  this  matter.  Ha 
wi  hed  to  Male  that  McLeod  would  have  a  fair  an  J 
impartial  (r  al,  and  have  every  advantage  which 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York  .secured  to  hi* 
His  trial  would  be  as  cool  and  dispassionate  as  if 
the  murder  had  been  committed  by  a  cities  °' 
New  Yoik  on  the  body  of  another  citizen  o(  tf»* 
Stale.  When  that  trial  ahould  take  place,  be,  air- 
G.  hoped  the  man  would  be  acquiled;  but  if  found 
guilty,  he  would  suiely  be  condemned;  **rfJ\ 
condemned,  would  most  assuredly  be  exeeateV 
as  due  to  the  supremacy  of  tbe  lavs  of 
the  State.  And,  said  Mr.  G.  afetnid  **. 
British  Government,    in  a  moment  of  ra*ane*f 
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commence  hostilities  for  the  suppostd  wrong, 
die  would  find  in  the  citizens  of  Western  New 
York  the  same  blood  as  in  IS  12;  she  would  find 
men  who  were  neither  to  be  bought  by  British  gold, 
nor  by  British  influence,  and  only  to  be  bought  by 
r  their  love  of  country.  He  for  one  had  no  fears 
that  this  nation  would  ever  erouch  to  the  British 
lion.  She  would  calmly  and  dispassionately  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  her  several  States,  and  it  need  not 
be  feared  that.either  this  Government  or  the  States 
would  ever  quail. 

Mr.  G.  then  renewed  the  call  for  the  previous 
question,  which  was  seconded  by  the  House. 

The  question  then  being  put  on  the  motion  to  re- 
fer, was  decided  in  the  affirmative.  So  the  mes- 
sage, with  the  documents,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  GOQGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  asked  that  that  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  future  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
William  Glover,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions;  which  was  accord- 
ingly done. 

Mr.  ANDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  reported  a  Trill  to  make  new  provisions 
respecting  Navy  pensions,  and  to  repeal  certain 
acts  relating  to  Navy  pensions;  which  Was  twice 
read  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said  he  was  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  ask  that  this  bill 
be  made  the  special  order  for  Monday,  the  11th 
instant.  After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  FILL- 
MORE, showing  that  it  was  at  all  times  in  order  to 
go^into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
Union,  Mr.  Amnuuoir  withdrew  his  request  for  a 
special  order. 

Mr.  SJ9EPARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  moved  to  discharge  that  committee  from 
the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  F.  W.  Smith,  and  to  re- 
fer it  Co  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claiinsj 
which  was  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  FINE,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  made  a  detailed  report  on  the  case  of  John 
Morgan,  a  case  of  French  spoliation  prior  to  1800. 
The  report  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  relating  to  French 
spoliations. 

Mr-  PICKENS  said  he  was  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to  move  that  the 
House  to-day  at  2  o'clock  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  sundry  bills 
reported  by  that  committee; 

A  bill  to  regulate  the  allowance  for  extra  ser- 
vices rendered  by  Secretaries  of  Legation  and 
Consuls; 

A  bill  to  refund  certain  duties  in  the  case  of  the 
French  ship  Alexandre;  and 

A  bill  concerning  tonnage  duty  on  Spanish  ves- 
sels. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Picksks  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HA  WES,  from  the  fame  committee,  made 
an- adverse  report  on  the  case  of  Basil  Spalding; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EDWARD  Dk VIES,  from  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jabez  Collins:  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  HAND,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Porter;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  H.  also  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  case 
of  Sarah  Graves;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PECK,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
adverse  report  on  the  case  of  Rineholdt  Trougott; 
hud  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PECK,  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  in- 
3 airy  as  to  an  extension  of  the  pension  act  of  7th 
nfy,  183d,  for  the  benefit  of  widows  to  another 
period  of  are  years;  and,  also,  to  an  extension  of 


the  act  of  7th  J  one,  1833,  to  those  who  served  at 
any  time  previous  to  Wayne's  treaty;  and  it  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  bills  upon  the  same  subject  are  committed. 

Mr.  STRONG,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  moved  that  the  said  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  cases  of  Hannah  Siortevant 
and  John  Conkin?;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S.  reported  adversely  on  the  cases  of  Ri- 
chard Perry,  Anna  Swinerton,  Daniel  W.  Church, 
and  James  S.  Hall:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported — 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Catharine  Allen; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenfz.-r Dewey; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Huldah  Farlow;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ellen  Tornev: 
which  were  read  a  first   and  second   time,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  DO  AN,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported— 

A  bill  for  the  rerief  of  Thomas  Collins;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson; 

Which  were  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  DOAN  also  reported  adversely  on  the  cases 
of  John  Vanslyck,  Patrick  O'Ferrall,  Ebenezer 
Pierce,  and  Robert  Whittel:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PALEN,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  A.  Baldwin;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Jackson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Emanuel  Shrope;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Rhea; 
which  were  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  C.  also  reported  adversely  on  the  cases  of 
Samuel  Neely  and  Francis  Griffith;  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TILLINGHAST,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library  was  discharged  from  the  re- 
solution directing  an  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of 
furnishing  printed  documents,  the  Register  of  De- 
bates, and  all  other  publications  by  order  of  Con- 
gress, to  State  Legislatures. 

Mr.  BROWN  of  Mississippi,  from  a  select  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  W. 
Haley;  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  cases  of  George 
Gale,  Raymond  A.  Henderson,  R.  C.  Langdon, 
and  James  Magulre. 

Mr.  R.  also  reported,  without  amendment,  the 
bills  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Seeley 
and  of  William  P.  Rathbone;  those  bills  were  then 
severally  committed. 

Mr.  R.  also  reported 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieut.  John  L.  Cline; 

A  b  11  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
James  Maglener; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Bailey,  survivor 
of  Bailey  and  DeLord;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  William  D.  Che  ever. 

Mr.  G1DDINGS,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  C.  Roberts; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr  G.  also  reported  adversely  bri  the  cases  of 
Charles  Howe,  Benjamin  Reynolds,  E.  F.  Gilbert, 
and  John  P.  Baldwin*  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  G.  also  reported  adversely  on  the  cases  of 
John  Trafton,  John  G.  Perkins,  James  Perkins, 
and  Joseph  Pexkins;  Henry  Holbrook,  Samuel  T. 
Anderson,  Joshua  Hillyard,  Elijah  8.  Bell,  James 
Fraz  er,  David  Bartlett,  Samuel  Holgate,  Joseph 
S.  Thomas  and  Landen  C.  Peters,  Sylvester 
Churchill,  and  Charles  M.  Hillyard;  which  .were 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  New  Yerk,  from  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  adversely  on  the 
cases  of  the  representatives  of  James  Purvis,  Re- 
bec** Brown,  and  John  Henry.  Laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  PARMENTER,  from  the  same  committee, 
report  d  adversely  on  the  case  of  Hannah  Ruble. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported adversely  on  the  cases  of  Susan  Underwood, 
P.'Kinsolving,  Stephen  and  Richard  Livingston, 
and  Samuel  Jones.   Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  R.  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Captain  |  David  Noble; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  DELLET,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  relinquish  to  Wil- 
liam Waller  the  interest  ot  the  United  States,  in  a 
certain  tract  of  land  therein  named.  Twice  read, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  D.  also  reported,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  JVilliam  Jones; 
which  was  then  committed. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from,  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  for  the  relief  of  Hannah  Leighton,  without 
amendment.  The  bill  was  then  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

The  motion  to  print  the  extra  copies  lies  over. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

The  Select  Committee  on  the  letter  of  John  C. 
Rives,  dated  the  31st  ulL  upon  the  subject  of  the 
printing  of  the  House,  and  a  controversy  between 
the  printers  of  the  House  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
House,  in  relation  to  the  binding  of  the  documents, 
reports,  and  journals  of  last  session,  is  composed 
of  the  following  members: 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana, 

Mr.  REED, 

Mr.  CLIFFORD, 

Mr.  MORGAN, 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Kentucky. 

IN  SENATE, 
Tuesday,  January  5, 1841. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  a  law  of  that  State  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  boundary  between  Mrcouri  and  Iowa. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  primed,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  a  communication  fiom  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States  with  a  statement  of  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Department;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  sixty  copies  of  the  Navy  Register 
for  1840;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.TALLMAOGE  presented  the  memorial  of 
citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  the 
passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  and 

A  similar  memorial  from  citizens  of  Lockport, 
New  York,  which,  as  a  bill  has  been  reported,  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  instruct- 
ing their  Sena'ors  to  endeavor  to»procure  the  pas* 
sage  of  a  law  by  Congress  to  confirm  the  selection 
of  lands  along  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  made 
by  Indiana,  in  lieu  of  Indian  reservations;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  six  memorials  from 
merchants  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  the  spirit  portion  of  the  navy  ration  may  be 
abolished,  and  the  substitution  of  tea  or  coffee 
therefor;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Oo  motion  by  Mr.  NORVELL,  the  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Michigan,  praying  for  the  imposition  of 
a  duty  on  fi^h  imported  from  the  Canadas,  now  on 
file,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  STURGEON  gave  notice  that,  to  morrow, 
he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  making  a 
small  appropriation  for  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr*  UXJt  presented  the  petition  of  NftShfta 
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Ranney;  which,  m  a  bill  had  been  already  reported 
for  his  relief,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Littleberry 
Sublette;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Hardwick,  Vt.  praying  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia and  Territories  of  the  United  States;  the  mo- 
tion to  receive  which  was, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  New  York,  praying  the  pas- 
sage of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on 
be  table. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  memorial  numerously 
signed  by  citizens  of  New  York,  remonstrating 
against  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law  similar  in 
its  provisions  to  the  one  passed  at  the  las\  session; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  praying  that  pre- 
emptions  may  be  granted  to  lands  settled  and  culti- 
vated by  them;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  LINN,from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Madame  De  Lusser,  and  their  legal  representa- 
tives; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  L.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Richard  Higgina,  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Land?;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  L.  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide 
for  running  and  marking  the  boundary  line  of  a 
tract  of  land  reserved  for  the  half  breeds  of  the 
Sac  and  Fox  tribe  of  Indians;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  L.  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  autho- 
rizing the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Iowa  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the 
peace  in  said  Territory;  which,  after  some  remarks 
by  Bar.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  was  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  L.  also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  aid 
the  Territory  of  Iowa  in  completing  a  penitentiary 
therein,  partly  erected;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judicjary. 

Mr.  L.  from  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  to 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  widow  of 
Dr.  Henry  Perrine,  reported  a  bill  for  her  relief; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  L.  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture was  discharged  from  so  much  of  the  peti- 
tjon  of  Dr.  Henry  Perrine  as  related  to  indemnity 
for  Indian  depredations,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  en  Claims. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  relinquishing 
to  the  State  of  Mississippi  the  two  per  cent,  ac- 
cruing upon  her  admission  into  the  Union,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 
-,  Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petitions  of  Thomas  S. 
Clark,  and  the  petition  of  Zadoc  Smith,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
claim  of  the  heirs  of  George  Simpson,  and  that  it 
be  referred  to  ths  Committee  on  Finance;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
memorials  on  the  subject  had  been  referred,  re- 
ported 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  James  Williams;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  ef  AdamD.  Steuarf;  which 
were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  cause  monuments  to  be  erected  to  the  memory 
of  Brigadier  General  Francis  Nash  and  Brigadier 


General  William  Davidson;  which  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  NORYELL  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Reaohtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  communi- 
cate to  the  Senate  such  additional  reports  as  have 
been  received  since  those  formerly  submitted,  in  re- 
ference to  the  construction  of  the  Potomac  aque- 
duct; and  also,  such  further  information  as  he  may 
have  in  reference  to  the  kyanizing  of  timber  for  the 
use  of  said  aqueduct. 

Mr.  YOUNG  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Aetofoed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  vacating  of  the  military 
reservation  by  the  United  States,  of  Rock  Island  in 
the  State  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  STURGEON  submitted  the  following  res  » 
lutton,  which  was  considered  and  adoptedi 

R&ohedy  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  re- 
quired to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  a 
pension  to  Margaret  Miller,  Elizabeth  While  man, 
and  Martha  Climer,  and  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration: 

Reulvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  request- 
ed to  send  to  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  number 
and  kind  of  United  8tates  troops  stationed  along 
the  Western  frontier,  from  Fort  SnelUng  to  Fort 
Jesup,  and  whether  in  his  opinion  a  military  post 
between  Fort  Leavenworth  and  Fort  Wayne,  on 
the  borders  of  Arkansas,  be  not  important  to  the 
protection  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  from  Indian 
incursion  and  aggression. 

Mr.  PORTER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
requested  to  inform  the  Senate  in  what  cases  the 
payment  of  undisputed  claims,  arising  under  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Stock- 
bridge  and  Munsee  Indians,  ratified  on  the  16th 
May,  1840,  has,  on  presentment  at  the  Treasury, 
been  suspended  or  delayed,  and  the  cause  or  causes 
of  such  suspension  or  delay,  and .  particularly  that 
he  state  such  cause  or  causes  in  respect  to  two 
claims,  of  #675  each,  in  favor  of  Mead,  Kel- 
logg and  Co.  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  assignees  in 
part  of  Robert  Konkapot  and  John  T.  Hendricks. 
BILLS  ON  THEIR  THIRD  READING. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Clemens,  Bryan  and 
Company; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Plumb  Island  Bridge 
n  d  Turnpike  Company; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Moore;  and 

The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Walter  Loomis  and  Abel  Gay; 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  refund  to  Noah  Miller,  and  others,  a 
part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  British 
sloop  Mary,  and  cargo,  which  were  captured  by 
them,  and  libelled  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States,  was,  after  some  remarks  by  Mr. 
HUBBARD,  laid  on  (he  table  for  the  present. 

The  bill  making  compensation  to  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire  for  the  services  of  her  militia, 
coming  up  on  its  third  reading- 
Mr.  CRITTENDEN  desired  some  explanation 
respecting  this  bill— he  desired  to  know  what  act 
of  hostility  had  justified  the  expenditure  here 
claimed. 

Mr.  PIERCE  said  he  had  hoped  that  this  bill  was 
to  encounter  no  further  opposition,  and  he  trusted 
stilt  that  it  might  find  favor  even  with  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittbndm.]  From  1790, 
when  the  first  settlement  of  that  portion  of  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire  known  by  the  name  of 
Indian  Stresm,  was  made,  down  to  1832-3,  no  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction  was  ever  raised*— it  was  exer- 
cised by  the  State  uninterruptedly.  Afterwards, 
by  arrangement  between  this  Government  and 
that  of  Great  Britain,  the  long  pending  controversy 
between  the  two  countries,  in  relation  to  the  North- 
eastern boundary,  was  submitted  to  the  arbitration  of 
the  Kmg  of  the  Netherlands,  who  decided  in  favor 
of  Great  Britain;  and  thus  took  from  New  Hamp- 
shire a  eonsiderable  portion  of  her  territory,  over 


which  she  had  exercised  unquestioned  jurisdiction 
from  the  earliest  history  of  its  settlement.  This 
award,  it  was  well  known,  after  considerable  time 
had  elapsed,  was  set  aside  by  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain.  Whatever  doubt  might  at  any 
time  have  existed  in  relation  to  the  true  boundary 
on  that  border,  in  consequence  of  the  imperfect 
geographical  knowledge  aad  inaccuracy  of  maps,  of 
that  wild  and  unfrequented  country  in  its  early  his- 
tory, he  felt  warranted  in  asserting  that  there 
could,  with  present  lights,  be  no  doubt  in  rela- 
tion to  the  jurisdiction  of  New  Hampshire.  In 
1835,  '36,  at  the  period  of  these  difficulties,  her 
right  there  was  as  clear  as  it  was  in  the  counties  of 
Merrimack  and  Rockingham. 

The  state  of  things  in  that  territory  which  made 
it  necessary  for  the  Executive  of  New  Hampshire 
to  call  out  the  military  force,  was  produced  by  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Federal  Government,  in  its 
negotiations  with  Great  Britain,  over  which  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire  could,  of  course,  exercise 
no  control.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Cbittehdsn]  desired  to  know  more  particularly  on 
what  ground  the  State  claimed  this  remuneration — 
if  there  had  been  any  invasion  of*her  territory— 
what  was  the  necessity  that  warranted  catfing  out 
the  military  force— what  was  the  extent  of  that 
force,  and  what  would  probably  be  the  expense 
te  the  General  Government,  should  the  bill  become 
a  law?  Now  he  (Mr.  Pibbcb)  would  with  great 
pleasure  give  such  information  as  he  possessed 
upon  the  subject 

Doubts  having  been  temporarily  cast  upon  the 
question  of  jurisdiction  bj  the  award  of  the  King 
of  the  Netherlands— the  action  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  its  negotiations,  and  the  civil  authorities 
of  the  State  and  Province  of  Lower  Canada^  came 
in  conflict,  and  bedia  qf  armed  mm  were 
found  opposed  to  each  other  in  support  of  the 
judicial  process  issued  by  the  officers  of  their 
respective  Governments.  The  difficulties  on 
the  border  were  thickening.  A  deputy  of  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Coos  attempted  to  arrest  aa 
individual  in  the  Indian  Stream  territory,  by  the 
name  of  Tyler,  and  with  the  aid  of  two  men,  Blaa- 
chard  and  Harvy,  succeeded  Tyler,  however, 
was  promptly  rescued  by  force  from  Smith's  cus- 
tody. Immediately  after  this,  a  warrant  was  issued 
by  a  person  claiming  to  be  a  magistrate  of  Lower 
Canada,  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
against  the  deputy  of  the  sheriff,  andBlanchard  and 
Harvey/for  attempting  to  execute  process  there* 
By  virtue  of  this  warrant,  Banchard  was*  taken 
from  his  own  dwelling-house  by  a  body  of  m  ens? 
nun,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  carrying  liim 
into  Canada  for  trial,  on  the  charge  of  having 
assisted  in  serving  a  writ  duly  issued  by  the 
competent  authority  of  the  county  of  Coos. 
Blanchard,  in  his  turn,  *as  rescued  by  American 
citizens— his  neighbors.  This  assault  upon  the 
citizens  of  Indian  Stream  by  armed  men,  and  the 
attempt  to  extend  over  it  the  jurisdiction  of  Lower 
Caaada,  was  the  invasion  which,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Governor,  made  it  expedient  and  necessary  to 
call  out  the  militia,  through  whose  presence  further 
collision  was  prevented,  and  the  supremacy  of  the 
State  maintained.  Thee  were  some  of  the  leading 
facts  in  the  case,  and  the  State  asked  reimburse- 
ment for  tbe  expenses  incurred,  on  the  ground  that 
she  was  sustaining  "the  jurisdiction  of  the  State 
and  of  the  United  States." 

Had  a  regiment  of  armed  men  from  the  pro- 
vince, instead  of  the  small  detachment  alluded  tov 
marched  upon  this  defenceless  territory,  and  had 
they  been  met  by  the  militia  of  the  State  under  the 
order  ef  the  Executive,  no  objection  would  have 
been  raised  to  this  claim.  The  Governor,  perceiv- 
ing the  point  to  which  things  were  rapidly  tending, 
sent  a  military  force  promptly  to  the  scene,  which 
arrested  further  hostility,  and,  by  their  presence, 
probably  prevented  a  general  border  warfare, 
and  the  loss,  perhaps,  of  many  lives.  This  boun- 
dary question,  so  long  agitated,  was  under  the  ex- 
clusive control  of  the  Federal  Government. 

In  his  judgment,  the  treaty  line  should  have  been 
asserted  years  ago,  and  maintained,  if  necessary, 
with  all  the  power  of  this  country— at  all  events  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Federal  Government  to  protect 
the  (territory  .lying  within  the  limits  of   New 
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Hampshire,  and-  the  rights  of  ihe  citizens  upon 
last  territory,  from  this  foreign  interference  ang 
lawless  aggression.  And  since  the  State  foond  it 
necessary  to  call  out  its  own  military  force  for  the 
purpose,  the  Federal  Government  was  not  the  less 
bound  to  defray  the  expense.  He  then  referred 
particularly  to  an  elaborate  report  upon  the  subject, 
made  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1839  by 
Mr.  Howakd,  Coainnan  of  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Affairs- 
Mr.  CRITTENDEN  was  not  satisfied  yet  that 
,  there  bad  been  any  invasion  of  the  country.  There 
had  only  been  some  liule  controversy  with  tres 
passers  who  were  presuming  to  act  under  differ- 
ent authority ,  and  the  State  of  New  Hampshire 
had  done  nothing  more  than  her  duty  in  putting 
aa  end  to  the  trespass;  bnt  she  might  have  done  it 
by  civil  process,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  military 
power  to  aid  the  civil  power  in  tbe  service  of  such 

process. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said,  as  he  understood  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  that  gentleman  said  there  had 
been  no  invasion  of  the  territory.  Now,  since  the 
treaty  of  peace,  the  territory  in  question  had  always 
been  occupied  as  part  of  the  territory  of  New 
Hampshire;  in  fact,  since  1790,  Hall's  stream  was 
considered  the  northwestern  branch  of  the  Connec- 
ticut river,  and  that  stream  was  distinctly  marked 
as  the  boundary  line  between  the  provinces  of 
Canada  and  New  Hampshire.  Bus  after  tDe  King 
of  the  Netherlands  made  his  award,  the  British  au- 
thorities hi  Canada  undertook  to  exercise  authority 
between  that  boundary  stream  and  Indian  stream; 
and  it  was  to  expel  these  intruders  that  the  Gover- 
nor of  New  Hampshire  had  found  it  necessary 
to  call  out  the  militia  at  an  expense  of  $6  000. 
This  was  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction 
both  by  the  State  and  the  United  States.  Toe 
State  of  New  Hampshire  was  interrupted  in  her 
peaceable  occupancy  of  that  territory,  and  it  be- 
came necessary,  to  maintain  their  jurisdiction,  that 
the  steps  should  be  taken  which  were  resorted  to. 
Ifore  was,  he  believed,  no  actual  loss  of  lives  in 
the  defence  of  this  territory,  or  of  their  jurisdiction 
over  it,  bat  that  would  not  change  the  merits  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  did  not  dispute  the  right  of 
New  Hampshire  to  this  territory;  but  there  bad 
been  no  invasion — there  had  been  nothing  more 
than  a  resistance  to  the  service  of  legal  process,  and 
not  by  citizen? of  Canada  alone,  but  of  New  Hamp- 
shire herself;  for  there  was  but  one  Canadian  who 
presumed  to  act  as  a  Canadian  officer —a  Canada 
justice  of  the  peace,  who  presumed  to  issue  his  war- 
rant for  execution  on  the  territory.  Did  that,  then, 
justify  tbe  calling  oat  of  the  militia,  and  the  mak- 
ing the  General  Government  answerable  for  the  ex- 
pense? He  was  glad  the  amount  was  but  small;  it 
was  the  principle  only  which  he  here  wished  to  be 
sealed;  bis  anxiety  was  to  vindicate  Ame- 
rican rights  and  the  righis  of  her  territo- 
ries, bnt  it  did  seem  to  him  that  there  must 
be  some  limit  fixed  to  the*e  otherwise  unbounded 
rights  of  the  States  and  the  Territories.  Here 
there  was  not  a  man  wi  h  arms  in  his  hands,  so  far 
as  he  understood  the  statement  oi  the  honorable 
Senators — there  was  nothing  more  than  what 
amounted,  technically,  to  a  men  trespass  by  an 
individual  who  might  have  been  more  cheaply 
punished  by  the  civil  power. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  it  became  indispensably 
necessary  to  call  out  the  military  force  of  New 
Hampshire  to  maintain  her  jurisdiction  over  this 
tract  of  country,  which  bad  been  invaded  in  conse- 
quence of  the  act  of  the  General  Government. 
Who  referred  that  question  to  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands,  by  whose  award  the  boundary  line  of 
use  State  was  disturbed?  Was  it  Naw  Hampshire? 
From  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  theie  had 
been  no  question  about  it;  but  this  Government 
lock  the  question  in  hand  and  referred  it  to  the 
King  of  tbe  Netherlands  to  determine  where  the 
State  line  ran,  and  on  that  subject  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands  made  his  award,  and  then  the  Biiiish 
undertook  to  take  possession  of  ihat  tract  cf  coun- 
try. What,  then,  was  New  Hamp*»hire  to  do? 
Was  she  to  permit  her  citizens  to  become  subject 
to  British  authority?  Was  she  to  permit  Lord  Gof- 
ford  to  exercise  authority  over  that  territory,  and  to 


depose  of  so  much  of  the  State  of  N*w  Hamp- 
shire to  the  British  Government?  He  (Mr.  Hob- 
baud)  should  like  to  know  what  she  *b<*uld  have 
done?  Here  was  a  large  tract  of  their  territory, 
and  how  were  they  to  get  possession  of  it,  if  an 
order  had  been  given  to  march  a  King's  regiment 
into  ii?  Why,  they  should  have  called  out  their 
militia  to  expel  the  invaders,  and  they  would  e'ear- 
ly  have  been  entitled  to  come  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment for  tbe  repayment  of  the  expense  incur- 
red. And  where,  then,  was  the  difference?  The 
moment  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  decided  upon 
a  different  boundary  line,  the  British  assumed  to 
exercise  authority  over  it,  and  to  deny  the  authority 
of  New  Hampshire.  What,  then,  were  rhey 
to  do  but  that  which  they  had  done,  and  which  was 
made  necessary  to  be  done,  in  consequence  of 
the  act  of  the  General  Government;  and  the  only 
difference  was,  that,  because  a  King's  regiment  was 
not  ordered  upon  this  territory,  and  because  there 
bad  been  no  bloodshed,  New  Hampshire  wa«  not 
to  be  remunerated  for  the  expense  incurred.  That 
was  not  done;  but  civil  jurisdiction  was  exercised 
over  the  territory  by  Great  Britain;  and  to  reassert 
their  boundary,  which  was  as  well  defined  as 
the  road  to  the  President's  House,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  call  out  their  militia,  and  since  that 
had  been  done,  they  had  been  in  the  peaceable 
possession  of  the  territory.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  was  for  tbe  Senate  to  decide  whether 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire  should  be  reimbursed 
the  unavoidable  expense  which  she  incurred  in  con- 
sequence of  the  act  of  the  General  Governmet. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  would  like  to  have  some 
further  opportunity  to  examine  this  case.  There  were 
one  or  two  questions  which  suggested  themselves  to 
his  mind:  whether  there  had  been  an  actual  invasion 
of  this  territory  by  a  foreign  power  was  one;  and  if 
not,  was  there  a  threatened  invasion,  or  imminent 
danger  of  an  invasion?  And  then  there  was  ano- 
ther question:  supposing  there  was  a  threatened  inva- 
sion, was  there  time  to  apply  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment to  repel  this  threatened  Invasion?  for  to 
the  General  Government  belonged  the  decision  whe- 
ther there  should  be  peace  or  war.  No  case  less 
than  one  of  extreme  urgency  would  justify  the 
State  authorities  in  deciding  on  a  question  of  a 
threatened  invasion,  and  incurring  an  expenee  which 
perhaps  the  General  Government  might*  not  think 
proper.  It  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Clay)  that  it  was 
proper  to  ascertain  all  these  facts:  had  there  been 
a  military  invasion?  had  there  been  a  threatened  in- 
vasion? and  if  so,  what  had  New  Hampshire  done 
under  the  circumstance*-?  Would  it  not  be  extend- 
ing to  the  State  authorities  the  power  of  the  General 
Government,  if  there  was  time  to*  communicate 
with  the  General  Government,  if,  without  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  General  Government,  they  under- 
took to  engage  in  a  conflict  with  another  power?  All 
ibese  matters  were  worthy  of  inquiry;  and  there- 
fore, he  woold  suggest  the  (propriety  of  laying 
fae  bill  for  the  present  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  in  the  mean  time,  would  refer 
Senators  for  information  to  a  report  made  by 
Mr.  HOWARD,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  tn  the  House  in  January,  1839. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  would  take  an  opportunity 
to  examine  it. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  making  compensation  to  the  State  of 
Maine  for  the  services  of  her  militia,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

GENERAL   PROSPECTIVE    PRE-EMPTION 
LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
preemption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the 
public  lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the 
same,  and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  spe- 
cial order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up,  and  amend- 
ments thereto  were  offered  by  Messi*.  CLAY 
of  Alabama,  CRITTENDEN,  TAPPAN,  POR- 
TER, and  PRENTISS,  which  gave  rive  to  an  ex- 
tended debate. 

At  4  o'clock,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuesday,  Jan.  5,  1841. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing coxnm  unication*3,  viz: 


1.  From  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  an  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  Missouri,  entitled  "An  act 
for  ascertaining  and  settling  the  northern  boundary 
line  of  the  State  of  Missouri." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

2.  From  the  Post  Office  Department,  transmit- 
ting, in  obedience  to  the  2d  section  of  an  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  tbe  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses of  Government,  approved  9th  May,  1836» 
a  statement  of  the  disbursements  made  from  the* 
contingent  fund  of  tbe  Post  Office  Department  from 
the  1st  January  to  the  31st  of  December,  1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Expendi* 
lures,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

3.  From  the  Post  Office  Department,  in  pursu- 
ance of  tbe  25th  section  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of 
July,  1836,  transmuting  a  copy  oi  the  abstract  of 
the  offers  for  carrying  the  mails,  made  within  the 
year  p-eceding  the  1st  July,  1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CALVARY  MORRIS  offered  a  resolution 
making  provision  for  the  lunatics  in  the  Wash- 
ington county  jail. 

JMr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  said  that  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  had  alrea- 
dy reported  a  bill  upon  this  subject,  and  it  was 
now  upon  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  asked  whether  there  was  not  a 
ceunty  police  to  attend  to  such  matters,  as  there 
was  in  other  counties. 

Mr.  MORRIS  remarked  that  it  was  only  neces- 
sary to  visit  the  prison,  to  see  that  something  ought 
to  be  done. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  observed  that  the  Committee  for  ' 
the  District  of  Columbia  had,  in  the  bill  to  which 
he  had  just  alluded,  authorized  the  marshal  for  tbe 
District  to  send  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum  in  Balti- 
more, all  such  persons  as  are  now  confined  in  the 
jails  of  Washington  and  Alexandria,  and  all  such 
as  may  hereafter  be  committed  as  lunatics,  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MORRIS  then  withdrew  his  resoluticn. 
PENNSYLVANIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. . 

The  SPEAKER  than  announced  as  the  special 
order,  the  consideration  of  the  following  resolution, 
reported  by  tbe  majority  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  at  tbe  la&t  session  of  Congress,  declaring 
Mr.  Natlor  to  have  been  duly  elected  as  a  Repre- 
sentative for  the  third  Congressional  District  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Resolved,  That  Cbarlss  Naylor  was  duly  elect- 
ed a  member  of  the  House  of  Representative*  for 
the  26th  Congress,  from  the  Tnird  Congressional 
District  in  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  MEDILL  thought  it  no  more  than  just  that 
the  other  claimant,  Mr.  Inger  oll,  should  ako 
have  leave  to  address  the  house  on  the  subject. 
He  therefore  asked  leave  to  submit  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  Tnat  the  petitioner,  Charles  J.  In- 
gersoll,  be  permitted  to  appear  at  the  bar,  and 
that  he,  as  well  as  the  sitting  member,  have  leave 
to  address  this  House  on  the  subject  of  the  contest- 
ed election  from  the  Third  Congressional  District  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  quesion  being  then  taken  on  this  resolution, 
it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS  wished  to  move  a  re- 
consideration of  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution 
had  just  been  agreed  to.  If  Mr.  Inojersoll  came 
here  as  a  claimant  for  the  seat  in  question,  he  (Mr. . 
W.)  would  have  no  objection  to  his  being  heard  at 
the  bar.  But  he  understood  that  Mr.  Ingbrscll 
did  not  claim  a  right  to  the  s*a*.  That  being  the 
ca^e,  it  was  a  question  with  bim  whether  Mr.  In- 
girsoll  had  a  rightful  claim  to  the  privileges  ac- 
corded by  tbe  resolution.  Mr.  W.  concluded  by 
moving  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  just  taken. 

Mr.  MEDILL  said  that  by  a  reference  to  the 
files  cf  the  House,  it  would  be  seen  that  besides  pe- 
titions from  a  large  portion  of  citizens  of  the  31 
Congressional  District  of  Pennsylvania,  a  petition 
had  been  presented  by  Mr.  Ingebsoll  himself,  set- 
ting forth  that  he  was  a  candidate  at  the  election, 
and  that  it  was  his  firm  conviction,  if  justire 
were  done,  that  he  would  be  placed  ia  the 
seat  now  accupisd  by  Mr*  Natlor.    That  matter 
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was  referred  by  the  House  to  the  Committee  of 
Elections;  and  a  few  days  before  the  close  of  the 
last  session,  two  reports  were  made  from  that  com* 
mittee — onefrom  the  majority,  and  the  other  from 
the  minority.  One  report  stated  that  the  sitting 
member  was  entitled  to  bis  seat,  and  the  other  re- 
port set  forth  that  he  had  been  elected  by  frand. 
ibis  committee  discharged  its  doty  by  presenting 
their  Yiews,  and  by  taking  all  the  testimony  they 
could  in  ihe  case.  It  now,  therefore,  remained 
with  the  House  to  decide  which  of  the  reports  was 
correct.  Bat,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  would  the  gen- 
tleman undertake  to  say  that  Mr.  Ingersoll  had 
withdrawn  from  his  claim?  He  (Mr.  M  )  bad  seeu 
nothing  whatever  which  could  justify  such  a  belief. 
He  had  seen  nothing  in  the  public  press  to  ihat  ef- 
fect, neither  had  he  heard  the  least  intimation  of  it 
from  any  quarter.  Bur,  moreover,  Mr.  Imgxrsoll 
was  now  present  in  the  Howe,  ready  to  claim  his 
seat. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  desired  that  the  latter  portion 
of  the  report  of  the  minority  of  thecommitiee  might 
be  read.    It  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  F.  after  some  preliminary  remarks,  pro- 
ceeded to  argue  that  any  perron  contesting  the 
right  of  a  member  to  a  seat,  bad  a  right  to  be 
heard.  He  contended  that  the  right  to  be  heard 
did  not  result  from  the  fact  of  a  man  being  a  candi- 
date or  not.  The  proper  course  would  be  to  grant 
Mr.  Ikobrsoll  a  hearing,  when  he  presumed  be 
would  be  able  to  enlighten  them  on  the  subject  as 
to  whether  he  considered  uimself  a  claimant  to  the 
seat  or  not.  He  (Mr.  F.)  was  in  favor  of  gi  an  ting 
a  hearing  to  Mr.  Inobrsoll,  on  the  simple  ground 
of  his  appearing  to  contest  the  right  of  the  silting 
member;  and  it  did  not  make  any  difference  whe- 
ther the  contestant  made  any  claim  to  the  seat  him- 
self or  not.  He  (Mr.  F.)  would  vote  against  the 
reconsideration. 

Mr.  BRIGSS  hoped  the  reso'ution  would  not  be 
reconsidered.  He  considered  it  woulJ  be  manifest 
injustice  to  refuse  a  hearing  to  any  man  who  came 
here  to  contest  a  seat  with  a  member  who  might 
be  in  that  seat.  In  his  opinion  Mr.  Inobrsoll  had 
aa  undoubted  right  to  urgejiis  claim  at  the  bar  of 
be  House. 

Mr.  MASON  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  and 
hoped  it  would  not  be  reconsidered.  He  was  in 
favor  of  granting  every  contestant  to  a  seat  on  that 
floor,  a  fair  hearinc.  He  desired  that  Mr.  Iboer- 
boll  might  be  heard,  as  he  was  desirous  of  know- 
ing whether  the  gentleman  claimed  a  seat  in  the 
House  by  virtue  of  his  flection,  or  whfiher  he  ap- 
peared only  as  counsel  fir  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,  as   contesting   the   right   of    the  sitting 


Mr.  CTJSHINQ  said  he  was  also  in  favor  of 
hearing  the  petitioner  for  the  reasons  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  also  from  the  reasons 
on  which  the  petition  was  based.  Mr.  Ingebsoll, 
in  his  petition  presented  to  the  Honse,at  the  last  ses- 
slon,elaimed  the  seat  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Natlor. 
That  was  the  record,  and  the  present  proceedings 
was  but  a  continuation  of  that  record.  The  ques- 
tion was,  therefore,  what  disposition  should  be 
made  of  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Ingeusoll.  But 
he,  Mr.  C.  had  risen  for  the  purpose  of  objecting  to 
the  form  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Medill.]  That  resolution 
asked  that  "Mr.  Ingkrsoll  should  have  leave 
to  address  the  House,  as  well  as  the  sitting 
member."  Now  he,  Mr.  C.  contended  that  Mr. 
Natlor,  at  the  sitting  member,  was  a  member 
de  facto,  and  as  such  he  had  as  much  right 
to  address  the  House,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  himself,  or  any  other  member.  In  this  view 
of  the  case  he  considered  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution as  implying  a  doubt  on  the  right  of  Mr. 
Nayl*r,  and  admitting  that  he  was  not  a  member 
de  facto.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  would  amend  his  resolution,  so  as  to 
leave  out  that  portion. 

Mr.  MEDILL  did  not  perceive  that  the  resolu- 
tion implied  a  denial  of  the  right  of  the  sitting  mem- 
ber. It  merely  asked  that  the  petitioner  might  be 
heard  as  well  as  the  sitting  member.  It  merely 
asked  that  Mr.  Iwqirsoll  might  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  Mr.  Natlor.  He  therefore  saw  no 
necessity  for  amending  the  resolution  as  required  \>j 


the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  He  hoped  the 
gentleman  would  not  press  it,  inasmuch  they 
were  losing  much  time,  and  Mr.  Iborbsoll  was 
present  waiting  to  be  heard. 

Mr.CUSHING  said  he  would  press  it:  for,  if 
the  words  meant  nothing,  why  not  omit  them;  and 
if  they  did  mean  any  thing,  their  import  was  a  bard 
one. 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS  complained  that  the 
House,  by  giving  the  Committee  of  Elections 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  had  made 
them  the  prosecutors,  instead  of  the  judge*;  and  he 
would  always  contend  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  were  improper  and  irregular*  But  he  wished 
to  know  whether  Mr.  Ingersoll  intended  to  ap- 
pear as  a  claimant  to  the  seat,  or  as  attorney  for 
the  people.  It  was  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
this  tact,  that  he  had  moved  the  reconsideration. 
As,  however,  many  of  his  friends  appeared  desi- 
rous he  should  withdraw,,  he  would  do  so.  Mr.  W* 
then  withdrew  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  CUSHrNG  renewed  it,  as  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  the  resolution  until  the  words  he  objected  to 
were  stricken  ou'. 

Mr.  MEDILL  raid  that  in  order  to  fare  time, 
be  would  consent  to  amend  the  resolution  as  de- 
sired. 

And  there  being  no  objection,  the  resolution  was 
so  modified. 

After  some  farther  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
BARNARD,  MEDILL,  G.  DAVIS,  and  AL- 
FORD,  participated, 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  the  previous  question, 
but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  ALFORD,  who,  after  some  remarks  in  re-. 
ply  to  Mr.  Baritard,  renewed  iL 

Some  debate  of  a  desultory  character  here  arose 
as  to  whether  Mr.  Alford,  having  previously  spo- 
ken, had  a  right  to  the  floor  to  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  TURNEY  having  obtained  the  floor,  after 
some  brief  remarks  on  the  propriety  of  reserving 
the  merits  of  the  case  until  it  should  be.  fairly  be- 
fore the  House,  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  called  for  the  raid- 
ing of  ihe  memorial  of  Mr.  Ingersoll;  which  was 
read  as  follows: 
To  the  honorabU  the  Speaker  and  Member*  0/  the 

House  tf  Representatives  cf  the  United  States  of 

America,  in  Congress  assembled: 
The  memorial  and  petition  of  Charles  J.  Ingersoll 

respectfully  shows: 

That  he  was  chosen  by  a  majority  of  the  electors 
of  the  Third  Congressional  District  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  their  Representative  in  and  for  the 
Twenty-sixth  Congress,  now  in  session,  and  accord- 
ingly so  returned  as  elected  by  the  constitutional 
authorities  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  whose 
certificates,  in  legal  form,  here  communicated  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  are  now  among 
its  records,  certifying  that  your  memorialist  and  pe- 
titioner is  so  elected.  He  had  believed,  therefore, 
that  your  honorable  Hou«e  aonld,  before  this  time, 
without  his  application,  have  instituted  the  proper 
means  for  ascertaining  whether  he  is  entitled  to  the 
membership,  which  is  claimed  also  by  another  per- 
son. But  inasmuch  as  he  is  given  to  understand 
that  a  direct  application,  in  the  form  of  a  petition, 
from  himself,  is  deemed  necessary  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject, without  delay,  into  the  consideration  of  your 
honorable  House,  your  petitioner  respectfully  re- 
quests that  prompt  and  proper  measures  may  be 
taken  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  enable 
your  petitioner  to  prove  his  right  to  membership  as 
Representative  of  the  people  of  the  Third  Con- 
gressional District  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  presen) 
Congress,  and  that  no  other  person  is  elected  from 
that  district  to  this  Congress. 

C.  J.  INGERSOLL. 

Washington,  January  23, 1840. 

The  call  for  ihe  previous  question  was  then  se- 
conded, and  the  main  question— being  on  the  re- 
consideration— ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  BARNARD  demanded  the  yeas  and  nay*, 
which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Andrews,  Barnard, 
Bell,  Breckenridge,  Brockway,  Chittenden,  Crans- 
ton, Edward  Daries,  Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Doe, 


Edward,  Evana,  Everett,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Gran- 
ger, Green,  Grinnell,  John  Hastings,  Henry, 
Charles  Johnston,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Kemp-  ' 
shall,  King,  Lane,  Marvin,  Morgan,  Nisbet,  Os- 
borne, Peck,  Profit,  Randall,  Saltonstall,  Slade, 
Stanly,  John  B.  Thompson,  John  White,  T.  W. 
Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  and  Christopher  H. 
Williams—  42. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alford,  Judson  Allen,  Anderson, 
Atherton,  Banks,  Baker,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Black, 
Blackwe'l,  Boardman,  Bond,  Brewster,  Briggs, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burke,  Samp- 
son H.  Butler,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll, 
Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Coles,  Connor, 
William  R.  Cooper,  Craig,  Crary,  Cross,  Crush- 
ing, Dana,  Davee,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis, 
Deberry,  Dickerson,  Dellet,  Doan,  Doig,  Earl, 
Eastman,  Ely,  Fillmore,  Fine,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Fornance,  Galbraith,  Garland,  Goggin,  Goode, 
Graham,  Griffin,  Habersham,  Hand,  Jlawes,  Hill 
of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hillen, 
Holmes,  Hook,  Hopkins,Hubbard,  Jackson,  James, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kille,  Lead  be  iter,  Leet, 
Leonard,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lowell,  Lucas,  Mo 
Clellan,  McCulloch,  McKay,  Meredith  Mallory, 
Francis  Mallory,  Marcband,  Mason,  Medill,  Mon- 
tanya,  Moore,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Calvary  Mor- 
ris, Morrow,  Newhard,  Parrish,  Parmenter,  Par- 
ris,  Paynter,  Pickens,  Pope,  Prentiss,  Ran- 
dolph, Rariden,  Rayner,  Reynold*,  Ridgway,  Ed- 
ward Rogers,  James  Rogeri ,  Ryall,  8amuels,Shaw, 
Shepard,  Albert  Smith,  John  Smith,  Truman 
Smith,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sumter,  Swearia- 
gen,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Philip  F.Tho* 
mas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Trip- 
lett,  Turney,  Underwood,  David  D.  Wagener, 
Weller,  Wick,  J  .W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winlhrop,  and  Worthington 
—139. 

So  the  House  refused  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  resolution  of  Mr.  MEDILL  had  been 
agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  then  directed  the  Sergeants- 
Arms  to  apprise  Mr.  Ingsbsoll  that  he  might  ap- 
pear at  the  bar  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  then  presented  himself  at  the  bar. 
Whereupon, 

The  SPEAKER  informed  hfm  that  in  pursuance 
of  an  order  of  the  House,  he  (Mr.  I.)  was  permit- 
ted to  stale  his  reasons  for  claiming  a  seat  in  the 
House,  as  a  representative  from  the  third  Con- 
gressional district  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Inobrsoll  then  proceeded  to  recapitulate 
the  facts  on  which  he  based  his  right  to  the  seat, 
and  entered  into  a  detailed  account  of  the  circuav 
stances  attenning  the  perpetration  of  the  alleged 
frauds,  the  bribery  of  witnesses,  etc 

Without  concluding,  Mr.  I.  gave  way  for  a  mo- 
tion to  adjourn;  and  at  a  few  minutes  past  three 
o'clock, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 

Wbdnbsday,  January  6,  1841. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  foriher  reply 
to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  30th  December, 
1839;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
Elliott;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  pilots 
of  the  port  of  New  York,  praying  a  repeal  of  the 
law  of  1837;  which  was  referred  to  the  Cemmiuee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Vermont,  instructing  their  Senators 
to  endeaver  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  recom- 
mending an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Spates,  restricting  the  eligibility  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  a  single  term;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petitions  of  the  heirs 
of  Collin  Bishop;  Joseph  Cooper  and  Gray  By- 
num,  administrators  o(  Sarshal  Cooper;  Francis 
Wood;  Joshua  Freeman*,  Francis  Ray,  Anurias 
Fay,  Joeph  Reese,  and  J°ta  B.  Denayoi;  Joseph 
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BoggK  Jesse  Watkins,  James  Turner,  and  Benja- 
min Catoo,  of  Missouri;  David  Magill;  Joseph 
Bay;  John  O'Bannon;  William  Munce  and  Joseph 
WoolkUJ;  Francis  Wood,  Joseph  Wood,  and  others; 
A.  Groom;  David  M.  Gtuilley,  administrator  of 
William  Head;  Robert  A.  and  John  G.  Heath; 
Ebsha  Todd  and  Francis  Cooper;  John  Turner; 
dozens  of  Clay  county,  Mo.;  which  were  all  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  BBNTON  presented  the  petition  of  Prentice 
F.  Bonney;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Maj.  R.  L.  Baker,  now  on  file,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LTNN,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  De  Mansnr,  now  on  file,  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ANDERSON,  the  petitions 
and  papers  now  on  file  of  Andrew  Johnson  and  of 
Samuel  Lore,  were  referred  to  the,  Committee  on 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  eight  memorials 
numerously  signed  by  merchants  and  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  the  spirit 
portion  of  the  nary  ration,  and  the  substitution 
therefor  of  tea  or  coffee;  which  were  referred  to 
rife  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
/  Mr.  NICHOLAS  presented  the  memorial  of 
. /me  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Orleans,  pray- 
K  fag  the  passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  presented  the  petition  of 
George  W.  Robinson;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  presented  the  memorial  of 
citizens  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the  passage  of 
a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table.  

Mr.  STURGEON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  te 
make  certain  appropriations  to  the  Patent  Office; 
which  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  tie  Commit- 
tee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
rice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  anrhorize  the  issue  of  patents  for  certain  entries 
of  pubic  lands;  wlich  was  read  twice  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MOTJTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claim?,  to  wbieh  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  De  Lusser  and  their 
legal  representatives,  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  M.  aho,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  cf  Pierre 
Dolet,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read  ng. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  that  when  the  bill 
establishing  a  general  bankrupt  law  was  taken  up, 
he  wonld  move  to  amend  it  by  subjecting  banks 
and  money  corporations  to  the  Operation  of  the 
bill,  and  the  compuhory  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  8tates,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Prettyman  was 
considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  or- 
dered to  be  eogrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Howard  Institution 
of  the  city  of  Washington  was  taken  up  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  inquired  from  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  whether 
this  was  the  same  bill  as  passed  the  Senate  the  last 


Mr.  MERRICK.    The  same. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  would  call  for  the  ayes  and  noes 
thereto. 

Several  Senators  asked  for  some  explanation  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  the  memorial  to  the  Se- 
nate from  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  District, 
set  forth  the  objects  of  this  bill— which  were  of  a 
purely  benevolent  character— and  therefore  he 
would  ask  that  it  might  be  read. 

The  Secretary  having  read  the  memorial, 


Mr.  TAPPAN  said  he  questioned  not  that  Hit  in- 
stitution which  it  was  proposed  to  establish  in  this 
city,  for  which  aid  was  sought  by  this  bill,  was  a 
very  meritorious  and  a  very  chaiitab'e  institution; 
but  he  had  yet  to  learn  that  they  had  any  more 
power,  or  authority,  or  right,  to  grant  the  public 
property  to  maintain  a  charitable  institution  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  than  they  had  to  support  a  si- 
milar institution  in  the  city  of  New  York,  New  Or- 
leans, or  any  other  city  cr  town  of  the  United  States. 
Because  this  was  the  seat  of  Government,  because 
Congress  sits  here,  and  the  public  offices  were  here, 
were  they  to  put  themselves  in  the  place  of  the  in- 
habitants, and,  by  their  liberality,  afford  the  city 
the  means  of  performing  acts  of  charity,  which  in 
all  other  places  were  accomplished  by  the  means 
and  the  private  charities  of  the  citizens 
themselves?  If  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  District  would  give  some  further  explana- 
tion, he  (Mr  Tappan)  should  be  glad  to  hear  it,  for 
at  present  he  had  learn  d  nothing  that  was  satis- 
factory. He  was  not  aware  that  they  were  under 
any  obligation  to  support  the  poor  of  this  District, 
more  than  their  general  obligation  to  do  good  to 
the  poor  all  over  the  country. 

Mr.  MERRICK  had  hoped  the  memorial  itself 
wou'd  have  been  satisfactory.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  admitted  tbat  the  object  of  the  institution 
was  praiseworthy  and  commendable,  and  highly 
beneficial  to  the  country,  but  he  doubted  the  right 
of  Congress  to  give  the  aid  contemplated  by  the 
bill,  and  he  argued  that  Congress  bad  no  more 
right  fo  provide  for  the  poor  and  the  indigent  here, 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  country,  Now  it 
seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Merrick)  that  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  had  not  given  a  correct  construction  of 
the  powers  of  Congress.  New  York  had  a  Go- 
vernment of  her  own,  whose  duty  it  was  to  take 
care  of  the  local,  interests  of  the  people  of  that 
State,  while  the  people  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia looked  to  Congress  as  their  eiclnsiv- 
legislators;  there  was  no  power  except  that  which 
resides  here,  and  unless  that  power  was  exercised, 
the  people  of  the  District  were  cut  off  entirely.  The 
members  of  Congress  were  the  exclusive  rulers  of 
the  District,  and  to  Congress  most  the  people  of 
the  District  look  for  the  exercise,  of  sovereign  pow- 
er. Was  it  right  and  proper,  then,  that  the  people 
of  the  District  should  be  completely  disfranchised 
and  cat  off  from  alt  political  rights  which  were  en* 
joyed  by  the  people  gepe rally,  and  tbat  Congress 
should  be  less  beneficent  than  the  Legislatures  of 
other  State*?  The  authority  of  Consr  ss  over  this 
people  was  special  and  more  comprehensive  than 
over  the  other  people  of  the  States;  Cnn»re*s  occu- 
pied the  place  of  a  local  Leeirlalurf ;  and  they  wore 
not  asked  to  apply  the  national  money  to  aid  the 
people  of  the  Dislrict-r-rhey  we^e  not  asked  to  take 
the  money  of  the  people  of  N  w  Ynrk,  or  cf  Mary- 
land, or  of  Oh;o,but  they  wereaMced  to  give  to  the 
people  of  trie  District  a  port  ion  of  »he  property  which 
belonged  to  them,  wh  ch  Coneress  obtained'  by 
grant  from  the  owners  of  the  soil,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  applied  to  the  promotion  of  the  welfare 
of  the  people  of  the  D'strict.  Whaf  consideration 
bad  the  people  of  the  Unifed  States  ever  given  for 
this  vast  amount  of  property?  This  spot  was  se- 
lected as  tht  seat  of  the  Federal  Government — 
choice  was  made  of  this  place  because  it  was  con- 
venient, and  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  ceded  to 
Congress  the  territory,  and  now  all  that  wat  asked, 
was  to  give  them  back  a  small  portion  for  a  highly 
beneficent  object,  of  that  which  was  as  much  the 
property  of  the  people  of  the  District  as  the  land 
within  a  State  was  the  property  of  the  people  of 
the  State. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  had  been  much  surprised  at  the 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland.  Did 
they  owe  any  thing  to  the  District?  If  they  did, 
he  should  like  to  see  the  amount  stated,  that  he 
might  ascertain  the  amount  of  balance  due 
from  the  Government  to  the  Distriat  of  Co- 
lumbia. He  knew  not  what  right  they  had 
to  take  the  property  of  the  Government  and 
convey  it  for  the  benefit  of  any  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  had  yet  to  learn  that  they  bad  the  power, 
or.  if  they  had  the  power,  that  there  would  be  a 
propriety  in  exercising  that  power.  True  they 
were  the  exclusive  Legislature  of  the  District;  but 


were  they  then  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the 
pool?  Was  such  power  conferred  upon  them? 
They  had  given  corporate  and  municipal  powers 
to  the  several  cities  of  the  District,  and  beyond  that 
they  could  not  go.  With  reference  to  the  account 
between  Government  and  the  District,  which  had 
been  often  alluded  to,  he  repeated  that  he  should 
like  to  tee  it  stated.  The  Senator  from  Mary- 
land was  greatly  in  error  if  he  supposed  if 
the  value  of  the  property  was  taken  into 
account,  there  would  be  a  balance  in  favor 
of  the  c;ty.  What  would  this  property  have 
been  worth,  if  the  National  Government  had 
not  been  located  here?  If  this  land  were  taken  as 
now  proposed,  it  would  be  the  taking  of  the  na- 
tional property  and  giving  it  to  the  city,  and  he 
(Mr.  Hubbard)  deaied  that  they  bad  such  power. 
They  nvght  as  well  take  from  the  national  fund 
and  appropriate  it  to  the  use  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  as  to  take  this  property  for  the  use  of 
this  institution;  and  with  these  views  he  should 
vote  p gainst  the  bill. 

Mr.  MERRICK  had  merely  adverted  to  the 
manner  Congress  had  acquired  the  title  to  the  Dis- 
trict, to  show  that  there  <vas  a  peculiar  relation 
existing  between  Congress  and  the  people  of  the 
District  As  to  the  matter  of  account,  of  which 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  had  spoken,  he 
had  no  intention  to  enter  into  a  discussion.  They 
were  not  new  asked  for  any  thfng  from  the  Na- 
tional Treasury;  they  were  merely  asked  for  that 
which  was  placed  at  their  disposal  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people. 

Mr.  SEVIER  had  veted  against  this  bill  at  lt/e 
last  session,  and  he.  th'Uld  vote  against  it  agata; 
but  he  wished  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  bow  many  lots  Government 
held  in  this  city,  and  what  was  their  valne. 

Mr.  MERRICK  5aid  it  was  impossible  that  be 
could  row  answer  the  question  so  unexpectedly 
proposed;  orig'nally,  half  the  property  of  ihe  city 
was  ceded  to  the  Go  vera  »en%  but  how  much  the 
Government  Mill  held  he  could  not  tell. 

Mr.  SRVIER  a*ked  how  it  had  been  disponed 
of. 

Mr.  MERRICK  explained.  A  good  deal  of  it 
had  been  dirposed  of  for  college*  and  schools,  and 
a  good  deal  fur  the  improvement  of  the  streets  and 
public  squares.  When  a  street  was  paved,  the 
Con-missioner  of  the  Public  Buildings  was  bound 
to  pave  that  part  which  passed  along  a  '  public 
square,  and  for  this  purpose  a  good  denl  of  the 
publicists  had  been  disposed  of,  the  city  corpo- 
ration lev>inga  lax  to  defray  the  expvn*!  ol  im- 
proving the  loads  in  the  front  of  the  btores  and 
habitation?. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  if  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land would  introduce  a  bill  10  cede  all  the  lots  to 
the  corporate  authorities,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
o  each  citizen  a  lot  for  the  site  of  a  "leg  cabin," 
he  (Mr.  Savica)  would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  HU rfBARD.    Each  white  person. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  White  or  black,  or  between  the 
coV-s.  If  the  Senator  from  Maryland  would  in- 
troduce such  a  bill,  giving  the  public  property  in 
the  land  in  this  city  to  the  citizen*,  a  nd  add  a  prospec- 
tive pre-emption  clause  for  the  benefit  of  those 
wbj  were  to  come  hereafter  in  the  vacant  lots,  he 
would  vote  for  it,  and  he  believed  many  of  those 
with  whom  he  usually  acted  would  vote  for  it  too. 

Mr.  MERRICK  hoped  the  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas would  yet  become  one  of  the  ''log  cabin"  party. 

After  a  few  other  words  from  Mr.  SEVIER  and 
Mr.  MERRICK, 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  had  voted  for  this  bill 
at  the  last  session  with  great  pleasure,  and  should 
do  so  again  now.  The  bill  granted  a  small  vacant 
lot  of  the  public  grounds  in  Washington  to  the 
Howard  Institute  of  thi*  city,  an  institute  esta- 
blished by  private  funds  for  the  most  noble  and 
charitable  purposes— the  employment  of  the  poor, 
especially  of  the  ft  male  poor,  the  widow  and  the 
orphan,  and  the  alleviation  of  human  misery.  This 
grant  was  not  without  precedent.  One  of  the 
New  England  States  and  one  of  the  Western  Stales 
had  received  from  Congress  large  grants  of  the 
public  domain  for  similar  institutions  and  forpub- 
lic  charity  within  the  limits  of  those  States.  These 
were  grants,  not  of  a  small  lot  of  ground,  its  in  this 
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case,  bat  of  whole  townships  of  public  land, 
greater  in  extent  than  the  entire  District  of 
Colombia.  And  was  human  misery  less  in  this 
District  than  in  New  England  or  the  West,  that 
they  should  refuse  Jo  alleviate  it  here,  by  all  the 
proper  means  within  the  power  of  this  Government? 
If  the  Legislature  of  this  Government  could  not 
make  this  grant,  no  other  could;  for  no  other  pos- 
sessed any  power  in  this  District.  Was  this  Dis- 
trict, then,  to  be  the  only  portion  of  this  Union  where 
public  charity  was  to  receive  no  legislative  aid  or 
encouragement?  Here,  under  their  own  eyes,  and 
in  their  daily  walks  to  this  Capitol,  should  they  be- 
hold so  much  of  human  misery,  and,  folding  their 
arms  in  rations  apathy,  say  to  the  poor  of  this  Dis- 
trict, "You  are  strangers  to  us— you  are  not  our 
constituents,  and  we  will  refuse  you  even  a  small 
lot  of  the  public  ground  upon  which  to  erect  that 
asylum,  for  the  construction  of  which,  charitable 
individuals  had  raised  the  fundi?"  He  would  give 
no  such  vote;  and  if  he  did,  he  could  not  but  feel 
that  he  was  responsible  for  at  least  a  portion  of  that 
distress  which  exists  in  this  District. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  then  taken,  and  the 
question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Henderson,  King,  Linn,  Lump- 
kin, Merrick,  Mouton,  -Nicholas,  Nor  veil,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robinson,  Sevi?r,s  Smith 
of  Indiana,  Southard,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Walk- 
er, Wall,  White,  Williams,  and  Youog— 29*. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay  of  Alaba- 
ma, Hubbard,  Pierce,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  and 
Tap  pan— 7. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  SEVIER  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to-mor- 
row, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  cede  the  public 
lands  within  the  District  of  Columbia  to  settlers 
thereon. 

GENERAL  PROSPECTIVE   PRE-EMPTION 
LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  special  order  of 
the  day,  was  taken  up,  and,  a  substitute  therefor  be- 
ing submitted  by  Mr.  Prentiss, 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  addressed  the  Senate  at 
length  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  was  followed  by 
Messrs.  WRIGHT  and  LINN  in  reply. 

At  4  o'clock,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wednesday,  January  6,  1841. 
Mr.  J.   W.  JONES,    from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 

SUPPORT  OF  THE  ARMY  FOR  THE  YEAR  1811. 

It  was  r*ad  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and,  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  ordered  to  be 
printed.  «» 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  taking 
of  testimony  in  cases  of  contested*  election,  and 
for  other  purposes;"  which  was  read  twice,  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  at  what  time  the 
bill  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the 
Government  would  be  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mi.  JONES  of  Virginia  said  that  the  bill  would 
be  reported  in  the  course  of  a  few  dajs. 

Mr.  ADAMS  remarked  that  he  made  the  inqui- 
ry because  the  rules  of  the  House  required  that  it 
should  be  reported  within  the  first  thirty  days  of  the 
session. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  replied  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  bad  mistaken  the  provi- 
ston  of  the  role  te  which  he  referred.  That  rule 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  report  the  general  appropriation  bills — 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Go- 
vernment; fjrthe  army;  for  the  navy;  and  for  the 
Indian  Department  and  Indian  annuities,  within 
iWrty  days  after  their  appointment,  at*4  not  within 


thirty  days  from  the  commencement  of  the  session. 
He  would  inform  the  honorable  gentleman  that  the 
bill  would  be  reported  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  the  rule  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CHINN  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  an 
early  day,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  revive  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  autho- 
rize the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  en- 
ter the  back  lands;" 

Also,  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  unite  the  South 
Eastern  land  district,  and  that  of  the  Greensburgh 
district,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

Messrs.  DOE,  CHINN,  SMITH  of  Indiana, 
RARIDEN  and  GRINNELL,  on  leave,  severally 
presented  petitions;  which  were  appropriately  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi,  in  pursuance 
of  notice  heretofore  given,  introdnced  "a  bill  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time,  an 
act  approved  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1837,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
to  adjust  the  claims  to  reservations  of  land  under 
the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1830,  with  the 
Choctaw  Indians;"  and  also  an  act  approved  on  the 
22ddayof  February,  1838,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  appc  intment 
of  commissioners  to  adjust  the  claims  to  reserva- 
tions of  lands  under  the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1830  wiih  the  Choctaw  Indians;'"  which  bill  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  befrinted. 
CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  gave  notice  that  he 
would  offer  the  following  amendment  to  the  Army 
Bill  when  it  should  come  up. for  consideration: 

"See.  —  And  that  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
thousand  dollais  be  appropriated  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Cumberland  Road  through  the  States 
of  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  Illinois,  to  be  disbursed 
equally  among  said  States,  and  to  be  subjected  to 
all  the  restrictions  and  limitations  of  former  appro- 
priations." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  the  amendment  was  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LEONARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings,,  to  whom  bad  been  referred  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House,  directing  an  inquiry  as  to  the 
cause  of  the 

PALLING  OP  THE  CHANDELIER, 
made  a  report  thereon. 

The  report  was  read,  and  after  exculpating  the 
contractor  from  all  blame,  concludes  as  follows: 

"Upon  inquiry,  the  Committee  find  that  no  mo- 
ney has  been  paid  by  the  Clerk  to  $he  constructors. 
The  remaining  materials  of  the  chandelier  are 
valued  at  $400,  which  Messrs.  Hooper  and  Co. 
are  willing  to  take  back.  In  view  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  committee  have  come  to  the  con- 
elusion  to  recommend  to  the  House  a  strict  com- 
pliance with  the  contract  before  referred  to,  by  di- 
recting the  Clerk  to  pay  over  to  Messrs.  Hooper 
and  Co.  *uch  balance  as  may  be  coming  to  them, 
after  deducting  the  $400  aforesaid.  All  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitted." 

The  report  was  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

LUNATICS   IN  THE  DISTRICT  OP   CO- 
LUMBIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  L.  Williams  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
bill  reported  by  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Colombia,  on  the  22d  of  December,  as  fellows: 
A  BILL  making  temporary  provision  for  lunatics 
in  the  District  of  Columba. 

Be  it  enacted  by  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives cf  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  marshal  for  the  District  ot  Co- 
lombia be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  send  to 
the  lunatic  asylum,  in  Baltimore,  alt  such  lunatic 
persons  as  are  now  confined  in  the  jails  of  Wash- 
ington and  Alexandria  counties,  and  all  such  as 
may  hereafter  be  considered  as  lunatics,  by  order 
of  the  circuit  or  criminal  court?;  and  that  be  pay 
the  expenses  of  their  removal,  and  of  their  main- 
tenance in  said  asylum,  and  be  allowed  for  the 
same  in  the  rettlcment  of  hta  accounts  at  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  CUSHING  did  not  understand  why  the 
Corporation  of  Washington  could  not  take  care  of 
their  own  poor.  If  the  lunatics  were  paupers, 
why  were  they  confined  in  the  common  jail?  There 
was  an  alms  house  in  the  city,  in  which  they  could 
be  confined. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  would  answer  the  question  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  The  reason 
why  the  corporate  authorities  did  not  place  these 
maniacs  among  the  paupers,  was  because  of  the 
imminent  peril  that  would  thereby  be  occasioned. 
There  were  now  twelve  lunatics  in  prison  with 
commen  criminals.  The  lunatic  atylum  in  Balti- 
more was  willing  to  receive  the  lunatics  at  moderate 
prices.  Common  sympathy,  said  Mr.  J.  called  for 
relief. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  he  hai  understood  that 
those  lunatics  were  without  the  common  necessa- 
ries of  life,  and  were  obliged  to  lie  upon  the  prison 
floor.  Mr.  C.  had  been  told  that  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  called  on  the  House  Tor  relief.  If  this 
bill  was  the  only  mode  of  affording  relief,  he  would 
perhaps  be  willing  to  stretch  a  point;  bnt  he  de- 
sired to  know  whose  fault  it  was  that  the  evil  ex- 
isted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  that  the  corporation  of 
this  city  gave  two  dollars  per  week  for  the  sup- 
port of  these  lunatics,  and  that  was  all  it  could  af- 
ford. But  in  the  restoration  of  their  health,  their 
minds  might  be  restored.  This  was  a  higher  mo- 
tive than  dollars  and  cents,  and  this  was  the  motife 
which  had  induced  the  committee  to  report  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  the  following: 

"  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  done- at  the  expense 
of  the  city  author ities." 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  this 
was  a  subject  which  should  be  left  to  the  autho- 
rities of  the  city.  The  people's  representatifes 
were  not  thereto  regulate  the  poor  houses  of  the 
District;  and  it  seemed  to  him  that,  if  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  were  carried  out,  all  the  poor  of 
surrounding  country  would  come  here  to  profit 
by  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  the  bill  was  not  intendei  for 
paupers,  but  for  lunatics.        • 

Mr.  HUBBARD  replied  that  there  could  be  no 
difference  between  them,  in  the  principle  of  ex- 
pense. •  . 

Mr.  JOHNSON  remarked  that  the  counties  took 
care  of  paupers,  and  the  States  of  lunatics.  Con- 
gress was  the  local  legislature  of  the  District,  and 
Mr.  J.  asked  whether  it  would  not  act  its  part. 
The  expenses  would  be  trifling  in  comparison  to 
the  comfort  which  would  be  bestowed.  He  trusted 
that  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  would  withdraw 
his  amendment.         a 

Mr.  REED,  after  some  remark',  in  which  he  ob- 
served, that  from  some  cause  or  other  the  g«*fj*t 
number  of  lunatics  were  assembled  in  this  jaty, 
said  he  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  be  agrees 
to  by  the  Houws.  As,  however,  the  subject  of  cM- 
rity  had  been  introduced,  he  begged  to  make  a  lew 
remarks.  Mr.  R.  then  in  a  very  earnest  ■■>■« 
adverted  to  the  fact  that  the  Marshal  of  t his  »» 
trict  had  an  annnal  salary  of  ten  thousand  ottuaw, 
while  the  perrons  in  the  jail  were  m  the  nw 
wretched  condition,  lying  upon  straw,  *nd^°JS 
to  many  other  privations.  He,  Mr.  R-  J*"®  f 
that,  before  the  cession  of  the  District,  the  tt«aw  w 
Maryland  allowed  fifteen  shilliogs  as  the  PnCV° 
board  for  each  individual.  He  trusted  W«fJ 
mittee  would  take  this  subject  under  c^,dfj*  ,°J 
and  *e  whether  they  could  not  ProVld^  ,7  ,],«!* 
much  better  living  and  accommodation  w*  •-  n 
criminals,  even  though  it  -honld  be  at  a  reouc- 
of  the  salary  of  the  Marshal,  who,  it  *PPe*£t; 
lived  two  miles  off,  and,  while  deriving  »  *ia. 
profit,  employed  ancther  person  to  Fc5f0'm.  vjr noW 
ties.  He  (Mr. R.)  was  in  favor  ot 'ti* iW n i ■ 
introduced;  for  the  wretched  accommodation  i  f 
jail  was  sufficient  to  make  a  man  a  J00*"*'  ameiid- 
he  was  previously  so  or  not.  He  nope  J  w 
ment  would  not  b*  adopted.  HUB* 

After  seme  brief  remarks  from  M<6sr*  ** 
BARD  and  VANDERP^EL,  moment  of 

The  question  was  tak:n  on  the  ameuu 
Mr.  HUBBARP,  and  if  was  i<\«w 


r 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 
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The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  then  moved  to  lay  ii  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  celled  for  toe  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— M  earn.  Jodson  Allen,  Atberton,  Banks, 
Bentty,  Beirne,  Boyd,  Borke,  Clifford,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Crabb,  Cross,  Dana,  John  Davis,  Doau,  Doig, 
Earl,  Eastman,  Griffin,  Hand,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hubbard,  Jameson,  Jos. 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Kille, 
Lue*s,McCallocb,  McKay,  Miller,  Sanfeel  W. 
Moms,  Newhard,  Paoriso,  Paynter,  Prentiss, 
Beyaokfe,  Ryall,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Thos.  Smitrv 
Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Taylor,  Jacob 
Thempson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Torney,  David  D. 
Wegener,  Watte/son,  Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
and  Henry  Williams— 55. 

NATS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Andrews,  Baker,  Barnard,  Boardman,  Bond, 
Brewster,  Briggs,  8ampson  H.  Botler,  William  O. 
Butkr,  Calhonn,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carroll, 
Carter,  Casey,  Chittenden,  Cashing,  Davee,  John 
W.  Davis,  G.  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dickerson, 
Delict,  Doe,  Ely,  Evans,  Evereit,  Fillmore,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraitb,  Garland,  Giddings, 
Goggin,  Goode,  Graham,  Granger,  Green,  Grinnel), 
John  Hastings,  Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hillen, 
Hoffman,  Hook,  Jackson,  James,  Chas.  Johnston, 
William  Cost  Johnson,  Keira,  Kempshall,  Lane, 
Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Lowell, 
McCarty,  F.  Mallory,  Marchand,  Marvin,  Mason, 
Monroe,  Morgan,  Calvary  Morn*,  Morrow,  Nay* 
lor,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Palen,  Parmenter,  Peck,  Pope, 
Bandall,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Reed,  Ridgway,  E. 
Rogers,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Shepard,  Slade,  John 
South,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Sweariogen, 
Philip  P.  Thomas,  Tillingbast,  Toland,  Triplett, 
Trumbull,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Warren, 
Weller,  John  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Winthrop,  and  Worthingtoa— 107. 
*  So  the  Hoase  refused  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Alter  an  emendation  of  the  bill,  by  limiting  its 
operation  to  lunatics  who  were  paupers,  it  was 
read  a  third  time;  and  the  question  being  on  its 


Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays.  • 

Some  debate  of  a  desultory  character  then  arose, 
in  relation  to  the  length  of  time  the  bill  was  to  be 
in  operation. , 

Mr.  COST  JOHNSON«explained  that  the  object 
of  the  bill  was  to  make  a  temporary  provision  only, 
and  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Committee  for 
the  District,  on  a  proper  occasion,  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  the  erection  of  a  building  in  this  city  for 
lunatics.  Mr.  J.  then  mo? ed  the  previous  que* 
ion,  which  was  seconded  by  the  House.  The 
main  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  then 
ordered;  and  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Meassrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Andrews,  Boardman,  Bond,  Briggs,  William 
0.  Botler,  Calhoun,  Carroll,  Carter,  Casey,  Chinn, 
Cashing,  Davee,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Delict,  Doe, 
Evans,  Everett,  Floyd,  Galbraitb,  Giddings,  Goode, 
Graham,  Graves,  Greco,  Urinnell,  Hill  of  Virginia, 
Hillen,  Hoffman,  Hunt,  James,  Charles  Johnston, 
William  Cost  Johnson,  Kempshall,  Lane,  Leet, 
Lincoln,  McCarty,  Marvin,  Mason,  Monroe, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Naylor,  Nis- 
bet, Osborne,  Palen,  Parmenter.  Pope,  Randall, 
Reedf  Ridgway,  Rogers,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  John 
Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Jjtanly,  Stuart,  Toland, 
Triplett,  Jonn  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams, 
Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher 
H.  Williams,  and  Winthrop— 72. 

NATS— Messrs.  Jodson  Allen,  Anderson,  Ather- 
toa,  Banks,  Baker,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Blackweli,  Boyd, 
Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown, 
Burke,  Chittenden,  Clifford,  Connor,  Crabb,  Crary, 
Cross,  Dana,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dick- 
erson, Doan,  Doig,  Dnocan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Fill- 
more, Fine,  Garland,  Gosgin,  Griffin,  Hand, 
Hawcs,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Hill  of  North  Carolina, 
Hubbard,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Jackson,  Natha- 
niel Jones,  K«im,  Kemble,  Kille,  Lucas,  McOnl- 
loch,  McKay,  Marchand,  Medill,  Miller,  Mon- 
taaya,  Samuel  W.  Morrw,  Newhard,  Parri&h, 
Ptvnter,  Peck,  FbiUm,  &eyaolu*,  Jas .  gogtjft, 


Ryall,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Slade,  Albert 
Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather,  Steenrod, 
Strong,  Sweariogen,  Taylor,  Philip  F.  Thomas, 
Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Turney,  Un- 
derwood, Vanderpoel,  David  D.  Wegener,  Wick, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  and  Wor- 
thington— 82. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected, 

Mr.  FjLLMORE  moved  to  recommit  it  for  the 
purpose  of  incorporating  certain  amendments, 
limiting  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  two  year?,  etc. 

This  montion   was   entertained;  but    without 
taking  any  question  thereon,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  special  order  of  tbe  day,'  being  ihe 
PENNSYLVANIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION 

CASE, 
between  Messrs.  Natlor  and  Inosbsoll. 

Mr.lNGERSOLL  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the 
House,  and  concluded  bis  remarks  from  yesterday 
in  support  of  his  claim  to  the  seat  now  occupied 
by  Mr.  Natlor. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Note. — On  tbe  motion  to  reconsider  the  resolu- 
tion of  Mr.  Medill  on  yesterday,  Mr.  John  Has- 
tings voted  in  the  negative,  and  not  in  the  affirma* 
tive. 


IN  SENATE, 
Thursdat,  January  7,  1841. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  ^transmitting  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  a  list 
of  the  soldiers  engaged  in  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  who  are  entitled  to  bounty  land;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  Postmaster  General,  with 
a  list  of  tbe  number  and  compensation  of  the  clerks 
engaged  in  his  Department;  which  was  laid  on  tbe 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, transmitting  a  statement  furnished  by  the  bank- 
ing incorporations  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
showing  their  condition  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1841;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Also, a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  4th  in*!,  relative  to  the  settlement  of  the  Mis* 
sissippi  land  claims;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  memorial  of  the  heirs 
and  legal  representatives  of  Major  General  Dupor- 
tai),  of  Brigadier  General  Armand  and  Capt.  De 
La  Colombe,  praying  bounty  land  for  Revolutiona- 
ry service?;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  KING  presented  .  the  memorial  of  Jesse 
Carpenter;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NICHOLAS, *the  petition 
and  papers  of  the  West  Feliciana  Railroad  Com- 
pany, now  on  file,  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Pamela  Allen,  reported  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  which  was  referred  tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief 
of  John  McCload,  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Crapin; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS*  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  House  bill 
making  provision  for  navy  pensions,  and  in  rela- 
tion to  half  pay,  reported  tbe  same  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  tbe  memorials  of  citizens  of 
Michigan,  praying  for  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on 
fish  brought  from  Canada,  asked  that  the  commit- 
»tee  might  be  discharged  from  their  further  conside- 
ration, and  that  the  memorialists  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  papers.  Mr.  K.  stated  as  a  reason 
for  tbi*  motion,  that  tbe  Senate  had  no  power  by 


the  Constitution  to  enact  a  bill  imposing  duties. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.   HUBBARD,    from   the   Committee    on 

Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Luke 
Bonney,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  H.  the  petition  of  Theodore 
Brigbtwell  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  had  been  referred  memorials  for  the  ex- 
tension of  time  to  the  deposite  banks  of  Natchez 
for  payment  of  money  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  reported  a  joint  resolution  autho- 
rizing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  extend  fur- 
ther indulgence  to  certain  of  the  late  deposite  banks; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Bar.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  a  bill  to  authorize  the  payment 
of  equitable  commissions  to  the  agents  or  attorneys 
of  persons  in  whose  favor  awards  have  been  made 
under  three  several  treaties  between  the  United 
States  and  certain  foreign  powers,  which  awards 
have  been  retained  in  tbe  Treasury  in  payment  of 
debts  due  to  the  United  States,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mary  Snow, 
reported  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  P.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  tbe  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Jacob  Park  and  the  heirs  of  Abraham 
White;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Besolvid,  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  at  as  early 
a  period  as  practicable,  in  a  detailed  and  tabular 
form,  all  the  information  in  the  power  of  bis  De- 
partment in  answer  to  the  following  quettions: 

1.  What  amount  has  the  Federal  Government 
lost,  from  its  organization  to  this  .time,  by  the  em- 
ployment of  banks,  by  the  use  of  bank  paper,  or 
by  its  connections  in  any  wi3e  with  banks,  includ- 
ing the  depreciation  of  bank  paper. 

2.  What  amount  the  people  of  the  United  Stales 
have  lost,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  this  time,  by  the  failure  and  the  p uspension 
of  banks,  and  by  the  depreciation  of  bank  paper, 
by  the  loss  and  destruction  of  bank  notes,  and  by 
the  existence  of  banks  and  the  use  of  bank  paper 
generally, 

3.  What  have  the  people  and  Government  of  the 
United  States  paid,  directly  and  indirectly,  to  the 
aggregate  banks  of  the  United  States,  for  tbe  use 
of  those  institutions  annually  for  the  last  ten  year?. 

4.  What  proportion  of  the  stock  of  the  several 
banks  of  the  United  States  is  at  this  time  owned  by 
foreigners. 

BILLS  PASSED. 
Tbe  joint  resolution  to  present  to  universities  and 
incorporate  college*,  copies  of  the  Catalogue  of  the 
Library  of  Congress. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  ef  Mary  Prettyman;  and 
The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Howard  Institute 
of  the  city  of  Washington;  were  severally  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez; 
The  bill  for  the  relief  or  Gad  Humphrey?,  of  the 
Territory  of  Florido; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Molachi  Hogan,  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida; 

were  severally  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  tbe  legal  representatives 
of  John  J.  Bo  low,  jr.  deceased,  being  taken  op- 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  would  ask  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  whether 
the  committee  were  in  favor  of  making  compensa- 
tion for  all  the  losses  of  individuals  occasioned.by 
the  war  in  Florida. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  that  qiestion  had  not  been 
presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee.  If  it 
should  be  presented  to  that  committee,  so  far  aa.be 
was  concerned,  he  was  decidedly  opposed  to  any 
each  principle. 
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Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  be  would  to-morrow  un- 
dertake to  show  that  the.  bills  which  had  jast  been 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  involved  that  principle, 
and,  if  it  passed,  would  be  the  means  of  taking 
millions  of  money  from  the  public  Treasury. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  would  with  pleasure  listen  to 
the  Senator's  views  on  the  subject  at  his  earliest 
convenience. 

Some  further  conversation  ensued  as  to  the 
principles  involved  in  these  bills,  in  which  Messrs, 
WRIGHTJHUBBARD,  and  KING,  participated; 
when,  by  equal  oonsenr,  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion was  informally  passed  over,  with  the  under- 
standing that  it  and  the  others  for  claims  in  Florida, 
would  be  discussed  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missoari,  ap- 
proved 9ih  July,  1832,  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  3  March,  1833;  and 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  patent  to  the 
heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Rivard, 
deceased;  were  severally  considered  as  in  commit* 
tee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE  EMPTION  LAW. 
The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  poblic 
land?,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  special  order  of 
the  day,  was  taken  up,  the  question  being  on  the 
substitute  therefor  submitted  by  Mr.  Prentiss. 

After  a  slight  modification  of  the  subs' itute  by 
Mr.  PRENTISS,  7 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  addressed  the  Senate  in 
favor  of  the  substitute,  and  in  opposition  to  va- 
rious propositions  of  the  bill,  and  was  followed  by 
Mr.  HUBBARD,  who  submitted  his  views  at 
length  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  in 
opposition  to  the  amendment. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  GRAHAM 
and  PRESTON,  whose  remarks  were  principally 
confined  to  the  relative  powers  of  the  General  and 
State  Governments  on  the  subject  of  naturalization 
and  citizenation. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  rose  with  the  purpose  of  sub- 
mitting his  view*  on  the  bill;  but  it  being  late  in 
the  afternoon,  he  yielded  to  a  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment; 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  January  7,  1841. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read, 

Mr.  LEET  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  with- 
draw the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Capt.  Richard 
Doilarear,  late  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  the 
accompanying  documents. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced,  as  the  special 
order,  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  relative  to  the 
CONTESTED  PENNSYLVANIA  ELECTION 

CASE 
between  Messrs.  Navlor  and  iNarasoLL. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  after  alludiog  to  the  indisposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Natlor,  moved  a  postponement  of  the 
case  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MONROE  objected,  on  the  ground  that  to- 
morrow was  the  day  for  the  consideration  of  pri- 
vate bills. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  had  no  objection  to  mo- 
dify his  motion  so  as  to  insert  Monday. 

After  some  debate  of  a  conversational  character, 
the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  subject  postponed  until  Monday 
next.  J 

LUNATICS   IN  THE   DISTRICT  OF  CO- 
LUMBIA. 
The  next  business  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fill- 
more  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  nuk- 
ing temporary  provisions  for  lunatics  in  the  Dis- 
trict had  been  rejected. 

After  some  brief  remarks  from  Mr.  TILLING- 
HAST, 

Mr.  MARVIN  moved  the  previous  question, 
"which  was  seconded. 

The  main  question  on  the  reconsideration  was 
then  ordered  to  be  put,  whereon 

Mr.  HUBBARD  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 


which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Al- 
leo,  Andrew*,  Barnard,  Boardman,  Bond,  Brews'er, 
Briggs,  Brockway,  Canr,  Carroll,  Carter,  Casey, 
Chinn,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cashing,  Dana,  Davee, 
Edward  Davies,  John  W.  Davis,  Garrett  Davis, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Dellet,  Doe,  Doig,  Edwards, 
Ely,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Fisher,  Galbraitb,  Gid- 
dings,  Uoggin,  Goode,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Green,  Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hoffman,  Hook, 
James,  Charles  Johnston,  William  Cost  Johnson, 
Kempshall,  King,  Lane,  Lett,  Lincoln,  Lowell, 
Francis  Maliory,  Marvin,  Mason,  Monroe, 
Morgan,  Morrow,  Naylor,  Osborne,  Paleo,  Par- 
menter,  Peck,  Randall,  Rariden,  Reed,  Rid g way, 
Edward  Rogers,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant, 
Slade,  John  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart, 
Taliaferro,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Waddy  Thomp- 
son, John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toand, 
Triplett,  Trumbull,  Warren,  Weller,  John  White, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Win- 
throp,  and  Wise— 05. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Banks,  Blackwell, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burke,  Clif- 
ford, Connor,  Crabb,  Crary,  John  Davis,  Dicker- 
son,  Doan,  Demean,  Earl,  Eastman,  Floyd,  Griffin, 
Hand,  John  Hastings,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hill  of 
North  Carolina,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Jameson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Keim,  Kille,  Lucas,  McCIellan, 
McKay,  Marchand,  Medill,  Miller,  Montanya, 
Montgomery,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Parrish,Paynter, 
Pickens,  Prentiss,  Reynolds,  Ryall,  Samuels, 
Shaw,  Shepard,  Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather, 
Steenrod,  Strong,  Sumter,  Swearingea,  Sweney, 
Taylor,  Jacob  Thompson,  Turney,  Vanderpoel, 
Watterson,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams, 
and  Worthington— 62. 
So  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 
Mr.  FILLMORE  then  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  which  was  agreed  to— ayes  95,  noes  not 
counted. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  going  at  that  time  into 
committee  on  the  bill. 
And  the  rules  being  suspended, 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  en  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Limcoln  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  offered  an  amendment  limiting 
the  operation  of  the  act  to  March  3,  1843,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  following  amendment  was  also  offered  and 
agreed  to: 

"They  being  paupers  of  the  said  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, their  support  being  legally  chargeable 
thereto." 

A  debate  then  followed,  relative  to  the  propriety 
of  defraying  the  expense  for  the  support  of  the  lu- 
natics out  ot  the  public  treasury,  in  which  Messrs. 
HAND,  WADDY  THOMPSON,  WM.  COST 
JOHNSON,  FILLMORE,  DAWSON,  BRIGGS, 
and  ALFORD,  participated.  The  debate  will  be 
noticed  hereafter. 

On  motion,  the  committee  then  rose  and  reported 
the  bill,  as  amended,  to  the  House. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time;  and  the  question  being  on  its 
passage,  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Judson  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Andrews,  Baker,  Barnard,  Board- 
man,  Bond,  Brewster,  Briges,  Brockway,  Sampson 
H.  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Calhoun,  William 
B .  Campbelll,  Carr,  Carroll,  Carter,  Casey,  Chit- 
tenden, Cranston,  Curtis,  Cashing,  Thomas  Dfvee, 
Edward  Davies,  John  W.  Davis,  Garrett  Davis, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Dellet,  Doe,  Doig,  Edwards, 
Ely,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Fine,  Fisher,'  Floyd, 
Galbraitb,  Goggin,  Goode,  Graham,  Granger, 
Graves,  Green,  Grinnell,  John  Hastings,  Henry, 
Hill  of  Virginia,  Hoffman,  Holmes,  Hook,  Hunt, 
James,  Charles  Johnston,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson, 
Kembie,  Kempshall,  King,  Lane,  Leet,  Lincoln, 
Lowell,  Meredith  Maliory,  Francis  Maliory, 
Marvin,  Mason,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Os- 
borne, Palen,  Parmehter,  Peck,  Pope,  Randall, 
Rariden,  Rayner,  Reed,  Ridgway,   Edward  Ro- 


gers, Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Slade,  John. 
Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Sumter, 
Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Waddjr 
Thompson,  Till  in*  hast,  Toland,  Triplett,  Tram- 
bull,  Underwood,  Warren,  Weller,  John  .White, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Win- 
throp,  and- Wise— 110. 

NAYS— Menus.  Atherton,  Banks,  Black,  Black- 
well,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  AibertG.  Brown,  Burke, 
Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  Crabb,  Crary,  Cross,  John 
Davis,  Doane,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Garland, 
Griffin,  Hand,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hill  of  North 
Carolina,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Jameson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Keim,  Kille,  Lewis,  Lucas,  McCIellan, 
McCulloch,  Medill,  Montanya,  Montgomery,  8. 
W.  Morris,  Parrish,  Parris,  Payntcr,  Prentiss, 
Reynolds,  James  Rogers,  Ryall,  Shaw,  Shepard, 
Steenrod,  Strong,  Swearcngen,  Taylor,  Jacob 
Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Turney,  Watter- 
son, Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams, 
and  John  T.  H.  Worthington.— 60. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
its  concurrence. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications: 

1.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnsy,  trans- 
mitting copies  of  statements  rendered  by  the  incor- 
porated banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  showing 
the  state  of  their  affairs  at  the  close  of  the  year 
1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

3.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting, 
for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House,  '245  co- 
pies of  the  Navy  Register  for  1841. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

3.  From  the  Postmaster  Generat,  transmitting  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  clerks  employed  in  the 
Post  Office  Department  during  the  year  1840,  with 
the  names  and  salaries,  in  obedience  to  the  act  of 
April  90, 1818. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

4.  From  the  Postmaster.  General,  transmitting, 
m  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  22d  ultimo,  a  statement  of  the  expenditures. of 
the  Post  Office* Department  for  regular  and  tempo- 
rary special  -agents,  with  their  names,  Ac  from 
the  first  day  of  July,  1839,  to  the  30th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Expenditures 
of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

5.  From  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales, 
transmitting  the  quarterly  accounts  of  the  Trea- 
surer for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
for  the  years  1837,  1838, 1839,  each  year  ending 
on  the  30th  of  June. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Expenditures 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

BILLS  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

The  following  Senate  bills  were  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  appropriately  referred,  viz: 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  claims  of 
the  State  of  Maine  for  the  services  of  her  militia; 

An  act  to  cod fiim  to  the  State  of  Indiana  the 
land  selected  by  her  for  that  portion  of  the  Wabash 
and  Erie  Canal  wbieh  lies  between  the  mouth  of 
the  Tippecanoe  river  and  Terra  Haute,  and  for 
other  purposes  t 

An  act  fer  the  relief  of  the  Plumb  Island  Bridge 
and  Turnpike  Company; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Clemens,  Bryan  and 
Company; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Moore; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Carter; 

An  act  in  addition  to  so  act  for  the  relief  of 
Walter  Loom  is  and  Abel  Gay. 

Mr.  CUSHING  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
that  the  House  might  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  reported  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  entitled,  "A  bill  to  provide  for  the  satis- 
faction of  claims  due  to  certain  American  citixeas 
for  spoliations  committed  on  their  commerce  prior 
to  the  31st  day  of  July,  1801." 

On  the  question  being  taken,  there  were— ayes 
55,  noes  73. 

So  the  roles  were  not  suspended.  . 
'   Mr.  UNDERWOOD  al&°  moved  a  suspension 
ofthe  rales  for  the  purpose0*  UtangupabiU,re 
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totted  last  seamen,  for  satisfying  the  claims  of  sol* 
tiers  who  served  daring  the  lest  vex,  to  bounty 
■ids;  bat  the  motion  wis  not  seconded  by  the 


The  SPEAKER  then  called  for 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CURTIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Com* 

Berce,  reported 

A  bt'l  to  authorize  and  proride  for  the  purchase 
•J  a  Jot  of  land  adjoining  the  Custom  House  in  the 
city  of  New  York;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  J.  Porter  Felt,  decased;  which  were  severally 
lead  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  WELLER,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
•rated  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Wo.  J. 
ftfllwell. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  A. 
Slaughter;  which  wis  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  from  the  same  committee,  re* 
ported  without  amendment  Senate  bill  No.  15,  en- 
titled MAn  act  to  relinquish  the  interest  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of 
A  lake  mit;"  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  committed., 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  without  amendment  Senate 
bill  No.  18,  entitled  faAn  act  to  establish  an  addi- 
tional land  district  in  the  State  of  Alabama;'* 

Abo,  without  amendment,  8en*te  bill  No.  1 1, 
ratified  "An  act  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of  Ala* 
bama  the  two  per  cent,  fund  reserved  by  the  act 
for  tier  admission  into  the  Union,  to  be  applied  to 
the  making  of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  said 
State;"  which  were  severally  read  a  first  and  se- 
cou-i  time,  and  committed. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  benefit  of  the  Northern 
Liberty  Fire  Company;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  committed. 

Mr.  DEBERRY,  from  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Anne 
F.  Perrine  and  her  children;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  committed.  . 

Mr.  W»  THOMPSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
HHitary  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the 
payment  of  the  S'ate  of  Maine  for  services  of  her 
militia;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
aad  committed. 

Mr.  MONROE,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  found  a  military  asylum  for  the  re- 
lief and  support  of  invalid  soldiers  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  read  a  first  and  se- 
cond time,  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLIFFORD,  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs  ware  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the'petition  of  Ann  E.  Bro- 
nough. 

Mr.  CARR,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolutiona- 
ry Pensions,  reported  the  following  bills: 

A  M 1  for  the  relief  of  Michael  Seas;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Ly brook; 
which  were  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  Heuse,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  C.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked4to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  Holli- 
day,  and  that  amid  petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on.  Revolutionary  Claim*.  And,  also,  that 
said  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Christopher  Lambert, 
and  that  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ANDREWS,  the  Committee 
en  Revolutionary  Pensions  were  discharged  from 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  petitions  of  Han- 
nah Waldo,  Abigail  Rives,  Juliet  Onron,  Thomas 
Half,  Margaret  Askins,  Peggy  Duncan,  C.  B. 
Chandler,  Abigail  Allen,  and  Joshua  Bill;  and  the 
petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 


Beriah  Wright;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  committed. 

Mr.  C*  also,  made  adverse  reports  on  the  peti- 
tions of  Jared  farossage, 

Mr.  PALEN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Colmos;  which 
read  a  first  and  second  time  and  committed. 

Mr.  PALEN  made  adverse  reports  on  the  peti- 
tions of  Richard  Cottriall,  Benjamin  Dales,  Peter 
Sky,  Josiah  Hunt,  James  ]L  Scorge,  and  Ruf us 
Henry. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  J.  W.  DAVIS, 

The  House  adjourned. 

Not*. — From  the  low  tone  in  which  Mr.  Run 
spoke  on  yesterday,  his  remarks  were  partially 
misconceived.  Mr.  R.  said  that  the  income  or  the 
emoluments  of  the  office  of  marshal  of  this 
District  was.  said  to  b$  ten  thousand  dollars, 
and  that  it  was  tad  the  persons  in  jatl  were  in  the 
most  wretched  condition;  and,  said  Mr.  R.  I  be- 
lieve it.  The  income  or  emoluments  of  office, 
said  Mr.  R.  arise  from  feep,  and  the  profit  of 
boarding  prisoners  for  about  |2  59  per  week. 

Mr.  R.  felt  bound,  as  an  act  of  humanity,  to 
mak$  provision  for  the  poor  lunatics  in  this  Dis- 
trict. They  assembled  here  from  all  parts,  of  the 
country,  and  the  District  was  not  able  to  support 
them.  He  wv,  therefore,  in  favor  of  supporting 
these  national  lunatics  from  the  national  treasury. 


IN  SENATE, 

Fetdiv,  January  8, 1641. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a 
report  from  the  Coram  isMoner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  showing  what  portions  of  the  public  land* 
have  been  subjected  to  entry  at  private  sale  for  five 
years,  and  less  than  ten  years;  fur  ten  years  and 
less  tbaa  fifteen;  for  fifteen  and  less  than  twenty; 
for  twenty  and  less  than  twenty-five;  for  twenty- 
five  and  less  than  thirty;  for  thirty  and  less  than 
thirty- five;  and  for  thirty-five  and  nowards,  desig- 
nating the  States,  Territories,  and  land  districts  in 
which  said  lands  are  situate,  and  what  quantity  of 
land  has  been  entered  after  it  had  been  subject  to 
entry  at  private  sale  thirty -five  years  and  upwards, 
and  within  what  years,  and  within  what  land  dis- 
tricts said  lacds  were  entered.  The  communica' 
lion  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart* 
men*,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Second  Auditor, 
of  the  expenditures  of  the  contingent  fund  of  that 
office;  w^ich  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

,  Also,  a  let'er  from  ihe  Governor  of  Iowa,,  trans- 
mitting memorials  of  ihe  Territorial  Conncil  for  va- 
rious objects;  which  were  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  the  petition  of  Jonas 
Johnston;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  en 
Pensions. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  memorial  of  inha- 
bitants of  the  District  of  Columbia,  prayin?  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  system  of  national  education  in 
said  District;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Sjmuel  McRrBEtTs,  elected  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Illinois  a  Senator  from  that  State  for  six 
years  from  the  4th  of  March  nex»;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  on  file. 

Mr. WALL  presented  the  memorial  of  Dr.  Solo- 
mon Andrews,  praying  that  a  padlock  invented 
and  patented  by  him  may  be  adopted  for  the  use  of 
the  Government  for  the  security  of  mail  bag?,  <fec. 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Pon  Roads. 

/Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Mai n<\  for  the  enactment  of  a  general 
bankrupt  law;  and 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
same  import  from  citizens  of  Kent  county,  Michi- 
gan. Tnese  memorials,  as  a  bill  has  been  reported 
on  the  subject,  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  purporting 
to  be  signed  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  merchants 
and  mercantile  firms  of  the  city  of  New  York,  re- 
||  monstrating  against  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law; 


which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  New  York,  remonstrating  aeainst  the  pas- 
sage of  any  bankrupt  law  that  did  not  include 
banks  in  its  provision*.  Mr.  C.  took  occasion  to 
say  that  his  own  opinions  on  this  subject  remained 
unchanged,  though  be  presented  the  memorial  with 
pleasure.  The  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Morgan;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionarv  Claims. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  the  petition  of  Da- 
niel W.  Coxe;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  also  gave  notice  that  he  would  ask  leave 
to-morrow  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Enoch  Baldwin. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Weston,  Mo.  asking  for  a  pre-emption  to 
the  site  of  their  village;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  STURGEON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pa- 
tents and  the  Patent  Office,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  making  certain  appropriations  for  the  Pa- 
tent Office,  reported  the  same,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  citizens  of  Cherokee  county,  Ala.  reported  a  bill 
explanatory  of  an  act  supplementary  to  an  act  en- 
titled, An  act  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers 
on  the  public  lands,  approved  June  2  J,  1838. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain railroad  companies  therein  named,  reported  the 
same,  with  amendment?. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  Mobile  and  New  Orleans  Railroad  Company; 
the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  Railroad  Com- 
pany; the  Grand  Gulf  Railroad  and  Banking  Com- 
pany; the  Norristown  and  Valley  Railroad  Compa- 
ny; and  the  New  Orleans  and  Carrollton  Railroad 
Company,  were  discharged  from  their  further  con- 
sideration, the  cases  being  provided  for  ia  the  fore- 
going bill. 

On  motion  bj  Mr.  WALL,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  Loyal  Hopkins,  now  oa  file,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.    HUBBARD,   from    the    Committee   on 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ezra 
8:.  John,  an  1  the  pe.it ion  of  Ann  F.  Perriue,  made  . 
advene  report*  iheieon. 

Mr.  H.  also,  rem  the  fame  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Folk,  made 
an  adverse  report  thereon,  on  the  ground  of  the  in- 
siiflic.ency  of  cv.Ccnce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WHITE,  the  report  was  laid 
on  the  table  to  give  an  opportunity  to  procure  the 
proper  evidence. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  to  which  was  roll  rred  the  memorial  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  oi  the 
legal  representatives  of  Henry  Eikfoid,  deceased; 
which  was  real,  and  ordered  to  a  *ecoad  reading. 

Mr.  W.  al*o,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  ©a  the  petition  of  Richard  B. 
Mason. 

OREGON  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  LINN,  in  purMi.mce  of  previous  notice, 
asked  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  to  au- 
thorize theadop  ion  cf  measures  for  the  occupation 
and  settlement  of  ths  Terriory  of  Oregon,  and  for 
extending  cerian  portions  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  over  the  Fame. 

Mr.  LINN  said  that  when  th:s  bill  was  up  at  the 
last  session  for  discussion,  boih  his  political  friends 
and  opponents  pressed  him  to  forbear  urging  it  dur- 
ing the  negotiations  with  the  British  Government 
f.>r  the  adjustment  of  another  question,  from  a 
fear  of  embarrassing  its  settlement.  This  was  not 
at  the  time  convincing  to  him,  but  it  was  sufficient 
for  him  that  it  was  the  advice  of  gentlemen  of  ex- 
perience, and  be  had  acted  in  ac  ordance  with  it. 
His  opinion  was  that  it  would  be  better  to  put  ihe 
whole  of  their  claims  on  Great  Britain  together, 
and  see  what  could  be  done  with  them;  but  be 
never  expected  that  they  would  be  amicably  ad- 


so 
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justed.  Tbe  history  of  the  British  Government 
afforded  him  satisfactory  evidence  on  this 
subject.  He  believed  that  every  one  there 
would  be  numbered  with  the  dead  before 
the  British  Government  would  amicably  set- 
tle a  question  of  this  nature.  If  his  memory 
served  him  correctly,  England,  pending  tbe  nego- 
tiations at  Ghent,  had  been  willing  to  purchase  that 
territory;  he  did  not  mean  to  say  there  was  any  for- 
mal offer  made,  but,  finding  that  no  sach  arrange- 
ment could  be  entered  into,  she  had,  step  by  step, 
made  progress  in  territorial  encroachment,  until  she 
presented  to  tbe  world  a  claim  of  great  importance 
where  she  had  not  even  the  shadow  of  right;  and 
such  would  be  the  case  at  every  point  of  the  con- 
test with  Great  Britain.  The  British  bad  extended 
their  possessions,  step  by  step,  from  the  extreme 
branch  of  Columbia  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean. 
By  a  letter  which  he  bad  recently  received,  he 
learned  that  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  was 
introducing  emigrants  from  Great  Britain  by 
Cape  Horn;  they  brought  shepherds  and 
placed  them  on  farms;  they  had  erected  British 
forts  on  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  had  pushed 
their  establishments  on  the  south  to  California, 
and  on  the  east  to  the  Rocky  mountains;  and  by  an 
act  of  Parliament,  a  portion  of  the  criminal  law  of 
Great  Britain  was  extended  up  to  the  very  confines 
of  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri.  Now,  if 
we  have  a  just  right  and  claim  to  that  property,  he 
was  not  the  man  to  say  it  should  be  abandoned  to 
any  power  on  earth.  He  was  prepared  and  wil- 
ling to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  whole  subject 
here  involved.  He  had  been  censured  by  many 
gentlemen  from  all  parts  of  the  Union  for  not  hav- 
ing pressed  this  question  before,  when  he  delayed 
it  because,  on  the  suggestion  of  others,  he  was  not 
willing  to  introduce  a  new  element  pending  the 
question  relative  to  the  Northeastern  boundary. 
He  would  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  body 
urther  on  this  occasion;  but  should  the  Senate  grant 
or  the  introduction  of  the  joint  resolution,  he 
would  embrace  the  opportunity  when  it  came  up 
for  consideration,  to  submit  his  views  more  in  de- 
tail. 

Leave  being  granted,  the  joint  resolution  was  in- 
troduced, read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  of  Ire,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Limn,  Walker,  Preston,  Pierce,  and 
Skviso. 

THE  PATENT  OFFICE. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  STURGEON,  the  bill  making 
certain  appropriations  for  the  Patent  Office  was 
taken  np  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole, 
The  bill  having  been  read, 
Mr.  CALHOUN  hoped  these  appropriations 
would  be  stopped.  This  Patent  Office  was  grow- 
ing up  into  a  new  department  of  tbe  Government 
—a  Home  Department.  We  had  made  an  appro- 
priation of  $90,000  for  the  erection  of  a  Patent  Of- 
fice, and  there  had  been  constructed  a  magnificent 
palace,  with  splendid  galleries,  at  an  expense  of 
some  hundreds  «f  thousands  of  dollars.  He  was 
utterly  opposed  to  this  creating  a  new  department 
in  this  Government,  and  more  especially  by  indirec- 
tion, as  in  tbe  present  instance,  where  those  who 
were  designed  by  law  to  be  merely  superintendents 
of  the  Patent  Office  were  assuming  a  superintend- 
ence over  tbe  entire  agriculture  and  mechanics  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  inquired  whether  the  #750  pro- 
posed to  be  appropriated  for  a  library  was  to  pur- 
chase books  for  the  officers  in  tbe  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  STURGEON  said  it  was  for  the  purchase  of 
scientific  books,  which  were  necessary  to  enable  the 
officers  to  carry  on  tbe  business  of  the  office. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  objected  to  an  appropriation  for 
the  purchase  of  books  to  enable  the  bead  of  that 
department  to  qualify  himself  for  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed. It  had  now  become  too  common  with  tbe 
heads  of  department  to  have  separate  and  valua- 
ble libraries,  and  it  was  time  it  should  be  stopped. 
He  moved  that  the  section  in  question  be  struck  out 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  explained  the  necessity  of  the 
appropriation;  it  was  to  enable  the  officer  to  learn 
whether  what  weie  offered  ts  new  ajid  useful  in- 


ventions were  really  new,  as  on  the  determination 
of  that  fact  would  rest  the  grant  of  a  patent. 
Books  were  published  periodically,  containing  de- 
scriptions of  all  new  patented  articles  here  and  in 
Europe,  and  it  was  of  the  greatest  importance  that 
tbe  officers  should  have  these  books  as  works  of 
reference. 

Mr.  PRESTON  also  defended  the  appropriation; 
but  suggested  a  variation  of  the  phraseology  of  the 
section  of  the  bill  to  obviate  mistake.  He  was  in* 
cliued  to  believe  if  the  object  was  to  purchase  ma* 
terials  to  enable  the  officer  to  form  a  correct  judg- 
ment on  the  articles  for  which  patents  were  desired, 
that  it  should  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  moved  as  an  amendment  the 
following  words  as  a  substitute  for  the  words  in  the 
section:  "for  the  purchase  of  such  ? cientific  books 
as  are  necessary  for  the  Patent  Office,  $750." 
Mr.  TAPPAN  thereupon  withdrew  his  motion. 
Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  strike  out  that  part 
of  tbe  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  collec- 
tion of  agricultural  statistics,  &c.    He  knew  not 
what  that  had  to  do  with  a  Patent  Office.    He  ob- 
jected to  this  gradual  and  almost  imperceptible 
growth  of  expenditures  by  indirect  means;  they 
bad  seen  enough  of  these  things;  and  he  moved 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  $1000  tor  that 
purpose,  and  he  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the 
question. 
The  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered. 
Mr.  STURGEON  said  by  striking  out  this  sec- 
tion, they  would  strike  out  the  vital  part  of  the  bill. 
The  service  which  this  sum  was  intended  to  re- 
munerate, had  already  been  rendered. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  no  officer  had  the  right  to 
go  beyond  the  appropriations,  and  he  hoped  the 
section  would  be  struck  out,  as  a  warning  to  offi- 
cers not  to  go  beyond  the  appropriations  in  future. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  the  design  of  the  Patent 
Office  was  for  tbe  preservation  of  the  patents  of  the 
country,  and  he  was  unwilling  that  the  power 
which  had  been  exercised  here  should  be  allowed 
thus  to  creep  upon  them,  and  to.  cover  other 
ground  than  that  originally  designed.  He  could 
not  approve  of  a  great  show  being  thus  prepared, 
by  indirection,  at  the  public  expense. 

At  ths  request  of  Mr.  STURGEON,  a  letter  was 
read  from  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  in  which 
he  urged  the  necessity  for  these  appropriations. 

Mr.  SEVIER  concurred  in  the  suggestions  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhou*,] 
that  this  should  be  put  a  stop  to;  but  as  they  had 
got  the  articles,  he  thought  they  should  be  paid  for 
and  they  could  prevent  its  recurrence  in  future. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  to  guard  against  misappre- 
hension, explained  that  one  item  of  expenditure 
was  for  the  publication  of  a  digest  of  the  patents; 
and  the'  books  to  which  allusion  was  made,  weie 
periodicals  on  the  subject  of  inventions  which  were 
necessary  to  the  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
the  Patent  Office.  The  expenditures  for  agricultu- 
ral statistics  be  would  not  continue,  though  he 
had  no  doubt  of  their  constitutional  righ  to  do  so. 
They  had  a  constitutional  right,  he  had  no  doubt, 
to  expend  money  in  procuring  information  on  the 
sub j id  of  agriculture;  the  prodocb  of  agriculture 
were  articles  that  were  interchanged  between  the 
various  parts  of  ihe  Union,and  consequently  it  must 
be  as  important  a  part  of  their  duty  to  inform  them- 
selves by  agricultural  statistics,  as  it  was  to  acq  aint 
ih»mselves  respecting  cotton  planting,  sugar  mak- 
ing, and  all  other  articles  of  commerce  in  tbe  coun- 
try. But  it  did  not  seem  to  him  that  this  had  any 
relation  to  the  Patent  Office,  and  ih?y  had  no  right 
to  make  any  appropriations  for  dutiej  which  were 
not  prescribed  by  law. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  differed  from  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  in  toto  respecting  their  constitu- 
tional right  to  make  these  appropriations.  And  as 
to  some  of  these  appropriations,  he  considered  they 
were  an  imposition  and  an  insult  on  the  Senate. 
They  had  been  told  that  this  Patent  Office  was  to 
be  a  Patent  Office,  and  that  it  would  cost  but 
$90,000,  and  under  this  consideration  he  bad  given 
a  relucUni  vole  for  if;  and  from  that  period,  it  had 
gone  on  in  utter  contempt  of  Congress  until  the  ex- 
penditures had  amounted  to  nearly  half  a  million 
of  dollars.  Engineers  and  architects  came  there 
with  estimates  of  public  buildings,  and  tycQ  the 


actual  expenditures  exceeded  the 
two,  three,  and  often  four  times.  They  wan 
treated  like  children  by  these  architects  and  en- 
gineers, and  he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  dismiss  any  offioer  who 

dared  to  do  this.  

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  STURGEON, 
KING,  and  WEBSTER, 

Mr.  RUGGLE8  explained  that  the  original  es- 
mates  were  framed  on  plans  for  the  constractioa  of 
a  brick  edifice,  but  the  other  branch  of  Coogiess 
bad  amended  the  bill  when  it  was  before  them,  for 
the  cons  ruction  of  a  stone  edifice,  giving  the  Ex- 
ecutive department  authority  to  cause  the  construc- 
tion of  a  building  that  should  correspond  with  the 
other  public  offices. 

Mr.  STURGEON  asked  thai  the  bill  uuputee 
passed  over,  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  procure  in- 
formation on  some  of  the  points  objected  to  by  Se- 
nators. 

The  bill  was  then  informally  passed  over. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  petition 
and  papers  of  Daniel  Piatt,  now  on  file,  were  refer- 
red to  tbe  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr,  WALL,  the  bill  for  (be  pu- 
nishment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States  and  for  other  purposes,  was  considered  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  mak- 
ing temporary  provision  for  Id natics  in  tbe  District 
of  Columbia,  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  from  the  House  authorizing  the  enrol- 
ment or  register  of  the  schooner  Amistad,  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  Che  Committee  on  Commerce. 
BILLS  PAS3ED. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri,  ap- 
proved 9 ih  July,  1832,  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  2d  March,  1833;  and 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  ofa  patent  to  the 
heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Rivard, 
deceased; 
were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gad  Humphreys,  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Malachi  Hagan,  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  J. 
Bulow; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Williams;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Weademan; 
were, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  postponed  to, 
and  mad*  the  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday 
next. 

PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  oh  tbe  public 
lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, and 
raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  special  order  of 
the  day,  was  taken  up,  the  question  being  on  the 
substitute  therefor  submitted  by  Mr.  Prjentiss. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  submitted  his  views  at  length 
in  opposition  to  the  substitute,  and  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said,  as  there  were  several  Se- 
nators, himself  among  the  number,  who  wished  to 
submit  their  views  in  relation  to  this  bill,  he  would 
ask  its  friends  to  postpone  the  farther  discussion  of 
it  until  Monday  next;  which  being  agreed  to,  the 
bill  was  informally  passed  over. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  he  was  in  favor  of  a 
preemption  law,  but  it  must  be  on  certain  terms 
and  conditions;  and,  to  show  what  those  terms  and 
conditions  were,  be  would  submit  the  following 
proposition,  which  he  would  offer  when  the  bill  was 
again  taken  up,  and  which  he  asked  might  be  or* 
deied  to  be  printed. 

Resok*d,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  Che 
committee  that  reported  it,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port amendments  thereto,  to -the  following  effect: 

1.  To  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  among  the  several  States  of  the  Union 
in  just  and  equitable  proportions. 

2.  To  grant  to  actual  bona  fide  settlers  upon  the 
1  public  lauds  the  ri^bi  °t  Ptt*»piic»  towjqpmr 
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tfty  thereof,  not  exceeding  one  famlf  section,  or  330 
acres,  including  the  place  of  settlement,  at  the 
minimum  price  of  f  1  25  per  acre;  with  such  pro- 
vvions  as  shall  limit  this  right  of  settlement  and 
pre-ettptien  to  actual  bona  fide  settlers  whose  es- 
tate, at  the  time  of  settlement,  shall  not  exceed  the 
raise  of  #1,000;  and,  forihermore,  with  snch  pro 
vision*  as  shall  effectually  exclude  the  wealthier 
speculators  from  all  benefit  under  this  law,  and 
shall  prevent  them  from  interfering  with,  or  parti- 
cipating in,  the  privilege  and  right  of  settlement 
and  pre-emption,  which  are  hereby  granted  and  in- 
tended for  the  sole  advantage  of  the  needy  and 
hones*  settlers  and  cultivators  of  the  soil. 

Mr.  LINN  then  gave  notice  that  he  should  move 
an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  for  the  purpose  of  appropriating 
the  proceeds  derived  from  the  sale  of  tbe  public 
lands,  to  increase.the  national  defences.  He  hoped 
both  his  amendment  and  that  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  would  be  voted  down;  but  he  would 
move  as  often  as  this  question  came  up,  to  apply  the 
money  to  the  protection  of  their  frontier,  both 
maratime  and  inland,  from  aggression  in  all  future 
time. 

Mr  BENTON  said  the  proposition  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  was  based  on  the  one  Which 
there  was  no  difficulty  in  comprehending.  But 
the  Senate  and  ihe  country,  from  the  first  of  the 
present  session,  had  been  told  of  the  existence  of  a 
national  debt  which  that  Senator  and  his  friends 
affirmed  did  exist,  but  which  he  (Mr.  Benton)  and 
his  friends  denied.  The  Senator  had  bis  thanks 
nevertheless,  for  coming  forward  with  this  proposi- 
tion so  openly:  it  was  an  intimation  of  the  policy 
of  the  new  Administration — of  their  intention  to 
add  to  the  national  expenditures,  to  restrict  the  in- 
come of  the  country,  and  then  to  have  recourse  to 
a  high  taxifiT.  He  deemed  this  the  opening  up  of 
the  whole  policy  of  the  new  Administration,  and 
he  was  not  willing  to  vote  on  it  now,  if  they  could 
decide  against  it  by  forty  to  one;  be  wished  that 
policy  to  be  laid  open  to  the  view  of  the  people  of 
tbe  United  Slates,  and  be  only  rose  now  to  thank 
the  gentleman  for  bis  declarations  of  jesterday 
and  to-day— of  yesterday,  in  favor  of  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  and.  to-day,  on  the  subject  of 
the  land  revenue,  by  which  three  or  four  millions 
woald  be  diverted  from  the  national  income,  and 
would  have  to  be  made  up  by  loans  and  taxes.  He 
(Mr.  B)  again  thanked  the  Senator— they  should 
now  have  a  fair  contest  and  no  "bush  whacking." 
They  (Mr.  Bbhtom  and  his  friends)  would  go  to  the 
contest  with  the  opposite  gentlemen ^and  they  should 
see  whether  a  national  debt  should  be  created,  but 
which  the  Senators  on  the  other  side  said  did  now 
exist,  which  he  (Mr.  Benton)  denied,  and  they 
should  see  whether  so  large  a  sum  should  be  with- 
drawn from  the  public  revenue.  He  once  more 
thanked  the  honorable  Senator,  and  promised  him 
that  he  would  be  met  in  the  coming  contest. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  had  intended  nothing  more 
on  this  occasion  than  to  give  gentlemen  no- 
tice that  snch  a  motion  would  be  made,  and 
he  had  not  supposed  that  it  would  now  be 
debated.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri was  perfectly  welcome  to  all  he  could 
derive  from  it  He  (Mr.  Chittenden)  had 
always  looked  upon  himself  as  loo  humble  an  indi- 
vidual to  have  any  great  importance  attached  to 
any  movement  of  his,  and  perhaps  for  that  reason 
he  had  always  been  prompt  and  ready — perhaps 
too  prompt,  on  somy occasions — to  express  his  opi- 
nions, whatever  they  might  be.  They  were  al- 
ways such  as  he  believed  to  be  right,  and  therefore 
he  was  always  ready  to  maintain  them,  in  any 
contest.  Tne  proposition  which  he  had  just 
offered,  was  a  plain  proposition;  he  had  no 
secret  on  this  subject;  what  he  was  for  he 
was  for  always,  and  was  always  ready  to  pro- 
claim- He  bad  received  the  thanks  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  but  he  feared  he  was  reaping  a  re- 
ward far  beyond  his  merits.  Tbe  question  of  a 
distribution  i  f  the  public  laods  among  the  States 
was  no  new  question;  it  had  once  received  the 
sanction  of  both  branches  of  Congress,  and  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  defeat  of  that 
hill  were  notorious;  but  the  States  continued  to 
sttng  to  that  measure.    Toe  Legislature  of  his  own 


State  had  given  him  instructions  on  that  question; 
and  be  bad  no  doubt  if  his  opinions  on  that  sub- 
ject were  less  firm,  he  should  consider  those  in- 
structions  imperative.  But  he  would  not  now  de- 
bate the  question;  he  would  content  himself  with 
simply  giving  notice  to  gentlemen  of  his  proposi- 
tion, and  the  debate  could  follow  when  the  proposi- 
tion came  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  BENTON  repealed  the  expression  of  his 
thanks,  if  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  would  ac- 
cept them,  for  the  notice  be  had  given  them.  Yet, 
for  one,  he  (Mr.  Benton)  wanted  no  notice  to  be 
prepared  to  meet  such  a  proposition.  Thegentlemen 
opposite  had  intimated  their  intention  to  detect  and 
expose  to  the  country,  after  the  4th  of  March  next, 
a  debt  of  tuenty-seven  and  a  half  million  of  dol- 
lars, and  they  had  been  calling  upon  the  support- 
ers of  tbe  present  Administration  to  tax  French 
wine  and  silks— they  had  heard  too  often  here  these 
propositions  for  the  purpose  of  making  upadefiti'nt 
revenue — it  was  a  proposition  to  disturb  the  course 
of  business  and  commerce,  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue  which 
could  not  endure  a  moment's  delay.  It  was 
to  no  purpose  that  the  estimates  were  confined 
within  the  appropriations  for  the  year;  the  gentle- 
men still  said  they  must  have  taxes  to  create  an 
income,  and  if  they  were  not  gratified,  the  present 
Administration  was  to  take  tbe  odium — should  he 
limit  himself  to  the  word  cdiurnl — to  the  odium 
of  having  rendered  it  necessary  to  call  an 
extra  session  of  Congresss  immediately.  And 
while  they  were  met  with  the  threatened  odium  of 
an  extra  session  of  Congress  to  supply  a  deficient 
revenue,  here  came  a  prop asi' ion  to  take  off 
three  and  half  millions  on  which  reliance  was 
placed  to  carry  on  the  Government.  He  agAin 
thanked  the  Senator  for  shewing  bis  hand  so 
openly,  and  for  the  intimation  that  tbe  new  Ad- 
ministration was  to  commence  at  once  the  crea- 
tion of  a  national  debt,  by  subtracting  from 
the  revenue,  with  the  re- establishment  of  that  state 
of  things  by  which  the  commerce  of  the  country 
was  loaded  down  by  taxation;  and  that  was  to  be 
followed  np  by  the  establishment  of  a  Bank,  to  ex- 
ercise an  influence  all  over  the  country.  He 
would  tell  that  honorable  Senator  that  a  new 
National  Bank  could  not  be  created  without  a  Na- 
tional Debt,  whose  stock  must  be  sold  to  make  the 
capital  for  the  Bank;  he  would  tell  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  he  could  not  move  an  inch  towards 
a  new  National  Bank  without  tbe  creation  of  a  Na- 
tional Debt.  He  hoped,  however,' that  his  friends 
would  put  off  measures  of  this  kind  to  that  called 
session  of  which  they  had  been  notified  on  »hu 
floor;  for  he  informed  gentlemen  if  they  diverted  the 
land  revenue,  and  went  beyond  thecurrent  income, 
they  would  have  to  come  together,  which  he  (Mr. 
Benton)  should  do  all  h?  could  to  prevent,  and 
he  should  do  that  by  doing  all  he  could  to  prevent 
the  expenditures  exceeding  the  estimates — by  pre- 
venting the  appropriations  going  beyond  the  current 
revenue.  Let  the  new  Administration  call  Con- 
gress together  to  make  good  the  deficiency  in  the 
revenue  occasioned  by  their  own  extravagant  ex- 
penditures, and  he  (Mr.  Bestow)  would  thank  them 
for  the  day  on  which  they  issued  their  proclama- 
tion. * 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  would  extend  h»s  claim  to 
the  gratitude  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  by  the 
further  avowal  that  he  should  be  in  favor  of  such 
an  additional  imposition  of  duties  a*  will  supply  an 
adequate  revenue  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  it  was  evident  this  de- 
bate would  take  a  wide  range,  and  would  bnng  the 
whole  subject  of  the  public  lands  before  tbe  Senate ; 
he  rose  to  give  notice  that  be  would  move,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  tbe  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  a  bill  to  cede  the  public  lands  within 
the  limits  of  tbe  new  States  on  certain  conditions 
therein  mentioned. 

[This  bill  will  be  found  in  another  column,  ap- 
pended to  the  report  made  by  Mr.  Nortell.] 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Chittenden 
was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  Executive  session, 
and,  after  half  an  hoar  spent  therein,  the  doors 
were  again  opened, 


NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDARY. 
Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of 
causing  to  be  procured  and  submitted  to  the  Senate, 
copies  of  the  debates  in  the  British  Parliament, 
prior  to  the  year  1820,  in  relation  to  the  North- 
eastern boundary  of  the  United  States,  and  copies 
of  land  titles  emanating  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment repugnant  in  the  calls  of  said  titles  to  the 
boundary  now  claimed  by  said  Government. 

Mr-  PRESTON  objected  to  the  adoption  of  the 
esolution,  as  presenting  us  in  the  aspect  of  regu- 
lating our  proceedings  by  British  legis  ation. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  would  suggest  whether  it 
might  not  be  possible  that  these  debates  made 
against  our  claim  to  the  territory  in  dispute,  and,  if 
so,  would  it  not,  instead  of  strengthening,  weaken 
the  position  we  at  present  occupied  in  relation  to 
the  matter? 

Mr.  WALKER  said,  the  resolution  was  one  of 
inquiry  only,  the  propriety  of  which  would  be  de- 
cided on  by  the  appropriate  committee.  If  that 
committee,  upon  mature  deliberation,  conceived 
the  inquiry  to  be  important,  it  would  be  made;  and 
in  submitting  this  resolution,  he  desired  only  to  call 
their  attention  to  the  subject.  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
had  read  one  of  these  debates  of  tbe  British  Parlia- 
ment, and  conceived  it  to  be  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance, and  that  it  ought  to  be  published  in  an  offi- 
cial form  for  the  information  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, of  the  people  of  the  British  provinces,of  thejpeo- 
ple  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  civilized  world. 
In  that  debate,  the  boundary  line,  a>  now  claimed 
by  Great  Britain,|was  distinctly  repudiated  by  both 
branches  of  the  British  Parliament,  and  by  both 
parties,  tbe  Opposition  and  the  Ministry,  in  a  de- 
bate, too,  cotemporaneous  with  the  treaty  of  1783. 
Mr.  W.  also  believe  that  land  titles  had  emanated 
from  the  British  Government,  directly  contradictory 
in  >he  calls  of  those  titles,  to  the  boundary  now 
claimed  by  England,  and  he  thought  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  sufficient  importance  to  claim  tha  attention 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  raid  he  agreed  with  the  Sena- 
tor  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Walker]  as  to  the  impor- 
tance of  these  d(  cuments  in  shedding  light  on  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  in 
relation  to  the  boundary  between  the  United 
S;ates  and  the  British  Provinces.  It  clear- 
ly established,  in  his  mind,  that  the  trea- 
ty portued  the  old  boundary,  as  established  by 
the  charter  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts,  and  that 
the  northwest  corner  of  Nova  Scotia  was  the  start- 
ing point.  There  was  also  an  important  admission 
made  by  the  then  Lird  Chancellor  to  the  attacks  of 
some  of  the  Opposition  me  nbers  of  Parliament. 
They  denounced  the  treaty  as  granting  a  large  ter- 
ritory to  this  country,  the  possession  of  which  was 
necessary  to  the  convenience  and  safely  of  their 
Canadian  provinces.  To  this  it  was  replied  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  that  there  was  noshing  of  grant  on 
either  side,  but  they  bad  taken  the  boundaries  as 
they  had  been  previously  established,  and  that  no 
treaty  could  hive  been  raadeupm  any  other  teim*. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  these  debates,  indeed, 
there  is  a  broad  admission  by  all  parties  of  what 
this  country  has  always  claimed  as  the  boundary 
.between  this  country  and  the  British  Provinces. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  as  this  resolution 
was  one  of  mere  inquiry,  it  might  appear  discour- 
teous towards  his  friend  from  Mississippi  [Mr. 
Walker.]  to  oppose  its  adoption,  and  he  &houid  do 
so  with  great  reluc'ance.  If  it  were  pressed,  he 
would,  therefore,  probably  vote  for  it,  although  it 
appeared  to  him  to  be  a  singular  duty  io  impose  on 
the  Commitle»  of  Foreign  Relations.  Unques- 
tionably  the  debate  in  the  British  Parliament,  to 
which  it  referred,  was  one  of  great  importance.  It 
proved  that  short'y  after  the  original  treaty  was 
concluded,  British  statesmen  of  all  parties  agreed 
that  the  line  designated  by  it  included  within  the 
limis  of  the  United  States  the  territory  now  in 
dispute  between  the  two  Governments.  But  why 
should  the  Senate  be  made  the  instrument  of  com- 
municating this  debate  to  the  public?  Sach  a 
co  irs*  was  unprecedented,  so  far  as  his  knowledge 
extended-    This  was  information  proper  for  ibe 
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public,  and  it  might  be  communicated,  like  all  Bach 
information,  through  the  agency  of  the  public 
press.  He.  thought  this  would  be  the  best  and 
most  appropriate  course ;  and  unless  his  impres- 
sions should  change,  he  would  act  upon  this  opi- 
nion, as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations*  should  the  resolution  be  adopted. 

He  was  glad  of  the  present  opportunity  of  say- 
ing a  few  words  on  another  branch  of  the  subject. 
It  had  been  expected  by  some  person*  that  the  re- 
port of  Messrs.  Mudge  and  Featherstonbaugh 
would  be  noticed  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations.  That  report  was  a  tissue  of  sophistry 
from  first  to  last,  which  might  be  easily  exposed; 
but  so  far  at  his  information  ex  fended,  it  had  never 
been  officially  recogni-ed  by  the  British  Govern. 
meat.  In  this  state  of  the  case  he  did  not  believe 
it  ought  to  be  made  the  subject  of  any  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  therefore 
he  had  never  called  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  it.  Besides,  it  was  well  understood  that  nego- 
tiations were  now  pending,  and  were  nearly  brought 
to  a  happy  conclusion,  for  referring  the  final  deci- 
sion of  this  question  to  commissioners  mutually 
chosen  by  the  two  Governments,  with  such  an  ulti- 
mate provision,  in  case  of  their  disagreement,  as 
must  settle  the  question.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  thought  it  would  be  improper  for  the 
Senate  to  interfere. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  adop- 
tion of  tnis  resolution.  What  was  its  object?  To 
procure  testimony  'in  support  of  our  claim  to  the 
territory  embraced  by  me  limits  of  Maine.  He 
was  opposed  to  this.  So  long  as  we  debated,  so 
long  as  we  gave  opportunity  for  cavil  on  this  sub- 
ject, so  long  would  Great  Britain  protract  its  settle- 
ment. There  is  a  point  at  which  this  matter  must 
stop;  where  we  must  put  our  foot,  and  say,  this  ad- 
mits of  no  further  discussion.  The  British  Go* 
vernment  have  just  as  much  right  10  lay  claim  to 
the  District  of  Columbia  as  any  spot  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Suppose  that  Government 
should  lay  claim  to  this  territory  upon  which  we 
are  now  holding  our  deliberations,  and  we  should 
undertake  to  argue  the  matter,  and  to  hunt  up  do- 
cumentary testimony  to  establish  our  claim,  and 
we  should  pursue  this  course  for  a  series  of  years, 
why,  we  should  soon  be  as  much  at  sea  as  we  are 
at  present  in  regard  to  the  Northeastern  boundary 
line.  The  great  fault  in  this  matter  was  in  per- 
mitting it  10  be  a  subject  of  controversy.  We 
should  have  phced  our.-dves  on  the  lioe,. as  called 
for  by  the  treaty  of  1763,  an. I  we  should  ba*-e  said 
to  Gi  eat  Britain,  yon  cannot  be  «C'rious  or  honest  in 
attempting  to  make  it  a  s-ubj  ct  of  discus  i  n. 
Moot  this  question  of  title,  and  go  in  queU 
of  evidence  to  support  it,  and  you  postpone  its  set- 
tlement inlennitely.  So  long  as  you  keep  the  ques- 
tion open,  Great  Bsiiain  will  use  the  argument  that 
she  is  nearer  to  this  territory  than  we  are;  at  least 
her  effective  power,  which  she  is  cocs'amly  in- 
creasing, is  nearer.  Mr.  A.  said  he  considered  this 
question  as  settled,  so  far  as  this  bo  ly  was  con- 
cerned. It  was  set  led  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Senate,  who,  though  rent  by  the  diversities  of  piliii- 
cal  feeling,  excited  by  a  contest  which  had  raped 
through  the  course  of  twelve  years,  yet  on  this 
subject  they  had  gone  shoulder  to  shoulder, 
and,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  had  raid  this  question, 
so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  i?  settled  and  deter- 
mined; and  there  he  «'*s  disponed  to  leave  it.  Mr. 
A.  said  there  were  troubles  ahead.  It  was  evident, 
from  the  conduct  of  her  Minister  on  a  recent  occa- 
sion, that  Great  Brition,  so  far  from  a  wish  to  have 
this  affair  promptly  and  amicably  settled,  was  en- 
deavoring to  get  up  other  questions  of  embroil- 
ment. He  hoped  the  Senate  would  not  again 
open  this  subject  of  the  Northeastern  boundary.  We 
bad  already  decided,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  that 
our  claim  was  right,  and  we  will,  if  necessary,  sup- 
port it 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  the  motion  was  to 
adopt  a  resolution  to  print  certain  debates  of  the 
Biitish  Parliament  in  relation  to  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  Sta'es  and  the  British  provinces.  What 
was  the  present  condition  of  the  boundary  question? 
It  is  the  subject  of  negotiation.  The  diplomats  are 
now  acting  on  it  and  acting  on  it,  as  he  was  in- 
formed, in  a  spirit  worthy  of  the  enlightened  Go- 


vernments interested  in  the  question,  and  the  libe- 
ral and  benevolent  spirit  of  the  age  in  which  we 
live.  Why  then  should  we  interfere?  If  the  di- 
plomats want  these  papers  to  enl  ghten  them  on 
the  subject  of  their  deliberations,  they  undoubted- 
ly can  have  access  to  ihem  in  the  libraries  of  this 
country  or  of  Europe.  He  would  say,  without  in- 
tending to  ca&t  reflections  any  where,  that  since 
1815,  the  Executive  action  of  ihe  Government  on 
this  question  had  been  much  impaired  by  ex- 
traneous action.  He  referred  to  the  report 
recently  made  by  Messrs.  Mudge  and  Feather- 
stonhaugh  as  not  having  been  adopted  by  the 
British  Government;  and  *ai  1  that  it  had  been  ably 
answered  by  a  gentleman  of  this  country,  (Mr. 
Gallatin,)  whore  information  on  this  subject  was 
unsurpassed,  if  equalled,  by  any  one  on  this  conti- 
nent. Mr.  C.  referred  to  the  recent  cortefpondence 
between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  British  Mi- 
nister, in  reference  to  McLeod,  and  said  that  the 
language  used  by  Mr.  Fox  was  such  as  should  not 
have  been  used  without  instructions  from  his  Go- 
vernment. He  understood  that  tfee  whole  corre- 
spondence on  the  part  of  that  Minister  was 
without  instructions,  and  he  was  not  going 
to  pat  himself  in  a  passion  on  account  of 
language  used  by  a  Minister  under  such  circum- 
stances. The  affair  of  the  Caroline  was  one  of 
much  delicacy;  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
the  order  by  the  British  authorities  to  capture  the 
vessel  was  not  intended  to  be  limited  to  the  waters 
over  which  thry  had  jurisdiction,  which  might  have 
been  justifiable,  but  her  capture  and  detraction 
at  Fort  Schlosser,  on  our  own  shore,  was  another 
and  a  very  different  matter.  He  wfcherl  this  ques- 
tion to  reit  at  present  where  the  Constitution  had 
p'ac?d  it,  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive.  Should 
it  fail  to  be  settled  by  negotiation,  and  was  brought 
before  us  for  cur  action,  that  course  would  be 
pursued  wh'ch  was  dictated  alike  bv%  the  ho- 
nor and  interest  of  our  c  .untry.  And  if  col- 
lision should  unfortunately  ensue,  he  would  not 
be  hindmost  in  the  defence  of  American  rights,  who, 
beft  re  that  collision  comes,  is  the  moat  cool,  and 
the  most  open  to  reason.  He  concluded  by  ex- 
pressing his  opinion  that  the  idea  of  the  probability 
of  a  rupture  with  Great  Britain  was  entirely  un- 
founded. 

Mr.  WALKER  said,  whatever  opinions  others 
might  entertain  in  regard  to  this  boundary  contro- 
versy, there  wa*  one  in  which  he  bad  hoped  that 
all  would  concur;  and  that  was,  that  if  war  must 
come,  we  should  hav*  done  all  in  onr  power  to 
deinonstra'e,  both  to  friend*  and  ft  e?,  that  the  right 
of  the  rise  was  wj'h  u«,and  not  with  Great  Britain. 
Mr.  W.  said  that  before  any  conflict  ef-se,  h*  was 
in  favor  of  de aons'raiirg  those  right*;  not  by  bold 
assertion  or  declamation;  not  by  unmeaning  me- 
nace, in  ?dvance,  perhaps,  of  any  real  necessity; 
but  by  the  publication  of  imporiant documents,  in  an 
authentic  form,  containing  the  undeniable  proof  of 
the  justice  rf  al!  our  claims,  as  conceded  at  one 
time  by  cu»*  opponents.  Trrs  was  a  document  that 
ought  to  b*  known  to  every  citizen  of  the  Union, 
and  Mr.  W*  was  especially  desirous  that  it  should  . 
be  in  the  hands  of  all  his  constituents,  that  when 
lif  evei)  they  should  be  called  upon  to  expend  their 
blood  and  treasure  in  maintains  4  the  ju-t  claims  of 
a  sister  S.  ate,  they  might  know  that  those  claims 
had  been  ?ckcowled?ed  by  bath  parties  and  boih 
houses  of  the  British  ParfiArr.ent  in  1783.  Mr. 
W.  said  he  was  also  desirous  that  this  important 
debate  might  be  published  in  an  official  form,  in 
which  it  micht  reach  the  people  of  Canada;  for  he 
(Mr.  W.)  knew,  from  travelling  through  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada  last  summer,  that  the  authen- 
ticity of  this  debate  was  denied  there  throughout 
both  Provinces,  and  that  much  delusion  prevailed, 
which  might,  in  pait,  be  dissipated  by  this  publica- 
tion. As,  however,  it  was  now  la'e,  Mr.  W. 
would  move  for  the  present  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  laid  on  the  table. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Monday  next. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fa  dat,  January  8,  1841. 
Mr.  EVERETT  asked  the  general  consent  of 
e  House,  to  introduce  the  following  resolution: 


"  Be$olv*d,  That  ihe  Committee  on  Revolutiona- 
ry Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  continuing,  for  the  term  of  five  yean, 
the  pensions  allowed  under  the  "act  granting  half 
pay  and  persions  to  certain  widows,"  passed  Jury 
7,  1838. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  to  suspend  the  rales, 
and  thereon  called  for  the  yeas  and  neas. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  TA- 
LI A  FERO,  GALBRA1TH,  and  EVERETT, 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  resulted— 
yeas  99,  nays  53 — not  two-thirds— as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  J  W.  Allen,  Andrews, 
AthertoD,  Baker,  Beirne,  Blackwell,  Boardmaa, 
Bond,  Breckenridge,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Burke, 
Calhoun,  Carr,  Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clifford,  Cran- 
ston, Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Dana,  Thomas 
Davee,  Edward  Davies,  John  Davis,  Garrett  Davis, 
Dellet,  Earl,  Edwards,  Ely,  Evans,  Everett,  Fill- 
more, Fornance,  Oalbraith,  Gentry,  Ghddings, 
Goode,  Granger,  Hall,  Hand,  Henry,  Hill  of 
Va,  Hook,  James,  C.  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnson,  W. 
C.  Johrrfon,  Kempshall,  Lane,  Leonard,  Lincoln, 
Lowell,  McCulloch,  Marcband,  Marvin,  Mason, 
Monroe,  Morrow,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Parmenter, 
Paynter,  Peck,  Pope,  Prentiss,  Randall,  Rariden, 
Reed,  Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Russell, 
Ryall,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,:  Shaw,  Blade,  Albert 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Stanly,  S teen- 
rod,  Strong,  Stuart,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Triplet!, 
Trumbull,  David  D.  Wagener,  Weller,  John 
White,  JaredW.  Williams, Thomas  W.  Williams, 
Henry  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Chris'o- 
pher  H.  Williams,  and  Winthrop— 99. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Banks,  Black,  Boyd,  Aaron 
V.  Brown,  Albert  G  Brown,  Sampson  H.  Butler, 
Carroll,  Casey,  Coles,  Connor,  Crabb,  Cross, 
John  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dckerson,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Garland,  Green,  Griffin,  HabeiFham, 
Hawes,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  Jameson,  Cave  John- 
son, John  W.  Jones,  Kille,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Lucas,  McClellan,  McKay,  Francis  Maltary, 
Miller,  Montanya,  Montgomery,  Pickens.  Samu- 
els,' Shepard,  Sumter,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro, 
Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Turney,  Underwood,  VanderpoeJ, 
Warren,  Watterson,  and  Lewis  Williams— 53. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  POPE  gave  notice  that  he  would,  oa  to- 
morrow, or  on  some  subsequent  day,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  e&t«nd  the  provisions  of  an  act 
supplementary  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
surviving  offir«rs  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution, 
approved  the  7>h  day  of  June,  1832. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  wis  referred  Senate  bill,  No  23. 
entitled  "Au  act  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of 
township  eight  north,  range  thirty- two  west,  in  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  to  enter  a  section  of  land,  in 
lieu  of  the  yixteenth  section  in  said  township,  upon 
condition  that  th?  Fame  is  surrendered  to  the  United 
Siate?,  for  military  purposes,1*  made  a  report 
thereof,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not 
pass. 

Mr.  J.  W.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  upon  the 
petition  of  the  widow  of  Herbert  Lacroix,  de- 
ceased; which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CARR,  the  Committee  oa 
Revolutionary  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the 
farther  considetationof  the  petition  of  Joseph  Me- 
Millen. 

Mr.  C.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  Ihe 
petition  of  Mary  and  Elizabeth  OdeL';  which  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  M.  also  reported 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  E.  Wright; 
*  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isasc  Justice;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  EaUr,  accompanied 
by  a  report  in  each  case;  which  bilh  were  several- 
ly read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  von  the  state  of  the  Union. 
STEAMBOAT  DISASTERS. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Select  Commit- 
tee on  the  subject,  to  whom  bad  been  referred  the 
petition  of  John  Coates  and  others,  relating  to 
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t  disasters,  and  the  means  of  their  preven- 
tion; and  likewise  the  report  and  bills  submitted  at 
the  last  session  by  the  Select  Committee  to  whom 
the  petition,  of  Samuel  Raub,  jr.  relative  to  his  self- 
aotfng  safety  valves,  was  referred,  reported  that 
they  had  adopted  the  report,  and  the  bill*  submitted 
by  the  Select  Committee  daring  the  last  session,  as 
follow*: 

A  bill  to  provide  for  purchasing  the  patent  for 
Rtab*  self-acting  safety-valve;      ^ 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  PresidenT  of  the  United 
Antes  to  employ  persons  to  construct  apparatus 
with  a  view  to  extinguish  fires  on'  board  steam- 
boats, and  to  test  its  utility. 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide  for  the  better  security  of  ihe  lives  of  passen- 
gers on  boa-d  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in 
part  by  steam,"  approved  July  7,  1838,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

The  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution: 

Re-toed,  That  the  bills  herewith  presented  shall 
be  considered  on  the  -i— ,  and  made  the  special  or- 
der on  that  and  each  succeeding  day  until  disposed 
of. 

After  some  debate  of  a  desultory  character  the 
blank  was  filled  by  inserting  "25th  day  of  January 
instant;*9  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then 
adopted. 

THE  AMISTAP. 

Mr.  CURTIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  enrolment  or  register  of  the  schooner  Amfetad." 
It  was  read  twice;  when 

Mr.  CURTIS  explained  that  the  Amistad  was 
condemned,  and  afterwards  sold  by  the  Marshal, 
under  an  order  of  the  District  Court,  for  the  sal- 
vage. But  the  individual  who  purchased  the  ves- 
sel, after  becoming  in  possession  of  her,  discovered 
mat  she,  having  been  built  abroad,  could  not  be  en- 
rolled. An  act  of  Congress,  therefore,  became  ne- 
r;  and  he  (Mr.  C.)  hoped  the  bill  would  be 
forthwith,  as  she  was  now  waiting  to  go 
out.  

Mr.  PICKENS  objected  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill  aU  this  time.  A  case  in  relation  to  the  vessel  in 
question  was  now  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States;  and  be  hoped  the  bill  would  not 
be  pat  on  its  third  reading  until  the  decision  of  that 
Couort  should  have  been  made. 

Mr.  CURTIS  explained  that  the  passage  of  the 
bfll  could  in  no  way  affect  any  proceedings  of  the 
Superior  Court.  Toe  proceedings  in  the  sale  ef  the 
vessel  had  been  all  regular.  The  vesrel  was  con- 
demned and  ordered  to  be  sold  under  an  order  of 
the  District  Court,-  and  was  purchased  by  the  pre- 
sent owner.  He  (Mr.  C  )  hoped  that  no  objection 
would  be  made  to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  as  it  was 
nothing  more  than  an  act  of  justice  to  the  pur- 


Mr.  PICKENS  still  objecting, 

Mr.  CURTIS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  bill  on  its  third  read* 
ing;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
PRIVATEER  PENSION  FtfND. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  submitted  the  following, 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Rt$obxa\  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  House  what  amoutft 
of  money  was  received  by  the  United  States  under 
the  act  of  June  26,  1812,  and  the  act  of  February 
13,  1813,  providing  that  two  per  cent,  of  the  nett 
amount  of  prize  money  arising  from  captures  made 
by  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  be 
set  apart  as  a  pension  fund,  as  set  forth  in  said  acts. 
Also,t0  report  whether  the  same,  or  any  and  what  part 
thereof,  was  invested;  and  if  so,  in  what  stocks  or 
aaamiocs;  and  at  what  prices  the  said  investments, 
and  also  the  sales  thereof,  werrtnade.  And  also  to 
report  when  the  said  pension  fond  became  eihaust- 
eo\  and  how  much  of  the  same,  or  the  proceeds 
arising  therefrom,  was  paid  to  persons  other  than 
iboee  for  whose  use  the  said  fund  wa*  pledged  by 
the  said  acts,  and  under  and  by  virtue  of  subse- 
qweatscts. 

JUSTICES  OP  THE  SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  CRABB  submitted  the  following,  which  was 


Retolved,  Tnat  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  whe'ber  it  be 
legal  for  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  to  reside  out  of  the  limits  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  to  which  they  are  respectively  assigned; 
and,  if  it  be  legal,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prohibiting  by  statute  such  residence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WINTHROP,  it  was 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
the  same  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  arrears 
of  their  salaries  to  the  clerks  in  the  custom  boose 
at  B  jston,  which  has  been  already  made  in  bebalf 
of  the  clerks  in  the  custom-bo  ft ?es  at  New  York  and 
Philadelphia. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON,  submitted  ihe  fol- 
lowing: 

Ritolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  re- 
quested k>  communicate  to  this  House  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Naval  Courts  Martial  for  (he  trial  of 
Commander  Joseph  Smoot,  and  Lieutenants  Joseph 
Stallings  and  J  C.  Sharpe. 

Mr.  KBMBLE  proposed  to  add  the  following: 

Also,  all  copies  of  the  General  orders  in  the 
eases  of  Lieutenants  Sharpe  and  Stalling!;  exhibit- 
ing the  reasons  for  confirming  the  decision  of  the 
court  martial  in  the  one  case,  and  modifying  it  in 
the  other. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolu- 
tion as  modified  was  then  adopted. 
PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  submitted  the  following: 

Betohid,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instructed  to  communicate  to  this  Houre  the  whole 
amount  of  public  lands  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  designating  the  amount  in  each  State  and 
Territory;  the  amount  purchased  in  each  year,  and 
under  each  Administration;  the  amount  of  payment 
therefor;  the  amount  surveyed,  that  has  been  of- 
fered at  public  sale  and  not  sold;  the  amount  sold 
in  each'year  at  public  sale,  and  the  amount  sold  at 
private  sale;  the  amount  of  cash  received  in  each 
year  for  lands;  the  amount  of  land  given  to  each 
State  and  Territory,  for  all  and  every  purpose; 
with  the  amount  of  cash  paid  each  State  out  of  the 
sales  of  public  lands  within  her  Territory. 

Objection  being  made,  it  was  laid  over  one  day, 
under  the  rule. 

Petitions  were  presented,  on  leave,  by  Messrs. 
GRINNRLL,  W.  C  JOHNSON,  PARMRNTER, 
DOAN,  SAT.TONSrALL,  and  STRONG. 

[Mr.  Strokg  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  Seneca  county,  New  York,  praying  for  the  pas- 
sage of  a  gr neral  bankrupt  law;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STANLY,  the  bill  entitled 
" A  bill  to  pay  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States," 
.was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  J.  Roane,  a  clerk 
in  the  Patent  Office,  wis  then  taken  up,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  its  passage. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  WISE  and 
HOPKINS,  as  to  the  merits  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  HOPKINS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
wbieh  were  ordered,  and  were  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Boardman, 
Calhoun,  Carr,  Chinn,  Connor,  Craig,  Cranston, 
Crary,  Garland,  Francis  M*  I  lory,  Marchand,  Ma- 
son, Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Tnomas  Smith,  Talia- 
ferro, Christopher  H.  Williams,  and  Wise— 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Jndson  Alien* 
Andrews,  Afherton,  Banks,  Betrne,  Black,  Black- 
well,  Bond,  Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Brewster,  Briggs, 
Aaron  Y.  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burke,  Samp- 
son H.  Butler,  Wm.  0.  Butler,  Wm.  B.  Campbell, 
Carroll,  Casey,  Chittenden,  Clifford,  Cole.*,  Crabb, 
CrossCushing,  Dana,  Edward  Davies,  John  Davis, 
Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  De  berry,  Dellei,  Doan,  Doe, 
Dot?,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Edwards,  Evans, 
Everett,  FillmOre,  Fine,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Fornance, 
Galbraiib,  Gates,  Gidding*,  Goggin,  Goode,  Gras 
ham,  Granger,  Green,  Griffin,  Grinnell,  Haber- 
sham, Hall,,  Hand,  John  Hastings,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Hoffman,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Hunt, 
Jackson,  James,  Jameson,  Charles  Johnston,  Jo- 
seph Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, Kemble,  Kempsball,  Kille,  King,  Leonard, 
Lincoln,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McQlellan,  McColloch, 


McKay,  Marvin,  Medill,  Miller,  Montanya,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Morrow,  Newhard,  Ntsbct,  Os* 
born*.  Palen,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Rariden,  Ray- 
ner,  Edward  Rogers,  Jas.  Rogers,  Rcusell,  Ryall, 
8altonstaI),  Samuels,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Slade,  Albert 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Stanly,  Starkweather,  Steen- 
rod,  Sweney,  Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  ^Thomp- 
son, John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Trip- 
let, Trumbull,  Turney,  Underwood,  Warren,Wat- 
terson,  Weller,  Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Tho- 
mas W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Winthrop— 140. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Ticker  was  then 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  to  adjourn. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand* 
ed;  and  being  ordered,  w*  re  taken,  and  resulted  as 
follows:  Yeas  19— nays  116 

So  the  House  refused  to  adj  wo. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  (Mr.  Brioos  in  the  Chair,)  and 
after  some  lime  sp.-nt  therein,  reported 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Adams  and 
Company,  and  others;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Gcddard,  and 
other?;  the  former  without  amendment,  and  on  the 
latter  asking  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Saturday,  January  9,  1841. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  on  leave,  introduced  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  famish  to  this  House  a  statement  of 
the  quantity  of  the  public  lands  claimed  to  be  put- 
chased  by  pre-emption,  under  the  several  acts  of 
Coogress  granting  pre-emption  to  settlers  on  the 
public  lands,  distinguishing  those  under  the  act  of 
Congress  passed  the  32d  day  of  June,  1838,  enti- 
tled "an  act  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers 
on  the  public  lands,1' and  also  under  "the  act 
snpp'emental  to  the  act"  aforesaid,  passed  on  the 
l«t  day  of  June,  1840.  And  of  the  amount  of 
money  received  into  the  Treasury,  from  the  res- 
pective lands  offices  in  the  several  land  districts  in 
which  the  public  lands  are  situated.  And  that  he 
also  inform  the  House  what  number  of  patents 
to  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  who  have  duly 
and  legally  made  entries  of  the  same,  and  paid 
the  purchase  money  therefor,  are  suspended  by 
reason  of  the  operation  of  the  aforementioned 
acts,  aad  upon  what  cause,  and  for  what  time,  such 
patents  are  to  be  withheld,  and  whether,  in  any 
event,  the  United  Slates  are  made  liable  to  refund 
to  the  persons  who  are  permitted  to  make  such 
entnes,  the  purchase  money  paid  therefor. 

Mr.  GIDDING  asked  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

liesolved,  That  hereafter  the  daily  hour  of  meet- 
ing of  the  House  be  1 1  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Objection  being  made  the,  resolution  was  not  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  JONES,  from  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  en  tilled  " An  act  authoriz- 
ing the  issue  of  Treasury  notes*,"  Wiiich  was  read 
twice,  when, 

Mr.  STANLY  called  for  the  readirg  of  the 
bill. 

It  was  then  read  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Horn  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congrets 
assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
h  hereby  authorized  to  cause  Treasury  notes  to  be 
issued  for  such  sum  or  sum?,  a*  the  exigencies  of 
the  Government  may  require;  but  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  of  this  emission 
outstanding  at  any  one  time — to  be  reimbursed  in  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year,  if  Ihe  condition  of  the 
Treasury  will  permit  it — and  to  be  issued  under 
the  limitations  and  other  pro virions  contained  in 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  toning  of 
Treasury  notes,'*  approved  the  twelfth  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1837;  and  as  modified  by  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  additional  to  the  act  on  the  subject  of  Trea- 
sury notes,1'  approved  the  3Ut  day  of  March,  1840} 
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except  that  this  law  shall  expire  in  one  year  from 
and  after  its  pasage. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  a  Committee  ef 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and,  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  W.  0.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of 
Littlejobn  Wilkins,  John  Lynch,  William  P.  Ford, 
and  Alexander  H.  Patrick;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  limp,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
•of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  EDWARDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ran- 
dolph Carter;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  committed. 

Mr.  STANLY,  from  the  Committee  on  Erpen- 
dituus  on  the  Public  Buildings,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  which  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Expenditures 
on  the  Public  Buildings  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers. 

Resolved,  That  neither  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  nor  any  other  officer  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, shall  isbue  certificates  «r  due  bills,  or  other 
evidences  of  debt  or  contract,  without  authority  of 
law. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  up  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  offered  by  him  on  the  23d  De- 
cember last: 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  direc- 
ted to  report  to  this  House  the  names  of  all  the 
postmasters  throughout  the  Union  who  have  been 
removed  from  office  since  the  3d  day  of  March 
1899,  with  the  names  of  the  persons  appointed  in 
their  places;  underscoring  the  names  of  all  those 
removed  for  official  delinquency  or  misdemeanor, 
and  specifying  the  nature  thereof,  the  complaint 
upon  which  the  removal  was  made,  the  evidence 
in  support  of  such  complaint,  and  whether  the  offi- 
cer removed  was  made  acquainted  with  the  com- 
plaint, confronted  with  his  accuser,  or  allowed  to 
be  heard  in  his  defence. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  power  of  removing  officers 
is  vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

3.  Resolved,  That  this  power  was  conferred  to 
enable  him,  the  Executive;  "to  take  care  that  ihe 
laws  are  faithfully  executed,"  and  cannot  bs  exer- 
cised arbitrarily  or  capriciously,  without  an  abuse 
of  power,  tyrannical  in  its  operation,  corrupting  in  is 
tendency,  and  converting  a  remedy  for  unworihi- 
ness  and  misconduct  into  a  terrible  engine  of  Exe- 
cutive power. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  patronage  of  the  Executive 
department  has  increased  to  an  alarming  extent, 
and  ought  to  be  restricted  and  diminished  so  far  as 
is  compatible  with  a  safe  and  faithful  execution 
of  the  laws. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  right  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  to  examire  into  all  abuses  and 
usurpations  which  may  be  apprehended  to  exist  in 
any  of  the  Executive  departments,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  corrected  and  prevented,  if  possible, 
by  legislation;  and  in  flagrant  and  wanton  cases, 
exposed  and  punbhed. 

5  Resolved,  That  the  power  of  appointment  and 
of  removal  from  offire,  vested  in'the  Executive,  may 
be  greatly  abused;  and  its  exercise  ought,  there- 
fore, to  be  watched  and  strictly  guarded,  *o  as,  if 
possible,  "to  prevent  the  power  and  patronage,  of 
the  Executive  from  being  brought  into  conflict  with 
the  freedom  of  elections." 

6  Resolved,  That  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple have  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  causes  for  which 
any  Executive  officer  has  been  removed  or  dis- 
missed from  office  by  the  Executive. 

7.  Restlved,  That,  in  prosecuting  surh  inquiry, 
thegHouse  of  Representatives  has  a  right  to  call 
for,  and  have  furnished  to  it,  all  official  documents, 
papers,  and  letter?,  relating  to  the  removal  of  such 
officer,  which  may  be  on  file  amnng  ths  records  of 
anv  of  the  Executive  Department*. 

8.  Resolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  and  report 
a  bill  imposing  such  restrictions  upon  Executive 
patronage  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  foregoing 
resolutions,  and  compatible  with  the  Constitution 


of  the  United  States,  and  so  as  more  effectually  (e 
guard  against  abuse  and  corruption  in  ths  exercise 
of  the  power  of  removal  from,  and  appointment  to, 
office. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  after  some  brief  re- 
marks in  relation  to  the  short  time  now  remaining 
of  the  present  session,  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  contended  that  the  amendment 
was  incongruous  with  the  original  proposition.  He 
wished  to  know  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in- 
tended by  his  amendment,  to  crush  the  resolution. 
He  (Mr.  A.)  did  not  believe  the  amendment  was 
in  order. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  disavowed  any  intention  to 
crush  the  resolution  by  bis  amendment.  The 
amendment  was  intended  to  act  prospectively,  and 
to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  such  alleged  abusss  in 
fata  re. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  ADAMS, 
in  which  he  made  hi*  objection  a  p*  int  of  order, 
and  which  took  precedence  of  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table, 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  amendment 
was  in  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  from  that  decision. 

Mr.  BANKS,  believing  that  no  good  was  likely 
to  arise  from  discussion,  whether  the  amendment 
was  in  order  or  not,  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  on  this  motion,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  being  ordered,  were  taken, 
and  resulted  as  follows:  yeas 95,  neas  80. 

So  the  appeal  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to  lay 
the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered*  and  taken  as  follows: 

YEAS —Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  Aiherton,Banks, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Blackwell,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron 
V.  Brown.  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  Ht 
Bullet*,  Wi'l  am  O.  Butler,  Carr,  Carroll,  Clifford, 
Coles,  Connor,  William  R.  Cooper,  Craig,  Crary, 
Dana,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dirkerson, 
Doan,  D  >igr,  Earl,  E?stman,  Ely,  Fine,  Fletcher, 
Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraith,  Hand,  John  Hast- 
ings, Hawkins,  Hill  of  N.  C.  Hook,  Hubbard, 
Jackson,  Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Kille,  Lead  better,  Leet,  Lowell,  Lu- 
cas, McClellan,  McCulloch,  McKay,  Mar- 
chand,  MediU,  Miller,  Montanya,  Montgomery, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Newhard,  Parrish,  Parmenter, 
Parris,  Prentis?,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Edward  Rogers, 
James  Rogers,  Ryall,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Albert  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Strong, 
Swearingen,  Sweney,  Turney,  Vanderpoe',  David 
D.  Wagener,  Watterson,  Weller,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, and  Henry  Williams— 84. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Andrews,  Baker,  Barnard,  Boardman,  Briggs, 
Brockway,  Calhoun,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chinn, 
Cranston,  Crrckett,  Curtis,  Cashing,  Edward  Da- 
vies,  Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Deltet,  Doe, 
Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Fisher,  Gar- 
land, Gates,  Gentry,  Gid.lings,  Gorgin,  Graham, 
Granger,  Graves,  Green,  Griffin,  Habersham,  Hall, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Hill  of  Va.  HifTman,  Holmes, 
Hopkins  James,  Charles  Johnston,  Kemptball, 
King,  Lane,  Lincoln,  Francis  Malloiy,  Marvin, 
Mason,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Calvary  Morris,  Mor- 
row, Nisbet,  Palen,  Peck,  Pickens,  Pope,  Randall, 
Rariden,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  S  rgeant,  She- 
paid,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Sumter,  Ta- 
liaferro, Waddy  Thompson;  Jacob  Thompson,  John 
B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Tohnd,  Trumbull, 
Underwood,  Warren,  John  White,  Thomas  W. 
Willi ams%  L*wi*  Williams  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Winthrop,  and  Wise— 
92 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Hopkins,  the  latter  said  he  would  have  no  ob- 
jection to  vote  for  the  rrsolution,  provided  the  gfn- 
ilemsn  from  Massachusetts  would  incorporate  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  ADAMS  declined,  on  the  ground  of  the 
amendment  being  of  an  entirely  different  nature  to 
the  resolution;  the  latter  complaining  of  noabues, 
but  merely  calling  for  facts, while  the  former  involv- 


ed a  set  of  principles  in  relation  to  the  exercise  of 
Executive  power,  etc. 

The  morning  hour  having  now  expired,  the 
amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  when  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  being 
the  consideration  of  private  bills. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS  of  Kentucky,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ot 
the  United  States  inform  this  House  what  six  land 
districts  have  been  discontinued  under  the  act  of 
June  13,  1840,  %nd  when  they  were  respectively 
dacontinued:  alio,  what  salaries  or  other  emolu- 
ments were  paid  the  officers  of  such  districts  be- 
tween the  12  h  of  June  aforesaid  and  the  disconti- 
nuance of  au«h  districts— specifying  the  sums  paid 
to  each  individual.  And  that  the  Secretary  ato 
report  the  amount  of  revenue  that  was  paid  to 
each  receiver  of  such  districts  between  the  time  of 
their  discontinuance  and  the  said  12th  day  of  June, 
1840. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Tucker,  of  Ar- 
kansas, which  was  on  yesterday  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Adams  and 
Cr  mpany,  and  others,  reported  yesterday  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  next  taken  up;  and 
after  some  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  S ALTON- 
STALL,  DAWSON,  WINTHROP,  HOLMES, 
C.  JOHNSON,  W.  THOMPSON,  HABER- 
SHAM, and  EVANS  participated, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon 
the  table. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative.  * 

So  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  WboU  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Baiaas  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Nathaniel  Goddard  and  others,  owners  ot  the 
hip  Ariadne  and  her  cargo. 

After  some  debate  thereon,  the  committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENAJE, 
Monday,  January  11,  1841. 

The  transaction  of  the  morning  business  oecu 
pied  the  Senate  until  near  the  hour  of  1,  p.  m. 

Various  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
bv  Messrs. TALLMADGE,  BUCHANAN,  WEB- 
STER, WALL,  WHITE,  PORTER,  SEVIEK, 
and  STURGEON. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  presented, the  credentials  of 
Mr.  Nichoi/on,  the  newly  appointed  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  decease  of  the  late  Fclix  Grckdt.  Mr. 
NICHOLSON  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat.  , 

Sundry  bills  were  then  introduced  and  read  the 
first  time.  By  Mr.  WALL,  for  the  relief  of  L:eau 
John  E.  Bispbam.  After  a  short  explanation  by 
Mr.  Wall,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  leave,  two  several  bills  were  introduced  by 
Mr.  SEVIER,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  ibe  certificate  of  the  au- 
thorities of  the  Sate  of  Kentucky  of  the  re-election 
f  f  John  J.  Crittendeh  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate; 
which  was  read,  and  .placed  on  file. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  a«ked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  abolish  the  port  of  delivery  in  th« 
office  of  the  surveyor  cf  the  customs  at  Currituck, 
North  Carolina. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  a  resolution,  which  was 
adopted,  giving  certain  instructions  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Several  reports  of  little  magnitude,  adverse  to  the 
allowance  of  certain  private  claims,  were  taken  up, 
and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  TJniied  State?,  and  for  other  purposes, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  unfinished  business  of  Friday,  the 
PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PR&EMPTlOtf  Law. 

This  bill  being  again  in  order, 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  the  question  to  be  on 
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te  motion  of  die  Senator  from   Kentucky  [Mr. 
Currants]  to  recommit  the  bill  with  kstruc- 


Mr.  CRITTENDEN  add,  when  he  offered  his 
motion,  he  did  not  intend  to  deity  the  bill,  and  he 
would  now  leave  gentlemen  to  dispose  of  it  as  they 
utaeeht  proper* 

MrT  BENTON  looked  upon  the  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  if  adopted,  as  going 
to  destroy  the  bill— not  directly,  but  by  loading  it 
down  with  incongruous  matter.    There  was  a  lati- 
tude aeaally  allowed  to  Senators  in  their  amendment 
of  measnres  Drought  before  them,  and  when  it  was 
desired  to  destroy  the  whole  bill,  it  was  customary 
10  more  to  strike  out  all  but  the  enacting  clause, 
and  to  substitute  other  matter  instead;  but  to  in- 
clude in  a  hill  incongruous  matter  that  was  entirely 
forejga  te  its  object,  whatever  might  be  the  object 
of  the  mover,  was  directly  to  defeat  the  measure. 
Be  knew  it  was  also  a  fair  and  parliamentary 
practice,  where  Senators  approved  cf  part  of  a  bill, 
and  disapproved  of  other  parts,  to  move  to  strike 
out  the  objectionable  matter;  but  what  was  the  pro- 
position then  made?  There  was  a  bill  to  grant  pre- 
emptions, which  they  had  done  for  forty  years  under 
mis  Government-- a  question  which  was  not  only 
free  from  constitutional  difficulties,  but  one,  the  bene- 
Isj  of  which  had  been  tested  by  experience— and 
for  the  first  time,  a  gentleman  who  was  hostile  to 
me  bill,  offers  a   proposition  to  amend,  not  by 
striking  out  nil  after  the  enacting  clause,  for  that 
woul4  be  pnxlianaentary,  but  to  amend  by  adding 
to  it  a  scheme  for  the  distribution  of  the  public 
land  revenue !    Could  any  thing  be  more  ineoogs  u  • 
oua  than  this?    The  distribution  of  the  land  reve- 
nue brought  up  a  question  of  the  gravest  kind— it 
involved  n  constitutional  question  of  great  impor- 
tance— it  would  originate  the  inquiry  whether  the 
land  revenue  was  not  as  much  the  revenue  of  the 
Government,  when  it  came  into  the  Treasury,  as 
every  dollar  paid  by  the  merchant  on  the  importa- 
tion of  his  goods;  and  thea  came  up  the  considera- 
tion of  the  distribution  of  the  revenue  of  the  conn- 
try  at  all;  and  that,  if  they  had  the  right,  whether  it 
would  be  expedient  to  do  it  at  any  time,  especially 
at  the  present  time.    Then  would  follow  the  whole 
question  of  their  financial  system,  the  income  and 
tot  expenditures  of  the  Government,  and  the  inqui- 
ry whether  it  was  possible  for  the  Government  to 
get  along    with   the  current   payments  without 
the  land  revenue;  and  then,  if  the  Government 
could  not  get  along  without  the  land  revenue,  how 
was  the  deficiency  to  be  supplied — whether  by 
loans  or  tnxest    Here,  then,  were  questions  of  the 
grea'est  moment;  some  of  them  believed  to  be  un- 
constitutional, and  othtrs  mischievous,  and  all  in- 
volving a  wast  mass  of  expenditure,  which  would 
bear  heavily  on  the  countiy.    Now  be  repeated 
that  it  arms  contrary  to  all  legislation— contrary  to 
all  customary  rule  of  proceeding,  thus  to  bring  in 
a  foreign  and  overpowering  and  overshadowing 
subject  nt  such  a  time  to  sink  and  destroy  an  ordi- 
nary measure  of  legislation,  as  it  pasted  along. 
Be  held  that  this  onght  not  to  be  the  mode  in 
whkh  an  enemy  of  the  bill  should  attack  it;  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittendin]  was 
the  enemy  of  the  pre-emption  bill;  and  let  him  then 
attack  it  fairly— let  him  attack  it  in  the  front— let 
him  give  bis  reasons  against  it;  but  let  him  not,  by 
mis  side  movement,  bnry  it  under  incongruous 
matter— let  him  not  destroy  it  by  a  side  blow,  as 
me  measure  was  passing  along.    Such  a  proposi- 
tion aw  that  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  does 
not  belong  to  the  legislation  of  the  Senate— it  does 
not  belong  to  the  legislation  of  any  body,  and  be 
(Mr.  Button)  denounced  it  as  contrary  to  all  fair 
legislation,  wherever  legislation  was  known. 

This  distribution  policy  commenced  some  years 
ago,  and  be  then  den  on  need  it;  he  told  them  that  if 
ahey  commenced  a  division  of  the  surplus,  it  would 
he  bat  a  little  time  before  they  divided  that  which 
wan  not  the  surplus.  In  cue  of  his  speeches, 
to  which  he  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  refer, 
he  had  told  them  that  if  the  States  once  began  to  lick 
mnt  blood,  they  would  live  on  no  other  food  from 
fsat.unie  forth— if  they  began  to  look  to  the  Fede- 
ral Government  for  money,  they  would  come  in 
and  take  from  that  Government  the  means  of  its 
own  support;  and  now  had  they  not  proved  the 


truth  of  bis  prediction?  He  had  told  them  then 
that  to  distribute  among  the  States  what  was  called 
the  surplus,  which  was  then  placed  in  the  banks, 
would  be  either  to  make  the  deposite  banks  close 
their  vaults,  orjo  ruin  their  debtors;  and  he  had  told 
tbem,  also,  that  it  must  be  done  to  the  exhaustion 
of  the  Treasury;  but  nothing  would  do,  for  the 
books  called  it  "surplus."  He  told  them  if  they 
took  that  first  step,  it  would  be  the  fiM  plunge 
downward,  from  which  there  was  neither  retreat  notr 
halt;  and  had  they  not  now  a  proposition,  in  four 
short  years  from  the  time  of  hi3  prediction,  to  ab- 
stract from  the  current  income  of  the  Government 
a  sum  of  four  millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  at  a 
moment  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  show- 
ed tbem,  in  his  report,  that  it  was  as  much  as  could 
be  done  to  make  the  annual  outgoings  and  in- 
comings balance  each  other — at  a  time,  too,  when 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  proclaimed  a  debt  of 
twenty -seven  millions  of  dollars  which  they  in- 
tended to  detect  at  their  called  session?  What, 
then,  were  to  be  their  feelings?  Were  they  to 
look  on  and  see  the  Federal  Government  strip- 
ped of  every  shilling  of  its  revenues?  Were 
they  to  see  the  States,  when  they  found  themselves 
in  want  of  money,  seize  the  means  of  (he  Federal 
Government,  and  tell  it  to  take  care  of  itself?  Had 
it  come  to  this?  He  denounced  it  as  one  of  the 
most  outrageous  propositions  that  was  ever  made 
under  our  form  of  Government.  Here  was  a  pro- 
position to  withdraw  one  fourth  part  of  the  reve- 
nue in  a  time  of  difficulty,  and  at  a  period  when 
one  party  was  proclaiming  a  hidden,  a  secret  debt 
of  twenty-seven  millions,  and  the  gentleman  who 
made  the  enermous  proposition  did  not  tell  them 
what  substitute  he  had  to  propose.  Why  did  not 
the  gentleman  go  on  with  his  instructions,  and  di- 
rect the  Finance  Committee  te  borrow  four  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  or  to  issue  four  millions  of  Trea- 
sury notes,  or  to  impose  four  millions  of  taxes  to 
supply,  the  place  of  the  abstracted  land  revenue? 
And  let  him  observe,  they  could  not  deceive  others 
if  they  deceived  themselves.  If  they  deceived 
themselves  they  could  not  deceive  others  when  they 
said:  "We  cannot  constitutionally  borrow  money  or 
raise  money  by  taxes,  to  divide  among  the  States; 
but  one  thing  we  can  do,  we  can  take  the  money 
we  find  in  the  Treasury,  give  it  to  the  Srates,  and 
impose  a  tax,  or  borrow,  or  strike  Treasury  notes 
to  supply  the  place  of  that  which  we  give  away." 
And  jet  this  was  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky:  qualify  it  a*  be  pleased,  drf end 
it  or  shrink  from  its  defence,  as  he  pleaded,  it  came 
to  this:  "here  is  a  marked  proposition  to  raise  reve- 
nue by  loan  or  tax  for  distribution  among  the 
States."  In  the  mind  of  every  candid  man  it  was 
the  same  as  a  proposition  10  lay  a  tax  for  distribu- 
tion among  the  Stales  in  the  first  instance. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  in  his  amend- 
ment, proposed  320  acres  of  land  to  the  pre-emp- 
tioners,  as  part  of  the  distribution  bill.  But  he 
(Mr.  Benton)  was  not  to  be  caught  by  titles.  Now 
here  was  a  proposition  to  give  320  acres  of  land  1 
Would  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  vote  for  160? 
No:  he  would  contend  that  it  was  too  much;  but  if 
he  would  not  give  160  acres,  he  would  give  320. 
Was  it  to  be  supposed  that  this  kindness  overmuch 
would  impose  upon  any  body?  The  fiends  of  the 
bill  did  not  ask  320  acres,  because  they  would  have 
expected  double  the  opposition  from  the  other  side 
of  the  Home;  and  yet  here  was  a  pn  position  to 
add  to  the  bilt  as  murh  as  to  double  what  its  friends 
proposed  to  give.  And  from  whom  did  it  come? 
From  the  enemies  of  the  bill.  And  for  what  pur- 
pose? Why,  to  destroy  the  bill.  And  what  then? 
Why,  to  show  to  the  settlers  that  tbey  voted  for  320 
acres,  and  that  his  (Mr.  Bexton's)  side  of  the  House 
voted  against  the  proposition.  He  had  seen  snch 
legislation  as  this  before,  and  he  had  laid  it  open 
to  the  public;  and  be  had  not  seen  a  man  occupy- 
ing a  real  "lug  cabin7'  that  could  be  found  to  be  ta- 
ken in  by  it.  No,  it  t?ok  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  "log  cabins" — the  silk  stockings  and  kid  glove 
gentlemen — to  be  deceived  by  in  This  ptoposition 
would  deceive  no  one  that  dwelt  in  a  real  log  ca- 
bin; and  he  was  not  su? prised  that  the  gentleman 
hesitated  to  defend  his  *  proposition.  It  was  an 
enormous  proposition — it  was  an  unparliamentary 
one— it  was  a  hostile,  deadly  hostile  one;  and  he 


(Mr.  Button)  had  denounced  it  as  such  the  mo- 
ment it  came  in,  and  he  should  continue  to  do  so; 
and  he  should  meet  his  constituents  and  tell  tbem  be 
voted  against  the  320  acre  proposition,  as  part  of 
the  distribution  bill,  knowing  the  intention  of  its 
mover  was  to  destroy  the  160  acre  proposition, 
which  was  then  pending. 

Mr.  MANGUM  spoke  at  length  in  opposition  to 
the  pre  em p lion  policy. 

Mr.  LINN  defended  the  bill.  He  said  that  this 
Government  had  been  settled  on  the  pre-emptive 
system  from  the  beginning;  and  he  wished  to  keep 
the  beginning,  the  middle,  and  the  end  together.  In 
allusion  to  the  epithets  applied  by  some  gentlemen 
to  the  settlers,  of  "land  stealers"  and  "squatters," 
and  of  tbe  opinions  of  others  in  contradiction  of  hts 
^statement,  that  a  small  civil  force,  and  an  enforce- 
ment of  the  laws,  would  preserve  the  public  land 
from  encroachment,  he  said  that  it  was  a  scriptural 
injunction  to  man  to  possess  the  earth,  and  reple- 
nish it;  but  if  it  were  "land  stealing,"  this  was  a 
nation  of  land  stealers  from  the  beginning,  for  they 
had  either  itjlen  it  or  cheated  the  Indians  out  of  it; 
and  therefore  the  appellation  would  apply  equally 
to  their  forefathers.  That  the  movement  of  the 
people  would  be  onward,  he  again  a'serttd;  and  he 
denied  that  the  laws  were  a  sufficient  safeguard  of 
the  public  lands.  Jurors  could  not  be  found  to 
convict  in  such  cases,  which  were  uniformly  decided 
against  ibe  Government,  at  an  expense  of  many 
tnonsand  dollars.  Would  they,  then,  send  an  army 
to  destroy  the  "squatter*?  If  be  had  an  enemy  in 
the  world,  (and  be  believed  he  had  not  many,)  he 
would  wish  him  no  greater  infliction  than  the  scor- 
pion stingtngs  of  conscience,  with  u  hich  the  execution 
of  such  a  commission  would  be  succeeded.  It  was 
not  nnnsual  by  legislation,  to  heal  breaches  in  the 
law.  Charters  were  sometimes  violated,  and  legis- 
lation was  re?or  ed  to  to  hral  the  breach.  Here, 
then,  was  a  breach  of  the  law  by  the  settlers,  and 
they  were  asked  to  pass  this  bill,  to  heal  that 
breach. 

Mr;.  CALHOUN  wished  to  move  an  amendment 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 
He  hoped  now  the  debate  would  take  the  widest 
range,  and  embrace  all  the  subjects  in  connection 
with  the  great  land  question.  He  desired  to  state 
his  views  thereon,  and  he  should  occupy  the  Senate 
perhaps  an  hour. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  interposed,  and  re- 
quested the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  to  put  his 
amendment  into  shape,  so  that  it  could  be  printed, 
and  to  give  wav  for  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  CALHOLN  assented,  and  his  amendment 
was  ordered  to  be  printed.  lis  object  was  to  strike 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  substitute 
bis  "bill  to  cede  the  public  lands  to  the  States  in 
which  they  lie,  on  certain  conditions." 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monday,  January  11,  1841. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read, 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  business 
in  order  was  the  consideration  of  the  repoit  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections  relative  to  the 

PENNSYLVANIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION  CAflB, 
between  Messrs.  Jnoersoll  and  Naylou. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  pro- 
ceeded to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Inosusoll. 
After  speaking  for  two  hours  and  a  half,  hi  gave 
way  to 

Mr.  SERGEANT,  who  moved  that  the  House 
do  adjourn. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  J.  W.  JONES,  the  motion 
was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  JONES,  by  general  consent,  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  a  bill  entitled 
An  act  making*appropriations  for  the  civil  and  di- 
plomatic ex pe uses  of  Government  for  the  year 
1841;  which  was  read  twice,  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  mi  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Toe  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  January  12, 1841. 
The  business  of  the  morning  opened  in  the 
sentation  of  petitions  by  Messrs.   NORVf 


ienie» 

eLl, 


96 


CONGRESSIONAL  CLOSE 


PIERCE,  WALL,  PULTON,  HUBBARD,  acd 
BENTON. 

Sundry  hills  were  introduced  by  Messrs.  RUG- 
GLBS,  SEVIER,  CLAY  of  Alabama,  PHELPS, 
YOUNG,  Ac. 

Mr.  YOUNG  introduced  a  bill  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Cumberland  road  through  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  which,  on  motion,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  made  a  few  remarks  in  reference 
to  the  improper  practice  which  had  prevailed  in  the 
Senate  in  reference  to  private  claims,  to  remedy 
which  in  future,  he  nfoved  an  amendment  of  the 
joint  rales.  The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

THE  GENERAL  ORDERS  were  then  taken 
np,  when  the  i  olio  wing  bills  were  passed,  and  or- 
dered engrossed  for  a  third  reading: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  E.  Bispham  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Jo*. 
Thompson,  sr.  decease d,  u  a  tract  of  land  in  Mis- 
souri, was  ordered  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time. 
The  following  bills  were  similarly  disposed  of: 
For  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy. 
For  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Copes. 
Confirming  to  George  Tucker,  his  heirs  or  as- 
signs, a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Alabama. 

To  authorize  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for 
the  use  of  schools  in  that  State. 

For  the  relief  of  Francis  La  venture,  Ebenezer 
Childs,  and  L  nus  Thompson. 

To  perfect  the  titles  to  lands  south  of  the  Arkan- 
as  river,  held  under  New  Madrid  locations  and 
pre-emption  rights  nnder  the  act  of  1814. 
For  the  relief  of  Daniel  Steinrod. 
For  the  relief  of  James  M.  Morgan. 
For  the  relief  of  Francis  Gehon. 
For  th*  relief  of  Jam*  H  Re lfe. 
For  the  relief  of  Jubal  B.  Hancock. 
In  addition  to  an  ace  to  promote  the  progress  of 
the  useful  arts. 

For  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Keller  and  Henry 
Stone. 
For  the  relief  of  John  C.  Reynolds. 
For  the  relief  of  Thomas  Haskins  and  Ralph 
Haskin?. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Stater, 
When  the  special  order,  the 
PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW, 
was  again  under  consideration. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  having.the  floor,  proceeded,  in 
that  usually  lucid,  clear,  forcible,  and  statesmanlike 
manner  with  which  he  meets  all  questions  of  such 
grave  public  import,  to  present  his  views  upon  the 
subject  under  discussion.  He  took  a  rapid  glance 
at  the  present  condition  of  the  country,  its  past  le- 
gislation upon  the  subject  of  the  pubic  lands,  the 
little  hitherto  effected  by  that  legislation,  and  the 
necesssity  that  now  demanded  of  Congress  the 
speedy,  the  final,  and  the  proper  and  appropriate 
settlement  of  this  great  naiional  subject,  so  as  to 
meet  the  interests  and  the  wants  of  the  country. 
He  met  the  unsound  and  fallacious  objections  of 
the  opponents  of  the  bill,  by  pointing  to  the  present 
aetual  situation  and  condition  of  the  land  revenue 
of  the  Union,  and  gave  a  condensed  statistical  re- 
ference to  the  prominent  fac's  which  the  public  re- 
cords so  fully  exhibited,  and  which  should  be  cor- 
rectly understood  by  that  body,  and  by  the  people, 
that  a  barrier  might  be  erected  to  prevent  the  dan- 
ger whieh  threatened  the  nation. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  r-plied  to  Mr.  Calhouh, 
and  occupied  the  Senate  for  abnut  two  hours. 
He  referred  to  the  extraordinary  course  pursued  to- 
wards him  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
Benton  ]  and  by  the  gentleman  from  Sou  h  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  CiLnoON,]  the  former  having  considered 
his  proposition  as  most  extraordinary  and  enermous^ 
and  the  other  as  idle,  ridiculous,  and  foolUh. 

Mr.  C.  took  a  general  view  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  the  pre  empion  bill,  and  defended  with 
much  ingenu'ty  and  skill  his  proposed  substitute 
and  amendment. 

Mr.  BENTON  again  adverted  to  the  argu- 
meats  adduced  by  the  enemies  of  the  measure  on* 


der  discussion,  and  particularly  to  the  attempted 
defence  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
CaiTTKNDEN.]  His  arguments  were  all  enforced 
with  his  known  ability9and  his  usual  bold  and  com- 
manding eloquence. 
Mr.  CRITTENDEN  rejoined,  and 
Mr.  BENTON  again  replied,  and  the  debate  was 
continued  between  them  until  the  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment. • 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Toesdat,  January  13, 1841. 

The  first  business  in  order  was  the  consideration 

of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  relative 

to  the 

PENNSYLVANIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION' 

CASE 
between  Messrs.  Navlou  and  Ingirsoll. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  was 
about  to  resume  his  remarks,  when 

Mr.  ADAMS,  on  leave,  presented  the  petition 
of  two  stone  cutters,  lately  employed  on  the  public 
buildings,  complaining  of  their  exclusion  from 
work  thereon,  and  protesting  "against  a  system  of 
favoritism  which  at  present  operates  so  much  to 
their  detriment;"  which  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  GREEN  asked  leave  to  submit  a  resolution 
directing  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  imposing 
a  tariff  en  wines,  spirits,  and  other  luxuries,  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  demands  upon  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  not  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  asked  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  re- 
quested to  issue  a  tubpama  duces  tecum  to  Samuel 
Hart,  esq.  prothonotary  of  the  court  of  common 
peas  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  di- 
recting the  said  Samuel  Hart,  esq.  to  appear  per- 
sonally, or  by  deputy,  before  this  House,  at  one 
o'clock,  p.  m.  on  Friday,  the  15th  instant,  with  the 
election  returns  and  other  papers  on  file  in  bis  of- 
fice, relating  to  the  Congressional  election  in  the 
Third  Congressional  district  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  1838,  there  to  be  examined  in  evidence 
in  the  cose  of  contested  election  now  pending  be- 
tween C.  J.  Inqersoll  and  Chales  Natlor,  from 
the  said  Congressional  district. 
Objection  being  made,  it  was  not  rsceived. 
Mr.  NAYLOR  here  observed,  that  if  it  should 
be  the  p'easure  of  the  House,  he  would  have  no 
objection  to  waive  a  continuation  of  his  remarks 
until  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 
And  such  being  the  understanding, 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 
Mr.  SERGEANT,  from  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, to  which  had  been  referred  the  Senate  bill 
amendatory  of  the  act  abolishing  imprisonment  for 
debt  in  certain  cases,  reported  the  same  without 
amesdment,  as  follow?: 

Be  it  enacted,  ifc  That  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  cases," 
approved  February  28,  1839,  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  on  process  is- 
suing out  of  aay  court  of  the  United  States,  in  ail 
cases  whatever  where,  by  the  laws  of  any  Stare, 
imprisonment  for  debt  has  been,  or  shall  hereafter 
be,  abolished. 

Mr.  S.  after  some  explanatory  remarks,  showing 
the  necessi'y  of  the  amendment  to  the  original  act, 
whereby  its  applica'ion  would  extend  to  non-resi- 
dents of  the  State  of  New  York,  hoped  the  bill 
would  be  passed  forthwith. 

Mr.  ADAMS  urged  some  constitutional  objec- 
tions to  the  bill  in  its  present  form.  He  did  not 
know  what  laws  the  States  might  hereafter  adopt, 
by  which,  whatever  they  might" be,  Congress  would 
be  bound  to  abide.  He  therefore  moved  to  amend, 
by  striking  out  the  words,  "or  shall  be  hereafter." 
After  some  brief  remarks  from  Messrs.  MON- 
ROE, THOMPSON,  and  FILLMORE, 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said,  when  it  should  be  in  order, 
he  would  offer  a  further  amendment,  so  as  to  com 
pel  every  man  to  make  a  surrender  of  his  property 
before  his  release. 
The  question  being  on  the  amendment 


to  corn- 
property 

of  Mr.  | 


Adams,  the  discussion  was  further  continued  by 
Messrs.  BARNARD,  FILLMORE,  VANDRR- 
POEL,  and  POPE,  involving  split-hair  distinctions 
in  matters  of  law;  when 

Mr.  HABERSHAM  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
with  the  following  instructions: 

"To  report  a  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt  nnder  process  issuing  from  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  in  all  cases  except  where  the  judg- 
ment shall  be  against  an  officer  ot  the  United 

States  for  a  defalcation  in  his  office."  _  

After  some  further  explanation  from  Mr.  SER- 
GEANT in  relation  to  the  peculiar  powers  of  the 
judiciary  of  the  United  8tates, 

Mr.  YANDERPOEL  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded  by  the  House,  thereby 
cutting  off  the  motion  to  recommit,  and  bring  the 
House  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Adams. 

The  main  question  on  the  amendment  was  then 
ordered,  and  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YBA8— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An* 
drews,  Banks,  Baker,  Boardman,  Calhoun,  Casey, 
Garret  Davis,  Dromgoote,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Gal- 
braith,  Gates,  Habersham,  Hopkins,  Charles  John- 
ston, Kemble,  McKay,  Marvin,  Osborne,  Par- 
menter,  Peck,  Randall,  Reed,  Sal  tons!  all,  Truman 
Smith,  Underwood,  Peter  J.  Wagner,  Thomas  W. 
Williams,  and  Lewis  Williams— 31. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Barnard,  Beatty, 
Bond,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  John 
Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Cbiun, 
Chittenden,  Clifford,  Connor,  Crabb,  Cranston, 
Crary,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Dana,  Edward  Da  vies, 
John  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dickersou, 
Delict,  Doan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Evans,  Fletcher, 
Floyd,  Fornance,  Garland,  Uen'ry,  Giddings,  Gog- 
gin,  Goode,  Granger,  Green,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hand, 
Hawkin?,  Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North 
Carolina,  Hoffman,  Hook,  Hunt,  James,  Jameson, 
Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemp- 
shall,  K'lie,  King,  Lane,  Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leo- 
nard, Lucas,  McCarty,  McClellan,  McCalloch, 
F.  Mallory,  Matchand,  Mason,  Medill,  Monroe, 
Montanya,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W. 
Morri«,  Naylor,  Nisbef/Palen,  Parri«,  Pope,  Rari- 
den,  Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Samuels, 
Sergeant,  Simon  ton,  S!ade,  Albert  Smith,  Stanly, 
Starkweather,  Stuart,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  Tay- 
lor, Jacob  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Til- 
linzhast,  Toland,  Triplett,  Yanderpoel,  David  D. 
Wagener,  John  White,  Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Jostph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
Winthrop,  and  Wise— 1 10. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  SERGEANT,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jud  ciary,  reported  back  to  the  House,  without 
amendment,  the  following  Senate  bills,  vft: 

An  act  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  any  fo- 
reign copper,  gold,  bilver,  or  other  coin,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  bringing  into  the  United  Staies,  or  uttering 
any  counterfeit  foreign  copper,  gold,  silver,  or 
other  coin; 

An  act  to  confirm  to  the  State  of  Indiana  the 
land  selected  by  her  for  that  portion  of  the  Wabh»h 
and  Erie  canal,  which  lies  between  the  mouth  of 
the  Tippecanoe  river  andTerre  Haute,  and  for 
other  purposes;  and 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes;" 

which  bills  were  severally  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  on  the  siate  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SERGEANT,  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  following  Senate  bills,  viz: 

An  act  in  addi'ion  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Walter  Loomis  and  Abel  Gay; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Moore;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Clements,  Bryan,  and 
Company; 

which  bills  were  transferred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Also,  from  the  further  consideration  of  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Carter,  which  was  transferred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr,  SERGEANT,  from  the  Commiitee  on  the 
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C*ntinutdfr6mM>.  6. 
Ja&ciary ,  reported  "An  act  further  to  amend  the 
act  eo tided  an  act  to  provide  for  taking  the  sixth 
census  or  enumeration  ef  the  inhabitant*  of  the 
United  States,"  approved  March  3, 1339,  with  an 
amendment.  The  amendment  was  concurred  in, 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  and  rassed. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  then  renewed  his  attempt  to 
introduce  his  resolution,  previously  noticed}  bat  ob- 
jection being  made, 

Mr.  C.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule*;  the 
motion  was  negative*. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  then  took  the  floor,  and  resumed 
his  remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ixobrsoll.  After 
sneaking  for  some  time,  without  concluding,  he 
gave  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Wkdhzsday,  January  13, 1841. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, announcing  that  it  had  passed  the 
hill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  an  act  to 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  oases. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  names  and  com- 
pensation of  the  clerks  in  bis  Department,  and 

Abo,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, in  compfiance  with  the  following  resolution, 
submitted  by  Mr.  Bxmt.n  on  the  16ih  December 
last: 

Aatted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
.directed  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  communicated 
lo  the  Senate,  tables  of  the  rates  of  exchange, 
foreign  and  domestic,  and  of  the  prices  of  bank 
notes  and  of  specie,  on  or  near  the  first  day  in 
each  month,  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  dur- 
ing the  y«ar  1838,  1839,  and  1840;  and  that  he 
accompany  the  same  with  a  synopsis  of  the  rates 
of  exchange,  foreign  and  domestic.and  the  prices  of 
bank  notes  and  specie,  at  Ndw  York  and  Philadel- 
phia, in  previous  years,  so  far  as  the  last  can  be 
done  from  the  materials  now  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. 

The  communications  were  kid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Joan  Lkkds  Knua,  elected  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Maryland,  a  Senator  from  that 
State,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  the  Hon.  Jonn  S.  Spshcs. 

Mr-  KERR  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  toek 
hist  seat 

Mr.  BENTON  ealkd  the  attention  of  Senators 
to  a  ftp01*  which  was  to  be  found  in  volume  eight 
of  the  Executive  documents  of  last  session,  which 
was  calculated  to  throw  considerable  light  on  the 
subject  now  under  discussion  by  the  Senate.  He 
aHttded  to  a  report  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  amount  of  land  purchased  by  this  Go- 
vernment from  the  Indians,  and  the  money  paid 
therefor.  It  appeared  from  this  document  that  the 
amount  of  land  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been 
extinguished,  is  four  hundred  and  forty-two  mil- 
lions of  acre*,  and  the  amount  paid  therefor  eighty- 
two  millions  of  dollars. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  the  memorial  of  the 
corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  pray- 
ing a  reimbursement  of  moneys  expended  on  their 
harbor,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 


On  motion  by  Mr.  ROBINSON,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Neil  Moore  and  Company,  now  on  file, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
ya  post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  Committee  on 

'Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 

HowlandDyer,  was  discharged  from  its  further 

consideration;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

ob  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr*  PIERCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  traieh  wan  referred  the  petitions  of  John  Vance, 


and  the  petition  of  E.  Shaler,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  P.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
were  referred  petitions  on  the  subject,  reported 
*fc  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McClanaban; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Jamison;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Neal,  widow  of  Sa- 
muel Neal; 

which  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  P.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
the  heirs  of  Daniel  Pettibone;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  seconclreading. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  erection  of  monuments  to  Brigadier 
General  Nash  and  Brigadier  Qc neral  William  Da- 
vidson, reported  the  same  wi.hout  amendment. 

The  resolution  submitted  yes'erday  by  Mr.  Tip- 
pan,  in  relation  to  the  rales,  was  taken  up,  and  dis- 
cussed by  Messrs.  HOB  BARD.  PIERCE,  LINN, 
TAPPAN,  and  HUNTINGTON,  and,  on  motion 
of  the  latter,  was  laid  on  the  table. 
BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  C.  Reynold?; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Lavcnture, 
EbenezerChilds,  and  Linus  Thompson; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Gehon; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Relfe; 

The  bill  confirming  to  George  Tucker,  his  heirs 
or  assigns,  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Alabama; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Steenrod; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  or  Thomas  Ha&kins  and 
Ralph  Haskins; 

The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  to  promote  the  pro- 
gress of  the  useful  art<; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Keller  and 
Henry  Stone; 

Th«  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy; 

The  bill  for  lhe  relief  of  Thomai  P.  Copes; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jabal  B.  Hancock; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Morgan; 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Legislatures  of  Louisia- 
na, Tennessee,  and  Arkansas  to  sell  the  lands  here- 
tofore appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools  in  those 
Stales; 

The  bill  to  perfect  the  titles  to  lands  south  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  held  under  New  Madrid  locations 
and  pre-emption  rights,  under  the  act  of  1814;  and 

The  joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  eitend  further  indulgence  to  cer* 
tain  of  the  late  depos.te  banks; 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PHELPS  submitted  a  resolution  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  pay,  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund,  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Stephen 
Haighi,  Scrgeant-at  Arms  of  the  Senate,  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  defray- 
ing the  expenses  incidental  to  his  illness,  and  the 
removal  of  the  bod'/  to  Vermont  for  interment; 
and,  also,  to  pay  the  widow  the  amount  of  salary 
accruing  for  the  residue  of  the  term  for  which  he 
was  eke  ed. 

The  resolution,  aftfr  some  remarks  in  explana- 
tion by  Mr.  WRIGHT  and  Mr.  PHELPS,  was 
adopted. 

PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  special  or- 
der of  the  day,  was  taken  up.  the  question  being  on 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun  to  the  mo- 
tion to  recommit  the  bill  made  by  Mr.  Crittxn- 
dbn. 

Mr.  PRESTON  submitted  his  views  at  much 
length  in  ooposition  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  be  wished  to  snbmit  a  few  re- 
marks to  the  Senate  on  the  question  now  before 
them,  and  though  he  would  not  occupy  much  of 
their  time,  he  would  endeavor  to  hold  a  looking- 


glass  to  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  so 
loudly  boasting  of  their  friendship  and  generosity 
to  the  new  8tates. 

At  the  instance  of  several  Senators,  Mr.  S.  here 
gave  way  for  a  motion  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  the  consideration  of 
Executive  business. 

And  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
.  Wcdrbsday,  January  13,  1841. 

The  first  business  in  order  was  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  rela- 
tive to  the 

PENNSYLVANIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION  CA8E, 
between  Messrs.  Natlor  and  Ivgkrsoll. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  was 
about  to  resume  his  remarks,  when 

Mr.  GREEN  asked  him  to  give  way  for  a  few 
moments  to  enable  him  to  again  submit  the  resolu- 
tion which  he  offered  on  yesterday,  and  lo  which 
objection  had  been  made,  directing  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
reporting  a  bill  imposing  a  tariff  on  wines,  silks, 
and  other  luxuries,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  de- 
mands upon  the  Government. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  said  he  gave  way  to  half  a  do- 
zen applications  yesterday,  but  could  not  pursue  a 
similar  course  to-day,  as  be  had  a  desire  to  get 
through  the  matter  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  N.  then  resumed  his  remarks,  and  spoke 
for  some  hours  in  reply  to  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Irobrsoll.  Without  concluding,  at  three  o'clock, 
Mr.  N.  gave  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was,  however,  with- 
drawn, to  permit  the  following  Senate  bills  to  be 
taken  up;  which  were  severally  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  appropriately  referred: 

An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  private  hnd  claims  in  Missouri,  ap- 
proved 9th  July,  1833,  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  2d  March,  1833; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  patent  to  the 
heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  Francis  Revard, 
deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Pretty  man; 

An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Howard  Institu- 
tion of  the  city  of  Washington; 

An  act  to  refund  to  Noah  Miller  and  others  a 
part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  British  sloop 
Mary  and  cargo,  which  were  captured  by  them  and 
labelled  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States; 

An  act  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Jo- 
seph Thompson,  jr.  deceased,  to  a  track  of  land  in 
Missouri; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  John  E. 
Bi  pham; 

An  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes; 

Aa  act  to  authorize  the  accounting  ( fficers  of  the 
Treasury  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Francis  Gehon, 
late  marshal  of  Wiskonsao; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Relfe; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  C.  Reynolds, 
late  disbursing  agent  of  the  Indian  Department; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Haskins  and 
Ralph  Haskins; 

A  resolution  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  extend  further  indulgence  to  certain  of 
the  late  deposite  banks1; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis.  La  venture,  Ebe- 
nezer  Chi  Ids,  and  Linus  Thompson; 

An  act  confirming  to  Gforge  Tucker,  his  heirs 
or  assigns,  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Alabama; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  P.  Copes; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Keller  and 
Henry  Stone; 

An  act  to  perfect  the  title  to  lands  south  of  the 

rkansas  river,  held  under  New  Madrid  loca- 
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tioBi  and   preemption   rights  under  the  met  of 
1814; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Legislatures  of  the  States 
of  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  Tennessee,  to  sell  the 
lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools 
in  those  States; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  JubalB.  Hancock; 
An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  promote  the  pro- 
gress of  the  useful  arts; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Steenrod;  and 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Morgan. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications,  viz: 

1.  From  the  Pest  Office  Department,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  July  2, 
1836,  to  reorganize  the  Post  Office  Department, 
enclosing  estimates  for  the  service  of  that  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  commencing  July  1, 1841. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

3.  Frbm  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings, 
in  obedience  to  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, requiring  him  "to  make  to  Congress  annu« 
ally,  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  a  report  of 
the  manner  in  which  all  appropriations  f# r  the 
public  buildings  and  grounds  nave  been  applied." 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  on 
the  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  BRI6GS  asked  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
W.  S.  Hastings,  be  excused  from  serving  on  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  in  conse- 
quence of  ill  health;  which  request  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CRABB  presented  the  petition  of  a  large 
number  of  the  citizens  of  Pickens  county,  Ala- 
bama, for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from 
jhe  town  of  Bridge ville,  via  the  town  of  Fairfield  it 
said  county,  to  the  town  of  Macon,  in  the  county  * 
of  Noxubee,  Mississippi;  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

IMPORTED  MANUFACTURE!)  SILK. 
Mr.  ADAMS,  after  some  introductory  le marks 
on  the  importance  of  early  action  on  the  House 
bill,  No.  311,  for  laying  a  duty  on  imported  ma- 
nufactured silks,  hoped  it  would  be  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  that  day  fortnight. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  said  he  would  be-very  glad 
to  give  his  astent  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  especially  as  it  was  a 
measure  that  proposed  to  bring  money  into  the  pub- 
lic Treasury;  but  the  process  would  be  entirely  too 
alow  to  answer  any  practical  purposes  at  the  pre- 
sent session.  Besides,  as  he  (Mr.  J.)  had  already 
introduced  a  bill  providing  for  a  more  speedy  ope- 
ration, (the  Treasury  Note  bill,)  he  hoped  the  bill 
referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
would  not  be  taken  up  until  the  other  measure  had 
been  before  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  observed  that  several  subjects  had  already 
beed  made  the  special  order  for  certain  days;  and  if 
the  bill  now  referred  to  by  the  genileman  from 
Massachusetts  should  also  be  made  the  special  or- 
der, and  took  up  much  time,  as  it  undoubtedly 
would,  he  (Mr.  J.)  did  not  know  when  an  opportu- 
nity would  be  afforded  for  considering  the  Treasury 
note  bill,  the  pension  bill,  and  other  important 
measures  requiring  early  action.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  gentleman  would  not  press  bis  request. 

Mr.  ADAMS  observed  that  the  bill  he  held  in 
his  hand  was  intended  to  devise  means  for  repay- 
ing the  proposed  loan  of  Treasury  notes;  and  as  at 
this  very  time  very  large  importations  were  making 
in  the  port  of  New  York,  he  thought  it  highly  ne- 
cessary that  the  bill  should  be  entered  upon  without 
delav. 

Mr.  JONES  again  adverted  to  the  delay  which 
must  necessarily  arise  from  the  consideration  of 
such  a  bill,  and  he  was  sore,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  would  reflect  upon  the  condition  of 
the  Treasury,  at  the  present  moment,  he  would  see 
the  necessity  of  postponing  the  bill.  It  was  highly 
important  that  a  temporary  supply  should  be  made 
so  as  to  enable  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  demands 
upon  it  during  the  present  quarter;  not  bnt  that  the 
accruing  revenue  would  enable  the  department  to 
meet  the  demands  against  it  during  the  year,  but  it 
would  not  enable  it  to  meet  them  in  time. 

Mr.  J.  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  order  to  show  the  inequality  of 
receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  present  year, 


which  would  make  it  necessary  that  a  temporary 
provision  should  be  made  to  enable  the  Treasury 
to  meet  demands  upon  it  which  would  be  made  be- 
fore the  funds  appropriated  to  meet  them  should 
have  been  received.  The  report  stated  that  unu- 
sually heavy  expenses  would  fall  due  during  the 
first  quarter  of  the  present  year.  "In  addition  to 
a  full  portion  of  the  current  expenses,  and  the  whole 
pension  payments  for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and 
one-third  of  a  million  or  more  for  all  the  annual 
fishing  bounties,  there  will  be  imposed  on  it  most  of 
the  charges  for  the  whole  year,  connected  with  The 
session  of  Coogre ss  and  private  bills,  as  well  as 
large  payments  for  taking  the  census,  and  for  the 
first  instalment  of  the  debt  of  this  District,  etc.1' 

Mr.  J.  also  referred  to  the  following  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  laid  on 
their  tables  this  morning,  as  a  further  reason  why 
no  delay  should  take  place  in  reference  to  the 
Treasury  Note  bill. 

Treasury  Department, 

December  21, 1840. 
Sir:  I  perceive  that  a  new  appropriation  bill  has 
passed  at  this  session  for  sums  exceeding  #400,000, 
considerable  portions  of  which  will  probably  be 
called  from  the  Treasury  daring  the  present  year. 
Another  appropriation  bill  appears  to  have  been 
reported,  with  a  view  to  its  immediate  passage, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  nearly  doqble  the  amount 
of  the  other,  and  an  addition  proposed  to  it,  on  ac- 
count of  navy  pensions,  of  a  sum  between  #150.000 
and  #200,000,  entirely  new  in  is  character.  Much 
of  this  addition,  if  made,  is  likely  to  be  drawn  for 
the  present  month,  as  it  may  be  needed  on  or  be- 
fore the  1st  day  of  January,  and  probably  some 
portions  of  the  original  bill  as  reported.  These 
new  charges  on  the  present  year  are  of  such  magni- 
tude as  (with  the  circumstances  hereafter  specified, 
and  others  referred  to  in  the  second,  tenth,  and 
eleventh  pages  of  my  recent  annual  report)  to  ren- 
der it  proper,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned, 
that  be  should  repeat  the  recommendation  contain' 
ed  'in  that  report — that  they  be  accompanied  by 
some  early  provision  of  additional  means  to  meet 
the  whole  of  them  with  promptitude. 

The  letters  annexed,  just  received,  show  likewise 
some  recent  decisions  of  the  courts,  that  appear  to 
require  the  refunding  of  more  duties  from  the 
Treasury,  to  a  considerable  amount. 

Another  communication  is  also  annexed,  which 
reached  the  Department  to-day,  and  shows  the  ex- 
traordinary drawbacks  about  to  be  demanded  in  a 
single  case,  on  refined  sugars,  extending  probably 
to  #75,000  or  #80,000;  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  half 
of  the  nett  revenue  often  collected  in  a  week  in  the 
whole  Union. 

To  meet  calls  like  these,  in  addition  to  those  first 
specified  by  the  new  appropriations,  will  probably 
much  reduce  the  balance  heretofore  anticipated  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 

Under  these  circumstauees,  coupled  with  those 
referred  to  in  my  annual  report  rendering  some  pro- 
vision proper,  not  only  to  cover  ordinary  contin- 
gencies and  fluctuations,  but  especially  to  provide 
adequate  means  for  meeting  seasonably  the  large 
charges  then  explained  to  be  imposed  on  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year  1841,  and  several  of  them  as 
soon  as  the  1st  of  January,  the  hope  is  entertained 
that  some  such  temporary  provision  will  be  made 
at  the  earliest  .day  practicable. 

Looking  to  the  security  and  high  standing  of  our 
national  credit,  it  was  deemed  prudent,  when  that 
report  was  prepared,  that  it  be  done  by  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year;  and  the  occurrences  since 
tend  strongly  to  confirm  the  opinion  then  expressed, 
and  are,  therefore,  now  promptly  and  respect- 
fully submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commit- 
tees of  Ways  and  Means  and  on  Finance  in  the 
two  Houses. 

The  amount  of  means  authorized  .might  jodi- 
ciously  extend  to  the  five  or  six  millions  which  have 
usually  been  kept  on  hand  in  former  years,  as  a 
balance  to  cover  all  contingencies  and  fluctuation!, 
and  it  might  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  that  ba- 
lance whenever  the  public  wants  should  require 
during  the  year,  and  be  all  reimbursed  before  its 
close,  if  the  revenue  increases  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  year  as  is  anticipated  in  the  annual  report. 
My  opinion,  formerly  expressed,  on  the  most 


convenient  and  economical  mode  of  making'  such 
a  temporary  provision,  remains  unchanged  in  fa- 
vor of  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  to  be  redeemed 
out  of  the  revenue  received  before  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  to  be  provided  for  either  by  an  amend- 
ment to  some  appropriate  bill,  or  by  a  separate  act 
of  Congress.  Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
To  Hon.  J.  W.  Jones, 
Chairman  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  H.TL 

TbBASOBT  DSPAETMEJTT, 

Comptroller's  Office,  December  17, 1840. 

Sir:  The  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Maryland  having,  at  the  No- 
vember term,  1840,  declared  "soda  ash"  to  be  ex- 
empt from  duty,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  1  have 
directed  to  be  refunded  the  duties  paid  under  pro- 
test on  that  article  as  carbonate  of  soda. 

I  beg  to  request  your  instructions  on  the  matter 
presented  in  the  enclosed  copies  of  let  ten  from  the 
district  attorney  and  collector  of  (he  customs  a 
Boston,  in  relation  to  recent  decisions  of  the  United 
States  court  in  that  city.  If  those  decisions  are  ac- 
quiesced in  by  the  department,  (and  I  know  not, 
after  the  expressed  opinion  of  the  district  attorney, 
how  they  can  be  resisted,)  the  free  admission  of 
"gunny  cloth"  may  materially  interfere  with,  if  not 
totally  destroy,  the  domestic  manufacture  of  cotton 
bagging.  The  honorable  Mr.  Clay,  of  (he  Senate, 
having,  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  called 
the  particular  attention  of  the  department  to  this 
subject,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  submit  it,  in  its 
present  position,  to  your  special  notice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  BARKER,  Comptroller. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbuby,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

TasAsoar  Departmbbt, 
Comptroller's  Office,  December  18,  1840. 
Rir:  By  a  communication  from  the  collector  at 
New  York,  dated  the  13th  instant,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  enclosed,  it  appears  that  the  article 
worsted  plush  is  added  to  the  list  of  goods  (hereto- 
fore paying  goods  under  the  construction  of  law  by 
this  department)  exempted  from  duty  by  the  deci- 
sions ef  the  United  States  courts. 

Before  instructing  the  collector  to  refund  duties 
paid  under  protest  on  this  article,  I  have  thought  it 
proper,  as  in  former  cases,  to  submit  the  subject  for 
your  decision  and  sanction. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  BARKER, 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbuby,  Comptroller. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Custom-house,  New  York, 
•  December  18,  1840. 

Sia:  The  Messrs.  Woolsey  made  an  entry  of  re- 
fined sugar  to-day,  the  bounty  on  which  will  be 
between  seventy  and  eighty  thousand  dollars,  if 
the  vessel  by  which  it  is  to  be  exported  has  suffi- 
cient capacity  to  take  it  all/ 

I  have  before  called  your  attention  to  the  im- 
portant fact  of  the  refiners  having  an  advantage  in 
this  respect  which  I  am  quite  sure  the  policy  of  the 
Government  did  not  intend  to  confer,  though  Con- 
gress, by  its  legislation,  has  conferred  it. 

To  illustrate  the  proposition,  I  will  make  be- 
low the  calculation  of  duty  on  100  pounds  of 
sugar  imported,  costing,  in  a  foreign  port,  four  and 
a  half  cents, 
100  pounds,  at  two  and  a  half  cents  per 

pound  duty,  #2  50 

Deduct,  under  compromise  act,  forty  per 

cent.  1  00 

FSo 

Add  eight  per  cent,  on  cost,  say  |4  50,  ^36 

Actual  duty  on  100  pounds  brown  sugar,       ft  8< 

The  bounty,  or  drawback,  on  refined  sugar,  in 
flVe  cents  per  pound,  and  has  been  so  since  1899; 
t  which  time  the  duty  on  importation  of  raw  so- 
ar was  three  cents  far  peund,  or  three  dollars  dee 
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hundred  pounds;  -which  now  is  bat  f  1  86  the  hun- 
dred pounds:  making  a  difference  in  the  duty,  be* 
rween  now  and  1839,  when  the  present  bounty  was 
tied,  of  one  dollar  aad  fourteen  cents  on  a  ban* 
died  pounds. 

The  quantity  imported  into  this  district  the  three 
first  quarters  of  this  year  waa  thirty-seven  million 
six  hnadred  aad  twelve  thousand  «ii  hundred  and 
treaty-three  pounds,  (say  37,612,623  poundt;)  the 
(fiflmnc*  oa  ihe  doties  npon  which,  at  this  time, 
compared  with  the  duty  ia  1829,  when  the  present 
bounty  was  increased,  amounts  to  |498,783  90. 

As  the  refiners  were  willing  to  do  business  upon 
the  basis  the  law  placed  that  business  in  2829,  it 
seems  to  me  that  Congress  ought  now  to  interfere. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOYT,  Collector. 
Hon.  LxTf  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Triasost  Department, 

January  7,  1841. 

Sib  :  I  enclose,  for  the  consideration  of  your 
committee,  the  copy  of  another  letter  from  the  col- 
lector of  New  York,  concerning  the  large  and  un- 
expected amount  of  drawbacks  paid  and  paying  at 
that  port.  Other  large  drawbacks  of  this  kind  are 
demanded  at  Boston  occasionally. 

Coupling  these  payments  with  others  before  de- 
tailed to  the  committee,  for  refunding  duties  under 
recent  judicial  decisions,  with  the  great  demands 
for  ashing  bounties,  the  debt  of  this  District,  the 
census,  pensions,  Florida  wai,  dfce.  (most  of  them 
referred  to  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  pages  of  my 
annual  report,)  and  I  do  not  tee  how  it  is  possible 
to  preserve  the  public  faith  in  respect  to  them,  and 
the  other  large  current  expenses  of  an  ordinary 
character,  without  the  additional  means  desiied  in 
that  report  to  be  furnished  at  an  early;  day. 

As  more  than  a  month  has  transpired  since  this 
was  first  desired  and  explained,  any  further  delay 
will  place  the  Deparmeat  in  daily  jeopardy  of  not 
being  able,  at  certain  points,  to  raise  available 
means  sufficient  to  meet  the  public  engagements  at 
those  points. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  committee  will  excuse 
me  for  urging  the  speediest  action  possible  on  this 
important  subject.    Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Joint  W.  Jones, 

Chairman  of  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Custom  House,  New  Yoik,  Jan.  5, 184 1. 

Ska:  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  the  question  of 
bounty  on  refined  sugar  has  been  submitted  to  a 
committee  of  Congress. 

We  paid  the  Messrs.  Woolsey  to-day  another 
bounty  of  oyer  |25,000;  and  one  will  mature  in  a 
few  days  for  three  times  the  amount. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedien  t  servant, 

J.  HOYT,  Collector. 
Horn.  Lam  Woodbgst, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  CUSHING,  in 
which  ha  discussed  the  propriety  of  making  provi- 
sion for  the  coming  Administration,  the  motion  for 
making  the  bill  of  Mr.  Adams  the  special  order 
for  the  27th  instant,  having  been  made,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  demanded,  and,  being  ordered,  re- 
called at  follows: 

YKAS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Atherton,  Boardman,  Botts,  Briggs,  Cal- 
houn, Carter,  Casey,  Connor,  Crabb,  Cranston, 
Cashing:,  hVlward  Davies,  John  Davis,  Garrett 
Davw,  Deberry ,  Dellet,  Edwards,  Fillmore,  Gal- 
braitn,  Granger,  Graves,  Grinnell,  Hawes,  Hoff- 
man, James,  Jenifer,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Kemp- 
shall,  Lincoln,  McKay,  Francis  Mallory,  Marvin, 
Mason,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Naylor,  Os* 
borne,  Peck,  Pope,  Randall,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Ros- 
eau,   BakonstaJ),     Sergeant,   Simonton,    Slade, 


Smith,  Stanly,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast, 
Toiand,  Triple*,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  John 
White?,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams, 
GbXMrtttnhcr  H.  Williams,  and  Wintbrop— 64. 

If  AYS— Messrs.  Linn  Banks,  Black,  Blackweil, 
Brewtier,  Anion   V.   Brown,    Burke,  Bynum, 


John  Campbell,  Carr,  Chapman,  Clifford,  William 
R.  Cooper,  Crary,  Cross,  Dana,  Dickersen,  Doan, 
Doig,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,  Flojcf,  Garland, 
Goggin,  Graham,  Hand,  John  Hastings,  Hill  of 
Virginia,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  John  W. 
Jones,  Ktlte,  Leadbetirr,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Mere- 
dith Mallory,  MediU,  Paynter,  Pickens,  Reynolds, 
Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  Samuel?,  Shaw,  Strong, 
Sumter,  Philip  F.  Thorna?,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Yanderpoel,  Watterson,  and  Wise— 52. 

And  there  being  no  quorum, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Thursday,  January  14,1841. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  the  follow- 
ing resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Tallmadge  on  tte 
3 1st  December  last: 

Aetetod,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
port to  the  Senate  a  list  of  the  drafts  drawn  by  the 
Treasury  Department,  or  by  its  order,  that— be- 
tween the  28ih  day  of  February,  1839,  and  the  4th 
day  of  July  last,  and  also  since  the  4ih  day  of  July 
latt — have  been  protested  for  non-payment,  or  that 
have  been  presented  for  payment,  and  remain  un- 
paid; exhibiting  in  a  tabular  form,  the  date  of  such 
draft,  the  names.of  the  payees,  the  names  and  of- 
fice of  the  drawees;  the  place  where  payable;  the 
time  when  payable;  the  amount;  the  time  when 
presented,  and  the  time  when  protested. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

/Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Wood  county,  Ohio,  praying  the  passage 
of  a  general  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  a  memorial 
of  citizens  of  New  York  for  the  same  purpose. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  ci- 
tizens of  Washington  county,  New  York,  for  the 
same  purpose. 

These  memorial?,  as  a  bill  had  already  been  re- 
ported in  concurrence  with  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners, were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  the  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Indiana,  praying  the  establishment  a  mail 
route:  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  aad  Post  Roads. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE    GENERAL  ASSEMBLY    OP 
ALABAMA  ADVERSE  TO  A  PROTECTIVE  TARIFF. 
Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  following 
joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama; 
whidi  were  read: 

Preamble  and  Resolutions  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  8tate  of  Alabama,  responsive  to  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  iu 
favor  of  the  protective  policy. 
Certain  resolutions  of  the  Sta'e  of  Connecticut 
have  been  communicated  by  the  Governor  of  this 
State  to  this  General  Assembly,  agreeably  to  a  re* 
qnest  contained  in  said  resolutions  which  express 
sentiments  in  favor  of  what  they  designate  "the 
protective  policy  cf  our  Government/'  and  contain 
a  request  to  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress  from  said  States,  to  resist,  by  all  constitu- 
tional means,  every  attempt  to  destroy  or  impair 
said-policy,  and  to  use  their  exertions  to  procure 
the  passage  of  such  laws  as  wilt  effectually  protect 
the  labor  of  this  country  from  the  policy  and  legis- 
lation of  foreign  Governments;  the  said  resolu- 
tions further  signify,  that  it  is  the  wish  of  our  sister 
State  to  obtain  from  us  an  expression  of  our  senti- 
ments on  the  subject  to  which  her  said  resolutions 
relate. 

It  becomes  us  in  courtesy,  under  such  circum- 
stances; to  make  answers, which  we  proceed  respect- 
folly  to  do,  as  follows: 

We  presume  we  properly  comprehend  the  Slate 
of  Connecticut  as  intending,  by  the  words  "protec- 
tive policy  of  our  Government,*'  in  her  aforesaid 
resolutions,  a  protective  tariff;  and  by  the  words 
"labor  of  this  country,"  the  manufacturing  labor  of 
this  country.  So  understanding  our  sister  State, 
we  cannot  forbear  expressing  our  surprise  and  re- 
gret to  find  that  she  should  feel  it  incumbent  on  her 
to  press  this  fruitful  source  of  discord  and  distrac- 
tion upon  the  attention  of  Alabama  and  the  South, 
at  this  time— two  years  in  advance  of  the  ex- 
piration of  that  "compromise"  which  has,  for  a  pe- 


riod, allayed  the  fierce  and  angry  passions  to  which 
"the"  protective  policy  had  heretofore  given  rise. 
Put  as  she  has  thought  proper  to  call  upon  us  for 
our  sentiments  on  this  subject,  we  proceed  to 
give  them  folly  embodied  in  the  following  resolu- 
tions—the principles  of  which,  we  would  kindly, 
but  firmly,  admonish  our  sister  Connecticut  that 
we  are  determined  to  maintain  at  every  hazard. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  unanimously,  by  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Alabama  in  General  Assembly  convened,  That 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  was  esta- 
blished in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  es- 
tablish jostice,  insore  domestic  tranquillity,  provide 
for  the  common*  defence,  and  promote  the  general 
welfare,  to,  and  among  the  several  separate  and 
sovereign  States  of  this  Union,  and  to  secure  the  bles 
sing«  of  liberty  to  us  and  our  children  as  citizens  of 
said  States. 

Sac.  2.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  said  Go- 
vernment never  can  establish  justice,  insure  do- 
mestic tranquillity,  or  promote  the  general  welfare 
of  this  widely  extended  Union,  and  the  diversified 
interests  and  pursuits  thereof,  especially  iu  view 
of  their  peculiar  relations  aforesaid,  by  enacting 
laws  to  foster,  promote,  and  protect  the  industry 
and  occupations  of  one  portion  of  the  States  or 
people,  to  the  disparagement,  injury,  and  expense 
of  another. 

Sec.  3.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  a  tariff  for 
the  protection  of  manufactures  always  was,  and 
always  must  remain,  obnoxious  to  the  objections 
set  forth  in  the  foregoing  resolution;  and  that  con- 
sequently, every  such  measure  always  has  been, 
and  ever  will  be,  in  our  estimation,  unwise,  unjust, 
and  unconstitutional. 

Sec.  4.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  in  the  so- 
lemn and  deliberate  opinion  of  this  General  As- 
sembly, a  successful  attempt  to  re  establish  the 
"protective  policy,"  while  it  cannot  fail  to  alienate 
the  feelings  of  one  portion  of  our  happy  Union 
from  another,  and  provoke  fierce  political  animosi- 
ties between  the  North- and  ihe  South,  ultimately 
and  irresistibly  tends  to  a  dissolution  of  the  Federal 
compact  between  those  Slates,  and  that  in  view  of 
such  consequences,  we  earnestly  and  affectionately v 
dissuade  our  Northern  brethren  from  any  such  at- 
tempt, 

«  Sxc.  5.  Resotved  unanimously,  That  the  Go- 
vernor of  ilm  3m te  be  requeued  to  forward  a  copy 
of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  to  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  the 
Governors  of  each  of  the  other  States,  and  also 
copies  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives, 
the  former  of  whom  are  instructed,  and  the  latter 
rrquestrd,  to  u  e  all  honorable  and  proper  means 
to  sustain  the  principles  therein  set  forth. 

J.  L.  P.  COTTRELL, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
R.  A.  BAKER, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  American  Peace  Society  of 
prajing  that  a  special  joint  committee  of  Congress 
may  be  appointed  to  report  on  the  various  memo- 
rials from  peace  societies  presented  at  the  last  and 
present  sessions  of  Congress. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  whilst  every  man  must  concur 
in  the  object  of  the  petitioners,  every  one  must  see 
the  difficulty  attending  it.  The  memorial  asks  for 
a  special  committee,  and  he  was  already  so  much 
involved  in  the  business  of  the  session,  that  he  was 
afraid  to  ask  for  it.  If  any  other  Senator,  how- 
ever, felt  a  disposition  to  make  the  motion,  be 
would  most  cheerfully  vote  for  it.  The  memorial 
wa«  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  similar  memorial, 
which  was  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner. 

Mr.  W.  alio  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  Albany  county,  N.  Y.  praying  for  the  passage  of 
a  bankrupt  law,  with  certain  designated  provisions; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  mer- 
chants and  other  citizens  of  New  York,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law  at  the 
present  session;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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Mr.  W,  also  presented  a  memorial  from  manu- 
facturers, merchants,  mechanics,  and  other  persons 
of  New  York,  presenting  in  detail  the  provisions  of 
a  bankrupt  law,  which  they  think  would  be  a  pro- 
per one;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
sensof  Bucksport,  Maine,  remonstrating  against  the 
repeal  of  the  fishing  bounties  and  allowances;  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  that  in  a  few  days  he 
would  make  an  effort  to  bring  this  question  before 
the  Senate,  when  he  would  show  that  two-thirds  of 
these  fi«hing  bounties  were  a  palpate  violation  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  There  is  at 
present  before  Congress  a  proposition  to  borrow 
money  by  issuing  Treasury  notes,  a  portion  of 
which  must  go  to  the  payment  of  these  fishing 
bounties.  He  repeated  that  be  wou'd  conclusively 
demonstrate  that  to  the  amount  of  two-thirds  of 
these  allowances  they  were  a  naked  bounty  from 
the  Treasury,  and  of  course  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  the  Chevolier  de 
Repentigny,  by  C.  B.  Violet,  their  attorney;  and  a 
memorial  from  Agnes  Slacke.  The  former  me- 
morial claims  for  the  memorialists,  citizens  of 
France,  jointly  with  Agnes  Slacke,  of  Ireland,  a 
tract  of  land  at  the  Sault  S*.  Marie,  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  "six  leagues  on  the  portage  by  six  leagues 
in  depth  on  the  river  teptrating  the  two  lakes."  This 
land  (said  Mr.  Novell)  U  alleged  to  have  been 
granted  «s  a  concession,  in  1750,  by  the  French 
Canadian  authorities,  to  Captain  de  Bonne  and  the 
Chevalier  de  Kepentigny,  for  the  purpose  of  esta- 
blishing thereon  a  seignory.  The  grant  is  further 
stated  to  have  been  ratified  by  the  King  of  Frauce 
in  1751.  Agnes  Slacke  derives  her  claim  to  a 
moiety,  of  this  concession  from  sales  or  grants  made 
by  Captain  de  Bonne.  Mr.  Norvell  said  that  he 
had  presented  these  memorials  by  request.  He 
considered  them  as  important  to  the  claimants,  im- 
portant in  their  consequences  to  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan, and  important  to  the  United  Slates.  He 
therefore  moved  that  they  be  printed,  and,  with  the 
papers  which  accompanied  them,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claim.*.  He  would 
ask  the  particular  attention  of  that  committee  to 
the  subject,  with  as  speedy  action  and  as  early  a 
decision  on  it  as  mght  be  consistent  with  their  con- 
venience. « 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  the  pe- 
tition and  papers  of  Joshua  Kennedy,  as  assignee 
of  Laurendine,  and  of  the  heirs  of  Joshua  Kenne- 
dy, now  on  file,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  ou 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hold  ah 
Tucker;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Rand; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  notion  by  Mr.  PRENTISS,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Robert  P.  Wainwright,  was  discharged  from  its 
further  consideration,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petitions  of  Richard  El- 
liot, of  Isaac  Hilton,  of  Catherine  Howard,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the 
House  b)\\  making  temporary  provision  for  luna- 
tics in  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  regulating  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  port  of  Cayerrae, 
in  the  colony  of  French  Guiana,  and  to  remit  cer- 
tain duties;  and 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  refund  duties  collected  on  the  French  ship 
Alexandre; 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

gtr.  LINN,  from  the  Select  Committee  to  which 


was  referred  the  joint  resolution  to  authorize  the 
adoption  of  measures  for  the  occupation  and  set- 
tlement of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  for  ex- 
tending certain  portions  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  over  the  frame,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

The  joint  resolution  directing  the  transfer  to  the 
State  of  Maryland  of  the  stock  in  the.  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal,  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  upon  certain  conditions,  was  then  ta- 
ken up. 

Mr.  M ANGUM  said,  asjhis  matter  was  of  moch 
importance  totbe  citizens  of  the  District,  who  had 
no  representative  here,  and  as  a  remonstrance 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill,  which  he  had  pre- 
sented some  days  since,  had  not  yet  returned  from 
the  printer,  he  hoped  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  would  be  postponed  for  a  few  days. 

Mr.  MERRICK  urged  the  immediate  action  of 
the  Senate  as  necessary  to  enable  the  Legislature  of 
Maryland,  who  had  the  subject  at  this  moment  un- 
der consideration,  to  .enable  them  to  act  under- 
standingly.  The  stock  at  present  was  of  no  value, 
and  Congress  having  in  their  wisdom  determined 
to  make  no  further  appropriations  to  complete  the 
work,  their  holding  on  to  the  stock  only  operated 
to  deter  Maryland  from  making  efforts  to  complete 
the  canal  to  Cumberland.  As  to  the  memorial  of 
the  corporate  authorities  of  Washington,  it  was 
only  remonstrating  against  the  United  States  dis- 
posing of  their  own  property,  with  which  they 
had  no  more  right  to  interfere  than  the  citizens  of 
any  other  portions  of  the  Republic. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  several  years  since  he  bad 
introduced  a  bill,  somewhat  similar  to  that  now 
pending  for  the  relinquishment  of  onr  stock  in  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  to  the  State  of  Mary- 
land. He  had  done  this  after  a  conference  with  a 
distinguished  patriot,  [Governor  Kent,]  then  a 
Senator  from  Mar>land,  but  now  called-  to  a 
higher  and  better  world.  At  that  time,  he  (Mr. 
Walker)  had  called  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  report  what  dividends  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  had  received  from  its  stock  in 
all  ihes"e  canals,  namely,  this  canal,  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Defaware  Canal,  the  Dismal  Swamp 
Canal,  and  the  Ohio  Canal  at  Louisville.  The  re- 
port then  made  showed  that  these  stocks,  with  the 
exception  of  the  last,  had  never  yielded  any  divi- 
dend; that  they  had  no  market  price,  and  in  all 
probability  never  would  yield  any  dividend,  espe- 
cially this  stock  ia  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 
Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  Walker  said  he 
was  in  favor  of  dissolving  this  unprofitable  part- 
nership between  this  Government  and  this  com- 
pany, by  the  surrender  of  this  stock  to  the  State  of 
Maryland.  Mr.  Waleee  said  whoever  would 
read  the  early  debates  and  reports  on  this  subject 
in  both  Honses  of  Congress,  could  not  fail  to  ob- 
serve, that  this  Government  had  originally  intended 
to  proceed,  pari  point  with  the  State  of  Maryland, 
in  subscriptions  to  this  canal,  considering  it  as  a 
great  national  woik,  terminating  in  this  District. 
This  design  was  now  abandoned,  mo&t  happily,  to- 
gether with  the  whole  internal  improvement  sys- 
tem by  Congress;  bat,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
State  of  Maryland,  relying  on  the  continued  co- 
operation of  this  Government  in  the  construction 
of  this  canal,  had  proceeded  and  expended  enor- 
mous sums  towards  the  completion  of  this  great 
work;  and  whilst  he  (Mr.  Walker)  would  not, 
even  under  these  circumstances,  vote  to  appropri- 
ate more  money  to  this  or  any  ether  similar  ob- 
ject of  internal  improvement  by  this  Government, 
vet  he  thought  it  a  mere  act  of  jo  slice  to  surrender 
this  stock,  (not  without  an  equivalent,)  but  for  the 
full  equivalent  provided  in  this  bill,  namely:  the 
use  of  this  canal  forever,  free  of  all  toll,  for  tna 
transportation  of  the  troops  and  munitions  of  war 
of  this  Government;  and  upon  similar  terms  Mr. 
Walker  was  willing  to  surrender  to  the  States  in 
which  they  were  located,  all  the  stock  he'd  by  this 
Government  in  all  other  canals,  and  thus  to  com- 
plete the  divorce  between  this  Government  and  the 
whole  internal  improvement  system.  In  relation 
to  the  stock  held  by  this  Government  in  the  Lou- 
isville canal,  Mr.  Walker  desired  to  cede  our 
stock  in  that  canal  to  the  State  of  Kentucky,  so  as 
to  be  made  auxiliary  to  the  great  object  of  ren- 


dering that  canal  free  of  all  toll,  and  thus  re* 
move  that  heavy  taxation  which  was  now. im- 
posed on  those  who  travelled  or  transported 
products  on  the  Ohio  river.  In  relation  to  the  op- 
position en  the  part  of  this  city  to  this  transfer, 
Mr.  W.  said  he  regretted  it.  The  completion  of 
this  canal  by  Maryland  would  be  of  vast  import- 
ance to  this  city,  and  she  ought  to  support  this  biU 
as  facilitating  the  completion  of  this  work;  and  aa 
to  the  idea  that  Maryland  might,  by  obtaining  the 
control  of  this  stock,  abandon  the  canal. to  this  city, 
by  carrying  the  canal  from  a  point  out  of  this  Dis- 
trict to  Baltimore,  it  was  delesive.  Now,  Mr. 
W.  said,  a  survey  for  Maryland,  by  the  accom- 
plished head  of  our  Topographical  Bureau,  had 
been  made,  by  which  it  was  demonstrated  that  all 
other  routes  for  a  crosscut  from  this  canal  to  Balti- 
more had  been  found  impracticable,  except  through 
this  city.  Mr.  W.  said  that  this  bill  had  passed 
the  Senate  at  the  last  session  by  a  large  majority, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  now  be  permitted  to  pass 
without  delay. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY  by  Alabama,  the 
for  taking  up  the*  special  order  having  arrive 
joint  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EBTPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log  eabin  thereon,  being  the  special  or- 
der of  the  day,  was  taken  up,  the  question  being 
on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun  to  the 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill  made  by  Mr.  Critten- 
den. 

Mr.  SEYIER  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Cal- 
notrv,  and  of  the  original  bill,  and  in  opposition  to 
the  substitute  proposed  by  Mr.  Chittenden. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  followed  in  opposition 
to  Mr.  Calhoun's  amendment,  and  spoke  for 
abont  an  hour,  when,  without  concluding,  he  yield- 
ed to  a  motion  for  adjournment. 

And  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Thursday,  January  14,  1641. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read, 

Tte  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  first  business  in 
order  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Adams  to  make  House 
bill  No.  311,  providing  for  a  duty  on   . 

FOREIGN  MANUFACTURED  SILK, 
the  special  order  of  the  day  for  the  97th  instan 
(The  question  on  this  motion  had  been  put  on  las 
evening,  but  no  quorum  voted.) 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  bu 
there  was  no  second. 

The  question  then  being  on  ths  motion  to  make 
the  bill  the  special  order, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill,  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  WISE  desired  to  know  if  it  would  require 
two-thirds  to  make  it  the  special  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Adams*  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  aa  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Andrews,  Baker,  Bar- 
nard, Beatty,  Boardman,  Bond,  Briggs,  Brockway, 
Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Case?* 
Chinn,  Chittenden,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Edward  Davies,  John  Davis,  John  W. 
Davis,  Garrett  Davit,  Deberry,  Delict,  Doe,  Ed- 
wards, Everett,  Fillmore,  Fornance,  Galbraitb, 
Gates,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Goode,  Granger,  Green, 
Hall,  Henry,  Charles  Johnston,  Lane,  Lincoln, 
McCarty,  McCiure,  McCallocb,  McKay,  Francis 
Mallory,  Mason,  Moore,  Morrow,  0*borne,  Par- 
menter,  Paynter,  Peck,  Randall,  Bariden,  Reed, 
Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Russell,  SAltonstall,  Ser- 
geant, Simonton,  John  Smith,  Truman  Smith, 
Stanly,  Stuart,  John  B.  Thompson,  TJUlingnatr, 
Toland,  Trumbull,  JDavid  D.  Wagener,  Peter  J. 
Wagner,  John  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  WilUams,  Win* 
throp,  and  John  T.  H.  Worthiogton— 78. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alford,  Atherton,  Banks,  Black- 
well,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burke,. Sampson  H. 
Butler,  John  Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll,  Chapman, 
Clifford,  William  R.  Cooper,  Crary,  Dana,  Daw- 
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son,  Dicker joo,  Doene,  Dromgoole,  Ear),  Bast- 
man,  Fine,  Fisfcer,  Garland,  Goggin,  Griffin, 
Hammond,  John  Hastings,  Hawkins,  Hill  of  Va. 
Hubbarl,  Jameson,  Cave  Johnson,  Kille,  Leonard, 
Lowell,  Lucas,  McClellan,  Marcband,  Medil), 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Niabet,  Parish,  Pickens, 
Reynolds,  Rfaelt,  Rives,  James  Rogers,  Samuels, 
Shaw,  Shepard,  Thomas  Smith,  Sieenrod,  8trong, 
Sweoey,  Talialerro,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Vanderpoel,  Wattersoo,  Weller,  Ja/ed 
W.  Williams,  tad  Wise— 65. 

So  (here  not  being  two-thirds,  the  motion  was 
act  agreed  to. 

Hie  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  rela- 
tive to  the 

FBNNAYLVANIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION, 
then  coming  np  as  the  special  order,  and  Mr.  Nat- 
Iop  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 

Mr.  RIVES,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Sections,  asked  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
to  give  way  a  moment  in  order  to  afford  him  (Mr. 
R.)  as  opportunity  of  renewing  the  following  moiicn 
ineffectually  made  some  days  ago  by  the  former 
chairman  of  that  committee,  Mr.  Campbell: 

RcMfccoT,  That  the  Speaker  of  ibis  Rouse  be  re- 
quested to  issue  a  snbpan*  due*  tecum  to  Samuel 
Hart,  esq.  prothonotary  of  (he  court  of  common 
pleas  for  the  dry  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  di- 
recting the  said  Samuel  Hart,  esq.  to  appear  per- 
sonally, or  by  deputy,  before  this  House,  at  one 
o'efock,  p.  m.  on  Monday  the  18ih  ins'ant,with  the 
election  returns  and  other  papers  on  file  in  his  of- 
fice, relating  to  the  Congressional  election  in  the 
Third  Congressional  District  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  1838,  there  to  be  examined  in  evidence 
in  the  case  of  contested  election  now  pending  be' 
tween  C.  J.  Ihoersoll  and  Charles  Natlor,  from 
the  said  Congressional  district. 

Mr.  SrTANLY  objected  to  (he  floor  being  given 
by  Mr.  Natlor. 

Mr.  RIVES  hoped  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  would  not  object,  as  it  was  important  that 
the  papers  required  by  the  resolution  should  be  had 
in  season. 

Mr.  STANLY  persisted. 
[It  will  be  recollected  that  it  was  Mr.  Campbell, 
of  South  Carolina,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  at  the  last  session,  who,  a  few  days 
ago,  attempted,  on  two  occasions,  to  introduce  the 
above  resolution,  Mr.  C.  being,  as  we  are  inform- 
ed, in  favor  of  the  majority  report.  Both  times  ob- 
jection was  made  by  Messrs.  Stanlt,  Williams, 
and  other  opposition  members,  who,  it  appears, 
have  no  desire  that  Hart  should  appear  with  the 
election  returns,  although  they  were  called  for  by 
Mr.  Campbell,  who,  it  appears,  is  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Natlor.  If  the  Whigs  objected  to  die  motion  of 
one  ia/enor  of  the  majority  report,  it  was  hardly 
to  be  expected  they  would  give  way  to  the  motion 
when  made  by  a  signer  of  the  minority  report  ] 

Mr.  NAYLOR  said  he  bad  not  the  slightest  ob- 
jection to  the  passage  of  that  resolution;  but  inas- 
much as  the  House  had  twice  refused  to  entertain 
it,  he  did  not  deem  it  very  respectful  to  again 
press  it. 

Mr.  RIVES  explained  that  it  was  a  mistake  to 
say  that  any  vote  had  been  taken  on  the  resolution, 
for  it  had  not  yet  been  received. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  persisted  in  bis  refusal,  and  was 
about  to  proceed,  when 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  yield  the  floor  for  one  moment  only,  just  to 
enable  bim  to  move  that  the  Treasury  note  bll  be 
made  the  special  order  for  Monday  next.  Mr.  J. 
observed  that  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  was 
one  which  required  immediate  relief.  The  motion 
would  take  but  a  moment;  and  be  trusted  the  gen- 
tleman would  permit  it  to  be  made. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  said  if  be  gave  way  for  one,  he 
most  for  a  dozen;  so  he  must  decline. 

Mr.  N.  then  proceeded  with  his  remarks  in  an- 
swer to  Mr.  Iroersoll. 

After  rpeaking  until  after  three  o'clock,  Mr.  N. 
concluded,  and  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  GREEN  of  Kentucky  then  asked  leave  to 
submit  the  following  resolution: 

B*ri***%  That   ,ne  Committee   of  Ways   and 

Mf*n*    be  instructed    to   inquire    into    the  ex- 

edieney^and  necessity  of  laying  such  duties,  for 


the  purposes  of  revenue,  upon  wines  and  silks,  and 
>uch  other  articles  of  luxury  imported  into  ihe  Uni- 
ted States,  as  will  meet  the  necessary  expenditures 
of  the  Government,  and  pay  off  the  debt  already 
incurred  by  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  all 
such  other  debts  as  may  be  owing  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  State?;  and  that  said  commtttee 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  adjourn;  but, 
after  some  conversation,  the  motion  was  with 
drawn. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Grebe, 

Objection  was  made  to  its  reception;  whereupon, 

Mr.  GREEN  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  WISE  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He  de-i 
sired  to  know  if  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Naylor]  was  not  entitled  to  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  him  that  Mr.  N.  bad 
concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  RIVES  presumed  thai  the  consideration  of 
the  contested  election  case  would  still  go  on  as  the 
special  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  certainly  it  would,  and  the 
other  claimant  (Mr.  Inoersoll)  was  entitled  to  the 
floor;  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, therefore,  could  only  be  entertained  by  a 
suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  wished  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  whether  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  for 
imposing  a  duty  on  foreign  silks,  did  not  cover  this 
resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  replied  that  it  would  cover  only  a 
part  of  the  resolution,  namely,  so  far  as  related  to 
silks. 

The  SPEAKER  had  observed  that  it  was  not 
in  order  to  debate  that  question. 

Mr.  WISE  did  not  wish  to  speak  out  of  order, 
but  would  merely  observe,  that  although  the  bill  re- 
potted from  the  Committee  on  Manufacture*  re- 
ferred only  to  silks,  vet  it  was  open  to  amend-' 
ment  and  might  thus  be  made  to  cover  the  whole 
ground. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative  *i  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Baker,  Barnard,  Boardman,  Bond,  Botts, 
Briggs,  Brock  way,  Cat  noun,  William  B.  Camp- 
bell, Carroll,  Carter,  Casey,  Chittenden,  Crabb, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cashing,  Edward  Da- 
vie?, John  Davis,  Garrett  Dav.s,  Edwards,  Eve- 
rett, Fillmore,  Fornance,  Galbraitb,  Gates,  Goode, 
Granger,  Graves,  Green,  Grinnell,  Habersham, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Hoffman,  James,  Charles  Johnston, 
Kempshall,  King,  Lane,  Lett,  Lincoln,  McCul- 
!och,  Marvin,  Mason,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Morrow, 
Naylor,  Osborne,  Paleo,  Peck,  Randall,  Rayner, 
Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant, 
Simonton,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Triplett, 
Trumbull,  Underwood,  Warren,  John  White, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  and  Win- 
throp— 80. 

NAYS — Messrs.  AlfoH,  Atberton,  Banks, 
Beatiy,  Black,  Btackwel),  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Burke,  Samp>on  H.  Butler,  William  0.  Butler,  By- 
num,  Carr,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Coles,  Connor, 
Willism  R.  Cooper,  Crary,  Cross,  Dana,  John 
W.  Divis,  Dawson,  Debeny,  Dickerson,  Doan, 
Doig,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,  Floyd,  Gogain, 
Gaham,  Griffin,  Hammond,  John  Hastings,  Hill 
of  Virginia,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Jameson, 
Josedh  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 
Keim,  Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leonard,  L  >weil,  Lucas, 
McClet'an,  McClure,  McKay,  Franris  Maliory, 
Marcband,  Med  ill,  Montanya,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Newhard,  Nsbet,  Parmenter,  Pickens,  Prentiss, 
Reynolds,  Rives,  Edward  Roger?,  James  Rogers, 
Samuel*,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Thomas  Smith,  Stark- 
weather, Sieenrod,  Strong,  Samter,  Taliaferro, 
Francis  Thomas,  Pnilip  F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, Tarney,  Vanderpoel,  David  D.  Wagener, 
Weller,  and  Wise— 86. 

So  th ■?  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  then  asked  the  permis- 


sion of  Mr.  Ivgersoll  to  permit  him  to  offer  a 
resolution,  making  the  Treasury  note  bill  the  spe- 
cial order  for  Monday  next,  and  for  each  sneeeed* 
ing  day  until  it  shall  be  finally  disposed  of. 

And  Mr.  I NGERSOLL  assenting, 

Mr.  JONES  submitted  the  motion. 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved*)  amend  the  motion  as 
follows: 

That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State 
the  Union  be  discharged  from  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  bill  in  relation  to  Treasury  notes, 
and  that  the  subject  of  making  provision  for  the 
wants  of  the  Treasury  he  referred  back  to  toe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  with  instructions— 

1.  To  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  borrow  ten  millions  of  dollars  on 
the  credit  of  the  Government,  and  to  issue  bonds 
or  scrip  therefor. 

9.  To  bring  in  a  bill  imposing  additional«reve- 
nue  on  wines,  silks,  linens,  spices,  and  other  arti- 
cles, being  luxuries,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
but  in  such  manner  as  not  to  conflict  with  the 
principles,  policy,  and  spirit  of  the  act  of  Sd 
March,  1833,  commonly  called  the  "compro- 
mise act." 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  amendment 
could  not  be  received,  as  a  motion  to  make  a  bill 
the  special  order  did  not  open  the  merits  of  such  . 
bill. 

Mr.  BARNARD  dissented  from  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair,  but  did  not  appeal  from  the  decision. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  then  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  bis  motion,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DAWSON  wished  to  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
whether  the  money  required  by  the  Treasury  Note 
bill  was  warned  for  immediate  use. 

Mr.  JONE8  replied  that  a  considerable  propor- 
tion of  the  money  would  be  required  to  meet  de- 
mands upon  the  Treasury  during  the  first  quarter 
of  the  present  year.  A  large  portion  was  also  re- 
quired to  pay  pensions  which  would  fall  due  after 
the  4th  of  March.  Likewise  to  meetother  demands 
which  would  fall  due  between  this  time  and  that 
period. 

In  reply  to  a  further  question  [by  Mr.  Dawsoe, 
Mr.  JONES  observed  that  it  was  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  make  provision 
for  all  the  wants  of  the  Government  during  the 
present  year  up  to  the  first  of  January  next  And 
for  himself,  judging  from  the  report  of  the-  Secre- 
tary, he  believed  that  the  means  for  the  year  would 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditures.  But,  owing 
to  the  inequality  of  receipts  and  expenditures  at 
different  portions  of  the  year,  it  was  essentially  ne- 
ccssary  that  a  temporary  provision  should  be  made 
to  enable  the  Treasury  to  meet  demands  upon  it 
during  the  present  quarter,  and  to  transport  money 
to  remote  quarters  where  it  would  be  immediately 
required  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BARNARD  wished  to  know  what  was  the 
motion  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Jones]  to  make  the 
Treasury  note  bill  the  special  order  for  Monday 
next,  which  motion  woald  require  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds.  ' 

After  some  debate  of  a  conversational  character 
between  Messrs.  BARNARD,  BRIGGS,  and 
others,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Jones,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  aJfirmathre 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— -Messrs.  John  W.  Atlen,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Barnard,  Beatty,  Black,  Blackwell,  Boyd, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Bnrke,  Sampson  H.  Butler, 
Wm.  0.  Butler,  Bynum,  John  Campbell,  Carr, 
Carroll,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, William  R.  Cooper,  Crary,  Cross,  Dana, 
John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dickerson, 
Doan,  Dotg,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fill- 
more, Fine,  Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraith,  Garland, 
Griffin,  Grinnell,  Habersham,  Hammond,  Hand, 
John  Hastings,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hoffman, 
Holmfs,  Hopkin-,  Hubbard,  Jameson,  Jenifer, 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kille, 
King,  Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lowell,  Lucas, 
McClellan,  McClure,  McCulloch,  McKay,  Mar- 
cband, Marvin,  Medill,  Miller,  Monroe,  Mon- 
tanya, Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Newhard, 
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Osborne,  Parmenter,  Peck,  Pickens,  Prentiss,  Rey- 
nolds, Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  James  Rogers,  Sal- 
tonstaU,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Thomas  Smithy 
Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sumter,/ 
Francis  Thomas,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, John  B.  Thompson,  Turney,  Vanderpoel, 
David  D.  Wegener,  Welter,  Henry  Williams, 
Lewis  Williams,  Winthrop,  and  Wise — 108. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Andrews, 
•  Baker,  Boardman,  Baits,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Cal- 
houn, Carter,  Chittenden,  Crahb,  Cranston,  Cash- 
ing, Edward  Dairies,  Garrett  Davis,  Deberry,  Ed- 
wards, Everett,  Goggin,  Graham,  Graves,  Green, 
Henry,  Hill  or  Virginia,  James,  Charles  John- 
ston, Kempsball,  Lane,  Lincoln,  Francis  Mallory, 
Morrow,  Nay  lor,  Paten,  Randall,  Rsyner,  Reed, 
Ridgway,  Russell,  Simonton*  81ade,  Stanly,  Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast,  Toland,  Triplett,  Underwood, 
Warren,  John  White,  and  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
liams— 53. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  on  leave,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a 

UNIFORM  SYSTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY 
throughout  the  United  States;   which   was  read 
twice,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  State  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BARNARD  then  moved  tbat  the  bill  be 
made  the  special  order  for  this  day  fortnight;  pend- 
ing which  motion, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Friday,  January  15,  1841. 
'  Mr. 'HUNTINGTON  presented  the  credentials 
of  the  Hon.  THOS.  CLAYTON,  appointed  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  States  of  Delaware  a  Senator 
from  that  State  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March 
next;  which  were  read,  and  placed  on  file. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  the  credentials  of 
the  Hon.  RICHARD  H.  BAYARD,  appointed  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware  a  Sena- 
tor from  that  State  for  six  years  from  the  4  th  of 
March,  1839,  which  were  read,  and  placed  on 
file. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  joint  resolutions  from 
the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  praying 4  legislative  ac- 
tion by  Congress  in  regard  to  the  remission  of  du- 
ties on  railroad  iron  imported  by  that  State;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  memorial  of  Al- 
den  Partridgejpraying  the  abolition  of  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  H.  also  presented  another  memorial  from  the 
same  gentleman,  proposing  a  plan  of  national  edu- 
cation,, to  be  supported  by  a  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for  that  pur- 
pose; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
American  Peace  Society;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  W.  alfo  presented  the  memorial  of  John  M. 
Moody  and  Jerome  Loring;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  a   memorial   of   citi- 
y  /  zens  of  New  York,  praying  the  passage  of  a  gene- 
ral bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  St.  Louis,  praying  the  passage  of  a  general 
bankfnpt  law. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  merchs  n  is  and 
mechanics,  asking,  if  Congress  deem  it  necessary  to 
pass  a  bankrupt  law,  that  banks  and  other  money 
incorporations  may  be  included  therein. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  two  memorials  of  mer- 
chants, manufacturers,  and  others,  designating 
certain  provisions  which  they  deem  important  to 
be  incorporated  in  any  bankrupt  law  tbat  may  be 


These  memorials  were  all  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROBINSON,  the  petition 
and  papers  of  Peters,  Moore  and  Cempany,  now 
on  file,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  DIXON  the  petition  and  pa- 


pers of  Caleb  Mitchell  were  permitted  to  be  with- 
drawn from  the  files  of  the  Senate. 
-  Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  D.  G.  Skin- 
ner; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  petition  of  M. 
M.  duackenboss,  now  on  file,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  and  the  petition  of 
Enoch  Hidden  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub* 
lie  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Samuel  Norris  and  Frederick  Saugraia  of 
Arkansas,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  land  offices  in  Indiana 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

UNIFORM  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  that  the  Senate  now 
take  up  the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy. 

Mr.  KING  asked  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky  whether  he  made  the  motion  for  the  pur- 
dose  of  submitting  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  or  for 
the  purpose  of  discussion  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  replied,  tbat  the  latter  was 
his  object,  and  he  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes  on 
the  motion. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  considered  this  a  motion 
which  would  go  to  the  destruction  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion bill,  and  if  it  were  adopted,  be  should  consider 
the  preemption  bill  voted  down  for  this  session. 
The  adoption  of  a  motion  of  that  magnitude,  at 
this  short  sesssion,  would  be  equivalent  to  a  decla- 
ration tbat  the  Senate  would  not  again  touch  the 
pre-emption  bill  this  session,  and  therefore  he 
should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  WALKER  was  not  willing  that  any  Sena- 
tor, whether  friend  or  foe,  should  create  an  issne 
for  him,  or  dictate  his  course  here  on  this  subject. 
He  was  in  favor  of  a  pre-emption  law;  he  was  also 
in  favor  of  the  cession  bill;  but  much  as  he  favored 
both,  he  knew  there  was  no  bill  ever  introduced 
into  this  body,  in  regard  to  a  speedy  action  on 
which  his  constituents  were  so  unanimous,  as  on 
the  bankrupt  bill.  '  In  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, all  parties,  Whigs  and  Democrats,  credi- 
tors as  well  as  debtors,  solvent  or  insolvent, 
were  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bank- 
rupt bill.  If  there  was  a  single  individual  there 
that  was  opposed  to  it,  he  had  not  the  honor  of  his 
acquaintance.  Under  these  circumstances,  he 
should  feel  it  to  be  his  doty  to  vote  to  take  up  the 
bankrupt  bill;  and  he  would  go  further,  and  say 
that  if  either  the  pre-emption  bill  or  the  bankrupt 
bill  was  to  be  delayed  in  its  passage  for  want  of 
time  at  the  present  session,  he  should  undoubtedly 
prefer  that  the  former  should  be  delayed  rather  than 
the  latter,  for  there  was  more  unanimity  in  his 
State  in  favor  of  speedy  action  upon  the  latter,  and 
more  earnestness  about  its  immediate  passage;  and 
for  this  reason  he  should  vote  for  its  being  taken 
up.  As  the  ayes  and  noes  had  been  called  on 
the  motion  made  for  that  purpose,  he  had  thought 
it  proper  to  make  these  remarks. 

Mr.  KING  was  surprised  at  the  course  taken 
in  regard  to  the  bill  thich  had  been  so  long  under 
discussion;  if  the  motion  now  made  should  prevail, 
it  would  prevent  final  action  on  the  pre-emption 
bill,  although  it  had  been  discussed  day  after  day, 
for  so  many  days,  and  the  discussion  was  now 
coming  to  a  close.  And  yet  when  the  bill  was  in 
that  stage,  a  new  subject  was  urged  upon  the  8e' 
nate,  which  could  not  be  passed  at  the  present  ses- 
sion without  a  discussion  of  some  days.  Were 
Senators  then,  in  this  state  of  affairs,  in  favor  of 
throwing  aaie  a  measure  already  matured  for 
final  action,  and  every  thing  else,  for  a  bill  which 
would  engage  their  attention  so  long? 

Mr.  WALKER.  Yes,  I  am;  for  the  Bank- 
rupt bill  having  passed  at  the  last  session  through 
the  Senate,  after  several  months1  debate,  might  now 
be  carried  immediately  through  this  body,  and 
produce  no  injurious  delay  as  to  the  pre  emption 
bill. 

Mr.  KIN9  observed,  the  Senate  had  taken  up 
a  subject  of  great  importance;  it  had  been  discussed 
with  the  calmness  and  with  the  minuteness  which 


its  importance  required;  and  now,  at  the  eloee  of 
the  discussion,  it  was  to  be  thrown  aside,  and  final 
action  was  to  be  avoided,  that  they  might  take  up 
another  subject  tbat  would  consume  much  of  the 
remaining  time  of  the  session.  If  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  was  friendly,  as  he  said  be  was, 
to  both  these  measures,  he  (Mr.  Kino)  should  con- 
ceive he  would  first  pass  one  of  them,  take  up  the 
other,  and  pass  that  too  as  soon  as  possible;  bat 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi would  appear  to  betray  but  little  friendship 
for  the  pre-emption  bill,  if,  by  voting  for  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  he  should  give  it 
the  go-by. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  intended  to  give  what  he 
knew  would  be  the  vote  of  his  constituents,  if  they 
were  on  that  floor;  and  notwithstanding  the  surprise 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama,  he  should 
persist  in  his  intention  to  vote  for  taking  up  the 
bankrupt  bill,  whenever  a  motion  was  made  to 
take  it  up,  and  to  give  it  the  precedence  of  all  other 
bills  on  the  calendar.  His  constituents  were  more 
deeply  interested  in  the  immediate  passage  Of  the 
bankrupt  bill  then  any  other.  I  They  were  in  favor 
of  a  pre-emption  bill,  and  so  was  be;  they  were  in 
favor  of  the  cession  bill,  and  so  was  be:  but  they 
were  more  deeply  ^interested  in  passing  the  bank* 
rupt  bill  at  the  present  session. 

Mr.  BENTON.    But  one  is  ripe  for  final  action. 

Mr.  WALKER.  And  so  is  ihe  other,  and  had 
already  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  and 
he  hoped  could  now  pass  the  Senate  without  delay; 
and  it  seemed  as  though  the  debate  on  the  pre-emp- 
tion bill  would  be  interminable. 

Mr.  YOUNG  said  it  was  kaown  at  the  last  ces- 
sion that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  bankrupt  bill,  but 
he  was  not  willing  to  give  it  precedence  of  all  other 
bills.  He  was  willing  to  give  it  precedence  of 
all  other  business  after  the  disposal  of  that  which 
had  teen  so  long  under  discussion. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  graduation  bill  was  the 
next  in  order  after  the  pre-emption  bill;  and  as  thejr 
had  been  discussed  together,  it  was  desirable  thai 
they  should  be  disposed  of  together.  But  if  they 
were  to  be  thrown  aside,  and  killed  by  a  aide  blow, 
it  was  perfectly  immaterial  whether  the  blow  came 
from  friend  or  foe;  death  was  death,  come  the  blow 
whence  it  might.  To  throw,  then,  those  bills  by, 
after  they  had  bad  a  full  discussion— for  the  discus- 
sion had  gone  to  both — and  to  take  up  one  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  bankrupt  bill,  on  which  several 
Senators  would  have  something  to  say,  was  to 
throw  them  by  altogether,  and  to  kill  them  by  a 
side  blow. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  should  vote  against  postponing 
the  bills  already  discussed,  to  give  precedence  to 
the  bankrupt  bill;  but  he  had  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  the  Senate  had  abundance  of  time  to  act, 
and  to  act  deliberately,  on  every  subject  then  be- 
fore the  Senate.  He  should  thus  vote,  because  one 
important  measure  was  ready  for  decision;  and 
he  acted  on  this  principle,  that  when  he  had  many 
things  to  do,  he  would  do  one  thing  at  a  time;  and 
he  wonld  do  the  most  important  first. 

Mr.  WALKER  bad  not  made  the  motion  them 
before  the  Senate,  nor  was  he  aware  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  was  about  to  make  it;  but  it 
having  been  made,  he  should  give  such  a  vote  as 
his  constituents  would  give  if  they  were  on  this 
floor.  He  knew  his  cons' ituents  preferred  imme- 
diate action  on  the  bankrupt  bill,  and  tbat  delay,  as 
to  the  passage  of  that  bill,  would  be  more  inju- 
rious to  them  than  delay  as  to  any  other 


sure;  but  he  should  not  have  made  any  remarks,  if 
the  proposition  of  compromise  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  to  take  up  the  bankrupt 
bill  immediately  after  the  pre-emption  bill,  had  not 
been  rejected  by  the  opponents  of  the  bankrupt  bill, 
and  a  disposition  manifested  to  prevent  any  action. 
on  that  bill  at  this  session.  He  said  he  had  no 
fear  that  his  constituents  would  misapprehend  his 
course  on  this  subject,  or  that  any  Senator  on  this 
floor  could  induce  any  one  citizen  of  Mississippi  to 
believe  that  he  was  taking  a  course  hostile  to  the 
pre-emption  system.  Tne  first  act  ever  introduced 
by  him  into  the  Senate,  immediately  after  taking 
his  seat,  was  a  bill  containing  a  prospective  pre- 
emption claure,  and  he  had  accompanied  tbat  bill 
with.an  elaborate  report  in  its  favor.    At  every 
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subsequent  session  be  had  introduced  a  prospective 
hiU.  and  in  1837  such  a  principle  had  received  the 
assent  of  a  majority  of  the  Senate.  He  hoped  both 
the  pre-emption  and  bankrupt  bill  would  paw  at 
the  present  session;  but  the  pre-emption  bill  would 
benefit  his  constituents  as  much  if  passed  a  few 
month*  hence,  as  now;  but  if  action  were  delayed 
inach  longer  on  the  bankrupt  bill,  it  would  be  of 
Hole  use  to  debtor  or  creditor  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
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.  BENTON  observed  that  the  graduation  bill 
was  the  next  in  order. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  that  would  be  death  to  the 
bankrupt  bill,  and  therefore  he  felt  bound  to  vote 
for  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
though  he  should  prefer  such  a  modification  of  the 
motion  as  would  give  it  precedence  after  the  dispo- 
se of  the  bill  which  was  ready  to  be  disposed  of, 
and  thai  till  were  pressed  to  an  immediate  rote. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  was  opposed,  as  was  well 
known,  to  the  bankrupt  bill—ic  had  never  recciv« 
ed  even  the  first  memorial  from  his  own  State  for 
such  a  bill — but,  from  the  last  remark  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Mississippi,  it  would  appear  they  were  to 
have  bat  one  measure  during  the  present  session, 
and  that  measure  was  to  be  the  bankrupt  bill.  Now 
he  (Mr.  Hubbard)  was  in  favor  of  both  the  pre- 
emption and  graduation  bill*,  and  he  sustained  them 
in  consonance  with  resolutions  from  his  own  State; 
and  10  him  it  appeared  that  they  ought  to  act  on 
die  bill  before  them,  (the  pre-emption  bill.)  At  the 
last  session  of  Congress  the  Senate  passed  a  bank- 
rupt bill,  and  the  House  to  which  it  was  then  sent 
for  consideration  had  it  now  again  under  conside- 
ration; but  what  was  the  course  adopted  with  it 
there  (in  the  House  of  Representative*?)  Why,  it 
was  even  refuted  a  consideration— it  was  not  even 
referred  to  a  committee — by  a  majority  of  seven- 
teen, What  would  be  its  fate  now,  he  (Mr.  Hub- 
nan)  knew  not,  but  it  would  be  an  esonomyof 
time  m  wait  for  the  action  of  the  other  House  upon 
mat  bill,  and  therefore  he  hoped  that  the  pre-emp- 
tion bill  would  not  be  postponed, 

Mr.  WALKER  endeavored  to  discharge  bis  do- 
ty to  his  constituents,  but  be  would  agree  to  make 
the  bankrupt  bill  the  special  order  next  after  the 
pre-emption  bill,  if  that  compromise  were  assented 
to,  and  no  other  business  then  taken  up  till  the 
bankrupt  bill  was  pasted. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  that  wonld  not  be  in  o-der. 

Mr.  KING  said  it  could  net  be  made  the  special 
order  next  after  the  pre-emption  bill;  it  could  only 
be  got  at  by  postponing  the  other  special  orders. 

Mr.  NORVELL  was  in  favor  of  both  bills;  and 
as  dm  question  now  stood,  he  felt  himself  placed  in 
a  predicament,  for  he  did  not  wish  his  vote  to  be 
mtsanderstood,  and  therefore  if  the  bankrupt  bill 
could  be  made  the  special  order  next  after  the  pre- 
emption bill,  he  should  be  glad  that  arrangement 


Mr.  CRITTENDEN  did  not  nnderstand  why 
should  not  be  made  the  special  order  next  after  the 
pre-emption  bill. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  gentlemen  might  get  at 
the  bankrupt  bill  in  one  of  two  ways.  It  might  be 
done  by  moving  to  discharge  it  from  the  special  or- 
ders and  put  it  on  the  general  orders,  and  then  it 
could  be  taken  up  at  any  time.  The  other  mode 
was,  to  wait  until  one  o'clock  and  then  move  the 
postponement  of  all  special  and  general  orders, 
to  take  up  this  bill.  These  were  the  only  parlia- 
mentary modes  of  reaching  it. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  perfectly  understood  his 
peaiuon;  he  understood  that  a  majority  of  the  Se- 
nnit had  the  right  to  make  what  order  they  pleased. 

Alter  some  other  observations  from  several  Se- 
nators,      

Mr.  CRFITENDEN  said  be  did  not  wfeh  to  em- 
barrass any  of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  Senate,  he  would  now  withdraw  his 
motion,  but  gave  notice  that  he  would  r«mew  it, 
and  persist  in  it,  as  soon  as  the  measure  under  con- 
sideration was  disposed  of  . 

Mr.  KING.    That  is  right. 

Mr.  BENTON.    That  is  parliamentary. 

The  motion  was  then,  by  unanimous  consent, 
withdrawn. 

fSBMUTCNT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  BILL. 

The  bit)  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 


pre-emption  sysitm9  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pat- 
lie  land*,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
aod  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  special  or- 
der of  the  day,  was  taken  up,  the  question  being 
on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun  to  the 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill  made  by  Mr.  Cbjttem- 
okm. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  resumed  and  continued 
his  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Caluoum,  and  in  favor  of  the  distribution  bill. 
BANKS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  MERRICK  then  moved  that  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed,  and  that 
the  Senate  take  up  the  bill  for  the  re-charter  of  the 
Banks  in  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  if  it  was  important 
to  get  the  bill  to  which  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Maryland  referred,  before  the  other  branch  of 
Congress,  it  was  much  more  important— it  was  all 
important;  to  act  definitely  as  soon  as  possible  on 
the  bill  the  gentleman  desired  to  postpone.  He 
was  sorry  that  the  gentleman  should  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  occupy  so  much  of  the  time  of  the 
Senate  with  motions  to  advance  some  and  to  thurst 
aside  other  measures.  After  some  other  observa- 
tions he  moved  to  lay  tbe  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MERRICK  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes 
thereon,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Alabama  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive—ayes 95,  noes  15,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Pulton,  Henderson,  Hubbard,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nicholson,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Porter,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, 
Williams,  and  Wright- 25. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Clay  of  Ky.  Clayton,  Critten- 
den, Huntington,  Ker,  Knight,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Phelps,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Ruggles,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  and  White— 15.  * 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  then  rose,  aod  addressed  the 
Senate  in  opposition  to  tbe  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Calhouh;  but  before  concluding,  gave  way 
to  a  motion  for  adjournment, 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday,  January  15,  1841. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read, 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  tbe  first  business 
in  order  was  the  motion  to  make  the  bill  to  esta- 
blish 

A  UNIFORM  SYSTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY, 
the  special  order  for  the  28ih  of  the  present  month, 
and  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  ordered; 
and  pending  which  motion,  the  House  bad  ad- 
journed. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  were, 
yeas  57,  nays  96,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Allen, 
Baker,  Barnard,  Boardman,  Bond,  Brewster, 
Brings,  Brockway,  Calhoun,  Carter,  Chinn,  Chit- 
tenden, Cranston,  Cashing,  Edward  Davies,  Daw- 
son, Dellet,  Edwards,  Galbraith,  Gates,  aid- 
dings,  Goode,  Granger,  Grinnell,  Hand,  Henry, 
Hoffman,  James,  Charles  Johnston,  Kempshall, 
King,  Lincoln,  Meredith  Mallory,  Mason,  Mon- 
roe, Moremn,  Naylor,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Peck, 
Randall,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Sal' 
tonstall,  Sergeant,  Simonton,  Strong,  8tuart,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  David  D.  Wege- 
ner,  T.  W.  Williams,  and  Winthrop— 57. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks, 
Beatty,  Black,  Blackwell,  Botts,  Boyd,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  John  Camp- 
bell, Carroll,  Casey,  Clifford,  Connor,  W.  R.Coop- 
er, Craig,  Crary,  Cross,  Dana,  Deberry,  Dickerson, 
Doan,  Doig,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine, 
Fisher,  Garland,  Gerry,  Goggin,  Graham,  Griffin, 
Habersham,  John  Hastings,  Hawes,  JIawkins, 
Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hopkins,  Hubbard, 
Jameson,  Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Kille, 
Lane,  Leadbetter,  Leonard,  Lowell,  Lucas,  Mc- 
carty, McClellan,  McClure,  McCulloch,  McKay 
Francis  Mallory,  Marcnand,  Miller,  Montanya, 
Mon  goraery,  Morris,  Parrish,  Paynter,  Pickens, 
Pope,  Premifrs,  Profit',  Rariden,  Rayner,  Rey- 
nolds, Rives,  James  Roger*,   Russell,  Samuels, 


Shaw,  Shepard,  Tromas  Smith,  Steenrod,  Swearin- 
gen,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  F.  Thomas,  Philip  F. 
Thomas,  Trioktt,  Trumbull,  Turney,  Warren, 
Watterson,  Weller,  J.  W.  Williams,  Henry  Wil- 
liams, Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  and 
Wise— 96 

So  the  House  refused  to  make  bill  the  specie 
order  for  the  28  h  instant. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  was  then  about  to  proceed, 
when 

Mr.  RIVES  hoped  the  gentleman  would  yield 
the  floor  for  one  moment,  in  order  that  he  might  of- 
fer the  following  resolution,calling  for  papers  con- 
nected with  the  case: 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  re- 
quested to  toueastfftpaaarfuas  tecum  to  Samuel 
Hart,  esq.  proihonotary  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  far  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  di- 
recting the  said  Samuel  Hart,  esq.  to  appear  per- 
soaally,  or  by  deputy,  before  this  House,  at  one 
o'clock,  p.  m.  on  Monday,  tbe  18th  instant,  with 
he  election  returns  and  other  papers  on  file  in  hit 
office,  relating  to  the  Congressional  electwn  in  the 
Third  Congressional  District  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  1838,  there  to  be  examined  in  evidence 
in  the  case  of  contested  election  now  pending  be- 
tween C.  J.  Ingkrsoll  and  Charles  NATLom,from 
the  said  Congressional  District. 

Mr.  WISE  objecting, 

Mr.  RIVES  said  if  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania would  give  him  the  floor,  he  would  move  a 
suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  if  any  member 
objected,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  could 
not  yieid  the  floor. 

Mr.  RIVES  was  again  about  to  urge  his  request, 
when 

Mr.  WISE  called  him  to  order. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  then  proceeded  in  bis  reply 
to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Natlob,  and  having  con' 
eluded  at  a  quarter  past  two  o'clock, 

Mr.  NAYLOR  made  a  brief  rejoinder,  after 
which,  the  question  pending  being  on  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  majority  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  declaring  Mr.  Naylor  to  have  been  duly 
elected— 

'  Mr.  JAMESON  believing  that  no  good  would 
arise  from  further  discussion,  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  MEDILL,  a  member  of  the  Committee  ot 
Elections,  hoped  the  gentleman  would  withdraw 
the  call  for  the  previous  question,  as  he  wished  to 
offer— (The  confusion  which  prevailed  prevented 
tbe  Reporter  from  hearing  the  remainder  of  the 
sentence.) 

Mr.  WISE  hoped  the  Committee  of  Elections 
would  be  permitted  to  say  any  thing  they  thought 
proper  on  tbe  subject. 

Mr.  JAMESON  said  he  regretted  that  his  sense 
of  duty  would  not  permit  him  to  withdraw  the  call 
for  the  previous  question;  for  if  the  committee  were 
permitted  to  give  their  views,  other  members  would 
wiah  to  reply,  and  there  would  be  no  knowing 
where  the  discussion  and  excitement  would  end. 
He  therefore  persisted  iff  his  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  call  for  tbe  previous  question  was  then  se- 
conded by  the  House,  and  the  main  question,  on 
agreeing  to  the  resolution  of  the  committee,  ordered 
to  be  put. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  after  observing  that  but  few 
members  ware  in  their  seats,  moved  a  call  of  the 
House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  a  motion  for  a  call  ot 
tbe  House  could  not  be  entertained  after  the  pre- 
vious question  had  been  ordered. 

At  the  request  of  several  members,  the  resolu- 
tion was  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  Chaules  Navloe  was  duly  elect* 
ed  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  Twenty-sixth  Congres9,from  the  Third  Congres- 
sional District  of  Pennsylvania. 

There  not  being  a  fnU  attendance  of  members, 
and  it  not  being  in  order  to  move  a  call  of  the 
House, 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  thought  that,  as  ibis  was 
an  impoitant  question,  the  better  plan  would  be  to 
adjourn,  and  take  the  vole  in  the  morning,  when 
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there  might  be  a  fall  House.    He  therefore  made 
that  motion. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  if  the  tim$  when  the  motion 
was  made  (half  past  two)  would  be  entered  on  the 
journal. 
The  BREAKER  said  it  would. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  by  yeas  and  nay5,  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Beatty,  Black,  Black- 
well,  Brewster,  Burke,  Clifford,  -  Coles,  Wm.  R. 
Cooper,  Ctary,  Cross,  Dana,  Davee,  Dlckerson, 
Doan,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Everett,  Fine, 
Floyd,  Fornance,  Gerry,  Hammond,  Hand,  John 
Hastings,  Hawes,  Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hillen, 
HubbaraVameson,Keim,Kille,I>adbetter,Leonard, 
Lowell,  Marehand,  Medill,  Montgomery,  S.  W. 
Morris,  Parrish,  Parmen'er,  Prentiss,  Reynolds, 
Rives,  Rogers,  Shaw,  Thomas  Smith,  Strong,  Tay- 
lor, P.  F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Turney,  Van- 
derpoe),  David  D.  Wagener,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Henry  Williams,  and  Christopher  H.  Williams 
—68. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adam?,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Banks,  Baker,  Barnard,  Boardman,  Bond, 
Bott8,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Samp- 
son H.  Baiter,  John  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell, 
Carroll,  Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Connor,  Crabb, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cashing,  Edward  Da- 
vjes,'  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Garrett  Davis, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Del  let,  {Doe,  Edwards,  Evans, 
Fillmore,  Fisher,  Garland,  Goggin,  Good*,  Gra- 
ham, Granger,  Graves,  Griffin,  Habersham,  Haw- 
kins, Hill  of  Virginia,  Hoffman,  James,  Jenifer, 
Chas.  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm.  Cost  John- 
son, Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jenes,  Kempshall, 
King,  Lane,  Lincoln,  Lucas,  McClellan,  McClure, 
McCnlloch,  McKay,  Francis  Mallory,  Marvin, 
Miller,  Monroe,  Moore,  Morgan,  Nisbet,  Palen, 
Paynter,  Peck,  Randall,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Retd, 
Ridgway,  James  Rogers,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sa- 
muels, Sergeant,  Albert  Smith,  Truman  Smith, 
8tanly,  Snenrod,  Stuart,  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  Fran- 
cis Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson,  John  B.  Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood, 
Peter  J.  Wagner,  Warren,  Weller,  John  White,  T. 
W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.Wil- 
liams, Winthrop,  and  Wise— 111. 
So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 
And  the  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  observed,  it  was  highly  desira- 
ble that  there  should  be  a  full  attendance  before  the 
vole  was  taken,  acd  he  hoped  the  House  would 
consent  to  a  call. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  such  a  motion  could 
be  entertained  only  by  general  consent,  as  it  was  not 
permitted  by  the  rules. 
And  there  being  no  objection, 
Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  there  be  a  call  ol 
the  Housej  which  morion  was  seconded/and  a  call 
ordered. 

The  Clerk  tailed  the  roll;  when  194  members 
answered  to  their  names. 
.  The  doors  were  then  closed  ^and  the  Clerk  direct- 
ed to  call  the  names  of  the  absentees. 
.  Mr.  MASON  moved  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings in  the  call  be  dispensed  with,  and  on.that  mo- 
tion 

Mr.  ATHERTON  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken  were 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  &.  Adams,  Alford,  John 
W.  Allen,  Andrews,  Banks,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bell, 
Blackwell,  Boardman,  Bond,  Briggs,  Brockway, 
Sampson  H.  Butler,  Calhoun,  John  Campbell, 
Carr,  Carroll,  Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chinn, 
Coles,  Connor,  James  Cooper,  Crabb,  Cranston, 
Crary,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  John  W.  Davis, 
Garrett  Davis,  Deberry,  Dellef,  Doan,  Doe,  Ed- 
wards, Evans,  Fillmore,  Fisher,  Gentry,  Goggin, 
Graham,  Granger,  Graves,  Green,  Griffin,  Grin- 
uell,  Habersham,  Hall,  Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia, 
Jiill  of  North  Carolina,  Hoffman,  Hubbard,  Hunt, 
Jenifer,  Charles  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wil- 
liam Cost  Johnson,  Cave  Johnsen,  Kempshall, 
King,  Lane,  Lincoln,  Francis  Mallory,  Marvin, 
Mason,  Monrce,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W. 
Morris,  Morrow,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Palen,  Paynter, 
Pecjc,  Pickens,  Randall,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Reed, 
Hjdaway,  Edward    Rogers,    Russell,  Saltonstall, 


Sergeant,  Simonton,  Slade,  Albert  Smith,  Truman 
Smith,  Stanly,  Stuatt,  Sumpter,  Taliaferro,  Waddy 
Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Trip- 
lets Trumbull,  Underwood,  Peter  J.  Wagner, 
Warren,  Watterson,  John  White,  Thomas  W. 
Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Winthrop,  and  Wise— 
115. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Beatty,  Boyd, 
Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burke,  William  0. 
Butler,  By  num,  Clifford,  W.  R.  Cooper,  Cross,  Dana, 
Thomas  Dave;,  Edward  Davies,  John  Davis, 
Dickerson,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Everett, 
Fine,  Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraitb,  Gerry,  Goode, 
Hammond,  Hand,  John  Hastings,  Hillen,  Hop- 
kins, James,  Jameson,  Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leonard, 
Lowell,  Lucas,  McClellan,  McClure,  McCulioch, 
McKay,  Marehand,  Medill,  Miller,  Newhard, 
Parrish,  Parmenter,  Prentiss,  Reynolds,  Rives, 
James  Rogers,  Samuels,  Shaw,  f  Starkweather, 
Steenrod,  Strong,  Tavlor,  Francis  Thomas,  Philip 
F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Toland,  Turney, 
Vanderpoel,  Weller,  Jared  W.  Williams,  and 
Henry  Williams— 66. 

So  all  further  proceedings  in  the  call  were  dis- 
pensed with. 
The  resolution  was  again  read;  after  which 
Mr.  TAYLOR  of  Ohio  moved  to  adjourn,  bat 
the  motion  wss  negatived  by  tellers  as  follows: 
ayes  86.  noes  106. 

Mr.  WATTERSON  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  WISE  desired  to  know  whether,  in  case  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  tablo  should  prevail,  the  sitting 
member,  Mr.  Nat  lor,  would  not  remain  in  his 
seat. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  motion,  should  it  prevail. 

Mr.  JENIFER  wished  to  know  whether,  this 
being  a  privileged  question,  it  could  not  be  again 
called  up  at  any  time. 
The  SPEAKER  said  it  could.  . 
The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  then  with- 
drawn. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  neas  and  nays, 
asjfollows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Andrews,  Banks,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Boardman, 
Bend,  Bolts,  Briggs,  Brockway,  8.  H.  Butler,  W. 
O.  Butler,  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll,  Carter,  Casey,  Chrno, 
Chittenden,  James  Cooper,  Crabb,  Cranston, 
Crockett,  Cunis,  Cushing,  Edward  Davies,  John 
W.  Davis,  Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Del- 
let,  Doe,  Edward*,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore, 
Fisher,  Garland,  Gates,  (Jen  try,  Giddings,  Go*gin, 
Goode,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves,  Green,  Grin- 
nell,  Habersham,  Hall,  Wm.  S.  Hastings,  Hawes, 
Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North  Carolina, 
Hoffman,  Hunt,  James,  Jenifer,  Charles  Johnston, 
William  Cost  Johnson,  Kempshall,  King,  Lane, 
Lincoln,  Francis  Mallory,  Marvin,  Mason,  Mon- 
roe, Moore,  Morgan,  Calvary  Morns,  Morrow, 
Nisbet,  Osborne,  Palen,  Peck,  Pope,  Randall, 
Rariden,  Rayner,  Reed,  Rhett,  Ridgway,  Russell, 
Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Sbepard,  Simon  ton,  Slade, 
Truman  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Staniy,  Smart, 
Sumter,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Jvhn  B. 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Triplett,  Trum- 
bull, Underwood^P.  J.  Wagner,  Warren,  J.  White, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Winthrop, 
aod  Wise— 116. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Beattv,  Blackwell, 
Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burke,  B) num,  Chap- 
man, Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  Wm.  R.  Cooper, 
Crary,  Dana,  Davee,  John  Davis,  Dickerson, 
Doan,  Dow,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine, 
Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraitb,  Gerry,  Griffin,  Ham- 
mond, Hand,  John  Hastings,  Hawkins,  Hillen, 
Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones', 
Keim,  Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leonard,  Lowell,  Lucas, 
McClellan,  McClure,  McCulioch,  McKay,  Mar- 
ehand, Medill,  Miller,  Montanya,  Montgomery, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Newhard,  Parritb,  Parmenter, 


Paynter.  Prentiss,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Edw.  Rogers, 
James  Rogers,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Albert  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Strong*,  Swearingen, 
Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Philip  F.Thomas,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Tuxney,  Vanperpoel,  D.  D.  Wagener, 
Watterson,  Weller,  Jared  W.  Williams,  and  Henry 
Williams— 85. 

So  Mr.  NiTLoa  was  declared  to  have  been  duly 
elected,  and,  as  such,  entitled  to  a  seat  until  the 
closs  of  the  present  Congress. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  8ENATE, 

8iturdat,  January  16, 1841. 
Mr.  YOUNG  presented  two  petitions  of  citizens 
of  Illinois  and  Iowa,  praying  the  establishment  of 
certain  mail  routes;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  (he  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Arkansas,  praying  fur  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  improvement  of  the  Washitta  river; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 

Mr.  S.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  same 
body,  praying  that  inspectors  of  steamboats  may 
be  appointed  for  the  rivers  of  the  State  of  Arkan- 
sas; which  was  referred  tojthe  Committee  on  Com- 
meree. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  the'  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Arkansas,  asking  that  lands  may  he 
appropriated  in  lieu  of  those  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  salt  springs  owned  by  the  United  States;  which 
wss  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  F.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  the  tame 
body,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a  bill  ceding  the 
public  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  on  cer- 
tain conditions.  The  conditions  are  similar  to 
those  prescribed  by  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, now  under  discussion.  The  memorial  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MOUTON  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Red  River  Railroad  Company,  praying  a  remission 
of  duties  on  railroad  iron;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Lu2erne  county,  Pa.  praying  the  pas- 
sage of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which,  as  a  bill  has 
been  reported,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  memorial  of  ci- 
tizens of  Jackson  county,  Michigan,  praying  the 
passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  the  pas- 
sage of  a  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  memorial  of  Isaac 
Garrison;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Poblic  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Jesse  Carpenter;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  respecting  the  heirs  of  Ag- 
nes Dunda?;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  se- 
cond reading. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  ML 
M.  Ctuackenboss,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  an  arrangement 
or  compromise  with  any  of  the  sureties  on  bonds 
given  to  the  United  States  by  Samnel  SwartwoQ*, 
late  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  port  of  New 
York;  which  was  read,  and  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  Eag'c  Railroad  and  Lumber 
Company,  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  YOUNG,  from  the  Committee  on  Romls 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road  in  the  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROANE,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pers of  Gen.  Thomas  Nelson,  now  on  file,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Ciaint*; 
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md  the  petition  and  papers  of  B.  B.  Sanders  were 
permitted  to  Ik  withdrawn  from  die  files  of  the 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
Uaited  States,' n  reported  the  same  without  amend- 


Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  submitted  in*  follow* 
tog  resolutions,  which  were  considered  and  agreed 
to: 

Jhuefat,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  plan  of 
a  permanent  change  in  the  tariff,  the  details  and 
general  principles  of  which  he  states,  in  his  annual 
report  of  the  7th  ultimo,  he  has  considered,  and  on 
which  he  is  ready  to  report,  at  any  moment  either 
House  of  Congress  might  express  a  wish  to  that 
effect* 

Jfesofcetf,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
also  directed  to  report,  as  soon  as  practicable,  a 
plan  of  assessing  the  value  of  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  in- 
stead of  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  registering  and  enrolment  of 
such  foreign  ships  as  shall  be  sold  to  American  ci- 
tizens under  the  order  or  decree  of  any  court  of 
the  United  States,  made  on  process  of  law,  though 
the  same  may  not  have  been  built  in  the  U.  States. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration,  which  lays  over: 

Rmolvcd,  That  the  Senate  will  proceed,  on  Mon- 
day next,  at  one  o'clock,  to  elect  a  Sergeant-at- 
Anns  in  the  place  of  Stephen  Haight,  esq.  de- 
eeared. 

SUGAR    AND    1UMT    DRAWBACKS.  AND  FISHING 
BOUNT1BS  AND  AJLLOWaNCBS. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  submit  a  resolution  in  re- 
lation to  drawbacks  on  exported  refined  sugar  and 
nun,  inanufaetureJ  out  of  foreign  materials,  and 
in  relation  to  the  fishing  bounties  and  allowances; 
mad  as  it  was  a  subject  on  which  he  had  heretofore 
moved,  and  that  frequently,  without  effect,  he  said 
he  felt  it  to  be  incumbent  upon  him  to  give  some 
reasons  to  the  Senate  for  again  venturing  to  trouble 
than  with  it  Undismayed  by  former  miscar- 
riages, he  would  go  on  with  his  efforts,  whether  ste- 
rile or  successful,  until  the  evils  were  cured,  or  un- 
til his  Senatorial  service  ceased;  and  he  felt  very 
certain  of  mating  out  a  case  for  legislative  inter- 
ference, whether  he  succeeded  in  procuring  it  or 
not.  His  resolution  embraced  three  points  of 
abuse,  and  he  would  take  them  up  singly,  in  order 
to  present  his  remarks  with  mora  distinctness  and 


Be  began  with  the  sugar  drawback.  He  said 
it  was  now  twelve  years  since  our  erroaeous  legis- 
lation began  on  that  point,  and  he  had  the  fate,  or 
fortune  at  that  time  to  point  out  the  error  and  to 
predict  its  consequences.  This  was  in  the  year 
1898,  when  the  drawback  on  exported  refined  su- 
gar, without  any  increase  of  duty  on  the  foreign  ar- 
tiste oat  of  which  it  was  manufactured,  was  in- 
creased twenty  per  cent ;  that  is  to  say,  was  raised 
f com  four  cents  to  five  cents  a  pound,  the  duty  on  im- 
potted  brown  sugar  remaining  at  three  cents  a 
pound.  To  this  increase  he  tben  objected,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  restore  more  duty,  in  the 
shape  of  drawback,  than  had  been  p£d  on  the*  im- 
ported sugar;  that  this  excess  of  duty  would  be  a 
naked  bounty  out  o£rte  Treasury  on  a  manufac- 
tured article,  and  tbaTtbe  consequence  would  be  a 
great  increase  in  the  importation  of  foreign  sugar, 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  heme  production,  and  a 
great  increase  in  the  amount  of  drawback  paid,  to 
the  injury  of  the  Treasury.  These  were  the  objec- 
Hom  which  he  made  to  the  act  of  1898,  and  the 
proof  of  their  correctness  was  quickly  forthcoming. 
The  increase  in  the  imports  of  brown  sugar  nearly 
doubled  in  five  year*;  it  rose  from  50,000,000  of 
pounds  to  90,000,000.  The  increase  in  the  draw- 
back* exceeded  all  calculation:  it  ro*e  in  three 
years  from  about  #2,000  (to  be  precise,  $2,045)  to 
|84,9301  Such  was  (be  fruit  of  the  fitst  error 
committed  in  1828. 


The  second  error  was  committed  seven  years 
ago;  it  was  committed  in  the  famous  com* 
promise  act  of  1833.  That  act  provided  for  a  re- 
duction of  duties  on  all  imported  articles,  to  be 
made  periodically,  and  to  be  brought  down  in  1842 
to  an  ad  valorem  of  20  per  centum,  but  it  made  no 
provision  for  a  corresponding  reduction  of  draw- 
backs, when  the  imported  article  was  exported  in 
a  manufactured  or  altered  shape.  Looking  upon 
this  defect  as  an  oversight  in  the  framers  of  the 
bill,  he  ventured  to  propose  an  amendment  to  re- 
medy the  omission,  when  the  bill  was  before  the 
Senate.  He  submitted  an  amendment;  it  was 
voted  upon  by  the  Senate,  and  rejected .  Toe  com- 
promise bill  then  went  into  operation,  and  gave  in- 
creased vigor  to  the  error  of  1838.  It  increased  the 
sugar  importations  in  six  years  from  near  one 
hundred  millions  to  near  two  hundred  millions  of 
pounds;  and  it  increased  th?  drawback  from  about 
|80.000  to  upwards  of  f  600,000.  The  amount  paid 
in  1840  was  f  61 1,000;  with  an  indication  of  inordi- 
nate increase— the  amount  of  |75.000,being  already 
drawn  by  a  single  refiner  (Woolsey)  at  a  single  city 
(New  York)  in  the  fiist  ten  days  of  the  present  year. 
As  the  sugar  duty  is  now  reduced  40  per  cent,  under 
the  compromise  act,  and  the  drawback  wa*  already 
too  high  by  20  per  cent,  under  the  act  of  1823,  it  fol- 
lows that  six- tenths  of  all  the  drawback  on  refined 
sugar  exported  last  year,  was  a  naked  bounty  of 
the  Treasury,  in  flagrant  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  the  great  enrichment  of  a  few  individuals, 
and  to  the  deep  injury  of  the  Treasury.  Justice  to 
the  Constitution  and  the  Treasury  requires  this 
evil  to  be  stopped;  it  has  certainly  reached  a -point 
high  enough  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  to  command  a  remedy.  If  it  has  not,  it 
will  by  next  year,  when  the  drawback  will  become 
nearly  ail  clear  bounty — when  near  two  millions  of 
dollars  will  be  required  to  pay  it— when  the  whole 
sugar  revenue  of  the  Union  will  bo  inadequate  to 
the  payment— and  when  moneys  must  be  borrowed, 
or  raised  by  other  taxes,  to  meet  the  demand. 

The  next  article  he  would  men'bn  was  that  of 
the  rum  drawback.  It  was  small,  in  comparison 
to  the  drawback  on  sugar,  but  was  ati'l  an  evil  de- 
serving of  legislative  interposition.  The  error  in 
this  article  began  in  the  compromise  act,  an  1  had 
been  running  on  since  its  passage.  The  amend- 
ment which  he  then  offered,  and  which  he  had  re- 
ferred to,  was  intended  to  embrace  the  rum,  as  well 
as  the  sogar  drawback.  It  was  rejected  by  the  Se- 
nate; and  consequently,  as  the  doty  on  molasses 
went  down,  and  the  drawback  remained  stationary, 
a  part  of  the  drawback  became  clear  bounty,  and 
stimulated  the  distiller  to  earn  more  of  it.  The 
drawback  on  exported  rum  has,  therefore,  increased 
ten  or  twenty  fold:  it  has  risen  from  one  or  two 
thousand  dollars  to  022,000.  The  molasses  duty 
being  reduced  about  40  per  centum,  it  resulted  that 
four-tenths  of  this  drawback  was  a  naked  bounty 
.out  of  the  Treasury;  and  to  that  extent  was  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  as  well  as  a  pecuniary  loss. 
After  1842,  if  nothing  is  done,  four-fifths  of  this 
rum  drawback  will  be  naked  bounty. 

The  third  and  last  srticle  which  be  took  up  was 
the  fishing  bounties  and  allowances.  The  erro- 
neous legislation  on  this  point  commenced,  he  said, 
in  the  year  1830,  when  the  duty  on  salt  was  reduced 
one-half  (by  two  annual  reJuetions)  and  no  corre- 
sponding reduction  made  in  the  tithing  bounties  and 
allowances  founded  upon  that  duty;  and  was  con- 
tinued by  the  compromise  act  which  provided  for 
further  periodical  reductions  of  the  salt  tax  with- 
out any  corresponding  reduction  of  the  fishing 
bounties  and  allowances.  He  had  attempted  to 
expose  this  error,  and  to  correct  it,  on  both  the*e 
occasions,  but  without  success.  No  diminution  of 
the  fishing  bounties  and  allowances  could  be  effect- 
ed; consequently,  they  have  been  rising  while  the 
doty  has  been  going  down.  The  dutv  on  salt  has 
sunk  about  two-thirds,  say  from  20  cents  per 
bushel  to  about  six;  the  fishing  bounties  have  risen 
about  one-thirJ,  that  is  to  say,  from  about 
$220,000  to  about  $330,000.  Two-thirds  of 
this  sum  cesses  to  be  founded  on  the  salt  duty, 
coniequently  becomes  a  bounty  act  of  the  Treasury; 
and,  like  the  exces&Jin  the  sugar  and  rum  draw- 
backs, becomes  to  that  extent  a  gratuiiy  from  the 
Treasury,  and  an  infraction  of  the  Constitution. 


Fur  ten  years  the  Treasury  has  bsen  paying  this 
gratuity  to  the  cod  fisheries,  beginning  at  about 
1 100  000  of  gratuity,  and  reaching  last  year  about 
§220,000  of  gratuity.  This  year  it  will  be  still 
larger;  and  in  1842,  when  the  compromise  hai 
reduced  the  salt  tax  to  an  ad  valorem  of  twenty  per 
cent,  the  amount  paid  will  be  still  increased,  and 
nearly  (he  whole  will  be  a  naked  gratuity,  and  the 
salt  tax  not  sufficient  to  pay  it.  The  tax,  on  our 
average  importations  of  about  one  million  of  dol- 
lars* worth,  will  be  only  $200,000;  while  the  boun- 
ties and  allowances,  increasing  as  for  some  years 
past  (and  the  temptation  to  increase  becomes 
stronger  every  day)  will  be  about  $400,000. 
The  spectacle  will  then  be  presented  of  aa 
entire  nation  taxed  in  its  salt  for  the  sake  of 
presenting  tho  amount  to  few  thousand  fisher- 
men, and  the  product  of  the  tax  not  being  sufficient, 
other  taxes  must  make  up  the  deficiency. 

He  said  he  had  been  raising  his  voice  "jelifary 
aid  alone"  for  years  pan,  to  wake  up  the  Senate 
and  the  country  to  the  errors  of  our  legislation  in 
relation  to  the  three  points  to  which  he  now  called 
attention — the  sugar  drawback,  the  rum  drawback, 
and  the  fishing  bounties  and  allowances.  He  bad 
been  raisiog  bis  voice  solitarily  to  this  effect:  be  had 
been  standing  almost  alone  up  to  the  present  timet 
but  at  last  other  veices  had  come  to  his  assistance. 
The  collector  of  the  port  at  New  York,  (Mr. 
Hoyt,)  pours  into  the  Treasury  Department  a  con- 
tinued succession  of  letters  to  show  th;  alarm- 
ing amounts  of  the  sugar  drawbacks,  and 
the  rapidity  of  their  increase;  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  (Mr.  Woodbury,)  both  in  his  annual 
report  on  the  finances,  and  in  a  late  recommenda- 
tion for  the  usue  of  five  or  six  mi  lions  of  Treasu- 
sury  notes,  has  called  the  attention  of  Congress  both 
to  the  sugar  drawbacks  and  the  fishing  bounties 
and  allowance?;  and  has  earnestly  called  for  some 
legislative  action  to  protect  the  Treasury  from  their 
heavy  drains.  The  drains  were  indeed  heavy,  and 
might  well  make  the  Secretary  begin  to  cry  out. 
They  were  near  a  million  of  dollars  last  year,  will 
probably  be  near  two  millions  next  year,  and  three 
the  year  after  if  not  arrested.  Two  thirds  of  what 
is  now  drawn,  is  unjustly  and  unconstitutionally 
drawn;  as  the  duties  increase  this  proportion  in- 
creaser,  and  twill  soon  be  three-fourths  or  four- 
fifths.  Mr.  Benton  then  submitted  his  resolu- 
tion, as  follows; 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing 
the  drawbacks  on  refined  sugar  and  rum,  manufac- 
tured out  of  foreign  materials,  and  exported, in  pro- 
portion to  the  reduction  which  has  taken  place,  and 
will  take  place, under  existing  laws,in  the  duties  on 
imported  sugar  and  molasses;  also  of  reducing  the* 
fishing  bounties  and  allowances  in  proportion  to 
the  reduction  which  has  taken  place*  and  shall  take 
place,  under  existing  laws,  in  the  duty  on  imported 
salt. 

The  resolution  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  bills  were  considered  as  in  com- 
mittee of  then  hole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading: 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  encourage  the  introd notion,  and  promote  tie 
cultivation,  of  tropical  plants,"  approved  seventh 
July,  1833. 

The  bill  to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of 
claims  for  lands  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  east  of 
the  Pearl  river,  and  south  of  the  thirij  -first  degres 
of  nor  h  latitude. 
PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  public 
lauds,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  special  order  of 
the  day,  was  taken  up,  the.  question  being  on  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun  to  the  motion 
to  recommit  fte  bill  mane  by  Mr.  Crittenden. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  resumed  and  concluded  the  re- 
marks commenced  yesterday  in  opposition  to  Mr. 
Calhoun's  amendment,  and  in  favor  of  that  of  Mr. 
Cbittknden. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  then  rose,  and  expressed 
hi* 'intention  of  submitting  some  remarks,  but 
yielded  to  a  general  wi*h  for  adjournment. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OP  RRPRE3RNTATIVES, 
Satuboay,  January  16,  1841. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  South  Carolina  asked  leave 
to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Mooted,  That  Charles  J.  Inge'rsoll  be  paid  the 
mileage  and  per  diem  of  a  member  of  Congress  up 
to  the  time  that  the  case  of  the  contested  election 
between  himself  and  Charles  Mat  lor,  from  the 
Third  Congressional  Distrioi  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  decided  by  the  House, 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  and  thereupon  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  suggested  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  the  introduction  of  a 
clause  providing  for  a  deduction  from  the  per  diem 
allowance  and  mileage  paid  last  session  to  Mr.  In- 
gereoll  for  witnesses  and  taking  testimony.  If  such 
a  clause  should|  be  inserted,  he,  Mr.  S.  would  vote 
for  the  resolution. 

But  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered, 
were  then  taken,  and  resulted—yeas  55,  nays  85, 
as  follows: 

YEA8— Messrs.  Alford,  Atherton,  Brewster, 
Briggs,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  John  Campbell, 
Carroll,  China,  Clifford,  William  R.  Cooper,  Craig, 
Crockett,  Dana,  John  W.  Davis,  Dawson,  Doig, 
Earl,  Ely,  Fine,  Fisher,  Floyd,  aalbraitb,  Gerry, 
Hammond,  Joseph  Johnson,  Kille,  Lowell,  Mc- 
Clure,  Marcnand,  Miller,  Montanya,  Montgome- 
ry, Nisbet,  Parrish,  Pickens,  Prentiss,  Reynold*, 
Rhett,  Edward  Rogers,  James  Rogers,  Shaw, 
Starkweather,  8teenrod,  Strong,  Sumter,  Swea* 
ringen,  Ssreney,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, Vanderpoel,  Weller,  Wick,  Jarcd  W.  Wil- 
liams, and  Worthington— 55. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Andrews,  Banks,  Ba- 
ker, Barnard,  Blackwell,.  Boardman,  Bond,  Botis, 
Breckenridfe,  Brock  way,  Calhoun,  Carr,  Carter, 
Casey,  Chittenden,  Connor,  Cranston,  Cushing, 
Edward  Davie*,  Garrett  Davis,  Deberry,  Dellet, 
Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Garland, 
Gates,  Giddiogs,  Goggin,  Goode,  Granger,  Green, 
Griffin.  Grinnell,  Hall,  Henry,  Hill  of  N.  C.  Hop 
kins,  Hubbard,  James,  Chacles  Johnston,  Cave 
Johnson,  Kempshall,  King,  Lucas,  McCarty,  Mc- 
C)el|an,  McKay,  F.  Mallory,  Marvin,  Mason, 
Morgan,  C.  Jtforns,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Peck,  Prof- 
fit,  Randall,  Rariden,  *Reod,  Ridgway,  Russell, 
Saltonstall,  Samuels,  Sergeant,  Simontoo,  John 
Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Thos.  Smith,  Stuart,  Tay- 
lor, Waddy  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Til* 
lingbast,  Toland,  Trumbull,  Turney,  Watterson, 
Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christo- 
pher H.  Williams,  Wiathrop,  and  Wise— 85. 
m   So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  PROFF1T  asked  leave  t )  introduce  a  reso- 
lution calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  information  as  to  what  particular  appropriations 
that  officer  is  of  opinion  may  be  dispensed  with 
during  the  present  year. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  PROFFIT  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules; 
which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  R1YES,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
on  leave,  reported  a  resolution  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment to  Mr.  Carlisle,  clerk  of  the  committee,  an 
extra  compensation  of  42  per  day  for  the  great  la- 
bor he  was  compelled  to  perform  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  the  reso- 
lution was  laid  on  the  table. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
.  Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  back  to  the  House,  without  amendment, 
Senate  bills  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Keller  a 
Henry  Stone;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  John  E. 
Cispbam; 

which  were  severally  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GIDD1NGS,  the  Commit  ee 
of  Claims  was  discharged  from  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  petitions  of  George  Fi  her,  William 
B.  Whitehead,  James  Pennovcr,  S.  B.  Tuck,  Dr.  F. 
Weed**,   Lavina  York,   Geoige  W.    Walton, 


and  William  Clendening;  which  reports  were  or- 
dered to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  J.  W.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Dallam  and  Hamburg;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CURTIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  back  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment, Senate  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  refund  to 
Noah  Miller  and  others  a^part  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  British  sloop  Mary  and  cargo,  which, 
were  captured  by  them,  and  libelled  and  sold  for 
the  benefit  of  the  United  States;*'  which  bill  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  WINTHROP,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Eldridge; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  ship  Lex- 
ington, of  Nantucket;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  schooner  Joseph,  of 
Wareham; 

which  were  severally  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HABERSHAM,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  ex- 
tend the  limits  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  passed 
on  the  9th  day  of  February,  1837;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  H.  also  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
the  memorial  of.  merchants  and  ship  owners  of 
Richmond  and  Petersburg,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
in  favor  of  a  marine  hospital  at  City  Point;  which 
report  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reportsd  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  agreed  to: 

Besotted,  That  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  the 
annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gene- 
ral Land  Office,  together  with  the  maps,  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  House:  Provided,  The  same 
plates  can  be  used,  npon  which  the  same  maps 
furnished  the  Senate  have  been  printed,  and  with- 
out any  additional  expense  for  engraving. 

Mr.  CRARY,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  autho- 
rize the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
petfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and 
a  to  settle  the  claims  to  tbe  vacant  and  unappro- 
priated lands  within  the  same/*  passed  the  18th  day 
of  April,  1806. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  CAVE  JOHN- 
SON, WISE,  MONTGOMERY,  and  LEWIS 
WILLIAMS,  the  bill,  with  certain  amendments, 
by  general  consent,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  DAVIS,  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  31st  December  ultimo,  to 
which  was  referred  the  letter  from  John  C.  Rives, 
one  of  the  firm  of  Blair  A  Rives,  Ac.  made  the 
following  report: 

The  Select  Committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  letter  of  John  C.  Rives,  one  of  the  Printers  to 
this  House,  dated  the  3 1st  ultimo,  and  the  memo- 
rial of  Hugh  A.  Garland,  Clerk  to  this  House, 
dated  the  4th  instant,  both  communications  refer- 
ring to  a  controversy  between  the  parties  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  Clerk  to  control  the  binding  of  Con- 
gressional documents  and  the  printing  of  the  spe- 
cial orders  of  the  House,  have  given  to  the  subject 
that  attention  which  it  seemed  to  demand,  and  now 
ask  leave  to  report: 

In  the  first  paragraph  of,Mr.  Rives*  letter,  com- 
plaint is  made  that  tbe  Clerk  had  not  sent  all  the 
piloting  tordered  by  the  House  to  Blair  and  Rives, 
as  Printers  to  this  body.  Tbe  Clerk,  under  some 
examples  to  be  found  in  the  practce  of  this  body 
within  the  last  few  years,  felt  authorized  to  con- 
tract with  others  than  tbe  Printers  elect  to  this 
House,  for  such  items  of  printing  as  were  ordered 
by  the  special  act  of  this  body.  Under  this  prac- 
tice the  Clerk  felt  himself  at  liberty  to  give  to  Mr. 
Langtree  the  printing  of  an  index  to  the  reports 
and  documents  ordered  to  be  prepared  in  the  year 
1837,  but  which  was  .not  ready  for  the  press  until 
the  last  season.  It  is  10  the  printing  of  this  docu- 
ment that  Mr.  Rives  refers  in  the  first  part  of 


his  letter.  The  committee  have  examined,  for  both, 
the  law  and  the  precedents  to  justify  this  transfer  of 
printing  to  others  than  the  public  Printer*;  and  af- 
ter proper  investigation,  are  compelled  to  the  con- 
clusion that  all  tbe  printing  to  be  executed  by  tbe 
order  of  the  House,  of  right  belongs  to  the  Printers 
elected  by  it;  and  that  no  special  order  of  tbe  House 
to  the  Clerk  to  have  executed  a  particular  item  of 
printing,  can  in  any  manner  vitiate  the  claim  of  the 
public  Printer  to  execute  such  work.  For  example, 
if,  by  the  contract  between  this  House  and  the 
public  Printers^  the  House  has  the  right  to  it- 
mend  the  execution  of  such  work  of  its  Prin- 
ters, they  (the  Printers)  are  in  return  entitled 
to  receive  it,  if  they  desire  it:  and  that  such  obliga- 
tion does  rest  upon  the  Printers,  is  manifest  from 
the  fact  that  tbe  condition  of  their  bond  (given  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  their  doty)  expressly 
declares  that  "if  they  shall  well  and  faithfully  exe- 
cute all  the  printing,  Ac."— which  shows  concla- 
sively  their  obligation  to  perform  ell  such  service 
and  also  shows,  in  the  estimation  of  the  committee 
the  right  to  receive  all  the  printing  ordered  by  thi 
House.  The  committee,  however,  beg  leav 
to  state,  that  as  the  printing  of  the  index  ree 
ferred  to,  is  in  a  state  of  forwardness  at  the  offiee- 
of  Mr.  Langtree,  it  should  remain  to  be  completed 
by  him,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract  made 
by  the  Clerk  with  Mr.  L.  for  the  execution  of  that 
work.  The  committee  have  made  this  suggestion 
without  compromitting  the  principle  which  they 
have  laid  down,  as  to  the  claim  of  the  public  Printer . 
to  do  all  the  printing,  because  the  committee  are  ' 
not  advised  thet  ever  that  document  has  been  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Upon  the  subject  of  binding  the  committee  have 
searched  in  vain  for  any  legal  provision  in  relation 
to  the  matter.  Until  within  the  last  twelve  or  four- 
teen years,  little  or  no  binding  had  been  ordered  by, 
or  was  executed  for,  Congrer  s;  and  during  that  pe- 
riod it  has  always  been  executed  either  diretitly  or 
indirectly  by  the  Printers  to  the  House,  as  appears 
both  by  testimony  given  to  the  committee,  and 
the  archives  of  the  Clerk's  office. 

Your  committee  do  not  assume  the  position  that 
binding  constitutes  any  part  of  tbe  business  of  a 
printer,  or  that  it  is  even  rermain  to  that  avoca- 
tion; in  fact,  it  is  in  evidence  before  us,  that  print- 
ing and  binding  are  distinct  and  separate  branches 
of  business,  and  usual  pursued  as  such.  Notwith- 
standing, your  committee  are  of  opinion  the  prac- 
tice which  has  obtained  for  the  last  twelve  years 
should  be  adhered  to,  until  Congressional  legisla- 
tion shall  specifically  assign  this  duty  to  some  ex- 
ecutive officer  of  the  House,  or  provide  for  its  ex- 
ecution in  such  mode  or  manner  as  may  be 
thought  most  expedient.  In  order  to  show  that  the 
binding  his  been  considered  as  a  perquisite  to  tbe 
public  printing,  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the 
reports  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  by  a 
select  committee,  and  the  debate  connected  with 
them. 

The  following  conclusions  are  submitted  as  tbe 
result  of  the  deliberations  of  the  committee: 

Pint.  That  there  is  nothing  in  the  character  of 
the  controversy,  or  the  evidence  submitted,  to  fan- 
ply  censure  upon  either  of  the  parties,  hut  seems  te> 
have  been  the  result  of  a  misapprehension  of  tbe 
legitimate  sphere  of  their  respective  duties. 

Second.  That,  by  existing  laws,  all  the  prinlhng 
ordered  by  the  House  should  be  executed  by  the 
public  Printer. 

Third.  That,  in  accordance  with  the  usage  of 
the  la3t  twelve  years,  id  the  absence  of  any  legal 
provisions,  the  binding  of  such  documents  ms 
he  may  print  should  he  exempted  by  4he  public 
Printer  as  an  incident  to  the  printing. 

The  committee  ask  to  be  discharged  from  she 
further  consideration  of  the  subject. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  W.  DAVIS,  dhaiiman. 

The  report  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House  tbe 
following  communications,  viz: 

1.  From  tbe  First  Comptroller  of  me  Treasury, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  tbe  provisions  of 
the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  March,  1869* 
First.  A  statement  of  such  officers  as  have  net 
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their  accounts  within  the  year,  or  have 
b4ane**  unaccounted  for,  advanced  one  year  prior 
to  the  30th  8tptember,  1840.  Second.  A  statement 
of  aemnts  in  his  office  which  have  remained  un- 
settled, cr  on  which  balances  appear  to  have  been 
fee  mora  than  three  years  prior  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1840.  Third,  An  abstract  of  money  ad- 
vanced prior  to  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  on  the 
books  oi  the  late  Accountant  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  which  remained  to  be  accounted  for  on 
the  books  of  his  office  on  the  30th  of  September. 
1840. 

9L  Ficon*  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
nitting  a  report  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Home  of  the  1 6  b  of  December  ultimo,  as  to  what 
mbordiaate  custom-house  officers  have  been  dis- 
pensed with  within  the  period  of  two  years  last 
pest,  and  what  had  been  the  rate  of  compensation 
previously  paid  to  such  officers  for  their  services, 
andalso  relative  to  the  erection  of  eastern-houses 
in  New  York  and  Boston. 

3.  From  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  balances  on  the  books 
of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  which  have  remain- 
ed unsettled  for  three  years  prior  to  the.  30th  Sep- 
wmjbtt;  1840,  made  in  obedience  to  the  act  passed 
3d  March,  1817. 

4.  From  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting,  in 
compliance  with  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1809,  a  report  of  the  Third  Auditor, 
mowing  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  military  establish- 
ment during  the  year  1840. 

5.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmit- 
ting, in  compliance  with  the  ninth  section  of  the 
act  of  20th  April,  1818,  a  statement  showing  ihe 
names  of  the  clerks  employed  during  the  year  1840 
ia  the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the 
Navy  Conunts^onera  respectively,  the  time  each 
derk  was  actually  employed,  and  the  sum  paid  to 


The  above  communications  were  severally  laid 
open  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  bill  entitled,  "An  act  supplementary 
lo  the  act  entitled,  An  net  for  the  discontinuance  of 
the  office  of  surveyor  general  in  the  several  dis- 
tricts, so  aeon  as  die  surveys  therein  can  be  com- 
pleted, for  abolishing  land  offices  under  certain  cir- 
runrnencea,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  June 
J2, 1840, .was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

the  House  men  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  private  bills  on  the  ca- 


AAer*  some  time  spent  therein,  the  following 
hills  mow  reported,  with  an  amendment,  striking 
out  the  ffHH*-*ing  clause. 

A  biU  for  the  relief  of  Nothaniel  Qoddard  and 


A  mil  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sonlarrveis  of  Don  Carlos  de  Villemonu 

A  hill  for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Smith. 

Abo,  the  following  bills,  without  amendment: 

A  bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  City  Bene- 
voleaiJSocisty. 

A  mil  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  H.  B.  Stjth  and 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  B.  Winston. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Jones  and  others. 

A  mtt  for  the  relief  of  Thompson  Hutchinson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Esther  Parrott. 

Abo,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Job  Halsey. 

Without  coming  to  any  decision  thereon, 

The  following  bills,  reported  without  amend- 
ment, were  then  taken  up  by  the  House,  and  order- 
ed to  he  eagmeed  for  a  third  reading: 

A  hill  for  the  relief  ot  W.  B.  Winston. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  Elizabeth  Jones  and  others. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  Thompson  Hutchison, 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Esther  Parrot. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  re- 
presentatives of  Don  Carlos  de  Vrllemont  was  neat 
taken  up,  and  the  amendment  of  the  committee, 
striking  out  the  enacting  blame,  concurred  in. 

The  question  then  being  on  agreeing  with  the 
amendment  of  the  committtee,  striking  .oui  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Natha- 
niel Qoddard  and  others,the  yew  and  nays  were  or- 
dered, when  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  January  19, 1841. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  communicating 
a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  submitted  some 
time  since  by  Mr.  Clay  ot  Kentucky,  in  relation  to 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  which  have  been  for 
several  designated  periods  of  time  Jiable  to  sale  at 
public  entry;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  subsequently  moved  that  one  thou- 
sand additional  copies  should  be  printed;  which, 
after  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  WALKER,  KING, 
and  CLAY  of  Kentucky,  was  agreed  to. 

AMERICAN  WATER  ROTTED  HEMP. 

The  PRESIDENT  also  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  reply  to  a  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Benton,  some  days  since,  in  re- 
lation to  the  use  of  American  water-rotted  hemp 
in  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  that  the  report  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  NavalJ Affairs. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  expressed  his  gratification 
that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  had 
introduced  this  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Se- 
nate and  the  country.  He  himself,  a  number  of 
years  ago,  had  procured  some  hemp  to  be  water- 
rotted  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  the 
place  of  his  residence,  and  to  be  sent  to  the  navy 
yard  in  Philadelphia.  After  trial,  it  was  found  to 
be  fully  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the  best  Russian 
hemp.  The  process  of  water-rotting  had,  however, 
been  abandoned,  in  that  county,  in  consequence 
chiefly  of  an  impression  that  it  was  unhealthy. 

Mr.  Myerle  had  written  him  several  letters  on 
this  important  subject.  That  gentleman,  with  a 
perseverance  and  energy  which  deserved  all  praise, 
had  introduced  extensively  in  Kentucky  the  process 
of  water-rotting.  He  had  conquered  the  prejudi- 
ces which  heretofore  existed  against  it,  and 
had,  as  he  states,  demonstrated  that  it  was 
not  unhealthy.  This  was  a  most  expensive  ope- 
ration, in  which  he  had  risked  his  all;  and  he  had 
thus  rendered  great  service  to  his  country.  Why 
should  we  be  dependent  upon  foreign  nations  for 
the  article  of  water-rotted  hemp,  which  is  essential 
both  to  our  navy,  and  to  our  merchant  service?  Mr. 
Myerle  had  demonstrated  that  our  countrymen 
could  supply  this  article  in  abundance.  He  bad 
sent  Mr.  B.  a  specimen  of  his  hemp,  which  had 
been  submitted  to  those  who  were  judges  of  the 
article,  and  had  been  pronounced  equal  to  the  best 
Russia  hemp. 

After  Mr.  Myerle  had  embarked  his  all  in  this 
business,  it  would  be  highly  unjust  to  deprive  him 
of  the  benefit  of  his  exertions.  The  Navy  De- 
partment, according  to  the  existing  laws,  woi  Id  be 
bound  to  grant  the  contract  for  American  water  rot* 
ted  hemp  to  the  lowest  bidder.  It  might  thus  happen, 
and  Mr.  Myerle  was  apprehensive  it  woold  happen, 
that  some  individual,  taking  advantage  of  the  know- 
ledge acquired  by  his  toils  and  exertions,  might  un- 
derbid him  a  trifling  amount,  and  thus  impose 
upon  him  all  the  labor  and  expense  of  introducing 
the  process  -of  water-rotting  hemp,  whilst  all  the 
advantages  would  result  to  another.  He  thought  it 
was  no  more  than  strict  justice  that  the  Department 
should  be  authorized  to  contract  with  Mr.  Myerle 
for  a  reasonable  quantity  pf  hemp  at  a  fair  price, 
without  advertising  for  other  bidders. 

He  was  glad  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  had 
moved  in  this  business,  as  it  could  not  be  under  bet- 
ter auspices. 

The  motion  to  print  and  refer  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 

>of  New  Yorjr,  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of 

/any  bankrupt  law  which  does  not  contain  a  provi- 

^  sion  including  banks;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 

and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Perrysborg,  Ohio,  in  favor  of  the  passage 
of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Connecticut,  praying  the  passage  of  a 
general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 


Mr.  MOUTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com* 
merce,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorials  of  the 
branch  pilots  of  New  York  and  New  Orleans,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  repeal  an  act  concerning  pilots,  ap- 
proved March  2, 1837;  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  joint  resolution  for  ihe  relief  of 
Langtree  and  O'Sullivao;  which  wan  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KING*  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petitions  of  Caleb  Eddy 
and  George  W.  Jcnes,  made  unfavorable  reports 
thereon.  After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  KNIGHT 
and  Mr.  KING,  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITE  gave  notice  that  tc-morrow  be 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for 
satisfying  outstanding  claims  to  military  bounty 
land  warrants. 

Mr.  PIERCE  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  relating  to  judi- 
cial courts  for  the  district  of  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  presented  the  memorial  of 
numerous  shipmasters  and  others  in  the  port  of 
New  Orleans,  prayiag  a  slight  modification  of  the 
laws  relating  to  pilots,  passed  March  2,  1837; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
prin'ed. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  Saturday  last  by 
Mr.  Tafpan  to  go  into  an  election  of  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  was,  on  Mr.  T's  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Jtoofarf,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
furnish  the  Senate  with  a  statement,  showing  in' 
tabular  form  the  lands,  the  titles  for  which  were 
closed  under  the  relief  laws  of  31&t  March,  1830, 
and  25th  February,  1831,  giving  the  numbers  of 
acres  in  each  district  which  were  sold  at  and  under 
$5  per  acre;  from  f  5  to  f  10  per  acre;  from  f  10  to 
f  15;  from  f  15  to  |20;  from  $20  to  |30;  from  $30 
to  $40;  from  #40  to  $50;  from  (50  to  60;  from  $60 
to  $70i  from  $70  to  $80;  from  $80  to  $90;  from  $90 
to  $100;  and  $100  and  upwards  per  acre;  the 
amounts  paid  on  such  sales  respectively  and  for- 
feited; the  rates  at  which  such  sale*  were  closed  per 
acre;  also,  the  gross  amount  of  lands  patented  un- 
der each  of  these  two  laws  m  each  district;  the 
amounts  in  gross  for  whic  l  they  were  originally 
sold,  the  gross  amounts  paid  on  them  and  forfeited; 
and  the  gross  amounts  finally  received  for  them. 
BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  encourage  the  introduction,  and  promote  the 
cultivation,  of  tropical  plants,"  approved  seventh 
July,  1838;  and 

The  bill  to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of 
claims  for  lands  ra  the  State  pf  Missisjippi,  east  of 
the  Pearl  river,  and  south  of  the  thirty-first  degrees 
of  north  latitude; 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  Gregoire  Sarpy,  or  his 
legal  representatives,  was  considered  as  in  commit* 
tee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  makiog  certain  appropriations  for  the 
Patent  Office  was  taken  up,  and  after  being  ex- 
plained by  Mr.  STURGEON, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  strike  out  an  appro- 
priation for  collecting  agricultural  statistics,  which 
he  advocated  at  some  length.  The  motion  was  op- 
posed bv  Mr.  STURGEON,  Mr.  WALKER,  and 
Mr.  PRENTISS;  and,  it  being  one  o'clock,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PREEMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raire  a  log-cabin  thereon,  betng  the  special 
order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up,  the  question  being 
on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun  to  the 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill  made  by  Mr.  Critteu- 
deh. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  addressed  the  Senate  at 
much  length  in  favor  of  the  original  bill  and  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  in  opposition  to 
the  substitute  proposed  by  Mr.  Crittenden, 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  WHITE,  who  intimated  his 
intention  of  speaking  on  the  subject,  the  bill  wis 
informally  passed  over;  and 
On  motion  by  Mr.'  SEVIER, 
The  Senate  went  into  Executive  session. 
I  And  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Monday*  January  18,  1841. 
.  Mr.  CHJNN,  on  leave;  in  pursuance  of  notice 
heretofore  given,  introduced  two  bills?  ?iz: 

A  bill  to  revive  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  aatho* 
rive  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  en* 
ter  the  back  lands;"  and 

A  bill  to  unite  the  southeastern  land  district,  and 
that  of  the  district  west  of  Pearl  river,  and  east 
ef  the  Island  of  New  Orleans;  and.  to  form  a  new 
district  thereof,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  "were  severally  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  special  order  of  the  day  being  the  conside- 
ration of  the 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  W.  JONES,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Wbole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Adams  in  the  chair,)  and 
took  up  said  bill;  which  was  read,  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Howe  of  Represen- 
tative* sf  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  President  o/  the  United  StaUs 
is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  Treasury  notes  to  te 
issued  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  Government  may  require,  tut  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars  of  this  emission 
outstanding  at  any  one  time — to  be  reimbursed  in 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  if  the  condition  of  the 
Treasury  will  permit  it — and  to  be  issued  under 
the  limitations  and  other  provisions  contained  in 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  cf 
Treasury  notes,"  approved  the  twelfth  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1837,  and  as  modified  by  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  additional  to  the  act  on  the  subject  of  Trea- 
sury notes,"  approved  the  31st  day  of  March,  1840, 
except  that  this  ltw  shall  expire  in  one  year  from 
and  after  its  passage. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Virginia,  said: 

I  propose,  Mr.  Chairman,  very  briefly,  to  assign 
to  the  committee  the  reasons  which  appear  to  me 
to  render  the  passage  of  this  bill  necessary  and 
proper;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  means  asked 
are  really  required  to  enable  the  Government  punc- 
tually to  meet  its  numerous  pecuniary  obligations, 
and  to  maintain,  unbroken,  its  faith,  it  would  ap- 
pear to  me,  that  no  other  reason  need  be  assigned 
to  entitle  it  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
committee.  And,  however  we  may  differ  among 
ourselves  as  to  the  mode  in  which  relief  should  be 
furnished,  it  is,  I  am  sure,  an  object  which  is  very 
near  the  heart  of  every  representative  of  the  people, 
to  save  the  Government  of  his  own  choice  from  the 
degradation  into  which  it  must  necessarily  sink, 
should  that  relief,  which  is  really  necessary,  be 
withheld. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  upon  the  state  of  the  finances, 
submitted  to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  its 
present  session,  mesi,  I  think,  satisfy  every  one,  that 
this  measure  is  not  rendered  necessary,  and  conse- 
quently is  not  intended  to  provide  for  any  perma- 
nent deficiency  which  is  eipected  to  exist  in  the  re- 
venue of  the  Government  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
far  if  he  be  right  in  bis  estimates  of  receipts  for  the 
year,  and  the  appropriations  be  kept  within  the  es- 
timates submitted,  the  receipts  for  1841  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  discharge  at  well  alt  ordinary  expenditures, 
as  those  parts  of  the  outstanding  debt,  funded  cr  un- 
funded, which  may  become  due.  But  it  is  in'ead- 
e  i  so  to  use  the  credit  of  the  Government  as  to  an- 
ticipate, and  that  for  a  short  time  only,  the  revenue 
of  the  Government;  for  it  must  be  obvious,  that, 
thrown,  as  the  receipts  and  expenditures  are,  most 
unequally,  upon  different  periods  of  the  year, 
while  the  receipts  for  the  whole  year  may  be  amply 
sufficient,  they  may  not,  and  probably  will  not,  be 
realized  in  time  to  meet  the  liabilities  as  they  are 
expected  to  arise.  It  is  not  common  tint  the  Go 
vernment  realizes  its  heaviest  receipts  until  the 
third  quarter  of  the  year;  produced  principally  by 


the  fall  importations  of  woolens,  on  which  cash 
duties  are  paid,  which  are  immediately  available. 

Tbe  revenue  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  ex- 
clusive of  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1841,  is  estimated  at  $3,500,000. 
The  liabilities  of  the  Government  during  the  same 
period  are  estimated  at  $5  430,000,  as  will  more 
fully  appear  by  reference  to  the  following  state- 
ment of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  first  quar- 
ter of  1841. 

A. 

Estimates  for  the  first  quarter  of  1841,  ending  MarekZUt. 
1.  Rbgbipts, 

From  duties,  considering  the  large  drawback*  and  refunding 
under  new  judicial  decisions,  unlen  the  law  is  speedily 
amended,  not  over     ....  •§3,000,000 

From  sales  of  lauds,  unless  the  banks  resume  specie 
payments  immediately,  not  over     -  •  450,000 

From  miscellaneous  sources,  and  from  indebted 
banks,  if  further  time  isgivsn  to  those  in  Natchez, 
and  the  United  States  Bank  pays  its  balance,  as  ex* 
peeled,  to  especial  object,  ana  not  for  general  pur- 
poses, about  ...... 


60,000 


•3,600,000 


2.  EXPBNDXTUJISS. 

Ordinary  ones,  including  pensions,  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  usual  number  of  private  acts     -  •  14,600,000 

District  debt  to  Holland,  principal  first  instalment 
and  interest 80,000 

Fishing  bounties,  either  out  of  the  Treasury,  or  re 
served  from  the  accruing  revenue    •  •  -      300,000 

Most  of  the  expenses  for  taxing  the  census    -  •      520,000 

$6,430,000 


So  that  if  ah  available  balance  be  kept  in  the 
Treasury,  and  the  receipts  for  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year  be  realised,  they  will  not  be  sufficient  to 
meet  the  expenditures  by  one  million  nine  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  dollars;  and  when  you  shall 
have  applied  the  whole  of  the  estimated  balance  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-one,  if  it  were  all  available,  and 
could  be  so  applied,  there  would  still  be  a  defi- 
ciency of  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand 
one  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars.  Bnt  it  is  not 
all  available,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  so  applied. 
I  say  it  is  not  all  available,  because  one  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  dollars  due  from  the  bank  at 
Natchez,  and  included  in  the  estimated  balance,  has 
not,  as  was  expected,  been  paid;  and  not  more  than 
five  or  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  balance 
is  in  the  eastern  portion  of  tbe  Union,  where  it 
could  be  made  available  in  time  to  meet  the  heavy 
demands  which  have  been  already  adverted  to,  and 
where  three- fourths  of  the  expenditures  are  re- 
quired. The  balance  is  in  the  land  offices  to  tbe 
West,  in  the  mints,  and  other  smaller  depositories, 
some  seventy  or  eighty  in  number,  scattered  over 
the  whole  country.  1  might  also  add  that  tbe  con- 
struction given  to  the  tariff  laws  by  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  which  almost  daily  cause  heavy 
amounts  of  duties  to  be  refunded,  and  the  draw- 
backs on  refined  sugars,  and  other  articles,  have 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  Jesten  the  receipts 
from  duties  on  foreign  importations.  But  as  no  le- 
gislation could  correct  the  mischief  in  time  to  afford 
seasonable  relief,  the  committee  have  reported  this 
bill. 

I  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  promised,  very 
briefly  presented  to  you  a  statement  of  the  estima- 
ted lidbih'ies  of  tbe  Treasury  fox  the  firjl  quarter  of 
the  year,  with  its  means  for  meeting  those  liabilities, 
from  which  I  think  it  must  manifestly  appear *that 
temporary  provision  at  any  rate  is  required  at  the 
hands  of  Congress.  I  have  also  pointed  the  committee 
to  seme  of  the  causes  which  produce  that  deficiency. 
I  am  aware,  sir,  that  it  may  be  argued,  that  this 
this  deficiency  is  not  temporary  merely,  but  per- 
manent; and  consequently  that  provision  should  be 
made  not  for  a  temporary,  bnt  for  a  permanent 
deficiency  in  the  Treasury.  If  such  an  assump- 
tion be  well  founded,  the  conclusion  I  admit  would 
follow.  But  is  the  position,  that  the  deficiency  is 
permanent,  a  sound  one?  And  in  deciding  the 
question,  we  should  look  to  the  most  authentic 
sources  of  information  with;n  our  reach.  Now,  sir, 
to  whom  shoultTCongress  anl  the  country  look  for 
information  upon  this  important  subject?  Why, 
it  weuld  teem  to  me,  to  that  officer  whose  station 
opens  to  him  evci y  avenue  of  information;  and 
whose  duty  charges  him  with  the  general  super- 
intendence and  management  of  the  financial  af- 
fairs of  the  country— the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 


ry. .Hence  it  is,  that  he  is  required  to  suhnh es- 
timates both  of  the  revenue  and  expenditnrejof 
the  Govern  meat.  He  has  hitherto  been  looked  lb, 
and  properly  I  think,  to  furnish  Congress  iufoma> 
(ion  upon  all  subjects  relating  to  the  aosneM. 
This  duty  be  has  performed  at  the  commeneesett 
of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  t  beg  leave to 
refer  to  his  annual  report.  (Document  Number 
three,  page  seven)— he  says: 


t  may  be  stated,  from  the  best  data  hi  possession  oftah 
lartment,  that  the  receipts;  under  Che  existing  bwi^wWpw. 


wItL.-,  ~. 

Department,  t 

bably  be  as  follows: 
From  customs,  ittAPQjOOO 

From  lands,  •     3$O0QD 

From  miscellaneous, SLOW 

Add  the  expected  balance  io  the  Treasury  availa- 
ble on  the  1st  January  next, 


The  segregate  of  ordinary  means  for  the  next 
year  would  then  be.   •  tst^to/Bk 

There  will  be  nothing  more,  either  of  principal 
or  interest,  due  from  banks,  which  is  likely  tabs 
made  available,  except  about  2&ffle 

A  power  will  exist,  under  the  act  of  31st  March, 
1840,  to  issue  Treasury  notes  til!  a  year  from  its 
passage  expires,  but  not  to  make  the  whole  emis-' 
•ton  outstanding  at  any  one  time  exceed  five  mil* 
lions  of  dollars. 

This  will  furnish  additional  means,  equal  to  the 
computed  amount  which  can  be  issued  at  the  doss 
of  the  present  year,  being  about  -      342,611 

Hence,  there  may  be  added  from  these  several 
sources  so  much  as  to  mace  the  whole  means  lor  the 
next  year        •  •  •  \        '  WM& 

On  the  other  hand,  the  expoodituies  for  1841,  for 
ordinary  purposes,  if  Congress  make  no  reduction 
in  the  appropriations  requested  by  the  different  De- 
partmenb^  are  estimated  «t  ^  19£tyw 

This  Would  leave  a  balance  In  the  Treasury  at 
the  close  of  the  year  equal  to  ...    5,ff3,€3 

Bui  certain  payments  must  also  be  made  on  ac- 
count of  ihc  funded  and  unfunded  debt,  unless  Con» 
gross  authorize  contracts  to  be  formed  for  extending 
the  time  of  their  payment.  Thus  there  will  be  re- 
quired: 

On  account  of  the  funded  debt,  chiefly  for  the  a-        ^f_ 
ties  ofjthis  District  •         •       W* 

For  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes,  if  all  (he 
others  be  issued,  which  can  be  under  the  present 
law,  as  then  ths  amount  returned  within  A.  D.  1841, 
will  probably  not  exceed  •  '  J^Z 


H»*» 


Estimated  balance  in  the  Treasurv  at  (he  close  of 
the  next  year,  after  all  payments  whatever 


»«W 


I  think,  sir,  that  I  must  have  succeeded  hi  de- 
monstrating, from  data  which  is  authentic,  aid  tbs 
best  within  my  reachi 

.  1st.  That  the  resources  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  are  not  only  sufficisnt  to  meet  its  liabiavs? 
for  the  year,  including  the  redemption  of  |4,500,6W 
of  Treasury  notes  now  outstanding,  and  tbe  pay- 
ment of  that  portion  of  the  public  debt,  fuftdedant 
unfunded,  which  will  fall  due;  but  that  tberewtt 
be  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  yew, 
of  1824,273.  '* 

2d.  That  such  are  the  inequalities  petweeatti 
receipts  and  expenditures  as  to  render  teapssiry 
relief  necessary  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  sis 
it  is  to  guard  the  Treasury  against  these  teequtb* 
ties  and  fluctuations  between  the  receipts  and  «* 
penditnres,  that  the  present  measure  has  becalm 
troduced. 

That  some  measure  catenated  to  obviate  uttdfr' 
Acuities  arising  from  these  causes  was  to  have  hut 
expected,  appears  to  me  almost  too  obvious  ten- 
qnirc  comment.  1  will  refer  the  conuaitfet _!• 
pages  2, 10,  and  11  of  the  Secretary*  report;  and  1 
do  this  as  an  act  of  justice  to  a  faithful  pnbto  o> 
fleer.    The  Secretary  says: 

"Previous  to  tbe  closs  of  the  year,  should  toxW**}**^ S, 
new  appropriations  which  may  be  immediately  wP^^SiTS 
diuonal  charge  to  that  extent  will  thus  be  imposed  on  lo**** 
if  amounting  to  any  considerable  sum,  it  might  prudentlj  maw 
companied  by  some  pro? ision  of  new  means  -sufficient  ror  ■ 
payment." 

Again  he  says: 

••It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  thought  unto  etiherij 
these  arrangements,  enough  might  be  obtained,  within  ins  w*f» 
of  1841,  for  iho  objects  contemplated,  yet  not  a  due  w/JJJjT 
proportion  in  the  first  quarter;  because  by  that  time  all  wj"2~ 
sores  are  not  likely  to  go  Into  full  operation,  nor  much  ™  ■J2L 
ticipated  increase  to  happen  in  the  actual  receipts  of  f^neissv 
der  existing  laws.  Unusually  heavy  expenses  will  awe  »? 
that  quarter  in  the  next  year.  In  addition  to  a  wO  r"™ 
of  most  of  the  current  expenses,  and  the  whole  I 
payments  for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  one-thud  M 
lion  or  more  for  all  the  annual  fishing  Dountles,  there  ' 
imposed  on  it  most  of-ihe charges  for  the  whole  yearuunw"£ 
with  the  session  of  Congress  sad  private  bills,  as  «••***■» 
payments  for  taking  the  census,  and  for  the  first  1bjUUb»  * 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 
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ihii  Metrfct;  MTtnl  of  them  as  early  even  m  the 

Of  January. 

-" —  erreoaMtsacea,  and  the  omeideratione  that  an 


Hi**  *w  from  tha  bank*  nay  not  be  then  paid,  end  thai  0* 
batenoe  hi  aba  Treasury,  under  the  policy  ad 


__EM    „  ..  /  adopted  by  Congreee 

■  "Will  of  necaaeity  be  email,  while  ihe  fluctuatlona 
•are  ?ery  great  between  the  receipts  and  expea- 
ent  poniooa  of  the  year,  to  which  we  are  ceo- 
:  urom  cauaee  that  hare  on  former  occaaloiia 
I  as  length,  it  moat  be  ohvkrae  that  entire  eafety 
nqabeia  eondidonal  power  to  be  eeaaonaUy  conferred  on  the 
Ejoesatire  to  obtain  at  any  time  within  1841  such  rabaldiarr 
meant  ee  may  be  needed  for  a  few  months,  and  as  may  be  ■uflf- 
daatlo  nembtethe  Treasury  panctuallj  to  discharge,  during 
dauyaar.ailtb^liabmtiesimpoeedbydmiree*.'' 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  we  may  be  told  (he  esti- 
reasts  are  not  to  be  relied  upon;  that  those  of  (he 
last  year  greatly  exceeded  the  revenue  of  the  year; 
bat  stilt  they  are  mere  estimates,  based  upon  data 
whkh  has  hitherto  famished  the  rale  that  has  go- 
verned the  coarse  both  of  the  Secretary  and  of  Con- 
and  from  which  I  am  not  disposed  te  depart, 
I  shall  be  satisfied  ihat  they  are  founded  in 
Aad  fortOBate  indeed  will  he  be  who  will 
be  enabled  to  make  a  tolerably  aear  approach  to 
tiacnisas  in  these  times  of  derangement  in  the  mo- 
netary affairs  of  the  country,  when  embarrassment 
seems  to  have  spread  almost  over  (he  who'e  land, 
and  when  revulsion  succeeds  revulsion  in  such  ra- 
stfsaeceatiou. 

It  in  known  to  every  gentleman,  tbat  the  foreign 
eonunerce  of  the  country  constitutes  the  chief  basis 
of  the  revenue  of  (he  General  Government;  and, 
with  a  knowledge  of  tain  fact,  who  can  be  at  a  lots 
far  an  explanation  of  the  extraordinary  diminution 
which  has  occurred  in  the  revenue  from  customs 
daring  the  last  yearl    Who  could  have  anticipated 
staffing  off  in  the  imports  of  more  than  fifty-seven 
millions  of  dollars?— the  imports  in  1839  (if  I  am 
right  in  my   recollection)  rising  to   more  than 
|1GMOO,000,  and  sinking  in  1840  lo  less  than 
$145^90  000.    We  also  know  that  the  principal 
sources  of  oar  present  revenue  are  sensibly  affect- 
ed by  nuetumtkma,  not  only  in  commercial  prospe- 
rity, but  in  die  crops  and  in  the  banking  policy  and 
credit  systems,  both  of  our  own  country  and  of 
foreign  nations;  and  the  influence  of  ibese  causes 
teems  in  become  yearly  more  changeable  and  un- 
certain in  its  extent.    Let  those  gentlemen  who 
rely  upon  this  ground  of  objection  turn  their  atten- 
tion lo  the  year  1816— a  time  of  profound  peace — 
when  (here  was  a  falling  off  in  the  regular  receipts 
from  duties  from  nine  millions  of  dollars,  in  one 
quarter,  to  only  three  in  the  next;  and  in  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  from  twenty»four  millions  of 
deflate,  in  1836,  or  an  amount  over  half  of  all  re- 
ceived in  the  previous  fort?  years,  to  less  than 
three  millions  in  1838.    In  Michigan,  alone,  the 
of  the  public  lands,  in  1836,  exceeded  Awe  niil- 
"  dollars.    They  fell  in  1838  to  #154,284; 
and  in  Mississippi,  where,  in  1835  and  1836,  they 
exceeded  three  miluons«aeh  year,  tbey  fell  in  1838 
to  only  fi6,636.    These  extraordinary  fluctuations 
recaJt,  in  part,  from  the  vacillating  charade*  of 
the  aonreee  from  which  our  revenue  is  derived. 
Bat  ameat  of  them  are  evils  inseparable  from  the 
periodical  contractions  and  expansions  incident  to 
the  present  defective  system  of  banking  in  a  coun- 
try so  fall  of  enterprise  as  ours,  with  such  freedom 
such  facilities  of  intercourse,  and  such 
teauptationa  to  rash  speculation.    I  refer  to 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  bow  difficult 
St  Je  for  any  man,  with  even  the  best  means  of  in- 
fefxamstioa  before  him,  to  arrive  at  any  thing  like 
exactness,  under  the  circumstances  in  whic^  the 
country  is  placed. 

Bast,  sir,l  will  not  anticipate  objections.  If  .the 
esneaaeftes  are  to  be  regarded,  it  appears  to  me,  that 
w/lun  a  sufficiency  of  accruing  revenue  daring  the 
year  «»  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  year,  there 
"  a^ertaialy  be  a  deficiency  to  meet  them  during 
first  quarter,  and  possibly  for  a  longer  period; 
"  for  a  longer  period,  unless  timely  provi- 
ha  aaade  by  Congress;  and  the  question  arises, 
am  tmwfeet  is  the  best  mode  of  furnishing  the  relief 
I  know,  sir,  that  much  diversity  of  opi- 
among  the  members  of  this  House  on 
.  I  know  that  it  has  been  so  on  all  previous 
similar  measures  have  been  intro-* 
The  friends  of  ihe  measure,  regarding  the 
m  the  Treasury  as  merely  temporary, 
to  anticipate  for  a  short  time  only,  the  re- 
ef the  Gevernment,  which  cannot  be  received 


in  time  to  meet  its  liabilities  as  tbey  may  arise. 
Gentlemen  standing  opposed  to  us,  regarding  ths 
deficiency  not  as  temporary,  but  permanent,  will  in 
all  probability  propose  on  this  occasion,  what  naa 
been  before  proposed  in  similar  ra«es— to  make  per- 
manent provision  for  it  by  contracting  a  loan;  and 
thus,  in  all  probability,  lay  (he  foundation  for  a  per- 
manent national  debt.  1  need  scarce  say  to  you, 
sir,  that  I  am  opposed  to  a  permanent  national  debt, 
unless  demanded  by  circumstances  of  overruling 
necessity.  Whether  the  deficiency  now  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  be  temporary  or  permanent,  must  be 
judged  of  by  us  from  (he  best  information  within 
our  reach;  that  a  deficiency  exists  has,  I  think, 
been  dearly  shown  by  the  document*  referred  to; 
and  that  it  is- temporary  merely,  we  have  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  report 
points  us  distinctly  to  the  means  deemed  by  bim 
sufficient  to  meet  all  the  charges  upon  the  Treasury 
during  the  year;  and  in  this  view  of  tbe  question 
we  are  called  upon  to  determine  whether  it  would 
be  best  to  issue  Treasury  notes  or  negotiate  a  loan; 
the  one  mode  will  afford  prompt  and  speedy  relief, 
the  other  may  not;  one  is  certain,  the  other  uncer- 
tain; tbe  one  is  within  our  grasp,  the  other  beyond 
our  control* 

But  it  has  been  shown,  that  in  whatever  form 
the  relief  asked-for  may  be  furnished,  such  is  the 
condition  of  the  Treasury  as  to  require  that  it 
should  be  speedily  provided;  such  are  (Depressing 
demands  upon  it  at  this  time,  and  so  large  the 
amount  to  be  provided  by  the  4  'h  of  March,  when 
more  than  f  1,000.000  for  pensions  will  be  payable, 
that  if  there  was  a  certainty  of  procuring  the 
amount  by  a  loan,  the  delay  to  which  the  officer 
charged  with  the  tubject  would  be  subjected  in 
giving  notice,  advertising,  receiving  sealed  propo- 
sals, and  negotiating  (he  Iran,  would,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, postpone  it  to  a  period  too  remote  to  meet  the 
exigency  against  which  it  is  intended  to  guard.  In 
the  face  of  these  difficulties,  it  does  appear  to  me 
both  wise  and  politic,  to  adopt  the  measure  pro- 
posed, which  has  hitherto  proved  effectual  to  furnish 
in  tbe  moat  convenient  form,  and  in  the  speediest 
possible  manner,  the  contemplated  relief. 

But  is  it  certain  that  a  loan  could  be  negotiated 
at  alii  To  my  mind  it  appears  exceedingly  doubt- 
ful. Now,  sir,  let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  that  frem 
the  most  authentic  data,  tbe  deficiency  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  is  temporary  merely,  and  not  permanent: 
it  is  expected  to  be  reimbursed  at  the  close  of  the 
present  year;  and  if  this  be  so,  (here  certainly  can 
exist  no  sufficient  reason  why  we  should  borrow 
for  a  longer  period,  since  it  would  impose  upon  the 
Government  the  obligation  of  paying  interest  open 
a  debt,  which  its  wants  would  not  require.  The 
question  then  recurs,  could  you  be  likely  to  nego- 
tiate a  loan  for  so  ehort  a  period?  The  capi- 
talist, 1  presume,  in  making  his  investments 
of  money,  won  Id  look  first  to  the  security  of 
the  investment  itself;  and,  secondly,  to  the  time 
for  which  it  Is  to  continue — and  hence  that  an  in- 
vestment in  Government  securities  extending 
through  a  series  of  years,  would  perhaps  be  more 
desirable  than  auy  other;  but  the  fact,  that  it 
would  be  redeemed  within  a  year,  would  strip 
from  it  all  its  attractions,  since  the  capitalist  to 
whom  the  Gevernment  would  look  to  take  the 
loan,  would,  in  all  probability,  have  lo  sell  out 
bis  stock  in  the  funds,  or  draw  in  his  money  se- 
cured by  trust  deeds  and  mortgages:  fori  presume 
that  no  judicious  capitalist  would  ever  keep  a  very 
large  amount  of  money  locked  up  idle  in  his  desk, 
when  it  could  be  judiciously  invested.  And  what 
prudent  man  would  be  willing  to  change  these  se- 
curities for  such  a  contingency  as  this?  It  were 
idle  to  expect  it, 

Again,  can  you  certainly  rely  upon  procuring 
the  amount  required,  by  a  loan,  upon  reasonable 
terms,  at  a  time  when  the  people  are  in  debt, 
the  States  of  this  Union  in  debt,  tmd  nations  are  in 
debt? 

The  next  resort  would  be  to  the  banks.  Should 
ed  to  procure  it  from  that  quarter.  Remember  we 
may  possibly  want  #5,000,000,  and  (hat  in  specie, 
or  its  equivalent,  convertible  paper,  if  there  be 
any  such  thing.  Why,  sir,  we  know  tbat  the 
banks  are  now,  as  they  have  been  for  nearly  three 
years,  unable  to  redeem  their  own  notes  in  specie. 


And  although  the  time  is  at  hand,  when  by  the  enact- 
ments of  tbe  Legislatures  of  States,  they  are  re* 
quired  to  resume  specie  payments,  the  strong  pre* 
bability  i<,  that  (hey  will  either  not  resume,  or  if 
(hey  do,  that  it  will  be  followed  very  quickly  by 
another  suspension.  At  any  rate  it  would,  in  tbe 
present  crippled  condi  ion  ef  the  banks,  be  a  very 
unsafe  reliance. 

Bat  pass  this  bill  and  it  opperates  directly  to  re- 
lieve the,  banks.  It  will  furnish,  in  the  form  of 
Treasury  notes,  to  the  extent  of  the  issue  under  it, 
a  substi  tute  for  specie.  These  notes  will  soon  find 
their  way  to  our  Atlantic  cities,  and  be  received  at 
the  custem-houses  in  payment  of  duties.  They 
will  also  find  their  way  to  the  West,  and  go  into 
tbe  land  offices  in  payment  for  the  public  lands;  and 
so  far  from  operating  injuriously  io  the  banks, 
the  effect  will  be  to  sustain  and  relieve  ihem. 

In  the  remarks  which  I  hare  now  submitted,  I 
have  endeavored  to  present  the  subject  before  the 
committee,  inafioan  ial  view  alone,  apart  from 
those  exciting  political  topics  so  often  introduced 
in<o  the  debates  in  this  House. 

Tbe  means  provided  by  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration are  considered  amply  sufficient  to  enable 
the  Government  to  meet  punctually  all  its  liabilities 
during  the  year;  and  I  have  only  farther  to  express 
the  hope  that  those  into  whose  bands  (he  admini- 
stration of  (be  Government  must  shortly  pass,  may 
be  enabled  so  to  direct  the  ship  ef  State  as  to  pre- 
serve, in  their  purity,  our  Republican  institutions, 
advance  (he  prosperity  of  our  common  country, 
and  promote  th%  happiness  of  its  citizen's. 

Mr.  BARNARD  (hen  took  tbe  floor  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill.  Hesubmiited  the  following  amend- 
ment; but  en  a  question  arising  as  to  its  being  ia 
order,  it  was,  for  the  present,  withdrawn. 

Huolttd,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  biU  in  relation  to  Trea- 
sury notes,  and  tbat  the  subject  of  making  provi- 
sion for  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  be  referred  back 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Ways  and  Means  with  in- 
structions— 

1.  To  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  borrow  (en  millions  of  dollars 
on  the  credit  of  the  Government,  and  to  issue  bonds 
or  scrip  therefor. 

2.  To  bring  in  a  bill  imposing  additional  reve- 
nue on  wines,  silks,  linens,  spice?,  and  other  arti- 
cles, being  luxuries,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
but  in  such  manner  as  not  to  conflict  with  the 
principles,  policy,  and  spirit  of  the  act  o(  2J  March, 
1633,  commonly  called  the  "compiomke  act." 

Without  coocludmg,  Mr.  B.  gave  way  to  amo- 
tion tbat  the  committee  rise;  which  motion 'pre- 
vailed, 

And  tbe  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

To  esdi  t,  January  19,  1841. 

Mr.  BAYARD  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
bis  teat  in  the  Senate. 

Th*  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  re- 
port frcm  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to 
the  land  granted  to  the  State  of  Indiana  for  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  Canal;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

REVISION  OP  THE  TARIFF. 

The  PRESIDENT  also  submitted  the  following 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  part  re- 
ply to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  16th  inst: 
TftCAScftr  Depautmvnt, 
January  18,  1841. 

Sir:  I  have  (he  honor  to  submit  tbe  following 
repor',  in  compliance  with  tbe  first  branch  of  a  re- 
solution, which  passed  the  Senate  on  the  16th  inst. 
in  these  words: 

"Retolvtd,  That  (he  Secretary  of  (he  Treasury 
be  directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  the  plan 
of  a  permanent  change  in  the  tariff,  the  details  and 
general  princip'es  of  which,  he  states  in  his  an-  * 
nusi  report  of  the  7th  ultimo,  he  has  considered, 
and  on  which  he  is  ready  to  report  at  any  moment 
either  House  of  Congress  might  express  a  wish  to 
that  effect." 

Foreseeing  in  my  annual  report  of  December, 
1839,  that  tbe  subject  of  a  revision  of  the  present 
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tariff  might  be  safely  postponed,  I  then  stated,  that 
it  was  not  my  intention  to  exdtiine  it  at  that  time, 
being  "a  topic  involving  considerations  of  so  diffi- 
cult and  agitating  a  character."  Bat  as  some  of 
the  Committee  on  Manufacture*  afterwards  ex- 
pressed a  wish  for  a  plan  of  such  a  revision  to  be 
prepared  by  the  session  of  1840  and  1841,  and  as 
the  large  redaction  which  is  to  take  place  in  the  do- 
ties  at  the  close  of  this  year,  and  of  Jane  1842, 
appeared  in  the  view  of  many  to  render  such  a  re- 
vision imperative,  as  a  fiscal  measure,  before  those 
times  arrived,  I  deemed  it  a  duty,  for  these  and  the 
reasons  mentioned  in  my  last  annual  report,  to 
make  the  preparations  expected,  so  that  a  system 
might  be  in  readiness  for  the  consideration  of  the 
committee  or  Congress,  should  it  appear  to  them 
that  the  public  interests  required  action  on  the  sub- 
ject at  the  present  session. 

A  call  being  now  made  for  it  by  the  Senate,  and 
supposing,  from  the  language  used,  and  the  ad- 
vanced period  of  the  session,  that  an  early  reply  is 
desired,  1  submit,  without  material  alteration,  ihe 
plan  referred  to,  with  its  u  details  and  general  prin- 
ciples." 

It  is  believed  that  the  redaction  in  the  duties  on 
imposts,  which,  by  the  existing  tariff,  will  lake 
place  in  the  year  1842.  cannot  vary  much  from  five 
millions  of  dollars.  For  reasons  assigned  in  the 
last  two  annual  reports  on  the  finances,  the  expec- 
tations of  the  undersigned  are,  that  if  the  expendi- 
tures are  properly  and  seasonably  diminished,  it 
will  not  be  necessary  to  raise  all  this  amount  by 
taxation  in  any  form.  Bat  should  Congress  think 
differently,  and  conclude  to  obtain  it  by  revising 
the  present  laws  m  relation  to  duties,  it  is  believed 
that  certain  facts  and  principles  are  highly  impor- 
tant for  consideration,  in  deciding  what  kind  of  a 
revision  is  competent  and  most  appropriate.  In 
stating  these  facts  and  principles,  with  a  view  to 
eiplain  the  plan  called  for  by  the  resolution,  all 
possible  brevity,  consistent  with  tjie  importance  of 
the  subject,  will  be  employed. 

The  chief  legislation,  which  now  exists  in  force, 
bearing  on  this  inquiry,  is  contained  in  an  act  parsed 
March  2J,  1833.  That  act  is  supposed  to  have 
been,  not  an  ordinary  measure  of  legislation,  bat 
the  result  of  a  compromise  between  certain  great  and 
conflicting  interests  on  the  d  fficuliies  then  involved 
in  the  agitating  matter  of  the  tariff.  Hence,  though 
the  act  was  in  the  form  of  a  law,  and  therefore 
liable,  in  a  proper  case,  to  any  future  modification 
or  repeal  of  its  provisions,  it  is  understood  that  the 
parties  mest  concerned,  contemplated  thereby  a 
permanent  arrangement  of  the  leading  principles 
that  should  afterwards  control  the  whole  sub- 
ject. The  importance  of  the  emergency  which 
occasioned  the  passage  of  the  law— the  distin- 
guished individuals  who  participated  more  im- 
mediately in  adjusting  its  provisions,  and  the 
salutary  influence  of  their  operation  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  in  imparting  a  degree  of  stability  to  our 
manufacturing  enterprise,  sought  in  vain  through 
the  previous  fluctuations  of  legislation,  have  pro- 
bably contributed  to  strengthen, this  impression. 

Bnt  however  that  fact  may  have  been,  and  sub- 
ject to  subsequent  alterations,  as  all  laws  must  pro- 
pel ly  be  considered,  yet,  to  change  the  limitations 
in  this  one,  so  peculiarly  situated,  and  to  do  it 
against  the  wishes  of  persons  most  intereted,  cr 
without  the  apology  of  some  public  exigency  or  ne- 
cessity of  State,  would  surely  seem  to  be  unneces- 
said  and,  at  least,  of  doubtful  propriety. 

Hence,  at  this  period  of  peace  abroad,  of  tran- 
quillity at  home,  of  great  exemption  from  public 
<Ubt,  and  of  no  questionable  ability  to  raise  ample 
revenue  without  encroaching  upon  the  plain  im- 
port of  the  compromise,  the  undersigned  cannot 
hesitate,  while  considering  what  would  be  the  most 
appropriate  revMon  of  the  tariff  for  the  wants  of 
1842,  to  recommend  one  which  shall  not  violate 
the  stipulations  contained  in  that  compromise. 
What,  then,  are  those  stipulations  or  restrictions? 

1.  The  first  seems  to  be,  that  a  redaction,  by  in- 
stalments, of  the  former  rate  of  duties,  when  ex* 
cecding  twenty  per  cent,  should  forthwith  com- 
mence and  continue  uninterrupted  until  July  1-t, 
1842;  so  that  when  that  period  arrived,  no  duties 
whaierer  should  exceed  twenty  per  cent.  The 
sending  section  of  the  act  is  explicit  upon  this 


point.  Hence,  to  defer  or  repeal,  as  some  have 
proposed,  the  two  redactions  now  remaining,  and 
which  are  to  take  affect  in  1849,'  would  keep  ma- 
ny duties  higher  than  twenty  per  cent,  and  thus  be 
in  direct  violation  of  this  general  provision.  Bat 
if  these  last  redactions  should  create  a  deficiency  in 
the  revenue,  the  6th  section  of  the  act  would  allow 
it  to  be  supplied  in  a  different  way.  Because  this 
section  provides,  that  in  such  an  event,  nothing 
contained  in  the  law  shall  prevent  "altering  the 
rates  of  duty  on  articles,  which,  by  the  aforesaid 
acts  of  14th  July,  1832,  are  subject  to  a  leas  duty 
than  twenty  per  cent.'.' 

2.  It  will  be  seen,  however,  that  this  provision 
contains  a  second  restriction,  by  limiting  any  revi- 
sion made  before  1342,  for  an  increase  ot  the  tariff, 
to  only  such  articles  as  pay  less  duty  than  twenty 
per  cent. 

3.  The  next  and  third  restriction  on  a  revision  is, 
that  though  one  may  be  made  before  1842,  for  pur- 
poses of  revenue,  if,  when  increasing  the  duties,  it 
be  confined  to  articles  paying  less  than  twenty  per 
cent,  yet  it  should  not  raise  the  tariff  on  those  above 
that  rate,  even  for  revenue,  much  less  probably  for 
any  other  purpose.  The  close  of  the  6th  section 
seems  to  be  express,  that  the  doty  on  articles  pay- 
ing a  less  rate  tban  twenty  per  cent,  if  changed  be- 
fore 1842,  shall  be  altered  "in  such  manner  as  not 
to  exceed  that  rate." 

What  would  be  deemed  the  proper  disposition  of 
this  limitation,  if  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  all 
imports  wculd  not  yield  sufficient  for  the  legitimate 
purposes  of  revenue,  must  be  settled  when  the  case 
shall  arise.  Bnt  it  is  believed  that,  with  proper 
economy,  there  is  no  likelihood  of  such  a  case  ever 
occurring  in  a  period  of  peace. 

4.  Another  restriction,  supposed  to  have  been  in- 
tended, is,  that  if  a  revision  be  made  to  operate  af- 
ter Jane  30th,  1842,  instead  of  before,  still,  as  a  ge- 
neral rule,  none  of  the  duties  shall  be  then  raised 
above  twenty  per  cent.  Thus,  the  close  of  the 
5th  section  provides  that  "all  imports  on  which 
the  1st  section  of  this  act  may  operate,  and 
all  articles  now  admitted  to  entry  free  from 
duly,  or  paying  a  less  rate  of  duty  than  twenty  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  before  the  said  30th  of  June,  1842, 
from  and  after  that  day,  may  be  admitted  to  entry 
subject  to  such  duty  not  exceeding  twenty  per  cent. 
ad  valorem  as  shall  be  provided  by  law."  A  change 
could  then  be  made  at  pleasure  from  twenty  per 
cent,  downwards  tc  entire  freedom  from  any  im- 
post, but  no  increase  was  to  be  permitted  to  go 
above  that  rate. 

Indeed,  the  inference  would  seem  to  be  that  the 
compromise  was  intended  to  prevent  any  duties 
from  beiog  assessed,  even  after  1842,  exclusively 
for  the  purpose  of  distribution,  or  protection, 
whether  below  or  above  twenty  per  cent,  in  amount. 
Because  a  clause  in  the  31  section  provides,  that 
after  1842  "duties  shall  be  laid  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  such  revenue  as  may  be  necessary  to  an  ceo* 
ncmieal  administration  of  the  Government,"  but  is 
silent  as  to  recognising  or  sanctioning  an  authority 
to  do  it  for  any  other  purpose.  The  raising  such  a 
revenue  was  the  great  object  of  granting  any  pow- 
er in  the  Constitution  to  lay  taxes  and  imposts. 
And  it  woutd  be  difficult  to  find,  in  a  limited  grant 
of  powers,  like  what  is  contained  in  that  instru- 
ment for  laying  imposts,  a  wanant  to  impose 
them  for  other  and  distinct  objects,  and 
especially,  if  the  operation  of  such  a  mea- 
sure, apparently  under  an  assumed  authority, 
and  on  a  subject  so  delicate  and  momentous  to 
mankind  as  taxation,  should  tend  to  enrich  parti- 
cular Classes  or  sections,  at  the  expense  of  others. 
In  truth  the  tariff  is  as  much  a  system  of  taxation  as 
aland  tax,  a  stamp  tax,  or  a  direct  tax  of  any  kind; 
and  is  chiefly  distinguishable  from  them  by  being 
more  subtle  and  less  obnoxiotfs  in  its  form.  The 
confining  of  all  duties,  hereafter,  to  a  low  rate,  was, 
therefore,  desirable  to  the  great  mass  of  the  people, 
because  it  was  confining  taxes  to  a  low  rate.  It 
was  farther  supposed,  without  doubt,  that  though 
comparatively  low,  they  would  yield,  with  the 
other  ordinary  receipts,  an  ample  supply  of  revenue 
for  such  an  "economical  administration"  as  is 
oomtemplated  by  this  section  of  the  act.  It  is  also 
probable,  that  many  sound  principles  of  political 
economy  and  a  mutual  desire  to  arrange  perma* 


nently  the  tariff  controversy,  united  to  perautfe 
Congress*  not  only  to  reduce  the  duties  lower,  bat 
to  provide  that  they  should  always  be  kept  to««. 
It  must  have  been  foreseen,  that  this  would  avoid 
the  useless  vacillation,  if  not  folly,  of  firsf  dimi- 
nishing ail  the  duties  to  twenty  per  cent,  by  1148 
with  a  view  afterwards  of  again  immediately 
raising  them  above  it.  It  was  obvious,  too, 
that  by  keeping  the  imposts  more  redaeeri, 
the  tariff  would  operate  more  advantageously  u> 
free  trade,  and  the  procurement  of  reciprocal  ft- 
vors  abroad.  By  confining,  in  substance,  any  ft- 
ture  change  to  purposes  of  revenue  alone,  and 
within  twenty  per  cent,  instead  of  a  wide  range ef 
thirty,  fifty,  eighty,  and  even  more,  at  times,  pre- 
viously in  practice,  and  frequently  far  protection, 
it  would  likewise  impart  greater  permanency  and 
prosperity  even  to  manufacturing,  and,  with  that, 
to  all  other  descriptions  of  industry.  It  is  veU 
known,  from  recent  experience,  that  such  siahtliif 
in  cur  system  of  duties  would  be  better  for  tat  •»- 
nufacturer,  as  well  as  the  merchant,  and  the  eoav 
munity  at  large,  than  even  a  higher  rate  exposed  to 
constant  changes,  becouse  in  the  former  case  intel- 
ligence and  foresight  could  make  more  aceorale 
calculations  for  the  future.  A  more  uniform  thrift, 
a  more  regular  reward  to  industry,  and  a  higher 
tone  of  moral  feeling,  would  every  where  take  lae 
place  of  constant  fluctuations,  mere  gambling  sat* 
culations,  and  a  dangerous  overaction  from  renewed 
hopes  of  high  profits — often  so  very  fallacious. 
Business  and  the  currency  weuid  then  be  steady, 
and  be  regulated,  as  they  should  be,  rate  by 
the  great  laws  of  trade,  tban  by  banks  or  politi- 
cians. Nor  is  this  permanency  injurious  to  the  la* 
borer  and  artisan  any  mora  than  to  others;  as  all 
trades  and  regions  of  this  country  are  open  to  en- 
terprise, and  a  larger  share  here,  than  abroad,  of 
the  income  in  any  one  branch  of  business  m*\ 
and  should,  uniformly  go  to  wages  rather  tana 
capital,  or  the  workman  wiLl,  under  our  free  insti- 
tutions, quit  it  for  more  lucrative  employment  On 
the  contrary,  if  an  unusual!  y  large  share  go  to  him, 
for  a  time,  in  any  particular  puisuit  or  place,  onta 
will  soon  rush  in,  participate,  and  redoee  it  by 
competition  even  below  the  average.  Umforaat 
and  steadiness  are,  therefore?,  not  injurious  to  nay,  t 
though  engaged  in  labor  or  manufactures,  but  aw- 
ful to  all,  except  the  mere  speculating  classes. 

Two  other  restrictions  esist  in  the  3d  section  of 
the  compromise  act,  which  seems  to  have  been  in- 
tended more  especially  for  the  benefit  of  the  mat* 
facturers  and  of  the  revenue. 

5.  One  is,  that,  after  Ju  ne,  1843,  "all  dotiesm 
imports  shall  be  collected  unready  money,  and  nil 
credits  now  allowed  by  law  an  the  payment  of  dikes, 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby*  abolished."  Tais  was 
regarded  at  that  time,  as  a  change  likely  to  be  wry 
favorable  to  the  manufacturing  class,  by  nakiay. 
the  (wenty  per  cent,  in  cash  operate,  virtually, ail 
higher  protection  than  twenty  per  cent,  on  a  weft 
as  now,  of  three  and  six  months,  without  interest 
In  point  of  fact  it  was,  also,  a  provision,  proantao 
as  to  evils  to  come,  under  an  excessive  credit  ays* 
tem,  and  will  be  possessed  of  much  importances! 
curing  them,  and  in  securing  the  Government, and 
through  it,  the  community  at  large,  against  toaua 
by  caedit  to  merchants  for  duties,  and  by  defeats 
of  collectors,  district  attorneys,  and  marinate, 
caused  by  indulgence  from  them  in  collecting  bonds 
tor  duties.  After  June,  1842,  the  importers  of  goo* 
will,  in  this  respect,  stand  on  the  same  foundation 
with  the  purchases  of  public  lands.  While  no  com- 
plaint can  then  be  made  by  either,  of  favor  or  di* 
crimination,  the  revenue  will  thus  be  rendered  mack 
safer,  and  public  and  private  morality  improved*! 
the  removal  of  one  great  source  of  speculation  and 
bankruptcy. 

6.  The  other  restraint  requires  the  duty,  «A* 
1842,  to  be  imposed  on  the  value  of  the  merenaa* 
dise  "alike  port  where  the  $mne  ekaU  be  e*UnV* 
This  will  render  the  twenty  percent,  still  mom  air 
portaut  to  both  the  manufacturers  and  the  mi* 
nue,  by  being  more  secure  against  frauds  andi|Jn> 
'sions,  and  being  another  virtual  increaauofda9# 
the  same  articles;  as  the  latter  are  usually  tMr 
much  more  here  than  abroad.  Whether  (♦•*"> 
lue  of  them  here  being  not  uniform,  at  diflbt** 
ports9  would,  if  taken  as  the  guide  in  ftatesfjagtm 
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oaty,  be  justly  open  to  any  constitutional  objection, 
it  is  not  deemed  appropriate  on  this  occasion  to 
dsxatn.  From  these  various  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing deductions  aie  made: 

That  the  present  tariff  laws  should  be  as  little 
disturbed  by  any  Tension  as  possible,  consistent 
with  the  public  want*,  and  an  adherence  to  sound 
priaeipks;  that  changes  should  be  made  chiefly,  if 
net  solely,  for  purposes  of  revenue;  that  these 
changes,  when  raising  the  duty,  whether  operating 
before  or  after  July  1, 1842,  should,  as  a  general 
rale,  be  confined  to  articles  not  paying  a  duty  as 
high  as  twenty  percent;  that  except  in  extreme 
esses,  it  should  never  raise  them  above  that  rate; 
and,  laatlv,  that  the  existing  provisions  for  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  in  cash,  and  the  assessment  of  them 
on  the  value  of  the  merchandise  at  the  port  of  entry 
after  1842,  are  too  important  to  be  disregarded. 

A  principle  deemed  useful  in  carrying  out  these 
views,  is  ihm:  In  raising  the  sum  needed,  if  it  does 
not  become  necessary  to  subject  all  free  articles  to 
a  duty,  or  to  one  as  high  as  twenty  percent,  and  a 
dhuriniination  can  therefore  be  indulged  within  the 
Nsnietions  of  the  compromise  act,  it  is  doubtless  a 
sound  axiom  to  select  for  highest  taxation  articles 
of  luxury,  rather  than  of  necessity.    Under  similar 
circumstances  it  it,  also,  not  only  competent,  bat 
sr,  to  select  such  of  the  former  as  compete 
[  wiih  similar  articles  of  American  growth  or 
e,  though  not  to  raise  the  dniy  on  th*m 
limitation  of  twenty  per  cent.    And 
r  discrimination,  sometimes  useful,  might  be 
to  select  those  articles,  in  certain  cases,  for  an  in- 
impost,  not  usually  exceeding   the   same 
which    may    be    proper    for    coun- 
tervailing   injurious    imposts,    placed    on     our 
own  productions  by  any  foreign   power.    The 
broad  and  well  settled  ground   on  which    these 
dMaclionu  rest,   cannot    require    on    this    oc* 
canton  much  detailed  illustration.    For  the  luxu- 
ries of  life  nre  enjoyed  by  the  few,   rather  than 
the  many— the  rich  instead  of  the  poor — and  their 
am  tends  rather  to  effemrnaney  and  pleasure,  than 
to  what  invigorate*  or  makes  useful.    In  a  form  of 
Government  like  ours,these  principles  apply  with  pe 
cubax  force,  as  an  excessive  indulgence  In  luxuries 
ahraya  operate  as  a  bane  to  republican  manners,and, . 
»  hi  thaw  Jo  republican  principles.  On  the  contrary, 
of  universal  use,  and  considered  as  the 
i  of  life,  are  beneficial  to  all,  and  are  to 
1  as  much  as  possible  to  promote  the 
i  of  alt    So  what  is  American,  may  well 
be  supposed  entitled  to  receive,  within  the  limi- 
tations stipulated,  more  incidental  favor  than  what 
fefimgu,  because  obtained  with  more  readiness  and 
esttainty  as  well  as  being  more  safe  and  independent 
html  use.     Nor  can  any  other  country  complain 
with  justice,  if  we  counteract  its  high  taxation  on  any 
at  uuv  products,  by  imposing  6ome  corresponding . 
impost  on  theirs;  and  however  unprofitable  such 
anaJirtn  usually  prove  to  all  concerned,  yet  when 
such  a  measure'  becomes  convenient  for  our  own 
•anal  purposes,  or  is  required  by  proper  self  respect, 
and  is  kept  within  due  restrictions  as  to  the  amount 
of  duty,  it  in  believed  to  be  entirely  justifiable. 
2h*  present  tariff  is,  in  many  of  these  respects,  an 
uuBanuly.    Being  designed  to  get  nd  of  revenue 
uumm  it  was  too  abundant,  and  to  diminish  a  *  up- 
nuaud  protection  to  manufactures,  deemed  unrea- 
sonably high,  as  well  as  to  establish  certain  general 
rales  &*  Keeping  all  duties  lower  in  future,  iuome- 
uuuuu  omitted  to  make  useful  discriminations,  and, 
at  a  system,  does  not  sufficiently  discountenance 
taurine  or  favor  the  necessaries  of  life.    Indeed, 
she  tenner  have  already  become  free  in  many  case?, 
aunt  ia  others  will  be  taxed  lightly,  under  the  reduc- 
tion new  in  program;  while  the  latter,  though  at  the 
exneame  of  the  consumer,  however  poor,  will  in  al- 
t  every  instance,  bear  aa  high,  if  not  higher 
t  the  greatest  superfluity.  In  proposing 
^  _  i  to  raise  the  sum  desired,  one  cardinal  object 
ja/uteaefore,  to  obtain  the  money  in  a  manner  that 
ssspmanH  prolong  any  improprieties  or  incongruities 
J*  fMBUttuniet  and  another  is,  to  do  it,  and  still  preserve 
~  jme  limitations  and  stipulations  of  the  com- 
ma before  explained.   To  furnish  some  data 
»tf*»i  legislation, which  may  accomplish  these 
'^uau%mt  harmoniously,  two  tabular  statements  have 
-  knot  prepared,  which  will  next  be  briefly  explained. 


The  first  one  gives  the  names  and  value  of  all  free 
articles  imported  into  the  United  Slates  in  A.  D. 
1838,  after  deducting  such  of  them  as  were  ex- 
ported. (See  A.)  Taking  the  imports  of  that  year 
as  a  guide,  and  perhapi  nearer  an  average,  for  some 
time  to  come,  than  any  other,  though  probably  too 
low,  and  the  value  of  all  the  free  articles,  (exclud- 
ing, of  course,  specie,  and  the  amount  of  others 
re-exported,)  would  be  about  $38,161,583.  A  duty 
on  these,  indiscriminately,  of  fifteen  percent,  would 
yield  a  nett  revenue  not  far  from  the  five  millions 
that  may  be  needed  in  1849.  But  this  would  em- 
brace several  articles  which,  under  the  principles 
before  suggested,  might  judiciously  be  left  free,  or 
at  a  lower  rate  of  duty  than  fifteen  per  cent. 
Another  mode  of  raising  the  same]  amount  of 
revenue,  would,  therefore,  be  preferable,  if  it 
could  be  accomplished  without  including  those 
articles.  Suppoie,  then,  that  there  should  be 
selected  from  the  free  articles  those  which  may 
be  regarded  most  as  luxuries,  though  not,  in 
every  respect,  belonging  exclusively  to  that  class. 
Such  arc  teas,  coffee,  and  silks.  Should  we  then 
add  to  them  others,  conflicting  with  similar  Ame- 
rican productions,  inch  as  worsteds,  ltaens,  Ac.  and 
the  eggregat«,  deducting  (he  amount  re-exported, 
would  be  #29,026,448.  (See  the  second  table,  B.) 
A  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  those,  after  paying 
the  expenses  of  collection,  would  yield  about  the 
same  amount  of  five  millions.  This  seems  to  con- 
tain the  general  data  for  the  most  eligible  and  un- 
exceptionable revision.  If  a  less  sum  than  five 
millions  should  prove  to  be  needed,  as  it  is  pre- 
sumed a  ill  be  the  case  under  the  diminished  expen- 
ditures and  increased  importations,  anticipated  and 
explained  in  the  recent  annual  report  on  the 
finances,  as  well  as  from  the  further  augmentation 
of  levenue  likely  to  happen  from  the  new  mode  of 
assessing  the  value  of  merchandise,  any  suitable 
modifications  can  be  made  in  these  details,  without 
departing  fiom  the  principles  believed  to  be  the 
most  appropriate  to  govern  the  subject. 

So  some  articles. of  luxury  not  now  free,  but  pay- 
ing a  less  duty  than  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent, 
might  very  properly  be  taxed  to  that  extent;  and 
some  necessaries  of  life  so  situated,  might  be  made 
free  or  be  taxed  lower,  instead  of  them.  Among 
the  former  may  be  mentioned  wines,  though  when 
any  of  them  cannot  at  pressnt  be  made  to  pay  an 
additional  duty  without  violating  some  treaty  sti- 
pulation, they  should,  of  couise,  be  exempted 
during  the  period  agreed  upon.  Where  any  arti- 
cles appear,  also,  to  require  an  increased  impost 
merely  as  a  countervailing  measure,  such  an  one 
could  be  imposed  without  materially  changing  the 
general  result  as  to  revenue,  if  the  increase  was  not 
made  otherwise  exceptionable,  by  exceeding  the  limi  • 
tations  in  the  compromise.  Nor  will  difficulty  pro- 
bably exist,  in  any  event*  in  permitting  what  is  so 
very  desirable,  that  some  of  the  articles  of  necessi- 
ty, which,  by  the  present  laws,  will,  after  1842, 
still  pay  a  duly  of  20  per  cent,  should  be  then  ex- 
empted from  all,  or  a  part  of  it.  But  whatever 
plan  may,  in  the  end,  be  approved,  it  is  apprehend- 
ed  that  enough  has  been  stated  to  explain  the  de- 
tails of  the  one  now  offered,  as  well  as  the  limita- 
tions and  principles  which  ought,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  undersigned,  to  govern  all  legislation  on  the 
subject.  Nothing  further  will,  therefore,  be  added 
as  to  any  measure  to  be  adopted  for  relief  in  1842, 
except  that  half  the  amount  of  increased  duty  should 
be  made  to  accrue  only  from  the  1st  of  January 
in  that  3  ear,  and  the  residue  commence  the  1st  of 
July  after,  as  those  are  the  periods  when  the  great 
future  reductions  begin,  which  the  new  duties  are 
intended  to  supply. 

In  connection  with  a  permanent  revision  of  the 
tariff,  if  made  in  the  manner  here  recommended,  it 
would  be  proper,  under  a  plan  of  cash  duties  for 
all  imports,  to  enlarge  the  liberty  now  enjoyed  for 
depositing  goods  tor  a  time  in  public  stores.  In- 
deed, the  warehousing  system,  which  exists  in  some 
other  countries,  might,  in  that  event,  be  usefully 
revised,  and,  to  far  as  the  new  circumstances  re- 
quired, be  adopted  here. 

As  the  higher  class  of  duties,  which  exist  under  the 
present  laws,  will  be  reduced  in  1842,  so  as  virtu- 
ally not  to  exeeed  an  impost  of  twenty  per  cent,  on 
the  value  of  the  merchandise  imported,  it  might 


also  be  expedient  to  provide  for  the  assessment  of 
the  whole  of  them  afterwards  on  the  ed  valorem 
principle.  At  the  same  time,  if  not  done  previously, 
some  of  the  large  drawbacks  and  bounties,  now 
allowed,  could  be  regulated  with  more  justice,  and 
with  much  benefit  to  the  revenue,  by  reducing  them 
so  as  to  correspond  in  their  proportions  with  the 
reduced  duties. 

Some  other  particulars  might  be  suggested  in 
connection  with  a  general  and  permanent  revision 
of  the  tariff.  But  they  are  not  of  such  a  character 
as  to  occur  readily  to  all  familiar  with  the  subject, 
and  after  the  length  to  which  this  report  has  al- 
ready extended,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  pro- 
Ion  it  further,  by  an  enumeration  and  explanation 
of  them. 

The  other  branch  of  the  resolution  in  respect  to 
the  new  mode  of  valuing  the  import*  will  be  an- 
swered at  the  earliest  day  practicable. 
Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johmsom, 

President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


Value  of  Merchandise,  ufrte  ef  duly,"  consumed  in 
H38. 

Articles  for  the  use  of  the  United  States        (3.316 

Philosophical  apparatus,  specially  im- 
ported for  Philosophical  societies, 
colleges,  school!*,  cYc. 

Books,  maps,  and  charts  for  do 

Statuary,  busts,  casts,  Ac  for  do. 

Paintings,  etchings,  and  engravings 

Botany,  specimens  of 


Antimony,  regains  of 

Spelter  or  zinc 

Burrs-tones  un  wrought 

Bri ms  one  and  sulphur 

Bark  of  the  cork  tree 

Clay  unwrought 

Rags  of  all  kind* 

Furs  undressed 

Hides  and  skins 

Plainer  of  Paris 

Barilla  ... 

Wood,  dye     - 

manufactured 
Animals  for  breed    '  - 

All  other       -        '  - 
Pewter,  old     - 
Tin,  in  pigs  and  bars  - 
in  plats  and  sheets 
Brass,  in  pigs  and  bars      •    - 

old 
Copper,  in  pigs  and  bars 

in  plats  and  sheets  for  sheathing 
old 
Bullion,  gold  -         •- 

silver 
Specie,  gold 

silver 
Teas 
Coffee 

Cocoa  ... 

Fruits,  almonds 
currants 
prunes 
figs 
raisins 
Spice,  mace 
nutmegs 
cinnamon 
cloves 
pepper 

pimento  - 

cassia 
gioger 
Camphor 
Silks,  lace  veils,  shawls,  shades,  Ac. 

other  manufactures  of     - 
Silk  and  worsted  goods 
Camlets  of  camel's  hair,  Ac. 
Worsted  stuff  goods  . 
Linens,  bleached  and  unbleached,  Ac. 
Ticklenburgs,  oanaburgs,  and  burlaps 
Sheetings,  brown  and  white 
Belting  cloths  ... 


11,639 

21,394 

3,086 

5,768 

7,309 

3  346 

68,535 

37,999 

37,446 

3,467 

4,421 

465.448 

300,045 

1,940,335 

131,876 

83,196 

262,703 

36,337 

150,318 

993 

138,995 

988,543 

38,006 

1,696 

813,170 

536,792 

78,590 

230,694 

390,343 

10,703,936 

3,387,048 

3,559,346 

7,138,010 

47,399 
23,117 

7,996 

33,453 

462,117 

7,032 
51.207 
36,406 
21,989 

18,657 

33  219 

1,735 

156,034 

7,897,343 

1,520  154 

89,033 

3,878,941 

3,098,557 

333,034 

148,554 


4ia 
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Wool  costing  less  than  8  cts  per  lb.  -  438,669 

Quicksilver              •           -           -  56,746 

Opium          -..-  67,073 

Crude  salt  petre        -           -           -  119,606 

All  other  articles       -           -           -  3  854,966 


$52,967,250 

Deduct  excess  of  exports  our 

imports: 

On  dye  wood 

-  15,533 

cocoa 

-  52.946 

camphor 

-  15,183       • 

Excess  in  value  on  pepper 

9,994 93,656 

$52  873  594 

Deduct  specie 

-      14,712,011 

Balance  consumed 

-    #38.161,583 

B. 
SrleeKon  »/  cerf««t/rte  articles  consumed  in  1838. 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of 

-  $7,897,343 

Silk  and  worsted, 

-    1,520.154 

Worsted  stuffs, 

-    3,878,941 

Linens,  bleached,  Ac  - 

-    3,098,557 

Ticklenburgs,  &c 

-       333.024 

Sheetings,       • 

148,554 

Bolting  Cloth?, 

26,528 

Wool,  nnder  8  cents  per  lb. 

-       438,669 

Crude  Saltpetre, 

-       119,606 

Animals,  not  for  breed, 

-       150,219 

Furs,  undressed, 

-       300,045 

Coffee, 

-     7,133,010 

Tea,    - 

-    2,559,246 

Copper,  in  pigs, 

-       812,170 

sheeting, 

-       526,792 

old     -    *      - 

78,590 

, 

129,026,448 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
b2  printed. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Georgia  hi  relation  to  the 
depredations  ot  the  Creek  Indians  in  1836,  and 
asking  compensation  therefor. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  same  body  in  relation  to 
the  claim  of  Dennis  Hills. 

Tu«-*esolutions  were  severally  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  also  presented  various  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  ashing  for  the 
establishment  of  mail  routes  from  Dablonega  to 
Blairsville;  from  Brunswick,  Ga.  to  Tallahassee  or 
Chattahoochie,  in ,  Florida;  from  Lafayette  to  the 
county  seat  in  Dmde  county;  from  Clarkesville, 
Ga.  to  Asbville,  N.  C;  from  Irwinsville  to  Pender- 
ton;  from  Augusta  to  Carnesville;  from  Newman, 
Ga.  to  Lafayette,  Ala.  The  resolutions  were  re- 
ferred la.  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Illinois,  instructing  their  Senators  and  re- 
questing iheir  Representatives  to  use  their  exertions 
to  prevent  the  repeal  of  the  Independent  Treasury 
law;  and  to  vote  against  all  bills  having  for  tb«ir 
object  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank.  Toe 
resolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Mark  Burnbam,  representative  of  Robert  Rogers, 
deceased;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
.  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  ihs  memorial  of  citi- 
zens ( f  Baltimore,  praying  an  appropriation  by 
Congress  for  the  construction  of  a  fortress  on  Sel- 
ler's Poiot  Plats;  which  was  read,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ANDERSON,  the  papers  in 
relation  to  the  claim  of  Clemens,  Bryan  and  Com- 
pany, were  permitted  to  be  withdrawn  from  the 
files  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  presented  the  memorial  of  ship 
owners  and  others  interested  in  the  navigation  of 
Long  Iiland  Sound,  praying  for  the  erection  of  a 
lightboat  on  Execution  Rock;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  KING  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Mobile 
and  New  Orleans  Railroad  Company,  praying  for 


an  extension  of  time  for  the  payment  of  duties  on 
imported  railroad  iron;  which,  as  a  bill  has  been 
already  reported  on  this  subject,  wss  laid  on  the 
table. 

/  Mr.  PORTER  presented  a  petition  of  cilixens  of 
{/Michigan,  prayiog  the  passage  of  a  general  bank- 
rupt law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CRITrENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  the  memorial  on 
tbe  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for 'the  re- 
lief of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  De  Tre- 
ville,  deceased;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 
,  Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  a  memorial  on  the  subject  had 
been  referred,  reported  a  bill  directing  warrants  to 
issue  for  the  bounty  land  due  on  account  of  the  ser- 
vices of  Major  General  Dnportai),  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral Armand,  and  Major  De  La  Colcmbe;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WHITE,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtaintd  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  satisfying  outstanding  claims  to  bounty 
lands  for  military  services  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Bri'ain;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  in  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Samuel  Ma'ckey;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  in  re- 
lation to  the  judicial  courts  of  the  District  of  New 
Hampshire;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  bill  from 
House  making  temporary  provision  for  lunatics  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  was  taken  up  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  after  being  amended,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LUMPKIN,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Avery,  Saltmaith  and  Company,  was  ta- 
ken up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  »  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  the  bill  regulating 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  port  of  Cay- 
enne, in  French  Guiana,  and  for  the  remission  of 
certain  dutief ;  and 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  refund  the  duties  collected  on  the 
French  ship  Alexandre;  were  severally  considered 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  read  i  up. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NORVELL,  the  bill  apho- 
rizing the  President  of  the  United  Spates  to  causa 
surveys  of  the  lakes  and  lake  coasts  to  be  made, 
was  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
BILLS  PASSED. 
The  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  elaims  of  the 
Slate  of  New  Hampshire  against  the  United  States; 
and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Grcgoire  Sarpy  or  his 
legal  representatives,  were  severally  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  KNIGHT,  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  adverse  to  the  petition  of 
Caleb  Eddy,  was  taken  up;  and  after  some  remaiks 
by  Mr.  KNIGHT  and  Mr.  KING,  the  report  was 
recommitted. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  STURGEON,  the  bill  to 
jnake  certain  appropria'ions  for  the  Patent  Office 
was  .taken  up;  and  the  question  being  on  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Calhoun  to  strike  out 
the  appropriation  for  the  collec  ion  of  agricultural 
statistic*,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  14, 
nays  23,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Crittenden,  Graham,  Hubbard,  King, 
Mangum,  Preston,  Roane,  Scyi?r,  Smith  of  In- 
diana, and  Tappan— 14. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Huntington,  Knight,  LinR, 
Lnmpkin,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Phelps.  Porter,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Buggies,  Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge,  Walker,  White,  and  Young— 23. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
ird  reading. 


PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE  EMPTTON  lAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre* 
eruption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pobke 
lands  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  special  order  of 
the  day,  was  taken  up,  tbe  question  being  on  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Calhopw  to  the  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill  made  by  Mr.  Crittenden. 

Mr.  WHITE  addressed  the  Senate  at  great 
length  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Calhoun  and    in   favor  of  that  of  Mr.  Cair- 

TENDEN. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  CALHOUN  (proposng  a  cession  of 
the  public  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  4fe  on 
certain  conditions)  and  decided  in  the  negative— 
ayes  18,  noes  22,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  AnJerson,  Benton,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  King,  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Norvell,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tappan,  Walker, 
and  Young — 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Bayard,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Hubbard, 
Huntington,  Ker,  Knight,  Mangum,  MemeJr, 
Phelps,  Pjerce,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Haggles, 
Smt'hpf  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  White,  and  Wright 
—22. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  CarrriNDEN,  (to  recommit  the  bill,  with  in- 
structions to  report  a  bill  to  distribute  the  pfoee?d$ 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several 
States,)  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  17,  nays 
24,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messr?.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Huntington,  Ker, 
Knight,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Prentiss,  Reg- 
gies, Smith  of  Indians,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  and 
White— 17. 

NAYS— Mersrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Stouten,  Nicholson, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Preston,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wright, 
and  Young— 24. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  Prentiss  as  a  substitute  to  the  original  bilk 
"strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert 
the  following:  That  every  actual  settler  on  amy 
of  the  public  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has 
been  extinguished,  except  such  as  are  hereinafter  re- 
served, being  the  bead  of  a  family,  or  over  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  who  was  in  possession  and  a 
housekeeper,  by  personal  residence  thereon,  at  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  this  act  and  for  four  months 
next  preceding,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pre-emption  in 
the  purchase  of  the  land  so  settled  upon,  not  ex* 
ceeding  one  quarter-section,  at  ihi  minimum  price 
now  established  by  law*1 — and  d/cided  in  the  nega- 
tive—ayes 17,  nays  25,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton.  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  I£nn« 
tington,  Ker,  Knight,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Phelps, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Buggies,  and  Southard — 17- 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubhtud, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  filar- 
veil,  Pierce,  Porter,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smitfc  of 
Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  Tap- 
pan, Walker,  White,  Wright,  and  Young— Saw 

Several  Senators  then  called  for  the  question,  oa 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  i 
wh*n 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  rose  and  said  he  had  i 
ral  amendments  to  offer,  which,  if  it  was  the  wish 
of  the  Senate,  he  was  prepared  to  submit  and  lisawe 
a  vote  taken  on  th  ttn,  and  he  would  promise  not  to 
detain  the  Senate  long  by  his  remarks  in  favor  of 
them. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  the  friend*  of  pjfc» 
bill  were  willing  and  anxious  to  take  the  vote  to 
day.    The  subject  had  been  before  the  Senate  j 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  and  I  " 

discussed  to  the  almost  entire  exclusion  of  «SK~ 

bnsiness.  He  thought  farther  procrastihatfbm 
the  debate  could  lead  to  no  useful  result*^* 
hoped  the  question  would  be  disposed  of-  " 
evening. 
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Several  Senators  coincided  audibly  in  these  re* 
nerksjboi 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  an  adjournment,  which 
was  carried,  ayes  31,  nays  19. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuxaoar,  January  19,  1841. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read,  the  following 
SENATE  BILLS 
wtie  severally  u  first  and  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  viz: 

The  bill  sopp'ementary  to  an  act  entitled  "An 
net  to  encourage  the  introduction,  and  promote  the 
eakrvation,  of  tropical  plants,"  approved  7ih  July, 
1838;  and 

The  bill  to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of 
dans  for  lands  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  east  of 
the  Pearl  river,  and  sooth  of  the  thirty-first  degree 
of  north  latitude. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  MALLORY,  on  leave,  offered 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Aepbed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  direct*  d 
is  famish  thH  House  with  a  comparative  view  of 
tie  average  cost  of  the  army  proper  for  each  indi- 
vidual, taking  the  aggregate  of  the  officers,  profes- 
sors of  the  military  academy,  cadets,  and  enlisted 
men  in  die  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
years  1837, 1838,  1830,  and  1840,  for  subsistence 
•to  soldiers,  clothing,  quartermasters'  and  medical 
stores,  and  other  articles  embraced  under  the  gene- 
ral character  of  supplies  for  the  army  not  fixed  by 
law;  adopting  as  toe  plan  of  his  report  a  commuui- 
canon  to  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  of  March  5,  182*2. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  read  for  information: 

Braohirrf,  That  from  and  after  next  Saturday, 
the  Howe  of  j Representatives  will  meet  at  11 
o^eioek  of  each  day  to  the  end  of  the  session. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  ht  would  try  a  rote  upon 
it,  and  for  that  purpose  moved  to  suspend  the 
rale. 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Pennsylvania  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  qeestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rales;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive.   

Mr.  WATTERSON  asked  leave  to  submit  a 
lesotatioQ  having  reference  to  the  subject  of  pension 


But  leave  was  not  granted. 

[Mr.  WaxLcn  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Watt  and  149  other  citizens  of  Preble  county, 
Ohio,  praying  an  appropriation  to  the  national 
road;  which,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the  Com* 
aajttee  of  Ways  and  Means.] 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 
'  The  SPEAKER  then  announced  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order  to  be  the  consideration  of  the  bill  au- 
thorizing a  farther  issue  of  Treasury  note*;  and  the 
Hease  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  upon  the  bill, 

The  SPEAKER  requested  Mr.  Adams  to  take 
Ike  chair,  but 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  to  be  excused,  as  be  had 
emne  Important  business  to  transact  in  the  course 
of  me  day. 

Mr.  DAWSON  was  thea  requested  to  take  the 
ehafr,but  he  was  likewise  excused,  in  consequence 
of  a  great  press  of  private  correspondence. 

Mr.  BANKS  was  then  named,  but  also  asked  to 
d,  as  he  must  necessarily  be  absent  lor  a 
i  of  the  day,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to 
business  in  which  many  of  his  constituents 
w«  deepryinterested. 

'  Mr.  CASEY  then  took  the  chair;  and  the  com- 
ttjfcee  resumed  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
Mftiw  the  House^ 

Mr.  BARNARD,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  re- 
lumed hit  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill*    In  the 


course  of  his  speech,  he  sou  tended  ibat  the  present 
Administration  was  bound  to  furnish  all  the  means 
necessary  to  meet  the  outstanding  liabilities  of  the 
Government.  In  his  opioion,  tbejsum  a.vkcd  for  in 
the  present  bill  would  not  be  near  sufficient.  He 
objected  to  the  issue  of  Tieasury  notes  as  unconsti- 
tutional, and  was  in  favor  of  a  direct  loan.  He 
also  contended  that  in  case  the  present  Admin  is  tra 
tion  failed  to  make  the  ample  provision  which  he 
deemed  necessary,  then  the  whole  responsibility  of 
calling  an  extra  session  of  Congress  would  devolve 
upon  it  Mr.  B.  concluded  by  moving  to  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  observing  that  if 
the  motion  should  prevail,  and  be  reported  to  the 
House,  he  would  then  immediately  move  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  which  he  sent  to  the  Cam  on 
yesterday. 

Mr.  EVANS  thea  took  the  floor  on  the  same  side, 
at  concluded  at  half  past  three  o'clock. 

Mr.  BELL  followed,  bnt  gave  way  to  a  motion 
that  the  committee  rise;  which  motion  prevailed. 

So  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  progress; 
and, 

On>otion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN,  it  was 

Reealved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  ibis  Hou»e,  whether  the  patents 
for  lands,  which  have  issued  from  the  office  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  since  the 
passing  of  the  act  of  the  25th  April,  1812,  entitled 
"an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  General  Land 
Office,  in  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,"  have 
in  all  cases,  in  satisfaction  of  military  land  war- 
rants, or  otherwise,  been  issued,  in  conformity  with 
the  requisition  tin  the  cigbih  section  of  said  act,  "in 
the  name  of  the  United  Sates,"  and  been  counter- 
signed by  the  Commissioner  of  said  office;"  and  if 
these  requirements  have  been  omitted  or  departed 
from— in  what  particular,  at  what  time,  and  under 
what  authority  the  omission  or  variance  has  been 
authorized:  and  that  he  transmit,  with  his  answer 
thereto,  an  exemplied  cony  of  the  form  of  patents 
which  are  now  issued  nrom  said  office,  with  the 
manner  of  their  authentication. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  CLIFFORD,  the  report 
from  the  Select  Committee— to  which  was  referred 
the  letter  of  John  C.  Rives,  one  of  the  Printers  to 
this  House,  dated  the  31st  ultimo,  and  the  memo- 
rial of  Hugh  A.  Garland,  Cierk  of  the  House, 
dated  the  4th  instant,  both  communications  refer- 
ring to  a  controversy  between  the  parties  as  to  the 
power*  of  the  Clerk  to  control  the  binding  of  Con* 
gtessional  documents  and  the  printing  of  the  spe- 
cial orders  of  the  House— was  recoarmitted  to  that 
committee,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  verbal 
correction. 

Several  petitions  we?e  presented  by  Messrs. 
ATHERTON  and  HOFFMAN. 

Mr.  STANLY  submitted  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  Treasury  note  bill;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

J*e  if  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Howe  ef  RrprttenU- 
lives  ef  the  United  Store*  of  America  in  Cangreu  «#- 
eembled,  That  from  and  after  the  day  of 

on  the  importation  of  articles  hereafter 
mentioned,  there  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and 
paid  the  following  duties,  that  Is  to  say: 

On  all  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk 
shall  be  a  component  part,  coming  from  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  twenty  per  cent,  ad  ve- 
teran. 

On  all  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk 
shall  be  a  component  part,  coming  from  this 
side  of  the  Cape  cf  Good  Hope,  ten  per  cent.  ad 
valorem. 

On  all  wines,  except  the  wines  of  France,  twenty 
per  dent,  ad  valor  em. 

On  all  wines  of  France,  as  soon  as  the  treaty 
with  France  will  allow,  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent, 
ad  valorem. 

On  all  bleached  and  unbleached  Knew,  table 
linen,  linen  napkins,  and  linen  cambrics,  twenty 
percent,  ad  valorem. 

The  foregoing  duties  bcipg  in  accordance  with 


fre  terms  and  the  spirit  of  the  act  of  March  2d, 
1833. 

Atid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  laws  inconsist- 
ent with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 

Wednesday,  January  20/1841. 

The  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  reply  to  a  re- 
solution of  the  Senate  of  the  20th  July  last;  which 
wai  Uid  on  the  table. 

The  PRESIDENT  also  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  statement  of  the  con- 
tracts entered  into  by  that  Department  during  the 
year  1840;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
number  of  citizens  of  New  York,  remonstrating 
against  the  passage  of  any  bankrupt  law  during  V 
the  present  session;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  two  memorials  nume- 
rously signed  by  mechanics,  merchants,  and  others 
of  New  Yoik,  praying  that  if  any  bankrupt  law 
shall  be  passed  by  Congress,  that  banks,  and  other 
money  corporations,  may  be  included;  which 
were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
watchmen  and  assistant  watchmen  of  the  Execu- 
tive Departments,  praying  extra  compensation; 
whieh  was  leferrcd  to  the  Committee  on  the  Con- 
tingent Expenses  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pest  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  wti  ch  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Solomon  Andrews,  asking  that  his 
padlock  may  be  substituted  for  those  now  in  the 
public  use,  reported  that,  as  the  Postmaster  Gene* 
ral  bad  ample  powers  over  this  subject,  they  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject,  without  expressing  any  opinion  on  the 
merits  of  the  invention;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  waa  referred 
the  memorial  of  S;okes  and  Purdon,  made  an  ad- 
verse report  thereon,  and.  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  in  re- 
lation to  the  judicial  courts  of  the  district  of  New 
Hampshire,  reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
and  said  he  was  instructed  to  ask  that  the  bill  should 
be  taken  up  at  the  present  time. 

On  Mr.  SMITH'S  motion  the  bill  was  then  taken 
up,  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sion?, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  on  the 
subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Mo- 
Niel;  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Agnes  Dun-das,  was  taken 
up  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  bill  to  autho- 
rize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  an 
arrangement  or  compromise  with  any  of  the 
sureties  on  bonds  given  to  the  United  States 
by  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms for  the  port  of  New  York,  was  taken  up  and 
considered  as  m  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered 
to  beengrcssed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALL,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  Francis  Newman,  was  taken 
up,  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  WALKER,  the  bill  to  relinquish 
to  the  State  of  Mississippi  the  two  per  cent  fund 
accruing  by  the  act  for  the  admission  of  said 
S  a*e  into  the  Union,  was  taken  up  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  eugrossjd 
for  a  third  reading. 
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BILL8  PASSED. 

The  bill  from  the  House,  mating  temporary  pro- 
virion  for  lunatics  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
taken  up. 

Messrs.  WRIGHT,  SMITH  of  Connecticut, 
HENDERSON,  and  CALHOUN  opposed  its  pas- 
safe  en  the  ground  of  the  want  of  power  under  the 
Constitution  to  appropriate  moneys  from  the  Fede- 
ral Treasury  for  local  purposes.  It  was  advocated 
by  Messrs.  TAPPAN,  MERRICK,  KINO, 
LUMPKIN,  and  WALKER,  who  denied  that 
there  was  any  constitutional  question  involved, 
and  averred  that  justice  and  humanity  loudly  called 
for  its  passage.  The  question  being  taken  on  its 
passage,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— ayes  41, 
noes  6,  as  follews: 

YEAS— Messrs.AUen^knderson,Baysrd;IBenton, 
Buchanan,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Falton,  Graham,  Hun* 
tington,  Ker,  King,  Knight,  Lino,  Lumpkin,  Man- 
gum,  Merrick,  Monton,  Nichols?,  Nicholson.  Nor- 
vell, Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, 
White,  Williams,  and  Young— 41. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Henderson.  Hubbard, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  and  Wright— 6. 

Hie  bill  to  make  certain  appropriations  for  the 
Patent  Office; 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Pieaident  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  surveys  oi  the  lakes  and  lake  coasts 
to  be  made; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Avery,  Saltmarsh  and 
Company; 

The  bill  regulating  commercial  intercourse  be* 
tween  the  port  of  Cayenne,  in  French  Guiana,  and 
for  the  remission  of  certain  do  ties;  and 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  refund  the  duties  collected  on  the  French  ship 
Alexandre,  were  severally  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 
PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the 
public  lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the 
e,  and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  beiog  the  spe- 


cial order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  submitted  several  amend- 
ments, "which  will  be  more  particularly  designated 
when  the  debate  to  which  they  gave  rise  will  be 
published,  some  of  which  were  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows: 

8trike  out  the  word  "eighteen,"  and  insert 
"twenty-one,"  so  as  to  confine  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  to  persons,  heads  of  families,  of  twenty-one  of 
age  and  upwards. 

Upon  this  question  tbe  ayes  and  noes  were  de- 
manded, and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of.  Kentucky,  - 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Henderson, 
Huntington,  Ker,  Knight,  Manaum,  Merrick, 
Nicholas,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane, 
Ruggles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sou  hard,  Webster, 
White,  and  Williams— 24. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hobbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Norvell,  Por- 
ter, Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright, 
and  Young— 24. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  result  of  the 
vote  is  ayes  24,  noes  24<  my  vote  is  No:  so  the 
amendment  is  lost. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  limit  its  operation  to  two  years.     - 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  an  adjournment. 

Tbe  ayes  and  noes  on  adjournment  being  de- 
manded, it  was  determined  in  the  negative— ayes 
33,  noes  24,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Grahxm,  Hubbard, 
Huntington,  Ker,  Knight,  Lumfkin,  Merrick, 
Nicholas,  Porter,  Prentto,  Preston,  Roane,  Rog- 
njes,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
Webster,  and  White— 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Falton,  Henderson, 
King,  Linn,  Mangum,  Mouton,  Nicholson, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Con- 


necHcut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, 
Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— 24. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  Mr.  Husmifa- 
ton's  motion,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes 
18.  noes  2d,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Grahim,  Hunting- 
ton,  Ker,  Knight,  Mangam,  Merrick,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  South- 
ard, and  Tallmadge— 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Falton,  Henderson, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,'  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicho- 
las, Nicholson,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  and 
Young— 28. 

Upon  Mr.  TALLMADGbVS  suggestion,  and  by 
general  consent,  the  word  "white"  was  striken  out 
of  the  bill,  as  free  persons  of  color£are  allowed  to 
bold  property  in  all  the  States  of  the  Union. 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
being  concurred  in  by  the  Senate, 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  he  wished  now  to  re- 
new the  proposition,  which  was  voted  down  in  com- 
mittee—to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions  to 
report  a  bill  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  among  the  several  State?. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  and  Mr.  BENTON 
suggested  that  the  motion  to  recommit  would  be 
perfectly  in  order  after  the  bill  was  engrossed,  and 
hoped  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  would  take  that 
course,  and  permit  them  to  have  the  vote  upon  en- 
grossment this  evening. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  moved  an  adjournment, 
and  a  division  being  called  for,  it  was  negatived— 
ayes  31,  noes  23. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  tbe  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative— ayes  30,  noes  17,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Henderson, 
Hobbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Ni- 
cholas, Nicholson,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Ro- 
binson, Sevier,  Smith  of%  Connecticut,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Wall,  White,  William?,  Wright,  and  Young— 30. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Huntingdon, 
Ker,  Knight,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Prentiss, 
Preston.  Roane,  Ruggles,  and  Southard— 17. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wednesday,  January  20, 1841. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  petition  of  the  officers 
and  members  of  the  American  Peace  Society,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  take  measures  for  convening  a 
Coogress  of  Nations  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the 
principles  of  international  law,  and  of  organizing 
a  Court  of  Nations  to  examine  and  decide  upon  all 
disputes  that  may  arise  between  two  or  more  con- 
tending nations,  and  thus  settle  international  quar- 
rels without  resort  to  war;  which  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  E.  also  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Bucksport,  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
praying  for  reform  in  the  administration  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  JONES  of  New  York  presented  a  petition 
of  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Orange  county, 
New  York,  and  of.  Sussex  county,  New  Jersey,  for 
a  post  route  from  Union ville,  New  York,  along 
the  "Clove  road,"  to  Decfcertown,  New  Jersey,  and 
from  the  latter  place  along  the  "Drowned  Land 
road,"  back  to  Unionville.  Also,  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  Wantage,  New  Jersey,  for  a  post 
route  from  Unionville,  New  York,  to  Deckertown, 
New  Jersey,  on  the  "Clove  road"  rontej  which  pe- 
tition was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  PECK  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution, 
which  was  read  for  information,  and  is  as  follows: 

Retolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House,  the  number  of  treaties  and 
amended  treaties  held  and  concluded  with,  or  pro- 
posed to,  the  New  York  Indians,  or  any  portion  of 
them,  since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1834,  and  to 


wh  ch  the  United  States  were  a  party,  and  the  place 
where  such  treaties  and  amended  treaties  were  ne- 
gotiated and  concluded,  respectively,  and  when, 
and  the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  representing 
the  United  States  therein:  And  a'so,  the  names  of 
all  other  persons  (if  any)  who  now  are,  or  at  any 
have  been  a  par.y  to,  or  interested  in  said  treaties 
or  amended  treaties,  or  any  of  them;  together  with 
a  detailed  account  of  all  expenditures,  whether  in 
money  or  otherwise,  connected  therewith;  specify* 
ing  particularly  the  several  items  of  such  expendi- 
ture?, and  by  whom,  and  to  whom,  and  when  the 
same  were  made,  and  on  what  account,  re- 
spectively :  And  whether  the  Ogden  Land 
Company,  or  any  member  or  agent  of 
said  company,  have  defrayed,  or  at  any  dmejdid 
agree  to  defray  aay  portion  of  such  expenditure; 
and  if  so,  what  portion,  and  when,  and  to  -whom. 
And  that  the  Secretary  of  War  also  communicate 
to  this  House  copies  of  all  contracts  or  agreements 
between  the  United  Stales  and  said  land  company, 
or  any  member  thereof,  and  in  any  manner  con- 
nected with,  or  relating  to,  said  treaties,  or  amend* 
edueaties,  or  any  portion  of  any  of  them.  And 
that  be  also  communicate  to  this  House  copies  of 
all  correspondence  between  the  said  Secretary  or 
any  other  officer  or  agent  of  the  United  States  and 
the  said  land  company,  or  any  member,  attorney, 
or  agent-  thereof,  in  relation  to  said  treaties  or 
amended  treaties,  or  any  of  them,  or  in  relation  to 
the  aforesaid  expenditures,  or  any  portion  of  them. 

Objection  being  made  to  the  introduction  of  dm 
resolution, 

Mr.  PECK  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules; 
but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  CUsarr 
in  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
TREASURY  NOTE  BILL.  " 

Mr.  BELL  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  resumed  his 
remarks.  He  did  not  exactly  agree  with  the  views 
expressed  on  yesterday  by  his  friends  from  New 
York  and  Maine  [Messrs.  Evans  and  BUsjtabd.] 
For  while  on  the  one  hand  he  condemned  a  sprit  of 
mean  parsimony  in  the  Government,  he  would  wi  a 
equal  care  avoid  a  system  of  extravagance.  There 
was  a  proper  medium  between  the  two,  which  was 
a  just  system  of  economy.  After  adverting  to  tbe 
efforts  of  the  present  Administration  to  restrict  ' 
within  certain  bounds  the  expenditures,  he  com* 
tended  that  this  was  like  a  death  bed  repentance, 
and  did  not  accord  with  its  previous  course. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  true  state  of  the  question  was  not 
fo  much  the  present  'deficiency  in  the  Treasury, 
but  what  provision  ought  to  be  made  to  meet  the 
deficiency  which  would  arise  in  1842.  In  that 
year  it  was  clearly  foreseen  that  (here  would  arise  * 
permanent  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  and  in  his 
opinion  it  was  their  duty  to  discuss  that  important 
question  new*  If  the  friends  of  the  Administration 
should,  however,  neglect  to  provide  for  such  an 
emergency,  upon  them  most  rest  the  responsibility 
of  an  extra  session.  He  did  not  care  so  mncn 
about  the  form  in  which'  the  present  deficiency 
should  be  supplied.  As  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  had  been  fixed  upon  by  the  friends  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, he  had  no  objection  to  vote  for  it;  bat 
if  any  of  his  friends  should  move  to  amend  by  sub- 
stituting a  loan,  be  would  rather  support  the  mea- 
sure. He  was,  however,  perfectly  willing  to  ac- 
quiesce in  any  mode  which  should  be  supported  by 
the  majority. 

Mr.  B.  said,  this  was  the  first  time  for  forty 
years  that  a  new  Administration,  about  to  com* 
into  power,  had  to  be  restricted  in  their  measures 
for  the  ensuing  three  quarters  of  the  year,  by  the 
acts  of  the  Administration  going  out  of  power- 
He  then  proceeded  to  contend  that  the  expendi- 
tures of  Government  ought  never  to  be  reduced  by 
the  omission  to  carry  into  effect  the  appropriations 
made  by  Congress.  After  appropriations  had  been 
made,  he  urged  that  there  was  a  moral  obligation 
devolving  upon  the  Administration  to  carry  them 
into  effect.  Mr.  B.  then  stated  bis  opinion,  that 
if  all  the  appropriations  authorized  by  Congress 
should  be  applied  during  the  present  year,  the  de- 
ficiency, instead  of  being  but  Art  millions,  would 
amount  to  ten  or  perhaps  twelve  millions,  fin 
argued  that  if  the  expenditures  were  to  be  cat 
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down,  so  as  to  bring  them  within  the  limit  stated 
by  the  Se  eretary  of  the  Treasury,  then  the  army, 
airy,  and  other  public  interests,  most  necessarily 
safer. 

After  some  farther  remarks,  Mr.  B.  contended 
thai  for  the  last  two  years  the  Administration  had 
proceeded  upon  the  "staving  off"  system,  both  as 
regarded  the  appropriations  and  expenditures; 
whereas,  previous  to  1838,  the  "go  ahead"  system 
was  pursued. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  examine  and  criticise 
in  detail  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  to  argue  that  a  large  portion  of  the  balances 
referred  to  were  doe  to  the  former  unexpended  ap» 
pronriations. 

At  this  stage  an  incidental  dfecossion  arose  be- 
tween Mr.  B.  and  Messrs.  EVANS  and  WISE, 
as  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  Secretary  in  his  re- 
marks relating  to  the  unexpended  appropriations, 
Ac  It  appeared  that  each  gentleman  bad  taken 
different  news  of  the  subject.  Haying,  however, 
come  to  an  understanding, 

Mr.  B.  proceeded,  and  endeavored  to  show  that 
the  acmal  demands  against  the  Government  in  the 
year  would  far  exceed  that  estimated  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  He  then  reviewed  the  means 
proposed  by  the  Secretary  for  meeting  the  demands, 
and  argued  that  a  good  part  of  them  consisted  in 
the  mere  speculations  of  that  officer,  and  he  believ- 
ed not  more  than  one  half  would  be  good  for  cash. 

He  contended  that  even  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  himself  did  not 
rely  upon  the  means  referred  to  by  the  Secretary; 
forme  introduction  of  the  present  bill  proved  that, 
notwithstanding  the  alleged  means,  good  care  was 
taken  to  get  Ave  millions  of  Treasury  notes  for 
the  present  quarter. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded,  at  some  length,  to  consi- 
der the  merits  of  the  various  measures  suggested 
by  the  Secretary  for  meeting  the  deficiency  which 
wontd  arise  in  1843.  While  on  this  head,  he  com- 
plained that  the  Whigs  were  the  subject*  of  incon- 
sistent charges  from  their  opponents.  For  while 
at  one  time  they  were  charged  with  being  the  tools 
of  Britain,  and  acting  under  British  influence,  in 
the  next  breath  they  were  accused  of  raising  a 
high  tariff  as  a  commercial  retaliatory  measure 
upon  the  same  country. 

Mr.  B.  also  adverted  to  various  other  topics;  and 
having  concluded  at  a  few  minutes  past  three, 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  took  the  floor,  but 
gave  way  to  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise, 
which  motion  prevailed. 

So  the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress, 

Petitions,  on  leave,  were  presented  by  Messrs. 
DELLET,  WARREN,  RARIDEN,  BELL,  WIL- 
LIAMS of  Connecticut,  TRUMBULL,  DOE,  and 
REYNOLDS. 

[Mr.  Reynolds  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying 
far  a  remission  of  the  duty  on  railroad  iron  pur- 
chased for  the  State  of  Illinois  ] 

Several  other  gentlemen  asked  leave  to  present 
petitions;  but 

Mr.  ADAMS  wonid  object,  unless  petitions  were 
called  for  by  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN, 

Hie  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
Thursday,  January  21, 1841. 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  the  petition  of  Elisabeth 
Colborn;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  ths  memorial  of  citi- 

ns  of  Washtenaw  county,  Michigan,  praying  the 
_  tssageof  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

OH  motion  by  Mr.  STURGEON,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Hannah  M.  Baldwin,  now  on  file,  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  the  memorial  of  Lot 
Strkklm;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 


Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  the  memorial  of 
somas  Owen,  praying  that  the  duties  on  certain 
destroyed  by  fire  may  be  refunded;  which 
at  referred  to  the  Committee  on  finance. 
Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  Captain  J. 


Throckmorton;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Samuel 
Mackey,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  S.  the  bill  was  then  considered 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  being  ex- 
plained and  advocated  by  him,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  MBRRlCK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  extend  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M.  the  bill  was  then  taken  up 
and  considered  as  iu  committee  of  the  wbo'e,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Enoch 
Hidden,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Robert  P.  Wainright,  made 
an  adverse  report  thereon,  and  asked  to  be  dis- 
chaged  from  its  further  consideration;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert 
Arheart,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  to 
authorize  the  enrolment  and  registering  of  the 
schooner  Amistad,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment 

Mr.  K,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  to  abolish  the  port  of  delivery,  and 
the  office  of  surveyor  of  the  customs  at  Currituck 
Inlet,  North  Carolina,  ^reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  K.  the  bill  was  then  consi- 
dered as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Howland  Dyer,  made  an  adverse  report  thereon, 
and  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consi- 
deration; which  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of  Mississippi 
the  two  per  cent  fund  according  to  the  act  for  the 
admission  of  said  State  into  the  Union; 

The  bill  for  the  n  lief  of  the  heirs  of  Agnes  Dun- 
da?; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of,  the  heirs  of  Francis 
Newiqan; 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  (he  Trea- 
sury to  make  an  arrangement  or  compromise  with 
any  of  the  sureties  on  bonds  given  to  the  United 
States  by  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  the 
customs  for  the  port  of  New  York; 
were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW, 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log-cabin  thereon,  was  taken  up,  and 
having  been  read  through,  the  question  being  on  its 
passage— 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  then  submitted  the  propo- 
sition which  was  negatived  when  the  bill  was  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole — to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  States. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  wished  to  have  a  full  vote  of  the 
Senate  on  this  proposition,  and,  as  there  were  some 
Senators  now  absent  who  would  be  here  in  a  few 
days,  he  would  move  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  be  postponed  nntil  Mondsy. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  he  was  very  reluc- 
tant to  refuse  any  proposition  in  the  nature  of  an  ap- 
peal to  postpone,  if  be  thought  that  any  change  m 
the  result  would  be  produced  by  iu  But  if  the  ab- 
sent Senators  from  Virginia  and  Massachusetts 
were  both  here,  in  his  opinion,  no  change  would  be 
produced  by  their  votes.  The  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts might  indeed  vote  for  the  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky;  but  the  Senator  elected 
from  Virginia  ha)  again  and  again  voted  against 


the  proposition  heretofore,  and  he  believed  on  con- 
stitutional grounds.  The  friends  of  the  pre  emo- 
tion bill  were  anxious  for  its  passage,  as  a  measure 
of  good  to  the  new  Suites,  and  beneficial  to  the 
whole  Republic;  and  in  his  opinion,  a  further  post* 
ponement  of  the  bill  would  endanger  its  passage, 
from  a  want  of  time  to  consider  it  in  the  other 
House.  For  himsell,  therefore,  he  was  opposed  to, 
and  would  vote  against,  any  further  postponement 
of  the  bill. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  CRIT- 
TENDEN, 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  friends  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion bill  had  ever  been  desirous  to  keep  it  separate 
from  the  other  propositions,  that  they  might  all 
have  a  separate  consideration  on  their  respective 
merite;  but  gentlemen  opposite  were  endeavoring 
to  load  it  down  with  matter  that  was  foreign  te  it, 
and  that  would  have  ths  effect  of  overshadowing 
it.  Toe  bill  had  already  been  delayed  in  its  passage 
about  one  entire  month  by  those  propositions  to 
cede  the  public  lands  on  the  one  side,  and  to  divide 
our  land  revenue  on  the  other;  and  a  new  debate 
had  sprung  up  and  then  another,  to  over»hadow  the 
pre-emption  bill  entirely.  Now  he  held  it  to 
be  unparliamentary  to  bring  on  important  proposi- 
tions of  this  kind,  to  override  a  measure  that  was 
under  discussion;  and  he  held  that  each  of  these 
pn  positions  should  be  made  to  rest  on  its  own 
menu.  All  fair  legislation  would  require  this;  and 
be  denounced  such  a  practice  as  had  here 
been  resorted  to,  as  unparliamentary;  and  he 
held  it  to  be  much  more  so  to  push  aside  the  pre- 
sent bill,  or  to  delay  it  by  such  propositions, 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  up  a  new  measure, 
or  to  delay  it  for  the  purpose  of  getting  new  mem*  * 
bers  to  vote  upon  it.  Suppose  he  were  to  ask  gen- 
tlemen to  wait  on  any  particular  measure  until  Se- 
nators, who  might  be  detained  by  sickness,  either  of 
themselves  or  in  their  families,  should  arrive, 
would  be  be  deemed  by  them  to  be  in  order,  or 
would  such  a  course  be  considered  parliamentary? 
The  whole  would  at  once  be  declared  to  be  unpar- 
liamentary. But  what  wss  the  history  of  these 
measures  relating  to  the  public  land?  The  first  bill 
ever  brought  into  the  Senate  on  the  subject  was 
fourteen  years  ago.  That  bill  contained  the  three 
principles  (which  were  stated  as  well  in  the  title  as 
in  the  body  of  the  bill)  of  graduation  of  the*  prjee, 
the  right  of  pre-emption,  and  the  cession  of  the 
remainder,  after  a  certain  period,  to  t>e  States  in 
which  it  lay.  He  (Mr.  Benton)  brought  in  the  bill 
himself,  and  the  three  principles — graduation,  pre- 
emption, and  cession,  were  all  there;  tut  what  was 
the  result?  Why  en  a  consultation  among  the  friends 
of  the  bill,  it  was  deemed  more  wise  to  separate 
the  qeustion  of  cession  from  those  of  graduation 
and  preemption,  and  to  allow  tbat  question  to  be 
brought  in  as  a  separate  measure,  and  not  to  over- 
shadow a  small  proposition  with  one  of  greater 
magnitude,  and  therefore  they  cast  it  off.  But 
they  afterwards  found  that  they  could  get  along 
with  pre-emption  much  better  when  it  was  not  con- 
nected with  graduation,  and  they  therefore  made 
another  separation.  And  what  had  been  the  result? 
Why,  since  they  had  made  these  divisions  of  the 
original  measure,  which  he  (Mr.  Bsnton) 
brought  in  in  the  year  1826,  they  had  passed 
three  or  four  pre-emption  laws,  not  one  of 
which  would  have  passed  if  the  propositions  had 
all  been  kept  together.  The  whole  three  questions 
which  were  brought  in  to  close  and  wind  up  the 
whole  land  system  between  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  the  States,  it  was  deemed  at  that  early 
period  essential  to  separate,  and  on  that  principle 
the  friends  of  this  bill  were  acting  now,  and  already 
there  were  two  propositions  before  the  Senate — the 
one  for  pre-emption  and  the  other  for  gradua- 
tion, and  gentlemen  attempted  to  force  on 
the  former,  which  was  then  under  considera- 
tion, a  proposition  of  a  totally  different  charac- 
ter. By  the  vote  of  last  night,  tbey  saw  there 
were  two  to  one  in  its  favor,  and  yet  they  were  not 
satisfied  with  having  delayed  it  a  month  on  its  pas- 
sage, but  they  sought  to  lay  it  over  still  further, 
and  for  what?  For  the  purpose  of  waiting  until 
other  Senators  could  come,  whose  votes  in  oppo- 
sition would  not  change  the  result.  On  what  then 
was  their  proposition  for  delay  based?    Could  not 
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the  gentlemen  go  on  with  their  distribution  bill  as  a 
separate  measure?  Was  it  not  absurd  to  sop- 
pose  chat  the  Kentucky  bill  to  divide  the  laud 
revenue  could  noi  (pet  along  unless  they  defamed 
the  pre-emption  bill?  When  the  friends  of  the 
bill  saw  such  absurdities,  it  became  them  to  speak 
out  like  men. 

They  had  heard  much  said  there  against  pre- 
emption and  graduation— these  two  measures  had 
been  presented  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  country  as 
the  most  odious  and  intolerable  of  all  schemes;  epi- 
thets had  been  applied  to  them,  and  arguments 
brought  to  oppose  them,  as  the  most  odious  enor- 
mities) he  asked  then  to  bs  permitted  to  show  that 
these  *«cnormiiies"  had  not  been  thought  unfit  for  the 
legislative  action  of  that  Senate  on  previous  occa- 
sions, and  that  they  had  not  always  been  deemed 
so  opprobrious.  He  then  read  to  the  Senate 
a  proposition  which  had  been  made  four 
yearn  since  by  Mr.  Clat  of  Kentucky, 
which  contained  the  principles  of  graduation  and 
preemption— graduation  as  low  as  fifty  cents  per 
aore,and  pre-emption  to  150  acres — and  «  as  that  bill 
the  "total  deFtrvciion  of  our  beautiful  land  system?'1 
Was  that  bill  odious  and  abominable?  And  was 
the  country  called  upon  to  revolt  against  that 
bill?  Where  was  the  difference  between  that  bill 
and  the  bill  then  before  them?  And  yet  the  proposition 
which  was  now  denounced  as  leading  to  the  "total 
destruction  of  our  beautiful  land  system,"  as  going 
to  debauch  the  population  of  the  States,  wa?  once 
deemed  wholesome  legislation.  Let  in?  gentlemen 
opposite  bring  their  proposi ion  forward  as  an  inde- 
pendent one,  and  not  attempt  by  jt  to  overlay  one 
of  less  importance.  He  had  voted  for  the  se- 
cond proposition  to  amend,  by  ttriking  out  the 
instructions  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
and  inserting  the  bill  reported  by  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  [Mr.  NoavxLi.,]  but  he  had  done  so 
for  the  purpose  of  using  that  measure  as  a 
hammer  to  knock  the  otb  r  one  in  the  head, 
and  with  no  idea  of  overlaying  the  pre-emption 
bill  with  either  of  them.  He  was  willing  to  defeat 
the  distribution  with  the  cession  bill,  and  then  he 
should  have  been  ready  to  lay  aside  that  also;  but 
ha  was  not  willing  to  have  the  pre-emption 
bill  laid  aside.  He  hoped  they  should  have 
the  ayes  and  noes  on  'the  question  of  postpone- 
ment. 'He  was  desirous  to  bring  this  matter 
to  a  close,  but  he  was  satisfied  that,  to  use  a  re- 
mark of  the  Senator  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Clat] 
last  night,  no  pre-emption  bill  could  be  parsed 
but  by  candlelight,  and  he  thereto!  e  notified  the 
messengers  to  have  the  lamps  in  preparation. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone,  and  decided  in  the  negative— ayes  18, 
noes  28,  as  follow*: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Huntington, 
Ker,  Knight,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Preston, 
Haggles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
and  White— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Henderson, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicho- 
las, Nicholson,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Roafce, 
Robinson,  8evier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams  Wright,  and 
Young— 38. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to  re- 
commit, Mr.  CRITTENDEN  addressed  the  Senate 
at  much  length,  reviewing  in  detail  the  measures 
of  the  present  Administration. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  followed  in  replr,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded in  the  debate  by  Mr.  WEBSTER,  who  was 
followed  by  Mr.  BENTON,  and  at  5  o'clock 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Thursday,  January  21,  1841. 

On  motion  oi  Mr.  CARR,  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended for  one  hour,  for  the  purpose  ol  calling  for 
petitions  by  Stales. 

Petitions  were  then  presented  by 

Mr.  BURKE,  of  New  Hampshire. 

[Mr.  Burke  presented  the  msmoiial  of  Alden 
Partridge,  President  of  the  University  at  Norwich, 
Yermont,  in  relation  to  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  and  praying  that  young  men  educated 


at  other  military  institutions,  be  admitted  on  equal 
terms  with  the  young  men  educated  at  West  Point. 
Also,  the  memorial  of  Alden  Partridge,  praying 
Congress  to  take  measures  with  a  view  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  general  system  of  education  for  the 
youth  of  the  Republic] 

Messrs.  BR1GGS,  PARMENTER,  LINCOLN, 
WILLIAMS,  CALHOUN,  and  ADAMS,  of  Mas* 
saohusetts. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  and  moved  the  refer* 
ence  of  a  petition,  asking  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  this  District,  and  in  the  Terri  ories;  also,  that  no 
new  Territory,  tolerating  slavery,  may  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union. 

Mr.  CONNOR  moved  to  lay  that  portion  of  the 
petition  which  came  under  the  standing  rale  on  the 
table, 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  how  that  was  to  be  done,  for. 
the  petition  most  then  necessarily  be  cut  in  two. 

Mr.  WARREN  observed  that,  if  the*pniik>ners 
thought  proper  to  a'tach  objections bte  matter,  not 
receivable  by  the  House,  to  their  petition,  they 
ought  not  to  complain  if  the  whole  was  rejected. 
He  was  therefore  in  favor  of  the  rejection  of  the 
whole. 

That  portion  of  the  petition  coming  under  the 
rule,  having  been  laid  on  the  table  tub  siletitio, 

Mr.  BLACK  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote,  for 
the  purpose,  in  case  it  should  be  reconsidered,  of 
moving  the  rejection  cf  the  whole,  as  he  contended 
tba'  no  part  of  it  ought  to  have  been  received. 

On  that  motion,  Mr.  ADAMS  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WISE  rose  to  appoint  of  order.  He  desired 
to  know  whether  any  portion  of  that  petition  could 
be  received  under  the  rule.  The  latter  portion,  re- 
lating to  the  admission  of  new  Territories  into  the 
Union  which  tolerated  slavery,  was,  in  his  opinion, 
as  much  within  the  spirit  of  the  rule  as  the  former 
portion  of  the  petition;  and  he,  (Mr.  W.)  had  his 
attention  been  called  to  it  at  the  time,  would  have 
combated  the  dicision  of  the  Speaker,  by  which 
the  latter  portion  was  received.  His  point  of  order 
was,  that  as  the  whole  of  the  petition  came  under 
the  rule,  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  a  part  of  it 
could  not  be  entertained. 

,  After  some  debate  of  a  conversational  efiaracter, 
the  rule  relating  to  the  rejection  of  abolition  papers 
was  read,  as  follows : 

"No  petition,  memorial,  'resolution,  or  other  pa- 
per, praying  the  abolition  of  Blavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  or  any  State  or  Territory,  or  the  slave 
trade  between  the  Sta'es  or  Territories  of  the  United 
States  in  which  it  now  exists,  shall  be  received  by 
this  Howe,  or  entertained  in  any  way  whatever." 

Mr.  WISE  again  urged  his  point  of  order,  and 
contended  that  the  whole  cf  the  petition  evidently 
came  within  the  spirit  of  the  rule.  He  conceived 
that  the  object  of  the  rule  was  to  dispose  of  «U  pa- 
pers tainted  with  thit  abominable  heresy. 

The  quetiion  then  being  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Black  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  a  por- 
tion of  the  petition  had  been  laid  en  the  table/it  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  folio  ws: 

YEAS— Messrs.  AlCord,  Andrews, Banks,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Black,  BJackwel),  Boyd, Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Car* 
roll,  Chapman,  Chinn,  Clifford,  Cole*,  Connor, 
William  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crockett,  Cr<  s«, 
John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Garrett  Davis,  Daw- 
son,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dellet,  Earl,  Eastman, 
Fisher,  Galbraith,  Garland,  Gentry,  Goggin,  Gra- 
ham, Graves,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hawkins,  Hill  of 
Virginia,  Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hillcn,  Holmes, 
Hopkin?,  Hubbard,  Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones, 
Keim,  Ktlle,  King,  Lane,  Leadbetler,  L?er,  Leo* 
nard,  Lucas,  McCarty,  McClellan,  McClnre, 
McKay,  Marchand,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Parish,  Pope,  Prentiss,  Rey- 
nolds, Rhett,  Rives,  Jas.  Roger?,  Samuels,  Shaw, 
Albvrt  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Stanly,  Steenrod, 
Stuart,  Swearingeo,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Philip  F. 
Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Triplett,  Turney,  Vroom, 
Warren,  Watlerson,  Weller,  John  White,  Jared 
W-  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams, Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Wor- 
taington— 103. 


NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Baker,  Boardman, 
Briggs,  Brockwav,  Calhoun,  Ca»ey,  Chittenden, 
Cranston,  Edward  Davies,  Doe,  Edwards.  Evans, 
Fillmore,  Gates,  Giddings,  Granger,  Hall,  Henry, 
Hunt,  James,  Charles  Johnston,  Kemnshall,  Lin- 
coln, Meiedith  Mai  lory,  Marvin,  Calvary  Morris, 
Morrow,  0>borne, ,  Pal  en,  Parmenter,  Peck,  Ran- 
dall, Rariden,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstall, 
Sergeant,  Simonton,  Truman  Smith,  Stark- 
weather, Tillinghast,  Toland,  Trumbull,  Peter  J. 
Wagner,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams, 
and  Winthrop— 51. 

So  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  BLACK  here  rose  and  was  about  to  sub- 
mit  his  motion  for  rejecting  the  whole  of  the  me- 
morial, when 

Mr.  ADAMS  wished  to  make  an  observation. 

Mr.  WISE,  I  claim  the  floor. 

Mr.  BLACK.  As  the  vote  wai  reconsidered  on 
my  motion.    I  am  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.    ADAMS.  No,  sir,   I   claim    the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
geailemnn  from  Virginia  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Bat  I  have  the  floor  on  a  point  of 
order  which  I  desire  to  make. 

The  SPEAKER  then  decided  that  as  the  gentle- 
*  man  from  Massachusetts  rose  to  a  point  of  order, 
he  of  course  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  understood  to  say  that  as  the 
vote  to  lay  on  the  table  had  been  reconsidered, 
his  motion  of  reference  of  the  whole  subject  would 
necessarily  come  up  again  for  consideration. 

Mr.  WISE  agaiu  ro.:e  to  claim  the  floor. 

Mr.  ADAMS  persisted  in  bis  claim  to  it,  and 
was  proceeding,  when 

Mr.  WISE,  in  a  very  loud  tone,  said  he  cared 
not  what  the  ge mleman  from  Massachusetts  claim- 
ed, for  he  (Mr.  W.)  claimed  the  floor,  and  wished 
to  inquire  of  the  Chair  what  it  was  that  had  been 
laid  en  the  table,  the  vote  on  which  has  just  been 
reconsidered. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  him  that  it  was  that 
portion  of  the  petition  coming  within  the  rales;  and 
the  question  then  pending  was  on  the  motion  pre- 
viously made  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

After  some  further  debate  of  a  conversational 
character,  and  which,  owing  to  the  confusion  which 
prevailed,  could  not  be  distinctly  beard — 

Mr.  CONNOR  explained,  that  when  the  petition 
was  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachw- 
setts,  he  (Mr.  C.)  was  just  takiBg  his  seat,  and 
moved  to  lay  on  the  table  that  portion  which  came 
within  the  rale;  but  be  was  afterwards  convinced 
that  the  whole  of  the  petition  came  within  the  rule, 
and  he  therefore  now  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  a 
part  only  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BL&CK  having  succeeded  in  getting  the 
floor,  asked  whether  it  would  not  now  be  in  order 
for  him  to  move  the  rejection  of  the  whole  of  the 
petition. 

Mr.  WISE.  No,  for  it  is  already  rejected  under 
the  rule. 

Mr.  BLACK  said  it  was  a  mistake,  for  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  refer 
was  stilt  pending,  and  a  motion  had  been  made  by 
some  one  to  lay  a  portion  of  the  petition  on  the 
table,  he  cared  not  by  whom,  but— 

Mr.  WISE.  But  the  motion  cannot  be  made, 
for  it  is  already  laid  on  the  table,  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  BLACK  wished  to  explain,  when 

Mr.  WISE  persisted  in  urging  his  point  of  order, 
that  the  petition  had  already  been  laid  on  the  table, 
under  the  standing  role  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BLACK  said  he'Wifhed  to  move  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  whole  of  the  petition,  on  the  ground  that 
a  certain  portion  of  it  had  been  decided  by  the 
Speaker  as  not  coming  within  the  role.  If  it  should 
be  permitted  that  petitions  should  be  received,  a 
part  of  which  came  within  (he  rule  and  a  part  of 
which  did  not  come  within  the  rule,  that  would  ha 
nothing  less  than  a  fraud  upon  the  House.  He  was, 
therefore,  for  rejecting  the  whole. 

Mr.  WISE  could  not  see  how  a  motion  to  reject 
the  whole  could  be  in  order;  for  one  portion  of  the 
petition  had  already  been  rejected  by  the  decision  of 
the  Chair.  But  he  (Mr.  W.)  contended  that  mo 
part  of  it  ought  to  have  been  received.  After  some 
further  remarks,  Mr.  W.  mid  if  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  would  alter  his  motion  so  as  to  < 
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only  thai  part  of  the  petition  which  the  Speaker  had 
derided  conld  be  received,  he  woald  go  with  him. 

Mr.  ADAMS  here  rcee,  and  ia  the  course  of 
i  remarks,  the  whole  of  which  the  uproar  did 
tit  the  Reporter  to  hear,  denounced  the 
j  rule  ef  the  House  prohibiting  the  reception 
of  Abolition  papers,  as  au  iafamoas  and  unconsti- 
tutional rule. 

Mr.  CRAIG  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He  con- 
tended that  the  question  as  it  then  stood  was  not 
debatable. 

Mr.  ADAMS.    No:  only  on  one  side. 

Mr.  CRAIG  said  the  question,  as  it  now  stood, 
was  precisely  the  same  as  if  no  vote  had  been 
taken  on  the  original  motion  of  Mr.  Aoams. 

Many  members  here  attempted  to  speak  at  oner, 
aid  much  confusion  prevailed. 

After  order  had  been  restored, 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that  th.e 
debate  was  not  in  order  except  en  that  portion  of 
the  petition  which  he  conceived  did  not  come  with- 
in the  rule. 

After  some  brief  remarks  from  Messrs.  WISE 
aid  BLACK— 

Mr.  ADAMS  again  took  the  floor  aud  said  he 
had  presented  the  whole  of  the  petition,  and  so 
long  as  he  had  a  voice  in  the  House,  he  would  eon* 
tinue  to  present  them.  Mr.  A.  was  proceeding  to 
make  some  remarks  in  relation  to  the  observations 
of  Mr.  Wise  that  "he  would  have  combated  the 
decision  of  the  Speaks*,  had  his  attention  been 
called  to  the  petition  when  presented,"  when 

Mr.  WI8E  called  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  order  for  a  disorderly  expression  Mr. 
W.  then  stated  what  he  understood  the  member  to 
charge,  viz:  that  he,  Mr.  W.  bad  said  he  wonld 
have  Oetmttd  to  the  Speaker.  Such  was  not  the 
fact;  as  every  gentleman  on  the  floor  knew  that  he 
had  said  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  ADAMS  explained  that  he  bad  not  made 
men  a  charge.  What  be  said  was  in  relation  to 
what  the  member  from  Virginia  Ad,  and  not  what 
the  member  atut  be  would  have  done. 

Mr.  WISE  denied  that  he  ever  said  be  wonld 
have  dictated  to  the  Speaker,  or  that  such  was  his 
intention.  Mr.  W.  made  some  farther  observations 
which  ceo  id  not  be  distinctly  heard. 
■  Mr.  ADAMS  explained  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  mistook  his  meaning.  What  he  (Mr. 
A.)  had  reference  to  was  the  manner  in  which  that 
gentleman  usually  addressed  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  regretted  nothing  so  much  a 
personal  quarrel  with  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts;  but  be  must  be  permitted  to 
say  that  there  was  no  man  in  the  Houte  more  capa- 
ble of  exhibiting  dictatorial  feelings  than  that  gentle- 
man; aiid  he  was  now  setting  an  example  for  the 
younger  members. 

The  SPEAKER,  in  reply  to  a  question  from 
Mr.  BLACK,  decided  that  a  motion  to  reject 
could  apply  only  to  so  much  of  the  petition  as  had 
been  decided  did  not  come  onder  the  role. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  BLACK  took  an  ap- 
peal, and  contended  that  the  petition  could  not 
be  separated,  for  it  was  one  and  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  B.  then  commenced  reading  the  petition  with 
a  view  of  proving  his  proposition. 

Mr.  ADAMS  desired  to  inquiie  of  the  gentle- 
men* whether  it  was  in  order  to  read  that  which 
the  House  had  determined  it  would  not  receive. 

Mr.  BLACK  said  he  was  reading  the  petition 
wiih  a  view  of  showing  that  the  Speaker  had 
aonmiited  an  unintentional  error  in  not  rejecting 
the  whole. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  the  reading  of 
ifcatt  portion  of  the  petition  which  came  within  the 
rale,  could  not  be  read  but  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  ADAM8  said  that  nnless  the  whole  subject 
should  be  thrown  open  to  debate,  he  would  obj'ct. 

The  SPEAKER  then  remarked  that,  as  objec- 
tion had  been  made,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
would  not  be  in  order  in  reading  the  petition. 

After  some  debate  en  this  point  between  Messrs. 
BLACK,  WISE,  and  CRAIG,  the  noise  was  so 
great  that  several  members  rose  to  order. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  called  for  order  all  over. 

Mr.  BLACK  again  contended  that  one  portion 
of  the  petition  conld  not  be  rejected  without  the 
other,  and  if  one  part  wa*  received,  so  most -the 


other  be.  Besides,  if  this  practice  was  to  be  adopt- 
ed, then  thousands  of  petitions  might  be  introduced 
into  the  House  like  so  many  fire  brand*,  in  defiance 
of  any  reso'ujion  that  might  be  adopted. 

The  hoar  having  now  expired,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

And  the  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of 
TREASURY  NOTES, 
being  the  special  order,  the  House  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  Casst  in  the  Chair,  and  resumed  (be 
consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  being  entitled  to 
the  floor,  proceeded  at  some  length  to  crtticue  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  give 
his  views  ia  relation  to  the  contemplated  means  of 
meeting  any  deficiency  in  the  revenue. 

Mr.  RHETT  followed,  and  was  about  to  show 
that  there  was  no  need  either  of  a  loan,  or  the  im- 
position of  a  tariff  on  wines,  silks,  etc.  as  contended 
by  some;  but  that  the  present  bill  wonld  afford  am- 
ple means  for  relieving  the  Treasury;  when 

A  motion  that  the  committee  rife,  was  made,  and 
prevailed. 

&j  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Hi. use  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Fbidav,  January  22, 1841. 

The  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
following  reports: 

A  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  agree- 
ably to  law,  accompanied  by  statements  of  the  ex* 
penditures  for  that  Department  during  the  year 
1840;  and  the  balances  remaning  in  the  Treasury 
at  the  close  of  (he  year. 

A  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  ei  hi  biting 
the  nuff.bTof  clerks  in  that  Department  during 
the  year  1840,  and  tbe  som  paid  each. 

A  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  showing 
the  number  aad  kind  of  United  States  troops  sta- 
tioned on  the  Western  frontier,  from  Fort  Snelling 
to  Fort  Jesnp. 

A  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made 
agreeably  to  law,  exhibiting  a  statement  ot  the 
contracts  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
during  the  year  1840. 

The  reports  were  severally  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Iretoiwo?,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  in- 
structed te  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  granting 
to  George  Johnson  a  pension,  for  a  disability  in- 
curred by  him  during  the  last  war,  while  in  the  mi- 
litary service  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  line  of 
hi<  doty. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  tc;  and  the  papers 
connected  with  the  case  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  presented  a  memorial  of  ci- 
tizens of  Claibrrne  county,  Mississippi,  praying 
(he  pauage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MERRICK  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Jtooftwd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  in'o  the  expediency  of 
abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Capt  J. 
Throckmorton,  repotted  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  H.  Greene,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  committed  the  petition  of  Caleb  Eddy, 
reported  a  bill  for  bis  relief;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  leading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  re- 
presentatives ot  Samuel  Mackey; 

The  bill  to  extend  the  chatter  of  the  Bank  of 
Alexandria;  and 

Tbe  bill  to  abolish  the  port  of  delivery  and  the 


office  of  surveyor  of  the  customs,  at  Currituck  In* 

let,  North  Carolina, 

were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  G.  Skinner  of  Alabama  was  taken 
up,  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
ORDERS  OP  THE  DAY. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up  and  considered 
a  8  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading: 

The  bUI  to  provide  for  taking  evidence  in  tbe 
District  of  Colombia  aad  in  tbe  Territories  of  tbe  • 
United  States,  in  certain  cases. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executor  of  Thomas 
Cooper,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Aaron  Vail,  deceased,  late  cnsul  at  L'Orienl 

The  bill  to  confirm  claims  to  lands  in  the  district 
between  ihe  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan,  of 
Louisiana. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan. 

Tbe  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the 
Ouachita  land  district,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
being  taken  up,  was,  on  motion  by  Mr.  MOUTON, 
amended  by  adding  to  it 

The  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  Loui- 
siana; and 

The  bill  to  confirm  certain  land  claims  in  the 
Greensburg  land  dis'r  C,  S  ate  of  Louisiana;  and 
was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing- 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joan  Belgar  was  taken 
up,  aad  after  a  debate  in  which  Messrs.  MOUTON, 
LINN,  and  KING,  advocated  the  bill,  and  Mr. 
CLAY,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  acting  on  it  at  pre- 
sent, >he  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  esubli&h  a  permanent  prospective  pre* 
emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  calti rate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  1«  g  cabin  thereon,  was  taken  up,  and  hav- 
ing been  read  through,  the  question  being  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the  distribution, 
of  the  proceeds  ef  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  Slates, 

.  Mr.  BUCHANAN  addressed  the  Senate  at 
length,  answering  fully  and  satisfactorily  the 
charges  of  extravagance  against  the  present  Admi- 
mis'raiion  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Crittenden. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  replied  at  length;  and  af- 
ter some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  BUCHA- 
NAN aod  CRITTENDEN, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  obtained  the  floor,  and  after ' 
some  remarks  on  the  subject  cf  Executive  and 
party  responsibility  for  extravagance  in  expendi- 
ture, be  announced  his  intention  of  discussing  the 
subject  before  them— the  distribution  bill  in  con- 
nection with  the  protective  system — but  many  Se- 
nators requesting  bim  to  yield  to  a  motion  for  ad- 
journment, he  assented, 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  January  33, 1841. 

Mr.  BLACK  inquired  whether  the  first  business 
in  order  was  not  the  appeal  which  he  took  from. 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  on  jesterday,  (*rho  de- 
cided "that  so  much  of  the  petition  as  prays  that 
no  new  State  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  the 
Constitution  of  which  may  tolerate  slavery,  did 
not  come  within  the  prohibition  of  the  rule,  and 
that,  therefore,  that  part  of  the  petition  has  been 
receive  d.") 

The  SPEAKER  replying  iu  the  negative, 

Mr.  BLACK  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  in 
order  that  the  unfinished  business  of  the  morning 
hour  of  yesterday  might  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  J.  W.  JONES  hoped  that  the  motion  would 
not  pr.vail,  and  that  the  House  would  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  special  order,  viz;  tbe 
Treasury  note  bill. 

Mr.  BLACK  thfn  submitted  his  motion  in  writ- 
ing, that  the  morning  hour  be  appropriated  to  the 
disposition  of  the  appeal  which  he  took  on  yester- 
day from  the  decision  of  tbe  Chair  relative  to  the 
reception  of  certain  petitions  then  presented. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  he  anderstood  this  to  be! 
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a  motion  to  resume  the  presentation  of  petitions. 
He  had  a  bundle  of  petitions,  and  wanted  to  get  rid 
of  them,  and  be  knew  that  that  was  the  ease  with 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Carr]  who  asked  to  present  pe- 
titions yesterday,  to  which  he  (Mr.  A)  objected, 
because  petitions  were  not  called  for  in  order. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  roles,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  J.  W.  JONES  tken  moved  that  the  House 
fro  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Treasury 
Note  bill. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  said  that  as  this  was  the  day 

*  appropriated  by  the  rales  to  the  consideration  of 

private  business,  he  would  move  to  suspend  the 

special  order  until  Monday  next,  for  the  purpose 

of  taking  up  the  private  calendar. 

But  the  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  having  prece- 
dence, the  question  was  taken  thereon  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meors.  Alford,  Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Black,  Blackwell,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Aaron 
V.  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  William 
O.  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Clifford,  Connor,  William  R.  Cooper, 
Crabb,  Crary,  Cross,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis, 
Dickerson,  Delict,  Doan,  Doig,  Earl,  Eistman, 
Ely,  Fine,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Fcrnance,  Galbraith, 
Gerry,  Graham,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hand,  John 
Hastings,  Hawkins  Hill  of  N.  C.  Hillen,  Holmes, 
Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Joseph  Johnson.  Cave  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lowell,  Lucas, 
McClellan,  McKay,  Meredith  Mallory,  Marchand, 
Medill,  Miller,  Montanya,  Montgomery,  Samuel 
W.  Morris*,  Newhard,  Nisbet,  Parrish,  Parmenter, 
Parris,  P.ckens,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Edward  Rogers, 
Samuels,  Shaw,  Sh*pard,  Albert  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Strong, 
Sumter,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
P.  F.  Thomas,  J? cob  Thompson,  Vanderpoei, 
Vroom,  Weller,  WVk,  JaredW.  William?,  Henry 
Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  and  Wise— 104. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Andrews,  Barnard, 
Bond,  Calhoun,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Chinn,  Chit- 
tenden, James  Cooper,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Edward  Davies,  Garrett  Davis,  Dawson, 
Deberry,  Dennis,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Garland, 
Gates,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Gosgin,  Granger,  Green, 
Habersham,  Hall,  Henry,  Hill  of  Va.  Hoffman, 
Hunt,  James,  Jenifer,  Charles  Johnston,  Wm. 
Cost  Johnson,  Kempshatl,  King,  Lane,  Lincoln, 
McCarty,  Francis  Mallory,  Marvin,  Monroe, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Calvary  Mortis,  Osborne,  Peck, 
Pope,  PronV,  Randall,  Raridea,  Rayner,  Reed, 
Ridgway,  Russell,  8altonstal),  Sergeant,  Simonton, 
Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stuart,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Tripled,  Trumbull,  Warren,  and  John  While— 
70. 

So  the  House  determined  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL, 
and  accordingly  resumed  the  consideration  thereof, 
(Mr.  Casey  in  the  chair  ) 

Mr.  RHETT  being  entitled  to  the  (bor,  resumed 
his  remarks  from  yesterday,  in  which  he  had  com- 
menced an  argument  to  show  that  neither  a  loan 
of  ten  millions,  nor  a  new  tariff  on  silks,  etc.  would 
be  necessary;  but  that  the  present  bill  would  fur- 
nish ample  means  for  relieving  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  R.  proceeded  to  controvert  the  arguments  of 
Mr.  Evans,  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  expendi- 
tures chargeable  on  the  present  year.  He  adverted 
to  the  item  referred  to  by  Mr.  E.  of  two  and  a  half 
millions  chargeable  upon  1841,  for  the  forces  in 
Florida.  Now,  he,  Mr.  R.  contended  that  the 
charge  had  not  yet  arisen,  nor  would  it  arise,  un- 
less Congress  should  pass  the  bill,  authorizing  the 
enlistment  of  1500  mounted  men  and  500  fcot. 

Mr.  EVANS  explained  that  this  charge  had  al- 
ready been  incurred,  and  was  designed  chiefly  for 
the  pay  of  two  thousand  militia,  called  into  the  re- 
gular service  in  Florida,  under  the  law  authorizing 
the  acceptance  of  the  services  of  militia  for  three 
months.  These  men,  he  urged,  had  been  thus  en- 
gaged from  three  months  to  three  months,  and  it 
was  for  the  payment  of  forces  already  taken  into 
the  service  that  the  money  was  due. 

Mr.  RHETT  was  understood  to  maintain  that 
here  was  nothing  in  the  estimates  to  show  that 


these  ttilitia  were  now  in  the  service,  and  for  all  he 
or  the  gentleman  knew,  they  might  have  been  dis- 
banded. Mr.  R.  contended  mat,  however  that 
might  be,  the  item  for  the  Florida  war  was  not  ne- 
cessarily a  portion  of  the  expenditure  for  the  pre- 
s-nt  year.  -  For,  as  the  present  Administration 
went  out  of  power  on  the  4ih  of  March,  it  was  not 
certain  that  the  next  Administration  would  conti- 
nue that  war.  So  thus  it  did  not  necessarily  fol- 
low that  this  item  should  be  charged  upon  the  ex- 
penditures of  1841,  as  urged  by  the  member  from 
Maine. 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  vindicate  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  in  the  views  that  officer  had  taken 
in  respect  to  the  appropriations  for  the  present 
year,  and  the  unexpended  balances  of  former  ap- 
propriations. 

As  regarded  an  assertion  that  a  million  of 
dollars  for  the  Post  Office  would  be  chargeable  on 
the  expend  itaies  of  1841,  Mr.  R.  contended  that 
such  would  not  be  the  fact.  He  read  extracts  from 
the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  to  show  that 
although  the  Department  might  occaasonally  re- 
quire a  temporary  assistance,  yet,  upon  the  whole, 
it  was  capable  of  maintaining  itself  from  its  own 
resources. 

Having  adverted  to  the  great  amounts  set  down 
in  the  estimates  for  the  Florida  war,  the  navy  pen- 
sion fund,  etc.  which  could  not  be  strictly  charge- 
able to  the  expenditures  until  actually  required,  and 
passed  upon  by  Congress, Mr.  R.  next  proceeded  to  re- 
view the  means  calculated  upon  by  the  Secretary  of 
ihe  Treasury  for  meeting  the  engagements  of  Go- 
vernment for  the  present  year,  and  which  he  main- 
tained would  be  mrst  ample. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  could  not  help  but  notice  the 
inconsistency  of  the  opponents  of  the  present  Ad* 
ministration.  For  when  be  first  took  bis  seat  on 
that  floor,  the  cry  of  those  gentlemen  was  "retrench- 
ment," "retrenchment,"  and  they  were  blaming  the 
Administration  for  alleged  extravagance.  But 
how  was  it  now?  Why,  they  had  turned  round  and 
were  at  this  time  loud  in  their  denunciations  against 
the  Administration  for  meanness  and  parsimony. 
He,  Mr.  R.  if  he  did  not  mistake  the  signs  of  the 
times,  thought  he  foresaw,  as  soon  as  the  new  Ad- 
ministration should  come  into  power,  that  the  coun- 
try would  be  deluged  with  a  full  tide  of  extrava- 
gance. 

Mr.  R.  after  some  further  remarks  in  relation  to 
the  course  he  anticipated  the  next  Administration 
would  pursue,  proceeded  to  combat  the  idea  enter- 
tained by  some,  that  a  tax  upon  luxuries  would 
not  diminish  their  eonsum'ption.  He  admitted, 
however,  that  a  tax  Upon  necessaries  would  have 
that  effect,  as  the  ease  of  the  poor  English  laborer 
proved,  when  at  least  two-thirds  of  his  hard  earn- 
inzs  were  taken  by  taxation. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  said,  if  the  gentleman 
referred  to  his  remarks  on  yesterday,  he  would  ex- 
plain what  he  meant.  It  was  that  wines  and  silks, 
being  articles  of  luxury,  were  consumed  by  the 
rich;  and,  so  far  as  they  were  concerned,  an  ad- 
vance of  price  would  furnish  an  additional  recom- 
mendation for  their  use,  instead  of  diminishing  the 
consumption.    x 

Mr.  RHETT  proceeded,  and  went  into  a  long 
argument  to  show  how  injuriously  a  tariff  on  silk 
would  affect  the  commerce  between  the  Eastern 
States  and  France.  He  contended  that  if  this 
commerce  shall  be  interrupted  in  any  degree,  it 
must  necessarily  operate  injuriously  upon  the 
South;  for,  if  the  French  people  could  not  send 
their  silks  in  return  for  the  millions  of  the  raw  ma- 
terial of  cotton  imported  by  them  from  th's  coun- 
try, how  could  it  do  otherwise  than  affect  the  in- 
terests of  the  cotton  growers.  If  a  duty  should  be 
laid  upon  the  French  silks,  how  could  they  pay  for 
the  seventeen  millions  of  exported  cotton?  By 
placing  a  doty  on  silks,  would  any  gentleman  un- 
dertake to  say  that  it  would  not  diminish  the  value 
of  cotton? 

A  tax  upen  imports  would  always  effects  the 
exports  of  a  country,  and  if  the  views  of  those  gen- 
tlemen in  favor  of  laying  a  tariff  on  silk  should  be 
carried  out,  the  effect  must  necessarily  be  to  reduce 
the  price  of  that  staple  by  which  the  commerce  was 
carried  on.  For  it  would  be  admitted  by  all,  that 
cotton  was,  in  fact,  the  currency  with  which  the 


whole  commerce  of  this  country  was  carried  on; 
and  if  a  tax  should  be  laid  on  what  that  cotton 
brought  into  the  country!  it  must  necessarily  de- 
range the  prices  of  it? 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  argue  that,  in  the  first 
place,  there  existed  no  necessity  for  raising  any  ad- 
ditional means;  and  if  there  did,  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  raising  it  on  (his  particular  article,  silk. 

Until  yesterday  he  had  been  utterly  at  loss  to  con- 
ceive why  this  project  of  laying  a  duty  on  silk  had 
been  introdoc  d.  But  from  the  remarks  of  an 
honorable  Senator  be  now  comprehended  the  drift 
It  appeared  that  the  revenue  from  this  source  was 
to  supply  the  deficiency  which  would  arise  cfrom 
the  contemplated  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands.  Here  the  mystery  was  explained. 
He  now  understood  it  well,  and  in  that  case  there 
would  be  a  necessity  for  some  such  measure.  But 
in  the  present  condition  oi*  the  Treasury,  there  was 
no  call  for  it. 

Mr.  R.  then  gave,  at  some  length,  his  views  in 
relation  to  the  compromise  act,  its  intent  and  cha- 
racter. He  controvetted  the  argument  assumed 
yesterday  by  his  colleague  from  Sooth  Carolina, 
[Mr.  W.  Th'Wpsox,]  that  that  act  was  a  perma- 
nent arragemen? — a  settled  principle  of  action  be- 
yond the  day  assigned  by  the  limitation  on  the  face 
of  it.  Once,  indeed— taking  his  views  rather  from 
the  speeches  of  honorable  gentlemen  than  from  a 
close  scrutiny  of  the  act  itself— he  had  been  under  , 
the  impression  that  it  was  permanent.  Such,  how- 
ever, was  not  his  opinion  now.  So  far  from  re- 
garding it  as  fixing  a  permanent  and  illimitable 
principle,  he  declared  his  conviction  that  it  did  not 
live  one  day  beyond  the  6th  of  March,  1842;  and 
that,  after  that  day,  not  a  single  dollar  could  be 
collected  from  customs  under  its  provisions.  He 
believed  the  law  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  he  did 
not  regard  it  as  binding  upon  him.  These  views 
Mr:  R.  discussed  at  great  length. 

la  conclusion,  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
tariff  question  ought  not  to  be  touched  now— that  it 
should  lie  over  to  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
when  there  ought  to  be  a  general  re-mcdeHing  of 
duties.  The  proper  coure  was,  to  let  the  in-com- 
ing administration  take  up  that  question,  and  give 
us  their  prtjeet  in  regard  to  it,  if  they  had  any. 
Sufficient  means  would,  in  the  interim,  be  found 
in  the  Treasury  to  answer  all  their  purposes  daring 
the  year  1841. 

He  declared  his  intention  to  give  a  fair  and  ho- 
nest chance  to  the  administration  of  General  Har- 
rison. No  man  had  ever  heard  him  (Mr.  R.)  apeak 
speak  disrespectfully  ef  that  gentleman.  And  he 
now  avowed  that  if  General  Harrison,  in  the  coune 
of  policy  he  might  mark  out,  should  stand  upon 
the  great  Republican  principles  of  *98  and  99,  he 
(Mr.  R.)  would  give  him  his  hearty  support.  Bui 
if  he  trod  in  the  path  of  the  Federalists  of 
'89— if  be  advocated  a  National  Bank— the  throw- 
ing open  of  the  public  purse  to  extravagant  expen- 
ditures—and  the  consolidation  of  this  Government 
in  its  several  branches— he  (Mr.  R.)  would  oppose 
his  administration,  feeble  as  his  opposition  might 
be,  to  the  utmost  extent  of  his  power. 

Mr.  NISDRT  was  not  prepared  to  say  whether 
or  not  he  would  vote  for  the  bill  now  be/ore  the 
House.  He .  did  not  know  whether  the  necessity 
for  the  measure  was  as  pressing  and  urgent  aa  has 
been  represented.  But  there  were  other  questions 
besides  this.  The  tariff  had  been  alluded  to.  Now, 
he  (Mr.  N.)  was  not  the  advocate  of  a  tariff  foe 
protection;  if  he  were,  he  would  belie  his  const*- 
tucnts  who  sent  him  here.  He  had  beard  from 
his  infancy  that  it  was  unjust  in  its  character  and 
destructive  to  the  permanency  of  the  Confederacy, 
and  he  hoped  he  would  never  change  his  opinion 
iu  regard  to  that  subject. 

Mr.  N.  contended  that  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  R.]  in  relation 
to  protective  duties,  was  quite  foreign  to  the  sals. 
jeet  under  debate,  and  had  not  been  called  out  by 
any  remarks  previously  made.  Mr.  N.  then  pro- 
ceeded to  argue  thai  unless  the  proposed  duty  on 
silks  amounted  to  a  prohibition  of  that  article,  then 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  amounted  to  notn- 
ing.  And  the  question  was,  whether  the  proposed 
duty  of  20  per  cent,  would  amount  to  a  prohibi- 
tion.   But,  for  bis  part,  he  disclaimed  all  prohibit 
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lori  duties,  and  if,  when  he  came  to  vote  on  the 
imposition  of  any  duties,  be  imagined  they  would 
operate  as  such,  he  would  vote  against  them. 

Mr.  27.  remarked  that  there  was  a  particular  kind 
of  cotton  imported  for  this  country  by  the  French, 
and  from  which  they  manufactured  their  rich  laces 
and  Matin*  so  extensively  used  here.  So  that  in 
case  of  a  tariff  on  silk,  we  should,  in  those  articles, 
consume  an  equal  portion  of  our  own  cotton  manu- 
factured by  the  French  themselves. 

Mr.  N.  went  on  to  say  that  there  were 
bat  three  sources  of  revenue  j  Firs',  the  public 
lands;  second,  from  direct  taxation;  and  third,  by 
imposts  on  importations.  As  for  the  public  lands, 
it  appeared  very  liule  reliance  was  to  be  placed  on 
that  source,  for  all  classes  of  politicians  were  ma- 
king propositions  for  yielding  the  proceeds  to  the 
Smtes.  These  lands  were  nothing  but  a  bone  of 
contention  a  political  football,  bandied  about 
first  by  one  party  and  than  the  other. 

As  for  direct  taxation,  the  recorded  wisdom  of 
agts  had  proved  that  no  plan  wa*  more  odious  or 
more  unequal  in  its  operation.  The  public  mind 
disowned  it,  and  the  sympathies  of  the  Union  were 
against  it. 

Then  the  raising  of  revenue  from  imports  wa» 
by  far  the  more  reasonable,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
coming  Administration  would  announce  now, 
through  their  accredited  organs,  that  if  money 
should  be  wanted,  they  Would  raise  it  through  the 
provisions  of  the  compromise  act. 

After  a  very  glowing  appeal  in  behalf  of  the 
poorer  classes  of  this  country,  an  J  the  justice  of  tax 
lag  the  i ieh  in  all  cases  where  raxes  were  required  at 
alt,  Mr.  If.  recapitulated  the  three  points  of  his 
speech,  viz:  first,  that  he  would  vote  for  no  reve- 
nue bat  what  the  wants  of  the  Government  re* 
quired.  Second,  that  the  fact  of  the  Government 
wanting  money  being  conceded,  tbey  had  better 
raise  it  under  the  provisions  of  the  compromise  act 
of  1833;  and  third,  when  they  laid  any  impests, 
let  them  be  so  light  as  not  materially  to  affect  the 
importations,  and  not  to  exceed  the  wants  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  next  obtained 
the  floor,  but,  without  proceeding,  he  gave  way  to 
a  motion  that  the  committee  rise,  which  pre- 
vailed. 

So  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 
Mr.  EVERETT  offered  the  following: 
IhseAwrf,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  House  a  statement  of  the 
different  articles  imported  which  are  now  subject 
to  duty  at  a  less  rate  than  twenty  per  cent  ad  m- 
Jtresn,  the  value  of  such  articles,  and  the  rate  per 
cant,  and  amount  of  said  duties,  based  on  the  im- 
ports of  1838.    . 
Before  any  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution, 
Mr.  GRIFFIN  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 
Mr.  CARR  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Bat  they  were  not  ordered. 
1  the  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
GaTusDAY,  January  S3,  1841. 
Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Board  of  Underwriters  of  the  city  of  New  York,  re- 
monstrating against  the  repeal  of  the  pilot  law  of 
1837;  which,  as  a  bill  has  been  reported,  was  laid 
ca  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
.  yWayne  county,  New  York,  prayiog  for  the  pas- 
V  sage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Hew  York,  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of 
a  {remeral  bankrupt  law;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  two  memorials  of  citizens 
ef  New  York,  praying  that  if  Congress  deem  it  ex- 
pedieat  to  pass  any  general  bankropt  law,  banks 
and  trading  incorporations  may  be  included  therein; 
which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

a  Mr.  KNIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Con- 
tingent Expenses,  to  which  was  referred  the  me- 
morial ef  the  watchman  of  the  Executive  Depart- 


ment*, asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mill* 
lary  Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  authorizing 
sets  of  the  standard  weights  and  measures  to  be 
furnished  to  the  War  Department;  which  was  read, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  N.  it  was  read  a  second  time, 
considered  a*  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  or- 
edred  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Roberts;  which 
was' read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  CLAY  df  Alabama  presented  the  memorial 
of  Isaac  We  loom;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitteo  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  two  memorials,  from 
citizens  of  Ohio,  and  from  citizens  of  Mississippi, 
praying  the  passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law; 
which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DIXON  presented  a  memorial  of  persons 
engaged  in  navigation  by  steam  vessels,  praying 
for  a  modification  of  the  lew  of  July  7, 183d; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  WHtTE  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Indiana  in  favor  of  restricting  the  eli- 
gibility of  the  Exccutire  to  a  single  term;  which 
were  read,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  laid  upon  the 
tab'e. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROANE,  the  papers  in  the 
case  of  Mrs.  Vance  were  permitted  to  be  with- 
drawn from  the  files  of  the  Senate 

MINERAL  LANDS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Mr.  WALKER  said  he  had  received  from  the 
War,  Department  the  report  of  Dr.  King,  the 
agent  of  the  United  States  for  the  Lead  Mines. 
This  was  a  report  of  great  research  and  uncommon 
ability.  It  related  to  the  manner  of  disposing 
of  our  mineral  lands,  and  to  the  development  of  the 
resources  of  the  mineral  region.  This  subject  had 
heretofore  been  referred  by  the  Senate  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  and  he  had  reported  a  bill 
for  the  sale  of  these  lands,  which  had  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Senate.  The  subject  was  one  of 
the  greatest  interest.  The  mineral  region  of  Mis- 
souri and  of  the  North  west,was  already  ascertained 
to  exceed  the  entire  area  of  the  great  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania; and  by  the  more  rscent  explorations  of 
those  most  talented  geologists,  Dr.  Owen  and  Col. 
Nicolet,  in  addition  to  those  of  Dr.  King,  this 
entire  mineral  region  was  believed  to  exceed  the  su- 
perficies of  the  two  largest  States  of  the  Union. 
It  was  the  most  fertile  in  soil,  as  well  as  the 
richest  and  most  extensive  mineral  region  in  the 
world.  Among  other  valuab'e  minerals  in  this 
great  region,  were  iron,  lead,  copper  and  zinc. 
In  lead,  the  qnantity  produced  ha1  aug- 
mented from  335,000  pounds  in  1823,  to 
33,000,000  of  pounds jin  1839;  worth,  at  New  York, 
|l,500,000.  We  had  thus  lisen  in  less  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  from  nothing  to  the  third  on 
the  list  of  the  nations  which  produced  lead;  and  at 
the  same  ratio  of  auxmeniation,  we  should,  in 
twenty  years,  stand  at  the  head  of  the  list,  when 
it  was  hoped  we  might,  as  we  now  do,  not  only 
supply  oar  own  marker,  but  that  lead  would  be- 
come a  large  article  of  export.  As  to  copper,  the 
importance  was  still  greater.  Our  imports  of  cop- 
per in  1839  amounted  to  within  a  small  fraction  of 
$9,000,000.  When  we  considered  copper,  not  on- 
ly as  a  coin  for  small  change,  bnt  its  many  valua- 
ble uses  in  manufactures,  the  importance  of  the 
subject  would  be  perceived.  To  specify  no  others, 
the  amount  of  copper  used  in  boilers  on  steam 
cars,  and  for  steamboats  on  the  lakes,  rivers  and 
ocean,  was  very  great,  and  increasing  every  day; 
and  transportation  by  steam  upon  the  land, 
and  navigation  by  steam  on  the  water,  to  a 
great  extent,  depended  on  the  use  of  this  valuable 
mineral.  As  connected  with  steam  vessels  for  the 
navy,  the  subject  was  one  of  the  highest  national 
importance,  conn  e'ed  intimately  with  the  honor 
and  defence  of  the  country.  The  copper  region  of 
the  United  States  was  believed  to  be  richer  and 
more  extensive  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
The  mining  and  smelting  of  this  mineral  in  our 
country  had  but  recently  commenced,  but  under 
such  circumstances  as  to  promise  the  moejaurpi- 
cioos  waits,   The  de?elopment  of  our  mineral  re- 


sources in  thi?  whole  great  region,  depended  chiefly 
upon  improvements-^first  in  mining,  secondly  in 
smelting,  and  thirdly  in  the  manner  of  disposing  of 
the  mineral  lands;  and  it  was  to  this  last  subjsct 
that  he  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate, 
and  upon  which  very  much  depended,  and  which 
he  hoped  would  be  finally  adjusted  at  the  next  ses- 
sion, after  full  and  mature  deliberation.  Mr. 
Walker  said  he  would  only  at  present  move  the 
printing  of  ths  valuable  report,  and  of  five  hun- 
dred additional  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LINN  expressed  the  pleasure  he  felt  at  the 
introduction  of  the  document.  It  was  certainly  a 
matter  of  vast  importance  to  the  country  generally 
to  have  the  mineral  lands  disposed  of,  and  the 
sooner  it  was  effected  the  better.  So  long  as  these 
lands  remained  the  property  of  the  Government, 
little  would  be  realized  from  them.  He  consi- 
dered it  the  worst  policy  in  the  world  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  hold  on  (pr  the  mere  purpose  of  ob- 
taining a  trifling  rent.  If  they  were  put  up  for 
sale,  individual  enterprise  and  capital  would  go  to 
work  in  devoloping  the  mighty  resources  of  the 
West  The  people  of  the  Eastern  and  Middle  sec- 
tions of  this  country  did  not  appear  to  have  any 
adequate  idea  of  the  great  magnitude  of  the  mineral 
wealth  of  the  West  Why  (said  Mr.  L.)  the 
mineral  region  of  copper,  lead,  zinc,  manganese, 
etc  extends  from  Lake  Superior  until  it  falls  off 
into  the  lower  altitudes  of  a  portion  of  the  States 
of  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  the  Territory  of  Wiskon- 
sanand  Iowa,  where  the  vast  coal  fields  and  salt 
formations  commence  from  the  banks  of  the  Ohio 
to  the  foot  of  the  spurs  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
where  you  again  ascend  from  this  great  basin  into 
the  Orark  chain  of  hills.  It  again  commences  on 
the  boiders  of  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri,  taking 
a  southwestern  direction,  enabling  you  to  trace  the 
chain  through  the  country  of  the  Keoways,  and  n 
portion  of  the  country  occupied  by  the  wandering 
Csmanches,  where  it  unites  with  the  mountains  bor . 
deringon  the  Rio  del  Norte.  Throughout  this  vast 
extent  are  scattered  mineral  wealth,  inexhaustible  in 
'  quantity,  whole  mountains  of  iron  ore,  etc  At  this 
time,  England  is  the  greatest  lead  country  in  the 
world,  producing  annually  100,000,000  pounds, 
while  the  rest  of  Europe  did  not  produce  more  than 
50,000,000.  In  seventeen  years  the  United  States  had 
raised  from  6,000,000  to  30,000,000.  What,  with 
such  boundless  resources,  might  not  be  anticipated 
in  seventeen  more?  He  left  for  those  to  answer 
who  could  form  a  proper  estimate  of  this  region  of 
country. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  would,  at  the  next  ses- 
sion, most  cheerfully  co-operate  with  his  friend, 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Linn]  in  devising 
a  system  for  the  sale  of  the  mineral  lands,  and  he 
most  heartily  concurred  with  that  Senator  in  the 
opinion  that  these  lands  should  be  sold,  and  not 
leased,  and  that  in  the  sale  the  development  of  the 
mineral  region  was  vps  lymore  important  than  the 
revenue  from  the  salesj  for  as  to  leasing,  the  nett 
revenue  was  little  or  nothing.  The  lands  must  bo 
iu  the  hands,  not  of  lessees,  bnt  of  proprietors,  in 
order  to  augment  the  amount  of  mineral.  In  the 
hands  of  lessees,  we  should  have  little  more|than 
those  scrapings  of  the  surface  of  the  soil  called 
diggfagt,  which  had  so  extensively  prevailed  in  this 
region,  the  power  of  steam  and  of  the  accompany* 
ing  and  improved  machinery,  never  having  been 
employed  here,  as  Mr.  W.  believed,  but  iu  a  single 
instance. 

The  motion  to  print  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NORVELL  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  com* 
monicate  to  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  cost  of 
building,  in  materials  and  labor  respectively,  of  the 
ships  of  the  line  Columbus,  Ohio,  Delaware,  and 
North  Carolina;  the  frigates  United  States,  Consti- 
tution, Potomac,  and  Brandy  wine;  the  sloops  -of 
war  John  Adams,  Boston,  Lexington,  Vincennes, 
Warren,  Natchez,  Falmouth,  Fairfield,  Vandalia, 
St.  Louis,  and  Concord;  the  brigs  Porpoise,  Dol- 
phin,  Pioneer,  and  Consort;  the  schooners  Gram- 
pus, Shark,  Enterprise,  and  Boxer;  and  the  steam- 
ship Fulton;  and  the  periods  at  which  those  vessels 
were  respectively  built  Also,  the  number  of  times 
eaoh  of  those  vessels  have  been  repaired;  where  fig 
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repaired,  and  the  coat  of  repairing  each,  both  in 
materials  and  labor.  Also,  the  first  cost  of  the 
schooners  Pilot  and  Active,  the  cost  of  repairs  of 
the  same,  and  the  sums  for  which  the  said  schoo- 
ners wen  sold.  Also,  the  cost  of  the  several  nary 
and  dock  yards,  including  the  sites,  the  cost  of  the 
buildings  and  fixtures  at  each,  and  the  repairs  of 
the  same. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  fallowing  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and 
passed: 

The  bill  to  provide  for  taking  evidence  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia  and  in  the  Tenitories  ol  the  United 
States,  in  certain  cases. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executor  of  Thomas 
Cooper,  deceased.  * 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Aaron  Vail,  deceased,  late  consul  at 
L'Orient. 

The  bill  to  confirm  claims  to  lands  in  the  district 
between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers. 

The  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Charles  Morgan,  of 
Louisiana. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan. . 

The  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in 
Louisiana. 

PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  fo  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  was  taking  up,  and 
having  been  read  through,  the  question  being  oh 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Crittekden  to  lecommU  the 
bill,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the  distri* 
bntionofthe  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  States. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  addressed  the  Senate  at  much 
length  on  the  distribution  bill,  the  tariff  policy,  Ac. 
and  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  WE3STER. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  CAL- 
HOUN and  WEBSTER, 

Mr.  ALLEN  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  to. a 
motion  for  adjournment, 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturday,  January  23, 1841. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read, 

Mr.  J.  W.  JONES  moved  that  the  Hove  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
proceed  to  the  special  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
give  way,  to  enable  him  to  report  a  bill  from  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  regulating  the  Uking  testi- 
mony in  cases  of  contested  elections,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

».  Mr.  JONES  said  he  would  do  so,  provided  the 
bill  would  not  take  up  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  CARR  would  object,  unless  all  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  presenting  their  petitions. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  the  bill  was  a  matter  of 
vast  importance,  and  would  prove  highly  benefi- 
cial hereafter;  and  therefore  be  hoped  no  objection 
would  be  made  to  its  consideration. 

Objection  being  made, 

Jar.  FILLMORE  moved  (o  suspend  the  rule; 
but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  remarked  that,  as  this  was  the 
day  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  private  busi- 
ness, he  hoped  there  would  not  be  a  solitary  objec- 
tion to  postponing  the  bill  before  the  House  until 
Monday,  and  proceed  now  to  the  reception  of  pe- 
titions. 

The  objection  not  being  withdrawn, 

Mr.  RUSSELL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  having  precedence, 
the  question  was  taken  thereon,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  (Mr.  Casey 
in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  issue  of 

TREASURY  NOTES. 
Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi,  being  entitled 
to  the  floor,  after  tome  preliminary  remarks,  pro* 
ceeded  to  say  that  he  should  support  the  pretent 
measure  before  the  committee,  and  oppose  all 
others.    He  believed  the  sum  asked  for  by  the  bill 


would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of 
the  Treasury. 

After  shewing  the  fallacy  of  the  constitutional 
objec-tons  raised  by  some  gentleman  to  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  he  went  on  to  show  how  much 
more  beneficial  their  issue  would  be  10  our  own 
people,  whereas  a  loan  would  benefit  foreign  capi- 
talists, la  reply  to  the  objections  in  relation  to  the 
notes  being  bills  of  credit,  he  quoted  the  definition 
of  Chief  Justice.  Marshall  of  a  bill  of  credit,  and 
showed  that  the  objection  could  not  apply.  These 
notes  now  asked  for,  were  not  intended  as  money, 
but  merely  to  raise  money.  And  if  Congress  had 
not  the  power  to  issue  them,  neither  had  it  the  power 
to  issue  bonds  or  script. 

Having  satisfied  his  own  mind  of  the  constitu- 
tionally of  this  measure,  Mr.  T.  (proceeded  to  say 
that  it  bad  been  clearly  demonstrated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Sooth  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhktt]  on  yester- 
day, that  five  millions  would  be  enough,  and  even 
more  than  would  be  wanted. 

But  he  could  not  help  being  amused  at  the  dif- 
ferent conclusions  to  which  gentlemen  of  the  Oppo- 
sition had  come. 

In  the  first  place,  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Barnard]  bad  put  down  the  anticipated  de- 
ficiency at  about  seven  or  eight  millions  of  dollars. 
Next  came  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  who  ar- 
rived at  a  different  conclusion.  Then  followed 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell,]  who 
prophesied  that  the  deficiency  would  be  ten,  twelve, 
or  very  like  fifteen  millions.  For  his  own  part  he 
was  unwilling  to  go  into  the  various  calculations 
of  the  gentlemen,  although  he  could  not  but  be 
amuted  at  their  various  conclusions. 

Last  year  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  deviated 
only  two  millions  in  the  amount  of  the  estimates; 
and  considering  the  fluctuation  of  trade  and  other 
causes,  that  was  tolerably  accurate.  And  if  the  Se- 
cretary should  deviate  but  two  milliens.in  his  esti- 
mates for  the  coming  year,  than  the  means  now 
asked  for,  would  afford  ample  means  fur  carrying 
on  the  Government. 

But  here  was  the  grand  secret.  Here  was  the 
main  spring  of  this  movement  for  higher  expendi- 
tures. Gentlemen  of  the  Opposition  were  desirous 
of  coming  to  a  sudden  conclusion  that  an  extra 
session  must  be  called.  This  was  the  secret  spring 
of  action  on  this  matter. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  had 
a  wonderful  talent  for  figures;  but  on  referring  to 
the  speech  of  the  gentleman  in  1837,  when  advo- 
cating a  deposite  of  the  surplus  revenue  with  the 
State?*,  he  stated  that  there  was  no  question  but  that 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  surplus  revenue  would 
amount  to  between  ten  and  twelve  millions  of  dol- 
lars. But  now  look  at  his  quo  antmo.  At  that 
time  the  gentleman  was  desirous  to  make  the  sur- 
plus revenue  appear  as  large  as  possible;  but  now 
it  was  his  aim  to  make  it  appear  *s  small  as  possi- 
ble. 

As  regarded  the  calculations  of  the  gentleman 
that  there  would  be  a  deficiency  of  between  ten  and 
fifteen  millions  at  the  the  en  I  of  the  prevent  year, 
he  Mr.  T.  believed  them  all  uncertain.    They  de- 

E  ended  on  a  variety  of  causes  beyond  the  reach  of 
uman  foresight,  such  as  the  fluctuations  in  trade, 
commerce,  and  other  matters,  when  no  one  could 
foresee  the  result. 

Mr.  T.  then  recapitulated  the  statements  of  the 
Secretary  cf  the  Treasury  m  relation  to  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  for  the  present  year,  and  said  that 
were  the  present  Administration  to  continue  in 
power,  so  well  satisfied  was  he  of  those  estimates 
in  the  report,  that  he  would  not  go  for  more  than 
three  millions  instead  of  five  millions  of  Treasury 
notes.  But,  as  an  adverse  Administration  was 
about  to  come  Into  power,  he  wa«  willing  to  give 
them  two  millions  more  than  was  necessary. 

Mr.  T.  next  proceeded  to  notice  the  glaring  in- 
consistency of  the  Opposition  in  their  charges 
against  the  Administration  within  the  space  of  the 
last  twelve  months  only.  For,  said  he,  the  party 
with  whom  I  act  are  now  charged  wi  h  "mean  par- 
simony ;"  not  more  than  one  year  ago,  on  this  floor, 
we  were  charged  with  reckless  extravagance,  and 
the  cry  was  echoed  and  re-echoed  from  one  end  of 
the  country  to  the  other. 

He  was  willing  to  admit  that,  in  his  own  opinion,  J 


the  expenditures  of  the  Government  before  that 
time  bad  been  too  large;  but  what  he  always  con- 
tended for  was,  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  ought  to  be  treated  precisely  as  a  father  ought 
to  treat  a  spoiled  boy  at  college.  And  what  was 
that  way?    Why,  to  cut  down  the  supplies. 

Now  the  supplies  were  cut  down  by  the  necessa- 
ry operations  of  trade;  and  during  the  whole  reign  ' 
of  the  present  Administration,  the  taxes  had  been 
taken  off  the  people.  But  now,  under  the  operation  . 
of  that  system,  there  was  no  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury. Were  they,  however,  to  blame  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury?  Certainly  not;  for,  on  the 
contrary,  that  officer  deserved  the  thanks  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  T.  as  a  further  and  most  striking  illustra- 
tion of  his  charge  of  inconsistency,  adverted  to  the 
outpouring  of  Mr.  Ogle,  last  summer,  in  relation 
to  the  furniture  of  the  President's  House.  That 
document,  said  Mr.T.  was  circulated  through  Mis- 
sissippi, aad  to  the  remotest  part  of  this  Union;  and 
according  to  it,  -the  furniture  was  "gorgeous," 
"regal,"  ••princely,"  etc,  and  far  too  good  for  any 
Republican.  But  we  were  now  told  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Barnard]  in  substance, 
that  the  furniture  of  this  same  White  House  was 
unfit  for  the  place,  unsuitable  for  a  gentleman,  and 
that  it  ought  to  be  sold,  and  new  furniture  of 
American  manufacture  purchased  in  its  stead ! 

Now,  continued  Mr.  T.  would  the  country  sub- 
mit to  such  inconsistency?  Would  the  peo« 
pie  suffer  the  gentleman  to  blow  hot  and  cold 
in  the  samefbreath?  Last  year  this  furniture  was 
cried  down  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other,  as  "regal,19  "splendid,11  etc.  and  too  rich  for 
any  Democratic  citizen  in  this  country;  but  now 
the  same  party  were  about  to  take  a  man  from  his 
log  cabin,  and  sell  out  the  same  rich  furniture  as 
unsuitable  for  a  gentleman,  and  to  refit  the  whole. 

Mr.  T.  then  exposed,  with  some  severity,  the 
unfound.d  charges  in  relation  to  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians. He  was  surprised  at  the  charge  that  the 
payment  of  these  Indians  had  been  postponed  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  the  expenditures  of  1841. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  might 
rest  assured  that  full  justice  would  be  done  to  the 
Choctaws.  But  there  was  another  fact  in  relation 
to  the  payment  of  these  Indians.  When  paid,  they 
were  not  to  be  paid  in  money,  but  in  land.  So 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  amounted  to  no- 
thing. 

A  more  extended  report  of  the  remarks  of  Bar. 
Thompson  is  in  course  of  preparation. 

Mr.  L%NE  said  that  he  did  not  intend  to  argue 
the  question  before  the  Home  as  a  Harrison  man 
or  a  Van  Boren  man,  but  as  a  man  who  had  a 
country  to  serve.  He  took  it  for  granted  that  there 
was  a  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  and  there  must  con- 
tinue to  be,'  unless  some  remedy  should  be  adopted 
to  supply  it.  He  regarded  the  deficit  not  tempora- 
ry, but  permanent,  and  was  opposed  to  the  expe- 
dient of  Treasury  notes,  which  he  considered  to 
be  bills  of  credit,  and  interdicted  by  the  Con- 
stitution. But  even  if  it  were  constitutional 
to  issue  them,  it  would  be  better  to  resort  to  a  di- 
rect loan  to  supply  the  deficit;  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion, was  caused  by  the  paralyzing  influence  of  the 
Independent  Treasury. 

Mr.  L.  replied  at  some  length  to  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Thompson,  expressing  his  opinion  that 
a  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  constitu- 
tional, and  said  that  whenever  an  opportu- 
nity should  be  presented,  he  would  vote  for  one. 
He  would  vote  in  favor  of  distributing  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several 
States,  and  also  vote  for  levying  duties  on  imposts 
for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  but  not  for  protection, 
although  be  believed  Congress  had  the  constitutional 
power  to  do  so. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  saying  that  what  was  right 
to  be  done,  ought  to  be  done  openly  and  directly, 
and  not  indirectly  and  covertly;  and  he  was,  there- 
fore, in  favor  of  raising  ten  millions  by  a  direct 
loan. 

Mr  DUNCAN  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  was 
proceeding  in  hisremaiks;  when, 

On  motion,  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 
Mr.  EVEREIT  moved  that  the  House  now 
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1st 


take  up  his  resolution,  which,  on  yesterday,  was 
lead  for  information  as  follows:  % 

Anted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  House  a  statement  of  the 
different  articles  imported  which  are  now  subject 
to  duty  at  a  less  rate  then  twenty  per  cent,  id  vt-  ; 
sua,  the  valoe  of  such  articles,  and  the  rate  per 
cent  and  amount  of  said  duties,  based  on  the  im- 
port of  1838. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  EVERETT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.       | 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  House  adjourn,  and  ! 
thereupon  called  for  the  yeas  and  navs;  which  were  i 
ordered,  and  were— yeas  41,  nays  47. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Ihe  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  , 
Btwasrr,  i 

Bat,  finding  itself  without  a  quorum, 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  8RNATE, 
IMohday,  January  25, 1841. 
Mr.  PRESTON  submitted  the  following  report 
and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  South  Caro- 
lina upon  Federal  relations;  which  were  read: 
In  ram  House  op  Representatives, 
December  18,  1840. 
The  Committee  on  Federal  Relations,  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  message  of  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  No.  1,  as  relates  to  the  elec- 
tion of  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the.  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  future  arrange- 
ments as  to  the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports,  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  the  subject 
may  he  divided  and  considered  under  the  following 


1st.  The  propriety  of  South  Carolina  uniting  in 
the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  espe- 
cially when,  by  so  doing,  she  will  give  expression 
to  her  true  principles. 

9d.  The  causes  which  have  led  to  the  overthrow 
of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  whose  po- 
licy and  avowed  principles  of  action  are  in  accord- 
ance with  the  doctrines  maintained  by  this  State; 
Tina  head  will  properly  embrace  aa  inquiry  into 
the  pecuniary  embarrassments  which  have  induced 
the  people  to  lend  a  willing  ear  to  those  miurepre- 
sffifarion?  which  have  contributed  to  the  success  of 
the  Opposition.  The  policy  and  constitutionality  of 
a  bank,  chartered  by  the  United  States:  The  causes 
ef  that  combination  of  the  different  elements,  which 
Bailed  to  produce  a  change  of  administration: 
This  discordant  character  of  those  elements:  The 
seenriry  which  the  avowed  policy  of  the  Adminis- 
tration afforded  to  the  peculiar  interests  and  institu- 
tions of  the  South;  and  the  sf  range  delusion  which 
ha*  distracted  so  many  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  led  them  to  unite  and  make  common  cause 
with  parties,  whose  avowed  principles  are  at  war 
with  the  beet  interests  of  the  South:  And,  lastly, 
Iheconfidemt  expectation,  that  a  development  of 
the  inconsistent  interests  and  views  of  this  coali- 
tion, will  in  the  end  vindicate  the  wisdom  and  po- 
licy ef  the  Pemoeratic  Administration. 

3d.   The  growing  corruption  of  our    Federal 


4th.  The  resolutions  from  Connecticut,  relating 
to  a  tariff  of  protection. 

Upon  the  first  matter,  your  committee  concur 
with  Ws  Excellency,  that  every  State  in  the  Union 
is  bound  to  nnite  in  the  Federal  elections,  without 
regard  to  the  fact,  whether  the  successful  candidate 
agree*  with  us  or  not,  for ' candidates  can  always 
be  found,  wh>se  principles  and  character  will  well 
merit  such  an  expression  of  approval;  and  the  oon- 
daetof  the  Sate,  at  the  present  session,  has  illus- 
trated the  propriety  of  such  a  course. 

Second.  The  complicated  difficulties  which  em- 
barrass our  monetary  affairs,  arise  from  the  per- 
▼erskm  of  banks  to  purposes  wholly  incompatible 
with  a  sound  circulation,  and  an  utter  disre- 
gard io  the  elementary  principles  of  banking.  No 
idea  is  more  fallacious'  than  the  belief  that  an 
aJmodant  circulating  medium  increases  the  real 
▼aloe  of  property.  The  kindly  fruits  of  the  earih, 
and  human  labor,  bestowed  in  adopting  materials 
in  their  original  state  to  the  use  of  man,  are  the 
emly  sources  of  wealth;  and  trade,  or  commerce, 
consists  simply  iu  exchange  of  them.    Barter  is 


sendered  more  convenient  by  fixing  on  some  one 
article  of  exchange  as  an  universal  property,  ex- 
changeable for  every  other,  and  this  is  called  mo- 
ney. Gold  and  silver  have,  by  general  consent, 
become  that  universal  property,  so  that  he  who 
has  it,  may  exchange  it  for  whatever  other  proper- 
ty he  wants.  Thus,  if  a  man  has  an  ox  to  spare, 
and  wants  a  hone,  he  sells  his  ox  for  gold  or  silver, 
and  then  he  exchanges  that  for  a  horse.  This  is 
trade  and  the  use  of  money.  It  is  clear  then,  that 
money  must  be  itself  valuable.  It  cos's  labor  fo 
procure  it.  It  is  useful  for  furniture  and  the  arts. 
So  that  money  only  facilitates  barter,  by  being  ex- 
changeable for  all  article?.  No  more  money  then 
is  needed,  than  is  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  and  to 
thus  facilitate  all  the  exchanges  of  a  community. 
Wherever  a  country  hns  more  money  than  its  ex- 
changes require,  it  will  find  its  way  abroad,  to  be 
exchanged  for  other  property.  A  bank  nue  is 
not  money:  it  has  no  value.  Money  can  be  used 
— you  can  convert  a  dollar  into  a  silver  spoon 
—but  you  can  make  nothing  out  of  a  five  dollar 
bill.  Like  every  other  promissory  note,  its  va- 
lue depends  upon  the  fact,  that  the  bank  which 
made  it  has  the  ability  to  redeem  its  promise,  by 
exchanging  it  for  coin  when  required.  It  follows, 
then,  an  increase  of  bank  paper  is  not  an  increase 
of  money,  and  when  more  is  used  than  the  bank 
has  means  to  redeem,  the  bills  become  depreciated. 
It  is  not  true,  than  an  abundance  of  paper  money 
raises  the  value  of  property.  It  is  a  mere  decep- 
tion. It  only  makes  paper  money  cheap.  The 
actual  exchanges  of  a  country  require  a  given 
amount  of  money;  and  when  banks  issue  their  pa- 
per only  on  real  transactions,  founded  on  an  actual 
exchange  of  property,  there  will  be  no  redundance 
of  circulation,  and  property  will  re  lain  its  natural 
value;  but  when  the  banks  lend  their  notes  on  mere 
accommodation  paper,  they  are  not  represented  by 
actual  value,  and  thus  swell  the  circulation,  and 
give  a  fictitious  value  to  property.  This  caused  all 
the  derangement  of  our  circulating  medium. 
Banks  loaned  money,  or  rather  their  promises  to 
pay  money,  when  no  real  exchange  had  taken 
place,  and  consequently  their  notes  being  more 
abundant  than  ihe  actual  business  of  Ihe  country 
required,  deprecialed  exactly  in  the  ratio  of  the  sur- 
p'us.  Men  supposed  they  were  richer  because 
they  received  more  for  their  property  in  these 
notes.  Suppose  bank  notes  to  be  ten  per  cent,  be- 
low gold  and  silver,  and  two  men  each  have  a 
thousand  bushejs  of  wheat  to  sell;  one  sells  his  for 
a  dollar  a  bushel,  and  gets  bank  notes  in  payment; 
the  other  sells  bis  for  ninety  cents  and  gets  specie. 
It  is  clear,  the  first  has  made  no  better  bargain  than 
the  last,  for  he  who  got  nine  hundred  dollars  in 
specie,  can  exchange  it  for  a  thousand  dollars  in 
bank  paper,  and  he  who  got  a  thomaud 
dollars  in  paper,  can  exchange  it  for  no  more 
than  nine  hundred  in  specie.  When  banks  ex- 
change or  loan  their  own  notes  for  notes  of  per- 
sons who  gave  them  merely  to  raise  money,  and 
not  for  actual  property  transferred,  they  render 
the  circulation  r<d  undent.  All  loans  to  Govern- 
ment and  corporations  for  speculative  operations; 
all  loans  for  the  purchase  of  fixed  property,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  mercantile  property  promptly  ex- 
changeable, unless  confined  to  such  small  portions 
as  may  be  redeemed  by  the  income  or  produce, 
tend  to  increase  the  liabilities  of  a  bank  beyond  its 
available  means,  and  consequently  lead  directly  to 
the  suspension  of  specie  pay  men  tr,  even  supposing 
the  banks  to  be  perfectly  honest,  and  their  loans 
perfectly  secure*  The  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the 
United  Skates  suspended  on  9th  October,  1839,  and 
most  of  the  banks  South  and  West  did  the  same. 
The  statement  of  the  situation  of  the  banks  on  1st 
January,  1840,  will  prove  that  this  general  suspen- 
sion can  be  traced  to  a  total  disregard  of  the  princi- 
ples of  safe  banking,  and  the  most  unjustifiable  use 
made  of  the  bank  capital.  On  that  day  the  whole 
bank  capital  of  the  Union  was  (358,442  692,  of 
which  but  #33,155  was  in  coin;  yet  their  immedi- 
ate liabilities  were,  for  their  circulation,  #106,968,- 
572;  depositee  #75,696,857;  making  an  aggregate 
of  #182,665,429.  It  is  not  astonishing,  then,  that 
they  suspended  specie  payments  when  they  owed 
#149,560,274  more  than  their  specie;  yet  the  pub- 
lic owed  Ihe  banks  at  that  time  #462  896,523.    If 


the  public  had  paid  their  debt,  the  banks  would 
have  bad  ample  means  to  have  redeemed  their  cir- 
culation and  deposites.  But  no  small  part  of  this 
enormous  debt  due  to  the  banks  was  for  loans  to 
Governments  and  to  corporations,  who  were  trying 
experiments,  and  individuals  who  borrowed  money 
to  buy  property  on  speculation,  at  prices  swelled 
out  of  all  proportion  by  these  veiy  loans,  which 
augmented  the  circulation  beyond  the  exchanges, 
and  thus  gave  a  fictitious  value,  not  by  making 
property  dear,  but  money  cheap.  These  fictitious 
values  have  given  way,  but  the  notes  of  the  bor- 
rowers from  the  banks  must  be  paid  in  specie  or 
its  equivalent.  Hence  that  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment, which,  by  being  falsely  ascribed  to  the  mea- 
sures of  the  General  Government,  enabled  the  old 
adversaries  of  democracy,  under  the  new  disguise 
of  Whigs,  to  delude  the  debtor  portion  of  the  com- 
munity into  the  belief  that  a  change  of  Administra- 
tion would  restore  that  redundant  paper  circulation 
which  swelled  the  nominal  price  of  property,  and 
enable  them  to  extricate  themselves  from  their  em- 
barrassments. They  are  promised  a  United  States 
Bank;  a  measure,  which,  if  it  was  possible  to  carry 
it  into  effect,  would  not  fail  to  bring  every  Sate  in- 
stitution and  all  their  debtors  to  immediate  bank- 
ruptcy. But  a  thort  time  is  necessary  to  expose  this 
imposition,  and  bring  down  upon  its  authors  the 
bitter  denunciations  of  its  victims.  There  are  but 
two  modes  of  creating  a  United  Stales  Bank.  The 
first  is  a  new  subscription/  which  would,  if  taken 
from  the  specie  capital  of  the  present  banks,  about 
#33,000,000,  effectually  destroy  thtir  ability  to  con- 
tinue specie  payments.  The  next  is,  by  a  ppecies 
of  legislative  galvanism,  to  re?u*citate  the  old 
Bank,  give  it  a  Federal  charter,  and  consti- 
tute it  to  the  depository  of  the  public  revenue, 
under  Fome  guarantee  to  be  furnished  by  its 
foreign  stockholder*,  for  the  sa  ety  of  the  public 
moneys.  ThU  necessarily  supposes  the  resumption 
of  specie  payments  by  that  Bank,  and  her  con- 
trol over  all  State  banks.  This  measure  will  give 
the  control  of  all  the  revenue  of  the  Union  to  the 
foreign  holders  of  that  stcck,  and  thus  perpetuate 
the  Federal  dynasty  who  have  so  successfully 
employed  the  means  placed  in  their  hands.  It 
would  enable  the  wealthy  capitalists  to  bring  the 
property  of  the  debtors  of  the  State  banks  to  the 
hammer,  at  depreciated  prices,  and  thus  swell  the 
fortunes  of  the  rich  at  the  expense  of  the  public. 
Sach  an  institution  is  so  utterly  at  variance  with 
the  whole  nature  and  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
that  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple will  resist  it.  It  is  clear  th^t  ihe  new  dynasty 
must  stand  or  fall  on  the  bank  question.  If  there 
is  created  a  United  States  Bank,  the  Independent 
Treasuty  will  be  abandoned,  and  the  people  must 
at  the  next  election  decide  on  the  justice  of  its  fate. 
If  no  such  bank  is  created,  the  only  alternative  is  , 
to  depoj>ite  the  revenue  iu  the  Slate  banks,a  measure 
repudiated  by  a  majority  of  both  the  gr<  at  Federal 
and  Democratic  parties,  or  to  continue  the  very 
measure  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration,  in  op- 
position to  which  was  rallied  the  celebrated  coali- 
tion called  the  Whig  partjj  a  procecdiag  which 
would  at  once  place  iu  bold  relief  the  flagrant  in- 
justice done  to  that  statesman.  While  your  com- 
mittee duly  appreciate  the  value  of  banks,  when 
properly  conduced,  they  consider  any  connection 
between  them  and  Government,  except  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  dealing  as  customers,  of  the  most 
sinister  consequence?,  and  inronsi.Ment  with  the 
purity  and  independence  of  boh.  The  true  objects 
of  banks  should  be  known,  as  on  their  conduct  de- 
pends the  future  welfare  of  our  whole  country;  and 
a  right  understanding  of  the  subject  will  prevent  un- 
founded prejudice  on  the  one  side,  which  may 
refuse  to  the  public  the  benefits  which,  properly 
regulated,  they  can  bestow;  and,  on  the  'other 
hand,  ward  off  these  evils  which  their  abase 
has  already  spread  over  our  whole  country.  The 
real  uses  of  banks  are,  l.t.  To  afford  safe  places 
of  deposite  fcr  money;  2J.  Expeditious  asd  safe 
means  of  payments,  by  checks  in  lieu  of  count- 
ing; 3d.  By  requiring  a  smaller  amount  of  coin  to 
conduct  exchanges,  by  dispensing  with  a  part  of 
their  specie,  and  substituting  their  bills,  when,  by 
judicious  management,  the  credit  of  the  bank  is 
preserved  unquestioned.  The  money  lb  us  released, 
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is  actually  employed  as  capital;  and  by  temporary 
loans,  gives  renewed  and  reiterated  activity  to 
trade.  Tiie  very  fact,  that  they  issue  bills  exceed- 
ing their  money  capital;  requires  that  their  loans 
should  be  short,  that  they  may  be  always  ready  to 
redeem  their  circulation  as  fast,  as  in  the  round  of 
business,  it  is  brought  in.  A  loan  office  only  lends 
its  actual  capital,  and  as  long  as  the  interest  is  punc- 
tually paid,  requires  no  change  of  investment.  4. 
They  enable  commercial  men  to  extend  their  deal- 
ings beyond  their  actual  capital.  Thus  if  a  mer- 
chant has  ten  thousand  dollars  capital  to  invest  in 
an  enterprise,  he  can  safely  borrow  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  bank  can  securely  loan  it  if  bis 
known,  character  for  prudence,  warrant,  that  by 
insurance  and  other  precautions,  he  will  not  lose, 
if  unsuccessful,  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  amount 
embarked  in  the  enterprise.  In  a  word,  money  is 
only  a  machine  to  circulate  property,  and  paper 
coating  little  or  nothing,  ii  a  cheaper  machine,  but 
it  always  supposes  its  redemption  in  coin  unques- 
tionable. These  are  the  legitimate  uses  of  bank*. 
They  are  not  designed  to  loan  money  to  Govern- 
ment, and  when  employed  for  that  purpose,  it  is  a 
fraud  upon  the  people,  and  operates  as  a  forced 
loan,  if  it  is  made  in  bills  of  the  bank.  Money 
loaned  to  Government,  represents  no  property.  It 
is  expended  in  gunpowder;  and  leaves,  when  once 
used,  nothing  behind,  any  more  than  the  powder 
itself,  after  it  is  exploded.  But  it  swells  the  circa-" 
lation,  and  thus  depreciates  its  value,  and  when 
carried  to  a  great  extent,  bads  to  the  measure 
adopted  in  England,  a  legalized  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  and  a  compulsory  tender  of  bank  pro- 
mises, instead  of  real,  actual  money.  The  prevail* 
ing  notion,  even  among  merchants,  that  banks 
are  necestary  to  facilitate  exchanges  between  the 
States,  especially  that  a  United  States  Bank  is  so 
necessary,  is  a  fallacy,  which  is  capable  of  demon- 
stration to  those  who  will  forget  their  prejudices 
and  submit  themselves  to  the  guidance  of  reason. 
'  First,  then — banks  never  have  been  used,  and  are 
not  intended  to  deal  in  exchange  between  nation 
and  nation.  The  quantity  of  exchange  depends  on 
the  amount  of  property  transmitted,  generally  speak- 
ing, and  bills  originate  with  the  merchant.  If  a 
merchant  in  Charleston  transmits  a  thousand  bales 
of  cotton  to  Liverpool,  he  has  funds  to  draw  upon, 
and  the  importer  who  owes  for  a  cargo  of  English 
goods,  seeks  that  bill  to  remit  in  payment.  It  is  a 
porper  duty  of  a  bank  to  discount  the  bills  coming 
to  maturity,  where  its  own  capital  is  located.  Thus, 
the  Bank  of  England  discounts  bills  payable  in 
London;  but  a  bill  payable  in  Charleston,  would 
not  be  discounted  at  the  Bank  of  England;  neither 
should  a  bill  payable  in  London,  be  discounted  in 
Charleston.  It  tends  to  swell  the  current  of  ex- 
change beyond  the  actual  transactions  of  trade, 
and  introduces  that  species  of  bills  termed  kites,  by 
which  two  parties  at  each  end  of  the  line,  by  draw- 
ing and  redrawing;,  use  exchange  as  a  species  of 
accommodation  paper  to  raise  money,  not  to  facili- 
tate exchange  of  actual  products  or  merchandise. 
All  legitimate  exchange  is  calculated  upon  the  basis 
of  specie;  the  only  money  of  commerce.  There  is 
no  real  difference  between  the  teveral  States  of  this 
Union,  and  the  several  countries  of  the  world,  who 
deal  together.  The  value  of  the  bills  of  the  Bank 
of  England  or  France,  does  not  effect  exchanges. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  the  trade  between  France  and 
England,  the  bills  of  either  kingdom  should  be  cur- 
rent in  the  other.  They  are  not  so  in  fact,  and  ex- 
changes are  not  impeded.  The  truth  is,  bank  paper, 
not  convertible  at  will  into  spec  e,  is  no  currency  at 
all,  but  is  worse  than  a  delusion.  If  every  State 
permitted  no  bank  paper  not  redeemable;  if  sus- 
pension was  death,  as  it  ought  to  be  every  where,  a 
united  States  Bank  is  altogether  useless.  But  even 
a  United  States  Bank  would  not  make  its  bills  re- 
deemable, except  at  the  branches  where  they  were 
issued.  The  former  b  ink,  to  avoid  this,  even  in 
relation  to  five  dollar  bills,  drew  five  dollar  drafts 
on  its  branches,  whieh,  of  course,  became  payable 
only  where  accepted.  Tne  command  of  the  ex- 
change of  the  country,  gave  that  bank  the  oppor- 
tunity ef  making  bills  of  exchange  the  substitute 
for  local  discount,  thus  overburdening  the  ex- 
changes, enhancing  the  prices,  and  thus  avoiding 
|hs  restriction  on  the  mis  of  discounts,  and  causing 


the  balances  of  exchange  to  depend,  not  on  the 
bala0Ce  of  trade,  but  the  balance  of  kiting. 
When  the  revolution  of  1837  took  place,  millions 
of  the  fictitious  exchange  was  brought  to  light.  It 
is  not  wanted  to  loan  its  promises  to  Government, 
for  when  Government  is  under  the  necessity  of 
borrowing,  which  ought  never  to  be,  except  under 
temporary  emergencies,  its  own  security,  by  being 
taken  as  an  investment,  would  not  derange  the 
currency,  and  is  the  legitimate  security  for  public 
loans.  The  privilege  of  having  the  note  *  of  a 
United  States  Bank,  whenever  redeemable,  receiva- 
ble for  duties,  would  at  once  enable  it  tu  cripple 
the  State  Banks:  they,  in  turn,  must  insist  on  the 
payment  of  the  four  hundred  millions  due  them  by 
the  people,  and  in  less  than  two  years,  the  bitter 
fruits  of  Whig  experiments  would  be  lasted.  So 
far  from  making  money  plenty,  it  would  reduce  the 
circulation!  of  the  State  banks,  and  reduce  properly 
to  its  value  under  the  hammer.  The  unfounded 
allegation  that  Gen.  Harrison's  election  would 
raise  the  value  of  property,  is  already  in  part  ex- 
posed. He  is  elected,  and  yet  money  remains  the 
same;  property  the  same.  The  more  cunning  part 
of  his  advocates,  are  hoarding  their  means  to  buy  at 
a  sacrifice,  the  estates  of  the  dupes  who  united  with 
them  in  clamoring  for  change.  The  mild  and  gra- 
dual effect  of  the  separation  of  the  Government 
from  bankinr,  the  gradual  return  to  the  collection 
of  the  revenue  in  money,  and  the  Independent 
Treasury,  were  efficacious  remedies  for  a  dedun- 
dant  circulation.  The  hope  that  any  change  of  Ad- 
ministration could  save  one  whose  obligation,  pay- 
able by  the  laws  and  Constitution,  in  specie,  is  out* 
standing,  for  property  brought  at  prices  swollen  by 
I  speculations  and  a  depreciated  circulation,  from  the 
I  consequent  loss,  was  too  fallacious  for  an  honest 
I  Democratic  Administration  to  hold  out;  and  the 
I  proposal  to  cripple  all  the  State  banks  by  placing  a 
J  regulator,  with  chartered  privileges,  to  compel  them 
to  call  in  four  hundred  millions  of  debts,  is  the 
most  cruel  mockery;  and  the  curses  of  a  mined 
country,  deep  and  loud,  too,  will  fall  upon  its  au- 
thors. The  Independent  Treasury,  and  a  well  ad- 
vised general  bankrupt  law,  applicable  to  all  deal- 
ers, was  the  true  means  el  relief.  Now,  the 
wealthy  capitalists  alone,  have  any  prospect  of  pro* 
filing  by  this  reiterated  experiment  of  a  Federal 
rule,  which  has  always  ended  in  disappointment  to 
the  people.  Not  only  is  a  United  States  Bank  un- 
necessary, bnt  the  idea  of  its  money  being  in  fact 
any  bet»er  than  the  money  of  specie  paying  bsnks 
of  the  States,  where  its  branches  are  situated,  is 
chimerical,  except  for  the  unjust  monopoly  c  f  being 
receivable  in  payment  of  duties,  although  not  re- 
deemable in  specie  where  so  paid;  a  monopoly,  the 
fruits  of  which  are  reaped  by  foreign  stockholders. 
Such  an  institution  is  evidently  unconstitutional, 
and  the  existence  of  such  a  bank  is  only  a  proof 
how  pressing  emergencies  form  an  excuse  for  a  de- 
parture from  principle,  and  how  readily  good  men 
slide  into  the  foul  heresy  in  morals,  that  "the  end 
j  usti  ties  the  means.  •**  * 

The  constitutional  objection  to  a  bank,  chartered 
by  the  United  States,  has  never  been  fairly  met; 
and  as  human  reason  is  just  as  clear  now  as  ever  it 
was,  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  people  will  again 
resort  to  first  principles,  and  test  the  point  by  sound 
and  connected  argument.  Let  us  trace  the  history 
of  this  institution  trom  its  first  embryo.  In  1780, 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  the  Bank  of  North 
America  was  chartered  by  the  continental  Congress. 
The  inducement  was,  that  the  bank  was  to  furnish 
the  army  3,000,000  ration*,  and  300  hhds.  rum, 
end  receive  in*  payment  bills  of  exchange  on  our 
Minister  in  Europe.  The  subscription  or  capital 
was  to  be  in  gold  and  silver.  Even  then  so  jealous 
were^  the  statesmen  of  that  day,  that  they  required 
"every  evening  except  Sundays,  a  statement  of  the 
cash  account,  and  of  notes  issued  and  received,  to 
be  delivered  to  the  superintendent  of  the  finances  of 
America."  The  exigences  of  the  country  were 
the  excuse,  and  the  States  were  requested  to  carry 
into  effirct  its  provisions  by  State  laws.  Thus,  a 
United  States  Bank  was  known  prior  to  the  Consti- 
tution, and  was  the  subject  of  the  debate  in  the  con- 
vention. This  bank  took  a  charter  frcm  Pennsyl- 
vania  afterwards.  The  question  generally  of  giving 
to  Congress  power  to  grant  acts  of  incorporation, 


and  also  to  incorporate  a  bank,  Mr.  Madison  says 
was  fully  considered,  and  the  power  refused;  and 
now  the  question  arises,  has  Congress  that  po wet? 
As  to  the  array  of  great  names  in  favor  of  the  posi- 
tion, it  is  enough  to  say,  the  present  generation  are 
endowed  with  the  same  intellectual  powers  as  their 
predecessors,  and  with  the  same  facts  before  them, 
can  arrive  at  as  wise  a  conclusion;  and  the  pressure 
of  State  necessity  being  removed,  they  have  a. 
better  prospect  of  arriving  at  the  conclusions  of 
unbiassed  reason.  The  United  States,  and  its  Con-" 
grem,  possess  no  inherent  power  or  original  exist- 
ence, as  a  body  politic,  but  .is  supposed  solely. of 
such  sovereign  powers  as  the  States  have  by  *the 
Constitution  granted.  It  results  that  the  omission 
to  grant  is  a  prohibition  to  the  exercise  of  any  of 
the  powers  appertaining  to  a  Government.  The 
people  of  the  several  States,  as  independent  and 
sovereign  powers,  possessed  all  the  attributes  of  na-  * 
tions,  and  so  much  and  no  more  of  those  attributes 
as  are  in  terms  surrendered  to  it,  by  the  instrument 
which  created  the  United  States  Government,  ap- 
pertains to  it. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  United  States  is  a  Go- 
vernment capable  of  sustaining  its  existence  aad 
not  a  mere  letgue;  but  the  limits  of  its  authority 
are  delineated  in  the  Constitution,  without  which  it 
has  no  existence,  and  beyond  which  it  can  exercise 
no  legitimate  authority.  Let  us  then  look  into  this 
instrument  fo.*  the  authority  to  create  a  body  cor- 
porate, and  grant  to  it  the  monopoly  ot  having  its 
promises  to  pay  in  coin  received  in  every  quarter  of 
the  Union  for  the  duties  and  dues  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  use  of  its  revenues  to  be  loaned 
out  on  \he  promissory  notes  of  individuals,  and  to 
receive  the  interest,  for  the  equivalent  of  paying  the 
depositee  where  required.  Power  was  refused 
when  asked  in  direct  terms,  and  let  us  apply  the 
celebrated  rule,  "to  ask  the  law-giver  what  be 
meant,11  and  it  is  clear  that  he  did  not  intend  that 
to  be  implied  which  he  had  expressly  refused. 
But  independent  of  this  refusal,  the  terms  of  Use 
Constitution  cannot  be  construed  to  Imply  such  a 
power.  It  has  been  inferred  from  the  power  "to 
lay  and  collect  taxes  for  the  general  welfare."  To 
incorporate  a  bank,  lays  no  tax  for  any  purpose. 
Alexander  Hamilton,  the  great  originator  of  such 
a  bank,  told  the  honest  truth  as  to  what  it  was  in- 
tended to  be:  "It  is  to  be  considered  that  such  a 
bank  is  not  a  mere  matter  of  private  property,  but 
a  political  machine  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
the  State.1'  Congress  has  no  power  to  raise 
money  to  invest  in  a  bank,  any  more  than  in 
a  whaling  voyage,  or  any  other  money 
making  business.  The  term  "general  welfare'* 
is  used  to  designate  the  object  of  raising  taxes.  If 
every  thing  that  will  bring  money  into  the  public 
purse,  is  authorized  under  the  power  to  raise 
taxes,  then  charters  to  fishing  companies,  fur  com- 
panies, and  companies  for  all  purposes  of  trade 
and  manufacture,  by  requiring  a  bonus,  would 
bring  money  into  the  public  purse.  Yet  no  such 
charters  were  ever  applied  lor.  To  exact  a  bonus 
for  a  charter  is  not  a  tax,  but  the  price  of  a  Govern- 
ment grant  of  a  monopoly;  and  a  monopoly  is  so 
much  taken  from  the  mass  of  the  people,  to  be  con- 
ferred on  a  privileged  c'ass.  The  right  does  not  re* 
suit  from  the  power  "to  borrow  money."  A  bank 
charter  borrows  no  money.  It  is  a  fearful  stretch 
of  construction  to  imply  it  is  a  "necessary  and 
proper"  way  to  borrow  money,  to  call  into  exist- 
ence a  corporation  to  lend  it — not  to  lend  its  mo- 
ney, but  its  promissory  notes.  The  power  is  to 
borrow  money.  Now,  "by  the  Constitution,  Con* 
gress  may  "coin  money,  and  regulate  the  value 
thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin."  No  other  money  was 
then  known.  Paper  bills  of  credit,  were  never 
known  as  money,  but  a  substitute  for  it.  Who 
ever  heard  of  engraving  money?  Neither  is  it 
"necessary  and  proper,"  or  either,  to  create  a  cor- 
poration, to  aid  in  laying  and  collecting  taxes,  or 
to  create  a  lender,  that  Congress  may  borrow.  It 
would  apply  as  well  to  trust  companies,  loan  offices* 
and  whaling  companies.  These  might  be  taxed,  ot 
they  might  lend  their  notes,  or  even  their  money? 
but  are  they  both  "necessary  and  proper?"  Use 
people  may  be  taxed,  aad  money  may  be  borrowed 
of  individuals.  The  States  have  the  right  to  pro- 
hibit the  circulation  is  money  of  any  thing  tat 
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gold  aad  silver;  and  jet  if  Congress  hare  the 
power  to  incorporate  a  Bank*  they  most  protect  its 
issuer,  punish  the  forgery  of  them,  and  thus  usurp 
a  dear  State  right,  by  implication.  Every  impli- 
cation of  a  grant  is  confined  to  such  as  are  direct 
and  both  necessary  and  proper,  in  the  usual  and  na- 
tural acceptation  of  the  terms,  else  it  leads  to  un- 
limited power.  Every  means  become  in  its  teim 
an  end,  and  thus  justifies  the  use  of  means  still 
■ore  remote,  until  absolute  power  js  attained;  and 
this  is  pure  Federal  doctrine.  Thus,  theUnited  States 
may  borrow  money.  To  borrow  money,  it  is  ne- 
cessary and  proper,  that  there  should  be  an  aceu- 
mnlalkm  of  capital.  To  accumulate  capital  we 
must  have  a  bank,  with  power1  to  engrave  bank 
notes.  There  can  be  no  bank  of  limited  responsi- 
bility without  a  charter,  and  prudent  men  will  not 
anile  in  a  general  responsibility ;  and  therefore, 
OongresF,  having  the  power  to  borrow  money,  has, 
by  necessary  implication,  the  power  to  incorporate 
stockholders  with  limited  responsibility.  Thus,  the 
charter  is  the  means  of  creating  the  bank.  The 
bank  »  the  means  of  collecting  the  capital,  and 
multiplying  it  thence  to  ten  fold,  and  this  is  the 
means  of  enabling  the  bank  to  fcnd,  and  the  United 
8tates"to  borrow  money."  There  is  no  power 
which  the  most  unprincipled  ambition  might  covet, 
which  could  not  be  attained  by  the  same  course  of 
reasoning.  Apply  it  to  the  power  to  lay  taxes;  a 
corporation  may  be  taxed,  but  to  tax  we  must  cre- 
ate it;  therefore,  under  the  power  to  lay  taxe?,  Con* 
grass  may  create  a  manufacturing  company,  and 
impose  a  tax  or  bonus.  Impieftsmest  into  the  navy, 
and  a  conscription  for  the  army,  are  legalized  in 
the  same  way.  This  is  Federalism,  now  in  ita 
ascendant.  Strict  construction  is  the  polar  star 
of  Democracy,  destined  again  to  emerge  from  its 


corporation  is  a  new  creation:  it  is  a  person 
not  before  existing,  and  its  creation  is  an  act  of 
sovereign  power,  not  delegated.  Had"  it  been  either 
necessary  or  proper,  it  would  have  been  as  expressly 
granted  as  it  was  positively. refused.  An  idea  once 
prevailed  that  the  prohibition,  to  the  States,  to  emit 
bflb  of  credit,  by  implication,  conferred  that  power 
on  Congress,  aad  so  it  might  create  a  bank  to  emit 
paper  money.  If  so,  ail  bills  of  State  banks  are 
unconstitutional.  But,  in  the  first  place,  a  char- 
tered bank  is  not  Congress,  and  delegated  power 
cannot  be  sub-delegated.  But  the  whole  error  is 
foaaded  upon  a  misapprehension  of  what  "bills  of 
credit0  are.  They  are  promises  based  on  the  ere* 
ait  of  a  State,  and  not  notes  based  on  a  bank  capi- 
tal. This  has  been  decided  and  admitted.  The  ar- 
gument chiefly  relied  upon,  by  the  advocates  of  a 
■aiftffnal  bank,  is  that  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Mar- 
shall, venerable  for  his  wisdom  and  experience;  but 
that  gift  of  God  which  is  bestowed  upon  mankind 
in  every  age— the  power  of  reason— is  still  more 
venerable.  An  individual  may  be  influenced  by 
motives,  or  deluded  by  the  pressure  of  cireum- 
stances;  bat  jright  reason,  when  unclouded  bv'pre- 
judiee,  is  more  to  be  relied  on  than  the  authority  of 
any  human  being.  Great  and  good  men  have 
maintained  some  monstrous  doctrines.  Judge  Mar- 
shalPs  argument  is  all  condensed  in  these  words: 
"The  Government,  which  has  a  right  to  do  an  act, 
aad  has  imposed  on  it  the  duty  of  performing  that 
act,  most,  according  to  the  dictates  of  reason,  be 
aUowed  to  select  its  means,1'  and  any  exception 
amwat  be  proved.  This  doctrine  leads  to  the  inevi- 
table conclusion  that  Congress  is  supreme.  It  must 
raise  an  army;  conscription  is  a  mean*;  there 
yoa  mast  show  that  it  is  prohibited.  It  can  borrow 
money;  therefore  it  can  incorporate  companif s,  and 
grant  monopolies,  within  the  States,  to  obtain  a  bo- 
nus. It  at  once  breaks  down  every  barrier  of  the 
Constitution,  and  makes  the  United  States  a  conso- 
lidated nation;  for  of  course  the  States  cannot  gain- 
any  what  the  United  8  ates  select  as  a  means.  Had 
each  a  doctrine  been  uttered  by  the  dying  breath 
of  Washington,  it  would  be  our  duty  to  challenge 
it,  as  treason,  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  States. 

Your  committee  conclude  that  the  ancompro- 
xaming  hostility  of  the  Democratic  Administration 
to  a  National  Bank  deserves  our  most  cordial  ap- 
probation; and  that  the  adoption  of  that  measure, 
aa  a  leading  and  fundamental  principle  of  the  new 
Administration)  stamps  it  indelibly,  at  to  its  very 


essence,  the  legitimate  exponent  of  Federalism, 
and  calculated  to  inflict  upon  the  country  lasting 
misery  and  ruin. 

Your  committee  consider  the  Independent  Trea- 
sury as  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  well  calculated  to  place  the  commerce, 
manufacture?,  and  agriculture  of  the  country  upon 
a  permanent  and  prosperous  basis.  By  withdraw- 
ing from  all  connection  wi'h  trade,  it  leaves  the 
banking  interests  to  be  regulated  by  the  States. 
By  collecting  the  revenue  in  the  coin  of  the  coun- 
try, it  neither  opposes  or  fosters  these  institutions, 
bnt  leaves  them  to  be  estimated  by  those  who  deal 
with  them.  If  their  notes  are  equal  'to  specie, 
those  who  possess  them  have  no  difficulty  in  con- 
verting them  into  money  when  required  for  duties. 
Iftheyarenot  so  convertible,  then  they  are  not 
equal  to  money,  and  the  United  States  ought  not  to 
receive  donbtfnl  paper  inpayment  of  debts  doe  to 
the  public  There  would  have  been  no  outcry 
against  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  money,  but 
from  the  consciousness  that  the  bills  of  specie 
paying  banks  are  not  as  good  as  specie.  A  specie 
paying  bank  to-day,  may  be  a  suspended  bank  to- 
morrow. Returns  aad  exhibits  have  proved  no 
eseurity.  A  bank  which  is  guilty  of  a  fraudulent 
issue  of  paper,  beyond  its  ability  to  redeem  it,  will 
hesitate  little  to  cover  that  fraud  by  false  state- 
ments. When  we  see  the  largest  baok  in  the  Union, 
and  once  grac-d  with  a  United  States  charter,  cir- 
culating the  bills  of  an  extinct  institution,  based  on 
no  capital,  what  confidence  can  be  placed  in  the 
mere  integrity  of  banks,  or  the  fidelity  of  their 
statements?  It  then  results,  that  either  in  the 
United  States  must  guaranty  the  continuance  of  the 
solvency  of  the  banks,  or  thi  persons  who  pay  the  du- 
ties must  ascertain  it  by  the  actual  exchange  of  the 
bills  for  money;  a  proceeding  which  can  cause  no 
difficulty,  except  where  the  banks  are  really  not  de- 
serving of  credit. 

The  right  to  lend  money  collected  as  duties  or 
taxes,  and  thus  convert  it  into  notes  under  any 
guarantee,  is  in  conflict  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  Constitution. 

The  next  general  feature  of  the  administration  of 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  deserving  the  cordial 
approbation  of  every  slaveholding  State,  was  the 
determined  policy  early  avowed,  to  withhold  his 
sanction  to  any  measure  impairing  the  reserved 
rights  of  the  South,  in  relation  to  her  slave  popula- 
tion. While  we  feel  an  abiding  confidence  in  the 
readiness  and  ability  of  our  State  to  protect  its 
rights  by  those  means  which  God  and  Nature  have 
accorded  to  us,  and  never  doubted  the  noble  spirit 
and  elevated  patriotism  of  our  citizens,  to  meet  any 
emergency,  and  repel  any  aggression,  and  are  re- 
solved not  to  discuss  rights  which  we  permit  no 
one  to  question,  we  must  cordis' ly  approve  that 
faithful  and  just  adherence  to  the  Constitution, 
which  will  save  our  citizens  of  other  States  from 
endangering  the  Union  by  their  folly  and  fanati- 
cism, and  involving  themselves  in  a  conflict  that 
will  not  be  abandoned  as  long  as  Carolina  has  one 
faithful  citizen  left  to  die  in  defence  of  her  integrity 
as  a  State,  her  interest,  or  her  honor. 

Your  committee  unite  with  the  Executive  in 
amazement  at  that  delusion  which  could  induce 
any  Southern  State  to  abandon  an  Administration 
which  adhered  most  faithfully  to  the  doctrines 
which  they  have  straggled  to  maintain  since  1800, 
and  hazard  their  interest  by  coalescing;  with  a  party 
to  which  is  allied  the  Federalists  and  Abolitionists; 
the  advocates  of  a  National  Bank,  and  the  perse- 
vering solicitors  of  a  tariff  of  protection;  and  while 
ve  rejoice  to  find  ourselves  associated  on  the  one 
side  with  Virginia,  the  very  nursery  of  Democracy 
and  State  rights,  and  on  the  other,  by  our  own  off- 
spring, the  enlightened  people  of  Alabama,  we  ftel 
no  nnkindaess  towards  our  immediate  neighbors, 
snd  are  confident,  relying  on  their  general  good 
sense  and  right  feelings,  that  the  moment  the  de- 
velopment of  the  true  character  of  the  combined 
and  allied  opponents  of  Democracy  is  exposed,  they 
will  promptly  and  cheerfully  unite  once  more  with 
us  in  sustaining  a  common  cause,  with  a  sincerity 
and  Z'al  worthy  of  their  elevated  character,  and 
their  devotion  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
South.  And  your  committee  concur  with  his  Ex- 
cellency in  the  belief  that  the  people  of  every  ate* 


tion  oi  the  Union,  firm  in  their  principles,  snd  re- 
solved in  their  purposes,  will  once  mere  rally  in 
the  great  cause  of  Democracy,  and  reinstate  in  of- 
fice iu  original  and  unwavering  disciples. 

That  the  late  ejection  for  President  of  the  United 
States  was  corrupt  and  indecent — wholly  unwor- 
thy of  a  sober  and  discreet  public,  and  calculated  to 
degrade  our  country  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  obser- 
vation and  rumor,  too  well  founded,  it  is  believed, 
induces  us  to  lament.  The  resort  to  silly  pagean- 
tries, ridiculous  emblems,  and  vulgar  dissipation, 
was  an  insult  upon  the  dignity  of  freemen,  and 
could  only  proceed  from  an  utter  contempt  of  .their 
intelligence,  and  a  readiness  to  degrade  them  to  the 
level  of  the  servile  populace  of  transatlantic  mo- 
narchies. That  funds  to  a  vast  amonnt  were  la- 
vished, was  palpable;  and  when  it  is  recollected 
that  the  prize  to  be  gained  by  opposition,  was  the 
oontrol  of  the  revenues  of  the  Union,  the  resuscita- 
tion of  an  expiring  moneyed  institution,  whose 
stock  is  to  largely  owned  abroad,  and,  above  all, 
the  delusive  hope  that  there  was  a  mtgic  in  change 
that  would  relieve  men  from  the  losses  of  improvi- 
dence or  misfortune,  there  is  great  reason  to  con- 
el  ode  that  the  elective  franchise  was  polluted  by 
most  extensive  bribery  and  corruption. 

There  was  a  feature  too,  in  the  late  election,  still 
more  odious.  Men  high  in  station,  and  surrounded 
by  the  respect  of  the  public,  going  about  the  coun- 
try, inflaming  the  passions,  alarming  the  fears,  aad 
misleading  the  judgment  of  the  people,  was  a  spec- 
tacle degrading  to  the  whole  country,  degrading  to 
us  as  a  moral  and  high  minded  people,  and  can  only 
be  ascribed  to  that  peculiarity  in  the  human  cha- 
racter, which  leads  men,  banded  together  for  a- 
common  purposr,  to  do  what,  as  individuals,  they 
would  revolt  at  and  repudiate.  When  men  of  cha- 
racter would  assert,  in  the  face  of  day,  that  the  distri- 
bution of  the  public  treasure,  raised  by  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  people  and  paid  away  by  appropria- 
tions made  by  law,  was  usurping  "the  power  of  the 
purse,"  which  every  one  knotrs  n  the  power  to 
raise  money  without  the  consent  of  the  people;  and, 
still  more  absurd,  that  they  should  represent  mili'ra 
men,  called  out  to  drill,  fn  days  in  the  year,  as  a 
standing  army,  we  are  amazed  at  the  self-compla- 
cency that  did  not  blush  at  the  deception.  No?  the 
unpardonable  sin  of  the  present  Administration 
was,  its  repudiating  a  chartered  monopoly,  to  re- 
ceive and  loan  the  public  treasure,  and  retaining  it 
in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States — its  gradual 
return  to  a  sound  constitutional  currency— and  its 
resolution,  not  to  entangle  Oovemment  with  any 
meney  dealers  or  stock -jobbers— but  to  leave  to  the 
States  to  regulate  their  banking  institutions  as  they 
deem  best;  and  upon  the  wisdom  aad  policy  of  this 
great  measure,  South  Carolina  concurs  with  it,  and 
is  ready  to  renew  the  expression  of  its  sanction  and 
approval. 

Thi?  State  has  only  to  repeat  her  objections  to  a 
tariff  for  a  protection,  and  when  the  tariff  compro- 
mise ends,  she  expects  a  fair  adjustment  of  a  new 
tariff  for  revenue,  in  name  and  in  fact.  The  re- 
salt  of  the  election  of  President  has  not  shaken  the 
faith  of  South  Carolina,  in  her  long  cherished  prin- 
ciples, and  your  committee  recommend  the  adop- 1 
tion  of  these  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  thU  Legisla- 
ture, a  bank,  chartered  by  the  United  States,  and 
whose  notes  are  made  receivable  in  payment  of  the 
poblic  due?,  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  intent  of 
the  Constitution;  is  not  warranted  by  any  express 
grant  of  power  to  Congress;  and  is  unnecessary 
and  impolitic. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
of  the  United  States  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  is 
strictly  constitutional,  and  well  calculated  to  pre- 
strve  a  sound  circulating  medium;  and  the  keeping 
the  public  funds  in  the  Treasury  of  the Unifd 
States,  instead  of  entrusting  them  to  the  custody 
of  any  incorporated  company,  i«  in  conformity  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  is  politic 
and  safe. 

3.  Jtoofoed,  That  the  power  given  to  Congress, 
to  lay. and  collect  taxes,  duties,  and  imposts,  does 
not  authorize  Congress  to  collect  money,  except  for 
revenue,  and  that  a  tariff  to  protect  the  industry 
of  one  portion  of  the  community,  at  the  expense 
of  another,  is  a  violation  of  the  spirit  and  let* 
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ter  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and 
when  Bach  a  ease  ocean,  the  several  States 
will  decide  for  themselves^the  mode  and  measure  of 
redress. 

4.  Retohed,  That  the  general  principles  and  po- 
licy of  the  administration  of  Martin  Van  Buren, 
are  approved  by  this  Legislature,  and  are  well 
calculated  to  preserve  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union, 
by  an  equal  and  just  protection  of  the  rights 
of  every  section;  thus  avoiding  the  necessity  of 
any  State  resorting  to  her  own  means  of  self-de- 
fence, to  secure  unimpaired  her  institutions  and  her 
rights. 

j>.  Resohid,  That  this  State  ha?  reen,  with  great 
satisfaction,  the  steady  and  consistent  adherence 
of  her  Senator,  John  C.  Calhoun,  to  the  well 
known,  avowed,  and  mature  principles  of  the 
State,  and  they  accord  to  him  their  deliberate  and 
strong  approval,  for  vindicating  and  upholding  the 
settled  and  w?)l  known  doctrines  of  the  State  frpm 
which  he  hold?  his  high  commission. 

6  Retohed,  That  the  people  of  this  Slate  have 
cause  to  congratu'ate  themselves,  that  the  party 
feuds  which  lately  weakened  the  vigor  of  its  coun- 
sels, have  happily  ceased,  and  that  South  Carolina 
now  presents  to  the  enemies  of  her  policy  and  peace, 
an  undivided  front;  and  is  prepared,  as  she  is  re- 
solved, to  repel,  by  all  proper  means,  every  aggres- 
sion upon  her  rights  as  a  sovereign  republic,  the 
instant  that  aggression  is  attempted. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  reo nested 
to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  Report  and 
Resolutions,  to  cur  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress,  with  instructions  to  submit  them  to 
that  body. 

Retohed,  That  the  House  do  agree  to  the  report. 
Ordered,  that  it  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
.  rence. 

By  order:  T.  W.  GLOWER,  C.  H.  R. 

In  the  Senate,  December  18, 1  j40. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  do  agree  to  the  report. 
Ordered,  that  it  be  returned  the  He  use  of  Repp  sen- 
lives. 

By  order:  WM.  E.  MARTIN,  C.  S. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PRESTON,  the  resolutions 
were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr,  CALHOUN  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Orleans,  praying 
the  passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  while  he  took  pleasure  in  pre- 
senting this  memorial,  his  own  opinions  on  the 
subject  were  unchanged  He  belie vod  that  the 
passage  of  a  voluntary  bankrupt  law  by  the  Fede- 
ral Government,  would  be  unconstitutional;  and 
the  passage  of  a  law  wi<h  the  involuntary  princi- 
ple, impolitic  and  inexpedient  at  the  present  time. 

The  memoiial  was  Ijdd  on  the  talk,  and  ordered 
to  be  princrd 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  in  favor  of  a  law 
for  compensation  for  French  spoliations  prior  to 
1800;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Relations. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  a  preamble 
and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky. 
The  resolutions  were  as  follows: 

1.  Be  it  resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky  deem  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  so  constituted  and  organ  zed  as  to  secure  to 
the  nation  the  maintenance  of  a  found,  wholesome, 
and  cenvenient  currency,  indispensable  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  coontrj ;  and  that  the  nation  cannot 
dispense  with  such  a  Bank,  without  a  certain  ptos- 
pect  of  private  and  public  distress. 

2.  Be  it  farther  retched,  That  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States  are  not,  of  right,  the  property  of 
the  particular  States  ia  which  they  lie,  nor  that  of 
the  people  of  such  States;  and  therefore  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  Slates  ought  not  te  cede  such 
lands  to  such  Siates,  or  any  of  them,  or  to  ap- 
prop.ia'e  such  lands  Cor  any  purpose  whatever, 
but  in  betn'f  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  all 
the  States. 

3.  Re$cloed,/Urther,  Tha»,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
General  Assembly,  public  policy  requires,  and  the 
interests  of  the  people  will  be  greatly  promoted,  by 
a  just  and  equitable  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  the  States  respec- 
tively, according  to  Federal  population. 


4.  Retohed,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions  be  forwarded  by  the  Governor  to  each  of  our 
Senators  and  Representatives  in'  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  with  a  request  that  they  will  lay 
the  same  before  each  branch  of  the  National  Le- 
gislature. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  these  resolutions  were  pasted  in 
one  House  by  a  unanimous  vote,  and  in  the  other 
with  but  four  dissentients,  and  expressed,  he  be- 
lieved, the  sentiments  of  nine- tenths  of  the  people 
of  the  State. 

On  Mr.  C's  motion,  the  resolutions  were  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  remonstrating  against  the 
/passage  of  any  bankrupt  law  that  acted  retrospec- 
*  tively,  (which,  in  Mr.  C's  opinion,  was  the  princi- 
pal merit  of  a  bankrupt  law;)  which  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  of 
Lewis  Brown  and  other  merchants  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  the  reimbursement  of  a  portion  of  the  du- 
ties paid  by  them  on  certain  articles  of  hosier) ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  citiztns  of  Nantucket,  for  indemnity  for 
French  spoliations  prior  to  1800}  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Benja- 
min Brain,  praying  compensation  for  Revolutiona- 
ry services;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  MERRIQK  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore,  praaying  the  passage  of  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  erection  of  a  fort  on  Boiler's 
Point  Flab;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Will:am  Whitehead,  now  on  file,  v  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  mer- 
chants and  others  remonstrating  against  the  passage 
of  any  bankrupt  law  at  the  present  session;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  asking,  if  Congrees  deem  it 
expedient  to  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  that  banks  and 
trading  corporations  may  be  included  in  its  provi- 
sions; which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  mechanics 
and  laborers  of  New  York,  asking,  if  Congress  pass 
a  bankrupt  law,  that  laborers  and  mechanics  may 
be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  its  provisions;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
*  Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Temperance  Society  of  New  York,  praying  that 
the  spirit  portion  of  the  navy  ration  miy  be  abo- 
lished; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  Absalom 
Link,  praying  confirmation  of  his  title  to  a  tract  of 
land.  • 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  the  State  of  Michigan,  praying  the  passage 
of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  letter  from  the  Se. 
cretary  of  War,  enclosing  a  communication  from 
the  Chief  Engineer,  on  the  creation  of  a  company 
of  sappers  and  minersj  which  wai  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs^  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  B.  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which, 
with  accompanying  paper*,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs: 

Retohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
taking  measures  to  settle  and  quiet  the  title  of 
claimants  to  the  Pea  Patch  island  in  the  Delaware 
river. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Ma- 
rine Insurance  Company  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
remonstrating  against  arfptalof  the  pilot  law  of 
1837;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Ohio,  praying  the  passage  of  a  general  bank- 
rupt law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KING  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Alabama,  praying  the  removal  of  the 


land  office  at  Mardiaville  to  a  convenient  location 
in  the  Cherokee  purchase;  which,  as  the  subject 
has  been  passed  upon  by  this  body,  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  K.  also  presented  resolutions  of  the  same 
body,  asking  the  passage  of  a  law  to  authorize  the 
adjustment  of  the  claims  of  Alabama  for  mosey 
actually  advanced  by  that  State  to  aid  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  Creek  war,  which,  as  a  Trill  had  been 
already  reported,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners 
and  crew  of  the  schooner  Twin;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,,  the  bill  authorizing 
the  settlement  and  payment  of  certain  claims  of 
the  State  of  Alabama  was  taken  up  and  considered 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  explana- 
tion by  Mr.  K.  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading.      • 

PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE  EMOTION  Law. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  was  taken  up,  and  having 
been  read  through,  the  question  being  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Crittenden  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  in- 
structions to  teport  a  bill  for  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  fates  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
States, 

Mr.  ALLEN  addressed  the  Senate  at  much 
length  in  favor  of  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  MaNGTJM  then  obtained  the  Moor,  but 
yielded  it  to 

Mr.  WALL,  upon  whose  motion  the  Senate  went 
into  Executive  session, 

And  afterwards  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monday,  January  25,  1841. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read, 

Mr.  GUSHING  presented  a  memorial  from 
C.  T.  James,  of  Newburyport,  Massachusetts,  upon 
the  subject  of  steamboat  explosions:  which  was  refer* 
red  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  W.  JONES  then  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
proceed  to  the  special  order. 

Mr.  BLACK  inquired  when  the  appeal  which 
he  had  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  in  re- 
ference to  an  Abolition  petition,  would  be  in  order? 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  would  be  in  order  on 
the  first  petition  day,  unless  some  special  order 
frhoald  interfere. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  communication?,  viz: 

1.  Prom  the  President  of  the  United  Stater, 
transmitting  a  report,  wi<h  accompanying  papers, 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  the  16th  of  December, 
calling  for  copies  of  all  documents  shewing  the 
<  ripin  of  any  political  relations  between  the  United 
Slates  and  the  empire  of  China:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

2.  From  the  Secretary  of*  War,  transmitting,  in 
obedience  to  the  act  of  April  21,  1808,  and  March 
3,  1809,  statement  of  ail  contracts  which  were 
made  by  that  Department  during  the  year  1840: 
referred  to  the.  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

3  From  the  Postmaster  General,  in  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  2d  July, 183  6,  trans- 
mitting, 1.  A  statement  of  all  such  land  and  water 
mails  as  have  been  established  or  ordered  within  the 
year  pieceding  the  1st  of  July,  1840,  other  than 
those  let  to  contract  under  the  advertisment  of  the 
year,  2.  A  report  of  all  contract  made  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  within  the  year  aforesaid; 
3.  A  report  of  additional  allowances  made  to  mail 
contractors  within  said  year,  and  4.  A  report  of 
all  curtailments  of  mail  service  and  pay  ordered 
within  the  same  time:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

4.  From  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance 
with  the  act  of  May  1,  1820,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  second  Comptroller,  of  the  appropria- 
tions and  expenditures  for  1840,  and  balances  re> 
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mainiag  in  the  Treasury  on  the  31st  of  December 
of  dial  year:  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
prated. 

5.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contracts  made  by 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  daring  the  year 
1840:  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

6.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting, in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  19th  inst.  a  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  accompanied  by 
a  statement  exhibiting  the  amount  paid  into  the 
Treasury  annually  on  account  of  public  lands, 
from  the  opening  of  the  land  offices  to  the  end  of 
me  third  quarter  of  the  year  1840,  at  each  land 
office;  the  aggregate  received  at  each  office,  and  the 
Ugregate  at  all  the  offices,  and  by  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  whole  period;  also,  a 
statement  of  acres  of  public  land  entered  by  pre- 
emption, at  each  of  the  land  offices,  from  the  first 
of  July,  1820,  to  the  date  of  the  latest  returns  for 
the  year  1840,  dtecriminaing  between  those  under 
acts  of  1838  and  1840,  and  those  under  prior  acts: 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

7.  Prom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  the  9th  instan%  in  relation  to 
the  discontinuance  of  certain  land  districts  under 
the  act  of  12th  June,  1840:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

.  8  From  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a 
tfatement  of  the  names  of  the  clerk*  employed  in 
the  Department  of  War  in  the  year  1840,  the  lime 
each  clerk  was  employed,  and  the  sum  paid  to  each: 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

9.  From  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as 
follows? 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  Home  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  a  report  from  the  Director 
of  the  Mint,  exhibiting  the  operations  of  that  in- 
stitution during  the  year  1840,  and  I  have  to  invite 
the  special  attention  of  Congress  to  that  part  of 
.the  Director's  report  in  relation  to  the  over- valua- 
tion given  to  the  gold  in  foreing  coins  by  the  act  of 
Coagnts  of  June  28, 1834,  regulating  the  value  of 
of  certain  foreign  gold  coin  within  the  Uni;ed  States. 
Applications  have  been  frequently  made  at  the 
Mint,  for  copies  of  medals  voted  at  different  times 
by  Congress  to  the  officers  who  distinguished  them* 
serves  is  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  in  the  last 
war,  lbs  dies  for  which  are  deposited  in  the  Mint; 
and  it  is  submitted  to  Congress  whether  authority 
shall  be  given  to  the  Mint  to  strike  off  copies  of 
those  medals  in  bronze  or  other  metal,  to  supply 
those  persons  making  applications  for  them  at  a 
cost  not  to  exceed  the  actual  expense  of  striking 
then*  off. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Washwgtow,  22d  Jan.  1841. 

On  suction  of  Mr.  BRIQGS,  that  part  of  the 
message  which  relates  to  the  Mint  was  leferred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meanf ;  and  that 
which  relates  to  medals,  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Library. 

SENATE  BILLS. 
The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  appropriately  referred, 

VIZ: 

An  act  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Al- 
exandria, in  the  city  of  Alexandria; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Avery,  Saltmarsh,  and 
Compan}; 

An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  certain  surveys  of  the  lakes  and 
lake  coasts  to  be  made; 

Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Francis 
Newman; 

Ah  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Sarpey,  or  his 
legal  representatives; 

An  act  respecting  the  heirs  of  Agnes  Dandas; 

An  aa  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of  Mississippi 
the  two  per  cent,  fund  accruing  by  the  act  for  the 
•tatsnion  of  said  State  into  the  Union; 

Aax  act  to  make  certain  appropriations  for  the 
Patent  Office; 

An  act  to  abolish  the  port  of  delivery  and  the  of- 


fice of  the  surveyor  of  the  customs  at  Currituck  In- 
1  t,  in  North  Ca-olina; 

An  act  regulating  commercial  intercourse  with 
the  port  of  Cayenne,  in  the  colony  in  French  Guia- 
na, and  to  remit  certain  duties 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  refund  the  duties  collected  on  the  Fnnch  ship 
Alexandre; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  make  an  arrangement  or  compromise  with 
any  of  the  sureties  on  bonds  given  to  the  United 
States  by  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  the 
customs  for  the  port  of  New  York; 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Samuel 
Mackay; 

An  act  relating  to  the  judicial  courts  in  the  dis- 
trict or  New  Hampshire. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  House  bill 
making  provMnn  for  the  lunatics  confined  in  the 
jails  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  was  concurred  in 
by  the  House.  The  amendment  is  as  follow?: 
"Provided  taid  expenses  shall  not  exceed,  in  the 
whole,  $3,000  per  annum." 

Mr.  MARVIN  cb'.ained  leave  lo  present  sundry 
petitions,  (praying  for  a  bankrupt  law,)  in  behalt 
of  bis  colleague,  (Mr.  Clark,)  who  was  confined  to 
his  room  by  indisposition. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  EVERETT  on 
Friday  coming  up  for  consideration,  Mr.  E.  said  he 
woo  Id  not  press  it,  as  it  could  now  answer  no  use- 
ful purpose. 

Mr.  POPE  asked  leave  to  lay  upon  the  table  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  CARR  said  be  had  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Indiana  on  the  subject  of  amending 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  so  as  to  re- 
strict the  eligibility  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  a  single  term. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  of  Alabama  moved  that  the 
rules  be  suspended  one  hour,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
senting petitions  and  memorials  which  would  not 
give  rise  to  debate. 

Mr.  J.  W.  JONES  again  moved  that  the  House 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole;  when 

Mr.  BANKS  asked  Mr.  Jones  to  give  way  to 
enable  him  to  submit  a  resolution;  which,  he  said, 
would  not  occupy  one  moment.    But 

Mr.  JONES  persisting  in  his  motion, 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of 
TREASURY  NOTES. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  being  entitled  to  the  flnor,  an- 
nounced that  he  should,  in  the  course  of  the  re- 
marks he  intended  lo  make,  take  the  liberty  of  an- 
swering various  charges  which  gentlemen  of  the 
Opposition  had  thought  proper  to  make  against  the 
Administration.  Whether  these  charges  had  been 
made  in  order  or  not,  he  would  not  then  undertake 
to  decide;  but  as  they  had  been  made,  whether  in 
order  or  not,  he  considered  it  bis  right,  nay,  his 
imperative  duty,  to  reply. 

Mr.  D.  then  proceeded  to  say  that  the  whole  his- 
tory of  nations  and  Governments  satisfied  him  that 
never,  since  the  establishment  of  civil  insti- 
tutions, bad  there  existed  a  Government  without 
two  parties,  one  desirous  for  it  to  possess  more 
power,  and  the  other  less.  He  then  explained  the 
nature  of  Monarchical,  Aristocratical,  and  Repub- 
lican forms  of  Government,  the  latter  of  which 
was  the  form  under  which  we  lived,  and  by  which 
the  people  had  the  right  to  make,  adjudicate  and 
execute  their  law.*,  either  by  themselves  or  by  their 
Representatives. 

In  this  Repnblicm  form  of  Government  the  peo- 
ple had  a  privilege,  which  was  recognised  by  the 
C institution,  and  which  could  not  be  wrested.from 
them.  That  privilege  was  the  right  of  instructing 
their  Representatives  to  carry  out  their  will .  There- 
fore he  contended  when  any  Representative  was 
elected,  ©r  officer  of  whatever  character  or  descrip- 
tion, if  he  was  elected  upon  any  question,  or  test, 
or  measure,  or  principle,  such  officer  or  Represent- 
ative wai  bound  to  carry  out  such  question  or  mea- 
sure on  which  he  had  been  elected.  Sach  was  the 
bounden  and  sacred  doty  to  tbe  people  who  elected 
him.  He  was  bound,  by  every  principle  of  govern* 


ment  and  constitutional  law,  to  support  that 
sure  for  which  be  had  been  elected.  And  when- 
ever any  officer,  whether  the  President  or  tbe  hum* 
blest  individual,  had  been  thus  elected,  and  failed  to 
perform  this  duty,  it  was  a  gross  b teach  of  faith  to 
the  people.    / 

After  some  further  remarks  on  this  head,  Mr.  D. 
said  his  object  was  to  lead  to  the  inquiry  whether, 
at  the  recent  election,  any  special  instruction  bad 
been  given  by  the  people  through  the  ballot  boxes, 
whether  in  relation  to  this  or  the  coming  Adminis- 
tration. 

Mr.  D.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  report  of  fie 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  and  the  estimates  fur- 
nished by  that  officer  fer  the  present  year. 

After  reading  the  numerous  items,  Mr.  D.  said 
it  would  appear  from  tbe  report  of  the  Secretary 
that  the  estimated  balance  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
end  of  the  present  year,  after  maVing  every  pay- 
ment, would  be  $824,273. 

But  the  question  had  been  asked,  that  as  there 
wa«  to  be  this  balance  in  the  Treasury  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  what  necessity  was  there  for  tbe  issue 
of  these  Treasury  notes?  His  answer  was,  that  a 
porion  of  the  receipts  referred  to  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  would  not  probably  be  paid  in, 
sicb,  for  instance,  as  the  item  for  the  Bank  of 
Naichrz.  But  there  was  another  reason,  and  that 
was  the  great  inequality  of  receipts,  and  the  in- 
equality of  the  expenditures  in  tbe  course  of  the 
year.  It  bad  been  already  known,  that,  during  the 
present  quarter,  a  great  amount  became  due  before 
.the  funds  for  meeting  the  demands  had  been  paid 
in.  It  therefore  became  necessary  thai  a  tempoia- 
ry  provision  should  be  made  to  enable  the  Treasu- 
ry to  anticipate  for  a  thort  period  rs  receipts.  But 
let  gentlemen  wait  until  the  end  of  the  year,  when 
the  receipis  and  expenditures  should  be  put  toge- 
ther, and  ihey  would  then  see  how  much  reason 
they  bad  for  their  objections. 

It  m;ght  also  be  asked  why  such  an  amount  of 
Treasury  notes  had  been  asked  for  in  the  bill. 
His  answer  was,  that  considering  the  great  revul- 
sions of  trade,  and  the  fluctuation  ot  money  mat- 
ters, it  was  better  to  provide  a  sufficiency  at 
once. 

The  S:cre(ary  of  the  Treasury  informed  them, 
that  during  the  last  year, the  Treasury  had  met  every 
demand  which  had  been  made  upon  ir.  Now  some 
gentleman  of  the  Opposition  bad  thought  proper 
to  deny  this,  and  to  assert  that  the  Government 
had  been  going  on  tick.  He  cou'd,  however, 
boldly  assert  that  such  had  not  been  the  cawyand 
he  felt  assured  that  he  con  Id  pro  re  what  he  said  to 
tbe  satisfaction  of  the  House. 

Mr.  D.  then  alluded  to  the  charges  made  by  Mr. 
Barnard  on  this  subject,  and  vbo  bad  alleged 
that  the  work  on  the  public  buildings  in  this  city 
had  been  suspended,  and  tbe  payment  of  money 
due  to  the  workmen  postponed  until  the  first  of 
April  next. 

In  order  to  be  satisfied  as  to  the  troth  of  this 
charge,  Mr.  D.  said  he  had  addressed  a  leter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subjec,  and  a 
bill  was  read  at  the  Clerk's  table.  The  answer  of 
the  S:cretary  was  also  read,  and  stated  in  sub- 
staner,  that  all  the  work  done  on  the  public  build- 
ings of  this  city,  during  the  last  year,  to  the  best 
of  hs  knowledge,  bad  been  paid  for  as  soon  as 
done.  But  the  appropriation  having  been  exhaust- 
ed, as  a  matter  of  necessity  during  the  present 
month,  he  believed  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ing had  received  an  application  from  some  labor- 
ers to  be  permitted  lo  go  on  with  their  work  at 
their  own  riek,  until  a  further  appropriotion  should 
be  made.  The  Board  of  Commit ioners  bad  not 
interfered  in  the  care,  and  nei.hr r  they  nor  the  De- 
partment had  proposed  any  reduction  of  wages. 

Thus,  5 aid  Mr.  D.  the  appropriation  haviug  run 
out,  the  laborers  themselves,  at  their  own  risk, 
during  the  present  month,  have  made  the  applica- 
tion to  be  permitted  to  go  on  with  the  work.  So 
much  for  the  Government  going  on  tick. 

Mr.  D.  then  gave  a  similar  satisfactory  explana- 
tion in  reply  to  the  objection  raised  in  relation  to 
the  works  at  Old  Point,  both  by  Mr.  Barnard  and 
Mr.  Wiss.  After  having  read,  at  the  Clerk's 
desk,  a  letter  from  the  War  Office  on  the  subject  • 
and  which  placed  the  matter  in  its  proper  light, 
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Mr.  D.  said  it  was  thus  he  disposed  of  the  objfc* 
lion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who  unfor- 
tunately bad  gone  off  half  cooked.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  also  done  the  same,  althoogb,in 
a  general  way,  he  took  fire  before  he  went  off. 

Mr.  D.  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  o'her  objec- 
tions raised  by  Mr.  Barnard  in  relation  to  the  great 
amount  alleged  to  be  owing  by  the  Government. 
He  (Mr.  D.)  denied  the  correctness  of  the  conclu- 
sions to  which  that  and  oiher  members  had  come; 
and  he  desired  to  know  if  the  Opposition  fancied 
the  people  won  Id  be  so  foolish  as  to  take  their  bare 
words,  without  facts  or  figures,  against  the  facts  and 
figures  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

If  there  had  been  any  expression  at  the  ballot 
box  against  this  mode  of  raising  money  by  Trea  • 
sury  note:,  he  (Mr.  D.)  would  acknowledge  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  done.  80  with  a  National  Bank,  and 
he  would  be  the  last  man  to  support  eitu  er  against 
the  will  of  the  people.  Bat  he  denied  there  had 
been  any  any  snch  expression  against  the  measure 
contemplated  1>y  the  oil1,  and  that  being  the  case, 
he  considered  it  the  duty  of  the  Democratic  party 
to  carry  out  the  principles  by  which  they  had  so 
long  been  bound. 

Mr.  D.  then  proceeded  to  make  some  remarks  as 
to  the  principles  of  the  coming  Administrate,  and 
the  sacred  duty  of  all  officers,  whether  high  or  low, 
10  act  faithfully  to  the  people  who  elected  them. 

In  the  course  of  his  speech,  Mr.  D.  alluded  to 
the  conduct  of  General  Haribon  and  the  course 
pursued  by  him  at  a  certain  meeting  in  Ohio.  At 
that  public  meeting,  said  Mr.  D.  you  find  General 
Harrison  telling  the  assembled  thousands  that  he 
wis  opposed  to  a  national  Bank,  on  the  ground 
tint  Congress  .has  not  constitutional  power  to  incor- 
porate it.  But  in  the  very  same  speech,  and  before 
the  same  assembled  thousand*,  he  tells  them  that  if 
Congress  should  think  proper  to  pass  such  a  bill  he 
would  not  veto  it. 

Now  said  Mr.  D.  lcok  at  this.  Here  on  the 
4th  of  March  next.  General  Harrison  will  be  sworn 
into  office.  He  will  lift  up  his  band  and  swear  be- 
fore God  that  he  will  faithfully  support  the  Con- 
stitution. Yes,  his  lips  will  press  the  Holy  Svange* 
lists,  and  he  will  solemnly  declare  that  the  Consti- 
tution shall  be  preserved  inviolate.  And  yet,  ac- 
cording to  hi3  own  words,  should  Congress  see  pro- 
per to  pass  a  bill,  which  he  believes  to  be  uncon- 
$lUulionalt  he  will  not  veto  it. 

Mr.  BOND  here  rose  and  de  ired  to  know  what 
speech  his  colleague  alluded. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
believed  it  was  the  fpeecb  at  Cleveland. 

Mr.  BOND  said  be  would  undertake  to  say,  that 
upon  the  Sub-Tf easury  bill,  General  Harrison  bad 
declared  before  the  assembled  multitude,  that  so 
far  as  he  could  he  would  have  that  measure  re- 
pealed, because  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  it. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  DUNCAN  in  re- 
ply, which  were  not  distinctly  heard — 

Mr  BOND  stated  that  he  would  undertake  to 
say  that  General  Harrison  had  not  said  he  wonld 
not  exercise  the  constitutional  power  of  veto.  But 
he  had  attested  over  and  over  again  that  he  would 
hesitate  before  he  exercised  that  power  on  a  mere 
question  of  expediency.  Mr.  B.  had  never  heard 
General  Harrison  say  that  he  would  relinquish  the 
voto  power  upon  what  he  believed  to  be  against  the 
Constitution.  He  (Mr.  B.)  believed  that  his  col* 
leage  was  mistaken  when  he  said  that  Harmon 
had,  at  any  time,  failed  to  give  an  expression  of 
his  opinion  to  any  public  measure.  He  was  above 
concealment;  and  if  there  was  any  man  in  the  na- 
tion, whose  heart  was  in  his  band,  it  was  William 
Henry  Harrison. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  Ycf,  his  heart  is  in  both  hands, 
or  he  has  a  heart  in  each  hand,  or  that  his  heart 
has  been  in  the  hands  of  a  Committee,  as  I  will 
presently  show. 

Mr.  BOND  again  asssrted  that  General  Harrison 
had  never  refused  10  give  his  opinion  on  any  pub- 
lic measure. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  wished  to  understand  from  the 
gentleman  whether  he  meant  to  say  that  Harrison 
had  ever  answered   through  the  newspaper  co- 


Mr.  BOND  repeated  that  the  General  had  no 
concealment. 


Mr.  DUNCAN.  That  is  no  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion. I  ask  if*  General  Harrison  has  ever  thought 
proper  to  place  bis  band  to  any  explanation  in  the 
newspapers. 

Mr.  BOND  could  not  say  whether  the  General 
had  ever  placed  his  hand  totsuch  explanation  or 
not;  but  whenever  he  had  been  called  on  by  letter, 
be  had,  Mr.  B.  believed,  given  an  answer.  It  was 
not  to  be  expected  ihat  he  would  answer  every  tet- 
ter containing  the  same  thing  over  and  over  again, 
but  be  had  given  an  answer  in  a  satisfactory  way. 

After  some  further  coversation,  which,  owing  to 
the  disorder  which  prevailed,  could  not  be  reported 
wiih  accuracy— Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  Mr.  Bonn 
if  he  could  furnish  a  single  document  signed  by 
Harrison  within  the  last  year,  either  in  relation  to 
a  United  States  Bank,  Abolition,  the  assumption  of 
State  debts  by  the  General  Government,  the  distri- 
bution of  the  public  lands,  or  any  such  important 
questions,  and  in  which  he,  General  Harrison,  had 
given  a  final  answer  to  such  questions.  Let  the 
gent'eman  say  yes  or  no. 

Mr.  BOND  said  that  when  he  had  such  serious 
interrogatories  propounded  to  him,  he  took  it  for 
granted  that  it  was  reasonable  he  should  be  allowed 
time  to  make  a  response. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  finally  proceeded  with  bis  remarks, 
in  which  he  undertook  to  comment  upon  the  mili- 
tary and  other  talents  of  General  Harrison  in  a  se- 
vere manner. 

For  this  Mr.  D.  was  called  to  order  by  members 
of  the  Opposition.  He  replied,  that  he  would  con- 
trive to  keep  in  order,  but  if  he  was  to  be  called  to 
order  for  holding  up  the  military  glories  of  Harri- 
son, why  were  not  other  members  called  to  order 
when  they  called  Van  Buren  a  jackass? 

[Tqc  remarks  of  Mr.  D.  will  be  given  hereafter 
in  exUnso  ] 

Without  concluding,  Mr.  D.  gave  way  for  a  mo- 
tion that  the  committee  rise. 

On  the  question  being  taken,  no  quorum  voted; 
and 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  that  fact  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  BEATTT  moved  that  the  House  adjouro. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  but  they 
were  not  ordered. 

And  thsn  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 

TotsDAT,  January  26, 1841. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  a  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Indiana,  praying  Congress  to  take  mea- 
sures for  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
Hayti,  and  the  establishment  of  commercial  re- 
lations Kith  that  Republic. 

Mr.  €h  also  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Iodiana,  praying  such  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution as  to  make  white  freemen  the  basis  of  re- 
presentation. 

The  question  of  receiving  theie  memorials,  was, 

On  motion  by  SEVIER,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
D.  W.  Prescott,  praying  that  the  dnty  on  certain 
goods  destroyed  by  fire  may  be  refunded;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presened  the  following  memo- 
rial  signed  by  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Washington: 
To  Uu  Honorable  the  Send*  end  House  of  Reprtx*- 


The  undersigned  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Washington,  beg  leave 
respectfully  to  protest  against  the  passage,  in  its 
present  shape,  of  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate, 
entitled  "a  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force  the 
act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washington;"  1st.  Because  it  proposes  to  give  the 
right  of  suffrage  to  all  persons,  with  no  qualifica- 
tion other  than  a  twelve  month's  residence,  and 
with  no  protection  against  fraudulent  voting  by  pre- 
vious registry,  and  other  sufficient  safeguard:  3d. 
Because  it  propses  to  make  all  persons  eligible  to 
the  Mayoralty  and  to  the  Boards  of  Aldermen  and 
Common  Cound',  without  any  property  qualifica- 
tion, or  other  stake  or  interest  in  the  city  than  mere 
residence;  thus,  in  an  incorporation  of  property, 
placing  the  power  of  taxation,  and  the  property  of 


the  fixed  and  permanent  inhabitants  of  the  city,  at 
the  disposal  and  mercy  of  those  who  have  nothing 
themselves,  and  arc  often  mere  birds  of  passage: 
3d.  Because  it  proposes  to  submit  the  appoint- 
ment of  magistrates,  and  other  police  officers,  to 
popular  election,  with  no  checks  on  them,  no  re- 
sponsibility, no  power  of  removal  for  malconduct 
or  delinquency,  and  no  corrective  whatever 
of  these  conservators  of  the  peace  and  order  of 
the  city,  other  than  what  is  furnished  by  the  said 
popular  election:  And  because  the  said  bill  does 
not  contain,  as  it  ought,  various  powers  and  provi- 
sions which  experience  under  the  existing  charter 
has  shown  to  be  necessary  and  proper  for  the  better 
protection  of  property,  and  the  better  preservation 
of  public  order.  For  these  reasons,  (and  for  others 
which  might  be  urged,  but  with  which  it  is  not 
necessary  to  trouble  your  honorable  bodies,  as 
these  are  insuperable  and  sufficient,)  the  under- 
signed respectfully  pray  that  the  said  bill  may  not 
pass  into  a  law,  and  that  no  other  may  be  passed 
which  has  not  the  assent  and  concurrence  of  the 
people- of  Washington,  for  whose  government  the 
act  is  designed,  and  whose  wishes,  it  is  presumed, 
ought  therefore  to  be  consulted. 

The  memorial  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  om 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  J* 
Johnson  and  Samuel  M.  Love;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Robert  Fulton;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  the  bill  supplementa- 
ry to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  for 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  adjust  the 
claims  to  reservations  of  land  under  the  treaty  of 
1830  with  the  Choctaw  Indians,"  was  taken  up, 
and  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Prince  Georges  county,  Ma- 
ryland, engaged  in  the  planting  and  cultivation  of 
tobacco,  praying  the  adoption  of  measures  by  the 
General  Government  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
their  staple  from  the  burdensome  duties  imposed  in 
foreign  countries. 

Mr.  M.  accompanied  the  presentation  of  the  me- 
morial with  som*  remarks,  which  were  replied  to 
by  Mr.  CALHOUN,when,wiihout  taking  the  qu 
lion  on  its  reference,  the  Senate  passed  to  the  c 
sideration  of  the  special  order— the 

PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pobtie 
lands,who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  sam»,  and 
raise  a  log-cabin  theieon,was  taken  npvand  having: 
been  read  through,  the  question  being  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Cbittbwdkh  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  1 
the  States. 

Mr.  MANGUM  addressed  the  Senate  at  1 
length  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  in  favor  of  the 
recommitment. 

Mr.  BENTON  followed,  confining  hisremarfce 
principally  to  the  establishment  of  the  fact  of 
foreign  interference  in  (be  recent  Presidential  elec- 
tion. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  replied,  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuesday,  January  26,  1841. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST,  on  leave,  from  the  Com-! 
mittee  on  Manufacture?,  reported  a  bill  to  1 
so  much  of  the  act  cntiiided  "An  act  to  alter ' 
amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on 

ports,"  approved  July  14,  1832,  as  exempts 

of  foreign  manufacture  from  the  payment  ox  deitpv^ 
and  proposes  to  subject  them,  when  imported,  arftes;, 
the  first  day  of  April  next,  to  a  dnty  of  tweatw  ] 
cent,  erf  valorem. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,   1 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  em 
state  of  the  Union. 
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Mr.  POPE  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to 
present  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Ken- 
ncky,  co  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  etc. 
thtt  the;  might  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  POPE  moved  to  suspend  the  rales  for  that 
purpose;  but  the  motion  was  negatived. 
TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

Oa  morion  of  Mr.  J.  W.  JONES,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
sate  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Casey  in  the  Chair,  and  re- 
amed the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing  the 
issue  of  five  millions  of 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  re- 
sained  his  remark*-  from  yesterday  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  and  in  reply  to  the  numerous  charges  of  the 
apposition  against  the  financial  policy  of  the  Ad- 
Bfthufttration.  With  this  view,  he  took  a  review 
of  the  corrupt  transactions  of  the  United  States 
Banavand  showed  how  tar  its  supporters  were  quali- 
fied to  act  as  judges  against  the  present  pany  in 


Mr.  D.  then  at  some  length  went  into  an  exami- 
nation of  the  banking  system  in  general,  and  the 
exclusive  privileges  and  superior  advantages  which 
such  incorporated  institutions  possessed  over  indi- 
viduals. He  denied  that  the  banking  system  was 
the  offspring  of  the  Democratic  party,  aod  in  proof 
thereof  referred  to  the  vote  taken  at  the  last  session 
on  the  hill  for  re-chartering  the  District  Banks. 
The  record  would  show  that  the  Democratic  parly 
in  the  House  refused  to  grant  a  renewal  of  the 
charters  with  the  usual  privilege*,  unless  those 
banks  would  first  pay  their  debts. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  Dr  intimated 
flat  by  way  of  illustrating  his  arguments  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Whigs,  be  had  taken  (he  liberty  of  call- 
ing upon  his  poei. 

Several  members  desired  that  the  poetry  might 
be  read. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  no,  it  would  not  do;  for  were 
he  to  attempt  to  read  it  there,  he  would  be  called  to 
order.    Besides,  the  poetry  was  to  be  sung. 

A  member  desired  to  know  if  it  would  be  in  order 
to  hare  the  poetry  sung.  If  so,  he  should  desire  it. 
Mr.  DUNCAN  could  not  oblige  the  gentleman; 
but  they  would  see  the  poetry  in  print,  when  his 
remarks  were  published.  But  he  bad  n»  objection 
to  inform  them  that  the  poetry  was  set  to  the  tune 
Realm  Castle. 

Before  concluding,  Mr.  D.  adverted  to  a  letter 
front  Mr.  Kelly,  which  appeared  in  the  National 
latelKgeaeer  some  time  ago,  denying  that  General 
Harrison  had  refosejl  to  give  pledges,  etc.  Mr.  D. 
produced  evidence  from  an  authentic  source, 
showing  that  the  statements  of  said  letter  were  not 
true,  all  which  will  be  given  when  the  speech  shall 
be  published  io  foil. 
"When  Mr. 


DvncAV  had  finished  his  remark?, 
he  read  from  the  Intelligencer  the  following,  as  re- 
ported fern  that  paper: 

.  *Mr.  "W.  C.  JoHjrsoN  submitted  to  the  Chair 
whether  it  was  m  order  for  an  individual  to  charge 
General  Harrison  with  cowardice,  who  had  himself 
beam  branded  as  a  coward  on  this  flooi?' 

"Thi*  paper  was  put  in  his  hand  a  moment  before 
he  couaimeficed  speaking.  He  had  deferred  saying 
any  mdsnr,  on  the  subject  until  he  should  finish 
his  remarks,  expecting  that  some  denial  would 
oe  made,  or  some  correction  Of  the  report 
ordered.  But  that  not  being  done,  he  de- 
nounced its  author  (pointing  to  Mr.  Wm.  Cost 
Jokksov,)  m  bore  for,  a  contemptible  puppy,  a 
wmmndrel,  tmi  an  fei/ameuf  cnomrd.  Now,  sir, 
said  Mr-  D.  I  heard  no  part  of  the  matter  so  re- 
ported, as  applied  to  myself;  and  I  ask  the  chair- 
man, who  was  nearer  \o  Mr.  Johnson,  whether  or 
not  be  beard  the  member  so  express  himself! 

<aTb9  chairman  [Mr.  Campbell]  iesponded  (hat 
he  heard  no  such  remark. 

•Then,  said  Mr.  D.  if  said  at  all  it  must  have 
been  mattered,  and  not  intended  to  be  heard. 

"Mr.  Johjwow  rose  and  said  he  was  correctly 
Aborted-  He  had  made  the  remark,  and  justi- 
icd  it.  He  read  a  part  of  a  speech  which  purport- 
ed to  bmwe  been  delivered  in  support  of  the  resolu- 
tion which  had  been  introduced  to  expel  Mr.  D.  for 
the  amblication  ot  certain  letters,  posting  certain 


members  therein  named.  Mr.  J.  made  some  other 
remarks  in  justification. 

|"  Mr.  Duhcah  said  that  resolution  and 
its  support  was  founded  in  base  cowardice. 
It  was  manufactured,  as  he  was  informed, 
and  had  reason  to  believe,  in  a  caucus 
and  the  object  was  to  relieve  the  members 
posted  in  the  said  letters  from  disgrace,  which  they 
had  not  the  courage  to  relieve  themselves  fiom. 
When  the  resolution  was  introduced,  it  was  inti- 
mated that  the  publication  of  these  letters  was 
postponed  until  after  the  rassage  of  the  law  against 
dueling.  As  soon  as  that  intimation  was  uttered, 
Mr.  D.  said  he  pronounced  the  man  who  im- 
puted such  a  motive  to  him,  a  base  sonndrel 
and  a  liar.  The  member  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  MsnifkbJ  intimated  the  same;  he,  too, 
said  Mr.  D.  1  pointed  out  instantly,  and  pro- 
nounced a  contemptible  scoundrel,  and  told 
him  that  the  duelling  law  only  operated 
over  ten  miles  square;  and  in  ten  or  twelve 
short  days  we  would  be  out  of  these  ten  miles 
square,  and  any  gentleman  who  felt  himself  ag- 
grieved, might  call  on  him:  he  should  be  met, 
and  have  such  redress  as  be  might  have  the 
courage  to  ask.  Mr.  D.  disclaimed  having 
charged  General  Harrison  with  cowardice,  in 
any  remark  he  had  made;  he  had  preseuted  no  fact 
or  statement  but  what  the  political  history  of  the 
country  and  of  the  last  war  warranted  and  sustain- 
ed. Those  who  heard  him,  and  those  who  might 
read  him,  could  draw  their  own  conclusions.  And 
to  conclude,  once  for  all,  said  Mr.  D.  I  repeat  and 
fix  upon  the  member  [Mr.  Johnson]  the  charge  I 
made  upon  him.  He  is  welcome  to  make  the. best 
of  it." 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Kentucky  next  obtained  the  floor, 
and  went  into  an  examination  of  the  estimates  sub- 
mitted by  the  Secretary* of  the  Treasury;  contend- 
ing that,  at  the  clow  of  1841,  there  would  be  a  de- 
ficit of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  it  was  the 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  make  more  ample  provi- 
sion for  the  present  year  than  had  yet  been  pro- 
posed. Mr.  D.  spoke  at  some  length  in  favor  of 
fortifying  the  country,  and  increasing  the  strength 
of  the  navy,  &c.  and  concluded  by  expressing  his 
that  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Barnard  (to  tax  wines, 
silks,  etc.)  was  the  best  means  yet  proposed  for 
raising  the  necessary  revenue  to  carry  on  the 
operations  of  the  Government  for  the  present  year. 

The  com  id  i  tee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  CRABB,  on  leave,  presented  the  preamble 
and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  S:ate  of 
Alabama,  protesting  against  the  revival  of  a  pro- 
tective tariff;  which  were  laid  en  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  C.  ako  asked  leave  to  present  a  memorial 
having  reference  to  claim*  for  military  services.  • 

But  objection  being  made, 

Mr.  C.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Pending  which  motion, 

The  House  adjourned.  , 

IN  SENATE.  / 
Wednesday,  January  27,  1841. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
fifty-two  copies  of  the  official  Army  Register  in 
compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  13th  Decem- 
ber, 1815;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the 
claim  of  the  village  of  Carondelet,  in  Miwouri,  to 
a  tract  of  land;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Noxubee  county,  Mississippi, 
praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of 
land  may  be  extended  to  Christopher  Nations,  a 
settler  on  the  public  land*;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
/  Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
/of  the  citizens  of  Natchez,  Mississippi,  praying  the 
passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  RTJGGLES  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  citizens  of  Maine,  praying  that  the  fish- 


ing bounties  and  allowances  may  not  be  disconti- 
nued; which,  with  former  memorials  on  the  subject, 
was  referred  to  the  Committer  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  Hannah 
Page,  widow  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  erection 
of  a  new  custom-house  at  that  p'ace;  whic^i  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  the  erection  of  a  light  house 
on  Brandy  wine  ShoaU;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  St.  Clair  county,  Michigan,  for  a 
general  bankrupt  law;  whic*  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presentel  the  memorial  of  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly  of  Arkansas  asking  an  appropri- 
ation for  completing  the  military  road  from  Mem- 
phis to  Little  Rock;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented,  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Arkansas;  pray- 
ing an  appropriation  for  completing  the  road  from 
Helena  to  Cache;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  F.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  same 
body,  asking;  a  donation  of  land  to  aid  the  White 
River  Turnpike  Company;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Com  mil  tee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  James 
Alien,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Wiotbrop  and 
others,  directors  of  an  association  called  the  New 
England  Mississippi  Land  Company;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  settlement  and  payment 
of  certain  claims  of  the  State  of  Alabama;  and 

The  bill  directing  sets  of  the  standard  weights 
and  measures  to  be  placed  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment; were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  memorial  of  a  number  of  citizens  of  Prince 
Georges  county,  Maryland,  engaged  in  the  planting 
and  cultivation  of  tobacco,  praying  the  adoption  of 
measure?  by  the  General  Government  for  the  pur- 
pose of  relieving  their  staple  from  the  burdensome 
duties  imposed  in  foreign  countries,  which  was  not 
disposed  of  yesterday,  was  taken  up,  and  Mr. 
MERRICK  replied  at  considerable  length  to  Mr. 
Calhoun *s  remarks  yesterday.  He  was  briefly  re- 
plied to  by  Mr.  CALHOUN,  who  was  followed  in 
the  debate  by  Messrs.  LINN  and  PRESTON; 
when,  without  coming  to  a  conclusion,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order,  the 

PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

Tne  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  public 
lands  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  log-cabin  thereon,  was  taken  up,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Crittkndew  to  re- 
commit the  bill,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill 
for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of-  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  among  the  States. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  said  he  rose  to  make  but  a  very 
few  remarks.  As  usual,  he  felt  indisposed  to  ad- 
dress the  Senate,  whenever  bis  views  were  pre- 
sented by  others;  but  upon  the  present  occasion,  he 
considered  it  hii  duty  to  speak  briefly  for  himself. 
The  .subject  had,  in  its  progress,  assumed  a  magni- 
tude, and  gathered  around  it  an  importance,  rarely 
equalled  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  The  original 
proposition  or  bill,  which  gave  rise  to  this  discus- 
sion, provided,  and  was  simply  intended  to  secure 
to  actual  and  humble  settlers  on  the  public  lands, 
the  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hundred  and  sixty 
'  acres  of  the  public  land,  at  the  Government  price 
of  $1  25  per  acre.  But  the  various  topics  of 
discussion  introduced  here,  had  embraced  almost 
the  entire  range  of  party  measures,  and  party  po- 
litics, known  to  our  country.  For  himself,  he  had 
neither  taste  or  disposition  to  enter  [upon  a  par- 
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tisan  controversy  on  (he  floor  of  the  Senate. 
Ripe  years,  and  an  abiding  sense  of  the  dignity 
of  the  station  which  he  had  the  honor  to  occupy, 
forbade  his  entering  on  a  course  which  might  change 
the  appropriate  sphere  of  the  Senator  into  that  of 
the  mere  partisan.  If  he  felt  himself  prepared  to 
enter  upon  the  discussion  of  all  the  subjects 
brought  into  this  debate,  he  should  certainly  at  this 
time  forbear  from  doing  so.  He  felt  none  of  that 
spirit  of  party  triumph  which  we  have  seen  exhi- 
bited more  than  once  in  this  chamber,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session.  No,  sir, 
(said  Mr:  L.)  taking  the  late  elections  for  a  test,  I 
am  in  the  minority  in  my  own  State,  and  in  the 
Union.  Willi  if  the  people  will  it,  be  it  so.  But 
if  be  was  in  a  majority,  he  would  sound  no  shouts 
of  triumph  here;  hi  would  wear  his  honors  with 
becoming  modesty. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  session, 
an  honorable  Senator  expressed  the  opinion  that  he 
considered  the  Senators  from  nineteen  States  in- 
structed to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  Independent 
Treasury.  I  suppose,  sir,  (said  Mr.  L.)  I  am  one 
of  the  Senators  included  in  this  count,  and  there- 
fore he  would  take  that  occasion  to  state,  that  he 
had  no  special  instructions  whatever.  His  in- 
strucions  were  embraced  in  those  general  obliga- 
tions which  devolve  on  every  Senator.  His  opi- 
nion? remained  unchanged  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Independent  Treasury,  and  avery  other  important 
measure  which  had  agitated  the  country  for  several 
years  past.  And  he  would  add,  that  he  believed  a 
m  ijority  of  the  people  of  Georgia  this  day  concur- 
red with  him  upon  all  these  important  measures. 
Tine,  a  majority  had  not  concurred  with  him  in  se- 
lecting men  for  office.  A  raaj  )rity  of  the  late  Le- 
gislature of  Georgia  wrre  the  supporters  of  General 
Harrison  for  the  Presidency.  Why  did  they  not 
instruct  him  (Mr.  L.)  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Independent  Treasury,  and  for  ihe  establMimeat  of 
a  National  Bank?  Such  resolutions  were  intro- 
duced into  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  but  prudence 
was  considered  the  belter  part  of  valor.  The  Har- 
rison party,  though  in  a  majority,  feared  to  pass 
them.  Therefore,  he  hoped  it  would  hereafter  be 
understood  that  be  was  unencumbered  with  any 
special  instructions  from  his  immediate  constituent 
body,  or  from  the  people  of  Georgia.  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  L.)  I  wily  believe,  this  day  a  large  majority 
of  the  people  of  Georgia  concur  with  me  in  regard 
to  the  public  measures  and  policy  of  the  country — 
while  they  have  differed  with  me  in  the  selection 
of  the  man  to  carry  out  iheso  measures  and  policy. 
The  frbort  t;mo  I  remain  here,  my  course  upon  all 
great  measures  will  remain  unchanged,  and  I  shall 
return  to  my  constituents  wiih  a  full  confidence  that 
I  have  represented  the  wishes  of  a  very  large  ma- 
jority of  i hem. 

Ai  he  had  already  intimated,  he  would  not  de- 
tain the  Senate  by  entering  upon  any  one  of  the 
great  questions  which  have  incidentally  grown  out 
of  the  discussion  of  the  policy  of  the  pre-emption 
bill.  His  views  had  been  presented  by  different  Se- 
nators, wi  h  whom  he  had  voted  upon  these  several 
subjects,  and  consequently  he  should  not  travel  over 
the  same  ground. 

He  would  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  he  had 
always  thought,  and  still  thought,  that  the  best  pos- 
sible disposition  which  could  be  made  of  the  public 
domain  was  for  the  Government  to  sell  it,  at  a  iair 
price,  to  actual  settlers,in  small  quantities— in  quan- 
tities suited  to  the  wants  and  abilities  of  the  settlers. 
He  had  long  sine?  been  disgusted  with  the  auction 
system;  he  had  witnessed  the  operations  of  that 
system.  It  secured  to  capitalists,  moneyed  combi- 
nations, and  speculators,  the  whole  of  the  best 
lands,  to  the  exclusion  of  honest,  humble  industry. 
He  was  pleased  with  the  prospective  character  of 
this  pre-emption  bill.  It  was  a  call  to  the  poor  and 
needy,  but  industrious  and  enterprising,  from  every 
part  of  the  country,  to  go  forward,  cultivate,  work, 
multiply,  and  replenish  the  earth. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  L  )  I  would  not  only  open  the  door 
to  male  cit  zens  of  the  United  States  over  twenty-  - 
one,  years  of  age,  but  to  male  and  female  over  and 
tinder  twenty-one  years  of  age;  and  neither  would 
he  require  that  they  should  be  naturalized  citizens. 
Actual  bona  fide  settlement  and  improvement  is  all 


that  he  would  require,  in  addition  to  the  prompt 
payment  of  the  Government  price  (or  a  small  piece 
of  land.  This  policy  would  benefit  the  Govern- 
ment,  as  well  as  administer  to  the  wan's  of  humani- 
ty. It  provides  for  the  poor  and  the  needy,  who 
are  willing  to  work  and  cultivate  the  soil,  whether 
male  or  lemale,  naturalized  citizen  or  foreigner. 
He  had  no  apprehensions  of  evil  consequences  from 
the  hatband  man.  No,  sir,  (said  Mr.  L)  this  fer- 
tile, this  highly  favored  land,  has  no  evil  to  appre- 
hend from  the  tiller  of  the  soil.  Agricultural  pur- 
suits, properly  conducted,  never  fail  to  make  the 
best  of  citizens.  His  only  hope  for  the  permanent 
prosperity  of  this  country  was  based  upon  the  virtue, 
intelligence,  and  industry  of  our  agricultural  popu- 
lation. m  % 

Mr.  ANDERSON  briefly  replied  to  some  of  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Mangum  yesterday. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  then  took  the  floor,  and  spoke 
until  nearly  4  o'clock  in  opposition  to  the  distribu- 
tion policy;  when,  wihout  concluding,  be  yielded 
to  a  motion  for  adjournment. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRE3ENTATIVES, 
WEDMEiDAT,  January  27,  1841. 
The  SPEAKER  stated  the  first  business  in  order 
to  be  the  mo: ion  made  by  Mr.  CRABB  on  yester- 
day to  suspend  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  present 
a  memorial;  pending  which  motion  the  House  had 
adjourned. 

The  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  af- 
fitmative;  and 

Mr.  CRABB  presented  the  memorial  and  reso- 
lutions of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  claiming  reimbursement  for  certain  large 
advances  made  by  her  in  carrying  on  the  late  war 
with  the  Creek  Indians  in  Alabama;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  EASTMAN,  on  leave,  presented  additional 
evidence  in  the  case  of  Mark  Burnham ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  W.  JONES,  tke  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
State  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Casey  in  the  chair)  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  issue  of 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

Mr.  POPE  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  said  his 
real  object  in  obtaining  the  floor,  was  to  advise  his 
Whig  friends  not  to  make  any  further  delay  in  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  It  had  been  conceded  by  all 
that  me  bill  ought  to  pass,  and  be  therefore  saw  no 
necessity  for  discussing  subjects  which  had  been 
debated  on  every  stump  for  the  las;  four  yeara. 
Mr.  P.  observed  that  they  had  a  great  deal  of  pri- 
vate and  other  business  to  act  upon  at  the  present 
session,  and  he  therefore  suggested  whether  it  would 
not,  for  the  present,  be  best  to  have  a  cessation  of 
hostilities  on  party  questions,  and  take  the  question 
at  once  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Several  members  here  said,  'agreed,"  "agreed." 

But  Mr.  WISR  and  other  Opposition  members 
intimating  that  they  would  claim  their  right  to  ad- 
dress the  commitue, 

Mr.  POPE  said  as  that  was  the  case,  and  his 
Whig  friends  persisted  in  continuing  the  debate,  he 
had  no  alternative  but  to  proceed. 

Mr.  P.  then  look  a  review  of  the  means  reported 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  meeting  the 
demands  against  the  Government  for  the  present 
year,  and  contended  that  the  calculations  had  been 
made  wihout  sufficient  data.  He  then  gave,  in 
detail,  his  views  as  to  the  real  amount  that  was  to 
be  expected  from  the  customs,  the  public  lands,  and 
other  sou  ices  referred  to  by  the  Secretary  in  his  re- 
port. 

In  speaking  of  the  tariff  question,  Mr.  P.  gave  it 
as  bis  opinion  that  before  long  the  States  of  the  South 
themselves  wou  d  be  in  favor  of  a  protective  tariff 
on  tobacco  and- other  articles  raised  in  the  South* 
He  referred  to  a  memorial,  now  on  their  tables, 
from  the  Tobacco  Convention,  asking  for  the  pro- 
tection of  that  interest,  and  in  which  conventicn 
were  men  from  Maryland,  Virginia,  Tennessee, 
and  Kentucky. 

Mr.  P.  was  opposed  to  the  reduction  of  any  o 
the  expenditures  for  the  navy  or  other  public  works 


He  reviewed  the  growing  power  of  England,  her 
daring  ambition,  the  increase  of  hex  navy  by  steam 
ships,  etc.  and  contended  that  our  only  means  of  . 
securing  ourselves  was  to  make  liberal  appropria- 
tions for  the  erection  of  sseam  batteries,  and  the 
increase  of  our  naval  power.  In  his  opinion,  the 
r nly  effectual  way  in  which  we  could  speak  to 
England,  would  be  through  our  guns. 

As  for  British  gold,  and  British  influence,  the  ; 
only  way  to  counteract  that  was  to  arm  ourselves 
with  a  sound  currency. 

Mr.  P.  then  at  some  length  urged  that  the  only 
mode  of  obtaining  a  sound  currency  was  the  re-    • 
establishment  of  a  National  Bank. 

He  then  went  on  to  tell  bow  the  coming  Admi- 
nistration would  put  all  those  matters  to  rights,  and 
how  the  currency,  under  their  guidance,  would  be 
firm,  stable,  and  not  liable  to  depreciation. 

He  also  gave  his  views  in  relation  to  log  cabins 
and  log  cabin  policy,  as  connected  with  the  distri- 
bution of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  landp.  He 
contended  that  an/  policy  which  screwed  the  mo- 
ney out  of  the  pockets  of  the  laboring  man,  was  a 
bad  policy.  He  desired  that  the  road  to  a  bone 
in  the  Western  wilderness  might  be  still  kept  open 
for  the  poor.  He  maintained  that  a  great  parti©* 
of  the  Western  lands  was  scarcely  worth  any 
thing,  and  the  gentlemen  who  imagined  they  were 
giving  away  the  public  lands  by  selling  them  at  a 
dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre,  were  much  mistaken. 
The  fact  was,  that  in  many  cases  the  land  was  not 
worth  that  price.  He  therefore  objected  against 
any  system  which  would  increase  the  price. 

He  took  the  ground  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment ought  not  to  look  upon  the  Western  lands 
as  a  source  of  revenue,  and  it  was  in  this  view 
that  he  was  in  favor  of  a  distribution. 

After  speaking  for  two  hours,  Mr.  P.  said  be 
was  exhausted,  and  would  now  give  way  to  bis 
friend,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wis*,] 
who  ought  not  to  com  pis  in  of  his  having  occupied 
so  much  time;  for  he,  (Mr.  P.)  had  once  sat  and 
listened  patiently  to  a  four  hours1  speech  of  the 
gentleman,  when  scarcely  any  body  else  remained 
in  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE  then  took  the  floor,  bat  gave 
way  to 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON,  who  desired  to 
make  a  statement  in  relation  to  certain  remarks  of 
Mr.  Duncan  in  the  Globe  of  last  evening.  (Bar. 
DoNCiNat  this  time  was  not  in  his  seat.) 

Mr.  J.  then  read  the  following  extract  from  House 
report  of  yesterday: 

"£ut  that  not  being  done,  he  denounced  its  au- 
thor (pointing  to  Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnsos?)  a 
base  liar,  a  contemptible  puppy,  a  scoundrel  and 
an  infamous  coward." 

Now  he  Mr.  J.  wished  to  say  that  this  language 
imputed  by  the  Globe  to  the  member  from  Onto 
was  not  used  by  him,  as  every  gentleman  in  toe 
House  could  testify.  The  statement  was  entirely 
false.  After  some  farther  remarks  in  relation  to 
the  principles  which  influenced  his  own  conduct, 
Mr.  J.  concluded  by  repeatiog  that  the  language 
put  in  the  Globe  was  not  ared  by  the  gentfcenumn 
from  Ohio,  and  there  was  no  gentleman  of  any 
party  in  the  House  who  would  rise  and  say  that  it 
was  ured. 

[The  Reporter,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  himseUf, 
states  that  he  is  in  no  way  responsible  for  that  por- 
tian  of  the  report  disclaimed  by  Mr.  Jojinsoh.] 

Mr.  WISE  regretted  that,  on  this  occasion,  be 
felt  compelled  to  take  the  floor,  being  physically 
unfit  ta  talk  for  two  or  three  hours  on  the  bill  under 
consideration.  If  his  friends  had  chosen  to  vote  in 
s.lence,  without  condemning  the  vote  which  net  *§ 
tended  to  give,  he  would  gladly  have  said  nothing. 
He  would,  too,  much  rather  have  preferred,  befbse 
the  debate  arose  on  this  question,  that  his  friends 
should  have  met  together  as  brothers,  and  recon- 
ciled their  differences;  and  regretted  exceedingly  to 
differ  from  any  one  of  them.  They  had  advanced 
opinions  not  only  for  themselves,  but  for  their  pmrtgi 
and  had  taken  upon  themselves  to  advance  op—* — * 
on  this  question  from  which  he  was  obliged  to  c 
Whether  they  would  be  the  opinions  of  the  c 
Administration,  remained  to  be  seen.  Bui  he  : 
fled  gentlemen  that,  as  far  as  his  voice  was  heard— 
in  the  House,  in  the  forum,  on  the  floor  of  Con- 
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C*tfin%ted  from  M.  8. 
great  wherever  he  bad  any  influence —he  d  s- 
.dajaed  speaking  for  the  coming  Administration. 
If  tome  of  his  friends  had  differed  from  him,  they 
arast  aot  complain  if  he  should  express  opinions 
different  from  theirs — especially  mast  they  not 
i  when  no  two  of  them  had  agreed  with 
other;  for,  if  what  they  said  was  true,  we 
should  indeed  ?aould  ha7e  a  motley  policy. 

Mr.  W.  said>  from  the  signs  of  the  Limes  now 
before  him,  he  intended  te  vote  for  the  bill  under 
eoatiderarioB,  to  which  he  intended  to  offer  an 
amendment.  He  had  heretofore  voted  against  the 
issae  of  Treasury  notes;  becanse  it  was  tco  easy  a 
■fill  for  raiding  funds  to  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment, and  because  it  was  difficult  to  convince  the 
people  that  it  was  a  public  debt  He  conceded  the 
constitutional  power,  bnt  thonght  it  ought  to  be 
and  only  m  cases  of  great  emergency.  To  be 
an  lid  and  plain,  he  wonld  vote  for  the  bill  for 
the  reason?,  first,  as  a  frieod  of  the  coming  Admi- 
nistration, to  provide  it  with  the  means  to  carry  on 
the  Government  after  the  4th  of  March;  secondly, 
because  it  was  the  best  means  to  prevent  a  called 
staakm  of  Congress;  thirdly,  to  prevent,  dnrirg  the 
year  1841,  the  premature  revision  of  the  compro- 
mise act,  or  tariff;  and  at  the  same  time  prevent 
the  seizure  of  the .  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
he  lands  for  distribution. 

Bar.  W.  noticed  a  letter,  published  recently  in 
the  Richmond  Enquirer,  under  date  of  Washing, 
ton,  January  14,  1941,  in  which  it  was  intimated 
that  Mr.  Wins  was  disaffected  towards  the  coming 
Administration,  which  assertion  Mr.  W.  pro- 
nounced an  infamous  slander,whether  coming  from 
friend  or  foe. 

After  speaking  of  the  various  parties  wh:ch  had 
wailed  to  defeat  the  present  Administration,  Mr. 
W.  avowed  himself  a  plain  Republican  of  the 
Madison  school,  and  warned  his  fii-nds  in  the 
House  that  he  would  gi  with  ihem  as  far  as  he 
could,  out  told  them  to  mark  that  he  should  contend 
for  Republican  tenets  and  Republican  policy.  One 
of  the  Republican  tenets  which  he  wonld  exact 
was,  General  Hatm*m  th*U  no*  be  ruled  by  a  party; 
if  he  should,  the  country  would  be  misruled;  for 
the  election  of  General  Harrison  was  not  a  party 
triumph,  but  a  glorious  national  triumph,  and 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  President  elect  to  be  the 
President  of  the  nation  and  not  of  a  party,  Ac. 

Mr.  W.  was  understood  to  contend  for  an  issue 
of  five  Billions  of  Treasury  notes  after  the  3 1st  of 
March;  in  short,  that  the  coming  Adminis  ration 
aught  enjoy  the  same  benefit  under  the  bill  now  be- 
fore the  committee  as  the  present  Administration 
poauaifd  under  the  act  of  1840. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  said  he  wonld  take  the 
oecasien  to  state  that  it  was  not  expected  by  the 
Jhtrerary  of  the  Treasury  that  more  than  one  mil  - 
km  of  dollars  would  be  used  before  the  4th  of 
March;  the  greater  proportion  of  which  would  be 
required  to  pay  pensions  which  will  fall  due  after 
me  3d  of  March.  It  will  not,  therefore,  be  re* 
quired  to  meet  liabilities  falling  upon  tbis  Admi- 
nistration, but  upon  that  which  is  to  succeed  it;  so 
ifcmt  General  Harrison'*  administration  will  have 
dm  fail  benefit  of  five  millions  of  dollars  for  one 
after  the  31  of  March.  A  similar  bill  was 
necessary  for  the  present  admin istratiea 
rlike  circumstances  at  the  commencement  of 
last  year;  and  Mr.  J.  considered  it  just  and 
now  to  make  a  similar  provisioo. 
WI8C,  without  c  ncladiog  bis  remarks 
way.  for  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise 


>  eommUtee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
i  leave  to  sit  again. 
Mr*  EASTMAN  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
v,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  it  might  be  in  or- 
*,  ask  leave  \p  introduce  a  bill  to  extend  for  five 
the  act  entitled  an  act  granting  half-pay  and 
pensions  to  certain  widows,  approved  July  7,  183d. 
Mr.  BOARDMAN*  on  leave,  introduced  the  fol- 
v  wing  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 


Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  Housevan  abstract  of  the  re- 
turns of  the  marshal  of  the  District  of  Connecticut, 
showing  ih  -  number  of  slaves  within  the  said  district 
a  by  the  census  of  1840.  And  to  ascertain  and 
report  to  this  House  whether  the  captives  taken 
from  the  schooner  Amistad  were  included  in  the 
number  of  slaw?. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 

Thursday,  January  98,  1841. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting 
the  twelfth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Inspec- 
tors of  the  Penitentiary  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Diitrict  of  C  lombia. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  his  State,  instructing  their 
8enatort  and  Representatives  "to  procure,  ii  pos- 
sible, by  their  exertions,  at  as  early  a  day  as  may 
be  in  their  power,  a  repeal  of  a  bill  passed  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  known  as  the  Independent 
Treasury  bill;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  a  report  and 
resolutions  of  the  General  A  tvembly  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  in  relation  to  the  controversy  between 
the  Stales  of  Georgia  and  Maine,  growing  out  of 
the  refusal  of  the  latter  Slate  io  deliver  curiam  fu- 
gitives from  justice  who  fled  from  punishment  for 
offences  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Geor- 
gia; wheh  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALL. MADGE  presented  three  memorials 
4f  citizens  of  New  York,  severally  praying  the 
vpasvage  of  a  bankrupt  law;  wh  ch  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  T.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Phi- 
lanthropic Law  Rrf<  rm  Association  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  praying  the  parage  of  a  bankrupt  law; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  T.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  remon- 
strating against  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  2, 
1837,  concerning  pilots;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  T.  also  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  merchants  and  other  citizens  of  New  York, 
praying  the  substitution  of  tea  and  coffee  for  the 
spirit  now  allowed  to  the  seamen  in  the  navy  ra- 
tion; which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  memorial  of  Mary 
W.  Thompson,  widow  of  Colonel  Thompson,  late 
of  th«  United  Sta'e*  army;  wTrch  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  Ohio,  praying  the  passage  of  a 
bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  the  petitkn  of  John 
Brooks;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Michigan,  praying  the  passsge  of  a  bank- 
rupt law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Western  Michigan,  praying  an  appropriation  to 
complete  the  harbor  of  St.  Josephs;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce* 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  petition 
of  E.  W.  and  H.  Smith,  no  v,  now  on  file,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  the  memorial  of  Wm. 
A.  Slacum,  now  on  fi'e,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  se- 
cure to  the  authors  of  dramatic  works  their  in- 
terest therein;  which  he  asked  might  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  he  had  formerly 
introduced  a  bill  on  the  subject  of  copy-right, 
which  he  would  have  again  presented  but  from  the 
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apprehension  there  was  little  prospect  of  its  pas- 
sage at  the  present  session.  He  would  give  notice, 
however,  that  if  he  was  a  a: ember  of  the  body  at 
the  next  session,  he  would  take  an  early  opportu- 
nity of  pressing  the  matter  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  tb«n  referred. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  pro* 
priety  of  granting  a  pension  to  Daniel  Peck  for 
disabilities  incurred  during  the  last  war,  while  in 
the  line  of  his  duty. 

Mr.  H.  preen  ted  papers  in  relation  to  the  above; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  PIERCE  submitted  a  resolution  instructing 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  R»ada 
to  it  quire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
postage  on  letters  and  newspapers — ihe  propriety  of 
which  he  illustrated  and  enforced  at  considerable 
length.    The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRESTON  submitted  lh-  following  resolu- 
lutinn;  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode 
of  examining  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  of  notifying  the  per- 
sons elected  of  their  election. 

PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

Tne  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log-cabin  thereon,  was  taken  up ,  the 
question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Crittkndem 
to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions  to  report  a 
bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  among  the  States. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  resumed  and  concludfd  his  re- 
marks in  oppos  lion  to  the  distribution  policy. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  took  the  floor  at  3 
o'clock,  and,  without  c  ncluding,  a',  half  past  3, 
gave  way  to  a  motion  for  adjournment. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Thursday,  January  28, 1841. 

Mr.  HOLMES  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolution, 
that  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  as  proposes  the  rebuilding  of  the  arsenal 
at  Charleston,  Soath  Carolina,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr  HOLMES  moved  to  suspend  the  rules;  but 
the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications,  viz: 

I.  A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  trans- 
mitting a  report  of  all  fines  imposed,  and  deduc- 
tions made  from  ihe  pay  of  contractors  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1840. 

II.  A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  trans- 
mitting, in  obed  ence  to  a  resolutution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  passed  at  the  last  session,  a  list 
of  the  new  post  rou'es  named  in  the  petitions  and 
resolutions  presented  at  tha  la*  sess'on  of  Con- 
gress, with  the  estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of 
putting  each  of  them  in  operation. 

III.  A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  trans- 
mitting a  li*t  of  the  new  post  routes  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  with  an  estimate'  of  the  expense  of 
putting  them  in  operation,  which  was  omitted  in 
the  above  list. 

IV.  A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  trans- 
milling,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  a  list  of  all  the  post  roads  in 
the  United  Slates  in  operation  on  the  30th  June, 
1840,  showing  the  kind  of  service  on  each,  the  re- 
ceipts of  each  office  for  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1840,  and  the  annual  cost  of  transportation  thereon, 
respectively.  Also,  diagrams  delineating  said  routes, 
and  distinguishing  them  by  their  different  grades  of 
service;  which  list  comprises  the  States  of  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
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Island,  Connecticut,  Mew  York,  s  New  Jersey, 
Eeansylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland. 
' '  Which  communications  were  stverally  referred 
to  A  Ctfanuttee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
•  W  Aflutter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit, 
ting,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  1st  of 
February,  1640,  350  copies  of  the  Official  Army 
Register  for  1841;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 
PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  then 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  appropriately  re* 
fared,  viz: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  G.  Skinner,  of 
Alabama. 

An  act  to  provide  for  taking  evidence  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  in  the  Territories  of  the 
.United  States,  in  certain  cases. 

An  act  for  the  relief  ot  the  executor  of  Thomas 
Cooper,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  (he  legal  represent- 
atives of  Aaron  Vail,  deceased,  lata  consul  at 
L'Orient. 

An  act  to  confirm  claims  to  lands  in  the  district 
between  the  Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Morgan,  of  Loui- 
siana. 

An  act  forMie  relief  of  Charles  Morgan. 

An  act  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  Lcnisi- 


On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  W.  JONES  of  Virginia, 
the  Hou»e  (hen  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Caset 
in  the  chair.)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  issne  of  five  millions  of 
TREASURY  NOTES. 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Bauhabd  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clanse  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  WISE  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  was  about 
o  resume  his  remarks  from  yeserday,  when  ne 
gave  way  to 

Mr.  DUNCAft,  who  said  that  in  the  Globe  of 
yesterday  morning,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  was 
the  following  report: 

"  When  Mr.  Duncan  had  finished  his  remarks, 
he  read  from  the  Intelligencer  the  following,  as're- 
ported  in  that  paper: 

••  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  submitted  to  the  Chair 
whether  it  was  in  order  for  an  individual  to  charge 
General  Harrison  with  cowardice,  who  had  himself 
been  branded  as  a  coward  on  this  floor? 

"This  paper  was  put  in  his  hand  a  moment  before 
he  commenced  speaking.  He  had  deferred  saying 
any  thing  on  the  subject  until  he  should  finish  his 
remarks,  excepting  that  some  denial  would  *e 
made,  or  some  correction  of  the  report  ordered. 
But  that  not  being  done,  he  denounced  its  author 
(pointing  to  Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,)  a  base  liar, 
a  contemptible  puppy,  a  soundrel,  and  an  infamous 
coward." 

After  reading  the  above,  Mr.  DUNCAN  pro- 
ceeded to  say  that  in  the  Intelligencer  of  mis  morn- 
ing be  was  astonished  to  see  a  positive  denial  that 
he  had  ured  the  offensive  language  in  question  to  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Johnson]  Mr.  D. 
then  stated  that  he  did  use  every  woid  of  the  language. 
There  was,  however,  one  word  in  it  which  be  was 
not  quite  certain  he  used,  viz:  the  word  "poppy." 
He  was  not  quite  certain  that  he  used  that  word, 
bat  a  member  now  near  him  was  confident  that  the 
word  was  used  in  connection  wi>h  the  others.  But 
he,  Mr.  D.  did  use  the  words;  it  was  a  correct  re-, 
port  and  he  could  prove  it. 

Mr.  D.  was  not  disposed  now  to  make  a  new 
issue  out  of  the  matter,  bnt  when  it  came  to  scan- 
ning the  character  of  gentlemen  here,  he  might 
present  some/nets  which  should  set  them  fair  before 
the  public. 

Mr.  D.  continued,  that  he  merely  ro?e  to  assert 
that  the  language  denied  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  wet  used,  and  he  now  reiterated  it;  yes, 
every  word  of  it  he  reiterated. 

Mr.  D.  then  disclaimed  any  knowledge  of  the 
technicalities  of  the  duello,  but  trusted  that  when* 
ever  occasion  should  call,  he  would  not  be  deficient 
in  courage  to  meet  the  man  who  gave  him  cause. 
.  Mr.  D.  repeated  that  he  used  every  word  of  the 
language  attributed  to  him  in  the  report  of  the 
01obe,  and  that  he  should  publish  it  and  put  bis  name 


to  it,  as  having  been  used,  and  reiter&ted.  He 
would  take  this  opportunity  of  saying  thst  he  would 
trouble  the  committee  no  more  with  this  matter,  as 
he  had  said  all  he  intended  to  say.  If  he  should 
have  occasion  to  take  any  further  notice  of  the 
matter,  it  should  be  'done  out  of  the  House,  when  .he 
would  address  the  public  through  the  columns  of 
the  newspapers.  He  would  be  heard  there  and  read 
by  the  people. 

Mr.  D.  said  that  he  would  further  remark,  that 
the  duelling  law  of  this  District  had  as  little  terror 
for  him.  as  it  appeared  to  have  to  other?.  The 
member  from  Maryland  might  rest  assured  that  he 
would  have  nothing  to  fear  from  him  (Mr.  D  )  in 
relaion  to  that  law. 

After  an  ineffectual  attempt  ly  Mr.  STANLY 
to  obtain  the  floor, 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  sent  to  the  Clerk'.*  table 
a  letter,  which  the  Reporter  to  this  paper  had  ad- 
dressed to  him,  stating  that  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
DoNCAN.were  revited  by  that  gentleman  previous 
to  their  going  to  press.  [The  unmerited  censure 
cast  upon  the  Reporter  by  several  members,  in- 
duced him  to  take  that  step.] 

The  letter  having  been  read, 

Mr.  JOHNSON  proceeded  to  make  some  brief 
retaliatory  remarks,  in  which  he  contended  that 
Mr.  Duncan  had  not  relieved  himself  from  the 
charge, 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  that  the  remarks  in  the 
Gl«  be  were  precisely  what  he  said. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  never  again  yield  the 
floor  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  gentlemen  to  in- 
dulge in  personalities,  and  al laded  to  the  passage  of 
a  certain  law  of  Congress,  and  the  predictions  he 
then  made  in  regard  to  it— the  frnits  of  which  the 
House  were  j  daily  witnessing.  He  again  referred 
to  the  let  er  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  speaking 
of  his  opposition  to  W.  C.  Rives.  Although 
Mr.  W's  personal  feelings  in  this  matter  re- 
mained unchanged,  he  was,  nevertheless,  glad  that 
Mr.  R.  was  sent  back  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  hoped  he  would  pursue  the  Republican 
tack  of  his  great  patron,  Mr.  Jefferson. 

Mr-  W.  recapitulated  his  reasons  why  he  would 
\  vote  for  ihe  Treasury  note  bill;  one  of  which  was 
that  it  would  banish  all  excuses  for  a  called  session. 
If  one  should  be  called,  nothing  would  be  don*; 
the  country  would  be  dissatisfied,  and  the  Admini- 
stration blamed.  This  was  the  case  in  1837, 
when  two  months  were  consumed  in  debate,  and 
nothing  was  done;  and  if  an  extra  session  were  to 
be  called  in  1841,  the  country  would  be  left  where 
it  was,  except  subjected  to  some  additional  expense 
of  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

After  nrging  farther  objections  against  an  extra 
session,  Mr.  W.  said  he  hoped  the  majority  in  the 
House  would  leave  the  Whigs  the  means  to  carry  on 
the  Government  until  December  next,  and  let  them 
go  home  and  consult  with  their  constituents  on  the 
very  important  measures  which  he  feared  would  be 
prematurely  brought  forward  at  a  called  session; 
wait  the  development  of  events;  wait  to  see  the 
importations  of  the  country,  and  not  anticipate 
them;  go  home  and  feel  the  pulse  of  the  people  on 
the  subject  of  a  bank,  the  public  lands,  etc. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  was  called  on  to  do  that  which 
he  never  expected  to  do  on  God's  earth,  and  gen- 
tlemen must  not  smile  when  he  bad  to  praise  a  re- 
port of  Levi  Woodbury  I  At  all  events  it  was  an 
able  paper ;  from  the  Nazarene,  from  whom  he 
never  expected  any  good.  Every  gentleman,  of 
all  sides,  did  justice  to  the  report,  made  in  compliance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  Sentte  of  the  16th  inst. 
calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  com- 
municate to  the  Senate  the  plan  of  a  permanent 
change  in  the  tariff,  and  its  details  and  general 
principles.  Mr.  W.  remarked  that  gentlemen  would 
find'  his  sentiments  precisely  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary,  for  which  he  humbly  and  respectfully 
thanked  him. 

Mr.  W.  spoke  at  some  length  in  regard  to  the 
compromise  act  and  other  subjects  connected  with 
the  revenue;  but,  without  concluding,  gave  way  far 
a  motion  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  committee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  PROFF1T  moved  that  the  House  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 


take  np  the  bill  confirming  to  the  State  of  Indiana 
a  grant  of  land  on  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal*  , 

Objection  being  made. 

Mr.  PROFPIT  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rotes 
but  no  quorum  voted,  and 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Mr.  Blair  will  please  publish  the  annexed  note 
of  Mr.  Hunt,  (your  Reporter,)  which  I  herewith; 
enclose  you.  I  send  it  as  an  offset  to  the  note  upon 
which  Mr.  Johnson  relied  to  prove  that  I  did  not 
denounce  him  as  reported  in  last  Wednesday's  Globe. 
The  enclosed  note  will  show  what  Mr.  Hunt  remem- 
bers of  the  language  used  towards  Mr.  Johnson. 
Mr.  Hunt  was  right  in  disclaiming  responsibility. 
I  revised  his  notes  as  reported,  and  inserted  wkat 
he  neglected  or  forgot  to  insert.  I  made  the  report 
correspond  with  what  I  said. 

A.  DUNCAN. 

House  OF  RxPaXSSHTATIVXS, 

January  29, 1841. 

Sia:  Having,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  myself,  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  the  Hon.  W.  C.  Johnson,  atas- 
iog  tbat  certain  reported  proceedings  in  th* 
'Globe"  were  revised  by  you,  at  your  request, 
I  now  state  the  language  I  understood  yon  to  use 
to  that  gentleman,  and  which  would  have  appeared 
in  the  report  had  it  not  been  revised. 

In  the  first  place  jou  read  from  the  National 
Intelligencer  the  following: 

(  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  submitted  to  the  Chair 
whetrfer  it  was  in  order  for  an  individual  to  charge 
General  Harrison  with  cowardice,  who  had  himself 
been  branded  ai  a  coward  on  this  floor." 

After  expressing  your  astonishment  at  the  above, 
and  stating  that  you  heard  no  such  remarks,  yon 
turned  towards  Mr.  Johnson,  and  said,  in  substance, 
tbat  "if  the  language  mat  used,  you  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  denouncing  the  man  who  uttered  it  as  guilty 
of  a  base  falsehood,  and  an  infamous  liar." 

I  did  not  hear  the  terms  "contemptible  puppy," 
"scoundrel,"  and  "infamous  coward,"  as  applied 
to  Mr.  Johnson,  but  undersu  od  them  as  having  re- 
ference to  what  you  stated  had  taken  place  between 
yourself  and  Mr.  Menefee,  on  a  former  occasion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  HUNT,  Reporter  to  the  Globe. 
Hon.  Alexander  Dunca*. 


IN  SENATE, 
FaiDAT,  January  29, 1841. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Indiana  in  favor  of  holding  the  Presiden- 
tial elecion  on  the  same  day  throughout  the  Union; 
which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A  NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  WHITE  also  presented  resolutions  of  the 
same  body  in  favor  of  the  creation  of  a  National 
Bank  Mr.  W.  ga7ehis  views  on  the  subject  at 
considerable  length,  expressing  himself  strongly  in 
favor  of  the  measure  recommended,  and  his  confi- 
dence that  the  Administration. about  coming  into 
power  would  do  its  duty  in  regard  to  it.  The  reso- 
lutions were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Michigan  in  favor  of  a  general  bankrupt  law; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  petition  of  ci- 
tizens of  Utica,  N.  Y.  for  the  passage  of  a  bank- 
rupt law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  B.  W.  and 
H.  Smith;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  se- 
cond reading. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no* 
tice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
directing  a  survey  to  ascertain  the  practicability 
and  expense  of  constructing  a  passage  from  Albe- 
marle Sound  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean;  which,  after 
some  remarks  from  Mr.  G.  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  bill  for  Ihe 
relief  of  Greene  and  Emerson  was  taken  np  and 
considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and,  af- 
ter being  explained  by  Mr.  H,  was  ordered  to  ie 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  the  bill  increasing  the 
pay  of  certain  officers  of  revenue  cutters  while 
nerving  in  the  navy  ofihe  United  States,  was  taken 
up,  and,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  K.  and  Mr. 
LINN,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
leading. 

PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption, system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  public 
lands  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  log  cabin  (hereon,  was  taken  up,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cbjtten  dkn  to  re- 
commit the  bill  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  amo»g  the  Slates. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  having  concluded  his 
remarks, 

Mr.  TAPPAN  rcse  and  addressed  the  Senate  as 
follows: 

Mr.  President:  Before  I  proceed  to  remark  npon 
the  extraordinary  attack  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  upon  my  colleague  and  myself,  I  wish  to 
ask  that  Senator  who  it  is  that  he  charges  with 
"having  mafe  a  proposition  to  reduce  wages." 

Mr,  CLAY  said  he  did  not  mean  to  be  under- 
stood as  saying  that  any  one  had  made  such  a  pro* 
pe$Hun. 

Mr.  TAPPAN.  Such  is  the  language  you  used, 
sir. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  did  not  intend  to  charge  any  one 
with  more  than  sustaining  in  argument  a  policy, 
the  inevitable  tendency  of  which  would  be  to  re- 
dace  wages;  and  this  was  done  by  many  gentlemen 
whom  I  do  not  think  I  am  called  upon  to  name.  I 
do  not  recollect  using  the  word  proposition. 

Mr.  TAPPAN.  I  am  satisfied,  sir,  with  this 
ripanatton;  the  Senator^  construction  of  argu- 
ments made  by  others  does  not  affect  me.  The 
Senator  from  Kentucky  on  yesterday  charged  my 
Colleague  and  myself  with  voting  for  a  proposition, 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  give  away  160,000,- 
600  of  acres  of  land,  justly  belonging  to  Ohio,  for 
800,000  acres,  and  ordered  us  to  go  home  and  ac- 
count to  our  constituents  for  this  gross  sacrifice  of 
the  interests  of  Ohio.  This  charge  of  the  Senator 
Is  not  founded  in  truth,  as  I  shall  show;  but  1ft  me 
not  be  misunderstood.  I  do  not  say  that  the  Sena- 
tor has  intentionally  stated  a  falsehood  en  this 
floor;  he  would  not  do  thi«,  and  yet  it  is  strange 
that  he,  or  any  other  less  experienced  legisla- 
tor, should  so  misconceive  our  vote  on  that 
occasion  as  he  seems  to  have  done.  The  case 
was  this:  the  Senator's  colleague  [Mr.CaiTTEHDSN] 
had  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clau?e  and  to  insert 
what  has  gained  the  name  of  "Mr.  Clay's  land 
bill,"  upon  which  the  Sena'or  from  Sooth  Carolina 
nearest  to  me  [Mr.  Calhouh]  moved  to  amend  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  by  substi- 
tuting his  [Mr.  CalhouVs]  bill  for  disposing  of  the 
public  lands  to  the  States,  so  that  if  the  motion  to 
recommit  should  prevail,  the  plan  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  should  be  reported  back  to  us 
instead  of  the  Kentucky  Senator's  bill.  Now,  who 
does  not  seeJhat  the  question  here,  was  not  whether 
we  should  agree  to  adopt  either  of  those  projects; 
but  it  was  a  mere  question  of  preferecce, 
and  surely  an  opinion  may  be  given  in  good 
faiib,  that  of  two  plans,  one  is  better  than 
another  without  any  intention  of  adopting  either. 
&uch»was  this  case;  of  the  two  plans,  I  preferred  the 
one  offered  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
and  so  voted,  not  with  a  view  of  expressing  any  ap- 
probation of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  but  to  defeat  the  motion  to  refer 
with  instructions  made  by  tb*  Senator  from  Ken- 
tacky  on  my  right.  These  are  the  views  in  which 
my  colleague  and  myself  concur,  as  was  expressed 
by  hint  on  yesterday,  in  his  reply  to  the  remark  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay;]  and  I 
think  if  the  question  should  ever  again  come  up 
wiulel  have  the  honor  of  a  seal  here,  I  shall  conti- 
nue to  give  the  Fame  preference,  notwithstanding 
the  denunciation  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  I 
give  no  opinion  upon  the  abstract  merits  of  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  be- 
cause it  is  not  and  has  not  been  before  us  on  the  final 
question  of  adopting  .it;  but  I  will  say  that  I  am  not 
ncliued  to  make  important  chaiges  in  our  land 


system;  that  system  has  heretofore  worked  well, 
and  I  see  no  necessity  for  a  radical  change  of  it, 
Sjr,  the  Senator  charges  us  upon  this  side  with 
"opposing  in  advance  the  measures  of  the  next  Ad- 
ministration"— with  making  war  upon  it;  and  he 
quotes  Shakspeare,  "Come  on  McDuff,"  as  though 
we  were  actually  in  battle  array  against  him.  We 
have  opposed  the  Senator's  unconstitutional  project 
for  distributing  amongst  the  several  States  the  reve- 
nue arising  from  the  public  lands,  and  Senators  up- 
on this  side  have  given  as  their  opinion,  and 
have  demonstrated,  that  a  special  session  of 
Congress  will  not  be  necessary.  We  have  been 
told  by  Senators  on  the  opposite  side  that  these 
things,  with  some  others,  would  be  supported  by 
the  next  Administration.  We  have  seen  and 
heard  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  when  he  has  as- 
sured us  that  his  land  bill  (as  be  calls  it)  "would 
pass"  when  that  gentleman  and  his  friends  came 
into  power;  that  unless  we  repealed  the  Indepen- 
dent Treasury  hill,  the  next  Administrate  would 
call  an  extra  session  of  Congress  to  repeal  it.  We 
have  Also  heard  the  Senator  describe*,  in  his  gra- 
phic way,  how  the  next  Administration  would 
make  a  clear  sweep  of  all  office  holders,  with  pro- 
bably no  exceptions;  but  we  have  been  ignorant  of 
the  Senator's  authority  to  pronounce  ex-cathedra 
upon  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  General  Harri- 
son; and  for  myself,  I  confess  that  having  some 
knowledge  of  General  Harrison,  I  had  my  doubts 
whether  he  was  to  be  governed,  dictated  to, 
and  led  by  the  nose  by  the  honorable  Senator, 
as  he  seemed  to  promise  us.  He  exhibited  to 
us  no  authority  for  the  assumption  of  the  dicta- 
torship. If  the  Harrisburg  Convention,  '  in 
nominating  one  of  the  gentlemen  and  rejecting  the 
other,  did  secretly  determine  that  while  one  should 
be  viceroy  over  the  good  people  of  these  United 
State?,  the  other  should  be  viceroy  over  him,  how 
were  we  to  know  that  important  fact?  You  gave 
us  no  evidence  of  this.  We  are  excusable  then,  I 
.should  think,  for  opposing  such  measures  as  the 
Senator's  land  bill,  which  we  think  unconstitu- 
tional, without  being  chargeable  with  anticipated 
hostility  to  the  next  Administration. 

But  the  Senator  bids  us  go  home !  and  account 
to  eur  constituents  for  our  conduct  here.  Go 
home !  We  obey  no  such  orders.  We  submit  to 
no  such  dictation.  Who  gave  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  authority  over  us?  Autocrat  of  Ken- 
tucky, let  him  issue  his  orders  there  to  his  obse- 
quious slaves;  but  with  Ohio  and  her  representa- 
tives he  has  nothing  to  do.  Sir,  I  repe.  with  scorn 
this  matchless  insolence. 

Here  Mr.  CLAY  called  Mr.  Tappan  to  order, 
and  he  Fat  down. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  after  some  remarks, 
which  we  did  not  hear  distinctly,  said  that  it  was 
out  of  order  to  use  the  word  insolence  in  the  way 
Mr.  Tappaw  had  used  it. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  rose,  and  continued.  Sir,  I  will 
repel  insolence  and  insult,  come  from  what  quarter 
they  may. 

Mr.  CLAY  then  rose  and  dec'ared  that  in  what 
he  had  said,  he  had  not  the  remotest  intention  of  in- 
sulting the  Senators  from  Ohio;  that  in  using  the 
words,  gohome,dbc  he  meant  no  more  than  to  advise 
those  Senators  to  consult  their  constituents  on  their 
return  home  as  to  their  wishes  upon  this  great 
qnes'ion  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  then  observed:  The  Senator's  ex- 
planation is  satisfactory.  From  the  vehemence  of 
his  manner,  and  the  loudness  of  his  intonation,  I 
thought  the  Senator  in  earnest,  and  that  he  meant 
what  he  said.  It  seems  that  in  this  I  was  mista- 
ken. I  therefore  let  that  pass;  I  will  not  knowingly 
treat  any  Senator  with  disrespect;  my  age  and  my 
habits  lead  me  to  a  courteous  demeanor  towards  all 
with  whom  I  have  business  to  transact,  and  I  will 
not  willingly  deviate  from  this  course;  but  inso- 
lence and  insult  I  shall  not  put  up  with,  and  I  am 
glad  to  find  that  on  this  occasion  nothing  of  that 
nature  was  intended. 

Mr.  President,  having  disposed  of  this  matter, 
(without  intending  to  engage  at  large  in  this.debate, 
so  protracted  and  interesting,)  I  will  express  my 
views  on  one  or  two  points  only.  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay]  read  to  us  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  8th  section,  1st  article,  of  the 


Constitution:  "The  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises, 
to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States;" 
and  gave  us  his  opinion  that  this  taxing  power  did 
not  authorize  Congress  to  raise  money  for  distribu- 
tion amongst  the  States.  I  coincide  fully  with  the 
Senator  in  this  opinion,  but  does  he  not  perceive 
that  by  this  sound  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, he  concedes  to  us  the  whole  mat- 
ter in  controversy  as  to  his  land  bil>?  I  know 
how  the  Senator  thinks  to  get  this  power:  it  is  not 
in  this  clause,  indeed,  but  he  tells  us  it  is  contained 
in  these  words: 

"The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of 
and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respect- 
ing the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
United  States." 

From  the  grant  of  power  to  dispose  of  the  land, 
he  infers  the  power  to  dispose  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
land.  Congress  have,  indeed,  by  this  clause,  the 
power  to  dispose  of  the  public  land  for  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States;  and  it  is  under  this  clause 
alone  that  the  constitutionality  of  all  the  grants  of 
public  lands  which  have  been  made  to  the  indivi- 
dual States,  can  be  maintained.  If  we  admit 
(which  I  do  not,  however)  that  by  this  clause  in 
the  Constitution,  Congress  has  the  unlimited 
power  te  do  whatever  it  pleases  with  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States— that  it  m^v  grant  the 
whole  or  any  part  to  some  or  all  of  the  States,  that 
it  may  give  it  away  to  actual  settlers;  or,  that  it 
may  sell  and  dispose  of  it  for  money,  making  it  an 
object  of  revenue;  still,  Congress  cannot  raise  reve- 
nue for  the  purpose  of  distribution.  The  public 
lauds  are  sold  for  money.  A  part  of  the  revtnuea 
of  this  Government  are  derived  from  that  source. 
It  matters  not  whether  you  raise  your  revenue 
from  the  customs,  from  the  sale  of  your  ships,  from 
a  tax  on  land,  or  the  sale  of  your  land;  when  that 
revenue  reaches  the  public  Treasury,  there  is  no 
earmark  on  it  to  distinguish  the  quarter  from 
which  it  came.  It  is  the  money  of  the  nation,  to 
be  used  for  national  purposes.  If  there  is  any 
clause  in  the  Constitution  which  gives  you  au- 
thority to  make  a  distribution  of  it  amongst  the 
States,  it  is  the  clause  first  quoted;  but  this, 
says  the  Senator,  and  so  say  I,  contains  no  such 
power.  Congress  is  not  required  by  the  Constitu- 
tion to  sell  the  public  lands  to  make  the  territory  of 
the  Union  an  object  of  revenue.  The  manner  os 
disposing  of  that  territory  is  no  where  expressed. 
It  is  implied'only  that  Congress  shall  dispone  of  it 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  and  not  select  part  of 
the  Union.  Congress  have  thought  best  to  sell 
their  land  for  moaey;  have  for  more  than  forty 
years  thought  that  to  raise  a  part  of  their  ordinary 
revenues  by  thus  disposing  of  it,  was  to  execute 
their  power  of  disponing  of  it  in  the  manner  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  nation.  I 
will  not  argue  the  question  whether  it  might  not 
have  been  as  well  to  have  authorized  Con- 
gress to  make  a  division  by  the  States  or 
otherwise  of  the  money  received  for  Und, 
for  we  are  not  making  a  Constitution;  but 
I  will  say  that  a  power  to  grant  or  sell  land 
does  not  carry  with  it  the  power  to  dispose 
of  the  money  received  for  such  land— when 
the  land  is  sold,  the  power  to  dispose  of  it  is  exe- 
cuted; for  the  power  to  dispose  of  the  money  you 
must  look  elsewhere. 

As  to  the  bill  before  the  Senate,  it  varies  but  lit- 
tle from  what  has  become  the  settled  policy  of  this 
Government — it  proposes  that  instead  of  tempo- 
rary laws  on  this  subject,  we  pass  a  permanent  act, 
permanent  as  it  can  be,  to  remain  until  the  wis* 
dom  and  experience  of  our  successors  may  change 
or  repeal  it.  Weshould  find  it  difficult  to  prevent 
people  from  occupying  the  public  land  on  the  ex- 
tensive frontier;  there  is  a  large  class  of  men 
who  have  been  the  pioneers  of  civilization  and  set- 
tlement in  this  country  for  many  years,  probably  ever 
since  the  settlement  of  the  country  commenced — 
they  are  the  Daniel  Boones  who  choose  to  keep  a 
little  in  advance  of  law  and  gospel  both;  they  sub- 
sist more  by  hunting  than  the  labors  of  agriculture; 
yet  they  build  cabins,  and  clear  and  plant  fields, 
and  are  always  ready  to  sell  their  improvements  to 
the  man  who  moves  on  the  frontier  with  hii  family 
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and  his  stock  to  make  a  permanent  settlement.  It 
is  a  great  advantage  to  the  settler  in  a  new  country 
who  has  a  family  to  provide  for,  to  find  a  cabin  and 
a  clearing  already  made  for  him,  and  purchaseable 
at  a  moderate  price;  and  what  injury  does  the  pub- 
lic interest  sustain  by  granting  these  pioneers  the 
exclusive  right  to  purchase  the  land  they  occupy? 
Before  this  privilege  was  granted  to  them,  ii  was 
quite  common  for  mean  and  sordid  men  to  bunt  out 
the  places  so  occupied,  and  purchase  them  at  the 
land  office,  not  for  the  sake  of  getting  better  land 
than  they  could  find  elsewhere,  but  that  they  might 
appropriate  to  themselves  the  hard  earnings  of  the 
poor  pioneer  for  nothing.  Protect  the  poor  man  by 
a  pre-emption  right,  and  he  would  soon  gain  money 
enough  to  pay  for  his  land;  or,  instead  of  being  a 
prey  to  the  heartless  speculator,  this  latter  would 
have  to  purchase  his  improvements,  since  be  could 
not  drive  him  off,  and  take  forcible  possession 
of  his  property.  I  have  said  that  pre-emption  laws, 
instead  of  being  injurious  to  the  public,  are 
"highly  beneficial.  They  greatly  facilitate  the 
settlement  of  your  territories,  by  opening  th* 
road  to  your  lands  to  men  with  families  and 
property,  whose  habits  have  not  fitted  them  for 
settling  in  the  wilderness.  These  men  compose 
the  great  agricultural  population  of  the  West. 
Some  men  think,  sir,  that  to  allow  land  to  be  se- 
lected, the  choice  tracts  to  be  taken  up  for  the 
minimum  price,  is  granting  a  great  favor  to  the 
poor  pioneer.  I  do  not  think  so;  the  man  who 
will  take  his  axe  and  his  rifle,  and  go  into  the 
frontier,  forests,  or  praries;  far  from  roads,  from 
mills  and  schools,  and  places  of  worship;  far  from 
all  the  comforts  and  advantages  of  society,  pays 
for  the  pre-emption  right  you  give  him  very  dear- 
ly. Yes,  sir,  the  settler,  in  a  new  country,  pays 
the  full  value  of  the  best  land  in  the  priva- 
tions he  enduress  in  the  hardships  he  encoun- 
ters,  and  the  labor  he  performs. 

Ota  this  matter  I  must  be  allowed  to  speak  from 
experience;  and  I  know  that,  except  in  rare  in- 
stances, from  peculiarly  fortunate  location,  the  first 
settler  would  not  be  paid  for  the  toil  and  suffering 
he  has  to  endure,  by  the  gift  of  a  quarter  section  of 
land.  I  hear  Senators  speak  of  land  in  a  state  of 
nature  worth  from  ten  to  fifty  dollars  per  acre;  I 
have  never  seen  such  land;  it  is  not  to  be  found  in 
any  of  the  fine  bottoms  of  (be  West:  it  is  an  El 
Dorado,  which  exists  only  in  the  fancy. 

It  has  been  proved,  I  think,  that  Government 
does  not  get  much  more  than  the  minimum  price 
for  land  at  the  public  sales;  so  that  there  is  nothing 
10  balance  against  this  natural  and  long  practised 
mode  of  settling  your  public  lands.  I  am  there- 
fore in  favor  of  this  bill— of  adopting  it  into  our 
permanent  land  system. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  who  also  replied  to  some  re- 
marks of  Mr.  C.  personal  to  himself,  which  were 
explained  by  Mr.  Clay. 

Mr.  LINN  also  followed  in  explanation,  and  also 
urged  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  appropriating 
money  for  the  purpose  of  pulling  the  natron  in. a 
position  to  maintain  her  honor,  and  defend  herself 
from  foreign  aggression,  instead  of  dividing  her 
revenues  among  the  States. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  contended  that  by  dividing 
the  money  among  the  States  to  be  devoted  to  the 
purposes  of  internal  improvement,  the  best  means 
means  for  national  defence  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  had  but  a  very  few 
words  to  say.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Out]  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  to  day  had  as- 
serted that  Senators  friendly  to  the  present  Admin- 
istration had  argued  at  the  last  session  in  favor  of 
the  reduction  of  the  wages  of  labor.  When  called 
upon  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  TirpiN]  to 
mention  the  names  of  any  such  Senators,  he  de- 
clined to  comply  with  the  request,  he  (Mjr.  B  )  pre- 
sumed from  counesy  to  those  implicated  in  the 
charge.  Hi*  speech  at  the  last  session  in  favor  of 
the  Independent  Treasury  Bill,  so  far  as  related  to 
the  wages  of  labor,  bad  been  so  extensively  mis- 
represented, out  of  this  House,  that  even  at 
the  risk  of  having  it  suggested  that  he  had  made 
an  application  of  the  remark  of  the  Senator  to 
himself,  he  rose  to  disclaim  any  such  argu- 
ment He  had  never  risen  in  the  Senate,  he 
never  could  rise  in  the  Senate,  and  use  an  ar- 


gument in  favor  of  reducing  the  wages  of  the 
poor  man's  labor.  He  was  incapable  of  advocat- 
ing any  such  proposition.  He  had  disclaimed  any 
such  argument,  over  and  over  again  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  he  should  e.ver  disclaim  it  as  often  as  it 
might  be  impu'ed.  If  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
or  any  other  Senator,  should  at  any  time  think 
proper  to  examine  his  speech,  and  attempt  to  fix 
such  a  charge  upon  him,  be  should  at  all  times  be 
prepared  to  repel  it,  and  prove  that  no  such  .doc- 
trine was  contained  in  his  speech. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rose  and  said  he  had  but  a  few 
remarks  to  make;  but  a  very  general  wish  for  ad- 
journment being  expressed, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday,  January  39, 1841. 

Mr.  BURKE  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to 
offer  a  resolution,  that  the  select  committee  appoint- 
ed at  the  last  session  on  the  subject  of  statione- 
ry and  the  letter  of  the  Cle.k,  be  reappointed. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  BURKE  moved  to  suspend  the  rules;  but 
the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  MORRIS  of  Ohio  asked  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  entitied  "An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  provide  for  the  safe -keeping,  transfer  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  money,"  approved  July 
4, 1840. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  MORRIS  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  and 
thereupon  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  MEDILL  inquired  of  it  would  be  in  order  to 
call  for  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  replying  in  the  affirmative, 

Mr.  MEDILL  said  that  he  would  then  call  for 
the  reading  of  it,  as  he  was  itry  anxious  to  know 
what  tubstitute  bis  colleague  proposed  for  the  law 
now  in  force,  and  which  was  sought  to  be  re- 
pealed. 

[The  bill  was  then  read.  It  proposed  no  substi- 
tute J 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  resulted— yeas 
79,  nays  87,  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alford,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Baker,  Boardman,  Bond,  Botts,  Briggs, 
Casey,  Chinn,  Chittenden,  James  Cooper,  Crabb, 
Cranston, ,  Crockett,  Cashing,  Edward  Davies, 
Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dellef, 
Doe,  Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore,  James  Garland, 
Gentry,  Qiddings,Goggin,  Granger,  Green,  Grin- 
neil,  Hall,  Hawes,  Henry,  Hoffman,  Hunt,  James, 
Charles  Johnston,  Kempshall,  Lane,  Lincoln, 
McCarty,  Francis  Mallory,  Marvin,  Mason, 
Mitchell,  Monroe,  Moore,  Morgan,  Calvary  Mor- 
ris, Osborne,  Pope,  Profit,  Randall,  Rariden, 
Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant, 
Simonton,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart, 
Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  To- 
land,  Tiiplett,  Trumbull,  Peter  J.  Wagner,  War- 
ren, Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  and  Wise— 79. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Banks,  Blackwell, 
Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H. 
Butler,  William  0.  Butler,  Bynum,  Carr,  Carroll, 
Chapman,  Clifford,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  William  R. 
Cooper,  Craig,  Crary, 'Cross,  Thomas  Daves,  John 
Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Doan,  Doig,  Dromgoole, 
Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,  Fisher,  Fletcher,  Floyd, 
Fomsnce,  Galbraith,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hand, 
John  Hastings,  Hawkins,  Hilien,  Home?,  Hub- 
bard, Jameson,  Jenifer,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kille,  Le&dbetter,  Leonard, 
Lowell,  Lucas,  McClure,  McCnlloch,  McKay, 
Meredith  Mallory,  Marchand,  Medill,  Miller, 
Montanya,  Montgomery,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Parrish,  Parmenter,  Pickens,  Prentiss,  Reynolds, 
Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  James  Rogers  Samuels, 
Shaw,  Sbepard,  Albert  Smith,  John  Smith,  Thos. 
Smith,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Sweney,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, Turney,  Vroom,  Weller,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
ilams,  Henry  Williams,  and  Worthington— 87. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  JONES  ol  Virginia  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  resume  the  consideration  of 
the  Treasury  note  bili, 


Mr.  DAWSON  moved  that  the  special  order  be 
postponed  until  Monday  next,  in  order  that  the 
House  might  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
private  bills. 

But  the  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  having  precedence, 
the"  question  was  taken  thereon  bj  yeas  aud  nays, 
as  followf: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alford,  Anderson,  Banks, 
Betrne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Aaron  V.Brown, 
Albert  G  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler, 
Wm.  0.  Butler,  Bynum,  John  Campbell,  Carr, 
James  Carroll,  Zidok  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford^ 
Coles,  Connor.  Wm.  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig, 
Crary,  Cross,  Thomas  Davee,  John  Davis,  Dicker- 
son,  Daan,  Doig,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Earl,  East* 
man,  Ely,  Evans,  Fine,  Fisher,  Fletcher,  Floyd, 
Fornance,  Galbraith,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gogain,  Gra- 
ham, Griffin,  Hammond,  Hand,  John  Hastings, 
Hawkins,  Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hlllen,  Hub- 
bard, Jameson,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
san,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kille,  Lead- 
better,  Leonard,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McCarty,  Me- 
Clellan,  McClure,  McCnlloch,  McKay,  Meredith 
Mallory,  Francis  Mallory,  Marchand,  Medill, 
Miller,  Montanya,  Montgomery,  S.  W.  Morris, 
Parrish,  Parmenter,  Pickent,  Prentiss,  Reynolds, 
Rhett,  Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  John.  Rogers,  8a* 
muels,~Shaw,  Shepard,  Albert  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Strong, 
Sumter,  Sweney,  Jacob  Thompson, Turney,  Vroom, 
Weller,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams, 
Lewis  Williams,  Wise,  and  Worthington— 110. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Baker,  Blackwell,  Boardman,  Bond,  Cal- 
houn, Chinn,  Chittenden,  James  Cooper,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Edward  Davies,  John 
W.  Davis,  Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Den- 
nis, Doe,  Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Gates,  Gid- 
dings,  Granger,  Green,  Grinnelt,  Hall,  Henry, 
Hoffman,  Hunt,  James,  Cha?.  Johnston,  Wm.  C. 
John  ton,  Kempshall,  King,  Lane,  Lincoln,  Mar- 
vin, Mason,  Monroe,  Manroe,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Calvary  Morris,  Osborne,  Peck,  Pope,  Proffit,  Ran- 
dall, Rariden,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstall, 
Sergeant,  Simonton,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Stuart, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Triplett, 
Trumbull,  Peter  J.  Wagner,  Warren,  Thomas  W. 
Williams,  Joseph  L  Williams,  and  Christopher  H. 
Williams^70. 

8o  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  (Mr.  Caset 
in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  cons:derauon  oi  the" 
TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

Mr.  WISE  then  took  the  floor,  and  was  about  to 
resume  his  remarks,  but  gave  way  to 

Mr.  RHETT,  who  wished  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  whether  the  remark  made  by  him 
on  yesterday,  that  there  was  now  a  member  of  this 
House,  who  was  in  the  South  Carolina  Convention, 
and  who  proposed  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  was 
applied  to  him? 

Mr.  WISE  replied  in  the  affirmative,  and  said 
that  such  was  the  impression  prevailing  in  the 
country  in  1832;  and  if  the  newspapers  at  that  time 
were  to  be  believed,  Mr.  R.  had  actually  proposed, 
or  talked  of  proposing  a  dissolution  of  the  union. 

Mr.  RHETT  said  that  the  gentleman  was  en- 
tirely misinformed;  neither  he  nor  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  convention  of  South  Carolina  ever  pro- 
posed a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  nor  was  any 
such  proposition  ever  made  or  discussed  in  the 
convention. 

Mr.  WISE  was  glad  he  had  made  the  remark, 
for  it  had  given  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
na an  opportunity  of  contradicting  ii;  and  hoped, 
so  far  at  least  as  the  South  was  concerned,  that  that 
section  of  the  Unitn  would  stand  vindicated  from 
the  charge  forever. 

Mr.  W.  gave  his  views  at  some  length  in  rela. 
tion  to  the  public  lands,  and  argued  against  a  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  among  the  States.  &jtfher 
than  do  so,  he  maintained  that  it  would  be  much 
better  to  appropriate  the  money  for  the  defence  of  the 
Western  frontier;  or,  if  they  did  not  choose  to  do 
that,  the  lands  might  be  disposed  of  for  the  in- 
crease of  the  navy,  the  building  of  steamships,  dfce. 

He  argued  with  much  earnestness  against  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  Executive  over  the  public  lands, 
which  in  one  year  had  amounted  to  not  lea  than 
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twenty-five  millions  of  dollars.  He  Considered  it 
dangerous  in  the  extreme,  and  as  absorbing  in  its 
grasp  even  the  State  power. 

White  speaking  on  this  head,  Mr.  W.  said  he 
would  suppose  that  the  ghost  of  Cicero  bad  arisen, 
and  was  walking  in  the  streets  of  Home  at  mid- 
night 

He  would  suppose  the  shade  of  the  illustrious 
statesman  as  meeting  with  an  inhabitant  of  modern 
Rome  in  the  street  at  night,  and  asking  him  how 
long  it  would  be  before  day. 

The  inhabitant  pulls  from  his  pccket  a  chrono- 
meter, to  see  the  time. 

"Oh!  what's  tbaO"  says  the  ghost. 

"It  is  &  chronometer;  an  instrument  invented  by 
the  Germans  for  measuring  time." 

"Indeed!" 

The  inhabitant  then  takes  from  his  pocket  an  al- 


"Oh!"  says  the  ghost,  "what's  that?" 
**It  is  an  almanac;  it  is  the  art  of  printing,  the 
wonderful  meaas  of  rapidly  transmitting  human 
thought,  and  also  invented  by  the  Germans. 
"O!  how  wonderful !"  exclaims  the  ghost 
The  ghost  and  the  inhabitant  then  knock  at  the 
door  of  several  citizens,  but  they  are  all  asleep, 
and  cannot  be  awakened. 

The  inhabitant  then  takes  from  his  pocket  a  pis- 
tol, and  fires  it. 

The  ghest  starts  and  is  almost  frightened  back 
to  bis  grave.  What's  that?  says  he,  in  the  greatest 
alarm. 

.  *Whyf  it  is  a  pistol,"  says  the  inhabitant,  "and 
explains  the  invention  of  gunpowder;  also  invented 
by  the  Germans." 

"All  Invented  by  the  Germans?"  says  the  ghost, 
"and  what  have  the  Italians  been  doing." 

At  that  moment  a  iazy  lazzaroni  comes  gaping 
up,  just  awoke  from  his  sleep.  "This,"  says  the 
inhabitant,  "is  what  they  have  been  doing." 

Mr.  W.  then  applied  this  imaginary  scene  to  the 
present  stale  of  things,  in  relation  to  Executive  pa- 
tronage, which,  like  the  Germans,  had  been  ab- 
sorbing every  thing,  while  the  people,  like  the  laz- 
auoni,  had  been  gaping  the  while. 

In  concluding,  Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  say  that,  if 
be  differed  from  his  friends  on  the  present  occasion, 
it  was  an  honest  difference  arising  from  the  convic- 
tion of  bis  own  mind  that  he  was  right  He  bad 
expressed  himself  in  this  manner  because  he  felt 
bound  to  put  himself  right. 

Having  spoken  acainst  a  tariff,  and  the  distribu- 
tion system,  it  would  be  asked,  what  then  would  be 
do?  Why  he  would  say,  that  constrained  against 
bis  will,  be  would  vote  for  the  issue  of  these  Trea- 
sury notes,  as  a  temporary  remedy  for  the  present 
year,  or  at  least  until  the  meeting  of  the  next  Con- 
gress in  December. 

Ic  might  be  asked,  what  would  he  do  for  the  fu- 
ture? Why,  he  would  fold  his  arms  and  wait.  It 
was  possible  that  he  might  never  come  back  to  that 
House  again,  and  perhaps  some  of  his  friends 
would  be  very  glad  if  he  never  did  come  back.  He 
bad  wis  to  say,  however,  that  he  could  either  come 
back  or  let  it  alone,  just  as  he  pleased.  He  wished 
it  understood,  though,  that  he  was  a  candidate  nntil 
be  should  say  publicly  that  be  was  not.  As  to 
whether  be  returned  or  not,  that  would  all  depend 
upon  private  considerations.  But  if  no',  then  his 
friends  might  depend  that  he  would,  at  home,  fol- 
low oat  the  same  great  principles  on  which  he  had 
acted  here. 

As  regarded  the  compromise  act,  that,  in  bis  opi- 
nion, ought  to  be  left  alene,  until  an  actual  and  not 
an  artificial  necessity  should  arise.  The  tariff 
question  onght  not  to  be  touched  on  account  of  a 
temporary  deficiency. 

Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  to  state  how,  in  his  younger 
days,  be  bad  voted  for  General  Jackson,  and  how  he 
bad  split  frcmbim  when  that  person,  m  his  opinion, 
failed  to  rapport  ibe  principles  on  which  ha  was 
elected.  He  bad  said,  that  although  General  Jackson 
was  master  of  millions,  be  (Mr.  W.)  was  master 
of  himself.  This  he  would  say  again  in  relation  to 
General  Harrison. 

Mr  W.  then  contended  that  the  proper  means  of 
sustaining  the  Treasury  was  to  husband  their  re- 
aoorees  at  this  time.  Let  there  be  no  distribution, 
no  giving  away;  for  there  could  be  no  such  thing 
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as  givinn;  away  from  a  beggar.  The  Treasury  was 
in  a  state  of  beggary;  it  was  empty,  and  there  was 
nothing  to  give  away.  Let  them  be  honest  and 
pay  their  debts  before  they  tbooght  of  giving  aby 
thing  away.  The  common  law  would  permit  no 
will  to  be  executed  before  the  debts  were  first  paid. 
Let  them  pay,  then,  all  their  honest  debts  before 
they  talked  of  a  distribution  of  the  public  lands. 

The  next  means  of  relieving  the  Treasury  was 
to  push  a  vigorous  system  of  reduction.  His  friend 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Evans]  who  in  other  matters 
was  as  clear  sighted  a  man  as  any  in  the  House, 
could  not  see,  the  other  day,  how  they  were  to  get 
a  supply  by  reducing  the  expenditures.  Why,  that 
old  philosopher,  Benjamin  Franklin,  proved  that 
"a  penny  saved  was  a  penny  got,'1  and  he  was  sur- 
prised that  bis  friend  from  Maine  could  not  com* 
prehend  it. 

But  it  was  contended  that  there  could  be  no  re- 
duction. This  was  not  so.  There  could  be  a  re- 
duction, and  a  great  reduction,  too.  He  had  said 
this  before  the  election,  and  be  again  asserted  it 
now.  There  con  Id  be  a  very  great  reduction,  and 
that  reduction  ought  to  be  pushed  rigorously. 

Mr.  W.  then  noticed,  as  one  means  of  reduc- 
tion, a  reformation  among  the  office  holders.  He 
urged  that  office  holders  ought  no  longer  to  be  per- 
mitted or  expected  to  take  part  in  politics.  They 
ought,  said  be,  to  be  compelled  to  remain  at  their 
desks,  with  their  heads  upon  their  business,  and 
the  pen  in  their  hands,  and  to  be  required  to 
mind  that  business.  If  this  p'an  should  be 
adopted,  and  every  neglecr,  in  point  of  time, 
or  other  inattention,  however  small,  punished  wi<h 
instant  dismissal,  then  the  Government  would  be 
benefited  to  a  great  degree  even  in  this  matter. 
Here  alone  would  be  a  great  saving.  But,  said 
Mr.  W.  let  the  abominable  system  of  proscription 
for  political  opinion  be  abolished.  For  his  part  he 
did  not  like  this  constant  changing  of  office  holders 
for  opinion's  sake,  by  which  men  were  frequently 
brought  in  who  were  not  capable  of  performing  the 
duties.  If  a  man  was  found  to  be  competent,  and 
minded  his  business,  why  not  1st  him  remain,  in- 
stead of  having  these  constant  removalr,  by  which 
the  Government  was  pot  to  a  great  expense  by  the 
appointment  of  incompetent  persons.  He  bad  al- 
ways denounced  thfs  system  of  proscription,  and 
would  they,  after  condemning  its  practice  by  the 
Loeo  Focos,  be  guilty  of  it  themselves? 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  expressing  his  opinion  that 
a  National  Bank  would  be  the  only  effectual  means 
of  preserving  a  sound  currency,  and  bis  belief  that 
General  Harrison  would  be  his  own  President  and 
act  for  himself. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  then  obtained  the  floor,  but 
gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise; 
and 

On  thefqneation  being  taken,  there  were— ayes  4 5, 
noes  79,  no  quorum  voting. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  that  fact 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  a  call  of  the  House, 
bnt  it  was  not  ordered. 

Mr.  RIVES  said,  that  since  the  vote  had  been 
counted,  a  sufficient  numbers  of  members  had 
come  in  to  constitute  a  quorum. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STANLY,  the  House  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  autho- 
rising the  issue  of  Treasury  notes. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  then  commenced  his  remarks 
in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  in  replv  to  several  gentle- 
men on  the  opposite  side  who  had  preceded  him; 
but,  without  concluding,  gave  way  for  a  motion 
that  the  committee  rise;  and 

On  that  question  a  division  was  called  for,  when 
there  appeared— -ayes  19,  noes  30— no  quorum. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  that  fact 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  a»k*d  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution,  which  Was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  instructors  of  (he  pupils  of  the 
asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  r.prt  the  education 
of  the  blind,  be  authorized  to  exhibit  the  progress 
of  their  said  pupils  in  this  Hall  for  one  hour  and  a 
half  os  Monday  morning  next,  before  the  meeting 
of  the  House. 


Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ; and  thereupon 

Mr.  ANDREWS  called  for  the  yeat  andnavs; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  51,  nays  93. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 


Notb Mr.  Beattt  was   in  the   Howe,  but 

not  in  his  seat,  when  his  name  was  called  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Jonas  of  Virginia,  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  If  Mr.  B.  had  been  present, 
he  would  have  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

IN  SENATE, 
Saturday,  January  30, 1841. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  the  credentials  of 
the  Hon.  Wiluam  C.  RivBS,elected  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Virginia  a  Senator  from 
that  Slate  for  six  years  from  the  4ih  of  March, 
1839;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  RIVES  then  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  presented  the  credentials  or  the 
Hon.  Jamxs  F.  Simmons,  elected  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  a  Senator  from 
that  State  for  six  years  from  the  4ih  of  March  next; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  showiog  the 
necessity  of  a  further  appropriation  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  preparatory  survey  and  exploration  of 
the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart* 
ment,  with  a  statement  of  the  appropriations  for 
naval  service  during  the  year  1840;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RUGOLES  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Maine,  remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of 
the  fishing  bounties;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  MOUTON  presented  the  memorial  of  E* 
Gonon,  praying  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  tele- 
graphs to  be  established  between  the  cities  of 
Washington  anl New* York;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
a^ked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  con- 
tinue in  force  the  first  section  of  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia 
military  lard  warrants,  and  returning  surveys 
thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office,  approved  July 
7, 1838;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  it  was  ordered  that 
Christian  Orandorf  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  a  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  an  act  to  grant  certain  relinquished 
and  unappropriated  lands  to  the  State  of  Alabama, 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
Tennessee,  Coosa,  Cahawba,  and  Black  Warrior 
rivers,  approved  May  23, 1828,  and  the  several 
acts  supplementary  and  amendatory  thereto;  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  Juan  Belgar;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  and  re- 
presentatives of  William  Conway,  were  severally 
considered  a?  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after 
being  amended,  on  motion  by  Mr.  MOUTON, 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Langtree 
and  0 'Sullivan  was  taken  up,  and  was  advocated 
by  Messrs.  TAPPAN  and  PRESTON,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  CLAY  of  Alabama  and  SEVIER; 
but  without  coming  to  any  conclusion  thereon — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the  Se- 
nate proceeded  lo  the  consideration  of  the  special 
order— 

PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PR&EMPTION  LAW. 
The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log-cabin  thereon,  was  taken  up,  the 
question  being  on  the  motion'  of  Mr.  CaiTRKOXsi 
to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions  to  report  a 
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bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  among  the  States. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
replied  at  length  to  the  arguments  of  Messrs.  Clay 
of  Kentucky  and  Wan  ter,  and  demonstrated  the 
unconstitutionality  of  the  distribution  measure,  and 
▼indicated  the  measure  of  cession  from  the  attacks 
of  those  gentlemen. 

He  was  was  followed  in  the  debate  by  Messrs. 
MANGTJM  and  WEBSTER,  and  replied  to  those 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  YOUNG  then,  took  the  floor,  and  after  a 
few  explanatory  remarks,  proposed  as  an  amend- 
ment to  Mr.  CaiTTBvnxii's  motion  to  substitute  for 
it  the  bill  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  proposing  to  cede  the 
lands  to  the  States  within  which  they  lie,  upon 
certain  conditions,  which  he  hoped  would  be  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  postponed  until  Monday. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  assented  to  this  coarse, 
bat  hoped  as  the  debate  on  this  question  had  al- 
ready lasted  fonr  weeks,  that  it  would  be  finally 
disposed  of  on  Monday  evening. 

And  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Saturday,  January  30, 1841. 

Mr.  PICKENS,  by  consent,  introduced  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  this  House,  if  not  incompatible  with 
the  public  interest,  any  information  or  correspond- 
ence be  may  have  in  relation  to  recent  Azores  or 
search  of  any  of  our  vessels  upon  the  coast  of 
Africa,  or  elsewhere,  by  British  cruirers  or  autho- 
rities, and  the  cause  of  each  search  or  seizure,  and 
the  authority  under  which  they  have  been  made. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  the  following: 

••And  also  copies  of  all  correspondence  between 
the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  relating  to  the  African  slave  trade,  from 
the  3d  of  March,  1837,  and  of  despatches  from 
Natbaniei  P.  Trist,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Havana,  to  the  Department  of  State,  relating  in 
any  way  to  the  said  African  alive  trade." 

Mr.  PICKENS  accepted  this  amendment  as  a 
modification  of  his  resolution. 

And  the  resolution,  thus  amended,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GUSHING,  the  House  con- 
curred in  the  following  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
adopted  on  the  28ih  inst. 

Resolved,  That  a  committte  be  appointed  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  ascertain  and  re- 
port a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  notifying  the  persons  elected  of  their  election. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications,  viz: 

I.  From  the  Treasury  Department,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  17ih 
of  December,  ss  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Inde- 
pendent Treasury  has  been  carried  into  effect. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

II.  From  the  Navy  Department,  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  8th  inst  calling 
for  information  in  regard  to  the  Navy  pension 
fund. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HI.  From  the  same  Department,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the  act 
of  Congress  of  May  1,  1820,  entitled  '-An  act  in 
addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 
of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments; 
showing  the  annual  statement  of  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service*  for  the  year  1840,  and 
the  amount  appropriated  under  each  specific  head, 
the  amount  expended  under  each,  and  the  ba- 
lances remaining  in  the  Treasury  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IV,  From  the  Treasury  Department,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  the 
99d  of  December,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  to 
report  to  the  House  the  amount  of  Treasury  notes 
and  drafts  that  have  been  issued,  and  drawn  since 
t|»e  first  of  January,  1840,  with  the  respective  dales 
tf  which  such  notes  and  drafts  have  been  issued 


and  drawn;  together  with  the  names  of  the  persons 
to  whom,  or  in  whose  favor,  and  for  whose  benefit 
such  drafts  have  been  drawn,  and  the  service, 
consideration,  or  object  for  which  they  have  been 
drawn;  also,*  at  what  time  or  times,  and  what 
amount  of  Treasury  notes,  if  any,  have  been  depo- 
sited with  any  of  the  banks;  and  if  sny,which  of  such 
banks,  and  at  what  time;  what  amount  and  what 
description  of  funds,  if  any,  were  received  from 
the  banks  in  which  &uch  depositee  were  made,  and 
whether  said  money  Was  left  in  deposite  in  said 
bank8,or  transferred  to  the  Independent  or  Sub- 
Treasury,  as  directed  by  law,  and  at  what  time  the 
interest  commenced  on  the  notes  thus  deposited. 
Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

V.  From  the  State  Department,  in  compliance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  27th  instant, 
relative  to  the  census  returns  from  the  Marshal  of 
the  district  of  Connecticut. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

VI.  From  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as 
follows: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representative*  of  the 
United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3  J 
of  March,  1829, 1  herewith  transmit  to  Congress 
the  twelfth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors 
of  the  Penitentiary  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Washington,  January  29, 1841. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Colombia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

VII.  Another  message  from  the  President,  vis: 
To  the  Home  of  Representative*: 

By  ihe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  herewith 
communicated,  and  the  accompanying  papers,  it 
appears  that  an  additional  appropriation  is  necessa- 
ry, if  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  Congress  that  the 
preparatory  exploration  and  survey  of  the  North- 
eastern boundary  of  the  United  States  should  be 
completed. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Washington,  Jan.  29i  1841. 

Relerred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affair?, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

VIII.  From  the  Navy  Department,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  recent  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, tran;miuina  copies  of  naval  courts 
martial  in  the  cates  of  Commodore  Smoot  and 
Lieutenants  Sharpe  and  Stallings. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Toe  following  bill  and  resolution  from  the  Se- 
nate were  then  read  a  fit  si  and  second  time,  viz: 

An  act  authorizing  the  settlement  and  payment 
of  certain  claims  of  the  Slate  of  Alabama:  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  resolution  authorizing  sets  of  the  standard 
weights  and  measares  to  be  furnished  to  the  War 
Department:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

TREASURY  NOTE  BrLL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  of  Virginia,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Casey  in  the  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  autho- 
rizing the  issue  of  five  millions  of  dollars  in  Trea- 
sury notes. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  re- 
sumed his  remarks  from  yesterday  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  He  went  on  to  show  that  in  the  course  of  the 
debate,  there  wa«  no  necessity  for  going  into  the 
merits  of  the  last  election  and  other  matters.  The 
only  question  was  on  the  merits  of  the  bill  then  be- 
fore the  committee,  and  to  that  alone  ought  the  de- 
bate to  be  confined.  But  inasmuch  as  members  on 
the  other  side  had  gone  into  the  merits  of  other 
subjects,  he  would  consider  himself  as  justified  in 
slightly  noticing  them.  He  then  gave  his  views  on 
the  subject  of  the  distribution  of  the  public  lands 
and  taxation,  both  direct  and  indirect. 

Mr.  H.  then  showed  the  great  profits  that  a  Na- 
tional Bank  must  derive  from  the  keeping  of  the 
public  deposites.  The  enemies  of  the  Sub-Treasu- 
ry system  had  urged  that,  by  that  scheme,  Govern- 
ment would  keep  all  the  money.  But  would  not  a 
National  Bank  keep  all  the  profits  from  the  use  of 
the  immense  amount  of  the  public  money?  Certain* 
ly  it  would.  That  being  the  case,  the  bank,  if  es- 
tablishedjOught  to  be  required  to  pay  a  proper  bonus, 


so  that  the  people  might  have  the  worth  of  their 
money. 

In  regard  to  the  false  charge  of  the  Oppottion, 
that  this  Administration  wished  to  reduce  the 
price  of  labor,  Mr.  H.  said  this  was  in  conformity 
with  the  old  rule  cf  the  Opposition,  in  charging  the 
Administration  with  what  they  were  aiming  to  do 
themselves.  He  then  argued  that  the  enormous 
expenditures  he  anticipated  would  be  made  when 
Geneial  Harrison  came  into  power,  would  be  a 
sure  means  of  reducing  the  price,  of  labor. 

Speaking  of  the  proposed  loan,  advocated  by 
some  gentleman  on  the  other  side,  Mr.  H.  declared 
that  the  State  of  Alabama  would  not  accept  a  loan 
which  would  make  her  condition  worse  than  it 
was  before.  Besides,  the  present  distressed  con- 
dition  in  the  money  market  in  France  and  England, 
rendered  it  extremely  doubtful  whether  a  loan 
could  be  obtained,  if  authorized. 

After  some  further  remarks  in  relation  to  the 
public  lands,  Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  specie  circular 
of  the  late  President  Jackson.  He  showed  that  if 
that  circular  had  not  been  issued,  the  whole  public 
domain  would  have  been  swept  away  by  worthiest 
bank  paper,  and  then  the  Opposition  party  would 
have  blamed  the  Executive  for  permitting  it. 

Mr.  JENIFER  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
spoke  against  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  la 
favor  of  a  loan. 

After  some  remarks  in  relation  to  the  arguments 
urged  by  Mr.  Wise  against  an  extra  session,  Mr. 
J.  proceeded  to  contend  that  if  Gen.  Harrison 
should  call  an  extra  session  at  the  earliest  practica- 
ble period,  he  would  be  catrying  out  the  principles 
on  which  he  was  elected.  If  an  extra  sestioa 
should  be  called  only  to  repeal  the  Sub-Trtasurj 
law,  that  would  be  of  itself  a  sufficient  reason. 

Mr.  J.  went  on  to  express  his  regret  that  in  the 
three  days*  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wise]  that  gentleman  had  not  assumed  a  sin- 
gle position  which  could  be  sanctioned  by  his  political 
friends. 

Mr.  J.  then  proceeded  at  some  length  to  contro- 
vert the  conclusions  drawn  by  Mr.  W.  in  relation 
to  the  effects  of  a  tariff  on  foreign  wines,  silks,  etc 
He  (Mr.  J.)  argued  that  this  course  ought  to  be 
pursued  by  us  as  a  matter  of  self-defence,  and  tatt 
to  act  upon  this  principle  would  be  sound  policy. 
If  France  had  ihe  right  to  lay  restrictive  duties  on 
American  good?,  then  we  had  tme  same  right  to  lay 
an  impost  on  her  wines -and  silks;  for  he  contended 
that  the  introduction  of  silks  here  was  a  benefit  to 
France,  and  an  injury  to  ihe  cotton  planter. 

Mr.  J.  then  went  into  the  merits  of  the  tobacco 
interest,  and  referred  ai  great  length  to  the  policj  of 
this  country  and  Fraace.  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  next  obtained  the  floor, 
but  yielded  it  to 

Mr.  CUSHING,  who  made  a  brief  explanation, 
to  the  effect  that  the  views  of  the  North  on  the  tariff 
question  were  conciliatory. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  was  then  about  to  proceed, 
when,  at  the  solicitation  of  his  friends,  be  again 
yielded  the  floor;  and  a  motion  was  made  that  the 
•committee  rose. 

A  division  being  called,  no  quorum  voted. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  that  fact 
to  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  it  was 
decided  in  the  aHimative,  aa  follow*;  )eas  53, 
nays  29. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Monday,  February  1,  1841. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  abstracts 
of  the  general  returns  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  their  arms,  accoutrements,  and  am- 
munition for  the  year  1939;  which  wan  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  the  militia  ia 
the  respective  States  and  Territories,  as  given  ia 
the  Adjutant  General's  return: 
Maine    .  .  46  238 

New  Hampshire  .  .  28,763 

Matsachusetts    .  .  90,857 

Vermont  .  26,307 

Rhode  Island     .  .  .  4,491 
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Connecticut 

43  176 

New  York 

163,172 

H ev  Jersey 

39,171 

Pennsylvania 

908  981 

Delaware 

9,329 

Maryland 

46,864 

Virginia 

165  532 

North  Carolina  . 

65  218 

South  Carolina  . 

48  817 

Georgia 

57,312 

Alabama 

44  332 

Louisiana 

14,808 

Mississippi 

36,084 

Tennessee 

60,982 

Kentucky 

83  335 

Ohio 

146  428 

Indiana  . 

53913 

Illinois  . 

27,386 

Missouri 

34,856 

Arkansas 

2,038 

Michigan 

5,476 

Florida  Territory 

827 

Wiskonana 

5,223 

Iowa 

District  of  Colombia 

'.              1,249 

/ 


Total  1,499  444 

Abo,  a  communication  from  the  Governor  of 
Iowa,  transmitting  resolution*  of  the  Legislative 
Council  on  various  subjects;  which  were  referred  to 
the  appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  memorial  very  nu- 
merously signed  by  merchants  of  Charleston,  re- 
monstrating against  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt 
law;  which  waa  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  ofeiti- 
seas  of  Oneida  county,  remonstrating  against  the 
passage  of  any  bankropt  law  which  will  be  retro* 
active  in  its  operation;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  a 
very  large  number  of  the  merchants  and  business 
man  of  the  city  of  Albaay,  against  the  paasage  ot  a 
bankrupt  law  similar  to  that  of  the  last  session; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
pouted. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
ejtisBBS  of  the  borough  and  county  of  Brie,  asking 
an  appropriation  to  complete  the  construction  of  the 
harbor  at  that  place.  Mr.  B.  adverted  to  the  great 
importance  of  this  harbor,  in  case  difficulties  6houid 
arise  with  oar  neighbor  en  the  northern  side  of  the 
lakes,  and  said  that  without  further  appropriations 
were  made  to  complete  it,  all  that  bad  been  hereto- 
fore spent  would  have  been  spent  in  vain.  He 
asked  that  the  memorial  might  be  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  KING  remaiked  that  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  had  already  taken  this  subject  into  con- 
sideration, and  would  report  the  result  of  their  de- 
liberations at  an  early  day.  The  memorial  waa 
then  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Delaware  in  favor  of  a  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  State*.  Mr.  CLAYTON  and 
Mr.  BAYARD  submitted  som  j  remarks  in  con- 
nection with  this  subject,  in  the  course  of  which 
Mr.  B.  intimated  his  intention  at  the  next  session 
to  submit  a  motion  to  expunge  the  expunging  reso- 
lution. The  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  memorials  of  citizens  of 
Greene  and  Scott  counties,  Illinois,  praying  the 
establishment  of  certain  post  routes;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Y-  also  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
BL  Louie,  atkiog  for  aid  in  the  construction  of  the 
Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany  Railrtad  Compa- 
ny, which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  the  memorial 
of  citizens  of  Logan  county,  Ohio,  asking  for  the 
recognition  of  Hay  ti  and  the  establishment  of  di- 
plomatic relations  therewith.  Mr.  C.  said  as  no- 
thing coold  be  done  with  this  subject  at  the  present 
,  if  indeed  any  thing  ought  to  be  done  at  all, 


he  weald  move  that  the  memorial  should  be  laid  on 
the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STURGEON  said  he  held  in  bis  hand  reso- 
lutions passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
instructing  his  colleague  and  himself  to  vote  for  a 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  among  the  States  agreeably  to  their  ratio 
of  representation.  He  should  obey  the  general 
ttnor  of  the  resolutions,  and  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CaiT- 
tevdbsjJ  to  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate. 

Although  he  was  not  among  those  who  had  im- 
plicit faith  in  legislative  instructions,  nor  would  he 
yield  them  implicit  obedience,  yet  while  he  held  a 
seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  should 
feel  disposed  to  conform  in  his  vote  to  the  wishes  of 
the  people  of  the  State  which  be  had  the  honor  in 
part  to  rr present;  and  as  he  was  inclined  to  believe 
that  a  majority  of  the  people  ef  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania may  be  at  this  time  in  favor  of  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
be  was  disposed  to  take  the  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature as  collateral  evidence,  and  collateral  evi- 
dence alone,  of  the  fact.  He  should  cast  his  vote 
accordingly. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  that 
a  duty  may  be  imposed  on  foreign  silk,  for  the 
protection  of  the  American  silk  grower.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  was  entirely  favorable  to  the  object  of  the 
memorialists,  but  as  he  had  stated  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, the  Senate  had  no  power  to  originate  a  reve- 
nue bill.  The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Orange  county  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  law; 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MOUTON  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Louisiana  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a 
genera-  bankrupt  law,  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MOUTON,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  the  heirs  of  Peter  Walker,  and  the  papers 
of  the  heirs  of  Antonio  Gras,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  memorials  of  citizens  of 
Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa,  praying  the  esta- 
blishment of  mail  routes;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Michigan,  in  favor  of  the  paasage 
of  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  completion 
of  all  lake  harbors  commenced  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States;  which  were  read,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  William  A. 
Whitehead,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  (o  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  oo  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  directing  a  survey  to 
ascertain  the  practicability  and  expense  of  con- 
structing a  passage  from  Albemarle  Sound  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  K.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  asking  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  custom  house  at  Philadelphia,  moved  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  the  motion 
to  discharge  the  committee  was  laid  on  the  table. 
BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Juan  Belgar,  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  and  re- 
presentatives of  William  Conway, 
were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed* 
ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Babin, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  De  Passau,  of 
Louisiana, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Compton,  as- 
signee and  representative  of  Garrigues  Flaujac, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptiste  Comeaa, 

The  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste 
Comeaa  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana,  and 


,r      The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Therm  Malette,  widow  of  Gaspara  Phiole, 
were  severally  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  was  taken  op,  the  question 
beinr,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  CarroaDan  to  recommit 
the  bill ,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  Slates,  which  Mr.  Youira  had  on  Satur- 
day proposed  to  amend  by  a  motion  to  substitute 
for  it  the  bill  of  Mr.  Cilhoun,  proposing  to  eade 
the  lands  to  the  States  within  which  they  lie,  upon 
certain  conditions. 

Mr.  YOUNG  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in 
favor  of  his  motion,  and  in  defence  of  the  pre-emp- 
tive policy. 

Mr.  FULTON  followed  on  the  same  aide,  who 
advocated  the  cession  bill  as  a  measure  of  justice 
due  to  sovereign  States. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  then  obtained  the  floor,  bat,  it 
being  late,  yielded  to  a  motion  for  adjournment. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monday,  February  1,  1841. 

After  the  journal  was  read, 

The  Hon.  HINES  HOLT,  of  Georgia,  elected  to 
fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
the  Hon.  W.  T.  Colquitt,  appeared,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat. 

MILEAGE. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  a  member  from 
Kentucky,  Mr.  S.  Williams,  who  was  confined  to 
his  room  by  indisposition,  had  presented  to  him  an 
account  .for  short  mileage  at  a  previous  Congress-. 
He  did  not  feel  authorized  to  issue  a  warrant  for 
the  payment  of  the  account,  as  it  related  to  a  time 
when  the  chair  was  not  occupied  by  the  present  in- 
cumbent Such  cases  as  this  had  formerly  been 
adjusted  by  the  Committee  of  Accounts;  bat  since 
the  creation  of  the  Committee  on  Mileage,  mat 
committee  considered  its  duties  on  the  subject  at 
superseded.  The  present  Committee  on  Mileage 
did  not  conceive  that  it  could  go  behind  the  present 
'Congrc89*,and  the  Speaker  said  he  was  left  the 
only  alternative  of  submitting  the  matter  to  the 
House  for  their  disposal. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  Speaker  settle  and 
adjust  the  account.    Bd?, 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  SMITH  of 
Maine,  JOHNSON  of  Virginia,  THOMPSON  of 
South  Carolina,  MORGAN,  WILLIAMS  of  Con- 
neclicut,  and  WHITE  of  Kentucky, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRINNELL,  the  subject  waa 
laid  upon  the  table. 

TREA3URY  NOTE  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  .of  the.  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Caret  in  the  chair,) 
and  retrained  the  consideration  of  the  bill  autho- 
rizing the  issue  of  Treasury  notes. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
observed  that  there  was  no  member  of  the  commit- 
tee who  had  the  least  doubt  but  that  the  bill  would 
pass;  Ad  yet,  although  there  was  an  immediate  ne- 
cessity for  its  passage,  honorable  gentlemen  bad 
selected  it  as  a  mark  at  which  to  commence  a  sort 
of  fire  against  the  Administration.  At  suchatimer 
when  the  Treasury  was  in  immediate  want  of  relief, 
he  would  leave  it  to  their  own  consciences  to  say 
how  magnanimous  was  such  conduct. 

Mr*  V.  then  proof  eded  to  notice  the  unfounded 
charges  of  the  Opposition  in  relation  to  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  A  gentleman 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Evans]  had  contended  that  the 
Secretary  had  given  nopievious  intimation  that  the 
Treasury  would  require  relief.  Such  was  not  the 
case.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  Secreta- 
ry had  again  and  again  called  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  fact,  and  asked  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  would  afford  relief.  But  no  attention 
was  paid  to  the  warning;  a  deaf  ear  was  tamed  to 
every  lemonstrance,  and  the  Secretary  had  to  f  9 
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through  the  year  as  well  as  he  could.   8uch  charge, 
therefore,  were  unfair  and  unjust. 

An  a  matter  of  justice  to  the  Secretary,  Mr.  V. 
read  the  following  extract  from  the  annual  report, 
to  show  that  the  attention  of  Congress  had  been 
again  called  to  the  matter  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  sessiont 

"It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  though,  an 
der  either  of  these  arrangements,  enough  might  be 
obtained  within  the  whole  of  1841  for  the  objects 
contemplated,  yet  not  a  dne  or  sufficient  proportion 
in  the  first  quarter,  because  by  that  time  all  the 
measures  are  not  likely  to  go  into  fall  operation, 
nor  much  of  the  anticipated  increase  to  happen  in 
the  actual  receipts  of  duties  under  existing  laws. 
Unnsually  heavy  expenses  will  also  fall  on  that 
quarter  in  the  next  year.  In  addition  to  a  full  por- 
tion of  most  of  the  current  expenses,  and  the 
whole  peasion  payments  for  the  first  half  of  the 
year,  aad  one-third  of  a  million,  or  mere,  for  all 
the  annual  fishing  bounties,  there  will  be  imposed 
on  it  most  of  the  charges  for  the  whole  year  con- 
nected with  the  session  of  Congress  and  private 
bills,  as  well  as  large  payments  for  taking  the  cen- 
sus, and  fer  the  first  instalment  of  the  debt  of  this 
District;  several  of  them  as  early  even  as  the  first 
day  o?  January. 

t4From  these  circumstances,  and  the  considera- 
tions that  all  which  is  due  from  the  banks  may  not 
be  then  paid,  and  that  the  balance  in  the  Treasury, 
under  the  policy  adopted  by  Congress  of  late  years, 
will  of  necessity  be  email,  while  the  fluctuations 
and  inequalities  are  very  great  between  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  in  different  portions  of  the  year, 
to  which  we  are  constantly  exposed  from  causes 
that  have  on  former  occasions  been  explained  at 
length,  it  must  be  obvious  that  entire  safely  re- 
quires a.  conditional  power  to  be  seasonably  confer- 
red on  the  Executive  to  obtain  at  any  time  within 
1841  such  subsidiary  means  as  may  be  needed  for 
a  few  months,  and  as  may  be  sufficient  to  enable 
the  Treasury  punctually  to  discharge,  during  that 
year,  all  the  liabilities  imposed  by  Congress." 

How,  then,  could  the  gentleman  say  that  no  inti- 
mation had  been  given  that  the  Treasury  would  re- 
quire relief? 

Mr.  V.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  glaring  in- 
consistencies of  those  members  of  the  Opposition 
who  bad  spoken  on  the  bill.  One  contended  that 
the  amount  asked  for  was  extravagant!  while 
another  would  contend  that  it  was  not  enough. 
What  answer  could  be  given  when  such  inconsis- 
tencies were  exhibited — when  hot  and  cold  weie 
blown  in  the  same  breath. 

After  some  further  remarks  on  this  head,  Mr. 
V.  observed  that  a  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had 
pronounced  the  Administration  as  a  "niggardly" 
Administration.  Also,  that  the  Administration 
coming  into  power  was  the  first  one  that  had  to  de- 
pend on  the  Administration  going  out  for  its  suste- 
nance during  the  year.  As  for  the  charge  of  being 
"niggardly,"  said  Mr.  V.  we  ar*  too  deeply  im- 
pressed with  th«  wants  of  the  coming  Ad- 
ministration to  be  niggardly.  But  however 
large  might  be  the  sum  appropriated,  it 
would  not  be  near  tuflicieat  to  satisfy  the 
swarm  of  lean,  lank,  ravenous  expectant*,  tho 
were  hastening  onwards.  But  although  it  was  es- 
sential that  a  supply  to  the  coming  Administration 
should  be  -made  with  liberality,  yet  it  would  not  do 
to  act  with  prodigality.  When  young  men^come 
into  possession  of  their  esraen,  it  was  proper  that 
they  should  be  restrained  in  the  spending  of  their 
money  at  first,  otherwise  they  would  run  into  ex- 
travagant expenditures,  which  would  soon  prove 
ruinous. 

So,  while  some  gentlemen  were  denouncing  the 
present  Administration  for  extravagance,  here  was 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  complaining  that 
the  appropriations  were  "niggardly."  It  was  a 
great  pity,  observed  Mr.  V.  that  the  gentlemen  did 
not  take  the  precaution  to  examine  eaeho<ber's 
briefs,  before  they  commenced  the  attack,  and  were 
guilty  of  such  discrepancies,  and  palmed  them 
upon  the  House. 

The  great  end  aimed  at  by  all  was  to  show  there 
was  a  great  dtbt,  although  they  alt  travelled  by 
different  roads  to  attain  that  end.  Ha  (Mr.  V.) 
was  at  first  embarrassed  to  know  what  could  be  the 


object  of  those  gentlemen,  in  their  great  anxiety  to 
show  the  exigence  of  a  debt.  But  he  generally, 
found  it  the  case  that  our  wishes  go  band  in  hand 
with  our  aniiettes;  and  he  now  saw  clearly  the  ob- 
jects aimej}  at  in  the  attempt  to  prove  the  existence 
ef  a  debt,  viz:  a  National  Bank,  and  an  extra  ses- 
sion. Gentlemen  well  knew  that  they  could*  never 
succeed  in  establishing, a  National  Bank,  unless 
Government  should  put  its  shoulder  to  the  wheel; 
so  there  must  be  a  national  stockholder  and  a  na- 
tional debt. 

As  for  expecting  to  fill  up  the  capital  of  such  an 
institution  from  the  capitalists  of  the  United  Slates, 
it  was  fallacious.  The  distress  in  the  money  mar- 
ket forbade  the  idea.  Where  was  the  capital  to  be 
piocored?  Would  foreign  capitalists  come  for- 
ward? No:  for  the  suspensions,  the  revulsions,  and 
reverses,  presented  a  spectacle  that  would  destroy 
the  confidence  of  such  men.  Besides,  what  in- 
ducement could  foreign  capitalists  have  to  invest 
n  the  stocks  of  an  institution  under  the  control  of 
irresponsible  individuals,  when  they  could  purchase 
stocks  of  the  States,  where  the  faith  of  the  States 
was  pledged  for  their  redemption. 

But  if  they  could  get  a  national  debt,  and  a  char- 
ter for  a  National  Bank  from  Congress,  the  diffi- 
culty would  be  at  an  end.  Here  was  the  grand 
ecrer. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  V.  observed 
that  it  had  been  gravely  determined  than  an  extra 
session  most  be  called.  The  dominant  party  could 
not  wait  the  due  course  of  time  before  they  came 
into  the  full  fruition  of  their  power,  but  all  the  vi- 
sions which,  for  the  last  six  or  eight  mouths  had 
been  dancing  before  them,  muU  be  realized  without 
delav.  The  sub-Treasury  law  was  to  be  repealed, 
and  the  money  of  the  people  taken  from  under  the 
power  of  the  law  and  placed  under  the  control  of 
the  dominant  party. 

After  adverting  to  the  warnings  of  Mr.  Wrsn 
on  the  subject  of  calling  an  extra  session,  Mr.  V. 
observed  that  if  he  were  acting  merely  as  a  party 
man,  he  cou'd  desire  nothing  better  than  an  extra 
session,  for  nching  could  be  more  adverse  to  the 
party  coming  into  power.  He  then  proceeded  to 
show  what  they  would  have  to  expect  from  the 
disappointed,  who  would  be  by  far  more  numerous 
than  the  appointed.  Also  how  g»n<leman  would 
be  compelled  to  show  their  h>  nds,  for  then  they 
could  no  longer  play  Gentral  Mom.  To  call  an 
extra  session  some  fivt  or  six  week*  after  General 
Harrison  had  been  summoned  from  his  log  cabin 
into  a  palace,  weold  be  to  that  party  an  event,  by 
no  means  pleasant  in  its  consequences. 

Mr.  V.  then  showed  how  the  non-committalism 
of  General  Harrison  previous  to  his  election  could 
then  be  kept  up  no  longer.  He  asked  how  could 
it  be  expected  that  the  Northern  Whig  who  had 
voted  fur  Harrison  as  a  friend  to  Abolition,  would 
agree  with  the  Southern  Whig  who  had  voted  for 
him  under  a  contrary  impressicn. 

But  now  it  did  not  appear  to  be  understood  by  tbe 
Opposition,  what  the  principles  of  General  Harri- 
son were,  for  gentlemen  of  tbe  same  kidney  were 
all  qnarrelling  on  the  subject. 

After  some  other  remarks,  Mr.  V.  went  on  to 
examine  some  of  the  grounds  that  gentlemen  of  tbe 
Opposition  had  taken  to  prove  that  the  Government 
was  in  debt. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Tork  [Mr.  Bin- 
ward]  bad  assumed  a  position  that  the  amopnt 
of  indebtedness  was  forty  millions;  oth  *r  gentle- 
men had  each  come  to  different  conclusions. 
Now  he  (Mr.  V.)  coold  not  account  for  such 
strange  inconsistencies,  other  than  by  supposing 
he  existence  of  an  hallucination  of  mind  on 
this  subject.  He  trusted,  however,  to  show,  that 
this  debt  had  no  other  foundation  than  in  the  ima- 
gination of  tho;e  gentlem-n.  But  he  started  with 
this  proposition,  viz.  that  it  was  not  enough  to 
show  we  owed  a  national  debt,  but  that  a  debt  was 
chargeable  upon  the  year  for  which  they  now  pro- 
posed to  make  provision. 

In  December,  1841,  the  Opposition  would 
have  the  whole  Government  in  their  possession, 
with  all  its  resources,  and  then  they  wools'  be  able 
to  make  provision  for  themselves.  But  until  then 
it  was  the  dutv  of  the  present  Administration  to 


make  suitable  provision.    That  was  a  duty  they 
owed  to  the  country. 

Now,  if  the  items  referred  to  by  gentlemen  an 
composing  the  debt,  were  not  chargeable  in  1641, 
why  then  was  it  not  preposterous  to  ask  the  present 
Administration  to  make  provision  for  debts  not  vet 
duel 

Mr.  V.  then  went  into  an  examination  of  the  vu- 
rious  items  by  which  Mr.  Babjiard  had  contrived 
to  make  out  his  imaginary  debt  of  forty  millions.  I 
regret  to  say,  said  Mr.  V.  that  my  colleague  is  a 
much  bet  er  poet  than  arithmetician;  but  let  us  see 
how  he  undertakes  to  make  out  a  debt  of  forty  mil- 
lions chargeable  upon  the  year  1841. 

In  tbe  first  place,  that  gentleman  had  charged 
the  whole  principal  of  the  debt  assumed  by  Con- 
gress for  the  District  of  Columbia  to  certain  citizens 
abroad,  amounting  to  one  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars.  Now,  what  did  me  Secretary  say  on  ail 
subject: 

"But  it  will  be  recollected  that  Congress,  bv  an 
act  passed  in  May,  1836,  engaged,  under  special 
conditions,  to  make  payment  of  a  debt  due,from  the 
cities  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  certain  indivi- 
duals abroad. 

"The  principal  amounted  to  #1,500,000,  and 
to  be  paid  in  yearly  instalments  of  |60,000  e 
beginning  the  1st  of  January,  1841.  But  the  in- 
terest was  payable  quarterly,  and,  daring  the  last 
four  years,  has  been  regularly  discharged  by  tbe 
Treasury. 

"Within  the  present  year,  notice  has  been  received 
from  the  agent  of  the  creditors  that  payment  of  the 
first  and  subsequent  ins'alments  of  the  principal  ss 
desired  to  be  made,  when  due,  with  punctuality. 
To  insure  a  compliance  with  thai  wish,  it  will  be 
necessary,  besides  meeting  the  interest  quarterly,  to 
advance  1 60,000  of  the  principal  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  ensuing  year;  and  the  residue  must  be 
paid,  in  like  amounts  annually  hereafter,  till  the 
whole  is  discharged." 

Now  here  it  appeared  that  but  f 60,000,  win  the 
interest,  would  be  required  for  tbe  present  year  for 
that  debt,  and  yet  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  set  down  the  wholesum,  viz:  a  million  end*  a#{f» 
as  chargeable  upon  this  year. 

This  was  the  first  specimen,  and  he  would  show 
that  it  was  the  name  throughout  the  whole  esti- 
mates. 

Mr.  V.  then,  at  great  length,  went  into  an  exami- 
nation of  other  items,  on  ahtch  Mr.  Biutaan  had 
relied  to  make  out  his  debt  of  forty  millions,  all  of 
which  he  showed  were  without  foundation. 

He  then,  with  keen  sarcasm,  replied  to*  the  loose 
charges  made  by  Messrs.  Bell,  Thompson,  Evure, 
and  others  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
and  having  concluded  bis  remarks, 

Mr.  TRIPLET  T  then  obtained  the  floor. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  committee  rise, 
which  prevailed;  and  the  committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  submitted  the  following,  which 
he  desired  might  be  read  for  information: 

Whereas,  the  bill  of  (his  House,  (No.  298,)  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authcr'ze  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes,"  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Wh<.  le 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  18th  day 
of  January  list,  and  has  been  made  under  discus- 
sion to  this  time: 

And  whereas,  much  of  the  indispensable  public 
business  is  yet  to  be  acted  on;  therefore, 

Re$oheiy  That  said  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further,  consideration  of  said  bill,  from 
and  after  the  21  day  of  February  inst.  at  3  0*610011, 
p.m.  unless  the  same  shall  be  reported  to  the 
House  before  that  time;  and  that  said  bill,  with 
such  amendments,  if  any,  as  shall  have  been 
adopted  in  said  committee,  shall  be  thentaktn  up 
in  the  House,  and  be  the  special  oider  until  finally 
disposed  of;  reserving  to  said  committee  the  right, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  to  report  the 
same  sooner  if  the  discussion  shall  terminate. 

Objection  being  made  to  the  reception  to  the  ie« 
solution, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules.  „ 

The  SPEAKER  informed  Mr.  Fitueoas  that, 
as  his  resolution  had  reference  to  the  diepositioa  of 
the  special  order,  which  was  the  subject  actoail 
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before  the  House,  it  did  not  requiie  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  to  consider  it 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  supposed,  then,  that 
Ms  proposition  was  received. 

The  8PEAKBR  replied  that  it  was. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine  asked  the  consent  of  the 
House  to  take  up  Senate  bill  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  apply  th«  amount  due  on 
eerta  n  contracts,  entered  into  with  the  War  De- 
partment, and  Peter  H.  Green  and  Green  and 
boson,  to  the  extinguishment  of  a  demand  due 
to  the  United  Suites  from  William  King  and  Peter 
H.  Green,  and  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  PECK  objected  to  the  moUon,on  the  ground 
that,  should  it  prevail,  it  would  be  giving  the  bill  a 
preference  over  others  which  were  entitled  to  pri- 
ority. 

Tb:  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Tuvsdat,  February  2,  1841. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  resolutions, 
adopt*  1  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  St  Josephs, 
Florida,  ia  favor  of  the  admission  of  Florida  into 
Die  Union;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  a  memorial  of  shipma*. 
ten  and  others  engaged  in  commerce  in  the  city  of 
Nev  York,  against  the  repeal  of  the  pilot  law  of 
1837;  which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  pratted. 

Mr.  WILLIAM3  presented  a  document,  contain- 
ing answers  t>  certain  qneries  propounded  to  ihe 
Code -tor  of  Po.tlaud  on  the  su'ject  of  n<biog 
bounties  and  allowances;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance  and  ordered  to  be 
printed 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le> 
gbJature  of  Michigan,  relative  to  the  completion 
of  Jake  harbors;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  presented  the  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Frreport,  Maine,  praying  tbe  prohibition  of 
in*  domestic  slave  trade;  the  petition  of  the  same 
that  no  new  Sute  be  admitted  into  the  Union  whose 
constitution  tolerate;  slaver);  the  pei'inof  the 
same  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave 
Kaon  in  the  Territory  of  Floiida,  and  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FULTON,  the  motion  to  re- 
ceive ihe  above  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of 
Freeport,  praying  the  recognition  of  Ha>  ti,  and  the 
establishment  of  commercial  relations  therewith, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  the  petition  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  of  the  8taie  of  Ohio,  praying  an  al- 
teration of  the  place  of  holding  the  summer  term  of 
the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Ohio;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUGGLES,  George  W. 
Jones  was  permitted  to  withdraw  his  petition  and 
papers  oa  tbe  files  of  the  Senate. 
COUNTING  TBE  ELECTORAL  VOTES. 
Bir.  PRESTON,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject  of  counting  the  electoral 
voter,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
reacU 

/fcseJse**,  That  the  two  Houses  will  assemble  in 
the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
Wednesday,  tbe  10th  inst.  at  twelve  o'clock,  and 
the  President  of  the  Senate  shall  be  the  piesiding 
officer;  that  one  person  be  appointed  a  teller  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  and  two  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  make  a  list  of  the 
votes  as  they  shall  be  declared;  that  the  result  shall 
be  delivered  to  tbe  President  of  the  Sena'e  who 
shall  announce  the  state  of  the  vote  and  the  persons 
lies  ii  i1  to  the  two  Houses  sssemb'ed  as  aforetaid,- 
which  shall  be  deemed  a  declaration  of  ihe  person* 
elected  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  and,  together  with  a  list  of  votes,  be  entered 
on  the  journals  of  the  two  Houses. 

Toe  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  tbe  Vice  Pre* 
sjxttjrr  was  directed  to  appoint  the  teller  on  tbe  part 
of  the  Senate,  and 

Mr*  PRESTON  was  accordingly  appointed. 
Ml  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  jeftned  the  bill  to  aalhorize 


the  selection  of  school  lands  in  lieu  of  those  grant- 
ed to  the  half-breeds  of  Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isabella  Hill,  widow,  and 
John  Hill,  Elizabeth  Hill,  and  Samuel  Hill,  chil- 
dren and  minor  heirs  at  law  of  Samael  Hill,  de- 
ceased, reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Georgia,  in  favor  of  the  settlement  of  the 
claims  of  her  citizens  for  depredations  by  the  hos- 
tile Creek  Indians;  and 

A  memorial  of  the  same  body  urging  the  pay- 
ment of  tbe  Claim  of  Dennis  Hills,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  on 
the  ground  of  there  being  no  evidence  in  support  of 
the  claims.    The  motion  was  sgreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  Richard  Harris  and  Nimrod  Farrow, 
and 

The  memorial  of  T.  G.  Bradford.  Of  the  latter 
c'aim  Mr.  H.  said  there  was  much  equity  in  it, 
but  the  construction  by  the  Attorney  General 
brought  it  within  the  prohibition  ef  ihe  act  of 
March,  1839-   The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claim*,  reported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief 
of  Robert  H.  Sanders;  which  Was  r^ad,  and  order- 
ed to  a  seconl  reading. 

Tbe  resolution  submitted  some  days  since  by 
Mr.  Portkr,  was  taken  up,  and,  after  some  modifi- 
cations, agreed  to. 

BJLLS  PASSED. 

The  bi'.l  for  the  re:i  f  of  Pierre  Babi  •; 

Tie  bill  for  there i<f  of  George  de  Paisau,  of 
Lnmmna; 

Tue  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Compton,  as- 
signee and  representative  of  Garrigues  F.aujac; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptiste  Comeau; 

The  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptute 
Comeau  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana;  and 

•  The  bill  for  the  telief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Taerese  Malette,  widow  of  Gaspaid  Phiole, 
were  several1  y  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up  and  con- 
sidered a<  in  committee  of  the  whol;,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Nathaniel  Pryor,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Ephraim  D.  Dickson. 

The  bll  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  Strader. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame 
De  Lus4er. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Guidon  S.  Hubbard,  Ro- 
bert A.  Kinzie,  and  otherp. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Francis  A.  Harrison. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Pazton. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  heirs  of  Miguel 
Eslava. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Pierre  Bonbomme. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Wilson;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Colin  Bishop. 
PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the 
public  lands  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the 
same,  and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  was  taken  up, 
the  question  being  as  follows: 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN]  had  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion: 

Raolced,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  tho  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  with  instructions  to  report  amenJmenta  thereto, 
to  the  following  effect:  ^ 

1.  To  distribute  the  proceeds  of  tbe  sales  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  seven!  States  of  the  Union,  in  just  and  equitable 
proportions. 

2.  To  grant  to  actual  bona  fide  settlers  upon  the  public  lands 
the  right  or  pre-emption  to  any  quantity  thereof,  not  exceeding 
one  hair  section  of  320  acre*,  including  the  place  or  settlement, 
at  the  minimum  price  of  el  25  per  acre,  with  such  provisions 
as  shall  limit  this  right  of  settlomentand  pre-emption  to  actual 
bona  fide  settlers,  whose  estates,  at  the  time  of  settlement,  shall 
not  exceed  the  value  of  •  1,000;  and,  furthermore,  wlih  such 
provisions  as  shall  effectually  exclude  the  wealthier  speculators 
from  all  benefit  uoderthialaw,  and  shall  prevent  them  from  in- 
terlering  with,  or  participating  lu,  the  privilege  and  right  of  set- 
tlement and  pre-emption,  which  are  hereby  granted  and  intend- 
sd  for  the  sole  advantage  of  the  needy  and  honest  settlers  and 
cultivators  of  the  soil. 

Mr.  YOUNG  had  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Crit- 
tsndbn1*  motion  bj  substituting  U*e  following: 


A  provision  to  dispose  of  the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of 
the  new  States,  to  the  following  effect: 

That  all  the  public  lands  within  the  States  of  Alabama,  Mb- 
sissippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio, 
and  Michigan,  with  the  exceptions  of  the  sites  of  fortifications, 
navy  and  dock  yards,  arsenals,  magaeines,  and  all  other  publi* 
buildings,  shall,  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty  two,  be  disposed  or  to  tbe  States  within  tbe  limits  of 
which  they  are  respectively  situated,  they  having  previously 
complied  with  the  following  conditions: 

First.  That  the  said  States  shall  severally  pass  acta,  to  bo 
irrevocable,  that  they  will  monthly,  as  the  sales  of  the  said  lands 
shall  progress,  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
most  convenient  places  of  deposite,  and  to  such  officer  as  may 
be  appointed  to  receive  tbe  same,  sixty-five  par  cent,  on  tho 
gross  amount  of  the  sales  of  such  lands,  including,  under  sales, 
grants,  and  donations  by  the  States,  estimating  the  lands  at  the 
selling  price  at  the  time  of  the  grantor  donation,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  February  of  each  succeeding  year. 

Secondly.  That  the  minimum  price,  as  now  fixed  by  law,  shall 
remain  unchanged  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  aforesaid}  but, 
after  that  period,  the  price  may  be  reduced  by  the  States  re- 
spectively, according  to  the  following  scaler  all  lands  theretofore 
offered  at  public  sale,  and  then  remaining  unsold  ten  years  or 
upward,  preceding  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  aforesaid,  may  be 
reduced  by  said  States  to  a  price  not  lees  'ban  one  dollar  per 
acre;  and  all  lands  that  may  have  been  offered  at  public  sale, 
and  remaining  unsold  fifteen  yeais  or  upward,  preceding  the 
said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty -two,  may 
thereafter  be  reduced  by  said  States  to  a  price  not  less  than 
seventy  five  cents  per  acre;  and  all  lands  that  may  have  been  of- 
fered at  public  rile,  and  remaining  unsold  twenty  years  or  up- 
ward, preceding  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-two,  may  then  be  reduced  by  said  &ates  to  a  price  not 
less  than  fifty  cents  per  acre;  and  -all  lands  that  may  have  been 
offered  at  public  sale,  and  remaining  unsold  twenty  five  years  or 
upward,  preceding  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-two,  may  thereafter  be  reduced  by  said  States  to 
a  price  not  less  than  twenty-five  cents  per  acre}  and  all  1  mds  that 
may  have  been  offered  at  public  sale,  and  remaining  unsold 
thirty  yearsor  upward,  preceding  tbe  said  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty  two,  shall  be  ceded  immediately  to 
the  Slates  In  which  said  lands  are  situate:  Provided,  That  aJI 
land*  which  shall  remain  unsold  after  having  been  offered  at 
public  a -il«  for  ten  years,  and  which  do  not  come  under  the 
above  provisions,  shall  b«i  subject  to  the  provisions oi  pre-emp-  » 
tion,  giaduation,  and  disposition  aforesaid,  at  (lie  respective 
period*  of  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  twenty- five,  *nd  thirty  years, 
after  said  sale,  commencing  from  the  expiration  of  ten  years 
after  the  same  hail  been  offered  at  public  sale. 

1  hlrdly.  That  the  la.ids  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  legal  sub- 
divisions in  the  sale  and  survey  as  is  now  provided  by  law,  re* 
serving  for  each  township  and  fractional  township  the  sixteenth 
section,  or  thesubslituie,  for  the  use  of  schools,  as  heretofore  pro- 
vided by  law;  and  the  land  not  yet  offered  for  sale,  shall  be  first 
offered  by  the  State  at  public  auction,  except  in  cases  of  pre- 
emption, and  be  sold  for  cash  only,  in  the  manner  now  provided 
by  law.  And  any  land  now  or  hereafter  remaining  unsold  after 
the  same  shall  have  been  offered  at  sale  at  public  auction,  shall 
be  subject  to  entry  for  cash  only,  according  to  the  graduation 
which  may  be  fixed  by  the  States  respectively,  under  the  ptovi- 
sions  of  this  act;  and  thai  the  ar/n  of  Congress  which  may  be  in 
force  at  the  time  of  assenting  to  thU  act  shall  remain  unchanged, 
oxcept  as  modified  by  this  act,  unless  with  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress: Provided,  That  any  of  said  lands  may,  after  they  shall 
nave  become  subject  to  private  entry,  be  sold  at  the  option  of 
the  purchaser,  in  quarter  quarter  sections,  without  any  limita- 
tion whatever. 

Fourth.  This  disposition  of  the  public  lands,  together  with 
the  portion  of  the  sales  to  be  retained  by  the  States  resrective- 
ly,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,shall  be  in  full  of  the  five  per 
cent,  fund,  or  any  part  thereof,  not  already  accrued  to  any  State; 
and  the  said  State  shall  be  exclusively  liable  for  all  charges 
that  may  herf  after  ariso  from  the  surveys,  sales,  and  manage- 
ment of  the  public  lands,  and  extinguishment  of  Indian  title 
within  the  limisof  said  States,  respectively. 

Fifth.  That,  on  a  failure  to  comply  with  any  of  the  above 
conditions,  or  a  violation  of  the  same,  on  the  part  of  any  of  the 
said  States,  the  cession  herein  made  to  the  State  failing  to  com- 
pi  y  with  or  violating  said  conditions,  shall  be  thereby  rendered 
null  and  void;  and  all  grants  or  titles  thereafter  made  by  said 
State,  for  any  portion'of  the  public  lands  within  the  limits,  of 
the  same,  ceded  by  this  act,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  declared  to 
be,  null  and  v  id,  and  of  no  effect  whatever. 

Bbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  upon  every  reduc- 
tion in  the  prices  of  said  lands,  which  shall  take  place  by  the 
graduating  process  of  this  bill,  the  Legislatures  of  the  several/ 
Stales  in  which  the  lands  are  situated  shall,  at  their  discretion, 
have  power  to  grant  to  the  respective  occupants  or  settlers  up- 
on any  of  said  lands,  rights  of  preemption  at  such  graduated  or 
roduced  prices;  which  rights  shall  extend  to  a  period  of  ninety 
days  from  and  after  the  dares  at  which  tbe  respective  gradua- 
tions shall  take  place;  and  any  lands  not  taken  up  by  the  respec- 
tive occupants  or  settlers  within  that  period,  shall  be  liable  to- 
be  entered  or  purchased  by  any  other  person,  until  the  next 
f;raduation  or  reduction  in  price  shall  take  place,  when  it  shall,   , 
I  not  previously  purchased,  bo  atfaiu  subject  to  the  right  of  pre- 
emption for  ninety  days,  as  before;  and  so  on,  from  time  to 
time,  ea  said  reductions  snail  take  place. 

Sao.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbatwhonever  the  Pre- . 
sidentof  the  United  States  shall  be  officially  notified  that  any 
of  the  States  aforesaid  his  passed  an  act  in  compliance  with 
the  above  conditions,  it  shall  be  his  duty,  after  the  thirtieth  day 
of  June  aforesaid,  or  forthwith  after  the  passage  of  said  act,  if 
passed  subsequent  to  that  period,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he 
shall  think  proper  to  close  the  land  offices,  including  the  survey- 
ing department,  within  the  limits  of  said  State:  and  that  the 
commissions  of  all  officers  co  netted  therewith  shall  sxpiro  on 
a  day  to  be  fixe-t  by  him,  but  which  day  shall  not  be  beyond  six 
months  after  tbe  thirtieth  day  o.  June  aforesaid,  or,  if  subse-  ■ 
quent thereto,  from  the  day  lie  received  the  official  notification 
of  the  passage  ef  &iid  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  on  such  notification 
being  made,  the  said  State  shall  be  relieved  from  all  com- 
pacts, acts,  ur  ordinances,  impwing  restrictions  on  the  right  of 
said  Suite  to  tar  any  lands  by  her  authority  subsequent  to  the 
sale  thereof,  ceded  by  this  act;  and  all  maps,  tides,  records/ 
books,  docuoynH  and  papers,  in  the  General  Land  Office  at 
Washington,  relative  to  said  lands,  or  duplicates  thereof,  where 
the  original*  cannot  properly  be  transferred,  shall  bt» subject  to  , 
the  order  and  disposition  of  the  Executive  of  said  State,  in 


13* 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


such  manner  u  the  Lagtalature  of  Mid  State*  may  respectirtly 
appoint. 

Abo.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  land*  of  the  United 
Slataa  within  the  linita  of  tho  Stat*  of  Tennaaaeef  with  the  ox* 
captions  enumerated  in  tho  firtt  section  of  thia  act,  ahall  be,  and 
the  eame  are  hereby,  ceded  to  aaid  State. 

{Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  elxtT-fire  per 
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cent,  of  ihe  proceeda  of  the  sales,  hereby  eeenred  to  be  paid  to 
tike  United  State*,  ahall  be  aet  apart  and  exclusively  applied  to 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  nary,  and  the  erection  of  such  ford* 
ficaoooe  for  the  general  defence  of  the  country,  aa  Congraaa 
may  by  law  hereafter  order  and  direct. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
spoke  at  much  length  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Crittenden  and  the  distribution  po- 
licy. 

Mr.  H.  was  followed  in  the  debate  by  Messrs. 
CALHOUN,  WEBSTER,  BENTON,  CLAY  of 
Alabama,  PIERCE,  HENDERSON,  RIVES 
ROANE,  PORTER,  and  CRITTENDEN.  Messrs. 
PIERCE  and  ROANE  slated  that  they  would  Tote 
for  Mr.  Young's  amendment  merely  because  they 
preferred  it  to  that  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  but  that 
they  were  opposed  to  the  passage  of  either  of  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Young's 
amendment,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
ayes  20,  noes  31,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Kins:.  Linn, 
Lumpkin,  M  on  ton,  Nicholas,  Nicholson,  Nor?ell, 
Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Tappan,  Walker, 
and  Young— 20. 

tf  AYS— Messrs.  Bates,  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Hubbard,  Huntington,  Ker,  Knight, 
Manaum,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  Southard,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Wall, 
Webster,  White,  Williams,  and  Wright— 31. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Critten- 
den's motion  to  recommit  with  instructions,  and 
decided  in  the  negative— ayes  22,  nays  29,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bates,  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Gra- 
,  ham,  Huntington,  Ker,  Knight,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Poelps,  Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  South' 
ard,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  and  White— 
22. 

NAYS— Messw,  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Henderson,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Nicholson,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives, 
Reane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut, 
Tappan,  Walkvr,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  and 
Young— 29 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  31, 
nays  19,  as  follow?-. 

YEAS— Messrs.Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bucha- 
nan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Henderson,  Hob- 
bard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Nicholson,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, 
Webster,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— 
31. 

NAYS— Messrs.  i  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham, 
Huntington,  Ker,  Knight,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Phelps,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Ruggles, 
and  Southard— 19 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
the  House  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  then  moved  that  the  Se- 
nate take  up  the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system 
of  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  bad  voted  against  the 
bankrupt  bill  at  the  last  session,  and  might  proba- 
bly feel  compelled  to  do  so  at  the  present;  never- 
theless, if  the  friends  of  the  measure  insisted  on  its 
being  taken  up,  he  would  interpose  no  obstacle  in 
their  way.  But  we  were  now  within  four  weeks 
of  the  termination  of  the  session;  the  bankrupt  bill 
would  give  rise  to  an  extended  discussion, 
and  it  could  not  bt  passed  in  time  to  eive  it 
the  least  chance  oi  passing  in  the  other  House. 
He  therefore  appealed  >.o  the  friends  of  the 
bill  whether  it  was  proper  to  set  aside  all  the 
pressing  business  of  the  session  in  order  to  discuss  a 
measure  which  there  was  no  probability  of  passing ; 
or  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  postpone  the 


consideration  of  the  bankrupt  bill  until  the  spe- 
cial session,  which  it  was  generally  undei stood  was 
to  be  called,  and  to  devote  themselves  to  the  con- 
sideration and  perfecting  of  the  many  bills  now  on 
their  calendar,  and  to  pass  those  measures  which 
the  public  exigencies  demanded. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  here  mpved  an  adjournment, 
and  after  some  discussion,  the  motion  prevailed. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
'Tuesday,  Febrnary  2,  1841. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  asked  the  permission  of  the 
House  to  present  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  relative  to 
the  public  lands  and  the  revenue  of  the  United 
States,  and  moved  that  they  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  printed. 

Mr.  FORNANCE  moved 'to  amend  the  motion 
by  adding  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that  said  com 
mittee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  revising  the  whole  tariff.  And  further,  that  said 
committee  inquire  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to 
increase  the  tariff  in  order  to  raise  sufficient  reve- 
nue to  meet  the  probable  expenses  of  Government 
for  the  year  184  L 

Mr.  JONEJS  of  Virginia  said  that  as  the  motion 
could  only  be  entertained  by  general  consent,  he 
felt  constrained  to  object,  as  there  was  business  of 
great  importance  now  pending  before  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  inquired  what  disposition  had 
been  made  of  the  resolutions? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  thsy  could  only  be 
received  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  then  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules. 

The  SPEAKER  said  there  was  already  a  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules  pending,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving the  resolution  introduced  on  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Fillmore*,  and  that,  when  that  question  was 
takeo,  then  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant  would  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  asked  leave  to  present  a  resolu- 
tion from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  rescind- 
ing the  resolution  of  the  House  passed  on  the  16  h 
of  January,  authorising  the  printing  of  tea  thousand 
extra  copies  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office.  Mr.  L.  said 
he  was  authorized  by  the  committee  to  say  that 
their  impression,  at  that  time,  was  that  the  coloring 
of  the  maps  would  cost  but  three  cents  each— in 
all  batj-wo  or  three  hundred  dollars;  that  it  was  now 
ascertained  that  the  cost  of  coloring  would  amount 
to  |6  240. 

The  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

Resolved*  That  the  resolution  of  the  House,  of 
the  1 6ih  of  January  last,  directing  the  printing  of 
10,000  extra  maps  of  the  annual  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  be  ar- 
rested in  its  further  execution, — so  far  that  no 
more  maps  may  be  printed  under  the  resolution, 
and  no  more  of  the  maps  already  printed,  be  colored 
or  painted: 

And,  on  the  question  being* taken,  the  resolution 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  following  re. 
solutron,  offered  by  him  on  yesterday,  be  now  taken 
up: 

Whereas,  the  bill  of  this  House,  (No.  298,)  en- 
titled "An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
note*,"  was  takei.up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  18th  day 
of  January  last,  and  has  been  made  under  discus- 
sion to  this  time: 

And  whereas,  much  of  the  indispensable  public 
business  h  yet  to  acted  on;  therefore, 

Revolted,  Thai  said  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  said  bill,  from 
and  after  the  3d  day  of  February  inst.  at  3  o'clock, 
p.  m.  unless  the  same  shall  be  reported  to  the 
House  before  that  time;  and  that  said  bill,  with 
auch  amendments,  if  any,  as  shall  have  been 
adopted  in  said  committee,  shall  be  then  taken  up 
in  the  House,  and  be  the  special  order  until  finally 
disposed  of;  reserving  to  said  committee  the  right, 
according  to-the  rules  of  the  House,  to  report  the 
same  sooner  if  the  discussion  shall  terminate. 


The  SPEAKER  here  stated  that  he  had  receired 
this  resolution  yesterday,  under  the  impression  that 
it  did  not  require  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  ea* 
tertain  it;  that  uptn  more  mature  reflection  he 
found  he  had  erred,  and  that  it  was  necessar?  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  receive  and  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules;  and 

The  question  was  about  being  taken,  when, 

Mr.  CRABB  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayi; 
which  were  ordered,  and  resulted— yeas  127,  nayi 
40,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  John  W.  Allen, 
Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks,  Blackwell,  Boardmaa, 
Bond,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Borke, 
Sampson  H.  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Carr,  Car- 
roll, Casey,  Clark,  Clifford,  William  R.  Cooper, 
Craig,  Cranston,  Crary,  Crockett,  Davee,  Edward 
Davies,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Deberrr, 
Dickerson,  Doan,  Doe,  Doig,  Earl,  Easuaaa, 
Evans,  Ererett,  Fillmore,  Fine,  Fisher,  Galbraita, 
Gentry,  Gerry,  Giddings,  Goggin,  Goode,  Qrifia, 
Grinnell,  Hall,  Hand,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Hill  of 
North  Carolina,  Hillen,  Hopkins.  Jackson,  Jams, 
Jameson,  Charles  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cart 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kemp* 
shall,  Kille,  Lane,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Lowell, 
Lucas,  McCarty,  McClellan,  McCiure,  Metedith 
Mallory,  Marchand,  Marvin,  Mason,  Mitchell, 
Montanya,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Calvary  Morris, 
Morrow,  Osborne,  Palen,  Parrish,  Panaeoter, 
Paynter,  Peck,  Prentiss,  Profit,  Randall,  Raridea, 
Reed,  Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Jet 
Rogers,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Samuels,  Siuontoa, 
Slade,  Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather,  Sleearod, 
Strong,  Stuart,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Philip  F.  TV* 
mas,  Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  To- 
mnd,Turney,  Underwood,  Peter  J.  Wagner,  Ws> 
terson,  Edward  D.  White,  Wick,  Jared  W.  Wil* 
hams,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Henry  WiUUids, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams—127. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams*  Barnard,  Beime,  Black, 
Briggs,  Brockway,  Calhoun,  Chittenden,  Golef, 
James  Cooper,  Crabb,  Dawson,  Dennis,  Delist, 
Dromgoole,  Fornance,  Gates,  Graham,  Greet, 
Habersham,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Hunt,  Jenifer, 
King,  Francis  Mallory,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Nisbet, 
Pickens,  Rives,  Sergeant,  Shepard,  Truman  South, 
Sumter,  Triplett,  Warren,  Weller,  John  While,  tad 
Lewis  Williams— 40. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  Ksoittiea, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  JQJVBS  moved  that  the  House  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Waple  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  resume  the  consideration  of  the  special  order. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  hoped  that  some  dispositioi 
would  first  be  made  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Leg*- 
lata  re  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  SPEAKER  again  said  that  it  required  (he 
general  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  then  moved  to  suspend  tht 
rules,  and  thereupon  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  withdrawing  his  objec- 
tion, they  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  were  ordered  to  he 
upon  the  table  and  be  printed. 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  JONES,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  CassT 
in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  tht 
bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  five  millions  of  doOaif 
in  Treasury  notes. 

Mr.  TRIPLETT  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  wis 
about  to  commence  his  remarks,  but  gave  way  to 

Mr.  CURTIS,  who  submitted  the  following, 
which  he  gave  notice  he  should,  when  it  would  be 
in  order  to  do  so,  move  as  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  under  consideration: 

Bncno*  2.  Abdbe  it  farther  ematied,  That  when- 
ever proof  shall  be  exhibited,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  loss  orde* 
strucaon  of  any  Treasury  note  issued  under  the 
authority  of  any  act  of  Congress,  it  ahall  beta* 
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fid  for  the  said  Secretary,  upon  receiving  bond, 
with  sufficient  security,  to  indemnify  the  United 
States,  against  any  other  claim  on  account  of  the 
Treasury  note  alleged  to  be  so  lost  or  destroy,^,,  *„ 
pay  the  amount  doe  on  seen  note,  t>  the  person 
who  bad  last,  or  in  whose  possession' it  had  been 
destroyed. 

Mr.  CURTIS  remarked  thai  this  section  was  an 
exact  transcript  of  the  law  of  1819,  authorizing  the 
payment,  in  certain  cases,  on  account  of  Treasury' 
notes,  which  have  been  lost  or  destroyed. 

Mr.  TRIPLETT  then  spoke  at  some  length  in 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Vamdkrpobl  on  yes- 
terday. After  some  preliminary  observations,  Mr. 
T,  proceeded  to  assure  the  committee  that,  under 
the  administration  of  General  Harrison, 

No  trifler  or  deceiver 

Would  be  appelated  a  receiver. 

Also,  under  the  same  Administration,  gentlemen 
might  be  assured  that 

Mo  m*A  addicted  to  gnbbin' 

Would  be  permitted  to  enter  the  log  cabin. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  would  deny  that  there  was  a  soli- 
tary Whig  member  in  the  House,  or  out  of  it,  who 
desired  a  called  session,  unless  they  should  be 
driven  to  it  by  imperative  necessity.  He 
then  went  on  to  show  what,  in  his  opinion,  was 
the  actual  state  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  the  esti- 
mates of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  were  not 
correct.  He  contended  that  the  deficiency  was  not 
temporary,  but  permanent. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks  on  protective  duties 
on  foreign  luxuries, Mr.  T.  alluded  to  the  lobacco  in- 
terest Me  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  while  our 
cotton  was  taxed  in  England  but  33£  per  cent,  the 
tax  on  tobacco  was  eight  hundred  per  cent.  This, 
he  contended,  was  enough  to  arouse  the  blood 
of  any  man  of  the  tobacco  growing  States.  The 
Stales  of  Greece  once  poured  out  their  forces  in  a 
body  upon  Troy  to  avenge  a  single  individual; 
and  ancient)  Rome  once  rose  in  arms  on  account  of 
a  single  citizen;  but  here  were  a  million  and  a  half 
of  our  citizens  interested  in  the  tobacco  question, 
and  no  attention  was  paid  to  their  wrongs. 

Mr.  T.  concluded  by  replying  in  detail  to  the 
arcumen/s  of  Mr.  Wisx  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  COLES  of  Virginia  then  obtained  the  floor, 
and  after  some  preliminary  remarks  in  relation  to 
the  anticipated  measures  of  the  coming  Adminis- 
tration, said  he  would  vote  for  the  bill  because  he 
believed  the  wants  of  the  country  required  it. 

Mr.  C.  adverted  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  vindicated  the  same  from  the 
unfounded  attacks  made  upon  it.  The  expendi- 
tures of  the  year,  it  was  true,  were  founded  on  the 
report  of  the  Secretary;  but  gentlemen  need  raise 
no  objection  on  that  account,  for  the  whole  appro- 
priations, with  the  exception  of  about  a  million, 
were  under  the  control  of  Congress.  These  appro- 
priations they  had  the  power  to  regulate  as  they 
might  think  proper. 

After  showing  that,  if  the  appropriations  were 
kept  within  proper  bounds,  there  would  be  saffi 
dent  means  to  meet  every  demand  during  the  year, 
Mr.  C.  explained  that  the  notes  requhed  now  were 
merely  for  a  temporary  assistance  to  the  Treasury, 
ID  enable  it  to  anticipate  the  receipts;  and  that  a  per- 
manent deficiency,  as  some  gentlemen  endeavored 
to  make  out,  would  not  necessarily  be  the  cae. 

He  then  defended  the  emission  of  Treasury  notes 
as  in  strict  conformity  to  the  Constitution. 

Bat  this  mode  of  raising  money  had  been  object- 
ed to  because  it  was  the  easiest  mode.  He  then 
showed  that  this  objeerion  amounted  to  no  more 
than  an  objection  to  dealing  at  the  nearest  store. 

He  considered  that  five*  millions  of  these  notes, 
under  present  circumstances,  were  amply  sufficient 
to  cover  the  inequalities  now  existing  between  the 
fwceipts  and  expenditures;  and  at  the  end  of  the 
y«a\r,  a ntess  be  was  grossly  deceived,  there  would 

a  sufficient  amount  in  the  Treasury  to  redeem 


Mr*  C.  then,  at  some  length,  exposed  the  falla- 
argnments  of  those  gentlemen  who  had  at- 
"  to  prove  the  existence  of  a  national  debt, 
would  find  that  there  was  no  debt  authorized 
fcr  law;  and  if  there  was  to  be  a  debt,  it  must  de- 
ad on  the  future  action  of  Congress. 
Mr.  C.  then  spoke  at  some  length  in  relation  to 


the  tobacco  interest  of  this  country,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  the  protection  of  that  interest. 

The  remark  of  Mr.  C.  will  appear  hef eafter. 

Mr.  BLACK  said,  that  he  would  not  have  risen 
to  speak  on  the  subject,  if  the  merits  of  the  bill  bad 
been  kept  before  the  House;  in  relation  to  the 
adoption  of  which,  he  presumed  no  man  doubted 
the  necessity.  But  there  were  other  topics  connect- 
ed with  this  subject,  and  had  grown  out  of  it.  They 
were  important  to  the  people  who  sent  him  here. 
He  did  not,  however,  speak  so  much  as  a  Represen- 
tative, as  one  of  the  sovereign  peop?e  of  Georgia. 
Hi* -representative  capacity  was  /an  expiring, 
and,  in  a  few  days  more,  all  the  trappings  of  of- 
fice would  be  taken  from  him.  He  would  then  so 
back  to  Georgia  and  mingle  with  the  people  who 
sent  him  here.  But  while  here,  he  had  the  double 
right  to  speak,  not  only  in  his  representative  capa- 
city, but  as  one  of  the  people. 

Mr.  B.  after  some  remarks  in  relation  to  his  own 
Stale,  alluded  to  a  pictorial  representation  of  him- 
self, and  some  of  his  colleagues  from  Georgia, 
which  was  exhibiting,  and  for  sale  in  the  stores  on 
the  avenue.  The  idea  sought  to  be  conveyed  by 
that  pictorial  representation,  Mr.  B.  pronounced  as 
a  bass  slander,  both  in  its  conception  and  exe- 
cution. 

He  then  alluded  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Vander- 
poxl  on  yesterday,  and  said  that,  although  that 
speech  gave  him  great  pleasure,  yet  there  was  one 
portion  of  it  for  which  he  had  to  express  his  re- 
gret. The  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  inti- 
mate that  as  so  much  had  been  said  about  the  in- 
terests of  the  South,  he  supposed  that  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  would,  alter  a  while,  be  consi- 
dered as  mere  colonies. 

Bat,  Mr.  B.  said  what  would  all  the  Taunted  com- 
merce of  the  North  and  East  be  without  our  South- 
em  product— our  cotton.  If  it  were  not  for  the 
cotton  of  the  South,  how  could  the  North  freight 
their  ships.  Wduld  tbey  load  them  with  onions, 
apples,  and  wooden  nutmegs?  No,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  cotton,  their  boasted  commerce  would  fall  at 
once.  Mr.  B.  merely  referred  to  this  as  an  answer 
to  what  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  said; 
but  be  thought  it  was  impolitic  and  useless  to  insti- 
tute such  comparisons. 

After  adverting  to  the  singular  discrepancies  be- 
tween the  statements  of  Messrs.  Barnard,  Evans, 
Bbix,  and  others  of  the  Opposition,  who  had  un- 
dertaken to  abuse  the  Admistration  as  extravagant, 
Mr.  B.  said  he  would  take  his  ground  on  this 
broad  fact,  which  he  commended  to  the  especial 
notice  of  Southern  men.  He  asserted  that  since 
Mr.  Van  Buren  had  been  in  power,  he  had,  with  a 
decreasing  revenue,  and  an  increasing  country,  re- 
duced the  expenditures  of  the  Government  nearly 
ten  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  prove  this  by  reference 
to  authentic  documents:  after  which,  in  a  very  se- 
vere manner,  he  animadverted  on  the  conduct  of 
those  gentlemen  who  had  charged  the  Administra- 
tion with  extravagance. 

He  showed  that  the  extraordinary  expenditures 
of  the  Florida  war,  the  public  buildings,  the  remo- 
val of  the  Indians,  the  pensions,  had  all  been 
charged  upon  the  present  Administration  as  ordi- 
nary expenses;  and  vet,  notwithstanding  all  these 
disadvantages,  Mr.  Van  Buren  bad  managed  to  re- 
duce the  expenditures  nearly  ten  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  B.  men  gave  his  views  on  the  tariff,  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  other  subjects  broached  by  the 
speakers  of  the  Opposition.  And  having  con- 
cluded, 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  the  committee 
rise;  which  prevailed. 

But  no  quorum  voting,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  that  fact  to  the  House. 

Mr.  ALFORD  moved  that  the  House  again  go 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  that  the  House  be  counted 
to  see  whether  a  quorum  was  present;  and 

On  counting  the  House,  the  SPEAKER  declared 
that  there  were  sixty  members  present. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  House  new  ad- 
journ. 

On  that  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  27,  nays  96. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 


The  committee  appointed  on  Saturday  last  to  as- 
certain and  report  a  mode  of  examining  and  count- 
ing the  vote3  for  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  consists,  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  of  Mr.  Cushing,  Mr.  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  Gbangsr,  Mr.  Dawson,  and  Mr.  Athbrton; 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  of  Mr.  Prist©*,  Mr.  Hub- 
bard, and  Mr.  Huntington. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  February  3, 1841. 

The  VrCE  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to 
the  survey,  to  ascertain  and  designate  the  boundary 
line  between  the  State  of  Michigan  and  the  Terri- 
tory of  Wiskonsan;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Abo,  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
showing  the  operations  of  the  Patent  Office  during 
the  year  1840;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  remonstrance  from  a 
large  number  of  citizens  of  Seneca,  New  Yoik,  in 
opposition  to  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  W.  alio  presented  a  memorial  of  the  pilots 
of  the  port  of  New  York,  praying  for  a  repeal  of 
the  pilot  law  of  1837;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  eleven  memorials 
of  saddlers  and  harness  makers  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  foreign  sad- 
dlery and  harness;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  presented  the  memorial  of  cer- 
tain manufacturers  and  mechanics  of  the  United 
States,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  securi- 
ty of  the  rights  of  the  proprietors  of  designs  and 
patent^;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent 
Office. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  petition  of  thirty- four 
citizens  of  Perry  county,  Ohio,  praying  the  passage 
of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  altf  r  the  place  of 
holding  one  ef  the  terms  of  the  Circuit  and  District 
Courts  in  Ohio;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  granting 
to  the  couoty  of  Johnson,  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa, 
the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  land  for  a 
seat  of  justice  for  said  county,  and  repealing  the 
recond  section  of  an  act,  approved  the  3d  March, 
1839,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  donation  of  land 
to  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing pnblie  buildings  thereon,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  STURGEON,  from  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Claims,  to  which  was  referred  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Captain  Wil- 
liam Williams,  late  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
deceased,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office,  reported  a  b.ll  to  amhorize  the  Post- 
master General  to  settle  the  claims  of  William 
Neil  and  Co.  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  se- 
sond  reading. 

Mr.  LINN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  grant- 
ing a  pre  emption  right  to  Enech  Evans;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be 
instructed  to  inquire  the  expediency  of  granting  a 
pension  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Captain  Davis  of 
the  3d  artillery,  who  died  kin  consequence  of  sick} 
ness  and  exposure  in  his  endeavors  to  perform  duty 
in  the  late  gallant  expedition  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Harney,  through  the  Everglades  in  Florida. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and,  with  accom- 
panying documents,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ' 
Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the  Com-' 
mittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  was  int 
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stracted  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  mail  route  from  Bridge ville,  by  way  of  Pair- 
field,  in  Picket  c  only,  Alabama,  to  Macon,  in 
Noxubee  county,  Mississippi. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  said  be  was  imtructed  by  the 
Committee  on- the  Post  Office  end  Post  Roads  to 
move  that  2500  copies  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Plitt  up- 
on the  administration  of  the  post  offices  in  the  dif- 
ferent kingdoms  of  Europe,  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  an  extended  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  ROBINSON,  TAPPAN,  CRIT- 
TENDEN, BUCHANAN,  PRESTON,  LINN, 
HUNTINGTON,  8 WITH  of  Connecticut,  CAL- 
HOUN, KNIGHT,  and  LUMPKIN,  participated. 
The  controverted  point  in  the  discussion  was  ihe 
authority  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  depute  an 
agent  to  Europe,  which  was  answered  by  the  pro* 
(taction  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  requiring  him 
to  collect  informati  in  which  could  not  otherwise  be 
procured.  Most  of  the  Senators  bore  strong  testi- 
mony to  the  ability  and  value  of  the  report  of  Mr. 
Plitt,  and  the  faithfulness  with  whieh  he  bad  per- 
formed the  duties  confided  to  him.  The  resolution 
to  print  wai  agreed  to. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and 
passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  egal  representatives 
of  Nathaniel  Pryor,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  D.  Dickson. 

The  bill  for  the  reiief  of  J.  M.  Sirader. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heir 3  of  Madame 
De  Lusser. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gordon  S.  Hubbard,  Ro- 
bert A  Kinzie,  and  others. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  A.  Harrison. 

The  bill  for  the  rel  ef  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel 
felava. ' 

-    The  bill  for  the  relief  ot  the  legal  representatives 
of  Pierre  Bonhomme. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Wilson,  and 

Toe  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Colin  Bishop. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  PRENTISS,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  McNeil  was  taken  up,  considered  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  read  in*. 

GENERAL  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  that  the  considera- 
tion of  the  special  orders  be  po.tpontd,  »nd  that 
the  Senate  proceed  to  consider  the  bill  establishing 
a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy,  which,  after 
some  discussion,  was  agreed  to, with  an  understand- 
ing that  it  would  be  taken  up  to  morrow  at  one 
o'clock. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  the  Senate  went  into 
the  consideration  of  Executive  business, 

And  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wednesday,  February  3,  184 1. 

Mr.  CUSH1NG  said  he  was  instructed  by  the 
joint  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  votes  for 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  notify  the  peisons  elected  of  their  election, 
to  ask  that  the  House  concur  in  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  two  houses  will  assemble  in 
the  chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
Wednesday,  the  10th  of  February,  at  12  o'clock, 
and  the  President  of  the  Senate  shall  be  presiding 
officer;  that  one  person  be  appointed  a  teller  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  two  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  make  a  list  of  the 
votes  as  they  anal!  be  declared;  that  the  result  shall 
be  declared  to  tin  President  of  the  Senate,  who 
shall  announce  the  state  of  the  vote,  and  the  per- 
sons elected,  to  the  two  Houses  as  aforesaid,  which 
shall  be  deemed  a  declaration  of  the  persons  elect- 
ed President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and,  together  with  a  lis  of  voter,  be  entered 
on  the  journals  of  the  two  Houses. 

Tfte  resolution  wis  concurred  in. 

Mr.  LEET  asked  leave  to  present,  and  have  re- 
ferred, the  memorial  of  Benedict  Reynold*,  of 
Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a 
pension.  Objections  being  made,  leave  was  not 
granted. 


Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  moved  'that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
State  of  the  Union,  and  resume  the  consideration 
of  the  special  ordf  r. 

Mr.  STEENROD  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote,  taken  on  yesterday,  by  which  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted: 

Whereas,  the  bill  of  this  House,  (No.  298,)  en- 
titled "An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
note?,"  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  18th  day 
of  January  last,  and  has  been  made  under  discus- 
sion to  this  time: 

And  whereas,  much  of  the  indispensable  public 
business  is  yet  to  be  acted  on;  therefore, 

Raoivid,  That  said  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  said  bill,  from  and 
after  the  Si  day  of  February  tnst.  at  3  o'clock,  p. 
m.  unless  the  same  shall  be  reported  to  the  House 
before  that  time;  and  that  said  bill,  with  such 
amendments,  if  any,  as  shall  have  been  adopted  in 
said  committee,  shall  be  then  taken  up  in  the 
House,  aud  be  the  special  order  until  finally  disposed 
of;  reserving  to  said  committee  the  right,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  the  House,  to  report  the  same 
sooner  if  the  discussion  shall  terminate. 

Mr.  WISE  said  be  hoped  a  vote  on  the  motion 
to  reconsider  would  be  taken,  as  be  had  an  amend- 
ment to  propose,  so  as  to  put  the  coming  Adminis- 
tration on  precisely  the  same  footing  as  the  present 
Admistration,  in  regard  to  the  i»ue  of  Treasury 
notes;  and  he  hoped  the  motion  would  prevail, 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  his  amendment 
to  be  introduced.  The  *ubs'ance  of  th*  amend- 
ment .was  this:  give  the  succeeding  Administration 
the  power,  in  case  there  were  five  millions  outstand- 
ing on  the  4th  of  March,  to  issue  five  millions 
thereafter. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  PECK 
and  L.  WILLIAMS,  the  amendment  was  then 
read,  as  follow;:     , 

Provided,  That  in  case  the  Treasury  notes  out- 
standing and  unredeemed,  issued  under  former 
laws  of  Congress,  added  to  the  amount  of  such 
notes  if  sued  under  the  act  and  actually  expended, 
or  i^sned  to  meet  pay  men  \s  due  and -payable  be/ore 
the  4:h  day  of  March  next,  shall,  on  the  4th  day 
of  March  next,  exceed  the  sum  of  five  mi  I1  ions  of 
dollars,  then  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue,  by 
virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  such  fur  her 
amount  of  the  said  notes  as  will  make  the  whole 
amount  issued  under  this  act  aud  applicable  to 
payments  falling  due  after  the  4d  day  of  March 
next,  the  full  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to  re- 
consider, 

Mr.  DAWSON  raised  a  question  of  order.  It 
was  this:  whether  the  resolution  adopted  on  yester- 
day had  not  become  the  rule  of  the  House?  If  that 
was  the  case,  then  the  House  could  not  change  the 
order. 

Mr.  PECK  inquired  whether  a  majority  could  re- 
consider or  postpone  it. 
Tae  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  WATTERSTON  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  main  question; 
whereupon, 

Mr.  WldE  called  for  the  yeas  and  navs;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  96,  nays  53,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  A I  ford,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Atherton,  Banks,  Bond,  B~>yd,  Sampson  H. 
Butler,  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  Carroll,  Casey, 
Chittenden,  Clifford,  William  R.  Cooper,  Craig, 
Crockett,  Crow,  Curtis,  John  Davis,  Dawson,  De- 
berry,  Dennis,  Doan,  DM$,  E?stman,  Fine, 
Fisher,  Finance,  Galbraitu,  Gates,  Gentry,  Gerry, 
Go? gin,  Granger,  Green,  Griffin,  Habertham,  John 
Hastings,  Hawes,  Holmes,  Jackson,  Jameson, 
Charles  Johnston,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 
Keim,  Kemble,  Kille,  Lane,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lewis, 
Lowell,  Lucas,  McCarty,  McCIHlan,  Francis  Mal- 
lory,  Marchand,  Masoo,  Medill,  MilWr,  Monroe, 
Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Petrikin.  Pxkens, 
Prentiss,  Randen,  Reynolds,  Kidgway,  Rives,  Ed- 
ward Rogers,  James  Rogers,  Samuels,  Sergeant, 
Shepaid,  Albert  Smith,  Thomas  Smith!  Steenrod, 


Stuart,  Sumter,  8wcaringen,  Taliaferro,  Philip  F. 
Thomas,  John  B.  Thompson,  Triplet t,  Peter  J. 
Wacner,  Warren,  Watterson,  Weller,  Edward 
D.  White,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
liams, Lewis  Williams,  and  Wise— 96. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Andrews,  Baker,Beatty,  Board- 
man,  Brewster,  A.  V.  Brown,  Carr,  Chinn,  Clark, 
Connor,  James  Cooper,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Cash- 
ing, Edward  Daviee,  Dickerson,  Doe,  Dromgool*, 
Earl,  Everett,  Giddings,  Hall,  Hawkins,  Henry, 
Hill  of  N.  C.  James,  Joseph  Johnson,  Kempshall, 
Lincoln,  Meredith  Mallory,  Montanya,  Moore, 
Morrow,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Parmanter,  Paynter, 
Peck,  Profit,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Simon  ton,  Tru- 
man Smith,  Starkweather,  Sweney,  Toland,  Tnr- 
ney,  Vroom,  John  White,  Henry  Williams,  Jo- 
seph L.  Williams,  and  Christopher  H.  Williams 
—53. 
So  the  rules  were  suspended. 
The  resolution  of  Mr.  FILLMORE  being  bow 
before  the  House, 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  strik- 
ing out  all  after  the  word  "Iteiofoerf,"  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

"That  after  three  o'clock  the  debate  on  the  bill 
shall  cease,  and  the  committee  shall  proeeed  to  vote 
on  the  various  amendment  submitted,  and  te>  be 
submitted,  and  then  report  the  bill,  with  the  amend* 
ments  agreed  to  by  the  committee,  to  the  House." 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  WISE  and 
BRIGGS, 

Mr.  STEENROD,  in  reply  to  a  question  from 
Mr.  CcsHisro,  said  he  did  not  move  for  the  recon- 
sideration for  the  purpose  »f  reopening  the  debate, 
but  merely  to  enable  his  colleague  [Mr.  Wise]  to 
submit  his  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  agreeing  to  Mr. 

Wise's  amendment  to  Mr.  Fillmore's  resolution; 

when 

Mr.  TURNEY  called  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  the  resolution  do 

lie  upon  the  table. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  and  before  any 
question  was  taken, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  inquired  whether  it  would  be 
in  order  for  him  to  withdraw  his  resolution. 
The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative;  and 
Mr.  FILLMORE  then  withdrew  his  resolution. 
Mr.  BLACK  asked  whether  it  would  be  in  order 
to  move  that  both  resolutions  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  SPEAKER  replied  that  one  of  them  had 
been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  MORGAN  inquired  whether  it  would  now 
be  in  order  to  move  to  go  into  a  committee  of  lfa» 
whole. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  a  motion  to  that  effect 
bad  already,  been  made. 

The  question  was  about  being  taken  on  the  mo- 
tion to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when 

Mr.  STEENROD  cal'ed  for  the  yea*  and  nay*; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  92,  nays  81. 
as  follows: 

YEA3— Messsrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Andrew*,  Bar 
ker,   Beatty,  Bell,  Black,   Boardman,   firewater, 
Briggv,  Bynum,  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  Carl*. 
Casey,  Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Connor,  JaoaaV 
Cooper,  Crabb,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cashing,  Garrett 
Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennis,   Detlet,    Doe* 
Dromgoole,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Gates,  Gentry,  Gog- 
gin,   Graham,  GraBger,  Green,  Griffin,  ttrtnneU, 
Habersham,  Hiland  Hall,  Hawes,  Thomas  Henry* 
Hines  Holt,  Francis  James,   D.  Jenifer,  Charirm ' 
Johnston,  Kemble,  Kempshall,  King,  Lane,  Levity 
Lincoln,    McOarty,    Meredith    Mallory,   Franca* 
Mallory,  Marvio,  Mason,  Monroe,  Moore,  Mo*>' 
gan,  Calvary  Morris,  Morrow,  Nisbet,  Osborne* 
Peck,  Proffi\  Randall,  Rariden,  Reed,  Jas.  Rogers*^ 
Russell,  Sergeant,  Simonton,  Slade,  Truman  Ssni  K   '* 
Stuart,  Taliaferro,   Waddy  Thompson,  John 
Thompson,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Peter  J.  Wag 
Warren,  Watterson,    John  White,  Thomaa 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Chris 
H.  Williams-92. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  John  W. 
Atherton,  Banks,  Black  well,  Bond,  Boyd,. 
V.  Brown,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  Carroll,  C 
Clifford,  William  R.  Cooper,   Craig, 
Cross,  Davee,  Edward  Da  vies,  John  Davis, 
Doig,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine,  J 
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SaJoraiih,  Garland,  Giddings,  Hawkins,  Hill  of 
north  Carolina,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Jackson,  Jsme- 
ion,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leonard, 
Lowell,  Loess,  McClellan,  McClnre,  Marcband, 
Medili,  Miller,  Montanya,  8amuel  W.  Mom?, 
Newhard,  Pannenter,  Paynter,  Petrikin,  Prentiss, 
Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Rives*  Edward  Rogers,  Sa- 
Shepard,  Albert  Smith,  Thomas  Smith, 
gather,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Samter,  Swear- 
_.  .  Sweney,  Taylor,  Philip  P.  Thomas,  Ja- 
eob  Thompson,  Turney,  Vroom,  Weller,  fared  W. 
Wflhama,  Henry  Williams,  and  Wise— 81. 

Mr.  WISE  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He  said 
that  the;  House  had,  by  a  voU  of  two-thirds,  adopt- 
ed the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[ftlr.  Rixatoax,]  and  pnt  it  upon  the  journal.  To* 
day  a  motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  resolu- 
tion. It  was  reconsidered;  it  was  part  of  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  and  was  subject  to  amend- 
ment The  Spxakir  decided  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  had  the  right  to  withdraw  ir. 

Tne  8PBAKBR  reminded  Mr.  W.  that  he  should 
have  made  his  point  of  oider  before  the  vote  was 
declared. 

Mr.  WISE  said  be  was  compelled  to  appeal  from 
the  decision  ot  the  Chair;  and  gave  notice  that, 
after  the  committee  came  into  the  House,  he  won  Id 
present  his  point  of  order. 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 
The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  five 
mfllione  of  dollars  in  Treasury  notes.  *      * 

Mr.  WELLER  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  spoke 
at  some  length  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to 
the  objections  urged  against  it. 

After  explaining  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  asked  for  this  tem- 
porary aid,  Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  notice  the  falla- 
cious arguments  of  the  Opposition  in  attempting  to 
prove  the  existence  of  a  national  debt. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  W.  ©barred 
(hat  before  the  election,  theory  was  that  the  Admi- 
nistration was  "txtraragani;"  and  abuse  without 
end  was  poured  oat  upon  it.  But  now  the  cry  was 
suddenly  changed,  and  our  ears  were  assailed  by 
she  charge  of  "mean  parsimony."  By  way  of  il- 
lustration, Mr.  W.  alluded  to  the  elaborate  speech 
of  Mr.  Ogle  in  relation  to  the  President's  furniture, 
which  speech  had  furnished  a  theme  for  all  the 
small  beer  politicians  in  denouncing  the  Adminis- 
tration for  extravagance.  Now,  however,  the 
charge  had  been  entirely  reversed,  and  the  Admi- 
"wi,  instead  of  being  extravagant,  was 
for  "mean,  niggardly  parsimony." 
Mr.  W.  then  gare  his  views  at  some  length  on 
the  pre-emption  bill,  tb«  distribution,  and  gradua* 
turn  system,  cVc  He  afterwards  commented  upon 
the  conflicting  conclusions  to  which  members  of 
the  Oppositicn  had  come,  as  to  the  measures  pro- 
per to  be  adopted.  He  contended  that  this  want  of 
"  iiy  was  conclusive  evidence  that  General 
m  had  not  come  out  and  ann  unced  himself 
Jus  polities.  If  that  individual  had,  as  was 
,  announced  himself,  how  was  it  thai  his 
differed  so  widely  in  their  views?  Mr. 
further  remarks,  which  will  be  given 
in  full. 
Mr.  BRACKEN  RIDGE  then  took  the  floor  in 
to  the  mode  of  relieving  the  Treasury  by 

of  the*©  notes,  and  in  favor  of  a  loan. 

denied  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Whig  parly 

0  hare  a\n  extra  session  of  Congress.  Besides,  that 
within  their  province.  It  was  not  for 
to  say  whe  her  there  should  be  an  extra  see* 
|mm  or  not.  That  was  the  province  of  the  Pre>i- 
Icxtf;  mnd.  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  once  called  an 
sjxm  session,  why  should  not  General  Harrison,  if 
m  jaw  fir,  be  allowed  the  same  privilege?  Bat  he, 
fc.  B.  hoped  there  woold  be  no  reason  for  calling 
H  extra  session.  It  wc  u!d  all  depend,  however, 
[  amount  of  means  appropriated.  He  consi- 
five  millions  as  by  far  too  little,  and  that  at 
•fa  anil  I  ions  ought  to  be  provided. 
_.  MONROE  said,  he  would  take  up  bnt  fif- 

SSAmotes  of  the  time,  inasmuch  as  he  intended 
nJUae?  bis  remarks  to  the  merits  of  the  bill,  in* 
[  ct  discussing  matters  having  no  connection 


with  it.  He  had  no  doubt  but  that  twenty  millions 
of  dollars  could  be  raised  on  Government  bonds  at 
five  per  cenf.  in  a  short  period.  But  that  wonld 
not  suit  the  views  of  the  Administration,  for  they 
had  so  great  a  repugnance  to  any  thing  which  bore 
the  appearance  of  a  debt. 

After  some  further  remarks  in  favor  of  relieving 
the  Treasury  by  means  of  a  loan,  Mr.  M.  pro* 
ceeded  to  dtfi&e  his  position,  and,  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks  on  that  head,  touched  upon  the  tariff 
question  and  the  compromise  act.  He  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  the  Southern  members  could  not 
be  brought  to  agree  on  any  bill  for  a  tariff.  He 
would  venture  to  say  that  if  he  should  give  any 
8omhern  man  a  week  to  prepare  a  tariff  bill,  no 
other  Southern  man  could  be  found  who  would 
agree  to  it 

A  member  here  a*ked  Mr.  M.  whether  the 
Northern  members  could  agree.  » 

Mr.  MONROE  said,  yes  they  coo  Id;  and  their 
being  able  to  agree  was  owing  to  their  common 
school  system.  The  education  Noithern  men  re- 
ceived in  their  common  schools,  taught  them  com- 
mon sense. 

Mr.  M.  was  then  proceeding  in  defining  his  posi- 
tion, when 

Mr.  WISE  asked  htm  if  he  had  received  his 
practical  education  in  the  common  schools. 

Mr.  MONROE  said,  no;  for  he  had  remained 
too  long  in  the  South  to  have  much  practical  edu- 
cation. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  the  advantage  over  some, 
for  he  was  so  fortunate  as  to  gel  his  education  in 
the  North. 

Mr.  MONROE  said  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia bad  the  advantage  of  him,  if  be  was  so  for* 
tunate  as  to  get  an  education  any  where. 

After  some  further  remarks  of  a  humorous  cha- 
racter, Mr.  M.  contended  that  although  there  might 
be  enough  for  the  present  wants  of  Government, 
yet  due  consideration  ought  to  be  had  to  the  state 
of  our  army  and  navy.  It  was  well  known  that 
wo  were  not  in  a  conditioa  to  meet  a  hostile  force; 
and  Congress  would  not  do  its  duty,  unless  it  made 
a  sufficient  appropriation  for  placing  the  army  and 
navy  on  a  proper  footing. 

Mr.  ALFORO  rvgretted  the  necessity  for  his 
rising  io  take  part  in  the  <Vbjte,  but  when  he  saw 
the  conduct  of  his  friends  in  at'emr  ting  to  stamp  the 
coming  Administration  with  features  it  ought  no*  to 
bear,  he  could  not  remain  silent  in  his  seat.  He 
felt  it  his  duty  to  rise  and  say  a  few  words  on  the 
subject,  because  he  differed  honestly  from  hi* 
triends,  and  bad  his  suspicions  as  to  the  course  they 
thought  proper  to  pursue.  Yes,  he  would  assure 
them  that  he  ever  would  act  as  an  honest  man;  and 
they  might  be  avur* d  that,  so  long  as  the  patriotic 
citizens  of  his  State  honored  him  with  a  seat  on  tb*t 
floor,  he  wonld  sp  ak  out  his  sentiments,  and,  to- 
far  as  he  was  able,  do  them  jus'ice. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  re?reied  the  introduction  of  so 
many  topics  hav  ng  no  raarner  of  tc<>nnecuon  with 
the  bill,  which  he  did  not  ca-e  much  wheth  r  it 
passed  or  no*.  Bat  a*  hi>  vole  would  not  turn  the 
scale  either  way,  for  the  sake  of  consistency  he 
might  give  it  against  the  bill.  At  the  same  time, 
however,  he  must  express  his  opinion  that  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  Treasury  imperatively  demanded 
that  something  should  be  done. 

But  he  would  repeat,  that  the  bill  before  them 
hid  been  nearly  Ids  t  sight  of  in  the  debate;  for  no 
sooner  was  it  introduced,  than  the  gentleman  fiom 
New  York  [Mr.  Barnard]  gave  notice  of  bis  in/en* 
tion,  after  o.oving  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause, 
to  introduce  an  amendment  laying  a  tax  on  foreign 
wines,  silks  and  other  articles. 

It  wav  to  this  fact  that  his  attention  had  been 
fixed,  and  his  fears  aroused.  Here  were  suddenly 
developed  the  plan*  of  the  hgh  tariff  party  of  the 
North;  and  all  the  tine  spun  arguments  in  favor  of 
that  dreadful  system  had  been  retailed  on  thefljor, 
no  doubt  long  ago  prepared  m  the  closet,  and 
spun  and  wcvein  the  elegant  manufactures  of  the 
North.  It  was  this  tcheme  of  a  high  tariff  in  dis- 
guise, which  he  complained  of,  and  bo  thought  he 
saw  it  at  the  first  movement  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard  ] 

He,  Mr.  A.  believed  that  coming  events  cast 
their  shadows  before,  and  he  thought  he  could  see 


in  this  movement  of  the  high  tariff  men  of  the 
North,  a  design  to  build  up  the  manufacturing  in* 
terests  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  rights  of  the  South. 
His  friends  most  permit  him  to  give  his  honest 
opinions,  for  honest  he  would  be  in  spite  of  any 
man  or  any  party.  No  party  ever  had  power  to 
crush  bis  opinions. 

Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  show  that  a  tariff  of 
prowion  for  the  manufactures  would  no/  be  the  less 
sensibly  felt  because  it  was  sought  to  be  introduced 
under  the  plausible  and  »peciaus  pretence  of  a  ta- 
riff for  raising  revenue.  He  believed  he  could 
foresee,  under  this  plausible  pretext,  a  detign  to  in* 
troduce  measures  for  a  high  tariff  of  protection, 
and  one  of  the  most  oppressive  character  that  the 
South  could  possibly  bear. 

Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  argue  that  the  attempts 
of  Mes.*r«.  Barnard,  Evans,  Bell,  and  others,  to 
swell  the  expenditures  of  Government,  were  to  fur- 
nish a  pretext  for  a  high  tariff.  The  object  of  those 
gentlemen  was  to  make  the  expenditures  of  Go* 
vernment  as  high  as, possible,  that  there  might  be  a 
plausible  pretext  for  a  high  tariff. 

But  why  should  the  tariff  question  be  agitated 
before  there  is  any  necessity  for  it?  This,  in  his 
opinion,  was  decidedly  the  worst  feature  in  the 
whole  business.  Why  did  gentlemen  expend  such 
nvghty  labor  in  attempting  to  prove  the  existence 
of  an  enormous  debt,  in  order  that  the  American 
people  might  be  persuaded  that  a  high  and  mighty 
tariff  was  necessary? 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Barnard] 
had  attempted  to  prove  the  existence  of  a  necessity 
for  forty  millions,  and  that  it  will  be  necessary  to 
raise  this  forty  millions  by  a  tariff.  But  he,  Mr.  A. 
would  ask  that  gentleman.wbether  he  really  believed 
-himself  in  his  own  calculation?  Was  the  gentle* 
man  really  in  earnest?  Was  that  a  proper  calcula- 
tion for  the  economical  administration  of  General 
Harrison?  The  compromise  act  declared  that  no 
more  tariff  should  be  laid  than  was  sufficient  to 
meet  the  necessities  of  Government;  but  here  the 
high  tariff  men  were  marking  out  an  enormous  Go- 
vernment debt  for  the  purpose  of  raising  an  al- 
nrghty  tariff. 

In  reply  to  a  q nation  from  Mr.  W.  Thompson, 
Mr.  A.  said  he  condemned  the  past  extravagance 
of  the  present  Administration,  but  now  the  election 
had  been  decided,  he  was  not  the  man  to  fight  a 
dead  corpse.  He  was  sure  his  friends  wou'd  not 
suspect  him  of  not  being  friendly  to  Gn*ral  Har- 
rison. I  will  (said  Mr.  A  )  sustain  htm  to  the 
death,  and  do  my  dnty  to  the  South,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  scowling  of  my  Northern  friends.  Yes, 
I  will  support  Harrison.  I  supported  him  when 
he  had  but  few  other  supporters,  and  I  will 
support  him  now.  Were  I  to  do  otherwise,  it 
woold  be  unjust  and  unkind  towards  my  constitu- 
ents, those  noble  fellows  of  GeorgU,  who  took  the 
lead,  and  went  ahead  in  this  business. 

After  some  further  remarks  of  the  above  nature 
Mr.  A.  azain  adverted  to  the  strange  calculations 
of  bis  Northern  friends,  who  had  attempted  to 
prove  the  existence  of  a  great  national  debt  as  a 
pretext  for  a  hich  tariff.  He  begged  them  to  make 
their  calculations  over  again,  and  see  if  the?  were 
not  a  little  mistaken. 

It  was  bis  firm  belief  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  any  tariff  stall  at  this  time  for  raising  revenue. 
Wher»,  then,  was  the  cause  for  the  labored  ar* 
moments  of  gentlemen  to  show  this  necessity  for 
raising  forty  millions.  Was  the  necessity  founded 
in  fact?  No,  it  was  not.  The  whele  of  it  was 
founded  on  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the  Nonh. 
Was  not  that  the  real  and  plain  truth?  Had  not 
the  whole  scheme,  and  the  arguments,  be>n  spun, 
wore,  reeled,  and  dyed  in  the  elegant  manufacto- 
ries of  the  North?  Yes,  they  might  depend 
upon  it,  that  Ahis  whole  scheme  of  showing 
aii  enormous  debt,  was  of  Northern  manufacture. 
Ths  texture  was  beautiful,  bat  he  would  warn  his 
Southern  friends  to  take  need  in  time,  and  not  suf- 
fer themselves  to  be  caught  in  its  fine-spun  web. 
As  for  himself,  they  might  rest  assured  that  he 
would  o<  ver  be  forced  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy. 
Although  he  respected  his  Northern  friends,  and 
gave  them  credit  for  honest  motives,  yet  he  could 
not  surrender  his  judgment  in  matters  where  he 
clearly  foresaw  the  interests  of  the  South  must  suf- 
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for.  He  object  was  to  stand  op  and  to  act  for  the 
South,  ihe  faire»t  portion  of  thj  world,  which  was 
once  blooming  like  the  garden  of  Eden  before  its 
fields  were  destroyed  by  the  oppressive  tariff  law. 

Mr.  A.  then  went  on  to  show  that  this  forty  mil- 
lions was  wanted  by  the  North  for  building  their 
lighthouses,  harbors,  fortifications,  etc.  Not  how- 
ever that  he  was  against  a  proper  display  of  de- 
fence, for  he  believed  that  the  only  way  of  pre 
venting  hostilities  was  to  make  a  show  of  fight. 
He  knew  that  from  experience;  for  he  had  been 
saved  many  a  drubbing  by  an  apparent  willingness 
to  fight. 

Mr.  A.  then  alluded  to  a  former  speech  on  tho 
Canadian  border  troubles,  and  sa>d  that  now,  as 
well  as  then,  he  would  urge  a  proper  dis- 
play of  determination  on  our  part  to  repel 
the  aggression  of  the  Britiih  lion.  If  we 
did  that,  there  would  be  no  fear,  and  if 
ever  the  Britiih  lion  of  Queen  Victoria  should 
come  roaring  to  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  he  would 
there  find  the  American  Eagle  sitting  in  majesty, 
at  the  sight  of  which,  he  would  cast  himself  down 
that  mighty  cataract,  howling  in  despair. 

Mr.  A.  again  repeated  his  warning  to  bis  friends 
of  the  South  in  relation  to  the  tariff  web,  which 
was  thus  weaving  to  catch  them.  Tbey  might  de- 
pend that  this  proposition  for  a  tariff  on  wines  and 
silks  at  this  time  was  a  ruinous  thing. 

Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  contend  that  it  was 
perfectly  just  and  reasonable  to  afford  the  present 
Administration  all  the  assistance  it  required.  As  for 
the  calculations  of  gentlemen  to  show  how  much 
waa  owing,  they  amounted  to  nothing,  for  their 
could  be  no  premises  on  which  to  found  such  cal- 
culations. Time  only  could  show  how  much  was 
owinor.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  asked  on<y  for  five-  million*,  and 
the  Administration  contended  that  this  was  all  they 
needed.  But  there  was  some  difference  between 
this  five  millions,  and  the  fmrtv  millions  sought  to 
be  made  out  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Yok  [Mr. 

BlBMARD.] 

He  (Mr.  A.)  mnst  be  permitted  to  say,  that  he 
did  believe  this  movement  on  the  part  of  his 
Northern  friends,  was  all  a  hoax  to  forestall  the 
coming  Administration,  and  to  say  that  Van  Buren 
went  out  of  power  with  a  debt  of  forty  millions,  to 
show  the  necessity  for  a  high  tariff. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  had 
contended  that  this  forty  millions  mast  be  paid  im- 
mediately by  a  tax  on  wines  and  silks.  Now  ihe 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Indian  Committee 
aooke  like  one  having  authority;  yes,  just  as 
if  the  robes  of  office  were  already  hanging 
from  bis  shoulders.  As  to  that,  he  (Mr.  A.) 
had  not  the  smallest  objection,  for  he  hoped 
his  friend  would  get  an  office.  And,  continued 
Mr.  A.  all  who  are  in  favor  of  that  will  say  "ay." 
[laughter.]  But  according  to  the  statement  of  that 
gentleman,  and  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  tcgeiher,  the  amount  ieqaired  for  the  coming 
Administration  was  swelled  to  a  hundred  and  twenty 
mUliom!  Great  God!  said  Mr.  A.  what  a  si  ate  of 
things!  and  all  to  show  the  necessity  of  a  mighty 
tariff. 

He  then  proceeded  to  express  his  opinion  that 
this  description  of  things  bad  been  meaningly  and 
pnrposely  brought  about  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York;  there  could  be  no  question  of  it.  He 
called  on  his  colleagues  from  Georgia  now  to  re- 
member what  he  had  told  them,  when  this  proposi- 
tion of  the  £f  ntleman  [Mr.  Barnard]  was  first  in- 
troduced, He  had  told  them  that  this  would  open 
the  discussion,  and  what  would  be  the  consequences 
of  it. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  A.  drew  a  glow- 
ing picture  as  to  what  must  be  the  consequences  of 
this  tariff  measure  to  the  South.  Here  was  a  sum 
of  a  hundred  and  twenty  millions  sought  to  be 
proved  as  required  by  the  coming  Administration, 
and  the  means  of  raising  it  was  to  place  a  tax  upon 
luxuries.  He  appealed  to  the  tariff  men  of  1828, 
who  laid  a  tax  upon  the  poor  man's  salt,  his  sugar 
and  molasses,  and  who  ground  his  constituents  into 
the  dust,  as  to  whether  they  were  now  sincere  in 
their  proposition  to  tax  luxuries.  If  they  were  now 
sincere,  he  would  go  with  them  in  what  was  right; 


but  he  must  tell  tbem  that  he  looked  upon  them 
with  a  mspicious  eye. 

After  giving  his  views  in  detail  on  the  policy 
pursued  rowards  towards  the  South  in  relation  to 
the  tariff,  Mr.  A.  said  that  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  exempt  silk  from  taxation;  but  this  was  the 
wrong  time;  it  was  bad  policy  to  introduce  the  sub* 
ject  now. 

The  movers  in  this  matter  knew  very  well  that, 
the  scheme  could  not  be  poshed  through  at  the  pre- 
sent session,  and  if  it  could,  it  would  not  afford  re- 
lief in  time.  What  then  was  the  object?  Why 
it  was  to  forestall  public  opinion — to  show  the 
overwhelming  necessity  of  a  high  tariff,  and  to 
bring  it  down  upon  them  at  the  called  session. 
This  was  true  as  Holy  Writ. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded  to  argue  that  the  proper  course 
would  be  to  leave  the  tariff  question  until  the  regular 
session  of  Congress,  when  the  people  of  the  South 
would  come  up  to  it  like  men,  and  object  to  no 
reasonable  plan  for  raising  revenus  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  Government. 

He  then  referred  to  the  plan  for  a  distribution  of 
the  public  lands,  and  maintained  that  it  was  only  a 
gilded  bait.  It  was  a  plan  to  abstract  some  mil- 
lions from  the  revenue.  It  was  a  secret  pulling  of 
the  wires  by  the  tariff  men  before  General  Harri- 
son came  into  power. 

As  to  the  wants  of  Government,  it  was  bis  opi- 
nion that  the  present  duties  on  imports  would  be 
amply  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  comng 
Administration;  for  the  election  of  Harrison  had 
infused  life  and  confidence  every  where,  and  from 
all  appearances  there  would  be  no  lack  of  means. 

After  adverting  to  several  other  topics,  Mr.  A. 
concluded  by  warning  his  friends  against  a  called 
session.  He  reminded  them  that  a  called  sersion 
was  the  cause  of  the  downfall  of  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
and  he  feared  such  a  course  would  have  the  same 
effect  on  the  fortune  of  General  Harrison. 


IN  SENATE, 

Thursday,  February  4,  1841. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  reply 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  requiring  a  plan  of 
home  valuation  on  goods  impotted,  instead  o(  va- 
luation in  foreign  countries;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  the  petition  of  forty- two 
citifcns  of  Brown  county,  Ohio,  praying  the  pas- 
sage of  a  bankrupt  law,  including  banks;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  exhibiting  the 
exports  and  imports  of  sugar  during  the  year  end- 
hgtbe  30th  September,  1840;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  a  memorial 
fromcitzens  *f  Camden,  South  Carolina,  praying 
the  passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presentel  a  .memorial  of 
Gen.  Edmund  P.  Gainer,  submitting  a  system  of 
national  defence;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  T.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Albany,  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  the 
bankrupt  bill;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MOUTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  confirming  the  claim 
of  the  heirs  of  Antonio  Gras  to  a  tract  of  land  in 
Louisiana;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thankful 
Reynolds',  which  was  lead,  and  ordered  to  a  se- 
cond reading. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  grant- 
ing a  pre-emption  right  to  Enoch  Evans,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  KING,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduduce  a  bill  to 
authorize  Alexander  Pope  to  introduce  materials 
for  three  iron  steamboats  free  of  duty;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 


Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  communication 
of  the  Secrotary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of 
American  water  rotted  hemp,  reported  a  joint  re- 
solution on  the  subjeet;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
a  to  second  reiding. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  gave  notice  that  to-morrow 
he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  L^ngtree  and  Jenkins. 

The  tail  for  the  relief  of  John  MacNetl  was  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  the  memorial  of 
Samuel  IJ.  Thompson,  now  on  file,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  CHAI  then  announced  the  general  orders. 

Mr.  STUREON  asked  that  they  might  be  post- 
poned, for  the  urpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  Vbr  the 
relief  of  Eliza  Causin,  daughter  and  heir  of  John 
H.  Stone,  deceased. 

Mr.  RTJGQLES  moved  that  all  the  orders  be 
postponed,  forth-;  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  for 
the  belter  security  of  the  lives  of  passengers  on 
beard  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
steam. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  hoped  that  neither  of  these 
bills  would  be  taken  up,  but  that  they  would  go  at 
once  into. the  consideration  of  the  bankrupt  bill. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  did  not  think  it  was  in  order 
to  take  up  a  special  order  until  1  o'clock.  He  re- 
gretted that  so  much  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  was 
consumed  in  motions  to  give  preference  to  seme 
bills,  and  take  them  eut  of  their  places  on  the  ca- 
lendar. He  hoped  the  Senate  would  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  general  orders  as  tbey  stood 
on  the  calendar. 

The  questidh  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
STURGEON,  and  lost. 

The  Chair  then  again  resumed  the  general 
orders. 

Mr.  RTJGGLE3  asked  that  the  question  might 
be  taken  on  his  motion,  which  was  done,  and  it 
was  negatived. 

The  general  orders  were  then  taken  up,  and  the 
bilfforthe  relief  Reyn ell  Coates  and  Walter  R. 
Johnson  was  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  after  explaining  the  merits  of 
the  bill,  offered  an  amendment  for  the  relief  of 
William  McMurtric. 

Mr.  KING  opposed  the  amendment,  and  it  was 
lost. 

Mr.  KING  then  moved  to  amend  by  striking  oat 
the  amount  charged  for  outfits;  which  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  ordered  to  be  engroaatd 
for  a  third  reading. 

CHARTER  OF  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  biB 
to  amend  and  centime  in  fore  j  the  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
reported  the  same  with  the  following  amendment* 

Strike  out  all  after  ihe  enacting  clause,  and  in-* 
sett— 

That  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  Can- 
inhabitants  of  the  c  ty  of  Washington,  in  the  Din* 
trict  of  Columbia,"  approved  May  the  fil teeann, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  and  tin? 
act  entitled  "An  ect  supplementary  to  the  act  to  In- 
corporate the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Wa 
l6n,"  passed  the  twenty-sixth  of  May,  one  thou 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  be,  and  the 
are  hereby,  continued  in  force  for  the  period  of 
twenty  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  ezeent 
so  far  as  the  same  may  be  inconsis'ent  with,  or  re- 
pealed by,  the  following  provision!,  or  by  any  nai 
hereafter  to  be  pa&ed  by  Congress. 

Sec.  SI.  And  be  U  enacted,  That  the  President  cX 
the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
and  required,  within  two  months  from  the  _ 
of  this  act,  to  select  and  appoint  three  discreet 
sensible  men,  inhabitants  of  said  city  of  Wa 
ton,  as  commissioners,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  1 
off  and  divide  said  city  into  six  wards, in  soeli : 
ner,  and  with  such  bounds  and  limits,  as  to 

to  each  ward,  as  near  as  may  be,  ah  equal  m 

of  inhabitants,-  and  as  may  be  otherwise  most  &M 
venient  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  city.  "Xtae  <p 
commissioners  to  have  the  said  wards  plaXoly;  fi 
distinctly  marked  and  designated  upon*  ptaxH 
said  city,  which  they  are  to  have  prepared  fox  4 
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w  and  to  submit  saidplat  and  their  proceed- 

_  to  the  President  of  the  united  States  for  his  ap- 
proval; and  the  same,  when  so  approved  by  him, 
are  to  be  delivered  to  the  mayor  of  said  city, 
to  be  by  him  filed  away  and  preserved  among 
the  archives  of  said  city.  And  should  the  said 
proceeding*  of  the  commissioners  aforesaid  net  be 
approved,  he  will  report  the  same,  with  his  objec- 
tions, to  Congress,  at  its  next  regular  session;  and, 
ia  that  event,  the  operation  of  this  act  shall  be  sus- 
peaded  until  the  farther  action  of  Congress  upon 
the  subject;  and  the  said  commissioners  *ball  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
sot  otherwise  appropriated,  a  compensation  for 
their  services,  to  be  fixed  by  the  President,  but  not 
to  exceed  the  sum  of  six-dol'ara  each  per  day,  for 
ertrj  day  they  shall  be  actually  employed  in 
the  performance  of  the  duty  hereby  required  of 
taem. 

Sac  3.  And  bt  tf  etutcUd,  That  the  Board  of  Alder- 
am  for  said  city  shall,  after  the  expiration  of  terms 
for  which  the  existing  members  were  chosen,  con- 
sist of  two  members  from  each  of  said  six  wards,  so 
•a  aforesaid  to  be  laid  off  and  ascertained,  said 
members  to  be  residents  in,  and  chosen  from  each 
ward,  by  the  qualified  voters  in  each  ward  respec- 
tively, at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  now  pre- 
scribed by  law;  and  the  Board  of  Common  Council 
shall  in  like  manner,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
term?  for  which  the  existing  members  were  chosen, 
consist  of  three  members,  to  be  resident  in  and 
chosen  from  each  of  said  six  wards  respectively, 
by  the  qualified  voters  therein,  at  the  limes  and  in 
the  manner  now  provided  by  law. 

Sac.  4.  And  bt  it  steered,  That  any  free  white 
male  citizen  of  the  United  States  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  who  shall  have  resided  ana  had 
his  domicil  in  the  said  City  of  Washington  for  one 
whole  year  immediately  preceding  any  election  for 
Major,  Aldermen,  or  Common  Cou  noil  men,  and 
who  shall  have  given  in  his  name  to  the  Register  of 
the  said  City  at  least  twelve  months  before  the  elec- 
tion at  which  he  shall  offer  to  vote,  to  be  entered 
upon  the  registry  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  City, 
which  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  said  Register 
to  keep  for  that  porpose,  and  who  thall  have 
paid  all  taxes  lawfully  assessed  to  or  upon,  and 
payable  by  hint,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such 
election;  and  the  neglect  or  failure  of  the  corpo- 
rate authorities  of  said  city  to  levy  or  assess  to  er 
upon  any  citizen  a  poll  tax  or  other  tax,  shall  not 
operate  to  deprive  such  citizen  of  his  right  of  voting 
at  any  election  in  said  city. 

Sic.  5  And  bt  U  enacted,  That  so  much  of  (he 
acts  hereby  continued  as  lequire  any  property 
qualification  whatever  for  the  i  fficers  of  mayor, 
alderman  or  common  councilman,  be,  and  the  same 
ia  hereby,  repealed;  but  the  persons  who  may  here- 
after be  chosen  for  either  of  those  offices,  shall  re- 
spectively be  in  all  other  respects  qualified  as  the 
existing  laws  require. 

Sac.  6  And  bt  it  enae'ed,  That  the  corporate  au- 
thorities of  said  city  of  Washington  shall  have 
tall  power  to  levy  and  collect  a  poll  tax  from  every 
fern  white  male  inhabitant  of  said  city,  of  the  age 
«f  twenty-one  years  or  upwards,  not  exceeding  in 
amount  one  dollar  In  any  one  jrear. 

The  amendment  was  erderea  to  be  printed. 
THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
amter  throughout  the  United  States  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  rose  to  explain  its  provi- 
iofes,  but  he  said  he  had  no  intention  to  enter  into 
tn  elaborate  argument  on  the  subject,  for,  if  a  de- 
late were  to  follow,  it  wcnld  amount  to  a  rejection 
if  the  bill  at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  The 
all  had  been  fully  debated  at  the  last  session,  when 
twa*  passed,  and  a  protracted  debate  now  was, 
herrfore,  unnecessary,  as  be  presumed  the  cpi- 
s  of  the  Senators  were  in  no  respect  changed, 
bifl  was,  in  its  main  features,  the  same  as  the 
em  which  they  had  heretofore  acted;  and, -after 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  report  made 
mimissionera  appointed  by  the  British  Crown, 
consisted  of  comroi  si' nerg  in  the  bankruptcy 
insolvent  courts,  he  left  the  measure  to  the  dis- 

-   ^  of  the  Senate. 

Jfr.  BENTON  rose  to  make  a  motion  which 
~~jgo  to  teu  one  principal  feature  in  this  bill; 


it  was  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  certinV 
cates  should  be  granted  to  debtors  when  discharged 
from  their  debts.  Tne  bill  before  them  provided 
that  the  certificate  should  *be  decreed  and  allowed 
by  the  court  which  declare  1  the  debtor  a  bank- 
rupt without  the  concurrence  of  the  creditors, 
which  differed  in  that  respect  from  the  English 
bankrupt  law,  and  from  all  bills  which  had  hitherto 
been  brought  into  Congress  on  that  subject,  by 
which  the  assent  of-  a  portion  of  the  creditors  was 
always  required.  Now  on  this  point  he  proposed 
to  test  the  Senate,  whether  they  should  introduce 
such  an  innovation  as  this  bill  proposed,  and  allow 
jodges  to  decree  and  allow  a  certificate  on  a  case 
made  out  almost  ex  f<xrtty  and  without  the  consent 
cf  the  ct  editors.  His  motion  was  to  strike  out  the 
fourth  section,  and  to  insert  the  forty-second  and 
forty-third  sections  of  the  bankrupt  bill,  which  was 
matured  in  the  Senate  in  1827,  which,  if  adopted, 
would  make  this  essential  difference  in  this  bill, 
that  instead  of  the  bankrupt  being  discharged  by 
the  act  of  the  judge  without  the  consent  of  the 
creditors,  he  should  not  be  discharged  on  less  on  cer- 
tain conditions,  the  principal  on:  of  which  wav, 
that  two-thirds  of  his  creditors,  in  number  and 
amount,  should  sign  the'  certificate.  With  respect 
to  the  precise  number  he  was  not  particular,  but  he 
was  desirous  that  so.ue  certain  number  of  the 
creditors  should  assent  thereto.  He  believed  this 
power  was  due  to  the  creditor;  it  was  a  power 
which  Congress  thould  not  undertake  to 
take  away;  indeed,  it  was  one  of  the  great 
fundamental  principles  of  the  bankrupt  bill, 
which  had  not  hitherto,  either  in  this  cou  a  try/ 
or  in  England  been  departed  from,  that  ;tbe  credi-j 
tors  should  control  the  inning  of  the  certificate, 
and  he  (Mr.  Bemtoh)  lopked  upon  it  that,  under 
our  Constitution,  which  prohibited  them  from  im- 
pairing the  obligation  of  contract**,  they  ought  not 
deprive  the  creditor  of  the  just  right  he  had  exer- 
cised in  such  cases  under  simitar  laws.  What 
could  be  objected  to  such  a  provision?  Would 
it  be  said  that  the  creditors  would  be  hard  hearted, 
and  that,  therefore,  they  would  withhold  the  certi- 
ficate from  a  poor  debtor  who  had  become  so  by 
misfortune,  or  improvidence  even?  Such  an  ar- 
gument was  contradicted  by  experience,  which 
taught  them  that  where  there  was  fairness  on  the 
part  of  the  debtor  towards  the  creditor*,  there  was 
almost  uniformly  generosity  to  the  impoverished 
and  honest  debtor  on  the  part  of  the  creditors*  It 
had  been  the  practice  for  the  debtor  and  the  credi- 
tors to  meet  together,  and  where  the  debtor  showed 
himself  to  be  honestly  indebted,  and  unable  to  meet 
his  engagement »,  he  was  released;  and  he  (Mr.  Ben- 
ton) held  then  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  argu- 
ment that  .creditors  were  heard  hearted,  to  object 
to  the  substitute  which  he  offered.  He  therefore 
moved  to  strike  out  the  fourth  section,  and  insert 
the  sections  he  had  mentioned. 

The  Secretary  having  read  the  sections  proposed 
to  be  introduced— 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  concurred  win  his  f.iend, 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  that  if  ibis  bill  was  to 
be  debated  section  by  section,  it  must  be  obvious  it 
could  not  be  passed.  His  own  State  (Connecticut) 
had  very  little  interest  in  this  bill,  yet  he  mon  be 
permitted  to  say  that  he  had  several  objections  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri.  It 
was  a  perfect  anomaly  in  all  judicial  proceedings  to 
require  in  such  cases  not  only  the  intervention  of  a 
court,  but  also  of  two-thirds  of  the  creditors.  By 
the  fourth  section  of  this' bill,  which  it  was  now 
proposed  to  strike  out,  there  *vas  ample  security 
provided  for  the  bona  fide  creditor;  the  question  of 
fraud  was  determinable  by  a  court,  and  why  should 
the  consent  of  two- thirds  of  the  creditors  be  re- 
quired, when  a  court  had  determined  the  debtor  en- 
titled to  his  discharge?  He  could  not  see  why 
this  peculiar  privilege  should  be  given  to  creditors 
in  this  case,  more  than  in  any  other,  when  they  had 
the  opportunity  to  bring  the  debtors  before  a  proper 
tribunal  He  saw  no  reason  whatever  to  place 
such  power  in  the  hands  of  ciedit6rs.  He  objected 
to  vest  creditors  with  the  power  to  interpose  an  un- 
just refusal  to  the  discharge  of  honest  debtors;  he 
had  also  ether  objections;  but  as  the  measure  had 
been  fully  debated  at  the  last  session,  he  would  not 
now  detain  the  Senate. 


Mr.  HUBBARD  bad  considered  this  bill,  and 
had  prepared  a  motion  which  he  had  intended  to 
submit  to  the  Senate,  but  he  presumed  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  had  given  to  it  the  consideration 
which  it  demanded,  and,  therefore,  he  should  not 
interfere  with  the  honorable  Senator's  amendment. 
The  honorable  gen'leman  from  Connecticut  said  a 
perfect  anomaly  was  involved  in  tnat  amendment. 
Now,  what  was  the  proceeding  to  which  the  amend- 
ment referred?  A  bankrupt  was  about  to  be  dis- 
charged from  his  liabilities  to  bis  creditors,  and  the 
bankrupt  was  allowed  to  take  his  own  time,  and  to 
make  his  own  preparation,  and  to  make  the  decla- 
ration when  it  suited  hi3  own  convenience,  and  i 
the  creditors  interposed,  the  Senator  from  Connecf 
ticut  said  it  was  an  anomaly ! 

Now,  in  every  bankrupt  system  with  which  he 
[Mr.  Hubbard]  was  acquainted,  it  was  incorpo- 
rated; and  why  nbould  it  not  be  so  now?  Had  not 
every  gentleman's  experience  warranted  him  in 
making  the  declaration,  that  where  there  was  one- 
creditor  that  refused  to  discharge  a  debtor,  there 
were  ten  dishonest  debtors  that  sought  to  impose  upon 
an  honest  creditoi?  He  was  willine;  and  desirous  to 
give  security  to  the  honest  debtor,  but  he  would  not 
lose  sight  of  the  hoeest  creditor.  His  State,  (New 
Hampshire,)  would,  perhaps,  be  as  li  tie  affected 
by  a  bankrupt  bill,  as  any  other — as  yet  neither  he 
nor  his  colleague  had  received  a  single  memorial 
or  remons'rance  on  the  subject— but  when  they 
were  legislating  in  this  matter,  he  hoped  they 
would  proceed  with  due  care,  and  not  palm  a  one- 
sided bill  on  the  community,  and  neglect  to  pay  a 
due  regard  to  the  interests  of  creditors.  Of  what 
eanhly  benefit  was  this  fourth  section  to  the  credi- 
tors? What  earthly  protection  would  it  afford 
them?  The  whole  bill  from  the  first  to  the  last  was 
a  bill  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  debtor,  and  it 
did  not  regard,  as  he  viewed  it,  the  interest  of  the 
creditor.  He  rejoiced  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Missouri  had  brought  forward  bit  proposition, 
and  he  (Mr.  Hessian)  should  call  for  the  ayes 
and  noes  thereon;  but  be  trusted,  in  saying  what  he 
bad  now  said,  he  should  not  be  accused  of  being 
unmindful  of  the  unfortunate  debtor. 

Mr.  NORVEMj  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  be  adopted.  He  would  rather  see  no  bankrupt 
bill  pass,tban  a  bill  with  such  a  clause  as  that  pro- 
posd  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri.  The  section  of 
the  Constitution  to  which  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
son  n  referred,  prohibited  the  States  impairing  the 
obligation  of  contracts,  and  did  not  militate  against 
thtir  power  to  pass  the  bill  as  it  was  introduced. 
He  regretted  to  see  gentlemen  so  much  behind  the 
age  in  which  they  lived  in  reference  to  subjects  of 
this  kind;  if  they  kept  equal  pace  with  the  people, 
they  should  at  once  do  what  justice,  and  mercy,  and 
humanity  called  upon  them  to  do. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  the  bill  provided  that 
if  the  creditors  dissented,  it  should  arrest  the  judge's 
granting  a  certificate,  and  the  matter  was  to  be  put 
upon  trial;  and  if  it  were  then  determine f!  that  the 
debtor  was  a  bonafidt  bankrupt,  the  ju  (ge  should 
grant  the  certificate,  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  creditots.  But  it  w as  now  proposed  so  to  alter 
it  as  to  mate  the  cons  nt  of  the  creditors  indispen- 
sable in  all  case*.  Now  the  mischievous  conse- 
quences of  such  power  being  vested  in  the  credi- 
tors was  shown  in  tbo  report  of  the  British  com- 
missioners, to  which  he  had  before  referred,  and  to 
an  extract  from  that  report  be  begged  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Snate.  Having  read  the  extract- 
Mr.  WEIGHT  suggested  a  modification  of  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri;  his, 
impression  was  that  a  ma  j  »rity  of  the  creditors  was 
sufficient,and  be  hoped  his  friend  would  substitute  a 
majority  for  two-thirds,  on  whose  consent  the  cer- 
tificate should  be  granted.  If  he  understood  the 
question  then  before  the  Senate,  it  was  a  very  im- 
portant one.  The  State  Legislatures,  by  the  Con- 
stitution, could  not  cancel  the  obligation  of  con- 
tracts, and  the  question  presented  to  the  Senate 
was,  on  what  condition  they  would  do  it?  Should 
it  be  entirely  without  the  concurrence  or  ac- 
tion of  the  creditors?  And  if  so  upon 
what  principle  would  they  proceed.  Why 
was  the  appeil  made  to  theai  now?  If  he  un- 
derstood it,  it  was  that  a  man  may  have  a  great 
many  creditors,  and  may  compound  with  all  but 
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ooe;  and  that  that  one  might  be  incorrigible. 
But  were  they  prepared  to  go  farther  than  to  say 
that  the  debtor  should  be  discharged,  when  he  se. 
oared  the  good  will  of  his  creditors  in  number  and 
ralci  ?  It'  be  could  not  procure  the  consent  of  a 
majority,  equity  would  appear  to  be  strong  on  the 
side  of  the  creditors.  He,  however,  only  rose  to 
suggest  *  modification  of  the  amendment,  which  he 
wished  the  Senator  from  Mi  soar!  to  adopt. 

Mr.  BSNTON  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  MERRICK  was  in  favor  of  the  exercise  of 
the  power  which  Congress  possessed  to  pass  an  uni- 
form bankrupt  law,  but  there  were  now  but  about 
three  weeks  remaining  of  the  session,  and  there- 
fore, whatever  labor  they  might  undertake  in  re- 
rercncc  to  this  bill,  it  would  do  no  good,  for  the 
measure  could  not  be  matured.  If  the  bill  passed 
the  Senate  it  could  not  pass  the  other  branch  of 
Congress,  and  therefore  he  looked  upon  the  time 
which  would  be  consumed  in  a  discussion  upon 
this  bill  as  so  much  valuable  time  lost,  to  the  ob- 
struction of  other  measures  which  might  be  ma- 
tured and  passed.  He  had,  therefore,  risen  to 
move— and  he  did  it  in  no  ppirit  of  hostility  to  the 
bankrupt  bill,  but  to  avoid  an  unnecessary  con- 
sumption of  time — that  the  whole  subject  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mi.  KORVELL  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes 
thereon. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  suggested  a  change  of  the  mo- 
tion to  one  of  indefinite  postponement.  But  if  the 
Senator  from  Maryland  persisted  in  bis  motion,  he 
should  desire  permission  to  say  a  few  words  in  ex- 
planation of  the  vote  he  should  give,  and  other 
Senators  mfeht  desire  the  same  privilege. 

Mr.  MERRICK  withdrew  bis  motion,  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  8enator  from  New  York, 
i  Mr.  WRIGHT  then  explained  that  he  should 
vote  for  an  indefinite  postponement,  because  there 
was  no  reasonable  hope  that  they  could  pa  s  a 
bankrupt  bill  during  the  present  session;  there  was 
not  time  to  do  so,  for  he  knew  that  some  days 
would  be  required  before  they  could  come  to  a 
conclusion  upon  it  in  this  body.  When  the  bill 
was  before  them  last  year,  he  labored  to  make  it 
as  perfect  as  the  Senate  would  consent  thai  it 
should  bj,  and  his  duty  to  himself  would  require 
that  he  should  try  again  to  make  it  still  more  per- 
fect; bat  at  this  period  of  the  session  he  would  pre- 
fer an  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  WHITE,  after  a  few  words  respecting  the 
near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  pession,  and  the 
paucity  of  business  yet  received  from  the  other 
branch  of  Congress,  said  he  felt  inclined  to  vote 
for  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Mxbrick]  bnt  he  should  prefer  a  postpone- 
ment to  a  day  certain. 

Mr.  SRV1ER  hoped  the  Senate  would  do  one 
of  two  things;  etther  lay  the  bill  on  the  tab'e  or  go 
on  with  it  en  its  merits.  They  were  then  wasting 
their  time  with  a  di>cussion  ab^ut  what  motion 
should  be  made. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  hoped  the  Senate  would 
go  on  with  the  bill,  and  di* charge  its  duty  to  the 
country,  without  reference  to  the  other  branch  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  PRESTON  did  not  think  the  bill  could  pass; 
it  should  not  pass  by  bis  vote,  for  he  should  go 
against  it.  There  was  now  much  anxiety  in  the 
country  respecting  this  measure,  and,  if  it  were 
postponed  indefinitely,  that  agitation  would  con- 
tinue. He  was  ready  to  vote  against  the  bill;  but, 
as  several  gentlemen  were  anxions  to  take  the  vote 
upon  it,  he  hoped  \i  would  be  such  a  vote  as  woufd 
quiet  the  matter  with  the  public 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  could  nor,  as  at  present  ad- 
vised, vote  for  the  bill.  A  few  days  ago  he  had 
said  he  was  willing  to  give  it  a  fair  trial,  and  he 
was  not  prepared,  at  the  present  stage,  to  vote  for 
laying  it  on  the  tablt ;  he  could  wail  a  d-»y  or  two, 
but  he  had  not  the  most  distant  expectation  that  it 
would  be  passed,  la  the  course  of  a  day  or  two, 
he  thought  the  friends  of  the  bill  would  be  satisfied 
it  could  not  pass,  and,  thererore,  he  would  suffer 
them  to  go  on. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said,  as  there  appeared  to  be  a 
diversity  of  opinion  amongst  Senators,  be  would  not 
persist  in  bis  motion. 

Mr.  BAYARD  expressed  himself  to  be  opposed 


to  the  bill,  but  he  was  not  willing  to  vote  to  lay  it 
on  the  table.  # 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Benton's 
motion  as  modified  on  the  supgettnn  of  Mr. 
WaiGHT,  anrl  negatived  by  the  following  vote — 
ayes  18,  noes  23. 

YEAS — Meesrt.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Premiss,  Rnane, Robinson,  Sever, Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wall,  and  Wright — 
18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bates,  Clay  of  Ala- 
bama, Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Diton,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington!  Knight, 
Mangum,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nicholson, 
Nor  veil,  Porter;  Preston,  Rives,  Reggies,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Southard,  Tallaiadge,  Walker,  Webster, 
White  and  Williams— 29. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  then  moved  that  the  bill  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
with  instructions  to  incorporate  in  it  the  follow- 
ing provision,  viz: 

First.  Proper  and  suitable  provisions  to  em- 
brace all  banks  and  all  other  trading  Incorporations 
in  its  prospective  ope  ration. 

Second.  Proper  and  suitable  provisions  to  give 
the  creditors  of  every  bankrupt  an  opportunity  to 
choose  the  assignee  of  the  estate,  and  only  autho- 
rizing the  judge  to  appoint,  when  the  creditors 
omit  to  do  so: 

Third  Proper  and  suitable  provisions  to  secure  to 
every  bankrupt,  when  the  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy issue i  upon  the  application  of  creditors,  a 
right  to  apply  to  the  judx«  in  concurrence  with  a 
majority  in  number  and  interest  of  his  creditors,  to 
supersede  the  commission,  and  to  give  authority  to 
the  judge  to  errant  the  application. 

Fourth.  Proper  and  suitable  provisions  to  au- 
thorize the  judge,  or  couit,  in  bankruptcy,  in  case 
any  bankrupt  shall,  pending  the  proceedings,  offer 
a  composition  to  his  creditors  which  shall  be  ac- 
cepted by  three-fourths  in  amount  of  thtm,  to 
compel  the  acceptance  of  the  composition  by  the 
remaining  fourth  in  amount  of  the  creditors,  or  ra- 
ther to  accept  it  for  them,  and  discharge  him. 

Fifth.  To  strike  out  from  the  bill  all  provisions 
which  secure  preferences  to  any  class  of  creditors 
in  any  one  State,  which  are  not  equally  preferred 
by  the  laws  of  all  the  States,  and  all  voluntary  pre- 
ferences by  the  bankrupt  in  all  cases. 

Sixth.  Proper  and  suitable  provisions  to  pun- 
ish, as  felony,  any  intentional  concealment,  or 
withholding  of  any  part  of  his  assets  from  his  as- 
signees by  any  bankrupt,  or  the  conniving  at  any 
fictitious  claims  against  his  estate. 

Mr.  WALKER  thought  the  course  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  Hampshire  a  most  extraordinary 
one.  While  professing  he  has  no  intention  to  de- 
lay action  on  this  bill,  be  submits  a  motion,  which, 
if  successful,  will  most  effectually  produce  that  re- 
sult. Did  not  every  Senator  knnw  that  a  recom- 
mitment of  this  bill  must  inevitably  postpone  the 
action  of  this  body  upon  it  until  so  late  a  period 
that  will  place  it  beyond  the  reach  of  (he  ac  ion  of 
the  House?  Why  not  propose  these  amend- 
ments separately,  and  have  a  vote  taken  upon 
them?  In  the  present  position  of  the  ques- 
tion, the  friends  of  some  of  the  provisions 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
were  embarrassed.  He  himself  was  in  favor  of 
the  amendment  proposing  to  include  banks 
in  the  provisions  of  the  bill.  He  had  voted  for  it 
last  session  and  he  would  asrain  vote  for  i';  but  if 
the  friends  of  the  banks  were  in  a  majority  on  this 
floor,  and  refused  to  subject  them  to  the  operations 
of  this  law,,  he  was  not  willing  that  his  constitu- 
ents should  be  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  tho  bill 
on  that  account.  He  should  vote  against  re- 
commitment as  endangering  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  be  had  not  made  the  mo- 
tion to  delay  the  bill,  bnt  because  after  mature  re- 
flection, he  though  the  provisions  he  had  submitted 
should  be  incorporated  in  any  bill  pasted  by  Con- 
gress on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy,  and  he  thought 
it  was  not  possible  there  was*  a  majurttv  in  that 
body  who  were  opposed  to  the  second  of  these  pro- 
posed amendments— that  of  giving  the  creditors  a 
voice  in  the  selection  of  the  assignee  of  the  bank- 


rupt. He  could  have  proposed  these  amendments 
separately,  but  was  of  opinion  that  a  recommittal 
of  the  bill  was  the  shortest  mode  of  accomplishing 
his  purpose. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  he  was  also 
opposed  to  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  as 
unnecessarily  delaying  the  action  of  the  Se- 
nate upon  it.  He  was  in  favor  of  some  of  the 
provisions  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire,  but  be  was  most  decidedly 'opposed 
to  that  designated  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi. He  would  never  consent  that  his 
State,  or  the  institutions  of  his  State,  should  be 
placed  under  a  commission  of  bankruptcy.  Ha 
was  opposed  to  the  bill  in  its  present  shape,  and 
would  vote  against  it,  but  was  willing  that  its 
friends  should  have  it  in  their  power  to  make  such 
amendments  as  might  render  it  les  objectionable  to 
him  and  those  who  thought  with  him. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  he  hoped  the  friends 
of  the  bill  would  vote,  not  talk.  He  need  not  remind 
them  that  to  delay  its  passage  by  debate  would  as 
inevitably  defeat  it  as  if  there  was  an  express  vote 
of  the  Senate  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  should  vote  for  recom- 
mitment, bnt  he  was  opposed  to  the  proposition  to 
include  incorporations.  He  had  spoken,  and  voted 
against  it  at  the  last  session,  and  he  held  the  same 
opinions  now. 

Mr.  BENTON  raid  be  was  in  favor  of  recom- 
mitment, and  in  favor  of  including  incorporations. 
He  was  in  favor  of  it  thirteen  years  since,  when  a 
bankrupt  bill  was  under  consideration  in  this  body, 
and  he  had  seen  nothing  since  to  induce  him  lo 
change  his  opinion.  He  had  then  voted  for  it  in  com- 
pany with  about  a  dozen  other  Senators.  Among 
those  who  had  voted  in  opposition  to  him  was  the 
present  President  of  the  United  States.  That 
distinguished  gentleman  has  since  ehanred 
his  opinion.  The  bank  suspension  of  1837, 
which  was  so  readily  followed  by  every  bank  in  the 
Union,  and  its  concomitant  evils,  bad  convinced 
him  of  the  necessity  of  bringing  these  institutions 
under  the  operations  of  law.  So  late  as  October  of 
last  year,  he  had  expressed  his  sentiments  on  thia 
subject,  in  a  letter,  with  a  clearness  and  a  candor 
characteristic  of  the  man.  He  (Mr.  Button)  would 
read  this,  as  better  than  any  thing  be  eould  say  on 
the  subject;  and  he  was  sure  it  would  be  listened  lo 
by  the  Senate  with  more  pleasure  than  any  remarks 
of  his  own.  Mr.  Bcrto*  then  read  an  extract  from 
th "?. letter  of  President  Van  Buren,  in  the  following 
words: 

"It  would  constitute  no  objection  with  me  if  cor- 
porations were,  in  a  proper  form,  embraced  by  the 
provisions  of  such  a  bill.    An  attempt  was  made  at 
the  close  of  the  discussions  on  the  bankrupt  bill  of 
1827,  in  the  Senate,  to  include  banking  corporations, 
by  inseiting  after  the  word  bankers,  in  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  persons  who  were  made  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  the  words  "or  any   banking 
incorporation."    Assuming  that  the  effect  of  this 
amendment,  if  it  prevailed,  would  be  to  make  the 
members  of  Fuch  corporations  liable,  in  their  indi- 
vidual capacities,  to  the  penalties  denounced   by 
the  law  for  acts,  in  respect  to  which  their  charters 
made  them  personally  irresponsible,  I  opposed  it  as 
an  unauthorized  interference  with  Slate  laws.  I 
could  not  now  approve  a  bill  containing  provisions 
liable  to  such  an  objection.    The  disastrous  state  of 
things  produced  by  the  general  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks  in  1837,presented  for  conside- 
ration, in  a  form  which  could  not  with  propriety  he 
disregarded,  the  question  whether  the  power  of  Con- 
gress over  'he  subject  of  bankruptcy  might  not  he 
brought  to  bear  upon  these  institutions  in  a    man- 
ner which  would  stear  clear  of  that  difficulty.  Upon 
a  careful  examination  of  the  subject,  In  all  its  bear- 
ing?, I  was  induced  to  believe  that  this   migHt  be ' 
done  in  a  form  which,  while  it  afforded  relief  to  Use 
creditors  of  those  institutions,  and  advanced  the  pub- 
lic interests,  would  be  neither  liable  to  the  objection: 
referred  to,  nor  encroach  in  any  o  her  way  u  pouts* 
rights  of  the  States  or  transcend  the  authority  of  the 
Federal  Government.    A  provision  in  a  baunkrurat 
law  authorizing  the  bill  holders  and  creditor*  of 
all  banks,  after  a  specified  delay  in  the  payment  of 
their  notes  in  specie,  to  institute  proceedtogs   to 
cause  their  affairs  to  be  wound  up  and  their  effects 
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td  be  applied  lo  the  payment  of  tbeii  debts,  would, 
in  my  judgment,  be  a  measure  of  that  character. 
lis  object  and  effect  would  onty  be  to  compel  ihem 
lo  discharge  ibe  obligations  they  incurred,  and  the 
liabilities  they  were  under  according  to  the  State 
lavs,  by  giving  to  their  creditors  for  thispurpfse  a 
remedy  which  Congress  alone  can  effectually  con- 
fer.   The  contracts  between  individual  are  also 
made  under  the  sanction  of  the  laws  of  the  States 
and  regulated  by  them.    Those  having  claims  un- 
der  these  contracts  may  resort  to  the  State  coons  to 
enforce  them,  as  it  is  also  competent  for  the  credi- 
tors of  hanks  to  do.    The  object  of  a  bankrupt  law 
would   be  to  furnish   the    creditor  an  additional 
remedy  to  compel  debtors  of  one  description,  to  do 
what,  under  the  laws  of  tbe  Sta'e,  it  is  their  duty 
to  da.    The  proposed  provision  in  regard  to  banks 
would  proceed,  although  in  a  modified  form,  upon 
the  »ame  principle  and  to  tbe  same  cnd,wiihoot  de* 
pricing  the  corporation  or  its  members  of  afly  rights 
or  immunities  secured  lo  them  by   the  State  laws 
Entertaining  these  views,  I  brought  the  subject  to 
the  notice  of  Congress  during  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks,  in  1837.    If  they 
are  correct,    it  would  seem  difficult  to  conceive 
on   what   ground  the    exemption  of   the  banks 
from  the  provisions  of  such  a  law  could  be  sus- 
tained by   those  who  insist  on  its  application  to 
other  classes  of  our  citizens.      Equal  and  exact 
justice,  the  only  proper  baMs  of  legislation,   re 
quires  that  laws  should  ex'end    to,  and  operate 
upon  all  who  a-e  fairly  within  the  range  of  the 
same  policy.  Corporations,  tboogh  artificial  bodies, 
are  composed  of  men,  are  managed  by  them,  and, 
like  private  dealing*,  have  for  their  main  objects 
the  personal  advantage  of  the  corporation?.    The 
principle  which  demands  their  exclusion  from  the 
operation  of  a  bankrupt  law  on  the  ground  of  inex- 
pediency, claims,  for  that  portion   of  our  citizens 
whose  property  is  thus  inves'ed,  privileges  and  ex: 
jemptiona  denied  to  others.    It  proposes  to  secure  to 
them  as  creditors  all  the  advantages  of  such  a  law, 
without  making  them  liable  under  it  as  debtors.  On 
what  principle,  I  ask,  can  so  marked  a  preference 
to  one  portion  of  tbe  people  Over  tbe  other  be  justi- 
fied?     Punctuality  on  the  part  of   incorporated 
banks  to  fulfil  their  engagements,  is  of  more  impor- 
tance to  the  community  than  that  of  any  individual 
trader*;  and  their  failure  in  perfuming  their  duty  is 
attended  with  much  more  injurious  consequences. 
If,  then,  there  be  no  good  reason  for  the  distinction 
on  the  ground  of  public  interest-*,  moat  assuredly 
there  can  be  none  on  that  of  claims  to  favor.    The 
privileges  which  the  laws  already  give  to  those  in- 
stitution?, and  the  limited  liability  of  those  who  in- 
vest property  in  them,  furnish,  on  the  contrary,  the 
strongest  reasons  against  the  exemption  which  is 
claimed  in  their  behalf. 

"Whilst  on  every  dollar  so  invested  the  stock- 
holder has  a  right  to  loan  two,  and  sometimes  three 
times  the  amount,  and  whilst  he  is  shielded  from 
all  personal  responsibility  in  2ase  of  the  failure  of 
the  hank  to  comply  with  its  engagements,  no  por* 
turn  of  lbs  property  of  any  other  c!as3  of  the  com- 
maaiiy  has  such  artificial  value  given  to  it  by  law 
nor  mm  it  protected,  in  like  manner,  from  the  hazards 
of  business;  but  on  the  contrary,  every  dollar  tbey 
aomesa  is  held  subject  to  the  claims  of  their  credi- 
tors. These  desirable  privileges  were  granted  under 
the  expectation?  of  advantages  and  facilities  to  the 
patriae  to  be  derived  from  these  institution*,  not  one 
«f  which  can  be  realized  if  they  fail  to  redeem  their 
bills  in  specie  when  demanded.  Whatever  maybe 
thought  of  their  usefulness  under  other  circum- 
stances, all  must  admit  that,  if  they  cease  to  per- 
form this  important  function,  they  are  the  sources 
Of  greaU  mischief.  The  reasons,  therefore,  for  giv- 
ing to  the  bill  holders  and  other  creditors,  whose 
confidence  has  been  in  some  measure  obtained 
under  a  sort  of  legislative  guarantee,  full  and 
prompt  remedies  against  them,  in  case  of  failure  to 
perform  tijeir  engagements,  are  stronger  than  in 


cases  of  ordinary  debtors.  Should  a  baakruptlaw 
be  parsed  which  did  not  embrace  corporations,  hav- 
ing the  right  as  creditors  t  >  avail  themselves  of  its 
advantages,  individuals  who  failed  in  personally 
performing  their  contracts  with  them  might,  by 
their  interference,  be  an  e* ted  in  their  business,  and 
have  their  property  at  once  transferred  to  assignees. 
Mora  than  this,  they  might  he  involved  in  acts  of 
bankruptcy  by  the  failure  of  the  banks  themselves 
to  fulfil  their  promises,  to  them,  or  to  others,  on 
whose  punctuality  their  own  depended.  Th*.  injus- 
tice of  the  distinction  in  this  view  of  the  subject  be- 
comes strikingly  clear,  and  I  am  wholly  at  a  loss 
to  know  on  what  ground  it  could  be  upheld.  This 
is  not  a  mere  speculation  upon  remote  impossible 
contingencies.  Had  there  been  a  bankrupt  law  in 
existence  ior  tbe  last  three  or  four  years,  thousands 
of  our  fellow- citizens  would  havebten  subjectei  to 
its  provisions  by  reason  of  tbe  delays  any  difficul- 
ties they  experienced  in  realizing  tbe  demands  due 
to  the  in,  resulting  indirectly  from  the  suspension  of 
payments  by  the  banks,  whilst  against  the  banks 
themselves  they,  and  their  debto/s  who  held  their 
notes  or  other  obligations,  woall  have  been  compa- 
ratively remediless. 

'The States  have  certainly  not  been  sparing  in 
bestowing  upon  these  institutions  special  privileges, 
and  it  has  not  been  heard,  as  matter  of  complaint, 
that  they  have  been  too  vigorous  in  enforcing  a 
strict  compliance  with  the  conditions  on  which  the 
grants  were  made.  It  is  not  easy  to  coxipr«h;nd 
the  extent  to  which  this  principle  m'g'il  be  carried 
in  exempting  traders  as  well  as  bankers  from  re- 
sponsibility to  this  remedy  for  a  non-performance 
of  their  engagements,  and  in  enlarging  ih*  sphere 
of  legislative  privileges  Tne  State  legislatures 
have  been  in  the  constant  habit  of  incorporating 
manufacturing,  and,  in  some  form*,  commercial 
companies  also,  each  of  whom  become  traders  of 
the  first  class.  If  these  companies,  in  addition 
to  the  particular  advantages  and  personal  im- 
munities secured  to  them,  are  also  to  have 
their  effects  exempted  from  liability  under 
bankrupt  laws,  ihe  efficacy  and  value  of 
the  constitutional  provision  on  the  subject  of 
bankruptcy  may  be  effectually  superseded,  whilst 
those  who  are  not  possessed  of  sufficient  influence 
to  become  tbe  participants  of  legislative  favor, 
would  remain  subject  to  the  utmost  rigor  of  the 
laws  that  may  be  passed  under  i\  While  I  would 
carefully  abstain  from  in'erfcring  with  the  rights  of 
these  corporations,  de.  ived  from  State  authority,  I 
would  not  add  lo  their  privileges  by  exempting 
them  altogether  from  the  operation  of  a  general 
bankrupt  law,  when  such  exemption  would,  in 
many  cases,  operate  injuriously  upon  individuals 
subject  to  its  provisions  The  corporations  them- 
selves act,  in  my  judgment,  most  nn wisely,  when 
thay  insist  upon  au  exemption  which  could  not  fail 
to  mark  yet  more  distinctly  the  line  of  separation 
between  their  affairs  and  those  of  the  community 
at  large,  and  to  give  still  greater  prominence  to  the 
superior  advantages  they  enjoy  over  the  rest  of 
their  fellow-citizens." 

Mr.  Bum  n  said  he  adopted  these  remarks  as 
a  part  of  his  argument  on  this  subject,  and  on  this 
occasion  he  should  say  but  little  in  addition.  As 
for  the  apprehension  that  the  rights  of  the  States 
would  be  affected  by  the  adoption  of  such  an 
amendment,  he  said  it  would  be  to  the  advantage 
of  the  States  not  to  set  up  a  claim  to  rights  where 
they  have  none.  They  have  no  right  to  destroy 
the  currency  of  the  Constitution.  They  have  no 
right  to  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a  legal 
tender  in  the  payment  of  debts.  Tney  can  neither 
do  this  themselves,  nor  can  they  allow  others  to  do 
so.  Nor  do  they  do  this.  No  State  gives  any  such 
power  to  these  incorporations,  but  in  many  of  the 
States  it  is  provided  in  the  charters  granted  by 
them  that  a  refusal  to  meet  their  engagements  on 
the  patt  of  the  banks,  works  a  forfeiture  of  their 
charters.  And  by  aprovision  bring  ing  banks  under 
the  operation  of  this  law,  we  are  co-operating  with 
the  States  in  their  efforts  to  preserve  a  sound  cur- 


rency. As  banks  we  have  nothing  to  do  with 
them,  as  bankrupts  we  seize  them.  He  alluded  to 
the  great  number  of  incorporations  in  tome  of  the 
States.  In  Massachusetts  there  were  upwards  of 
a  thousand,  embracing  every  species  cf  business 
of  which  tbe  mind  of  man  was  capable.  These 
companies  comprised'  some  ten,  some  twenty, 
some  one  hundred  persons.  Here  is  an  immense  pro- 
portion of  our  population  which  will  be  exempt 
from  the  operations  of  this  law,  and  what  will  be 
th«  result  of  this  condition  of  thing*?  Why  men* 
will  go  into  our  Legislatures,  and  get  acts  of  incor- 
poration for  every  species  of  business,  even  for 
growing  corn,  in  order  to  shield  themselves  from 
the  operation  of  law.  And  is  the  Senate  prepared 
to  establish  privileged  classes  in  this  country,  to  be 
exempt  from  the  operation  of  laws,  andVthat  class 
whose  means  would  enable  them  to  spend  much 
of  their  time  in  attendance  upon  the  Legislatures 
in  farthering  their  interests?  Are  we  to  establish 
a  privileged  order  in  this  country,  as  in  Great 
Britain,  where  a  peer  of  the  realm  is  not 
liable  to  arreM?  What  have  we  seen  of  these 
banking  incorporations  within  the  last  four 
years?  We  have  seen  two  suspensions,  one 
comprising  all  the  banks  of  the  Union,  and 
another  embracing  more  than  one-halt  the  banks 
of  the  Union.  We  have  seen  them  holding 
their  Congre  ,*es,  aad  debating  whether  they  would 
pay  their  debts  or  not,  end  whenever  there  was  a 
propositiou  to  pay  there  was  a  great  deal  of  holding 
back,  but  there  was  no  difficulty  at  all  in  getting 
hem  to  agree  to  a  continuance  of  the  suspension. 
Even  at  this  moment  we  know  that  nearly  all  the  ' 
banks  in  the  Wotern  country  have  held  a  conven- 
tion, and  have  separated  without  fixing  upon  any 
time  for  a  roump'icn  of  pa  j  men t.  The  bank  upt 
law  would  be  the  best  means  of  correcting  this  evil. 
If  when  sin  in  ol  vent  institution  failed  to  fu'fil  her  en- 
gagements, affairs  were  taken  out  of  the  hands 
of  her  directors,  and  placed  in  commission  for  the 
benefit  of  her  creditors,  her  neighbors  would  take 
care  how  they  wpuld  follow  her  example.  Suspen- 
sions in  this  connti y  would  become  a  famil  ar  ope 
ration.  We  have  had  two,  and  we  will  have  at 
third  whenever  it  suits  the  interests  or  tbe  political 
designs  ef  those  concerned  in  these  institutions.  . 
He  instanced  the  case  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
S  ates,  two-thirds  of  wb<  se  stock  was  owned  by 
foreigners.  Tbis  institution  was  above  the  reach 
of  law,  and  violated  her  obligations  with  impunity 
while  she  ha  1  her  remedy  against  those  indebted  to 
her.  This  foreign  institution  can  crush  our 
finances  either  in  peace  or  war,  as  it  may 
suit  the  de>igns  of  h«r  owners.  Tbe  banks 
of  this  country  have  been  strong  enough  and 
unwise  enough  heretofore  to  defeat  every  effort 
to  infuse  strength  into  the  system;  and  what  had 
been  the  consequence?  They  were  losing  the  con- 
fidence of  the  country.  There  was  tcarcely  one  of 
ihem  whose  slock  was  not  below  par,  and  some  of 
them  at  50  per  cent,  depreciation.  They  were  rot- 
ling  down  in  thsir  tracks,  and  would  do  so  until 
there  was  some  measure  adopted  which  would  en- 
able the  public  to  distinguish  between  the  solvent, 
aud  insolvent  institutions.  Mr.  Benton  concluded 
by  observing  that  he  considered  the  adoption  of  the 
motion  to  include  incorporations,  as  a  measure, 
alike  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  public,  and  the '' 
existence  of  the  solvent  banks  themselves. 

A  motion  was  now  made  for  adjournment;  which, 
after  some  opposition,  was  carried, 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Thursday,  February  4,  1841.  * 
On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of   Virginia,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the. 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Cissy  in 
the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 
Mr.  SHEPARD,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  ex- 
pressed his  great  reluctance  to  take  part  in  the  dis- 
cission; bn|  as  doctrines  had  been  advanced  of 
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dangerous  tendency,  he  felt  constrained  to  express 
hif  opinions  on  the  vatious  topics  which  had  been 


Mr*  8*  then  entered  into  a  review  of  the  tariff 
question,  showing  the  advantages  which  the  manu- 
facturing interests  of  the  Noith  derived  from  the 
existing  Uw  in  relation  to  importations,  while  the 
planting  States  paid  a  heavy  tax  on  the  articles 
which  they  received  in  exchange  Tor  their  staple 
commodities.  He  endeavored  to  demonstrate  that 
the  manufacturing  interest  was  the  favorite  child 
of  the  Government,  and  had  the  superior  advan- 
tage of  the  home  as  well  as  of  the  foreign  market 
He  also  contended  that  the  restrictive  principle  was 
the  malaria  of  commerce,  and,  when  taken  off, 
every  thing  flourished 

After  some  remarks  in  relation  to  the  tobacco 
interest  of  this  country,  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  notice 
the  proposed  scheme  for  a  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands. 

It  had  been  avowed  by  persons  in  authority  that 
the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  arising  from  the  dis- 
tribution, was  to  be  supplied  by  a  tax  on  wines 
and  silks.  This  was  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  dis- 
tribution. But  the  public  lands  were  the  common 
oronerty  cf  the  whole  people,  and  if  the  public 
lands  could  be  divided,  then  any  other  property 
belonging  to  the  General  Government  might  also 
he  divided.  The  General  Government  vai  ap- 
pointed for  national  purposes,  and  when  Congress 
bad  power  to  dispose  of  the  public  lands,  it  was 
for  national  and  not  for  local  purposes. 

Mr.  8.  then  proceeded  to  show  the  inconsistency 
of  the  supporters  of  the  distribution  scheme.  He 
referred  to  Pennsylvania  as  an  instance  of  its  ef- 
fects. That  State  would  receive,  as  her  share  of 
the  public  lands,  about  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  Pennsylvania 
would  be  taxed  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  What  would  be  gained  then? 
It  would  be  giving  with  one  hand,  and  taking 
back  with  the  other.  But,  said  Mr.  S.  here  comes 
the  grand  argument  that  the  rich  will  be  taxed, 
and  not  the  poor.  Well,  let  that  be  admitted;  but 
why  not  let  Pennsylvania  tax  the  rich  herself?  She 
could  do  it  much  more  effectually  than  we,  and  at 
much  less  expense.  No  advantage  could  be 
gained  then  by  this  giving  away  and  taking  back 
system.  Besides,  it  would  convert  the  General 
Government  into  a  tax  gatherer  for  the  States,  and 
would  tend  to  the  ultimate  destruction  of  its  pow- 
ers. Ths  would  Lot  be  all,  for  whom  the  system 
of%iving  away  should  be  once  commenced,  there 
would  be  no  knowing  when  it  would  end.  The 
great  contest  of  parties  in  Congress  would  then 
be,  which  should  give  away  most  to  the  people. 
It  would  not  stop  her*,  for  the  uext  step  would  be 
togive  away  the  money  out  of  the  8iate  Treaso- 

JBat  was  lhis  the  time  for  giving  away?  Let  any 
man  look  at  the  advancing  steps  over  the  world  of 
our  rival,  Great  Britain,  and  then  let  him  answer 
the  question.  Look  at  that  power,  not  satisfied 
wiih  Asia,  but  getting  possession  of$  or  controlling, 
one  of  the  richest  empires  of  the  world.  And  how 
Was  she  doing  this?  Why,  by  her  immense  navy. 
Yet,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  a  proposition  was  made 
togive  away  our  public  lands;  to  dissipate  our 
strength  for  the  mere  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
petty  objects  of  party.  Alihough  he  did  not  appre- 
hend nn  immediate  war,  yet  the  day  when 
we  might  be  precipitated  into  hostilities  with  that 
great  power  no  man  could  tell.  Economist  as  he 
was,  therefore,  he  would  earnestly  urge  the  condi- 
tion of  onr  navy  on  the  attention  of  Congress.  For 
he  was  convinced  that  if  our  navy  remained  as  it 
was,  we  could  not  long  remain  as  a  great  nation. 

The  remarks  of  Mr.  8.  will  be  given  in  extents 
hereafter. 

Mr.  JAMES  GARLAftD  then  gave  his  views 
on  the  various  topics  which  had  been  introduced  in- 
to the  debate.  As  for  the  bill  itself,  he  thought  he 
should,  although  reluctantly,  vote  in  its  favor. 

After  speaking  at  some  length  in  relation  to  the 
tariff  question,  Mr.  G.  expressed  his  dii approbation. 
of  these  petty  struggles  of  party,  when  the  signs  of 
the  times  showed  that  there  was  an  absolute  neces- 
sity  for  a  concentration  of  all  onr  strength.  He 
here  alluded  to  the  daring  ambition  of  Great  Bri- 


tain, and  the  precautions  necessary  to  be  observed 
by  us.  to  prevent  aggression  from  so  formidable  a 
rival.  He  saw  the  danger  in  the  distance,  and,  for 
one,  raised  his  voice  in  lavor  of  ore  pa  rat  ion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  obtained  ihe  .floor,  and  ex- 
pressed his  intention  to  vote  for  the  bill.  It  was 
not  for  him,  at  that  time,  to  discuss  the  meats  by 
which  the  Treasury  had  bern  brought  into  its  pre- 
sent condition;  but,  as  the  deficiency  did  exist,  he 
was  willing  to  supply  it,  not  from  any  party  consi- 
derations, but  because  he  held  it  right  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  have  means  to  pay  its  deb's. 

Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  •  to  argue  that  the  means 
of  repaying  th«e  Treasury  notes,  withv  interest 
thereon,  ought  to  have  been  provided  for  by  the 
bill.  This,  however,  bad  always  been  omitted; 
and  when  Treasury  notes  were  asked  for,  the 
means  of  repaying  them  bad  always  been  neglect- 
ed. It  had  been  put  off  from  time  to  time,  and  it 
was  against  that  omission  he  now  rais-d  bis  voice. 
He  would  never,  se  far  as  he  was  concerned,  issue 
notes  in  any  form,  whether  shinplaiter?,  bonds,  or 
otherwise,  without  providing  means  of  paying 
•them.  He  would  never  issue  a  single  dollar 
without  providing  means  for  paying  that  dollar. 
As  regarded  the  mode  of  relieving  the  Treasury  at 
the  present  time,  he  would  not  say  but  that,  in 
case  they  had  the  majority  in  both  Houses,  be 
would  not  have  preferred  a  regular  loan. 

Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  condem  the  course  pur- 
sued by  some  members  in  discussing  ths  measures 
of  the  coming  Administration  beforehand,  when  it 
could  not  possibly  be  known  what  course  General 
Harrison  would  think  proper  to  pursue.  Gentlemen 
had  been  discussing  the  subject  of  an  extra 
session,  a  National  Bank,  the  public  lands,  and  other 
measures,  when  they  did  not  know  the  opinion  of 
the  President  elect.  What,  he  would  ask,  was  the 
use  of  debating  on  the  propriety  of  calling  an  ex- 
tra session,  when  they  could  not  tell  whether  Gen. 
Harrison  would  think  proper  to  call  one  or 
not?  The  President  was  authorized  to  convene 
Congress,  when  he  should  deem  it  expedient. 
It  all  depended  upon  his  opinion;  therefore  what 
manner  of  good  could  result  from  a  discussion  at 
this  time,  on  such  a  measure,  when  they  had  no 
means  of  knowing  what  the  views  of  the  President 
would  be?  But  the  House  had  been  doing  what 
was  done  in  private  life:  they  had  been  settling  the 
affairs  of  the  nation;  they  had  been  talking  about 
the  next  Administration,  the  new  cabinet,  and  soon; 
in  fact,  they  had  all  been  cabinet  makers.  That 
being  the ca?e,  however,  he  was  rather  surprised 
that  cabinet  makers  should  have  shown  so  little 
mercy  to  the  manufacturers  of  the  North. 

Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  notice  a  newspaper  ru- 
mor to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Wise  was  to  be  the  lead- 
er of  the  Whig  party  in  the  Houfc  under  the  new 
Administration. 

This  drew  out  Mr.  WISE  in  repeated  explana- 
tions, and  the  debate  merged  into  one  of  an  unplea- 
sant character,  involving  the  merits  of  the  anti- 
duelling  law,  etc. 

Mr*  WISE  replied  at  some  length  to  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Adams,  so  far  as  they  concerned  him  per- 
sonally. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  then  obtained  the 
floor,  and  pending  his  remarks  the  committee 
rose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN, 

The  House  adjourned. 

Nora. — In  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Coue?  on  the  to- 
bacco question,  he  is  represented  as  urging  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  protection  of  that  interest.  He  advo- 
cated the  propriety  of  continuing  our  negotiations, 
and  endeavored  to  demonstrate  the  absurdity  and 
evil  consequences  of  attempting  to  protect  that  in- 
terest by  countervailing  duties. 

IN  SENATE, 
Friday,  February  5, 1841. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  the  ac- 
counts of  disbursements  among  the  Indians  for  the 
year  ending  30th  September,  1840;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting additional  reports  in  reference  to  the  con- 


struction of  the  Potomac  aqueduct ;  which  wis 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  memorials  from  eati- 

I  sens  of  Wayne,  Ottawa,  and  Oakland  counties,  of 

Vine  Siate  of  Michigan,  prayiug  the  passage  of  a 

*  general  bankrupt  law;   which  were  laid  on  the 

table. 

Mr.  N.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Wiskonsin,  relative  to  harbors;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Illinois  and  Iowa,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  route;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  ihe  Post  Office  and  P»*t  Roads. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  letter  from  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  of  Pilots  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  laws  of  New 
York  on  the  subject  cf  pilot*;  which  was  laid  on 
the  (able,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Wiskonan,  in  favor  of  a  railroad 
from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Mississippi  river. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  same  body,  relative  to 
a  survey  of  the  public  lands  north  of  the  Wiskon- 
san  river. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  same  body,  relative 
tonne  improvement  of  certain  rivers  in  Wiskoosaa 
Territory* 

Tne  memorials  were  severally  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Missouri,  asking  that  a  portion  of  swamp 
lands,  which  have  been  returned  as  not  worth  the 
expense  of  survey,  may  be  transferred  to  the  State; 
which  was  ordered  be  printed  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  same  body  relative  to 
the  sale  of  fractional  sections  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  L  alse  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
Philips;  and 

The  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Decilie,  se- 
verally praying  the  confirmation  of  titles  to  tracts 
of  land;  which  wore  referred  to  (be  Committee  en 
Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  WHITE,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  tt  au- 
thorize John  E.  Metcalfe  and  others  to  locate  cer- 
tain pre-emption  claims  to  lands  in  the  8  ate  of  In- 
diana; which  was  read  twice,  and  refeired  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  HUBBARD, from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Isaac  Gar- 
rason,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  con- 
sideration. Mr.  H.  said  it  was  not  intended  by 
this  motion  to  prejudice  the  claim  hereafter,  but 
merely  because  there  was  an  insufficiency  of  evi- 
dence at  present  to  authorize  the  committee  to  bring 
in  a  hill.    The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  ihe  following  resolo* 
tion,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  cant- 
ing to  be  built  a  steam  frigate  under  the  cole  direc- 
tion of  the  American  naval  constructor,  Foster 
Rhodes. 

Mr.  W.  also  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolves',  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  if  not 
deemed  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  the 
correspondence,  if  any,  between  the  Srate  Depart" 
meot  and  the  representatives  of  any  foreign  Go- 
vernment relative  to  the  negroes  taken  on  board  the 
L'Amistad,  which  has  occurred  since  that  trans- 
mitted with  his  message  of  the  91st  March,  1640. 

Mr.  WALL  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  reports  made  oa 
Colt's  improved  repeating  fire  arms  in  October  sad 
December,  1640,  by  a  board  of  navy  officers  ap- 
pointed for  their  examination. 

Alto,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  he  directed  to 
furnish  a  copy  of  the  report  made  in  July,  1840, 
by  a  board  of  army  officers,  on  the  repeating  fire 
arms  manufactured  by  Mighill  Nutting. 
BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  fteynell  Coatee  an 
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Walter  R.  Johnson,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  the  rehef  of  Joseph  Paxson  was  taken 
up  on  its  third  reading, 

And  after  a  debate,  in  wb'cb  Messrs.  YOUNG, 
KING,  and  CALHOUN  participated,  it  was  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  then  moved  that  the  Senate 
wonld  postpone  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  take  up 
the  joint  resolution  directing  the  transfer  to  the 
tote  of  Maryland  of  the  stock  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal,  standing  in  the  name  of  the  United 
8ta:es,up<'n  certain  conditioas. 

Mr.  8RVIER  hoped  the  Senator  would  not  press 
the  consideration  of  this  resolution  at  the  present 
iime.  This  devoting  the  morning  hour  to  faverite 
measures  to  the  exclusion  of  private  claims,  over- 
riding alt  the  bills  on  the  calendar,  was  a  prac- 
tice to  which  he  was  not  willing  to  submit. 

Some  time  was  consumed  in  repeatedly  taking 
the  question  in  order  to  ascertain  the  senss  of  the 
8enate,  when  it  was  finally  determined  m  favor  vi 
taking  up  the  joint  resolution. 

80  the  resolution  was  taken  up  and  considered 
as  in  committee  of  the  whol  ;  and,  after  a  discus- 
sion, in  which  Messrs.  MERRICK,  CLAYTON, 
HUBBARD,  WRIGHT,  YOUNG.  TAPPAN, 
SEVIER.  PHELPS,  HUNTINGTON,  B\Y- 
ARD,  BUCHANAN,  KNIGHT,  and  CLAY  of 
Kentucky,  participated,  it  was  amended  so  as  to 
make  the  consent  of  the  cities  of  the  District  neces- 
sary to  the  transfer  of  their  respective  portions  of 
toe  stock,  and  was  then  ordered  10  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

On  m  >tion,  the  Senate  then  adjourned  until  Mon- 
day next. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday,  February  5,  1841. 

Af'er  the  j  urnal  bad  been  read, 

Mr.  LINCOLN  submitted  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolution: 

Whereas  the  bill  of  ibis  House,  (No.  598,)  en- 
titled "An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes,"  was  taken  up  in  the  Committee  c»f  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  18th 
day  of  January  Ism,  and  has  been  under  discussion 
to  this  time;  aad  whereas  much  of  the  indispensa- 
ble public  business  is  yet  to  be  acted  on;  there- 
fore, 

Resetted,  That  after  three  o'chek  to-day,  the  de- 
bate on  this  bill  shall  cease,  and  the  committee  shall 
proceed  to  vote  on  the  various  amendments  sab* 
mitted,  and  to  be  submitted,  and  then  report  the 
bill,  with  the  amendments  agreed  to  by  the  com- 
mittee, to  the  Hou.se. 

Objection  being  made  to  the  reception  of  the  reso- 
lution, 

Mr.  LINCOLN  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
and  thereupon  called  for  the  yeas  an4  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  113,  nays  36,  as  fol- 
lows:  > 

YEAS— Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  John  W.  Alien, 
Andrews,  Atherten,  Banks,  Baker,  Beatty,  Black- 
well,  Brewster,  Brig??,  Aaron  V*  Brown,  Sampson 
H.  Butler,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell, 
Cerr,  Carroll,  Casey,  Chapman,  China,  Clark, 
Clifford,  Connor,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  William  R. 
Cooper,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Edward  Davies,  John 
Davis,  Deberry,  Dickerson,  Doane.  Earl,  East- 
man, Ely,  Fine,  Fister,  Oalbraitb, Giddings,  Goode, 
Grranell,  Hand,  William  8.  Hastings,  John  Hast- 
ings, Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Holr,  Hopkw, 
Jackson,  James,  Jameson,  Charges  Johnston,  Jos. 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble, 
Kempsball,  Kitlc,L*et,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Lowell, 
Lucas,  McCarty,  McClelian,  McCiure,  Meredith 
Mallory,  Marcbaod,  Marvin,  Mason,  Miller,  Mit- 
chell, Montanyt,  Montgomery,  Mooie,  Morgan, 
Calvary  Morris,  Morrow,  Parmcnter,Petrikin,  Prof- 
fit,  Randall,  Randen,  Reynolds,  Ridg  way,  Rives,  Ed- 
ward Rogers,  Russell,  S*ltonsiall»  Samuels,  Ser- 
geant, 8imonton,  John  Smith,  Tnomas  Smith, 
Starkweather,  Sieenrod,  Strong,  Stuart,  Swearin* 
gen,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Toland,  Turney,  Vropm,  Peter  J. 
Wagener,  Weller,  Edward  D.  While,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  Henry  Williams,  and  Christopher  H. 
Williams— 115. 


NAYS — Messrs.  Boardman,  Calhoun,  Chitten- 
den, Jame*  Cooper,  Crabb,  Garrett  Davit,  Daw- 
son, Dennis,  Del  lei,  Dromgoole,  Everett,  Gentry, 
Goggin,  Granger,  Green,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hum, 
Jenifer,  Francis  Mallory,  Monroe,  Peck,  Pickens, 
Rayner,  Tripletr,  Warren,  John  White,  and  Lewis 
Williams— 29. 

So  tbe  rules  were  suspended. 

At  tbe  iequ&At  of  several  gentlemen, 

Mr.  LINCOLN  modified  his  resolution,  so  as  to 
extend  tbe  time  to  seven  o'clock,  and  called  for  ttie 
previous  question,  which  was  seconded. 

The  question  now  being  on  the  main  question, 

Mr.  PETRIK1N  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  ihey  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  oa  the  resolution, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virgnia,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Uni.  n,  (Mr.  Casey  in  the  chair,) 
and  resumed  ihe  consideration  of  the  bill  authoriz- 
ing tbe  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  the  quesiion  being 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Barnard  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  being  entiled  to  the 
door,  resumed  his  remarks  from  yesterday.  He 
said  he  bad,  from  the  commencement,  been  op- 
posed to  the  entire  debate,  because  he  thought  he 
saw,  from  the  beginning,  that  r.o  good  could  arise. 
He  contended  that  it  was  the  design  of  the  present 
party  in  power  to  throw  the  responsibility  of  every 
important  measure  on  the  coming  Administration. 
It  was  his  firm  con viction  that  ths  present  party  in 
power  had  no  intention  of  acting  definitely  upon 
any  great  question  cf  the  day. 

Atter  some  fat  the r  remarks,  Mr.  J.  said  be  did 
not  fe?l  disposed  to  go  into  a  debate  on  Ihe  merits 
of  the  bill  before  tbe  committee,  lor*  the  r* a  oa  that 
be  had  previously  g  ven  his  views  against  the  syf- 
tem  of  Treasury  no'es.  He  had  gone  again»t  it 
because  he  viewed  the  whole  as  clearly  unconstitu- 
tional', and  more  especially  as  the  Constitution 
pointed  distinc  ly  toother  modes  of  meeting  the  exi- 
gencies of  Government. 

Mr.  J.  then  proceeded  briefly  to  notice  the  pro-  • 
position  of  Mr.  Barnabd,  in  relation  to  a  tariff 
on  wines,  silk.*,  etc.  He  considered  it  as  wise  po- 
licy, &nd  were  he  assured  that  the  House  was  in 
a  proper  spirit  to  hear  an  argument  on  thai  sub- 
ject, he  would  deem  it  hi?  duty  to  make  one.  As 
a  matter  of  justice  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  be  (Mr.  J.)  would  say,  that  the  impression 
of  some  Southern  gentlemen  that  the  proposition 
had  been  prepared  in  the  dark,  was  erroneous. 
He  would  slate  that  the  proposition  was  made  on 
the  responsibility  of  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Babnavd] 
alone,  without  any  secret  preparation  en  the  part 
of  his  Northern  friends. 

Mr.  J<  then  proceeded  to  give  his  views  in  rela- 
tion to  various  ma'ter**,  which  had  been  incidental- 
ly introduced  into  the  debate. 

During  tbe  remarks  of  Mr.  J.  several  members 
rose  in  explanation  of  what  tbev  had  said  in  rela- 
tion to  the  compromise  act,  etc. 

Mr.  CU3HING  referred  to  what  he  had  said  on 
Saturday  last  in  explanation  of  the  views  of  his 
State  on  the  subject  of  a  protective  tariff,  etc. 

Mr,  LINCOLN  said:  That  explanation  of  the 
gentleman  may  do  for  his  own  constituents,  but  I 
wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  it  does  not 
apply  to  mine. 

Mr.  KAYNER  followed,  and  observed  that  his 
only  apology  for  entering  into  the  debate  was,  that 
he  seldom  occupied  the  time  of  the  House;  for  be 
considered  silence  a  great  virtue. 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  say  that  he  should  vote 
against  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  but  in  favor  of 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Baenard  to  lay  a  tariff  on 
wines,  silks,  &c.  and  also  in  favor  of  the  proposi- 
tion for  a  loan.  He  viewed  the  Treasury  note  sys- 
tem as  a  means  only  of  protracting  the  day  of  pay- 
ment, and,  at  some  length,  went  on  to  show  the  su- 
perior advantages  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  be 
derived  from  a  direct  loan. 

He  then  argued  that  the  deficit  in  the  Treasury 
was  a  permanent,  and  not  a  mere  temporary  one; 
and,  if  Congress  made  all  the  appropriations  which 
were  absolutely  necessary  for  the  support  of  Go- 


vernment, that  deficit  would  not  be  less  than  fin 
millions. 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  criticise  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury,  and  to  contend  that 
tbe  latter  bad  proved  himself  more  of  a  knave  than 
a  fool.  He  contended  thai  the  report  was  deceit- 
ful, and  merely  got  up  just  as  the  Secretary  was 
going  out  of  effice,  to  make  a  show  of  economy. 

Mr.  R.  text  adverted  to  the  subject  of  an  extra 
session,  the  Florida  war,  the  pension  list,  tbe  com- 
promise act,  ihe  tubacco  interest,  etc 

He  next  argued  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  our 
naval  force,  the  building  of  steam  ships,  etc.  so 
that  we  might  be  prepared  for  any  aggression  from 
Great  Britaia.  But  in  order  to  do  that  we  must 
have  money,  and  to  raise  money  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  adopt  tbe  proposition  of  Mr.  Ba&nard. 

Mr/R.  then  proceeded  to  give  his  views  in  fa- 
vor of  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  publio 
lands.  Io  ^e  course  ot  his  remarirs  on  this  head, 
he  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  course  taken 
by  Mr.  Wise  in  opprsing  the  distribution  system 
as  an  absurdity.  He  (Mr.  R  )  had  always  always 
considered  that  the  principle  of  a  distribution  was 
one  of  the  cardinal  points  of  Whig  doctrine. 

Alluding  to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Wis*  against 
an  extra  session,  Mr.  R.  desired  to  know  if  that 
gentleman  was  willing  to  permit  the  Sub  Treasury 
law  to  remain  in  operation  until  the  next  regular 
session.  He  was  surprised  at  the  expressions  of 
that  gentleman  against  the  calling  of  an  extra  ses- 
sion. But  should  an  extra  session  be  called,  the  gen*  t 
tleman  might  be  assured  that  his  [Mr.  Ws  ]  speech ' 
would  be  taken  as  a  text  book  for  every  Loco  Poco 
in  the  House.  The  gentleman  had  said  that  an 
extra  session  would  be  impruient  under  tbe  present 
slate  of  exc  tement  of  tbe  public  mind.  lie  (Mr. 
R.)  wa<  sorry  tbe  gigantic  mind  of  the  gentleman 
had  come  to  that  conclusion. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  assured  the  committee  that  tbe 
distance  between  two  ends  of  his  rod  on  this  sub- 
ject would  te  very  short  indeed.  Yes,  they  might 
be  assured  that  his  song  on  this  bill  would  be  very 
short  indeed.  He  hoped  his  humble  s-elf  would  be 
permitied,  however,  to  say  a  few  words  in  dissent 
from  the  remarks  of  his  friend  who  had  just  sat 
down. 

Mr.  R.  after  some  humorous  observations  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Ratmcr,  in  respect  to  tbe  Florida  war 
and  the  late  New  Jersey  contested  election  case,  al- 
luded to  the  proscription  which,  it  was  said,  would 
distinguish  the  coming  Administration,  and  main- 
tained that  it  was  right;  for,  said  he,  if  my  friend 
was  about* to  establish  a  Catholic  church,  would  he 
put  a  Presbyterian  or  a  Mormon  at  the  head  of  it? 
Certainly  not. 

As  to  Trearury  notes  Mr.  R.  .-aid  he  would 
rather  void  for  ten  millions  than  for  five;  but  as  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means- 
divested  of  all  par'y  spirit — had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion th*t  »he  amount  provided  fir  by  the  bill 
would  be  sufficient,  be  would  vote  for  it,  although, 
as  he  had  sa  d,  he  would  prefer  voting  for  a  larger  • 
sum.  Mr.  R.  said  gentVmen  seemed  to  think  it  a 
dishonor  not  to  have  an  over i« wing  Treasury, 
but  he  would  always  prefer  a  depletion  to  a  sur- 
plus. It  was  no  dishonor  to  have  a  weak  Treasu- 
ry and  a  strong  and  powerful  people.  Tbe  money 
was  in  the  peopled  pockets,  and  with  it  they  were 
exerting  their  industrial  energies;  and  it  was  far  bet- 
ter for  them  to  have  the  money  than  pile  it  up  in 
the  Treasury.  Aa  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  she 
had  this  year  produced  immense  crops  ef  wheat 
and  corn,  and  such  bad  been  the  case  all  over  the 
West.  The  country,  he  said,  was  doing  better  than 
it  had  heretofore  done.  We  heard,  it  is  true,  a 
great  cry  for  relief,  but  it  came  from  those  who 
would  not  work;  from  those  who  sit  be- 
fore stcre  doors  on  boxes,  and,  when  it  is  hot 
weather,  move  into  the  shade,  and  in  cold  weather 
bask  in  the  sunshine.  These  weve  the  men 
who  were*  continually  crying   out  for  "dtoigd" 

And  are  we  (said  Mr.  R.)  to  be  terrified  with  a 
few  Treasury-notes?  No,*irl  Our  honor  and  cha- 
racter are  pledged  for  their  redemption;  and  they  may 
be  redeemed  sooner,  perhaps,  than  the  holders 
wish.  In  our  county,  our  pre-emption  men  and 
iquatters,  as  they  are  here  called,  seek  with  great 
avidity  alter  them;  they  are  as  good  as  gold  dust. 
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Then  we  cannot  hesitate  to  issue  Treasury  notes. 
Mr.  ft.  then  entered  into  a  defence  of  Levi  < 
Woodbury,  from  the  charges  that  had  been 
made  against  him  as  to  his  coarse  daring 
the* suspension  of  1837,  insisting  that  because  he, 
obeyed  his  oath  to  support  the  laws  of  the  land,  he 
was  condemned  for  doing  what  hefeould  not  avoid. 
Mr.  R.  also  referred  to  the  allusion  of  his  friend 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barsmrd,]  as  to  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  being  characterized 
by  fraud,  and;  said  that  the  country  would  justify 
the  report,  as  it  showed  wherein  our  prosperity  con- 
sisted, viz:  in  the  exportation  of  the  country,  and 
the  energies  of  the  people. 

Mr..R.  remarked  that  a  great  deal  had  been  said 
about  public  lands;  and  he  thought  it  bis  duty  to 
say  that  he  would  do  his  utmost  to  get  through  the 
House  the  pre-emption  bill,  just  passed  by  the  Se- 
nate. If  it  was  a  subject  of  which  the  people  knew 
nothing,  be  would  have  no  objection  to  a  delate 
upon  it;  but  as  it  had  been  up  for  forty  years,  he 
did  not  consider  discussion  necessary.  Demo- 
•  crata,  he  knew,  would  vote  for  it  like  a  book. 
For  himself,  he  went  for  the  log  cabin  men,  be- 
cause they  go  for  the  country  both  in  war  and  in 
peace.  Let  it  be  understood  (said  Mr.  R.)  that  it 
is  for  the  honest  poor  man  we  legislate,  and  if  I 
were  to  indulge  la  legislation  for  the  rich  especial- 
ly, I  would  not  dare  go  home  to  my  constituent*. 
Notwithstanding  all  that  had  been  said  upon  the 
subject,  the  object  of  Government  i<  a  revenue  from 
the  public  lands,  and  we  needed  it  more  now  than 
at  any  other  time.  The  preemption  sj  stem,  in  his 
opinion,  was  the  most  reasonable  course  ever  pur* 
sued;  the  man  who  put  his  family  on  the  land,  and 
cultivated  it,  ought  to  be  preferred — because,  by 
so  doing,  he  comes  nearer  an  actual  settler  than  by 
any  other  mode.  As  a  widow,  even,  could  settle  on 
the  public  land,  let  her  do  it  as  a  pre-emption 
lady.  She  might  get  a  husband,  and  become  a 
married  lady  by  doing  so.  There  had  also  been  a 
talk  that  aliens  ought  not  to  purchase  the  land. 
Now  in  our  country  (said  Mr.  R)  we  go 
on  a  mors  liberal  system  than  people  do  in 
any  part  of  the  world.  Aliens  settle  on  the  land, 
and  by  our  laws  can  transmit  it  to  their  children. 
Aliens,  too,  voted  at  the  elections  in  Illinois.  Un- 
der the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
Constitution  of  Illinois,  they  bad  a  right  to  vote. 
In  that  State  such  had  been  the  practice  for  twenty 
years  past.  The  Constitution  of  Illinois  provided 
that  in  all  elections,  male  white  inhabitants  above 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  had  resided  six 
months  |in  the  State,  were  qualified  electors.  The 
Constitution  of  the  TJni'ed  States  had  these  remar- 
kable words:  "The  House  of  Representatives 
shall  be  composed  of  members  chosen  every  se- 
cond year  by  the  people  of  the  several  Stales,  and 
the  electors  in  each  State  shall  have  the  qualifica- 
tionM  reqmiUJor  electors  of  the  mod  numerous  branch 
tftkt  BUte  Lrgi$Utur$» 

Mr.  R.  after  some  explanation  as  to  the  intention 
of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  in  respect  to  this  passage,  concluded  by  say- 
ing that  there  was  no  power  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment which  said  that  a  State  shall  not  regulate  its 
own  Government 

Mr.  8TEENROD  said  that  be  wa«  desirous 
•f  addressing  the  House  on  the  various  topics  which 
had  been  introduced  into  this  discussion;  but  as  his 
colleague  [Mr.  Malloby]  had  recently  taken  his 
'  seat,  and  had  evinced  a  disposition  to  address  the 
committee,  he  would,  with  pleasure,  yield  the  floor 
to  him,  as  the  limited  time  now  remaining,  before 
the  bill  would  be  taken  out  of  committee,  would 
notallow  them  both  to  occupy  the  floor. 

Mr.  MALLORY,  after  some  brief  reorarks  by 
way  of  apology  for  obtruding  himself  upon  the 
committee  at  that  late  hour,  observed  that  his  main 
object  in  rising  was  to  notice  the  remarks  of  the 
gentlemen  from  North  Carolina  and  Maryland 
[Messrs.  Raymul  and  Jenifer]  in  relation  to  the 
course  pursued  by  his  honorable  colleague  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise.] 

file  gentleman  from  Maryland,  in  bis  speech  a 
few  days  ago,  had  said  that  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  ^Virginia  [Mr.  Wisx]  were  none  of 
them  in  unison  with  the  doctrines  of  his  Whig 


Now,  observed  Mr.  M.  I  do  not  intend  te  be  read 
out  of  school  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland; 
but  I  take  this  occasion  to  say  that,  with  one  ex- 
ception, I  folly  approve,  endo  se,  and  intend  widely 
to  circulate,  the  speech  of  my  honorable  colleague, 
[Mr.  Wise.} 

Yes,  said  Mr.  M.  the  ground  on  which  my  hono- 
rable colleague  has  placed  himself  is  the  ground  on 
which  we  Harrison  men,  in  Virginia,  intend  to 
rally.  When  I  entered  the  Harrison  party  I  did 
not  intend  to  compromise  my  principles;  and  I 
will  further  say,  that  if  those  principles  on  which 
I  and  my  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Wise]  have 
taken  our  Hand,  are  not  to  be  the  principles  of  the 
administration  of  General  Hasrison,  then  I  say 
ihat  we  and  the  people  of  Virginia  have  been  gross- 
ly deceived. 

The  doctrines  laid  down  in  the  speech  of  my  ho- 
norable colleague  are  doctrines  which  1  will  main- 
tain, and  by  which  I  will  stand  or  fall. 

But  the  gentleman  from  North  Catolioa  [Mr. 
Ratner]  has  said  that  the  remarks  of  my  colleague 
are  "ominous,"  etc.  Now  I  ask  that  gentleman  to 
say  what  are  the  principles  avowed  by  my  col- 
league in  his  speech  which  be  has  not  always  avow- 
ed? I  beg  to  assure  the  gentleman  that  the  princi- 
ples of  my  colleague  are  the  principles  of  the 
Whig*  of  Virginia,  if  they  are  not  the  principles  of 
the  Wh  gs  in  North  Carolina. 

But  what,  said  Mr.  M.  has  my  colleague  ad- 
vanced that  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the 
coming  Administration? 

Is  a  National  Bank  to  be  one  of  the  leading 
measures  of  the  coming  Administration?  And  did 
not  General  Harrison  say  that  be  would  not  resari 
to  a  National  Bank  if  it  were  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary?   My  colleague  said  the  same  thing. 

Is  it  the  tariff  question  to  which  the  gentleman 
alludes?  Well,  1  understood  General  Harrison  to 
avow  that  he  was  in  favor  of  standing  by  the  com- 
promise;  and  my  colleague  said  the  same  thing. 
Also,  in  regard  to  internal  improvement,  he  took 
the  same  ground. 

•  I  will  repeat,  therefore,  said  Mr.  M.  that  if  the 
principles  avowed  by  my  colleague  are  not  to  be 
the  principles  of  the  approaching  administration  of 
General  Harrison,  then  we  are  ourselves  greatly  de- 
ceived, and  we  have  deceived  others. 

But  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  said  he 
was  pained  and  surprised  at  the  course  of  my  eol- 
eague  in  his  remarks  on  the  measures  of  the  com- 
ing Administration;  also  that  he  thought  my  col- 
league might  have  waited  at  l»ast  until  General 
Harrison  should  have  arrived  in  this  city.  Now, 
said  Mr.  M.  why  did  not  other  gentlemen,  who 
spok«  before  him,  adopt  the  same  plan?  I  will  un- 
dertake to  say  that  my  colleague  would  have  waited 
until  the  arrival  of  General  Harrison,  if  other 
gentlemen  bad  thought  proper  to  do  the  same.  But 
such  had  not  been  the  case.  Oiher  gentlemen  had 
given  their  views  without  reserve,  and  be  and  his 
colleague  were  not  going  lo  permit  public  opinion 
to  be  pre- judged,  even  if  the  indications  did  come 
from  a  high  quarter. 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  subject  of 
an  extra  session.  The  brief  time  remaining  for 
him  to  speak  would  not  allow  htm  to  eater  into  a 
regular  argument,  but  he  would  fire  a  few  short  at 
random.  For  his  part,  he  was  opposed  to  a  called 
session.  He  was  opposed  to  it  on  the  "let  alone" 
principle.  It  would  be  extremely  injudicious  and 
unwise  in  the  present  state  of  public  feeling  to 
think  of  such  a  measure.  Tbe  body  politic  was 
sick,  but  he  did  not  believe  it  labored  under  any  seri- 
ous organic  disease.  It  was  sick,  however ,  and  it 
wanted  rest  in  order  to  recover  from  its  recent  fe- 
ver and  excitement.  In  its  present  feverish  state  it 
would  be  extremely  imprudent  to  add  additional 
excitement.  Tbe  proper  way  for  it*  recovery  to  a 
proper  and  healthy  ton*,  would  be  to  avoid  all 
stimulation.  Let  it  be  left  alone  for  a  while,  and 
it  would  restore  i»self.  He  believed  the  elements 
of  prosperity  were  still  to  be  found  in  the  country, 
and  if  allowed  time,  would  soon  settle  down  into 
order.  But  for  his  part  he  was  unwilling  to  reagi- 
tate  them  so  soon  by  a  called  session.  He  was  on- 
willing  to  pass  through  another  summer  of  politi- 
cal turmoil.  They  wanted  rest,  and  if  they  ex- 
pected to  do  weU,  they  must  have  it. 


How  could  the  advocates  of  a  called  sesvioa  et- 
pect  that  General  Harrison,  immediately  on  coming 
into  power,  should,  without  proper  time  for  ex- 
amination and  reflection,  precipitate  himself  into 
great  measures.  No:  tbe  proper  plan  woald  be  to 
allow  General  Harrison  time  te  look  around  him, 
and  to  examine  into  the  true  state  of  affairs  before 
he  acted.  Above  all,  he  (Mr.  M.)  was  against 
placing  General  Harrison  in  a  condition  where  he 
would  be  compelled  to  comtni'  himself  to  the  scheme 
of  any  man. 

But  be  (Mr.  M.)  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  one  striking  inconsistency.  The  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  had  been  speskiag 
earnestly  about  economy,  but  the  first  step  hi  had 
advocated  was  a  ca  led  fesaen,  which  would  take 
three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  from  the 
public  Treasury ! 

He  Mr.  M.  did  not  believe  a  called  session  was 
necessary.  He  believed  that  when  General  Harri- 
son came  into  power  he  would  act  on  the  plan  of 
reform  and  retrenchment.  And  if  gentlemen  who 
bad,  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  been  talking 
about  reform  and  retrenchment,  would  now  set 
upon  that  system  themselves,  there  would  be  no 
necessity  for  incurring  the  expense  of  a  called  ses- 
sion. 

But  much  had  been  said  about  the  deficiency  in 
the  Treasury  at  this  time.  Several  gentlemen  had 
given  their  ideas  on  the  subject,  bat  from  the  differ- 
ent results  to  which  they  arrive,  it  was  obfioos 
that  none  of  them  could  tell  what  the  real  deficiency 
was.  For  instance,  one  gentleman  had  set  it  dowa 
at  seven  millions,  while  another  had  come  te  ihe 
conclusion  that  it  was  forty  millions.  Now,  btre 
was  a  difference  between  two  gentleman  only,  of 
thirty-three  tniUiimt. 

It  was,  therefore,  evident  that  the  real  deficiency 
in  the  Treasury  could  not  be  now  ascertained.  Of 
what  earthly  use  could  it  be,  then,  to'have  a  called 
session  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  loan,  when  it 
could  not  be  known  what  amount  they  would  re- 
quire. How  was  it  possible  that  in  the  short  period 
elapsing  between  the  time  General  Harrison  came 
into  power,  and  the  expected  session,  that  the  real 
condition  of  the  matter  could  be  examined,  so  as  to 
ascertain  what  would  be  necessary? 

In  the  present  state  of  affairs,  he  was  opposed  to 
a  loan,  for  he  believed  that,  should  one  be  autho- 
rized, it  would  remain  a  permanent  debt  upon  the 
Government  for  years  to  come.  He  was  in  tavor , 
of  the  present  biD,  although  at  the  last  Congress  be 
had  voted  against  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  At 
the  last  Congress,  when  they  were  asked,  he  was 
against  them,  hecause  he  b:lieved  they  were  in- 
tended for  a  circulation.  But  now,  when  the  pre- 
sent Administration  was  going  out  of  power,  be 
would  vote  for  J  hem  as  a  temporary  expedient,  and 
as  a  temporary  expedient  alone. 

He  (Mr.  M)  was  opposed  to  a  called  session  for 
any  purpose  whatever,  either  for  raising  revenue, 
or  any  thing  else.  Hi  believed  a  called  session 
would  inevitably  precipitate  them  into  tbe  great 
questions  of  a  National  Bank,  the  tariff,  and  other 
matters.  Now  he  was  adverse  to  this.  He  wished 
tbe  people  of  this  country  to  have  proper  time  for 
reflection,  before  they  acted  on  so  important  a 
question  as  a  revision  of  the  tariff. 

I  would  advise  you,  said  Mr.  M.  instead  of  loan- 
ing the  banks  money,  by  laying  taxes  on  tbe  peo- 
ple, to  study  retrenchment  and  reform.  I  would 
say  lo  General  Harrison,  study  this  book,  (the  Blue 
Book.)  1  would  advise  him  to  study  the  speeches 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Bond's,)  Pennsyl- 
vania,(Ogle's)and  Vermont, which  inculcate  reform. 

But  gentlemen  had  now  nothing  to  say  about 
retrenchment  and  reform.  The  cry  was  now  "mo- 
ney !"  umoney !"  "money !'»  Yes  gentlemen  must 
have  "money,"  and  to  get  money,  they  must  raise 
the  taxes. 

So,  from  present  indications,  notwithstanding  all 
the  past  cry  of  retrenchment  and  reform,  it  was 
evident  that  nothing  was  to  be  saved  by  tbe  change. 
All  they  had  gained,  it  appeared  by  the  turn  of  the 
political  wheel,  was  to  put  eta  one  set  of  charla- 
tans, and  put  in  another  se*. 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  say  that  if  the  success 
of  North  Carolina  was  to  be  used  as  an  argument 
for  consolidation,  much  as  he  mourned  over  his 
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States,,  and  could  see  that  a  National  Bank  could 
be  established,  the  Sub-Treasury  law  repealed,  tbe 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  distributed,  the  tariff 
revised,  Ac.  and  bad  aa  assurance  to  that  effect,  he 
would  convene  Congress  instantly  to  act  on  that 
emergency. 

[Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana  bere  read  from  the  Con* 
stitotion  of  the  United  States  that  part  which  says 
that  the  President  umay,  on  exsmordinary  occa- 
sions, convene  both  Houses,  or  either  of  them,u.and 
asked  Mr.  IT.  whether  the  "emergency"  contem- 
plated by  the  Constitution  depended  on  the  prepon- 
derance of  one  or  other  of  the  political  parties  of 
the  country.] 

Mr.  IT.  said  he  would  answer  what  constituted 
an  emergency.  Any  matter  of  great  public  eon* 
cern  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  was  an  emergency. 
Suppose  the  President  wished  war  to  be  declared, 
and  desired  Congress  to  act  upon  the  subject. 
Suppose  one  Congress  will  net  act  upon  it,  and  the 
next  would.  Oo^it  it  not  to  be  taken  into  view 
whether  be  would  call  Congress  together  or  not! 
The  present  emergency  (he  said)  grew  out  of  a  de- 
preciated bank  currency,  the  want  of  a  uniform 
currency,  and  the  embarrassed  condition  in  which 
the  States  were  placed.  And  in  acting  upon  this 
emergency,  the  President  ought  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  elements  which  would  constitute  the 
next  Congress. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine  said,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  bad  well  characterized  the  Whig 
party  as  being  held  together  by  a  rope  of  sand.  He 
could  not  have  give  a  more  happy  illustration.  Mr. 
S  in  a  humorous  manner,  was  alluding  to  the  beau- 
tiful specimens  of  cohesion  of  the  Federal  party  in 
Maine  and  Massachusetts,  when 

The  CHAIR  announced  that  the  hour  of  seven 
having  arrived,  farther  debate  would  not  be  in 
order. 

The  question  first  in  order  was  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Barnard  to  s'rike  out  the  enacting  clause. 

Which,  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— Ayes  55,  noes  107. 

Mr.  WISE  now  offered  his  amendment,  viz: 

Provided,  That  in  case  the  Treasury  notes  out- 
standing  and  unredeemed,  issued  nnder  former 
laws  of  Congress,  added  to  the  amount  of  such 
notes  issued  under  the  act  and  actually  expended, 
or  issued  to  meet  payments  due  and  payable  before 
the  4th  day  of  March  next,  shall,  on  the  4th  day 
of  March  next,  exceed  the  sum  of  five  minions  of 
dollars,  then  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue,  by 
virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  such  further 
amount  of  the  said  notes  as  will  make  the  whole 
amount  issued  under  this  act  and  applicable  to 
payments  falling  doe  after  the  4d  day  of  March 
next,  the  full  sum  of  fife  millions  of  dollars. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative;  ayes  90,  noes  57. 

The  amendment  submitted  .by  Mr.  Jenifer  on 
Saturday  last,  and  which  he  gave  notice  he  would 
offer  at  (he  proper  time,  at  his  request  was  then 
read  as  follow.-. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sfc  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  authorized  to  raise  by  loan  such 
sum  or  sums  as  the  exigencies  of  the  Government 
may  require,  but  not  to  exceed  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, at  an  imprest  not  more  than  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  to  be  reimbursed  at  any  time  after  twelve 
months,  whenever  the  condition  of  the  Treasury 
will  permit. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  amendment  was 
not  now  in  order,  as  the  gentleman  on  Saturday  had 
merely  signified  his  tntrniton  to  offer  it. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Coans  was  next  read  ^ 
as  follows: 

Section  2  And  be  UJvrfier  tnacUd,  That  when- 
ever proof  shall  be  exhibited,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
tf-e  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  loss  or  de- 
struction of  any  Treasury  note  issued  under  the 
authority  of  any  act  of  Congress,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  Secretary.  *P°n  receiving  bond, 
with  sufficient  security  to  indemnify  the  United 
Stales  against  any  other  claim  on  account  of  the 
Treasury  note  alleged  to  be  so  lost  or  destroyed,  to 
psy  the  amount  due  on  such  note,  to  the  person 
who  had  lost,  or  in  whose  possession  it  had  been 
destroyed. 


good  old  State  ol  Virginia,  he  would  prefer  the 
good  old  mother  with  all  her  faults. 

Tbe  gentleman,  said  Mr.  M.  has  talked  about 
the  "abstractions"  of  my  colleague.  But  I  will 
tell  that  gentleman,  that  if  it  be  an  abstraction  to 
oppese  a  high  tariff— if  it  be  an  abstraction  to  op- 
pose a  distribution  of  (he  public  lands,  when  in  the 
very  language  of  the  gentleman,  the  Treasury  is 
empty,  then  I  tell  the  gentleman  that  I  also  am  an 
abstractionist. 

Bui,  continued  Mr.  M.  I  wish  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Jenifer]  to  understand,  that  I  do 
not  intend  to  be  read  out  of  church  by  him  notwith- 
staadinsN  I  labored  as  ardently  in  the  cause  of 
General  Harrison  as  that  gentleman  did,  and  I  in- 
lend-lo  support  the  administration  of  General  Har- 
rison as  far  as  I  can.  But  if  that  Administration 
shall  not  square  with  the  promises  and  pledges 
which  I  eoneeve  it  has  given  to  the  country,  why 
then  1  cannot  go  with  that  Administration.  But  I 
will  also  say,  that  if  the  coming  Administration 
should  even  pursue  a  course  contrary  to  my  ex- 
pectations, I  shall  not  regret  that  I  have  lent  my 
aid  in  the  elevation  of  General  Harrison.  For  if 
his  ejection  accomplish  no'hiog  else,  it  has  had  the 
effect  of  breaking  down  party  trammels  with  us  in 
the  South;  and  henceforward,  we  shall  be  able  to 
meet,  not  on  men,  but  on  great  principles. 

He,  Mr.  M.  could  net  but  admire  the 
ealotiom  which  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Rather] 
had  passed  upon  the  gentleman  fro  a  South 
Carolina.  He  had,  however,  talked  a  good 
deal  about  star  gazing  and  about  people  shaking 
their  heads  against  a  lamp  post.  But  be,  Mr.  M. 
would  tell  the  gentleman,  that  there  were  mors 
times  for  star  gazing  than  one.  He  would  ask  the 
gentleman  not  to  look  too  much  to  the  bright  hori- 
zon before  him,  and  in  looking  at  the  wants  of  the 
Presidentelect,  not  to  forget  "home."  Let  him  look 
at  the  storm  ahead;  the  storm  which  would  certain- 
ly grow  out  of  ibis  discussion  at  home.  And  when 
mat  storm  should  burst  upon  them,  it  would  sweep 
away  ftom  the  ocean  many  a  gallant '  bark  that 
new  sailed  proudly  before  the  breeze. 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  say  that  he  had  no 
fears  for  the  coming  Administration  of  General 
Harrison.  He  believed  ft  at  great  man  would 
draw  around  him  persons  of  talent,  who  would  aid 
him  in  ascertaining  the  true  state  of  tbe  country, 
and  men  who  would  be  able  to  make  a  true  expo- 
sition of  its  affairs.  He  bad  not  the  least  doubt, 
neither,  but  that  General  Harrison  would  have 
ample  means  to  carry  on  the  Government,  if  be 
should,  as  he,  Mr.  M.  had  no  doubt,  carry  on  a 
s? stem  of  retrenchment  and  reform.  A  great  sav- 
ing could  be  effected  by  a  different  administration 
of  the  various  departments.  la  the  collection  of 
the  revenue  alone,  he  believed  that  from  five  to 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  might  be 
saved  by  a  proper  administration  of  the  Treasury 
Department. 

Also  in  the  administration  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment he  believed  almost  enough  could  be  saved  to 
pay  t  he  expenses  of  the  Florida  war. 

Do  wu  with  your  internal  improvement,  said  Mr. 
M—  down  with  your  distribution,  (ror  1  think  tbe 
President  elect  isnot  in  favoref  carry  in?  on  internal 
improvement  at  the  expense  of  tbe  General  Go- 
vern orient,)  pursue  a  system  of  retrenchment,  sod 
then  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  G-  neral 
Harrison  will  soon  save  money  enough  to  pay  all 
the  debts  of  this  Government. 

Bat,  said  Mr.  M.  I  protest  in  advance  against 
any  man,  or  any  set  of  men,  undertaking  to  commit 
General  Harrison  to  any  political  scheme.  Gene- 
ral Harrison  was  elected  on  the  "ooe  term"  princi- 
ple; trat  if  that  principle  is  to  result  in  this,  that  the 
President,  instead  of  acting  for  the  public  good,  is 
to  be  used  to  bolster  up  the  schemes  of  one,  why, 
I  had  almost  said,  he  had  better  be  President  for 
life. 

Mr.  M.  went  on  to  say  that  he  found  fault  with 
no  Whig  in  the  House  for  expressing  himself  in  re-* 
latkra  to  internal  improvements:,  the  tariff,  or  Na- 
tional Bank  or  other  measures.  He  was  willing 
to  bear  all  that  gentlemen  might  have  to  say,  and 
expected  to  be  heard  in  return,  without  being  pro- 
scribed for  eo  doing. 

Bat  what  did  they  see?  Why,  his  colleague  [Mr. 


Wisr]  the  other  day  had  given  hi*  views  on  these 
grt*at  measure.*;  bad  avowed  his  opinions;  when 
lo!  gentlemen  rose  and  expressed  their  suspicions 
that  he  was  about  to  quit  the  party.  This  was 
wrong.  Let  every  man  express  bis  opinions,  with- 
out th<  reby  subjecting  himself  to  the  suspicion,  that 
by  so  doing  he  was  about  to  leave  the  party. 

Mr.  JENIFER  here  made  an  explanation  to  the 
effect  that  he  had  said  nothing  about  Mr.  Wise 
being  about  to  desert  his  party. 

Mr.  WISE  a<ked  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  had  any  distrust  of- him. 

Mr.  JENIFER  made  some  reply,  which  cooM 
not  be  heard. 

Mr.  WISE.  Well,  then,  I  suppose  the  gentle- 
man takes  it  f»r  granted  that  the  party  will  go  with 
Mil,  when  at  the  same  time,  who  knows  what  the 
measures  of  General  Harrison  will  be.  Were  there 
not  some  gentleman  making  principles  for  General 
Harri-on  before  he  came  into  power?  But  when 
it  was  not  known  what  the  principles  of  the  coming 
adnvnistrati-n  would  be,  how  could  it  be  said  that 
he  was  a»-out  to  desert  his  party  1  He  (Mr.  W.) 
did  not  take  rht  gentleman  from  Maryland  as  the 
administration. 

After  pome  further  explanations  between  him- 
self and  Mr.  Jenifcb, 

Mr.  WISE  observed  that  had  it  not  been  for 
other  gentlemen  expressing  their  views,  what  they 
would  do,  etc  he  would  n?ver  have  said  a  word. 
But  as  every  member  on  the  floor,  who  had  pre- 
viously spoken,  had  given  his  views  in  relation  to 
the  coming  Administration,  he  thought  it  was  as 
fair  for  one  as  for  another.  And  as  others  had  ad- 
ministered their  little  nostrums  for  the  cure  of  the 
4 ideate,  he,  although  not  a  regular  physician, 
thought  he  would  do  so  too. 

Mr.  MALLORT  then  resumed  bis  remarks,  and 
observed  thaut  the  very  outset  he  had  been  taunted 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  as  not  feing 
one  of  the  party.  They  had  also  b?en  taunted  the 
other  day  with  not  having  common  schools  in  Vir- 
ginia But  if  they  had  not  common  reboot?, 
they  had  schools  in  Virginia  which  enabled 
them   to  understand  sign*,  as  well  as  other  peo- 

Sle.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Ionrov)  had  talked  also  about  the  "abstrac- 
tions" of  Virginia.  Now  he  would  tell  that 
gentleman,  that  with  all  their  "abstractions," 
they  had  common  s?nse  enough  to  get  a  steamboat 
below  a  bridge  before  they  built  it  up.  Mr.  M. 
here  related  an  amusing  anecdote,  where  come 
common  school  people  of  the  North  bui't  a  bridge 
in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  their  getting  out  a 
seAmboa';  (a  member  at  the  Reporter's  elbow  sug* 
g'S"d  that  it  was  similar  to  the  mason  who  built 
his  leg  in  a  chimney.) 

Mr.  M.  after  some  further  remarks  in  relation 
to  the  tariff,  etc.  observed  that  as  the  time  for  d  s 
cb arcing  the  committee  from  the  bill  was  now  at 
hand,  he  most  conclude. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  sa;d  that  some  of  his 
friends  had  regretted  this  manifestation  of  differ- 
ence of  opin  on  among  members  of  the  Whig  par- 
ty on  this  floor.  Now,  for  Irs  par,  he  was  rejoiced 
at  it.  It  must  come  at  some  time,  and  the  s>oner 
the  better.  Let  us  know  what  our  friends  think  of 
it,  (said  Mr.  U.)  let  them  consider  it,  and  be  pre- 
pared for  future  events.  But  if  the  separation 
c(  mes.  let  us  part  like  friends— let  us  not  attempt 
to  bicd  onrselves  together  by  a  rope  of  sand,  for 
that  will  not  bind  us  together  as  firmly  as  we 
ought  to  be. 

In  relation  to  the  propriety  of  a  called  sew'on, 
Mr.  U.  asked,  who  had  been  authorized  to  sneak 
for  General  Harrison?  Had  any  one?  No  I  Then 
who  brought  it  forward?  Who  endorsed  it  for  the 
Whig  part)?  It  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  mere  ex- 
pression o!  centlemen  as  to  the  propriety  of  such  a 
measure.  It  remained  for  General  Harrison,  when 
he  should  be  inducted  into  office,  to  atcertain  whe- 
ther this  or  that  object  could  be  accomplished  by  an 
extra  session. 

Mr  U.  considered  the  intimation  of  a  called  ses- 
sion as  utterly  premature.  It  ought  to  be  decided 
when  all  the  elections  shall  have  taken  place.  Gen. 
Harrison  could  then  jndge,  from  the  elements  of 
Congress,  what  could  or  could  not  be  done.  Mr. 
U.  said  that  if  he  ware  the  Resident  of  the  United 
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On  ibe  quesion  beinj  taken,  the  amendment  was 
negatived— Tea*  78,  nce^  82 

Mr.  OREBN  (as  Mr.  Stanlt  was  abmO  moved 
that  ihc  amend nient  of  ibat  gentleman  be  now 
taken  op,  which  motion  prevailed.  It  was  then  read 
as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  tf  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  Slates  of  America  U  Congress 
ammbUdy  That  from  and  afier  ihe  day 

of  on  the  importation  of  attice*  hereaf  er 

mentioned,  there  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and 
paid  the  following  dotes,  that  is  to  $a} : 

On  all  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk 
shall  be  a  component  part,  coming  from  beyond 
the  Cape  of  G  jod  Hope,  twenty  percent,  ad  valo- 
rem. 

On  all  manufactures  of  bilk,  or  of  which  silk 
shall  be  a  component  part,  coming  from  this  side 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  ten  per  cent,  ad  Va- 
lorem* 

On  all  wines,  except  the  wines  of  France,  twent? 
per  cent,  ad  valorem 

On  all  wines  of  France,  ai  toon  as  the  treaty 
wi«h  France  will  allow,  a  doty  of  twenty  per  cent. 
ad  valorem. 

On  nil  bleached  and  no  bleached  linens,  table 
linen,  linen  napkins,  an  1  linen  cambrics,  twenty 
per  cent,  ad  valorem* 

The  foregoing  datic's  being  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  and  the  spirit  of  ihe  act  of  March  2i, 
1833. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  laws  inconsis- 
tent with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  WISE  submitted  whether  the  amendment 
was  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  was. 

Mr.  BEATTY  appealed  from  the  decision  of  ibe 
'Chair,  bat  before  the  question  was  taken,  "Saall 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  &taod  as  the  judgment  of 
the  Hon<e?" 

Mr.  GREEN  wi-hdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia  offered  the  following 
as  an  amendment,  which  was  rejected  without  a 
couaU 

Provided,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
officer  of  the  Government  to  tender  or  propose  to 
pay  any  Treasury  note  or  notes  thus  authorized  to 
be  issued,  to  any  person  having  demands  against 
ihe  Government,  or  to  pay  the  same,  unless  asked 
for  or  desired  by  ths  creditor. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee now  rise,  and  report  the  bill  as  amended  to  the 
House;  which  motion  prevailed,  and 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  House 
the  bH  as  amended;   which,  on  motion   of  Mr. 
CRABB,  was  read  as  follow.*: 
A  BILL  to  author'z*  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes. 

Be  it  enacted  bu  the  Senate  atii  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stares 
"is  hereby  authorized  to  cau^e  Treasury  notes  to  be 
issued  for  such  sunt  or  sums  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  Government  may  require,  but  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars  of  this  emission,  out- 
standing at  any  one  lime,  to  be  reimbursed  in  the 
last  quarters  of  the  year,  if  the  condition  of  the 
Treasury  will  permit  it,  and  to  be  issued  under  the 
limitations  and  other  provision*  contained  in  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  inning  of 
Treasury  notes,"  approved  the  twelfth  d*y  of  Octo- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundre  I  and  thirty-seven, 
and  as  modified  by  an  act  entitled  "An  act  addi- 
tional to  the  act  on  thesnbject  of  Treasury  notes,1' 
approved  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  forty,  except  thai  this  law 
shall  expire  in  one  year  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Provided,  That  in  case  the  Treasury  notes  out- 
standing and  unredeemed,  issued  under  former 
.laws  of  Congress,  added  to  ibe  amount  of  such 
notes  issued  under  this  a<  t  and  actually  expended, 
or  issued  to  meet  payments  due  and  payable  before 
the  4th  day  of  March  next,  thall,  on  ihe  4  h  day 
of  Match  next,  exceed  the  sum  of  five  millions  of 
ddllars,  then  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  t«»  issue,  by 
virtue  of  the  provisions  or  this  ac',  such  further 
amount  of  the  said  notes  as  will  make  the  whole 
amount  issued  under  this  act  and  ap,  licable  to 


payment-,  falling  due  after  ibe  4h  d<iy  <f  March 
nex>,  the  'i»ll  sum  of  five  millions  of  dol  ars. 

Mr.  JAMESON  mored  the  previous  question; 
which  wa s  seconded. 

And  the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  PROFF1T  called  for  the  yeas  and  na\s; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — Yeas  111, nays  79 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alford,  John  W.  Allen,  Ather- 
ton,  Banks,  Baker,  Beaity,  Beirne,  Black,  Black- 
well,  Bond,  Boydf  BrecVen ridge,  Brewster,  Briggs, 
Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  Wm.  O.  Buller, 
J  «hn  Campbell,  Carroll,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clif- 
ford, Coles,  Wm.  R.  Coop  r,  Davee,  John  Davi«, 
D  an,  D  >;g,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Fine, 
Fisher,  Fornance,  Galbraith,  Garland,  Gentry, 
Gerry,  Griffin,  Hand,  John  Hastings,  Hawes, 
Hawkin.*,  Htllen,  Holmes  Hubbard,  Jackson, 
Jameson,  Cha«.  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Killc, 
Leadbetter,  Leet.  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lowell,  Lucas, 
McCiellan,  MrCluie,  McCulIoch,  Merediih  Mal- 
lory,  Francis  Mallory,  Marchand,  Miller,  Mon- 
tanya,  Montgomery,  S.  W.  Morris,  M  rr:  w, 
Naylor,  Newhard,  Parmenter,  Pickens,  Prentiss, 
Reynolds,  Rhett,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Edward  Rogers, 
James  Rogers,  Samuels,  Sergeant,  Shaw.  Shepatd, 
Albert  Smith,  John  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Siark- 
wea  hr.r,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Stuart,  Samter,  Swear- 
ingen,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Taylor.  Philip  F.  Tho- 
mas Jacob  Thompson,  Triplet t,  Underwood,  Peter 
J.  Wagner,  Wattcrson,  Weller,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, Henry  Williams,  and  Wise— 109. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Andrews,  Barnard, 
Boardman,  Brock  way,  Aaron  Y.  Brown,  Carr, 
Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Connor,  James  Cooper, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Cur- 
tis, jrairett  Davis,  Dawson,  Debery,  Dennis,  Doe, 
Dromgoolc,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore, 
Gates,  Giddings,  Gogcin,  Goode,  Graham,  Granger, 
Graves,  Green,  Habersham,  Hall,  Henry,  Hill  of 
North  Carolina,  Holt,  Hunt,  James,  JenKer, 
Kempshall,  King,  Lane,  Linco'n,  McCarty,  Mar- 
vin, Mason,  MedilL,  Monroe,  Moore,  M^r*ao, 
Calvary  Morris,  Nisbet,  OAborne,  Paynter,  Peck, 
Pope,  Promt,  Randall,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Reed, 
Saltonstall,  SimDnton,  Truman  Smith,  Waddy 
Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  To  land,  Trumbull, 
Turney,  Warren,  Edward  D.  White,  John  White, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  and  Chris- 
topher H.  Williams— 79. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  engrossing  the  bill 
for  a  third  reading. 

Tfte  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for,  were  ordered, 
and  resulted — Yeas  126,  nays  69. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  John  W.  Al- 
len, Atherlon,Banks,  Bratty,  Beirne,  Blaek,  Black- 
well,  Boyd,  Brewsier,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  G. 
Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  William  0. 
Butler,  John  Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  William  R.  Cooper,  Crary,  Thomas 
Davee,  John  Davis,  Doan,  Doig,  Duncan,  Earl, 
Eastman,  Ely,  Evans,  Fine,  Fisher,  Fornance, 
Galbraiib,  Garland,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Griffin,  Hal), 
Hand,  John  Hastings,  Hawkins  Hi'l  of  Norh 
Carolina,  Hil'en,  Holmes,  Hubbard,  Hunt,  Jack- 
son, Jame*.-n,  Jenifer,  Charles  Johnston  Joseph 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  rJohn  W.  Jone?,  Keim, 
Kemble,  Kilie,  Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lew- 
is, Lincoln,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McCiellan,  McClnre, 
McCulIoch,  Meredith  Mallory,  Francis  Mallory, 
Marchand,  Mediil,  Miller,  Mon  tanya, Montgomery, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Morrow,  Nevhard,  Parmen- 
ter, Paynter,  Pickens,  Prentiss,  Randall,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  Rhett,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Edward  Ro- 
gers, James  Rogers,  Samuels,  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
Slade,  Albert  Smith,  John  Smih,  Thomas  Smith, 
Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Sumter,  Swear- 
ingen,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Philip  F. 
Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Triplett,  Torney, 
Vroom,  Pe  er  J.  Wagner,  Watterson,  Weller, 
Edwa'd  D.  White,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Thomas 
W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Lewis  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Wise— 125. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Andrews,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bell, 
Boardman,  Bond,  Breckenridge,  Briggt,  Brock- 
way,  Calhoun,    William    B.   Campbell,  Chinn, 


Clark,  Jam-8  Cooper,  Crabb,  Crans'on,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Garrett  Davi<,  Dawsm,  Debeny,  Dennis, 
Doe,  Drcmgoolr,  Edward*,  Evtrctt,  Fillmore, 
Gates,  Giddings,  Go»gin,  Goods,  Graham,  Gran- 
ger, Graver,  Green,  Hawes,  Henry,  Holt,Jame«, 
William  Cost  Johnson,  Kempshall,  King,  Lane, 
McCarty,  Marvin,  Mason,  Monroe,  Morgan, 
Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Nisbet,  OAborne,  Peck, 
Pope,  PronV,  Ririden,  Rayner,  Saltonstalt,. Si- 
monton,  Truman  Smith,  Stuart,  Waddy  Thomp- 
son, John  B.Thompson,  Toland,  Trumboll, Un- 
derwood, Warren,  John  While,  and  Christo- 
pher H.  Williams— 69. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fort 
third  reading. 

The  previous  question  was  then. moved  and  se- 
conded, and  the  bill  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEET,  at  8  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  Hcure  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRE3ENTATVJES, 

SatUbday,  February  6,  1841. 

Mr.  RAYNER,  on  leave,  presented  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  General  Assembly  of  ihe  State  of  North 
Carolina,  on  the  subject  of  the  pub'.ic  domain  and 
the  reopening  of  Roanoke  Inlet;  which  were  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RTJS9ELL  asked  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  execution  of  the  order  of  this 
Hou«e,  made  on  the  8?hday  of  January  last,  order- 
ing bills  Noa.  484,  4P5,  and  486,  to  be  made  the 
spcc'al  order  for  the  25ih  day  of  January  (then)  in- 
stant, and  then  take  precedence  of  all  other  busi- 
ness until  they  are  disposed  of,  be  postponed  until 
Tuesd-y  next,  and  that,  after  the  morning  hour,  rte 
H"use  will  this  day  proceed  to  the  conspiration  of 
private  bills,  to  the  passage  of  which  no  objection 
shall  be  made. 

[The  bilh  alluded  to  in  the  above  are  as  follows: 

A  bill  to  provide  for  purchasing  the  patent  for 
Raub's  safety  valve. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  employ  persons  t>  construct  apparatus 
with  a  view  to  extinguish  fires  on  beard  steamboats, 
and  to  test  its  utility;  and 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ((An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  better  security  of  Ihe  lives  of  passen- 
gers on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or 
part  b^  steam,  and  for  other  purposes,'1  approved 
July  7,  1838.J 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  offered  the  following  as 
a  modification  but  it  was  not  accepted: 

Resolsea\  Tnat  next  Thursday,  after  the  hour  of 
three,  and  until  Friday  until  three  o'clock,  be  set 
apart  for  the  bills  and  business  of  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Obj  ctioo  beirg  made  to  the  reception  of  the  re- 
solution, 

Mr.  RUSSELL  mored  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

And  on  that  ques'ion  the  yeas  and  na>s  were  or- 
dered, and  were— yeas  110,  na>s  54,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  J.  W.  Allen,  Andrews, 
Banks,  Baker,  Black,  Boardmao,  Bend,  Boyd, 
Breckenridge,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
William  0.  Butler,  Calhoun,  John  Campbell, 
Carr,  Carroll,  CAtter,  Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark, 
James  Cooper,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Craig,  Cranston, 
Crary,  Crrckett,  Cross,  Davee,  Edward  Davies, 
John  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickerson,  Edward?,  Ely, 
Everett,  Fillmore,  Galbraith,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gid- 
dings, Goegin,  Graham,  Granger,  Grinnell,  Hall, 
Wm.  S.  Hastings,  Henry,  Hi  I  leu,  Hunt,  Jackson, 
James,  Charles  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnson,  Kemble, 
Kempshall,  Lane,  Leet,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  McCarty, 
McCulIoch,  Merediih  Mallory,  Marvin,  Mason, 
Mitche)',  Monroe,  Moa tanya,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Calvary  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Parmenter, 
Peek,  Promt,  Randall,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Reedi 
Russell,  Sergeant.  Simonton,  Slade,  A.bert  Smith, 
Truman  Smith,  Strong,  Stuart,  Swearingen,  Swe- 
ney, Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thomp-on,  Jchn  B. 
Thompson,  Tillinahast,  ToUnd,  Triplet*.  Trum- 
bull, Underwood,  Vrooti,  P.  J.  Wagner,  Wanen, 
Watterson, Wick, Jar-d  W.  Williims, Thr.mas W. 
Williams,  Henry  WsJ  iama,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  and  Winthrop— 110. 

NAYS— Messrs.     Alford,      Atherton,    Beatty, 
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Beirse,  Brockway,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burke, 
&E  Butler,  Casey,  Clifford,  Wo.  R.  Cooper, 
Crabb,  Delist,  Doaa,  Bar],  Eastman,  Fine,  Fletcher, 
Griffin,  Hand,  Hill  of  North  Caroluu,  Hopk  m, 
Hdbbard,  Jameson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Kille,  Leadbetter,  Leo- 
nard,  Lowell,  Loctt,  McClelmo,  March  and,  Me- 
d^  Milter,  Montgomery,  Newhard,  Painter,  Pe- 
trikin,  Prentiss,  Rrynolds,  Rhett,  Edward  Rogers, 
Samuel*,  8uaw,  Thomas  Smrh,  Starkweaihsr, 
Somitr,  Taylor,  Tomey,  Welter,  John  While,  and 
Lewis  Williams-  54. 

So  the  rales  were  suspended. 

The  previous  question  wss  then  moved  and  se- 
conded; and 

On  the  main  question  being  ordered, 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine  called  for  the  yeas  and 
mays;  whxb  were  ordered,  and  resulted— yeas  139, 
nays  5*2,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drew*,  Banks,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Blsck,  Board- 
nun.  Bond,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Brigs*,  Brock  way, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  William  0.  Botie*,  Calhoun, 
John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carter, 
Casey,  Cninn,  Chittenden,  Clark,  James  Cooper, 
Mark  A. Cooper,  Craig,  Cranston,  Crary,  Crockett, 
Gross,  Davee,  Edward  Davie?,  John  Davis.  Daw. 
son,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Doe,  Edwards,  Ely,  Everett, 
Fillmore,  Galbrsitb,  Garland,  Gales,  Gentry, 
Gerry,  Giddings,  tiotgin,  Good?,  Graham,  Gran- 
der, Qrinnell,  Hall,  William  S  Hastings,  Hawes, 
'  Henry,  Host,  Jaeksrn,  James,  Charles  Johnston, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Win.  Cost  John*on,  Kembte, 
KempahaU,  Kille,  Lane,  Leet,  Lewis,  Lincoln, 
McCaiy,  MeCul  ocb,  Meredith  Mallory,  Marvin, 
Mason,  Monroe,  Moatanya.  Moore,  Morgan,  C. 
Morris,  Morrow,  Newhard,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Palen, 
Parsnenter,  Peck,  Proffit,  Randall,  Rariden,  Reed, 
Ridgway,  Rnssell,  Sergeant,  Simonton,  Blade.  Al- 
bert Smith,  Truman  fctaiith,  Siroog,  Siaart,  Talia- 
ferro, John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Triplet^  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Vrooro,  Peter  J. 
Wagner,  Wairen,  Watlerson.  Edward  D.  White, 
John  While,  Wiek,  Jared  W.  William?,  Thomas 
W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams, C.  H.  Williams,  and  Winthrop— 122.   ' 

WAYS— Messrs.  Alford,  Atherton, Realty,  BHrne, 
Bmeawell,  Burke,  Bynnm,  Chapman,  Clifford, 
Connor,  William  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Dellet,  Doig, 
Earl,  Eastman,  Fine,  Fletcher,  Griffin, Habersham, 
Hand,  John  Hastings,  Hawkins,  Hill  of  North 
Carolina,  Hillen,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hubbard, 
Jameson,  Cave  Johnfon,  Leadbetler,  Leonard, 
Lowell,  Lucas,  McCtellan,  Marchand,  Medill, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Paynter,  Petri  kin,  Prentiss, 
Reynolds,  Ed#ard  Rogers,  Samoel*,  Shaw,  Thos. 
Smith,  Starkweather,  Snmter,'Swesringent  Jacob 
Thompson,  Tarney,  Weller,  and  Lewis  Williams 


So  ihe  resolotioQ  was  adopted. 

Mr.  ANDREWS,  from  the  Committee  on  Ae- 
eovnts,  offered  a  resolution  authorizing  that  com- 
mittee to  allow  the  pay  of  all  such  members  of  the 
House  as  were  no  avoidably  detained  by  the  late 
storm,  on  their  way  to  the  scat  of  G.  verment;  and 
who,  in  eons/ que  nee,  were  prevented  from  taking 
their  seats  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion. 

Objection  bernemade  to  its  reception, 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  to  suspend  the  ruler, 
but  the  motion  was  not  sustained  by  the  Hou?e. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL,  on  leave,  prrsenud 
the  redoriof  the  Committee  on  Federal  Reations 
of  the  Hou*e  of  Representatives  of  South  Caro- 
lina, on  so  much  of  Ihe  Governors  m  s-age  as  re- 
lates to  the  election  of  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  construction  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  future  arrangements  as  to  the  tariff  of  duties 
on  import*;  which  was  laid  upen  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  also  on  leave,  presented 
the  resolution*  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in 
relation  to  the  United  Slates  Bank  and  the  public 
domain;  which  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HAND  submitted  a  resolution,  that  all  peti- 
tions and  papers,  the  presentation  of  which  were 
net  objected  to  by  the  roles  of  the  House,  ta  re- 
ferred to  the  appropriate  committees,  by  the  mem*  j 


bers  presenting    them    endorsing    their    name* 
thereon. 

Mr.  H.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  but  the  no- 
ton  did  not  prevail 

PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  TENNESSEE. 

The  SPEAKER  then  stated  the  first  business  in 
order  to  be  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  on  the  16  h  of  January,  to  amend 
an  set  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of 
Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  bills  to  cer- 
tain lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims 
to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the 
same,  named  the  18th  day  of  April,  1806."  The 
question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  L  WiLi/ansto 
commit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  slate  of  ihe  Union;  and  pending  the  same,  the 
morning  boor  had  eipired. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  said  he  would  not  make  the 
speech  which  he  intended  to  have  made,  as  he  was 
sure  every  member  understood  the  subject,  and 
time  was  precious.  Mr.  C.  then  moved  the  pre- 
vious question;  which  was  ordered  and  put,  viz: 
"Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?1'  and  p&ssed 
in  the  sffirma'ive. 

The  SPEAKER  then  decided  that  the  main 
question  was,  shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  arpealed  from  the  deci- 
sion, on  the  ground  that  the  main  question  was  that 
the  bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stare  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  asked  to  be  excused  from 
voting  on  the  question,  and  was  proceeding  to  state 
his  reasons  why  he  ought  to  be  ezeused, 

When  several  gentlemen  called  him  to  order,  on 
the  ground  that  the  previous  question  cot  off  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  said  he  would  then  make 
8  motion  that  would  not  be  out  of  order;  and  that 
was,  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table;  and  there- 
upon called  for  the  yeas  and  na>s;  which  were  or- 
dered, and  were — Yeas  39,  nays  137,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Me>srs.  Adamo,  Brockway,  Bynum, 
John  Campbell,  Carroll,  Chittenden,  Connor, 
Deberry,  Dromgoolc,  Evans,  Filtaore,  Gates, 
Goggin,  Graham,  Griffin,  Hawes,  Hawking  Hill 
of  North  Carolina,  Hillen,  Hopkins,  Jackson, 
Charles  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnson,  William  Cost 
Johnson,  Lane,  Lead  better,  McCariy,  Meiedith 
Mallory,  Montgomery,  Morran,  Palcn,  Peek, 
Simonton,  Taliaferro,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Tilling- 
hast,  Underwood,  Lewis  Williams,  and  Win- 
throp— 39. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alford,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Barnard,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Black,  Blackwell, 
Boardman,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Briegs,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burke,  William  O  But- 
ler, William  B.  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Cwey, 
Chapman,  Clark,  Clifford,  Jame«  Cooper,  Mark 
A.  Cooper,  William  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig, 
Cranston,  Crary,  Crockett,  Croat,  Cashing,  Davee, 
Edward  Da  vies,  John  Davis,  Garrett  Davis,  Dick- 
erson,  Doe,  Doig,  E*rl,  Eistman,  Fine,  Ftfher, 
Fornance,  Galbfaith,  Garland,  Gentry,  Gerry, 
Goode,  Habersham,  Hall,  Hand,  J$hn  Hastings, 
Henry,  Holt,  Hubbard,  Hunt,  James,  Jamesm, 
Jenifer.  Cave  Johnson,  Kempshall,  Kille,  King, 
L*et,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lowell,  Lucas, 
McClelian,  McCullocb,  Marchan:),  Marvin,  Ma- 
son, Medill,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Montanya, 
Moore,  Morrow,  Newhard,  Nisbet,  Parmenter, 
Petribin,  Pickens,  Pope,  Pientis*,  Proffit,  Rariden, 
Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers,  SamueH, 
Sergeant,  Shaw,  SUde,  Albert  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Thomas  Smth,  Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Stuart, 
S*enev, Taylor, JacobThompson,  John  B.Thomp- 
son, Tulaod,  TripMt,  Turney,  Vroom.  Peter  J. 
Wagner.  Warren,  Watlerson,  WelUr,  Edward  D. 
White,  John  White,  Wick,  Jared  W.  Willisms, 
Thomps  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  and  Wise 
—137. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table.  Y 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill;  and  being  put,  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  L  WILLIAMS  then  movod  that  the  bill  be 
read  a  third  time  on  Monday,  but  the  motion  did 
not  prevail.  % 


Mr.  LINCOLN  then  spoke  at  length  on  the  i 

-rits  of  the  bill;  but,  before  be  had  concluded,  the 
morning  hour  bad  expired,  and  the  House  ten 
took  up  the  following 

SENATE  BILLS: 

Which  were  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
appropriately  referred,  viz: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Colin  Bishop; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Epbraim  D.  Dickion^  , 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
cf  Pierre  Bonhomme; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Miguet 
Eslaw; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Juan  Belgar, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of  William  Conway; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Babio; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  De  Passan  of 
Louisiana; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Compton,  assignee 
and  representative  of  Gantgues  Flaujac; 

An  act  for  ihe  relief  of  Jean  Baptiste  Comeao; 

An  act  confirming  the  claim  of  Jean  Baptiste 
Lecompte  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Louisiana; 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Therese  Male  tie,  widow  of  Gasrard  Phioir, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Wibon; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Nathaniel  Pry  or,  deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  Strader; 

An  act  for  the  relief  the  heirs  of  Madame  De 
Lusser; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gurdon  8.  Hubbard, 
Robert  A.  Kinzie,  and  others; 

An  act  for  the  relief  cf  Francis  A.  Harrison; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Paiton; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Reynell  Coats  and  Wal- 
ter R.  Johnson; 

An  act  for  the  relief  John  McNeil;  and 

An  act  authorizing  the  Sec  etary  of  the  Treasu* 
ry  to  apply  the  amount  due  on  cert  an  contracts 
entered  into  with  the  War  Department,  and  Peter 
H.  Green,  and  Green  and  Emerson,  to  the  extin- 
guishment of  a  demand  due  to  the  Uoited  States 
from  William  King  and  Peter  H.  Green. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  aet  to  incorpo- 
rate tbe  Washington  city  Benevolent  Society,11  was 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  B.  Siith  and  her 
children  was  read  a  third  tim*;  and,  being  objected 
to,  was  laid  aside  under  the  resolution  adopted 
to-day. 

The  engrossed  bill  tor  the  relief  of  William  B. 
Winston  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  aad  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 
Jones  and  others  was  read  a  third  time;  but  being 
objeced  to,  was  laid  over  under  the  resolution. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hutchinson 
was  also  read  a  third  time;  but  being  objected  to, 
was  similarly  disposed  of. 

The  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Esther  Parrott  was  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  seat  to  ihe  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Don  Carlos  de  Villa* 
moo',  reported  from  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole 
on  the  16th  of  January,  with  the  enacting  words 
stricken  out,  coming  up  for  consideration,  the 
House  concurred  therein;  and  so  tbe  bill  was  re* 
jected. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  arked  leave  to  re- 
fer a  memorial  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fair?; but 

Mr.  CARR  objected,  on  the  ground  that  the  same 
privilege  was  not  given  to  others. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSSELL,  the  House  re* 
solved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  en 
the  jiate  of  the  Union  (Mr.  Baioos  in  the  chair)  on 
private  bil's. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Job  Halsey  and  David 
W.  Sleeth  were  then  read;  but  being  objected  to, 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise,  so  as  to  pot  it  in  ihe  power  of  the  House,  to 
pats  bills,  and  not  leave  the  businets  at  the  neney 
of  any  member  who  might  choose  to  object,  as  was 
the  case  under  the  resolution  adopted  this  morning. 
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CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


The  question  was  then  taken — ayes  16— noes  87; 
no  quorum. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  said  that,  as  there  was  bo  quo- 
rum, he  would  move  that  (hat  fact  be  reported  to 
the  House. 

The  qnestion  was  again  taken,  and  the  telle  re  re- 
ported—ayes 94, noes  III. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise.    . 

Mr.  8TEENR0D  said  it  was  evident  no  busi- 
ness could  te  done  unJer  the  resolution  which  had 
been  adopted  this  morning.  He  woo. Id,  therefore, 
move  that  the  committee  rise,  to  enable  \:he 
House  so  to  amend  the  rale*  as  to  Transact  the  bu  • 
siness  of  the  countty. 

The  question  was  then  taken—yeas  62,  n«ys  55, 
no  quorum. 

The  question  was  again  tak«-n  by  tellers,  who 
reported — yeas  63,  nays  54.  no  quorum  voting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEENROD, 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reportel  that  fact 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Tellers  were  called  for  and  appointed,  who  re- 
ported— yeas  52,  nays  80. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine  moved  thit  the  Ho  cue 
adjourn,  but  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  a  Committee  of 
"the  Whole. 

Mr.  DAWSON  then  moved  that  the  committee 
•rife,  in  order  that  the  House  might  repeal  the  reso- 
lution adopted  this  mornine. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  resulted— ayes 
106,  noes  35. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  that  they 
had  made  no  progress. 

Mr.  WISE  thtn  moved  to  rescind  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  an  a  ljournment. 

The  question  was  then  and  negatived— yeas  43, 
nays  107. 

Mr.  RARIDEN  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
83  as  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  to  confirm  certain  land  j  to  the  grate  of  Indiana, 
for  the  continuation  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Ca- 
nal. 
-    The  motion  to  suspend  Vas  negatived. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Wis*  to  rescind  the  order  of 
this  morning  recurred. 

Mr.  RARIDEN  moved  to  adjourn;  but  subse- 
quently withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  CURTIS  then  moved  to  adj  urn;  and  the 
question  was  taken  by  teas  and  nays,  and  nega- 
tived—Yeas 56,  nays  86. 

The  question  again  recurred  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  WISE  to  rescind  the  order  adopted  this  morn- 
ing, which  puts  it  into  the  power  cf  a  single  mem- 
ber so  to  object  to  a  bill,  as  to  prevent  all  action 
upon  it  for  the  day;  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  order  was  rescinded. 

The  question  that  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Sarah  B.  Stith  and  her  children  do  pass,  again 
came  up. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; but  withdrew  to  enable 

Mr.  PROFFIT  to  move  an  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  raid  that  the  bill  was  not  open 
to  amendment  on  its  passage. 

The  previous  question  was  then  moved  and  or- 
dered, and  the  main  question  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill  byjea*  and  nays— Yeas  33,  nays  66; 
no  quorum  voted. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  8BNATE, 
Monday.  February  8,  1841. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitird  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  c 
statement  of  the  contracts  entered  into  by  that  De- 
partment during  the  year  1840;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Michigan,  praying  the  construction  of  a  harbor 
at  New  Buffalo;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  N.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Cass  county,  Michigan,  in  favor  of  the  parage 
V     of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  nume- 
rously signed  by  mechanics,  traders  and  merchant* 
of  Philadelphia,  remonstrating  against  the  passage 
of  the  bankrupt  bill  now  before  the  Senate;  which 
was  laid  <  n  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr  PRESTON  presented  a  memorial  of  persons 
engaged  on  the  public  buildings,  asking  compen- 
sation for  lost  time,  occasionsd  by  a  suspension  of 
operations  in* reon;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  the  memorial  of  riiizras 
of  Laporte,  Indiana,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a 
general  bankrupt  law-  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Also,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Tippeanoe 
county,  Indiana,  paying  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  rcu'e;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Road*. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  a  memorial  of  fifty-^even 
wotiien  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  an  alteration  of  the 
laws  ofthe  United  States  in  relation  to  slavery;  the 
motion  to  receive  which,  was, 
Oa  motion  bv  Mr.  FULTON,  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  YOUNG  prevnted  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Illinois  and  Wiskonsan,  praying  the  establishment 
of  a  post  route;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Hancock  county,  Maine,  remonstrating 
against  the  repeal  of  the  salt  duties  and  fishing 
bounties  and  allowances;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  en  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
prin'ed. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  four  memorials, 
praying  the  constrastion  of  a  lighthouse  on  Bran- 
dy wine  Shoal;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  the  memorUl  of  Daniel 
Raub  in  relation  to  bis  safety  valve  for  steamboil- 
ers;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  * 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York  on 
the  subject  of  a  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens or  Onandaga  county,  N.  Y  remonstrating 
against  the  execution  of  the  treaty  with  the  Seneca 
Indian*;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  Mchigan,  praying  the  enactment 
of  a  bankrupt  law;  wh  ch  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  the  memorial  of 
George  W.  Trppe;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  presented  the  memorial  of 
a  number  of  cit  zens  of  Mississippi,  praying  the 
enactment  of  a  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Wiskonsan,  praying  the  enactment 
of  a  law  defining  the  Western  boundary  of  said 
Territory;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  transfer  to 
the  State  of  Maryland  of  the  stock  in  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  canal  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  upon  certain  conditions,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  the  bill 
to  alter  the  place  of  holding  one  of  the  terms  of 
the  District  Conrt  of  Ohio  was  taken  up  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  submitted  an  amendment, 
proposing  to  attach  Arkansas  to  the  eighth  circuit, 
and  Kentucky  to  the  ninth  district;  which,  after  a 
discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  CRITTENDEN, 
KING,  ALLEN,  SEVIER,  CLAY  of  Alabama, 
WALKER,  and  MOUTON,  participated,  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  Daniel  Pettibone  was  considered 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives were  taken  up,  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred,  v  z. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury  noter, 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  City  Be- 
nevolent Society,  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia. 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Winston 
and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Esther  Parroftt,  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CLyr  of  Alabama  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to:  j 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lan4s 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  at- 
taching the  Cherokee  territory  lying  in  Alabama  to 
the  Coosa  land  diMrici,  and  the  removal  of  the  land 
office  to  some  point  within  the  territory  so  attached. 
•  Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  . 
consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
procuring  a  sufficient  number  of  the  most  ap- 
proved repeating  fire-arms  to  supply  the  troops  ope- 
rating against  the  Indians  in  Florida. 

BANKS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  that  the  Senate  post- 
pone the  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  purpose  of  Ink- 
ing up  the  bill  to  revive. and  continue  in  fores  the 
act  to  incorporate  the  banks  of  tl)e  DUtriot  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  faid  there  was  but  a  few  m urates 
of  the  morning  hour  unexpired,  when  the  special 
order  would  be  taken  up  as  a  matter  of  coarse. 
He  would  therefore  leave  it  to  the  Senator  whether 
it  was  worth  while  to  take  op  the  bill  for  the  few 
minutes  that  was  left  for  its  consideration. 

Mr  MERRICK  persisting  in  his  motion, 

Mr.  TAPPAN  faid  there  was  another  reason 
why  the  bill  should  not  be  taken  up  at  this  tine. 
A  resolution  bad  been  adopted  some  time  since  by 
the  Senate,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
surp  for  information  in  relation  to  the  losses  abs- 
tained by  the  Government  by  the  failure  of  banks 
and  the  depreciation  of  their  notes;  and  he  thought 
that  information  was  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
act  understand  ingly  on  a  bill  to  charter  these  insti- 
tutions. 

Mr.  ALLEN  also  opposed  taking  up  the  bill  un- 
til the  information  called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Sena*e  was  before  them. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  in  a  few  minutes  the 
hour  would  arrive  when  the  bankrupt  bill  would 
come  op  for  discussion,  and  he  apprehended  gen- 
tlemen did  not  ask  that  this  bill  should  be  taken  np 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  bankrupt  bill.  On  Thurs- 
day last  the  Senate  determined  to  take  up  the  bank- 
rupt bill  and  to  go  on  with  i«;  it  was  so  taken  np, 
and  some  progress  was  made  in  it.  Some  action 
was  had  upon  it,  and  the  Senate  arrived  at  the 
question  whether  banking  institotioas  should  be  in- 
cluded wiihia  its  provisions.  Now,  did  gentlemen 
wish  to  get  rid  of  that  by  a  side  blow)  Shall  the 
banking  institutions  cbey  the  law  of  the  land,  and 
pay  their  debts?  was  the  simple  question  that  was 
to  come  up  before  them.  And  what  had  taken 
place  within  the  last  few  days,  since  the  last  ad- 
journment of  the  Senate?  He  supposed  they  bad 
all  heard  the  new?;  and  he  supposed  all  who  did 
him  the  honor  to  listen  to  what  he  said  on  Thurs- 
day, recollected  that  he  had  anticipated  this 
event,  but  he  had  not  anticipated  that  it 
would  take  place  quite  so  scon.  He  had  ex- 
pected that  it  would  take  place  in  the  course 
of  the  summer  if  a  "called  session"  did  not  keep 
a  certain  thing  alive;  but  the  third  suspension 
is  here,  and  in  time  to  have  the  case  laid  before 
the  General  Assembly,  now  In  session,  and  in  time, 
too,  to  furnish  an  excuse  for  a  called  session,  for  all 
the  ordinary  excuses  had  well  nigh  disappeared.  It 
may  now  be  said  that  a  called  session  is  necessary, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  condition  of  the 
banks  and  the  currency—to  devise  means  to  create 
a  new  Bank,  the  dead  corpse  of  the  old  one  lying 
before  them,  though  be  (Mr.  Benton)  should  think 
the  fact  would  produce  a  different  result.  He 
should  have  supposed  it  woo  id  the  rather  have  led 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  necessary  to  apply  a 
bankrupt  law  to  them,  and  not  that  a  bankrupt  law/ 
should  be  enacted  to  extend  to  trading  incorpora- 
tions, and  not  to  banks.  *  They  ought  to  go  on,  and 
show  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  who  was 
in  favor  of  having  the  laws  obeyed— w bo  was  in  fa- 
vor of  having  banking  incorporate  ns  made  subor- 
dinate io  law  and  government.  Toey  should  go 
on,  too,  and  show  the  people,  by  their  action,  that 
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there  wa*  no  occasion  for  despair,  bat  that  there 
was  still  power  m  the  law  to  regelate  the  banks, 
yea,  even  a  fifty  million  monster.  He  wished  thi> 
debate  tor  go  on;  and  therefore  be  was  agarbst 
taking  tip  another  t  abject;  he  was  far  going  on 
from  the  point  at  which  they  stopped,  and  he  hoped 
me  Senators  who  should  go  into  the  debate,  would 
present  it  in  this  point  of  view,  that  whenever  the 
eoawtry  got  tired  of  the  existing  state  of  things — 
when  they  wanted  law  to  govern— they  had  their 
remedy  in  a  bankrupt  law—in  a  bankrupt  law 
which  Had  the  support  of  a  Dallas  twenty -five 
years  ago.  of  a  Crawford  and  a  Macon,  and  even 
of  oar  President.  They  wonld  see  that  there  was 
no  reason  to  despair  If  they  made  these  banking 
incorporations  submit  to  law  and  government, 
by  the  exercise  of  their  constitutional  authority. 
With  these  views  he  objected  to  the  taking  up  of 
the  bill  to  re  charter  the  District  Banks. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be 
taken  up. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  when  the  motion 
was  negatived— ayes  18,  noes  27,  as  follow?: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Dixon,  Graham,  Knight,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Phelps  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Rugglev, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Webster,  and 
White— 18 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
bona,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Crittenden,  Fulton,  Hen- 
derson, Hubbard,  King,  L»na,  Lumpkin.  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Roane,  Robinson, Smith <f 
Coaneetient,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, 
Williams,  Wright,  and  Young- 27. 

THE  BANKRUPT  BII^L 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  then  moved  that  the  special 
cdor  be  taken  up,  being  the  bill  to  establish  a  uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
Sates. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  believed,  in  offering  his  re  solu- 
tion at  the  last  discussion  of  this  bil',  that  he  was 
misunderstood,  and  he  now  explained  that  all  he 
wished  by  asking  for  a  division  of  ih*  question  on 
his  resolution,  was  that  he,  and  others  also,  might 
have  the  opportonity  to  vote  on  each  separate  pro- 
position. 1  his,  he  apprehended,  would  expedite 
instead  of  delaying  the  action  of  the  Seoa'e,  as  anti- 
cipated by  the  Senator  fiom  Mississippi. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  hoped  no  objection  would 
b»  offered  to  that  coarse,  for  be  thought  they  could 
be  more  rapidly  disposed  of  separately  than  collec- 
tively. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  asked  for  the  ayes  and  noe*  on 
me  resolution;  and  as  he  did  not  wMi  to  embarrass 
Senators  with  the  6  h  resolution,  he  would  withdraw 
it. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  hoped  the  question 
would  first  be  taken  on  the  recommitment,  as  ihe 
disposal  of  that  question  might  also  dispose  of  the 
iautrwetioas.  He  then  intima'ed  that  he  should 
vote  against  the  recommitment,  but  he  was  ready, 
in  the  mean  time,  to  hear  any  proposition  that  gen- 
tlemen might  have  to  make. 
-  Mr.  WRIGHT  begged  it  might  be  understood, 
that  if  the  Senate  refused  to  recommit,  all  the  in- 
structions, as  instructions,  would  fall  with  it,  and 
no  Tote  could  be  taken  upon  them.  He  wished  the 
Senate  to  bear  this  in  mind. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion  to 
t  was  negatived— ayes  16,  noes  30,  as  fol- 
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YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Beaton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Pjerce, 
Roma?,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Wall,  and  Wright— 16- 

NAYS— Messrs.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Fulton, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Knight,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Moaton,  Nicholas,  Nicholson,  Norvell,  Pfcelps, 
Potter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
8mith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
Webster,  White,  Williams  and  Young— 30. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  then  moved  sn  amendment  to 
me  first  section  of  the  bill,  the  purport  of  which  was 
)o  iaelode  banking  and  trading  incorporations  with- 
ia  hs  provisions,  and  he  called  fur  the  ayes  and 
ftoes  thereon. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  inquired  whetf  er  the  Senator 
-tees  New  Hampshire  did  not  intend  to  fix  some 


parficu'ar  lime  for  the  commencement  of  the   ope- 
ration of  that  provision. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  had  intended  to  fix  a  time 
when  the  till  should  take  effect,  if  his  amendment 
were  adop'eJ,  otherwise  such  a  motion  would  be 
unnecessary. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  A'abama  bad  given  an  intimation 
a  few  day*  ago  that  he  should  vote  against  includ- 
ing backing  incorporations  in  the  bill;  he  bad  made 
a  motion  to  strike  out  a  etause  to  that  t  ffect,  at  the 
last  session,  and  on  referring  to  the  Constitutions 
of  the  old  States,  he  was  confirmed  in  the  determi- 
nation to  which  he  had  com*.  He  then  read  ex- 
tracts from  the  Constitution  of  Alabama  to 
show  that  banks  wrre  established  by  the  sove- 
reign authority  of  the  State — tn  some  of  which, 
in  fact,  the  State  held  capital— and  therefore 
he  contended  that  he,  as  a  Senator  from 
Alabama,  could  not  consent  to  vote  to  extenl 
such  a  provision  of  this  bill  to  such  State  incor- 
poration*, as  the  Sate  would  necessarily  b^  affee'ed 
by  such  an  enactment.  He  was  opposed  in  every 
point  of  view  to  the  intermeddling  in  State  institu- 
tions in  the  manner  proposed,  or  to  their  assuming 
powers  which  did  not  belong  to  them. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton]  had 
given  them,  the  other  day,  as  part  of  his  argument, 
a  long  extract  from  a  letter  wrtiten  by  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Union,  to  some  committee, 
daring  the  la»t  summer.  In  return , he  (Mr.CLAY)  pro- 
nosed  to  read,  as  ra'her  more  orthodox,  the  remarks  of 
Senator  Van  Buren,  which  he  thought  would  be 
found  to  contain  the  better  argument.  The  extract 
to  which  he  referred  was  as  follows: 

"Mr.  Yan  Buren  did  not  think  that  any  great 
difficulty  existed  in  ibis  qurstion.  To  him  the  mat- 
t-r  was  e'ear,  but  his  impressions  had  been  opposed 
by  several  Senators,  and  he  wou'd  protract  the  de- 
bate but  a  moment,  to  give,  very  briefly,  his  views 
of  the  matter.  It  certainly  appe  .red  to  him,  that 
one  moment's  reflection  would  decide  gentlemen 
against  the  amendment  proposed  by  bin  friend  from 
South  Carolina.  It  had  b~en  (aid  formerly,  and  on 
various  occasions,  that  the  States  had  no  ripht  to 
grant  bmk  charters,  and  that  the  banking  privilege 
belonged  exclusively  to  the  Federal  Government. 
No  direct  attempt,  however,  had  hitherto  been  made 
to  deprive  the  State?  of  that  power  which  they  had 
long  exercised  unmolested.  But  now  the  attempt 
was  to  be  made  (if  not  in  an  open  and  unequivo- 
cal manner,  at  least  in  an  indirect  way,)  to  strip 
the  States  of  the  power  of  chartering  banks.  At 
any  rate,  if  it  were  contended  that  this  provision 
did  not  go  so  far,  it  could  not  be  denied  that  it  in- 
terfered in  the  regulation  v*hich  State  Governments 
might  have  adop'ed  for  the  government  of  those  in- 
stitutions, *h:ch  was  an  odious  exercise  of  power 
not  granted  by  the  Constitution.  This  amendment 
has  this  extent :  it  directs  the  States  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  shall  exercise  their  sovereignty  in 
this  particular,  and  points  out  what  penalty  shall 
be  infl  e'ed  in  case  the  charters  granted  by  the 
States  are  vio'ated.  In  fact,  it  points  out  what  the 
privileges  granted  to  the  incorporations  shall  be,  by 
dictating  the  forfeiture,  and  directing  what  the 
companies  may,  and  what  they  may  not  do.  AH 
this  has  hitherto  been  done  by  the  States.  They 
have  assumed  the  direction  of  these  matters  as  a 
right,  which  they  doubtless  have.  And,  in  includ- 
ing this  subject  of  corporations  in  the  bill  now  be- 
fore the  Senate,  it  will  be  taken  entirely  from  the 
States,  and  subjected  to  the  power  of  the  bankrupt 
system.  This  was  never  done,  an-1  never  attempt- 
ed in  any  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  In 
England,  such  a  provision  was  never  dreamed  of— 
nor  did  he  believe  lha%  when  the  Constitution  was 
framed,  suth  an  attribute  was  imagined  by  those 
who  authorized  the  establisbement  of  a  bankrupt 
system.  He  did  not  accede  to  the  opinion,  that  the 
system  had  pover  over  all  chartered  institutions. 
By  the  very  natnre  of  their  association,  they  were, 
in  some  respects,  exempted  from  its  operation,  and 
no  such  power  was  ever  contemplated,  or  was,  at 
this  moment,  under  the  most  extended  construction, 
enjoyed  by  the  General  Government.'* 

Thns  it  would  be  seen  Senator  Yan  Buren  took 
views  which  were  now  entertained  by  some  Sena- 
tors then  on  that  floor  on  the  same  subject,  against 
the  proposition,  rn  constitutional  grounds.    It  was 


el'  ar  to  him  (Mr.  Clat)  that  if  Congress  could  as- 
sume such  power  over  the  banking  institutions  of 
the  States,  it  could  do  that  which  wonld  amount  to 
a  forfeiture  of  their  rights;  if  it  could  do  that,  it 
could  tax  their  emissions,  and  thereby  assume  a 
p  >wer  which  the  party  with  which  he  acted  had 
ever  disclaimed.  In  Alabama  there  was  a  com- 
pact between  these  institutions  and  the  State,  and  ' 
Alabama  had  particularly  reserved  to  herself  all 
power  to  control  this  matter.  A  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  by  such  a  clause,  would  subject 
the  banks  to  the  operation  of  the  bankrupt  law, 
and  (his  was  a  mater  which  the  States  alone 
should  control,  and  for  which  the  State  Legisla- 
tures fhonld  inflict  the  penalty  which,  under  the 
Circumstances  of  the  case,  might  be  just  and  equi- 
table. The  Stale  banks  had  been  sanctioned  by 
i be  Executive  of  this  Government,  where  they 
were  made  the  depositories  of  its  treasures,  and 
Congress  could,  on  no  principle,  say  they  should 
be  put  down,  without  th-?  delegation'  of  express 
power.  For  such  a  proposition  as  that  now  made, 
he  was  not  prepared,  nor  did  he  believe  the  people, 
whom  he  in  part  represented,  were  prepared  fur  it, 
and  therefore  he  should  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  agreed  so  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment, as  to  make  it  lake  effect  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1842.  He  then  said  it  had  b?en  contended, 
and  properly  contended,  that  Congrers  possessed 
the  power  to  pass  a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy,  and  that  it  mi?ht  be  passed  for 
the  relief  of  the  debtor,  as  well  as  for  the  benefit  of 
the  creditor;  now  it  struck  him  that  no  natural  per- 
sons should  be  included, more  than  the  artificial.  It 
was  not  every  State  that  became  stockholders  in 
the  bank*,  but  did  it  make  any  difference  whether 
it  was  the  State  or  a  member  of  the  State  that  held 
the  stock?  So  far  as  his  knowledge  extended, 
where  the  State  was  the  stockholder,  thing?  were 
manag'-d  as  bad  ai  they  c  Mild  be,  and  with  less 
care  and  security  to  the  public  than  where 
the  institutions  were  compose!  of  indivi- 
duals exclusively.  But  where  was  the  dif- 
ference? Take  Alabama;  ber  Constitution  gave 
ot  the  power  to  establish  banks;  but  did  it  say  that 
the  should  hold  the  stocV  in  all  future  time?  Did 
it  piovide  that  it  should  never  bi  surrendered  and 
become  the  propeity  of  individuals  in  any  future 
time? 

Mr.  BENTON.    If  any  boJy  will  buy  it. 

Mr.  HUBBARD.  Yes,  if  any  body  would  buy 
it.  He  took  it  that  it  should  be  banded  over  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  State,and  when  so  transferred  that  it 
should  become  the-  property  of  individuals.  He 
a^ked  whether  the  events  of  the  last  few  years  had 
not  shown  it  to  ba  high  lime  that  the  banks  should 
be  brought  within  some  such  provision?  There 
was  not  a  solvent  and  sound  institution  in  the  State 
in  which  he  lived  but  would  desire  such  a  pro- 
vision, for  it  would  go  effectually  to  secure  * 
the  credit  and  to  give  efficiency  and  value  to* 
institutions  of  this  kind.  Thesa  incorporations  had 
peculiar  privileges  conferred  upon  them — they 
could  make  their  bills  current  as  money,  and  then 
they  could  suspend  when  they  pleased;  and  it 
struck  him  that  the  holders  of  their  notes  should 
have  a  remedy,  by  making  the*e  incorporations 
subject  to  the  operation  of  a  bill  of  this  sort.  Now 
what  security  had  the  holders  of  their  notes?  If 
such  a  provision  as  this  had  been  heretofore  in  ope- 
ration, wonld  the  bill  holders  have  sustained  the 
losses  to  which  they  had  been  compelled  to  submit 
by  the  failure  of  the  banks  to  redeem  their  paper? 
He  was  willing  and  desirous  that  this  bill  should 
be  made  as  comprehensive  as  possible;  he  wished 
to  relieve  the  unfortunate  debtor,  and  also  to  se- 
cure the  rights  of  the  honest  creditor,  and  there 
were  no  more  unfortunate  debtors  in  the  land  than 
than  those  who  were  obliged  te  take  the  paper  of 
the  banks;  and  with  these  views,  he  had  made  his 
proposition 

Mr.  SEVIER  was  astonished  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr. 
Hubbied]  was  not  broader  than  it  was,  and  that  it 
was  not  thereby  provided  that  the  indebted  States 
should  be  put  up  at  auctkn.  Why  did  not  the  Se- 
nator carry  out  his  principle,  and  sell  the  States 
wbea  they  failed  to  pay  their  dividends?    He  (Mr, 
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Siviir)  was  opposed  to  all  such  project?;  and  as 
long  as  he  was  (here,  offend  whosever  ii  may—Mr. 
Van  Buren  or  any  one  else — he  would  vote  against 
ibem.  His  fiiead  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Clat]  had 
read  a  provis  on  of  the  Constitution  of  lhat  Sate 
in  justification  of  his  vote;  the  Constitution  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas  contained  a  similar  provision; 
and  if  the  banks  suspended,  it  was  for  the  State  to 
interfere  with  the  agents  acting  under  her  authority. 
What  right  had  they,  sitting  in  that  Senate  chamber, 
as  the  servants  of  the  States,  to  criticise  the  house- 
hold of  their  masters  at  home?  He  was  opposed 
to  all  such  projects,  and  so  long  as  he  remained 
theie  unin&tructed,  he  should  continue  to  vote 
against  them.  Besides,  the  country  was  now  some- 
what embarrassed,  and  if  erer  there  wa^  a  time 
for  the  exercise  of  forbearance  and  charity,  this 
was  the  time  for  the  exercise  of  those  virtues. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  was  glad  to  hear  the  lan- 
guage which  had  just  fallen  from  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas.  This  was  a  question  of  power  and  of 
constitutional  right;  if  it  were  a  question  of  expe- 
diency, he  might  vote  for  including  banks  within 
the  provision  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire; 
but  he  could  see,  no  moie  than  could  the  Se- 
nator from  Arkansas,  the  authority  they  pos- 
sessed to  include  the  banks  which  were  but  an 
emanation  from  or  a  scint illation. i  f  the  S  ate?,  sent 
forth  te  be  recalled  at  pleasure.  If  they  couldTin- 
terfere  with  any  portion  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  they  con!d  interfere  wi.h  all  their  sovereignty. 
Why,  he  might  ask,  with  the  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas, were  not  the  Sates  themselves  included  in  ibis 
bill  for  they  got  into  debt.  If  they  conld  include 
the  incorporations  of  the  States,  why  ceuld  they 
not  include  the  Siatcs  themselves?  Why,  in  bis 
opinion,  there  couid  not  be  a  greater  arrogation  of 
power  than  would  be  adorned  by  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  if  this  amendment  shoaid  be 
adopted.  It  would  be  to  give  this  Government  su- 
preme dominion  over  the  States,  and  to  take  it  from 
the  people  in  their  sovereign  capacity.  He  obj>c- 
ed,then,  to  this  proposition,  as  a  simple  question  of 
power. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  spoke  at  some  length,  a  report  of 
which  will  be  eiven  hereafter. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  followed,  snd 
contended  for  the  right  of  Congress  to  extend 
a  bankrupt  law  to  banking  institution.*.  He  a 
rgued  that,  if  the  exercise  of  the  sovereign  pow- 
er of  a  State  in  the  incorporation'  of  these  in- 
stitutions excluded  them  Irom  the  operations 
of  this  law,  the  exercise  of  similar  sovereign 
power  would  exclude  trading  orporations  also. 
The  whole  beneficial  operation  of  the  law  on 
trade  and  commerce  will  be  thwarted  by  the  ac  ion 
of  the  State  Legislatures.  So  far  as  the  Sta'ea  may 
choose  to  give  charters  of  incorporation  to  their 
citizens,  teey  are  entirely  exempt  from  its  operation. 
A  state,  if  it  thinks  proper,  may  incorporate  ail  its 
citizens.  There  is  a  genf  ral  law  of  incorporation 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  by  which  every  citizen 
of  tbe8tate  may  be  incorporated,  and  of  course,  if 
the  doctrine  contended  for  by  some  gentlemen  be 
correct,  will  be  exempt  from  th*  operations  of  this 
law.  He  held  lhat  a  Sta'e  had  no  right  to  divest 
itself  of  its  sovereignty  in  ibis  manner,  if  the  effect  of 
doing  so  would  be  to  create  privileged  classes  in  the 
community. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rose  not  to  protract  the  debate, 
nor  to  ent*r  at  larcc  into  the  aruiment  up- 
on the  point  immediately  in  discussion,  but 
to  reply  to  a  remark  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  who  had  adduced  the  only  argument  in  fa- 
vor of  including  incorporations  which  bad  the  sem- 
blance of  plausibility.  The  Sena'or  says  that  if 
we  have  the  power  to  pass  a  law,  opera  he  upon 
natural  persons,  in  their  individual  capacity  as 
citizens  of  a  State,  be  can  see  no  reason  to 
prevent  our  including  those  persons  associ- 
ated in  com  panes  with  corporate  powers 
granted  by  State  L*gislatutes.  He  can  see  no 
reason  to  exempt  an  artificial  body  from  the  ope- 
ration of  a  law  to  which  the  natural  body  is  sub- 
ject. Now  Ihe  very  fact  of  this  body  being  of 
Stale  creation,  is  the  reason  why  it  shoo  Id  be  ex- 
empt from  the  operation  of  our  law*.  This  Go- 
vernment cannot  c  ntrol  or  interfere  with  the 
Slates  in  their  appropriate  spheres  of  action;  nor' 


can  the  States  interrupt  or  interfere  with  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Federal  Government  in  its  legitimate 
sphere.  If  a  Stare  Legislature  incorporates  banks, 
we  cannot  touch  them.  And  in  relation  to  the 
United  States  Bank,  the  court  below  has  decided 
that  it  conld  not  be  interfered  with  by  Siate  autho- 
rity. He  would  not  go  into  this  argument,  but  un- 
der every  view  in  which  he  had  contemplated  it,  he 
considered  it  the  boldest  assumption  of  power  ever 
proposed  to  be  conferred  upon  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment. If  we  can  overrule  State  legislation  in 
regard  to  incorporation?,  what  act  of  a  State  can 
be  considered  sacred  from  our  interference)  The 
very  basis  of  the  argument  is  that  the  States  are 
not  capable  of  doing  their  duty,  and  we,  patriotic 
we,  step  in  and  do  it  for  them.  The  Senator  from 
Arkansas  had  not,  in  his  opinion,  pushed  the  argu- 
too  far,  when  he  said  if  you  placed  the  incorporated 
companies  of  a  State  under  a  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy, you  might  next  attempt  to  place  the  State 
herself  in  the  same  position.  Thvs  whole  argument 
wa*  in  face  of  the  fact  that  England  had  never 
attempted  to  extend  her  bankrupt  laws  over  incor- 
porations. 

He  then  en'ered  into  the  question  of  the  expedi- 
ency of  this  measure.  To  include  these  incorpora- 
tions in  a  bankrupt  bill,  would  be  to  place  four- 
fifths  of  the  business  men  of  the  country  in  a  com- 
mission of  bankruptcy.  The  banks  have  now 
owing  to  them  from  the  community,  at  least  five 
hundred  millions  of  dollars;  and  to  .^ abject  them  to 
a  bankrupt  law  would  subject  every  man  who  owed 
them  to  the  same  process,  and  your  commiss  oners 
ef  insolvency  would  have  half  the  property  of  the 
Union  in  their  hands.  Public  feeling  would  rebel 
against  this  state  of  things,  and  your  law  would  be 
impotent. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  submitted  a  few  re- 
marks in  reply  to  tfie  Senator  from  Now  York.  Every 
btate  bad  a  nght/o  deal  with  her  institutions  as  she 
thought  proper.  The  Senator  said  that  New  York 
had  placed  her  banks  under  the  operation  of  a  bank- 
rupt law.  This  the  had  a  perfect  right  to  do;  bi  t 
did  not  every  Senator  peiceive  the  difference  be- 
tween the  8  a  e  doing  this  herself  and  the  Federal 
Government  assuming  the  power  to  do  it?  But 
mi p pose  we  incorporate  thi*  amendment  into  the 
bill,  and  it  is  attempted  to  be  enforced  upon  the 
banks  of  New  York,  will  there  not  be  a  conflict  of 
jurisdiction  between  the  State'  and  United  States 
Commissioners  of  Insolvency,  and,  if  so,  which 
will  prevail?  If  the  course  pursued  by  New  York 
in  this  matter  be  bentficial,  let  it  be  imitated  by 
other  States;  but  it  is  no  argument  for  'his  Govern- 
ment to  assume  the  power  of  placing  the  property 
of  a  State  in  the  hands  of  a  commissioner  of 
the  Federal  Government.  He  then,  at  some 
length  described  the  connection  between  the  State 
and  the  banks  of  Alabama.  He  hoped  gentU  men 
would  look  to  the  consequences  of  ihis  doctrine;  and 
if  it  was  attempted  to  be  carried  out,  he  thought  it 
very  probable  they  would  soon  hear  from  the  States 
who  were  interested. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  had  but  a  few  remarks  to  make 
in  reply.  As  to  the  connection  of  the  State  of 
Alabama  with  her  banks,  he  would  ask  if  the  State 
acknowledged  herself  bound  to  pay  the  notes,  and 
otaer  liabilities  of  the  banks?  It  sh  *  did  .nut,  l.e 
conld  not  see  the  force  of  the  Senator's  argument. 
Then,  as  to  the  argument  of  the  S-nator  from  South 
Carolina.  He  84)  s  that  within  their  respective 
spheres  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  and  State 
Governments  must  not  conflict  with  each  other,  and 
instances  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
case  of  McCullocb,  to  show  that  ihe  States  have  no 
power  over  a  company  chartered  by  the  Federal 
Government.  Now  this  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  was  no  law  to  him.  It  presupposed  the 
Federal  Government  had  power  to  charter  a  bank- 
ing incorporation, which  he  denied.  But  suppose  the 
decision  correct,  whit  did  it  amount  to.  Only  that 
a  law  of  Congress,  constitutionally  passed,  is  su- 
perior to  the  law  of  a  Stale;  and  ins  Senator 
tays,  trgo,  this  Government  cannot  tax  corporate 
property  created  by  the  Slate.  Is  the  Senator 
willing  to  say  that  all  property  which  might 
be  covert d  by  acts  of  incorporation  shall  be 
exempt  from  taxation?  New  York  has  passed  a 
law  by  which  all  religions  societies  may  incorporate 


themselves,  without  farther  appeal  to  State  legisla- 
tion. She  has  power  to  pass,  giving  to  mechanics, 
to  farmers,  and  to  every  class  who  may  apply  for 
it,  the  same  privileges,  and  thus  to  caver  ail  the 
property  of  the  State  by  acts  of  incorporation,  and 
thus  take  it  out  of  thereechof  the  taxing  power 
of  this  Government. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  had  not  advanced  am  Ar- 
gument, bnt  merely  laid  down  a  principle,  that  tart 
Government  was  supreme  in  its  proper  sphere. 
As  to  the  right  of  this  Government  to  charter  a 
National  Bank,  the  Senator  knew  his  opinions; 
they  were  the  same  as  his  own-  The  reai 
question  in  this  ease,  was,  when  the  two  par- 
ties have  right*,  and  their  exercise  becomes  in- 
compatible, which  must  give  way;  and  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  in  the  ease  supposed  by  the  Se- 
nator from  New  York,  the  taxing  power  of  the  Ge- 
neral Government  would  be  paramount,  The 
mere  fact  that  in  England,  whence  we  have  de- 
rived this  law,  its  form  and  its  language,  it  is  never 
applied  to  incorporations,  shoaid  be  conclusive 
with  us.  He  repeated,  what  he  had  before  amid, 
that  he  considered  it  the  boldest  assumption  nrou 
the  rights  of  the  States  ever  attempted  by  the  Fede- 
ral Government. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  rose,  but  yielded  to  a  mo- 
tion for  adjournment, 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Momdat,  February  8, 184L 

Mr.  JONES  said,  a*  there  was  bat  a  short  time 
of  the  session  now  remaining,  he  was  induced  to 
snbmit  a  motion  lhat  the  House  go  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 

PENSION  BILL. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  remarked  that  he 
bad  received  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  relation  to  a  pacification  about  beutg 
made,  or  already  made,  with  the  Seminole  Indiana 
The  communication  was  such  as,  in  his  opinitn, 
required  the  immediate  action  ef  the  House;  and. 
he  would  ask  that  it  be  read. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  that  this  was  the  dsy  set  span 
for  the  presentation  of  petition?.  As  three  or  four 
weeks  bad  elapsed  since  gentlemen  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  presenting  petitions  to  the  House,  and  as 
this  would  be  the  last  day  on  which  tbey  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  he  hoped  that  at 
least  one  day  would  be  devoted  to  the  petitions 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  A.  amid 
(bat  he  had,  in  his  drawer,  a  hundred  petition*, 
and  lhatnine  tenths  cf  those  that  came  north  of 
Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  would  be  excluded  under 
(he  21st  rule  of  the  Home. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of 
Mr:  Jones  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
but  before  any  action  was  taken  thereon, 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War; 
which  was  read  as  follows: 

#  War  DxpiaTMiKT,  Ftb.  6, 1841. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith*,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  a  copy  of  a  communication  to  the  Adju- 
tant General  from  Gen.  Armistead,  commandiwg 
the  army  in  Florida,  asking  a  remittance)  of 
$100,000  to  enable  him  to  comply  with  his  pro- 
mi  sea  to  the  hostile  Indians  in  Florida,  in  the  event 
of  their  surrendering  themselves  for  emigration. 
In  the  present  temper  of  the  Indian*,  and  from  the 
fact  that  a  number  have  already  come  in  at  the 
various  po?ts  and  surrendered  their  arms,  there  is 
reason  to  hope  that  Gen.  Anvetead's  prnmiuu 
will  induce  them  to  come  in  and  give  themselves 
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up  (or  removal  to  the  West.  The  coorse  adapted  ' 
by  the  General  has,  therefore,  met  the  approbation 
of  the  Department,  both  as  a  measure  of  economy 
•ad  humanity,  as  the  inducement  held  oat  by  him 
is  calculated  to  end  this  protracted  contest  at  much  i 
less  expense  of  blood  and  treasure  than  to  continue 
the  war  another  month. 

The  Department  has,  however,  no  money  under 
its  control,  applicable  to  the  object,  and  respcctfolly 
recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  the  amount 
named  by  Gen.  Armistead  ((100,000)  be  asked  of 
Congress  for  that  purpose. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  R.  POIN8ETI\ 
Hon.  Waddt  THOMPSoar, 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 

Honse  of  Representatives. 

Headquarters,  Army  of  Florida, 
Tampa,  January  16, 1841. 

Sm  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  have  just 
arrived  from  Pease  Creek  and  Puuta  Rossa.  1 
visited  those  places  for  the  purpose  of.  meeting  a 
party  of  the  Seminoles  and  inducing  them  to  come 
in. 

I  did  not  succeed  in  obtaining  an  interview  with 
those  chiefs;  but  several  of  their  people  came  to 
see  me,  accompanied  by  two  of  the  relegation  from 
Arkansas.  They  united  in  saying  that  they  would 
return  in  eight  days  with  a  part,  if  not  ibe  whole, 
of  tfceir  people,  and  embark  on  board  the  steam- 
boat which  I  shall  dispatch  to  meet  them. 

I  have  promised  the  two  chiefs  each  five  thou- 
sand dolUr*,  and  agreed  to  pay  every  warrior  *ho 
comes  in  thirty  dollars,  and  give  him  a  rifle,  blan- 
ket and  dothing.  To  lulfil  ibis  and  otrW 
promises  which  1  have  «made  to  the  Indians, 
I  trust  there  will  be  no  delay  in  forward- 
ing to  me  or  Captain  Page  the  necessary 
sum  of  money;  or  in  ordertrg  Captain  Arm- 
s  rong  to  report  to  m~,  wiih  the  funds  committed 
to  him,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  emigra- 
tion. 

Thirty  or  forty  Indians  ar?  expected  here  in  a   , 
•few  days  from  the  head  of  the  Withlacocchie.  They 
desired  an  escort  to  protrct  them  from  the  Micka- 
tukies,  which  was  accordingly  furnished. 

A  considerable  number  <  f  the  Ta'laba<sees  are 
now  in  at  various  points.  I  shall  concentrate  them  ; 
here  as  soon  as  practicable.  I  respectfully  enclose 
herewith  a  report  from  Lieut.  Col.  L^omis,  com- 
manding at  Port  Clinch,  where  Echo  emathla, 
chief  of  the  Tallahassee*,  has  doubtless  arrived 
ere  this.  I  am,  sir,  etc. 

W.  K.  ARMISTEAD,  , 

Brig.  Gen.  Commanding  in  Florida. 
Hon.  J.  R.  PotNsarr, 

Secretary  of  War. 

P.  a  flOC.OOO  will  probably  be  required  for  the   i 
objects  mentioned  in  this  letter.  , 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  said  he  would  now  ask, 
with  the  general  consent  of  the  House,  that  he 
might  be  allowed  to  present  a  bill  relating  to  that  i 
object,'  and  move  that  the  Home  resolve  iiself  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering it.  to 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  suggested  that  when 
tic  House  should  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whtle,   i 
and  take  up  the  pension  bill,  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Thomfsoh  could   be  ofiertd  as  aa  amendment  , 
i>  it  •  i 

Mr.  PROFF1T  wa$  about  makiog  an  appeal  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Jowns,]  and  to 
the  House,  aa  this  was  the  last  day  on  which  any 
taring  could  be  done  on  "the  bill  to  confirm  to  the  ; 
Mate  of  Indiana  the  land  selected  for  that  portion  | 
of  the  Wabash  and  Brie  canal,  which  lies  between  , 
the  month  of  Tippecanoe  river  and  Tcrre  Haute,  ! 
and  for  other  purposes:  when  , 

The  question  on  going  into  a  committee  of  the  ! 
Whole  was  again  stated;  and  there  up»  i 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays*,  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  inquired  whether  the  ques- 
-  turn  was  oa  bis  mot  on  or  en  that  cf  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Jonfs  ] 


Trie  SPEAKER  replied,  on  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vuginia. 

Mr.  PICKENS  asked  whether  the  House,  after 
going  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  could  not 
take  up  duy  subject  they  chose. 

Toe  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

The  qneuion  was  then  taken,  and  resulted— jeas 
92,  nay*  92. 

There  being  a  tie,  the  SPEAKER  voted  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

The  Hou*e  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Cliepobd  in  the  chair,)  and 
took  op  the  following  bill,  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  18  h  of  Decem- 
ber last,  viz: 

A   BILL    making  appropriations  for    the   pay- 
ment of  revolutionary  and  other  pensions  of  the 

Uaiied  States,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred 

and  forty-oa^. 

Beit  enacted  bu  the  Senate  oud  House  of  Represent* 
lures  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Concrete 
atstmbUd,  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  appropriated,  in  addition  to 
former  appropriation?,  to  be  paid  outof  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  nor  other  *ise  appropriated,  for  the 
pensioners  of  the  United  Sta'e?,  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one: 

F»r  the  revolutionary  pensions  under  the  act  of 
the  eighteenth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen,  three  hundred  and  fourteen 
thousand  d  liar?; 

For  the  payment  of  invalid  pensions,  one 
hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars; 

For  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans  under  the 
act  of  ihe  fourth  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  four  hundred  and  forty - 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  for>y-one  dollars; 

For  five  years'  pensions  to  widows  linger  the  act 
of  tbc  seventh  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty  c  ght,  on*;  hundred  and  six'3 -sight 
ihousanl  ihree  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars; 

Fur  half  pay  pension?,  payable  through  the 
offices  of  the  Second  and  Third  Auditors,  five 
thousand  dollars; 

For  airea  rases,  payable  through  the  Second 
Auditor'*  1  ffi.  e  six  hundred  dollars; 

For  arrearages,  payable  through  the  Tnird 
Auditor**1  ♦  ffiVe  one  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  then  offered  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  the  following; 

Sec.  2.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  10  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  benefit  of  .\uch  of 
the  Seminole  chiefs  and  warriors  as  may  inr ren- 
der for  emigration. 

Mr.  PETRIK1N  desired  to  know  whether  that 
amendment  was  in  order. 

After  some  discussion  of  a  conversational  cha- 
racter, the  CHAIR  decided  that  the  amendment 
was  in  ordc. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  observed  that  it 
would  be  unnecessary  for  him  to  say  any  thing  in 
relation  to  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  amend- 
ment, inasmuch  as  the  facts  furait hed  by  the  Secre- 
tary would  make  ih&t  apparent  to  all.  He  then 
proceeded  to  say  that  he  had  said  long  ago  that  we 
would  never  be  able  to  end  that  disastrous  war  in 
any  way  bnl  by  negotiation.  It  was  fool  sh  to  at- 
tempt to  fight  or  to  drive  off  the  Indians,  under  such 
circumstance?,  when  we  could  toy  them  off  at  a 
much  less  expense. 

Arter  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  T.  alluded  to 
the  growing  power  and  ambition  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  extremely  delicate  position  in  which  we 
were  placed  in  relation  to  that  power.  Looking  at 
alt  this,  he  observed  the  man  r*ust  be  silly  to*  sup- 
pose that  she  would  suffer  McLeod,  one  0/  hex 
citizens,  to  be  executed  by  us  for  obeying  the  avow- 
ed order  of  his  Government.  Mr.  T.  then  alluded 
to  the  facilities  of  Great  Britain  in  the  WeM  In- 
dies, etc,  for  annoying  us  in  c.ise  of  a  war,  and 
wondered  at  the  supine  ness  of  Southern  gentlemen 
on  the  subject. 

It  might  be  said,  however,  that  we  should  lose 
our  dignity  by  thus  ending  the  war  by  negotiation. 
That  was  out  of  the  question,  for  our  dignity  was 
gone  already.    But  it  would  be  recollected  that  we 


had  not  been  conflicting  wiih  Indians  only,  but  with 
nature.  We  had  been  struggling  against  the  cli- 
mate, swamps,  marine?,  and  other  inaccessible 
place*.  He  then  referred  to  the  •  unsuccessful 
struggle  of  England  in  the  Maroon  war  for  eighty 
years,  under  similar  circumstances,  and  which 
was  at  last  ended  by  negotiation.  Mr.  T.  concluded 
by  expressing  his  belief  that  this  was  the  important 
crisis  for  an  advantageous  termination  of  the  war 
in  Florida. 

Mr  PROFF1T  understood  that  the  sum  required 
by  the  amendment  was  to  perfect  an  agreement  that 
had  been  made  for  terminating  that  war.  If  so, he 
would  vote  forlt,  as  it  was  enough  for  him  to  know 
that  it  was  recommended  by  the  party  now  in  pow- 
er. Under  these  circumstances,  he  would  vote  for 
it,  although  it  had  been  a  million. 

Mr.  P.  then  complained  of  the  peculiar  tone  re- 
cently avsumed  in  the  debates,  on  all  appropria- 
tion?, with  relation  to  the  growing  powers  of  Great 
Britain.  But  why  was  Great  Brita  n  selected  in 
preference  'o  other  countries?  Why  was  nothing 
paid  about  France?  The  latter  country  might  send 
her  seventy-four  gun  shins  to  batter  down  forts  in 
South  America— she  m%ht  extend  her  power  in 
Africa,  and  do  other  things,  without  a  word  being 
said-  But  it  appeared  that  Great  Britain  alone  had 
be*>n  selected  as  the  theme  for  declamation.  Now 
if  gentlemen  were  for  war,  why  did  they  not  pro- 
pose it,  and  not  talk  about  it.  All  the  difference 
between  ihfm  and  Great  Britain  was  that  while 
thry  talked,  Great  Britain  acted.  That  was  all  the 
difference. 

Mr.  W.THOMPSON  said  if  the  gentlemen  alluded 
to  him,  he  was  the  last  man  on  that  floor  to  go  to 
war;  nor  would  he  do  it  unless  forced  into  it. 

Mr.  PROFF1T  said  he  believed  it.  But  at  tils 
time,  when  there  wan  not  a  speck  of  war,  what 
use  was  there  for  gentlemen  to  make  such  speeches 
about  Great  Qritaia  and  hergrowiog  power?  Great 
Br. tail  was  not  arming?  She  was  merely  main- 
taining her  position  as  a  great  natioD,  and  why  did 
not  we  follow  her  example?  He  also  objected  to 
our  anticipating  the  action  of  the  courts  in  New 
York  in  relation  to  the  case  of  McLecd. 

Mr.  P.  hoped  this  question  of  war  would  not  be 
rauv&ssedin  this  way,  for  if  suffered  it  would  lead 
to  in  ermintb'e  debate.  Let  us.  taid  Mr.  P.  confine 
the  delate  to  the  subject  of  the  Florida  war,  and  not 
by  these  war  speeches  sanction  the  idea  that  the 
American  Congress  is  secretly  harboring  the  spirit 
of  war,  when  it  has  not  the  courage  to  declare  it. 

Mr.  PETftlKiN  could  not  go  for  the  pn>poai« 
lion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  He, 
Mr.  P.  wi  hed  to  act  with  proper  caution  is  these 
ntatters  He  did  not  with  those  scenes  to  be  enact- 
ed over  again,  when  'he  Indians  had  been  furnish- 
ed with  blankets,  powder,  ball,  and  o  her  thing.*, 
and  had  then  turned  round  and  massacred  men, 
women  and  children.  % 

Mr.  P.  was  net  in  favor  of  countenancing 
the  usurpation  of  power  by  any  general  officer. 
Where  had  General  Armis  ead  the  power  to  give 
hs  pledge  to  the  Indians, -on  the  part  of  this  Go- 
vern mem?  Were  we,  by  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment,  to  sanction  this  usurpation  ef  rowei? 
Mr..  P.  proceeded  to  s*y  that,  although  he  was  a 
party  man,  his  party  did  not  teach  him  to  act  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  right  His  party  did  not 
teach  him  subornation  of  perjury.  Besides,  he 
had  another  objection.  Proper  time  ought  to  be 
allowed  for  an  inquiry  iiito  this  matter.  He,  for 
one,  was  not  in  favor  of  voting  away  a  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  without  a  report  from  a  commit- 
tee to  show  the  why  and  wherefore*  j 

Mr.  GIDDING3  then  took  the  floor,  and,  at 
great  length,  went  into  an  investigation  of  the 
causes,  history,  etc  of  the  Florida  war. 

Mr.  G.  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  which  he 
said  wore  already  written  out,  commented  largely 
on  the  Abolition  question,  the  kidnapping  of  ne- 
groes, etc.  as  hairing  a  powerful  agency  in  the  cause 
of  the  hostilities  in  Florida* 

Mr.  MARK  A.  COOPER  followed;  and  was 
making  some  very  keen  remarks  on  the  subject  of 
kidnapping,  and  how  the  sympathies  of  Abolition 
gentlemen  were  affected  by  circumstances,  when, 
at  the  request  of  several  members,  he  gave  way  to 
amotion  that  the  committee  rise.    That  motion 
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pre? ailing,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress. 

Mr.  ALBERT  SMITH  moved  the  House  do 
adjourn. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  demanded  (he  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  then  withdrawn. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee  oh 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  certain  fortifications  for  the  present  year; 
which  was  read  twice,  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  of  New  Hampshire,  after 
some  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  floor,  on  leave  in- 
troduced a  bill  to  exten  1  for  five  years  the  act,  ap,» 
proved  July  7, 1838,  granting  half  >  pay  and  pen- 
sions to  certain  widows. 

After  some  appropriate  remarks  from  Mr.  E. 
k  the  bill  was  read  twice,  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS  of  Ten- 
nessee, it  was 

RtMohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  changing  and  ad- 
justing the  circuits  of  trie  United  States  courts  as 
to  distribute  and  equalize,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
labor  of  the  judges. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Note. — The  Senate  bill  providing  for  a  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  New  Hampshire,  was,  some 
time  ago,  rea  1  twice,  and  referred,  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affair?, 

IN  SENATE, 
Tuesday,  February  9,  1841. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  message 
from  the  Pesident  of  the  United  Slates,  transmit- 
ting a  report  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  explora- 
tion and  survey  of  the  Northeastern  boundary, 
with  reference  to  a  further  appropriation  for  the 
completion  of  the  duty  assigned  IP  tbem.  The 
message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
showing  the  quantity  of  public  land  ceded  to  each 
of  the  respective  States  for  certain  specified  pur- 
poses; which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  certified  copies  of  pi- 
pers in  the  Pension  Office,  in  support  of  the  claims 
of  Margaret  Miller  and  Elizabeth  Whitman  to 
pensions;  which  was  rvferrrd  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  was  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  granting  a  pension  to  Molly  Luther,  widow 
of  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  the  joint  memorial  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Illinois,  praying  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  Marine  Hospital  at  the  city  of  Cai- 
ro; which  was  referred  to  ths  Committee  on  Com- 
me  ce,  arjd  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  presented  a  memorial   of 
'  citizens  of  Warren  county,  Mississippi,  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  presented  a  memorial  of  Mur- 
ray and  Spencer;  which  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  R  >sd*. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Commit'ee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  therelief  of 
Langtree  and  Jenkins,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
t|*e  Public  Lands,  to  which  a  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject was  yesterday  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  annex 
the  Cherokee  territory,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  to 
the  Coosa  land  district,  and  the  removal  of  the  land 
office  of  said  district. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  the  bill  was  then  reconsi- 
dered as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALL,  the  bill  further  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
the  Judicial  courts  of  the  United  States,"  passed  the 


24th  of  September,  1789,  Was  taken  up  and  consi- 
dered as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
authorizing  the  States  to  tax  any  lands  within  their 
limits  sold  by  the  United  States;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  ielief  cf  De 
Peyster  and  Croger;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  alter  one  of  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
court  of  the  District  of  Ohio, and  fot  other  purposes; 
and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Daniel  Pet- 
tibone,  deceases',  were  severally  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

0RDER8  OF  THE  DAY. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Pennell  and  others, 
owners  of  the  Eliza  of  Brunswick; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Steamboat  Company 
of  Nantucket; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caspar  W.  Wever; 
and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  companies  of 
Missouri  volunteers;  were  severally  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  en- 
able the  claimants  to  Isnd  within  the  limits  of  Mis- 
souri and  Territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings to  trv  the  validity  of  their  claims,"  ap- 
proved the  26th  of  May,  1824,  and  an  act  amend- 
ing the  same,  and  extending  the  provisions  of  said 
acts  to  claimants  to  l.^nd  within  the  States  of  Lou- 
isiana and  Mississippi,  was  taken  up  cm  motion  by 
Mr.  LINN,  who  proposed  several  amendments 
thereto,  which  were  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  as 
amended  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  KING,  LINN, 
SEVIER,  and  BAYARD,  and  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 
The  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy throughout  the  Uni'ed  States  was  taken  up, 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole 

Mr.  HENDERSON  resumed  the  debate,  and  re- 
viewed the  operation  of  the  law  as  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  if  adopted,  on 
banking  and  other  incorporations,  and  the  power  of 
Congress  so  far  to  ex:end  such  a  provision.  If 
this  bill  could  made  to  include  one  incorporation, 
he  argued  that  it  could  be  extended  to  all  incorpo- 
rations; and,  consequently,  a  township,  a  city,  a 
county,  or  a  State,  and,  in  short,  any  tbiog  tha  had 
a  corporate  existence,  ould  be  embraced;  but  he 
denied  that  such  rower  existed  in  that  body. 

Mr.  WALKER  did  not  intend  to  have  taken 
part  in  this  discussion;  but  after  the  course  which 
this  debate  has  taken,  and  after  the  doctrines  had 
been  expressed  which  he  had  heard  promulgate 
during  that  debate,  he  could  not  abstain  from  some 
remark.  The  constitutional  q  a  est  ion  which  was 
here  involved,  was  of  the  bigheu  importance — it 
struck  at  the  very  existence  of  our  institutions-*- 
and  if  the  doctrine  which  had  been  there  promul- 
gated, could  be  f  U'Uined  as  the  constitutional  views 
of  that  body,  it  would  be  attended  with  calamitous 
consequences.  What  was  it?  It  was  that  a  State, 
by  the  grant  of  a  charter  to  her  citizens,  can  ex- 
empt tbem  fn  m  the  operation  of  the  powers  grant- 
ed by  the  Constitution  to  the  United  States.  That 
was  the  question,  and  it  was  one  of  solemn  irapor'; 
for  if  a  State,  by  granting  a  charter  to  any  nnmbf  r 
of  her  citizens,  can  exempt  tbem  from  the  operation 
of  the  powers  granted  to  ih's  Government,  she  can 
exempt  all  her  citizens  from  the  operation  of  that 
power.  And  if  she  can  exempt  ber  citizens  from 
the  operation  of  one  power  of  this  Government, 
she  can  exempt  them  from  the  operation  of 
all  its  powers,  and  thereby  nullity  and  over- 
throw the  Government  itself.  That  was  the 
question.  It  was  that  a  number  of  individuals 
of  a  State,  by  obtaining  an  act  of  incorporation  a? 
a  bank,  can  override,  by  that  legislative  authority, 
all  the  granted  powers  of  this  Government.  And 
this  must  be  admitted  to  be  a  question  of  solemn 
import.   Power  was  vested  in  Congress  to  establish 


a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy;  and  over  i 
was  it  to  operate?  The  citizens  of  every  Stale  of 
the  Union.  And  what  was  asked  on  the  other 
side?  Why,  that  a  certain  number  of  citizens,  bv 
obtaining  a  charter  of  incorporation  from  the  State 
Legislature,  may  rise  up  and  exempt  themselves 
from  the  operation  of  the  granted  powers,  of  this 
Government.  He  (Mr.  Walker)  was  ready  to 
defend  the  just  rights  of  the  States  on  any  occasion, 
but  he  should  not  assist  them  in  their  attempt  to 
usurp  the  lights  granted  by  the  Constitution,  and 
by  every  State  ot  the  Union,  to  this  Government! 
Tnis  power,  then,  of  the  General  Government, 
being  undeniable,  he  would  ask  whether  a  State 
could  exempt  her  citzens  from  the  operation  of 
this  power  in  any  mo ie;  for  if  she  could  do  it  by 
the  grant  of  charters  of  incorporation,  she  could 
do  it  in  any  other  mode. 

And  again,  bankers  were  individuals  who  were 
engaged  in  trade;  there  were  banks  that  were  in- 
corporated and  banks  that  were  not  incorporated; 
and  a  bankrupt  law  was  to  be  passed  to  operate  on 
all  the  people  of  the  Union;  the  powers  given  to 
Cong  re*  i  were  to  eUabJi-h  a  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy;  but  if  the  doctrine  here  proclaimed 
were  to  be  admitted,  the  raw  would  not  operate 
with  entire  uniformity  throughout  the  Union,  as  it 
would  he  stopped  on  the  very  threshold  of  those 
States  that  thus  assumed  the  power  to  exempt  their 
citizens  from  the  operation  of  the  law.    Now  he  de- 
nied that  the  States  possessed  any  such  power  to 
exempt  their  citizens  from  the  operation  of  th  s  or 
any  other  power  vested  in  this  Government.    The 
powers  so  vested  in  this  Government  were  supreme, 
any  thing  in  any  State  laws  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding; and  he  called  upon  Senators  to  consi- 
der the  importance  of  the  question  whether  any  and 
tverj  State,  by  grantiog  to  all  and  any  of  her  citi- 
zens—for  if  she  could  exempt  one  she  could  ex- 
empt   all— charters   of  incorporation  could   thus 
override  the  powers  of  the  General  Government. 
Now  he  found  there  were  many  powers  granted  by 
the  Constitution  to  this  Government,  and  could  the 
State*  at  their  pleasure  exempt  their  citizens  irom 
the  operation  of  all  these  power*?    Take,  for  in- 
stance, the  taxing  power.    Were  corporations  ex- 
empted from  the  operation  of  the  taxing  |  ower  of 
this  Government?     Were    individuals   exempted 
from  it  by  receiving  charters  of  incorpotaiion?    If 
so,  this  Government  has  no  taxing  power,  or  it  is 
destroyed  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  States,  for 
they  bad  only  to  cover  their  citizens  by  a  State 
charter  of  incorporation.    But  wbo  would  ventore 
to  assert  that  the  States  had  such  power?    And  was 
not  the  bankrupt  power  as  clearly  del? gated  to  Con- 
gress as  this  taxing  power?  or  was  one  power 
granted  to  Congress  a  sovereign  power,   and  the 
other  a  limited  power.    No;  the  bankrupt  power 
was  just  as  clearly  delegated  as  any  other.    Bat 
again:  this  Government  has  the  right  to  collect  du- 
ties on  imports;  but  may  not  the  States  grant  char- 
ters of  incorporation  to  wholesale  importers;  and 
will  those  charters  exempt  them  from  piying  ike 
duties  on  their  importations  within  the  limits  of  the 
Sia'e?    If  charters  of  incorporation  could  exempt 
bankrupts  from  the  operation  of  the  power  of  this 
Government,  might  not  importing  companies,  by 
similar  charters,  be  exempt  from  the  operation  of 
th<»  law  levying  duties  on  impoits.    Take  ataxia 
the  poweis  of  the  Government  to  levy  war.    Now/ 
they  knew  that,  in  many  States,  there  were  incor- 
porated volunteer  companies;  and  if  this  Govem- 
ment  could  not  apply  its  powers  to  'those  corps, 
because  they  were  incorporated,  this  Go  vera  meat 
bas  no  power  to  make  war,  for  these  chartered 
companies  were  not  subject  to  this  Government. 
They  might  take  up  ether,  cases  in  succession, 
and  they  might  strike  out  all  the  powers  vested  in 
Conzress;    for   the  sections  of  the    Constitution 
conferring   such    powers,   were    but    so    many 
dead   letters   if  these    charters    were    so  many 
exemptions    from  the  operation  of    the  powers 
of   this    Government.     He    then    proceeded    to 
reply  to  the  arguments  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun]  of  the  previous  day,  and 
he  contended  that  the  township  commissioners,  dbc 
to  whom  that  honorable  Senator  bad  referred,  wen 
but  quasi  corporations  for  the  transaction  of  pnblsg 
and  not  private  business— that  they  were  not  be~ 
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yoad  ihe  control  of  the  repealing  power  of  the 
ftate,  and  were  in  (act,  and  in  the  language  of  the 
bett  American  authorities  oucti  officers,  as  much 
ai  a  constable,  a  sheriff,  or  a  county  board  of  po- 
lice, for  the  transaction  for  the  State  of  its 
local  business  within  its  legitimate  sphere. 
The  diuioctioo,  then,  was  clear  between 
corpora  ions  for  public  and  .corporations  for 
private  purposes,  the  one  being  for  the  trans- 
action of  the  business  of  the  States,  and  the  other 
of  individuals  unconnected  with  the  sovereignty  of 
the  8tates.  Bat  a  plea  was  here  set  op  that  private 
incorporations  for  the  transaction  of  private  bosi* 
ness  under  a  contract  with  State  Legislatures, 
saou'd  be  exempt  from  the  powers  of  this  Govern- 
ment. Here  then  were  exemptions  claimed  for 
incorporations  that  were  net  the  agents  of  the 
States;  that  were  not  subject  to  the  repealing 
power  of  the  States,  but  were  corporations  of  pri- 
vate individuals  for  the  transaction  of  private  busi- 
ness, without  exercising  any  of  the  power  of  sove- 
reign authority  of  the  States.  They  were  en- 
gaged in  private  pursuit*,  and  now  they  came  in 
and  ashed,  on  account  of  an  engagement  with  the 
Stales  for  the  transaction  of  their  own  private 
buainrss,  to  be  exempt  from  the  powers  of 
this  Government  The  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, yesterday,  had  cited  a  case  in  which  it  was 
decided  that  ihey  could  not  tax  branches  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Union;  but  if  that  honorable  Senator 
would  look  agan  at  that  decision,  he  would  find 
that  it  was  decided  on  the  ground  that  the  bank  was 
a  public  corporation—the  fiscal  at  en  l  of  the  Go- 
vernment— and  that  all  its  branches  were  equally 
the  agents  of  the  Government;  and  on  that  ground 
alone  was  the  exemption  prone  nnced.  If  it  had 
been  a  private  corporation,  it  would  have  been  sub- 
ject to  the  taxing  power.  The  decision,  then,  went 
id  show  that  they  might  tax  banks,  so  long  as  they 
were  private  incorporated  companies,  chartered  for 
private  gain  and  emolument;  and  that  a  public  cor- 
poration which  was  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government 
was  beyond  the  taxing  power.  But  were  these 
trading  bank  incorporations  the  fiscal  agents  of  the 
Government  of  this  Union?  Were  they  the  officers 
of  the  Government!  Did  they  transact  its  fiscal 
business?  If  so,  how  dared  they  assert  that  their 
charters  were  beyond  the  repealing  power  and  the 
control  of  the  Governmenl|that  made  them?  What! 
was  the  fiscal  agent  beyond  the  power  that  created 
it?  There  never  was  such  an  agency  established 
on  earth:  the  authority  that  made  it  could  recall  or 
change  its  powersat  pleasure;  and,  as  the  banks  were 
not  the  agents  of  the  Government,  they  were  not  ex- 
empt from  the  taxing  power  of  the  State  or  of  the  Ge- 
neral Government.  A  case  had  occurred  in  Rhode 
Island  in  which  the  Supreme  Court  had  decided  that 
the  State  did  possess  this  taxing  power,  and  it  the 
State  did,  why  did  not  the  General  Government? 
And  if  these  private  incorporations  were  subject  to 
the  taxing  power,  could  any  good  reason  be  given 
why  they  .were  not  subject  to  the  bankrupt  power? 
Bat  they  had  been  told  they  must  not  touch  State 
banks,  or  banks  of  which  the  State  was  proprietor 
in  whole  or  in  part.  Now,  if  gentlemen  wished  to 
exempt  Stale  banks  from  the  operation  of  the  seo 
aisti  under  discussion,  let  them  move  an  amend- 
for  that  purpose;  but  he  denied,  so  far  as  the 
of  power  was  concerned,  that  a  bank  was 
exempt  because  it  bad  a  State  as  a  partner.  Why 
bad  not  the  same  tiibonal  to  which  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  referred— the  So- 
nvrxoe  Court  of  the  Union— decided  that  when  a 
Stale  becomes*  a  partner  in  a  bank  or  other  incor- 
poration, it  lays  down  its  sovereignty  and  has  no 
xnore  power,  as  a  member  of  that  corporation,  than 
tine  humblest  individual?  It  was  not  then  to  be 
viewed  as  a  State,  but  as  a  co-partner,  nor  other- 
■arise  than  as  an  individual  partner;  and  if  a  State 
■Wrnmrffa  banking  company,  it  is  clearly  u  n  const  i- 
Invjonal;  for  a  Stale  has  not  the  authority  to  emit 
fceBs  of  credit.  He  pronounced,  then,  that  the 
claimed  to  exempt  these  chartered  com- 
from  the  operation  of  the  power  of 
General  Government,  was  an  unjustifiable 
lion  of  power,  which  was  not  pos- 
msned'  by  a  potentate  of  France  or  Russia. 
■far,  if  there  ever  was  a  period  when  this  bankrupt 
•sower  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  banks,  it  was  now, 


when  the  explosions  around  them  were  like  the  re- 
port of  artilleiy  on  the  battle  field,  where  scarcely 
had  the  sound  of  one  ceased  to  reverbera'e  on  the 
ear  before  they  bad  another  and  another  in  quick 
and  quicker  succession,  and  tbey  were  surrounded 
with  the  wrecks  and  fragments  of  banking  institu- 
tions. When  the  basks  ceased  to  answer  the  ob- 
ject -  for  which  they  were  created,  they  ought 
to  be  subject,  like  any  other  insolvent  trad- 
ing companv,  to  the  bankrupt  power  of  the 
Unioo;  or  if  an  exemption  should  exist  at  all, 
it  ought  to  be  in  favor  of  the  unfortunate  private 
trader,  and  not  of  the  banking  company  which  was 
inves'ed  with  ao  many  exclusive  privileges.  If 
there  were  any  of  these  banking  companies  that  were 
more  mismanaged  than  others,  it  was  those  whic 
were  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  States — 
they  weie  more  corrupt  and  corrupting,  for  they 
both  corr opted  States  and  individuals;  and  bad  tbey 
not  seen  a  report  in  regard  to  one  of  these  hanks 
which  was  owned  by  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union, 
by  which  loans  to  the  amount  of  $700,000  bad  been 
made  to  the  Stale  Legislature  to  which  it  was  re- 
sponsible— jes,  it  bad  been  found  upon  exami- 
nation— upon  an  opening  of  "the  secret*  of 
the  prison  bouse,"  that  the  members  of  the^Le- 
gisla'ure  stood  indebted  to  that  bank  to  the 
amount  of  $700,000,  and  yet  it  was  asked  that 
the  S  a<e  Legislature  i hoold  possess  the  power  to 
apply  to  that  baok  the  operation  of  a  bankrupt  law ! 
Why,  this  visa  reason  why  that  Legislature  was 
not  the  proper  depository  of  such  power.  It  wonld 
be,  in  fact,  the  debtors  applying  a  bankrupt  law  to 
the  creditors.  And  what  had  they  s«en  in  his  na- 
tive State  (Pennsylvania)  but  a  few  days  ago? 
Why,  the  State  borrowing  400,000  dollars  from 
a  bank  which  in  a  few  days  afteiwsrds  ex-. 
ploded;  and  yet  that  Legislature  was  to  pos- 
sess the  power  to  apply  a  bankrupt  law  to 
that  incorpora  ion.  Now,  be  would  say  to  the 
gentlemen  that  were  friends  of  the  banks,  that  if 
they  wbhed  to  rave  the  system  from  total  annihi- 
lation, they  must  take  a  new  latitude  and  change 
the  point  of  their  compass,  for  they  could  only  be 
sustained  by  the  public  conuderce.  Now  they 
could  suspend  at  pleasure,  and  set  the  Stale  Legis- 
latures at  defiance;  and  it  became  the  people  of  the 
States  to  apply  an  appropriate  remedy.  They  had 
recently  been  told  that  the  Bank  of  England  re- 
quired twenty-six  years  to  resume;  and  what  was 
that  but  to  inform  the  people  of  this  Ubion  that  a 
certain  bank  must  have  the  some  period 
to  resume  as  its  great  prototype?  He 
was  not  aware  that  any  other  power  could 
prevent  suspension,  except  the  powers  lo  be 
possessed  by  a  bankrupt  law;  and  this  would  ope- 
rate on  the  instincts  of  these  incorporations  whose 
sole  object  was  money -making.  Wih  such  a  law 
in  existence,  tbey  would  not  dare  to  fl  od  the  coun- 
try with  millions  on  millions  of  their  paper  money, 
for  they  would  know  that  there  existed  -a  decree, 
which  was  fixed  and  irrevocable,  which  would  fol* 
low  and  punish  every  abuse  of  power.  After  a 
few  other  observations,  the  honorable  gentleman 
concluded  with  a  brief  recapitulation  of  the  argu- 
ments he  had  adduced  in  the  course  of  his  ad- 
dress. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi had  misapprehended  his  argument  on  a  pre- 
ceding day.  The  question  was  not  whether  a  State 
can  exempt  individual  citizens  from  the  operation 
of  the  powers  of  this  Government,  but  whether, 
when  the  State  has  exercised  its  acknow- 
ledged powers,  this  Government  can  exercise 
powers  destructive  of  the  acknowledged  pow- 
ers of-  the  Sates,  and  consequently  all  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  founded 
on  that  misapprehension,  fell  to  the  giound.  He 
(Mr.  Calh  uw)  had  no  doubt  the  General  Go- 
vernment might  tax  individuals  composing  incor- 
porations, and  the  corporations  themselves;  for,  ac- 
cording to  his  estimate  of  the  taxing  power,  it  was 
to  get  money  and  not  to  destroy,  for  destruction 
wonld  defeat  its  own  object.  With  respect  to  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion lo  express  the  opinion  that  it  was  wrong. 
He  believed  the  8iate  had  the  right  to  levy  the  tax, 
and  be  believed  the  Svnaior  from  Mississippi 
was  wrong  in  supposing  the  decision  was  founde 


on  the  assumption  that  the  bank  was  a  public  and 
not  a  private  corporation.  Be  that  as  it  might,  his 
(Mr.  Calhoun's)  memory  could  not  be  mistaken 
on  the  point  that  the  taxing  power  was  treated  as 
a  power  to  destroy;  but  be  thought  it  was  the  re- 
verse of  that.  But  to  proceed  to  another  point. 
The  Senator  from  Mississippi  bad  placed  his  ar- 
gument, as  he  (Mr.  Calhoun)  understood  it,  on 
the  ground  that  the  bankrupt  power  was  an  abso- 
lute power. 

He  (Mr.  Calhoun)  understood  it  might  extend  to 
all  cases  of  debtor  and  creditor,  and  that  was  what 
he  understood  by  absolute  power.  Bankruptcy 
was  a  technical  term,and  he  concurred  with  the  Se- 
nator from  New  York, [Mr.  Wriobt,]  and  with  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey, [Mr.  Wall,]  who  made 
a  report  on  the  subject  last  year,  that  it  was  limit- 
ed to  creditors  aod  not  to  debtors,  and  that  such  had 
been  the  basis  of  all  bankrupt  laws  heretofore  con- 
sidered or  proposed  for  adoption,  and  consequently 
that  it  was  destructive  of  voluntary  bankruptcies, 
which  were  treated  as  mere  insolvencies.  Now 
what  was  the  difference  between  public  and  private 
corporations?  The  one  was  said  to  be  an  incorpo- 
tion  for  individual  and  special  in  teres1;  but  were 
not  all  created  for  a  public  purpose,  or  under  the 
plea  of  a  public  purpose?  It  would  be  a  gross 
abuse  of  power  to  confer  such  privileges,  unless  it 
were  to  promote  eom?  public  object;  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  bel.eved  these  private  in- 
corporations weie  useful  in  promoting  trade,  and 
navigation,  and  commerce,  and  so  forth.  If  such, 
then,  were  the  object,  what  possible  difference  could 
it  make  whe'her  the  interests  were  separate  or 
otherwise? 

Afttr  a  few  other  observations  he  defended  the* 
right  of  the  States  to  exercise  authority  over  the 
banks  of  the  States,  and  to  insist  upon  forfeitures 
for  suspension;  and  he  inquired  whether  it  had 
come  ro  this,  that  Congress  was  to  interfere  because 
the  State  Legi  latures  were  too  indolent  or  too 
corrupt  to  do  it.  He  was  of  opinion  that  it  was 
not  for  Congress  to  undertake  ir.  He  then  stated 
varions  grounds  on  which  he  opposed  this  proposi- 
tion. He  opposed  it  as  leading  to  a  breaking  up  of  a 
system  in  which  the  debts  and  credit  of  the  country 
were  concentrated,  because  it  would  force  on  a  uni- 
versal settlement  all  over  the  land,  and  because  they 
could  notdo  it  without  a  violation  of  the  Constitution; 
and  abo  because,  if  they  adopted  this  proposition, 
they  would  get  a  principle  whxh  would  include 
every  township  in  New  England.  For  these  and 
other  reasons,  be  opposed  this  proposition. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Tae  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina admits  the  power  of  this  Government  to  tax 
these  institutions,  but  denies  the  power  of  includ- 
ing them  within  the  compulsory  provisions  of  a 
bankrupt  law.  Now  is  not  the  power  as  expressly 
granted  in  the  Constitution  in  ihe  one  case  as  in 
the  other?  The  Senator  contends  for  their  exemp- 
tion on  the  ground  that  they  are  established  for 
public  purpose*.  But  the  banks  themselves 
claim  that  tbey  were  established  for  private 
purposes,  and  deny  the  power  of  the  State 
to  revoke  or  annul  their  charters.  The  case 
of  MacCultocb,  in  9th  Wheaton,  expressly  de- 
cided that  the  Bank  of  the  Unked  States  was 
exempt  from  taxation  by  a  Stale,  because  she  was 
a  fircal  agent  of  the  General  Government.  In  re* 
ply  to  the  argument  that  banks  in  whole  or  in  part 
owned  by  States,  were  State  agent?,  be  would  say 
that  if  the  officers  of  these  banks  were  elected  and 
paid  by  the  State,  and  the  State  were  responsible 
for  their  issues,  then  they  might,  with  some  plausi- 
bility, ask  to  be  exempted  from  the  operations  of  a 
bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said,  the  officers  of  the 
State  bank  of  Alabama  were  elected  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  S'.ate,  and  tbey  were  as  much  the 
agents  of  the  S'ate,  as  the  township  officers  were 
of  the  State*  in  New  England.  Before  Congress 
can  apply  the  compulsory  provisions  of  a  bank- 
rupt law  to  these  institutions,  they  must  first  deny 
the  power  of  the  Suites  to  incorporate  banks. 
Tbey  should  come  out  boldly  and  advocate  an  ex- 
clusive metallic  enrre ncy.  He  should  not  go  with 
them  in  that,  as  he  would  not  go  for  the  present 
proposition.     The  Senator  from  Mississippi  had 
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alluded  to  the  lamentable  condition  of  the  banks  of 
Alabama.  He  was  not  willing  that  this  Govern- 
ment should  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  his  State, 
and  especially  those  which  were  within  the  exclu- 
sive province  of  his  Siate.  What  was  the  purport 
of  this  whole  matter,  but  saying  that  the  States 
were  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  manage  their  o  *n 
affairs.  The  Senator  alludes  to  the  deplorable  cm 
ditioa  of  these  banks,  and  speaks  of  this  Govern- 
ment as  the  only  power  which  can  correct  the  evil. 
He,  (Mr,  Clat)  for  one,  would  be  glad  to  see  the 
Federal  Government  attend  to  is  own  affairs,  and 
attend  to  them  successfully.  He  ^bought  (be  ques- 
tion had  assumed  no  new  shape  since  ibe  brief,  dis- 
cussion of  yesterday,  nor,  indeed,  since  the  last  ses- 
sion, when  be  had  moved  to  strike  banks  from 
the  bill.  As  to  the  taxing  power  of  this  Govern* 
ment,  he  held  it  to  be  stric  ly  limited  to  revenue 
purposes.  Because  the  banks  in  Mississippi,  or  in 
Alabama,  or  in  any  other  Stale,  were  in  a  bad  con- 
dition, was  with  him  no  argument  in  favor  of  onr 
travelling  oat  of  our  constitutional  sphere  to  apply 
a  corrective. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  having  obtained  the  floor,  said  it 
must  be  apparent  to  every  Senator  that  there  was 
not  the  remotest  chanc«  of  this  bill  passing  Con- 
gress at  the  present  tension;  and  to  prevent  a  fur- 
ther wane  of  the  time  of  the  Senate,  he  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  labln. 

Before  the  question  was  taken,  a  motion  for  ad- 
journment was  made,  which  prevailed; 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tobsdat,  February  9,  1841. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Uuion,  and  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1841. 

Th«  SPEAKER  informed  Mr.  Jones  that  this 
was  the  day  set  aside  fur  ihe  consideration  of  tha 
bills  relating  to  steamboat  disasters,  etc. 

Mr.  JONES  would  then  ask  that  the  special  or- 
der be  postpone!  until  Thursday  nex,  because 
all  the  important  appropriation  bills  had  )  et  to  be 
acted  upon. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that  if  Thursday 
should  be  set  aside  for  the  special  order,  he  would 
have  no  objection  to  it*  postponement  until  that 
day. 

The  question  was  tbeo  taken  on  postponing  the 
special  order,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  ihe  special  order  was  postponed  until  Thurs- 
day next 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  on  and  after  to  morrow,  the  daily 
hour  of  meeting  of  this  House  shall  be  eleven 
o'clock,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Objection  being  made  to  the  teception  of  the  re 
solution, 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  the  rales  were 
suspended;  and 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
resolution,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  then,  *>n  the  motion  of  Mr.  JONES 
of  Virginia,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Clif- 
ford in  the  chair)  and  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the 

PENSION  BILL. 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  amendment  of* 
feied  by  Mr.  Waddy  Thompson  on  yesterday,  ap- 
propriating $100,000  for  the  benefit  of  soch  Semi- 
nole chiefs  and  warriors  as  may  surrender  for  emi- 
gration. 

Mr  MARK  A.  COOPER  being  entitled  to  the 
floor,  resumed  his  iemarks  from  >eiierday,  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Gi  doings. 

The  latter  having,  at  great  length,  attempted  to 
show  that  the  origin  of  the  Florida  war  was  attri- 
butable to  slavery,  kidnapping,  etc.  Mr.  C.  proceed* 
ed  to  reply  Hriatim  to  the  arguments  by  which  that 
position  had  been  attempted  to  be  sustained. 

In  the  course  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  C.  allusion 
was  made  to  the  dispute  between  Georgia  and 


Maine,  in  relation  to  the  alleged  kidnapping  of  cei- 
tain  negroes. 

Mr.  EVANS  d  Maine  made  several  explana- 
tions on  that  subject,  which  will  appear  when  the 
debate  shall  be  written  out. 

Mr.  COOPER  was  proceeding  to  comm<  nt  upon 
that  subject,  when  be  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Chair  on  ihe  ground  of  irrelevancy. 

Mr.  BLACK  observed  that  his  colleague  was 
merely  replying  to  what  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Gidding^]  had  advanced  yesterday;  and  inas- 
much as  that  gentleman  had  been  permitted  to  go 
on  making  charges,  he  (Mr.  B.)  cculd  not  con- 
ceive how  his  colleague  could  be  out  of  order  in  re- 
plying to  those  cbargrs.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
was  permuted  to  make  an  anti-slavery  speech  on 
yesterday;  mi  if  ihe  Chair  decided  that  his  col- 
league [Mr.  CorpER]  was  not  in  order  in  replying 
to  it,  h«  (Mr.  B.)  would  take  an  appeal  from  that 
derision. 

The  CHAIR  observed  that  as  theg^mleman  was 
referring  to  negro  stealing  in  Ohio,  and  alluding  to 
the  object,  etc  of  those  engaged,  he  had  thought  it 
his  du»y  to  call  him  to  account  for  irrelevancy. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  ves;  and  in  addition  to  that 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  made  a  pointed 
personal  allusion  to  him;  and  he  desired  the  gen- 
tleman might  be  permircd  to  go  on,  in  otder  that 
he,  Mr.  A.  might  have  an  opportunity  of  answer- 
ing him. 

Mr.  WI$E  desired  to  know  if.  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  was  not  replying  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  on  yoterday,  on  the 
subject  of  negro  stealing.  If  so,  was  he  not  in 
order? 

Mr.  COO  PEtt  said,  he  had  no  notes  of  hi.<  own, 
and  his  remarks  were  founded  on  the  notes  he  had 
taken  of  the  written  speech  of  the  g»n  lie  man  from 
O.iio;  so  that  he  was  confining  him  elf  Mric'ly  to 
what  had  been  taid  by  ihat  gentleman,  and  for 
which  he  had  not  been  called  to  ordtr  by  the 
Chjir. 

After  seme  further  explanation*, 

Mr.  BLACK  took  an  appeal  from  the  deciarn 
of  the  Chair. 

And  the  question  being  tak**n  on  the  appeal,  ihe 
dec:sion  of  the  Chair  was  not  sustained. 

Mr.  COOPER  then  resumed  his  remarks,  and 
proceeded  at  great  length  to  show  that  the  conclu- 
sions drawn  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  in  rela- 
tion to  ihe  causes  i  f  the  Florida  war,  were  errone- 
ous. Mr.  C.  also,  at  some  lengh,  defended  the 
State  of  Georria  from  ecru  in  charges  preferred 
against  her  by  the  Abolitionists. 

Mr.  BLACK  said  that  when  he  finished  his 
speech  the  other  day,  he  did  no*  think  he  would  be 
called  up  s>o  soon  sgain  to  address  the  committee. 
But  he  wuu'd  be  derelict  to  his  duty,  i  ot  only  as  a 
Representative  of  Georgia,  but  as  a  cin'zf n  of  ihe 
South,  were  he  to  permit  the  extraordinary  speech 
made  by  the  gentleman  of  Ohio  to  pass  by  in 
silence. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  Mr.  Giddino* 
to  show  how  those,  the  burden  of  whose  song  is 
"human  rights  and  human  liberty,"  in  relation  to 
Southern  slaves,  treat  the  free  negroes  who  are 
residents  of  the  non-s!aveholding  States.  At  Mr. 
B's  request,  many  extracts  were  read  from  the  Phi- 
lanthropist, containing  an  artfele  written  by 
Mr.  Jay,  showing  that,  by  the  laws  of  Ohio, 
and  many  other  of  the  free  8ute.«,  negroes  were 
excluded  from  the  elective  franchise,  the  right  of 
pe'ition,  from  serving  in  the  militia,  from  partci- 
patin?  in  the  administration  of  justice,  and  that  im- 
pediments  were  thrown  into  their  way  to  debar 
them  from  the  advantages  of  education,  the  enjoy 
ment  of  religion,  locomotion,  etc.  and  the  opinion 
of  the  writer  [Mr.  Jay]  was  that  "Ohio  Mo-jd  pre- 
emif.ent  for  her  wickedness  against  this  class  of  her 
population.'1 

Mr.  B.  was  proceeding  in  his  remarks,  when  he 
was  called'  to  order  by  several  gentlemen,  oa  the 
ground  of  irrelevancy  in  debate. 

Mr.  BYNTJM  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia would  be  permitted  to  proceed.  We  had  lis* 
tened  (said  Mr.  B  )  the  better  part  of  the  whole  of 
yesterday  to  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Giddinos]  against  the  slaveholders  of 
the  South  and  their  institutions,  which  was  calcu- 


Ja'ed  to  do  incurable  injury  to  that  portion  of  the 
TJAion.  It  was  (said  Mr.  B.)  the  duty  of  every 
Represantative  from  the  South  promptly  to  meet 
his  assailants  on  that  subject.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  should  be  arrested  in  delivering  his 
sentiments  upon  this  vital  and  all-important  sub- 
ject, Mr.  B.  taid  that  he  himself,  as  a  unall  portion 
of  the  South,  would  claim  to  be  heard.  It  was  a 
subject,  beyond  every  other,  in  which  the  Southern 
people  possessed  the  deepest  interest,  and  one  about 
which  they  had  been  more  deceived,  in  his  ©pinion, 
than  about  any  other  upon  the  face  of  the  earth; 
and,  to  be  undeceived,  it  was  only  necessary  for 
them  to  do  justice  to  themselves  in  this  matter. 
Well  might  gentlemen  be  afraid  of  the  truth,  as  to 
the  position  of  parties,  going  forth  from  this  place. 

Mr.  BLACK  a^ain  resumed  his  remarks,  and 
was  proeeding  further  to  reply  to  Mr.  GroDivoi, 
when 

Mr.  RATNER  said,  the  discussion  had  gone  far 
enough,  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  only  calculated 
to  please  a  certain  class  of  men  in  this  House.  Be- 
sides, the  pension  bill  was  before  the  committee, 
and  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Black]  was  discmaisg 
Abolition. 

Mr.  BYNTJM  said  he  knew  whom  the  remarks 
of  his  colleague  [Mr.  Rather]  were  intended  to 
reach;  but  he  would  say,  well  might  certain  gen- 
tlemen* fiom  the  Sauth  wince,  for  this  was,  and 
ever  must  be,  a  tender  subject  to  them.  They  were 
anxious  (said  Mr.  B.)  to  arrest  any  discussion  that 
would  let  iht  truth  go  to  the  8  juth,  and  their  posi- 
tion wa*  becoming  more  evident. 

Mr  BUCK  resumed  his  remark?;  and  after  fre- 
quent interrnp  ions,  said  be  held  in*  his  hand  a  por- 
tion of  an  ancient  book.  He  meant  the  Bible  it- 
s*lf.  Now,  Mr,  (remarked  Mr.  B  )  call  me  to  or- 
t'er  with  the  Bible  in  my  hand.  I  intend  to  read 
from  :he  7th  chapter  of  Matthew,  U\,  21,  3d,  4ch, 
and  5  b  verses.  Mr.  B.  accordingly  read  as  fol- 
lows: 
-    "1.  Judge  not,  that  ye  be  riot  judged. 

•'2  For  ui  h  what  judgment  ye  judge,  ye  shall 
be  judged;  and  with  what  measure  ye  mete,  it  shall 
be  measured  to  you  again. 

"3  And  why  beholdest  thou  the  mote  that  is  in 
thy  brother'*  eye,  but  considerest  not  the  beam  that 
is  in  thine  own  eye? 

1 4.  Or  how  wilt  thou  say  to  thy  brother,  let  me 
pull  out  the  mote  out  of  thine  eye;  and  behold,  a 
beam  is  in  thine  own  eye. 

"5.  Thou  hypocrite,  [Mr.  B.  pointed  to  Mr.  Gro- 
ding>]  first  cast  out  the  beam  out  of  thine  own 
eye;  and  then  shall  thou  see  clearly  to  case  oat  the 
mote  out  of  thy  brother*  eye." 

Mr.  B.  contended  that  this  passage  of  Scripture 
was  applicable  to  Mr.  G'Ddtkos.  We  of  the  Sown 
(said  Mr.  B  )  say  we  have  no  mote  in  our  eye, 
neither  on  the  subject  of  slavery  or  any  other  sub- 
ject. I  call  upon  the  gentleman,  in  the  language  of 
Holy  Writ,  "Thou  hyptcrUe,  first  cast  out  the  beam 
out  of  thine  own  eye;  and  then  thou  shalttee  clearly 
to  cast  out  the  mote  of  thy  brother's  eye.9' 

Mr.  B.  then  concluded  his  remarks;  not,  bow- 
ever,  without  frequent  interruptions  on  the  ground 
of  irrelevancy. 

[The  remarks  of  Mr.  B.  are  in  a  course  of  pre- 
paration, and  will  be  given  hereafter.] 

Mr.  DOWNING  of  Florida,  in  a  very  animated 
manner,  defended  his  constituents  from  the  charges 
brought  against  them  by  Mr.  Giddivos,  of  stealing 
negroes  from  the  Indians,  etc'  He,  Mr.  D.  denied 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  substantiated  his 
charge*  by  a  single  proof. 

Alluding  to  the  ground  taken  by  Mr.  Grttnates 
on  the  Abolition  question,  Mr.  D.  observed  that,  if 
the  Whigs  of  the  South  imagined  that  individual 
who  came  by  the  cars  this  morning,  sanctioned 
those  principles,  they  would  hare  said  to  him,  "be- 
gone forever."  He,  Mr.  D.  hoped  it  would  not  be 
understood  by  the  conn  try  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  the  representative,  or  ihe  month  piece  OS 
this  subject  of  that  great  man  (Harrison)  wh# 
came  from  the  same  State.  The  gentleman  ought 
to  recollect  that  there  were  men  of  the  Whig 
party  acting  with  him  on  other  subjects,  who  hi 
this  matter  would  not  touch  him  with  a  pair  of 
tongs. 

Mr.  D.  concluded  by  urging  the  immediate  *£. 
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propriaiion  of  the  sum  required  by  the  amend- 


BAc  SMITH  of  Indiana  then  obtained  the  floor, 
but  gara  way  to  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise. 

On  the  question  being  taken,  no  quorum  voted. 

The  committee  then  ruee,  and  reported  that  fact 
to  the  House. 

A  motion  to  adjown  was  then  made,  and  decided 
in  the  negative — yea»  37,  nays  63. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  then  simolteneously  de- 
manded by  »evcral  members. 

Mr^  SOUTH  of  Maine. renewed  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  which  prevailed.   . 

And  Uie  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 

Wkdhzsday,  February  10, 1841. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  reading  of 
the  jaarnat  wae  dispensed  with.  . 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, announcing  that  the  House  was 
ready  to  receive  the  Senate,  and  to  proceed  to 
eow.nl  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  conformity  with  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  in  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolution  on 


On  motion  by  Mr.  KNIGHT,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, preceded  by  their  Secretary  and  Sergeant  at- 
Ams. 

After  the  voles  bad  been  eonnted,  the  Senators 
returned  to  the  Senate  chamber,  where  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  adopted: 

AcssJsed,  That  a  committee  of  one  member  be 
appointed  bv  the  8enate  to  join  a  committee  of 
two  members  io  be  appointed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  wait  on  William  Hinrt 
of  Ohio,  and  inform  him  that  he  has 
constitutionally  elected  by  the  electors  of  the 
several  8tates  President  of  the  United  States  for 
four  years  from  the  4th  day  of  March,  1841. 

Mr.  PRESTON  was  appointed  on  thj  part  of 
the  Senate. 

jfaatiwl,  That  the '  President  of  the  Senate  do 
eaaee  Josui  Tram  of  Virginia  to  be  notified  that 
he  has  been  duly  elected  Vice  President  of  the 
United  Scales  for  fonr  years  from  the  4ih  of  March, 
184  i. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  coouninicaiion  from  the  War  Department,  fur- 
nishing information  from  the  Colonel  of  Ordnance, 
m  relation  to  the  National  Armories. 

Mr.  LINN,  in  pussuauce  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  te  introduce  a  bill  to  ap- 
point trustees  for  the  investment  of  the  Smithsonian 
ted. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wednesday,  February  10,  1841. 

Mr.  TILL1NGH  AST,  by  leave,  presented  the 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  in 
favor  of  designating  the  same  day  throughout  the 
United  States  for  the  choice  of  electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President;  which  were  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLARK,  by  leave,  presented  a  petition  of 
John  Randall  and  Charles  York,  sureties  of  Silas 
Holmes,  deceased,  late  collector  of  the  customs  in 
fee  nineteenth  collection  district  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  praying  to  be  released  from  all  liabilities  as 
emetics  aforesaid;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  LEET  asked  leave  to  present  and  have  re- 
ferred, the  petitions  of  Benedict  Reynolds  and  Wil- 
Kasn  8tephenson,  of  Washington  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Objection  being  made,  they  could  not  be  received 
according  to  the  roles. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  submitted  the  following,  which 
was  read  for  information: 

Jbsffcwd,  That  at  three  o'clock  to-morrow  the 
debate  npon  the  bill  No.  539,  making  appropriation 
for  the  payment  of  Revolutionary  and  other  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  State*  tor  the  year  1841,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  or  the 
Union,  shall  cease,  and  (hat  the  Committee  shall, 


at  that  time,  proceed  to  vote  upon  said  bill  and 
such  amendments  as  may  be  offered  thereto;  and 
hall  then  report  said  bill,  and  such  amendments  an 
may  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  committee,  to  the 
House. 

Objection  being  made  to  the  reception  of  the  re- 
solution, 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rales,  and  thereupon  Celled  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — yea?  114,  nays  11. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

The  resolution  was  then  modified,  so  as  to  read 
"twelve  o'clock  tomorrow  " 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  and 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BANKS  asked  leave  to  submit  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Po»t  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  mail  route  from  Gordon- 
ville,  Orange  county,  to  Madison  Court  House,  Vir- 
ginia. 

Objection  being  made  to  the  reception  of  tin 
resolution, 

Mr.  BANKS  moved  to  suspend  the  rules;  but 
the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  LEET  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  morn;ng  hour  of  this  day  be 
appropriated  to  the  presentation  and  reception  of 
petitions. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  LEET  moved  a  suspension  of  the  role. 

Mr.  CARR  wished  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution,  but 

The  SPEAKER  informed  him  that  the  resolu- 
tion was  not  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  CARR  raid  it  was  his  intention  to  move 
that  the  call  commence  with  Iowa. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Reports  from  committees  were  then  called  for, 
when 

Mr.  CRARY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Poblic 
Lands,  reported  Senate  bill  with  amendments,  en- 
titled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States  of  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  Tennessee,  to 
-sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  use  of 
schools  in  those  Slates." 

Mr.  PECK  moved  to  refer  the  bill,  with  the 
amendments,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  TURNEY  hoped  that  the  motion  would  not 
prevail,  as  it  would  defeat  the  measure.  He  de- 
tired  that  the  bill  be  now  taken  up  and  passed; 
and  could  see  no  reason  why  it  should  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  here  asked  the  consent  of  the 
House  to  permit  him  to  allude  to  a  matter  personal 
to  bim>elf.  He  wished  to  call  attention  to  an  arti- 
cle in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  this  morning, 
and  said  that  the  character  of  his  constituents  re- 
quired it. 

Mr.  TURNEY  objected,  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  another  subject  before  the  House. 

Mr.  BRIGG3  moved  that  Mr.  Giddikos  have 
leave  to  proceed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  leave  was  granted. 

The  article  referred  to  by  Mr.  Gibdings  was 
then  read,  as  follows: 

"Mr.  Thompson  of  South  Carolina,  would  appeal 
to  the  honorable  member  from  Georgia  to  say  whe- 
ther it  was  prudent  or  proper,  in  this  discussion  of 
a  topic  (however  improperly  dragged  into  this  de- 
bate) upon  which  every  Southern  man  &huuld  only 
feel  as  a  Southern  man,  to  be  provoking  this  fami- 
ly quarrel  between  Southern  Whigs  and  Southern 
Democrats;  and  whether  it  is  just  to  regard  the  very 
obscurest  cf  the  obscure  members  of  the  Whig  party 
as  an  exponent  of  the  feelings  and  opinions  of  that 
party  on  this  subject.  Would  it  not  be  better, 
more  fair,  and  more  just  to  wait  one  short  month 
and  bear  the  distinguished  head  of  that  party  speak 
for  himself?  Mr.  T.  would  pledge  himself  that 
Gen.  Harrison  will  so  speak  and  act  upon  the  s  ab- 


ject of  Abolition  as  to  satisfy  eren  the  member 
from  Georgia,  and  to  seal  forever  his  lips,  except  in 
praise.11 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  that  be  took  the  first  occa- 
(after  the  member  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Thompson]  bad  taken  his  feat,)  to  notice  tht*  sub- 
ject. This  he  would  not  do,  were  the  bearing  of 
that  gentleman1;*  remarks  confined  to  himself  sole- 
ly; but  representing,  as  he  (Mr.  G  )  did,  a  constitu- 
ency as  numerous  and  distinguished  for  their  mo- 
ral excellence  as  those  represented  by  any  other 
member,  he  could  not  pas^  sy  this  matter  in  silence. 
The  words  (said  Mr.  G.)  to  which  I  allude,  are 
printed  in  italics,  and  I  suppose  they  are  intended 
as  a  direct  personal  insult. 

In  reply  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  Alford,  which  was 
not  heard  by  the  Reporter, 

Mr.  G.  said  that  it  was  related  of  a  veteran  mar- 
sh%I,  who  had  grown  old  in  the  serf  ice  of  his 
country,  and  who  had  fonght  a  hundred  battles, 
that  he  happened  to  offend  a  young  and  fiery  offi- 
cer, who  spat  in  his  face  for  the  purpose  of  insult- 
ing him.  The  General,  taking  his  handker- 
chief from  his  pocket,  and  wiping  his  face, 
remarked:  "If  I  could  wash  your  blood  frtnt 
my  soul  as  easily  as  I  can  this  spittle  frc  m  my 
face,  you  should  not  live  another  day.19 

I  will  (remarked  Mr.  G.)  say  to  the  member 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Thompson]  that  I  claim 
no  station  superior  to  the  most  humble,  nor  infe- 
rior to  the  most  exalted.  In  representing  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  views  of  my  people,  and  what  I 
deem  their  interests,  and  the  interests  of  the  North, 
I  made  the  remarks  I  d.d;  and,  in  answer 
to  which,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
Coopna]  made  allusim  to  my  district,  and* 
the  voie  given  at  the  late  Prtsidf  ntial  election.  In 
reply  to  this,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
t  ok  it  upon  himself  publicly  to  ass  gn  me  a  sta* 
tion,  *  the  very  obscurest  of  the  cbscure  members  pftke 
Whig  party  "  I  say  to  the  member,  that  at  the 
Nonh  we  have  a  different  mode  of  punishing  in* 
suits  from  what  exists  at  the  South.  With  us,  the 
man  who  wantonly,  assails  another,  is  punished 
by  public  sentiment.  To  that  sentiment  I  appeal. 
It  will  do  justice  both  to  the  member  and  myself. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  that  if  the  member  from 
Ohio  bad  understood  him  as  reflecting  upon  his 
constituents,  he  (Mr.  T.)  was  very  sure  ho  other 
member  had.  Mr.  T.  6a t  for  hours  listening  to  the 
coarse  insul'S  of  the  member  from  Ohio  upon  the 
whole  Sonth.  He  would  not  say  that  he  had 
writhed  under  those  insulU;  on  the  contrary,  they 
had  produced  no  such  effect;  and,  if  he  had  been 
in  the  place  of  the  member  from  »  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Coopeb,]  he  should  have  treated  the 
remarks  of  the  member  from  Ohio  with  a 
sovereign,  profound,  and  silent  contempt.  He 
had  Been  the  almost  universal  disapprobation 
of  the  course  of  that  member  amongst  the 
new  members  from  the  non-sl&veholding  States 
— a  disapprobation  almost  as  general  and  as  s  rong 
as  that  of  the  members  from  the  South.  As  to  the 
estimation  in  when  be  (Mr.  T.)  held  that  member, 
this  was  a  matter  of  taste;  and  Mr.  T.  believed 
that  if  an  issue  on  the  whole  subject  were  presented 
to  the  House,  the  opinion  *hich  he  had  expressed 
would  be  sustained. 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia  said  he  only  wanted 
to  disclaim  one  thing  on  a  point  on  which  Mr. 
Thompsons  were  predicated  concerning  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio;  and  that  is,  said  Mr.  C.  that  I 
never  did,  in  word,  deed,  or  thought,  charge  upon 
the  Whigs,  as  a  party,  that  which  the  gentleman 
says  I  did. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VtCE  PRE- 
SIDENT OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

This  being  the  day  specially  set  apart  by  a  joint 
resolution  for  the  two  Houses  to  convene  in  joint 
meeting  at  twelve  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  open- 
ing  and  counting  the  electoral  votes  given  by  the 
several  States  for  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  hoar  of  19  o'clock  having 
arrived, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  inform  the  8enate  that 
the  House  is  now  ready  to  receive  the  Senate,  and 
to  proceed  in  opening  the  certificate?,  and  in  count* 
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ing  the  votes,  of  ibe  Electors  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States. 
The  Clerk  hare  delivered  the  said  message, 
The  Senate  attended  in  the  Hall  of  the  House; 
the  President  of  the  Senate  was  invited  to  a  teat  pro- 
vided for  him  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker,  which 
he  occupied;  aod  the  Senator*  havfng  taken  the 
seats  set  apart  for  their  accommodation, 

The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
presence  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  proceeded 
to  open  the  certificates  of  the  Electotsof  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Stater,  beginning 
with  those  of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  ending  with 
the  State  of  Michigan;  and  the  tellers,  Mr.  Pres- 
ton on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  Cushikg 
and  Mr.  John  W.  Jokis  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
baring  read,  counted,  and  registered  the  same, 
making  duplicate  lists  thereof,  and  the  lists  being 
compared,  they  were  delivered  to  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  are  as  follows: 

STJITEM&NT  of  Iks  votes  fsr  President  and  Vict 
President  of  the  United  Stales  for  Jour  yean  from 
4tk  March,  1841. 


1 

For  President. 

Vice  President. 

J 

m 

V 

♦ 

1 

3 

ftete, 

is 

•si 

i 

8 

a 

r 

2 

■go 
S 

2. 

S 

X 

i 

s 

-* 

OS 

J 

* 
•^ 

10 

Maine, 

New  Hampshire, 

10 

_ 

10 

7 

7 

7 

14 

Massachusetts, 

14 

- 

14 

4 

Rhode  Island, 

4 

4 

« 

Connecticut, 

8 

- 

8 

7 

Vermont, 

7 

- 

7 

42 

New  York,  * 

42 

_ 

42 

8 

New  Jersey, 

8 

_ 

8 

3TJ 

Pennsylvania, 

30 

_ 

30 

3 

Delaware, 

3 

-_ 

3 

10 

Maryland, 

10 

_ 

10 

23 

Virginia, 

- 

23 

- 

22 

_ 

1 

15 

North  Carolina, 

ID 

_ 

15 

11 

South  Carolina, 

- 

11 

- 

_ 

II 

11 

Georgia, 

11 

11 

16 

Kentucky, 

16 

_ 

15 

15 

Tennessee* 

15 

- 

15 

21 

Ohio, 

21 

- 

21 

A 

Louisiana, 

5 

_ 

5 

4 

Mississippi, 

4 

_ 

4 

9 

Indiana, 

9 

- 

9 

6 

Illinois, 

- 

5 

- 

5 

7 

Alabama, 

- 

7 

_ 

7 

4 

Missouri, 

- 

4 

_ 

4 

a 

Aikanea*, 

_ 

3 

_ 

3 

3 

Michigan, 

Whole  No.  of  votes 

3 

- 

3 

2W 

234 

60 

234 

48 

11 

1 
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Majoriiy. 

BECAPrTULATIOM. 
For  President. 
William  Hbnbt  Habaison,  of  Ohio  • 
Martim  Vam  Buren,  of  New  York    • 


For  Vice  President. 
John  Tylxr,  of  Virginia     - 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky    • 
Littleton  W.  Tazkwbll,  of  Virginia 
James  K.  Polk,  of  Tennessee    • 


•  234 

-      60 

~294 

•  234 
.      48 

11 
1 


294 

The  PRESIDENT  of  ihe  Senate  then  announced 
-the  state  of  the  vote  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
in  joint  meeting  assembled,  and  declared  ihat  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison  of  Ohio,  having  a  maj<  rity  of 
the  whole  number  of  electoral  votes,  is  duly  elected 
President  of  the  United  States  for  four  years,  com- 
mencing with  the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  1841; 
aud  that  John  Tyier  of  Virginia,  having  a  majoriiy 
of  the  whole  number  of  electoral  votes,  is  duly 
elec»ed  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  for  four 
jean,  commencing  with  ihe  fourth  day  of  March 
next,  1841. 

The  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
was  then  dissolved,  and  the  Senate  returned;  to  its 
chamber. 

Mr.  CUSH1NG,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode  fr-r  ascer- 
taing  the  voles  for  President  and  Vice  President  of 
ihe  United  States,  and  of  certifying  the  persons 
elected  of  their  election,  presenting  the  following 
in  continuation  of  their  report: 


Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  member  of  the 
Senate,    to   be    appointed  by  that  body  to  join 
a  committee  of  two  members   of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  be  appointed  by  that  House, 
to    wait     on   William     Henry    Harrison     of 
Ohio,  and  to  notify  him  that  he  has  been  duly 
elected  President  of  the  United  States    for  four 
years,  commencing  with  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1841. 
The  resolution  was  then  adopted  ncm  eon. 
The  House  then  adjourned  until  11  o'clock  to 
morrow  morning. 


IN  SENATE. 

Trob&pay,  February  11, 1841. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  of  a 
number  of  the  citizens  of  Lancaster  county,  Pa. 
praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route ;  which 
was  ref.  rred  to  the  Committee  on  ihe  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  presented  ihe  memorial,  of  the 
New  Orleans  and  Na>hville  Rail  re  ad  Company, 
praying  an  extension  of  time  for  the  payment 
of  duties  on  railroad  iron;  which  vas  re! erred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  ths  memorial  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Illinois,  of  the  Red  river  Railroad 
Company,  and«ef  the  New  Oi leans  and  Nashville 
Railroad  Company,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  for 
relief  certain  railroad  companies  therein  named, 
by  including  the  above  named  companies  within  its 
provisions;  which  wag  a&reed  to;  and  the  bill,  as 
amended,  was  ordered  to  be  primed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  of  215 
citizens  of  Ohio,  praying  for  the  recognition  c{  the 
independence  of  Haytr,  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr,  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  rn  Fi- 
nance, to  which  was  referred  the  House  bill,  au- 
thorizing the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment,and  gave  notice,  in  com- 
pliance wiih  the  instructions  of  the  committee,  that 
he  would  to-morrow,  at  one  o'cLck,  ask  the  Senate 
to  take  it  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Lot  Strick- 
lin,  and  the  petition  of  Thomas  du  an  trill,  a'ked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof;  which  was  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  petition  of  214  citi- 
zens of  Ohio,  praying  that  (he  seat  of  the  General 
Government  may  be  removed  from  Washington  to 
Cincinnati.  Mr.  T.  »aid  as  there  was  not  time  to  act 
upon  this  6jibj  ct  at  the  pre>ent  session,  he  wou!d 
move  to  lay  it  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROANE,  it  was  ordcrei, 
that  Nicholas  Pool  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  pe- 
tition and  papers. 

Mr.  STURGEON,  from  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Claim?,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Frederick  Seigle;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
owners  of  the  Bri'ish  brig  Despatch,  made  an  ad- 
verse report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  resolution  submitted  some  days  since  by 
Mr.  Limn,  in  relation  to  repeating  fire  arms,  was 
agreed  to. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Pennell  and  others, 
owners  of  the  Eliza  of  Brunswick; 

The  bill  for  the  Mief  of  the  Steamboat  Company 
of  Nantucket; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caspar  W.  Weaver; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  companies  of 
Missouri  volunteer*;  and 

The  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  en- 
able the  claimants  to  land  within  the  limits  of  Mis- 
souri and  Territory  <  f  Arkansas  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings to  try  the  validity  of  their-  claims,"  ap- 
proved the  26'h  of  May,  1824,  and  an  act  amend- 
ing the  same,  and  extending  the  provisions  of  said 
ac's  to  claimants  to  land  within  the  Slates  of  Lou- 
isiana and  Mississippi; 
were  severally  read  a  third  tim",  and  passed. 

Mr.  WALL,  from  the  Commjitee  on  the  Judicia- 


ry, to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a 
bil  for  ascertaining  and  settling  the  Southern  boun- 
dary line  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa;  which,  after 
some  remark*  by  Messrs.  LINN,  SMITH  of  Indi- 
ana, ANDERSON,  and  WALL,  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  pave  notice  that  ha  would 
to-m<  rroar  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  hill  to  prevent 
the  interference  of  certain  Federal  officers  in  elec- 
tions. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  De  Forest  Mantce; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  citi* 
zens  of  Oneida  county,  remonstrating  agamst  the 
passage  of  any  bankrupt  law  which  may  be  retro- 
active in  its  operations;  which  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  G-orgetown,  and  of  that  portion  of  the 
county  of  Washington  west  of  Rock  Creek,  asking 
f  >r  a  retrocession  of  ►hat  part  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  the  State  of  Maryland;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  William  Hknry  HarbJsoh,  of 
Ohio,  and  inform  him  that  be  has  been  constitu- 
tionally elected  by  the  electors  of  the  several  Stales 
President  of  the  United  8tates  for  four  years  from 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1841,  reported  that  they  had 
performed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  that  Gen. 
Harbison  said  in  reply, 

"That  he  receives  this  manifestation  of  the  confi- 
dence of  his  countrymen  with  profound  gratitude, 
and  that  he  will  earnestly  devote  himself  to  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  it  impo&es,  so  a%  according 
to  his  be.*t  abilities,  to  promote  the  honor  and  wel- 
fare of  the  country." 

Mr.  PRENTISS  submitted  the  following  refla- 
tion for  consideration:  i 

Resolved,  That  the  aet  entitled  "An  act  grantirg 
half  pay  and  pensions  to  eenajn  widows,  approved 
July  7, 1838,"  ought  not  to  be  construed  to  deprive 
any  widow  of  its  benefits,  in  consequence  of  her 
having  married  after  the  decease  of  the  hatband 
for  whose  service,  she  may  claim  to  be  allowed  a 
pension  or  annuity  under  said  act,  provided  she 
was  a  widow  at  the  lime  the  same  was  passed;  and 
ihat  the  Committee  on  Pensione  be  instructed  to  re- 
poit  a  bill  to  that  effect. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  taken  op,  con- 
sidered as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading: 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  granting  letters  testa- 
mentary and  of  administration  to  aliens  in  the'  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sebastian  Butcher,  and 
the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Bartholomew 
Butcher,  Michael  Butcher,  and  Peter  Bloom. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  patent  fo  be  issued  to  Jo- 
seph Campau  for  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  the 
8tate  of  Michigan. 

The  bill  confirming  to  Joseph  Kennedy,  assignee 
of  Cornelius  McCurtin,  his  title  to  an  island  in  the 
Tensaw  river,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

The  bill  for  tht  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  De 
Lusser,  and  their  legal  representatives. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Adam  D.  Steuart. 

The  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  and  lev 
gal  representatives  of  Pierre  Dolet,  deceased,  to  a 
tract  of  land  in  Louisiana. 

THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 
The  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  State?,  being 
tak^n  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole- 
Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  said  he  wished  t# 
say  a  few  words  on  the  bill  generally,  and  there- 
fore he  should  be  glad  if  the  Senator  from  Ar- 
kansas [Mr.  Sevier]  would  withdraw  his  motion, 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table* 

Mr.  BENTON  said  be  toe  wished  to  cay  son 
thing  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  SEVIER  consented  to  withdraw  his 
tion. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  proceeded  to  speak 
in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Calhoun  ]   He  denied  that  the  bankrupt  law  conkl 
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&mtw—d  fr*m  W:  10. 
to  made  to  extend  to  the  New  England  corporate 
bodies,  to  which  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
iaa    had     alluded,    whose     constitution     and 
he    explained    and    elucidated.     Toey 
public    corporations,    acting    as     public 
functionaries    for  the    carrying    oat  of  the  de- 
signs of  the  Government,  come  of  them  with  li- 
mited legislative   authority,   and  therefore  they 
eould  neither  be  tared  no*  made  subject  to  a  bank- 
rupt law.    Again,  he  denied  the  existence  of  the 
distinction  which  had  been  attempted  to  be  drawn 
between  the  banks  which  were  State  property  and 
the  banks  which  were  individual  property.    The 
court  had  decided  that  if  a  State  mingled  with  indi- 
viduals and  participated  with  them  in  the  ordinary 
business  of  individuals,  it  war,  in  effect,  a  dispen- 
sation with  its  public  character,  and  the  assump- 
tion of  that  of  an  individual.    To  form  a  currency 
tas  sb  attribute  of  sovereignty;  and  would  any 
one  say  that  because  these  banks  were  Slate  pro- 
perty, they   were  of  a  governmental  character? 
The  creation  of  a  currency  this  Government  had 
takes   to  itself;  the  States  had  .surrendered  the 
power,  and  the  States  cannot  exercise  tbat  power 
if  they  would.    But  if  they  could,  such  power 
would  be  political  in  its   nature,   and   its   exer- 
eise    would     require    a    political     organization 
by  authority  of  the   people.    The  true  charac- 
ter of  banks  bad    been   lost   sight   of  in  this 
argument;  if  it  had  been  borne  in  mind,  no  gentle- 
man would  ray  that  they  ought  to  be  excluded  from 
the  operation  of  this  bil!,  for  they  were  neither  of  a 
public  nor  of  a  civil  and  municipal  character.    If 
banks  could  be  excladcd  on  the  ground  of  their 
public  character,  for  the  same  reason  might  some 
incorporated  mercantile  firms  be  excluded,  as  might 
also  other  classes  of  corporated  persons,  whose  bu- 
siness required  legislative  regulation.    There  were 
turnpike  road>,  and  ferries,  and  markets,  and  grist 
mills,  and  various  others,  that  were  regulated  by  le- 
gislative authority,  because  they  'were  connected 
witt  the  public  interest;  they  were  as  much  under 
legislative  control  at  banks;  and  could  any  one 
amy  because  they  were  regulated  and  controlled  by 
legislative  authority  for  the  public  interest,  they 
were  excluded  from  the  operation  of  a  bankrupt 
mw  of  a  public  character.    He  again  dissented 
from  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  who  said 
mete  banks  could  not  be  included  in  the  operation 
of   a  bankrupt  law,  inasmuch   as    they   were 
not  traders;  and  he  contended  that  they,  as  traders 
hi  commercial  paper,  were  as  much  within  the  obli- 
gations of  the  law  as  any  other  class  of  traders. 
But  he  objected  to  this  bill  as  inexpedient,  and  as 
objectionable  in  its  character.    It  was,  in  fact,  an 
easiest  facto  law.     He  was  aware  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  had  decided  that  a  pro- 
hibited «x  peat  facto  law  was  in  its  character  of  a 
criminal  law  only;  but  be  (Mr.  Smith)  contend- 
ed tbat  it  was  equally1  unconstitutional  in  respect  to 
civil  as  to  criminal  transactions;  and  what  was  this 
bankrupt  bill  but  an  ex  pott  facte  law,  intended  to 
operate  on  past  mercantile   and   trading  trans- 
actions,   and    on    contracts    under  which   pro- 
perty    was     parted    with,    without    reference 
to  such    an    enactment,    which    would    be    as 
unjust   as   to  charge,   by  legislative  enactment, 
Aerate  of  interest  on  leans  nude  antecedently? 
atew  such  a  law  should  only  operate,  as  in  ohan- 
r  practice,  on  contracts  made  and  unfulfilled,  for 
reason  that  the  contract  was  defective,  and 
I  not  be  carried  out^    But  he  thought  such  a 
objectionable  also,  as  it  would  place  the 
;  trader  at  the  mercy  of  the  dishonest;  as  it 
would  put  the  goods  of  the  prudent  and  industrious 
"    r  in  the  bands  of  the  improvident  and  ex- 
it, who  would  thereby  be  encouraged  to 
>debt;  and  for  these  and  other  various  rea- 
sons which  he  gave,  ho  objected  to  the  passage  of 
■tsbtlL 

At  the  close  of  his  remarks,  the  Senate  went  into 
Executive  session. 
And  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Thursdat,  February  11, 1841. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read,  Mr.  Stanly 
was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  on 
Expenditures  on  the  Public  Buildings. 

ft  appeared  by  the  reading  of  the  Journal  this 
morning,  that  Mr.  Gushing  and  Mr.  Wise  were  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  this  House  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  General  William  Hknrt  Harri- 
son and  notify  him  of  his  election  as  President  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Preston  is  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  by  leave,  presented  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  in  relation  to 
the  late  New  Jersey  contested  election  case;  which 
were  laid  opon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRIQGS  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  ef  the 
Union,  and  resume  the  consideration  of  the  Pen- 
sion bill. 

The  8PEAKER  said  there  were  two  conflicting 
orders  before  the  House,  viz:  the  steamboat  bills, 
and  the  resolution  adopted  yesterday,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Andrews,  that,  at  twelve  o'clock  to-day,  the 
debtte  on  the  Pension  bill  shall  cease,  and  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  shall,  at  that  time,  pro- 
ceed to  vote  upon  said  bill,  and  such  amendments 
a*  may  be  offered  thereto;  and  shall  then  report 
said  bill,  and  such  amendments  as  may  have  been 
agreed  to  by  the  committee,  to  the  House.  The 
SPEAKER  said  that  the  only  way  to  dispose  of 
these  orders  would  be  by  devoting  the  morning  hour 
to  the  consideration  of  the  steamboat  bills. 

Mr.  BRIQGS  moved  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  the  steamboat  bills  until  to-morrow,  at  12 
o'clock. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  would  prefer  Monday  next. 

Mr.  MORGAN  suggested  Tuesday,  the  16ih 
inst.  Monday  being  petition  day. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  the  consideration  of  the  steamboat  bills  was 
posiponed  until  Tuesday  next.' 

PENSION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BRIQGS,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Cuffobd  in  the 
Chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  Revola- 
tionary  ani  other  pensioners  of  the  United  Sates 
for  the  year  1841.  The  question  pending  was  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  offered  by  Mr.  Thompson 
of  South  Carolina,  to  appropriate  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  benefit  of  such 
of  the  Seminole  chiefs  and  warriors  as  may  surren- 
der for  emigration. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  being  entitled  to  the 
floor,  observed,  that  in  the  few  remarks  he  had  to 
make,  he  should  not  go  out  of  his  way  to  travel 
over  the  ground  occupied  by  many  other  gentle- 
men. Neither  would  he  make  any  attack  upon 
the  member  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddings.]  He 
would  endeavor  to  confine  himself  to  the  business 
before  the  committee. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Thomp 
son]  to  the  pension  bill.*  He,  Mr.S.  regretted  that 
the  passage  of  that  bill  should  be  delayed  a  i  ingle 
moment,  as  it  was  due  to  the  country  that  it  should 
pass  immediately.  But,  inasmuch  as  the  amend- 
ment had  been  introduced,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to 
say  a  few  words  in  opposition  to  it. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to 
say  that  he  believed  the  Florida  war  originated  on 
.  justifiable  grounds,  but  whether  that  war  had  been 
prosecuted  so  vigorously  as  it  ought  to  have  been, 
he  would  not  then  pretend  to  discuss*  He  had  un- 
derstood that  it  had  been  the  object  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  bring  the  war  to  a  close  in  a  way  honora- 
ble to  a  warlike  power.  But  now,  in  the  last 
days  of  the  present  Administration,  a  proposition 
Is  made  by  one  of  the  opposite  party  to  buy  out 
those  Indians,    He,  Mr.  S.  believed  it  the  duty  of 


the  Government  to  bring  these  Indians  to  an  un- 
conditional submission,  and  not  to  bring  the  war  to 
a  close  by  giving  them  money, ammunition,  Ac.  He 
did  not  think  this  couse  proper  for  ending  the  war, 
and  more  especially  as  all  the  oblcquy  would  be 
thrown  upon  the  present  Administration. 

Mr.  8.  then  alluded  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  W. 
Thompson  in  introducing  the  amendment,  and  re- 
minded tbat  gentleman  that,  in  the  coming  Adminis- 
tration, they  would  have  a  hero — a  war  king—at 
the  head  of  it,  under  whose  direction,  if  report  was 
true,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  bringing  these 
Indians  to  unconditional  submission. 

Mr.  S.  after  expressing  at  some  length  hisoptnjou 
that  there  was  no  danger  of  a  war  with  Great 
Britain,  as  anticipated  by  the  member  from  South 
Carolina,  went  on  to  say  tbat  he  wanted  the  war  in 
Florida  ended,  bat  ended  in  an  honorable  way. 
Rather  than  it  rhould  be  terminated  in  any  other 
way,  he  was  willing  to  entail  it  upon  the  coming 
Administration,  and  if  they  chose  to  fight  it  oat, 
then  let  them  have  all  the  glory.  But  if  they  should 
think  proper  to  6uy  the  Indians  out,  then  let  them 
have  all  the  infamy. 

But  if  the  Indians  were  already  "coming  in"  so 
fast,  where  was  the  necessity  for  buying  them  out. 

After  some  remarks  in  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr. 
PaoFpiT  on  a  former  day,  Mr.  S.  concluded  by  sub- 
mitting the  following  amendment: 

"Provided,  That  money  hereby  appropriated  shall 
be  charged  and  considered  as  advanced  payment 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  the  Simwioitt 
under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  held  at  Payne's 
Landing  on  the  9th  day  of  May,  1832." 

Mr.  BRIQGS  was  surprised  at  the  course  taken 
by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  The  proposition 
for  thus  ending  the  war  came  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  himself,  and  H  fell  upon  his  (Mr.  B's)  ears 
with  full  satisfaction. 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  the  CHAIR 
announced  that  the  discussion,  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  adopted  yesterday,  must  terminate. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  sending  to  the  Clerk's  table 
the  following  letters,  which  were  read  for  informa- 
tion: / 

*Head  Quarters  Army  op  the  South, 
"Tampa,  January  26, 1841. 

"Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
now  within  the  chain  of  sentinels  at  this  pest  150 
Indians.  Ten  of  that  number  are  of  the  Mickasu- 
kiee,  and  the  balance  of  the  Tallahassee  tribe. 
This  I  view  in  a  favorable  light,  as  their  principal 
chief,  Esho-Bmathla  is  with  them,  and  they  have 
stated  that  their  object  in  coming  in  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  emigrating.  Runners  of  the  Mickavukie 
tribe  have  been  sent  out  from  Forts  Clinch  and  No. 
4,  who  have  reported  that  they  eould  bring  in  fifty 
or  sixty  of  iheir  band.  They  are  daily  expected 
here. 

''Should  this  result  prove  favorable,  it  will  be  a 
leading  feature  in  terminating  this  war,  particular- 
ly as  it  is  combined  with  the  arrival  yesterday  of  a 
party  of  Seminoies,  from  Pease  creek,  under  charge 
of  my  Aid-de-Camp,  Lieutenant  L.  A.  Armistead, 
6th  infantry. 

"It  is  much  to  be  feared  that  it  will  take  some 
time  befoi e  any  others  in  that  portion  of  the  coun- 
try wilt  be  induced  to  come  in,  notwithstanding 
every  exertion  on  ay  part  has  been  made  to  induce 
them  to  do  so;  but  1  shall  still  continue  to  negotiate 
with  hopes  of  success. 

'  So  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Tallahassees,  appear- 
ances are  favorable,  provided  no  disappointment 
occurs  from  the  promises  and  stipulations  which 
I  have  make  them,  and  which  I  trust  will  be  com- 
plied with  on  the  part  of  the  Government.  These 
stipulations  were  detailed  in  my  communication  to 
the  Department  on  the  16th  inst.  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that,  had  money  been  furnished  me  at  an 
early  period,  this  war  would  have  been  termi- 
nated, as  these  people  have  but  little  faith  in  pro- 
mises. 

MI  have  just  concluded  a  talk  with  Echo-Emathla, 
thspbiefof  the  Tallahassees,  who  save  that  the 
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remainder 'of  his  people  will  be  in  in  two  or  three 
weeks— many  of  them  are  in  Middle  Florida*  He 
has  sent  runners  out  to  them  with  a  talk,  which 
will,  no  doubt, induce  them  to  meet  him  at  this  post 
in  twenty  days. 

"I  have  despatched  in  a  steamboat  my  Assistant 
Adjutant  General  to  Key  Biscay ne  to  conduct  to 
his  post  the  thirty- two  Indians  captured  by  Lieu- 
tenant  Colonel  Harney  in  the  Everglades.  On 
their  arrival  I  shall  ship  them  with  those  now  here, 
making  in  the  whole  160,  for  their  new  homes  in 
Arkansas,  on  the  15th  proximo. 

"Enclosed  I  transmit  reports  from  Lt  Col. 
Clarke  and  Lt.  Col.  Loomis. 

"I  am,  sir,  (fee. 

"W.  K.  ARMISTEAD, 
"Brigadier  Gen.  Com.  Army  in  Florida. 
"Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  Secretary  of  War. 

"Endorsed.— Respectfully  transmitted  to  the  Hon. 
Waddy  Thompson,  jr.  for  his  information,  and 
that  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  by  bis 
obedient  servant,  J.  R.  POINSETT." 

'•War  Department,  Feb.  10, 1841. 

"At  Fort  Brooke,  Tampa  Bay,  there  are  now  in 
30  Indians.  At  Fort  Clinch,  on  the  Withlacoochee, 
Ecbo-Emathla  has  come  in  with  41  Tallahassee 
Indianp,  and  at  Fort  AnnotaUga  Tiger  Tail  with 
33.  Colonel  Clark's  command,  which  left  Tampa 
a  short  time  since  for  the  Withlacoochee  to  escort 
in  a  party  of  Indians,  is  expected  to  return  to  Tampa 
on  the  20th  of  January.  Col.  Clarke  has  with  him 
32  Indians,  mostly  Tallahassees,and  several  Micka- 
sukies. 

"The  steamer  T.  Salmon  left  Tampa  on  the  19th 
instant  for  Key  Biscayne  for  30  Indians,  (Spanish 
Indians,)  the  women  and  children  of  the  party 
captured  by  Col.  Harnty  a  short  time  since. 

"At  Fort  Amistead,  eleven  Indians  are  in.  At 
Pease's  Creek  several  families  are  expected  to 
meet  a  conveyance  sent  there  to  convey  them  to 
Tampa.  Eorty  Indians  have  come  in  at  Fort 
King,  and  4  at  No.  4  near  Cedar  Keys,  and  19 
more  have  since  gone  in  to  Fort  Clinch. 

"In  all  there  are  now  at  the  different  posts  240 
Indians  to  be  brought  together  at  Tampa  Bay  as 
soon  as  practicable,  under  sufficient  escorts  for 
emigration  to  Arkansas  in  the  early  part  of  Febru- 
ary. Of  the  60  Indians  at  Fort  Clinch,  40  are  war- 
riors, and  of  the  whole  240,  probably  80  or  90  are 
warrior?. 

"By  letters  from  Cedar  Keys,  it  appears  72  In- 
dians have  gone  in  recently  to  Fort  King.  Rumor 
says  Col.  Reily  came  on  with  a  party  of  40  or  50, 
who  have  passes,  and  they  went  into  Fort  King 
with  him.  By  good  information  I  have  heard  Col. 
Harney  has  a  second  time  captured  12  Indians. 

'By  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  Hernandez  a 
member  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida,  it 
appears  that  Col.  Harney  has  fallen  in  with  the  In- 
dians a  third  time,  and  hat  captured  115. 

"If  these  rumors  are  troe,  and  they  are  at  least 
extremely  probable,  there  are  nearly  500  Indians 
who  have  surrendered,  and  are  ready  for  emigpe- 
tion.  More  Indians  have  been  killed  b/  the  ora- 
rations  in  Florida  during  the  past  eight  months 
than  for  two  years  before. 

charles  Mccormick,  - 

"Asst.  Surg.  U.  8.  Army." 

The  question  then  being  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Smith  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

Mr.  GRAHAM  of  North  Carolina  wished  to 
submit  the  following  as  a  further  amendment: 

"Sac.  2.  Be  U  further  enacted,  That  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appro- 
priated, to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  cf  War,  for  the  removal,  subsistence, 
and  benefit  of  such  of  the  Seminole  Indian  chiefs 
and  warriors  as  may  surrender  for  emigration. 

"Stc.  3.  Be  Ufurther  enacted,  That  no  rifles,  or 
arms  of  any  kind,  shall  be  delivered  to  said  Indians 
until  they  reach  the  western  bank  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river." 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  modified  his  amendment 
so  as  to  include  the  above. 

The  qoestion  then  being  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Smith,  it  was  put  and  decided  in  the  negative 

The  question  then  being  on  the  amendment  of 
'  Mr.  Thompson,  as  modified,  it  was  agreed  to. 

/tfier  the  rejection  of  two  proposed  amendments 


by  Messrs.  Crabb  and  Cays  Johnson,  as  not  in 
order, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  bill  as  amended  to  the 
House. 

And  the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
mem, 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  rose  to  inquire  of  the  Chair 
whether  the  amendment  reported  was  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  for  him  to  decide 
as  to  the  competency  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  as  to  their  amendments.  Tne  House  could 
however  vote  such  amendments  down,  if  it  thought 
proper. 

Mr.  WARREN,  after  some  introductory  re- 
marks, expressed  himself  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment, and  said  that,  in  bis  opinion,  $100,000  only 
was  necessary  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  and  secure 
the  peace  of  the  people.  He  could  not  see  bow 
the  honor  and  dignity  of 'the  nation  could,  in  the 
least  degree,  be  compromitted  by  appropriating  the 
money  for  the  purpose  specified.  Mr.  W.  having 
concluded  his  remarks, 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  ordered;  and, 

The  question  now  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment, 

Mr.  DROM600LE  thereupon  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  were — 
yeas  158,  nays  14,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Jodson  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Baker,  Barnard,  Beatty,  BlackweU,  Bond, 
Boyd,  Brewster,  Brings,  Brockway,  Albert  Q. 
Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  Bynum,  Cal- 
houn, John  Campbell,  William  Q,  Campbell,  Carr, 
Carroll,  Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chinn,  Chit- 
tenden, Clark,  Clifford,  Connor,  W.  R.  Cooper, 
Crabb,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cashing,  John  Davis, 
Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dellet, 
Doe,  Doip,  Earl,  Eastman,  Edwards,  Ely,  Evans, 
Everett,  Fillmore,  Fine,  Fisher,  Galbraith,  Gates, 
Gentry,  Goode,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves,  Green, 
Griffin,  Grinnell,  Habersham,  Hall,  John  Hast' 
ngs,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hill  of  North  Carolina, 
Hillen,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Hunt,  Jackson,  James, 
Jameson  Charles  Johnston,  William  Cost  John- 
son, Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kemp&hall,  Kille,  King, 
Lane,  Leadbejter,  Lewi*,  Lincoln,  Lucas,  Mc- 
Carty,  McClure,  McCulloeb,  McKay,  Meredith 
Mallory,  Francis  Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson  Ma- 
son, Medill,  Miller,  Monroe,  Morgan  Morrow, 
Newhard,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Palen,  Parmenter, 
Paynter,  Peck,  Pope,  ProftV,  Randall,  Rariden, 
Reed,  Rhett,  Ridgway,  Edward  Roger*,  Russell, 
Simuels,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Simonton,  Slade, 
Albert  Smith,  Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Stuart, 
Sumter,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Philip 
F.  Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thomson, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Trtp- 
lett,  Underwood,  Vroom,  Wegener,  Wagner, 
Warren,  Watterson,  Weller,  Wick,  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams, T.  W.  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams, Wimhrop, 
Wise,  and  Worthington— 158. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Black,  William  O.  Butler, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Crary,  Cross,  Dromgoole,  Dun- 
can, Fornance,  Moore,  Petrikin,  Reynold.*,  Rive*, 
Thomas  Smith,  and  Turney— 14. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and  was  read  by  t,he  Clerk,  as  fol- 
lows: 
A  BILL  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of 

Revolutionary  and  other  pensions  of  the  United 

States,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
one,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  at- 
sembled,  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby  appropriated,  in  addition  to  former  ap- 
propriations, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  pen- 
sioners of  the  United,  States,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  forty-one; 

For  the  Revolutionary  pensions  under  the  act  of 
the  eighteenth  of  March, one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighteen,  three  hundred  and  fourteen  thou- 
sand dollars; 


For  the  payment  of  invalid  pensions,  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  thousand  dollars; 

For  pensions,  to  widows  and  orphans  under 
the  act  of  the  fourth  , of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  four  hundred  and 
forty-eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty  one 
dollars; 

For  five  years*  pensions  to  widows  under  (he 
act  of  the  seventh  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-tight,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  fourteen  dol- 
lars 

For  half  pay  pensions,  payable  through  the  of- 
fices of  the  Second  and  Third  Auditors,  five  thou- 
sand dollars; 

For  arrearages,  payable  through  the  Second  Ao* 
ditor's  office,  six  hundred  dollars; 

For  arrearages,  payable  through  the  Third  Au- 
ditor's office,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec  2.  Be  it  farther  enacted,  That  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  it  hereby 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  removal,  subsist- 
ence, and  benefit  of  such  of  the  Seminole  In- 
dian chiefs  and  warriors  as  may  surrender  for  emi- 
gration. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  rifles,  or 
arms  of  any  kind,  shall  be  delivered  to  said  In- 
dians until  they  reach  the  western  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  river. 

The  questoa  now  being  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill, 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  the  previous  question} 
which  was  ordered. 

And  on  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 
CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION 
BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Bill  in  the  chair,)  and 
took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government 
for  the  year  1841. 

Some  explanations  took  place  between  Messrs 
CRABB  and  JONES,  of  Virginia,  in  relation  to 
the  item  appropriating  $35,000  "for  stationery,  fuel, 
printing,  and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Senate;"  after  which, 

Mr.  LINCOLN  called  upon  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  Jons)  to 
produce  any  estimates,  if  he  bad  any,  in  relation  lo 
the  following  item: 

"For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
$25,000." 

Mr.  JONES  replied  that  he  had  no  estimates  be- 
yond those  which  had  been  furnished  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  STANLY  was  understood  to  inquire  whe- 
ther the  stationery  for  which  money  was  now  to  be 
appropriated  had  been  purchased. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  called  for  the  estimates  refer- 
red to. 

Mr.  JONES  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  a  statement 
from  the  Clerk,  containing  the  estimates  referred  to, 
amongst  which  was  the  item  of  $10,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  stationery  for  the  next  Congress. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  then  moved  to  reduce  the  above 
sum  of  1*5,000  to  $  15,000— i.  e.  striking  out  the 
$10,000  for  stationery  for  the  next  Congress. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  after  stating  that  the  House 
would  bear  htm  witness  that  he  bad  not  yielded  to 
that  senseless  cry  of  economy  which  denied  such 
just  appropriations  as  might  be  required  to  carry 
on  the  various  branches  of  the  public  business,  pro* 
ceeded  to  comment  upon  the  abuses  which  had  crept 
into  this  system  of  contingent  expenditures.  He  be- 
lieved that  all  those  abuses  which  had  crept  into 
the  administration  of  the  public  trusts  of  the  coun- 
try had  their  source  in  abuses  under  the  head  of 
contingencies. 

As  one  instance  of  the  mode  in  which  the  money 
of  the  contingent  fund  had  been  expended,  Mr.  L. 
alluded  to  a  request  made  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  to  print  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  on 
Public  Lands,  the  expense  of  which,  it  was  affirmed, 
would  not  exceed  two  or  three  hundred  dollars.    A 
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few  days  afterwards,  however,  an  estimate  was 
sabmitied.  by  the  Clerk  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  asking  an  appro- 
priation of  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

After  specifying  other  instances,  Mr.  L.  ex- 
pressed his  belief  that  it  was  time  to  inquire  whether 
it  was  necessary  to  expend  #150,000  a  year  for  con- 
tingent expenses  over  and  above  pay  and  mileage. 
The  House  had  no  control  over  these  expenditures 
of  its  contingent  funds.  The  Committee  of  Ac- 
eovnts  htd  no  control  over  them;  the  bills  were  paid 
and  receipted  before  they  were  laid  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  when  it  was  too  late  to  do  any  thing  in 
regard  to  them.  Hence  it  followed  that  whenever 
the  Clerk  of  this  House,  without  control  or  account- 
ability, saw  fit  to  apply  the  funds,  the  House  had 
nothing  to  do  bat  to  ratify  and  sanction  his  acts. 
There  ought,  in  Mr.  L.*s  opinion,  to  be  some  com- 
mittee appointed  which  should  have  charge  of  these 
matters  before  the  expenditures  were  made. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  of  New  Yoi k  addrassed  the 
committee  at  much  length  on  the  subject  of  the 
tmSnses  which  had  crept  into  this  branch  of  the 
public  expenditures,  and  of  the  gross  impositions 
hat  had  been  practised  In  the  form  ef  enormous 
prices  paid  for  paper,  of  contracts  made  with  sob- 
agents;  of  lithography;  Ac.  declaring  his  own  free- 
dom from  responsibility  in  these  matters,  as  a  mem. 
her  of  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  by  reason  of 
the  peculiar  constitution  of  that  committee. 

Mr.  J.  animadverted  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
Clerk  in  not  attending  personally  to  the  purchase  of 
stationery  and  other  articles.  Mr.  J.  contended 
that  if  the  Clerk  had  so  acted,  instead  of  employing 
Mr.  Langtrer,  a  saving  of  ten  thousand  dollars  a 
year  might  have  been  made  to  Government  in  the 
single  article  of  stationery  alone.  If  the  Clerk 
had  gone  himself  to  Philadelphia  or  New  York, 
and  charged  his  expenses,  that  would  have  com- 
ported with  the  spirit  of  the  joint  resolution.  But 
when  Mr.  Langtree  was  employed  as  a  sub-agent, 
he  assumed  the  character  of  a  stationer,  and  went 
to  New  York,  where,  as  such,  be  procured  paper  at 
the  wholesale  prices,  and  resold  it  to  Congress  at  an 
immense  profit.  Now,  observed  Mr.  J.  if  the 
Clerk  had  gone  himself,  with  the  money  in  his 
hand,  he  might  have  procured  the  paper  at  the  same 
priees,  and  without  subjecting  the  Government  to 
the  additional  charge  of  Mr.  Langtree,  or  his 
profit. 

He  (Mr.  J.)  objected  against  the  employment  of 
any  third  person  by  the  Clerk.  It  was  a  viola- 
tion of  every  principle  ot  our  Government  for  an 
agent  thus  to  delegate  his  power  to  a  third  person. 
After  a  recapitulation  of  what  had  been  done  by 
the  Committee  on  Accounts  on  this  subject  at  the 
mat  session,  Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  particularize  some 
of  the  articles  on  which  the  sub-agent  of  the  Clerk, 
Mr.  Langtree,  derived  his  profit,  and  which  profit 
would  have  been  a  gain  to  the  Government  had 
the  Clerk  performed  the  doty  himself.  Mr.  J. 
said  thai  the  letter  paper  was  charged  at  $6  50  per 
ream,  when  a  better  article  could  be  purchased  for 
oath  for  fi  50  per  ream.    * 


was  another  most  extraordinary  circum- 
nlfwtding  this  matter.  He  (Mr.  J.)  under- 
strood  that  the  paper  manfactnrers  were  always 
ready  to  furnish  rukd  paper  when  required,  at  an 
additional  price  of  fifty  cents  per  ream.  But  under 
mas  sab-agency  system,  we  were  not  only  charged 
$6  50  per  ream  for  paper,  which  could  be  bought 
at  t)4  50,  but  we  were  charged  f  1  25  more  per  ream 
tending! 

mtr.  J.  then  proceeded  to  state  that  a  thousand 
reams  of  paper  had  been  brought  to  the  House  and 
red  away,  more  than  would  be  wanted  at  the 
Congress.  The  whole  amount  was  eigh- 
teen hundred  reams,  only  eight  hundred  of  which 
was  required.  He  had  been  infotmed  that  the  ex- 
eaea  of  Mr.  Langtree  was,  that  h*  (Mr.  L.)  had' 
ntfeumdarstood  the  order  of  the  Clerk,  mistaking 
eight  hundred  for  eighteen  hundred  reams.  Mr.  J. 
here  made  some  severe  comments  on  this  mods  of 
doing  business,  first  paying  an  enormous  price  for 
paper,  and  then  in  addition  to  that,  losing  the  inte- 
rnal cm  (he  money  by  receiving  paper  which  would 
not  be  required  for  a  year  to  come. 

The  Clerk  had  no  right  to  order  stationery  for 
the  awzt  Congress.    If  be  wis  permitted  to  do  it, 


why  then  he  had  the  same  right  to  order  it  for  a 
half  a  century  ahead. 

After  adverting  to  what  appeared  to  him  the 
extraordinary  high  bills  of  the  Clerk  for  his  ex- 
penses while  at  New  York  in  attending  to  the  sale 
of  damaged  stationery,  Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  no- 
tice the  several  impositions  practised  upon  the  Go* 
vernmsnt  in  relation  to  lithographing,  and  as  an  in- 
stance of  such  abuses,  mentioned  a  case,  where  the 
House  had  been  charged  a  high  amount  for  litho* 
graphing,  when  not  a  single  sheet  of  it  had  ever 
been  received,  the  whole  having  been  consumed  by 
fire. 

Mr.  PROPPiT  stated  that,  on  a  calculation 
made  by  him,  he  found  that  the  stationery  bill  for 
this  session  alone  was  about  #35,000,  which  was  at 
the  rate  of  #103  for  every  member  of  the  House. 
He  was  satisfied  that  #30  would  pay  the  stationery 
bill  of  every  gentleman  this  year,  and  he  hoped 
that  some  member,  better  skilled  in  these  things, 
would  make  an  estimate  and  submit  it  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  committee. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that  some  years  ago 
he  was  on  a  committee  appointed  to  investigate 
into  the  stationery  accounts  of  the  House;  and,  af- 
ter a  minute  examination,  the  committee  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  but  one  remedy, 
and  that  was  to  pnrsue  the  course  suggested  by  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  PaorriT.]  He  (Mr. 
U.)  had  intended  to  suggest  to  the  committee  a  pro- 
position that  "in  lieu  of  stationery  and  newspa- 
pers, each  member  of  Congress  should  be  allowed 
f  —  annually.'*  The  committee  could  fill  us  the 
blank  with  any  sum  that  might  be  computed  to  be 
proper.  This  was  the  only  remedy.  The  same 
complaints  had  been  made  year  after  year,  and 
would  continue  to  be  made  until  the  end  of  time 
unless  seme  such  plan  as  this  were  adopted. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  gave  to  the  committee 
such  information  as  had  been  in  possession  ef  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  regard  to  these 
estimates,,  and  stated  that  the  estimates  of  the 
Clerk  had  been  reduced,  in  the  committee,  #95,000 
below  the  amount  contained  in  those  which  bad 
been  read  at  the  Clerk's  table.  The  committee  had 
supposed  that  the  amount  now  asked  for  was  about 
the  proper  sum,  and  in  that  they  had  looked  with  a 
proper  eye  to  economy— an  object  which  he  was 
as  desirous  to  promote,  when  it  could  be  properly 
done,  as  any  other  gentleman.  Mr.  J.  then  replied 
to  certain  portions  of  the  argument  of  Mr.  John- 
ston, contending  that  blame,,  if  blame  there  was, 
should  rest  in  the  proper  quarter,  and  that  it  did 
not  belong  where  the  gentleman  had  laid  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Virginia  also  replied  to  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Johnston  of  New  York.  He  said 
that  the  Committee  of  Accounts  had  taken  paina  to 
examine  into  the  subject;  and,  after  receiving  let- 
ters from  various  stationers,  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  price  paid  by  Government  was  a 
just  equivalent;  and  they  also  found  that  there  had 
been  an  absolute  reduction  in  the  price.  So  far 
from  being  deceived  in  the  purchase  of  the  paper, 
the  committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  had 
been  purchased  upon  the  best  terms. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  JOHNSON  of 
Virginia,  JOHNSTON  of  New  York,  LINCOLN, 
and  GRINNELL, 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said,  that  the  sum  of  #100,000 
had  already  been  appropriated  for  these  specific 
objects.  Economy  and  charity  ought  to  begin  at 
home;  and  Mr.  G.  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  whole  item  of  #25,000, 
as  the  only  way  of  putting  an  end  to  the  abuses 
which  were  undoubtedly  practised. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said,  there  were  two  modes  at 
present  bv  which  the  extravagance  in  the  finances 
of  the  House  could  be  arrested.  The  first  was  to 
adopt  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Graham.]  He  (Mr.  E  )  had  put 
a  question  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Johnston,]  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  stationery 
now  on  hand.  He  (Mr.  E  )  believed  there  was 
enough  to  carry  them  through  this  season,  and  for 
Jhe  commencement  of  the  next. 

Another  mode  within  the  power  of  the  House 
was  to  bring  in  a  resolution  to  proceed  ki a  the  elec- 
tion of  Clerk.  It  was  a  course  which  every  de- 
partment took,  where  it  was  found  that  persona 


in  charge  of  funds  had  misapplied  them.  This 
he  would  do,  were  it  not  for  the  late  period  of  the 
session. 

But  he  disapproved  of  making  general  laws  in 
an  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  MORGAN  said  he  believed  that  there  was 
much  more  stationery  on  hand  than  would  be  re-, 
quired  for  the  next  Congress,  if  the  appropriation 
shoumbemade,  the  Clerk  would  make  another 
journey  to  New  York.  Mr.  M.  was  of  opinion 
that  the  fact  could  be  established,  that  the  Clerk 
made  a  charge  of  #900  for  his  journey  to  New 
York,  about  the  time  when  he  delivered  his  speech 
at  Castle  Garden.  Mr.  M.  was  tp posed  to  giving 
farther  power  to  the  present  Clerk,  because  he  had 
no  confidence  that  that  officer  would  do  justice  to 
the  House,  or  make  its  purchases  with  economy; 
and  Ihe  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the  proper 
time,  offer  the  following  amendment: 

"And  in 'the  future  delivery  of  stationery  of 
every  description  to  members  of  the  House,  the 
postmaster  shall  keep  an  account  of  the  articles  do* 
livered  to  each  member,  with  the  prices  thereof; 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  shall  insert  in  his  an* 
nual  report  of  the  contingent  expenses,  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  the  value  of  stationery  received  by 
die  members  respectively.*9 

Mr.  FLOYD,  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Accounts,  went  into  some  statements  relative  to 
the  action  of  that  committee,  and  insisted  that  the 
contract  for  stationery;  made  by  the  present  Clerk, 
was  better  and  far  more  economical  for  the  Go- 
vernment than  the  practice  which  prevailed  before 
he  came  into  office.  Besides,  stationers  who  had 
been  consulted  upon  this  subject,  had  expressed 
their  opinion  that  the  prices  paid  for  the  stationery 
were  very  reasonable. 

As  to  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  appropriation, 
he  (Mr.  P.)  had  no  objection  to  it,  and  supposed 
that  the  Clerk  had  noL 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS,  after  some  remarks,  said 
be  understood  that  Mr.  Ames  of  Springfield,  Mas- 
sachusetts, would  have  furnished  paper  of  as  good 
a  quality  as  that  purchased  by  the  Clerk,  at  half 
price. 

Mr.  BURKE  said  that  Mr.  Ames's  testimony  be- 
fore the  committee  was  of  an  entirely  different 
character  from  that  seated. 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  inquired  of  Mr.  Buass  at 
what  price  Mr.  Ames  offered  to  dispose  of  his  pa- 
per. 

Mr.  BURKE  said  be  did  not  know  exactly,  but 
he  was  confident  Mr.  Ames  bad  placed  no  such 
price  as  one-half.  Mr.  B.  further  remarked  thai 
there  were  several  samples,  made  by  different  pa- 
per makers,  submitted  to  Mr.  Ames.  Some  sam- 
ples he  offered  to  supply  at  fifty  cents  less  per  ream; 
others  he  rated  higher  than  the  price  paid  by  the 
Clerk. 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  supported  at  some  length 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Graham. 

Mr.  T1LLINGHAST  also  expressed  bis  desire 
to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Graham, 
though  he  did  not  wish  to  vote  against  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Lihcoln.] 

Mr.  LINCOLN  here  said  that  his  only  object 
in  submitting  his  motion  was  to  bring  the  matter  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  and,  that  being 
done,  he  would  now  accept  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Graham  as  a  modification  of  his  own. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  as 
modified — 

Mr.  TILLINGHA8T  then  gave  notice  of  his 
intention,  if  the  amendment  failed,  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing: / 

"And  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  authorise  or  sanction  any  contract  for  statione- 
ry or  other  articles  of  merchandise  for  the  use  of 
the  enduing  Congress,  by  any  officer  of  the  present 
Congress,  to  an  amount  exceeding  in  the  whole  two 
thousand  dollars. n 

Mr.  ADAMS  seat  to  the  deck's  table  a  letter 
from  Mr.  W.  J.  Stone  of  this  city,  relative  to  the 
prices  paid  for  lithography. 

The  letter  (Mr.  A.  said)  was  rather  collateral' to 
the  question;  he  had  had  it  in  his  possession  for 
three  months,  but  had  had  no  opportunity  of  pre* 
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seating  it;  and  (be  was  understood  to  idd)  hs  des- 
paired of  doing  any  good  by  presenting  it. 
The  letter  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

Washington,  December,  1840. 
Sir:  I  perceive  by  a  resolution  of  ihe  House, 
offered  by  Mr.  Darls  of  Indiana,  that  5,000  copies 
of  Mr.  Owen's  geological  report  is  likely  to  be  or- 
dared  to  be  printed  with  the  maps  properly  en- 
graved. There  is  no  donbt  that  an  effort ,  wilf  be 
made  to  alter  the  resolution,  so  as  to  have  the  maps 
'  lithographed  instead  of  engraved.  The  House  is 
laboring  under  a  mistake  as  to  ihe  relative  price  of 
lithographing  and  engraving.  It  appears  on  exa- 
mination of  Mr.  P.  Haas'«  accounts  in  the  Treasury, 
that  he  has  charged  the  House  50  per  cent,  more 
for  lithographing  than  I  have  charged  for  engraving. 
This  should  not  be  so.  Lithography,  as  executed 
by  him,  is  not  worth  one-h  ilf  wbat  engraving  is, 
consequently  he  has  been  receiving  four  prices  for 
his  work.  Could  a  committee  who  Jare  somewhat 
conversant  with  such  matters  be  appointed  to  in- 
v*8tigate  the  subject,  it  would  cause  but  little  delay 
or  trouble  to  obtain  facts  that  would  enable  the 
Hpuse  to  act  knowingly.  As  things  are  at  present, 
through  misrepresentation,  Congress  are  deprived 
of  the  advantage  of  having  their  work  done  pro- 
perly. If  the  Clerk  would  receive  proposals  from 
competed  engraver*,  this  difficulty  would  be  obvi- 
ated. The  proposals  should  specify  the  time  in 
which  the  work  was  required  to  be  furnished,  and 
a  sample  deposited  of  the  style  required,  otherwise 
a  favorite  might  have  work  executed  by  very  in- 
different workmen  at  a  low  price,  and  make  a  great 
profit  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  skrlf  a  I  workmen. 
Besides,  the  work  might  be  sent  to  a  foreign  coun- 
try to  be  executed,  as  has  already  been  the  case. 
If  the  House  would  employ  me  tofurnfrh  the  maps 
for  Mr.  Owen's  report,  I  will  do  so  for  50  per  cent, 
less  than  Mr.  P.  Hass  has  heretofore  charged  the 
House  for  lithography,  which  is  my  usual  price  for 
work  accompanying  documents.  Should  Congress 
deem  the  subject  of  sufficient  importance  to  appoint 
a  committee,  it  would  be  well  to  examine  the  ac- 
counts for  engraving  done  for  the  Senate. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 
Hon.  J.  CI.  Adams,  W.  J.  STONE. 

Hoase  of  Representaves. 
Mr.  BYNTJM  said  he  should  vote  to  strike  out 
the  whole  of  the  appropriation  for  stationery,  not 
because  he  thought  it  proper,  but  because  be 
thought  it  necessary  to  bring  gentlemen  back  to  a 
,  proper  sense  of  wbat  was  due  from  them  as  Repre- 
sentatives on  that  floor,  and  to  the  great  interests 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  He  thought  nothing 
less  than  meeting  this  question  in  this  way,  by 
stopping  all  appropriations,  and  consequently  the 
wheels  of  Government,  and  throwing  the  responsi- 
bility upon  those  gentlemen  at  once  who  were  em- 
barrassing almost  every  measure  that  was  brought 
forward  by  either  party,  by  an  ostentatious  parade 
.  of  a  boastful  economy,  and  a  most  indiscriminate 
censure  of  every  public  officer.  Why,  sir,  said 
Mr.  B.  do  gentlemen  not  know,  from  the  very  na- 
ture of  things,  that  as  long  as  you  have  a  Govern- 
ment, you  must  have  officers,  for  it  is  of  such  that 
Governments^consist;  and  can  gentlemen  expect 
that  Governments  can  be  sustained  and  carried  on 
in  all  their  operations  without  expense  or  money, 
and  those  officers  are  to  serve  without  pay  for  their 
services?  Such  an  idea  appeared  to  him  a  preposterous 
absurdity — yet  one  might  well  infer  this,  from  the 
teaor  of  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  and  their  course 
on  this  floor.  Gentlemen  ought  to  recollect,  that 
in  a  short  month,  the)  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  trying  how  far  it  was  practicable  to  carry  on  this 
Government  without  either  officers  •  or  money 
They  should  recollect  too,  that  they  should  be  tried 
by  the  fame  rule  which  they  lail  down  for  the 
trial  of  others.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  hov 
*  far  the  conduct  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  had 
been  proper  or  improper;  upon  that  subject  we  had 
contradictory  evidence  from  the  members  of  the 
same  committee,  who  professed  to  know  meet  about 
it;  in  favor  of  fact,  there  were  two  to  one  m  favor  ot 
the  proper  conduct  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House— yet 
it  appeared  that  the  House  was  was  called  upon, 
and  by  those  too  who  appeared  to  know  the  least 
about  it,  to  cast  an  unmerited  censure  upon  the 
perk,  and  this  too  upon  the  most  insufficient  evi« 


dance  of  heartay.  Now,  ,  this  was  the  princi- 
pal subject  that  he  had  risen  to  notice,  and 
against  the  course  pursued  in  relation  to 
it,  he  entered  his  most  solemn  protest— 
a  course  that  bad  been  adopted  during  this  and  the 
last  Administration  against  the  public  officers  of 
evety  department  of  the  Government;  which,  in 
his  judgment,  was  as  uyntt  (he  would  not  say  dis- 
honorable) as  it  was  illiberal  and  onstatesman- 
like.  Sir,  said  he,  what  was  that  course  that  had 
become  of  late  so  much  in  practice  in  this  House? 
It  was  that  the  most  inexperienced  of  the  m*mber.«, 
who  had  not  been  in  their  seats  long  enough  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  most  ordinary  modes  of 
the  transaction  of  business,  either  by  the  officers 
of  the  House  or  the  heads  of  the  Departments, 
bad  attempted  to  make  themselves  leaden  of 
their  respecive  parties,  by  arraigning  and  de- 
nouncing every  officer  in  your  Government  for 
corruption,  misstatement,  malfeasance,  Ac.  arising, 
nine  times  out  of  ten,  out  of  their  own  want  of  ex- 
perience upon  those  subjects,  and  their  ina- 
bility to  understand  them.  Snr.h  has  been  emphati- 
cally the  case  pursued  in  this  House  for  the  last  se« 
verol  year?,  by  which  your  old,  experienced,  gray- 
haired  men,  have  been  thrown  entirely  in  the 
back  grounds,  or  they  have  been  wofolly 
derelict  and  negligent  in  their  duty  to  their  con- 
stituents; and  some  of*  your  best  public  offi- 
cers have  been  condemned  by  the  public  with- 
out a  hearing,  and  before  being  called  on  even 
for  the  slightest  explanation,  which  might  have 
been  the  fullest  justification  of  their  statements  and 
conduct:  and  thus  have  gone  abroad  many  of  the 
most  unfounded  and  unjust  imputations  against  the 
best  of  men,  without  a  contradiction.  He  put  i  to 
the  candor  of  gentlemen,  if  such  a  course  was  fair? 
Was  it  honorable?  Was  it  just  or  statesmanlike? 
Would  it  not  be  revisited  on  gentlemen  with  retri- 
butive justice?  and,  if  so,  could  they,  with  any 
grace,  complain? 

Again,  he  contended  that  it  was  a  practice  both 
unsta'esmanlike  and  unparliamentary — of  recent 
date,  adopted  to  eue<  t  party  purposes.  Heretorore, 
it  had  been  the  case  vhrn  the  conduct  of  an  officer 
was  impeached  or  assailed,  a  special  committee 
was  appointed  to  examine  into,  and  report  the  fart 
to  the  House,  or  an  explanation  called  for  by  the 
House  from  the  accused,  before  either  condemna- 
tion or  denunciation  by  the  members  of  this  body, 
by  whom  he  was  to  be  tried.  But  how  different  now, 
when  condemnation  and  denunciation  always  pre- 
cedes either  trial,  explanation  in| justification,  or  de- 
fence; and  conviction  is  entered  upon  some  second  or 
third  handed  heamn/l  For  instance,  your  Clerk  is 
ordered  to  supply  materials  for  stationery  jo  this 
Hoase.  It  is  presumable  that  he  does  it  at  as  rea- 
sonable a  rate  as  the  nature  of  the  case  admits  of. 
Afler  it  is  done,  some  *  Yankee  mOmer  maker,"  per- 
haps, writes  to  some  member  of  the  House  that  had 
he  been  applied  to,  or  elected  Clerk  to  the  House, 
he  would  have  furnished  those  materials  at  a  much 
cheaper  rate  than  your  present  C'erk  has  furnished 
them.  Without  doubting  this  statement — without 
calling  on  your  Clerk  for  any  explanation— with- 
out calling  on  a  committee  to  report  the  (acts  to 
the  House,  you  call  up  your  Clerk,  with  a  charac- 
ter heretofore  unimpeached  and  unimpeachable, 
and  upon  such  evidence  denounce,  censure,  and 
convict  him.  Sir,  against  the  adoption  of  such  a 
course  against  any  officer,  I  protest,  as  being  cruel, 
unjasr,  and  tyrannical.  It  was  a  practice  repug- 
nant to  every  principle  of  liberty,  and  could  only 
be  tolerated  by  usurpers  and  tyrants. 

Mr.  EVANS  contended  that  this  fond  (>h*  esti- 
mates for  which  had  already  been  reduced  $25,000 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means)  was  not 
more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  that  would 
be  made  upon  it;  and  he  repudiated,  with  much 
animation,  the  charges  which  the  House  made 
against  itself  in  ths  shape  of  corruption  and 
plunder. 

He  did  aotsay  there  might  not  have  been  individnal 
imtancesof  abuse.  If  any  man  has  been  guilty  of  that, 
it  was  his  own  matter.  But  he  did  not  believe  that 
the  unjust  appropriations' of  stationery  amounted, 
in  a  long  session,  to  more  than  three  thousand  dol- 
lars. His  experience  was  that  there  was  no  such 
watte,  and  plundering,  and  extravagance  as  they 


were  charging  themselves  with.  He  wai 
to  striking  out  the  appropriation;  it  was 
than  was  necessary.  The  estimate,  as  ha  bad 
stated,  had  already  been  reduced  $25,000  in  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that,  be 
thought,  was  what  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
would  call  a  very  "vigorous  reduction."  If  gen- 
tlemen were  willing  to  dispense  with  stationery  al« 
together,  so  was  he — vastly  more  willing  than  he 
was  to  receive  $90  for  his  share,  or  to  put  a  law 
upon  the  statute  book  denouncing  themselves. 

Mr.  MONROE  thanked  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Evans]  for  hU  speech;  it  contained 
presisely  his  own  sentiments,  though  much  better 
expressed.  The  gentleman  deserved  the  thanks  of 
this  House  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  vindi- 
cated his  character  and  dignity. , 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  leplied  to  Mr.  Evaws,  ex. 
plaining  and  vindicating  his  own  course,  and  con- 
tending that  that  gentleman'*  argument  amounted 
only  to  thF— let  us  not  put  this  thing  on  the  statute 
books;  if  we  are  guilty  of  these  offences,  let  not  the 
eye  of  any  man  see  it.  He  could  assure  the  gen- 
tleman that  the  people  were  not  ignorant  of  these 
matters — that  they  were  turning  their  attention  to 
them.  It  was  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  these 
things  were  too  trifling  to  demand  attention. 
Nothing  could  he  so  which  involved  an  abuse  of 
the  people's  money.  He  denied  that  he  had  said  or 
done  any  thing  calculated  to  reflect  upon  any 
man.  Has  had  denounced  no  one  as  a  plunderer. 
He  had  merely  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Paofpit]  a  way  by  which  tha  abuse 
could  be  remedied. 

The  question  was  discussed  further  by  Messrs. 
TILLINGHAST,   EVERETT,  and  LINCOLN. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  that,  on  subsequent  exami- 
nation, he  found  that  his  original  motion  was  the 
proper  one;  and  again  modified  his  proposition  so 
as  to  reduce  the  item  from  $25,000  to  $15,000,  (L  e . 
striking  out  all  that  was  applicable  to  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress.) 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment, 
thus  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  item  was  reduced  from  $25,000  to  A  15,000* 

Mr.  CURTIS  then  moved  that  the  committee 
rise. 

The  motion  having  prevailed,  the  committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Mr.  BURKE  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Retched,  That  the  special  committee,  appointed 
by  order  of  the  House  at  the  last  session  oa  the 
subject  of  stationery,  and  the  memorial  of  the 
Clerk,  be  re-appointed. 

Mr.  STANLY  said,  he  bad  something  to  say  ia 
relation  to  the  doings  of  the  committee  proposed 
to  be  revived,  and  which  he  should  take  an  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  when  the  resolution  cane  up  for 
consideration. 

And  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  11 
o'clock. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  February  12 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  the  Honorable  WILLIAM  R.  KING, 
elected  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Sta'e  of 
Alabama  a  Senator  of  that  State  for  six  years  from  ' 
the  4th  of  March  next,  when  his  present  term  wrli 
expire;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
Robinson, graying  for  a  special  act  of  Congress  for 
her  relief;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pi  ivate  .Land  Claims. 

Mr.  N.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Nathan 
Thayer;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Pa'ents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Baker  and  others,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

*  Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Kosciusko  county,  Indiana,  praying  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  mail  route;  which  was  referred  fo 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  two  memorials  from 
citizens  of  Michigan  for  the  establishment  of  pear 
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mutes;  which  were  severally  referred  to  the  Com* 
miasm  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

IIr«  P.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Michigan,  praying  the  passage  of  a  general  bank- 
1  [j  rapt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the  fable. 

Mr.  NORV£LT«,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pabhe  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  au- 
thorizing the  States  to  tax  any  lands  within  their 
units  sold  by  the  United  Slates,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  with  are  commendation  in 
fatorof  its  passage. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  the  papers  in 
tat  case  of  Samuel  R.  Slaymaker,  and  the  bill  for 
ha  relief  passed  by  the  Senate  at  the  last  session, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

The  House  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  re- 
lief of  JLevoiutiooary  sad  tfher  pensioners,  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  resolition  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Pajamas,  was  taken  op  for  consideration,  and, 
after  a  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  PRENTISS, 
KINO,  HUBBARD,  W  H  IT  E,  8  E  VI RR,  SOUTH- 
ARD, KNIGHT,  and  CLAYTON,  participated, 
it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KINO  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  wonld 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann 
LGUtherelL 

BILLS  PASSED. 
The  following  bills  were  severally  read  a  third 
time  and  passed: 

The  bfu  to  authorize  the  granting  letters  te»ta* 
mentary  and  of  administration  to  aliens  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sebastian  Butcher,  and 
the  heirs  and  legal  representative  of  Bartholomew 
Batcher,  Michael  Butcher,  and  Peter  Bloom. 

Hie  bill  authorizing  a  patent  to  be  issued  to  Jo- 
seph Campau  for  a  certain  tract  of  laud  in  the  Stats 
of  Michigan. 

The  hill  confirming  to  Joseph  Kennedy,  assignee 
of  Cornelius  McCurtin,  his  title  to  sn  island  in  the 
Tensaw  river,  in  the  Stale  of  Alabama. 

The  biH  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  De 
LuritT  and  their  legal  representatives. 
The  hill  for  the  relief  of  Adam  D.  Steuart 
The  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  and 
legal  representatives  of  Pierre  Dolet,  deceased,  to  a 
tract  of  land  in  Louisiana. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT.the  bill  to  authorize 
the  issue  of  Treasury  noes  was  taken  up  and  con- 
tnsered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  the 
question  being  on  ordering  it  to  a  third  readier, 

Mr.  BBNTON  said,  he  was  willing  to  borrow 
money  lor  the  use  of  the  Government,  but  not  to 
authorize  it  to  make  paper  money;  and  he  would 
therefore  call  for  the  ayes  and  noes,  which  were 
accordingly  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  a  ihirdreadiBg,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
ajes  99,  nays  9,  as  follows: 

YEAS  Messw.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Dixon,  Ful- 
ton, Graham,  Hubbard,  Ker,  King,  Knight,  Linn, 
Luxapkia,  Moaton,  Nicholson,  Nor  veil,  Porter, 
Rives,  Roane,  Robinson/Sevier,  Smith  of  Indians, 
TaMmadge,  Wail,  Webster,  Williams,  Wrigb', 
and  Yoaag— 23v 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Henderson,  Man  rum, 
8aiHi  of  Connecticut,  and  White— -9. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  put 
■pea  its  passage;  and  no  objection  being  made,  it 
was  so  ordered;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  or- 
dered, and  the  question  about  to  be  taken,  Mr. 
CLAY  of  Kentucky  assigned  his  reasons  for  voting 
\  against    ihe   bill,   and  was   replied   to   by   Mr. 
\  WRIGHT,  and  a  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
r«B*lTDJQr9    CALHOUN,    PRESTON,    DIXON, 
\  H0BBARD,KNIQHT,HENDERSON,WHITE, 
r  sadSMITH  of  Indiana  participated,  when  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  de- 
sited  in  the  affirmative— Byes  28,  nays  8,  as  fol- 
lows: 
YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 

a  of  Alabama,  Dixon,  Ful'on,  Graham,  Hub- 
Ker,  King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Nichol- 
as, Norvell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Rives,  Roane,  Ro- 


binson, Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  Wall, 
Webster,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Henderson,  Mangum,  Preston,  and 
White— 8. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  to  the  Se- 
nate a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  5th  instant,  requesting  him  to  communicate  to 
the  Senate,if  not  deemed  incompatible  with  thepob'ic 
interest,the  correspondence,  if  any,  between  the  State 
Department  and  the  representatives  of  any  foreign 
Government  relative  to  the  negroes  taken  on  board 
the  L'Amistad,  which  has  occored  since  that  trans- 
mitted with  his  message  of  the  21st  March,  1840. 

The  message  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  rela- 
tion to  the  losses  sustained  by  the  Government  from 
the  use  of  bank  paper;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  with  20,000  extra  copies. 

Also,  a  report  from  ibe  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, in  relation  to  the  valae  of  foreign  coins;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate. then  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Pridat,  February  12, 1840. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read, 

Mr.  CU3HING,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  House  to  wait  on  Wil- 
liam HunuY  Habaiso*,  of  Ohio,  and  inform  him 
of  his  election  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United 
States,  reported:  That  the  committee  had  waited  on 
the  President  elect,  and  informed  h'm  of  the  result 
of  the  vote;  when  be  replied,  that  he  received  this 
manifestation  of  the  confidence  of  his  countrymen 
with  profound  gratitude,  and  that  he  would  ear- 
nestly devote  himself  to  the  discharge  ef  the  duties 
imposed  on  him,  by  endeavoring  to  promote  the 
union  and  welfare  of  the  country,  according  to  his 
best  abilities. 

Mr.  BURKE,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  offered 
by  following  resolution: 

Rathtd,  That  the  special  committee  appointed 
the  order  of  the  House,  at  the  last  session,  on  the 
subject  of  stationery,  and  the  memorial  of  the 
Clerk,  be  reappointed. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  BURKES  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
and  on  that  motion  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  the  motion 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  JONES  ef  Virginia  then  moved  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
suming the  consideration  of  the 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand- 
ed, and  being  ordered,  were— yeas  65,  nays  84. 

So  the  House  refused  to  go  into  committee. 
REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

The  first  business  in  order  was  the  Senate  bill 
(reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
by  Mr.  Craut,  on  Wednesday,  with  several  amend- 
ments) entitled,  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and 
Tennessee,  to  sell  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for 
the  use  of  schools  in  those  States."  The  question 
pending  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pcck  to  commit 
the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  to  the  Committee  o( 
the  1  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PECK  modified  the  motion,  so  that  the  bill, 
as  amended,  be  printed  and  laid  upon  the  table  for 
the  present,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  members. an 
opportunity  of  examining  it;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain settlers  on  the  public  lands,  who  were  deprived 
of  the  benefits  of  the  act  granting  pre-emption 
rights,  which  was  approved  on  the  19th  of  June, 
1834/'  reported  the  same  without  amendment:  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  L,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled,  'An  act  to  en- 
courage the  introduction  and  promote  the  cultiva- 
tion of  tropical  plants,'  approved  7th  July,  1838," 


reported  the  same,  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled,  (An  act  for 
the  discontinuance  of  the  office  of  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral in  ihe  several  districts,  6o  soon  as  the  surveys 
therein  can  be  completed;  for  abolishing  land  of- 
fices under  certain  circumstances;  and  for  other 
purposes,'  approved  June  Id,  1840,"  reported  the 
same,  with  an  amendment:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Se- 
nate, entitled  "An  act  to  relinquish  to  the  Suite  of 
Mississippi  the  two  per  cent,  fund  accruing  by  the  m 
act  for  the  admission  of  said  State  into  the  Union," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment 

Before  the  question  was  decided,  thewhoor  al- 
lowed for  reports  expired. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the 
rules  were  suspended  so  as  to  continue  to  receive 
reports  from  committees;  and  the  bill  reported  by 
Mr.  Thompson  of  Mississippi  again  coming  before 
the  House,  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  hill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Selma  and  Tennessee  railroad,"  reported  the  same 
with  sundry  amendments;  which  was  committed  to 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  JOS.  L.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Maples- 
ville,  Bibb  county,  Alabama,  praying  compensa- 
tion sufficient  to  secure  the  services  of  a  postmaster 
to  perform  the  extraordinary  duties  required  at  that 
office,  made  an  unfavorable  report  thereon:  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  JOS.  L.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  an  unfavorable  report  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  Samoel  Queries:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOPKINS,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Avery,  Salimarsh  and 
Company ,"  reported  the  same  without  amendments 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  Ibe  Whole  House. 

.Mr.  H  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  un- 
favorable report  on  the  petition  of  Alien  Sammons, 
of  the  Slate  of  .Tennessee:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  biU  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  A.  Harrison," 
reported  the  same  witbout  amendment:  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McK.  the  same  committee 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  John  Prack;  and  the  petition  was 
laid  on  ihe  table. 

Mr.  McCARTY,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  Island  Fire  Company;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  lime,  committed  to  a 
Committee  if  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  McC.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  in* 
fonts,  in  certain  cases;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  lime,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  H- use,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McC.  from  the  some  committee,  reported  a 
bill  to  provide  for  the  arrest  and  detention  of,  and 
demand  of  fugitives  from  justice;  which  was  read: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  COST  JOHNSON,  from  the 
same  committee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Caspar  W.  Weaver;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  commuted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  Home,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BEIRNE,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en 
titled  "An  act  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
Alezandiia,  in  the  city  of  Alexandria,'*  reported 
the  same  without  amendment:  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 
Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
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which  was  referred  (he  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
•♦An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Carter,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment:  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  SAMUELS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam J.  Roberts,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  J.  Roberts 
and  William  Detherage;  whieh  bill  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  Hense,  and  the  bill  and  report  Ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  TURNEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary submitted  the  following 
REPORT. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary ,  to  whom  was 
neferred  the  petition  of  Charles  Holt,  report: 

That  in  the  month  of  September,  1799,  petition- 
er, at  the  circuit  couit,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
was  indicteA  and  found  guilty  of  having  printed 
and  published  what  was  alleged  to  be  a  libel  against 
Mr.  John  Adams,  the  then  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  alleged  libel  was  in  the  following  worlds, 
to  wit:  MThe  officers  of  the  new  corps  met  in  Dan- 
bury,  and  assigned  the  stations  for  each  in  which  to 
enlist  soldiers  as  recruits.  The  newspapers  also 
announce  that  the  President  has  directed  the  addi- 
tional regiments  to  be  organized.  In  so  serious  a 
crisis,  I  trust  that  a  few  remarks  will  not  be  amiss. 
A  question  arises,  where  are  these  recruits  for  a 
standing  army  to  be  found?  Among  our  sprightly 
and  enterprising  young  farmers,  who,  by  industry 
and  economy,  may  grow  rich,  become  fathers  of 
families,  and  men  of  great  respectability  as  hus- 
bandmen in  the  immense  regions  which  are  culti- 
vating in  the  West?  No:  they  are  ready  in  ihf  ir 
places  to  do  military  duty  at  the  risk  of  life,  in  or- 
der to  ward  off  invasion,  or  to  crush  intestine  tu- 
mults. But  they  will  never  give  their  leave  to  the 
Prussian  military  discipline,  or  devote  their 
valor  to  promote  the  views  of  ambition,  or  to  op- 
press their  country  and  posterity  with  a  standing 
army.  JThey  will  never  be  the  companions  of  the 
refuse  of  mankind,  taken  from  gaols  and  brothels, 
from  Tyburn  and  Newgale;  they  will  never  spend 
their  best  days  in  armies  and  vice,  in  order  to  glit- 
ter in  regimental*,  wear  a  sword,  and  lounge  in 
idleness  as  drones,  pitied  and  penniless.  The  best 
comment  upon  the  recruiting  service  and  address  to 
the  manly  feelings  of  American  youth,  is  the  ap- 
pointment of  Ale  lander  Hamilton  to  command 
our  army  after  the  affair  of  crim.  crn.  Its  prelude 
to  our  President's  advice  to  the  young  men  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, to  study  virtue  and  science,  is  an  instance 
of  human  fallibility  and  inconsistency.  Are  we 
young  officers  and  soldiers  to  learn  virtue  of  Gene- 
ral Hamilton;  or,  like  their  Genera),  are  they  to  be 
found  in  the  bed  of  adultery?  This  is  a  serious  con- 
sideration for  statesmen,  for  the  army,  for  fathers, 
brothers,  husbands,  and  sons.  Officers  in  recruiting 
services  are  generally  successful;  but  soldiers  are 
not  very  fit  for  service  under  seventeen  or  eighteen 
years;  such  may  serve  John  Quincy  Adams 
when  he  is  lord  protector  of  the  United  States,  but 
cannot  defend  us  in  the  present  case  in  actual  ser- 
vice, especially  on  the  frontiers  and  among  the  fe» 
male  Indians.  Officers  are  not  always  moni  or 
careful  to  provide  for  the  first  of  their  amours. 
Tins  must  enforce  the  obligation  for  the  sake  of 
morality,  to  discourage  standing  armies  in  the  na- 
tion. No  men  are  treated  with  less  respect  acd  de- 
ference at  this  time  than  those  whe  are  parading  in 
regimentals,  and  recruiting  in  our  country  towns 
and  cities.  The  people  consider  them  as  nseless 
and  burdensome,  as  idle  and  dissipited,  and 
they  are  too  noble  to  forsake  honorable  industry 
to  feed  upon  the  vital*  of  their  country,to  extend  court 
influence,  or  to  be  allured  and  bribed  into  silence. 
When  they  are  not  preferred  in  promotions,  ne- 
glected military  men  generally  become  foes  to  that 
cause  whieh  neglects  to  employ  them,  and  the  enor- 
mous number  who  are  now  soliciting,  if  they  be- 
come unfriendly  to  our  Executive,  will  rive  an  al- 
most total  change  to  the  next  election,  unless  com- 
miaston*  and  pay  are  bestowed  on  them.  The  peo- 
ple, see  and  feel  this  in  every  part  of  the  conn- 
try.  Out  war  advocates  are,  therefore,  anxious  for 
hostilities.  The  war  and  election  being  over,  these 
officers  and  soldiers  will  be  sold  and  sacrified  on 


some  forlorn  hope,  for  our  folly  in  not  immediately 
petitioning  for  a  stop  to  the  further  progress  in  rais- 
ing a  standing  army.  General  Hamilton  was  mar- 
ried to  the  daughter  of  General  Schuyler  of  New 
York,  sister  of  Mrs.  Church.  Mrs.  Church,  then 
called  Carter,  was  co-contractor  in  the  late  army, 
with  Col.  Woodsworth,  both  of  whom  made  great 
fortunes  by  the  war;  and  the  son  of  Mrs.  C.  is 
about  to  marry  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Bingham  of 
Philadelphia,  the  Federal  Senator.  Thus  are  our 
advocates  for  war  connected  and  allied  together. 
Are  our  sons  to  fight  battles  that  a  certain  class  of 
men  may  reap  the  spoil,  or  enlarge  their  power  and 
fortunes  upon  our  destruction?  Such,  my  fellow- 
citizens  of  Connecticut,  are  ptrt  of  the  facts  which 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  to  present  for  your  con- 
sideration, before  you  permit  your  sons  to  enter  into 
wars,  which  may  destroy  both  you  and  them. 
Scarcely  removed  from  the  distresses  of  one  war — 
burdened  with  taxes — paying  heavy  charges  to  sup- 
port your  executive,  legislative,  judicial  and  eccle- 
siastical system,  you  are  to  be  upon  your  guard. 
Tour  prisons  are  crowded — lawyers  are  severe  and 
the  clergy  exact.  Information  is  excluded  from 
you,  by  fettered  presses,  and  you  cannot  be  too 
steadfast  in  the  defence  of  your  Government  and 
Constitution  which  were  earned  with  blood,  and  se- 
cured by  wisdom.  Who  are  to  fight  these  battles? 
The  exempts  in  our  list,  whose  occupations  in  cle- 
rical and  civil  capacities  excuse  them  from  services, 
or  those  who,  by  rancor,  have  excited  war  on  the 
part  of  the  French  Republic  against  the  United 
State*?  Some  want  a  war  that  the  public  may  be 
diverted  from  our  examination  into  their  proceed- 
ings. Others  to  make  fortunes  upon  the  public 
spoil n 

The  court  deemed  tbe^iblication  above  recited, 
libellous,  and  under  the  second  section  of  the  act, 
commonly  called  the  sedition  law,  passed  the  4th 
July,   1798,  which  section  is  as  follows,  po  wit: 

"And  be  U  further  enacUd,  That  if  any  person 
shall  write,  print,  utter  or  publish,  or  shall  cause  or 
procure  to  be  written,  printed,  uttered  or  published, 
or  shall  knowingly  and  wilfully  assist  or  aid  in 
writing,  printing,  uttering  or  publishing  any  fata, 
scandalous  and  malicious  writing  or  writings 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or 
either  House  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  in- 
tent to  defame  the  said  Government,  or  either  House 
of  the  said  Congress,  or  the  President,  or  to  bring 
them  or  either  of  them  into  contempt  or  disrespect ,or 
to  excite  against  them,  or  either  or  any  of  them  the 
hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  United  States,  Ac. 
then  such  person  being  thereof  convicted,  before 
any  court  of  the  United  States  having  jurisdiction 
thereof,  shall  b«  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
two  thousand  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  not  ex- 
ceeding two  years  " 

Upon  this  indictment,  Chariest  Holt  was  con- 
victed and  sentenced  by  the  court  to  be  imprisoned 
for  three  months;  to  pay  a  fine  of  two  hundred 
dollars,  and  the  cost  of  the  prosecution,  taxed  at 
twenty -nine  dollars,  and  to  stand  committed  until 
the  fine  and  cost  were  paid,  which  were  paid  as 
appears  by  the  exemplification  of  the  record  of- 
the  said  trial  and  proceedings  now  on  file  in  this 
House. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  sum  above 
recited  was  unconstitutional,  null,  and  void,  pasted 
under  a  mistaken  exercise  of  undelegated  power; 
and  that  the  mistake  ought  to  be  corrected  by  re- 
turning the  fine  ?o  obtained,  with  interest  thereon, 
to  said  petitioner.  The  committee  do  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  discuss  at  length  the  character  of  that 
law,  or  to  assign  all  the  reasons,  however  demon- 
strative, that  have  induced  the  conviction  of  its  un- 
constitutionality. No  question  connected  with  the 
liberty  of  the  press  ever  excitec  a  more  universal  and 
intense  interest — ever  received  so  acute,  able,  long 
continued,  and  elaborate  investigation — was  ever, 
more  generally  understood,  or  so  conclusively  set- 
tled by  the  concurring  opinions  of  all  parties  after 
the  heated  political  contest  bad  passed  away.  All 
that  remain  r  now  to  be  done  by  the  Re- 
preten'atives  of  the  people  who  condemned  this 
act  of  their  agents  as  unauthorized  and  transcend- 
ing their  grant  of  power,  to  place  beyond  question, 
doubt,  or  cavil,  that  mandate  of  the  Constitution 


prohibiting  Congress  from  abridging  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  and  to  discharge  an  honest,  just,  moral, 
and  honorable  obligation,  is  to  refund  from  the 
Treasury  the  fine  thus  illegally  and  wrongfully  ob- 
tained  from  one  of  their  citizens;  for  which  purpose 
the  committee  herewith  report  a  bill 

The  report  was  accompanied  by  a  bill;  which 
was  read  twice,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  the  bill  and  report  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  John- 
ston,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
/or  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  and  the  bill  and  report  ordered  to  be  printed 

Mr.  T.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry  J.  Defreesmd 
Stephen  Jermy,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompa- 
nied bv  a  bill  for  their  relief,  which  was  read  t 
first  and  second  time,  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  and,  with  the  report,  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN,  from  the  same  Commit- 
tee, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Se- 
nate, entit'ed  ''An  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  make  an  arrangement  or  compro- 
mise with  any  of  the  sureties  on  bonds  given  to  the 
United  States  by  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector 
of  customs  for  the  port  of  New  York,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 
FOURTH  INSTALMENT  OF  DEPOSITRS. 

Mr.  STANLY,  in  conformity  with  notice  here- 
tofore given,  on  the  21st  of  December  last,  asked 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment 
of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States,  according  to 
the  acts  of  June,  1836,  and  October,  1837,  when 
the  public  debt  is  paid,  and  to  release  the  States 
from  all  obligation  to  pay  either  of  the  instalments. 

On  the  question  of  granting  leave,  the  ytas  sad 
nays  were  demanded,  and  were,  yeas  66,  nays  83, 
as  follows: 

YEAS- Messrs.  Adams,  Jno.  W.  Allen,  Baker, 
Boardman,  Brockway,  Casey,  China,  Chittenden, 
Clark,  James  Cooper,  Cranston,  Edward  Danes, 
Garret  Davis,  Deberry,  Delict,  Edwards,  Eftteu, 
Fillmore,  Gates,  Giddings,  Goode,  Graves,  Oria- 
nell,  Hall,  Henry,  Hoffman,  James,  Charles  Joaa- 
ston,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Kempshalt,  Line, 
Lincoln,  McCarty,  Francis  Mallery,  Mason,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Morgan,  Calvary  Moms,  Mor- 
row, Osborne,  Peck,  Randall,  Rariden,  Heed, 
Ridgway,  Russell,  Simonton,  I  Slade,  Trumaa 
Smith,  8tan1y,  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast,  Toland,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Un- 
derwood, Edward  D.  White,  Lewis  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  and  Winthrop— 66. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Athatton,  Banks, 
Beatty,  Black,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  William  0. 
Butler,  Bynum,  John  Campbell,  Carroll,  ftas* 
msta,  Clifford^  Connor,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Wm.  B. 
Cooper,  Crabb,  Crary,  Cross,  John  Davis,  Dean, 
Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Earl;  Eastman,  Ely,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Gerry,  Goggin,  Griftln,  Hammond,  Hand, 
John  Hastings,  Hawe«,  Hawkins,  '  Hubbard, 
Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Nam. 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Elk, 
Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lowell,  Loess,  Me-  • 
Ctelian,  McCulloch,  McKay,  Meredith  Mallery, 
Moatanya,  Samuel  W.  Morris..  Parrish,  Panncster, 
Paynter,  Petrtkin,  Picken*,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Ed- 
ward Rogers,  James  Roger**,  Sa»uels3haw,AJbert 
Smith,  Thomas  Smi  h,  Starkweather,  Steenrod, 
Strong,  Sweoer,  P.  P.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Totney,  Vanderpoel,  Vroom,  David  D.  Wegener, 
Warren,  Watterson,  Welter,  Wick,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  and  Henry  Williams— 83.  -1 

So  the  House  refused  to  grant  leave.  , 

On  motion  of  Mr. 'NATHANIEL  JONES,  me! 
Committee   on    Revolutionary   Claims  was  dh>i 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  the  heirs  of  Edwari  Pannell,  and  the  petiooa  , 
wa«  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NATHANIEL  JONES,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  unfnvortbln| 
reports  upon  the  petitions  of  Sally  C.  WeawoofJ 
and  Eiizi  S.  Wenwocd,  the  heirs  of  Sarlton  Wood* 
sonj  and  Nicholas  Murray  and  others,  heirs  of 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


167 


James  Murray;  which  reports  were  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  NATHANIEL  JONES,  the 
Cbmmiitte  oa  Revolutionary  Claims  was  dis- 
charged from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  the  heirs  of  F.  W.  Smi'h,  late  a  lieutenant 
ia  the  army;  and  the  same  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  oa  Claims. 

Mr.  ELY,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolutiona- 
ry Claim!,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
representatives  of  Lieut  Rignol  Hillary,  made  a 
report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their  re- 
fer? which  was  read  twice,  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  Hou*e,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  ELY,  from  the  same,  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  representatives  of 
Nathaniel  Irish,  made  a  report  thereon,  aceompa* 
nied  by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  read  twice,  •  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ELY,  from  the  same  committee,  made  un- 
favorable reports  upon  the  petitions  of  Marcus 
Brown,  the  heirs  of  Capt.  Joseph  Mkhaux,  and 
Nathan  Williams:  laid  upon  the  table. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  ELY,  the  same  committee 
warn  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petitions  of  Margaret  Cbapen  and  George 
Frisme;  and  said  petition*  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PARMBNTER,  from  the  same  committee, 


made  unfavorable  reports  upon  the  petitions  of  the 
have  of  Jonathan  Snowden,  Catharine  Telfair, 
daughter  of  Captain  Isaiah  Wool,  and  the  heirs 
of  Wood  Jones;  which  reports  were  laid  on  the 


Oa  motion  of  Mr.  PA RM ENTER,  the 
eammittet  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Thomas  Ktates;  and 
the  same  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Reveln- 
nonary  Pensions. 

Mr.  PARMRNTER,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  beta  of 
Colonel  Thomas  Knowltoo,  made  a  report  thereon, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of 
the  seven  years'  half  pay,  due  on  account  of  the 
services  of  Thomas  Knowltoo,  deceased,  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution:  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  HALL,  from  the  time  committee,  made  an 
anfavarable  report  upon  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of 
Bphraim  Bo  wen;  when  report  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  HALT.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  un- 
favorable reports  in  the  cases  of  Edward  R.  Lau- 
rens, administrator  of  Thomas  Rmledge;  of  Henry 
Hobson,  legatee  of  Joseph  Hobson,  deceased;  of 
the  heirs  of  John  Godell,  deceased;  of  the  heirs  of 
Robert  Vance,  deceased;  of  the  heirs  of  Dr. 
Charles  Taylor;  of  the  heirs  of  Augustin  Willett; 
which  reports  were  severally  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
•  table. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  from  the  same  commit. 
tee,  made  unfavorable  reports  in  the  cases  of  the 
heirs  of  Richard .Cbenoweih,  deceased;  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  heirs  of  Samnel  J.  Alton;  on  the  petition 
of  Humphrey  Willard;  on  the  petition  of  Josiah 
Briscoe;  which  reports  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY,  from  the  Revolutionary 
Committee,  made  a  report  upm  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  Richard  Shobrick,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  their  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

On  motion  of  TRIPLRTT,  the  same  committee 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  John  Maddox;  and  the  same  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 


On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims  was  discharged  fiom  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
of  Major  General  Duportail,  Brigadier  General 
Armand,  and  Major  De  la  Combe;  and  the  same 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 


Mr.  CALHOUN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri. 
ttie  Lend  Claims,  made  a  report  upon  the  petition 
tfQbed  P.  Lacey,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
ftiief;  read  twice  and  committed)' 


Mr.  VROOM,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "an  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the 
the  final  adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Mis- 
souri, approved  9th  July,  1832,  and  the  act  sup- 
plementary thereto,  approved  2J  March,  1833," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment:  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  JAME30N,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "an 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptiste  Comeau,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment:  committed. 

Mr.  J.  from  the  same  Committee,  made  a  report 
upon  the  petiiion  of  James  Port  Ma?e  ia  the  right 
of  bis  house,  reported  a  bill  to  confirm  Margaret 
Adalaide  Muse  in  her  claim  to  a  certain  tract  of 
land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana;  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  DELLETT,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Yalerain  Al- 
laioe,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief:  read 
twice,  and  commuted. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  DELLETT, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  Samuel  Noma  and  Frede- 
rick Sangrain,  and  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  D.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  back, 
without  amendment,  S-nate  bill  entitled  "An  act 
confirming  to  George  Tucker,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Alabama:  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  D.  also  reported  back  to  the  House,  Senate 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Chas.  Mor- 
gan of  Louisiana,  without  amendment:  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  unfavorab.e  report  upon  the  petition  of 
Narcisf  a  Carmouch;  which  report  was  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOARDMAN, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  Robert  Graham,  and  that  the 
petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  the  same. 

Mr.  CROSS,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Jacob  Thomas,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  thereon;  which  report  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  C.  from  the  same  committee,  also  reported 
back  to  the  House,  without  amendment,  Senate  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  pa- 
tent to  the  heim  or  legal  representatives  of  Fran- 
cis Rivaod,  deceased:"  committed  to  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WICK, 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  Peter  Randon,  and  that  it 
be  laid  Upon  the  table. 

On  reports  being  called  from  the  Committee  on 
Manufacture*, 

Mr.  ADAMS,  after  some  brief  remarks  in  ref- 
lation to  the  bill  heretofore  reported  by  that  com- 
mittee for  preventing  frauds  in  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  moved  that  said  bill  be  made  the  special 
order  for  the  92d  instant. 

On  the  question  being '  taken,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative,  as  follows— yeas  66,  nays  59,  not 
two-thirds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  entitled  uAn  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Nathan 
Pryor,  deceased,  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  and  that  if  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BBLL,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, to  which  wa*  referred  the  Senate  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gordon  S.  Hubbard,  Ro- 
bert H.  Einzie,  and  others,  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment 

Mr.GOGQIN,from  the  Commitee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  reports  adverse  to  the  following  pe- 
titions, vis:  Of  Mrs.  Frances  Barr,  for  eompensa* 
tion  for  the  services  of  her  husband  in  the  late 
war;  of  Mrs.  Frances  P.  Gardiner,  the  wife  of 
Captain  G.  W*  Gardiner,  for  the  renewal  of  pen- 
sion; of  Mrs.  Rosanna  McConn,  for  five  years' 


half  pav,  etc.  on  account  of  the  services  of  her 
husband,  a  soldier  of  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain;  which  reports  were  laid  en  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  G.  also,  from  the  same  commitee,  made  a 
report  adverse  to  the  petition  of  Henry  Rogers  and 
William  Rogers,  asking  the  passage  of  an  act  of 
Congress  to  enable  them  to  surrender  a  military 
land  warrant,  and  to  receive  half  pay  for  their 
father'*  services;  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  G  aWo  a&ked  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  me- 
morial of  Elkanah  Watson,  setting  forth  the  ad- 
vantages to  the  United  States  of  a  railroad  for  mi- 
litary purposes  from  Port  Kent,  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  to  Ogdensborg,  in  New  York.  Committee 
discharged. 

Mr.  G.  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gene- 
ral Daniel  Parker.  Laid  on  the  table,  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SUMTER, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
to  whivh  was  referred  the  petition  of  Gonom  and 
Monrose,  in  relation  to  the  system  of  telegraphs* 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
and  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table.  * 

Mr.  KEMBLE,  from  the  Committee  oa  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  authorize  the  en- 
listment of  boys  in  the  army  of  the  United  8tate* ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  K.  also  reported  a  joint  resolution  far  print- 
ing map  of  Northwest  Territory;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  and  committed. 

Mr.  K.  also  reported  a  bill,  accompanied  by  a 
report,  to  reimburse  the  State  oi  Vermont  for  ser-  ' 
vices  of  her  militia;  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  K.  also  reported  a  bill  to  authorise  the  en- 
listment of  militia  in  Florida  for  one  year;  which   . 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  W.  0.  BUTTLER  presented  additional  tes- 
timony in  the  ca«es  of  Susan  Foster,  Rebecca  Mo- 
Pberson,  and  Martha  Gonly;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  B.  also  reported  a  bill  appropriating  f  10,000 
for  the  repair  of  the  buildings,  and  the  purchase 
of  additional  around  at  the  Newport  barracks,  in 
the  Sttte  of  Kentucky;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  MONTANYA,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  upon  the 
Stition  of  Mary  B.  Baboon,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
arriden;  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  M.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
report  upon  the  petition  of  Joseph  Morrell,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  DICEERSON,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  unfavorable  repoptsupon  the  petitions  of  Sa- 
rah A.  Bacon,  widows  of  Federick  A.  Bioon;  Jaa. 
Barroo,  and  James  Jackson  of  England;  laid  oa 
the  table. 

Mr.  REED,  from  ihe  same  committee,  made  a 
report  upon  the  petition  of  James  Glynn  and 
other  8,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  read 
twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  BROCKWAT,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Mary  Ripley, 
widow  of  Jabes  Ripley,  accompanied  by  a  bill;  read 
twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  CUSHING,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Se- 
nate entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  the  port  of  Cayenne,  in  the  colony 
of  French  Guiana,  and  to  remit  certain  duties," 
repotted  the  same,  without  amendment:  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CUSHING,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested,  if  ia  his  judgment  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  service,  to  communicate  to  this 
House  the  documents  and  other  information  in 
possession  of  the  Executive,  regarding  the  claims 
of  the  United  Sates  on  the  Government  of  Hayti. , 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on 
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Foreign  Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  upon 
the  petition  of  Alexander  Scott;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  PICKENS,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported, withoat  amendment,  Senate  bill  entitled, 
••An  aet  to  authorise  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  refund  the  duties  collected  on  the  French  ship 
Alexandre:"  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  "making  further  provision  for  the  ex- 
ploration and  surrey  of  that  part  of  the  Northeast- 
ern boundary  line  of  the  United  States  which  sepa- 
rates the  States  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  from 
the  British  Provinces:"  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  MORGAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Territories,  made  a  report,  asking  leave  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  Jacksonville,  East  Florida, 
for  a  renewal  of  their  city  charter:  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  same  committee,  asking 
leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  J.  H.  Bronson,  E.  B.  Gould, 
and  Joseph  8.  Sanchez,  for  changing  the  place  of 
holding  criminal  courts:  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Legislative  Council 
of  Florida  to  change  the  time  of  meeting  of  the 
council:  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Also,  a  bill  authorizing  the  adjustment  of  losses 
sustained  by  citizens  of  Floiida  in  1814,  by  the 
United  States  troops:  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  to  which  was  referred 
Senate  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

An  act  granting  a  pennon  to  Lemuel  White; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Collins; 

An  act  for  (he  relief  of  David  Waller; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Basset! ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Many  Brett y man; 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  which  said 
bills  were  severally  committed. 

Mr.  T.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Barnes,  widow  of  Elijah 
Barnes,  reported  the  same  with  amendments:  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  BROCK  WAY,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Phillis  Talton, 
made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
her  relief:  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  unfavorable  reports  upon  the  petitions 
of  Polly  Downing,  Mary  Adams,  Mary  Pike, 
Rewland  Ledbetter,  William  Angles,  Ebenezer 
Johnson,  Conrad  Widrig,  John  Latham,  Samuel 
Edgecomb,  Thomas  Butman,  Matthew  Boughton, 
Margaret  Glenoer,  and  Edward  Brooks:  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  HAND,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
bills  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Bishop,  Hainan 
Baldwin,  and  Mary  Reed,  formerly  widow  of 
Francis  Ryan,  accompanied  by  a  report  in  each 
case;  which  bills  were  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  H.  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
adversely  upon  the  petitions  of  Mary  Hitchcock, 
Daniel  McCarty,  John  Clark,  and  John  B.  Fulks: 
laid  on  the  table. 

.On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  the  same  committee  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petitioos  of  Jemima  Bixbe,  John  Grigsby,  and 
Squire  Ferris,  and  tbey  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EDWARD  DAVIS,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  8amnel 
Patch,  and  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Plumb,  accompa- 
nied by  a  report  in  each  ease;  which  bills  were 
read  twice,- and  commi'ted. 

Mr.  PECK,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
bills  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Lydia 
Hoard,  and  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  Decker, 
accompanied  by  a  report  in  each  case;  which  bills 
were  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  PECK,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
adversely  upon  the  petitions  of  K'siah  Ronsom; 
Henry  Andrews,  widow  of  Henry  Blackstrre;  and 
Samuel  Campbell  which  repons  were  laid  upon 
ft*  table. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  ANDREWS,  the  same  com- 
mittee were  discharged  from  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  the  petitions  of  Benjamin  Gallop  and  Wil- 
liam Moore;  George  W.  Kelly;  Elizabeth  Gibbs; 
Daniel  Ingolls;  and  Hannah  Branch;  which  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CARR,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions,  reported  the  following  bills, 
viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Black; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hogg; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Adams,  formerly 
widow  of  John  Greene; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  8arah  Woodard; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mercy  Lord; 
which  were  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.     . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CARR,  the  same  committee 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Catherine  Vanderbelt;  Thomas 
Brown;  Barbara  Forbes;  Thomas  Harvey;  and 
George  S.  Hawkins;  and  the  latter  petition*  were, 
on  his  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

On  motion  ef  Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  leave  wg 
given  to  Rebecca  McCaun,  and  the  heirs  of  David 
Brooks,  to  withdraw  their  papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OSBORNE,  leave  was  given  to 
Susan  Ellwood  to  withdraw  her  petition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAND,  leave  was  given  (o 
Daniel  J.  Taylor  to  withdraw  his  petition  from  the 
files  of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  CALVARY  MORRIS,  from  the  Commit, 
tee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  without  amend- 
ment the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  McNeil:"  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CALVARY  MORRIS,  frcm  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  William-  R. 
Jsynes,  Daniel  Dunham,  and  Wilfred  Knott,  ac* 
companied  by  a  bill  in  each  case,  except  Daniel 
Donham;  which  bills  were  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  CALVARY  MORRIS,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  adversely  upon  the  petition  of  Pe- 
#ter  Houston;  laid  on  the  table. 

Oa  motion  ot  Mr.  CM.  the  same  committee 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  William  Cunningham;  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STRONG,  the  Fame  com- 
mittee were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petitions  of  Christopher  Lambert,  Con- 
rad Herty,  David  Penhailow,  and  Asa  Devrington, 
and  the  said  petitions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  S.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  ad- 
versely upon  the  petitions  of  Elizabeth  Shame,  and 
Hugh  Nenllay;  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  S.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  bills 
for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Chase,  John  Hicks,  and  Sa- 
muel B.  Hugo,  accompanied  by  a  bill  in  each  case; 
read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  DOAN,  from  the  same  committee,  made  ad- 
verse reports  upon  the  petitions  of  Philip  Anspacb, 
Reuben  M.  Gibbs,  Jacob  Miller,  and  William 
Simms;  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  the  same  committee  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  po- 
tion of  John  Godfrey;  and  "the  petition  was  laid  on  ♦ 
the  table. 

Mr.  ED  WARD  3,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported bills  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Bean,  Field- 
ing Pratt,  and  George  Hommell,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  in  each  case;  which  bills  were  twice  read  and 
committed.    - 

Mr.  E.  from  the  same  committee,  made  adverse 
reports  upon  ihs  petitions  of  EHea  A.  Schcnnck, 
Coffin  Sao  born,  Peleg  Fall  man,  Moses  Archer,  and 
William  Newton;  which  .we  re  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DOAN,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
bills  for  the  relief  of  Samnel  Dicy  and  Hngh  Wal- 
lace Warmley,  accompanied  by  a  report  in  each 
case;  which  bills  were  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  John  Piper  and  Wil- 
liam Batter  field,  accompanied  by  bills  jn  each  case; 
which  bills  were  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr-C.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  ad- 
verse reporte  upon  the  petitions  of  Deantha  Thom- 


son, widow  of  William  Thomson,  and  Gideon  A. 
Perry:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  made  unfavorable  reports  upon 
the  petitions  of  Jeremiah  Wright,  Palmer  Branch, 
John  Aston,  John  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Davis,  John 
Spear,  and  James  Bailey;  which  reports  were  or- 
dered to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  C.  also  made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  Hunt,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  bis  re- 
lief; which  was  lead  twice,  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHITTENDEN,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Mary 
Davenport;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Bar.  S.  W.  MORRIS,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  sundry  bills,  viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Neil  Shannon; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  M.  Roberts; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Westlake;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lyman  M.  Cooke; 
accompanied  by  a  report  in  each  case;  which  bilk 
were  severally  read  twice,  and  committed  to  n  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  S.  W.  MORRIS  also  made  unfavorable)  re- 
ports upon  the  petitions  of  Elisha  Plumb,  John 
Steer,  George  Miller,  William  Parker,  a  Seneca 
Indian,  Robert  Marshall,  Benjamin  Walker,  and 
Betsy  D.  Buskirk;  which  reports  were  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  W.  MORRIS,  the  Coenmifr- 
tee  on  Invalid  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Robert 
Acheart,  and  the  petition  was  leferred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  to  which  was  referred  Senate 
bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriation  to  com- 
plete the  removal  of  the  raft  of  Red  river,  and  for 
other  purposes,  reported  the  same  without  aanend- 
ment;  which  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whele. 

Mr.  HOPKINS,  (in  behalf  of  Mr.  Jiaraa  Gin- 
lard,  who  is  confined  by  sickness,)  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  continue 
in  force  the  first  section  of  an  act  entitled  "An  net 
to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military 
land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys  thereon  to 
the  General  Land  Office,"  approved  July  7,  1838; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GALBRAITH,  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  was  discharged  from  the  conside- 
ration of  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Alleghany 
river,  between  Pittsburg  and  Olean,  and  the  bill  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  end  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BEATTY,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents, 
reported  back  Senate  bill  entitled  uAn  act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  useful 
arts,"  without  amendment;  which  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  B.  also  reported  Senate  bill,  without  amend- 
ment, entitled  "An  act  to  make  certain  appropria* 
tions  for  the  Patent  Office;"  which  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  B.  alsimadea  report  on  (he  petition  of 
John  Pettibone,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  extend 
the  patent  heretofore  granted  to  Daniel  Pettibone; 
which  was  re-id  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LEONARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Bail  lings  and  Grounds,  made  a  report  upon  the 
petition  of  Hngh  Stewart,  accompanied  by  a  biit 
for  bis  relief;  whirh  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  L.  the  Committee  on  PabJic 
Buildings  and  Grounds  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  8aannel 
Atclrsson,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Colnmh:a. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  L  the  pame  committee  was 
discharged  from  the  fanner  eon?i«1rra»ion  of  the 
petition  of  A.  W.  D«nbam,  and  it  was  laid  upon 
the  table.  *^ 

Mr.  L.  from  the  same  commute*,  reported  a  join 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


169 


t  (or  the  relief  of  Mastefton  and  8mith, 
amtjaetors  f or  the  marble  work  on  the  General 
Post  Office  Building ,  and  for  other  purpose*;  which 
was  lead  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to  moorow. 

Mr.  L.  by  leave,  presented  a  petition  of  Jacob 
Kerr,  praying  remuneration  in  land  or  money  for 
the  lost  of  sundry  bounty  land  warrants  of  which 
he  has  been  defrauded  by  the  dishonesty  of  a  Go- 
ferameat  agent;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  T.  W.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee 
on  Mileage,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  more  uni- 
form rate  of  computing  mileage  and  per  diem  com- 
peaoanon  of  members  of  Congress;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  btate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD,  (in  behalf  Mr.Jomr  W.  Da- 
t»,  who  is  confined  by  sickness,)  from  the  Select 
Committee,to  which  was  referred  a  letter  from  John 
C.  Rivet,  one  of  the  printers  to  the  House,  dated 
the  31st  ultimo,  and  the  memorial  of  Hngh  A. 
Garland,  Clerk  of  the  House,  dated  the  4ih  inttant, 
(both  communications  referring  to 'a  controversy 
between  the  parties,  as  to  the  power  of  the  Clerk  to 
control  the  binding  of  Congressional  documents, 
and  the  printing  of  the  special  orders  of  the  House,) 
made  a  report  thereon,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Elf  c- 
how,  reported  a  bill  regulating  the  taking  testimo- 
ny in  cases  of  contested  elections,  and  for  other 
purposes;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  VANDRRPOEL,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
•upper,  of  the  Military  Academy  for  the  year 
184 J;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  CommiUee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOKES  of  Virginia,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  was  discharged  from 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  city 
council  of  St  Louis,  asking  an  appropriation 
for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  the 
city  of  St  Louis :  of  the  petition  of  the  inha- 
bitants o(  Preble  county,  Ohio,  in  relation  to  the 
Cumberland  road;  and  of  the  petition  of  the  Mo- 
bile and  New  Orleans  Railroad  Company;  which 
were  severally  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  same 
eonynittee  was  discharged  from  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  papers  in  relation  to  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  purchase  of  a  silo  and  erection  of  an 
arsenal  at  Charleston,  Sooth  Carolina,  *hich  pa- 
pers were  laid  upon  the  table. 

da  motion  of  Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia,  the  same 
committee  was  discharged  from  the  fort  her  consi- 
deration of  the  petition  of  Asa  Arming  ton,  and  it 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Ephraim  W.  Burr  and  A.  P.  Smith  of  Rhode 
Island;  Which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
CommiUee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  H.  also  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petitionofC.de  la  Hailandiere;  which  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  JARED  W.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  ihe  peti- 
tion of  Pearson  Cogswell,  Jate  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict of  New  Hampshire,  made  a  report  thereon, 
accompanied  by  a  b  II;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ecmmtited  to  a  Committee  of  ihe  Whole. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  (<An  act 
few  the  relief  of  Daniel  G.  Skinner  of  Alabama,1' 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  which  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RUSSELL,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  Senate  bills  en'it'f  d  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Epbraim  D.  Dickson/1  reported  the 
tame  without  amendment;  which  was  commited  to 
at  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  R.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  were 
referred  Senate  bills  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief 
of  James  H.  Relfe,wand  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
dements,  Bryan  and  Company,"  reported  the  same 


with  amendments;  which  were  severally  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  R.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  John  C.  Reynolds,  late  disbursing  agent  of  the 
Indian  Department,"  made  an  adverse  report  there- 
on; and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Commutes  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  R.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  Senate  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  autho- 
rize the  Secretary  of  War  to  adjust  and  pay  to  Ben- 
jamin Murphy,  of  Arkansas,  the  value  of  his  corn, 
cattle,  and  bogs,  taken  by  the  Cherokee  Indians  in 
the  month  of  December,  1828,  made  an  unfavora- 
ble report  thereon;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  W.  Nye,  as- 
signet  of  Peter  Bar gy,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
thereon;  which  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  D.  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  Senate  bill  entitled  *  An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Loomis  and 
Abel  Gay,  approved  July  2,  1836,"  made  an  ad. 
verse  report  thereon;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whale. 

Mr.  D.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
further  to  con  tin  ne  in  force  the  "Act  for  the  pay- 
ment of  horses  and  other  property  lost  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States;"  which  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  Senate  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  settle  the  accounts  of  Francis  Gehon,  late 
marshal  of  Wiskonrau,"  made  an  adverse  report 
thereon,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  G.  also  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  Ann  Mason  Tutt;  which  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  CURTIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Se- 
nate entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  procure  steam  vessels  for  the 
revenue  service;"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment:  committed. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  adversely  on  (he  petition  of  Wm. 
Jones,  late  Postmaster  of  the  City  of  Washington: 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TOLaND,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rebecca 
Gnest,  executrix  of  John  Guert,  deceased;  ac- 
companied by  a  report;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

A  message  wss  received  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  Mr.  Abraham  Van  Buren,  his 
private  Secretary,  notifying  that  the  President  did, 
on  the  21  of  February,  instant,  approve  an  enrolled 
bill  entitled  "An  act  making  temporary  provision 
for  lunatics  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 

The  following  metsage,  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  on  the  8th  instant,  was 
read  as  follows: 

To  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  Statu. 

I  siransmit  herewith  the  copy  of  a  report  from 
the  commissioners  for  the  exploration  and  surrey 
of  the  Northeastern  boundary,  in  addition  to  the 
documents  sent  lo  Congress,  with  a  reference  to  a 
further  appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the  duty 
entrusted  to  thecoramission. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  February  8,  1841. 

Ordered,  That  said  message  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  CRABB  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  explain  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jermison  and  Williamson,1'  approved  March  3, 
1839;  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  on  leave,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing, viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Jack- 
sonville, Alabama,  by  White  Plains,  Adrian's  Per* 
ry,  on  Tallapoosa  river,  Alabama  Gold  Mines,  to 
Carrollton,  Georgia.    Also,  of  establishing  a  route 


from  Lowsville,  Mediae  n  county,  Alabama,  te 
Trenton,  in  Jackson  county,  same  State. 

And  then,  at  a  quarter  past  5  pi  m.  the  House 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturday,  February  13, 1841. 

After  the  journal  had  been  read, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLIFFORD,  the  House  re* 
solved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  'Banks  in  the  chair)  for 
the  purpose  of  considering,  during  the  morning 
hour,  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  completing 
the  survey  of  the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  9 
United  States. 

It  was  discovered,  however,  that  the  bill  had  been 
sent  to  the  printers,  and  that  it  could  not  be  obtain* 
ed  in  any  reasonable  time. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  of  New  Hampshire  hoped  the 
committee  would  take  up  the  bill  recently  intro- 
duced by  him,  extending  for  five  years  the  act  of 
1838,  granting  half  pay  to  certain  widows  and 
orphans. 

Mr.  PICKENS  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  committee  waa 
counted  by  tellers — ayes  40,  noes  81. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

The  CHAIR  here  decided  that  the  rales  were 
suspended  for  the  special  purpose  of  acting  on  *- 
particular  subject,  and  that  it  would  not  therefore 
be  in  order  to  take  up  any  other  matter. 
.  A  bill  was  here  furnished  by  Mr.  Cdshiho,  of  ihe 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  which  he  said  waa 
a  copy  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  asked  the  Chaib  if  this  were 
the  identical  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Affairs. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  he  could  answer. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  would  not  receive  his  an- 
swer, and  demanded  that  the  Chaie  or  Clerk  re- 
spond to  the  inquiry  whether  the  bill  now  present- 
ed was  the  identical  bill  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  Clerk  answered  it  was  not. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  it  was  a  true  copy. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  called  on  the  House  not  to 
act  upon  any  bill  which  was  not  the  bill  actually 
reported  to  the  House,  and  spoke  as  to  the  danger 
which  mipht  arise  from  the  practice  now  proposed 
to  be  pursued  by  substituting  a  bill  said  to  be  a  copy 
of  the  bill. 

As  the  true  bill  could  not  be  produced,  another 
motion  was  made  that  the  committee  rise. 

And  the  question  being  put,  a  quorum  did  not 
vote;  upon  which  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
that  fact. 

The  SPEAKER  counted  the  House,  and  reported 
that  a  large  quorum  was  present;  and  the  House 
again  resumed  its  session  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  EVANS  admitted  that,  according  to  a  strict 
adherence  te  rule  or  form,  the  objections  taken  by 
Mr.  Dromgoole  were  correct;  but,  in  point  of  fact, 
the  House  in  almost  all  cases  acted  upon  bills 
which  were  only  transcripts  of  the  originals,  k 
acted  npon  printed  bills,  the  originals  being  filed 
away  in  the  Clerk's  office. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  explained,  and  showed  that 
the  bills  upon  which  the  House  usually  acted  were 
equal  to  the  originals,  as  they  were  the  official 
printed  copies|from  the  originals;  the  originals  them- 
selves, if,  any  doubt  arose,  being  not  only  within 
reach  of,  bnt  in  fact  within  the  actual  possession 
of,  the  House,  and  might  be  considered  as  actually 
before  it. 

The  original  bill  stilt  not  being  forthcoming—. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee rise. 

The  question  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  there  ap- 
peared— ayes  44,  noes  82. 

After  remarks  from  several  gentlemen  as  to  (ha 
proper  course  of  proceeding — 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  that  the  committee  do  pro- 
ceed  to  act  upon  the  bill  substituted  by  Mr.  Cuss* 

1N0. 

The  question  was  pat— Ayes  99,  noes  50. 

And  so  the  committee  determined  to  acLon  the 
bill  handed  in  by  Mr.  Cushimo. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  asked  if  there  was  any  mode 
by  which  it  could  be  ascertained  that  the  biU  whfcjhj 
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the  committee  had  voted  to  act  upon  was  a  true 
transcript  of  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  CUSH1NG  thought  it  was  too  late  to  ask 
that  question.  The  committee  had  decided  to  act 
upon  the  transcript  handed  in  by  him,  copy  or  no 
copy.  Mr.  C.  went  on  to  explain  the  provisions 
of  the  bill,  and  stated  that  il  was  identical,  is  sue* 
•fan*,  with  the  original. 

.  Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  reducing  the  appropriation  from  $75,000  to 
|37,500. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  f37,500,  and  inserting  030,000 

Some  discussion  followed,  directed  mainly  to  the 
proper  extent  of  the  appropriation,  in  which  Messrs. 
ALBERT  SMITH,  UNDERWOOD,  CUSHING, 
BAWES,  PETRIKIN,  PICKENS,  TILLING 
HAST,  and  VANDERPOEL  (ihe  latter  of  whom 
suggested  a  compromise  of  #50,000)  participated. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  was  proceeding  to  make  some 
remarks,  when,  the  honr  having  elapsed,  the  Chair- 
man announced  the  fact;  and  the  committee  there- 
upon rose,  (without  action,)  and  reported  progress 
BURNING  OF  THE  CAROLINE  AND  TB11 
CASE  OF  McLEOD. 

Mr.  PICKENS,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  made  the  following  report,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President,  transmitting 
a  correspondence  with  the  British  Minister  in  rela- 
tion to  the  burning  of  the  steamboat  Caroline,  and 
the  demand  made  for  the  liberation  of  Mr.  Alexan- 
der MeLeod,  respectfully  report: 

It  appears  that  the  steamboat  "Caroline"  was 
seized  and  destroyed  in  the  month  of  December, 
1837.  The  committee  are  induced  to  believe  that 
the  facts  of  the  case  are  as  follows:  The  boat  was 
owned  by,  and  in  possession  of,  a  citizen  of  New 
York.  She  was  cleared  from  the  City  of  Buffalo, 
and,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  December, 
1837,  she  left  the  port  of  Buffalo,  bound  for  Schlos- 
8er,  upon  the  American  side  of  the  Niagara  river, 
and  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  The 
original  intention  seemed  to  be,  to  run  the  boat  be- 
tween Buffalo  and  Schldsser,  or,  perhaps,  from 
Black  Rock  dam  to  Schlosser,  and,  should  it  seem 
profitable,  it  was  intended  to  run  her  also  to  Navy 
Island/and  touch  at  Grand  Island  andTonawanda. 
Her  owner  was  Mr.  Wells,  said  to  be  a  respectable 
citizen  of  Buffalo,  and  it  is  obvious,  his  intention  in 
putting  op  the  boat  was  one  of  speculation  and 
profit  entirely.  The  excitement  upon  that  portitn 
of  the  frontrer,  at  this  period,  had  collected  a  great 
many  in  the  neighborhood — some  from  curiosity— 
some  from  idleness— and  others  from  taking  an  in- 
terest in  the  unusual  and  extraordinary  collection  of 
adventurous  men  gathered  together  at  that  time  on 
Navy  Island.  Navy  Island  was  "nominally  "  in  the 
British  "territory." 

The  owner  of  the  Caroline  took  advantage  of 
these  circumstances  to  make  some  money  with  his 
boat,  by  rnnning  her,  as  a  ferry  boat,  over  to  Navy 
Island.  All  these  facts  appear  from  testimony 
regularly  taken,  (see  H.  K.  Doc.  No.  302,  page  46 
and  39,  2d  Session,  25  h  Coogrtss,)  and  the  com* 
mittee  know  of  no  legal  evidence  to  contradict 
them.  There  is  no  proof  that  any  arms  or  mu- 
nitions of  war  were-  carried  in  the  boat,  except, 
perhaps,  one  small  six- pounder  field-piece  belonging 
to  a  passenger.  Toe  principal  object  was  to  run 
the  boat  as  a  ferry  brat  from  Schlosser,  on  the  Ame- 
rican side,  to  Navy  Island,  on  the  British  aide.  »  It 
is  believed  that,  even  in  war,  a  neutral  power  has 
the  right  to  trade  in  contraband  articles,  subject,  of 
course,  to  seizure  and  confiscation,  if  taken  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  either  of  the  contending  parties. 
What  is  contraband  of  war  is  not  always  certain. 
Treaty  stipulations  frequently  include  some  arti- 
cles, and  exclude  others  recognised  in  the  law  of 
nations.  Trading  in  contraband  articles  is  no  ex- 
cuse for  invading  the  territory  and  soil  of  a  neutral 
and  independent  power,  whose  private  citizens  may 
choose  to  run  the  hazards  of  snch  a  trade.  In  this 
instance  there  were  no  two  foreign  powers  engaged 
in  war;  but  all  concerned  in  the  outbreak  or  excite- 
ment within  the  British  jurisdiction,  claimed  to  be 
British  subjects,  in  resistance  of  the  authorities  of 
Qanada,  a  province  of  the  British  empire.    Even 


admitting,  then,  that  the  Caroline  was  engaged  in 
contraband  trade,  yet  it  was  with  citizens  who 
claimed  to  be  subjects  of  the  same  empire  with 
those  who  were  styled  the  legitimate  officers  of  the 
Province.  Abstractly  speaking,  how  was  a  private 
citizen  to  decide  who  were  right  and  who  wrong  in 
these  local  disputes?  And  which  portion  of  citizens 
of  the  same  province  must  our  citizens  refuse  to 
have  any  communication  with?  But  the  boat  was 
merely  used  for  one  day  as  a  ferry  boat;  and  on  the 
night  of  the  day  she  commenced  running,  she  was 
seized  while  moored  at  the  wharf  in  Schlosser,  and 
burnt.  Several  men  were  assassinated;  certainly 
one,  who  fell  dead  upon  the  dock.  Now  the  insi- 
nuation of  the  Briti&h  Minister,  that  Schlosser  was 
"nominally"  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  may  well  be  retorted,  as  we  can  with  equal 
(rath  say  that  Navy  Island  was  "nominally"  within 
the  "territory"  of  the  British.  Government;  for  at  the 
period  to  which  we  allude,  the  people  collected  there 
had  as  effectually  defied  Canada  authorities  as 
any  portion  of  our  people  had  disregarded  ours. 
Yet  British  authority  thought  proper  to  pass  by 
Navy  Island,  then  in  its  "nominal"  territory,  and 
in  the  plenitude  of  its  pjwer,  to  cast  the  aegis  of 
British  jurisdiction  over  American  soil.  This  was 
truly  extending  over  us  that  kind  guardianship 
which  they  bad  not  the  ability  at  that  time  to 
extend  to  a  portion  of  their  own  territory,  and 
which  recommends  itself  to  us,  full  as  much  from 
its  assumption  as  from  its  love  of  right  or  law. 

The  British  Minister  ii  pleased  also  to  call  the 
Caroline  a  "piratical  steamboat."  The  loose  epi- 
thets of  any  one,  no  matter  how  high  in  place, 
cannot  make  that  piracy  which  the  law  of  nations 
does  not  recognise  as  such.  Pirates  are  freebooters, 
enemies  of  the  human  race;  and  eminent  jurists  de» 
scribe  them  as  ravaging  every  sea  and  coast  with 
no  flag  and  no  home.  Piracy  comes  under  the  con- 
urrecnt  jurisdiction  of  all  nations.  Even  in  the 
worst  point  of  view  that  it  can  be  considered,  those 
connected  with  the  steamboat  Caroline  were  but 
^aiders  and  abettors  of  others  engaged  in  rebellion. 
And  the  committee  are  totally  at  a  loss  to  know 
upon  what  authority  rebellion  is  recognised  as  pi- 
racy. Bach  confounding  of  terms  is  resting  the 
case  upon  epithets,  instead  of  sound  law  or  facts. 
But  even  supposing  it  to  be  a  "piratical  boat,"  as 
the  Minister  asserts  it  to  be;  yst  the  moment  it 
touched  our  soil  it  fell  under  our  sovereignty,  and 
no  power  on  earth,  could  rightfully  invade  it. 

There  is  no  doctrine  more  consecrated  in  English 
history,  than  that  every  human  being  whe  touches 
the  soil  of  Great  Britain  is  immediately  covered  by 
British  law.  Suppose  one  of  her  vessels  were  cut 
from  the  bank*  of  the  Thames  and  burnt  by 
Frenchmen,  and  British  citizens  were  assas- 
sinated at  night,  and  the  French  Minister  were 
to  avow  that  they  acted  under  the  orders 
of  his  Government,  and  that  the  vessel  was 
"piratical,"  and  the  citizens  murdered  were 
outlaws— then  there  is  not  an  Englishman  whose 
heart  would  not  beat  high  to  avenge  the  wrong,  and 
vindicate  the  rights  of  his  country.  The  law 
there  is  the  law  here.  And  there  is  no  Internation- 
al law. consistent  with  the  separate  independence  of 
nations,  that  sanctions  the  pursuit*  of  even  pirates 
to  murder  and  arson  over  the  soil  and  jurisdiction 
of  one  of  the  States  of  this  Confederacy.  No 
greater  wrong  can  be  done  to  a  country  than  inva- 
sion of  soil.  If  it  can  be  done  with  impunity  at 
one  point,  and  on  one  occasion,  it  can  be  done  at 
another,  and  the  nation  that  submits  to  it,  finally 
binks  down  into  drivelling  imbecility.  If  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  state  of  things  at  Schlosser,  and 
the  conduct  of  those  who  bad  control  of  the  Caro- 
line, had  first  been  made  to  the  propet  authorities 
of  New  York,  or  of  the  United  S'ates,  then  there 
would  have  been  some  show  at  least  of  respect  for 
our  sovereignty  and  independence,  and  a  disposi- 
tion to  treat  us  as  an  equal.  But  in  this  case,  as  if 
to  treat  our  authorities  with  contempt,  there  was  no 
preliminary  demand  or  representation  made. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  outrage  was  perpetrated  by 
a  party  in  sudden  beat  and  excitement,  upon  their 
own  responsibily.  But  the  British  Minister  now 
avows  that  "the  act  was  the  public  act  of  persons 
obeying  the  constituted  authorities  of  her  Majesty's 
Province,"  and  again  affirms  that  "it  was  a  public 


act  of  persons  in  her  Majesty's  service,  obeying 
the  orders  of  their  superior  authorities." 

If  this  had  been  the  first  and  only  point  of  colli- 
sion with  Great  Britain  it  might  not  have  excited 
such  interest/  but  there  lean  assumption  in  moat  of 
our  intercourse  with  that  great  powerrrevohing  to 
the  pride  and  spirit  of  independence  in  a  free  pen* 
pie.  If  it  be  her  desire  to  preserve  peace,  her  true 
policy  would  be  to  do  justice,  and  show  that  courte- 
sy to  equals  which  she  has  always  demanded  from 
others.  The  committee  do  not  desue  to  press 
views  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  particularly  as  a 
demand  has  been  made  by  our  Government  upoa 
the  Government  ef  Great  Britain  for  explanation 
as  to  the  outrage  committed,  the  answer  to  which 
it  is  hoped  will  prove  satisfactory. 

As  to  the  other  points  presented  in  the  demand 
made  by  the  British  Minister  for  the  "liberation" 
of  Alexander  MeLeod,  the  committee  believe  the 
facts  of  the  case  to  be,  that  the  steamboat  was 
seized  and  burnt  as  stated  before,  and  that  a  citi- 
zen or  citizens  of  New  York  were  murdered  in  the 
affray.  And  there  were  reasona  to  induce  a  belief 
that  MeLeod  was  pariicep$  crimbu*.  He  was  at 
first  arrested,  and  upon  various  testimony  being 
taken,  was  then  discharged.  He  was  afterwards  ' 
arrested  a  second  time.  Upon  the  evidence  then 
presented,  he  was  imprisoned  to  await  his  trial. 
There  was  no  invasion  of  British  territory  to  seize 
or  take  him.  But  upon  his  being  voluntarily  with- 
in onr  territory,  he  was  arrested  as  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  charged  with  a  similar  offence, 
might  have  been.  We  know  of  no  law  of  nations 
that  would  exempt  a  man  from  arrest  and  impri- 
sonment for  offences  charged  to  be  committed 
against  the  "peace  and  dignity"  of  a  State,  because 
he  is  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  or  because  he  com. 
miued  the  crime  at  the  instigation  or  under  the  au- 
thority of  British  Provincial  officers;  much  less  do 
we  know  of  any  law  that  would  justify  the  Presi- 
dent to  deljver  him  up  without  trial,  at  the  demand 
and  upon  the  assertion  as  to  facts,  of  any  agent  of 
the  British  Government.  If  we  bad  been  at  open 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  McLeed  had  commit- 
ted the  offences  charged,  then  he  might  have  fallen 
under  the  roles  and  regulations  of  war,  and  been 
treated  as  a  prisoner  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, and  would  have  been  subject  to  the  laws  of 
nations  in  war.  But  as  the  alleged  criminal  act*, 
in  which  MeLeod  is  charged  to  be  implicated,  were 
committed  ia  profound  peace,  it  is  a  crime,  as  far 
as  he  may  be  concerned,  solely  against  the  "pehce 
and  dignity"  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  her 
criminal  jurisdiction  is  complete  and  exclusive.  If 
the  crimes  committed  be  such  as  to  make  a  man. 
hottis  humani  genu*— an  outlaw— a  pirate,  in  the 
legal  acceptation  of  the  term,  then  under  the  law  of 
nations,  the  United  States  courts  and  tribunals 
would  have  jurisdiction.  But  the  offence  charged 
in  this  case,  committed  as  it  was  in  time  of  peace, 
as  far  is  this  individual  was  concerned,  was  one 
purely  against  the  lex  loci,  and  coming  exclusively 
within  the  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  tribunals  of  . 
New  York. 

The  Minister,  in  his  letter  of  the  13th  December, 
1340,  says:  "it  is  quite  notorious  that  Mr.  MeLeod 
was  not  one  of  the  party  engaged  in  the  destruction 
of  the  steamboat  Caroline;  and  that  the  pretended 
charge  upon  which  he  has  been  imprisoned  rests 
only  upon  the  perjured  testimony  of  certain  Cana- 
dians, outlaws  and  their  abettors,"  dec.  This  may 
perchance  all  be  so;  but  it  would  be  asking  a  great 
deal  to  require  an  American  court  to  yield  jurisdic- 
tion,  and  surrender  up  a  prisoner  charged  with  of- 
fences against  the  law,  upon  the  mere  ipsa  durit  Of 
aoy  man,  no  matter  how  high  in  authority.  Whe*  - 
ther  MeLeod  be  guilty  or  not  guilty,  is  the  very 
point  upon  which  an  American  jury  alone  have  a. 
right  to  decide.  Jurisdiction  in  Stat*  tribunals  ever 
criminal  etui,  and  trial  by  a  jury  qf  las  ssnaw,  are 
essential  points  in  American  jurisprudence.  And 
it  is  a  total  misapprehension  as  to  the  nature  of 
our  sys'em,  to  suppose  that  there  is  any  right  in  the 
Federal  Executive  to  arrest  the  verdict  of  the  one, 
or  thwart  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other.  If  such  a\ 
power  existed,  and  were  exercised,  it  would  effec- 
tually overthrow,  and  upon  a  vital  point,  the  sepa- 
rate sovereignty  and  independence  of  these  States. 
The   Federal   Executive  might  be  clothed  wiQ* 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


171 


power  to  deliver  ip  fugitives  from  justice  for  of- 
fences committed  against  a  foreiga  State,  bat  even 
tea  it  might  not  be  obligatory  10  do  so,  unless  it 
were  made  matter  of  treaty  stipulation.  Thii  duty 
and  right  in  an  Executive  has  generally  been  con- 
sidered as  dormant,  until  made  binding  by  treaty 
arrangement*  But  when  the  matter  is  reversed, 
and  demand  is  made,  not  of  fugitives  from  justice 
for  offences  committed  against  a  foreign  power, 
bat  for  the  liberation  of  a  man  charged  with  of- 
fences against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  one  oC  our 
twn  Suvee,  then  h  is,  that  the  demand  becomes 
preposterous  in  the  extreme.  The  fact  the  offences 
were  committed  under  the  sanction  of  provincial 
authorities  does  not  alter  the  case,  nnless  we  were 
in  a  state  of  war.  In  such  cases  as  the  present, 
the  power  to  deliver  up  could  not  be  conferred 
apon  the  Federal  Executive  by  treaty  stipulation. 
It  could  only  be  conferred  in  tho*  e  cases  over  which 
jurisdjetiott  is  clear. y  delegated  by  the  Federal  Con- 
slituuoac    Such,  for  instance,  as  treason,  which  is 

an  rfene  against  the  conjoined  rovereignty  of  the 
fiuvei,  as  defined  in  the  Constitution.  Over  all 
eases  except  those  defined  in  the  Constitution,  and 
those  coming  clearly  under  the  laws  of  nation*,  the 
Slates  have  exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  the  trial  and 
punishment  for  offences  against  them,  are  incident 
to  their  separate  sovereignty.  It  is  not  pretended 
in  this  ease  that  there  is  any  treaty  stipulation  under 
which  me  demand  is  made;  and  the  Federal  Execu- 
tive, under  our  system,  has  no  power  but  what  is 
conferred  by  the  Constitution,  or  by  special  law  of 
Congress.  In  the  former  it  is  declared  that  "the 
Executive  power  is  vetted  in  a  President  of  the 
United  States,"  and  that  power  is  then  to  be  pointed 
-  out  and  defined  by  special  laws  passed  from  time 
to  time,  imposing  such  duties  as  are  thought  proper 
and  expedient  by  Congress. 

Your  committee  deem  it  dangerous  for  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  exercise  any  power  over  a  subject-matter 
not  conferred  by  treaty  or  by  law;  and  to  exercise 
it  m  nay  esse  in  conflict  with  State  jurisdiction, 
would  be  worse  than  dangerous,  it  would  be  usur- 
pation. 

But  your  committee  forbear  to  press  these  points 
further  at  present,  and  they  would  not  have  said  as 
much  on  such  clear  questions  of  international  law, 
hut  that  in  this  case,  the  demand  for  liberation  has 
been  made  by  the  accredited  agent  of  a  great  pow- 
er, and  under  circumstances  of  peculiar  aggrava- 
tion and  excitement. 

We  have  other  points  ef  difference  with  Great 
Britain,  which  add  interest  to  every  question  that 
arises  between  us  at  present.  Neither  our  North- 
eastern or  Northwestern  boundaries  are  yet  settled 
with  her,  and  the  subject  is  not  entirely  free  from 
difficulty.  She  has  recently  seized  our  vessels  and 
exercised  a  power  involving  the  right  of  tearch,  un- 
der the  pretext  of  suppresstcg  the  foreign  slave 
trade,  which,  if  persevered  in,  will  sweep  our  com- 
merce  from  the  coast  r  f  Africa,  and  which  is  in- 
compatible with  our  rights  as  a  maritime  power. 
She  has  recently,  in  her  intercourse  with  u«,  re- 
fused indemnity  and  denied  our  rights  to  property, 
on  a  subject-matter  vital  to  neat  one  half  the  States 
of  this  Confederacy,  and  which,  considering  ber 
military  position  at  Bermuda  and  her  growing 
power  in  the  West  Indies,  is*of  the  last  importance 
to  our  national  independence. 

AH  these  subjects  make  every  question  be- 
tween us,  at  this  peculiar  juncture,  of  the  deepest 
interest. 

Besides  thi«,  we  are  both  permanently  desiined 
to  have,  perhaps,  the  most  extensive  commerce 
of  modern  nations.  Oar  flags  float  side  by  side, 
over  every  sea,  and  bay,  and  inlet  ef  the  known 
globe. 

She  moves  steadily  upon  her  objects  with  an 
ambition  that  knows  no  bound*.  And  wherever 
the  has  had  a  conflict  of  interest  she  has  rarely 
yielded  to  any  power. 

At  this  moment  she  presents  to  the  civilized 
world  the  spectacle  cf  the  greatest  miliaiary  and 
commercial  power  in  combination  ever 'known. 

From  he*  vast  possessions  in  every !  quarter  of 
the  globe,  and  her  peculiar  commercial  system,  she 
has  been  made  the  reservoir  of  the  wealth  of  na- 
tion*. 


Her  internal  resources,  skill,  labor,  and  machi- 
nery, with  ber  capital,  are  beyond  calculation. 
Her  natural  position,  being  about  midway  the 
coast  of  Europe,  gives  her  great  control  over  the 
outlets  and  currents  of  commerce. 

Her  military  occupation  of  Gibraltar,  Malta, 
the  Ionian  islands,  and  recently  of  St.  Jean  d'Acre, 
give  her  ascendency  on  the  Mediterranean  and  the 
Levant,  while  St.  Helena  and  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  give  her  possession  over  the  currents  of  trade 
along  those  extensive  coasts.  Then  Bombay,  Cal- 
cutta, and  her  immense  possessions  in  the  East  In- 
dies, together  with  her  recent  movement!  in  the 
China  seas  and  islands,  enable  her  to  extend  her 
power  over  those  vast  regions  that  have  slumbered 
for  ages  in  solitary  and  enervated  magnificence. 
She  possesses  Falkland  island  but  to  control  the 
commerce  that  passes  around  Cape  Horn — while 
Trinidad  gives  ber  all  she  desires  in  the  Caribbean 
sea.  Halifax  at  one  point,  and  Bermuda  at  another, 
stand  out  in  great  force  over  our  own  coast  from 
one  extremity  to  the  other. 

Her  positions  all  ever  the  world  are  at  this  mo- 
ment, in  a  military  point  of  view,  equal  to  a  mil- 
lion of  men  under  arms.  Her  continual  conflicts 
in  the  mighty  regions  of  the  East,  only  enable  her 
officers  to  become  skilful  and  to  improve  in  the  art 
of  war,  while  her  great  armies  and  extensive  fleets 
draw  their  support  from  the  immense  countries 
seized  and  occupied.  In  the  present  juncture  of 
affairs,  no  statesman  can  overlook  these  things. 
Steam  power  has  recently  brought  us  so  near  to- 
gether, that  in  the  event  of  any  future  conflict, 
war  with  its  tffects  will  be  precipitated  upon 
with  much  more  rapidity  than  formerly. 

Avarice  and  ambition  are  the  ruling  passions  of 
modern  times,  and  it  is  vain  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the 
state  of  things  around  us.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
what  effect  steam  power  is  to  have  upon  changing 
and  modifying  the  whole  art  of  defence  and  war. 
It  may  be  a  great  engine  for  again  levelling  man- 
kind, and  reducing  every  thing  to  a  contest  of 
mere  physical  force.  In  that  event  it  might  be 
difficult  to  conjecture  what  system  of  national  de- 
fend will  Uandthe  leU  of  time  and  experience. 

We  have  a  deep  stake  in  peace,  and  fondly 
hope  the  repose  of  the  world  will  not  be  disturbed. 
We  have  certainly  not  the  least  desire  for  any 
rupture.  Firmness,  and  a  wise,  preparation,  will 
long  preserve  us  from  such  a  catastrophe.  But 
while  no  temptation  should  ever  prompt  us  to  do 
injustice  on  the  one  hand,  so  no  consideration,  on 
the  other  hand,  should  ever  induce  us  to  submit 
to  permanent  wrong  from  any  power  on  earth,  no 
matter  what  the  consequences  may  be. 

Your  committee  would  conclude  by  expressing  a 
firm  belief  that  all  our  points  of  difficulty  may  be 
honorably  and  amicably  adjusted,  and  that  harmo- 
ny may  long  be  preserved  by  both  Governments 
pursuing  a  liberal  and  generous  policy,  congenial  to 
the  interests  and  feelings  of  both  people,  and  com- 
patiblc  with  the  spirit  and  genius  of  an  enlightened 
age. 

Mr  PICKENS  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on 
the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  E VERB  FT  suggested  the  propriety  of  col- 
lecting and  printing  together,  in  one  pamphlet,  all 
the  documents  upon  the  subj  ct. 

Mr.  HAWES  objected  to  the  reception  of  the 
report,  unlets  it  was  in  order  to  make  n. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  report  could  not  be  re- 
ceived unless  by  consent  of  a'l  parties. 

Mr.  HAWES  then  objected. 

Several  members  sugges'ed  that  it  was  now  too 
late  to  make  the  objection,  as  the  report  was  actu- 
ally before  the  House,  and  motions  bad  been  made 
and  entertained  respecting  it. 

The  SPEAKER  here  decided  that  the  objection 
should  have  been  made  when  Mr.  Pickens  pro- 
posed to  submit  the  report;  that,  not  hearing  any 
objection,  he  had  received  the  report,  and  proposi- 
tions were  entertained  respecting  it;  and  that  it  was 
now  too  late  to  raise  the  oljection. 

Toe  reading  of  the  report  was  called  for,  and  it 
was  read  accordingly. 

.  Mr.  EVERE  IT  renewed  his  proposition  to  in- 
clude in  the  printing  alt  the  documents  upon  the 
subject,  a  list  of  which  he  furnished. 

Mr.  GRANGER  rose  and  moved  a  division  of 


the  question— first,  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table;  and  then,  on  foe,  motion  to  print. 

And  the  motion  to  print  being  debatable— 
\  Mr.  GRANGER  said  that  be  considered  this  re- 
port, if  acted  upon  and  adopted  by  the  House,  as 
approaching  very  nearly,  in  its  consequences,  to  a 
declaration  of  war,  if  the  British  Government 
should  desire  so  to  consider  it.  He  would  take 
'occasion  to  say,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  that  the  report  did  not  receive  bis 
assent.  And  he  felt  constrained  to  detain  the 
House  for  a  few  moments  whilst  he  assigned,  very 
briefly,  his  reasons  for  this  conclusion. 

What  (cod tinned  Mr.  G.)  was  the  position  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  when  tbey  en- 
tered upon  the  consideration  of  this  question?  My 
colleague  [Mr.  Fillmore]  had  called  upon  the 
State  Department  for  the  correspondence  which  had 
taken  place  in  relation  to  the  demand  for  the  libe- 
ration of  McLeod.  That  matter,  and  that  alone, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affair*. 
It  is  not  my  purpose  to  cttnsure  the  conduct  of  this 
Administration;  for,  so  far  as  my  judgment  can 
now  determine,  I  approve  fully  the  course  they 
have  taken.  That  opinion  may,  upon  further  re- 
flection, be  changed;  but,  a*  at  present  advised,  I 
consider  the  course  of  Mr.  Forsyth  to  have  been 
such  as  was  due  to  his  high  official  station  and  due 
to  the  character  and  dignity  of  this  nation.  But, 
so  considering,  and  representing  a  section  of  coun- 
try deeply  interested  in  this  question,  and  as  ready 
to  meet  its  consequences  as  tne  people  of  any  other 
section  of  this  Union,  I  still  dissent  from  the  re* 
port. 

What  does  it  embrace?    A  report  upon  matters 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs?  No; 
nothing,  as  I  have  stated,  was  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee but  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  de- 
mand for  the  liberation  of  McLeod,    Does  that 
committee  act  upon  a  call  ot  the  Executive  of  this 
nation,  made  upon  tbis  House,  to  place  before  the 
country  and  the  world  the  condition  of  things  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain?    No. 
The  Executive,  mindful,  as  we  are  bound  to  believe, 
of  the  honor  ef  the  country,  as  well  as  of  the  cha- 
racter of  his  own  administration,  has  not  thought 
proper  to  call  upon  either  House  of  Congress  for 
advice  in  regard  to  our  relations  with  Great  Bri- 
tain.  What,  then,  is  the  position  of  that  committee? 
Travelling  beyond  the  record,  they  come  forward 
and  present  (by  the  votes  of  a  bare  majority,  I  will 
say,  if  in  order)  a  report  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
is  not  pacific  in  its  character,  and  which  is  based 
upon  complaints  against  the  British  Government, 
not  one  of  which  has  been  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee.   When,  cr  by  whom,  have  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs  been  called  on  to  consider  sei- 
zures upon  the  high  sea%  or  this  alleged  right  of 
search?  which,  I  agree  with  the  committee,  is  one 
which  this  nation  is  not  likely  to  tolerate  in  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  now  exercised.    When,  or 
by  whom,  were  the  other  matters  of  controversy 
which  that  report  embraces  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitte  on  Foreign  Affairs,  that  they  might  make  re- 
port opon  them?    And,  if  so,  what  have  they  re- 
ported?   Have  they  sent  here  a  document  setting 
forth  the  alleged  grievances  of  this  country,  com- 
plain ieg  of  injustice  done  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  calling  for  the  action  cf  tbis  House  upon 
those  matters?    Has  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  came  forward  to  say  that 
he  is  prepared  to  recommend  appropriations  to  put 
the  country  in  a  proper  state  of  defence  to  meet  the 
emergency  which  such  a  report  as  this  may  create? 
Is  your  Commit  ee  on  Military  Affairs  teady  to  re- 
commend the  defences  which  should  be  provided 
if  tuch  a  report  is  to  go  forth  to  the  world,  under 
the  sanction  of  lhi«  House?    Has  your  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  sent  in  requisitions  to  put  your 
ships  in  commission,  that  you  may  be  prepared  to 
meet  on  the  high  seas  the  power  you  have  before 
met  and  crippled?    No.    There  has  been  no  such 
recommendation.    And  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  withont  recommending  any  action,  without 
even  coming  to  any  conclusion,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
except  that  Great  Britain  is  the  greatest  power  on 
earth,  and  we  the  humblest,  bring  here  a  report 
calculated  to  inflame  the  whole  nation;  and  to  let 
it  go  forth  to  the  world  that  we  are  making  ah  is* 
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sue  with  Great  Britain,  which  we  voluntarily  tender 
to  her,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  she  has  a  light 
lo  take  up  an  the  instant. 

Bat,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  considerations  con- 
nected with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  State  of 
Aew  York,  and  with  the  administration  of  justice 
within  her  borders,  that  demand  onr  attention.  Oa 
a  former  occasion  I  stated  on  this  floor  that  the  per- 
son whose  life  was  in  jeopardy  would  receive  at 
the  hands  of  a  jary  of  New  York  the  same  fair  and 
impartial  trial  which  rtould  be  secured  to  any  citi- 
zen of  that  State  who  might  be  arraigned  for  a  vi- 
olation of  its  laws;  bat  I  mourn  now  to  say  that, 
from  present  indications,  there  is  an  excitement  on 
the  western  border  of  New  Yoik,  growing  out  of 
the  arrest  of  this  man,  and  of  his  liberation  for  the 
moment,  which  is  already  sufficiently  great  to  make 
those* who  regard  the  lives  aiid  the  liberties  of  the 
people  of  this  country  pause  before  they  act  By 
this  time,  I  suppose,  the  grand  jury  of  Niagara 
county  has  closed  its  investigation.  The  current 
rumor  through  the  newspapers  of  tbe  day  i«,  that 
McLeod  has  been  indicted.  The*  people  of  that 
Fection  have  been  greatly  incensed  by  recent  trans- 
actions there.  Send  forth  this  paper  to  tbe  world, 
recommending  nothing,  and  being  nothing  but  a 
detailed  account  of  grievances  asainst  the  British 
Government,  with  a  few  hits  at  what  may  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  the  arrogance  of  her  course;  and  no 
man  can  answer  for  the  consequences  upon  the  life 
of  this  man.  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  endeavor  to 
postpone  this  question  until  the  trial  should  have 
passed.  I  believed'tbat  the  power  of  this  country 
could  never  be  exercised  with  a  higher  glory  to 
itself,  than  when  showing  to  the  world  that  whilst 
it  took  the  position  which  its  honor  demanded,  still 
that  the  humblest  individual  of  this  or  any  other 
country,  whose  foot  was  upon  oar  soil,  should  be 
sh:elded  by  the  mild,  the  just,  and  the  impartial 
operation  of  its  laws.  I  do  not  think  that,  without 
any  call  from  the  Executive,  without  anything 
having  been  laid  before  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Affairs  but  the  papers  relating  to  the  libera- 
tion of  this  man— I  ray  I  do  not  think  that  the 
honor  or  dignity  of  this  nation  required  that  we 
should  send  forth  a  declaration,  not  only  of  the  prow- 
ess of  Great  Britain  and  of  our  humility,  but  of  our 
readiness  to  meet  her  at  any  moment,  when  no  neces- 
sity existed  lor  such  a  threat;  and  when  the  voice  of 
this  House,  speaking  potentially  to  the  nation, 
might  be  considered  as  a  watchword  by  which 
every  man  on  the  Norhern  frontier  was  to  guide 
himself  in  hurrying  on  to  execution  this  sutptced 
foreigner.  If  he  should'  be  tried  and  found  guilty, 
let  the  penalty  of  the  law  be  exacted;  and  let  the 
people  on  the  frontier  of  New  York,  and  the  people 
throughout  tbe  widest  extremities  of  this  land,  be 
prepared  to  meet  the  consequences.  When  those 
consequences  shall  present  themselves,  not  only 
will  the  8tate  of  New  York  be  ready  to  meet  them, 
but  I  feel  sure  that  a  patriotic  feeling,  which  super- 
sedes  all  local  questions  and  merges  all  political 
differences,  will  rally  ibis  whole  nation  to  ihe  lescne. 
It  will  ihen  be  time  enough  to  act;  but,  in  tbe  name 
of  justice,  let  us  not  anticipate  that  event  by  in- 
flaming the  public  mind,  and  adding  to  the  horrors 
of  war  tbe  consciousness  that  we  have  interfered 
with  the  impartial  operation  of  our  Jaws  or  trifled 
with  their  supremacy. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
ADAMS,  PICKENS,  and  GRINNfiLL,  which 
resulted  in  a  motion  by 

Mr.  GRINNELL  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Pickcns,  (which  was,  that  ihe  report  be  laid  on 
the  table  and  printed,  as  above  stated,)  so  as  to  lay 
on  the  table  the  whole  subject;  that  was  to  say,  the 
report  and  the  motion  to  print  tbe  report,  Ac.  and 
oo  that  motion  Mr.  G.  asked  tor  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PICKENS  inquired  of  the  Speaker  whether 
that  motion  closed  tbe  debate? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  various  mem- 
bers, when  a  division  of  the  question  was  called 
for. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  suggested  to  Mr.  GaurNxix  that 
as  he  (Mr.  B.)  supposed  no  one  wanted  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  report  en  'the 
table,  it  would  save  time  to  withdraw  the  call  for 


them,  so  far  as  that  part  of  the  motion  was  affected. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  having  assented, 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  to  lay 
the  report  on  the  table  prevailed  without  a  division. 

So  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Tbe  question  'then  recurred,  and  was  taken,  on 
the  second  part  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gbinnell— 
to  lay  the  motion  to  print  the  report  on  the  table— 
and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative— Yeas  77, 
nays  110. 

So  the  motion  to  print  the  report,  Ac.  was  not  laid 
on  the  table. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Everett — 

Mr.  PICKEN8  said  he  had  a  few  remarks  to 
make  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Granger.] 

That  gentleman  (continued  Mr.  P.)  has  deliver- 
ed  a  regular  set  speech,  prepared  tor  the  occasion, 
with  tones  as  regular  as  if  they  had  issued  from  a 
bagpipe.  He  was  the  very  last  gentleman  here, 
judging  from  the  sentiments  he  expressed  a  few 
weeks  ago,  who,  I  should  have  supposed,  would 
have  found  his  patriotism  and  his  valor  oozing  out 
so  soon  from  tbe  palms  of  his  hands.  His  speech, 
in  my  opinion,  is  worthy  of  attention.  His  speaks 
as  one  clothed  with  authority,  and  I  regret  very 
much  the  course  he  has  thought  proper  to  pursue. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  declare  to  you  and  to  this 
House  that,  so  far  from  this  report  being  the  war 
report,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  has  cha- 
racterized it,  it  is  essentially  the  reverse.  To  speak 
our  sentiments  plainly  and  fearlessly  before  tbe 
world — to  declare  that  we  know  our  rights  and  dare 
maintain  them— must,  in  my  judgment,  have  a  ten- 
dency directly  the  reverse  of  that  which  the  gentle- 
man seems  to  anticipate* 

He  has  spoken  of  this  report  in  two  points  of 
,  view.  In  the  first  place  he  asserts  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  have  travelled  out  of  the 
record.  The  subject-matter  in  relation  to  the  "Ca- 
roline" and  to  the  demand  for  the  liberation  of 
McLeod,  I  consider  as  having  been  actually  and  in 
fact  referred  to  that  committee.  They  could  not 
separate  the  two  cases  so  as  to  present  them  in  an 
intelligible  point  of  view  to  the  country.  And  does 
he  say  that  that  part  of  the  report  is  beyond  the  record? 
Other  matters  have  been  mentioned  as  merely  as 
incidental,  by  way  of  illustrating  the  interest  thrown 
around  this  question,  and  with  no  intention  to 
arouse  any  hostile  feeling  in  this  or  any  other  coun- 
try. I  deny  the  imputation,  thrown  out  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  that  the  report  h*s  ar- 
rayed the  strength  of  Great  Britain  and  proclaimed 
our  own  weakness,  or,  as  he  terms  if,  our  own  hu- 
mility before  the  world.  It  does  no  such  thing.  I 
challenge  the  gentleman  to  lay  his  finger,  if  he  can, 
upon  a  single  sentence  which,  even  by  inference, 
proclaims  our  weakness  or  imbecility.  I  thought  it 
was  proper  to  present,  the  precise  condition  of 
things  to  the  country;  and  I  will  here  take  occa- 
sion to  say  that  the  report  was  written  by  myself, 
without  consultation  with  any  human  being,  save 
the  committee  to  whom  it  was  presented.  In  draw- 
ing it  up,  I  looked  over  the  whole  subject  matter;  I 
looked  at  the  g»eat  interests  involved;  I  looked  at 
the  f  os  it  ion  in  which  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  this 
House,  badplaced  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
before  the  nation  and  the  world,  and  I  felt  it  to  be 
a  duty  which  I  owed  to  this  House  and  to  my  coun- 
try to  utter  freely  and  without  reserve  the  sentiments 
we  entertained. 

The  gentleman  tells  us  that  the  Executive  has 
called  for  no  action;  that  it  is  due  to  the  Executive 
branch  of  the  Government  that  this  Hoose^should 
wait  until  it  hears  from  that  quarter.  Sir,  I  take 
the  reverse  of  that  position;  I  say  that  we  were  con- 
stituted, under  the  Federal  Constitution,  as  a  co-or- 
dinate and  independent  branch  of  this  Government; 
that  this  House  is,  in  tbe  contemplation  of  that 
Constitution,  the  peculiar  guardian  of  the  interests 
and  the  rights  of  this  Confederacy;  and  that  when 
any  subject-matter  is  legitimately  brought  before  it, 
it  is  not  only  onr  right,  but  it  is  our  duty  to  the  Consti- 
tution and  to  the  country  to  proclaim  our  sentiments 
upon  it  I  repel  the  idea  that  we  are  to  look  to  the 
Executive  branch  of  this  Government  for  dictation 
or  counsel  upon  any  question  that  may  be  supposed 


to  involve  tbe  interests  and  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple. < 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  my  .principal  object  m  reply- 
ing to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  is  to  declare,  aa  I  have  already  done,  thai 
this,  so  far  from  being  a  war  report,  is  of  a  pre- 
cisely contrary  character.  I  had  hoped  that  Ihe 
vote  might  have  been  taken  silently;  that  the  re- 
port might  have  been  laid  on  the  table  and  printed; 
that  there  should  have  been  no  panic;  that  no  dis- 
cussion should  have  sprung  up;  that  no  excitement 
calculated  to  arouse  the  people  of  this  country  by 
false  appeals  to  their  patriotism  and  their  honor, 
should  have  been  manifested  here.  But  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Foreign  Affairs  have  thought  thai  it  was 
proper  to  present  to  the  people  the  exact  questions 
at  issue  between  us  and  a  great  and  powerful  na- 
tion. We  thought— or,  at  all  events,  to  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  thought,  that  the  people  in  every 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  of  every  party,  land, 
for  the  last  two  years,  been  too  much  absorbed  in 
the  political  conflicts  of  the  day.  I  thought  it  was 
right  that  the  country  should  understand,  in  an  au- 
thentic farm,  the  points  at  issue  between  us  and 
Great  Britain,  and,  under  these  circumstances,  I. 
presented  this  report,  acting,  aa  I  do  on  all  other 
occasions,  under  a  conscientious  sense  of  my  dnty. 
Yes — I  was  resolved  to  do  my  duty,  leaving  the 
consequences  to  God.  These  are  the  principles 
upon  which  I  have  been  taught  to  act.  And  when 
I  bear  from  certain  quarters  appeals  to  tbe  honor, 
the  patriotism,  and  the  valor  of  the  people. of  this 
land — when  I  hear  indirect  annunciations  made 
that  the  accredited  heads  of  this  Government  have 
heretofore  neglected  their  doty  and  slept  on  ihe 
rights  of  the  country— I  have  a  right  to  expect  that 
those  gentlemen  who  make  such  appeals  and  snch 
annunciations  will  themselves  come  forward  en 
occasions  of  importance,  and  vindicate  the  senti- 
ments which  they  have  previously  uttered. 

As  to  the  allegation  that  this  report  will  have  the 
effect  of  exciting  the  people  on  the  border,  I  say  I 
should  rather  think  its  tendency  would  be  tbe  re- 
verse. The  people  there  have  been  greatly  excited; 
meetings  of  an  angry,  unnecessary,  and  an  on- 
called  for  character  have  taken  place,  and  recom- 
mendations were  made,  I  will  say,  of  unjustifiable 
meetings  in  this  very  case  in  relation  to  McLeod. 
These  things  have  beea  done,  and  why?  Because 
the  people  have  felt  themselves  wounded— they 
have  been  led  to  believe  that  this  Government  was 
neglecting  their  interests.  They  are  under  the  be- 
lief, whether  right  or  wrong,  that  we  have  too  long 
trifled  and  dallied  with  their  rights  and  feelings;  and 
if  we  prove  to  them  that  this  is  not  true— that  this 
Government  is  deposed  to  at!end  to  their  interests 
— to  avenge  their  wrongs,  and,  if  necessary,  to 
vindicate  their  rights,  they  will  once  more  took 
here  for  that  protection  which  the  Constitution  has 
pledged  to  them.  Such  a  course  will  produce  quiet, 
will  allay  excitement,  and  will  produce  repose  and 
contentment  on  that  extensive  frontier;  for  it  will 
satisfy  the  people  that  their  rights  will  not  softer  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  hold  the  reins  of  Govern- 
ment here.  I  will  not  go  into  any  of  those  delicate 
matters  referred  to  in  the  report  with  a  view  to  ex-, 
cite  any  feeling;  but  I  here  declare  that  id  sole  ob- 
ject was  to  call  public  attention  to  those  questions 
—to  prepare  the  people  for  the  issuts  which  might 
n  Innately  present  themselve?;  to  hold  up  to  them 
the  necessity  of  going  into  an  enlightened  system 
of  national  defence  suited  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
times — suited  to  Ihe  improvements  of  the  age,  not 
only  with  reference  to  Great  Britain  particularly, 
but  with  reference  to  our  rights  and  position  as  a 
free  and  independent  people  among  tbe  family  of 
nation?.  I  think  that  there  things  have  been  too 
long  neglected,  and  it  was  with  a  view  to  call  atten- 
tion to  them  and  to  the  great  questions  in  which  the 
people  of  this  Confederacy  are  so  deeply  interested 
that  this  report  was  made.  It  was  with  no  view  to  the 
excitement  of  a  war  feeling.  Far  be  it  from  me. 
The  section  of  the  country  from  which  I  come  is 
directly  interested  in  the  preservation  of  peace, 
and  we  should  be  tbe  last  people  to  be  urged  into  aa 
unnecessary  or  an  unjustifiable  war.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve there  is  any  danger  of  war,  if  we  do  our  do* 
ty  here,  as  the  guardians  of  the  public  honor  and 
the  public  liberty— if  we  show  to  the  world  we  aw 
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prepared  to  assert  our  rights.  But,  rely  upon  it,  1f 
you  lake  die  advice  which  indirectly  has  been 
give*  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York—if  you 
proclaim  aeau-offieiaMy  from  your  seats  here  that 
these  nutters  are  not  to  be  presented  in  their  tine 
tight  to  the  People,  then  there  will  be  danger  ef  a 
conflict:  for  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  roan— it  is  not 
in  the  nature  ot  a  nation  tike  this,  when  it  sees  a 
rival  pownr  contending  for  the  assendency  of  the 
world,  to  speak  language  of  submission  or  the  Ian* 
gatge  of  avoidance,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  A  great 
people Jifee  this  cannot,  under  such  circumstances, 
forbear;  and  they  wonld  be  pressed  upon  every 
point,  until  at  last  an  appeal  to  arms  and  to  the 
God  of  battles  became  inevitable. 

It  is  to   avoid  these  consequences— it   is  for 
Ike  purpose  of  letting  ihe  people  know  the  true 
condition  of  things  and  the  real  state  of  the  issue— 
that  this  report  has  been  presented.   I  ask  no  action 
■pen  it;  I  desire  to  say  nothing  that  can  be  con* 
strand  into  an  intimation  or  threat  that  war  is  to 
follow*    I  believe  the  contrary;  and  conscientious- 
ly viewing  the  matter  m  all  its  bearings,  I  present- 
ed this  report  upon  my  sole  and  entire  responsibili- 
ty, except,  as  I  have  said,  so  far  as  I  had  the  aid 
and  consultation  of  a  majority  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Affairs;  yes,  a  bare   majority,  as  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  has  told.    And  it  is 
wttu  regret  and  pain  that  I  contempfa'e  the  fact 
mat  it  is  only  a  majority  report    I  had  hoped  that 
apon  the  question  of  oar  foreign  relations  there 
went  no  parties  in  this  country,  and  that  we  should 
have  met  the  issue,  whatever  it  may  be,  as  a  united 
and  free  people  ought  to  meet  it. 
Mr.  ADAMS  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  it  to 
Mr.  GRANGER,  who  saidr  If  the  House  win 
listen  to  my  bag- pipe  a  few  moments  kmger,I  shall 
feel  exceedingly  obliged;  and  if  its  music  is  not  so 
loud  as  thai  of  my  friend  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Plenum]  it  is  only  because  I  cannot  fill,  my 
begs  with  as  much  wind  as  he  can  blow  into  his. 
So*,  I  speak  by  no  authority  other  than  that  of  a 
Representative  4f  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
York.    My  own  course  would  bave  been  to  suffer 
this  report  to  pass  by  in  silence,  leaving  to  the  ho- 
norable gentleman  from  South  Carolina  all  the  ho- 
nor of  its  authorship;  for  I  have  no  doubt,  and  ne- 
ver have  had  a  doubt  from  the  moment  when  he 
first  read  ir,  that  every  sentence,  every  word  in  it 
was  his  own.    I  have,  down  to  this  time,  supposed 
that  it  was  as  much  my  right  on  this  floor,  and  the 
right  of  any  other  member,  to  speak  mr  own  opi- 
nions without  fear  of  dictation,  as  it  was  the  right 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  utter  his. 
I  only  declare  that  the  opinions  I  have  expressed 
are  solely  and  exclusively  my  own,  without  con- 
saltation.  with  any  one.    I  should  not  hare  called 
lor  she  vending  of  the  report.    I  had  supposed,  un- 
til the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  taught  me 
better,  unit  the  Eiecutive  Departments  of  this  na- 
tion oosdocted  the  nesotiatijns  upon  all  delicate 
matters  between*  us  and  foreign  Governments.    I 
had  supposed  that  at  any  rate  for  the  last  twelve 
yearn  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  had 
churned  some  little  authority  ra  all  matters  connect* 
ed  with  our  foreign  relations;  and  I  should  have 
supposed  that  a  party  which  had  permitted  our  ar- 
my to  fall  into  disgrace— which  had  suffered  our 
navy  to  ran  down  to  a  state  of  even  acknowledged 
dilapidation— and  which  bad  permitted  the  whole 
border-eoantry  to  be  left  defenceless,  would  be  the 
last  upon  earth  to  present  such  a  document  as  this. 
1  trust  that  the  Administration  which  is  about  to  come 
into  power,  though  it  may  not  manifest  quite  so  hot 
a  courage  as  breathes  throagh  this  report,  will  show 
upon  the  nigh  seas,  upon  the  border,  and,  if  need 
be,  in  the  tented  field,  more  power  to  resist  the  ag- 
gressions of  a  foreign  foe  than  the  gentleman  and 
his  friends  bave  exhibited.    If  it  doesno',  it  will 
disappoint  the  hopes  cf  the  pe  pie  o*f  this  country, 
audi,  tor  one,  want  none  of  it.    Let  pi  ep  a  ration 
he  made.    Let  the  unfortunate  man  now  in  con- 
finen*eni  be  fried  according  to  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Mew  York,  unbiassed  by  the  action  of  this 
House,  and  let  the  nation  calmly  await  the  i&ue. 
The  awkman  says  that  my  courage  has  sud- 
denly "oozed  out  from  the  palms  of  my  hands." 
I  acknowledge  that  life  has  for  me  many  charms; 
probably  no  nan  clings  to  it  with  greater  tenacity 


than  I  do,  or  is  more  closely  bound  by  all  the  en- 
joyments of  the  present  life  and  responsibilities  of 
the  future.  I  never  speak  of  my  courage,  nor  pro- 
fess to  bave  been  uborn  insensible  to  fear."  All  I 
have  te  say  is,  that  when  the  laws  of  my  own 
Bute  and  of  the  nation  shall  have  been  executed, 
and  consequences  are  to  be  met,  all  differences  of 
opinion  between  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina and  myself  upon  this  and  all  other  questions 
will  be  buried  in  our  love  of  country,  and  we  will 
be  found,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  battling  in  the  com- 
mon cause. 

Mr.  ADAMS  addressed  the  House  at  considera- 
ble length.  He  expressed  himself  desirous,  for  the 
sake  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Pickens,]  who  had  declared  himself  to  be  the  sole 
author  ot  this  report,  that  the  gentleman  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  examining  it  coolly  and 
impartially,  with  reference  to  the  opinions  not  of 
one  party  alone,  but  of  both  parties. 

Mr.  PICKENS  was  here  understood  to  disavow 
all  party  considerations  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  ADAMS  disclaimed  any  intention  to  cast 
censure  on  the  gentleman.  All  he  wished  was, 
that  the  report  might  be  recommitted,  in  order  that 
the  gentlemen  might  see  whether  both  parties  in  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  could  not  come  here 
with  a  report  receiving  their  unanimous  sanction,  or, 
at  all  events,  with  a  report  not  sanctioned  by  a  close 
party  vote,  as  this  had  been.  If  this  was  not  done, 
it  would,  in  the  eye  of  the  country,  of  the  world, 
and  of  posterity,  appear  to  be  the  policy  of  a  de- 
feated enemy  in  war  abandoning  a  tenement  and 
setting  fire  to  it  upon  their  letrea'. 

After  alluding  to  the  criticisms  of  Mr.  Pickens 
on  the  party  views  here  in  reference  to  the  contro- 
versy with  Great  Britain,  and  to  the  general  una- 
nimity of  opinion  which  he  (Mr.  A.)  contended 
had  prevailed  here  on  that  subject,  (with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  which  he  enumerated,)  Mr.  A.  al- 
luded to  the  ground  taken  that  ibis  was  a  concilia- 
tory report.  The  people,  Mr.  A.  thought,  -would 
form  a  very  different  estimate  of  it.  What  was 
the  dissertation  on  the  ambition  and  the  grasping 
spirit  of  Great  Britain?  Were  such  charges  gene- 
rally received  by  nations  as  being  of  a  friendly 
character)  Suppose  the  charges  to  be  true,  was  it 
conciliatory  or  courteous  to  array  them  here?  It 
was  something  of  the  conrtesy  and  conciliation 
which  Captain  Fluellen  (in  one  of  the  plays  of  the 
great  dramatist)  showed  to  Ancient  Pistol,  when  he 
said  to  him,  "Got  pless  you,  Ancient  Pistol,  you 
scurvy,  lousy  knave,  Got  ple<s  you.*'  He  wished, 
therefore,  thtt  the  report  should  be  recommitted, 
and  that  all  those  parts  which  related  to  the  general 
policy  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  her  ambitious  cha- 
racter and  power,  might  be  left  out.  And,  as  to 
the  question  of  right  or  wrong,  which,  after  all, 
was  to  be  the  basis  of  our  controversy  with  Great 
Britain,  if  we  were  to  press  it  re  a  war,  he  wished 
a  report  on  the  subject  itself,  based  on  the  corre- 
spondence here,  that  we  might  see  whether,  under 
the  laws  of  nations,  weould  maintain  the  position 
we  bad  assumed  in  regard  to  the  Caroline.  And 
this  point  Mr.  A.  argued  whh  much  force,  urging 
upon  the  House  not  to  put  itself  in  the  wronr.  by 
any  undue  act  of  its  own.  If  we  were  t*  go  to 
war  with  Great  Britain,  it  should  be  a*  a  united 
people.  He  believed  that  a  war  would  be  one  of 
ihe  greatest  misfortunes  that  could  befall  the  coun- 
try; and  be  confessed  that  it  was  with  no  small  de- 
gree of  anxiety  that  he  entertained  fears  that  it 
would  come  to  that  inevitable  result  He  looked  to 
it  with  apprehension  and  pain,  but  not  without  con- 
fidence that,  if  we  went  into  a  war,  we  should  come 
out  with  glory  and  honor,  as  we  bad  already  come 
out  of  two  wars. 

Mr.  EVERETT  followed  at  great  length,  and 
the  general  points  of  his  argument  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

He  felt  an  embarrassment,  lie  paid,  in  speaking 
on  this  subject,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  was  being 
debated  with  open  doors;  and  he  had  si  id  many 
things  in  committee  which  he  could  not  -say  here, 
but  which  he  would  say  if  the  doors  were  closed. 
What  was  the.  position  of  the  Home?  One  Ad- 
ministration was  about  to  go  out  of  power,  and 
another  to  come  in— and  the  one  going  out  (in  30 
days)  was  taking  measures  to  compromit  the  one 


coming  in— and  to  prescribe  the  course  it  should 
follow,  or  at  least  to  embarrass  it.  If  he  knew 
hinuelf,  he  had  never  viewed  this  as  a  party  ques- 
tion: it  was  one  which  involved  all  parties.  His 
own  opinion  was,  that  no  action  on  the  part  of  this 
House  was  necessary,  this  correspondence  having 
been  communicated  in  answer  to  a  call  made  by 
one  of  its  members.  It  was  the  peculiar  duty  of 
the  Executive  to  conduct  these  matters,  and  it  was 
not  for  this  House  to  interfere  unless  there  was 
some  remissness  on  the  part  of  the  Executive. 

He  was  desirous  that  the  report  should  be  re- 
committed, and  that  the  committee  should  make  a 
specific  report  on  the  subject  matter  which  had  been 
referred  to  it. 

Mr.  E.  then  asked  what  was  the  state  of  the 
question  as  it  now  stood,  and  what  were  the  grounds 
taken  by  the  British  Government,  dec.  and  proceed- 
ed to  read  the  following  statement  of  facts  as  ga- 
thered from  the  official  documents: 

The  facts  material  to  the  subject  submitted  to 
the  commute  are,  that,  en  the  night  ot  the  39th 
December,  1837,  a  detachment  of  the  British  forces 
stationed  at  Chippewa,  in  the  Province  ot  Upper 
Canada,  crossed  the  Niagara  to  Sehlotser,  in  the 
Slate  of  New  York,  and  there  made  a  hostile  at- 
tack on  the  steamboat  Caroline,  the  property  of  an 
American  citizen,  kil'ed  and  wounded  a  number  of 
American  citizens,  captured  the  boat,  towed  her  in- 
to the  current,  set  her  on  fire,  and  sent  her  in  flames 
over  the  falls. 

On  the  5th  January,  1638,  the  Secretary  of  State 
communicated  to  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  Minister,  a 
copy  of  the  evidence  furnished  to  the  Department 
of  this  "extraordinary  outrage,  committed  from  her. 
Britannic  Majesty's  Province  of  Upper  Canada  on  tre 
persons  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  JVeie 
York,"  and  staling  that  "it  would  necessarily  form 
.the  subject  of  a  demand  for  redress  upon  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government." 

On  the  6  h  February,  Mr.  Fox  communicated  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  a  despatch  from  Sir  Francis 
Head,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Upper,  Canada,  con- 
taining the  distinct  avowals,  that  the  Caroline  was 
destroyed  by  order  of  Colonel  McNabb,  command- 
ing the  militia  in  her  Majesty's  service,  and  that 
he  (Sir  Frsncis)  approved  the  act. 

On  the  22d  May  Mr.  Stephenson  presented  the 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty 'j  Go- 
vernment. After  referring  to  those  avowals,  te 
said  that,  "under  such  circumstances,  it  was  not  to 
have  been  expected  that  the  whole  proceeding  could 
be  regarded  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  manifest  act  ef 
hostile  and  daring  aggression  upon  its  rights  and  sove- 
reignly, utterly  inconsistent  with  all  the  principles 
of  national  law,  and  whoUly  irreconcilable  with  the 
wholly  and  peaceful  relations  of  the  two  countries" 
that  "The  ease,  then,  is  one  of  open,  undisguised,  4md 
unwarrantable  hostility  "  He  concludes  by  ex- 
pressing the  confident  expectation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  that  the  whole  proceed- 
ing will  not  only  be  disavowed  and  disapproved, 
but  that  such  redress  as  the  nature  of  the  case  ob- 
viourly  requires  will  be  promptly  made.11  To  this 
our  Government  waits  the  final  answer  of  the  Bri- 
tish Government.  * 

On  ths  13th  November  last,  Alexander  McLeod 
a  British  subject,  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  by 
the  authorities  of  the  State  of  New  York,  on  a 
charge  of  arson  and  murder,  as  having  been  en- 
gaged in  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  Caro- 
line. 

On  the  12th  December,  the  British  Minister 
made  a  demand  on  the  President  for  the  release  of 
McLeod,  on  the  ground  that  the  destruction  of  the 
Caroline  woe  a.  public  act  of  persons  in  her  Majesty's 
sertice,  obeying  the  orders  of  their  supeiisr  authorities, 
and  that  the  act,  according  to  the  iu  ages  of  nations, 
can  only  be  the  subject  of  discussion  between  the 
two  national  Governments. 

To  this  demand  the  Secretary  of  State  has  re- 
plied thai  the  President  has  no  power  under  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Union  to  interpose 
between  McLeod  and  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  State  if  New  York— aod  thst « the  President  is 
not  aware  of  any  principle  of  international  law,  or 
indeed  of  reason  or  justice,  which  entitles  such 
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offender*  to  impunity  before  the  legal  tribunals, 
when  coming  Yoluntarity  within  their,  independent 
and  undoubted  jurisdiction,  became  they  acted  in 
.  obedience  to  their  superior  authorities,  or  because 
their  auts  have  become  the  subject  of  diplomatic 
discussion  between  the  two  Governments."  And 
that,  "if  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  was  a  pub- 
lie  aet  of  persons  in  her  Majesty's  service,  obeying 
the  orders  of  their  superior  authorities,  this  fact 
has  not  been  before  communicated  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  by  a  person  authoristd  to 
make  the  admission;  and  it  will  be  lor  the  court 
which  has  cognisance  of  the  offence  with  which 
Mr.  McLeod  is  charged,  to  decide  on  its  validity 
when  legally  established  before  it." 

The  British  Minister,  expressing  his  regret 
at  the  decision,  has  referred  the  subject  to  his 
Government. 

From  these  premises,  Mr.  E.  after  expressly 
disclaiming  any  intention  te  say  who  was  right  or 
who  was  wrong,  tnd  arguing  as  to  what  might  be 
the  course  of  the  British  Government,  drew  the 
conclusion  that  the  diplomatic  discussion  on  the 
subject  was  not  closed,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Fox  had 
referred  himself  to  his  Government  for  instructions; 
that  as  yet,  therefore,  no  definite  issue  had  been 
made  up,  and  that  it  would  be  time  enough  to  act 
when  the  British  Minister  had  received  the  reply 
of  his  Government. 

Mr.  B.  deprecated  the  excitement  which  had 
been  manifested  on  the  border,  declaring  that  it 
ought  to  receive  no  countenance  from  any  one.  He 
regarded  any  action  on  the  part  of  this  House  as 
improper,,  so  long  as  negotiations  were  pending; 
and  hoped  that  the  report  would  be  recommitted  to 
the  committee  with  instructions  to  report  something 
of  the  following  character: 

"It  appearing  that  the  reciprocal  complaints  re- 
ferred to  in  the  correspondence  submitted  on  the 
subjects  of  diplomatic  discussion  between  the  Go- 
vernments of  the  two  countries,  the  committee  hav- 
ing entire  confidence  that  the  rights  and  honor  of 
the  United  States  will  be  sustained  by  the  Execu- 
tive, and  entertaining  the  hope  that  the  controversy 
will  be  brought  to  a  satisfactory  termination,  are  of 
the  opinion  that  no  action  of  this  House  is,  at  this 
time,  necessary.  They,  therefore,  aik  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub* 
ject." 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  and  said,  that,  in  tthe 
course  of  the  debate,  he  had  been  anticipated  by 
other  gentlemen  in  much  that  he  intended  to  say. 

The  qaestion  was  of  as  much,  if  not  more,  im- 
portance to  his  section  of  country  than  to  any 
other;  and  he  desired  to  express  bis  opinions  in  re- 
lation to  the  vote  he  had  just  given  in  favor  of  the 
'motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  coupled  with  a  motion 
to  print. 

I  may  (continued  Mr.  F  )  have  mistaken  the  pur- 
port of  this  report;  I  have  only  heard  it  read  once 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  I  have  had  no  opportunity 
to  examine  its  content*.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  says  it  is  conciliatory;  that  it  will 
add  nothing  to  the  exasperated  feeling  already  ex- 
isting on  the  frontier.  I  believe  that  he  thinks  his 
report  will  have  that  effect;  but  I  much  fear,  from 
what  other  gentlemen  of  the  commitee  say,  that 
he  is  mistaken.  I  voted  in  favor  of  laying  the 
motion  to  print  on  the  table  because  I  thought  ihe 
effect  would  not  te  such  as  the  gentleman  antici- 

rated,  and  I  wanted  the  report  laid  on  the  table  that 
might  have  time  to  look  into  ii,  and  see  if  my 
original  impressions  tfeuuld  be  confirme  I.  If,  upon 
examination,  I  had  found  that  it  was  not  calculated 
to  produce  the  results  I  apprehended,  no  man  would 
vote  for  its  printing  more  freely  thin  I  would.  The 
House,  however,  has  refused  to  lay  the  motion  to 
print  on  the  table,  and  has  thought  proper  to  decide 
hat  tbe  report  shall  be  published. 

Having,  as  I  have  stated,  only  heard  the  report 
once  read, and  juc'gng  from  what  others  say  if  it, 
I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Adams,]  that  the  subject  should  be 
recommitted  to  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 
I  had  hoped  from  the  committee  a  calm,  deliberate, 
and  dignified  report  in  the  case  of  the  burning  of 
the  "Caroline"  and  the  arrest  of  McLeod;  that  it 
would  have  been  limited  to  that  matter  alone,  (in- 
"I  of  embracing!  as  it  apparently  does,  all  our 


subjects  of  controversy  with  Great  Britain,)  and 
that  it  would  have  set  the  country  right  with  re- 
ference to  the  factt  in  that  case.  I  may  be  mista- 
ken as  regards  some  .of  those  facts;  and  upon  a 
careful  examination  of  the  testimony,  subsequent 
to  the  time  when  I  last  submitted  a  few  remarks  en 
this  case,  I  observe  I  was  mistaken  in  some  of  the 
facts  connected  with  that  transaction.  As  I  was 
not  present  on  the  occasion,  all  the  knowledge  I 
have  I  derive  from  the  newspapers  and  from  public 
documents,  as  others  may,  and  probably  do.  But 
upon  this  question,  which,  as  I  have  said,  is  one  of 
vital  importance  to  that  part  of  the.  country  where 
I  reside,  we  must  recollect,  in  the  first  place,  that 
there  is  a  judicial  question  depending.  And  I  was 
in  hopes  that  in  this  report,  exciting  and  inflamma- 
tory in  its  character  as  1  now  think  it  is,  nothing 
would  have  been  said,  and  that  so  far  as 
this  House  was  concerned,  nothing  would 
have  been  done,  calculated  to  increase  the  ex- 
excitement  which  already  exists.  I  confess  I  have 
heard  with  regret  and  shame  the  reports  from  that 
part  of  the  country  in  regard  to  tbe  treatment  of 
this  individual,  who  is  so  soon  te  be  put  upon  his 
trial  for  murder.  I  cannot  for  any  consideration 
countenance  for  a  moment  the  idea  that  the  laws  of 
this  country  are  to  be  basely  trampled  on  by  any 
authority  whatsoever.  I  cannot  countenance  the 
idea  that  the  judiciary  of  the  country  shall  for  a 
moment  be  overawed,  directed,  or  controlled,  by 
any  other  authority  than  that  of  the  laws  them- 
selves. And,  whilst  I  say  this,  I  am  also  unwilling 
to  countenance  any  thing  there,  or  to  do  any  thing 
he^e,  which  may  tend  to  such  results.  I  hope  that 
we  may  have' been  misinformed  as  to  tbe  nature 
of  the  proceedings  there;  I  am  unwilling  to  believe 
that,  in  a  community  of  citizens  such  as  that,  and 
with  many  of  whom  I  am  well  acquainted,  and 
who  are  highly  respectable  and  intelligent,  such 
things  have  occurred.  I  say,  J  hope  we  have  been 
misinformed;  I  trust  we  have.  I  have  seen  differen 
statements  of  those  transactions,  and  some  of 
them  have  been  of  an  exculpatory  character.  But 
one  thing,  at  all  events,  should  be  borne  in  mind 
by  all  whose  duty  requires  them  to  act  on  this  sub- 
ject here.  There  is  a  great  state  of  excitement  on 
that  frontier,  which  might  by  pombility  lead  to  an 
outbreak.  My  objection  to  the  printing  of  the  re- 
port wa*,  that  it  was  calculated  to  inflame  the  pub- 
lic mind;  and  I  was  governed  in  that  vote  by  three 
reasons*  In  the  first  place,  I  did  not  wish  that  any 
thing  should  be  done  here  which  might  have  a  ten- 
dency to  do  injustice  to  the  individual  who  is  soon 
to  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York.  I 
desire  that  the  law  should  have  its  free  action;  that 
no  excite mtrit  should  be  raised  against  McLeod 
which  might  prevent  a  fair  and  impartial  trial.  In 
tbe  second  place,  I  do  not  desire  that  any  action  on 
the  part  of  this  House  should  compromise  or  con- 
trol the  Executive  of  this  nation  in  tbe  negotiations 
now  pending  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Government  of  Great  Biitain.  I 
have  all  confidence  in  the  incoming  Administration. 
If  this  controversy  can  be  amicably  and  honorably 
settled  between  the  two  Governments,  I  desire  that 
it  should.  But  there  is  a  third  and  very  strong  rea- 
son in  my  mind  against  any  thing  being  done  to 
exasperate  the  public  mind  on  the  subject  of  war 
with  Great  Britain.  It  is  this:  for  three  or  four 
years  I  have  used  all  the  exertions  in  my  power  to 
induce  th-s  Administration,  which  is  responsible  to 
the  country,  to  provide  some  means  of  defence  on 
our  Northern  frontier.  But  all  my  efforts  were  in 
vain.  And  yet  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Pickens]  how  telb  us  that  tbe  course  to  be 
pursued  to  avoid  a  war  with  Great  Britain  is,  to 
stand  op  to  her — to  threaten  her— to  take  a  high 
stand;  and  that,  he  says,  will  avert  a  war.  I  may 
have  been  mistaken  in  the  meaning.  I  know  that 
those  were  not  his  words.  But  I  would  submit  to 
him  that  the  best  way  to  avoid  a  war  with  Great 
Britain,  is  to  show  that  we  are  prepared  to  mee 
her,  if  there  is  to  be  war;  because  reasonable  pre* 
para tions  for  defence  are  better  than  gasconading. 
Mr.  Fillmoxb  then  alluded  to  the  defenceless 
condition  of  the  Northern  frontier.  He  desired, 
and  believed  the  whole  country  desired,  that  we 
should  yield  nothing  to  the  demands  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  which  she  was  not  fairly  entitled.    But,  at 


the  same  time,  he  regarded  t  as  rather  the  act  of  a 
madman  to  precipitate  the  country  into  war  before 
he  was  prepared  for  it,  than  the  act  of  a  states- 
man. In  his  section  of  country,  the  people  would 
yield  nothing  to  Great  Britain,  to  which  she  was 
not  justly  entitled;  or  they  would  yield  it  only  with 
the  last  drop  of  their  blood.  But  he  did  not  wish 
prematurely  to  be  drawn  into  war;  he  did  not  wish 
to  invite  Great  Britain  to  invade  our  defenoefess 
coast.  The  true  plan  was  to  prepare  for  war  if 
we  had  yet  to  come  to  it,  but  to  do  nothing  in  the 
way  of  bragging.  If  it  did  come,  gentlemen  would 
not  find  his  (Mr.  F's)  people  shrinking  from  their 
just  share  of  responsibility.  All  they  riad— -their  pro- 
perty, their  lives,  every  thing— they  were  willing  to 
devote,  if  need  be,  to  the  service  and  honor  of  their 
country.  But,  was  it  not  the  part  of  wisdom  and 
prudence,  before  we  made  a  declaration  of  war,  to 
prepare  for  ill  This  was  all  he  desired;  and  if 
this  report  was  calculated  to  stir  up  a  war  feeling, 
without  corresponding  preparation  being  made  to 
meet  the  consequences,  he,  for  one,  was  opposed  to 
it,  He  did  not  not  wish  the  country  to  be  dis- 
graced by  defeat.  When  she  must  go  to  war,  he 
desired  to  see  her  prepared  for  it;  he  desired  to  aea 
her  placed  in  a  situation  which  would  enable  her 
to  bid  defiance  to  the  power  of  any  Government  on 
earth. 

Mr.  F.  then  alluded  to  the  fortification  bill  re* 
ported  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
the  other  day  by  its  chairman,  [Mr.  Jonas  ]  That 
bill  contained  appropriations  to  the  amount  of  near- 
ly half  a  million-  of  dollars,  (though  that,  he  be- 
lieved, was  only  about  half  of  the  amount  usually 
appropriated  for  such  purpose';)  and, yet  there  was 
no't  a  solitary  fortification  on  the  Nonhem  frontier 
to  which  nny  part  of  that  money  was  to  be  applied. 
Was  this  the  way  in  which  we  should  prepare 
for  war?  Did  the  gentleman  from  South*  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Pickens]  who  presented  the  report,  desire  to 
declare  war  against  England  before  the  new  Ad- 
ministration came  into  power?  If  so,  he  (Mr.  F.) 
would  oppose  it.  He  was  for  war,  if  necessary, 
but  not  before  we  were  prepared  for  it.  He  wished, 
therefore,  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
would  permit  the  report  to  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  that  that  com* 
mittee  might  be  instructed  to  confine  themselves  to 
the  subject  originally  referred  to  them,  and  to  that 
alone.  For  his  own  part,  he  trusted  and  he  be- 
lieved that  the  right  of  this  matter  was  with  the 
American  people;  and  it  ought  at  all  hasards  to  be 
maintained.  But  he  was  unwilling  at  the  dose  of 
a  session,  and  when,  tbe  present  Ad minist ration  had 
but  something  like  two  weeks  to  remain  in  power, 
to  precipitate  the  nation  into  war  without  any  pre- 
paration on  our  part  to  meet  it.  And  it  was  for 
this  reason  mainly  that  be  objected  to.  the  report. 
But,  as  he  said  before,  he  might  be  mistaken  in  Us 
contents.  He  hoped  he  was;  for  he  was  at  all 
times  prepared  to  go  with  him  who  went  furthest  hi 
maintaining  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  punishing 
insult  or  agirtssion. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; it  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

The  main  question  was,  first,  on  Mr.  Evcacn* 
proposition  to  add  to  the  printing  of  the  report  all 
the  documents  heretofore  presented  to  Congress  on 
tbe  subject  This  question  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  passed  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drew;, Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Boardman,  Briggs, 
Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  Casey,  Crabby  Cane, 
Cashing,  Garrett  Davis,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dicker- 
son,  Dellet,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore, 
Gates,  Granger,  Green,  Grionell,  Habersham, 
Hall,  Hawes,  Henry,  Hoffman,  Hunt,  James, 
Charles  Johnston,  Kempsball,  King,  Lane,  Lin- 
coln, McCariy,  Marvin,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Mor- 
row, Naylor,  Osborne,  Palen,  Parmenter,  Peck, 
Pope,  Profit,  Randall,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Reed, 
Edward  Roger*,  Russell,  Simoaton,  Truman 
Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thomp- 
son, John  B.  Thompson,  TilJinghast,  Totand, 
Triplett, Trumbull,Undcrwood,  Warren,* Edward 
D.  White,  John  white,  Thomas  W.  Williams, 
Lewis  Williams,  and  Winthrop— 73. 

NAYS^-Messrs.  Judsou  Allen,  Anderson,  Ather- 
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Ion,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Black,  BlackweU, 
Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  Q.  Brown, 
Bute,  Sam'i  H.  Barter,  Garr,  Carroll,  Chapman, 
Chittenden,  Clifford,  Connor,  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
William  IL  Cooper,  Cranston,  Crarjr,  Davee,  Ed* 
ward  Davie*,  John  Paris,  John  W.  Davis,  Daw- 
son, Doan,  Doig,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,,  Earl,  East- 
man, Ely,  Fine,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Fornauce,  Gal- 
hraitb,  Gerry,  Graham,  Griffin,  Hand,  John  Hast- 
ings, Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones, 
Keim,  Kembte,  K;lle,  Leadbetter,  Lett,  Leonard, 
Lewis,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McClellan,  MeCulloch, 
MeKay,Merediih  Mallory,  Mason,  Medlll,  Miller, 
Moataaya,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Newhard,  Nisbet, 
Parish,  Petrikm,  Pickens,  Rives,  James  Rogers, 
Samuels,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Albert  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather,  Steenrod, 
SrroDg,  Sumter,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Tarney,  Van- 
derpoel,  Vroom,  David  D.  Wagtner,  Weller, 
Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Jo- 
seph L-  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  and  Worthing- 
ton— 100. 

And  so  the  House  refused  to  print  the  papers  fe- 
inting to  the  subject 

The  question  then  recurred  on  printing  the  report 
of  tV*  committee* 

Mr.  TILUNGHAST  said  at  this  stage  he  would 
■sake  a  morion  that  had  precedence  of  the  previous 
question.  He  moved  to  lay  the  motion  te  print  on 
the  table.  He  did  so  that  there  might  be  an  oppor- 
tunity, before  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
te  alter  some  particular  expressions  and  one  or  two 
statements,  which,  with  deference  to  the  gentleman 
float  South  Carolina,  he  would,  if  his  motion  pre- 
vailed, point  out  for  his  consideration.  IT  the  alte- 
rations were  made,  he  should  have  no  objection  to 
the  printing. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  previous  question  had 
been  ordered  on  the  whole,  and  it  was  too  late,  after 
one  part  of  the  question  had  been  taken,  to  move 
10  my  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TlLLIffGHAST  said  he  differed  from  the 
Chair,  as  this  was  not  a  divided  question,  but  a 
separate  question  pn  each  motion.  However,  he 
woald  not  trouble  the  House  with  an  appeal. 

The  question  was  then  put  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  earned — yeas  103,  nays  68,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Jadson  Allen,  Anderson,  Athec- 
ton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Black,  BlackweU, 
Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown, 
Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Carr, 
Carroll,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Connor,  Mark 
A.  Cooper,  Wm.  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Davee,  John 
Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Dickerson,  Dellett,  D  an, 
Doig,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely, 
Fine,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraith,  Gerry, 
Griffin,  Hand,  John  Hastings,  Hopkins,  Hub- 
bard, JaeksoD,  Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
JoJuisoa,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Kemble,  Kille,  Lane,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Low. 
eU,  JUoeas,  McClellan,  McClure,  McCnlloch,  Mc- 
Kay, Meredith  Baal  lory,  Medill,  Millec,  Montanya, 
S.  W.  Morris,  Newhard,  Parrish,  Parmenter, 
Paynter,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Pope,  Prentiss,  Rey- 
avokm,  Rhett,  Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  James  Rogers, 
Samuels,  Shaw,  Albert  Smith,  John  Smith,  Thos. 
Smith,  Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Philip  F. 
Tlftooamv,  Turney,  Yanderpoel,  Vroom,  David  D. 
Wegener,  Welles,  WicV,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Henry  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Wor- 
thington— 103. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
drews, Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Boardman,  Briggs, 
Cnlhovn,  Chittenden,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cunning, 
Rdwex4  Da  vies,  Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deoery 
Dennis,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Gates,  Graham, 
Granger,  Green,  Grinoell,  Habersham,  Hall, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Hoffmaa,  Hunt,  Cba?.  Johnston, 
Kemnehail,  King,  Lincoln.  McCarty,  Marvin, 
Mneon,  Morgan,  Nisbet,  oAorne,  Palen,  Peck, 
Proffit,  Randall,  Rariden,  Reed,  Russell,  Sinunton, 
Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  Waddy 
Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tillioghast,  To- 
land,  Tripiett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Warren, 
Edward  D.  White,  John  White,  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
huns,  Lewis  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
•ad  Wmthrop— 68. 


So  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  then 
on  motion  % 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Monday,  February  15,  1841. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  he  had  received  a  me- 
morial from  Parkesborg,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, which  be  would  now  take  leave  to  present. 
It  was  signed  by  a  number  of  respectable  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  stated,  in  strong  terms,  the 
defenceless  condition  of  our  maritime  cities  on  the 
seaboard,)  and  the  impending  danger  of  a  foreign 
war,  and  urged  Congress  to  make  appropriations 
for  the  armament  of  our  fortifications,  the  building 
of  floating  batteries  for  the  defence  of  our  harbors, 
and  the  construction  of  twenty  of  the  first  class  of 
steam  frigates;  and  as  many  more  smaller  steam 
vessels.  * 

The  memorial  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  a  number 
of  captains,  pilots,  and  engineers,  of  the  city  of 
Pittsburg,  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of 
any  law  by  Congress,  compelling  the  use  of  Raub's 
safety  valves;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.   WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  of  ci- 
tizens of  Oneida  county,  remonstrating  again&t  the 
/passage  of  any  bankrupt  law  retroactive  in  its  pro- 
visions; which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.also  presented  the  memorial  of  James  A. 
Macdonald,  praying  for  an  increase  of  pension; 
and,  also,  a  memorial  of  a  large  number  of  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Saratoga,  uniting  in  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner;  which  weie  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  LINN  said  at  the  last  and  present  sessions  of 
CongresF,memorials,had  been  presented  from  persons 
who  termed  themselves  Mormons  or  JLatter  Day 
SaintF,  complaining  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  ex- 
tracts from  these  memorials  had  been  published  and 
widely  circulated,  which  were  calculated  to  injure  the 
character  of  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent,  in  the  minds  of  those  who  were  not 
acquainted  with  the  facts.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
transcript  of  all  the  leaal  proceedings  which  had 
been  had  in  this  case,  and  in  order  that  the  Senate 
and  the  country  might  be  acquainted  with  the  facts, 
he  would  present  them  to  the  Senate,  and  move 
for  their  printing.  The  document  was  accordingly 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  resolutions  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  Michigan  respecting  the  boundary 
line  between  that  State  and  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
konsan;  which  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  P.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislative, Assembly  of  Wiskonsan,  praying  that 
the  right  of  pre-emption  may  be  extended  to  settlers 
on  the  lands  reserved  for  the  Rock  river  and 
Miiwaakie  cans';  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  P.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  same 
body,  asking  authority  to  dispose  of  the  sixteenth 
sections,  for  tie  purpose  of  creating  a  school  fund; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

,  Mr.  P.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  same 
body,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  may  be 
extended  to  settlers  on  the  mineral  lanxh;  which 
was  referred  te  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Buffalo,  praying  that  the  treaty 
with  the  Seneca  Indians  may  not  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  two  memorials, 
signed  by  eight  or  nine  hundred  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  an  appropriation  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  custom  house  in  Philadelphia;  which,  as 
the  subject  had  been  reported  upon,  were  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  Eleazer 
McCoy;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committe  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  a  memorial  of 


hundred  cmxens  of  St  Louis,  praying  a  repeal  of 
the  naturalisation  laws;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  the  petition  of  ♦Welcome 
A.  Robbins  and  Thaddtus  bobbins;  which  warn  ' 
referred   to  the  Committee    on    Private  Land 
Claims. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  presented  a  joint  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  Lousiana,  in  favor  of  placing 
buoys'  at  the  several  passes  of  the  Mississippi  ri- 
ver-, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on -Com- 
merce and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  N.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Mexi- 
can Gulf  Railway  Company,  praying  the  right  of 
way  through  the  public  lands;  which  was  referred 
te  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  the  memorial  of  Jere- 
miah Bartlett;  which  was  referred  to  tip  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

Mr,  KING,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
atked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  CatharineE.  Clitherall;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims* 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  papers 
in  the  case  of  Ezekiel  Jones  were  permitted  to  be 
withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the  pa- 
pers in  the  case  of  Abel  Pennington  were  permit- 
ed  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  from  the  House  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee 
to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same," 
passed  the  18ih  day  of  April,  1806,  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  Irom  tbe«House  to  cont:nue  in  force  the 
act  for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other  property 
lost  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  S  ate?, 
was  xe ad  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  the  subject  bad  been 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  confirm  to  that  Sate  the 
lands  selected  by  her,  in  lieu  of  the  land*  covered 
by  reservation  in  the  treaties  of  1837  and  1839 
with  the  Miami  Indians.  The  bill  was  ordered  to 
a  second  reading;  an*  the  report  and  accompany- 
ing documents,  on  his  motion,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Colombia,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Wathington  City 
Benevolent  Society,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  3EVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  a  memorial  on  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  General 
Isaac  Wellborn,  of  Alabama;  which  was  read,  aud 
ordered  to  a  secood  reading. 

Mr.  MERRICK  preyen'ed  a  memorial  from  the 
corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  pray- 
ing an  appropr  alien  for  the  erection  of  a  fortress 
on  Boiler*.**  Point  Flatf;  to  which  Mr.  Mt  called 
i he  particular  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Mili» 
tary  Affairs,  to  which  be  moved  its  reference. 

Mr.  LINN  said  nearly  every  harbor  in  the  coun- 
try was  in  a  similar  position  with  that  of  Balti- 
more; and  he  thought  it  would  be  be rer  to  amend 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  by  re- 
ferring, in  connection  with  his  memorial,  the  whole 
subject  of  our  fortifications  and  defences  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  Not  only  our  sea- 
coa*t,  but  our  whole  Western  frontier,  and  whole 
line  of  lakes,  were  completely  defenceless.  We 
have  been  for  days  and  weeks  discussing  tbe  pro- 
priety of  giving  away  five  millions  of  our  revenue, 
when  fifty  millions  could  be  profitably,  and  he  would 
say  economically,  spent  on  our  navy  and  fortifica- 
tions. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  MERRICK, 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  that  an  early  period  they 
would  have  to  address  themselves  to  a  full  conside- 
ration of  the  entire  subject  of  our  national  defences, 
and  to  incur  some  expense  thereon;  and  they  would 
have  to  come  to  the  subject  with  more  liberality 
than  they  had  hitherto  done.  Tbe  whole  system  of 
naval  warfare,  and  of  coast  defence,  must  undergo 
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a  radical  revolution,  the  details  of  which  would 
afford  matter  for  serious  consideration.  It  was 
matter  ef  notoriety,  that  gigantic  strides  had  been 
taken  by  England  and  ihe.  European  powers  in 
progressive  improvements,  both  of  the  land  and 
naval  mode  of  warfare.  Steam  ? easels  had  been 
increased,  steam  batteries  had  been  introduced, 
and  the  science  of  throwing  shells  horizontally  had 
been  brought  to  great  perfection,  and  therefore  it 
became  necessary  that  Congress  should  direct  its 
attention  to  the  subject  that  pace  might  be  kept 
with  foreign  powers.  In  consequence  of  the  ad* 
vance  made  by  the  French  and  Rnstian  Govern- 
ments, British  officers  and  British  statesmen  were 
engaged  in  newspaper  and  pamphlet  discussions  on 
this  important  subject,  and  propositions  bad  al- 
ready been  made  to  the  British  Government  to 
effect  a  profound  change  in  the  English  system; 
and  as  in  England  great  results  were  expected  to  be 
produced,  it  was  the  duty  of  statesmen  here  to  mark 
those  results,  and  to  profit  by  them.  He  suggested 
the  appointment  of  a  special  committee  to  take , 
charge  of  the  matter,  for  it  was  with  him  a  question 
te  what  existing  committee  it  could  with  propriety 
be  referred,  or  to  what  department  it  belonged.  The 
system  to  which  resort  must  be  had  would  be  an 
entire  new  one,  including  both  naral  and  military 
operations,  but  belonging  exclusively  to  neither  of 
those  departments;  and  therefore,  he  should  prefer 
the  appointment  of  a  new  committee,  charged  with 
the  special  duty  of  investigating  and  reporting  on 
this  weighty  matter,  as  well  as  on  the  general  con- 
dition of  the  old  system. 

After  some  other  observations,  the  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  payment  of  Revolutionary  and  other 
pensioners,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment* 

Mr.  W.  said  as  prompt  action  on  the  bill  was  of 
much  importance,  he  would  ask  the  consent  of  the 
Senate  to  take  it  up  and  dispose  of  it  at  the  present 
time;  which  being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

This  bill  was  debated  at  some  length  by  Messrs 
SEVIER,  LINN,  PRESTON,  PIERCE,  BEN- 
TON,  BUCHANAN,  FULTON,  CALHOUN, 
ANDERSON,  and  oihers,  principally  on  a  motion 
by  Mr.  SEVIER  to  strike  out  an  appropriation  of 
0100,000  for  the  settlement  and  transportation  of 
the  Seminoles,  and  thereby  to  effect  a  termination 
of  the  Florida  war.  Mr.  SEVIER  condemned  this 
mode  of  purchasing  peace  wiib  a  handful  0/ savages 
as  impolitic,  and  as  a  temptation  offered  to  (he  other 
Indian  tribes  to  engage  in  a  murderous  and  harass- 
ing war,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  large<ses 
from  the  Government.  Ultimately,  the  ayes  and 
noes  were  taken  on  the  question  of  striking  out;  and 
they  resulted  as  follows:  ayes  6,  noes  36. 

Besides  the  cash  appropriation  of  (5,000  each  to 
two  chiefs,  and  $30  to  each  warrior,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  above  mentioned  sum  of  (100,000,  on  their 
surrendering  for  transportation,  they  were  likewise 
to  be  furnished  wiih  a  blanket  and  a  gun  on  their 
arrival  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  SEVIER  suggested  an  amendment,  so  as  to 
seture  their  transportation  west  of  the  Stale  of 
Arkansas  before  they  were  furnished  with  fire 
arms;  but  ultimately  it  was  so  amended,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  entire  pro- 
ceeding, as  to  limit  the  delivery  to  the  Indians  of 
these  articles  on  their  anival  at  their  new  home. 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  were  concur- 
red in  by  the  Senate*  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOU8E  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monday,  February  15,  1841. 
The  SPEAKER  stated  the  first  business  in  order 
to  be  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Linds  on  the  6ih  of  Jan  nary,  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  '  An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to 
the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  with  the  same. 
1  the  18th  day  of  April,  1806." 


The  motion  of  Mr.  Turkbt  was  pending  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  talcing  the ,  ques- 
tion on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  the  mo* 
tion  to  suspend  the  roles,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative—yeas 94,  nays  34. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded. 

And  on  the  question,  "Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?9'  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  113,  noes  51. 

The  question  now  being  on  the  main  question, 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  thereupon  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  were  yeas 
136,  nays  45,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Anderson, 
Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bell, 
Blackwell,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Albert  G.  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler, 
William  B.  Campbell,  Carr,  Casey,  Chapman, 
Clifford,  William  R.  Cooper, Crabb,  Craig,  Cran- 
ston, Crary,  Crockett,  Cross,  Cashing,  John  Da- 
vis, John  W.  Davis,  Garrett  Davis,  Doan,  Doig, 
Dromgoole,  Earl,  Eastman,  Ely,  Everett,  Fine, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Fomance,  Galbraitb,  Gentry,, 
Gerry,  Giddings,  Green,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hand, 
Jehn  Hastings,  Henry,  Hillen,  Hubbard,  Hunt, 
Jackson,  James,  Jameson,  Cave  Johnson,  Na- 
thaniel Jones,  Kemble,  Kiile,  Lane,  Leadbetter, 
Leet,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McCarty, 
McClellan,  McCulloch,  Meiedith  Mai  lory,  Mar- 
vin, Mason,  Medill,  Miller,  Monroe,  Montanya, 
Moore,  Calvary  Morris,  Morrow,  Naylor,  New- 
hard,  Nisbet,  Osborne,  Parrisb,  Parmenter,  Parris, 
Paynter,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Pope,  Prentiss,  Proffit, 
Rariden,Reynolds,  Rhett,  Ridgway,  Edward  Ro- 
gers, James  Rogers,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Simon  ton, 
Slade,  Albert  Smith,  John  Smith,  Truman  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Strong, 
Stuart,  Sumter,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  Philip  F. 
Thomas,  John  B.  Thompson,  Toland,  Triplett, 
Turney,  Vandejpoel,  Vroom,  Warren,  Wattersoh, 
Welisr,  Edward  D.  White,  John  Whiter  Wick, 
Jared  W-  Williams,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Hen- 
ryiWilliams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H. 
Williams,  Winthrop,and  Wis*— -136. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Baker,  Boardman, 
Briggs,  Brockway,  Bynnm,  Chittenden,  Connor, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Edward  Davies,  Dawson,  De- 
berry,  Dennis,  Doe,  Edwards,  Gates,  Goggin, 
Graham,  Griffin,  Habersham,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Charles  Johnston,  Jo- 
seph Johnson,  William  Coji  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keim,  Kempshall,  King,  McClure,  Mc- 
Kay, Montgomery,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Palen,  Reed,  Shepard,  8tanly,  Taliaferro,  Tilling- 
bast,  Underwood,  Lewis  Williams,  and  Wor- 
th ingion— 45.  ' 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  moved  that  the  Hou?e 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  take  np  the  ' 

CIVIL    AND     DIPLOMATIC    APPROPRIA- 
TION EftLL. 

On  the  question  being  taken  to  stipend  the  ru?es 
for  that  purpose, it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  140,  nays  33. 

So  the*  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Bell  in 
the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year 
1841. 

Mr.  EVANS  offered  the  following  amendment, 
to  come  in  after  the  15  'h  line: 

"And  the  accounting  officers  ars  directed ,  in  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
to  credit  the  payment  made  in  pursuance  of  the  re- 
solutions of  the  Senate  of  the  lBih  July,  1840,  and 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  31st  July,  1840." 

Which  amendment  (after  some  conversation) 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T1LLINGHAST  -offered  the  following 
amendment: 

"And  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  authorize  or  sanction  any  contract  for  stationery 


or  other  articles  foi  the  use  of  the  next  Congress  by 
any  officer  of  the  present  Congress,  to  an  amount 
exceeding,  in  the  whole,  $2,000." 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  TILLING - 
HAST  and  LINCOLN,  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"For  salary  of  the  Secretary  to  sign  patents  for 
public  lauds,  per  act  of  March  second,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty  three,  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars." 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  not  persist  in  his  motion.  It  would  be  re- 
collected that  the  very  large  number  of  patents, 
generally  from  seventy  to  eighty  thousand  a  year, 
rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  duty 
should  be  preferred  by  a  Secretary.  Every  gentle- 
man must  know  that  the  time  of  the  President  was 
occupied  so  much  in  more  important  businesp,  that 
it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  attend  to  this  la- 
borious duty. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  asked  leave  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  a  few  important  facts. 
Mr.  L.  then  proceeded  to  state  that  the  law  re- 
lating to  the  issuing  of  land  patents  had  not  been 
complied  with;  and  that  there  hal  not  been,  since 
1836,  a  patent  issued  which  was  valid.  Hie  law 
required  that  the  name  of  the  President  of  the 
United  8tates  should  be  affixed  to  each  patent,  but 
the  Secretary,  instead  of  writing  the  name  of  the 
President,  as  his  attorney,  hart,  contrary  to  law, 
signed  bis  own  name.  He,  Mr.  L.  admitted  that 
the  duty  was  now  too  laborious  for  the  President 
to  attend  personally,  and  would  oppose  the  motion 
to  strike  out.  But  it  was  the  intention  of  the  law 
that  the  Secretary  should  do  what  an  attorney  did, 
viz:  not  sign  his  own  name,  but  the  name  of  the 
principal  under  whom,  and  for  whom,  he  was 
acting. 

Mr.  L.  also  adverted  to  a  similar  non-compliance 
with  the  statute  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land 
Officel  so  that  he  was  fully  convinced  that  not  one 
of  the  patents  granted  for  the  last  four  years  would 
stand  the  test  of  judicial  scrutiny.  In  consideration 
of  these  facts,  he  gave  notice  that  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity be  would  introduce  a  bill  for  giving  legal 
sanction  to  these  patents. 

Mr.  L.  then  alluded  to  a  controversy  now  pend- 
ing between  tbe  Commissioner  and  Recorder  of  the 
General  Land  Office.  He  did  not  know  that  those 
gentlemen,  although  fo  close  together,  were  on 
speaking  terms,  from  the  lengthy  correspondence 
which  had  taken  place  between  them,  and  which 
had  been  presented  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.  He  (Mr.  L.)  was  sure  that  if  the  time  con- 
sumed in  this  correspondence  between  persons  in 
the  same  building,  had  been  devoted  to  the  patents, 
there  would  not  have  been  at  this  time  so  many 
thousands  in  an  unprepared  state. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia/ in  reply  to  a  question 
by  Mr.  Andrews,  called  that  gentleman's  attention 
to  the  fact  that  this  office  had  been  provided  for  by 
an  act  subsequent  to  that  of  1833,  namely,  by  an 
act  passed  in  July,  1836. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  then  moved  that  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  item  be  changed,  so  as  to  give  the  cor- 
rect date  of  the  act;  which  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

An  I  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  strike 
out— 

The  amendment  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  AN- 
DREWS, ADAMS,  JONES  of  Virginia,  UN- 
COLN,  A.  SMITH,  CRARY,  and  MASON  of 
Ohio.    After  which, 

Mr.  ANDREWS,  to  save  the  time  which,  he 
said,  he  foresaw  would  be  consumed  if  the  debate 
went  on,  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  mo? ed  to  amend  the  item 
"for  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Fifth  Auditor,  19,800,"  by  reducing  the  amount  to 
$8,800. 

A  very  long  debate  followed  in  which  Messrs. 
VANDERPOEL,  MORGAN,  GRAVES,  JONES 
of  Va.  EVANS,  A.  SMITH,  MONROE,  UN- 
DERWOOD, WISE,  PETRIKIN,  TILLING- 
HAST,  L.  WILLIAMS,  STANLY,  PROFFIT, 
W.  THOMPSON,  HUBBARD,  and  DAVIS  of 
Kentucky,  participated. 
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Mr.  VANDERPOEL  withdrew  the  amendment 

Mr.  8TANLY  moved  to  strike  oat  the  item  "for 
compensation  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  three 
thousand  fire  hundred  dollars," 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  to  strike  a  thousand 
onttais  from  the  appropriation  for  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  and  as 
a  reason  for  it  stated  that  he  had,  that  morning, 
been  informed  that  there  was  a  vacancy  in  one  of 
the  clerkships  of  the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor, 
(Mr.  Pleasanton;)  thai  the  proposed  appropriation, 
which  he  wanted  to  reduce,  covered  the  salary  of 
this  clerk,  (#1,000;)  that  he  undeis  ood  Mr.  Plea* 
sonjon  declined  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  till  after  the 
fourth  ft  March.  Now,  he,  Mr.  V.  thought  if  he 
could  dispense  with  the  services  of  this  clerk  daring 
the  session  of  Congress,  when  the  business  of  all 
the  Departments  was  more  pressing,  he  could  get 
along  without  such  clerk  after  the  fourth  of  March. 
For  that  reason,  he  moved  to  strike  out  #1,000 
from  the  proposed  appropriation. 

Here  Mesirs.  STANLY,  GRAVES,  PROFFIT, 
and  others  severally  attacked  Mr.  Va»dibpokl 
!br  so  suddenly  becoming  a  reformer. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said,  when  be  made  his 
proposition  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for  the 
Fifth  Auditor  of  #1,000,  he  surely  did  not  intend  to 
disturb  the  equanimity  of  the  gentleman  on  the 
other  side,  nor  did  he  intend,  thereby,  to  assume 
the  character  of  reformer-master  general.  He  had* 
never  been  ambitious  to  tecure  the  honors  of  that 
office.  It  seemed  that  gentlemen  doubted  his  (Mr. 
Vs)  right  to  propose  any  reform  or  reduction  in 
any  quarter;  that  they  ran  away  with  the  idea,  that 
the  glory  of  this  great  and  patriotic  work  belonged 
exclusively  to  themselves.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  V.) 
we  mean  to  try  the  sincerity  of  your  preach- 
ings  and  profe  sioos  for  the  last  two  years. 
"Barrisen  and  r*/orm"  were  the  watchwords 
with  which  you  entered  upon  and  carried 
through  the  great  contest  which  has  just  terminated, 
and  now  we  mean  to  try  whether  you  are  willing 
lo  practise  according  to  your  promise  and  profes- 
sions. The  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  pBorrrr]  was  pretty  strosg  evidence  how 
the  bulk  of  the  dominant  party  intended  to  go  upon 
propositions  to  reduce  salaries,  and  enormous  in* 
comes  from  certain  offices.  He  had  already,  in 
advance,  applied  the  sponge  of  ridicule  to  a  propo- 
sition in  the  bill,  to  reduce,  to  a  fixed  amount,  the 
emoluments  of  district  attorneys,  marshals,  and 
clerks  of  courts.  Gentlemen,  said  Mr.  V.  this  will 
net  do.  You  must  not  refuse  to  do  good,  because 
the  proposition  originates  on  our  side  of  the  House. 
You  say,  "wait  till  General  Harrison  gets  into 
power,  and  then  we  will*accomplish  these  works  of 
reform*"  No.  We  will  not  rely  upon  your  promises. 
Von  nill  then  have  more  magnificent  objects  to  ac- 
complish. Tour  attentions  will  then  be  engrossed* 
with  the  making  a  huge  National  Bank,  with  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  with  the 
repeal  of  the  8nb- 1  reasury  law,  and  the  modifica- 
tion, if  not  the  increase  of  the  tariff.  We  are 
afraid  that  these  little  matters  of  "reduction"  will 
then  be  beneath  your  notice.  The  immense  in- 
comes of  some  of  your  collectors,  postmasters,  dis- 
trict attorneys  and  marshals,  which,  before  the  late 
election,  had  so  long  disturbed  your  slumbers,  will 
not  then,  we  fear,  receive  from  you  even  a  passing 
notice.  You  tell  us  that  our  patriotism  comes  too 
late;  that  we  ought  to  have  made  these  movements 
when  we  had  the  power.  To  thus  we  answer,  that 
ft  is  never  too  late  to  do  good.  Besides,  we  have 
no  reason  to  suppose,  wben*we  recollect  how  loud 
and  deep  have  teen  your  curses  against  our  al- 
leged "gpoilt"  system,  that  the  reductions  we  pro- 
pose will  not  operate  chiefly  upon  our  own  friend.*, 
the  present  incumbents  of  the  offices.  You  have 
preached  too  constantly,  and  too  emphatically, 
nom  this  text,  to  justify  on  Qur  part  the  apprehen- 


sion that  "turn  out"  is  now  to  be  the  order  of  the 
day. 

We  say  now  is  the  time,  the  accepted  time,  for 
doing  the  good  work.  We  are  convened  here, 
during  a  J-ort  of  interregnum,  a  hen  one  Adminis- 
tration is  about  going  out,  and  another  is  about  to 
come  in,  just  before  the  gain  of  the  victors  is  con- 
summated by  actual  pout$ sien,  and  now  is  the  time 
for  doing  good.  You  shall  not  escape  responsibi- 
lity by  urging  the  plea  that  it  will  be  time  enough 
to  begin  the  work  of  reform,  after  you  shall  have 
actually  entered  upon  the  po>session  cf  your  new 
estate.  We  mean  to  hold  you  to  the  maxim  that 
the  present  time  is  always  the  best  time  for  doiag 
good. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Stan- 
ly] had  referred  to  the  course  he  (Mr.  V.)  had 
taken  last  year,  upon  the  proposition  made  by  that 
gentleman  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  an 
outfit  for  Mr.  Throop,  as  Charge  to  Naples.  He 
had  opposed  the  motion  of  that  gentleman,  and  he 
gloried  in  it.  If  Mr.  Throop,  as  naval  officer  at 
New  York,  had  neglected  his  duty — if  that  neglect 
had  been  established  by  an  investigation  wholly  ex 
parte  as  to  him,  ir  was  no  good  reason,  to  his  mind, 
for  withholding  the  compensation  belonging  to  him 
in  another  office,  to  which  be  bad  been  constitu- 
tionally apptinied.  If  he  had  violated  his  duty  as 
naval  officer,  (which  he  was  by  no  means  prepared 
to  admit,)  take  the  course  prescribed  by  the  Consti- 
tution— impeach  him;  but,  in  the  nams  of  justice 
and  the  Constitution,  do  not  attempt  to  exercite 
jour  impeaching  power  in  this  oppressive  and  un- 
constitutional manner. 

After  some  brief  remarks  from  Messrs.  A. 
SMITH,  UNDERWOOD,  HUBBARD,  and  oth- 
ers, Mr.  VANDERPOEL,  at  the  suggestion  of  his 
friends,  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  "for 
compensation  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
03,500,"  and  made  some  remarks  thereon,  the  pur- 
port of  which  will  be  ascertained  by  the  replies  of 
Messrs.  Vandebpoxl  and  Wkllxr. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  that  he  had  not  now 
for  the  first  time  on  this  floor  been  charged  with 
having  been  a  Federalist.  Though  that  note  had 
so  often  been  struck  by  others,  who  had  honored 
him  with  their  notice,  he  had  never  before  deigned 
to  make  any  reply  to  it,  because  of  a  lesson  he  had 
been  taught  when  very  young — never  to  speak  of 
himself  when  he  could  po.sibly  avoid  doing  so. 
His  own  course  in  early  life  had  so  little  connec- 
tion with  our  deliberations  here,  >hat  he  surely  could 
not/gratuitously,  allude  to  ir,  without  incumng  the 
imputation  of  egotism;  but  the  charge  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Stanly]  must 
plead  his  apology  for  now  breaking  the  silence  in 
regard  to  him&elf  which  he  generally  preferred 
maintaining.  If  (said  Mr.  V.)  the  friends 
and  family  of  the  member  who  now  ad- 
dresses you  were,  originally,  tainted  with  the 
sin  of  Federalism,  and  if  his  own  young 
mind  bad  in  his  early  youth  received  the  impress 
of  those  principles;  if  he  had  afterwards,  with 
more  matured  judgment,  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that  the  principles  of  Federalism  were  opposed  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  people,  had  repudiated  his 
first  notions,  and  labored  for  fourteen  long  years 
(double  tht  period  that  the  Patriarch  labored  for 
his  wife)  in  the  good  old  cause  of  Democracy,  he 
was  willing,  if  Democracy  were  the  test  of  politi- 
cal orthodoxy,  to  compete  for  the  honor  of  the  true 
faith,  with  a  gentleman  who  persisted  and  persisted 
in  his  Federalism  against  the  lghts  and  the  evi- 
dences that  had  cow  become  so  palpable  and  accu- 
mulated. 

He,  Mr.  V.  if  ever  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of 
Federalism  (which  he  much  doubted)  was  surely 
not  an  "old  Federalist."  He  never  attained  his  ma- 
jority till  some  time  after  a  memorable  event  in  the 
political  bistoiy  of  the  State  to  which  he  belong- 
ed. He  alluded  to  the  address  of  forty  arrogant 
leaders  of  the  Federal  party,  sometimes  distin- 


guished ss  forty  "high  minded  gentlemen  ;" 
at  other  times  mora  familiarly,  if  not  ap- 
propriately designated  as  the  "fotty  ihievet,"  an 
address  by  which  they  proclaimed  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Federal  parry,  and  it  was  in  or- 
der here  to  remark,  that  all  the  survivors  of  thete 
'  high  minded"  gentlemen,  with,  a*  he  believed,  but 
a  single  exception,  had  returned  to  their  first  love, 
and  were  most  ardent  and  genuine  British  Bank 
Whigs  of  1840.  The  first  vote  be  ever  gave  was 
for  Mr.  Clinton  ft  r  Governor;  and  if  that  consti- 
tuted him  a  Federalist,  then  were  some  of  the  most 
prominent  actors  in  the  ranks  ot  the  New  York 
Democracy  Federalists.  He  would  go  further,  and 
say  that  if,  from  the  days  of  his  minority,  uniform 
opposition  io  a  high  protective  tariff— to  a  National 
Bank — to  a  latitudinariau  construaiion  of  the  Con- 
stitution—constituted  the  oafipedei  of  Federalism, 
then  had  he  never  been  a  Federal  si,  but  had  al- 
ways been  a  Democrat. 

[Mr.  Stanly  remarked,  he  did  not  reproach  Mr. 
V.  for  having  been  a  Federalist,  but  had  compli- 
mented him  with  showing  some  good  traits  in  con- 
sequence ot  it.] 

Mr.  V.  said,  that  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  bad  ulso  stated,  that  he,  Mr.  V.  had, 
in  a  speech  made  some  days  ago  on  the  Trea- 
sury Note  bill,  complimented,  in  high  terms,  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wise]  on  the  same  subject,  and  had  rather  in- 
sinuated, that  he  had  thus  spoken  in  praise  of  that 
gentleman's  speech,  for  the  purpose  of  catching 
him. 

Mr.  STANLY  explained,  and  said  that  he  had 
insinuated  nothing  of  the  kind;  that  it  was  not  his 
p  actios  to  "  insinuate/'  but  always  to  state  very 
plainly  what  he  meant. 

Mr.  VANDBRPOELsa;d  be  it  so:  then  he  would 
in  anticipation  repel  ihe  inference,  that  in  the  praise 
he  hid  expressed  of  that  gentleman's  speech,  he 
was  or  could  have  been  actuated  by  ihe  hope  of 
"catefti!tg"him.  He  was  not  aware  that  be  had  in- 
dulged in  any  thing  like  fulsome  panegyric  fh  regard 
to  that  gentleman's  speech.  He  had  said,  and  would 
here  repeat,  that  fh?se  portions  of  his  speech  which 
related  to  the  subjects  of  distribution,  tariff,  and 
the  proposition  to  impose  immediate  duties  oh  silks 
and  wines,  were  unanswerable,  and  yet  unanswer- 
ed; that  they  were  distinguished  by  great  power  and 
ability,  and  that  his  argument  against  distribution 
was  more  crgent  and  complete,  than  was  that  of  an 
eminent  Senator  at  the  other  end  of  tbe  Capitol, 
[Mr.  Calhoun,]  distinguished  as  he  was  for  close 
logic  and  power  of  condensation.  Now  this  was 
what  he  thought  of  that  gentleman's  speech,  and  he 
bad  not  eipressed  his  sen? e  of  it  on  a  former  occa- 
sion with  the  vain  hope  of  "catching"  htm.  He 
knew  his  tubjtctloo  well  to  have  been  capable  of 
indulging  any  such  idle  hope.  Could  he  ever  have 
entertained  it,  he  would  first  have  suffered  no  little 
embarrassment  in  his  own  mind  as  to  the  most  eli- 
gible mean*  to  attsin  bis  object— whether  the  cat- 
o'nine-  tails,  or  more  emollient  means  would  be 
most  available.  A  moment's  reflection — the  mere 
recollection  of  that  gentleman'*  high  spirit,  would 
teach  him  that  the  first  of  the  above  alternatives 
would  be  worse  than  useless.  Here,  then,  would 
have  been  a  puzzler  at  the  outset.  But,  suppose 
this  preliminary  difficulty  to  have  been  overcome;  the 
next  question  be  would  have  mooted  in  bis  mind 
would  have  been,  whether,  after  getting  him, 
we  had  any  guarantee  that  we  could  keep  him,  or 
that  he  would  prove  to  be  worn  any  thing  tons; 
whether  it  might  not  turn  out  that  we  had  caught  a 
Tartar.  Mr.  V.  said,  that  he  and  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  entered  Congress  to- 
gether in  December,  1833,  and  from  that  day  be 
had  watched;  with  no  little  interest,  his  brilliant 
and  erratic  career.  You  and  I,  Mr.  Chairman, 
[Mr.  Bill,]  well  recollect  tbe  maiden  effort  of  tbe 
gentleman  on  this  floor,  upon  the  great  question  of 
tbe  removal  of  the  public  deposites.  Yon  and  I 
sat  together  during  that  protracted  session,  anj  can- 
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dor  requires  me  to  say  that,  with  my  knowledge  of 
your  great  ability,  I  thought  yon  a  little  too  taci- 
lurn  for  the  times.  I  say,  sir,  that  we  heard  this 
first  and  most  extraordinary  and  characteristic  ef- 
fort of  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
fie  and  I,  sir,  were  both  young  men,  and  were  for 
weeks  competitors  for  the  floor.  He  at  length  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  it.  The  fact  that  he  was 
elected  a  Jackson  man,  and  was  a  young  man 
of  genius  and  great  promise,  had  preceded  his 
advent  here.  I  had  lrarned  too,  that  he 
had  manifested  some  little  rebellions  symptoms, 
and  therefore  waited  for  his  speech  with  an  anxie'.y 
commingled  with  somewhat  of  fear.  He  delivered 
it,  8  r;  and  such  a  speech !  I  There  was  never  any 
thing  like  it  "in  the  heavens  above,  or  in  the  earth 
beneath,  or  in  the  waters  nnder  the  earth.*9  It  was 
truly  tuigentri$.  At  its  close,  it  would  have  been 
very  difficult  to  state  an  account  of  profit  and  loss 
to  either  party.  Both  were  well  belabored;  »ne  re- 
ceived a  box  aside  the  ear,  while  the  other  was 
saluted  with  a  kick  or  a  thump  in  the  body.  He 
had,  then,  known  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  too 
long  and  too  welUo  be  weak  enough  ever  to  at- 
tempt to  "eefeft"  him,  at  least  without  first  well  de- 
liberating as  to  the  best  means  to  be  employed,  and 
the  value  of  the  end  to  be  attained. 

After  Mr.  V.  had  concluded  his  remark*,  he  said 
he  owed  an  explanation  to  the  gentlemtn  from 
North  Caro  ina, [Mr.  Stanly.]  It  had  been  whis- 
pered that  he  bad  alluded  to  that  gentleman  as 
seckirg  office.  Mr.  V.  said  he  had  no  right  to  s  «y; 
he  had  never  heard  from  any  quarter,  that  that  gen- 
tleman was  seeking  office.  When  he  spoke  abiut 
office  seekers,  be  had  merely  drawn  a  fancy  sketch, 
and  did  not,  at  the  time,  think  it  would  give  um- 
brage. He  had  no  evidence,  direct  or  hearsay,  that 
that  gentleman  wanted  or  sought  office — much  less 
the  office  of  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  MORGAN, 
WISE,  and  others, 

Mr.  WELLER  said  he  had  not  risen  to  partici- 
pate in  the  irrelevant  debate  now  going  on,  but 
simply  to  say  a  word  in  relation  to  a  remark  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Staw- 
lt.]  He  said  he  regretted  rery  much  that  that 
gentleman  bad  seen  proper  to  assail  a  public  of- 
ficer, and  denounce  him  as  an  "incompetent 
wretch,"  when  he  admitted  that  he  bad  no  per- 
sonal fccqaain'ance  wi  h  him,  and  his  only  fault 
seemed  to  be  that  he  had  franked  speeches  or  docc- 
ments  into  North  Carolina.  Mr.  W.  said  be  was 
personally  acquainted  with  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury,  (Mr.  Burchanl)  and  kne  *  bim  to  be  as 
high  minded  and  honorable  a  man  as  any  member 
on  this  flo.  r. 

Mr.  STANLY  said,  having  no  acquaintance 
with  the  Solicitor,  he  made  the  remark  in  general 
terms,  and  did  not  assail  him  personally. 

Mr.  WELLER  continued.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  had  spoken  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Solicitor,  and  said  he  hoped  such  "income cent 
wretche*"  would  not  be  retained  in  office  by  the 
next  Administration.  If  the  remark  waj  not  ap- 
plied personally  to  the  Solicitor,  then,  sir,  (said  Mr. 
W.)  1  confess  I  do  not  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Nor  h  Carolina.  * 

Mr.  STANLY  replied  that  he  said  the  Solicitor 
had  franked  speeches  of  incompetent  wretches  into 
North  Carolina.   This,  said  he,  wa*  my  expression. 

Mr.  WELLER  resumed.  He  had  perhaps  mis- 
understood the  gentleman.  If  (said  Mr.  W  )  we 
have  to  appoint  a  committee  to  investigate  the  sub- 
ject of  franking,  no  doubt  it  would  be  found 
that  many  honorable  gentlemen  on  this  floor 
had  used  the  franking  privilege  to  a  much  grea'er 
extent  than  this  officer.  He  said  he  had  no  doubt 
many  abuses  of  this  privilege  had  been  comn  itted 
by  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  who  were  at  the  t  me 
receiving  eight  dollars  per  day  from  the  pub.ic 
Treasury.  I  do  not  (said  Mr.  W.)  complain  of 
gentlemen  for  franking  speeches,  &c.  to  their  con- 
stituents; for  I  have,  said  he,  exercised  the  right 
freely  myse  f,  and  shall  continue  to  do  it  as  long  as 
I  have  a  seat  here;  bus  sir,  the  law  confers  on  the 
Solicitor  tne  same  privilege,  and  he  has  a  right  to 
frank  what  documents  he  pleases,  either  into  the 
gentleman'*  State  or  any  where  else. 

The  Whia;  Executive  Qommjttee,  composed  of 


members  of  Congres?,  remained  here  during  the 
whole  of  last  summer,  and  franked  speeches  and  cir- 
culars and  addresses  alt  orer  the  country.  The 
State,  said  Mr.  W.  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent,  was  literally  shingled  over  with  them. 
If  the  documents  sent  by  the  Solicitor,  about  which 
the  gentleman  from  Nonh  Carolina  complains, 
were  of  a  lower  character  than  those  sent  out  by 
the  Executive  Committee,  then,  said  Mr.  W.  they 
must  have  been  dirty  stuff  indeed.  But,  said  Mr. 
W.  if  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  can 
show  that  this  officer  has  neglected  the  duties  en- 
joined upon  him  by  law,  then,  sir,  I  would 
be  the  last  man  on  this  floor  to  defend  him.  If, 
however,  said  he,  he  has  at  all  times  dis- 
charged his  official  duties  faithfully,  then,  sir, 
if  he  has  seen  proper,  in  his  leisure  hours,  to 
fratik  a  few  documents,  gentlemen  have  no 
right  to  complain — surely  they  will  not  claim 
the  right  to  dictate  the  manner  in  which  he  shall 
spend  his  leisure  time,  or  the  sort  of  documents  he 
shall  send  ou\  when  he  sees  proper  to  exercise  the 
franking  privilege  which  the  law  confers  on  him. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  simply  risen  to  remove  the 
im predion  which  the  rematks  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  were  calculated  to  make  on 
those  who  were  unacquainted  with  Mr.  B orchard. 
He  (Mr.  W  )  knew  that  man  well;  and  a  more  ef- 
ficient public  officer  could  not  be  found,  nor  a  more 
honorable  and  upright  man.  Thus  much  (.-aid  Mr. 
W.)  I  have  felt  it  necessary  to  say,  in  justice  to  an 
officer  who  comes  from  my  own  State,  and  whose 
character  at  home  is  above  suspicion  in  every  re- 
spect. 

Mr.  WISE,  after  some  preliminary  remarks, 
observed  thatfif  deviating  a  little  from  both  par- 
ties, and  acting  on  an  independant  ground,  was 
"erratic,1'  that  in  ihe  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  Near  York,  [Mr.  Vindkrpokl,]  he  was 
"erratic" 

Mr.  W.  went  on  to  say  that  he  feared  a  great 
many  of  the  Whig  party  who  had  hitherto  been 
crying  against  the  "  spoils1'  system  with  so  much 
earnestness,  were  now  going  for  the  <<  spoils"  them- 
selves. But  he  took  this  opportunity  to  give  them 
notice,  that  if  such  should  prove  the  case,  he  wonld 
lash  i  hem  as  he  had  done  others.  He  stood  now 
as  be  bad  always  stood.  He  stood  precisely  the 
same  as  he  did  before  the  election,  and  at  the  el- c- 
tkm.  He  was  a  Whig  then,  and  a  Whig  now, 
aud  he  would  take  the  occasion  to  say  that  neither 
sugar  nor  salt  could  catch  bim  in  acting  contrary  to 
his  conscience. 

After  some  further  remark?,  Mr;  W.  went  on  to 
?ay  that  it  was  time  for  the  Whig  party  to  go  back 
to  the  good  old  principles,  and  to  take  a  freth  start; 
but  whenever  they  stepped  aside,  either  to  the  right 
or  to  the  lift,  ihey  might  be  assured  that  they  would 
find  him  "erratic." 

All  who  know  bim,  knew  that  it  was  not  for 
men,  but  principles  for  which  he  went.  He  hoped 
that  General  Harrison  when  in  power,  would  act 
for  himself,  and  not  suffer  h'msclf  to  be  led  into 
measures,  for  the  benefit  of  sections  only;  but  that 
he  would  be  a  second  Washiagton,  and  act  for  the 
whole  country. 

Mr.  W.  after  some  observations  on  tne  tyranny 
of  party  drill,  raid  be  would  give  notice  that  if  they 
(his  Whig  friends)  attempted  to  bring  down  upon 
bim  the  tyranny  of  party,  he  would  resist  it,  as  he 
had  before  resisted  it  in  the  time  of  Jackson.  And 
on  the  other  hand,  continued  he,  so  long  as  I  hold  a 
seat  on  this  floor,  I  give  notice  that  it  they  offer 
me  a  •principality"  even,  they  cannot  catch  me. 
So  long  as  I  am  a  member  of  Congress,  they  will 
net  appoint  me  to  office.  I  ask  for  nothing,  and  I 
will  take  nothing.  Further,  whether  in  Congress 
or  out  of  Congres-*,  I  wrli  not  beg  for  office;  nor 
will  I  ask  my  friends  to  beg  for  me.  I  am  free, 
and  will  continue  to  be  free.  I  am  now  where  I 
have  always  stood,  and  where  I  shall  continue  to 
stand.  I  tell  >ou  I  can  go  with  neither  party  con- 
trary to  the  dictates  of  my  conscience*  I  will  be 
free  as  air;  free  as  the  eagle,  soaring  above  the 
trammels  of  party;  and  like  the  eagle  I  will  look 
down  upon  you  independent  and  alone. 

Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  say  that  be  would  not.  in 
the  political  wars  of  the  country,  be  drilled  in  the 
political  camp  as  thev  wete  in  Up  military  camp. 


I 


He  wished  here  to  say,  also,  that  all  the  castja.    • 
tioQ8  of  a  Whig  Editor  at  Richmond  would  act 
drive  him  into  drill. 

If,  continued  Mr.  W  I  fight,  I  shall  fight  after 
the  fashion  of  the  old  fellow  at  Yorktown,  who, 
with  a  long,  old  fashioned  fowling  piece,  a  cowi 
horn  fall  of  powder,  and  a  broad  brimmed  bat, 
kept  loading  and  firing,  bringing-  down  at  every 
discharge  one  of  the  enemy,  and  befog  unfa 
neither  drill  sergeant  nor  captain. 

Seeing  the  bravery  of  the  old  fellow,  one  would 
step  up  to  him  and  accost  htm: 

4 1  say  my  friend,  whit  company  do  you  belong 
to?" 

"Be  quiet,  you  bother  me;  don't  you  see  I  am 
busy*" 

Presently  another  would  address  the  old  fettov 
with— 

'Hallow,  there,  to  what  regiment  do  you  belongl* 

"Doa't  bjther  me;  I  belong  to  no  company,  tor 
regiment  neither;  1  am  fighting  against  the  Brians, 
and  on  eie  own  hook.'0  . 

Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  to  explain  that  he  was 
precisely  in  the  same  position  with  the  old  maaat 
Yorktown,  vis:  fighting  in  the  political  bame,)* 
his  own  hook.  He  neither  belonged  to  any  of  their 
little  companit  a,  or  to  the  tegular  army.  Bit  still 
be  was  ready  to  fight  the  enemy  and  to  do  battle 
with  the  red  coats,  like  the  old  man  at  Yorttota, 
with  an  honest  heart  and  without  bounty.  If, 
however,  gentlemen  would  join  his  utrraticw ar- 
my, he  then  would  become  a  regular.  Did  gaattV 
men  understand  him  now?  He  begged  to 
them  he  was  still  a  Whig,  and  would  fight 
the  British,  taking  as  good  aim  as  any  of  them. 

Mr.  JENIFER  here  took  the  floor  and  expressed 
his  intention  to  reply. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  Si 
hoped  the  Chair  would  not  suffer  the  debate  to  take 
any  longer  such  a  course. 

The  CHAIR  said,,  the  whole  debate  bad  been 
"erratic,"  but  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had 
risen  to  make  a  personal  explanation,  he  con- 
ceived the  usual  courtesy  observed  on  such  occa- 
sions, warranted  the  Chair  in  permitting  it  thai 
far. 

Mr.  JENIFER  then  proceeded,  but  spoke  in  so 
low  a  tone  that  he  could  not  be  heard  but  at  inter- 
vals. He  was  understood  to  allude  to  the  recent 
course  of  Mr.  Wis*  and  his  colleague  [Mr.  Mifc* 
lory  ]  He  also  made  Forae  observations  in  rela- 
tion or*  certain  gentlemen  taking  the  '  back  track.*1 

Mr.  WISE  said,  as  the  ge  ntleman  from  Mary- 
land appeared  to  be  the  drill  sergeant  of  the  party, 
he  would  ask  him  if  he  had  found  out  the  opinions 
of  all  his  Whig  friends  on  Ihe  floor.  Wonld  the 
gentleman  be  kind  enough  to  tell  htm  whether  he 
had  ascertained  the  opinions  of  any  of  his  Whig 
friends,  except  his  (Mr.  WVi)  and  the  gentleman 
from  the  Norfolk  district  [Mr.  Mallobt?] 

Mr.  JENIFER  said  he  possessed  no  more  infor- 
mation as  to  the  opinions  of  his  Whig  friends  than 
the  gentleman  himself. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  called  both  the  gentlemen  from 
Maryland  and  Virginia  to  order,  on  the  ground  of 
irrelevancy. 

Mr.  GRAVES  hoped  that  the  debate  wonld  pro- 
ceed, until  the  position  of  Mr.  Wis*  should  be  Al- 
ly understood. 

The  CHAIR  hoped  the  good  sense  of  the  genus- 
men  would  enable  them  to  see  that  the  debate  had 
assumed  an  improper  latitutude. 

After  some  discussion  of  a  conversational  cha- 
racter on  the  point  order, 

Mr.  JENIFER,  on  leave,  resumed  his  remarks. 
He  proceeded  to  say  that  the  commanding  atdtado 
that  the  gentleman  irom  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise)  held 
through  the  country,  rendered  it  highly  important 
that  his  true  position  should  be  known.  The  gen- 
tlemau,  in  his  recent  three  days'  speech,  not- 
withstanding the  doctrines  advanced,  had  suH 
avowed  that  he  was  a  Whig.  But  he, 
Mr.  J.  would  tell  the  gentleman  that  when  an  In- 
dividual avowed  certain  doctrines,  it  was  not  for 
that  individual  to  say  whether  he  was  a  Whig  or 
not  It  was  for  the  country  to  determine!  after  aw 
avowal  of  those  doctrines,  what  he  was. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  J.  in  reply  to  a 
question  from  tfr.  Wn*,  amid,  I  as*  the  gentleman 
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to  Jay  his  finger  up  .,n  aay  oae  portion  of  hi*  three 
days*  speech,  which  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  Ad- 
ministration party  now  in  power. 

Mr.  WISE  replied  that  when  the  speech  should 
have  been  primed,  he  would  then  show  maay 
points  where  no  Loco  Foco.  wool!  agree  with 
him. 

Mr.  JENIFER  understood  the  gentleman  to 
have  said  that  he  had  pleased  some  of  both  par- 
ties. Now  he  desired  to  know  how  the  gentlemftn 
did  3 1 and,  or  whether  he  was  in  a  state  of  be- 
tween Uy. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  did  not  stand  in  a  state  of  be- 
tweeni'v:  he  was  a  Wh«g.  Bat  he  did  not  choose 
to  be  driven  ont  of  the  ranks  by  gentlemen  who  as- 
sumed to  speak  for  the  coming  Administration,  b> 
fote  they  knew  what  the  measure  of  that  Admi- 
nistration would  be.  Perhaps,  when  the  measures 
of  that  Administration  should  be  made  known,  he 
would  have  as  much  power  to  unchurch  certain 
gentlemen,  as  they  supposed  themselves  to  pos- 
sess. 

Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  to  denounce  the  idea  of 
having  so  many  "IMU  Hairrisons"  in  the  House, 
dictating  aud  speaking  for  the  coming  Administra- 
tion, when  it  could  not  be  known  what  the  mea- 
sures of  that  Administration  would  be.  He  (Mr. 
W.)  had  been  dragged  into  this  discussion  by  the 
remarks  on  bis  course  by  the  Whig  papers  on  one 
ban  1,  and  the  Loco  Foco  papers  on  the  other.  He 
wished  merely  to  assert  that  the  frieads  of  General 
Harrison  we;e  not  all  of  one  mind  as  to  the  mea- 
sures proper  to  be  pursued;  and  this  being  the  case, 
he  denounced  ihe  idea  of  any  one  section  setting 
themselves  up  as  the  party.  Mr.  W.  concluded  by 
a?ain  asking  Mr.  Jenifer  if  ht/  bad  sounded  all  ha 
Whig  friends. 

Mr.  JENIFER  said  he  did  not  speak  for  either 
General  Hamson,  or  any  body  besides  h  m*elf,  on 
that  ftjor.  Mr.  J.  then  proce  ded  to  notice  the  fol- 
lowing remark  of  Mr.  Wi  a,  viz:  "that  if  any  man 
attemptfd  to  bring  down  the  tyranny  of  party  on 
him,  he  should  be  lashed,  etc."  Now  he,  Mr.  J. 
desired  to  know  if  the  gentleman  meant  to  say  that 
any  party  drill  had  been  attempted  to  be  exercised 
against  him  h?re.    If  so,  let  him  point  it  out. 

Mr.  WISE,  (across  )  I  point  it  out  now;  I  re- 
fer to  you. 

Mr.  JENIFER  said  the  gentleman  in  the  coarse 
of  his  remarks,  had  intimated  that  he  was  resolved 
to  fi*h:  on  his  own  hook.  Bat  he  would  temiud 
him,  that  people  were  sometimes' hung  on  their  o#n 
hook.  Mr.  J.  then  went  on  to  argue  that  the 
course  taken  by  Mr.  Wise  was  calculated  to  bring 
distrust  upon  the  coming  Administration. 

After  some  explanation  from  Mr.  WISE,  in 
which  he  disclaimed  any  design  to  bring  distinct 
upon  the  coming  Administration,  or  that  he  had 
made  any  ch  •» rge  against  it, 

Mr.  JENIFER  **id  he  was  happy  to  hear  that 
the  gentleman  disavowed  charging  any  thing 
asainst  the  coming  Administration.  But  at  the 
same  time,  he  would  a^k  that  gentleman  whether 
it  would  not  be  more  manly  to  make  direct  charges 
than,  to  pursue  the  course  he  had?  Mr.  J.  was  un- 
derstood fanher  to  say,  that  if  the  gentleman  dM 
not  distrust  the  coming  Administration,  why  was 
all  this  cry  about  the  danger  of  a  high  protective 
tariff 7  When  the  gentleman  spoke  about  the 
"spoils,"  the  "lash,"  etc.  what  did  he  mean,  if  he 
did  not  distrust  the  Administration?  Why  this  de- 
nunciation, if  there  was  no  objrc?  When  the  gen- 
tleman said  he  could  not  support  the  coming  Ad- 
ministration unless  it  should  agree  with  his  views, 
d  d  he  go  beyond  any  other  Whi?7  The  gentle- 
man had  thought  proper  to  make  a  speech  in  ad- 
vance, to  show  the  ruinous  effects  of  an  extra  ses- 
sion, and  the  danger  <f  adopting  measures  when 
the  Representatives  cams  fresh  from  the  people, 
tinder  the  influence  of  triumphant  feelings.  He, 
Mr.  J.  considered  that  it  was  srfer  to  legislate  when 
the  Tteprrtenutives  came  fresh  Irom  the  people. 
Mr.  WISE  h»re  rose  to  explain. 
Mr  ANDREWS  called  him  to  order.  In  his 
opinion,  the  debate  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  pro- 
ceed any  further. 

Several  members  called  Mr.  Andsbws  to  order, 
on  the  ground  that  be  had  called  Mr.  Wise  to  or- 
der before  that  gentleman  bad  sajd  any  thing. 


Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  risen  to  make  a  sweep- 
ing declaraii  n,  viz:  that  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland had  not  ttateJ  correctly  a  single  position  be 
(Mr.  W.)  had  taken  the  other  day. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  Ther,-l  he  his  said  some- 
thing new,  and  I  call  him  to  order  on  the  ground  of 
irrelevancy. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  point  of  orfer, 

Mr.  WISE,  on  leave,  proceeded,  and  denied 
that  he  bad  ever  said  be  anticipated  all  would  b* 
wrong  in  the  coming  Administration,  as  charged 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  He  said  no 
such  thing.  On  the  contrary,  he  believed  that  all 
would  be  right. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
did  say,  however,  that  tome  gentlemen  wee  trying 
to  swerve  the  Administration  firm  its  course,  and 
he  meant  the  gen  te  man  from  Maryland  ax  one  of 
them,  for,  continued  Mr.  W.  every  mite  goes  to 
makes  a  aoa<s. 

Mr.  W.  went  on  to  say,  that  as  he  had  found 
gentlemen  actively  engaged  in  man ufactuiing  pub- 
lic opinion  in  advance,  as  the  sentiments  of  the 
Whig  party,  he  thought  it  high  time  that  he  should 
speak,  lest  hit  silence  might  be  construed  into  ac- 
quiescence. And  when  certain  sentiment*  were 
held  forth,  in  relation  to  the  tariff,  the  distribution 
system,  Ac.  he  had  taken  tbe  liberty  of  saying  that, 
as  one  of  tbe  Whg  party,  they  were  not  his  senti- 


After  some  further  observations  as  to  his  views  on 
the  tariff  question,  Mr,  W.  expressed  his  repugnance 
to  any  set  of  Whigs  undeitaking  to  manufacture 
public  opinion,  before  in?  Lew  Administration 
cams  into  power. 

But  said,  Mr.  W.  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
ban  said  that  it  would  be  a  little  more  manly  for  me 
to  come  out,  etc.  Now,  all  I  have  >o  say  is,  that 
the  gentleman  is  about  thir'y  yarx  older  thai  I  am, 
yet  he  cannot  teach  me  man>ine«.  Mr.  W.  said 
if  the  gentleman  would  lop  off  a  little  of  bis  Fede- 
ralism, he  would  go  with  him  as  far  as  he  could, 
hut  in  tbe  fat  place  it  would  be  necessary  to  see 
how  far  they  could  go,  as  he  expected  to  go  with 
the  gentleman  in  a  variety  of  matters. 

Mr.  W.  then  stated  that  he  was  in  favor  of  eco- 
nomy and  retrenchment  in  the.  expenses  of  Go- 
vernment; against  appropriations  for  internal  im- 
provement etc. 

Mr.  JENIFER  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
differed. 

After  xomt  further  explanation  between  ihe  gen- 
tlemen a4*  to  their  views, 

Mr.  WISE  said,  but  the  gentleman  contends  that 
because  I  do  not  go  for  a  distribution  and  a  tariff, 
that  I  am  no  Whig. 

Mr.  JENIFER.    I  said  no  such  thing.    I  said 
■      (the  remainder  of  the  sentence  was  not 
heard.) 

Mr.  WISE.  Weil,  that  is  precisely  the  same 
thing.  It  amounts  to  this  that  unless  I  vote  for  a 
tariff  on  luxuri?*,  i  am  ni  Whig.  But  my  con- 
stituents will  see  my  politics  on  that  rubjret 
when  my  speech  is  printed.  Mr.  W.  went 
on  to  say.  that  if  other  gentlemen  had  not 
defined  their  position,  and  spoke  for  the 
coming  Administration,  he  would  not  have 
said  a  word.  He  wished  merely  to  have 
it .  understood,  that  the  friends  of  the  coming 
Administration  dffertd  in  their  views  on  certain 
ma  ters.  But  for  doing  this,  said  Mr.  W.  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  has  taken  me  in  hand,  with 
my  colleague  from  the  Noifolk  district.  There  are 
some  whote  tn'ellects  are  so  dull  that  ihry  ****#£ 
understand;  while  there  are  others  who  uiU  not  un- 
derstaid.  But  my  friend  from  Maryland  is,  I 
know,  an  intelligent  gentlemen,  and  I  cannot  sop- 
pose  that  he  is  one  of  these  who  are  not  whiting  to 
understand.  I  heps  I  am  not  in  tht  w*«  of  my 
friend  from  Maryland,  and  that  it  is  bis  wi >h  to 
put  me  out  of  the  way. '  1  hope  it  is  neither  the  ob- 
ject of  that  gentlemen,  nor  others,  to  put  me  out  of 
the  way. 

Now,  said  Mr.  W.  in  order  that  my  friend  from 
Maryland  may  understand  me  folly,  I  wiU  tell  him 
that  I  do  not  intend  to  stand  in  his  way;  and  if  he 
wishes  to  go  to,  Europe  to  attend  to  the  tobacco  in- 
terest, i  assure  that  /  do  not  want  to  go.    If  aay 

or  of  my  Whig  friends  sappases  that  I  am  in 


his  or  their  way,  they  may  dispel  their  fears,  for  I 
assure  them  I  shall  be  in  the  way  of  none  of  them. 
Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  'o  say,  that  neither  he 
nor  his  constituents  *h  uld  ever  be  brought  under 
the  drill  of  parly.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Jsvipxr]  had,  in  the  course  of  his  speech, 
thought  proper  to  be  very  witty,  end  to  tay,  that 
"it  sometimes  happened  that  gen/lemen  who  fought 
on  their  own  hook,  wen  kung  on  iheir  own  hook." 
Now,  he,  Mr.  W.  would  *ay,  in  reply,  that  some 
gentlemen  were  never  hang  at  all. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  also  said  that 
he  speaks  for  nobody  but  himself.  He  said,  how- 
ever, almost  in  the  same  breath,  (hat  if  I  took  the 
ground  I  did  against  a  protective  tariff,  etc.  I  dif- 
fered from  all  the  Whig  party,  with  ihe  exception 
of  the  gentleman  from  the  Norfolk  District.  Now, 
here  he  has  onderiaken  to  speak  for  all  the  Whigs 
but  two  and  a  half;  for  my  colleague  from  the  Nor- 
folk District  counts  one,  an  1 1  and  my  friend  from 
Maryland  compose  the  remaining  one  and  a  half. 
■  Bur,  continued  Mr.  W.  I  tell  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  that  on  the  question  of  the  distribution 
and  the  tariff,  he  bas  found  more  than  two  and  a 
half  Where'is  the  gen' If  man  from  Oeorgia,  [Mr. 
Alposd?]  Did  be  not  give  bis  views  the  other  day 
in  sufficiently  plain  terms  for  the  gentleman?  Now, 
although  my  friend  from  Maiyland  took  me  to  task 
on  the  score  of  "manliness,"  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  he  will  admit  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to 
be  a  whole  man.  ,    . 

But,  said  Mr.  W.  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
has  asked  mi  where  is  the  tyranny  of  party?  Why, 
there  it  is,  (pointing  to  Mr.  Jenifer;)  there  is  the 
drill  sergeant  himself.  He  took  me  into  bis  hands, 
and  one  of  my  best  friends  from  Kentucky  [Mr- 
Gaavas]  undertook  to  help. 
Mr.  GRAVES  explained. 
Mr.  WISE  went  on  to  say  that  be  would  make 
gentlemen  understand  him  before  he  had  done.  He 
had  said  that  he  would  not  be  brought  under  party 
drill,  and  whenever  it  should  be  attempted,  he 
would  resist  it.  It  had  now  been  attempted, 
and  he  now  resisted  it.  Tbe  party  yrill  had  al- 
ready commenced,  but  he  would  not  submit  to  it. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Tennessee  made  som*  ob- 
servations in  relation  to  imputations  on  the  Whig 
party. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  made  no  imputations  on 
the  Whig  party.  He  would  further  say,  that,  ho 
acknowledged  no  gentleman  there  as  the  Whig 
por/y. 

After  some  further  discussion  of  a  conversational 
character, 

Mr.  WISE  went  on  to  say  that  he  did  not  ac- 
knowledge the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
Jjsnipxr]  as  the  Whiir  party.  And  (aid  Mr.  W.) 
I  tell  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  that  if  sis  ty- 
ranny is  all  I  have  to  resist,  I  can  soon  overcome  it. 
Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  say  that  none  other  of  bis 
Whig  friends  had  a'temp'til  to  subject  him  to  party 
drill,  bat  that  ihe  Wbig  papers  had  attempted  it. 

Bat,  ^aid  Mr.  W.  even  if  it  were  my  design  to 
separate  from  the  party,  it  would  be  a  question 
with  me  whether  honesty  lies  on  the  side  of  these 
in  power,  or  on  the  side  of  those  out  of  power.  But 
I  wish  it  to  be  understood  at  home  and  elsewhere, 
that  I  spurn  the  attempt  to  unchurch  me,  whether 
insidiously  or  openly,  directly  or  indirectly.  If  any 
one  is  to  hold  the  sword  over  my  bea<*,  the  General 
bimWf  shall  do  it,  but  no  drill  s«r*eant  shall. 

Mr.  JENIFER  was  nnderstt  od  to  ask  if  there 
was  any  thing  personal  intended  by  the  above  re- 
mark*. 

Mr.  WISE  disclaimed  any  pergonal  allusion  in 
appryibg  the  term  •■drill  sergeant-,"  but,  said  he,  I 
will  tell  the  gentleman  fn  m  Maryland,  that  if  he 
attempts  to  whip  me  into  the  rar,ksf  he  will  And  me 
as  difficult  to  drive  as  the  Irishman's  pig.  The  gen- 
tleman will  no  doubt  remember  the  story. 

An  Irishman  was  attempting  to  drive  an  obsti- 
nate pig. 

"Arrah  and  Pat,"  said  a  friend,  "whete  is  it 
that  yourself  is  a  going  » 

"Hnsb,  honey,  my  dear,"  said  the  driver,  "it's  to 
C  <rk  I  am  going,  sure;  but  for  the  blood  o'ye  spake 
sofl,  or  the  pig  will  hear!" 

After  an  application  of  the  above  to  his  politic*! 
course,  and  ihe  absurdity  of  any  attempt  to  drive 
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him,  Mr.  W.  said  his  position  was  based  on  high 
prindpUs,  and  not  men;  and  on  those  principles  he 
was  read?  to  stand  or  fall. 

Mr.  WISE  addressed  the  committee  at  great 
length  in  regard  to  his  position;  after  which, 

Mr.  STANLY  withdrew  the  motion  to  strike 
oat. 

Mr.  JENIFER  renewed  it;  and  proceeded  to  re- 

J>ly  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Wise  ;  and  had  spoken 
or  a  few  minutes, 

When  Mr.  ANDREWS  insisted  on  the  point  of 
order,  that  the  whole  debate,  being  irrelevant,  was 
out  of  order. 

And  the  CHAIR  decided  it  to  be  so. 

Mr.  GRAVES  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Jenifer]  would  be  allowed  to  go  on, 
until  the  Honse  thoroughly  understood  the  position 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise  ] 

After  some  conversation,  Mr.  WELLER  moved 
that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  hare  leave  to 
proceed. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  asked  for  tellers,  that  it  might 
be  seen  who  were  in  favor  of  going  on  with  the 
business  of  the  country,  and  who  in  favor  of  con- 
tinuing this  irrelevant  and  useless  debate. 

But  the  call  for  tellers  was  not  seconded. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  leave  to  proceed 
,  was  granted  without  a  divition. 

Mr.  JENIFER  then  proceeded,  yielding  the  floor 
to  occasional  explanations  from  Mr.  Wise.  Mr. 
jENina  having  closed — 

Mr.  WISE  took  the  floor,  and,  leave  having  been 
given  to  him  to  proceed,  replied  to  Mr.  Jenifer. 
Mr.  Wise  having  concluded — 

Mr.  GRAVES  next  addressed  the  committee, 
and  was  followed  by  Mr.  POPE  and  Mr.  AN- 
DREWS, until  half  past  six  o'clock,  when  the  com- 
mittee rose. 

And  then,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  LINCOLN, 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
form  in  which  patents  for  the  public  lands  have 
been  executed.  The  report  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  en  the  Public  Land>,  te  the  end  that 
the  committee  may  inquire  into  the  legality  ot  the 
patents  heretofore  issued,  and,  if  they  are  found  de- 
fective, to  report  a  bill  to  legalize  them. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

While  the  House  was  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions  during  the  year  1841,  and  pro- 
viding for  the  expense  of  removing  such  Seminole 
Indians  as  may  be  disposed  to  emigrate  to  the 
West,  was  received  from  the  Senate  with  an  im- 
material amendment,  which  the  Honse  immediately 
considered  and  agreed  to. 

And  so  the  bill  has  passed  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress* 


IN  SENATE, 
Tuesday,  February  16,  1841. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  appeared  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  Senate  this  morning. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  to  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  17th  December  last,  respecting 
the  aale  of  machinery  engaged  in  the  construction 
of  roads  and  harbors;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  also  presented  several 
memorials  from  citizens  of  Florida,  remonstrating 
against  the  cession  of  any  portion  of  that  Territory 
to  the  Seminoles;  which  were  severally  referred  to 
the  Cemmittee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Arkansas,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  post 
route;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  of  David 
Robb;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  House  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  au 
thorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and 
to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropria- 
ted lands  within  the  same;"  reported  the  same  with- 
091  amendment.  * 


Mr.  W.  said  as  the  bill  was;  nearly  the  same  as 
that  passed  at  previous^sesrioas^the  only  differ- 
ence being  that  it  was.  less  favorable  to  the  State  of 
Tennessee  than  the  former  bill— he  hoped  the  Se- 
nate would  now  order  it  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  wished  to  look  into  the  bill  be- 
fore its  passage,  and  hoped  ifwould  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow.  \t 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  suggested  that  it  might 
be  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-day,  and  as  the 
question  on  its  passage  would  not  come  up  until  to- 
morrow, the  Senator  in  the  meanwhile  could  ex- 
amine the  bill. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said,  he  was  informed  by  a 
friend  near  him,  [Mr.  Huntington,]  that  the  bill 
could  not  then  be  amended;  and  he  would  there- 
fore prefer  that  its  farther  consideration  should 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow;  which  was  accord- 
ingly ordered. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  %the  memorial  of  William  G. 
Cheever,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  their  further 
consideration;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  giving  authority  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  audit  and  settle  the  accounts  between  the 
United  Slates  and  David  Gelston,  formerly  collec- 
tor of  the  port  of  New  York;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  H.  also  from  the  cemmittee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caroline  E.  Cli- 
therall,  widow  off  Dr.  George  C.  Clitherall,  late  a 
surgeon  on  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  reported 
the  same,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claim*,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Daniel  Piatt,  deceased;  which  was  read, 
and  oidered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  making 
appropriations  to  complete  certain  military  roads 
leading  to  the  frontier  posts  bordering  on  Texas 
and  the  Indian  Territory,  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Esther  John- 
son, widow  of  Col.  Jonas  Johnson  of  North  Caroli- 
na, deceased;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  se- 
cond reading. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

Jfesofocd,  That  the  map  of  the  country  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  made  under  the  direction  of  the 
War  Department  by  J.  N.  Nicollet,  esq.  and  the 
report  in  reference  to  the  same,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  Congress,  under  the  direction  of  the  chief  of 
the  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers,  and  that 
two  hundred  copies  thereof  be  delivered  to  the  War 
Department,  and  to  the  bureau  of  Topographical 
Engineers,  for  distribution,  and  three  hundred,  ad- 
ditional copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Walkir  said  the  report  of  Mr.  Nicollet 
and  accompanying  map  of  the  region  of  the  Up- 
per Mississippi,  prepared  under  the  direction  of 
Congress,  and  the  supervision  of  the  D?  part  men  t  of 
War,  would  be  found  among  the  most  accurate, 
scientific,  interesting,  and  instructive,  ever  made  in 
this  country.  It  commences  at  the  city  of  St. 
Louis,  as  its  southeastern  paint  of  departure,  and 
terminates  at  our  northern  boundary,  east  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  extending  from  the  39ih  to  the 
49th  parallel  of  north  latitude,  and  from  90  to  100 
of  longitude  west  of  Greenwich.  Stretching  from 
near  Lake  Superior  on  the  east  to  the  great  western 
bend  of  the  Missouri  river  on  the  west,  and  em- 
bracing the  entire  basin  of  the  Upper  Mississippi, 
it  included  a  region  more  extensive  than  several  of 
the  largest  States  of  the  Union.  It  was  a  region 
most  salubrious,  and  unsurpassed  in  beauty  and 
fertility.  In  mineral  wealth,  it  was  unequalled  in 
the  world,  and  was  interspersed  with  timber  and 
prairie  lands,  and  many  hundred  lakes,  both  fresh 
and  salt,  that  might  well  challenge  a  comparison 
with  those  of  any  other  country.  This  survey  em- 
braces 245  geographical  positions,  deduced  from 
more  than  ten  thousand  astronomical  observations; 
An  enlarged  system  of  barometrical  observa- 
tions had  been  carried  on  for  several  years,  in 
which  Mr.  Nicollet  had  been  aided   by  many 


scientific  gentleman;  and  by  these  means,  the  topo- 
graphical features  of  the  whole  region,  and  its  ab- 
solute elevation  above  the  sea,  will  be  represented 
with  the  greatest  accuracy.  The  report  will  repre- 
sent the  geology  and  botany  of  this  vast  region,  its 
vegetable  and  mineral  resources.  The  report  and 
map  will  be  highly  honorable  to  their  unassuming 
bnt  able  and  scientific  author — to  the  country  by 
whom  be  h«s  been  employed,  and  id  the  Secretary 
of  War,  who,  with  so  much  zeal  and  energy, 
has  pressed  forward  this  important  work.  The 
rivets  Mississippi  and  Missouri,  for  several  thou- 
sand mile?,  are  surveyed  and  delineated  with  the 
greatest  accuracy — with  all  their  physical  features 
and  incHents— their  banks,  their  hills  and  valleys, 
their  channels,  shoals,  and  sand  bars,  with  the 
velocity  of  current  and  depth  of  Jwater.  To  the 
emigrant,  the  farmer, .tbe  merchant  and  navigator 
— to  the  topographer  and  geographer — the  botanist, 
the  mineralogist  and  geologist— to  the  scholar  and 
statesman,  and  to  the  whole  country,  this  was  a 
work  of  the  highest  importance.  To  the  Ameri- 
can patriot  also, whose  love  of  the  Union  embraced 
his  whole  country  and  all  its  parts,  this  report  and 
survey  would  afford  abundant  materials  for  de- 
lightful contemplation  and  animated  hopes,  in 
marking  the  onward  progress  of  this  great 
nation.  He  would  here,  in  this  hitherto 
almost  unexplored  region  of  the  West,  be- 
behold  a  country  larger  than  any  empire  in 
Europe,  save  one,  where,  in  a  very  few  years,  there 
will  be  three  new  Siates,  among  the  largest  and 
most  fertile  in  the  Union — Wiskonsan,  Iowa, 
and  another  embracing  the  beautiful  Fountain 
lake  near  our  northern  boundary,  delineat- 
ed on  this  map,  where  the  great  Mississippi 
commences  its  southern  course  to  the  Gulf.  As 
a  mere  money  question,  tbe  publication  of  this 
map  and  report  would  be  most  important  ia  aid  of 
ihe  final  settlement  of  the  great  subject  of  selling 
our  mineral  lands,  heretofore  refened  by  the  Se- 
nate to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  would, 
he  hoped,  be  decided  upon  at  tbe  next  session. 
Unless  important  improvements  in  mining  and 
smelting  were  introduced,  and  the  utmost  facilities 
afforded  in  the  acquisition  of  these  lands,  there  was 
some  reasen  to  fear  that  lead,  when  the  tariff 
reached  its  minimum  in  1842,  could  not  be  brought 
from  the  West  to  the  East  in  successful  competition 
with  foreign  lead;  a  result,  that  by  due  attention  to 
mining  and  smelting,  and  utmost  facilities  in  ob- 
taining these  lands,  might  be  prevented,  and  thus 
these  three  great  States,  that  must  soon  emerge 
from  territorial  pupilage,  might  have  no  inducement 
presented  to  support  the  high  tariff  policy.  In  this 
point  of  view,  the  question  became  one  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  South,  as  well  as  the 
North;  and  Mr.  W.  hoped  there  would,  there- 
fore, be  no  objection  from  any  quarter  to  printing 
this  map  and  report. 

Mr.  BENTON,  in  a  few  remarks,  concurred  in 
the  views  of  Mr.  Walker  as  to  the  great  value  of 
the  work,  and  the  propriety  of  its  publication. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Revived,  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  confirming  William  Triplett  ot  Missouri  in  his 
claim  to  a  tract  of  land. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

Resolved >  That  the  Senate  will,  on  Thursday  next, 
at  one  o'cleck,  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  public 
Printer  for  the  Senate,  for  the  Twenty-seventh  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  NORV ELL  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion tor  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  forty-seventh  rule  be  so  far 
suspended  as  that  ladies  introduced  by  Senators, 
may,  for  the  residue  of  the  present  session,  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  privileged  seats  within  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  joint  reso- 
lution to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
make  contracts  and  advances  for  American  water- 
rotted  hemp  for  a  limited  time,  was  taken  op,  con- 
sidered a*  in  committee  of  the  wbole,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Pamelia  Allen, 
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widow  of  the  late  Samuel  Allen,  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution;  ud 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  equitable 
eommissiona  to  the  agents  or  attorneys  of  persons 
in  whose  favor  awards  nave  been  made  nnder  four 
several  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  cer- 
tain foreign  powers;  which  awards  have  been  re- 
tained in  the  Treasury  in  payment  of  debts  due  the 
United  Stales;  were  severally  considered  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

BANKRUPT  LAW. 

The  bill  to  establisb-a  uniform  system  of  bank* 
ruptey  was  taken  up— the  question  being  on  Mr. 
HmnuanlB  motion  to  amend  by  including  incorpo- 
rated companies  within  its  provisions. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  Mr.  NICHOLAS,  Mr.  LINN, 
1*1  Mr.  CALHOUN,  severally  addressed  the  Se- 
nate on  the  amendment;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuesday,  February  16,  1841. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  enable  him  to  submit  a  resolution 
requiring  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  re- 
port a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  defence 
of  the 

NORTHEASTERN  FRONTIER. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

Mr.  CARR  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  said  he  could  save  the* 
time  of  the  House,  by  stating  that  this  matter  was 
now  before  the  Military  Committee,  and  that,  in  a 
day  or  two,  they  would  present  a  general  system  of 
defence.  He  did  not  believe  tbe  business  would 
be  at  all  expedited  by  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

The  question  was  taken  on  a  call  of  the  House, 
and  resulted— ayes  36,  noes  54:  no  quorum  voting. 

The  question  was  about  beiog  again  taken,  when 

Mr.  MORGAN  called  for  tbe  }eas  and  nayp, 
which  were  ordered,  aad  were — y*as  62,  nays  70. 

So  the  House  refused  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Fillmore  to  suspend  the  rules,  by  yeas  and. 
nays,  as  follows: 

YEA8— Mcssr*.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  An- 
derson, Andrews,  Atherton,  Baker,  Barnard,  Be  ai- 
ry, Bell,  Boardman,  Boyd,  Brisgs,  Brockway, 
Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  Bynum,  Calhoun, 
Carry  Carroll,  Cai.-y,  Chittenden,  Clifford,  Wil- 
liam R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Craig,  Cranston,  Crary, 
Cross,  Edward  Da  vies,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Da- 
vis, Dawson,  Deberry,  Dickerson,  Duan,  Doe, 
Eastman,  Edward*,  Ely,  Evans,  Everett,  Fill- 
more, Fine,  Floyd,  Fornance,  Galbraith,  Gates, 
Gerry,  Goegin,  Goode,  Giatger,  Graves  Grin- 
nell,  Habersham,  Hammond,  Hand,  John  Hast- 
ings, Hawcs,  Henry,  Hoffman,  Hunt,  Jackson, 
James  Jameatn,  Charles  Johnston,  Joseph  John- 
son, Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Kempshall, 
Bitle,  King,  Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lincoln, 
Lowell,  McCarty,  McCInre,  McCnlloch,  Meredith 
Mallory,  Marvin,  Medill,  Miller,  Mitcbel1,  Mon- 
roe, Montanya,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Nay  lor, 
Palen,  Parrish,  Paynter,  Peck,  Profit',  Randall, 
Randolph,  Rariden,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Ridgway, 
Edward  Rogers,  Russell,  Shaw,  Simonton,  Slade, 
Tratnan  Smiih,  Starkweather,  Steenrod,  Strong, 
Smart,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Philip  F.  Tho- 
mas, Tillinghast,  Toland,  David  D.  Wagener, 
Warren,  Watterson,  Weller,  John  While,  Wick, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  Thomas  W.  Williams, 
Henry  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Christopher  H. 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  and  .Wonhtngton 
—127. 

NATS— Messrs.  Banks,  Beirne,  Blackwel1, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  J>hn  Camp- 
bell, Chapman,  Cmnor,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Den- 
nis, Dromgojlc,  Earl,  Graham.  Ghffin,  Hawking 
Hideo,  H<  pkins,  Hubbard,  Lewis,  Lucas,  Mc- 
Cleltan,  McKay,  Montgomery,  Peuikin,  Pickens, 
Rhett,  Samuels,  Thomas  Smith,  Sumter,  Waddy 


Thompson,  Turney,  Underwfad,  and  Joseph  L. 
Williams— 34. 

•So  the  rules  were  suspended.  '' 

The  question  was  then  taken  dn  the  reception  of 
the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— ayes 
79,  noes  58. 

And  on  the  question,  Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  put? 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  called   for  the  yeas  and 


Mr. 


r.  COOPER  of  Georgia  moved  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table;  but 

Mr.  FILLMORE  having  modified  his  resolution, 
as  follows: 

Reiolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
reporting  a  bill  making  the  necessary  appropria- 
tions for  fortifications,  naval  armaments,  and  other 
neceasaiy  preparations  to  place  tbe  country  in  a 
proper  state  of  defence, 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion. 

The  main  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

CIVIL.  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL 
Mr  JONE8  of  Virginia  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  resume  the  consideration  of 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  said  thai  a  special  order  (the 
steamboat  bills)  had  been  assigned  for  this  day. 

Mr.  JONES  moved  to  postpone  the  special  order 
unlit  Monday  next;  and, 

On  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

So  the  special  order  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Bxll  in  the  chair)  and  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
year  1841. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion,  made  by 
Mr.  Jenifer  on  yesterday,  to  strike  out  the  item 
ufor  compensation  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
three  thousand  dollars,"  and  decided  iu  the  nega- 
tive. 

After  the  adoption  of  some  incidental  amend- 
ments, 

Mr.  LEONARD  moved  to  strike  out  tkre*  in 
line  334,  and  insert  ties,  and  in  line  327  strike  out 
tight  hundred  and  seven,  and  inset  t  three  hundred 
end  sixty. 
Tbe  amendments  were  agreed  to. 
Mr.  McCARTY  moved  futther  to  amend  the 
same  section,  by  inserting  in  line  336,  after  the 
word  repairs,  thirty  thousand,  (to  be  appropriated 
for  the  repair  of  the  Potomac  Bridge,  that  being 
the  amount  estimated  to  be  necessary  for  the  en- 
gineer,) so  as  to  reai, 

"For  compensation  to  two  assistants  to  die  Com- 
missioner, as  superintendent  of  the  Potomac 
bridge,  at  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day,  in- 
cluding oil  for  lamps,  fuel,  and  repairs,  thirty-one 
thousand,  three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. " 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  McCARTY, 
REED,  BARNARD,  W.  C.  JOHNSON,  MON- 
ROE, and  GRAHAM, 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment— ayes  65,  noes  40— no  quorum. 

Toe  question  was  again  taken,  but  still  no  quo- 
rum voting, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS,  the  com- 
mittee rose  aud  reported  that  fact  to  the  House. 
But 

It  having  been  ascertained  by  the  SPEAKER 
that  a  quorum  was  now  present, 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole;  and 

The  question  was  then  takrn  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment,  »nd  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, as  follow*: 
,      "That  so  much  of  this  sum  as  shall  be  applied 
for  repairs,  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  tbe  Se- 
cretary of  War." 
Which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  FLOYD  moved  that  the  entire  clause,  as 
amended,  be  stricken  out;  but  the  motion  did  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  GREEN  moved  to  strike  oaf  the  following 
item: 

"For  compensation  |to  the  officers  and  clerk  of 
the  Branch  Mint  at  Charlotte,  six  thousand  dollars." 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  GREEN,  MA- 
SON, GRAHAM,  HUBBARD,  CONNOR,  and 
GJ6LAVBS,  and  before  the  question  was  taken, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again;  and  then, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 

Wednesday,  February  17, 1841. 
Mr.  RUGGLES  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Gsorqb  Evahs,  elected  by  ths  Legislature  of 
Maine  a  Senator  of  that  State  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March 
next;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on 
file. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans- 
mitting a  report  of  a  board  of  officers  directed  to 
make  experiments  with  Colt's  repeating  fire  arms* 
Mr.  WALL  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon  the 
table  and  printed;  which  was  amended  upon  motion 
by  Mr.  WILLIAMS  to  include  a  report  made  at  a 
former  session  on  the  repealing  fire  arms  of 
Mighill  Nuttig;  and  the  motion  as  amended  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  a  report  and 
joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  his  State  re- 
lative to  the  continuance  of  the  Cumberland  road; 
which,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  S.  were  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  8MITH  of  Connecticut,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  a  memorial 
on  the  subject  bad  been  referreJ,  reported  a  bill  au- 
thorizing a  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Silas 
Drane;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading,  and  the  report  and  documents  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  R.  Slaymaker,  repott- 
ed the  same  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  the  bill  was 
then  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole;  and,  after  being  explained  by  Mr.  B. 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Land*,  to  which  a  memorial  on  the  subject 
had  been  referred,  reported  a  bill  granting  the 
Mexican  Gulf  Railway  Company  the  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands;  which  was  read,  aad  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  memorial  remonstrat. 
ing  against  the  repeal  of  the  Independent  Treasury 
law;  which  was  laid  oa  the  table. 

Mr.  A.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  107  citl-        * 
z»ns  of  Perry  county,  Ohio,  remonstrating  against     J 
the  passage  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  the  petition  of 
Sarah  Van  Duzer;  which  was  re  erred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  a  memorial,  which  he 
said  was  the  first  of  the  kind  from  his  State,  of  20 
citizens  of  Chicot  county,  Arkansas,  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  a  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RING  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Mobile  and  New  Orleans 
Railroad  Company,  praying  that  the  duty  on  cer- 
tain railroad'iron  may  not  be  collected  until  there  is 
an  opportunity  of  lading  it  on  the  road;  which,  as 
a  bill  had  been  reported  op  the  subject,  he  would 
ask  might  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WALL,  irom  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
die  ary,  reported  a  bill  to  declare  ihe  rights  of  the 
children  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  born 
abroad;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
the  Library,  to  when  the  bill  to  appoint  trustees  for 
for  the  investment  of  the.  Smithsonian  fund  had  been 
referred,  rep  ned  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  National 
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Institution  for  the  Promotion  of  Scicnee  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  and 

A  bill  to  invest  the  proceeds  of  the  Smithsonian 
fund,  and  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution ; 
which,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  P.  were  seve- 
rally read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affair?,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  widow  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Alexander 
R.  Thompson,  made  an  adverse  report  thereon; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  N.  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  adverse 
report  on  the  petition  of  sundry  mechanics  engaged 
in  the  construction  of  the  United  States  Arrenal  at 
Fayettviile,  North  Carolina;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Commiree  on  Public  Lands 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  caus- 
ing such  a  surrey,  exploration,  report  and  map  of 
the  Southwestern  section  of  the  United  States, 
West  of  the  Mississippi,  as  has  recently  been  made 
under  the  direction  of  the  Wax  Department  and 
Mr.  Nicollet  in  the  North wrst. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a*  petition 
from  citizens  of  Rome,  Oneida  county,  New  York, 
praying  that  the  Congress  of  tha  United  States 
would,  by  a  resolution  of  that  body,  declare  it  to 
be  the  opinion  of  this  people  that  the  British  Go- 
vernment, by  reducing  our  citizens,  whom  they 
captured  in  arms  during  the  late  revolutionary 
movements  of  the  Canadas,  to  the  condition  of 
common  felons,  have  departed  from  (bat humane 
course  towards  prisoners  which  they  have  profrwed 
to  be  in  accordance  with,  their  piinciples,  and  have 
violated  the  best. policy  of  civilized  na' ions;  and 
that  it  is  regarded  as  a  severity  sot  necessary 
to  the  case,  and  the  exercise  of  a  cruelty  uncalled 
for;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  NORVELL  said  that  it  struck  him;  on  hear- 
ing the  memorial  read,  that  the  proper  disposition 
of  it  would  be  to  transmit  it  to  the  President  cf  the 
United  Sta;es.  Whatever  indiscietions  might  have 
attended  the  participation  of  a  portion  of  our  fel- 
low-citizens on  the  Northern  frontier  in  the  move- 
ments in  Canada  for  the  assertion  of  her  liber- 
ty and  independence,  he  had  no  doubt  that 
they  had  been  governed  by  the  purest  of  mo- 
tives— by  a  holy  sympathy  with  the  oppressed, 
and  a  sincere  devotion  to  the  cause  of  freedom, 
such  as  universally  pervaded  this  nation.  It  was 
certain  that  the  persons  who  had,  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Bri'ish  law,  and  the  decrees  of  the  Bii- 
tish  tribunals,  been  tentenccd  to  banishment,  and 
to  hard  tabor  in  chains,  in  Van  Dieman's  Land, 
were  suffering  extreme  hardship  and  severe  punish- 
ment. The  objtct  of  the  memorial  was  to  procure 
an  alleviation  of  their  condition.  But  he  felt 
strong  apprehensions,  that  the  concluding  pray- 
or  of  that  memorial,  asking  Congress  n>  express,  by 
resolution,  certain  abstract  opinions  in  reference  to 
the  punishment  and  discipline  to  which  those  par- 
sons bad  been  and  were  still  subjected,  might  opo- 
rate  to  their  serious  disadvantage.  It  might  pro- 
duce additional  irritation  on  the  part  of  the  Briti  h 
Government,  and  tend  to  rivet  the  chains  which 
had  already  been  fastened  upon  the  unfortunate  in- 
dividuals in  whose  behalf  the  memorialists  bad 
made  their  present  application.  Unless,  therefore, 
we  were  prepared  to  engage  in  a  war  with  Great 
Britain  on  this  subject,  which  he,  for  one,  did  not 
deprecate,  it  would  be  the  best  course  which  could 
be  adopted  on  this  occasion,  to  send  the  memorial 
to  the  President,  in  order  that  he  might  adopt  such 
measures  as,  in  his  judgment,  would,  by  negotia- 
tion, tend  the  most  effectually  to  attain  the  object 
which  the  memorialists  had  in  view.  He  moved 
the  reference  of  the  paper  to  the  President. 

Mr.  PRESTON  deprecated  any  interference  with 
the  internal  political  affairs  of  a  foreign .  Govern- 
ment; and  he  regretted  the  manifestations  of  ihe 
last  year  or  two  past  in  some  par's  of  this  country, 
which  it  seemed  to  him  had  a  tendency  to  endanger 
the  existing  relations  of  this  nation  with  the  power 
to  which  he  alluded,  and  to  transfer  the  legitima'e 
exercise  ot  the  constitutional  ri^ht  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  the  hands  of  an  unauthorized  and  irrespon- 
sible combination.    With  regard  to  the  dispute  on 


our  Northeastern  boundary*  there  had  been  danger 
of  our  being  dragged  into  a  danger*  us  collision  with 
the  British  power,  and  much  difficulty  had  been 
experienced,  by  the  action  <>f  a  State  Legisla- 
ture; and  he  ventured  to  ray  that  no  one  who 
had  a  due  consideration  for  the  interests  and  the  re 
lations  in  which  we  stood  to  that  Government, 
would  te  disposed  in  this  case  to  interfere  and  en- 
danger  the  repose  of  this  country.  Tne  relations 
of  this  country  on  her  frontier,  were  becoming 
more  and  more  exciting;  exasperation  and  temper 
were  got  up,  which  exposed  us  to  danger  us  peri'; 
and  be,  for  one,  deprecated  any  interposition  that 
might  lead  to  an  iuterropiion  of  the  relations  be- 
tween this  country  and  Great  Britain.  No  one 
could  be  more  deeply  impressed  with  the  evils  of 
such  a  calamity  than  he  was— evils  to  ourselves, 
evil?,  calamitous  evils,  to  our  country,  and  also  to 
evil  l.bcrty.  It  should  be  the  duty  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  restrain  all  interference  with  the  affairs  of 
that  Government;  and  especially  to  restrain,  cau- 
tiously and  religiously,  all  interference  with  the 
internal  political  relations  of  that  Government. 
Tne  men  to  whose  cases  the  memorial  referred, 
were  charged  with  political  crimes,  and  they  were 
not  without  precedent  for  the  exercise  of  a  humane 
interference  between  nations  in  cases  of  crime;  but 
this  was  not  sueh  a  case.  And  besides,  there  were 
circumstances  of  recent  occurrence  that  rendered  it 
necessary  fur  as  to  take  a  wise  and  eautious  course. 
Only  a  few  days  since  he  was  informed  an  inter- 
ference bad  taken  place  on  the  psrt  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  the  form  of  a  remonstrance,  on  a  subject 
which  was  calculated  to  prod  ore  great  excitement; 
and  he  trusted  that  no  department  of  oor  Govern- 
ment would  do  any  thing  that  was  likely  to  justify 
such  an  interference.  If  ibis  Government  interfered 
on  the  ground  of  humanity,  in  the  case  of  the  Ca- 
nadians, might  not  the  British  Government  inter- 
fere, on  the  same  ground  with  this  Government  in 
the  ca^e  of  thoj-e  (  he  Amistal  negroes)  recently 
thrown  on  our  shoie.^7  The  unauthorized  collec- 
tion of  people  on  our  Northern  frontier,  and 
the  resolutions  which  they  had  pawed,  hid  already, 
to  some  extent,  exposed  u«  to  censure,  but  he  trust- 
ed the  Senate  in  its  action  wonld  manifest  a  tem- 
per and  a  wisdom  becoming  its  character  and  its 
position,  and  he  would  move  that,  without  printing, 
the  memorial,  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NORVELL  asked  the  Senator  from  Son  h 
Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion  to  lay  the  memo- 
rial on  the  table  for  one  moment.  He  had  already 
expressed  his  fears  that  a  compliance  with  the 
prayer  of  the  memorialists,  in  the  manner  sug- 
gested by  the m,  might  aggra\a*e,  instead  of  alle- 
viating, th-5  condition  of  the  persons  whose  un- 
*happ7  fa  e  had  called  forth  their  application. 
But  he  woj!d  remind  the  Seoator  fionv  South 
Carol  na,  that  tho  e  unfortunate  individuals  were 
American  citizen*.  Their  case  bore  no  resem- 
blance to  the  case  of  the  Amistad  negroes.  In  re- 
ference to  the^e,  he  considered  the  ioierfereoce  of 
the  British  Government  to  be  wholly  unjustifiable. 
That  was  an  interference  which  every  Ameri- 
can fchould  condemn.  He  had  read  the  corre- 
spondence of  the  British  Minister  with  the  Secretary 
if  State  with  the  same  feeling**  Which  it  had  pro- 
duced in  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina-  But 
if  the  President,  by  an  informal  tepresentatton, 
such  as  had  heretofore  been  nude  to  the  authori- 
ties at  Toronto,  oould  mitigate  the  ritual  ion  of 
of  our  own  leitow-citizens  in  Van  D:e.itan's 
Land,  he  thought  that  such  a  representation 
ought  to  be  made.  It  was  not  at  all  in- 
compatible with  the  princip'e  of  non-inter- 
tTventioa  on  the  part  of  one  nation  with  the 
domestic  affairs  of  another,  to  which  be  roost 
cordially  subscribed;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
a  proceeding  whirh  was  demanded  by  all  the 
considerations  of  hamanity  that  could  appeal  with 
juit  effect  to  the  better  feelings  of  our  nature. 
The  memorial  was  then  laid  on  die  table. , 
The  special  order  (ihe  bankrupt  bill)  was  then 
called  for,  but  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  hoped  the 
Senate  would  devote  a  few  minutes  to  the  conside- 
ration of  a  bill  which  had  been  postponed  yester- 
day at  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Graham  ]  He  alluded  to  the  bill 
from  the  House  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act 


to  authorize  the  Stale  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants 
and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  c'e.cribed, 
and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappro- 
priated lands  within  the  same." 

The  bill  was  accordingly  taken  op,  and  Mr. 
GRAHAM  proposed  to  amend  it  by  increasing 
the  minimum  prize  from  131  cents  to$l  25  per 
acre,  and  ei tending  the  time  to  three  year?,  the  pro- 
priety of  which  he  enforced  at  some  length. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said  (hat  he  would  reply  very 
briefly  to  what  bad  been  said  by  the-  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  because  he  was  unwilling  to  con- 
same,  unnecessarily,  the  precious  time  of  the  Se- 
nate, and  only  desired  to  state  the  facts  in  this  case, 
believing  that  they  were  unanswerable  in  support 
of  this  bill.  The  Senator  had  moved  two  amend- 
ment*1: the  one  was  to  extend  the  time  for  the  final 
location  of  the  ont>  tending  warrants  for  three  years 
instead  of  one,  and  the  other  was  to  fix  the  price  of 
the  lands  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents,  in- 
stead of  twelve  and  a  half  rents.  To  both  these 
amendments  he  objected;  because,  in  the  first  place, 
they  were  not  demanded  by  the  circumstances  of 
the  case;  end,  secondly,  because,  if  they  should  be 
adopted,  the  whole  bill  would  be  defeated.  He 
said  that  after  fifteen  years  of  difficult  struggling  in 
the  Hou*e  of  Representatives,  justice  and  sound 
policy  bad  finally  prevailed,  and  now,  for  the  first 
time,  a  b.ll  for  the  ultimate  disposition  of  these 
lands,  upon  proper  principles,  had  passe  1 
that  body.  Sir,  said  he,  it  we  amend  this 
bill,  we  put  an  end  to  the  measure  for  this 
sesfion.  It  cannot  now  again  repass  in  the 
other  end  of  this  Capitol;  and  no  man  can  tell 
how  long  it  may  be,  before  we  shall  be  so  near,  as 
we  now  are,  to  a  successful  and  tquitab'e  adjust- 
ment of  this  protracted  question.  The  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  seemed  to  apprehend  that 
some  injustice  might  be  done  to  the  Revolutionary 
claimants  of  that  State.  But,  sir,  said  he,  the  facts 
will  t atisfy  every  impartial  man,  that  in  the  dispc- 
s  lion  of  these  lauds  ihe  Sia'e  of  North  Carolina 
has  no  more  interest  than  any  other  vne  of  the 
States  of  this  Union.  The  [Revolutionary  claims 
of  North  Carolina  were  to  be  provided  for,  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  her  cession,  and  the  act  of 
compromise  of  eighteen  hundred  and  si,  by  the 
United  States.  Sir,  they  were  provided  for,  and 
North  Carolina  declared  herself,  by  a  fotmal  acr, 
to  have  the  rgbt  of  presuming  upon  a  default  of 
heirs,  and  of  claimants  and  finished  at  one  broad 
sweep  her  Revolutionary  demands  upon  Tennessee. 
They  were  conceded,  ands^e  receive!  thnjt  rich  le- 
gacy for  her  University,*  hich  completed  th -amount 
of  more  than  four  millions  three  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  land  sho  had  received,  in  conformity  wi;h 
the  cession  and  compromise  acs.  As  far  as  the  is 
concerned,  sir,  iheie  cannot  be  the  slightest  shadow 
of  objection  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  She  has 
had  all  she  ever  asked — and  I  speak  not  in  the  spi- 
rit of  onkindness  to  our  anci«nt  mother,  when  I  say 
she  has  had  all  she  had  a  right  to  demand—  am»,  so 
far  from  thinking  of  a  limits  lion  of  seven  years 
against  her,  as  suggested  by  her  honorable  Senator, 
she  has  had  more  than  forty  years  within  which  tj 
prepare  a&d  mature  her  claims;  and  how,  when 
she  has  no  more  left,  is  it  reasonable  to  ask  us 
to  wait,  because  it  is  pcaible  there  may  be  out 
or  two  behind?  But  we  say,  upon  the  best  kind  of 
evidence,  her  own  act  appropriating  the  last  rimai&s 
rftki  Revolutionary  claims  to  her  own  use,  that  no 
more  exist.  If  thtre  are,  the  his  done  an  act  of 
injustice  to  her  own  citizens,  and  it  is  neither  fit 
nor  proper  that  she  should  now  interfere  between 
us  and  ours.  F«*r  1  learn,  sir,  th&t  there  are  but 
a  few  thousand  acres  of  warrants  issued  upon  cer- 
tificates of  interference,  which  remain  unsatisfied, 
and  these  are  exclusively  owned  by  citizens  of  Ten- 
nessee. If  there  be  a  citzen  of  North  Carolina 
holding  anv  such  claim,  it  is  not  known.  Tnose 
warrants  are  now  being  satisfied.  The  claimants, 
I  am  informed,  are  daily  locating  them  in  the  dis- 
trict. Besides  all  this,  those  claimants  are  within 
th  limits  mostly  of  that  section;  and  it  is  unreason- 
able to  suppose  that  their  Representativea  would  be 
willing  to  do  an  act  of  injustice  to  any  of  their  im- 
mediate constituent*,  or  that  they  are  any  less  dis- 
posed to  consult  their  interests  than  we  are. 

Jo  addition  to  all  this,  we  have  the  testimony  of 
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the  whole  Tennessee  delegation,  in  1833,  that  the 
expenses  of  storey  of  these  lands  would  not  be  re- 
iataraed  by  their  sale.  Among  that  delegation  is 
to  be  faucd  die  name  of  my  respected  predecessor, 
who  had  much  knowledge  of  this  subject,  as  one 
of  the  early  setters  of  Tennessee.  In  connection 
with  th*£  trstimmy,  may  be  found,  appended  to  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  Howe  of  Repre- 
sentative?, in  that  year,  who  eiamined  fully  the 
vfeole  subject,  the  statements  of  the  principal  sur- 
veyors, who  were  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
lands,  and  who  agreed  precisely  with  the  views 
there  presented.  They  fix  the  highest  average  price 
at  twelve  and  a  half  cents. 

8r,  old  he,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  protract  this 
discussion,  and  I  therefore  content  myself  with  re- 
capitulating the  facts,  which  must,  I  think,  impress 
the  Senate  with  the  policy  of  pas  ing  this  bill.    It 
appears  by  the  legislative  action  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  other  equally  high  evidence,  that  all 
her   claims,    and    the    claims    of   her    cizens 
have   been    satisfied    by    the  selection   of   up- 
ward* of  four    millions,  three    hundred  thou- 
sand acres  .of  land  of    the  best    quality  in  the 
the  8w?  and  that  all  outstanding  warrant?,  which 
are  alone  predicated  upon  certificates  of  interfer- 
ence, now    amountiog    to   only  a   few  thousand 
acres,  are  also  beina  daily  satisfied,  at  the  will  of 
the  holders,  and  will  be  allowed  a  farther  extension 
of  twelve  months  by  this  bill  within  «hch  to  be  lo- 
cated, from  the  date  of  the  action  of   the  Legisla- 
ture of  Tennessee.    To  ihese  facts  you  have  the 
patient  submission  oi  Tennessee  for  more  tban  for- 
ty j ear?,  and  sorely,  suiely  it  will  be  admitted  she 
ought  n«viv  to  be  released  from  a  longer  postpone- 
ment.   We  know,  also,  if  one  singU  amendment 
shall  prevail,  that  it  pats  an  end  for  this  session  to 
this  hill — that  it  never  can.  travel  though  the  de- 
lays and  b>avy  forms  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives.   We    know,    too,    that  it  is  substantially 
the    same   bill     which    h;d    repeatedly    passed 
this  body,   and   no*,    for    'he    first   time  after 
fifteen    3 ears,    has    pacsed    the    other    House. 
la  regard  to  the  proposition  to  change  the  price 
from    twelve  and   a   half  cents  to    one   dollar 
and  twenty-five   cents,  we  have  a  ma  a  of  te  ti- 
mony  that  it  woa'd  be  utterly  unjust,  and  would 
place  the  lands  at  a  higher  standard  than  they  are 
intrinsically  worth,  aftef  having  undergone  the  ee- 
leciioas  of  more  than  four  millions  of  acres,  by 
men  who  were  the  most  capable  and  skilful  judges 
of  aoiL 

.  With  these  brief  remarks  in  answer  to  the  hono- 
rable Senator  from  North  Carolina,  he  would 
cheerfully  submit  the  case  to  the  decision  of  the 
Senate,  perfectly  confident  that  they  would  re- 
lease the  State  of  Ti  nnesee  from  the  burden  un- 
der which  she  bad  long  labored. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said,  as  anxious  as  he 
was  to  save  the  time  of  the  Senate,  he  roast  add 
one  or  two  remarks  to  iho  e  made  by  the  S«-naicr 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Anderson]  in  rep'y  to  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Graham  ]  The 
first  remark  he  had  to  rrake  was,  that  he  thought 
the  question  ought  to  be  considered  settled  by 
the  former  -  action  of  this  body.  He  said 
hti:s  had  been  passed  by  the  Senate  at  threa 
several  sessions  of  Corgress — ote  of  them 
since  the  commencement  of  the  present  srsfi  >n— 
which  were  decidedly  more  favorable  to  the  it.te- 
resU  of  Tennessee  than  the  one  sent  us  by  the  Hon  e, 
aad  bow  under  consideration.  Those  bills  had 
psroexJ,  too,  with  unutnal  unanimity,  bnt  for  want 
of  lime,  or  not  having  been  reached  on  the  calen- 
dar of  t^e  House,  ih*y  had  failed.  Ho  thought, 
under  such  circumstance*,  there  ought  to  be  no 
hesitation  in  the  immediate  pa»sa?e  of  this  bill. 

He  remarked  that  the  amendments  wh  ch  were 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  if  de- 
sirable at  all,  were  not  of  sufficient  impoitauce  to 
authorize  us  to  jeopard  the  bill,  by  sending  it  back 
to  the  House.  We  all  know  (said  Mr.  C.)  how 
difficult  it  is  to  get  a  measure  through  that  branch 
of  Congress,  at  almost  any  time — but,  more  espe- 
cially, at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  If  it 
should  be  sent  back,  which  wou'd  be  the  necesfa- 
ry  consequence  of  any  amendment,  however  slight, 
k  would,  in  all  pr.  babiliiy,  be  referred  to  a 
Committee;  and,  when  reported  back,  it  weald,  M 


very  likely,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Home.  If  it  took  this  course  it 
was  very  improbable,  that  it  would  be  taken 
np,  or  acted  on  at  all,  daring  the  session.  I' 
was  time,  he  th^uzbt,  that  this  question 
about  the  remnants  of  the  public  lands  in  Ten- 
nessee was  settled.  The  Legislature  and  the 
people  of  that  Stae  had  been  appealing  to  Con- 
gress on  the  ."object  for  a  long  time,  to  his  personal 
knowledge,  for  the  last  twelve  years;  and  we  are  as 
well  prepared  to  act  definitively  now,  as  we  shall 
be  at  any  future  time. 

The  first  of  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  was  ro  extend  the 
time  from  one  to  three  years,  for  claimants  under 
•he  State  of  North  Carolina  to  present  their  c'aims. 
He  begged  to  remind  the  Senate  that,  as  the  b.ll 
now  steed,  those  claimants  were  aMowed  one  year 
for  that  purpose— not  from  the  passage  of  this  act, 
but  from  the  passage  of  a  law  by  the  Legis  at  are 
of  Tennessee,  accepting  the  terms  proposed  in  the 
bill.  Hv'nce,  claimants  would  have,  in  all  proba- 
bility, eighteen  months'  indulgence, or  more — if  the 
Legislature  should  not  meet  till  the  ordinary  time. 
But,  if  it  only  allowed  twelve  months  from  the 
passage  of  this  act,  what  more  could  be  required  on 
any  principle  of  justice  or  fairness?  It  would  be 
recollected,  that  it  was  now  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury (fiity-one  years)  since  the  territory,  now 
constituting  the  S'ate  of  Tennessee,  was  ceded  to 
the  United  States  by  Nonh  Carolina.  Dating  all 
this  time,  lbo*e  claimants  bad  the  opportunity  of 
presenting  the  r  evidences  of  title,  and  obtaining 
their  righ's.  Although  offices  for  entry  had  not  been 
open  the  whole  of  that  period  continuously, 
they  had  been  opened  from  lime  to  time— indul- 
gence has  been  liberally  granted— and  claimants 
have  had  abundant  opportunity  to  secure  their 
rights  by  the  exercise  of  the  most  ordinary  dili- 
gence. There  c*  rtainly  could  be  no  well  founded 
complaint,  then,  that  'he  further  time  allowed  by 
the  present  bill  was  too  short. 

As  regarded  the  othrr  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina — to  allow  such 
c'aiman's  as  d  d  not  avail  themselvej  of  the  privi- 
lege of  locating  their  claims  within  the  time  al- 
lowed, one  dollar  and  twenty- five  cents  per  acre, 
instead  of  the  12 i  cents  fixed  by  the  bill— 
he  thought  it  as  inexpedient  as  the  former. 
The  land  remaining  subject  to  entry  wa«,  on  all 
bands,  agreed  to  be  of  very  Utile  value— very 
little  of  it  worth  as  much  as  121  cents  per  acre. 
If  claimants  had  postponed  their  applications,  or 
neglected  to  establish  their  claim*,  uoU  those  more 
vilirant  and  attentive  to  their  interests  had  taWn 
up,and  preoccupied  all  the  va'uable  land,  it  was  their 
own  fault — they  had  no  right  to  comp'a  n.  If  they 
were  now  to  locate,  or  enter  this  inferior  refuse 
land,  they  could  not  sell  it  for  more  than  an 
average  of  121  cen:s  per  acre  —  consequently 
it  wonl !  be  unjust  to  pay  them  #1  25,  as  proposed. 
The  provision  of  the  bill  was  jmt  and  liberal,  as  it 
stood,  when  it  gave  them  till  twelve  months  after 
the  passage  of  the  act  by  Tennessee  to  make  their 
entries  and  loca'ions;  and  if  they  even  failed  to  do 
that,  it  Mill  gave  them  ftsestima  ed  value  in  money. 
He  thought  this  ought,  is  all  confc'enre,  to  be 
satisfactory;  and  he  earnestly  hoped  the  Sena'e 
would  not  agree  to  either  of  t^e  amendments  pro- 
posed, nor  jeopard  this  bill,  so  important  to  Tenner- 
see,  by  sending  it  back  to  the  House. 

Mt.  NICHOLSON  said  he  desire*  to  make  a" 
single  remark  upon  the  amendment*,  in  reply  to  the 
Sena'or  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Graham  ]  Af- 
ter this  measure,  in  substantially  the  same  shape, 
had  received  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  on  three 
different  occasions,  and  each  time  by  decided  ma- 
jorities, he  would  not  underake  to  discuss  its  me- 
rits. The  motion  of  his  friend  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  Graham]  in  reference  to  striking  out  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  and  inserting  (1  25  as  the  com 
pmsation  to  holders  of  land  warran's,  presented  a 
question  in  which  Tennessee  had  no  more  interest 
than  any  other  State.  The  bl  I  fixes  the  price  of 
the  land  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents,  and  provides 
that  if  the  holders  of  warrants  shall  decline  for  a 
year  to  take  lands,  they  shall  receive  a  compensa- 
tion in  money  of  twelve  aad  a  half  cents  per  acre. 


This  compensation  must  be  paid  out  of  the  Fede- 
ral Treasury,  and  now  it  is  proposed  that  after  the 
lands  have  only  brought  into  the  Treasury  twelve 
and  a  half  cen  s  per  acre,  the  holders  of  warrants 
shall  receive  oat  of  it  $1  25  per  acre.  He  said  it 
was  for  the  Senators  from  all  the  States  to  deter- 
mine whether  they  could  sanction  such  a  provision. 
It  was  clear,  continued  Mr.  N.  that  if  the  lands 
are  only  worth  121  cents  an  acre,  as  is  abundantly 
shown  by  the  ev.de nee,  then  the  warrant  holders 
will  not  go  forward  to  take  the  lands,  if  you  pro- 
vide that  in  lieu  of  the  lands  they  m\y  claim  a  com- 
peoparion  of  $1  25  per  acre.  As  to  the  valae  of 
the  lands,  Mr.  N.  said  be  held  in  hi*  band  the 
evidence  on  which  the  Senate  had  so  often  fixed 
the  price  at  121  cent*.  He  would  not  read  it  to 
the  S?nate,  bat  would  merely  remark  that  it  was 
full  and  conclusive. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  apprehended  that  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  was  laboring  under  a  mistake 
as  t)  the  character  of  the  outstanding  claims  pro- 
vided for  in  the  bill.  He  seemed  to  suppose 
that  there  were  Revolutionary  soldiers  wh  >  still 
held  warrants  that  were  not  satisfied.  In  this  he 
thousht  the  Senator  was  mi&uken.  His  inf.  rma- 
1  on  was,  that  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  under  a 
'aw  of  the  Slate  already  referred  to  in  the  debate, 
had  taken. the  lists  of  soldiers  entitle  J  to  lands,  and 
had  issued  warrants  for  aii,  wluther  living  or  dead, 
whose  names  were  upon  the  lists,and  whose  c'ams 
did  not  appear  to  have  been  previously  saisfied. 
Those  warrants  were  issusd  in  the  nam-,  of  her 
university,  and  every  one  of  them  hai  been  satis- 
fied. S  >  that,  In  fact,  he  did  not  believe  that  there 
was  a  soUlier  or  (he  descendant  of  a  soldier  whote 
claim  for  Unds  had  not  been  satisfied.  The  class  of 
cases  which  remained  on  atlsfled  were  cer  ifica.es  of 
interference,  and  possibly  certificates  issued  before 
they  far  1800, 10  persons  wh  •  paid  specified  amounts 
into  the  treasury  of  North  Carolina,  and  received 
certificates  to  be  paid  in  Western  lands.  This  bill 
gives  »o  th«se «Ui man's  one  year,  in  addition  to  the 
forty  they  have  now  had,  to  have  their  claims  satis- 
fied out  of  the  lands. 

As  to  the  merits  of  the  bill,  Mr.  N.  said  he 
wool  1  not  trouble  the  Senate,  after  they  had  to  re- 
peatedly determined  in  its  favor.  It  was  a  measure 
in  which  the  State  of  Tennessee  was  greatly  inte- 
rested, which  she  had  urged  upon  Congress  year 
arter  year  for  more  tban  fourteen  years  and  he 
hoped  that  its  final  passage  would  not  now  be  en- 
dangered by  any  amendment  which  would  mike  it 
necessary  to  send  it  back  to  the  other  House. 

The  question  was  lh*n  taken  on  the  amendment*, 
and  they  were  disagreed  o. 

The  bill  was  tfc.-n  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  mortd  that  it  hav«  i's  thirl 
readioe;  now;  which  being  acceded  to,  'he  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  pa.sed — aye;*  29,  n^es  3,  as 
follow?: 

YEAS— Messn.  Allen,  Anderson,  Ben'on,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Falton,  Hender- 
son, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Nicholson,.  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives.  R"ane, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smiih  of  Indiana, 
Storaeon,  T<poan,  Wall,  Wbi'e,  William*,  Wright, 
and  Yonng— 29. 

NAYS— Me-srs.  Graham,  Mangum,  and  South- 
ard—3. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  mike  contract?  and  advances  for  Ame- 
rican water-rotted  rrmp  for  a  limited  time; 

The  bill  granting  a  psn^ion  to  Pamela  Allen, 
widow  of  the  lite  Samuel  Allen,  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution;  and 

The  bill  to  authoriz*  the  payment  of  eqii'aMe 
commi*ions  to  the  a*ents  or  attorneys  of  persons 
in  whose  favor  awards  have  b*ea  made  under  four 
several  treaties  between  the  United  States  and"  cer- 
tain foreign  rowers,  which  awards  have  been  re- 
tained in  the  Treasury  in  payment  of  debts  due  the 
.United  States,  were  severally  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed.  m 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  Senate  went 
into  Executive  session, 

And  then  adjourned, 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wbdnbsdat,  February  17,  1841. 

Mr.  LANE  mo  red  that  the  House  take  up  the 
bill  to  cod  firm  to  the  State  <  f  Indiana  the  land  se- 
lected for  that  portion  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
Canal,  which  lies  between  the  month  of  the  Tip- 
pecanoe river  and  Terre  Haute,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Objictioo  being  made, 

Mr.  LANE  moved  a  suspension  of  (he  rules; 
which  was  seconded. 

And  on  the  question  being  taken,  there  appeared 
—ayes  90,  noes  54— not  two  thirds. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

DEFECTIVE  LAND  PATENTS. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  asked  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
bill,  viz: 

A  BILL  to  confirm  land  patents. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  ef  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  tfaited  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  all  patents  fur  public  lands,  which 
have  been  issued  from  the  General  Land  Office 
since  ihe  passing  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
establishment  of  a  General  Land  Office  in  the  de- 
partment of  the  Treasur/,"  passed  on  the  25th  day 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
in  the  name  of  the  President  of  the  United  8:att&, 
instead  of  being  "in  Ihe  name  of  ihe  United  Stales," 
a?  prescribed  in  the  eighth  teetion  of  said  act;  and 
all  patents  for  public  lauds,  which  have  been  issued 
from  the  said  General  Land  Office  since  the  passing 
of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  reorganize  ihe  Gene- 
ral Land  Office,"  passed  the  fourth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  which 
have  been  countersigned  by  the  Recorder  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  or  other  person  acting  in  bis 
atead,  instead  of  being  countersigned  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  as  prescribed 
in  the  act  of  ihe  twenty-fifth  day  of  April,  cne 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve;  and  alt  patents 
which  have  been  issued  from  said  General  Land  Of- 
fice since  the  passing  of  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  pre- 
scribing the  mode  by  which  patents  for  public  lands 
shall  be  signed  and  execu'ed,"  passed  the  second  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
three,and  which  have  been  subscribed  by  a  secretary 
duly  appointed,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  said 
act,  with  the  printed  or  written  name  of  the  Presi- 
dent prefixed  to  the  personal  signature  of  such  se- 
cretary, in  the  execution  of  such  patents,  notwith- 
standing the  name  of  the  President  may  not  have 
been  written  personally  by  the  secretary,  shall  be 
deemed,  taken,  and  held,  good  and  valid  patents  in 
law,  and  shall  have  all  ihe  force  and  effect  to  pass 
from  the  United  Spates  to  the  pats ntee  or  patentees 
named  in  such  paents,  respectively,  their  heirs,  ex- 
ecutors, administrators,  and  assigns,  the  lands  de- 
scribed therein,  as  though,  in  each  and  all  the  re-  > 
specta  before  enumerated,  the  paten  u\  in  their  form 
and  manner  of  execution,  had  conformed  to  the  re- 
quirements of  law. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  ihe  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Recorder  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  duties  now  required  of  him  by  law,  to  coun- 
tersign all  patents  issued  from  said  office,  instead  of 
the  same  b-*ing  countersigned  by  the  Commissioner, 
as  required  by  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  General  Land 
Office  in  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,"  passed 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve. 

Objection  being  made. 

On  motion  oi  Mr.  LINCOLN,  the  rules  were 
suspended. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
And,  after    some  remarks    by  Messrs.  LIN- 
COLN,   PETRIKIN,    CRARY,    CRABB    and 
GRAVES, 

The  question  was  then  Mated,  Shall  the  bill  be 
.read  a  third  time?  when 

Mr.  CRABB  moved  ihatthe  bill  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  but  at  the  re- 
Quest  of 

*  Mr.  CASEY  withdrew  his  motion,  and,  by  gene* 
ral  consent, 

The  fuither  cqnsideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 


poned un'il  to-morrow,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  8*. ate  of  tin  Union,  (Mr.  Bill  in  the  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex* 
penses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  1841.  The 
question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Green  to 
strike  out  all  the  items  of  appropriation  having  re- 
ference to  the  Branch  Mint*  of  North  Carolina, 
Georgia  and  New  Orleans,  and  tht  expenditures 
connected  therewith. 

Mr.  BYNUM,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  com* 
menced  his  remark*  by  saying  that  he  had  deter- 
mined to  remain  a  silent  spectator  in  the  House  for 
at  least  one  session.  His  peculiar  situation,  and 
the  recent  development  of  events,  bad  induced  him 
to  adhere  to  that  resolution.  But  since  he  had  at- 
tended to  the  debates  in  the  House,  such  had  been 
the  extra tfdinay,  unprovoked,  unjust  course  pur- 
sued by  certain  gentlemen,  that,  to  remain  longer 
silent,  when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  speaking, 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  dereliction  of  duty— an 
act  of  treachery,  if  not  treason,  to  the  portion  of 
country  of  which  he  was  the  representative  on  the 
floor  of  Congress. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  immediate  proposition  before 
the  House  was  to  strike  out  a  small  appropriation 
for  the  continuation  of  the  mints  south  of  the  Po- 
tomac. It  was  not  the  amount  of  money  that 
added  consequence  to  the  motion— that  was  insig- 
nificant within  itse  f.  Had  that  been  the  ca«e,  he 
would  hare  been  the  last  man  in  the  House  to  open 
his  mouth;  but  he  thought  he  perceived  in  this  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Green,]  (although  Mr.  B.  did  not  know  it  was 
even  Mr  G*s  intention,)  an  insidious  design,  an 
insidious  attempt,  to  strike  down  the  only  prospects 
which  the  country  had  for  a  permanent,  constitu- 
tional, and  stable  currency  for  the  people  of  the 
country. 

Particularly  and  emphatically  (said  Mr.  B.)  did 
this  proposition  affect,  most  sensibly  and  deeply, 
the  portion  of  the  people  of  the  country  whose  re- 
presentative he  was.  He  alluded  to  the  great  grow- 
ing, agricultural,  planting,  and  producing  interests, 
which,  if  he  had  not  mistaken  the  signs  of  the 
times,  were  now  prostrated  at  the  feet  of  the  non- 
productive, -non-laboring,  noa-agriculturaljportion 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  B.  after  some  remarks  in  regard  to  the  de- 
sign of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  said  there 
was  a  certain  fowl,  which,  when  chased  from  the 
fields,  set  up  the  cry  of  Mcaw!  caw  !  !n  with  as  much 
meaning  and  regularity  as  the  notes  of  Opposition 
gentlemen  in  their  cry  of  profligacy!  corruption! 
extravagance!  as  applied  to  (be  present  Administra- 
tion. 

Mr.  B.  then  demonstrated  the  means  which  were 
at  the  disposition  of  those  who  complained  so  much 
of  the  extravagance  of  the  Administration  to 
correct  the  abuse,  and  referred  to  the 
political  complexion  of  several  a' an  ding  commit- 
tees of  the  House.  Upon  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
penditures in  the  Department  of  State,  there  were 
three  Whigs  and  two  Democrats.  On  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Expenditures  in  the  Department  of 
the  Treasury,  three  Whigs  and  two  Democrats. 
0.i  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  three  Whigs  and  two  Democrats. 
On  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Navy,  three  Whigs  and  two  Demo- 
crats. On  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the 
Department  of  the  Post  Office,  three  Whigs 
and  two  Democrats.  On  the  Committee  on 
Expenditures  on  the  Public  Buildings,  three 
Whigs  and  two  Democrats.  The  cbaiiman 
of  each  of  the  committees  was  a  Whie;  and  Mr. 
B.  contended*  that  if  all  the  charges  of  proflgacy 
and  corruption  bad  been  true,  there  was  every  op- 
portunity f<»r  those  who  made  them  to  call  the  com- 
mittees together,  and  make  investigation,  and  es- 
tablish their  position. 

Mr.  B.  illustrated  the  dangerous  tendency  of  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  showed  wherein 
the  -operations  of  banking  institutions  generally 
acted  upon  the  productive  interests  of  the  country, 


depressing  labor  and  supporting  the  non  producers 
at  the  expense  of  the  laboring  portion  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  B.  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  incidentally 
alluded  to  several  other  subjects,  and  proved  con- 
clusively, from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
•Treasury,  made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  that  the  people  had  paid  a  tax  to  the 
banks,  since  the  organization  of  'the  Government, 
sufficient  to  carry  on  its  operations,  rh.. 
Losses  by  bank  failures  -       -  1108,885,721 

Losses  by  suspensions  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  banks,  and  consequent 
depreciation  of  thei motes  -     95,000,000 

Loss  by  destruction  of  bank  note3,  by 

accidents  -  -  -       7,121,338 

Losses  by  counterfeit  bank  notes,  be- 
yond losses  by  coin  -  -  4,444,444 
Lossfs  by  fluctuations  in  bank  cur- 
rency  affecting  pricer,  extrava- 
gance in  living,  sacrifices  of  pro- 
perty, and  by  only  a  part  of.  the 
other  incidents  to  ihe  banking  sys- 
tem, not  computed  above,  at  least    150,000,000 


Making,  in  all 


#365,451,497 


Mr.  B.  replied  to  the  remarks  of  several  gentle* 
men  who  had  preceded  him;  and  concluded  by  ex- 

5 reusing  the  opinion,  that  should  the  Independent 
'reasury  law  be  repealed,  (which  he  would  consider 
tantamount  to  a  repeal  of  the  Constitution,)  a  Na- 
tional Bank  would  be  erected  upon  its  ruins,  and 
wield  its  sceptre  over  the  country,  and  make  its 
power  perpetual 

[The  remarks  of  Mr.  B.  are  in  a  conras  of 
preparation,  and  wilt  be  given  hereafter.] 

Mr.  TILLINGH  AST  advocated  the  amendment. 
He  considered  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia  sufficient 
for  ail  practical  purposes,  and  that  these  branch 
mintr,  at  sueh  distant  portions  of  the  Republic, 
were  a  useless  expense. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  cf  North  Carolina  opposed 
the  amendment.  He  was  in  favor  of  giriag 
the  branch  mints  a  fair  trial,  before  aboli.hiag 
them. 

Mr.  HABERSHAM  al:o  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, and  replied  with  much  force  to  the  objections 
raised  by  Mr,  TiLLmaiusT.. 

Mr.  EVERETT  objected  to  the  proposition  to 
stiike  out,  lor  so  long  ai  the  law  authorizing  these 
mints  existed,  the  Hou  e  was  bound  to  make  the 
appropriation.  If  gentlemen  objected  to  them,  the 
proper  course  was  to  repeal  the  law. 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia  said  that  be  would  add 
a  few  remarks  to  those  made  by  bib  colleague  from 
Habersham  county. 

I  find,  Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  C.)  the  esta- 
blishment of  these  branch  mints  to  have  been  a 
part  of  your  policy  for  several  years.  The  motion 
to  strike  out  involves  a  change.  To  justify  tail 
change,  it  should  be  shown  or  admitted  by  the  friends 
of  the  policy,  that  the  reasons  for  creating  them  were 
unfounded,  or  that  those  reasons  have  failed  to 
operate.  What  were  those  reasons?  The  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  has  intimated  to  you,  as  he  did 
last  session,  that  one  reason  was  to  protect  the  la- 
boring classes  in  he  gold  region.  This  I  do  act 
agree  to;  for,  with  equal  propriety,  the  same  might 
be  assigned  as  a  reason  fur  establishing  the  princi* 
pal  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  which  was  established  be- 
fore the  discovery  of  gold  in  North  Carolina  and 
Georgia. 

Again:  foreign  gold  is  not  faxed  by  this  law  to 
enhance  the  value  of  our  gold,  but  competes  fairly 
at  the  Mint  with  the  domestic.  Therefore,  the  idea 
of  protection  is  misapplied  here.  The  presumption 
is  thatlhe  objects  of  the  law  were  to  diffuse  a  me- 
tallic currency  amongst  the  mass  of  the  people,  and 
to  give  to  those  Slates  which  produced  the  gMd  the 
full  benefits  of  that  product,  free  of  the  taxation  in- 
cident to  an  exportation  to  a  foreign  market.  This, 
sir,  is  carrying  out  the  principle;  of  free  trade  on 
terms  of  equality. 

But  establish  your  Mint  exclusively  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  what  is  the  effect?  The  entire  product  of 
gold  in  Georgia,  North  Carolina,  Alabama,  and 
Tennessee,  will  be  shipped  to  Philadelphia,  just  as 
cotton!  rice,  or  tobacco  is  to  New  York  or  Europ 
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before  it  will  become  available  as  money.  This 
ivotves  the  cost  of  dif  counts,  commissions,  insu- 
rance, aad  freight;  so  that  a  man  in  Georgia,  after 
possessing  himself  of  the  ape ei fie  metal,  will  not  be 
permitted  to  eoant  it  out  as  money,  until  be  shall  sub- 
mit to  all  these  items  of  cost.  Tnis,  too,  will  be 
by  the  operation  of  your  laws.  And  to  what  end? 
Why,  sir,  that  your  Government  agents  at  Phila- 
delphia may  have  the  benefit  of  the  deposits  and 
coinage  of  his  money — a  benefit  which  heretofore 
has  been  worth  to  your  bank  agencies  hundreds  of 
thousands. 

The  cost  of  a  branch  mint,  therefore,  of  #6,000 
a  year,  it  a  tax  for  protection,  (yon  say,)  thoogh  (be 
man  who  buys  pays  no  more  for  the  coin;  and  yet 
the  tax  which  would  be  paid  by  the  producer  of  the 
gold,  for  the  benefit  of  > our  Philadelphia  agencies, 
by  which  he  receives  Zeis,  is  no  protection  to  your 
great  city  and  its  United  States  Bank.  This,  sir, 
is  a  fair  specimen  of  Bank  logic,  and  is  based  on 
the  universal  assumption  that  whatever  is  given,  *r 
loaned,  or  paid  to  the  Bank,  is  rightfully  bestowed. 

You  will  perceive,  therefore,  that  the  reference 
of  this  motion  to  a  United  States  Bank  pcicy,  by  the 
gvntleroan  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Bynum,]  is 
exceedingly  appropriate.  All  the  active  operations 
of  that  institution  were,  and  will  be,  on  Govern- 
ment funds  and  private  depoaites.  The  former  are 
of  specie,  (Georgia  and  North  Carolina  gold,  for 
instance,)  or  bank  notes  commanding  specie.  Th« 
amount  involved  in  th  *■  operations  of  the  branch 
mints  is  worth  contending  for,  being  from  hi  If  to  a 
million  of  dollars  annually  in  United  States  gotd, 
besides  foreign  coin.  This  will  form  an  important 
item  in  the  specie  exhibit  of  your  Bank. 

Another  basis  of  the  active  operations  of  such  a 
Bank  has  bien,  and  will  be,  cotton,  rice,  ani  to- 
bacco. By  these  it  his  controll.'d,  and  will  con- 
trol, the  foreign  exchanges.  By  the  gold  products 
and  other  deposites  of  your  Government,  it  will 
control  your  domestic  exchanges,  and  realize 
uVreon  what  profits  it  may  deem  prudent. 

So  far,  then,  as  prrjits  are  to  be  derived  from  the 
natural  products,  whether  of  cotton,  rice,  tobacco 
or  gold,  as  a  medium  of  exchanges,  foreign  or  do- 
mestic, it  is,  by  the  policy  of  this  law,  held  to  be 
jost  and  fair  that  those  profits  should  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  laborers,  merchants,  or  monical  insti- 
tutions of  that  people  whose  soil  and  climate,  work 
and  labor,  care  and  diligence,  proJuce  those  com- 
modities. This  is  the  principle  of  the  existing  law, 
and  yet  gentlemen  say  this  is  protection.  Yes,  sir, 
it  is  protection — protection  to  free  trade  and  equal 
rjghts;  that  is  all;  and  for  that  only  your  Govern- 
ment was  formed. 

Another  item  of  expense,  sir,  I  would  here  men- 
tion, by  no  means  the  leas*,  which  would  be  visited 
on  those  hardy  yeomanry  who  dig  gold,  if  you  dis- 
pense with  your  branch  min's.  It  is  the  exchange 
of  pare  gold  for  bank  bills  which  wear  out,  or  burn 
up,  or  prove  worthies;  by  bank  suspensions 
or  bank  breakages.  A  great  safeguard  and  facility 
to  the  inhabitants  where  gold  is  produced,  arising 
from  its  coinage  in  their  vicinity,  is  an  easy,  cheap, 
and  certain  and  iafe  currency  for  domestic  use. 

And  now,  as  the  location  of  your  coinage  brings 
advantages  and  facilities  to  those  amongst  whom  it 
takes  place,  in  realising  it  in  money  free  sf  cost, 
in  the  facititiea  of  currency,  Ac.  it  becomes  a  ques- 
tion not  of  protection  but  of  alternative  right  and 
choice,  in  whose  favor  you  will  decide — the  people 
who  dig  the  gold,  or  the  bankers,  brokers,  and  mer- 
chant* of  Philadelphia.  By  establishing  your 
branch  mints,  you  have  determined,  according  to 
eqaity  and  justice,  to  distribute  a  portion  of  these 
benefits  to  the  gold  diggers;  and  now  (he  proposition 
is  to  reas&nme  the  little  you  have  yielded,  and  that 
before  you  have  fairly  ttsted  your  policy  of  giving 
up.  And  why?  It  is  answerd:  1st.  For  economy. 
3d.  For  reform  m  Executive  patronage,  to  dimi- 
nish ihe  chances  of  corruption.  T,  sir,  am  for  re- 
form, whenever  it  can  be  effected.  But  what  will 
he  the  nature  of  the  reform  in  this  easel  As  I  have 
shown,  it  will  be  from  bad  to  worse,  both  in  princi- 
ple and  itf  practice.  In  principle,  because  it  will 
require  the  producer  of  gol  I,  at  the  price  of  taxa- 
tion, to  convert  it  into  paper  money,  which  will  be 
less  sound  and  safe  because  of  this  very  act  of  ta- 
king his  gold  to  deposite  in  a  bank  in  Philadelphia, 


instead  of  permmiog  it  to  circulate  in  his  own 
neighborhood. 

Experience  proves  this,  sir;  for,  prior  to  establish- 
ing your  branch  mints,  the  people  in  that  part  of 
my  State  were  confined  to  paper  currency  almost 
entirely;  and,  notwithstanding  they  daily  handled 
the  precious  metals,  they  were  compelled  to  give  it 
for  paper,  as  if  paper  was  really  the  thing  of  value. 

Since  the  operation  of  the  mint,  the  gold  is  used 
as  coin,  being  convertible  without  cost.  And  even 
last  summer,  in  the  midst  of  suspension,  that  part 
of  Georgia  was  supplied  with  specie  change. 

But  this  reform  will  be  from  bad  to  worse  in 
practice,  too — since,  to  rid  yourself  of  these  branch 
mints  and  their  officers,  all  of  whom  you  have  pre- 
sumed would  be  corrupted,  you  will  throw  your 
funds  on  deposite  in  some  vast  reservoir — a  bank 
, vault,  for  instance,  (I  believe  the  mover  of  this  is 
for  repealing  the  Sub-Treasury,  for  creating  a 
United  Stales  Bank,  and  for  restoring  the  depojites,) 
where,  by  the  facility  of  expansions,  one  million 
may  become  three,  for  the  benefit  of  your  great 
city  and  its  favorite  front— which,  with  Us  officers 
and  dependant",  you  never  suspect  of  of  corruption. 
'  This,  ar,  will  be  the  practical  reformation*  I 
would  hive  Georgians  and  Georgia  Representa- 
tives to  look  to  it.  This  product  of  Georgia  will 
be  one  item  in  the  basis  of  issue,  and  the  cotton, 
lice,  and  tobacco,  ano  her.  In  deficiency  of  these, 
the  State  stocks  will  be  invoked  to  aid  them 

K,  sir,  thh  argument  of  "economy"  is  lo  prevail, 
let  it  be  examined,  and  it  proves  too  much  or  too 
little.  It  proves  too  much,  because  you  can  coin 
all  your  gold  and  silver  cheaper  far  at  Chariot  e 
and  Dablonrga,  or  either,  than  at  Philadelphia. 
Therefore,  the  principal  Mint  shou'd  be  abolished. 
Sell  your  property  at  Philadelphia,  give  us  the  use 
of  the  proceed*,  and  we  will  do  alt  your  coins ge 
free  of  expense. 

Again:  Coinage  is  a  dead  expense  any  way 
you  may  manage,  and  does  not  pay  for  itself.  By 
th?  same  argument,  y(  u  would  coin  nowhere;  since, 
on  a  score  of  dt  liars  and  cents  you  would  find  it 
cheaper  t>  let  other  nations  or  individuals  coin. 

Again  :  If  you  abolish  these  <  fiVes  because  they 
are  an  expense,  what  will  become  of  the  thousand 
and  one  offices,  judicial,  civil,  financial,  and  milita- 
ry, which  bring  you  in  no  money  annually? 

Sir,  this  argument  will  not  do.  I  now  proceed 
loshtw  that,  so  far  as  the  policy  you  set  out  with 
is  just  and  true,  instead  of  being  disappointed,  you 
may  expect  all  your  reasonable  hopes  to  be  re- 
alized. 

First,  then,  my  colleague  who  sits  on  my  right 
[Mr.  Holt]  now  suggests  to  me  that,  by  intelli- 
gence received  last  night,  it  appears  "that  by  very 
recent  discoveries  there  are  developments  making 
in  the  gold  region  of  Georgia  never  befors  antici- 
pated." This,  in  part,  I  witnessed  l*st  summer. 
And  here  I  read  from  ihe  document  of  the  House, 
giving  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  mint,  to 
!-how  this  committee  what  it  seems  nnapprized  of, 
to  wit:  For  the  three  years  during  which  the  branch 
mints  have  been  operating,  the  two  at  Dahlonega 
and  Charlotte  have  coined  nearly  twr-thirds  of  all 
the  United  States  gold  coined  in  the  Union  during 
that  time — the  entire  amount  of  American  gold 
coined  being  from  #420,000  to  #451,000,  of  which 
those  two  branches  have  coined  about  #230,000. 
And  of  the  #170,000  American  gold  coined  at  Phi- 
ladelphia last  year,  ninety  odd  thousand  wax  the 
product  of  Georgia. 

Now,  sir,  but  for  the  high  exchanges  produced 
by  bank  suspensions,  and  the  operation  of  an  order 
at  the  Mint  forbidding  less  sums  than  #100  to  be 
coined  at  the  branches,  #80,000  of  that  #90,000 
would  have  been  coined  at  Dahlonega.  Add  this 
to  what  it  did  coin,  fay  #126,000,  and  you  would 
have  had  over  #200,000  coined  at  that  branch. 

As  to  the  product  of  gold  and  its  prospects.  In 
1837,  the  year  before  thesa  branches  were  in  ope- 
ration, the  total  of  United  States  gold  was 
#282,000.  Since  that  tima  the  annual  average  has 
been  near  half  a  million.  And  at  Dahlonega  in 
particular,  it  is  decidedly  increasing. 

Now,  sir,  I  beg  to  estimate  an  increase  for  the 

next  year,  founded  on  the  presumption  that   the 

banks  will  not  again  suspend,  for  if  ihey  do,  bul- 

,  ,  lion  will  be  shipped  as  exchanges  rise, instead  of  be- 


ing coined  at  home.  Here  is  the  estimate:  #125,000 
present  product.  This  will  be  increased  25  per 
cent  by  increase  of  labor,  new  developments,  and 
increased  facilit  es.  In  round  sum,  #3 1,000.  One 
half  of  what  went  to  Philadelphia  to  be  coined 
will  be  coined  at  home,  say  #45,000,  making  the 
total  coinage  at  Dahlonega  #201,000  in  the  year' 
next  ensuing. 

This  is  liable  to  be  diminished  by  the  general  or- 
der from  the  principal  Mint,  and  the  limitation  of 
the  current  deposite  at  Dahlonega  to  be  used  to 
forward  the  operations  there. 

Now,  sir,  in  the  failure  of  any  of  reasons  of  your 
policy,  or  with  no  disappointed  hopes,  it  remains  to 
see  who  will  abrogate  the  measure.  The  party 
which  adopted  it  cannot ;  and  those  who  have 
declined  to  support  it  heretofore,  I  presume,will  not 
now  do  it.  • 

If  it  should  be  done,  I  for  one  will  look  afcer  the 
gold  produced  in  Georgia,  till  it  finds  its  stop- 
ping place  in  the  vaults  of  a  United  States' 
Bank;  and  1  will  then  leckon  up  the  cost  of  putting 
and  keeping  it  thire,  and  call  on  some  one  to 
tell  me  who  pays  the  cost  and  who  divides  the  profit?. 

About  the  same  time  too,  if  in  life,  I  will  watch 
the  course  our  cotton  will  takt,  and  inquire  into 
the  results  which  thereby  will  fall  on  the  planters 
as  well  as  the  reasons  that  will  have  governed  its 
course  in  trade. 

After  some  explanations  from  Mr.  TILLING- 
HAST, 

Mr.  STANLY  made  some  brief  remarks,  and 
c 'Deluded  by  sending  an  amendment  to  the  desk, 
which  amendment  the  Chair  decided  war  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  GRAVES  followed,  and  also  made  some 
brief  remarks. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  after  soma  observations  in  rela* ' 
tion  to  ihe  wide  latitude  the  debate  had  taken,  op- 
posed the  proposition  to  strike  out  the  appropriation 
for  branch  mints,  and  exposed  ihe  fallacy  of  the  ar- 
guments urged  in  favor  of  it.  It  had  been  said 
that  these  branch  mints  did  not  pay  their  expenses; 
but  would  gentlemen  of  the  North  say  that  their 
numerous  custom  houses  and  ports  of  entry  paid 
their  expenses?  No,  they  could  not.  But  the  cus- 
tom houses,  like  the  branch  mints,  were  erected  for 
the  convenience  of  the  country,  and  not  solely  in 
consideration  of  dollars  and  cents.  Mr.  D.  went 
on  to  show  that  the  same  argument  would  apply  to 
post  offices  and  other  institutions,  established,  not 
for  profit,  but  for  the  convenience  of  the  people. 
In  conclusion  he  submitted  to  his  friends  all  round 
whether  they  thought  steam  enough  had  not  bean 
let  off,  and  whether  they  had  not  better  take  the 
question  at  once. 

Mr.  W.  G.  JOHNSON  made  an  explanation  as 
to  the  vote  he  should  give.  He  considered  that 
Cor  gress  ought  not  to  scatter  the  institutions  for 
coining  money  all  over  the  Union,  merely  because 
it  had  the  power  to  do  if.  He  was  in  favor  of 
having  but  one  mint  for  coining  the goldof  the 
country,  unless  that  gold  should  be  found  in'greater 
qnan'ity. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  GRAHAM,  the 
question  on  striking  out  the  clause  in  question  was 
taken  by  tellers,  and  decided  in  the  negative—Ayes 
53,  noes  73. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ANDREWS,  the  committee 
then  rose  and  reported  progress*. 

Tne  Housd  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Thursday,  February  18,  1841. 
Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution?, pa? ted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
M^ine;  which  were  read: 

RESOLVES  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  CURRENCY. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  policy  of  this  country,  in 
public  and  private  financial  matters,  has  always 
been  to  maintain  a  mixed  money  of  paper  and 
metals,  the  latter  forming  the  basis  of  the  former; 
that  bank  paper,  convertible  into  specie  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  holder,  is  a  "safe  and  convenient  cur- 
rency; and  anr  change  of  policy  tending  to  substi-  • 
tute  an  entire  metallic  currency,  would  be  injurious 

in  its  effects,  and  impracticable  in  its  execution. 

2.  Resolved,  That  for  the  interest  of  the  whole  com- 
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inanity,  as  well  as  for  the  purposes  of  the  Trea- 
sury, it  is  essential  tint  the  nation  should  po5iess  a 
currency  of  uniform  value,  credit  and  use, 
where  rer  it  may  circulate;  that  the  Constitution  bas 
entrusted  Congress  exclusively  with  the  power  of 
creating  and  regulating;  a  currency  of  this  descrip- 
tion; and  that  measures  should  be  taken  by  Con- 
gress in  execution  of  this  power,  to  relieve  the 
country  from  the  evils  and  embarrassments  of  the 
present  deranged  condition  of  the  currency,  by  es- 
tablishing one  equally  uieful  to  the  people  and  to 
the  Government,  and  of  uniform  value  and  credit 
in  every  State  in  the  Union. 

3.  Jfaoted,  That  the  act  of  Congress  in  relation 
to  the  collection,  keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  money,  approved  on  the  fourth  day  of  July 
last,  commonly  denominated  the  Independent  or 
Sub-Treasury  ad,  was  uncalled  for  by  the  people, 
and  is  against  the  genius  of  our  free  institutions, 
tending  to  substitute  a  metallic  for  our  present  mixed 
currency,  and  ought  forthwith  to  be  repealed. 

4.  Resolved,  That  if  the  alternative  ia  necessarily 
presented  of  a  National  Bank,  wiih  all  the  restric- 
tions that  a  people  jealous  of  their  liberties  would 
require  in  such  an  institution,  and  the  exis'ing 
Sub-Tieasury  system,  we  are  in  favor  of  the  for- 
mer, and  opposed  to  the  Utter. 

5.  Reitlved,  That  we  deprecate  a  national  debt, 
and  dir<et  taxation  in  time  of  peace,  to  provide 
means  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the 
General  Government;  that  there  should  be  a  revi- 
sion and  adjustment  of  the  tariff,  so  as  at  once  to 
furnish  a  revenue  equal  to  the  necessary  expendi- 
tures, and  to  encourage  and  protect  American  in- 
dustry. 

6.  Resolved,  That  a  bill  providing  for  a  just  and 
equal  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  several  States,  commends  itself  to 
our  consideration  as  an  act  of  justice  due  alike  to 
all,  and  ouejit  to  Pass  into  a  law. 

%.  {iesohed,  Taat  the  Hon.  Riufl  Williams, 
previous  to  his  election  M  the  Senate  of  the  United 
8'a'es,  having  declared  and  published  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  elected  to  carry  into  effect  the  will  of 
his  constituents,  if  he  is  instruct  what  that  will 
is,  or  resign  his  trust,  we,  therefore,  hereby  instruct 
kirn  that  the  foregoing  resolutions  express  the  will 
of  his  constituents. 

8.  Reschtd,  That  our  Senators  acd  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  be  requested  to  vote  for  any  bill 
or  proposition  now  before  Congress  calculated  to 
carry  into  effect  the  principles  contained  in  ihe 
foresoine  resolutions,  and  to  introduce  and  support 
such  measures  ax  sha'l  accomplish  the'same  objec*, 
if  not  now  before  Congress 

9.  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  rrquestcd  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  tie  f«>regoins  resolutions  to  each 
of  our  Seoators  and  Reptesenta'ivcs  in  Cingress 
from  thi;  State. 

The  resolut'ons  were  then,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
WILLIAMS,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  MOUTON  presented  a  aemorialof  Kohn, 
Daron  and  Cimpany,  praying  that  the  duty  on 
certain  ntks  may  be  refunded;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BENTON  patented,  atghe  request  of  the 
Delegate  from  Iowa,  a  preamb'e  and  resolutions 
unanimously  adopted  by  citoens  of  the  county  of 
Dubuque,  claiming  a  right  of  pre-emption  denied 
them  by  the  C^mmissionf  r  of  the  General  Land 
Office;  which  wa«  rei>rred  io  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Law's,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  B.  al.o  presented  a  memorial  from  Gen.T. 
8.  Jesup,  stating  that,  by  an  error  in  the  printing 
of  a  certain  document,  much  injury  had  been  done 
him,  and  pray  ng  such  redress  as  Congress,  in  its 
wisdom,  may  think  proper  to  aocord;  which  was 
referred  to  t**e  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  MOUTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, ta  which  was  referred  the  memoral  of  E 
Gooon,  submitted  a  report  accompanied  by  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  experi- 
ments to  be  made  in  a  system  of  telegraph*;  which 
•  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  the 
report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  Tuesday  by  Mr. 
Hobtma  to  admit  ladies  to  the  privileged  sea's  on 


the  floor  of  the  Senate,  was  laid  on  the  table— Ayes 
31,  noes  20. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  Tuesday  by  Mr. 
Hdbbard,  relative  to  the  election  of  Printer,  was 
taken  up,  and  Mr.  HUBBARD  briefly  gave  the 
reasons  for  its  adoption. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  thought  the  Congress  to 
come  into  existence  after  the  4th  of  Mirch  next, 
would  be  as  competent  to  elect  a  primer  for  i'self 
as  the  present  body  was  to  elect  a  printer  for  it.  But 
as  the  ostensible  object  was  to  carry  out  what  was 
supposed  to  be  a  compulsory  and  obligatory  act  of 
Congress,  he  thought  it  b;caue  necessary  to  con- 
sider what  that  act  was  and  the  practice  of  this 
and  the  other  branch  ot  Congress  under  ir.  The 
act  was  in'  the  form  of  a  joint  resolution  of  the 
two  Houses,  which,  sanctioned  by  the  President, 
had  the  force  of  law.  He  then  quo'ed  the  origi- 
nal resolution  of  1819,  and  traced  ihe  action  of 
Congress  under  it  to  the  present  time,  and  showed 
that  in  ihe  Senate,  in  every  instance,  the  printer 
had  been  elected  at  the  close  of  ihe  preceding  ses- 
sion; and  in  the  House  th*  same  course  had  been 
followed  until  1833,  when  amotion  was  made  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and 
next  to  postpone  it;  an<1  subs'quntly  it  was  treated 
at  a  dead  letter,  by  the  House,  for  it  refused  to  be  go- 
verned by  it.  Acd  now  tber*  were  three  things  ihat 
were  worthy  of  consideration:  First,  was  th*  resolu- 
tion compulsor>?  If  that  question  were  answered  in 
ihe  negative,  the  next  question  wa.«,  was  it  necessary 
now  to  appoint  a  printer;  and  if  not,  was  it  expe- 
dient to  do  .»o?  The  resolution  was  originally  in- 
tended to  have  the  force  of  law,  and  it  was  intended 
with  this  object,  that  wh*n  Congress  got  together 
it  should  have  the  means  of  causing  its  work  to  be 
done,  and  that  the  printer  shou'd  have  au'hority 
for  doing  it.  The  law  then  was  intended  to  be  ob- 
ligatory; but  one  branch  of  Congress  had  violated 
it,  and  now  they  were  not  bound  to  act  under  it;  in 
his  judgment  there  was  nothing  compulsory  in  that 
law  as  it  *to  d,  with  the  practice  <  f  the  House  of 
Representatives  under  it.  And  if  not  compulsory, 
was  there  any  necessity  to  act  under  it?  There 
was  no  neres>ity,  for  th?y  had  a  printer  appoint,  d 
for  the  period  intervening  between  this  day  and  the  ' 
4  h  of  March;  and  it  was  known  that  ibe  S  nate  j 


would  meet  on  that  day,  when  such  provision  c*~>uld 
be  made  as  the  Senate  might  deem  requisite.  Was 
it  then  expedient?  On  the  4th  of  March  the  politi- 
cal complexion  of  that  b">dy  would  be  changed, 
and  if  the  Senate,  in  a  fortnight  from  this  date, 
should  reverse  the  act  of  the  present  Senate,  if  this 
resolution  should  be  acted  upon,  by  the  exerci<e  of 
its  constitutional  ruhr  in  the  appointment  of  a 
printer  for  itself,  there  wou'd  be  raised  a  cry  of 
proscription,  and  a  demand  would  be  made  for 
compensation  for  the  lo<*  of  the  appointment. 
Now,  he,  for  one,  and  he  st>oke  only  for  one, 
should  not,  at  any  future  period,  consider  this 
election  (if  an  election  should  take  place,) 
as  inter'ering  with  the  appointment  of  one 
by  the  next  Senate,  and  he  hoped  one  of  the  first 
acts  of  that  body  would  be  to  reinstate  itself  in  its 
constitutional  rich's,  and  appoint  a  printer  for 
itself.  He  should,  therefore,  move  that  the  consi- 
deration of  this  resolution  be  postponed  until  the 
4th  of  March  next. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  desire  1  to  answer  'he  objections 
of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  who  had  occupied 
the  principal  part  of  the  morning  hour  in  ir.ak- 
ing  his  objections  known,  but,  in  justice  to  the  Se- 
nator from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bknton]  who  intended 
to  address  the  Senate  on  the  Bankrupt  bill,  he 
could  not  now  have  the  opportunity  to  do  so.  It 
was,  however,  his  intention  to  take  an  early  oppor- 
tunity to  answer  the  honorable  Senator  fully,  and, 
therefore,  he  fhonld  no*a^kthe  Senate  tostnk* 
out  the  word  "Thursday,"  ihe  day  on  which  he 
bad  proposed  that  the  election  should  take  place, 
leaving  the  blank  to  be  fillet  up  herea'ter,  for  he 
apprehended  they  were  to  have  a  long  debate  upon 
the  resolution,  and  next  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  which  he  promised  he  would  call  upon  again 
to-morrow. 

The  Ser.ate  concurred,  and  then  proceeded  wish 
the  debate  on 

THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 

Mr.  BENTON  being  iotitled  to  Ihe  floor,  ad* 


dressed  the  Senate  for  two'  hours  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  to  include  banking  institutions  within 
the  operation  of«*  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  next  rose,  and  raid  he 
proposed  to  make  a  few  remarks,  but,  at  the  re* 
quest  of  Mr.  MANGUM,  gave  way  to  a  prepoai- 
ticn  for  an  adjournment, 

And  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Thursday,  F* binary  18, 1841. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIES,  of  Pennsylvania,  il 
was  ordered  that  henceforth  the  House  will  take 
a  daily  recess  from  half- past  two  to  four  o'clock, 
p.  m. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule?,  and  ihat  the  House  rf  solve  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with 
a  view  to  proceed  with  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year 
1841. 

Mr.  STANLY  rrquested  Mr.  Jones  to  give  way, 
to  enable  him  to  offer  the  following  amendment, 
moved  by  him  on  yesterday: 

"And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Trea^uiy  be  directed  (o  institute  an  inquiry  into 
th*»  operations  of  the  branch  mints  at  Charlotte, 
Dahlonrga,  arvl  New  O. leans,  and  to  inform  the 
Hoiue  of  Represfntativrs,  early  in  the  month  of 
December  next,  whether  these  mints  have  an* were  I 
ibe  purpose  of  their  creation;  what  amount  of  gold 
and  silver  h  is  been  coined  at  each  of  thrse  branches. 
And  the  said  Secretary  is  fan  her  directed  to  inform 
this  House  whether  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia  is  not 
competent  to  do  all  the  coinage  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  the  country;  and  whether  future  opera- 
tions at  the  branch  mints  may  not  be  dispensed 
win,  without  injury  to  the  public  service.  And 
also,  whether  it  be  not  practicable  to  dispose  of  the 
pro  en  t  cos  ly  buildings  and  machinery,  without 
any  considerable  loss  to  the  Government.  And  it 
shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  communi- 
cate such  other  and  further  information  in  relation 
to  the  branch  mints  as  may,  in  his  opinion,  tend  to 
enlighten  C  ngrets  in  deci'ing  the  question  of  their 
continuance  or  discontinuance." 

Mr.  JONES  said  the  proposition  of  the  honora- 
ble member  ba4  been  decided  by  the  Chair  to  be 
out  of  order,  when  offered  by  him  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  biP,  and  thai  it  must  have  been  obvious 
at  the  time,  that  in  addition  to  the  fact  that  it  was 
out  of  order,  gentlemen  were  preparing  to  debate  it; 
and  that  at  this  late  peril  d  of  the  session,  with  mo?t 
of  the  appropria  ion  bil's  to  act  on,  he  could  not 
con  ent  that  any  business  should  take  precedence  of 
those  bills. 

The  Houw  ihm  resolved  itsself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Who'e  on  the  state  of  Union,  (Mr.  Bkix 
in  the  chair,)  snd  resumed  t^e  consideration  of  the 

CIVIL  AND   DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  GREEN,  after  some  remarks,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  following  itrm: 

"For  compema'kn  »o  the  officers  and  clerk*  of 
the  branch  mint  at  Dahloneg',  Georgia,  fix  thou- 
sand dollars." 

Mr.  ALFORD  opposed  the  motion.  It  seemed 
to  him  suicidal.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would  net 
urge  their  perrecurini;  measures;  for,  if  the  mint 
should  be  continued,  in  plaee  of  Britwh  gold,  we 
should  have  American  gold.  The  internal  re- 
sources of  Georgia  had  begun  to  be  developed  by 
the  op- ration  of  the  Government;  acd  he  hoped 
th*y  would  not  be  nipped  in  the  bod.  He  there- 
fore trusted  ihat  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Grcett]  wonld  withdraw  bis  motion. 

After  some  explanations  by  Messrs.  NESBIT. 
ALFORD,  and  COOPER, 

Mr.  BLACK  having  been  detained  from  his  seat 
by  indisposition  at  the  time  Mr.  Nk*bit  said  his 
speech,  *>ked  leave  now  to  propound  a  question 
to  his  honorable  colleague.  Has  he  said,  (rr. marked 
Mr.  B  )  directly  or  indirectly,  that  I  have  misrepre- 
sented him  in  factor  in  substance,  in  my  pi  in  ted 
Fperch,  published  in  the  Globe  in  reply  to  the  speech 
he  had  delivered  on  the  Treasury  note  W111 

Mr.  NESBIT  replied,  that  if  his  colleague  hid 
been  in  h  s  seat,  where  he  ought  to  have  been,  he 
wouly  h«ve  beard  what  he  did  say,    He  bad  «*i4 
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that  inea^ttanan'a  speech  was  calculated  la  mis* 
lead  public  opinion  as  to  what  he  (Mr.  N.)  had 
Hid,  and  a*  lohis  position  on  the  tariff  question. 

Mr.  BLACK  denied  that  he  had  done  his  col- 
league  any  iajuHice.  He  had  inserted  ia  bis  rpeech 
a  written  explanation  handed  him  by  that  gentle- 
man as  to  his  course,  and  then  had  shown  that,  in 
his  opinion,  the  measures  advocaed  by  his  col- 
league did  not  comport  with  his  profess  ons.  Be- 
sides, Mr.  Nn^Birt  speech  is  not  piinied  an  it  was 
letkertd.  He  had  omitted  to  print  many  material 
things  that  he  nt  tered  on  the  floor,  and  one  of  the 
most  material  of  them  was,  that  there  was  a  change 
of  opinion  in  the  S'ate  of  Georgia  relative  to  the 
tariff,  which  he  attribued  to  "the  ewn/i  of  tk*  last 
wmmer."  J  acsert  tnat  be  did  utter  these  identical 
wcrds;  and  I  now  ask  him,  distinctly,  whether  he 
does  or  does  not  deny  chat  he  nsed  these  word*? 

Mr.  NB3BIT  said,  he  would  not  submit  to  any 
farther  catechism. 

Mr ♦  BLACK.  80  far  from  misrepresenting  him, 
I  have  trntj  sta'ed  him  in  all  essential  particulars; 
and  no  man  can  say  that  the  printed  speech,  bad 
as  it  i«y  is  the  speech  which  was  delivered  here. 
To  the  spoken  speech  I  replied,  and  I  deny  that  I 
have  done  him  any  injustice. 

Mr.STEENROOthen  addressed  the  committee. 
He  aiiaded  to  the  fairness  and  liberality  af  the 
Chair  in  conducting  the  debase;  and  also  to  the 
paitjr  excitement  which  exi'ted  daring  the  late 
Presidential  canvass.  He  had  hoped,  now  that  the 
election  was  over,  and  the  excitement  bad  subsided, 
that  certain  gentlemen  waald  have  rome  Io  Con- 
gress to  carry  ant  the  principles  of  economy  and 
reform:  to  which  «hey  bad  profested  such  ardent 
attachment  before  the  people-,  but  be  doubted 
whe-her  these  professions  of  economy  and  reform 
corresponded  with  the  principles  which  the  same 
genUcman  hern  sustained. 

Mr.  S.  then  adverted  to  the  several  proposit:ons, 
1.  For  an  ex1ra  sessioa  of  Congress;  2.  The  dis- 
tribution of  :he  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pnbl:c 
lands  a-noug  the  State*.;  and  3.  An  incr  ase  of  iha 
ex  pendant  es  for  the  public  service:  and  said  he 
deemed  these  propositions  as  questionable  eco- 
nomy. 

Mr.  S.  then  stated  the  policy  of  the  Government 
to  be  a  reduced  revenue  and  a.  limited  expendi- 
ture, and  demonstrated  that  this  was  the  policy 
established  under  the  preceding  and  present  Admi- 
nistration*, and  referred  to  the  compromise  act  of 
IS  J3,  and  the  distribution  aet  of  1836V  as  establish- 
ing ihiw  policy.  He  also  referred  to  the  high  con- 
sider.! tkn  given  to  those  sets  by  the  country,  as 
well  as  by  the  represents  i/es  of  the  people.  Al- 
though gentlemen  had  avowed  their  disposition  to 
adhere  to  this  po  icy,  (saii  Mr.  8.)  still  the  princi- 
ples they  contend  for  ate  calculated  to  undermine  it. 

Mr.  8.  then  adverted  to  the  oft  repeated  charges 
against  the  past  and  precnt  Administrations  of 
neglecting  the  public  service — th«  army,  the  navy, 
foruftemtioca,  dtc. — and  showed,  by  a  reference  to 
documents,  that  a  liberal  policy  had  bean  pursued 
towards  those  interests;  that  the  vessaSa  of  the  navy 
and  the  naval  force  had  been  nearly  doubled,  the 
naval  stores  increased,  the  apprentice  system  adopt- 
ed in  the  navy,  and  the  navy  j  arda  considerably 
improved.  Under  the  acts  of  1839,  1836.  and 
1838,  large  appiopriatioas  bad  been  made  fur  forti- 
fications, and  for  erecting  new  forts  and  repairing 
old  ones. 

Mr.  9.  then  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Gsuvzs  io  relation  t*  tha  increave  of  the  number  of 
officers  of  the  Government,  and  animadverted  in 
detail  npon  the  subject,  showing  that  such  measure 
had  been  rendered  nteesanry  by  the  growing  neces- 
sities of  one  extended  country. 

Mr,  8.  feared,  from  what  he  bad  recently  wit- 
nessed in  the  House,  that  the  paat  poliev  was  to  be 
abandoned,  and  that  ihe  powers  of  the  Government 
were  to  be  increased  beyond  what  was  warranted 
by  the  Constitution;  and,  in  connection  with  this 
tubject,  referred  to  the  dispositi  >n  here  manifested 
to  seize  on  the  money  power,  the  taxing  power, 
ant  the  appointing  power  of  the  Eiecntive,  to  in- 
crease the  strength  of  the  Government  beyond  what 
.  vas  warranted  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  8  concluded  his  remarks  by  referring  to  his 
pam  opposiUf>a  to  the  incoming  President,  and  his 


reasons  for  it;  and  expressed  the  fervent  hope  that 
General  Harrison  would  administer  the  Govern- 
ment in  accordance  with  its  past  policy. 

After  some  fur  h<*r  remarks  by  Messrs.  GRATES, 
WARREN,  and  COOPER  of  Georgia, 

And  it  now  being  half  past  two  o'clock:. 

The  House,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  to- 
day, took  a  recess  until  four  o'clock. 


[Etikiho  Session.] 

After  the  re  cess, 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  beirg  entitled  to 
the  floor,  but  declining  to  speak, 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
GREEN  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the 
branch  mint  in  Georgia,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON,  the  bill 
wis  amended,  by  the  insertion  of  an  item  appro* 
priating  (3,000  for  carrying  into  effect  the  act 
passed  on  the  8.  h  invent,  making  temporary  pro- 
visions for  lunatics  in  the  Dibtrict  of  Columb'a. 
Mr.  J.  explained  that  the  above  amendment  was 
necessary,  owing  to  the  bill  in  question  being  so 
vaguely  worded,  that  it  could  not  be  carried  into 
effVct. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  to  strike  out  the  following 
proviso; 

Provided,  however,  That  the  district  attorneys  of 
the  Uni'ed  States,  in  and  for  the  several  districts, 
the  clerks  and  marshals  respectively  of  the  same, 
shall  render  an  account  quarter  yearly,  each  and 
every  year  hereafter,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  of  all  fee?,  fmo'oments,  and  receipts,  of 
every  name  and  natate  whatever  by  them  respec- 
tively received,  by  virtue  of  their  said  offices;  which 
account  shall  be  rendered  upon  oath  or  affirmation, 
and  shall  te  in  such  form,  and  supported  by  such 
prrofs  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  bis 
judgment,  may  prescribe  for  the  purpose  of  e  n- 
fjicing  the  pr«  vboe*  hereinafter  named,  thst  is  10 
la\:  If  it  shall  appear  lhat  the  salaries,  fees,  emo- 
lument?, reee*pts,  and  earnings,  of  any  of  the  said 

attorneys,  shall  exceed  the  sum  of dollars, 

then  such  attorneys  thall  pay  such  excess  it. to  the 
Tre-.sury  of  the  United  Staes  for  genera!  purposes 
of  the  Government;  and  if  the  Falaries,  fee>,  emo- 
luments, or  earnings,  of  any  of  said  clerks,  shall 
exceed  ■    dollar*,  then  the  excess  shall,  in 

like  manner,  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  for  the 
purposes  afrreeaid;  and  if  the  salaries,  earning*, 
fees,  and  emoluments,  of  any  of  the  said  mvbhals, 

shall  exceed  the  sum  of dollars,  then  such 

excess  shall  alro  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  for  pur- 
poses  aforesaid. 

Mr.  HUNT  said  ho  intendedntu  good  faith, 
to  car.y  out  a  system  of  rrtrenchTieu  aad  reform, 
but  it  would  be  a  sys'em  to  benefit  t  e  people  /nl 
ligh'en  their  burdens.  This  proviso  proposed  no 
»uch  relief,  but  to  leave  the  fees  as  highland  oner- 
cut  as  ever,  taking  to  the  Government  th?  larger 
portion  of  them  to  replenish  its  bankrupt  and  ex- 
hausted Treasury.  It  proposed  taxing  the  poor 
and  unfortunate,  th.-sa  least  able  to  bear  burdens 
for  its  own  support.  The  true  remedy  was  a  fee 
bill  properly  framed,  and  if  no  one  else  would 
bring  forward  such  a  bill,  he  would  himself  move 
in  the  subject  at  the  earliest  opportunity  which  pro- 
mised any  action. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  said,  he  had  no  desire 
to  resort  10  any  measure  by  which  the  officers  of 
Government  thould  not  receive  a  full  equivalent 
for  service*  performed.  But  he  was  not  a  via  re, 
until  an  advanced  period  of  the  last  session,  that 
the  emoluments  of  these  officers  were  a  tenth  part 
of  what  they  really  were.  It  was  not  the  in'ention 
of  the  committee  to  nrerfere  with  the  regular  sala- 
ries awarded  to  these  rfficers  by  law,  but  inertly  to 
limit  the  amount  received  in  the  shape  of  perqui- 
sites. 

Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  say  that,  from  a  statement  of 
facts  presented  in  relation  to  the  fees  of  thote  <  ffi- 
cersf  it  would  ?ppear  that  the  amount  receive!  by 
them  for  personal  services,  was  enarmous.  What 
would  the  gentleman  think  of  a  single  clerk,  in  the 
Southern  District  of  New  York,  receiving  fees,  in 
the  course  of  one  year,  to  the  amount  of  above 
ntoutten  ihouund  dollmrsl  What  would  he  think  of 
a  District  Attorney,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  re- 


ceiving above  t wen/9  eight  (aevsenrf  ioUtn  per  an- 
num in  the  shape  ot  fee;?  AUo,  of  a  certain  mar- 
shal of  a  District  in  Mississippi  receiving  eghty 
teven  thousand  dollart  per  annum  and  upwards? 

Shall  I  be  told  by  the  gentlemen  from  New  York, 
said  Mr.  J.  that  he  is  anxious  for  retrenchment  and 
reform,  and  yet  be  told  that  this  sys.em  does  not  re- 
quire the  pruning  knife? 

Mr.  BROWN  of  Mississippi  objected  to  his  con- 
stituents being  relieved  from  the  extortionate  fees 
of  the  marshal  in  any  soch  way  as  that  proposed 
in  the  bill.  For  instead  of  relieving  the  uaforta> 
nate  debtors,  it  would  be  merely  pUcing  the  fees 
in  the  public  Treasury,  instead  of  leaving  them  in 
the  bands  of  the  marshal.  He  wished  the  fees  re- 
duced so  that  ihe  poor  debtors,  and  not  the  Govern- 
ment, frhou'd  have  the  benefit  of  the  reduction. 

Mr.  EVANS  contended  that  the  proviso  could 
not  be  properly  admitted  into  the  bill  before  the 
committee,  and  when  a  proposition  should  be  made 
for  filling  up  the  blanks,  he  would  make  that  as  a 
point  of  order.  He  then  endeavored  to  show  that 
the  fees  did  not  amount  to  so  much  as  was  sup- 
posed, there  being  many  deductions,  e'c. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  BRTG3S,  in 
which  he  urged  the  impropriety  of  attempting  to 
act  on  so  intricate  a  subject  at  this  late  period  of 
the  session, 

Mr.  STANLY  took  the  floor,  and  moved  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  c'suse  of  the  bill;  which 
motion  took  precedence  of  the  motion  previously 
pending. 

Mr.  S  after  advocating  at  some  length  the  ne- 
cessity for  a  National  Bank,  a  duty  on  wines  and 
silks,  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  oVc  spoke  in  re'ation  to  the  fourth  instal- 
ment, and  taid  that  it  ought  to  be  pa  d  to  the  States, 
for  they  were  undoubtedly  entitled  to  it. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPiwN  considered  himself 
under  no  obligation  to  vote  to  pay  the  fourth  in- 
stalment. He  had  voted  for  the  law  alluded  to,  as 
a  dtpo  i  1  aet  only. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  it  was  a  deposite  act  on  its 
face. 

Mr.  STANLY  replied  lhat  it  was  a  distribution 
b  11,  aoiwiths'aoding  it  was  entitkd  "An  act  to  re* 
gula'e  the  public  deposites;''  and  it  was  so  called  to 
avcid  Old  Hickory's  veto  upon  it 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that,  according  to  his 
recollection — f^r  he  was  in  Congress  when  the  act 
was  passed— it  was  modified  expressly  to  meet  the 
views  of  General  Jackson.  Its  character  wan  a 
distribution  bill,  but  the  b  11  underwent  a  modifi  a- 
tion  sr>  as  to  avoid  the  President's  veto.  Mr.  U. 
remarked  that  he  had  voted  for  it  aa  a  dt»/ri*ufie» 
bUl. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  the  ven  leman  was  mistaken. 
The  bill  was  on  y  so  modified  as  to  give  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  the  power  to  recall  from  the 
States  »uch  rateable  proportions  of  the  depositee  aa 
might  be  required  by  the  necessities  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  then  alluded  to  the  origin 
of  the  bill;  and  said  that  it  was  d.scufsed  ta  the  mesa 
to  which  be  at  that  time  belonged,  and  every  mem- 
ber of  it  was  of  the  opinion  that  it  wa«,  bona  fide,  a 
deposite  bill.  Soch  was  ihe  intention  of  the  author 
ot  ihe  measure;  and  Mr.  T.  could  not  have  voted 
for  it  under  any  othf»r  circa  romances. 

Mr.  STANLY  having  concluded  hi*  remarks, 

Tae  committee  ro»e,  u  ported  progress,  and  a*kcd 
leave  toMtaaain. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  then  moved  that  the  House 
sgain  rctolvc  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  ihe  Union,  on  the  'bill  to  extend  for 
five  years  the  act,  approved  July  7,  1838,  granting 
halt  pay  and  pensions  to  widi  w  ." 

And  pending  lb*  motion, 

On  mutiou  of  Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS,  at  9  o'clock, 
p.  m. 

The  House  adj  urncd. 

IN  SENATE, 
Friday,  February  19,  1841. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  to  the  Se- 
nate a  letter  from  the  honorable  John  Tyler,  Vict 
President  of  the  United  Slates  elect,  notifying  his 
receipt,  by  special  messenger,  of  the  official  notifi- 
cation of  his  election;  which  was  read. 


iss 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  two  memorials  ef 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  imposition  of 
a  doty  on  foreign  silk*;  which  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Delaware  in  favor  of  an  alteration 
of  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  make  the  President  in- 
eligible for  a  second  term;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

.  Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claim*, 
to  which  was  referred  the  House  bill  making  fur- 
ther appropriation  for  the  payment  of  horses  lost  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  State*,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  STURGEON,  from  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  McCrory;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  Samuel  R.  Slay  maker  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

RLRCTION  OP  PRINTER. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  to  elect  a  Public  Printer  for  the 
97ih  Congress,  the  motion  pending  being  that  made 
by  Mr.  Hdmtikot.n  to  postpone  its  further  consi- 
deration until  the  4:hi>f  March  next;  when 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  Senate  as  follow*: 

Mr.  Pusidbnt:  When  I  presented  the  resolu- 
tion, (now  before  the  Se/iate,)  merely  designating 
the  time  for  proceeding  to  the  election  of  a  Public 
Printer,  little  indeed  did  I  suppose  that  it  would 
meet  with  any  opposition.  I  knew  well  the  exist- 
ing statutory  provision  upon  the  subject.  I  knew 
well  what  had  been  the  uniform,  the  invariable, 

r notice  of  this  body  with  reference  to  this  matter, 
knew  well  the  history  connected  with  the  intro- 
duction  and    the  passage  of  the  resolution    of 
March  1619;   and,  with  a    knowledge   of  these 
facta,  I  could  not  have  anticipated  (he  slightest  ob- 
jection to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  now  before 
n«:  but  so  it  is.    The  Senator  from  Connecticut, 
at  this  late  day,  inlerpores  his  objections  to  the 
Senate  proceeding  to  the  election.     He  denies  that 
the  joint  resolutions  of  1819  and  of  1829  were  obli- 
gatory in  their  character,  or  were  in  accordance  with 
the  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  secures  to 
this  and  to  the  other  House  the  right  to  choose 
their  own  officers.    He  denies  that  there  is  any 
necessity,  or  that  there  would  be  any  expediency, 
in  proceeding  to  the  election  at  this  time.    I  pur- 
pose to  notice  these  objections.    The  S  'nator,  in 
the  course  of  bis  remarks,  observed  that  the  Senate 
which  would  assemble  here  on  the  fourth  of  March 
would  be  competent  to  elect  their  own  printer. 
And  has  that  fact  any  thing  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion!   Have  I  denied  the  competency  or  the  abili- 
ty   of    that  Senate?     Have- I  u  tered  one  word 
in  disparagement  of  that  bod>?    No,  sir.    And 
why   the   Senator   has  alluded    to    that   matter 
I  am  unable  to  comprehend.     If  the  obligation 
rests  upon  ihis  Senate,  under  the  resolutions  of 
1819  and  1839,  to  elect  a  Printer  to  execute  ihe 
public  printing  for  the  next  Congress,  we  *houl  1 
not  hesitate  to  meet  and  to  perform  the  obligation 
—if  no  fuch  obligation  is  imposed  upon  u*,  the  next 
Senate  will  have  to  perform  that  dnty.    The  Sena- 
tor remarked  that  the  mover  (alluding  te  myself)  of 
the  resolution  would  not  be  a  member  of  the  next 
Senate,  and  that  he  could  have  no  particular  inte- 
est  in  the  question:  whether  an  election  of  Printer 
were  to  take  place  now  or  then  must  be  matter  of 
no  moment  to  him.  Sir,  it  is  true  that  I  snail  not  be 
a  member  of  the  next  Senate;  ?n1  why  the  Sena- 
tor from  Connecticut  has  taken  occasion  to  allude 
to  the  fact,  I  cannot  well    understand.      What 
earthly  connection  has  it  *iih  the  question  pendiag 
before  the  Senate?    If  the  Senator  supposes  that  I 
have  brought  forward  this  resolution  for  the  par- 
note  of  enabling  me  to  gratify  any  feeling  of  re- 
sentment, he  is  utterly  mistaken.    He  is  little  ac- 
quainted with  me  if  he  thinks  thus.    I  cosld  not 
be  controlled  by  any  considerations  of  that  sort. 
No,  rir     I  have  brought  forward  the  resolution 
becaose  I  regarded  it  as  the  imperative  duty  of  the 
Senate  under  the  laws  of  Congress  now  to  act  upon 
the  subject— to  elect  a  Printer  before  the  close  of  the 


session  to  execute  the  public  printing  for  the  next 
Congress. 

Thus  and  this  alone,  hat  induced  me  to  offer  the 
resolution  before  us.     Those  charged  with    the 
execution  of  the  public  printing  at  this  lime  and 
their  predecessors  have  alike,  since  I  have  been  in 
Congress,  treated  me  with  civility.    I  bear  towards 
none  ot  them  any  ill  will  whatever.    The  Senator 
has  alluded  to  the  present  state  of  popular  senti- 
ment, and  said  that  it  would  be  an  outrage  upon  that 
feeling  to  have  a  Printer  for  the  Senate  whose  po- 
litical principles  were  not  in  accordance  with  those 
of  the  majority  of  the  body.    And  hence  he  infers 
that  no  election  should  be  made  until  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  new  Senate.    My  answer  to  this  is,  that 
we  are  bound  to  execute  the  law,  and  that  neither 
the  Senator  nor  myself  have  at  any  time  witnessed 
such  an  indication  of  popular  sentiment  as  would 
go  to  nullify  the  provisions  of  existing  statutes. 
True,  the  political  character  of  this  body  will  in  a 
short  time  be  changrd,  and  those  now  in  the  mino- 
rity will  become  the  majority  of  the  body.     True 
it  is  that  the  recent  election  of  the  country  has  put 
out  this,  and  will  put  in  another  Administration. 
But  does  it  follow  necessarily  that  hereafter  the 
law  is  to  be  abrogated?    Is  that  to  be  the  policy  of 
the  coming-in  Administration?    Are  the  clear  and 
positive  enactments  of  Congress  to  be  put  at  defi- 
ance?    Is  there  hereafter  to  be  a  practical  dis- 
regard of  the  injunctions  of  statutory  law?    The 
Senator  is   doing   great  injustice    to   the   virtue 
and  intelligence  of  the  country  to  infer  from  the 
result  of  recent  elections  that  any  such  feeling  or 
sentiment  has  been  made  manifest.  Far  otherwise  the 
people  know  the  nets  and  enactments  of  their  pub- 
lic servants.    They  know  their  tenor,  their  force. 
They  acknowledge  their  obligation,  and  submit  to 
their  direction.     They  would  nor,  if  they  could, 
make  the  slightest  movement  to  set  at   nought 
the  authority  of  Congress.     No,   sir,   there  has 
been  no    such   indication  of    public   sentiment; 
so  far  from  it,    the    predominant   feeling    run- 
ning  through    this    country    is  respect  for,  and 
submission  to,  public  law  and    to  public  autho- 
rity.   The  Senator  has  said  that  he  did  not  regard 
the  resolutions  of  18 1 9  and  of  1829  as  obligatory 
upon  him;  and  be  gave  notice  that  he  would  him- 
self, should  the  Stnate  now  proceed  to  an  elec- 
tion of  printer  under  those  resoluti<  ns,  en  the  orga- 
nization of  the  new  Senate,  move  O  proceed  to  an 
election  in  total  dissegard  of  the  present  proceed- 
ings;.   Sir,  let  it  be  done;  and  if  done  it  viill  be 
done  upon  the  responsibility  of  the  Senator  and 
his  friends.    Let  it  be  done,  and  let  the  country 
know  why  and  wherefore  it  was  done.     And,  sir, 
I  greatly  misjudge  if  the  Senator  would  not  find  an 
indication  of  popular  feeling,  as  the  effect  of  such 
a  proceeding,  entirely  different  from  what  he  anti- 
cipates.   No,  sir,  the  Senator  will  not  aid  in  that 
act,  which,  if  done,  cannot  fail  to  call  down  upon 
i*s  authors  popular  indignation.    I  think  the  Sena- 
tor will  take  no  part  in  any  such  proceeding. 
.  Mr.  President:  It  may  be  well  tor  us  to  look  into 
the  history  of  the  legislation  of  Congress  in  relation 
to  this  matter.    We  cannot  fail  to  receive  much 
valuable  information  from  such  a  retrospect.    An- 
terior to  1819  there  was  no  Public  Printer  elected 
by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.    The  printing  was 
done  by  contracts,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 
These  contracts  were  almost  universally,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  Government  to   1819,  exe- 
cuted by  persons  who  were  the  lowest  bidders  for 
the  work.    The  persons  employed  were  the  mere 
agents  of  the  Houses  to  execute  the  printing  for 
Congress  in  accordance  with  their  bids,  and  under 
the   supervision    of   known  officers  of  Congress. 
It  may  be  said,  with  truth,  that  anterior  to  1819, 
the  public  printing  was  all  matter  of  contract. 
There  were,  then,  f  r  the  first  thirty  year*  of  our 
existence  under  our  Constitution,  no  such  officers 
known  to  the  Government    as  Public    Printers. 
During  that  'time  the  Senate  had    its  Secretary, 
its   Sergeant-at-Arm?,    its   Doorkeeper;  and    the 
House  bad  its  Speaker,  its  Set geant-at- Arms,  and 
its  Doorkeeper — officers  known  and  acknowledged: 
but  the  idea  of  a  Printer  to  execute  the  printing  of 
Congress  being  an  officer  of  Congress,  wa«  never  en- 
tertained by  any  one  previous  to  1819,  nor  subse- 


quent to  that  period  until  1833  or  1835;asfar  as  I  hare 
been  able  to  ascertain  from  our  legislative  history. 
No,  sir— before  1819  they  were,  and  subsequent  to 
1619  they  should  be,  regarded  only  as  the  agents  of 
Congress,  to  execute,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
existing  law,  the  public  printing.  It  may  be  just  as 
W£ll  said,  that  the  printer  employed  to  do  the  work 
for  any  branch  of  the  Eiecutive  Department  of 
oar  Government  is  thereby  attached  to  and  nude 
an  afficer  of  that  branch,  as  to  say  that  the  penoa  * 
employed  to  execute  the  printing  of  the  legislative 
branch  of  ihs  Government  is  an  officer  of  that 
branch. 

But,  sir,  what  was  the  necessity  for  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  1819— and  whence  did  itoriginattl  Oaths 
fourth  of  December,  1818,  Mr.  Wilson,  then  t 
member  of  the  Senile  from  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, introduced  into  the  Senate  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

"Resolved,  That  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  Room  of 
Congress  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  whether  «ay, 
and  if  any,  what  further  provision*  bylaw  are  necemrr  to 
insure  despatch,  accuracy,  and  ncatntu  in  the  printing  fa» 
by  order  of  the  two  Houses  respectively;  and  they  hm  leira 
to  report  by  bill.** 

Tnis  resolution  passed  the  Senate,  and  was,  ot 
the  8th  of  the  same  month,  agreed  to  on  the  part  of 
the  House  with  an  amendment.    Previously  Opa- 
gress  had  experienced  much  embarrassment  ia 
procuring  the  printing  to  be  executed.    It  wti 
neither  dene  with  despatch,  with  neatness,uor  with 
accuracy,  and  the  history  of  the  times  shows  that 
there  was  great  complaint;  and  the  actios  of  the 
two  Houses  in  1819,  upon  ihe  resolution,  shows 
that  they  considered  it   necessary  and  proper  to 
make  a  change  in  the  mode  then  in  existence  for 
procuring  the  public  printing  to  be  done.   There 
was  then  no  doubt  expressed  as  to  the  power  of 
Congress  to  regulate  this  whole  matter.    There  wit 
then  no  intimation  that,  by  the  adoption  of  some 
general  regulation  touching  this  subject,  Congress 
would  be  encroaching  upon  the  rights  of  others. 
There  was  then  no  opinion  avowed  that  one  Con- 
gress could  not  prescribe  the  mode  and  manner  of 
executing  the  public  printing,  which  might  be  re- 
quired by    future  Congresses;  that  one  Congress 
could  not  designate  and  appoint  a  printer  to  exe- 
cute  the  public  printing,  agreeably  to  the  provision 
of  existing  law,  for  the  next  succeeding  Congress. 
These  mighty  discoveries  have  been  made  reeeady, 
in  more  modern  days.    The  committee  on  the  pan 
of  the  Senate  to  consider  the  resolution  above  re- 
ferred to,  consis'ed  of  the   mover,  Mr.  Wilson  of 
New  Jersey,  Mr.  Lacock  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Mr.  Burriil  of  Rhode  Island;  and  on  the  part  ot 
the  House,  by  Mr.  Pitkin  of  Connecticut,  Mr. 
Rogers  ef  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Litde  of  Mary- 
land. 

The  character  of  that  joint  committee  is  a  saffl- 
cient  guarantee  that  they  would  not  presume  to  report 
upon  a  subject  which  was  not  clearly  within  their 
jurisdiction.    The  distinguished  character  of  the 
chairman  on  the  part  of  the  House  must  be  knows 
to  the  Senator  from  Connecticut.    And  I  wooM 
sooner  distrust  my  own  judgment,  than  for  a  me" 
ment  to  believe  that  seen  men  as  Pitkin  and  Bar- 
rill  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  measure 
unwarranted  by  the  Constitution.     Sir,  sach  an 
idea  would  have,  at  that  time,  ben  treated  with 
ridicule.    It  would  have  been  regarded  as  prepos- 
terous, that  Congress  could  not,  by  law,  prescribe 
the  mode  of  executing  the  public  printing  k>  bt 
done  thereafter,  and  the  prices  to  be  paid  therefor, 
and  that  they  could  not  have  appointed  an  sgeat  to 
execute  that  work  for  the  ensuing  Congress.   It 
does  not  seem,  even  at  this  day,  (o  be  qaestioaed 
but  that  the  Congress  of  1819  had  the  power  to 
prescribe  the  mode  and  manner  for  executing  all 
the  public  printing,  and  for  fixing  the  rate  of  coo- 
pen  sat  ion;  for  it  is  now  said  that,  although  all  this 
was  rightfully  done,  yet  it  Was  not  tn  the  power  of 
that  Congress  to  appoint  an  agent— a  printer  for 
executing  the  printing  for  the  then  next  Congress; 
thitihe  exercise  of  such  a  power  was  unauthonvd 
by  the  Constitution,  and  in  violation  of  the  rights 
of  the  subsequent  Congress. 

Let  ns  rook  into  this  question,  and  see  whether 

this  be  a  fair  and  legitimate  view  of  the  ?objett 

The  joint  committee  of  Congress,  herein  before 

named,  submitted  the  following  report: 

"That regarding  iht subject commuted  to  them  MOoanteN 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


189 


•khthe  convenience  of  the  members,  the  information  of  tbe 
eommaaity,  the  economy  of  time  and  money,  and  the  character 
of  the  country,  they  neve  given  it  ell  the  consideration  which 
(heir  other  engagement*  permitted. 

"Under  all  circamstancee,  the  committee  have  deemed  it  theli 
dtfy  to  recommend  that  a  tariff  of  price*  for  every  kind  of  print 
log  required  to  be  done  tor  Congress,  be  fixed  by  a  joint  resolu- 
tion of  the  two  Houses,  to  continue  in  force  for  two  yean;  and 
that  before  the  dose  of  the  present  session,  each  House  make 
choke  by  ballot  of  a  printer,  to  execute  its  own  work  during  the 
next  Congress.  The  prices  should  be  adequate  to  the  employ* 
mini  of  sufficient  capital  and  workmen  to  perform  the  work  ex- 
peditiously, and  to  ensure  such  care  and  attention  as  shall  give  it 
such  a  degree  of  accuracy  and  elegance  as  shall  not  dtshocor  the 
literature  and  typography  of  the  country.  With  former  con- 
tracts belore  us,  and  with  the  professional  knowledge  which 
may  be  called  in  aid,  no  difficulty  woukl  occur  in  forming  the 
ranff  alluded  10  on  principles  at  once  liberal  to  the  printer  and 
advantageous  to  Congress;  and  in  the  selection  or  its  printer, 
each  Bouse  would  doubtless  take  especial  care  to  choose  a  man 
of  capacity,  piobity,  and  responsibility.  In  addition  to  the  bond 
aodsecurity  to  be  required  of  them  foi  tbe  faithful  performance 
of  their  otitigations.  a  provision  might  be  added,  that  in  case  of 
any  nnre— nmnto  delay,  another  person/  might  be  employed  to 
on  the  work  at  each  a  price  as  the  Secretary  or  the  Clerk  might 
be  able  to  get  it  done  for,  and  that  tbe  Public  Printer  should, 
respectively,  be  responsible  for  any  difference  between  the  sum 
allowed  them,  and  that  which  it  might  be  necessary  to  give 
him." 

Here,  then,  we  have  ins  report  of  this  commit- 
lee;  and  there  is  no  escape  irom  it— there  is  do 
ehance  for  cavil  or  for  misrepresentation.  They 
distinctly-  recommend  in  their  report  that  each 
House,  before  the  close  of  the  present  session, 
(1819,)  make  choke  by  ballot  of  a  Printer  to  ex- 
ecute its  own  work  daring  the  next  Congress. 

They  regard,  in  their  report,  most  clearly,  as  they 
well  might,  the  Poblic  Printer  as  the  mere  mecha- 
nical instrument  to  execute  tbe  public  printing  for 
Congress  agreeably  to  the  mode  which  should  be 
directed  bj  law.  In  perfect  accordance  with  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  the  report,  the  joist  resolution  of 
March,  1619,  was  introduced,  and,  after  debate, 
adopted— a  resolution  not  merely  of  the  Senate,  bat 
a  resolution  which  was  passed  with  alt  the  forms 
aad  sanctions  of  law.  It  passed  the  Senate,  it 
passed  the  House,  and  was  approved  by  tbe  Presi- 
dent; aad  unless  it  was  in  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, it  was  as  binding,  as  obligatory  upon  sub- 
sequent Congresses  as  any  act  upon  the  statute 
book.  So  long  as  it  existed  as  the  law  of  the  land, 
so  long  was  it  to  be  respected  and  observed.  And 
what  was  thisiesolutlon,  which  is  now  discovered 
to  have  been  passed  in  disregard  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  succeed- 
ing Congress?  As  I  have  before  said,  the  resolu- 
tion which  was  adopted  March  3,  1819,  contained 
provisions  directing  the  mode  and  manner  of  exe- 
cuting the  public  printing,  and  fixed  the  compensa- 
tion to  be  paid  therefor,  and  that  part  of  the  joint 
resolution  is  now  considered  as  obligatory.  I  have 
omitted  to  extract  nttthat  part  of  the  resolution, 
aad  have  only  subjoined  what  I  regard  as  material 
to  the  question  before  the  Senate.    It  declares: 

"Thai  an  soon  as  this  resolution  shall  have  been  approved 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  each  House  shall  proceed 
to  balk*  for  a  Printer  to  execute  its  work  during  the  next  Con- 
areas;  and  the  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall 
be  considered  duly  elected,  and  shall  give  bond,  with  sureties,  to 
caw  swtianicnen  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
Hpejat  of  Repreeentnttvea,  respectively,  for  the  prompt,  accu- 
rate, and  neat  execution  of  the  work." 

Nothing  could  be  more  distinctly  stated— nothing 
eould  more  clearly  define  the  duly  of  a  Congress 
about  to  terminate.  It  impoted  upon  it  the  obliga- 
tion to  elect  by  ballot  a  Printer  to  execute  printing 
for  the  next  Congress. 

It  baa  been  questioned  whether  this  resolution 
required  that  the  Congress  about  to  terminate 
should  elect  a  Printer  for  the  next  Congress;  but  is 
there  any  room  for  a  doubt?  As  soon  "as  the 
resolution  shall  have  been  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  each  House  shall  pro- 
ceed to  ballot  for  a  Printer  for  tbe  next  Congress." 
What  resolution  was  to  be  approved?  Clearly,  the 
resolution  which  the  Congress  then  in  session  was 
competent  to  pass.  That  Congress  was  about  to 
terminate.  %lt  had  passed  a  resolution,  with  all  tbe 
forma  and  sanctions  of  law,  directing  the  mode  and 
manner  for  executing  tbe  public  pnriting,  and  for 
fixing  the  rate  of  compensation;  and  it  required 
that  as  soon  as  the  resolution  shall  be  approved, 
each  House  shall  proceed  to  the  election  of  Printer 
to  execute  the  public  printing.  It  is  idle  to  sop- 
pose  that  tbe  then  President  of  the  United  States 
eould  then  approve  of  any  resolution  except  it 
were  passed  by  that  Congress.  Tbe  resolution 
was  passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  was 


approved  by  tbe  President  on  the  third  of  March, 
1819,  and  in  the  evening  of  that  same  day  the  two 
Houses  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Printer  to 
execute  the  printing  for  the  next  Congress,  accord 
ing  to  the  existing  provisions  of  law. 

The  report  of  tbe  joint  committee,  and  the  joint 
resolution  of  Congress,  alike  express  that  the  pur- 
pose was  to  correct  an  existing  evil  in  the  mode  of 
executing  the  public  printing;  and  if  there  could 
possibly  be  any  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  terms  of 
the  joint  lesclution  itself,  would  it  not  be  fair  ard 
even  conclusive  to  refer  to  the  action  of  Congress 
upon  the  adoption  of  that  resolutioi.?  Many  of 
ihose  who  were  the  active  members  of  Congress  in 
1819,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution, were  also  members  of  the  subsequent  Con- 
gress, and  must  have  perfectly  well  understood  the 
whole  object  and  character  of  the  resolution;  and 
if  there  could  have  been  any  conceivable  objec- 
tion in  a  constitutional  point  of  view,  it  would 
have  been  then  urged.  But  so  far  from  i*,  history 
gives  evidence  that  from  that  time  to  the  present 
there  has  not  been  the  *•  lightest  departure  from  the 
letter  of  the  joint  resolution.  It  appears  that  on 
the  3  i  of  March,  1819,  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
in  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolution  of  the  same 
date,  proceeded  to  tbe  election  of  Public  Printer  to 
execute  the  public  priming  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  said  joint  resolution.  Gales 
and  Seaton  were  elected;  and  on  the  third  of 
March,  1821,  in  exact  conformity  to  the 
joint  resolution,  each  House  proceeded  to  elect 
a  Public  Printer  .  for  the  next  Congress. 
Again  Gales  and  SeaUta  were  elected;  and  on 
February  7, 1823,  in  obedience  to  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  1819,  each  House  again  elected  a  Public 
Printer  for  the  next  Congress.  Gales  and  Seaton 
were  elected;  and  in  1825,  each  House,  in.obe* 
dipneeto  the  joint  resolution  of  1819,  elected  Gales 
and  Seaton  Public  Printers  for  the  succeeding  Con- 
gress. From  1819  to  the  close  of  the  18th  Con- 
gress (in  1825)  there  was  not  the. least  diversity  of 
opinion* as  io  the  obligatory  character  of  the  joint 
resolution  of  1819.  Certain  the  fact  is,  that  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  up  to  that  time,  faithfully  car- 
ried out,  as  far  as  they  could*  that  resolution; 
and  during  the  whole  of  that  period,  from  1819  to 
1825, 1  have  not  been  able  to  find  the  expression 
of  an  opinion  against  the  constitutional  power 
of  Congress  to  pass  the  joint  resolution  of  1819. 
But  this  is  not  all.  From  that  period  to  this  there 
has  not  been  any  departure  in  practice  from  the 
resolution  of  1819.  In  1827  the  Senate  elected 
Duff  Green  the  Public  Printer  for  tbe  next 
Congress.  And  it  so  turns  out,  upon  examina- 
tion, that  in  no  instance  since  the  adoption  of  tbe 
joint  resolution  of  1619,  has  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  doubted  its  obligatory  character— in 
no  imtance  kavt  they  dmtgardid  to  prtvirienr,  and 
shall  it  now  be  said  that  this  resolution  is  not  obli- 
gatory? Shall  it  now  be  said  that  the  Senate  may 
or  may  not  observe  the  directions  of  that  resolution, 
according  to  its  own  wilt  and  pleasure?  Has  it 
not  received  a  construction,  by  the  invariable  use 
of  tbe  Senate,  which  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  disre- 
gard? Is  it  not  our  bounden  duty  to  go  back  to  the 
period  of  its  adoption,  and  trace  the  action  of  the 
Senate  from  that  time  to  the  present,  and  judge 
whether,  in  its  origin,  as  well  as  in  its  execution, 
any  question  has  been  raised  as  to  its  Linding  and 
obligatory  force? 

In  1629,  Congress,  by  the  same  foims  and  sanc- 
tions of  law,  passed  a  resolution  amendatory  of  the 
resolution  of  1819.  but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  it  does  not  repeal  any  of  the  provisions  of  that 
resolution,  pave  those  which  are  inconsistent  with 
the  resolution  of  1829;  and  what  are  they? 
JSderely  changing  the  result  of  the  election  from 
a  plurality  to  a  majority  of  vote?;  and  also  pro- 
viding that  tbe  election  should  be  held  within  thirty 
days  previous  to  the  termination  of  every  Congress. 
The  mode  and  the  manner  of  -executing  the  public 
printing,  and  the  prices  paid  therefor,  are  not  at  all 
affected  by  the  amendatory -resolution  of  1829. 
They  remain  unchanged  to  this  day;  and  by  all 
parties  have  been,  from  that  time  io  this,  re- 
garded as  obligatory.  That  is,  if  a  Printer  shall 
be  elected  to-day,  in  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  1829,  be  is  to  execute  the  public  printing 


according  to  the  mode,  and  for  the  sante  compensa- 
tion, prescribed  by  tbe  resolution  of  1819.  In  or- 
der that  there  may  be  a  perfect  understanding  of 
this  whole  matter,  I  have  subjoined  an  exact  copy 
of  the  resolution  of  1829  1  have  done  this  that 
the  people  may  understand  this  subject,  and  be  able 
to  judge  whether  the  next  Senate  has  the  power  to 
set  at  nought  the  act  of  ihe  present  Congress,  and 
to  nullify  the  law  of  the  land.  The  resolution  is  as 
follows: 


"Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  ffouee  of  Repreeentative* 
/the  United  State*  of  Americain  Congre— auembUa\T\mi, 
within  thirty  days  before  the  adjournment  of  every  Congress, 


each  House  shall  proceed  to  vote  for  a  Printer  to  execute  it* 
work  for  and  during  the  succeeding  Congress,  and  the  person 
having  the  majority  of  ail  the  votes  given  shall  be  considered 
duly  elected;  and  that  so  much  of  the  reeolution,  approved  the 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine- 
teen, entitled  MA  resolution  directing  the  manner  in  which  the 
printing  of  Congiess  shall  be  executed,  fixing  the  prices  thereof 
and  providing  lor  the  appointment  of  a  Printer  or  Printers,'* 
as  is  altered  by  this  resolution,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
scinded.1' 

Such  has  been  the  legislation  of  Congress,  and  I 
have  stated  that  the  uniform  usage,  the  invaria- 
ble practice  of  the  Senate  has  been  to  carry  out 
that  legislation.  Not  only  have  those  resolu- 
tions received  tbe  sanction  of  the  Senate  by  their 
conforming  to  their  requirements,  bnt  in  1835  the 
qoesion  was  distinctly  presented  to  the  Senate. 
The  subject  was  fully  considered  and  fully  debated. 
And,  sir,  what  was  the  result?  Every  political 
friend  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  so  voted  as 
to  give  an  obligatory  and  binding  force  to  tbe  reso- 
lutions of  1819  and  of  1829.  I  am  aware  that  my 
own  political  friends  at  that  lime  took  a  different 
view  of  the  matter;  but  the  result  of  that  contro- 
versy was,  as  I  have  stated,  that  the  vote  of  the 
majority  of  the  Senate  went  to  sanction  tbe  resolu- 
tions of  1819  and  of  1829.  And  that  majority  was 
made  up  by  gentlemen  now  members  of  this  8e- 
na'e,  who  are  among  the  political  associates  and 
friends  of  tbe  Senator  from  Connecticut;  and  the 
result  of  that  controversy  was  to  elect  Gales  and 
Seaton  as  Public  Printers  for  the  then  next  Con- 
gress. 

It  i«  true,  that  after  the  18th  ballot,  Mr.  Wright 
moved  io  postpone  the  further  balloting  to  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  and  he  and  his  friends 
voted  for  the  motion;  but  the  friends  of  the  Sena* 
tor  from  Connecticut,  being  in  tbe  majority,  voted 
agaitst  the  motion.  And  I  infer  from  this  fact, 
that  a  construction  has  been  solemnly  given  to  tbe 
joint  resolutions  of  1819  and  of  1899  which  we 
are  not  at  liberty  now  to  disregard.  And,  sir,  we 
have  not  only  the  resolutions  themselves,  which 
every  man  who  will  read  must  admit  are  in  terms 
imperative,  bat  we  have  the  invariable  practice  of 
the  Senate,  from  1819  to  tbe  present  day,  in  strict 
conformity  to  tbe  letter  of  those  resolutions;  and 
we  have  also  the  solemn,  deliberate  decision  of  the 
Senate  in  1835,  when  the  direct  question  was  pre* 
seated,  that  the  resolutions  were  obligatory,  that 
the  Senate  could  not  disregard  them,  and  the  elec- 
tion took  pUce  accordingly;  and  ihe  subsequent 
Congress  acquiesced  in  that  election,  although  at  the 
commencement  of  the  second  session  of  thaiCongresa 
the  majority  of  the  Senate  was  politically  opposed  to 
the  Public  Printers.  Yet  iheir  election  was  never 
questioned — the  party  then  in  power  acquiesced— 
they  considered  the  question  settled  by  the  previous 
decision  of  the  Senate,  and  they  acquiesced,  with- 
out a  complaint,  to  the  execution  of  the  public 
printing,  through  the  whole. of  that  Congress,  com- 
mencing in  March,  1835",  and  ending  in  March, 
1837,  by  Gales  and  Seaton.  And  will  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  after  all  this  history,  undertake 
to  say  that  the  joint  resolutions  of  1819  and  of 
1829  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  obligatory?  I  should 
like,  after  what  has  taken  place,  to  see  some  of  the 
ftiends  of  the  Senator  undertake  to  set  aside  any 
election  which  may  now  take  place  in  obedience  to 
the  resolutions  of  1819  and  1829.  No,  sir.  It  may 
be  well  to  deal  out  this  language  of  menace. 
It  is  one  thing  to  say,  and  another  thing  to  do. 
There  exists  too  much  record  touching  this  matter 
to  induce  me  to  believe  for  a  moment  that  the  Se- 
nator himself  will  be  found  among  those  who  seek 
to  nullify  any  proceeding  of  the  Senate  which  may 
now  take  place.  In  my  judgment,  it  will  not  be 
done.  And  why  do  I  so  sa}9  Because  the  active 
and  political  friends  of  the  Senator  from  1819  to 
the  present  day  have  justly  and  properly  contended 
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that  the  resolutions  of  1819  and  of  1829  were  con- 
stitutional and  obligatory.  1  have  tlnwo  what  has 
hitherto  been  the  action  of  ih?  8enate;  and  how  has 
it  been  in  the  Hoax?  Has  there  beeo,  at  any 
tjme,  any  vote,  any  decision  of  the  House,  that  the 
resolution  of  1819  was  not  obligatory  upon  that 
body?  No,  sir;  I  challenge  the  Senator  to  bring 
forward  any  *uch  record.  It  is  true,  that,  since 
1835,  the  resolution  has  been  pracicaliy  disregarded 
by  the  House;  and  the  Senator  from  Connecticut, 
if  correctly  understood,  contends  "hat,  inasmuch  as 
the  House  of  Representatives  have  not  observed  the 
resolutions  of  1819  and  of  1829,  they  are  no  longer 
binding  upon  the  Senate.  A  strange  argument  indeed! 
Because  the  House  of  Representatives  violate  the 
law,  it  is  a  justification  of  the  Senate  to  do  the 
same.  This  may  be  good  morality  with  the  Senator, 
but  it  does  not  satisfy  my  mind.  The  only  ques- 
tions are,  whether  the  resolutions  be  or  be  not  ob- 
ligatory— whether  they  are  or  are  not  constitu- 
tional; not  whether  this  or  that  man-— this  or  that 
body  of  men— have  practically  disregarded  them; 
Mr.  President,  I  hold  that  the  resolutions  are  bind- 
ing, and  sure  I  am  that  the  Senator  so  regarded 
them  in  1*33.  -  We  were  then  both  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives;  and  on  the  15th  day  of 
February,  1833,  after  thirteen  unsuccessful  ballots 
for  Public  Printer,  amotion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Boon  of  Indiana  to  postpone  further  proceedings 
until  the  second  day  of  March  ensuing,  within  the 
period  ef  the  Congress.  And  the  Senator  voted 
against  the  motion.  1  voted  for  it.  If  the  Senator 
had  then  believed,  as  he  now  professes  to  believe, 
that  the  resolutions  were  uncoos  itutional,  is  it  not 
■tegular  that  he  should  have  then  voted  for  an 
election  in  violation  of  that  same  Constitution? 
And  the  result  cf  the  fourteenth  ballot  se- 
cured the  election  of  his  friends,  Gales  and 
Beaton,  In  my  judgment,  Copgress  was  then 
bound,  as  it  is  now  bound,  to  elect  a  Printer  to 
execute  the  public  printing  for  the  next  Con- 
gress. On  the  9ih  of  February,  1835,  Mr.  MoKin- 
ley,  now  one  of  the  Judges  of  our  Supreme  Court, 
moved  that  "the  House  will,  on  Thursday  next, 
proceed  to  the  election  of  Printer  for  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  next  Congress,  viva  voce  " 
I  voted  to  carry  into  effect  that  resolution.  But, 
mark  it,  Mr.  President,  it  was  ultimately'  defeated 
by  the  political  friends  of  the  Senator  from  Con* 
necticut;  and  this  was  the  6m  interruption  of  the 
practice  of  the  Houe  under  the  joint  resolutions  of 
1&19  and  1829,  of  electing  a  Printer  lor  the  suc- 
ceeding Congress.  It  so  happened  ihu  the  resolu- 
tion was  not  again  reached  during  that  session. 
From  that  time  the  House  of  Representatives,  I 
freely  admit,  have  not,  at  the  close  of  one  Con- 
gress, elected  a  printer  for  the  succeeding  Congress. 
Bat,  on  examination,  it  will  be  found  to  be  owing 
to  the  pre  S3  of  business,  and  not  to  any  avowed 
doubt  of  the  binding  force  of  the  resolutions  of 
1119  and  1829.  As  evidence  that  I  am  correct  in 
my  view  of  the  sentiment  and  feeling  of  the  House, 
I  subjoin  the  following  extracts  frqm  a  speech 
made  in  1835,  by  Mr.  Evans  of  Maine,  a  distin- 
guished member  of  the  House,  and  soon  to  become 
a  member  of  this  body: . 

"Mr;  Evams  moved  the  following  amendment:  Strike  out 
viva  voce,  and  insert,  'under  die  authority  of  the  Joint  reeolu- 
tion,  approved  March  3, 1819.' 

••The  amendment  having  been  read, 

"Mr.  Evams  said  it  seemed  obvious  to  him  that,  If  the  resolu- 
tion proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  oagbi  to  pass  at 
alt,  it  should  pass  in  the  shape  Mr.  E.  proposed.  If  not,  he 
would  inquire  of  the  honorable  mover,  by  and  under  what  au- 
thority the  House  could  undertake  to  go  into  the  election  of 
Pf  inter  at  a  I  for  the  next  Congress!  There  was  none  eicept 
that  derived  from  the  resolution  of  1819,  as -mended  by  the  joint 
resolution  of  the  5th  of  February,  1829.  Now,  tbe  very  intro- 
duction of  the  resolution  by  the  honorable  member  from  Alaba- 
ma recognised  the  force  of  those  resolutions.  It  was  by  vittue 
of  those  two  joint  re*oluiione  alone  that  one  Congress  bad  the 
right  to  appoint  a  Printer  for  the  succeeding  one,  and  the 
phraseology  proposed  by  Mr.  E.  was  the  only  phraseology  that 
could  consistently  be  used.  He  begged  leave,  also,  to  remind 
the  House  thai  such  was  the  phraseology  adopted  ever  since 
the  former  joint  resolution  was  adopted.  The  motion  had  al- 
ways been  made  and  agreed  to,  that  on  such  a  day  the  House 
Kiild  proceed,  to  tbe  election  of  Printer  under  the  authority  of 
joint  resolution  of  the  3d  a* arch,  1819;  and  to  entitle  the 
House  to  do  so  on  the  present  occasion,  the  same  phraseology 
Must  be  made  use  o£ 

"Gentlemen  had  said,  on  a  former  occasion,  when  this  sub- 
ject cams  up  incidentally  for  consiaeraU  n,  that  the  resolution 
of  1&19  was  temporary  m  its  nature,  and  limited  to  two  years. 
As  an  earner  to  that,  he  could  only  say  that  it  was  nevsreon- 
stfesjd  so,  neither  by  the  then,  nor  by  the  sucsstduig  Con- 
gress, each  of  whom  regarded  it  as  blading  upon  themselves, 


and  upon  the  succeeding  Congress.  Even  so  lately  as  1829, 
the  journals  of  the  House  show  this,  wherein  it  was  stated  that 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Printer  in  obedience  to 
the  joint  resolution  of  1819;  and  this  was  the  phraseology  for 
several  years  after  the  adoption  of  that  resolution.  Then  if 
that  is  resolution  be  in  force,  and  had  not  been  repealed,  we 
derived  the  only  authority  we  had  to  choose  a  Printer  for  the 
next  session  from  these  two  resolutions. 

uihe  next  question  that  came  up  for  consideiation  wa«, 
whether  the  Printer  was  an  officer  of  the  House,  or  not.  Mr. 
E.  would  not  go  into  this  at  any  length:  but  it  was  enough  for 
the  justification  of  his  own  vote  to  say  that  he  did  not  consider 
the  Printer  an  officer  within  the  meaning  of  that  clause  in  the 
Constitution  giving  each  House  the  right  to  appoint  its  officers, 
any  more  than  the  person  who  supplied  the  House  with  sta- 
tionery, or  fuel,  or  furniture.  In  Mr.  E's  judgment,  it  stood  up- 
on the  same  principle.'1  "He  thought  they  would  be  incurring 
great  hasard  by  repealing  the  joint  resolution,  or  altering  the 
present  mode  in  any  way  at  this  hue  hour.  At  present  be  be- 
lieved the  existing  mode  the  best.  At  all  events,  he  was  not  as* 
sured  that  a  better  could  be  devised." 

I  fully  concur  in  opinion  with  the  honorable 
gentleman,  from  whose  speech  in  1835  I  hare 
made  such  liberal  quotations,  and  it  is  a  little  re- 
markable that  in  the  debate  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives which  has  taken  place  upon  the  subject 
of  the  joint  resolutions  of  1819  and  of  1899,  and  in 
tbe  debate  which  has  taken  place  in  the  Senate 
heretofore  upon  this  same  question,  not  a  political 
friend  of  the  Scoator  from  Connecticut  has  ever 
contended  that  the  passage  of  those  reFotations  was 
unauthorized  by  the  Constitution—that  they  were 
not  obligatory  in  their  character.  No,  sir,  their 
doctrine,  as  avowed,  as  expressed,  has  been  en- 
tirely a  different  doctrine.  I  hare,  Mr.  President, 
nothing  further  to  say  with  reference  to  the  consti- 
tutionality, and  with  reference  to  the  force  and  ob- 
ligation, of  tbe  joint  resolutions  of  1819  and  of 
1829.  They  have  been  transcribed,  and  are  incor- 
porated in  my  speech.  The  action  of  both  Houses 
under  tbe  resoluion  of  1819,  op  to  1829,  has  been 
uniform;  and  the  action  of  the  Senate  has  been  alike 
uniform  up  even  to  ibis  day.  I  bare  placed  this  re- 
cord before  the  people,  and  I  have  shown  the  deli- 
berate decision  of  the  Senate  on  this  very  question 
in  1835,  and  the  acquiescence  in  that  decision;  and 
with  all  these  facts  I  am  willing  to  leave  this  mat- 
ter to  our  masters.  And  notwithstanding  what  tbe 
Senator  says  about  the  state  of  popular  opinion,  I 
greatly  misjudge  if  he  will  not  find,  now  and  here- 
after, opinion  and  duty  co-operating  to  sustain  the 
law  and  the  authority  of  our  Government. 

Tne  Senator  says  that  there  i*  no  necessity,  at 
this  time,  for  the  passage  of  tbe  resolution  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  offer  to  the  Senate,  inasmuch 
as  the  new  Senate  will  assemb'e  here  in  a  very  few 
days;  and  that  our  Public  Printer,  now  in  office, 
will  continue  to  the  4  h  of  March,  at  which  time 
the  new  Senate  will  be  in  session.  Suppose  the 
fact  to  be  as  stated  by  the  Senator,  does  it  exone- 
rate us  from  the  performance  of  our  duty  in  obe- 
dience to  the  resolutions  of  1819  and  of  18397  No, 
sir.  Tnose  resolutions  being  imperative,  we  are 
bound  now  to  proceed  to  the  election,  whether  there 
be,  or  be  hot,  any  absolute  necessity  to  ma  Ire  the 
appointment.  But  even  if  the  law  was  not  impe- 
rative, I  should  differ  altogether  with  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut  as  to  the  necessity  of  making  tbe 
election  at  this  time.  We  have  bad  experience 
upon  this  matter.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
24th  Congress,  there  was  an  election  of  Printer  for 
the  House ;  and  was  he  able  to  perform  the  ser- 
vice required?  No,  sir.  Being  unprepared  for  such 
an  important,  for  such  a  responsiole,  for  such  an 
expensive  undertaking,  he  was  at  once  obliged  to 
give  over  tbe  pa  biro  printing  to  others.  And  sup- 
pose that,  on  tbe  4th  of  March  next,  the  Senate 
should  elect  Mr.  Ritchie,  of  Richmond,  or  some 
one  not  having  been  employed  to  execute  the  pub- 
lic printing,  would  they  be  prepared  to  enter  at 
once  upon  tbe  service?  No,  sjr.  It  requires 
time,  labor,  and  a  great  outlay,  to  be  prepared 
to  execute  the  work.  So  said  the  joint  com- 
mittes  in  1819;  and  to  insure  ll<U*palch,  meeur 
acyf  and  a«<x*n«w,"  in  conducting  the  public 
printing,  they  recommended  an  election  of  one 
Congress  for  the  service  of  another;  and  so 
has  every  succeeding  one  done*  There  would 
thea  be,  looking  merely  to  the  necessity  of  tbe 
case,  a  fitness  to  select  the  Public  Printer  wow  to 
execute  the  printing  for  the  next  Congress.  I  trust 
it  will  be  done;  and  all  that  the  Senator  has  faid 
upon  tbe  inexpediency,  of  proceeding  to  the  elec- 
tion, has  already  been  answered.  If  the  law  en- 
joins upon  us  $e  duty  to  main  tip  ejection,  it 


should  be  done.  If  there  is  no  positive  atd  expli- 
cit Jaw  of  requirement,  then  I  s-ay,  nece*si  J,  conve- 
nience, and  economy,  demand  that  we  should  now 
proceed  to.  the  election;  and  it  should  be  c'oae.  la 
bringing  forward  tbe  resolution,  I  did  what  I  felt 
to  be  my  duty.  I  did  it  unsolicited  and  unadvised. 
I  have  now  submitted  the  considerations  which  in- 
duced me  to  offer  the  resolution,  and  I  leave  the 
matter  to  the  Senate  to  dispose  of  according  to  their 
judgment  and  discretion. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  replied  that  there  was  no 
difference  between  the  Senator  and  himself  as  to 
tbe  facts — indeed,  there  could  -be  none,  as  tbe  re- 
cord spoke  the  truth.  The  practice,  he  admitted, 
under  the  resolution  oi  1819,  had  been  to  appoint 
a  Printer  prior  to  the  next  Congress,  in  order  that 
sufficient  time  might  be  given  the  person  appointed 
to  make  all  the  necessary  arrangement?;  but  now 
no  such  necessity  existed.  The  resolution  was 
nothing  more  than  a  tacit  understanding  between 
the  two  bodies, .  one  of  which  had  since  virtually 
annulled  it,  having  never  acted  under  it  since 
1833.  Was  it,  therefore,  to  be  considered  binding 
on  the  Senate?  In  the  lew  remarks  made  by  un 
the  other  day,  he  contended  that  the  resolution  was 
not  compulsory;  and  he  had  then  asked  if  it  was 
necessary,  expedient,  or  just,  for  an  Administrmtiom 
going  out  of  power  to  palm  an  obnoxious  individual 
on  a  majority  that  was  coming  into  power.  He 
bad  shown  that  it  was  not  necessary,  beoanaethe 
present  Printer  would  act  until  tbe  4th  of  March. 
Was  it  then  expedient  or  just  to  appoint  a  Printer, 
when  the  moral  certainty  was  that  the  dominant 
party,  acting  under  its  constitutional  right,  would 
annul  ttai  appointment  the  next  Congress?  These 
were  the  grounds  he  had  taken,  and-  he  certainly 
did  not  think  them  untenable.  Th»  Senator  had 
referred  to  the  journals  of  tbcHoos",  with  a  view, 
as  he  supposed,  to  fix  tbe  charge  of  inconsistency 
upon  him.  Now  he  was  not  in  trie  habit  of  referring 
to  journals  to  loek  for  the  votes  of  Senators;  bat 
since  his  vote  on  that  occasion  bad  been  alluded  to, 
he  would  beg  leave  to  show  from  the  record  how 
the  case  stood.  On  the  I  lth  Beoruary,  1833,  a 
motion  was  made  to  go  into  the  erection  of  Printer, 
(tbe  Senator  and  himself  were  then  member*  of  ihe 
otber  branch,)  but  no  election  was  held  until  the 
14th  of  that  moatb,when  ten  ballots  were  bad  with- 
out a  choice  being  effected.  On  the  15th  a  motion 
was  again  made  to  prcceed  to  the  election,  when 
Mr.  Hall  of  North  Carolina  (he  believed  it  was) 
moved  to  postpone  the  election  until  tbe  fiist  Thurs- 
day in  the  next  session.  .  Mr.  Williams,  of  the 
same  State,  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table, 
and  Mr.  Hall  withdrew  it.  Mr.  Boon  then  moved 
to  postpone  it  until  the  2d  March;  on  which  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  were. demanded,  and  it  fan  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  the  Senator  (Mr.  ftunaAair) 
voting  for  the  postponement,  and  himself  jsgu^pst 
it.  The  ground  on  which  I  noted  (said  Mr.  H.) 
was,  that  it  the  election  were  to  take  place,  it  wma 
better  to  hold  it  at  once  than  to  postpene  it  until 
within  one  day  of  the  close  of  the  session.  Nw# 
if  the  Senator  then  considered  the  joint  rerolutidn 
obligatory,  why  did  he  vote  to  postpone  ill  If 
there  was  any  inconsistency,  tbe  Senator  is  certain- 
ly more  justly  chargeable  with  it  than  I  am. 

Mr.  SBVIERsaid  he  was  not  a  little  amused 
with  the  observations  of  the  two  Senators,  each 
busy  in  endeavoring  to  show  he  had  voted  right  on 
former  occasions.  The  amount  of  tbe  matter  was, 
that  they  intended  to  elect  their  Printer  if  they 
could,  and  the  o'her  party,  be  presumed,  would 
prevent  it  if  it  could.  It  was  a  question  of  power 
altogether,  and  as  they  had  the  power  then,  they 
meant  to  exercise  it,  for  it  would  not  be  very  lone 
that  they  bhould  retain  it.  When  in  the  -u#- 
cendency,  he  made  it  a  rule  to  take  care  of 
the  interests  of  his  political  friends,  and  would  vote) 
for  Blair  and  Rives,  and  el«*ct  them  if  he  could. 
Whenever  the  power  was  lost,  be  submitted  like  a 
man  with  the  best  grace  imagioable. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  was  understood  to  say,!* 
effect,  that  if  the  election  was  not  indispensable  at 
this  time  to  the  interests  of  tbe  Senate,  it  would  tin 
improper  to  proceed  with  it.  Nothing  appeared  to 
him  more  absurd  than  that  the  Senate  was  tioanaf 
by  tbe  joint  resolution  of  1819.  The  right  nra* 
inherent  in  both  bodies  to  choose  thejr  officer?,  ia* 
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dependent  of  anyTesolution,  and  it  was  wrong  to 
suppose  that  one  body  was  to  be  bound  by  tbe 
proceedings  of  tbe  other. 

Mr.  MANGUM  bad  hoped  ibis  matter  would 
'  lot  bate  fceeo  prosed.    He  reminded  the  Senate 
thai  »n  previous  occasions,  when  these  elections 
bad  been  made,  they  wer*,  not  male  by  a  majority 
of  one  political  complex  en  for  their  successors  of 
a  different  politic*  i  party:  nowever,  if  tbe  resolu- 
tion bad  alwajs  been  treated  in  good  faith,  he 
should  not  staiid  there  to  justify  ih?ir  viola'ion;  but 
having  been  disregarded  by  one  branch  of   Con- 
gress, be  should  consider  them  abrogated  on   th.s 
occasion.    Yet  he  did  not  stand  there  to  impugn 
the  House  lor  what  it  had  done;  for  bis  opinion 
was,  that  the  officers  of  the  House  should  either 
represent  the  opinions  of  that  body,  or,  at  Irast,  not 
co  feet  wi:h  them     Suppose  a  rule  were  adopted 
to  appoint  the  committers  in  advance — the  commit- 
tee*,  in  his   opinion,  in  every  legislative  body, 
should  represent  the  opinions  cf  that  body — and 
would  then  their  successors  be  bound  to  retain 
committees   of   ibeir   predecessors*    appointmen? 
And  join  respect  to  their  Frinter,  who,  it  had  been 
decided,  was  an  officer  of  the  Honse,  and  therefore 
they  possessed  the  constitutional  right  to  make  or 
unmake,  to  retain  or  to  remove.    He  h.d  no  doubt 
tbe  resolution  of  1819  was  passed  With  tbe  mo'ive 
which  had  been  mentioned — that  tbe  j  erson  ap- 
pointed might  lay  in  printing  mater.als  and  make 
preparation  to  discharge  his  dutie? ;  but  now  they 
were  not  likely  to  be  subjected   to  any  incon- 
venience of  that  sort;  but  if  >hey  were,  he  would 
rather  submit  to  it  than  that  this  election  should 
now  take  place,  for  he  should  consider  it  as  an  ou»- 
.  rage  on  ihe  recent  demonstrations  of  puMic  seni- 
menr,  and  on  the  body  so  soon  to  &  m«  there 
Viewing  it  in  this  light,  he  could  only  say  for  one, 
in  a  spirit  of  candor,  that  if  gentlemen  pressed  this 
notion,  and  went  into  an  etocioo,  which,  having 
the  power,  they  could  do,  as  soon  as  a  body  arrived 
there  of  a  different  opinion,  and  he  were  in  the 
dominant  party,  he  should  not  only  feel  it  to  be  his 
right,  but  his  duty,  to  seek  to  make  a  change.    He 
made  this  declaration  that  there  might  be  no  out- 
lays for  materials,  for  he  should  move  a  reveisal 
of  the  appointment,  and  the  election  of  such  a 
one  as  might  be  in  accordance  with  the  deliberate 
will  of  the  Senate  hereafter  to  assemble,  or,  at  all 
event?,  of  ooe  who  would  not  be  obnoxious  to  the 
whole  of  tbe m. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  he  had  never  known  an  in- 
stance of  any  party  being  in  power  that  did  not 
exercise  that  power  for  its  own  benefit;  and  it 
was  in  vain  to  tell  him  now  to  pursue  a  different 
course.     He  thought   there  was  no  analogy  be- 
tween the  appointment  of  committees  and  ef  Pub- 
I  c  Printer— the  latter  contracted  to  do  the  work  at 
a  giT<-n  price,  for  which  h«  entered  into  bonds. 
The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Manqdm] 
had  said  be  would  conceive  it  a  pariy  outrage  to 
select  a  Printer  adverse  to  in*  Senators  principles. 
Now  it  was  well  known  that  this  had  always  been 
done.     He  might  advert  to  the  time  when  Gales 
and  Semton  and  also  Duff  Green  were  Printers  and 
had  not  each  of  those  Printers  in  turn  been  elected 
at  the  dose  of  sessions  when  their  party  would  not 
be  in  power  in  tbe  succeeding  Congress,  and  had 
any  thmg  been  said  or  done  in  the  premised?    The 
flenmlor  now  gives  us  notice  that  when  he  comes 
into  power,  he  shall  annul  our  choice;  in  other 
words,  that  he  will  expunge  and  draw  black  lines 
against  our  Printer.    Sir,  said  Mr.  S.  I  bardly 
think  he  will  do  that,  as  many  of  bis  own  party 
were   so  averse  to  that  measure,  particularly  my 
friend   from  Delaware,  [Mr.    Bayard,]  who  has 
pledged  himself  for  every  year  he  remains  in  the 
body   to  bring  forward  his  measure  to  expnnge  tbe 
great  .expunge r.    Tnat  Senator  at  least  will  not 
lend  his  aid  to  expunge,  though  our  Prin.er  may  be 
against  his  political  creed. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  that  if  a  person  were  ap- 
pointed who  had  indulged  in  the  most  unmeasured 
detraction  and  abuse  of  the  party  soon  to  be  the 
majority,  however  unpalatable  his  removal  might 
be,  he  would  perform  it.  Bat  was  the  resolu'ion  of 
1BMB  obligatory  on  this  bodj?    In  order  to  settle 

%  question,  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain  the  re- 
al U»  which  the  Printer  stood  to  this  body.    He 


contended  that  the  Prin'er  was  an  officer  of  tbe  Se- 
nate to  multiply  copies  of  their  documents  by  his 
types  and  presses,  which  must  be  done  by  clerks  if 
the  art  of  printing  bad  not  been  discovered.  And 
next,  what  was  the  tenure  of  the  office? — for  that  was 
as  much  an  essence  of  the  office  as  the  duties  to  be 
performed.  The  constitutional  tenure  of  all  offices 
was  "at  will  and  pleasure,"  and  no  law  of  Con- 
gress could  change  the  character  of  the  O  nstitu- 
tion.  Well,  then,  in  the  third  place,  was  it  whe  in 
the  present  majority  to  exercise  the  meie  rower 
they  possessed  to  force  on  the  S  nate  for  the  next 
Congre&s  an  individual  that  was  so  highly  ob- 
noxious 10  theni?  Was  it  expedient  to  do  it?  It  cer- 
tainly was  noi;  for  the  Senate  might  rely  that  they 
(the  future  majority)  would  never  submit  to  what 
the  present  majority  bad  no  right  to  impose  on 
them.  Would  the  Senate,  then,  exercise  a  power 
which  must  be  nuzatciy  in  its  results,  and  force  a 
spy  into  the  camp?  If  they  did,  he  did  not  fay 
they  would  lung  him,  but  he  assured  the  Senate 
they  would  get  rid  of  him. 

Mr.  LINN  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
tbe  fact  that  this  ('ay  was  *-et  apart  for  the  resolu 
tion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  for  ihe  repeal  of 
the  Independent  Treasury  ac,  and  he  hoped  it  was 
not  intended  by  this  diicu*«ion  to  slide  over  that 
and  tbe  bankrupt  bill,  which  was  a  measure  of 
much  greater  importance  He  would  also  remind 
them  tnat  at  ihi^ftage  of  the  session  there  were 
tbitteen  special  orders  of  the  utmost  consequence,  to 
be  disposed  of,  b  side  a  great  amount  of  other  busi- 
ness, and,  therefore,  he  wished  this  question  to  be 
speedily  disposed  of. 

Mr.  PRENTIS3  said  bis  intention  was  to  vote 
for  the  p  sip 'Dement.  If  the  resolution  of  1819 
were  of  force,  h^,  for  one,  would  carry  it  out,  but 
he  did  not  so  regard  it.  He  (bought  the  Printer 
wa«  an  officer  cf  the  Senate  within  the  sense  of  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  DIXON  deemed  this  too  important  a  ques- 
tion on  which  to  give  a  silent  vote*,  and  he  therefore 
gave  his  reasons  at  length  for  opposing  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Printer  at  tbe  present  session.  He  said 
there  was  no  doubt  that  the  printer  for  (he  Senate 
is  exclusively  an  officer  of  the  Senate.  He  is  ap- 
pointed by  ths  Senate;  all  his  labors  are  prescribed 
aud  directed  by  tbem,  and  for  them  only.  Besides, 
he  holds  his  office  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the 
Senate,  for  they  can  remove  him  when  they  please. 
If  that  does  not  constitute  him  an  officer  of  the  Se- 
nate, nothing  can  maWe  any  man  an  officer  of  the 
body.  The  power  to  make  the  appointment  is  de- 
rived from  the  Constitution.  It  is  conferred  on  the 
Senate  alone.  It  is  not  a  power  to  be  divided  or 
exercised  in  conjunction  with  any  other  b~a>  Ch  if 
the  Government,  or  to  be  compromitted  by  any  con- 
ventional arrangements.  Tbe  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution that  the  Senate  shall  choose  their  officers, 
well  comports  with  that  familiar  principle  re  cog- 
imed  in  conferring  agency ,  and  delegating  power. 
Governments  appoint  their  officers,  principals 
appoint  their  agents,  and  masters  appoint  their  ser- 
vants. But  it  is  said  the  Senate  have  qualified  this 
exclusive  power,  and,  by  joint  lexu-lation,  have 
changed  the  mode  of  exercising  it.  That  by  a 
joint  resolution  of  tbe  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
adopted  in  1819,  it  has  been  provided  that  each 
House  shall  elect  its  printer  for  the  next  Con- 
gress; whereby  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Senate 
to  elect  a  printer  at  this  time — not  for  the  present, 
but  for  the  next  C  -ngress.  It  would  seem  Mrange 
that  a  joint  resolution  should  be  passed  for  the  re- 
gulation of  that  which  could  only  be  the  subject  of 
individual  control.  But  there  were  reasons  then 
existing  for  that  joint  resolution,  which  afterwards 
re  died;  which  reasons  probably  prevented  any 
thorough  consideration  of  tbe  cons' ituiional  ob- 
jections. The  saving  of  expense  of  printing,  as 
well  as  the  better  execution  of  the  woik,  was  con- 
templated by  the  joint  arrangement;  and  another 
consideration  was  the  want  of  any  printing  esta- 
blishment here  at  that  time,  (m  1819,)  with  suffi- 
cient machinery  and  extent  of  means  to  perform 
the  work  required,  without  the  allowance  of 
long  time  to  prepare  for  it.  But  the  other  House 
were  doublltsi  disappointed  in  thvir  anticipation 
of  benefits  from  that  joiat  resolution — for  it  is  now 
said  that  since  it  has  been  disregarded  in  the  other 


House,  belter  and  more  economical  arrangements 
have  been  made;  and  the  House  have  not  con- 
formed (o  the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolution 
since  1835.  Now  why  have  they  not  conformed  to 
it?  One  answer  is,  that  the  reasons  which  had  given 
lise  to  it  bad  ceased;  and  hence  the  rule  should 
cease.  But  doubtless  the  more  satis ractojy  reason 
was,  the  resolution  was  deemed  unconstitutional;  it 
was  not  binding,  and  of  course  required  no  formal 
legislation  to  xepeil  it.  Therefore,  from  1835,  it 
has  been  set  aside  in  that  branch  of  the  Legislature; 
which  amounts,  as  far  as  they  can  aflect  it,  to  a 
complete  abrogation  of  the  resolution.  There  is 
no  power  now  to  enforce  its  execution,  and  of 
course  it  has  become  a  dead  letter.  It  is  true,  sir, 
that  the  Senate  continued  to  practise  upon  that 
joint  resolution  long  after  it  was  discontinued  and 
violated  in  the  other  House.  But  when  the  Senate's 
action  was  in  conformity  with  it  in  1835,  ths  reso- 
lution bad  not  thea  been  discontinued  in  the  House. 
There  was,  at  that  time,  some  reasons,  therefore, 
why  the  Senate  should  adhere  to  i«;  and  they  then 
appointed  a  printer  for  the  next  Congress.  But  is 
that  any  reason  why  they  shou'd  do  the  same  now, 
af.er  the  resolution  has  been  five  years  discontinued 
in  the  other  House,  not  only  from  the  consideration 
that  it  had  ceased  to  be  useful,  but  from  the  higher 
consideration  that  it  was  unconstitutional? 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  *aid  he  had  not  intend- 
ed to  say  a  word  upon  this  occasion;  but  senti- 
ments and  purposes  so  extraordinary  bad  been 
avowed  by  gentlemen  on  the  ohir  side,  that  he 
could  no  longer  remain  silent.  Perhaps  the  most 
singular  notion  of  all  that  had  been  utered  fell 
from  tbe  Sena: or  from  RhoJe  Is'and,  [Mr.  Dix- 
on,] who  had  just  taken  his  seat.  That  gentleman 
maintains  that  the  law  which  governs  the  election 
of  Public  Punter,  is  virtually  repealed;  and  how? 
Why,  timply  by  the  non-user  of  one  branch 
of  Congress!  Is  not  this  extraordinary  doc- 
trine indeed?  Both  Houses  unite  in  passing  a 
law,  according  to  all  ihe  forms  of  the  Constitution; 
even  the  approval  of  the  Executive  has  been  sought 
and  obtained;  and  the  gentleman  sagely  maintains 
the  idea,  that  because  one  branch  of  Congress  dis- 
regards it,  or  does  not  carry  it  out  in  practice/or  a 
few  3 ears, it  is.  in  effect,  repealed!  Mr.  C.  said 
this  was  certainly  an  entirely  novel  mode  of 
repeal.  'He  hid  always  before  supposed  that  it 
required  the  s\me  powtr,aad  the  same  forms,  to 
repeal  a  law,  that  it  did  to  make  it.  Why,  accord- 
ing to  this  doctrine,  sir,  we  may  soon  be  without 
law  altogether.  Ii  did  seem  to  him  to  be  most  as- 
tonishing doctrine. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C  how  stands  the  matter?  On 
the  3d  of  March,  1819,  a  joint  resolution  passed, 
"directing  the  manner  in  which  the  print  ng  of 
Cong i ess  shall  be  executed,  filing  the  prices  there- 
of, aud  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  printer 
or  printers."  This  resolution  required  the  election 
of  a  printer  or  printers  for  the  then  ensuing  Congrcu, 
before  the  adjournment.  Tne  election  accordingly 
took  place,  and  hid  been  made  biennially  thereaf- 
ter, a  few  days  before  the  close  of  every  Congress, 
for  tbe  succet  ding  one,  up  to  the  5?h  of  February, 
1839,  when  another  joint  resolut  on  was  approved 
by  the  Executive,  amendatory  to  that  of  1819. 
This  last  resoution  is  imperative,  "»hat,  within 
thirty  days  before  tbe  adjournment  of  e^ery  Con- 
gress, tack  House  shall  proceed  to  vote  for  «  printer- 
to  execute  its  wink  for  and  during  the  sucouding  fa*, 
gress,n&c.  This  is  the  ouly  ch  a  ng*  or  qualifica- 
tion which  has  been  made  in  the  law  of  1819, 
since  its  enactment.  Both  resolutions  were  regu- 
larly passed  through  each  House  of  Congress,  and 
were  approved  by  the  President— Lee  ime,  and  now 
remain,  the  law  of  the  land  Yet,  sir,  what  do  wa 
now  hear  from  gentlemen  of  the  other  side? 
Why,  they  not  only  protest  against  an  flection  of  a 
Printer  to  the  Senate,  pursuant  to  this  law,  but 
they  admonish  us  of  th?  consequences  if  wo 
proceed  to  make  one.  Ycp,  sir,  almost  tvtry  gen- 
tleman of  the  Opposition  who  has  spoken  upon  the 
subject— am'. un'ing  to  some  four  or  five— hai 
threatened  us  with  the  expulsion  of  whouuoeve* 
%e  may  elect,  so  seen  as  they  get  in:o  power 
Such  is  ihe  very  commendable  and  modest  course 
of  the  party  which  claims  all  the  decency,  and  all 
the  morality  and  learning,  an4  boasts  of  its  dero* 
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tion  to  the  supremacy  of  the  law.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  undeniable  existence  of  the  law,  and  though 
we  may  elect  a  Printer  in  strict  accordance  with 
its  provisions,  they  tell  ns  they  will  turn  him 
out,  whenever  they  get  the  power.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
had  often  heard  the  remark — proverb  it  might  be 
called — of  "feeling  might,  and  forgetting  right." 
This  was  supposed  to  be  the  case  with  some  who 
were  in  power;  but  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
go  beyond  this;  tbey  feel  their  might  in  anticipa- 
tion; they  cannot  wait  till  they  get  into  power;  thry 
▼am  us  that  they  will  inflict  tha  penally  of  expul- 
sion against  our  Printer,  if  wc  go  on  to  execute  th* 
law  of  the  land,  in  conformity  with  invariable  cus- 
tom fine*  its  enactment.  Oo  the  3d  of  next 
month,  twenty-two  years  will  have  elapsed  since 
the  passage  of  the  law  of  1819;  and,  during  all 
that  time,  no  matter  what  party  has  had  the  ma- 
jority, the  Senate  has  uniformly  elected  its  Printer, 
at  the  s&me  period,  for  the  succeeding  Congress  ' 

Mr.  C.  asked,  on  what  ground  is  it  that  gentle- 
men have  given  us  the  nodest  intimations  with 
which  we  have  been  favored  on  this  occasion? 
Why,  they  assumed  that  because  the  Constitution 
gives  to  each  House  the  power  to  choose  its  own 
officers,  they  cannot  unite  in  passing  a  law  for  the 
appointment  of  any  person,  in  advance,  to  perform 
merely  mechanical  da  ties—duties  which  presuppose 
the  necessity  of  laying  in  material?,  and  making 
preparation  for  the  performance  of  duties,  before 
their  commencement.  Mr.  C.  denied  that  the  Print- 
er of  either  House  was  necessarily  to  be  regarded 
as  an  officer,  in  the  Constitutional  sense  of  that 
term.  The  Constitution  had  reference  to  the  pre- 
siding officers  of  the  two  Houses — fhe  Secretary, 
Clerks,  Doorkeepers,  and  such  as  were  charged 
with  the  performance  of  duties  immediately 
within  the  rooms  we  occupy.  The  most  that 
could  be  said  of  the  Printer  was,  Mr.  C.  con- 
tended, that  he  was  a  quasi  efficer,  but  no  more 
our  officer  than  the  man  who  drives  a  cart  in  the 
transportation  of  our  documents,  books,  and  pa 
.  pere.  Upon  any  other  view  of  the  Constitution,  he 
said,  you  might  make  every  individual,  who  did 
any  other  mechanical  duty,  or  rendered  any  other 
service  beyond  these  walls  to  facilitate  our  busi- 
ness, an  officer.  If  the  law  as  it  stood  was  objec- 
tionable, why  did  not  those  who  so  regarded  it  bring 
in  a  proposition  for  its  repeal  or  modification?  Was 
it  not  strange,  after  the  operation  cf  the  existing 
liw  for  twenty-two  years,  with  the  acquiescence  of 
all  parties,  under  the  various  changes  which  bad 
taken  place  within  that  period,  and  without  even  a 
motion  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  its  repeal 
or  modification,  that  we  should  now  hear  it  boldly 
declared  by  gentlemen  that  it  must  not  be  carried 
into  execution;  and  th*t  if  it  be  executed,  they  will 
treat  it  as  a  nullity?  Yes,  (said  Mr.  C  )  gentlemen 
plainly  tell  ns  that  they  will  disregard  the  law,  and 
trample  it  under  their  feet,  when  it  i<  not  likely  to 
be  execute^  to  their  taste,  and  minister  to  their 
views. 

'  And  on  what  ground  did  they  object  to  its  execu- 
tion? Why,  simply  because  the  person  who,  it  was 
supposed,  would  be  appointed,  happened  to  be  ob- 
noxious to  certain  honorable  gentlemen.  And 
would  not  the  person,  thai  the  gentlemen  on  the 
opposite  side  would  appoint,  probably  be  equally 
obnoxious  to  a  large  minority?  Gentlemen  bad 
alluded  to  the  character  of  the  paper  which  is  pub- 
lished by  the  prevent  Printers  to  the  Senate,  and 
were  pleased  to  denounce  it  for  what  they  termed 
its  slander  and  abuse,  which  had  been  sent  forth  in 
its  columns.  Now,  he  cared  not  wh'ch  of  the  politi- 
_  cal  papers  they  to  »k,  published  in  this  city  on  their 
side,  he  ventured  to  say,  as  much  slander  and 
abuse — ay,  and  as  infamous  libels,  to  adopt  the  lan- 
guage used  by  one  of  the  gentlemen — could  be  found 
in  their  columns,  within  the  last  six  months,  as  bad 
ever  been  published  to  the  world  through  those  of 
any  other  paper.  Eren  the  paper  which  had  been 
held  up  by  the  party  to  which  the  gentleman  be- 
longed as  the  model  of  decency,  had  ct  ntaine d, 
during  the  last  summer  and  fall,  some  of  the  most 
nefarious  falsehood*  and  libels  which  bad  ever  dis- 
graced the  columns  of  any  party  paper.  He 
thought  the  doctrines  advanced  came  with  a  bad 
grace  from  those  who  complained  so  much  of  the 
expunging  operation,  which  had  been  alluded  to  in 


the  debate.  It  accorded  very  badly  with  their 
boasted  deference  and  respect  for  law  and  order, 
when,  in  defiance  of  law,  and  the  uniform  practice 
under  it  for  so  many  years,  tbey  declared  their  pre- 
determination to  displace  the  person  that  might 
now  be  appointed — nolen$  voUns — right  or  wrong — 
because,  forsooth,  he  was  politically  obnoxious. 
Well,  sir,  if  gentlemen  think  proper  to  pursue  such 
a  course,  let  them  do  it,  when  they  possess  the 
power  they  anticipate;  for  one,  said  Mr.  C.  no 
threat  of  such  a  character  shall  dc:er  me  from  the 
performance  of  a  duty  imposed  by  the  law  of  the 
land. 

Mr.  MERRICK  did  not  conceive  himself  bound 
by  the  joint  resolution  of  1819.  The  right  of 
Congress  to  appoint  its  own  officers  was  an  inhe- 
rent right,  and  could  not  be  repriced  by  any  reso- 
lution whatever.  .  In  the  present  case  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  had  staled  the  principles  on  which 
he  and  hi*  party  were  acJng — it  was  a  question  of 
party  power,  and  the  avowal  had  been  frank  and 
honorable  on  the  part  of  that  Senator.  But  as  th? 
Senator  said  he  was  determined  to  elect  hid  Printer 
when  he  had  the  power,  he  (Mr.  M  )  hoped  he 
would  be  excused  for  exercising  the  same  privilege 
when  the  next  came  into  power,  and  permit  the 
Senate  to  select  its  own  officeis. 

Mr.  MANGUM  fgain  addressed  the  Senate,  de- 
nying that  the  resolution  of  id!9  was  considered  in 
the  light  of  a  compulsory  law,  but  as  a  m?re  Ucit 
understanding  of  the  two  branches  of  the  National 
Legislature.  The  Constitution  was  exceedingly 
clear  on  this  right  of  Congress,  and  no  resolution 
or  law  could  so  act  as  to  deprive  it  of  that  right 
Mr.  M.  alluded  to  a  case  on  the  Executive  journal, 
where,  owing,  as  it  was  thought,  to  the  too  frequent 
appointments  by  the  Executive  of  persons  from 
the  old  States  (o  fill  offices  in  the  new,  there  had 
been  a  resolution  parsed  by  the  Senate  refusing  to 
ratify  in  any  ca»e  where  the  rule  was  departed  from. 
It  was  thought  wrong  in  principle  to  make  appoint* 
ments  from  old  States  when  good  material  was  to  b«s 
found  in  the  new,  and  he  (Mr.  M.)  had  always  so 
considered  it.  No  one  would  venture  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  the  Executive  right  was  restricted  by  the 
passage  of  the  resolution,  (t  was  considered  a  mere 
indication  of  the  public  feeling.  Gen.  Jackson,  who 
was  then  President,  was  unwilling  to  make  appoint- 
ments while  that  resolution  remained,  and  finally 
refused  to  do  so  until  it  was  rescinded.  The  Pre- 
sent had  the  right  on  his  side.  The  resolution 
was  rescinded,  ('aid  Mr.  M.)  and  I  voted  for  it. 
In  the  present  case,  if  the  rule  had  been  acquiesced 
in  by  both  Houses,  then  there  could  be  no  cause 
for  cavil;  but  the  tight  of  Congress  to  select  its  own 
officers  cannot  even  be  restricted,  much  less  abro- 
gated. It  was  a  question  now  of  political  power, 
and  not  having  tasted  any  thing  of  the  kind  for 
some  years,  he  felt  disposed  to  exercise  a  little  in 
this  case.  Without  meaning  to  he  personal,  be 
affirmed  that  the  appointment  of  certain  indivi- 
duals to  the  office  of  Public  Printer  would  be  odious 
to  the  country,  and  highly  offensive  to  the  body. 
He  would  not  be  understood  as  being  favorable  to 
a  general  proscription;  on  the  contrary,  be  avowed 
that  where  an  officer  in  his  ministerial  capacity  had 
not  abused  his  office  or  his  trust,  nor  prostituted  his 
<  ffice  to  political  purposes,  bad  not  improperly  in- 
terfered in  the  elective  franchise,  and  was  honest 
and  capable,  be  would  set  his  face  against  his  re- 
moval. He  considered  that  a  contrary  course 
would  be  opening  the  door  to  the  corrupt  followers 
of  all  parties  to  demand  their  reward;  that  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  our  institutions  and  subversive  of 
public  liberty.  Gentlemen  said  they  had  the  power 
now,  and  would  exercise  it.  Where  is  the  neces- 
sity of  doing  so,  on  the  very  eve  of  its  departure 
from  them,  when  there  was  a  moral  certainty  that 
their  appointment  would  be  annulled  en  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress? 

The  question  being  about  to  be  put — 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  that  he  had  hoped 
this  resolution  would  not  have  been  pressed.  He 
had  hoped  at  this  late  hour  of  the  se.'sion  it  wruld 
not  have  been  attempted  by  an  expiring  Admini- 
stration to  force  the  Senate  into  an  election  of  Print- 
ers who  were  to  act,  not  for  those  at  present  in 
power,  bit  for  the  succeeding  Administraiion.  He 
protected  against   the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the 


Senator  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Sxviaa]  that  those  in 
power  were  determined  to  use  their  power  as  long 
&s  they  could,  leaving  it  to  their  successors  to  do  lie 
same.  Especially  when  it  was  known  that  the  in* 
dividuals  to  be  appointed  were  so  utterly  odioas  to 
those  who  were  in  a  few  days  to  succeed  to  the 
possession  of  the  Government,  that,  if  they  were 
going  to  act  like  men  and  fearlessly  discharge  their 
duty,  it  was  impossible  they  could  allow  sach  par- 
sons to  remain  ia  office  for  one  single  moment.  I 
will  now  say,  exclaimed  Mr.  C.  that  so  far  is  I 
know  the  sentiments  of  my  friends,  there  is  not 
one  of  us  who  is  not  firmly  and  irrevocably  de- 
termined, if  the  election  is  rescindable,  to  re* 
scind  it. 

Mr.  SEVIER  expressed  surprise  at  the  remarb 
which  had  fallen  from  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 
Was  it  not  perfectly  well  known  that  a  party  go- 
ing out  ct  power,  in  making  appointments  to  office 
never  inquired  whether  the  porssns  appointed  would 
be  agreeable  or  not  to  the  party  coming  into  power? 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  just  before  tat 
political  change  which  brought  General  Jackson 
into  power,  Gales  and  Seaton  had  been  appoin  ed 
Public  Printers,  and  when  the  dominant  party  came 
in,  these  gentlemen  were  suffered  to  remain  in  tf- 
flea  fur  two  years  longer. 

[Mr.  Benton.     We  submitted  to  it.] 

Were  not  nominations  sent  in  by  Mr.  Adams  to 
the  very  last  hour  of  his  term?  The  nomination  of 
Mr.  Burton  of  North  Carolina,  for  the  appointment 
of  Governor  of  Arkansas,  had  been  sent  in  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  who  was  at  that  time  Se- 
cretary of  State.  But  this,  with  all  the  other  nomi- 
nations, was  laid  on  the  table  by  the  opposite  party,  § 
who  then  had  a  majority  in  the  Senate.  Was  tat 
measure  now  proposed  soch  a  new  and  unprece- 
dented thing  that  the  Senator  need  be  surprised  at 
its  being  pressed  at  ihis  time?  At  the  close  cf  the 
term  of  th*  elder  Adams,  had  not  nominations  been 
made  by  him  of  judges  at  midnight  on  the  third  of 
March,  and  did  not  the  Senate  confirm  the  nomi- 
nations? Some  of  the  judges  so  appointed  were  ia 
office  to  this  hour.  Was  there  any  thing  strange  that 
it  was  proposed  by  those  going  out  of  power  to  elect 
their  Printer  while  they  were  able  to  do  ill  He 
was  really  amnsed  to  see  two  old  and  experienced 
Senators,  like  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  cajoling  and 
coquetting  about  a  thing  that  every  body  could  un- 
derstand. He  was  not  for  mincing  matters  in  that 
way.  What  he  had  before  stated  were  facto, 
which  had  since  been  avowed  by  every  body  hot 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  he  had  adduced  a 
case  in  point,  where  a  nomination  had  come  in,  at 
the  last  hour,  from  the  Senator  himself.  He  did 
not  complain  of  this.  He  had  thought  at  the  time 
the  nomination  U  be  a  very  good  one;  and, soar 
as  he  was  concerned,  he  would  have  been  fery 
willing  to  have  the  individual  named  as  Governor 
of  Arkansas,  but  that  nomioat'oo,  together  with  all 
others  similarly  made,  had  been  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senator  had  told  them  about  the  party  com- 
ing into  power  turning  out  Mr.  Blair,  (be  supposed 
be  was  the  man  to  be  chosen — Mr.  S.  should  vote 
for  him,)  if  he  should  be  appointed,  the  first  mo- 
ment they  had  the  power  to  da  it.  Well,  and  were 
they  to  be  deterred  by  threats  like  these?  Not  it 
all.  He  expected  they  would  turn  him  oat;  and 
not  him  only,  but  whomsoever  el«e  they  pleased. 
He  cared  nothing  for  this;  he  spoke  not  on  bis  own 
account;  for  happily  he  never  had  held  any  office 
other  than  that  the  people  had  given  him,  aad 
therefore,  he  could  speak  with  the  greater  freedom. 
If,  indeed,  there  happened  to  be  in  any  office  of  ih» 
Government  a  man  who  had  never  in  his  life 
displeased  the  Whigs,  he  supposed  he  might  be  left 
to  stand  as  a  solitary  monument  of  Whig  forbear- 
ance. But  as  for  the  other  party,  they  expected  » 
be  turned  out,  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  me 
other.  And,  for  one,  he  should  disown  them  if 
they  whimpered  under  it;  he  was  very  sure  he 
should  not.  So  far  from  it,  he  would  furnu-h  m 
gentlemen  with  the  names  of  all  who  held  office  ia 
his  district.  They  might  turn  them  out,  every  aw* 
and  they  would  bear  no  complaint.  You  nave  ant 
the  power,  (cried  Mr.  S.)  and  I  expect  you  willy  | 
it.  You.  have  got  some  hungry  friends  there,  win 
have  been  eagerly  waiting  these  twelve  years, aid 
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bow  yon  may  provide  for  them.  1  should,  were  I 
in  like  circumstances. .  I  am  not  to  be  galled  by 
this  talk  about  forbearance-  For  these  fourt«ea 
years  past  aU  parties  on  all  sMes  have  exercised 
power  as  long  as  they  had  it;  and  I  expect  they 
will  continue  to  do  so  always.  Tarn  oat  Blair  if 
you  choose.  We  will  elect  him,  and  then  yon  may 
tarn  htm  oat  as  fast  as  you  like. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky.  I  have  bat  one  or 
two  words  to  say  in  reply  to  the  remaiks  of  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas.  That  gentleman  has 
entirely  misquoted  the  expression  u*ed  by  me  tome 
days  since.  What  I  said  then  I  say  now— that,  in 
my  judgment,  every  man  who  is  not  faithful,  capa- 
ble, and  honest,  and  who  has  not  abstained  from 
using  the  power  he  derives  from  the  possession' of 
office  to  interfere  with  the.  freedom  of  elections, 
ought  to  be  expelled  from  the  office  he  has  abased: 
I  never  said  thai  all  ought  to  be  tarned  oat  who 
had  displeased  the  Whig*.  What  will  be  done  by 
the  new  Administration  1  do  not  know:  but  I  ex* 
press  my  own  opinion  openly,  in  the  face  of  the 
world.  The  Senator  referred  to  the  appointment 
of  what  were  styled  "the  midnight  judges"  in  the 
lime  of  the  elder  Adam*:  bat  that  was  not  like  this 
case.  Those  appointments  were  made  to  fill  ex- 
isting vacancies:  it  was  a  case  where  c-ffices  had 
been  created  by  law  and  were  not.  filled.  Mr. 
Adams  bad  a  constitutional  right  to  nominate  per- 
sons to  fill  them.  Bui  does  not  the  Senator  know 
that  very  act  of  appoiwtinsr  those  judges  in  the  last 
moment  of  an  expiring  Administration  produced 
sne  universal  burst  of  iadignauoa  throughout  the 
eonatry;  and  that  one  amongst  the  earliest  measures 
•f  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration  was  a  motion  made 
by  a  distinguished  and  illustrious  Senator  from  my 
own  Sta'e,  now  no  more,  to  repeal  that  act?  And 
what  was  the  case  under  the  younger  Adams?  I 
have  no  recollection  of  any  nominations  made  by 
him  Id  fill  existing  vacancies.  I  recollect  as  one 
the  ease  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Ceittendsn,]  who 
was  nominated  as  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Judge 
Trimble;  it  was  so  with  the  nomination  of  the  Go- 
vernor of  Arkansas,  and  with  all  the  other  nomina- 
tions referred  to  by  the  Senator.  To  carry  on  the 
mckjnm  of  Government,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Pre- 
sident to  nominate,  whenever  a  vacancy  occurred. 
Bat  is  that  this  easel  Here  is  an  office  fiUtd;  and 
(he8enator  who  proposes  an  election  is  himself 
going  out  of  his  seat  in  the  Senate  on  the  31  of 
March  next.  I  presume  it  will  be  sustained  by  ma- 
ny gentlemen  in  a  precisely  similar  situation.  Here 
is  an  election  to  be  held,  not  to  fill  a  vacancy,  for 
there  is  no  vacancy,  but  to  anticipate  now  a  va- 
cancy, which  will  not  occur  till  a  future  and  a  dis- 
tant day.  -  For  what?  for  what?  I  put  it  to  the  can- 
dor of  gentlemen— can  they  think  that  this  is  right! 
Of  nli  the  delicate  relations  which  can  subsist  be- 
\  a  public  body  like  this  and  any  of  its  offi- 

s,  that  which  it  sustains  to  the  printer  of  its  do- 
cuments is  the  most  delicate.  That  is  not  at  all  like 
the  cases  referred  to.  Here  has  been  a  revolution, 
a.  great  civil  revolution— peaceful,  it  is  true — but 
still  a  revolution;  and  now,  just  at  the  last  moment, 
when  n  repudiated  Administration  still  holds  pos- 
session of  power,  they  propose,  not  for  their  own 
amodation — for  before  the  appointment  takes 

al  effect  they  will  be  no  longer  in  power— 

i  simply  because  they  have  the  naked  power  to 
doit,  to  force  upon  the  succeeding  ad  min'ntraticn  an 
indrfidnal  known  to  be  abborent  to  all  the  feelings  of 
their  hearts,  insomuch  that  nothing  can  be  con* 
ceived  more  unacceptable  to  them  than  his  occupa- 
tion of  that  office.  And  this  at  the  moment  we  are 
ansa,  that  all  party  animotities  should  cease,  that 
vnshonld  forget  that  we  have  been  opponents,  and 
nhonldpart  like  brother.*.  Gentlemen  who  have 
Jan*]  the  Government  for  twelve  long  years,  in  this 
Mat  agonized  moment  of  departing  power,  make 
nnis  attempt  to  "force  upon  us,  against  all  oar  feel- 


ings, this  their  special  favorite,  their  cherished  pam- 
pered Government  organ !  It  is  under  these  cir- 
cumstances that  I  tell  them,  in  my  own  name,  and 
as  far  as  I  am  acquainted  wi'h  their  sentiment?,  in 
the  name  of  all  my  friends  around  me,  that  we 
should  regard  ourselves  23  recreant  to  our  duty  if 
we  did  not,  the  first  moment  we  possess  the  power, 
turn  him  out,  and  put  in  his  place  a  man  more  ac- 
ceptable to  those  who  will  then  occuy  these  seats. 
And  now,  I  give  this  timely  notice  to  the  gentle- 
man who  presses  this  measure,  to  the  individual 
proposed,  and  to  all  concerned,  that  no  claims  for 
damages  may  arise  hereafter. 

Mr.  KER  gave  his  rearons  for  the  vote  he  should 
give,  at  some  length,  and  said  that,  having  no  ac- 
counts to  settle  for  any  past  inconsistent  vetes  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  as  some  gentlemen  seemed 
to  have,  he  should  record  his  vote,  first,  in  favor 
of  the  amendment  of  his  friend  from  Connecticut, 
to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion till  the  4ih  day  of  March  next,  .and  then,  if  it 
became  necessary,  against  the  resolution  itself; 
and,  at  the  proper  time,  when,  in  his  judgment,  the 
convenience  of  this  body,  and  justice  and  propriety, 
as  they  regard  the  rights  of  the  new  Senators  soon 
to  come  in,  shall  require  an'  election  of  a  Printer, 
he  should  freely  cast  his  vote  for  that  individual 
on  whom  he  might  think  proper  to  bestow  his  pre- 
ference. 

Mr.  NORVELL  said  that  he  did  not  rise  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  debate  or  the  merits  of  the  question 
before  the  8enate.  That  branch  of  the  subject  had 
been  exhausted.  He  ro*e  to  say,  that  the  indica- 
tions which  had  appeared  in  the  rematki  of  Sena- 
tors on  the  other  side,  in  the  progress  of  the  pro- 
ceedings this  morning,  afforded  a  presage  of  their 
conduct,  when  they  might  come  into  (he  adminis- 
tration, in  relation  to  the  principle  which  they  bad 
so  often  and  so  long  denounced,  that  "to  the  victors 
belong  the  spoils  of  office.9'  He  bad  heard  enough 
to  satisfy  him  that  they  would  act  upon  that  maxim. 
He  trusted  that  thiy  would,  as  their  friends  bad 
done  in  every  State  in  which  they  had  obtained  a 
temporary  ascendency,  make  a  general  change. 
Hebopel  that  they  would  sweep,  as  with  a  torna- 
do, every  political  opponent,  every  Democratic  Re- 
publican, from  office,  from  Maine  to  Georgia. 
They  would  thus  demonstrate  tbs  insincerity  of 
their  professions.  They  would  only  carry  ont  their 
practices,  wherever  they  bad  obtained  power,  in 
opposition  to  their  declarations  when  out  of  power. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  1  hope  not.  I  hope  and  be- 
lieve no  such  thing.  It  may  do  very  well  as  com- 
ing from  that  quarter;  it  is  natural  enough  that  they 
should  hope  we  shall  follow  their  example;  but  I 
have  heard  no  such  determination  avowed;  no 
such  sentiment  even  hinted  at.  I  protest  against 
it;  it  is  not  Whig  doctrine;  the  Administration 
coming  into  power  reject  and  repupiate  the  infa- 
mous maxim  that  to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils. 
The  spoils?— what  spoils?  The  spoils  of  our  com- 
mon country?  Tne  spoils  of  our  brethren  and 
fellow-citizens?  Is  the  country  a  vanquished 
country?  God  forbid.  I  should  as  soon  think  of 
making  spoil  out  of  the  possessions  of  my  own 
family.  Too  long  have  we  seen  the  principle  acted 
upon  all  over  the  country;  we  come  into  power 
repudiating  it  from  the  very  bottom  of  our  hearts. 

Mr.  Norvell.    I  hope  so. 

The  gentleman  hopes  so;  just  now  be  hoped  not. 
Wha  ever  his  hopes  or  bis  fears  may  b?,  onr  course 
is  independent  of  them,  and  wilt  be  shaped  on  far 
h'gher  principles  than  those  be  has  ascribed  to  us. 
Can  any  man  object  to  fte  sentiment  which  the  po- 
tential voice  of  my  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky 
—a  voice  that  is  the  echo  of  patriotism  and  honor, 
has  just  made  to  ring  through  this  ball?  Why 
should  any  one  object  to  the  doctrine  that  a  man 
who  is  not  honest,  nor  cipable,  and  who  has 
prostituted  the  power  of  his  office  to  subserve 
the  pui pores  of  party,  and  to  interfere  with 
the  freedom  of  elections,  should  be  turned 
ont  of  the  office   he    has  abased?     Is    there 


any  thing  in  principles  of  justice  or  policy,  any 
thing  in  the  highest  code  of  moral/,  to  forbid 
this?  Is  this  sweeping  the  land  like  a  tornado?  Is 
this  practicing  on  the  principle  thai  to  the  victors 
belong  the  spoils?  Did  not  the  distinguished  per- 
son, who  is  to  be  advanced  to  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment, expressly  take  ground  against  such  a 
sentiment  in  a  bill  he  introduced  into  Congress? 
Do  not  his  sentiments  stand  recorded  against  it? 
We  practise  on  a  principle  like  that?  No,  sir,  no ; 
this  system  of  proscription  is  itself  to  be  proscribed. 
I  stand  on  that  ground:  and  so  help  me  God,  I  will, . 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  act  upon  it.  I  believe 
those  who  are  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
have  pat  themselves  upon  the  same  ground.  They 
come  into  power,  not  to  divide  the  spoils  of  the 
country  among  the  members  of  a  faction.  When 
that  principle  is  avowed  and  followed,  we  cease 
fYom  that  moment  to  be  a  Government  and  a  peo- 
ple: we  pass  into  a  conquered  nation,  and  a  con- 
quering faction,  that  seizes  the  power  and  the  forms 
of  Government  only  for  the  gratification  of  cupidi- 
ty and  revenge.  Never  have  I  read  in  all  the 
pages  of  political  profligacy  a  sentiment  se  detesta- 
ble as  that  the  Senator  has  ascribed  to  us.  Machia- 
vei  himte'f  never  conceived  so  foal  a  maxim,  or 
dared  to  avow  it.  The  author  of  "The  Prince*' 
would  blnsh  to  utter  such  a  thought. 

There  i  ,  at  the  bottom  of  all  this,  a  principle 
which  has  entered,  in  some  sort,  into  the  action  of 
this  Government:  I  mean  the  principle  that  public 
offices  are  not  trusts  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo- 
ple, but  mere  mercenary  rewards  for  political  par- 
tisan?, and  that  in  bestowing  them  oar  eye  is  to  be 
directr  d  only  to  the  salary  which  accompanies  them* 
I  reject  the  principle.  I  protest  against  it.  I  regard 
office  as  a  »acred  trust,  and  the  salary  attached  to 
the  office  a<  a  mere  incidental  thing.  I  hold  that, 
in  appointing  a  man  to  office,  it  is  not  the  interests 
of  the  man  that  are  to  be  looked  at,  hat  those  of 
the  party  for  whose  benefit  the  trust  is  conferred, 
namely,  the  people.  1  hold  the  opposite  to  be  a 
mo»t  dangerous  principle,  and,  for  one,  I  tell  gen- 
tlemen in  advance  that  I  will  oppose  the  principle 
wherever  I  men  it.  I  shall  resist  and  denounce  all 
giving  of  office  as  a  political  reward,  or  taming  oat 
of  office  for  mere  political  opinion.  I  admit  that  it 
may  often  be  a  very  delicate  task  to  decide  ia  what 
case  an  in  lividual  holding  office  has  acted  impro- 
perly in  the  expressit  n  of  his  political  opinions; 
when  he  has  and  when  he  has  not  transcended  the 
line  of  his  duty  in  mingling  in  the  party  strifes  of 
the  day.  But  I  hold  it  to  be  a  Whig  doctrine,  the 
doctrine  on  which  General  Harrison,  as  President 
of  the  United  States,  means  te  stand,  that  for  mere 
political  op  nion  no  man  is  to  be  proscribed. 

In  the  present  case,  I  would  apply  the  doctrine 
avowed  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  that  when 
a  man  has  abused  the  power  derived  from  his  of- 
fice, he  should  be  turned  out  of  office. 

And  here  let  me  say  what  I  believe.  It  will  be 
asked,  in  reference  to  those  who  hold  office,  whe- 
ther they  have  used  the  power  of  these  offices  for 
party  purposes;  if  they  have  not,  and  are  honest, 
capable,  and  faithful,  they  will  not  be  disturbed. 

[Here  several  voices  on  the  other  side  of  the  Se- 
nate were  heard  to  say:  'There  is  no  such  case- 
there  never  will  be.'1] 

I  admit  it  may  be  difficult  to  decide.  Alas  for 
poor,  frail,  fallen  human  nature  I  It  is  hard  to 
judge  a  political  opponent  as  we  ourselves  would  be 
judged.  The  strong  feelings  of  the  heart  will  steal 
in  and  bias;  the  judgment,  in  a  grea'er  or  a  less  de- 
gree.  All  that  can  be  asked  is,  that  we  put  our- 
selves on  a  sente  of  duty— that  we  endeavor  to  act 
justly;  and  then,  when  a  man  is  shown  to  as  to  have 
flagitiously  departed  from  his  doty  as  a  public  of- 
ficer, and  made  himself  a  busy  and  a  noisy  parti- 
san, punirhhim  by  removing  him  from  office.  I 
do  not,  however,  pretend  to  set  up  a  standard  of 
conduct  for  my  party.  I  know  there  will  be  mis- 
takes; mistakes  will  happen  to  the  most  upright. 
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All  I  clai  a  is,  that  we  shall  act  on, principle,  not 
from  psssion. 

U  (he  present  ease,  the  individual  now  employ- 
ed-as  Printer  to  the  Senate  may  be,  an  many  ac- 
count*, peculiarly  disagreeable  to  those  who  are 
soon  to  be  a  majority  here;  and  let  it  be  remember- 
ed that  he  is  not  an  officer  of  the  Government  at 
large,  employed  as  a  general  servant  of  the  public 
at  large,  but  that  he  i3  cur  officer,  to  do  oqr  busi- 
ness. This  is  not  a  question  of  spoils;  bat  it  is  a 
question  whether  we  shall  have  for  oar  own  special 
acent  a  person  agreeable  to  us.  The  question  is, 
whether  a  majority  of  to-day,  who  are  to  be  a  mi- 
noiity  tomorrow,  shall  fix  upon  us  a  roan  who  is 
known  by  them  to  be  peculiarly  disagreeable  to  us 
or  whom  he  is  appointed  to  act?  That  is  the 
fuestiun;  and  1  should  think  it  is  a  question  easily 
answered.  I  repudiate,  as  1  hare  said,  all  idea  of 
turning  a  man  out  for  mere  opinion's  sake.  Let 
not  a  hair  of  any  man's  head  be  touched,  say  I,  for 
the  political  notions  which  may  lurk  under  it. 
Sever,  till  he  falls  within  the  rule  laid  down  by 
Jefferson— a  rule  which  has  now  been  avowed  by 
a  voice  which,  as  I  believe,  but  embodies  the  will 
of  the  whole  country— <never  let  a  finger  be  laid 
upon  him.  I  here  pledge  myself  never,  in  any 
case  where  my  will  or  action  may  be  concerned,  to 
indulge  in  one  jot  or  tittle  of  that  most  abominable 
principle  charged  upon  us  by  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  that  men  are  to  be  punched  for  opi- 
nion's sake— that  to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils. 

Mr  ANDERSON  said,  he  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  throwing  off  the  imputation  which  the  gentle- 
man who  had  just  taken  bis  seat  had  chosen  to  cast, 
as  he  understood  him,  upon  the  Republican  party. 
He  had  but  a  word  or  two  to  make  in  reply;  and 
he  did  this  because,  for  himself,  he  was  unwilling  to 
have  attributed  to  him,  by  implication  or  otherwise, 
sentiments  he  never  entertained.  For  his  part  be 
never  was  an  advocate  of  the  policy  of  proscription — 
and  he  held  now  the  opinions  upon  this  subject  he 
Bad  always  cherished.  He  was  gratified  to  hear 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  say  that  he, 
too,  was  opposed  to  proscription,  and  that  the  pre- 
sent dominant  party  would  enter  upon  their  power 
in  that  spirit,  and  would  carry  out  no  violence 
upon  the  public  feeling  and  sympathy  of  the  coun 
try.  He  was  pleaded  to  hear  him  announce  his 
opinion  to  be  that  honesty  and  capacity  constituted 
the  great  and  leading  qualifications  for  office.  He 
trusted  that  the  opposite  party  would  remember 
these  declaration?,  and  would  fairly  abide  by  them. 
He  understood  the  gentleman  to  impute  to  the  Re- 
publican party  the  policy  of  Machiavel— and  to 
make' it  as  a  charge  upon  the  whole  party,  as  had 
been  often  done  before,  that  a  solitary  individual, 
then  a  member  of  this  body,  had  declared  in  his 
ptaee,  that  to  the  (< victors  belong  the  spo:ls."  For 
one,  he  repelled  this  imputation.  He  was  neither 
an  admirer  of  the  maxims  of  Machiavel,  nor  the 
system  of  policy  of  Walpole,  nor  Richelieu;  nor  did 
lie,  for  himself,  nor  did  the  party  with  which  he  had 
acted,  as  he  believed,  recognise  the  doctrine  that 
to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils.  It  was  the  decla- 
ration, he  said,  of  a  solitary  individual,  and  had 
found  no  adoption  with  others,  nor  was  it  de- 
signed, as  he  always  supposed,  and  understood,  to 
be  taken  up  in  the  literal  and  odious  sense  in 
which  our  political  opponents  have  interpreted 
it  for  the  public  ear.  He  did  not  pretend  to  under- 
stand the  origin  of  the  term,  or  the  exact  sense  in 
which  it  was  designed  to  be  received;  but  he  could 
well  imagine  that  it  might  have  grown  out 
of  the  classic  recollections  of  the  early  read- 
ings of  the  speaker,  and  he  might  have  re- 
ferred to  it  in  the  Fense  in  which  the  tpoh* 
opima  were  bestowed  upon  that  gallant  Re- 
man who  was,  as  the  vicor,  and  distinguished  by 
peculiar  valor  and  prowess,  under  their  ancient 
customs,  entitled  to  what  they  esteemed  the  most 
honoiabje  reward.  For  himself,  he  utterly  rejected 
the  imputations  which  had  been  cast  out;  and  he  de- 
nied the  pretended  charge  as  to  spoils,  as  being  ap- 
plicable to  those  with  whom  he  acted,  to  be  true  to 
any  greater  extent,  or  in  any  other  sense,  than  might 
be  ascribed  to  their  opponents;  and  he  would  repeat 
that  he  was  pleased  to  hear  the  gentleman  de- 
nounce proscription,  and  he  trusted  that  he 
beTfcnd  his  friends  would  abide  bv  it.    As  to  the 


question  before  us  for  the  election  of  a  Printer,  he 
would  say,  if  it  was  right  in  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-five,  when  their  opponents  acted  under  the 
existing  regulation,  and  elected  their  friends  as 
Printers  in  advance,  at  the  close  of  one  Congress, 
for  the  next,  it  is  equally  right  now;  and  with  ibis 
fact  before  him,  and  the  usage  of  this  body,  he 
should  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  happy  to  hear  that  gentlemen 
opposite  disavowed  a  spirit  of  proscription;  but  the 
time  was  coming  when  action  wai  to  follow  words. 
He  assured  the  Senate  that  the  doctrine,  **to  the 
victors  belong  the  spoils,"  had  never  been  known 
in  Missouri  except  by  rumor,  and  that  during  the 
administrations  of  General  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van 
Buien,  the  best  offices  had  been  held  by  persons 
who  were  in  opposition  to  the  Presidents  under 
whom  they  served,  and  who  expressed  their  senti- 
ments as  freely  as  any  body  else.  The  post  office 
ef  St.  Louis  was  in  the  hands  of  a  gentleman 
belonging  to  the  Opposition  party  for  four 
years  under  one  of  those  Administrations,  and 
when  his  period  of  service  expired,  instead  of  be- 
ing turned  out,  he  was  positively  reappointed. 
Another  held  office  eleven  years  under  General 
Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  only  was  another  person  appoint- 
ed; and  he  [Mr.  Bbntom]  could  assure  honora 
hie  Senators  that  whea  be  bad  been  applied  to 
respecting  the  removal  of  persons  from  office 
by  thr«e  who  desired  the  appointments,  his  invari- 
able reply,  whether  by  letter  or  word  of  mouth, 
was,  "show  me  misconduct  and  then  I  will  inter- 
fere.'* There  were  several  cases  of  reappoint 
ments  by  General  Jackson  in  St.  Louis  of  persons 
who  were  apposed  to  him  in  politics.  In  one  case  the 
incumbent  died  in  his  office,  and  then  a  person  of 
different  political  principles  was  appointed.  He 
could  go  on  to  give  instance  after  instance,  but  he 
would  mention  but  one.  An  Opposition  gentle- 
man holding  an  appointment  in  the  Land  Office, 
was  found  to  be  in  default  to  the  amount  of  a  few 
thousand  dollars — he  came  to  him  (Mr.  Bbntom) 
and  explained  his  position,  and  satisfied  him 
that  the  money  would  be  replaced  promptly.  He 
(Mr.  Button)  wrote  to  the  Secretary  to  ex- 
excuse  the  officer.  He  was  excused  —  the  mo- 
ney was  put  up,  and  he  remained  in  his  office 
until  his  time  was  oat,  and  a  gentleman  of  different 
politics  was  then  put  in,  and  occupied  it  for  the  four 
years  succe ding.  This  was  the  way  they  had  act- 
ed. He  denied  that  any  officer  had  Seen  removed,ex- 
cept  for  cause;  and  if  honorable  Senators  would  look 
at  the  removals,  they  would  find  as  many  on  one 
side  in  politics,  as  the  other.  And  he  would  also 
say,  that  daring  the  twelve  years  of  Democratic 
administration,  in  the  State  of  Missouri  there  had 
not  been  a  dollar  lost  by  a  disburser  of  the  public 
money  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  there  had 
been  from  twenty  to  thirty  millions  disbursed 
there?  nor  was  there  a  set  of  officers  that  were 
more  entitled  to  the  confidence  of  the  country.  He 
spoke  for  his  own  State,  alone— other  gentlemen 
could  speak  for  theirs;  and  as  gentlemen  had  un- 
dertaken to  gain  so  much  reputation  in  advance 
for  the  incoming  Administration,  he  could  not  con- 
clude without  saying,  that  the  new  Administration, 
on  this  subject,  had  only  to  copy  after  the  old  one; 
and  if  they  did  not  do  it,  they  should  bear  from 
him  from  the  place  which  he  then  t  ecu  pied. 

Mr.  NORVELL  observed  that  the  maxim,  that 
"to  the  victors  belonged  the  spoils  of  office,**  was 
no  maxim  of  his.  creation.  It  originated,  years 
ago,  in  the  East,  in  Massachusetts.  It  was  quoted, 
in  this  body,  by  a  distinguished  Senator  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Margy.]  And,  when  announced  by 
him,  it  had  been  made  the  subject  of  bitter  vitupe- 
ration ever  since  by  the  party  (o  which  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pbjmton] 
belonged.  But,  profligate  as  the  maxim  might 
have  been,  that  party  had  adopted  and  carried  it 
out  in  every  quarter  in  which  they  had  obtained 
power.  He  believed  that  the  new  Federal  Admi- 
nistration of  this  Government  would  follow  the  ex- 
ample. He  bad  that  day  heard  enough  to  satisfy 
him  of  that  fact.  If  an  honest,  capable,  and  faith- 
ful Democrat  could  be  found,  teas  had  take*  %•  pari 
in  tl$diont,  such  a  man  might  be  saved !  This  was 
the  principle  announced  to  the  3ena)e  this 


ing.  Why,  sir,  who  txat  was  worthy  of  office 
would  be  left  in  office  on  this  principle?  Pubtie 
officers  might,  forsooth,  entertain  feelings  and  epic 
nionsin  their  own  hearts  with  impunity;  but  if 
they  brea'hed  them  to  others,  they  at  once  came 
under  the  prescriptive  principle  laid  down  for  the 
new  Administration!  The  "spoils  of  victory*9 
maxim  was  merciful  compared  with  this  despotism 
over  the  mind,  proposed  as  the  rule  of  action  tor 
the  triumphant  party  coming  into  power*  When, 
in  an  under  tone,  -he  had,  while  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  was  upon  the  floor,  said 
that  he  "hoped  so,**  be  meant  that  be  hoped  that 
the  Senator  would  adhere  to  Mt  promise,  that  ha 
would  denounce  the  apoi's  maxim  here  and  here- 
after, come  from  what  quarter  it  might.  Weahatt 
see.  The  Senator  had  alluded  to  the  bill  brought  in 
the  ses&ion  before  the  last  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cbjttcndcn]  to  prevent  office 
holders  from  in'erfering  in  elections*  He  had  said 
that  last  bill  contained  the  doctrine  ef  his  party* 
The  honorable  gentleman  was  mistaken.  Up0* 
the  final  vote  on  that  bill,  only  five  of  his  Whig 
friends  voted  for  it.  The  others  retired  from  the 
vote.  Again,  sir,  for  twelve  years,  that  party  had 
been  engaged  in  denunciations,  loud  and  deep,  of 
the  practice  of  appointing  member*  of  Congress  to 
office.  And  what  have  we  seen  even  in  anticipa- 
tion of  their  possession  of  powei?  Several  mem- 
bers of  Congress  haye  already  been  announced  as 
Cabinet  appointments  determined  upon,  and  others 
rumored  as  probable  appointments  for  diplomatic 
stations!  These  things  manifest  the  sincerity  of 
the  professions  of  the  party  coming  into  power  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  first,  and  after  him  the  Se- 
nator from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  PeaxsToa,]  had 
so  clearly  pointed  out-what  would  he  the  course 
of  the  next  Administration  in  regard  to  removals 
from  office,  thai  doubt  or  difficulty  on  this  qeestkm 
could  no  longer  embarrass  the  public  mind.  This 
distinct  annunciation  of  Whig  principles,  proceed- 
ing, as  it  did,  from  such  commanding  authority, 
would  instantly  relieve  the  anxious  minds  of  a 
very  large  number  of  office  holders.  According  to 
the  avowal  of  the  two  distinguished  Senators,  the 
inquiries  respecting  each  man  now  in  office  woafcd 
be,  was  he  honest?— was  he  capable?— was  he  faith- 
ful?—and  had  he  abused  his  official  trust  in  pro- 
moting the  re-election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren?  If  Jris 
past  conduct  had  been  such  as  would  enable  him 
to  endure  the  application  of  these  several  team 
without  injury;  then  he  would  be  retained.  Oft  me 
other  hand,  if  it  should  be  established  that  any  of- 
ficer was  either  dishonest,  or  unfaithful,  or  mean 
ble,  or  bad  brought  the  influence  of  his  office  a 
collision  with  the  freedom  of  elections,  we 
be  very  captious,  indeed,  if  we  were  to 
of  his  removal. 

A  suspicious  man  might,  until  this 
cious  day,  have  apprehended  that  an  - 
latitude  would  be  taken  in  construing  what  < 
meant  by  the  abuse  of  office  for  electioneering  pur- 
pose*; but  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had 
also  been  clear  and  explicit  upon  this  subject.  "- 
had  declared,  in  the  strongest  terms,  that  an 
holder,  like  all  other  citizens,  had  a  right  to  ex 
his  opinion  and  to  give  his  vote  according  to  the 
dictates  of  his  own  judgment;  and  if  he  had  eoa- 
fined  himself  to  the  exercise  of  these  coiiaiintioaal 
priveieges,  he  would  be  in  no  danger  of  renewal. 
To  use  his  own  strong  language,  he  had  proclaimed 
it  to  be  a  cardinal  doctrine  of  the  Whig  faith,**** 
proscription  must  hi  proscribed. 

This  liberal  doctrine  would  save  from  preemp- 
tion all  our  foreign  ministers  and  other  diplomatm 
agents  who  had  been  absent  from  the  country  dar- 
ing the  late  struggle:  but  he  (Mr.  B.)  could  smrdJw 
expect  so  much  generosity  even  from  the  Waaja* 
These  were  essentially  political  offices,  ami  ma 
could  not  complain  if  they  should  be  filled  by  trndk* 
viduals  enjoying  the  entire  confidence  of  the  mw 
Administration.  He  would  not,  therefore,  hold  mw 
friends  on  this  side  of  the  House  to  such  a  strict 
construction  of  their  own  principle  as  would  pan- 
vent  them  from  making  any  changes  in  oar  drple- 
matic  corps.  There  was,  however,  aaother  ansae 
root  claw  of  forttya  aye**,  (be  Weired  to  asar 
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ols,)  which,  be  rejoiced  to  say,  would  all  be 
protected  from  proscription,  both  by  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  rale.  He  had  himself  received  some 
letters  from  individuals  of  this  class,  expressing 
strong  apprehensions  lest  they  might  be  removed 
from  office;  and  he  had  not  ventured  to  give  any  of 
them  much  encouragement.  He  could  now  tell 
them  that  they  might  dismiss  their  fears— nay,  that 
they  might  even  dispel  their  doubts— if  they  had 
had  been  honest,  faithful,  and  capable.  From  their 
residence  abroad,  and  from  ine  purely  commercial 
nature  of  their  duties,  it  was  almost  impossible  that 
they  could  have  abused  their  official  trusts  in  pro- 
moting the  rejection  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  These 
useful  public  servants,  then,  who  were  scattered 
orer  every  civilized  country  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  and  who  bad  been  engaged  in  their  appropri- 
ate duty  of  aiding  and  protecting  our  foreign  com- 
merce, would  all  be  safe  under  the  tolerant  sway 
of  the  new  Whig  Administration. 

There  was  another  class  of  officers,  if  officers 
they  might  be  called— he  meant  the  clerks  in  the 
different  Departments — who  would  sleep  sounder 
to-night  than  they  had  done  since  the  result  of  the 
Presidential  election  was  known.  Their  condition 
was  most  dependent  and  pi  iab'e;  and  many 
mothers,  wives,  and  daughters,  had  spent  anxious 
days  and  sleepless  nights  in  dread,  lest  their  sons, 
or  husbands,  or  fathers,  might  be  removed  from 
office,  and  their  families  be  thus  deprived  of  the 
means  of  sobeiftenoe.  Let  them  now  cheer  up 
and  rest  in  perfect  secur  ty.  All  was  safe.  The 
tisfraaabisement  of  these  clerks  would  prove  to  be 
thak  beat  security.  Toey  could  not  by  possibility 
have  voted  for  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  the  expression 
of  their  opinion  in  favor  of  his  re  election  would 
never  cause  their  removal.  Nobody  ev<  r  heard  of 
a  mete  clerk's  appointment,  in  this  disfranchised 
District,  bang  abused  and  brought  into  eonfl  ci 
wah  the  freedom  of  elections.  Such  an  idea  w<  uld 
he  ridiculous.  Now  he  must  confess  that  he  him- 
self had  hitherto  entertained  an  apprehension  lest 
such  clerks  as  had  expressed  their  opinion  in  favor 
of  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  against 
that  of  General  Harrison,  might  be  removed  for 
this  cause;  hot  he  was  now  happy  thus  publicly  to 
acknowledge  bis  mistake. 

By  the  multitude  of  office-holders  throughout  the 
ttniou,  "the  potential  voict"  of  the  two  Senators 
would  be  heard  with  delight.  For  his  own  part,  he 
had  been  chiefly  aaxiom  about  the  fate  of  a  won  by 
and  respectable  widow  lady ,  who  was  postmaster 
in  the  city  where  be  resided.  Gentlemen  might 
ami'e,  but  postmavter  was  the  word;  and  an  excel- 
lent postmaster  she  was.  This  lady  was  the  only 
raise  which  remained  of  the  olden  time,  when  no 
role  existed  to  prevent  ladies  from  being  appointed 
postmasters.  Her  last  companion  had  been  a  re- 
spectable lady  who  a  as  postmaster  at  Georgetown; 
but  even  this  companion  had  recently  deserted  her, 
and  got  married.  She  was. therefore,  left  solitary 
and  alone,  being  the  only  female  in  the  United 
(States  who  now  held  a  post  office  whose  emolu- 
ments exceeded  one  thousand  dollnrs,  and  who, 
under  the  lawof  1836,  had  received  her  appointment 
from  the  President  and  Senate.  Even  this  old  lady 
became  apprehensive,  from  the  'Whig  movements 
around  her,  that  she  might  not  beptrmi'ted  to 
serve  out  her  term  of  office.  He  had  told  her 
■ot  to  be  uneasy-*  that  General  Hanison  bad 
too  much  gallantry  to  remove  her,  what- 
ever might  be  the  fate  of  other  office-holders. 
These,  assurances  he  had  ventured  to  give  ou  the 
merit  of  her  own  claims,  which  he  bad  thought 
would  constitute  an  exception  from  what  he  'ben 
believed  would  be  the  general  rule.  She  might 
now  rest  doubly  satisfied  that  she  was  in  no  dan- 
ger, because  there  would  be  no  proscription  for 
mere  opinion's  sake  any  where,  and  nobody  would 
pretend  that  this  old  lady  had  ever  entered  the  field, 
armed  with  her  official  influence,  either  to  defend 
Mr.  Van  Buren  or  to  attack  (Sen.  Harrison. 

It  was  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  two  Sena- 
tors had  not,  at  an  earlier  perioJ,  more  diotincilv 
avowed  their  horror  of  proscription.  This  might 
sum  savvd  their  friend's  in  different  portions  of  the 
trnmh  from  much  unnecessary  trouble  and  expanse, 
"fie  general,  thongh  mistaken  impresricn  in  his  State, 
W  been  tr#t  the  political  friends  of  lajr,  Van  Bu- 


ren would  be  removed,  and  that  the  Whigs,  who 
had  borne  the  beat  and  burden  of  the  conies',  would 
be  rewarded  with  their  places.  This  erroneous  im- 
pression was  not  confined  to  Pennsylvania,  but  hid 
certainly  extended  to  New  York,  as  he  had  recent- 
ly received  a  letter  from  a  town  in  that  State,  and 
that  not  a  very  large  one  either,  informing  him  that 
there  were  twenty  applicants  for  the  post  office 
there — all  struggling  to  obtain  subscribers,  and  all 
ready  to  rush  to  Washington  to  attend  the  inaugu- 
ration. These  gentlemen  could  not  have  known 
that  the  system  of  rewards  and  punishments  was 
abolished  forever,  and  that  we  were  now  socn  to  be 
blessed  with  a  political  mllenium. 

The  virtue  of  the  Senators  would  b*  violently 
assailed;  and  if  it  were  capable  of  yielding  to  im- 
portunity, we  might  dread  the  result.  When  Gene- 
ral Jackson  first  came  into  power,  the  applicants 
for  office  were  more  numerous  ihan  he  had  ever 
expected  to  witness;  but,  from  what  be  had  heard, 
the  rush  for  office  here  on  the  fourth  0/  March  next, 
would  greatly  surpass  any  thing  which  had  ever 
bwn  seen  before.  Numerens  as  had  been  tie  indi- 
viduals anxious  to  obtain  office  on  ihe  accession  of 
General  Jack<en,  he  would  venture  to  predict  that 
there  would  be,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the 
day  cf  General  Harrison's  inaugnration,  at  least 
double  that  number  of  patriotic  Whig?,  ready  to 
rush  into  the  lervice  of  their  country,  and  seize 
upon  official  stations. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Hunting- 
ton's  motion  to  postpone  and  nrga  ived — yeas  19, 
nays  26,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Claytcn,  Dixon,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington, 
Ker,  Knight,  Mangum,  ftarrrick,  Prentiss  Preston, 
Rives,  Raegle*,8oaihard,  Tallniadgt,  Webster,  and 
White— 19. 

NAYS — Messrs,  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay  ef  Alabama,  Co  hbert,  Ful- 
ton, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Nicholson,  Nor  veil,  Pierce,  Reane,  Se- 
vier, Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— 26 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution, 
and  it  was  passed  in  the  following  worck: 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  Saturday  next, 
at  one  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Public 
Printer  for  the  Senate  for  the  Twenty-seventh  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  then  moved  to  take  up 
his  resolution  for  ths  repeal  of  the  Independent 
Treasury  bil';  which  was  agreed  to — ayes  23,  noes 
22,  a<  fellows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buehanar*, 
Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon,  Graham,  Hen- 
derson, Hubbard,  Huntineton,  Ker,  Knight,  Man- 
gum,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rive«,  Ru*gles, 
Soubard,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  White,  and  Wright 
—23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Calhoun 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Kin*.  Lino, 
Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nicholson,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Roane,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecicut,  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Wall,  Williams,  and  Young— 22. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  pressing  a  vote  on  the  resolution  to-night, 
and  would  therefore  move  an  adjournment. 

Several  Senators  expressed  a  wish  that  the  ques- 
tion might  he  disposed  of  this  evening,  but  the  mo- 
tion for  adjournment  was  carried — ayes  22, 
noes  12. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
.  Friday,  February  19,  1841. 
As  soon  as  ihe  journal  had  been  read, 
Mr.  HOLMES  of  South  Carolina  rose,  and  ob- 
served that  as  he  had  not  the  honor  of  hearing  the 
tpoech  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Stanly]   on  last  evening,  he  desired  to  ask  that 
gentleman  a  question.    (Mr.  Stanly  bad  attacked 
in  a  very  unceremonious  way  the  report  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations  in  the 
Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  and  which  were 
recently  presented  to  the  House-) 

Mr.  STANLY  objected  to  it,  unless  an  oppor- 
u  nity  should  be  afforded  to  ail  other  gentleman 
£  who  jnj|ht  wisji  to  explain. 


Mr.  HOLMES  was  understood  to  appeal  to  the 
courtesy  of  the  gest'eman  from  North  Carolina  to 
withdraw  his  objection.  He  (Mr.  H)  did  not  in- 
tend to  enter  into  any  argument  on  the  subject, 
but  merely  to  ask  a  simple  courteous  question. 

Mr.  STANLY  persisted  in  his  objection,  and 
desired  the  gentleman  to  wait  until  the  House 
should  go  again  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
when  any  remark  he  might  wish  to  make  would 
be  in  order. 

Some  discussion  of  a  conversational  character 
here  arose,  during  which  Mr.  CAMPBELL  of 
South  Carolina  rose,  and  hoped  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Holmes]  would  not  notice  any  remarks  the  gen* 
tleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Stanly]  had 
made  against  their  State.  For,  however  puissant 
the  member  from  North  Carolina  might  deem  him- 
self, he,  Mr.  C.  would  assure  him  that  his  arm  was 
too  short  to  reach  South  Carolina.  Mr.  C.  hoped 
that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Holmes]  would  never  no- 
tice any  thing  the  member  might  say  against  South 
Carolina,  but  to  adopt  the  course  he,  Mr.  C.  had 
resolved  to  do,  viz:  to  treat  the  member,  whenever 
he  spoke  against  that  State,  with  silent  contempt. 

Mr.  STANLY  rose,  and  holding  out  his  arm, 
said  it  was  long  enough  to  reach  any  gentleman  in 
the  House,  or  words  to  that  eff»ct. 

Much  confusion  here  arose,  with  considerable 
laughter,  and  it  was  with  some  difficulty  trjat  the 
Chair  succeeded  in  restoring  order. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  question  before 
the  House  was  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  EasTma^ 
last  night,  (and  daring  the  pendency  of  which  the 
House  adjourned,)  to  suspend  the  roW  for  the 
purpose  of  going  into  a  Committee  of  (be  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  taking  up  the  bill  to 
extend,  for  five  years,  the  act  approved  July  7, 
1838,  "granting  half-pay  and  pensions  to  certain 
widows." 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  asked  Mr.  East- 
man  to  withdraw  his  motion,  to  enable  him  to  re- 
port a  bill  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  17ih  instant,  instructing  that  committee  to  re* 
port  a  bill  making  the  necessary  appropriations  for 
fortifications,  naval  armaments,  and  other  necessa- 
ry preparations  to  place  the  country  in  a  proper 
state  of  defence. 

But  Mr.  EASTMAN  refusing, 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  suspending  the  rules,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  106,  nays  42. 

60  the  House  resolved  itrelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Evans 
in  the  chair,)  on  said  bill;  which  was  read,  as 
follows: 
A  BILL  to  extend,  for  five  years,  the  act  approved 

July  seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 

"granting  half  pay  and  pensions  to  certain  wi- 
dows." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  Slates  of  Americi  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  That  the  "Act  graniing  half-pay 
and  pensions  to  certain  widows,  approved  July 
seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  extended  and  declared  to  be  io 
full  force,  for  and  during  the  term  of  five  years 
from  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-one;  and  the  widows  al read  ly  pen- 
sioned under  said  act,  shall  receive  for  ani  during 
said  five  year-,  the  same  annuity  or  pension  t&at 
they  now  receive  by  virtue  of  said  act. 

Sac  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  'That  the  mar- 
riage of  the  widow,  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
for  whose  services  she  claims  a  pension  under  said 
act,  shall  be  no  bar  to  the  claim  of  such  widow 
to  the  benefit  of  said  act,  she  being  a  willow  at 
the  time  she  makes  application  for  such  pension. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  widows 
of  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  have  died  since  the 
passage  of  said  act,  or  shall  hereafter  die,  and  tfce 
widows  of  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  have  died 
since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  July  fourth,  eigh- 
teen hundred  thirty-six,  granting  half  pay  to  wi- 
dows and  orphans  in  certain  cases,  shall  be  entykd 
to  pensions  under  said  acs  respectively,  they,  be- 
ing otherwise  entitled  thereto,  and  widow^  at  fbe 
time  application  for  a  pension  is  made. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  briefly  recapitulated  tfuprQ 
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visions  of  the  bill;  and  concluded  by  saying  that  the 
question  of  pensions  for  Revolutionary  services 
was  well  understood  by  the  country,  and  it  was  not 
necessary  to  go  into  a  history  of  the  subject  at  the 
present  time.  He  therefore  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  passed  without  debate. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  HAND,  STAN- 
LY, and  MORGAN, 

Mr.  PROFFIT  moved  that  the  committee  rise 
and  report  the  bill  to  the  House;  but  the  motion  was 
not  seconded. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  strike  out  the 
first  two  sections,  after  the  enacting  clause,  and 
insert  as  follows: 

"That  the  widows  of  such  officers  and  soldiers 
as  have  died  since  the  passage  of  the  act  entitled 
4 'An  act  granting  half-pay  and  pensions  to  certain 
widows,"  approved  July  7, 1838,  or  shall  hereafter 
die,  and  the  widows  of  such  officers  and  soldiers  as 
have  died  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  July  4, 
1836,  granting  half-pay  to  widows  or  orphans  in 
certain  cases,  shall  be  entitled  to  pensions  under 
said  acts  respectively,  they  being  otherwise  entitled 
thereto;  and  a  second  marriage  shall  be  no  bar  to 
granting  a  pension  to  any  widow  ot  a  Revolution- 
ary officer  or  soldier,  she  being  a  widow  at  the  time 
of  her  application." 

Mr.  PECK  submitted  the  following  amendment: 
'  "Strike  out,  in  section  1,  last  line,  the  words  'that 
they  now  receive,'  and  insert  'to  which  they  were 
now  entitled.*" 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
MONROE,  TILLINGHAST.  PETRI  KIN,  W. 
THOMPSON,  REED,  and  JONES  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  PICKENS  protested  against  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  involving  so  great  an  amount  of  money, 
without  proper  estimates.  Where  were  the  docu- 
ments on  whieh  they  were  to  found  their  legisla- 
tion) He  hoped  the  committee  would  not  act  on 
such  loose  estimates.  Could  gentleman  be  aware 
of  the  consequences  which  would  arise  from  this 
large  system  of  pensions.  Were  they  prepared  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session  to  go  blindfolded  iuto 
a  measure,  drawing  upwards  of  two  millions  and 
a  half  from  the  Treasury.  For  his  part  he  would 
not  act  upon  so  important  a  subject,  without  proper 
and  correct  information. 

In  the  course  of  bis  remarks,  Mr.  P.  alluded  to 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Stanly  on  last  evening,  and  inti- 
mated that  he,  Mr.  P. would  have  to  excercise  proper 
caution,  or  he  would  have  the  misfortune  to  draw 
down  upon  himself|the  anger  of  that  vindictive  gen- 
tleman. And  for  fear  of  falling  under  that  gentle- 
man's puny  arm,  he  would  refrain  from  raying 
what  he  Intended.  Alluding  to  the  attack 
of  Mr.  Stanly  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  P.  intimated  that  the  mem- 
ber had  shot  his  dreaded  arrows  at  South  Carolina 
with  about  as  much  effect  as  the  ravage  who  let 
fly  his  arrows  at  the  sun.  The  member  had  bran- 
dished his  battle-axe  like  Richard,  and  strode  over 
the  whole  country,  dealing  vengeance  around.  The 
course  of  the  member  forcibly  reminded  him  of  the 
nursery  rhyme: 

« Who  shot  cock  robin? 
J,  said  the  sparrow, 
With  t*y  bow  and  arrow, 
/shot  cock  robin." 
Mr.  STANLY  replied,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
remarks,  expressed  his  conviction  ihat  his  "pigmy 
arm"  was  strong  enough  to  kill  a  dozen  such  cock 
robins  as  Mr.  Pickens. 
After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  BRIGGS, 
The   question   was   taxen  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Peck,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  after  calling  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  nature  of  the  amendment 
which  he  had  submitted,  give  way  to 

Bar.  HAND,  to  propose  an  amendment  viz:  in 
the  eighth  line,  first  section,  after  the  words  "alrea- 
dy pensioned"  the  words  "or  that  may  hereafter 
be  pensioned;"  and 
The  amendment  was  adopted. 
•Mr.  DAVIESof  Pennsylvania  expressed  him- 
self briefly  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Bar.  FILLMORE  moved  to  insert  after  the 
words  "such  officers  and  soldiers,"  the  words  ((of 
die  Revolution}  "which  amendment  was  adopted. 


The  question  was  then  taken,  by  teller?,  on  Mr. 
Underwood's  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative—ayes 61,  noes  89. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  sabmitted  the  following  amend- 
ment, viz:    - 

"Be  it  enacted,  That  the  provisions  of  the  act 
approved  7th  June,  1832,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving 
officers  and  soldieis  of  the  Revolution,"  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  extended  so  as  to  embrace  all  those 
officers  and  soldiers,  spies,  and  rangers,  who, 
under  one  or  more  engagements,  shall  have  served 
for  a  term  of  three  months  or  upwards  in  the  wars 
against  the  Indian  tribes  at  any  time  previous  to 
the  treaty  of  Greenville,  in  the  year  1795;  aad  on 
application  at  the  proper  Department,  and  proof 
thereof,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  have  their  names 
placed  on  the  pension  roll." 

Messrs.  HOPKINS,  HAND,  JOHNSON  of  Vir- 
ginia and  HALL,  severally  addressed  the  commit- 
tee; and 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  put,  and 
negatived— ayes  43,  noes  83 

Mr.  CRABB  offered  the  following  amendment; 
which  was  adopted: 

Sec.—.  Aid  be  U  Juriker  enacted,  That  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  directing  the  transfer  of  money 
unclaimed  by  certain  pensioners,  and  authorizing 
the  payment  of  the  same  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,"  approved  April  6,  1838,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  GRAVES  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment, which  was  read,  as  follows: 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  (he  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
States,  who  may  have  died  of  wounds  received  in 
the  service  of  the  country,  but  who  may  have  left 
the  service  previously  to  their  death,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  pension  as  though  they  bad  been  in 
the  service  at  the  time  of  their  death. 

Mr.  GRAVES  briefly  advocated  the  amendment, 
and  Mr.  HAND  opposed  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  GRAVES  submitted  another  amendment,  as 
follows: 

Be  U  father  enacted,  That  Mary  Barney,  widow 
of  Commodore  Barney,  shall  receive  during  her 
life,  the  same  pension  which  she  has  been  in  the 
receipt  of  up  to  the  discontinuance  of  her  late  pen- 
sion. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  but  no  quorum 
voting, 

And  it  being  now  half  past  3  o'clock, 

The  House  took  a  recess  until  4  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Mr.  EVANS,  who  was  in  the  chair  this  morning 
during  the  debate  between  Messrs.  Pickens  and 
Stably,  on  leave  recapitulated  the  ciscu instances 
udder  which  the  debate  took  place,  *iih  a  view  of 
correcting  any  misunderstanding  between  the  par- 
ties. He,  Mr.  E.  had  not  called  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  to  order,  because  he  un- 
derstood him  as  referring  to  the  arguments 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Stanly,)  and  as  intending  no  personal  application. 
This  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  bad  of 
course  a  right  to  do,  as  the  arguments  of  every 
gentleman  were  open  to  a' tack.  But  he,  Mr.  E. 
believed  that  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
had  misconceived  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  and  appeared  to  have  understood 
the  language  as  intended  to  apply  personally,  in- 
stead of  to  the  argument. 

Mr.  E.  then  appealed  to  Mr.  Pickens,  whether 
he  had  not  taken  a  correct  view  of  the  case. 

Mr.  PICKENS  on  being  thus  appealed  to,  said, 
in  substance,  that  he  had  indulged  in  ridicule  freely, 
but  within  the  limits  of  parliamentary  usage,  and 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  ridicule  was 
intended  to  apply  solely  to  the  arguments  of  the 
gentleman. 

On  a  similar  appeal  being  made  by  Mr.  EVANS 
to  Mr.  Stanly,  the  latter  observed,  in  tubstance, 
that,  at  the  time,  he  was  disposed  to  think  the  strong 
language  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
as  something  more  than  ridicule;  but  as  the  gentle- 
man had  disclaimed  any  personal  allusion,  he  [Mr. 
S.]  was  willing  to  take  the  remarks  as  they  were 


intended,  and  wished   his  language  in  reply  to  be 
understood  in  like  manner. 

[Evening  Session.] 
After  the  recess — 

The  bill  for  extending  the  act  granting  pensions 
to  certain  widows  and  orphans,  being  under  consi- 
deration in  Commmittee  of  the  Whole, 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Graves,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  submitted  a  farther  amend- 
ment merely  to  prevent  a  misconception  as  to  the 
meaning  of  a  portion  of  the  bill,  which  amendment 
was  concurred  in. 

There  being  no  further  amendments  proposed, 
the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  as  amend- 
ed to  the  House. 

And  the  question  being  on  agreeing  with  the 
several  amendments  by  the'  Committee  of   the 
Whole,  was  put  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
So  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 
The  bill  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to.be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 
And  the  bill  having  been  read  a  third  time, 
The  question  recurred  upon  its  passage. 
Mr.  DROMGOOLE  demanded   the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken  were  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Judsen  Allen,  Ander- 
son, Andrews,  Atherton,  Baker,  Beatty,  Black- 
well,  Boardman,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Burke,  Car- 
roll, Casey,  Cbinn,  Chittenden,  Clifford,  William 
R.  Cooper,  Cranston,  Cushing,  Davee,  Edward 
Davies,  John  Davis,  Garrett  Davis,  Dickerson, 
Doan,  Doe,  Earl,  Eastman,  Edwards,  Ely,  Evans, 
Everett,  Fillmore,  Fine,  Floyd,  Fornance,  Gal- 
braith,  Gate*,  Gerry,  Giddings,  Goggin,  Goode, 
Granger,  Graves,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hand,  John 
Hastings,  Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hoffman, 
Hunt,  James,  Keim,  Kempsball,  Kille,  Lane, 
Leadbetter,  Leet,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Lowell,  Mc- 
Carty,  McClellan,  McClure,  McCalloch,M.MaHory, 
Mason,  Medili,  Monroe,  Montanya,  Moore,  Nay- 
lor,  Newhard,  Oeborne,  Palen,  Parmenter,  Parria, 
Paynter,  Peck,  Randall,  Rariden,  Reed,  Reynolds, 
Rtdgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Russell,  Sergeant, 
Shaw,  Simonlon,  John  Smith,  Truman  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Stuart,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Trumbull,  Ven- 
der poel,  David  D.  Wegener,  Peter  J.  Wagner, 
Weller,  John  White,  Wick,  Jared  W-  Williams, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  and  Christopher  H.  Williams— 112. 
NAYS— Messrs.  Alford,  John  W.  Allen, 
Banks,  Beirne,  Black,  Brewster,  Sampson  H. 
Butler,  Connor,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Daw- 
son, Deberry,  Dromgoole,  Fisher,  Gentry,  Haber- 
sham, Hawkin?,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Jack- 
son, Jameson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 
Lucas,  McKay,  F.  Mallory,  Miller,  Morrow,  Nisbet, 
Pickens,  Rheit,  Rives,  James  Rogers,  Samuels, 
Shepard,  Stanly,  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  Waddy 
Thompson,  Underwood,  and  Warren — 42. 
So  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  asked  the  general  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  permit  him  to  lay  before  the 
House  a  number  of  joint  resolutions  and  memorials 
which  he  had  been  tor  a  long  time  receiving  from 
his  Legislature  on  a  variety  of  subjects. 

It  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  RUSSELL  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  SMITH  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
for  leave,  but  was  ruled  out  of  order  by  the 
Speaker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the 
House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  th?  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government 
for  1841. 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Stanlt  to  strike  out  the  enacting"  clause  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  RHETT  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  spoke  at 
great  length.    His  remarks  will  appear  hereafter. 

Mr.  UNDER WOODjiext  obtained  the  floor;  but 
gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise; 
which  prevailed. 
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The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  communications,  viz: 

L  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting, in  compliance  wiib  a  resolution  of  the 
House,  of  the  19th  alt.  statements  showing  a  com- 
parative view  of  the  average  cost  of  the  army 
proper,  for  each  individual,  taking  the  aggregate  of 
the  officers,  professors  of  the  Military  Academy, 
cadets,  and  enlisted  men  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1837, 1838,  1839,  and 
1840,  for  subsistence  to  soldiers,  clothing,  and 
quartermasters  and  medical  stores,  and  other  ar- 
ticles embraced  under  ihe  general  character  of  sap- 
plies  for  the  army  not  fixed  by  law,  esc. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

II.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
passed  the  35th  of  May,  1340,  reports  of  the  Pay- 
master Genera),  AdjQtant  General,  Commissary 
General  of  Subsi4cnce,and  Quartermaster  General, 
together  with  documents  in  relation  to  the  claims 
of  the  Territory  of  Iowa  for  the  expenses  of  a 
portion  of  the  militia  of  said  Territory,  called  into 
service  daring  the  aatamn  of  1839. 

Refetred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

III.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting the  annual  report  of  the  Colonel  of  Ord- 
nance, with  a  statement  showing  the  expenses  of 
the  national  armories,  and  of  the  arms,  Ac  made 
therein  during  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IV.  A  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
tsansmitring,  in  obedience  to  the  act  "to  promote 
the  useful  arts,"  his  annual  report. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 
And  then,  at  ten  minutes  past  7  o'clock, 
The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 

Saturday,  February  20,   1841. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  instant,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  suspension  of  payments  nnder  treaty 
with  me  Stoekbridge  and  Munsee  Indians;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  cf  Alabama  presented  a  memorial 
of  citizens  of  Morgan  county,  Alabama,  praying 
me  passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  citizens  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa,  pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  mail  route;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WILLI AM3  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
/  anrnber  of  the  citizens  of  Maine,  praying  the  en- 
*  actment  of  a  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  memorial  of  Sasan 
Dougherty;  w:  ich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claim j. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  wax  considered  and  agreed  to: 

ifetfved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  communi- 
cate to  the  Senate  the  number  of  claims  filed  before 
Ihe  Board  of  Commissioners  under  the  Cherokee 
treaty  of  1835,  '6,  for  compensation  under  said 
treaty  for  reservations  taken  by  the  claimants  or 
their  ancestors,  under  the  Cherokee  treaties  of  1817 
and  1819;  the  names  tf  the  claimants,  and  the 
amount  claimed  for  each  reservation;  the  numbsr 
of  reservoiian  claims  allowed  by  the  Board;  the 
amounts  severally  awarded,  the  aggregate  thereof, 
and  the  names  of  the  claimants  to  whom  awarded; 
the  number  of  reservation  claims  rejected  by  the 
Board;  the  amoants  severally  claimed,  the  aggre- 
gate thereof,  and  the  names  of  the  claimants.  Also, 
ihenomber  of  reservations  registered  for  under  said 
treaties  of  18 1 7  and  18 19.  That  he  also  communi- 
cate how  much  of  the  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars appropriated  under  the  third  supplemental  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  1835,  '6,  for  the  satisfaction  of 
reservation  claim? ,  has  been  applied  to  that  object, 
and  how  much  of  said  fund  remains  unexpended; 
whether,  in  his  opinion,  any,  and  what,  reservation 
or  other  claims  rejected  by  ihe  Board  of  Commis- 


sioners are,  from  the  evidence  on  file,  within  the 
equity  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1835,  '6. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  submitted  the  following  motion; 
wbieh  was  considered  and  agreed  to-. 

Refofocrf,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  inform  the 
Senate  what  progress  has  been  made  in  the  comple- 
tion of  the  census  of  1840;  whether  the  work,  or 
any  part  cf  it,  has  yet  been  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  printer  to  Congress,  as  required  by  the  laws; 
and  whether  the  printed  abstracts  may  be  expected 
to  ho  laid  before  Congress  during  its  present  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  resolution?, 
which  were  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Har- 
risonville,  sou  in,  to  Charlottesville,  on  the  south 
side  of  Merriderine  river,  fifteen  miles  above  the 
Harmony  mission,  in  the  Stale  of  Missouri.. 

Retclved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Uoads  be  instructed  to  inquire  Into  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  mail  ronte  from  Little 
Osage  along  the  western  line  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, so  as  to  intersect  the  route  terminating  at 
Clemmons's  office  in  Jasper  county,  fifty-fire  miles. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  some  days 
sine*  by  Mr.  Phelp.*,  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tressury  be 
directed  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  any  money 
has  been  paid  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  to  any  person  whose  nam  3  is  included  in  a 
list  of  balances  standing  on  the  books  of  the  Trea- 
sury, which  have  remained  unsettled  by  receivers 
of  public  moneys  more  than  three  years  prior  to 
the  30th  September,  1839;  and  if  any  money  has 
been  paid  to  any  such  receivers)  to  whom,  with  the 
amount  and  date  of  each  payment;  and,  also,  when 
the  sums  constituting  such  balances  against  any  re- 
ceiver were  severally  received  by  him,  if  there  be 
such  information,  and  if  not,  when  such  balances 
were  reported  against  such  receivers  upon  the  books 
of  that  Department. 

Mr.  NORVELL  moved  to  take  up  the  resolu 
tion  relative  to  the  admission  of  ladies  to  the  privi- 
leged seats  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table  on  Thursday.     The  motion  was 
disagreed  to— ayes  17,  noes  26. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NORVELL,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bi  1  authorizing  the  erection 
of  certain  light-houses  and  light-boats,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  certain  buoys  and  beacon  light<,  and 
after  various  amendments  had  been  adopted,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  Hou  e  bill  further  to  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  for  the  payment  of  horses  and 
other  property  U  st  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  Stater;  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  lead- 
ing, and  then  read  a  third  time,  and  pas>ed. 

The  House  bill  to  extend  for  five  years  the  act, 
approved  July  7, 1838,  granting  half  pay  and  pen- 
sions to  certain  widows,  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  en  Pensions. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  allowance  of  invalid 
pensions  to  certain  Cherokee  warriors,  under  th* 
provisions  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1835;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McLeod;  were 
severally  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

The  Honse  bill  concerning  navy  pensiens  and 
half  pay,  was  taken  up,  and  after  various  amend- 
ments had  bten  adopted,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
WALKER,  laid  on  the  tabic  for  the  present. 

The  Senate  then,  in  pursuance  to  the  order  of 
yesterday,  proceeded  to  the 

ELECTION  OP  PRINTER. 

Mr.  MANGUM  announced  his  intention  of  not 
voting. 

The  ballots  having  been  counted,  the  VICE 
PRESIDENT  announced  the  result  a«  follows: 

For  Blair  and  Rives,  26 

P.  P.  Bla'R,  1 

So  Blair  snd*Rivcs  were  declared  to  be  duly 
elected  Printers  of  the  Senate  for  the  27th  Con- 
gress. 


[Mr.  Nicholson  (Dem.)  and  Mr.  Barns  (Fed.) 
were  absent  when  the  vote  was  taken] 

REPEAL  OF  THE  INDEPENDENT  TREASURY. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Clay  of  Ken* 
tucky  for  the  repeal  of  the  Independent  Treasury 
law,  with  the  amendment  proposed  by  Axles?,  waa 
taken  up,  and  Mr.  CLAY  addressed  the  Senate  in 
favor  of  its  adoption. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  after  a  few  remarks  in  explana- 
tion of  the  motion  he  was  about  to  make,  moved 
to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  but  withdrew 
it  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  CLAY,  who  briefly  replied  te  Mr.  Alia*. 
Mr.  WILLIAMS  and  Mr.  WALKER  followed, 
assigning  their  reasons  for  the  votes  they  were  about 
to  give. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  said,  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  ordered,  and  as  the  resolutions  of  hie 
States  which  it  bceame  his  duty  to  present  to  the 
Senate  a  few  days  since,  had  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion to  be  voted  upon,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  say 
something  before  recording  the  vote  which  be  should 
give.  The  resolution  now  uoder  consideration,  in- 
structs Ihe  Committee  on  Finance  to  biing  in  a  bill 
to  repeal  the  act  passed  last  year,  called  the  Inde- 
pendent Treasury  bill;  and  it  will  be  recollected 
that  one  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Maine,  now  in  session,  declares,  "that  the 
act  of  Congress  in  relation  to  tbe  collection,  keep- 
ing, »nd  disbursing  the  public  money,  approved  on 
the  4th  of  July  last,  commonly  denominated  the 
Independent,  or  Sub  Tieasury  act,  was  uncalled 
for  by  the  people,  and  is  against  the  genius  of  our 
free  institutions,  tending  to  substitute  a  metallic  for 
our  present  mixed  currency,  and  ought  forthwith 
to  be  repealed;"  and  another  resolution  is,  "that  the 
honorable  Reael  Williams,  previous  to  his  election 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  having  declared 
and  published  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  elected  to 
carry  into  effect  the  will  of  bis  constituents,  if  he 
is  instructed  wbat  that  will  is,  or  resign  his  trust— 
we,  therefore,  hereby  instinct  him  that  the  forego- 
ing resolutions  express  the  will  of  his  constituents.1' 
Intending  to  obey  the  instructions  of  tbe  Legisla- 
ture, when  given  as  such,  or  resign  his  trust,  Mr. 
W.  said  tbe  question  was,  whether  or  not  the  reso- 
lutions of  his  State  were  instructions  to  hrm  how 
he  should  vote  upon  this  or  any  other  of  the  sub- 
jects named  in  the  resolutions.  Some  one  should 
be  responsible  to  the  people  for  every  vote  given  by 
a  Senator  upon  this  floor,  and  tjiat  ^responsibility 
should  not  be  uncertain,  or  line  subject  of  contest  be- 
tween the  Senator  and  the  Legislature,  if  it 
should  happen  that  the  vote  should  prove 
wrong  or  adverse  to  the  public  good.  A 
Senator  must  be  held  responsible  to  his  con- 
stituents and  to  his  country  for  all  votes  may 
give,  unless  he  can  say  and  prove  that  he  gives  the 
vote  under  the  instructions  of  his  Legislature,  and 
in  such  case  the  vote  so  given  is,  virtually,  not  his 
vo'e,  but  the  vole  of  the  Legislature;  in  which  case 
the  responsibility  attending  it  is  upon  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  they  are  responsible  to  the  people  for  it, 
and  not  the  Senator.  In  this  view  of  the  case, 
Mr.  W.  said  he  could  not  regard  the  resolutions  of 
his  Legislature  as  instructing  him  how  to  vote  upon 
this  or  any  of  the  subjects  named  in  them,  and  he 
was  confirmed  in  this  be'ief  that  they  were  not  such 
instructions  as  would  change  the  responsibility  of 
ih?  votes  he  might  give,  from  himself  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, by  tbe  opinion  of  those  in  whose  judgment  he 
had  great  confidence.  If,  said  Mr.  W.  the  Legis- 
latire  of  his  State  desired  him  to  vote  for  or 
against  any  measure,  it  was  only  for  them  to  say 
so,  in  terms  not  liable  to  dispute  or  question,  and 
be  would  c  bij  or  resign.  He  only  wished  the  in- 
structions to  be  in  such  language  as  would  autho- 
rize him  to  say,  now  and  hereafter,  that  the  votes  he 
should  give  under  instructions,  were  the  votes  di- 
rected by  hit  Legislature,  and  for  which  they,  end  net 
he ,  were  retponsible  to  their  common  masters. 

Are  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Maine, 
then,  to  be  regarded  as  such  instructions  as  would 
make  the  Legislature  responsible  to  the  people  of 
Maine  for  any  consequences  which  may  result 
from  tbe  adoption  of  the  various  measures  they 
recommend?  Did  the  majority  of  the  Legislature 
which  passed  tbe  resolutions  contemplate  or  in- 
tend to  assume  any  suet  responsibility?  H*  ***•!** 
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Adt,  because  ill  terms  they  are  sol  such,  and  he 
had  seen  in  the- reports  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
Legislature,  while  the  resolution*  were  under  con- 
sideration) that  the  same  majority  which  parsed 
them,  refused,  by  a  vote,  taken  by  ayes  and  noes, 
to  adopt  an  amendment  then  proposed  to  precede 
the  words  "the  honorable"  in  these  word*:  'believ- 
ing the  doctrines  of  instructions  to  be  founded  in 
sound  sense  and  enlightened  reason,  and  holding 
firmly  to  the  opinion  that  tt  is  the  duty  of  the  elected 
to  obey  the  will  of  the  electors,  or  else  to  resign  the 
trust  confided  to  his  cart.*'  Again,  if  the  majority 
intended  to  instruct,  and  to  make  themselves  re- 
sponsible for  votes  given  in  conformity  with  the 
resolutions,  why  did  they  not  do  it  in  terms  not 
liable  to  misconception  or  dispute?  Why  "instruct 
him  that  the  foregoing  resolutionsexpress  the  will  of 
his  const  taunts,"  and  nothing  more?  Suppose  (said 
Mr.  W.)  his  vote  should  be  given  in  aecordarce 
with  what  the  Legislature  declare  to  be  the  will  of 
his  constituents,  and  it  should  prove  that  such  was 
not  the  wilt  of  his  constituent*,  or  (hat  ruinous  con- 
sequences  should  result  from  such  a  vote;  and  upon 
being  catted  to  account  for  thus  voting,  he  should 
attempt  to  screen  himself  from  the  responsibility  of 
the  vote,  and  cast  it  upon  the  Legislature  of  his 
Slate,  could  he  do  it?  Might  not  the  majority  well 
say  that  by  the  resolutions  they  meant  to  instruct 
him  what  they  considered  and  held  to  be  the  will 
of  his  constituents,  and  then  leave  him  te  act  upon 
his  town  responsibility?  and  that  they  had  no  idea 
of  responsibility  farther  than  lo  express  their  c  pi- 
nion  of  the  will  of  his  constituents? 

But,  continued  Mr.  W.  it  may  be  said  that,  al- 
though the  Legislature  had  not  instructed,  or  in- 
tended to  instruct  him,'m  such  manner  as  to  make 
them  resf  dnsible  for  the  votes  he  might  give  pursu- 
ant to  their  resolutions,  still  it  was  his  duty  to  obey 
or  resign,  m  consequence  of  his  answers  to  certain 
questions  published  near  the  time  of  his  first  elec- 
tion to  the  Senate,  and  alluded  to  in  the  resolutions. 
Is  this  so?  To  determine  this  point,  the  question 
'and  answer  should  both  be  considered,  and  they 
are  these.  Question— "Is  it  the  right  of  the  people, 
through  their  Representatives,  to  instruct  their  pub- 
lic servants,  and  direct  their  action  upon  all  mat- 
ters of  general  interest;  and  is  it,  or  is  it  not,  the 
imperative  duty  of  such  public  servants  to  obey 
such  instructions,  or  give  up  the  trusts  confided  to 
them?"  Answer— "I  regard  the  elected  as  the 
agent  of  the  electors.  By  the  election,  a  confi- 
dence is  reposed  in  the  agent,  and  he  is  to  act, 
in  me  absence  of  instructions,  according  to  his 
best  judgment  and  discretion,  when  instructed,  he 
is  to  vote  the  will  of  his  constituents,  if  he  can  con- 
acientioudy— if  not,  to  resign  bis  trust,  and  thereby 
put  it  in  the  power  of  thoiewho  gave  him  rower, 
to  cause  their  will  to  be  obeyed,"  Taking  the 
Question  and  answer  together,  is  there  any  thing 
in  them  to  change  or  enlarge  the  doctrine  of  in- 
structions as  generally  received  and  understood? 
What  is  there  in  this  answer  beyond  admitting  ih«? 
right  of  the  Legislature  to  instruct  their  public 
agents,  and  tired  their  tdion  npon  all  matters  of 
general  interest,  and  the  duty  of  the  agent,  when 
thus  instructed  and  United,  to  obey  or  resign? 

For  himself,  be  would  say  that  nothing  more 
was  intended,  and  that  he  could  not  see  how  others 
could  fairly  make  any  think  more  of  it.  Mr.  W. 
added  that  the  Legislature  of  his  State  were  now 
in  session,  and  would  have  ample  opportunity  to 
instruct  him  and  direct  his  ac'ion  upon  any  sub- 
jects of  general  interest  they  might  choc  se,  before 
.any  action  could  be  had  by  Co  ogress  upon  such 
subjects;  and  if  they  shall  take  the  responsibility 
of  the  votes  which  they  may  direct  him  to  give,  he 
ahould  promptly  obey  or  resign. 

Mr.  SEVIER  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  re- 
hewed  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
giving  notice  he.  would  not  withdraw  it  for  friend 
or  foe. 

,  The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  reso- 
lution  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— 
ayes  27,  noes  25,  as  follow*: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert, 
Jwttoo,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lnmpkin,  Mouton, 
JfKarfsoa,  Norvel),  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Se- 


vier, Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Wall,  Willi ims,  Wright,  and  Young— 27. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Biyard,  Bates,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky,  C'ayion,  Criitenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Hen- 
derson, Huntington,  Ker,  Knight,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Nicholas,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rivr s,  Rne;giei,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge,  Webster,  and  White— 25. 

Mr.  LINN  then  moved  that  the  Senate  prrceed 
to  the  consideration  of  bills  connected  with  the 
Tetritories.  and,  after  a  few  remarks  from  Mr. 
BUCHANAN  in  favor  of  the  motion,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERRICK  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he 
would  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  re- 
charter  of  th?  banks  of  the  District. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  running  and  marking  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  a  tract  of'  land  reserved 
for  the  h*lf- breeds  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes  of  In- 
dian?; and 

The  bill  granting  to  the  county  of  Johnson,  in 
the  Territory  of  Iowa,  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
a  tract  of  land  for  a  s;at  of  justice  for  said  coun- 
ty; and  repealing  the  second  section  of  an  act,  ap- 
proved the  3d  day  of  March,  1639,  entitled  "An 
act  making  a  c'oaaticn  of  land  to  the  Territory  of 
Iowa,  for  th?  purpose  of  erecting  public  buildings 
thereon; 

were  severally  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  aud  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Trie  Senate  thru  vent  into  Executive  session. 

And  then  adjourned.     - 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
SAToaoAV,  February  20,  1841. 

As  soon  a<?  tr>e  jonrnal  had  been  read, 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  moved  to  amend  the 
journal,  as  follows: 

"Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana  asked  the  general  con- 
sent of  the  Hou.-e  to  allow  bim  to  lay  betore  the 
House,  and  have  printed,  a  number  of  joint  resolu- 
tions which  had  been  accumulating  on  his  hands 
from  his  Legislature. 

•'I i  being  objected  to  by  Mr.  Russell, 

"Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rulrs  for 
the  purpose  of  leave;  which  was  ruled  out  of  order 
by  the  Ckatr. 

"Mr.  John  W.  Jonss  having  obtained  the  floor, 
moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union." 

Mr.  SMITH  sajd  he  wished  his  motion  to  ap- 
pear on  the  journal,  that  he  had  attempted,  as  he 
had  frequently  attempted,  to  obtain  the  floor  for 
that  purp  se.  He  thought  it  due  to  his  Siate.  and 
especially  ti  himself,  as  ihey  were  in  his  opinion 
inteaded  for  himself  and  others  of  his  colleagues 
who  act  herf  politically  with  him. 

Mr.  CRAB6  and  Mr.  LINCOLN  objected  to  the 
phcing  of  this  motion  on  <he  journal,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  unusual,  and  if  indulged  in,  would  swell 
it  to  an  enormous  s  ze . 

Mr.  SMITH  replied,  though  it  was  unusual, 
and  p  rhap<  improper,  he  could  have  it  appear  on 
the  journal  by  calling  for  the  ayes  and  noes;  but  he 
said,  as  the  time  of  the  House  was  precious,  and 
the  session  far  spent,  he  would  withdraw  the  pro- 
position to  amen  1;  but  gave  notice  that  he  would 
take  every  opportunity  to  Introduce  them,  and  he 
hoped  tbeJSouse  would  afford  that  opportunity. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  said  that  as  this  was  one  of  the 
days  sets  apart  for  the  consideration  of  private  bills, 
he  would  move  that  the  day  be  devoted  to  the  pur- 
pofe. 

The  SPEAKER  suggested  that  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  was  necessary. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule*. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  hoped  that  the  motion 
would  not  prevail,  as  there  were  but  a  few  days  of 
the  session  now  remaining  in  which  to  transact  the 
public  business. 

The  question  was  cnen  taaen— yeas  79,  nays  68, 
not  two  thirds 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

CTVH,  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  House 
then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Lincoln  in  the 


chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriation  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expense*  of  the  Government  for  toe  year  1841. 
The  question  pending  being  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Stanly  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause- 
Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  beirg  entitled  to  the  tfo<5r, 
observed,  after  some  intrrductory  remarks,  that 
his  object  was  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
and  the  country  to  abuses  which  ought  to  and  might 
bs  corrected  to  a  great  exten*,  if  Congress  would 
act  properly  on  the  subject  now  before  (hem;  and 
after  saying  that  he  had  s-orrie  amendments  which 
he  intended  to  offer,  alluded  to  the  waste  of  time  by 
members  of  the  House,  in  raising  useless  questions 
of  order  and  calling  the  yeas  and  nays,  as  one  of 
these  abuses.  He  also  r,  ferred  to  the  fact  that  the 
postmaster  of  th*  city  of  New  York  received,  in 
addition  to  his  salary,  by  perquisites  from  box  rent 
and  branch  post  offices,  the  sumt>f  twenty-six  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum — one  thousand  dollars 
•acre  than  the  salary  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  In  relation  to  custom  houses,  Mr.  U. 
would  mt  sneak  of  those  in  Charleston,  Boston, 
New  Orleans,  Philadelphia,  and  other  cities,  but 
would  merely  point  to  the  custom-house  of  New 
York,  &nd  by  that,  gentlemen  might  make  their 
estimates  ii  respect  to  those  of  other  cities  of 
the  Unun.  It  appeared  from  documentary 
evidence  that  the  collector  of  the  customs,  the 
naval  officer,  and  the  surveyor  of  the  port,  received 
$14,000  each  from  the  condemnation  of  a  single 
im porta' ion;  and  the  collector,  in  addition  to  his 
salary,  etc  ia  one  year,  amassed  the  enormous  sum 
of  thirty-nine  thousand  dollars! 

Mr.  U.  after  some  suggestions  respecting  the  cus- 
toms F*id  tn*t  m  no  possible  way  could  the  re- 
venue for  the  coming  year  amount  to  any  thing 
like  what  was  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  and  for  that  reason,  Mr.  U.  said  we 
ought  to  husband  our  resource*,  so  far,  at  least,  as 
this  Cjngres  was  concerned,  because  he  appre- 
hended there  won  Id  be  a  deficit  in  the  Treasury. 
He  would  not  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  tariff, 
duties  on-  wines  and  silks,  etc.;  that  would  be  pre- 
mature; and  in  effect,  remarked  that  the  duties  on 
.all  the  articles  that  entered  into  the  consumption  of 
the  people  ought  to  be  so  equalized  as  to  make  the 
burdens  of  Government  fall  equally  upon  all. 

Mr.  U.  expressed  his  opinion  that,  to  accomplish 
the  objects  lor  which  this  Government  was  esta- 
blished, it  was  necessary  to  diminish  the  number 
of  Representatives  in  the  House  to  one  half — to  a 
business  Mandard;  and  after  illustrating  his  argu- 
ment, said  that,  as  the  Hnuse  was  now  constituted, 
it  was  impossible  to  transact  the  public  business 
with  any  degree  of  expedition. 

Mr.  U.  said  the  presumed  conduct  of  the  next 
Administration,  snd  a  number  of  important  ques- 
tion?— the  public  lands,  internal  improvements,  as 
well  as  the  tariff,  had  been  made  the  subjects  of 
dhcussion  in  the  Hou?e.  It  had  been  said  by  a 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Duncan]  that  the  dead 
march  would  be  played  over  General  Harrison  and 
the  Wh;g  party  in  1844.  That  was  Lochielv 
warning;  and,  said  Mr.  U.  it  ought  to  come  topa«s 
unless  the  Wh;g  party  adhere  to  the  principles 
which  they  promulgated  before  the  election.  But  if 
you  will  carry  out  the  principles  which  brought 
you  into  power — if  you  will  make  an  In- 
dependent Treasury  in  fact,  let  Congress  ap- 
point the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  amend 
the  Constitution  so  as  to  appoint  the  Postmaster 
General  in  the  same  way.  If  yon  allow  them  to 
be  independent  men,  requiring  them  to  look  into 
laws,  and  not  to  the  White  Houce,  for  a  definition 
of  their  duties,  your  administration  will  be  glorioaw. 
Mr.  U.  said,  he  would  belong  to  a  party  so  long 
as  it  fought  for  principle;  but  so  soon  as  they  should 
scramble  for  the  spoils,  he  was  off.  He  never  be- 
longed to  such  a  party,  and  never  would.  Bat  ha 
believed  the  coming  Administration  would  adnesw 
to  its  policy,  and  carry  ooc  the  great  principles  for 
which  its  friends  had  contended. 

Mr.  U.  was  in  favor  of  a  distribution  of  tbc 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  auditor  a 
National  Bank.  If  that  could  not  be  established, 
he  would  agree  so  to  amend  the  8ub-Treasnry  haw, 
Ihat  every  man  might  there^deposite  a  srrver  dollar, 
and  receife  a  Government  hill  in  return  forrk  heir. 
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9.  contended  it  was  the  boonden  duty  of  Govern- 
■eat  to  furnish  the  people  with  such  a  currency  as 
could  be  need  for  the  purposes  of  exchange;  and 
concluded  his  remarks  (of  which  this  is  necessarily 
tat  a  brief  sketch)  by  adverting  to  the  subject  cf 
the  public  lands. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  said  he  had  a  few  words  to 
■ay  on  fee  question  before  the  Cniia;  for  it  appear- 
ed, according  to  the  course  of  gentlemen,  that  the 
good  old-fashioned  rale  of  speaking  to  the  subject 
before  them  was  to  be  exploded. 

Mr.  b.  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  some  of  the  ar- 
guments of  the  last  sneaker  in  relation  to  a  redac- 
tion of  the  number  of  members,  etc. 

Without  concluding,  Mr.  S.  gave  wsy  to  a  mo- 
tion that  the  committee  rise;  which  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

So  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  progress. 

A  motion  was  thtn  made  to  adjourn  until  Mon- 
day next 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  demanded  the  yeas  and 
»ayus  which  were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  76, 
nays  60. 

And,  at  twenty  minutes  to  four  o'clock,  the  House 
adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  February  22,  1841. 
Mr.  WRITE  presented  resolutions  passed  by 
me  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana  in  favor  of 
a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
pub!  c  lands,  and  in  favor  of  sop  porting  the  Gtne- 
lal  Government  by  duties  on  imports,  and  not  by 
direct  taxation.  The  resolutions  were  read,  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAT  of  Kentucky  presented  the  memori- 
al of  citizen*  of  Bast  Tennessee,  praying  the  impo- 
sition of  doty  on  foreign  s'llrs,  and  of  counter- 
vailing duties;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  the  memorial  of  Levi 
Owen,  and  others,  of  I.linois,  praying  the  opinion 
of  Oongrrss  as  to  the  troe  meaning  and  construc- 
tion of  the  Consutotion,topehing  the  right  of  properly 
in  slaves,  the  right  of  the  States  to  issue  bills  of 
credit,  end  the  power  of  Congress  to  create  a  Na- 
tional Bank. 

.  Mr.  Y.  vouched  for  the  great  respectability  of 
the  memorialists,  though  their  opinions  mght, 
to  some,  appear  singular.  The  memorial  was  laid 
oh  the  tables 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial  of 
efr'sena  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  a  general 
bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  two  memorials  of  ci- 
tizens of  the  county  of  Erie,  State  of  New  York, 
and  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Alex- 
ander, in  the  same  State,  remonstrating  against  the 
ratification  and  execution  of  the  la'e  treaty  with  the 
Seneca  Indians;  which  *ere  referred  to  thi  Com- 
anitlee  on  Indian  A  flails,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  P.  also  presented  the  petition  of  John  Pope; 
ras  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 


Mr.  HENDERSON  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Mississippi,  asking  that  a  River 
Land  District  may  be  established  in  that  S  ate; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lie  Land*. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
fihoemaker;  when  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pension?. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  the  Committee  on 
Conumerce  was  discharged  from  the  farther  consi- 
deration of  the  memorial  of  the  Legis?aure  of  Lou- 
saiana,  respecting  the  placing  of  buoys  at  the  mouths 
of  the  Mississippi— a  bill  having  been  already 
pavaaed  on  this  subject. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Iowa  to  increase  the  jurisdiction  of 
justices  cf  the  peace  in  civil  eases; 

The  bill  to  provide  for  running  and  making  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  a  tiact  of  land  reserved 
for  the  half-breeds  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes  of  In- 


The  bill  granting  to  the  county  of  Johnson,  in 
the  Territory  of  Iowa,  the  right  cf  pre-emption  to 
*  tract  of  land  Ibr  a  seat  of  justice  in  said  conn-' 


ty;  and  repealing  the  second  section  of  an  act,  ap- 
proved the  31  day  of  March,  1839,  entitled  "An 
act  making  a  donation  of  land  to  ins  Territory  of 
Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public  baildiogs 
thereon; 

.  The  bill  to  provide  for  the  allowance  of  invalid 
pensions  to  certain  Cherokee  warriors,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1835;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McLeod;  were  se- 
verally read  a  third  time,  and  passe  J. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  asked  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain  federal 
officers  in  elections,  and  explained  and  advocated 
the  propriety  of  the  bill,  concluding  with  a  wish 
that  a  test  vote  might  be  made  on  granting  leave. 

He  was  followed  in  the  debate  by  Messrs.  NOR- 
VBLL,  WRIGHT,  CLAY  of  Kentucky,  CAL- 
HOUN, BUCHANAN,  CUTHBERT,  and  PRES* 
TON. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Preston's  remarks  much 
noise  was  made  in  one  of  the  galleries  by  the 
stamping  of  feet  and  clapping  of  hands. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  demanded  that  the  gal* 
lery  should  be  cleared. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  also  insisted  that  the  gallery 
should  be  cleared. 

Several  other  Senators  joined  in  the  request. 

Mr.  CLAY:  Spare  the  ladies—they  fcave  not 
sinned.    I  hope  thrv  may  be  suffered  to  remain. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said  the  noise  proceeded  from 
the  eastern  gallery;  and  he  or  his  friends  had  no 
wish  to  di.torb  the  ladies. 

The  eastern  gallery  was  then  cleared;  and 

Mr.  CALHOUN  having  made  some  remaiks  on 
th-  bill,  the  question  was  taken  en  granting  leave 
to  introduce  it,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative 
— ayes  14,  noes  26,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Graham,  Henderson,  Hun* 
tingloo,  Mangom,  M«rrick,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives.  Southard,  and  Ta'lmadge — 14. 

NAYS— Messrs,  Allen,  Anderson,  Beaton,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthb^t, 
Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mo o ton, 
Nicholson,  Norvell,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wright,  and 
Young- 26. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  the  Senate: 

"Washington,  Feb.  39,  1841. 
"Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

Vice  President  of  the  United  State?: 

"Sin:  It  Is  the  object  of  this  letter  to  make  known 
to  the  Senate  the  resignation  of  my  seat  a*  one  of 
the  Senators  from  Massachusetts,  having  already 
informed  the  Executive  of  that  8  a'e  that  from  this 
day  my  place  would  be  vacant. 

"In  retiring  from  a  situation  in  wh'ch  s->  con- 
siderable a  part  of  my  life  has  been  passed,  1  nope 
I  may  be  permitted  to  exp  ess  my  high  respect  for 
the  body  of  which  I  have  been  a  memb .  r,  the  inte- 
rest I  shall  ever  feel  in  the  preservation  of  its  cha- 
racter and  dignity,  and  my  cordial  wishes  for  the 
health  and  happiness  cf  all  those  with  whom  1  have 
been  associaied. 

(kWith  much  personal  regard,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

D   WEBSTER  » 

When  the  letter  had  been  read, 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  and  Mr.  WRIGHT  simulta- 
aeouily  rose,  bnt  the  former  gentleman  ob'ainios  th? 
floor,  expressed  hi*  regret  that  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  was  not  present  to  exp'ain  or  retract 
certain  opinions  heretofore  et pressed  by  him  on  a 
subject  of  vital  interest  to  the  Southern  section  cf 
the  Union. 

An  animated  debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs. 
CLAY  of  Kentucky,  PRE3TON,  CUTHBERT, 
and  RIVES,  participated,  and  which  was  termi- 
nated by  a  successful  motion  for  adjournment. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mondat,  February  99,  1841. 
Mr.  LANE  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for 
(he  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 


confirming  to  the  State  of  Indiana  certam  lands  for 
canal  purposes. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  CLIFFORD, 

Mr.  LANE  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  include 
the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  expenses 
of  an  exploration  and  survey  of  a  portion  of  the 
Northeastern  boundary  line. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  chairman  of  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  expressed  his  willing- 
ness that  one  hour  should  be  devoted  to  these  bills 
after  which  time  he  should  feel  bound  to  insfrt  on 
the  further  execution  of  the  special  order  on1  the 
general  appropriation  bill.  " 

NATIONAL  DEFENCES. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  (Mr.  Lanx  having 
given  way  for  that  purpose,)  reporitdkbill,  in 
compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  House, 
making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifieat  6ns  'of 
the  United  States  generally  for  the  year  184*1,  fend 
for  armament  of  fortification?;  also,  for  raisins  a 
company  of  sappers,  miners,  and  pontnnieis,  and 
appropriating  $500,000  fcr  sreim  rhipi  <  f  war. 
The  amount  proposed  by  the  bill  to  be  appropriated 
s  $1,678,000. 

The  bill  wa*  read  a  first  and  second  time,  ano*, 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  THOMP  ON,  it  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  a'ate  of 
the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  J 

The  question  was  then  tak«*n  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules;  which  was  decided  in  the  af&r- 
ma  ive;  and 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union — Mr.  Banks 
in  the  chair— and  proceeded  to  the  cousiJeratiud  of 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  confirm  to  the  State  of 
Indiana  the  land  selected  by  her  for  that  portion  of 
the  Wabadi  and  Erie  canal  which  lies  between 
the  mouth  of  the  Tippecanoe  river  and  Terre  Hau'e,  ' 
and  for  other  purposes." 

INDIANA    CANAL     LAND3     AND    NORTHEASTERN 
BOUNDARY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

At  the  instance  of  Mr.  PROFFIT,  the  r^ort  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  of  the  Senate  en 
on  the  *  object  was  read;  and  the  bill  was  then  laid 
aside  to  be  reported  to  the  Houfe. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  "bill  to  make  farther  provision  for  the 
expenses  of  an  exploration  and  survey  of  that 
part  of  the  Northeastern  boundary  line  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  which  separates  the  8rates'of  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire  from  the  British  Provinces." 

When  this  bill  was  under  consideration  on  the 
13  h  instant,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Undtr- 
wood  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  $75,000,  the 
amount  proposed  to  be  appropriated,  and  ir^ertipg 
$37,500  Mr.  PetriM!*,  on  th*»?ameday,  muv-U. 
to  reduce  the  appropriation  to  $12,000. 

Mr.  PROPFIT  said  he  believed  he  was  entitlrd 
to  the  floor  when  the  bill  was  up  before.  Since 
that  time  he  had  paid  some  attention  to  the  bill, 
and  was  convinced  t> at  the  sum  contemplated  to 
be  appropriated  was  necessary  for  the  purpose. 
He,  therefore,  thould  withdraw  opposition  in  every 
shape,  and  he  w<  uld  vote  for  the  bill.  He  had  as- 
certained that  there  were  three  lines  to  be  run  in- 
scad  of  one. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  expressed  the  hope  that  he 
might  have  the  attention  of  the  committee  for  a 
few  minutes,  while  he  made  a  brief  explanation  of 
the  necessity  of  the  appropriation  asked  for  in  the 
bill  under  consi  !c ration.  He* believed  it  would  b»» 
wholly  unsafe  to  reduce  the  amount,  and  he  cm  Id 
not  doubt  that  all  would  concur  win  him  when  the 
facts  of  the  ca«e  were  fully  understood.  Before  he 
at  empted  to  explain  the  estimate*  which  had  been 
submitted  by  the  commissioners,  he  de-tired  to 
make  one  or  two  remarks  in  reference  to  the  posi- 
tion which  the  State  he  in  part  represented,  occu- 
pied in  regard  to  this  survey  and  exploration.  He 
wished  to  remind  the  committee  that  neither  the 
people  nor  the  authorities  of  Maine  have  ever  a* ked 
this  Government  to  i  istitute  it;  and  he  did  not 
know  as  it  would  be  g^ing  too  ftr  to  say  it  was  not 
desired  by  his  State  at  the  time  it  was  first  recom- 
mended, or  when  that  recommendation  received 
the  sanction  of  Congress.  At  that  time  the  Execu- 
tive of  Maine  was  pressing  upon  this  Government 
the  performance  of  its  constitutional  obligations  to 
protect  the  State  against  invasion  from  a  foreign 
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foe.  If  the  wishes  of  the  Si  ate  bad  been  consulted,  . 
a  military  occupation  of  the  territory  in  dis- 
pute, under  the  authority  of  th«  United 
States,  in  all  probability  would  hare  re- 
moved the  necessity  which  may  now  be  sup- 
posed to  exkt,  lo  take  any  steps  to  count* - 
net  the  influence  of  the  ex  parte  exploration  cf 
British  agents.  But,  sir,  what  answer  did  (he  ac- 
tion of  Congress  instituting  this  survey  g;ve  to  the 
authorities  of  Maine,  as  a  reply  to  the  demand  to 
repel  the  invaders  from  its  soil?  It  amounts  to  thi\ 
in  my  estimation :  England  is  a  great  and  baughy 
power;  if  the  request  made  should  be  immediately 
granted,  there  is  danger  that  the  peaceful  relations 
between  the  two  countries  may  be  interrupted;  it 
has  become  important  to  institute  a  counter  survey, 
to  be  made  the  basis  of  another  effort  (fruitless  he 
feared  it  would  be)  to  convince  L  >rd  Palmerston 
of  the  preposterous  character  of  the  British  claim. 
Tnis  suivey  is  not  necessary  to  convince  the  people 
of  Maine  of  their  rights;  they  understand  them  full 
wall;  nor  is  it  necessary  to  enable  this  Government 
to  judge  of  the  rightful  character  of  their  claim  un- 
der the  treaty  of  1783.  Every  branch  of  this  Govern-^ 
ment,  over  and  over  again,  aid  in  the  most  solem  / 
manner,  has  admitted  the  right  of  the  State  to  the 
whole  territory  in  dispnte.  No  objection,  however, 
was  made  to  the  proposed  survey;  none  wilt  be  by 
any  member  from  Maine,  unless  it  should  be  con- 
verted into  an  excuse  for  unreasonable  delay  in 
removing  the  British  trcops  quartered  upon  the 
soil,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State.  Mr. 
C.  said,  he  did  not  desire  any  extravagance  in  this 
or  any  other  branch  of  the  public  service.  All  he 
desired  was,  that  the  amount  should  be  sufficient 
to  insure  the  completion  of  the  work  during  the 
next  season.  Negotiation  is  at  a  stand  for  the  want 
of  the  information  expected  from  ommiSoioo. 
Let  the  survey  be  com  p  lee  ted — to  that  he  wou'd 
not  object.  It  ought  to  be  made;  but  let  it  be  well 
and  quickly  done.  Last  year's  appropriation  is 
now  exhausted,  and  but  little,  comparatively,  hai 
been  accomplished.  The  commissioners,  in  pur- 
suance of  that  duty,  have  estimated  the  expense 
to  complete  the  survey,  basing  the  calculation 
upon  the  actual  cost  per  mile  of  the  last  year's 
work.  It  is  said  to  be  extravagant— doubtless  gen- 
tlemen think  so — but  does  any  one  knOw,and  can  it 
be  demonstrated,  that  a  less  sum  will  be  sufficient 
to  ensure  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  in 
view,  without  unnecessary  delay?  He  would  ap- 
peal to  the  committee  if  it  is  not  more  reasonable 
to  believe  that  if  any  considerable  redaction  should 
be  made  from  the  estimates  submitted,  the  ef- 
fect of  it  will  be  to  throw  the  whole  mater  over 
another  >ear,  and  to  invite  an  application 
at  the  next  session  of  Congress  for  anew  appr<- 
priation.  He  thought  so,  and  he  feared  such  would 
be  the  result.  It  is  true  the  sum  is  large,  but  the 
service  to  be  performed  is  far  greater  than  gentle- 
men seem  to  suppose,  and  much  more  expensive 
than  an  ordinary  survey  of  courses  and  distance*; 
the  commissioners  are  required  to  make  a  barome- 
trical survey  to  ascertain  the  altitude  of  all  the  prin- 
cipal elevations  on  the  different  rontes,  and,  as  he 
supposed,  their  latitude  and  longitude.  There  are 
three  lines  to  be  explored,  each  extending  tr  rough 
a  wilderness,  or  rather  a  dense  forest,  the  distance 
of  two  or  three  hundred  miles.  One  of  these  lines 
er  routes,  called  the  meridian  line,  extends  from  the 
monument  marked  on  the  map,  to  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  other  two  extend 
quite  across  the  State  from  west  to  east,  being  the 
true  north  line,  and  the  one  recently  surveyed  by 
the  British  agents.  As  every  member  of  the  com- 
mittee must  perceive,  it  requires  three  companies  to 
prosecute  the  work,  and  as  be  (Mr.  C.)  understood, 
of  forty  men  to  a  company.  The  necessity  of  so 
large  a  force  is  easily  explained,  on  account  of  the 
distance  from  settlements,  and  the  difficulty  of 
transporting  provisions  and  the  necessary  imple- 
ments to  prosecute  the  work.  Mr.  C.  made  some 
further  explanations  as  to  the  extraordinary  cha- 
racter of  the  report  of  Messrs.  Feather&tonau^h 
and  Mndge,  and  concluded  by  remarking  that,  as 
the  numbers  i  n  all  side  of  the  House  i  a  formed  him 
they  were  ready  to  vote  the  whole  amount  asked 
lor,  he  would  not  pursue  the  subject  at  this  time. 
Mr.  PETRIKIN  said  that  any  member  of  the 


committee  had  bern  challenged  to  ^how  that  the 
appropriation  ask-d  for  by  tiie  bill  was  not  too 
large.  Now,  Mr.  P.  would  slate,  that  t*o  distort 
lines  were  run  between  Texas  and  the  Uai'ed 
States,  and  only  #10,000  were  appropriated  for  that 
purpose.  The  distance  was  about  three  times 
greater  than  that  part  of  the  Northeastern  bounda 
ry  line  of  the  United  States  which  separates  the 
States  of  Maine  and  Hampshire  from  the  Brit  so 
Provinces.  He  said  that  the  reason  fur  this  smalt  ap- 
pro priation  was  obvious.  Menhsd  been  taken  from 
the  woods,  and  were  acquainted  with  the  country; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  gentlemen  had  been  taken 
from  colleges,  who  knew  nothing. 

The  que.stioB  was  then  taken  on  the  ameudment 
to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 
.    And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  also  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JAMESON,  the  committee 
then  rose,  and  reported  the  bills  to  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shalt  the  bill  to 
confirm  certain  lands  to  the  State  of  Indiana  be 
read  a  third  time?  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time;  and  the  qnesthn 
being  put,  Shall  the  bill  past? 

It  was  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  about  being  taken  on  engross* 
iog,  for  a  third  reading,  the  bill  to  make  further  pro- 
vision for  the  expenses  of  an  exploration  and  sur- 
vey of  a  portion  of  the  Northeastern  boundary  line, 
when 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  that  the  words  #75,000 
in  the  third  line  be  stricken  out,  and  that  #20,000  be 
inserted  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  moved  #50,000. 

Mr.  W.  B.  CAMPBELL  moved  that  #37,500 
be  inserted. 

Mr  STANLY  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  being  seconded,  was  put  and  carried,  and 

The  main  question  was  then  put, 

1.  On  striking  out  #75,000  and  inserting  #50,000. 

2.  On  stnkikg  out  #75.000  and  inserting  $37,500. 
2.  On  striking  out  #75,000,  and  inserting  #20,000. 
Ail  of  which  amendments  were  severally  re- 
jected. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
was  read  a  third  time. 

And  the  question  was  then  stated,  Shall  the  bill 
pas*?  when 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  moved  to  re  commit  the  bill  to 
a  Select  Committee,  with  instructions  to  inquire 
bow  many  French  cooks,  pots  of  currant  jelly,  and 
sweet  meats,  were  required  for  the  commissioners 
to  conduct  the  survey. 

Pending  which  motion, 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried;  and 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  and  passed  n 
the  affirmative. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

STEAMBOAT  EXPLOSIONS. 

Mr.  PETRIKIN  inquired  of  the  Speaks*  whether 
there  was  not  a  special  order  for  this  day? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  a  special  order— 
the  steamboat  bills — had,  on  the  16.h  instant,  by  a 
vote  of  two-thirds,  been  further  postponed  until 
this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  spe- 
cial ordei  was  postponed  until  Monday  next,  and 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union — Mr.  Bell 
in  the  Chair — and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Tne  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Stanly  to  sirike  out  the  enacting  clause.. 

Mr.  SERGEANT  resumed  his  remarks,  and 
concluded  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  STANLY  then  withdrew  the  motion  to 
strike  rut  the  enacting  elause  of  the  bill,  rtatiog 
that  he  did  so  at  the  earnest  request  of  gentlemen 
of  both  sides.  He  had  made  the  motion  in  the  fir>t 
instance,  in  order  that  he  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  making  his  speech.  He  was  sati?fie  I,  if 
others  were.  If  other  gentlemen  desired  to  speak, 
they  could  renew  the  motion. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Hunt  to  Ktn'ke  out  the  following  proviso: 

"Provided,  however,  That  the  district  attorney*  of  the  United 
States,  in  and  for  the  several  districts,  the  clerka  and  marshals, 
respectively,  of  the  same,  shall  render  an  account  quarter  fear. 


]y,  each  and  every  year  hereafter,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, of  all  fee*,  emolument*,  and  receipt*,  of  every  name  and 
nature  whatever,  by  them  respectively  received  by  virtue  of 
their  said  offices;  which  account  shall  be  rendered  upon  oath  ot 


affirmation,  and  shall  be  In  such  form,  and  supported  by  such 

asther  '"  .-...- I-- 

»prov 
named,  that  is  to 'say:  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  salaries,  fees, 


proofs  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  judgment  may 
pres  ribe  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  provisoes  hereinafter 


emolument*,  receipt*  and  earnings,  of  any  of  the  said  attorneys, 

•hall  exceed  the  sum  of dollars,  then  such  attorney*  ehal 

pay  such  excess  into  the  Treasury  of  toe  United  States  for  gene- 
ral purposes  of  the  Government;  and  if  the  salaries,  fees.  emolo> 

mentsj  or  earnings,  of  any  of  said  clerks  shall  exceed 

doHars,  then  the  excess  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury  for  the  purposes  aforesaid;  and  if  the  salaries,  earnings, 
fees,  and  eroolu meets,  of  any  of  ths  said  marshals  shall  exceed 

the  sum  of dollars,  then  such  excess  shall  also  be  paid 

into  the  Treasury  for  purposes  aforesaid." 

Mr.  CUStilNG  ihen  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  it  moment  My,  for  purpose*  of  explana- 
tion, to 

Messrs.  STANLY,  RHETT,  and  RIVES. 
[These  explanations  had  reference  to  some  facts 
stated  by  Mr.  Stanly  in  his  speech  on  Thursday 
evening  la»t  ] 

Mr.  RIVES  requested  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
f  achusetis  lo  let  him  have  in?  floor  for  a  few  mo- 
men  t%  to  notice  the  charge  of  the  gent'eman  from 
Nonh  Carolina,  [Mr.  Stanly,]  'that  Abolitionists 
were  in  the  caucus  that  prepared  th?  Atberten  reso- 
lutions." 

Mr.  CUSHINGr  consented;  and 

Mr.  RIVES  was  about  to  proceed*  when 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  South  Carolina  and  Mr. 
PECK  objected. 

Mr.  RIVES  insisted  that  he  had  the  floor,  and  as 
the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Stanly  J  was  in  conflict  with  the  ac- 
count he  had  given  during  his  canvass  for  Congress 
(wo  years  ag\  he  hoped  to  have  the  attention  of 
the  committee  for  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  went  into  that  caucus,  but  not 
with  Abolitionists.  There  was  not  any  a,an  ia  it 
who  wished  Congress  to  interfere  with  slavery.  He 
would  not  go  into  an  examination  ef  the  opinions 
of  the  member  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Duncan.]  but  be 
felt  it  his  duty  to  say  here,  what  he  had  said  al 
home,  "that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  no  agency 
in  preparing  the  resolutions  alluded  to,  nor  wa$ko  in 
the  caucus.'* 

Mr.  STANLY  insisted  that  he  was,  and  that  be 
could  prove  it  by  respectable  members  of  the  party 
to  which  Mr.  R.  belonged. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  the  gentleman's  informant  was 
mistaken;  that  the  same  thing  had  been  ;aid,  and 
perhaps  founded  on  the  same  evidence,  in  hi*  dis- 
trict, which  caused  him  to  inquire  into  ibe  mailer 
when  he  came  to  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
he  bad  not  met  with  a  man  who  had  any  recollec- 
tion of  seeing  the  member  from  Ohio  in  caoeas, 
and  that  the  member  himself  had  authorized  bim 
to  say  that  he  was  not  there. 

Mr.  CUSHING  then  renewed  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  but  after  soma  re- 
marks on  the  impropriety  of  attempting  reform  at 
the  present  session,  withdrew  it. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Hunt  to  strike  out  the  proviso  in  relation  t*>  district 
attorneys,  marshals,  &c.  (as  above  »tated.) 

Mr.  HUNT  toi<k  tie  floor,  but  yielded  it  for  the 
moment  to 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi,  who  desked  to 
submit  an  amendment;  but,  it  not  being  in  order 
then  to  do  so,  be  give  notice  that  he  would  more  it 
at  the  proper  time. 

Mr.  HUNT  then  addressed  the  committee  strictly 
with  reference  to  the  immediate  motion  submitted 
by  him— explaining  certain  particulars  in  urbicb 
his  former  remarks  had  been  misunderstood;  and 
expressing  himself  ready  to  enter  upon  a  system  of 
retrenchment  and  reform  whenever  the  moment 
arrived  at  which,  from  the  composition  of  the 
House,  any  efficient  action  Could  be  had. 

Mr.  REED  entered  into  a  history  of  this  matter, 
and  ef  the  various  efforts  that  had  been  made  to 
provide  a  remedy  for  what  he  considered  an  evil 
which  ought  to  be  corrected.  The  fees  were  exor- 
bitant and  should  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Q.  DAVIS  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment: 

"After  the  word  districts,  in  the  4t6ih  line,  insert  *shall  ren- 
der an  account  quarter  yearly,  each  and  every  year  hereafter,  lo 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  all  fees,  commissions,  and 
other  emoluments,  of  every  name  and  natuie  whatever,  accru- 
ing to  them,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  consequence  ofeoy  ser- 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


261 


floe  pertaining  to  their  office  rendered  for  ihe  Government  of 
the  United  Slates;  and  no  district  attorney  a  ha  1 1  be  entitled  to 
be  paid,  or  to  retain  as  compensation  for  all  such  services  so 
tendered  the  Government  of  the  United  State*,  a  sum  exceed- 
ing • ,  in  any  one  year,  including  hie  mary,  and  all  other 

emoluments  arising  directly  or  indirectly  from  his  office,  and,' 

"Also  amend  said  clause  by  striking  out  these  words  :  'If  It 
shall  appear  that  the  salaries,  fees,  emolument*]  receipts,  and 
earnings,  of  any  of  the  said  attorneys  shall  exceed  the  sum  of 

doJIar*,  then  such  attorneys  shall  pay  such  excess  into 

ike  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  general  purposes  of 
the  Government.'  And  before  the  words  salaries,  fee*,  dec.  in- 
sert the  word  nttt. 

"And  at  the  end  of  the  proviso  proposed  to  be  stricken  out, 
add:  'And  that  tn  all  cases  where  the  fees,  emoluments,  receipts, 
and  earnings  of  any  clerk  ef  any  District  or  Circuit  Court  of  tbe 
United  Slates,  or  or  bath  together,  where  they  may  be  blended 
and  trailed  in  the  same  individual,  shall  in  any  year  exceed  the 
mm  of  f — i"00*1  District  Court  may  allow  to  the  Cleric  there- 
of; and  soch  Circuit  Court  may  allow  to  the  Clerk  thereof,  a  rea- 
sonable compensation  for  as  many  deputies  as  may  have  been 
necessary,  in  addition  to  his  own  attention  and  labor,  to  have  ena- 
bled him  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  in  any  one  year. 
And  the  Circuit  Court  that  may  sit  in  any  district,  or,  if  there  be 
no  such  Circuit  Court,  then  the  District  Court  thereof,  may  al- 
low to  any  Marshal  of  any  District  of  the  United  States  tbe  like 
reasonable  compensation  for  as  many  deputies  as  may  have 
been  necessary  te  have  enabled  hfm  to  perform  the  duties  of 
his  office  in  any  one  year  in  which  hisemolutnents,  earnings,  and 
receipts  shall  hare  exceeded  the  sum  of  S— ;  and  aUo  the  rea- 
sonable travelling  expenses  of  such  Marshal  and  his  deputies, 
actually  incurred  in  the  execution  of  their  official  duties;  which 
aeTerai  allowance  for  deputies,  and  the  expenses  of  any  Marshal 
or  Deputy  Marshal,  so  made  by  any  Court,  shall  be  forthwith 
certified  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  D.  explained  to  tbe  committee  the  effect  of 
his  proposition,  and  submitted  some  general  re- 
marks in  regard  to  the  reform  and  retrenchment 
which  they  had  undertaken  to  carry  out.  He  had 
sot  concluded  when,  the  hour  of  24  having  "ar- 
rived, 

The  House  took  a  recess  until  4  o'clock. 


Evening  Session. 

After  the  recess, 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Kentucky  resumed  his  remarks 
in  support  of  his  amendment.  He  spoke  at  pome 
length  in  favor  of  reducing  the  salaries  of  all  offi- 
cers in  the  employ  of  Government.  When  that 
shall  be  the  cae,  he  contended  that  the  Executive 
would  no  longer  be  annoyed,  as  under  the  present 
system  of  high  salaries.  If  the  salaries  were  not 
higher  than  a  fair  compensation,  then  individuals 
would  no  longer  aspire  to  office,  for  it  would  hold 
out  no  inducement.  Mr.  D.  went  on  to  6how,  that 
by  this  plan  the  influence  of  the  Executive  would 
be  lessened,  and  concluded  by  sl;ghtly  modifying 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  SALTON9TALL  agreed  that  this  subject 
required  attention,  and  that  there  were  many  abuses 
in  tbe  system  whiri  called  loudly  for  reform.  He 
submitted,  however,  whether  at  this  late  period  of 
tbe  session  there  was  time  for  the  investigation  of 
so  important  a  matter.  Only  a  few  days  remained 
of  the  session,  and  there  weie  now  do  b*ss  than 
tot  appropriation  bills  to  be  acted  upon.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  ihe  appropriation  bills  would 
be  first  passed,  and  the  present  subject  be  post- 
poned until  there  should  be  a  more  favorable  op- 
portunity for  doing  it  justice. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  hoped,  that  in 
-  ease  he  could  not  vote  for  the  pioviso,  he 
should  not  be  accused  cf  being  opposed  to  retrench- 
ment and  reform.  If  the  system  were  an  evil,  it 
appeared  to  him  an  irremediable  evil.  Mr.  W. 
proceeded  to  contend  that  although  in  two  or 
three  places  the  fees  of  United  States  district  at- 
*  tonics,  etc.  might  be  too  large,  yet  in  the  majority 
of  cases  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  the  com- 
pensation was  hardly  sufficient  to  ensure  the  ser- 
vices of  competent  men.  The  consequence  was, 
that,  in  numerous  instances)  none  but  ibird-rale 
lawyers  could  be  procured  to  act  for  the  Govern- 
ment. It  was  absurd  and  unjust  to  reduce  the 
fees  of  a  whole  class  merely  because  one  or  two 
might  receive  a  liberal  sum.  The  fee  bill  did 
undoubtedly  require  some  alterations,  but  yet  he 
did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  fees  in  the  majority  of 
cases  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  were  not  suffi- 
cient to  ensure  the  services  of  competent  men. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Ohio  followed,  and  concluded 
by  raising  a  point  of  order  as  to  whether  the  provi- 
so in  question  could,  under  the  rules,  be  inserted  in 
an  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  contended  that  ihe  provi- 
so, according  to  the  previous  practice  of  tie  House, 
was  strictly  in  order.  He  referred  to  various  in- 
stances to  show  that,  when  crying  abuses  •listed. 


Ci.Dgre? s  hdd  always  corrected  those  abuses  in  an 
appropriation  bill.  Mr.  V.  also  gave  bis  views 
at  soma  length  on  the  merits  of  tht  question  in- 
volved in  the  proviso. 

The  point  of  order  raised  by  Mr.  Mason  still 
pending, 

The  CHAIR  observed  that  be  could  not  decide 
that  the  proviso  should  be  stricken  from  the  bill, 
becau&e  the  committee  only  had  the  power,  and 
conld  ttrike  out  the  proviso  as  improperly  reported 
if  they  thought  proper.  Were  the  Chair  to  de- 
cide that  it  should  be  stiicken  out  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  improperly  reported,  it  would  be  a 
usurpation  of  power.  He  must  therefore  leave  it 
for  the  actio  i  of  tbe  committee. 

The  commit  ee  then  acquiesced  in  the  decision 
of  ihe  Chair. 

The  question  then  be  in*  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Davis  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hunt  to  striko  out 
the  proviso, 

Mesfrs.  GRINNELL,  VANDERPOEL,  and 
MONROE,  gave  their  views. 

Mr.  FLOYD  said  that  he  had  not  intended  to  ad- 
dress the  committee  upon  this  provision  of  tbe  bill 
for  reducing  the  fees  of  district  attorneys,  and 
should  not  do  so  now,  were  he  m>t  an  ardent  ad- 
mirer of  the  principles  of  'economy  and  reform," 
which  appeared  to  be  deserted  by  thrse  who  had 
prole.' sed  for  tbem  the  highest  regard.  We  have 
been  told  (said  Mr.  F.)  that  the  party  which  has 
lately  triumphed  had  Inscribed,  in  the  ample  folds 
of  its  banner,  "economy  and  reform;"  and  he  sup- 
posed, when  he  came  to  attend  this  session  of  Con- 
gress, that  thote  who  had  preached  so  lqud  and  so 
long  on  that  subject  would  make  some  attempt  to 
practise,  after  election,  what  they  had  preached  be- 
fore the  election.  We  have  been  told,  too,  that  the 
present  Administration  has  been  condemned  for  its 
extravagance;  and  where  is  the  member  on  this 
floor,  of  the  Opposition  party,  who  can  rise  in  his 
place  an  I  say  tbat  he  did  not  give  circulation  to 
speeches,  delivered  here  at  the  last  session,  de- 
nouncing the  Administration  as  profligate  and  ex- 
travagant? And  yet  we  have  reached  the  17th page 
of  the  general  appropriation  bill,  and  the  first 
dollar  is  not  yet  stricken  out  by  any  move 
from  any  member  of  this  great  "economy  and  re- 
form" parly.  An  honorable  member  has  told  u* 
that  the  reform  called  for  by  the  recent  election  is 
a  general  reform,  and  not  a  trifling  picayune  busi- 
ness. So  be  it.  Let  him  apply  his  general  re- 
form to  this  bill,  and  reduce  the  expenses  of  the 
Government.  Another  has  told  us  that  they  will 
begin  the  work  when  they  have  the  power.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  F.  they  have  tbe  power  now — let  them 
try ;  and  if  any  one  has  the  courage  to  make  the 
attempt,  my  word  for  it,  be  will  find  enough  here 
to  help  him  carry  it  thiough.  Now  is  the  time  to 
commence  the  good  work,  before  the  offices  are 
rilled  with  their  friends ;  now,  when  they  can  es- 
cape tbe  odium  of  reducing  salaries  after  appoint- 
ments are  made.  Will  they  be  more  willing  to  ap- 
ply the  pruning  knife  when  their  political  friends 
arc  in  possession  of  the  (flicet?  Why,  sir,  it  is 
but  a  day  or  two  since,  that  my  honorable  colleague 
from  the  Columbia  District  [Mr.  Vandebpoel]  at- 
tempted to  strike  out  an  appropriation  of  $1,000 
for  a  clerk  in  the  Fifth  Auditor '<j  office;  but,  al- 
though ihe  clerkship  is  vacmt,  and  has  been  for 
some  time,  he  got  no  aid  from  the  economy  and  re- 
form party;  they  shrank  from  abolishing  a  single 
solitary  vacant  clerkship;  and  if  they  cannot  spare 
one  clerk  from  so  large  a  bureau  as  this,  where,  I 
ask,  are  they  to  carry  out  their  principles  of  reform? 
Tney  have  told  the  people  that  the  expenses  of  the 
Government  were  too  great.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
many  believed  them,  and  have  decreed  a  reduction 
of  expenditures.  Let  gentlemen  now  redeem  their 
pledges  to  the  people.  Let  them  begin  somewhere ; 
and  they  will  find  those  here  who  will  aid  them  in 
carrying  out  the  principles  of  economy  and  reform 
on  the  most  enlarged  and  liberal  scale. 

Mr.  EVANS  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  The 
amendment  proposed  to  alter  the  fees  allowed  by  the 
existing  law,  and  was,  to  that  extent,  a  repeal  of  ibe 
law.  The  proviso,  as  reported  in  the  bill,  did  not 
alter  the  charge  for  fees,  but  this  amendment  did. 
He  considered  it  irregular  and  unusual,  and  put  it 


to   the  Chair  whether  the  proposition  to  amend 
could  be  admitted. 

The  CHAIR  observed  that  if  this  were  an  origi- 
nal^ roposition  to  insert  such  a  proviso  in  the  bill, 
he  would  have  no  hesitation  in  ruling  it  out  of  or- 
der. Bat  though  the  proviso  in  the  bill  was  irregu- 
lar, yet  the  Chair  could  have  no  control  over  it, 
inasmuch  as  it  had  been  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  entertained  by  the 
House.  Therefore,  the  proviso  being  in  .-he  bill 
it  was  competent  to  amend  or  perfect  the  same) 
although  it  might  go  to  change  an  existing  law. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi,  in  pursuance 
of  notice  given,  then  submitted  his  amendment,  as 
follows: 

Strike  our,  in  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth 
pages  of  the  bill,  that  part  relating  to  the  district 
attorneys,  clerks,  and  marshals,  respectively,  and 
insert: 

"That  hereafter,  in  lieu  of  all  fees,  emoluments,  and  receipts, 
now  allowed,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  ihe  United  "' 


clerlrs,  attorneys,  counsel,  and  marshals,  in  the  district  and  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  several  States,  to  demand 
and  receive  the  same  fees  that  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be, 
allowed  by  the  laws  of  the  said  Slates  respectively  where  said 
courts  are  held,  to  the  elerks,  attorneys  and  counsel,  and  she- 
riffs in  the  highest  courts  of  the  said  States  in  which  like  ser- 
vices are  rendered;  and  no  other  fees  or  emoluments,  except 
that  the  marshals  shall  receive  in  full,  for  summoning  all  the 
jurors  for  any  one  court,  thirty  dollars;  and  shall  receive,  for 
every  day's  actual  attendance  at  any  court,  five  dollars  per  day; 
and  lor  any  services,  including  the  compensation  for  mileage, 
performed  by  said  officers  In  the  discharge  of  their  official  duty, 
for  which  no  compensation  is  provided  by  the  laws  of  said. 
States,  respectively,  the  said  officers  may  receive  such  fees  as 
are  now  allowed  by  law  according  to  the  existing  usage  and 
practice  of  said  courts  of  the  United  States;  and  every  district 
attorney,  except  the  district  attorney  of  the  southern  district  of 
New  York,  shall  teceive,  in  addition  to  the  above  fees,  a  salary 
of  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum." 

Afer  some  incidental  remarks  by  Messrs. 
HAND,  FILLMORE,  J.  THOMPSON,  UNDER- 
WOOD,  CURTIS,  JONES  of  Virginia,  BROWN 
of  Mississippi,  and  WELLER, 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  te  the 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— ayes 
67,  noes  66. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  fir&t  adopted,  by  adding  thereto  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Jtnd  provided  alto,  That  in  addition  to  the  ac- 
count now  required  to  be  rendered  by  every  collec- 
tor of  customs,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor  of  porn*, 
every  such  collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor 
shall,  each  and  every  year  hereafter,  render  a  quar- 
ter yearly  account  under  oath  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  such  form  as  said  Secretary  shall 
prescribe,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  full  effect  to 
this  proviso,  of  all  sums  of  money  by  them  respec- 
tively received  or  collected  for  fines,  penalties,  or 
forfeitures,  or  for  seizure  of  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise; or  on  account  of  suits  instituted  for 
frauds  against  the  revenue  laws;  or  for  rent  and 
storage  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  be- 
yond the  rents  paid  by  the  collector  or  other 
such  officer;  and  if  from  such  accounting 
it  shall  appear  that  the  account  received 
in  any  one  year,  by  any  collector,  naval  of- 
ficer, or  surveyor,  an  account  of  fines  and  penal- 
ties, or  forfeitures,  and  on  account  of  any  seizures 
made  or  suits  instituted  for  frauds  or  evasions  of 
the  revenue  laws,  and  for  rents  and  storage  as 
aforesaid,  shall,  in  tbe  aggregate,  exceed  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  dollars,  such  excess  shall  be  paid 
into  the  Treasury  for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 
And  no  such  collector  shall  hereafter,  under  any 
pretence  whatever,  have,  or  receive,  or  retain  for 
himself,  in  the  aggregate,  more  than  sue  thousand 
dollars  per  year,  including  commissions  for  storage, 
and  any  other  commissions  or  salaries  as  now  al- 
lowed a  ad  limited  by  law.  No  such  naval  officer 
shall,  on  any  pretence,  in  the  aggregate,  have  or 
receive,  or  retain  for  himself,  more  than  five  thou- 
sand dollars  per  year,  including  commissions  and 
salaries  as  aforesaid: — no  such  surveyor  shall,  in 
ihe  aggregate,  have  or  receive,  or  retain,  more  than 
four  thousand  fice  hundred  dollars  per  year,  includ- 
ing commissions  and  salaries  as  now  allowed  and 
limited  by  law. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment- out  of  or- 
der. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  that  the  committee 
rise;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  ibe  Chair. 
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The  CRAIR  said  that -a  similar  proposition— to 
reduce  contingent  salaries— was,  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  inquired  if  the  appeal  was 
debatable? 

The  CHAIR  said  he  would  not  refuse  to  hear 
any  suggestions  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  then  asked  the  Chair  to 
point  to  any  particular  rule  which  prohibited  such 
amendments. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  tha'  his  decision  was 
bared  upon  the  50th  rule,  which  is  as  follows: 

"No  motion  or  proposition  on  a  subject  different 
from  that  under  consideration  shall  be  admired  un- 
der color  of  amendment.  No  bill  or  resolution 
shall,  at  any  time,  be  amended,  by  annexing;  there- 
to, or  incorporating  therewith,  any  ether  bill  or  re- 
solution pending  before  the  committee." 

Several  precedents  were  then  read  in  support  of 
the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CASEY  asked  Mr.  Johnson  to  withdraw  his 
appeal. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  he  had  some  impor- 
tant amendments  to  offer  to  tUe  bill  under  conside- 
ration, and  that  if  the  decision  of  the  Chair  should 
be  sustained,  they  would  be  cot  off.  He  believed, 
however,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  rules  of  the 
House  which  would  prevent  bis  amendments  from 
being  offered.  Mr.  U.  contended  that  he  had  uni- 
formly seen  the  rules  of  the  House  bent  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times,  and  proceeded,  at  some 
length,  to  contrast  the  decision  of  the  Chair  with 
the  provisions  on  the  statute  book;  but,  without 
concluding,  gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the  com- 
mittee rise;  which  prevailed — and 

The  committee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  one  o'clock  to  mor- 
row, all  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
House  bill  No  601  (the  general  appropriation  bill) 
shall  cease;  and  after  said  period,  the  committee 
shall  proceed  to  vote  on  any  amendments  that  may 
be  offered  thereto,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Q.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rales,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  resolution  at  this  time. 

But,  pending  the  motion, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  BRNATE, 
Tuesday,  February  23,  1841. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  presented  the  petition  of  Sa- 
muel Maitio,  bubmitticg  a  plan  for  a  National 
Bank. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  in  1836  he  had  pre- 
sented the  documents  of  Charles  P.  Sibbnld,  asking 
indemnity  for  property  destroyed  by  the  United 
States.  These  documents  were  now  on  file,  and 
he  asked  that  they  might  be  again  re'erred  to  the 
Committee  on  C:aim>>;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens ofChataoque  county,  and  citizens  of  the  towns 
of  Collins  and  Brandt,  in  the  State  of  New  Yoik, 
remonstrating  against  the  removal  of  that  portion 
of  the  Seneca  nation  who  refused  their  assent  to 
th?  treaty;  which  were  severally  ordered  to  be  laid 
on  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  J.  Epes 
Cowan,  praying  the  confirmation  of  his  title  to  a 
tract  of  land;  *hich  ua*  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  citizens  of  the  States  of  Indians,  Illinois, 
and  Iowa,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail 
route;  which  was  referred  to  iht  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  KING  presented  the  petition  of  a  number  of 
the  citizens  of  Marengo  county,  Alabama,  praying 
\y  the  enacment  of  a  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  SOUTH ARD  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
'zepsof  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  in  favor  of  a  bank- 
rupt law;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

ftftefee*,  That  there  be  paid,  oat  of  the  contin- 


gent fund  of  the  Senate,  to  each  of  the  messengers 
of  the  Senate  and  office  ef  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  three  dollars  per  day  der  annum;  and  to 
the  assistant  messenger  of  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  and  laborers  of  the  Senate,  two  dollars 
per  day  per  annum,  in  lien  of  all  other  allowances 
whatever. 

Mr.  KING  thought  the  system  proposed  by  the 
resolution  was  much  better  than  the  one  at  preient 
pursued,  bat,  that  it  might  have  proper  considera- 
tion, he  hoped  it  would  be  r  frrred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUCH  A  NAN  asked  I  be  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate  to  introduce 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  the  act  approved  May  13,  1800,  entitled 
'An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  (An  act  to  esta- 
blish the  judicial  court*  of  the  United  Sates.1* 

Leave  was  granted,  and  the  bill  was  ■  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  James  McDo- 
nald; which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lmds,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
to  continue  in  force  the  fifet  section  of  an  act  en- 
titled "An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Vir» 
ginia  military  land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys 
thereon,  to  the  General  Land  Office,  approved  Ju- 
ly 7, 1838." 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  f  f 
David  Geeu;  wh*ch  was  ordered  (o  be  printed. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings,  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  a  number  of  ihe  stonecutters  employed  on 
the  new  Treasury  building,  reported  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up,  and  consi- 
dered as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  read  ng: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  railroad  compa- 
nies therein  named. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  patents  to  cer- 
tain entries  of  the  public  lands. 

The  bill  for  tte  relief  of  the  legal  represenatives 
of  John  Scott. 

The  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  supplemental  to 
an  act  entitle  J  "An  act  to  grant  preemption  rights 
to  settlers  on  the  pnblic  lands;"  approved  June  22. 
1838. 

The  bill  tor  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Henry  Eckford,  decta< ed. 

The  bill  for  the  relbf  of  Samuel  Crapin. 

The  bill  in  favor  of  Mary  Snow. 

The  bill  from  the  Home  making  further  provi- 
sions for  the  exp'n«es  of  the  exploration  and  sur- 
vey of  the  boundary  line  between  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire,  and  the  British  Provinces,  was  taken 
up  on  its  first  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  explained  the  objects  of  the 
bill,  and  hoped  that  the  Senate  would  unanimously 
agree  to  consider  it  at  the  present  time,  without  re- 
ferring it  to  a  committee. 

No  objection  being  madf,the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  went  through  its  va- 
rious sttse?,  finally  passed,  and  want*  hut  the  sig- 
nature of  the  President  to  become  a  law. 
BANKS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue 
the  corporate  ex  stence  of  the  banks  of  the  District 
of  Columbia;  and  afier  a  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
CLAY  of  Alabama,  WRIGHT,  MERRICK, 
BENTON,  and  TAPPAN,  participated,  and  the 
adoption  of  amendments  proposed  by  Messrs. 
CLAY  of  Alabama  and  WRIGHT,  the  bill  as- 
sumed the  following  shape: 

A  BILL  to  revive  and  continue  ihe  corporate  existspco  of  the 
bank*  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houat  of  Representative* 
of  the  UnUed  State*  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That 
the  charters  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank  of  George- , 
town,  the  Bank  of  Metropolis,  Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington, 
«nd  Bank  of  Washington,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  the 
Farmers  Bank  of  Alexandria,  and  Bank  of  Potomac,  in  tha  town  : 
of  Alexandria,  be,  and  the  same  ale  fcerebj,  reyired  m  chey 


existed  on  the  third  day  of  July  last,  and  extended  to  (he  fourth 
day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three : 

Provided  The  said  banks  shall  each  for  i'self  redeem  tU  )M 
notes  and  specie  liabilities  in  specie  when  demanded  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act.  and  throughout  the  whole  period  < 
for  which  the  said  several  chatters  are  hereby  extended.  And  ; 
in  the  event  that  any  one  or  more  of  said  banks  shall  declma-ie 
meet  its  liabilities  in  specie  as  aforesaid,  or  having  commenced 
to  pay  specie,  shall,  hereafter,  during  the  period  aloresaid  cease 
or  fail  to  do  so,  any  bank  so  declining,  ceasing,  or  ruing  to 
pay  in  specie,  shall,  ipeo facto,  forfeit  its  charter,  and  shall  pro- 
ceed to  wind  up  its  concerns  under  the  provisions  of  the  lair 
passed  on  ths  3d  of  July,  1640,  entitled  "Ao  act  to  continue  tns 
corporate  existence  of  certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Colombia 
for  certain  purposes,"  which  said  set  is  hereby  madeapplkV 
ble  in  all  its  provisions  to  every  of  taid  banks  failing  aa  afore* 
said,  for  the  period  of  two  years  from  the  datoof  anysum 
failure  or  neglect  to  pay  in  specie.  And  any  attempt  by  the 
officers  of  any  of  said  banks  so  as  above  said  forfeiting  its  char- 
ter, after  any  such  forfeiture,  to  exercise  any  of  the  banking  pri- 
vileges conferred  by  (his  act,  shall  subject  such  officers  to  all  tat 
penalties  of  Illegal  banking. 

mzo.  2  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  neither  of  tie  sttd 
banks  shall,  by  virtue  of  any  thing  la  this  act  contained,  he  autho- 
rized to  issue  or  pay  out  any  note,  bill,  check,  or  draft  of  any 
bank  company,  incorporation,  association,  or  individual,  wtka 
said  note,  bill,  check,  or  draft,  shall  not  be  payable  and  paid  on 
demand  in  specie  at  the  place  where  it  is  made  payaMc;  and 
any  violation  of  this  restriction  shall  be,  f>#e /a«o,  a  forfei- 
ture of  all  the  rights,  powers,  and  privileges  cuo  erred  by  this 
act  in  the  manner  specified  in  the  first  section  UkareoT  a*  to  a 
failure  of  specie  payments. 

Provided,  That  nothing  contained  in  this  section  shall  pro- 
hibit either  of  said  banks  irom  receiving  the  paper  of  any  non- 
specie  paying  bank  01  special  deposite,  and  returning  the  same 
to  the  depositor. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  then  offered  a  substitute  for  the 
whole  bill,  end  spoke  at  great  length  in  opposite* 
to  ihe  present  banking  system;  and  without  cm* 
eluding  his  remarks,  yielded  to  a  motion  to  post* 
pane  its  farther  consideration  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business. 
And  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  February  23,  .1841. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  first  business  before 
the  House  to  be  the  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  enable  him  to  c  ffer  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  and  pending  which  motion  last  night 
the  House  bad  adjourned,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  one  o'clock  to- 
morrow, ail  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
House  bill  No.  601  shall  cease,  and  after  amid  pe- 
riod the  committee  shall  proceed  to  vote  on  any 
amendments  that  may  be  offered  thereto,  aad  re- 
port the  same  to  the  House. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  then  modified  his  resolution, 
at  the  suggestion  of  a  number  of  friends,  so  as  lo 
read  "four  o'clock  this  day.1' 

Mr.  FILLMORE  suggested  to  Mr.  GALBairra 
to  drlay  the  lime  one  hoar  longer,  so  than  the  bill 
in  relation  to  Caking  testimony  in  cafes  of  contested 
elections  might  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  RIVES  concurred  in  the  suggesion.  of  the 
gentleman  from  N<w  York.  Tee  matter  was  im- 
portant, and  he  understood  that  it  was  probable 
several  ca<es  of  contested  election  wjuM  b->  brought 
before  the  next  Congress. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE, 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  further  mod  fied  his  resolu- 
tion by  substituting  'five  o'clock  this  day." 

The  question  was  tbea  taken  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  lults,  ani  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  again  read. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded,  pur,  and  carried. 

The  question  now  recuring  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution, 

Mr.  PECK  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  they 
were  net  oidered. 

Ths  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Aud  so  the  debate  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year 
184L  wi  I  cease  this  d*y  at  5  o'clock. 
CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  ths  House 
resolved  itstlf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  tha 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Bkll  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriation for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
the  Government  for  the  year  1841. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  appeal  taken 
by  Mr.  Cavc  Johnson  from  the   decision    of  the 


Chair   last   evening,    that  the  following 

ment  offered  by  the  gentleman  was  not  in.  order, 

on  the  ground,  first,  that  the  subject  was  entirety 
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dilfcrent  from  that  under  consideration;  and  se~ 
QmQff  that  the  amendment  related  to  a  class  of 
officers  tot  whom  no  appropriation  was  made  in  the 

hill. 
And  provided  alto,  That  in  addition  to  tbe  account  now  re> 

^*  -»--  ---  - — -■* — J1 " '  — • ^  naral  offi- 

al  ofllcar, 

«-_„_, - „  *■-- *  render  a 

quarter yearly  account  under  oath  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
aarpfi  -sack  Prtm  as  aald  Secretary  ahall  prescribe,  for  the 
ytcptm  of  giving  fall  effect  to  thie  proviso,  of  ell  sumaof  mo 
aay  by  them  resprciirely  received  or  collected  for  fines,  penal- 
das,  or  Jbritfeur«a,  or  for  seizure  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dssf;cW4Miaceo«ott>f  suits  Instituted  for  frauds  against  the 
taraauftiawu;  or  for  rant  and  storage  of  goods,  wane,  or  mec- 
f  fiend**,  hejflrirt  thr  rrnts  paid  by  the  collector  or  other  such 
officer;  rnoaVif  from  such  accounting  it  shall  appear  that  the 
sccount  received  in  any  one  year,  by  any  collector,  naval  ofll- 
car,  or  sorrsyor,  on  account  of  fines  aod  penalties,  or  forfeit* 
urekaddon  account  of  any  seixures  made  or  suits  instituted 
-tirnuds  or  evasions  of  the  revenue  laws,  and  for  rents  and 
swage  as  aforesaid;  shall*  in  the  aggregate,  exceed  the  sum  of 
tajo  •*ntanrnA  dollars,  such  excess  thai!  be  paid  into  tbe  Trea- 

afar  the  use  of  the  United  States.  And  no  such  collector 
hereafter,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  have,  or  receive. 
or  retain  for  himself  in  the  aggieajate,  more  than  six  thousand 
dollars  per  yev,  Including  commissions  for  storage,  and  any 
other  commbalons  or  salaries  as  now  allowed  an  J  limited  by 
taw.  Noafljchaaval  officer  shall,  on  any  pretence,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, have  or  receive,  or  retain  for  himself,  more  than  five 
Utoosand  dollars  per  year,  including  commissions  and  salaries 
as  aforesaid:  nojoch  surveyor  shall,  in  the  segregate,  have  or 
ncatve,  or  retain,  moreifaan  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
per  veer,  including  cunmierfont  and  salaries  as  now  allowed 
aod  limited  bylaw. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  rose  aod  moved  to  re- 
consider the  rote  taken  last  evening  on  tbe  propo 
scion  of  Mr.  Thompson  of  Mississippi. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  lhat  it  was  not  in  order 
to  move  to  reconsider  a  vote  in  committee;  the  ques- 
tion would  again  ome  op  in  the  House. 

And  the  question  recurring,  "3hall  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  stand  as  tbe  judgment  of  the  com* 
nitteet" 

Tbe  question  of  order  was  debated  at  considera- 
ble length  by  Messrs.  ATHERTON,  CLTFFOFD, 
TILLING  HAST,  BANKS,  UNDnRWOOD, 
WfNTOROP,  and  EVERETT. 

Afar  which  the  CHAIRMAN  slated  briefly  the 
grounds  of  his  decision. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  said,  if  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  would  direct  his  mind,  with  that  dis- 
crimination of  which  he  was  so  capable,  to  tbe 
distinction  between  this  point  and  that  upon  the 
proviso  which  had  been  sustained,  he  believed  he 
would  be  satisfied  that  the  present  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  correct.  That  proviso  was  reported  to 
the  House  bv  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
was  received  by  the  House  as  part  of  the  report, 
was  a  part  of  the  bill  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole  by  the  Hou.«e,  and  was,  therefore, 
Of  itself  a  subject-matter  on  which  the  House  had 
directed  this  committee  to  act  and  report.  The 
committee,  therefore,  coulJ  not,  of  it  own  autho- 
rity, discharge  itself  on  this  subject-matter  on  the 
ground  that  tbe  House  erred  in  referring  it  to  them. 
Besides,  that  proviso  pertained  to  the  appropriation 
of  f325,000  for  the  support  of  the  judiciary,  to 
which  ii  was  attached  as  a  condition,  relating  to 
offices  of  tbe  judiciary,  and  in  effect  con- 
ditionally redocing  that  identical  appropria- 
tion. But  he  had  understood  the  Chair  that 
even  that  proviso,  if  it  had  been  originally 
moved  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
would  have  been  ruled  out  of  order.  The  amend- 
ment now  proposed  did  not  relate  to  any  appropri- 
ation m  the  bill;  it  related  to  the  collectors;  it  went 
into  a  branch  of  the  Government  which  was  not 
in  anywise  a  subject  of  the  bill,  and  for  which  no 
proposition  for  an  appropriation  was  before  the 
committee.  It  did  not  pertain  at  all  to  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  proviso  itself,  or  to  its  substitute,  to 
which  the  gentleman  said  it  was  an  addition.  True, 
it  might  be  called  an  addition  in  point  of  locality 
and  position  in  the  bill,  bat  not  otherwise.  On 
looking  it  over  at  the  table,  he  found  no  provision 
In  it  in  regard  to  any  judicial  officer.  Here,  then, 
was  tbe  express  rule  that  no  proposition  on  a  sub- 
ject different  from  that  under  consideration  should 
fee  admitted  as  an  amendment.  On  what  ground 
could  the  committee  disregard  this  role,  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  a  subject  not  commit- 
ted is  tbeml  Additions  of  this  sort  had,  it  is  true, 
made  in  former  bids,  in  a  few  instances 
as  aberrations,  but  they  had  been 
either  oy  general  consent,  expressly  dis- 
with  the  rale,  or  m  the  Senate,  where 


the  rule  did  not  exist.  No  decision  of  the  House 
could  be  shown,  upon  the  point  of  order  raised, 
sancitDning  such  an  amendment  ai  in  order  when 
objected  to.  He  believed  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
was  conformable  both  to  the  words  of  the  rule  and 
to  all  former  constructions  of  it,  and  should  there- 
fore support  it. 

And  the  question  being  then  put,  "Shall  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
committee!"  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  with- 
out a  division. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  affirmed 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then  offered  the  follow- 
ing amendment: 

"Provided  further.  That  the  district  altomays  for  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  and  for  the  several  districts,  the  clerks  and 
marshals  respectively  of  the  same,  shall  renderan  account  quar- 
ter yearly,  each  and  ever y  year  hereafter,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  of  all  feet,  emoluments,  aud  receipts  of  every 
name  and  nature  whatever  by  them  respectively  received  by 
virtue  of  said  offices;  which  account  shall  be  rendered  upon 
oath  or  affirmation,  and  ahall  be  in  soch  form,  and  supported 
by  such  proofs  as  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury  in  hv  judgment 
may  prescribe  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  provisions  here- 
inafter named:  that  Is  to  say,  If  It  shall  appear  that  the  salaries, 
fees,  and  emolument*,  receipts,  and  earnings  of  any  ofthe  said  at 
torneys  shall  exceed  die  sura  of  $4,600,  then  such  attorneys  shall 
pay  such  excess  into  the  Treasury  of  I'  e  United  Slates  for  gs- 
neral  purposes  of  Government.  And  if  the  salaries,  fees,  emo- 
luments or  earnings  of  any  of  the  said  clerks  or  marshals  shall 
exceed  #3,600,  then  the  excess  shall  in  like  manner  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.  And  if  the  salaries, 
earnings,  fees,  and  emoluments  of  any  of  the  said  marshals 
shall  exceed  the  sura  of  #6.000,  then  such  excess  shall  also  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. " 

Mr.  CUSHLNG  inquired  of  the  Chair  whethvr 
this  proposition  was  not  substantially  the  same  as 
that  struck  ont  last  evening? 

After  a  few  moments'  consideration,  the  CHAIR- 
MAN said  tbat  he  had  not  bad  time  to  examine  the 
proposition  minutely,  but,  from  looking  at  it,  he 
thought  he  saw  that  it  was  a  proposition  to  insert 
as  an  amendment  to  tbe  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Ta  mpson]  engrafted 
on  the  bill  laM  evening,  that  portion  of  me  original 
proviso  which  was  sirock  oat,  almost  in  tbe  very 
terms  of  the  proviso.  If  that  was  so,  it  was  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  thentffered  the  follow- 
ing  amendment  to  the  amendment: 

Provided,  That  the  fees  and  emoluments  retained 
by  the  district  attorneys,  marshals,  and  clerks,  shall 
in  no  case,  exceed,  for  the  district  attorney  and 
mar*  hal,  or  either  of  them,  the  sum  of  J6  000;  and 
those  for  each  of  the  clerks  shall  not  exceed,  in  any 
case,  |4, 500;  the  surplus  of  fees  and  emoluments 
lobe  paid  into  the  public  Treasury,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  subject  to  the  d.sposi- 
lion  of  Congress. 

Mr.  HUNT  submitted  that  this  was  precisely  the 
same  proposition  in  principle  as  the  proposition 
struck  ont  last  night,  which  was,  fixing  a  maxi- 
mum. 

The  amendment  was  debated  by  Messrs.  CAVE 
JOHNSON,  EVANS,  WISE,  CURTIS,  VAN- 
DERPOBL,  STANLY,  GRANGER,  GRAVES, 
and  GUSHING. 

The  latter  observed  that,  during  the  debate,  he 
had  been  much  edified  at  tbe  exhibition  of  such 
■ew  born  zeal  of  the  Administration  going  out  of 
power,  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  these  effieers.  It 
was  a  sudden  conversion—a  conversion  in  the  very 
agonies  of  death.  Mr.  C.  went  on  to  contend  tbat, 
during  the  last  twelve  years,  the  Administration 
had  made  no  effort  for  the  reform  now  proposed, 
but  now  their  successors  were  about  to  be  carried 
into  power,  this  attempt  was  made.  Mr.  C.  also 
contended  that  under  the  present  and  latt  Adminis- 
trations, the  burdens  ofthe  people,  instead  of  being 
diminished,  had  been  increased.  He  thfn  pro* 
creded  to  say  tbat  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  expended 
$23,000,000  during  his  term,  of  the  surplus  reve- 
nue ofthe  fourth  instalment,  not  distributed  among 
the  people.  Yes,  a'l  this  in  addition  to  the  ordi- 
nary revenue  of  Government,  had  been  devoured, 
destroyed,  burnt  up,  by  this  Administration.  After 
some  further  remarks,  complaining  that  this  mea- 
sure of  reform  had  not  been  introduced  until  the 
dying  throes  of  the  Administration,  Mr.  C.  con- 
cluded by  appealing  to  members  of  both  parties  to 
suspend  all  further  debate  of  a  party  character,  and 
proceed  at  once  to  the  merits  of  the  bill  before 
ihem, 


After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  CRARY  in  favor 
of  commencing  reform  at  the  present  time,  without 
waiting  for  another  opportunity, 

Mr.  GENTRY  took  the  floor,  and  made  some 
very  violent  remarks  against  the  party  now  in 
power,  for  not  commencing  this  reform  at  an  ear* 
tier  period. 

Mr.  ALFORD  was  surprised  to  hear  his  Whig 
friends  talk  in  tbe  way  they  did.  His  object  in 
rising  was  to  nrge  upon  them  n*ot  to  reserve  the 
work  of  reform  until  General  Harrison  should 
come  into  power,  but  to  do  it  note.  Tnis  was  the 
proper  time  to  do  the  deed.  He  hoped  bis  friends 
would  not  think  because  he  deemed  this  an  im- 
proper time  to  touch  the  tariff,  that  he  considered  it 
too  toon  to  commence  re! or m.  It  was  always  tpo 
soon  to  do  wrong,  but  never  too  soon  to  commence 
doing  right. 

After  some  further  remarks  in  relation  to  the  im- 
propriety of  wasting  time  in  party  recriminations, 
now  that  the  battle  had  been  won,  Mr.  A.  again 
urged  that  now  was  the  accepted  time— now  was 
the  day  of  salvation.  He  would  tell  his  friends, 
that  after  making  thousands  of  stump  speeches 
through  the  country  about  "reform,"  it  ill  became 
ihem  to  refuse  to  commence  that  reform  whenever 
they  had  the  power. 

At  the  late  canvass  there  were  three  candidates, 
▼iz:    Harrison,  Tyler,    and   Reform.    Tbey  had^ 
elected  two  of  the  candidates,  Harrison  and  Tyler, 
and  it  was  their  dun  to  bring  up  the  third. 

Bat,  (continued  Mr.  A  )  gentlemen  say  they  . 
will  not  commence  now.  Why  not?  What  ex- 
cuse eoutd  lh«*y  have  in  not  carrying  out  their  pro- 
mises whenever  an  opportunity  should  offer?  These 
Loco  Focos,  as  they  are  called,  and  I  think  very 
properly  too,  although  they  do  repeat  at  the 
list  moment,  like  the  thief  on  the  Cross,  yet  as  they 
do  not  repent,  I  call  on  my  friends  to  embrace  the 
opportunity  and  co-operate  win  them,  whatever 
may  be  their  motive,  in  the  correction  of  these 
abuses.  No  matter  what  may  be  the  motive,  now 
these  Loco  Ft  cos  are  ready  to  go  for  reform,  al- 
though at  the  last  hour,  I  say  go  with  them.  Do 
good  whenever  you  can. 

After  drawing  a  centra: t  between  the  high  sala- 
ries ofthe  United  Stairs  District  Attorneys,  Mar- 
shals, etc.  and  those  of  the  high  officers  of  the  Go- 
vernment, Mr.  A.  asked  his  friends  what  excuse 
they  could  pow ibly  have  for  refusing  to  reduce  the 
salaries  of  these  attorneys.  Fcra  longtime  past 
the  Whigs  have  been  condemning  the  extrava- 
gance of  the  Loco'Foco?,  ani  bawling  aKotrt  "re- 
form, reform,"  on  every  smmp;  and  now  when 
they  had  a  chance  to  commence  that  reform, 
they  were  anxious  to  put  it  off  nni it  another 
opportunity.  They  had  been  constantly  teaz- 
ing  the  Loco-Focrs  about  retrenchment,  and 
now  those  sinners  repented,  the  Whig  re- 
formers refused  to  co-operate  with  them.  Mr. 
A.  continued  his  remarks  at  some  length,  censuring 
his  Whig  friends  for  their  indisposition  to  show 
their  faith  by  their  works,  now  that  the  opportuni- 
ty was  afforded.  He  warned  them  that  the  people 
would  never  consider  it  a  good  reason  for  opposing 
measures  of  retrenchment,  that  those  measures  ori- 
ginated with  the  party  now  going  out  of  power. 
Neither  would  the  people  hold  them  blameless  for 
violating  thdr  promises,  npon  the  pretence  that 
those  who  called  on  them  for  the  performance,  be- 
longed to  an  expiring  Administration.  He  hinted 
thai  the  real  motive  of  the  Whigs,  who  opposed 
a  limitation  of  the  excessive  salaries  which  tbe 
pressure  of  the  times  had  produced,  was  that  cer- 
tain gentlemen,  belonging  to  the  incoming  Admi* 
nistration,  were  casting  their  eyes  towards  them, 
and  looked  to  enjoy  tbem.  But,  said  Mr.  A.  I  tell 
the  gentlemen  who  have  opposed  this  reform,  tbat 
if  no  one  can  be  found  in  the  North  who  will  ac- 
cept the  office  there,  at  the  limited  salary  of  #6,4)00 
a  year,  I  shall  be  glad  of  it,  for  then  there  will  be 
some  chance  for  a  Nullifier  of  Georgia  to  come  in 
for  the  appoistment. 

Mr.  A.  concluded  by  saying,  tbat  with  all  his  pre* 
judioes  against  the  present  Administration,  yet  now 
they  proposed  reform,  although  at  the  last  hour 
of  their  existence,  he  was  ready,  and  Willing  to  co- 
operate with  them.  And  he  would  say  to  his 
friends  in  the  words  of  Sbakspeare, 
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''Lay  on  Macduff, 

And  d— d  be  ha  who  ficst  cries  hold !  enough." 

Mr.  STEENROD  askf  d  Mr.  Thompson  when  he 
(Mr.  T  )  introduced  bis  bill  to  reduce  the  salaries 
of  the  marshals  and  district  attorneys. 

Mr.-THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  said,  in  an- 
swer to  the  question  propounded  to  him  hy  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he  bad  to  say 
that,  when  he  came  here  test  session,  being  fully 
apprized  of  the  enarmaua  sums  (as  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  will  have  it)  received. by  the  marshals 
and  clerks  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  for 
their  services,  be,  at  a  very  early  period  of  the  last 
session,  introduced  a  bill,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  remedy  the  evils  now  complained  of,  and  which 
contained  the  identical  principles  of  the  proviso  he 
had  offered  on  last  night.  This  bill  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  and  01  several 
occasions  he  sought  interviews  with  some  of  the 
members  of  that  committee,  and  urged  upon  tbem 
to  report  the  bill  back  to  this  House..  At  last,  it 
was  reported,  and  placed  upon  (he  calendar  of  this 
House;  but  it  was  at  so  late  a  perioJ  of  the  ses- 
sion, that  it  was  impossible  to  reach  and  act  npon 
it.  Among  all  his  political  friends  with  whom 
he  had  consulted  as  to  that  bill,  he  never  heard  one 
of  them  object  to  its  principles,  propriety,  or  po- 
licy. The  course  of  remarks  which  had  been  in- 
dulged in  during  this  debate,  made  it  proper  for 
him  to  make  this  statement 

Bat,  while  he  was  up,  he  ihougt  it  proper  to  make 
one  or  two  remarks  further.  Gentlemen  ask, whence 
this  new-born  zeal  for  reform?  So  far  as  he  was 
concerned  himself,  all  who  have  observed  his  course 
in  this  House  will  bear  him  witness  that  it  was  by 
no  means  a  new  feeling  or  a  new  line  of  conduct. 
He  had  always  been  prepared  to  vote  for  erery 
thing  which  savored  of  reform,  whenever  it  came 
up,  and  wherever  it  could  be  reached.  The  ques- 
tion was  now  up  in  order,  and  he  hoped  the  prac- 
tice of  gent'emen  would  square  with  their  often  re- 
peated professions.  He  hoped  that  a  great  princi- 
ple was  not  to  be  lost  and  frittered  away  by  techni- 
cal questions  of  order.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Gentry,]  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  has  been  pleased  to  denominate  the  Demo- 
cratic party  as  an  ezpiiiog  party,  in  the  last 
gasp.  He  would  tell  that  gentleman,  he 
shoots  wide  the  mark  in  supposing  the  Demo- 
cratic party  a  dying  party.  He,  no  doubt,  would 
be  glad  to  have  it  so.  He,  no  doubt  would 
rejoice  in  his  heart,  firmly  to  believe  its  truth. 
But  he  would  tell  him,  lay  not  the  flattering  unction 
to  his  soul;  the  spirit  of  Democracy  is  not  dead — 
it  is  not  down;  and  like  Banquo's  ghost,  it  will  not 
down  at  his  bidding.  Bui,  in  some  shape  or 
other,  he  will  have  to  speak  to  it,  either  as 
"a  spirit  of  health  or  a  goblin  damned;"  and 
if  he  did  not  mistake,  it  would  bear  to  him 
no  joyful  tidings  of  quiet  and  repose.  It  is 
true  the  people  have,  in  their  sovereign  pleasure, 
taken  the  offices  of  the  country  out  of  their  hands 
and  given  them  to  the  Whig  party.  We  have  been 
defeated  afe  not  overthrown.  We  have  lost  power, 
but  our  principles  the  principles  of  the  people.  And 
if  the  incoming  Administration  shall  fail  to  carry 
out  those  great  principles,  gentlemen  will  find,  to 
their  great  discomfiture,  that  after  this  supposed 
death,  will  come  the  resurrection  and  the  judgment, 
when  righteousness,  justice,  and  truth,  will  prove 
triumphant. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gentry] 
likens  the  Democratic  party  to  condemned  criminals 
under  the  gallows,  in  a  condition  01  infamy,  and 
are  now  making  the  confessions  which  are  eatorted 
from  them  by  a  guilty  conscience.  This,  sir,  is  not 
an  orginal  idea  with  ths  gentleman;  it  is  but  the 
echo  of  what  has  been  said  by  another  greater  man 
in  Israel  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol.  He  pro- 
tested against  the  application  of  any  such  terms  to 
the  party  to  which  be  belonged  They  were  un- 
just and  unmerited,  and  found  no  justification  in  his 
opinion,  in  the  feelings  of  the  people.  But  should 
tne  gentleman  seek  to  apply  the  infamy  be  speaks 
of  to  the  individual  members  of  the  Democratic 
party- 
Here  the  CHAIR  interposed,  and  said  he  did  not 
understand  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  as  in- 


tending hi*  remarks  to  be  be  taken  in  any  personal 
sense  whatever. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  not  a  word  more 
to  say,  if  that  was  his  intention,  and  wonld  not 
longer  detain  the  committee. 

Mr.  MORGAN  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  inserting  a  proviso  that  all  the  fee*  over  % 6,000 
received  by  district  attorneys,  marshals,  etc.  for  toe 
last  twelve  years  should  be  refunded,  butsebsequent- 
ly  withdrew  it,  with  the  remark  fas  the  Reporter 
understood)  that,  as  he  supposed  very  little 
could  be  obtained  from  th*  gentlemen  who  had 
held  these  offices  during  that  time,  he  would  not 
press  it. 

Mr.  Morgan  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  inserting  after  the  word  "service"  the 
words  "exclusive  of  clerk  hire." 

Which  motion  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Cave  Johwsom j  and,  by  ayes  98,  noes  48,  it 
was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  took  a  recess  until  4  o'clock. 


Evening  Session. 

At  4  o'clock,  Mr.  BELL,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union, 
resumed  the  chair,  and  called  the  committee  to 
Order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  question  before 
the  committee  was  now  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huwt 
to  strike  out  the  entire  proviso. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  if  the  amendments 
were  not  in  lieu  of  ths  motion  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso. 

The  CHAIR  answered  no;  that  the  amendments 
had  been  made  under  the  law  of  Parliament,  which 
permitted  a  proposition  to  be  amended  so  as  to  make 
it  as  perfect  as  possible  before  the  question  be  put 
on  striking  it  out  altogether. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  took  the  floor  and  spoke 
upon  the  5 object  of  reform  genera'ly,  and  as  to  his 
own  course  in  particular,  in  relation  to  that  subject, ' 
during  the  ten  years  he  had  served  in  Congress. 

Mr.  GRAVES,  Mr.  GENTRY,  and  Mr.  C.  H. 
WILLIAMS,  made  frequent  explanations  during 
Mr.  Johnson's  speech. 

Mr.  J.  had  not  concluded  at  5  o'clock,  when, 
under  the  order  of  this  morning,  the  debate  was 
arrested,  and  the  committee  commenced  to  vote. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  striking  out  the 
entire  proviso,  as  amended  on  the  motions  of  Mr. 
Thompson  of  Mississippi  and  Mr.  Cive  Johnson. 
The  House  was  counted  by  tellers,  and  there  ap- 
peared for  striking  out  57,  against  it  113. 

And  so  the  proviso,  as  amended,  stands, 

Numerous  other  amendments  were  offered  to  the 
bill,  some  of  which  elicited  interesting  explana- 
tions.   A  fall  report  is  in  course  of  preparation. 

At  half  past  nine  o'clock,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
JONES  of  Virginia,  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  re- 
ported to  the  Home. 

Whereon, 

Mr.  WISE  moved  the  previous  question  on  the 
bill  and  amendments. 

But,  pending  that  motion, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Wednesday,  February  24, 1841. 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  Hampshire  in  favor  of  a  law  fixing 
the  election  of  electors  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  Uaited  States  on  the  same  day 
throughout  the  Union;  which  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  resolution?  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts  in  relation  to  claims  for 
French  spoliations  prior  to  1800,  and  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  bill  now  before  Congress 
making  indemnity  therefor;  which  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Havre  de  Grace,  praying  an  appropriation 
for  deepening  the  channel  at  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bor; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  that  the  Senate  would 
take  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Her- 
nandez, and  made  a  strong  appeal  to  the  Senate  in 


behalf  of  the  claimant;  but  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  WRIGHT,  on  account  of  the  thinness  of  the 
Senate,  Mr.  HUBBARD  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
gave  notice  that  he  would  renew  the  motion  to* 
morrow  at  half  past  twelve  o'clock. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the  Se- 
nate lookup  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ivabeila  Hill, 
widow,  and  John  Hill,  Elizabeth  Hill,  and  Samuel 
Hill,  children  and  minor  heirs  at  law  of  Samuel 
Hill,  deceased;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  th«  relief  of 
Charles  F.  Sibbald,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas  M. 
Isett;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Contingent  Expenses: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  Robert  Peale, 
for  extra  duties  as  assistant  doorkeeper,  during  the 
past  session  of  Congress,  and  for  the  performance 
of  the  duties  of  Sergeant-at-Arms  during  a  part  of 
the  last  and  the  present  session,  the  same  amount 
that  was  allowed  to  John  Sbackford  for  similar  ser- 
vices, by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  1st  of 
March,  18337 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  M.  Charlton,  a 
Cherokee  Indian,  and  others; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Garry  Hinant; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacques  Bon  and  AJex* 
ander  Coleman; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McClanahan; 
and 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Margaret  Jami- 
son; were  severally  considered  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Tucker, 
was  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading;  and  on  motionbv  Mr. 
CLAY  of  Alabama,  it  was  read  a  third  time  and 


BANKS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  S  nate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the  banks  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  concluded  his  remarks,  and  the 
question  was  taken  on  his  amendment,  and  it  was 
disagreed  to— ayes  2,  noes  33. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Albama  then  offered  the  follow- 
ing amendment  to  the  bill: 

And  provided,  further,  that  nothing  herein  con- 
tained bhall  be  so  contrued  as  to  prevent  said 
banks,  or  either  of  them,  from  paying  depositee 
heretofore  made  in  said  banks,  or  either  of  mem, 
in  the  kind  of  funds  in  which  said  deposites  were 
made. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  WRIGHT  and 
Mr.  CLAY,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ALLEN  then  offered  an  amendment,  mak- 
ing the  stockholders  liable  fir  the  debts  of  the  bank; 
which  was  disagreed  to— ayes  18,  noes  19. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading — ayes  38,  noes  13. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  Executive  session, 

And  afterwards  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wednesday,  February  94,  1841. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  present  a  resolution  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,  directing  the  payment  cf  the 
per  diem  to  such  members  as  were  prevented  from 
reaching  Washington  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session,  in  consequence  of  the  storm  which 
prevailed  about  that  time. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  could  not  be  then  em* 
tertained,  inasmuch  a*  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wis*,]  made  last  evening  for 
the  previous  question  on  the  amendments  adopted 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the 
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CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL, 

Was  then  pending. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  seconding  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  and  resulted :  Ayes  75— 
noes  21. 

But  no  quorum  voting 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  a  call  of  the  House, 
and  thereupon  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  resulted :  Yeas  106 — nays  42. 

So  a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered. 

The  Clerk  was  proceeding  in  the  call,  when 

Mr.  MORGAN  moved  that  all  further  proceed- 
theretn  be  dispensed  with;  and  on  that  motion, . 
.  ANDERSON  cal'ed  for  the  yeas  and  naysj 
bat 

Mr.  MORGAN  having  withdrawn  his  motion, 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  CJcrk  resumed  the  call. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  all  further  proceedings 
therein  be  dispensed  with;  on  which  motion, 

Mr.  ANDREWS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
bat  they  were  not  ordered. 

The  call  having  been  concluded,  the  names  of 
the  absentees-  were  then  called;  and  it  appeared 
that  189  members  answered  to  their  names. 

The  names  of  the  absentees  were  about  being 
again  called,  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLIFFORD,  all  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  se- 
conded, and  the  main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  now  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendments  to  the  general  appropriation  bill, 
adopted  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Several  of  the  amendments  were  then  agreed  to 
ffywrm. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
appropriating  $30,000  for  the  repair  of  the  Poto- 
mac Bridge,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
115,  nays  75. 

On  the  proviso  relating  to  the  reduction  of  the 
fees  and  emoluments  of  United  States  Distrct  At- 
tornies,  Marsballs,  etc.  as  amended  by  Messrs.  Ja- 
cob Thompson  and  Cave  Johnson, 

Mr.  GRANGER  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question. 

And  the  SPEAKER  decided  that  it  was  divi- 
sible. 

Mr.  WISE  appealed  from  the  decision;  but  on 
the  question  being  taken,  ihe  decision  of  the  Spjkak- 
xn  was  affirmed.  *  * 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  first  branch,  being  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Jacob  Thompson,  of  Mississippi: 

•That  hereafter,  in  lieu  of  all  fees,  emoluments,  and  receipts, 
now  allowed,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  United  Sutep 
ctackft,  attorneys,  counsel,  and  marshals,  in  the  district  and  cir- 
cafe  courts  ofine  United  Stales  in  the  several  States,  to  demand 
>  fees  that  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be. 


HirataTc  hwphiw  icca   uiai    nww   aia,  vt  iioiuancr   uulj    uv. 

allowed  by  the  laws  of  the  said  Stales  respectively  where  said 
courts  are  held,  to  the  clerks,  attorneys,  and  counsel,  andsbe- 
rifts,  in  the  highest  courts  of  the  said  States  in  which  like  eer- 
viees arc  rendered:  and  no  other  fees  or  emoluments,  except 
that  the  marshals  shall  receive  in  full,  for  summoning  all  the 
jurors  for  any  one  eeurt,  thirty  dollars:  and  shall  receive,  for 
every  dmy'e  actual  attendance  at  any  court,  five  dollars  per  day; 
aad  tpr  any  serrices,  including  the  compensation  for  mileage, 
bysnidoffic  "     "' ,..._... 


rformed  by  said  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duty. 

1  which  no  compensation  ie  provided  by  the  laws  of  said 
nates,  respectively,  the  said  officers  may  receive  such  fees  as 
ere  new  allowed  by  law  aeeoi dmc  to  the  existing  usage  and 
practice  of  said  cotma'of  the  United  States;  and  every  district 
attorney  .except  the  district  attorney  of  the  southern  district 
of  Mew  York,  shell  receive,  in  addition  to  the  above  fees,  a  sa- 
lary of  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum." 

And  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alforrj,  Jndson  Allen,  Ander- 
son, Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks,  Baker,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Bell,  Blaekwell,  Boardman,  Boyd,  Brew* 
near,  Briggs,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown, 
Bwke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  William  O.  Batler, 
Waiiam  B.  Campbell,  Carr,  Casey,  Chapman, 
Carina,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Clifford,  Coles,  Connor, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  William  R.  Cooper,  Crabb, 
Crary,  Crockett,  Cross,  Curtis,  Cashing,  Edward 
Davies,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Garrett  Da- 
vis, Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dickerson,  Del- 
ict, Doan,  Doe,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Earl,  East* 
nan,  Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Fornanee,  Galbraith,  Garland,  Grates,  Gentry, 
Gerry,  Goggin,  Graham,  Granger,  Grave*,  Green, 
Griffin,  Grinnell,  Habersham,  Hammond,  Hand, 
William  8.  Hastings,  John  Hastings,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hoffman, 
Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hunt,  Jackson,  Charles  John*  | 


ston,  Joseph  Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Na- 
thaniel Jones,  John  W.  Janes,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Kempshall,  Kille,  King,  Lace,  LeadbeUer,  Leet, 
Leonard,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lowell,  J-ucas,  Mc- 
Carty, McCiellan,  McCulloch,  McKay,  Meredith 
Mallory,  Francis  Ma] lory,  Marvin,  Mason,  Me- 
dia, Mitchell,  Monroe,  Montanya,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Morrow, 
Newbard,  Nisber,  Osborne,  Parmenter,  Parris, 
Paynter,  Peck,  Pickens,  PrentisF,  Profit,  Ran- 
dolph, Rayner,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Ed- 
ward Rogers,  Russell,  Samuels,  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
Sbepard,  Simonton,  John  Smith,  Truman  Smith, 
Thomas  Smith,  Stanly,  Starkweather,  Sieenrod, 
Strong,  Stnart,  Sumter,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Philip 
F.  Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Trumbull,  Tar- 
ney,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  David  D.  Wegener, 
Peter  J.  Wagner,  Warren,  Weller,  Edward  D. 
White,  John  White,  Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Lewis 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthrop,  and 
Wise-176. 

NAYS— Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Barnard, 
Calhoun,  Cranston,  Evans,  Goode,  James,  Jame- 
son, Miller,  Calvary  Morris,  Randall,  Saltonstall, 
Albert  Smith,  Toland,  and  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams— 16. 

So  (his  branch  of  the  proviso  was*  concurred  in. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  agreeing  to  the 
second  branch,  being  the  "amendment  of  Mr.  Cave 
Johnson,  vis: 

Provided,  That  the  feee  and  emoluments  returned  by  the  die- 
trict  attorneys,  marshals,  and  clerks,  shall  in  no  case  exceed 
for  the  district  attoi  ney  s  or  marshals,  or  either  of  them,  the  num 
of  six  thousand  dollars;  and  those  for  each  of  the  clerks  shall  not 
exceed  in  any  case  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars— the 
surplus  of  fees  and  emoluments  to  be  paid  into  the  public  Trea- 
sury, under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  subject  to  the  disposition  of 
Congress. 

And  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas 
and  nayi  as*  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alford,  Judson  Allen,  Ander- 
son, Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks,  Baker,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Blaekwell,  Boardman,  Boyd,  Brewster, 
Briggs,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H. 
Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Calhoum,  William  B» 
Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll,  Casey,  Cbapman,  Clif- 
ford, Coles,  Connor,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  William  R. 
Cooper,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Cross,  Edward 
Davies,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Garrett  Da- 
vis, Deberry,  Dennis,  Dickerson,  Del  let,  Doan, 
Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Earl,  Eastman,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Fornanee,  Galbraith,  Garland,  Gerry,  Giddings, 
Goggin,  Goode,  Graham,  Green,  Griffin,  Hand, 
John  Hastings,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Hilt  of 
Virginia,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Jackson,  Jameson, 
Charles  Johnston,  Joseph  Johnion,  Nat.  Jones, 
John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kille,  Lane,  LeadbeUer, 
Leet,  Lewis,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McCiellan,  McCol- 
iocb,  McKay,  Meredith  Mallory,  Francis  Mallory, 
Mason,  Mt  dill,  Miller,  Montanya,  Montgomery, 
Naylor,  Newbard,  Osborne,  Parrish,  Parmenter, 
Parris,  Paynter,  Pickens,  Prentiss,  Reynolds, 
Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  Ryall,  Samuels,  Shaw, 
Shepard,  Simonton,  John  Smith,  Tbos.  Smith, 
Stanly,  Starkweather,  Steearod,  Strong,  Stuart, 
Sumter,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Philip 
F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  John  B.  Tbomp- 
son,  Tillinghast,  Trumbull,  Turney,  Underwood, 
Vanderpoel,  Vroora,  David  D.  Wegener,  Peter  J. 
Wagner,  Weller,  J.  White,  Wick.  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, Henry  Williams,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  and  Wise 
—138. 

NAYS— Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Barnard, 
Bell,  Brockway,  Albert  G.  Brown,  John  Camp- 
bell, Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Curtis,  Cnshing, 
Dawson,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Gen- 
try, Gianger,  Grinnell,  Habersham,  Hammond, 
William  S.  Hastings,  Hunt,  James,  Wm.  Cost 
Johnson,  Kemble,  Kempshall,  King,  Leonard, 
Lincoln,  Marvin,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Morrow,  Nisber,  Peck,  Randolph,  Rayner, 
Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Slade, 
Albert  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Waddy  Thompson, 
Toland,  Warren,  Edward  D.  White,  Thomas  W. 
Williams,  and  Winthrop — 53. 

So  the  proviso,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Oa  the  amendment  "for  the  payment  of  ar- 


rearages for  completing  the*  custom  house  at  New 
York,  |34,321  21,"  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded by  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  and  being  or- 
dered, were  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  John  W.  Allen, 
Baker,  Bell,  Boardman,  Brewster,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  William  0.  Butler,  Cal- 
houn, John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chinn,  Chittenden, 
Clark,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cashing,  Edward  Davies, 
John  Davis,  Garret  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
Dennis,  Doe,  Earl,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Floyd, 
Fornanee,  Galbraith,  Gentry,  Granger,  Graves, 
Green,  Grinnell,  W.  S.  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry, 
Holmes,  Hunt,  Jackson,  Charles  Johnston,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Nalh.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kempshall,  King, 
Lane,  Lincoln,  McCarty,  Meredith  Mallory,  Mar- 
vin, Mason,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Montanya,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Morrow,  Newhard, 
Osborne,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Profit,  Randall, 
Randolph,  R&fiden,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Edward 
Rogers,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Truman 
Smith,  Stuart,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast, 
Toland,  Trumbull,  Vanderpoel,  Edward  D.  White, 
John  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  and  Win- 
throp—89. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alford,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Blaekwell,  Boyd,  Burke,  Sampson 
H.  Sutler,  W.  B.  Campbell,  Carr,  Carrol),  Chap- 
man, Clifford,  Coles.  Connor,  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
Wm.  R.  Cooper,  Crabb,  Crary,  Crockett,  John 
W.  Davis,  Dellet,  Doan,  Dromgoole,  Duncan, 
Eastman,  Fisher,  Garland,  Grerry,  Goggin,  Goode, 
Graham,  Griffin,  Hammond,  John  Hastings,  Haw- 
kins, Hill  of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North  Carolina, 
Jameson,  J.  W.Jones,  Kille, Leet,  Leonard,  Lewis, 
Lowell,  Lucas,  McCiellan,  McCulloch,  McKay, 
Francis  Mallory,  Medill,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Nisbet,  Parrish,  Parris,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Ryall, 
Samuels,  Shaw,  Simonton,  John  Smith,  Thomas 
Smi'h,  Stanly,  Starkweather*  Sieenrod,  Strong, 
Sumter,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  P.  F.  Thomas, 
Waddy  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Underwood, 
Vroom,  David  D.  Wegener,  Warren,  Weller, 
Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams, 
Lewis  Williams,  and  Wise— 68. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  also  taken  on  agreeing 
to  the  fallowing  amendment: 

"For  furniture  for  the  custom  house,  New  York, 
$8,000." 

And  the  amendment  was  rejected,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  John  W.  Allen, 
Baker,  Bel),  Boardman,  Brewster,  Brockway,  John 
Campbell,  Carroll,  Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Wil- 
liam R.  Cooper,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cash- 
ing, Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dennis, 
Dickerson,  Doe,  Earl,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore, 
Graves,  Green,  Grinnell,  Habersham,  William  S. 
Hasting?,  Holmes,  Hunt,  Jackson,  James,  Charles 
Johnston,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Kemble,  Kempshall, 
King,  Leonard,  L  ncoln,  McCarty,  Meredith  Mal- 
lory, Marvin,  Mason,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Morgan, 
Osborne,  Palen,  Peck,  Pickens,  Randal,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Ridgway,  Edward  Rogers,  Russell,  Salton- 
stall, Sergeant,  Albert  Smith,  Traman  Smith,  Stu- 
art, Tillinghast,  Toland,  Trumbull,  Vanderpoel, 
Peter  J.  Wagner,  Edward  D.  White,  John  White, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  and 
Winthrop— 75. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alford,  Anderson,  Andrews, 
Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Blaekwell,  Boyd, 
Albert  G.  Brown,  Burke,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  Wil- 
liam O.  Butler,  William  B.  Campbell,  Carr,  Ca- 
sey, Chapman,  Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Crabb,  Edward  Davies,  John  Davis,  John 
W.  Davis,  Dellet,  Doan,  Dromgoole,  Duncan, 
Eastman,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Fornanee,  Galbraith, 
Gentry,  Gerry,  Goggin,  Goode,  Graham,  Griffin, 
Hammond,  Hawes,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hill  of  North 
Carolina,  Hopkins,  Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
John  W.Jones,  Keim,  Kille,  Lane,  Lead  better, 
Leet,  Lewis,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McCiellan,  McCul- 
loch, McKay,  Francis  Mallory,  Medill,  Miller, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Newhard, 
Nisber,  Parrish,  Parris,  Paynter,  Prentiss,  Rariden, 
Reynolds,  Rives,  Ryall,  Samuels,  Shaw,  Simonton, 
John  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Stanly,  Starkweather, 
H  Sieenrod,  Strong,  Sumter,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro, 
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Philip  F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Turned,  Underwood,  Vroom,  Warren, 
Weller,  Wick,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Wit- 
liatris.Lewis  William?,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
and  Wise— 100. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  following 
an  endment,  viz: 

"For  furniture  for  the  President's  House,  of 
American  manufacture,  so  far  as  may  be  practica- 
ble and  expedient,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  in  addition  to  the  avails  of 
the  sa'es  of  decayed  furniture,  the  sum  of 
#6,000i» 

And  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  90,  nays 
86,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Jndson  Allen,  John  W.  Alien, 
Bell,  Boardman,  Brockway,  Sampson  H.  Butler, 
Calhoun,  Carroll,  Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Cran- 
ston, Cross,  Edward  Davies,  Ga?rett  Davis,  Daw- 
son, Deberry,  Dennis,  Dickerson,  Dellet,  Doe, 
Earl,  Evans,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Fisher,  Galbraith, 
Gentry,  Giddings,  Granger,  Graves,  Grinnell,  Ha- 
bersham, Hammond,  Wm.  S.  Hasting,  John 
Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia, 
Holmes,  James,  Chas.  Johnston,  Kemble,  Kemp- 
shall,  King,  Lead  better,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  McCar- 
ty,  Meredith  Mai  lory,  Marvin,  Mason,  Monroe, 
Moore,  Morrow,  Naylor,  Nisber,  Osborne,  Parmen- 
ter,  Peck,  Pickens,  Randall,  Rariden,  Rayner,Reed, 
Ridgway,  Rives,  Edward  Rogers,  Russeil,  Salton- 
stall,  Sergeant,  Simon  ton,  Albert  Smith,  Truman 
Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Sumter,  Philip  F.  Thomas 
Waddy  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Trumbull, 
Underwood,  Peter  J.  Wasrner,  Warren,  Edward 
D.  White,  John  White,  Wick,  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
liams, and  Wintbrop— 90. 

NAYS — Messio.  auviu,  unaerson,  Andrews, 
Atherton,  Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Boyd,  Brewtter, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burke,  W.  0.  Butler,W.  B.  Camp- 
bell, Carr,  Casey,  Chapman,  CLfford,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Mark  A.  Cooper,  Wm.  R.  Cooper,  Crabb, 
Crary,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Doan,  Drom- 
goole,  Duncan,  Eastman,  Floyd,  Garland,  Gerry, 
Qoggin,  Goode,  Graham,  Green,  Griffin,  Hand, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins,  Jackson,  Jameson,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kille,  Lane,  Leet, 
Lewis,  Lowell,  Lucas,  McClellan,  McCnlloch, 
McKay,  Francis  Mallory,  Medill,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, S  W.  Morris,  Newhard,  Palen,  Parrish, 
Parris,  Paynter,  Prentiss,  Reynolds,  Ryall,  Sa- 
muels, Shaw,  John  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Stark- 
weather, S tee n rod,  Strong,  Taliaferro,  Jacob 
Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Turney,  Vroom, 
David  D.  Wagener,  Welier,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Henry  Williams,  L'wis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams, Christopher  H.  Williams,  and  Wise-i-86. 

The  next  amendment  was  then  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"For  annual  repair  of  the  President**  House, 
gardeners-  salary,  horse  and  cart,  laborers  and 
tools,  and  for  amount  due  F.  Masi  and  Company 
for  repairs  on  furniture,  $2,6*28  " 

The  question  was  about  being  taken,  when 

Mr.  MEDILL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered.    But 

Before  the  question  was  taken,  it  being  now  half 
past  two  o'clock, 

The  House  took  a  recess  until  fonr  o'clock. 


[iVENINQ  SESSION.] 

After  the  recess, 

The  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  ibsre  being 
but  few  members  present, 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  as  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  pending  on  the  amendments  adopted  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic appropriation  bill,  a  motion  for  a  call  of  the 
House  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  ANDREWS.  Well,  then,  I  move  to  ad- 
journ. 

On  that  motion,  Mr.  BANKS  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  resulted,  yea's 
4,  nays  108. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn;  bat  no  quorum 
voted. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE.  What  are  we  to  do  then? 
We  have  no  quorum;  the  House  refuses  to  ad- 
journ, and  a  call  of  the  House  is  not  in  older. 


Several  other  members  having  now  arrived,  the 
Speaker  decided  that  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  question  pending  being  on  the  following 
amendment: 

"For  annual  repair  of  the  President's  House, 
gardener's  salary,  hone  and  cart,  laborers  and 
tools,  and  for  amount  due  F.  Masi  and  Company 
for  repairs  on  furniture,  $2,628:"  it  was  agreed  to 
— yeas  112,  nays  49. 

After  the  adoption  of  several  other  amendments, 
without  a  division, 

The  amendment  appropriating  f  3  000  for  com- 
pleting the  court-house  at  Alexandria,  was  con- 
curred in  as  follows:  yeas  105,  nays  7. 

The  next  amendment  was  then  read  as  follows: 

"For  payment  to  the  stonecutters  and  the  other 
workmen  on  the  new  Treasury  building,  of  the 
sums  allowed  (hem  by  the  commissioners  appoint- 
ed by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  super- 
intend the  prosecution  of  the  work,  etc.  in  fulfil- 
ment of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  20th  July, 

1840,  |12,923;"  and  it  was  agreed  to— yeas  109, 
nays  60. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  agreeing  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  th-ir  amendment 
striking  out  the  appropriation  for  "a  Minister  to 
Mexico,  and  inserting  an  appropriation  for  a 
Charge  only;" 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  had 
seconded  this  amendment,  striking  off  the  Minister 
to  Mexico. 

Great  confusion  here  arose,  owing  to  many  mem- 
bers attempting  to  speaking  at  once. 

Mr.  MONROE,  in  a  very  loud  tone,  propounded 
a  question  to  the  Speaker  as  to  the  effect  of  a  re- 
jection of  the  amendment. 

The  noise  prevailing  was  so  great  that  the  re- 
sponse of  the  Speaker  was  not  heard. 

But  several  members  now  calling  on  Mr.  Mow- 
eoe  to  sit  down,  and  not  ask  such  simple  ques- 
tions, 

Mr.  MONROE  insisted  on  his  right  to  ask  any 
question  he  might  think  proper,  before  he  was  called 
upon  to  vote. 

Mr.  WISE.  Well,  then,  will  the  Speaker  please 
to  tell  me  how  to  spelt  apple  pie? 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  STANLY,  tn 
which  he  asked  to  be  eicosed  from  voting, 

Mr.  GRAVES  took  the  floor,  and  was  proceed- 
ing with  some  remarks,  v.  hen 

Mr.  WIS?  said  he  insisted  on  having  order,  and 
requested  the  gentleman  to  take  his  feat. 

Mr.  GRAVES  said,  well,  then,  let  him  state  his 
point  of  order  for  th*  decision  of  the  Chair,  but  I 
will  not  take  my  seat  at  his  [Mr.  Wise's]  corn- 
man'4. 

Mr.  WISE.  Well,  I  submit  my  point  of  order, 
which  is,  whether  a  gentleman  has  a  right,  for  the 
purpose  of  evading  the  previous  question,  to- 
Loud  cries  of  "order,"  "sit  down,1'  etc,  arose 
from  various  parts  of  the  hall. 

Mr.  WISE.  It's  of  no  use;  gentlemen  may 
call  "order"  as  much  as  they  please;  I  cannot  be 
put  down  on  my  own  point  of  order. 

Mr.  GRAVES.    What  is  the  point  of  order! 

Mr.  WISE.  Hear  it,  and  do  not  call  upon  me 
to  sit  down  before  you  know  what  it  is.  The  point 
of  order  is,  whether  a  gentleman  can,  to  evade  the 
previous  question,  ask  to  be  excused  from  voting, 
and  then  give  his  reasons! 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  obvious  that  such  a 
course  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  GRAVES  desired  to  know  if,  under  the  con- 
sideration of  a  bid  making  appropriation  for  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government  for 

1841,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  in  order  in 
asking  the  Speaker  "to  please  to  tell  him  how  to 
spell  apple  pie?" 

After  some  further  discussion  of  a  conversational 
character,  the  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Judson  Allen,  Banks,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert 
G.  Brown,  Burke,  Bynum,  Carr,  Casey,  Chapman, 
Clifford,  Coles,  Connor,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Crabb, 
Crary,  John  Davis,  John  W.  Davis,  Deberry, 
Dickerson,  Dellet,  J^oan,  Promjoole,  Poncan, 


Earl,  Eastman,  Fine,  Floyd,  Fornauce,  GaJbcaTdi, 
Ga'es,  (Terry,  Goggin,  Hammond,  Hand,  Jolm 
Hastings,  Hawkins,  Hill  of  North  Carolina,  Hop* 
kins,  Jackson,  Jameson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kille,  Leadbetfcr, 
Lucas,  McClellan,  McCulloch,  McKay,  Meredith 
Mallory,  Francis  xjallory,  Medill,  Miller,  Moa- 
tanya,  Montgomery,  Samuel  W.  Morris.  IJew- 
hard,  Parrish,  Parmenter.  Parris,  Paynter,  Prentiss, 
Reynolds,  Rives,  Edward.  Rogers,  Samuels,  Shaw, 
8hepard,John  Smith,  Thos,  Smith,  Staik weather, 
Sieenrod,  Strong,  Swearingen,  Sweney,  Philip  F. 
Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Turney,  Underwood. 
Vanderpoel,  Vroom,  David  D.  Wagener,  Welier, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Lswis  Wil- 
liams, and  Wise — 86. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alford,  John  W.  Alien,  An- 
drews, Baker,  Barnard,  Bell,  Boardman,  Brock- 
way,  Sampson  H.  Butler,  William  O.  Boiler, 
Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell, 
Carrol),  Chinn,  Chittenden,  Clark,  Craestra, 
dishing,  Edward  Davies,  Garrett  Davis,  Dawson- 
Dennis,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everelt,  Fillmore,  Gar, 
land,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goode,  Graham,  Granger, 
Graves,  Green,  Griffin,  Grinnell,  Habersham, 
Hall,  WilliamS.  Hastings,  Hawes,  H«nrr,  H01 
of  Virginia,  Hoffman,  Holmes,  Holt,  Hani, 
James,  Charles  Johnston,  William  Cost  Johnson, 
Kemble,  Kempshajl,  King,  Lane,  Leet,  I>ww, 
Lincoln,  Lowell,  McCarty,  Marvin,  Mason,  Mon- 
roe, Moore,  Morgan,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor, 
Nisbet,  Osborne,  Palen,  Peck,  Pickens,  Profit, 
Randall,  Randolph,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Reed,  Rbett, 
Ridgway,  Russell,  Saltonstalt,  Sergeant,  Simonton, 
Albert  Smi  b,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Sarn- 
ie r,  Taliaferro,  John  B  Tlompton,  Tillinghast, 
Toland,  Trumbull,  Peter  J.  Wagner,  Warren, 
Edward  D.  White,  John  White,  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  W  U- 
liams,and  Winthrop — 101. 

So  the  House  refused  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion for  a  Minister  to  Mexico. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  following 
amendment  of  Mr.  Uhmrwook 

After  the  word  dollars  In  the  535th  line,  page  93, 
insert  the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  however,  that  in  addition  te  return* 
now  required  to  be  rendered  by  postmasters,  it  sbajtt 
be  the  duty  of  the  postmasters  at  New  Yoik,  But- 
ton, Philadelphia,  Baltimore, .  an  I  New  Orleans, 
and  the  other  several- cities  of  the  Union,  each  and 
every  year  hereafter,  to  render  a  quarter  ye*riy 
account  to  the  Postmaster  General,  under  oath,  in 
such  form  as  the  latter  shall  prescribe  for  the  jmj;- 
pose  of  giving  full  effect  to  thispr  viso,  of  all  emo- 
luments or  sums,  by  them  respectively  receives  ror 
boxes  or  pigeon  holes,  or  other  receptacles  ftfjef- 
ters  or  papers,  and  by.  them  charged  for  to  indivi- 
duals; or  for  the  delivery  of  letters  or  papers  at  or 
from  any  place  in  either  of  the  said  cities,  other 
than  the  actual  post  office  of  such  city,  and  of  all 
emoluments,  receipts,  and  profits,  that  have  coon 
to  their  hands  by  reason  of  keeping  branch  offices 
in  either  of  said  cities;  and  if  from  such  acooutttiafril 
shall  appear  that  the  nett  amount  received  bw 
either  of  the  postmasters  at  either  of  such  cfficai 
for  such  boxes  and  pigeon  holes,  and  other  neoeata- 
cles  for  letters  and  papers,  and  for  delivering  let- 
ters or  papers  at  or  from  any  place,  in  either  of 
said  cities,  other  than  said  post  office,  and  or  tea* 
son  of  keeping  a  branch  post  office  in  either  of  said 
cities,  shall,  in  the  aggregate,  exceed  the  sasof 
three  thousand  dollars  m  any  one  year,  such  exeats 
shall  be  paid  to  the  Postmaster  General  for  too  use 
and  purposes  of  the  Post  Office  Department;:  ajad 


no  postmaster  shall  hereafter,  under  any  preteajae 
whatever,  have  or  receive,  or  retain  for  uaaaiK 
in  the  aggregate,  more  than  five  ihoasaad  doUare 
per  year,  including  salaries  or  commissions  mom 
allowed  and  limited  by  law. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 
YEAS— Messrs.  Alford,  Jodsoa-Allea,  John  W. 
Alien,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Banks,  Baker,  Duatlj» 
Beirne,  BlaokweD,  Boardman,  Boyd,  Biwtrster, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burka,  WiV 
Ham  O.  Butler,  Bynum,  Calhoun,  William  R. 
Campbell,  Carr,  Carroll,  Casey,  Chapman,  OWt 
ford,  Coles,  Connor,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  William  B. 
Cooper,  Crabb,  (typlon,  Crary,  ftthing,  Jet* 
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ptfffr,  JAB  W.  Davis,  Garrett  Da  via,  Dawson, 
ttetarry,  Deuttv,  Dickerson,  Delist,  Doan,  Drora- 
state,  Duncan,  Karl,  Eastman,  Everett,  Fillmore, 
fbe,  Floyd,  Fornaoce,  Galbraitb,  Garland,  Gates, 
Gentry,  Gerry,  Goggin,  Goode,  Graham,  Grave i, 
Green,  Griffin,  Habersham,  Hall,  Hammond, 
Hand,  William  8.  Hasting*,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Henry,  Hill  of  Virginia,  Hi  si  of  N  C.  Hopkins, 
Hast,  Jackson,  James,  Jameson,  Charto  Johnston, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  "John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemp- 
shalt,  Kille,  King,  Line,  Leadbelter,  Leet,  Leo- 
nard, Lowell,  Lucas,  MeClellan,  McCulloch, 
McKay,  F.  Mallory,  Mason,  Miller,  Montponrery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Calvary 
Morris,  Naylor,  Newhard,  Nisbet,  Parrish,  Par- 
mrnter,  Parris,  Paynter,  Peck,  Pickens,  Prentiss, 
Randolph,  Rariden,  Rayner,  Reynolds,  Rives, 
E.  Rogers  Samuels,  fchiw,  Simon  too,  John  Smith, 
Truman  Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Stanly,  Stark* 
weather,  Steenrod,  Strong,  Stoirt,  Sampler, 
Swearingen,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Philip  F.  Tho- 
mas, Jacob  Thompsoo,  J.  B.  Thompson,  Tarnev, 
Unnderwood,  Vanderpoel,  Vronm,  David  D. 
Wegener,  P*ter  J.  Wagner,  Warren,  Weller, 
Edward  D.  White,  Ji  hn  Whi'e,  Wick,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  Henry  Williams,  Lewis  William*,  Jo- 
seph L.  WiJJiams,  Winthrep,  and  Wise— 152. 

NAYS— Messrs  Barnard,  John  Campbell, 
Chino,  Chittenden,  Edward  Da  vies,  Evans,  M. 
Mallory,  Marvin,  Palen,  Sergeant,  Toland,  and 
Christopher  H.  Williams— 12. 

Th«  amendment  of  Mr.  Jacob  Thompson,  ap- 
propriating 110,000  for  continuing  a  survey  of  the 
Gnu  of  Mexico,  was  also  agreed  to — yeas  97, 
nays  84 

The  bill,  a*  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and,  being  read  a  third  time  by  its 
title,  was  passed. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  when  bis  name  was 
sailed  on  an  amendment  to  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
apftopriatioa  bill,  appropriating  $6,000  for  furnish- 
ing the  President's  House,  arose  and  said:  On  yes- 
terday, when  the  amendment  was  proposed  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  he  was  unavoidably  absent, 
and  be  asked  the  Cbaie  for  information  whether 
the  amendment  was  reported  by  a  responsible  com- 
mittee having  that  matter  in  charge,  or  whether  it 
was  proposed  on  the  responsibility  of  a  single 
Member?  He  said  he  desired  this  information,  for 
upon  it»  depended  the  vote  he  felt  bound  to  give. 
Tlie  Snusam  said  it  was  not  in  order  to  give  any 
explanation,  but  many  voices  cried  out  that  the 
aeatodmeot  was  proposed  by  a  single  member.  If 
so,  Mr.  &  said  he  did  not  deem  it  required,  and 
should  vote  again*  it. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tauasnar,  February  25,  1841. 

The  bill  /ram  the  Hou<e,  making  appropriations 
for  ike  eivH  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Go- 
vernment for  the  year  1841,  was  taken  up,  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
PfeMfe  Lands,  to  which  a  memorial  on  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  grant  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  settlers  upon  the  Dubuque  claim,  in 
the  Terriiory  of  Iowa,  whieb  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  a  second  reading;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  W. 
and  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was  considered  as  in 
«oaamiuee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed. I»r  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  a  memorial  of  citi* 
ams  of  Maine,  praying  that  measures  may  be 
safes*,  far  a  Congress  of  Nations}  which  was  laid 
ea  the  table. 

BILLS  PAS9ED. 

Taebill  to  revive  and  continue  the  corporate  ex- 
istence of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isabella  Hill,  widow, 
and  John  Hill,  Elzabeth  Bill,  and  8amuel  Hill, 
children  and  minor  heirs  at  law  of  Samuel  Hill, 
deceased;  " 

IV  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  M.  Charlton,  a 
Cherokee  Indian,  and  others; 

IV  bill  for  the  relief  of  Garry  BJnantj 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacques  Bon  and  Alex- 
ander Coleman; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McClanahah; 
and 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  U  Margaret  Jami- 
son; were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  pa&sed. 
ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Neal,  widow  of 
Samuel  Neal,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Huldah  Tucker. 

The  bill  granting  pension  to  William  Band. 

The  bill  for  the  relielf  of  Converse  and  Rees. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Norris  and 
Frederick  8aograin  of  Arkansas. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Carpenter. 

The  bill  to  cause  monuments  to  be  erected  in 
honor  of  Brigadier  General  Francis  Nakh  and 
Brigadier  General  William  Davidson,  being  taken 

Mr.  GRAHAM  advocated  its  passage  at  some 
leaath. 

Mr.  KING  regretted  thaS  from  a  sense  of  duty, 
he  was  compelled  to  oppo«e  this  bill.  Resolutions 
to  erect  monuments  to  the  memory  of  the  brave  of- 
ficers who  fell  in  our  Revolutionary  contest, 
were  numerous  in  the  journals  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Confederation.  They  were  deem- 
ed appropriate  tributes  of  respect  for  the  dis- 
tinguished services  of  the  deceased;  but  up  to  this 
day  not  a  single  monument  has  been  erected — not 
even  to  Washington.  No  one  felt  more  deeply  the 
obligations  we  were  under  to  the  illustrious  men  of 
our  Revolution.  To  them  we  owe  every  thing;  to 
their  exertions  are  we  indebted  even  for  the  right  to 
our  seats  in  this  hall.  But  he  hoped,  when  we  en- 
tered into  this  subject,  it  would  not  be  in  isolated 
cases,  but  to  consider  it  generally — to  take  up  the 
numerous  resolutions  that  have  been  passed  in 
eases  similar  to  those  of  Generals  Nash  and  Da- 
vidson, who  he  knew  were  brave  and  worthy 
officers,  but  not  more  brays  and  worthy  than 
many  others  who  fought  and  fell  in  the  Revolution. 
As  there  was  not  time  at  this  advanced  period  of 
the  session  to  do* justice  to  this  subject,  he  would 
move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  GRAHAM,  the 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  M  Hernand<  z  was  taken  op,  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  an  act  approved  on  the  third  day  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
adjust  the  claims  to  reservations  of  land,  under  the 
fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  eighteen  hun- 
ddre  and  thirty,  with  ths  Choctaw  Indians;" 
and,  also,  an  act  approved  on  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty- eight,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  'an  act  for  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  adjust  the  claims  to  reserva- 
tions of  land,  under  the  fourteenth  article  of 
treaty  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  with  the 
Choctaw  Indians,"  was  taken  up  and  debated  at 
much  length  by  Messrs.  SEVIER,  HENDERSON, 
LINN,  and  WALKER;  and  after  being  amended, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  went  into  Executive  session. 

And  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
THoasDAY,  February  25, 1841. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  of  Alabama  asked  that,  by 
general  consent,  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
to  consider  Senate  bill  No.  12,  "to  establish  a  land 
office  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  for  the  lands  ac- 
quired by  the  late  treaty  with  the  Cherokee s  " 

Mr.  C.  said,  that  as  he  should  be  obliged  to  move 
a  8UFpsnsion  of  the  rules  to  take  up  this  bill,  if  aoy 
objection  should  be  made,  he  would  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House  to  state  that  this  territory,  for 
the  sale  of  which  this  bill  was  intended  to  provide, 


had* been  acquired  more  than  five  years  age.  The 
Legislature  of  Alabama  had,  at  every  session  since, 
memorialised  Congress  to  establish  a  land  district 
for  the  sale  of  the  lands,  and  a  bill  had  passed  the 
Senate,  and  one  had  been  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  in  this  House,  at  each  ses- 
sion of  Congress  since;  but  (said  Mr.  C  )  owing  to 
the  state  of  the  public  business,  be  had  failed  in 
every  effort  to  have  the  subject  acted  on,  and  the 
bill  had  regularly  failed  for  want  of  time  only.  He 
had  made  frequent  motions,  to'  take  up  this  mea- 
sure, so  important  to  his  constituents,  and,  indeed, 
to  the  country,  and  had  watched,  week  after  week, 
te  get  the  floor  at  this  session,  and  this  was  the  first 
time  he  had  succeeded. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands 
in  the  Cherokee  country  were  anxious  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  enter  their  lands,  which  they  could 
not  do,  unless  a  new  land  office  was  established,  or 
the  territory  annexed  to  other  districts.  He  be- 
lieved there  were  some  two  millions  of  acres  of  pub- 
lic land  in  the  terriiory,  one  half  of  which,  he  pre- 
sumed, would  sell,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  it 
at  an  early  day;  so  that  he  could  inform  gentlemen 
who  were  apprehensive  that  the  accruing  revenues 
of  the  country  would  fall  short  of  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  year,  that  he  believed  the  passage  of 
this  bill  would  bring  into  the  Treasory  nearly  a 
million  of  dollars.  Mr.  C.  said  that  as  he  troubled 
the  House  but  seldom,  he  hoped  no  objection 
would  be  made  to  his  motion. 

But  objection  being  made) 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules;  whereupon, 

Mr  GRAVE 3  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr  CRABB  said  he  hoped  he  should  be  permit- 
ted (although  no  debate  wrs  allowable)  to  make  a 
suggestion  to  his  colleague  [Mr.  Chapman]  who 
had  made  the  motion  to  suspend  the  tales.  It  was 
this:  that  he  would  amend  his  motion  so  as  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  another  bill  on 
the  same  subject  of  the  Cherokee  lands,  at  the  same 
time  with  the  bill  to  create  a  new  land  district.  It 
was  a  biU  which  had  passed  the  Senate  since  the 
one  on  which  the  gentleman  proposed  to  act,  and 
provided  for  an  attachment  of  the  Cherokee  terriio- 
ry to  two  existing  land  districts,  instead  of  creating 
a  new  land  district.  It  had  passed  the  Senate,  in 
accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Legislature 
of  Alabama,  and  be  desired  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  have  before  it,  at  the  same  time,  both 
bills,  so  as  to  determine  between  them. 

To  this  suggestion,  Mr.  Chapman  acceded. 
Mr.  C  further  modified  his  motion,  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Chmut,  so  as  to  take  on,  at  the  same  time, 
the  bill  to  establish  a  new  land  district  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  said  that,  as  he  could  assure 
the  House  he  would  consume  as  little  time  as  pos- 
sible, not  intending  to  enter  into  any  debate,  he 
would,  in  order  that  hh  motion  might  prevail,  ask 
for  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for  one  hour  only. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  resulted— 
yes  64,  nays  89. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  ef  Virginia,  the 
House  resolved  teelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Bute  of  the  Un'on,  (Mr.  Kehur 
in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the 

NAVAL  SERVICE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1841. 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  moved  to  amend  the  fol- 
lowing section,  viz:  "for  increase,  repairs,  arma- 
ment, and  equipment  of  the  navy,  and  wear  and 
tear  of  vessels  in  commission,  #1,425,000,"  by 
striking  out  that  amount,  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  |2,000,000. 

A  discussion  on  the  amendment  arose,  in  which 
Messrs.  SALTONSTALL,  JONES  of  Virginia, 
EVANS,  TILLINQHAST,  REED,  and  PROF- 
FIT,  participated. 

When,  the  hour  of  two  and  a  half  o'clock  having 
arrived, 

The  House  took  its  usual  recess. 
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[EVSWINO  Session.] 
After  the  recess, 
The  consideration  of  the 
'      NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL 
was  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the    Whole,  the 
question  pending  being  on  the  amendment  moved 
by   Mr.    Salton stall,  to  amend    the    following 
section,  viz:  "for  increase,  repair*,  armament,  and 
equipment  of  the  navy,  and  wear  and  tear  of  ves- 
sels in  commission,  $1  425,000,"  by  striking  oat 
that  amount,  and  insening  in  lien  thereof  $3,000,000. 
Mr.  DAVIS  of  Indiana  being  entitled  to  the 
floor,  addressed  the  committee,  at  some  length, 
against  the  amendment.    His  remarks  will  be  given 
hereafter. 

The  debate  was  farther  continued  by  Messrs. 
MASON,  COOPER  of  Georgia,  and  WISE,  when 
Mr.  MALLORY  moved  further  to  amend,  as 
follows: 

"#500,000  of  which  sum  shall  be  expended  in 
building  and  equipping  war  steamers  of  medium 
size." 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  HOFFMAN, 
WISE,  CUSH1NG,  VANDRRPGEL,  and  AL- 
BERT SMITH, 
On  motion  of  the  latter,  the  commitee  rose. 
And,  at  a  few  minutes  before  eight  o'clock, 
The  House  adjourned. 

IN  8ENATE, 
Fridat,  February  26, 1841. 
DEATH  OF  THE  HON.  P.  P.  BARBOUR. 
Mr.  ROANE  submitted   the   following   letter, 
which  was  read: 

Washington,  Feb.  26,  1841. 
Sir:  As  one  of  the  Senators  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, of  which  our  lamented  brother,  Judge  Bar- 
bour, was  so  distinguished  a  citizen,  I  enclose  you 
a  copy  of  the  funeral  ceremonies  which  have  been 
determined  upon. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  lespect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  TANEY. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Roane, 

Senate  Chamber. 

Order  cf  the  funeral  ceremonies  attending  the  removal 

qf  the  remains  of  the  Hon.  P.  P.  Harbour,  late 

Associate  Justice    qf  the  Supreme   Court  qf    the 

United  States. 

The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  with  its  of- 
ficers, and  the  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the  District, 
with  the  members  of  the  bar,  will  assemble  at  2 
o'clock  to  day  at  Mrs.  Turner's,  (Pennsylvania 
avenue,)  and  thence  attend  ihe  remains  of  the  de- 
ceased to  the  room  of  the  Su  pre  tie  Court,  where 
the  usual  services  will  be  performed  by  the  Chap- 
lains of  Congress;  and  where 

1  he  President, 
The  Heads  of  the  Departments, 

The  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress, 
The  Members  of  the  foreign  Legations, 
And  citizens  and  strangers,  are  r<  quested  to  attend; 
after  which,  the  procession  will  move  in  the  above 
order  to  the  steamboat  whaif,  where  the  remains  of 
the  deceased  will  be  embarked  with  proper  attend- 
ants, in  order  to  be  conveyed  to  his  country  seat  in 
Orange  county,  Virginia,  for  interment. 

The  documents  having  been  read, 

Mr.  ROANE  addressed  the  Senate  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

Mr.  President:  I  ask  a  moment  of  the  precious 
time  of  the  Senate:  I  will  not  abuse  it— for  already 
had  the  mournful  intelligence,  now  officially  an- 
nouncd  to  us,  reached  every  member  of  this  body; 
and  already  had  the  heart  of  every  individual  in 
this  community  been  touch  d  by  that  pure  and  ex- 
alted feeling  which  is  ever  awakened,  when  the  pa* 
triot  hears  that  his  country  has  suddenly  lost,  and 
that  forever,  one  of  its  benefactors. 

Mr.  President,  had  I  the  talent  and  the  material, 
which  I  have  not,  to  offer  a  just  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  the  distinguished  Judge,  whose  fu- 
neral we  are  now  invited  to  attend,  I  should  deem 
it  inappropriate  to  do  so  on  the  present  occasion. 
Thatta^k  I  shall  leave  in  other  and  abler  bands. 


But  knowing,  as  I  do,  the  exemplary  virtues  of  the 
deceased,  in  all  the  social  and  domestic  relations  of 
life;  knowing,  as  I  do,  the  exalted  estimation  in 
which  his  virtues,  talents,  and  patriotism  were  held 
in  his  native  State,  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent;  and  knowing,  as  does  every  member 
of  this  body,  his  long,  faithful,  and  valuable  public 
services  within  the  walls  of  this  building,  I  feel  my- 
self authorized  to  ask  the  Senate  to  adopt  the  reso- 
lution I  now  offer: 

Resotoed  unanimously,  That  in  testimony  of  their 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  honorable  Philip  P> 
Barbour,  late  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  the  Senate  will  adjourn 
this  day  at  two  o'clock,  for  the'purpose  of  attending 
the  funeral  of  the  deceased. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KKIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  Amey 
Babbitt;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions.  x 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  gave  notice  that  to-mor- 
row he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  remo- 
dify  the  judicial  circuits  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WHITE,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  f>r  (he 
relief  of  Wm.  R  Davit;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  C  laim*. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Illinois  upon  the  subject  had  been  referred,  report- 
ed a  bill  concerning  an  act  granting  lands  to  cer- 
tain exiles  from  Poland;  whica  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  readin?. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  F.  Sibbald  was  considered  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  creating  a  new  land  district  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  and  for  changing  the  boundaries 
of  the  southwestern  and  western  land  districts  in 
said  State;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Carpenter,  were 
considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  Eagle  Railroad  and 
Lumber  Company  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  BENTON  thought,  at  this  advanced  period 
of  the  session,  we  had  not  time  to  investigate  the 
affairs  of  railroad  companies.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  all  bills  in  i elation  to  them  would  be 
passed  over. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  assented,  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  rule  should  apply  generally. 

The  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  HlinoiF,was 
then  taken  up. 

Mr.  KING  hoped  the  bill  would  be  also  passed 
over. 

Mr.  YOUNG  said  he  had  no  expectation  of  being 
able  to  pass  this  bill  the  present  session;  but  he 
gave  notice  that  it  was  by  no  means  the  intention 
cf  the  friends  of  this  work  to  abandon  it.  He  al- 
luded to  the  sales  of  the  implements  engaged  in  the 
improvements  on  the  lakes  and  Western  waters,  as 
evidence  of  an  intention  to  refuse  appropriations  to 
the  West  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment, while  large  sums  were  appropriated  to  works 
on  the  seaboard.  If  they  had  the  constitutional 
right  under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations,  to  vote  money  for  the  improve* 
ment  of  harbors  on  the  seacoast;  under  the  power 
to  regulate  commerce  between  the  States,  they  had 
ihe  right  to  make  appropriations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  channels  of  the  commerce  of  tbe 
West.  He  called  on  the  representatives  of  the 
West  to  rally  in  defence  of  their  interests:,  and  to 
tee  that  appropriations  for  improvements  in  tbe 
North  and  the  South,  the  East  and  the  West,  went 
hand  in  hand. 

Mr.  KING  said  the  Senator  from  Illinois  had 
taken  occasion  to  speak  of  improvements  and  har- 
bors, and  had  made  the  extraordinary  assertion 
that  tbe  West  was  neglected  and  abandoned.  Why, 
four-fifths  of  the  expenditures  for  harbors  and  im- 
provements had  been  made  for  the  West. 

Mr.  YODNG.    Not  of  late. 


Air.  KING.  Why,  of  late,  none  had  been 
made,  and  for  the  reason  that  they  had  not  the  mo* 
ney  to  make  any.  But  the  Senator  called  upon  the 
West  to  rally  in  defence  of  ifeel':  why,  the  West 
had  been  their  favorite  child.  He  (Mr.  King)  was 
a  Southwestern  man,  and  he  had  hitherto  shown 
that  be  was  in  favor  of  giving  every  facility  to  ihe 
West  that  could  properly  be  given  to  her.  Look  at 
her  harbors,  and  they  would  find  some  of  them  made 
where  nature  never  intended  they  should  be;  in 
this  they  had  gone  beyond  the  bounds  of  prudence, 
and  it  was  from  an  anxie:y  to  foster  the  West. 
Tney  had  aided  in  speculations  of  companies,  and 
then  to  give  value  to  their  lands  they  had  given 
them  harbors.  With  regard  to  these  roads,  be 
hoped  the  Senator  from  Illinois  would  bring  tbe 
subject  forward,  and  if  those  who  are  coming  into 
power  are  willing  to  take  up  these  internal  improve- 
ments, let  them  do  so;  he  (Mr.  Kivg)  had  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  oppose  every  appropriation  of  the 
kind  on  constitutional  grounds,  and  he  should  con- 
tinue to  do  so.  And  he  protested  against  any  at- 
tempt to  produce  sectional  prejudices.  He  asked 
the  honorable  Senator  where  were  tbe  expenditures 
for  tbe  South  and  the  Southwest?  Where  were  the 
expenditures  for  the  East?  Had  New  Hampshire 
got  them? 

Mr.  HUBBARD.    Not  a  dollar. 

Mr.  KING  would  not  further  detain  tbe  Senate. 

Mr.  YOUNG  said,  in  reference  to  the  condition 
of  the  Treasury,  that  with  the  resources  of  this 
great  ceunlry,  it  weighed  with  him  as  nothing. 
Former  appropriations  were  made  when  they  were 
ten  times  more  in  debt  than  they  are  at  present; 
and  yet  they  had  found  means  to  pay  tbe  national 
debt.  The  public  debt  ought  not  to  operate  as  an 
objection,  nor  ought  the  works  already  commenced 
on  that  account  to  be  alio  wed  to  fall  into  dilapidation. 
But  he  had  risen  to  say  that  he  had  no  sectional 
prejudice:  he  was  willing  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  West  and  the  South,  the  East  and  ihe  North; 
but  he  wished  them  to  go  hand  in  hand.  Let 
them  all  go  togethsr.  However,  under  existing 
circumstances,  he  was  willing  that  the  bill  should 
be  passed  over. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  passed  over. 
BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and 
passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Neal,  widow  of 
Samuel  Neal,  deceased; 

The  bill  for  tbe  relef  of  Huldah  Tucker; 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  William  Rand; 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Converse  and  Reen 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Nonris,  and 
Frederick  Sangrain  of  Arkansas  and 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  F.  Sibbald. 
GENERAL  BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order — the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy— the  question  being  on  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hobbard,  to  inctade 
incorporated  companies  within  its  provisos*, 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  spoke  at  length  in  op- 
position to  tbe  amendment,  and  in  reply  to  tbe  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Bjbnton. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  to  carry  into  effect 
the  resolution  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  Hon. 
Philip  P.  Barbour. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday,  Febrnary  26,  1841. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ANDREWS,  the  rules 
suspended,  to  enable  him  to  submit  the  following 
resolution: 

Hesohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Accounts  be. 
instructed  to  allow  the  pay  of  all  such  members  of 
this  House  as  may  have  been  unavoidably  de- 
tained on  their  way  to  tbe  seat  of  Government  nt 
the  commencement  of  this  session,  by  the  storm 
which  occurred  about  that  time;  they  having  left 
their  respective  places  of  abode  in  sufficient  timeto 
have  reached  the  Capitol  in  time  to  have  taken 
the-'r  seats  on  the  first  day  of  the  session. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLR  said,  that  there  was  a  rale 
of  the  House  which  prevented  those  whom  ints  re- 
solution was  designed  to  benefit  from  voting  for 
the  resolution.  He  referred  to  the  25th  ffcle, 
which  provided,  that  "no  member  shall  vote  on  J 
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i  in  the  event  of  which  he  is  immediately 
uiierested,"  etc. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
rale  did  not  apply  to  the  case  now  before  the 
House. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion, 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  Clemk  was  proceeding  in  the  call,  when 

Mr.  CRABB  a^ked  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  that  the  gentleman  should 
have  asked  leave  before  the  call  was  commenced. 

Mr.  CRABB  replied  that  be  did  arise  for  that 


Mr.  BR1GGS  asked  Mr.  Crabb  his  reasons  for 
Baking  that  request. 

Mr.  CRABB  remarked  that  he  was  one  of  those 
who  left  their  homes  in  time  to  arrive  here  before 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  but  he  had  been 
detained  on  the  way  by  the  storm.  He  believed 
(hat  the  rule  of  the  House,  referred  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  excluded  him  from  voting, 
although  the  Speaks*  had  decided  otherwise. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  excusing  Mr. 
Crabs  from  voting,  and  decided  in  the  negative 
—ayes  51,  noes  94. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution, 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  100,  nays  48. 
DEATH  OP  JUDGE  BARBOUR. 
Mr.  BARKS  laid  the  following  letter  before  the 
Howe: 

Washingtoh,  Feb.  26, 1841. 
Sir:  As  die  Representative  of  the  district  in  which 
our  lamented  brother,  Judge  Barbour,  resided,  I 
enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  funeral  ceremonies  which 
have  been  determined  upon. 

1  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.B.TANEY. 
Hob.  Lnm  Bahks, 

House  of  Representatives. 

Ordtr  of  ike  funeral  ceremonies  eUendinr  the  removal 
e/  the  remain*  of  the  Hon.  P.  P.  Barbour,  late 
Jhooetete  JueHee  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
UdSUteei 

The  Judge*  of  the  Supreme  Court,  with  its  offi- 
cers, and  the  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the  District, 
with  the  members  of  the  bar,  will  assemble  at  two 
o'clock- to-day,  at  Mrs.  Tamer's  (Pennsylvania 
avenue,)  and  thence  attend  the  remains  of  the  de< 
eeaaed,  to  the  room  of  the  Supreme  Court,  where 
the  usual  services  will  be  performed  by  the  Chap- 
lains of  Congress;  and  where  the  President,  the 
Heads  of  the  Department*,  the  Senators  and  Re- 
presentatives in  Congress,  the  members  of  the  Fo- 
reign Legations,  and  citizens  and  strangers,  are  re- 
quested to  attend.  After  which  the  procession  will 
move,  in  the  above  order,  to  the  steamboat  wharf, 
where  the  remains  of  the  deceased  will  be  embark- 
ed, with  proper  attendants,  in  order  to  be  conveyed 
to  his  country  seat,  in  Orange  county,  Virginia,  for 
interment. 

Mr.  BANKS  arose  and  said: 

Mr.  Sfbakbr:  I  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
iniemrpting  the  business  of  the  House,  but  to  an* 
Bounce  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Philip  P.  Barboob, 
late  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  In  the  performance  of  this  painful  doty, 
(amid  Mr.  B.)  no  language  which  I  possess  is  ade- 
quate to  portray  the  virtues,  talents,  and  the  dis- 
fsB^Buahed  public  services  of  the  individual  whose 
boss  we  are  now  called  upon  to  deplore.  In  all  his 
refcatioas,  whether  in  public  or  in  private,  he  stood 
pve-eminent  for  his  high  honor,  and  his  incorrupti- 
ble integrity.  Whether  in  the  halls  of  legislation, 
m  engaged  in  expounding  the  laws  of  bis  own  Slate, 


or  of  the  Union,  he  was  always  prompt,  impartial, 
and  able.  In  1812,  whfn  war  was  declared' against 
Great  Britain — the  second  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence— when  the  political  horizon  was  darken- 
ed o'er  with  portentous  clouds— Judge  Barboob 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Virgi- 
nia from  his  native  county  of  Orange.  He  served 
bis  constituents  at  this  important  crisis  of  our  histo- 
ry with  distinguished  ability  in  sustaining  the  inte- 
rest, the  honor,  and  the  glory  of  his  country.  In 
the  month  of  May,  1814,  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Heose  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
State*,  and  served  from  that  time,  without  inter- 
mission, and  with  the  entire  approbation  of  his  con- 
stituents, until  1835.  During  that  eventful  period, 
he  was  the  Speaker  of  this  House  from  December* 
1891,  to  March,  1893.  la  1825he  was  elected  by  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia,  a  Judge  of  the  General 
Court  of  that  Slate;  the  duties  of  which  station  he 
discharged  with  great  ability  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  parties  interested. 

In  1827,  Judge  Barbour  was  called  upon  by 
some  of  his  old  friends  in  the  Congressional  Dis- 
trict in  which  he  resided,  to  become  a  candidate  for 
Congress.  He  promptly  obeyed  the  call,  and  forth- 
with resigned  his  judicial  station,  and  was  again 
elected  to  Congress  without  opposition.  He  served 
until  the  end  of  the  first  session  of  the  21st  Con- 
gress, in  1830,  when  he  was  appointed  a  judge  of 
the  federal  court  lor  the  Eastern  district  of  Vir- 
ginia. He  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
that  office  until  1836;  at  which  time  he  received 
the  appointment  of  Associate  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States. 

Judge  Barbour  was  a  me.nberof  the  Convention 
which  assembled  in  Virginia  in  1829,  to  amend 
the  Constitution  of  that  State,  and  was  president  of 
the  Convention,  which  contained  some  of  the  most 
distinguished  men  of  Virginia,  among  whom  were 
Judge  Marshall,  Jambs  Madison,  James  Mow- 
rob,  Wm.  B.  Giles,  Littleton  W.  Tazewell, 
and  others  of  distinguished  abilities. 

I  have  attempted,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  give  a  brief 
epitome  of  the  public  stations  voluntarily  bestowed 
upon  Philip  P.  Babboor  by  his  countrymen.  I 
say  voluntarily,  because  he  was  one  of  those  high- 
minded  and  honorable  men  who  never  sought  office. 
His  high  and  commanding  talents  and  virtues  made 
him  one  of  Virginia's  most  distinguished  sons.  In 
the  discharge  of  all  the  high  duties  devolved  upon 
him,  his  course  was  marked  with  great  ability; 
and,  above  all,  his  motives  of  action  were  never 
suspected.  He  was  connected  with  a  nume- 
rous train  of  friends  and  relatives,  and  be- 
loved by  all.  If  he  had  an  enemy  on  earth,  he  did 
not  know  it.  No  man  stood  higher  than  Judge 
Babboor  for  his  purity  of  character,  and  his  high 
and  ennobling  virtues.  No  language  can  describe 
them.  He, was  a  kind,  tender,  and  affectionate  hus- 
band, father,  and  friend,  and  a  humane  master. 

I  can  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  his  sudden 
death  admonishes  us  all  ef  the  sacred  volume, 
which  declares  that  "in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in 
death." 

I  move  you,  Mr.  Speaks*,  that  the  House  adopt 
the  following  resolution; 


Metahed,  That  the  House  have  learned  with  deep 
sensibility  the  decease  of  the  Hon.  Philip  P. 
Barbour,  for  many  years  a  member,  and  late 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  an  as- 
sociate Justice  of  the  8upreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  which  melancholy  event  took  place  sud- 
denly in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  24th  of 
February,  instant;  and  that,  as  a  mark  of  the  re- 
spect entertained  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
this  House  will  adjourn  at  two  o'clock  this  dav,  for 
the  purpose  of  attending  the  funeral  of  the  de- 
cease, and  will  at  four  o'clock  of  the  same  day  re- 
assemble in  the  ball  of  the  House  for  the  despach 
of  the  public  business. 

Mr.  WI3E,  after  cordially  uniting  in  the  senti-  • 
meats  just  uttered,  expressed  his  regret  that  Mr. 
Banks  had  not  consulted  with  his  colleagues  before 
he  offered  his  resolution.  With  all  due  respect, 
Mr.  Wra  said  he  could  not  vote  for  it|  for  the 
reason  that  a  mightier  man  hin  Judge  Barbour 
had  fallen,  and  whose  death  was  not  even  an- 
nounced to  the  House.  He  meant  the  illustrious 
father  of  the  judiciary,  John  Marshall.  He 
would  ask  his  colleague  to  withdraw  the  resolu- 
tion, and  not  compel  him  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  BANKS  said  it  so  happened  that,  at  the 
time  Judge  Marshall  died,  Congress  was  not  in 
session,  nor  was  the  Supreme  Court  in  session;  be- 
sides, the  event  took  place  in  another  city.  The 
Supreme  Court  was  now  in  session,  and  the  Se- 
nate had  adopted  a  similar  resolution  unani- 
mously. Mr.  B.  paid  a  high  compliment  to  the 
talents  and  virtues  of  jChief  Justice  Marshall,  and 
said  there  was  nj>  man  to  whose  memory  he  would 
more  cheerfully  pay  a  tribute  of  respect.  Mr.  B. 
remarked  that  when  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Wm.  , 
Wirt  was  announced  to  this  body,  although  he 
was  at  that  time  a  private  citizen,  the  House,  on 
motion  of  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Adams]  adjourned.  Mr.  B. stated 
that  he  had  consulted  with  several  of  his  colleagues, 
but  having  just  received  the  communication  from 
the  Chief  Justice,  it  had  not  been  in  his  power  to 
consult  with  Mr.  Wise.  He  hoped  this  explana- 
tion would  be  satisfactory. 

Tne  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

DEFECTIVE  LAND  PATENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN,  by  general  con- 
sent the  House  took  up  the  following  bill,  intro- 
duced by  him  on  the  17th  instant,  viz: 

A  BILL  to  confirm  land  patents. 

Be  it  enacted  •«  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Repre- 
entatfoeo  of  the  United  Stmtet  of  America  in  Congrem 
Mumbled,  That  all  patents  for  public  lands,  which 
have  been  issued  from  the  General  L*nd  Office 
since  the  passing  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  establishment  of  a  General  Land  Office  in  the 
department  of  the  Treasury,"  passed  on  the  25th 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
in  the  name  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
instead  of  being  "in  the  name  of  the  United  States,1' 
as  prescribed  in  the  eighth  section  of  said  act;  and 
all  patents  for  public  lands,  which  have  been  issued 
from  the  said  General  Land  Office  since  the  passing 
of  the  act  entitled  "As  act  to  reorganize  the  Gene- 
ral Land  Office,"  passed  the  fourth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  which 
have  been  countersigned  by  the  .Recorder  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  or  other  person  acting  in  his 
stead,  instead  of  being  countersigned  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Gen<ral  Land  Office,  as  prescribed 
in  the  act  of  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve;  and  all  patents 
which  have  been  issued  from  said  General  Land  Of- 
fice since  the  passing  of  the  act  entitled14 An  act  pre- 
scribing the  mode  by  which  patents  for  public  lands 
shall  be  signed  and  executed,"  passed  the  second  day 
ef  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tbirty- 
three,snd  which  hs  ve  been  subscribed  by  a  secretary 
duly  appointed,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  said 
act,  with  the  printed  or  written  name  of  the  Presi- 
dent prefixed  to  the  personal  signature  of  such  se~ 
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eretary.  In  the  execution  of  such  patents,  notwith- 
•tandfti^the  name  of  the  President  pay  not  have 
been  written  personally  by  the  secretary,  shall  be 
deemed,  taken,  and  held  good  and  valid  patents  in 
la w,~«a&  stall  have  all  the  force  and  effect  to  pass 
fro*  tfc*  United  (States  to  the  patentee  or  patentees 
named  ea  snob  patents,  respectively,  their  heirs,  ex- 
ecotoft,  administrator*,  and  assigns,  the  lands  de- 
scribed therein,  as  though,  in  each  and  alt  the  re- 
spects  before  enumerated,  the  patents,  in  their  form 
and  manner  of  execution,  bad  conformed  to  the  re- 
qnirements  of  law. 

8bc.  9.  A*dbt  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and 
alter  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Recorder  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  duties  new  required  of  him  by  law,  to 
countersign  all  patents  issued  from  said  office,  in- 
stead of  the  same  being  countersigned  by  the  Com* 
missioner,  as  required  by  the  eighth  section  of  the 
act  entitle*  "An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a 
General  Land  Office  in  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,"  passed  the  twenty -fifth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

The  bill  was  then  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
and  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  McKay  in 
the  chair,)  and  resomed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
NAVAL  SERVICE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1841. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  Of  Mr. 
&ALTOV8TALL,  to  strike  out  (1,425,000  "for  increase, 
repair,  armament,  end  equipment  of  the  navy,  and 
wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commission,"  and  in- 
sert |2,000,000;  and  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, submitted  by  Mr.  Mallort,  as  follows: 
"(500,000  of  which  sum  shall  be  expended  in 
building  and  equipping  war  steamers  of  medium 
s  ze."       » 

Mr.  MARVIN,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  spoke 
at  some  length  in  favor  of  the  amendments  pend- 
ing. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  followed,  and  replied  to 
the  objections  which  hsd  been  urged  against  his 
amendment.  He  said  if  the  gentleman  f  Mr.  Mal- 
lost]  who  had  moved  the  additional  amendment 
on  last  evening,  would  alter  it  so  as  to  insert 
#400,000,  instead  of  #500,000,  he  (Mr.  S.)  would 
accept  it  as  a  modification  of  his  own. 

Mr.  MALLORY  acceding  to  the  request,  his 
amendment  was  accepted  by  Mr.  SiLToirsTiLLasa 
modification. 

The  hour  of  two  having  arrived,  the  House,  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Banks,  ad- 
journed until  4  o'clock. 

[kyxmno  session.} 

At  four  o'clock,  p.  m.  the  House  met. 

After  some  debate  of  a  conversational  charac- 
as  to  the  propriety  of  ordering  a  call  of  the 
Bouse, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,    the 
House  resolved  itse'f  into  a  Commit  tee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  McKay  in 
the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  modified  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Saltovstall,  to  strike  out  "#l,425,- 
000  for  increase,  repair,  armanent,  and  equipment 
of  the .  navy,  and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  com- 
mission," and  insert  "#2,400,000,  of  which  sum 
#400,000  shall  be  expended  in  building  and  equip- 
ping war  steamers  of  medium  s>ze." 

Mr.  WELLE R  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  made 
some  remarks  expressive  of  his  regret  that  mem- 
bers of  both  parties  did,  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  think  proper  to  spin  out  the  debates  of  a 
party  character  to  such  a  length.  He  alluded  more 
especially  to  the  prevalence  of  that  evil  after  gen- 
tlemen had  been  to  dinner,  and  mentioned  some 
instances,  when,  on  the  previous  evening,  the 
Home  bad  heard  a  display  of  ekquence  which 
could  not  have  been  displayed  before  dinner. 

Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  ths  speech  of 
his  colleague  [Mr.  Mason]  on  yesterday.  That 
gentleman,  said  Mr.  W.  told  us  there  was  no,  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury,  and  then,  in  the  same  breath, 


said  he  was  willing  to  vote  large  sums  for  the 
navy. 

Mr.  W.  went  on  to  sh«w,  in  a  very  forcible  man- 
ner, that  the  charges  of  his .  colleague  and  other 
members  in  relation  to  a  neglect  of  the  navy,  were 
without  foundation.  He  showed  that  the  navy 
had  bren  materially  increasedjfince  1839.  and  that 
since  that  period  the  active  force  of  our  navy  had 
been  doubled.  After  some  farther  remark*,  which 
will  appear  hereafter,  Mr.  W.  said  that  having 
gives  facts  to  show  that  the  charges  of  gentlemen 
were  erroneous,  be  would  make  an  appeal  to  all 
parties  to  allow  the  question  to  be  taken  at  once. 

Mr.  FLOYD  paid  be  wished  to  state  very  briefly 
his  objections  to  this  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Saltonstall]  to  increase 
the  appropriations  for  the  naval  service,  half  a 
million  of  dollars  beyond  the  amount  deemed  suffi- 
cient by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  which  had 
been  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  He  regretted  that  the  propriety  or  impro- 
priety of  this  amendment  could  not  have  been  dis- 
cussed upon  its  merits  without  the  disparaging  re- 
marks upon  tae  present  condition  of  the  navy,  in 
which  some  gentleman  had  indulged,  and  which 
they  had  appeared  to  consider  necessary  io  urging  this 
amendment  upon  the  committee.  He  would  not 
proclaim  his  attachment  to  this  proud  arm  of  our 
national  defence,  nor  would  he  build  a  man  of 
straw,  to  show  his  prowess  in  demolishing  him.  by 
supposing  that  there  was  a  man  upon  this  floor 
opposed  to  the  navy.  Upon  other  subjects  we 
may  have  sectional  feelings  of  interest  or  may 
be  influenced  by  State  pride— one  may  boast  of  his 
Bunker  hill — another  of  the  plains  of  Saratoga — 
another  of  Yorktown — but  all,  all,  glory  in  the 
achievements  of  cur  navy,  and  all  here,  he  had  no 
doubt,  were  ready  and  willing  to  make  saih  liberal 
appropriations  as  would  sustain  its  honor  and  its 
efficiency. 

But  be  would  bring  to  this  and  every  other  sub- 
ject under  the  control  of  Congress  the  same  wise 
and  prudent  principles  which  are  applicable  to  the 
ordinary  affairs  of  life — and  those  principles  re- 
quired that  in  makin£  this  appropriation,  regard 
should  be  had  to  other  and  equally  urgent 
claims  upon  the  public  Treasury,  and  to  the  pro- 
bable amount  of  revenue  for  the  coming  year. 
Mr.  F.  asked  if  those  who  urged  this  increase  of 
half  a  million,  were  aware  that  the  bill  already 
appropriated  five  millions  and  a  quarter  for  the 
naval  service?  And  was  this  a  niggardly  appro- 
priation? Was  it  not  liberal,  considering  that  it 
amounted  to  one  quarter  of  the  whole  estimated  re- 
venue for  tbe  current  year,  and  considering,  too, 
the  other  duties  which  this  Government  is  bound 
to  discharge?  This  amount  is  deemed  sufficient  by 
the  officers  of  the  Government,  who  have  the  best 
means  of  forming  an  opinion  upon  this  subject, 
acd  Mr.  F.  believed  that  with  economy  and  good 
discretion  in  its  disbursement,  it  would  be  found  am- 
ple to  sustain  the  Naval  Department  in  all  its  neces- 
sary operations,  and  give  a  respectable  increase  to 
our  naval  force. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  F.  notwithstanding  the  reflections 
which  have  been  cast  upon  our  navy,  I  insist  that  it 
has  performed  every  duty  which  has  been  required 
of  i',  and  has  answered  every  beneficial  object  of 
its  establishment.  Our  commerce  has  been  pro- 
tected on  every  sea.  Io  the  single  instance  of  insult 
to  our  seamen  which  has  occurred  in  many  years, 
and  that  by  a  barborous  people,  chastisement  was 
promptly  and  effectually  administered,  and  redress 
demanded  and  obtained;  and  at  this  moment  the 
lightest  shallop  that  dare  venture  her  frail  sides 
upon  the  mountain  wave  may  fold  her  wings  in 
safety  in  every  port  of  the  civilized  world  under 
tbe  simple  protection  of  the  ilars  and  stripes. 

I  deny,  said  Mr.  F.  that  cur  flag  has  been 
insulted  again  and  a;ain  for  want  of  an  efficient 
maritime  force,  as  has  been  alleged  by  the  honora- 
ble member  from  Maine  [Mr.  Smith  ]  We  have 
heard  rumors,  it  is  true,  recently,  of  detention  of 
several  vessels  by  British  cruisers  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  but  wc  have  heard  but  one  side  of  the 
story.  These  matters  are  proper  subjects  of  inqui- 
ry by  our  Government;  and  if  thete  detentions 
were  without  excuse,  they  are  proper  subjects  fcr  a 
demand  for  redress.    Bat  there  may  be  palliating 


circumstances.  These  vessels  may  have  been 
found  under  suspicious  circumstances,  though,  in 
fact,  driving  a  legal  traffic.  It  should  be  remem- 
bered that  the  detentions  complained  of  were  made 
upon  the  African  coast  by  tbe  vesseli  of  England 
stationed  there  for  the  suppression  if  the  slave 
trade — a  most  honorable  undertaking,  in  which  I 
hope  she  may  be  eminently  successful.  She  has 
reaped  profit  enough  from  her  unjust  aggressions 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  to  enable  her  to  be  hu- 
mane where  she  can  gather  nothing  by  conquest. 
Africa  offers  nothing  to  her  rapacity  but  flesh  and 
blood,  of  which  she  has  already  more  than  she  can 
well  take  care  of;  and,  therefore,  affords  a  proper 
field  for  the  ezhtb  tion  of  a  national  virtue,  because 
there  is  no  temptation  to  be  unjust. 

Complaint  has  also  been  made  that,  during  the 
recent  difficulties  between  Great  Britain  and  China, 
our  nation  was!  not  properly  represented,  nor 
our  commerce  protected  in  the  Chinese  seas  by 
our  vessels  of  war.  Why,  sir,  do  not  gentlemen 
know  that  representations  were  made  heie  by  those 
interested  in  the  Chinese  trade,  that  it  was  inex- 
pedient to  send  a  fleet  there;  that  American  inte- 
rests there  were  in  no  danger;  that  our  merchant- 
men were  profiting  by  the  troubles  between  Eng- 
land and  China;  and  that  an  armed  force  there 
might  do  more  harm  than  good,  by  exciting  the  jea- 
louvy  or  suspicions  of  that  peculiar  people?  Sir, 
said  Mr.  F.  gentlemen  are  mistaken.  Our  flag  is 
known,  and  is  respected  wherever  a  vessel 
can  float  in  the  known  world,  and  it  is  re- 
lated of  the  late  SuUan  that  before  he  knew  any 
thing  else  of  America,  he  acknowledged  be  had 
<4heard  of  a  fellow  with  a  blue  jacket  who  had 
flogged  Jobn  Bull  on  the  ocean." 

Our  present  navy  consists  of  sixty-eight  sail,  of 
whtch  thirty-six  are  now  in  commission.  Will 
any  one  say  that  this  is  not  enough  for  a  peace  es- 
tablishment? The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  informs 
us  that  it  has  been  found  sufficient  for  alt  the  par- 
poses  of  a  navy  in  time  of  peace;  and  the  sum  of 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  naval  appro- 
priation of  last  year  remains  unexpended  because 
it  was  considered  unnecessary. 

Gentlemen  have  compared  our  navy  with  that  of 
Great  Britain.  Sir,  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  nor  is 
it  desirable,  that  our  navy  should  equal  that  of 
Great  Britain.  We  have  no  colonies  to  keep  in 
awe — we  have  no  negotiations  which  it  is  necessary 
to  conduct  under  the  influence  of  a  large  fleet— we 
have  no  entangling  alliances  to  guard,  nor  are  we 
surrounded  by  ambitious  States,  ever  ready  to  take 
advantage  of  any  moment  of  apparent  weakness. 
The  material  of  which  our  naval  force  must  be 
composed,  is  now  employed  in  more  profitable 
avocations  than  the  public  service.  Oar  navy 
must  grow  with  a  necessity  fur  a  navy.  Napo- 
leon's wars  made  Napoleon's  marshals;  and  when 
the  naval  sprvice  .offers  the  proper  inducements,  in 
tbe  shape  of  pay  or  of  honor,  a  force  can  be  ga- 
thered from  your  coasters,  your  fishing  vessels,  and 
your  merchantmen,  such  as  the  world  has  never 
jet  seen  for  bravery,  enterprise,  and  every  quality 
which  can  ensure  the  honor  and  safety  of  our  conn- 
try.  In  a  young  and  peaceful  nation  like  ours, 
where  eve  ry  avenue  of  business  is  more  inviting 
than  the  public  service,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
the  naval  spirit  should  fall  somewhat  to  decay. 
What  inducement  has  a  man  of  ability  and  enter- 
prise who  can  earn  bis  bread  in  any  other  way,  to 
embark  for  a  three  years'  voyage  in  a  man  of  war, 
to  leave  behind  nearly  all  the  attachments  of  life, 
to  endure,  as  Dr.  Johnson  says,  all  the  privations 
of  a  prison,  with  the  additional  risk  of  being 
drowned.  But  the  naval  spirit  "is  Dot  dead,  it 
sleepetb;"  and  the  first  gun  which  shall  boom  across 
the  water,  will  awake  it,  refreshed  and  invigorated, 
"like  a  strongman  to  run  a  race." 

Another  reason  has  been  urged,  said  Mr.  F.  why 
this  amendment  should  pass,  and  that  i*  tbe  pre- 
sent state  of  our  foreign  relations  and  the  possi- 
bility or  probability  of  a  war.  He  considered  this 
entitled  to  less  consideration  than  any  other  which 
had  been  mentioned.  It  was  conceded  that  we  were 
in  no  danger  of  collision  with  any  power  except 
England,  and  he  would  imagine  no  such  extremi- 
ty of  folly  in  the  year  1841,  as  it  would  be  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain  to  declare  war  against  the 
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United  Stales.    What  is  and  has  been  the  national 
policy .  of  Great  Britain?     Why,  sir,  t«  talk  of 
glory  and  to  fight  for  gain— and  sorely  there  is 
nothing  in  this  country    which  can  excite   her 
rapidity;    which  would   pay    the   cost    of  tak- 
ing.   What  moat  be  the  inevitable,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  probable,  consequences  of  such;  a   war? 
Sir,  pat  down  the  certain  and    immediate    loss 
of  her  North  American  Colonies — the   destruc- 
tion of   her    manufactures,  by    catling    off  (he 
supply  of  the  raw  material  which  gives  her  opera- 
tives employment,  the  destruction  of  the  best  mar- 
ket for  her  manufactured  articles;  add  to  this,  that 
she  suspends,  perhaps  extinguishes,  a  debt  dne  to 
her  citizens,  it  is  said,  of  some  two  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollar*.    Besides,  sir,  has  she  no  unsettled 
questions  with  her  European  neighbor?;  or,  if  there 
are  none,  may  they  not  be  raised  when  her  neigh- 
bora  think  a  favorable  opportunity  occurs  for  a  suc- 
cessful negotiation?    Is  not  France  almost  "sick  of 
a  calm?*1  is  she  not  her  "natural  enemy?"  and  does 
she  not  now  possess  the  abundant  means,  as  she  ever 
has  had  the  inclination,  for  an  encounter  with  Eng- 
land? Has  not  Russia,  in  her  eastern  progress,  alrea- 
dy reached  the  confines  of  the  British  possessions? 
But,  aside  from  all  these  collateral  considerations, 
what  cms  England  gain  by  a  war  with  us?    No- 
thing, air,  nothing.    The  utmost  the  can  do  is,  the 
destruction,  perhaps,  at  the  onset,  of  some  maritime 
towns,  which  would  not  weaken  eur  ability  by  the 
strength  of  n  single  man,  or  the  value  of  a  single 
dollar;  as  to  conquering  a  foot  of  American  soil, 
no  man  in  his  senses  ever  thinks  of  it.    Sir,  said 
Mr.  F.  1  have  bnt  glanced  at  a  few  of  the  conside- 
rations which,  in  my  opinion,  show  that  we  are  in 
no  danger   of    a  war   with   Europe;   and   all 
these   things   she    knows,  as    well   as    we   do; 
she  knows  onr  strength    and  our  resources;  she 
knoas  that  a  war  begun  is  not  to  be  ended  in  a 
day;  she  has  bad  a  "taste  of  our  gifts"  in  the  Re- 
volution, and  again  in  the  last  war;  and  within  the 
last  few   years,  she  has  seen  a  specimen  of  the 
stuff  of  which  American  militia   are    composed, 
which  will  not  suffer  by  a  comparison  with  Bunker 
Hill  or  the  San  Jacinto.    I  allude  to  that  most  un- 
fortunate occurrence,  the  battle  at  Windmill  Point. 
Let  me  add,   Mr.  F.  con  tinned,  that  in  my  opi- 
nion theie  is  not,    and  has  not  been,  any  cause 
for  collision  between  the  two  countries.    The  cor- 
respondence between  the  two  Governments  on  the 
questions  at  issue,  which  has  been  carried  on  both 
here  and  at  London,  is,  in  my  opinion,  in  all  re- 
spects  creditable  to  the  present  Administration. 
And  notwithstanding  the  odium  which  a  reckless 
party  has  sought  to  heap  upon  the  Executive  for 
pusillanimity, for  cowering  before  the  British  lion,  I 
was  pleased  to  hear  my  honorable  colleague,  [Mr. 
Gaiiroun,]  but  a  day  or  two  ago,  express  h*s  appro- 
bation of  the  negotiations  as  conducted  by  this  Go- 
vernment. On  this  subject  all  has  been  done  which 
the  honor  of  the  country're quired;  and  I  shall  be 
content  if  the  coming  Administration  do   a?  well. 
Again,  it  is  argued  that  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs,  lately  made  to  the^Ioase,  is 
calculated  to  produce  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of 
the  English  Government.    1  have  lead  that  report, 
and  I  approve  of  it — it  speaks  out  boldly  in  terms 
worthy  of  the  nation,  and  will,  I  doubt  not,  find  a 
-  beany  response  in  the  bosom  »f  every  patriot  in 
the  country,  and  especially  among  those  on  the 
Northern  frontier,  who  feel  the  deepest  interest  in 
the  questions  discussed  in  that  report.    The  lan- 
guage of  that  report,  said  Mr.  F.  falls  far  behind, 
in  spirit  and  force,  the  language  of  the  public  press 
"on  the  frontier,  where  the  public  mind  has  been 
moat  excited-  on  this  subject.    True  it  is,  sir,  that 
much  of  that  excitement  has  been  created  by  politi- 
cal demagogues  for  the  basest  party  purposes,  and 
when  the  debate  took  place  here  on  the  motion  to 
print  that  report,  and  my  honorable  colleagues 
from  Erie  and  Ontario  objected  to  the  violence  of 
its  language,  it  occurred  to  me  that  those  whose 
friends  had  rode  into  power  upon  the  whirlwind, 
already  began  to  tremble,  lest,  now  that  they  are 
about  to  assume  the  reins  of  Government,  they 
should  be  unable  to  direct  the  storm. 

I  shall  mention,  continued  Mr.  F.  but  one  other 
reason  why  I  shall  vote  against  this  increase  of  the 
naval  appropriation.    I  am  not  disposed  to  treat  I 


the  recent  election  as  if  it  had  not  taken  ptaoa. 
The  pejple  were  told  that  the  expenses*  of  the  Go- 
vernment were  too  great;  and  if  the  gentlemen  of 
the  successful  party  have  forgotten  the  pledges  of 
retrenchment  they  made  before  the  election,  I  have 
not;  and  I  assure  them  that  so  far  as  my  vote  is 
cmeerned,  both  in  this  Congress  and  the  next, 
"the  economy  they  teach  I  will* execute, and  it 
shall  go  hard,  but  I  will  better  the  instruction." 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  observed  that  after  the 
able  speech  of  the  gentleman  who  had  preceded 
bim,  it  woald  be  hardly  necessary  for  him  to  say  a 
word.  He  would,  nevertheless,  submit  a  few  facts 
by  way  of  correcting  the  erroneous  impression 
which  was  likely  to  be  made  on  the  public  mind, 
by  the  remarks  of  gentlemen '  who  considered  the 
navy  had  been  neglected.  After  noticing  the  va- 
rious and  contradictory  statements  which  had  been 
given  by  members  ot  the  Opposition^  relation  to 
the  condition  of  our  navy,  Mr.  Preferred  to  au- 
thentic documents  to  show  what  was  the  actual 
condition  of  that  branch  of  the  public  defence,  and 
that  it  was  not  in  the  "ruinous  and  dilapidated" 
condition  as  was  represented. 

Mr.  J.  then  read  from  official  documents  to  show 
tqat  we  had  now  twenty-six  vessels  in  commission, 
and  that  these  twenty-six  were  so  arranged  as  to 
afford  an  effectual  protection  to  the  commerce  of 
the  country. 

After  showing  the  great  and  gradual  increase  of 
the  navy  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  Mr.  J.  said  he 
referred  te  those  facts  to  show  that  much  bad  been 
done  to  strengthen  (his  arm  of  our  national  defence, 
and  that  a  larger  amount  of  money  had  been  ap- 
propriated than  was  thought  necessary  to  be  used. 
He  then  called  attention  to  the  preparations  made 
by  the  Navy  Department  so  as  to  put  it  in  the 
power  of  Government,  in  case  of  emergency,  to 
bring  into  service  almost  any  amount  of  vessels 
thai  might  be  required. 

Gentlemen  appeared  to  have  lost  sight  of  the  fact 
that  contracts  bad  been  entered  into  by  the  Depart- 
ment for  frame-timbers  of  a  great  number  of  ves- 
sels, which  fume-timbers  were  seasoning  and  be- 
ing prepared  in  a  proper  shape,  ready  to  be  put  to- 
gether when  required.    Front  the  document  ap- 
pended to  the  report,  it  would  be  seen  that  contracts 
had  been  made  for  frame-timbers  for 
15  ships  of  the  line, 
18  frigates, 
15  sloops  of  war, 
9  steamers, 
9  brigs  and  schooners, 
besides  copper,  iron,  &c 

Here,  then,  was  the  wood  seasoning  and  being 
prepared  in  a  proper  shape,  ready  for  putting  toge- 
ther this  great  force,  whenever  an  emergency  might 
arise. 

Mr.  J.  then  read  from  the  report  to  (how  what 
number  of  the  above  were  actually  complete  and 
required  nothing  more  than  putting  together.  This, 
in  addition  to  the  increase  of  the  navy  during  the 
last  ten  years,  would  exhibit  a  state  of  preparation 
which  certainly  could  not  have  been  borne  in  mind 
by  the  gentlemen  who  had  addressed  the  committee. 
Mr.  PICKENS  said  it  was  his  intention  to  vote 
in  the  first  instance  for  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mallory]  and  then  to 
have  voted  against  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Saltonstalu]  as 
amended.  He  had  intended  to  do  that  because,  at 
this  time,  he  felt  it  his  duty  te  go  agaitst  all  fur- 
ther appropriations  than  (1,425,000,  as  reported  in 
the  bill. 

The  CHAIR  observed  tlfat  there  was  but  one 
amendment  then  pending,  that  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  hiving  been  accepted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  would  then  vote  against 
the  whole  proposition  to  amend,  as  he  considered 
$1,400,000  amply  sufficient  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses, at  the  present  time.  He  protested  against 
any  action  being  had  with  a  view  to  a  contingency, 
or  any  legislation  being  based  on  the  expectation 
of  a  war.  If  that  were  the  real  aspect  of  things, 
the  sum  proposed  by  the  amendment  would  be  a 
mere  bagatelle;  instead  of  such  a  paltry  amount, 
they  would  want  millionr,  and  he,  in  such  a  slate 
of  things,  would  be  ready  to  vote  for  ten  millions, 


instead  of  (1,425,000.  But,  at  present,  he  did  not 
desire  sny  thing  to  be  done  whieh  looked  towards 
war.    There  was  no  necessity  for  it. 

Mr.  J.  went  on  to  say  that  when  the  proper  time 
should  arrive  for  a  revisioa  of  the  tariff,  he  .then 
would  pledae  himself  to  go  with  gentlemen  of  the 
North  for  such  a  tax  as  should  be  amply  sufficient  . 
for  every  want  of  the  country.  But  let  gentlemen 
want  until  the  time  should  arrive,  for  be  protested 
against  this  legislation  by  piecemeal.  At  this  late 
period  of  the  session,  now  that  four  days  only  re- 
mained, we  were  not  prepared  to  do  justice  to  the 
subject  referred  to  by  the  mover  of  the  amendment. 
But  if  any  thing  should  occur,  which  might  lead  to 
a  war,  he  trusted  that  an  extra  session  would  be 
called,  and  that  then,  when  the  case  should  actually 
exist,  they  would  act  like  a  free  people.  But  at 
present  he  would  raise  his  voice  against  any  le- 
gislation looking  towards  a  war. 

Mr.  HA  WES,  after  some  remarks,  offered  the 
following  amendment: 

"Pr tided.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may,  if 
he  may  deem  it  expedient,  disburse  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  of  said  sum  in  the  construction  of  two 
steam  ships  of  such  size  as  will  pass  the  outer  bar 
of  the  Mississippi;  said  ships  to  be  built  at  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  and  Louisville,  Kentucky;  and  said 
steam  ships  to  be  built  by  contract,  or  otherwise, 
as  said  Secretary  may  order.*' 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  WICK, 
PROFFIT,  and  SMITH  of  Indiana, 

The  amendment  was  then  modified  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Messrs.  GRAVES,  W.  C.  JOHNSON,  and 
PROFFIT,  as  follows; 

"Provided,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may, 
if  he  may  deem  it  expedient,  disburse  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  pf  said  sum  in  the  construction  of 
two  steam  ships  of  such  size  as  will  pass  the  outer  • 
bar  of  the  Mississippi;  said  ships  to  be  built  at  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  or  Coving- 
ton, Kentucky,  or  New  Albany,  Indiana,  or  Padu- 
cah,  Kentucky,  or  any  other  place  or  places  on  the 
Ohio  or  Mississippi  rivers,  if  be  believes  the  public 
service  will  thereby  be  promoted;  said  steamships 
to  be  built  by  contract  or  otherwise,  as  the  said  Se- 
cretary may  order." 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  WM.  COOT 
JOHNSON,  PROFFIT,  THOMPSON  of  Missis-  • 
sippi,  MALLORY,  W.THOMPSON,  GRAVES, 
and  BRECKENRIDOE, 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
disagreed  to. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment : 

"And  in  case  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
sSall  build  any  naval  armaments  for  any  of  the 
lakes  or  rivers  separating  the  United  Spates  from 
the  Canada*,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Go- 
vernment to  build  vessels  on  our  side  of  at  least  a 
corresponding  tize;  and  so  much  of  the  money 
hereby  appropriated  as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be  •' 
applied  to  that  object." 
The  CHAIR  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order. 
Mr.  RIVES  submitted  the  following;  which  was 
also  iuled  out  ef  order: 

"Provided,  however,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  • 
Treasury  shall  have  authority  to  employ  an  amount 
out  of  said  sum,  not  exceeding  f  10,000,  in  testing 
the  utility  of  the  inventions  of  Messrs.  Hunter  and 
Hobdy  for  propelling  steam  vessels.1' 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mn  SALTOifbTALL,  as  modified  by  Mr.  Mallout, 
as  follows : 

"For  increase,  repair,  armament,  and  equipment 
of  the  navy,  and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  com* 
mittion,  $2  000,000;  £500,000  of  which  sum  shall 
be  expended  in  building  and  equipping  war  steamers 
of  medium  size,"  and  decided  in  the  negative- 
ayes  62,  noes  67. 

The*  item  "for  medicines  and  surgical  instru- 
ments, hospital  stores,  and  other  expenses  on  ac- 
count of  the  sick,  f  30,000,"  having  been  read, 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  amend  the  item, 
by  adding: 

"For  payment  of  debts  contracted  in  the  pur* 
chase  of  sites  for  the  erection  of  marine  hosptalp, 
under  the  act  of  March  3,  1837,  to  those  individuals 
who  have  actually  conveyed  their  property  to  the 
United  States, doilars.,f 
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After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  GRAVES,  UN- 
DERWOOD, and  MALLORY, 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment  oat  of  on 
der. 

-     Mr.  GRAVES  appealed  from  (he  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  of  Alabama  moved  that  the 
committee  rise;  bat  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  question  was  about  to  be  taken,  Shall  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
House?  when 

Mr.  GRAVES  withdrew  his  appeal. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  that  the  committee  rise; 
bat  no  qaoram  voting, 

The  qae&tion  was  taken  by  tellers,  who  reported 
—ayes  25,  noes  94:  no  qaoram. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRAVES,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  that  fact  to  the  House. 

Mr.  MONROE  then  moved  a  call  of  the  House, 
aad 

The  question  was  taken  by  tellers,  who  reported 
—-ayes  34,  noes  75. 

No  quorum  voting;,  and  the  House  refusing  to 
have  a  call, 

Mr.  BEATTY  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 

And  the  question  being  taken,  there  appeared— 
yeas  39,  nays  92. 

A  quprum  being  now  present,  the  House  again 
went  back  into  Commttee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  GRAVES  then  offered  the  following  as  a 
modification  of  Mr.  Underwood's  amendment. 

"And  that  the  sum  of  thirty-eight  thousand  dol- 
lars, or  scr  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  be, 
and  are  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  which  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy  is  authorized  to  pay  for  snch 
of  the  sites,  selected  on  the  Western  waters  for 
marine  hospitals,  as  have  been  deeded  to  the  Go- 
vernment, with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment  to  be  out 
of  order,  for  the  reason  that  the  50th  rule  declares 
that  "no  motion  or  proposition  on  a  subject  differ- 
ent  from  that  under  consideration  shall  be  admitted 
under  color  of  amendment,"  etc. 

Mr.  GRAVES  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chaw. 

>  The  question  was  then  taken,  '  Shall  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House? 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  97,  noes  13— 
no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  GRAVES  moved  that  that  fact  be  reported 
to  the  House;  but 

A  quorum  now  appearing, 

Mr.  GRAVES  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

"For  the  purchase  of  Raub's  Self-acting  Safety 
Valves,  to  be  applied  to  the  boilers  of  the  steam- 
ships heretofore  authorized  to  be  bnilt,  if  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  President  such  valves  should  be  deemed 
useful." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  following  item  was  then  read: 

"The  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the 
navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  A15,- 
000." 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  moved  to  strike  out 
115,000  and  insert  #25,000;  but  the  motion  was  ne- 
gatived. 

The  next  item  was  read,  as  follows: 

"For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the 
navy  yar4at  Cbarle«towo,  Massachusetts,  $25,200." 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  Massachusetts,  and  inserting 
"and  for  the  erection  of  barracks,  #55,200." 

Mr.  H.  gave  notice  that,  if  this  motion  should 
prevail,  he  would  move  to  amend  similarly  all  the 
items  for  the  several  navy  yards;  but 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  JONES  of  Vir- 
ginia, SALTONSTALL,  DOWNING,  and  REED, 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  withdrew  his  amendment  for 
the  present. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  moved  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  #85,200  in  the  same  item,  and  inserting 
#49000.  6 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was 
disagreed  to. 

The  next  item  being  ready  viz: 


"For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the 
navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  #46,800." 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  moved  to  strike  out 
#46,800  and  insert  #78,000;  but  the  amendment 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  further  moved  to  strike 
out  #5,400  "for  the  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs ot  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylva- 
nia," and  insert  #9,000;  but  the  amendment  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  also  moved  to  strike  oat 
#6  600  for  the  improvement  and  necessary  repairs 
of  the  navy  yard  at  Washington,  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  insert  #11,000;  and  this  was  likewise 
negatived. 

Mr.  MALLORY  moved  to  amend  the  item  "for 
improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy 
yard  at  Gosport,  Virginia,"  by  striking  out  #29,400, 
and  inserting  #49,000. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  MALLORY  and 
JONES  of  Virginia, 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DOWNING  then  moved  to  amend  the  item 
"for  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the 
nary  yard  near  Pensacola,  Florida,"  by  striking 
out  #12,000,  and  inserting  #20,000. 

The  question  being  taken,  <hc  amendment  was 
disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  offered  the  following: 

"For  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  to  commence  the 
erection  of  barracks  at  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
#30,000. 

"For  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  to  commence 
the  erection  of  barracks  at  Cbarlestown,  Massa- 
chusetts, #30  000. 

"For  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  the  erection  of 
bamcks  at  Gosport,  Virginia,  #30,000. 

"To  commence  the  erection- of  barracks  at  Pen- 
sacola, Florida,  #10,000." 

The  CHAIR  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

Mr.  REED  moved  to  strike  out  #1,500  for  ne- 
cessary repairs  of  the  hrspital  building  at  Cbarles- 
town, Massachusetts,  and  insert  #5,000,  but  the 
amendment  was  decided  out  of  order- 
Mr.  SALTONSTALL  moved  to  amvnd  the  bill 
by  inserting  after  the  seventy-ninth  line,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"To  commence  the  erection  ot  barracks  in  Pen- 
sacola, Florida,  #10,000." 

The  CHAIR  having  decided  the  amendment  out 
oferder, 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  appealed  from  his  deci- 
sion; but 

The  question  being  taken,  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  sustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  MALLORY  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Andbeitjwrtherenicted,  That  the  duties  hereto- 
fore discharged  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
shall  be  apportioned  as  follows,  viz: 

The  first  division  shall  comprehend  whatever  re- 
lates to  the  construction,  repairs,  equipment,  and 
preservation  of  vessels  ot  war,  and  the  officer  pre- 
siding over  its  administration  shall  have  attached 
to  his  bureau,  to  aid  him  in  the  performance  of 
his  duties— 

A  chief  naval  constructor; 

An  engineer  qualified  to  superintend  the  opera- 
tions of  steam;  and 

A  draughtsman. 

The  second  division  shall  comprehend  the  con- 
struction, repairs,  and  preservation  of  all  buildings 
on  shore  belonging  to  the  navy,  or  used  for  naval 
purposes,  and  generally  the  superintendence  of  na- 
vy yards,  hospitals,  magaz:nes,  and  other  appen- 
dages to  a  naval  station.*  This  officer  shall  have 
placed  under  his  direction — 

A  captain  in  the  navy,  as  inspector  of  ordnance; 

A  commander,  and  two  lieutenants  and  assist- 
ants; 

A  commander  having  charge  of  charts  and  in- 
struments for  hydrographical  purpose?; 

A  lieutenant',  and  two  passed  midshipmen; 

A  civil  engineer;  and 

A  draughtsman. 

The  third  division  shall  comprise  the  purchase, 
manufacture,  collection,  and  distribution  of  all 
provisions,  clothing,  and  materials  of  every  de- 
scription required  for  the  use  of  the  navy.    The 


officer  charged  with  this  division  shall  have  placed 
under  his  direction— 

A  surgeon  to  superintend  the  purchase  of  medi- 
cines, hospital  stores,  and  surgical  instruments,  and 
to  perform  such  other  duties,  in  connection  with 
the  medical  branch  of  the  service,  as  may  be  re* 
quired  of  him  by  the  Department;  and  two  assist- 
ant surgeons  to  aid  him  in  their  performance; 

One  purser  for  contracts,  and  correspondence,  for 
slop  clothing,  and  provision.-.. 

JSnd  be  it  further  ejfded,  That  so  much  of  an  act 
approved  February  7,  1815,  entitled  "An  act  to 
alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  establishing  a 
Navy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a  Board  of 
Commissioners,"  at  corn's  within  the  meaning  of 
this  act,  and  is  contrary  thereto,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  nnder  the  76ih  rule  of 
the  House,  the  amendment  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  MALLORY  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chub;  and 

On  the  question  being  taken,  Shall  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House? 
It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  com- 
mittee then  rose,  and  reported  ihebillto  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  stated,  Shall  the  bill  be 
ensrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  when 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  various  amendments. 
Mr.  DROMGOOLE    inquired  of  the  Cham, 
whether  it  was  in  order  to  effer  a  series  of  amend- 
ments at  one  time? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  not  in  order 
to  offer  more  than  one  amendment  at  a  time,  and 
that  the  amendments  offered  were  not  in  order. 

From  this  decision,  Mr.  EVANS  appealed;  and 
pending  the  question  on  said  appeal, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOFFMAN,  at  ten  o'clock, 
p.  m. 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  8ENATE, 
SiTORDAT,  February  27, 1841. 

The  bill  from  the  House  making  appropriations 
for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1841,  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STURGEON,  one  thousand 
extra  copies  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Patents  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALL,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  "bill  to  declare  the  rights  of  the  children  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  born  abroad;"  and, 
after  being  considered,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  read  in*. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Relations,  reported  a  bill  fer  the  relief  of  the 
administrator  of  William  A.  Slamm;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  RUGGLES,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
granting  copy-rights  to  inventors  of  designs,  dtc 
which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from  a  citi- 
zen of  New  Jersey,  praying  Coogress  "to  adopt 
measures  for  securing  an  equitable  and  adequate 
market  for  American  wheat."  Mr.  T.  said  that 
the  memorial  now  presented  was  one  of  great  value 
and  importance;  it  contained  an  examination  and 
expose  of  the  present  capacity  of  the  six  North- 
western S  ates  to  grow  wheat,  and  the  probable  in- 
crease of  the  wheat  culture,  the  want  of  a  foreign 
market  for  the  already  snrplos  production,  and 
the  consequence  of  continuing  the  existing  restric- 
tions of  foreign  Governments  upon  the  introduc- 
tion into  their  dominions  of  foreign  wheat.  It 
also  examines  the  nature,  and  exposes  the  effect,  of 
the  British  corn  laws  upon  the  revenue  of  that  Go- 
vernment, as  well  as  its  effect  upon  their  people, 
showing  conclusively  that  the  existence  of  chose 
laws  is  alike  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  both 
countries.  Mr.  T.  did  not  expect  any  action  upon 
this  important  subject  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion; he  would,  however,  move  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  and  printed; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware, 
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which  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 

rted: 
ra  GnrmaiL   Assembly  of  the  State  or 
Dziu war*— January  session,  1841. 

RntUti  bu  the  Senate  end  House  »f  Representatives 
of  the  Stmt*  of  Delaware  in  General  Assembly  met, 
That  the  cession  by  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Ma- 
ryland of  the  territory  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
their  grants  of  money  to  facilitate  the  erection  of 
suitable  buildings  and  fortifications  for  the  accom- 
awdatioa  and  security  of  the  President,  Congress, 
and  the  several  Departments  of  the  Government, 
and  the  generous  donation  of  lands  bv  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  soil  apoa  which  the  city  of  Washington 
was  laid  oat,  and  its  plan  projected,  to  the  United 
Stales,  was  highly  beneficial,  and  merited  a  kind, 
liberal,  and  generous  consideration  in  retarn. 

^1*11^  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature, 
the  refusal  by  a  majority  of  Congress  to  recharter 
the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  anwise 
and  oppressive. 

fecsofotd.  That  this  Legislature  are  anwilling  to 
believe,  with  the  citizens  of  Washington  and 
Georgetown,  that  their  only  chance  for  good  go- 
vernment and  proeperty,  rests  in  a  retrocession  of 
the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  Suites  to  the  State 
of  Maryland,  but  confidently  hope  the  next,  if  not 
the  present  Congress,  will  grant  them  ample  redress 
of  all  their  grievances. 

JUmdotd,  That  the  people  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia ought  to  he  represented  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  measures  should  be  ta- 
ken, as  f oon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  bring  about 
such  a  just  and  desirable  end. 

Resobstd,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  signed 
by  the  8peaker  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  transmitted  to 
our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  to 
be  laid  before  their  respective  Houses. 

R.  HOUSTON, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
CHARLES  POLK, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PRESTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Besebei,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  request- 
ed to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  ex* 
perineals  made  upon  the  bomb  cannon  invented  by 
John  Cochran,  in  conformity  with  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  April  25,  1840. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

JtooM,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  appropriating  a  sufficient  sum  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  employment  of  a  special  agent  to 
procure  information  as  to  mining  and  smelting 
lead,  copper,  and  other  ores. 

Mr.  WALL,  fr*>m  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  approved  May 
13, 1800,  entitled  'An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  to  establish  (he  judicial  courts  of  the  United 
States,' "  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 
^  Mr.  W.  slid  he  would  take  that  occasion  to  say 
-  thai  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Commit- 
ted on  the  Judiciary  that  no  such  defect  existed  in 
the  law  as  that  which  this  bill  was  intended  to 
remedy. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  concurred  in  opinion  with 
the  Judiciary  Committee;  but  the  highly  respecta- 
ble judges  of  the  court  in  Pennsylvania  thought 
otherwise;  and  the  consequence  was,  that  all  the 
criminal  business  in  the  circuit  courts  was  pre- 
Tented.  In  this  state  of  things,  it  was  highly  ne- 
cessary that  the  bill  should  pass;  and  be  hoped  (he 
Senate  would  indulge  him  by  acting  upon  it  at  that 


After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  CLAYTON,  con- 
enrrisg  in  the  xematks  of  Mr.  WALL,  (be  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  the  3c- 
msve  took  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the 
bill  to  reorganize  the  judicial  circuits  of  the  United 
-States. 

Mr.  8.  said  his  object  in  moving  to  take  up  the 
Mil  was  to  have  it  amended  so  as  to  conform  the 
circuits  and  the  duties  of  the  judges  to  the  slate  of 
fbe  business  of  the  country,  by  an  eqqaiizatioa  of 
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the  business  and  duties.  At  the  time  the  bill  was 
introduced  and  reported  to  (he  Senate,  he  had  little 
hopes  of  seeing  it  become  a  law,  as  there  were  at 
that  time  many  difficulties  to  encounter  in  the  ad- 
justment of  the  matter,  the  most  of  which  he  con- 
ceived were  removed  by  a  recent  melancholy 
event— he  alluded  (o  the  decease  of  Judge  Bar- 
bour. That  distinguished  judge  having  been  re- 
moved by  Providence,  the  way  was  now  clear 
to  do  i hat  which  would  long  since  have  been  done, 
but  for  the  locality  of  the  judges.  As  the  circuits 
were  now  arranged,  six' judges  were  located  east 
of  (he  mountains  in  the  Atlantic  States,  and  the  other 
three  in  the  West  and  Southwest.  A  most  unequal 
and  unjust  imposition  of  duties  was  imposed  upon 
the  latter  judges.  He  believed  this  to  be  the  accepted 
and  propitious  time  to  do  complete  justice  on  the 
subject.  He  understood  that  the  judges  had  agreed 
to  an  arrangement  which  would  give  four  circuits 
to  the  West  and  Southwest,  and  leave  five  ia  the 
East;  so  that  the  West  and  Southwest  would  have 
the  services  of  an  additional  jndge.  This  ar- 
rangement be  believed  to  be  necessary  to  a  due  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  as  well  as  to  a  just  equali- 
zation of  the  laborious  duties  of  the  three  Western 
judgeF,  with  those  rendered  by  the  judges  of  the 
Atlantic  He  would  only  premise  this  much  in 
anticipation  of  the  amendment  which  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Clat]  was  ready  to  propose. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  then  offered  the  follow- 
ing amendment,  explaining  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced him  to  offer  it: 

"That  hereafter  the  eastern  and  western  dis- 
tricts of  Pennsylvania  and  the  district  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  the  district  of  Delaware  shall  form  the 
third  circuit;  the  district  of  Maryland  and  the  east- 
ern district  of  Virginia  shall  form  the  fourth  cir- 
cuit; (he  district  of  North  Carolina,  the  eastern  and 
western  districts  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  district 
of  Georgia  shall  form  the  fifth  circuit;  the  southern 
di»trict  of  Alabama, and  the  Eastern  distreit  of  Lou- 
siana  shall  form  the  sixth  circuit;  the  southern  dis- 
trict of  Mississippi,  the  eastern  and  middle  dis- 
tricts of  Tennessee,  shall  form  the  eight  circuit ; 
and  the  district  of  Arkansas,  the  district  of  Mis- 
souri, and  the  district  of  Kentucky  shall  form  the 
ninth  circuit. 

"Sec  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  cir- 
cuit court  for  the  district  of  Arkansas,  shall  be 
holden  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  April,  and  the 
fourth  Monday  of  October  in  each  and  every  year; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  associate  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  allotted  to  the  ninth  circuit,  to 
preside  at  the  spring  term  of  the  circuit  court  for 
the  district  of  Arkansas;  and  the  associate  justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  allotted  to  (he  eighth  circuit, 
to  preside  at  the  spring  term  of  the  circuit  court, 
for  the  southern  district  of  Mississippi,  which  shall 
be  holden  on  the  second  Monday  in  December." 

Mr.  ROANE  said,  he  could  not  reconcile  it  to 
himtelf  to  permit  this  question  to  be  taken,  without 
offering  a  word  or  two  on  the  subject.  If  he  under- 
stood aright  the  amendment  just  offered  and  read  to 
the  Senate,  its  object  and  effect  is  to  abolish,  to  ob- 
literate from  existence,  the  ancient  judicial  circuit 
composed  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina!  Never  was  he  taken  more  by  surprise 
than  now!  Without  the  time  and  the  means  of 
giving  due  consideration  to  the  reasons  we  have 
jubt  heard  in  favor  of  this  measure,  and  without 
the  possibility  of  any  express  knowledge  of  the 
wishes  of  these  two  long  associated  old  Slates  in  re- 
tard to  this  proposed  severance,  I  but  yield  to  the 
impulse  of  the  moment  in  rising  in  my  place,  and 
entering  my  solemn  and  earnest  protest  against  the 
proceeding.  I  protest  against  it,  sir,  because  at  this 
last  hurried  moment  of  an  expiring  session  of  Con- 
gress, it  is  impossible  that  such  a  change  as  this 
can  be  made  with  that  deliberation  which  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  wants  and  interests  of  all  (he  parts  of 
the  Union  requires  at  our  hands.  I  protest  against 
it,  sir,  because  if  a  general  change  is  required  so  as 
to  equalize  (he  labors  of  all  the  judges,  1  cannot  see 
why  this  particular  circuit  is  to  be  made  the  point 
of  departure,  and  thereby  cut  in  twain,  merged  into 
two  other  circuits,  and  thus  blotted  out  from  her  old 
position  on  the  judicial  map  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  President,  these  are  two  of  the  old  Atlantic 
8tttes  of  (be  goocj  "o)<|  Thirteen."    They  embrace 
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a  long  ertent  of  seaboard,  and  from  their  local  po- 
sition, and  long  standing  judicial  connection,  are 
certainly  entitled  to  consideration.  The  reason* 
assigned  for  this  measure  are,  first,  the  long  travel 
of  eome  of  the  judges  of  the  West  and  Southwest 
to  their  courts,  and  second,  the  heavy  dockets  they 
find  in  them.  The  first  is  caused  b/  the  extensive 
territory  and  sparse  population  of  those  States,  and 
must  soon  be  obviated  by  the  strong  stream  of  im- 
migration which  is  rapidly  filling  up  our  wilder- 
ness. And  as  regards  the  second  reason,  if  there 
is  now  but  little  business  in  the  circuit  proposed  to 
be  abolished,  I  am  very  thankful  for  it,  as  it  indi- 
cates two  things:  that  our  citizens  are  free  from 
deb',  and  that  our  country  is  at  peace  with  foreign. 
nations.  If  there  be,  as  is  alleged,  an  unusual 
crowd  of  business  at  this  time  in  the  courts  of  the 
Western  and  Southwestern  States,  no  man  deplores 
more  than  I  do  the  state  of  indebtedness  which  it 
indicates.  But  that  state  of  things  cannot  always 
be.  The  deranged  state  of  the  currency,  and  the 
rage  for  speculation  and  wealth,  which  has  caused 
this  heavy  mass  of  litigation  in  these  courts,  cannot 
always  be;  nor  can  peace  a. ways  exist.  And  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that,  in  time  of  war,  when, 
some  of  those  courts  would  feel  no  consequent  ac- 
cession of  business,  the  circuit  proposed  to  be 
sponged  would,  from  its  local  position,  necessarily 
have  thrown  into  its  courts  maritime  and  admiralty 
bubiness.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  to  the  precise  quantum 
of  court  business  to  which  I  look  ia  this  matter; 
for  that  cannot  be  kepi  equalized 
coits,  except  by  a  legislation  too 
necessary  permanency  of  any  system, 
local  position  of  this  circuit— it  is  to  the  section  of 
the  Union  in  which  it  stands— it  i3  to  the  position 
it  has  &o  long  and  so  honorably  occupied  on  the  ju- 
dicial map  of  the  country,  that  I  look.  And,  sir, 
it  is  the  eauses  which  come  before  the  Supreme 
Court,  no  matter  where  originating,  involving  her 
dearest  constitutional  ngnis,  mat  add  to  my  feeling 
on  this  subject.  But,  Mr.  President,  if  a  new 
arrangement  of  the  judicial  circuits  is  neces* 
sary  to  equalize  the  labors  of  the  judges,  why 
not,  let  me  ask,  add  to  this  old  circuit  her  sister 
8  >uth  Carolina,  or  her  beloved  daughter  Kentucky, 
or  her  respected  neighbor  Tennessee,  and  thus  ob- 
viate the  evil  complained  of,and  at  the  same  time  pre- 
serve this  old  circuit  and  Us  homogeneous  character. 
I  am  certain,  sir,  that  there  is  no  reasonable  ex- 
pansion of  this  circuit  which  (he  public  weal  may 
demand,  to  which  it  would  not  cheerfully  yield. 
But,  sir,  whilst  it  is  at  this  moment  submitting,  in 
mournful  resignation,  to  the  late  heavy  dispensa- 
tion ot  Providence,  which  has  suddenly  deprived  it 
and  the  country  of  an  eminent  jurist  and  judge,  I 
do  hope  (hat  this  body  will  pause  before  it  avails 
itself  of  that  dispensation  as  a  reason  for  striking 
from  existence  a  circuit  almost  coeval  with  our  ju- 
dicial system,  and  which,  to  say  the  least,  has  never 
yet  impared  its  strenth,  er  disturbed  its  symmetry.  I 
have  thought  these  hasty  remains  due  to  my  posi- 
tion here  on  the  present  occasion;  and  however 
they  may  be  received,  and  whatever  may  be  the 
fate  of  the  proposed  measure,  I  feel  that  in  making; 
them  I  have  done  my  duty. 

Mr.  CLAY'of  Alabama  said,  for  the  last  few 
years  there  had  been  more  or  less  said  about  the 
inequality  of  the  duties  of  the  members  of  the  Su- 
preme Court;  and  in  1837,  as  would  be  recollected, 
he  submitted  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  furnish  information  respecting  the 
number  <f  suits  tried,  and  the  number  of  miles 
travelled  by  each  judge,  with  a  view  to  aa  equali- 
zation of  the  labors  of  the  judges.  The  return  of 
the  Secretary  was  then  in  his  hand,  and  it  showed 
that  the  West  and  the  Southwest  furnished  much 
the  greatest  part  of  the  business  of  the  Union;  but 
there  had  been  difficulties  in  (he  way  of  any  altera- 
tion of  the  different  circuits,  aBd  the  proposition 
made  for  that  purpose  was  voted  down.  But  a 
late  melancholy  and  deplorable  event  which  had 
occurred,  (the  death  of  Judge  Barbeur,)  had  ob- 
viated the  difficulties  that  were  previously  in  the 
way,  if  the  Senate  thought  proper  now  to  act,  and 
there  would  now  be  no  violation  of  good  faith  with 
(he  judges.  And  what  objection  could  be  opposed 
to  the  proposition  now  before  the  Senate?  Because 
a  State  had  heretofore  bad,  should  a  State  always 
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hare  a  judge  appointed  from,  and  resident  within, 
her  limits?  He  felt  for  Virginia  as  much  venera- 
tion as  an  j  other  honorable  Senator,  and  he  was  as 
ready  to  see  thai  she  had  a  just  participation  in  all 
that  was  enjoyed  by  the  other  States;  bat  did  they 
not  know  that  Virginia  had  had  had  a  judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  almost  for  the  last  forty  years,  when 
associated  with  North  Carolina?  Really,  com- 
plaint from  Virginia  came  now  with  a  very  bad 
grace;  it  would  come  with  a  better  grace  from 
-North  Carolina,  which,  daring  the  period  he  had 
mentioned,  had  not  been  represented  in  that 
court.  Bat  this  was  a  question  in  which  the 
public  interest  was  involved;  it  was  a  question  how 
the  circuits  could  be  best  arranged,  so  as  to  promote 
a  proper  discbarge  of  judicial  datie?,  and  how  the 
public  interests  could  be  best  taken  care  of  and 
best  despatched.  The  arrangement  now  proposed 
was  lo  add  Virginia  to  the  circuit  in  which  the  Chief 
Justice  resided,  and  to  add  North  Carolina  to  the 
circuit  in  which  Judge  Wayne  resided.  And  what 
was  the  objection,  unless  it  was  that  one  State 
should  always  have  a  judge?  This  was  no  valid 
objection.  If  any  claim  existed,  it  was  that  of 
North  Carolina.  Bat  the  present  judge  of  the  cir- 
cuit to  which  North  Carolina  was  now  proposed  to 
be  added,  was  fully  competent  to  the  performance 
of  the  additional  duties  that  would  devolve  upon 
him;  and  when  he  should  resign,  or  his  seat  should 
be  vacated  in  any  other  way,  North  Carolina  would 
then  ba  entitled  to  consideration.  Bat  there  was 
no  objection;  and  he  hoped  they  would  not  pass 
over  the  auspicious  moment  which  then  presented 
itself  to  equalize  the  duties  of  these  judges.  He 
then  referred  to  the  report  on  his  table,  to  which  he 
before  referred,  to  show  that  there  should  be  some 
modification  of  the  circuits.  The  honorable  Sena- 
tor read  largely  from  the  returns  of  judicial  busi- 
ness on  the  circuits,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the 
business  of  the  other  circuits  was  very  inconside- 
rable, as  compared  with  those  of  the  Southern  and 
Southwestern  circuits,  and  he  invited  the  attention 
4>f  th*  Senate  to  the  state  of  the  business,  that  ihey 
might  see  how  impracticable  it  was  that  the  judges 
of  those  circuits  should  do  justice  to  themselves 
and  to  the  country.  The  amount  of  business  was 
to  great  to  be  despatched  by  the  judges  to  whom  it 
was  assigned;  and  should  they  then,  by  a  refe- 
rence to  any  supposed  claim  of  any  parti- 
cular State  or  individual,  and  in  disregard 
of  those  who  were  so  nearly  interested,  refuse  to 
equalize  the  amount  of  labor  which  the  judges 
should  bear?  He  trusted  they  would  not;  and  he 
hoped  they  would  put  the  court  on  a  footing,  in 
special  reterence  to  the  public  interest,  against  all 
other  interests  and  considerations  whatever.  Vir- 
ginia had  no  claim  which  should  operate  to  the  re- 
jection of  this  proposition.  He  had  said  that  she 
bad  had  one  judge  for  the  last  forty  years;  but  he 
bad  not  Mated  the  whole  truth,  for  she  bad  not  on- 
ly had  the  Chief  Justice,  but  one  of  the  Associate 
Judges  also.  He  was  not  disposed  to  do  injustice 
to  any  one;  and  be  was  satisfied  no  injustice  would 
be  done  by  the  adoption  of  this  measure.  It  was 
an  arrangement  which  met  the  approbation  of  all 
the  judge  a  on  the  bench,  and  he  was  of  opinion  it 
should  receive  the  acquiescence  of  the  Senate.  He 
hoped  the  Senate  would  adopt  the  amendment  he 
bad  proposed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  suggested  a  modification  of  an 
amctdment  by  which  Delaware  woo  Id  be  included 
in  the  fourth  district;  which  was  accepted  by  Mr. 
Clay. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  supported  the  proposed 
change  in  the  arrangement  ot  the  circuits  as  con- 
ducive to  the  public  interest*,  and  contended  that 
every  oiher  State  had  as  good  a  right  as  Virginia 
to  a  judge  to  reside  within  Iheir  limits. 

Mr.  KINO  rose  to  say  that  if  th*  Senate  should 
debate  this  bill,  they  might  as  well  lay  it  on  the  ta- 
ble; for  unless  it  was  sent  to  the  other  branch  of 
Congress  to  day,  it  could  not  be  sent  at  all,  without 
a  suspension  of  the  ru'es,  in  which  theo  her  Hi  use 
must  concur.  He  (Mr.  Kino)  was  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  and  be  entreated  gentlemen  who  might  like- 
wi.se  be  favmahle  to  the  measure,  not  to  consume 
the  time  with  a  lengthened  debate,  for  ihey  might 
just  as  well  vote  it  down  at  once. 

Mr.  MANQUM  said  in  a  short  time  the  West 


would  require  more  judicial  aid,  and  he  supported 
this  proposition  because  he  was  unwilling  to  see 
the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  increased  in  num- 
ber. In  times  of  peace,  the  business  of  the  court, 
in  bis  own  State,  could  be  despatched  in  two  or 
three  days;  in  times  of  war,  the  business  would  be 
increase,  but,  when  it  became  necessary,  it  would 
be  easy  to  detail  more  force  to  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try. Bat  in  order  to  keep  down  the  number  of 
Judges  in  the  Supreme  Court,  it  became  necessary 
to  re-arrange  the  circuits. 

Mr.  ROANE.  It  is  said  by  the  friends  of  this 
bill  that  it  cannot  pa&s  for  want  of  time,  if  it  is  to 
be  debated !  8ir,  I  assure  those  gentlemen  that  I 
would  not  defeat  the  most  obnoxious  measure  by 
mere  debate,  for  that  purpose  only.  He  had  but 
discharged  what  he  felt  to  bs  his  duty  in  rising  in 
the  first  instance r  and  promptly  entering  his  protest 
as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  Virginia  against 
this  sadden  and  unexpected  attempt  to  put  that  old 
Commonwealth  out  of  that  position  in  our  jadicial 
system  which  she  bad  so  honorably  maintained 
from  its  foundation.  And,  sir,  I  should  not  have 
risen  again,  but  for  remarks  which  have  fallen 
from  two  or  three  Senators.  In  reference  to  that 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay]  that  he 
hoped  and  believed  that  Virginia,  in  any  desire 
she  might  fetl  to  remain  in  her  judicial  po- 
sitisn,  would  not  be  actuated  by  any  considera- 
tion of  office;  he  had  cordially  to  thank  the  Sena- 
tor for  the  justice  he  does  his  native  State  in  this 
respect.  No  man  knows  better  than  does  that 
honorable  Senator,  that  Virginia  has  been  as  little 
actuated  by  low  considerations  of  office,  as  any 
other  State  in  the  Union,  and  been  at  all  times  as 
prompt  and  ready  as  any  one  of  them  to  r acrifice 
all  selfish  considerations  on  the  altar  of  the  public 
good;  and,  for  my rcl f,  I  solemnly  declare  that  no 
consideration  of  the  kind  moves  me  in  the  course 
I  have  taken  on  this  sudden  emergency.  My  heart 
tells  me  that  if  I  was  a  North  Carolinian,  my  feel- 
ing and  conduct  would  be  the  same  that  1  now 
manifest. 

The  Senator  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Clay]  has  ad- 
verted to  the  same  subject  in  another  aspect — and 
urges  that  Virginia  has  had  the  judge  of  that  cir- 
cuit for  a  continuous  period  of  more  than  forty 
years,  and  also,  that  on  one  occasion  two  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  were  rending  within  her  limits 
at  the  same  time.  True,  sir,  for  more  than  forty 
years  the  judge  of  that  circuit  has  resided  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  but  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that 
during  that  entire  period  there  were  but  two  judges. 
Had  there  been  during  that  long  time  many  judges 
appointed,  and  all  of  them  taken  from  Virginia,  1 
do  not  know  that,  in  such  a  case,  complaints  of  the 
fact  could  be  properly  urged  except  from  her  asso- 
ciate sister,  North  Carolina.  Sir,  the  very  distin- 
guished late  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States, who 
all  admit  to  have  been  one  of  the  brightest  orna- 
ments to  the  bench  and  the  country,  was  a  resi- 
dent judge  of  Virginia  for  more  than  thiriy-tfive  of 
the  forty  yean  I  His  distinguished  successor,  whose 
sudden  death  we  are  now  mourning,  resided  in  Vir- 
ginia during  the  balance  of  that  period;  and  never  have 
I  heard,  nor  do  I  believe  there  ever  existed,  a  mur- 
mur of  complaint  in  North  Carolina  or  elsewhere, 
that  these  two  eminent  judges  happened  to  be  na- 
tives and  residents  of  Virginia.  .  It  is  also  true,  as 
the  Senator  alleges,  that  two  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  did  reside  at  the  same  time  in  Virgi- 
nia. Yes,  air,  Judge  Washington,  who  presided  in 
the  circuit  immediately  north  of  or,  resided  on  the 
mortkern  margin  of  Virginia;  but,  air,  he  was  thus 
most  conveniently  situated  to  attend  to  the  duties 
of  the  circuit  assigned  to  him,  and  he  did  attend  to 
them  faithfully;  and  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  no 
human  being  would  have  lorn  him  from  the  vene- 
rated shade*  of  Jtfnmf  Vernon,  which  he  had  inhe- 
rited from  his  immortal  relative  and  namesake, 
merely  that  be  should  reside  within  the  teiriioi ial 
limits  of  his  judicial  circait. 

But,  fir,  I  am  asked  by  the  Senator  from  Con- 
nect cut,  [Mr.  Huntington,]  if  it  be  possible  that 
any  consideration  of  rffice  could  operate  in  t.e 
aversion  to  the  proposed  change.  J  he  gentle  aod 
jacffen«ive  manner  in  which  the  inquiry  is  made, 
induces  me,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  to  answer 
most  frankly  and  sincerely,  no,    I  will  not  retort 


the  question,  whether  with  that  Senator  any  eon. 
sideration  of  office  connected  with  this  subject 
weighs  with  him  or  any  of  his  friends  in  this  sad- 
den and  hurried  attempt  to  strike  Virginia  from 
her  old  and  natural  position.  If  I  was  to  ask  it,  1 
hope  I  should  receive  the  6ame  prompt  and  frank 
answer  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  President,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  say, 
that  if  this  amendment  is  adopted,  as  I  believe  it 
will  be,  Virginia  will  part  with  great  reluctance 
from  her  old  and  long  associated  sister  North 
Carolina,  between  whom  and  ber  there  is  a  pe- 
culiar identity  of  interests,  habits,  manners, 
and  feeling,  growing  oat  of  their  conunot 
birth  and  kind  neighborship.  I  also  say  that 
she  will  be  ready  to  extend  the  paternal  em- 
brace to  her  highly  respected  Northern  neigh, 
bor,  Maryland,  in  the  fullest  confidence  that  the/ 
will  get  along  most  harmoniously  together,  and  en- 
joy an  able  and  impartial  administration  of  law  and 
justice.  But,  Mr.  President,  without  any  tb*  slightest 
disrespect  whatever  to  Maryland  or  aoy  other 
State,  for  I  love  them  all,  I  cannot  forbear  to  ex- 
press a  feeling  that  I  have.  It  is,  that  if  this  thing 
it  to  be  done,  if  the  public  good  demands,  and  Con- 
gress wills  that  Virginia  shall  be  pushed  out  of  her 
old  place,  that, she  may  be  shoved  on  the  Sooth, 
or  towards  her  *"  beloved  West,"  beyond  the  Alle- 
ganies,  now  as  easily  crossed  as  the  Potomac,  and 
daily  becoming  more  accessible  to  her* 

Mr.  SEVIER  sent  to  the  Secretary's  desk,  to  be 
read,  a  letter  wh  ch  he  had  received  from  Jadge 
Craton  on  the  subject,  and  in  favor  of  this  arrange- 
ment. 

The  Secretary  having  read  the  letter, 

Mr,  MANGUM  asked  i(  he  were  to  understand 
that  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  were  to  be  se- 
parated. 

The  PRESIDENT  replied  in  the  ammalive. 

Mr.  MANQUM  said  he  had  not  so  under- 
stood it. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  arose  amidst  a  ."cry  of 
"question,"  and  he  gave  way  to 

Mr.  ROANE,  who  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes 
oa  the  amendment. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  inquired  whether  the  proposed 
change  would  occasion  any  conflict  in  the  limes  of 
holding  the  courts. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  no  conflict  could 
arise,  as  the  judges  bad  the  arrangement  and  regu- 
lation of  their  own  circuits,  and  as  ia  this  measure 
the  judges  had  concurred. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  opposed  to  the  amendmeU, 
and  he  wonld  state  some  of  his  reasons.  Some 
years  ago,  when  the  judicial  circuits  were  increased, 
he  showed  his  anxeiy  to  have  an  equalization  of 
the  circuits  for  the  Weal;  that  desire  bad  increased, 
and  continued  to  increase,  and  could  not  be  pre* 
vented  increasing  by  any  action  on  this  bill.  Tbey 
had  two  Territories  in  the  Northwest  almost  ready 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union;  they  might 
expect  to  hear  their  taps  at  the  door  of  the 
Senate  Chamber  very  scon,  demanding  admis- 
sion; the  South,  too,  had  a  Territory  almost  ready 
for  admission  into  the  Union;  and  if  there  was  id 
be  any  change  now,  he  should  desire  to  see  two 
new  circuits  for  the  West.  He  was  in  favor  of  is- 
creaung  the  number  of  judges  in  the  Untoo;  be 
to  see  as  many  as  there  were  in  Great  Britain.  He 
desired  to  see  at  least  as  many  judges  to  take  cog* 
nuance  over  1,500  miles  square,  to  take  cogni- 
zance over  the  laws  and  the  Constitution  ot  the 
United  States,  and  the  lawsandiheCorstituuoiffof 
the  several  States,  as  there  were  in  England  to  take 
cognizance  over  a  territory  in  extent  not  more  than 
equal  to  one  of  our  large  States.  He  was  in  favor  if 
seeing  twelve  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Bet 
the  condition  of  the  dockets  he  looked  upon  as  acci- 
dental, and  the  qantum  of  bus  ness,  be  was  of  opi- 
nion, she  a!d  not  betaken  exclusively  as  the  rale 
to  govern  them.  He  Uoked  upon  the.eireail 
judges — for  all  were  circuit  judge.*— *-in  a  tvo 
told  character,  they  had  power  to  act  as  jadtff 
of  their  circuits,  ccnisiog  of  one,  two,  or  ikjee 
States,  ao't  a»  judge*  hete  «l  the  *bole  Union;  and 
therefoie  he  anouid  be  opposed  to  sinking  Virgi- 
ginia  and  North  Carolina  from  ihe  judicial  map 
of  the  country.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  oil- 
ferent  sections  of  this  Union  being  represented  on 
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ike  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  highest 
function  were  the  duties  they  were  called  op- 
en to  discharge  here:  they  had  to  pass  judg- 
ment on  the  laws  of  the  Uaicn,  and  of  the 
Stales  of  the  Union,  and  whatever  was  their 
decision,  no  matter  who  were  the  parties — 
and  one  case  was  now  depending — the  ca*e  of  the 
Africans—of  great  intetest  to  this  country — the 
deci  ion  became  binding  and  obligatory  all  over 
the  Union.  And  by  whom  were  these  cases  de- 
cided? Not  by  the  district  judges,  but  by  all  the 
judges  of  the  Urfion,  at  the  metropolis  of  the 
Union;  and  he  was  not  willing  to  strike  Vir- 
ginia oni  of  the  judicial  map  of  the  coonry. 
He  now  spoke  as  a  citizen  of  the  Union,  in- 
terested in  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  cf 
the  Union,  of  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  of  the 
Skate  Jaws,  the  whole  of  which  came  before  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court:  he  felt  desirous 
that  to  determine  these  weighty  matters,  there 
should  be  an  amp'e  number,  and  that  they 
should  be  brought  from  every  great  section  of  the 
country.  Could  they  dismiss  such  Slates  as  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia,  great  as  ih^y  were  in  ex- 
tent and  Revolutionary  in  their  character,  and  be- 
longing ss  they  did  to  the  r  riginal  thirteen?  Could 
they  bare  the  different  sections  of  the  Union  repre- 
sented on  the  bench  uf  the  Sopreme  Court  when 
two  such  States  were  struck  from  the  map.  And 
if  it  wire  done,  how  long  did  they  think  it  would 
last?  -He  mould  answer  the  question  himself— 
from  the  4th  of  March  to  the  17th  of  May,  which 
he  understood  was  the  day  fixed  upon  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  extra  session.  He  was  opposed  then  to 
this  amendment,  on  important  grounds,  leaving  en- 
tirely out  of  view  the  quantum  of  business  the 
Judges  might  at  one  time  time  or  another  perform. 
The  West  needs  more  circuits— the  bench  of  the 
Sopreme  Court  needs  twelve  judges,  and  so  far  as 
his  judgment  went,  they  ought  not  to  be  put  off 
with  nine.  He  should  therefore  join  the  Senator. 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Roam]  who  had  spoken 
against  the  proposition,  Western  man  as  he  was. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said:  As  he  intended  to  vote 
in  favor  of  this  amendment,  proposed  by  his  frier d 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Clay,]  be  should  briefly  state 
the  reasons  which  had  brought  his  mind  to  this 
conclusion.  So  far  from  intending  any  hostility  to 
the  "Old  Dominion,"  he  felt  great  pleasure  in  de- 
claring that  she  had  always  justly  enjoyed  a  very 
high  and  elevated  character  in  the  Confederacy, 
and  that  character,  in  his  estimation,  had  never 
stood  higher  than  at  the  present  moment.  He 
would  much  rather  add  to  h*r  laurels  than  pluck  a 
single  feather  from  her  proud  plume.  His  support 
of  the  present  amendment  must  not,  therefore,  be 
construed  into  hostility  to  Virginia.  He  bad  never, 
in  his  life,  felt  more  strongly  convinced  of  the  pro- 
priety of  any  vote  which  he  intended  to  give,  than 
upon  the  present'  occasion.  The  question  was 
within  a  very  narrow  compass.  It  was  simply  this: 
8haJI  we  prolong  the  existence  of  a  judicial  circuit 
east  of  the  mountains  which  is  not  at  all  required 
to  transact  the  judicial  business  of  the  country;  or 
shall  we  abolish  it,  and  in  its  stead  establish  a  new 
edrctm  in  the  Southwestern  portion  of  the  Union, 
where  it  is  so  much  wanted  that  it  is  now  physical- 
ly impossible  for  the  circuit  Judge  there  to  transact 
one-half  the  business,  or  even  personally  fo  attend 
all  the  courts  appointed  by  law  to  be  held.  Tnis 
was  most  certainly  the  true  state  of  the  case^nd 
oader  such  circumstances,  he  did  not  believe  that 
the  people  of  Virginia,  merely  for  the  sake  of  ob- 
taining the  appointment  of  an  unnecessary  judge, 
would  deprive  their  fe]low-cit;z*ns  of  the  South- 
western 8'ates  of  a  court  which  was  absolutely  in- 
dispensable to  their  best  interest*. 

The  present  number  of  Judges  on  the  bench  of 
Use  Supreme  Court  was  already  greater  than  he 
could  have  desired.  Nine  was  too  large  a  number 
if  it  could  have  been  avoided.  He  would  not  go 
into  the  general  question  at  the  present  moment, 
but  he  believed  he  was  fortified  in  this  opinion  by 
ail  experience.  It  might  become  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  increase  this  number;  and  in  that  event, 
'  bat  in  no  other,  should  he  ever  give  his  consent 
to  it.  The  question,  then,  with  him,  would  be,  did 
the  transaction  of  the  necessary  business  of  the 
oaita  absolutely  require  an  increase  of  the  number 


of  the  judicial  circuife?  If  it  did,  he  might  then 
feel  himself  constrained  to  add  to  the  number  of  the 
judges.  Fortunately,  no  such  necessity  at  present 
existed,  nor  would  it,  he  believed,  for  many  years  to 
come,  in  case  the  present  amendment  should  prevail. 
The  fifteen  States  east  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains 
had  now  six  of  the  nine  judges,  whilst  the 
eleven  Western  and  South  western  States  bad  only 
three.  The  business  in  the  three  Southern 
Atlantic  circuits  was  nototiously  inadequate  for  the 
employment  of  the  jndges.  Maryland  and  Dela- 
ware constituted  the  present  circuit  of  the  Chief 
Justice;  and  he  had  expressed  his  entire  willingness 
to  hold  the  circuit  courts  in  Virginia,  should  this 
be  required  by  Congress.  He  would  experience 
no  difficulty  whatever  in  transacting  the  circuit 
court  business  of  these  three  States;  and  even  with 
this  addition,  a  great  portion  of  his  time  would  be 
unemployed.  The  same  might  be  said  of  Judge 
Wayne,  whose  present  circuit  consisted  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia.  He  was  willing  to  hold  the 
circuit  courts  in  North  Carolina,  and  could  do  it 
without  inconvenience.  Indeed,  there  was  compa- 
ratively but  very  little  circuit  court  business  in  any 
of  the  Atlantic  S:ates  south  of  Maryland.  The 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  themselves  were  con- 
vinced of  the  propriety  of  abolishing  the  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina  circuit,  and  giving  the  new 
judge  to  the  West;  and,  in  conumplation  of  this 
change,  they  had  made  the  arrangement  proposed 
by  the  present  amendment,  which  would  enable 
nine  judges  conveniently  to  transact  all  the  judicial 
business  of  the  country. 

What  utility,  then,  was  there  in  continuing  the 
Virginia  circuit?  The  public  interest  did  not  de- 
mand it— the  public  good  did  not  require  it 
Nothing  could  be  said  in  its  favor,  unles3  it  might 
be  the  question  which  had  been  asked  by  his  friend 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Roan*  ]  Would  you  blot  out 
of  existence  the  ancient  circuit  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina?  I  answer,  yes,  if  time  and  expe- 
rience had  shown  its  existence  to  be  unnecessary, 
and  even  prejudicial  to  the  public  welfare,  by  pre- 
venting another  portion  of  the  Union  from  obtain- 
ing a  judge,  where  such  a  judge  was  imperatively 
required.  It  ought  not  surely  to  wound  the  feelingi 
of  the  people  of  the  Old  Dominion,  to  be  united  to 
Maryland  and  Delaware  for  judicial  purposes, 
when  such  an  union  was  necessary  to  promote  the 
public  welfare.  This  was  not  a  question  of  pride, 
but  of  principle.  He  might  say  the  same  of  North 
Carolina. 

Placed  in  similar  circumstances,  he  might  pro- 
bably have  acted  as  bis  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Roane]  had  done.  Our  feelings  were  naturally 
very  stiong  for  our  respective  States,  and  these 
feelings  were  highly  honorable.  It  was,  however, 
his  duty  to  decide  thfs  question  impartially,  and  he 
had  never  felt  less  hesitation  in  deciding  any  ques- 
tion than  the  present. 

The  inscrutable  decree  of  an  all-wise  Providence 
had  created  a  vacancy  on  the  bench  cf  the  Su- 
preme Court,  by  the  death  of  a  judge  whose  loss 
wc  all  deplored.  This  enabled  us  to  abolish  a  cir- 
cuit wholly,  unnecessary  in  this  portion  of  the 
Union,  and  creae  a  circuit  in  the  Southwest, where 
a  new  circuit  was  indispensable,  without  increasing 
the  n amber  ol  the  Supreme  Court  judges.  He 
thought  it  wise  to  embrace  this  opportunity.  If 
you  once  appointed  a  judge  for  the  Virginia  cir- 
cuit the  case  was  hopeless.  You  could  not  then 
break  up  his  circuit  and  ask  him  to  transfer  his  resi- 
dence to  the  far  West.  No  judge  would  ever  be 
transferred  by  Congress,  against  his  will,  from  the 
Euttoihe  West.  Who  would  have  thought  of 
making  such  an  attempt  in  regard  to  Chief  Justice 
Marshall  or  Judge  Barbour,  although  the  business 
in  their  circuit  was  comparatively  so  trifling?  It 
would  have  been  cruel  as  well  as  unjust.  The  pre- 
sent, therefore,  was  the  propitious  moment  when 
such  an  arrangement  could  be  made,  and  when  the 
public  might  be  accommodated  without  doing  in- 
justice to  any  human  being. 

He  need  scarcely  repeat,  that  in  ,the  vote*  which 
he  proposed  to  give,  he  intended  no  disparagement 
to  Virginia  or  North  Carolina.  The  whole  coun- 
try ought  to  feel  grateful  to  Virginia  for  the  distin- 
guished luminaries  which  she  had  furnished  to  the 
bench  of  the  Supreme  Court;  but  as  five  circuits  on 


our  Eistern  maritime  frontier  were.  Hi  hie  opinion, 
abundantly  sufficient  to  transact  all  the  judicial  bu- 
ness,  he  wculd  not  prolong  the  existence  of  the 
sixth,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Virginia 
to  furnish  another  judge  to  the  Union. 

He  was  sorry  to  entertain  but  a  feeble  hope  of 
the  passage  of  the  bll.  Its  friends  ought  to  have 
first  tried  it  in  the  other  House,  and  if  it  bad  passes! 
there,  he  presumed  there  would  have  been  but  lit- 
tle difficulty  here.  If  we  should  pass  it,  of  which 
he  entertained  no  doubt,  he  feared  it  never  would 
be  touched  by  the  other  House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  as  he  intended  to  vote 
for  the  bill,  be  would  very  briefly  express  the  rea- 
sons which  actuated  him.  So  far  from  having  any 
desire  to  act  in  opposition  to  the  "Old  Dominions99 
he  thought  that  State  very  justly  occupied  a  very 
high  and  elevated  character  in  this  Confederacy; 
and  she  always  should  enjoy  it,  as  she  deserved  to 
do  so.  He  would  not  take  a  feather  from  her 
plume,  nor  depreciate  her  character  and  her  stand- 
ing; and  theiefore  his  support  of  this  amendment 
must  not  be  construed  into  hostility  to  that  State. 
He  believed  that  nine  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
constituted  as  great  a  number  as  could  conveniently 
discharge  the  judicial  business  of  the  country;,  but 
when  the  necessity  arose,  he  should  not  be  unwil- 
ling to  increase  the  number.  They  knew  that  for 
years  past  six  circuits  bad  been  wholly  un- 
necessary to  despatch  the  business  of  twelve  or 
thirteen  Slates.  Why  not,  then,  amend  the  sys- 
tem? The  reason  hitherto  was  palpable.  Who 
would  have  ventured  to  interfere  with  the  venera- 
ble judge  lately  deceased?  Who  would  have  pro- 
posed to  send  him  to  the  West?  for  while  the  judge 
was  in  existence,  he  would  always  have  sympa- 
thising friends.  But  a  mystenous  Providence  had 
enabled  them  to  make  such  alterations  as  were  ne- 
cessary here,  and  to  add  judicial  aid  to  the  South- 
west. They  could  well  spare  a  judge  from  the 
East;  and  who  could  imagine  that  Pennsylvania 
and  Delaware  constituted  a  sufficient  circuit  to  give 
the  judges  of  the  United  States  adequate  employ- 
ment? The  business  bad  ever  been  very  small; 
yet  who  weuld  ever  have  thought,  doling 
the  lifetime  of  Judge  Marshall,  of  extending 
his  duties.  But  now  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
this  proposed  change  were  removed,  and  he. could 
see  in  it  nothing  but  what  was  correct  and  proper. 
Let  the  circuit  be  abolished,  and  add  a  circuit  judge 
to  the  Southwest,  and  he  believed  it  would  be  many 
years  to  come  before  it  would  be  necessary  to  inj 
crease  the  number  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  In  the  vote  he  proposed '  to  give,  he  in- 
tended no  disparagement  of  Virginia  or  North 
Carolina.  The  country  ought  to  be  grateful  to 
Virginia  for  the  distinguished  luminaries  she  had 
esent  to  the  bench;  but  five  circuits  on  the  maritime 
'frontier  of  the  country  were  amply  sufficient  to  do 
all  the  business.  These  had  been  his  impressions 
for  years  past;  yet  he  had  little  idea  that  the  bill 
would  pass.  He  thought  its  friends  had  done 
wrong  in  not  introducing  it  into  the  other  House; 
and  if  it  passed  there,  it  might  pass  here.  How- 
ever, it  should  have  his  vote. 

Mr.  WALKER  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill,  con- 
tending that  to  refuse  to  pass  it  was  virtually  deny- 
ing to  the  Southwest  her  full  participation  in  the 
blessings  of  the  judicial  system,  observing  at  the 
same  time  that  he  conceived  it  peculiarly  due  to  the 
State  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  that  he  should  vote  for  the 
bill.  He  felt  himself  snfe  in  following  the  lead  of 
the  distinguished  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
BucHAffAN  ]  whose  former  position  as  a  member  of 
the  Judieiary  Committee  justly  gave  his  opinion 
great  weight  on  this  subject.  He  had  therefore 
made  up  bis  mind  to  vote  for  the  proposition  be- 
fore the  Senate.  It  seemed  just,  and  right,  and  pro- 
per; and  he  did  not  see  how  the  rights  of  the  State 
of  Virginia  were  to  be  considered  as  involved  in 
the  matter.  He  wished  to  act  in  a  national  spirit; 
and  he  thought  this  was  an  occasion  which  ought 
to  be  improved  in  reference  to  the  West  and  South- 
west, without  any  inconvenient  increase  of  the 
judges. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  since  he  had  last  addressed 
the  Senate,  a  few  moments  ago,  he  had  been  fa* 
forme4  that  the  number  of  judges  in  England  **> 
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greater  than  he  had  staled.  They  had  been  twelve 
in  number  for  several  centuries,  but  within  the 
last  few  years  they  had  been  increased  to  fifteen. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
which  was  adopted— ayes  34,  noes  13,  as  follows: 

YEAS—  Messrs.  Anderson,  Bates,  Bayard,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Cuibbert,  Dixon,  Falton,  Henderson, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  King,  Knight,  Linn,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Norvell,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Prestoa,  Rives,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge,  Walker,  and  Williams— 34. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Calhoun,  Gra- 
ham, Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Pierce,  Roane,  Smith 
of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wall,  acd 
Wright— 13. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  then  submitted  another 
amendment,  which  was  also  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
amendments  adopted  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  subsequently  read  sfthird  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reponed  a  joint  rtsplu- 
tion  authorizing  the  Postmaster  General  to  make 
contracts  for  carrying  the  mail  coastwise  between 
Mobile  and  New  Orleans;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Ruolved,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  this  and  each 
succeeding  day  of  the  present  session,  take  a  recess 
from  half  past  two  o'clock  to  four  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  adoption  of  the  resolution  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  WRIGHT  and  WILLI  aMS;  and,  the 
question  on  its  passage  being  taken,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative— ayes  21,  noes  26. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  had  been  reTerred  the  House  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  the  Government  for]  the  year  1841,  reported 
the  same  with  sundry  amendments;  which  were 
read. 

Messrs,  ANDERSON,  TAPPAN,  KNIGHT, 
and  HENDERSON,  severally  gave  notice  of 
amendments  which  they  intended  to  propose  when 
the  bill  came  up  for  consideration;  which  amend- 
ment*, with  those  of  the  committee,  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  for  creating  a  new  land  district  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  and  for  changing  the  boundaries 
of  the  southwestern  and  western  land  districts  in 
said  State; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Carpenter;  and 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 

amend  the  act  approved  May  13,  1800,  entitled 

•An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  esta- 

*  blish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States,' "  were 

severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  declare  the  rights  of  the  children  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  born  abroad,  was, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky,  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  th«  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness; and  in  aboat  an  hour  the  doors  were  again 
opened. 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  pay  to  William  J.  Parbam,  and 
other?,  for  attending  aswine«*es  fo  establish  the 
.  claims  of  the  stone  cutters  under  the  resolntion  of 
21st  July,  1840,  was  considered  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  aid  on  the  que*  lion  of  engrossment,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative.  So  the  resolution  was 
lost. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  7  o'clock  this 
evening. 

^XU1*   mPtirn    W8S   !JtTOrg»y  urged    by  Messrs. 
HUBBARD  and  WRIGHT,  but  before  the  ques- 
tion was  tak*n,  a  motion  was  made  for  adjourn- 
ment, which  was  carried— ayes  17,  noes  15. 
And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


H0U8B  OP  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satobdat,  February  97, 1841. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the 
rules  in  relation  to  the  order  of  business  were  sus- 
pended, and' the  House  proceeded  to  the  considers- 
ion  of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
NAVAL  SERVICE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1841. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  appeal  of  Mr. 
Evans  from  the  decision  of  the  Chaiu,  which  was 
pending  vesierday  when  the  House  adjourned. 

Mr.  EVANS  withdrew  his  appeal;  and  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  from  the  13ih  line 
thereof  the  words,  one  million  four  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following:  "two  million  dollars;  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  which  sum  shall  be 
expended  in  building  and  equipping  war  steamers 
of  medium  size." 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
94,  nays  80. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time; 

And  the  question  being  stated  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried,  and  the  bill 
was  passed,  and  is  as  follows: 

A  DILL  making  appropriation*  for  the  naral  strrics  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hondred  and  forty- on© 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  Slate*  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
That  the  following  mmi  be  appropriated,  in  addition  to  the  un- 
expended balances  of  former  appropriations,  out  of  any  unap- 
propriated money  in  the  Treasury,  for  the  naval  senrice,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  f»rty-one,  rli: 

For  pay  of  commission,  warrant,  and  petty  officers,  and  sea* 
men,  two  million  three  hundred  and  thirty-fire  thousand  dol- 
lars; 

For  pay  of  superintendents,  naral  constructors,  and  all  the 
dril  establishment*  at  ihesereral  yards,  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars; 

For  provisions,  fire  hundred  thousand  dollars; 

For  increase,  repair,  armament,  and  equipment  of  the  nary, 
and  wear  and  tear  of  Tassels  in  commission,  two  million  dol- 
lars; four  hundred  thousand  of  which  sum  shall  be  expended 
in  buildinc  and  equipping  war  steamers  of  medium  sise; 

For  medicines  and  surgical  instruments,  hospital  stores,  and 
other  expenses  on  account  of  the  sick,  thirty  thousand  dollars; 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  fifteen  thousand  dollars; 

For  Improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard  si 
Cbarlestown,  Massachusetts,  twenty -five  thousand  two  hundred 
dollar*: 

For  improvement  and  necesssiy  repairs  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  forty-six  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars; 

For  improvement  and  necessaiv  repairs  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  five  thousand  four  hundred  dollars; 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  six  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars; 

For  Improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Gosport,  Virginia,  twenty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  dollars; 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard 
near  Pensacola,  Florida,  twelve  thousand  dollars; 

For  defraying  the  expenses  that  rosy  accrue  for  the  following 
purposes,  viz:  For  the  freight  end  transportation  of  materials 
and  stores  of  every  description;  for  wharfage  sad  dockage;  sto- 
rage and  rent;  travelling  expenses  of  officers,  and  transportation 
of  seamen;  bouse  rent  to  pursers,  when  duly  authorized;  for 
funeral  expenses;  for  commissions,  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  sta- 
tionery, and  fuel  to  navy  agents;  for  premiums  and  incidental 
expenses  of  recruiting;  for  apprehending  desertors;  for  compen- 
sation to  judges  advocate;  for  per  diem  allowance  to  persons  at- 
tending courts  martial  and  courts  of  inquiry,  or  other 
services  authorised  by  law;  for  printing  sad  station- 
ery of  every  description,  and  for  working  the  litho- 
graphic press;  for  books,  maps,  charts,  mathematical 
and  nautical  instruments,  chronometers,  models,  and  draw- 
ings: for  the  purchase  and  repair  of  firs  engines  and  machinery; 
for  the  repair  of  steam  engines  in  navy  yards;  for  the  purchase 
and  maintenance  of  oxen  and  horses,  and  for  carts,  timber 
wheels,  and  workmen's  toots  of  every  description;  for  postage 
of  letters  on  public  service;  for  pilotage  and  towing  ships  of 
war;  for  taxes  and  assessments  on  public  property;  for  assist- 
ance rendered  to  vessels  in  distress;  for  incidental  labor  at  navy 
yards,  not  applicable  to  any  other  appropriation;  for  coal  and 
orher  fuel  and  for  candles  and  oil,  for  ths  uss  of  navy  yards  and 
shore  stations,  and  for  no  other  object  or  purpose  whatever,  four 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollar*; 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects  not  hereinbefore  enume- 
rated, three  thousand  dollars; 

For  necessary  repairs  of  the  hospital  building  at  Charles- 
town,  Massachusetts,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  necessary  repairs  of  the  hospital  building  at  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  three  thousand  dollars; 

For  necessary  repairs  of  the  hospital  building  at  Norfolk,  Vir- 
ginia, two  thousand  dojlars; 

For  necessary  repairs  of  the  hospital  building  at  Pensacola, 
Florida,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  pav  of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musician*, 
privates,  and  servants,  serving  on  shore,  and  subsistence  of  offi- 
cers o(  the  marine  corps,  one  hundred  and  seventy  six  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars; 

For  provisions  for  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
privates,  and  servants  and  washerwomen  serving  on  shore,  forty* 
fivo  thousand  and  fifty-four  dollars; 

For  clothing,  forty-three  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-two 
dollars; 

For  fueL  sixteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-four 
dollars; 

For  keeping  barracks  in  repair,  and  for  rent  of  temporary 

tarrsato  it  n«w  York*  six  tbonjinddolisisi 


For  transportation  of  officers,  oon-commissioned  offices*, 
musicians,  and  privates,  and  expenses  of  recruiting,  eight  thou- 
sand dollars; 

For  medicines,  hospital  supplies,  surgical  instruments,  pay 
of  matron  and  hospital  stewards,  four  thousand  one  hundred  aad 
forty  dollars; 

For  military  stores,  pay  of  armorers,  keeping  arms  In  repair, 
accoutrements,  ordnance  stores,  flags,  drums,  flies,  aad  other 
instruments,  two  thousand  three  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  corps,  vis:  for  freight, 
ferriage,  toll,  wharfage,  and  cartage;  for  per  diem  allowance  for 
attending  courts-martial  and  courts  of  inquiry,  compensation  to 
judges-advocate,  house  rent  where  there  are  so  public  quarters 
assigned,  per  diem  allowance  to  enlisted  men  on  constant  labor, 
expenses  of  burying  deceased  marines,  printing,  stationery,  for- 
age, postage  on  public  letters,  expenses  in  pursuit  of  deserters, 
candlss  and  oil,  straw,  barrack-furniture,  bed-sacks,  spades, 
axes,  shovels,  picks,  carpenter's  tools,  and  for  keening  a  bona 
for  ths  messenger,  seventeen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty 


dollars. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  of  Virginia,  the 
Hooae  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whola 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  CrjsBnra  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  op  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the 

SUPPORT  OF  THB  ARMY  FOR  THE  YEAR  1841. 

The  bill  was  read;  when 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Indiana  offerred  the  following 
amendment,  to  come  in  after  the  91st  line,  viz: 

"For  the  continuance  of  the  Cumberland  road 
through  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
|300,000,  to  be  subjected  to  all  the  restrictions  and 
limitations  of  former  appropriations." 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  suggested  that  the 
amendment  was  not  in  order,  being  a  subject  differ- 
ent from  that  under  debate. 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  Indiana  said,  that  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  would  waive  his  point  of  order, 
he  would  be  satisfied  to  hare  the  vote  taken  upon 
the  amendment  without  debate. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  amendment  was 
in  order. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  appealed  from  the  deci- 
sion; and 

Oq  the  question  being  taken,  Shall  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House? 
It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  85,  nays  54. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  then  taken, 
by  teller?,  and  rejected— ayes  77,  noes  84. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
$100,000  for  the  impiovement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Hudson  river,  tbe  money  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  amendment  being  ruUd  out  of  order  bj  the 
Chair, 

Mr.  HUNT  took  an  appeal,  but  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  af- 
ter the  49th  line,  an  appropriation  of  (40,000  for 
removing  obstructions  in  Red  River;  which  amend- 
ment was  likewise  decided  by  the  Chair  to  be  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  moved  to  amend,  by  insuring 
#7,500  for  the  purchase  or  manufacture  of  repeat- 
ing fire  arms,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  moved  further  to 
amend  by  substituting  $20,000,  and  inserting  tbe 
word  "Colt's"  before  the  word  "repeating." 

After  some  discussion  between  Messrs.  WAD- 
DY THOMPSON  and  SMITH  of  Blaine,  the 
former  modified  his  amendment  by  striking  out  the 
word  "Colt's." 

After  some  debate  of  rather  a  discursive  charae- 
te*»on  a  point  of  order,  tbe  question  was  taken  on 
tbe  amendment  of  Mr.  Thompson  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Grinnill,  and  it  was  also  rejected. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  then  moved  ihe  follow- 
in?  amendment  from  ihe  Committee  of  Ways  aad 
Means,  to  come  in  after  tbe  end  of  the  oil1: 

"For  preventing  and  suppressing  hostilities  in 
Florida,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  cob  form  ably  to  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress of  the  19th  of  March,  1836,  and  the  nets 
therein  referred  to,  viz:  for  forage,  for  freight  or 
transportation  of  military  supplies  of  every  descrip- 
tion, from  the  places  of  purchase  to  Florida;  for  the 
purchase  of  wagons  an*t  ham™*,  <  f  boats  and 
lighters,  and  other  vessel.*;  of  hsrses,  mules,  and 
oxen,  to  fetep  up  the  traim;  of  tool*,  leather,  and 
otb*r  materials  for  repair?;  for  transportation  wills* 
in  Florida,  including  the  line  of  steamboat*  and 
other  Tesseit  for  fenrice  jft  the  river*,  and  on,  la* 
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courts,  And  the  expenses  of  maintaining:  the  seveial 
steamboats  and  transport  schooners  connected  with 
the  operations  of  the  army;  for  hire  of  mechanics, 
mule  differs,  teamsters,  and  other  assistants,  in- 
cluding their  subsistence;  for  miscellaneous  and 
contingent  charges,  and  for  arrearages  in  1840,  one 
million  sixty-one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six- 
teen dollars." 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  strike  ont  the  sum  in  the 
amendment,  and  to  insert  $1,666,906  30. 

Mr.  JONES  made  some  remarks  in  explanation, 
after  which 

Mr.  MASON  gare  bis  views. 

Taw  hour  of  two  and  a  half  o'clock  having  ar- 
rived, the  House  toe  k  its  usual  recess. 


[kvkninq  session.] 

After  the  recess,  the  question  being  on  the  amend- 
neat  of  Mr.  Evans, 

Mr.  DOWNING  addressed  the  committee  at  some 
length  on  the  subject  of  the  military  operations  in 
Florida.     

Mr.  DAWSON  then  suggested  to  Mr.  Evans 
the  propriety  of  increasing  the  sum,  by  adding 
£250,000  due  to  Georgia. 

Mr.  CRABB  made  a  similar  suggestion  on  the 
pan  of  Alabama. 

After  some  explanations  from  Messrs.  DOWN- 
ING, EVANS,  JONES,  MORGAN,  GRAVES, 
and  DAWSON, 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Evans,  and  it  was  rejected — ayes  73,  noes  76. 

The  question  thdn  recurring  on  the  section  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  it 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CRABB  then  referred  to  the  services  of  the 
Alabama  militia.  The  State  had  paid  them 
$130,000,  and  presented  her  claim  here;  but  as  it 
still  remained  before  the  Committee  of  Claims*  he 
desired  to  submit  an  amendment  to  this  bill. 

The  CHAIR  inquired  whether  there  was  a  stand- 
ing law  for  these  expenditures. 

Mr.  CRABB  said  there  had  been,  bat  there  was 
some  irregularity  in  the  vouchers,  and  therefore  he 
wished  the  claim  settled  on  principles  of  equity  and 
justice. 

Mr.  JONES  inquired  for  the  law. 

Mr.  CRABB  said  there  was  a  general  law  for 
the  payment  of  militia,  when  called  into  the  service 
of  the  United  Slates,  at  f  8  a  month. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  there  was  no  other  aw 
than  that  under  which  the  miliua  of  Massachusetts 
and  other  States  had  been  paid. 

Mr.  T1LLINGHAST  objected  to  the  amend- 
ment as  being  for  past  services,  while  the  appropri- 
ations m.  the  bill  were  future 

The  CHAIR  pronounced  the  amendment  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  CRABB  thereupon  withdrew  it. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  bill  was  repott- 
ed to  the  House. 

And  the  question  being  on  concurring  in  the 
amendments  reported  to  the  bill — 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  call  was  sustained — ayes  93,  noes  85. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  carried, 
and  the  main  question  being  on  the  amendment, 
(vis  the  new  section  for  the  Florida  war,)  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  its  third  reading.  It 
was  read  a  third  time;  when 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  the  previous  question. 

Which  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried,  and  the 
bail  was  passed. 

The  whole  amount  appropriated  in  the  bill  is 
#5,275  919. 

Mr.  JONES  moved  to  suspend  the  rales  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  with  a  view  to  take  up  the  General  Indian 
Appropriation  Bill,  bat  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
BftLi.  he  suspended  the  motion  till  Mr.  B.  had  re- 
ported the  followed  bills  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affair?,  viz: 

A  bill  r*»  defray  the  expense  of  delegations  of 
Seminole  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi  to  Flori- 
da, and  for  o<her  purposes. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  temporary 
support  of  certain  destitute  Kickapoo  Indians,  and 
to  defray  tbo  cxneneei  of  removing  god  subsisting 


for  a  limited  time  the  Swan  creek  and  Black  river 
Indians  of  Michigan. 

These  bills  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

THE  INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  JONES  then  renewed  his  motion, which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Drom- 
goolk  in  the  chair,)  and  took  op  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill,  which  was  read  throughout  by  the 
Clerk  for  information. 

The  bill  was  taken  up  by  items. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  moved  the  following 
amendment: 

"For  presents  for  Indians  under  the  same  act, 
|5,000." 

After  some  remarks  for  Mr.  S.  in  support  of  his 
amendment, 

Mr.  JONES  opposed  the  amendment,  on  the 
around  that  the  whole  amount  of  presents  to  the 
Indians  was  limited  to  (5,000.  Though  this  item 
has  been  introduced  into  previous  bills,  from  year 
to  year,  it  had  been  inadvertently  done.  The  law, 
when  rigidly  examined,  would  be  found  not  to  war- 
rant the  annual  appropriation. 

Mr.  RARIDEN  explainedrthe  withholding  of 
the  money  would  not  injure  the  Indians,  as  the 
money  ultimately  fell  into  the  hands  of  agents  and 
sub-agents;  and  the  Indians  were  more  injured  than 
benefited  bv  the  practice. 

Mr.  EVERETT  considered  the  act  as  distribu- 
ting $5,000  annually.  It  was  so  intended  at  the 
time,  and  had  been  so  understood  ever  since.  The 
bill  made  permanent  provision  for  the  Indian  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  inquired  whether  any  law  allowed 
part  of  the  annuities  to  be  paid  to  the  Indians  in 
goods? 

Mr.  JONES  Faid  this  was  according  to  each 
treaty;  the  payments  were  variously  made. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  said  the  law  was  daily  violated; 
he  had  conduced  Indians  under  one  of  the  treaties, 
and  knew  that  more  than  half  the  annuity  of  the 
Pottawatamies  was  forced  on  them  in  goods,  al- 
though the  treaty  specified  thai  they  should  be  paid 
in  gold  and  silver.  Mr.  P.  made  other  statements 
in  which  he  contended  that  the  Department  had 
not  acted  up  to  the  treaties. 

Mr.  JONES  asked  Mr.  Propfit  to  specify  a  par 
ticnlar  treaty. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  said  that,  in  1837,  the  treaty 
with  the  Pottawatamies  promised  gold  and  silver, 
and  was  paid,  by  force,  in  goods,  charged  at  enor- 
mous prices. 

Mr.  JONES  said  at  the  proper  time  he  would 
convince  Mr.  P.  that  he  was  mistaken.  He  denied 
that  the  law  for  presents  was  intended  to  operate 
annually. 

Mr.  EVERETT  insisted  on  an  opposite  con- 
struction. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  confirmed  the  view  of 
Mr.  EvffRETT,  intimating  that  the  provisions  of  that 
law  were  permanent. 

Mr.  JONES  .would  not  yield,  and  the  amend-. 
ment  was  negativfd. 

Mr.  DODGE,  Delegate  from*  Iowa,  moved  to  in- 
sert an  item  of  $800  for  the  hire  of  a  cleik  for  the 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  north  of  the  Mis- 
souri river. 

Mr.  JONES  objected  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  no  law  for  it. 

Mr.  DODQE  mentioned  the  need  of  the  appro- 
priation, but  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JONES  moved  to  reduce  the  items  for  the 
Choctaws  from  $50,950  to  $44,950;  which  was 
agreed  to:  to  reduce  the  item  for  the  Omahas  from 
$2,440  to  $1,140.  to  increase  the  item  for  the  Ot- 
toesand  Missourias  from  $3,140  to  $5,640;  all  of 
which  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through  with,  was 
laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  and  th? 
committee  took  up  the  bill  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  th*  delegation  of  the  Seminole  Indians  we;t  of 
the  Mississippi. 

No  amendments  being  offered  to  the  bill,  the 
committee  next  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain Kickapoo  Indians  and  Black  River  Indiars  of 
Missouri;  whic£h  was  in  like  manner  laid  aside. 

Mr,  UNDERWOOD  made  an  effort  to  get  the 


Senate  bill  for  removing  the  raft  in  Red  river  taken 
up,  but  without  success. 

Mr.  JONES  moved  that  the  committee  rise; 
which  prevailing, 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the  bills 
considered  in  committee  were  reported  to  the  House, 
the  amendments  concurred  in,  the  bills  read  a  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

Mr  RUSSELL  made  an  effort  to  get  the  hour  of 
meeting  changed  to  10  o'clock,  and  to  set  apart 
two  hours  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  for  private 
bills.  The  motion  requiring  two-thirds  of  the 
House,  tellers  were  called,  and  the  vote  stood — 
ayes  91,  noes  34.  The  rules  were  suspended  to  re- 
ceive the  motion.    It  was  received  and  read. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  amend  it  by  strik- 
ing out  the  clause  respecting  private  bills;  on  which 
motion  tellers  were  called,  and  the  vote  stood — ayes 
36,  noes  92. 

So  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  question  be  ng  then  put  on  the  resolution, 
no  quorum  voted;  when 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  adjourn;  which  prevailing, 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
Monday,  March  1, 1841. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Rufus  Choats,  elected  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  a  Senator  from  that 
S'ate  for  the  unexpired  term  occasioned  by  the  re- 
signation of  the  Hon.  Dahiel  Webstkb, 

Mr.  CHOATE  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
tort  his  Feat. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  a  commu- 
nication from#the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  reply  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  ultin  o;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  memorial  of  the  muni- 
cipal authorities  of  St.  Louis,  praying  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  improvement  of  their  harbor;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  NORVELL  presented  two  memorials  of  citi-     ^ 
zens  of  Michigan,  praying  the  passage  *f  a  general 
bankrupt  law;  which  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  he  had  some  days  since 
mentioned  that  no  memorials  had  been  presented 
from  New  Hampshire  on  the  subject  of  a  general 
bankrupt  law.  Since  the  adjournment  of  the  Se- 
nate on  Satarday,  he  had  received  a  memorial  from 
the  county  of  Coos  on  the  subject.  It  appeared 
that  a  circular,  printed  in  New  York,  had  been  re- 
ceived at  Lancaster,  in  that  county,  and  requesting 
the  postmaster  at  that  place  to  use  hii  exertions  to 
procure  signatures  to  it.  Instead  of  this,  a  remon- 
strance had  been  drawn  up  against  the  passage  of 
any  bankrupt  law,  which  was  signed  by  many  re- 
spectable citizens.  Mr.  H.  then  presented  the  me- 
morial; which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Chatauque  county,  New  York,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FULTON,  the  papers  of 
of  William  J.  Parham  were  permitted  to  be 
withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  East  Florida,  remonstrating  against  the 
cesiicn  of  any  portion  of  their  Territory  to  the 
Seminole  Indians,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  the  only  subject  undis- 
posed of  by  that  committee  was  a  bill  which  had 
been  referred  to  it  ftr  the  relief  of  William  R. 
DaviF,  which  he  was  instructed  to  report  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Commit'ee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  wax  referred  memorials  remon- 
strating against  the  execution  of  the  treafy  wiih  the 
Seneca  Indians,  said  as  no  appropation  would  be 
asked  at  the  present  session  to  carry  the  treaty  into 
effect,  he  had  been  instructed  by  the  committee  to 
ask  to  be  discharged  from  their  fui  the r  considera- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to. 

RELATIONS  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  was  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  R<  lations  to  move  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
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which  bad  been  referred  to  that  committee,  "re- 
questing the  President  to  communicate  to  the  Se- 
nate, if  not  incompa'ible  with  the  public  interest, 
any  correspondence  which  may  have  taken  place 
between  this  Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain 
relative  to  the  Northeastern  boundary,  not  hereto- 
fore communicated  (o  the  Senate." 

He  would  Mate,  with  as  much  brevity  as  possi- 
ble, the  reasons  which  had  induced  the  committee 
to  believe  that  it  would  be  inexpedient,  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  to  publish  the  conespondence  to 
which  the  resolution  referred. 

it  would  be  recollected  by  Senators  who  had 
directed  their  attention  to  this  subject,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  correspondence  alrea- 
dy pub'ished  between  the  two  Governments, 
and  to  which  he  need  not  particularly  refer, 
it  became  the  duty  of  Great  Britain  to  submit 
to  our  Government  the  projet  of  a  convention  for 
the  settlement  of  this  long  disputed  boundary 
question.  This  duty  had  been  performed  by  the 
British  Government  in  the  month  of  May,  1839. 
The  President  did  not  approve  of  this  proposed 
convention,  chiefly  because  it  contained  no  ulti- 
mate provision  which  must  inevitably  and  finally 
determine  the  controversy  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. Indeed,  from  its  character,  it  was  qu'te  pro- 
bable that,  bad  it  been  adopted,  it  would  not  have 
produced  this  result  so  much  to  be  desired.  And 
the  President  was  firmly  convinced,  considering  the 
long  delay — the  high  state  of  mutual  irritation  ex- 
isting along  the  border,  and  the  imminent  dan- 
ger of  actual  collision,  that  the  interest!  of  both 
parties  imperatively  demanded  the  adoption  of  such 
treaty  stipulations  as  must  necessarily  make  an 
end  of  the  question.  The  British  Government 
had  since  mnc  qui  vocally  coincided  with  the  Presi- 
dent in  these  sentiments,  and  the  two  Governments 
had  already  agreed  upon  the  essential  points  of  a 
convention  based  upon  these  principles,  and  alike 
advantageous  and  honorable  to  bo  h.  Tnere  were 
still  some  provisions  of  this  convention^  of  com- 
paratively minor  importance,  and  involving  detail 

.  rather  than  principle,  which  had  not  yet  been 
agreed  upon;  but  if  it  were  the  sincere  desire  of 
both  parties,  as  he  believed  it  was,  to  arrive  at  an 
amicable  conclusion,  the  negotiation  must  soon  be 
successfully  terminated.  Under  these  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, the  committee  believed  that  it  could  do 
no  good  to  either  party,  whilst  it  might  be  embar- 
rassing to  both  Governments,  to  publish  to  the 
world  the  correspondence  and  tbe  different  projets 
and  counter  projets  of  treaties  which  bad  passed  be- 
tween them. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  his  official  position  in  the  Seoa'e 
had  afforded  him  free  access  to  all  this  correspon- 
dence. He  had  examined  it  with  care,  and  would 
now  frankly  state  the  impression  which  it  had  made 

.  on  his  mind.  Although  he  would  not  pretend  to 
say  that  there  were  no  omen;  of  war  in  tbe  conduct 

.  of  the  British  Government  on  our  Northern  fren- 
tier,  yet  this  he  should  assert,  with  much  confi- 
dence; that  in  the  negotiation  itself  relative  to  our 
Northeastern  boundary,  nothing  had  occurred  in- 
consistent with  the  sneere  and  anxious  desire  which 
had  always  been  professed  by  that  Government  to 
preserve  the  p»ace  which  now  so  happily  subsisted 
between  the  two  countries,  and  to  briog  the  ques- 
tion to  a  fital  and  satisfactory  conclusion.  Proba- 
bly this  expression  might  be  too  strong,  and  he 
ought  to  have  qualified  the  general  terms  he  had 
used,  by,  excepting  the  delays  we  had  ex  pe- 
nce ced  from  the  tardy  movements  of  the  British 
Government  at  every  stag*  in  the  progress  of  the 
negotiation.  Still  he  felt  himself  justified  in  using, 
at  the  present  moment,  the  language  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  his  message  at  the  commencement  of 
the  setsion;  that,  "from  tbe  character  of  the 
points  still  in  d.fference,  and  the  undoubted  disposi- 
tion of  both  parties  to  bring  the  matter  to  an  e  trly 
conclusion,  1  look  with  entire  confidence  to  a 
prompt  and  satisfactory  termination  of  tbe  negotia- 
tion." He  had  rec.son  to  believe  that  such  were 
still  the  anticipations  of  the  President  in  regard  to 
the  North  astern  boundary  question. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  on  the  present  occasion  he 
should  purposely  refrain  from  the  expression  of 
any  opinion  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the  steamboat 
proline.    This  was  rendered  unnecessary  by  the 


fact  that  all  tbe  correspondence  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  of  any  general  importance,  had  already 
been  published,  and  each  Senator  had  the  same 
means  of  forming  an  opinion  whiah  he  himself  en- 
joyed. There  was  no  truth  whatever  in  the  rumor 
now  so  current,  that  there  had  been  an  angry  cor- 
respondence between  the  British  Minister  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  since  the  date  of  the  last  corre- 
spondence between  them,  now  before  the  public. 
There  was  no  foundation  for  this  rumor.  It  was 
true  that,  since  that  time,  a  single  note,  bearing 
upon  this  subject,  had  been  addressed  by  Mr.  Fox 
to  Mr.  Foray  lb,  which  the  latter  had  answered;  bit 
this  note  and  answer  were  of  so  little  importance, 
that  he,  Mr.  B.  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  call 
for  their  publication,  and  their  lone  was  far  from 
being  of  an  angry  character. 

Mr.  CLAY  or  Ky.  said,  the  most  important  point 
related  to  the  adjustment  of  the  Northeastern  boun- 
dary, and  in  order  to  produce  a  definite  settlement 
of  that  question,  there  bad  been  proposals  made 
for  its  reference  to  arbitration,  as  had  been  stated 
by  the  chairman,  and  the  principles  which  should 
regulate  a  matter  Rf  that  nature  bad  been  agreed 
to,  with  the  exception  of  some  comparatively  un- 
important point.  With  respect  to  the  case  of  the 
*  Caroline,  there  had  been  some  delay;  and  the  Go- 
vernment had  not  received  any  satisfactory  answer 
|  as  to  the  fact  whether  that  capture  within  our  juris- 
diction was  by  order  of  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain.  As  to  the  case  of  McLeod,  he  was  not 
very  well  informed  about  it.  Whether  there  had 
been  any  communication  between  the  Executive 
and  the  Governor  of  New  York,  he  knew  not;  but 
his  opinion  was,  that  there  ought  to  have  been 
a  request  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  New  York,  if  they  persevered  in  trying 
this  man,  that  he  be  brought  to  a  place  where  he 
can  have  a  fair  and  impartial  trial;  and  whatever 
should  be  the  result  of  that  trial,  that  his  personal 
safety  should  be  put  beyond  all  question.  But 
without  any  seen  request,  a  sense  of  propriety 
would  prompt  the  Government  of  New  York  to 
take  that  course  without  suggestion  from  any 
quarter.  He  [Mr.  Cliy]  was  in  hopes  the  man 
would  have  a  fair  trial;  and  he  hoped,  as  he  al- 
ways did,  that  the  result  of  the  evidence  cf  that 
trial  would  be  such  as  would  satisfy  the  jury  of  the 
country  of  the  innocence  of  the  man,  and  that  he 
wonld  be  acquitted.  With  respect  to  tbe  captures 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  he  took  it  that  satisfactory 
explanations  could  be  made,  for  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  should  understand  that  this  country 
will  net  sub uit  to  the  ri?htof  search,  which  was 
the  cause  of  the  last  war.  But  tbegr-neral  cha- 
racter of  our  relations  was  such  that,  and  from 
what  he  had  heard  and  seen  out  of  doors  rather 
than  from  what  bad  occ erred  in  this  and  tbe  'other 
branch  of  Congress,  his  opinion  was  that  they 
would  not  require  any  special  mission  whatever. 
The  ordinary  minister  accredited  to  Great  Britain, 
would  be  quite  competent  to  the  discharge  of  all 
the  special  duties  that  would  devolve  upon  him. 
He  t  ould  aiH  further  that  in  reference  to  the  state 
of  the  relations  between  this  country  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, he  had  not  begun  to  think  of- the  possibility  of 
any  immediate  war  with  Great  Britain.  But. 
while  be  faid  this,  he  hoped  he  would  not  be  un- 
derstood as  saying  that  he  hoped  to  avoid  any  pre- 
paration which  might  be  necessary  in  the  event  of 
the  assertion  of  our  right?,  or  any  pre'emions,  what- 
ever quarter  they  might  come  from  abroad.  No;  he 
looked  upon  the  condition  of  our  navy  and  the 
want  of  steam  batteries',  and  the  absence  of  all 
those  floating  means  of  defence,  as  matters  of  just 
and  deep  concernment;  and  he  did  hope  they 
would  have  a  very  early  and  constant  attention, 
that  the  country  might  be  prepared  for  any  possi- 
ble emergency.  He  would  close  by  repeating  the 
expression  of  his  hope,  that  there  would  be  no  im- 
mediate cause  of  war;  and  he  believed  both  Go- 
vernments were  animated  by  a  desire  to  preserve 
peace,  which  was  so  essential  to  the  happiness  of 
both. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  discharging  the 
committee  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  rose  and  stated  his  purpose 
to  be  to  place  before  th.e  Senate  tbe  proofs  in  rela- 


tion to  the  sentiments  of  Mr*  Wsstraa  in  regard 
to  the  constitutional  power  of  tbe  Government  over 
the  transportation  of  slaves  from  one  State  to 
another. 

Mr.  PHELPS  interposed  a  point  of  order,  which 
was  subsequently  withdrawn,  and  a  debate  arose 
in  which  Messrs.  CUTHBERt,  PHELPS,  KING 
PRESTON,  CLAY  of  Kentucky,  RIVES,  BU- 
CHANAN, WALKER,  and  WRIGHT,  paru«. 
pa  ted;  at  the  conclusion  of  which, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  Senate  id- 
jouined  to  meet  again  5  o'clock  this  evening. 

[EVIMING   SESStOM.1 

THE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  Senate 
took  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  tbe  year  1841. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  the  first  question  in  order 
would  be  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  theccat- 
mittee,  and  he  hoped  they  would  be  acted  on  in  their 
order.  He  then  briefly  explained  tbe  first  amend- 
ment, which  proposed  to  limit  the  fees  of  certaia 
officers  of  the  United  States  courts. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  opposed  the  introduc- 
tion of  fee  bills  into  an  appropriation  bill:  it  was  a 
subject,  he  thought,  which  required  more  delibera- 
tion than  they  were  then  able  to  bestow  upon  it. 

Mr.  PHELPS  also  advocated  the  passage  of  the 
usual  appropriation  bill,  and  the  postponement  of 
this  question  to  a  future  occasion.  He  was  of 
opinion  many  officers  were  too  bjghly  compensated', 
but  then,  within  forty-eight  hours  of  the  close  of 
the  session,  they  could  not  give  tbe  subject  tbe  con- 
sideration  it  required. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  in  favor  of  the  limitation 
proposed  to  be  placed  on  these  fee»  and  salaries. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  whole  idea  of  making  for- 
tunes out  of  the  public  service.  He  was  willing  to 
allow  to  every  person  employed  by  the  Government 
a  fair  compensation  for  his  service;  he  was  willing 
to  give  the  person  employed  by  the  year,  as  well 
as  the  day  laborer,  a  fair  aad  liberal  remuneration 
for  bis  time  and  service;  bat  he  scouted  the  whole 
idea  of  making  fortunes  out  of  offices.  It  is  not 
for  that  purpose,  said  he,  that  offices  were  created. 
They  were  created  for  the  public  good,  aad  not  for 
individual  emolument;  and  those  who  wanted  for- 
tunes should  look  for  them  elsewhere— shooid 
look  for  tbem  in  their  own  exertions,  and 
in  the  pursuits  of  trade  and  business.  No  food 
had  resulted  to  the  public  from  these  great  aaUrier, 
on  the  contrary,  the  greatest  defalcations  bad  hap- 
pened where  the  fees  and  salaries  were  greatest 
The  idea  of  getting  rich  suddenly  too  often  led  to 
speculations  and  adventures,  wh  ch  ended  in  the 
application  of  the  public  moneys  to  private  nsesi 
Fair  and  reasonable  compensation  was  all  that 
ought  to  be  allowed.  Besides  the  inherent  objec- 
tion to  extravagant  salaries,  and  their  tendency  to 
lead  officers  into  speculations  and  the  use  of  the 
public  money,  there  was  another  objection  to  them, 
arising  from  their  tendency  to  increase  the  thirst  for 
office,  and  to  bring  improper  characters  to  apply  for 
them.  When  a  fortune  is  to  follow  office,  the  desire 
for  i  t  is  increase  d.  Tbe  most  avaricious  become  tbe 
most  clamorous  They  devote  themselves  to  Us 
acquisition.  They  enter  the  field  for  the  candi- 
date from  whom  they  expect  reward.  They  spew 
no  means,  fair  or  foul,  to  elect  him.  If  they  so* 
ceed  in  the  election,  they  go  and  demand  a  reward, 
as  if  they  had  been  working  for. wages,  and  become 
dii8atjs6ed  if  they  do  not  get  it.  There  is  enough 
in  the  honors  of  office,  and  in  the  attractions  of  * 
reasonable  salary,  to  bring  sufficient  beat  and  strife 
into  our  elections  There  is  no  necessity  for  add- 
ing to  these  inducements  by  setting  up  fortunes  to 
reward  the  exertions  of  political  adventure!* 
Thire  is  no  necessity  to  whet  the  appetites,  or  to 
stimulate  the  passion?,  or  to  increase  the  exertions 
of  tbe  office  seeking  corps.  They  are  numeroas 
enough,  ardent  enough,  zealous  enough  in  elec- 
tions, and  importunate  enough  after  elections  sre 
ever,  without  requiring  the  prize  of  a  fortune  to  hj 
added  to  the  honors  and  ordinary  emolunienmof 
office.  Such  fees  and  salaries  as  those  mentioaed— 
twenty — forty— -sixty— eifhty  thousand  dollafs-- 
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office,  lead  to  extravagance,  are  contrary  to  the  *J 
frugal  character  of  our  Government,  and  tend  to 
beget  a  sordid  and  mercenary  spirit  in  our  election?. 
The  land  office  emoluments  had  all  been  limited  in 
the  new  Slates;  the  custom-house,  marshals,  and 
others  should  be  limited  in  the  old  States. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  present  was  a  suitable  occasion 
to  fulfil  a"  promise  which  he  had  made  a  few  days 
a$o,  in  replying  to  some  very  disinterested  and  pa- 
triotic sentiments  delivered  by  the  Senator  from 
Sooth  Carolina,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  cham- 
ber [Mr.  PassTOM]  That  Senator  had  then  deli- 
vered very  excellent  seniiments  in  relation  to  re- 
movals from  office — had  denounced  the  *poi!s 
doctrine  had  declared  that  proscription  was  itself 
to  be  proscribed — that  henceforth  there  were  to  be 
no  removals  for  i  pinion's  saLe— no  faithful  officer 
turned  out  to  make  room  for  a  political  friend — no 
changes  except  for  miiconduct — and  that  the  new 
Administration,  in  all  this,  would  the  reverse  of 
the  present  and  the  last  passed.  I  took  occasion 
upon  the  instant,  (said  Mr.  B.)  to  correct  that  Se- 
nator, so  far  as  ike  State  of  Missouri  was  con- 
cerned; and  to  let  him  know  that  proscription  for 
opinion's  take  had  never  been  practiced  by  the 
passed  or  present  Administration  in  that  Slate — 
that  no  removals  had  been  made  there  except  for 
cause — that  many  political  opponents  had  been  re- 
appointed to  the  offices  which  they  bad  filled — that 
the  spoils  doctrine  had  never  been  practised  upon 
there— that  this  was  known  to  every  body  in  Mis- 
souri, and  should  be  known  to  every  bcdy  here; 
and  thai  he  would  take  a  suitable  occasion  to  vetity 
this  statement  by  a  reference  to  established  facts. 
That  cccasion  has  now  arrived,  and  1  proceed  to 
the  fulfilment  of  my  promise. 

Premising  that  all  the  appointments  made  in 
Missouri  daring  Mr.  Adams 'a  admininistration 
were  from  the  ranks  of  his  own  political  friends, 
and  that  most  of  those  previously  in  office  were  of 
the  same  political  character,  I  proceed  to  show, 
by  facts,  what  was  the  conduct  of  the  Jackson  and 
Van  Buren  administrations  with  respect  to  them. 
I  begin  with  the  Indian  Department — a  large  sub- 
ject of  Federal  Executive  patronage  in  that  State. 
At  tke  head  of  that  department  was  General  Wil- 
liam Clark.  He  was  the  Superintendent  of  Iadian 
ArTaus,  stationed  at  St.  Louis,  strong  in  the  Oppo- 
sition, and  almost  the  last  act  of  his  life  was  to 
vote  the  whole  Opposition  ticket.  He  was  not  only 
not  removed  by  General  Jackson,  bnt  at  the  re-or- 
ganization of  the  Indian  Department  in  1834, 
when  he  was  legislated  out  of  office,  he  was  re-ap- 
pointed by  General  Jackson,  and  remained  in  of- 
fice till  his  death,  about  two  years  ago.  After  bis 
death,  the  vacancy  was  filled  by  a  gentleman  of 
our  politics,  (Major  Pilcher,)  not  for  political  ser- 
vices in  the  elections,  but  for  pre-eminent  fitness 
for  the  station.  He  had  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  great  political  contest  which  terminated  in  Ge- 
neral Jackson's  election.  He  happened  to  be, 
during  that  period,  some  thousands  of  miles  be- 
yond the  verge  of  civilization,  engaged  in  the  ardu- 
ous pursuits  of  the  fur  trade;  and  the  first  news 
he  received  of  General  Jackson's  election  was 
about  a  year  after  the  event,  and  through  London 
newspapers,  which  had  reached  the  head  of  the 
Columbia  river,  where  he  then  was,  by  the  way  of 
Hudson's  bay.  He  has  held  the  place  two  years, 
and  is  better  fisted  for  it  than  any  man  in  America. 
I  have  known  him  for  thirty  years,  and  know  what 
I  say  to  be  true.*  He  is  fitted  for  the  station  in 
every  way— -in  judgment — ineiperieme— in  know- 
ledge of  >he  Indians  and  of  the  tracers— in  their 
confidence  in  lam — in  his  quiet  and  firm  tempera- 
ment— in  his  age  and  habits — in  his  punctual  at- 
tention to  every  duty —in  his  faithful  application, 
and  accounting  for  every  dollar  that  goes  to  his 


Mr.  John  Dougherty,  Indian  agent  on  the  Mis- 
souri, salary  (1,600.  He  was  a  native  of  Ken- 
tacky,  appointed  by  Mr.  Adanu,  thoroughly  in 
opposition,  and  complaint  made  against  him  for 
iaoproper  interference  in  an  election,  aid  was  on 
Clae  point  of  being  di*m*srd  by  the  Secretary  at 
"War,  (Mr.  Elton)  when,  at  »y  insane,  the  or- 
der was  suspended  uatil  ihe  complaint  con  Id  be 
examined,  and  was  ascertained  to  be  unfounded. 
He  nerved  until  1834,  when  he  was  legislated  out 


of  office  at  the  reorganization  of  the  agencies.  He 
was  then  re-appointed  by  President  Jackton,  served 
out  the  term  of  four  years,  was  then  re-appointed 
by  President  Van  Buren,  and  resigned  in  1839. 
He  is  now  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Missouri,  and  is  as  decidedly  opposed  to  our  patty 
as  any  man  in  the  State. 

Major  Taliaferro,  Indian  agent  on  the  Upper 
Mivsissippi,  salary  $1,300  per  annum.  Not  only 
was  he  not  removed,  but  when  legislated  out  of 
office  in  1834,  with  other  agents,  he  was  re-ap- 
pointed by  General  Jackson,  at  an  increased  sala- 
ry, served  his  term  of  four  years,  was  reappoint- 
ed by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  held  the  place  till  he 
chose  to  resign.  He  was  entirely  opposed  to  us  in 
politics. 

Mr.  P.  L.  Chouteau;  he  was  appointed  agent  to 
the  Osa^es  by  General  Jackson,  though  of  opposi- 
tion politics,  remained  in  office  till  1834,  when,  at 
the  reorganization  of  the  agencies,  his  place  was 
reduced  to  a  sub-agency,  and  he  declined  to  hold  it 
any  longer. 

Mr.  J.  V.  Hamilton;  he  was  o  poo  in  ted  succes- 
sor to  Major  Dougherty  in  1839,  in  the  recess  of 
Congress,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Mis- 
souri delegation.  They  would  have  objected  to  it 
if  they  had  known  it,  but  the  appointment  begin 
made,  they  left  it  to  run  its  conrse.  He  is  now  in 
office,  and  in  opposition  to  us. 

These,  Mr,  are  the  principal  appointments  of  the 
Indian  Department  in  Missouri,  and  from  this 
statement  it  is  seen  that,  to  far  from  being 
proscribed  for  opinions  sake,  the  Opposition 
nearly  monopolized  the  Indian  offices  duriog  the 
administrations  of  General  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van 
Buren. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  Land  Offices,  another  con- 
siderable subject  of  Federal  patronage  in  Missouri. 
In  this  branch  of  the  public  service,  the  head  of 
the  business,  and  one  who  had  much  patronage, 
was  appointed  by  General  Jack:  on,  and  served  out 
a  term  of  four  years.  This  was  Mr.  Elias  Ling- 
ham,  Surveyor  General.  He  was  not  re-appointed, 
and  that  for  good  cause. 

Major  Christy,  Register  of  the  Land  Offiee  at  St. 
Louis;  he  was  twice  re-appointed  by  Genet al 
Jackson,  and  died  in  his  office  in  the  y  ear  1837. 

Ueneral  Pratte,  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at 
St.  Louis  served  out  his  term  of  four  years, 
and  was  then  succeded  by  a  gentleman  of  different 
politics. 

Mr.  John  Hays,  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at 
Cape  Girardeau,  was  re -appointed  by  General 
Jackson,  and  saved  from  removal  upon  my  inter- 
position, at  one  lime  when  he  was  deficient  tem- 
porarily in  making  a  deposie  of  public  money. 

Mr.  Guild,  a  gentleman  of  opposition  polities', 
was  appointed  successor  to  Mr.  Hays,  and  served 
out  four  years. 

In  the  Post  Office  Department,  in  Missouri,  no 
removals  have,  been  made  that  I  know  of,  except 
for  cause.  A  majority  of  the  post  offiefs  are  now 
held  by  the  Opposition,  while  they  are  themselves 
a  minority  of  ihe  State.  The  post  office  at  St.  Louis, 
the  best  office  in  the  gift  of  the  President  in  Mis- 
noon,  was  he'd  eleven  years  and  a  half,  under  the 
Jackson  and  Van  Buren  administration?,  by  Mr. 
Wilson  P.  Hunt,  a  gentleman  decidedly  opposed 
to  us  in  politics.  He  held  the  offiee  near  twenty 
years  in  all,  of  which  more  than  half  the  time  was 
under  the  Administrations  to  which  he  was  op- 
posed. He  was  not  only  not  removed,  but  was  re- 
appointed by  General  Jackson  in  1836,  when  legis- 
lated out  of  offiee  by  the  new  post  t  ffice  law.  He 
served  out  the  four  years  term  under  this  appoint- 
ment, and  was  succeeded  in  July  las;  by  Mr. 
Tnomas  Watson,  a  gentleman  of  our  political 
party.  Of  the  twelve  year*  which  this  im- 
portant appointment  was  in  our  gift,  eleven  and 
a  half  of  it  saw  it  occupied  by  a  gentleman  op- 
posed to  us  in  politics,  and  only  half  a  year  has  it 
been  occupied  by  one  of  our  own  party.  The  pre- 
sent incumbent  (Mr.  Watson)  was  for  twenty-five 
years  postmaiter  at  the  most  considerable  town  in 
North  Carolina,  (Newbern;)  he  understands  his 
duties,  and  performs  them  correctly.  No  man  can 
impeach  bi«  conduct,  public  or  private, or  atnibute 
to  him  aught  that  is  wrong  io  word  or  deed.  He 
has  been  a  consistent  Democrat  forty  years;  a  quiet, 


courteous,  inoffensive  man,  of  whom  every  one 
will  speak  well,  exeept  those  who  want  his  office. 
Thus,  sir,  stands  the  account  of  proscription  in 
Missouri,  many  of  the  beat  offices  in  the  State  be- 
ing in  the  hands  of  the  Opposition  during  their  own 
pleasure,  or  until  the  expiration  of  their  terms,  and 
some  of  them  ten  and  eleven  years  out  of  twelve. 
Certainly  there  were  some  removals;  but  they  were 
few  in  number,  tell  nearly  equally  upon  both  par* 
ties,  and  were  always  for  cause.  Of  three  land 
officers  removed,  two  were  on  our  own  side;  of  two 
marshals  removed,  one  was  on  our  own  *side;  of 
two  district  attorneys  either  remored  or  not  re- 
appointed, it  was  one  and  one  of  each  political  party. 
In  no  case  that  I  knew  of,  was  there  an  instance  of 
removal  for  the  purpose  of  making  room  for  a  po- 
litical friend,  but  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of 
an  improper  officer.  For  myself,  my  uniform  an- 
swer to  ail  those  who  applied  to  have  others  re- 
moved, was  that  they  must  >hov>  misconduct.  When 
ttfat  was  not  done,  I  refused  to  recommend  the  re- 
moval; and  this  is  known  to  the  whole  State  of 
Missouri. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  could  give  other  instances  of  po- 
litical opponents  retained  in  office  in  Missouri,  bnt 
he  had  mentioned  enough  to  comply  with  his  pro- 
mise, and  to  show,  by  facts,  that  proscription  for 
opinion's  sake  bad  never  been  practised  in  that 
State— that  it  was  a  prac  ice  unknown  there — and 
must  originate  with  the  new  Administration,  if  it  gets 
there  at  all.  During  the  twelve  years  which  the  De- 
mocracy have  borne  sway,  no  appointments,  or  re- 
movals, have  been  made  m  Missouri,  except  for  the 
public  service;  and  he  was  proud  to  be  able  to  say  that 
they  had  been  good  appointments,  and  bad  pro- 
moted the  public  service.  He  looked  with  pride 
and  satisfaction  upon  the  conduct  of  the  public  of- 
ficers in  that  State  for  twelve  years  past.  It  was 
an  example  to  the  whole  Union.  Great  was  the 
amount  of  pubiie  money  collected  and  disbursed 
there — greater,  perhaps,  than  at  any  point  in  the 
Union>  except  New  York.  The  receipts  of  many 
land  offices  centred  there;  a  great  number  of  dis- 
bursing officers  and  sgents  received  their  supplies 
of  money  there;  vast  sums  had  been  transferred 
from  that  point  to  New  York;  it  was  probable  that 
twenty  or  thirty  millions  had  been  collected  and 
distributed  from  that  point  in  the  last  twelve  years; 
and  nothing  had  been  lost  to  the  Government.  He 
believed  there  were  no  losses  in  all  that  time.  All 
was  well  there;  and  if  the  new  Administration 
practises  on  the  professions  which  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Preston]  has  made,  they  will 
have  no  removals  to  make  in  that  Sate.  They 
can  make  none  witl  out  violating  those  profession*, 
and  without  commencing  and  introducing  that  sys- 
tem of  proscription  which  we  have  avoided,  and 
which  they  have  denounced. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  felt  himself  at  liberty  to  speak 
freely  and  disinterestedly  on  this  subject.  He  bad 
no  relations  in  office  to  dread  the  removing  power. 
During  the  twenty  years  that  he  had  been  in  Con- 
gress, no  relation  of  his  had  been  appointed  to 
office.  He  had  uniformly  discouraged  and  discoun- 
tenanced applications  fer  offiee,  on  the  part  of  his 
relations.  He  had  suffered  no  one  of  them  to  be 
appointed.  Friends  he  had,  in  office,  there,  who 
are  worthy  of  their  places,  and  who  ctnnot  be  re- 
moved without  a  violation  of  the  principles  which 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  proclaimed. 
If  these  principles  are  violated  in  the  person  of  any 
of  these  friends,  or  in  the  person  of  any  individual 
iu  Missouri,  the  party  doing  it  must  expect  to,  hear 
of  if,  and  to  see  their  cor  duct  confronted  with  their 
professions  as  well  as  with  the  examples  of  the 
Jackson  and  Van  Buren  administrations. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  PHELrS, 
WALKER,  and  HENDERSON,  the  amendment  of 
the  committee  was  adopted. 

And  the  amendment  to  the  same  clause,  limiting 
the  remuneration,  by  fees,  of  district  attorneys, 
marshals,  and  clerks,  after  being  debated  by  Messrs. 
WALKER,  SEVIER,  and  WRIGHT,  was  also 
agreed  to. 

The  next  in  order,  was  an  amendment  of  ihe 
committee  to  the  clause  limiting  the  receipts  of 
postmaster?  to  $5,000  per  annum,  in  the  following 
terms:  "Including  salary,  commissions,  boxes,  and 
all  fees,  perquisites,  and  emoluments,  of  any  name 
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or  character  whatsoever,  and  for  any  service  what- 


Mr.  SOUTHARD  objected  to  any  interference 
with  the  arrangements  of  postmasters  to  accommo- 
date individuals  with  boxes;  by  the  use  of  boxes, 
individuals  received  their  letters  without  detention; 
and  so  long  as  the  postmasters  afforded  this  accom- 
modation, at  a  small  remuneration  for  the  extra 
trouble  undertaken,  and  the  expense  of  the  boxes, 
lie  was  opposed  to  any  interference  by  the  Govern- 
ment with  such  arrangement. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  explained  to  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  the  clause  under  discussion.  Tne 
clause  provided  that  three  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  should  be  paid  to  the  postmaster  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  public  with  boxes,  which, 
added  to  the  salary  of  fa.OOO,  made  the  total  of 
#5,000  per  annum,  which,  he  conceived,  was  a 
sufficient  remuneration  for  any  postmaster. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  question  was  whether 
f  5,000  was  not  a  sufficient  remuneration  for  a 
postmaster.  That  point  being  settled,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  show  that  the  use  of  boxes  was  advanta- 
geous, and  a  saving  of  trouble  to  the  postmasters; 
and  if  the  clause  were  adopted,  he  doubted  not  the 
number  of  boxes  would  be  increased,  and  the  sum 
paid  fer  them  reduced,  for  he  never  expected  any 
surplus  from  this  sourse  to  come  to  the  public 
Treasury,  and  hence  a  larger  number  of  business 
men  would  be  benefited. 

Mr.  TALLM  ADGE  opposed  the  clause  at  some 
length;  and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  be  inti- 
mated that  the  subject  was  not  understood  by  hono- 
rable Senators. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  when  they  gave  the 
postmaster  of  New  York  |5,000  per  annum,  they 
gave  him  as  much  as  they  gave  the  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court,'  whose  qualifications  must 
necessarily  be  of  a  much  higher  order.  Why,  they 
ooly  gave  #6,000  per  annum  to  the  heads  of  De- 
partments here.  He  thought  he  understood  this 
matter  perfectly,  and  he  trusted  the  Senate  under- 
stood it,  and  that  they  would  give  the  gentlemen 
who  had  been  preaching  "retrenchment"  and  "re- 
form" so  long,  a  proper  start. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  WHITE, 
PRESTON,  LINN,  and  others. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, with  a  resolution  for  the  suspension 
of  the  16th  joint  rule,  by  which  no  bill  could  be  re- 
ceived by  one  branch  of  Congress  from  the  other 
during  the  last  three  days  of  the  session,  to  which 
the  assent  of  the  Senate  was  asked. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  Senate 
concurred,  and  the  navy  appropriation  and  other 
bills  were  received  and  referred. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  letter  from  the  President  elect,  informing  the 
Senate  that  he  will  be  ready  to  take  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  the  Con  it itu  lion  previously  to  entering 
on  a  discbarge  of  his  official  duties,  and  at  such 
place  as  the  Senate  may  think  proper  to  designate; 
which  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PRESTON  the  Vice  Pajcsi- 
dsnt  was  directed  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three 
Senators  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
the  reception  and  inauguration  of  me  President 
elect,  and  to  apprise  him  of  the  Fame;  and  Mr. 
Paeston,  Mr.  Bayard,  and  Mr.  White,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Tne  8enate  adjourned  a  few  minutes  past  nine 
o'clock. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  March  1,  1841. 

Mr.  RU8SELL  modified  the  resolution  offered 
by  him  on  Saturday,  as  follows: 

Boohed,  That  hereafter  the  daily  hour  of  meet- 
ing of  this  House  shall  be  t<n  o'clock,  a.  m.  and 
to-morrow,  the  time,  from  ten  to  twelve  o'clock  at 
noon,  shall  te  devoied  to  the  consideration  of  pri- 
vate bills  from  ihe  Senate,  in  their  regular  order,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House;  and  on  Wednes- 
day neit,  the  time  from  ten  o'clock  to  twelve  at 
noon,  shall  be  devote  I  to  the  consideration  of  pri- 
vate bills  from  the  Senate  on  the  Speaker's  table, 
if  such  length  of  time  shall  be  required  for  that 
purpose. 

joe  question  being  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 


resolution,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative— ayes  111, 
noes  38. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  TILLINOHAST  asked  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  present  certain  resolutions  from 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
that  they  be  printed. 

Objection  being  mad-, 

Mr.  TILL1NGHAST  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  in  relation  to  the  order  of  business:  but  the 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia  moved  that  the  House 
now  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Tne  SPEAKER  stated  that  there  was  a  special 
order  for  to-day— (the  steamboat  bills  ) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  spe- 
cial order  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  House  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Dawson  in  the  chair) 
and  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
certain 

FORTIFICATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  FOR  THE 
YEAR  1841. 

The  bill  having  been  wad, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  South  Carolina  moved  to 
strikeout  the  words  "thirty -five  thousand"  for  re- 
pairs of  Fort  Independence,  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  $90,000. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  T.  in  support  of 
his  amendment,  in  wh  ch  he  contended  that  it  was 
our  imperative  duty  to  provide  for  a  more  effectual 
defence, 

Mr.  JONES  resisted  the  amendment.  The  bill 
submitted  was  intended  to  appropriate  for  the  old 
works  of  the  country  which  needed  repair,  and  for 
the  continuance  of  works  now  in  progress.  There 
was  another  targe  class  of  works  which  could  not 
come  into  this  bill.  He  admitted  the  importance 
ef  a  work  at  the  outlet  at  Lake  Champlain;  but 
as  there  was  no  law  for  it,  it  could  not,  under  the 
rules  of  the  House,  be  appropriated  for.  It  was 
not  in  order  to  graft  the  provi<ions  of  other  bills 
upon  the  general  appropriation  bill  for  fortifications. 
There  were  now  unexpended  appropriations  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  a  million  of  dollars.  The 
amount  at  last  session  was  $712,897;  at  the  present 
session  $439  500;  making  in  all  $1,152,397,  of 
which  $926,000  remained  unexpended. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  appealed  to  Mr.  J.  to  take 
up  the  bill  from  ihe  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
which  covered  the  entire  ground  of  the  present  bill, 
and  added  other  works  necessary. 

Mr.  JONES  said  that  tha  bill  appropriated 
•$1,700,000  to  fortification?;  could  it  be  expected 
such  a  bill  should  get  through  without  protracted 
debate?  It  must  cut  off  all  other  business.  To  the 
present  bill  no  serious  objection  would  be  made. 
Let  this  pass,  and  then  let  the  gentleman  bring  up 
his  bill.  The  appropriations  in  this  bill  were  suf- 
ficient to  keep  the  works  geiog  till  the  middle  of 
the  following  year;  it  had  not  reduced  the  estimates 
of  the  Department  one  dollar. 

Mr.  J.  inquired  if  this  amendment,  being  an  item 
contained  in  another  bill  before  the  House,  was  in 
order? 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  was;  it  did  not  pro- 
pose to  engraft  another  bill  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  HUNT  made  some  rematks  in  favor  of 
laying  a»ide  ihe  present  bill,  and  taking  up  that 
from  (ho  Military  Committee. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  FILLMORE,  - 

Mr.  THOMPSON  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CR03S  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  an  ap- 
propriation of  $50,000  for  Fort  Way>ae,  but  the 
Chair  decided  that  it  would  not  be  then  in  order. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  $6,600  for  Forts  Preble  and  Scammel, 
in  Portland  harbor.  Mr.  S.  referred  to  the  report* 
from  the  Department,  showing  that  these  works  were 
going  to  tuin  for  want  of  a  small  appropriation, 
and  he  appealed  to  the  justice  of  the  House  in 
favor  of  his  amendment.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  taken  good  care  of  Boston  harbor 
and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  but  seemed  to  have  for-* 
got  ea  that  the  whole  cost  of  Maine  was  exposed, 
while  Halifax,  the  only  northern  depot  of  the  Bri- 
tish na^y,  wis  within  a  day  *  sail  of  every  part  of  it. 


Our  fishermen  were  continually  insulted.  Here  he 
yielded  the  floor  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  who  said  be  would  state  a 
fact  that  would  supersede  the  gentleman's  speech* 
This  sum  had  baen  appropriated  at  the  last  session, 
and  remained  unexpended.  # 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  that  statement  would  ap- 
ply to  many  items  of  the  bill  as  well  as  the  item  for 
Portland  harbor. 

Mr.  JONES  explained.  The  application  of  this 
meney  bad  only  been  suspended.  The  appropria- 
tion was  still  binding,  as  much  so  as  if  jxow  passed 
over  again. 

Mr.  SMITH  warmly  urged  the  defenceless  stale 
of  the  coast  of  Maine,  on  which,  though  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  in  length,  not  a  single  gun  was 
mounted.  The  State  last  year  cleared  140,000  tons 
of  shipping  from  those  undefended  ports  of  hers, 
Her  commerce  employed  6,000  men.  Portland  alone 
owned  46000  tons  of  shipping,  and  her  imports 
were  $192,000.  True,  there  was  a  small  appro- 
priation made  last  year,  but  he  was  opposed  to 
leaving  its  expenditure  to  the  mere  discretion  of  the 
President  The  chairman  raid  this  bill  was  for 
old  works.  Well,  if  so,  there  were  few  works  in 
the  country  older  than  (hose  of  Portland  harbor. 

Mr  W.  C  JOHNSON  said,  he  was  not  opposed 
to  defence  by  fortification,  but  it  was  utterly  useless 
to  erect  new  ones,  and  then  leave  them  unarmed. 
Scarce  one  was  at  this  moment  fully  equipped  with 
ordnance.  If  gentlemen  would  incorporate  a  provi- 
sion for  arming  the  forts,  Mr.  J.  would  go  as  far 
as  he  that  went  furthest  in  supporting  such  a  mea- 
sure. Here  were  $400,000  asked  to  repair  forts  al- 
ready built.  He  would  glance  for  a  moment  at 
the  present  supply  of  ordnance  in  the  country.  He 
here  went  into  a  statement  showing  that,  lor  forts 
already  completed,  1,178  cannon  "were  needed, 
while  those  under  construction  would  need  9,578; 
all  these  were  absolutely  requisite  to  render  the 
present  bill  of  the  least  possible  utility.  782  more 
would  be  needed  for  forts  building  and  repairing, 
and  3,506  for  works  projected  by  the  Board  of  En- 
gineers; besides  5,283  to  complete  the  defences  of 
our  coast.  He  made  these  statements  on  ibe  au- 
thority of  the  War  Department,  How  many 
cannon  did  we  now  possess?  The  fact  would  as- 
tonish every  man.  We  had  but  30  battering  can- 
non, 42  pounders;  60  in  depot,  42  pounders;  38 
more  under  contract.  Of  other  pieces,  we  had 
but  144.  He  then  adverted  to  the  improvements 
in  gunnery  in  the  throwing  of  hollow  shot,  and  the 
adoption  and  perfection  of  this  improvement  by 
foreign  nations.  As  to  shells  and  balls,  we  stood 
in  immediate  need  of  3,020,941  more  than  we  now 
possessed.  By  the  use  of  tbete  hollow  shot,  fortifi- 
cations had  been  in  a  few  hours  blown  up  and  de- 
stroyed which  had  defied  whole  navies  for  centu- 
ries. Mr.  J.  urged  the  propriety  and  necessity  of 
placing  our  entire  coast  in  a  state  of  defence.  He 
was  the  last  man  to  desire  a  state  of  war;  bat  he 
held  that  the  best  way  to  avoid  collision  with  Eng- 
land was  to  be  prepared  to  meet  her,  and  so  with 
all  foreign  powers.  He  would  urge  this  necessity 
even  were  the  peace  of  the  world  the  most  pro- 
found; how  much  more  pressing  was  it  under  cir- 
cumstances like  the  present.  It  was  due  to  the  na- 
tional honor  to  sustain  the  Executive  in  negotia- 
tions under  our  intricate  relations  with  a  foreign 
power. 

Mr.  J.  concluded  by  moving  to* lay  aside  the  bill 
now  before  the  committee,  to  take  up  the  bill  from 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  with  a  view  to 
move  an  amendment  to  it  empowering  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  purchase  a  site  for  a 
foundry,  and  to'tnter  into  contracts  for  the  requi- 
site ordnance. 

Mr.  PICKENS  rose  for  the  purpose  of  disabusing 
the  minds  of  the  committee  in  relation  to  a  rumor 
which  he  was  astonished  to  find  was  in  existence, 
in  relation  to  the  case  of  McLeod.  When  he 
came  into  the  hall,  to  his  great  astonishment  be 
found  that  a  rumor  was  in  circulation,  and  h*& 
been  alluded  to  in  debate,  that  an  angry  correspond- 
ence had  taken  place  between  Mr.  Forsyth  and 
Mr.  Fox,  in  relation  to  the  imprisonment  of 
McLeod.  It  was  with  pleasure,  therefore,  be 
stated  that  be  received  information  from  the  moot 
authentic  source,  that  there  was  no  fowdaUoa  for 
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such  a  remor.  There  had  been  no  correspondence 
calculated  in  aay  way  to  produce  any  more  diffi- 
culty than  previously  existed.  It  was  trne  that  cor- 
rtspoadeneehad  taken  place,  bat  it  was  so  unimpor- 
tant as  not  to  be  deemed  necessary  to  communicate 
it  to  either  branch  of  Congress.  He  conceived  it 
highly  important  that  this  explanation  should  be 
received,  as  he  hoped  the  committee  wonld  not 
legislate  under  a  false  impression.  No  correspon- 
dence had  taken  place  which  was  calculated  to 
vary  the  position  of  the  parties  since  the  correspon- 
dence which  bad  last  been  presented  to  the  House. 
These  false  rumors  had  been  alluded  to  from  seve- 
ral quarters  of  the  House,  and  were  calculated  to 
produce  unsound  legislation. 

Mr.  P.  then  proceeded  to  say  that  he  hoped  the 
bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  would  be  adopted  speedily. 

The  general  system  of  fortification  demanded  by 
gentlemen,  required  a'  practical  knowledge  before 
all  its  bearings  could  be  known;  and  he  wonld  take 
occasion  to  say,  that  when  the  next  Administration 
came  iato  power,  let  them  propose  a  general  sys- 
tem as  a  whot*  a  system  of  defence  for  all  the 
points  of  the  country;  and  if  it  should  be  a  system 
that  his  judgment  could  approve,  he  wonld  pledge 
himself  that  he  would  not  stop  to  ask  what  was  the 
miserable  amount  of  revenue  that  might  be  de- 
rived from  a  tax  on  wines  or  silks,  but  he  would 
cheerfully  vote  an  amount  equal  to  the  whole  pro- 
ceeds of  wines  and  silks  imported,  if  the  next  Ad- 
ministration should  deem  it  requisite  and  proper 
for  the  defence  of  the  country  by  any  new  contin- 
gency. 

Mr.  P.  went  on  to  contend  that  no  system  of 
land  fortification  could  posssbly  answer,  unless  it 
should  be  connected  at  various  points  with  the  navy. 
It  would  be  utterly  impossible  10  protect  our  exten- 
sive coast,  unless  a  proper  connection  was  bad 
with  a  naval  force.  Take  central  and  leading 
points,  which  can  protect  and  sustain  your  naval 
defences,  suited  to  our  extensive  coast  of  2,000 
miles.  It  is  steam  batteries  and  steamships  that 
can  give  you  defence  suited  to  the  improvements  of 
the  age. 

Mr.  P.  contended  that  our  present  system  of  for- 
tifications was  utterly  I  unsui'  able  for  the  present 
wants  of  the  country.  The  system  had  been  par* 
ttaliy  brought  from  France  in  1816,  and,  since  tbe 
introduction  of  steam  power,  was  to  a  great  extent 
inapplicable  to  our  extensive  territory  and  sparse 
population. 

In  answer  to  a  question  from  Mr.  Monroe,  as 
to  what  was  the  system  brought  from  France, 

Mr.  PICKENS  explained  its  nature,  and  said  it 
was  principally  carried  through  by  General  Ber- 
nard, distinguished  in  France  and  in  this  country; 
aad  again  urged  that  it  was  a  system,  now, 
since  the  introduction  of  steam  power,  as  totally 
inapplicable  for  the  defence  of  a  country  with  such 
an  extensive  coast  as  ours.  Mr.  P.  then  said  bow 
he  would  connect  the  land  fortifications  with  tbe 
naval  force.  He  would,  he  said,  establish  points  at 
the  following  places,  where  the  forts  could  co-ope- 
rate with  the  navy;  he  would  laka  a  central  point 
between  the  St.  Croix  and  Cape  Cod;  and  then 
Hew  Ydrk  and  the  month  of  tbe  Chesapeake  be- 
tween Cape  Cod  and  Cape  Hatteras,  and  then  be- 
tween Hatteras  ami  Cape  Florida,  he  would  fortify 
Charleston  and  the  mouth  of  the  Savannah  river; 
and  then  between  Cape  Florida  and  tbe  Sabine  he 
would  fortify  Pensacolaand  the  mouths  of  the  Mi?- 
aippi;  he  would  have  all  these  points  well  fortified 
to  protect  and  sustain  an  efficient  system  of  naval 
defences  suited  to  your  extensive  sea-coast  and 
commerce.  As  to  the  interior  pointy  of  fortifica- 
tion, and  those  of  smaller  grades,  he  would  discard 
them— he  looked  upon  them  as  behind  the  ape. 

But,  said  Mr.  P.  any  other  system  of  fortification 
confined  exclusively  to  land,  will  prove  a  miserable 
failure. 

In  answer  to  another  interrogatory,  Mr.  P.  ob 
served  that  it  would  be  folly  to  tbink  that  England 
would  ever  think  of  invading  us  again  from  the 
Canadas.  England  could  have  no  object  in  at- 
tempting a  permanent  invasion  on  tbat  frontier. 
The  ease  now  and  at  the  last  war  in  1812,  was 
widely  different.  In  1813  that  portion  of  the  coun- 
try on  the  lake  frontier  was  thinly  populated,  and 


had  but  little  connection  with  the  Atlantic  cities. 
Owing  to  its  defenceless  position,  the  consequence 
was  that  the  British  formed  tbeir  plan  of  invasion 
of  the  lake  coast,  with  a  view  to  connect  a  military 
cordon  through  the  interior  to  New  Orleans,  and 
cut  off  the  Valley  of  tbe  Mississippi  from  the  At- 
lantic States.  They  had  some  prospects  of  succeed- 
ing al  that  period — hence  the  invasion  was  there. 
But  now  the  case  was  widely  different.  That  part 
of  the  country  was  now  densely  populated,  and 
with  a  population,  too,  decidedly  warlike  and 
spirited  to  the  highest  degree,  so  that  now 
it  would  be  madness  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  attempt  an  invasion  in  that  quarter. 
She  could  gain  nothing  by  it;  but  the  danger 
would  be  the  reverse,  and1  the  invasion  would  be 
from  this  country  upon  Canada  if  a  rupture  should 
take  place,  which  he  trusted  would  not  occur;  and 
he  believed  it  would  hot.  What  I  mean  to  say, 
continued  Mr.  P.  is,  let  tbe  next  Administration, 
when  it  comes  into  power,  propose  a  proper  system 
of  fortification— a  system  embracing  the  improve- 
ments of  the  age,  and  calculated  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  country — and  I  will  go  with  them  to  the 
utmost.  I  will  not  only  go  for  a  tax  on 
wines  and  tilkt,  but  I  will  most  cordially,  when 
the  proper  time  shall  arrive,  give  them  my  support, 
if  any  serious  difficulty  should  arise  to  call  for  it. 
1  will,  then,  at  a  proper  time,  vote  for  alt  they  may 
want.  Bat  1  hold  that  this  is  not  the  proper  time, 
and  I  protest  against  this  system,  of  legislating  by 
piecemeal,  and  without  proper  information,  and 
unconnected  with. a  system  as  a  whole,  suited  to 
the  wants  of  the  country.  If  any  seiious  difficulty 
should  arise  between  us  and  a  foreign  power,  (which 
he  hoped  would  not  be  tbe  case,)  let  the  Adminis- 
tration call  Congress  together,  and  we  will  meet 
the  issues  as  a  free  people  ooght.  Let  those  who 
are  to  execute  laws,  and  conduct  negotiations  in 
the  future,  take  that  course  that  patriotism  may 
dictate,  and  there  can  be  no  difficulty. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrr.  TILLING- 
HASTandCUSHING, 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said  he- proposed  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  bis  colleague  in 
the  following  word?:  For  the  repair  of  forts  at 
Wiscasset,  Damariscotti,  Castine,  and  Eastport, 
the  snm  of  three  thousand  dollars  each,  unless  his 
colleague  would  accept  this  amendment  at  a  modi* 
fication  of  his  own,  providing  an  appropriation  for 
the  repair  of  Forts  Preble  and  Scammel. 

Mr.  SMITH  having  so  modified  bis  proposition 
as  to  include  the  first  namrd  works, 

Mr.  ANDERSON  remarked  that  he  went  with 
pleasure  for  the  amendment  as  it  now  stood,  and  only 
regretted  that  be  was  prevented  by  tbe  rules  of  the 
House  from  including  in  his  amendment  an  appro- 
priation for  the  commencement  of  a  fortification 
greatly  more  important  than  any  he  had  named, 
and  one  which  bad  received  the  most  favorable  re- 
commendation from  tbe  Corps  of  Engineers  and 
the  Department  of  War,  he  alluded  to  a  fortifica- 
tion at  the  mouth  of  Penobscot  rivtr,  opposite 
Bucksport.  Mr.  A  said  he  had  now  in  his  drawer 
an  amendment  appropriating  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars fortthe  commencement  of  this  important  work, 
which  he  intended  to  offer  should  the  motion 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, to  lay  aside  the  present  bill  and  take  np  thst 
reported  by  him,  prevail;  and  in  reference  to  that 
bill,  Mr.  A.  could  ml  refrain  from  expressing  his 
surprise,  that  this  necessary  work  should  have 
been  omitted.  Mr.  A.  read  from  the  report  of  the 
War  Department,  upon  the  national  defences,  com- 
municated at  tbe  last  session,  showing  the  impor- 
tance of  this  work,  and  an  estimate  of  i»s  cost  from 
the  corps  of  engineers;  and  in  the  table  appended 
to  that  report,  Mr.  A.  showed  that  it  was  not  only 
in  the  table  of  works  to  be  first  commenced,  but  the 
very  ftrst  in  thai  clou,  and  he  was  astonished  that 
the  committee,  who  professed  to  be  governed  by  the 
recommendation  and  estimates  of  the  Department, 
thou  Id  have  wholly  omitted  this  work.  Mr.  A. 
went  into  some  particulars,  showing  the  great  im- 
portance of  this  fortification,  as  affording  a  refuge 
in  time  of  war  for  the  extension  and  growing  com- 
merce of  Penobscot  Bay  and  River,  a  commerce 
increasing  with  rapid  strides,  and  which  promises 
to  surpass  that  of  any  other  section  of  the  State. 


The  hill  reported  by  the  Military  Committee  is 
singular  in  other  respects,  and  anxious  aa  he  was 
to.  pro  vice  for  the  national  defences,  he  should  feel 
compelled,  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  tbe  State  he 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  prepresent,  to  vote  against 
it,  unless  considerably  amended.  Nearly  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  are  appropriated  in  that 
bill  for  the  harbor  of  Boston,  and  the  pitiful  sum  of 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  whole  Skate  of 
Maine— a  Staie  having  three  hundred  miles  of  sea 
coast,  and  which  is  now  utterly  defenceless.  His 
colleague  had  well  and  truly  described  the  defence- 
less condition  of  our  maritime  and  interior  frontier, 
and  be  hoped  that  when  the  fortification  bill,  re- 
ported by  the  Military  Committee,  should  come  up, 
the  amendment  he  should  offer  would  receive  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  House.  M r.  A .  said 
he  went  in  opposition  to  many  of  his  friends,  for 
the  proposed  increase  to  the  naval  appropriation, 
and  he  did  so  the  more  willingly,  as  it  contained  a 
provision  for  the  building  of  steam  vessels  of  a  me-  * 
diam  size,  which,  in  case  of  war,  may,  in  some 
smalt  degree,  supply  the  want  of  land  fortifications, 
of  which  his  own .  State  was  so  totally  destitute, 
and  he  was  desirous  to  support  any  reasonable  and 
equal  proposition  for  a  general  system  of  frontier 
and  maritime  defences. 

Mr.  A.  desired  to  say  more  in  relation  to  this 
subject — a  snbject  in  which  his  own  constituents, 
and  the  whole  State,  were  deeply  interested,  hot 
would  not  at  this  la'e  period  of  the  session  further 
detain  the  committee. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  opposed  tbe  idea  of  laying 
aside  the  regular  bill  from  the  committee,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Departments,  and  taking  up  ano- 
ther from  a  different  committee,  proposing  larger, 
much  larger,  appropriations  for  a  magniGcent  sys- 
tem of  fortification.  He  was  as  much  awake  to 
tbe  necessity  for  defence  as  any  msn:  but  other 
considerations  were  to  be  looked  at.  Here  doctors 
disagreed:  some  held  tbat  the  immense  sums  we 
had  spent  on  these  forts  were  thrown  away:  tha», 
n  spite  of  all  the  millions  appropriated,  the  coun- 
try was  defenceless,  and  a  single  frigate  might  cap- 
ture the  city  of  New  York  1  Instead  of  a  new 
system  for  forts,  his  plan  was  entirely  different. 
Every  few  days  we  had  a  war  humbug  to  authorize 
the  picking  of  the  people's  pockets.  This  very 
morning  he  had  beard  about  a  most  angry  corre- 
spondence between  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Forsyth. 

His  plan  was  to  appropriate  only  for  forts  alrea- 
dy begun,  and  then  to  appoint  a  commission  to  re- 
port on  the  point  whether  these  forts  were  or  were 
not  worthy  of  being  relied  on. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  replied  that  this  very  thing 
had  been  done.  In  May,  1840,  a  most  luminous 
report  had  been  reniered  by  some  of  the  ablest 
military  men  in  this  country  or  in  any  other,  going 
to  show  that  the  new  inventions  in  ganoery  and 
steam  navigation  rendr red  works  like  those  now 
proposed  by  tbe  Military  Committee  mora  needed 
than  ever.  He  trusted  he  should  hear  no  more  <  f 
these  wild  and  unfounded  assertions  by  men  unac- 
quainted with  military  science. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  was  a  man  of 
peace,  and  professed  not  to  "speak  of  war  in  the 
presence  of  Hannibal."  But  he  must  object  to  a 
magnificent  bill  at  a  time  when  gentlemen  were 
proclaiming  that  the  country  was  exhausted,  and  on 
the  trink  of  ruin.  Mr.  V.  here  went  back  to  the 
histoiy  of  the  distribution  bill,  when  gentlemen,  in- 
stead of  applying  our  surplus  to  the  defence  of  the 
country,  divided  it  among  the  States.  But  now, 
when  they  saw  tbe  country  was  fainting,  and  al- 
most dying,  gentlemen's  patriotism  was  vivid  as  the 
lightning.  He  was  glad,  however,  to  find  that  the 
fears  of  war  were  disclaimed  on  every  side.  Why, 
then,  tax  a  people  ground  down  by  the  mal-admt- 
nistrauon  of  these  dreadful  Locos?  He  protested 
against  it.  and  washed  hi"*  hands  of  ir. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  in  the  coarse  of  bis  remarks, 
asked  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  [Mr.  Pick  ems]  whether  his  declaration  this 
morning,  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  the  ru- 
mor about  an  angry  correspondence  on  tbe  subject . 
of.McLeod,  was  not  inconsistent  with  what  the 
gentleman  had  told  him  a  few  minutes  previous. 

Mr.  PICKENS  explained  that  what  he  had  Jtat 
said  in  private  conversation  to  the  gentleman,  was 
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owing  to  toe  rumor  prevailing  when  he  (Mr.  P.) 
came  into  toe  hall.  But  subsequently  he  despatch* 
ed  a  messenger  for  information*  and  it  was  en  that 
sobeequent  information  that  he  had  made  the  pub- 
lic statement  to  the  House. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
FILLMORE,  MONROE,  and  POPE,  until  half 
past  two  o'clock,  when  ths  Home  took  its  usual  re- 


[evenihg  axssioii.l 

After  the  recess, 

Mr.  POPE  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  HAND  followed,  and  at  some  length  spoke 
in  favor  of  substituting  the  bill  from  the  Military 
Committee  for  that  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  A  foil  report  of  his  remarks  will  be 
given  hereafter. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  JAMESON, 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  took  the  floor,  and  in 
some  sarcastic  remarks,  which  convulsed  the  hall 
with  laughter,  denounced  the  idea  of  any  fear  of  a 
war,  now  that  an  "eternal  hero1'  was  coming  into 
power.  The  Reporter  took  full  notes,  which  will 
be  written  out  as  early  as  practicable. 

After  inserting  additional  items  of  appropriation, 
the  committee  rose  and  reported  it  to  the  House, 
with  three  small  amendments,  which  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  was  forthwith  passed  under  the 
operation  of  the  previous  question. 

An  effort  was  then  made  to  take  up  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  to  continue  the  corporate  existence  of 
the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  pending 
which 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE, 
Tuesday,  March  2,1841. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  JACOB  W.  MILLER,  elected  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  Jersey  a  Senator  from  that  State  for 
six  years  from  the  4tb  of  March  next;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  on  file. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  all  subjects  heretofore  referred  to 
them  and  unacted  on. 

Similar  motions  were  made  by  Bflr.  WALKER, 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands;  by  Mr. 
WRIGHT,  of  the  Committee  on  Finance;  by  Mr. 
YOUNG,  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Cana's; 
and  by  Mr.  LUMPKIN,  of  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
nufactures; which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report  from 
the  Board  of  Ordnance  Officers  w^io  have  recently 
visited  Europe  for  objects  connected  with  their  pro- 
fession; which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  KNIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Contin- 
gent Expenses,  to  which  the  subject  had  been  re- 
ferred, reported  the  resolution  allowing  additional 
compensation  to  the  assistant  doorkeeper,  and  to  the 
messengers,  pages,  and  laborers  of  the  Senate,  and 
of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  which  he 
asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to  con- 
sider at  the  present  time. 

Objection  beit  g  made,  tne  resolution  lays  over 
one  d*y.  ~ 

Mr.  YOUNG  moved  that  a  document  in  relation 
to  certain  citizens  of  Illinois  of  the  sect  called  Mor- 
mons, be  printed,  and  made  &ome  remarks  in  *i- 
ptanation  of  his  motion,  and,  after  some  remarks 
in  rep'y  by  Mr.  LINN,  who  denied  the  jurisdiction 
of  Congress  in  this  matter,  and  by  Messrs.  KING 
and  WALKER  on  the  impropriety  uf  discussing 
this  matter  at  all,  on  motion  by  the  latter,  the  mo- 
tion to  print  was  laid  on  the  table — ayes  22,  noes 
12 

Mr.  WRIGHT  then  moved  that  the  Senate  go 
int >  the  consideration  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
appropriation  bill,  and  urged  the  necessity,  from 
the  liitle  time  left,  to  act  upon  it  at  once.  The  mo- 
tion was  withdrawn  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  BENTON,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  re- 
port from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  which 
he  raid  would  take  but  a  few  minute  v 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorials  on  the 


subject  of  a  fortification  at  Boilers  Point  Flats, 
made  a  report,  which  he  asked  might  be  printed. 

In  reply  to  a  question  of  Mr.  Preston,  Mr.  B. 
said  the  report  concluded  with  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  views  of  th*  Administration  about  coming 
into  power  en  the  subject  of  a  general  plan  of  de- 
fence of  the  country.  The  resolution  was  pre- 
cisely similar  in  its  terms  to  those  which  had  been 
formerly  passed  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  PRESTON  wished  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  the  resolution,  bnt  was  informed  by  the  Chair 
that  it  was  not  in  order,  the  report  not  now  being 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  P.  then  said,  that  on  the  question  of  printing, 
he  would  take  occasion  to  express  some  opinions 
on  this  subject,  and  then  proceeded  at  considera- 
ble length,  in  the  course  of  bis  remarks,  alluding 
to  the  defenceless  condition  of  the  country,  and 
charging  the  present  and  preceding  Administra- 
tions with  culpable  neglect  on  this  aubjoc*. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  and  Mr.  BENTOa  rose  simul- 
taneously, but  the  President  gave  the  floor  to  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  who  moved  to  lay 
the  moticn  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BENTON  assured  honorable  gentlemen  he 
was  not  going  to  lay  the  foundation  for  an  extra 
session  by  talking  out  this  day,  and  defeating  the 
appropriation  bills— by  making  speeches  to  the  gal- 
leries, or  to  any  body  else — but  as  to  the  statements 
of  the  Senator  on  the  other  side  [Mr.  Preston]  he 
gave  them  as  peremptory  a  contradiction  as  rhe 
rules  of  parliamentary  order  would  allow;  and 
when  the  proper  time  came,  he  would  furnish  his 
proofs. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  much  excited,  rose  while  Mr. 
Bchton  wis  speaking,  and  called  for  the  proofs  of 
the  Senator  from  Missouri;  and  said  speeches  ad- 
dressed to  the  galleries  came  not  exclusively  from 
bis  side  of  the  Senate  Chamber. 

Mr.  BENTON  reiterated  his  intention  not  to 
consume  the  day  by  addresses  to  the  galleries,  but 
be  assured  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  the 
proofs  should  be  forthcoming  at  the  proper  time. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  and  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  continued  the  reiteration  of 
similar  observations,  and  much  excitement  existed 
in  the  Senate  Chamber,  from  every  part  of  which 
were  heard  cries  of  "order,  order."  Ultimately 
the  Senators  resumed  their  seats,  and  the  motion 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  he  had  nothing  more  te  say 
on  the  subject  just  disposed  of,  than  to  inform  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Preston,]  that 
when  tbe  army  bill  came  before  the  Senate,  he 
would  give  him  an  opportunity  of  acting  out  his 
opinions.  He  would  not  a&k  him  for  a  speech  on 
that  occasion,  but  would  be  satisfied  with  his  vo'e. 
Mr.  8.  said  his  object  now  was  to  report  back, 
without  amendment,  the  following  bills  from  the 
House,  which  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  viz: 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  a  delegate  of  the  Seminole  Indians 
wot  of  the  Mississippi  river  to  Florida,  and  for  • 
other  purposes. 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  tempo- 
rary support  of  certain  destitute  Kickapoo  Indians, 
and  to  defray  the  expense  or  subsisting  and  re- 
moving the  8wan  creek  and  Black  river  Indians 
of  Michigan. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  then  inquired  if  it  was  in  order 
t*  move  to  take  up  the  bill  nuking  appropriations 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  tbe  Go- 
vernment for  the  year  1841. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  answered  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  WRIGHT..  Then  I  make  that  motion,  and 
I  give  notice  that  I  will  not  withdraw  it. 

The  bill  above  named  was  then  taken  up,  and 
the  question  being  m  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  they  were  concurred  in 
without  opposition. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  then  proposed  an  amend- 
ment relative  to  the  compensation  of.  officers  in  the 
federal  courts,  which  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
WRIGHT,  and  disagreed  to— Ayes  5,  noes  34. 

The  amendments  next  in  order  were  those  offered 
by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  first  of  which  proposed  to 


make  it  obligatory  on  every  collector  of  < 
naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  to  render  a  quarterly 
account  of  all  sums  of  money  received  or  collected 
for  fines,  penalties,  forfeitures,  or  seizures  of  goods, 
or  on  account  of  suits  instituted  for  frauds  against 
the  revenue  laws,  Ac.  Ac.  and  to  limit  the  remu- 
neration of  tbe  collector  to  f  6,000,  the  naval  of- 
ficer to  $5,000,  and  the  surveyor  to  #4,500. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  saM  he  always  heard  the  Se- 
nator from  Vermont  with  the  gieatest  attention, 
and  he  responded  to  every  word  that  Senator  bad 
now  uttered.  He  (Mr.  Calrouh)  should  be  glad 
to  see  this  Government  brought  back  to  its  original 
simplicity;  and  he  trusted  the  time  had  now  come 
to  bring  these  officers  down.  If  they  wished  to  al- 
lay the  excitement  of  their  Presidential  contests, 
this  was  the  time,  and  this  the  way  to  do  it;  for  so 
long  as  these  tempting  prizes  were  pat  in  the  wheel, 
the  excitement  would  continue.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site had  intimated  a  disposition  to  put  the  country 
in  a  posture  of  defence,  in  which  he  concurred,  and 
he  &honld  be  glad  to  see  it  done  systematically;  and 
he  begged  to  call  tbe  attention  of  honorable  gentle- 
men to  tbe  fact,  that  every  dollar  they  aaved  from 
these  officers  would  be  so  much  added  to  their 
means  to  put  the  country  in  a  state  of  defence. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  he  took  occasion  to  Fay,  be 
should  not  enter  into  any  scheme  of  defence,  un- 
less some  general  principles  were  settled  by  emi- 
nent military  and  naval  officers:  when  this  was 
done,  be  was  prepared,  and  should  be  on  all  occa- 
sions, to  advance  in  a  course  of  systematic  policy, 
and  to  place  this  country  where  it  ought  to  stand 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth* 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said,  that  he  should  be  grai- 
ned, under  proper  circumstances,  to  enter  into 
the  discussion  of  the  whole  subject,  but  the  time 
of  the  Senate  was  precious,  and  be  would  confine 
himself  strictly  to  a  very  brief  statement  of  the  ob- 
jects of  the  amendment.  He  had  conferred  wiib 
several  of  his  friends  in  relation  to  that  part  of  it 
which  comprehended  fine*,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
ures, and,  with  a  view  to  obviate  any  reasonable 
objection,  be  had  struck  it  out  altogether,  although 
he  believed  that  it  would  be  proper  to  modify  the 
existing  laws  even  in  that  respect.  Tbe  main  ob- 
ject of  tbe  amendment  was,  to  curtail  the  van  sa- 
laries now  received  by  the  collectors)  naval  officers, 
and  surveyors,  and  to  put  into  practical  operation 
the  law  of  1822.  This,  be  said,  was  but  carrying 
out  the  purpose  contemplated  by  thai;  and  had 
been  suggested  by  tbe  recent  developments  in  New 
York,  in  regard  to  the  late  collector  of  that  port. 
There  was  but  a  single  item  in  this  which 
was  not  to  be.  found,  in  truth,  within  the 
intention  of  tbe  act  of  1822.  The  terms  of  limi- 
tation u.<ed  in  that  were  des'gnel  to  cover  the 
whole  salary  of  those  officers,  as  then  fixed;  but  it 
seems  that  there  has  been  a  material  departure  from 
ihe  objects  expressed  in  ihe  law,  and  in  conformity 
with  the  principle  laid  down  in  a  recent  decision  ot 
one  of  the  circuit  ceuits  of  the  United  States,  the 
collector  of  New  York  claims  a  large  sum  of  pub- 
lic money.  This  amendment,  he  said,  gave  the 
mostaroph  salaries  to  the  officers  referred  to,  and 
provides  against  impositions,  such  as  have  been 
pracised  upon  the  Government  heretofore.  There 
was  but  a  single  item,  as  he  bad  stated,  that  of 
storage,  which  was  not  compehended  by  the  act  of 
1822.  The  manner  in  wbich  that  bad  been  made 
a  source  of  large  income,  particularly  in  the  city  of 
New  Yotk,  was  highly  reprehensible,  and  this 
amendment  in  thit  regard,  is  intended  to  remedy 
the  evil  by  subjecting  it  to  legal  regulation.  He 
said,  be  trusted  that  the  amendments  would  meet 
with  the  general  support  of  Senators  as  the  meana 
of  reform. 

In  conclusion,  he  would  ask  for  the  ayes  and 
noes  on  his  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted — ayes  40, 
noes  0,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Metsrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Bites.  Bay* 
ard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Chaate,  Clay  of 
Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Cu'hbert, 
Dixon,  Fulton,  Graham,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mouton, 
Nicholson,  Norvell,  Pierce,#Porter,  Premiss,  Pre*. 
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ion,  Roane,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  India- 
na, Southard.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall, 
Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— 40. 

Three  other  amendments,  proposed  by  Mr.  AN* 
DE&SON,  were  al>x>  adopted;  the  first  providing 
that  ail  stores  hereafter  rented  by  the  collector,  na- 
val officer,  or  surveyor,  shall  be  on  public  ac- 
count; the  recoad,  that  false  sweating  by  either  of 
the  above  meatioued  officers,  on  taking  the  oath  at 
the  rendition  of  his  account?,  shall  be  deemed  per- 
jury, and  be  prosecuted  as  such;  and  the  last,  that 
all  lavs  inconsistent  aith  the  fifth,  sixth,  and 
seventh  sections  o(  this  act,  should  be  thereby  re- 
pealed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  next  submitted  his  amendment, 
providing  that  the.  Librarian  of  Congress  should  be 
authorised  to  employ  an  additional  assistant  at  a 
yearly  compensation  of  $1,150,  commencing  De- 
cember L,  1841,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
amount  here  granted  was  deducted  from  tbe  sum 
of  #4.085,  appropriated  as  conurgent  and  other  ex- 
penses of  the  library. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  withdrew  an  amendment  which 
he  had  offered;  his  object,  he  said,  having  been  ac- 
complished in  an  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  wfaieb  bad  been  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
amend  men's  were  concurred  in,  and  tbe  bill  as 
amended  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  NORVELL,  from  the  Cemmittee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  improvement  of  the  harbors  on  the  Northern 
and  Northwestern  lakes,  with  various  amendment*: 
tbe  report  accompanying  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  tbe  Senate 
then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for 
the  year  1841. 

the  amendments  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  which  augmented  the  appropriations  for 
the  several  navy  yards  to  the  estimates  of  the  Navy 
Department;  which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALL  proposed  as  an  amendment  an  ap- 
propriation of  $10,000  to  maintain,  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  two  of  FrancU's 
lifeboats,  to  be  stationed  at  Rockaway,  N.  Y.  and 
Long  Branch,  N.  J.  which  was  agreed  to— ayes  18, 
noes  17. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  proposed  an  amendment 
appropriating  $3,000  for  house-rent  for  the  com- 
mandants of  the  navy  yards  at  Philadelphia  and 
Brooklyn;  which  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  PRESTON  proposed  an  amendment  appro- 
priating a  rum  of  money  for  defraying  the  expenses 
of  transporting  to  Washington  tbe  objects  of  natu- 
ral history  collected  by  the  Exploring  Expedition. 
After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  SEVIER  in  op- 
position, and  Messrs.  WALKER  and  TAPPAN 
in  favor  of  tbe  amendment — 

Mr.  KING  would  go  so  far  as  to  vote  an  ap- 
propriation to  transmit  these  articles  to  this  city 
if  they  were  to  be  placed  in  the  Patent  Office,  bat 
he  would  go  no  further,  if  it  were  intended  after- 
wards to  appoint  a  committee  to  attend  to  them,  or 
to  erect  a  place  in  which  they  should  be  kept. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  there  was  a  large  room  in 
the  Patent  -Office  which  that  Department  woald 
sot  require  for  some  years,  and  he  therefore  thoaght 
thai  would  be  the  proper  plan  in  which  these  things 
taeaJd  be  preserved  until  some  arrangement  c  aid 
be  made  by  which  they  could  be  made  beneficial  to 
the  country. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  in  matters  of  this  descrip- 
tion, which  were  likely  to  involve  other  c xper-di- 
tures,  great  caution  was  necessary,  and  be  should 
▼ote  against  tbe  amendment. 

Mr.  LINN  thought  it  was  possible  to  exercise 
too  much  caution;  be  should  desire  to  see  an  ana- 
tomy, as  it  were,  of  this  great  country,  thus  collect- 
ed, and  he  believed  the  Patent  Office  was  the  pro- 
per plac»,  which  had  been  contemplated  when  that 
building  was  erected. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted— a  yea  23, 
noes  10. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
amendments  made  as  in  committee  of  the  whole 
were  concurred  in,  except  one  offered  by  Mr.  Wall 
making  an  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  the  esta- 


blishment of  life  boats  aiftRockaway,  in  tbe  State 
of  New  York,  and  at  Long  Branch,  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  then  moved  aa  amendment 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  number  of  sta- 
tions from  9  to  9,  at  various  points  <  f  the  exten- 
sive seaboard  of  this  country,  and  the  appropria- 
tion from  $10,000  to  #50,000. 

Mr.  NORVELL  offered  an  additional  amend- 
ment for  the  establishment  of  various  similar  esta- 
blishments on  the  lakes. 

Mr.  SEVIER  likewise  submitted  an  amendment 
for  the  establishment  of  life-boat  stations  on  nu- 
merous points  of  the  Ohio  river. 

Mr.  WALL  said  it  was  obvious  these  amend- 
ments were  offered  for  tbe  purpose  of  destroying 
the  bill;  and  if  tbe  honorable  Senator  thought  the 
lives  of  onr  sailors  were  worthy  of  the  proposed 
appropriations  for  tbe  trial  of  such  an  experiment, 
they  would  vote  for  the  reconsideration  of  the 
amendment.  He  bad  offered  tbe  amendment  in 
good  faith;  for  he  deemed  the  safety  of  the  lives  of 
our  seamen  teqntred  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  reminded  the  Senate  that 
their  sand  was  almost  run,  and  that  to-morrow, 
without  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  no  appropriation 
bill  could  be  sent  to  the  President.  They  could 
not,  by  any  possibility,  do  much  more  busjne-s;  but 
if  i hey  passed  much  time  in  debate,  they  could  not 
do  that.  When  he  was  in  Congress  some  years 
ago,  it  was  understood  that  nothing  should  be  in- 
troduced into  an  approptiation  bili  beyond  that 
which  was  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  existing 
systems,  and  that  nothing  new  should  be  intro- 
duced. He  hoped  nothing  wou'd  would  be  added 
to  this  bill  beyond  that  principle,  and  that  the  Se- 
nator from  New  Jersey  would  withdraw  bis  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WALL  defended  bis  amendment,  and  said 

he  was  influenced  by  no  local  feeling  in  offering  it. 

Mr.  KINO  hoped  tbe  Senator  from  New  Jersey 

would  withdraw  his  amendment,  that  tbe  Senate 

might  proceed  with  its  businets 

Mr.  HENDERSON  consented  to  withdraw  his 
amendment,  but 

Mr.  WALL  refused  to  withdraw  the  amendment 
which  he  had  proposed;  and  he  asked  for  the  ayes 
and  noes  thereon. 

The  amendment  was  negatived— ayes  12,  noes 
36. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  cngrcsseJ,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  bill 
making  appropriations  lor  civil  and  diplomatic 
services  of  the  year,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
pawed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  certain  Indians,  after  being  considered  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  'bird  t  me,  as  was  akothe  bill 
making  appropriations  to  defray  the  expenres  of  a 
delegation  of  Seminole  Indians  from  Arkansas  to 
Florida  in  attempting  to  effect  a  pacification  of  the 
of  the  Florida  Indians;  and  the  bills  were  passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  army  for  the  year  1841,  wa*  taken  up  as  in 
committee  of  ike  whole,  and  several  amendments 
were  made  thereto,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  BEN- 
TON— one  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$25,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  site,  and  the  ba i ki- 
ll g  of  an  arsenal  at  ChaileMon,  S.  C.  and  ano- 
ther adding  $60,000  to  the  sum  of  $300,000  men- 
Hone  1  in  the  bill  as  the  appropriation  for  armories. 
He  said  $360,000  was  tbe  usual  appropiiaiion,  and 
$300,000  only  had  been  inserted  in  the  bill,  on  the 
mistaken  cur  potion  that  there  was  a  surplus  of 
$60,000  in  theT.eamry. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  an  appropriation  to  com- 
plete certain  military  roads,  and  he  hoped  he  should 
have  the  support  of  the  Senator  from  Son th  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Preston,]  who  had  iramfestrd  such  a 
desire  to  put  tbe  country  in  a  proper  Mate  of  de- 
fence. 

The  amendment  was  defeated  bv   Messrs.  SE- 
VIER, CALHOUN,  LINN,  ANDERSON,  FUL- 
TON, WRIGHT,  LUMPKIN,  and   WALKER, 
and  was  then  negatived — ayes  18,  no*s  99. 
Another  amendment,  offered  by  Mr.  SEVIER, 


making  an  appropriation  of  $95,000  for  the  re* 
moval  of  the  raft  on  Red  river,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  KINO  proposed  an  appropriation  of  $90,000 
for  a  marina  hospital  at  Mobile;  which  was 
not  adopted. 

Mr.  PORTER  proposed  an  appropriation  of 
$6,000  to  defray  the  expense  of  surveying  and  de- 
signating the  boundary  line  between  Michigan  and 
Wiskonsan;  which  was  debated  by  Messrs. 
WRIGHT,  LINN,  KING,  CLAY  of  Alabama, 
Bnd  PORTER,  and  was  opposed  on  the  ground  en 
which  some  previous  amendments  had  been  reject- 
ed, that  it  was  not  a  proper  appendage  to  tbe  army 
bill. 

The  bills  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  without  amendment,  an  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  certain  fortifications,  which  was 
considered  as  in  committee  of  tbe  whole,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed;  and 

Tue  Senate  then  took  a  recess  until  5  o'clock. 

IN  SENATE, 

Tuesday,  March  9,   1841. 

[Evening  Session.] 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROBINSON,  the  Committee 
( n  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  was  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  all  subjects  heretofore  re- 
ferred to  them,  and  unacted  on. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  tbe  support 
of  the  army  for  the  year  1841,  was  then  taken  up, 
the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  an  appropriation 
for  running  tbe  boundary  line  between  Michigan 
and  Wiskonsan;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrcsied  for  a  third  reading. 

Tne  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian 
Department  for  the  year  1841  was  ordered  to  be 
engiossed,  was  then  taken  up. 

This  proposition  gave  rise  to  an  animated  debate; 
the  contested  p(  int  beiog  the  provision  to  set  apart 
the  country  west  of  the  19th  degree  of  longitude  in 

Serpetuity  for  Indian  settlement,  Mr.  SEVIEB, 
fr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  KING,  in  the 
affirmative,  on  the  ground  of  the  impropriety  of 
confining  the  location  ol  these  Indians  to  the  fron- 
tier of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  and  Mr.  WALK- 
ER, Mr.  TAP?AN,  Mr.  WHITE,  Mr.  ALLEN, 
Mr.  BENTON,  Mr.  YOUNG,and  Mr.  WRIGHT, 
in  the  negative.  The  reconsideration  was  carrieu 
— ayes  31,  noes  19,  and  the  provision  was  stricken 
out. 

Mr.  SEVIER  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  ap- 
propriations fir  Indian  treaties.  In  his  opinion, 
there  was  no  propriety  of  making  trea'ies  for  the 
removal  of  the  Icdi&ns,  when  you  had  not  a  foot 
of  soil  to  put  them  on  when  you  had  removed 
thetu. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  amend  by  adding  $5,000 
for  the  expenses  of  the  Miami  treaty  in  November 
last,  wheh  wasagieed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  oidered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  sobmiited  a  letter 
fro  n  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  iransmi  ting  a 
communication  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
in  relation  to  the  annual  statement  of  commerce 
and  navigation;  trhich  wa*  laid  on  the  table,  and 
two  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  annual  statement 
ordeied  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
t  on  for  consideration: 

R  solved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  iequcs:ed  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
grets,  a  comparative  statement  of  the  condition  of 
the  public  defences  by  land  and  water,  and  of  all 
the  preparations  and  means  of  defence,  on  th*  fitat 
day  of  January,  1829,  and  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1841;  together  with  a  comparative  statement 
of  the  actual  and  authorized  strength  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States  on  the  same  days. 

Mr.  PRESTON  objected  to  its  consideration,  and 
it  lifs  over. 

The  bill  making  apptopriation  for  the  currett 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  Department, 
and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indian 
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tribes,  lor  the  year  1841,  was  read*  third  time,  and 
pawed* 

The  VJCE  PRESIDENT  then  rose,  and  ad- 
dressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Yesterday  I  intimated  to  the  Senate  that  I  should, 
gome  time  daring  the  session  of  this  day,  feel  it  my 
duly  to  retire  from  my  seat,  for  the  purpose  of  giv- 
ing the  Senate  an  opportunity  of  selecting  a  pre- 
siding officer,  for  the  convenience  of  organization 
on  the  4th  of  March;  and  1  have  selected  this  mc- 
ment  for  that  purpose,  and  to  separate  the  official 
ties  which  have  existed  between  myself  and  the 
members  of  this  body  for  the  last  four  years.  1 
have  much  doubted  the  propriety  of  making  any 
remarks  on  this  occasion.  What  I  say,  therefore, 
shall  be  very  brief,  because  the  time  would  not  per- 
mit, nor  would  it  be  proper  for  me  to  give  utter- 
ance to  all  that  my  feelings  suggest. 

In  taking  my  leave  of  the  members  of  this  body, 
language  is  inadequate  to  express  the  feelings  which 
agitate  my  bosom.  I  have  been  associated  with  a 
very  great  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Senate, 
not  only  here  during  the  last  four  years,  but  for 
many  years,  in  the  councils  of  our  common  coun- 
try; and  it  has  been  my  great  happiness,  during  that 
Ee'riod,  whatever  divetsity  of  opinion  or  sentiment 
as  eiisted  between  me  and  my  political  fiiends 
on  minor  points,  or  between  me  and  those  from 
whom  I  differ  on  points  of  greater  magnitude,  to 
know  that  my  personal  relations  with  them  have 
ever  been  kind  and  tender.  I  was  elected  to  the 
p'ace  I  occupy  by  an  equal  vote  of  the  Electoral 
College,  and  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Se- 
nate, after  having  served  my  country  for  the  term 
of  thirty-two  year*— two  years  iu  my  native  State 
as  a  member  of  its  Legislature,  and  thirty  years  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  either  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives  or  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate;  and  in  the  discharge  of  the  la- 
bors and  toils  which  devolved  upon  me  in  this  chair 
— humble  as  was  the  attempt  to  discharge  them 
faithfolly — my  station  has  b^en  rendered  pleasant 
and  agreeable:  and  I  must  not  omit  to  say  that 
whatever  momentary  agitation  or  excitement  in  de- 
bate may  have  interrupted  the  hirmony  and  quiet 
and  order  of  the  body,  I  can  declare,  with  truth 
and  with  candor,  that  such  has  been  the  generous, 
the  magnanimous  course  of  the  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  bocy,  and  particularly  such  has  been 
their  indulgence  towards  me,  who  never  studied 
the  rules  of  order  technically,  that  my  sta- 
tion here  has  been  rendered  pleasant  and 
agreeable.  And  if,  ia  the  discbarge  of  my 
official  duties,  I  have  ever  failed  to  gain  your 
approbation  or  to  meet  your  acquiescence  in  the 
course  I  have  pursued,  it  has  always  arisen,  not 
from  any  want  of  inclination,  bat  from  a  want  of 
ability  on  my  part  to  have  formed  them  better.  It 
has  been  my  constant  endeavor  to  act  with  perfect 
impartiality  towards  the  members  of  this  body.  I 
viewed  each  Senator  as  the  representative  of  a 
sovereign  and  independent  Slate,  and  as  entitled  to 
equal  consideration  from  me.  The  place  from 
whieh  I  am  about  to  retire,  will  be  occupied  by  a 
distinguished,  citiaen  of  Vireinia,  who  has  been 
called  by  the  voice  of  the  people  to  this  station; 
and  I  should  not  do  justice  to  myself  tf  1  did  not 
say  that  I  retire  from  it  without  the  least  dissatis- 
faction; for,  bumble  as  have  been  my  services  to 
my  country,  1  have  been  devoted  to  the  great  radi- 
cal and  fundamental  principle  of  submission  to 
the  voice  of  the  people  when  constitutionally  ex- 
pressed. 

I  now  return  to  you,  one  and  all,  my  grateful 
Acknowledgments  for  the  kindness  and  friendship 
which  have  always  been  extended  towards  me,  and 
wish  you  all  well,  whatever  destiny  may  attend 
you.  And  when  I  am  far  distant  from  you— as 
time  must  separate  us  all  even  here,  not  to  speak 
of  hereafter— as  long  as  I  shall  have  my  recollec- 
tion to  remember  the  associations  which  I  have  had 
with  this  body,  I  shall  always  be  animated  by  the 
sentiment  of  kindness  and  friendship  with  which  I 
take  my  final  leave  of  the  Senate. 

The  Vice  President  having  retired,  and  the 
chair  being  occupied  by  Mr.  ¥}ubbard, 

Mr.  MANGUM  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate: 

Aetofofrf  tmammeuiJy,  That  the  thanks  of  the 


Senate  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  the  President  of  the  Senate,  for  the 
d'gnity  and  impartiality  with  which  he  has  presided 
over  iu  deliberations. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  by  the  Secre- 
tary, 

Mr.  MANGUM  said:  I  do  not  know,  sir,  that  it 
will  be  out  of  place  in  me  to  rise  in  this  Senate,  on 
this  occasion,  to  notice  the  conduct  of  our  presiding 
officer,  for  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  that  gentleman  for  many  ymra 
past;  and  though  it  has  been  my  misfortune,  during 
a  great  portion  of  that  time,  to  take  different  views 
on  great  political  questions,  I  apprehend  that  I,  in 
common  with  the  great  portion  of  the  body  of  the 
people  of  the  United  Suites,  can  entertain  but  one 
sentiment  respecting  the  kindness  and  excellence  of 
his  personal  character;  for  his  kindness,  his  genero- 
sity, his  magnanimity,  have  placed  bim  high  in  the 
estimation  of  every  good  man,  without  respect  to 
political  distinctions.  I  but  give  vent  to  my  unaf- 
fected feelings  of  respect  on  this  occasion,  yet  I 
should  not  have  arisen  and  obtruded  myself  in  ad- 
vance of  others,  but  for  the  consideration  that  it 
would  proceed  with  a  better  grace  from  one  who 
has  taken  different  views,  but  whose  private  opi- 
nion of  that  distinguished  man  has  never  been  im- 
paired. I  therefore  move  the  unanimous  adaption 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said :  I  rise,  sir,  with 
peculiar  satisfaction  to  second  the  motion  of  my 
friend  near  me.  Perhaps  that  motion  should  have 
proceeded  from  myself,  as  one  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  State  from  which  that  gentleman  corner. 
I  should  most  undoubtedly  have  made  such  a  mo- 
tion, if  it  had  not  been  made  by  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina;  but  I  am  happy  that  my  friend 
has  thought  proper  to  offer  this  resolution.  Sir, 
without  meaning  to  refer  at  all  to  those  great  ques- 
tions of  national  policy  on  which  it  is  my  misfor- 
tune to  differ  from  the  Vice  President,  who  has 
just  retired  from  the  chair,  1  bear  a  willing  testi- 
mony to  his  worth.  He  potsestts  that  which  I 
consider  as  one  of  the  best  qualities  of  our  nature — 
an  excellence  of  heart,  and  a  kindness  of  disposi- 
tion and  of  feeling  towards  all  our  common  race. 
And  in  relation  to  the  station  he  has  filled,  I  can 
bear,  as  I  do,  with  equal  pleasure,  this  further  tes- 
timony, that,  on  all  occasions,  he  has  evinced  a  per- 
fect impartiality;  and  I  have  been  able  to  judge,  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  a  quality  amongst  the 
first,  if  not  the  very  first,  to  be  possessed 
by  the  presiding  officer  of  any  deliberative  body. 
Sir,  he  has  been  distinguished,  both  in  the  field  and 
the  cabinet  of  his  counry;  and  wherever  he  has 
been  known,  he  has  been  esteemed  and  beloved  for 
his  patriotism,  for  bis  worth,  and  for  his  kindness 
of  heart;  and  1  hope,  in  the  retirement  which  he  is 
about  to  enter,  be  may  continue  to  enjoy  that  fe- 
licity which  should  be  ever  felt  and  experienced  by 
those  who,  whatever  may  have  been  their  errors  of 
judgment— and  errors  of  judgment  all  must  have 
made  more  or  less— have  the  consciousness  of  hav- 
ing discharged,  according  to  their  best  judgment, 
their  duty  to  their  country. 

The  resolution  was  then  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  the  consideration  of 
Executive  business, 

Aud,  at  about  12  o'clock,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  March  2,  184ll 

Mr.  DOTY  of  Wiskonsan  asked  leave  to  intro- 
duce the  following  resolution;  which  was  objected 
to: 

Rtiolvti,  That  the  hours  from  twelve  to  half 
past  two  o'clock  be  set  apart  for  the  consideration 
of  Territorial  business-. 

Mi.  TILLINQHAST,  on  leave,  preten ted  reso- 
lutions of  the  Slate  of  Rhode  Island,  on  the  subject 
of  the  public  lauds;  which  were  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GRAVES,  also  on  leave,  presented  certain 
papers,  (the  nature  of  which  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained by  tbe  Reporter,)  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  there  was  a  motion 
pending  for  a  a  call  of  the  House. 


On  the  question  beiag  taken,  there  were— ayes 
47,  noes  20. 

So  a  cal.l  of  tbe  Hopse  was  ordered. 

The  Clerk  then  called  the  roll,  and  one  hundred 
and  forty  members  having  answered  to  their 
names,  and  a  quorum  being  present, 

All  further  proceedings  iu  the  call  were  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  question  now  recurred  on  the  motion  made 
yesterday  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson ,  that  the  rules  pre- 
scribing the  order  of  business  be  suspended,  to  enable 
him  to  submit  a  motion  that  the  House  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  revive  and  continue  the  corporate  ex- 
istence of  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 

On  that  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered, 
and  resulted— yeas  74,  nays  71. 

There  not  being  two-thirds,  the  rules  were  not 
suspended. 

The  House  then,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution 
adopted  yesterday,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Baioos  in  the  chair,)  and  took 
up  the  following 

SENATE  BILLS: 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Lemuel  White; 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  William  P.  Ratbbone; 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Hannah  Leighton; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Seeley; 

An  oct  for  the  relief  of  William  Jones; 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Charles  M.  Keller  and 
Henry  Stone; 

An  act  fer  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  John  E.  Bis- 
pham; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Avery,  Saltmarsh,  and 
Co.; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Carter; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bogy; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  *  Jean  Baptiste  Comean; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  H.  Harrison; 
and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel  E> 
lava. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  oat  tbe 
enacting  clause  of  the  last  named  bill. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  C.  JOHNSON, 
MOORE,  RARIDEN,  BRBCKBNRIDQE,Ll£AD- 
BBTTER,  DILLET,  SMITH  of  Maine,  POPE, 
WISE,  DOWNING,  and  CRABB,  the  questioa 
was  taken  on  striking  out  the  enacting  clause,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Tbe  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bills, 
with  various  amendments,  to  the  House. 

The  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Miguel 
Eslava,  and  the  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  A. 
Harrison,  were  laid  aside  till  tomorrow,  and  the 
others  were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

After  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Avery,  Saltmarsh 
and  Co.  had  passed, 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  the  vote  on  its 
passage  be  reconsidered. 

No  action  was  taken  on  the  motion.  It  will 
come  up  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANDERPOEL,  the  House 
then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Wise  in  the  chair,) 
and  took  up  the  bill  providing  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Academy  fer  the  year  1841. 

After  the  bill  had  been  read  through, 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  read  by  clauses,  and  there 
being  no  amendment  offered,  it  was  laid  aside  to  be 
reported. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  the  committee  take  op 
the  bill  making  appropriation  for  surveys,  and  other 
purposes;  which  motion  was  agreed  to] 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and  numerous 
amendments  offered;  pending  the  consideration  of 
which,  the  hour  having  arrived,  the  House  took 
its  usual  recess. 

[Evening  Session.] 

After  the  recess— 

The  House  resumed  its  session  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  after  ;some  time  spent  therein,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported 

Tbe  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  for  1841, 
without  amendment. 
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Also  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  surreys 
aad  other  purposes,  without  coming  to  any  resolu- 
tion thereon." 

The  above  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  tap- 
port  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  was 
then,  after  some  debate,  which  will  be  noticed 
hereafter,  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate. 

The  Hoase  then  went  ioto  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  considered  the  ameodments  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government  for  1841. 
PEES  OP  NEW  YORK  COLLECTOR. 
The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  general  appropriation  bill, 
restricting  the  allowances  of  the  Collector  of  the 
easterns  at  New  York, 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  the  InvestigatingCommit- 
lee  appointed  some  years  since,  discovered  that  the 
CoHeetor  of  the  port  of  New  York  received  im- 
mense asms  from  storage,  in  addition  to  bis  regu- 
lar salary;  aad%  in  consequence  of  a  report  made 
by  that  committee,  the  salary  of  the  collector  was 
restricted  in  1839  to  $4,000.  That  officer  had  then 
admitted  that  he  made  a  profit  of  7  per  cent,  on  the 
protest  money  retained  in  his  bands.  He  bad  been 
ordered  by  the  Department  to  pay  over  these  mo- 
neys to  the  Government,  bat  he  had  positively  re- 
farad  to  da  so,  replying  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  that  **be  intended,  when  he  should  go  ont 
of  office,  to  have  his  accounts  settled  according  to 
Shrewsbury  clock-"  This  same  collector  had  now 
resigned;  bat  he  was  not  a  defaulter;  oh  no!  there 
was  now  a  more  refined  phrase  in  use— he  "re- 
tained the  fees,"  (which  amounted  to  the  moderate 
hole  sum  of  $  140,000.)  Yet  every  other  charge  he 
had  made  in  the  settlement  of  his  account,  had 
been  allowed  by  the  Department.  What  should 
have  been  done  with  such  a  man,  when  he 
refused  to  pay  ever  moneys  belonging  either 
to  the  merchants  of  New  York;,  or  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  State*?  He  ought  to  have 
been  "expunged."  The  Government  ought  to  have 
clipped  his  official  head  off  his  shoulders,  and  said, 
*so  much  for  Hoy  t."  Instead  of  this,  the  Govern- 
ment might  cry,  "so  much  for  our  $140,000." 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  observed,  he  was  compel- 
led to  say  a  few  words  in  reply;  and  what  he  said,  t 
should  be  on  his  responsibility  as  a  member. 
A  great  many  vague  and  erroneous  rumors  were  in 
circulation  about  this  affair  of  Mr.  Hoyt,  and  he 
would  now  state  it  as  he  had  understood  it  to  be 
from  the  best  authority.  He  would  state,  in  the 
first  place,  that  the  balance  retained  in  Mr.  Hoyt's 
hands  was  only  $40,000,  and  the  greater  part  of 
this  was  for  official  fees  received  by  him.  It  had 
formerly  been  thought  that  the  bill  fixing  the  salary 
of  the  collector,  cut  off  all  fees  for  entries,  per- 
mits, etc;  and  under  this  impression,  the  predeces- 
sors of  Mr.  Hoyt  had  paid  over  these  fees  to  Ihe 
department.  But  Mr.  Hoyt,  on  further  examina- 
tion, had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  law  did 
not  forbid  him  to  receive  these  fees;  and,  in  this 
opinion,  he  claimed  to  be  supported  by  a  decision  of 
Judge  Story,  establishing  a  legal  distinction  between 
'^emolument*"  and  "fee?:"  and  as  the  law  cut  off 
only  "emoluments,"  be  insisted  that  'fees"  did  not 
come  under  its  provisions.  The  Treasury  resisted 
this  interpretation  of  the  collector,  and  sued  Mr. 
Hoyt  for  the  amount  of  fees  in  his  bands.  The 
matter  had  been  submitted  to  the  President,  who, 
after  a  personal  examination  of  the  question,  had 
decided  against  the  collector,  and  ordered  him  to 
be  sued;  be  and  his  sureties  had  been  prosecuted 
accordingly,  and  Mr.  Hoyt  bad  been  ordered  to 
jdeposite  the  balance  in  coort,  to  abide  the  issue  of 
As)  suit.  On  this  the  collector,  seeing  what  was 
coming,  resigned,  and  had  net  paid  over  the  money 
a*  ordered.  Mr.  V.  said  be  was  personally  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  Hoyt's  bail,  and  believed  them 
so  he  worth  moie  than  five  times  as  much  as  the 


amount  claimed  by  the  Government  to  be  due 
from  him.  He  believed  and  hoped,  too,  that  Mr. 
Hoyt  himself  was  able  to  pay  it. 

Mr.  Hoyt  had  offered  to  discbarge  the  du- 
ties of  the  office  till  a  successor  should  be 
appointed,  but  the  President  had  refused  the  offer, 
and  nominated  a  successor,  and  the  Senate  had 
confirmed  the  nomination.  Mr.  Hoyt  was  the  po- 
litical and  personal  friead  of  the  President;  but  the 
latter  would  not,  it  seems,  treated  him  more  leni- 
ently than  he  had,treated  others  who  retained  mo- 
ney under  circumstances  somewhat  similar. 

He  would  add  one  word  on  the  subject  of  fees. 
The  collector  had  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving, 
as  was  said  by  many,  and  believed,  from  $  10,000 
to  f  1 5,000,  in  the  shape  of  storage,  and  nearly 
$1 5,000  more  in  the  form  of  fees.  The  fees  had 
been  excluded  by  the  amendment  adopted  in  the 
Senate,  but  the  storage  had  been  always  conceded, 
as  a  perquisite  of  the  collector's  office  at  New 
York;  but  the  Senate's  amendment  proposed 
to  cut  that  off  also.  There  were  no  public  stores 
in  New  York.  The  collector,  therefore,  hired 
buildings  on  his  own  account,  and  on  all  goods 
stored  there  he  charged  importers  for  storage. 
The  section  in  the  act  of  1839,  to  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wki)  referred,  as  cutting 
off  storage,had  no  more  to  do  with  that  subject  man 
a  text  from  the  Heidelberg  Catechism.  But  the 
effect  of  the  Senaters  amendment,  which  would 
soon  be  read,  was  to  cut  off  all  fees,  and  leave  the 
collector  to  bis  salary  of  $4,000,  and  his  storage  to 
the  extent  of  $9,000  more,  now  put  together  in  one 
sum  of  f  6,000.  In  addition  to  this,  the  collector  got 
one-sixth  of  all  seizures,  fines,  and  forfeitures; 
which  seemed  a  necessary  incentive  to  vigilance  in 
preventing  frauds  and  abases. 

Mr.  MORGAN  observed  that  his  colleague  had 
defended  the  New  York  collector. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  had  not;  he  had 
merely  stated  the  facts,  and  not  by  way  of  defence. 

Mr.  MORGAN  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that,  in- 
stad  of  being  a  defaulter  only  to  the  amount  of 
$40,000,  it  would  turn  out,  when  the  facts  were 
fully  investigated,  as  they  soon  would  be,  that  this 
man  was  a  larger  defaulter  than  Price*  The 
claims  of  Mr.  Hoyt  were  understood  to  be  over 
$300,000,  under  the  pretext  of  a  guarantee  for  his 
responsibilities  for  seizures.  Mr.  M.  suspected  he. 
would  be  found  treading  in  the  footsteps  of  his  pre- 
decessor. 

The  committee  having  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  re- 
ported to  the  House. 

The  amendments  were  then  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  and  the  Clerk  directed  to  apprise  the  Se- 
nate of  that  fact 

After  the  disposal  of  motions  relative  to  private 
business,  an  account  of  which  will  be  given  here* 
after, 

At  ten  minutes  before  10  o'clock, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BBATTY, 

The  Hoase  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Wednesday,  March  3, 1841. 
The  Senate  was  called  to  order  by  the  Secretary, 
and  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  President  pro  tem- 
pore, and  the  votes  being  counted,  the  following 
was  declared  to  be  the  result: 
Whole  number  of  votes     ....       30 
Mr.  King  received      .        .        •         16. 

Mr.SODTHARD      ....  9 

Scattering  ....  5 

Mr.  KING,  having  received  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  votes,  was  declared  to  be  duly 
elected;  and  having  been  conducted  to  the  chair  by 
Mr.  Burrow  and  Mr.  Calhoust,  in  a  short 
and  pertinent  address,  expressed  his  grateful  sense 
of  the  manifestation  of  the  kindness  and  confidence 
of  his  brother  Senators.  It  had  been  his  fortune  to 
preside  over  thai  body,  as  President  pre  tempore,  for 


several  years:  how  he  had  discharged  the  duties  of 
that  station  was  known  to  every  Senator  present. 
He  had  ever  attempted  to  'discharge  those  duties 
with  faithfulness  and  with  the  utmost  impartiality. 
During  the  short  period  that  remained  of  the  pre* 
sent  session,  he  hoped  to  continue  to  give  evi- 
dence to  the  body  of  the  same  desire  to  dis- 
charge faithfully  the  duties  of  the  station  to  which 
they  had  called  him. 

He  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  he  had  wit- 
nessed on  several  occasions  at  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sions of  Congress,  a  degree  of  excitement .  which 
did  nor,  in  his  opinion,  comport  with  the  grave 
duties  of  the  Senate,  and  which  was  calculated  to 
impair  the  weight  of  their  deliberations,  and  was 
not  calculated  to  facilitate  the  despatch  of  their  busi- 
ness. He  trusted  that  spirit  would  be  banished 
for  the  residue  of  the  session,  and  that  they  should 
be  actuated  by  that  spirit  of  kindness  and  courtesv, 
and  of  eelf  as  well  as  personal  respect,  which  out  at 
to  characterize  the  deliberations  of  that  body,  con- 
sisting of  the  representatives  of  great,  of  sove- 
reign, and  of  independent  States.  But  if,  unfor- 
tunately, there  should  be  any  departure  from  strict 
order,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  check  it  instantly; 
it  was  an  obligation  which  he  felt  rested  upon  him 
to  do  so,  but  at  the  same  time,  she  should  doit 
in  no  spirit  of  unkindness.  He  trusted,  however,  he 
should  have  no  occasion  to  exercise  the  power 
with  which  they  had  invered  him,  and  tbat  they 
should  part  as  they  naa  met,  with  sentiments  of 
good  feeling  and  kind  fellowship. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  the 
Committee!  on  Revolutionary  Claims  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  all  the 
subjects  heretofore  referred  to  them,  and  unact- 
ed on. 

Similar  motions  were  made  by  Mr.  PIERCE, 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  Mr. 
NORVELL,  fiom  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Milita- 
ry Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Major  General  Jesup,  reported  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist 
was  reasonable,  that  it  ought  to  be  granted,  and  it 
would  be  accomplished  by  the  printing  of  the  memo- 
rial, which  he  accordingly  moved,  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

ftf  r.  STURGEON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pa- 
tents, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Ha- 
zard Knowles,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  fur- 
ther consideration,  and  that  the  memorialist  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  papers;  which  wa*  agreed  to. 

The  following  resolution  submitted  some  days 
since  by  Mr.  Henderson,  was  considered  and 
agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  famish  the  Senate,  as  soon  as  convenient,  either 
at  this  or  the  next  session  of  Congress,  with  the  best 
information  he  may  obtain  of  the  practicability  of 
establishing  a  foundry  and  manufactory  of  arms 
on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  river,  between  St. 
Louis,  in  Missouri,  and  Memphis,  in  Tennessee, 
giving  bis  opinion  as  to  the  site  most  practicable, 
with  his  reason  therefor,  predicated  oa  the  ad- 
vantage and  stability  of  the  river  bank,  its  con- 
venient supply  of  ore,  fuel,  bealthfulness  of  the 
locality,  and  other  considerations  promotive  of  the 
objects  of  such  an  establishment. 

The  following  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Benton,  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, a  comparative  statement  of  the  condition  of 
the  public  defences  by  land  and  water,  and  of  all 
the  preparations  and  means  of  defence,  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1839,  and  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1841;  together  with  a  comparative  state- 
ment of  the  actual  and  authorized  strength  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States  on  the  same  days. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Knight,  from 
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the  Committee  on  the  Contingent  Expenditures  of 
the  Senate,  allowing  additional  compensation  to 
the  assistant  doorkeeper,  and  to  the  messengers, 
pages,  and  laborers  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration. 

The  resolution  was  opposed  by  Mr.  HENDER- 
SON, and  advocated  by  Meters.  FULTON,  NOR- 
VELL,  PORTER,  and  CLAY  of  Alabama,  and 
was  agreed  to— ayes  29,  noes  6. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Military 
Academy  for  the  year  1841,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  WALKER  proposed  an  amendment  appro- 
priating $20,000  for  the  continuation  of  the  military 
and  geographical  surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi; 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  from  the  Committee  en  Pa- 
tents, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  promoting 
the  progress  of  useful  arts  by  securing  the  right  of 
invention  and  copy-right  to  proprietors  of  new  de- 
signs for  manufactures  for  a  limited  time,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  House  bill 
concerning  navy  pensions  and  half  pay  was  taken 
up,  and  the  amendments  of  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs  bavins  been  concurred  in, 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  10  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  provide  for  the  widows  of  those  who  have  died 
or  may  die  in  the  jervice;  which  was  rejected,  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Military 
Academy  for  the  year  1841,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PIERCE,  the  Ssnare  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  House  bill  to  ex- 
tend, (or  five  years,  the  act  approved  July  7, 1838, 
granting  half  pay  and  pensions  to  certain  widows. 

Mr.  P.  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  which 
would  embrace  within  its  provisions  those  em- 
braced in  the  law  of  1836;  which  Mr.  P.  advo- 
cated at  some  length.  He  was  followed  in  the  de- 
bate, in  which  the  policy  of  the  pension  system  was 
discussed,  and  in  which  Messrs.  WALKER, 
HUNTINGDON,  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  BEN- 
TON,  PRESTON,  CALHOUN,  BATES,  MER- 
RICK, WRIGHT,  and  BUCHANAN,  partici- 
pated, and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  concerning  navy  pensions  and  half  pay 
coming  up  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  bo  which  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  for 
the  purpose  of  proposing  an  amendment  in  relation 
to  the  widows  of  those  who  have  died  or  may  die 
in  the  service. 

The  motion  to-  reconsider  was  lost— ayes  17,  noes 
23;  and  the  b'll  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
xens  of  Pennsylvania,  stating  several  provisions, 
which,  in  their  opinion,  should  be  incorporated  in 
any  bankrupt  bill  that  might  pass  the  Senate:  the 
memorial  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  then  took  a  recess  until  5  o'clock. 

[Evshimo  Session  ] 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  in  relation  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  public  lands;  which  were  laid  en  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  as  there  was  no  business 
before  the  Senate,  he  would  submit  the  following 
resolution  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  finished 
the  legislative  business  before  them,  are  ready  to 
adjourn. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TAPPAN, 

Offered,  That  a  joint  committee  be  appointed  to 
waint  on  the  President  ot  the  United  States,  and 
notify  him  that,  unless  he  have  other  communica- 
tions to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  they 
are  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  and  Mr.  WRIGHT  were  ap- 
pointed said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  making  compensation  to  the  State  of 
Maine  for  the  services  of  her  militia,  came  hack 
Iron  the  House  with  an  amendment,  appropriating 


$208,000  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  expenses  in- 
curred on  account  of  militia  called  out  to  protect 
her  inhabitant*  against  Indian  aggression. 

The  hill  was  taken  up,  and  the  question  being 
on  concurring  in  the  amendment  of  ihe  House; 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  moved  to  emend  the 
amendment,  authorizing  the  auditing  and  settle- 
ment of  the  claim  of  Alabama  for  expenditures  in- 
carred  in  calling,  out  her  militia  for  similar  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  C.  urged  with  much  earnestness  the  justice 
of  this  claim*  and  the  propriety  of  providing  for  its 
auditing  and  settlement.  He  was  followed  by 
Messrs.  SOUTHARD,  MANGUM,  PRESTON, 
LINN,  BAYARD,  SEVIER,  MERRICK. 
WRIGHT,  and  PIERCE,  when 

Mr.  MANGUM  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  demanded  (he  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Clat  of  Alabama,  and  decided 
in  the  negative— ayes  14,  noes  14,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Benton,  Clay  of 
Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Nicholson,  Nor  veil,  Pierce,  Sturgeon,  Tall- 
madge,  Walker — 14. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Choate,  Henderson, 
Huntington,  Porter,  Preston,  RivevRu£gles,Smiih 
of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tappan,  Wall^White,  Wil- 
liams, Wriaht— 14. 

Mr.  PIERCE  then  proposed  an  amendment  ap- 
propriating $6,000  in  payment  of  the  claim  of  New 
Hampshire  ror  services  of  her  militia;  which  was 
negatived — ayes  14,  noes  16. 

The  question  then  coming  up  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  of  the  House  in  relation  to  the  claim 
of  Georgia,  Mr.  CUTHBERT  addressed  the  Se- 
nate in  support  of  the  motion,  and  submitted  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  favor  of  the 
claim,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in—yeas 
27,  noes  3.    The  bill  wa*  then  passed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  having  obtained  the  floor,  said 
that  the  joint  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  State?,  and  inform  him 
that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  were  ready  to 
close  the  present  session  by  adjournment,  reported 
that  they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  them, 
that  the  President  informed  them  he  had  no  further 
communication  to  make,  and  expressed  bis  warm 
wishes  for  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  their  safe  return  to  their  families. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  then  moved  that  the  Senate  ad- 
journ. 

Previous  to  putting  the  question,  the  PftjtsiDfirr 
pro  fern,  in  a  few  brief  and  pertinent  remarks,  took 
leave  of  the  Senate,  and  the  motion  being  carried 
in  the  affirmative, 

The  Senate  adjourned  sine  die. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wednesday,  March  3,  1841. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  asked  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Betolved,  That  the  Clerk  be  authorized  to  pro- 
cure from  the  respective  publishers,  and  furnuh 
such  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  as 
have  not  received  them  under  former  orders,  the 
following  books,  and  pay  for  the  same  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  Honse,  being  such,  in  part, 
as  have  been  supplied  to  members  of  the  last  and 
preceding  Congresses,  viz:  the  Congressional  do- 
cuments compiled  by  order  of  Congress,  emitled 
State  Papers,  the  Register  of  Debates,  Elliot's  De- 
bates Contested  Elections,  and  the  Land  Laws  and 
opinions  compiled  by  order  of  the  Senate;  but  no- 
thing herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  autho- 
rize the  reprinting  of  either  of  the  above  workv. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  MITCHELL  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  prescribing  disorder  of  business. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays — 
yeas  72,  nays  58— not  two- thirds. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  Senate  bill  entitled 
MAn  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  A.  Harrison/' 
Which  was  laid  aside  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  having  explained  briefly  the 
principles  involved  in  the  bill, 


Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  BOYD  said  he  hoped  that  the  gentleman 
wonld  not  press  bis  motion  until  an  explanation 
could  be  made  on  the  other  side.  It  is  true,  Mr. 
Speaker,  (remarked  Mr.  B.)  at  is  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Hopkins,]  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  have 
reported  against  the  passage  of  the  Mil  on  jour 
table;  but  it  is  also  true  (and  I  state  it  as  an  offset 
to  the  committee's  report,)  that  the  bill  has  passed 
the  Senate  twice,  and  that,  too,  as  I  understand, 
without  one  dissenting  voice. 

Mr.  Harrison,  the  Postmaster  at  Paducah,  Ken* 
tucky,  (said  Mr.  B.)  swears  that  a.  certain  amount 
of  money  in  his  possession,  belonging  to  the  Post 
OrT^ce  Department,  was  consumed  by  fire,  under 
circumstances  which  rendered  it  utterly  impossible 
for  him  or  any  body  else  to  save  it.  A  number  of 
respectable  citizens  of  the  town  state,  in  a  memo- 
rial accompanying  the  bill,  that  the  post  office  was 
kept  in  an  eligible  place,  and  in  a  suitable  boose 
near  the  centre  of  a  tront  row  of  buildings  in  said 
town;  the  whole  of  which  row  of  buildings  was, 
together  with  all  the  principal  part  of  the  town, 
and  nearly  every  species  of  property  contained 
therein,  wholly  consumed.  The  fire  was  at  the 
dead  hour  of  the  night,  and  the  destruction  of  pro- 
perty was  immense. 

The  honesty  and  private  worth  of  Mr.  Harrison 
is  also  fully  proved,  but  on  this  point,  I  myself 
can  bear  testimony.  I  have  known  that  man  ever 
since  I  was  three  feet  big*,  and,  sir,  from  that  time 
up,  I  have  never  heard  him  charged  with  a  dis- 
honorable act.  But,  sir,  nobody  seems  to  doabt 
the  truth  of  Mr.  Harrison's  statement  The.com* 
mitteedonet  assume  that  there  is  any  reason  to., 
doubt  on  that  point.  But  they  reported  against  the 
bill  because  they  were  of  opinion  that  there  existed 
no  precedent  in  our  previous  legislation,  involving 
the  principle  assumed  in  the  bill.  Now,  sir,  on  this 
point  I  beg  Uave  to  call  the  attentiono'  gentlemen 
to  a  case  directly  in  point.  I  allude  to  toe  ease  of 
J.  D.  Hay,  in  1814.  He  was  postmaster  at  Yin- 
cennes,  Indiana,  and  lostabont  the  same  amount  of 
post  office  money  by  fire  which  Mr.  Harrison 
did.  Mr.  H.  took  an  oath  as  to  the  circum- 
stances and  amount  of  the  loss.  His  neigh« 
bors  bore  testimony,  in  like  manner,  to 
his  good  character,  and  Congress  relieved  him  . 
from  the  payment  of  the  money.  New,  sir, 
If  it  was  right  to  relieve  Mr.  Hay  then,  I  appeal  to 
gentlemen  to  say  if  it  is  not  also  right  to  relieve 
Mr.  Harrison  now.  There  are  other  cases,  said 
Mr.  B.  and  a  great  number  of  them,  which  might 
be  cited,  having  a  strong;  bearing  as  precedents  to 
justify  the  passage  of  this  bill.  But,  sir,  I  will  not 
detain  the  House  to  give  them  in  detail-  I  knot 
that,  to  ensure  the  destruction  of  a  measure  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
make  a  long  speech  about  it.  That  the  ends  of 
justice  will  be  met  by  the  adoption  of  this  mearure, 
there  can  be  no  doubt;  and  I  do  hope  gentlemen 
will  withdraw  their  opposition,  and  that  the  bill 
will  be  passed. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  ADAMS  in  favor  of, 
and  by  Mr.  CONNOR  in  opposition  to,  the  bill, 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr, 
L.  WILLIAMS,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— 
ayes  85,  noes  62. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table.- 

Tbe  question  now  recurred  on  agreeing  with  the 
amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Miguel  Eslava." 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  RARIDEN,  the 
House  refused  to  concur  in  the  amentdment  and 
the  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SERGEANT,  the  House  took 
up  Senate  bill  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  heirs 
of  Agnes  Dundas-,"  also, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CURTIS,  Senate  bill  to  abo- 
lish the  office  of  Surveyor  of  the  Customs  of  Gam- 
tuck  Inlet,  North  Carolina;  which  bills  were  seve- 
rally read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CRABB  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rales 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  to  reorganise 
the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States;  but  the 
motion  did  not  prevail. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the 
House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  considered  the  amendments  of  the  So* 
sate  10  the  Naval  Appropriation  bill. 
And  ths  same  having  been  concurred  in, 
The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  Academy 
at  West  Point,  was  next  considered,  and  also  con- 
corrrd  in. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  Army  bill 
were  then  considered,  and  concurred  in. 

Hie  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making 
appropriation  for  the  destiinte  Kickapoo  Indian?, 
and  for  the  removal  of  the  Swan  Cteek  and  Black 
Rivtr  Indians  of  Michigan,  Were  adopted,  with  the 
exception  of  that  in  favor  of  Clements  Bryan,  and 
Co.  On  this  amend  me  nt  a  debate  arcs*,  which  had 
not  terminated  when  the  House  took  its  usual  ie- 
ceas. 

EveviHo  Session 
After  the  recess — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  the  Com- 
mittee rote  and  reported  on  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  army,  navy,  and  Indian  appropria- 
tion bills,  leaving  to  be  considered  hereafter  the 
amendment  relating  to  Clements,  Bryan  and  Co. 

Mr.  SERGEANT,  from  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, on  leave,  made  the  following  report: 

"The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  whom  was 
referred  sundry  memorials  from  citizens  ot  New 
York,  complaining  of  the  official  conduct  of  Al- 
fred Conkliog,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Northern  District  of  New 
York,  and  also  a  letter  from  Judge  Conkling  to  the 
Hon.  Christopher  Morgan,  explanatory  <  f  his  con- 
duct in  the  particular  complained  of  in  the  memo- 
rial, report: 

"That,  having  duly  considered  the  complaint 
and  the  explanation,  they  are  of  opinion  that  there 
is  aotgrovnd  for  the  interposition  of  the  power  of 
this  House.  In  coming  to  this  conclusion,  they 
would  not  be  understood  to  approve  the  conduct  of 
Judge  Conkling,  nor  even  to  acquit  him  of  some  im- 
propriety in  the  instance  complained  of.  In  say- 
ing; to  the  recognitors,  after  the  verdict  was  given, 
(as  he  admits  he  did,)  *1  extremely  reget  the  small 
respect  you  have  shown  for  your  oaths,'  he  was 
making  an  imputation  beyond  the  line  of  his  doty, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  mutual  regard  by  judges 
and  jurors  for  each  other'3  rights  and  feelings  which 
is  essential  to  the  due  administration  of  justice. 

"Box  the  committee  do  not  believe  that  there  was 
any  corrupt  motive  on  the  part  of  the  judge,  and 
they  think  that  a  single  instance  of  the  undue  in  flu 
ence  of  excitement,  though  it  must  be  disapproved, 
ought  not  to  be  visited  with  undue  severity.  Re- 
peated Incidents  of  the  same  kind,  should  they  oc- 
cur, might  be  deemed  characteristic,  and  as  such 
to  renuife  a  corresponding  measure  of  correction, 
lest  the  effect  might  be  to  injure,  if  not  to  destroy, 
the  administration  of  justice.  The  proper  applica- 
tion of  one  such  occurrence  is  to  let  it  serve  as  an 
admonition  to  guard  against  the  indulgence  of  tem- 
per, and  especially  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  un- 
due motives  where  tbey  are  not  legitimate  subjects 
of  inquiry. 

"The  committee,  therefore,  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

"Jbsoived,  That  ihe  committee  he  discharged 
from  the  fanner  consideration  of  the  subject" 

Mr.  CURTIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of 
the  8team  Navigation  Companies,  praying  an  alte- 
ration of  the  law  of  debentures  so  that  drawback  of 
duties  may  be  allowed  upon  foreign  coals  exported 
from  the  United  States,  and  consumed  on  board  of 
steamships  on  the  high  seas;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed.  t 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  (he  state  of  the  Union.  Mr. 
aUmcoLW  was  called  to  the  chair  of  the  committee. 
Mr.  EVANS  moved  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  militia  claims  of 
ihe  State  o*  Maine. 

Mr.  TURKEY  called  for  the  consideration  of 
tne  urftaished  business  of  the  committee,  to  wit: 
tfja  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  makiog 
an  appropriation  for  the  relief  of  destitute  Kickapoo 


Mr.  WISE  insisted  that  these  amendments  was 
the  bdsiness  actually  before  the  committee  without 
a  quftftion. 

The  CHAIR  assented 

Mr.  GRAVES  then  claimed  that  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  surveys  and  tight-houses,  which 
was  before  the  committee  yesterday,  and  remained 
unfinished,  took  precedence  of  any  thing  »Ue. 

Much  confusion  here  arose  as  to  precedence  of 
business. 

The  House  at  length  resumed  the  consideration 
vf  ihe  amendment  to  the  bill  roakina  appropria- 
tions for  the  relief  of  destitute  Kickapoo  Indians, 
and  fur  the  removal  of  Swan  Creek  and  Black 
River  Indians. 

The  question  pending  was  on  a  proposition  to 
make  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  providing  for 
the  claim  of  Bryan,  Clements  and  Co,  conform  to 
a  proposition  submitted  by  the  Committee  of 
Claims  of  this  House  for  the  settlement  of  the  same 
case. 

Mr.  STANLY  opposed  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  unless  the  amendment  of  this  House  was 
adopted,  in  which  case  be  would  vote  for  it. 

An  animating  and  exciting  debate  took  place  on 
this  claim,  in  which  it  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
CLARK,  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  and  GAL- 
BRAtTH;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  TILL1NG- 
HAST,  WISE,  GRAHAM,  GIDDINGS,  and 
RUSSELL. 

Mr.  LEET  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  no 
time,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  session,  to  make 
apologies  for  trespassing  upon  the  attention  of  the 
committee;  therefore,  I  offar  none.  It  may  be  per- 
mitted to  me,  however,  to  say,  that  I  would  not 
have  risen  on  this  occasion,  did  I  not  consider  and 
believe  the  proposition  now  pending  to  be  fair,  and 
such  as  ought  to  be  adopted;  and,  furthermore,  did 
I  not  think  that  it  was  the  determination  of  those 
honorable  gentlemen  who  are  hostile  to  the  mea- 
sure, to  defeat  its  passage  by  the  use  of  arguments 
which  in  their  estimation  may  induce  honorable 
members  to  vote  in  the  negative.  Why,  Mr. 
Chairman,  what  are  we  invoked  to  do?  Is  it  to 
^make  a  direct  appropriation  of  any  particular  sum 
of  money?  No.  The  Senate  amendment,  now  un- 
der discussion,  creates  a  tribunal  to  which  the 
claims  of  Clements,  Bryan,  and  Co.  shall  be  re- 
ferred, and  directs  that  the  claim  shall  be  deter- 
mined according  to  principles  of  equity.  Without 
intending  now  to  go  at  any  length  into  the  merits 
of  this  claim,  I  desire  merely  to  remark  that,  as  I 
understand,  the  persons  named  in  the  amendment 
entered  into  a  contract  with  the  regularly  consti- 
tuted agents  of  this  Government,  in  the  year  1838, 
for  furnishing  provisions  for  the  Cherokee  Indians 
in  their  march  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi;  that 
in  pursuance  of  that  contract,  a  part  of  the  provi- 
sions were  actually  furnished,  on  which  a  profit  was 
made,  and  then  the  contract  was  abrogated  by  the 
Government  agents;  in  consequence  of  which,  the 
contiactors  sustained  a  heavy  loss.  The  loss  was 
the  greater,  because,  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  the  contract,  a  large  amount  of  provisions  had 
been  purchased. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  does  it  not  appear  as  clear 
as  any  thine  canto,  that  the  claim  of  these  persons 
w  predicated  upon  a  breach  of  contract  on  the  part 
of  the  agents  of  the  Government? 

Mr.  WISE  here  said,  with  the  permission  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Lbbt,]  be 
would  ask  him  a  question.  Does  be  know  that 
there  ever  was  such  a  contract  as  he  speaks  of? 
Did  he  ever  see  it  himself? 

Mr.  LEET  proceeded  to  say,  that  in  reply  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he  would  re* 
mark,  that  be  had  not  seen  the  contract  in  question; 
but  he  had  been  informed  by  those  in  whom  he 
could  repose  full  confidence,  that  such  a  contract 
had  been  entered  into;  and  he  would  further  say, 
tbat  from  the  information  given  him,  he  believed 
such  a  contract  did  exist.  He  believed  it,  as  he 
would  feel  bound  to  believe  any  fact  which  his 
honorable  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wis*]  might 
tell  him  of. 

Mr.  WISE  then  read  from  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Private  Claims  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  a  clause  staling,  in  tubetaute,  that  J| 


the  contract  was  subject  to  the  approval  of  Genera 
Scott,  and  that  bonds  were  required  to  be  given. 
f  Mr.  LEET  continued  and  said:  Mr.  Chairman, 
suppose,  if  you  choose,  that  this  contract  was  sub-  . 
jest  to  the  approval  of  General  Scott,  vet  still  it 
shows  no  reason  wherefore  this  amendment  should 
not  prevai  1.  Were  not  a  pai  t  of  the  provisions  fur- 
nished? Was  not  that  an  approval  of  the  contract? 
Surely  it  was. 

I  am,  said  Mr.  L.  just  now  again  assured,  by  a 
friend  from  Tennessee,  that  there  was  a  contract, 
and  that  its  requirements  were  complied  with  by 
Messrs.  Clement*,  Bryan,  and  Co.  Now,  sir, 
this  amendment,  as  I  said  before,  does  not  directly 
appropriate  money,  but  imposes  upon  the  Secretary  . 
of  War  the  duty  of  ascertaining  and  liquidating 
the  damages  sustained  by  the  claimants,  and  autho- 
rizes that  the  sum  ascertained  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury.  In  Pennsylvania,  which  I  have  the 
honor  in  part,  in  my  humble  manner,  to  represent, . 
we  are  accustomed,  in  cases  of  claims  against  ihe  Go-  . 
vernment,  growing  out  of  contracts  with  individuals, 
and  especially  when  accounts  are  to  be  carefully 
and  patiently  examined,  to  refer  the  matter  to  some 
tribunal  who  may  have  time  for  investigation. 
Loco  Fsco  as  I  am,  (as  gentlemen  of  the  Opposition 
are  woat  to  call  me  and  the  party  with  whom  I 
act,)  I  am  entirely  willing  to  confide  the  settlement 
and  final  adjustment  of  this  business  to  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  [Mr.  Bell]  who  will,  in  a  day  or  so, 
be  the  Secretary  of  War.  Such  an  arrangement 
would  be  fair  as  between  individuals;  and  surely  it 
cant  be  unfair  as  between  the  Government  and  an 
individual  er  individuals.  But  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr*  Wisa]  says  we  are  as 
competent  as  any.  tribunal  that  can  he  erected,  to 
decide  the  amount,  if  any,  due  to  the  claimants; 
and  therefore,  ws  should  not  transfer  this  power. 
Doubtless  the  honorable  members  of  this  House  in- 
dividually are  altogether  capable  of  doing  as  the 
gentleman  says,  but  can  we,  as  a  House,  now  do 
it?  Can  we  hope  now,  in  the  midst  of  the  confu- 
sion and  noise  of  the  last  hours  of  ihe  session,  sa- 
tisfactorily to  ourselves  and  the  country,  settle  and 
determine  this  matter?  Why,  sir,  at  this  moment,opon 
the  eve  of  our  adjournment  without  day,  anxious  as 
every  honorable  member  is  to  turn  bis  face  homeward, 
the  apparently  unavoidable  confusion  would  seem 
to  me  to  utterly  forbid  any  attemdt  at  a  patient  in- 
vestigation of  the  amount  due  these  claimant*. 
Why,  sir,  a  mad  can  hardly  bear  himself,  though 
he  speaks  with  a  stentorian  voice. 

Sufficient  has  been  made  manifest  to  prove,  that 
these  penons  named  in  the  amendments  have  an 
equitable  claim  against  the  Government.  I  cannot 
see  why  we  should  not  provide  for  their  getting  an 
impartial  and  patient  hearing.  Shall  we,  sir,  say 
to  these  men,  who  have  been  knocking  at  your  door 
for  a  hearing,  Go  thy  way,  it  is  not  now  convenient 
to  inquire  into  these  accounts  between  you  and  the 
Government?    Would  that  be  fail?    I  think  not. 

As  regards  the  technical  objection  taken  by  hono- 
rable gentlemen,  I  will  not  detain  the  committee  in 
discussing.  I  look  at  the  justice  of  the  matter,  aid 
believing  the  claim  to  be  fair,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  be  prejudiced  by  the  passage  of  the 
amendment,  I  shall  therefore  cast  my  vote  for  it. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  of 
this  House  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate— Ayes 
73.  noes  91. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  any  one  could  tell  him 
who  were  the  actual  claimants  in  this  case. 

Mr.  STANLY  said  it  was  useless  to  contend  any 
longer;  there  were  too  many  claimants  wilhin  fas 
birr,  (laying  much  emphasis  on  the  last  words.) 

Mr.  WISE  made  further  remarks  as  to  who  are 
the  owners  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  WATIEBSON  said  there  were  no  persons 
whatsoever  concerned  in  the  claim  but  those  whose 
names  appeared  on  the  face  of  it— Clements,  Bry- 
an, <fc  Co.  the  Co.  was  intended  to  cover  Gen.  Cle- 
ments, the  brother  of  the  claimant  now  here. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  Mr-  W.  if  he  asserted  this  on 
own  knowledge,  or  from  information  from  other*? 
Mr.  WATTERSON.    On  my  own  knowledge. 
Mr*  WISE  then  read  a  portion  of  the  report  of 
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Committee  of  Claims,  stating;  a  suspicion  of  ucrtt 
partners. 

Mr.  BROWN  of  Tennessee  gave  a  fall  state- 
ment of  the  ownership  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  CLARK  thought  it  was  a  question  the 
House  had  nothing  to  do  with;  the  question  to  be 
decided  was  as  to  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  claim* 

The  question  was  then  put  to  concur  m  in  ihe 
amendment  of  the  Senate — ayes  95,  noes  5*2. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted* 

Mr.  EVANS  then  called  for  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  mihtia  claim*  of  the 
State  of  Maine. 

The  question  being  pat  on  taking  up  the  bill, 
there  appeared— ayes  92,  noes  33. 

So  ttie  bill  was  taken  into  consideration  by  the 
committee. 

Having  been  read — 

Mr.  DAWSON  proposed  te  amend,  by  a  provi- 
sion appropriating  $208,618  to  pay  the  militia  of 
Georgia  for  serviced  rendered  in  the  Indian  war. 
The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  PROPFiT  inquired  what  amount  of  money 
was  requred  to  pay  the  militia  of  Maine;  and  he 
wished  to  know  by  what  anthority  the  militia  were 
called  out.  He  wished  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  be 
limited  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  EVANS  answered  that  the  accounts  were 
not  audited,  and,  consequently,  the  amount  was 
not  ascertained.  That  Maine  had  paid  about  $600,- 
000,  but  did  not  expect  to  get,  through  this  bill,  over 
§900,000;  leaving  the  State  of  Maine  to  pay  out  of 
her  own  Treasury  about  |400,000.  The  troops 
were  called  out  by  the  Governor  of  Maine,  and  not 
by  the  United  States,  as  the  militia  of  Georgia,  Ala- 
bama, Tennessee,  and  other  Staus,  had  been  called 
out.  Mr.  E.  then,  with  great  earnestness,  advo- 
cated the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  W. 
THOMPSON,  amended  by  restricting  the  sum  to 
f305»000. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  then  moved  an  amendment  to 
cover  the  claims  of  New  Hampshire  for  militia 
called  out  at  Indian  Stream. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Maine  objee'ed  tp  the  amendment 
as  out  of  order,  for  the  reason  that  a  bill  was  pead« 
in*  before  the  House  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  substantially  the  same. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  referred  to  a  note  accom- 
panying the  role. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  if  Mr.  Athertojt  appealed? 

Mr.  ATHERTON  appealed,  and  argued  in  sup- 
port of  the  appeal. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  stood:  Ayes^ 
50,  noes  40     No  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  insisted  that  the  question 
should  be  taken  again. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  argued  in  favor  of  the  ap- 
peal. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  took  the  same  ground. 

When  the  question  being  put,  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  tustained— ayes  72,  noes  65. 

Mr.  LEWIS  then  moved  an  amendment  to  co- 
ver the  claim  of  Alabama  for  services  of  militia  in 
the  late  Creek  war. 

Mr.  TRfPLETT  inquired  if  the  claim  of  Ala- 
bama bad  been  presented  and  reported  on  by  any 
committee. 

Mr.  LEWIS  answered,  the  claim  had  not  been 
presented  or  reported  on;  he  had  not  had  an  op- 
portunity to  present  the  claim,  but  the  memorial 
had  been  his  possession  many  weeks.  The  claim 
he  believed  to  stand  upon  the  same  footing  as  that 
of  Georgia,  which  had  just  been  voted  in. 

Mr.  CRABB  stated  that  the  claim  bad  been  pre- 
rented,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  many  weeks  ago,  but  not  reported  on. 

The  amendment  was  adopted— ayes  68,  noes  53. 

Mr.  DODGE  offered  the  following  amendment, 
viz: 

"For  the  payment  of  the  Iowa  militia,  called  into 
service  upon  an  order  from  the  Governor,  in  ac- 
cordance with  a  requisition  from  the  United  States 
Marshal,  $14,000.*' 

Mr.  DODGE  said  that,  during  the  last  summer, 
in  conformity  with  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  Secretary  of  War 
had  appointed  Lient  D.  Ruggles,  of  (he  United 
/States  army,  to  muster  the  Iowa  militia,  called  in- 
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to  service  upon  a  requisition  from  the  United  States 
marshal.  That  officer  had  performed  the  duty 
which  was  thus  assigned  him,  in  a  most  gentleman- 
ly and  correct  manner,  (which  Mr.  D.  knew  from 
his  own  personal  knowledge,)  and  had  made  his 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  whom  it  was 
submitted  to  this  House,  and,  on  Mr.  D's  motion, 
referred  to  rue  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
That  committee  had  agreed  upon  a  report,  which 
tbey  had  not,  as  yet,  had  an  opportunity  of  present- 
ing  to  the  House,  but  with  which  he  (Mr.  D.)  had 
been  furnished  through  the  politeness  of  one  of  its 
members,  [Mr.  Allkn,]  and  which  he  would  send 
to  the  Chair,  that  it  might  be  read  for  information, 
not  doubling  but  that  the  appropriation  would  be 
willingly  voted  when  members  heard  and  fully  un» 
derstood  the  grounds  upon  which  the  claim  was 
predicated. 

The  report  having  been  read, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  South  Carolina  said  that  he 
had  given  his  consent  privately,  that  the  report  bhoald 
be  brought  into  the  House;  but,  nevertheless,  felt 
himself  bound  to  oppose  the  amendment  a«  setting 
a  dangerous  precedent  in  timikar  cases  which  migth 
hereafter  arise.  Mr.  T.  concluded  by  expressing 
his  opinion  that  no  necessity  had  existed  for  calling 
out  the  militia  of  Iowa,  and  that  the  Governor,  in 
doing  so,  had  acted  impioperly. 

Mr.  WISE  strenuously  advocated  the  amend- 
ment, and  said  he  wo  old  vote  for  it,  because  he 
considered  the  appropriation  asked  for  to  be  just 
and  proper,  and  the  account  presented  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Iowa,  made  out  in  compliance  with 
existing  laws.  He  had  always  believed  that  the 
Governor  and  people  of  the  Territory  were  right 
in  the  course  which  they  had  pursued  in  relation  to 
her  boundary,  and  conceived  that  every  friend  of 
State  Bights  was  bound  to  stand  up  for  Iowa. 

Mr.  W.  remarked  that  Iowa  had  started  fair  in 
support  of  State  Rights;  and  he  could  not  see  how 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  thorough-going 
Nuilifier  as  Mr.  was  in  other  days,  could  oppose 
the  amendment;  for,  if  what  he  had  heard  was 
true,  that  gentleman  had  even  patted  little  children 
on  the  head  because  they  were  nullifiers.  Now, 
although  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  no  nuilifier,  yet  he 
patted  little  Iowa  upon  the  head  for  resstrng  the 
incursions  of  the  armed  force  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri. 

Mr.  DODGE  said  that,  although  be  had  no  dis- 
position to  protract  this  debate,  he  felt  himself 
bound  to  disabuse  the  minds  of  the  committee,- as 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Thomp- 
son] had  clearly  intimated  that  the  authorities  in 
Iowa  had  acted  prematurely  in  this  matter,  and 
had  been  the  first  to  call  out  a  military  force. 
Such  (said  Mr.  D.)  was  not  the  truth.  Iowa  made 
no  display  of  military  force  until  driven  to  it  by  an 
unjust  and  unholy  attempt  upon  the  part  of  Mis- 
souri  to  extend  her  jurisdiction  beyond  Sullivan's 
line— the  line  which  Missouri  had  recognised,  by 
the  mest  solemn  acts  of  legislation  upon  her  own 
part,  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  as  her  trne 
northern  boundary. 

Mr.  D>  thanked  God  that  Iowa  had  a  Governor 
(Robert  Lucas)  and  a  people  who  would  stand  up 
for  her  rights  when  and  wherever  assailed.  Even 
admitting,  as  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
contended,  that  tie  call  on  the  militia  wa*  Illegal 
and  improper — which  he  (Mr.  D.)  could  never 
do — still  it  would  be  obligatory  upon  Congress  to 
pay  the  militia  of  Iowa,  because  they  had  acted  in 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  officers  whom  the 
Government  had  placed  over  the  people  of  the 
Territory,  and  whom  tbey,  as  law-abiding  citizens, 
were  bound  to  obey. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  D.)  this  call  was  made  upon  us  in 
the  midst  of  win*er,  when  the  snow  upon  the  ground 
was  a  foot  in  depth— to  defend  what?  Why,  sir, 
your  territory,  and  maintain  the  boundaries  which 
you,  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  bad  assigned 
to  us  in  our  organic  act;  and,  sir,  if  our  Governor 
and  people  had  acted  otherwise  than  they  did  act* 
it  would  have  been  a  dereliction  of  duly  upon 
their  part,  for  which  tbey  would  have  deserved  the 
reproach  of  every  true-spirited  American.  A 
thousand  militiamen  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
were  marched  upon  our  line  for  the  purpose  of 


collecting  taxes  from  us,  and  aa  attempt  was  «?en 
made  to  possess  themselves  of  one  of  the  counties 
of  our  Territory.  And,  sir,  instead  of  being  re- 
proached by  members  of  this  body,  the  Governor 
and  people  of  Iowa  deserve  the  thanks  of  Congress 
for  the  prompt  and  manly  manner  in  which  tbey 
shouldered  their  muskets  to  repel  an  insolent  and 
tyrannical  invasion  of  their  dearest  rights  and  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  D.  concluded  by  expressing  hi*  sincere  hope 
that  the  House  would  make  the  appropriation 
which,  it  seemed  to  him,  was  demanded  by  every 
principle  of  right  and  justice. 

Mr.  JAMESON  rose  to  say  that  whenever  the 
question  of  the  boundary  line  between  Missouri 
and  Iowa  should  come  up  before  the  House,  be 
would  pledge  himself  to  show  to  any  disinterested 
person  that  the  right  of  Missouri  to  the  soil  con- 
tended for  was  as  clear  as  noon-day.  He  said  be 
felt  constrained  to  say  this  much,  lest  silence  on  bis 
part  might  be  construed  into  an  acquiescence  in  the 
views  of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa. 

Mr.  J.  gave  notice  that  if  the  amendment  just 
proposed  should  be  adopted,  he  would  move  one  to 
pay  the  militia  of  Missouri  for  similar  services. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  POPE,  DAVIS 
of  Kentucky,  and  ALLEN  vt  Ohio,  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  and  by  Messrs.  CAMPBELL  of 
South  Carolina,  and  UNDERWOOD  in  opposition 
to  it, 

Tbe  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DOWNING  then  proposed  an  amendment 
to  cover  claims  for  the  services  of  militia  of 
Florida. 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  ah  amendment  for  the 
benefit  of  volunteers  of  Missouri  who  went  to  Flo- 
rida some  years  ago. 

The  amendment*  were  voted  down. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and 
report  tbe  bills  acted  on. 

Mr.  WHITE  of  Louisiana  insisted  on  moving 
an  amendment  to  refund  to  Louisiana  moneys  paid 
by  her  for  her  militia  serving  in  the  Florida  war 
several  years  ago. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  bill  to  refund  the  duties  on  the  French  ship 
Alexandre  was  then  taken  up,  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  reported  to  tbe  House. 

The  bill  of  this  House  concerning  tonnage  duties 
on  Spanish  vessels  was  then  taken  up,  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  their  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  destitute  Kiek- 
apoo  Indians,  <fcc.  to  which  the  Committee  ot  die 
Whole  reported  their  agreement,  were  then  again 
read,  and  all  concurred  in,  except  that  for  the  relief 
of  Clements,  Bryan  and  Company:  on  this  tbe  yeas 
and  nays  weie  taken,  and  it  was  carried:  yeas  99, 
nays  58. 

So  the  bill  was  finally  passed,  with  Clement*, 
Bryan  and  Company  included  in  it. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  mihtia 
claims  of  the  State  of  Maine  then  came  up. 

The  previous  question  was  then  moved  anJ  car- 
ried. 

And  the  question  was  pat  on  tbe  amendment 
making  provision  for  the  Georgia  militia  claims* 
It  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted  as 
follows:  For  the  amendment  8Q,  against  it  69. 

The  question  was  then  also  pat  on  the  amend- 
ment making  provision  for  the  militia  claims  of 
Alabama.  It  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  re- 
sulted as  follows:  For  tbe  amendment  41,  against  it 
110. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
and  the  question  being  put*  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative:  ayes  60,  noes  73. 

Toe  questien  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  was 
then  pniand  carried:  ayes  92,  noes  81. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  thiid  time  and 
passed. 

THANKS  TO  SPEAKER  HUNTER. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  raid  he  respectfully  ashed  the  at* 

tention  of  the  House  for  one  moment.    He  rose  ID 

offer  the  usual  tribute  of  respect  to  the  pfeavhaf 

officer  of  this  House.    For  that  purpose  he  woajJ 
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end  a  resolution  to  the  Chair,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  receive  the  cordial  and  unanimous  approba- 
tion of  everygentleman  present. 

Reapfswrf,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Hon  Roasar  M.  T.  Hdxtee  for  the 
able,  impartial,  and  dignified  manner  in  which  he 
has  discharged  the  duties  of  the  Chair  daring  the 
26  h  Congress. 

This  resolution  was  read,  and,  on  the  question 
being  pat  thereon,  (by  Mr.  Dromoool*,  who  tem- 
porarily occupied  ihe  chair,)  it  was  agreed  to,  una- 
nimously. 

The  rates  beiog  suspended  for  the  purpose,  the 
usual  resolutions  of  compensation  for  messengers, 
pages,  and  watchmen,  were  moved. 

And  the  previous  question  being  moved, 

Bir.  BARNARD  sent  the  following  to  the. table, 
where  it  was  read,  as  it  might  influence  the  vote  on 
the  previous  question: 

"ResoJecrf,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  di- 
reettd  to  furnish  to  such  members  of  the  present 
House  of  Representatives  as  have  not  already  re- 
ceived them,  such  books  as  were  furnished  to  the 
members  of  the  last  House:  provided  that  this  re- 
solution shall  not  be  construed  to  authorize  the  re- 
printing of  any  of  said  books." 

The  resolution  baring  been  read, 

Mr.  KBIM  moved  to  amend,  by  including  the 
workmen  on  the  public  grounds  in  the  list  of  at- 
tendants for  whom  extra  compensation  was  asked; 
but  the  amendment  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  the  main 
question  was  pat,  and  the  resolutions  for  compensa- 
tion to  attendants  were  adopted. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  a  bill  to  es- 
tablish an  additional  land  office  in  Alabama  for  the 
sals  of  Cherokee  lands.    The  motion  was  refused. 

Mr.  REED  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  ihe  Senate  to  the  bill  concerning 
navy  pensions  and  half-pay. 

Mr.  CUSHING  objected  to  the  consideration  of 
(he  said  amendment?,  on  the  ground  that  the  amend- 
ments and  bills  recently  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  not 
been  definitely  acted  on,  and  until  they  were  acted 
on  and  disposed  of,  nothing  could  be  taken  up  by 
the  House,  unless  on  a  suspension  of  the  rules.. 

The)  SPEAKER  decided  in  favor  or  Mr.  Run's 


Mr.  CUSHING  appealed,  and  the  Speaker's  de- 
cision was  affirmed. 

And  the  question  was  put  on  air.  Ram's  motion, 
and  it  was  lost. 

[Nora. — These  amendments  were  not  afterwards 
considered  or  acted  upon.  The  bills  did  not,  there- 
fore, finally  pass— the  amendments  having  remain- 
ed unacted  upon.] 

FRANKING  PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  to  of- 
fer a  joint  resolution  to  declare  that  the  franking 
privilge  of  members  of  Congress  who  may  not  be 
re-elected  shall  not  be  cut  off  by  an  extra  session 
tfl  Congress,  but  shall  extend  to  ihe  first  Monday 
of  December  after  they  shall  cease  to  be  members. 

On  the  question  to  suspend  there  were,  ayes  89, 
noes  54. 

There  not  being  two-thirds,  the  question  was 


BANKS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  that  he  was  desirous  of  do- 
ing an  act  of  justice  to  the  District  of  Columbia 
by  taking  up  the  bill  to  continue  the  corporate  ex- 
istence of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Colombia; 
with  this  view  he  moved  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and,  being 
taken,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  100,  nays  59. 

There  not  being  two-third5,  the  rules  were  not 
suspended,  nor  was  the  bank  bill  acted  upon  at  all. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  sundry 
communications,  vis. 

CLAIMS  ON  HAYTI. 

Washington,  March  9, 1841. 
7b  ike  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  toe  accompanying  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  13th  ult.  on 
the  subject  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  Vnited 


States  on  the  Government  of  Hay  t i.  The  informa- 
tion called  for  thereby  is  in  the  course  of  prepara- 
tion, and  wilt  be,  without  doubt,  communicated  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
M.  VAN  BURBN. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  sets  forth 
that  it  is  impracticable  to  furnish  the  information 
called  for  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the 
papers  being  numerous  and  scattered  through  a  va- 
riety of  document?. 
OPINIONS  OP  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

Washington,  March  3,  1841. 
To  the  House  of  Repretcntatwtt: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  re- 
port from  the  Attorney  General,  with  the  accompa- 
nying documents,  in  compliance  with  the  request 
contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  33d  of  March  last. 
M.  VAN  BURBN. 
Office  of  the  Attorney  General, 
March  1, 1841. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  State: 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  referred  to  this  office, 
and  adopted  on  the  23d  of  March,  1640,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

"Retobtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and 
communicated  to  this  House  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session,  all  the  opinions  of  the  At- 
torney General  and  other  officers  connected  with 
the  Executive  which  give  construcliontto  the  public 
laws  not  of  a  temporary  character;" 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  all  such 
opinions  of  the  Attorney  Generals  of  the  United 
States  as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain.  Previous  to 
the  year  1817  no  record*  of  such  opinions  were  pre- 
pared. It  has,  therefore,  been  necessary  to  procure 
them,  as  far  as  practicable,  from  the  different  De- 
partments and  offices  to. which  they  were  sent;  but 
many  which  were  no  doubt  given  before  that  period 
are  not  now  to  be  found. 

I  have  the  honor,  Ac. 

H.  D.  GILPIN. 

List  of  Attorney  Qtnerata  of  the   United  States. 

Edmund  Randolph  of  Virginia,  appointed  Sep- 
tember 36, 1789. 

William  Bradford  of  Pennsylvania*  appointed 
January  37, 1794. 

Charles  Lee  of  Virginia,  appointed  December 
10,  1795. 

Levi  Lincoln  of  Massachusetts,  appointed  March 
5, 1801. 

Robert  Smith  of  Maryland,  appointed  March  3, 
1805. 

John  Breckenridge,  Kentucky,  appointed  Au- 
gust 7, 1805. 

Csssar  A.  Rodney  of  Delaware,  appointed  Janu- 
ary 30, 1807. 

William  Pinkuey  of  Maryland,  appointed  De- 
cember 11, 1811. 

Richard  Ruth  of  Pennsylvania,  appointed  Fe- 
buary  10, 1814. 

William  Wirt  of  Virginia,  appointed  December 
16,  1817. 

John  M.  Berrien  of  Georgia,  appointed  March  9, 
1839. 

Roger  B.  Taney  of  Maryland,  appointed  July  30, 
1831. 

Benjamin  F.  Butler  of  New  York,  appointed 
November  15, 1833. 

Felix  Grundy  of  Tennessee,  appointed  Septem- 
ber 1,1838. 

Henry  D.  Gilpin  of  Pennsylvania,  appointed 
January  11, 1840. 

BRITISH  SEIZURES  AND  SEARCHES  AND 
SLAVE  TRADE.  . 

Washington,  March  3, 1841. 
To  the  Howe  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
compliance  with  their  resolution  of  the  30th  Janu- 
ary last,  a  report  from  the  Setretary  of  State,  with 
accompanying  documents. 

M.  VAN  BURBN. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale  merely  com- 
municates copies  of  papers  called  for  by  the  House, 
in  relation  to  recent  seizures  or  searches  of  any  of 
our  vessels  upon  the  coast  of  Africa  or  elsewhere 
by  the  British  cruisers  or  authorities,  and  the  cause 


of  the  same,  and  the  authority  under  which  made; 
and  of  correspondence  between  the  Governments  of 
the  United  Stales  and  Great  Britain  relating  to  the 
African  slave  trade  since  the  3d  March,  1837;  as 
well  as  of  communications  from  N.  P.  Trist,  Con- 
sul of  the  United  States  at  Havana,  refating  to  the 
African  slave  trade.  The  documents  aie  exceed- 
ingly numerous,  and  will  make,  when  printed,  a 
large  volume. 

INDEPENDENT  TREASURY. 
A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  large  number  of  additional  reports 
and  paper;,  called  for  by  the  House  on  the  30th 
January  last,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  In* 
dependent  Treasury  law. 

STATE  BANES. 
.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  the  returns  of  the  State  Banks  for  the 
last  year,  collected  by  the  Treasury  Department 
and  furnished  the  House  under  a  resolution  of  the 
10th  July,  1833.  Two  thousand  extra  copies  of 
this  document  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  JONES  of , Virginia. 

From  the  Treasury  Department,  accompanied 
with  an  abstract  of  the  official  emoluments  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  officers  of  the  customs  for  the 
year  1840. 

CANAL  LANDS  IN  OHIO. 
From  the  Treasury  Department,  accompanied  by 
a  report  of  the  Commissioner  ef  the  General  Land 
Office,  containing  information  called  for  by  the 
House-  on  the  17ih  December,  1840,  in  relation  to 
the  sale,  since  1st  January,  1836,  of  surplus  or  ad- 
ditional sections  or  parts  of  sections,  lying  along 
and  adjoining  the  alternate  sections  on  the  Miami 
canal,  in  Ohio,  and  withheld  from  sale  at  the  same 
time  with  the  said  alternate  section.*,  as  beiog  within 
them,  showing  to  whom  sold  and  at  what  land  of- 
fice; at  what  time  and  for  what  price;  and  whether 
patents  have  issued,  and,  if  not,  whether  it  is  in- 
tended to  issue  them;  with  copies  of  instructions 
relating  to  the  withholding  lands  from  sale  on  the 
route  of  the  canal  and  on  the  Auglaize  river,  to- 
gether with  the  correspondence  with  the  officers  of 
the  land  offices  and  other  persons  on  the  subject  of 
these*lands. 

EMIGRANTS. 
From  the  Department  of  8tate,  with  a  statement 
of  the  number  and  description  of  passengers  who 
arrived  in  the  United  States,  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, in  the  yeir  1840,  so  far  as  returns  have  been 
received  at  the  Department.  The  returns  are  in- 
complete; they,  howVvtr,  show  that  115,906  per- 
sons came  to  the  United  States,  by  sea,  during  the 
year.  We  had  to  take  some  trouble  to  ascertain 
this  result,  as  the  statement  sent  to  the  House  is 
not  added  up. 

From  the  Treasury  Department,  accompanied 
by  a  statement  of  contracts  made  by  the  Depart- 
ment during  the  year  1840;  a  statement  of  pay- 
ments made  at  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1840, 
an  account  of  miscellaneous  claims,  for  which  ap- 
propriations were  not  specially  made.  These 'pay- 
ments were  all  for  services  rendered  on  account  of 
land  claims  in  Florida,  and  were  paid  to — 
Samuel  L.  Burritt,  a  lawyer,  for  counsel 

and  fees  ....    #625 

Thomas  Douglas        do  do    .     375 

John  M.  Fontaine,  translations  .  .415 

Rosalie  B.  Reid,  clerk  to  Judgeof  Eastern 
District,  from  1st  October  to  31st  De- 
cember, 1839    .  .180 
Alexis  M.  Andrew,  clerk  to  same  Judge, 

quarter  ending  30th  September,  1840  33 

Also,  accompanied  with  the  statement  of  the 
marine  hospital  fond  for  the  year  1839— from  which 
it  appears  that  there  were  collected,  in  that  year, 
#66,311  83,  and  expended  #122,536  31. 
CANAL  LANDS  IN  OHIO. 
From  the  Treasury  Department,  with  a  report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  un- 
der a  call  of  the  House  of  33d  December  last,  , 
showing  what  part  or  surplus  or  additional  sections 
or  parts  of  sections  lying  along  and  adjoining  and 
within  the  line  of  alternate  sections  on  the  Miami 
canal,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  withheld  from  sale 
at  the  same  time,  has  been  sold  since  the  1st  Janu- 
ary, 1830,  to  1st  January,  1836;  to  whom  sold,  at 
what  office,  and  at  what  price;  with  copies  of  nl\ 


830 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


foatruetioM  relating  to  withholding  from  sale  land* 
on  the  route  of  said  Miami  canal,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  as  alternate  sections  on  .said  canal. 

HORSES,  Ac.  LOST  IN  INDIAN  WARS. 

From  the  War  Department,  with  a  long  report  of 
the  Third  Auditor,  in  answer  to  a  call  of  the  House 
for  a  statement  of  the  number  of  claims  presented 
for  horses,  Ac.  lost  in  the  campaigns  In  Florida 
against  the  Indians;  the  number  that  have  been  al- 
lowed, and  the  reasons  why  the 'others  have  not 
been  allowed;  as  also,  for  similar  information  in 
relation  to  claims  growing  out  of  the  Black  Hawk 
Indian  war. 

From  the  War  Department,  with  a  report  from 
the  Colonel  of  Topographical  Engineers,  furnish- 
ing information  required  by  the  House  in  relation 
to  the  sale  of  tools,  Ac.  used  on  the  public  works 
on  the  great  Northern  and  WW  tern  lakes. 
MAIL  ROUTES. 

From  the  Post  Office  Department,  with  a  list  of 
mail  routes  in*  operation  on  the  30ih  June,  1840,  in 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Sooth  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Florida,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Wiskon- 
san,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alaba- 
ma, Mississippi,  Arkansas,  and  Louisiana,  with  di- 
agrams delineating  said  routes,  and  distinguishing 
them  by  their  different  grades  of  service.  A  simi- 
lar report,  covering  the  other  States,  was  made  to 
the  House  en  the  27th  January  last.  The  reports 
show  the  amount  of  receipts  of  each  office  thereon, 
so  far  as  the  same  has  been  ascertained,  for  the 
year  ending  30th  June,  1840,  and  the  annual  cost  of 
tarnsportation  of  each. 

INDIAN  SCHOOLS  IN  KENTUCKY. 

From  the  War  Department,  with  a  repoit  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  in  answer  to  a 
call  of  the  House  on  the  31st  December  last,  re- 
specting the  fulfilment  of  stipulations  in  the  Choc- 
taw treaty,  made  at  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  for  the 
support  of  schools;  which  stipulations,  it  appears, 
were  executed  by  educating  Indian  youths  at  the 
Great  Crossings,  in  Scott  county,  Kentucky. 
INDIAN  DISBURSEMENTS. 

From  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, with  copies  of  such  accounts  as  have 
been  rendered  by  persons  charged  with  the  dis- 
bursement or  application  of  moneys,  goods  or 
effects  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indian*,  from  1st  Oc- 
tober, 1839,  to  30th  September,  1840;  with  a  list  of 
the  names  of  all  persons  to  whom  goods,  moneys 
or  effects  have  been  delivered  within  the  «n»» 
period— specifying  the  amount  and  object,  the 
amount  accounted  for,  and  the  balance  in  the  hands 
of  agents. 

'.    From  this  statement  it  appears  that— 
The  whole  amount  drawn  from   the  Treasury 

during  the  year,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 

agents,  was      -  -   .        #    12,132,141  32 

Of  which  there  has  been  accounted  for  1,710,433  00 


Leaving  unaccounted  for 


♦421,708  32 


COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGATION. 

From  the  Treasury  Department,  accompanied 
with  a  letter  from  the  Register,  stating  that,  owing 
to  the  late  day  At  which  some  of  the  returns  have 
been  received,  it  is  impossible  to  complete  the 
statements  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States  for  the  last  year,  in  time  <o  be  re- 
ported to  Congress  at  the  present  Fession,  and 
suggesting  that  permission  her.  obtained  from  Con- 
press  that  the  statements,  when  finished,  be  placed 
in  the  bands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Clerk  pf  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  printed 
during  the  recess. 

The  suggestion  in  the  letter  of  the  Register  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J. 
&.  ADAMS,  ten  thousand  copies  of  the  documents 
were  directed  to  be  printed. 
POST  OFFICE  INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

From  the  Post  Office  Department,  accompaoird 
by  a  statement  of  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  De- 
partment for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1840. 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that  there  was 
paid  during  the  year  as  follow.-: 
Ft*  wrapping  paper   -  -  -  $17  502  52 

For  office  furniture    ...      6,256  23 
Fur  advertiang  *  3^792  24 


For  mail  bags  ...    43,916  76 

For  blanks  ....  38,657  97 
For  locks,  keys,  and  stamps    -  -    11,157  81 

For  depredations  and  mail  agents  -  (9,872  69 
For  clerks  for  offices  ...  214,789  80 
Miscellaneous  ...    49,629  03 

Total  -  -  #440,775  05 

Resolutions  were  here  introduced  fixing  the  pay 
of  the  keeper  of  the  stables  of  the  House,  the  su- 
perintendent of  the  folding  room,  and  granting  pay 
to  the  postmaster  of  the  House  for  extra  services; 
which,  after  some  modifications  and  explanations, 
were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVANS  asked  leave  to  move  the  following 
resolution: 

"Assefod,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  di- 
rected to  furnish  to  such  members  of  the  present 
House  of  Representatives  as  have  not  already  re- 
ceived them,  such  books  as  were  furnished  to,  the 
members  of  the  last  House:  Provided,  That  this 
resolution  shall  not  be  construed  to  authorize  the 
repriming  of  any  of  said  books." 

The  leave  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  EVANS  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
to  enable  him  to  offer  the  fame;  and  on  suspending 
the  rules  there  were,  ayes  114,  noes  33. 

There  being  two-thirds  in  favor  of  the  motion, 
the  rules  were  suspended. 

The  resolution  then  came  fully  before  the  House, 
and  the  previous  question  was  moved  and  second- 
ed. And  the  main  question,  that  is,  That  the  re- 
solution do  pas«,  was  put  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
resulted  as  follows:  yeas  89,  nays  50 

And  to  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN,  all  committees 
were  discharged  from  the  business  referred  to  them. 

The  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  refund  the  duties  improperly  collected 
on  the  French  ship  Alexandre,  was  taken  .up,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  9e- 
na'e. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KEIM,  the  bill  from  the  Se- 
nate "to  amend  the  act  entitled  An  act  to  amend 
the  act  approved  May  13,  1800,  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  establish  the  judi- 
cial courts  of  the  United  States,1'  was  taken  up, 
ordered  to  a  thiid  readiog,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  to  appoint  a 
joint  committee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  notify  htm  of  the  approach- 
ing close  of  the  session  of  Congress,  was  taken  up, 
read,  and  agreed  to;  and  Mr.  Vahderpoel  and 
Mr.  Brioos  were  appointed  of  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GRINNELLaAked  leave  to  move  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

"itoefoed,  That  the  Sergeant-atarms  be  directed 
to  settle  with  the  members  of  Congress  for  the  pre- 
sent fession  of  the  26  h  Congress  at  the  rate  of  $4 
per  diem;  and  in  case  any  member  has  already  re- 
ceived more  than  at  that  rate,  he  be  directed  to  re- 
fund the  same  to  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  for  the  u*e 
and  benefit  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  State 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  objected. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
to  enable  him  to  offer  the  resolution.  The  motion 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  MALLORY  of  New  York,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  obtained  leave  to  make  reports 
(adverse)  on  the  cases  of  Hopewell  Hebb  and 
William  Palms. 

Mr.  KEMBLE,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  obtained  leave  to  make  a  report  (adverse) 
on  the  petition  of  William  Hawkinr. 

Mr.  LEONARD  asked  have  to  move  a  resolu- 
tion to  authorize  the  member*  bavin*  petitions  to 
present  to  hand  them  to  the  Cbrk,  with  their  names 
endorsed  on  the  back;  and  directing  the  Ctok  to 
enter  such  on  the  journal  as  were  not  excluded  by 
any  rule  of  the  Housr;  and  if  any  weie  handed  in 
which  were  excluded  by  the  rules,  to  return  them 
at  the  next  session. 

It  was  objffcM  to. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  that  the  resolution 
from  the  Senate  in  relation  to  water-rotted  hemp  be 
-1-  -  up. 


Mr.  STANLY  said  he  had  no  objection,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  did  not  mean  to  insati- 
ate that  we  should  hereafter  have  more  occasion  for 
hemp  thin  heretofore. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  did  not  mean  to  make  any 
such  innnuatior* 

Mr.  STANLY.    Then  I  do  not  object. 

Th3  qaerian  was  put  to  iu spend  the  rules,  in  or- 
der to  take  up  that  subject,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  CALVARY  MORRIS  asked  leave  to  pre- 
sent petitions,  which  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  LEET  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  in  order 
to  move  a  resolution  similar,  in  all  respect*,  to  that 
which  Mr.  Lkohard  a  few  minutes  before  asked 
leave  to  introduce,  to  authorize  members  to  band 
petitions  to  the  Clerk. 

The  question  was  put,  but  the  rules  were  not  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  obtained  leave  to  move  a 
resolution  fixing  the  pay  of  Charles  W.  Steward 
for  cleaning  the  Hall,  attending  upon  the  Speaker, 
Ac. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter: 

March  3, 1841. 

Sir:  Last  evening  I  received  notice  of  my  ap- 
pointment as  Judge  of  the  United  States  for  the 
District  of  New  Jersey.  Therefore  I  resign  nay 
seat  as  one  of  the  Representatives  from  the  8tale 
of  New  Jersey  in  the  26  h  Congees*. 
I  am,  air,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PH.  D1CKERSON. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  objected  to  leceiving  the  letter. 

Some   conversation    took   place    between   the 
SPEAKER  and  Mr.  PROFFIT  and  other  mem- 
bers, when  the  Speaker  withdrew  the  letter  ftom 
before  the  House. 
THE  PERMANENT  PRE-EMPTION  BILL. 

Mr.  CASEY  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended 
to  take  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a 
system  ot  general  permanent  pre-emption  rights  in 
favor  of  occupants  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE  said  there  was  no  occasion  to  call  the 
House,  as  there  were  more  members  present  now 
than  could  be  kept  in  order. 

Mr.  STANLY.  Yes;  and  two  hundred  and 
forty  members  of  this  House  find  it  impossible  lo 
keep  one  member,  (Mr.  Wis*,)  in  order. 

The  ayes  and  nay*  were  taken  on  call;  and  there* 
appeared  for  the  call  23,  again  u  it  114. 

Mr.  V  ANDERPOEL,  from  the  joint  ^r^t^^ 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  President,  and  inform  him 
that,  unless  he  may  have  further  communicaticd  as 
make  to  Congress,  the  two  Houses  are  about  id 
close  the  present  session  by  an  adjournment,  re- 
ported that  the  committee  had  discharged  the  du- 
ties imposed  upon  them;  that  the  President  ^an- 
swered that  he  had  no  further  communication,  to 
make;  and  that  he  wished  the .  members  a  safe  re- 
turn their  homes  and  famili  s. 

And  then,  at  12  o'clock  at  night,  a  motion  was 
made  that  the  House  adjourn. 

And  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  having  been  made,  the 
Hon.  R.  M  T.  HUNTER,  Speaker,  rose  and 
addressed  the  House  as  follows: 

Qejitlimew:  It  is  with  the  deepest  sensibility 
that  I  rise  to  return  you  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  all  of  your  kindness,  ere  1  perform  the 
last  official  act  which  is  to  separate  so  many  of  os, 
perhaps  forever,  if  it  is  no  light  thing,  under  any 
circumstances,  to  break  up  long  standing  associa- 
tions, how  much  graver  must  be  the  emotions  with 
which  we  pa>t  from  those  wh;met  us  in  confi- 
dence, and  take  leave  cf  us  in  kind&es  ? 

A  consciousness  of  my  own  deficiencies  forces 
me  to  attribute  much  of  the  high  compliment 
Which  you  have  offered  me,  to  that  courtesy  which 
relieves  and  softens  oar  intercourse  in  the  variant* 
relation*  of  social  and  official  Hf*.  But  m»fl 
n«it,  at  the  fame  time,  ascribe  it,  in  part,  1 1  yoar 
*ea>e  of  the  inoiives  by  which  1  have  hen  eovefv- 
ed  in  the  discharge  <  f  the  duiie*  of  my  nnVet  If  f 
have  not  done  ail  that  an  able  man '  would  have  ef« 
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feted,  in  my  station,  still,  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that  no  other  has  ever  been  called  to  this  place  so 
unexpectedly,  and  under  so  many  circumstances 
of  difficulty  and  embarrassment.  In  a  nicely  ba- 
lanced state  of  parties,  and  amid  scenes  of  great 
political  excitement,  I  was  selected  to  execu'e  your 
highest  and  most  delicate  trust,  without  previous 
preparation  or  experience,  and  with  no  party  to 
sustain  me,  other  than  those  friends  whom  I  might 
make,  by  endeavoring  to  discharge  my  duties  justly 
and  impartially.  I  foresaw  many  of  the  difficulties 
to  which  I' should  be  exposed,  and  if  I  had  con- 
sulted my  own  ease,  I  perhaps  should  not  have 
accepted  the  office,  with  my  view  of  its  duties, 
and  under  the  circu Instances  to  which  1  have 
alluded.  But  higher  considerations,  I  trust, 
determined  me  to  undertake  the  arduous  task, 
and  to  make  you  the  best  return  in  my  power 
for  the  confidence  with  which  you  had  honored 
me,  In  the  excited  and  feverish  state  of  mind 
which  then  existed,  not  only  here,  but  in  the  coun- 
try at  large,  I  believed  that  a  Speaker,  who  would 
manifest  a  desire  to  deal  justly  upon  all  occasions, 
could  be  mere  useful  than  one  of  far  greater  abili- 
ties, wbo  would  hold  this  Chair  with  no  higher  aim 
man  that  of  leading  his  party  to  victory,  and  of 
dealing  by  the  vanquished  with  only  such  genero- 
sity as  the  conqueror  may  bestow  upon  the  con- 
quered. This  view  of  the  services  which  a  Speaker, 
in  the  opinion  of  too  many,  may  legitimately  ren- 
der to  his  friends,  would  soon  pervert  parry  orga- 
nisations from  the  noble  pursuits  of  truth  and  jus- 
tice, into  a  mere  contest  for  power  and  office,  and, 
under  milder  forms,  infuse  the  spirit  of  civil  war 
into  the  divisions  of  this  House  and  the  nation. 
He  who  administers  this  office  for  himself  or  his 
party,  may  do  much  for  both;  bet  he  wbo  seeks 
the  common  good,  must  administer  it  for  the  conn- 
try,  and  deal  justly  by  all.  In  pursuing* this  latter 
course,  in  times  of  high  party  excitement,  he  will 
doubtless  expose  bis  motives  to  mu  const  ruction, 
and  himself  to  censure;  but  there  is  at  least  a  satis- 
faction in  the  consciousness  of  rectitude,  higher 
than  public  praise,  and  beyond  the  reach  even  of 
public  censure.  I  knew,  when  I  took  the  office, 
that  I  should  not  be  able  to  execute  its  duties  en- 
tirety according  to  my  conception  of  tbeir  narure 
hot  I  believed  that  the  mere  effort  to  do  so  might 
serve  as  a  useful  example  hereafter. 

To  administer  the  rotes  fairly,  is,  comparatively, 
an  easy  ta?k;  but  there  is  great  difficulty  in  or- 
ganizing the  committees  of  the  House  so  as  to  do 
justice  to  all  parties.  As  much  in  df  liberation  de- 
pends upon  the  statement  of  the  proposition  to  be 
dtseu&ttd,  so  the  efficiency  of  this  body  depends 
greatly  upon  the  constitution  of  the  committees 
which  present  mrst  of  the  subjects  upon  which  it 
rets.  It  ia,  therefore,  important  to  the  parties  and 
the  country,  that  the  powet  of  proposing,  through 
these  committees,  should  be  fairly  and  rightly  be- 
stowed. To  ascertain  wHat  is  fair  in  the  dispensa- 
tion of  this  power,  is  the  most  difficult  doty,  as  it 
should  be  the  most  anxious  care  of  a  Speaker.  To 
sajr  that  I  bad  developed  the  gent ral  principles  of  a 
just  organization,  would  be  to  claim  far  more  than 
f  deserve.  But,  that  such  principles  may  be  esta- 
blished by  a  reference  to  the  position  of  parties, 
and  the  nature  of  the  questions  to  be  considered,  I 
do  not  doubt.  The  party  upon  which  it  naturally 
devolves  to  propose  a  question,  ought  to  have  the 
power,  it  would  seem,  to  present  its  proposition  in 
the  shape  for  which  it  is  willing  to  be  responsible. 
And,  as  the  different  parties  hold  the  affirmative, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  question,  >o  ought 
the  constitution  of  the  committees  to  be  varied. 
In  the  committees  connected  with  the  Executive 
Departments,  it  wool  J  seem  just  that  the  friends  of 
the  existing  Administration  should  have  the  majori- 
ty, to  prorose  the  measures  which  emanate  origi- 
nally from  their  party,  and  for  which  they  are 
mainly  accountable.  In  committees  of  investiga- 
tion, it  is  equally  clear  that  the  opposition,  wbo 
hold  the  affirmative,  should  have  the  majority  and 
the  power.  And  so,  upon  other  questions,  a  refe- 
rence to  tbefr  nature,  and  to  the  views  of  the  va- 
rious sections  of  our  Confederacy,  will  generally 
enable  a  Speaker  to  approximate  to  just  rules,  in 
constituting  the  committees  which  take  charge  of 

bene  measures.    But,  in  all  cases,  I  have  endea- 


vored to  guard  the  minority  upon  the  committees, 
in  the  point  of  numbers  and  ability. 

That  I  have  sometimes  failed  in  my  most  ear* 
nest  attempts  to  do  •justice,  I  freely  confess;  but  it 
is  something  if  I  can  hope  that  I  have,  at  least, 
made  it  easier  for  those  who  succeed  me,  to  ad 
upon  seme  better  principle  than  that  of  giving  the 
whole  power  of  the  House  to  one  of  the  parties, 
without  regard  to  the  rights  and  feeling  of  others. 
Clothe  this  station  with  the  authority  of  justice, 
and  how  much  may  it  not  do  to  elevate  the  views 
of  parties  from  themselves  to  their  country!  But 
arm  it  with  the  mere  power  of  numbers,  and  ad- 
minister it  with  an  exclusive  eye  to  the  interests  of 
a  part,  and  it  may  become  the  engine  of  as  much 
fraud  and  oppression  as  can  be  practised  in  a  coun- 
try so  free  as  ours. 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  apologize  to  you  for  the  brief 
allusion  I  have  made  to  the  principles  which  have 
governed  m*,  but  it  is  the  last  time  I  shall  ever 
claim  your  indulgence,  and  I  owed  it  to  myself  and 
to  you  to  make  the  explanation.  If  I  have  done 
wrong,  I  alone  am  responsible  for  it;  and  if  I  have 
earnestly  sought  to  act  justly  and  impartially,  I  seek 
no  higher  reward  than  the  kind  expression  of  your 
satisfaction,  which  you  have  just  been  pleased  to 
offer  me. 

I  am  soen  to  pass  away  from  the  station  with 
which  you  have  honored  me,  and  I  part  from  it 
without  regret.  Its  trappings  all  may  Fee,  but  its 
anxieties  and  trials  must  be  endured  to  be  under- 
stood. 

It  is  not,  however,  to  easy  a  thing  to  sever,  even 
for  a  season,  the  kindly  ties  of  friendship;  and  it  is 
painful  to  reflect  upon  the  thousand  accidents  of 
life  which  may  pre  tent  many,  very  many,  of  us 
from  ever  meeting  again. 

But,  although  the  traces  of  individual  action  are 
soon  Inst  in  the  rapid  current  of  events,  it  is  still 
cheering  to  th<nk  that  we  have  contributed  to  those 
great  but  silent  results  of  a  well  ordered  Govern- 
ment »hich  daily  shed  their  blessings  throughout 
the  land.  Still  prouder  is  the  hope  that,  with  or 
without  us,  our  country  is  on  the  march  to  fulfil  its 
mighty  destiny,  and  accomplish  the  high  mission  of 
reform  upon  which  we  fondly  believe  it  it  sent. 

Permit  me,  ere  I  conclude,  to  renew  my  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  you  for  the  honor  you  have 
bestowed  upon  mt,  and  the  kind  consideration  which  j 
you  have  shown  me,  upon  so  many  occasions.  ' 
May  each  and  all  of  you  return  in  safety  to  your 
homes,  to  enjoy  in  domestic  life  a  grateful  repose 
from  your  labors,  and  to  receive,  in  the  gratula- 
tions  of  confiding  con<ti'uents,  the  highest  reward 
with  which  a  tepresentativt  can  be  honored. 

And  now,  when  we  are  about  to  close  the  bu-y 
scene  of  our  labors,  and  all  sense  of  difference  or 
division  is  for  the  moment  lost  in  the  emotions  of 
the  parting  hour,  may  I  not  hope  that  we  shall  se- 
parate to  remember  only  what  was  pleasant  and 
friendly  in  our  past  intercourse,  and  to  forget  all 
that  was  painful  or  disagreeable? 

May  every  blessing  attend  you,  gentlemen,  in 
your  progress  through  life,  and  may  you  continue 
to  awaken  in  the  breasts  of  others  the  same  kindly 
emotions  of  friendship  and  respect  with  which  I 
now  take  leave  of  you,  as  I  perform  my  last  iffi- 
cial  duty,  and  pronounce  this  House  to  be  ad- 
journed without  day. 

The  House  adjourned  fine  dU. 


IN  SENATE, 

Thursday,  March  4,  1841. 

At  11  o'clock  the  Senate  was  en1  led  to  order  by 
Mr.  Dickkot,  its;  Secretary. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  that  it  would  be  recollected 
that  on  Tuesday  last, .  the  Hon.  Wm.  R.  Kino  was 
e'ee'ed  President  pro  tern,  but  the  fact  that  Mr. 
King's  term  of  service  expired  with  the  close  of 
the  last  session,  was  overlooked;  and,  in  order  to 
obviate  the  difficulty,  he  would  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution  for  the  consideration  of  ih*  Senate: 

BtioUed,  That  the  oath  of  office  be  administered 
to  the  Hon.  Wm.  R.  King,  a  Senator  elect  from 
the  State  of  Alabama,  by  the  Hon.  Hinrv  Clay, 
and  that  he  be,  and  is  hereby,  chosen  President 
pro  tern  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to;  and 


Mr.  KINO,  having  been  qualified,  took  bis  seat  as 
President  pro  rem.  of  the  Senate. 
*  Mr.  MOUTON  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Alexander  Barrow,  elected  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Louisiana  a  Senator  from  that  State  for 
six  years  from  the  4th  of  Hareh,  instant. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  elected  by  the  Legislature 
of  South  Carolina  a  Senator  from  that  State  for  six 
years  from  the  4th  of  March,  instant. 

Mr.  PIERCE  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Levi  Wocdburt,  elected  by  the  Legislature 
of  New  Hampshire  a  Senator  from  that  State  for 
six  years  from  the  4 'h  of  March,  instant. 

Mr.  MANGQM  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon  John  Macpherson  Berrien,  elected  by  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia  a  Senator  from  that  State 
for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March,  instant. 

The  credentials  were  severally  read,  and  ordered 
to  he  placed  on  file. 

The  Diplomatic  corps,  and  the  Jodges'of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States7entered  the  Se- 
nate chamber,  and  took  the  seats  assigned  for  them 
in  front  of  the  Secretary's  table. 

The  Hon.  John  Tyler,  Vice  President  elect, 
and  the  Hon.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  ex-Vice  Presi- 
dent, then  entered  the  chamber  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  Arrangements. 

The  oath  of  office  having  been  administered  by 
Mr.  King,  the  President  oro  ism. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  addressed  the  Senate 
as  follows: 

Senators:  Called  by  the  people  of  the  United 
8 tales  to  preside  over  your  deliberations,  I  cannot 
withhold  the  expression  of  the  high  estimate  which 
I  place  on  the  honor  which  they  have  conferred 
upon  me.  To  occupy  the  seat  which  has  been 
filled  and  adorned  (to  say  nothing  of  my  more  im- 
mediate predecessors)  by  an  Adams,  a  Jefferson,  a 
Gerry,  a  Clinton,  and, a  Tompkins—Barnes  that, 
although  belonging  to  the  dead,  soil  live  in  the  re- 
collection of  a  grateful  country— is  an  honor  of 
which  any  man  would  have  just  cause  to  be  proud* 
But  this  honor  ia  greatly  augmented  by  the  consi- 
deration of  the  true  character  of  this  body*— by  the 
high  order  of  intellectual  and  moral  powers  which 
has  distinguished  it  in  all  past  time,  and  which  still 
distinguishes  it— by  the  dignity  which  has  for  the 
most  part  marked  its  proceedings;  and,  above  all,  by 
the  important  duties  which  have  devolved  upon  i* 
under  the  Constitution.  Here  are  to  be  found  the 
immediate^epresentatives  of  the  States,  by  whose 
sovereign  will  the  Government  has  been  spoken 
into  existence.  Here  exists  that  perfect  equality 
among  the  members  of  the  Confederacy,  which 
gives  to  the  smallest  State  in  the  Union  a  voice 
as  potential  as  that  of  the  largest.  To  this  body 
is  committed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  great  trust 
of  guarding  and  protecting  the  institutions  handed 
down  to  us  from  our  fathers,  as  well  against  the 
waves  of  popolar  and  rash  impulses  on  the  one 
hand,  as  against  attempts  at  Executive  encroach- 
ment on  the  other.  It  may  properly  be  regarded 
as  holding  the  balance,  in  which  is  weighed  the  pow- 
ers conceded  to  this  Government,  and  the  rights  re- 
served to  the  States  and  to  the  People.  It  is  its  pro- 
vince to  concede  what  has  been  granted,  to  with- 
hold what  has  been  denied:  thus,  in  all  its  features 
exhibiting  a  true  type  of  the  glorious  Confederacy 
under  which  it  is  our  happiness  to  live.  Should  the 
spirit  of  faction—- that  destructive  spirit  which  reck- 
lessly walks  over  prostrate  rights  and  tramples  laws 
and  Constitutions  in  the  dust— ever  find  an  abiding 
place  within  this  hall,  then  indeed  will  a  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  be  issued  against  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  this  people,  and  their 
political    institutions    be     made    to    topple  "1q 
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their  foundations.  Bat  while  this  body  shall 
continue  to  be  what  by  its  trainers  it  was  designed 
to  be— deliberative  in  its  character,unbiaased  in  its 
course,  and  independent  in  its.  action— then  may  It 
berty  be  regarded  as  entrenched  in  safety  behind 
the  sacred  ramparts  of  the  Constitution. 

While  I  occupy  this  chair,  Senators,  I  shall  have 
frequent  occasion  to  invoke  your  indulgence  for 
my  defects,  and  your  charity  for  my  errors.  I  am 
but  little  skilled  in  parliamentary  law,  and  have 
been  unused  to  preside  over  deliberative  assem- 
blies. All  that  I  can  urge  in  excuse  for  my  defects 
is,  that  I  bring  with  me  to  this  chair  an  earnest  wish 
to  discharge  properly  its  duties,  and  a  fixed  deter- 
mination to  preside  over  your  deliberations  with 
entire  impartiality. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  the  Hon.  Jambs  P.  Moorkhead,  elected  by 
the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  a  Senator  from  that 
State  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March  instant, 
which  were  read.  * 

Mr.  MOOREHE  AD  was  then  qualified, and  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  the  names  of  the  Se- 
nators whose  credentials  have  been  heretofore  read, 
were  called  over  for  the  purpose  of  being  qualified, 
and  Mr.  BATES  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  CLAY- 
TON of  Delaware,  Mr.  FULTON  of  Arkansas, 
Mr.  BERRIEN  of  Georgia,  Mr.  MANGUM  of 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  MASROBERTS  of  Illinois, 
Mr.  SIMMONS  of  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  WOOD- 
BURY of  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  BARROW  cf 
Louisiana,  Mr.  CALHOUN  of  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  WALKER  of  Mississippi,  Mr.  MILLER  of 
New  Jersey,  Mr.  EVANS  of  Maine,  and  Mr. 
WOODBRIDGB  of  Michigan,  severally  took  the 
oath  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

General  WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON, 
President  of  the  United  States  elect,  then  entered 
the  Senate  chamber  with  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements, and  was  conducted  to  the  seat  assigned 
for  him,  immediately  in  front  of  the  Secretary's 
table. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  those  assembled  on  the  floor 
of  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  eastern  portico  of 
the  Capitol,  in  the  following  order: 

The  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia; 

The  Supreme  Court,  of  the  United  States; 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate; 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements; 

The  President  elect,  the  Vice  President,  and  Se- 
cretary of  the  Senate; 

The  Members  of  the  Senate; 

The  Diplomatic  corps; 

The  Mayors  of  Washington,  Georgetown,  and 
Alexandria,  and  the  other  persons  admitted  to  the 
floor  of  tbe  Senate. 

On  reaching  tbe  portico,  the  President  elect 
and  Chief  Justice  Taney  were  conducted  to 
seats  in  front  of  a  large  platform  erected  for 
the  purpose,  and  those  who  followed  in  the  proces- 
sion having  taken  their  seats,  the  President  elect 
rose  and  delivered  the  following 

INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 

Called  from  a  retirement  which  I  had  supposed 
was  to  continue  for  the  residue  of  my  life,  to  fill 
tbe  Chief  Executive  office  of  this  great  and  free  na- 
tion, I  appear  before  you,  fellow* citizens,  to  take 
the  oaths  which  the  Constitution  prescribes,  as  a 
necessary  qualification  for  the  performance  of  its 
dtt'ie*.  And  in  obedience  to  a  custom  coeval  with 
our  Government,  and  what  I  believe  to  be  your  ex- 
pectations I  proceed  to  present  to  you  a  summary 
pfthe  principles  which  will  govern  me,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  tbe  duties  which  I  thall  be  called  upon  to 
perform. 

It  was  the  remark  of  a  Roman  Consul,  in  an 
early  period  of  that  celebrated  Republic,  that  a 
most  striking  contrast  wa*  observable  in  the  con- 
duct of  candidate?  for  offices  of  power  and  trust, 
before  and  after  obtaining  them — they  peldom  car- 
^fing  oat  in  the  latter  case  the  p'edgesand  promises 
mala  in  the  former.    However  much  the  world 


may  have  improved,  in  many  respects,  in  the  lapse 
of  upwards  el  two  thousand  years  since  the  remark 
was  made  by  the  virtuous  and  indignant  Roman, 
I  fear  that  a  strict  examination  of  the  annals  of 
some  of  the  modern  elective  Governments,  would 
develope  similar  instances  of  violated  confidence. 

Although  the  fiat  of  the  people  has  gone  forth, 
proclaiming  me  the  Chief  Magistiate  of  this  glo- 
rious Union,  nothing  upon  their  part  remaining  to 
be  done,  it  may  be  thought  that  a  motive  may  exist 
to  keep  up  the  delusion  under  which  they  may  be 
supposed  to  have  acted  in  relation  to  my  principles 
and  opinions;  and  perhaps  there  may  be  some  in 
this  assembly  who  have  come  here  either  prepared 
to  condemn  those  I  shall  now  deliver,  or,  approving 
them,  to  doubt  the  sincerity  with  which  they  are 
uttered.  But  the  lapse  of  a  few  months  will  con- 
firm or  dispel  their  fears.  Tbe  outline  of  principles 
to  govern,  and  measures  to4be  adopted,  by  an  Ad- 
ministration not  yet  began,  will  soon  be  eichanged 
for  immutable  history;  and  I  shall  stand,  either 
exonerated  by  my  countrymen,  or  classed  with  tbe 
mass  of  those  who  promised  that  they  might  de- 
ceive, and  flattered  with  the  intention  to  betray. 

However  strong  may  be  my  present  purpose  to 
realize  the  expectations  of  a  magnanimous  and 
confiding  people,  I  too  well  understand  the  infirmi- 
ties of  human  nature,  and  the  dangerous  tempta- 
tions to  which  I  shall  be  exposed,  from  tbe  magni- 
tnde  of  the  power  which  it  has  been  the  pleasure  of 
the  people  to  commit  to  my  hands,  not  to  place  my 
chief  confidence  upon  the  aid  of  that  Almighty  Pow- 
er which  has  hitheito  protected  me,  and  enabled 
me  to  bring  to  favorable  issues  other  important,  but 
still  greaily  Inferior  trusts,  heretofore  confided  to 
me  by  my  country. 

The  broad  foundation  upon  which  our  Constitu- 
tions rists,  being  the  people — a  breath  of  uVirs 
having  made,  as  a  breath  can  unmake,  change,  or 
modify  it — it  can  be  assigned  to  none  of  the  great 
divisions  of  Government  bat  to  that  of  Democra- 
cy. If  such  is  to  theory,  those  who  are  called  up- 
on to  administer  it  must  recognise,  as  its  leading 
principle,  the  duty  of  shaping  their  measures  so  as 
to  produce  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number. 
But,  with  these  broad  admissions,  if  we  would 
II  compare  the  sovereignty  acknowledged  to  exist  in 
m  the  mass  of  our  people  with  the  power  claimed  by 
other  sovereignties,  even  by  those  which  have  been 
considered  most  purely  Democratic,  we  shall  find  a 
most  essential  difference.  All  others  lay  claim  to 
power  limited  only  by  their  own  will.  The  majori- 
ty of  our  citizens,  on  the  contrary,  possess  a  so- 
vereignty with  an  amount  of  power  precisely  equal 
to  that  which  has  been  granted  to  them  by  the  par- 
ties tu  the  national  compact,  and  nothing  beyond. 
We  admit  of  no  Government  by  Divine  right— be- 
lieving that,  so  far  as  power  is  concerned,  the  bene* 
ficient  Creator  has  made  no  distinction  amongst 
men,  that  all  are  upon  an  equality,  and  that  the  on- 
ly legitimate  right  to  govern  is  an  express  grant  of 
power  from  the  governed.  The  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  is  the  instrument  containing  this 
grant  of  power  to  the  several  departments  com- 
posing the  Government  On  an  examination 
of  that  instrument,  it  will  be  found  to  contain  de- 
clarations of  power  granted,  and  of  power  with- 
held. The  latter  is  also  tosceptible  of  division,  in- 
to power  which  the  majority  had  the  right  to  grant, 
but  which  they  did  not  think  proper  io  intrust  to 
their  agents,  and  that  which  they  could  not  have 
granted,  not  being  possessed  by  themselves.  In 
other  word*,  there  are  certan  rights  possessed  by 
each  Jndividoal  American  citizen,  which,  in  his 
compact  with  the  others,  he  has  never  surrender- 
ed. Some  of  them,  indeed,  he  is  unable  to  sur- 
render, being,  in  tbe  language  of  our  system,  una- 
lienable. 

The  boasted  privilege  of  a  Roman  citizen  was  to 
him  a  shield  only  against  a  petty  provincial  ruler, 
whilst  the  prond  democrat  of  Athens  could  cons  tie 
himself  under  absent  en  re  of  death,  for  a  supposed 
violation  of  ihe  national  faith, which  no  one  under- 
stood, and  which  at  times  was  the  subject  of  ihe 
mockery  of  all,  or  of  banishment  from  bis  home, 
his  family,  and  his  country,  with  or  without  an  al- 
leged cause;  that  it  was  the  act,  not  of  a  sin* le  ty- 
rant, or  ha<ed  aristocracy,  but  of  his  assembled 
countrymen.  Far  different  is  ihe  power  of  our  sove- 


reignty. It  can  interfere  with  no  one's  faith, 
prescribe  forms  of  worship  for  no  one's  ohser? aace, 
inflict  no  punishment  but  after  well  ascertained 
guilt,  the  result  of  investigation  under  rules  pre. 
scribed  by  the  Constitution  itself.  These  precious 
privileges,  and  those  scarcely  less  important,  of 
giving  expression  to  his  thoughts  and  opinion*, 
either  by  writing  or  speaking,  unrestrained  bat  by 
the  liability  for  injury  to  others,  and  that  ol  a  foil 
participation  in  all  the  advantages  which  flow  from 
the  Government,  the  acknowledged  property  of  all, 
the  American  citizen  derives  from  no  charter  granted 
by  his  fellow  man.  He  claims  them  because  he  is 
himself  a  man,  fashioned  by  the  same  Almighty 
hand  as  the  rest  of  his  species,  and  entitled  to  a  fall 
share  of  the  blessings  with  which  be  has  endowed 
them. 

Notwithstanding  the  limited  sovereignty  pos- 
sessed by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  tat 
restricted  grant  of  power  to  tbe  Government  which 
they  have  rd opted,  enough  has  been  given  to  i*> 
complish  all  the  objects  for  which  it  was  created. 
It  has  been  found  powerful  in  war,  and  hitherto, 
jnstice  has  been  administered,  an  intimate  naioa 
effected,  domestic  tranquillity  preserved,  and  per- 
sonal liberty  secured  to  the  citizen.  •  As  was  to  be 
expected,  however,  from  the  defect  of  language, 
and  the  necessarily  sententious  manner  in  which 
the  Constitution  is  written,  disputes  have  arisen  as 
to  the  amount  of  power  which  it  has  actually 
granted,  or  was  intended  to  grant.  This  is  more 
particularly  the  case  in  relation  to  that  part  of  the 
instrument  which  treats  of  the  legislative  branch. 
And  not  only  as  regards  the  exercise  of  power* 
claimed  under  a  general  clause,  giving  that  body 
the  authority  to.  pass  all  laws  necessary  to  carry 
into  effect  the  specified  powers,  but  in  relation  to 
the  latter  also.  It  is,  however,  consolatory  to  re* 
fleet,  that  most  of  the  instances  of  alleged  depar- 
ture from  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  Constitution, 
hive  ultimately  received  the  sanction  of  a  majority 
Of  the  people.  And  the  fact,  that  many  of  oar 
8'atesmen,  most  distinguished  for  talent  and  patrio- 
tism, have  been,  at  one  time  or  other  of  their  po- 
litical career,  on  both  sides  of  each  of  the  most 
warmly  disputed  questions,  forces  upon  us  the  in- 
ference that  the  errors,if  errors  there  were,  ate 
attributable  to  tbe  intrinsic .  difficulty,  in  many  in- 
stances, of  ascertaining  the  intentions  of  the  framer* 
of  the  Constitution,  rather  than  the  influence  of 
any  sinister  or  unpatriotic  motive. 

But  the  great  danger  to  our  institutions  does  not 
appear  io  me  to  be  in  a  usurpation,  by  the  Covers- 
ment,  of  power  not  granted  by  the  people,  but  by 
the  accumulation,  in  one  of  the  departments,  of 
that  which  was  assigned  to  others.  Limited  as  are 
the  powers  which  have  been  granted,  still  enough 
have  been  granted  to  constitute  a  despotism,  if  con- 
centiated  in  one  of  the  departments.  This  danger 
is  greatly  heightened,  as  it  has  been  always  obser* 
vable  that  men  are  less  jealous  of  encroachments 
of  one  department  upon  another,  than  upon  their 
own  reserved  rights. 

When  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  Ant 
came  from  tbe  hands  of  th?  Convention  which 
formed  it,  many  of  the  sternest  republicans  of  the 
day  were  alarmed  at  the  extent  of  the  power  which 
had  been  granted  to  the  Federal  Government,  and 
more  particularly  of  that  portion  which  had  been 
assigned  to  the  Executive  branch.  Tuere  were  in 
it  features  which  appeared  not  Io  be  in  harmony 
with  their  ideas  of  a  simple  representative  Demo- 
cracy, or  Republic.  And  knowing  the  tendency  of 
power  to  increase  itself,  particularly  when  oxer* 
cised  by  a  single  individual,  predictions  were  made 
that,  at  no  very  remote  period,  the  Government 
would  terminate  in  virtual  monarchy.  It  wosld 
not  become  me  to  say  that  ibe  fears  of  these  patri- 
ots have  been  already  ie.\lized.  Bus  a*l  "*• 
cere  I  y  believe,  that  the  tendency  of  measures,  asd 
ef  men's  opinions,  for  some  years  past,  hat  beea  » 
that  direction,  it  is,  I  conceive,  strictly  proper  that 
I  should  take  this  occasion  to  repeat  the  assniaaco 
I  have  heretofore  piven  of  my  determination  to  at* 
rest  the  prcgreis  of  that  tendency,  if  it  really  eiirt*> 
and  restore  the  Government  to  its  pristine  health 
and  vi*<<r,  as  far  as  this  can  be  effected  b?  any 
legitimate  exf  rci.-e  of  the  power  placed  in  my  hands. 

I  proceed  to  aia'e,  in  as  summary  a  manner  as  \ 
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can,  my  opinion  of  the  sources  of  the  evils  which 
hive  been  so  extensively  complained  of,  and  the 
correctives  which  may  be  applied.  Some  of  the 
former  are  unquestionably  to  be  found  in  the  de- 
fects of  the  Constitution;  others  in  my  judgment, 
art  attributable  to  a  misconstruction  of  some  of  its 
provisions.  Of  the  former  u  the  eligibility  of  the 
same  individual  ton  second  term  of  the  Presidency. 
The  sagacious  mind  of  Mr.  Jefferson  early  saw 
and  lamented  this  error,  and  attempts  have  been 
made,  hitherto  without  success,  to  apply  the  anun- 
daiory  power  of  the  States  to  its  correction.  - 

As,  however,  one  mode  of  correction  is  in  the 
power  of  every  President,  and  consequently  in 
mine,  it  would  be  useless,  and  perhaps  invidious, 
to  enumerate  the  evils  of  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
our  fellow-citizens,  this  error  of  the  sages  who 
framed  the  Constitution  may  have  been  the  source, 
and  the  bitter  fruits  which  we  are  still  to  feather 
from  it,  if  it  continues  lo  disfigure  our  system.  It 
may  be  observed,  however,  as  a  general  remark, 
that  Republics  can  commit  no  greater  error  than  to 
adopt  or  continue  any  feature  in  their  systems  of 
government  which  may  be  calculated  to  create  or 
increase  the  love  of  power,  in  the  bosoms  of  those 
to  whom  necessity  obliges  them  to  commit  the  ma- 
nagement of  their  affairs'.  And,  surely,  nothing  is 
more  likely  to  produce  such  a  state  of  mind  than 
the  long  continuance  of  an  office  of  high  trust. 
Nothing  can  be  more  corrupting,  nothing  more  de- 
structive of  all  those  noble  feelings  which  belong 
to  the  character  of  a  devoted  republican  patriot. 
When  this  corrupting  passion  once  takes  possession 
of  the  human  mind,  like  the  Iovj  of  gold,  it  be- 
comes'insatiable.  It  is  the  never-dying  worm  in 
hts  bosom,  grows  with  his  growth,  and  strengthens 
with  the  declining  years  of  its  victim.  If  this  is 
true,  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  for  a  republic  to  limit 
the  set  vice  of  that  officer,  at  least,  to  whom  she  has 
intrusted  the  management  of  her  foreign  relations, 
the  execution  of  her  laws,  and  the  command  of  her 
armies  and  navies,  to  a  period  so  short  as  to  pre- 
vent his  forgetting  that  he  is  the  accountable  agent, 
not  the  principal — the  servant,  not  the  master.  Un- 
til an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  can  be  effect- 
ed, public  opinion  may  secure  the  desired  object. 
I  give  my  aid  to  it,  by  renewing  the  pledge  hereto- 
fore given,  that,  under  no  circumstances,  will  I 
consent  to  setve  a  second  term. 

Bat  if  there  is  danger  to  public  liberty  from  the 
acknowledged  defects  of  the  Constitution,  in  the 
want  of  limit  to  the  continuance  of  the  Executive 
power  in  the  same  hands,  there  is,  I  apprehend,  not 
much  leas  from  a  misconstruction  of  that  instru- 
ment, as  it  regards  the  powers  actually  given.  I 
cannot  conceive  that,  by  a  fair  construction,  any  or 
either  of  its  provisions  would  be  found  to  consti- 
tute the  President  a  part  of  the  legislative  power. 
It  cannot  be  claimed  from  the  power  to  recom- 
mend, since,  although  enjoined  as  a  duty  upon 
him,  it  is  a  privilege  which  he  holds  in  common 
win  every  otjier  citizen.  And  although  there  may 
be  something  more  of  confidence  in  the  propriety 
of  the  measures  recommended  in  the  one  case  than 
in  the  other,  in  the  obligations  of  ultimate  deci- 
sion there  can  be  no  difference.  In  the  language 
of  the  Constitution,  "all  the  legislative  powers" 
which  it  grants  "are  vested  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  S  ales.*'  It  would  be  a  solecism  in  lan- 
guage to  say  that  any  portion  of  these  is  not  in- 
cluded in  the  whole. 

It  may  be  said,  indeed,  that  the  Constitution  has 
given  to  the  Executive  the  power  to  annul  the  acts 
of  the  legislative  body,  by  refusing  to  them  his  as- 
sent. So  a  similar  power  has  necessarily  resulted 
from  that  instrument  to  the  Judiciary;  and  yet  the 
Judiciary  forms  no  part  of  the  Legislature.  There 
is,  it  is  true,  this  difference  between  these  grants  of 
power.  Tne  Executive  can  put  his  negative  upon 
the  acts  of  the  Legislature  for  ether  cause  than  that 
of  want  of  conformity  to  the  Constitution,  whilst 
die  Judiciary  can  enly  declare  void  those  which 
violate  that  in&tiument.  But  the  deci-ion  of  the 
Jedieiary  is  final  in  such  a  case,  wherea*,  in  every 
instance  where  the  veto  of  the  Executive  is  app'ied, 
ii  may  be  overcome  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress.  The  negative  upon  the  acts 
of  ihe  Legislative  by  the  Executive  authority,  and 
that  in  the  hands  of  one  individual,  would  seem  to 


be  an  incongruity  in  our  system.  Like  some  others 
of  a  similar  character,  however,  it  appears  to  be 
highly  expedient;  and  if  used  only  with  the  for- 
bearance, and  in  the  spirit  which  was  jn tended  by 
its  authors,  it  may  be  productive  of  great  good,  and 
be  found  one  of  the  best  safeguards  to  the  Union. 
At  the  period  of  the  formation  of  the  Constitution, 
the  principle  does  not  appear  to  have  enjoyed  much 
favor  in  the  State  Governments.    It  existed  but  in 
two;  and  in  one  of  these  there  was  a  plural  Execu- 
tive.   If  we  would  search  for  the  motives  which 
operated  upon  the  purely  patriotic  and  enlightened 
assembly  which  framed  the  Constitution,  for  the 
adoption  of  a  provision  so  apparently  repugnant  to 
the  leading  Democratic  principle  that  the  majority 
should  govero,  we  must  reject  the  idea  that  they 
anjicipated  from  it  any  benefit  to  the  odinary 
course  of  legislation.    They  knew  too  well  the  high 
degree  of  intelligence  which  existed  among  the 
people,  and  the  enlightened  character  of  the  State 
Legislatures,  not  lo  have  the  fullest  confidence  that 
the  two  bodies  elected  by  them  would  be  worthy 
representatives  of  such  constituents,  and,  of  course, 
that  they  would  require  no  aid  in  conceiving  and 
maturing  the  measures  which  the  circumstances  of 
the  country  might  require;  a<id  it  is  preposterous 
lo  suppose'  that  a  thought  could  for  a  moment  have 
been  entertained  that  the  President,  placed  at  the 
capital,  in  the  centre  of  the  country,  could  better 
understand  the  wants  and  wi*hes  of  the  people  than 
their  own  immediate  representatives,  who  spend  a 
part  of  every  year  among  them,  living  with  them, 
often  laboring  with  them,  and  bound  to  them  by  the 
triple  lie  of  interest,  duty,  and  affection.    To  as- 
sist or  control  Congress,  then,  in  its  ordinary  legis- 
lation, could  not,  I  conceive,  have  been  the  motive 
for  conferring  the  veto  power  on  the  President. 
This  argument  acquires  additional  force  from  the 
fact  of  itsjtever  having  been  thus  used  by  the  first 
six  Presidents;  and  two  of  them  were  members  of 
the  convention,  one  presiding  over  its  deliberations, 
and  the  other  having  a  larger  share  in  consum- 
mating the  labors  of  that  august  body  than  any 
other  person.    But  if  bills  were  never  returned  to 
Congress  by  either  of  the  Presidents  above  referred 
to,  upon  the  ground  of  their  being  inexpedient,  or 
not  as  well  adapted  as  they  might  be  to  the  wants 
of  the  people,  the  veto  was  applied  upon  that  of 
want  of  conformity  to  the  Constitution,  or  because 
errors  bad  been  committed  from  a  too  hasty  enact- 
ment. 

There  is  another  ground  for  the  adoption  of  the 
veto  principle,  which  had  probably  more  influence 
in  recommending  it  to  the  Convention  than  any 
other.  I  refer  to  the  security  which  it  gives  to  the 
just  snd  equitable  action  of  the  Legislature  upon 
all  parts  of  the  Union.  It  could  not  but  have  oc- 
curred to  the  Convention  that,  in  a  country  so  ex- 
tensive, embracing  so  great  a  variety  of  soil  and 
climate,  and,  consequently,  of  products,  and  which, 
from  the  same  causes,  must  ever  exhibit  a  great 
difference  in  the  amount  of  the  population  of  its 
various  sections,  calling  for  a  great  diversity  in  the 
employments  of  the  people,  that  the  legislation  of 
the  majority  might  not  always  justly  regard  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  minority— and  that  acts 
of  this  character  might  be  passed,  under  an  ex- 
press grant  by  trie  words  of  the  Constitution,  and, 
therefore,  not  within  the  competency  of  the  judi- 
ciary to  declare  void;  that,  however  enlightened  and 
patriotic  they  might  suppose,  from  past  experience, 
the  members  of  Congress  might  be,  and  however 
largely  partaking  in  the  general  of  the  liberal  feel- 
ings of  the  people,  it  was  impossible  to  expect  that 
bodies  so  constituted  should  not  sometimes  be  con- 
trolled by  local  interests  and  sectional  feelings.  It 
was  proper,  therefore,  to  provide  some  umpire, 
from  whose  si  nation  and  mode  of  appointment 
more  independence  and  freedom  from  such  influ- 
ences might  be  expected.  Such  a  one  was  afforded 
by  the  Executive  Department,  constituted  by  the 
Constitution.  A  person  elected  to^thai  huh  office, 
having  his  constituents  in  every  section,  State,  and 
subdivision  of  the  Union,  must  consider  himself 
bound  by  the  most  solemn  sane  ions  to  guard,  pro- 
tect, and  defend  the  rights  of  all,  and  of  every 
portion,  great  or  small,  from  the  la  justice  and  op- 
pression of  the  rest.  I  consider  the  veto  power, 
therefore,  given  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Execu- 


tive of  the  United  States  solely  as  a  conservative 
power,  to  be  be  nsed  only,  1st,  to  protect  the  Con- 
stitution from  violation;  2dly,  ths  people  from  the 
effects  of  hasty  legislation,  where  their  will  has 
been  probably  disregarded  or  not  well  understood; 
and,  3ily,  to  prevent  the  effects  of  combinations 
violative  of  the  right  of  minorities.  In  reference 
u<  the  second  of  these  objects,  I  may  observe,  that 
I  consider  it  the  right  and  privilege  of  ths  people  to 
decide  disputed  points  of  the  Constitution,  arising 
from  the  general  grant  of  power  to  Congress  to 
carry  into  effect  the  powers  expressly  given.  And 
I  believe,  with  Mr.  Madison,  "that  repeated  recog. 
.nitions,  .under  varied  circumstances,  in  acts  of  the 
Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial  branches  of 
the  Government,  accompanied  by  indications  in 
different  modes  of  the  concurrence  of  the  general 
will  of  the  nation,  as  affording  to  the  President  suf- 
ficient authority  for  his  considering  such  disputed 
points  as  settled." 

Upwards  of  half  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the 
adoption  of  our  present  form  of  Government*  It 
would  be  an  object  more  highly  desirable  than  the 
gratification  of  the  curiosity  of  speculative  states- 
men, if  its  precise  situation  could  be  ascertained,  a 
fair  exhibit  made  of  the  operations  of  each  of  its 
Departments,  of  the  powers  which  they  respective- 
ly claim  and  exercise,  of  the  collisions  which 
have  occurred  between  them,  or  between  the  whole 
Government  and  those  of  the  States,  or  either  of 
them.  We  could  then  compare  our  actual  condi- 
tion, after  fifty  years'  trial  of  our  system,  with 
what  it  wasin  the  commencement  of  its  operations, 
and  aicertain  whether  the  predictions  of  the  pa- 
triots who  opposed  its  adoption,  or  the  confident 
hopes  of  its  advocates,  have  been  best  realized. 
The  great  dread  of  the  former  seems  to  have  been, 
that  the  reserved  powers  of  the  States  would  be 
absorbed  by  those  of  the  Federal  Government, 
and  a  consolidated  power  established,  leaving  to 
the  States  the  shadow,  only,  of  that  independent 
action  for  which  tbey  had  so  zealously  contended, 
and  on  the  preservation  of  which  they  relied  as  the 
last  hope  of  liberty.  Without  denying  that  the 
result  to  which  they  looked  with  so  much  appre- 
hension is  in  the  way  of  being  realized,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  they  did  not  clearly  see  the  mode  of  its 
accomplishment.  The  General  Government  has 
seized  upon  none  of  the  reserved  rights  of  the 
Slate?.  As  far  as  any  open  warfare  may  have 
gone,  the  State  authorities  have  amply  maintained 
their  rights.    To  a  casual  observer,  our  system 

Presents  no  appearance  of  discord  between  the 
ifferent  members  which  compose  it.  Even  the 
addition  of  many  new  ones  has  produced  no  jar- 
ring. They  move  in  their  respective  orbits  in 
perfect  harmony  with  the  central  head,  and  with 
each  other.  But  there  is  still  an  under  current  at 
work,  by  which,  if  not  seasonably  checked,  the 
worst  apprehensions  of  our  anti-federal  patriots 
will  be  realized.  And  not  only  will  the  State  au- 
thorities be  overshadowed  by  the  great  increase  of 
power  in  the  Executive  Department  of  the  General 
Government,  but  the  character  of  that  Govern- 
ment, if  not  its  designation,  be  essentially  and  radi- 
cally changed.  This  state  of  things  has  been  in 
part  effected  by  causes  inherent  in  the  Constiu- 
tion,  and  in  part  by  the  never-failing  tendency  of 
political  power  to  increase  itself.  By  making  the 
President  the  sole  distributor  of  all  the  patronage 
of  the  Government,  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
do  not  appear  to  have  anticipated  at  how  short  a 
period  it  would  become  a  formidable  instrument  to 
control  the  free  operations  of  the  State  Govern- 
ment*. Of  trifling  importance  at  first,  it  had,  early 
in  Mr.  Jefferson's  adminUtration,  become  £0 
powerful  as  to  create  great  alarm  in  the  mind 
of  that  patriot,  from  the  potent  influence  it 
might  exert  in  controlling  the  freedom  of  the 
elective  franchise.  If  such  could  have  then 
been  the  effects  of  its  influence,  how  much  greater 
must  be  the  danger  at  this  time,  quadrupled  in 
amouut,  as  it  certainly  is,  and  more  completely  un- 
der the  control  of  the  Executive  will,  than  their 
construction  of  their  powers  allowed,  or  the 
forbearing  characters  of  all  the  early  Presi- 
dents permitted  them  to  make!  But  it  is  not 
by  the  extent  of  its  patronage  alone  that  t|m 
Executive  Department  has  become    dangerous, 
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bat  by  the  use  which  it  appears  may  be  made  of 
the  appointing  power,  to  bring  under  its  control  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  country.  The  Constitution 
has  declared  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
see  that  the  laws  are  executed,  and  it  makes  him 
the  Commander-in  Chief  of  the  armies  and  navy 
of  the  United  States.  If  the  opinion  of  the  most 
approved  writers  upon  that  species  of  mixed  Go- 
vernment, which*,  in  modern  Europe,  is  termed 
monarchy,  in  contradistinction  to  despotism,  is  cor- 
rect, there  was  wanting  no  other  addition  to  the 
►  powers  of  our  Chief  Magistrate  to  stamp  a  mo- 
narchical character  on  our  Governmental  the  con- 
trol of  the  public  finances.  And  to  me  it  appears 
strange,  indeed,  that  any  one  should  doubt  that  the 
entire  control  which  the  President  possesses  over 
t|ie  officers  who  have  the  custody  of  the  public 
money,  by  the  power  of  removal  with  or  without 
cause,  does,  for  all  mischievous  purposes  at  least, 
virtually  subject  the  treasure  also  to  his  disposal. 
The  first  Roman  Emseror,  in  his  attempt  to  seize 
the  sacred  treasure,  silenced  the  opposition  of  the 
officer  to  whose  charge  it  had  been  committed, 
by  a  significant  allusion  to  his  sword.  By  a  selec- 
tion of  political  instrument*  for  the  care  of  the 
public  money,  a  reference  to  their  commissions  by 
a  Pres  dent,  would  be  quite  as  effectual  an  argu- 
ment as  that  of  Cao^ar  to  the  Roman  knight.  I  am 
not  insensible  of  the  great  difficulty  that  exists  in 
devising  a  proper  plan  for  the  safe  keeping  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  revenues,  and  I  know  the 
importance  which  has  been  attached  by  men  of 
great  abilities  and  patriotism  to  the  divorce,  as  it  is 
called,  of  the  Treasury  from  the  banking  institu- 
tions. It  is  not  the  divorce  which  i«  complained 
of,  but  the  unhallowed  union  of  the  Treasury  with 
the  Executive  Department  which  has  created  such 
extensive  alarm.  To  this  danger  to  our  Republi- 
can institutions,  and  that  created  by  the  influence 
given  to  the  Executive  through  the  instrumentality 
of  the  Federal  officers,  I  propose  to  apply  all  the 
remedies  which  may  be  at  my  command.  It  was 
certainly  a  great  error  in  the  tamers  of  the  Conrti- 
stution,  not  to  have  made  the  officer  at  the  head  of 
the  Treasury  Department  entirely  independent  of 
the  Executive.  He  should  at  least  have  bten  re- 
movable only  upon  the  demand  of  the  popular 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  I  have  determined  ne- 
ver to  remove  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  without 
communicating  all  the  circumstances  attending 
such  removal  to  both  Houses  of  Congress.  The 
influence  of  the  Executive  in  controlling  the  free- 
dom of  the  elective  franchise  through  the  medium 
of  the  public  officers  can  be  f  ffcctually  checked  by 
renewing  the  prohibition  published  by  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, forbidding  their  interference  in  elections  fur- 
ther than  giving  their  own  voles;  and  their  own  in- 
dependence secured  by  an  assurance  of  perfect  im- 
munity, in  exercising  this  sacred  privilege  of  free- 
men under  the  dictatfs  of  their  own  unbiased 
judgments.  Never,  with  my  consent,  shall  an  of- 
ficer of  the  people,  compensated  for  his  services 
out  of  their  pockets,  become  the  pliant  instrument 
of  Executive  will. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  means  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  which  might  be  used  with 
greater  effect,  for  unhallowed  purpose?,  than  the 
control  of  the  public  press.  The  maxim  which 
our  ancestors  derived  from  the  mother  country, 
that  "toe  freedom  of  the  press  is  the  great  bulwark 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty/?  is  one  of  the  most 
precious  legacies  which  they  have  left  ur.  We 
have  learned,  t  >o,7rom  our  own  as  well  as  the  ex- 
psrience  of  oiher  countries,  that  golden  shackles, 
by  whomsoever  or  by  whatever  pretence  imposed, 
are  as  fatal  to  it  as  the  iron  bonds  of  despotism. 
The  presses  in  the  necessary  employment  of  the  Go- 
vernment should  never  be  used  "  to  clear  the 
guilty,  or  to  varnish  crimes."  A  decent  and  manly 
examination  of  the  acts  of  the  Government  should 
be  not  only  tolerated  but  encouraged. 

tjnon  another  occasion  I  have  given  my  opinion, 
at  some  length,  upon  the  impropriety  of  Execu- 
tive interference  in  the  legislation  of  Congress. 
That  the  article  in  the  Constitution  making  it  (he 
duty  of  the  President  to  communicate  information, 
and  authorizing  him  to  recommend  measure?,  was 
not  intended  10  make  him  the  source  of  legislation, 
and,  in  particular,  that  he  should  never  be  looked 


to  for  schemes  of  finance.  It  would  be  very  strange, 
indeed,  that  the  Constitution  should  have  strictly 
lorbidden  one  branch  of  the  Legislature  from 
interfering  in  the  origination  of  such  bills,  and 
that  it  should  be  considered  proper  that  an  alto- 
gether different  department  of  the  Government 
should  be  permitted  to  do  so.  Some  of  our  best 
political  maxims  and  opinions  have  been  drawn 
from  our  parent  Isle.  There  are  others,  however, 
which  cannot  be  introduced  in  onr  system  without 
singular  incongruity,  and  the  production  of  much 
mischief.  And  this  I  conceive  to  be  one.  No  mat- 
ter iu  which  of  the  House?  of  Parliament  a  bill 
may  originate,  nor  by  whom  introduced,  a  minis- 
ter, or  a  member  of  the  opposition,  by  the  fiction  of 
law,  or  rather  of  constitutional  principle,  the  sove- 
reign is  supposed  to  have  prepared  it  agreeably  to 
his  wilt,  and  then  submitted  it  to  Patliament  for 
their  advice  and  consent.  Now,  the  very  reverse 
i*  the  case  here,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  princi- 

?le,  but  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  Constitution, 
'he  principle  certainly  assigns  to  the  only  body 
constituted  by  the  Constitution  (the  legislative 
body,)  the  power  to  make  laws,  and  the  forms 
even  direct  that  the  enactment  should  be  ascribed 
to  them.  The  Senate,  in  relation  to  revenue  bills, 
have  the  right  to  propose  amendments;  and  so  has 
the  Executive,  by  the  power  given  bim  to  return 
them  to  the  House  ot'  Representative?,  with  his  ob- 
jections. It  is  in  his  power,  also,  to  propose 
amendments  to  the  existing  re  venue  laws,  suggest- 
ed by  his  observations  upon  their  defective  or  inju- 
rious operation.  But  the  delicate  duty  of  devising 
schemes  of  revenue  should  be  left  where  the  Con- 
stitution has  placed  it— with  the  immediate  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people.  For  similar  reasons,  the 
mode  of  keeping  the  public  treasure  should  be  pre- 
scribed by  them;  and  the  farther  removed  it  may 
be  from  the  control  of  the  Executive,  the  more 
wholesome  the  arrangement,  and  the  more  in  ac- 
cordance with  Republican  principle. 

Connected  with  this  subject  is  the  character  of 
the  currency:  The  idea  of  making  it  exclusively 
metallic,  however  well  intended,  appears  to  me  to 
be  fraught  with  more  fatal  consequences  than  any 
other  scheme,  having  no  relation  to  the  personal 
rights  of  the  citizen,  that  has  ever  been  devised.  If 
any  single  scm<ime  could  produce  the  effect  of  ar- 
resting, at  once,  that  mutation  of  condition  by 
which  thousands  of  our  most  indigent  fellow  citi- 
zens, by  their  industry  and  enterprise,  are  raised  to 
the  possession  of  wealth,  that  is  the  one.  If  there 
is  one  measure  better  calculated  than  another  to 
produce  that  state  of  things  so  much  deprecated  by 
all  true  republicans,  by  which  the  rich  are  daily 
adding  to  their  hoards,  and  the  poor  sinking  deeper 
into  penury,  it  is  an  exclusive  metallic  currency. 
Or  if  there  is  a  process  by  which  the  character  of 
the  country  for  generosity  and  nobleness  of  feeling 
may  be  destroyed  by  the  gceat  increase  and  neces- 
sary toleration  of  usury,  it  is  an  exclusive  metallic 
currency. 

Amongst  the  other  duties  of  a  delicate  character 
which  the  President  is  called  upon  to  perform,  is 
the  supervision  of  the  government  of  the  Territo- 
ries of  the  United  States.  Those  of  them  which  are 
destined  to  become  members  of  our  great  political 
family,  are  compensated  by  their  rapid  progress 
from  infancy  to  manhood,  for  the  partial  and  tem- 
porary deprivation  of  their  political  rights.  It  is 
in  this  District,  only,  where  American  citizens  are 
to  be  found,  who,  under  a  settled  system  of  policy, 
are  deprived  of  many  important  political  privileges, 
without  any  inspiring  hope  a*  to  the  future.  Their 
only  consolation,  under  circumstances  of  such  de- 
privation, is  that  of  the  devoted  exterior  guards  of  a 
camp— that  their  sufferings  tecure  tranquillity  and 
safety  within.  Are  there  any  of  their  countcymen 
who  would  subject  them  to  greater  sacrifices,  10 
any  other  humiliations  than  those  essentially  neces- 
sary to  the  security  of  the  object  for  which  they 
were  thus  separated  from  their  fellow-citizens? 
Are  their  rights  alone  not  to  be  guarantied  by  ihe 
application  of  those  great  principle*,  upon  which 
all  onr  Constitutions  are  founded7  We  are  told  by 
the  greatest  of  British  orators  and  statesmen,  that, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, the  most  stupid  men  in  England  spoke  of 
"their  American  subjects."    Are  there,  indeed, 


citizens  of  any  of  our  States  who  have  dreamed  of 
their  subjects  in  the  District  of  Columbia?  Such 
dreams  can  never  be  realized  by  any  agency  of 
mine. 

The  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia  are  not 
the  subjects  of  the  people  of  the  States,  bnt  free 
American  citizens.  Being  in  the  latter  condition 
when  the  Constitution  was  formed,  no  words  need 
in  that  instrument  could  have  been  intended  to  de- 
prive them  of  that  character.  If  there  is  any  thing 
in  the  great  principles  of  unalienable  rights,  so  em- 
phatically insisted  upon  in  our  Declaration  of  la- 
dependence,  they  could  neither  make,  nor  the 
United  States  accept,  a  surrender  of  their  liberties, 
and  become  the  subjects,  in  other  words,  the  slaves, 
of  their  former  fellow-citizens.  If  this  be  true, 
and  it  will  scarcely  be  denied  by  aay  one  who  has 
a  correct  idea  of  his  own  rights  as  an  American 
citizen,  the  grant  to  Congress  of  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  District  of  Columbia,  can  be  inter- 
preted so  far  as  respects  the  aggregate  people  of 
the  United  Stales,  as  meaning  nothing  more  than 
to  allow  to  Congress  the  controlling  power  neces- 
sary to  afford  a  free  and  safe  exercise  of  the  func- 
tions assigned  to  the  General  Government  by  las 
Constitution.  In  all  other  respects,  the  legislation 
of  Congress  should  be  adapted  to  their  peculiar  po- 
sition and  wants,  and  be  conformable  with  their 
deliberate  opinions  of  their  own  interests. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  re- 
spective Departments  of  the  Government,  as  well 
as  all  the  other  authorities  of  our  country,  within 
their  appropriate  orbits.  This  is  a  matter  of  diffi- 
culty in  some  cases,  as  the  powers  which  they  re- 
spectively claim  are  often  not  defined  by  very  dis- 
tinct lines.  Misehievous,  however,  in  their  tenden- 
cies, as  collisions  of  this  kind  may  be,  those  which 
arise  between  the  respective  communities,  which 
for  certain  purposes  compose  one  nation,  are  much 
more  so;  for  no  such  nation  can  long  exist  without 
the  careful  culture  of  those  feelings  of  confi- 
dence and  affection  which  are  the  effective 
bonds  of  anion  between  free  and  confederated 
Slates.  Strong  as  is  the  tie  of  interest,  it  has 
been  often  found  ineffectual.  Men,  blinded 
by  their  passions,  have  been  known  to  adopt  mea- 
sures for  their  country  in  direct  opposition  to  nil  the 
suggestions  of  policy.  The  alternative,  then,  is, 
to  destroy  or  keep  down  a  bad  passion  by  creating 
and  fostering  a  good  one;  and  this  seems  to  be  the 
corner  stone  upon  which  our  American  political 
architects  have  reared  tht  fabric  of  onr  Govern- 
ment. The  cement  which  was  to  bind  it,  and  per- 
petuate its  existence,  wa*  the  affectionate  attach- 
ment between  all  its  members.  To  insure  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  feeling,  produced  at  first  by  a  eos*» 
m unity  of  dangers,  of  sufferings  and  of  internets, 
the  advantages  of  each  were  nrtde  accessible  to  aH. 
No  participation  in  any  good,  possessed  by  any 
member  of  an  extensive  confederacy,  except  in  do- 
mestic government,  was  withheld  from  the  citizen 
of  any  other  member.  By  a  process  attended 
with  no  difficulty,  no  delay,  no  expense  bnt  that  of 
removal,  the  citizen  of  one  might  become  the  citi- 
zen of  any  other,  and  successively  of  the  whole. 
The  lines,  too,  separatin<  powers  to  bi  exercised 
by  the  citizens  of  one  Stat?  from  those  of  another, 
seem  to  be  so  distinctly  drawn  as  to  leave  no  room 
frr  misunderstanding.  The  cit  zens  of  each  State 
mvtc  in  their  persons  all  the  privileges  which  that 
character  confers,  and  all  that  they  may  claim  as 
citizens  of  the  United  S:ates;  but  in  no  case  can 
the  same  person,  at  the  same  time,  act  as  the  citi- 
zen of  two  separate  States,  and  "he  is  therefor*  •**»- 
tively  precluded  from  any  interference  arffa  Ihe  ve- 
urved  pouters  of  any  Slate  but  that  tf  which  he  if,  Jfcr 
the  time  being,  a  ctizen.  He  may  indeed  offer  to 
the  citizens  of  other  States  bis  advice  as  to  their 
management,  an  J  the  form  in  which  it  is  tendered 
is  left  to  his  own  discretion  and  sense  of  propriety. 

It  may  be  observed,  however,  that  organised  as- 
sociations of  citizens,  requiring  compliance  with 
their  wishes,  too  much  resemble  the  reeewtsteWa- 
tions  ot  Athens  t*  her  allies — supported  by  ah  arm- 
ed and  powerful  fleet.  It  was,  indeed,  to  the  ambi- 
tion of  the  leading  States  of  Greece  to  control  tan 
domestic  concerns  of  the  others,  that  the  destnm- 
tion  of  that  celebrated  confederacy,  and  sntee- 
quently  of  all  its  members,  is  mainly  to  be  altti- 
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billed.  And  it  is  owing  to  the  absence  of  that 
spirit  that  the  Helvetic  confederacy  has  for  so  ma- 
ny years  been  preferred.  Never  has  there  been 
seen  in  the  institutions  of  the  separate  members  of 
any  confederacy  more  elements  of  discord.  In  the 
principles  and  lor ms  of  government  and  religon, 
as  well  as  in  the  circuins'ances  of  the  several  can- 
tons, so  marked  a  discrepance  was  observable,  as 
to  promise  any  thing  but  harmony  in  their  inter- 
coarse  or  permanency  in  their  alliance.  And  yet, 
for  ages,  neither  has  bee*  interrupted.  Content 
with  the  positive  benefits  which  their  anion  pro- 
duced, with,  the  independence  and  safety  fiom  fo- 
reign; aggression  which  it  secured,  these  sagacious 
people  respected  the  institutions  of  each  other, 
however  repugnant  to  their  own  principles  and  pre- 
judices. 

Oar  Confederacy,  fellow-citzens,  can  only  be 
preserved  by  the  same  forbearance.  Our  citizens 
must  be  content  with  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
with  which  the  Constitution  clothes  them.  The .  at- 
tempt of  those  of  one  State  to  control  the.  do- 
mestic institutions  of  another,  can  only  result  in 
feelings  of  distrust  and  jealousy,  the  certain  h*r 
Dingers  of  disunion,  violence,  civil  war,  and  the 
ultimsie  destruction  of  our  free  institutions.  Our 
Confederacy  is  perfectly  illustrated  by  the  terms 
and  principles  governing  a  common  copartnership. 
There  a  fund  of  power  is  to  be  exercised  under 
the  direction  of  the  joint  councils  of  the  allied 
members,  but  that  which  has  been  reserved  by  the 
individual  members  is  intangible  to  the  common 
Government  or  the  individual  members  composing 
iL  To  attempt  it  finds  no  support  in  the  principles 
of  our  Constitution.  It  should  be  our  constant 
and  earnest  endeavor  mutually  to  cultivate  a  spirit 
of  concord  and  harmonv  among  the  various  parts 
of  our  Confederacy.  Experience  has  abundantly 
taught  us  that  the  agitation  by  eiiiaens  of  one  part 
of  the  Union  of  a  subject  not  confided  to  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  but  exclusively  under  the  guar- 
dianship of  the  local  authorities,  is  productive  of  no 
other  consequences  thin  bitterness,  alienation,  dis- 
cord, and  injury  to  the  very  cause  which  is  in- 
tended to  be  advanced.  .  Of  all  the  great  interests 
which  appertain  to  our  country,  that  of  union, 
cordial,  confiding,  fraternal  union,  is  by  far  the 
moat  important,  since  it  is  the  only  true  and  sure 
guarantee  of  all  others. 

la  consequence  of  the  embarrassed  state  of  busi- 
ness aad  the  currency,  some  of  the  States  may 
meet  with  difficulty  in  their  financial  concerns. 
However  deeply  we  may  regret  any  thing  im pru- 
dent or  excessive  in  the  engagements  into  which 
States  have  entered  for  purposes  of  their  own,  it 
does  not  become  us  to  disparage  the  State  Go- 
vernments, nor  to  discourage  them  from  making 
proper  efforts  for  their  own  relief;  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  our  duty  to  encourage  them,  to  the  extent  of 
ear  constitutional  authority,  to  apply  their  best 
mean«,  and  cheerfully  to  make  all  necessary  sacri- 
fices, and  submit  to  all  necessary  burdens  to  fulfil 
their  engagements  and  maintain  their  credit;  for 
the  character  and  credit  of  the  several  Stateiform 
*  part  of  the  character  and  credit  of  the  whole  coun- 
try. The  resources  of  the  country  are  abundant, 
the  enterprise  and  activity  of  eur  people  proverbial; 
and  we  may  well  hope  that  wise  legislation  and 
prudent  administration,  by  the  respective  Govern- 
ments, each  acting  within  its  own  sphere,  will  re- 
store former  prosperity. 

Unpleasant  and  even  dangerous  as  collisions  may 
sometimes  be,  between  the  constituted  authorities  or 
the  citizens  of  our  country,  in  relation  to  the  lines 
which  separate  their  respective  jurisdiction?,  the 
results  can  be  of  no  vital  injury  to  our  institutions, 
■  if  that  ardent  patriotism,  that  devoted  attachment 
to  liberty,  that  spirit  of  moderation  and  forbear- 
ance, lor  which  our  countrymen  were  once  distin- 
guished, continue  to  be  cherished.  If  this  conti- 
nues to  be  the  ruling  passion  of  oar  soul?,  the 
weaker  feelings  of  the  mistaken  enthusiast  will  be 
corrected,  the  Eutopian  dreams  ef  the  scheming  po- 
litician dittipa'ed,  and  the  complicated  intrigue*  of 
medemagoeue  rendered  harmless.  Toe  spirit  of 
liberty  is  the  sovereign  balm  for  r very  injary  which 
onr  insti  ut  pas  may  .receive.  On  >he  contrary,  no 
care  th ft  can  be  used  in  the  construction  of  our 
Goverjuneu*,  uu  ui vision  ui  powers,  no  distribution 


of  checks  in  its  several  departments,  will  prove  ef- 
fectual to  keep  us  a  free  people,  if  this  spirit  is 
suffered  to  decay — and  decay  it  will,  without  con- 
stant nurture.  To  the  neglect  of  this  duty,  the 
best  historians  agree  in  attributing  the  ruin  of  all 
the  Republics  with  whose  existence  and  fail 
their  writings  have  made  us  acquainted.  The 
same  causes  will  ever  produce  the  same  ef- 
fects; and  as  long  as  the  love  of  power  is  a  do- 
minant passion  of  the  human  bosom,  and  as  long  as 
the  understandings  of  men  can  be  warped  and 
their  affections  changed  by  operations  upon  their 
passions  and  prejudices,  so  long  will  the  liberty  of 
a  people  depend  on  their  own  constant  attention  to 
its  preservation.  The  danger  to  all  well  established 
free  Governments  arises  from  the  unwillingness  ef 
the  people  to  believe  in  its  existence,  or  fiom  the 
influence  of  designing  mm,  diverting  their  atten- 
tion from  the  quarter  whence  it  approaches,  to  a 
source  from  uhich  it  can  never  come.  This  is  the 
old  trick  of  those  who  would  usurp  the  Govern- 
ment of  their  country.  In  the  name  of  Demo- 
cracy they  speak,  warning  the  people  against  the 
influence  of  wealth  aad  the  danger  of  aristocracy. 
History,  ancient  and  modern,  is  full  of  such  ex- 
examples.  Cawar  became  the  master  of  the  Ro- 
man people  and  the  Seua'e  under  the  pretence  of 
supporting  the  Democratic  claims  of  the  former 
against. the  aristocracy  of  the  latter;  Cromwell,  in 
the  character  of  protector  of  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, became  the  dictator  of  England;  and  Bolivar 
po;s:ssed  himself  of  unlimited  power,  wiih  the 
title  of  bis  country's  Liberator.  There  is,  on  the 
contrary,  no  single  instance  on  record  of  an  exten- 
sive and  well  established  Republic  being  changed 
into  an  aristocracy.  The  tendencies  of  all  such 
Governments  in  their  decline  is  to  monarchy;  and 
the  antagonist  principle  to  liberty  there  is  the 
spirit  of  faction — a  spirit  which  assumes  the  cha- 
racter, and,  in  times  of  great  excitement,  imposes 
itself  upon  the  people  as  the  genuine  spirit  of 
freedom,  and  like  the  false  Christs  whose  coming 
was  foretold  by  the  Saviour,  seek?  to,  and  were  it 
possible  would,  impose  upon  the  true  and  most 
faithful  disciples  of  liberty.  It  is  in  periods  like  this 
that  it  behooves  ihe  people  to  be  most  watchful  of 
those  to  whom  they  have  intrusted  power.  And 
although  there  is  at  times  much  difficulty  in  dis- 
tinguishing the  false  from  the  true  spirit,  a  calm 
and  dispassionate  investigation  will  detect  the 
counterfeit  as  well  by  the  character  of  its  operations, 
as  the  results  that  are  produced.  The  true  spirit  of 
liberty,  although  devoted,  persevering,  bold,  and  un- 
compromising in  principle,  that  secured,  is  mild  and 
tolerant  and  scrupulous  as  to  the  means  it  employs; 
whilst  the  spirit  of  party,  assuming  to  be  that  of 
liberty,  is  harsh,  vindictive,  and  intolerant,  and  to- 
tally reckless  as  to  the  character  of  the  allies  which 
it  brings  to  the  aid  of  its  cause.  When  the  genu- 
ine spirit  of  liberty  animates  the  body  of  a  people 
to  a  thorough  examination  of  their  affairs  it  leads 
to  the  excision  of  every  excrescence  which  may 
have  fastened  itself  upon  any  of  the  Departments 
of  the  Government,  and  restores  the  system  to  its 
pristine  health  and  beauty.  But  the  reign  of  an 
intolerant  spirit  of  party  amongst  a  free  people, 
seldom  fails  to  result  in  a  dangerous  accession  to 
the  Executive  power  introduced  and  established 
amidst  unusual  professions  of  devotion  to  Demo- 
cracy. , 

The  foregoing  remarks  relate  almost  exclusively 
to  matters  connected  with  our  domestic  concerns. 
It  may  be  proper,  however,  that  I  should  give 
tome  indications  to  my  fellow -citizens  of  my  pro- 
posed course  of  conduct  in  the  management  of  our 
foreign  relation*.  1  assure  them,  therefore,  that  it 
is  my  intention  to  use  every  means  in  my  power  to 
preserve  the  friendly  intercourse  which  now  so 
.happily  subsists  with  every  foreign  nation;  and 
that,  although,  of  course,  not  well  informed  as  to 
the  state  of  any  pending  negotiations  with  anv  of 
them,  I  «.ee  in  the  personal  characters  of  the  S  we- 
reigns,  as  well  as  in  the  mutual  interest  of  our 
own  and  of  the  Governments  with  which  our  rela- 
tions are  most  intimate,  a  pleasing  guarantee  that 
the  harmony  se  important  to  the  interests  of  their 
subject*,  as  well  as  our  citizens,  will  not  be  inter- 
rupted by  the  advancement  of  any  claim,  or  pre- 
tension upon  their  part  to  which  our  honor  would 


not  permit  us  to  yield.  Long  the  defender  of  my 
country's  rights  in  (he  field,  I  trust  that  my  fellow- 
citizens  will  not  see.  in  my  earnest  desire  to  pre- 
serve peace  with  foreign  powers  any  indication 
that  their  rights  will  ever  be  sacrificed,  or  the  ho- 
nor of  the  nation  tarnished,  by  any  admission  on 
the  part  of  their  Chief  Magistrate  unworthy  of 
their  former  glory. 

In  our  intercourse  with  our  Aboriginal  neighbors 
the  same  liberality  and  justice,  which  marked  the 
course  prescribed  to  me  by  two  of  my  illustrious 
predecessors  when  acting  under  their  direction  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  Superintendent  and 
Commissioner,  shall  be  strictly  observed.  I  can 
conceive  of  no  more  sublime  spectacle— -none  more 
likely  to  propitiate  an  impartial  and  common  Crea- 
tor, than  a  rigid  adherence  to  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice on  the  part  of  a  powerful  nation  in  its  transac- 
tions with  a  weaker  and  uncivilized  people,  whom 
circumstances  have  placed  at  its  disposal. 

Before  concluding,  fellow  citizens,  I  must  say 
something  to  you  on  the  subject  of  the  parties  at 
this  time  existing  in  our  country.  To  me  it  ap- 
pears perfectly  clear,  that  the  interest  of  that  coun- 
try requires  that  the  violence  of  the  spirit  by  which 
those  parties  are  at  this  time  governed,  must  be 
greatly  mitigated,  if  not  entirely  extinguished,  or 
consequences  will  ensue  which  are  appalling  to  be 
thought  of.  If  parties  in  a  Republic  are  necessary 
to  secure  a  degree  of  vigilance  sufficient  to  keep 
the  public  functionaries  within  the  bounds  of  law 
and  duty,  at  that  point  their  usefulness  ends.  Be- 
yond that,  they  become  destructive  of  public  vir- 
tu re,  the  parents  of  a  spirit  antagonist  to  that  of 
liberty,  and,  eventually,  its  inevitable  conqueror. 
We  have  examples  of  Republics,  where  the  love  of 
country  and  of  liberty,  at  one  time,  were  the  domi- 
nant passions  of  the  whole  mass  of  citizens.  And 
yet,  with  the  continuance  of  the  name  and  forms 
of  free  Government,  not  a  vestige  of  these  .qualities 
remaining  in  the  bosom  of  any  one  its  citizens.  It 
was  the  beautiful  remark  of  a  distinguished  Eng- 
lish writer  that  "in  the  Roman  Senate,  Octavius 
had  a,  party,  and  Antony  a  party,  but  the  Com- 
monwealth bad  none."  Yet  the  Senate  con- 
tinued to  meet  in  the  Temple  of  Liberty,  to  talk  of 
the  sacred d ess  and  beauty  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  gaze  at  the  statues  of  the  elder  Brutus  and  of 
the  Curtti  and  Decii.  And  the  people  assembled 
in  the  forum,  not  as  in  the  days  of  Camillas  and 
the  Scipios,  to  cast  their  free  votes  for  annual  ma- 
gistrates or  pass  upon  the  acts  of  the  Senate,  but 
to  receive  from  the  hands  of  the  leaders  of  tha  re- 
spective parties  their  share  of  the  spoils,  and  lo 
shout  fov0one  or  the  other  as  those  collected  in 
Gaul  or  Egypt  and  the  Less  >r  Asia,  would  furnish 
the  larger  dividend.  The  spirit  of  liberty  had  fled, 
and,  avoiding  the  abodes  of  civilized  man,  had 
sought  protection  in  the  wilds  of  Scythia  or  Scan- 
dinavia; and  so,  under  the  operation  of  the  same 
caines  and  influences,  it  will  fly  from  our  Capitol 
and  our  forums.  A  calamity  so  awful,  not  only  to 
our  country  but  to  the  world,  must  be  deprecated 
by  every  patriot;  and  every  tendency  to  a  state  of 
things  likely  to  produce  it  immediately  checked. 
Such  a  tendency  has  existed — does  exist.  Always 
the  friend  of  my  countrymen,  never  their  flatterer, 
it  becomes  my  duty  to  say  to  them  from  this  high 
place  to  which  their  partiality  has  exalted  me,  that 
there  exists  in  the  I  And  a  spirit  hostile  to  their  best 
interests — hostile  to  liberty  itself.  It  is  a  spirit  con- 
tracted in  its  views,  selfish  in  its  object.  It  looks 
to  the  aggrandisement  or  a  few,  even  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  interest  of  the  whole.  The 
entre  remedy  is  with  the  peopled  Something, 
however,  may  he  effected  by  the  means  which 
tbey  have  placed  in  ray  bands.  It  is  union  that 
we  wan',  not  of  a  party  for  the  sake  of  that  party, 
but  a  nn;on  of  the  who'e  country  for  the  sake  of 
the  whole  country — for  the  defence  of  its  interests 
and  its  honor  against  foreign  aggression,  for  the  de- 
fence of  those  principles  for  which  our  ancestors  so 
gloriously  contended.  *s  far  as  it  depends  upon 
me,  it  shall  be  accomplished.  All  the  influence 
that  I  possess,  shall  be  exerted  to  prevent  the  for- 
mation at  least  of  an  Executive  pany  in  the  halls 
of  the  legislative  body.  I  wish  for  the  support  of 
no  member  of  that  body  to  any  measure  of  mine 
that  does  not  satisfy  his  judgment  and  his  sense  of 
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duty  to  those  from  whom  he  holds  his  appointment; 
nor  any  confidence  in  advance  from  the  people, 
bnt  that  asked  for  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  "to  give  firm* 
ness  and  effect  to  the  legal  administration  of  their 
affairs." 

I  deem  the  present  occasion  sufficiently  im- 
portant and  solemn  to  justify  me  in  expressing  to 
my  fellow-citizens  a  profound  reverence  for  the 
Christian  religion,  and  a  thorough  conviction  that 
sonnd  morals,  religions  liberty,  and  a  just  sense  of 
religions  responsibility,  are  essentially  connected 
with  all  true  and  lasting  happines:;  and  to  that 
good  Being  who  b%s  blessed  ns  by  the  gifts  of 
civil  and  religious  freedom,  who  watched  over  and 
prospered  the  labors  of  our  fathers,  and  has  hith- 
erto presented  to  ns  institutions  for  exceeding  in 
excellence  those  of  any  other  people,  let  us  unite 
in  fervently  commending  every  interest  of  our  be- 
loved country  in  all  future  time. 

The  oath  of  office  was  then  administered  to  the 
Pbjbsidkmt  of  thk  United  Statss  by  Chief  Jus- 
tice  Tanvt,  and  the  President  concluded  his  inau- 
gural address  as  follows: 

Fellow-citizens:  Being  fully  invested  with  that  high 
office  to  which  the  partiality  of  my  countrymen  has 
called  me,  I  now  take  an  affectionate  leave  of  you. 
You  will  bear  with  you  to  your  homes  the  remem- 
brance of  (he  pledge  I  have  this  day  given  to  dis- 
charge all  the  high  duties  of  my  exalted  station, 
according  to  the  best  of  my  ability;  and  I  shall 
enter  upon  their  performance  with  entire  confi- 
dence in  the  support  of  a  just  generous  people. 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  address,  the  members 
of  the  Senate,  preceded  by  the  Vice  President,  Se- 
cretary, and  Sergeant-  at-arms,  returned  to  the  Se- 
nate chamber. 

Mr.  BAYARD  submitted  the  following  resolu 
tion: 

Ruohtd,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Hon.  William  R.  King,  for  the  abi- 
lity and  impartiality  with  which  he  has  discharged 
the  duties  of  President  pn;  rem.  of  the  Sena's. 

The  resolution  was  considered  and  agreed  to, 
unanimously. 

Mr.  MANGTJM  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate;  which  lays 
over  one  day. 

Ruolvtd,  That  Blair  and  Rives  be  dismissed  as 
Printers  of  the  Senate  for  the  27th  Congress. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at 
12  o'clock. 


IN  SENATE, 
Friday,  March  5,  1841. 

Mr.  MANGUM  moved  that  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  he  offered  yesterday,  be  now  taken 
up: 

Revived,  That  Blair  and  Rives  be  dismiss  d  as 
Printers  of  the  Senate  for  the  27ih  Congress. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said,  before  that  motion  was  pat, 
it  appeared  to  him  there  was  a  preliminary  ques- 
tion, on  which  it  became  the  daty  of  the  Senate  to 
pass;  that  is,  whether  it  was  in  order  to  entertain 
that  resolution  at  this  time,  the  Senate  being  in  its 
Executive  and  not  in  its  legislative  capacity  here. 
That  resolution  had  for  its  object  the  undoing  of 
that  which  the  Senate  did  in  its  legislative  charac- 
ter; and  be  therefore  desired  that  the  preliminary 
question  should  be  first  settled,  whether  it  was  com- 
petent for  the  Senate,  ia  its  character  of  an  Exe- 
cutive Council  to  the  President,  (for  that  was  then 
its  character,  and  that  alone,)  to  undo  an  act  which 
it  did  in  its  legislative  chatacter,  as  part  of  the  law- 
making power.  He  desired  to  take  the  pleasure  of 
the  Senate  on  the  question,  whether  it  is  in  order 
now  to  enteitain  the  motion  to  call  this  resolution 
up. 

The  PRESIDENT  said  the  point  of  order  was 
involved  in  the  motion  to  take  up,  and  would  be  de- 
cided by  the  Senate  in  the  vote  on  that  question. 

Mr.  ALLEN  then  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes 
on  the  motion  to  take  up  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky.    Agreed. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  then  ordered. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  wished  to  say  a  single 
word  on  this  question  of  order.  The  Senate  was 
there  organized  with  its  President  at  its  bead,  and 
it  might,  therefore,  do  any  thirg  which  a  Senate  I 


can  do.  The  resolution  proposed  to  be  rescinded 
related  to  an  officer  elected  by  the  Senate,  and  it 
could  no  mere  be  asserted  ihat  he  was  elected  in 
their  legislative  than  in  their  Executive  capacity. 
He  was  elected  as  was  their  Doorkeeper,  or  their 
8ergeant-&t-Arms,  or  any  body  else.  The  Senate 
was  there,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
country,  and  it  might  do  any  thing  which  it  was 
competent  for  a  Senate  to  do,  and  it  might  appoint 
those  officers'  whose  agency  was  necessary  to  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said,  it  was  difficult  to  say  whether 
the  election  of  an  officer  was  Executive  or  legisla- 
tive in  its  character:  properly  speaking,  it  was 
neither.  But  here  was  an  act  done  by  the  Senate 
whilst  acting  in  its  character  of  a  branch  of  the  le- 
gislative body.  The  proof  of  that  fact  was,  that 
this  body  was  required,  when  sitting  on  Executive 
business,  to  sit  with  closed  doors;  and  the  election 
of  this  Printer  took  place  with  open  doors.  Tne 
election  of  this  officer  took  place  under  circum- 
stances, and  under  a  joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  which  made  it  the  duly  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  'to  communicate  the  fact  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  then  in  cession, 
that  it  had  elected  A  B,  or  C  D,  to  be  the  Pub- 
lic Printer  for  the  body;  and  now  when  this  body, 
as  a  branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  acting 
under  a  joint  rule  of  the  two  branches  of  the  Go- 
vernment, has  elected  a  public  officer,  whose  du- 
ties are  connected  with  both  Houses  of  Congress — 
when  they  had  done  that  with  open  doors,  not  in  their 
Executive  but  in  their  legislativecharacu?r— and,  fur- 
thermore, when  they  had  informed  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  this,  could  they  now,  when  the 
House  was  disbanded,  annul  this  act,  and  bring  the 
House  here  next  year,  totally  ignorant  vf  the  fact 
who  is  the  Printer  to  the  Senate?  If  It  were  an 
Executive  election,  why  was  it  not  done  with  closed 
floors,  when  the  rule,  under  which  this  body  acts, 
requires  that  all  Executive  business  shall  be  trans- 
acted with  closed  doors?  He  repeated  that,  in  it- 
self, the  act  was  neither  Executive  nor  legislative; 
and  it  derived  its  character  of  an  Executive  or  le- 
gislative act,  from  the  position  the  Senate  assumed 
at  the  time  the  act  was  done;  and  that  was  either 
as  to  the  publicity  or  secrecy  with  which  the  Senate 
sat.  This  was  dene  as  a  legislative  act,  and,  as 
such,  they  informed  the  other  branch  of  Congress 
of  the  fact.  They  had  so  acted,  and  it  seemed  to 
him  they  might,  with  equal  propriety,  rescind 
every  resolution  which  they  bad  passed  in  their 
character  of  a  legislative  body.  And  as  to  the  as- 
sertion that  this  was  a  new  Senate,  he  denied 
the  fact.  The  argument  so  much  relied  on  in  this 
di*  cession,  and  on  which  so  much  logic  and  rea- 
soning had  been  wasted  in  opposition  to  the  elec- 
tion of  these  Printers,  was  untrue.  There  was  no 
such  thing  as  a  new  Senate  known  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  Republic.  They  might  as  well 
speak  of  a  new  Supreme  Court  as  of  a  new  Se- 
nate. There  was  a  new  House  of  Representatives, 
because  the  entire  House  expired  at  the  expiration 
of  the  second  year,  and  because  the  4  th  of  March 
terminated  the  life  of  that  body.  But  not  so  the 
Senate.  The  Constitution  replenishes  that  body 
every  two  years,  by  the  election  of  a  class  of  Sena- 
tors, and  thereby  gives  eternity  to  the  duration  of 
the  body.  There  was  no  new,  nor  was  there  any 
old,  Senate.  The  same  Senate,  therefore,  which 
elected  Blair  and  Rives,  now,  without  charge  or 
allegation,  proposes  to  rescind  the  act;  bnt  he 
would  not  go  into  that.  He  again  said  the  action 
of  the  Senate,  on  this  election,  was  not  with  closed 
doors;  their  rules  required  all  Executive  action 
should  be  had  with  closed  doors.  This  was  not  so 
had;  and  the  circumstances  of  the  acr,  which  in 
iu-elf  was  neither  necessarily  Executive  nor  legisla- 
tive, compelled  them  to  look  to  the  character  they 
atbumed  at  *he  time  they  did  the  act,  in  order  to  de- 
cide en  the  character  of  the  act  itsslf.  He  had  now 
done  with  this  for  the  present. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  before  the  question  was  taken, 
wished  to  know  whether  he  had  correctly  under- 
stood the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  say  that  the 
Senate,  with  its  President  at  its  head,  was  compe- 
tent to  do  any  act  which  a  Senate  of  the  United 
States  can  do? 

Mr.  CLAYv  Separate  from  the  House. 


Mr.  WRIGHT.  That  was  a  very  important  qua- 
lification; and  it  remained  then  for  the  Senate  to  in- 
quire whether  the  Senate  legislatively  can  do  any  act 
when  there  is  no  House  of  Represented  v  *  organized 
and  sitting,  and  when  there  is  none  in  existence.  It 
seemed  to  htm,  then,  they  must  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  their  powers  there,  whatever  they 
might  be,  weie  those  which  pertain  to  the  Execu- 
tive action  of  the  Senate  as  a  council  of  the  Preai-  « 
dent  in  matters  of  appointment.  Though  he  had 
not  had  time  to  examine  this  question,  ha  asked 
Senators  on  all  sides  what  bad  been  the  uniform 
practice  of  the  Senate  on  questions  of  this  sort;  for 
every  four  years  since  the  commencement  of  the 
Government  there  had  been  a  special  session  like 
the  present.  Had  the  Senate  ever,  at  any  sessioa 
of  that  character,  attempted  to  appoint  even  its 
Sergeaht-at-arms  or  its  Doorkeeper?  Since  he  had 
been  a  member  of  the  body  he  did  not  believe  they 
ever  had;  and,  within  bis  experience,  he  anew  that, 
although  the  new  Senate,  if  gentlemen  were  pleased 
to  call  it  so,  had  had  these  special  sessions,  then 
never  had  been  a  question  that  those  offices  were 
vacant,  and  to  be  filled  a*  the  commencement  of 
a  legislative  session.  What  were  properly  their 
powers,  acting  as  an  Executive  council,  under  the 
Constitution?  Could  they  originate  any  thing? 
Could  they  do  any  thing  but  to  advise  and  consent, 
or  dissent,  on  subjects  laid  before  them  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States — to  wit,  nominations  or 
treaties?  And  had  the  Senate  ever  attempted  to  do  any 
thing  else,  whether  with  open  or  with  closed  doors? 
for  that,  he  apprehended,  was  a  mere  matter  of  rale 
of  the  Senate.  Well,  what  were  their  rales,  the*? 
He  had  never  heard  it  pretended  that  the  rales  of 
the  Senate  are  not  perpetual,  from  Congress  io  Con- 
gress, unless  they  were  changed  by  the  body.  The 
rules  were  not  now  changed;  and  what  then  were 
they  doing?*  Why,  they  were  debating  this  mans 
in  violation  of  their  rules,  and  by  their  action  were 
assuming  to  exercise  legislative  powers.  He  bed 
expected,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  that  )he 
very  first  motion  this  morning,  after  the  Senate 
was  constitutionally  organized,  would  be  to  eon- 
municate  to  the  President  that  a  quorum  was  pre- 
sent, and  that  they  were  ready  to  receive  any  eeav 
monication  from  him  that  be  might  have  to  make; 
that  they  would  then  assume  their  Exreatrve 
form,  and,  if  their  doors  were  thrown  open,  that  it 
would  be  by  order  of  the  Senate,  without  assuming 
any  other  than  an  Executive  form.  These  were 
the  honest  impressions  of  his  mind. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  admitted,  with  the  Senator  if  otm 
New  York,  [Mr.  Weight,]  that  the  Senate  them  as- 
sembled there  could  do  no  legislative  act;  ihey  wege 
not  sitting  as  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  bat 
on  the  summons  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  but,  having  come  there,  they  could  perform 
any  act  which  was  necessary  to  organize  that  body 
— they  could  do  any  act  which  a  Senate  can  do, 
which  did  not  require  the  action  of  the  other  Hosjse. 
For  instance,  if  their  President  should  be  taken  ill, 
nobody  doubted  that  they  could  elect  a  President 
pro  fan.;  and  if  their  Secretary  should  be  sice:,  was 
there  any  doubt  that  they  had  the  power  to  appoint 
another  Secretary  at  their  pleasure?  These  offices, 
beyond  all  question,  were  held  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Stoate,  and  the  officers  might  be  remofcd  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Senate.  It  did  net  require  die 
concurrence  of  the  other  House.  It  was  an  net 
simply  of  the  Senate  for  its  organization.  Nov 
they  found  it  necessary  to  go  into  the  election  of  a. 
Printer;  bnt  they  were  told  the  office  was  filled 
With  that  he  did  not  agree.  He  believed  the  not 
performed  was  a  nullity,  and  not  consistent  with 
the  powers  given  them  by  the  Constitution  to  ap- 
point their  own  officers;  and  therefore  they  cow 
remove  these  Printers,  and  go  into  the  election  of 
other  Printers. 

He  confessed,  however,  he  did  cot  like 
the  form  in  which  it  was  presented,  and 
he  should  have  liked  it  better,  if  it  bad 
come  in  another  shape;  but  he  would  not 
discus  that.  There  they  were*  organised 
the  summons  of  the  President  of  the  United  f 
This  was  not  a  legislative  act  which  required  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  it 
was  a  meie  act  of  this  body,  and  to  denv  that  they 
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bad~me  power  to  do  this  set,  was  to  deny  that  they 
were  sitting  as  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  requested  that  the  bond  given 
by  Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives  might  be  read. 

Tbe  Secretary  accordingly  read  the  bond. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  he  was  scarcely  in  a 
conditio*  to  articulate,  and  he  »boold  economise 
words  as  much  as  possible.  Bat  as  to  the  character 
of  this  bond,  what  was  it  ?  It  was  a  bond  to  do  the 
•  dalies  of  the  office;  bat  if  the  Printer*  went  out  the 
bend  was  vacated  by  tbe  fact.  The  question  was 
not,  then,  on  the  propriety  of  the  dismissal  of  these 
Printers;  that  quest  ion  would  come  op  when  the 
resoUtium  came  op;  bat  it  was  a  question  of  order 
raised  on  the  other  side  of  the  S«nate,  (by  Mr.  Al- 
ls**) and  re-echoed  on  tht?  side  (by  Mr.  Wright) 
bat  not  with  a  perfect  coincidence.  It  was  con- 
teadedon  one  side  thai  the  Senate  was  a  continuous, 
never-dying  body,  and  on  tbe  other  side  it  was  said 
there  was  no  House  of  Representatives.  Bar  in 
the  true  contemplation  of  the  Constitution,  the  Se- 
nate, and  the  House  too,  were  supposed  to  be  in  ex- 
istence*, for  if  the  States  had  discharged  their  duties 
by  the  election  of  members,  they  were  ready  to 
form  a  House.  The  Senate  and  the  House  were, 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  Constitution,  continuous 
bodies;  ihey  were  not  identical  in  the  mem- 
bers that  composed  them,  but  he  hoped  that, 
though  theoretically  always  in  existence,  the 
acts  and  measures  of  the  Senate  would  depend 
oa  the  component  members  that  constitute  the 
body.  By  the  Constitution  tbe  Senate  bad  power, 
exclusively  of  the  House,  or  the  President,  or  any 
other  authority,  to  elect  its  own  officer?.  Tbey 
said  thai  their  Printer  was  an  officer,  but  be  should 
net  go  over  the  arguments  which  had  been  urged 
with  so  much  ability  by  his  friend  from  Delaware, 
[Mr.  Bayard,]  and  which  stood  unanswered  to  that 
day,  that  these  Printers  were  officers,  and  were,  in 
net,  performing  the  duties  of  clerks,  using  types 
instead  of  pens— that  they  were  a  part  of  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  Senate  which  was  requisite  to  the 
transaction  of  the  duties  of  the  Senate.  Suppose 
die  Printero  were  to  die,  or  some  other  contingency 
should  happen,  which  should  prevent  tbe  execution 
of  their  work,  could  not  the  Senate  fill  that  effi  :e? 
Coald  they  sot  fill  the  office  of  Sergeant- at- Arms, 
which  wis  then  vacant?  The  case  was  tco  clear  for 
argameot.  The  Senate  then  in  session  could  do 
whatever  it  was  competent  for  a  Senate  to  do.  But 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  on  the  other  side 
[Mr.  Aixxw]  was  this;  it  is  not  a  legislative  func- 
tion to  elect  a  Printer,  nor  was  it  Executive.  Then 
what  was  it?  Was  it  a  judicial  function?  It  was 
eatnjnjy  much  less  a  judicial  than  an  Executive 
ot  ft  tegiBlaiire  function.  Well,  if  it  was  neiiher 
leajUsuve,  Executive,  nor  judicial,  he  thought  the 
afgmnewt  of  the  gentleman  on  the  other  side  de- 
monstrated that  it  was  not  competent  in  the  Senate 
to  elect  at  all.  But  this  hair-splitting,  this  di vi- 
sum aftd  subdivision  of  the  capacities  of  the  Se- 
nate, was  not  the  question.  They  were  a  Senate, 
wi*h  all  the  powers  of  tbe  Senate;  they  could  not 
act,  it  was  true,  in  their  legislative  character,  but 
they  were  competent  to  perform  what  a  Senate 
could  do  without  the  co-operation  of  the  other 


How  let  us  8?e  what  was  done  at  a  somewhat 
aaalogoas  period  of  their  history.  The  Senator 
from  New  York  thought  they  ought  to  meet  in 
conclave^  and  not  in  the  presence  of  those  who 
had  done  them  the  honor  to  attend  their  debates. 
Why,  they  had  always  met  in  open  session,  and,  if 
they  went  into  sect  el  session,  it  was  on  a  special 
motion.  But  he  would  call  their  attention  to  what 
was  done  on  the  9th  of  March,  1829.  He  then  read 
from  the  journal  of  March  9,  1839,  when  the  Se- 
nate were  in  Executive  session,  a  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Benton  to  purchase  Gales  sod  Sea- 
toa'S  Register  of  Debates.  On  the  next  day  the  re- 
solotion  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbury,  laid 
oa  the  table. 

Oa  arriving  at  tbe  name  of  Mr.  Woodbury  in 
taw  extract,  .he  said  be  was  happy  *o  see  that  ho- 
notable  Senator  here,  and  he  hoped,  by  his  vote, 
ha  wwaJd  recognise  the  validity  of  the  pioceedingv. 
Oa  the  next  day  it  was  again  taken  up,  and  then 
laid  on  the  table—ayes  25>  noes  15. 

Thare  were  a  variety  of  other  proceedings,  run- 


ning from  day  to  day,  recognising  iheir  power  to 
transact  the  business  ot  the8enate.  And  could  they 
not  identify  and  examine  into  the  character  of  the 
of  individuals  to  compose  that  body?  He  ooold  rights 
refer  to  numerous  instances  in  which  it  had  been 
done  to  ascertain  the  right  bv  which  any  man  was 
sitting  there  as  a  Senator.  Unquestionably,  it  was 
the  first,  the  primary  duly  of  any  deliberative 
assembly.  Whatever  related  to  their  functions, 
whatever  related  to  their  composition,  whatever  re- 
lated to  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  whatever 
was  neeessary  to  enable  them  to  fulfil  them,  it  was 
competent  for  them  to  determine;  and  whatever  of- 
ficers were  necessary  and  important,  with  all  defe- 
rence for  the  opinion  of  the  Senator  opposite,  it 
was  competent  for  the  body  to  proceed  to  elect. 
He  woutd  detain  the  Senate  no  longer,  for  the  rea- 
son he  had  before  given — that  he  had  not  the  pow- 
er of  utterance. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Clay]  thought  he  had  placed  him  (Mr.  Al- 
len) in  an  awkward  dilemma.  He  (Mr.  Allen) 
bad  said  that  ihe  election  of  Printer  was  not,  pro- 
perly speakirg,  either  an  Executive  or  a  legislative 
act;  and  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  inquired 
if  that  was  ihe  ca  e,  as  it  was  not  a  judicial  act, 
where  the  Senate  would  find  power  to  elect  a 
Prin'er  at  all?  He  (Mr.  Allen)  would  answer  that 
question.  The  Senate  acted  in  its  legislative  cha- 
racter, in  virtue  of  certain  express  powers  in  the 
Constitution;  and  in  its  Executive  character,  in  vir- 
tue cf  certain  other  express  powers  in  the  Constitu- 
tion; and  it  acted  in  its  judicial  character,  as  in 
cases  of  impeachment,  in  virtue  of  certain  other 
powers.  But  was  it  in  virtoe  of  either  of  those 
powers  they  elected  a  Printerl  It  was  not  in  their 
legislative  character  that  they  acted,  or  why  did  the 
Constitution  superadd  that  the  Senate  should  choose 
its  own  officers? 

Now,  as  to  the  question  of  the  Senator  from 
Deleware,  [Mr.  Batard,]  if  there  should  be  a  va- 
cancy in  the  chair  by  the  death  of  their  President— 
which  he  hoped  there  never  would  be — would  not 
the  Senate,  in  that  ca?e,  proceed  to  elect  a  President 
pro  tern,  of  the  body?  And  he  bad  put  tbe  same 
question  in  regard  to  their  Clerk.  Yes,  they  would 
elect  a  Presideut  pro  km.  by  virtue  of  the  power 
conferred  by  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  justified 
by  that  necessity.  But,  let  the  Senator  reverse  the 
proposition,  and  see  how  it  would  apply.  Because 
the  Senate  can  fill  a  vacancy  created  by  death — and 
fill  that  vacancy  temporarily — it  can  remove  an 
officer  elected  permanently,  and  thus  create  the  ne- 
cessity for  a  new  appointment !  Why,  the  Senate 
then  m>ght  remove  its  President  for  (he  purpose  of 
filling  his  place.  And  they  could  remove  their  Se- 
cretary—not  because  he  had  violated  his  trust,  boj 
for  the  sole  reason  that  ihe  Senate  might  thereby 
derive,  from  the  necessity  created  by  themselves, 
the  power  to  fill  the  vacancy  by  a  pro  Um.  appoint- 
ment. If  the  proposition  were  good  on  one  side  it 
was  good  on  the  other.  If  they  could  fill  a  vacancy 
created  by  death,  said  the  Senator,  could  they  not 
turn  out  a  man?  If  they  could,  in  consequence  of 
a  vacancy  created  by  death,  appoint  a  temporary 
officer,  could  the?  not  create  a  vacancy  and  ap- 
point a  permanent  officer  to  fill  tbe  place?  No: 
tbey  could  do  no  such  .thing.  The  proposition 
would  authorize  the  Senate  to  displace  ihe  Vice- 
Presdent  and  to  make  a  vacancy,  in  order  that 
they  might  make  a  necessity  for  a  ne*  presiding 
officer,  and  on  that  to  found  the  right  to  create  that 
officer-  And  so  in  regard  to  every  other.  Now, 
he  took  it  he  had  extricated  himself  from  the  two 
dilemmas  in  which  t1.*  Senator  from  Kentucky 
thought  he  had  placed  hrn. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  was  jcady  to  admit  that  any 
suggestion*  of  his  might  he  crude,  for  the  question 
was  very  new  to  him;  hut  still  he  was  not  able  to 
see,  by  the  arguments  of  (ho  gentlemen  te  his  right, 
[Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Cliyton,]  that  (he  difficulties 
in  hi*  mind  had  been  removed;  nor  did  he  .«ee  that 
thore  Senator*  ha  I  im nosed  any  great  difficulties 
against  his  position.  The  honorab'e  Senator  from 
Kentucky  had  appealed  to  them  with  some  fore*, 
and  be  had  put  questions  which  he  wool  i  answer, 
Yankee  like,  by  putting  another  question  :|  Was 
this  a  legislative  or  an  Executive  cession,  for  the 


honorable  Senator  contended  that  it  was  one  or  the 
other? 

Mr.  CLAY  said  tile  session  was  "Senatorial." 

Mr.  WRIGHT  thought  all  their  sessions  were 
Senatorial.  He  had  understood  the  honorable  Se- 
nator to  contend  that  this  was  not  strictly,  legisla- 
tive, that  it  was  not  strictly  .Executive,  nor  was 
it  judicial;  ergo,  they  conld  not  do  this  act  at  all. 

Mr.  CLAY  explained.    He  said  they,  were  there 
as  a  Senate,  and  were  competent  to  perform  any       \ 
act  which,  as  a  Senate,  irrespective  of  the  other 
branch  of  Congress,  they  could,  at  any  time,  per- 
form.   It  was  "Senatorial." 

Mr.  WRIGHT  admitted  that  this  was  to  him  a 
new  classification  of  their  powers,  and -it  was  one 
which  he  would  not  then  discuss.;  but  he  hoped  all 
they  did  would  be  "Senatorial,"  whether  as  a  legis- 
lative, or  as  an  Executive  council.  Tbe  powers,  he 
apprehended,  which  were  granted  to  them,  were  of 
one  ««f  two  branches;  and  from  the  arguments  which 
he  had  heard,  it  seemed  to  him  they  had  then  no 
legislative  powers,  and  yet  they  were  acting  on  this 
subject  in  a  legislative  form.  He  had  before  re- 
ferred to  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  and  he  had  stated 
what,  he  supposed,  would  not  be  controverted;  that 
those  rules  were  as  perfectly  binding  on  that  body, 
as  tbey  were  on  the  body  which  occupied  those 
seats  a  wrek  ago.  Now,  one  of  those  rules  was, 
that,  "When  acting  on  confidential  or  Executive 
business  the  Senate  shall  be  cleared  of  all  persons, 
except  the  Secretary,  the  Principal  or  ihe  Execu- 
tive Clerk,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  and  Doorkeeper, 
and  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper.  Well,  then, 
under  their  rules,  they  must  assume  to  be  act- 
ing legislatively,  a  position  which  he  under- 
took to  show  they  did  not  occupy  after 
their  organization  for -Executive  purposes.  That 
disposed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  of  the  question 
who  of  right  were  members  of  the  body;  lor  that 
was  a  question  which  the  Senate  must  always  ad- 
mit. The  Senator  from  Delaware  said,  whether  in 
an  Executive  or  legislative  capacity,  they  were  al- 
ways subject  to  the  necessity  of  exercising  tbeir 
powers  for  self-pro  eetion;  and  hence,  if  the  sick- 
ness or  death  of  theii  Secretary  happened  while  the 
Senate  was  exclusively  Executive,  it  was  compe-a 
tent  to  appoint  a  Secretary  pro  tern,  for  that  Execu-* 
tive  session,  that  that  would  go  on  the  Executive 
journal,  which  had  no  connection  with  the  legisla- 
tive journal,  for  it  was  a  journal  of  their  own, 
which  bad  no  connection  wiih  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives; and  that  it  was  published,  or  was  forever 
sealed,  as  the  Senate,  acting  as  an  Executive  body, 
should  decide;  and  the  Senate,  acting  as  a  legisla- 
tive body,  was  not  permitted  to  make  any  order  on 
the  subject.  Now,  he  [Mr.  Wright]  took  it,  that 
if  such  a  necessity  were  to  arise,  or#if  the  Secreta- 
ry should  so  misbehave  as  to  require  it,  the  Execu- 
tive Senate  might  pro  hac  vice  appoint  a  person  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  until  the  time  allowed  to  make  a 
permanent  appointment.  Those  were  the  sugges- 
tions of  his  mind.  Now,  his  impression  was,  that 
if  the  Senate,  in  its  Erecutive  capacity,  should 
pass  a  resolution  and  order  the  printing  of  the  Exe- 
cu .ive  session  to  be  done  by  others,  the  persons  here 
named  would  not  cease  to  be  the  Primers  in,  the 
operation  of  the  law,  to  Congress.  However,  he 
did  not  now  desire  to  detain  ihe  Senate  with  his  re- 
flections, which  were  necessarily  crude. 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  who  spoke  in  a  very  low  tone 
of  voice,  was  understood  to  argue  that  ihe  Senate 
now  sit  ng  could  exeicUe  any  separate  powers 
given  to  it  by  the  Constitution,  and  thai  they  had 
ihe  power  a*id  the  right  to  act  upon  this  resolution, 
and  to  dismiss  their  Printers. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  conceived  the  whole 
question  turned  on  one  point  which  had  not  )et 
been  regarded;  and  honorable  gentlemen  who  pro- 
posed to  acton  this  resolution,  it  spprared  to  him, 
were  about  to  set  on  a  misapprehension  of 
the  true  nature  of  the  question.  On  a  former  occa- 
sion, but  a  few  days  ago,  he  (Mr.  Clay)  had  con- 
tended i bat  Ihe  Printer  was  not,  in  the  constitu- 
tional 5ente  of  the  term,  an  officer  of  the  3enate  at 
all;  or,  at  all  even's,  he  could  only  be  considered 
as  a  quasi  officer.  He  did  not  deny  that  the  Cierk 
or  the  Secretary  was  liable  to  be  dismissed;  bu», 
even  asa  matter  of  right,  or  of  sound  discretion,  be 
did  not  suppose  any  officer  would  be  dismissed, 
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unless  be  bad  committed  some  offence,  or  had 
been  guilty  of  some  deep  moral  dereliction.  In 
what  position  did  they  then  stand?  He  maintained 
that  they  stood  in  the  atiitnde  of  one  of  two  con- 
traeting  parties.  The  Printers,  who  were  the  oiher 
parties  to  the  contract,  did  not  perform  ministerial, 
but  mechanical  duties,  and  those  duties  were  not 
performed  within  the  walls  of  this  Capitol,  but 
elsewhere.  The  isolation  of  1819,  to  which  he 
would  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  was  in  the 
following  terms: 

RESOLUTION  directing  the  manner  In  which  the  Printing  of 

Congress  shall   be  executed,  fixing  the  prices  thereof,  and 

providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  primer  or  printers. 

Resolved  by  the  ^Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of America  in  Congress  assembled,  That 
the  printing  of  Congress,  unless  when  otherwise  specially  or- 
dered, shall  be  done  in  the  following  form  and  manner,  viz: 

Bills,  as  heretofore,  wiibEnglUh  type,  on  foolscap  paper. 
Rule  or  table  work,  in  royal  octavo  size,  where  it  can  be 
brought  into  that  size  by  any  type  not  smaller  than  brevier;  and 
where  it  cannot,  in  such  form,  as  to  fold  conveniently  into  the 
volume.  All  other  printing  with  a  small  pica  type,  on  royal 
paper,  in  pages  of  the  game  size  as  those  of  the  last  edition 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  Including  the  marginal  notes. 

And  the  following  prices  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  for  the 
above  described  work:  For  the  composition  of  every  page  of 
bills,  one  dollar;  of  every  page  of  small  pica,  plain  work,  one 
dollar;  of  every  page  of  smalt  pica,  rule  work,  two  dollars;  of 
every  pace  of  brevier  rule  work,  three  dollars  and  filly  cents; 
and  for  a  larger  form  of  brevier  rule  work,  in  proportion. 

for  the  press  work  of  bills,  including  paper,  folding,  and 
stitching,  for  fifty  copies,  25  cents  per  page;  for  400  copies, 
tl  26  per  page;  for  the  press  work  of  tables,  other  than  those  in 
the  regular  octavo  form,  for  GOO  copies,  including  as  above, 
$6  50  per  form;  lor  the  press  work  of  the  journals,  of  900  co- 
pies, including  as  above,  one  dollar  per  pace;  for  all  other  print- 
ing, in  the  octavo  form,  of  600  copies,  including  as  above, 
87$  cents  per  page;  and  for  a  larger  or  smaller  number  in  pro- 
portion. 

That  as  soon  as  this  resolution  shall  have  been  approved  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  each  House  shall  proceed  to 
ballot  for  a  Printer,  to  execute  its  work  during  the  next  Con- 
gress; and  the  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall 
be  considered  duly  elected;  and  shall  give  bond,  with  sureties, 
to  thffsatif  faction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Cleik  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  respectively,  for  the  prompt,  ac- 
curate, and  neat  execution  of  die  work;  and  in  case  any  incon- 
venient delay  Bhould  be,  at  any  time,  experienced  by  either 
House,  in  the  delivery  of  its  work,  the  Secretary  and  Clerk, 
respectively,  may  be  authorized  to  employ  another  Printer  to 
execute  any  portion  of  the  work  of  the  Senate  or  House,  and 
charge  the  excess,  in  the  account  of  such  Printer,  for  executing 
such  work,  above  what  is  herein  allowed,  to  the  Printer  guilty 
of  such  negligence  and  delay:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  preclude  the  choiee  of  the  same  l' rimer  by  the 
Senate  and  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

H.  CL\V, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
JAMES  BARBOUR, 
'  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819.  * 

JAMES  MONROE. 

This  resolution  directs  the  manner  and  form  in 
which  the  printing  shall  be  done,  and  the  price  or 
rale  of  remuneration.  It  goes  on  lo  provide  that, 
where  it  shall  appear  that  the  Printer  failed  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty,  the  Senate  might  employ 
some  other,  individual.  Well,  then,  in  what  point 
of  view  were  they  to  consider  this  resolution?  The 
Senate  stood  as  one  of  two  contracting  parlies;  and 
what  was  the  character  of  all  contracts?  It  re- 
quired two  parties  to  make  a  contract;  and  he  sub- 
mi  tied  to  the  Senate  whether  it  did  not  equally  re- 
quire the  consent  of  both  parties  to  rescind  a  con- 
tract. To  say,  after  entering  into  a  solemn  con- 
tract, that,  without  the  failure  to  perform,  or  con- 
sent of  one,  the  oiher  party  could  rescind  the  con- 
tract, would  be  as  new  in  law  as  in  morals.  To 
test  the  accuracy  of  this  position,  suppose  Blair 
and  Rives  should  refuse  to  perform  ihe  duties 
which,  by  their  bond,  they  had  covenanted  to  per- 
form, and  wished  to  be  relieved  from  their  obliga- 
tions— could  they  iesign  or  be  relieved  without  the 
consent  of  the  Sena'e,  or  without  b.»ing  liable  to 
the  damages  specified  in  their  bond?  By  no  means. 
Nor  could  this  be  controverted.  And  if  they  could 
not  be  relieved  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
could  the  Senate,  on  the  other  hand,  release  itself 
from  its  part  of  the  obligation?  He  denied  that  it 
could;  and  he  regretted  ihat  the  proposition  had  been 
made.  He  regretted  it,  as  an  indication  of  other 
things,  which  might  be  expected  to  follow, on  which 
he  should  not  now  d*el'.  Here  they  had  a  law  in  all 
its  forms;  it  had  the  approval  of  the  Execuive: 
and  that  law  had  been  revised  and  reconsider- 
ed ten  j  tars  after  is  adoption,  and  Congress  passing 
another,  which  was  a  simple  provision  as  to  the 
time  of  ths  elecion  of  Primer,  and  fixing  it  within 
thirty  days  of  the  termination  of  the  Congress.  He 
would  not  detain  the  Senate  by  reading  it,  for  it 
was  sufficiently  familiar. 


They  had,  then,  the  resolution  of  1819,  pro- 
viding for  the  election  of  Printer— specifying 
the  manner  in  which  the  printing  should  be 
done,  the  kind  of  type,  the  size  of  the  page,  and 
the  rate  of  compensation.  It  had  only  been 
changed  so  far,  by  the  joint  resolution/  of 
1829,  as  to  fix  the  time  of  election,  as  be  had 
before  stated,  to  take  place  within  thirty  days  of 
the  close  of  each  Congressional  term.  Now  this 
law  had  been  acted  upon  ever  since  the  passage  of 
the  resolution  of  1819,  with  perfect  uniformity. 
There  had  been  a  Printer  to  the  Senate  elected  ul- 
der  it  eleven  times,  notwithstanding  the  changes  of 
parties,  and  tne  consequent  changes  of  power. 
Yet  it  had  never  before  entered  into  the  head  of  any 
one  that  they  were  thereby  violating  the  Constitu- 
tion, 

The  fact  of  an  election  being  required  by 
the  law,  did  not  change  the  character  of  the 
transaction ;  nor  necessarily  make  the  person 
chosen  Printer  an  officer,  in  the  constitutional 
>ense,  as  seemed  to  be  supposed.  It  was  a  mere 
"  circumstance  in  the  manner  of  making  the  con- 
tract, The  proposition  might  be  stated  thus:  the 
resolution  of  1819  might  be  considered,  as  it  was 
in  effect,  the  proposals  of  the  Senate  for  a  contract 
for  its  printing,  letting  forth  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  should  be  done,  and  ihe  prices  to  be  paid 
for  performing  it.  As  might  be  supposed,  a  number 
of  individuals  applied  for  the  work,  and  the  elec- 
tion was  held  merely  to  ascertain  and  designate  the 
individual  who  should  be  received  as  contractor. 
The  person  so  designated,  afterwards,  pursuant  to 
the  terms  specified  in  our  proposal?,  executes  his 
bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  contract, 
under  a  suitable  penalty.  Is  it  not,  then,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  a  contract,  in  good  faith,  and 
in  law  as  inviolable  as  any  other?  It  is,  most  in- 
con  testably.  Blair  and  Rives  could  not  discharge 
themselves,  as  all  officers  may,  by  resigning.  They 
could  only  be  released  from  their  liability  by  a  fall 
and  faithful  performance  of  their  undertaking,  or 
by  our  consent,  as  the  other  contracting  party. 
-Viewing  it,  then,  as  a  contract,  if,  as^nust  be  ad- 
milted  by  all,  Blair  and  Rives  could  not  discharge 
themselves,  by  any  act  of  theirs,  without  our  con- 
currence, can  we  discharge  ourselves,  without  their 
consent?  Thi«,  sir,  is  the  simple  question;  and  any 
man  who  has  learned  the  first  principle  which  go- 
verns and  determines  the  nature  and* obligations  of. 
a  contract,  must  respond  in  the  negative. 

He  should  not  occupy  the  time  of  the 
Senate  longer  on  this  point.  He  had  merely 
risen  to  show  the  true  character  of  the  transaction; 
and  to  pay  that,  unless  it  was  intended  by  the 
party  now  in  power  lo  trample  under  foot  the  law 
of  the  land,  and  utterly  to  disregard  that  moral 
principle  which  lays  at  the  foundation  of  all  con- 
tracts, whether  public  or  private — he  repeated, 
un'ess  the  dominant  party  were  resolved  to  tram- 
ple down  every  principle  heretofore  sacred  in  law 
and  morals,  the  Senate  could  not  adopt  the  resolu- 
tion dismissing  B  air  and  Rives,  and  netting  aside 
a  contract  which  had  been  made  and  concluded  in 
the  moU  solemn  form. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rose  to  say,  tba»,  in  giving  bis 
vote  on  this  occason,  he  did  not  give  it  on  the  ques- 
tion of  order.  He  agreed  with  the  Chair  that  it 
was  not  now  fairly  before  the  Senate,  and  he  should 
vo;e  against  taking  up  the  resolution,  because  he 
thought  it  highly  inexpedient  to  do  so.  But 
if  he  were  overruled,  and  the  Senate  should  de- 
cide the  question  of  order,  and  determine  to  take 
up  the  resolution,  then  he  should  take  occasion  to 
express  rrs  opinion  thereon. 

Mr.  YOUNG  asked  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
[Mr.  Clayton]  whether  he  intended  to  convey  the 
impression  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  was 
only  ihere  by  courtesy,  and  that  he  might  be  re- 
moved at  any  moment? 

Mr.  CLAYTON  wished  to  be  understood  to  say 
that  every  officer  was  appointed  to  office  during 
pleasure,  and  could  be  removed  at  any  moment 
when  the  Senate  was  in  session. 

Mr.  YOUNG  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  to  their  forty- 
ninth  rule,  which  was  in  these  words: 

"The  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the  Sergeant-at- 
Armsand  Doorkeeper,  and  Ihe  Assistant  Door- 


keeper, shall  be  chosen  on  the  second  Monday  of 
the  ir&t  session  of  the  twenty-first  Congress,  and  on 
the  same  day  of  the  firal  session  of  every  succeeding 
Congress." 

Mr.  CLAYTON  observed  thai  those  officers 
were  elected  on  a  certain  day  for  ihe  corrv«n4enoe 
of  the  body,  bnt  they  might  be  removed  or  dis- 
placed at  any  time  the  Senate  was  in  session. 

After  a  few  words  between  Messrs.  YOUNG   • 
and  CLAY  TON,  the  question  was  taken,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative —ayes  39,  floes  22,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bay- 
ard, Btrrien,  Choate,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Dixon,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderson,  Huntiagtoo> 
Ker,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Simmons,  Sarith 
of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tailmadge,  White,  and 
Wood  bridge— 29. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King, 
Linn,  McRoberts,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Pierce,  Se- 
vier, Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  aad 
Young— 22. 

So  the  resolution  was  taken  up  for  considers* 
tion. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  the  eonsidetat/oa  of 
Executive  business,  and  afterwards  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 

Monday,  March  8,  1841. 

Mr.  MANGUM  rose  on  the  question  coming  op  • 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair 
and  Rives  as  the  Printers  to  the  Senate  for  the  37th 
Congress,  and  said  this  subject  was  so  fully  dis- 
cussed some  weeks  past,  that  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  say  a  single  word  on  the  subject; 
nor  did  he  perceive  any  necessity  on  the  pare  of 
his  friends.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  question  wrtrid 
be  taken  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BENTON  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bond 
of  Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives. 

The  bond  of  Messrs.  Blairsnd  Rires  was  read.  It 
bore  date  the  27th  February,  1841,  and,  after  retiring 
the  various  laws  in  relation  to  the  printing  of  Con- 
gress, provided  sureties,  in  the  penalty  of  forty 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  prompt,  accurate,  attd- 
neat  execution  of  the  work,  and  was  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose 
this  resolution  in  the  slightest  hope  that  he  should 
prove  successful.  He  bad  no  doubt  execution  wan 
to  be  done,  and  that  speedily,  on  Blair  and  Rives. 
Tbe  decree,  the  irreversible  decree,  had  gone  forth, 
and  it  must  and  would  be  executed.  He  bad  a 
few  words  to  say,  not  with  any  expectation  of  sap- 
resting  the  judgment,  because  he  knew  this  would 
be  vain;  but  for  the  purpose  of  directing  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  and  the  country  to  tnis  extraor- 
dinary proceeding.  He  firmly  believed  that  &  prin- 
ciple would  be  established  by  the  adoption  of  dun 
resolution  long  to  be  remembered,  and  long;  to  be 
deprecated. 

In  the  Inaugural  Address,  which  was  delivered 
but  a  few  days  ago,  he  found  the  following  teati* 
ment: 

"It  was  the  remark  of  a  Roman  Consul,  in  an  early  patio* 
of  that  celebrated  Republic,  that  a  moat  striking  contrast  w*» 
observablo  in  the  conduct  of  candidates  for  offices  of  povet 
and  trust,  before  and  after  obtaining  them— they  seldom  carry- 
ing out,  in  the  latter  case,  the  pledges  and  pf  onuses  made  fei  Lbsx 
former.  However  much  too  world  may  have  improved,  an 
many  respects,  in  the  lapse  of  upwards  of  two  thousand  yeas* 
since  the  remark  wat  made  by  the  virtuous  and  indignant  Its** 
man,  I  fear  that  a  strict  examination  of  the-  annals  of  *Ofne«f 
the  modern  elective  governments  would  develop*  similar  av 
stanceaof  violated  confidence.'' 

What  was  the  aspect  of  the  case  now  before  ibemft 
Did  it  not  illustrate,  in  the  most  striking  mftnJMr,  ^ 
the  position  maintained  by  the  distinguished  flam*, 
now  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Hereafter 
he  would  have  no  occasion  to  travel  bach  two4hc*f* 
sand  years,  for  the  purpose  of  citing  the  authori** 
of  a  Reman  consul  to  prove  that  professions  be^ 
an  election,  and  practices  after  it,  were  two  i 
different  matters.  His  own  friends  in  the  dej 
were  about  to  establish  a  modern  precedent  en* 
thic  subject,  which  would  cast  antiquity  into  tfce 
shade. 

This  was  not  merely  the  case  of  remoriBg  an. 
officer,  or  "easti"  officer  of  the  Senate,  for  pohtical 
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offences — no  such  thing.  If  this  had  been  til,  al- 
though it  would  have  violated  that  primary  canon 
of  the  Whig  faith,  that  "proscription  most  be  pro- 
scribed," he  should  not  have  been,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  astonished.  Indeed,  it  wcnld  then  have 
been  nothing  more  than  he  had  anticipated.  Bat 
the  present  ease  was  far  different.  It  was  an  at- 
tempt on  the  pan  of  the  Senate  to  violate  as  bind- 
ing a  contract  as  con  Id  be  entered  into  by  human 
'language.  It  would  present  the  spectacle  before 
the  American  people  of  this  body  disregarding  its 
plighted  faith,  and,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  tram- 
pling under  foot  tht  vested  rights  which  two  Ame- 
rican citizens  had  acquired  under  their  contract. 
He  would  not  be  afraid  to  leave  the  decision  of  this 
question  to  any  judicial  tribunal  m  the  land,  upon  a 
mere  statement  of  the  facts,  against  all  the  argu- 
men*s  which  ingenuity  could  adduce  on  the  other 
side. 

Frtm  the  character  of  the  resolution  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Mawqcm,] 
it  might  be  easily  inferred  that  a  military  chieftain 
was  at  the  head  of  the  Government.  Hit  resolu- 
tion was  in  true  military  style,  and  its  language 
was  precise,  striking,  and  much  to  the  point — with- 
out ambiguity,  and  without  a  single  unnecessary 
word.    The  following  was  a  copy  of  it: 

Jbsefoetf,  That  Blair  and  Rives  be  dismissed  as 
Printers  to  the  Senate  for  the  27th  Congress" 

Short,  pointed,  and  directly  to  the  purpose,  it  was 
in  the  true  style  of  Richard  the  Third:  'Off  with 
his  bead!  So  much  for  Buckingham."  "If  rea- 
sons were  as  thick  as  blackberries,"  be  supposed 
their  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House  would  not 
give  as  one  "upon  compulsion:11  still  less  would 
they  do  so,  when  they  had  no  reasons  to  give.  The 
resolution,  therefore,  was  an  act  of  mere  naked 
power,  without  any  cause  being  assigned  on  its 
face  for  its  adoption.  There  was  but  one  Ie«tii« 
ante  cause  which  could,  by  possibility,  have  been 
assigned;  and  that  had  no  existence  in  this  case.  If 
Blair  and  Rives  had  violated  any  essential  stipula- 
tion ef  their  contract,  it  might  probab  y  have  justi- 
fied the  Senate  in  annulling  it  altogether,  and  em- 
ploying other  Printers  to  perform  the  work.  This 
was  not,  this  could  not,  be  pretended.  It  had  ne- 
ver even  been  insinuated  that  Blair  and  Rives  had 
not  heretofore  faithfully  performed  their  duty  as 
Printer*  to  the  Senate;  and  this  was  the  best  pledge 
which  couH  be  given  that  they  would  do  so  here- 
after. Why,  then,  w»re  they  to  be  dismissed  in 
this  military  style?  Why  was  our  own  solemn 
contract  whh  them  to  he  forfeited?  Was  it  not 
simply  because  they  were  the  editors  of  a  political 
newspaper,  and  dared  to  publish  articles  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  party  now  in  power?  This  had  been 
openly  avowed  as  the  reason. 

"Off  with  his  head !"  What  sin  had  poor  Mr. 
Rives  ever  committed,  that  he  shoold  be  executed 
with  Mr.  Blair?  It  was  true  that  Mr.  Rives  was  a 
partner  in  the  firm,  and  in  this  capacity  had  en- 
tered into  the  contract;  but  it  was  equally  certain 
that  the  duties  which  be  performed  were  of  a  mere 
basinets  and  mechanical  character,  and  he  had 
never  given  cause  of  complaint  to  any  person. 
"Why,  then,  should  toe  political  offences  cf  Mr. 
Blair  be  visited  on  the  head  of  his  unoffending 
partner,  and  the  whole  Globe  be  prostrated  for  the 
Mrpose  of  reaching  a  single  sinner? 

This  was,  however,  no  subject  to  jest  about;  bat 
ji  question — and  he  said  so  with  the  utmost  &ince- 
jityand  solemnity — involving  a  principle  of  greater 
importance  to  the  people  of  this  country  than  any 
which  had  been  before  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Sales  since  he  bad  been  a  member  of  the  body. 
Should  Blair  and  Rives  be  dismissed  from  thur 
contract,  it  would  be  recorded  as  a  precedent,  and 
wowld  prove  to  be  the  fruitful  foundation  of  many 
evils  in  our  future  history. 

Hewoald  state  the  facts  of  the  case  with  as 
clearness  and  preciuon  a*  he  could. 

Previons  to  the  year  1819,  the  printing  of  Con- 
had  been  executed  under  contracts  entered 
with  the  lowest  bidden,  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tive*, respectively^  Afler  long  experience,  it  was 
Jbnd  to  be  necessary,  for  reasons  which  he  should 
aof  then  enumerate,  to  change  this  practice,  and  fix 
of  employing  Printers  by  positive  law. 


Accordingly,  on  the  3d  March,  1819,  a  joint  reso- 
lution was  adopted  by  Congress,  and  approved  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  declaring  that 
each  House,  previous  to  the  termination  of  every 
Congress,  should  elect  a  suitable  penon  to  execute 
its  own  printing  "during  the  next  Congren."  This 
resolution  prescribed  particularly  the  manner  in 
which  the  printing  should  be  done,  and  the  prices 
which  were  to  be  paid  to  the  Printer.  The 
chief  reason  for  adopting  the  resolution  was  clear 
and  obvious.  It  was  utterly  impossible  that  any 
new  contractor  coold  be  prepared  with  the  necessa- 
ry paper,  materials,  and  workmen  to  execute  pro. 
perly  the  printing  for  either  House  of  Congress, 
without  some  months  previous  notice;  and,  there- 
fore, the  joint  resolution  gave  him  the  time  for  pre- 
paration, which  would  necessarily  elapse  between 
the  termination  of  one  Congress  and  the  meeting  of 
another.  The  Printer,  thus  elected,  was  required 
,;to  give  bond,  with  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate, /or  the  prompt,  accurate,  and 
neat  execution  of  the  work."  And  what  power  was 
granted  by  the  resolution  to  your  Secretary  over 
this  Printer?  Why,  sir,  in  case  of  any  inconve- 
nient delay  in  the  delivery  of  the  work,  the  Secre- 
tary was  authorized  to  employ  another  Printer  to 
perform  any  portion  of  it  he  thought  proper;  and, 
if  he  were  obliged  to  pay  an  increased  p.  ice,  he  was 
directed  to  charge  this  excess  in  the  account  against 
the  regular  Printer. 

There  was  not  one  word  in  (his  resolution,  from 
beginning  to  end,  which  gave  the  least  color  to  the 
idta  that  uYs  Printer  was  an  officer  of  the  Senate. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  it  he  was  not  called  an 
officer,  nor  was  his  employment  alluded  to  as  offi- 
cial, nor  was  there  a  single  term  used  which  was 
not  in  Mrict  accordance  with  the  mechanical  na- 
ture of  the  work  to  be  performed.  Thu*,  then,  stood 
this  case.  A  solemn  contract  had  been  entered  in- 
to— under  the  joint  resolution  of  1819,  confirmed  as 
it  was  by  the  subsequent  resolution  of  1829 — with 
Blair  and  Rives,  who  had  been  duly  elected  Prin- 
ters to  the  Senate — their  bond,  with  sureties,  bad 
been  approved  by  the  Secretary — the  agreement  on 
both  sides  was  perfect  and  complete,  and,  by  its 
terms  was  to  endure  throughout  the  twenty-seventh 
Congress;  and  these  contractors  had  thus  acquired 
an  absolute  right,  which  no  human  power  could 
constitutionally  divert,  to  execute  our  printing  and 
receive  for  their  work  the  stipulated  compensation. 
Ten  times  in  uninterrupted  succession  had  the  Se- 
nate elected  printers  under  this  resolution  of  1819, 
and  ten  time<  had  the  Printers  thus  elected  exe- 
cuted the  printing  "during  the  next  Congress.1' 

When  the  eleventh  period  of  election  arrived,  th? 
Senators  on  this  ?ide  of  the  home  were  seiz  d  with 
violent  constitutional  scruple;.  They  denounced 
the  joint  resolution  of  1819  as  unconstitutional;  and, 
to  manifest  their  abhorrence  of  its  provisions  in  a 
still  more  striking  light,  they  resorted  to  the  revolu- 
tionary movement  of  refusing  to  vote  for  Printer, 
and  of  giving  notice  that  the  moment  they  obtained 
the  power  they  wruld  nullify  the  election.  Accord- 
ing to  their  opinion,  the  Congress  which  had  adopt- 
ed the  resolution  could  have  known  nothing  about 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution;  and  our  prede- 
cessors, who,  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
in  times  of  the  highest  parly  exci'ement,  had  car- 
ried ft  into  execu'ion,  must  have  been  stupid  dol's. 
During  the  whole  of  this  long  period  they  had  been 
violating  their  oath  to  support  the  Con  litution;  for 
Senators  on  this  side  of  the  house  had  assured  us 
that  the  j^int  resolution  of  1819  was  so  plainly  un- 
constiutional,  that  he  «vho  runs  mi»ht  read.  No, 
sir,  no:  this  would  rxt  do.  This  mantle  was  not 
broad  enough  to  cover  them.  Without  intending 
to  give  offence  to  any  one,  Mr.  B.  said,  it  would 
have  been  better,  mu:'h  better,  for  them  to  have 
boldly  avowed  that  th"y  were  acting  upon  Rob 
Roy's  rufc: 

"That  they  should  lake  who  have  the  power, 
And  they  should  keep  who  can." 

This  was  their  rule,  of  action  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. The  party  to  which  he  belonged  had  been 
denounced  as  Lcco  Foeo*,  Agrarians,  Levellpis, 
and  violatersof  vested  rights.  Should  (he  resolu- 
tion be  adopted,  all  these  hard  names  would,  he 
trusted,  beat  once  trans  erred  to  their  opponents. 

Bat  the  resolution  of  1819  was  unconsitutional ! 


And  i(  it  were  so,  what  would  be  the  consequence? 
It  was  this:  that  no  constitutional  power  existed  to 
pass  any  law  under  which  a  binding  contract  could 
be  made  for  printing,  or  for  the  performance  of  any 
other  mechanical  labor  for  either  House  of  Con- 
grer  s.  previous  to  the  meeting  oft  that  Congress  for 
which  the  work  was  to  be  performed.  And  why? 
Because,  say  the  Senators,  the  person  who  con- 
tracts to  perform  such  printing,  is  thereby  at  once 
transformed  into  an  officer  of  the  Senate;  and  each 
S  mate  possessing  the  power  under  the  Constitution 
to  choose  its  own  officers,  the  act  of  employing 
snch  a.  Printer  by  a  previous  Senate  is  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  constitutional  right  of  choice,  which  be- 
longs to  the  succeeding  Senate;  and  is,  therefore, 
unconstitutional,  null,  and  void.  This  had  been  the 
argument !  It  was  difficult  to  treat  it  seriously; 
but;he  shou'd  briefly  show  ihat  our  Printer  was  Hot , 
an  officer  of  the  Senate  in  the  constitutional  sense; 
that  if  he  were,  it  would  not  authorize  the  violation 
af  this  contract;  and  that  no  such  thing  existed, 
under  our  system  of  Government,  as  a  previous 
and  succeeding  Senate;  the  Senate  being  a  perma- 
nent body. 

What  argument  had  been  used  to  prove  that  the 
firm  of  BJair  and  Rives  was  an  officer  of  the  Se- 
nate, He  had  heard  but  one;  and  that  was  the 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr. 
Bayard,]  which  had  afterwards  been  endorsed  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay  ]  The  Se- 
nator must  have  been  hard  run  to  obtain  it,  for  he 
was  obliged,  for  that  purpose,  to  go  back  to  a  pe- 
riod of  the  world  before  the  art  of  printing  was 
discovered.  Tois  he  believed  was  about  its  form. 
"If  the  art  of  printing  had  not  been  discovered, 
our  Secretary  mast  have  employed  a  great  number 
of  atnanuen.es  to  make  copies  of  our  proceedings, 
but  the  printers  now  make  such  copies  by  means 
of  their  type;  therefore,  the  printers  may  be  con- 
sidered as  deputies  of  the  Secretary  and  as  officers 
of  the  Sena  e."  This  argument  assumed  the  fact, 
that,  bad  the  art  of  printing  not  been  discovered, 
every  amanuensis  who  might  have  been  employed 
for  the  purpose  of  making  copies  of  our  journals  * 
and  proceedings  for  distribution  among  the  people, 
would  necessarily  have  become  an  officer  of  the 
Senate.  If  this  illustration  had  not  been  so  far 
fetched,  he  should  not  have  desired  one  more 
striking  to  prove  the  fallacy  of  the  Senator's 
own  argument,  than  that  which  he  himself  had 
thus  presented.  Was  not  the  idea  perfectly 
absurd,  that  the  hundreds  of  mere  copyista  whom 
it  would  have  been  necessary  to  hire,  had  not 
the  art  of  printing  been  discovered,  would  each 
one  of  them  have  become  an  officer — a  deputy 
Secretary  of  the  Senate?  In  this  purely  imagina- 
ry rase,  it  would  have  been  still  more  necessary'' 
than  even  at  present,  to  have  provided,  by  contract, 
at  a  preceding  Congress,  for  procuring  a  great  num- 
ber of  copyist.*;  and  it  would  then  have  been  still 
more  inconvenient  to  have  held  that  no  power  exist- 
ed under  this  Government  wbch  would  enable 
Congress,  at  a  previous  session,  to  provide  copyists 
for  future  service.  But  the  bare  statement  of  the 
proposition  was  sufficient  to  convince  every  candid 
and  anpr  judiced  mind,  that  the  mechanic  who 
contracted  to  perform  the  printing  of  the  body, 
and  was  to  receive  for  it  the  regular  wages  fixed 
by  law,  was  not  one  of  our  officers.  Was  the 
clock»maker,  employed  by  the  year  to  regulate  your 
clock — or  the  paper-maker,  wh«  contracted  with 
your  Secretary  to  furnish  the  Senate  with  statione- 
ry, an  officer  of  the  b->d>?    Certainly  not. 

The  printing  of  the  Senate  was  a  mere  mechani- 
cal work,  to  be  executed  by  men  possessing  skill  in 
the  art,  and  to  be  paid  for  In  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  labor  actually  performed;  and  we  might, 
with  equal  propriety,  call  any  other  man,  who  per- 
formed mechanical  labor  for  the  Senate,  an  officer, 
as  thus  to  denominate  the  Printer.  The  fact  of 
his  election  by  the  Senate  could  make  no  differ- 
ence. It  was  the  nature  of  the  employment,  not 
the  racde  of  selection,  which  constituted  the  officer. 
If  our  Printer  were  now  an  officer  of  the  Senate, 
he  had  been  equally  so  duriog  the  lone  period  pre- 
ceding the  year  1819,  when  he  was  selected  by  the 
Secretary;  and  ail  the  Printers  would  be  so  again, 
who  might  be  emploj  el  by  the  Secretary  under  the 
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resolution  of  Congress,  in  case  the  elected  Printer 
should  fail  te  perform  bis  duty. 

Tois  joint  resolution  was  conceived  io  great  wis- 
dom. What  was  the  case  before  its  adoption?  Con- 
gress met — printing  was  immediately  required,  and 
the  Clerk  was  authorized  to  employ  the  Printer;  bat 
the  Printer  was  not  prepared,  and  could  not  be  pre*, 
pared  immediately  with  his  paper,  materials,  and 
hands  to  perform  the  worir.  Great  delay  and  de- 
fects in  the  execution  of  the  printing  were  the  in- 
evitable consequence;  and,  in  order  to  remedy  these 
evils,  the  joint  resolution  was  passed. 

But  suppose  we  should  admit,  for  the  sake  of  the 
argument,  that  Blair  and  Rives  were  officers  of  the 
Senate — would  this  benefit  the  Senators  iu  the 
slightest  degree?  He  apprehended  not.  Could  not 
the  Senate  enter  into  a  contract  with  its  own  offi- 
cers which  would  be  binding  upon  it?  He  should 
be  glad  to  bear  any  argument  to  prove  that  it  could 
not.  Let  us,  then,  suppose  that  the  joint  resolution 
hid  declared,  in  specific  terms,  that  the  Printers 
elected  under  it  should  be  officers  of  the  Senate: 
would  such  a  declaration  authorize  the  Senate  to 
violate  its  own  solemn  contract  with  these  officer? 
This  was  the  position  which  gentlemen  must  esta- 
blish, or  they  must  fail  in  their  argument.  The  re- 
solution having  expressly  declared  that  the  persons 
elected  should  have  the  printing  of  the  Senate 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  next  Congress,  and  hav- 
ing required  them  to  give  a  bond  with  sureties  faith- 
fully to  execute  the  work  during  that  period,  could 
the  Senate  now,  by  dismissing  them,  even  if  they 
were  officers,  relieve  itself  from  the  obligation  of 
the  contract,  which,  by  its  terms,  was  to  continue 
until  the  termination  of  the  next  Congress?  No, 
air;  this  contract  stood  firm,  and  would  endure  as 
long  as  the  Constitution  of  the  country  shall  re- 
main in  force.  No  human  power  could  rightfully 
annihilate  its  binding  obligation.  He  would  pledge 
his  whole  fortune  that  such  would  be  the  decision, 
could  this  plain,  simple  question  be  submitted,  even 
without  a  word  of  argument,  to  the  tribunal  now 
in  session  below  us,  (the  Supreme  Court.)  Gentle- 
men, therefore,  would  not  gain  their  point  by  prov- 
ing, if  they  could,  thai  Blair  and  Rives  were  officers 
of  the  Senate. 

Senators  had  contended  that  one  Senate  or  one 
Congress  had  no  right  to  elect  officeis  for  their  suc- 
cessors; and  that,  therefore,  the  joint  resolution  vi- 
olated the  Constitution,  because  it  gave  the  election 
of  a  Printer  for  the  next  Sma.e  to  that  which  had 
expired  on  the  third  of  March.  This  was  as  strange 
a  position  as  any  which  had  been  assumed  through- 
oat  the  argument.  An  old  Senate  and  a  new  Se- 
nate! There  could  be  no  new  Senate.  This  was 
the  very  same  body,  constitutionally,  and  in  point  of 
law,  which  had  assembled  on  the  first  day  of  its 
meeting,  in  1789.  It  bad  existed  without  any  inter- 
mission, from  that  day  until  the  present  moment, 
and  woald  continue  to  exist  as  long  as  the  Govern- 
ment should  endure.  It  was  emphatically  a  per- 
manent body.  Its  rules  were  permanent,  and  were 
not  adopted  from  Congress  to  Congress,  like  those 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.  For  many  years 
after  the  commencement  of  the  Government,  its  Se- 
cretary was  a  permanent  officer,  though  our  rues 
now  required  that  he  should  be  elected  at  stated  in- 
tervals. The  Senate  always  had  a  President,  and 
there  were  always  two-thirds  of  ifs  actual  members 
in  existence,  and  generally  a  much  greater  number. 
It  would  b«  useless  to  labor  this  question.  Every 
writer,  without  exception,  who  had  treated  on 
the  subject,  had  declared  the  Senate  to  be  a 
permanent  b.-dy.  It  never  dies;  and  it  was 
the  sheet-anchor  of  the  Constitution,  on  ac- 
count of  its  permanency.  Senators  were  thus  de- 
prived of  the  poor  apology  that  one  Senate  had  no 
right  to  bind  its  successor*.  Here,  then,  we  bad 
the  spectacle  presented  of  the  Senate,  in  all  the 
forms*  of  law,  but  two  weeks  ago  having  elected  an 
Officer,  if  Senators  would  have  the  firm  of  Blair 
and  Rives  thus  called,  and  now  dismissing  that 
officer,  and  annulling  their  own  solemn  contract 
which,  by  its  express  terms,  wa<  to  endure  for  two 
years.  If  such  things  could  be  done — if  this  body 
of  high  and  commanding  influence  throughout  the 
country,  could  thus  set  aside  its  contracts,  and  that 
at  a  period  when  too  strong  a  disposition  already 
existed  in  the  public  mind  to  disregard  the  faith  of 


contracts,  Heaven  only  could  foresee  whit  might 
be  the  disastrous  results.  The  force  of  our  evil 
example  would  be  felt  throughout  the  Union;  and 
if  we  sanctioned  the  principle,  that 'no  contract 
could  be  binding  on  us,  it  was  one  which  would  be 
carried  out  in  practice  by  other  legislative  bodies. 

Let  him  beseech  Senators  to  pause  and  reflect 
upon  the  tremendous  consequences  which  might 
probably  result  from  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 
Once  establish  the  principle  that  this  body  can  ex- 
ercise the  power  of  violating  a  solemn  contract, 
into  which  they  had  deliberately  entered,  and  what 
would  become  of  the  country?  Did  it  not  at  once 
sanction  the  principle  in  its  fullest  extent,  which 
had  been  falsely  attributed  to  the  parly  to  which  he 
belonged,  that  a  succeeding  Legislature  had  a  right 
to  repeal  the  contracts  entered  into  by  a  preceding 
Legislature.  The  principle  on  which  this  resolu- 
tion was  based,  would  completely  justify  Governor 
M'Nutt  in  his  outrageous  attempt  to  annul  the  bonds 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  The  principle  which 
lay  at  the  root  of  both  cases  was  precisely  the  same, 
and  the  violation  of  faith  in  both  cases  would  be 
similar.  Blair  and  Rives,  by  virtue  of  a  solemn 
contract,  had  a  vested  right  to  perform  the  printing 
of  the  Senate  for  two  years,  and  to  receive  the 
price  fixed  by  law  for  their  work;  and  if  we  could 
now  nullify  this  vested  right,  and  release  ourselves 
from  the  obligation  of  our  contract,  neither  Missis- 
sippi nor  any  other  State  in  the  Union  was  obliged 
to  pay  its  debts.  If  the  Senate  could  not  be  sued, 
neither  could  the  State  be.  In  this  respect,  they 
both  stood  upon  the  same  footing.  A  regard  for 
public  faith,  and  that  alone,  could  bind  either  of 
them  to  the  performance  of  their  contracts. 

But  did  Senators  not  perceive  what  a  dangerous 
example  they  would  set  to  us  by  violating  this  con- 
tract, and  dismissing  Blair  and  Rives  from  being 
Printers  to  the  Senate?  The  signs  of  the  times 
plainly  indicated  that  it  was  their  intention  to  char- 
ter a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  they  could,  at 
the  special  session.  Now,  sir,  the  Democratic  Se- 
nators firmly  believe  that  Congress  have  no  power 
under  the  Constitution  to  establish  such  a  Bank. 
Suppose,  then,  we  should  imitate  their  example,  and 
refuse  to  vote  upon  the  question,  at  the  same  time 
declaring  to  the  world  our  fixed  purpose  to  repeal 
the  charter  at  the  very  first  moment  the  Democracy 
of  the  country  shall  be  again  triumphant:  would 
they  not  consider  this  conduct  revolutionary?  And 
yet  it  would  only  be  pursuing  the  very  course  which 
they  have  pointed  out  to  us  in  refusing  to  vote  at 
the  election  of  Printer,  and  declaring  that  they 
would  remove  Blair  and  Rives,  and.  deprive 
them  of  their  contract,  at  the  very  first 
moment  they  should  attain  the  majority.  Will  not 
their  conduct  settle  this  principle,  if  any  precedent 
could  sanction  such  a  measure,  that,  believing  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  be  unconstitutional, 
we  shall  be  perfectly  justified  in  refusing  to  vote  on 
the  question,  and  in  giving  notice  to  the  world  of 
our  fixed  determination  to  repeal  the  charter  the 
very  moment  we  have  the  power?  The  one  act 
would  be  no  greater  violation  of  pledged  faith  and 
of  vestf  d  rights  than  the  other.  And  if  we  should 
pursue  this  course,  no  Bank  of  the  United  States 
could  be  established.  No  capitalist,  foreign  or  do- 
mestic, could  be  induced  to  advance  his  money  for 
stock  in  this  Bank,  knowing  that  the  charter  would 
be  repealed  as  soon  as  a  change  should  be  effected 
in  the  administration  of  the  Government. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  had, 
some  years  aeo,  proposed  to  repeal  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  1819.  This  was  the  only  constitutional 
mode  of  geaing  clear  of  iu  He  was  informed 
that  at  that  time  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  P&KSTON)  bad  earnestly  opposed  this  repeal. 
He  thus  gave  conclusive  evidence  that  he  did  not 
then  consider  it  a  violation  of  the  Constitution. 
What  had  si  see  changed  his  opinion,  be  (Mr.  B  ) 
could  only  conjecture.  But  no.  repeal  of  it  could 
now  divest  the  existing  rights  of  Blair  and  Rives. 
Neither  the  power  of  tbe  Senate,  nor  of  the  whole 
Government,  nor  any  human  power  which  ex- 
isted in  this  land,  could  violate  \h'u  contract  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  parties  to  be  injured  by  such 
a  violation.  Just  as  certain  as  tttey  had  a  futuri- 
ty before  them,  the  day  would  arrive,  if  Blair  and 
Rives  should  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  their 


contract,  when  they  woald  be  fully  indemnified  for 
every  loss  which  they  might  sustain.  Thai  day 
woutd  fpeedily  come,  if  under  the  Constitution  it 
were  now  in  their  power  to  bring  a  suit  against  the 
Senate  of  tbe  United  States. 

He  bad  ever  held,  and  trusted  he  should  ever 
hold,  that  contracts  were  sacred  and  inviolable;  and 
be  hoped  that  his  party  feelings  might  never  carry 
him  so  far  as  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  any  indi- 
vidual. He  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  doing  exe- 
cution on  Blair  and  Rives. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said,  in  tbe  course  of  this  debate, 
objections  to  this  proceeding  had  been  placed  on 
three  grounds.  The  first  was,  that  there  was  no 
power  in  this  body,  as  now  assembled,  to  go  into 
this  business  and  pass  this  resolution;  it  being  as- 
sumed that  they  were  there  assembled  in  a  part  cn- 
lar  capacity,  which  precluded  the  exercise  of  their 
other  functions.  The  next  ground  was,  that  the 
Printer  was  not  an  officer  of  this  body.  And  the 
third,  that  if  he  were  an  officer  of  the  body,  a  con- 
tract had  been  made  with  him,  which  they  had  not 
tbe  power  to  rescind.  These  were  the  principal 
grounds.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  bad 
made  an  addition  in  relation  to  tbe  character  of 
this  body,  which  seemed  to  him  to  go  the  whole 
length  of  the  subject — that  this  was  a  permanent 
body — the  same  which  came  into  existence  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1789,  and  had  continued  from  that 
day  to  this,  and  must  continue  in  a  I  time,  as  long 
as  the  Government  endured,  and  tbe  respective 
State  Legislatures  shall  perform  their  duty.  Now, 
this  Senate  being  so  deemed  a  perpetual  body,  was 
vested  with  certain  inherent  rights.  What  were 
they?  They  were  either  absolute  or  relative;  and, 
whether  the  one  or  the  other,  they  belonged  to  the 
body  at  all  times,  and  were  to  be  exercised  when 
proper  circumstances  presented  tbemsel  ves.  There 
was  no  6ucb  artificial  classification,  as  tbe  Senator 
supposed,  of  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial 
functions.  It  was  a  body  vested  with  rights  wh  ch, 
though  they  sometimes  might  be  dormant,  always 
existed,  were  to  be  exercised  as  soon  as  a  proper  ease 
was  presented.  Now,  as  a  part  of  the  absolute 
rights  of  this  body,  was  the  right  to  judge  of  the 
election  returns  and  tbe  qualifications  of  its  mem- 
bers. There  was  no  question  that  this  body  could 
do  this,  whenever  it  was  properly  assembled;  and 
tbe  only  question  to  arise  was,  whether  the 
body  was  properly  assembled,  in  the  proper  place, 
and  under  tbe  proper  authority.  Another  absolute 
right  was,  by  a  majority  of  its  own  number,  to  de- 
cide on  any  ordinary  question.  Another  was,  to 
make  rules  and  regulations  for  its  own  govern- 
ment. Another  was,  to  expel  any  member  by  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  body;  and  another  was,  to 
elect  its  own  officers.  All  these  rights  had  no  rela- 
tion whatever  to  any  other  department  of  Govern- 
ment: they  were  inherent  and  absolute  rights, 
which  might  be  exercised  when  the  Senate  was 
properly  convened.  They  could  not  voluntarily 
assemble  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia:  they  could  not 
by  common  consent  assemble  at  any  time  they 
thought  proper,  to  do  this  act;  but  when  they  were 
assembled,  these  were  inherent  and  absolute  rights, 
to  be  exercised  beyond  all  controversy,  and  beyond 
all  dispute.  Now,  what  were  tie  rights  of  the  body! 
Why,  they  were  delegated  rights,  when  a  session  of 
Congress  lakes  place,  and  they  were  acting  in  a  le- 
gislative capacity.  What  was  Congress?  It  was 
a  thing  having  a  definite  commencement  and  con- 
clusion. This  must  occur  once  a  year— the  Con- 
stitution says  on  the  firs  J  Monday  in  December;  bat 
if  the  President  thought  proper,  Congress  might  < 
semble  whenever  occasion  should  arise  in  wh 
they  might  exercise  their  functions;  and 
they  were  assembled  in  Congress,  and 
inherent  axd  relative  rights  exist,  did  that 
prevent  tbe  exercise  of  their  absolute  and  inherent 
rights?  Ought  they  not  elect  their  orTcers  and  torn 
out  members  that  may  have  misbehaved  mesa- 
selves?  Well,  then,  there  were  other  relative  rights. 
The  Senate  was  called  the  treaty-making  power 
and  the  appointing  power.  He  did  not  know  whe- 
ther the  phraseology  was  correct; .but  this  was  wbta 
properly  assembled,  whether  in  session  of  Congtess 
or  at  any  other  time  wneu  me  xioase  was  not  in 
session,  and  when  they  could  have  no  session  at 
Cengress.    He  thought  it  most  be  apparent  to 


CONGRESSIONAL.  GLOBE. 


26th  Como 


2nd  Ses8. 


MONDAY,  MARCH  22,  1841, 


Volume  9...*. .....No.  16. 


BY  BLAIR  &  RIVES. 


-WEEKLY- 


PRICE  91   PER  SESSION. 


Continued  from  Ab.  15. 

every  one,  that  this  Senate  possesses  the  absolute, 
inherent  right  to  elect  its  own  officers,  at  anytime 
when  lawfully  assembled,  without  reference  to  any 
other  case,  when  it  might  be  called  on  to  exercise 
its  relative  rights.  That  being  true,  was  the  Printer 
aa  officer  of  the  Senate?  The  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama said  it  was  not  an  office,  nor  was  the  Printer 
an  ameer  of  the  Senate;  or  that  he  was  not  more 
than  a  quasi  officer.  He  (Mr.  Bayard)  confessed 
he  did  not  well  understand  how  be  could  be  a  o»«Ji 
officer.  He  had  beard  of  a  quasi  corporation— a 
body  possessing  some  of  the  attributes  of  a  corpo- 
ration, but  wanting  others— bat  he  had  never  heard 
of  a  emoti  officer.  If  there  were  quasi  officers, 
they  most  be  officers  with  the  name,  but  with- 
out employment — officers  having  sinecures. 
Now,  what  was  an  employment  or  of- 
fice? He  would  quote  from  an  autho- 
rity, which  was  perhaps  the  best  extant.  Web- 
ster's Dictionary  thus  defines  the  word  officer r  "An 
officer  is  one  who  executes  an  office  of  some  kind. 
Office,  a  particular  duty,  charge,  or  trust  conferred  by 
public  authority,  and  for  a  public  purpose;  employ- 
ment taken  by  commission  front  Government,  and 
these  who  administer  it."  It  might  also  be  a  duty 
or  employment  of  a  private  nature.  It  was  an 
employment,  but  office  was  a  more  dignified  name. 
Did  any  one  say  the  Printer  was  not  an  employ- 
ment? If  he  had  no-  employment,  he  (Mr.  Bav- 
aid)  Would  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Alabama, 
[Mr.  Ci*ay,1  that  he  was  a  quasi  officer;  but  if  he 
had  aa  employment — if  he  were  entrusted  with  the 
printing  of  all  their  docnments,and  their  confidential 
documents,  too,  he  thought  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania would  have  some  difficulty  in  showing  that 
he  was  not  an  officer  of  the  Senate.  He  was  employed 
by  the  Senate;  he  was  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fond;  his  work  was  of  a  confidential  character,  for 
he  had  the  printing  of  all  their  treaties;  and  yet  he 
was  no  officer  of  the  Senate!  Why,  what  did ,  he 
do?  Why,  by  meant  of  his  types,  precisely  what 
their  Secretary  did.  He  transcribed— he  was  a 
copying  clerk,  and  nothing  more  nor  less.  By  the 
intervention  of  his  types  and  his  press  he  did  what 
their  Secretary  did  with  his  pen;  he  transcribed  their 
documents  and  journals,  and  furnished  them  with  a 
certain  number  of  copies.  How  was  he  paid?  Oat 
of  the  contingent  fund.  How  was  he  elected?  By 
the  body.  And  yet  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Bucbajtan)  said  he  was  no  officer;  and  Jhe  Se- 
nator from  Alabama  (Mr.  Clay)  say  s  a  quasi  officer. 
Tbat  brought  him  to  the  last  proposition,  which 
is,  it  if  a  contract.  If  it  was  a  contract,  he  should 
be  the  last  man  in  the  Senate  to  violate  it.  What 
sort  of  a  contract  was  it?  A  contract  which  car- 
ried w  gremto  the  principle  of  its  dissolution— a 
contract  made  with  an  officer  who  holds  his  office 
at  the  will  ef  the  Senate.  He  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  employment  of  any  officer  was  not  a 
contract?  It  belonged  to  this  class  of  contracts — 
"after  you  have  performed  the  work,  I  will  pay 
you."  There  was  the  contract;  and  in  accepting 
aft  office,  which  is  itself  an  office  at  wilt,  the  person 
accepted  it  with  this  consideration— that  he  could 
be  removed  at  any  moment.  It  was  a  parliamen- 
tary office;  and  all  such  were  at  uitt.  No  principle 
wms  better  understood  than  that  all  parliamentary 
officers  are  at  will.  All  were  at  will.  The  Speaker 
ef  the  House  of  Representatives  was  at  will— they 
might  remove  him.  Did  not  onr  collectors,  dis- 
trict attorneys,  and  marshals,  hold  their  office  for 
a  period  of  years,  and  yet  with  a  defeasible  con- 
dition? 

And  what  difference  did  the  bond  make?  Did 
not  their  Clerk  give  bond?  And  yet  was  he  not  re- 
movable? This  was  the  effect  and  operation  of 
the  bond'— simply,  inasmuch  as  ihey  were  charged 
viib  a  very  important  duty,  thai  they  perform  the 
4a*y  «*»  fidelity,  as  long  as  the*  rtmaininqffke. 
—      eas  all.    There  was  the  limitation  of  it.    It 


was  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  if  an  officer  holds 
his  office  at  will,  the  same  condition  goes  with  the 
contract.  He  takes  it,  subject  to  the  necessary  re* 
striction.  What,  then,  was  the  contract?  We  will 
employ  you  so  long  as  agreeable  for  us,  and  pay 
you  at  a  certain  rate.  And  what  did  the  other 
party  say?  I  will  do  it  at  this  rate — subject  to  your 
wish  or  refusal.  There  was  the  contract,  and  the 
whole  contract. 

The  honorable  Senator  said,  this  was  a  most  ex- 
traordinary proceeding.  Hs  thought  not.  They 
had  fall  warning  in  relation  to  this  matter. 
Did  we  not  tell  them  then  (continued  Mr.  B.) 
that  they  were  doing  what  they  had  no 
right  to  do,  and,  the  moment  we  bad  the 
power,  we  should  correct  it?  Did  they  suppose 
we  would  suffer  a  mere  partisan  to  be  chosen,  and 
thrown  on  us,  for  whom  we  were  going  to  provide 
the  means  of  support?  We  undertook  to  show  at 
the  time  that  there  was  no  right  to  elect  in  this 
manner.  They  would  do  it;  when  they  had  but  five 
or  six  days  to  remain  in  power.  We  gave  them 
full  warning  that  we  shsuld  dismiss  their  officers 
who  hold  their  office  at  will.  It  was  an  exercise  of 
mere  power,  and  we  should  submit  no  longer  than 
we  were  compelled  to.  It  was  an  abuse  of  power. 
Was  it  to  execute  the  current  work  of  the  day  that 
he  was  appointed?  By  the  terms  of  that  resolution 
it  was  a  prospective  appointment — it  was  under- 
taking to  give  them  a  Printer  for  the  27th  Con- 
gress— to  anticipate  this  matter;  and,  so  for  two 
years  to  come,  we  should  be  compelled  thus  to  sup- 
port a  mere  partisan  editor;  a  paper  that  had  been 
extremely  wanton  in  its  course,  dealing  in  a  foul 
species  of  detraction,  both  as  to  individuals  and 
characters  and  members  of  the  party. 

It  was  an  abuse  of  power  on  their  part;  and  tho 
party  now  in  power  would  use  it  in  correcting  this, 
at  least,  so  far  as  his  vote  went. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  there  was  a  question  con- 
nected with  this  case  which  was  preliminary  to  the 
question  under  discussion,  and  which  he  wished  to 
put  on  record.  It  was  the  question  of  power;  and, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  that,  and  making  it 
part  of  the  debate,  he  offered  this  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  whole  resolution,  after  the  word  "Re- 
solved:" 

"That  Blair  and  Rives  having  been  duly  elected 
Printers  to  the  S-nate,  during  the  late  session  of 
Congress,  under  the  joint  resolution  of  the  two 
Houses,  providing  for  the  election  of  printers  in 
Congress,  and  the  Senate  having  acted  with  open 
doors  and  in  its  legislative  character,  in  making 
the  election,  it  is  not  now  competent  for  the  Senate 
acting  alone  in  its  executive  character,  to  an- 
nul the  election,  and  thereby  divest  the  rights  which 
Blair  and  Rives  may  have  acquired  from  that  elec- 
ion,  and  the  contract  resulting  from  it." 

He  intended  to  lay  open  the  whole  ground;  and 
he  would  call  for  the  ayes  and  noes  thereon. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  say  a  few  words  in  re- 
ply to  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Bayard.] 
That  Senator  had  still  contended  that  the  Printer 
was  an  officer  of  the  Senate.  He  should  not  again 
argue  that  question,  because  he  believed  he  had 
shown  conclusively  that  the  Printer  was  not  such 
an  officer.  The  Senator  had  compared  our  Printer 
with  the  collector  of  the  customs  at  New  York,  or 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  here,  both  of  whom 
might  be  removed  at  pleasure,  and  bad  contended 
that  the  cases  were  parallel.  He  would  not  now 
stop  to  point  out  the  vast  difference  between  them, 
but  would  confine  himself  to  asking  the  Senator  a 
single  question.  Had  not  the  Senate,  if  such  were 
their  pleasure,  a  right  to  make  a  contract  with  a 
mechanic,  be  he  an  officer  or  not  an  officer,  and 
bind  themselves  to  perform  it  on  their  part  during 
the  period  of  two  years?  And  if  they  had  a  right  to 
enter  into  such  a  contract,  have  tbey  any  constitu- 
tional power  to  nullify  it  at  the  end  of  two  weeks, 
by  dismissing  the  officer,  against  his  will,  with  whom 
they  had  thus  contracted? 


Mr.  BAYARD  said:  Unquestionably,  the  Senate 
might  enter  into  a  contract;  but  all  the  terms  of  the 
contract  must  be  considered.  Part  of  the  terms  of 
this  contract  was,  that  it  was  defeasible  in  its  own 
nature.  But  if  the  office  be  held  at  will,  the  ingre- 
dient was  incorporated  into  the  contract  itself,  and 
therefore  it  was  defeasible  at  any  time. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  continued.  This  was  pre- 
cisely as  he  had  understood  the  Senator.  This  Se- 
nate, then,  had  the  right  to  enter  into  a  contract 
with  an  individual  to  perform  its  printing,  which, 
by  express  terms,  must  continue  two  years;  and 
yet,  in  the  face  of  this  positive  stipulation!  it 
might  annul  uV  contract  the  very  next  day;  be- 
cause, forsooth,  the  office  was  d  feasible!  That  was 
the  position  to  which  the  Senator  was  driven;  and 
if  any  Senator,  however  ingenious  he  might  be, 
could  define  the  nature  of  such  a  contract,  he  would 
award  to  him  the  meed  for  his  skill  and  ingenuity. 
The  terms  of  the  contract,  under  the  joint  resolu- 
tion, were  as  precisely  fixed  as  though  each  member 
of  the  Senate  had  collectively  entered  into  the  fol- 
lowing stipulation  with  these  Printers:  "You  shall 
do  onr  printing  for  two  years;  and  if  you  should 
not  execute  the  work  according  to  your  contract, 
then  our  Secretary  shall  be  vested  with  the  power 
to  have  such  portions  ef  it  done  by  others  as  he 
may  think  proper,  charging  you  with  the  differ- 
ence between  your  contract  price,  and  what  he 
may  be  obliged  to  pay."  The  Senate  had  reserved 
no  power  whatever  to  remove  the  Printer  before 
the  termination  of  the  two  years;  but  merely  the 
remedy  on  his  bond,  and  the  right  of  punishing 
him  for  violating  his  contract,  by  employing 
another  to  dp  the  work  at  his  expense.  The  Eng- 
lish language  could  not  make  a  more  binding  con- 
tract npon  both  parties,  and  for  the  purpose  of  the 
present  argument,  he  cared  not  whether  the  Printer 
was  considered  an  officer  or  not. 

Names  were  nothing;  it  was  the  substance  which 
we  ought  to  consider;  and  even  if  the  Printer  were 
an  officer,  which  he  clearly  was  not,  he  was  one  of 
a  very  different  character  from  your  Secretary, 
your  Sergeant-at-Arms,  or  your  Doorkeeper,  who 
were  removable  at  pleasure.  These  officers  re- 
quired no  capital,  engaged  in  no  expensive  busi- 
ness, and  employed  no  workmen  to  enable  them  to 
perform  their  duties.  They  gave  us  their  personal 
services  merely  in  recording  our  proceedings,  serv- 
ing our  process,  preserving  order  in  the  chamber, 
and  performing  other  similar  offices,  for  which  they 
received  a  certain  fixed  salary.  Not  so  the  Prin- 
ter. He  was  selected  under  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, directing  the  manner  in  which  the  printing 
should  be  executed,  fixing  the  prices  which  he  was 
to  receive  for  each  item,  and  assuring  to  him 
the  contract  for  two  years.  Let  him  put  a  case  to 
the  Senator,  which  might  readily  occur  under  this 
resolution.  A  Printer  is  chosen  bv  the  Senate,  who 
resides  in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  or  Boston. 
He  invests  fifty  or  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
purchasing  presses  and  paper,  employing  work- 
men, and  setting  op  an  establishment  in  this  city, 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  perform  bis  con- 
tract. The  new  Congress  meets;  and  at  the  mo- 
ment of  their  meeting,  he  is  fully  prepared  to  ex- 
ecute our  work;  bat  before  he  can  enter  upon  it,  the 
Senate  dismiss  him  from  employment,  and  inform 
him  that  he  was  but  an  officer,  whose  appointment, 
to  use  the  language  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
was  defeasible  at  pleasure,  and  that  he  must  sub- 
mit to  be  ruined  without  redress.  Was  there  any 
Senator  who  could  say  that  this  wontd  not  be  a 
plain,  palpable  violation  of  public  faith,  for  which 
the  Printer  could  obtain  ample  redress  under  his  con- 
tract, if  the  Senate  could  be  sued  in  a  court  of  justice. 
The  concluding  clause  of  the  joint  resolution  de- 
clared, that  "each  House  shall  proceed  to  ballot 
for  a  Printer."  To  do  what?  To  perform  the  du- 
ties of  an  office?  No,  sir:  such  a  word  did  not  oc- 
cur throughout  ths  resolution;  but  "to-  execute  its 
work."  And  for  what  period?  "During  the  next 
Congress."    What  security  did  the  Senate  require 
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that  the  Printer  thus  appointed  should  faithfully 
perform  his  contract?  "A  bond,  with  sureties,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  for 
fl»e  prompt,  accurate  and  neat  execution  of  the 
work,"  not  for  the  performance  of  any  official 
doty.  And  yet  the  Printer  was  an  officer  who 
could  be  dismissed  at  pleasure !  No,  sir,  no.  Blair 
and  Rives  wese  employed  "to  execute  the  work'* 
of  the  Senate  during  the  Twenty-seventh  Congress, 
not  to  perform  any  official  duties  whatever.  Toe 
joint  resolution  provided  that  they  should  be  chosen 
before  the  termination  of  the  26th  Congress;  for,  if 
this  were  not  the  case,  no  Printers  could  be  selected 
after  the  meeting  of  the  27 ih  Congress  for  either 
House,  except  Gales  and  Seaton  or  Blair  and  Rives. 
In  order  to  prevent  a  monopoly  in  favor  of  Printers 
who  owned  large  establishments  in  this  city,  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  afford  others  the  time  ne- 
cessary to  procure  similar  establishments  before 
their  duties  should  commence.  But,  under 
the  doctrine  contended  for,  a  Printer  elected 
by  the  Senate  from  Boston,  New  York,  or 
Richmond,  who  ba4  prepared  himself  fully 
"to  execute  its  work'*  might  be  dismissed  the  first 
day  of  the  session,  and  might  be  informed,  in  the 
language  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware:  "Yon 
should  not  complain,  for  yon  accepted  this  contract 
under  the  implied  condition  that  we  could  turn 
you  out  at  pleasure."  No,  sir;  in  order  to  promote 
a  competition  among  printers,  this  joint  resolution 
provided  for  the  creation  of  an  absolute  contract, 
to  endure  for  two  years,  which  the  Senate  could 
not  violate,  and  on  which  the  Printer  might  confi- 
dently rely.  It  did  not  refer  to  an  office  at  all,  but 
placed  the  subject  on  its  proper  foundation,  that  ef 
the  execution  work— of  mechanical  labor— not  of 
official  duties.  It  required  bond  and  security  to  be 
given;  and  also,  that,  in  case  the  Printer  did  not  per- 
form the  work  in  proper  time,  the  Secretary  might 
have  it  performed  bo  others,  at  bis  expense.  By- 
the-by,  would  a  Printer,  thus  casually  employed  by 
the  Secretary,  also  become  an  officer  of  the  Senate? 

Casting  away  all  the  ingenuity  used  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question,  was  not  this  the  simple  state- 
ment of  the  case?  I  enter  into  a  contract  to  em- 
ploy a  carpenter,  during  the  period  of  two  years,  to 
build  a  house  or  bouses  for  me,  for  which  1  agree  to 
pay  him  a  fixed  price,  according  to  their  measure- 
ment; and  I  take  a  bond  and  security  from  him  for 
the  faithful  execution  of  his  contrast.  I  stipulate 
with  him,  that,  in  case  he  fails  to  perform  his  duty, 
I  shall  be  at  liberty  to  employ  another  mechanic 
to  take  his  place,  and  that  he  shall  be  answerable 
for  all  damages.  The  moment  he  is  prepared  to 
enter  upon  his  work,  I  turn  about  and  s#»y,  I  reserv- 
ed* in  my  own  mind,  the  power  of  annulling  the 
contract,  and  I  now  annul  it.  You  may  go  about 
your  business.  I  am  above  the  law,  and  you  can- 
not recover  any  damages  from  me.  You  shall 
lose  the  expense  and  the  trouble  which  you  have 
incurred  in  preparing  to  perform  your  contract. 
What  care  I  for  that. 

The  Senate  neither  had  the  moral  nor  the  con- 
stitutional power  to  violate  this  contract;  and,  if  they 
should  do  it,  Blair  and  Rives,  some  day  or  other, 
before  this  or  some  other  tribunal,  would  obtain  an 
ample  indemnity  for  all  losses  sustained. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said,  when  the  appoint- 
ment of  Blair  and  Rives  took  place,  about  ten  or 
twelve  days  ago,  on  his  side  of  the  house  they  con- 
sidered it  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  instances 
of  the  exercise  of  high-handed  power  they  had 
witnessed  during  the  present  session  of  Congress 
from  the  other  side  of  (he  honse.  By  one  gentle- 
man—a gentleman  of  great  candor  and  frankness — 
it  was  admitted  to  be  an  act  of  power— of  pure, 
naked,  unqualified  power.  Well,  on  that  occa- 
sion, they  (Mr.  Clat  and  his  friends)  gave  notice 
to  the  other  side  of  the  house — they  gave  notice  to 
the  world  and  to  these  Printers,  that,  if  they  did 
go  into  an  election  under  the  existing  circumstances, 
they  (his  side  of  the  honse)  should,  at  the  earliest 
possible  period,  correct  the  procedure  by  the  dis- 
missal of  these  Printers  from  office;  and,  on  the 
4th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one— the  very 
day  on  which  the  pretended  contract  commenced — 
his  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Mangum)  offered  the  re- 
solution, according  to  the  terms  of  which  these 


men  were  to  be  dismissed,  if  it  were  carried. 
He  had  said  they  considered  it  oneof  the  most  ex- 
traordinary exercises  of  high-handed  power;  for 
what  was  ii?  Why,  when  they  looked  at  its  cha- 
racter, they  would  see  it  to  be  an  attempt,  by  a  de- 
feated party,  to  continue  their  power  and  appoint- 
ments beyond  the  term  of  their  official  power.  It 
was  an  attempt  to  throw  their  cast-off  clothes  on 
us.  And  what  sort  of  soiled  clothes  were  they? 
Such,  as  if  my  servant  Charles  had  come  into  mv 
presence  with  them,  I  would  have  driven  him  from 
my  presence  for  the  indignity. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Rives  had  been  mentioned,  and 
their  sympathies  were  to  be  excited  for  him.  He 
would  describe  the  case  of  Mr.  Rive*  by  an  anec- 
dote. There  was  a  notorious  fellow  named  Tom 
Moore,  who,  after  a  long  course  of  vil!any,  got 
into  jail  in  England,  and  while  theie  he  instructed 
a  jackdaw  to  say  a  few  sentences.  Tom  played 
at  cards  in  jail,  and  continued  his  tricks  there  which 
he  had  practised  when  out.  The  jackdaw  looked  on 
all  the  time,  and,  as  Tom  cheated  his  companions, 
the  jackdaw  cried,  "Damn  it,  how  be  nicks  them." 
At  last  Tom  got  hung,  and  the  jackdaw  got  out 
among  some  birds  of  his  own  soit,  and  they 
were  discovered  in  a  farmer's  barn  making 
havoc  among  his  corn.  The  farmer  closed  the 
door  upon  them,  and  Tom  Moore's  jackdaw 
flew  upon  a  beam;  from  which,  as  the  farmer  tore 
off  successively  the  heads  of  the  rest,  he  cried, 
"Damn  it,  how  he  nicks  them."  This  at  length  at* 
tracted  the  farmer's  attention,  and,  looking:  up,  he 
inquired,  "Pray,  sir,  how  got  you  here?"  "Bad 
company  brought  me  here,"  was  the  reply  of  Tom 
Moore's  jackdaw.  And  as  to  poor  Mr.  Rive?,  it 
was  bad  company  that  brought  him  here. 

Well,  now,  let  them  go  into  the  circumstances 
of  this  case.  In  1819,  a  resolution  was  passed  by 
which  each  House  agreed  to  appoint  its  own  Prin- 
ter— to  do  what  the  Constitution  authorized  them 
to  de  separately;  That  continued  in  force  till 
1829,  when  it  was  so  modified  that  a  majority  was 
required  to  consummate  an  election  of  Printer. 
Well,  this  continued  in  force,  or  at  least  continued 
to  be  respected;  but  it  was,  if  not  unconstitutional, 
at  least  unnecessary.  As  far  back  as  '34  or  '35, 
the  House  utterly  disregarded  this  resolution,  and, 
instead  of  putting  the  appointment  *f  the  Printer 
at  the  end  of  the  session,  they  had  thrown  the  ap- 
pointment to  the  other  end,  and  made  it  at  the  com- 
mencement So  the  House  had  done  for  the  last 
four  or  five  sessions;  and  it  was  now  without  a 
Printer,  having  put  off  the  appointment  to  the  next 
session.  But  that  was  not  all.  The  House  had 
not  only  not  considered  itself  bound  by  the  resolu- 
tion, which  gentlemen  told  them  was  the  law  of  the 
case,  but  the  House  had  gone  on,  and,  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  last  session,  had  varied  the  terms,  and 
considerably  reduced  them.  New,  if  the  House 
was  not  bound  by  this  resolution,  on  what  princi- 
ple could  it  be  said  that  the  Senate  was  bound?  If 
it  was  a  compact  between  the  two  Houses,  it  was  a 
reciprocal  obligation;  but  if  the  other  House  was 
not  bound,  neither  was  the  Senate  bound; 
and  they  were  neither  bound,  because  the 
Constitution,  which  was  paramount  to  all 
law,  gave  them  the  power  to  elect  their  own 
officers.  But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia said  this  was  a  contract — a  binding,  obligatory 
contract,  to  the  execution  of  which  their  honor, 
their  good  faith,  their  fair  dealing, were  all  pledged. 
And  how  did  he  make  it  out  a  contract? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  I  will  answer  the  Senator, 
if  he  will  permit  me. 

Mr.  CLAY.    At  the  proper  time. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  I  thought  you  desired  an 
answer. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  do  at  the  proper  time:  at  my 
time,  not  at  your  time. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.    I  await  your  time. 

Mr.  CLAY.  The  argument  of  his  friend  [Mr. 
Bayard]  must  have  satisfied  every  one  that  heard  it, 
that  it  was  an  office.  What  was  the  fact?  Why, 
this  Editor— this  senior  Editor— bad  stalked  about 
this  hall,  day  after  day,  having  got  the  entree  on  the 
express  ground  that  he  was  an  officer  of  the  Senate, 
for  he  could  have  got  it  on  no  other  ground.  But 
being  regarded  as  an  officer  of  the  Senate  by  the 
Yios  President,  who>had  lately  vacated  his  seat,  he 


walked  about  with  all  the  freedom  of  any  other 
person  who  bad  the  entree  of  the  Senate.  Then,  ai 
to  this  contract  under  this  resolution :  wis  it  4 
contract  because  it  specified  the  terms,  the  feet,  aad 
the  compensation?  Why  was  not  that  the  ease  with 
district  attorneys  and  marshals?  Were  not  the? 
compensated  by  fees  which  were  specified? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.    The  time  was  not  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  CLAY.    Time  1  let  me  put  it  to  that  gen. 
tleman.   Suppose  tne  party,  when  it  had  the  power, 
had  chosen  to  appoint  a  Printer  for  ten  years,  ran* 
ning  through  General  Harrison's  term  aid  into 
that  of  his  succcessor,  so  as  to  disable  us  from  se- 
parating ourselves  and  disencumbering  oonetai 
from  the  putrid  mass,  so  to  be  lashed  to  our  bodki 
and  borne  by  us  the  whole  time— would  the  con- 
tract have  been- binding?    Or  suppose  the  contract, 
instead  of  for  a  term  of  years,  bad  been  for  Ufel 
Now,  in  all  increases  he  had  mentioned— laose  of 
an  attorney,  a  marshal,  a  clerk,  or  any  other  offi- 
cer— there  were  duties  specified  by  law  aad  at 
clearly  enumerated  as  by  the  resolution  of  1819. 
But  all  these  held  office,  subject  to  the  will  of  the 
appointing  power.    Now,  in  all  these  cases,  wait 
does  the  contract  amount  to?    To  fulfil  the  duties 
while  they  remained  in  the  employment   Well, 
that  is  part  and  parcel  of  this  contract,  aasvjnisf 
that  they  are  officers,  and  he  thought  it  had  heea 
proven  by  the  express  terms  of  the  resolution  of  *S9 
and  of  '19.    What  did  they  do?  There  was  in  elec- 
tion.   Who  succeeds?  The  one  having  a  majority. 
How  voted  for?  By  ballot.    How  declared?  la  the 
usual  mode.    The  whole  ceremony  was  like  thai 
this  morning,  when  they  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  a  Sergeant-at-Arms.    There  was  an  election  by 
ballot — an  election  by  a  majority;  there  wis  the 
giving  of  a  bond,  the  taking  of  an  oath,  and  the 
performance  of  official  duties;  and,  if  all  these  did 
not  create  an  effice  and  make  a  man  an  officer,  be 
should  like  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to 
favor  him  with  a  definition  of  an  officer.   It  wis 
the  common  ease,  then,  of  an  officer.  Bat  they  had 
been   reminded  of  a  passage  of  that  inaugural 
speech  delivered  the  other   day,  and  which  he 
trusted  the   gentlemen    would   study  and  nrcii 
by  in  all  its  parts. 

They  were  reproached  with  violating  some  of  the 
principles  of  the  party  coming  into  power,  which 
were  professed  when  out  of  power.  How?  Why, 
did  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  imagine  that  the 
party  in  power  were  going  to  consummate  the  tri- 
umph of  proscription  by  retaining  this  man,  beeawe 
they  bad  pretested  against  proscription  when  it  vat 
carried  on  in  this  nation  without  regard^to  services 
or  character,  and  when  persona  were  introduced  of 
an  opposite  description  and  of  inferior  merinl 
Could  gentlemen  "lay  that  flattering  unction  to 
their  souls?'*  Why,  if  they  were  to  let  this  mu 
remain,  it  would  be  the  triumph  of  proscription— 
an  absolute  triumph.  He  knew  not  what  the  robs 
might  be  which  would  be  adopted  by  the  Exeeotiw 
department  of  the  Government;  but  he  traded 
they  would  see  none  turned  out  but  those  who  were 
incapable,  dishonest,  faithless  to  the  Gonstttatioa, 
or  who  had  improperly  intermeddled  with  the  elec- 
tions. That  was  his  principle;  and  on  a  former  oc- 
casion he  understood  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania as  giving  in  his  adhesion  to  it  Bat 
gentlemen  seemed  disposed,  now  to  pat 
themselves  in  opposition;  and,  on  the  first  day  of 
this  session,  they  rose  en  masse.  But  if  the  geatk> 
men  thought  they  could  excite  the  sympathies  of 
the  country  with  such  a  being  as  Francis  P.  Blair, 
let  them  go  out  with  him  to  the  people,  and  pnv 
claim  the  injustice  which  had  been  done  to  baa. 
All  he  (Mr.  Clat)  would  wish  was  that  they  (Mr- 
Clat  and  his  political  friends)  might  not  be  asv* 
ciated  with  him.  If  there  was  no  other  grown!  fa 
his  dismissal,  he  (Mr.  Cult)  would  go  on  thegrouwi 
of  infamy  of  character  of  the  print  and  the  Prkvr. 
They  might  be  indicted  on  that  ground.  Aad 
let  htm  tell  Senators  that,  the  other  day,  when  *• 
late  and  the  present  President,  in  a  manner  so 
honorable  to  themselves,  were  exchanging  eosja> 
sies  with  each  other — a  spectacle  with  which  every 
manly  man  must  be  gratified — that  day  was  tm 
upon  by  this  Globe,  as  a  foreign  minister  told  bus— 
for  he  (Mr*  Clat)  scarcely  ever  saw  the  aW 
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beet — that  day  this  man  who,  against  their  pro- 
list,  and  all  propriety,  was  to  be  forced  upon  them, 
selected  to  issue  a  tirade  of  abuse  and  scurrility 
against  the  President  in  power.  If  they  re- 
garded the  character  of  the  country  at  home  or 
abroad,  he  ought  to  be  dismissed;  and  be  would  tell 
them  there  was  scarcely  one  circa  instance  that  had 
done  their  party  more  mischief  lhan  the  retention 
of  such  a  man  and  such  a  paper  as  the  official  or- 
gan. Now,  be  said,on  the  ground  of  the  character  and 
reputation  of  the  man  and  of  the  paper,  they  owed 
it  to  Christendom — they  owed  it  to  themselves— 
they  owed  it  to  the  purity  of  the  national  character, 
to  disconnect  themselves  at  once  and  foreTer  from 
these  men.  On  the  ground  of  the  notoriously  bad 
character  of  the  print  and  the  Printer,  he  should  in- 
voke the  Senate  to  displace  them,  and  give  them 
no  longer  the  sanction  of  an  official  character. 
And  what  injury  would  be  done  them?  They 
woe  the  Printers  to  the  Senate  to  the  3d  of  March, 
and  they  executed  all  the  duties  to  that  time. 
Their  new  office,  from  which  it  was  proposed  to 
dismiss  ihem,  they  did  not  enter  until  the  4th,  and 
they  knew  that  the  attempt  would  be  made  to  dis- 
miss them,  They  were  notified  of  it;  and  what  inju- 
ry then  could  happen?  As  to  their  bond,  he  hoped, 
after  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  an  order  would 
be  made  to  return  their  bond  to  them.  They  had 
been  pat  to  no  expense — they  had  incurred  no  out- 
lay. It  was  but  an  attempt  to  prolong  their  power 
after  the  termination  of  its  legitimate  exercise,  and 
to  force  on  them  (the  present  majority)  unaccepta- 
ble, unwelcome  Printers,  whom  they  bad  given 
notice  they  should  attempt  to  remove  as  soon  as 
they  possessed  the  power  to  do  it.  The  time  had 
now  come,  and  he  trusted  they  should  avail  them- 
selves of  it,  and  by  a  majority  adopt  the  resolu. 
tion. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  they  had  been  accused  of 
being  guilty  of  an  abuse  of  power  in  electing  a 
Printer  for  the  next  Congress.  But  if  this  were  an 
abuse  of  power,  it  was  one  which  arose  out  of  a 
joint  resolution  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  which 
was  passed  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  and  which 
had  been  repeatedly  acted  upon  by  both  Houses, 
and  with  perfect  uniformity  in  this  body.  It  was 
a  strange  abuse  of  terms  to  call  that  an  abuse. 
They  were  acting  precisely  in  conformity  with  the 
law  of  the  land;  and  they  were  doing  what  had 
been  uniformly  done  by  all  their  predecessors  from 
the  period  at  which  this  joint  resolution  was  passed 
to  the  present  period.  He  repeated,  then,  it  was 
an  abuse,  a  gross  abuse  of  language  and  truth,  to 
say  this  was  an  abuse  of  power.  But  it  was  asked 
to  be  considered  an  abuse  of  power,  because,  at  the 
period  when  they  proceeded  to  this  election,  a  new 
Senate  was  about  to  come  into  power,  which  would 
be  composed  of  a  political  majority  opposed  to  the 
majority  which  went  into  this  election.  And  here 
again  they  had  to  complain  of  these  very  Senators 
who  now  charged  this  on  them  (ihe  present  mino- 
rity) as  an  abuse  of  power.  He  would  refer  to  the 
journals  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  of  February, 
1835,  but  four  days  before  the  expiration  of  that 
body.  And  here  he  would  remark,  that  the  ses- 
sion of  1836  had  been  called  the  expunging  session; 
bat  he  thought  that  should  be  changed,  and  hereafter 
ihv  should  be  called  the  expunging  session,  for  here 
this  body  was  to  expunge  a  law  of  the  United 
Stales — a  joint  resolution  which  had  all  the  sanc- 
tion of  law;  they  were  about  to  expunge  a  eon- 
contraet— yes,  this  body  was  about  to  expunge 
both  law  and  contract.  Now,  let  them  see  what 
those  very  gentlemen,  who  now  charged  the  present 
minority  with  an  abuse  of  power,  did  before  the 
period  arrived  when  they  had  to  go  into  a  minori- 
ty. They  did  what  they  (Mr.  Walks*  and  his 
friend)  did  ten  days  ago — they  elected  a  Printer. 
Here  were  the  proceedings  on  the  98th  of  February, 
1835.  And  mark  the  date-— but  four  days  before 
that  Senate  was  to  expire. 

Mr.  Preston,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  moved  that 
the  Senate  proceed  to  the  election  of  Printer  of  the 
Senate  to  the  twenty-fourth  Congress. 

Bar.  Wright  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
wave  ordered,  and  the  question  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative—ayes  27,  noes  18.  Among  those  vot- 
ing in  the  affirmative  were  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Cut 


of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Ewino,  Manoum,  Pren- 
txss,  Preston,  Southard,  Tyler,  and  Webster. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  Benton  to  postpone  the  elec- 
tion was  negatived — Ayes  18,  noes  28. 

The  8enate  then  proceeded  to  the  election,  and 
after  15  balloting*,  Mr.  Wright  moved  to  postpone 
the  balloting  indefinitely,  which  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  again  to  ballot,  and 
on  the  18th  ballot,  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton 
were  declared  to  be  elected  Printers  to  the  next 
Congress. 

Then  the  Senators  who  now  charged  on  them 
[Mr.  Walker's  side  of  the  House]  as  an  abuse  of 
power,  the  election  of  a  Printer  on  going  into  a 
minority,  did  the  very  same  thing  themselves,  and 
at  a  time  when  they  were  going  into  a  minority,  by 
the  election  of  Gales  and  Seaton.  And  what  did 
the  Democratic  majority  do?  In  1836,  having  then 
a  majority  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  did 
they  come  forward  and  annul  the  contract 
and  the  law  of  the  land?  No:  they  had  too 
much  regard  for.  the  sanctity  of  the  law,  to  place 
unhallowed  hands  on  a  contract  which  had  been 
entered  into  in  pursuance  of  law;  and,  though  they 
had  an  absolute  msjority}they  submitted  as  freemen 
ought,  and  allowed  Gales  and  Seaton  to  continue  as 
Printers  to  the  Senate,  and  during  their  two  years 
to  derive  all  the  profits  arising  .therefrom,  which 
were  enormous.  He  repeated,  they  were  allowed 
to  remain  as  the  Printers  to  the  Senate,  by  a  majority 
opposed  to  them  in  sentiment.  He  had  almost 
said,  how  dare  gentlemen,  in  the  face  of  ibis 
fact,  and  in  the  face  of  the  country,  charge  the 
Democratic  members  now  with  an  abate  of 
power? 

Well,  but  what  were  the  reasons  given?  Here 
was  a  motion  to  dismiss  the  Printers,  and  reasons 
were  given.  One  was  the  infamy  of  the  Printer. 
What !  was  that  Printer  who  was  charged  to  be  an 
officer  of  the  Senate,  and  whom  they  were  asked  to 
dismiss,  on  his  trial?  And  were  the  Senators  his 
judges?  If  so,  who  were  his  accusers?  What 
were  the  charges?  What  was  the  evidence  on 
which  those  charges  were  to  be  supported?  For 
one,  he  (Mr.WALEsa)  challenged  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  to  the  proof.  He  called  for  specifica- 
tions, and  for  proofs,  and  he  appealed  to  them  not 
to  condemn  unheard.  Infamy  of  character  !  He 
denied  it,  and  he  again  called  upen  gentlemen  for 
proofs.  Did  they  not  all  know,  and  had  they  not 
met,  year  after  year,  and  during  this  very  year, 
Senators  and  Representatives  opposed  to  us 
in  politics,  and  one  who  is  now  a  cabinet  minister 
of  General  Harrison,  in  social  converse  with,  and 
partaking  of  the  hospitality  of,  the  man  who  was 
now  charged  with  infamy  of  character?  If  he  were 
infamous,  did  that  cabinet  minister  partake  of  his  in- 
famy— for  he  was  an  individual  who  had  known  this 
Printer,  and  his  private  character  well,  in  Ken- 
tucky during  the  period  of  bis  residence  there, 
and  more  recently  in  Washington.  He  (Mr. 
Walker)  challenged  proof  of  that  character.  If 
be  was  to  be  turned  out,  let  him  be  beard— give 
him  the  privilege  of  an  American  citizen.  JL*t 
him  be  confronted  with  his  accusers,  and  let  proof 
be  adduced.  Not  only  did  the  Senator  who 
made  this  charge  reflect  on  the  cabinet  minis- 
ter who  had  partaken  of  this  Printer's  hospi- 
tality; but,  when  he  charged  this  Printer  with 
infamy,  did  he  intend  to  charge  infamy  upon 
every  Senator  opposed  to  him  [Mr.  Clay]  in  poli- 
tics, who,  ten  days  ago,  voted  for  this  man  as  the 
Printer  of  the  Senate.  Reasons  must  be  given,  and 
this  must  be  the  reason.  Execution  must  be  done. 
The  blood  of  the  first  Democratic  victim  was  that 
day  to  be  sprinkled  on  that  altar;  but,  instead  of  being 
rendered  infamous,  he  would  be  exalted  as  the  first 
martyred  victim,  under  the  proscriptive  principles 
of  the  new  Administration.  But,*  if  he  could 
not  be  removed  on  the  ground  of  infamy  of 
character,  which  he  (Mr.  Walker)  wholly  de- 
nied, on  what  other  ground  was  he  to  be  removed? 
Why,  it  was  plainly  on  political  and  party  grounds. 
If  be  was  to  be  removed  because  be  was 
the  head  of  a  party  press,  and  the  head  of 
another  party  press  was  to  succeed  him,  it  was 
a  direct  attack  on  the  liberty  of  the  press.  This 
man  was  to  be  punished  because  he  bad  advocated 


political  doctrines  opposed  to  those  of  the  majority 
of  this  body,  and  a  system  of  rewards  and  punish- 
ments was  to  be  adopted  to  influence  the  press. 
A  political  editor  was  to  be  punished,  and 
a  political  editor  whose  doctrines  are  conso- 
nant with  those  of  the  present  majority  of 
this  Senate  was  to  be.  rewarded.  It  was  a 
most  daring,  open,  and  flagrant  attack  on  the  liber- 
ty of  the  press.  It  had  but  one  parallel,  and  that 
was  the  celebrated  case  of  William  Duane,  who,  in 
1800,  during  the  last  expiring  days  of  the  dynasty 
of  the  elder  Adams  when  carrying  out  the  sedi- 
tion law,  was  brought  up  on  a  charge  of  libel  on 
that  body.  That  Democratic  editor  had  op- 
posed the  administration  of  John  Adams— he 
had  opposed  the  violence  of  many  of  its 
acts  and  proceedings;  and  for  this  he  was  brought 
up  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  And 
when  he  was  called  up,  the  counsel  that  he  pro- 
posed to  advocate  his  cause — the  then  Mr.  Dallas 
and  Mr.  Cooper— were  refused  to  be  heard, 
and  he  was  directed  to  be  prosecuted  for 
a  libel  on  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Bat  that,  the  first  attack  that  was  made 
on  the  liberty  of  the  press,  in  the  person  of 
William  Duane,  consigned  most  of  its  actors,  if 
not  to  infamy,  at  least  to  expulsion  from  political 
power;  and  he  (Mr.  Walker)  warned  gentlemen 
that  this  act,  that  this  bringing:  down  of  the  politi- 
cal guillotine  on  the  head  of  this  individual— the 
depriving  him,  in  this  summary  manner,  of  his  con- 
tract, without  charge,  without  accuser,  without  spe- 
cification or  accusation,  and  without  being  heard, 
might  be  followed  by  similar  effects.  It 
would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  delude  the  coun- 
try on  this  subject:  there  was  not  a  human  being 
that  would  believe  that  this  was  not  a  political  pro** 
scription — that  this  man  was  not  proscribed  and  de- 
prived of  his  office  or  contract  because  he  was  the  edi- 
tor of  a  free  press,  and  promulgated  doctrines  that 
were  opposed  to  those  of  the  party  in  power.  For  that, 
in  this  summary  manner,  they  were  to  violate  both 
law  and  contract;  and,  in  the  language  of  the  sum- 
mary resolution  of  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina, they  were  to  dismiss  him  from  office.  Well, 
let  it  be  done;  and,  though  the  dismissal  might  be 
summary,  he  (Mr.  Walker)  said  it  might  end 
ia  the  dismissal  of  those  whose  first  act  was  pro- 
scription. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  9,  1841. 

The  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair  and  Rives  as 
Printers  to  the  Senate,  being  taken  op — 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said,  when  he  rose  yester- 
day to  address  the  Senate,  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  discuss,  at  large,  the  merits  of  this  rcsolutien; 
nor  was  it  now  his  purpose  to  do  so.  When,  a  few 
weeks  since,  they  had  before  the  Senate  the  resolu- 
tion to  appoint  these  gentlemen  Printers  to  the  Se- 
nate, he  improved  the  opportunity  to  express  his 
views  on  some  of  the  points,  incidentally,  and  on 
others  more  particularly,  which  were  involved  in 
the  resolution  now  before  the  Senate.  It  was  not  his 
purpose  to  repeat  them;  and  he  would  not  now  say 
one  word  on  the  resolution,  were  it  not  that  he  felt 
desirous  to  reply  to  some  of  the  arguments  that  had 
been  urged  against  it — some  reply  to  what  bad  been 
brought  forward;  and  he  asserted  (with  deference 
to  the  honorable  member  to  whom  he  should  al- 
lude) what  he  considered  some  of  the  most  extra- 
ordinary positions  which  had  been  advanced  in  the 
Senate.  And  although  it  was  stated  by  the  hono- 
rable Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Buchanav] 
who  advanced  them,  that  he  believed  he  could  be 
sustained  by  every  judge  on  the  bench  below  them, 
and  by  every  judge  and  respectable  lawyer  in  the 
Union,  notwithstanding  his  respect  for  his  [Mr. 
B's]  legal  attainments  and  his  abilities,  be  felt  al- 
most constrained  to  say  that  he  did  not  believe, 
that  out  of  the  Senate  these  positions  would  have 
been  advanced  and  attempted  to  be  maintained  by 
any  respectable  professional  lawyer,  or  -that  the 
opinions  could  be  lawfully  maintained.  He  might 
be  wrong.  He  did  not  profess,  and  ought  not  to 
have,  entire  confidence  in  bis  own  views,  but  he 
believed  that  on  an  analysis  of  the  subject,  it 
would  he  found  that  the  charges   against  them 
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ceroid  not  be'  successfully  maintained.    What  were 

i  1st.  That  the:  office  of  Printer  to  this  body  is  in 
no  sense  an  offioe;  that  what  he  does  «  merely 
mechanical ;  that  be  is  employed  under  contract, 
and  hot  »s  an  officer,  and  as  such,  not  subject  to 
removal. 

&  That  if  he  be  an  officer,  it  is  competent  for 
this  body  to  contract  with  him  as  each;  that  they 
had  no  right,  and  it  would  be  a  breach  of  faith 
and  honor  on  the  part  of  this  Senate  to  pass  this 
resolution,  for  the  effect  of  it  would  be  to  break 
their  plighted  faith,  and  disregard  their  plighted 
honor. 

These  were  the  two  positions;  and  it  would  be 
his  design  to  show  that  they  had  no  foundation  in 
principle  or  in  analogy. 

The  Senator  had  stated  what,  he  had  no  doubt, 
was  the  conviction  of  his  own  mind  to  this  Senate, 
and  it  had  gone  forth  to  the  country  that  a  repeal, 
or  rather  that  a  removal  and  dismissal  of  these  men 
implied  in  it  a  breach  of  contract;  and  those  who 
unstained  the  resolution  now  on  the  table  were  to 
be  held  out  to  the  community,  as  those  who,  in 
effect,  were  prepared  to  break  down  the  inviola- 
bility which  ought  to  be  thrown  around,  and  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  country  is  thrown 
around,  aU  legal  constitutional  contracts. 

He  (Mr.  H.)  did  not  belong  to  that  class  of  po- 
liticians who  think  all  is  fair  in  politics;  nor  to 
another  elass,  who  think  that  the  spoils  belong  to 
the  victors;  nor  yet  to  another  class,  who  think  that 
the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  and  the  solemnity  and 
binding  obligation  of  contracts,  is  not  to  be  main- 
tained. No:  his  habits,  his  employment,  his  busi- 
ness in  life,  had  led  him  at  least  to  the  maintenance 
of  what  he  conceived  true  doctrine;  and  that  was, 
that  the  laws,  the  Constitution  and  laws,  are  su- 
preme, and  to  be  maintained;  and  that  lawful  con- 
tracts are  to  be  enforced.  H^hen  this  was  presented, 
(if  ever  such  a  case  should  occur,)  that  a  resolu- 
tion should  be  passed  by  either  branch  of  Congress, 
or  both,  directing  the  performance  of  a  great  pub- 
lic work,  after  a  contract  had  been  made,  they 
would  not  find  him  one  that  would  rise  in  his  place 
and  offer  a  resolution,  that  the  contract  should  be 
rescinded. 

He  should  not  contend  that  it  was  not  binding, 
and  support  a  resolution  which,  if  passed,  would 
destroy  the  obligatory  force  of  the  contract.  No: 
if  this  resolution  implied  in  it  any  thing  of  the  na- 
ture of  a  breach  of  contract— if  its  effect  was,  in 
the  slightest  degree,  to  violate  the  honor  and  faith 
of  the  Senate,  he  would  be  one  of  the  last,  in  this 
body  to  interfere  with  its  due  and  free  execution. 

But  believing,  as  he  did,  that  there  was  in  this 
act  proposed  to  be  done,  no  interference,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  with  any  contract,  expressed  or 
implied — believing  it  was  in  the  power  of  this  Se- 
nate to  pass  this  resolution,  in  the  legal,  constitu- 
tional power;  and  believing,  further,  that  it  .was  re- 
quired, he  should  come  up,  and,  if  there  were  any 
responsibility  in  voting  in  favor  of  it,  he  should 
take  this  responsibility,  and  feel  that  he  was  dis- 
charging what  he  not  only  had  a  right  to  do,  but 
what,  under  the  circumstances,  was  an  imperious 
duty. 

The  resolution  implied  two  things:  one  was — 
that  this  Senate  has  the  right  to  dismiss  its  Prin- 
ters; # 

And  the  other  was— that  it  is  expedient  to  exer- 
cise that  right.  These  were  the  only  two  points 
involved  in  the  resolution. 

In  relation  to  the  first — whether  they  had  the 
right  to  pass  it  (he  did  not  mean  merely  to  vote  on 
it)  but  whether  they  had  the  moral  right  to  pass  this 
resolution— he  proposed,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
the  objections  which  had  been  urged  against  it  by 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (and  he  would  con- 
sider it  in  a  Yery  brief  manner,  for  it  lay  within  the 
compass  of  a  nut-shell,)  to  endeavor  to  answer 
them. 

Suppose  there  had  been  no  joint  resolution.  The 
resolution  to  elect  them  did  not  purport  on  its  face 
to  be  in  consequence  or  pursuance  of  a  joint  reso- 
lution. It  was  nothing  more  or  less  than  this:  "Re- 
vived, That  the  Senate  will  to-morrow  proceed  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Printer*'— not  for  two  years, 
— a  ?  the  joint  resolution  of  1819,  but  "for  next 


Congress."  Suppose  there  had  been  no  joint  reso- 
lution prescribing  the  duties,  the  compensation,  the 
mode  of  appointment,  Ac.  and  they  had  appointed 
the  Printer,  could  they  not  have  removed  him  under 
this  resolution! 

Is  he  an  officer  of  the  body?  If  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  was  right,  they  could  not  have  re- 
moved him,  if  there  had  been  no  joint  resolution; 
because,  he  tells  you,  that  he  is  not  an  <  nicer — that 
it  is  a  contract  made,  and  we  cannot  dissolve  it  by 
our  own  act. 

This  brought  up  the  question,  whether  the  Prin- 
ter was  an  officer  or  not?  The  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania said  he  was  not,  but  that  he  was  no  more 
such  than  many  individuals  who  performed  ser- 
vices for  the  Senate;  and  asks,  "is  the  page 
who  waits  on  us  an  officer?  Is  the  person  that 
makes  our  fire,  prepares  our  stationery,  or  repairs 
the  clock,  an  office! ?"  And  then  asks  whether  they 
are  not  as  much  officers  as  the  Printers  to  this  body? 
They  were  required  to  do  certain  specific  act?,  and 
so  is  a  printer.  How,  then,  do  you  distinguish  be- 
tween the  two?  Did  not  the  intelligent  and  honora- 
ble Senator  perceive  the  difference;  the  difference  be- 
tween the  page  that  waits  on  us  here,  not  appointed 
by  the  Senate,  and  the  Printer  appointed  by  the 
body?  If  the  Printer  was  not  an  officer,  he  (Mr. 
H.)  wanted  to  know  what  was  an  officer?  Is  our 
Secretary  an  officer?  He  took  it  for  granted  that 
this  would  be  agreed  to  by  all.  Why  was  he  an 
officer?  Was  it  not  because  he  has  certain  duties 
to  perform,  and  because  ne  is  appointed  by  the 
body  to  perform  these  duties?  Was  not  that  the 
reason?  But  the  page,  and  the  man  that  repaired 
their  clock,  was  not  appointed  by  the  body;  the 
Secretary  employs  him,  and  appoints  him,  but 
not  the  body  itself;  he  was  not,  therefore,  an  officer 
of  the  body.  If  a  Printer  was  not  an  officer,  they 
had  not  an  officer,  except  the  Vice  President,  whom 
the  Constitution  declares  an  officer;  and  whom 
you  cannot  remove,  except  for  misdemeanor,  for 
there  was  not  the  slightest  difference,  excepting  the 
duties  to  be  performed,  between  the  Printer  and 
Secretary.  What  does  the  Secretary  perfoim? 
How  was  he  appointed?  By  the  body — to  perform 
certain  duties  necessary  to  the  well  being  and  honor 
5  of  the  body.  What  is  your  Printer?  Does  he  not 
your  printing,  instead  of  writing  it  out?  Do  you 
not  require  of  him  the  performance  of  certain  acts? 
What  difference  is  there  between  the  two,  except- 
ing that,  in  the  one  case,  your  Secretary  does  cer- 
tain specified  duties,  and  has  an  annual  salary;  the 
Printer  does  some  others,  and  has  a  different 
compensation?  But  in  both  cases  it  was  a  public 
office— a  public  appointment,  made  by  the  body 
under  the  Constitution,  under  which  they  were 
assembled. 

Was  there  any  mistake  in  this?  Was  he  mis- 
taken as  to  the  conclusion  they  must  come  to,  inde- 
pendent of  the  joint  resolution?  And  could  any  one 
doubt  that  when  under  the  joint  resolution  they  de- 
clared they  would  appoint  an  officer,  whether  they 
did  appoint  an  officer?  They  appointed  one  yester- 
day, ime  Sergeant -at- Arms.)  Was  he  an  officer? 
Could  they  not  remove  him  to  day,  just  as  they 
could  the  Secretary — just  what  the  President  does 
every  day  he  pleases — remove  an  officer  that  he 
appoints?  Did  the  fact  that  his  duties  are  mechani- 
cal make  the  slightest  difference  in  the  case?  It 
seemed  to  him  perfectly  manifest,  that,  independent 
of  the  appointment  of  Printer  under  the  joint  reso- 
lution, there  could  not  be  the  slightest  doubt  that 
such  a  person,  appointed  to  perform  such  duties  by 
this  body,  was  an  officer.  If  be  was,  (and  nothing 
else  was  the  case,)  no  principle  of  parliamentary 
law  was  better  settled  than  that  an  officer  holds  his 
office  at  the  will  of  the  body  appointing  him.  He 
should  not  go  into  an  illustration  ef  this  point,  for 
he  was  sure  "hat  he  should  have  the  assent  of  all 
Senators  to  this— that,  as  a  general  rule,  the  Clerk, 
the  Secretary,  and  officers  of  Parliament,  hold  their 
office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  appointing  power. 

Another  reason  why  he  might  be  removed.  It  was 
not  only  incident  to  the  nature  of  the  office  that  he 
might  be  removed,  but  indispensable,  as  the  case  may 
be,  to  the  due  observance  of  the  rights  of  the  Se- 
nate. If  their  Secretary  should  think  proper  to  di- 
vulge confidential  communications  made  to  this 
body,  could  they  not  remove  him?    Could  they  not 


pass  a  resolution  dismissing  him;  and  appoint  ano- 
ther? Suppose  he  insulted  them  in  open  Senates- 
were  they  obliged  to  keep  him  in  office  as  Secretary? 
Were  they  obliged  to  go  through  the  formality  of 
proceedings  to  remove  him,  or  could  they  not  get 
rid  of  him  at  once?  How  was  it  with  the  Printer? 
Suppose  he  should  abuse  their  confidence,  and, 
when  a  confidential  communication  was  given  to 
him,  should  publish  it  in  his  newspaper— was  it 
not  indispensable,  as  the  case  might  be,  to  the  pre- 
servation of  the  rights  of  the  Senate,  that  this  per- 
son should  be  dismissed?  It  was  inherent  in  ne 
very  constitution  of  the  body:  unless  they  had  the 
power  to  remove  a  person  whom  they  appointed  as 
a  servant,  there  was  an  end  to  the  body— at  any 
rate,  to  the  preservation  of  its  honor  and  dignity. 

He  would  not  enlarge  further  on  this,  but  would 
assume,  if  there  were  no  joint  resolution  on  tail 
subject,  the  case  would  be  clear,  and  then  they 
could  pass  this  resolution  without  the  slightest  in- 
fringement of  obligation. 

This  brought  him  to  the  more  important  point,  to 
the  able  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, in  which  he  had  said  every  thing  that  could  be 
said,  with  that  skill  and  ingenuity  that  always  cha- 
racterized him  in  debate.  What  was  the  resolu- 
tion? IJe  would  not  now  go  into  the  difference  be- 
tween the  resolution  of  1819  and  *29.  That  of 
1819,  if  any  lawyer  would  examine,  he  would  see 
that  it  expended  its  force  at  the  first  appointment. 
He  agreed  that  of  1829  provided  that  there  should 
be  an  appointment  within  the  last  thirty  days  of  the 
session;  but  it  did  not  say  how  long  be  must  hold 
it;  that  of  1819  did— "for  two  years."  Did  it  maim 
the  slightest  difference  in  point  of  principle  whether 
this  officer  was  appointed  under  the  joint  resolu- 
tion or  without  it?  It  was  not  the  creation  of  an 
office;  the  Constitution  had  prescribed  in  relation  to 
this.  The  Constitution  said  they  should  appoint 
him;  and  though  the  joint  resolution  was  merely 
carrying  out  this  principle,  it  did  not  make  an  of- 
fice—this was  what  he  supposed  to  be  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  as  to 
its  nature.  Was  there  any  thing  in  the  resolution 
which  made  him  less  an  officer  than  if  he  was  ap- 
pointed without  it?  So  far  from  it,  the  resolution, 
even  of  1819,  did  nothing  more  nor  less  than  this — 
tt'pointedout  in  words,  specifically,  certain  duties  to 
be  performed  by  the  Printers;  it  directed  the  mods 
in  which  it  was  to  be  performed — the  compensa- 
tion; and  then  specified  the  time  when  to  be  ap- 
pointed; that  was  all.  He  asked  the  attention  of 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  to  this  view  of  die 
joint  resolution.  He  (Mr.  B.)  considered  it  as  cre- 
ating a  contract  between  the  two  parties.  There 
was  ne  contract  in  this  resolution — nothing  in  the 
form  and  nature  of  a  contract — nothing  more  nor 
leas  than  a  declaration  that  they  had  certain  duties 
to  perform,  how  they  should  be  paid  for,  and  then 
at  what  time  the  officer  to  perform  them  shall  be 
appointed.  But  did  this  make  him  less  an  offices'? 
Was  there  any  thing  of  the  nature  of  a  contract 
connected  with  it?  If  any  one  (which  he  denied) 
admitted  that  a  contract  grew  out  of  the  office,  it 
was  one  which,  if  the  office  becomes  vacant,  or 
the  officer  be  removed,  was  annulled  and  the  of- 
ficial bonds  w  ith  it,  which  are  nothing  more  mar 
less  than  a  bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
duties  while  in  office. 

He  would  illustrate  his  view  of  the  joint  i 
tion  by  a  case  which  was  so  perfectly  analo_ 
that  the  human  mind  could  not  distinguish  beta 
them.  They  had  what  was  called  a  sub-oeasi 
and  then  his  duties  are  pointed  out,  and  the  mode  auad 
time  when  to  be  appointed — that  was  «»pi«m^  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  If  he  bant 
not  been  appointed  by  the  resolution,  he  mast  hare 
been  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  because  the  duties  were  pointed  oat,  the 
compensation  pointed  out,  and  because  he  gives 
bond  and  security,  could  not  the  President^ 
him?  Was  there  any  doubt  about  this? 
surer  of  the  United  States  has  certain  duties  to>  j 
form.  Who  appoints  him?  The  Constitution  j 
the  President,  unless  Congress  provide  i 

manner.    Is  the  Treasurer  an  officer?        

Can  be  be  removed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Presnleaiti 
Why,  has  he  not  entered  into  a  bond  to  cHaefe 
the  duties  faithfully?    And  if  this  Treasurer  is  i 
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an  officer,  luring  specific  duties  to  perform,  and  as  ll 
sue*  could  be  discharged,  notwithstanding  he  had 
beea  appointed,  could  not  the  Printer,  who  is  ap- 
pointed an  officer  under  the  joint  resolution,  point* 
ing  oat  his  duties,  be  removed?  Let  as  take  the 
ease  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate.  Suppose,  in- 
stead of  there  being  any  law  on  the  subject,  he  was 
appointed  by  joint  resolution,  or  otherwise — that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  should  perform  certain 
duties,  pointing  them  out — be  would  suppose  there 
was  a  similar  joint  resolntien,  only  substituting  the 
"Secretary"  for  the  "Printer"— that  hereafter  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House 
shall  be  confined  to  these  duties,  to  wit:  (he 
then  specified  the  duties;)  and  that  he  shall 
receive  his  compensation,  |3,000  per  year, 
during  the  next  Congress,  and  then  that 
it  proceed,  just  as  this  has  done,  "that  on  the 
first  Thursday  of  the  first  session  of  each  Congress 
they  shall  be  appointed."  Suppose  that  it  was  in 
the  form  of  a  joint  resolution,  could  they  not  re- 
move their  Secretary  if  they  pleased?  Suppose 
we  had  required  bonds  of  him:  cannot  we  remove 
him  because  his  duties  are  pointed  out?  He 
thought  there  was  no  doubt  on  this  subject.  Could 
they  not  do  the  same  with  the  Printer?  He  might 
go  an  and  multiply  these  remarks  almost  indefi- 
nitely. As  to  the  nature  of  this  tesolotien,  he  would 
not  now  go  on  into  the  discussion  of  it  at  length. 
He  should  not  inquire  whether  it  was  one  that  could 
not  be  repealed  by  either  body,  without  the  consent 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  but  be  wish- 
ed fo  proceed  on  the  principle  that  it  was  a  law— a 
joint  resolution;  and  then  siid  that  there' was  no- 
thing more  in  the  joint  resolution  than  a  declara- 
tion of  the  duties  to  be  performed,  and  the  compen- 
sation to  be  paid;  and  this  was  the  case  with  any 
officer. 

One  word  more.  They  had  now,  in  the  case  of 
their  Secretary,  without  the  joint  resolution,  the  du- 
ties marked  out  for  him,  implied  by  law.  Did 
there  not  attach  to  every  officer  of  the  Senate  cer- 
tain duties  that  he  most  do?  That  he  must  be 
prompt  in  his  attendance  here—that  he  treat  this 
body  with  all  due  respect  anddecorum?  Was  not 
this  implied  in  the  very  nature  of  bis  office? 

Did  the  joint  resolution  add  any  thing  to  the  na- 
ture of  bis  obligations?  Was  he  less  an  officer? 
less  subject  to  removal?  If  he  did  not  very  much 
mistake  the  nature  of  the  joint  resolution — for  be 
could  not  think  that  any  gentleman  who  voted  for 
it  supposed  that  there  was  any  thing  more  in  it  than 
the  declaration  of  what  specific  duties  should  be 
performed — that  was  all  that  the  joint  resolution 
proposed.  He  was  an  officer  just  as  much;  so 
that  the  joint  resolution  and  the  whole  subject  was 
brought  within  the  compass  of  a  single  inquiry, 
and  that  was — independent  of  this  joint  resolution, 
(if  they  had  merely  passed  a  vote  declaring  that 
'they  would  appoint  a  Printer  for  the  next  Con- 
grew,)  could  they  not  remove  him?  And  if 
they  could  not,  he  begged  leave  to  know  if  there 
was  any  officer  whom,  if  they  chose,  they  had  not 
the  power  to  remove? 

He  would  endeavor,  as  well  as  he  could,  to 
compress  his  remarks  within  a  short  compass. 
The  general  view  that  he  had  in  relation  to  this  mat- 
ter, considered  this  Printer  as  an  officer  under  the 
Constitution-,  such  an  officer  as,  by  acknowledged 
parliamentary  law,  is  removable.  The  joint  resolu- 
tion did  not  make  the  slightest  difference  in  the 
nature  of  the  office;  and  in  this  point  of  view,  he 
waa  prepared  to  say  that  the  Senate  has  the  power 
of  exercising  what  was  called  their  right, 
of  removing  or  dismissing  these  Printers  from 
office. 

On  the  question, whether  they  should  exercise  it  or 
not,  he  wished  merely  to  say,  that,  the  manner  and 
the  circumstances  under  which  this  appointment 
waa  made,  not  only  justified,  but  demanded  of  them, 
that  they  should  exercise  this  power;  and  that  was 
the  principle  on  which  they  were  prepared  to  place 
it, independent  of  other  considerations.  He  held  it 
to  he  expedient*  to  make  this  removal. 

Se  knew  much  was  said  yesterday  about  "pro- 
aevjption,"  and  we  were  told  that  the  first  blood  of 
the  first  martyr  was  to  be  shed  on  your  table. 
There  waa  something  rather  ludicrous  in  this  idea, 


of  these  gentlemen  being  martyrs  under  the  circum- 
stances under  which  they  were  appointed. 

He  wished  to  correct  what  he  thought  an  error. 
The  Senator  from  Mississippi  had  said,  when  the 
appointment  of  a  Printer  was  made  by  the  Senate 
in  1834  and  '35,  it  was  an  appointment  by  one  po- 
litical body,  when  another,  at  the  next  session, 
would  be  of  a  different  character.  He  did  not  so 
understand  it.  There  never  had  been  an  instance 
until  the  present,  of  one  political  party  in  either 
branch  of  Congress  appointing  Printers  for  the 
body  to  succeed  them,  when  it  was  known  that  at 
the  next  session  there  would  be  a  change  in  the  ma- 
jority  of  the  body;  he  believed  not  a  single  one. 
He  agreed  with  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  that 
at  that  session  those  who  were  in  the  minority  at 
the  commencement,  unexpectedly  became  a  ma- 
jority, and  the  Printer  was  not  removed.  Look  at 
your  journal;  do  you  not  find  that  the  same  body 
that  appointed  the  Printer  in  the  session  of  1834- 
'35,  appointed  the  committees  at  the  next  session. 
They  all  knew  what  was  the  occasion,  in  some  re- 
spects, of  the  change  that  took  place.  A  number 
of  the  members  were  removed  by  death.  He  could 
tell  of  one;  and  when  he  thought  of  his  name,  he 
was  filled  with  esteem  and  respect— he  meant  his 
predecessor,  the  late  Mr.  Smith,  who  came  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  and,  before  its  close, 
the  Supreme  Being,  in  his  inscrutable  Providence, 
removed  him  by  death.  He  did  not  speak  of  others 
who  were  thus  taken  out  of  the  Senate.  Thus  a 
change  was  effected  in  the  body. 

He  repeated,  so  far  as  he  knew,  there  never  had 
been  an  officer  appointed  by  this  body,  by  a  politi- 
cal party  going  out  of  power,  when  it  was  known 
that  the  succeeding  would  be  of  a  different  charac- 
ter. This  was  the  very  first  time,  in  the  history  of 
this  Government,  in  which  an  attempt  was  made, 
by  a  defeated  party  just  going  out  of  offiee,  to  elect 
a  Printer,  known  to  be,  or  supposed  to  be,  unac- 
ceptable to  the  party  coming  into  power.  It  was 
known  at  the  time,  said  at  the  time;  and  the  Sena- 
tor from  Arkansas,  whose  frankness  on  all  occa- 
sions was  worthy  of  regard,  did  not  hesitate  to 
avow  the  priaciple  on  which  they  acted.  Now, 
was  there  any  obligation  resting  on  them,  either  to- 
wards Senators  or  towards  the  individuals,  that 
they  should  retain  them  in  office?  If  there  was 
any  principle  of  propriety  that  should  induce  them 
to  continue  in  office  these  Printers,  personally  re- 
pulsive to  th«m — if  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  done, 
he  would  not  then  vote  for  this  revolution.  But  he 
could  perceive  none.  He  would  dismiss  the  whole 
subject,  therefore,  with  the  remark,  that  on  the  re- 
quisite examination  of  it  in  every  point  ef  view, 
he  had  arrived  in  his  own  mind  to  the  result,  that 
this  body  bad  the  power  to  pass  the  resolution;  and, 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  they  were  called 
to  act  on  it,  not  only  was  it  their  right,  but  their 
duty. 

Mr.  KING  suggested  the  following  modiflcation 
of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
which  Mr.  Benton  accepted: 

"Retailed,  That  Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives,  having 
been  duly  elected  Printers  to  the  Senate  during  the 
late  session  of  Congress,  under  the  joint  resolution 
of  the  two  Houses  providing  for  the  election  of 
Printers  to  Congress,  it  is  not  competent  for  the  Se- 
nate to  annul  that  election,  and  thereby  divest  the 
rights  which  Blair  and  Rives  may  have  acquired  by 
that  election,  they  having  entered  into  contract  to 
execute  the  printing,  and  given  bond,  which  has 
been  approved,  as  directed  by  law." 

Mr.  HENDERSON  said,  by  the  amendment 
it  would  seem  that  there  was  a  contract  resulting 
from  a  law,  and  the  objection  to  the  removal  of 
the  Priner  was  predicated  on  that.  Now,  he  pro- 
posed to  show  that  there  was  no  contract  resulting 
from  a  law — in  other  words,  he  denied  that  there 
was  a  law  at  all.  The  resolution  of  1819  be  as- 
sumed to  be  void.  It  purported  to  be  a  joint  reso- 
lution prescribing  the  form  and  manner  in  which 
each  House  shall  elect  its  own  Printer,  and  pay 
him.  Now,  if  this  were  necessary,  it  was  a  law. 
If  it  were  necessary  that  they  should  have  the 
concurrence  of  the  other  House,  and  the  sanction 
of  the  President  it  was  a  law;  but  if  it  were  not 
necessaty,  if  they  had  authority  by  which  they 
could  make  this  appointment—this  resolution  could 


add  nothing  to  their  original  powers*  The  Con- 
stitution says,  **every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  may  be  necessary,  (except 
on  a  question  of  adjournment,)  shall  be  pre- 
senled  to  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and 
before  the  same  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  approved 
by  him,  or,  being  disapproved  by  him,  shall  be  re- 
passed by  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  according  to  the  rules  and  limita- 
tions prescribed  jn  the  case  of  a  bill."  Now,  the 
inquiry  was,  was  this  resolution  such  as,  in  the 
langoagejof  the  Constitution,  was  necessary  to  be 
presented  to  the  President?  If  it  was,  gentlemen 
were  right  respecting  the  resolution  which  they  as- 
sumed to  be  a  law.  He  denied  that  this,  in  the 
language  of  the  Constitution,  was  an  "order"  or 
"resolution"  that  was  to  be  presented  to  the  Presi- 
dent, or  to  which  the  signature  of  the  President 
was  requisite. 

Without  going  into  an  argument  on  that  point, 
after  it  had  been  so  ably  argued,  he  would  assume 
that  it  was  beyond  contradiction.  He  took  it  for 
granted  no  man  would  contend,  that,  to  empower 
the  Senate  to  elect  its  Printer,  it  was  necessary  to 
confet  with  the  House  of  Representatives  or  with 
the  President,  or  that  the  Senate  should  have  their 
concurrence.  And  how  stood  the  resolution  in  its 
operation.  Had  the  House  regarded  it  as  law?  It 
was  well  known  that  the  House  had  for  years  dig- 
regarded  it;  it  had  not  been  deemed  obligatory  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  Printers  had 
come  in  on  different  terms,  and  under  different 
contracts.  This  being  the  case,  it  was  shown  to 
be  no  rule  of  action  for  the  Senate,  as  it  had  not 
been  for  the  House. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  said  he  should  not 
have  trespassed  on  the  time  of  the  Senate  for  a  mo- 
ment, if  it  were  not  (hat  be  had  heard  decla- 
rations made  which  he  fell  bound  briefly  to 
notice;  ancl  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  ex- 
press his  opinion  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  contract 
claimed  to  be  such  on  his  side  of  the  House,  and  so 
regarded  by  himself.  There  appeared  to  be  a  neces- 
sity— and  that  seemed  to  be  conceded  on  the  part 
of  their  opponents — to  enable  the  Senate  to  dismiss 
these  Printers,  to  make  them  officers  of  the  Senate. 
All  seemed  to  proceed  on  that  ground;  and  without 
that,  there  seemed  to  be  no  claim  on  their  part  to 
dismiss  the  Printers,  and  to  declare  their  con- 
tract void.  Now,  there  had  been  a  joint  resolution 
giving  the  appointment  of  the  Printer  to  the  sepa- 
rate bodies,  under  which,  for  something  like  twen- 
ty years,  the  two  Houses  bad  appointed  their 
Printers.  But  it  was  claimed  by  the  opposite  side 
that  this  had  fallen  into  disuse,  and  that,  therefore, 
it  was  not  binding.  He  could  hardly  see  how  it 
could  be  regarded  as  not  binding,  after  twenty  yearn* 
observance  of  it.  But  it  bad  been  said  that  Blair 
and  Rives  were  admitted  on  this  floor  as  officers. 
Could  it  be  pretended  that  they  were  under  the  con- 
trol of  this  body  as  servants?  No:  but  on  the  contra- 
ry, their  contract  pointed  out  what  they  should  do. 
But  he  understood  there  had  been  a  proposition  to 
employ  a  Printer  in  a  different  way — that  the  Se- 
cretary should  employ  the  Printer.  Now,  if  the 
Printer  were  an  officer,  he  asked  whether  an  officer 
coold  be  thus  constituted  by  proxy?  T#  his  mind 
it  was  clear  it  could  not  be  done;  and  to  him  it  was 
equally  clear  that  the  Printers  were  not  officers. 
He  would  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  for 
a  few  moments  on  another  point.  The  dismissal, 
of  fijr.  Blair  was  advocated  on  the  other  side,  on 
the  ground  that  he  was  an  infamous  man. 
If  this  were  so,  was  it  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
Democratic  Senators,  who  gave  him  their  sup- 
port, '  knew  that  as  well  as  the  gentleman 
who  made  the  declaration?  Could  it  be  supposed 
he  could  have  acquired  that  character  without 
every  man  there  knowing  ii?  And  if  be  (Mr. 
Smith)  would  give  his  support  to  an  "infamous" 
man,  to  a  cheat,  a  robber,  or  a  debauchee,  must  be 
not  be  as  "infamous"  as  the  man  he  supported? 
But,  before  he  was  charged  with  that  infamy,  the 
man  who  made  the  charge  ought  to  know  that 
there  was  truth  in  the  accusation.  If,  then,  it  waa 
meant  to  reflect  infamy  on  the  Democratic  Senators, 
he  undertook  to  say  that  it  was  a  false,  and  a  vije 
imputation.    But  he  would  ask 'where  be  was  to 
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look  for  proof  that  their  Printer  was  regarded  as 
"infamous?"  Was  ha  to  look  at  those  entertain- 
ments which  bad  been  alluded  to?  Who  were  the 
men  that  were  found  there,  and  in  intimate  social 
communion  with  the  man  now  denounced  as  "infa- 
mous?" He  believed  this  man  (Mr.  Blair) 
ktood  as  pare  and  virtuous  as  any  man  in  the  com- 
munity, and  he  should  not  have  had  his  (Mr. 
Smith's)  vote  if  it  had  been  otherwise.  There  be- 
ing no  objection,  then,  to  his  moral  character,  and 
the  contract  being  legal  and  constitutional,  he  cau- 
tioned the  Senate  how  it  proceeded  to  annul  the 
contract,  and  to  declare  it  invalid. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  and  it  was  negatived 
— ayes  25,  noes  18,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Culhbert,  Fulton,  Bang, 
Linn,  MacRoberts,  Nicholson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Walker,  Williams,  Wood- 
bury and  Wright— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Ber- 
rien, Cboate,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Ker,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Moorehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Rives,  Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Tallmadge,  White,  and  Woodbridge— 25. 

The  question  then  again  recurred  on  the  original 
resolution,  on  which  the  ayes  and  noes  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said:  I  rise,  Mr.  President,  as 
the  question  is  about  to  be  put,  to  state  the  grounds 
on  which  I  propose  to  place  my  vote.  There  are 
some  questions  too  clear  to  be  supported  or  opposed 
by  argument,  and  this  appears  to  me  to  be  one  of 
that  description.  All  that  can  be  done  in  such 
cases,  is  to  give  a  distinct  statement  of  the  points 
involved,  and  leave  them  to  force  their  way  by  their 
own  intrinsic  evidence.  It  is  that  which  I  propose 
to  do  in  the  present  instance. 

The  first  point  involved  in  considering  this  ques- 
tion is,  has  the  Senate  a  right  to  employ  persons 
to  do  its  printing?  No  one  can  doubt  that  It 
is  admitted1  on  all  sides. 

The  next  is,  can  it  enter  into  a  contract  with  such 
persons  for  the  purpose?  How  ran  that  be  doubt* 
edt  How  else  could  they  be  employed,  but  by 
contract,  expressed  or  implied?  It  is  the  only 
mode  in  which  it  has  ever  been  done  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Government.  At  first,  the  mode  was 
by  letting  it  out  to  the  highest  bidder;  but  that  was 
found  to  be  objectionable.  Persons  not  competent, 
and  without  adequate  means,  were  in  the  habit 
of  bidding  for  the  contract  on  speculation,  and  after- 
wards either  execute  it  improperly,  or  fail  to  exe- 
cute at  all.  A  change,  in  consequence,  became  neces- 
sary in  the  mode  of  selecting  Printers,  which  twenty 
years  ago  terminated  in  the  present;  to  fix  the  rate 
of  compensation,  and  leave  it  to  each  House  to  se- 
lect their  Printers  by  the  vote  of  a  majority.  Such 
has  been  the  invariable  practice  ever  since.  It  is, 
in  fact,  as  far  as  the  present  question  is  involved, 
the  same  in  principle  with  the  original  mode.  The 
only  difference  is,  that,  in  the  present,  the  rate  is 
fixed,  and  the  persons  selected  or  desgnafed  by 
each  House  by  a  vote  c  f  the  majority;  and  in  the 
original,  the  lowest  bid  determined  both  the  rate 
and  the  persons.  The  execution,  in  each  case,  was 
under  contract.  - 

The  next  point  is,  has  the  Senate  made  its  selec- 
tion to  do  its  printing  for  the  time  specified;  and 
have  the  persons  so  selected  entered  into  a  contract 
to  perform  ir?  There,  sir,  on  the  table  of  the  Se- 
cretary, lies  the  bond  of  Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives, 
duly  executed — signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  with 
adequate  security,  and  a  heavy  penal  sum  for  the 
faithful  executon  of  the  printing;  they  having 
been  previously  selected,  in  due  form,  under  the 
order  of  the  Senate.  Every  thing  has  been  done 
orderly,  and  according  to  the  invariable  practice 
which  has  prevailed  for  the  last  twenty  years,  with- 
out being  disturbed,  or  questioned,  under  all  the 
party  changes  which  have  occurred  during  that 
long  period,  until  the  present  time. 

It  is  this  contract,  thus  made,  that  this  resolution 
proposes  to  rescind,  not  directly,  but  indirectly,  by 
dismissing  Blair  and  Rives  as  Printers  to  the  Se- 
nate, but  which  would  be,  in  effect,  to  set  aside  and 
annul  their  contract;  and  what  would  that  be  but  a 


plain  and  palpable  violation  of  contract— a  naked 
act  of  power  and  bad  faith  on  our  part? 

Such  is  the  inevitable  consequence,  from  a  sim- 
ple statement  of  the  points  involved  in  the  ques- 
tion. There  can  be  no  escape,  but  by  denying  that 
the  instrument  which  they  have  signed,  and  by 
which  they  have  bound  themselves  to  execute  the 
printing  of  the  body,  is  a  contract;  and  to  this  ex- 
tremity have  gentlemen  been  driven,  against  the 
plain  facts  of  the  case.  For  this  purpose,  they  dis- 
tinguish between  employment  and  office,  and  insist 
that  they  are  not  simply  persons  employed  to  do 
the  printing  of  the  Senate,  but  that  they  are  officers 
of  the  body,  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  which  authorizes  each  House  to  ap- 
point its  own  officers;  and  that,  a*  such,  they  are  as 
liable  to  be  dismissed  as  our  Secretary  or  Door- 
keeper. I  do  not  deny  that  all  public  employments 
may  be  regarded  as  offices,  taking  the  term  in  its  broad 
sense,  and  offices  as  employments;  but  the  distinc- 
tion between  them,  as  far  as  the  question  of  contract, 
or  the  right  of  dismissing  at  pleasure,  is  concerned, 
is  as  broad  and  plain  as  the  Pennsylvania  avenue. 
When  the  business  to  be  done  is  to  be  performed 
by  the  person  employed,  it  may  be  either  one  er 
the  other,  according  to  circumstances.  If  the  capi- 
tal and  materials  belong  to  the  person  employ- 
ed, if  he  hires  the  workmen,  if  he  runs  the  risk  of 
loss  and  gain,  he  is  simply  an  employee,  and  not 
au  officer;  and  the  engagement  between  him  and 
the  public  a  contract,  and  not  simply  a  bond 
far  the  faithful  execution  of  official  duties,  as  this 
has  been  represented  to  be.  The  reason  of  the  dif- 
ference is  obvious.  A  reciprocal  obligation  in  all 
such  cases,  either  expressed  or  implied,  between 
the  employer  and  the  employee,  always  exists,  un- 
less there  is  an  express  stipulation  to  the  contrary; 
and  it  it  on  such  understanding  of  mutual  obliga- 
tion that  the  business  of  the  community  is  almost 
entirely  conducted.  * 

Such  is  the  faet  in  this  case.  Blair  and  Rives 
engaged  to  do  the  printing  of  the  Senate  at  their, 
not  our,  expense.  For  this  purpose  a  large  capital 
must  necessarily  be  invested  in  building,  printing 
apparatus,  and  materials,  accompanied  by  a  heavy 
outlay  in  the  hire  of  bands  and  incidental  expenses. 
Theirs  is  the  hazard.  If  the  building  or  materials 
should  be  burnt  or  destroyed;  if  prices  should  rise, 
so  as  to  make  it  a  losing  concern;  the  loss  is  theirs, 
not  ours.  And  hit  to  be  supposed  that  all  this 
hazard  would  be  incurred  without  the  plighted  faith, 
on  our  part,  that  they  should  continue  to  do  our  print- 
ing, for  the  time  stipulated,  provided  they  should 
faithfully  perform  their  engagements?  The  con- 
trary supposition  would  be  absurd.  I  put  it  to  the 
Senators  on  the  opposite  side,  if,  instead  of  having 
the  buildings  and  .  printing  apparatus,  they  had 
erected  the  one  and  purchased  the  other*  under  the 
bond  which  they  have  given  to  execute  the  print- 
ing, would  you  not  regard  the  dismissal  an  act  of 
gross  injustice — a  violation  of  a  fair  understanding 
between  you  and  them,  which  justified  the  incur- 
ring of  such  heavy  expense  on  their  part,  as  ne- 
cessary to  the  execution  of  the  work?  And  can  it 
make  their  bond  more  or  less  a  contract,  because 
they  happen  to  have  them  already  in  their  posses- 
sion? If  you  reverse  it,  and  suppose  the  building, 
the  printing  apparatus,  and  the  expense  and  risk, 
to  be  the  public's,  and  not  theirs,  and  that  they  had 
been  elected  to  take  the  general  superintendence  of 
a  public  establishment,  instead  of  their  own,  then, 
indeed,  they  would  be  officers  in  the  sense  you  con- 
tended for,  and  liable  to  be  dismissed,  like  other 
officers,  and  not  mere  employees  to  do  the  printing 
of  the  Senate,  as  they  clearly  are.  Such  and  so 
wide  is  the  difference  between  officers,  in  the  proper 
sense,  and  mere  employees,  as  far  as  the  question 
of  rescinding  thi3  contract  is  involved. 

But  it  has  been  said  that  it  has  been  decided  that 
they  are  entitled  to  be  admitted  into  this  chamber 
on  the  ground  that  they  are  officers  of  the  body. 
But  is  there  not  obviously  a  marked  distinction  be- 
tween that  and  the  principle  on  which  the  question 
of  contract  stands?  In  deciding  by  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent the  case  of  the  right  of  admission,  it  was  not 
necessary  to  distinguish  between  an  officer  and  that 
of  an  employee,  the  performance  of  whose  duty 
made  his  presence  necessary  here,  as  much  so  as 
if  he  superintended  a  public  printing  establishment 


as  a  salaried  offieer,  and  not  a  private  one,  at  their 
own  risk  and  expense,  and  even  more  so  in  some 
respects. 

It  is  also  said  that  their  bend  is  no  more  a  con. 
tract  than  that  given  by  the  collector  of  the  customs. 
or  any  other  officer,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
duty,  and  which  it  is  admitted  does  not  permit  his 
dismissal.  What  has  already  been  said  is  suffi- 
cient to  distinguish  between  the  two  cases.  Bat 
suppose  the  case  to  be  reversed,  and  that  the 
collector,  say  of  the  port  of  New  York, 
instead  of  being  a  mere  superintendent,  to 
collect  the  revenues  of  that  port,  at  the 
expense  of  the  public,  as  is  the  case,  had  made 
an  arrangement  with  the  Government  to  collect  it 
at  his  own  expense  and  risk,  for  a  fixed  period,  at  a 
given  rate  per  centum,  could  he,  in  that  case,  be 
dismissed,  so  long  as  he  faithfully  performed  ail 
engagement,  without  violation  of  contract?  If 
farther  illustration  of  the  difference  of  the  two 
cases  be  necessary,  the  Post  Office  Department  will 
furnish  it.  The  two  classes,  officers  and  employ- 
ees, are  both  to  be  found  in  that  branch  of  service. 
The  deputy  postmasters  are  of  the  former  descrip- 
tion, and  can  be  dismissed  the  service  without  vio- 
lation of  contract;  but  very  different  is  the  case 
with  the  persons  employed  to  carry  the  mail.  They 
do  it  at  their  own  expense,  and  are  acknowledged 
to  be  contractors;  and  can,  as  such,  only  be  dis- 
missed, as  is  acknowledged,  in  consequence  of  a 
positive  stipulation  in  their  contract  to  that  effect. 

But  other  grounds  are  assumed  in  attempting  to 
justify  this  lawless  act  of  power,  as  I  must  regard 
it.  We  are  told  that  the  other  House  have  changed 
the  practice  under  the  joint  resolution  of  1819  and 
1829.  I  reply,  that  each  House  has  a  right  to  inter- 
pret for  itself;  and  it  is  not  for  us  to  say, whether  they 
adopted  the  true  interpretation  or  not.    One  thing, 
however,  is  certain,  that-  they  have  never  yet  dis- 
missed their  Printer,  or  attempted  to  do  so,  even 
under  circumstances  any  way  similar  to  the  pre- 
sent.   But,  suppose  they  had,  would  that  justify 
us  in  departing    from   our    uniform  custom  of 
twenty  years'  standing,  and  which,  no  one  can 
doubt,  is  in  conformity  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
those  resolutions?    Bat,  sir,  I  lay  both  resolutions 
out  of  the  question  in  the  view  I  have  taken.  I 
do  not  inquire  whether  they  are  constitutional  or 
not,  or  whether  we  have,  or  have  not,  conformed 
to  them.    It  is.  unnecessary  as  far  as  the  present 
question  is  concerned,     It  is  sufficient  that  we 
have  a  right  to  employ  contractors  to  do  our  print- 
ing; that  Blair  and  Rives  have  been  so  employed, 
and  that  they  have  entered  into  a  written  contract, 
with  all  due  solemnities,  to  perform  their  duty.   If 
the  original  resolutions  be  unconstitutional,  or  if 
there  be  in  what  we  have  done  any  want  of  con- 
formity to  them,  it  is  we,  and  not  they,  who  are 
responsible.    So  say  justice  and  common  honesty, 
as  well  as  self-respect. 

But,  sir,  I  have  stated  the  case  far  stronger 
than  is  necessary  for  the  side  I  support.  I 
might  waive  our  undoubted  right  to  em- 
ploy persons  to  do  our  printing  by  contract;  I 
might  admit  it  to  be  doubtful  whether  the  bond 
given  by  Blair  and  Rives  is  a  contractor  not,  and 
whether  they  are  in  fact  officers  or  merely  employ- 
ees, and  yet  stand  on  impregnable  grounds  in 
maintaining  that  you  have  no  right  to  pass  this  re- 
solution, I  might  rest  the  question  on  the  simple 
fact  that  you  selected  them  as  Printers,  and  have 
entered  into  a  written  instrument  with  them  that 
they  are  to  do  the  printing,  and  might  concede,  that 
it  is  a  disputed  and  doubtful  point  whether  they 
are  officers  in  the  sense  you  contend  for,  or  not, 
and  yet  show  conclusively,  on  the  soundest  prin- 
ciples, that  we  have  no  right  to  do  this  act.  We 
are  one  party,  and  they  another,  to  this  transaction— 
we  the  powerful,  and  they  the  weak;  and  is 
there  any  rule  more  fundamental,  according  to  the 
code  of  morals,  and  the  principles  of  our  free  po- 
litical system,  than  that  no  one  has  a  right  to  judge 
in  his  own  case?  Or  that  the  right  of  decision,  in 
such  cases  as  this,belongs  to  another  and  appropriate 
department,  and  not  to  us?  To  assume  the  re- 
verse, would  be  to  assume  that  one  Legislature  had 
the  right  to  set  aside  contracts  entered  into  by  its 
predecessors,  whenever  a  question  of  doubt  can  be 
raised:  no,  still  stronger,  entered  into  by  itself;  Tor 
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the  Senate  is  a  perpetual  body.  Ii  is  the  body 
which  authorized  this  transaction,  that  now  under- 
takes to  undo.  Pass  this  resolution,  and  yon  would 
set  a  precedent,  as  inconsiderable  as  is  the  interest 
involved  in  this  case,  which  would  authorize  any 
Bate  10  cancel  its  bends,  to  revoke  its  charters,  and 
annul  its  contracts,  and  to  make  it  a  question  of 
mere  expediency — of  personal  and  party  like  and 
dislike— and  not  a  violation  of  the  eternal  princi- 
ples of  justice— whether  they  should  or  not  adhere 
to  their  engagements. 

And  with  whom  does  so  dangerous  a  measure 
originate?  With  those  who  have  assumed  to  be 
the  protectors  of  the  sanctity  of  contracts — the 
champions  of  vested  rights  and  chartered  privi- 
leges; who,  in  their  zeal,  stigmatized  their  oppo- 
seats  as  loco  feces,  agrarians,  and  contemners  of 
plighted  frith.  And  let  me  ask,  at  what  time  is 
such  a  measure  brought  forward?  At  the  moment 
when  the  indebtedness  of  the  country  is  greater 
tain  has  ever  been  known;  when  many  of  the 
Suites  have  thoughtlessly  plunged  themselves  in 
debt  almost  beyond  their  ability  to  meet  their  en- 
gagements; when  the  pressure  of  the  times,  and  the 
example  of  the  non-fulfilment  of  engagements  by  the 
great  moneyed  institutions  of  the  country,  have 
done  so  much  to  weaken  the  force  of  contracts,  in 
the  estimation  of  many;  and  when  especially  it  is 
the  duty  of  all  good  citizens,  and  this  body  in  par- 
ticular, which  has  such  just  and  great  influence 
over  public  •pinion,  to  avoid  any  act  which  can, 
by  possibility,  be  interpreted  into  a  disregard  of  the 
sacred  obligation  of  contracts.  It  is  at  such  a  mo- 
ment that  the  party  which  professes  to  be  the 
special  guardian  of  the  public  faith,  call  on  us  to 
do  this  dangerous  act;  aad  for  what  purpose?  The 
poor,  the  pitiful  one  of  turning  out  Printers  of  one 
political  faith,  in  order  to  put  in  others  of  a  differ- 
ent; to  put  out  Blair  and  Rives  to  put  in  Gales 
and  Seat  on,  who,  in  no  respect  whatever,  either  in 
punctuality  in  the  performance  of  their  doty,  or 
personal  respectability,  are  their  superiors.  I  can- 
not but  express  my  amazement  at  the  step,  coming 
from  the  quarter  it  does,  and  with  the  course 
which,  it  is  understood,  the  party  from 
which,  it  comes  intend  to  take  in  reference  to 
a  leading  measure  of  policy — I  refer  to  a  Na- 
tional Bank.  It  is  said,  and  believed,  that 
ir  will  be  one  of  their  first  measures,  and  that  on 
which  they  rely  to  carry  through  their  avowed 
policy.  Do  you  not  see  that  this  measure,  as  in- 
considerable as  it  is,  will  furnish  ground  from 
which  to  assail  such/ an  institution  with  powerful 
effect?  Ton  proposed  set  aside  this  contract  be- 
cause you  believe  that  the  Senate  has  no  constitu- 
tional right  to  make  it.  Is  (here  not  a  large  party 
in  the  country,  now  accidentally  in  a  minority, 
who  believe,  and  have  believed  from  the  beginning, 
that  Congress  has  no  right  to  charter  such  a  bank, 
and  have  ever  resisted  its  establishment  in  conse- 
quence of  such  belief  ?  You  believe  that  the  in- 
strument signed  by  Blair  and  Rives  to  do  your 
printing  is  not  a  contract.  Is  there  not  a  conside- 
rable portion  of  the  community  who  believe  that  a 
bank  charter  is  no  contract?  That  it  is  a  grant 
merely  of  a  public  franchise,  which  can  be  with- 
drawn at  the  pleasure  of  the  grantor?  If  I  may 
venture  an  opinion,  I  wou'd  say  it  is  far  more  dif- 
ficult to  prove  that  this  instrument  is  not  a  con- 
tract, than  that  a  charter  of  a  bank  is  one. 

But  we  are  told  that  we  were  forewarned  not  to 
snake  the  appointment  of  Printers;  that  we  would 
noon  be  in  a  minority;  and  that  if  we  ventured,  in 
spile  of  such  warning,  to  appoint,  that  those  we 
anight  select  would  be  dismissed  when  the  majority 
changed  sides.  Will  not  the  same  warning  be 
given  when  you  come  to  propose  a  bank  charter? 
Will  yon  not  be  told  that  it  is  clearly  unconstitu- 
tional ;  that  you  have  seized  on  the  accidental 
aueendaney  ef  your  party,  to  force  it  on  the  coun- 
try, against  its  sober  and  habitual  conviction,  both 
aw  to  its  expediency  and  constitutionality;  and  that, 
if  yon  venture  to  act  under  such  admonitions,  your 
acta  will  not  be  respected  when  you  come  to  be 
again  in  a  minority? 

Thinking,  as  I  do,  in  reference  to  a  National 
Bank,  *  would  rejoice  to  see  you  raising  up  such 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  establishing  one, 
eonJd  the  effect  of  tbiaj  pernicious  example  you  are 


about  to  set  be  confined  to  that.  But  that  is  im- 
possible. It  will  go  far  beyond,  and  be  followed 
by  immeasurable  evils,  unless,  as  I  hope,  the  sense 
ot  justice  in  the  public  mind  should  react  against 
what  you  purpose  to  do. 

As  to  myself,  I,  on  the  present  occasion,  act 
on  the  same  principles  which  guided  me  in  1834, 
on  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
by  General  Jackson.  I  then,  and  now,  believed 
that  the  Bank  had  a  right  to  the  use  of  the  deposites 
under  its  charter,  and  of  which  it  couldjnot  be  di- 
vested except  on  just  apprehension  that  they  were 
not  safe  in  its  vaults,  or  for  its  neglect  or  mis- 
management as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Treasury. 
Thus  regarding  it,  1  acted  with  those  whom  1  now 
oppose,  in  opposition  to  the  removal,and  that  on  the 
principle  on  which  I  now  act.  Of  the  two,  I  re- 
gard that  a  less  clear  case,  as  clear  as  I  consider 
it,  of  contract  than  the  present;  and  this  resolution, 
should  it  pass,  a  more  palpable  violation  of  rights 
secured  by  contract,  than  the  measure  I  then  op- 


Mr.  KING  of  Alabama  said  he  was  not  disposed 
to  enter  into  a  long  argument.  The  clear,  forcible, 
and  incontrovertible  ground  occupied  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  rendered 
it  unnecessary  that  he  should  say  any  thing.  He 
felt  that  this  matter  was  settled.  He  felt  that  ar- 
gument was  of  co  avail.  He  felt  that  an  appeal 
to  justice,  to  a  sense  of  propriety,  would  be  disre- 
garded ;  that  every  consideration  which  ought  to 
influence  the  Senate  in  the  discharge  of  its  dunes, 
was  to  be  set  aside  in  this  case.  Did  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Hxndesson]  know  any  thing 
of  the  hifftory  of  this  Government,  when  be  got  up 
here  and  told  them  that  this  must  necessarily  be  an 
office,  because  the  individual  executed  their  print- 
ing? If  that  Senator  would  but  turn  bis 
attention  to  the  subject,  he  would  find 
that,  uniformly,  individuals  had  been  employ- 
ed by  contract  up  to  the  year  1819.  Pre- 
vious to  1815,  they  were  employed  by  the  officers 
of  the  two  Houses,  and  they  entered  into  bond  for 
the  faithful  execution  of  the  work.  The  Printers 
were  not  elected  by  this  or  the  other  House,  but  the 
Secretary  and  Clerk  caused  the  printing  to  be  exe- 
cuted for  their  respective  Houses.  In  1815,  in 
consequence  of  its  being  believed  that  it  would 
be  more  economical  and.better  for  the  country 
that  the  officers  of  the  two  Houses  should  be  as- 
sociated together  in  contracting  for  this  work,  a 
resolution  was  adopted  which  he  would  read  to  the 
Senate.  [The  resolution  was  read,  and  directed 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  immediately  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  that  and  each  succeeding  Congress,  to  ad' 
vertise  for  three  weeks  successively,  in  two  news- 
papers printed  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  pro- 
posals tor  supplying  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  succeeding  Congress  with  the 
necessary  itationery,  printing,  dfec.] 

Well,  Mr.  President,  under  that- joint  reso- 
lution, which  thus  became  the  law  of  the 
land,  a  Mr.  DeKrafft  became  the  contractor. 
He  was  the  lowest  bidder,  and  he  entered  into 
bond  to  perform  the  work;  but  under  that  contract 
the  printing  was  so  badly  done,  that  it  became  a 
serious  subject  of  complaint  in  both  Houses.  The 
consequence  was,  that  a  committee  was  rai*ed  to 
ascertain  the  true  value  of  the  printing,  for  it  had 
been  intimated  that  this  individual,  from  •  his 
anxiety  to  get  the  job,  had  stipulated  to  take  less 
than  it  was  worth,  and  consequently  he  could  not 
execute  it  in  such  a  manner  as  it  was  important  the 
printing  for  Congress  should  be  executed,  and  on 
paper  of  -  the  proper  description,  without  serious 
loss  by  his  contract.  At  the  head  of  that  com- 
mittee was  Mr.  Wilson,  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  a  practical  printer. 
That  committee  reported,  fixing  precisely  the 
prices  to  be  paid  for  every  species  of  work  neces- 
sary for  the  printing  of  the  two  Houses.  In  con- 
formity with  that  report,  the  resolution  of  1819  was 
passed,aad  then  it  was  they  commenced  designating 
the  individual  who  should  execute  the  work  at  the 
prices  thus  fixed.  They  had  acted  on  that  resolu- 
tion from  1819  to  the  present  time,  without  varia- 
tion or  change.  What,  he  would  ask,  were  the 
Printers  of   1813,  when  Way  and  Weightman 


were  the  contractor*?     Were  they  officers  of  the 
Senate?    No  one  will  venture  to  make  the  asser- 
tion.   They  were  simply  contractors,  and  if  they 
violated  their  contract,  they  were  liable  to  have  it  set 
aside,  and  suit  brought  against  them  for  dama- 
ges.   What  were  the  obligations  of  DeKrafft  as  an 
officer  of  the  Senate,  when  he  became  the  con- 
tractor under  the  resolution   of  1813?    None— 
nobody  ever  pretended  that  he  occupied  any  such 
official  position.    It  would  have  been  ridiculous  to 
have  done  so:  for,  though  the  work  was  badly  exe- 
cuted, he  was  held  to  his  contract;  while  soma 
other  printer  was  occasionally  employed  to  do  por- 
tions of  the  work,  he  being  compelled  to  pav  the 
difference  in  the  price.    He  (Mr.  Kino)  believed 
they  had  never  heard  of  the  Printer  being  an  officer 
of  the  Senate  until  a  gentleman,  now  no  longer  a 
member  of  this  body,  took  offence  at  something  pub- 
lished in  the  paper  of  the  then  Public  Printer, 
when  he  intimated  his  intention  to  bring  the  mat- 
ter before  the  Senate,  and  to  move  for  the  dis- 
missal of  the  Printer;  but  that  gentleman  back- 
ed   out,  for    he    knew    he   could    not  sustain 
such  a  procedure.      Has  it  come  to  this,  that 
this  Senate,  actuated  by  political  pr  private  hos- 
tility, or  by  individual  griefs,   should  set  itself 
to  work  to  nullify  an  agreement  with  an  individual 
who  has  done  his  work  faithfully?    Was  any  Se- 
nator here  prepared  to  say  the  work  was  not  well 
done?    No:  political  hostility  alone  actuated  Sena- 
tors, and  it  was  all  they  could  avow.    He  (Mr. 
Kme)  had  traced  this  matter  from  the  earliest 
period  to  the  present  time,  and  he  could  entertain 
no  other  belief,  than  that  the  Printer  was  simply 
an  employee  of  the  -  Government;  that  he  was 
like  other  individuals  who  contracted  to  do  work, 
and  if  he    failed    to   execute  it,  or  did  not  do 
it  correctly,  he  was  liable  to  be  prosecuted  for 
damages.    But,  as  he  had  already  said,  he  felt 
that    the  thing    was    settled.      The    fiat    had 
gone  forth  from  headquarters,  and  those  who  in 
their  secret  hearts  might  regret  it,  were  brought  to 
do  an  act  of  which  their  judgments  disapproved; 
being  carried  along  by  their  party  predilections  to 
perpetrate  it.    He  (Mr.  Kino)  would  not  reply — 
his  indignant  feelings  would  not  permit  him  to  re- 
ply— to-  the  imputation  of  motive  by  which  it  was 
alleged  his  side  of  the  House  were  actuated.   Such 
imputations  were  unworthy  of  the  person  who  ut- 
tered them— unjust    towaids   his   (Mr.    Kino's) 
friends,  and  unworthy  of  this  body.    What  were 
Blair  and  Rives?    The  contractors  for  the  public 
printing.    Suppose,  for  a  moment,  they  were  every 
thing  that  Senators  in    their   places  here   have 
thought  proper  to  denounce  them  for— suppsse 
they  were  base— suppose  they  had   no   charac- 
ter— suppose  they  did   not   deserve    the   coun- 
tenance  or   support   of    this  body— were   these 
sufficient  grounds  on    which  to   set  aside  their 
contract,  so  long  as  the  work  was  correctly  execu- 
ted?   What  was  it  to  the  honorable  Senators  whe- 
ther those  individuals  were  of  good  or  bad  charac- 
ter?   He  (Mr.  Kino)  was  not  there  the  advocate 
of  Blair  and  Rives;  he  looked  beyond  that— he 
looked  at  the  principle  involved,  and  the  conse- 
quences which  would  follow  to  the  country,  should 
this  resolution  be  adopted.!  This  act  would  become 
a  precedent,  which  must  forever  shut  the  months 
ot  the  Senators  who  established  it.    No  more  shall 
we  bear  of  the  Democrats  being  agrarians— of  being 
disposed  to  break  down  vested  rights;  or  to  violate 
the  obligation  of  contracts;  they  must  be  forever 
silenced  by  their  own  act.    But  who  is  this  Mr. 
Blair,  who  has  been  so  violently  assailed  on  this 
floor?    If  his  (Mr.  Kino's)  recollection  served  him 
aright,  this  man  Blair  resided  years  gone  by  in 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  where  he  figured  as  no  in- 
considerable personage.    He  was  then  the  political 
friend  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky;  his  intimate 
associate;  and,  if  ho  was  not  misinformed,  his 
confidential   correspondent.     Was  he   infamous 
then?    He  presumed  not.    He  (Mr.  Kino)  knew 
nothing  of  Mr.  Blair,  except  by  character,  until 
he  made  his  appearance  in  this  city  some  years 
past.    Since  that  time,  he  had  been  on  terms  of 
social   intercourse  with   him— had  observed  hia 
conduct  in  the  social  and  private  relations  of  life; 
and  he  felt  bound  to  say,  that  for  kindness  of  heart, 
humanity,  and  exemplary  deportment  as  a  private 
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citizen,  he  could  proudly  compare  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  or  any  Senator  on  this  floor  by 
whom  he  has  been  assailed. 

Bat  he  was  the  conductor  of  a  political  newspa- 
per, which  was  abusive  in  its  character.  With  the 
manner  in  which  that  paper  was  conducted,  be 
(Mr.  King)  had  nothing  to  do.  He  should  neither 
undertake  hette'  fo  approve  or  condemn.  Bat 
were .  they  to  exclude,  as  Printers  of  the  Senate, 
men  who  conducted  political,  or,  if  yon  please,  abu- 
sive newspapers?  Then  they  must  exclude  the  man 
who,  not  twenty  days  past,  in  an  address  delivered 
on  that  avenue,  and  published  in  the  National 
Intelligencer,  grossly  insulted  every  man,  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  who  was  opposed  to  the  pre- 
sent dominant  party,  by  uttering  and  publishing 
what  be  mist  have  known  to  be  utterly  untrue. 
Gentlemen  speak  of  the  importance  of  having  for 
Printers,  men  who  so  conduct  themselves  as  to 
produce  harmony  and  good '  feeling  in  this  body. 
Admitting  it  to  be  correct,  and  he  (Mr.  Knto)  was 
not  disposed  to  question  it,  would  the  man  who 
delivered  that  address,  if  elected  Printer,  produce 
this  .kindly  feeling?  He  (Mr,  Kino)  knew  not 
who  it  was  the  majority  in  this  body  intended  to 
elect  as  Printers;  but  he  knew  that  gentlemen, 
actuated  by  political  bate,-  were  running  counter  to 
their  declarations;  and  were  about  to  do  what 
they  had  denounced  in  such  strong  terms. 
The  object  cannot  be  mistaken;  it  is  to  wreak 
their  vengeance  on  a  political  foe,  and  pro- 
vide for  a  political  friend.  His  friend  and  col- 
league had  just  suggested  an  idea,  which  he  would 
throw  out.  Let  the  country  hear  it,  and  let  the 
Senate  understand  it.  Could  'Blair  and  Rives, 
having  given  bond,  resign  this  appointment,  with- 
out the  assent  of  the  Senate?  Mo.  The  contract 
was  made,  and  they  could  be  held  to  (heir  bond, 
and  the  strict  performance  of  the  duties  tbey  had 
undertaken.  They  could  not  divest  themselves  of 
their  obligations,  even  if  they  would;  yet  the  Se- 
nate, one  of  the  contracting  parties,  was  undertak- 
ing, in  the  power  of  tbeir  strength,  to  annul  the 
contract,  the  ether  parry  refusing  to  set  it 
aside.  Now  he  did  think,  and  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  expressing  bis  opinions  plainly, 
that  this  was  the  most  high-handed,  aad  reck- 
less assumption  of  power  that  was  ever  ex- 
ercised by  any  deliberate  body  under  the  sun.  It 
was  a  naked  exersise  of  power,  unmindful  of  jus- 
tice, or  of  law,  or  of  the  sacredness  of  contracts; 
and  if  gentlemen  could  exercise  that  power  under 
such  circumstances,  it  was  for  them  to  do  it,  and 
for  the  country  to  understand  it.  Every  man  in 
this  country  who  is  engaged  in  executing  work  un- 
der contract  with  the  Government,  will  be  told,  in 
language  not  to  be  misunderstood:  "Though  you  do 
your  work  faithfully,  comply  with  your  contract  to 
the  very  letter,  you  have  no  security  for  a  moment. 
Any  individual  who  possesses  weight  with  the  domi- 
nant political  party,  who  is  influenced  to  act 
against  you  by  party  hostility,  or  private 
griefs,  can  procure  the  abolition  of  your  contract, 
even  should  it  involve  you  in  ruin."  Let  the  coun- 
try but  understand  that  as  the  true  state  of  the  ques- 
tion here,  and  he  (Mr.  Kino)  would  cheerfully 
abide  its  judgment.  He  (Mr.  Kino)  bad  already 
said,  and  said  truly,  that  it  was  not  hi*  Intention  to 
enter  at  large  into  this  question.  The  argument 
was  all  on  one  side;  and  all  the  ingenuity  of  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Huntington]  bad 
failed  to  protect  his  friends  from  the  force  of  the 
arguments  which  had  been  addressed  to  them  by 
Senators  on  this  side  of  the  bouse.  He  (Mr. 
Kino)  was  willing  to  gratify  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut, and  throw  aside  the  joint  resolution 
of  1819,  under  which  elections  of  Public  Print- 
ers bad  been  made  for  more  than  twenty  years. 
But,  set  it  aside— admit  that  it  has  no  bind- 
ing force— does  it  affect  this  case?  Not  in  the 
least.  The  election  had  taken  place  by  a  Senate  com- 
petent to  make  it.  What  mattered  it,  then,  whether 
the  individual  was  designated  under  a  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  two  Houses,  or  by  the  mere  will  of 
the  Senate?  The  fads  that  be  was  legally  selected, 
that  he  has  entered  into  the  contract,  and  given  the 
necessary  bond,  which  is  now  on  the  table  of  your 
Secretary,  still  stare  gtntlemen  in  tbe  face.  There 
jsao  escaping  from  them.    He  trusted  there  was 


no  Senator  who  would  seriously  contend  that  tbe 
majority  who  authorized  the  contract,  had  not  the 
power  to  do  so  because  that  majority  was  soon  to 
be  placed  in  a  minority— for  upon  that  ground 
every  act  of  the  last  session,  which  the  Senate  in 
its  wisdom  had  thought  proper  to  perform,  might  be 
set  aside  because  it  was  passed  by  a  majority,  the 
political  opponents  of  the  present  majority.  But 
he  felt  be  was  expending  his  strength  in  vain, 
wearying  his  lungs  for  no  good;  he  expected  to  con- 
vince nobody;  it  was  settled;  the  fiat  had  gone 
forth,  and  these  men  were  to  be  sacrificed.,  He 
warned  gentlemen  of  the  result  to  themselves  from 
this  exercise  of  power.  They  bad  the  power,  and 
they  would  exercise  it.  But  he  trusted  in  God  it 
would  open  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and  cause  them 
to  see  what  they  had  to  expect  from  such  a  reck- 
less party.  He  (Mr.  Kino)  was  not  one  of  those 
who,  either  in  public  or  private  life,  ever,  by  indi- 
rection,accomplished  any  act.  He  pursued  a  straight 
forward  course— one  sanctioned  by  his  judgment, 
and  approved  by  his  conscience;  and  if  this  case 
were  reversed,  and  a  proposition  had  been  made, 
under  like  circumstances,  to  dismiss  Gales  and 
Sea  ton  in  1837,  he  would  have  raised  his  voice 
against  such  a  wanton  violation  of  the  faith  of  the 
Senate,  and  of  a  solemn  contract.  They  (Mr.  Kino 
and  bis  friends)  were  then  as  much  opposed  politi- 
cally to  those  individuals  (Gales  and  Seaton)  as 
the  honorable  Senators  opposite  could  be  to  the 
individual  now  under  his  trial.  Yes;  his  character 
was  on  trial,  for  that  was  the  point  on  which 
(he  whole  matter  was  made  to  turn.  He  (Mr. 
Blair)  was  on  trial,  without  the  possibility 
of  defending  himself.  An  American  citi- 
zen, possessing  equal  rights  with  his  accusers 
and  judges,  is  put  on  trial,  his  character  branded 
as  deep  as  Senators  on  the  other  side  could  fix  it, 
and  beyis|denied  the  privilege, which  belongs  to  every 
freeman  in  this  land  of  liberty,  to  be  heard  in  his 
defence.  Was  this  what  they  bad  a  right  to  expect 
from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States?  Was  this 
the  promised  reform?  Was  this  the  high,  tbe  libe- 
ral, the  manly  spirit  which  was  to  actuate  tbe  Whig 
party?  They  had  recently  beard  much  throughout 
the  whole  country  (should  he  be  permitted  to  call 
it  rant  and  fustian)  about  proscription  for  opinion's 
sake;  and  this  is  the  first  act  of  those  gentlemen 
who  are  exerting  their  utmost  energies  in  opposi- 
tion to  their  own  professions.  Yes,  but  a  few  days 
had  passed,  since  they  had  heard  speech  after  speech 
denouncing  proscription. 

What  a  beautiful  illustration  is  this  procedure 
of  the  doctrines  then  laid  down.  He  was  pained 
to  see  an  American  Senate  enter  into  this  matter  in 
this  spirit.  He  had  been  here  long,  and  his  asso- 
ciations were  of  an  intimate  character  with  many 
who.  entertained  different  political  opinions  from 
himself.  He  could  say,  and  no  man  could 
gainsay  it,  that  political  differences  alone  bad  ne- 
ver induced  him  to  cut  off  social  intercourse 
with  those  he .  deemed  to  be  gentlemen.  He  acted 
with  them  as  gentlemen  who  honestly  differed  with 
him.  He  held  his  opinions,  and  was  willing  they 
should  hold  theirs.  He  himself  nevergaveavote 
for  any  measure  which  his  judgment  did  not 
approve;  tut  he  did  not  reproach  others  who 
differed  with  him.  This  body  (said  Mr.  King) 
has  been  called  tbe  highest  tribunal  of  this  country 
— perhaps  of  the  world.  Should  the  Senate,  then, 
to  get  clear  of  a  political  opponent,  fritter  away 
this  high  character?  Should  it  induce  this  people 
to  doubt  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  is  tbe 
protector  of  right,  the  frowner-down  of  every  thing 
that  is  wrong?  He  hoped  hot.  He  hoped,  for  the 
credit  of  the  respective  States,  whose  sovereignty 
we  represent,  such  an  example  would  not  be  set. 
He  would  not  further  detain  the  Senate.  It  had 
not  been  his  design  to  have  said  any  thing,  but  he 
could  not  repress  tbe  feelings  of  his  bosom. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  he  rose  to  say  a 
few  words  on  a  collateral  point.  He  was  perfectly 
aware  of  the  relation  in  which  he  stood  t6  the  Se- 
nate and  to  this  country.  He  was  aware  that  he 
was  now,  as  heretofore,  to  be  the  object  of  attack, 
of  concerted  attack.  He  stood  now,  as  he  had 
stood  heretofore,  firm  and  erect,  and  ready  to  repel 
assaults,  when  worthy  of  his  notice,  from  whatever 
quarter  they  came. 


.He  had  said,  in  the.  course  of  his  remarks  yetter* 
day,  that  he  believed  the  Globe  to  be  an  infamous 
paper,  and  its  chief  editor  an  infamous  man.  He 
said  nothing  of  gentlemen  on  the  other. side',  who 
chose  to  vote  for  this  editor  as  Printer  to  the  Senate. 
But  by  matter  of  unlawful  inference  and  illogical 
deduction,  two  or  three  had  risen  and  undertaken 
to  consider  that  they  partook  of  the  infamy  of  Blair 
and  Rives,  if  they  be  infamous.  If  any  one  of  then 
had  appealed  to  him  to  say  whether  he  regarded 
them  as  infamous  because  he  regarded  this  princi- 
pal eoitor  as  infamous,  he  should  promptly  have 
said  that  he  bad  no  such  views.  But  no  sack  ap- 
peal was  made  to  him;  and  yet  the  8enator  who 
sits  in  the  corner  yonder,  [Mr.  Smith  of  Connecti- 
csr,]  and  who  most  excuse  him  if  be  (Mr.  Cur) 
considered  him  unworthy  of  his  notice,  had  gone 
on  in  a  course  of  general  remarks,  which  were  evi- 
dently intended  for  him,  (Mr.  C.)  He,  however, 
should  have  said  nothing  to  bim,  {Mr.  8^  but  a  Sena- 
tor, who  he  supposed  considered  himself  responsible, 
had  gone  a  step  further,  and  bad  chosen  to  class 
him  (Mr.  Clay)  with  Blair,  and  to  consider  Blair 
as  equal  to  him  in  every  point  of  view— in  repnta* 
tion  and  e?ery  thing  else.  Now,  this  was  alto- 
gether an  unparliamentary  proceeding.  They  had 
the  right  to  comment,  and  in  the  freest  manner,  on 
the  character  and  standing  of  persons  nominated 
for  office,  or  who  had  come  before  them  as  then 
men  had  done.  During  his  long  services  in  the  Se- 
nate he  did  not  know  that  he  had  spoken  of  an  edi- 
tor, or  of  his  newspaper,  unless  the  matter  came 
up  before  the  Senate;  and  when  he  spoke  of  the  in- 
famy of  this  man,  he  spoke  of  him  in  con- 
nection with  his  daily  libels.  He  scarce- 
ly ever  looked  at  a  paper,  edited  by  tail 
man,  in  which  his  (Mr.  Clay's)  name  appeared, 
which  was  not  filled  with  untruths  and  misrepre- 
sentations. Not  long  ago,  this  same  editor  called 
the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  John 
Catiline  Calhoun,  and  it  was  charged  by  this  very 
editor  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  [Mr.  Cal- 
houh]  to  speak  the  truth.  And  in  return,  it  had 
been  said  of  that  editor  that  he  looked  like  a  gtl- 
vanized  corpse.  Now,  if  they  were  to  take  the 
character  of  this  editor  from  what  his  present 
friends  had  said  of  him,  tbey  would  find  it  to  be 
infinitely  worse  than  any  thing  be  had  said,  bad 
as  it  might  be.  But  be  (Mr.  Clay)  should  bt 
unwilling  to  take  the  character  of  his  (Mr. 
Blair's)  present  friends  from  what  he  had  said  of 
those  friends,  for  he  considered  him  a  common  li- 
beller, and  the  Globe  a  libel;  and  for  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  King]  to  undertake  to  pat 
him  on  an  equality  with  Blair,  constrained  him  to 
say  that  it  was  false,  untrue,  and  cowardly. 

Mr.  KING  rose  and  said:  Mr.  President,!  havt 
no  reply  to  make— none  whatever. 

Mr.  SMITH  rose  for  the  purpose  of  saying 
but  one  word  in  answer  to  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky. It  seemed  that  he  (Mr.  Smith)  was  not 
worthy  of  that  Senator's  notice. 

Mr.  CLAY.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  SMITH.  But  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
was  worthy  of  his  notice.  He  did  not,  however, 
design  to  take  a  view  of  those  characteristics  of  the 
honorable  Senator  on  which  he  (Mr.  Smith)  pre- 
sumed that  Senator  prided  himself;  but  he  was  wil- 
ling to  admit,  if  the  character  of  that  honorable 
Senator  was  to  be  formed  from  tbe  acts  of  his  pub* 
lie  and  private  life,  he  did  possess  a  character  far 
more  notorious,  in  some  respects,  than  his, 
and  a  character  with  which  he  (Mr.  Smith)  did  not 
desire  that  his  should  be  compared.  That  Senator 
pretended  to  despise  him.  What  was  it  for?  He 
had  undertaken  to  say  that  be  (Mr.  Smith)  bad 
thrown  out  remarks  to  him.  But  why  should 
that  honorable  Senator  take  any  thing  he 
(Mr.  Smith)  had  said,  to  himselfl  Was 
it  because  he  (Mr.  Smith)  had  repelled  as  vile 
slanders  as  ever  came  from  a  vile  heartl  Humble 
as  he  (Mr.  Smith)  might  he,  he  would  not  descend 
to  the  prominent  points  of  the  character  of  that  bo* 
norable  Senator,  which  gave  htm  so  much  fame  all 
over  ihe  world.  He  (Mr.  Smith)  did  not  belong 
to  those  walks.  If,  however,  the  Senator  thought 
those  prominent  characteristics  of  his  reputation 
gave  him  a  distinction  of  such  elevation  as  teniae* 
him  (Mr.  Smith)  beaeauahis  notice*  he  would  tot, 
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in  return,  eaU  him  *Hbe  Senator  who  sits  in  the 
corner,"  bat  he  would  leave  him  to  the  people;  who, 
four  years  hence,  will  show  the  Senator,  as  they 
have  shewn  him  heretofore,  thai  tbey  understand 
his  reputation  and  know  how  to  appreciate  it. 

Bar.  PRESTON  regretted  that  any  thing  should 
bare  occurred  that  should  have  driven  honorable 
Senators  to  do  any  thing  inconsistent  with  parlia- 
mentary decorum;  and  then  proceeded  at  length  to 
speak  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  then  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave 
way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

IN  SENATE, 
Wsdhxsdat,  March  10, 1841. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Scates,  containing  several  communica- 
tions of  an  Executive  character. 

The  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair  and  Rives  as 
Primers  to  the  Senate,  being  taken  up — 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  it  was  his  intention  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  Senate  but  for  a  very  few  minutes. 
They  much  more  frequently  than  they  were  aware 
of,  he  apprehended,  made  their  conclusions  govern 
their  reasons,  rather  than  considered  well  their  rea- 
sons, and  let  them  dictate  their  conclusions.    It 
seemed  to  him  that  their  respected  opponents,  on 
this  occasion,  were  governing  themselves  by  this 
perverted  rule;  and  it  should  be  the  object  of  his 
few  remarks  to  show  wherefore  he  pronounced  this 
conclusion.    Let  them  look  at  the  history  of  the 
action  of  this  body  for  the  few  days  of  this  extra  ses- 
sion.   On  the  day  before  yesterday  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  Serjeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate  was  filled: 
a  majority  of  the  body  decided— and  it  was  not  then 
his  purpose  to  complain  of  that  decision — that  their 
public  duty  required  (bat  it  should  be  filled.    It 
was  not  exactly  contended  that  any  thing  in  antici- 
pation during  this  short  session  required  the  filling 
of  that   office,  but    that    in    prospect   an    extra 
session  might  be  held,  and  a   Sergeant-at-Arms 
might  be  required,  and  the  proper  performance  of 
the  duty  of  the  body  was  to  fill  the  office  then,  and 
it  was  filled.    Now  tbey  had  a  Printer  to  the  Se- 
nate, and  he  expected  the  judgment  of  the  body 
was  about  to  be  pronounced  that  tbey  should  have 
none,  for  the  form  of  the  proceeding  before  them 
did  not  look  to  filling  a  vacancy.    What  was  the 
argument  in  reference  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms? 
That  he  should  have  lime  to  prepare  himself  for 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  in  the  case  of  an  early 
eall  of   Congress.    If  that  was  a  good  argument 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Sergeant-at-Arm<,  could 
they  say  to-day  that  they  should  dismiss  their  Printer 
and  have  none,  because  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  was 
an  office  requiring  preparation,  and  that  of  Printer 
to  the  body  was  a  place,  whether  office  or  not, 
requiring  none.    It  seemed  to  him  they  should 
not;  and  he  did  not  for  a  moment  suppose  such  a 
train  of  reasoning  would  be  indulged  in,  and  yet 
it  was  bis  desire  to  present  to  the  body  the  action 
of  the  body  as  it  bad  been,  and  the  action,  as  it  was 
proposed  to  be.      Why  was  the  law   of   1819, 
in    the   shape   of    a    joint   resolution,   passed? 
Because,  as  he  had  always  been  informed  and  be- 
lieved, it  was  supposed  that  this  business  of  print- 
ing required  time— that  types,  and  presses,  and 
hands,  and  paper,  and  ink,  were  to  be  accumulated, 
preparatory  to  the  business  of  Congress*,  and  hence 
it  was  that  the  expiring  Congress  named  the  Printer 
for  the  succeeding  Congress.   Now— and  they  were 
sitting,  in  bis  judgment,  in  a  very  questionable 
form,  to  perform  any  of  these  acts,  but  he  had  no 
farther  argument  to  make  on  that,  for  it  had  been 
decided  by  the  Senate— sitting,  then,  he  repeated, 
ander  circa  Distances  which  rendered  the  whole  very 
questionable,  they  weie  called  upon  to  dismiss — 
call  it  an  officer,  if  they  pleased,  or  a  contractor,  if 
they  pleased — that  agent  of  the  body  that  was  con- 
nected with  the  public  business,  in  relation  to  whom, 
in  all  time  past,  Congress  had  supposed  time  was 
required;  and  they  had  decided,  in  relation  to  an 
officer   about  whose  duties  Congress  had  never  be- 
fore formed  any  such  judgment  in  either  branch, 
that  he  should  be  appointed  in  advance,  and  have 
time   to  prepare  for  the  discbarge  of  his  duties. 
This     seemed    to    him   to    be   the   position    in 
wbleai  they  were  placing  themselves,  and  he  desired 
to  eoaptejtai*  consideration  with  the  fact,  as  he 


believed  it,  that  they  were  then,  for  the  first  time, 
within  the  history  of  this  Government,  sitting  as 
a  Senate  alone,  no  Congress  being  in  session — sit- 
ting  under  an  extraordinary  call  to  aid  an  Execu- 
tive in  forming  his  Administration — they  were  sit- 
ting with  open  doors,  keeping  their  journal  in  the 
form  of  legislation,  and  transacting  this  business, 
which  no  Senate  before  had  ever  been  called  upon 
to  transact.  And  what  had  been  the  justification? 
That  the  last  session,  of  the  Senate,  which  expired 
on  the  3d  of  March,  had  been  guilty  of  a  usurpa- 
tion and  abuse  of  power  in  appointing  this  Printer. 
And  was  that  so?  And  was  it  to  be  so  said  in  that 
chamber,  and  to  that  body?  Why,  how  long  had 
that  usurpation  continued?  Certainly  ever  since 
the  passage  of  the  resolution  of  1819— twenty 
years  he  believed.  A  few  days  ago  was  the 
eleventh  occasion  on  which  the  Senate  had  thus 
appointed  a  Printer,  and  was  it  now  discovered,  for 
the  first  time,  and  by  his  respected  opponents  on  that 
side  of  the  House,  that  (his  was  a  usurpa- 
tion? He  remembered  very  well,  a  few  years 
ago  to  have  seen  the  same  thing  done  by  them; 
and  if  it  was  net  a  usurpation  then,  it  was  not  a 
usurpation  now.  He  did  not  design  to  discuss  the 
question  of  power — it  bad  been  better  discussed 
than  he  was  able  to  discuss  it;  he  merely  desired  to 
present  to  gentlemen  the  practical  effects,  and 
what  would  seem  to  htm  to  be  the  practical  deduc- 
tions. Well,  then,  so  much  for  the  manner  in  which 
a  dismissal  of  officers  of  the  Senate,  as  gentle- 
men now  choose  to  claim  them  to  be,  was  proposed 
to  be  made  at  this  extraordinary  session,  and  in 
this  extraordinary  manner.  And  now  for  the  time, 
and  particularly  as  it  was  applicable  to  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table.  He  believed  it  found  its  way 
there  on  the  4th  of  March.  The  President  had 
completed  his  Inaugural  Address,  and  had  taken 
the  oath  of  office,  but,  he  believed  the  fact  to  be, 
that  he  bad  not  had  time  to  clear  the  walls 
of  the  Capitol  on  his  way  to  the  President's 
House,  when  that  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  Senate.  There  was  then  most 
certainly  nothing  lost  in  point  of  time.  And  the 
resolution  was — what?  To  dismiss  an  officer,  say 
gentlemen — an  officer  of  the  Senate — and  he  de- 
sired it  to  be  understood  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
discus i  the  question  whether  the  Printer  was  an 
officer  or  not;  for  that,  too,  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate, had  been  fully  and  clearly  discussed  by  his 
friends  much  more  ably  than  he  could  discuss  it 
himself.  He  cared  not  whether  the  Printer  be  an 
officer  or  a  contractor,  or  what  they  pleased— it 
was,  he  supposed,  assumed  to  be  a  resolution  to 
dismiss  a*  person  in  the  employment  of  the  Govern- 
ment by  a  competent  authority,  in  the  form  of  law. 
Well,  in  that  Inaugural  Address,  and  coming 
from  one  who  ought  to  be  the  organ  of  the  party  in 
power — of  the  party  which  had  placed  him  on  that 
high  elevation,  what  did  be  tell  them? 

"It  was  the  remark  of  a  Roman  Consul,  in  an 
early  period  of  that  celebrated  Republic,  that  a 
most  striking  contrast  was  observable  in  the  con- 
duct of  candidates  for  offices  of  power  and  trust, 
before  and  after  obtaining  them—they  seldom  car- 
rying out,  in  the  latter  case,  the  pledges  and  pro- 
mises made  in  the  former.  However  much  the 
world  may  have  improved,  in  many  respects,  in 
the  lapse  of  upwards  of  two  thousand  years  since 
the  remark  was  made  by  the  virtuous  and  indignant 
Roman,  I  fear  that  a  stiict  examination  of  the  an- 
nals of  some  of  the  modern  elective  Governments, 
would  develope  similar  instances  of  violated  con  fi- 
de nee." 

It  would  be  his  duty,  by  and  by,  to  refer  very 
briefly  to  what  were  the  pledge?,  before  the  elec- 
tion, of  that  distinguished  man,  on  this  particular 
point;  bnt  he  did  not  propose  to  do  it  now.  He 
merely  desired  the  Senate  to  remember  that  that 
speech  was  delivered,  and  that  this  resolution  fol- 
lowed instantly  upon  it.  And  now,  for  the  reasons 
for  that  removal— because  they  bad  seen  the  man- 
ner of  the  action,  and  the  time  of  the  action— and 
he  gathered  those  reasons  as  he  had  heard  them 
given  there.  Was  it  that  those  contractors  had 
failed— for  the  same  individuals  who  are  now  the 
Printers  to  the  Senate  have  been  so  for  several 
years*— had  there  been  a  suggestion  of  any  failure 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties  aa  Printers?   He 


had  heard  of  none,  n  zither  as  to  the  time  of  accom- 
plishing their  labor,  nor  of  the  manner  of  its  ac- 
complishment. Then,  as  to  the  performance  of 
the  trust  which  they  had  undertaken  to  perform 
for  the  United  States,  fault  was  not  found.  Well, 
as  individuals,  as  private  citizens,  perfectly  sepa- 
rate, in  every  sense,  from  their  connection  with  a 
political  partisan.newspaper,  bad  fault  been  found? 
He  had  not  heard  it.  He  bad  enjoyed  a  conside- 
rable acquaintance  with  those  two  individuals  for 
some  years,  and  he  owed  it  to  them  to  say,  and  he 
said  it  cheerfully,  that  in  private  life  he  found 
them  amiable  and  estimable  men,  correct  in  their 
moral  deportment,  so  far  as  he  had  ever  seen  or 
heard,  and  esteemed  by  the  society  in  which  they 
lived.  As  connected  with  their  newspaper,  he  had 
heard  fault  enough;  he  had  heard  none  in  any 
other  connection;  he  assumed  that  none  bad  been 
found.  Then,  how  stood  the  matter?  They  are 
the  conducters  of  a  political  newspaper,  and  be- 
cause that  paper  had  been  conducted  offensively  to 
their  opponents,  they  were  to  be  thus  summarily 
dismissed  from  the  place  they  held,  whether  it  be  a 
contract  or  an  office.  It  was,  then,  a  political  re- 
moval, and  nothing  more  nor  less.  It  concentres 
itself  in  that;  and  no  other  aspect,  he  presumed, 
would  be  attempted  to  be  given  to  it.  He  had  ne- 
ver, in  his  life,  been  in  the  habit  of  entering  into 
discussions  as  to  the  mode  of  conducting  the  public 
press.  He  hoped  never  to  indulge  in  them.  He 
knew  the  press,  upon  all  sides,  was  conducted  with 
too  much  looseness;  he  wished  it  were  better.  He 
was  not  disposed,  on  this  occasion,  to  make  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  press  on  one  side  or  the 
other — he  merely  desired  to  bring  this  discussion 
to  the  point  that,  for  reasons  connected  with  the 
Globe  newspaper — reasons  purely  and  exclusively 
growing  out  of  the  angry  political  strife  of  the 
day — this  dismissal  was  to  take  place.  There  the 
action  was  based;  and  if  he  had  understood  all  be 
had  heard,  it  was  based  on  that  alonef  and  had  no 
greater  extent.  Now,  having  considered  the  man- 
ner of  the  act,  the  time  of  the  action,  and  the  rea- 
sons for  it,  let  them  look  a  little  to  the  political 
parties  and  their  relations.  And  here  he  must  be 
permitted  to  say,  what  he  hoped  he  need  not  at  any 
time  say,  that  he  did  not  design  to  make  any  re- 
marks calculated  te  excite.  He  did  not  design, 
nor  had  be  any  occasion  to  make,  any  personal^ 
remarks;  but  he  had  the  right,  and  he  believed  it 
was  his  duty,  to  state  what  he  believed  to  be  the  pre- 
sent history  of  the  country  in  reference  to  political 
parties.  -  And  he  appealed  to  every  member  of  the 
body,  and  he  appealed  with  as  much  confidence  to  his 
opponents  as  to  his  political  friends,  whether  there 
had  been  any  single  point  in  the  last  heated  and 
excitiog  political  struggle  more  distinctly  set  forth, 
and  more  constantly  debated  be'bre  the  country, 
than  the  point  of  removals  from  office  for  political 
opinion's  sake?  Had  there  been  any  outcry  against 
the  last  Administration,  and  the  one  which  pre- 
ceded it,  more  commonly  raised  than  that  of  po- 
litical proscription  for  opinion's  sake?  And  how 
long  since  was  it  that  he  heard,  in  this  chamber, 
from  a  most  eloquent  Senator,  now  no  longer  a 
member  of  this  body,  that  he  had  seen  officers  of 
the  Federal  Government  whispering  their  opi- 
nions, because  they  durst  not  pronounce  them 
under  that  prescriptive  Administration?  And 
while  that  honorable  Senator  said  this,  he  re- 
pudiated and  condemned  that  prescriptive  policy; 
and  he  (Mr.  Wright)  had  read  to  them,  from  the 
Inaugural  address  of  the  President,  what  he  seem- 
ed to  suppose  was  to  be  the  practice  of  his  party. 
He  (Mr.  Wright)  did  not  charge  on  the  President 
— he  did  not  believe,  in  his  heart,  that  the  President 
had  any  agency  in  this  matter.  He  did  not  intend 
to  condemn  the  President  in  advance.  He  did  not 
mean  to  condemn  any  man  so;  but  the  country  had 
a  right  to  expect  that  he  was  the  exponent  of  the 
principles  and  practices  of  his  party.  And  what 
now  is  that  practice?  An  instantaneous  removal 
of  a  political  opponent.  A  movement  made  ill 
point  of  time,  he  believed,  sooner  than  any  move- 
ments of  such  a  character,  at  any  period  of  the  his- 
tory of  this  Government,  and  a  movement,  as  he 
had  attempted  to  show,  and.  as  he  believed  the 
fact  to  be,  to  remove  merely  for  political  cause. 
He  would  not,  on  this  occasion,  go  into  the  argu- 
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3  which  connected  this  movement  with  the  pub- 
lic press.  He  would  only  ask  Senators  to  pause 
ana  consider  how.  long  it  bad  been  since  their  print- 
ing had  been  performed  by  any  other  contractor 
than  the  conductor  of  a  partisan  newspaper?  Cer- 
tainly not  since  the  passage  of  the  law  of  1819. 
And  what  were  they  then  declaring?  That  if  their 
Printers  were  the  conductors  of  a  partisan  newspa- 
per, they  must  "wbi*per"  their  opinions,  as  an 
honorable  Senator  had  said;  and  that  they  were 
not  to  express  them  boldly  and  like  freemen; 
that  if  they  proclaimed  their  opinions  in 
their  journal  or  newspaper,  they  must  meet 
with  dismissal  from  Congress.  Was  not  that 
the  practical  condition?  And  had  they  not,  then, 
the  right  to  turn  to  their  opponents,  and  ask  them 
if  they  were  authorized  to  expect  this  as  the  first 
step  of  this  Administration  which  was  to  annihilate 
proscription?  He  knew  the  paper  spoken  bf  had 
been  a  warm  political  paper;  he  did  not  know  that 
it  had  been  any  mora  so  than  two  others,  and  the 
only  two  other  prominent  journals  in  this  District. 
And  he  thought  he  did  know  that  neither  of  the  per- 
sons connected  with  the  Globe  had  ever  commit- 
ted, either  as  editors  or  as  men,  so  flagrant  an 
abuse  of  the  Congress  of  the  country,  as  another 
editor  bad  committed  in  a  public  and  official 
speech,  within  a  few  days,  in  the  streets  of  this 
city.  He  would  not  now  either  read  that  speech 
or  comment  upon  it;  but  he  mentioned  it  to  show 
that  all  editors  were  violent  partisans;  and  that 
whether  writing  for  their  newspapers,  or  in  their 
official  capacity,  they  a  rite  with  a  freedom  of  lan- 
guage sometimes  not  tolerated  by  train.  Could 
they  restrain  their  licentiousness?  Should  they, 
sitting  there  in  that  capacity,  try?  In  his  opinion 
they  should  not.  He  had  already  *  aid  be  should 
not  discuss  the  question  whether  the  Printer  of  the 
Senate  was  an  officer  of  the  Senate,  or  a  contractor 
with  the  Senate;  but  this  be  simply  would  say,  that 
the  argument  of  an  honorable  Senator,  made  yes- 
terday, based  principally  on  Webster,  did  not  sa- 
tisfy his  mind.  The  honorable  Senator  had  argued 
that  an  election  must  produce  an  officer,  and  the 
Senator  asked  if  any  body  bad  e?er  heard  of  an 
election  of  a  contractor.  Well,  if  the  honorable 
Senator  would  tell  him  (Mr.  Wright)  how  be 
could  obtain  a  contractor  tor  even  his  private  busi- 
ness, withont  an  election,  he  would  answer  his  argu- 
ment. He  (Mr.  Weight)  knew  of  no  other  way; 
and  he  considered,  so  far  as  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor's argument  was  concerned,  that  it  was  enough 
to  tay  that  rhe  choosing  in  this  case,  or  the  election, 
by  the  vote  of  the  Senate,  was  merely  the  selection 
of  a  man  to  perform  that  duty;  and  thai  instead  of 
imposing  it  on  their  Secretary  to  elect  a  contractor, 
as  well  as  to  make  the  contract,  the  Senate  chose 
to  designate  the  individual,  leaving  their  officer  to 
make  the  contract  with  him.  And  this  appeared 
to  be  a  proper  use  of  the  term.  Webster  said,  to 
"elect"  was  to  "pick  out,  to  select  from  among 
two  or  more — to  select  or  take  for  an  office  or  em- 
ployment— to  choose  from  among  a  number — to 
select  or  manifest  preference  by  vote  or  designa- 
tion." And  the  definition  of  the  word  "election" 
in  Webster,  was,  "the  act  of  choosing;  choice;  the 
act  of  selecting  one  or  more  from  others;  the  act 
of  choosing  a  person  to  fill  an  office  or  employ- 
ment by  any  manifestation  of  preference  as  by 
ballot,  uplifted  bands,  or  vies  voce,  as  the  elec- 
tion of  a  king,  a  president,  or  a  mayor. 
They  might  as  well  elect  a  man  to  do  a  job  of 
,  work  as  to  elect  a  President  of  the  United  States; 
it  was  only  a  mode  of  designating  the  individual 
Whom  they  would  put  in  charge  of  certain  da  ties. 
They  might  designate  a  person  for  a  certain  position, 
and  call  him  an  officer;  they  might  give  him  a 
commission  and  rank,  as  in  the  case  of  a  purser  in 
the  navy,  mentioned  yesterday;  in  another  case, 
they  might  name  the  contractor  to  build  their 
house,  or  a  post  office,  or  a  patent  office,  or  to  do 
their  printing.  He  did  not  desire,  however,  to 
protract  this  discussion;  nor  was  it  necessary,  for 
this  point  had  been  argued  so  much  more  clearly 
and  ably  than  he  could  do  it.  He  would,  then, 
trouble  them  no  longer  than  to  say  that  his  purpose, 
yesterday  and  to-day,  had  been  simply  to  place  be- 
fore this  body  this  subject  as  it  had  presented  itself 
to  his  own  mind,  and  to  call  upon  them  to  say 


whether  it  was  in  conformity  with  what  should  be  ft 
understood  to  be  the  declarations  of  the  President, 
and  whether  it  was  in  conformity  with  the  protesta- 
tions of  the  party,  before  they  reached  power. 

And  let  him  say  to  those  gentlemen,  that  we 
(the  late  majority)  might  have  done  many  things 
wrong,  but  those  gentlemen  would  be  wise  not  to 
follow  our  bad  -example.  And  yet  we  never  de« 
nied  that  we  preferred  to  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment, when  in  power,  through  the  agency  of  our 
political  friends,  than  through  that  of  our  oppo- 
nents. They  did  not  repudiate  doctrines  of  this 
kind;  they  avowed  the  doctrines  to  the  extent  to 
which  they  practised  them.  But  what  was  charged 
upon  them?  That  they  avowed  them  to  the  whole 
extent.  Well,  look  at  their  practice;  and  he  feared 
some  of  the  friends  of  the  gentlemen  opposite  were 
regretting  that  they  had  not  gone  further.  He 
(Mr.  Wright)  said  this  in  no  ill  temper.  He  had 
found  several  of  his  acquaintances,  on  visiting  this 
city,  were  astonished  to  find  such  a  number  of  offices 
filled  with  what  they  considered  "good  Whigs." 
Yes,  the  prizes  were  infinitely  diminished  because 
they  had  not  pushed  this  doctrine  further.  They 
(the  late  Administration)  did  not  repudiate  it;  it 
was  the  other  side  that  did  so;  and  he  begged  the 
gentlemen  opposite  would  not  lead  them  into  the 
practice  of  a  doctrine  which  those  gentlemen  had 
themselves  proscribed. 

Mr.  MANGUM  spoke  at  length  in  support  of 
his  resolution.  He  denied  that  it  was  predicated 
on  the  sole  ground  of  political  opinion;  that  had  its 
influence,but,  in  addition  to  that,  there  was  a  want 
of  personal  confidence  in  the  present  officers.  The 
Printer  of  the  Executive  documents  of  the  body 
must  necessarily  be  informed  of  the  progress  of  the 
most  delicate  negotiations;  and  by  the  infidelity  of 
the  Printer,  these  negotiations  might  be  broken  off, 
and  this  nation  might  be  thrown  into  a  war  with  a 
foreign  power.  It  was  necessary,  then,  that  they  | 
should  have  an  officer  in  whom  they  could  have 
strict  personal  confidence,  and  not  one  whose  pre- 
dilectioni  were  with  an  opposing  party.  He  bad 
no  wish  to  deprive  any  man  of  any  legal  right;  but 
rather  than  keep  in  these  Printers,  he  would  con- 
sent to  pay  $100,000,  if  awarded  by  a  legal  tribu- 
nal. The  character  of  the  Senate,  the  dignity  of 
that  body,  their  self-respect,  and  the  public  opinion 
of  the  country,  required  that  these  men  should  walk 
out  of  office. 

Mr.  SEVIER  was  "not  so  soft"  as  to  imagine 
that  any  thing  that  he  or  those  who  acted  with  him, 
could  say  on  this  subject,  would  prevent  the  passage 
of  this  resolution.  The  thing  was  fixed,  and  he  consi- 
dered that  sometime  between  this  and  the  first  of 
June,  Blair  and  Rives  were  to  be  dismissed  from 
being  Public  Printers;  and  he  only  rose,  and  he 
supposed  his  friends  had  the  same  intention,  to  tear 
the  mask  off  the  gentlemen  opposite,  who  were 
about  to  illustrate  their  spirit  of  toleration,  or 
which  they  had  said  so  much  to  the  people.  It 
now  seemed  that  their  toleration,  and  kindness,  and 
forbearance,  of  which  ihey  bad  been  told  during 
the  last  three  or  four  months,  was  to  turn  out,  as 
he  had  ever  believed  it  would  turn  out— a  sheer 
humbug,  and  he  wished  it  to  be  seen  by  the  specta- 
tors and  the  country,  that  it  lasted  until  the  4ta  of 
March,  and  no  longer.  A  friend  of  his  had  this 
morning  read  an  extract  from  the  Inaugural  ad- 
dress. He  (Mr.  Snv»a)  had  not  had  time  to  read 
the  whole  of  it,  but  he  should  do  so  on  board  the 
steamboat  on  his  return  home.  He,  however,  lis- 
tened to  it  and  heard  much  of  Rome  and  Asia  Minor, 
and  Scandinavia,  and  the  Roman  Empire,  and  he 
know  not  what,  but  he  should  resume  the 
discourse  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  They  also 
heard  of  forbearance  and  toleration;  but  who  be- 
lieved it?  Who  of  the  twenty  thousand  or  thirty 
thousand  persons  who  heard  it— half  of  whom  were 
office  seekers — believed,  for  a  moment,  that  that  for- 
bearance and  toleration  were  to  be  carried  out  into 
practice?  He  (Mr.  Sbvibr)  had  no  faith  in  those 
professions,  nor  bf  their  retrenchment  either.  They 
had  already  bad  one  chapter  under  the  head  of  re- 
trenchment, in  the  election  of  a  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
who  would  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  re- 
ceive his  salary  until  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Congress;  and  this  was  to  be  chapter  one,  under 
the  bead  of  reform.    Now,  he  regretted  that  the 


gentlemen  did  not  come  forward  with  manly  bold- 
ness, and  say  "these  men  must  die,  and  we  will  be- 
head them."  They  had  the  power,  and  that  was 
reason  enough.  Why,  the  Senator  from  Sou  h  Ca- 
rolina, [Mr.  Preston,]  who  had  addressed  them,  had 
talked  about  the  joint  resolution  being  a  nullity,  and 
he  had  said  that  of  that  resolution  they  had  power 
to  disencumber  themselves.  But  did  not  that  Se- 
nator himself,  in  1835,  and  perhaps  before,  too, 
vote  to  elect  Printers  for  this  body  before  the  4th 
of  March?  Well,  if  it  was  unconstitutional  now, 
it  was  unconstitutional  then;  and  why  did  not  that 
honorable  Senator  get  up  in  his  place  and  object 
to  it?  Why  did  he  vote  to  sustain  what  was  un- 
constitutional? Did  a  change  in  the  body  from  a 
majority  to  a  minority  change  the  constitutionality 
of  that  resolution?  No:  its  constitutionality  stood 
the  same,  whether  the  gentlemen  were  in  a  majori- 
ty or  minority.  It  had  been  very  properly  said 
tbat  this  was  a  permanent  body,  and  that  the  elec- 
tion, whether  before  the  4 in  of  March  or  after,  was 
good  and  valid.  It  bad  been  acquiesced  in  before, 
as  he  found,  on  looking  at  the  ayes  and  noes.  It 
had  been  the  practice  for  twenty  odd  years,  and  no 
one  ever  disputed  it  before.  Why,  in  the  other 
House,  in  1833,  Gales  and  Seaton  were  elected  with 
ninety-nine  votes;  but,  afterwards,  a  document  was 
published,  signed  by  a  hundred  members,  in  which 
they  stated  that  they  voted  for  Blair  and  Rives,  and 
yet  Blair  and  Rives  lost  their  election.  A  near 
election  was  claimed,  on  the  ground  that  Gales  and 
Seaton  had  been  chosen  either  by  fraud  or  mis- 
take; and  what  then  was  the  cry  from  the  "glori- 
ous Whigs?"  What  did  Gales  and  Seaton  say? 
Why,  column  upon  column  was  written  to  show 
that  what  was  done  by  that  body  was  beyond  the 
reach  of  subsequent  interference,  and  the  election 
was  considered  settled,  when  those  Printers  had  a 
majority  against  them  in  that  Congress. 

But  now,  they  were  told  it  was  indiscreet  and 
improper  that  Blair  and  Rives  should  be  retained, 
because  they  bad  confidential  printing,  and  they 
might  betray  the  secrets  of  the  body.  Well,  if  they 
did,  remove  them,  and  he  would  vote  for  it;  but  had 
they  not  hitherto  printed  confidential  documents,  and 
was  there  a  man  there  who  could  charge  them  with 
having  betrayed  their  trust?  Would  they  prefer 
giving  the  printing  to  a  man  to  be  selected  by  this 
body,  who,  unable,  to  discharge  his  duties,  having- 
neither  types  nor  presses,  should  transfer  their  con- 
fidential printing  to  others  who  were  not  designated 
by  the  Senate,  and  in  whom  the  Senate  might  not 
have  confidence?  The  thing  had  already  been 
done,  and  Allen  of  the  JKnttsomaa,  when  elected 
Printer  some  time  since,  was  obliged  to  transfer  it 
to  Gales  and  Seaton. 

But  one  Senator  had  said  that  the  main  object 
was  to  remove  Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives.  Well, 
go  ahead  and  do  it;  all  he  (Mr.  &■• 
vina)  wanted  war,  that  they  should  boldly  avow 
what  they  do.  Let  them  come  forward  like  men, 
and  say  it  was  their  will  and  pleasure — let  them 
say  it  boldly,  and  do  it  like  men;  for  such  reasons 
as  were  given,  contrary  to  the  practice  of  years, 
were  lost  on  him.  One  Senator  would  remove 
Blair  and  Rives,  because,  he  alleged,  they  were 
forced  on  them  at  the  last  moment.  He  bad  no 
doubt  Blair  and  Rives  were  unacceptable  to  those 
gentlemen;  bat  was  that  new?  Were  Gates  and 
Seaton  acceptable  to  his  side  of  the  House  in  1833 
and  1835?  No:  these  things  were  the  result  of  the 
accidents  of  party  warfare,  which  bad  always  been, 
and  always  would  be,  acted  on  as  long  as  this  was 
a  Government.  He  (Mr.  Sbvisr)  was  one  of  those 
who  bad  helped  to  gag  it  down  on  those  gentlemen, 
and  he  would  do  it  again  if  he  bad  the  power.  Bat 
he  had  risen  merely  to  tell  these  galleries  that 
this  cry  about  toleration  was  all  humbug.  They 
had  already  the  whole  matter  illustrated  in  two 
chapters — the  one  headed  "Retrenchment,'*  and  the 
other  "  Reform;"  and  he  wished  the  gentlemen  to 
takedown  their  false  sign,  and  to  pot  op  a  true 
one. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observed,  that  at  one  time  he 
had  not  expected  to  take  part  in  this  debate.  Most 
of  what  he  afterwards  intended  to  say,  had  been 
recently  explained  by  others.  He  should,  there- 
fore, crowd  himself  on  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
for  only  a  few  minutes,  and  on  matters  connected 
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iftth  bis  peculiar  position,  on  what  was  not  already 
exhausted.  The  questions  before  us  probably  ap- 
peared somewhat  different  to  him,  as  a  new  mem- 
ber, than,  to  those  who  had  occupied  a  seat  here  in 
February,  and  mingled  in  the  excitement  and  dii- 
cossions  which  accompanied  the  election  of  the 
present  Printers.  To  him  some  of  these  questions 
seemed  extraordinary.  He  was  summoned  here  to 
a  session  of  the  Senate  without  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives; and,  of  course,  a  session  for  the 
transaction  of  Executive  business  merely.  This 
body  was  a  permanent  c  ne;  and  hence  it  was  sap- 
posed  that  no  new  officers  were  to  be  elected,  if  no 
vacancies  already  existed.  Bat  if  they  did  exist, 
he  entertained  no  doubt  we  could  complete  the 
organization  of  the  boly,  and  fill  those  vacancies, 
if  the  officers  were  believed  to  be  necessary,  or  if 
we  had  any  business  for  them  to  do;  and  whether 
sach  an  election  was  conducted  with  open  or  closed 
doors,  was  not  very  material,  it  being  an  organic 
measure,  or,  in  other  words,  an  act  of  inherent 
power,  or,  as  denominated  by  the  Senator  from 
Delaware,  [Mr.  Bayard,]  "absolute  power." 
It  was  neither  legislative  nor  executive,  strictly 
speaking;  but  being  one  of  organization,  it 
seemed  proper,  either  to  precede  any  other  busi- 
smess,  or  to  be  taken  up  when  the  necessary  occa- 
sion demanded.  Bat  what  did  we  see?  Was  the 
office,  employment  or  contract  of  a  Printer  vacant? 
Nothing  of  the  kind.  The  resolution  under  con- 
sideration was  not  then  required  to  organize  this 
body,  out  tended  directly  to  duorgmntMt  it.  It  went 
to  create  vacancies,  instead  of  filling  them.  It  as- 
signsd  no  reason  whatever  for  making  them,  and 
did  not  even  propose  to  fill  them,  when  made.  On 
its  facev  therefore,  it  seemed  disorganizing,  as  well 
as  out  of-  order,  irregular  and  unnecessary. 
Most  unfortunately,  then,  we  commence  our  pro- 
ceedings in  disorganization.  Where  they  will  end, 
remains  to  be  seen. 

Bat  it  has  been  observed  that  sometimes,  if  not 
on  this  eccasion,  it  was  justifiable  to  force  vacancies, 
and  then  proceed  to  new  elections.  In  such  cases, 
however,  it  would  seem  a  proper  preliminary,  that 
in  some  report,  resolution,  or  motion,  reasons  for  it 
should  at  least  be  assigned,  if  not  proved,  in  order 
that  it  might  appear  on  the  record  why  action  was 

Sroposed,  and  definite  notice  given  of  what  was  to 
e  met.  ]f  the  last  election  of  Printers  was  con- 
sidered unconstitutional,  or,  if  the  incumbents  had 
since  grossly  misbehaved  in  their  official  capacity, 
*  why  are  not  these  grounds  of  removal  regularly 
set  forth?  If,  considering  the  Printers  merely  offi- 
cers, and  in  no  respect  contractors,  it  is  admitted 
that  various  grounds  might  be  supposed  which 
could  be  considered  sufficient,  if  duly  stated,  and 
proved.  But  unless  these  were  done,  the  proceed- 
ing looked  extraordinary,  and  new  members  were 
actings  in  the  dark;  and  our  journal,  he  feared, 
would  appear  discreditable.  But,  aside  from  this, 
what  reasons  have  been  assigned,  orally,  in  favor 
of  the  resolution?  Nobody  has  pretended,  in  this 
debate,  as  I  understand  it,  that  the  election  of  Blair 
and  Rives  was  unconstitutional.  The  mover  him- 
self [Mr.  &f  akgum]  says  he  will  not  call  it  so;  and 
if  the  opposite  side,  as  a  party,  seriously  assumed 
such  ground,  their  acts  should  correspond,  and  they 
would  at  once  proceed  to  choose  successors  to  the 
present  incumbents,  instead  of  offering  this  resolu- 
tion to  remove  mem. 

The  resolution  itself,  then,  recognises  them  to  be 
in  office  constitutionally.  Indeed,  they  were  elect- 
ed at  the  usual  time,  in  the  usual  manner,  and  on 
the  usual  terms,  which  have  prevailed  for  nearly 
twenty  years  in  this  body.  What  should  impeach 
sncb  an  election?  The  only  argument  against  its 
validity  that  I  have  heard  on  this  occasion,  has 
been,  that  the  other  House  had  recently  obtained 
their  printing  to  be  done  at  a  less  price  than  was 
provided  in  the  joint  resolution  of  1819.  But  it 
would  be  difficult  to  prove  that  the  departure  from 
die  Jaw  by  one  House  vitiated  its  force  with  the 
other,  which  might  prefer  to  adhere  to  the  law;  or 
that  the  members  of  the  other  House  could  net 
procure  their  printing  to  be  done  more  economical- 
ly than  the  law  required,  if  opportunity  offered,  and 
still  not  be  guilty  of  any  illegality,  nor  the  law 
itself  become  void. 
Considering  these  Printers;  therefore,  as  duly  in 


office,  and,  for  argument,  merely  at  this  moment, 
that  no  contract  exists,  but  that  the  present  resolution 
proposes  to  dismiss  them  from  office  only,  the 
question — and,  in  my  view,  the  first,  if  not  the 
most  important  question — recurs,  Is  it  intended  to 
be  done  with  or  without  cause?  Which?  Ife  lan- 
guage is  silent  on  that  point,  and  hence  the  natural 
inference  may  be,  that  the  removal  is  contemplated 
to  be  made  without  cause.  Yet  several  gentlemen, 
in  debate,  strongly  disclaim  any  such  design  or 
motive,  and  detail  various  reasons  for  the  measure. 
But,  in  the  threshold,  all  of  us  ought  to  form  ex- 
plicit opinions  on  this  point.  It  is  due  to  justice, 
frankness,  manliness.  And  if,  in  truth,  any  mem- 
ber votes  for  the  removal  without  cause,  then  I  pre- 
sume the  act,  in  him,  is  admitted  to  be  an  arbi- 
trary acu  It  is  merely  nc  volo — rie  jvbeo.  It  is  an 
act  which  I  will  not  presume  ever  to  occur,  as  it 
appears  to  me  one  utterly  unwonhy  this  dignified 
assembly.  It  would  be  sheer  caprice  and  wan- 
tonness; and  if  not  rank  injustice,  it  at  least  can 
never  be  vindicated  in  the  high  forum  of  the  Ame- 
rican Senate. 

Whatever  a  collector  might  do  to  a  tide-waiter, 
in  a  moment  of  irritation  and  displeasure,  this 
assembly  of  ambassadors  from  the  sovereign  States 
of  our  great  Union,  can  never  set  an  example  of 
removal  without  any  cause  whatever,  because  so 
derogatory  to  it,  and  at  tbe  same  time  so  dangerous 
to  other  legislative  assemblies.  Over  our  whole 
country,  they  look  up  to  us  for  decorum,  gravity, 
caution,  and  wisdom.  Beyond  all  this,  if  these 
Printers  be  at  tbe  same  time  contractors,  which  I 
shall  endeavor  to  demonstrate  hereafter,  such  a 
removal,  without  any  cause  whatever,  would  not 
only  be  arbitrary,  and  of  evil  example,  but  grossly 
illegal. 

In  either  view,  therefore,  whether  as  officers  or 
contractors,  I  understand  all  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  who  have  spoken,  admit  the  existence  of 
a  cause  for  the  removal,  and  thus  admit  the  impro- 
priety of  acting  without  one.  Then,  what  is  the 
cause?  what  its  validity?  and  how  is  it  ascertained 
or  tried? 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  who  offer- 
ed the  resolution,  says  it  is  a  cause,  not  solely  po- 
litical. The  member  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay] 
avowed  it  was  a  cause  touching  something  infa- 
mous in  the  management  of  the  public  press. 
Others  appeared  to  speak  of  mere  political  different* 
of  opinion  as  sufficient  to  justify  the  removal. 
Others,  who  have  not  yet  spoken,  are  supposed  to 
be  ready  to  vote  for  their  dismissal,  either  for  that 
reason  alone,  or  for  that,  coupled  with  some  indefi- 
nite, undefined  incompatibility  of  temper,  difference 
of  fashion  and  appearance,  or  want  of  harmony  in 
feeling  and  taste.  Now,  let  me  caution  gentlemen 
who  may,  even  in  common  cases,  remove  from  of- 
fice for  a  mere  difference  in  political  opinions, 
though  most  on  the  other  side,  it  is  believed,  are 
pledged  not  to  remove  at  all  for  that  cause,  that 
they  stand  on  very  slippery  ground  in  removal  of 
printers  for  a  mere  difference  in  political  views. 
In  the  first  place,  the  sufficiency  of  this  cause  in 
ordinary  instances  is  viewed  not  alike  among  all 
gentlemen  on  either  side.  But  I  do  not  propose  to 
discuss  that  question  now.  Be  it  remembered, 
however,  that  he  who  votes  for  this  removal  for 
that  cause  alone,  and  has  heretofore  censured 
others  for  removals  on  account  of  it,  must  admit 
that  he  has  done  a  wrong  to  others,  or  is  now  doing 
one  himself. 

If  his  course  be  now  right,  so  was  theirs.  But 
much  more  than  this.  If  such  a  course  was  right 
in  relation  to  officers  not  Printers,  and  adopted  by 
ordinary  tribunals,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  it  is 
expedient  or  justifiable  in  respect  to  a  class  of  offi- 
cers connected  with  the  public  press.  Nor  should 
it  ever,  in  my  apprehension,  be  hastily  exercised, 
in  the  unusual  form  now  proposed,  by  such  a  po- 
litical tribunal  as  tbe  Senate,  whose  doings  can  be 
communicated  to  their  respective /States  only  to  a 
very  limited  extent,  except  through  a  free,  bold  and 
vigilant  pre*?.  I  say,  then,  in  this  view,  that  the 
present  is  a  new  case  in  our  annals.  Grant,  then, 
that  some  gentleman  may  feel  justified  elsewhere 
in  making,  for  such  a  cause,  the  removal  of  an 
ordinary  officer^  it  should  require  grave  considera- 
tion in  them  as  Senators,  members  of  a  representa- 


tive body,  to  drive  away  from  around  that  body, 
merely  for  a  difference  in  opinion  in  politics,  the 
only  watch  dogs  of  their  masters — the  people  and 
the  States.  Toey  are  the  sentinels  who  scrutinize 
our  conduct,  and  daily  report  it  in  behalf  of  our 
constituents— the  public  censors,  to  criticise  it  ful- 
ly and  fearlessly — to  expose  errors  or  foibles,  and 
hang  up  vices,  if  any,  to  indignant  reprobation. 

Again,  are  we  to  claim  to  be  above  mistakes- 
immaculate?  Are  we  alone  to  be  screened  and  all 
beside  exposed?  Are  we  more  holy  than  other  citi- 
zens? In  brief,  the  effect  of  such  removals,  if  not 
revolting  to  public  sentiment  and  causing  a  speedy 
and  scornful  re-action,  cannot  but  tend,  however 
well  meant,  to  sap  the  whole  foundations  of  the  liberty 
of  the  press.  It  lays  tbe  axe  at  the  root  of  its  indepen- 
dence. It  tends  to  render  it  craven  and  cowardly — 
to  silence  its  warnings — to  make  it  fawn  around 
power,  rather  than  expose  its  wrongs  or  rebuke  its 
usurpations.  It  is  tbe  business  and  duty  of  politi- 
cal edi'ors  to  be  vigilant,  and  indeed  censorious, 
where  occasion  appears  to  require  it.  It  is  their 
fearless  vocation.  Shall  we  attempt  to  unnerve 
them?  Can  error  of  opinion  be  tolerated  at  all, 
unless  reason  is  left  free  to  combat  it?  And  will  not 
liberty  of  conscience  become  also  in  jeopardy  by 
such  a  course?  But,  gentlemen  exclaim,  at  least 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  does,  these  Printers 
are  to  be  removed,  net  merely  for  diffe- 
rence in  political  opinion,  but  for  harsh  re- 
flections on  members  of  this  body — for  libellous 
strictures — that  require  this  kind  of  punishment,  or 
justify  such  retaliatory  measures.  This  opens  a 
new  and  wide  field  for  reflection.  Real  libels  are 
a  crime,  and  punishable  as  such  at  common  law. 
Are  we  to  accuse  others  of  crimes,  and  punish 
them  here  in  this  summary  form — without  hear- 
ing— without  a  specification — notice— a  jury- 
counsel,  or  witness?  Are  we  to  do  all  this,  also, 
in  our  own  cases,  interested  and  ex  partel  to  be 
accusers,  judges,  and  executioners?  This  course 
has  been  called  military,  but  is  it  not  going  beyond 
even  a  drum-head  court  martial?  The  humblest 
citizen,  for  the  smallest  offence,  is  by  the  Constitu- 
tion entitled  to  tbe  benefits  of  the  6th  amendment, 
in  the  following  words:  "For  all  criminal  prosecu- 
tions, the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy 
and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  State 
and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  com- 
muted, which  district  shall  have  been  previously 
ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be  informed  of  the 
nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation — to  be  con- 
fronted with  (he  witnesses  against  him — to  have  com- 
pulsory process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor, 
and  to  have  the  assistence  of  counsel  for  his  de- 
fence.'* Our  officers  may  libel  others,  or  assault 
others;  and  their  conduct  then,  on  complaint, 
comes  before  us  for  examination.  But  we  should 
not  then  remove  them  without  specified  charges 
and  a  hearing;  and  will  we  act  differently  when  our 
own  interests  or  feelings  render  us  less  safe  and 
proper  to  judge?  These  circumstances  illustrate 
the  importance  of  ascertaining,  as  I  have  attempt- 
ed, whether  these  Printers  are  to  be  removed  with 
or  without  cause;  and  if  with  cause,  for  what  one? 
Is  it  for  a  crime,  and  a  crime  against  us,  or  for  a 
mere  difference  of  opinion?  The  different  conse- 
quences to  tbe  parties  likewise  show  the  impor- 
tance ef  these  distinctions.  If  you  had  pro- 
posed to  remove  them  without  any  cans*,  then  the 
act  being  merely  arbitrary,  would  tend  to  affix,  and 
would  affix,  no  stigma  or  reproach  on  them;  but 
rather  it  would  fix  them  on  ourselves.  We  should 
be  considered  wanton  and  tyrannical.  Again,  if 
you  remove  them  for  cause,  and  that  a  mere  diffe- 
rence in  opinion,  it  would  not  tarnish  nor  brand 
them  with  any  disgrace,  because  differences  of  opi- 
nion, under  free  institutions,  are  inevitable,  and 
often  honest.  All  of  us  must,  therefore,  be  content 
to  go  in  and  out  before  this  great  people  frequently, 
as  we  happen  to  agree  with,  or  differ  from,  the  ma- 
jority, however  acquired;  and  though  at  times  we 
may  feel  and  assail  the  temporary  delusions,  the 
supposed  deceptions,  and,  indeed,  the  occasional 
tyranny  of  majorities,  no  wound  is  given  to  our 
characters  by  retiring  to  private  life. 

But  when  majorities  seek  to  expel  an  individual 
from  office  for  an  alledged  crime,  for  what  is  de- 
nounced as  infamous,  and  when  that  attempt  it 
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made  by  the  very  body  against  which  the  offence 
waa  committed,  the  whole  scene  becomes  changed. 

The  individual  and  the  body  are  both  in  a  new 
attitude,  and  considerations  spring  up  that  over- 
shadow all  questions  of  the  rights  of  property  and 
contracts,  and  all  mere  differences  of  political  opi- 
nion. The  good  name — the  immediate  jewel  of  the 
soul  ia  in  darger,  and  the  tocsin  of  alarm  and  in- 
quiry cannot  be  sounded  too  load,  because  the  deed, 
if  done,  may  affix  a  foal  stain  on  the  victim,  which 
will  last  and  spread  as  long  and  as  far  as  the  mighty 
power  of  the  press  itself. 

The  party  accused  may,  therefore,  in  such  a  case, 
before  sentenced  te  ignominy,  well  expect  full  no- 
tice, a  deliberate  hearing,  and  witnesses  confronted 
against  him,  if  not  an  impartial  tribunal,  for  trial. 
He  may,  as  in  the  present  instance,  have  wife, 
children,  and  friends,  the  solicitudes  of  relatives, 
the  charities  of  neighbors,  and  all  the  comforts  and 
honest  pride  of  life  around  him  .  Are  these  to  be 
that  suddenly  blasted?  Are  rain  and  dismay  to 
overwhelm  the  whole  at  once  by  an  ex  parte  con- 
demnation for  crime,  and  this  not  in  a  corner,  or 
by  some  piepoudre  court,  unknowing  and  unknown, 
but  by  one  of  the  highest  tribunals  in  the  world, 
so  aa  to  diffuse  the  fatal  poison  more  quickly,  as 
well  as  injuriously,  through  all  the  veins  and  arte- 
ries of  the  community? 

In  the  other  aspect  of  the  transaction  as  affect- 
ing our  own  character,  it  may  also  be  wise  to  con- 
sider whether  a  different  coarse  of  proceeding  be 
not  due  to  ourselves  and  the  reputation  of  this  dis- 
tinguished body,  as  well  as  of  the  sovereign  States 
we  represent.  A  proper  self-respect,  moderation, 
and  delicacy,  seem  to  require  of  us  unusual  cau- 
tion not  to  do  wrong,  while  complaining  of  wrong — 
nor  to  be  hasty,  where  the  consequences  to  others 
are  lasting— nor,  perhaps,  to  condemn  at  all,  where 
we  ourselves  are  a  party  in  interest,  and  the  other 
side  haa  been  unnotified  and  unheard.  Gentlemen 
may  truly  say,  that  their  motives  are  good  and 
their  convictions  strong.  But  others,  even  in  this 
body,  widely  and  conscientiously  differ  from  them 
in  opinion  on  the  whole  case.  Is,  then,  a  one- 
tided,  ex  parte  action  on  the  subject  either  liberal, 
chivalrous,  or  humane,  to  say  nothing  of  justice? 
Is  it  not  in  a  free  country,  with  equal  rights  and 
wiihfthe  glorious  institutions  of  courts  and  juries, 
an  action  open  inevitably  to  much  criticism  and 
suspicion?  Can  it  escape  rebuke  on  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic? 

It  is  not  enough,  in  a  tribunal  like  thi<,  to  be 
like  Cajsar's  wife,  pure  in  intention;  but,  it  may  be 
becoming,  at  least,  if  not  indispensable,  to  adopt 
a  course  of  action  entirely  above  suspicion.  Some 
may  ask  what  other  step  than  the  present  one 
should  be  adopted,  when  the  majority  believe  the 
accused  to  be  guilty?  I  answer,  follow  the  usual 
course  of  inquiry  and  trial.  The  coarse  that  finds 
a  ready  approval  in  every  heart,  soul,  and  head, 
in  a  country  of  equal  and  just  laws.  Give  the 
accused  notice  of  the  specific  charges  against  him; 
and  by  all  means  hear  him  brforeyou  stria*.  Again,  as 
to  any  kind  of  trial  here,  in  our  own  case,  undoubted- 
ly this  Senate  may  be  as  safe  as  any  other  interested 
tribunal.  But  if  no  imperative  necessity  exists  for 
an  .immediate  and  final  trial  here,  and  especially 
one  which  will  appear  to  the  accused  at  least  as 
possessing  some  indecorous  haste,  why  not  send 
him  and  his  conduct  first,  as  others  are  sent,  to  be 
tried  by  the  courts,  and  under  the  usual  constitu- 
tional forms,  in  order  to  ascertain  guilt  or  inno- 


If  individuals  here  feel  aggrieved,  as  well  as  the 
majority,  they  can  prosecute  also  for  damages,  be- 
sides indicting,  and  then  the  transaction  will  as- 
sume the  ordinary  aspect  of  one  Under  the  reign  of 
the  laws,  and  not  be  exposed  to  the  suspicion  of 
one  prompted  in  any  degree  by  passion  or  preju- 
dice. At  least,  let  us  know  and  have  specified  the 
precise  circumstances  in  which  the  supposed  out- 
rages have  been  perpetrated,  before  we  proceed  far- 
ther in  condemnation,  and  see  if  we  ourselves  can 
agree  whether  they  are  libels  or  not.  It  is  very 
likely  to  turn  out,  that,  amidst  twenty  lawyers  in 
this  body,  who  should  scrutinize  these  particular 
cases,  not  five  of  them  would  agree,  independently 
of  any  political  consideration,  whether  they  all 


were  or  were  not  libels.  It  is  unmanly  to  be  too 
sensitive  or  thin-skinned  on  these  subjects. 

Again,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay] 
says,  common  fame  is  enough  to  condemn  the  Print- 
er*. Would  he  or  I  like  to  be  tried  by  our  politi- 
cal enemies,  as  to  political  topics,  on  common  fame? 
Would  we  not  both  be  in  some  danger  of  the  lamp 
post  or  the  guillotine?  Have  we  not  both  been 
clothed  over  and  over  again  with  what  we  consi- 
dered, and  in  many  cases  knew  to  be,  atrocious  li- 
bels? Have  we  been  exempt  from  slanderous  at- 
tacks even  in  Congress?  I  expect  to  continue  to 
be  assailed  with  my  full  proportion  of  newspaper 
abuse — perhaps  even  for  some  of  these  remarks. 
But  far  be  it  from  me,  on  that  account,  to  claim 
any  new  mode  of  punishment  for  libels,  or  wish  to 
revive  any  exploded  old  mode,  like  a  star  chamber 
or  attainder,  or  the  sedition  law.  I  would  pursue 
no  different  course  than  heretofore,  and  think  that, 
if  I  could  not  in  time  live  down  defamation,  I  was 
not  worth  living.  Others  may  take  different  views 
of  such  matters:  they  have  a  right  to.  Let  such, 
however,  go  to  the  laws  for  protection  and  redress 
—the  old,  sturdy,  common  laws  of  a  free  people — 
which,  ever  since  Magna  Cbarta,  they  are  unwil- 
ling to  have  changed.  These  are  ample  to  punish 
all  ordinary  offences.  But  do  not  resort  to  any 
new  mode  of  effecting  the  object,  by  summarily 
and  unceremoniously  dismissing  the  supposed  of- 
fender from  office,  as  if  he  had  committed  some 
scandalum  mmgnatwn,  and  was  to  be  punished  in 
some  absolute  monarchical  form,  which  many  will 
not  hesitate  to  regard  as  unworthy  the  liberality  of 
the  present  age  and  the  justice  of  so  enlightened  a 
body  as  the  Senate. 

Some  have  likened  this  case  to  *  contempt.  Such 
was  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticut, [Mr.  Huntington.]  He  asks  could  we  not, 
and  should  we  not  ourselves  punish  for  a  con- 
tempt on  the  Senate?  I  feel  obliged  by  the  sug- 
gestion. The  doctrine  of  punishing  for  contempts, 
by  either  judicial  or  legislative  bodies,  in  its  old  and 
unlimited  use,  has  long  been  my  utter  abhorrence. 
It  has  been,  in  that  use,  one  ot  the  worst  relics  of 
the  bai  barons  ages  of  despotism.  In  the  first  plaee, 
the  party  which  accuses  is  also  the  judge.  This  is 
contrary  to  all  the  elements  of  impartial  justice. 
In  the  next  place  the  punishment  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment may  be  almost  unlimited  and  wickedly 
oppreassive,  when  inflicted,  a?  it  often  is,  under 
the  irritation  of  wounded  vanity,  or  the  stings  of 
supposed  insult. 

Who  can  read,  without  horror  and  detestation 
curdling  his  blood,  the  cruel  aod  excessive  punish- 
ment of  cropped  ears — long  imprisonment— heavy 
fines—the  battile  and  banishment  formerly  inflicted 
for  libels  and  contempts?  But  even  in  contempts  the 
accused  is  heard.  Not,  it  is  true,  before  a  jury, 
which  should  be  the  case  generally,  but  he  is  still 
notified  and  heard — witnesses  are  examined  for  and 
against  him — specifications  filed.  Why  not  then,  at 
least,  do  as  much  in  the*  present  case?  When  an 
editor,  in  1827,  was  accused  of  violence  commit* 
ted  within  the  walls  of  this  building  on  a  messen- 
ger of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  did  we 
attempt  to  try  him  without  specific  notice,  and  a 
full  hearing? 

So  shocked  were  Congress,  after  impartial  inqui- 
ry, at  the  latitude  and  wide  constructive  powers  as- 
sumed by  courts  and  legislative  bodies  on  this  sub- 
ject of  contempt,  that  they  hesitated  to  punish, 
even  though  the  offence  was  perpetrated  within  the 
Capitol,  but  not  in  their  presence.  And  after  the 
trial  of  Judge  Peck,  who  was  impeached  here  for 
oppressive  conduct  ia  the  punishment  of  Lawless 
for  a  supposed  contempt,  though  even  Lawless  was 
notified  and  heard  by  the  judge,  an  act  of  Congress 
was  immediately  passed,  which  took  away  the  pow- 
er.from  courts  to  punish  for  such  offence,  unless 
committed  in  their  actual  presence,  or  in  the  actual 
obstruction  of  legal  process. 

It  provided,  expressly,  (see  act,  March  20, 1831,) 
"that  the  power  of  the  several  courts  of  the  United 
States  to  issue  attachment,  and  inflict  summary 
punishments  for  contempts  of  court,  shall  not  be 
construed  to  extend  to  any  care,  except  the  misbe- 
havior of  any  person  or  persons  in  the  pretence  of 
the  said  courts;  or  so  near  thereto  as  to  obstruct 
the  administration  of  justice,  the  misbehavior  of 


any  of  the  officers  of  the  said  courts,  in  their  official 
transactions,  and  the  disobedience  or  resistance  by 
any  officer  of  the  said  courts,"  <fcc.  "to  any  lawful 
writ,"  Ac. 

Shall  we  go  beyond  the  limits  deliberately  imposed 
on  courts  by  ourselves,  and  punish  as  contempts, 
or  quasi  contempts,  acts  not  done  in  the  presence  of 
this  body,  nor  upon  our  officers,  nor  obstructing 
any  of  our  proceedings?  and  do  it,  too,  without  no- 
tice or  trial  of  any  kind?  Shall  we  punish  for  sap- 
posed  libels  published  a  mile  distant,  and  in  the 
usual  pursuit  of  one's  business  and  profession  as 
an  editor? 

Let  us  see  if  there  be  any  aggravation  in  this 
case,  or,  rather,  not  much  extenuation.    We  elect- 
ed, to  be  Public  Printers  for  this  body,  the  editor* 
of  a  public  press.    Both  political  parties  hare 
done  this  repeatedly  before  m  both  Houses.    Was 
it  ever  expected  that  those  elected  were  thereupon 
to  cease  to  be  editors?    Suppose  they  have  the  teal 
of  partisans,  courage,  enthusiasm,  even.    Do  we 
dislike  or  censure  those  qualities  in  others,  if  ex- 
erted in  our  own  behalf,  or  in  our  own  cause?   8o 
we  elected  them  when  known  as  editors  of  a  party 
press.    Did  we  require  or  expect  that  they  were  to 
cease  to  be  party  editors?    Could  we,  with  deceney, 
insist  that  we  ourselves,  in  consequence  of  our 
votes  to  them,  bad  indirectly  bribed  them,  and  were 
not  to  be  afterwards  criticised  as'  freely  as  others? 
If  so,  then,  I  repeat  it,  we  insist  on  what  is  utterly 
destructive  to  all  liberty  of  the  press.    Should  we 
undertake,  by  our  douceurs  or  favors,  to  stifle  ot 
seduce  the  press,  we  disgrace  it  and  ourselves. 
What  is  an  editor  good  for  who  will  not,  after 
elected,  as  well  as  before,  denounce  what  he  deemi 
tergiversation?  expose  what  he  believes  to  be  cor- 
rupt coalitions?  strip  off  the  mask  from  what  he  re- 
gards as  political  hypocrisy?  shew  up  the  inconsis- 
tencies between  the  professions  and  practices  of 
those  in  power,  and  much  more  the  brazen-faced  dif- 
ferences in  doctrine  before  and  after  an  election? 
What  is  old  English  liberty  worth— that  has  de- 
scended to  us  from  our  sturdy  sires — if  unUcemed 
piinrtn^— first  contended  for  by  Milton  himself— 
cannot  be  any  longer  tolerated  here?    Let  us  have 
no  imprimatur  before  publication — no  previous  li- 
cense to  be  obtained — no  censors,  with  power  to 
exclude    or  veto  what  is   disagreeable  to  weak 
nerves   or   bilions   temperaments.     No:    Punish 
wrong,  if  you  please,  when  committed  in  this,  as 
in  other  cases,  and  in  the  usual  manner;  but  away 
with  bills  of  attainder,  with  sedition  laws,  or  pa- 
tronage and  dismissals,  that  axe  calculated  to  si- 
lence or  terrify,  and  which,  if  so  used,  would  make 
us,  in  a  few  years,  a  nation  either  of  mere  courtiers 
or  slaves.    I  admire  the  spirit  of  Collier,  a  century 
ago,  as  described  in  the  book  just  before  me.   If 
says:  "He  was  under  the  frown  of  power.    His 
name  was  already  a  mark  for  the  invectives  of  one 
half  of  the  writers  of  the  ape."     What  did  he  do 
under  such  fearful  odds?    Succumb  and  play  the 
spaniel?  No:   "In,  the  cause  of  good  taste,  good 
sense,  and  good  morals,  he  gave  battle  to  the  etktr 
half?'  and  he  triumphed,  even  over  such  men  as 
Dry  den  and  Congreve,  as  well  as  over  all  the  myr- 
midons of  power.    Majorities  had  no  fears  for  him; 
and  I  should  entertain  a  very  different  opinion  of 
the  editorial  corps  in  this  country  if  I  could  be- 
lieve, for  a  moment,  that  the  frown  of  power  could 
ever  drive  the  mass  of  them  from  their  high  duties. 
On  the  other  hand,  much  charity  is  due  to  them  for 
errors,  when  happening.    They  are  obliged  to  take 
opinions  and  facts  often  at  second  hand.    They  are 
often  misled  in  their  views  by  others,  who  know 
better  than  they  do,  and  are  interested  to  mislead 
them.    They  are  educated  with  the  prejudices  and 
failings  ef  other  people,  and  sometimes  look  with 
jaundiced  eyes.    They  must,  also,  of  necessity,  in 
writing   so   much,    write    at    times    carelessly, 
hastily,     ignorantly,    and     hence     erroneously. 
Some  are  of  excitable  temperaments.    Are  we  to 
throw  the  first  stone  at  such?    Among  them,  too,  as 
in  all  professions,  are  some  that  are  venal,  with  a 
few  hacks  and  hirelings  without  requisite  training, 
honor,  or  morals;  and  who,  with  prostituted  pens, 
would  stab  by  an  inuendo,  or  murder  character  for 
bread.    But  many  of  them  I  know  to  be  the  reverse 
of  all  this,  gentlemen  in  manners,  ripe  as  scholars, 
with  elevated  talents,  and  integrity   unassailable, 
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and  evincing  justice  and  candor  even  to  political 
enemies.  As  conductors  of  newspapers,  they  oc- 
cupy a  most  important  citadel  in  defence  of  public 
liberty.  They  may  often  prove  its  palladium. 
Meaning  well,  and  doing  well,  in  the  main,  they 
ace  seldom  guilty  of  that  express  malice,  which 
constitutes  the  essence  of  crime  in  defamation.  I 
doubt  whether  half  as  many  real  libels  occur  as  is 
isaally  supposed.  But  some  are  inevitable.  In 
the  well  regulated  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, twenty  or  more  years  ago,  the  law  officers  of 
the  State  were  required  to  examine  the  files  of  a 
few  of  the  Boston  papers  of  both  political  parties, 
doling  some  months,  and  report  their  opinion  of 
the  number  of  libels  contained  in  them.  If  my 
memory  be  not  treacherous,  the  Tesult  was  some 
twenty  to  fifty  in  each  paper.  Yet,  perhaps,  these, 
en  a  fair  and  full  hearing  of  all  the  parties,  might 
have  dwindled  down  one-half;  and  most  of  the 
oarers  have  been  eases  of  libels  only  from  implied 
malice,  and  from  overweening  confidence  placed  in 
the  statements  or  opinions  of  indiscreet,  though 
powerful  advisers.  But  some  licentiousness,  I  re- 
peat it,  is  inevitable.  There  win,  at  times,  be 
overaction  on  both  political  sides,  coloring — hy- 
perbole. We  might  as  rationally  expect  to  have 
the  wonders  of  steam  without  any  explosions,  as  a 
free  press  and  no  libels  -,  to  have  fire  for  warmth 
and  the  aria,  without  any  conflagrations ;  or  storms 
and  tempests  to  promote  vegetation  and  hea'th, 
without  any  wrecks  or  inundations. 

While  the  Senate  shall  continue  to  elect  the  edi- 
tors of  party  papers  on  either  side  as  Printers,  they 
might  as  well  expect  to  see  the  play  of  Hamlet 
performed  without  the  character  of  Hamlet,  as  to 
see  all  Us  members  escape  criticism  and  censure  by 
their  Printers.  But  wrong  is  done,  at  their  peril; 
under  the  laws,  and  only  under  them,  and  in  the 
usual  forms  only,  let  excesses  be  corrected  or  pun- 
ished. Removing  persons  from  office  who  are  fa- 
vorable to  the  minority,  will  only  change  the  ob- 
jects of  attack  by  those  who  will  then  become  the 
Public  Printers.  Attacks  will  then  be  made  by  the 
new  Printers  on  the  minority.  But  still,  even  the 
majority  cannot  escape  from  them  from  other  quar- 
ters. It  is  a  delusion,  either  to  expect  it,  or  in  any 
way  to  discourage  or  prevent  free  discussion,  or, 
as  I  impute  no  bad  motives,  to  do  acts  which  are 
likely  to  possess  that  tendency. 

Ait  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Mabmum]  assigns  a  still  different  reason  for  re- 
moving the  present  Printers.  It  is  a  want  of  per- 
seacl  osfi/Sdtnes.  They  may,  he  says,  for  an  in- 
stance, disclose  confidential  messages.  But  have 
they  ever  done  it  heretofore?  And  if  they  have 
not,  and  have  given  a  bond  not  to  do  it,  and  taken 
an  oath,  also,  has  he  a  right  to  urge  such  an  objec- 
tion? Should  they  ever  be  guilty,  the  remedy  by 
suit  on  their  bond,  or  by  the  revocation  of  their 
contract,  aa  broken  on  their  part,  would  be  the  ob- 
viously proper  remedy.  If  we  now  punish  them 
beforehand,  and  in  a  different  way,  we  conviot  and 
punish  them,  not  for  *  crime  committed,  but  for  a 
mere  suspicion  that  one  may  be  committed.  We 
expel  them  for  a  possibility  of  wrong,  and  not  for 
a  wrong  itself,  what  an  act  for  the  greatest  con- 
stitutional tribunal  of  the  country  1  This  remark 
recais  to  my  mind  the  only  other  consideration 
with  which  1  shall  now  trouble  the  Senate  on  this 
extraordinary  resolution.  If  our  employment  of 
these  persons  as  Printers  involves  the  duties,  obli- 
gations, and  lights  of  a  contract,  as  well,  perhaps, 
as  aa  office,  it  is  manifestly  not  legal  to  remove 
them  on  any  cause,  or  for.  any  reason  yet  stated  in 
debate.  Nobody  contends  .here,  in  cases  like  this, 
if  amounting  to  contract,  that  one  party  to  it  can 
remove  the  other  party;  or,  that  this  body  can  re- 
move a  party  to  any  contract  running  to  the  United 
States  like  this,  and  properly  made,  unless  that  par- 
ty consents,  or  has  first  broken  it,  or  has  done  some 
act  incompatible  with  its  terms  and  character. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  any  of  these  have  occur- 
red in  respect  to  Blair  and  Rives.  Thr  only  ques- 
tion, then,  remaining,  is,  have  they,  in  this  case, 
any  rights  as  contractors,  or  in  the  nature  of  a  con- 
tract? In  this  inquiry,  if  the  appointment  of  these 
Printers  under  the  resolution  of  IS  19  was  uncon- 
stitutional or  illegal,  as  some  are  supposed  to  con- 
tend, their  contract  then,  and  since  entered  into, 


was  valid,  from  the  inherent,  absolute,  and  organic 
power  of  this  body  to  do  all  necessary  for  the  due 
transaction  of  their  business,  and  »  thus  authorize 
their  officers  to  enter  into  such  contracts  for  the 
performance  of  our  necessary  printing;  and  their 
case  would  then  be  that  of  a  mere  contract,  nothiag 
but  a  contract,  and  not  of  an  officer  connected  with 
it,  or  created  by  either  the  Constitution  or  the 
laws. 

Again:  whether  the  resolution  of  1819  be  consti- 
tutional or  not,  and  whether  the  Public  Printer  be 
an  officer  or  not,  it  can  be  made  manifest  that  he  is 
a  contractor,  or  has  rights  and  duties  under  a  con- 
tract; for  an  officer  may  be  also  a  contractor,  and 
may  have  rights  in  the  nature  of  a  contractor,  just 
as  much  as  if  he  were  not  an  officer.  In  this  case, 
the  nature  of  it,  and  the  facts,  show  not  only  that  a 
contract  was  made,  but  made  in  the  usual  form, 
and  not,  as  is  suggested,  without  authority  in  the 
Senate  to  have  it  made. 

The  resolution  of  1819  prescribes  how  the  print- 
ing shall  be  done,  the  prices,  and  when  the  Printer 
shall  be  designated  or  elected  by  the  Senate.  All 
these  having  taken  place  regularly,  and  a  bond 
duly  executed  to  the  United  States  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  that  act,  and  this  having  been 
the  practice  for  near  a  quarter  of  a  century,  are 
we  now  to  be  told  that  it  is  no  contract,  because 
the  Senate,  as  a  body,  cannot  enter  into  a  con- 
tract? 

How  are  our  laws  for  erecting  public  buildings, 
forts,  etc.?  Do  they  expressly  authorize  the 
Piesident  or  the  Departments  to  enter  into  contracts 
to  do  the  work?  On  the  contrary,  it  is  merely  im- 
plied, in  almost  every  instance,  from  the  nature  of 
the  case;  and  the  contract  is,  in  almost  every  in- 
stance, made  under  the  superintendence  of  the  ap- 
propriate Secretaries,  or  subordinate  officers,  and  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States,  as  both  were  in  this 
case,  and  not  in  the  name  of  the  Senate  or  of  the 
Departments,  or  by  the  President,  or  heads  of  De- 
partments, in  person.  The  contracts,  on  such  oc- 
casions, are  also  signed  but  by  one  party, 
or  are,  by  a  bond  of  one  party,  to  deliver  mate- 
rials, or  do  work,  as  here;  and  referring  to  a  law 
for  particulars,  or  annexing  a  schedule  of  them. 
But  in  whichever  form,  they  are  in  essence  equally 
contracts  and  binding;  or  all  our  obligations  of  this 
kind,  from  the  foundation  of  the  Government,  are 
invalid. 

Again:  it  is  said  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Paarroif,]  that  there  can  be  no 
contractor  or  contract  where  tbere!is  aa  election  of 
an  individual  But  ta  this  instance,  the  election  of 
a  particular  person  to  have  the  contract  has  been 
substituted  for  the  lowest  bidder,  formerly  in  use 
with  a  view  merely  to  fix  who  should  have  the 
contract.  This  has  been  done  to  procure  what  the 
member  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Mancom]  con- 
siders so  indispensable— i.  e.  a  Printer  who,  when 
selected,  has  the  confidence  of  the  body. 

This  is  the  whole  amount  of  the  election  in  the 
present  case.  Its  essence  or  substance — and  we 
are  now  looking  beyond  forms— is  a  mere  designa- 
tion of  the  person  who,  at  the  time  of  the  election, 
has  the  confidence  or  preference  of  the  body  to  re- 
ceive the  contract,  instead  of  the  lowest  bidder. 
Besides  this  consideration,  several  classes  of  offi- 
cers exist,  as  before  stated*  who  may  be  contrac- 
tors, or  possess  rights,  in  the  nature  of  a  contract, 
as  well  as  any  othtr  person,  and  still  be  officers. 

The  case  of  Dartmouth  College  and  Woodward 
—(4  Wheaton  Rep.  p.  657)— is  very  full  on  this 
point  It  was*  more  familiar  to  most  profes- 
sional gentlemen  twenty  years  ago  than  now,  or 
they  never  would  have  insisted,  on  this  occasion, 
that  there  could  bt  no  contract  where  a  person  had 
been  elected,  or  was  in  any  sense  an  officer.  I  say 
nothing  of  the  correctness  of  the  law  of  that  case  as 
to  the  distinctions  between  public  and  private  char- 
ers,  or  as  to  some  other  positions. 

But  I  read  from  it  a  few  passages,  to  show  how 
much  wider  a  range  is  there,  judicially,  given  to 
the  meaning  of  contracts,  and  rights  held  under 
contracts,  than  the  Senators  from  Delaware 
or  South  Carolina  have  seemed  to  suppose. 
The  case  itself  arose  under  that  clause  m  the  Con- 
stitution, which  bears  directly  on  the  present 
discussion,  and  which  provides  that  no  State  shall 


pass  any  "laws  impairing  the  obligation  of  con- 
tracts."—(Art.  1,  sec  9.) 

The  Confederation  took  it  for  granted,  that  Con- 
gress itself ,  or  either  House,  would,  in  their  more 
letired,  elevated  and  cautious  position,  never  do 
any  act  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  aid 
hence,extended  the  express  prohibition  to  the  Stains 
alone.  •  There  was  danger  from  them  in  the  cir- 
cumstance, expressed  by  a  member,  that  the  ••so- 
ber people  of  America,  had  seen  with  regret  and 
with  indignation,  that  sudden  changes  and  legisla- 
tive interference,  in  cases  affecting  present  rights, 
because  jobs,  in  the  haads  of  enterprising  and  h>  . 
fluential  speculators."  The  clause  was  introduced 
"to  shield  themselves  and  their  property  from  the 
effects  of  those  sudden  and  strong  passions  to  which 
men  are  exposed."  (6  C ranch.  87.)  Similar 
dangers,  it  now  seems,  may,  unexpectedly,  arise 
here  as  with  the  States;  but  justice  requires 
me  to  add,  that  none  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  appo- 
site side,  are  understood  to  claim  the  right  to  annul 
contracts  in  Congress  any  more  than  in  the  States, 
though  some  of  them  have,  I  think,  very  unfortu- 
nately, spoken  of  paying  large  or  small  damages, 
if  they  should  annul  contracts.  They  will,  how- 
ever, find  that  if  the  deplorable  violation  once 
takes  place,  in  the  flush  of  victory,  and  in  the  hot 
blood  of  passion,  any  reparation  in  damages  will 
be  but  a  feeble  atonement  for  violated  faith;  and  a 
stigma  will  be  fixed  on  the  character  of  the  Repub- 
lic, which  ages  cannot  remove.  The  damning  deed 
wilt  be  done.  The  little  ciedit  left  of  the  States 
will  be  lost,  and  the  high  credit  of  the  Union 
prostrated.  The  De  Tocqoevilles  and  Cheva- 
liers may  have  to  write  a  new  warning  to 
the  advocates  of  free  principles  abroad,  and  a 
new  chapter  of  bnrning  shame  to  us  on  the  rash- 
ness and  reckless  injustice  of  parry  madness  under 
free  institutions.  But  again  it  it  said,  we  can  re- 
pair damages.  What!  tec  to  be  lavish  of  the  peb- 
'  pie's  money  to  repair  the  damages  we  ourselres 
have  commited?    What  justice  and  economy  I 

Who,  also,  are  to  fix  or  estimate  the  damages? 
The  party  doing  the  wrong,  as  the  Senate  cannot 
be  sued.  What  an  impartial  remedy!  The  end 
of  such  a  beginning,  under  the  new  Administration, 
can  more  easily  be  imagined  than  seen. 

What  disastrous  comity  events  thus  cost  thdr  afts- 
iow  se/srv?  Is  this  the  first  act  in  a  drama  that  is 
to  advance  in  prescriptive  violence,  like  the  tragic 
scenes  enacted  in  the  Italian  Republics  of  the  mid- 
dle ages?  Are  our  historians  and  poets,  if,  unfor- 
tunately, politicians,  to  be,  like  Dante,  not  only 
proscribed,  but  banished?  Is  confiscation  to  fol- 
low in  case  of  contracts  and  property,  and  some 
apology  to  be  offered, by  talking  of  damages  estimated 
by  the  injuring  party  now  or  paid  at  seme  future 
period,  after  hope  long  deferred,  and  when  victory 
shall  hang  in  the  other  side  of  the  scales? 

Of  one  thing,  thank  God !  I  feel  satisfied— that, 
however  violent  causes  may  increase  and  inflame 
as  they  move  onward,  yet  the  atrocities  of  party 
rage  evineed  by  females  in  some  former  Republics 
can  never  be  revived  in  ours.  In  the  ruthless  pro- 
scription of  triumvirates,  none  of  our  fair  country- 
women can  ever,  I  trust,  under  the  humanity,  sym- 
pathy, and  benevolence  of  Christian  education,  call 
for  the  proscribed  head  of  a  political  opponent, 
and,  in  impotent  madness,  pierce  his  dead  tongue 
with  a  bodkin,  in  revenge  for  his  philippics  uttered 
against  demagogues,  profligates,  and  usurpers. 

But  one  moment  to  the  decision  of  our  highest 
judicial  tribunal,  as  to  what  constitutes  a  contract, 
rather  than  to  the  lexicographers  and  looser  defini- 
tions proffered  on  the  other  side. 

The  decision  in  the  case  of  Woodward  and  the 
Dartmouth  College,  was  not  that  indentures,  mutu- 
ally signed  by  two  parties,  or  unsealed  agreements 
so  signed,  alone  constitute  contracts,  as  some  defi- 
nitions read  seem  to  imply.  But  Chief  Justice 
Marshall,  in  that  case,  which  was  a  mere  charter 
by  a  Provincial  Governor,  to  a  few  persons,  as  of- 
ficers of  a  literary  institution,  declared,  that  "the 
opinion  of  the  court,  rfter  mature  deliberation,  is, 
that  this  it  a  contract,  the  obligation  of  which  canno* 
be  impaired  without  violating  the  Constitution*" 
(page  650.)  Again:  (page  656,)  "a  grant  is  a  con- 
tract." So  are  said  to  be  all  the  private  corpora- 
tions, such  as  banks,    turnpikes,  tand   railroads; 
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(page  669,)  though  having  officers,  and  making  offi- 
cers, almost  without  number.  And  Justice  Story 
adds,  in  respect  "to  grants  of  power  to  State  officers 
or  to  contracts,  relative  to  their  offices,"  &c. 
(pages  693  and  694.)  "When  the  Legislature 
makes  a  contract  with  a  public  officer,  as  in  the 
case  of  a  stipulated  salary  for  his  services  during 
a  limited  period,  this,  during  the  limited  period,  is 
joat  as  much  a  contract  within  the  purview  of  the 
constitutional  provision  as  a  like  contract  would 
be  between  two  private  citizens." 

Yet  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  contends 
that  the  Senate,  though  it  constantly  appoints  offi- 
cers, and  helps  to  fix  their  salaries,  cannot  eater  into 
any  contract,  or  be  in  any  way  a  party,  to  any 
contract.  And  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Pmstoh]  is  understood  to  contend  that  there 
can  be  no  contract  with  a  person  elected.  Again, 
Justice  Story  says:  "Many  dignities  and  offices,  ex- 
isting at  common  law,  are  merely  honorary  and 
without  profit,  and  sometimes  are  onerous.  Yet  a 
grant  to  them  has  never  been  supposed  the  less  a 
contract  on  that  account."  (page  699.) 

Bat  how  much  more  is  such  an  officer  a  con- 
tractor, if  a  grant  of  privilege  to  print,  etc.  is  made 
to  him,  and  the  party  to  be  protected  as  holding 
rights  under  a  contract,  if  he  possess  a  private  bene- 
ficial interest  in  the  duties  attached  to  the  station; 
and  if  large  amounts  of  property  are  to  be  held, 
procured,  and  delivered  under  the  contracts  as  in  the 
present  case,  and  for  a  limited  period,  and  at  certain 
prices.  The  judge  adds:  also,  "in  respect  to 
franchises,  whether  corporate  or  not,  which  in- 
clude a  permanency  of  profits,  such  as  a  right  of 
fishing  or  to  hold  a  ferry,  a  market  or  a  fair,  or  to 
erect  a  turnpike,  bank  or  bridge,  there  is  no  pre* 
fence  to  say  the  grants  of  them  are  not  within  the 
Constitution,"  (page  699.)  That  is,  there  is  no 
pretence  they  are  net  contract*,  or  do  not  involve 
the  rights  and  duties  of  a  contract. 

I  quote  the  remarks  to  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side,  that  they  may  call  to  mind  what  has  been  de- 
cided, and  said  in  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of 
the  country  on  points  analagous  to  that  in  dispute 
here,  and  how  they  have  differed  from  their  pre- 
sent position. 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  such 
a  tribunal,  officers  may  be  elected  or  appointed, 
and  still  have  rights  under  their  offices,  and  under 
grants  which  are  in  the  nature  of  a  contract,  which 
no  legislative  power  can  lawfully  impair. 

In  tbe  same  case,  it  is  held,  as  has  been  quoted, 
that  bank  charters  possess  a  like  character,  of  a 
contract;  and,  in  1833,  on  tbe  removal  of  the 
depositee,  to  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina [Mr.  Calhoun]  has  referred,  it  was  not  denied, 
by  the  then  Administration,  that  the  charter  gave 
certain  rights  in  the  nature  of  a  contract;  but,  the 
question  was  merely  concerning  the  extent  and  limi- 
tations of  the  contract.  The  Opposition,  at  that 
time,  concluded,  that  the  substance  of  the  contract 
prohibited  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  unless  first 
ascertained  to  be  unsafe  in  the  vaults  of  the  Bank. 
The  Executive  contended  there  was  no  such  limi- 
tation or  qualification,  because  the  charter  itself 
expressly  provided  "that  the  deposites  of  the  money 
of  the  United  Stat* 8  in  places  in  which  the  said 
Bank  and  the  branches  thereof  may  be  established, 
shall  be  made  in  said  Bank  or  the  branches  thereof,, 
unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  at  any 
time,  otherwise  order  and  direct,"  Ac.  (section 
16  h)  The  Secretary  did  "otherwise  order  and  di- 
rect," and,  consequently,  according  to  the  views  of 
the  Executive,  conformed  to  the  contract,  instead 
of  violating  it  by  removing  the  deposi'es. 

In  the  present  case,  the  other  indications  of  a 
contract,  beyond  all  which  has  yet  been  stated,  are 
decisive.  There  not  only  always  was  a  contract, 
and  nothing  but  a  contract,  before  1819,  but  always 
since  has  there  been  a  contract;  not  a  mere  bond  to 
perform  a  naked  public  trust,  as  in  cases  of  mere 
officers,  but  a  bond  to  comply  with  the  particulars 
of  the  joint  resolution,  and  thus  to  furnish  certain 
materials,  of  paper  and  ink,  which  equal  in  value 
nearly  half  the  stipulated  price  to  be  paid  for  the. 
whole  work.  No  such  contract  or  engagement 
exists  with  most  other  officers,  and  none  such  with 
mere  officers.  In  this  case,  the  law  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  bond  on  the  other,  make  it  a  part  of 


the  contract  on  the  one  side,  that  they  shall  furnish 
these  materials  during  a  limited  period,  which  is 
one  of  the  tests  of  a  contract  by  Justice  Story,  that 
is,  for  two  years,  or  the  next  Congress,  as  well  as 
to  perform  the  labor,  and  provide  a  fixed  capital, 
necessary  to  do  the  work  promptly,  in  types, 
presves,  etc.  This  capital  equals  thirty  or  forty 
thousand  dollars. 

Again:  on  the  other  side,  it  is  virtually  engaged, 
as  a  consideration  for  this  bond,  that  they  shall 
have  the  work  for  a  definite  time;  that  they  shall 
be  paid  a  stipulated  price  for  the  work,  during  that 
stipulated  time.  This  makes  it  exactly,  through- 
out, one  of  the  cases  adduced  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  to  illuitrae  what  is  a  contract,  in  the  case 
of  certain  officers.  Couple  these  considerations 
with  others,  before  mentioned  in  this  debate,  that 
these  Printers  are  designated  to  furnish  the  mate- 
rials, and  do  the  duties  as  ajlrm,  and  not  as  indi- 
viduals, showing  the  business  character  of  the 
case,  that  they  are  proposed  in  this  very  resolution 
to  be  dismissed  as  a  Jinn,  and  not  Mr.  Blair  alone— 
who  seems  alone  to  be  objectionable— that  they 
cannot  resign  without  our  consent,  which  is  the 
case  with  no  mere  officers — that  they  have  given, 
and  the  law  requires  them  to  give,  bonds,  not  to  do 
the  duties  of  an  officer,  but  "for  the  prompt,  accu- 
rate, and  neat  execution  of  the  work."  And  the 
whole  undertaking  comes  as  clearly,  as  any  case  on 
record,  within  the  form,  as  well  as  substance,  not  only 
•f  definitions,  but  of  decisions,  in  respect  to  contracts. 
Sound  common  sense,  and  immemorial  usage, 
cannot,  in  my  opinion,  justify  any  other  view  of 
the  subject.  No  scholastic  subtlety  can  long  be- 
wilder either  this  body  or  the  community  as  to  the 
real  essence  of  the  transaction.  However  party 
feeling  may  insensibly  warp  some  of  us  for  a  time, 
and  it  may  all  of  us — however  sudden  irritation 
may  have  provoked  and  rendered  plausible  the  ex- 
pression of  doubtful  opinions — however  any  Sena- 
tor may,  in  bis  zeal  to  serve  others  and  the  public, 
indulge  in  eloquent  indignation  at  supposed  vice— 
and  however  all  this,  under  human  frailty,  may 
make  some  feel  power  and  forget  right,  without 
any  motive  existing  actually  to  violate  vested" 
rights,  yet  the  scrutiny  of  free  discussion  and  of 
time  will  dispel  all  delusion.  All  attacks  on  pri- 
vate charters  and  contracts  have  a  revolutionary 
tendency;  and  one  of  the  sages  of  '76  is  depicted 
as  holding  up  to  the  world's  abhorrence  various 
encroachments,  and,  among  them,  a  broken  char- 
ter, and  other  lawless  acts  of  ministerial  power. 
Reactions  will  come.  Truth  must  follow  after 
falsehood,  and  though  sometimes  slow,  yet  sure: 
though  crushed  to  earth,  she  will  rise  again.  The 
people  at  large  are  sensitive  to  injustice  and  oppres- 
sion, though  committed  on  the  humblest  individual. 
An  emanation  from  Deity  himself  is  constantly  at 
work  in  the  human  heart  to  correct  evil,  to  bring 
back  erring  man  from  wrong,  and  to  do  justice  to 
the  aggrieved,  however  late. 

In  closing,  allow  me  to  invite  you,  before  you 
vote  for  the  present  resolution,  to  look  at  a  few 
cases  of  the  operations  of  such  a  feeling  and  prin- 
ciple in  man,  and  especially  in  relation  to  this  for- 
midable class  in  society,  composed  of  those  con* 
nected  with  the  public  press. 

In  our  provincial  weakness  as  colonies,  a  practi- 
cal printer,41  once  as  their  agent,  stood  before  tbe 
assembled  power  of  an  English  Parliament.  Though 
faithful  to  his  arduous  trust,  he  was  stigmatised  by 
the  reckless  Weddetburnes  of  that  day  as  a  libeller, 
and  guilty  of  various  other  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors, which  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  repeat. 
The  petitions  he  presented  were  trampled  in  the 
dust—the  prayers  of  his  constituents  rejected  with 
scorn— and  the  proscribed  and  insulted  agent  was 
driven  back  across  the  Atlantic  in  supposed  infa- 
my. He  at  once  devoted  all  his  energies  to  the 
cause,  and  did  more,  perhaps,  by  his  pen,  tongue, 
and  the  press,  than  any  other  individual,  to  prepare 
us  for  the  coming  crisis.  What  was  the  termination 
of  the  ouirage?  A  few  years  after  the  same  printer 
appeared  at  the  same  court  as  the  representa- 
tive of  thirteen  free,  independent,  and  sovereign 
Slates.  Rumor  adds,  that,  in  the  same  dress,  worn 
when  he  was  vilified,  he  then  and  there  affixed  hs 
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name  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  ia  which  his  oppo- 
nents  virtually  acknowledged  the  wrongs  they  had 
inflicted,  and  the  sacred  rights  we  had  claimed. 

But  nearer  home,  in  this  very  body,  within  tbe  re- 
collection of  many  of  us,  and  deeply  so  of  myself, 
a  printer  from  my  native  State,f  when  nominated  to 
office, was  rejected,  principally,  it  is  apprehended,  oa 
the  ground  of  a  supposed  libel  published  some  yean 
previously.  I  then  believed,  and  still  do,  that  lie 
was  imposed  on  by  others  as  to  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  that  no  express  malice  existed,  nor  aay 
intentional  wrong  was  designed  to  any  one.  But 
tbe  blood  was  up  even  in  this  grave  assemblage. 
Reason  was,  in  some  degree,  blinded  and  stifled  by 
honest  indignation,  at  what  was  considered  lieea- 
tiousness  of  the  press;  and,  without  trial  or  eoa- 
viction  in  the  courts  of  law,  and  with  a  private  life 
of  great  purity,  an  untiring  industry,  and  singular 
clearness  of  intellect,  he  was  driven  from  his  sub- 
ordinate office  in  apparent  disgrace.  Only  one  brief 
year  afterwards  what  did  we  behold  of  retaraiaf 
justice  and  popular  indemnity?  This  same  printer 
is  sent  here  as  the  representative  of  a  soreraga 
State,  to  sit  and  act  by  tbe  side  of  those  who  had 
rejected  him,  and  is  soon  afterwards  exalted  stnl 
further,  by  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  its  Chief 
Magistracy. 

One  other  illustration,  and  I  have  done. 

In  the  case  of  John  Wilkes,  known  wherever 
popular  liberty  is  known,  and  the  particulars  of 
which  need  not,  therefore,  be  detailed,  his  papers 
were  seized  by  the  minions  of  power,  under  a  gene- 
ral search-warrant,  because  be  had  caused  to  be 
printed  what  were  considered  libels.  Tbe  com- 
munity looked  to  the  outrage  by  such  a  seizure  on 
him  and  bis  papers,  and  his  domestic  sanotaary, 
rather  than  to  the  individual  guilt  or  innocence. 
They  regarded  the  oppression,  rather  than  the  cha- 
racter, of  the  intended  victim  of  ministerial  usur- 
pation. To  evince  their  indignation  at  the  profli- 
gate invasion  of  his  rights,  they  at  once  elected 
him  to  the  House  of  Commons.  From  that  Hoata 
he  was  expelled  (or  dismissed,  as  this  resolauoa 
would  term  it)  by  the  pliant  supporters  of  that 
ministry.  This  was  a  second  outrage,  not  mock 
less  flagrant  than  the  first,  and  the  people  again 
returned  him  there  by  acclamation.  Yea,  more* 
the  friends  of  liberty,  of  law,  and  the  sacred  rights 
of  property  and  domestic  exemption  from  inquisi- 
torial search-warrants,  caused  the  record  of  his 
expulsion  to  be  dtpunged.  It  stands  expunged  to 
the  present  day,  and  1  may  venture  to  predict  it 
will  continue  to  stand  expunged,  till  free  principle! 
themselves  shall  be  expelled  from  the  birthplace  of 
our  fathers. 

In  referring  to  this  case,  do  I  justify  the  condiet 
of  Wilkes,  in  many  respects?  ar  do  I  undertake 
officially  to  decide  on  any  general  imputations,  east 
in  debate,  on  tbe  present  Printers?  Far  from  it 
This  seems  to  me  not  to  be  the  proper  time  or  pro- 
per stage  in  the  proceedings  for  that  purpose.  Insy 
will  ably  vindicate  themselves,  I  have  no  doubt, 
when  notified  of  any  specific  charges  and  allowed 
to  defend  themselves  against  accusations  like  other 
free  citizens  in  a  free  country,  before  they  are  con* 
demned. 

But  Junius  justly  said  ef  Wilkes,  whatever  may 
have  been  his  character,  it  was,  in  a  public  view,  the 
precedent  and  the  principle,  and  not  his  character, 
which  was  most  involved.  Like  Paine,  during  the 
Revolution,  our  fathers  looked  to  his  polities, rather 
than  to  his  infidelity;  and  Mr.  Jefferson  afterwards 
generously  protected  him  for  bis  political  rather 
than  religious  principles.  Hence,  Junius-  preceded 
further,  and  observed  as  to  Wilkes,  if  he  had  vices, 
his  very  vices  pleaded  for  him  in  such  a  case,  be- 
cause they  were  made  an  apology  by  others  for  aa 
act  of  oppression.  Thus,  (Letter  11th:)  'But, let 
Mr.  Wilkes's  character  be  what  it  may,  this  at 
least  is  certain,  that  circumstanced  as  he  is,  with 
regard  to  the  public,  even  his  vices  plead  for  hua. 
The  people  of  England  have  too  much  discernment 
to  suffer  your  Grace  to  take  advantage  of  the  fail- 
ings of  a  private  character  to  establish  a  precedent 
by  which  tbe  public  liberty  is  affected,  and  which 
you  may  hereafter  with  equal  ease  and  justification 
employ  to  the  ruin  of  the  best  man  in  the  kingdom,9 
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Yea,  to  destroy  even  a  Wilberforc*,  a  Fox,  or  a 
Pitt,  in  the  first  moments  of  exultation  after  some 
party  victory.  Yes,  it  is  the  principle  in  which 
lark  the  poison  and  the  peril.  And  the  great  un- 
known, with  indignant  eloquence,  added:  "The 
laws  of  England  shall  not  be  violated  even  by  yonr 
holy  zeal  to  oppress  a  sinner." 

Mr.  WALKER  said  his  friend  from  Arkansas 
had  alluded  to  the  fact  that,  in  1833,  Gales  and 
SeatonJwer  e  declared  to  be  elected,  having  received, 
according  to  the  tellers  ninety-nine  votes, when  before 
Congress  reassembled  a  hundred  individuals  publish- 
ed under  their  signatures,  that  they  had  deposited 
their  ballots  for  Blair  and  Rives;  and  in  point  of 
fact,  though  the  tellers  announced  the  election  of 
Gates  and  Seaton,  that  Blair  and  Rives  were 
elected.  Now  this  result  must  have  been  either 
through  fraud  or  mistake;-  he  believed  it  was 
through  mistake,  for  he  hoped  the  day  would  not 
come  when  there  would  be  a  recourse  to  fraud 
in  either  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  to 
defeat  an  election.  But  whenever  it  was,  Blair 
and  Rives  were  duly  elected,  and  they  proposed,  in 
consequence  of  this  fact,  that  they  should  be  pro- 
claimed the  Printers  to  Congress.  Bat  what  was  the 
ground  then  taken  by  the  Whig  party,  and  by 
Gales  and  Seaton  in  editorial  articles,  which  he 
had  before  him,  and  to  which  he  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate?  And  these  sentiments 
were  not  only  promulgated  by  the  party  here  at 
that  period,  but  they  were  reaffirmed  by  the  Whig 
press  thronghout  the  Union  in  articles  republished 
from  those  of  Gales  and  Seaton,  who  were  nowto 
be  the  Printers  on  the  removal  of  Blair  and -Rives. 
In  an  article  published  in  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, on  the  37th  of  November,  1833,  in  which 
they  are  giving  their  reasons  why  they  should  be 
considered  Printers  for  the  two  years,  they 
treat  it  in  precisely  the  same  manner  that  the  elec- 
tion of  Blair  and  Rives  was  now  treated;  they  pro- 
claimed it  was  a  contract.  But  the  following  was 
their  own  language: 

"Passfof  bv  other  indication*  oflesser  consequence,  we  ar- 
ifvsa&thai  contemporaneous  one  with  which  we  began,  from 
Cincinnati,  concurring  in  the  scheme  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Patriot,  the  Albany  Argus,  the  New  York  Standard,  dec.  Hav. 
tog  travelled  thus  far  with  us,  the  reader  will  probably  bare 
made  «p  his  mind,  by  this  time,  that  a  deliberate  plan  has  been 
formed  here,  to  be  attempted  if  the  conspirator*  dare,  and 
which  all  the  organs  of  the  lower  Cabinet  are  busily 


By  dirty  and  despicable  arts,  endeavoring  to  accomplish,  for  un- 
dotag  (be  election  of  Primer 


1  made  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 


"Tbis  grand  project  of  the  cabal,  whose  existence  and  dan- 
gsfotss  inAaence  we  exposed  to  our  readers  in  se? eral  numbers 
during  th«  last  summer,  presents  itself  in  two  aspects,  the  one 
~    u  the  other  lboai~" 


And  here  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  denunciation  of  Gales  and  Seaton  of 
the  attempt  to  remove  them  as  both  "immoral  and 
illegal."  Such  was  the  charge  made  by  Gales  and 
Seaton,  in  1833,  against  that  act  which  was  now  to 
be  accomplished  by  their  friends  in  this  body — an 
act,  too,  of  which  the  men  who  denounced  it  then 
were  now  to  reap  the  fruit.  If  this  were  an  immo- 
rality and  an  illegality,  he  would  turn  it  over  to  the 
consciences  of  gentlemen,  when  they  came  to  give 
their  vote  for  Gales  and  Seaton  to  fill  the  vacancy 
now  to  be  created.  But  he  would  proceed  with 
that  part  ot  the  article  which  treats  it  as  a  contract 
with  Gales  and  Seaton.    It  is  as  follows: 

The  reason  for  thus  making  the  appointment  for  each  Con- 
gross  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  session,  was  of  course  to 
enable  the  contractor  to  prepare  the  necessary  materials  to 
enable  him  to  execute  so  extensive  a  work:  which  every  man 
of  liualnr—  knows  it  will  take  several  months  to  do.  After  the 
person  elected  has-giveo  the  lequired  bond,  the  contract  be 
twosobim  and  the  House  Which  has  chosen  him  is  complete, 
and  it  ks  only  in  ease  of  failure  in  the  proper  execution  of  the 
work:,  or  inconvenient  delay,  that  the  Secretary  or  Cierk  of 
either  House  con  employ  another  Printer  to  do  any  part  of  the 
work.  Bach  a  thing  has  in  tact  never  yet  occurred,  in  the 
coarse  of  fourteen  years  practice  under  the  resolution.'* 

•On  trio  3d  of  March.  1831,  just  at  the  close  of  the  Congress 
acxt  altar  that  in  which  the  above  measure  was  first  adopted, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  House  of  Repre- 


"Resolved,  That  this  House  will  forthwith  proceed  to  ballot 
for  a  Printer  to  execute  its  work  during  the  next  Congress,  ac- 
cording; to  the  provisions  of  the  resolution,  'directing  the  man- 
Bar  in  which  the  printing  for  Congress  shall  be  executed;  fixing 
the  prices  thereof,  and  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  Prin- 


on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1819. 


"Under,  this  resolution,  thoolecdon  was  mads  at  the  Sixteenth 
i mil i  isMi  lor  the  Seventeenth, .  and  so  continued 


,^r___-,__ I  to  be  mads, 

fr«fn"Ctogresi  to  Congress.' until  die  Twentieth  Congress, 
when,    upon  tht  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Re- 


trenchment, the  following  resolution  was  passed,  early  in  Feb- 
ruary, by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent uf  the  United  States: 

"A  RESOLUTION  amendatory  of  a  Joint  Resolution  passed 
3J  March,  1819. 
uRe*olved  by  the  Senate  and  Hpuse  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  Staes  in  Congress  assembled.  That  within  thirty 
days  before  the  adjournment  of  every  Congress,  each  House 
shall  proceed  to  vote  for  a  Printer  to  execute  its  work  for  and 
durisg  the  succeeding  Congress,  and  the  person  having  the  ma- 
jority of  all  the  voles  shall  be  considered  duly  elected;  and  that 
so  much  of  the  resolution  approved  the  3d  day  of  March,  1819, 
entitled  4A  resolution  directing  the  manner  in  which  the  print- 
ing for  Congress  shall  be  executed,  fixing  the  prices  thereof,  and 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  Printer  or  Printers,'  as  is 
altered  by  this  resolution,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed." 
The  resolution,  too,  set  forth  that,  in  case  of  the 
non- execution  of  the  work,  the  work  might  be 
done  by  another  Printer,  and  the  contractor  should 
pay  any  surplus  to  the  new  Printer  that  might  be 
allowed,  as  damages  for  ihe  non-execution  of  his 
duty.  Now  let  them  see  what  was  said  on  the  ef- 
fect of  the  joint  resolution  of  1819  and  1839: 

"Thus,  and  with  all  these  solemn  forms  and  sanctions,  was 
consummated  the  election  of  Printer,  which  the  Kitchen  Cabi- 
net, in  all  the  insolence  of  power,  with  matchless  presump. 
lion,  undertake  to  order  the  House  of  Representatives  to  set 
aside;  which  they  could  no  more  legally  do,  the  reader  will 
perceire,  than  they  could  now  set  aside  the  election  of  Mr. 
Adams  to  the  Presidency  In  1825,  and  declare  every  act  done  in 
consequence  of  it  to  have  been  illegal  and  void !" 

There  was  the  doctrine '  of  the  Whig  party  of 
1833,  promulgated  by  their  accredited  organ  in 
Washington  city,  and  under  circumstances  less 
strong  than  those  now  existing,  for  there  was  now 
no  allegation  that  Blair  and  Rives  were  chosen  by 
fraud.  Gales  and  Seaton  then  declared  that  it  was 
a  solemn  contract,  and  that  they  could  be  no  more 
dismissed  than  that  Mr.  Adams  could  be  dismissed 
from  the  Presidency  by  the  vote  of  Congress;  and 
yet  now  they  were  to  reap  the  fruit  of  the  act 
which  they  then,  in  elaborate  editorial  articles,  de- 
nounced as  illegal  and  immoral,  and,  to  use  their 
own  language,  as  an  act  of  "matchless  impu- 
dence." That  was  not  his  language,  but  the  lan- 
guage of  the  gentlemen  who  were  to  be  elected 
Printers  by  the  other  side,  who  were  about  to  do 
the  very  same  act  which  was  then  pronounced  to 
be  immoral  and  illegal,  and  "matchless  impu- 
dence. n  This  joint  resolution  had .  been  in  Jbrce 
for  twenty-two  years,  for  the  first  election  of  Gales 
and  Seaton  took  place  on  the  third  of  March, 
1819.  To  this  fact  let  him  call  the  attention  of 
this  body  and  the  country,  and  let  him  ask  if  this 
body  was  not  now  to  act  on  this  joint  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  acted  upon  at  the  following 
periods:  1819, '21, '23, '25,  *2V29, '31,  'S3,  '35, 
'37,  '39,  and  "41. 

There  was  not  one  single  gap  or  intermission  in 
this  body  from  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  to  this  pe- 
riod. There  were  examples  in  their  favor  for  twen- 
ty-two years,  under  all  the  mutations  of  party  and 
of  doctrine'  that  this  country  had  undergone,  and 
not  one  example  to  the  contrary;  but  at  this  late 
period,  this  Whig  Senate  was  about  to  create  an 
example  for  the  violation,  of  the  resolution  of  1819. 
For  the  first  time,  a  Whig  Senate  was  about  to  dis- 
miss a  Printer  appointed  nnder  that  joint  resolu- 
tion, for  never  had  either  House  given  them  one 
solitary  example,  during  a  period  of  twenty-two 
years,  to  justify  the  act  that  was  then  about  to  be 
performed  by  a  Whig  majority.  And  what  was 
the  ground  on  which  the  resolution  had  been  disre- 
garded in  the  other  House?  On  looking  at  the 
journals,  it  would  be  seen  that  they  were  twofold. 
One  was  a  dispute  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  the 
election — whether  it  should  be  by  ballot  or  viva 
voce.  They  failed  not  on  the  ground  that  the 
resolution  was  inoperative,  but  on  the  ground 
that  it  required  a  vote  of  two-thirds  to  take  the  re- 
solution up  for  action;  and  two-thirds  could  not  be 
found  to  agree  upon  a  day.  And  when  the  session 
was  hastening  to  a  close,  and  it  was  supposed  that 
an  attempt  to  act  upon  this  resolution  would  defeat 
bills  that  were  on  their  passage,  and,  therefore, 
two-thirds  cbuld  not  be  found  to  support  it,  this 
non-action  of  the  House  of  Representatives  was  to 
constitute  ground  for  the  deviation  of  the  Senate 
from  its  uniform  practice  from  1819  to  1841 !  But 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  set  them  ne  such 
evil  example,  as  that,  after  an  election  had  been 
consummated,  it  should  be  disregarded  and  set 
aside,  and  the ;  contract  rescinded.  The  specified 
grounds  on  which  the  contract  could  be  set  aside, 


were  a  failure  to  execute  the  work,  or  delay  in  its 
execution;  and  they  were  not  to  interpolate  on  that 
contract  provisions  that  were  not  in  it.  It  was  to 
be  a  contract  on  one  side,  as  well  as  on  the  other. 
It  was  obligatory  on  Blair  and  Rives,  as  one  of  the 
contracting  parties,  and  on  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  as  the  other,  and  the  only  other  contracting 
party;  and  yet  this  Senate,  the  party  entering  into  this 
contract  with  Blair  and  Rives,  were  to  be  the  sole 
judges  and  violaters  of  that  contract— an  example 
for  which  would  not  be  found  in  the  whole  coarse 
of  jurisprudence,  from  the  commencement  of  le- 
gislation down  to  this  time.  Blair  and  Rives  could 
neither  resign  nor  abandon  their  contract  without 
the  consent  of  the  Senate;  nor  release  themselves 
from  its  obligations;  and  was  it  ever  heard  or 
dreamed  of,  that  a  contract  was  binding  on  one  party 
and  not  on  another?  This,  then,  clearly  distin- 
guished it  from  all  other  cases  which  had  been  men- 
tioned in  debate.  He,  therefore,  implored  the  Se- 
nate to  maintain  the  good  faith  and  honor  of  the 
country,  in  which  they  had  so  deep  an  interest,  and 
not,  by  the  violation  of  this  contract,  set  an  evil 
example  to  the  respective  States  of  the  Union,  to 
impair  that  good  faith  which  should  ever  be  held 
inviolate.  He  would  rather  that  some  compro- 
mise should  be  effected  than  that  this  great  principle 
should  be  violated  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  MANGUM  read  various  extracts  from  the 
Globe  of  the  same  period,  maintaining  doctrines 
directly  the  reverse  of  those  contended  for  by  the 
Intelligencer. 

Mr.  WALKER  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  fact  that  that  doctrine  was  repudiated  by  the 
Democratic  party  to  which  it  was  directed. 

But  oae  word  more.  They  had  designated  a 
partnership  to  be  the  Printers  to  the  Senate,  and  he 
wished  to  inquire  whether  they  could  elect  a  part- 
nership to  an  office?  He  proposed  that  question 
for  the  consideration  of  his  friends  on  the  other 
side,  and  he  wished  them  to  think  well  of  it  before 
they  censummated  the  work  wwich  they  had  now 
begun.  Did  they  elect  Blair  and  Rives,  or  Gales 
and  Seaton,  as  they  did  their  Secretary  and  Ser- 
geant-ai-arms,  to  any  office  known  to  the  law? 
And  if  they  had  designated  two  individuals  as  one, 
on  what  principle  did  they  dismiss  both?  This 
showed  clearly  that  they  were  merely  designating 
contractors,  and  not  electing  officers. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  PRESTON,  the  Senate 
then  went  into  Executive  session. 

TflunsDAT,  March  11, 1841. 
The  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair  and  Rives  being 
under  consideration- 
Mr.  BERRIEN  resumed  the  debate,  this  day, 
in  support  of  the  resolution.  The  views  which  he 
expressed  at  some  length,  were  those  of  previous 
speakers.  The  resolution,  he  said,  affirmed  two 
things:  the  first  was,  that  the  Senate  had  power  to 
do  the  act  contemplated  by  that  resolution;  and  se- 
condly, that  there  was  cause  for  doing  it;  and  these 
involved  the  position  that  the  Senate,  as  now  as- 
sembled, was  invested  with  its  constitutional  pow- 
ers to  elect  its  own  officers,  which  included  the 
idea  that  it  had  the  power  also  of  dismissal.  They 
were  then  sitting  as  a  "Senate,"  the  Printer  was  an 
officer  of  the  Senate;  and  partaking  of  the  views 
and  feeling  of  the  majority  of  the  people  by  whom 
the  new  Administration  bad  been  called  into  office, 
their  organ  of  communication  with  the  people,  who 
was  necessarily  entrusted  with  most  confidential 
communications,  thould  not  be  the  editor  of  a 
leading  political  paper  of  that  party  which  had  al- 
ready announced  their  determined  opposition  to  the 
existing  Administration.  It  was  "the  very  error 
of  the  moon"  to  suppose  they  could  tolerate  or 
continue  these  Printers  one  instant  beyond  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  power  to  dismiss  them. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  six  years  ago  the  Senate 
happened  to  be  engaged  in  the  same  business  which 
now  occupied  its  attention.  He  happened  to  be 
in  connection  with  the  Senate  in  1835,  when  the 
the  actual  majority  of  that  day,  being  just  about  to 
go  into  a  minority,  proposed  to  bring  on  the  elec* 
tion  of  Printer  for  their  successors;  which  was  re- 
sisted by  the  minority,  who  were  then  soon  to  be 
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Ike  majority,  oh  the  grounds  which  had  been 
adopted  by  the  gentlemen  opposite,  who  had  argued 
the  question  dating  this  debate.  He,  (Mr.  BeKton,) 
on  that  occasion,  as  in  1833,  submitted  a  resolution 
to  repeal  the  joint  resolution  of  1819,  which  was 
now  treated  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  as  a 
nullity.  He  had  done  so,  because  standing  as  it  did 
on  the  statute  book,  it  was  clothed  with  all  the  forms 
of  law.  His  resolution  of  1833,  for  repealing  the 
tew  of  1819,  and  remitting  to  each  House  of  Con- 
gress the  election  of  its  own  Printer,  was  referred 
by  then  existing  majority  in  the  Senate  (which 
was  the  same  politically  as  now  existed  here)  to 
a  committee  composed  wholly  of  that  poli- 
tical party,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Rob  bins,  Poin- 
dexter,  and  Bibb.  That  committee  retained  the 
resolution  to  the  end  of  the  session;  they  then  re- 
ported against  it,  and  they  were  supported  by  the 
majority  in  the  Senate.  That  was  in  1833.  Iu 
1835,  the  same  course  was  taken  by  him  pretty 
early,  and  again  by  the  same  political  party  in  the 
Senate,  his  resolution  was  referred;  it  was 
then  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  consist- 
ing of  fire  members,  four  of  whom  were  of  the 
same  political  party  as  was  this  day  in  a  majority. 
That  resolution  was  so  referred,  in  opposition  to 
his  earnest  remonstrance,  to  a  couimi(tee,with  whom 
it  might  lie  long..  It  was  afterwards  brought  back 
with  the  decision  of  the  committee  against  the  re- 
peal of  the  resolution  of  1819,  and  again  the  Se- 
nate sustained  the  decision.  It  was  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  session  of  1835,  that  that  resolution  was 
brought  back,  when  it  was  reported  to  the  Se- 
nate by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Preston,]  and  thus,  by  tiro  committees  of  that 
body,  belonging  to  the  political  party  now  predo- 
minant in  this  body,  the  propriety  of  repealing  the 
resolution  of  1819  was  reported  against,  and  those 
reports  were  acquiesced  in  by  the  majority  of  the 
Senate.  The  joint  resolution,  then,  which  for  a 
week  past  had  been  treated  by  the  other  side  as  a 
nullity,  was  adhered  to  by  them  in  1833  and 
1635,  and  adMered  to  on  a  proposition  be- 
ing made,  and  coming  regularly  before  the  Se- 
nate, to  decide  the  propriety  of  taking  it  off  the 
statute  book.  On  the  24th  of  February,  1835,  po- 
litical power  being  about  to  shift  itself  on  others, 
the  election  of  Printer  was  brought  on.  He,  (Mr. 
Benton,)  and  others,  made  all  the  resistance  to  it 
that  they  could;  and  he  believed  they  stated  their 
objections,  if  not  as  strongly,  at  least  as  broadly,  as 
the  gentlemen  opposite  now  do.  They  urged  the 
impropriety  of  the  bringing  on  an  election  by  gen- 
tlemen who  were  leaving  their  seats,  and  imposing 
on  their  successors  an  officer  of  another  political 
party,  who  might  be  unacceptable  and  disagreea- 
ble to  them.  He  (Mr.  Benton)  said  he  should 
look  upon  it  as  the  exercise  of  mere  power,  which 
would  not  be  obligatory  on  those  succes- 
sors, and  which  they  might  disregard  if  they 
would;  and,  therefore,  for  one,  he  undertook  to  say 
then  that  be  should  disregard  it,  and  that  he  should 
not  submit  to  the  imposition  of  a  Printer  of  the  ad- 
verse political  party  upon  them,  but  that  he  should 
more,  in  his  place,  at  tne  next  session,  to  set  the 
Printer  aside  and  take  another  up.  Of  all  this  he 
gave  notice  in  his  place;  and  when  gentlemen  made 
their  objections  to  this  election,  a  fortnight  ago,  and 
said  they  were  not  bound  by  it,  but  would  move  to 
set  it  aside  when  they  were  competent  to  dolr,  it 
seemed  to  him  they  were  reading  out  of  his  own 
book.  Indeed,  he  had  the  book  brought,  and  the 
language  was  found  exactly  to  correspond.  No- 
thing could  be  more  explicit  than  the  statements 
he  made  on  that  occasion.  Standing  in  his  place, 
he  promised  he  would  make  a  motion  to  set  the 
election  aside,  and  to  go  into  an  election  for  them- 
selves: it  was  all  in  the  book  which  lay  before  him, 
hot  he  would  not  trouble  the  Senate  with  reading  it. 
He  made  the  pledge;  but  on  the  ensuing  session 
coming  round,  was  that  pledge  redeemed?  Did  he 
move  to  set  the  election  aside?  Did  he  move  to 
supersede  Gales  and  Seaton,  and  go  into  the  elec- 
tion of  another  person?  No;  he  did  not.  He  gave 
the  notice,  but  when  the  time  came  round,  he  ne- 
ver made  the  movement.  Why?  For  want  of 
will  within  himself?  He  presumed  not.  Why 
then?  Because  the  gentlemen  elected  were  per- 
fectly    agreeable     to    him?      By    no    means. 


They  were  gentlemen  of  adverse  politics,  and 
they  were  far,  he  assured  the  Senate,  from 
sprinkling  him  and  his  party  with  lavender.  The 
gentlemen  were  adverse  to  him  in  politics,  their  pa- 
per was  disagreeable  to  him;  and  yel  did  he  move 
to  £et  their  election  aside?  Did  he  take  a  step  to 
redeem  the  pledge  he  had  given?  No,  not  one  step; 
and  why?  Because  the  body  of  the  Democratic 
party — some  might  have  forgotten  it  as  a  transient 
thing— utterly  refused  to  go  into  it.  He  did  not 
know  that  he  found  a  backer  among  them;  but  so 
far  he  could  speak,  that  his  political  friends  refused 
to  go  into  the  election  of  a  Printer,  and  for  the  rea- 
sons here  given:  Messrs  Gales  and  Seaton  had 
entered  into  a  contract,  they  were  the  Printers  to 
the  Senate  for  two  years,  and  the  Democratic  party 
permited  them  to  serve  out  their  two  years— the 
Democrats  being  the  majority.  Twice,  then,  under 
such  circumstances,  were  adverse  printers  permit- 
ted to  hold  their  contract— twice,  and  for  two  years 
each  time,  were  they  ptrmitted  to  hold  it  to  the  end 
of  the  term.  He  mentioned  this,  for  the'  parpose 
of  showing  how  his  political  friends  had  acted 
heretofore.  He  did  not  quote  it  to  show  his  own 
consistency,  or  of  doing  honor  to  himself:  not  at  all. 
It  was  to  remind  them  of  what  his  friends  had  done, 
and  thereby  to  do  justice  both  to  those  present  and 
those  absent;  for  the  purpose  of  showing  how  the 
Democracy  had  used  its  power,  when,  on  two 
former  occasions,  they  utterly  refused  to  touch  the 
contract  of  the  Printer.  It  was  to  bring  that  fact 
to  the  minds  of  Senator?,  and  not  to  go  into  any 
argument,  that  be  had  ruen;  and  every  word 
he  had  spoken  was  confirmed  by  the  book 
before  him.  He  did  this  to  bring  it 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  country 
— he  did  it  for  the  purpose  of  confronting  profes- 
sions with  practice.  The  Democratic  party  had 
been  described  as  the  "spoils  party,"  the  "intole- 
rant party,"  "the  "proscriptive  party,"  and  the 
party  which  swept  every  thing  away  that  differed 
from  them.  Another  party  had  come  in  which  was 
to  "proscribe  proscription ."  That  was  the  profes- 
sion on  which  the  gentlemen  had  come  in;  but, 
without  going  into  generalities,  take  the  case  now 
before  them,  and  how  stood  it?  The  last  gentleman 
who  had  addressed  them,  [Mr.  Berrien]  had  sum- 
med up  their  whole  doctrine,when  he  said  they  could 
not  tolerate  for  an  instant— which  was  the  smallest 
subdivision  of  time — Printers  of  adverse  politics 
to  do  their  business. 

Then,  while  the  tolerant,  the  merciful,  the  cle- 
ment, the  anti-prosciiptive  Federalists  refuse  to 
tolerate,  for  one  instant;  the  intolerant,  proscribing, 
tyrannical  Democrats  were  tolerant  for  four  years — 
at  two  ends  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  two  years  at  a 
time,  and  for  two  years  at  the  end  of  (hat  time,  bad 
they  tolerated  Gales  and  Seaton.  He  would  con- 
clude with  again  saying  that  he  had  made  these  ob- 
servations only  for  the  purpose  of  doing  justice  to  the 
Democracy— to  show  them  consistent  and  uniform 
in  1833,  and  1835,  and  in  1841— and  in  showing 
the  Federalists  refusing  to  be  bbund  by  a  law  in 
1841*  and  treating  it  as  a  nullity,  which  they  re- 
fused to  repeal  in  1833  and  1835;  in  showing  tbem 
as  adhering  to  the  joint  resolution  of  1819,  when 
it  is  in  favor  of  Gales  and  Seaton,  and  trampling 
it  under  foot  when  it  is  in  favor  of  Blair  and 
Rtvbs. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  about  being  taken, 
when 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  that  many  Sena- 
tors were  absent,  being  necessarily  occupied  in  pre- 
paration for  their  departure  for  their  hemes;  and 
that  it  should  not  be  taken  without  some  little  no- 
tice o  the  absentees,  as  they  had  some  business  in 
Executive  session  to  transact,  he  would  move  that 
the  Senate  go  into  Executive  session,  and  at  3 
o'clock,  the  question  be  taken. 

Most  of  the  Senators  now  appearing  in  their 
seats,  he  waived  the  motion,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  taken,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bay- 
ard, Berrien,  Choate,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Dixon,  Evans,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Ker, 
Mangnm,  Merrick,  Miller,  Moorehead,  Porter,. 
Preston,  Rives,.  Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Tallmadge,  White,  and  Woodbridge— £6. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 


houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King, 
Linn,  MacRoberts,  Nicholson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wood- 
bury, and  Wright— 18. 

So  the  resolution  to  dismiss  Blair  and  Rives  as 
Printers  ef  the  Senate  to  the  97th  Congress  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  moved  the  folio  wing 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  official  bond  taken  from  Blair 
and  Rives,  as  Printers  of  the  Senate  of  the  37th 
Congress,  be  delivered  to  them  by  the  Secretary'  of 
the  Senate. 

On  this  Mr.  BENTON  called  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  the  motion  was  carried  by 
a  precisely  similar  vole  to  that  on  the  above  ques- 
ion — yeas  26,  nays  18. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  Executive  session,  and 
afterwards  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Monday,  March  14,  1841. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  the  following  letter  of 
Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives,  which  was  read: 
Globe  Oppic«, 
Washington,  15th  March.  1841. 

On  the  12th  inst.  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  sent  to  as  a 
letter  enclosing  our  bond  for  executing  the  printing 
for  that  body  during  the  27th  Congress;  the  con- 
tents of  which  letter  we  did  not  know  when  it  was 
1  handed  to  ue;  and  on  examining  its  contents,  we 
immediately  returned  it  to  the  Secretary's  office, 
where  it  was  left,  with  a  letter  demanding  of  him 
all  the  copy  that  has  been  ordered  to  be  printed,  or 
that  may  be  ordered  to  be  printed,  by  the  Senate, 
during  the  27th  Congress. 

We  now  inform  the  Senate  that  we  are  prepared, 
and  have  been  ever  since  our  election,  to  execute 
any  printing  that  has  been  ordered;  and  shall  keep 
ourselves  prepared  to  execute  all  the  printing  that 
may  be  ordered  by  the  Senate  during  the  27th  Con- 
gress; and  we  hereby  respectfully  demand  the  copy 
of  all  that  has  been  ordered,  and  all  that  may  be 
ordered  during  the  27th  Congress,  as  fast  as  the 
orders  shall  be  made. 

Respectfully, 

BLAIR  &  RIVES. 
To  the  8enede  of  the  United  States. 

The  letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PRESTON  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 
as  follows:  It  is,  1  am  sure,  painfully  within  the 
recollection  of  the  Senate,  tbat  a  few  days  since  a 
very  unpleasant  collision  occurred  on  this  floor  "be- 
tween the  Senator  from  Kentucky  and  the  Senator 
from  Alabama.  Any  interruption  of  the  hafaitial 
and  characteristic  harmony  of  this  body,  or  the  par- 
liamentary decorum  of  its  proceedings,  is,  under 
any  circumstances,  deeply  to~be  regretted,  but  espe- 
cially in  the  present  case,  inasmuch  as  the  mani- 
festation Of  heat  occurred  between  Senators  of  such 
long  and  distinguished  standing.  It  might  well  be 
supposed  tbat  nothing  but  mistake  or  accident 
could  have  led  to  such  a  result;  and  thoroughly 
convinced  of  this,  I  rue,  Mr.  President,  to  stale 
my  conviction  of  the  existence  of  misapprehen- 
sion, and  to  state  succinctly  the  mode  in  which  it 
occurred. 

On  the  occasion  alluded  to,  the  Senator  from. 
Kentucky,  conceiving  that  the  remarks  of  the  Se- 
nator from  Alabama  were  calculated  and  intended 
to  be  injurious  to  his  character,  and  personally  of- 
fensive, retorted  in  language  of  direct  affront — lan- 
guage which  I  am  convinced  he  could  nothave  em- 
ployed, but  under  a  deep  sense  of  injury,  la  this 
view  of  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  ftom  Alabama, 
I  believe  he  was  mistaken.  Indeed  I  am  convinced, 
from  information  which  has  casually  come  to  my 
possession,  that  the  Senator  from  Alabama  did  sot 
intend  to  be  personally  offensive.  At  the  bottom  of 
this  affair,  therefore,  there  is  a  misapprehension, 
which  I  announce  with  pleasure,  and  in  the  confi- 
dent belief  that,  being  announced,  the  honorable 
and  distinguished  Senators  will  permit  no  personal 
difficulty  to  arrest  an  adjustment  which  is  earnestly 
demanded  by  the  Senate  and  the  country. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  shared  with  the  Senator  iWm 
South  Carohna  [Mr.  Passion]  in  the  regret  «bkh 
he  had  manifested,  on  account  of  the  occurrence 
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(Continued  from  M.  15  ) 
ditfurbing  the  omul  harmony  and  good  feeling 
whieh  prevailed  in  the  Senate,  to  which  he  had 
alluded;  and  he  bore,  with  pleasure,  testimony  to  the 
honorable  and  high  minded  feelings  which  had 
prompted  that  Senator  to  make  the  appeal  whieh 
he  had  just  presented. 

Before  he  (Mr.  C.)  proceeded  to  respond  particu- 
larly to  that  appeal,  he  wished  to  submit  a  few 
general  observations  to  the  Senate  in  regard  to 
the  privileges  of  Congressional  or  Parliamentary 

<tesa* 

Every  Senator  had  the  most  perfect  right  to 
speak  with   the  utmost  freedom  of  those   who 
were  in  power;  be  mignc  uenoonce  them  as  arbi- 
trary,  wicked,  and  incompetent,  and  their  mea- 
sures as  tyrannical,  corrupt,  and  ruinous  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  country.    So  it  was  equally 
the  rjght  of  every  member  to  deliver  his  sentiments 
without  reserve  on  the  character  of  all  persons  not 
members  cf  the  body,  but  whose  names  or  cha- 
racters wereconnected  with  the  subject  under  debate, 
and  all  brought  before  the  Senate  as  candidates  for 
anmatmentto  office.    All  this  a  member  has  a 
right  to  do  under  no  other  responsibility  than  that 
which  his  own  conscience  and  public  opinion  im- 
pose. But  while  this  right  wa«  clear  and  undeniable, 
was  essential  to  the  due  discharge  of  official  duty, 
and  was  in  no  case  to  be  be  restrained,  the  same  liber- 
ty did  not  extend  to  the  language  of  Senators  towards 
each  other,  or  in  reference  to  their  motives.    In 
speaking  to  or  of  each  other,  the  utmost  respect 
and  decorum  ought  ever  to  be  preserved,  all  per- 
sonality avoided,  and  especially  all  imputation  of 
improper  motives.    Under  these  impressions  as  to 
the  privileges  of  debate,  and  guided  by  these  rules, 
Mr.  C  had  spoken,  a  few  days  since,  of  the  elder 
Editor  of  the  Globe  newspaper,  whom  it  was  then 
proposed  to  dismiss  from  the  office  of  Printer  to  the 
Senate.    Had  not  that  individual  been  thus  legiti- 
mately and  directly  before  the  body,  he  should  have 
forborne,  as  he  had  always  hitherto,  in  his  public 
station,  forborne,  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  him  or 
the  paper  which  he  edits.    Notwithstanding  ten 
years  of  the  most  unparalleled  abuse  and  wanton 
and  irascrupulous  attacks  of  himself,  Mr.  C.  had 
remained  silent;  and  so  he  should  still  have  re- 
mained; bat  when  the  name  of  that  person  was  di- 
rectly before  the  Senate,  and  his  character  and 
oondoet  of  a  public  journal  became  a  legitimate 
subject  for  its  consideration,  he  had  felt  it  to  be  his 
light  lo  speak  of  him  in  the  terms  he  had  done. 
When,  on  the  next  day,  the  Senator  from  Alabama 
(Mr.  Kim)  addressed  the  Senate,  he  must  say  that, 
vrbile  that  gentleman  was  speaking,  he  had  thought 
that  there  was,  on  his  part,  a  studied,  a  premeditat- 
ed, and,  as  he  then  believed,  a  preconcerted  design 
to  make  an  assault  upon  him  and  his  character. 
And  when  the  Senator  concluded  by  instituting  a 
comparison  of  Mr.  C.  to  a  man  whom  he  had,  but 
ihe  day  before,  declared  to  be  infamous,  and  of 
whom  he  had  spoken  as  a  common  libeller,  and 
of  his  paper  as  libellous,  he  did  not  donbt  that  his 
object  was  a  personal  offence  to  Mr.  O.    It  was 
under  this  impression  that  Mr.  C.  had  addressed  to 
the  Chair  some  remarks  which,  he  intended  as  a 
deliberate  offence  to  that  Senator. 

Bat  it  was  due  to  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  as 
well  as  to  himself,  to  state  that  he  had  since  re- 
ceived satisfactory  information,  on  which  he  placed 
implicit  reliance,  that  there  had  been  no  purpose  or 
intention  on  the  part  of  that  Senator  to  offer  any 
personal  affront  to  Mr.  C.  or  to  cast  the  slightest 
imputation  on  his  character  or  honor.  Mr.  C.  had, 
therefore,  been  mistaken  as  to  the  design  which  he 
had  supposed  that  Senator  to  entertain;  and  he 
most  have  entirely  misapprehended  the  language 
esnployed.  Ready,  therefore,  at  all  times  prompt- 
ly to  repair  an  injury,  as  he  hoped  he  ever  should  be 
to  repel  an  indignity,  and  always  taking  more  plea- 
sure to  repair  t^an  to  repel,  and  without  any  regard 


to  the  nicety  of  mere  technical  forms,  to  which 
those  acquainted  with  bim  well  knew  he  never  at- 
tached great  importance — usder  the  circumstances 
as  thus  explained,  and  with  the  undei standing 
which  he  now  bad  of  the  real  intentions  of  that  Se- 
nator, it  was  with  infinite  pleasure  he  now  de- 
clared every  epithet  in  the  least  derogatory  to  bim, 
to  his  honor,  or  to  bis  character,  to  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  KING  said:  I  concur  with  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  as  to  the  duty  which  every  Senator  owe 
to  himself  and  to  the  body  of  which  he  is  a  mem- 
ber. He  should  studiously  avoid  all  personalities, 
and  keep  himself  strictly  within  the  rules  of  order, 
and  never  depart  from  decorum  in  debate.  I  have 
long  been  a  member  of  the  Senate,  and  I  can  fear- 
lessly appeal  to  my  brother  Senators  to  say, 
whether,  on  any  occasion,  I  have  violated  pre- 
scribed rules,  or  been  guilty  of  indecorum  in  de- 
bate. • 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  from  whoever  he 
received  the  information,  has  not  been  misinform- 
ed. That  Senator  having,  with  his  characteristic 
frankness,  explicitly  withdrawn  the  injurious  ex- 
pressions used  by  him,  I  now  feel  myself  at  liberty 
to  state,  and  I  do  it  in  the  same  spirit  of  frankness, 
that  nothing  which  was  said  by  me  was  intended  to 
be  personally  offensive  to  that  Senator;  nor  was  it 
my  design,  in  any  manner,  to  derogate  from  his 
character  as  a  gentleman  or  man  of  honor.  I  make 
this  statement  with  pleasure;  for, while  I  am  always 
prepared  to  defend  my  honor  when  assailed,  I  care- 
fully avoid  attacking  others. 

Mr.  PRESTON  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the 
satisfactory  termination  of  the  misunderstanding 
between  the  Senators;  and  then,  on  his  motion, 

The  Senate  then  went  into  Executive  session,  and 
when  the  doors  were  again  opened, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  was  discussing  a  motion  snbmit- 
ed  by  Mr.  Rivss  in  relation  to  printing  letters  of 
the  Adjutant  General  and  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  in  connection  with  the  memorial  of  Ocneral 
Jesup  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  during  the 
last  session  of  Congress. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  WRIGHT 
and  BENTON  on  the  ground  of  the  impropriety 
and  irregularity  of  transacting  business  of  a  legis- 
lative character  during  an  executive  session  of  the 
Senate;  while  they  expressed  their  willingness  to 
vote  for  the  printing  of  any  document  which  might 
be  necessary  for  the  elucidation  of  the  subject,  if 
the  motion  for  it  was  submitted  at  the  proper  time. 

The  motion  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  RIVES, 
ARCHER,  and  PRESTON,  and  was  agreed  to— 
ayes  20,  noes  10. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  a  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President,  and  inform  him  that  the  Se- 
nate were  prepared  to  adjourn  if  he  had  no  further 
tee  had  performed  that  duty;  that  the  President 
communications  to  make,  reported  that  the  commit- 
had  informed  them  that  he  had  no  further  commu- 
nications to  make;  and  expressed  to  them,  and  de- 
sired it  to  be  communicated  through  them  to  the 
body,  his  wishes  for  the  health  and  happiness  of 
the  members  of  the  Senate,  and  for  their  safe  return 
to  their  homes  and  families. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT, 

The  Senate  adjourned  tins  die. 


REPORT 
OF  THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTA- 
TIVES OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 
In  compliant*  with  the  "Act  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
want  of  additional  paymaster*,  and  for  other  pur- 
potes,"  passed  July  4, 1836. 

Oppiciovthb House ovRbps.  U.S. 
March  4, 1641. 

In  obedience  to  the  6th 'section  of  the  "Act  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  additionaTpaymas- 
ters,  and  for  other  purposes,"  pasted  July  4, 1836, 


which  requires  "the  Secretary  of  the  8enate  and 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  soon 
as  may  be  after  the  close  of  each  session  of  Con- 
gress, to  publish  a  statement  of  all  appropriations 
made  during  the  session;  and  also  a  statement  of 
the  new  offices  created,  and  the  salaries  of  each; 
and  also  a  statement  of  the  offices,  the  salaries  of 
which  are  increased,  and  the  amount  of  such  in- 
crease," the  Clerk  ol  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives submits  the  accompanying  statements. 

H.  A.  GARLAND, 
Clerk  House  of  Representatives, 

Statement  of  appropriations  mads  charing  the  SU  session 
of  the  26A  Congress  cf  the  United  Statu  of  Ameri- 
ca, 9pec\f§ing  the  amount  emd  object  of  each. 
2d  Sxssiom  26th  CoMoaisf. 

H.  R.  No.  525.    For  the  support  of  the  Government^ 
in  part,  fir  the  year  1841. 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  members  of  Congress  and 
Delegates  .    1950,000  00 

For  pay  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives 25,000  00 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all 
other  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Senate  95,000  00 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all 
ether  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives     ....     100,000  00 

For  the  payment  of  the  sums  due 
by  law  to  the  several  messen- 
gers of  the  respective  States,  as 
compensation  for  conveying  to  the 
seat  of  Government  the  vote  of  the 
electors  of  the  said  States  for  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  .       12,000  00 

H.  R.  691.  For  the  eiaUand  diploma- 
tic expenses  af  the   Government  far 

%  las  year  1841. 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members 
of  Congress  and  delegates  111,408  00 

For  pay  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ....       19,900  00 

Fer  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all 
other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Senate  •     •      •  35,000  00 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all 
other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  15,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  and  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral .  •  .  60,000  00 
For  salary  of  the  secretary  to  sign 

? stents  for  public  lands,  per  act  of 
uly  fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty' six  ....         1,500  00 
For  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Secretary  of  State  90,300  00 
For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Department   of  State,   including 

Snblishing  and  distributing  the 
tws  25,000  00 

For  compiling,  printing,  Ac.  the  Bien- 
nial Register         .  .  1,000  00 

For  the  superintendent  and  watchmen 
of  the  northeast  executive  build- 
ing ...  1,50000 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said 
building,  including  fuel,  labor,  oil, 
and  repairs  3,350  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury    .  19,450  00 
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For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  said 
office,  per  set  of  the  twenty-third 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  entitled  "An  act.  to  regulate 
the  depositee  of  the'  public  mo- 
ney"        •  .  .        3,600  00 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury  3,500  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  aad 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  First 
Comptroller  .  19,300  00 

For  compensation  to  the  Second 
Comptroller  .  3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Se- 
cond Comptroller,  including  the 
compensation  of  two  clerks  trans- 
ferred from  the  office  of  the  Fourth 
Auditor     ....       12,250  00 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Audi- 
tor of  the  Treasury  .  3,000  00 

For  compensation  te  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  First 
Auditor     .  .  .  .       15,900  00 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Au- 
ditor of  the  Treasury       .  .         3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in.the  office  of  the  Se- 
cond Auditor        .  .  .       17,900  00 

Fur  compensation  to  the  Third  Audi- 
tor .  .  .  .        3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and      ^ 
messengers  in  the   office  of  the 
Third  Auditor       .  .  .       29,650  00 

For  compensation  to  two  clerks  em- 
ployed on  claims,  under  the  act  of 
the  eighteenth  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  .        2,400  00 

For  compensation  to  the  Fourth  Au- 
ditor ....         3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the 
Fourth  Auditor     .  .  .       16,950  00 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Au- 
ditor        .  •         .  ...         3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the 
Fifth  Auditor        .  .  9,800  Of 

For  compensation  to  two  clerks  in 
the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor, 
according  to  the  act  of  the 
seventh  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-eight     .  .     .      .        3,000  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States         .  .        3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in/  the  office  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  10,750  00 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury      •  .  .  .        3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  Re- 
gister of  the  Treasury       .  24,200  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office, 
per  act  of  fourth  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six      .  .        3,000  00 

For  compensation  of  the  recorder, 
solicitor,  draughtsman,  and  assist- 
ant draughtsman,  clerks,  messen- 
gers, and  packers,  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissioner  ef  the  General 
L*nd  Office  .  95,500  00 

For  compensation  to  the.  Solicitor  of 
of  the  Treasury    .  3,500  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Soli- 
citor of  the  Treasury        .  .         3^50  00 

For  translating  foreign  languages, 
and  transmitting  passports  and  sea 
letters,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretar 
ry  of  the  Treasury  .  .  300  00 

For  stating  and  printing  the  public 
accounts,  including  a  deficiency  ia 
former  appropriations       .  1,800  00 

For  stationery,  piinttng,  and  all  other 
TOUjagent.expenses  of  the  Treasu- 
ry Department,  vis: 

Far  the  office  of  the  First  Comptrol- 


ler 
For  the  office  of  the  Second  Comp- 
troller      .... 
For  the  office  of  the  First  Auditor 
For  trie  office  of  the  Second  Auditor 
For  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor 
For  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor 
For  the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor 
For  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States 

For  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury. 

For  the  office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury 

For  eighty-three  thousand  pieces  of 
parchment  and  printing,  books, 
and  stationery,  advertising,  and 
contingent  expenses  af  the  Gene- 
ral Land  Office;  and  for  books  and 
blanks  for  district  land  offices 

For  compensation  of  the  superinten- 
dent and  watchmen  of  the  south- 
east executive  building     . 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  build- 
ing occupied  by  ibe  Treasury,  in- 
cluding, fuel,  labor,  oil,  carrying 
the  department  mails,  and  sealing 
shirs'  registers  .  . 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  including  the  mes- 
senger in  the  bounty  land  bureau, 
and  the  clerkship  under  the  act  of 
April  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighteen,  transferred  back 
from  Pension  Office  on  the  first  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty         .... 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  War     . 

For  books,  maps,  and  plans  for  the 
War  Department  . 

For  compensation  of  extra  clerks 
when  employed  in  said  office 

For  compensation  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs    . 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office         .... 

for  compensation  of  the  Commis- 
sioner ot  Pensions 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers for  the  office  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions,  authorized 
by  the  act  of  ninth  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six 

For  compensation  of  clerks  trans- 
ferred from  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  the  office  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions 

For  compensation  of  one  clerk  trans- 
ferred from  the  Navy  Department, 
per  act  March  fourth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 

For  compensation  of  clerk  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  Com- 
manding General  . 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  Adju- 
tant General 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  Quarter- 
master General    . 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  Paymas- 
ter General 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  Commissary 
General  of  Purchases 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
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sary  General  of  Subsistence        .        4,300  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office       3,200  00     ' 

For  compensation  of  clerkB  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  Chief 
Engineer  ♦  5,W  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office       1,500  00- 

For  compensation  to  oleik  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  Surgeon  Ge- 
neral       .  .  •  •        1,650  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  of- 
fice .  .  550  00 

For  compensation  of  a  clerk,  at  one 
thousand  dollars,  under  the  act  of 
April  twenty,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighteen,  transferred  from  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
the  said  office  of  Surgeon  General .        1,000  00 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  Ordnanc&iffioe  8,350  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  of- 
fice  ....        1.55000 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  Topographi- 
cal Bureau  >        2,900  00 

For  compensation  of  a  clerk,  at  one 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars, 
transferred  from  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  the  Pension 
office,  to  be  transferred  from  that 
office  on  the  first  of  March,  eigh- 
teen hundred  aad  forty-one  .        1,170  SO , 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,        1,735  00 

For  compensation  of  the  superintend- 
ent and  watchmen  of  the  north- 
west executive  building    .  .        2,250  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
building,  including  rent  of  Bounty 
Land  office,  for  labor,  fuel,  oil,  and 

.  repairs,  and  for  the  contingencies 
of  the  fire-engines  and  apparatus  •        4,700  00 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy,  after  deduct- 
ing one  clerk  transferred  to  the 
Pension  office,,  per  act  of  March 
four,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty, 
at  sixteen  hundred  dollars  .       11,950  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  sat  d  office,        3,000  GO 

For  compensation  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Navy  Board  .      10,500  Q0 

For  compensation  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  Board  .  -        3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messenger  of  the  Navy  Board       .        8,450  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  of- 
fice .  .  .  .        2,500  00 

For  salary  of  superintendent  and 
watchmen  of  the  executive  build-    . 
ing  1,850 « 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  build- 
ing, including  fuel,  labor,  oil,  re- 
pairs of  building,  engine,  and  im- 
provemeats  of  the  grounds  .         3,350  00 

For  compensation  to  three  Assistant 
Postmasters  General,  per  act  July 
three,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ^ 

and  thirty-six       .  .  .        7,500  00' 

For  compensation  to  clerks  aad  mes- 
sengers in  the  General  Post  Office       48,$P0  00 

For  salaries  of  two  watchmen  .  GOO  00 

For  topographer  and  additional  clerks 
in  said  office,  per  acts  March  three, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  aad 
thirty-nine,  and  &4ay  eight,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty, 
and  a  clerk  to  keep  the  appropria- 
tion account  .  .       11,500  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
including  fuel  for  the  Auditor's  of- 
fice., and  four  thousand  dollars  for 
rent  of  building  occupied  by  the 
department  .  .       10,50s  00 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of 
the  Post  Office  .  .         3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  decks  and:  ma** 

sangelsinsaid office         :  f 5|*09  M 

For  eleven  additional  clerks  in  -aajd: 
office,  per  act  of  July  seven,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-       , 
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eight         ....       13,200  00 
For  contingent  expenses  of  Faid  of- 
fice, including  the  expense  of  quar- 
terly  books,  stationery,  printing, 
and  pay  of  laborers 
Por  compensation  of  the  Surveyor 
Genera!,  northwest  of  the  Ohio    . 
ftr  compensation  to  elerks  in  his  of- 
fice, per  act  of  ninth  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  thirty-six 
P»r  compensation  of  the  Surveyor 
General  of  Illinois  and  Missouri  . 
For  compensation  to  elerks  in  bis  of* 
nee,  per  act  of  ninth  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  tbirtj- 
she  ... 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor 
General  of  Arkansas 

For  compensation  to  his  clerk?,  per 
act  of  ninth  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty -six 

For  compensmiioii  ef  the  Surveyor 
General  of  Louisiana 

For  compensation  to  his  clerk?,  per 
act  of  ninth  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor 
General  of  Mississippi 

For  compensation  to  his  clerks,  per 
act  of  ninth  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor 
General  of  Alabama  • 

For  compensation  to  his  clerks,  per 
act  ninth  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-six 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor 
General  of  Florida 

For  compensation  to  his  clerk,  per 
act  ninth  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thiny-six  500  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor 
General  of  Wiskonsan  and  Iowa, 
per  act  of  June  twelve,  one  thou- 
sand eight  handled  and  thirty* 
eight         ....         1,500  00 

For  compensation  to  bis  clerks,  per 
net  June  twelve,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight  1,600  00 

For  extra  •letks  and  draughtsmen 
in  the  offices  of  the  Surveyors  Ge- 
neral, in  addition  to  the  unexpend- 
ed balances  of  former  appropria- 
tions, to  be  apportioned  to  them 
according  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  service  7,200  00 

For  extra  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the 
Surveyors  General  to  transcribe 
field  notes  of  survey,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preserving  them  at  the  seat 
of  Government,  in  addition  to  the 
unexpended  balances  of  former 
Appropriations,  viz: 

Office  of  the  Surveyor  General  north- 
west of  the  Ohio  .  4,500  00 

Office  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Il- 
linois and  Missouri  3,000  00 

Office  of  the  Surveyor  Geaeral  of  Ar- 
kansas     .  1,500  ()0 

Office  of  the  Surveyor  General  of 
.Louisiana  1,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  Commission- 
er of  Public  Buildings  in  Wash* 
ington,  per  act  of  the  twenty-firu 
of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty      .  .        3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  Commissioner, 
from  the  twenty-first  July  to  tip 
thirty-first  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty    .  312  00 

For  compensation  to  two  assistants 
to  the  Commissioner,  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Potomac  bridge,  at 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day, 
including  oil  foe  lamps,  fuel,  and 
repairs      ...»       31,360  00 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and 

elerks  of  the  Mi,ot  .       18,900  00 

For  pay  ef  laborers  in  the  various 


departments  ot  the  Mint  . 

For  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses, including  the  wastage  of 
gold  and  silver,  fuel,  materials, 
stationery,  water  rent,  and  taxer, 
in  addition  to  the  unexpended  ba- 
lance of  the  appropriation  of  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty 

For  specimens  of  ores  and  coins  to 
be  reserved  at  the  Mint 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
clerk  of  the  branch  Mint  at  Char- 
lotte, North  Carolina         .  . 

For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various 
departments  of  the  same  . 

For  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  same 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
clerk  of  the  branch  Mint  at  Dah- 
lonega,  Georgia     . 

For  payment  of  laborers  in  the  va- 
rious departments  of  the  same 

For  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  same 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
clerks  of  the  branch  Mint  at  New 
Orleans     .... 

For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various 
departments  of  the  same  . 

For  wastage  of  gold  and  silver,  and 
for   contingent   expenses   of  the 


94,000  00 


For  compensation  of  the  Governor, 
Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  Wis- 
konsan Territory  . 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  said 
Territory 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  pay 
of  officers,  printing,  furniture,  sta- 
tionery, fuel,  and  all  incidental 
expen&es  .... 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor, 
Judges,  and  Secretary  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Iowa 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  Ter- 
ritory        .... 

For  pay  and  mileage  to  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly,  pay  of  officers, 
printing,  stationery,  fuel,  and  all 
other  incidental  expenses . 

For  compensation  of  the  Governor, 
Judges,  and  Secretary  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida    . 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  Ter- 
ritory       .... 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members 
of  the  Legislative  Council  of  said 
Territory,  pay  to  the  officers  of  the 
Council,  printing,  furniture,  rent, 
stationery,  fuel,  and  all  other  inci- 
dental expenses    . 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  jus- 
tice, the  associate  judges,  and  dis- 
trict judges  of  the  United  States    . 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  justice 
and  associate  judges  of  the  District 
of  Colombia,  and  of  the  judges  of 
the  criminal  and  orphans'  courts  of 
said  District 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  provi- 
sions of  the  aet,  approved  on  the 
second  of  February  instant,  'Mak- 
ing temporary  provision  for  luna- 
tics in  the  District  of  Columbia"  . 

For  compensation  of  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States 

For  compensation  of  clerk  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  Attorney 
General    . 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  of- 
fice ...  . 
For  compensation  to  the  reporter  of 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court    . 
For  compensation  te  the  district  at* 
torneys  and  marshal?,   including 
those  In  the  several  Territories 
For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
Supreme,  Circuit,  and    District 
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1,000  00 

6,000  00 

3,500  00 
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6,000  00 
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1,000  00 
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9,100  00 
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20,000  00 

9,100  00 
350  00 
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13,500  00 
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27,125  00 
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12,700  00 


3,000  00 
4.000  00 

1,500  00 

500  00 

1,000  00 

14,450  00 


Courts  of  the  United  Stales,  includ- 
ing the  District -of  Columbia;  also 
for  jurors  and  witnesses,  in  aid  of 
the  funds  arising  from  fines,  pe- 
nalties, and  forfeitures,  incurred  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  for- 
ty-one, and  preceding  years;  and 
likewise  foj  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  suits  in  which  the  United 
States  are  concerned,  and  of  prose- 
cutions for  offences  committed 
against  the  United  States,  and  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  prisoners         .     325,000  00 

For  the  payment  of  annuities  and 
grants  by  special  acts  of  Congress  900  00 

For  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  compensation 
of  the  superintendent  and  assist- 
ants ....     100,000  00 

For  compensation  of  the  two  keepers 
of  the  public  archives  in  Florida  .         1,000  00 

For  salaries  of  registers  and  receiv- 
ers of  land  offiees  where  there  are 
no  sales    ....        3,600  00 

For  expenses  in  relation  to  the  relief 
of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the 
United  Stales  3,000  00 

For  allowance  to  the  law  agent,  as- 
sistant counsel,  and  district  attor- 
ney, under  the  acts  providing  for 
the  settlement  of  private  land 
claims  in  Florida  .  .  .        5,000  00 

For  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
light-house?,  floating-lights,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  and  stakeages,  includ- 
ing the  purchase  ef  lamps,  oil, 
wicks,  buffskins,  whiting,  and  cot* 
ton  cloth,  transporting  oil,  Ac. 
keepers1  salaries,  repairs,  improve- 
ments, and  contingent  expenses    .     484.072  00 

For  the  payment  of  Lugi  Persico  and 
Horatio  Greenougb,  for  statues  to 
adorn  the  two  blockings,  east  front 
of  the  Capitol  .  .         8,000  00 

For  payments  to  the  artists  engaged 
in  executing  four  historical  paint- 
ings for  the  vacant  panels  of  the 
rotunda  of  the  capitol *  .        8,000  00 

For  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
the  penitentiary  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  .  8,381  00 

To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the 
years  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  and  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty,  in  the  fund  for  the  relief  of 
sick  and  disabled  seamen,  as  esta- 
blished by  the  act  of  third  May, 
for  ascertaining  and  marking  the 
southern  boundary  of  Iowa  Terri- 
tory, under  the  act  of  eighteenth 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  .  414  86 

For  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  new 
custom-house  building  at  Boston  .     100,000  00 

For  del  raying  the  cost  of  extra  work 
on  the  public  warehouse  at  Balti- 
more       ....         3,000  00 

For  payment  of  arrearages  for  com" 
pleting  the  custom-house,  New 
York        ....       34,321  tl 

For  the  payment  of  expenses  incur- 
red by  the  collector  of  New  York, 
under  the  act  of  seventh  of  July, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 
to  remit  the  duties  upon  certain 
goods  destroyed  by  fire  at  the  late 
conflagration  in  the  city  of  New 
York  .  .  700  00 

For  the  payment  of  certain  certifi- 
cates, being  the  balance  of  a  for- 
mer appropriation  carried  to  the 
surplus  fund  on  the  thirty-first 
December,  one  thousand  eight  - 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  .  500  00 

For  furniture  for  the  President's 
House,  of  American  manufacture, 
so  far  as  may  be  practicable  and 
expedient,  to  be  expanded  unaV 
the  direction  of  the  President,  in 
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7,582  50 


9,638  00 


11,188  44 


7,550  00 

5,000  00 
100,000  00 

3,000  00 


addition  to  the  anils  of  the  sales 

of  decayed  furniture,  the  sum  of  .        6,000  00 

For  annual  repairs  of  the  Capitol, 
attending  furnaces,  water  closets, 
lamp-lighting;  oil,  laborers  on  Ca- 
pitol grounds,  tools,  keeping  iron 
pipes  and  wooden  fences  in  order, 
attending  at  gates,  gardener's  sala- 
ry, and  for  top-dressing  delicate 
and  valuable  plants 

For  annual  repairs  of  the  President's 
house,  gardener's  salary,  horse  and 
cart,  laborers  and  tools,  and  for 
amount  due  F.  Masi  and  Compa- 
ny for  repairs  on  furniture 

For  completing  back  buildings,  grad- 
ing ground*,  and  cutting  balance  of 
stone  for  vest  portico  of  the  new 
Treasury  building,  and  paying  for 
materials  delivered 

For  fluting  columns  of  portico  of 
new  Patent  Office,  finishing  roof, 
and  the  cut  atone  work  of  said 
building,  and  paying  for  materials 
delivered  .... 

For  enclosing  new  jail  yard,  in  the 
city  of  Washington 

For  new  General  Post  Office  building 

For  completing  court- house,  in  ihe 
city  of  Alexandria 

For  payment  to  the  stone-cutters,  and 
the  other  workmen  on  the  Treasu- 
ry building  and  the  new  Patent 
Office  building,  of  the  sums  allow- 
ed them  by  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  superintend  the 
prosecution  of  the  work  in  the 
construction  of  said  buildings,  in 
fulfilment  of  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  twentieth  of  July, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty  19,993  31 

For  surveying  the  public  lands,  in 
addition  to  the  unexpended  ba- 
lances of.  former  appropriations, 
to  be  apportioned  to  the  several 
surveying  districts  according  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  service, 
including  office-rent  snd  fuel,  for 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  for- 
ty-one      ....      55,000  00 

For  retracing  certain  old  surveys  in 
the  State  of  Alabama,  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  four  dollars  a  mile  .       15,000  00 

For  surveys  in  Missouri,  in  the  towns 
named  in  the  act  of  twenty-sixth 
May,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  six 
thousand  dollars  appropriated  for 
the  same  object  by  the  act  of  eighth 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  \  3,000  00 

For  surveying  fire  hundred  miles  of 
detached  and  unfinished  lines  in 
Illinois  and  Missouri,  principally 
in  the  military  district,  Illinois,  at 
a  rate  not  exceeding  six  dollars  a 
mile         ....        3,000  00 

For  salaries  of  ministers  of  the  United 
States  to  Great  Britain,  France, 
Russia,  Prussia,  Austria  and 
Mexico     ....       54,000  00 

For  salaries  of  the  secretaries  of  le- 
gation to  the  fcame  places  .  13,000  00 

For  salary  of  the  minister  resident  of 
the  United  States  to  Turkey  .        6,000  00 

For  salaries  of  the  charges  des  af- 
faires to  Portugal,  Spain,  Den- 
mark, Sweden,  Holland,  Belgium, 
Brazil,  Chili,  Peru,  New  Grenada, 
Venezuela,  Texas,  Naples,  and 
Sardinia    ....       63,000  00 

For  salary  of  a  drogoman  to  the  lega- 
tion to  Turkey      .  .  2,500  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  all  the 

missions  abroad    .  30,000  00 

For  outfits  of  ministers  to  Austria 
and  Great  Britain,  and  of  charges  i 

des  affairs  to  Venezuela    ,  ,      82,500  00  U 


of  the  Northeastern  boundary  line 

For  salaries  of  the  consuls  of  the 
United  States  at  London,  and  Pa- 
ris .... 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  Ame- 
rican seamen  in  foreign  countries  . 

For  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  stationery, 
and  other  expenses  in  the  office  of 
the  American  consul  at  London, 
per  act  of  January  nineteenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the 
Barbery  Powers    . 

For  fhe  contingent  expenses  of  fo- 
reign intercourse   . 

For  salary  of  the  principal  and  two 
assistant  librarians,  pay  of  the  mes- 
senger, and  for  contingent  expenses 
of  the  library 

For  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 
library  in  Congiess 

For  the  payment  of  arrearages  incur- 
red in  enforcing  the  neutrality 
laws  on  the  northern  and  north- 
western frontier    . 

And  for  the  continuance  of  the  sur- 
vey of  the  coast  of  the  Gul!  of 
Mexico     .... 

For  the  balance,  certified  as  due  to 
the  agent  and  commissioners  at 
Havana,  to  procure  the  archieves 
of  Florida,  and  transmit  them  to 
this  country,  and  in  fnll  execution 
of  the  laws  upon  this  subject 

For  compensation  to  William  W. 
Chew,  late  acting  Charge*  d'Af- 
faires  at  Russia,  from  the  twenty- 
third  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-nine,  till  the  twenty-first  of 
September,  eighteen  hundred  and 

,  forty,  the  difference  between  his 
salary  as  Secretary  of  Legation 
and  the  pay  of  a  Charge"  d'Affaires 
during  that  period 

For  the  pay  and  mileage  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  for  the  extra 
session  of  that  body,  to  be  conven- 
ed in  its  Executive  capacity  on 
the  fourth  day  of  March  of  the 
present  year 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Senate  for  the  extra  session,  includ- 
ing the  pay  of  messengers,  service 
of  horses,  fuel,  stationary,  and  all 
other  contingent  items  of  the  extra 
session      .... 

For  a  hydrographic  survey  of  the 
coasts  of  the  Northern  and  North- 
western lakes  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President 

The  Librarian  of  Congress  is  autho- 
rized to  employ  an  additional  as- 
sistant, who  shall  receive  a  > early 
compensation  of  eleven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars    . 
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For  the  service  of  the  General  Post 
Office  for  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-one,  in  conformity 
to  the  act  of  second  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six: 

For  transportation  of  the  mail 

For  compensation  of  postmasters 

For  ship,  steamboat,  and  way-let- 
ters .    '       . 

For  wrapping-paper 

For  office-furniture 

For  advertising        jj 

For  mail -bags 

For  blanks    . 

For  mail -locks,  keys  and  stamps 

For  mail  depredations  and  special 
agents       .... 

For  clerks  for  offices 

For  miscellaneous     * 

H.  R.  637.  For  the  expenses  of  an 
exploration,  and  survey  of  that  part 
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3,280,000  00 
1,050,000  00 

40,000  00 
25,000  00 
5.000  00 
36  000  00 
35.000  00 
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of  the  United  States,  which  sepa- 
rates the  States  of  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  from  the  British  Pro- 
vinces     .... 


75,000  00 
|8  517,079  39 


H.  R.  580.    Fw  ikt  supper*  of  tkt  Anm  J$r  tk 
ysar  1841. 

For  the  pay  of  the  army      .  .  1,173,028  00 

For  subsistence  of  officers    .  .     514,489  01 

For  forage  of  officers'  horses  114,571  00 

For  payments  in  lieu  of  clothing  not 
drawn  in  kind       .  .  .      80,030  00 

For  subsistence,  exclusive  of  that  of 
officers      ....     648,899  00 

For  clothing  of  the  army,  camp  and 
garrison  equipage,  cooking  uten- 
sils, and  hospital  furniture  .    505,737  00 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  depart- 
ment        ....      38,0001)0 

For  the  regular  supplies  furnished  by 
the  Quartermaster's  Department, 
consisting  of  fuel,  forage,  straw, 
stationery,  and  printing    .  .     261,000  00 

For  barracks,  quarters,  and  store- 
houses, embracing  the  repairs  and 
enlargement  of  barracks,  quarters, 
store  houses  and  hospitals ;  the 
erection  of  temporary  canton- 
ments, and  of  gun-houses  for  the 
protection  of  cannon;  the  purchase 
of  tools  and  materials,  and  of  fur- 
niture for  the  barrack-rooms;  rent 
of  quarters  for  officers,  of  barracks 
for  troops  where  there  are  no  pub- 
lic buildings  for  their  accommoda- 
tion, of  store-houses  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  subsistence,  clothing 
and  other  military  supplies,  and  of 
grounds  for  summer  cantonments, 
and  encampments  for  military 
practice     ....    160,00000 

For  transportation  of  officers'  bag- 
gage, when  travelling  on  duty 
without  troops       .  .  .      65,000  00 

For  transportation  of  troops  and  sup- 
plies, viz:  transportation  of  the  ar- 
my and  baggage;  freight  and  ferri- 
ages; purchase  or  hire  of  horses, 
mules,  oxen,  carts,  wagons,  and 
boats,  for  purposes  of  transporta- 
tions or  garrison  use;  drayage  and  n 
cartage;  hire  of  teamsters;  trans- 
portation of  funds  for  the  pay  de- 
partment; expense  of  transport  ves- 
sels, and  of  procuring  water  at  such 
posts  as  from  their  situation  require 
it;  transportation  of  clothing  irom 
the  depot  at  Philadelphia  to  the  sta- 
'  lions  of  the  trocps;  of  subsistence 
from  the  places  of  purchase  and 
delivery  under  contracts  to  such 
points  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
service  may  require;  of  ordnance* 
ordnance  stores,  and  arms  from  the 
foundries  and  arsenals  to  the  forti- 
fications and  frontier  posts,  and  of 
lead  from  the  mines  to  the  several 
arsenals     .           .           .            .     242,000  00 

For  the  incidental  expenses  of  the 
Quartermaster's  Department;  con- 
sisting of  postage  on  public  letters 
and  packets;  expenses  of  courts 
martial  and  courts  of  inquiry,  in- 
cluding compensation  to  judge  ad- 
vocates, members  and  witnesses; 
extra  pay  to  soldiers  under  the  act 
of  March  second,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nineteen;  expenses  of  express- 
es, and  of  the  interment  of  non- 
commissioned officers  and  soldiers; 
hire  of  laborers;  compensation  of 
clerks  in  the  offices  of  j  the 
quartermasters  and  assistant  quar- 
termasters, at  •  posts  where  their 
duties  cannot  be  performed  without 
such  aid,  and  of  temporary  agents 
in  charge  of  dismantle^  works  and 
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fat  the  performance  of  other  duties; 
expenditures  necessary  to  keep  the 
two  regiments  of  dragoons  com- 
ptele,  including  the  purchase  of 
horses  to  supply  the  place  of  those 
which  may  be  hist  and  become  un- 
fit for  the  service,  and  the  erection 
of  stables. 
For  the  contingencies  of  the  army  • 
For  exnm  pay  to  re-enlisted  soldiers, 
and  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  recruiting  sernee 
For  the  current  expenses  of  the  oid- 


Fot  the  armament  of  fortifications  • 
For  ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  and 


For  the  national  armories    • 

For  arsenals 

For  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  re- 
building the  arsenal  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina 

For  repairs  and  improvements  and 
new  machinery  at  the  Springfield 
armory 

For  repairs  and  improvements  and 
new  machinery  at  the  Harper's  Per- 
ry armory 

For  the  expense  of  preparing  draw- 
ing •  of  a  uniform  system  of  anil- 
lery  •  •  •  • 

For  the  purchase  of  saltpetre  and 


For  continuing  the  barracks,  quar- 
ters, Ac  at  Fort  Smith    . 

For  barracks,  quarters,  Ac  at  Tur- 
key rtrer  . 

For  continuing  the  military  road  jtn 
dm  western  frontier  •  . 

For  continuing  the  barracks,  quar- 
ters, Ac  at  Sackett's  Harbor 

For  preventing  and  suppressing  hosti- 
lities in  Florida,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  conformably  to  the 
acts  of  Congress  of  the  nineteenth 
of  March  and  the  second  of  July 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
and  the  acts  therein  referred  to,  viz: 
For  forage;  for  freight  or  trans- 
portation of  military  supplies  of 
every  description  from  the  place  of 
purchase  to  Florida;  for  the  pur- 
chase of  wagons  and  harness,  of 
boats  and  lighters,  and  other  ves- 
sels, of  horses,  males,  and  oxen  to 
keen  up  dm  trains,  of  tools,  leather, 
and  other  materials  for  repairs; 
for  transportation  within  Florida, 
including  the  hire  of  steamboats 
and  other  vessels  for  service  in  the 
ri vera,  and  on  the  coasts;  and  the 
expenses  of  maintaining  the  seve- 
ral steamboats  and  transport 
schooners,  connected  with  the  ope- 
rations of  the  army;  for  hire  of 
meeJsenks;  laborers,  mule-drivers, 
teamsters  and  other  assistants,  in- 
cluding their  subsistence;  for  mis- 
cellaneous and  contingent  charges, 
and  for  arrearages  in  eighteen 
hnndred  and  forty 

For  removing  the  raft  of  Bed  river 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War 

For  the  designating  and  marking  the 
boundary  line  between  the  State 
of  Michigan    and    Territory  of 


137,000  00 
9,000  00 


48,749  00 

85,000  00 
100,000  00 

80,000  00 
360,000  00 
120,000  00 


95,000  00 

90,000  00 

38,000  00 

3,600  00 

30,000  00 

50,000  00 

15,000  00 

5,000  00 

1,000  00 


1,061,816  00 
75,000  00 

6,000  90 
#6,041,919  00 


H.  R.544.    For  fat  netolaYretef /or  frWyssr  1841. 

For  pay  of  commission,  warrant,  and  petty  officers 
and  seamen  .  |9,335,000  00 

For  pay  of  supeiientendents,  naval 
constructors,  and  all  the  civil  esta- 
blishments at  the  several  yards     .      40,000  00 

**f«°vttonf  .    500,000  00 


For  increase,  repair,  armament,  and 
equipment  of  the  navy,  and  wear 
and  tear  ofareuels  in  commission  9,000,000  00 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
which  sum  shall  be  expended  in 
building  and  equipping  war  stea- 
mers of  medium  size. 

For  medicines  and  surgical  instru- 
J,     menu,  hospital  stores,  and  other 

expenses  on  account  of  the  sick    .      30,000  00 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire  95,000  00 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Charles- 
town,  Massachusetts  49,000  00 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Brook- 
lyn, New  York     .  78,000  00 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania  9,000  00 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Wash- 
ington, District  of  Columbia  11,000  00 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Gosport, 
Virginia    ....      49,000  00 

For  improvement  and  neeefcsary  re- 
pain  of  the  navy  yard  near  Pen- 
sacola,  Florida     .  90,000  00 

For  defraying  the  expensess  that 
may  accrue  for  the  follow  iog  pur- 
poses, viz:  For  the  freight  and 
transportation  of  materials  and 
stores  of  every  description;  for 
wharfage  and  dockage,  slorge  and 
rent;  travelling  expenses  of  offi- 
cers, and  transportation  of  seamen; 
house  rent  to  pursers,  when  duly 
authorized;  for  funeral  expense;; 
for  commissions,  clerk  hire,  office 
rent,  stationery,  and  fuel  to  navy 
agents;  for  premiums  and  inciden- 
tal expenses  of  recruiting;  for  ap- 
apprebending  deserters;  for  com- 
pensation to  judges  advocate;  for 
per  diem  allowance  to  persons 
attending  courts-martial  and  courts 
of  inquiry;  or  other  services  au- 
thorized by  law;  for  printing  sand 
stationery  of  every  description, 
and  for  working  the  lithographic 
press;  for  books,  maps,  charts, 
mathematical  and  nautical  instru- 
ments, chronometers,  models,  and 
drawings;  for  the  purchase  and 
repair  of  fire  engines  and  machi- 
nery; for  the  repair  of  steam-en- 
gines in  navy  yards;  for  the  par- 
chase  and  maintenance  of  oxen 
and  horses,  and  for  carts,  timber 
wheels,  and  workmen*  tools  of 
every  description;  for  postage  of 
letters  on  public  service;  for  pilot- 
age and  towing  ships  of  war;  for 
taxes  and  assessments  on  public 
property;  for  assistance  rendered  to 
vessels  in  distress;  for  incidental 
labor  at  navy  yards;  not  applicable 
to  any  other  appropriation;  for 
coal  and  other  fuel,  and  for  candles 
and  oil,  for  the  use  of  the  navy 
yards  and  shore  stations,  and  for 
no  other  object  or  purpose  what- 
ever        ....     450,000  00 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects 
not  hereinbefore  enu  merited  3,000  00 

For  necessary  repaiis  of  the  hospital 
building  at  Charlestown,  Massa- 
chusetis    ....         1,500  00 

For  necessary  repairs  of  the  hospital 
building  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,         3,000  00 

For  necessary  repairs  of  the  hospital 
building  at  Norfolk,  Virginia  9,000  00 

For  necesf  ary  repairs  of  the  hospital 
building  at  Pensacola,  Florida  1,500  00 

For  pay  of  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  privates, 
and  servants  serving  on  short. 


and  subsistence  of  officers  of  the 
marine  corps 

For  provisions  for  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  privates, 
and  servants  and  washerwomen 
serving  on  shore  . 

For  clothing 

For  fuel       .... 

For  keeping  barracks  in  repair,  and 
for  rent  of  temporary  barracks  at 
New  York 

For  transportation  of  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians, 
and  private?,  and  expenses  of  re- 
cruiting    .... 

For  medicines,  hospital  supplies,  sur- 
gical instruments,  pay  of  matron 
and  hospital  stewards 

For  military  stores,  pay  of  armorers, 
keeping  arms  in  repair,  accoutre- 
ments, ordnance  stores,  flags, 
drums,   fifes,   and   other  instru- 


For  contingent  expenses  of  said  corps, 
viz:  for  freight,  ferriage,  toll, wharf- 
age, and  cartage;  for  per  diem  al- 
lowance for  attending  courts-mar- 
tial and  courts  of  inquiry,  compen- 
sation to  judges-adrocateK  house 
rent  where  there  are  no  public 
quarters  assigned,  per  diem  allow- 
ance to  enlisted  men  on  constant 
labor,  expenses  of  burying  deceas- 
ed marines,  printing,  stationery, 
forage,  postage  on  public  letters, 
expenses  in  pursuit  of  deserters, 
candles  and  oil,  straw,  barrack- 
furoiture,  bed-sacks,  spades,  axes, 
shovels,  picks,  carpenter's  tools, 
and  for  keeping  a  horse  for  the 
messenger  •  . 

For  the  purpose  of  making  a  satisfac- 
tory experiment  of  Lieutenant 
Hunter's  invention  to  propel  war 
steamers  by  horizontal  wheels  that 
will  be  safe  from  the  balls  of  an 
enemy      .... 

Fol  defraying  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting to  the  city  of  Washington 
and  arranging  and  preserving  the 
collections  made  by  the  exploring 
expedition 


176,997  00 


45,054  00 
43,609  00 
16,974  00 


6,000  06 

8,000  00 
4,140  00 

9,300  00 


17,980  00 


1,000  00 


5,000  00 


#5.996,337  00 


H.  R.  619.  /W  esrtm*  fortifc*tion$ 
Ateto/er  ife  year  1841. 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Independence 
and  sea-wall  of  Castle  Island 

For  Fort  Warren   . 

For  Fort  Adams    . 

For  fortifications  at  New  London 
harbor     .... 

For  Foit  Schuyler 

For  permanent  wharves  for  Fort 
Columbus,  Castle  Williams,  and 
South  battery,  Governor's  island, 

For  repairs  of  sea-wall  of  Castle 
Williams,  (and  other  parts  of  Go- 
vernor's island      . 

For  repairs  of  m  For  {Gibson,  New 
York  harbor 

For  repairs  of  ForiWashrngton 

For  Fort  Monroe 

For  Fort  Calhoun    . 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Macon  . 

For  the  preservation  of  the  site  of 
Fort  Macon,  North  Carolina 

For  Fort  Sumter  , 

For  repairs  of  Castle  Pinckney 

For  Fort  Pulaski      . 

For  Fort  Pickens 

Fort  Fort  Barancas  . 

For  Fort  Livingston 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Mifflin  . 

For  contingencies  of  fortifications     . 

For  incidental  expenses  attending  re- 
pairs of  fortifications" 

For  repairs  of  sea-wall  on  Deer 
bland;  Boston  harbor 


e/t**  ft*** 


35,000  00 
45,000  00 
35,000  00 

15,000  00 
30,000  00 


10,000  00 


10,000  00 

5,000  00 
15,000  00 
35,000  00 
10,000  00 
15,000  00 

95,000  00 

60,000  00 

9,000  00 

15,000  00 

10,000  00 

30,000  00 

30,000  00 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 

10,000  00 

1,500  00 
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For  repairs  of  sea-wall  on  Rainsford 
island,  Boston  harbor  1,000  00 

For  continuing  sea-wall  at  St.  Au- 
gustine     ....       15,000  00 

For  the  preservation  of  the  site  of 
Foil  Johnson  16,000  00 


|485.500  00 
H.  R.  676.  Fat  th$tvpport*f  th$  MWtary  Academy 

firtkeytar  1841. 
Itof  pay  of  officers,  cadets,  and  musi- 

60,524  00 


40,077  00 

5,184  00 

480  00 

9,000  00 

12,591  45 


For  the  subsistence  of  officers  and  ca- 
dets 

Fbr  forage  of  offieei  s'  horses 

For  clothing  of  officers'  servants 

For  defray  in*  the  expenses  of  the 
Board  of  Visiters  at  West  Point  . 

For  fuel,  forage,  stationery,  printing, 
transportation,  and  postage 

Fbr  repairs,  improvements,  and  ex* 
ptoses  of  buildings,  grounds,  roads, 
wharves,  boats,  and  fences 

For  pay  of  adjutant1*  and  disbursing 
officer's  clerks 

For  increase  and  expenses  of  the  li- 
brary 

For  progress  with  binding  books  in- 
jured at  the  fire  hi  February,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and 
imported  stitched  . 

For  miscellaneous  items,  and  inci- 
dental expenses    . 

For  the  department  of  engineering  . 

For  the  department  of  philosophy    . 

For  the  department  of  chemistry 

For  the  department  of  drawing 

Far  ihe  department  of  mathematics  . 

For  the  department  of  artillery 

For  completing  the  reconstruction  of 
the  buildings  for  ihe  library,  engi- 
neer, chemical,  and  philosophical 
departments,  commenced  under 
the  act  of  July  seven,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-eight    . 

For  military  and  geographical  sur- 
veys west  of  the  Mississippi  river 

To  pay  a  balance  certified  by  the  To- 
pographical Bureau  to  be  doe  to 
Lyon  and  Howard  as  the  balance 
upon  a  contract  for  building  two 
steam  dredging  machines  upon 
Lake  Michigan  , 


7,757  50 

950  00 

1,000  00 


300  00 

736  25 
300  00 
887  33 
525  00 
275  00 
75  00 
310  00 


7,581  37 
20,000  00 


4,369  00 


tl  65,842  90 

H.  R.  529.    Fbr  the  payment  of  the 

Revolutionary  and  other  Pen- 
sioners of  the  United  States,  for 

the  year  1841  .  #314,000  00 

For  payment  of  invalid  pensions  107,000  00 

For  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans 

under  the  set  of  the  fourth  of  Ju- 
ly, one  thousand    eight  hundred 

and  thirty-six  .    448,941  00 

For  five  years' pensions  to  widows 

under  the  act  of  the  seventh  of 

July  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  thirty-eight     .  .    168,314  00 

Fbr     half-pay     pensions,    payable 

through  the  offices  of  the  Second 

and  Third  Auditors  5,000  00 

Fbr  arrearages,  payable  through  the 

Second  Auditor's  office      .  600  00 

For  arrearages,  payable  through  the 

TWid  Auditor's  office  •        1,090  00 


#1,044,155  00 


H.  R.  543.  For  the  current  and  contingent  expenut 
o/  the  Indian  Department,  and  far  fulfilling  trea- 
ty etipulationtwitk  tke  various  Indian  tribufar  the 
year  1841,  via: 

For  the  pay  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Indian  Affairs  at  St.  Louis,  and 
the  several  Indian  agents,  as  pro- 
vided by  the  acts  of  Jane  thirtieth, 
eighteen  hundred  ana1  thirty-four, 
and  of  March  third,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven 

For  the  pay  of  sub-agents  authorised 
by  the  act  of  June  thirtieth,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty  four 

For  the  pay  of  interpreters,  as  au- 
thorized by  the  same  act  . 

For  the  purchase  of  provisions  for 
Indians,  at  the  distribution  of  an* 
unities  while  on  visits  of  business 
with  the  superintendents  and 
agents,  and  when  assembled  on 
public  business     . 

For  the  necessary  buildings  reqaired 
at  the  several  agencies,  and  repairs 
thereof     . 

For  postages,  rents,  stationery,  fuel 
for  offices,  and  other  contingencies 
of  tbe  Indian  Department,  and  for 
transportation  and  incidental  ex- 
penses      .... 

For  the  salary  of  one  clerk,  in  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  In- 
dian Affairs  south  of  the  Missouri 
river         .... 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  stipula- 
tions of  certain  Indian  treaties,  and 
the  laws  connected  therewith,  viz: 

For  the  Christian  Indians     . 

For  the  Chippewas  of  the  Mississippi 

For  the  Chippewas  of  Ssganaw 

For  the  Chippewas,  Menomonees, 
Winnebagoes,  and  New  York  In- 
dians . 

For  the  Chippewas,  Ottawa*,  and  Pot* 
tawatomies 

For  the  Choctaws     . 

For  the  Creeks 

For  the  Chickasaws 

For  the  Cherokees 

For  the  Dela wares 

For  the  Florida  Indiana 

For  the  Iowas  * 

For  the  Kickapoos 

For  the  Kaskaskiaa  and  Peoria* 

For  the  Kansas 

For  the  Miamies 

For  the  Eel  Rivers 

For  the  Menomonees 

For  tbe  Omahas 

For  the  Ottowas  and  Chippewas 

For  tbe  Oitoes  and  Missouri** 

For  the  Cages 

For  the  Ottowas 

For  the  Pottawatomies 

For  tbe  Pottawatomies  of  Huron 

For  the  Pottawatomies  of  the  Prairie 

For  the  Pottawatomies  of  the  Wabash 

For  the  Pottawatomies  of  Indiana 

For  the  Piankeshaws 

For  the  Pawnees 

For  the  duspaws 

For  the  Six  Nations  of  New  York 

For  the  Senecaa  of  New  York 

For  the  8ioox  of  the  Mississippi 

For  the  Yancton  and  Santie  Sioux 

Foe  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Mis- 


16,500  00 


13,000  00 
11,300  00 


11,600  00 


9,000  00 


36  500  00 


1,000  00 


400  00 

35.000  00 

5,800  00 


1,500  00 

34,390  00 

49,950  00 

63,940  00 
6,000  00 
7,640  00 

10.344  00 
9,610  00 
7,875  00 
5,500  00 
3,000  00 
6,040  00 

59,878  00 
1,100  00 

31,830  00 
1,440  00 

69,365  00 
5  640  00 

34,406  00 
4,300  00 

90,900  00 
400  00 

16,000  00 

90,000  00 

17,000  00 
800  00 
9,600  00 
4,660  00 
4  590  00 
6000  00 

40,510  00 
1,340  00 


souri 

For  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Missis- 
sippi        .... 

For  the  Shawares     . 

For  the  Senecaa  and  Shawoees 

For  the  Senecas 

For  the  Wvandots    . 

Fortbeweas 

For  tbe  Wyandots,  Mnnsees,  and 
Delawares 

For  the  Winnebagoes 

Sko.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacliJ, 
That  the  following  sums  of  money 
be  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
of  extinguishing  the  Indian  title, 
namely: 

To  defray  the  expenses  of  holding 
a  treaty  with  the  Wyandot  Indians, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio 

To  defray  the  expanses  of  holding 
treaties  with  the  Indian  tribe!,  Jfor 
the  extinguishment  of  their  titles 
to  their  lands  within  the  limits  of 
the  State  of  Michigan 

To  defray  ihe  expenses  of  holding  a 
treaty  with  the  Sac  and  Fox,  Win- 
nebago and  Sioux  tribes  of  Indian?, 
for  their  title  to  their  land  in  the  , 
Territory  of  Iowa 

For  the  expenses  of  making  the  treaty 
of  twenty-eighth  November,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty,  with  the 
Miamies,  and  of  obtaining  their 
assent  to  the  amendments  of  die 
Senate  by  its  resolution  of  the 
twenty-fifth  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-one 

H.  R.  684.  Fot  defraying  tbe  ex- 
pense of  a  delegation  of  the  Se- 
minole Indians  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  other  agents  engaged 
in  an  attempt  to  effect  a  pacifica- 
tion with  the  hostile  portion  of  that 
tribe  in  Florid  i 

H.  R.  685.  For  ihe  temporary  sup- 
port of  certain  destitute  Kickapoo 
Indians     .... 

H.  R.  599.  For  the  removal,  sub- 
sistence, and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
Seminole  Indian  chiefs  and  war* 
riora  as  may  surrender  for  emigra- 
tion ... 


WOO 

48,540  00 
7,180  00 
2,060  00 
MW  00 
6.840  00 
3,000  00 

1,000  00 
99,800  00 


3,000  00 


5,000  00 


5,000  00 


5.000  00 

15,000  00 
99,000  00 

100,000  00 


y  1,000  9ft  00 


FRJVATB, 

S.  18.  Avery,  Saltmarsh,  and  Co, 
8.  30.  Joab  Seely     . 
B.  63.  C.  M.  Keller  and  H.  Stone 
8.193.  Lt  John  ELI 


RECAPITULATION. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  list 

Army 

Navy  .... 

Fortifications 

Militaty  Academy  . 

Revolutionary  and  other  pensioners, 

Indian  Department,  treaties,  Ac. 

Private        .... 


#8  517,67**5 

.  (5,041  OW  00 

.  5,9*6,33?  00 

.     485,500  00 

165,849  90 

1,044,155  00 

1,000,963  00 

10  055  06 


fW.ttl.tfOti 
Nora.— No  new  offices  created  or  talaria  in- 
creased. 


End  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  for  the   2d  session  of  the  2fjth  Congress.      The  Index 
to  It  will  be  printed  in  three  or  four  weeks,  and  sent  to  subscribers. 


We  will  print  the  Congressional  Globe  and  the  Appendix  for  the  Extra  Session  of  Congress, 
which  is  to  commence  on  Monday,  the  31st  of  May,  1841.  The  price  will  be  fifty  cents  a  copy,  in 
advance  for  each.  Those  who  intend  to  subscribe  for  either,  should  have  their  subscriptions  here  by 
the  6th  of  June  next,  at  farthest,  to  insure  all  the  numbers.  A  person  paying  for  five  copies  of  either, 
will  be  entitled  to  six  copies ;  for  ten,  twelve  copies j  for  twenty,  twenty-five  copies ;  and  so  on  in 
proportion  for  a  greater  number. 

We  will  also  print  the  Extra  Globe,  which  will  commence  on  the  19th  of  May  and  end  on  the 
19th  of  November  next,  making  twenty-six  numbers,  the  last  of  which  will  contain  an  index.  Price 
one  dollar  per  copy,  in  advance.  A  person  paying  for  five  copies,  will  be  entitled  to  six  copies j  for  ten, 
twelve  copies ;  for  twenty,  twenty-five  copies ;  and  so  on  in  proportion  for  a  greater  number.  Sub- 
scriptions must  be  here  by  the  36th  of  May,  to  insure  all  the  numbers. 
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Message  of  the  President. 


Sen.  &  H.  of  Reps. 


MESSAGE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 
The  following  message  from  (he  President  of  the 
United  States  was  received  by  Mr.  Van  Bobxn,  his 
Private  Secretary: 
Feline <\lixens  of  the  Senate 

md  Home  of  Representative*  t 
Oar  devout  gratitude  is  doe  to  the  So  press e  Be* 
isg  for  having  graciously  continued  to  our  beloved 
country,  through  the  vicissitudes  of   another  year, 
the  invaluable  blessings   of  health,   plenty,  aad 
peace.    Seldom  has  this  favored  land  been  so  ge- 
nerally exempted  from  the  ravages  of   disease,  or 
the  labor  of  the  husbandman  more  amply  reward- 
ed; aad  never  before  have  our  relation*  with  other 
countries  been  placed  on  a  more  favorable   basis 
loan  that  which  they  so  happily  cccupy^at  this  criti- 
cal conjuncture  in  the  affairs  of  the  world.    A    ri- 
gid and  persevering  abstinence  from  all  interfer- 
ence withthe  domestic   and   political  relations  of 
other  States,  alike  due  to  th?  genius  and   distinc- 
tive character  of  our  Government  and  to  the  prin- 
ciples by  which  it  is  directed;  a  faithful  observance, 
in  me  management  of  our  foreign  relations,  of  the 
practice  of  speaking  plainly,  dealing  justly,  and 
requiring  troth  and  justice  in    return,  as    the  best 
conservatives  of  the  peace  of  nations;  a  strict    im- 
partiality in  our  manifestations  of  friend*h!p,  in 
the  commercial  privileges  we   concede,  and    these 
we  require  from  oners:  these,  accompanied   by  a 
disposition  as  prompt  tn  maintain,  in  every  emer- 
gency, oar  own  rights,  as  we   roa  from  principle 
averse  to  the  invasion  of  those  of  others,  have  given 
to    oar    country  aul  Government  a  standing  in 
(be  great  family  of  nations,  of  which  we  have  just 
cause  to  be  proud,  and  the   advantages    of  which 
ire  experienced  by  our  citizen*    throughout  every 
portion  of  the  earth  l>  which  their  enterprising 
and  adventurous  spirit  may  carry  them.    Pew,  if 
inw,  remain  insensible  to  the  value  of  our  friend- 
ship, or  ignorant  of  the  term*  on  which  it  caa  be 
acquired,  and  by    which   it  can   alone    be   pre- 
served. 

A  i cries  of  questions  of  long  standing,  difllnult 
ia  U**ir  adjustment,  and  important  in  their  conse-' 
qaences,  in  which  ths  rights  of  our  citiiens  and 
the  honor  of  the  country  were  deeply  involved, 
have,  in  the  cour.e  of  a  few  years,  (he  most  of 
them  duriog  ins  suc^ful  ad  sinistra 'ion  of  my 
i  named  t  ate  predecessor,)  been  brought  to  a  satis- 
factory conclusion;  and  the  most  important  ofihose 
remaining  are,  1  am  happy  to  believe,  in  a  fair 
way  ^  of  being  speedily  and  s  ais! acton  y  ad- 
jos-ed.  •• 

With  alt  the  powers  of  the  world  our  relations 
a.*e  those  of  honorable,  peace.  Since  your  adjourn- 
ment, nothing  serions  has  occurred  to  interrupt 
or  threaten  this  desirable  harmony.  If  clouds  have 
lowered  above  the  other  hemisphere,  they  have  not 
cast  their  portentous  shadows  upon  oar  happy 
shores.  Bound  by  no  entangling  alliances,  yet 
linked  by  a  common  nature  and  interest  wiihthe 
other  nations  of  mankind,  our  aspirations  are  for 
he  preservation  of  peace,  in  whose  so  lid  and  civil- 


izing triumphs  all  may  participate  with  a  generous 
emulation.  Yet  it  behooves  us  to  be  prepared  for 
any  event,  and  to  be  always  ready  to  maintain  hose 
just  and  enlighun?d  principles  of  national  inter- 
course, for  which  this  Government  has  ever  con- 
tended. Tn  the  shock  of  contending  empires,  it  is 
only  by  assuming  a  resolute  bearing,  and  clothing 
themselves  with  defensive  armor,  that  neutral  na- 
tions can  maintain  their  independent  rights. 

Toe  exci'ement  which  grew  out  of  the  territorial 
controversy  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  having  in  a  great  measure  subsided,  it  is 
hoped  that  a  favorable  period  is  approaching  for 
>>  final  settlement.  Both  Governments  must  now 
be  convinced  of  the  dangers  with  which  the  ques- 
tion is  fraught;  and  it  must  be  their  desire,  as  it  is 
their  interest,  that  this  perpetual  cause  of  irritation 
should  be  removed  as  speedily  as  practicable.  In 
my  last  annual  message  you  were  informed  that 
the  proposition  tor  a  commission  of  exploration  and 
survey  promised  by  Great  Britain  had  been  re- 
ceived, and  that  a  counter  project,  including  afco  a 
provision  for  the  certain  and  final  adjustment  of 
the  limits  in  dispute,  was  then  before  the  British 
Government  for  its  consideration.  The  answer  of 
that  Government,  accompanied  by  additional 
propositions  of  its  own,  was  received,  through 
its  minister  herr,  since  yotfr  separation.  These 
were  promptly  considered;  such  *s  were 
deemed  correct  in  principle,  and  consistent 
with  a  due  rfgard  to  the  just  rights  of  the 
United  States  and  of  the  State  of  Maine,  concurred 
in;  an 4  the  reacons  for  dissenting  from  the  residue, 
with  an  additional  suggestion  on  our  part,  commu- 
nicated by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Fox.  That 
Minister,  not  feeling  himself  sufficiently  instructed 
upon  some  of  the  points  rai  ed  in  the  discussion, 
Ah  it  to  be  his  duty  to  refer  the  matter  to  his  own 
Government  for  its  further  decision.  Having  now 
been  for  some  lime  under  its  advisement,  a  speedy 
answer  may  ba  confidently  erp.'ctcd.  From  the 
character  of  the  points  still  in  difference,  and  the 
undoubted  disposition  of  both  parties  to  bring  the 
matter  to  an  early  conclusion,  I  look  with  entire 
confidence  to  a  prompt  and  satisfactory  termina- 
tion of  the  negotiation.  Three  commissioners  were 
appointed  shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  Con* 
grcrv,  vnder  the  act  of  the  last  session  providing 
for  the  exploration  and  survey  of  the  line  which 
separates  the  States  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
from  the  British  Provinces;  they  have  been  ac- 
tively employed  until  their  progress  was  interrupted 
by  the  inclemency  of  the  season,,  and  will  resume 
their  tabors  as  soon  as  practicable  in  the  ensuing 
year. 

It  is  understood  that  their  respective  examina- 
tions will  throw  new  light  upon  the  subject  in  con- 
troversy, and  serve  to  remove  any  erroneous  im- 
pre&ions  which  may  have  been  made  elsewhere 
prrjadicial  to  the  rights  of  the  United  States.  It 
was,  among  other  reason0,  wilh  a  view  of  prevent- 
ing the  embarrais aienls  which,  in  our  peculiar  sys- 
tem of  government,  impede  and  complicate  nego- 


tiations involving  the  territorial  rights  of  a  State, 
that  I  thought  it  my  dnty,  as  you  have  be?n  in- 
formed on  a  previous  occasion,  to  propose  to  the 
British  Government,  through  its  Minister  at 
Washington,  that  early  steps  ihould  he  taken  to 
adjust  the  points  of  difference  on  the  line  of 
boundary  from  the  entrance  of  Lake  Superior  to 
the  most  northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  by  the  arbitration  of  a  friendly  power,  in 
conformity  with  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent.  No  answer  has  yet  been  retained  by  the 
British  Government  to  this  proposition. 

With  Austria,  France,  Prussia,  Russia,  and  the 
remaining  powers  of  Europe,  I  am  happy  to  in- 
form you  our  relations  continue  to  be  of  the  most 
friendly  character.  With  Belgium,  a  treaty  of 
commerce  and  navigation,  based  upon  liberal  prin- 
ciples of  reciprocity  and  equality,  was  concluded  in 
March  last,  and  having  been  ratified  by  the  Bel- 
gian Government,  will  be  duly  laid  before  the  Se- 
nate. It  is  a  subject  of  congratulation  that  it  pro- 
vides for  the  satisfactory  adjustment  of  a  long 
standing  question  of  controversy,  thus  removing  the 
only  obstacle  which  could  obstruct  the  friendly  and 
mutually  advantageous  intercourse  between  the 
two  nations,  A  messenger  has  been  despatched 
with  the  Hanoverian  treaty  to  Berlin,  where,  ac- 
cording to  stipulation,  the  ratifications  are  to  be 
exchanged.  I  am  happy  to  announce  to  you  that, 
after  many  delays  and  difficulties,  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce and  navigation  between  the  United  States 
and  Portugal,  was  concluded  and  signed  at  Lisbon 
on  the  2Cih  of  August  last,  by  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  two  Governments.  Its  stipulations  are 
founded  upon  those  principles  of  mutual  liberality 
and  advantage  which  the  United  States  have  al- 
ways sought  to  make  the  basis  of  their  intercourse 
with  foreign  powers;  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  tend 
to  foster  and  strengthen  the  commercial  intercourse 
of  the  two  countries. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  an  asent  has  been  sent  to  Germany,  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interests  of  our  to- 
bacco trade. 

The  commissioners  appinted  trader  the  conven- 
tion for  the  adjustment  of  claims  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  upon  Mexico  having  met  and 
organized  at  Washington,  in  August  las',  the  pa- 
peis  in  the  possession  of  the  Government,  relating 
to  those  claims  were  communicated  to  the  board. . 
The  cUims  not  embraced  by  that  convention  are 
now  the  subject  of  negotiation  between  the  two 
Government*,  through  the  medium  ot  our  Minister 
at  Mexico. 

Nothing  has  occurred  to  dis'urb  the  harmony  cf 
our  relations  with  the  different  Governments  of 
South  America.  I  regret,  however,  to  be  obliged 
to  inform  you  that  the  claims  of  our  citizens  upon 
the  late  Republic  of  Colombia  have  not  yet  been . 
satisfied  by  the  separate  Governments  into  which  it 
has  been  resolved. 

The  Charge  d'Affaires  at  Brazil  having  expressed 
the  intention  of  bis  Government  hot  to  prolong  the 
treaty  of  1828,  it  will  cease  to  be  obligatory  upon 
either  party  on  the  12di  day  of  December,  1841, 
when  ihe  extensive  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  that  vast  empire  will 
no  longer  be  regulated  by  express  stipulations. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  communicate  to  you 
that  the  Government  of  Chili  has  entered  into  an 
agreement  to  indemnify  the  claimants  in  the  case 
of  the  Macedonian,  for  American  property  seized 
in  1819;  and  to  add,  that  information  has  also  been. 
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received  which  justifies  the  hope  of  an  early  ad- 
justment of  the  remaining  claims  upon  that  Govern- 
ment 

The  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
the  convention  between  the  United  States  and 
Texas,  for  marking  the  boundary  between  them, 
have,  according  to  the  last  report  received  from  our 
eornmistiei  er,  surveyed  and  established  the 
whole  extent  of  boundary  north  along  the 
western  bank  of  the  Sabine  river,  from  its  en- 
trance into  the  Qoif  of  Mexico  to  the  thirty-se- 
cond degree  of  north  latitude.  The  commission 
adjourned  on  the  16th  of  June  last,  to  reassemble 
on  the  Kt  of  November,  for  the  purpose  of  esta- 
blishing accurately  the  intersection  of  the  thirty- 
second  degree  of  latitude  with  the  western  bank  of 
me  Sabine,  and  the  meridian  line  theeoe  »o  Red 
river.  It  is  presumed  that  the  work  will  be  con- 
cluded in  the  present  season. 
The  present  sound  condition  of  their  finances, 

/  and  the  success  with  which  embarrassments  in  re- 
gard to  them,  at  times  apparently  insurmountable, 
have  been  overcome,  are  mat'ers  upon  which  the 
people  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
may  well  congratulate  themselves  An  o  vet  flow- 
ing Treasury,  however  it  may  be  regarded  as  an 
evidence  of  public  prosperity,  is  seldom  conducive 
to  the  permanent  welfare  of  any  people;  and  ex- 

.  perience  has  demonstrated  its  imcompatibility  with 
the  salutary  action  of  political  institutions  like 
those  of  the  United  States.  Our  safest  reliance  for 
financial  efficiency  and  independence  has,  on  the 
contrary,  been  found  to  exist  in  ample  resources 
unencumbered  with  debt;  and,  in  this  respect,  the 
Federal  Government  occupies  a  singularly  fortu- 
nate and  truly  enviable  position. 

When  I  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  my  offi- 
cial duties  in  March,  1837,  the  act  lor  the  distri- 
1  button  of  the  surplus  revenue  was  in  a  course 
of  rapid  execution.  Nearly  twenty- eight  millions 
of  dollars  of  the  public  moneys  were,  in  pursuance 
of  its  provisions,  deposited  with  the  S.ates  in 
the  months  of  January,  April,  and  July,  of  that 
year.  In  May  there  occurred  a  general  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  including, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  those  in  which  the  pub- 
lic moneys  were  deposited,  and  upon  whose 
fidelity  the  Government  had  unfoitunately  made 
itself  dependent  for  the  revenues  which  had  been 

-  collected  from  the  people,  and  were  indispensable 
to  the  public  service.  This  suspension,  and  the 
excesses  in  banking  and  commerce  out  of  which 
it  arose,  and  which  were  greatly  aggrava  ed  by  its 
occurrence,  made,  to  a  great  extent,  unavailable 
the  principal  part  of  the  public  money  then  on 
hand;  suspended  the  collection  of  many  millions 
accruing  on  merchants'  bonds,  and  greatly  reduced 
the  revenue  arising  from  customs  and  the  public 
lands.  These  effects  have  continued  to  operate,  in 
various  degrees,  to  the  present  period;  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  decrease  in  the  revenue  thus  produced, 
two  and  a  half  millions  of  duties  have  been  relin- 
quished by  two  biennial  reductions  under  the  act 
of  1833,  and  probably  as  much  more  upon  the  im- 
portation of  iron  for  railroads,  by  special  legisla- 
tion. 

Whilst  such  has  been  our  condition  for  the 
last  four  years  in  relation  to  revenue,  we  have, 
during  the  same  period,  been  subjected  to  an  un- 
avoidable continuance  of  large,  extraordinary  ex- 
penses necessarily  growing  out  of  past  transac- 
tions, and  which  could  not  be  immediately  ar- 
rested without  great  prejudice  to  the  public  inte- 
rest. Of  these,  the  charge  upon  the  Trea  ttry,  in 
consequence  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  alone,  without 
adverting  to  others  arising  out  of  Indian  treaties, 
has  akeady  exceeded  five  millions  of  dollars;  that 
for  the  prosecution  of  measures  for  the  removal  of 
the  Seminole  Indians,  which  were  found  in  pro- 

-  gross,  has  been  nearly  fourteen  millions;  and  the 
public  buildings  have  required  the  unusual  &um  of 
nearly  three  millions. 

It  affords  me,  however,  great  pleasure  to  be  able 
to  say,  that,  from  the  commencement  of  this  pe- 
riod to  the  present  day,  every  demand  upon  the 
Government,  at  home  or  abroad,  has  been  prompt- 
ly met.  This  has  been  done,  not  only  without  cre- 
ating a  permanent  debt,  or  a  resort  to  additional 
taxation  in  any  form,  but  in  the  midst  of  a  steadily- 
-proareaatve  reduction  of  existing  burdens  upon  the 


people,  leaving  still  a  considerable  ba'ance  of 
available  funds  which  will  remain  in  the  Treasury 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  Tne  small  amount  of 
Treasury  notes,  not  exceeding  four  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  still  outstanding,  and  less  by  twen- 
ty-three millions  than  the  United  States  have  in  de- 

'  posite  with  the  Sta'es,  ie  composed  of  snch  only  as 
are  not  yet  due,  or  hive  net  been  presented  for 
payment.  They  may  be  redeemed  out  of  the  ac- 
cruing revenue,  if  the  expenditures  do  not  exceed 
the  amount  within  which  they  may,  it  is  thought, 
be  kept  without  prejudice  to  the  public  interest,  and 
the  revenue  shall  prove  to  be  as  large  as  may  justly 
be  anticipated. 

Amqng  the  reflections  arising  from  the  contem- 
plation of  these  circumstances,  ooe,  not  the  least 
gratifying,  is  the  consciousness  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  the  resolution  and  the  ability  to  adhere, 
in  every  emergency,  to  the  sacred  obligations  of 
law;  to  execute  all  iis  contracts  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Constitution,  and  mas  to  pre* 
sent,  when  most  needed,  a  rallying  point  by  which 
the  business  of  the  whole  country  might  be  brought 
back  to  a  safe  and  unvarying  standard — a  result 
vitally  important  as  well  to  the  interests  as  to  the 
morals  of  the  people,  There  can  surely  now  be 
no  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  in- 
calculable evils  that  would  have  arisen  if  the 
Government,  at  that  critical  moment,  had  suf- 
fered itself  to  be  deterred  from  upholding 
the  only  true  standard  of  value,  either  by 
the  pressure  of  adverse  circumstances  or  the 
violence  of  unmeritrd  denunciation.  The  manner 
in  which  the  pecp'e  sustained  the  performance  of 
this  duty  was  highly  honorable  to  their  fortitude 
and  patriotism.  It  cannot  fail  to  stimulate  their 
agents  to  adhere,  under  all  circumstances,  to  the 
line  of  duty;  and  to  satisfy  them  of  the  safety  with 
which  a  course  really  light,  and  demanded  by  a  fi- 
nancial crisis  may,  in  a  community  like  ours,  be 
pursued,  however  apparently  severe  lis  immediate 
operation. 
The  policy  of  the  Federal  Government,  in  extin* 

,  guisfaing  as  rapidly  as  possible  the  national  debt, 
and,  subsequently*  in  resitting  every  temptation  to 
create  a  hew  one,  deserves  to  be  regarded  in  the 
same  favorable  light.  Among  the  many  objections 
to  a  national  debt,  the  certain  tendency  of  public 
securities  to  concentrate  ultimately  in  the  coffers  of 
foreign  stockholders,  is  one  which  is  every  day 
gathering  strength.  Already  have  the  resources  of 
many  of  the  States,  and  the  future  industry  of  their 
ci  tzens,  betn  indefinitely  mortgaged  to  the  subjects 
of  European  Governments,  to  the  amount  of  twelve 
millions  annually,  to  pay  the  constantly  accruing 
interest  on  borrowed  money — a  sum  exceeding  half 
the  ordinary  revenues  ef  the  whole  United  States. 
The  pretext  which  this  relation  affords  to  foreigners 
to  scrutinize  the  management  of  our  domestic  af- 
fairs, if  not  actually  to  intermeddle  with  them, 
presents  a  subject  for  earnest  attention,  not  to  say 
of  serious  alarm.  Fortunately,  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, with  the  exception  of  an  obligation  en- 
tered into  in  behalf  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
which  must  soon  be  discharged,  is  wholly  exempt 
from  any  such  embarrassment.  It  is  also,  as  is  be- 
lieved, the  only  Government  which,  having  fully 
and  faithfully  paid  all  its  creditors,  has  also  reliev- 
ed itself  entirely  from  debt.  Te  maintain  a  dis- 
tinction so  desirable,  and  so  honorable  to  our  na- 
tional cbara  ter,  should  be  an  object  of  esrnost  soli- 
citude. Never  should  a  free  people,  if  it  be  possible  to 
avoid  it,  expose  themselves  to  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing to  treat  of  the  peace,  the  honor,  or  the  safety  ef 
the  Republic,  with  the  Governments  of  foreign 
creditors,  who,  however  well  disposed  they  may  be 
to  cultivate  with  us  in  general  friendly  relations, 
are  nevertheless,  by  the  law  of  their  own  condi- 
tion, made  hostile  to  the  success  and  permanency 
of  political  institutions  like  ours.  Most  humiliat- 
ing may  be  the  embarrassments  consequent  upon 
such  a  condition.  Another  objection,  scarcely  less 
formidable,  to  the  commencement  of  a  new  deb', 
is  its  inevitable  tendency  to  increase  in  magn  tude, 
and  to  foster  national  extravagance.  He  has  been 
an  unprofitable  observer  of  events,  who  needs  at 
this  day  to  be  admonished  of  the  difficulties  which 
a  Government,  habitually  dependent  on  loans  to 
sustain  its  ordinary  expenditures,  has  to  encounter 
in  resisting  the  influences  constantly  exerted  in 


vor  of  additional  loans;  by  capitalists,  who  enrich 
themselves  by  Government  securities  for  amounts 
much  exceediog  the  money  they  actually  advance 
—a  prolific  source  of  individual  aggrandizement 
in  all  borrowing  countries;  by  stockholdtrs,  who 
seek  their  gains  in  the  riie  and  fall  of  public  stock*; 
and  by  the  selfish  importunities  of  applicants  for 
appropriations  for  works  avowedly  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  public,  but  the  real  objects  of 
which  are,  too  frequently,  the  advancement  of  pri- 
vate interests.  The  known  necessity  which  so  ma- 
ny of  the  S  ates  will  be  under  to  impose  tans  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  on  their  debts,  furnish* 
es  an  additional  and  very  cogent  reason  why  the 
Federal  Government  should  retrain  from  creating 
a  national  debt,  by  which  the  people  would  be  ex- 
posed to  double  taxation  for  a  similar  object.  We 
possess  within  ourselves  ample  resources  for  every 
emergency;  and  we  may  be  quite  sure  that  our 
citizens,  in  no  future  exigency,  will  be  uawilhnf 
to  supply  the  Government  with  all  the  means 
asked  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  In  time  of 
peace  there  can,  at  all  events,  be  no  justificeiion 
for  the  creation  of  a  permanent  debt  by  the  Federal 
Government.  Its  limited  range  of  constitatioaal 
duties  may  certainly,  under  such  circumstances,  be 
performed  without  such  a  resort.  It  has,  it  is  tees, 
been  avoided  during  four  years  of  greater  fiscal 
difficulties  than  have  existed  in  a  similar  period 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  one 
also  remarkable  for  the  occurrence  of  extraordi- 
nary causes  of  expenditures. 

But  to  accomplish  go  desirable  an  object,  two 
things  are  indispensable:  first,  that  the  action  ef  the 
Federal  Government  be  kept  within  the  bounda- 
ries preicribed  by  its  founders,  and,  secondly,  that 
all  appropriations  for  objects  admitted  to  be  con- 
stitutional, and  the  expenditure  of  them  also,  be 
subjected  to  a  standard  of  rigid  but  well  considered 
and  practical  economy.  The  first  depends  chiefly 
on  the  people  themselves,  the  opinions  they  form  of 
the  true  construction  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
confidence  they  repose  in  the  political  sentuuents 
of  those  they  select  as  their  representatives  in  the 
Federal  Legislature;  the  second  rests  upon  the 
fidelity  with  which  their  more  immediate  rcpre. 
seatatives,  and  other  public  functionaries,  dis- 
charge the  trusts  committed  to  them.  Tnedtti 
ef  economizing  the  expenses  of  the  public  tenrioe 
is  admitted  on  all  hands;  ye,t  there  are  few  subjects 
upon  which  there  exists  a  wider  difference  of 
opinion  than  is  constantly  manifested  in  regard 
to  the  fidelity  with  which  that  duty  is  dis- 
charged. Neither  diversity  of  sentiment,  nor 
even  mutual  recriminations,  upon  a  point  ia 
respect  to  which  the  public  mind  is  so 
justly  sensitive,  can  well  be  entirely  avoided;  and 
least  so  at  periods  of  great  political  excitement 
An  intelligent  people,  homevcr,  seldom  fail,  to  ar- 
rive, in  the  end,  at  correct  conclusions  in  such  a 
matter.  Practical  economy  in  the  management  of 
public  affairs  can  have  no  adverse  influence  to  cm- 
tend  with  more  powerful  than  a  large  surplui  reve- 
nue; and  the  unusually  large  appropriations  for 
1837  may,  without  doubt,  independently  of  the  ex* 
traordinary  requisitions  for  the  public  service  grow- 
ing out  of  the  state  Of  our  Indian  relations,  be,  in 
no  inconsiderable  degree,  traced  to  this  source. 
The  sudden  and  rapid  distribution  of  the  large  sur- 
plus then  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  equally  sudden 
and  unprecedentedly  severe  revulsion  in  the  com- 
merce and  business  of  the  country,  pointing  with 
unerring  certainly  to  a  great  and  protracted  reduc- 
tion of  the  revenue,  strengthened  the  propriety  of 
the  earliest  practicable  reduction  of  the  public  ex- 
penditures. 

But,  to  change  a  syBtem  operating  upon  so  large 
a  surface,  and  applicable  to  such  numerous  and  di- 
versified interests  and  objects,  was  more  than  the 
work  of  a  day.  The  attention  of  every  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  was  immediately,  and  ii 
good  faith,  directed  to  that  end;  and  has  been  so 
continued  to  the  present  moment.  The  estimates 
and  appropriations  for  the  year  1638  (the  first  over 
which  I  had  any  control)  were  somewhat  diminish- 
ed. The  expenditures  of  1839  were  reduced  six 
millions  of  dollars.  Those  of  1840,  exclusive  of 
disbursements  for  public  debt  and  trust  claims,  will 
probably  not  exceed  twenty-two  and  a  half  millions; 
be  ins;  between  two  and  three  millions  lets  than  those 
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of  the  preceding  year,  and  nine  or  ten  millions  less 
than  those  of  1837.  Nor  ha*  ii  been  found  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  produce  this  result,  to  resort  to  the 
power  conferred  by  Congress,  of  pestponing  cer- 
tain classes  of  the  public  works,  except  by  defer- 
ring expenditures  for  a  short  period  upon  a  limited 
portion  of  them;  and  which  postponement  termi- 
nated some  time  since,  at  the  moment  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  by  further  receipt*  from  the  in- 
debted banks,  became  folly  assured  of  its  ability  to 
meet  them  without  prejudice  to  the  public  service 
in  other  respects.  Causes  are  in  operation  which 
will,  it  is  believed,  justify  a  still  further  reduction, 
without  injury  to  any  important  national  interest. 
The  expenses  of  sustaining  the  troops  employed  in 
Florida  have  been  gradually  and  greatly  reduced* 
through  the  persevering  efforts  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment; and  a  reasonable  hope  may  beentertainc  d  that 
the  necessity  for  military  operations  io  that  quarter 
will  toon  cease.  Toe  removal  of  the  Indians  from 
wi  bin  our  settled  borders  is  nearly  completed.  Toe 
pension  list,  one  of  the  heaviest  charges  upon  the 
Treasury,  is  rapidly  diminishing  by  death.  The 
most  costly  of  our  public  buildings  are  either 
finished,  or  nearly  so;  and  we  may,  I  think,  safely 
promise  ourselves  a  continued  exemption  from  bor- 
der difficulties. 

The  available  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
first  of  January  next  is  estimated  at  one  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars.  This  sum,  with  the  ex- 
peeled  receipts  from  all  sources  during  the  next 
year,  will,  it  is  believed,  be  sufficient  ta  enable  the 
Government  to  meet  every  engagement,  and  leave 
a  suitable  balance  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  if  the  remedial  measures  connected  with  the 
enstoms  and  the  public  land*,  heretofore  recom- 
ameaded,  shall  be  adopted,  and  the  new  appioprla- 
tions  by  Congress  shall  not  carry  the.  expenditures 
beyond  the  official  estimate*. 

The  new  system  established  by  Congress  for  the 
safekeeping  of  the  public  money,  prescribing  the 
kind  of  currency  to  be  received  for  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  and  providing  additionsl  guards  and 
securities  against  Josses,  has  now  been  several 
months  in  operation.  Al-hough  it  might  be  prema- 
ture, upon  an  experience  of  such  limited  duration, 
to  form  a  definite  opinion  in  regard  to  the  extent  of 
its  influences  in  correcting  many  evils  under  which 
the  Federal  Government  and  the  countty  have  hi- 
therto suffered,  especially  those  that  have  grown 
out  of  banking  expansions,  a  depreciated  currency, 
and  official  defalcations,  yet  it  is  bat  right  to  say 
that  nothing  has  occurred  in  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  the  system  to  weaken  in  the  slightest  degree, 
but  much  to  strengthen  the  confident  anticipations 
of  its  friend*.  The  grounds  of  these  have  been 
heretofore  so  fully  explained,  as  to  require  no  reca- 
pitulation. In  respect  to  the  facility  and  conve- 
nience it  affords  in  conducting,  the  public  service, 
acd  the  ability  of  the  Government  to  discharge 
through  its  agency  every  du<y  attendant  on  the  col- 
lection, transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
money  with  promptitude  and  success,  I  can  say 
aith  confidence  that  the  appiehensions  oi  those  who 
Jeit  it  to  be  their  duty  to  oppote  its  adoption,  have 
proved  to  be  unfounded.  On  the  contrary,  this 
branch  of  the  (beat  affairs  of  the  Government  has 
been,  and  it  is  believed  may  always  be,  thus  car- 
ried on  with  every  desirable  facility  and  security. 
A  few  changes  and  improvements  in  the  details  of 
the  system,  without  affecting  any  principles  involv- 
ed in  it,  will  be  submitted  to  you  by  tht  Secretary 
of  ihe  Treasury,  and  will,  I  am  sure,  receive  at 
your  bands  that  attention  to  which  they  may,  on 
examination,  be  found  to  be  entitled. 

I  have  deemed  thi<  brief  summary  of  our  fiscal 
affairs  necessary  to  the  due  performance  of  a  duty 
specially  enjoined  upon  me  by  the  Constitution.  It 
will  serve,  also,  UHUustrate  more  fu  ly  the  princi- 
ples by  which  1  have  been  guided  in  reference  to 
two  contested  points  io  Our  public  policy,  which 
were  earliest  in  their  development,  and  have  been 
more  important  in  their  consequences,  than  any  that 
have  arisen  under  our  complicated  and  difficult, 
yet  admirable,  system  of  Government:  I  allude  to 
a  national  debs  and  a  national  batik.  It  was  in 
these  that  the  political  contests  by  which  the  coun- 
try has  been  agitated  ever  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  in  a  great  measure,  originated;  and 


there  is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  con- 
flictug  interests  and  opposing  principles  thus  mar- 
shalled, will  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  produce 
similar,  if  not  aggravated,  consequences. 

Coming  into  office  the  declared  enemy  of  both, 
I  have  earnestly  endeavo.ed  to  prevent  a  resort  to 
either. 

The  consideration  that  a  large  public  debt  affords 
an  apology,  and  produces,  in  some  degree,  a  neces- 
sity also,  for  resorting  to  a  system  and  extent  of 
taxation  which  is  not  only  oppressive  throughout, 
bat  likewise  so  apt  to  lead,  in  the  end,  to  the  com-, 
mission  of  that  most  odious  of  all  offences  against 
the  principles  of  Republican  government — the  pros- 
titution of  political  power,  conferred  for  the  general 
benefit,  to  the  aggrandizement  ef  particular  classes, 
and  the  gratification  of  individual  cupidity — is 
alone  sufficient,  independently  of  the  weighty  ob- 
jections which  have  already  been  urged,  to  render 
its  creation  and  existence  the  sources  of  bitter  and 
unappeasable  discord.  If  wc  add  to  this,  its  inevi- 
table tendency  to  produce  and  foster  extravagant 
expenditures  of  the  public  money,  by  which  a 
necessity  is  created  for  new  loans  and  new 
burdens  on  the  people;  and,  finally,  if  we 
refer  to  the  examples  of  every  Government  which 
has  existed,  for  ptoof  how  seldom  it  is  that  the 
system,  when  once  adopted  and  implanted  in 
the  policy  of  a  country,  has  failed  to  expand  itself, 
until  public  credit  was  exhausted,  and  the  people 
were  no  longer  able  to  endure  its  increasing 
weight,  it  seems  impossible  to  resist  the  conclu- 
sion, that  no  benefits  resulting  from  its  career,  no 
extent  of  conquest,  no  accession  of  wealth  to  par- 
ticular classes;  nor  any,  nor  all  i  §  combined  ad- 
vantager,  can  counterbalance  its  ultimate  but  cer- 
tain results— a  splendid  Government,  and  an  im- 
poverished people. 

If  a  National  Bank  was,  as  is  undeniable,  re- 
pudiated by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  as 
incompatible  with  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people;  if,  from  the  beginning,  it 
has  been  regarded  by  large  portions  of  onr  citizens 
as  coming  indirect  collision  with  that  great  and 
vital  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  wbich  de- 
clares that  all  powers  not  conferred  by  that  instru- 
ment on  the  General  Government  are  reserved  to 
the  3'ates  and  to  the  people;  if  it  has  been  viewed 
by  them  as  the  first  great  step  in  the  march  of  lali- 
todinous  construction,  which,  unchecked,  would 
r  nier  that  sacred  instrument  of  as  little  value  as 
an  unwritten  Constitution,  dependent,  as  it  would 
alone  be,  for  its'  meaning,  on  the  interested  inter- 
pretation of  a  dominant  party,  and  affording  no  re- 
cuiity  to  the  rights  ol  the  minority;  if  such  is  unde- 
niably the  case,  what  rational  grounds  could  have 
been  conceived  for  anticipating  aught  but  deter- 
mined opposition  to  such  an  institution  at  the  pre- 
sent day.  ,     , 

Could  a  different  result  have  been  expected,  when 
the  consequences  which  have  flowed  from  its  cre- 
ation, atid  particularly  from  its  strufglos  to 
perpetuate  its  existence,  had  confirmed,  in  so 
striking  a  manner,  the  apprehensions  of  its  earli- 
est opponents;  when  it  had  been  so  clearly 
demonstrated  that  a  concentrated  money  power, 
wielding  so  vast  a  capital,  and  combining  sueh  in- 
calculable means  of  influence,  may,  in  those  pe- 
culiar conjunctures  to  which  this  Government  is 
unavoidably  exposed,  prove  an  overmatch  for  tbe 
political  power  of  the  people  themselves;  when  the 
iroe  character  of  its  capacity  to  regulate,  according 
to  its  will  and  its  interests,  and  the  interests  of  its 
favoii'es,  the  value  and  production  of  the  labor 
and  property  of  every  man  in  this  extended  coun- 
try, had  been  so  fully  and  fearfully  developed; 
when  it  was  notorious  that  all  classes  of  this  great 
community  had,  by  means  of  the  power  and  influ- 
ence it  thus  possesses,  been  infected  to  madness 
with  a  spirit  of  heedless  speculation;  when  it  had 
been  seen  that,  secure  in  the  soppoit  of  the  combi- 
nation of  infloetces  by  which  it  was  surrounded,  it 
could  vio'ate  its  chatter,  and  set  the  laws  at  defi- 
ance with  impunity;  and  when,  too,  it  had  become 
most  apparent  that  to  believe  that  such  an  accumu- 
lation if  powers  can  ever  be  granted  without  the 
certainty  of  being  abused,  was  to  indulge  in  a  fatal 
delusion? 

To  avoid  the  necessity  of  a  permanent  debt,  and 


its  inevitable  consequences,  I  have  advocated,  and 
endeavored  to  carry  into  effect,  the  policy  ot  con- 
fioiog  the  appropriations  for  the  public  service 
to  such  objects  only  as  are  pearly  within  the 
constitutional  authority  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment; of  excluding  from  its  expenses  those  impro- 
vident and  untuthorixed  grants  of  publie  money 
for  works  of  internal  improvement,  which  were 
so  wisely  arrested  by  the  constitutional  interpo- 
sition of  my  predecessor,  and  which,  if  they  had 
not  been  so  checked,  would  long  before  this 
time  have  involved  the  finances  of  the  Ge- 
neral Government  in  embarrassments  far  greater 
than  those  which  are  no  *  experienced  by  any  of 
the  States,  of  limiting  all  our  expenditures  to  that 
simple,  unostentatious,  and  economical  administra- 
tion of  public  affairs,  wbich  l«  alone  consistent 
with  the  character  of  our  institutions;  of  collecting 
annually  from  the  customs,  and  Jhe  sales  of  public 
lands,  a  revenue  fully  adequate  to  defray  all  the  ex- 
penses thus  incurred,  but,  under  no  pretence  what- 
soever, to  impose  taxes  upon  the  people  to  a  greater 
amount  than  was  actually  necessary  to  the  public 
service,  conducted  upon  the  principles  1  have  stated. 

In  lieu  of  a  national  bank,  or  a  dependence  upon 
banks  of  any  description,  for  the  management  of 
our  fiscal  affair*,  I  recommended  the  adoption  of 
the  system  wbich  is  now  in  successful  operation. 
That  system  affords  every  requisite  facility  for  the 
transaction  of  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  tbe  Go- 
vernment; will,  it  is  confidently  anticipated,  pro- 
duce in  other  respects  many  of  the  benefits  which 
have  been  from  time  to  time  expected  from  the 
creation  of  a  national  bank,  but  which  have  never 
been  realized;  avoid  the  manifold  evils  inseparable 
from  sueh  an  institution;  diminish,  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent than  could  be  accomplished  by  any  other  mea- 
sure of  reform,  the  patronage  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment— a  wise  policy  in  all  Governments,  but 
more  especially  so  in  one  like  ours,  which  works 
well  only  in  proportion  as  it  is  made  to  rely  for  its 
support  upon  the  unbiassed  and  unadulterated  opi- 
nions of  its  constituents;  d*  away,  forever,  all  de- 
pendence on  corporate  bodies,  either  in  the  raising, 
collecting,  safekeeping,  or  disbursing  the  public 
revenues,  and  place  tbe  Government  equally  above 
the  temptation  of  fostering  a  dangerous  and  uncon- 
stitutional institution  at  home,  or  the  necessity  of 
adapting  its  policy  te  tbe  viswe  and  interests  of  a 
still  more  formidable  money-power  abroad. 

It  is  by  adopting  and  carrying  out  these  princi- 
ples, under  circumstances  the  most  arduous  and 
discouraging,  that  the  attempt  has  been  made,  thus 
Ut  successfully,  to  demonstrate  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  that  a  National  Bank  at  all  times;  and 
a  national  debt,  except  it  be  incurred  at  a  period 
when  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  nation  demand 
the  temporary  sacrifice  of  a  policy,  which  should 
only  be  abandoned  in  such  exigencies,  are  not 
merely  unnecessary,  but  in  direct  and  deadly  hos- 
tility to  the  principles  of  their  Government,  and  to 
tbeir  own  permanent  welfare. 

The  progress  made  in  the  development  of  these 
positions,  appears  in  the  preceding  sketch  of  the 
part  history  and  present  state  of  the  financial  con- 
cerns of  the  Federal  Government.  The  facts  there  , 
stated  fully  authorize  the  assertion,  that  all  the  pur- 
poses for  which  this  Government  was  instituted 
have  been  accompli&hed  durirg  four  years  of  great- 
er pecuniary  embarmssiueat  than  were  ever  before 
experienced  in  time  of  peace,  and  in  the  face  of  op- 
position as  formidable  as  a-y  that  was  ever  before 
arrayed  against  the  policy  of  an  Administration;  - 
that  this  has  been  done  when  the  ordinary  revenues 
of  the  Government  were  generally  decreasing,  as 
well  from  the  operation  of  the  laws,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  without  the  creation  of  a  per- 
manent public  debt,  or  interring  any  liability,  other  4 
than  such  as  the  ordinary  rssources  of  the  Govern- 
ment will  speedily  discharge,  and  without  the 
agency  of  a  National  Bank. 

If  this  view  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Govern- 
ment, for  the  period  it  embraces,  be  warranted  by 
the  fscts  as  .hey  are  known  to  exist;  if  the  army 
and  navy  hive  been  sustained  to  the  full  extent 
authorized  by  law,  and  which  Congress  deemed  suf- 
ficient for  the  defence  of  the  country  and  the  , 
protection  of  its  rights  and  its  honor;  if  its  civil  and 
diplomatic  service  has  been  equally  sustained;  i(  , 
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amp  le  provision  has  been  made  for  the  ad  minis? 
tratien  ef  Justice  and  the  execution  of  the  laws;  if 
the  claims  upm  public  gratitude  in  behalf  of  the 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution  have  been  promply  met 
and  faithfully  discharged;  if  there  have  been  no 
railnme  in  defraying  the  very  large  expenditures 
growing  oat  of  that  long  continued  and  salutary 
policy  of  peacefully  removing  the  Indians  to  re- 
gions of  comparative  safety  and  prosperity;  if  the 
puMio  faith  has  at  all  times,  and  every  where  been 
most  scrupulously  maintained  by  a  prompt  dis- 
charge of  the  numerous,  extended,  and  diversified 
claims  on  the  Treasury;  if  all  these  great  and  per- 
manent objects,  with  many  others  that  might  be 
stated,  have,  for  a  series  or  years,  marked  by  pecu- 
liar obstacles  and  difficulties,  been  successfully  ao 
demphsned  without  a  resort  to  a  permanent  debt, 
or  me  aid  of  a  national  bank,  have  we  not  a  right 
to  expect  that  a  policy,  the  object  of  which  has 
been  to  sustain  the  public  service  independently  of 
cither  of  these  fruitful  sources  of  discord,  will  re- 
ceive the  final  sanction  of  a  people  whose  un- 
biassed and  fairly  elicited  judgment  upon  public 
affairs  U  never  ultimately  wrong?     * 

That  embarrassments  in  the  pecuniary  con- 
cerns of  individuals,  of  unexampled  extent  and 
duration,  have  recently  existed  in  this,  as  in  other 
commercial  nations,  is  undoubtedly  true.  To  .sup- 
pose it  necessary  now  to  trace  these  reverses  to 
their  sources,  would  be  a  reflection  on  the  intelli- 
gence of  my  fellow-citizens.  Whatever  ma)  have 
been  the  obscurity  in  which  the  subject  was  in- 
volved during  the  earlier  stages  of  the  revulsion, 
there  cannot  now  be  many  by  whom  the  whole 
question  is  not  fall?  understood. 

Not  deeming  it  wiihin  the  constitutional  powers 
of  the  General  Government  to  repair  private  loss- 
es sustained  by  reverses  in  business  having  no  con- 
nection with  the  public  service,  either  by  direct  ap- 
propriations from  the  Treasury,  or  by  special  legis- 
lation designed  to  secure  exclusive  privileges  and 
immunities  to  individuals  or  classes  in  preference  10, 
and  at  the  expense  of,  (he  great  majority  neeessari- 
ly  debarred  from  any  participation  in  them,  no 
attempt  to  do  so  has  been  either  made,  recom- 
mended, or  encouraged,  by  the  present  Execu- 
tive. 

It  k  believed,  however,  that  the  great  purposes 
for  the  attainment  of  which  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment was  instituted  have  not  been  lost  sight  of.  In- 
trusted only  with  certain  limitel  powers,  cautious- 
ly enumerated,  distinctly  specified,  and  defined  with 
a  precision  and  clearness  which  would  seem  to  de- 
fy misconstruction,  it  has  been  my  constant  aim 
to  confine  myself  within  the  limits  so  clearly  mark- 
ed oat,  and  so  carefully  guarded.  Having  always 
been  of  opinion  that  the  best  preservative  of  the 
union  of  the  States  is  to  he  found  in  a  total  absti- 
nence from  the  exercise  of  all  doubtful  powers  on 
the  part  of  the  Federal  Government,  rather  than  in 
attempts  to  assume  them  by  a  loose  construction 
of  the  Constitution,  or  an  ingenious  perversion  of 
its  words,  I  have  endeavored  to  avoid  recommend- 
ing any  measure  which  I  had  reason  to  apprehend 
would,  in  the  opinion  even  of  a  considerable  mi- 
nority of  my  fellowcitisens,  by  regarded  as  trench- 
ing on  the  rights  of  the  States,  or  the  provisions  of 
the  hallowed  instrument  of  our  Union.  Viewing 
the  aggregate  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  as 
a  voluntary  concession  of  the  States,  it  seemed  to 
me  that  such  only  should  be  exercised  as  were  at 
the  time  intended  to  be  given. 

I  have  been  strengthed,  too,  in  the  proprie- 
ty (of  this  course,  by  the  onviction  that  all  ef- 
irts  to  go  beyond  this,  tend  only  to  produce 
dissatisfaction  and  distrust,  to  excite  jealou- 
sies, and  to  provoke  resistance.  Instead  of  ad- 
tng  strength  to  (the  Federal  Government,  even 
when  successful,  they  must  ever  prove  a  source  *  f 
incurable  weakness,  by  alienating  a  portion  of 
those  whose  adhesion  is  indispensable  to  the  great 
aggregate  of  united  strength,  and  whose  voluntary 
attachment  is,  in  my  estimation,  far  more  essential 
lo  the  efficiency  of  a  Government  strong  in  the  best 
of  all  possible  strength — the  confidence  and  attach- 
of  all  those  who  make  up  its  constituent 
nts. 

bus  believing,  it  has  been  my  purpose  to  secure 
to  Jhc  whole  people,  and  to  every  member  of  the 


confederacy,  by  general,  salutary,  and  equal  la  #8 
alone,  the  benefit  of  those  Republican  institutions 
which  it  was  the  end  and  aim  of  the  Constitution  to 
e&tablish,  and  the  impartial  influence  of  which  is,  in 
my  judgment,  indispensable  to  their  preserva- 
tion. 1  cannot  bring  myself  to  believe  that  the 
lasting  happiness  of  the  people,  the  prosperity  of  the 
States,  or  the  permanency  of  their  Union,  can  be 
maintained  by  giving  reference  or  priority  to  any 
class  of  citizens  in  the  distribution  of  benefits  or 
privileges,  or  by  the  adoption  of  measures  which 
enrich  one  portion  of  the  Union  at  the  expense  of 
another,  nor  can  1  see  in  the  interference  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government  with  the  local  legislation  and  re- 
served rights  of  the  State?,  a  remedy  for  present, 
or  a  security  against  future,  dangers. 

The  first,  and  assuredly  not  the  least,  important 
step  towards  relieving  the  country  from  the  con- 
dition into  which  it  had  been  plunged  by  excesses 
in  trade,  banking,  and  credits  of  all  kinds,  was 
to  place  the  business  transactions  of  the  Go- 
vernment itself  on  a  solid  basi>*;  giving  and  receiv- 
ing in  all  caws  value  for  value,  and  nei  her  coun- 
tenancing nor  encouraging  in  others  that  delusive 
system  of  credit*  from  which  it  has  been  found  so 
difficult  to  ercape,  and  which  has  left  nothing  be- 
hind it  but  the  wrecks  that  mark  its  fatal -career. 

That  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Government  are 
now,  and  have  been  during  the  whole  period  of 
these  widespreadfng  difficulties,  conducted  with  a 
strict  and  invariable  regard  to  this  great  fundamen- 
tal principle,  and  that  by  the  assumption  and  main- 
tenance of  the  stand  thus  taken  on  the  very 
threshold  of  the  approaching  crisis,  more  than  by 
any  other  cause  or  causes  whatever,  the  commu- 
nity at  large  has  been  shielded  from  the  incalcula- 
ble evils  of  a  general  and  indefinite  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  and  a  consequent  ann  hilation, 
for  the  whole  period  it  might  have  lasted,  of  a  just 
and  invariable  standard  of  value,  will,  it  i*  be- 
lieved, at  this  period,  scarcely  be  questioned. 

A  steady  adherence,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  the  policy  which  has  produced  such  salu- 
tary results,  aided  by  judicious  State  legislation, 
and,  what  i«  not  less  important,  by  the  industry, 
enterprise,  perseverance,  and  economy  of  the  Ame- 
rican people,  cannot  fail  to  raise  the  whole  coun- 
try, at  an  early  period,  to  a  state  of  solid  and  en- 
during prosperity,  not  subject  to  be  again  over- 
thrown by  the  suspension  of  banks  or  the  explo- 
sion of  a  Moa'ed  credi-  system.  Ii  is  for  the  peo- 
ple, and  their  repre*enta'ives,  lo  decide  whether 
or  not  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  country 
(which  all  geod  citizens  equally  desire,  however 
widely  they  may  differ  as  to  the  means  of  its  ac- 
complishment) shall  be  in  this  way  secured;  or 
whether  the  management  of  the  pecuniary  con- 
cerns of  the  Government,  and,  by  consequence, 
to  a  great  extent,  those  of  individuals  also,  thai!  be 
carried  back  to  a  condition  of  things  which  fostered 
those  contractions  and  expansions  of  the  currency, 
and  those  reckless  abuses  of  credit,  from  the  bale- 
ful effects  of  which  the  country  has  so  deedly  suf- 
fered—a return  that  can  prom  is a,  in  the  end,  no 
better  results  than  to  reproduce  the  embarrassments 
the  Government  has  experienced;  and  to  remove 
from  the  shoulders  of  the  present,  to  those  of  fresh 
victims,  the  bitter  fruits  of  that  spirit  of  speculative 
enterprise  to  which  our  country  men  are  so  liable, 
and  upon  which  the  lesson?  of  experience  are  ao 
unavailing.  The  choice  is  an  important  one,  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  it  may  be  wisely  made. 

A  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  presenting 
a  detailed  view  of  the  affairs  of  that  department, 
accompanies  this  communication. 

The  desultory  duties  connected  with  the  removal 
of  the  Indians,  in  which  the  army  has  been  con* 
stantly  engaged  on  the  Northern  and  Western  fron- 
tiers, and  in  Florida,  have  rendered  it  impractica- 
ble to  carry  into  full  effect  the  plan  recommended 
by  the  Secretary  f,r  improving  its  discipline.  In 
every  instance  where  the  regiments  have  been  con- 
centrated, they  have  made  great  progress;  and  the 
best  results  may  be  anticipated  from  a  continuance 
of  this' system.  During  the  last  season,  a  part  of 
the  troops  have  been  employed  in  removing  Indians 
from  the  interior  to  the  territory  assigned  them  in 
the  West — a  duty  which  they  have  performed  effi- 
ciently, and  with  praiseworthy  humanity;  and  that  j 


ponton  of  them  which  h*s  been  stationed  in  Flo- 
rida continued  active  operations  there  throughout 
the  heats  of  summer. 

The  policy  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  the 
Indians,  of  which  a  succinct  account  is  given 
in  my  message  of  1838,  and  of  the  wisdom  and 
expediency  of  which  I  am  fully  ratisfied,  hat 
been  continued  in  active  operation  throughout  the 
whole  period  of  my  administration.  Since  the 
rpring  of  1837,  more  than  forty  thousand  Indians 
have  been  removed  to  their  new  homes  west  of  the 
Mississippi;  and  I  am  happy  to  add  that  ail  ac- 
counts concur  in  representing  the  result  of  this 
measure  as  eminently  beneficial  to  that  people. 

The  emigration  of  the  Seminoles  alone  has  been 
attended  with  serious  difficulty,  and  occasioned 
bloodshed,  hostilities  having  been  commenced  by 
the  Indians  in  Florida,  nnder  the  apprehension  that 
they  would  be  compelled,  by  force,  to  comply  with 
their  treaty  stipulations.  The  execution  of  the 
treaty  of  Payne's  Landing,  signed  in  1832,  bat  not 
ratified  until  1834,  was  postponed,  at  the  solia'a- 
tion  of  the  Indians,  until  1836,  when  they  again  re- 
newed their  agreement  to  remove  peaceably  to  their 
new  homes  in  the  West.  In  the  face  of  Urn  solemn 
and  renewed  compact;  they  broke  their  faith,  and 
commenced  hostilities  by  the  massacre  of  Major 
Dade's  command,  the  murder  of  their  agent,  Gene- 
ral Thompson,  and  other  acts  of  cruel  treachery. 
When  this  alarming  and  unexpected  intelligence 
reached  the  seat  of  Government,  every  effirt  ap- 
pears to  have  been  made  to  reinforce  General 
Clinch,  who  commanded  the  troops  then  in  Florida. 
General  Eustis  was  despatched  with  reinforcements 
from  Charleston,  troops  were  called  out  from  Ala- 
bama, Tennessee,  and  Georgia,  and  General  Scott 
was  sent  to  take  the  command,  with  ample  powers 
and  ample  means.  At  tie  first  alarm,  General 
Gaines  organized  a  force  at  New  Orleans,  and, 
without  waiting  fur  order?,  landed  in  Florida, 
where  he  delivered  over  the  troops  he  had  brought 
with  him  to  General  Scott. 

Gov.  Gall  was  subsequently  appointed  to  conduct 
a  summer  campaign,  aud,  at  the  close  of  it,  was 
replaced  by  General  Jesup.  These  events  and 
changes  took  place  under  the  administration  of  my' 
predecessor.  Notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  the 
experienced  officers  who  had  command  there  for 
eighteen  months,  on  entering  upon  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Government  I  found  the  Territory  of 
Florida  a  prey  to  Indian  atrocities.  A  strenuous 
effort  was  immediately  made  to  bring  these  hostili- 
ties to  a  close;  and  the  army,  under  General  Jejop, 
was  reinforced  until  it  amounted  to  ten  thousand 
men,  and  furnished  with  abundant  supplies  of  eve- 
ry description.  In  this  campaign  a  great  number 
of  the  enemy  were  captured  and  destroyed;  bat  the 
character  of  the  contest  only  was  changed,  The 
Indians,  having  been  defeated  in  every  engagement, 
dispersed  in  small  bands  throughout  the  country, 
and  became  an  enterprisog.  formidably  and  rain- 
less banditti.  General  Taylor,  uho  succeeded 
General  Jesup,  used  his  best  exertions  to  sabdne 
them,  and  wa*  feeouded  in  his  efforts  by  the  officers 
under  bis  command;  but  he,  too,  failed  to  protect 
the  Territory  from  their  depredations.  By  an  act 
of  signal  and  cruel  treachery,  they  broke  the  trace 
made  with  them  by  General  Macomb,  who  was 
sent  from  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
into  effect  the  expressed  wishes  of  Congress,  and 
have  continued  their  devastations  ever  since.  Gene- 
ral Armistead,  who  was  in  Florida  when  General 
Taylor  left  the  army,  by  permission,  assumed  the 
command,  and,  after  active  summer  operations, 
was  met  by  propositions  for  peace;  and,  from  the 
fottunate  coincidence  of  the  arrival  in  Florida,  at 
the  same  period,  of  a  delegation  from  the  Semi- 
noles who  are  happily  settled  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, nnd  are  now  anxious  to  persuade  their  coun- 
trymen to  join  them  there,  hopes  were  for  some 
time  entertained  that  the  Indians  might  be  induced 
to  leave  the  Territory  without  further  difficulty. 
These  hopes  have  proved  fallacious,  and  hos- 
tilities have  been  renewed  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  Territory.  That  this  contest  has  endued 
so  long,  is  to  be  attributed  to  causes  beyond 
the  control  of  the  Government.  Experienced  ge- 
nerals have  had  the  command  of  the  troops;  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  hate  alike  distinguished  tana- 
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selves  for  their  activity,  pitienoe,  and  enduring 
eoursg»;  ***  army  has  been  constantly  furnithed 
villi  supplies  of  every  description;  and  we  mast 
look  for  the  causes  which  have  so  long  procrasti- 
nated the  issue  of  the  contest,  ia  the  vast  extent  of 
the  theatre  of  hostilities,  the  almost  insurmounta- 
ble obstacles  presented  by  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try, the  climate,  and  the  wily  character  of  the 


The  sites  for  marine  hospitals  on  the  rivers  and 
takes,  which  I  was  authorized  to  eelect  aod  cause 
to  be  purchased,  have  ail  been  designated,  bat,  the 
appropriation  not  proving  sufficient,  conditional*  ar- 
rangeoKits  only  have  been  made  for  their  acqoi- 
siuon.  It  is  for  Congress  to  decide  whether  those 
conditional  porchases  shall  be  sanctioned,  and  the 
humane  intentions  of  the  law  carried  into  foil 
effect 

The  navy,  as  will  appear  from  the  accompany- 
ing report  of  the  Secretary,  has  been  ocefully  and 
honorably  employed  in  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce and  citizens  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  Pa* 
cine,  on  the  const  of  Brazil,  and  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  A  small  squadron,  consisting  of  the 
frigate  Constellation  and  the  sloop* of- war  Bos- 
ton, nnder  Commodore  Kearney,  is  now  on 
ia  -way  to  the  China  and  Indian  seas,  for 
the  purpose  of  attending  to  onr  interests  in 
that  quarter;  and  Commander  Auliek,  in  the 
stoop-of-war  Yorktown,  has  been  instructed  to 
visit  the  Sandwich  and  Socie.y  islands,  the  coasts 
of  New  Zealand  and  Japan,  together  with  other 
DOfia  and  islands  frequented  by  our  whale-snips, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  countenance  and 
protection,  should  they  b?  required.  Other  smaller 
vessels  have  been,  and  still  are,  employed  in  prose- 
cuting the  surveys  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States, 
directed  by  various  acts  of  Congret*;  and  those 
which  have  been  completed  will  shortly  be  laid  be- 
fore yon. 

The  Exploring  expedition,  at  the  latest  date,  was 
preparing  to  leave  the  Bay  of  Islands,  New  Zea- 
land, in  further  prosecution  of  objects  which  have 
thus  far  been  successfully  accomplished.  The  dis- 
covery of  a  new  continent,  which  was  first  seen  in 
latitude  66°  2'  south,  longitude  154°  27' east,  and 
afterwards  in  latitude  660  31' south,  longitude  153° 
W  east,  by  Lieutenants  Wilkes  and  Hudson,  for 
an  extent  of  eighteen  hundred  miles,  but  on  which 
they  were  prevented  from  landing  by  vast  bodies 
of  ice  which  encompassed  it,  is  one  of  the  honora- 
ble result*  of  the  enterprise.  Lieutenant  Wilkes 
bears  testimony  to  the  z*al  and  Rood  conduct  of  his 
efleere  and  men;  and  it  is  but  just  ce  to  that  officer 
to  stale  that  he  appears  to  have  performed  the  du- 
ties assigned  to  him  with  an  ardor,  ability,  and 
perseverance,  which  give  ejrety  assurance  of  an 
honorable  issue  to  the  under  airing. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  herewith 
transmitted,  will  exhibit  the  service  of  that  De- 
partment the  past  year,  and  its  present  condition. 
•The  transportation  has  been  maintained  during  the 
year  to  the  foil  extent  authorized  by  the  exiting 
laws;  some  improvements  have  been  effected, 
which  the  public  interest  seemed  urgently  to  de- 
mand, out  not  involving  any  material  additional 
expenditure;  the  contractors  have  generally  per- 
forated their  engagements  with  fidelity;  the  post- 
masters, with  fcw  exceptions,  have  rendered  their 
accounts  and  paid  their  quarterly  balances  with 
promptitude  and  the  whole  service  of  the  Depart- 
ment has  maintained  the  efficiency  for  which  it 
has  for  several  years  been  distinguished. 

The  acts  of  Congress  establishing  new  mail 
route*,  and  requiring  more  expensive  services  en 
other?,  and  the  increasing  wants  of  the  country, 
have,  for  three  years  past,  carried  the  expenditures 
something  beyond  the  accruing  revenues;  the  ex- 
cess having  been  met,  until  the  past  year,  by  the 
surplus  which  had  previously  accumulated.  That 
surplus  having  been  exhausted,  and  the  anticipated 
increase  in  the  revenue  not  having  been  realized, 
owing  to  the  depression  ia  the  commercial  business 
of  me  country,  the  finances  of  the  department  ex- 
hibit a  small  deficiency  at  the  close  of  the  last 
fiscal  year.  Its  resources,  however,  are  ample;  and 
the  reduced  rates  of  compensation  for  the  transpor- 
tation service,  which  may  be  expected  on  the  future 
lettings,  from  (he  general  reduction  of  prices,  with 


the  increase  of  revenue  that  may  reasonably  be  an- 
ticipated fr»m  the  revival  of  commercial  ac>irity, 
most  soon  place  the  finances  of  the  department  in  a 
prosperous  condition. 

Considering  the  unfavorable  circumstances  which 
have  existed  daring  the  past  year,  it  is  a  gratifying 
result  that  the  revenue  has  not  declined,  as  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year,  but,  on  the  contra- 
ry, exhibits  a  small  increase;  the  circumstances  re* 
ferred  to  having  had  no  other  effect  than  to  check 
the  expected  income. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Postmaster  General  sug- 
gests certain  improvements  in  the  establishment, 
designed  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the  mails, 
cheapen  the  transportation!  ensure  greater  regu- 
larity in  the  service,  nnd  secure  a  considerable  re- 
daction in  the  rales  of  letter  postage — an  object 
highly  desirable.  The  subject  is  one  of  general  in- 
terest to  the  community,  and  is  respectfully  recom- 
mended to  your  consideration. 

The  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade  has 
received  the  continued  attention  of  the  Government. 
The  brig  Dolphin  and  schooner  Grampus  have  been 
employed  during  the  last  season1  on  the  coast  of  Af- 
rica, for  the  purpose  of  preventing  such  portions  of 
that  trade  as  was  said  t  >  be  prosecuted  under  the 
American  flag.  After  cruising  off  those  parts  of 
the  coast  most  usually  resorted  to  by  slavers,  until 
the  commencement  of  the  rainy  season,  these  ves- 
vessels  retorted  to  the  United  States  for  supplies, 
and  have  si  use  been  despatched  on  a  similar  ser- 
vice 

From  (he  reports  of  the  commanding  officers,  it 
appears  that  tt  e  trad*  is  now  principally  carried  on 
under  Ponutuese  colors;  and  they  express  the  opi- 
nion thai  the  apprehension  of  their  presence  on  the 
slave  coast  bas,  in  a  great  degree,  arrested  the  pros- 
titution of  the  American  flag  to  this  inhuman  pur- 
pose. It  is  hoped  that,  by  continuing  to  maintain 
this  force  in  that  quarter,  and  by  the  exertions  of  the 
officers  in  command,  much  wj  1  be  done  to  put  a  stop 
to  whatever  portion  of  this  traffic  may  have  been  car- 
ried on  nnder  the  American  flag,and  to  prevent  its  use 
in  a  trade  which,  while  it  violates  the  laws,  is  equally 
an  outrage  on  the  rights  of  others  and  the  feelings 
of  humanity.  The  efforts  of  the  several  Govern- 
ments who  are  anxiously  seeking  to  suppress  this 
traffic  must,  however,  be  directed  against  the  facili- 
ties afforded  by  what  are  now  recognised  as  legiti- 
mate commercial  pursuits,  before  that  object  can 
be  fully  accomplished.  Supplies  of  provisions, 
water-casks,  merchandise,  and  articles  connected 
with  the  prosecution  of  the  slave-trade,  are,  it  is 
understood,  freely  carried  by  vessels  of  different 
nations  to  the  slave  factories;  and  the  effects  of  the 
factors  are  tranaported  openly  from  one  slave  sta- 
tion to  another,  without  interruption  or  punishment 
by  either  of  the  nations  to  which  they  belong,  en- 
gaged in  the  commerce  of  that  region.  I  submit 
to  your  judgments  whether  this  Government,  hav- 
ing been  the  first  to  prohibit,  by  adequate  penalties, 
the  slave  trade — the  first  to  declare  it  piracy — 
should  not  be  the  first,  also,  to  forbid  to  its  citizens 
all  trade  wjth  the  slave  factories  on  the  coast  of 
Africa;  giving  an  example  to  all  nations  in  this 
respect,  which,  if  fairly  followed,  cannot  fail  to 
produce  the  most  effective  results  in  breaking  up 
those  dens  of  iniquity. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  December  5,  1840. 

The  message  having  beon  read, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUBBARD, 

Ordered,  That  the  message  and  accompanying 
documents  be  printed;  and  that  five  thousand  co- 
pies of  the  message,  and  fifteen  hundred  copies  of 
the  message  and  accompanying  documents,  be 
primed  for  the  use  of  the  &  n«te. 

The  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  by  his 
annnal  report  on  the  finances,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 
RETORT  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

on  thb  state  op  the  f1na  it  cxs. 

Treasury  Department, 
December  7, 1840. 
The  undersigned  respectfully  submi'a  to  Con- 
gress the  following  report  on  the  Gnance.*: 

He  has  great  pleasure  in  announcing  that  dur- 
ing the  present  year  the  expenditures  have  been 


still  farther  reduced;  and,  though  the  revenue  Aa* 
not  proved  so  large  as  usual,  all  the  public  engage- 
ments have  been  met  with  promptitude. 

I.  The  receipts  and  means  for  1840,  exclusive  of 
trusts  and  the  Post  Office  has  been  aa  follows: 
The  available  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  It  t 
of  January,  1840,  is  computed  to 
have  been  #3,246,749  00 

The  data  on  which  this  concht- 
sion  r?stf,  connected  with  the  actual 
receipt  and  expenditures  in  1839, 
and  with  the  unavailable  condition 
of  a  portion  ef  the  public  funds,  * 

maybe  seen  in  the  statements  an- 
nexed. 

During  the   first  three  quarters  of 
the  present  year    the  nett   re- 
ceipts from  customs 
were        -  #10,689,884  78 

During  the  same  pe- 
riod the  receipts 
from  lands  were  -  2,630,217  25 
Miscellaneous  re- 
ceipts for  the  same 
time        -  -         77,660  98 

Estimated     receipts 
for     the    fourth 
<   quarter  from  all 
these  sources       -    3,800,000  00 


These  makejthe  aggregate  of  ordi- 
nary receipts  for  the  year  •  17,197,763  Of 

Add  t>ie  estimated 
receipts  of  princi- 
pal and  interest  * 
in  1840,  out  of 
what  was  doe 
from  former  depo- 
Mte  bank?,  but  not 
available  on  the 
1st  of  January 
last         -  -     #850,000  00 

Add  also  the  estima- 
ted receipts  from 
the  fourth  bond  of 
the  United  States 
Bank      -  -    2,500,000  00 

Do.  from  the  issue  ot 
Treasury  notes  in* 
stead  of  others  re- 
deemed  -  -   5,440,000  00 


Aggregate  from  these 
additional  sources       •    - 

To  is  will  make  the  total  means  in 
1840,  as  ascertained  and  es'ima- 
ted 


8,790,000  00 


#88,234,512  01 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  about  #700,060  <* 
the  sums  computed  to  be  received  within  the  year 
from  the  banks  above  described,  have  not  yet  been' 
ascertained  to  be  paid;  and  if,  contrary  to  expecta- 
tion, there  should  be  a  failure  to  pay  any  part  of 
them  until  next  year,  it  will  make  a  difference  to 
that  ex'ent  in  the  preceding  results. 

II.  The  expenditures  for  1840,  exclusive  of  trusts 
and  the  Post  Office,  have  been  as  follows: 
For  the  first  three  quarters:  t ivil,  di- 
plomatic, and  miscellaneous       -  #4,118,248  4>4 
F*r  the  same  tiae,  military  -    8,750,784  52 

For  the  same  time,  naval    -  -    4,620,316  35 

Estimates  by  this  Department 
(though  higher  by  the  others)  far 
all  expenses  during  the  fourth 
quarter    ....   5,000/000  00 

These  make  the  aggregate  of  cur- 
rent expenses  for  the  whole  year  22,489,349  51 

Add  for  funded  debt  and  interest  for 
that  of  the  cities  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  during  the  year,  ascer- 
tained and  estimated        -  -       100,000  00 

Redemption  of  Treasury  note?,  in- 
cluding principal  and  interest,  as-    m 
certainrd  during  the  first  three 
quarters  -  •-    3,629,306  61 

Estimate  of  notes  that  will  be  re- 
deemed in  the  fourth  quarter     •      435,000  00 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONORE88IONAL  GLOBE. 


Dec.  1S40. 


26TH  COVO""18T  Sbss. 


Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Sen.  &H.  of  Reps, 


This  will  make  ibe  aggregate  of  pay- 

meats  or  expenditures  of  all  kinds  26,643*656  13 
Leaving  an  available  bajeace  of 

money  In  the  Treasury  on  the  31st 

December,  1840,  computed  to  be    1,590,855  39 

#38,234,512  01 

The  funds  on  hand,  considered  not  available  for 
public  purposes,  at  the  commencement  as  well  as 
do* e  of  the  present  year,  are  described  particularly 
in  the  statement  annexed. 

Previous  to  the  close  of  the  year,  should  Congress 
pass  any  new  appropriations  which  may  be  imme- 
diately  expended,  an  additional  charge  to  that  ex- 
tent will  tbus  be  Imposed  on  1840;  and  if  amount- 
ing to  any  considerable  sum,  ii  might  prudently  be 
accompanied  by  some  provision  of  new  means  suf- 
ficient for  its  payment.    - 

III.  The  condition  of  the  public  debt  next  de- 
mauds  consideration. 

An  exhibit  of  the  particulars  of  if,  whether 
funded  or  unfunded,  and  of  the  payments  made 
within  the  year  on  account  of  both,  is  annexed. 

Probably  none  of  the  former  kind  of  debt  exists 
which  is  due,  except  what  has  been  forgotten,  er 
the  evidence  of  it  mislaid;  as  all  ever  claimed, 
whether  incurred  in  the  Revolution,  or  since,  has 
been  promptly  discharged.  It  is  fortunate  that  no 
new  debt  of  a  permanent  character  has  been  re- 
cently created  by  the  General  Government;  and 
the  undersigned,  for  reasons  formerly  explained, 
which  need  not  be  here  repeated,  has  uniformly 
considered  it  sound  policy  never  to  incur  one  in 
time  of  peace.  But  it  will  be  recollected  that  Con- 
gress, by  an  act  passed  in  May,  1836,  engaged, 
under  special  conditions,  to  make  payment  of  a 
debt  due  from  ihe  cities  of  the  Disirict  of  Co- 
lumbia to  certain  individuals  abroad. 

The  principal  amounted  of  f  1,500,000,  and  was 
to  be  paid  in  yearly  instalments  of  $60,000 
each,  beginning  the  1st  ef  January,  1841.  But 
the  interest  was  payable  quarterly,  and,  during  the 
last  four  years,  has  been  regularly  discharged  by 
the  Treasury. 

Within  the  past  year,  notice  has  been  received 
from  the  agent  of  the  creditors  that  payment  of  the 
first  and  subsequent  instalments  of  the  principal  is 
desired  to  be  made,  when  due,  with  punctuality. 
To  insure  a  cemplance  with  that  wish,  it  will  be 
necessary,  besides  meeting  the  interest  quarterly, 
to  advance  $60,000  of  the  principal  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  ensuing  year;  and  the  residue 
must  be  paid,  in  like  amounts,  annually  hereafter, 
till  the  whole  is  discharged. 

The  canal  stocks,  assigned  to  secure  these  pay- 
ments, can,  by  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  be  sold 
to  aid  in  reimbursing  them.  Bat,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, the  money  is  to  be  taken  from  the  Treasu- 
ry, under  existing  laws,  which  appropriate  suffi- 
cient to  discharge  all  outstanding  debts;  and  a  sale, 
if  able  to  be  made  afterwards,  must  probably  be  at 
a  great  sacrifice.  Congress  may  therefore,  in  its 
wisdom,  think  further  legislation  on  the  subject 
expedient. 

This  is  all  the  funded  debt  not  due,  and  like- 
wise all  of  it  not  paid,  except,  as  before  explained, 
the  inconsiderable  portions  never  yet  demanded. 

In  respect  to  the  unfunded  debt:  such  small 
parts  as  were  created  previous  to  1837,  and  still 
remain  unsatisfied,  must,  it  is  presumed,  be  in 
that  condition  from  some  accident,  which  has  pre- 
vented a  request  to  be  made  for  payment. 

Nor  has  any  of  it,  which  was  incurred  since, 
fallen  due,  wi-hout  being  discharged  whenever 
claimed. 

The  whole  balance  of  the  four  emissions  of  Trea- 
sury notes  made  since  October,  1837,  which  was 
outstanding  on  the  1st  instant,  amounted  only  to 
$4,433,823.  This  is  but  $1,675,488  more  than  at 
the  close  of  1839,  notwithstanding  ihe  great  decline 
in  our  revenue  since,  and  the  unexpectedly  large 
expenditures  of  old  appropriations  connected  with 
the  Florida  war,  and  the  further  adjustment  of 
claims  in  behalf  of  Indians. 

Had  these  events  not  happened,  less  even  than 
that  amount  of  nates  would  have  been  issued,  and 
!l"  T^*8*1*  might,  with  ease,  have  redeemed 
wjttyn  the  year  all  that  were  outstanding. 


It  could  have  done  the  same,  also,  with  most  of 
them,  had  Congress,  at  the  last  session,  passed  the 
declaratory  act  concerning  the  tariff,  modified  the 
ey stem  of  drawbacks  to  correspond  with  the  exist- 
ing duties,  and  adopted  the  propositions  made  for 
graduating  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  as  well  as 
farming  new  land  districts. 

It  must  be  gratifying  to  learn,  however,  that, 
though  incommoded  by  the  failure  of  those  mea- 
sures,* and  the  unexpected  eir*  umstanses  before 
enumerated,  the  Department  has  been  enabled,  by 
other  means  under  its  control,  to  redeem  every  note 
presented,  and  to  pay,  with  punctuality,  a  1  debts 
that  have  fallen  due. 

The  credit  of  the  General  Government  has  thus 
thus  been  preserved  so  high,  that,  instead  of  sacri- 
ficing its  securities  at  large  discounts,  as  in  this  and 
foreign  nations  some  have  been  compelled  to  do 
with  public  stocks,  the  Treasury  notes  have  conti- 
nued at  par  daring  the  year,  though  never  bearing 
an  interest  higher  than  5  2-5  per  cent,  and  sub- 
ject even  to  the  stoppage  of  that,  after  sixty  days' 
notice. 

In  fine,  on  a  review  of  the  whole  suVject,  our 
situation  respecting  a  public  debt  of  any  kind  will 
be  found  a  mott  favored  one.  Regarded  as  an  in- 
dication either  of  the  good  state  of  the  national 
credit,  or  the  ample  resources  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment, or  the  discreet  legislation  relative  to  its 
fiscal  concerns,  it  wilLbe  difficult  to  discover  many 
eras  more  prosperous  in  these  respects,  whether  in 
the  annals  of  this  or  any  other  country. 

IV.  Tne  exports  and  imports  within  the  yen 
ending  September  30, 1840,  exhibit  several  striking 
peculiarities.  While  the  foreign  commerce  of  the 
country  constitutes  the  chief  basis  ot  the  revenue 
of  the  General  Government,  and  is  indicative  of 
the  ex>ent  of  cur  surplus  produce,  the  statistical  re- 
turns in  relation  to  the  subject  must  excite  constcjit 
attention  among  s'atesmen  and  political  economist*, 
as  well  as  merchants. 

The  exports  during  the  year  are  computed  to 
have  been  $131,571,950.  This  amount  is 
quite  $10,543,534  more  than  in  1839,  notwithstand- 
ing the  reduced  price  of  some  of  our  great  staples, 
and  is  larger  than  ever  existed  before  in  car  his* 
tory. 

Of  the  whole  exports,  only  $17,809,333  were  of 
foreign  origin.  Tbis  left  those  of  domestic  origin 
at  $113  762,617,  being  $6,845,937  more  than  in 
any  previous  year. 

The  imports  during  1840  were  about  $104,805,891. 
Tnis  shows  the  great  falling  off  from  the  previous 
year  of  $57,296,241.  It  furnishes,  likewise,  the 
principa  jexpltnation  of  the  extraordinary  diminu- 
tion which  has  occurred  in  the  revenue  from  cus- 
tom*; a  diminution,  however,  which  has  been 
caused,  in  part,  by  evasions  of  the  lawp,  new  judi- 
cial constructions  left  uncorrected,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  too  large  sums  for  bounties  and  drawbacks, 
under  an  omission  in  the  existing  tariff  to  reduce 
them  in  a  ratio  equal  to  the  reduction  going  on  in 
the  duties. 

The  difference  between  our  exports  and  i  nports 
has  usually  been  in  favor  of  the  latter.  Several 
years  ago  it  ranged  that  way  about  seven  millions 
of  dollars  annually;  but,  of  late,  the  average  has 
risen  to  near  twenty  millions  annually;  the  excess 
of  imports  having  been,  in  1836 even,  $61,316,995, 
and  in  1839  $41,063,716.  But  during  1840,  the 
extraordinary  occurrence  of  a  reverse  in  this  state 
of  things  has  taken  place.  Such  a  circumstance  as 
the  exports  at  all  exceeding  the  imports,  is  believed 
to  have  happened  previously  only  six  times  since 
the  Constitution  was  adopted;  and  then,  never  to  an 
extent  beyond  $7,916,831.  Now,  however,  with- 
out any  it>fl  tion,  and  in  some  important  articles 
under  a  contraction  of  prices,  the  excess  of  ex- 
ports is  not  only  more  than  ever  was  known  before, 
bui  quite  threefold  greater,  being  computed  to  equal 
$56,766,059. 

Ths  excess  having  failed  to  produce  the  usual 
corresponding  increase  of  imports,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, having  been  accompanied  by  a  diminution 
never  previously  equalled  in  amount,  except  under 
the  influence  of  the  embargo  in  1808,  the  whole 
matter  furnishes  another  proof  of  the  hazardous 
fluctuations  in  the  chief  source  of  our  present  reve- 


nue, which  Congress  has  been  requested  so  repetU 
edly  to  guard  against  by  some  permanent  provision. 

It  is  also  a  strong  illustration  of  the  probability 
of  the  conjecture  expressed  in  the  last  annual  re* 
port,  that  the  country  bad  become  alarmingly  in- 
debted abroad;  in  part  on  ordinary  mercantile 
credit,  but  chiefly  on  stocks  of  corporations  and 
States. 

To  meet  what  would  soon  be  due  for  interest 
alone,  it  was  then  supposed  would  require  twelve 
or  thirteen  millions  of  the  exports;  and  which,  hi 
that  event,  would  of  course  furnish  n*  returns  ia 
imports.  The  same  result  mast  follow  yearly,  till 
the  old  stocks  are  redeemed,  unless  new  ones  can, 
for  some  time  longer,  be  sold;  and  the  difficul- 
ty be  thus  deferred,  though  merely  at  the  ex- 
pense of  increasing  the  whole  ultimate  indebted- 
ness. 

But  it  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  witness 
the  indications  which  the  unprecedented  amount  of 
export?,  during  the  last  four  years,  has  given  of  tea   * 
continued  prorperity  of  the  country. 

Notwithstanding  some  depressions  in  particular 
branches  of  business,  or  in  particular  places,  ths 
general  prosperity  has  been  such  as  to  create  a 
large  surplus  of  products,  and  to  enable  us  to  send 
abroad  immense  and  increased  values  of  them, 
however  great  the  complaints  have  been  as  to  low 
prices. 

These  official  records  are  some  of  the  most  u- 
then  tic  tests  of  truth,  amidst  contradictory  conjee- 
tures  on  topics  like  these.  They  show  that  we  have 
been  able  to  spare,  in  exports  of  domestic  produc- 
tions during  the  last  four  years,  quite  $408£94,743 
in  value;  while  in  no  previous  term  of  that  length, 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  have  th/y 
exceeded  $359,447,692.  Except  in  the  last  two 
series;  of  tour  years,  they  have  never  gone  beyond 
$239,576,749;  or,  not  two- thirds  as  high  as  from 
1837  to  1840.  The  whole  tonnage  of  the  country 
has  also  advanced  within  the  four  years  past, 
more  than  20,000  tons. 

Seldom,  indeed,  if  ever,  has  the  navigating  inte- 
rest, one  of  the  great  exponents  of  our  wealth  sad 
increased  commerce,  been  so  prosperous  as  with- 
in the  last  twelve  months. 

It  is  true  that  a  portion  of  the  increase  in  exports 
may  be  attributable  to  some  alteration  in  the  ha* 
bits  of  the  community,  not  connected  with  additional 
wealth. 

The  disposition  in  families  to  rely  less  on  their 
own  resource*,  and  obtain  more  by  means  of  mer- 
cantile exchanges  abroad  as  well  as  at  hone, 
has,  without  doubt,  grown  more  rapidly  of  Isle 
years  than  formerly,  and  tended  to  augment  both 
the  imports  and  exports  beyond  what  the  real  in- 
crease in  the  amount  of  products  would  iadJealt* 
Yet  the  great  excess  of  exports  during  the  last  few 
years,  over  those  ot  previous  times,  cannot  all  have 
arisen  from  tee/e  circumstances.  Granting,  how- 
ever, that  some  of  it  has;  the  consequences  to  that 
extent,  and  in  another  view  of  the  subject,  are  not  • 
so  well  calculated  to  excite  gratification.  The  in- 
creased dependence  which  the  change  of  habits,  is 
selling  and  buying  so  much  more  of  what  hi  con- 
sumed, has  occasioned  between  different  countries 
and  those  engaged  in  different  avocations,  as  well 
as  the  increased  credit  thus  demanded  through 
many  new  ramifications,  and  the  greater*  sabjee- 
tion  thus  produced  of  almost  every  pursuit  to  the 
evils  attendant  on  fluctuations  in  prices,  on  bank 
expansions,  and  revulsions  in  commerce  have  pro- 
bably exercised  an  influence  on  the  events  of  the 
last  four  years  not  inconsiderable  nor  talutary. 
Combined  with  other  causes,  they  must  certainty 
have  tended  to  effect  a  wide  and  unfavorable  alte- 
ration in  public  manners;  -and  may,  in  time,  inflict 
an  injury  on  the  morals  and  character  of  the  na- 
tion, which  will  more  than  counterbalance  all  the 
gains  in  wealth. 

V.  The  estimates  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures for  1841  next  demand  attention. 

The  actual  receipts  and  expenditures  in  that  year 
can,  of  course,  bs  so  regulated  by  Congress, 
through  new  legislation,  as  to  reach  nearly  any 
amount  it  may  deem  proper.  But  ibe  undewgaed 
can  neither  increase  nor  diminish  them;  thongha 
duty  is  developed  on  him,  in  respect  to  the  tubjest» 
while  at  (lie  head  'of  the  Treasury,  which  he  swf 
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proceeds  to  perform— of  presenting  some  opinion 
concerning  the  amounts  u  which,  under  the  exist- 
ing laws,  and  the  calls  of  the  difierenl  department? , 
they  are  likely  to  attain. 

He  will  farther  suggest  any  general  changes 
which  appear  to  him  expedient,  as  well  as  any  new 
mesas  deemed  necessary  to  meet  all  the  burdens, 
which,  it  is  apprehended,  may  be  imposed. 

The  estimates  for  the  ordinary  receipts  end  ex- 
penditures in  the  ensuing  year  differ  some  millions 
from  what  will  be  actually  received  and  expended 
in  the  present  one. 

It  is  eaicula'ed,  however,  that  the  difference  wjll 
be  what  is  always  most  desirable,— some  increase 
of  the  receipts,  and  a  farther  diminution  of  the  ex- 
penditures. 

The  estimates  for  the  latter,  in  the  present  year, 
were  made  less  than  those  of  1039;  and  the  results 
have  corresponded.  Indeed,  it  is  a  cause  of  roach 
gratification  that  the  expectations  heretofore  che- 
rished, of  materially  reducing  the  public  burdens, 
have  been  verified  to  so  great  aa  extent.  Thus, 
the  expenses  of  1838  fell  below  those  of  1837; 
while  lie  expenses  of  1839,  notwithstanding  the 
continuance  of  the  Florida  war,  were  nearly  eight 
millions  below  those  of  1838;  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  expenses  of  1840  wilt  be  from  two  to  three 
millions  still  lower,  or  quite  ten  millions  less  than 
those  of  1838. 

They  would  nave  been  nearly  twelve  millions 
less,  had  not  that  war  continue d,  and  unusually 
large  payments  been  made  to  Indians,  under  old 
appropriations. 

It  is  beheved  that  the  oidinary  expenses  of  1841 
ought  to  fall  some  millions  below  these  in  1840; 
as  the  pensions  have  diminished  by  deaths, 
lewer  Indians  remain  to  be  removed,  several  ex- 
pensive public  buildings  hive  been  mos  ly  finished, 
and  hostilities  with  the  Seminole*  most  be  nearer  to 
a  dose. 

More  details  concerning  the  estimates  for  the 
next  year  will  be  proper,  and  will  illustrate  the  cor- 
rectness of  some  of  the  preceding  results. 

It  may  be  stated,  from  the  best  data  in  posses- 
sion of  this  Department,  that  the  receipts,  under  the 
existing  laws,  will  probably  be  as  follows: 
From  customs  .      119,000,000 

From  lands  .  .         3,500,000 

From  miscellaneous  80,000 

Add  the  expected   balance  in  the 

Treasury,  available  on  the  la  of 

January  next  .  1,580,855 


The  aggregate  of  ordinary  means  for 
the  next  year  would  then  be  .    24,160,855 

There  will  be  nothing  more,  either  of 
principal  or  interest,  due  from 
banks,  which  is  likely  to  be  made 
available,  except  about  930,000 

A  power  will  exist,  under  the  act  of 
31st  March,  1840,  to  mue  Treasu- 
ry notes  till  a  year  from  its  passage 
expires,  but  not  to  make  the  whole 
emission  outstanding  at  any  one 
lime  exceed  Ave  millions  of  dollars. 

Thin  will  furnish  additional  means, 
equal  to  the  computed  amount 
which  can  be  issued  at  the  close  of 
the  present  year,  being  about  349, 61 8 

Hence,  there  may  be  added,  from 
these  several  > purees,  so  much  as  to 
make  the  whole  means  for  the  next 
year 24,723,473 

Oa  the  other  hand,  the  expenditures 
for  184 1  for  ordinary  purposes,  if 
Congress  make  no  reduction  in  the 
appropriations  requested  by  the  dif- 
ferent departments,  are  estimated 


This  would  leave  a  balance  in  tee 
Treasury,  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
equal  to 

Bat  certain  payments  most  also  be 
made  oa  account  of  the  f  onde  d  and 
unfunded  debt,  unless  Congress  no* 
ifeorize  contracts  to  be  formed  for 


19  250,000 


5,473  473 


extending  the  time  of  their  pay- 
ment. Thus,  there  will  be  re- 
quired— 

On  account  of  the  funded  debt,  chiefly 
for  the  cities  of  this  District  .        $149,200 

For  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes, 
if  all  the  others  be  issued  which  can 
be  under  the  present  law,  as  then 
the  amount  returned  within  A.  D. 
1841  will  probably  not  exceed  4,500,000 


$4  649,200 


Estimated  balance  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  close  of  the  next  year,  after  all 
payments  whatever 


(824,273 


Thuj  it  will  be  seen  that  if  the  whole  of  these 
charges,  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  sboold  be 
required  lobe  extinguished  in  1841,  the  estimated 
means  will  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  but  may 
not,  besides,  leave  so  large  a  balance  in  the  Trea- 
sury as  is  convenient  and  metal.  The  bett  mode 
of  obviating  any  difficulty  which  might  arise  from 
that  circumstance  will  soon  be  considered  by  itself. 

For  some  further  general  view  of  the  grounds  of 
the  estimate  of  the  expenditures  for  1841,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  advert  a  few  moments  to  the  new  and 
old  appropriations  from  which  those  expenditures 
are  to  be  made. 

The  new  one.",  proposed  by  the  different  De- 
partments   for   the   service   of  1841,  amount  to 
116,621,520  28. 
Viz:  Civil,  diplomatic,  and  mfeeella- 

neoui  ....  $3,450,740  13 
Military  ....  7,725,440  94 
Naval         ....     5,445,339  21 

Besides  these,  certain  permanent  appropriations 
under  existing  laws  wiJl  become  chargeable  on  the 
Treasury  during  the  next  year,  in  sums  as  fol- 
lows: 

For  ordinary  ptirswet . 
Military        ....       $864,000 

For  other  purports. 
Public  debt,  including  interest  and 

first  instalment   for  the  District 

of  Columbia         .  •  .  149,200 

Redeeming  Treasury  notes  .  .        4,500,000 

These  would  make  the  new  charges,  for  ordina- 
ry purposes,  under  both  new  sod  permanent  appro- 
priations, amount  to  1 17,485,520  28.  Bo',  in- 
cluding the  public  debt  and  the  redemption  of 
Treasury  notes,  these  charges  would  be  $22,134,- 
720  28. 

It  will  be  perceived,  therefore,  that  the  aggregate 
of  actual  expenditures  during  1841  has  been  com- 
puted to  be  $1,764,480  higher  than  the  estimated 
amount  of  new  and  permanent  appropriations. 
This  is  done  not  only  because  some  small  over- 
sights have  doubtless  occurred  in  the  latter,  and 
unavoidable  omissions,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
notes,  but  some  new  private  bills,  granting  money, 
may  be  passed  by  Congress,  and  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  the  outstanding  appropriations  at  the  end  of 
1840~(thoogh  reduced  as  much  as  three  or  four 
millions  less  than  at  the  end  of  1839)  may  be  ex- 
pended in  1841,  than  will  be  left  unexpended  of  the 
new  charges  imposed.  These  last  two  item?  ate 
usually  computed  to  equal  each  other.  The  De- 
partments calculate  that  $6,661,123  of  the  old  ap- 
propriations will  be  required  to  complete  the  pur- 
poses originally  contemplated  by  them. 

They  ptopose  only  to  apply  about  $3,749,904  of 
them  to  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  without  re- 
appropriation;  and*  the  residue,  amounting  to 
$"138,678,  it  is  expected  will  go  to  the  surplus  fund 
They  estimate  the  whole  of  them  at  the  close  of  the 
year  to  be  #10,549,905. 

VI.  A  few  more  explanations  of  other  grounds 
for  the  estimates  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for 
the  next  year  may  be  useful. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  estima'es  for  both  are 
founded  principally  on  the  existing  laws.  S.iould 
Congress,  therefore,  alter  the  tariff,  so  as  to  in- 
crease or  reduce  the  duties,  the  expected  amount  of 
receipts  must  of  course  be  varied  in  that  propor- 
tion. 

So  it  must  be  if  Congress  makes  any  essential 
change  in  respect  to  the  public  lands,  and  either 


passes  a  graduation  bill,  and  creates  new  land  dis- 
tricts in  which  surveys  are  ready  for  large  sales,  as 
this  would  increase  the  immediate  receipts;  or  if, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  should  distribute  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  among  the  States,  as  that  would  dimi- 
nish the  revenue  applicable  to  the  purposes  of  the 
General  Government,  and  render  a  resort  to  new 
taxation,  an  increased  tarjff,  or  a  loan,  indispensa- 
ble, to  the  extent  of  the  distribution. 

The  estimates  of  the  receipts  from  customs  have 
been  lessened  somewhat,  because  the  importation 
of  certain  articles  paying  a  duty  will,  in  1841,  be 
partially  postponed  to  1842,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  reduction  in  the  tariff  on  them  which  will 
take  place  in  the  latter  year  under  the  existing 
laws. 

So  have  they  been  on  account  of  the  greater  pro- 
portionate bounties  and  drawbacks  which  are  now 
returned  on  several  articles,  and  some  beneficial 
operation  anticipated  from  the  Independent  Trea- 
sury in  checking  speculation. 

On  the  contrary,  the  revulsions  in  business 
which  nave  occurred  since  the  middle  of  1839,  and 
deeply  affected  the  revenue  of  some  other  countries 
as  well  as  our  own,  and  the  protracted  suspension 
of  specie  payments  by  many  of  the  banks,  which 
has  continued  over  a  large  part  of  the  United  States 
since  Octeber  in  that  year,  will  probably  terminate 
soon,  by  the  salutary  reaction  of  great  commercial 
principle?;  and  that  event  must  be  accompanied  by 
a  considerable  increase  of  imports  and  duties. 
The  amount  of  the  latter,  therefore,  has  been  esti- 
mated higher  than  the  actual  receipts  in  the  pre- 
sent year,  but  not  so  high  as  they  were  in  1839  by 
about  two  millions,  nor  so  high  as  many  anticipate 
they  will  be.  But  if  the  banks  do  not  speedily  re- 
sume, it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  estimafe  will  prove 
larger,  instead  of  smaller,  than  events  will  verify. 

The  revenue  from  lands  must  continue  to  be 
lower  under  the  present  laws  than  might  otherwise 
be  expected,  because  that  portion  of  the  vast  sales 
in  1835  an<l  1836  which  were  made  to  speculators, 
mast  for  some  years  longer  come  into  the  market 
in  competition  with  the  Government;  and  the  emi- 
gration to  Texas,  as  well  as  the  continuance  of  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  over 
much  of  the  West  and  Southwest,  is  likely  to  ope- 
rate injuriously  somewhat  longer,  though  probably 
with  a  force  much  diminished.    ' 

In  respect  to  the  estimates  for  expenditures,  it 
need  only  be  observed  here,  that  any  considerable 
addition  made  by  Congress  to  the  new  appropria- 
tions called  for,  would  require  a  provision  of  fur- 
ther means  to  meet  them,  corresponding  in  amount; 
and  any  diminution  in  those  appropriations  would 
also  reduce,  in  a  similar  manner,  the  amount' of 
means  otherwise  necessary. 

VII.  It  is  proper  to  advert  next  to  the  heat  mode 
of  avoiding  any  inequality  between  the  anticipated 
receipts  and  expenditures,  either  in  1841  or  1842. 

It  has  already  been  shown  that  the  whole  amount 
of  receipts  in  1841  will  probably  be  sufficient  t» 
discharge  all  ordinary  expenditures,  and  those  parts 
of  the  outstanding  debt,  funded  or  unfunded, 
which  may  become  due.  But  the  preservation  of 
a  suitable  balance  in  the  Tteasury  may  require 
more  than  what  will  probably  be  left  after  satisfy- 
ing other  purposes.  The  raising  of  any  sum  for 
that  object  in  1841  could,  however,  be  obviated  by 
authorising  a  contract  to  be  made,  under  proper 
restriction*,  extending  the  period  of  payment  for  a 
portion  of  the  temporary  liabilities  falling  due  ifl. 
that  year.  Yet,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  - 
thc  best  mode  of  providing  for  this  case  would  be, 
without  either  an  extension  of  this  kind,  or  a  loan, 
or  a  further  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  or  a  change 
in  the  tariff;  but  merely  by  les  ening  the  appropri- 
ations for  tbe  service  of  1841  below  the  estimates, 
or  by  passing  such  declaratory  clauses  as  to  the 
present  tariff,  and  such  acts  as  to  the  publio  land*, 
as  have  heretofore  been  urged  on  the  consideration 
of  Congress. 

The  arguments  in  favor  of  some  further  di- 
minution in  our  expenditures,  and  the  general 
items  in  which  the  reduction  is  considered  most 
compatible  with  the  public  interests,  were  so  fully 
exhibited  in  the  last  two  annual  teports  as  to  render 
a  repetition  of  them  unnecessary. 

It  was  then  believed  that  the  laws  could  be  aHeri 
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edsoas  lo  admit  of  safely  curtailing  the  appropri- 
ation? at  once,  to  such  an  extent  that  the  expendi- 
tures need  net  exceed,  in  the  aggregate,  seventeen 
or  eighteen  millions  yearly.  After  more  of  the 
pensions  termina'e,  and  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
is  completed,  ihey  could  be  beneficially  contracted 
to  even  lees  than  that  amount.  Such  a  reduction 
as  is  first  adverted  to  seems,  therefore,  proper  to  be 
adopted  now,  "lace  it  could  be  effected  without  the 
probability  of 'injury  to  any  useful  national  esta- 
blishment, would  promole  public  frugality,  and  su- 
persede the  necessity  either  of  higher  tariffs,  direct 
taxes,  or  permanent  debut. 

If  that  he  not  done,  the  secondary  measures  be- 
fore suggested,  such  as  a  declaratory  act  to  enforce 
fte  present  tariff,  a  suitable  modification  of  the 
drawbacks  and  bounties;  and  the  passage  of  bills 
graduating  the  price  -  of  public  lands,  as  well  as 
creating  some  new  dbtricts  for  the  sale  of  them, 
would  be  likely,  if  taking  effect  early,  to  yield  a 
suilable  supply  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  though,  under 
either  of  these  arrangements,  enough  might  be  ob- 
tained within  the  whole  of  1841  for  the  objects 
contemplated,  yet  not  a  due  or  sufficient  proportion 
in  the  first  quarter;  because  by  that  time  all  the 
measures  are  not  likely  to  go  into  full  operation, 
nor  much  of  the  anticipated  increase1  to  happen  in 
the  actual  receipts  of  duties  under  existing  laws. 
Unusually  heavy  expenses  will  also  fall  on  that 
quarter  in  the  next  year.  In  addition  to  a  full  por- 
tion of  most  of  the  current  expenses,  and  the  whole 
pension  payments  for  the  first  half  of  the  ye  r,  and 
one-third  of  a  million,  or  more,  for  all  the  annual 
fishing  bounties,  there  will  be  imposed  on  it  most 
of  the  charges  for  the  whole  year  connected  with 
the  session  of  Congress  and  private  bills,  ax  well  as 
large  payments  for  taking  the  census,  and  for  the 
'  first  instalment  of  the  debt  of  this  District;  several 
of  them  as  early  even  as  the  first  day  of  January. 

From  these  circumstances,  and  the  considerations 
that  all  which  is  due  from  the  banks  may  net 
be  then  paid,  and  that  the  balance  in  the  Trea-' 
trnry,  under  the  policy  adopted  by  Congress  of  late 
years,  will  of  necessity  be  small,  while  the  fluc- 
tuaueasaad  inequalities  are  very  great  between 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  in  different  portions 
of  the  year,  to  which  we  are  constantly  exposed 
from  causes  that  have  on  former  occasions  been 
explained  at  length,  it  must  be  obvious  that  entire 
safety  requires  a  conditional  power  to  be  seasona- 
bly conferred  on  the  Executive  to  obtain  at  any 
timewiih  1841  such  subsidmry  means  as  may  be 
seeded  for  a  few  moths,  and  as  may  be  sufficient 
to  enable  the  Tteasury  punctually  to  discbarge, 
during  that  year,  all  the  liabilities  imposed  by  Con- 
gress. 

There  is  another  contingency  under  the  existing 
laws,  as  to  duties,  which  requires  attention,  with  a 
view  to  be  properly  prepared  for  it;  though  legis- 
lation concerning  the  subject  is  not  necessary  so 
early  as  in  the  other  case,  because  the  event  on 
which  it  depends  cannot  actually  happen  till  the 
year  1843. 

Thus  the  progressive  redaction  of  the  present  ta- 
riff, which  has  been  going  on  since',1833,  will,  after 
December,  1841,  take  effect  to  a  much  larger  ex- 
tent than  heretofore.  Nearly  two  millions  and  a 
half  of  dollars  will  then  be  deducted  at  once. 

On  the  1st  of  July  afterwards,  at  least  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half  mote  of  duties  will  be  removed; 
making  an  aggregate,  in  six  months,  of  quite  five 
millions*    If  the  imports   then  should  not  differ 

•  much  from  those  in  1838,  this  would  leave  an  in- 
come from  them,  not  probably  exceeding  ten  or 
eleven  millions  of  dollars  yearly.  It  will  therefore 
be  necessary  to  make  corresponding  reductions  in 
the  expenditures  of  1842,  or  seasonably  provide 
otherwise,  in  some  permanent  manner,  to  supply 
any  wants  likely  to  happen  from  this  cause. 

Should  Congress  conclude  that  such  reduction  in 

•  the  expendituies  cannot  properly  be  made,  and  that 
the  imports  for  1842  will  sot  increase  beyond  thoie 
in  1838,  the  amount  of  the  deficency  would,  in 
those  event?,  probably-  differ  but  little  from  five 
millions.  Such  a  deficiency  would,  under  thefe 
circumstance?,  be  likely  to  become  permanent,  and 
play  be  considered  the  first  of  that  character  which 
will  occur  under  the  tariff  act  of  1833. 


The  idea  that  such  a  deficiency  in  time  of  peace 
ought  to  be  supplied  by  issues  of  Treasury  notes, 
or  by  a  loan,  tus  never  been  entertained  by  the 
undersigned.  Nor  can  it  be  countenanced  by  any 
sound  principles  either  of  finance  or  political  eco- 
nomy. The  inquiry  then  recurs,  what  other  mode 
would  be  more  eligible?  When  we  porse?sed  an 
extraordinary  surplus,  it  was  considered  prudent  by 
Congie  s  to  make  deposites  with  the  States,  wiih  a 
view  to  be  returned  in  an  exigency,  rather  than  to 
invest  a  portion  of  it  safely  and  productively,  so  as 
to  be  realiz  'd  in  such  an  event.  It  would  therefore 
be  consistent  with  that  arrangement  to  recall,  in 
1849,  such  part  of  the  surplus  as  may  be  then 
needed. 

That  course,  however,  appeals  not  very  likely  to 
be  adopted,  since  the  former  power  given  to  this 
Department  to  recall  these  deposites  has  been  taken 
away  by  Congress. 

Another  practicable  mode  would  be  to  resort  to 
direct  taxes.  But  this  is  so  unsuitcd  to  the  general 
habits,  and  so  uncongenial  to  the  opinion^  <f  most 
of  our  population,  that  its  adoption  is  not  to  be  an- 
ticipa'ed.  Some  other  permanent  resource  must 
then  be  looked  to.  The  choice  will  probably  rest 
between  the  large  reduction  of  expenditure?,  with 
the  other  accompanying  measures  before  specified, 
and  some  extensive  modification  of  the  present  ta- 
riff. Explanations  have  heretofore  been  given  by 
the  undersigned  in  favor  of  the  former  course;  and 
it  would  probably  prove  sufficient  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency, if  the  reduction  be  pushed  vigorously,  and 
especia'ly  if  the  impoits  after  1841  shall  exceed 
those  in  1838,  which  is  regarded  as  probable. 

But  Congress  may  not  coincide  wi  h  him  in  opi- 
nion on  these  point*,  and,  for  covering  the  contin- 
gency, may  consider  the  adoption  of  some  perma- 
nent change  in  the  tariff  as  preferable,  and  as  not 
too  early  at  the  present  session,  to  give  full  notice 
of  its  character,  before  goic£  into  operation,  in  or- 
der that  the  difierent  interests  most  affected  fey  it 
shall  have  time  to  become  gradually  adjusted  to  its 
provisions. 

In  that  event,  it  might  be  supposed  that  the  un- 
dersigned had  avoided  due  responsibility,  and.  a 
timely  discharge  of  duty,  if  he  were  not  prepared 
to  offer  some  views  concerning  the  details,  as  well 
as  general  principles,  which  he  deems  applicable  to 
such  a  change.  He  has  therefore  examined  the 
subject,  and  is  ready  to  present  the  results  at  any 
moment  either  House  of  Congress  shall  express  a 
wish  to  that  effect.  But  he  refrains  from  submit- 
ting them  without  a  special  request,  because  some 
doubt  exist6,  under  circumstances  which  can  be 
properly  appreciated,  as  to  the  delicacy  of  his  die- 
cussing  a  measure  at  this  time,  which  the  Legisla- 
ture may  not  consider  it  necessary  to  act  en  till  a 
new  Congress  assembles. 

VIII.  The  mode  of  keeping  the  public  money 
recently  established  by  Congrets,  has  thus  far  an- 
swered the  expectations  of  this  Department. 

The  numerous  labors,  perplexities,  and  delays  of 
putting  a  new  system  into  operation,  have  been 
mostly  overcome,  and  no  losses  whatever  are 
known  to  have  occurred  under  it. 

Some  of  the  provisions  in  the  law  are  deemed 
objectionable  in  their  detail?,  and  are  respectfully 
recommended  to  Congress  for  revision.  But  they 
are  not  supposed  to  affect  in  the  slightest  degree 
any  principle  involved  in  the  measure. 

Thus,  the  ordinary  clerks  authorized  are  nume- 
rous enough,  yet  a  principal  one  is  needed  at  Nev. 
York  city,  with  such  compensation  as  is  usual  at  a 
place  of  eo  large  and  important  business. 

On  full  inquiry,  it  has  been  found  also  that  no 
site  could  probably  be  purchased  for  the  erection  of 
an  office  at  St.  Louis,  which  would  lie  more  suita- 
ble than  a  lot  now  owned  by  the  United  Slates; 
and  it  may  be,  under  a  further  examination  which 
is  in  progress,  that  no  new  building  could  be  erect- 
ed on  that  site,  which  would  prove  more  economi- 
cal and  convenient,  than  one  which  can  be  pur- 
chased already  erected.  A.  suitable  change  in  the 
appropriation  on  that  subject  is  therefore  respect- 
fully recommended 

A  provision  is  needed  likewise  in  case  of  vacan- 
cies, from  any  cause  whatever,  in  the  offices  of  re- 
ceivers general  and  treasurers.  One  has  formerly 
been  asked  in  relation  to  collectors  of  toe  customs, 


in  cases  of  removals  and  expirations  of  the  terns 
ot  office,  to  prevent  an  interregnum  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties.  This  might  properly  be 
adopted  as  to  them,  and  extended  lo  receivers  gene- 
ral and  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  as  well 
as  of  the  Mint  and  its  branches,  in  all  instances 
whatever  of  vacancy  or  temporary  inability  of  the 
p t  inci pal .  Perhaps  the  least  objectionable  mode  to 
effect  this  object  would  be,  to  direct  that  the  chief 
olerk  of  all  these  officers  should,  in  such  cases,  sad 
where  no  other  legal  provision  now  exists,  be  au- 
thorized and  required  to  discharge  these  duties,  at 
the  ruk  and  under  the  responsibility  of  the  princi- 
pal and  his  securities,  till  the  vacancy  is  filled,  or 
the  disability  removed. 

In  consequence  of  some  detects  in  the  phraseo- 
logy of  the  penal  parts  of  the  act,  a  new  dante 
extending  them  to  all  disbursing  officers  of  every 
character  under  the  General  Government  would  be 
judicious.  A  further  provision  also,  respecting 
the  places  of  deposite,  by  disbursing  officers,  of 
money  not  in  ihe  Treasury,  but  drawn  out  and 
put  into  their  hands  for  making  payments,  appaan 
necessary. 

The  keeping  of  such  money  is  now  regulated  by 
the  act  of  3d  of  March,  1809;  and  if  it  is  iateaded 
to  bring  it  within  the  operation  of  the  late  lav  at 
to  mrfney  in  the  Treasury >  it  seems  proper  to  do  » 
by  an  explicit  enactment. 

Thesectien  requiring  disbursing  offiters  to  sell 
their  drafts  for  specie  alone,  though  certain  pro- 
portions of  paper  are  allowed  to  be  received  for  all 
public  dues,  appears  not  to  be  in  symmetry  with 
those  other  provisions.  The  general  influeteeof 
the  present  syMem  is  believed  to  have  been  tens 
far  salutary.  The  true  standard  of  value  has  ben 
rendered  more  familiar,  confidence  has  been  it* 
created  in  its  stability,  prices  have  gradually  riien, 
business  improved,  and  exchanges  altered  greatly 
for  the  better. 

If  something  has  been  or  may  be  lo*t  in  conve- 
nience, (which  is  not  unlikely,)  by  the  increasing 
disuse  of  a  paper  currency  for  public  payments, 
much  more  will  probably  be  gained  by  the  cii- 
cumstances  before  enumerated,  as  well  as  by  the 
greater  security  in  the  use  of  specie,  the  more 
stable  value  imparted  by  the  .present  system  to  pro- 
perty and  labor,  and  the  strong  check  established 
by  it,  not  only  against  defalcations,  but  against 
bank  expansions,  excessive  speculations,  and  com- 
mercial fluctuations. 

Even  any  inconvenience  attending  this  change 
in  the  currency  u&ed,  if  found  particularly  embar- 
rassing, can  be  overcome  hereafter,  and  (be  sys- 
tem still  maintained,  should  Congress  feel  diepoted 
to  adopt  the  measure  which  was  suggested  for  that 
purpose  by  the  undersigned  in  September,  1837* 

Such  a  measure  would  often  furnish  every  ad- 
vantage of  a  circulating  medium,  easy  of  transpor- 
tation, of  the  highest  possible  credit,  and  at  the 
same  time  requiring  an  equal  amount  of  specie  to 
be  employed,  (though  in  deposite,)  and  vithoet 
subjecting  any  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  that  legaf  dependence  on  corporations  for 
their  management,  which  is  so  objectionable  in 
many  respect*,  as  never  to  have  been  attempted  in 
the  management  of  any  of  its  other  affairs,  civil  ot 
military. 

The  topics  of  the  condition  of  the  banks  of  the 
Union;  the  state  of  the  currency;  the  proper  places 
of  deposite  for  the  public  iund?,  and  other  matters 
immediately  connected  with  them,  have  engrossed 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  annual  reports  from 
this  Department  for  several  years. 

But  the  keeping  of  the  m^ncy  in  the  Treasury 
being  now  separated  from  the  banks,  and  iha  load 
of  money  to  be  received  and  paid  out  fixed  by  nev 
legal  provision?,  it  is  not  considered  material  at 
this  time  further  to  discuss  these  matters,  thaa  to 
submit  the  general  remarks  which  will  be  found  at 
the  close  of  this  communication . 

IX.  Some  miscellaneous  topics  connected  viih 
the  finances  deserve  a  brief  notice. 

The  various  measures  heretofore  reeonunended 
to  Congress  Jby  the  undersigned,  and  which  have 
not  yet  been  finally  acted  on,  are  again  respectful- 
ly recalled  to  its  attention. 

Without  recapitulating  them,  it  will  be  found,  oa 
a  reference  to  former  reports,  that  many  of  the  tab- 
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jects  possess  much  importance  in  a  fiscal  view,  and 
•very  year's  experience  has  nrengthened  the  con- 
viction of  the  usefulness  of  early  astion  upon 


It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that,  since  the  last 
session,  ihe  Neapolitan  Government,  under  iU  trea- 
ty of  indemnity,  has  paid  promptly  another  instal- 
men i,  which  this  Department  has  been  enabled  to 
have  remitted  home  early,  and  distributed  among 
the  claimants. 

The  situation  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and 
it*  operations  within  the  yea/,  will  be  submitted  se- 
parately in  a  few  days. 

Six  old  land  districts  have  been  recently  djscon- 
-finned,  under  the  act  of  June  12,  1840.  It  is  be- 
dewed that  tome  others  might  economically  and  use- 
folly  be  abolished  by  Congress,  though  not  coming 
within  the  pi o visions  ot  that  law.  Such  is  the 
office  ax  Greensburg,|  Louisiana.  One  district  in 
Indiana,  including  the  capital  of  the  State,  is 
thought,  from  its  peculiar  position,  to  require  spe- 
cial legislation  to  exempt  it  from  the  operation  of 
Ihe  late  act. 

Taii  occasion  is  taken,  also,  to.  renew  the  recom- 
mendaUTDs,  before  presented  by  this  Department  to 
Congress  and  the  appropriate  committees,  for  the 
discontinuance  of  certain  officers  now  employed  in 
the  collection  of  duties,  whose  further  services,  it 
hat-been  believed,  could  be  safely  dispensed  with, 
in  cansequecce  cf  the  reduction  in  business  of  late 
years  aim*  different  places  where  they  are  station- 
ed. Thf  y  include  some  collectors  and  naval  offi- 
cer?, and  several  surveyor*,  amounting  in  all  to 
fuheen,  but  whose  offices  cannot  be  abolished 
without  new  legislation. 

All  the  subordinate  custom-house  officers,  which 
it  is  competent  for  this  Department,  without  snch 
legislation,  to  dispense  with,  and  whose  sii  nation 
was  in  other  respects  similar,  have  a'ready  been 
discontinued,  includirg,  within  two  years,  mere 
than  rliiy  officers,  and,  besides  those,  live  vessels  and 
boats,  with  neatly  one  hundred  men,  in  the  cutter 
service.  In  about  forty  other  cafes,  the  compensa- 
tion of  officers  and  light-house  keepers  has  been  re- 
duced. 

X.  In  closing  this  last  annual  report  ef  the  un- 
dersigned, it  may  be  expected  that  he  wonld  ad- 
vert, for  a  moment,  to  the  general  character  of 
some  of  our  financial  operations  during  the  period 
of  his  connection  with  the  Treasury  Depaitment. 

Though  employed  in  different  Executive  offices 
nearly  ten  years,  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
Tteasuiy  only  from  *ix  to  seven  of  them. 

During  this  term  there  has  occurred  much  to 
evince  the  great  fiscal  power,  as  well  as  prosperity 
of  the  Union.  Some  reverses  have,  at  times,  over- 
taken the  rashness  displayed  by  parts  of  the  com- 
munity in  certain  branches  business,  and  have  eir 
leaded  their  adverse  influences  to  the  revenue  de- 
pendent upon  them.  Bat  the  perio J  and  the  coun- 
try, as  a  whole,  have  been  almost  unexampled  in 
prosperous  developments. 

Thus,  in  respect  to  our  receipts.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  unusual  revulsions  in  imports  on  two  occa- 
sions, so  sensibly  lessening  the  revenue;  notwith- 
standing any  lasses  sustained  in  those  crises,  by  the 
Government,  through  efficers,  banks,  or  merchants; 
and  notwithstanding  the  biennial  reduction  in  the 
duties,  which  has  by  law  been  constantly  going 
on,  aa  well  as  the  remission  of  several  mil.ions 
to  railroad  corporations,  and  under  new  judicial 
constructions;  yet  our  condition  has  been  so 
flourishing,  as  to  yield  a  revenue  during  that 
time  sufficient,  after  all  those  deductions,  te  ac- 
complish the  following  important  results.  It  has 
enabled  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  current  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government,  es  well  as  the  extraordi- 
nary ones  by  Indian  wars,  treaties,  and  other  costly 
measures,  and,  without  imposing  any  new  taxes, 
or  higher  tariff,  and  without  any  new  funded  debt 
whatever,  but  extinguishing  considerable  remains 
of  the  obi  one,  and  paying  the  interest  on  that  as- 
sumed for  thisjDistricMo  save  the  unprecedented  sur- 
plus of  more  than  twenty-eight  millions  of  dol- 
tors,  and  depoaite  the  same  with  the  8tates  for 
safe  keeping   till  needed  by  the  General  Govern- 


The  only  permanent  aid  in  effecting  this,  beyond 
the  receipts  from  ordinary  sources,  has  Leen  the 


debt  due  from  tne  United  States  Bank,  of  about  eight 
millions,  and  the  Treasury  notes  now  outstanding, 
equal  to  nearly  four  and  a  half  millions.  But  dur- 
ing that  period,  a  sum  not  far  from  the  first  amount 
has  b?en  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  principal 
and  interest  or  the  old  funded  debt;  so  that,  to- 
wards the  payment  of  all  other  expenses,  only  be- 
tween four  and  five  millions,  beyond  what  was 
temporary,  and  what  ha*  already  been  refunded  or 
adjusted,  have  been  received  from  any  extraneous 
source  whatever. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  current  revenue, 
notwithstanding  all  reductions,  has  been  ad<  quate 
to  defray  both  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  de- 
mands, and,  after  taking  from  what  is  deposited 
with  the  States,  sufficient  to  extinguish  every  kind 
of  indebtedness  created  on  account  of  the  General 
Government  during  the  same  period,  to  leave  on 
hand  the  large  balance  of  nearly  twenty-four  mil- 
lions. 

It  is  true  that  the  available  si  ms  in  the  Treasury 
at  the  commencement  and  clo&e  of  the  period  in 
question  will  probably  prove  different  in  amount; 
but  if  made  equal,  a  surplus  would  still  be  left, 
which  is  hkely  to  eicecd  seventeen  or  eighteen  mil- 
lions of  dollar?.  . 

Beside  this  recorded  evidence  cf  the  prosperity 
of  the  country  and  the  fiscal  ability  of  the  General 
Government  in  those  years,  it  is  gratifying,  amidst 
many  misapprehensions  concerning  the  subject,  to 
reflect  on  another  circumstance  connected  with  our 
financial  operations,  which  has  also  become  matter 
of  history.  It  is  this:  Though  destitute  of  the  aid 
of  a  United  States  Bank  as  a  fiscal  agent  during  -hat 
period,  and  baffled,  by  various  unremedied  imper- 
fections in  the  laws  connected  with  the  finances,  as 
well  as  embarrassed  by  two  suspensions  of  specie 
payments  by  many  of  the  State  banks— one  still 
continuing;  yet  the  Treasury  -has  been  able  to  make 
its  vast  collections,  transfers,  and  payment:,  with 
promptitude,  and  in  most-cases  with  specie  or  its 
equivalent. 

Some  correct  judgment  can  be  formed  of  the  ex- 
tent and  difficulty  of  there  operations,  when  it  is 
recollected  that  the  whole  sums  which  have  thus 
been  collected,  without  deducting  fraction?,  added 
to  those  sums  which  have  been  paid  over  chiefly 
by  another  class  of  <  ffi  ere,  have  excerdod 
the  extraordinary  aggregate  of  $ 360  000,000, 
and  been  dispersed  over  a  territory  cf  nearly 
two  million  square  miles  in  extent.  It  is,  more- 
over, ascertained  that  the  whole  lossts  within 
the  same  time  by  defaults,  large  and  small,  and 
in  ail  kinds  of  cilices,  will  probably  not  equal 
half  of  one  per  cent,  on  that  amount;  and  how- 
ever official  delinquencies  may,  in  seme  cases, 
have,  inevitably  been  aggravated  by  the  unpre- 
cedented speculations  of  the  times,  and  by 
great  revulsions  and  failures  among  banks 
and  individuals,  those  losses  will  not  be  one-fourth 
so  large,  in  proportion  to  the  amounts  collected  and 
paid,  as  in  some  previous  terms,  when  the  system 
under  a  United  Slates  Bank  was  in  full  operation. 

A  few  words  may  be  proper  as  to  the  expendi- 
tures during  the  same  period.  Though  they  were 
of  necessity  augmented  by  some  of  the  circum- 
stances before  mentioned,  two  Indian  treaties  only, 
out  of  a  larg*  number,  having  already  involved  us 
in  the  expense  of  nearly  twenty-three  millions  of 
dollars;  yet  the  aggregate  of  all  has  been  much  re- 
duced since  the  influences  of  those  causes  and  the 
impulses  of  an  overflowing  Treasury  have  dimi- 
nished. The  expenditures  have  fallen  yearly  since 
1837,  till  they  arc  now  only  twenty-two  and  a  half 
millions  independent  of  any  debt  and  trusts,  and 
are  supposed  to  be  in  progress  to  a  still  lower 
amount. 

The  undersigned  has  earnestly  urged  a  more  rapid 
reduction.  He  has  has  considered  the  great  safe- 
guard against  a  too  splendid  central  government, 
which  would  constantly  threaten  to  overshadow  ail 
State  independence,  and  attract  the  ambition  of  most 
of  the  friends  of  Slate  Risih's  from  humb'er  pa  hs  of 
frugality  and  principle  into  the  dazzling  vortex  of 
higher  patronage,  honors,  and  emoluments.  While 
the  stimulants  to  excesses  shall  continue  to  lessen, 
nothing  will  be  necesssary  to  insure  the  further  suc- 
cess of  an  economies!  policy,  but  perseverance  in 
retrenchments,  wherever  they  are  practicable  with- 


|  out  injury  to  the  pnblic  interests.  The  removals  of 
Indians  being  mostly  finished,  and  the  chief 
causes  of  frontier  wars  extinguished,  unless  new  • 
objects  of  expenditure  be  selected,  or  a  great  en- 
largement given  to  some  already  existing,  the 
whole  amount  must,  of  necessity,  contract  hereafter 
very  rapidly.  The  same  result  will  be  further 
promoted  by  the  deaths  of  pensioner?,  increasing 
through  advanced  age,  and  the  completion  cf  many 
public  workr,  as  well  as  by  persisting  in  a  firm  po- 
licy to  avoid  the  wasteful  expense  of  unnecessary 
foreign  collision?,  and  to  refrain  from  those  lavish 
expenditures  for  certain  domestic  object*,  over 
which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Government 
is  often  questionable,  and  which  always  open  the 
widest  door  to  extravagance,  favoritism,  and  cor- 
ruption. 

One  of  the  greatest  eviU  to  the  public  service,  as 
well  as  to  the  security  of  private  business,  during  a 
part  of  the  above  period,  has  consisted  in  the  fluc- 
tuations to  which  both  have  been  subjected. 

With  only  a  single  year  interveniuf,  and  with- 
out airy  material  change  in  the  tariff,  or  any  wba'- 
ever  tu  the  price  of  the  public  laud?,  we  have  teen 
the  revenue  from  .ordinary  sources  suddenly  vary 
from  nearly  fifty  millions  annually  to  eighteen;  and, 
on  two  occasions  since,  vibrate  to  the  extraordi- 
nary .  extent  of  nearly  eight  and  eleven  millions 
yearly. 

The  transactions  of  individuals  upon  which  our 
revenue  depend?,  must,  of  course,  have  undergone 
an  unusual  change  at  the  same  time. 

The  imports  fell  within  two  year.',  in  the  care 
first  referred  to,  from  near  one  hundred  and  ninety 
mil  ions  to  one  hundred  and  fourteen;  and  in  the 
sing'e  year  just  passed,  fell  almost  sixty  millions. 
Such  inflations  and  contractions  must  be  destruc- 
tive of  all  confidence  in  calculations  for  the  future, 
while  the  causes  of  them  shall  continue  to  operate 
unrrmedied. 

What  were  those  causes? 

They  will  be  found  to  have  been  chiefly  connect- 
ed with  the  abases  of  banking.  On  the  occasion 
first  referred  to,  they  were  the  superabundance 
of  a  fictitious  medium  of  circulation,  with  the  at- 
tendant overtrading  and  speculations  iu  1836,  and  > 
the  consequent  suspensions  of  specie  payments  in 
1337,  as  well  as  the  disasters  and  scarcity  of  any 
medium  til)  the  Tatter  part  of  A.  D.  1838.  Then 
another  expansion  commenced,  extending  into 
1839,  and  accompanied  by  another  increase  in  im- 
ports of  nearly  fifty  millions,  which  ended  again  in 
the  contractions  by  banks,  suspensions,  and  com- 
mercial reverse*,  which  have  suddenly  reduced  the 
imports  cf  1840  more  than  one-third,  and  in  many 
places  augmented  seriously  the  embarrassments  be- 
fore existing  from  similar  vacillations  in  the  paper 
currency. 

Blow  far  some  imprudences  abroad,  at  the  same 
time,  similar  to  these,  though  in  a  country  enjoying 
any  advantages  which  can  result  from  a  National 
Bank,  may  have  augmented  ihe  evils  here,  by 
means  of  ihe  intimate  moneyed  relations  between 
us,  need  not  now  be  discussed,  though  probably 
their  influence  was  large  and  unfavorable. 

The  causes  first  named  were,  likewise,  in  full 
operation  here  in  1816  and  1817,  and  were  suc- 
ceeded by  many  or  the  same  deplorable  conse- 
quences in  1819  and  1820.  One  followed  the 
other  as  inevitably  as  the  ebb  of  the  tide  succeeds 
its  flood. 

Tne  great  principles  of  trade  can  never  be  long 
violated  with  Impunity;  and  any  fictitious  or  unna-. 
tural  excess  of  credit  soon  ends  in  revulsions,  as  the 
essence,  of  legitimate  commerce  consists  in  an  ex- 
change of  values  for  each  other,  or  of  values  for 
what  truly  represent  values,  and  can  be  readily 
converted  into  them. 

All  business  otherwise  becomes  a  mere  game  of 
hazard;  speculation  must  enter  into  every  affair  of 
life;  riches  and  poverty  will  be  dependent  on  the 
merest  bubbles;  prices  will  change  ofirner  than  the 
wind;  regularity  in  receipts  and  expenditures  be 
impossible;  estimates  for  the  future,  whether  in 
public  or  private  matters,  become  mere  conjecture?; 
tariffs  requiie  yearly  alteration  to  meet  the  fluctua- 
tions of  business;  and  the  community  be  kept  un- 
der the  constant  excitement  and  depression  of  the 
hot  and  cold  fits  of  a  violent  fever. 
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The  first  remedy  sought  in  181 6,  by  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  National  Bank,  wassuppc  sed,  during 
a  few  ensuing  years,  to  have  aggravated  thove  evils 
and  the  next  remedy,  adopted  in  1824  by  a  high  ta- 
riff, did  not  prevent  the  low  prices  and  bankrupt- 
cies of  1825,  which  covered  the  country  wah 
wrecks  and  ruin. 

Undoubtedly,  the  Vest  relief  on  such  occasions  is 
to  be  found  in  removing  the  cause  of  the  dise ave. 
So  far  as  regards  the  General  Government,  this 
was  attempted  in  1837,  and  tincc,  by  ^gradually 
withdrawing  from  the  use  of  banks  and  their  pa- 
per in  its  fiscal  operations,  so  as  neither  to  stimu- 
late nor  ct  ntract  their  issues  by  other  influences 
than  ordinary  business;  and  by  urging  on  those, 
who  might  find  their  employment  sometimes  useful, 
a  ctocr  regard  in  doing  it,  to  the  safe  and  sober  in- 
fluences of  the  universal  laws  of  trade,  as  well  as 
an  infl  xible  adherence  to  the  constitutional  stan- 
dard of  value. 

Woile  tbe  General  Government  *>hall  continue  to 
pursue  such  a  course,  it  will  mit;gate  and  check  the 
evils  which  others  produce,  and  which  they  alone, 
under  the  limitations  in  the  Constitution,  are  able 
entirely  to  remove.  At  all  event*,  it  will  faithfully 
perform  a  momentous  duty,  and  exhibit  a  useful 
example  for  imita  ion. 

In  a  period  of  peace  and  comparative  exemption 
from  public  debt,  as  well  ai  from  serious  difficulty 
in  financial  operations,  it  would  hardly  seem  pro- 
per to  attempt  more  by  assumptions  cf  doubtful 
powe's,  and  by  forced  constructions  in  favor  of 
measures  by  no  means  certain,  if  adopted,  not  to 
aggravate  rather  than  diminish  existing  evils,  and 
not  to  prod 'ice  others  of  a  character  still  more  dan- 
gerous. Much  less  can  it  be  considered  respectful 
either  to  S  ate  right*  or  the  people,  and  certainly 
not  competent,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned, 
to  exercise  such  powers  by  creating  mone)ed  cor- 
porations among  them,  which  many  of  their  num- 
ber have  repeatedly  denounced  as  unconstitutional, 
and  the  authority  to  establish  which  was  originally 
refused  rather  than  confided  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment by  the  people  and  the  States  that  formed 
it.  But  some  other  powers  expressly  conferred 
can,  without  question,  be  exercised  further  than  has 
yet  been  done  by  Congress,  and  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  produce  very  beneficial  consequences  upon 
the  currency.  Still,  it  is  hoped  they  will  never  be 
pushed  so  as  to  trespass  on  around  really  doubtful 
nnder  the  Constitution,  and  prevent  the  States 
from  continuing  to  exercise  all  tbe  legitimate  au- 
thority they  now  pojsess  as  te  banks  and  debt', 
however  much  it  may  be  regretted  that  public 
opinion  has  not  yet  run  with  more  strength  against 
the  abu&es  of  both,  and  led  to  their  prompt  correc- 
tion. It  is  not  proposed  at  this  time  to  go  into  the 
consideration  of  farther  details  on  these  points. 
But  tbe  danger,  to  be  guarded  against  now,  stems 
to  be  rather  of  an  opposite  character  from  that  of 
overact  ion  by  the  General  Government  in  tbe 
exercise  of  its  express  power?.  On  the  con- 
trary, apprehensions  exist  that  it  may  not  con- 
tinue firm  in  the  support  of  all  which  has  al- 
ready been  accomp'ished  in  connection  with  the  cur- 
rency If  ii  should  not,  and  ahould  thus  not  aid 
to  correct  in  any  degree  the  rashness  of  many  to 
force  something  like  a  formidable  steam  power 
into  all  kinds  of  business,  without  due  guards  to 
prevent  eons'ant  and  fatal  explosions,  myriads  of 
individuate,  as  well  as  some  corporations  and 
States,  are  likely  to  be  overwhelmed  in  still  wider 
ruin,  and  will  ere  long  probably  look  to  no  escape 
except  the  application  of  the  *ponf  e  of  a  general 
bankrupt  law  to  all  private  liabilities  and  the  un- 
constitutional assumption  of  the  public  ones  by  the 
General  Governu  eat,  so  as  to  lax  oppressively 
those  portions  of  the  community  who  have  any 
thing  left  to  pay  for  the  loss:s  and  follies  of  tbe 
rei.t. 

A  remedy  which  has  been  adverted  to  by  some, 
and  which  consists  in  the  creation  of  more  credit, 
to  cure  the  mir chief  of  an  existing  excess  of  credit, 
or  the  formation  of  larger  banks  with  like  power 
of  abuses,  in  order  to  correct  smaller  ones,  must 
usually  aggravate  the  evil;  and  therefore,  where  it 
is  free  from  consti'ntional  objections,  may,  i  l  point 
of  expediency  alone,  well  be  discountenanced. 

A  plan  of  free  banking,  adopted  by  tbe  State* 


properly  guarded  and  secured  by  pro  visions  simi- 
lar to  those  recommended  by  the  undersigned  as 
long  ago  as  1836,  with  such  others  as  reflection 
and  experience  may  sanction,  appears  far  prefera- 
ble. But,  indepeudeni  of  that,  no  changes  in  the 
present  system,  as  to  banks,  seem  wonhy  of  strenu- 
ous exertion*,  except  those  whose  direct  object  shall 
be  to  make  safer,  to  restrict,  control,  and  regulate 
belter  the  institutions  that  already  exbt  rather  than 
to  incorporate  more.  Above  all,  should  public 
erTorts  be  directed  to  strengthen  the  certainty  of 
prompt  specie  payments  as  to  all  notes  our,  and  of 
a  nearer  approach  to  uniformity  in  the  amount  of 
issues  in  similar  sta  es  of  trade;  and  of  specie  on 
hand, instead  of  multiplying  them  for  speculation 
or  cupidity,  and  thus  keeping  up  a  succession  of 
expansions  and  contractions,  which  will  only  in- 
flame the  existing  disorders,  and  render  the  continu- 
ance of  great  fl actuations  in  all  public  as  well  as 
private  affairs  unavoidable,  endless,  and  ruinous. 
With  much  respect, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
To  tbe  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  U.  S. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

War  Department, 

December  5, 1840. 

Sir:  Since  my  report  of  the  last  year  on  the  se- 
veral breeches  of  the  public  service  committed  to 
my  charge,  the  army  has  been  actively  and  usefully 
employed  in  Florida,  and  on  the  Northern  and 
Western  frontiers. 

The  design  entertained  by  the  Department,  of 
keeping  the  regiments  entire,  and  concen  rating  the 
troops  whenever  it  is  practicable  to  do  so,  bas  been 
persevered  in  with  the  moil  beneficial  results.  A 
commencement  has  likewise  been  made  in  esta- 
blishing depots  for  the  reception  of  the  recruits  of 
each  separate  regiment,  where  they  may  be  diitled 
and  disciplined  before  they  are  sent  eff  to  their  re- 
spective stations  in  garrison  or  in  the  field.  The 
recruit  ought  never  te  be  sent  to  join  his  company 
on  service,  until  he  is  thoroughly  taught  the  duty 
of  the  soldier;  and  this  instruction  will  be  better 
given  at  regimental  than  at  general  depot*.  By  di- 
viding each  regiment  into  two  bodies,  iq  thv  man 
ner  proposed,  every  important  station  in  the 
country  may  be  occupied,  either  as  a  place  cf  de- 
pot or  a  rendezvous  of  the  regiment;  and,  by  a 
proper  distribution  of  the  latter,  the  intermediate 
torts  may  be  temporarily  occupied  by  partial  detach- 
ments, without  injury  to  the  discipline  of  the  whole 
corps.  1  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  adoptjon  ot 
this  method  of  distributing  our  little  army  in  lime 
of  peace.  To  divide  it  into  small  permanent  de- 
tachments will  be  to  destroy  its  efficiency  and  its 
discipline,  and,  in  the  event  of  war,  to  expose  the 
posts  to  be  captured,  and  the  whole  regular  forces 
of  the  country  to  be  uselessly  sacrificed.  Apart 
from  that  natural  and  well-grounded  jealousy 
justly  entertained  against  the  existence  of  a  large 
standing  army  in  our  country,  sound  policy  and  a 
due  regard  for  economy  render  ?uch  an  ettabl  sti- 
ment  altogether  uaadvi<*blc;  and  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary, tnerefore,  to  provide  other  means  of  de- 
fending our  northern  and  maritime  frontiers  against 
tbe  dangers  to  which  they  would  be  exposed  at  the 
commencement  of  a  war.  None  o  her  occur  to 
me,  than  those  I  have  already  tecommended,  viz: 
Central .  positions  for  the  regular  forces,  from 
which  they  could  move  upon  any  point  of  attack  or 
defence;  and  such  an  organization  of  the  volun- 
teer or  militia  forces  as  would  enable  them  to 
maintain  the  posts  intrusted  to  their  charge  until 
relieved  by  tbe  regular  troops:  a  system  which 
ought  tobe  matured  in  time  ef  peace. 

For  the  Western  frontier*,  posts,  garrisoned  by 
regular  troop*,  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  They 
need  not  be  very  large;  but  they  ought  to  be  con- 
structed of  fire-proof  materials,  and  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  be  defensible  by  a  small  garrison 
against  any  number  of  men  not  provided  with  artil- 
lery. A  plan  which  will  eff.  ct  these  objects  per- 
fectly has  been  devised  by  the  Chief  Engineer, 
and  beep  adopted..  The  quarters  for  the  men  ought, 
likewise,  to  be  boilt  of  durable  materials,  and  be  per- 
manently furnished  with  iron  single  bedsteads,  in 


lieu  of  the  double  and  treble  wooden  banks  now  it 
use.  This  change,  for  obvious  reasons,  should  be 
introduced  into  all  the  barracks  in  the  United 
States. 

Tbe  chief  and  best  position  for  tbe  eoiieeatrauot 
of  troops,  independently  of  the  regimental  rodf  z* 
vouf,  is,  for  the  Northern  frontier,  near  Albany ^a  tbe 
State  of  New  Fork;  and  near  8t.  Louis,  in  Mietoeri, 
for  the  Western— points  from  which  easy  coram*, 
nieations  radiate  to  every  part  of  those  extcnun 
lines  of  defence,  and  whence  troops  may  be  trtn* 
ported  with  certainty  and  rapidity  wherever  their 
presence  may  be  required.  For  the  maritime  fros- 
tier of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  I  would  rec*  mntend,  ia 
addition  to  the  permanent  fortifications  planned  for 
its  defence,  and  now  being  erected,  the  establish- 
ment of  a  depot,  somewhere  below  the  tails  of  tat 
Ohio,  for  armed  sea  sleamvessels.  This  would 
seem  to  furnish  the  best  means  of  bringing  the  vast 
power  of  the  upper  country  to  the  defence  of  tbe 
coast,  and  of  using  it,  when  there,  in  the  most  effi- 
cient manner.  A  certain  number  of  vessels  of  war 
might  be  kept  in  constant  readiness,  Strang  esetgk 
4o  carry  a  got  d  battery,  and  light  enough  ft  dene*! 
the  river  at  all  season?,  and  to  cross  the  bars  of  the 
Mississippi.  These  boats  ought  to  be  of  iron,  at 
combining  lightness,  strength,  and  durability;  asd 
might  be  constructed  of  the  requisite  size  forabost 
fifty  thousand  dollars  each.  Materials  should  be 
collected  for  the  construction  of  boats  to  be  btiltof 
wood,  and  stored  until  wanted;  when,  with  the  nit 
resources  in  workshops  and  mechanics  along  the 
shores  of  tbe  Ohio,  they  might  be  put  together  is  a 
v  ry  short  time,  and  a  fleet,  equipped  and  massed 
with  the  hardy  boatmen  of  the  Western  waters  and 
a  few  able-bodied  seamen,  might  be  floated  tolas 
ocean,  fully  equal,  with  the  existing  and  etnteav 
plated  fortification*,  to  protect  the  whole  Golf  fins- 
tier.  The  very  able  report  on  the  defences  of  tbe 
country,  made  by  a  board  of  distinguished  officers, 
and  submitted  to  Congress  during  the  last  scftioa, 
proves  conclusively  tbe  absolute  necessity  of  preserr- 
ingand  continuing  oursystem  of  permaneutnarunae 
works  of  defence,  and  exhibits  in  the  clearest  Banser 
their  superiority  over  floating  batteries  of  any  ail 
every  description .  In  this  view  of  the  subject  1  reflr 
concur,  and  even  think  that  the  facility  with  whim 
our  coasts  and  harbors  may  be  approached  tad 
entered  by  steam  vessels  of  war  readers  strtaf 
permanent  works  more  than  ever  necessary.  Ik 
projectiles  which  will  be  used  in  fatal*  wan 
will,  from  their  size  and  description,  prove  ob- 
structive to  any  wooden  battery,  and  give  aniav 
mense  advantage  to  stone  walls  over  any  (aim 
that  can  be  penetrated  by  shells.  It  may  be  are* 
per  hereto  remark,  that  the  capture  of  the  castle 
of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  at  Vera  Cruz,  has  W i  latit 
persons  to  suppose  that  stone  revetments  nfestw 
destroyed  by  shells.  This  is  incorrect  Afler*jj 
event,  I  caused  experiments  to  be  made  at  Old  Point 
Comfort,  by  firing,  at  point-blank  range aft*j*** 
stone  wall  erected  for  the  purpose;  the  shells  brote 
against  it,  making  very  tittle  impression.  No 
doubt,  therefore,  need  be  entertained  of  iheabdit? 
of  our  building  materials  to  resist  hollow  shot.  I 
do  nor  think,  however,  that  the  permanent  work* 
should  be  the  only  defencei  relied  upon,  bet  r£ 
gard  moveable  steam-batteries  as  etscatial  asno- 
aries.  These  eusht  not,  in  my  opisioa,  » 
be  large  vessels,  but  of  light  draught  of  water, 
capable  of  carrying  two  guns  lor  thiewiig 
shells  cf  eight  or  tea  inches  diameter,  and  *» 
constructed  as  to  present  a  small  suriect  » 
the  fire  of  an  enemy.  These  stean*bttiW 
should  be  manned  by  artillerymen,  and  be  under  us 
command  of  the  officer  charged  with  thede/eaeB« 
the  harbor  fortifications,  so  as  to  secure  hatmoay  * 
action.  In  order  o  test  the  practicability  of  ■•* 
ing  bomb  •cannon  of  the  calibre  of  ten  inebei,ts« 
Ch-.ef  of  the  Ordnance,  Colonel  Bomferd,  wassw 
to  Boston,  where  he  has  conducted  a  series  of  ex- 
periments with  the  most  satisfactory  results.  I*> 
commend  that  these  gunv  be  adopted  into  «**[" 
vice,  and  form  part  of  the  armament  of  our  (««• 
i»ii«  ns,  and  of  our  steam  Heating  batteries,  will 
successful  expeiimenl  have,  likewise,  ***"*•?: 
with  war  rockets;  and  a  machine  consiraeW  w 
preparing  them  appears  to  answer  the  purpose  pa- 
fectly, 
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Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Sen.  &  H.  of  Reps. 

Tee  great  amount  of  property  vested  by  the  Go- 
vernment in  arms,  amounting  to  several  millions 
of  dollars,  no  less  than  the  risk  to  the  national  safe- 
ty by  adopting  any  new  inventions  without  being  con* 
Y.Med  of  their  superiority,  by  long-tried  experi- 
ments in  the  field,  has  induced  me,  generally,  to 
discountenance  their  introduction  into  the  service.  I 
fear  that  every  attempt  to  increase  the  rapidity  of 
iring,  sach  as  facilitating  the  loading  by  opening 
Hie  breech,  or  by  multiplying  the  chambers  of  the 
gun,  will  fail,  a«  they  have  hitherto  done,  after  in- 
vetoing  the  Government  in  great  expense.  There 
is,  however,  one  improvement,  which  has  been 
fairly  tested  in  the  'field  by  the  armies  of  Borope, 
and  which  presents  s»  many  decided  and  ascer- 
tained advantages,  that  t  am  constrained  to  recom- 
mend its  adoption  into  our  service — I  mean  the  sub 
sfitutioa  of  percussion  for  Hint  locks.  1  he  altera- 
tion may  be  made  on  the  muskets  now  in  the  arse* 
Bab*,  and  measures  ought  to  be  adopted  to  construct 
all  new  arms,  whether  rifles  or  muskets,  with  per- 
evwion  locks. 

Having  repeatedly  recommended,  without  effect, 
the  establishment  of  a  national  foundry;  and  hav- 
ing reason  to  fear  the  most  serous  consequences  to 
the  service  (rem  the  want  of  proper  regulation?  to 
govern  the  contracts  with  private  establishment*; 
with  jour  consent,  isent  to  Europe  the  board  of 
officers  who  h»d  been  for  some  time  employed  in 
fixing  the  pattern?,  forms,  and  dimensions  of  the 
artillery,  in  order  that  they  might  acquire  such  in- 
formation as  would  enable  the  department  perma- 
nently to  regulate  this  important  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice. I  am  nappy  to  jtate  tha',  wherever  i hey 
have  been,  the  national  establishments  have  been 
thrown  open  to  them,  and,  with  praiseworthy  libe- 
rality, every  facility  afforded  to  their  researches. 
They  have  returned  home,  a/ter  hav'ng  attained 
all  die  advantages  which  were  expected  from  their 
investigations;  aad  the  koowledge  they  have  ac- 
quired will  be  applied  to  the  practical  improvement 
of  our  ordnance.  A  concise  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings while  in  Europe  is  herewith  transmitted, 
in  connection  with  that  of  the  officer  in  charge  of 
the  Ordnance  Department. 

In  the  expectation  thai  Congress  would  sanction 
the  creation  of  a  corps  of  sappers  and  miners,  (an 
addition  to  the  army  at  once  necessary  and  eco- 
nomical,) I  sent  an  officer  of  the  engineer  corps  to 
the  school  for  sappers  and  miners  in  France,  to  ob- 
tain that  practical  informal  ion  of  the  art  which  ia 
not  possessed,  and  cannot  be  acquired,  here.  The 
French  Government,  with  its  accostomed  liberality 
and  kindncssjoermiued  in  every  instance  our  officers 
to  attend  its  schools  of  practice,  and  afforded  them 
equal  means  with  i's  own  to  pursue  their  studies 
there,  allowing  them  privileges  not  generally  grant- 
ed to  foreigners;  thereby  evincing,  as  the  Minister 
of  War  is  pleased  to  remark,  the  friendly  disposi- 
tion of  his  Majesty's  Government  towards  the  United 
States.  This  feeling,  you  have  authorized  me 
to  amy,  in  fully  reciprocated,  and  the  liberality  of 
French  Government  duly  appreciated.  The  offi- 
cers sent  to  the  school  of  cavalry  at  Saumur  have 
returned,  alter  a  twelvemonth's  instruction,  and 
are  now  employed  in  a  manner  which  I  trust  will 
enable  the  Department  very  much  to  improve  the 
cavalry  service. 

The  advantage  of  separating  the  staff  officers 
from  the  line  of  the  army,  and  the  very  serious  in- 
convenience to  the  service  from  tfce  present  system, 
have  been  before  brooght  to  your  view,  but  cannot 
be  too  strongly  or  too  frequently  urge  J.  The  pre* 
sent  organisation  of  the  army  does  not  allow  a  sin- 
gle supernumerary  officer  in  a  regiment,  and  the 
companies  are  rendered  inefficient  from  the  ab- 
sence of  those  officers  who  are  on  staff  doty.  The 
discipline  of  the  troops  is  most  injuriously  affected 
by  ibis  arrangement;  and  if  they  are  opposed  in 
the  field  to  regular  forces,  such  a  deficiency  wonld 
prove  fa'al. 

I  beg  leave  to  bring  to  your  notir e  once  more  the 
expediency  of  extendingihe  law, of  March  2, 1837, 
which  provides  for  the  eolistment  of  boys  for  the 
smval  service,  so  as  to  embrace  the  army  and  ord- 
nance corp*.  Irs  effect  would  be  equally  beneficial 
to  the  class  of  people  to  whom  the  boys  belt  ng, 
and  to  the  army.  It  would  secure  to  the  sons  of  the 
former  *  comfortable  fcubsistence,  proper  moral  re* 


strain t,  and  a  good  practical  education,  wbi'e  it 
would  provide  frr  the  army  well  instructed  non- 
commissioned officers,  so  difficult  to  be  procured 
by  enlistment,  and  without  which  an  army  cannot 
be  efficient. 

I  am  happy  to  stale  that  experience  has  proved 
the  correctness  of  the  opinion  formerly  a  lvanced, 
that  the  incresse  and  proper  organization  of  the 
staff  department  would  produce  a  more  economi- 
cal administration  of  its  different  branches.  In  the 
expenditures  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department, 
especially,  a  very  considerable  reduction  has  been 
made  daring  (he  last  year;  in  some  measure  pro- 
duced by  the  fall  of  prices,  but  arising  in  a  much 
greater  degree  from  the  increased  efficiency  and 
better  administration  of  the  department,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  number  of  officers  under  the  present 
organization  bearing  a  more  due  relation  to  the  la- 
borious duties  and  high  responsibilities  of  this  im- 
portant branch  of  the  military  service. 

In  consequence  of  the  suspension  of  the  applica* 
lion  of  funds  appropriated  for  the  pros?cntinn  of 
the  works  under  the  supervision  of  the  Quarter- 
masters General's  office  during  the  season  for  ac- 
tive operation,  little  progress  has  been  made  in 
them  since  my  last  report.  I  now  recommend  that 
the  following  works  should  be  recommenced  and 
completed  as  soon  as  practicable:  Fort  G.b*cn,  Fort 
Wayne,  and  Fort  Smith — the  two  former  as  soon 
as  healthy  s'tes  are  determine!  upon.  I  am  not 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  reports  in  relation  to  the 
proper  position  for  Fort  Gibson;  and  as  it  is  con* 
ten  plated  to  erect  permanent  works  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  old  fen,  it  is  important  that  the  site  should 
be  selected  with  great  care.  That  on  which  ihe 
works  of  Port  Wayne  were  commenced,  proved  to 
be  so  very  unfaithful  that  it  became  necessary  to 
abandon  it,  and  to  remove  the  troops  to  a  more 
favorable  position.  Pursuing  that  line,  small  forts 
shonid  be  constructed  at  Spring  river  and  Marais 
dc  Cygne;  and  west  of  it,  at  the  head  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Kansas  river,  and  north wr at  of  Fort 
Leavenworth,  at  Table  Creek,  on  the  Missouri, 
below  tbe  mouth  of  Platto  river.  To  connect  this 
last  post  with  Fort  Snelling,  a  fort  ought  to  be 
constructed  at  or  near  the  forks  of  the  Des  Moines. 
From  tbe  information  I  have  received,  1  believe 
the  erection  of  any  works  at  the  western  extremity 
of  Lake  Superior  to  be  unnecessary;  and,  for  the 
present,  advise  that  Fort  Snelling  remain  the  most 
northern  post. 

During  your  administration,  nearly  forty-one 
thousand  Indians  have  been  added  to  tho<e  already 
residing  near  the  western  boundary,  while  the  ad- 
ditional fecurtties  to  the  border  Stares  have  not 
been  commensurate  to  the  additional  dangers  to 
which  such  an  increase  of  warlike  and  discontent- 
ed neighbors  exposes  them.  In  the  act  of  placing 
the  Indians  there,  by  which  tbe  interior  States  are 
so  largely  benefited,  the  Government  has  contract- 
ed a  solemn  obligation,  not  only  to  defend  (hat  peo- 
ple when  attacked,  but  to  anticipate  the  danger,  by 
erecting  such  works  as  wilt  ensure  their  safety,  and 
inspire  them  with  confidence  in  the  means  employ- 
ed for  their  protection. 

It  affords  me  great  gratification  to  be  able  to  re- 
port that  the  Canada  frontier  has  been  free  from 
any  disturbance  since  I  had  last  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress you  on  that  subjec'.  Your  advice  to  our 
fellow-citizens  on  that  border  appears  to  nav  pro- 
duced the  most  sa'utary  effect,  and  the  excitement 
which  existed  there  has,  I  am  happy  to  think,  en- 
tirety subsided;  nnd  no  further  apprehension  need 
be  entertained  of  a  violation  on  their  part  of  our 
neutral  obligations. 

Owine  to  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriations 
for  fortifications  having  been  suspended,  the  works 
on  this  frontier  have  not  been  much  advanced,  bat 
they  will,  it  is  expected,  be  completed  during  the 
next  season.  In  addition  to  those  already  autho- 
rize ',  I  earnesJly  rrcommend  the  erection  of  bar- 
rack* at  Spring  Weill,  near  Detroit,  and  at  a  posi- 
tion between  Buffalo  and  Black  Rock,  in  the  Sia'e 
of  New  York;  and  a'so  a  strong  work  at  the  outlet 
of  Lake  Cham  plain. 

On  the  Northeastern  frontier,  until  the  boundary 
question  is  settled,  I  would  advise  that  the  works 
be  confined  to  the  erection  of  barracks  at  the 
junction  of  the  MaUawamkeag  and  Penobscot  ri* 


vers.  During  tbe  past  year,  the  works  on  the  mart- 
time  frontier  have  been  carried  on  slowly,  and  they 
still  remain  in  an  unfinished  state.  In  relation  to 
the  defence  of  our  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts,  and  .of 
oor  harbors  and  dockyards,  1  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
my  report  of  last  year,  and  to  that  made  during  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  in  reply  to  a  call  of  the 
Senate  for  information  on  these  subjects.  Their 
condition  remains  unaltered,  and  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  their  completion  unchanged.  Tbe 
whole  coast  from  Passamiquoddy  bay  to  tbe  Sa- 
bine river  is  exposed,  on  every  point  not  defended 
by  nature,  to  be  invaded  with  impunity;  and,  in  the 
event  of  war,  the  expense  of  attempting  to  protect 
this  long  line  by  troops  for  one  year  only,  would 
cost  more  than  to  erect  the  works  which  have  been 
planned,  and  which  are  deemed  sufficient  to  defend 
the  several  points  of  attack  along  tbe  whole  coast. 
It  is  true  that  an  enemy  could  retain  possession  of 
any  portion  of  our  territory  only  for  a  short  period. 
But  to  defend  an  unfortified  point  of  attack,  or  to 
drive  an  enemy  from  a  position  he  might  occupy, 
would  be  attended  with  great  expense  of  blood  and 
treasury  and  while  I  feel  confident  that  tbe  stout 
arms  and  brave  hearts  of  our  fellow-cltiz-ns  would 
ultimately  prevail,  and  drive  any  enemy  from  our 
3oil,  I  cannot  approve  the  policy  which  would  ex- 
pose the  best  and  btavest  of  our  artisans  and  work- 
inrmen  to  encounter,  without  discipline,  and  with- 
out the  cover  of  fortifications,  the  trained  bands  of 
mercenary  soldiers  they  would  be  opposed  to. 
When  we  take  into  consideration  the  character  of 
our  people,  and  $parseneas  of  the  population  in  pro- 
portion to  the  extent  of  ocr  soil,  it  is  not  wise  to  rely 
altogether  for  cur  defence  on  numbers  and  untaught 
valor.  Tne  battalions  that  must  fight  oor  battles  are 
composed  of  soldiers  taken  from  every  cl**s  of  the 
community,  and  the  itsce  of  every  contest  mast 
necessarily  deprive  the  coilntry  of  some  of  its  best 
and  worthiest  citizens.  Every  effort  ought,  there- 
fore, to  be  made  to  furnish  them  the  means  of  pre- 
lection, and  to  instruct  them  them  to  defend  them- 
selves, so  that  the  loss  we  must  suffer  on  such  oc- 
casions may  be  as  light  as  possible. 

No  approbation  hiving  been  made  at  tbe  last 
ression  of  Congress  for  the  works  of  internal  im- 
provement which  were  under  the  superintendence 
of  this  department,  they  have,  for  the  most  part, 
ceased.  I  adhere  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  my 
last  report,  that  th«?  system  requires  to  be  revised, 
both  with  regard  to  the  principle  upon  wh'ch  such 
improvements  ought  to  be  authorized,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  ought  to  be  conducted. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Topographical 
Engineers,  submitted  to  Congress  at  its  last  session, 
contains  an  elaborate  statement  of  the  history  and 
progress  of  all  the  works  of  internal  improvement 
carried  on  by  the  orders  of  Government  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  refer.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Con- 
gress neglected,  at  its  last  session,  to  appropriate 
the  small  amount  asked  for  clearing  away  the  tim- 
ber lately  accumulated  at  the  Red  river  raft,  which 
obstructs  the  navigation  of  that  stream.  The  ex- 
denditare  necessary  for  this  purpose  is  perfectly  le- 
gitimate, as  all  the  necesrary  supplies  for  the  troops 
stitioned  at  Fort  Tow  son  are  transported  up  this 
river;  and  the  measure  is  recommended  by  Us  eco- 
nomy, the  additional  con  of  transportation  by  land 
for  one  year,  « hen  this  navigation  is  obsiruc'ed, 
being  greater  than  the  amount  required  to  defray 
the  necessary  expense  of  removing  the  drift  timber. 
It  is  recommended  that  provision  be  male  tor  the 
employment  of  a  few  laborers  and  a  boat  for  a 
short  time  every  season;  and  it  is  believed  that  in  a 
few  years  the  necessity  for  such  a  precaution  will 
cease,  and  this  portion  of  the  river  remain  perma- 
nently open. 

The  survey  spoken  of  in  my  last  report  has  bean 
completed,  and  a  map  constructed,  wnich  embraces 
that  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  Uniie4  States 
lying  between  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers, 
from  their  confluence  to  our  northern  boundary, 
and  limited  by  the  parallels  of  latitude  39  and  49 
north,  and  the  meridians  90  and  100  west  of  Green- 
wich. It  is  based  upon  numerous  agronomical 
observations,  (not  less  than  two  hundred  and  forty- 
five,)  on  actual  surveys,  and  on  the  best  informa- 
tion which  the  exploring  party  could  procure  of 
sach  small  portions  of  the  Indian  territory  as  they 
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were  prevented  from  examining  by  ihe  inevitable 
dangers  attending  the  attempt,  or  from  want  of 
means  and  time.  A  very  extensive  aeries  of  bare* 
metrical  observations  were  also  made,  and  the 
zealous  co  operation  of  men  of  science,  occupying 
stations  in  the  several  States,  uho  observed  at  the 
same  periods  of  time,  has  enabled  Mr.  NicoJet  to 
compare  his  own  with  iho:e  of  others  made  in  dif- 
ferent quarters  of  the  Union,  and  thus  accurately 
to  determine  the  relative  lcv*l  of  the  whole  region 
represented  by  the  map,  as  well  as  its  elevation 
above  the  ocean,  thereby  indicating  the  climate  and 
face  of  the  country.  The  map  will  be  accompanied 
by  a  report  calculated  to  give  an  accurate  know- 
ledge ot  that  dUtaBt  country;  and  it  is  believed  trfat 
the  results  of  this  sutvey  will  be  useful  both  to  the 
Government  and  to  the  people,  and  prove  an  ac- 
ceptable accession  to  geography.  U  will  serve,  like- 
wise, to  exhibit  the  manner  in  which  future  surveys 
of  the  country  are  to  be  made,  if,  as  it  is  hoped, 
they  should  be  authorized  by  Congress.  It  appears 
to  62  very  desirable  that  those  remote  regions  of 
our  country  should  be  known;  and  the  surveys 
ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  extended  by  degrees  to 
the  sources  of  the  Missouri,  and  across  the  Reeky 
mountains  to  ihe  Pacific  ocean.  Nor  ought  that 
portion  of  our  country  which  is  nearer  and  more 
accessible  to  be  neglected.  The  existing  maps  do 
not  rest  on  accurate  data.  Tue  true  courses  of 
our  great  rivers,  and;  the  forms  of  ihe  magnificent 
chain  of  lakes  *  hich  stretch  along  our  northern 
border,  are  yet  to  be  truly  defined.  The  interests 
of  the  rising  commerce  of  the  West  require  that  hy- 
drographic  surveys  of  these  inland  seas  and  great 
avenues  of  trade  should  be  made  without  delay.  A 
small  annual  appropriation  will,  enaole  the  Go- 
vernment lOfiTtctihis  important  objeci,  through 
the  agency  of  ihe  topographical  corps,  which  is 
composed  of  officers  foil)  capable  of  performing 
this  duty.  No  survey  of  any  description  should  be 
made,  in  fu'.ure,  without  being  accompanied  with 
astronomical  and  barometrical  observations.  In 
this  manner  a  series  of  positions  may  be  deter* 
mined,  and  ihe  means  gradually  furnished  of  ac- ' 
quiring  a  n  ore  perfect  knowledge  of  the  geogra- 
phy of  the  country;  aud  thus  of  constructing  an  ac- 
curate map  of  the  United  Sta  es — objects  of  vast 
importance  to  the  interests  of  their  naviga'ion  and 
commerce. 

The  Military  Academy  has  been  conducted  in  a 
manner  highly  creditable  to  the  superintendent,  and 
satisfactory  to  this  Department.  Every  effort  has 
been  rnidc  to  enforce  discipline,  and  to  instil  into 
the  minds  of  the  cadets  a  love  01  order  and  a  high 
sense  of  their  moral  and  religious  duties;  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  standard  of  discipline,  mora'ity, 
and  religion,  at  this  institution,  U  equal  to  that  of 
any  other  college  or  academy  in  ttu  United  Sutcs; 
while  the  mathematical  and  military  studies,  a;  far 
as  the  theory  is  concerned,  arc  as  complete  as  thos* 
taught  in  any  school  in  America  or  Europe. 
Nothing  is  required  to  give  our  young  officers 
ihe  same  advantages  as  are  afforded  to  those  of 
other  countiiia,  but  schools  of  practice,  which  are 
about  to  be  established,  and  to  which  the  gradu- 
ates are  to  be  sent  for  one  year  after  they  are 
commissioned,  and  their  destination  ascertained,  in 
order  to  perfect  them  in  the  practical  duties  of  that 
branch  of  the  service  to  which  they  may  be  attach- 
ed. Toe  new  library  building  is  nearly  completed; 
and  the  mural  lowers  attached  to  it,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  astronomical  observations,  and  teaching 
practcally  thai  important  branch  of  science,  are 
well  adapted  .for  that  objcc\  The  professor  of 
astronomy  was  sent  to  Europe,  in  order  to  procure 
some*  instruments  which  are  needed,  and  to  ex- 
amine the  several  great  observatories  there,  a  cer- 
tain the  .manner  in  which  they  are  fitted  up,  and 
witness  their  methods  of  observing.  He  has  re- 
turned with  information  which  cannot  fail  to  be 
highly  interesting  and  useful. 

Whenever  the  condiiion  of  the  Treasury  will 
permit,  it  is  very  desirable  to  erect  new  barracks 
at  West  Point.  Those  at  present  there  are  dilapi- 
dated buildings,  originally  badly  constructed,  and 
now  in  a  s'.aie  of  decay,  which  renders  them  as  un- 
healthy as  they  aie  inconvenient.  The  concurrent 
testimony  of  each  succeeding  board  of  visiteis  for 
several  years  past  shows  the  necessity  of  renewing 


ihtse  buildings.  Witaa  view  to  spread  generally 
throughout  the  country  a  knowledge  of  this  institu- 
tion, it  has  been  decided  to  appoint  eighteen  visiters 
from  alernate  States  every  year,  forming  the  re- 
mainder of  the  board  from  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  Untied  Stat-  s. 

I  must  again  repeat  my  recommendation  that 
two  of  the  present  paymasters  be  appointed  assist- 
ant paymasters  general,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
colonel.  This  vety  important  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice is  incomplete  under  its  present  organization; 
officers  of  higher  rank  arc  required  to  super- 
Intend  the  operations  of  those  of  the  corps  who 
may  be  on  duty  in  the  field.  It  appears  but  an  act 
of  justice  to  the  latter,  to  allow  them  a  moderate 
p?r  centage  on  the  payments  they  may  make  to*, 
volunteers  and  militia,  to  ,eover  the  unavoidable 
losses  to  which  they  are  exposed  from  being  at 
times  compelled  t»  make  these  payments  in  a  hur- 
ried and  informal  manner. 

No  loss  or  inconvenience  has  resulted  from  em- 
ploying, during  the  la*t  season,  Indian  agents  to 
pay  the  annuities  and  irake  the  regular  disburse- 
ment; to  the  tribes  over  wh^se  interests  they  have 
been  appointed  to  watch.  These  duties  have  been 
well  and  faithfully  performed;  but,  as  a  system  for 
the  final  disposal  of  these  important  and  responsible 
duties,  the  plan  resorted  to  on  this  occasion  is  in- 
complete; and  I  again  recommend  a  small  increase 
of  the  number  of  paymasters,  and  thai  this  duty  be 
permanently  assigned  to  that  branch  of  the  military 
service. 

la  rendering  justice  to  the  character  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  pay  department,  and  to  ihe  efficiency 
wi  h  which  their  duties  are  discharged,  I  cannot 
forbear  to  bring  to  >our  notice  the  defects  of  the 
present  system  of  paying  the  army,  and  the  evil 
consequences  which  result  from  it.  From  the  re- 
moteness of  ihe  posts,  the  soldiers  are  paid  at  long 
intervals,  and  the  guarantee  of  soldier*' debta  given 
by  the  regulations  to  the  sutlers,  ir  duces  them  to 
give  credit  to  the  whole  amount  allowed;  a  disposi- 
tion of  which  the  though tlesssoldier  generally  avails 
himself  to  the  full  extent,  and  on  pay-day  has  the. 
mortification  to  see  nearly  his  whole  pay  carried  off 
by  the  sutler.  This  occasions  great  discontent; 
while,  on  the  contrary,  those  soldiers  who  happen 
not  to  be  in  debt  to  the -sutler  receive  .larte 
amounts,  which  they  too  frequently  waste  in  dissi- 
pation; and,  until  these  sums  are  expended,  the 
post  presents  a  scene  of  alternate  drunkenness  and 
punishment.  The  only  remedy  for  these  evils  will 
be  found  in  the  prohibition  of  credits  by  the  cul- 
lers, and  more  frequent  payments  to  the  troops. 

Tne  office! s  of  the  medical  staff  have  maintain- 
ed the  high  reputation  acquired  by  iheir  zealous  at- 
tention to  their  duties  in  garrison  and  in  the  field. 
The  very  strict  examination  to  which  candidates 
fur  this  branch  of  the  service  are  subjected  before 
admission,  insures  high  professional  attainments 
in  those  of  the  lowest  rank;  and  that  which  the  of- 
ficers themselves  undergo  before  promotion,  leads 
them  to  severe  application,  for  it  must  appear  that 
they  have  not  only  retained  the  knowledge  ac- 
quired at  college,  but  also  kept  pace  with  the  pro- 
gress of  medical  science,  or  ihey  cannot  be  pro- 
moted or  retained  in  the  service.  It  is  not  surpris- 
ing, therefor.*,  that  this  branch  of  the  staff  con- 
tinues to  be  distinguished  for  professional  attain- 
ments and  cheerful  devotion  to  their  duties. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  medical,  c  fficers,  ap- 
pointed, by  your  direction,  to  ascertain  'he  relative 
advantages  of  Pit'sborgh  and  Wheeling  for  the  lo- 
cation of  a  marine  hospital  tn  the  Upper  Ohio,  in 
favor  of  the  former,  having  been  approved  by  you, 
the  selections  under  the  law  for  purchasing  sites 
for  marine  hospitals  on  the  western  waters  are  now 
complete.  Tne  amount  appropriated  for  that  pur- 
pose n.'t  proving  sufficient,  the  officers  intrusted 
with  the  performance  of  that  duty  made  condition- 
al arrangements,  subject  to  the  ra>ification  of  Con- 
gress. 1  respectfully  recommend  that  such  an  ap- 
propriation be  asked  for,  as  will  enable  this  De- 
partment to  cany  into  effect  the  benevolent  in'en- 
tionsof  the  law. 

Having,  in  several  instances,  found  deficient  the 
titles  to  land  en  which  forts  and  other  public  works 
are  erected,  measures  were  adopted  to  perfect 
them;  and  I  am  happy  to  report  that  I  found,  on 


ail  occasions,  the  State  authorities  willing  to 
vey  to  the  United  States  the  land  whereon  i 
works  are  situated.  The  Department  has  not  yet 
succeeded  in  settling  the  question  of  the  right  of 
properly  in  the  Peapatch  island,  notwiths'aadiag. 
its  utmost  efforts  to  do  so.  This  is  to  be  regretted, 
as  its  possession  is  essentially  necessary  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  Delaware.  The  works  to  be  erected 
there,  cannot,  from  the  nature  of  the  soil,  be 
thrown  up  in  haste,  but  will  require  much  time  to 
complete  them;  leaving,  in  the  event  of  war,  die 
approaches  to  Philadelphia  almost  entirely  ex- 
posed. 

A  new  edition  of  the  Army  Regulations  has  been 
drawn  up,  and  is  about  to  be  published,  with  sech 
amendments  and  additions  as  the  experience  of  ihe 
last  four  year*  has  dictated. 

It  is  a  subject  of  great  regret  to  me  to  be  com- 
pelled to  state  that  every  effort  to  terminate  the 
contest  in  Florida  has,  so  far,  proved  unsttr cessfaL 
Oc  General  Tay  lorVt  retiriog  from  the  commend  ef 
the  army  there,  (which  he  did,  by  permission,  in 
May  lait,)  it  devolved  upon  Bigadier  General 
ArmUtead;  who,  notwithstanding  the  advanced 
season,  commenced  active  operations  against  the 
Indians, acd,  in  many  instances,  succeeded  in  break- 
ing up  their  encampments,  destroying  their  Heidi 
and  crops,  and  making  some  few  prisoners.  In 
order  to  render  the  regular  forces  available  for  of- 
fensive operations,  a  brigade  of  Florida  militia  was 
raised  for  the  defence  of  Middle  Florida,  and  placed 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Ugh 
Read,  of  the  Territorial  militia,  with  instructions 
to  defend  the  portion  of  the  Territory  situated  north 
of  a  line  of  posts  occupied  by  the  regular  troops, 
extending  front  the  Atlantic,  south  ot  St.  Argen- 
tine, including  two  stations  east  of  the  St.  Idas 
river,  Pilatka,  Wheelock,  Mkanopy,  Watkahoo* 
tee,  Waca^sa,  a  post  between  the  last  and  Fort 
Fanning,  and  Cedar  Keys. 

Toe  troops  that  were  in  the  service  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, in  virtue  of  a  law  of  the  Legitlatore  of  Flo- 
rida, were  mustered  into  that  of  the  United  States, 
and  form  part  of  General  Read's  brigade,  which 
has  been  increased  to  twelve  hundred  mounted  and 
five  hundred  footmen,  and  may  be  raised  to  fifteen 
hundred  mounted  and  five  hundred  foot;  a  ferae 
which  is  considered  ample  for  the  protection  of 
that  portion  of  the  Territory  assigned  to  General 
Read's  command.  Some  depredations  having 
been  committed  in  the  neigborhood  of  the  Otoefe- 
nokee  swamp,  four  companies  of  Georgia  militia 
have  been  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  are  charged  with  the  defence  of  the  Geor- 
gia frontier. 

Certain  of  the  hostile  chiefs,  having  signified  to 
General  Armistead  their  desire  to  treat,  they  were 
invited  to  meet  him  at  Fort  King  on  the  7th  ah. 
and,  from  the  circumstance  (deemed  fortunate)  of 
the  presence  there  of  a  delegation  front  the  West- 
ern Seminoles,  hopes  were  entertained  of  termi- 
nating this  protracted  struggle  by  the  peaceful  re- 
moval of  the  remaining  Indians.  After  seme  days 
spent  in  negotiating,  and  af  »er  giving  reiterated  as- 
surances of  their  desire  to  emigrate  and  rejoin 
their  brethren  we»t  of!  the  Mississippi,  the  Indians 
suddenly  disappeared,  without  any  assignable 
cause  for  tkis  abrupt  rupture  of  the  negotiations, 
Hostilities  have,  in  consequence,  been  renewed, 
and  will  be  prosecuted  vigorously. 

The  regular  troops  now  in  Florida  amount  to 
about  4.500  men,  and  the  militia  in  service  to 
about  2.000.  I  recommend  that  authority  be  given 
ths  Executive  to-  engage  the  services  of  this  de» 
tcription  of  troops  for  a  twelvemonth,  or  daring 
the  continuance  of  hostilities  in  Florida.  The 
term  of  three,  months  is  much  too  short  to  easate 
efficiency;  and  frequent  enlistments  are  a  fndif es 
source  of  insubordination,  as  well  as  of  great  ad* 
ditional  expense. 

The  number  of  Indians  emigrated  from  the  in- 
terior to  the  West,  sines  the  year  1836,  amoaetsts 
very  nearly  41,000,  of  which  about  5,000  were  re- 
moved during  the  past  teaton;  and  I  am  happy  to 
add,  that  the  condition  of  those  who  are  settled  ia 
their  new  homes  continues  to  be  represented  to  an 
as  .prosper,  us  and  happy.  The  differences  which 
unfortunately  sprung  up  between  the  Western 
Cherv/kees  and  the  late  emigrants  of  that  tribe,  wp- 
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on  their  first  arrival  on  tbe  Arkansas,  have  be en 
happily  adjusted;  and  I  have  accordingly  directed 
that  their  annuities,  and  other  money*  doe  to  them, 
shoald  be  paid,  and  placed  them  upon  the  >ame 
footing  as  other  emigrant  tribes.  From  the  cha- 
racter of  this  nation,  and  tbe  advance  made  by 
many  of  their  number  in  civilization  and  in  the 
iris  of  life,  it  is  hoped,  now  that  they  are  removed 
from  the  evil  influences  wh:ch  heretofore  beset 
them,  their  progress  in  moral  culture  and  physical 
comfort  will  be  sapid  and  lasting.  Convinced  that, 
if  any  great  and  general  reform  is  ever  to  be  ef- 
fected ameng  the  Indians,  it  must  be  by  means  of 
education,  twery  exertion  has  been  made  to  pro- 
mote it;  not  by  disjointed  efforts;  but  by  adopting 
a  system  intended  to  embrace  the  establishment  of 
primary  schools  over  the  whole  Indian  Itritory, 
and  of  institutions  of  a  higher  order  at  suitable 
points,  designated  with  a  view  to  the  convenience 
of  the  Indians,  and  of  easy  access.  Fort  Coffee, 
on  the  Arkansas  river,  which  has  been  abandoned 
as  a  military  post,  has  been  selected  £or  one  of 
these  establishments.  This  situation  possesses  very 
decided  advantages;  and  the  system  by  which  it  is 
proposed  to  improve  them  has  my  full  approbation. 
For  the  details  of  the  plan,  I  refer  to  the  accompa- 
nying report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs, and  particularly  to  his  instructions  for  carry- 
ing it  into  effect,  addressed  to  tbe  Superintendent 
of  the  Western  Territory. 

While  on  this  subject,  it  affords  me  great  grati- 
fication to  be  able  to  speak  in  terms  of  merited 
praise  of  the  Methodist  manual  labor  school  in  the 
Shawnee  country.  Tbe  labors  of  that  sect,  so  dis 
iiognfwVd,for  their  Christian  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
Indian  civilization,  are  likely  to  be  crowned  wiih 
saecesr;  and  theie  is  reason  to  hop*  that  the 
high  expectations  raised  by  this  extensive  establish- 
ment will  be  fully  realized  under  its  present  pious 
and  competent  in. tractors.  The  Department  would 
be  happy  to  promote  similar  establishments  on  the 
part  of  other  religious  sects,  equally  zealous,  no 
doubt,  in  spreading  the  light  of  the  Gospel  among 
the  Indians,  and  equally  disposed  to  advance  their 
moral  culture.  It  is  convinced  that,  to  produce 
darable  beneficial  effects  by  education,  it  mi^t  be 
made  practically  useful;  and  that  those  domestic 
arts  which  are  imparted  to  our  youth  by  the  ex- 
ample of  their  parents  and  associates,  and  form, 
as  it  were,  a  part  of  their  nature,  musr.  be  taught 
the  Indian  in  the  schools,  and  instilled  into  him  by 
education. 

Perseverance  for  one  or  two  years  longer  in  the 
policy  of  removing  the  Indians  from  the  baneful 
and  destructive  influences  which  surround  them 
witea  the  Safes  and  Territories,  will  unite  the 
remaants  of  tribes, still  within  those  limits,  to  their 
brethren  in  the  West;  offering,  as  it  is  believed, 
the  only  chance,  not  only  of  civilizing  the  red  man, 
bat  of  perpetuating  bis  ex  stence. 

By  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Pennons,  it  wilt  be  seen  that  the  number 
of  pensioners  of  every  description  now  on  the 
reUs  in  alt  the  States  and  Territories,  and  in  the 
Dis  net  of  Colombia,  (except  those  paid  out  of  the 
mmry  pension  fond,)  amounts  to  forty- four  thousand 
three  hundred  and  ninety-four;  of  which  two  thou- 
sand and  seventy-two  cases  have  been  admitted 
ftnee  the  period  of  the  last  annual  report.  Tbe  num- 
ber of  deaths  of  pensioners  that  have  recurred  dur- 
ing; the  last  year,  and  been  reported  to  the  Depart- 
ment, is  sixteen  handred  and  five.  From  the 
number  of  unclaimed  pension',  it  is  believed  that 
many  more  have  died,  of  whose  d*cea.«e  we  have 
no  information.  The  number  of  invalid  pensioners 
*  now  fonr  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine, 
tawing  fncreaved  fonr  hundred  and  font  teen  since 
1833?  this  recreate  is  to  be  attributed,  principally, 
In  the  hardships  of  the  service  in  Florid*.  The 
ramber  ef  Revolutionary  pensioners  under  the  act 
tif  Karen  18,  1818,  has  decreased  from  above 
rwesrr  thonsand  to  seven  thousand  nine  hundred 
ind  forty-seven.  Under  the  act  of  Juoe  7,  183*2, 
Invtw-otae  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight  have 
teem  admitted  on  the  pension  roll;  of  which  nom- 
ler  twenty-three  thousand  two  hundred  and  seven 
ret  remain.  Eleven  hundred  and  eighty-six  pen- 
jotters  -were  admitted  under  the  law  of  May  15, 
L89B,  for  the  benefit  of  officers  and  soldiers  pf  the 


cominen'al  army  who  served  duiing  the  war;  only 
six  hundred  and  five  ate  now  borne  on  the  rolls. 
Tbe  number  of  widows  pensioned  under  the  act  of 
July  4,  1836,  is  three  thousand  four  hundred  and 
sixty-ei*ht,  of  whom  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
at.d  rixfy  survive.  Five  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  twelve  widows  have  received  the  benefit  of  the 
act  of  July,  1839;  but  the  list  is  now  reduced  to 
five  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-s.x.  All  of 
those  now  on  the  rolls  will  be  dropped  on  tbe  4th 
ci  March  next,  when  the  term  of  their  pensions 
expires  by  law.  From  the  number  of  applications, 
the  Commissioner  is  of  opinion  that  not  less  than 
fourteen  hundred  will  be  added  to  >be  year  1841. 

The  to'al  sum  drawn  from  the  Treasury  during 
the  past  year,  to  pay  pensions,  amounts  to  two  mil- 
lion forty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  dollars,  exclusive  of  navy  pensions. 

The  experience  of  two  years  confirms  the  opi- 
nion I  formerly  expressed  of  the  vexatious  opera- 
tion of  the  law  of  the  6b  of  April,  1838,  which 
fixe*  the  short  period  "f  ehht  mwihs  for  the  re- 
turn to  the  Treasury  of  unclaimed  pensions.  Tne 
intention  of  the  law,  no  doubt,  was  to  withdraw 
that  sum  frcm  the  pension  agent;  whereas  its  opera- 
tion, on  the  contrary,  draws  that  additional  amount 
from  the  Treasury  at  Washington,  while  it  pro- 
duces disappointment,  inconvenience,  delay,  and 
expense  to  the  poor  pensioners 

By  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  Cherokee  treaty 
of  December  29,  1835,  ratified  May  23  1836,  it 
was  agreed  on  the  part  rf  the  United  Sta'e-i  that 
such  warriors  of  (he  Cherokee  nation  as  were  en- 
gaz^d  en  the  side  of  the  United  States  in  ihe  la«t 
war  with  Grrat  Bri'ain  and  the  Southern  tribes  of 
Indian?,  and  who  were  wounded  in  such  service, 
shall  be  entitled  to  such  pensions  as  shall  be  al- 
lowed thf  m  hy  the  Congress  of  the  United  S'.atfF. 
I  respec  fully  suggest  that  Congress  be  atked  to  act 
upon  this,  section  of  tbe  treat}'.  There  are  not 
many  Cherokee  warriors  who  come  under  that  de- 
scription, but  they  are  very  destitute;  and  the  good 
faith  of  the  Government  is  pledged  in  their  favor. 

I  can  no'  forbear  bringing  to  your  not  ce  the  ex* 
poted  con  liti<  n  of  the  important  archives  of  this 
Department.  Many  of  them  are  kept  in  small 
buildings,  at  an  inconvenient  distance  from  the 
"War  Office,  and  surrounded  by  combustible  male- 
rials.  A  plain  fireproof  building,  capable  of  con- 
taining a'l  these  de'ached  offices,  might  be  con- 
structed for  a  snm,  th,»  interest  on  which  would  not 
exceed  the  amount  now  requi  ed  for  pa)iog  the 
rents  of  thi<e  now  occupied  for  the  purpose. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
The  President  of  the  United  S  ales. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVY. 

Navy  Dehartmcnt. 

December  5, 1640. 

Sir:  Jn  the  performance  of  a  duty  annually  de- 
volving on  this  Department,  I  res»pi  ctfully  submit 
the  following  report: 

The  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  remains  the 
same  as  it  was  at  the  date  of  my  latt  report,  and 
consists  of  the  Ohio  74,  the  Brandywine  (first  cla^s 
frigate,)  and  the  Crane  sloop  of  war— the  whole 
under  the  command  of  Commodore  Isaac  Hull. 
This  force  has  been  found  fully  adequate  to  the 
protection  of  our  commerce,  which  has  remained 
unmolested  in  that  quarter. 

The  squadron  on  tbe  Pacific  station  is  composed 
of  the  frua'e  Constitution,  the  sloop  of  war  St. 
Louis,  and  the  schooner  Shirk,  under  Commodore 
Claxton.  Since  the  dale  of  my  la.M  report,  the 
schooner  Enterprise,  then  on  her  way  home,  and 
tne  t loops  of  war  Lexington  and  Falmouth,  which 
bad  been  directed  to  return,  have  arrived  in  tbe 
United  S  ates,  and  have  been  replaced  by  the  sloops 
Yorktown  and  Dale,  now  on  the  eve  of  sailing  for 
tbe  Pacific.  The  squadron,  when  joined  by  the?e 
vessels,  will  consist  of  a  frigate  of  ihe  first  c'a*s, 
three  sloops  of  war,  and  a  rchooner.  Commodore 
Claxton  has  been  directed  to  despatch  the  York- . 
town  on  a  crime  to  the  Sandwich  and  Society 
Islands,  New  Z -aland,  the  coast  of  Japan,  the  Gulf 
of  California,  and  the  Lidrones  and  Marquesas, 


for  tbe  general  protection  of  our  whaling  interests, 
and  other  commercial  purpose?. 

The  squadron  en  the  coast  of  Brazil  under  Com* 
modore  J.  B.  Nicholson,  at  the  date  of  my  last  re- 
port, was  composed  of  the  razee  Independence, 
and  the  sloops  of  war  Fairfield  and  Marion.  Toe 
two  farmer  have  returned  to  the  United  States,' 
Commodore  Nicholson  having  been  relieved  in  the 
command  of  that  station  by  Commodore  Charles  G. 
Ridgely,  whese  force  now  consists  of  tbe  Potomac, 
first  class  frigate,  the  sloops  of  war  Decatur  and 
Marion,  and  the  schooner  Enterprise.  The  diffi- 
cul  i*s  between  the  French  Government  and  that  of 
ihe  Argentine  Republic  still  subsisting,  and  the 
blockade  continuing  to  be  rig  d'y  enforced,  it  has 
been  thooght  expedient  to  augment  this  fore*,  ano> 
the  sloop  of  war  Concord  is  now  on  the  eve  of  sail- 
ing for  that  purpose. 

Tne  squadron  employed  in  the  GoTf  of  Mexico 
snd  the  We  it  Indie*,  under  Commodore  William 
B.  Shubricv,  at  the  date  of  my  last  rep  rt  consisted 
of  the  frigate  Macedonian,  and  the  sloops  of  war 
Ontario,  Erie,  Warren,  and  Levant.  The  Ontario 
has  been  ordered  to  the  North  for  r<  pairs,  and  the 
Erie,  being  found  unfit  for  s-rvice,  has  been  de- 
tached from  the  squadron.  The  remaining  vessel?, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Warren,  were  direc  ed  to 
leave  Ihe  station  during  the  hurricane  months,  and 
preened  to  the  North.  Commodore  Shubrick  ac- 
cordingly left  Peosacola  in  July  last  with  the  Ma- 
cedonian, Levant,  an  1  Erie,  and  arrived  at  Boston 
is  August.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  Eastport,  and 
on  hi:  return  visited  the  principal  por's  on  the 
coast  as  far  south  as  Norfolk,  where,  in  conformity 
with  his  instructions  from  the  Department,  he  de- 
livered the  command  of  the  West  India  squadron 
to  Commodore  J.-fse  Wilkin«or»,  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  relieve  him,  and  who  has  prorerdtd  to 
his  stati  n.  The  command  of  Commodore  Wil- 
kinson now  consists  of  the  Macedonian  frigate  and 
the  sloops  of  war  Levant  and  Warren,  which  force 
is  deemed  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  our  inte- 
rests in  that  quarter  in  the  present  state  of  thin?'. 

Th«|frigate  Columbia  and  corv«»te  Jthn  Adams, 
employed  in  a  cruise  in  the  Indian  and  China  Sea*, 
under  Com.  George  C.  Retd,  for  the  protection  of 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter, 
have  returned  home.  Th»  frigate  Constellation, 
and  sloop  of  war  Boston,  have  iecentl*  sailed  for 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  \rh  re  ihey  will  replenish  their 
supplies,  and  receive  Captain  Lawrence  Kearney, 
now  in  command  of  the  flag  ship  on  Ihe  Brnzdun 
s'a'.ion,  wno  will  hoist  his  pendant  on  board  the 
CmMeliaticn,  as  commander  of  the  E-st  India 
squadron,  and  proceed  with  that  ve&tei  and  the 
Bcsron  to  carry  out  his  instructions. 

The  Erplonng  Expedition,  as  stated  in  my  last 
repot t,  W4S  at  CalUo,  wh^me  Lieutenant  Wilkes 
sailed  on  the  6th  July,  1839.  Since  that  period  he 
has  visited  the  Society  bland*,  NavigatoiV,  Group, 
New  Z 'aland,  and  various  detached  islands,  with 
whose  inhabitants  he  bel.l  tbe  most  am'cible  inter- 
course, and  with  the  ports  and  harbors  of  which  he 
made  himself  parhularly  acquainted.  On  the 
26ih  Dec-mbcr,  1839,  he  left  the  port  of  Sydney, 
in  New  Zealand,  and  prrcerdrd  to  penetrate  the 
Aibn'ic  sea.  On  the  19th  January  following,  the 
Vincennes  discovered  land  in  latitude  CC.2  south, 
longitude  154  27  casf,  and  hid  soandings  in  thirty 
fathom?  water.  The  same  day  the  Peacock  made 
a  similar  discovery  in  latitude  6G31,  longitude 
153.40,  and  obtained  soundings  at  a  d  pth  cf  three 
hundred  and  twenty  fathom*.  Lieutenant  Wilkes 
coasted  abrg  this  land,  and  ha 4  sijjht  of  it  at  va- 
rious ti-ne*  for  a  distance  of  eighteen  hundred 
mile*,  and  has  denominate  1  it  the  Antartic  Conti- 
nent. It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  the  vast 
masses  of  ice,  with  which  it  is  every  where  de- 
fended, prevented  a  nearer  approach  thai  fifteen 
miles,  and  rendered  it  impossible  to  land.  It  is  de- 
scribed as  presenting  one  vast  mass  of  snow  and 
ice,  apparently  rising  almost  perpendicularly  from 
the  sea,  and  will  probably  forever  b  a  rile  the  efforts 
of  man  to  explore  it*  interior,  or  convert  it  to  any 
useful  purposes. 

After  repeated  and  pe'severing  efforts  to  ap- 
proach the  coast  and  effect  a  landing,  Lieutenant 
Wilkes,  his  offisers  and  men,  having  suffered  re- 
vere'y  from  intense  cold  and  tbe  exposures  inci- 
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daetal  to  this  hazardous  enterprise,  returned  to 
Sydney  the  1 1 th  of -March,  1840,  wh^re  he  was 
joined  by  the  Peacock  and  Porpoi.e,  the  former  of 
which  had  be* n  in  imminent  danger  from  coming 
in  contact  with  .  an  island  of  ice.  Lieutenant 
Wilkes  speaks  in  the  highest  term?  of  the  con  duel 
of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  Expedition.  At 
the  last  dates,  the  6.h  of  Apiil,  he  was  at  the  bay 
of  islands,  New  Zealand,  whence  be  wai  shortly  to 
proceed  to  carry  out  his  instructions. 

The  steam  frigate  Fallon  h*s  been  employed 
daring  the  past  reason  in  experimenting  with  Paix- 
ban  gans  and  shot,  under  the  duectioa  of  Captain 
Perry;  and  with  a  view  to  afford  as  many  officers 
as  possible  an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  practice  of  gunner) ,  as  Urge  a  number  of 
supernumeraries  have  been  attached  to  her  as  shs 
could  accommodate  Toe  reports  of  Captain  Per- 
ry present  very  interesting  results,  and  it  is  con- 
templated to  continue  the  experiments  for  the  pur- 
pose of  demtn>trating  the  relative  advantages  of 
the  Paixhan  puns  and  those  in  ordinary  use,  as 
well  as  affording  a  useful  practice  to  our  naval  of- 
ficers, by  attaching  them  in  succession  to  this 
vessel. 

The  surveys  on  the  Southern  coast  of  the  Uni'ed 
Stales,  directed  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  Match, 
1837,  have  been  completed  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  Lieutenant  Glynn,  and  ii  is  expected  ih*r 
the  Department  will  be  enabled  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress either  at  or  shortly  after  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  complete  charts  of  all  the  ports  and 
places  which  have  been  surveyed. 

The  brig  Consort,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Powell,  is  now  occupied  in  surveying  the 
coast  from  the  bay  of  Apa  lathi  cola  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi,  as  directed  by  the  act  making 
appropriations  for  tne  naval  service, approve  d  July 
20,  1840. 

The  sloop  of  wjr  Preble,  Commander  Piter, 
has  been  employed  on  the  coast  of  Newfound- 
land and  Labrador,  during  the  late  fching  reason, 
in  protecting  the  rights  and  interests  of  American 
citizens  engaged  in  the  fisheries.  On  the  tet  urina- 
tion of  the  cruise  she  returned  to  Portland,  whence 
she  wa«  ordered  to  Boston  for  examination  previ- 
ous to  being  »ent  on  foreign  service. 

The  brig  Dolphin,  Lieutenant  Bell,  and  the 
schooner  Grampus,  Lieutenant  Paine,  have  been 
employed  on  the  coa$t  of  Africa,  in  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade.  They  returned  at  the 
commencement  of  the  sickly  season,  and  have 
since  sai.ed  in  pursuit  of  the  same  object.  Tne 
presence  of  these  vessels  on  the  slave  c  <asr,  dur- 
ing the  teason  in  which  this  disgraceful  traffic  is 
carried  on,  will  in  all  ptobability  in  a  great  degree 
arrest  its  progress,  so  far  as  it  has  been  prosecuted 
by  the  assumption  of  the  American  flaf,  and  do 
much  to  relieve  the  nation  from  the  unmente  I  s'ig- 
ma  of  participating  in  a  trade  equally  in  violation 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and.  the  policy  of 
their  Government.  From  the  rrport  of  Lieutenan's 
Bell  and  Paine  it  appears  that  the  traffic  in  slaves 
is  now  carried  on  principally  under  Portuguese  co- 
lots,  through  the  medium  of  slave  stations,  as  they 
are  denominaed, established  at  different  points  of 
the  coast,  nnder  the  protection  of  the  neighboring 
native  chiefs,  who  furnUh  the  slaves  and  receive 
in  re  urn  goods  manufactured  in  England  express- 
ly fur  this  purpose.  Here  the  slaves  are  collected 
until  an  opportuni'y  offers  for  the  slaver  to  ap- 
proach the  land  undercover  of  night,  and  receive 
them  on  board.  Both  officers  are  of  opinion  that 
so  long  as  these  stations  aie  permitted  to  exist,  and 
this  barter  carried  oo,  all  attempts  effectually  to  ar- 
rest the  traffic  in  slaves  will  end  in  administering 
only  partial  remedies,  which  will  but  aggravate  the 
disease.  There  can  be  Ii  tie  doubt  that  the  num- 
ber of  slaves  transported  from  Africa  is  now 
greater  than  it  it  was  previous  to  the  adopion  ot 
measure*  for  its  prevention  and  punishment  which 
it  would  seem  have  served  no  other  purpose  than 
to  excite  the  cupidity  of  unprincipled  adventurer?, 
by  increasing  the  value  of  slaves,  and  thus  pre- 
senting temptations  which  overpower  all  apprehen- 
sion of  consequences. 

During  the  past  year  three  small  schooners,  the 
Flirt,  the  Wave,  and  the  Otsego,  which  had  teen 
previously  procwed  and  employed  by  the  War 


Department,  under  the  act  making  appropriations 
for  suppressing  Indian  hostilities,  approved  3d 
March,  1839,  having  been  placed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  this  Department,  were  employed  on  the 
coast  of  Florida,  under  Lieutenant  McLaughlin. 
That  officer  lately  re'umed  to  the  Norfh  in  the  Flirt, 
bringing  with  him  the  men  whose  terms  of  service 
had  expired,  together  with  the  sick  and  disabled 
attached  to  the  expedition.  He  h»s  since  sailed 
with  men  sufficient  to  complete  ihe  complement  of 
all  his  vnsels,  as  well  as  fer  boat  service.  An 
additional  number  of  marines  has  also  been  at- 
tached to  bis  command,  with  a  view  to  ope  rations 
on  land  against  the  Indians,  as  well  as  the  protec- 
tion of  the  lives  and  property  of  the  citizens,  and 
the  preventit  n  of  the  introduction  of  supplies  for 
the  use  of  the  enemy. 

The  two  s'eam  frigates  commenced  under  the 
spend  section  of  the  act  approved  31  March, 
1839,  one  at  New  Yoik,  the  other  at  Philadelphia, 
have  been  so  far  completed  that  the  former  will 
be  ready  for  launching  in  a  few  days,  and  the 
latter  in  the  ensuing  spring,  as  soon  as  the  Dela- 
ware is  free  from  ice.  The  engines  and  boilers 
are  a'so  in  a  course  of  speedy  completion,  and 
when  finished,  will  be  placed  on  board,  and  the 
vessels  prepared  for  service  without  delay. 

The  apprentice  system  continues  in  operation; 
and  thus  far,  its  results  are  highly  satisfactory. 
Tht  conduct  of  the  young  lads  is  generally  ex- 
emplary, and  such  is  their  rapid  progress  in  the 
art  of  seamanship,  that  by  the  time  they  are  of 
age  fors-a  service,  our  commanders  generally  pre- 
fer them  to  older  seamen.  I  take  this  occasion  to 
recommend  that  this  system  be  fostered  to  tfce  ut- 
most extent  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  being  fully 
opinion  that  it  presents  one  great  means  of 
of  partially,  at  l^asf,  remedying  that  increasing 
scarcity  of  competent  petty  officers  and  able  sea- 
men, which  greatly  embarrasses  the  operations  of 
the  navy,  delays  the  sailing  of  our  public  vessels, 
and  places  the  defence  of  the  honor  and  interests 
of  the  United  States  under  the  protection  ofcrew.*, 
a  great  portion  of  which  are  foreigners. 

This  scarcity  of  seamen  for  the  uses  of  the  navy 
\st  I  apprehend,  owing  to  the  high  wages  they  re- 
ceive in  the  merchant  service,  and  (he  comparative- 
ly fhott  periods  of  iheir  engagements  in  commer- 
cial voyages  to  the  absence  of  an  apprentice  sys- 
tem in  the  mercantile  marine;  and  the  discharge  of 
seamen  when  their  terms  have  expired  on  foreign 
station.*,  where  the  seductions  of  climate  and  the 
allurements  of  pleasure  attach  them  to  the  soil,  and 
whence  many  of  tbem  never  return,  or  retarn  .*o 
enervated  as  to  be  comparatively  unfit  for  active 
service  The  inquiries  I  have  instituted  result  in 
the  fact  that  many  of  our  seamen  are  now  scattered 
amorg  the  Mands  of  the  PacMc,  and  on  the  coast 
of  Sjnth  America;  and  though  directions  have  been 
given  to  reclaim  them  whenever  it  may  be  foand 
practicable,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  a  large 
number  arc  thai  irretrievably  lost  to  their  country. 
I  have  also  sufficient  reason  to  believe  that  the  mo- 
dification of  the  navy  ration,  which  was  proposed 
to  Congress,  but  which  has  not  been  definitely  acted 
on,  would,  if  adopted,  contribute  ma'enally  to  at- 
tach our  seamen  more  permanently  to  the  service; 
and  I  take  this  occasion  earnestly  fo  re q nest  that 
the  Parly  at'.cntton  of  -Congress  may  be  invied  to 
this  sabjjci  generally,  a<>  one  of  vital  importance  to 
the  well  being  of  the  navy. 

The  accompany ingr  port  and  lett'-r  frrm  the  Com- 
missionerol  Pensions.exhibitlhe  numberof  pension- 
ers, the  amount  of  their  pensions,  and  the  means  now 
remaining  at  my  disposal  to  meet  those  which  may 
become  due  the  lit  of  January,  and  1st  of  July, 
1341.  From  these  documents  it  will  arpear  that 
under  (he  operation  of  the  navy  pension  laws,  and 
most  especially  thtt  of  the  3d  of  March,  1837,  the 
navy  pension  fund,  which  at  the  period  of 
its  pa? sage  amounted  to  upwards  of  a  million  of 
dollars,  the  annual  interest  of  which  was  sufficient 
to  meet  all  damand*,  now  consists  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dolJa.s  in  Cincinnatti  five  percent,  stock, 
*  really  depreciated,  fourteen  thousand  dollars  of 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washington,  in  the  same 
nutation,  thirty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  dollars  five  per  cent,  strck  of  the  city 
of  Washington!  and  eleven  thousand  four  hundred 


dollars  of  slock  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown, 
the  latter  totally  unsaleable  at  this  time. 

By  the  same  statement  it  appears  that  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty -ine  thousand  three  hundred 
and  fifty-two  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cent*,  will 
be  required  in  the  course  of  the  year  1841,  to  meet 
demands  arising  out  of  the  present  pension  list,  and 
that  consequently,  either  an  appropriation  of  that 
sum,  during  the  present  session,  muit  be  mad",  or 
the  pensioners  will  remain  unpai  1,  and  the  faith  of 
the  nation,  which  was  pledged  to  make  good 
any  deficiency  in  this  fund,  remain  unredeemed. 

The  estimates  which  accompany  this  report  hare 
been  prepare  J  wiiha  due  regard  to  economy  on 
one  hand,  and  the  protection  of  the  honor  and  inte- 
rest of  the  United  States  on  the  other.  The 
number  of  vessels  now  in  commission  is  fully  equal 
to  those  employed  in  proceeding  years,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  daring  the  past  year,  neither  the  person? 
or  property  of  our  citizens  have  any  where  suffered 
outrage  or  wrong  for  want  of  due  attention  in  af- 
fording the  means  of  protection  and  redress. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  Board  of  Navy 
Commissioners  have  again  presented  an  estimate 
for  additional  clerks,  which  I  am  satisfied  are  in- 
dispensable to  the  prompt  performance  of  the  du- 
ties of  that  office,  which  are  daily  increasing,  and 
which  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  will  suffer  any 
diminution  in  futnre. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

j.  k.  pauld:nq. 

To  ihe  President  of  the  United  States. 


REPORT  FROM  THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Post  Oppice  Department. 
December  7,  1840. 

Sir:  I  submit  a  rrport,  showing  the  service  ef 
this  Department  the  past  year,  its  prevent  condition, 
and  future  prospect?. 

The  extent  ot  the  post  routes  in  the  United  States 
covered  by  mail  service,  on  the  30  b  June  last,  *s 
near  as  can  be  ascertained,  was  155,739  miles.  The 
annual  transpo  tation  on  thess  routes,  at  the  rate 
existing  on  the  30th  day  of  Jane  last,  was  about 
36  370,776  miles. 

The  annual  cost  of  transportation,  estimated  at 
the  rate  of  pay  existing  at  the  close  of  the  year,  was 
$3,296,876,  viz: 

Mile*  O*. 

By  hor- e  and  snlkey;  12, 182,445     $789,663 

By  stage  and  coach ,  20,299  278     1,911 ,855 

By  steamboat  and  railroad,    3,889,053    <  595  353 

Total,  36,370,776  $3,296  876 

In  addition  to  thi*  service,  the  mails  by  steam- 
boats and  other  vessels,  under  the  5ih  and  6  h  sec- 
tions of  the  act  cf  1325,  are  estimated  to  have  cost, 
t  V  e  last  j  ear,  about  $9,000;  and  there  has  been  paid 
ler  Miip  and  way  letters,  about  $26,000. 

The  resolu  i"n  of  Congress  of  May  14, 1836,  ae- 
ftoiized  the  Postmaster  General  to  extend  the  term 
of  the  then  existing  contracts  for  six  months,  ao  as 
to  have  them  termimte  on  the  30th  of  Juoe,io*te*d 
of  the  last  of  December.  In  pursuance  of  (his  au- 
thority, the  contracts  which  would  have  txpirai 
with  the  present  year  were  extended  lo  the  30ch 
Jon*,  1841;  inconsequence  of  which,  the  leuiacs 
that  would  otherwise  have  fal  en  into  the  year  1840 
will  not  take  place  until  the  spring  of  1841.  Tae 
advertisement  for  this  service  has  been  prepared, 
and  will  soon  be  published. 

The  new  router,  amount.ng  to  about  ser*m  hun- 
dred, established  by  the  act  of  the  7th  July.  1838, 
have  been  put  into  operation  during  the  past  year, 
and  have  made  considerable  addition  to  the  expeadi- 
tu  e  for  the  transportation  service.  This  extension, 
with  the  belief  that  the  usual  increase  of  reveaae 
would  not  be  realized,  has  indicated  a  policy  of  re- 
trenchment rather  than  general  improvement;  bat, 
since  I  took  charge  of  the  Department,  some  im- 
provements have  be<n  effected  on  some  of  the  most 
i  is  port  ant  routes  which  the  public  interest  seemed 
to  demand,  and  where  little  additional  expense  was 
incurred.  1  have  also  executed  contracts  for  addi- 
tional service  on  a  few  railroad  and  steamboat 
routes,  where  retrenchmentsoould  he  made  cm  other 
routes  nearly  equivalent  to  the  new  liabilities  a*» 
aumed,    These  changes  have  given  soma  a<ldi&i<mal 
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expedition  to  the  great  North  and  Soma  mail,  as 
well  as  40  several  large  mails  connecting  with 
it  at  important  points. 

The  number  of  contractors  in  the  senrice  during 
the  last  year  was  about  2,100.  The  number  who 
had  been  fined,  or  bad  deductions  made  from  their 
pay  for  delinquencies  in  tha  perfornunce  of  their 
engagements,  is  628.  The  fines  and  deductions 
oaring  the  year,  exclusive  of  the  remissions,  amount 
to  #€0,685  CO. 

In  genera],  the  transpartation  service  has  been 
performed  faithfully,  and  in  a  commendable  spirit 
of  energy,  perseverance,  and  devotion  to  the  pub- 
lic interest.  The  obstacles  which,  for  a  time,  oc- 
casioned irregularities  in  the  large  mail  south  of 
this  city,  it  is  believed,  hare  been  removed. 

The  number  of  post  offices,  oh  the  1st  day  of 
July,  1838,  was  12,519;  the  number  on  the  30th 
day  of  June,  1839,  was  12,780;  on  the  same  day 
of  the  present  year,  the  number  was  13,468,  show- 
ing an  increase,  during  the  year,  of  698.  There 
have  been  established,  during  the  year,  959  post 
offices;  and  271  discontinued.  The  number  this 
day  is  13,638.  There  have  been,  during  the  year, 
3.231  postmasters  appointed,  of  whom  959  were 
for  new  offices. 

The  revenue  of  the  Department,  for  the  year 
ending  Jane  30,  1840,  as  appears  from  the  fettle- 
meat  of  the  Lccounts  of  postmasters  in  the  Audi- 
tor's office,  wav 

Letter  postage  .  (4,003,776  07 

Newspapers  and  pamphlets  '  535,229  61 

Fines  paid  to  postmasters  for  viola- 
tions of  Jaw  260  00 


The  expenditures  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  same  period  were— 
For  compensation  to  ponma.su>™, 

$1,028,925  92 
For  wrapping  paper, 
office  furniture,  ad- 
vertising. miU-bag9, 
mail-locksand  keys, 
and  stamps,  mail 
depredations,  and 
special  agents, 

blanks,  clerks    for 
offices,  atai  miscel- 
laneous .     441,778  96 
Air  ship,  steamboat, 

and  way  letters  35  4 10  81 

For  transportation     .  3,252,995  16 


$4,539,265  68 


Excess  of  expenditures 


4.759,110  85 
(219,845  17 

The  revenue,  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
year,  shows  an  increase  of  #61,651  64,  being  a 
fraction  over  one  per  cent. 

The  average  annual  increase  of  revenue  from 
1832  to  1839,  inclusive,  has  been  about  10  per 
cent.  But  as  this  period  includes  the  two  years 
ending  June  30, 1837,  of  extraordinary  augmenta- 
tion of  revenue,  amoun  ing  to  1 5  per  cent,  the  first 
year,  and  2J  per  cent,  the  second,  10  per  cent,  u 
considerably  above  the  ordinary  annual  increase, 
which  may  be  estimated  at  about  6  per  centum. 
The  decline  in  the  revenue,  therefore,  the  past  year, 
may  he  estimated  at  about  5  per  cent,  or $225,000. 
I  0/  Me  ttntmt  and  expend  hires  of  ike  Poet 


Office  Department  /or  the  •!*>*  year*  ending  30/* 
4nm,  1839. 

Year  ending ,  Revenue.  Expenditore. 

Jane  30,  1829      #1,707,418  42      #1,782,132  57 

1830  1,850  583  10        1  932,707  95 

1831  1,997,811  51        1,936  122  87 
1839        2,258,570  17        2,266,171  66 

1833  2,617,011  88        2  930,414  87 

1834  2,823.749  34        2  910  605  08 
.  1835        2,993,556  66        2,757,350  08 

1836  .  3,408,323  59   2,841,706  36 

1837  4,100  605  43    3.303,428  03 

1838  4.235,077  97        4,621,837  16 

1839  4,477,614  04        4,654,718  42 
From   this   tabular  statement,  it  appears  that 

vjfcjar  the  expenditures  of  the  Department  have 
been  steadily  advancing,  with  few  exceptions,  its 
revenues  has*  been  very  fluctuating,  varying  from 


a  mere  nominal  increase  to  an  advance  of  20  per  || 
cent,  in  a  single  year. 

Tue  extension  of  the  mail  service,  and  the  ad- 
vance in  the  population  and  business  of  the  coun- 
try, are  the  causes  of  the  ordinal y  increase  of  the 
revenue.  But  temporary  and  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances often  counteract  these  more  permanent 
sources  of  increase,  so  far  as  to  prevent  any  mate- 
rial advance.  This  has  been  the  case  the  past 
year;  during  which  a  combination  of  causes  have 
operated  do  impair  the  revenue  of  the  Department 
to  nearly  the  extent  of  the  average  annual  in- 
crease. 

But  the  present  unfavorable  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  Department  is  not  wholly  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  decline  of  the  revenue  the  past  year; 
it  is,  in  part,  the  result  of  the  too  sudden  and  Isr.e 
extension  of  the  service  during  the  years  1837, 
1838,  and  1839,  occasioned  by  the  extraordinary 
surplus  which  accrued  in  1836  and  1837.  ThU 
surplus,  on  the  30th  June,  le36,  was  $041,842. 

The  Pes' master  General,  in  his  annual  report  of 
that  year,  recommended  a  reduction  of  the  ra?e?  of 
postage.  Con^re^s  did  not  sanction  that  measure; 
but,  by  the  act  of  the  2d  July,  1836,  established 
about  seven  hundred  new  post  route?,  which  it  be- 
came the  duty  of  the  Department  to  put  into  ope- 
ration. The  action  on  this  subject  by  Congress 
was  considered  as  indicating  its  desire  that  the 
surplus  which  had  accrued,  and  which  might  ac- 
crue, should  be  expended  in  providing  additional 
mail  accommodations.  The  causes  which  had 
produced  the  above  surplus  on  the  30  h  June,  1836 
continued  to  operate  during  the  remainder  of  that 
year,  and  a  part  of  the  year  1837;  and,  as  the 
ce*  contracts  did  not  go  into  operatic  n  until  after 
the  1st  of  February,  1837,  the  revenue  continued 
to  exceed  the  expendituie;  and,  on  the  30  h  June, 
1837,  the  surp'us  amounted  to  #756,208.  During 
the  session  following,  C:ngress,  by  the  act  of  the 
7ih  of  July,  1839,  established  about  seven  hun- 
dred additional  route?,  which  were  to  be  put  in  ope- 
ration on  (he  1st  of  July,  1839,  or  before,  if  the 
revenues  of  the  Department  would  justify  it.  The 
second  section  of  the  same  act  provides  <(that  every 
railroad  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Sa'es  that 
now  is,  or  may  hereafter  be,  made,  shall  be  a  post- 
route;  and  the  Pos  master  General  shall  cause  the 
mail  lo  be  transported  thereon:  Provided,  he  can 
have  it  done  on  reasonable  terms,  and  not  pay- 
ing therefor,  in  any  instance,  more  tuan  25  per 
centum  over  and  above  what  similar  transportation 
would  cost  in  post  coaches." 

Trie  very  liberal  construction  given  to  this  act 
by  the  Postmaster  General,  favorable  to  the  irre- 
rests  of  the  railroad  companies,  did  not  satisfy  the 
spirit  of  cupidity  which  belongs  to  corporate  mo- 
nopolies and  it  was  found  impracticable  to  obiaia 
contracts  from  several  of  ike  railroad  companies 
And  Congress,  by  the  act  of  25ih  January,  1839, 
extended  the  maximum  rate  of  compensation  f.«r 
railroad  service  to  three  hundred  dollars  per  mile. 
The  new  routes  established  by  the  act  of  7ih  of 
Julv,  1838,  were  mostly  pot  into  service  in 
1839;  and  contracts  have  been  made  for  tervice  on 
the  railroads  then  in  existence,  and  most  of  those 
which  have  sir  ce  been  completed,  at  .rates  of  com 
pensation,  varying  from  twenty  five  to  three  hun- 
dred per  cent,  above  what  had  been  paid  for  coech 
service  on  the  same  rou tee.  In  England,  the  ave- 
rage rate  of  compensation  for  railroad  srrviee  is 
about  ninety  dollars  per  mile;  and  the  highest  sum 
paid  on  the  most  important  route*  is  one  hundred 
and  seven  dollars  per  mile;  and  the  eon  tractors  are 
required  to  convey  mail*  as  often,  and  at  such 
times,  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral. Here,  with  a  rale  of  compensation  nearly 
two  hundred  per  cent,  higher,  it  has  been  found 
impracticable,  on  many  of  the  routes,  to  obtain 
that  control  over  the  time  of  the  departure  and  de- 
livery of  the  mail,  which  is  so  essential  to  the  ser- 
vice, and  is  exercised  on  other  routes,  in  addition 
to  the  compensation  paid  to  the  railroad  compa- 
nies, there  are  considerable  incidental  expense  in- 
curred for  travelling  agents  on  the  more  important 
routes,  for  conveying  the  mail  to  and  from  the  cars  at 
the  ends  of  the  routes,  and  for  supplying  interme- 
diate offices,  not  on  the  line  of  the  roads.  The  sub- 


frtuuiion  of  railroad  for  coach  service,  has  borne 
very  heavily  on  the  revenues  of  the  Department. 

The  new  routes  established  in   1836  aud  1838, 
bein/,  many  of  them,  in  sectioES  ot  the  country  * 
where  tbs  roads  are  bad  and  the  settlements  sparse, 
have  yielded  an  income  bearing  but  a  small  propor- 
tion to  the  expense  of  the  transportation. 

Tnis  great  extension  of  the  service,  and  the  sub- 
stitution of  a  higher  and  more  expensive  for  a 
cheaper  grade,  under  the  acts  of  Congress  referred 
to,  and  the  improvements  on  other  routes,  which 
the  public  interests  seemed  to  demand,  since  1836, 
have  canied  the  expendituies  of  the  Department, 
for  three  successive  years,  beyond  its  accruing  re- 
venue. 
In  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  Jane, 

1838,  the  expenditures  were  £4,621,637  00 

The  revenue  which  accrued  was         4,235  077  00 


Excess  of  expenditure  over  the  reve- 


$386,760  00 


The  expenditures  in  the  year  ending 

June  30, 1839,  were  $4  654,718  00 

The  revenue  which  accrued  was      .  4,477,614  00 


Excess  of  expenditure  .    $177,104  00 

The  excess  of  the  expenditures  for  these  two 
years  was  met  by  the  surplus  funds  which  had  ac- 
cumulated in  1837,  and  nearly  exhausted  all  that 
surplus  which  was  available. 

In  the  annual  report  of  my  predecessor,  made  in 
December,  1838,  he  says:  "The  genet  al  financial 
disasters  ot  last  year  have  not  reduced  the  revenue, 
as  might  have  been  expeced,  but  have  prevented 
mosi  of  the  anticipated  increase,  and  thrown  the 
Department  anon  its  surplus,  to  sustain  most  of  its 
extensions.  The  indications  now  are,  that  there 
will  be  a  slight  iinprovemnt  in  the  revenue  of  the 
cur.ent  fiscal  year,  over  the  preceding;  but  not 
enough  to  produce  any  material  effect.  An  ad- 
vance somewhat  greater  may  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected, next  year,  but  not  great  enough  lo  meet 
tue  increasing  cost  of  mail  service,  and  put  into 
operation  the  new  routes  established  at  the  last  *e.<- 
sinnof  Congress.  1 1  will  hence  be. seen  that,  for 
more  than  a  year  to  come,  the  curtailment,  nt'her 
than  the  extension,  of  service  on  routes  now  in 
operation,  is  to  be  expected.11 

Tne  anticipated  increase  during  the  year  1839, 
was  real  z<d,  ani  amounted  to  5 A  per  cent,  pro- 
ducing $241,560.  But  the  greater  increase  looked 
for  in  1840,  has  essentially  jailed;  and  the  quarter 
ending  30th  of  Sep'ember  last,  exhibits  an  actual 
declension  in  the  revenue,  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  quarter  ot  last  year,  of  about  5  per 
cent.  Tnis  unfavorable  result  has  been  oc- 
casioned mainly  by  the  second  suspension  of 
the  banks  in  a  large  section  of  the  Union,  fol- 
lowed by  a  general  depression  of  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  country;  which  appears 
to  bate  been  appreheaded  at  the  close  of  the  last 
year,  as  the  Postmaster  General  then  said:  "It  is 
possible  that  the  recent  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks,  in  a  large  portion  of  the 
Union,  may  again  check  the  increase  in  the  revenue 
of  the  Department,  so  as  to  make  retrenchments  ne- 
cessary; but,  in  any  evjnf,  they  will  be  inconside- 
rable." 

But  the  present  apparently  unfavorable  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  Lh  part  meat  need  occasion  no 
anxiety.  It  can  be  sustains!  upon  its  own  re- 
sonrcfs,  and  soon  placed  in  a  safe  and  prospe- 
rous condition.  Yet,  to  afford  it  temporary  relief, 
curtailments  of  service,  to  a  limited  extent,  are  neces- 
vary.  Tuis  has  already  been  commenced,  and  will 
be  continued  as  far  as  may  be  found  requisi  e  to 
place  it.  finances  in  a  sound  condi  ion.  The  cur- 
tailments or  suspensions  of  service  will  be  made  so 
as  to  occasion  as  little  inconvenience  to  ths  public, 
or  injustice  to  the  contractors,  as  such  an  operation 
will  admit  of.  As  periodical  retrenchments  are 
unavoidable,  it  deserves  consideration,  whether  it 
would  not  be  wise  for  Congress  to  prescribe  some 
rule  by  which  all  general  curtailments  are  to  be  ef  • 
footed,  so  as  to  remove  executive  discretion,  and  se- 
cure an  equal  apportionment  of  the  redaction  of 
service  among  the  different  sections  of  the  country. 
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Pec,  1840. 

Sen.&H.ofB^T 


ftfrrn  Cono--*«2kd  Sess. 


Report  of  the  Po$tmaster  General 


In  examining  the  causes  wbich  have  placed  the 
Department  in  its  present  condition,  we  discover 
it*  resource?,  and  its  ability  not  only  to  sustain 
itself,  bat  probably,  with  the  aid  of  some  remedial 
legislation,  to  admit  of  a  prospective  reduction  of 
the  tariff  of  letter  postage,  which  public  sentiment 
seems  to  demand. 

These  causes  are  to  be  fonnd  in  the  unexampled 
fluctuations  since  1834  in  the  financial  interests  and 
commercial  Winess  of  the  country.  The  period 
of  unprecedented  overaction  in  trade,  from  the  fall 
of  1834  to  the  spring  of  1837r  occasioned  en  extra- 
ordinary increase  *f  rev  »nuef  which  produced  the 
large  surplui  that  existed  in  1836  and  1837.  This 
surplus  formed  the  basis  of  the  great  extension  of 
the  mail  service  since  1636,  which  so  far  Exceeded 
the  limits  to  which  it  could  have  been  carried  by 
the  orlinary  increase  of  revenue,  as  to  ab- 
sorb nearly  the  whole  of  this  surplus  in  two 
year?.  When  the  rr action  came  on,  which, 
under  any  circumstances,  would  have  depress- 
ed its  revenue,  the  Department  had  to  sus- 
tain itse'f  wi  h  an  ex'ent  of  service  beyond  its  na- 
tural limit",  which  had  originated  from  the  extra  or- 
dinary increase  of  its  revenues  in- 1836  and  1837, 
But  the  unusual  iocr  ase  of  revenue  over  the  ex- 
penditures during  those  two  year?,  was  not  entire- 
ly owing  to  the  great  activity  of  trade.  Tne  con- 
tracts for  transportation,  during  that  period,  tad 
mostly  been  made  when  prices  were  low,  and  the 
revenue  accruing  from  their  performance  was  re- 
ceived when  prices  had  advanced  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  per  cent.  The  Department,  therefore, 
enjoyed  in?  advantages  of  an  excited  state  of  bu- 
siness, without  the  drawback  which,  under  other 
circumstance?,  the  advance  in  prices  would' have 
occasioned. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  excels  of  the  expenditures 
over  the  receipts  for  postage?  the  last  three  year?, 
is  not  more  to  be  attributed  to  the  depression  of  the 
revenue  from  the  state  of  the  times,  tfcan  to  the  cir- 
cumstance that  all  the  existing  contracts  were 
made  during  the  high  state  of  prices,  and  at  an 
"average  advance  of  about  fifty  per  cent,  above 
the  rate  of  compensation  pa  id  prior  to  1Q36. 

Should  prices  not  vary  e>s:ntially  ftom  their 
present  standard,  it  :s  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
the  future  letting*  can  be  made  at  greatly  reduced 
ra'es  of  compensation.  This  is  an  important  re- 
source, which,  in  a  few  yeais,  without  any  re- 
trenchment of  service,  coul  i  hardly  fai'  of  placing 
the  finances  of  the  Department  in  a  prosreictis 
condition.  Bur  it  cannot  be  made  immediately 
available,  sc  that  a  suspension  or  cuiuilmcnt  of 
service,  to  a  limiced  extent,  becomes  necessary. 

The  >rs  tor  at  ion  of  commercial  activity,  so  cotifi 
dtntly  anticipated,  may  (reasonably  be  calculated 
to  produce  a  considerable  improvement  during  tie 
two  last  quartern  of  the  current  fi?cal  year,  and  a 
mueh  greater  increase  the  next  year. 

With  a  leasonable  expectation  of  a  reduction  in 
the  expanses  of  the  transport ation,  and  nearly  a  cer- 
tainty of  a  considerable  increase  in  its  re  venues,  the 
future  prospects  of  the  Department  are  highly  satis- 
factory. 

The  present  is  a  peculiar  crisis  in  its  financial  af- 
fairs, resulting  from  the  operation  of  causes  which 
I  have  endeav  red  partially  to  explain,  and  which 
are  not  likely,  iu  the  same  degree  at  leas',  aga  n  to 
occur. 

There  are  other  causes  of  a  more  limited  ipfla- 
.enc?  which  have  contributed  to  impair  the  revenue 
the  past  year.  The  greatly  enhanced  expense  of  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  upon  railroads  is  not  the 
only  way  in  which  they  affect  the  revenues  of  this 
Department.  The  great  facili  ies  which  they  af- 
ford for  the  transmission  of  letters  and  newspapers 
out  of  the  mail,  have  evidently  diminished  the  re 
ceipts  from  postage,  Thi*  is  proved  by  the  sudden 
falling  off  of  the  revenue  at  points  where  these  fa- 
cilities h*ve  recently  been  provided.  Information 
has  aho  been  received  from  the  agents  of  the  De- 
partment, showing  that  letters,  packets,  and  news- 
papers, were  extensively  conveyed  out  of  the  mail 
on  the  railroad  and  steamboat  lines,  and  on  many 
of  the  stage  and  coach  rentes.  So  far  as  these 
practices,  so  detrimental  to  the  income  of  the  De- 

r ailment,  were  believed  to  be  in  violation  of  law, 
endea voted  to  suppress  them,  regarding  it  as  my 


highest  duty  to  enforce  the  Uws.  Aud  in  respect  to 
letters  carried  by  carriers  and  drivers,  these  efforts, 
it  is  believed,  have  been  generally  effectual;  but 
there  is  no  prohibition  against  persons  conveying 
letters  and  packets  who  may  pass  over  mail  routes 
in  the  same  vehicle  which  transports  the  mail,  and 
the  railroads  afford  great  facilities  for  sending  let- 
ters in  this  way. 

For  fifteen  years  preceding  the  introduction  of 
the  new  system  in  England,  the  postage  tax  had 
rather  declined,  notwithstanding  the  increase  of 
population  and  business.  This  was,  by  many, 
ascribed  to  the  high  rate  of  the  tax,  but  the  better 
and  more  prevailing  opinion  attributes  it  to  th? 
numerous  railroads  whiob  have  gone  into  opera- 
tion. 

The  practice  of  carrying  newspapers  out  of  the 
mail,  without  having  secured  the  piivilege  in  the 
contract,  I  frond  to  be  so  general,  that  it  could  not 
be  suppressed  without  great  inconvenience  to  the 
public;  and,  as  the  ambiguity  of  the  law  admit' ed 
of  doubts  in  regard  to  the  restriction,  I  concluded 
that  I  siould  best  discharge  my  duly  by  permitting 
these  practices  to  continue,  and  leave  it  for  Con- 
gress either  to  remove  the  prohibition  or  to  make 
the  law  more  explicit  for  Us  enforcement.  As  it  is 
probable  that  tha  enforcement  of  the  prohibition 
would  have  thr  effect  of  slopping  the  carrying  of 
newspapers  en  the  mail  routes,  rather  than  causing 
them  to  be  conveyed  in  the  mail,  it  would  seem 
both  just  and  politic  to  abolUh  the  restriction  en- 
tirely. 

Another  soorce  of  detriment  to  the  revenue  the 
past  year,  has  been  the  exercise  and  abuse  of  the 
franking  privilege  to  an  tfnprecented  extent.  Dur- 
ing the  last  three  quarters,  the  free  matter  cons' i- 
luted  a  very  large  portion  of  the  entire  mail*.  As 
the  contract  had  been  made  without  reference  to 
tl.i-i  extraordinary  addition  to  th*  balk  and  weight 
of  the  mails,  the  burden  of  the  transportation  was 
thrown  upon  the  contractors.  The  free  matter  is 
not  only  conveyed  without  compensation,  but  'the 
Department  is  subjected  to  the  charge  of  two  ants 
(or  every  free  letter  or  sealed  packet  delivered  at 
ifficcs  where  the  postmaster's  commissions  do  not 
exceed  five  hundred  dollars  per  quarter.  At  some 
offices  this  allowance  to  the  postmaster  has  absorb- 
ed his  whole  quaiterly  balance. 

The  books  of  the  Department  famish  no  data 
for  de  ermirrn*  thenomb.r  cf  free  packets  con- 
veyed in  the  mail,  as  a  large  portion  of  them  are 
not  entered  on  t'-.e  p3st bills.  At  the  post  office  in 
this  city  an  account  was  taken  of  the  number  and 
w»'ij>ht  of  free  letters  and  packets  during  three 
weeks  ending  the  2  I  day  of  May,  the  91  day  of 
June,  and  the  7ih  day  of  July  last.  Teere  were 
22,038  free  letters  and  packet*  from  the  Executive 
Department!;  20  3^3  free  letters  from  members  of 
Cmgres*;  and  332,268  public  documents  and  other 
franked  packets— making  in  all  434  660.  The 
pubic  documents  and  pack?  s  from  Congress,  ex- 
clusive of  the  letters,  weighed  32  6-9  pound? — 
neaily  sixteen  and  a  half  ton*.  Taking  this  as  the 
average  of  the  session  of  thin j -three  week.*,  it 
would  appear  that  the  free  letters  and  packets  sent 
from  the  oliice  in  this  city  duting  the  late  session  of 
Congress  auoonted  to  4,781,359;  and  in*  two  cents 
allowed  o  pc*tn>aster-<  for  the  delivery  of  free 
letters  would  be  $95,637.  This  is  probably  t.bove 
the  average  cf  tha  session;  and  the  two  cents  are 
not  paid  at  c  fhces  where  the  postmaster's  commit- 
stons  exceed  five  hundred  dollars  per  quarter. 

It  may  be  estimated  that  there  has  been  abstract* 
cd  from  the  revenue  the  past  year,  in  the  allow- 
ance  of  the.  two  cen  s  to  postmasters  for  the  de- 
livery of  free  letters  and  packets,  and  the  two 
cents  paid  for  advertising  free  letters,  the  sum  of 
#150,000. 

And  there  are  facts  that  hive  come  to  the 
knowle'ge  of  the  Department,  wtyich  show 
that  great  abuses  have  been  practised  by  those  en- 
joying the  privileges,  in  the  highest  as  well  as 
the  lowest  Nations,  in  covering  the  correspond- 
ence of  others,  to  the  great  injury  of  its  re- 
venue. This  and  other  abims  of  the  privilege  ap- 
pear  to  be  rapidly  increasing,  and  imperiously  de- 
mand a  remedy,  either  by  its  entire  abolition,  or 
such  restrictions  upon  it  as  cvuld  be  enforced  by 
the  Department.  s 


The  provision  in  the  act  of  1825,  allowing  two 
c*nts  to  postmasters  on  free  letters  should  be  abo- 
lished, as  it  is  unreasonable  that  those  enjoying  an 
exclusive  privilege  should  derive  a  revenue  from 
the  same  privilege  possessed  by  others.  Postmas- 
ters might  be  properly  restricted  in  sending  and  re- 
ceiving five  letter*,  to  their  own  office.  It  is  in  th« 
nature  of  all  exclusive  privileges  lo'fun into abofe; 
and  hence  we  find  that,  of  the  twelve  acts  of  Con' 
gress  relating  to  the  franking  privilege  of  its  mem- 
bers and  officers,  all,  with  one  exception,  have 
served  to  enlarge  the  right 

Tne  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  revennei 
have  been  conducted  with  success  and  convenience 
by  the  agents  of  the  Department,  with  little  trouble 
to  them,  hnd  without  charge  upon  its  means.  The 
act  of  the  4th  July  last  has  occasioaed  no  material 
change  in  the  financial  system  of  this  Department, 
except  substituting  the  receivers  general  for  the 
postmasters,  at  some  important  points,  as  (he  depo- 
sitaries of  its  fund'.  But  the  penal  provisions  cf 
the  ac',  which  make  the  using  or  loaning  the  pub- 
lic moneys  a  conversion  and  embezzlement  of 
them,  and  punishable  as  a  criminal  offence,  are  ap- 
plicable to  po&tma -ter*,  and  cannot  fail  of  having 
a  salutary  influence  in  promoting  prompt  payment 
of  the  quarterly  balances,  of  which  there  has  been 
great  improvement  the  last  few  years,  and  in  pre* 
venting  defalcations. ' 

The  revision  of  tho  tariff  of  postage,  with  the 
view  to  reduction  and  convenience,  ha,*,  for  r-me 
years  past,  attracted  the  public  attention,  and,  on 
several  occasions,  been  brought  under  the  conside- 
ration of  Congress  without  any  definite  action. 
At  the  second  session  of  the  twenty- fifth  Congress, 
the  House  of  Representatives  adopted  reflations 
cailing  on  the  prstmas'er  General  to  rta'e  "what, 
in  his  opinion,  won  d  be  the  effect  on*  the  revenats 
of  the  Department,  of  the  establishment  of  ih« 
following  tariff  of  postages  of  letters:  On  letters 
conveyed  80  miles  and  under,  five  cen's;  over  80 
miles  and  not  exceeding  200,  ten  cents;  over  900 
and  not  exceeding  400,  fifteen  cents;  over  400 
miles,  twenty  cents;  and  to  s  ate  what  other  tariff, 
fixing  the  rates  in  federal  money,  and  having  in 
view  the  greatest  reduction  consistent  with  the  ne- 
cessary means  of  the  Department,  if  any,  in  an 
judgment,  would  be  more  just  than  the  above.  And 
that  he  also  s  ate  what  alteration*,  if  any,  tta?  bt 
made  in  the  present  rates  of  postage  on  newspa- 
pers, pamphlets,  and  periodicals,  so  as  to  prrmo* 
the  circulation  of  inform  a' ion  without  detriment  to 
the  revenues  of  the  Department 

It  is  sopprsed  that  this  resolution,  in  connexion 
with  the  prevailing  interest  then  felt  in  thesoceea 
of  the  experiment  making  in  England  by  watt  is 
called  the  penny  system,  induced  the  lat:  Postmas- 
ter General  to  commission  George  Plitt,  ejqoneof 
the  special  agents  of  this  Department,  tto  visit  Eu- 
rope for  the  purpose  of  collecting  such  informa- 
tion* concerting  the  new  system  in  Eogland,  aM 
the  mail  establishment  in  other  European  eotm- 
trios,  a?  might  conduce  to  th5  improvement  ol  oar 
own  system. 

Mr.  Plitt  left  the  United  States  on  this  spfetil 
service  in  June,  1839,  and  returned  in  August  lest. 
The  results  of  his  inquiries  are  con'atned  in  there- 
port  prepared  by  him,  which  i  >  herewith  submitted, 
It  contains  extensive  details  tending  to  *ho«r  tbe 
condition  and  management  of  the  mail  esablfca- 
menl  in  several  of  the  most  important  coaatriei 
in  Europe,  and  many  interesting  facs  and  valsa- 
ble  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  thesyitem 
in  the  United-  States.  Many  of  the  reforms  and 
improvements  recommeded  are  deservingofoonside- 
raien.  It  will  be  seen  that  he  recommends  an 
entire  change  in  our  tariff  of  postage,  and  to  have 
all  mail  matter  taxed  by  weight;  letters  not  weighing 
over  half  an  ounce  to  he  rated  at  five  cents  for  any 
distance  less  than  500  miles,  and*  ten  cents  over 
that  distance ;  and  the  same  rates  for  every  addition- 
al half  ounce  when  prepaid,  and  double  those  rales 
when  not  prepaid.  As  such  a  change  would  give 
great  relief,  not  only  to  the  commercial  interest,  bat 
to  the  whole  community,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
neither  the  present  condition  nor  future  prc*ptcft« 
the  establishment  seem  to  justify  so  great  a  redac- 
tion in  the  postage  tax* 

It  is  apparent  that  no  essentia)  change  in  ** 
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rates  of  postage  should  be  made  without  great  con- 
sideration. The  post  office  establishment  is  differ- 
ent from  any  other  branch  of  the  public  service.  It 
is  a  fundamental  principle  in  its  organization,  that 
it  is  to  be  sustained  by  its  own  revenues.  This 
principle  not  only  avoids  any  charge  upon  the  Trea- 
sury, bat  serves  to  limit  and  regulate  the  action  of 
the  Department.  Should  its  expenses,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  be  thrown  upon  the  Treasury,  even  for  a 
single  year,  it  might  be  difficult  to  return  to  the 
present  principle ;  and  such  are  the  tempta- 
tions to  enlarge  the  circle  of  its  action,  that  it  would 
not  be  easy  to  prescribe  any  reasonable  limit  to  it. 
And  such  a  change  in  the  principle  of  the  Depart- 
ment, embracing,  as  it  does,  such  a  vast  extent  of 
private  interests,  both  in  number  and  amount, 
would  open  a  door  to  extensive  abuses,  wasteful  to 
the  public  revenue,  extending  its  patronage,  and  at 
the  same  time  removing  the  checks  upon  it  which 
now  exist.  Without  enlarging  upon  this  point,  it  is 
believed  that  no  one  will  be  disposed,  either  partial- 
ly or  temporarily,  to  throw  the  Department  for  its 
support  on  the  National  Treasury. 

Any  sudden  and  material  reduction  of  its  reve- 
nue, therefoie,  would  render  it  necessary  to  make 
a  corresponding  curtailment  of  the  mail  service, 
which  all  must  see  would  be  attended  with  the 
most  serious  inconvenience  to  the  whole  commu- 
nity. And  as  the  present  revenue,  with  the  rea- 
sonable increase  that  may  be  anticipated,  is  barely 
sufficient  to  support  the  Department  with  the  ex- 
isting service,  and  such  necessary  improvements 
and  extensions  a*  will  be  required,  it  is  evident 
that  there  can  be  no  reduction  of  its  aggregale're- 


The  question  therefore  of  the  reduction  of  its  re- 
venues is  excluded,  from  consideration;  and  the 
only  matter  fon^wiiry  is,  whether  the  same 
amount  of  revenmr^an  be  collected  with  the  pro- 
posed or  any  other  reduced  rates  of  postages?  There 
may  be  cases  in  every  branch  of  indirect  taxation, 
in  which  the  reduction  of  the  tax  will  increase  the 
amount  of  revenue.  Bat  this  result  can  only  be  re- 
alized, when  the  duty  is  so  exorbitantly  high  as  to 
either  occasion  gross  evasions  of  the  law,  or  to 
check  the  business  on  which  the  tax  falls.  And 
although  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  postage  would 
increase  correspondence,  ih<?re  is,  in  my  judgment, 
no  reason  to  believe  that  the  addition  of  revenue 
from  that  source  would  cqu  1  the  loss  from  the  re- 
duction of  th?  rates.  Tie  e  peri  merit  now  making 
in  England,  appears  to  afford  little  support  to  a 
contrary  opinion,  for,  if  unofficial  information  can 
be  relied  upon,  the  revenue  there  has  fallen  off 
more  than  50  per  cent,  or  about  840,000  pounds 
sterling,  on  a  revenue  of  less  than  2,000,000. 

Shall  we  then  be  forced  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  present  high  rates  of  Utter  postage  are  to  be 
permanently  maintained? 

This  would  seem  to  be  the  case,  unless 
there  be  a  change  in  the  system,  by  which 
the  expense  of  the  transportation  may  be  re- 
duced, the  correspondence  increased,  and  the 
postage  on  newspapers  and  printed  matter  be 
equalized  and  raised.  All  these  otyects  are  prac- 
ticable, and  their  united  influence  would  probably 
admit  of  a  greater  reduction  in  the  rates  of  letter 
postage,  than  is  proposed  in  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  . 

Such  a  reform  in  the  system,  in  my  judgment,  is 
demanded  by  views  of  public  policy,  and  the  higher 
considerations  of  private  justice.  The  institutions 
of  this  country  are  based  on  the  principlts  of  jus- 
tice and  equal  rights,  and  any  legislation,  and  more 
especially  any  system  of  taxation,  wnich  is  a  mani- 
fest violation  of  those  principles,  can  only  be  su<- 
uUned  by  the  forbearance  of  public  opinion,  in 
subjecting  it  to  that  test  by  which  all  public  mea- 
sures must  stand  or  fall. 

A  slight  examination  of  our  tariff  of  postage,  in 
comparison  with  the  expense  of  the  mail  establish- 
ment, is  sufficient  to  show  its  manifest  injustice. 

The  quarterly  returns  of  postmasters  famish  no 
data  for  determining  the  relative  proportions  of  the 
different  kinds  *f  matter  conveyed  in  the  mail. 
During  one  week  in  the  month  of  June,  1839,  an 
account  was  taken  of  the  number  and  weight  of 
the  letters,  and  the  weight  of  the  newspapers  and 
other  printed  matter  received  to  becoareyed|in  the 
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mail,  at  the  offices  in  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  Washington  City,  and  Richmond.  The 
tabular  statement  containing  these  facts  is  herewith 
submitted.  There  were  some  omissions,  and,  no 
doubt,  some  inaccuracies  in  the  process,  but  the  re- 
sults are  sufficiently  correct  for  the  present  pur- 
pose. 

The  whole  weight  was  55,241  pounds;  of  which 
44,468  pounds  consisted  of  newspapers;  8,837  of 
periodicals  and  pamphlets;  more  than  five-eighihs 
of  which  being  public  documents  or  other  free 
packets,  deposited  in  the  office  at  Washington 
city;  and  the  letters,  both  taxable  and  free,  amounted 
to  only  1,922  pounds,  being  something  less  than 
fonr  per  cent.  The  proportion  of  printed  matter 
received  at  these  offices,  and  especially  during  ths 
session  of  Congress,  may  have  been  something 
greater  than  that  of  the  whole  mails  in  the  United 
States. 

It  will  net  be  far  from  the  truth,  to  estimate  the 
printed  matter  as  constituting  ninety-five  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  mails,  whilst  it  pays  bnt  about  twelve 
percent,  of  the  whole  gross  revenue,  and  bnt  about 
eight  percent  of  the  nett  revenue,  the  commis- 
sions \on  the  postage  from  newspapers  and  pam- 
phlets being  more  than  on  that  from  letters. 

In  the  transportation,  constituting  the  principal 
exdenditure  of  the  establishment,  there  are  three 
main  elements  of  price: 

1.  The  bulk  and  weight  of  the  mail. 

2.  The  expedition  with  which  it  is  conveyed. 

3.  The  mede  of  conveyance  when  not  controlled 
by  the  bulk  and  weight  q(  the  mail,  but  in  refer- 
ence to  accommodating  the  public  travel. 

As  the  expense  of  expedition  depends  mainly  on 
the  weight  of  the  mail,  these  two  elements  of  price 
are,  essentially,  resolved  into  onr;  so  that  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation  depends  on  the  bulk  and 
weight  of  the  mail,  and  the  mode  of  conveyance, 
where  it  has  reference  to  the  public  travel,  and  is  of 
a  higher  and  more  expensive  grade  than  the  mail 
service  would  require. 

The  services  of  postmasters  depend  on  the  amount 
of  mail  matter;  the  number  ef  packets  which  are  re- 
ceived, distributed,  or  delivered,  at  their  respective 
offices.  But  the  letters,  being  made  up  into  mails, 
require  some  more  labor  than  the  newspaper  and 
other  packages  not  sent  in  that  form. 

From  this  analysis,  it  is  apparent  that  nearly  the 
whole  expenditure  of  the  mail  establishment  is 
thrown  upon  correspondence;  it  pays  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  the  free  matter,  the  greater  portion  of  that 
of  newspapers,  periodicals  and  pamplets,  and  the 
entire  additional  expense  incurred  for  accommo- 
dating the  public  travel. 

With  all  these  burdens,  not  properly  belonging 
to  it,  thrown  upon  correspondence,  the  nigh  rate  of 
postage  on  letters  cannot  be  surprising;  nor  can  it 
be  reduced,  and  keep  up  the  present  extent  of  the 
mail  service,  with  th 3  improvements  and  additions 
which  will  be  required,  without  some  portion  of 
those  burdens  are  removed  by  a  change  in  the  sys- 
tem. 

Nothing  can  be  more  apparent  than  the  pal- 
pable injustice  of  our  present  system  of  postage 
tariff. 

The  objections  against  a  high  protective  tariff  on 
importations  apply  with  still  more  force  lo  our  ta- 
riff of  postages,  both  in  respect  to  principle  and 
the  degree  of  injustice.  In  the  former,  the  whole 
community  are  indirectly  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  a 
particular  clasy,  and  the  whole  interests  of  the  coun- 
try are  burdened  to  relieve  a  particular  interest,  but 
the  tax  being  indirect,  those  on  whom  it  falls  may, 
in  some  way,  derive  an  incidental  advantage  from 
if.  This,  at  least,  is  contended  by  its  advocates. 
The  postage  tariff  is  a  direct  tax  00  one  man  for 
the  benefit  of  another— a  direct  burden  on  one  class 
for  the  relief  of  another  class. 

What  principle*  of  justice  or  public  policy  can 
sustain  a  law  which  taxes  a  correspon  lent  in  New 
York,  who  has  occasion  to  send  a  letter  by  mail  to 
New  Orleans,  two  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  more 
than  the  service  is  woitb,  or  costs,  to  enable  a  sub- 
scriber in  New  York  to  a  newspaper  in  New  Or- 
leans to  have  it  conveyed  to  him  by  mail,  eighty- 
eight  per  cent  less  than  the  actual  cost  of  the  ser- 
vice?   And  what  adds  to  this  injustice  is^the  fac 


that  the  mail  establishment  is  a  Government  mono 
poly,  which,  by  prohibiting  private  posts,  empels 
the  correspondent  to  send  his  letter  by  the  publio 
conveyance. 

Our  system  of  postage  tariff  was  derived  from 
England,  where  postage  was  a  tax  for  revenue 
analogous  to  the  stamp  tax,  as,  like  that,  it  was  a 
tax  on  business.  Here,  it  is  not  a  tax;  bnt  in  the 
nature  of  freight,  or  a  charge  for  the  service  per- 
formed. The  injustice,  therefore,  is  much  greater 
where  the  postage  is  levied,  not  for  revenue,  bnt  for 
defraying  the  expense  of  the  mail  service. 

The  low  rates  of  postage  on  newspapers  and 
other  printed  matter,  originated  in  considerations  of 
public  policy,  and  were  designed  to  promote  the 
general  dissemination  of  intelligence  among  the 
people.  Bat  the  reasons  fer  this  policy,  if  admit- 
ted ever  to  have  been  just,  have  in  a  great  measure 
ceased  to  exist.  When  the  mail  establishment  was 
first  organized,  printing  was  confined  to  the  large 
cities,  and  there  were  few  other  channels  for  con- 
veying newspapers  but  the  mails.  Now  there  are 
printing  establishments  in  almost  every  village; 
and  railroads,^ learn  boats,  and  other  lines  of  com- 
munication, afford  cheap  and  convenient  channels 
for  conveying  newspapers  and  others  publications, 
the  greater  portion  of  which  are  distributed  among 
tbepeople  without  the  agency  of  the  mail. 

With  the  view  to  remove  many  of  the  growing 
evils  of  the  mail  establishment,  and  secure  the  re- 
duction of  letter  postage,  I  respectfully  propose  a 
change  in  the  system,  on  the  following  bases: 

1.  The  entire  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege, 
as  an  exclusive  personal  right,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Executive  and  the  beads  of  departments. 

2.  A  limitation  by  law  of  the  maximum  rate  of 
compensation  for  all  steamboat,  railroad,  and  coach 
service. 

3.  The  equalization  of  postage  on  newspapers 
and  other  printed  matter,  with  an  advance  of  one 
hundred  per  cent. 

4.  A  revision  ef  the  tariff  of  letter  postage,  with 
a  reduction  of  twenty-five  per  cent. 

The  effect  of  the  first  of  these  changes  would  be 
to  greatly  diminish  the  bulk  and  weight  of  the 
mails,  and  to  increase  the  pestage.  Probably  two- 
thirds  of  the  mail  matter  now  going  free  would  be 
excluded,  and  what  remained  wonld  be  charged 
with  postage;  and  the  two  cents  paid  for  the  deli- 
very of  free  packets  would  be  saved. 

The  newspapers  received  by  printers  in  exchange 
might  be  exempted  from  postage,  with  a  limitation 
by  law  of  the  number.  Letters  addressed  to  a 
postmaster  exclusively  on  the  business  of  his  office, 
it  might  be  reasonable  lo  except  from  the  postage 
tax;  and  also  all  letters  written  by  postmasters  ex- 
clusively on  official  business,  provided  they  are  un- 
sealed, (except  when  addressed  to  another  postmas- 
ter or  agent  of  the  Department,)  so  that  the  office 
of  delivery  may  be  enabled  to  decide  whether  the 
letter  is  legally  and  properly  entitled  to  go  free. 
The  postage  on  letters  received  by  members  of 
Congress  might  be  paid  from  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  two  Houses,  and  on  those  sent  by  them  during 
the  session,  limited  to  a  certain  number  daily;  or 
such  limited  number  per  day,  sufficient  for  their  of- 
ficial correspondence,  might  be  permitted  to  go  free 
of  postage;  and  public  docu  men  ts,printed  by  the  order 
of  either  House  of  Congress,  to  possess  the  privi- 
lege they  now  do,  when  sent  by  a  member  with  his 
certificate  that  they  were  public  documents. 

Such  a  modification  of  their  privilege  would  re- 
lieve members  of  Congress  from  much  correspond- 
ence very  burde  isome  to  them,  and,  in  general,  of 
very  little  public  utility.  It  would  tend  to  arrest 
the  concentration  at  the  seat  of  Government  of 
those  influences  whicb,  for  some  time  past,  appear 
to  have  directed  and  controlled  the  politics  of  the 
country,  and  to  add  to  that  stimulus  which  aggravates 
political  excitements.  Toe  unlimited  extent  of  the, 
franking  priviege  is  among  the  causes  which  have 
produced  the  centralization  of  political  influence, 
by  enabling  it  to  exert  its  power,  with  a  view  to 
a  definite  purpose,  over  the  country. 

The  effect  of  the  second  change  would  be  to  re- 
duce the  expense  of  transportation,  and  on  many 
routes  to  substitute  a  lower  and  cheaper  grade  of 
service,  as  wagon,  sulkey,  or  horse,  in  the  placi  of 
stage  or  coach  service, 
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The  effect  of  equalizing  and  raising  the  postage 
on  newspapers  and  other  printed  matter,  would  be 
te  diminish  (he  bulk  and  weight  of  the  mails,  and 
increase  that  branch  of  the  revenue  about  one  hun- 
dred per  cent. 

The  revision  of  the  tariff  of  letter  postage  on 
the  basis  of  a  reduction  of  twenty-five  per  cent, 
would  increase  correspondence,  yet  add  little  to  the 
bulk  or  weight  of  the  mails,  and  ihe  postage  on  the 
additional  letters  conveyed  would  supply,  in  part, 
the  loss  to  the  re  venae  from  the  reduction  on  the 
rites. 

The  effect  of  the  whole  would  be  to  lighten  the 
malls,  and  render  their  bulk  and  weight  more  uni- 
form; to  cheapen  the  transportation,  and  secure 
more  regularity  in  the  service;  and,  by  reducing 
the  tax  on  correspondence,  relieve  the  commercial 
interest,  and  benefit  the  whole  community. 

The  tariff  of  postage  on  newspaper*,  periodi- 
cals, aad  pamphlets,  is  almost  as  unequal  and  un- 
just as  the  comparative  rates  of  postage  upon  let- 
ten  and  printed  matter.  This  inequality  and  in- 
justice have  arisen  from  the  great  changes  which 
have  taken  place  in  the  manufacture  of  paper, 
whereby  the  former  distinctions  as  to  dimensions 
have  been  lost,  and  a  corresponding  change  in  the 
forms  of  publications  introduced. 

All  newspapers  now  pay  the  fame  postage,  al- 
though some  are  ten  times  the  dimensions  and 
Weight  of  others.  Thi«  is  not  only  unjust  to  those 
who  pay  the  tax,  but  equally  so  to  the  publishers. 
It  gives  an  undue  advantage  to  the  large  establish- 
ments in  the  commercial  cities  over  the  penny  pa- 
pers in  the  same  places,  and  the  country  newspa- 
pers, which  are  more  removed  from  sinister  influ- 
ences, and,  in  general,  are  the  most  independent 
channels  of  sound  public  opinion.  There  seems 
no  good_reason  for  the  difference  in  postage  be- 
tween periodical  and  non-periodical  pamphlets,  and 
the  distinction,  in  fact,  is  often  difficult  to  determine. 
By  the  present  law,  all  printed  matter,  except  news- 
papers, is  taxed  by  the  sheet;  and,  from  the  change 
in  the  forms  of  publication^,  the  postage  is  not  and 
cannot  be  collected  with  any  uniformity,  from  the 
difficulty  experienced  by  postmasters  in  classing 
the  various  publications.  Sixteen  pages  of  octavo 
constitute  a  sheet,  and  twenty-four  a  duodecimo, 
although  it  is  often  nearly  impracticable  to  distin- 
guish between  them. 

To  remove  all  thrse  difficulties,  and  establish  a 
uniform  rate  of  postage  on  printed  matter,  the  best 
rule  would  be  to  tax  it  by  weight.  But  if  there  should 
be  objections  to  so  great  a  change,  newspapers 
could  be  divided  into  three  classes,  according  to 
their  dimensions,  on  th*  plan  recommended  by  the 
late  Postmaster  General  in  his  annual  report  in 
1836.  To  tax  other  printed  matter  by  weight,  it  is 
believed,  there  can  be  no  objection.  Whether  the 
other  more  important  reforms  which  have  been  re- 
commended be  effected  or  not,  the  tariff  of  post- 
age on  newspapers  and  printed  matter  urgently  de- 
mands a  radical  revision.  The  advance  on  the 
postage  of  newspapers  and  other  printed  matter, 
although  regarded  as  eminently  just,  is  not  deemed 
indispensable  to  the  object  in  view;  as  a  revision 
and  equalization  of  the  tariff,  taking  a  common 
sized  newspaper  of  about  550  square  inches  as  the 
basis,  would  make  a  large  addition  to  this  branch 
of  the  revenue  of  the  Department. 

The  tariff  of  letter  postage  proposed  in  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives  would  occa- 
sion a  reduction  in  that  branch  of  the  revenue, 
without  reference  to  the  increase  of  letters,  of  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  per  cent.  This  reduction, 
therefore,  would  amount  to  about  $900,000.  The 
increase  of  revenue,  from  the  modification  and  re- 
striction of  the  franking  privilege,  may  be  estima- 
ted [at  $250,000;  and  that  from  an  increase  of 
correspondence  at  an  equal  sum.  The  saving  in 
the  transportation  cannot  well  be  estimated;  but.  it 
would  no  doubt  amount  to  several  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  increase  of  gross  revenue  from 
postages  on  newspapers  and  other  printed  matter, 
with  the  advance  on  the  postage  as  proposed, 
would  probably  amount  to  $500,000.  Without  the 
advance,  the  revision  and  equalization  might  be 
estimated  to  produce  half  that  sum. 

These  changes  in  the  establishment  could  there- 
fore be  made  not  only  with  safety  to  its  finances,  | 


but  they  could  hardly  fail   of   placing  them  in  a 
more  flourishing  condition. 

The  full  benefit  of  these  improvements  could 
not  be  realized  under  four  years;  that  period  being 
requisite  to  enable  all  the  contracts  to  be  made 
with  reference  to  them. 

It  may  be  deemed  an  inauspicious  time,  when 
the  finances  of  the  Department  are  low,  to  revise 
the  tariff  of  postages  on  the  baMS  of  a  reduction. 
It  is  believed,  however,  thai  it  can  be  mott  safely 
and  judiciously  done  at  such  a  period.  If  attempt- 
ed when  the  revenue  is  rapidly  increasing,  the  new 
tariff  would  unavoidably  be  in  some  degree  based, 
on  a  state  of  revenue  which  would  be  found  to  be 
only  temporary.  But  from  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  finances,  it  would  be  necessary  to  post- 
pone the  reduced  tariff  of  letter  postage  until  the 
1st  of  July,  1842.  And  by  the  other  changes  tak- 
ing effect  immediately,  less  retrenchments  would 
be  required,  and  the  finances  of  the  Department 
placed  in  a  prosperous  condition  at  the  period  the 
new  tariff  was  to  go  into  operation. 

These  changes  in  the  system,  when  their  benefits 
shall  have  been  fully  realized,  with  such  improve- 
ments as  will  naturally  suggest  themselves,  it  is 
confidently  believed,  will  admit  of  a  still  further  re- 
duction of  the  rales  of  letter  postage,  and  ulti- 
mately bring  them  down  fifty  per  cent.  • 

The  great  inconvenience  in  the  transaction  of  its 
business  to  which,  for  several  years,  this  Depart- 
ment has  been  subjected,  for  the  want  of  a  public 
building  adapted  to  its  uses,  and  the  constant  ex- 
posure of  its  books  and  paper<,  will  soon  be  re- 
moved by  the  completion  of  the  building  now  erect- 
ing for  it.  I  have  adopted  such  measures  as  were 
within  my  control  to  protect  the  present  building 
and  public  property  from  fire.  The  building  now 
erecting  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  if  the  con- 
tractors do  not  obtain  from  Congress  a  further  ex- 
tension of  the  time  for  the  performance  of  their  coo- 
tracts,  will  be  fit  for  occupation  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  autumn. 

Ytry  respectfully,  your  obedient  seryant, 

JOHN  M.  NILES. 


PERMANENT  PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 

DEBATE  IN  THE  SENATE. 
Monday,  Jam oary  4,  1841. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the 
public  land >;  who?hall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the 
same,  and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  spe- 
cial order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up, 

Mr.  CLAY  pf  Alabama  said  a  brief  explanation 
of  th?  principles  and  enactments  of  this  bill  might, 
perhaps,  be  proper  from  him,  as  he  had  reported  it 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands;  but,  in 
this  era  of  good  feeling  towards  "log  cabins"  and 
the  tenants  of  "log  cabins,"  which  had  recently 
been  manifested  all  over  the  country,  he  presumed 
a  very  brief  statement  would  be  sufficient.  They 
lived,  he  said,  in  what  might  emphatically  be  called 
the  era  of  good  feeling  towards  those  rude  places 
of  habitation,  and  their  humble  occupants;  for, 
during  some  months  past,  they  had  been  the  espe- 
cial and  constant  theme  of  high  praise  and  eloquent 
encomium,  not  only  in  the  region  where  they  were 
almost  exclusively  to  be  fouod,  but  even  in  our 
cities,  and  in  more  refined  parts  a(  the  country. 
Nor,  (said  Mr.  Clay,)  was  this  confined  merely  to 
political  discussions — it  bad  been  made  to  enter 
into  every  thing  else — even  the  jewellery  worn' by 
many  of  our  most  fashionable  ladies,  and  the  orna- 
ments which  decorated  their  periods,  bore  the  im- 
press of  the  "log  cabin"  of  the  wilderness. 

He  (Mr.  Clay)  congratulated  the  great  West, 
and  more  especially  the  tenants  of  the  "log  cabins," 
and  all  others,  wherever  they  mi^ht  be  situated, 
who  stood  in  need,  and  were  desirous  to  peases*  a 
freehold,  on  the  favorable  auspices  under  which 
this  important  bill  bad  been  introduced.  Looking 
to  all  these  favorable  indications,  and  thus  sus- 
tained by  public  sentiment  throughout  our  country, 
he  would  net  permit  himself  to  doubt  the  success 
of  the  measure;  and  he  hoped  there  would  not  be 
found  one  solitary  opponent  of  the  bill,  to  interrupt 
the  apparent  unanimity. 

He  said  he  might  here   allude    to   the  very 


different  state  of  feeling  and  sentiment  which  had 
heretofore  prevailed  upon  the  subject  under  coasi- 
deration.    On  all  former  occasions  there  had  been 
strong,  decided,  and  he  might  almost  say  vio'eat 
opposition  to  every  measure  intended  to  protect 
the  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  and  favor  their  in- 
terest.   Even  during  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
Senators  would  recollect   what  strong  opposition 
was  encountered  by  the  pre-emption  bill  then  in 
progress,  and  which  ultimately  passed  both  Houses, 
and  received  ihe  President1*  approval  en  the  1st 
of  June,  1840.    It  would  be  recollected  that  that 
measure  passed  both  Houses,  almost  by  a  strict 
party  vote — the  friends  of  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate supporting  it  with  great  unanimity,  as  one 
of  the  favorite  measures  of  bis  Democratic  admi- 
nistration, whilst  those  opposed  to  him  resisted  the 
passage  of  the  bill  with  at  least  equal  unanimity. 
He  was  rejoiced  at  the  apparent  change  which 
had  since  occurred.    Shortly  after  the  strenuous 
opposition  which  the  bill  alluded  to  had  encoun- 
tered in  both  Houses,  almost  entirely  from  those 
opposed    to     the     Administration,    those    tame 
gentlemen  (the  Whigs)  had  become  the  most  ar- 
dent in  their  professions  of  attachment  to  "log  ca- 
bins" and  their  occupants.    He  repeated  his  con- 
gratulations to  the  meritorious  class  of- citizens 
whose  interests  were  so  deeply  involved  in  this 
measure,  that,  from  the  manifestations  of  the  six 
months  which  preceded  the  late  Presidential  elec- 
tion, the  Whig  party  had  now  become  their  most 
zealous  friends  and  that  henceforward  there  weald 
be  a  generous  rivalry  between  the  two  great  politi- 
cal parties  which  divided  the  country,  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  privilege  of  jpre-emptioo,  the  reduction 
and  graduation  of  the  price  of  public  land,  sod 
every  ether  measure  of  liberality  to  the  new  States, 
and  the  humble  cultivators  of  thesoil. 


He  said  he  might  here  taHp>ceasion  to  re- 
mark that  he  was  no  new  convertto  the  policy  pro- 
posed by  this  bill.  It  was  one  which  he  had  la- 
bored to  advance,  at  least  with  earnest  zeal  and 
persevering  assiduity,  for  the  last  twelve  years,  in 
one  branch  of  Congress  or  the  other,  except  for  a 
brief  interval  of  absence;  and  even  then  he  was  not 
wholly  inactive.  It  had  long  been  a  favorite  policy 
with  him,  through  the  medium  of  pre-emption 
laws,  and  other  kindred  measures,  if  possible,  to 
make  every  freeman  a  freeholder.  In  favor  of 
such  a  policy  be  had  often  before  raised  nil 
voice,  and  expressed  his  strong  convictions.  Bat 
heretofore  he  had  been  the  representative  of  a 
people  who  were  immediately  interested  in  the 
passage  of  bills  of  this  description.  When  he  first 
took  his  seat  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  a 
considerable  district  of  country,  Which  had  been 
settled  for  some  years,  was  ready  to  be  brought 
into  market;  and  since  that  period,  other  large  por- 
tions of  the  S'ate  of  Alabama  had  been  acquired 
by  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  almost  simul- 
taneously covered  with  a  hardy  and  industrious 
population.  Hence,  always  heretofore,  his  cob* 
stituents  were  to  be  bene  filed  by  the  passage  of  . 
pre-emption  laws,  and  the  support  he  had  given 
them  might,  perhaps,  have  rendered  him  liable  to 
the  imputation  of  interested  motives — as,  although 
he  was  not  personally  interested,  and  never  ob- 
tained a  pre-emption  in  his  life,  he  might  have 
been  supposed  to  pursue  the  course  he  did  to  in- 
gratiate himself  with  his  constituents*  But  now 
he  had  the  good  fortune  to  occupy  a  very  different 
position.  Every  acre  of  land  in  Alabama,  not 
owned  by  individuals,  had  become  the  property  of 
the  Government;  there  was  no  portion  of  tht  ter- 
ritory within  that  State  subject  to  the  claim  of  any 
Indian  tribe.  The  Indian  title  to  the  last  remnant 
of  their  territory  had  been  extinguished 'seieral^ 
years  ago;  and  be  believed  there  was  none  that 
had  not  been  surveyed  for  the  last  twelve  or  eigh- 
teen months.  It  had  been  settled  still  longer,  and, 
consequently,  was  subject  to  be  claimed  under  the 
pre-emption  laws  of  183$  and  1840.  Hence,  so  far 
as  regarded  pre-emption*,  all  his  constituents  were 
provided  for,  and  he  was  now  as  disinterested  as 
any  other  Senator  in  that  chamber.  Alabama  had 
no  special  interest  in  the  bill,  except  as  it  embraced 
lands  subject  to  private  entry,  commonly  called  re- 
fuse lands.  But  he  was  glad  to  hare  this  opportu- 
nity to  give  disinterested  evidence,  as  he  should  by 
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his  vole  on  this  occasion,  of  his  approbation  of  the 
principle  and  policy  of  the  measure.  He  was  sa- 
-tisfrd  it  was  the  true  policy.  He  had  hith*rto 
maintained,  and  he  now  maintained  with  eqnal 
earnestness,  that  Government  ought  to  extend  fa- 
vor to  those  who  will  settle  and  improve  the  public 
lands.  He  would  go  further,  and  say,  if  the  pub- 
lic lands  were  sold  under  our  preemption  laws  for 
lass  money  than  when  sold  at  auction,  even  for 
half  price,  it  would  be  the  policy  of  this,  as  it  bad 
hetn  of  every  other  Government,  lo  confer  pecu- 
liar privileges  on  those  who  settle  and  improve 
Ihero;  for  thereby  the  wide-rpread  domain  of  the 
United  States  was  rendered  productive,  and  the 
resonraes  of  the  country  enlarged  atfd  improved. 

He  (Mr.  C.)  contended  that  it  was  not  wild  and  un- 
cultivated land,  however  extensive,  that  constituted 
(he  wealth  or  strength  of  a  coun'ry.  He  contrast- 
ed the  present  condition  of  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi— the  great  West— with  a  dense,  nu- 
merous, and  enlightened  population,  in  a  high 
state  of  improvement  and  cultivation,  yield- 
ing annually  the  most  abundant  supplies  of 
every  thing  necessary  to  the  subsistence,  com- 
fort, and  enjoyment,  of  civilized  man — with  what  it 
would  have  been,  had  it  remained  a  wilderness 
Ml  the  present  day.  He  asked,  how  different  it  was 
now,  either  in  famishing  resources  for  the  support 
of  Government,  or  the  men  and  means  fc  r  the  na- 
tional defence,  compared  with  what  it  would  have 
been,  if  it  bail  remained  unsettled,  unimproved, 
and  uncultivated?  Was  it  not  obvious,  that  it 
would  have  been  better  to  have  given  away  all  that 
portion  of  the  public  domain  to  have  brousht 
about  the  present  prosperous  condition  of  things, 
than  Co  have  retained  ir  till  now,  if  ten  or  twenty 
times  the  Government  price  could  be  realized  from 
its  sale?  He  tta^ht  these  views  could  not  be  well 
controverted;  asWf  true  in  regard  to  the  settled 
part  of  the  country,  was  it  not  equally  so  as  re- 
garded the  portion  of  the  public  domain  which  still 
remained  unoccupied?  If  we  bad  derived  all  the 
advantages,  at  which  he  bad  hastily  glanced,  from 
the  occupancy  and  cultivation  of  one  portion,  it 
was  fair  to  presume,  that  we  should  derive  corre- 
sponding benefits  from  the  improvement  and  culti- 
vation of  another. 

Bat,  (said  Mr.  Clay)  in  point  of  fact,  there  is  no 
sacrifice  of  pecuniary  inteie^t  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  even  at  the  time  of  sale,  on  the 
plan  proposed  by  this  bill — at  least  none  worthy 
of  consideration.  He  said  it  wonld  only  be 
necessary  for  gentlemen  to  turn  their  attention 
to  a  report  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Ge- 
neral Land  Office,  on  the  8ih  of  January,  1838, 
with  the  accompanying  table,  and  to  a  similar 
statement  made  by  him  on  the  16;h  of  January 
last,  to  satisfy  them  of  the  correctness  of  this  posi* 
tion.  The  cash  system  commenced  on  the  1st  of 
July,  1820;  the  report  first  alluded  to,  showed  the 
average  prices  from  that  time  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1837;  and  the  last  gave  the  average  prices 
from  the  22  J  June,  1838,  (when  the  pre-emption 
law  of  that  year  was  approved,)  up  to  its  date,  in 
January  last— embracing  a  period  of  about  nine- 
teen years.  The  cash  system  had  been  in  opera- 
tion abcut  ten  years  before  the  passage  of  the  first 
general  pre-emption  law— which  was  on  the  29ih  of 
May,  1830.  Let  gentlemen  examine  the  average 
prices  before  the  .passage  of  that  act,  and  compare 
theni  with  the  average  prices  since  received,  and 
they  will  be  satisfied  1  am  correct  in  saying  the  pre* 
emption  laws  result  in  no  material  loss  to  the  Go- 
vernment. Mr.  Clay  then  read  Irom  the  report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
showing  the  average  prices  paid  for  public  lands,  in 
each  year,  since  the  commencement  of  cash  sales, 
as  fwHowt: 
The  average  price  paid  jn  1820  was  $1  40  per  acre. 

Dol  1821  1  50    do. 

Do.  1822  1  28    do. 

Do.  1H23  1  30    do. 

Do.  1824  1  27    do. 

Do.  1625  1  35    do. 

Do.  182$  1  33    do. 

Do.  .       1827  1  42    do. 

Do.  182*  1  26    do. 

Do.  1829  1  26    do. 

Dj.  1830  1  26    do. 


Now,  (said  Mr.  Clay,)  up  to  the  29ih  of  May, 
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1830,  tfier e  was  no  general  pre-emption  taw.  For  I 
the  two  >ears  precding  (1828  and  1829;  the  ave- 
rage price  in  each  was  but  (1  26  per  acre,  and  it 
continued  the  same  during  the  year  1830,  in  only 
the  last  half  of  which  did  that  law  operate.  Here 
was  an  excess,  in  two  consecutive  years,  before 
the  passage  of  the  act,  of  only  one  cent  per  acre, 
above  the  minimum  price;  and  in  the  following 
year,  during  half  of  which  the  first  pre-emption 
law  was  in  operation,  the  *  price  remained  the 
same. 

Now,  f>aid  Mr.  Clat,)  what  has  been  the  re- 
sult under  the  pre-emption  polic>?  The  official  re- 
port will  answer  the  question.  For  the  year  183 1, 
(during  the  first  half  of  which  the  first  pre-emption 
law  continued  to  operate,)  the  average  price  wa» 
(I  28  per  acre — two  cents  higher  than  it  had  been 
cither  of  the  three  preceding  years.  In  1832,  when 
no  pre-emption  law  was  in  force,  the  average  price 
was  but  (1  27  per  acre.  In  1833,  the  average 
price  was  $1  29  per  acre.  In  1834,  when  anew 
pre-emption  law  was  passed,  to  continue  in  fotce 
two  years,  the  average  price  was  $131  per  acre; 
and  in  1835,  (throughout  which  the  same  law  was 
in  force)  the  average  price,  was  $1  27  per  acre. 
In  1836,  during  the  last  half  of  which  there  was  do 
pre-emption  law,  the  average  price  was  but  J I  25 
per  acre;  and  again  in  1837,  (still  no  pre-emption 
law,)  the  average  price  was  but  $1  28  per  acre. 

It  also  appeared  (^aid  Mr.  C.)  from  the  state- 
ment of  the  Commissioner,  made  in  January  List, 
exhibiting  the  result  of  sales  from  the  22d  of  June, 
1838,  (when  another  pre-emption  Uw  passed,)  up 
to  the  then  latest  returns,  that  the  average  price 
received  for  nca/ly  seven  millions  of  acres,  was 
but  #1  26  18  100  per  acre;  and  on  the  part  sold  at 
auct.on,  exclusively,  only  jl  2J  3d-100  per  acre. 

Now  (said  Mr.  Clay)  is  it  not  apparent  that  the 
prices  received  for  the  ten  years  before  the  com- 
mencement ef  the  pre -eruption  system,  and  those 
received  for  the  nine  yrars  since,  during  a  Ion? 
portion  of  which  pre-emption  laws  have  been  in 
operation,  are  not  materially  different,  if  at  all?  Do 
not  these  official  statements  establish  that  we  re- 
ceive as  much  money  from  the  actual  .«ettlcr  ani 
cultivator  as  we  would  receive  from  the  specula- 
tor or  iandmonget?  And  h  not  the  q-ics-.ion  dis- 
tinctly presented,  whether  w*  will  sell  the  publ  c 
domain,  in  small  quantities,  to  men  of  small  ca- 
pital, who  will  immediately  occupy,  improve,  and 
render  it  productive,  or  whether  it  i.-  our  better  po- 
licy to  sell  at  auction  to  bands  of  ;  peculators  and 
capitalist?,  in  large  quantities,  to  lie  i«i'«;  and  un- 
profitable till  they  can  extort  the  cksirc.l  profit 
from  those  whose  necessities  compel  them  to  have 
it?  Ye*-,  sir;  this  is  ths  question  for  <ur  grave 
consideration.  And  ctn  an  American  Congress 
hesitate  as  to  the  answer  we  shall  give  it  by  our  le- 
gislation? He  hoped  the  period  when  there  could 
be  any  doubt  upon  this  question  had  gone  by, 
and  that  now  a  favorable  response  would  coma 
from  all  quarters. 

He  said  he  had  omitted  to  mention  one  fact  con- 
nected, with  the  sales  of  the  public  Ian ',  which 
was  worthy  of  consideration — that  was  the  greater 
expense  incurred  by  the  Government,  iu  »alesat 
auction,  than  in  those  under  the  preemption  laws, 
or  by  private  entry.  In  the  latter,  the  Government 
wa«  at  no  expense  whatever,  beyond  the  regular 
and  established  salary  and  commissions  of  the 
registers  and  receivers;  while  the  sale*  at  auction 
involved  additional  expenses,  in  the  employment 
of  auctioneers,  extra  coin  pern  at  ion  to  registers  and 
receivers,  and  expenditure  for  additional  clerk  hire 
— he  had  not  made  any  precise  estimate — but  pro- 
bably amounting  to  at  Last  four  or  five  per 
centum.  And  this  amount  of  additional  expense 
was  to  be  deducted  from  the  small  excels  above 
the  minimum,  which  might  appear  to  be  gained  by 
sales  at  auction.. 

But  (said  Mr.  Clay)  suppose  the  Government 
were  to  profit  even  to  double  the  amount  of  the 
average  excess  which  may  be  tuppo.ed  to  appear 
by  the  reports  from  the  General  Land  Office,  to 
which  he  had  referred,  would  the  paltry  difference 
of  two  or  three,  or  ev<-n  ten  cents  an  acre,  be  a 
sufficient  inducement  with  American  statesmen  to 
jeopard  the  peac,  the  safety,  and  the  interest  of 


the  numerous  families  which  are  annually  settled 
on  the  public  lands?  ivo,  sir:  the  Government 
would  lose  infinitely  mote  by  such  a  cour&e,  in 
paralj  zing  the  energies,  and  crippling  the  resources 
of  those  hardy  and  enterprising  pioneers,  than  could 
be  compensated  by  any  pecuniary  gain. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  Clay,)  money  is  the  smallest,  arid 
about  the  last,  consideration,  that  should  enter  into 
or  influence  our  policy  in  the  management  of  the 
public  domain.  It  is  a  consideration  which  has 
never  controlled  the  policy  of  other  Governments, 
over  which  it  is  our  pride  to  boast  a  superiority. 
It  was  not  the  policy  of  Great  Britain,  still  less, 
perhaps,  of  France  aud  Spain,  in  the  disposition  of 
the  lands  claimed  by  them  at  an  earlier  period  of 
our  history.  Occupancy,  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment of  the  resources  of  the  country,  were,  the 
considerations  upon  which  they  granted  the  lands 
of  the  Crown. 

Nor  was  money  the  consideration  which  induced 
the  original  States  to  cede  positions  of  their  territory, 
except,  perhaps,  so  far  as  to  aid  in  the  payment  of 
national  debt,  contracted  in  the  war  of  indepen- 
dence. They  had  much  more  exalted  purposes  in 
view;  to  put  down  controversies  about  territorial 
limits;  to  quiet  jealousies  between  the  different  mem- 
bers of  the  confederacy;  to  build  up  prosperous 
communities;  to  create  new  States,  and  thereby  add 
new  stars  to  the  bright  constellation  of  .our  glorious 
Union.  These  were  the  bright  and  laudable  mo- 
tives which  operated  upon  all  the  States  which 
made  cessions  of  territory;  it  was  apparent  in  alt 
the  compacts  between  those  Sates  and  the  General 
Government,  especially  in  that  of  Virginia,  the 
mother  of  States;  and  not  the  sordid  considera- 
tion of  making  money  for  themselves,  or  the  Gene- 
ral Government. 

He  further  remarked  that  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration might  be  fairly  regarded  merely  as 
a  measure  to  change  the  mode  of  sale  from  auc- 
tions to  private  entry.  He  thought  he  had  suffi- 
ciently shown  that  it  would  not  materially  affect 
the  amount  of  revenue  derive,!  from  this  source, 
even  if  the  quantity  sold  >hou'd  be  the  same.  But 
he  said  the  sales  would  undoubtedly  be  greatly 
augmented,  and  consequently^  much  more  money 
would  be  brought  into  the  Treasury  within  a  given 
period,  than  under  the  present  system. 

This  bill,  too.  was  free  from  the  objections  which 
had  been  urged  against  the  other  pre-emption  laws 
of  the  last  twelve  years.  It  had  been  urged  that,  by 
thoss  pre-emption  law.*,  rewards  weie  given  to  per- 
sons who  were  trespassers  un  the  public  property, 
who  were  worthless  in  character,  and  who  set  the 
law  at  defiance,  by  sealing  upou  the  public  domain, 
with  no  more  right  than  they  had  to  seize  upon  the 
public  Treasury,  upou  our  vessels  of  war,  and  our 
forts  andar>enals.  Now  such  was  not  the  bill  un- 
der congelation.  Here  the  bill  was  prospective, 
unless  it  was  in  respect  to  thote  who  had  become 
settlers  since  the  dale  of  the  last  pie  emp'ion  law. 
The  main  object  of  the  bill  was  not  to  proteet  those 
who  were  called  trespassers  and  violaters  of  the 
laws,  but  to  say  to  the  hardj  cultivator 
of  the  land,  who  gave  an  earnest  of  being 
a  cultiva'or,  that  he  shoull  be  safe  in  the 
possession  of  the  fruits  of  his  labor.  Nor  was 
it  confined,  as  was  said  by  another  class  of  object- 
ors, to  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, or  to  the  great  West.  Heretofore  it  had 
been  urged  that  the  bills  were  partial — it  was  ob- 
jected, not  only  that  they  were  rewarding  the  vio- 
lates of  the  law,  but  that  they  were  confining  ifs 
advantages  to  them  and  to  the  settlers  within  the 
limits  of  the  new  States  and  Territories;  but  this  was 
broader  in  its  provisions,  and  it  held  out  the  same 
inducements  to  the  industrious  and  enterprising  of 
the  old  State.*,  that  it  held  out  to  the  new  States. 
Now,  he  regarded  this  as  an  important  feature  in 
this  bill,  and  one  which,  with  due  deference  to  those 
wh«  differed  from  him  in  opinion,  it  seemed  to  him, 
should  silence  all  objectors,  leaving  out  of  view  the 
enthusiasm  in  favor  of  log  cabins,  and  their  occu- 
pants, which  had  been  prevailing  for  some  ii me 
pas'.  But  by  ihis  law  the  poT  man  of  the  old 
States  had  it  placed  within  his  power,  if  industrious 
and  enterprising,  to  go  forward  to  the  new  States, 
with  the  guarantee  held  out  to  htm  of  a  title  to  this 
land  on  the  payment  to  the  Government  of  f  l  25  per 
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It  seemed  to  him  that  by  the  old  States  it 
should  be  regarded  with  more  favor  than  by  the 
new  States.  In  the  new  States  they  had  learned  by 
experience,  and  the  practice  of  enterprise  and  in- 
dustry, that  they  could  be.  independent.  There 
were  in  those  Territories  few  wealthy  landlords, 
with  crowds  of  teiants  around  them;  but  he  should 
be  pleased  to  know  what  number  of  freemen  there 
were  in  the  older  States  who  were  net  freeholders, 
but  who  were  dependent  on  their  daily  labor  for 
the  support  of  themselves  and  their  families.  They 
were  doubtless  very  numerous — and  to  all  such 
tiiis  bill  held  out  the  promise  of  relief. 

A  citizen  of  an  old  State,  if  he  stands  in  need  of  a 
permanent  home,  to  subsist,  rear,  and  educate  his 
family,  is  here  guarantied  one,  if  he  has  the  enter- 
prise to  seek  it.  Now  was  there  any  objection  to 
thist  It  was  the  principle  of  a  free  Government 
that  every  citizen  should  have  the  power  of  free 
locomotion— that  every  one  should  have  the  right 
to  remove  from  one  part  to  another,  and  even  to 
abandon  his  country  if  he  thought  proper.  Let 
not,  then,  this  be  any  longer  called  a  new  State 
measure,  or  one  that  is  partial  in  its  operation;  it 
was  no  longer  calculated  to  benefit  the  new  States 
or  Territories,  but  to  benefit  every  one,  from  one 
end  of  this  wide-spread  confederacy  to  the  other, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  be  just  to  the  Government; 
it  only  required  that  a  man  should  become  a  culti- 
vator of  the  soil — that  he  should  place  himself  on 
any  part  of  the  uncultivated  lands,  and  pay  to  Go- 
vernment the  minimum  price.  It  was  equal  in  its 
operation— holding  out  the  same  bosp  to  citizens 
of  the  old  as  well  as  the  new  States— and  requiring 
the  same  price  from  all. 

This  measure,  then,  not  only  recommended  itself 
to  the  favor  of  all  those  whosuppoited  ihep'eemp- 
tion  projects  of  the  last  twelve  years,  but  it  assumed 
higher  ground:  instead  of  being  partial  in  its  ope- 
ration— instead  of  being  confined  to  the  new  States 
and  Territories,  it  extended  the  privilege  alike  to 
the  citizens  of  all  the  twenty-six  States;  while  it 
was  liberal  to  the  people,  it  did  no  injustice  to  the 
Government;  and  he  trusted  it  would  pass  with  a 
unanimity  with  which  no  other  measure  ever  has 
passed  in  regard  to  the  public  lands. 

He  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  say  more;  for  he 
did  not  believe  it  possible  there  could  be  any  well 
founded  objection  to  this  bill.  Indeed,  in  saying  as 
much  as  he  had  said  in  explanation  of  the  provi- 
sions which  it  contained,  he  had  rather  adhered  to 
form,  than  spoken  from  any  conviction  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  that  course;  and  he  should  now  content 
himself  with  voting  for  this  brl),  wi'hout  saying 
more  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  two  bills  standing  toge- 
ther on  the  special  orders,  in  relation  to  the  public 
lands,  the  one  for  graduating  the  price,  and  the 
other  for  establishing  a  permanent  pre-emption 
system,  were  bills  upon  the  same  subject,  mutually 
connected  with  each  other,  and  very  fit  and  proper 
to  be  discussed  and  passed  together.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  discuss  one  without  discussing  the  oihsr; 
and,  as  it  would  save  time,  and  be  within  the  rules 
of  propriety  and  order,  he  should  avail  himself  of 
the  discussion  of  one  to  speak  of  both. 

It  would  be  recollected,  that  he  had  heretofore 
spoken  of  the  sentiments  of  the  present  President 
of  the  United  States,  (Mr.  Van  Baien,)  as  being 
favorable  to  the  principles  of  both  bills— as  having 
presented  his  opinions  to  that  effect  in  official  mes- 
sages—«nd  he  had  taken  it  upon  himself  to  say 
that  he  was  entitled  to  more  credit  for  the  senti- 
ments he  had  expressed,  and  the  part  he  had 
acted  on  this  subject,  than  any  public  man  in  the 
United  Suits;  and  be,  (Mr.  Benton,)  hid  f  aid 
these  things  with  a  full  knowledge  of  what  he  was 
saying,  and  with  a  full  determination  to  prove 
what  he  said  when  the  proper  opportunity  presented 
itself.  That  opportunity  had  now  arrived.  The 
two  bills  were  before  the  Senate;  the  discussion 
had  commenced  upon  them;  and  the  offi- 
cially expressed  opinions  bf  the  President  were 
fit  and  proper  matter  to  be  presented  to  the 
Senate.  He  would,  therefore,  present  the 
recommendations  of  President  Van  Buren  on 
the  subject  of  pre-emptions  and  graduated  prices 
of  the  public  lands,  as  he  found  them  in  his  annual 
,  and  he  would  afterwards  say  something 


in  justification  of  his  assertion,  that  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren deserved  more  credit  for  his  conduct  on  the 
question  of  the  public  land? ,  and  was  entitled  to 
more  gratitude  from  the  cultivating  and  farming 
interest,  than  any  other  public  man  in  America. 

Toe  first  extract  to  which  he  would  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate,  was  from  the  President's  Mes- 
sage of  December,  1637,  which  was  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

"A  large  portion  of  our  citizens  have  seated 
themselves  on  the  public  lands,  without  authority, 
since  the  passage  of  the  last  pre-emption  law,  and 
now  ask  the  enactment  of  another  to  enable  them 
to  retain  the  lands  occupied,  upon  payment  of  the 
minimum  Government  price.  They  ask  that  which 
has  been  repeatedly  granted  before.    If  the  future 
may  be  judged  of  by  the  past,  little  harm  can  be 
done  to  the  interests  of  the  Treasury  by  yielding  to 
their  request.    Upon  a  critical  examination,  it  is 
found  that  the  lands  sold  at  the  public  sales,  since 
the  introduction  of  cash  payments,  in  1820.  have 
produced,  on  an  average,  the  nett  revenue  of  only 
six  cents  an  acre  more  than  the  minimum  Govern- 
ment price.    There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
future  sales  will  be  more  productive.    The  Go- 
vernment, therefore,  has  no  adequate  pecuniary  in- 
terest to  induce  it  to  drive  these  people  from  the 
lands  they  occupy,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them 
to  others."     ••••••     «a  policy 

which  should  be  limited  to  the  mere  object  of  sell- 
ing the  lands  for  the  greatest  possible  sum  of 
money,  without  regard  to  higher  considerations, 
finds  but  few  adrocates/  On  the  contrary,  it  is 
generally  conceded,  that,  while  the  mode  of  dispo- 
sition adopted  by  the  Government  should  always 
be  a  prudent  one;  yet  its  leading  object  ought  to  be 
the  early  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  lands 
sold;  and  that  it  should  discountenance,  if  it  can- 
not prevent,  the  accumulation  of  large  tracts  in'  the 
same  hands,  which  must,  necessarily,  retard  the 
growth  of  the  new  States,  or  entail  upon  them  a 
dependent  tenantry,  and  its  attendant  evils." 

In  the  message  of  December,  1838,  he  found 
the  following  passage: 

"Our  experience  under  the  act  passed  at  the  last 
session,  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on 
the  public  lands,  has  as  yet  been  too  limited  to  en- 
able us  to  pronounce  with  safety  upon  the  efficacy 
of  its  provisions  to  carry  out  the  wise  and  liberal 
policy  of  the  Government  in  that  respect.  There 
is,  however,  the  best  reason  to  anticipate  favorable 
results  from  its  operation.  The  recommendations 
formerly  submitted  to  yc  u  in  respect  to  a  gradu- 
ation of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  remain  to  be 
finally  acted  upon.  Having  found  no  reason  to 
change  the  views  then  expressed,  your  attention  to 
them  is  again  respectfully  requested." 

The  message  of  December,  1839,  contained  these 
observations: 

"On  a  former  occasion  your  attention  was  invited 
to  various  considerations  in  support  of  a  pre-emp- 
tion law  in  behalf  of  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands, 
and  also  of  a  law  graduating  the  prices  for  such 
lands  as  had  long  been  in  the  market  unsold,  in 
consequence  of  their  inferior  quality.  The  execu- 
tion of  the  act  which  was  passed  on  the  first  sub- 
ject, has  been  attended  with  the  happiest  conse- 
quences, in  quieting  titles,  and  securing  improve- 
ments to  the  industrious;  and  it  has  also,  to  a  very 
gratifying  extent,  been  exempt  from  the  frauds 
which  were  practised  under  previous  preemption 
laws.  It  has,  at  the  same  time,  as  was  anticipated, 
contributed  liberally  during  the  present  year  to  the 
receipts  of  the  Treasury. 

"The  passage  of  a  graduation  law,  with  the 
guards  before  recommended,  would  also,  I  am  per- 
suaded, add  considerably  to  the  revenue  for  seve- 
ral years,  and  prove  in  other  respects  just  and  be- 
neficial. 

"Your  early  consideration  of  the  subject  is  there- 
fore once  more  earnestly  requested." 

And  lastly,  from  the  message  ofDecember,  1840, 
he  made  the  following  quotation: 

"The  available  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
1st  of  January  next,  is  estimated  at  one  million  and 
a  half  of  dollars.  This  sum,  with  the  expected  re- 
ceipts from  all  sources  during  the  next  year,  will,  it 
is  believed,  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  Government 
to  meet  every  engagement,  and  leave  a  suitable 


balance  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year,  if 
the  remedial  measures  connected  with  the  custom 
and  the  public  lands,  heretofore  recommended, 
shall  be  adopted,  and  the  new  appropriations  by 
Congress  shall  not  carry  the  expenditures  beyond 
the  official  estimates." 

Now  these  were  extracts  from  the  four  different 
messages  from  Mr.  Van  Buren  daring  the  four 
years  that  he  had  the  filled  the  Presidential  chair. 
The  extracts  spoke  for  themselves;  they  shoved 
the  sentiments  of  the  President;  and  they  shoved 
him  to  be  what  a  patriot  President  should  be— the 
uncompromising  enemy  of  speculators,  and  the 
frank  and  thorough  friend  of  the  settlers  and  eaj. 
tivators.  The  President  was  for  pre-emptions,  and 
graduative  prices;  and  these  were  the  two  things 
which  the  speculators  abhor,  which  the  good  of  the 
country  required,  and  what  every  settler  and  colli- 
valor  had  been  demanding  for  many  years.  The 
sentiments  of  Mr.  Yan  Buren  were  made  clear  en 
these  two  great  points.  He  had  spoken  for  him- 
self, and  that  not  once,  or  twice,  but  four  tines; 
not  in  a  private  conversation,  or  in  a  letter,  oris 
electioneering  harangues,  but  officially  aid  pub- 
licly, in  his  high  character  of  President,  and  under 
the  responsibility  of  the  constitutional  injunction  to 
recommend  to  Congress  the  measures  which  he 
deemed  proper  for  their  consideration.  The* 
were  the  sentiments — this  the  conduct  of  Presideii 
Van  Buren;  and  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
taken  these  sentiments  up,  «nd  expressed  them— 
the  candid  manner  in  which  he  had  taken  them  up, 
and  the  responsible  manner  in  which,  he  had  ex- 
pressed them— he  had  placed  himself  at  the  head 
of  the  list  of  the  friends  of  the  graduation  and  pie* 
emption  policy,  and  had  entitled  himself  to  the 
gratitude  and  confidence  of  all  the  friends  of  these 
measures.  ^_^ 

He  accorded  this  high  praise  uHlr.  Van  Bare* 
without  any  reservation,  and  without  any  exception 
whatever.     He  excepted  nobody — not  even  say 
one  from  the  new  States — and  least  of  all  did  he 
except  himself.     He  (Mr.  Benton)  and  others 
from  the  new  States,  who  had  supported  the  pre- 
emption and  the  graduation  policy,  had  done  their 
duty  in  a  good  cause;  but  their  merit  could  not  be 
equal  tc  that  of  statesmen  from  the  Atlantic  States, 
who  had  renounced  unfounded  prejudices  against 
these  important  measures,  and  became  their  ardeat 
supporters,  and  that  against  a  powerful  adverse  in- 
terest.   This  was  the  case  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  He 
was  a  member  of  that  Senate  when  these  measures 
had  but  few  friends  there,  and  when  the  settlers  oa 
the  public  lands,  the  pre-emption  bills  for  their  be- 
nefit, and  the  graduation  bill,  were  all  accustomed 
lo  be  denounced,  and  that  by  Western  men,  is 
terms  of  unmeasured  condemnation.     Mr.  Via 
Buren  was  a  member  of  this  body  when  he,  (Mr. 
Benton,)  almost  solitary  and  alone,  pleaded  the 
cause  of  the  Western  pioneer — claimed  protection 
for  the  meritorious  settler — and  argued  the  justice 
of  reducing  the  price  of  the  public  lands  according 
to  its  reduced  quality  and   value.    His  solitary 
voice  was  overpowered  at  that  time,  and  his  bflw 
were  treated  as  preposterous,  absurd,  and  imprac- 
ticable measures,  and  were  said  to  be  repudiated  by 
the  people  of  the  West  themselves.  This  was  what 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  common  with  other  Senators 
from  the  Atlantic  States,  was  accustomed  to  bear; 
and  it  was  natural  that  such  representations,  earn- 
ing from  Western  men,  should  have  its  influence 
upon  a t  stranger  to  the  West,  and  prejudice  bfc 
mind  against  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  and 
against  all  the  measures  intended  for  their  relief. 
It  was  natural  that  such  should  be  the  effect  pro- 
duced; and  accordingly  Mr.  Van  Buren,  with  almost 
the  whole  body  of  Atlantic  Senators,  voted  again* 
pre-emption  bills,  and   graduation    bills,  daring 
the  time  that  he  was  a  Senator  on  this  floor,  bat 
his  mind,  though  misled,  was  ja>t  and  candid,  and 
open  to  the  convictions  ef  truth;  and  during  the 
four  years  that  he  presided  over  this  body— during 
the  four  years  of  his  Vice  Presidency  that  he  sat  hi 
the  chair  of  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and  gave 
such  punctual  attendance  and  such  respectful  alp 
tention  to  their  debates— during  these  four  years 
his  prejudices  became  entirely  removed,  and  he 
became  favorable  to  the  bills  which  be  had  for- 
merly opposed.  This  change  took  place  under  theft* 
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gross  of  discussion  aiid  wider  mrcujnstaaces  which 
proved  that  it  was  as  disinterested  and  as  feat  less,  as 
it  was  enlightened  and  equitable.  It  took  place  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  an  adverse  measure— 4he  land  re- 
lease distribution  bill— «  measure  calculated  to 
enlist  all  the  old  States  against  the  settlers,  against 
pre-emptioos,  and  against  reduced  prices  of  the 
public  lands.  It  was  in  the  face  of  this  antago- 
nist measure— it  was  during  the  progress  of  this 
adverse  bill,  so  hostile  to  the  settlers  and  the  new 
States,  and  so  well  calculated  to  airay  all  the  old 
States  against  the  new  ones— it  was  during  the  pro- 
gress of  this  measure  which  presented  so  much  to 
the  hopes  of  a  calculating  politician,  and  when  some 
former  friends  of  the  new  States  were  faltering  and 
going  way  before  it— it  was  in.  this  crisis  that  Mr. 
-Yen  Boxen  became  sensible  of  the  correctness 
of  the  graduation  and  pre-emption  policy)  and  from 
that  time  he  only  waited  the  appropriate  opportu- 
nity to  manifest  his  sentiments.  That  opportunity 
presented  itself  when  he  became  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  that  character  had  to  discharge 
the  constitutional  duty  of  recommending  to  Con- 
gress the  measures  which  he  deemed  proper  for  their 
consideration.  In  his  first  annual  message,  he  recom- 
mended the  graduation  and  pre-emption  policy:  in 
his  second  message  he  did  the  same;  in  the  third 
he  repeated  the  recommendation;  and  in  Its  fourth 
and  last,  he  has  adhered  to  it.  This  has  been  his 
conduct  in  relation  to  these  important  measures; 
and  upon  this  statement  of  facts,  as  concisely  as 
they  were  correctly  stated,  he  (Mr.  Benton) 
rested  the  assertion,  that  Mr.  Van  Bar  en  stood  at 
the  bead  of  the  list  of  the  meritorious  friends  of  the 
graduation  and  pre-emption  policy,  and  was  enti- 
tled to  the  gratitude  and  confidence  of  all  who  be- 
lieved, as  he  did,  that  that  policy  was  the  true 
policy  of  the  country,  combining  in  the  highest  de- 
gree the  interest  of  the  individual  with  the  interest 
of  the  public 

Having  done  this  justice  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and 
availed  himself  of  the  advantage  of  his  arguments 
in  favor  of  the  two  bills  referred  to,  he  (Mr. -Bes- 
tow) would  go  on  to  give  his  own  testimony,  de- 
rived from  experience,  in  their  favor.  It  was  new 
thirty-one  years  since  he  had  first  been  called  to 
act  in  a  legislative  capacity  on  the  subject  of  pre- 
emptions, and  fourteen  years  since  he  had  first 
moved  the  graduation  policy  on  this  floor;  and  all 
experience  bad  confirmed  him  in  bis  opinion  in 
favor  of  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  both  measures. 
As  far  back  as  the  ytar  1809,  he  bad  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee— a  member  of  the  Senate  of  that  State— and 
in  that  capacity,  had  given  his  cordial  support  to 
the  pre-emption  policy,  extended  by  that  State  to 
the  settlers  on  the  public  lands  of  the  State  south  of 
the  Holston  river.  He  had  seen  the  operation  of  the 
pre-emption  law  then  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
that  State,  and  he  had  seen  the  operation  of  all  the 
pre-emption  laws  since  passed  by  Congress.  He 
had  seen  all — literally  seen  it;  for  bis  residence  in 
the  West  enabled  him  to  see  it;  and  he  could  truly 
say  that  the  operation  of  these  laws  had  been  equi- 
table and  beneficial — good  for  the  individual  -  set- 
tler—good for  the  public  Treasury — good  for  the 
country.  He  was,  therefore,  confirmed  in  the  poli* 
cy  by  ihe  test  of  experience,  and  should  continue 
to  give  it  an  ardent  support.  He  was  for  the .  set- 
tler—for the  man  that  went  forward  amidst  everv  v 
danger,  under  every  privation,  and  against  every " 
hardship,  to  build  his  log  cabin  in  the  depth  of  the 
wilderness,  and  to  provide  by  his  labor  and  his 
courage  for  the  suppoit  and  defence  of  his  family. 
The  soil  should  go  to  the  cultivators,  was  his .  doc- 
trine; the  first  comer  having  the  first  choice;  the 
second  comer  the  second  choice;  and  so  on  to  the 
end  of  the  list,  speculators  and  general  purcha- 
sers taking  their  choice  after  the  first  settlers  were 
provided  for.  Thus,  experienre  had  tested  the 
benefit  of  the  pre-emption  system:  it  had  done  the 
same  with  the  graduation  principle,  for  this  princi- 
ple had  been  tned  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and 
had  worked  well  there:  it  had  been  tried  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  on  the  Chickasaw  lands,  and 
by  virtue  of  a  clause  in  their  treaty,  ratified  by  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  bad  worked  well 
there.  The  graduation  principle  had  worked  well 
in  both  ihese  instance?,  and  the  public  mind  of  all 


the  new  States,  and  in  all  the  Territories,  was  en- 
tirely in  favor  of  i'.  It  was  as  necessary  in  the 
pld  counties  as  the  pre-emption  bill  was  in  the  new 
ones;  and  the  current  of  public  opinion  was  now 
so  strong  in  its  favor,  that  those  who  ridiculed  it 
when  be  (Mr.  Benton)  first  brought  it  forward, 
now  eclipsed  him  in  their  zeal  for  it,  and  laid  hold 
of  the  graduation  bill  as  a  passport  to  popularity, 
and  as  a  ladder  to  promotion.' 

He  had  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  public  mind 
throughout  the  Union  had  shown  itself  favorable, 
during  the  late  Presidential  canvas*,  to  the  policy 
of  these  two  bills :  the  actual  President  was  known 
to  be  favorable  to  them  from  his  public  messages 
to  Congress;  the  President  elect  was  argued  to  be 
so  from  his  past  votes  in  this  body;  and  to  neither 
were  his  sentiments  on  this  point  objected  in  any 
part  of  the  Union.  Mr.  Van  Buren  received  near 
four  hundred  thousand  popular  votes  more  than  he 
bad  received  in  1836;  General  Harrison  received 
more  than  one  hundred  thousand  above  him;  and 
that  after  having  voted  for  a  pre-emption  and  a  gra- 
duation bill  far  mote  liberal  in  their  provisions  than 
the  bills  now  before  the  Senate.  He  voted,  in 
1828,  for  a  graduation  bill  down  to  25  cents  per 
aere,  and  for  a  pre-emptive  right  of  purchase  gra- 
duated down  to  5  cents  an  acre;  and  bad  the  full 
benefit  of  these  votes  in  the  new  States,  without 
the  least  diminution  of  public  favor  in  the  old  ones. 

He  (Mr.  Benton)  here  adverted  particularly 
to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  for  which  General 
Harrison  voted  in  1828,  and  which,  for  the  sake  of 
precision,  on  a  pojnt  so  important,  we  insert  entire. 
A  BILJL,  to  graduate  the  price  of  tbe  public  lands, 

to  make  donations  thereof  to  actual  settlers,  and 

to  cede  the  refuse  to  the  States  in   which  they 

lie. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Howe  ef  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  so  much  of  the  public  lands  as 
have  been  offered  heretofore  at  public  sale,  and 
which  may  remain  unsold  on  the  first  Monday  of 
November  nex»,  and  »hall  then  be  subject  to  entry 
at  private  sale,  shall,  thereafter,  be  offered  at  pri- 
vate sale,  in  parcels,  conformable  to  sectional  di- 
visions and  subdivisions,  until  the  sale  thereof  shall 
be  effected,  at  the  following:  graduation  of  prices: 
For  two  years  next  ensuing  the  «flr>t  Monday  of 
November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-eight, at  one  dollar  per  acre;  for  two  yean  next 
ensuing  the  first  Monday  of  November,  1830,  at 
seventy-five  cents  per  acre;  for  two  years  next  en- 
suing the  first  Monday  of  November,  1832,  at 
fifty  cents  per  a;re;  and  for  two  years,  from  and 
after  the  first  Monday  of  November,  1834,  at  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  acre. 

See.  .  And  bt  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  head  of  a  family,  young 
man  over  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  or  widow, 
not  having  received  a  donation  of  (and  from  the 
United  States,  and  wishing  to  become *  an  actual 
settler  on  any  parcel  of  public  land  authorized  by 
this  act  to  be  sold,  and  not  exceeding  in  quantity 
the  amount  of  one-quarter  section,  to  demand 
and  receive  from  the  proper  register  and  receiver, 
as  soon  as  thirty  days  shall  have  elapsed  after  the 
said  parcel  shall  have  fallen  to  either  of  the  gradu- 
ated prices  by  this  act  established,  a  written  per- 
mission* to  settle  on  the  same;  and  if  the  person  so 
applying  shall  pay  down. to  the  proper  receiver  the 
sum  of  seventy-five  cents  per  acre  for  land  offered 
by  the  first  section  of  this  act  for  one  dollar  per 
acre;  or  fifty  cents  per  acre  for  land  offered  at  se- 
venty-five cents  per  acre;  or  twenty -^ve  cents  per 
acre  for  land  offered  at  fifty  cents  per  acre;  or  five 
cents  per  acre  for  land  offered  at  twenty-five  cents 
per  acre,  and  shall  forthwith  settle  thereupon,  and 
cvltivate  the  same  for  five  consecutive  year?,  and 
shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  at  the  end  of 
that  time,  the  said  person,  on  making  proof  before 
the*  proper  register  and  receiver,  of  such  settle- 
ment, cultivation,  and  citizenship,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  a  patent  therefor  from  the  United  Stales. 
Add  if  two  or  more  persons,  entitled  under  this  act 
to  the  privileges  of  actual  settlers,  shall  apply  at 
the  same  time  for  the  same  parcel  of  land,  then  the 
register  and  receiver  shall  immediately  decide  the 
right  of  preference  between  them,  according  to  the 
equitable  circumstances',  and,  where  these  are  equal, 


by  lot:  Provided,  always,  That  no  sale,  or  assign- 
ment of  any  settlement  right  shall  be  valid,  and  in 
no  case  shall  the  patent  issue  to  any  person  but  the 
settler  himself,  if  living,  or  to  his  heirs  or  devisees 
if  dead. 

Sec.  .  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  regis- 
ters and  receivers,  for  services  done  under  the 
third  section  of  this  act,  shall  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand and  take,  from  the  party  applying  for  such 
services,  the  following  fees:  For  a  written  permis- 
sion to  settle  opon  a  quarter  section  of  land,  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  cents  each;  for  taking  the  proof 
of  settlement  cultivation,  and  citizenship,  and 
granting  the  final  certificate,  the  further  sura  of 
fifty  cents  each. 

Mr.  BEN  TON  then  resumed.  He  said  this  was 
the  graduation  and  pre-emption,  and  also  donation 
bill,  which  he  brought  into  the  Senate  in  1828— 
which  was  amended  by  that  body  until  it  took  tbe 
shape  which  it  now  wears,  and  for  which  General 
Harrison,  voted.  He  voted  seven  times  on  yeas 
and  nays,  as  the  Journal  will  show,  ^n  majorities, 
firing  tbe  leatu res  and  details  of  the' -bill:  be  then 
voted  in  a  respectable  minority  of  twenty-one  in 
favor  of  ordering:  the  bill  to  its  third  reading:  and 
he  showed  himself  to  be  a  firm  friend  to  the  bill  of 
1828,  which  reduced  the  price  of  the  public  lands 
as  low  as  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  which 
gave  the  settlers  twenty-five  cents  advantage  in  the 
purchase.  All  this  was  duly  made  known  to  the 
American  public  during  the  canvass,  and  ne  where 
gave  rise  to  any  objection  to  him.  It  did  not  pre- 
vent him  from  receiving  a  great'  majority  of  the 
votes  of  the  people  and  of  the  States.  It  was  fair, 
then,  to  conclude  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  satisfied  with  the  pre-emption  and  the 
graduation  policy;  and  that,  in  passing  the  two  bills 
now  before  tbe  Senate,  the  rare  felicity  would  be 
experienced  of  conforming  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
actual  President,  of  the  President  elect,  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  new  States,  and  of  tbe  people  of  the  old 
States. 

He  (Mr.  Benton)  had  referred  to  the  votes  of  the 
President  elect  on  the  graduation  and  pre-emption 
bill  of  1828,  in  no  invidious  or  unfriendly  spirit. 
He  had  done  it  for  the  precise  purpose  which  he 
had  avowed— for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
new  President  had  gone  infinitely  further  in  sup- 
port of  such  bills  than  in*;  present  propositions  go; 
and  that,  for  this,  be  had  received  the  greatest  ap- 
plause in  the  new  States,  without  losing  a  particle 
of  popularity  in  the  old  ones.  It  was  for  this  pur- 
pose that  he  had  quoted  the  votes  of  General  Har- 
rison; and  he  conceived  that  the  argument  which 
he  drew  from  these  votes,  and  the  public  satisfac- 
tion with  the  gentlemen  who  gave  them,  was  per- 
fectly fair  and  parliamentary. 

He  would  conclude  what  he  had  to  say  on  this 
subject  with  recalling  to  the  recollection  of  the 
Senate  the  fact  that  both  the  pre  emption  and  the 
graduation  bills  were  now  presented  as  revenue 
measures— that  both  the  President  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  presented  them  as  such — 
presented  them  as  bills  which  would  accelerate  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  increase  the  incdmc 
from  that  branch  of  the  revenue,— while  adding  to 
the  strength,  wealth,  cultivation,  and  compact  set- 
tlement of  the  States  and  Territories  in  which  the 
public  lands  lie.  That  was  a  most  material  fea- 
ture in  the  character  of  those  bills  at  present.  It 
should  recommend  them  to  all  sides  of  that  cham- 
b?r— particularly  to  the  anti-Democratic  side,  who 
were  calling  out  for  new  taxes  to  defray  the  cur- 
rent f  xpemes  of  tbe  Government,  and  to  pay  a 
national  debt,  which  they  allege  to  exist.  To  that 
party  these  two  bills  must  come,  as  welcome  visit- 
ers— as  fountains  o(  supply — as  the  exact  thing 
which  they  want— as  a  means  of  augmenting  the 
revenue  without  disturbing  any  branch  of  com- 
merce— as  most  happily  combining  the  interests  of 
individuals  with  the  supply  of  the  Treasury,  and 
the  accommodation  of  the  public. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  spoke,  as  was  understood,  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  but  in  so  low  a  tone  of  voiev, 
as  to  be  inaudible  at  the  Reporters1  desk. 

Mr.  MANGUM  rose  to  make  some  inquiry  re- 
specting certain  provisions  of  the  bill.  He  said 
there  was  a  provision  that  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  every  head  of  a  family,  etc  should 
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be  entitled  to  certain  pnvilee.es  therein  mentioned; 
and  he  wished  to  know  whether  h  was  intended  that 
there  should  be  a  limitation  to  color,  or  whether 
blacks  were  intended  to  be  included,  as  well  as 
white  persons. 

What  the  precise  object  of  the  clause  was  *° 
which  the  Senator  referred,  did  not  reach  the  Re- 
porters1 desk;  and  a*  the  Reporters  are  not  permit- 
ted to  have  the  use  of  any  Congressional  bill  or  do- 
cument, it  is  necessarily  left  in  obscurity. 

He  also  inquired  whether  the  bill  was  intended 
to  comprehend  aliens  as  well  as  free  citizens.  It 
appeared  to  him,  some  of  the  terms-  used  in  the  bill 
were  exceedingly  comprehensive,  and  yet  indefi- 
nite. He  wished  further  to  know  how  long  a  per- 
son would  be  required  to  occupy  the  public  land, 
before  he  would  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  pro- 
posed by  this  bill;  and  he  was  desirous  of  being  in- 
formed what  guard  or  security  thcie  was  that  one 
person  would  not  settle  on  ten  or  twelve  suc- 
cessive sections  of  land  in  tho  same  year. 

He  saw  no  provision  respecting  the  length  of  oc- 
cupancy, nor  any  to  prevent  a  settler  entering  half 
a  dozen  or  more  sections  at  the  same  time;  and  he 
would  be  glad  if  the  friends  if  thi«  bill  would  give 
him  the  information  which  he  desired  before  he 
voted  on  the  bill.  He  further  observed  that  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  if  this  bill  parsed  it  would  revolu- 
tionize the  whole  land  system  of  the  country,  and 
confer  the  power  on  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
district,  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office 
*  —higher  judicial  power  than  was  known  to  bs  be- 
stowed to  any  officers  in  this  country;  id  truth,  the 
whole  land  would  be  subject  10  a  centrical  system, 
and  the  existing  land  system  might  be  dispensed 
with.  He  further  complained  that  th&biil  would 
be  unequal  in  its  operation,  and  consequently  un- 
just towards  some  portion  of  our  citizen?,  who 
could  not  by  possibility  derive  the  slightest  advan- 
tage from  this  law.  He  insinuated  that  those 
•'boys"  of  eighteen  years  cf  age,  who,  by  this  act, 
would  be  entitled  t>>  pre-emption,  would  be  twenty- 
one  four  year*  hence;  and  af'er -stating  that  he  did 
not  propose  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  this  bill,  con- 
cluded by  observing  that  hs  was  opposed  to  its 
whole  policy. 

He  afterwards  again  r«se,  and  moved  the  amend- 
ment of  a  section  to  which  he  had  referred,  by  in- 
troducing the  word  "white"  before  "persoas," 
thereby  hmHng  the  right  to  pre-emption,  so  as  to 
exclude  persons  of  color. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  called  for  (he  ayes  and 
noes  thereon,  which  were  ordered,  and  the  question 
being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— ayes 
37,  nay  1,  as  follows 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  JBu- 
chan,  Calhoun,  Clay  oi  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ken 
tacky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Fulton,  Gra- 
ham, Henderson,  Kin?,  Koight,  Linn,  JLumpkin, 
Mafl gum,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas*  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Preston,  Roane,  Robins  n,  Ruggle?,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  o(  ledir.na,  Surgeon, 
Tailmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams, 
and  Young— 37. 

NAY— Mr.  Porfer^l. 

Mr.  MANGUM  then  moved  the  insertion  of  the 
wards  "being  a  citizen  of  the  United  Sta'ts"  after 
the  words  ^single  man,"  so  as  toexcluie  aliens 
from  the  right  of  pre-emption. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  inquired  whether,  in  point  f  f 
fact, any  bat  a  citizen  could  hold  land;  and  he  was 
informed  that  aliens  could  hold  land  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  CLAY  <f  Alabama  was  abo  understood  to 
say  that  aliens  could  hold  land  in  many  of  the  new 
States. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rema.krd  that  the  law  in  this 
particular  should  conform  to  the  laws  of  the  re- 
spective States. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  this  was  no  new 
question;  but  no  bill  of  this  description  ever  did 
contain  a  provision  like  that  now  prop  scd  to  be 
inserted;  and  yet  no  evil  wa^  known  to  giow  out  of 
them.  This  ousht  to  be  satisfactory  to  th  ♦  Senator 
f rouUSouth  Ca  *o  i  i  n  a . 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  this  was  with  bin  a  ques- 
tion of  principle;  and  he  had  meioly  » ;;v!e  the 
inquiry,  that  he  might  have  a  knowled."*  of  the 
fact. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  said  this  wa*  \  bill  of 


great  importance;  ped  as  he  was  of  opinion  that  it 
would  require  many  amendments,  he  would  suggest, 
as  it  was  past  three  o'clock,  the  usual  hour  of  ad- 
journment, that  the  bill  should  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  wc  ourselves  soon 
forgot  what  had  passed  in  this  body.  It  is  not  yet 
three  years  since  this  very  question  was  argued  at 
considerable  length,  and  solemnly  decided  by  the 
Senaic.  When  the  last  pre-emption  bill  was  un- 
der consideration,  in  January,  1838,  the  Senator 
-from  Maryland  [Mr.  Merrick]  had  moved  to  ex- 
clude foreigners  from  the  benefit  of  its  provision/*; 
and  after  much  debate  his  motion  was  negatived. 
From  the  invest isration  which  then  took  place,  the 
fact  was  established,  that  from  the  very  beginning 
of  our  land  sales,  foreigners  bad  always  been  per- 
mitted to  purchase  the  public  lands  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  they  were  our  own  citizens.  No  in* 
convenience  had  ever,  to  his  knowledge,  resulted 
from  tmVpractice.  No  person  even  now  proposed 
to  change  it.  This  was  the  established  policy  of 
the  country.  JThe  attempt  now  made  was  not  to 
prevent  foreigners  from  purchasing  the  public 
lands,  but  from  acquiring  the  right  of  preemption. 
For  his  own  part,  he  thought  that  the  alien  who 
came  to  this  country,  traversed  the  Atlantic  Stale*; 
and  made  a  settlement  with  his  family  in  the  wil- 
derness of  the  far  West,  ought  not  to  be  excluded 
from  the  privilege  of  purchasing  at  the  minimum 
price,  in  preference  to  all  other  persons,  the  small 
tract  of  land  which  he  had  improved,  merely  be- 
cause he  had  drawn  his  first  breath  in  a  foreign 
land.  In  this  particular  he  ought  to  be  placed  on 
the  ?ame  footing  with  our  own  ciu'z'ns. 

The  uniform  practice  of  selling  the  public  lands 
to  foreigners  interfere  1  with  no  right  of  any  of  the 
State*,  no  matter  whether  aliens  were  permitted  to 
purchase  lands  under  their  laws  or  not.  The  title 
thus  acquired  by  the  alien  would  be  good  against 
all  mankind  except  the  sovereign  State  within 
whose  limits  the  land  was  situated.  If  under  its 
laws  aliens  could  no!  'hold  real  estate,  the  State 
might  forfeit  it  by  the  common  law  process  of 
escheat.  None  of  ihe  new  Sta  es  had  ever  adopied 
this  course.  On  the  contrary,  they  were  all  glad 
that  emigrants  from  oth?r  countries  should  pur- 
chase and  cultivate  these  land.s.  He  was,  there- 
fore, prepared,  both  on  principle  and  on  policy,  to 
vote  against  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Mangum  ] 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  it  was  very  true 
that  this  question,  as  had  been  observed  by  the  Se- 
nior from  Pcnn-ylvama,  had  been  raised  some 
years  ago;  and  he  also  believed,  beyond  the  moun- 
tains, aliens  were  allowed  to  hold  land,  but  he  also 
believed  that  there  w.^s  some  condition  required  in 
almost  all  the  States— in  some  of  them,  a  residence 
of  two  or  three  years.  Now  it  might  be  a  question 
wheiherthcy  should  extend  the  privilege  except  to 
tVose  holdng  by  Slat?  authority — and  aliens  who 
hold  were  not  entitled  to  a  vote — but  he  (Mr. 
Clay}  was  opposed  on  principle  to  the  propo-iion 
that  aliens  should  be  invited  from  every  portion  of 
the  habifab!e  globe,  to  take  possession  of  the  public 
lands  on  terms  so  peculiarly  favorable  as  were  pro- 
posed by  this  bill. 

Whikt  a  man  is  an  al:en,  owing  allegiance  to 
any  foreign  power,  he  ought  not  to  exercise  the 
rich*  of  franchise  in  our  country;  nor  onght  cither 
the  serfs  of  Russ'a,  or  the  subjects  0r  AuMria,  or  of 
Eng'and,  or  France,  bound  by  their  allegiance  to  a 
foreign  potentate,  to  be  allowed,  nntd  they  re- 
nounced their  fealty  to  their  original  potentate,  to 
enjoy  the  privileges  of  American  freemen.  On  tbi* 
question  he  hoped,  neither  there  nor  elsewhere, 
would  there  be  any  diversity  of  opinion,  whatever 
there  might  be  of  the  neees>i,y  of  a  greater  or  less 
restriction  in  the  acquisition  of  the  rights  of  an 
American  ciliz^n  in  th*'  different  stages  of  the  na- 
tional p'egress,  in  its  infancy  and  maturi  y.  There 
was  another  point  un  which  then*  rn»ht  not  to  bl 
any  diversify  of  opinion.  Though  it  might  he  the 
practice  of  our  Government  to  sell  the  soil  of  our 
country  alike  io  aliens  as  to  citiz'n*,  there  should 
not  be  extended  an  invi'ation  to  aliens  to  come 
and  purcha>e  our  Jane's;  and  yet  Mich  would  be  the 
effect  of  law  bid.  It  was  a  question  of  jound  policy  I 
whptner  they  vrouM  hold  cut  to  all,  withou*.  or  I 
rithin  tbh    country,     tlese    peenliar    privileges   1 


of  pre-emptioners.  He  (Mr.  Clay)  should 
conform  his  vote  to  that  which  he  had  given 
this  question  three  years  ago. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  like  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay  J  he  would  most  cordi- 
ally  adhere  to  the  vote  which  he  had  given  on  this 
question  three  years  ago.  He  agreed  with  the 
Senator,  that  until  a  foreigner  became  a  citizen,  he 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  exerc  se  the  elective 
franchise.  But  the  present  case  was  far  different. 
What,  after  all,  was  this  privilege  of  pre-emption 
about  whieh  we  had  heard  so  much?  Was  it  a 
gift  of  the  land?  N©.  Was  it  a  sale  of  the  land 
below  the  ordinary  price  fixe)  upon  it  by  the 
Government?    Certainly  not.    What  then  was  it? 

We  had  ascertained  by  long  experience  that  the 
public  lands,  from  some  cause  or  other,  do  not 
command  at  public  sale  on  an  average  more  thin 
two  or  three  cents  per  acre  more  than  the  minimum 
price.  The  reason  of  this,  we  may  easily  conjec- 
ture? -The  bands  of  speculators  who  attend  these 
sales,  combine  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  down  the 
price  to  the  minimum  standi rd.  Tney  arc  that 
enabled  to  obtain  the  choice  tracts  at  but  one  or 
two  cents  above  one  dollar  and  twenty-fiveoents  per 
acre.  Now  what  is  the  great  privilege  which  we 
confer  by  this  bill?  It  is  nothing  more  than  this; — 
that  the  man  who  goes  into  the  wilderness— selects 
a  quarter  section  of  land— erects  his  log  cabin 
upon  it,  and  brings  it  into  a  stale  of  cultivation, 
shall  not  be  turned  out  of  bouse  and  home  by  any 
greedy  speculator  who  may  have  cast  his  longing 
eyes  upon  it.  This  spot  of  land  is  not  offered  at 
public  sale,  bnt  is  reserved  for  the  actual  settler, 
provided  he  pays  for  it  in  cmh  at  ihe  rale  of  one  dollar 
ond  twenty  Jive  cents  per  acre.  The  Government 
may  thus,  by  possibility,  lose  one,  two  or  three 
cents  on  each  acre,  in  securin  g  to  this  poor  man 
his  selected  home.  This  is  the  mm  total  of  the 
benefit  to  him  and  the  loss  to  the  Treasury;  with- 
out bringing  into  the  account  the  advantage  which 
the  country  derives  from  having  its  vacant  lands 
settled  and  cultivated  by  a  brave  and  hard/  popu- 
lation. 

Now,  in  regard  to  aliens.    The  Senator  has  ad-   • 
mitted  that,  from  the  origin  of  the  Government  un- 
til the  present  day,  they  have    twen    permitted  to 
purchase  the  public  lands   of  the  West,  either  at 
public  sale  or  by  private  entry.     This  fact  is  in- 
controvertible   Then  why  make  an  odious  distinc- 
tion against  foreigners  in  this  particular  case?    If 
you  permit  thenv  to  purchase  in  ev*ry  other  form, 
why  deny  10  them  the  piivilege  of  purchasing  as 
pre-emptioners.    The  alien  who  flies  from  opprei- 
sioi  at  home,  and  makes  his  way  into  the  far  Weir, 
and  there  fixes  hi?  habitation,  at    the  same  time 
places  his  body  as  a   barrier  against  the  attacks  of 
the  savage  foe  which  your  policy  has  collected  on 
that  frontier.    Such    aliens  thus    furnish  stronger 
evidence  of  their  fidelity  to   the    country,  and  of 
their  intention  to  become  citizen*,  than  they  could 
do  by  a  mere  declaration  to  this  effect,  under  the 
naturalization  laws,  though,  he  presumed,  such  a 
declaration  was  made  by  ihem  in  almost  every  in- 
s'ance.    A  man.who  merely  does  this,  may  change 
bis  intention  before  he  becomes  a  citizen;  but  the 
man  who  makes  a  settlement  on   the    public  land, 
and  purchases  it  from  the  Government,  thus  iden- 
tifies his  own  fate  and  that  of  his   family,  for  weal 
or  for  wo,  with  our   Government. .     From  snch 
men  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend.     And  shall  we 
suffer  even  the  alien  speculator,  who  has  no  inten- 
tion of  ever  becoming  a  citizen,  to   purchase  the 
humble  dwelling  <  f  this  poor  man,  and  drive  him 
out  of  possession?    Such  might  often  be  the  ca^e, 
if  it  were  not  for  your  preemption  laws.     For  my 
own  part,  I  shall  always  Imost  cheerfully,  as  long 
as  I  shall  be  honored  with  a  seat  in    the    Senate, 
pram  this  trifling    privilege  to  the    actual  settler, 
whether  he  ha \  emigrated  from  the   old  to  the  new 
Slates,  io  improve  his  condition;  or   has  fled  from 
oppresvion  in  the  old  work!,  t^live  under  the  pro- 
tection of  our  Republican  institution*. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  there  were  no  restrictions  in 
Missouri  upon  the  acquisition  of  lands  by  aliens— 
that  it  was  the  policy  of  the  Siatc  to  enconrage  emi 
gration,  and  she  had  therefore  placed  foreigners  oi 
a  level  with  citizens  in  what  relate*  to  the  right*  ol 
property. 
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Pre-emption  Law — Mr.  Buchanan. 
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With  nsppcttto  Die  present  motion  to  exclude 
attest  from  the  benefit  of  the  pre-emption  law?,  he 
seid  it  was.  the  repetition  (fa  motion  which  had 
been  made  two  years  ago,  and  which  had  bees 
then  rejected;  and  he  saw  no  new  reason  for  bring* 
ing  it  forward  now.  It  was,  in  his  opinion,  an  im 
potitie  and  an  nnwise  motion,  ard  the  reason*  given 
for  it  were  nnfoonded  and  untenable.  What  were 
those  reason*!  Why,  that  it  gives  a  right  in  oot 
soil  to  emigrants  from  foreign  countries,  before 
they  hare  abjured  allegiance  to  their  native  conn* 
try,  and  encourage*  the  refuse  of  the  European  po- 
pulation to  come  to  our  country.  Now  this  bill 
coald  offer  inducements  to  no  one  to  come  but  such 
as  meant  to  live  by  their  labor,  and  by  the  most 
useful  and  honorable  of  all  pursuits— that  of  agrt* 
culture.  To  such  only  could  the  pre-emptive  pri- 
vilege be  an  inducement  to  leave  their  own  country 
and  remove  to  the  United  Stater;  and  all  such  must 
be  most  welcome  accessions  to  our  population.  To 
reserve  the  benefit  of  the  bill,  the  emigrant  most  go 
and  settle  on  the  public  land— he  must  clear  it  and 
cultivate  it,  built  a  log  cabin  upon  it,  and  inhabit  it. 
This  was  a  real  pledge  of  fidelity  to  the  country— a 
better  one  than  an  oath  of  abjuration  of  foreign  al- 
Irgianee  conld  give.  The  settler,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, became  at  one*  a  meritorious  inhabi- 
tant; be  attached  himself  to  the  soil;  be  began  to 
add  to  the  mass  of  the  national  wealth,  by  adding 
to  die  mass  of  the  national  production;  he  took  h  s 
place  among  the  farmer*,  and  from  the  first  mo- 
ment felt  his  attachment  to  the  country  in  which  he 
was  instantly  elevated  to  the  class  of  freeholder!';  and 
his  feeling?  were  communicated  to  his  children,  and 
love  of  America  grew  up  in  their  heart-,  and  pre< 
dominated  in  their  affections.  For  himself,  he  (Mr 
Baarroa)  could  say  that  his  own  experience  was 
entirely  in  favor  of  the  measure.  He  had  seen  the 
effect  of  the  pre-emption  privilege  in  Missouri  in 
favor  of  foreign  emigrant?;  it  drew  a  vast  many  of 
them  to  the  State,  and  instantly  converted  them 
into  meritorious  cultivators  of  the  soil.  German?, 
especially,  came  in  vast  number*,  and  were  coa< 
tinning  to  arrive,  and  the  country  deeply  ielt  the 
benefit  of  their  labors.  They  were  forming  large 
settlements,  and  towns,  and  villages,  and  were  in- 
corporating with  the  population  and  becoming  part 
of  its  mats.  The  parage  of  this  bill,  and  it's  twin 
brother,  the  gradual  ion  bill,  by  which  the  inferior 
lands  will  be  reduced  in  price,  will  greatly  augment 
this  emigration;  and  he  (Mr.  Benton)  should  re. 
joice  to  see  it.  Emigrants  who  came  hr  re  to  dral 
in  money,  found  no  restrictions  upon  their  acquisi- 
tion*; alien  merchants  or  bankers  may  acquire  mil- 
lions, and  carry  them  away.  To  this  none  of  the 
gentlemen  objected.  Then  why  should  they  object 
to  the  acquisition  of  a  few  hundred  dollars'  worth 
of  land  by  an  alien,  when  he  most  remain  and  cul- 
tivate that  land  for  the  general  good  as  well  as  for 
his  own  individual  benefit,  for  he  could  not  carry  it 
away  from  the  country?  This  was  absurd;  and  be 
(Mr.  Benton)  was  as'onishcd  to  see  the  difference 
which  was  made  between  (he  acquisition  oi  real 
and  personal  estate.  The  alien  banker  or  mer- 
chant may  acquire  unlimited  millions,  and  exercise 
vast  influence  over  the  policy  and  elections  of  th« 
country;  the  solitary  cultivator  who  would  work 
his  little  field  in  the  woods,  having  no  power  to  in- 
fluence any  body,  is  objected  to  as  a  dangerous  cha- 
racter. This  was  preposterous,  and  the  objection 
conld  not  hold..  The  motion  to  exclude  aliens  had 
been  rejected  heretofore  by  a  decided  vote  of  the 
Senate,  and  he  trusted  it  would  be  so  rejected 
again. 

The  question  on  adopting  the  amendment  pro. 
posed  by  Mr.  Margdm  being  taken,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative— ayes  12,  nays  30,  as  follow:: 

YEAS— Messs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Huntington,  Kn-ght, 
Mangum,  Merrick,  Prentiss  Pre? ton,  and  Rug-, 
glej— 12. 

WAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hen* 
derson,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Momon, 
Nicholas,  Nor.vell,  Pierce,  Porter,  Roane,  Robin- 
son* Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indi 
ana,  Sturgeon,  Tall  ma  dee,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Wall  William^  Wright,  and  Young— 30. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  January  5,  1841. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  offered  the  following 
amendment,  which  was  agreed  to: 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tftat,  prior  to  any  entries 
being  made  under  the  privilege*  given  by  this  act, 
proof  of  the  settlement  and  improvement  required 
by  its  provisions  shall  be  made  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  district  in 
which  such  lands  may  lie,  agreeably  to  the  rules 
which  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  for  that  purpose;  which 
register  and  receiver  ahall,  each,  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive fifty  cents  for  his  Fer vices  therein;  and  all  as- 
signments or  transfers  of  the  right  of  pre-emption 
given  by  this  act,  prior  to  the  issuance  of  patents, 
shall  be  null  and  void. 

m*fr.  TAPPAN  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  an 
amendment  which  declared  that  the  settler  .should 
b  entitled  to  the  benefits.of  the  pre-emption  right 
o.i'y  once,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  he  had  an  amend- 
ment to  propose,  as  a  p-ovko,  to  the  last  clause,- as 
follows: 

"Providtd,  That  no  person  being  an  alien  shall 
be  ey-titled  to  any  privilege  or  right  of  settlement 
<T  preemption  granted  by  this  act,  except  only 
§uci  as  shall  prcvious'y  have  made,  in  doe  form  of 
law,  the  declarat  on  of  intent!  n,  required  by  the 
naturalization  laws  cf  the  United  States,  to  become 
a  Citizen  of  the  said  United  States. 

' l And  provided  fwther,  That  no  person  shall  take 
any  right  or* benefit  under  this  act,  who  shall  not 
make  oath  before  some  proper  officer  authorized 
to  administer  oaths,  that  his  whole  estate  was  nor, 
at  the  time  of  his  settlement,  worth  as  much  as  five 
hundred  dollars." 

He  said  he  had  supposed  yesterday,  when  the 
Senate  decided  that  aliens  should  be  admitted,  that 
the  Senate  proceeded  on  the  supposition,  tha»  fo- 
reigners settling  on  <  ur  public  lands  of  course  in- 
tended to  become  citizens;  but  it  appeared  to  him 
it  might  still  be  proper  to  require  of  them  some 
legal  evidence  of  tbat  intention.  He  did  not  see 
what  possible  olfaction  there  could  be  to  this. 

Mr.  ANDERSON.  There  is  no  objection  to  the 
first  part  of  the  rcso'uiion. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  If,  indeed,  they  were 
going  to  legislate  on  the  plan  proposed  yesterday  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Buchanan,]  and  were  not  only  to  welcome  all  fo- 
reigners, bin  in  our  expansive  philanthropy  u grant 
them  privileges,  refused  to  our  town  native  born  ci- 
tizens, then,  to  be  s.urc,  there  would  be  no  necessity 
of  such  a  proviso  as  he  had  proposed;  but  if  Con- 
gress leg  i  dated  on  any  thing  like  a  principle  of  na- 
tionality, it  it  proposed  to  recognise  any  distinc  ion 
"between  foreigners  and  natives,  then  surely  the 
amendment  was  proper  and  reasonable.  Eke, 
what  was  there  to  prevent  foreigners  actually  t>> 
form  colmies  in  the  midst  of  our  country?  to  avail 
themselves  of  all  the  benefits  extended  by  our  laws 
without  the  least  thought  or  intention  of  ever  as- 
suming ,the  responsibilities  of  American  citizens? 
There  were  already  many  foreigners  of  this  de- 
scription in  our  country;  there  wera  many  mer- 
chant in  our  great  cities  who  were  ever  ready  and 
on  the  alert  to  grasp  at  every  privilege  our  legisla- 
tion would  permit  to  thciA,  but  who  were  not  citi- 
zens with  us,  and  never  intended  to  be.  Before  he 
would  grant  to  a  foreigner  the  privilege  pro\  ided 
by  this  bill,  he  would  record  evidence  of  the  man's 
intention  to  become,  naturalized.  Was  this  too 
much  to  require?  The  Senate  had  hern  told  that 
to  all  those  who  fled  from  oppression-  in  the  old 
world  we  were  to  grant — wha:?  Otir  own  land.*-? 
That  was  the  amount  of  it.  But  this  was  what  he 
was  not  prepare  i  to  do.  It  had  been  urged  that  we 
were  under  obligation  to  do  this  to  foreigners,  be- 
cause they  presented  their  breasts  as  a  bulwark  to 
guard  us  against  the  ravage  foe  upon  our  frontier. 
When,  and  where,  had  wemade  foreign  breasts  the 
bulwark  of  our  safely?  What!  and  was  it  come  to 
this,  that  oar  citizens  had  to  rely  on  the  breasts  of  fo- 
reigners for  their  protection?  No,  no,  no.  Thingshad 
not  come  to  that  pass.  The  American  people  were 
not  yel  reduced  so  low  as  to  be  forced  to  offer  me r- 
cenaiy  rewards  to  strangers  and  foreigners  to  <»x- 
pose  their  bosoms  as  a  rampart  to  defend  us — against 
whom?    Not  against  a  world  in  arms  would  he 


seek  such  a  bulwark  for  protection,  mueh  less 
against  a  hon'e  of  naked  savages.  This  might  do 
to  be  used  in  argument;  it  made  a  very  pretty  figure 
in  a  speech;  but  he  could  not  "think  that  gentlemen 
were  quite  in  earnest  when  they  urged  such  a  con- 
sideration ai  that  on  the  Senate.  No,  no;  we  want- 
ed no  such  equivalent  for  our  lands;  what  we  chose 
te  grant  we  would  grant  freely,  and  not  encumber 
it  with  a  condition  of  defending  us  against  the  In- 
dians on  our  border.  All  he  would  require  was  a 
simple  pledge  of  intention  to  become  one  of  our- 
selves;  to  share  the  rights  and  responsibilities  of 
American  citizens.    Could  less  be  asked  than  thi  ? 

As  to  the  second  branch  of  the  amendment,  viz: 
the  requirement  of  an  oath  that  the  estate  of  the 
applicant  for  a  pre-emption  did  not  exceed  $500 — 
what  objection  could  there  be  to  it?  The  authors 
of  the  bill  had  thrown  the  "log  cabin"  feature  ih'o 
it  expressly  to  show,  as  he  supposed,  that  the  bill 
was  to  be  enacted  for  the  benefit  of  the  pcor  man. 
He  * anted  it  to  be  so  in  fact  and  in  truth.  He 
did  not  want  a  law  to  make  rich  men  richer,  but  to 
furnish  a  home  to  the  irda^irions  mai  who  wanted 
to  live  and  to  work.  It  was  important  that  there 
should  be  some  limitation  to  the  operation  of  the 
bill:  oiherwise,  under  the  pretext  of  giving  a  home 
to  the  poor  and  laboring  man,  the  law  would  ope- 
rate in  fact  for  the  benefit  of  the  grasping  land 
speculator.  By  a  curious  coincidence  enough,  it 
had  happened  yesterday,  that  while  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Clay]  was  advocating  and 
urging  the  bill  upon  the  Senate,  he  (Mr.  Crtttehdbn) 
received  a  letter  from  an  old  friend  and  constituent, 
inquiring  with  evident  anxiety  whether  there  was 
not  a  great  pre-emption  bill  to  pass  this  session; the 
letter  stated  that  throughout  that  country  there  was 
a  great  movement  ameng  the  people;  men  of  sub- 
stanre  w?  re  quilting  gcod  houses  and  settlements, 
and  removing,  with  the  hope  of  pcting  richer,  on 
te  newv  lands.  This  was  under  the  idea  that  now, 
as  heretofore,  the  prc-emptiou  law  would  require 
actual  revidence  and  settlement.  The  writer  added 
that  he  made  the  inquiry  more  particularly,  be- 
cause there  lay  near  his  present  residence  a  piece 
of  very  good  land,  and  if  he  was  sore  such  a  bill 
was  to  pass,  he  would  at  once  break  up  and 
remove  to  this  new  tract.  The  letter  stated 
that  the  removals  were  very  numerous — in  fact, 
that  there  s'emed  a  general  movement  through 
all  that  part  if  the  country.  Not  only  log  cabins 
of  the  best  description,  but  in  some  cases  gpod 
brick  houses,  were  abandoned  that  their  owners 
might  avail  themselves  of  the  expected  pre-emp- 
tion law  to  enrich  themselves  and  thrr  children. 
Now  it  never,  sure  y,  conld  be  the  intention  of  the 
Senate  to  grant  prc-'mptions  to  men  of  this  de- 
scriprion;and  if  not,  the  bill  ought  to  be  limited  and 
guarded,  tn  order  that  it  misht  effectually  exclude 
those  who  wai'ed  for  such  a  law,  that  they  might 
use  it  as  an  engine  to  increase  their  wealth. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  if  the  amendment  of  the  Se- 
r.a'or  from  Kentucky  failed,  he  should  propose  an 
amendment  t  >  remedy  the  evil  by  preventing  the 
acquisition  of  a  pre-emption  right,  by  any  person 
who  should  be  thi  owner  of  any  land,  and  should 
qnit  it  to  live  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  c*>uld  not  have  supposed  that 
the  few  incidental  remarks  which  he  had  made  on 
the  question  which  wa^  yesterday  decided  by  the 
Senate,  won  Id  have  brought  out  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crittenden]  or  any  other  Senator, 
in  reply  to-day.  He  had  no  right,  however,  to 
complain  of  this,  and  wis  only  sorry  that  he  (Mr. 
B  )  was  now  compelled,  in  self-defence,  to  make  a 
few  observations  in  reply  to  his  remarks.  It  had 
been  his  purpose  not  to  utter  a  single  word  on  the 
general  subject  of  pre-emptions,  which  bad  been  so 
often  discussed  by  him  before;  but  to  content  him- 
self by  merely  giving  bis  silent  vote  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  B.  should  neither  vote  for  the  first  nor  the 
second  clause  of  the  Senator's  amendment.  He 
went  against  the  whole  and  each  of  its  parts.  In 
relation  to  the  first -clause,  he  held  that  the  foreigner 
who  penetrated  to  the  Western  frontier  of  our  vast 
country,  and  there  settled  upon  and  cultivated  a 
tract  of  land,  presented  the  clearest  proof,  an 4  that 
by  the  most  decisive  action*,  of 'his  intention  to 
become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.    How -can 
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it  be  contended  that  this  was  no  proof  of  such  an 
intention?  Toe  whole  eondaet  of  such  a  man 
manifested  that  'he  was  determined  to  live  and  to 
die  by  the  soil.  In  what  other  manner  could  he 
give  stronger  proof  of  his  devotion  to  onr  institutions 
than  to  have  transferred  his  heme  from  his  native 
country  to  the  far  West,  and  there  to  have  felled 
the  forest  and  erected  a  dwelling  (he  would  not  say 
a  log  cabin,  for  he  had  no  reason  to  be  remarkably 
partial  to  that  name,)  for  himself  and  his  family? 
tie  thus  acquired,  not  the  titli  to  the  tract  of  land 
which  he  had  selected,  but  merely  the  right  to  pur- 
chase and  pay  for  it  at  the  Government  price,  in 
preference  to  all  other  persons.  If  he  should  prove 
unable  to  do  this,  his  labor  was  all  forfeited.  Mr. 
B.  could  assure  the  Senator,  that  from  such  aliens 
as  these,  he  need  apprehend  no  danger  of  foreign 
inflneoce.  These  pioneer  farmers  were  not  the 
men  from  whom  we  had  any  thing  to  dread.  He 
should  never  consent  to  destroy  the  title  of  such  a 
man,  after  he  had  paid  for  his  land,  and  thus  to 
render  air  his  toils  and  privations  unavailing, 
merely  because  through  negligence  he  might  not 
have  gone  to  a  court  of  justice,  and  made  a  formal 
declaration  of  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  before  his  actual  settlement 
commenced.  No,  never !  His  judgment  and  his 
feelings  wonld  equally  revolt  against  such  an  act. 

He  (Mr.  B.)  could  hot  understand  the  opposi- 
tion which  had  been  manifested  in  certain  quarters 
to  foreigners,  who  had  sought  a  refuge  and  a  home 
in  our  country.  Had  they  not  materially  assisted 
in  achieving  our  independence?  In  the  days  of 
the  Revolution  no  such  jealousy  was  felt  towards 
the  brave  Irishman,  Frenchmen,  and  Germans, 
who,  side  by  side  with  our  native  citizens,  had 
fought  the  battles  of  liberty.  On  the  contrary,  he 
had  no  doubt,  it  was  from  a  grateful  sense  of 
these  services,  that  it  had  ever  been  the  Fettled 
policy  of  the  Government  to  allow  them  to  pur- 
chase our  vacant  lands  upon  the  same  terms  with 
American  citizens. 

Was  thore  no  reason  for  pursuing  the  same  po- 
licy at  the  present  day?  Was  it  not  clearly  our 
interest  as  a  nation  to  permit  such  emigrants  to 
purchase,  and  possess  our  vacant  lands,  and  thus 
establish  a  line  of  defence  on  our  frontier  against 
the  incursions  of  the  savage  enemy?  This  was  a 
wise  policy  which  he  trusted  might  never  be  aban- 
doned. 

But  the  Senator  [Mr.  Crittenden]  made  light 
of  the  danger  from  the  hordes  of  savages,  which, 
wisely  or  unwisely,  had  been  collected  on  our 
Western  frontier;  and  he  thought  it  was  degrading 
to  American  citizens  to  be  pro  eded  and  defended 
by  any  foreigner  not  yet  naturalized. 

Mr.  B.  believed  that  the  danger  was  one  which 
might  well  be  apprehended  even  by  the  bravest  men. 
Some  twenty  or  thirty  the  usand  Indiin  warriors, 
he  did  not  recollect  the  number  exactly,  cow  oc- 
cupied the  country  along  the  Western  line  of  the 
States  of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  Louisiana. 
There  they  were,  and  there  they  must  remain,  or 
the  national  faith  must  be  violated.  They  had 
been  almost  literally  driven  to  that  frontier  from 
their  native  homes  in  the  interior  of  the  States, 
with  all  the  hostile  feelings  and  wounded  pride 
which  our  conduct  towards  them  naturally 
inspired.  At  any  time,  at  all  times,  there  was 
danger  of  a  united  war  being  waged  by  these 
savages  against  our  frontier  settlement*.  We 
all  know  that  it  is  the  nature  of  the  Indian  to  brocd 
over  his  vengeance,  and  (o  strike  the  most  dread- 
ful blow*  hen  his  enemy  least  ezrects  it.  Was 
it  not  then  clearly  the  policy  of  the  Government  to 
increase  the  number  of  inhabitants  on  that  frontier? 
And  if  an  Irish,  a  German,  or  a  French  emigrant 
thought  proper  to  settle  there,  was  he  (Mr.  B.)  to 
be  censured  for  having  declared  that  their  bosoms 
would  become  bulwark*  against  the  incursions  of 
our  savage  enemy?  These  brave  men  would  al- 
ways be  ready  to  die  in  defence  of  those  pos- 
sessions which  this  QuVjrnment  had  permitted 
them  first  to  improve  and  ihen  to  purchase. 

Bat  the  Senator  thought  it  would  be  degrading  to 
Americans  to  resort  to  such  a  defence.  Mr.  B 
well  knew  that  ".he  blood  of  Douglas  could  pro- 
tect itself."  He  knew  that  our  own  cit  zens  could 
defend  their  country;  but  how   they   could   be 


degraded  by  fighting  in  the  same  ranks  with  fo- 
reigners, as  our  Revolutionary  forefathers  had  done, 
he  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  This  was  a 
species  of  exalted  pride  which  he  could  not  under- 
stand. And  this,  too,  when  these  foreigners  united 
with  our  own  citizens,  were  defending  their  com- 
mon possessions  and  their  homes.  It  was  certain 
that  such  men  would  become  citizens  as  soon  as 
they  could  under  our  naturalization  laws*,  but  if 
any  of  them,  either  ignorantly  or  from  negligence, 
had  omitted  to  make  a  formal  declaration  of  their 
intention  to  this  effect,  he  wou'd  never  deprive 
them  of  their  privilege  of  pre-emption,  and  drive 
them  from  their  homes  for  this  reason.  He  could 
not,  therefore,  give  his  support  to  the  first  dame 
of  the  Senator's  amendment.  On  the  second 
clause  of  the  amendment,  he  should  tay  nothing, 
as  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary,  aod  would  not, 
therefore,  protract  the  debate,  into  which  he  had 
entered  with  much  reluctance. 

Mr.  CRITIENDEN  would  offer  but  a  few 
words  in  reply,  rather  to  what  the  Senator  had 
insinuated,  than  to  what  he  had  actually  said. 
The  gentleman  seemed  greatly  surpised  that  thore 
should  be  manifested  in  certain  quarters  so  great  a 
hostility  to  foreigners.  He  did  not  really  under- 
stand what  the  Senator  mean*.  He  had  not  said 
one  word  derogatory  to  foreigner?;  be  had  neither' 
said  nor  insinuated  any  thin?  like  it.  It  was  his 
idea'thatthe  Consti'ution,  by  the  liberality  of  its 
provisions,  offered  an  asylum  and  protection  to 
the  oppressed  of  all  countries;  but  it  was  re- 
versing the  whole  matter,  and  changing  our 
entire  attitude,  when  we  offered  to  grant  them 
a  pre-emption  title  to  land  ameng  us  that  they 
might  come  and  be  our  bulwark  against  the  In- 
dians. Such  a  position  wai  against  our  national 
pride;  it  was  degrading  to  tell  all  the  world  that  we 
would  grant  them  privileges  in  the  hope  that  tbey 
would  prceent  their  breasts  as  a  bulwark  to  defend 
us  from  danger.  Was  this  language  for  Ameri- 
cans? Not  that  it  was  degrading  to  us  that  foreign- 
ers should  mingle  with  our  own  people  in  defend- 
ing the  country  from  a  common  enemy — not  at 
all,  there  was  nothing  degrading  in  it.  But  he 
would  not  hold  this  out  as  a  motive  to  invi  e  them 
to  our  shores.  He  would  not  offer  them  land  for 
being  our  rampart  against  our  foes.  He  entertain- 
ed no  spirit  of  hostility  toward  them;  far  from  it: 
but  he  made  a  distinction  between  them  and  our 
own  home-born  American  citizens.  Did  the  Sena- 
tor hold  them  both  alike?  Did  he  feel  no  greater 
affection,  did  he  acknowledge  no  greater  obligation 
to  our  own  citizens  than  to  ~  foreigners?  If  not, 
why  bad  we  passed  naturalization  laws?  Did 
they  recognise  no  difference  between  the  two? 
Was  it  not  the  policy  of  every  Government  and 
every  nation  upon  earth  to  draw  such  a  distinc- 
tion? 

But  it  was  said  by  the  Senator  that  actoal  settle- 
ment on  the  public  lands  was  better  evidence  of  an 
intention  to  become  an  American  citizen  than  any 
forms  prescribed  by  our  naturalization  law?;  if  so, 
would  it  not  be  better  at  once  to  repeal  all  our  pre- 
sent laws  touching  naturalization,  and  substitute 
this'better  evidence?11  Would  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  think  it  good  policy  to  declare  that 
if  any  foreigner  would  go  upon  our  puMic  lands 
and  go  to  work  cuttiiig  down  trees,  he  should  forth- 
with be  declaied  an  American  citjzen?  He  (Mr. 
Crittenden)  supposed  he  would  hardly  advance 
such  a  position.  It  was  particularly  surprising  to 
him  that  there  should  be  in  certain  quarters  such 
extreme  sensitiveness  and  such  a  strong  dread  of 
interference  in  our  concerns  by  foreigners  who 
held  a  petty  interest  in  some  petty  bank  among  us, 
when,  at  the  same  time,  there  was  nothing  at  all 
of  that  feeling  at  the  id^aof  granting  landed  privi- 
leges in  our  country  to- foreigners  who  would  not 
even  express  an  intention  to  become  American 
citizens.  If  a  foreiguer,  an  alien,  could,  with  his 
foreign  character  never  cast  off,  and  without  re- 
cording an  intention  to  become  naturalized,  obtain 
privileges  not  granted  to  our  own  native  born 
citizens,  did  this  involve  no  danger  of  fo- 
reign influence?  It  seemed  not.  The  gentle- 
man could  view  this  with  perfect  -composure; 
but  let  a  foreigner,  residing  far  from  our 
limits,   hold  a  share  in  one  of  oar  banks,  and  it 


excited  at  once  a  mighty  alarm  1    Now,  he  did  net 
hold  that  the  privilege  proposed  to  be  conferred  fcy 
this  bill,  if  extended  even  to  foreigners,  would  pre. 
sent  any  just  cause  of  alarm;  but  he  was  opposed 
to  it .  on  principle.    The  soil  of  the  United  8tatei 
belonged  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Statet.    DiA 
it  not?    It  was  their  own  property  out  and  out. 
The  right  of  holding  it  had  been  conferred  upon 
citizens,  native  and  naturalized,  but  it  was  no  part 
of  our  policy  to  grant  the  same  right  to  foreigners, 
and  especially  to  such  as  refused  even  to  declare 
that  it  was  their  intention   ever  to  become  natu- 
ralized amongst  u?.    He  would  put  a  case  by  way 
of  illustra'ion.    We  possessed  a  widely  extended 
country.    It  spread  from  sea  to  sea,  and  there  was 
a  portion  of  it  under  the  more  immediate  care  of 
his  friend  from  Missouri  near  him,  [Mr.  Limb;]  he 
meant  that  part  of  it  which  lay  beyond  the  Rocky 
mountains  and  round  about  (he  mouth  of  the  Coram* 
bia  river,  a  region  represented  by  some  gentlemen  is 
a  terrestrial  paradise.  Now  if  the  bill  should  pass  ia 
its  present  shape,  what  should  prevent  foreigners 
from  coming  there,  erecting  their  log  cabins,  claim- 
ing the  right  to  the  soil,  and  selling  it  to  whom 
they  pleased?    This  might  certainly  be  done.   As 
to  the  probability  of  such  a  event,  there  might  be  a 
difference  of  opinion.    Bnt  under  the  bill  it  might 
be  done.    But  the  gentleman  says  that  this  is  Ug 
cabin  doctrine.    Ah,  the  gentleman  did  not  under- 
stand what  the  log  cabin  docrine  meant.    These 
foreigners  who  do  not  intend  to  become  Ame- 
rican  citizen?,    are   not  the    sort  of  log  cabin 
men  we  wish  to  provide  for.     The  bill,  indeed, 
makes    it    a   condition    that    the    settler   shall 
build  a  log  cabin;  but  it  does  not  define  what  awt 
of  a  log  cabin  it  shall  be.    Now,  the  sort  of  log  ca- 
bin which  a  gocd  Whig  or  Harrison  man  would 
put  up  for  his  dwelling  is  one  thing,  and  that  log 
cabin  which  a  foreigoer  would  erect  as  a  mere  pre- 
text to  obtain  a  color  of  title 'is  a  very  different 
thing.    The  one  must  be  some  thirty  or  forty  feet 
square,  and  comfortable  a1  that.    The  other  is  a 
hovel,  a  den  jdei  big  enough  for  a  man  to  creep  in 
on  all  fours.    If  we  adopt    the  amendment,  we 
surely  do  the  foreigner  no  injustice.    The  moment 
he  sets  foot  upon  our  soil  we  welcome  him  at  once 
to  all  the  privileges  of  an  American  citiztn,  pro- 
vided he  will  simply  declare,  and  put  the  declara- 
tion on  record,  that  he  means  to  become  such. 
This  is  all  we  ask.    Ln  him  do  this,  and  "without 
money  and  without  price11  we  give  him  at  once  all 
the  privileges  and  advantages  of  our  own  native 
born  ci'iz?n*    He  has  at  once  the  right  to  acquire 
lands  and  to  engage  in  all  the  pursuits  conducive 
to  bis  happiness.    Where  else  under  the  sun  eaa 
he  obtain  such  rights  on  such  terms?    Nowhere. 
But  all  this  is  not  sufficient.    The  gentleman  waats 
to  go  further,  and  to  invest  htm  with  these  fights 
withont  his  making  so  much  as  a  declaration  that 
it  is  bis  purpose  to  become  a  citizen.    The  gentle- 
man fears  ihat  his  foreign  friend  may  have  omitted 
this    through    mere   inadvertenc,    or  from  not 
knowing  that  it  ia  necessary,  but  surely,   before 
a  man  gets  land  by  virtue  of  a  pre-emption  law, 
he  will  at  least  read  *be  law  on   which   he  de- 
pends for  his  title.    It  might  perhaps- be  complain- 
ed  of*s  a  hardship  to  the  foreigner  if  we  withheld 
this  right  from  him  during  all  the  years  he  is  re* 
quired  by  law  to  reside  within  the  United  States  be- 
fore he  can  obtain  the  privilege  of  naturalization. 
But  this  I  do  not  propose  to  do.     All  I  require  is 
the  legal  evidence  that  (he  man  intends  to  become 
an  American  citizen.    Let  him  give  me  this,  and  I 
am  witling  at  once  to  instate  him  in  all  the  privi- 
leges we  ourselves  enjoy.    This  surely  is  as  little 
as  we  can  do  in  justice  to  oar  own  citizen?. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  say  a  few  words  in 
reply.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  is  a  good  lo- 
gician^  and,  unless  he  were  closely  watched,  would 
get  the  better  of  bis  antagonist  even  in  a  bad  cause. 
His  sophistry  up^n  the  present  occasion  consists  ia 
attempting  to  infer  from  my  argument  that  I  was 
in  favor  of  substituting  an  actual  settlement  upon  a 
tract  of  the  public  land  for  the  declaration  of  in- 
ternum required  frcm  every  foreigner  before  he  can 
become  an  American  citizen.  It  would  be  very 
easy  for  the  Senator  to  triumph,  if  he  were  permit- 
ted to  .substitute  his  own  forced  inference,  for  my 
express  declaration    to  the  contrary.    With  this 
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Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  of  cousse  it.  mast  be 
natural  for  him  to  desire  to  escape  as  toon  as  ha 
could  from  any  contest  with  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania;  it  was  one  in  which  of  coarse  he 
could  hope  to  gain  bnt  little.  Yet  be  did  not  ad* 
mit  it  to  have,  been  such  very  bad  logic  that  he 
should  have  imputed  to  him  the  sentiment  of  pre- 
ferring a  settlement  on  the  public  lands  to  a  written 
declaration  before  a  magistrate  as  a  test  on  the 
part  of  a  foreigner  of  an  intention  to  become 
an  American  citizrn.  True,  it  was  not  said  in 
terms  that  he  proposed  so  to  titer  the  law,  bat  the 
Senator  certainly  did  insist  that  the  one  act  afford- 
e  1  better  evidence  than  the  other;  and  if  so,  why 
not  substitute  the  one  for  the  other?  The  Senator 
would  not,  of  course,  oppose  the  obtaining  of  the  best 
evidence;  and  as  he  esteemed  the  cutting  down  of 
some  trees  on  the  public  lands,  and  the  erection  of  . 
a  log  cabin,  that  thereby  a  pre-emption  right  might 
be  obtained,  as  better  evidence  of  Americanism 
than  all  the  forms  which  our  naturalization  could 
furnish,  why  should  not  the  weaker  evidence  be 
dispensed  with,  and  the  stronger  established?  That  / 
the  difference  between  the  Senator  and  himself  was 
simply  this:  the  Senator  was  willing  to  put  the 
foreigner  who  made  no  declaration  of  a  purpose  to 
be  naturalized  on  the  same  footing  with  one  who 
did — on  the|same  footing  with  one  who  had  actual- 
ly become  naturalized,  and  even  with  the  native- 
born  citizen.  He  (Mr.  Crittenden)  did  not.  He 
was  ready  to  give  to  a  foreigner  who  should  be- 
come a  citizen,  according  to  law,  all  the  rights  and 
immunities  of  one  born  in  the  land.  He  would 
allow  to  one  who  had  signified  his  intention  to  be* 
come  such,  greater  consideration  than  to  one  who 
bad  not.  The  Senator  was  for  giving  every  thing 
to  a  foreigner  who  had  made  no  such  declaration. 
He  knew  that  in  time  of  war  we  did  employ  fo- 
reigners in  our  armies;  nor  was  there  in  this  the 
least  degradation.  He  was  willing  *bev  should 
mingle  wi'h  us  in  oatne,  but  be  was  not  willing  to 
invite  them  here  that  they  might  protect  us.  Ob, 
no;  this  was  not  the  bulwark  on  which  he  would 
rely  for  protection.  We  had  other  and  stronger 
defence  to  rely  on;  and  not  until  we  were  reduced 
to  the  last  extremity  would  he  consent  to  tell  the 
world  that  we  looked  to  foreign  aid  as  the  bulwark 
of  our  safety.  The  Senator  was  of  opinion  that 
our  protection  against  foreigners  getting  possession 
of  the  country  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains  was 
the  unextinguished  Indian  title.  Would  the  hono- 
rable gentleman  tell  him  that  all  that  country  was 
actually  under  the  Indian  title?  He  was  not  aware 
that  such  was  the  fact;  he  had  not  till  now  sup- 
posed that  th^e  regions  were  covered  by  even  the 
vaguest  Indian  title.  We  had  heard  of  some  en- 
tire tribes  being  exterminated  by  disease  and  ether 
causes,  and  certainly  the  whole  country  was  not  oc- 
cupied by  Indians.  The  gentleman,  however,  ima- 
gined Indians  to  be  onr  bulwark  against  foreigners, 
and  in  the  same  breath  was  for  granting  to  foreign- 
ers the  right  of  pre-emption. 

The  gentleman  had  told  the  Senate  that  this  was 
not  the  sort  of  foreign  influence  which  he  feared. 
Neither  did  he  fear  it.  It  was  not  from  fear  that 
he  had  introduced  his  amendment;  but  as  a  matter, 
of  principle  and  sound  public  policy.  The  Sena* 
tor,  however,  was  terribly  afraid,  indeed,  of  those 
formidable  European  millionaires  who  came  among 
us  only  to  drain  our  strength  and  suck  our  blood. 
While  the  Senator  was  speaking  so  feelingly  on  this 
subject,  he  could  not  but  be  reminded  of  the 
Spanish  proverb:  "Many  a  man  who  cornea 
for  wool  goes  away  shorn."  He  thought  that 
some  of  these  European  capitalist  could  perhaps 
tell  him  so.  The  gentleman  was  much  terrified  at 
the  thought  of  the  millionaire  who  sat  in'  his 
splendid  place  in  London  the  owner  of  some  stock 
in  an  American  bank.  The  Senator  seemed  to  ap- 
prehended that,  like  an  electric  rod,  this  little 
amount  of  American  bank  stock  might  prove  the 
conductor  to  such  amount  of  foreign  infla«nce  as 
would  electrify  the  whole  land,  and  threaten  to 
blow  up  all  our  institutions;  and  yet  the  honorable  , 
Senator  was  going  to  vote  for  a  bill  which  would 
place  an  Englishman,  a  proud  and  haughty 
Englishman,  who  considered  that  allegiance  to 
Ctueen  Victoria  was  his  chief  glory,  and  her  autho- 
rity the  only  one  to  which  a  Briton  ooght  to  bow. 


view,  he  triumphantly  asks  if  I  would  be  willing  to 
change  our  naturalization  laws  by  rendering  a  re- 
sidence on  our  vacant  lands  equivalent  to  the  de- 
claration of  intention  which,  these  laws  require? 
Now,  I  ask  him  in  return,  have  I  ever  said  that  I 
would?  Have  I  ever  intimated  any  such  inten- 
tion? On  the  contrary,  have  I  not  expressly  de- 
dared  that  I  would  not  grant  to  any  foreigner  the 
elective  franchise  until  he  had  become  a  natural- 
ized citizen  under  our  laws?  Whilst  I  should  not, 
with  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  deny  to  the  fo- 
reigner the  right  of  the  pre  eruption  which  he  has 
fairly  acquired  by  the  dangers  and  privations  en- 
countered m  making  a  settlement  on  your  remote 
frontier,  I  would  not,  for  this  reasan,  confer  upon 
him  the  high  political  privileges  of  an  American 
citizen.  The  Senator's  argument,  therefore,  in 
this  particular,  falls  to  the  ground.  It  has  no 
foundation,  ia  any  thing  which  I  said,  to  rest  upon. 
The  right  elf  pre-emption  is  one  thing;  bat  the  high 
privilege  of  becoming  an  American  citizen  is  ano- 
ther and  entirely  different  matter. 

And  what,  after  all,  is  this  great  privilege  of  pre- 
emption? To  what  does  it  amount?  What  if  i's 
intrinsic  value?  It  is  merely  a  contest  between  the 
speculator  and  the  actual  settler,  as  to  whether  the 
former  shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  the  spots  of 
land  Improved  and  rendered  valuable  by  the  toil  of 
the  latter.  Our  experience  has  demonstrated  (hat 
the  average  excess  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands 
advertised  and  sold  at  pnblic  sale,  in  pursuance  of 
the  President*  proclamation,  is  not  more  than  two 
or  three  cents  per  acre  above  the  fixed  price  of  the 
Government  at  private -sale. 

What,  then,  is  the  privilege  granted  to  the  set- 
tler who  goes -into  (he  wilderness,  clears  away  the 
forest*  and  there  establishes  Irs  home?  Does  this 
bill  offer  such  a  man  a  donation?  Not  at  all.  Does 
it  give  him  the  land  as  a  bounty?  No  sueh  thing. 
The  privilege  it  confers  is  that  he  shall  hot  be 
driven  from  his  humble  home  by  the  speculator. 
Thistmgfcy  privihgeis  that  he  shall  pay  for  his 
land  the  price  fixed  by  law,  which  may  be  less,  by 
two  or  three  cents  per  acre,  than  it  would  command 
at  pnbtie  ca'e;  and  that  after  be  has  paid  for  it,  he 
shall  hold  it.  And  why,  at 'this  late  day,  for  the 
first  date  in  your  history,  should  jou  make  an 
odious  distinction,  in  this  small  matter,  between  the 
settler,  who  had  drawn  his  first  breath  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  American  ciiaen?  No 
such  distinction  had  ever  existed  heretofore,  and 
no  complaint  had  ever  been  uttered  by  those  di- 
rectly interested,  that  this  trifline  privilege  had  been 
conferred  upon  foreigners.  If  the  Senator  bad 
carefully  read  the  history  of  his  country— I  mean 
on  this  particular  point — 1  myself  nave  not,  but 
the  fact  has  been  furnished  to  me  by  one  who  has— 
what  would  he  have  found  in  relation  to  these  ujw 
despised  foreigners? 

[Hne  Mr.  Qihttkndeh  denied  that  he  had  spo- 
ken of  them  as  "despised  foreigners.'"] 

Mr.  Bucaiwiif  said  I  know  be  has  not;  but  if  he 
had  understood  the  honorable  Senator  correctly,  he 
had  spoken  with  indignation  against  using  the  bo- 
dies of  foreigners  as  a  barrier  on  our  frontiers 
against  the  incursions  of  the  savage  foe,  and  con- 
sidered it  a  degradation  to  our  own  cit  zens  to  in- 
voke the  aid  of  such  defender?.  If  the  Senator 
had  read  the  history  of  his  country,  he  would  have 
found  that  the  Revolutionary  Congress,  *'in  the 
times  that  tried  men's  souls,"  had  invited  those  fo- 
reigners to  enlist  under  our  banners,  and  bad 
offered  them  not  a  mere  pre-emption  right, 
hat  a  bounty  in  lauds,  with  the  privilege  of 
at  once  becoming  American  citizens.  Here  Mr. 
B.  read  the  acts  of  Goneress  of  Aogu  t  14h,  and 
August  37,  1776,  from  the  first  volume  and  first 
page  of  the  land  laws.  These  acts  manifested  the 
estimation  in  which  foreigners,  who  were  willing  to 
fight  in  the  cause  of  independence,  were  at  that 
day  held  by  the  Revolutionary  Congress.  He  could 
'  not  be  mistaken  in  believing  that  it  was  far  differ- 
ent from  the  estimate  now  placed  upon  them  by 
the  8enator  from  Kentucky.  Now,  said  Mr.  B.  I 
desire  to  make  ne  political  capital  out  of  any 
question  of  this  nature.  I  wish  only  to  act  towards 
those  foreigners  who  may  have  settled  or  shall  set- 
tle upon  our  public  lands,  upon  the  principles  of 
'  and  immutable  justice.     Nothing  more. 


From  the  beginning  it  has  been  our  policy  to  per- 
mit foreigners  to  purchase  and  settle  upon  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  I  shall  not  now,  for  the  first  time, 
establish  an  odious  distinction  against  them,  in  a 
pre-emption  bill.  I  will  not  now,  at  this  late  day, 
repeal  the  established  policy  of  the  country,  but  in 
this  partico'ar  shall  pursue  the  system  adopted  by 
the  wisdom  of  our  predecessors. 

But  the  Senator  has  asked  me  why  I  am  so  wil- 
ling to  accord  these  privileges,  and  yet  am  "so 
jealous  of  foreigners  holding  a  little  stock  in  a  pet- 
ty little  bank.'*  This  question  I  shall  endeavor  to 
answer.  Sir,said  Mr.  B.  this  is  the  class  of  foreigners 
who  do  produce  alarm  in  my  mind, — ihey  excite 
my  terror.  [Mr.  Benton:  u Ye?, the  millionaires.*'] 
These  are  not  the  men  who  fly  from  poverty  and 
oppression  abroad,  and  settle  in  our  country  to 
share  in  its  toils  as  well  as  i  s  advantages.  They 
are  not  the  poor  pre-emptioners  of  the  West,  who 
have  indissolnbly  fixed  their  fate  with  ours,  and 
have  no  other  human  hope  bnt  to  live  and  die  upon 
our  soil.  No  sir,  ne.  Very  far  from  it.  The 
foreign  stockholders  in  our  banks  have  no  intention 
of  becoming  American  citizens.  Their  object  is 
to  increase  their  own  fortune  by  the  spoils  of  our 
land,  to  suck  our  young  life  blood  for  the  purpose 
of  strengthening  and  invigorating  the  decaying  in- 
stitutions of  other  countries.  They  seek  to  ac- 
quire a  political  influence  over  us,  that  they  may 
turn  it  to  their  own  advantage  and  our  destruction. 
Of  such  a  foreign  influence  I  confess  that  I  am 
jealous.  I  firmly  believe  that  the  day  on  which 
you  shall  establish  a  tew  National  Bank  in  this 
country,  with  a  capital  of  ot»e  hundred  millions  of 
dollars,  and  with  the  power  of  spreading  its 
branches  over  every  portion  of  the  Union, and  more 
especially  if  you  shall  permit  foreigners  to  bold  the 
stock,  will  be  the  darkest  and .  most  portentous 
which  has  ever  shone  upon  the  Republic.  From 
that  day  we  shall  most  probably  forfeit  not  only 
our  liberty  but  our  independence.  You  will  then 
concentrate  and  fortify  a  central  money  power, 
foreign  and  domestic,  in  this  country,  which  will 
exercise  a  controlling,  an.  overwhelming  influence 
over  its  destinies.  Senators  themselves  may  live 
to  roe  the  day  when  Ihey  called  such  a  vast,  such 
an  irresponsible  power,  into  existence.  It  is  such 
a  foreign  influence  that  I  dread,  and  not  that  of  the 
"log  cabin  men"  of  the  far  West,  (I  thought  I 
never  should  have  used  the  expression,)  whose  for- 
tune and  whose  fate  are  necessarily  identified  with 
that  of  -the  country.  It  is  the  foreign  millionaire, 
who  seeks  to  control  the  politics  of  the  country  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  his  own  interest  and  in- 
creasing bis  own  fortune,  of  whom  Republicans 
here  and  every  where  ought  to  b   jealous. 

The  Senator  had  said,  and  he  appeared  to  place 
some  stress  on  the  argument,  that  our  vast  country 
beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains  might  be  settled  by 
foreigners  under  this  law,  and  they  might  sell  it  out 
to  every  body  and  any  body  ihey  thought  proper. 
But  this  country  could  not  be  settled  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  present  bill,  until  the  Indian  title 
should  be  extinguished  ;  and  when  the  Indian  title 
shall  be  extinguished  ia  that  region,  Congress  may 
then  establish  such  laws  for  its  settlement  as  may 
be  suitable  to  its  condition  The  Senator  has  gone 
far  away  for  this  argument.  It  will  be  a  long  time, 
notwithstanding  the  sanguine  expectation  of  some 
Senator*,  before  this  can  become  a  practical  ques- 
ion.  Before  that  day,  it  i*  probable  that  bo'h  the 
Senator  and  myself  will  have  passed  from  the  the* 
atre  of  public  action.  In  regard  to  this  remote 
question,  which  has  been  invoked  as  an  argument 
to  affect  the  present  interests  and  policy  rf  the 
country,  he  would  answer,  in  (he  words  of  the 
other  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay]  on  a 
late  memorable  occasion.  When  he  was  appealed  to 
a  few  days  ago  to  inform  the  country  what  he  in- 
tended to  introduce  as  a  substitute  for  the  Inde- 
pendent Treasury,  in  case  he  thonid  succeed  in 
repea'iipg  it,  his  answer  was,  'Sufficient  for  the  day 
is  the  evil  thereof. n  We  mutt  not  look  too  far 
ahead.  When  the  time  shall  arrive  for  considering 
the  Oregon  question,  I  hope  there  will  be  sufficient 
wisdom  in  Congress  to  fettle  it  aright.  We  are 
yet  far  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains; and  hordes  of  Indians  occupy  the  interven- 
ing space. 
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on  the  same  footing  with  the  native  born  Ameri- 
can  citizen.  Of  the  inflaecce  of  such  men  here  on 
oar  soil  the  Senator  entertained  not  the  smallest 
apprehension,  bat  seemed,  on  the  contrary,  rather 
disposed  to  cherish  and  increase  it,  to  fortify  it  by 
privileges,  and  nurture  it  with  all  aids  and  appli- 
ances which  law  could  supply.  Snch  men  he  in- 
vited to  enter  the  bo.com  of  our  land  to  become 
lords  of  the  coil;  but  the  man,  who,  kept  at  three 
thousand  miles  distant,  with  all  the  broad  ocean 
between  him  and  us,  him  the  Senator  feared  great- 
ly. Well,  he'  (Mr.  CRrrrENDEH)  would  not  dis- 
pute the  matter.  Some  men  were  so  constituted 
that  that  appeared  very  formidable  to  them  which 
gave  other  men  no  uneasiness  at  all,  and  one  might 
as  well  dispute  about  tastes  as  to  argue  wiih  men's 
fears. 

As  to  the  question  of  a  National  Bank  with  a  ca- 
pital of  a  hundred  millions,  which  the  Senator  told 
them  was  to  subvert  American  liberty,  and  make 
us  all  the  slaves  of  a  great  moneyed  power,  he 
would  not  now  enter:  but  he  might  as  well  tell  the  . 
gentle  man  at  once  that  he  shou'd  rejoice  in  the 
day,  and  he  believed  the  day  had  come,  when  a 
great  and  overwhelming  majority  of  the  people  of 
United  States  had  become  satisfied  that  a  Nation- 
al Bank  was  the  only  effectual  remedy  against  all 
those  sufferings  under  which  they  bad  been  groan- 
ing for  the  last  twelve  year?.  He  (Mr.  Critten- 
den) was  for  a  Bank  of  the  United  States;  not  for  a 
Bank  with  a  capital  of  a  hundred  millions,  go- 
verned by  Eaglish  millionaires,  but  a  Bank  made 
and  constituted  by  the  people  of  ihe  United  States, 
owned,  regulated,  and  influenced  by  themselves; 
bnt  be  repeated  that  he  would  not  now  g>  into 
that  subject.  The  question,  and  the  onfy  question 
at  present  to  be  decided  was,  whether  we  would  put 
the  foreigner,  who  made  no  declaration  of  his  inten- 
tion to  become  an  American  citizen,  on  the  fame 
footing  with  our  own  citizens-  He  required  some 
evidence,  and  he  asked  for  only  the  smallest  modi- 
cum of  evidence  of  the  man's  intention  to  become 
an  American  citizen.  Give  him  but  this  prelimi 
nary  requisite,  and  he  was  willing  at  once  to  in- 
clude that  man  in  all  the  benefits  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  (he  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky should  not  transfer  thi*  battle  to  the  west  of 
the  Rocky  Mountain*.  With  his  good  leave  we 
shall  keep  for  the  present  on  this  side  of  them. 
The  present  contest  was  on  the  Indian  frontier,  and 
regarded  the  rights  which  foreigners  ought  to  ac- 
quire by  settling  and  cultivating  lands  within  the 
limits  of  our  existing  Siates  and  Territories,  and 
not  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountain*.  And  now,  after 
all  this  discussion,  what  was  the  difference  between 
the  honorable  Senator  and  himself?  Why,  sir,  he 
has  come  more  than  half  round.  He  has  now  be- 
come a  good  pre-emption  man,  and  is  in  favor  of 
granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a.l  foreigners, 
provided  tbey  have  declared  their  intention  to  be- 
come citizens.  But  suppose  the  case  of  a  poor  ig- 
norant foreigner,  not  acquainted  with  the  laws  of 
his  adopted  country,  who  has  gone  upon  your  pub- 
lic land,  cleared  away  the  forest  and  erected  a  home 
for  his  wife  and  his  children — I  a«k,  would  you  de- 
prive such  a  man  of  all  the  benefits  of  this  bill, 
merely  because  he  had  omitted  to  make*  a  formal 
declaration  of  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen? 
I  ask  the  Senator  to  s»y  whether  such  a  man,  for 
such  a  cause,  should  forfeit  his  right  to  become  the 
purchaser  of  this  tract  of  land  in  preference  to  any 
hungry  land  shark  who  was  ready  to  pounce  upon 
it  as  his  prey?  The  que* tion  between  us  has  been 
narrowed  down  to  this  point  at  last.  Now  I  appeal 
to  that  gentleman's  own  heart,  to  say  whether  he 
would  not  decide  it  in  favor  of  the  foreigner.  I 
know  and  feel  that  he  would.  He  can  entertain  no 
serious  purpose  that  such  a  settler  should  forfeit 
his  right  I  am  sure  he  does  not.  And  what,  then, 
is  all  the  mighty  difference  between  us?  After  nil 
our  replies,  and  rejoinders,  and  surrejoinders, 
the  whole  argument  dwindles  down  to  a  mere 
question  of  tweedledum  and  twecdledee.  Can 
the  Senator  make  more  of  i'?  He  is  willing  to 
place  the  foreigner  upon  the  same  footing  with  our 
own  citizens  and  grant  him  every  right  of  pre- 
emption which  they  enjoy,  provided  he  has  gone 
through  therferm  of  placing  upon  record  the  decla- 
ration of  intention  required  by  our  naturalization 


laws.  I  go  one  little  fctcp  further,  and  hold  that  the 
foreigner,  by  making  his  way  to  the  far  West,  and 
settling  upon  the  public  land,  manifests,  by  actions 
which  s\  eak  louder  than  words,  even  a  stronger  .in- 
tention of  becoming  an  American  citizen,  than  if 
he  had  merely  made  the  formal  declaration  re* 
quired;  and  in  such  a  case,  I  a*k,  should  he  forfeit 
his  privilege  on  account  of  this  omission?  Sure  I 
am  that  if  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky 
were  constituted  the  judge,  and  this  question  were 
left  to  his  decision,  he  would  answer,  emphatically, 
no!  He  would  never  decide  that  the  foreigner  who 
has  fettled  on  the  public  land  since  June,  1840,  up- 
on the  faith  of  your  past  legislation,  or  who  shall 
settle  upon  it  hereafter,  shall  forfeit  his  privilege  of 
pre-emption,  and  be  driven  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren from  their  home. 

The  Senator  has  done  me  injustice  in  another 
respect.  I  never  either  said  or  insinuated  that  I 
would  proclaim  to  the  world  that  we  wanted  fo- 
reigners to  come  and  settle  among* t  us,  that  they 
might  protect  us  from  danger.  What  I  did  say 
was,  that  it  had  long  been  the  national  policy,  and 
one  which  I  considered  sound  and  wise,  to  encou- 
rage the  settlement  of  our  frontier  as  speedily  and 
as  densely  as  possible;  and  if  this  sh-  uld  be  done 
in  part  by  foreigners,  then,  in  the  hour  of  danger, 
their  bodies  would  be  our  bulwark  against  a  savage 
foe,  just  as  surely  as  the  breasts  of  onr  own  citi- 
zens. I  cannot  vote  for  his  amendment,  because  1 
am  unwilling  that  an  ignonfnt  man.  who  may  have 
acquired  an  equitable  title  to  a  pre  emption,  shall 
forfeit  it  for  want  of  having  gone  through  a  legal 
f<rm. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  am  anxious  to  escape 
from  any  further  participation  in  this  controversy; 
bnt,  according  to  the  usages  of  the  Senate,  as  I  have 
offered  an  affirmative  proposition,  it  is  necessary 
and  proper  that  I  should  have  the  last  word. 
The  only  disingeenuous  thing  which  the  ho- 
norable Senator  has  said  is  contained  in  his  la«t 
remark,  that  I  am  coming  round,  and,  if  my  amend- 
ment prevails,  shall  vote  for  the  bill.  No;  I  am 
not  committed  to  vote  for  gVanting  a. pre-emption  to 
any  body. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  I  did  not  say  that  the  Se- 
nator would  vote  for  the  bill,  for  I  am  sure  he  will 
not.  I  said  he  would  put  foreigners  on  the  same 
looting' with  American  citizens,  if  they  would  only 
declare, their  intention  to  become  such. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Yesterday  I  was  in  favor 
of  confining  the  benefits  of  this  bill  to  American 
citizens  The  Senate  have  voted  to  extend  them 
to  foreigners.  I  now  move  an  amendment  requir- 
ing a  simple  declaration  of  an  intent  to  be  natu- 
ralized. The  Senator  opposes  it,  and  is  for  potting 
those  who  have  no  legal  or  legitimate  claim  to  this 
bent  fit  at  our  hands  on  the  same  footing  with  oar 
own  citizens,  and  he  says  the  difference  between 
ns  is  a  mere  matter  of  tweedledum  and  tweedledee. 
The  Senator  thinks  it  hard  to  make  a  distinction 
asainst  one  foreigner  merely  because  he  has  omitted 
to  make  any  declaration  of  his  purpose  to  become 
a  citizen.  Why  not  agree  at  once  that  it  is  a 
shame  to  make  a  difference  between  a  foreigner 
and  our  own  citizen  simply  because  he  has  hap- 
pened to  be  born  in  another  country,  and  under  dif- 
ferent allegiance — a  matter  over  which  he  had  no 
sort  of  control?  The  difference  between  such  a 
man  and  a  native  American  is,  in  the  Senator's  es- 
timation, a  mere  matter  of  tweedledum  and  twee- 
dledee. Yet  this  is  the  gentleman  who  is  so 
terribly  afraid  of  foreign  influence.  He  is 
for  making  no  difference  between  an  English- 
man, a  Russian,  a  Frenchman,  and  an  American. 
Now,  the  honorable  Senator  may  excuse  me,  while 
I  have  all  proper  respect  for  foreigners,  if  I  love 
my  own  countrymen  a  little  belter  than  them,  and 
if  I  do  make  a  difference  between  the  foreigner 
who  comes  and  grasps  me  by  the  hand,  and  so- 
lemnly records  bis  declaration  to  cast  in  bis  lot 
with  me,  to  make  my  county  his  county,  my  Go- 
vernment, his  Government,  and  to  «eek  an  inheri- 
tance in  the  soil  for  himself  and  his  children — and 
the  foreigner  who  is  very  willing  to  receive  any  and 
all  the  benefits  we  may  have  to  bestow,  but  who  re- 
fuses to  give  us  the  slightest  pledge  of  his  desire  to 
become  one  of  ourselves.  To  the  gentleman  this 
may  a|l  be  tweedledum  and  tweedledee— to  me,  I 


confe  s,  it  is  matter  of  stroog  and  high  American 
feeling* 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  the 
question  wis  divided  so  as  to  be  put  first  upon  the 
first  part  of  Mr.  Cbjttenobm's  amendment. 

Mr.  PORTER  inquired  whether  the  mofer 
would  not  modify  it  so  far  as  to  allow  a  previoi* 
declaration  made  before  applying  for  the  pre-emp- 
tion to  be  a  valid  fulfilment  of  the  condition  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  assented  to  the  modifica- 
tion proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
amendment  because  such  a  provision  would  be  ut- 
terly useless  if  incorporated  in  the  bill.  The  de- 
claration of  the  intent ien  of  an  individual  to  be- 
come a  citizen,  might  be  made  with  great  troth; 
the  individual  might  then  occupy  land,  and  obtain 
a  title  thereto,  and  then  with  great  sincerity  change 
his  intention.  He  was  opposed  to  all  di&unctions 
of  this  description,  and  when  a  foreigner  reachrd 
our  shores  he  was  willing  to  take  the  chain  from 
his  neck — tvery  link  of  1t. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  it  seemed  to  him  they  were 
making  themselves  active  about  a  question  which 
should  not  be  entertained  by  them;  and  as  it  ap- 
peared to  be  the  intention  to  take  the  question  to- 
night, In  would  state  his  views  respecting  it.  Now, 
after  what  wa*  said  yesterday  about  peculiar  and 
exclusive  privileges,  he  would  a*k  what  was  the 
privilege  proposed  to  be  conferred  by  this  bill?  It 
was,  as  he  understood  it,  the  privilege  to  the  settler 
of  paying  that  price  fonhel&hd  he  occupied,  which 
the  Government  had  chosen  to  fix  as  the  minimum 
price  of  the '  public  lands;  and  he  made  theie  rt- 
marki  that  he  might  not  be  misinterpreted  or  mis- 
understood in  what  he  designed  further  to  say  upon 
thiv  subject.  Was  there,  the  n,  reason  that  tbey  should 
change  all  their  legislation  in  reference  to  the  public 
land?.?  Had  not  every  foreigner,  every  where,  the 
perfect  right  to  go  to  our  land  office  to  purchase 
lands?  and  who  would  inquire  whether  he  was  a 
citizfn,  or  intended  to  make  himself  one?  Who 
would  make  such  an  inquiry?  Where  was  the 
law  proposing  or  authorizing  it?  Two  years  ago 
be  knew  such  a  proposition  was  made  here,  bat  it 
was  rejected.  Why  should  they  make  soch  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  foreigner  and  the  native  citi- 
zen, in  the  pnrcha?*  of  the  public  land?  Tester 
day,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  he  heard  an  appre' 
hension  expressed  that  they  were  about  to  violate 
the  laws  of  the  States,  and  to  force  upon  tbem citi- 
zens against  their  institutions;  but  could  they  do 
that?  Was  it  in  their  power  to  do  i  ?  Suppose 
they  made  a  grant  or  sale  of  land  withia  a  State  to 
a  foreigner,  did  it  prove  that  the  foreigner  couM 
hold  or  transmit  that  property  to  another.  In  his 
own  State,  CNew  Yoik,)  any  fireigner  could  tab 
the  title  to  land,  but  he  coald  not  hold  itasagoiwt 
the  State;  he  could  not  convey  it  by  deed,  and  he 
could  not  transfer  it  by  inheritance.  His  title  va< 
good  against  all  the  world  bat — what?  That  very 
sovereign  power  which,  it  seemed  to  him,  gentle- 
men were  endeavoring  to  protect.  The  United 
States  bad  yielded  to  the  Stales  all  sovereignty  over 
this  domain  by  their  admission  into  the  Union,  and 
they  only  held  the  title  like  a  private  individual, 
and  they  had  the  right  to  convey  in  the  same  man- 
ner; but  suppose  a  foreigner  should  purchase 
from  them,  and  the  law  of  the  Sta'e  did  net 
enable  a  foreigner  to  hold,  or  transmit,  the  title; 
did  their  patent  override  the  law  of  the  State?  No, 
the  foreigner  took  the  tit'e  at  his  peril.  If  he  cho* 
not  to  become  a  citizen  what  was  the  comeqaenret 
He  took  title  for  the  benefit  of  the  State.  The 
lands  would  escheat,  if  he  did  not  qualify  bimsek 
to  hold  and  convey*  Was  it  desirable  then  to  the 
States,  that  wc  should  prohibit  such  purchases? 
So  long  as  the  title  remained  in  the  General  Go- 
vernment, the  power  of  the  State  in  which  it  lay 
did  not  reach  it;  but  the  moment  it  was  conveyed 
to  any  foreigner,  or  to  any  body— to  an  infany 
femmt  convert*,  cr  any  body  alse,  (here  was  an  end 
-of  the  Federal  power,  and  the  question  of  title  was 
with  the  State.  And  were  they  called  upon  te«y 
who  should  or  who  should  not  purchase?  The 
States  have  established  their  own  institutions  to 
please  themselves,  and  should  the  Congress*  oap* 
to  interfere?    Was  there  a  State  in  the  Uni«  n  in 
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which  a  foreigner  cannot  take  the  title  to  land  ? 
If  there  were,  he  knew  it  not — he  never  heard  of 
such  an  instance.  In  England  a  foreigner  can 
take  the  title  to  land,  bat  as  far  as  the  Government 
is  concerned,  he  takes  for  its  benefit,  if  it  chooses 
to  interfere,  Jt  was  not  a  question,  then,  so  far  as 
Congress  was  concerned,  who  shall  hold  and  con- 
vey land;  but  the  question  with  which  they  had 
to  do  was,  who  shall  be  permitted  to  take  the  title? 
It  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  Tieasury  they  sold 
the  land,  and  when  it  was  sold  it  fell  with- 
in the  power  and  jurisdiction,  and  was  sub- 
ject to  the  taxation,  of  tbe  State  in  which 
it  was  situated.  If  the  State  choose  to  s.iy 
that  a  foreigner  may  hold  and  convey,  would  they 
arrest  that  regulation?  And  if  the  State  shonld 
choose  to  say  a  foreigner  shall  not  hold  and  convey 
real  estate  within  it,  they  could  not  say  he  shall. 
The  moment  the  title  was  transferred  to  a  foreigner, 
it  was  in  the  State,  if  the  State  choose  to  avail  it- 
self of  its  technical  right.  Were  they  not,  then, 
agitating  a  qaesiion  which  did  net  belong  to  their 
legislation,  and  with  which  properly  they  had  no 
concern?  An  intimation  was  thrown  out  yester- 
day, that,  to  make  a  foreigner  a  freeholder,  was  in 
substance  and  effect,  to  make  him  a  voter.  Had 
they  power  over  that?  He  thought  they  had  not. 
He  believed  it  was  in  the  power  of  e7ery  State  in 
this  Union  to  prescribe  the  qualifications  of  its  own 
voters,  and  even  to  permit  that  man  to  vote,  if  its 
people  choose,  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United 
State*;  and  he  knew  of  no  power  in  the  Congress 
of  the  Uni tad  States  to  control  the  State  in  the 
matter.  He  remembered  well  the  occasion  when 
he  examined  this  subject — the  admission  of  Michi- 
gan into  the  Union — and  he  sought  in  vain  for  any 
authority  in  any  branch  of  this  Government  to  pre- 
scribe who  shall  or  who  thall  not  vote  in  the 
Stales.  He  was  sure  it  wonM  not  be  found  in  the 
Constitution,  and  be  denied  the  existence  of  any 
such  power;  and  so  he  dnred  any  authority  in' 
tbe  Congress  of  the  United  State*  to  determine  who 
shall  hold,  convey,  or  transmit  the  title  to  real  es- 
tate within  the  States.  It  wa*  enough,  then,  that 
Ibey  offered  tbe  land  in  the  market,  and  to  any  per- 
son who  would  pay  the  money  and  take  tha  patent; 
and  when  it  was  sold  it  was  subject  to  the  State 
institutions.  These  had  been  hi*  views  sine*  the 
commencement  of  the  dst)ate;  and,  with  thwn,  he 
should  to*«  against  the  amendment  then  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  sh-uld  tike  to  under- 
hand how  the  amendment  stood;  for,  as  he  under- 
stood it,  the  Senator  fiom  Kentucky  (Mr.  Curr- 
TCNDBit)  by  accepting  the  proposi'ion  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Michigan  [Mr.  Porter]  had  FOhstantially 
yielded  the  point  in  d*cus«ion  between  them. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  then  said  he  wonld  prefer 
taking:  the  question  on  the  amendment  as  he  had 
originally  presented  it. 

Mr.  PORTER  said  he  should  vole  for  this 
amendment,  because  he  was  anxious  to  hold  out 
to  foreigners  the  additional  inducement  it  would  pre- 
»-ent  to  them  to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Tbe  declaration  of  such  intention  was,  in  many 
eases  inadvertently,  but  in  few  designedly,  omitted. 
It  surely  -was  the  polcy  of  this  Government  not 
only  to  encourage,  but  to  stimulate  these  people, 
by  every  laudable  inducement,  to  change  their  al- 
legiance and  become  what  every  free  while  man 
ia  the  coon  try  ought  to  br — an  elector.  He  did 
not  desire  to  aee  the  soil  of  Michigan  in  the  per- 
manent po: session  of  foreign  $ubjecl«,  averr.e  to 
taking  on  themselves  the  dunes  and  obligations, 
and  to  enjoying  the  political,  immunities  and  privi 
leges  of  American  citizen*.  He  desired  to  see 
them  become  American,  and  when  they  were  so, 
in  virtue  <f  tbenaturalizati  n  laws:,  he  would  be 
as  ready  t>  welcome  them  to  all  the  rights  apper- 
taining {to  ihem  as  such,  as  if  they  bad  drawn 
their  first  breath  amon*  ns.  The  disabilities  of 
foreigners  in  relation  to  Tea)  e.- talc,  all  udrd  toby 
the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wfight]  as  ex- 
isting in  that  State,  did  not  obtain  in  Michigan. 
Foreigners  there  c<  uld  take  and  l.old  land  free 
from  all  re  train ts  on  the  power  ot  alienation, 
either  by  deed  or  by  devise;  and  in  c\ret  of  intes- 
tacy,' it  dtscended  Recording  to  general  laws.  It 
was  only  the  political  disabilities  of  having   no 


voice  in  flections,  and  of  ineligibility  to  office,  un- 
der which  alien*  in  Michigan  labored.  Those 
disability  s  be  wished  to  see  removed;  and  because 
such  was  hi<  desire,  he  should  offer  the  induce- 
ment presented  by  this  resolution,  so  far  as  his 
vote  in  its  favor  would  go. 

He  then  asked  the  permission  of  (he  Senate  to 
make  a  ►hort  explanation  of  the  vote  he  gave  yester- 
day en  the  amendment  offered  by  the  honorable 
Senator  fiom  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Manoom,] 
which  confined  the  pre-emp'ion  right  to  "free 
white  persons.11  He  asked  it  on  account  of  his 
peculiarly  delicate  position,  he  being  (he  only  Sena- 
tor who  gave  a  negative  vote,  and  because  of  ihe 
nnusnal  precipitation  with  which  the  question  was 
disposed  of. 

By  his  vote  on  this  amendment,  he  was  called 
on  to  decide,  as  a  Michigan  Senator,  whether  this 
distinction  ought  to  be  recognised.  *  It  would  be 
observed  that  this  was  the  first  instance  in  which  it 
had  ever  been  made  in  the  framing  of  a  pre-emp- 
tion law.  Not  one  of  the  previous  acts  cpntained 
it,  and  the  question  might,  therefore,  well  be  a*ked 
why  it  should  now  be  established.  But  there  was 
not  found  his  objection  to  this  amendment.  He 
was  admonished  br  the  tone  and  character  of  the 
civil  institutions  of  the  State  he  represented,  not  to 
sanction  it.  The  black  man  has  tl  ere  no  political 
power,  except  for  enumeration  as  the  basis  of  re- 
presentation. He  cannot,  by  any  accumulation  of 
property,  however  great  in  amonnt,  become  an 
elec'or  or  hold  an  office.  But  here  all  his  disa- 
bilities end.  He  enjoys  all  the r  civil  rights 
conferred  by  our  Constitution  and  laws  on  the 
white  man,  without  restriction  or  limitation.  He 
may  take  and  and  hold,,  as  he  does  take  and  hold, 
real  and  personal  estate.  He  may  convey  and  sell 
it,  and  direct  its  descent  by  will  and  testament;  and 
if  he  d'cs  intesta'e,  it  descends  according  to  the 
laws  in  force  regulating  dower,  inheritance,  and 
the  rights  of  ci editors  of  deceased  persons.  In 
short,  the  udor  of  the  skin  is  no  passport  to  an  ex- 
clusive enjoyment  of  personal  liberty  or  the  rights 
of  property.  The  right  proposed  to  be  conferred 
by  this  preemption  bill,  being  strict!  v  a  civil  one, 
and  as  no  political  power  can  be  incident  to  its  m- 
j  >yment  by  the  black,  he  might  well  have  hesitated 
to  as  the  fii>t  to  create  a  distinction,  and  the  only 
one,  asio  color,  in  the  facilities  for  th*?  acquisition 
of  property,  afforded  alike  to  all  by  the  framerj  of 
cur  State  Constitutions. 

He  con  Id  well  imagine  that  this  question  was 
liable  to  be  viewed  in  different  lights  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  different  States.  He  was  wholly  un- 
acquainted with  ihe  domestic  details  which  repu- 
la'e  the  institution  of  slavery  at  the  Smth.  but  he 
took  it  Tor  granted  that  a  slave  cannot  hoi  1  lands. 
It  would  be.  a  strange  anomaly  if  he  ecu  Iff. 

[Mr,  Mangum  here  remarked,  "No,  certainly  he 
cannot."] 

The  absence  of  this  amendment,  then,  would  be 
wholly  inoperative  as  to  him,  and  he  could  not, 
therefore,  be  suspected  of  a  wish  to  connect  this 
biil  with  that  ? abject  to  the  injury  of  Southern 
rights  or  Southern  feelings,  voting,  as  he  wished  it 
to  be  understood  it  was  his  design  to  vote,  in  ac- 
cordance with  whal  he  believed  to  be  the  spirit  of 
Mich ;p an  institution?.  Indeed,  he  could  not  feel 
at  liberty  to  vote  otherwise. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  the  first  branch  of 
Mr.  Crittenden's  amendment,  and  decided,  by 
ycays  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAN— Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Ciittenden,  Graham,  Huntington,  Knigh*,  Man- 
gum,  Merrick,  Phelps  Por'er,  Prentisr,  Preston, 
Resales,  and  Smith  ( f  Indiana — 14 

NAYS — Messrs  Allen,  Andercon,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hen- 
derson. Hnbbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Bohinson,  Se- 
vier, Smith  of  Connecticut,  Surgeon,  Tallmadge, 
Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright,- 
and  Young— 29. 

The  question  then  recurrirg  on  the  second  braneh 
of  the  amendment,  viz:  that  requiring  a  declaration 
from  tbe  applicant  that  his  whole  property  was  not 
worth  over.  $500— 

Mr.  BENTON  expressed  his  hope  that  Mr. 
Crittenden  would  not  insist  upon  this,  but  would 


accept,  in  lieu  of  it,  the  amendment  which  had 
bem  read  by  Mr.  Tappan. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  declined  doing  so,  as  he 
did  not  consider  the  latter  as  at  all  covering  tbe 
same  gronnd. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  then  formally  moved  his  amend* 
ment,  which  was  to  add  to  the  first  section  a  jPftviso, 
ia  the  following  terms:  "Provided  farther,  That  no 
person  being  the  owner  of  land  in  any  State  or 
Territory,  who  nhall  quit  or  abandon  his  residence 
on  bis  own  land,  to  reside  on  public  land  in  the 
same  State  or  Territory,  shall  acquire  any  right  ot 
pre  emption  under  this  act.1' 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  hoped  tbe  friends  of  the 
settler  would  vote  against  both  propositi!  ns,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  entirely  a  new  feature  in  the 
system,  and  one  wholly  unnecessary;  for  who 
would  ihipk  of  making  a  speculation  on  160  acres 
of  wi'd  land? 

The  question  being  taken  on  tbe  latter  braneh  of 
Mr.  Crittenden's  amendment,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
it  was  rej  »cted,  as  follow* : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Graham,  Huntingdon,  Koight,  Man- 
gum,  Merrick,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  P/estcn, 
Roane,  Rugeles — 14. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu 
chanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hen* 
df  rson,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicho- 
las Norvell,  Porter,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tall- 
madge, Tappan,  Walker,  White,  Wright,  and 
Young— 26. 

And  then  th;  Senate  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  January  6,  1841. 

Th;  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emp  ion  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  tbe  same, 
and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  special 
order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up,  the  question  being  on 
^h«!  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Ver- 
~uo<)',  as  a  substitute  for  the  whole  bill,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"S'.rikc  cut  all  after  tbe  enacting  clause,  and 
insert  the  following:  That  every  actual  settler  on 
any  of  the  public  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title 
has  been  extinguished,  except  such  as  are  herein- 
after reserved,  being  the  head  of  a  family,  or  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  who  was  in  possession 
and  a  house-keeper,  by  personal  residence  thereon, 
at  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  and  for  four  months 
next  preceding,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pic -eruption  in 
the  purchase  of  the  land  fo  settled  upon,  not  exceed- 
ing one  quarter  section,  of  the  minimum  price  now 
established  by  law." 

Mr.  TAPPAN  urged  his  amendment  to  exclude 
from  the  right  to  pre-emption  such  persons  as  were 
the  owners  of  land,  who  should  q>tit  or  abandon  it, 
to  reside  on  the  public  land. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  suggested  a  slight  mo- 
d.fica  ion  of  the  amendment,  thus:  ** being  the  own- 
ers of  land  in  any  State  or  Territory,  who  shall 
qnit  or  abandon  his  residence  on  his  own  land, 
uiihorU  telling  the  same,  to  reside  on  public  land," 
Ac.  He  preferred  the  introduction  of  these 
words. 

Mr.  NORYELL  was  opposed  to  all  these  amend- 
ments, and  he  demanded  the  ayes  and  noes  thereon, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  LINN  paid  the  object  of  the  bill  should  be 
t  >  secure  a  home  for  the  poor  laboring  man,  who 
ha*  not  a  home,  and  if  he  could  see  any  practical 
way  of  carrying;  it  out,  he  shonld  vote  far  it.  Ne- 
venhele«s,  he  thought  he  should  vote  for  the  bill  as 
it  was.  The  only  difficulty  with  him  was  as  to  the 
result:  he  did  not  wish  them  to  pass  a  law  that 
could  not  be  carried  out.  •  They  could  not  restrain 
the  people  from  going  on  the  public  lands— they 
might  as  well  a' tempt  to  restrain  the  course  of  the 
winds — ™d  therefore  tbe  law  would,  in  point  of 
fact,  be  a  dead  letter.  If  the  provision  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  could  be  carried  out,  he  should 
be  glad,  but  he  feared  it  could  not. 

Mt.  FULTON  said  it  was  wrong  to  encumber 
the  bill  with  amendments  of  .this  kind;  and  he 
should  vote  against  them.  Their  true  policy  was 
to  secure  the  improvement  rf  the  public  land,  and 
to  get  every  fool  of  it  into  cultivation;  and  this  bill 
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was  intended  to  enable  the  poor  bnt  industrious 
man  to  procure  it  at  one  or  two  cents  per  acre  lower 
than  it  coold  be  purchased  at  by  others;  and  con  Id 
this  be  really  a  matter  of  so  much  moment,  as  to 
call  forth  an  opposition,  when  the  welfare  of  the 
poor  man  would  be  secured  by  the  trifling  sacrifice? 
Now  the  question  in  reality  was  whether  an  indi- 
vidual who  has  improved  one  quarter  section,  shall 
go  on  to  improve  others,  and  obtain  a  pre-emption 
right  thereto.  To  this  be  (Mr.  Fulton)  could  see 
no  objection,  as  the  settler  might  thereby  first  culti- 
vate a  quarter  section  for  himself,  and  then  others 
for  and  with  the  aid  of  hi*  children,  thereby  making 
provision  for  them,  and  accomplishing  what  was 
~  desired  by  all,  the  cultivation  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Tippah's  amendment  was  then  adopted  by 
the  following  vote: 

YRAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Ben  on,  Buchanan,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham, 
Huntington,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Rugbies,  8mith 
of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tap- 
pan,  Wall,  Webster,  Williams,  and  Wright— 26. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Calhoun,  Clay  of 
Alabama,  Pulton,  Henderson,  Hubbard,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Porter,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Stur- 
geon, Talimadge,  Walker,  White,  and  Young— 17. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  he  should  call  for 
the  ayes  and  noes  en  the  question  of  the  adoption 
Of  the  substitute  which  was  proposed  for  the  entire 
bill;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  said  as  the  bill  was  prospective 
in  its  operation,  it  would  hold  out  an  invitation 
not  only  to  our  own  citizen*,  but  to  foreigner?,  to 
come  and  take  possession  of  our  public  lands. 
Now  to  this  be  was  opposed.  This  proposition  was 
by  far  too  extensive;  it  would  entirely  supersede 
the  whole  of  the  present  land  system;  it  was  at 
variance  with  public  policy,  and  it  was  incompati- 
ble with  the  interests  of  the  country, 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  now  rose  and  addressed 
the  Senate  nearly  as  follows: 

The  amendment  now  offered  by  my  friend  from 
Vermont,  by  drawing  a  line  between  the  legislation 
heretofore  punned  with  relation  to  pre-emptions, 
and  the  new,  comprehensive,  and  interminable  le- 
gislation proposed  by  the  present  bill,  opens  the 
whole  question  for  discussion;  and  I  avail  myself 
of  the  opportunity  thus  afforded,  to  present  to  the 
Senate  some  of  the  general  views  I  have  taken  of 
this  subject,  and  I  invite,  in  the  outset,  the  serious, 
and,  I  would  say,  the  solemn  attention  of  the  Se- 
nate to  the  bill  before  it.  Before,  however,  I  pro* 
ceed  to  examine  its  provisions,  allow  me,  in  pass- 
ing, to  notice  a  most  novel  and  surprising  doctrine 
advanced  yesterday  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Yoik,  [Mr.  Wright;]  not  that  I  purpose  to  discuss 
at  this  time  the  position  he  assumed,  but  that  I  may 
here  enter  my  public  protest  against  it,  lest,  should 
I  remain  silent,  it  might  be  thought  by  any  that  I 
yield  my  assent  to  it.  The  Senator's  position  is, 
that  it  is  competent  to  a  State  under  the  Constitu- 
tion to  admit  an  unnaturalized  foreigner  to  vole  m 
our  elections.  I  wage  no  war  against  foreigners.  I 
respect  ihem  when  their  character  entitles  them  to 
respect.  I  well  know  especially  the  value  of  the 
German  yeomanry;  a  befer  set  of  husbandmen 
does  not  exist  on  the  face  of  the  earth;  honest,  in- 
dustrious, economical,  admirable  judges  of  the 
soil,  the  best  judges  of  land  in  all  the  country,  de- 
votedly attached  to  their  families— that  is  the  cha- 
racter of  our  German  population  as  I  have  become 
acquainted  with  it  in  my  own  immediate  neighbor- 
hood. I  will  not  new  stop  to  speak  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  gallant  Irish,  whose  virtues,  and,  I  will 
add,  whose  defects  of  character  (the  virtues  far 
overbalancing  the  defects)  aire  so  well  known 
throughout  the  world.  I  am  not  the  enemy  of  fo- 
reigners; but  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  New  York  is  one  of  immense 
practical  importance;  for,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mis- 
informed, President  Van  Buren  owes  the  vote  of 
one  State  of  this  Confederacy,  I  mean  the  State  of 
Illinois,  to  the  fact  of  unnaturalized  foreigners 
voting  in  our  late  election,  and  casting  their 
votis  for  him.  I  will  not,  however,  enter  on 
that  subject,  and  I  have  adverted  to  it  now,  mere- 
ly that  no  conclusion  may  be  drawn  from  my  silence 
that  I  approve  or  tolerate  the  dectrine  advanced  by 


the  Senator  from  New  York.  I  here  publicly  ex- 
press an  opinion  decidedly  opposite.  I  think  that 
the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  always  im- 
plies citizenship,  though  citizenship  does  not  imply 
the  right  to  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise. 
I  hold  that  a  voter,  whose  voice  may  affect  or  change 
the  entire  policy  of  the  country,  may  alter  or  sub- 
vert the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  country,  is  a 
component  part  of  the  political  power  of  the  country. 
I  hold  that  the  power  over  the  subject  of  naturali- 
zation has  been  confided  by  the  Constitution  exclu- 
sively to  the  General  Government,  and  that  no 
State  can  constitutionally  exercise  that  power;  and 
that,  therefore,  no  State  can  confer  those  privileges 
and  immunities,  or  grant  those  rights  which  pro- 
ceed from  naturalization.  This  is  my  opinion,  and 
I  advance  it  here  merely  as  a  counUrprojtt  to  that 
expressed  by  the  Senator  from  New  York.  When 
a  foreigner  has  once  been  naturalized,  I  regard  him 
as  a  brother,  as  a  member  of  our  political  commu- 
nity, and  as  entitled,  with  some  few  constitutional 
exception*,  to  all  the  rights  Of  native  born  citizens, 
and  to  the  protection  and  defence  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  home  and  abroad;  but  until  he  has  re- 
nounced his  allegiance  to  his  foreign  sovereign, 
and  sworn  fidelity  to  our  country,  I  cannot  and  will 
not— and  I  was  utterly  amazed  to  hear  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  express  a  different  opinion — 
look  upon  him  as  incorporated  in  our  society,  and 
authorized,  by  the  exercise  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise, to  exert  an  influence  in  unsettling  or  chang- 
ing our  entire  political  policy,  whilst,  as  a  subject 
of  a  foreign  power,  he  lies  under  all  his  original 
and  native  obligations.  If  the  contrary  doctrine  be 
admitted  to  be  a  sound  one,  then,  as  has  been 
shown  by  a  calculation  which  I  have  seen,  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  by  a  proper  distribution  of 
17,000  of  his  serfs  among  the  States  of  this  Union 
(if  the  States  would  have  permitted  them  to  vote) 
might  have  changed  the  glorious,  the  triumphant 
result  x>f  November  last,  and  have  continued  those 
in  power  who,  by  the  fu'I,  decided,  and  manly  ex* 
pression  of- the  public  will,  have  been  declared  un- 
worthy to  be  the  depositaries  of  it  any  longer. 

But  it  is  with  another  subject  that  I  have  ri* en 
now  to  deal— the  fearful  extension  now  proposed,  to 
be  given  to  the  pre  emption  system.  We  have 
now  had  a  land  system  in  operation  for  upwards 
of  forty  year*.  I*  there  any  thing  in  the  practical 
effect  of  this  old  and  long  tried  system  which  should 
induce  us  to  repudiate  it  for  a  new,  untried,  and 
wild  experiment?  What  hive  been  its  results)  It 
commenced  about  forty  years  ago,  or  a  little  more, 
in  one  of  the  great  Western  membeis  of  the  Con-, 
federacy,  (the  State  of  Ohio,)  the  settlement  of 
which  took  place  as  much  as  twenty  years  later 
than  in  the  case  of  her  sister  and  neighbor,  Ken- 
tucky. And  whit  is  her  population  now?  From 
the  returns  of  the  new  census  it  is  found  to  amount 
to  a  million  and  a  half  of  souls — nearly  double  that 
of  my  own  State,  although  Kentucky  had  preceded 
her  by  such  a  great  length  of  time.  And  if  we 
then  go  to  Indiana,  a  still  younger  sister  in  the  great 
family  of  States,  we  shall  find  that  she  exhibits  a 
population  of  between  six  and  seven  hundred  thou- 
snnd,  nearly  equal  to  that  of  a  State  which  was  her 
predecessor  in  the  establishment  of  independent 
State  sovereignty  by  thirty  years.  I  will  not  go 
through  the  l(Rt.  All  the  members  of  the  Senate 
are  doubiless  familiar  with  the  returns  of  the  la»e 
census.  All  these  great  and  astonishing  results 
have  taken  place  under  that  sys'em  which  we  are 
now  asked  to  change.  Is  it  wise — is  it  prudent— is 
it  statesmanlike,  to  reject  a  plan  from  which  have 
proceeded  such  glorious  fruits,  fur  an  untried,  and, 
as  I  believe,  a  most  hazardous  experiment? 

What  is  the  history  of  these  pre  emption  laws? 
They  arose,  I  think,  in  the  first  instance  in  the  case 
of  what  is  called  Symmes's  Grant.  John  Cleves 
Symmes  purchased  from  the  Government  a  large 
tract  of  land  between  the  Great  and  Little  Miami 
rivers,  in  Ohio,  including  the  spot  where  Cincinna* 
ti'now  stands.  He  was  unable  to  pay  for  it,  but 
6nally  made  a  compromise  with  the  Government, 
and  took  a  less  amount  of  land.  He  had,  in  the 
mean  time,  fold  out  to  numerous  sob-purchasers, 
who,  being  innocent  third  parties,  and  having  pur- 
chased in  good  faith,  were  supposed  to  have  a  fair 
title  to  pre-emption  for  the  improvements  they,  bad 


made  and  the  farms  they  had  opened  to  cultiva- 
tion. Congress,  accordingly,  granted  to  them  the 
right  to  purchase  from  the  Government  the  lands 
they  held  at  the  minimum  price  prescribed  by  law. 
Then  came  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  many  of  the 
occupants  of  which  had  settled  i  on  their  farms 
while  that  Territory  belonged  to  the  Spanish  and 
the  French  Governments,  under  grants  freely  made, 
while  others  had  entered  on .  their  lands  with  con- 
fidence that,  according  to  the  established  usages 
and  customs  of  the  country,  donations  of  land  would 
be  obtained,  totally  unaware  of  the  change  of  sove- 
reignty which  had  passed  upon  the  country  without 
consulting  them.  The  question  then  arose,  what 
ought,  In  equity,  to  be  done  in  their  easel  And  die 
American  Government  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
all  who  had  thus  come  into  possession  of  their  land 
were  equitably  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption, 
which  was  accordingly  extended  to  them.  Next 
came  a  third  cafe— that  of  the  Kahokia,  Kaskaskia, 
and  St.  Vincent  settlers  in  Illinois  and  Indiana. 
These  inhabited  French  villages  were  settled  in 
some  cases  more  than  a  century  ago,  and  were  not 
drawn  within  the  action  of  our  land  system  till 
about  fifty  years  since.  These  people,  having  settled 
under  like  circumstances  to  those  in  Louisiana, 
were  held  to  have  a  claim  equally  equitable,  and 
pre  emption  was  granted  to  them  also.  Thus  the. 
system  stood  till  1830,  under  General  Jackson1*  ad- 
ministration. Then,  for  the  first  time,  was  intro- 
duced an  entirely  new  principle,  and  it  is  that 
which  is  contained  in  the  substitute  for  this  bill  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  Vermont.  There  is, 
however,  a  wide  difference  between  what  this  bill 
proposes  and  the  practice  introduced  under  Gen. 
Jackson's  administration. 

The  pre-emption  laws,  as  altered  in  1830,  allowed 
a  light  of  pre-emption  to  all  settlers  on  the  public 
lands  from  a  specified  day,  who  ihould  assert  their 
rights  before  the  expiration  of  the  law,  the  opera- 
tion of  which  was  limited  to  two  years.  This  new 
principle  continued  to  be  periodically  re-enacted 
till  some  seven  or  eight  years  ago.  when  it  encoun- 
tered a  gallant  resistance  from  a  friend,  who  I  re- 
gret is  not  now  by  my  side,  but  who  has  passed 
from  this  place,  and,  according  to  public  rumor,  is 
destined  to  a  more  useful,  if  not  higher,  sphere  than 
even  that  of  a  seat  in  this  body,  august  as  it  may 
be.  Great  frauds  and  abuses  were  detected  in  the 
execution  of  the  pre-emption  laws.  Speculators 
frevly  used  them.  Floats  especially  were  found  to 
be  fraught  with  iniquity.  With  the  efficient  aid  of 
my  friend,  [Mr.  Ewinq  ]  we  succeeded  in  arresting 
for  a  time  these  pre-emption  laws.  We  succeeded 
in  putting  an  end  to  special  and  unlawful  privileges. 
We  succeeded  in  restoring  the  principle  of  fair 
equal  Uy  in  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands.  But 
those  interests,  speculative  and  other?,  which  are  al- 
ways awake,  always  watchful,  always  on  the  alert, 
to  get  up  pre-emption  laws,  under  the  convenient 
and  plausible  guise  of  benefiting  the  poor,  made  a 
rally  in  1838.  We  were  then  told  that  not  less 
than  thirty  thousand  settlers  had  entered  the  Terri- 
tory of  Ipwa.  The  Senate  was  assured  that  these 
persons  could  not  be  removed  from  the  public  do- 
main; that  all  the  military  force  of  the  Union  would 
be  insufficient  to  remove  them;  and  thus,  nnder  a 
species  of  moral  duresse,  you  were  induced  to  pass 
the  law  of  1838:  and  it  has  now  been  in  operation 
for  two  years.  But,  not  contented  with  all  the  vic- 
tories heretofore  achieved,  not  satisfied  with  pre- 
emption laws  restricted  in  point  of  time,  and  limit- 
ed as  to  the  theatre  on  which  they  were  to  operate, 
gentlemen  now  come  forward  with  a  new  and  bold- 
er, and  more  extensive  demand.  They  have'  sud- 
denly become  converts  to  log  cabin  doctrine,  and, 
under  a  log  cabin  profession,  they  demand  the  pas- 
sage of  a  new  law,  boundless  in  the  space  oa 
which  it  is  to  operate,  or  restricted  only  by  the 
limits  of  the  public  lands  themselves,  and  illimita- 
ble as  to  time.  Now  with  regard  to  the  sincerity 
of  these  gentlemen  in  their  profession  of  log  cabu 
principles,  (though  I  am  very  glad  to  see  that  they 
have  profited  by  the  very  salutary  lesson  afford- 
ed them  within  two  or  three  months  past  J  I  like  to 
test  their  profession  by  their  votes.  When  mj  col- 
league [Mr.  Crittenden]  offered  an  amendment, 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  confine  the  opera- 
tion of  their  bill  to  real  log  cabin  men,  to  the  veriia- 
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Me  poor  who  could  make  oath  that  their  entire  pro- 
perty was  not  worth  more  than  $500,  where  did  we 
find  these  new  proselytes  to  log  cabin  doc  trim? 
Were  they  ready  to  go  with  us  in  thus  restrict- 
ing the  bill?  Were  they  prepared,  by  adopting 
this  amendment,  to  shot  out  from  the  privileges 
of  the  bill  the  rich  men— the  "sevens"— the  owners 
of  manors— the  greedy  speculator,  and  restrict  it  to 
the  hardy  settler  who  sought  a  home  for  himself 
and  his  children?  No,  sir,  no;  every  man  of  them 
voted  it  down. 

Let  us  now  panse  a  moment,  and  look  a  little  at 
the  distinctive  provisions  of  this  bill.  Heretofore 
pre-emption  bills  have  been  retrospective  only:  this  is 
in  its  operation  both  retrospective  and  prospective. 
Heretofore  pre-emption  bills  have  been  limited  as 
to  time:  this  is  unlimited  in  point  of  lime  so  long 
as  there  remains  a  foot  of  public  land  for  it  to  ope- 
rate on.  Heretofore  pre  emption  bills  were  opera- 
tive practically  only  with  reference  to  some  new 
land,  recently  surveyed  and  brought  into  the  mar- 
ket: this  bill  is  a  proclamation  to  the  whole  uni- 
verse, native  or  foreign,  naturalised  or  nnaturalized, 
that  the  moment  the  Indian  title  is  extinguished  to 
any  portion  of  the  land  held  by  the  United  States, 
they  may  all  rash  in  and  take  just  as  much  of  it  as 
they  please,  without  even  waiting  for  a  survey;  and 
that  all  the  other  surveyed  public  lands  of  the 
United  States,  amounting  to  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  millions  of  acre?,  no  matter  how  long  they 
have  been  in  market,  and  although  they  may  be 
purchased  at  the  moderate  price  of  one  dollar  and 
a  quarter  per  acre,  are  to  be  subject  to  the  right  of 
pte-emption.  This,  it  is  obvious,  involves  a  com- 
plete change  in  our  whole  land  system;  a  thorough, 
iadica),  entire  change.  It  opens  at  once  all  the 
public  lands,  surveyed  and  unsuiveyed,  to  the  ope- 
ration of  a  pre-emption  law. 

And  here  let  me  stop  and  look  for  an  instant  at 
what  are  said  to  be  the  sole  advantage  granted  to 
the  pie-eniptor  by  this  bill;  a  point  on  which  there 
exists  the  greatest  possible  misconception,  either 
en  the  part  of  other  gentlemen  or  myself.  The 
whole  practical  difference  which  this  bill  is  to  work 
in  our  receipts  from  the  public  domain  is  said  to  be 
some  two  or  three  cents  per  acre  only.  Here  is  a  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  Stater,  sent  by 
him  to  Congress  in  December,  1837.  It  is,  in  ma- 
ny respects,  a  discreet  and  sensible  paper,  so  far  as 
it  treats  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands.  The 
President  here  praises  the  old  land  system  as  it. de- 
serves. He  describes  those  who  enter  on  the  pub- 
he  domain,  without  title  or  pretence  of  title,  as 
"frsijwanri,"  "intruders,"  and  he  recommends  the 
passage  of  one  mere  pre-emption  law,  and  one  only, 
and  after  that  the  adoption  of  stronger  measures 
for  the  purpose  (in  hrs  own  language)  "of  prevent- 
ing these  btinttUns."  The  Senator  from  Missouri 
[If  r.  Bkmtov]  spoke  to  us  yesterday  of  the  Presi- 
dent as  being  a  capital  pre-emptioner  now,  al- 
though when  he  was  here  as  a  Senator  he  was  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  the  whole  system,  and  although 
when  he  came  into  office  he  talked  about  4'trctjM*- 
aws"  and  "waYvJfrs"  on  the  public  lands,  and  re- 
commended us  to  adopt  measures  to  put  a  stop  to 
these  "intrusions"  in  future.  It  would  seem  that 
the  President  is  an  attentive  listener  to  the  ad- 
vice of  his  friends,  and  always  open  to  con- 
I  must  admit  that  he  has  exhibited 
n  little  flexibility  in  yielding  to  thesugges- 
of  some  of  those  who  have  his  ears.  I 
will  make  my  position  more  ^general.  I  think 
that  both  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
President  have  shown  remarkable  ease  in  open- 
ing their  ears  to  the  counsels  of  gentlemen 
who  are  strong  advocates  -for  pre-emption  laws 
and  for  the  practical  appropriation  of  the  pub- 
lic domain  to  the  benefit  of  a  few.  The  Secretary 
has  brought  down  the  receipts  from  the  public  lands 
to  three  millions  of  dollars.  They  weie  three  mil- 
lions in  1838,  and  the  very  next  year  they  rose  to 
seven  millions.  The  receipts  from  this  source  have 
beam  subject  to  great  fluctuation;  the  past  year  a 
little  above  three  millions.  They  are  now  sinking; 
and  it  seems  that  the  more  they  sink,  the  more  he 
calls  out  for  pre-emption  laws!  pre-emption  laws! 
graduation  laws!  to  save  him  from  that  impending 
nrinin  the  administration  of  the  public  domain, 
vnfefcnis  system  »  about  te  in&c\  What,  sir,  is 


it  possible  that  any  man — what  shall  I  saj?— that 
any  man  in  his  senses  can  be  so  supremely  ridicu- 
lous as  to  suppose  that,  by  reducing  (he  price  of  the 
public  lands  from  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  to  twenty- 
five  cents,  or,  in  some  ins'ancei,  to  50  cents,  you 
will  get  more  money  for  them?  Yet  that  is  the 
principle  assumed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
and  it  shows  the  opinion  which  operates  in  his  mind, 
and  in  the  minds  of  the  friends  of  graduation  and 
pre-emption  laws.  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe 
the  whole  of  the  consequences  of  this  law.  One  of 
its  effects  is  to  convert  the  existing  cash  system  into 
a  credit  system.  Do  you  not  see  it?  What  is  the 
fact  as  to  the  pre-emption  laws  heretofore  granted? 
They  gave  the  pre-emptioner  a  credit  of  (wo  years. 
The  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Clay]  now 
limits  his  credit  to  one  year;  but  whether  the  term 
be  one,  two,  or  three  years,  it  changes  our  land  sys- 
tem from  a  sale  for  cash  to  a  sale  for  credit;  and 
thus  the  whole  190  millions'  of  acres  of  the  public 
domain  will  all  pass  under  this  newly  revived  cre- 
dit system. 

And  who  are  they  who  propose  this  change?  The 
very  men  who  decry  all  credit,  who  clamor  for  hard 
money,  who  inveigh  against  bank*,  and  denounce 
the  credit  system  as  the  source  of  all  our  woes! 
and  yet  here,  now,  under  the  name  of  a  pre-emp- 
tion law,  they  propose  to  revive  the  whole  credit 
system!  Can  it  be  doubted  that  such  will  be  the 
result  of  the  bill?  Will  any  man,  who  can  get  his 
land  on  a  credit  of  one  or  two  year?,  buy  it  for 
cash?— especially  when  he  can  dispose  of  his  cash 
at  a  rate  of  18  per  cent,  interest,  as  pie  vails  in  Illi- 
nois and  some  other  new  States? 

This  is  a  grave  feature  in  this  new  experiment, 
and  deserves  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Se- 
nate. To  what  will  such  a  system  lead?  Have 
we  had  no  experience  on  this  subject?  When  you 
have  parted  with  your  land  from  year  to  year  thus 
on  credit,  you  will  at  length  have  accumulated  a 
mass  of  debtors  on  whose  behalf  petition  after  pe- 
tition will  be  presented  here,  and  their  inability  to 
pay  will  be  most  pathetically  set  forth,  till  at  last 
your  compassion  will  be  moved,  and  will  forgive 
these  poor  debtors  the  entire  amount  of  their  debt 
and  consent  to  take  remuneration  for  their  land  in 
some  other  form  of  advantage  to  the  public  service. 

It  is  not  correct,  though  it  has  been  said  and  re- 
peated by  some  gentlemen  here,  that  the  sole  differ- 
ence effected  by  the  pre-emption  law  in  the  price 
you  receive  for  the  public  land  is  some  two  or 
three  cents  per  acre.  First,  there  is  the  difference 
of  six  cents  which  the  President  states;  and  how  is 
this  made  out?  The  public  land  is  sold  either  by 
auction  or  at  private  sale;  but  owing  to  coercion, 
to  violence,  to  combinations,  and  the  open  contempt 
of  law,  (a  slate  of  things  which  has  grown  with 
the  multiplication  of  pre-emption  laws,)  the 
proceeds  of  the  auction  sales  are  now  much 
lets  than  formerly.  I  cannot  believe  with  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Linn]  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  are  incompetent  to  protect  their 
own  property.  I  believe  that  it  can  be  done,  by  a 
steady,  firm,  and  upright  administration  of  the  Go- 
vernment. I  believe  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  capable  of  protecting  the  rights  against 
all  who  assatl  them,  whether  from  within  or  from 
without.  Assuredly,  if  the  Government  cannot 
protect  what  is  its  own,  it  must  be  very  incompe- 
tent to  protect  us  and  ours.  But,  I  ask,  how  is  the 
six  cents  excess  of  sales  over  the  minimum  price, 
referred  to  by  the  President,  made  up?  It  is  got  by 
running  an  average  over  the  total  amount  of  sales, 
both  by  auction  and  by  private  entry.  Now,  the 
amount  sold  at  auction  is  not  one-fourth,  no,  I  be- 
lieve, not  one-ten tb,  part  of  the  whole.  The  Secre- 
tary takes  the  auction  sales,  where  the  lands 
brought  from  t)5  to  |30  and  acre,  and  spreads  that 
amount  of  excess  over  the  whole  remaining  nine- 
tenths  of  the  total  amount  sold  by  private  entry, 
and  then  he  makes  an  average,  and  draws  the  in- 
ference that  the  whole  gain  in  selling  the  public 
lands  in  the  established  and  customary  method 
over  what  they  bring  under  pre-emption  laws 
amounts  to  but  six  cents  an  acre  1  Is  this  fail? 
But  even  this  amount  of  six  cents,  under  a  proper 
administration  -of  the  system,  would  cover  the 
whole  expense  of  survey  and  sale.  But  is  that  all? 
You  are  to  add  two  years'  interest  on  the  mini- 


mum price,  which,  on  a  credit  of  two  years, 
amounts  to  fifteen  cents.  If  one  year's  credit  only 
is  given,  it  will  be  seven  and  a  half  cents,  which, 
added  to  the  six  cents,  makes  thirteen  and  a  half 
cents  on  every  acre  of  the  public  domain,  which 
would  be  gained  by  the  continuance  of  the  old 
system. 

But  more.  This  bill  amounts  to  a  virtual  repeal 
of  the  auction  system.  That  system  applies  only 
to  new  lands  recently  brought  into  market.  But 
of  what  avail  is  an  auction  if  you  proclaim  to  the 
whole  world  that  they  may  get  the  land  at  the  mi- 
nimum price  if  they  will  only  come  and  settle  on 
it,  and  that  before  survey?  The  entire  existing 
system  is  superseded  by  the  introduction  of  this 
(twooden  noire,"  with  all  the  means  of  injury  with 
which  it  is  fraught. 

I  have  now  described,  but  not  with  all  that  force 
in  which  the  circumstances  of  the  case  would  war- 
rant me,  the  difference  between  the  old  and  long- 
established  land  system  of  this  country,  and  the  new 
and  fearful  experiment  now  proposed.  Yen  must 
have  seen  (hat  the  change  is  to  be  thorough  and  radi* 
cal.  Now  I  put  it  te  the  Administration  Senators 
in  this  body — to  their  candor— to  their  patriotism— 
to  their  sense  of  justice — is  it  right,  on  the  close  of 
the  Administration  of  a  dismissed  Ministry,  to  in- 
troduce anew  and  totally  different  policy  in  regard 
to  one  ef  the  greatest  interests  of  the  country?  Is 
it  right,  is  it  fair,  that  the  policy  of  the  existing 
Administration  now  passing  out  of  power  shall  be 
made  to  lap  over  on  the  new  Administration  with- 
out consulting  them  or  paying  the  least  regard  to 
their  judgment  in  the  matter?  The  progress  of  the 
administration  of  the  American  Government  has 
developed  in  the  practical  operation  of  our  system 
a  new  feature,  and  one  of  the  most  profound  im- 
portance. A  different  political  phenomenon  takes 
place  here  from  any  thing  which  exists  in  Europe. 
In  European  constitutional  Governments,  when  a 
Ministry  is  dismissed  or  goes  out  of  office,  the  King 
or  the  Glueen,  as  the  case  may  be,  yields  to  the 
change  of  sentiment,  and  comes  round  with  the 
nation.  But  here  an  Administration  msy  b$  dis- 
miss td  and  ttUl  r main  four  msniha  in  newer.  What, 
in  such  a  case,  is  it  their  duty  to  do?  I  will  tell 
gentlemen  what  I  would  do  in  the  like  circum- 
stances. I  would  institute  no  new  measures  of  po- 
licy. I  would  simply  keep  the  political  machine  in 
motion.  I  would  grease  the  wheels  and  repair  and 
preserve  all  its  parts  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  the 
performance  of  those  high  duties  for  which  the 
whole  was  constructed;  but  I  would  attempt  no- 
thing new  in  the  permanent  p  licy  of  the  country, 
foreign  or  domestic.  By  snch  a  moderate  course 
atone  can  the  evils  of  the  anomaly  to  which  I  have 
adverted  be  prevented.  I  would  not  ask  gentle- 
men to  deny  themselves  a  fair  exercise  of  tbe 
Executive  patronage  from  now  till  the  4  >b  of  March 
next.  I  do  not  ask  them  to  do  what  was  done 
when  Mr.  Adams  was  expelled  from  the  Presidency 
—I  should  say,  lost  his  electios.  What  did  they 
do  then?  The  Senate  refused  to  pass  on  impor- 
tant Executive  nominations  till  after  tbe  4th  cf 
March,  and  then  several  of  them  were  withdrawn, 
and  substitutes  sent  in  by  the  new  President.  The 
Senate  refused  him  tbe  constitutional  exercise  of 
bis  official  right  from  the  time  of  his  lost  election 
till  he  went  out  of  office.  This  I  do  not  ask.  I 
dare  to  say  General  Harrison,  when  he  comes,  will 
look  at  those  whom  he  finds  in  office,  and,  if  he 
finds  that  they  are  honest  and  capable  and  faithful, 
that  they  have  not  been  noisv  and  forward  politi- 
cian?, nor  brought  their  official  influence  in  con- 
flict with  the  freedom  of  elections;  if  any  Mich 
there  be,  1  hope  he  will  let  them  stand  (though  I  fear 
there  will  be  but  few)  as  monuments  of  the  libe- 
rality of  a  Whig  Administration,  acting  on  patriotic 
principles.  But  if  gentlemen  expect  that  General 
Harrison,  because  they  choose  to  rush  on  and 
make  appointments,  with  a  view  to  thwart  his  Ad- 
ministration, will,  when  he  comes  here,  fear  to  do 
his  duty,  either  they  or  I  have  mistaken  the  man. 
General  Harrison  means  to  be  tbe  President  on  the 
4th  of  March  next,  which  his  fellow-citizens  have 
elected  him  to  be.  And  no  premature  bill,  no 
stretching  out  of  the  policy  of  this  into  the  next 
Administration,  is  going  to  restrain  him  from  look- 
ing at  those  in  office,  and  deciding  for  himself 
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whether  they  possess  the  requisite  qualifications  fur 
the  discharge  of  their  official  duty. 

But,  to  come  back.  I  put  it  to  gentlemen  whe- 
ther it  is  right  and  fair  to  make  this  great  change  in 
the  land  system  of  the  country  at  such  a  time? 
Would  you  like  us  to  do  it  if  conditions  were  re- 
versed? 

But  there  are  other  considerations  which  admo- 
nish us  against  legislating  on  this  subject  at  the 
present  time.  We  have  not  yet  officially  received 
the  results  of  the  census  for  the  last  ten  years;  we 
cannot,  therefore,  see  whether  the  new  States  have 
filled  up  as  rapidly  as  we  could  wish.  Let  us  first 
see  what  is  the  number  of  their  population;  so  that 
we  may  judge  whether  any  further  stimulant  is 
needed  to  quicken  the  rate  at  which  their  numbers 
increase.  1  know,  indeed,  that  the  result  will  show 
directly  the  contrary.  From  tables  which  I  caused 
lo  be  carefully  constructed  nine  years  ago,  it  is 
shown  that  trie  population  of  the  new  States  in- 
creases at  a  rate  vastly  over  that  of  the  old.  Take 
a  single  example.  The  population  of  Illinois 
doubles  itself  in  six  years!  What,  then,  U  the 
ground  for  the  adoption  of  this  new  system?  Does 
it  consist  in  some  notions  of  charity  to  the  poor?  1 
have  formerly  adverted  to  that  subject.  Where  do 
gentlemen  get  their  right  to  set  up  eleemosynary 
laws  for  the  benefit  of  the  poorer  portions  of  the 
community?  But  if  they  have,  what  will  be  the 
operation  of  the  system  in  this  respect?  It  is  pre- 
tended to  be  for  the  advantage  of  widows  and  or- 
phans, (orphans  over  eighteen  years,  however.)  Is 
any  gentlemen  here  ignorant  of  what  will  and 
must,  of  necessity,  be  the  practical  operation  of 
such  a  law?  Will  a  widow  in  Maine  travel  all  the 
way  to  Missouri  that  she  may  receive  the  boon 
proposed  to  be  given  her  by  this  law?  Will  not  its 
benefits  be  confined  to  the  widows  of  the  locality? 
In  term*,  to  be  sure,  it  proposes  to  confer  the  p  e 
emption  on  all  widows  and  mioor?.  But  will  not 
the  benefit,  in  fact,  be  limited  to  widows  and  mi- 
nor* residing  in  the  Slates  within  which  the  lands 
lie?  Surely.  That,  then,  is  the  extent  of  your 
charity. 

I  am  not  very  well,  and  I  do  not  feel  very  much 
encouraged  by  past  experience  in  opposition  to  this 
bill.  My  hope  is  elsewhere;  though  I  wou  d  trust 
that  honorable  Senators  would  at  least  pat  se  before 
they  take  such  a  leap. 

There  arc  other  consequences  on  which  I  might 
dwell.  We  have  heard  that  this  bill  and  another 
allied  to  it  are  to  increase  the  revenue  j  aud  I  be- 
lieve that  one  of  them  was,  profenn*,  sent  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  on  that  ground.  The  new 
plan  is,  to  increase  the  resources  of  the  now  im- 
poverished exchequer;  but  I  have  already  : how  n 
that,  for  the  present  at  least,  the  revenue  will  be 
be  diminished  instead  of  increased  by  if;  for  the 
amount  vested  in  the  public  lands  u:ider  this  law 
will  be  on  a  credit  of  one  or  two  years,  and  cannot 
come  into  the  Treasury  till  the  end  of  that  lime. 
And  as  thote  disposed  to  make  such  investments 
will  avail  themselves  of  the  credit,  there  will  be 
sales  to  but  an  inconsiderable  amount  for  cash,  aud 
a  consequent  diminution  of  the  proceeds  during 
the  present  year.  Therefore,  with  an  exhausted 
treasury,  with  a  vast  national  dot,  ascertained 
and  unascertained,  besides  a  large  amount  to  be 
soon  redeemed,  of  Treasury  notes  outstanding  and 
running  on  interest,  it  ij  now  proposed,  instead  of 
replenishing  the  empty  coffers  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Woodbury,  by  an  imposition  at  once  of  duties  on 
luxuries,  to  increase,  instead  of  removing,  the  ex- 
isting deficit  in  our  pecunary  resources. 

Our  land  system  heretofore  has  been  the  admira- 
tion of  the  world  for  one  of  its  best  and  noblest  fea- 
tures, viz:  the  perfect  security  it  gave  as  to  the  land 
titles  of  our  new  settlements.  No  man  who  had 
eyes  to  see  the  marks  upon  a  corner  tree,  or  upon  a 
stone  standing  in  a  prairie,  could  po&ibly  mistake 
the  limits  of  his  own  tract;  and  no  other  man  could 
have  color  of  right  to  disturb  him  on  the  ground  of 
his  title.  Security — absolute  security  iu  land  ti- 
tles— has  been  one  of  the  highest  blessings  in  the 
new  8:aes.  But  are  you  sure  that  this  will  con- 
tinue to  be  the  case  under  ycur  new  r  re-emption 
law?  Do  but  conceive  how  it  will  work.  Imagine 
that  a  new  district  of  rich  and  choice  laid  had  just 
)>een  thrown  open.    The  Indian  title  has  been  ex- 


tinguished, but  the  fresh  and  fertile  lands  have  not 
yet  been  surveyed.  Tney  are  open,  however,  to 
the  operation  of  this  bill;  and,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks,  may  become  worth  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
dollars  per  acre.  You  proclaim  to  all  who  come 
rushing  in  torrents  upon  the  new  acquisition,  crowd- 
ing, contending,  scrambling  for  the  fairest  ?pots  an 
the  best  #itua>ions,  that  they  shall  have  a  pre- 
emption. What  scenes  of  confusion,  contention, 
heart-burning,  ay,  of  bloodshed,  most  naturally  en- 
sue. When  a  nation,  heretofore  esteemed  *  he  and 
prudent  in  the  management  of  its  public  domain, 
proclaims  to  all  the  world  that  the  fir»t  man  who 
comes  and  seizes  on  it  shall  have  it,  who  can  cal- 
culate, who  can  conceive  the  confusion,  disorder, 
aud  mbchief  which  must  ensue?  Who  can  esti- 
mate the  effects  of  the  broad  foundations  that  will 
be  laid  for  uncertainty,  controversy,  and  litigation 
in  land  titles? 

Agaio,  this  bill  must  work  a  vast  increase  of  the 
Executive  power;  for  all  disputed  pre-emptien 
rights  which,  according  to  tho  cautious  policy  ot 
Virginia,  were  referred  to  the  decision  of  the  Ju- 
diciary by  cweat,  or  ejectment,  or  bill  in  chancery, 
are  now  ultimately  cast  on  the  Executive  of  the 
United  State?;  for  the  bill  provides  they  shall  be 
bellied  "summarily"  and  definitely  by  the  register 
and  receiver  of  the  land  district  in  which  the  dis- 
pute arises,  these  officers  to  decide  under  instruc- 
tions from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office.  So,  the  disputant  is  put  under  the  register 
and  receiver;  the  register  and  receiver  are  under 
the  Commissioner;  the  Commissioner  is  under  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Secretary  is  un- 
der the  President.  Thus,  you  add  immensely  to 
the  mass  of  Executive  power,  by  drawing  within 
iis  vortex  all  the  disputed  claims  through  all  the 
land  districts.  And  now,  I  ask,  what  right  have 
you — and  I  put  the  inquiry  more  especially  to  that 
portion  of  the  Senate  who  have  b«en  in  the  habit 
of  esteeming  it  as  their  more  peculiar  province  and 
duty  lo  guard  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the 
Uniied  States,  (and  who  perhaps,  have  sometimes 
pushed  their  zeal  on  that  subject  a  little  too  far) — 
what  right  have  you,  and  under  what  principle, 
or  provision  of  the  Constitution,  especially  af- 
ter the  clear  and  distinct  separation  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  Judicial  from  the  other  de- 
partments of  the  Government— what  light  have 
yc-u  to-  give  to  the  register  and  receiver  <f 
one  of  your  land  distiicts  the  indisputable  judi- 
cial power  to  decide  a  ques  ion  of  tiile  to  real  estate 
"summarily,"  without  appeal,  and  without  the  in- 
tervention of  a  jury?  And  then  what  a  tt  mptauon  do 
you  not  present  to  public  officers  ±o  situated?  Why, 
if  I  am  rightly  informed,  there  was  not  long  sioce 
a  single  pre-emption  right  near  the  town  of  Chica- 
go, the  value  of  which  was  at  one  time  estimated 
as  high  as  $'200,000;  and  the  right  to  such  a  proper- 
ly is  to  be  * mrusted  to  a  register  and  receiver  ab- 
solutely and  without  appeal !  Can  there  be  greater 
danger  of  corruption,  or,  at  least,  of  favoritism? 
The  power  is  tremendous* 

Mr.  Piesidenf,  I  have  said  much  more  than  I 
intended.  Both  your  comfort  and  my  own  require 
that  I  should  here  atop;  and  I  will  stop  with  repeating 
my  meat  anxious  entreaty  to  ih»j5e  honorable  gen- 
tlemen whom  in  political  sentiment  I  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  oppose,  that  they  will  pause  before  they 
sanction  an  untried  experiment  of  such  enormous 
magnitude.  I  ask  ihem  to  wail  for  the  resuits  of 
the  late  census  to  compare  the  population  of  the 
new  and  the  old  States,  and  the  relative  rate  at 
which  both  are  increasing;  and  before  they  part 
with  a  land  sys  cm  which  is  at  this  hour  the  pride 
and  ornament  of  the  legislation  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  which  has  brought  to  the  na- 
tion such  rich  and  invaluable  fruit  to  pause — lo 
pame !— and  if  they  will  not  abandon  the  plan,  that 
they  will  at  least  consent  to  embark  on  these  new 
experiments  with  greater  light  lo  guide  their  course 
than  that  which  they  now  have. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  had,  yesterday,  be- 
fore any  question  was  taken  on  this  bill,  offered  a 
few  remarks  to  the  Senate  on  one  single  question, 
and  with  one  single  purpose,  and  that  was  to  show 
that  no  law  which  they  could  pass  coold  have  any 
influence*  within  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union, 
upon  a  holder  under  this  Government,  of  a  patent 


for  lands,  as  to-  the  security,  or  perpetuation,  or 
transfer  of  bis  title.  He  attempted  to  show  thai 
the  State,  and  not  this  Government,  has  the  control 
of  that  matter,  and  that  any  alien  receiving  their 
patent  would  take  the  title,  and  that  it  would  de- 
pend upon  the  institutions  of  the  State  whether  he 
could  held,  and  whether  he  could  transmit  or  trans- 
fer it,  and  therefore,  that  the  amendments  then  un- 
der discussion  were  entirely  unnecessary,  unknown 
to  their  legislation,  and  of  no  practical  uulily.  He 
had  then,  in  illustra'ion  of  the  argument  he  bad  at- 
tempted to  make,  referred  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,] 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  m&de  on  a  former  day, 
and  in  reference  to  the  influence  of  out  legislation 
a*>  to.  the  sale  of  lands  upon  the  lubject  of  voting  iu 
the  States;  and  to  that  incidental  remark  of  his,  the 
honorble  Senator  fairly  and  properly,  though  unex- 
pectedly to  him,  replied.  It  was  to  answer  the  ho* 
norable  Senator's  argument  on  that  point,  and  not 
to  discuss  the  bill  under  consideration,  that  he  now 
threw  himself  on  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate. 

•  There  was  one  part  of  that  Senator's  remarks, 
which  he  should  not  answer;  namely,  thai  the  vote 
oi  one  State,  at  the  late  election,  the  gentlemen  was 
informed,  and  supposed  to  be  true,  was  controlled 
by  the  votes  of  persons  who  were  not  naturalized 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  Having  no  know- 
ledge of  the  facts,  he  referred  all  that  matter  to  the 
Senators  on  that  floor,  who  represented  the  Stale  to 
which  allusion  had  been  made.  He  referred  also 
the  bill,  and  its  provisions,  to  the  Senators  from  the 
States  more  immediately  interested,  and  who 
were  much  more  able  than  he  was  to  discuss  it 
As  to  the  incidental  point,  one  of  vast  importance 
— no  less  than  the  qualifications  of  voters,  and  as 
to  the  question  where  rests  the  power  to  prescribe 
tho.«e  qualifications — he  could  not,  iu  justice  u» 
himself, do  Ics  than  make  some  reply  lo  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  He  admitted, 
however,  that  he  was  led  into  an  error  in  making 
that  simple  allusion  on  the  previous  day,  as  he  had 
affoided  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  an  opportunity 
to  draw  thi*  discussi?*  from  the  point  before 
the  Legislature,  and  from  the  proper  question  to  be 
discusi  ed.  The  question  between  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  and  himself  was,  first,  where  rests  the 
righx  to  preset  ibe  the  qaal.ficauons  of  voters  for 
members  of  the  National  Legislature  in  this  coun- 
try, for  he  chose  to  confine  himself  within  that 
limit;  but  if-  the  Senator  desired  more  broad  ground, 
he  would  then  say,  for  the  officers  of  ihe  Stale  Go- 
vjrnmc nts,  and,  by  consequence,  for  the  members 
of  the  National  Legislature? 

Has  this  Government  any  power .  whatever  over 
those  qualifications  when  preset ibed  by  the  States! 
He  (Mr.  Wright)  &aid  yesterday  that,  as  he  un- 
derstood the  subject,  the  whole  power  was  commit- 
ted to  the  State,  and  that  no  branch  ef  this  Govern- 
ment could,  in  any  way,  constitutionally  inter- 
fere. If  he  understood  the  argument  of  the 
honorable  Senator,  and  that  honorable  gentle- 
man would  believe  him  when  h;  said  he  did 
not  intend  to  misunderstand  him,  it  was  that 
the  qualificaiion  at  naturalization  over-rides 
the  power  (f  the  State,  aud,  resting  in  the  hands 
of  this  Government,  un.il  it  shall  constitute  an 
emigiant  from  a  foreign  country  a  citizen,  the 
State  in  which  he  may  reside  cannot  constitute 
him  a  voter.  He  believed  he  slated  the  argument 
fairly  and  truly. 

Now  be  did  not  propose  to  go  into  this 
discussion:  it  was  above  his  sphere;  but  he  had 
some,  suggestions  to  make,  which  it  was  ass 
duty,  at  the  earliest  period,  to  lay  before  this  bode* 
and  before  his  countrymen.  What  was  the  ques- 
tion? It  was— in  reference  to  one  class—and 
if  they  went  back,  to  the  commencement  of  our  Ins* 
tory  as  a  constitutional  Government,  a  very  lanje 
class— if  they  looked  to  the  future,  likely  to  he  as 
large  a  class  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  me 
tillers  of  the  soil,  and  the  operatives  in  all  the  evo- 
cations of  business— -bas  this  Government  the  power 
to  say  whether  they  shall,  or  shall  not,  be  the  free* 
men  of  the  United  States,  in  the  common  ao-Opta. 
tion  of  the  term?  Whence  is  that  power  derives) 
Where  did  the  Senator  took  for  Jhe  right  of  inter- 
ference. Was  it  in  our  Constitution?  He  (Mr. 
Wright)  bad  carefully   examined  that  jnrtro- 
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meet,  and  (he  only  word  or  provision  which 
he  had  been  able  fo  discover  was  almost  one  ot 
the  first  ia  the  instrument  itself,  and  what  is  it? 
"The  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed 
of  members  chosen  every  second  year  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  several  States."  And  they  knew  that, 
op  lo  this  hour,  no  other  than  the  people  of  the  Suits 
had  bad  any  part  in  the  choice  of  members  of  that 
Hoase:  they  had  quasi  members,  in  the  shape  of 
delegates  from  the  Territories,  bnt  they  had  no 
'^Members"  who  did  not  come  there  by  the  choice  of 
tk*  people  sftiu  States.  The  Constitution  proceeds: 
"And  the  the  electors  in  each  State  shall  have  the 
qualification*  requisite  for  electors  of  the  most  nu- 
merous braenh  of  the  State  Legislature" — and  that 
was  aM  there  was  in  the  whole  instrument  on  the 
subject.  The  electors  of  a  member  of  tbe  House 
of  Representatives  shall  have  the  qualifications  of 
electors  of  members  of  the  most  numerous  branch 
of  the  State  Legislature.  Who  prescribes  these 
qualifications?  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States?  The  President  of  the  United  State*?  Any 
power  of  this  Government?  No:  bnt  the 
people  of  the  Slates,  whose  representatives  they 
are.  How  are  they  usually  presented  and  defined? 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  State.  And  who  was 
prepared  to  say  that  the  people  of  a  sovereign 
State,  forming  to  themselves  a  Constitution,  can  be 
controlled  by  this  body  in  designating  those  who 
shall  eleet  their  officers?  The  persons  to  represent 
|hem  at  home,  and  here?  For  the  argument  goes  to 
that. 

He  believed  it  bad  been  an  unconsidered  po- 
sition of  the  honorable  Senator— it  must  be  a  new 
doctrine  ia  this  country.  He  admitted  the  States 
usually  confined  the  right  of  voting  to  citizenship. 
But  would  it  be  said  tbe  people  of  a  Slate,  in  the 
formation  of  their  Constitution  and  Government, 
were  compelled  to  do  ihis?  Where  was  the  com- 
pulsion? Suppose  they  did  not  do  it;  or,  suppose 
they  should  say,  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Slate, 
that  an  alien,  with  a  residence  of  but  one  hour, 
shall  be  a  voter  for  tbe  members  of  (he  most  nu- 
merous branch  of  the  State  Legislature;  who  was 
lo  correct  that  decision?  Where  was  that  high 
court  of  appeals  which  could  say  that  the  Constitu- 
tion of  a  sovereign  State  was  unconstitutional?  He 
believed  it  did  not  exist  in  our  institutions;  but  that 
the  people,  inhabiting  a  Territory,  wiih  a  title 
to  become  a  State  under  this  Government, 
were  sovereign,  and,  in  a  legal  sense,  as  inhabi- 
tants of  a  State,  were  without  Government,  until 
they  made  one  for  themselves.  If  his  memory 
served  him,  they  had  had  a  recent  example,  in- 
volving this  very  point;  and  if  be  misstated  the 
fact,  he  should  be  corrected.  He  believed, 
at  the  formation  ef  the  Constitution  for  the 
State  of  Michigan,  free  while  inhabitants  cf  the 
Territory  were  tbe  persons  who  formed  it,  and  who 
elected  delegates  to  the  Convention  as  their  agents. 
In  tbe  Constitution  adopted  by  that  Convention,  li- 
mitations and  qualifications  of  voters  were  pre- 
scribed; bat  all  the  free  white  inhabitants  of  that 
Stale,  at  the  time  of  ihe  Convention,  were  made 
voters  within  the  State,  without  regard  to  our  na- 
turalization laws.  He  might  be  mistaken,  but 
such  was  his  impression  of  tbe  facts.  Could  any 
body,  or  any  power  in  this  country,  say  that  that 
Constitution  was  void?  Did  it  conflict  with  any 
powers  delegated  to  this  Government? 

Bnt  for  a  moment,  and  he  did  not  intend  to  pro- 
tract the  discussion,  let  them  look  at  the  condition 
in  which  a  State  might  be  placed*  and  in  which,  at 
aeertnin  period  of  our  history,  the  States  would 
have  been  placed,  if  this  power  bad  existed  in  the 
Federal  Government,  and  i's  voice  could  have  oon- 
troiled  tbe  qualifications  of  voters  for  officers  of 
the  Stale  Governments.  At  one  time,  during  the 
ejuetoace  of  tbe  old  alien  law,  the  President  of  the 
Hailed  States  was  .authorized  to  remove  aliens 
from  this  Union— to  order  their  transporta- 
tion beyond  the  Territories  of  tbe  United  States. 
At  another  period,  a  long  residence  had  been 
required,  to  enable  aliens  to  hi  naturalized 
wader  this  Government.  By  the  naturalize 
tanas  law  of  ^  &ve  yeaiV  residence  was  the  limit; 
by  the  law  of  1)8— that  period  which  a  mos* 
~  individual  of  this  country  once,  in 


his  bearing,  in  *n  't her  place,  (referring  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,)  pronounced  hard,  unconstitu- 
tional times — a  residence  of  fourteen  tears  was 
required  to  enable  a  foreigner  to  become  a  citizen. 
Such,  then,  had  been  the  practical  exercise  of  pow- 
er by  this  Government,  over  the  matter  of  citizen- 
ship of  the  United  States.  And  still  no  man  would 
question  that  this  was  but  a  faint  exercise  of  the 
power,  in  its  plenary  existence;  this  Government 
might  repeal  all  the  naturalization  laws,  and  leave . 
the  foreigner  forever  unable  to  become  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  consequently,  according 
to  the  Senator's  .  position,  from  ever  becom- 
ing a  voter  in  any  State  in  the  Union.  Was 
it  true  that  this  Government  held  that  power 
over  the  States,  and  that  tbe  States  could  not,  for 
all  practical  purposes,  citizenize  emigrants?  It 
was  not  true.  They  could  prescribe,  either  in  (heir 
sovereign  or  legislative  capacity,  the  terms  on 
which  a  man  was  to  hold  real  estate,  not  only,  but 
to  exercise  the  right  of  a  freeman  in  voting  for 
those  who  were  to  exercise  the  powers  of  Govern- 
ment over  him  and  his  property.  At  least,  he  knew 
not  of  the  existence  of  a  power  in  this  country  to 
control  the  action  of  the  Slates  and  the  people  oi 
the  States  upon  these  points.  He  believed  .such 
power  did  not  exist  in  fact,  as  a  part  of  our  insti- 
tutions, either  State  or  National.  Lcok  at  it,  and 
look  again  at  those  complaints  which  gave  exist- 
ence to  this  Government,  as  an  independent  Go- 
vernment among  the  nations  of  the  earth;  and  what 
do  we  find  among  the  enumeration  of  grievances? 
Why,  that  the  King  obstructed  emigration  to  the 
Provinces,  and  that  the  passage  ot  proper  naturali- 
zation laws  was  refused;  and  did  our  fathers  of 
the  Revoluiiou,ibose  sticklers  for  State  sovereignty, 
place  in  the  hands  of  this  Government  those  vital 
powers,  which  the  King  possessed,  and  which  the 
King  abused?  If  so,  he  asked  for  evidence  of 
its  existence,  and  for  a  record  of  the  gram. 
For  they  should  not  forget  that  they  stood 
there  wiih  delegated  powers  simply,  and  not 
upon  original  and  absolute  power.  This  Govern- 
ment possesses  the  powers  whioh  the  States  and 
the  people  have  granted  to  it,  and  none  other. 
Every  other  power  of  sovereignty  and  government 
is  expressly  reserved  to  the  one  or  the  oiher  by  the 
terms  of  the  Constitution.  But  this  argument  of 
the  honorable  Senator  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Wright) 
to  be  an  argument  of  convenience,  or  rather  he 
should  say,  of  necessity.  H;s  [Mr.  Clav*]  feel- 
ings appeared  to  be  horrified  at  the  idea  that  the 
foreigner,  the  citizen,  or  subject  of  another  Go- 
vernment, owing,  as  that  honorable  Senator  ex- 
presses it,  allegiance  to  a  foreign  power,  should 
come  to  this  country  and,  by  his  vole,  govern  our 
politics  and  political  institutions.  Suppose  this 
evil  to  exist,  where  was  tbe  danger  (o  be  fell?  And 
where  should  the  remedy  rest?  Could  it  be  that 
these  serfs  of  Rutsia,  who  had  been  introduced 
into  the  Senator's  argument,  were  to  place  them- 
selves in  one  of  the  free  States  of  this  Union,  to 
control  its  elections,  its  offices,  and  its  affairs,  with 
its  approbation?  To  be  the  destruction  of  this  Go- 
vernment, and  not  the  destruction  equally  of  the 
government  of  the  State?  If  there  be  danger,  and 
there  may  be,  where  is  it  first  to  befell?  In  the 
State  where  the  evil  exists.  Where  then  should 
rest  (he  remedy?  In  the  hands  of  tbe  sovereign 
people  of  that  State;  and  Congress  was  not 
permitted,  in  his  es'imation,  to  presume  that  the 
people  of  a  State  will  encourage  a  policy,  in  re- 
ference to  free  voters  of  this  country,  that  will  be 
destructive  of  our  institutions,  State  or  National. 
If  itshall  come  to  be  soy  the  institutions  are  gone, 
for  they  rest  on  that  people,  the  people  of  the 
States,  and  not  on  any  distinctive  organiza'ion  of 
this  Confederacy,  which  can  preserve  them  against, 
or  without,  ihcir  action.  The  members  of  Con- 
gress are  but  the  delegates  of  the  people  of  the  States, 
with  limited  and  prescribed  powers,  not  extending 
to  the  qualifications  of  voters  in  the  States.  If 
evils  were  to  be  apprehended  from  too  great  a 
latitude  in  defining  there  qualifications,  the  ap- 
prehensions must  exist  with  the  greatest  force  in 
the  heart  of  eur  sovereignty,  among  the  people 
themselves,  and  the  remedy  should  rest  where  the 
evil  must  be  first  discovered,  and  where  it  would 
be  most  severely  felt,    An  argument,  then,  cannot 


be  drawn  from  the  necessities  of  the  case,  for  if 
there  be  danger,  the  remedy  rests  where  it  should. 

Tne  people  have  the  right  to  prescribe  their  own 
policy,  and  to  judge  of  their  own  safety.  He  had 
now  said  all  he  intended  to  say  in  reference  to  the 
power  to  prescribe  the  qualification  of  voters,  and 
with  a  single  reply  to  a  very  playful  remark  of  the 
honorable  Senator,  he  would  close.  The  honora- 
ble Senator  said  that  as  a  defeated  party — as  a  retir- 
ing Administration,  it  was  indecorous  and  improper 
in  the  friends  of  this  Administration  to  bring  forward 
any  new  measures,  or  to  adopt  any  new  steps  of 
policy.  Well,  that  he  (Mr.  Weight)  believed; 
and  he  bad  intended,  in  his  heart,  to  be  just  as  mo- 
dest as  possible  for  tbe  short  remaining  period  in 
which  his  political  friends  were  to  bold  power  in 
that  body,  if  they  held  it  then— to  do  what  be  be- 
lieved the  interests  of  the  country  required  should 
be  done,  and  strictly  to  retrain  from  doing  what  he 
did  not  believe  to  be  necessary.  The  bill  before 
the  Senate — and  it  was  but  the  opinion  of  a  single 
individual-r-he  considered  as  part  of  a  policy  adopt- 
ed and  pursued  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Stales  nearly  ever  since  he  had  had  the  honor  of  a 
seat  in  that  body;  or,  at  most,  it  was  but  a  modifi- 
cation of  that  policy.  He  viewed  it  in  that  light, 
and  he  entreated  the  friends  of  the  coming  in  Ad- 
ministration not  to  look  upon  him  as  attempting  to 
tread  in  tbe  steps  of  that  powerful  party. 

Suppose,  however,  the  honorable  Senator's  ex- 
aggerations were  real,  and  that  they  were  attempt- 
ing, at  this  late  period  of  their  political  power,  to  in- 
troduce new  and  improved  measures  of  principle  or 
policy,  it  would  seem  to  him  trjat  the  opportunity  to 
effect  a  remedy  was  so  near,that  that  pure  and  clear 
light,  which  was  to  shine,  on  the  5th  of  March 
next,  over  all  th:s  happy  Union,  could  prevent  any 
great  evil;  while  if,  from  any  mrtive,  proper  or 
improper,  they  should  make  a  sad  mistake,  as 
political  partisans,  it  must  be  remembered  that  all 
partisans  did  not  deeply  regret  such  misfortunes, 
when  falling  upon  their  opponents.  If,  however, 
it  should  happen  that  this  measure  runs  across  the 
policy  of  the  coming  Administration,  and  yet  that 
a  heavy  responsibility  may  be  devolved  upon 
those  who  feel  compelled  to  act  in  its  repeal,  men 
complaint  might  not  only  be  expected,  but  received 
with  indulgence.  In  that  aspect  of  the  case,  he 
could  feel  no  disposition  to  recriminate  upon  the 
honorable  Senator.  Such  would  have  been  his 
feelings,  and  might  have  been  his  course,  if  their 
situations  had  been  changed. 

A  word  open  another  topic. 

The  honorable  Senator  said,  that  some  years  ago, 
when  there  was  a  political  revolution  in  the  coun- 
try, this  body,  of  which  he  (Mr.  Wright)  was  not 
then  a  member,  refused  to  consent  to  the  nomina- 
tion bf  the  non-elected  Prrrident.  That  might  be 
so.  He  (Mr.  Wright)  did  not  doubt  it,  for  the 
Senator  said  so;  but  his  memory  enabled  him  to 
s»y  that  there  was  a  radical  difference  between 
the  two  cases.  It  was  not  that  the  men  ot  that  day 
acted  in  violation  o(  the  principles  which  ihey  had 
espoused  and  advocated,  but  that  the  Administra- 
tion, then  dismissed,  happentd  to  fall  into  a  mino- 
rity in  this  and  the  other  branch  .of  Congics,  not 
during  the  year  of  its  expiration,  but  two  yeara  be- 
fore, and  tbe  tepresentation  of  the  people,  here  and 
in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  had  been  against 
that  Administration,  for  that  length  of  time. 
Sure'y,  then,  the  honorable  Senator  would  not 
criminate  them  for  doing  what  they  believed  to 
be  in  conformity  with  the  will  of  their  constituents, 
thus  repeatedly  expressed.  He  (Mr.  Wright) 
mast  believe  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  would 
not  now  recriminate  on  the  friends  of  the  present. 
Administration  for  doing  what  they  believed  to  be 
their  duly,  since  they  were  so  soon  to  yield  the  Go- 
vernment to  those  who,  he  sincerely  hoped,  would 
give  tha  country  a  wiser  and  better  government* 
But  if  it  be  improper  for  them  to  introduce  new 
measures,  and  a  new  policy,  was  it  generous  for  ihe 
Senator  to  ask  them,  during  the  short  period  which 
remained  to  them,  to  undo  all  that  they  bad  done? 
To  retrace  their  steps?  To  unsettle  again  their  old 
established  and  most  favorite  policy?  Should  he 
appeal  to  them  to  take  ground  which  tbe  new  Ad* 
ministration  must  occupy?  And  yet  the  complaint 
was  that  they  were  carrying  out  that  policy  which 
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they  had  deliberately  adopted  and  consistently  p or- 
ated, with  intentions  at  sincere  and  patriotic,  and 
motives  as  pare,  he  trusted,  as  the  new  Adminis- 
tration would  adopt  its  measures.  It  seemed  to 
him,  therefore,  that  the  lecture  of  the  honorable 
Senator  wa?  ungenerous;  for  what  be  asked  was, 
that  they,  by  their  actions,  should  take  back  the 
prominent  measure  of  the  present  Administration; 
should  undo  what  they  had  done;  and  should  re- 
verse the  policy  by  which  they  had  been  hitherto 
governed. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  shall  offer  but  a  few  words  in  re- 
ply. Among  all  the  charges  which  at  various  times 
nave  been  made  against  me,  I  had  supposed  that 
a  want  of  generosity  at  least  was  not  one  of  them. 
The  gentleman  thinks  it  ungenerous  in  me  to  ask — 
whatl  That  he  and  his  friends  here  shall  obey  our 
common  masters,  the  people — that  they  shall  repeal 
the  Bub-Treasury  law  which  the  people  have  con- 
demned. Why,  sir,  in  this,  I  only  call  upon  gen- 
tlemen to  conform  to  their  own  doctrine,  so  ofien, 
so  long,  and  so  loudly  proclaimed  by  themselves: 
"that  the  people  are  to  govern — that  the  Democracy 
must  rule — that  the  Democracy  of  numbers  is  the 
real  and  only^overeign — that  we  are  all  here  as 
servants  of  the  people — that,  as  Senators,  we  have 
no  original  rights — that  we  are  to  bow  to  the  ma* 
je*ty  of  the  people  in  all  their  pleasure.*'  But  now, 
it  seems  that  this  Sub-Treasury  scheme  is  their  mea- 
sure, and  not  the  measure  of  the  people  whom  they 
represent— and  it  is  very  ungenerous  to  ask  them 
to  obey  their  masters'  will.  Why,  sir,  what  is  the 
honorable  Senator?  Able,  adroit,  astute,  learned, 
ingenious  as  he  is,  is  he  not  the  servant  of  the  peo- 
ple of  New  York— of  the  400,000  voters,  a  majo- 
rity of  whom  have  condemned  this  law?  And 
whose  will  is  to  prevail — theirs  or  his?  I  have 
asked  him  to  yield  to  their  pleasure.  I  hope  there 
will  be  no  flinching,  no  shuffling;  but  that  the.  ho- 
norable Senator  will  have  the  goodness  to  act  ao 
cording  to  the  principles  he  has  so  often  inculcated 
on  us — that  he  will  bow  to  the  "Democracy  of 
numbers,"  and  conform  himself  to  what  his  consti- 
tuents rt quire.  This  measure  of  the  Sub-Treasury 
was,  as  I  have  understood,  the  one  constant  theme 
of  the  gentleman's  eloquence  from  the  shores  of  the 
Atlantic  to  the  borders  of  the  Si.  Lawrence— that  was 
the  issue  he  continually  made — that  was  the  issue 
on  which  his  State  cast  her  vote— she  has  con- 
demned bis  favorite  measure — and  yet  now  he  con- 
siders it  ungenerous  in  me  to  ask  him  to  abandon 
what  his  own  constituents  condemn !  Par  from  it. 
I  am  not  the  counsellor  of  the  honorable  Senator 
or  his  friends;  but  I  will  tell  what  I  would  do.  So 
help  me  God,  on  my  sacred  honor,  1  would  move 
to  repeal  the  Sub-Treasury  law.  I  would  not  say 
that  I  had  changed  my  opinion— my  pride  of  prin- 
ciple would  prevent  that — but,  finding  the  measure 
not  acceptable  to  my  constituents,  I  would  conform 
to  their  will.  Where  on  the  whole  face  of  the 
globe  does  not  public  sentiment  exact  obedience  to 
its  will?  Is  it  in  Russia?  No,  no.  The  Autocrat 
himself  is  bound  to  yield  to  its  behests,  and  so  in 
fact  he  has  done.  Whe  3  ?  I  ask  again.  In  Tar- 
key?  No.  The  Grand  Seignior  is  obliged  to  sub- 
mit as  much  as  any  other  despot.  We  are  charged 
with  a  want  of  generosity  because  we  have  asked 
the  Senator  to  bow  to  this  common  law  of  our  na- 
ture— a  law  that  rules  the  whole  civilized  world ! 

I  have  now  a  few  remarks  to  make  on  the  ques- 
tion raised. by  the  honorable  Senator  respecting  the 
elective  franchise.  Why  he  has  risen  to  discuss  in 
so  elaborate  a  manner  a  mere  opinion  of  mine, 
thrown  out  without  argument,  1  do  not  know. 
He  is  too  acute  and  practised  a  logician  not 
to  know  that  the  manner  of  putting  a  ques- 
tion, of  itself,  often  decides  it.  The  Senatot 
asks,  what  right  this  Federal  Government  has 
to  prescribe  for  a  State  who  shall  vote  for 
her  ru!ert>?  It  has  none — it  pretends  to  none. 
But  this  case  of  unnaturalized  foreigners  is  an 
exception  to  the  otherwise  universal  exercise  oi 
the  State  sovereignty.  The  exception  applies  here. 
An  alien  is  not  a  citizen  of  a  State,  nor  is  he  one 
of  "the  people  of  a  State,"  and  therefore  he  is  no! 
included  in  the  words  which  the  Senator  read  frorr 
the  Constitution.  The  question  would  be  more 
correctly  stated  to  be,  what  right  has  any  State  tc 


perform  that  process  of  naturalization  which  is  ex 
clusively  confided  to  the  General  Government?  Bu 
he  ask?,  who  has  a  right  to  contest  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan. J  say  to  him,  you  have;  every  man  h^s  wtu 
lives  under  the  Constitution  of  this  Union.  If  a 
Slate  Constitution  declares  that  aliens  may  vote, 
then  their  votes  may  affect  the  composition  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  of  the  Senate,  and  so 
eventually  the  question  might  come  into  these  bo- 
dies in  judging,  as  ihey  respectively  have  a  right  to 
judge,  of  the  qualifications  of  persons  returned  as 
members  of  the  two  Houses. 

The  Senator  supposes  as  a  case  possible,  thai 
Congress  should  refuse  to  pass  any  naturalization 
law,. and  he  asks,  what  is  then  to  be  the  condition 
of  large  bodies  of  emigrants  to  this  country?  There 
are  two  answers  to  be  given  to  this  question:  Firs', 
if  Congress  should  fail  to  pass  naturalization  laws,  it 
fails  to  do  its  express  duty;  a  duty  to  which  it  is 
bound  under  the  Constitution.  Congress  has  passed 
such  laws,  and  I  presume  it  always  will.  There 
may  be  a  difference  as  to  the  time  to  be  pre- 
scribed as  a  probationary  period,  but  there  can  be 
no  di  utjt  as  the  obligation  of  Congress  to  fix  some 
rule. 

But  there  is  yet  another  answer.  If  Congress 
fails  to  make  provision  on  the  subject,  then  the 
right  reverts  and  accrues  to  each  State,  exactly 
as  it  would  accrue  should  Congress  neglect  to  pass 
a  uniform  bankrupt  law.  Bat  for  another  clause 
in  the  Coustitulion  which  declares  that  no  State 
shall  pass  any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  con- 
tracts, but  for  that,  every  State  would  have  the 
right.  There  is  no  such  obstacle  in  relation  to 
naturalization.  I  have  no  desire  to  press  this  mat* 
ter;  but  if  the  gentleman  is  very  desirous  of  an 
abstract  argument  on  this  point,  I  am  ready.  It  is 
not  necessary,  however,  to  enter  into  it;  my  only 
purpose  was  to  enter  a  caveat  against  the  doctrine 
advanced  by  him,  as  being,  in  my  judgment,  noi 
constitutional.  The  right  to  vote  implies  citizen* 
ship,  necessarily,  essentially,  although  the  converse 
of  the  proposition  does  not  apply:  then  comes 
in  the  State  authority;  but  the  State  has  no  au- 
thority to  confer  the  elective  franchise  on  -any 
foreigner  who  is  not  a  constituent  portion  oi 
the  people  of  the  State — who  is  not  a  membei 
of  our  political  community — who  is  not  cue  ol 
the  peop'e  of  the  United  Stales.  That  interpola- 
tion of  aliens  into  our  society  is  an  office  confided, 
and  wisely  confided  to  Congress  alone.  A  State 
may  confer  any  other  privileges  it  pleases— allow  fc< 
reigners  to  hold  and  rransnrit  land*;  but  it  cannot 
make  a  citizen  of  a  foreigner — it  cannot  make  ao 
alien  my  fellow-citizen,  without  the  consent  oi 
our  common  Government.  Nor  can  it  invest  him 
with  those  privileges,  the  existence  and  exercise  ot 
which  necessarily  imply  the  existence  of  citizen' 
ship,  I  protest  against  the  right  of  any  State, 
by  its  separate  action,  to  disturb  the  balance  oi 
political  power  between  the  States,  or  to  affect  the 
political  condition    of  the  people  of  other  Slates. 

The  Senator  seems  to  think  it  ea>y,  after  the 
4'h  of  March  next,  to  get  rid  of  this  new  pre-emp* 
tion  law  should  in  now  pass,  and  be  seems  delight- 
ed, be  appears  to  chuckle  at  the  thought  nhat  he  has 
got  hold  of  a  little  popular  measure,  and  that  it 
will  be  a  difficult  matter  to  repeal  it.  Why,  sir, 
I  should  think  that  alter  setting  larid  traps  for  the 
people  for  these  twelve  years  past  and  all  in  vain, 
the  Senator  and  bis  party  would  not  be  so  very 
sanguine  in  their  expectations  of  the  success  of  a 
•  new  one.  You  have  had  all  the&e  traps  for  the 
popular  favor  /or  a  period  now  of  twelve  years, 
and  what  have  you  gut  by  them?  About  as  much 
as  you  are  likely  to  gel  hereafter:  you  have  got 
four  out  of  the  nine  land  Stales!  Trie  more  fans 
you  set,  the  fewer  Stales  yo>i  will  catch.  And 
now,  in  conclusion,  if  I  might  be  allowed  to  give  to 
the  gentleman  and  his  friends  my  sincere,  and  I 
hope  unobtrusive  advice,  I  wonld  remind  them  all 
that,  in  the  long  run  and  on  the  great  scale  in  poli 
tics  and  in  private  lile,  honesty  is  the  best  policy. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  would  not  protract  tho 
debate.  With  the  argument  he  was  content,  as 
the  honorable  Senator  had  not  materially  referred 
to  it,  • 


In  the  closing  remark  of  the  Senator,  uutt4bouest< 
was  (he  best  policy"  in  politics,  as  in  private  oft,' 
he  heartily  agreed  with  him;  and  however  the  pa* 
might  have  been,  he  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
maxim  might  be  the  Senator's  constant  rate  of 
action  in  the  long  and  prosperous  life  he  vithd 
him. 

To  a  single  position  which  the  honorable  aid 
learned  gentleman  had  laid  down,  he  nmsteatri 
his  earnest  dissent;  and  but  for  that,  and  the  feu 
that  silence  on  bis  part  might  be  tortured  into  a» 
sent,  he  might  have  felt  at  liberty  to  omit  this  eatin 
reply.  The  position  was  that  a  non-vser  of  i 
power,  expressly  granted  to  this  Government  ii 
the  Constitution,  operated  to  confer  that  pour, 
and  the  exercise  of  it,  upon  the  States.  To  stub  i 
portion  he  could  not  assent,  nor  could  be  penni 
his  silence  to  be  construed  as  assent  to  a  doetriw 
which  seemed  to  h  m  so  subversive  ef  the  verj 
theory  of  written  constitutions. 

As  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  ii  re- 
lation to  the  expression  of  the  people  of  tae 
country  at  the  late  elections,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Independent  Treasury  measure,  fee  hid 
nothing  to  add  to  what  bad  formerly  passed 
between  them  upon  that  point.  They  had  tau 
differed  aa  to  what  the  verdict  of  the  people,  at  the 
late  elections,  had  decided  upon  that  point;  and  it 
was  not  likely  that  further  discussion  between  them 
would  lessen  those  differences.  It  wts  enough  for 
him  to  know  that  a  new  party  was  in  power,  sad  if 
they  repealed  that  measure,  he  hoped  they  would 
replace  it  by  one  which  would  be  wiser  and  better, 
and  more  acceptable  to  the  people. 

Mr.  LINN  addressed  the  Senate  at  some  length 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the 
debate  was  again  adjourned,  and  the  bill  was  ii* 
formally  passed  over. 

REMARKS   OF    MR.  ANDERSON, 

OF  MAINE,  mn   ,OJfl 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  December  30, JWO 
— On  the. motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  whicn 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Shbpard,  repealing  the 
pension  act  of  1837  bad  been  agreed  to. 
Mr.  ANDERSON  of  Maine  desired  to  inquire 
of  the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts,  if 
the  bill  he  intended  to  efTer  as  an  amendment  to 
the  bill  now  under  consideration,  should  ^J0* 
of  yesterday  be  reconsidered,  was  the  bill  agreed 
upon  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  yester- 
day. Mr  Rkid  replied,  that  it  was  the  bill  adopted 
by  the  committee,  with  an  additional  sectieo,  ex- 
tending to  all  the  widows  and  children  now  on  the 
pension  list,  the  same  amount  of  pension  they 
now  receive,  for  the  further  period  of  fire  years. 
Mr  ANDERSON  then  stated,  that  the  committee 
had  unanimously  agreed  upon  a  bill,  regnlaifflg 
and  defining  the  future  distribution  of  navy  pen- 
sions, and  had  instructed  him  to  improre  the  first 
opportunity  of  presenting  it  to  the  House,  ana 
also  to  a«k  that  it  be  made  the  special  order  ft* 
some  early  day  in  the  icssion— a  duty  which  ne 
should  not  fail  to  perform  at  the  earliest  moment  -, 
and  he  was  satisfied,  that  the  protracted  dioofflca 
which  this  bill  .and  amendment  had  V****** 
would  predispose"  the  House  to  a  prompt  cofttfw* 
tion  of  the  measure.  . 

He  had  made  mis  inquiry  and  this  stttcmeat,  »v 
order  that  the  House  might  fully  understand  * 
true  position  of  this  cape.    It  seemed  to  aim, ■£ 
the  argument  with  which  the  amendment :«  n 
friend  from  North  Carolina  was  originallym* 


was  at  least  in  affair  way  to  be  entirely  «^-r-- 
for  after  a  three  days'  debate  upon  the  eiptawg 
of  repealing  th<s  obnozions  law- of  1837,  WW* 
wa*  the  substance  of  his  amendment,  it  ***£ 
seriously  be  contended  that  the  House  were 
with  any  inconsiderate  ba-te„or  that  nv 
could  not  vote  understanding^  upon  it  ™?*J 
tithe  of  the  discussion  which  this  motion  ha»«"J 
sioned,  bad  been  bestowed  upon  this  «**  ^"^ 
dinary  act  of  1837,  no  ooe  will  pretend  mstR 
coald  have  had  the  slightest  chance  tfpassmgjaww 
has  excited  the  astonishment  of  every  °»*7Tj 
liar  with  the  operation  of  that  act,  laiHj* 
si  body  where  every  qiiestion-provotos  *"? 
sion  and  debate,  a  measure  so  important  Jn  i»  W 
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sequences  could  hare  gone  through  the  House 
without  question  or  opposition.  I  recollect  inquir- 
ing of  tho  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts 
who  generally  bestows  so  watchful  an  1  vigilant  a 
care  over  every  thing  connected  with  the  naval 
service,  how  this  moat  extravagant  and  ruinous 
hill  could  have  escaped  his  observation.  He  gave 
me  substantially  the  same  account  he  has  now 
given  to  the  fctoo.se.  I  put  the  same  question  to 
another  distinguished  member  of  the  committee 
from  the  State  of  Delaware,  not  now  a  member  of 
the  House,  and  received  from  him  a  similar  answer. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wis*.]  also 
a  member  of  the  committee,  had  informed  us  that 
he  was  engaged  in  other,  inquiries,  and  knew 
nothing  of  it.  How  much  good  may  have  resulted 
.  to  the  country  from  his  investigations  into  other 
supposed  abuses  of  the  Government,  I  pretend  not 
to  say.  We  have,  in  that  part  of  the  country  from 
which  I  come,  a  homely  maxim;  "that  an  ounce 
of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure;"  and  I 
cannot  hut  think  it  unfortunate  for  the  public  inte- 
rests, that  these  gentlemen  who  were  then  on  the 
committee,  could  not  have  found  time  to  look  a 
liuJe  more  carefully  into  thij  measure,  emanating 
as  it  did  from  their  own  committee. 

But,  air,  the  mischief  has  been  done,  and  under 
the  operation  of  this  law  of  1837,  entitled  an  "Act 
for  the  more  equitable  adroinistation  of  the 
navy  pension  fund"  this  magnificent  fund  of  nearly 
$1,200,000  has  been  entirely  exhausted,  and  this 
enormous  list  of  pensions  is  now  to  be  fastened 
upon  the  public  Treasury,  unless  this  law  is  now 
repealed,  or  some  other  measure  adopted  which 
shall  limit  and  restrain  the  bounty  of  the  Govern- 
ment. By  the  operation  of  this  and  other  peasion 
laws,  persons  have  been  included  as  beneficiaries 
of  this  fund,  who-e  claims  for  pensions  rest  upon 
the  most  flimsy  and  unfounded  pretences.  Not 
only  have  you  given  a  retrospective  operation  to 
this  ad  of  1837,  thereby  giving  to  officers  now 
in  the  navy,  and  to  the  widows  of  those  deceased, 
many  of  whom  were  in  affluent  circumstances, 
enormous  sums,  to  some  ef  them  as  much  as 
$20,000  at  a  payment;  but  you  have  given  to  these 
now  in  service,  pensions  lor  life,  and  there  are 
officers  holding  a  h  gh  rank  in  the  navy,  now  re- 
ceiving their  full  pay,  and  yet  drawing  pensions  for 
total  disability — a  degree  of  lavish  liberality,  to 
which,  I  will  venture  to  say,  the  legislation  of  no 
country  upon  earth  can  present  a  parallel. 

In  the  remarks  I  made  upon  the  amendment  pro- 
posed to  he  reconsidered  a  few  days  since,  I  al- 
luded to  soms  of  the  abuses  which  had  grown  out 
of  this  lav.  I  have  since  ascertained,  that  thirty- 
eight  officers,  now  in  service,  And  receiving  full 
pay,  have  been  placed  upon  the  pension  list  by  the 
operation  of  that  act,  and  are  now  receiving  both 
pension  aud  pay. 

Sir,  it  is  time  to  stop  this  gross  perversion  of  the 
public  charity,  and  I  trust  that  the  facts  developed 
by  this  disctcusion,  will  lead  to  a  speedy  arrange- 
ment of  this  whole  matter,  upon  principles  of  just 
and  reasonable  economy.  I  voted  yesterday  for 
the  amendment  of  the  member  from  North  Caro- 
lina, not  because  I  believed  it  would  remedy  the 
folly  of  the  past,  or  afford  any  sufficient  protection 
for  the  future,  but  because  I  would  not  refuse  to 
vote  tor  the  repeal  of  an  obnoxious  law,  and  be- 
cause, in  making  the  first  appropriation  from  the 
rablic  Treasury  to  pay  these  claims,  I  would  couple 
with  it  something  which  should  evince  a  determi- 
nation on  the  part  of  Congress  to  retrace  its  steps 
in  this  matter,  and  return  to  a  sounder  and  better 
policy.  There  is  a  difference  oC  opinion  as  to  the 
operation  of  the  repeal;  and  though  some  gentle- 
men seem  to  apprehend^  that  it  will  at  once  strike 
from  the  pension  lists  all  pensions  established  under 
it,  others  entertain  a  contrary  opinion.  The  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy,  in  his  annual  report  of  last 
year,  fully  expresses  the  opinion  that  it  will  not 
disturb  existing  righ's.  Even  if  it  did  so,  there 
are  other  laws  behind  it,  which,  excepting  the  re- 
trospective operation,  are  almost  as  tad;  and  the 
repeal  of  this  act  of  1837  revives  the  act  of  1834, 
which  is  nearly  as  comprehensive  and  profuse  in 
its  provisions  as  the  other,  limiting,  however,  the 
pensions  in  att  cases  to.  the  term  of  five  years. 
The  only  adequate  remedy  is  in  the  enactment  of  a 
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bill  which  shall  limit  and  define  all  pensions  now 
established,  and  hereafter  granted.  Such  a  bill, 
embodying  the'views  of  the  committee,  will  be  pre- 
sented. This  bill,  with  the  exception  of  the  sec- 
tion I  have  referied  to,  expresses  the  unanimous 
sense  of  the  committee,  has  been  considered  with 
great  care,  and  I  h<  pe  will  be  adopted  by  the  House; 
it  is  just  and  liberal  to  those  who  have  really  suf- 
fered in  the  service  of  the  country,  and  provides  a 
limited  gratuity  to  the  families  of  those  who  have 
lost  their  lives  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 
It,  however,  gives  no  pension  to  those  already  re- 
ceiving pay  from  the  Government,  and  limits  to  a 
reasonable  extent  the  amount  of  arrearages  to  whioh 
the  applicants  shall  be  entitled. 

Upon  one  point,  the  committee,  during  the  three 
years  that  I  have  had  the  konor  to  belong  to  it,  have 
been  entirely  united— and  that  is,  in  condemning  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  '37.  Tbey  bave  at  former 
sessions  reported  bills  providing  for  its  repeal;  the 
Senate  bave  also  parsed  bills  to  the  same  effect, 
and  every  gentleman  who  has  spoken  on  eiher 
side,  during  this  debate,  seems  equally  hostile  to  it. ' 
Why,  then,  should  we  hesita'e  to  repeal  it,  even  if 
the  process  be  a  little  irregular  or  unusual? 

Mr.  A.  said  he  had  regretted  that  this  debate  had 
assumed  a  party  character,  and  that  gentlemen  had 
undertaken  to  arraign  the  policy  and  conduct  of 
the  Secretaty  of  the  Navy  and  the  present  Admi- 
nistration in  connection  with  this  subject.  It  seem- 
ed to  him  that  the  course  of  the  Secretary,  in  rela- 
tion "to  this  matter,  had  been  not  only  wholly  irre- 
proachable, but  highly  creditable  and  praisewoithy. 
From  the  first  entrance  of  Mr.  Paulding  upon  the 
duties  of  his  office,  he  had  admonished  Congress  of 
the  effect  which  the  opera' ion  of  this  act  ef  1837 
was  producing  upon  the  navy  pension  fund,  and 
eirnestly  and  unceasingly  recommended  i?s  repeal 
—he  has  repeatedly  apprised  us  that  the  fund 
was  rapidly  diminishing,  and  would  be  soon 
entirely  exhausted,  and  that  a  demand  would 
be  made  upon  the  National  Treasury  to 
make  gwrt  the  deficiency.  So  careful  has  he 
been  in  the  administration  of  this  law,  that  he  has 
sent  cases— when  for  a  merely  nominal  service  in 
the  navy,  large  sums  would  be  abstracted  from  the 
fund — to  Congress,  with  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
effect  of  their  admission.  These  cases,  one  of 
which  is  now  befote  me,  were  referred  to  the  Na- 
val Committee;  but  that  committee,  not  deeming 
it  proper  to  interfere  with  the  administration  of  the 
law,  declined  expressing  an  opinion,  and  'he  claim, 
to  the  amount  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars, 
has  since  been  established  and  paid.  These  sug- 
gestions and  admonitions  of  the  Secretary  fell  up- 
on reluctant  and  unwilling  ears.  Congress  failed 
to  apply  the  proper  remedy;  and  now,  when  we  are 
called  upon  to  appropriate,  $150,000  out  of  the 
public  Treasury,  to  continue  these  payments,  and 
the  subject  has  forced  itself  upon  the  attention  of 
Congress,  it  is  neither  just  or  fair  to  attempt  to 
charge  the  Sicretary  with  what  he  has  so  earnestly 
and  incessantly  labored  to  avert. 

The  member  from  North  Carolina  has  given  so 
minute  and  accurate  an  account  of  rthe  origin  of 
this  Navy  Pension  Fund,  that  I  do  not  deem  it 
necessary  particularly  to  advert  to  it.  There  is 
one  point,  however,  upon  which  gentlemen  •eem 
to  be  laboring  under  a  strange  delusion.  They 
seem  to  imagine  that  this  fund  was  originally  the 
property  of  those  who  made  the  capture?,  from  the 
avails  of  which  it  wai  formed,  aud  that  the  Go- 
vernment is  now  bound  to  reimburse  its  entire 
amount.  This  is  a  great  mistake,  and  must  pro- 
ceed from  an  entire  misconception  of  its  origin. 
The  amount  appropriated  to  this  fund  consisted  in 
no  part  of  the  money  belonging  to  the  captors,  but 
was  the  share  belonging  by  law  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  entirely  separate  and  distinct  from  that 
portion  awarded  to  the  officers  and  crew  who 
made  the  captures.  It  was  a  mere  gratuity  at 
first,  and  if  it  has  been  improperly  or  impro- 
vident^ applied  and  administered,  it  has  not 
been  directed  to  any  other  branch  of  the  pub- 
lie  service.  1  h«pe  neither  to  fee  this  fund  rein- 
stated, or  any  other  similar  one  accumulated.  If 
pensions  or  rewards  are  properly  due  to  officers  of 
the  navy,  let  them  be  paid  directl?  out  of  the  pub- 
lic Treasury,  and  this  will  afford  the  sorest  correc- 


tive of  .extravagance  and  abuse.  Under  the  view 
of  this  ca&e  which  some  gentleman  take,  there  is 
an  tber  class  of  claimants  which,  in  my  judgment, 
present  much  stronger  claims  upon  the  liberality  of 
the  Government,  than  those  we  are  now  consider- 
ing; and  I  was  gratified  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Saltonstall]  bring  them  to 
the  notice  of  the  House.  The  widows  and  fami- 
lies of  those  whose  pergonal  enterprise  and  bravery 
in  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States 
poured  million?  into  your  Treasury,  are  now  en- 
tirely unprovided  for,  the  Mnall  fund  of  two  per 
cent  upon  the  amount  of  prize-money  being  long 
since  exhausted.  Tnerc  aie  some  thirty  of  those 
widows,  whose  husbands  fall  in  battle  on  board 
the.«e  vessels,  most  of  whom  are  in  destitute  cir- 
ca a:  stance?,  and  who  have  been,  for  several  ses- 
sions, entreating  you  to  continue  the  small  pittance 
heretofore  granted  to  them,  a  few  years  longer. 
While  you  nave  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  these  merito- 
rious petitioners,  and  while  you  have  doled  out 
your  charity  with  the  most  parsimonious  reluctance 
to  the  cflkeis  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  you 
have  not  hesitated  to  bestow  extravagant  gratuities 
upon  those  who  have  been  continually  receiving 
the  most  liberal  allowances. 

Sir,  1  repeat,  that  I  am  gratified  that  this  subject 
has  at  length  atracted  the  attention  of  the 
Hon  e;  and  that  whether  the  vole  of  yesterday 
be  reconsidered  or  not,  the  whole  subject  of 
navy  pensions  will  be  considered  and  revised 
by  the  House  at  an  early  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  NAYLOR  said  that,  ever  since  the  com- 
mencement of  this  debate,  he  had  been  endeavor- 
ing to  get  ths  floor  for  an  opportunity  of  addressing 
the  House.  When  the  bill  was  first  introduced, 
he  thought  he  had  something  to  say  upon  it,  but 
ail  his  intended  observations  had  since  been  so 
much  belter  given  by  other  gentlemen,  that  he 
should  not  now  trouble  the  House  with  what  he 
should  otherwise  have  submitted.  Yet,  inasmuch 
as  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  he  thought  it  due  to  himself  to  explain 
his  position  in  relation  to  the  subject,  and  thus 
place  himself  right  before  both  his  friends  and  ene- 
mies. He  hoped  the  vole  of  yesterday  would  be 
reconside  ed.  How  did  the  matter  at  present 
stand?  The  first  section  of  the  bill,  which  had 
been  passed,  provided  for  the  payment  of  pensions 
accruing  under  the  law  of  1837,  as  well  as  under 
other  peusion  laws.  It  provided  over  $150,000 
for  this  purpose.  But  w'  at  next?  After  the 
House  had  wisely  enacied  (his  appropriation  for 
the  express  purpose  of  carrying  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  1837  into  effect,  then  it  had  im- 
mediately taken  another  step  and  declared  that 
the  very  law  it  had  provided  to  fulfil  was  a  bad 
law  in  toto,  and  should  be  at  once  repealed!  In 
this  there  was  not  only  a  gross  inconsisency,  but 
there  was  something  else,  which  the  whole  history 
of  the  pauage  of  the  act  of  1837  would  exhibit. 
What  was  its  history? 

The  subject  of  navy  pensions  had  occupied  Con- 
gress almost  the  whole  of  the  last  session.  A  bill 
had  been  passed  in  the  Senate  and  sent  to  the  House, 
where  it  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs.  That  committee  aclej  on  the  bill. 
The  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Anderson)  in 
the  eloquent  and  very  sensible  speech  which  he 
had  just  made,  had  told  the  Hou*e  what  the  com- 
mittee had  done.  They  bad  reported  a  bill,  and 
what  was  its  effect?  To  annihilate  the  law  of 
1837?  Not  at  a');  but  to  continue  many  of  its  pro- 
visions in  full  force.  It  went  to  continue  the  bill 
which  had  yesterday  been  repealed.  But  was  that 
hasty  repeal  an  act  of  wise  and  prudent  legislation? 
If  a  man  had  an  inflamed  arm,  would  he,  to  get 
rid  of  the  inflammation,  cut  his  arm  off?  So  if 
there  existed  in  the  State  a  defective  statute,  in 
part  sound  and  wholesome,  and  in  part  injurious, 
to  get  rid  of  the  injurious  feature,  must  a  wise  Ler 
gislature  destroy  that  which  was  good  and  wise, 
and  which  the  justice  and  the  glory  of  the  country 
demanded?  The  bill  which  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  had  presented  as  the  result  of  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  Naval  Committee,  went  to  continue  so 
much  of  the  act  of  1837  as  was  sound  and  whole- 
some, while  it  cut  oft  on  y  that  portion  of  it  which 
was  unsound  and  was  injuring  the  body  politic. 
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Aad  such  was  the  general  history  of  the  coarse 
of  legislation.  No  act  was  perfect  at  its  first  en- 
actment: such  laws  as  were  perfect,  or  at  all  near 
to  perfection,  had  become  so  by  the  progressive 
wisdpin  and  emendation  of  centuries.  The  law  cf 
1837  might  be  very  imperfect,  but  it  never  would 
be  improved  by  knocking  it  on  the  head. 

PROSPECTIVE  PRE  EMPTION  BILL. 

DEBATE  IN  THE  SENATE— Concluded. 
Wednesday,  January  6,  1841. 

Taj  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  special 
«rder  of  the  day,  was  taken  up,  the  question  being  on 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  PaxNTiss,  of  Ver- 
mont, as  a  substitute  for  the  whole  bill,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and 
insert  the  following:  That  every  actual  settler  on 
any  of  the  public  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title 
has  been  extinguished,  except  such  as  are  herein- 
after reserved,  being  the  head  of  a  family,  or  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  who  was  in  possession 
and  a  house-ketper,  by  personal  residence  thereon, 
at  the  time  of  passing  this  set,  and  for  four  month  s 
next  preceding,  shall  te  entitled  to  a  pre-emption  in 
the  purchase  of  the  land  so  settled  upon,  not  exceed- 
ing one  quarter  section,  of  the  minimum  price  now 
established  by  law." 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Ky.  and  Mr.  WRIGHT  having 
submitted  their  views  of  the  subject,  as  published 
on  Tuesday — 

Mr.  LINN  rose  to  notice  so  much  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Clay]  as  referred  to  what  Mr.  L.  bad  said 
on  a  former  day,  in  regard  to  the  application  of 
force  to  carry  into  effect  the  prohibitions  of  a  pre- 
emption law.  Mr.  L.  had  then  expressed  the 
opinion  that  it  was  physically  impossible  to  remove 
by  force  tho?e  who  are  usually  termed  "squatter1" 
from  the  public  domain.  He  had  often  expressed 
that  opinion  here  and  elsewhere.  It  was  a  settled 
conclusion  of  his  mind;  and  he  now  put  it  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay] 
whether,  were  he  in  the  executive  chair,  he  would 
wield  the  military  force  of  this  Government  in  an 
endeavor  to  dispossess  them?  He  should  like  ta 
see  the  man  that  would  avow  it.  The  orders  might 
he  issued,  but  the  officers  of  the  army  never  would 
nor  could  cuxy  them  out.  They  wouH,  in  the  first 
place,  be  incompetent  to  do  it.  On  this  subject  it 
might  be  sufficient  to  advert  to  what  had  been  said, 
and  said  so  well,  the  other  day  by  bis  friend  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Sevier  ]  Such  orders 
had  once  been  given,  and  the  officers  at  temped 
to  remove  the  settlers  in  that  quarter  of  the  Union, 
and  did  remove  thea  from  Lovely  \*  purchase, 
which  bad  been  -  wrenched  from  the  Territo- 
ry of  Arkansas  by  a  treaty  with  some  tribe 
Of  Indians  from  an  old  State,  but  no  sooner  had 
the  officers  turned  their  backs  than  the  squatters 
again  returned  upon  the  lands  whic'a  they  claimed. 
Their  houses  had  been  burnt;  they  rebuilt  ihem. 
They  were  driveu  off  a  second  lime;  and  a  second 
time  they  came  back;  and  thus  they  fought  it  out, 
until  at  last  the  Government  give  up  the  contest, 
and  gave  each  of  them  320  acres  of  land:  while 
such  of  them  as  had  obeyed  and  gone  off  the  land, 
got,  in  the  end,  but  1 60  acres  by  a  bill  which  passed 
the  Senate  a  few  days  since.  Now  if  the  power 
of  the  Government  could  not  enfoice  its  prohibi- 
tion laws  in  the  single  State  of  Arkansas,  then  a 
feeble  and  dependant  Territory,  how  was  it  like'y 
to  do  it  along  the  whole  frontier  from  Lake  Supe- 
rior to  the  Sabine  river?  Before  such  an  operation 
was  attempted,  you  must  augment  your  army;  for, 
air,  the  whole  military  force  of  the  country,  as  it 
now  stands,  would  be  too  weak  to  accomplish  it. 
The  idea,  to  those  acquainted  with  the  real  s'ate  of 
the  case,  had  in  it  something  ludicrous.  It  would 
be  an  amusing  spectacle,  to  be  sure,  to  see  our  gal- 
lant and  chivalrk  officers  of  the  United  States  army 
engaged  in  driving  off  women  and  children,  while 
their  husbands  and  fathers  were  in  the  thickets  be- 
hind, read*  to  fire  upon  them  with  their  rifles! 
They  would  every  one  be  shot  down  the  moment 


they  attempted  such  a  thing;  showing,  conclusive- 
ly that  there  h  but  one  step  from  the  sublime  to  the 
ridiculous.  The  truth  was,  the  law  prohibiting  suoh 
settement  was  practically  a  dead  letter,  and  so  it 
must  forever  remain.  At  first,  there  had  been  no 
law  to  restrain  our  people  from  seitlinx  where  they 
would,  on  unocctip  ed  public  land.  The  first  law 
on  the  subject  was  passed  in  1807,  and  was  made 
against  those  who  claimed  lands  under  the  French 
and  Spanish  grants;  and  the  object  was  to  prevent 
those  who  had  only  inchoate  title  under  such  grants 
from  going  on  the  lands  they  claimed  either  to  cul- 
tivate or  survey,  and  a  most  unjust  law  it  was. 
Mr.  L.  would  speak  with  respect  of  the  legislation 
of  Congress,  but  such  was  his  opinion  of  that  law, 
as  can  be  demonstrated  in  a  moment. 

And  be  now  repeated  his  position,  that  it  was  ut« 
terly  useless  to  pass  laws  to  restrain  the  American 
people  from  going  forward  to  settle  on  the  public 
lands.  Congress  might  pass  such  edicts  as  often  as 
they  pleased,  but  they  never  could  carry  out  one 
of  them.  As  to  the  grant  ef  pre-emption,  there 
were  entire  districts  settled  wholly  under  such 
grants,  which  it  was  an  important  policy  to  bring 
into  market.  They  would  bring  millions  of  dollars 
into  the  Treasury  for  the  benefit  of  General  Har- 
rison's Administration,  and,  but  for  our  pre-emp- 
tion laws,  tl  ese  districts  would  have  been  settled 
very  gradually. 

The  Senator  reemed  earnestly  to  deprecate  a 
chance  in  our  land  system  Why,  the  land  system 
of  thelJniied  States  had  been  a  system  of  change 
from  the  beginning.  Up  to  1830,  it  was  a  credit 
system — then  it  was  changed  to  a  cash  system, 
which  was  in  its  effects  a  pre-emption  system,  be- 
cause the  payment  of  a  few  dollars  enable!  the 
poor  man  to  take  possession  of  a  choice  piece  of 
land,  and,  bv  bis  labor  and  exertions,  to  pay  the 
remainder  <  f  the  money,  by  instalments,  in  f»ve 
years.  This  was  easily  done  by  the  real  en lti  valors 
of  the  soil,  and  it  certainly  was  not  for  their  bene- 
fit that  any  change  was  made  in  the  system,  but 
almost  exclusively  for  those  who  bought  on  spe- 
culation. In  1830,  a  new  pre-emption  law  was 
passed,  which  changed  the  system  again  in  many 
particulars.  Mr.  L.  sa'd  he  should  be  sorry  to  see 
that  part  of  the  system  which  regulated  the*  survey 
of  the  lands  altered  in  any  respect.  But  as  to  the 
general  principle  of  pre-emption  itself,  it  was  only 
carrying  out  the  original  plan  of  the  old  thirteen 
Stale?  of  the  Revolution — which  plan  enabled  them 
essentially  to  battle  successfully  with  the  mightiest 
power  in  the  woild.  This  was  the  orig  nal  princi- 
ple in  regard  to  our  new  lands.  Virginia  had 
her  preemption  lawn,  and  most  of  the  lands 
ia  Kentucky  bad  been  sold  at  but  191  cents  an 
acre.  By  the  old  laws  ot  Pennsylvania,  and,  he 
believed,  of  moat  of  the  other  Atlantic  States,  a 
mere  nominal  telthmml  was  all  that  was  required. 
The  public  lands  were  not  then  expected  to  yield 
any  amount  of  money;  that  was  not  the  object;  the 
object  was  to  get  them  set  fed.  Nor  would  they 
ever  yield  the  Government  a  dollar  but  for  that 
line  of  settlers  who  went  into  the  wild  woods  and 
preceded  what  was  falsely  called  <cgood  society." 
When  the  second  line  came  forward,  they  were 
very  glad  t6  find  the  wilderness  opened  for  their 
progress,  and  some  decent  leg  cabins  ready  built 
to  their  hands.  The  same  system,  in  substance, 
though  its  form  might  be  slightly  modified,  must 
continue  to  prevail.  Mr.  L.  defied  gentlemen  to 
change  it.  Much  as  the  American  people  re- 
spected the  law,  they  never  would  consent,  for  one 
minute,  to  see  their  hardy,  enterprising  fellow-citi- 
zens turned  off  by  a  file  of  soldiers  from  the  land 
that  had  received  all  its  value  from  their  toil. 

He  hoped  gentlemen  from  the  East  and  from  the 
South  would  not  forget  the  circumstances  under 
which  their  own  forefathen  had  commenced  the  set- 
tlement of  those  portions  of  the  Union.  He  hoped 
they  would  not  forget,  either,  the  incubus  which 
the  legislation  of  Congress  had  imposed  on  the  set- 
tlers of  the  West  by  congregating  on  tbeir  frontier 
a  vast  body  of  resentful  savage  warriors,  whose 
presence,  power,  and  angry  passions  were  as  a 
shouldering  volcano  to  all  white  settlers  in  their 
vicinity.  Those  settlers  were  fully  sensible  of  their 
danger;  and  they  wished  to  fortify  and  strengthen 
themselves  against  it  by  every  means  to  tbeir  pow- 


er. Tney  wanted  to  see  coming  in  among  their  fo- 
rests new  emigrants  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 
It  was  a  matter  or  comparative  indifference  to  them 
whether  those  who  confuted  this  valuable  acces- 
sion to  their  security  were  naturalized  American 
citizens  or  not.  The  moment  the  foreigner  settled 
by  their  side,  he  became  a  sharer  in  the  common 
danger,  and  the  consciousness  of  this,  together 
with  his  hardy  aad  adventurous  habit?,  made  him 
at  once  an  efficient  soldier.  Many  years  since,  the 
General  Government  adopted  a  system,  a  weak 
and  unwise  sys'em,  in  Mr.  Linn's  apprehension, 
in  regard  to  a  certain  portion  of  the  public  domain 
wlrch  contained  lead  ore.  In  the  year  1899  or 
1833,  the  Government  invited,  by  proclamation,  all 
who  chose  to  come  there  and  dig  for  the  mineral, 
that  their  labor,  through  a  tax  upon  the  lead,  might 
constitute  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  Govern  meat 
Multitudes  of  hardy  miners  from  the  old  world  and 
from  the  new  availed  themselves  of  the  opportuni- 
ty, and  were  settled  on  on  the  lead  lands  at  the  time 
that  Black  Hawk  and  bis  party  crossed  the  Missis- 
sippi with  his  band  of  savage  followers,  and  placed 
himself  between  Galena  and  the  adjacent  new  set- 
tlements in  Illinois  and  Wiskonsan;  and,  but  for 
the  presence  and  the  hardy  bravery  of  these  mi- 
ners, the  entire  frontier  would  perhaps  have  been 
laid  waste  by  the  tomahawk  before  the  regular  ar- 
my could  have  been  concentrated  for  their  protec- 
tion. Yet  thesed  efenders  of  our  infant  se  ttlementa, 
of  the  helpless  families  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
frontier,  were  "squatter*,"  w«te  the  "intruders  and 
trespassers"  of  whom  some  gentlemen  spoke  in  such 
injurious  language.  Their  presence  was  the  means 
of  saving  millions  of  money  and  thousands  of 
lives.  It  became  men  situated  as  were  the  people 
on  our  Western  border  to  look  to  all  sources  for 
an  augmentation  of  their  strength.  Should  the  In- 
dian tribes  who  had  been  collected  on  the  frontier 
once  combine  in  an  attack  upon  the  country  of  the 
whites,  the  whole  military  force  of  the  United 
States  could  offer  but  a  feeble  resistance  to  their 
incursion.*,  but  would  be  driven  before  them  like 
chaff  before  the  wjnd.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky on  the  left  [Mr.  C  bitten  dew]  had  spoken -of 
these  Indians  as  a  set  of  poor,  naked,  half-armed 
savages,  and  had  insinuated  that  there  was  not  the 
slightest  dinger  to  be  apprehended  from  any  thing 
they  cou'd  do.  But  was  it  not  the  duty  of  that 
gentleman  to  have  investigated  somewhat  further 
the  actual  state  of  the  facts  before  he  Fpoke  thus 
slightingly  of  the  dangers  of  an  Indian  invasion  on 
defenceless  women  and  children?  Oa  the  frontier 
of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  chiefly  west  of  Arkan- 
sas, there  was  at  this  hour  a  body  of  26,000  Indian 
warriors,  prepared  at  any  time  to  take  the  field. 
They  were  now,  it  was  true,  receiving  annuities 
under  treaties  with  the  United  States;  but  let  these 
annuities  be  paid  off,  and  then  the  only  chain 
which  bound  them  to  us,  or  rather  which  held  back 
their  savage  thirst  of  slaughter  and  revenge,  would 
be  gone.  What  restrained  them  now?  In  part  the 
receipt  of  tbeir  annuities,  and  in  part  the  dread  of 
the  whites.  Bat  would  this  always  be  snificienfl 
All  who  knew  the  Indian  nature  knew  that  war 
was  their  element,  their  pride,  their  chief  delight 
Nothing  availed  to  keep  Indians  quiet  but  a  viable 
force.  It  was  vain  to  tell  them  of  a  force  they  did 
not  see;  it  must  be  before  tbeir-eye* — visible  and 
tangible.  A  people  like  this,  with  26*000  warriors 
on  the  lines,  and  many  thousands  more  within  strik- 
ing distance,  were  they  to  be  restrained  by  the  1,506 
or  9,000  troops  which  the  Government  had  on  thai 
frontier?  The  idea  was  preposterous.  Besides; 
suppose  our  dispute  with  Great  Britain,  or  some 
dispute  with  another  foreign  p^wer,  should  issae 
in  war — had  they  no  access  to  those  Indians? 
And  when  organized  for  war,  would  they  not  form 
the  most  efficient  body  of  men  of  the  kind  ever 
brought  into  the  field?  "They  most  assuredly  would. 
Those  who  doubted  this  knew  little  of  the  matter. 
What  had  been %  onr  past  experience?  All  the 
language  in  which  some  indulged  about  Indians 
being  cowards  was  an  error,  a  great  error.  Had 
our  settlements  found  them  cowards?  The  truth 
was  that,  man  to  man,  these  Indian  warriors  were 
equal  to  any  troops  upon  earth,  in  bravery  and  de- 
termined resolution:  in  dexterity,  in  facility  of 
movement,  in  wily  stratagem,  in  the  power  of  aao- 
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Britain  on  the  N©rh.  Let  the  free  race  of  Ameri- 
can pioneers  go  onward  .West,  carrying  their  lore 
of  liberty  and  all  their  free  and  beneficent  institu- 
tions with  them;  and  he  would  be  the  man  to  en- 
courage their  progress  by  every  means  within  the 
compass  of  bis  ability,  even  to  the  utmost  verge  of 
the  continent.  When  the  bill  in  regard  to  the 
Oregon  Territory  should  come  up,  Mr.  L.  hoped 
the  Senator  ftom  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittenmn] 
might  take  the  same  view  of  the  subject  which  he 
did,  and  that  he  should  then  enjoy  all  the  benefit  of 
bis  powerful  aid.  It  was  the  Stats  from  which  that 
Senator  came,  and  his  own  native  State,  that  first 
settled  its  lands  under  the  system  of  free  occupation 
of  the  public  lands.  They  came  first  into  the 
great  wilderness;  their  fathers  had  had  the  brant 
to  bear;  and  Mr.  L.  hoped  one  day  to  see  a 
noble  monument  erected,  if  not  to  these  bold 
and  enterprising  men,  at  least  to  the  noble-souled 
women  who  had  folio  *cd  their  husbands  into  the 
wilderness,  and  shared  their  toils  and  dangers. 
Cheated  they  had  been,  and  wronged  in  every  prac- 
ticable wav,  by  the  petty  county  court  lawyers  and  * 
other  reptiles  who  were  ever  found  haunting  the 
precincts  of  a  court;  and  now,  to  this  hour,  they 
were  pursued  by  the  same  class  of  wretches— heart- 
less speculators— who  were  every  there  prowling 
along  ear  frontier,  but  who  were  not  permitted  by 
public  opinion  to  wrong  them.  These  advancing 
pioneers  were  made  of  stuff  which  presented  a  tre- 
mendous battery  for  the  protection  of  the  secondary 
class  which  followed  in  their  foLtsteos.  They  hew- . 
eddown  the  timber;  they  subdued  and  extermi*. 
nated  the  beasts  of  prey;  they  discovered  and  de- 
veloped the  natural  resources  of  the  country;  they 
compelled  the  roving  Indian  to  recede  and  seek 
more  distant  hunting-grounds;  ihey  added  to  the 
national  wealth:  and  wotfld  gentlemen  forego  ad- 
vantages like  these  for  the  sake  cf  making  some 
five  or  six  cents  more  an  acre  for  the  public  land*? 
Why  should  not  a  pre-emption  bill  be  prospective 
as  well  as  retrospective?  If  such  a  law  was  fit 
and  right  to  cure  a  wound  after  it  ha  1  been  made, 
why  not  adopt  a  measnre  which  should  cause  there 
to  be  no  wound?  Illegal  combinations  of  citizens 
for  mutual  support  against  pre-emption  restrictions 
which  they  deemed  oppressive  there,  would  always 
be  on  the  frontier.  An  army  of  30,000  would  be 
vain  to  suppress  them.  Why  not  supersede  the 
cause  and  the  temptation? 

As  to  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
domain  among  the  States,  he  wuuld  give  it  here  as 
hi«  opinion  that,  should  such  a  measure  ever  pre- 
vail, the  inevitable  would  be  that  the  lands  would 
be  held  up  from,  sale  from  year  to  year,  until  (as 
he  had  heard  suggested  by  an  honorable  Senator 
once  on  that  floor)  their  value  reached  (30  an  acre. 
He  greatly  regretted  that,  by  unwise  and  mistaken 
legislation,  men  should  be  wrongly,  irresistibly 
tempted,  nay,  compelled,  to  evade  the  law,  and, 
still  more,  the  attempt  to  enforce  such  law  by  the 
armed  troops  of  the  United  States.  Should  a  con- 
test of  that  miserable  character  ever  take  place,  no 
man  who  knew  the  people  of  the  West  could  doubt 
for  a  moment  how  it  must  terminate. 

The  bill  having  been  ordered  to  be  printed,  to- 
gether with  all  the  amendments  hitherto  adopted, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

Thursday,  January  7, 1841. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  tha  bill  to  establish  a 
permanent  prospective  pre-emption  system  in  favor 
of  settlers  on  the  public  lands  who  shall  inhabit 
and  cultivate  the  same,  and  raise  a  log  cabin 
thereon;  and  the  question  being  on  the  following. 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Prentiss  of  Vermont, 
as  a  substitute  for  the  whole  bill: 

"Strike  out  all  after  me  enacting  clause,  and  in-, 
sert  the  following;  That  every  actual  settler  on  any 
of  the  public  land?  to  which  the  Indian  title  has 
been  extinguished,  except  such  as  are  hereinafter  re- 
served, being  the  head  of  a  family,  or  over  twenty-  . 
one  years  of  age,  who  was  in  possession  and  a 
housekeeper,  by  personal  residence  thereon,  at  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  this  act  and  for  four  months 
next  preceding,  shall  be  entitled  u  a  pre-emption  in 
the  purchase  of  the  land  so  settled  upon,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  quarter-section,  at  the  minimum  price 
now  established  by  law." 


cessful  ambuscade,  they  were  superior,  far  superi- 
or. Exposed  to  neighbors  like  these,  was  it  unrea- 
sonable that  the  people  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas 
were  anxious  to  invite  among  them  all  the  settlers 
they  could  get? — that  they  should  be  in  favor  of 
pre-emption  laws?— especially  when  it  was  remem- 
bered that  those  laws  did  but  carry  out  the  great 
and  pervading  principle  on  which  the  entire  conti- 
nent had  been  in  the  first  instance  settled?  The 
French  and  Spanish  Government  asked  no  money 
from  the  settlers  of  their  wild  lands — all  they  de- 
manded tkas  inhabitation  and  cultivation.  Th»y 
wanted  men — farmers,  cultivators  of  the  soil. 
And  then,  to  encourage  a  spirit  of  devotion  to  the 
public  good,  they  rewarded  meritorious  services 
by  additional  land  grants.  Many  of  their  colonies 
had  thus  been  planted.  Even  as  a  mere  financial 
measure,  the  present  bill  would  do  much  toward 
filling  the  coffers  of  the  coming  Administration. 
The  new  lands  on  the  River  Plattt  district  alone, 
when  brought  into  market,  would  bring  into  the 
Treasury  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars. 

There  was  anoiher  poinf  to  which  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clav]  had  alluded, 
viz:  the  prospect  of  increased  revenue  from  the 
lands,  by  a  graduation  of  their  price.  Look  at  the 
so  much  vaunted  land  system,  and  see  what  had 
been  its  practical  operation.  The  amount  of  land 
which  a  settler  could  take  up  was  at  first  160  acre*: 
from  this  it  bad  been  reduced  to  80  acres.  Did  this 
lessen  the  land  sales?  No,  it  had  greatly  increased 
them.  The  principle  had  been  pushed  still  further, 
and  the  quantity  reduced  to  40  acres.  Aud  did  not 
a  similar  result  follow?  Were  not  the  sales  in- 
creased? And  as  this  had  been  the  effect  of  lessen- 
ing the  quantity,  why  should  it  be  doubted  that  a 
redaction  of  the  pries  of  inferior  lands  long  ae 
glected  would  have  the  hke  consequence?  The 
Senator  seems  to  think  it  very  unreasonable,  ridi 
eulous,  to  hold  such  an  opinion— it  was  his  opi- 
nion. He  believed  that  the  result,  if  ever  the  ex- 
periment is  made,  will  prove  it  He  considered  the 
opposite  opinion  supremely  ridiculous.  General 
Hani  on  was  held  up  in  Missouri  and  elsewhere  in 
the  West  and  Southwest  as  a  preemption  man. 
Votes  were  claimed  for  him  expressly  on  that 
ground.  He  was  spoken  of  by  his  friends  as  "a 
log  cabin  man,1'  and  we  were  told  that  he  would 
extend  his  favor  to  the  inhabitant  of  log  cabins  all 
over  the  United  States.  If  left  to  himself— if  per- 
mitted to  act  from  the  promptings  of  his  own  judg- 
ment, and  according  to  his  personal  knowledge  of 
Western  life,  it  is  probable  he  may;  but  it  seemed 
to  him,  from  what  he  could  gatbtr  of  hid  sayings 
and  doings,  (and  they  seem  something  like  the  inar- 
ticulate whisperings  of '  the  ancient  prophetic 
shrines,)  that  it  is  very  hard  to  conjecture  what  his 
course  in  this  or  any  other  respect  will  be.  But 
it  had  been  charged  upon  Mr.  Van  Buren  that  his 
opinions  in  relation  to  the  public  lands  bai  under- 
gone a  change,  from  the  influence  of!  certain  indi- 
viduals that  had  access  to  his  private  ear.  What 
had  the  settlers  to  expect  from  Gen.  Harrison,  after 
the  bold  avowals  that  had  been  made  that  day  by  a 
person  that  might  be  considered  a  power  behind  the 
throne  greater  than  the  throne  itself?    We  shall 


He  knew  they  were  under  great  disadvantages  at 
the  present  time  for  bringing  forward  this  measure, 
or  any  other  of  a  liberal  nature,  in  regard  to  the 
public  lands.  Missouri,  Louisiana,  Wiskonsan, 
Arkansas,  and  a  few  other  States  and  Territories,. 
are  left  to  fight  this  great  battle  alone,  as  the  new 
States  axe  rapidly  becoming  old  States,  in  relation 
to  the  public  domain.  .  It  is  the  interest  of  the  old 
States,  as  they  seem  to  tank,  to  advance  the  price 
of  the  public  lands.  Pre-emption  may  suit  a 
temporary  purposes,  by  filling  the  exhausted  cof- 
fers of  the  Government;  but  their  abiding,  perma- 
nent interest,  is  to  bold  up  these  lands,  and  get  a 
high  price  for  them,  to  go  to  the  fenmadtofe  filling  the 
8tate  treasuries. 

But  looking  t  j  this  question  in  an  enlarged  national 
point  of  view,  it  seemed  to  him  that  every  reasonable 
encouragement  should  be  given  to  the  extension  of 
oar  settlement*,  to  aid  in  the  development  of  our 
resources.  Under  the  invitation  of  the  Govern- 
ment adverted  to,  the  extensive  and  fertile  regions 
in  upper  Illinois,  Wiskonsan,  and  Iowa,  were  la* 


ridly  peopled.  The  flourishing  and  popolous  towns 
of  Ga'ena,  Dubuque,  and  many  others,  sprung 
into  existence  like  magic,  and  in  a  few  years  the 
wilderness  was  made  to  blossom  like  a  garden. 
Look  for  one  moment  at  the  results.  This  people 
dug  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  hidden  riches,  and 
from  that  time  have  increased  the  production  of 
lead  until  it  amounts  to  fifteen  or  twenty  millions 
of  pounds  annually;  being  enough,  perhaps,  to 
render  us  independent  of  foreign  powers  for  this 
important  article  so  necevary  to  our  defence  in 
time  of  war.  And,  sir,  Massachusetts  and  other 
manufacturing  States  upon  the  Atlantic  border, 
where  labor  is  cheap,  are  as  much  or  more  inte- 
rested in  thus  producing  national  wealth  as  we  are, 
as  they  furnish  manufactured  articles  in  return  for 
raw  material.  His  own  constituents  (be  said) 
had  also  contributed  in  this  way  to  the  sum  of  na- 
tional wealth  by  the  annual  production  of  several 
million  pounds  of  lead,  much  of  which  has  been 
made  from  the  public  lands  ox  private  property 
acquired  under  different  pre  emptioo  laws.  They 
were  now  turning  their  attention,  with  energy,  to 
the  cultivation  of  hemp;  and  such  was  the  value  of 
the  article  for  its  fineness,  silkiness,  and  strength, 
that  it  commanded  in  the  Boston  market  (90  per 
ton  more  than  Kentucky,  and  was  now  beginning 
to  be  imported  into  the  State  of  Kentucky  for  the 
purpose  of  being  wrought  into  cotton  bagging.  He 
understood  from  undoubted  authority  that  is  is 
stronger  than  the  best  Russian  hemp.  This  hemp 
was  raised  upon  lands  the  title  to  most  of  which' 
was  acquired  under  the  operation  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion laws,  or  by  squatters,  who  are  now  awaiting 
the  passage  of  one*  This  was  important  for 
the  support  of  na  important  arm  of  national  de- 
fence, v  zt  the  navy  How  was  it  that  Daniel  Boon 
commenced  the  settlement  of  Kentucky?  There 
were  then  no  such  laws  as  our  pre-emption  laws, 
taking  from  the  settler  fk  1  25  per  acre  for  his 
land?;  no  law  to  restrain  him  from  the  wilderness. 
He  roamed  and  squatted  where  he  pleased,  and  no 
one  knew  better  than  his  friend  [Mr.  Crittxndiw] 
what  had  been  the  results.  Driven  from  Kentucky 
by  injustice,  and  impelled  by  his  love  of  danger, 
he  sought  a  lonely  spot  in  Missouri,  on  the  extreme 
fron'ier  of  civilization,  and  squatted  on  the  public 
ands,  and  contributed  to  its  defence.  It  seemed 
as  if  bis  fearless  spirit  still  hovered  ever  what  was 
once  his  favorite  haunt,  and  pointed  his  descend- 
ants to  the  shores  of  the  Western  Ocean;  and  these 
descendants  are  now  requesting  Mr.  Linn  to  use 
his  influence  te  get  them  appointments  in  any  expe- 
dition fitted  out  for  the  Oregon  Territory.  It  was 
to  be  regretted  that  this  old  man,  this  hardy  and 
adventurous  pioneer,  could  not  have  lived  a  few 
years  longer  to  see  this  broad  Union  stretching  it- 
self from  one  great  ocean  to  the  other. 

Boon  was  a  living  type,  an  impersonation  at  it 
were,  of  th«  spirit  which  had  settled  this  continent. 
Mr.'  L.  rejoiced  to  see  the  same  spirit  in  full  force 
and  action  to  this  hour.  God  forbid  be  should  ever 
see  it  stopped;  but.  that  could  not  be  done.  The 
whole  force  of  the  Government  could  not  stop  it; 
he  defied  them  to  do  it.  Looking  at  the  whole 
course  of  the  American  Government  and  nation  in 
relation  to  the  public  domain  and  commerce,  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  governed  chiefly  by  an  eye  to 
dollars  and  cent*.  He  saw  how  his  countrymen 
suffered  themselves  to  be  kicked  about  and  imposed 
upon;  how  they  permitted  their  property  to  be  de- 
stroyed upon  the  ocean  and  upon  the  land,  and 
their  citizens  murdered  within  the  very  sight  oi  our 
own  shores.  He  saw  their  patience,  their  meek- 
ness, their  forbearance;  but  what  was  at  the  bot- 
tom of  it  at  all?  The  dollars  and  cents.  What  a 
commit  did  this  exhibit  to  that  prominent  and  ad- 
mirable feature  of  the  British  system  of  policy, 
which  was  to  protect  the  man,  the  British  subject, 
wherever  he  might  be!  Without  this,  she  never 
could  have  stood  so  long  the  enormities  of  her  sys- 
tem. He  thought  that,  as  American  citizens,  we 
ought  to  feel  proud  while  witnessing  the  march  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  race  in  its  onwasd  progress  for 
the  benefit  of  the  human  species.  He  would  re- 
joice to  see  it  surmount  the  rugged  tops  of  the 
Rocky  mountains,  and,  pouring  over  into  the  fer- 
tile valleys  beyond,  form,  by  its  presence  and  its 
bravery,  an  impenetrable  barrier  against  Great 
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Mr.  HUNTINGTON  addressed  the  Senate,  in 
substance,  as  follows: 

It  is  no  part  of  my  present  purpose  to  dif  cuss,  at 
much  length,  the  general  subject  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion laws  of  the  United  States.  T|?ere  are  two 
reasons  which  deter  me  from  such  a  discussion. 
One  is,  that  the  indications  are  quite  apparent  that 
t  majority  of  the  Senate  will  sustain  the  policy  of 
these  laws  in  some  form;  and  toe  other  is,  that  ihe 
subject  has  been  so  often  and  so  recently  the  topic 
of  debate  here,  that  it  cannot  be  expected  that 
much,  if  any  thing,  which  is  new  or  important,  ap- 
pertaining to  it,  can  be  suggested.  I  wfrh,  how- 
ever, to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate— of  the 
friends  as  well  as  of  the  opponents  of  preemption 
laws — to  the  peculiar,  and,  I  think,  extraordinary 
provisions  contained  in  the  bill  before  a? ;  provi- 
sions which,  when  understood,  1  cannot  believe 
will  be  adopted  by  this  body. 

That  this  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  is  an  exten- 
sion of  the  pre-emption  system;  that  it  introduces 
new  principles,  gives  gt eater  faci  ittes,  and  holds 
oat  new  encouragements  to  settlers  on  ihe  public 
lands,  is  not  denied.  Indeed,  the  latter  object  is 
apparent  on  the  face  of  the  bill,  and  avowed  in  de- 
bate. That  it  will,  in  effect,  produce  an  entire  re- 
volution in  our  whole  system  relating  to  the  public 
lands;  that  it.  is  unjust  to  the  States  collectively, 
and  impolitic,  inexpedient,  and  fraught  with  eerie  us 
mischief,  I  have  no  doubt;  and  I  propose  to  exa- 
■line  the  several  sections  of  the  bill  with  the  vi«w 
of  sustaining  the  opinion  just  expressed. 

The  bill  is  prospective  in  its  operation.  It  does 
not  look  merely  to  the  advantage  and  security  of 
the  settler,  who  has  already  gone  on  the  public  lands, 
in  good  fdi'h,  and  made  his  improvements,  and 
who  is  still  there,  with  the  intention  of  becoming  a 
pirmanent  resident,  and  a  citizen  of  the  State 
where  he  has  settled.  In  this  respect  it  diffeis  fioro. 
former  pre-emption  law?.  They  were  intended  te 
give"  the  industrious  and  enterprising  settler  the 
fruit  of  his  labor  and  industry,  already  bestowed 
ujpon  the  public  lands,  by  allowing  him  the  privi- 
lege of  pre-emption.  The  act  of  1838  confined  its 
benefits  to  the  actual  settler  of  these  lands,  who 
wax  in  possession,  by  personal  residence  on  the 
land,  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  for 
four  months  next  preceding.  Security,  in  the  form 
of  pre-emption,  for  settlements  and  improvements 
already  made,  was  (he  design  of  that  and  the  pre- 
vious acts.  This  bill  provide*  for  a  nftw  class  of 
settlers.  It  holds  out  encouragement*  to  enter  upon 
the  public  lands  without  right  or  title.  It  declares 
that  the  persons  described  in  it  "who  shall  make  a 
settlement,"  Ac.  shall  be  entitled  to  a  priority  in 
the  purchase.  Tt  invites  to  unlawful  entries  upon 
the  public  domain,  li  offers  inducements  to  com- 
mit trespasses  upon  the  propeity  of  the  nation.  It 
says  to  the  settler,  in  advance,  that  he  shal  be  se- 
cured in  the  pre-emption  right  to  lands  to  whxh  he 
has  not  the  shadow  cf  a  legal  or  equitable  claim,  if 
he  will  enter  upon  them.  It  is  a  proclamation  by 
s  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales,  proposing  not 
merely  protection  to  those  who  are  already  settlers, 
hut  containing  an  invitation  to  the  people  of  all 
nations  to  become  intruders  upon  the  public  lands, 
and  offering  to  secure  them  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  fruits  of  their  trespass.  Why  should  there  be 
such  a  departure  from  the  principle  adopted  in  for- 
mer pre-emption  laws?  Why  should  the  legisla- 
tion of  Congress  be  invoked  to  encourage  violations 
of  its  laws,  unlawful  entries  upon,  and  continued 
possession  of  its  property?  Why  should  a  general 
request  be  made  to  settle  down  upon  the  best  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States.  Has  a  law  holding 
out  such  inducements  the  sanction  of  any  just  or 
equitable  principle?  Or  can  it  be  defended  on  the 
ground  of  general  expediency  or  public  policy? 
.  But  to  whom  is  this  invitation  given?  Who  are 
tpjbe  the  objects  of  the  bounty  of  the  Government? 
wVo  may  claim  the  benefit  of  this  pre-emption 
law*  The  answer  to  these  questions  may  be  given 
W  looking  to  the  personal  qualification!  required 
of  the  settler,  and  the  acts  which  it  is  necessary  for 
him  to  perform.  By  the  law  of  1838,  he  must  be 
tnVfcead  of  a  family,  or  over  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  and  a  housekeeper.  He  must  be  an  actual 
settler,  in  possession  by  personal  residence.  By  the 
proposed  act,  the  settler  moat  be  a  white  person, 


the  head  qf  a  family,  or  a  widow,  or  a  single  man 
over  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  he  must  make  a 
settlement,  inhabit  and  improve  the  land,  and  raise 
a  log  cabin  or  other  dwelling  thereon.  To  all  such, 
from  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  whether  aliens  or 
citizens,  and  without  reference  to  character;  whe- 
ther they  owe  allegiance  to  this  or  some  other 
country;  whether  favorably  disposed  or  h'Sti'e  to 
our  free  Lis'itutioo*;  whether  good  or  bad  inhabi- 
tant?; to  all,  indiscriminately,  is  the  invitation 
given  to  become  freeholders  and  owners  of  real 
estate  in  this  country.  Is  it  desirat  le  that  such  an 
unlimited  offer  should  be  made?  Is  it  g  od  policy 
to  encourage  e7ery  description  of  persona  to  be- 
come proprietors  of  our  soil,  and  to  remain  such 
(when  aliens)  as  long  as  they  please  to  continue 
the  subjects  of  a  fereign  power?  Does  thi*  com- 
port with  that  policy  which  seeks  to  perpetuate  our 
free  institutions?  or  with  that  wisdom  which  wouH  . 
encourage  only  the  honest,  the  virtuous,  the  indus- 
trious, to  become  owners  of  lands  in  the  nation? 
But  this  bill  is  not  confined,  as  was  the  act  of  1838, 
to  heads  of  families  and  adults.  It  allows  widows, 
and  single  men  over  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  to 
participate  in  its  benefits.  It  invites  the  youth  of 
eighteen,  who  is  under  parental  care  an  1  authority, 
who«e  duties  to  his  parents  have  not  ceased,  and  who 
is  legally  incompetent  to  make  valid  contracts,  (ex- 
cept in  a  few  cases,)  to  become  a  settler  on  the 
public  land*;  to  leave  the  service  and  protection  of 
his  father,  and  select  for  himself  a  portion  of  the 
public  property,  and  obtain  a  pre-emption  right  in 
it.  Can  such  a  separation  of  parent  and  child  be 
deemed  expedient?  Ojght  encouragement  to  be 
given  to  such  a  class  of  settler*? 

Sach  are  the  per  sob  al  qualifications  of  the  set- 
tler required  by  this  act.  I  will  now  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  the  acis  to  be  done  by  him  to 
secure  to  htm  its  privileges.  It  is  only  necessary 
that  he  should  "make  a  settlement,"  "inhabit  and 
improve"  the  land,  "and  raise  a  log  cabin  or  oher 
dwelling  thereon."  This  language  is  very  indefi- 
nite. No  clear,  precise  meaning  is  given  to  the 
words  settlement,  inhabitancy,  improvement,  log 
cabin,  or  other  dwelling.  It  is  certainly  open  to 
the  construction,  even  if  it  will  admit  of  any  other, 
that  the  slightest  improvement,  the  frailest  tene- 
ment, the  shortest  occupancj,  will  suffice.  The 
bill  does  not  provide  whU  shall  be  the  na'-ure  or 
the  extent  of  the  improvement,  what  the  dwelling, 
or  how  long  it  shall  be  inhabited,  to  confer  the  pri- 
vileges secured  by  it.  The  occupant  may  improve 
a  toot  of  the  land — may  cut  down  a  single  tree- 
clear  away  a  few  bushes— build  a  rod  of  fence — 
erect  the  slightest  possible  dwelling,  not  larger  than 
is  sufficient  to  contain  nis  person—remain  on  the 
land  for  a  short  time  only — entering  upon  it  with 
the  rising  sun,  and  departing  from  it  when  it  f etsf 
and  then  claim  the  benefit  of  pre-emption.  He  is 
not,  by  the  words  of  the  act,  required  to  make  a 
bona  fide  settlement  and  improvement.  Wholly 
different  was  the  law  of  1838  in  this  respect.  That 
provided  that  the  settler  should  evince  the  honerty 
of  hit  purpose,  the  sincerity  of  his  act  of  settlement, 
the  bona  fidet  of  his  intention,  by  his  being  either 
the  head  of  a  family,  or  over  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  and  also  a  housekeeper,  by  persona1^  residing 
on  the  land  al  the  time,  and  at  least  four  months 
next  preceding  the  passage  of  the  act.  Tnis  fur- 
nished some  security  that  his  design  was  hot  specu- 
lation in  the  public  lands  for  bis  own  benefit,  or  for 
o  hers;  not  a  fraud  upon  the  equity  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion law;  not  a  mere  nominal  improvement  of  the 
land  and  a  temporary  settlement  upon  it.  Under 
that  law,  he  could  not  come  and  go  in  a  night; 
erect  a  building  which  would  perish  in  less  than  a 
week;  make  a  mere  show  of  residence  and  im- 
provement, and  then  claim  the  preemption.  He 
was  to  have  a  family,  or  be  over  twenty  one 
years  of  age;  a  housekeeper;  an  actual  settler, 
and  this  for  at  least  four  months,  and  down 
to  the  passage  of  the  act.  If  this  is  somewhat 
indefinite,  it  is  much  less  so  than  the  proposed  act. 
It  provided  some  test  of  honesty  and  sincerity, 
and,  perhaps,  practically  furnished,  in  most  cases, 
adequate  security  that  the  settlement  was  made  in 
good  faith.  It  excladed  minors:  it  neither  broke 
up,  nor  held  out  inducements  to  destroy,  the  rela- 
tion of  parent  and  child,  and  its  legal  consequences. 


It  was  the  housekeeper  only  for  whom  provision 
was  made,  and  such  a  person,  it  would  be  expected, 
would  have  a  comfortable  dwelling*  and  the  time  of 
his  residence  was  required  to  be  four  mouths  at  least, 
tbac  it  might  appear  that  he  was  not  a  mere  so- 
journer, but  that  his  residence  was  intended  to  be 
permanent.  The  bill  under  consideration  contains 
no  such  salutary  provisions.  It  opens  a  wide  door 
to  fraudulent  settlement9,  and  to  the  pet  version  of 
that  equity  on  which,  it  is  alleged,  all  pre  emption 
laws  rest,  and  by  reason  of  which  supposed  equity 
such  laws  have  found  advocates  and  friend*.  What 
necessity  exists  for  this  unusually  loose  legislation? 
Why  should  encouragement  be  given  to  fraudulent 
settlers?  What  reason  can  be  urged  sufficient  to 
justify  a  law  which,  in  its  operation,  will  benefit 
mainly  the  speculator  and  rich  man?  Why  should 
those  who  wish  to  force,  more  rapidly  than  hereto- 
fore, the  settlement  of  the  new  States,  and  to  in- 
crease, in  a  still  greater  ratio,  their  numbers,  coun- 
tenance a  project  which,  so  far  from  securing  to 
them  an  industrious  acd  permanent  population, 
holds  out  inducements  mainly  te  such  as  have  no 
intention  to  become  citizens  anl  residents,  but  to 
use  the. law  for  the  purposes  of  speeulition;  and  to 
add  to  their  already  overgrown  wealth? 

The  Senate  will  thus  perceive  who  are  the  special 
objects  of  (he  bounty  of  the  Government,  and  what 
acts  are  required  of  them  to  entitle  them  to  receive 
it.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  class  is  exceedingly  nu- 
merous, and  little  else  than  what  is  tantamount  to  a 
demand  of  the  boon  is  required  as  a  preliminary  to 
its  receipt.  But  of  whit  land  is  tbe  settler  entitled 
to  the  pre-emption?  To  what  portions  of  the  pub- 
lic land  is  he  confined?  It  would  seem  reasonable 
that  his  right  shonld  extend,  in  ordinary  cases,  onlj 
to  that  quarter  >ection  on  which  be  has  settled; 
for  his  equity  arises  out  of  the  fact  that  he  has 
settled  upon  and  improved  the  land,  and  then  erect- 
ed his  dwelling.  The  law  of  pre-emption  is  found- 
ed on  the  assumed  principle  that  it  would  be 
unjust  to  take  from  an  honest  and  meritorious 
sutler  the  fruits  of  bis  industry.  To  protect  him, 
therefore,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  product  of  his 
labor  is  the  design  of  the  law,  which  gives  him 
priority  in  the  purchase.  He  should,  of  course, 
unless  ntrong  reasons  exist  for  an  exception  in  par- 
ticular cases,  be  restricted  in  the  right  to  the  pro- 
perty on  which  that  labor  has  been  bestowed.  And 
such  was  the  law  of  1838.  But  in  the  provisions 
of  this  bill  no  such  res  trie  ion  is  found.  The  set* 
tier  is  entitled  "to  a  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of 
a  quantity  of  the  public  land  not  exceeding  one 
quarter  section,  in  legal  subdivisions,"  &c  He 
need  not  confine  himself  to  any  portion  of  that  on 
which  he  has  made  a  settlement,  provided  he  can 
find  any  public  land,  in  any  State  or  Territory, 
which  is  open  to  pre-emption.  He  may  traverse 
the  whole  Western  country,  select  the  best  quar- 
ter section  he  can  find,  which  is  n<*t  pre-eceupied 
or  reserved,  and  if  the  subject  of  pre-emption,  and, 
under  color  and  by  virtue  of  his  (settlement  on 
other  land,  claim  the  pre  emption  right  Nor  it 
he  expressly  limited  in  his  selection  to  public 
lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguish- 
ed, or  which  have  been  surveyed.  If  no  survey  of 
it  has  been  made,  and  perhaps  if  the  Indian  title  is 
still  outstanding,  he  may  settle  upon  it  The  hill 
provides  that  the  settler  "who  shall  make  a  settle- 
ment on  any  of  the  public  lands  to  which  the  In- 
dian title  has  been  or  shall  be  extioguished,whether 
the  same  be  surveyed  not,9'  shall  be  entitled,  6e. 
The  language  is  not,  (as  it  should  be,)  to  which 
the  Indian  title  shall  have  been  extinguished  at  the 
time  of  such  settlement.  This  would  confine  him 
to  such  lands.  And  this  was  the  law  of  1838.  It 
declared  that  no  right  of  pre-emption  should  ac- 
crue to  any  person  or  persons  in  consequence  <f 
any  settlement  or  improvement  made  before  Ihe 
extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  the  land  on 
which  such  settlement  or  improvement  was  made. 
And  the  policy  and  justice  of  such  a  limitation  is 
too  obvious  to  require  argument.  It  cannot  be 
thought  expedient  to  confer  on  these  settlers  or  in- 
truders the  privilege  of  going  upon  your  choicest 
lands,  which  are  not  subject  to  sale,  and  preoccu- 
pying the  best  quarter  sections,  and  thus  acquiring 
the  right  or  pre  emption.  But  this  bill  may  be  so 
construed  aa  to  give  this  privilege,  provided  the  In* 
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dian  titJ«  shall  be  extinguished  at  any  time  daring 
the  continuance  of  the  pre  empticn  right. 

This  bill  confers  other  benefits  than  ihose  wbich 
have  been  mentioned. ,  It  gives  the  sett'er  liberty 
to  make  bis  improvement  and  settlement  on  dif- 
ferent quarter  sections,  and  in  such  case  allows 
him  lo  "make  choice  of  ibe  quarter  be  will  take, 
or  take  parts  of  each  in  legal  subdivisions,"  if  not 
prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  other?.  What  a  power 
is  here  given  !  and  what  opportunity  is  afforded  to 
gain  prioiity  in  the  purchase  of  the  best  of  the 
public  lands  I  The  settler  may,  if  he  please,  erect 
his  dwelling  on  different  quarter  section?.  He 
may  select  those  which  are  particularly  valuable 
in  quality,  or  which  possess  important  water  pri- 
vileges or  other  advantages.  They  may  be  conti- 
guous to  each  ether  in  different  quarter  sections. 
And  when  the  period  arrives  that  bis  pre  emption 
right  is  to  be  perfected,  be  may  select  an  entire 
quarter  section,  or  parts  of  each,  shut  oat  all  other 
daring  the  lime  allowed  him  to  make  the  purchases, 
and  thus  gain  priority  as  to  one  entire  quarter 
flection,  or  to  portions  of  twe,  at  his  election.  Can 
any  gocd  reason  be  given  for  such  a  license  as 
this?  Why  should  he  be  allowed  to  ?ettle  on  ad- 
joining quarter  section?,  and  then  avail  himself  of 
me  peculiar  privileges  of  both,  to  the  exclusion 
of  other  equally  meritorious  seUler&I 

This  bill  also  gives,  in  one  event,  the  pre-emp- 
tion in  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
For  although,  in  the  first  section,  it  provides  that 
the  settler  shall  be  limi'ed  to  a  quantity  not  ex- 
ceeding "one  quarter  section,  in  legal  subdivi- 
sions," it  declare*,  in  the  4th  section,  that  where 
this  quantity  cannot  be  had  entire,  the  entries  may 
be  made  in  tracts  of  eighty  acre?,  or  foity  acres,  or 
fractions;  and  wbeo  the  fractii  n  shall  be  more 
than  the  quantity  required  to  complete  the  pre- 
emption, the  excess  shall  be  paid  for,  and  the  pre- 
emption ti'bt  shall  extend  to  the  whole  fraction. 
It  wilt  be  seen  that  there  is  no  prohibition  to  set- 
ding  on  a  tract,  where  the  quantity  cannot  be  had 
cadre;  and  of  course  nothing  to  prevent,  in  such 
case*,  an  entry  in  fractions;  and,  in  case  of  excess, 
a  right  to  more  than  a  quarter  section.  It  would 
be  djfficalt  to  assign  a  satisfactory  iea«on  for  con- 
ferring mch  a  privilege. 

Another  unusual,  unnecessary,  and  nwt  extra- 
ordinary pri/ilcge  is  conferred  by  this  bi  1  on  the 
settlers  on  ti  e  public  lands.  By  the  law  of  1838, 
itwas  enacted  that  where  more  than  one  person 
bad  settled  upon  any  one  quarter  section,  each 
should  have  an  equal  share  in  it,  but  shou'd  have 
no  claim  to  any  other  land  by  virtue  of  that  act. 
The  policy  of  ihis  provision  is  quite  obvious.  Its 
justice  is  equally  apparent.  By  the  present  bill,  if 
two  or  more  persons  sball  have  settled  on  the  same 
quarter  section,  it  shall  be  divided  between  them, 
and  the  deficiency  made  up  to  each  out  of  the  con- 
tiguous vacant  ground,  excluding,  however,  from 
the  benefit  of  this  provision,  a  wilful  intruder  on 
the  known  claim  of  another;  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  pre-emption  right  to  what  it  equivalent  to  a 
whole  quarter  section  attaches  in  favor  of  each  set; 
tier,  where  there  is  more  than  one,  on  the  same 
quarter  section;  and  it  is  to  be  remembered  that 
there  is  no  prohibition  to  an  amicable  settlement 
and  improvement,  by  two  or  more,  of  the  .*aoie. 
I  now  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  conse- 
quences which  may  follow  from  the  adoption  of 
this  provision,  especially  when  taken  in  connection 
with  other  provisions  to  which  I  have  adverted 
Any  nomber  of  individaals  may  a^socia'e  to  im- 
prove the  same  quarter  section.  The  head  of  a 
family  who  has  several  sons  over  eighteen  years  of 
age  may  pot  theaa  on  such  a  sf  ction,  and  obtain  lor 
hi  nself,  through  them,  or  they  may  obtain  for 
themselves,  each,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
Combinatk  ns  of  persons,  in  any  numbers,  may  be 
formed,  for  the  very  purpose  of  acquiring  the  prior 
right  of  purchase  of  this  quantity.  Hundreds  may 
associate  from  every  nati  n  upon  eanb,  enter  upon 
the  same  quarter  section,  erect  a  building  just  suf- 
ficient to  hold  their  person*,  improve  the  smallest 
portion  of  the  land,  and  for  the  shortest  time,  and 
then  each  has  a  lawful  claim  to  what  is  equal  to  a 
quarter  section.  This  would  indeed  give  an  in- 
choate right  to  a  very  large  quantity  of  the  public 
lands.    It  wonld  spread  over  immense  tracts  of 


tbe  national  domain  the  beneficial  lien  of  pre-emp- 
tion. It  would  lock  it  np  from  the  enterprise  of 
others.  It  would  secure  it,  for  a  limited  period,  from 
the  claims  of  all  others.  It  might,  if  carried  to  its 
extreme  limits,bind  most  of  tbe  valuable  lands  of  tbe 
U  Slates,  which  are  sublet  to  the  operation  of  tbe 
bill,  with  the  stiong  cord  of  pre-emption,  and  which 
no  law  ould  break.  And  will  the  Senate  adopt  a 
measure  producing  such  result;?  Will  they  open 
the  public  lands  to  adventurers  of  any  and  every 
character  from  every  portion  of  the  world,  and  al- 
low them  to  nni.e  in  making  a  fraudulent  settle- 
ment, and  obtain,  as  tbe  fruits  of  it,  a  quarter  sec 
tion  for  esch?  Do  our  Western  friends  desire  ruch 
privileges  to  be  given,  indiscriminately,  to  those 
who  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  them?  Will  this 
give  to  the  n«w  Slates  a  healthv,  sound,  industrious', 
and  permanent  population?  Is  this  for  the  benefit 
of  tbe  p<  or  man  who  eeeks  a  home  in  the  Far 
West,  builds  his  log  cabin,  improves  the  ground, 
and  in  good  faith  in1  ends  to  become  a  permanent 
settler? 

This  bill  is  open,  however,  to  objections  even  of 
a  more  serious  and  important  character  than  any 
which  have  been  mentioned.  It  may  be  doubted 
whether  the  exemption  from  the  operation  of  the 
bill  of  lands  "reserved  and  appropriated,'1  is  suffi. 
c:ently  explicit  and  comprehensive  to  reach  portions 
of  the  public  lands  which  ought  not  to  be  *ubj>ct  to 
its  provisions.  I  n^ean  such  reservations  to  Indians 
by  treaty  stipulations  as  have  been  since  purchased 
of  tbem  by  tbe  United  States,  and  wbich,  I  am  in- 
formed, embrace  some  of  the  most  valuable  of  our 
land".  Whether  all  these  lands  are  reserved  from 
sale  by  act  of  Congress,  or  by  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent, or  h  ive  been  appropriated  for  some  purpose,  I 
do  not  know.  I  invite  (he  attent'on  of  Senators 
who  are  better  acquainted  with  thi>  part  of  the  sub- 
ject than  I  am,  to  this  p-ovision  in  the  bilJ. 

The  bill  does  not  in  fact  afford,  nor  does  it  even 
profess  to  afford,  any  .security  against  settlements 
m?de  for  th  *  sole  purpose  of  benefiting  sp<c  ulau  rs 
and  rich  men.  While  its  passage  is  urged  as  be- 
ing a  reasonable  and  jn&t  provision  for  bona  fide 
settlers — as  encouraging  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  the  new  Sta  es,  and  thus  beneficial  to  the  whole 
Union — its  provisions  are  not  confined  lo  such 
persons,  nor  so  drawn  as  to  produce  such  recalls. 
If  it  should  become  a  law,  jeult»rs  on  the  public 
lands  may  avail  tr  emselves  of  it  withe  ut  any  in- 
tention of  becomiug  permanent  residents.  Specu- 
lators and  men  of  wealth  may  employ  any  number* 
of  persons  to  go  upon  these  land",  who  shall  have 
the  qualifications  and  perform  the  acts  required  by 
the  bill,  and  obtain  all  the  b  nefiis  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion system.  Mere  Intruders  and  rich  men,  ci  i- 
zens  of  other  Slate?,  may  combine  to  give  the  lat- 
ter the  privilege*  intended  solely  for  the  former, 
and  the  public  lands  thus  become  the  prey  of  the 
speculator  instead  of  being  the  home  of  the  indus- 
trious settler.  No  questions  ate  asked  as  to  tbe  in- 
tention and  motives  with  which  a  settlement  is 
made;  no  inquiry  is  to  be  instituted  with  reference 
to  tbe  question  whether  the  settler  goes  upon  lh<? 
land  for  his  own  benefit  or  for  the  benefit 
of  another.  If  he  is  embraced  by  the  descrip- 
tion in  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  the  right 
of  pre  emption  attaches,  although  he  declares 
that  his  residence  is  intended  to  be  tempora- 
ry, and  to  enable  another  to  enjoy  the  benefits 
of  the  act  through  such  a  settlement.  Will  the 
Senate  adopt  such  a  principle  in  any  pre-ernption 
law?  Will  is  incorporation  into  our  land  system 
increase  the  wealth,  the  population,  the  lesources 
of  any  of  the  ne*  States?  Will  it  be  just  to  honest 
settlers,  or  to  rhe  States  collective!)?  The  frame  rs 
of  tbe  act  of  1838  provided  against  tbe  mischief  to 
wbich  I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 
That  act  required  of  the  pereon  claiming  the 
benefit  of  i»,  to  make  oath  that  he  entered  up- 
on the  land  which  he  claimed  in  his  own  right 
and  exclusively  for  his  own  use  and  benefit; 
that  he  had  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  made  any 
agreement  or  contract  in  any  way  or  manner  with 
any  person  or  persons  by  which  the  title  he  might 
acqur*  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
shou'd  mure  to  the  use  or  benefit  of  any  one  ex- 
cept hiniself,  or  to  convey  or  transfer  the  land  or 
title  to  any  other  person  or  persons  at  any  subse- 


quent time;  making  false  swearing  in  the  premises 
perjury,  and  working  a  forfeiture  of  tbe  money 
paid  for  the  lane?;  and  declaring  all  grants  or  con- 
veyances made  in  pursuance  of  any  such  agree- 
ment or  contract  void,  ex  ept  in  the  hands  of  a 
purchaser  in  good  faith,  for  a  valuable  comidera- 
tion,  without  notic.  Such  was  the  guard  thrown 
around  tbe  Government  and  honest  settlers,  to  pro- 
tect both  against  fraudulent  settlements.  No  such 
protection,  nor  any  other,  is  afforded  by  this  bill. 
If  it  fhould  pass  in  its  present  form,  settlements 
may  be  made,  not  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  those 
who  make  them,  but  for  ihose  who  have  no  othe* 
interest  in  the  land  (ban  to  make  gains  by  the  sale 
of  it  at  an  advanced  price,  and  who  are  to  be  en- 
couraged in  such  speculations  by  being  invested  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  with  the 
privilege  of  pre-emption.  Surely  such  log  cabin 
settlers  have  no  peculiar  claims  upon  the  bounty  or 
to  the  favor  of  Congress. 

To  these  objections  to  the  bill  is  to  be  addetl 
another.  Every  question  anting  under  this  act, 
bo* h  of  law  and  of  fact,  touching  the  construction 
of  this  law,  tbe  proof  of  settlement  and  im- 
provement, and  all  questions  in  relation  to  pre- 
option claims,  or  between  claimants  to  tbe 
same  quarter  sectirn,  are  to  be  settled,  sum- 
maiily  and  definitely,  by  the  register  and  receiver 
of  the  district,  agreeably  to  the  rules  which  may  be  ' 
prescribed  by  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office.  No  judicial 
tribunal  is  to  hear  and  determine  these  questions. 
No  court  is  to  construe  and  declare  the  law, 
and  no  jury  is  to  pass  Upon  the  facts  Tbe  register 
and  receiver  are  to  pro.  eed  summarily,  and  decide 
finally.  Ought  such  a  power  as  this  to  be  vested 
where  this  bill  proposes  to  piece  it?  And  ought 
hot  tbe  rules  uhich  are  lo  govern  in  the  determina- 
tion of  the  many  and  various  poin's  which  will, 
necessarily  arise  uncUr  such  a  law,  to  be  established 
by  Congress?  At  leatt,  wculd  it  not  be  prudent  to 
make  some  general  regulations,  which  wculd  reach 
mo*t  of  the  cases  which  would  require  to  be  settled? 
Or,  sh  uld  not  the  power  to  make  rules  on  the  sub- 
jfcr  (if  givtn  to  any  Executive  c  nicer)  be  vested' 
directly  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whose 
department  the  administration  of  the  public  lands 
belongs,  and  en  whom,  rather  fan  on  any  other 
individual,  ihe  responsibility  cf  passing  such  regu- 
lations ought  to  rest? 

This  bill  also  provides  for  a  permanent  pre-emp- 
tion system.  It  is  to  continue  until  repealed  or 
modifiedbv  further  legislation.  It  is  not,  like  the 
act  of  1838.  limited  to  two  years.  It  does  not  ex- 
pire by  i's  own  limitation,  but  it  requires  the  action 
of  Congress  to  repeal  it,  if  it  should  be  ascertained 
by  experience  to  be  productive  of  mischief.  Why 
should  we  abandon,  in  this  respect,  the  path  marked 
•utbv  our  predecessor*?  Fspecially,  why  should 
we  ma'r-e  such  a  bill  as  this,  containing  so  many 
novel  provisions,  and  which  is  a  new  and  untried 
experiment  in  our  land  system,  permanent  as  well 
as  prospective? 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  President,  referred  briefly  to 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 
It  in  a  bill  creating  a  prospective  pre-emption  sys- 
tem; it  encourages  intrusions  upon  the  public  laade 
in  advance,  and  holds  out  inducements  to  person** 
to  become  settlers  upon  the  public  domain  without 
right  and  aeainst  law;  it  gives  tbe  pre-emption 
r  ght  to  minors  as  well  as  adults,  to  aliens  as  well  as 
citizen*,  to  the  subjects  of  a  foreign  prince,  owing 
him  allegiance,  as  well  as  to  our  native  or  natura- 
lized citizens;  it  invites  all  such,  without  respect  of 
character  or  country,  to  become  proprietors  of  our. 
soil;  it  requires,  perhaps,  only  the  form  and  shape 
of  a  dwelling  to  be  erected,  an  improvement  of  a 
small  portion  of  the  land,  a  residence  of  a  few 
hours  only,  to  entitle  the  settler  to  a  priority  of  pur- 
chase; and  of  land  other  than  the  quarter  section 
on  which  he  has  settled;  and  possibly  of  land  to 
which  tbe  Indian  title  may  not  have  been  exifn-. 
guished  at  tbe  time  of  the  settlement;  it  gives  him 
the  important  privilege  of  selecting  portions  of  two., 
quarter  sections  under  certain  circumstances,  and! 
of  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  speci- 
fied ca«s;  it  confers  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  each  one  of  any 
number,  however  great,  who  may  kettle  on  the, 
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sane  quarter  section;  it  is  doubtful  whether  valua- 
ble lands  ire  exempted  from  its  operation,  to  which 
it  ought  not  to  apply;  it  affords  no  security  against 
fraudulent  settlements,  bat  gives  to  the  individual 
who  settle*,  for  the  benefit  and  at  the  instigation  of 
the  (peculator  and  the  rich  man,  the  name  privi- 
leges which  are  conferred  on  the  bona  fide  sc.tler, 
who  enters  solely  for  his  own  benefit,  and  exclu- 
sively  in  his  own  right;  it  refers  every  question  of 
law  and  fact,  in  the  construct!  n  and  execution  of 
the  law,  to  the  register  and  receiver,, to  be  decided 
summarily  and  finally  by  them,  under  rules  esta- 
blished by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office;  aprl  such  a  bill  as  this  is  to  be  made  a  per- 
manent law. 

If  it  should  br come  a  law,  unless  I  greatly  mis- 
take, it  will  produce  some  or  all  of  these  results: 

It  will  operate  injuriously  upon  the  interests  of 
the  honest  bona  fide  settler," whom  alone  the  friends 
of  the  bill  seek  to  protect. 

It  will  greatly  encourage  and  enrich  speculators 
and  rich  men. 

It  will  give  the  selection   of  the  best  lands  to 
those  who  have  no  interest  to  become  actual  resi- 
dents. 
It  will  encourage  fraudulent  nominal  settlers. 
It  will  eventually  abolish  the  sales  of  lands  at 
auction. 

It  will  convert  the  system  of  cash  sales  into  sales 
upon  credit. 

It  will  greatly  reduce  the  proceeds  of  th»  public 
lands,  and  thus  unjustly  deprive  the  Union  of  the 
full  value  of  its  propetty. 

For  such  a  bill  (even  were  I  in  favor  of  any 
pre-empti*n  law)  I  cannot  an  I  shall  not  vole.  And 
now,  Mr.  President,  having  adverted  to  the  promi- 
nent features  "of  the  bill,  and  stated  my  objections 
to  its  provisions,  I  have  only  to  add  that  I  shall 
vote  for  the  amendment  pf  my  friend  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  Prentiss  ]  because  it  reaches  and  ob- 
viate* some  of  the^e  objections;  and  when  that 
'amendment  is  disposed  of,  I  shall  offer  other 
amendments,  with  the  view  of  carrying  out  more 
fully  the  design  and  object  which  tbore  who  are 
the  friends  of  this  bill  propobe  to  accomplish  by 
its  passage,  viz.  the  encouragement  of  honest  bona 
fide  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  by  giving  them  a 
pre-emption  right  in  a  quaiter  section  of  land  on 
which  they  have  settled. 
Mr.  HUBBARD  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 
Mr.  President:  The  immediate  question  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  involves  the  cn&iie  rejection  of  this 
permanent  prospective  system,  and  the  substitution 
of  the  proposition  mbmiited  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont 

I  am,  and  I  trust  ever  shall  be,  in  favor  of  the 
pre-emptive  principle.  Is  is  just,  it  is  right  in  it- 
self, and  deserves  our  unqualified  support.  It  has 
long  commanded  the  co  operation  of  papular  feel- 
ing and  of  public  sentiment.  Viewing  this  subject 
in  the  light  I  do,  I  should  be  faithless  to  my  trust, 
and  regardless  of  my  public  duty,  should  I  with- 
hold my  support  from  this  measure — founded,  as  I 
believe  it  to  be,  upon  the  great  principle  of  immu- 
table justice — calculated,  as  I  believe  it  to  be,  to  ad- 
vance the  best  interests  of  the  Confederacy,  and  to 
secure  the  happiness,  the  confidence,  and  well  being 
of  the  settlers  of  our  public  doman. 

The  immediate  question,  as  I  have  before  stated, 
befare  the  Senate,  is  the  proposi  ion  submitted  by 
the  Senator  from  Vermont,  "To  strike  out  the 
.whole  bill  after  tbe  enacting  clause,  and  to  substi- 
tute the  folowin*:" 

"That  every  actual  settler  on  any  of  the  public  laud*  to  which 
the  Indian  title  ha*  been  extinguished,  except  Buch  as  are  here- 
inafter reserved,  being  the  head  of  a  family,  or  ovot  twenty-one 
yean  of  age,  who  was  in  possession  and  a  housekeeper,  by 
perseoal  residence  thereon,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this 
act,  and  for  four  months  next  preceding,  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  the  land  so  settled  upon,  not 
exceeding  one  quaiter  auction,  at  the  minimum  price  now  esta- 
blished by  law." 

I  differ  with  the  honorable?  Senator  who  has  just 
resumed  his  se.\t,  [Mr.  Hdntington  ]  I  cannot  go 
along  with  him  aad  give  10  this^amendment  my 
support.  It  fails  to  accomplish  the  object — it 
comes  short  of  the  purpose  /  have  in  vi>w  It  as- 
serts plainly  and  in  direct  terms  the  pre-emp- 
tive policy— and  so  far  it  meets  my  ap 
probation—and  I  rejoice  to  find  the  hono- 
rable Senators  from  Vermont  and  Connecticut 
;  in  aid  of  this  policy.    Heretofore,  a  retro- 


spective pre-emption  bill  has  experienced  much  op- 
position on  this  fl  or.  But  the  amendment  submit- 
ted by  my  friend  from  Vermont  is  a  surrender  of 
the  principle — a  yielding  up  of  all  objection  to  the 
pre-emptive  policy.  The  course  pursued  by  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  augurs  Veil,  and  was  an  in- 
dication that  a  great  change  in  the  sentiment  of  tbe 
Senate  had  already  taken  place  in  relation  to  this 
subject.  But,  as  I  have  remarked,  it  does  not  go 
far  enough.  The  time  has  come  when  a  jnore  de- 
cided measure  should  be  adopted  by  Congress.  We 
have  seen,  and  we  must  know,  the  effects  wbirh 
have  already  been  produced  by  the  course  hitherto 
pursued.  In  my  judgment,  we  should  now  go  far- 
ther— we  should,  by  oar  positive  legislation,  en- 
courage the  settlement  of  our  public  domain.  We 
have  hitherto  protected  the  settlements  which  have 
taken  place.  We  have  heretofore  sa:d  t o  the  h<maftd§ 
settler,  you  shall  not  be  disturbed  in  the  enjoyment  of 
your  rights  the  land  you  have  occupied — the  habi< 
tation  you  have  erected— the  home  you  have  made 
for  yourself  and  family,  shall  be  exclusively  yeurs. 
We  now  propose  by  this  bill  to  invite,  to  encourage 
emigration,  and  to  induce  the  improvement  and 
settlement  of  our  public  lands.  Heretofore  we 
looked  back,  and  by  our  legislation  protected  Ihe 
honest  settler.  By  this  bill  we  say  to  the  emi- 
grant, go  forward,  and  you  shall  be  sustained  in 
your  efforts  to  occupy,  improve,  and  honestly  to 
settle  such  a  portion  of  the  public  land  as  you  may 
select,  not  exceeding  the  quantity  named  in  the  bill. 
This  constitutes  all  the  difference  between  the  bill 
as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
and  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont.  They  both  contained  and  declared  the 
pre-emptive  principle.  They  both  encouraged 
and  sustained  the  pre-emptive  policy. 

The  slightest  acqaaintance  with  the  history  of 
our  legislation,  would  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that 
the  pre-emptive  policy  had  been,  for  a  long  period 
of  time,  the  policy  of  our  Qovernment.  For  more 
than  forty  years  we  have  recognised  this  principle. 
The  right  of  pre  emption  was  seeored  to  certain 
occupants  of  the  public  land  as  early  as  1799 — and 
to  each  bead  of  a  family  who  resided  upon  and 
cultivated  a  portion  of  the  public  domain  prior  to 
26ih  March,  1804,  in  the  then  Territory  of  Michigan, 
tbe  right  of  pre-emption  to  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  was  expressly  provided  by  the  legislation  of 
Congress.  By  the  act  of  3d  March,  1819,  any 
•person  who  had  settled  en  and  improved  any  of 
the  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri  reserved 
for  schools,  before  the  lands  were  actually  sur- 
veyed, shall  have  a  righ*.  of  pre-emption  there- 
to. And  so  it  was  in  the  land  districts  in  the 
other  Territories  of  the  United  States.  It  will  be 
perceived  that  a  pre-emption  right  at  least  to  one 
quarter  section  was  secured  to  every  cultivator  and 
bona  fide  occupant  of  the  public  land,  whether  the 
same  had  been  offered  at  public  sale  or  not.  By 
the  act  of  the  29th  of  May,  1830— an  act  which 
was  passed  within  the  fin  t  session  of  Congress  un- 
der the  late  Administration — the  pre-emptive  noli* 
cy  is  clearly  and  distinctly  declared.  It  is  true 
that  by  the  terms  of  that  act  its  operation  was  ex- 
clusively of  a  retrospective  character.  It  how- 
ever asserted  that  those  who  had  with  good  faith 
taken  up  portions  of  the  public  land,  and  had  so  oc- 
c  ipied  and  so  improved  them  for  a  prescribed  pe- 
riod of  time,  as  to  induce  tbe  belief  that  they  de- 
signed to  make  permanent  settlements  thereon, 
were  protected,  and  justly  protected  in  their  rights. 

This  was  the  leading  provision  of  the  act  of  May, 
1£30.  True  it  is,  that  act  expired  by  its  own  limi- 
tation in  a  single  year.  But  there  was  no  occasion 
foritslongei  duration.  Its  object  was  to  protect 
settlements  which  had  previously  taken  place; 
and  those  whom  it  was  intended  to  benefit,  were 
required  to  prove  their  pre-emption  claim  within 
the  period  to  which  the  act  itself  was  limited. 
But  in  that  act  you  cannot  fail  to  discover  the  dis- 
position of  the  Government  to  sustain,  and  to  pro- 
tect the  actual  settler  upon  the  public  land.  The 
feeling  and  the  sentiment  of  the  people  evinced  by  - 
that  act  of  their  public  servants  was  distinctly  ma- 
nifested. The  adventurous  pioneer — the  honest 
occupant  of  the  public  land — the  man  who  had 
made  far  himself  and  bis  family  a  home  in  the 
wilderness  of  the  West,  was,  by  the  net  of  May,  J 


1830,  defended  and  sustained.  I  cannot  but  con- 
sider tbe  qurstion  then  as  settled — the  policy  esta- 
blished— and  the  right  to  r  re-emption  admitted. 

Sir,  would  Congress  at  this  day  refuse  to  re-enact 
the  provisions  of  the  law  of  1830?  Would  they 
dare  refuse  protection  to  the  honest  settler  of  the 
lands.  No,  sir,  no.  The  amendment  submitted 
by  the  Senator  from  Vermont  shows  what  are  his 
feelings,  and  it  shows  full  well  what  is  the  state  of 
popular  sentiment  touching  this  subject.  Mr. 
President,  you  cannot  stay  the  march  of  the  pio- 
neer— you  cannot  stop  tbe  progress  of  the  actual 
settlement  of  tbe  public  lands  by  any  enactments 
of  Congress.  Tbe. Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
Limr]  in  an  able  and  eloquent  speech,  has  portrayed 
the  fruitlessneas  and  folly  of  every  attempt  on 
the  part  of  Congress  to  check  .the  march  of  the 
intrepid  and  bona  fide  explorer  of  tbe  wilderness 
of  the  West  for  a  permanent  home.  He 
has  said,  and  has  said  most  truly,  that  yon 
cannot  prevent,  with  all  the  force  at  your 
command,  the  oecupa'ion  of  the  public  domain 
by  those  who  wish  to  make  permanent  locations. 
He  has,  in  a  masterly  manner,  given  us  his  views 
upon  the  general  policy  of  pre-emption  laws.  I 
would  not  weaken  his  argument  by  any  attempt  of  my 
own  to  illustrate  that  policy.  I  fully  and  sincerely 
concur  with  him  in  the  sentiments  expressed  by 
him  on  yesterday.  1 1  may,  however,  be  well  to 
follow  up  the  legislation  of  Congress  a  little  further 
in  relation  to  this  matter,  as  going  to  show  with 
what  care,  and  with  what  interest,  Congress  has 
watched  over  the  rights  of  the  actual  settlers  of  the 
public  lands.    In  1834,  it  was  expressly  provided, 

'That  all  persons  residing  on  the  public  lands, and  cultivat- 
ing the  same,  prior  to  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
nioe,  and  who  ware  deprived  of  tbe  advantages  of  the  law 
passed  on  the  29th  Hay,  1830,  by  the  constructions  placed  on 
said  law  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorised  to  enter  at  the  minimum  price  of  the  Go* 
▼eminent,  one  quarter  tectieo  of  the  public  lands,  whhia  seid 
land  district." 

Such  has  been,  then,  the  character  of  the  legtsla? 
lion  of  Congress  for  nearly  half  a  century.  Sock 
were  tbe  provisions  of  the  law  of  1830,  and  soon 
has  been  the  policy  of  the  Government  before  and 
since  that  period.  To  protect  the  bona  fid*  settler— 
to  sustain  bis  rights — to  secure  to  him  bis  pre-emp- 
tion— this  has  been  the  policy  of  our  Government; 
this  should  be,  and  this  will  be,  her  future  policy; 
for  it  is  in  accordance,  in  my  judgment,  with  every 
sentiment  of  fair  dealing,  of  honesty,  and  of  right 

Let  us  examine  the  bill  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee, and  see  if  in  terms  it  does  not  advoca'e  the 
same  policy.  Let  us  consider  the  amendment  of- 
fered to  that  bill,  and  see  whether  the  whole  differ- 
ence between  them  is  not  confined  to  the  operation 
of  the  two  measures.  Let  us  note  some  of  the  ob- 
jections urged  by  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  to 
the  bill,  and  see  whether  those  objections  have 
been  well  taken. 

In  the  first  place,  Mr.  President,  there  is  not  a 
shadow  of  difference  in  the  principle  of  the  bill  and 
of  the  amendment.  They  both  advance  and  sus- 
tain the  right  of  pre-emp  ion. 

The  bill  seeks  to  establish  a  "permanent  pro- 
spective pre-emptive  system,'9  and  as  such  I  give  to 
it  my  unqualified  support.  Tbe  amendment  is  in- 
tended merely  to  protect  settlements  already  made. 
And  wbat  are  the  objections  urged  to  this  pre-emp- 
tion policy,  prospective  as  it  is  in  its  operation. 
It  is  said  that  it  will  produce  an  entire  change  in 
our  system,  touching  the  public  lands.  And  it  is 
said  that  if  this  bill  passes,  it  will  be  an  invitation 
to  unlawful  entries  upon  the  public  domain — that 
it  will  encourage  violations  of  the  laws— justify 
intruders  upon  the  public  lands,  and  protect  them 
in  their  trespasses  and  wrong*.  Is  this  sot  That  it 
will  effect  a  change  in  the  pre-emption  policy,  no 
one  will  deny.  That  it  proposes  a  prospective  sys- 
tem instead  of  one  retrospective  in  iis  operation,  all 
will  admit.  But,  sir,  I  deny  that  any  such  conse- 
quences can  be  fail  ly  charged  upon  this  measure, 
should  it  become  tbv  law  of  the  land.  Tbe  bill  before 
us  goes  to  justify  entries  upon  the  public  domain  with 
the  bona  fide  intent  of  making  permanent  settlements. 
Some  of  the  very-ebjectiovs  urged  against  this  bill 
apply  with  great  foic*  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  Vermont.  Continue  thts 
retrospective  pre-emption  policy,  and  what  is  it  but 
an  invitation  to  intruders  to  enter  upon  the  pnbtic 
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land*?  What  is  it«but  an  invitation  to  the  commis- 
sion of  trespasses  upon  the  public  domain?  The 
amendment  of  my  honorable  friend  goes  upon  the 
ground  that  persons  have,  "without  right,  and  with- 
out tiUt,"  entered  upon,  cultivated,  and  improved 
in  good  faith  portions  of  the  public  land;  and 
to  qniei  all  such  in  their  possessions,  to  pro- 
tect ihem  in  ihe  enjoyment  of  their  rights, 
mis  retrospective  pre-emption  policy  has  been 
from  time  to  time  resorted  to  by  Congress.  It 
was  this  consideration  which  induced  the  pas- 
rage  of  the  act  of  May,  1830,  to  protect  th"se  who 
had  actually  settled  upon  the  public  domain  prior 
to  1829.  It  was  thu  same  principle  which  was 
manifested  in  the  amendatory  act  of  1834.  It  was 
mat  same  principle  which  led  to  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  1838;  and  it  was  that  same  kind  and  bene- 
volent feeling  which  has  induced  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  to  offer  bis  amendment  to  the  bill  before 
-the  Senate,  The  gnat  object  of  Congress  was,  in 
passing  these  various  acts  of  legislation,  to  do 
what?  To  protect  the  occupant— the  settler— the 
man  who  had,  without  the  sanction  of  law,  at  a 
time  previous,  entered  upon,  and  who  had  continued 
in  good  faith  to  improve,  portions  of  the  public 
domain.  But,  sir,  how  were  these  men  regarded 
anterior  to  the  passage  of  such  pre-emption 
laws?  How  weie  .  they  denounced  at  tbe 
tiaae  these  pre  emption  laws  were  under  tbe  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate?  They  were  called  tres- 
passers, land  pirates,  wrong  doers,  and  squatters — 
every  odious  and  opprobrious  term  was  cast  upon 
this  porti  n  of  our  citizens.  This  fact  most  be 
fresh  and  green  in  oar  remembrance.  The  events 
of  th«  last  ten  yrars,  connected  with  our  leeMation 
ii  relation  to  this  very  subject,  cannot  fail  to  im- 
press, and  deeply  to  impress,  upon  our  minds,  the 
importance  of  some  change  in  the  character  of  our 
legislation.  We  have  not  hesitated,  and  we  do  not 
hesitate,  (after  applying  to  our  citizen?,  for  tuch 
acts  of  settlement  upon  the  publie  land,  the  most 
denunciatory  language,)  to  grant  unto  these  same 
citizens  protection  in  tbe  enjoyment  of  all  their  sei- 
tlement  righ's — to  secure  to  litem  the  pre-emption 
of  the  very  land,  in*  occupation  of  which  has  called 
forth  every  foul  epithet  which  goes  to  characterize 
any  bnt  the  honest  citizen. 

It  is  in  view  of  these  things,  Mr.  President,  and 
with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  what  has  taken  plac1, 
that  I  am  prepared  for  an  entire  change  in  ihe  pre- 
emption policy.  1  woul  1  no  longer  limit  this  sys- 
tem to  a  retrospective  operation:  I  would  no  longer 
confine  the  application  of  this  principle  to  settle- 
ments which  have  taken  place:  1  would  protect  Oum. 
And  I  would  go  further:  I  would  throw  open  the 
door  far  and  wide:  I  would  say  to  every  man  who 
desires  to  become  an  honest  settler  upon  our  public 
land,  Take  it,  occupy  and  improve  it,  and  make  it 
exclusively  a  permanent  home  for  yourself  and  your 
family.  In  advocating  this  policy,  I  should  be  do- 
ing no  wring  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view  to  my  own 
Government;  and  instead  of  producing  the  effects 
which  have  been  described,  by  way  of  objection  to 
this  bill,  I  should  avoid  them  all.  Instead  of  en- 
couraging trespasser,  ibis  bill  would  preyeot  them. 
Instead  of  inviting  lawless  intruders  upon  the  pub- 
lic lands,  without  right  an  I  without  title,  this 
would  justify  all  entries  made  with  an  honest  in- 
tent— with  the  purpose  of  making  permanet  settle- 
ments. This  bill  is  an  encouragement  and  a  pro- 
tection to  the  citizens  of  New  England  who  wish 
to  emigrate  to  the  West.  The  census  recently  ta- 
ken shows  that  my  own  State  has  add«d  but  little 
to  her  population  within  the  last  ten  years.  Some 
of  the  best  and  most  patriotic  portion  of  New 
Hampshire  have  within^  that  period  settled  upon 
portions  of  the  public  domain.  In  my  own  excur- 
sions through  Michigan,  IUiir  is,  and  Wiskonsan, 
I  have  frequently  met  with  many  a  native  son  of  my 
native  8tate.  I  need  not  say  that  they  are  among 
tbe  most  valuable  portions  of  those  communities — 
distinguished  for  their  sobriety,  industry,  and  moral 
worth.  They  have  left  us,  and  found  an  acceptable 
home  in  the  wilds  of  the  West.  To  some  of  them 
yon  have  already  granted  protection  and  relief  from 
all  apprehension  that  their  rights  would  be.  dis- 
turbed. To  others  now  residing  within  some  of 
the  very  best  sections  of  Illinois  protection  has  not  as 
yet  been  extended,  because  these  public  lands  have 
not  as  yet  been  brought  into  market.  All  are  ready 


and  willing  to  pay  in  specie  to  the  Government 
the  minimum  price  per  acre  fixed  for  the  sale  of 
our  public  land*.  I  know  these  men  well— they 
have  been  greatly  abused  heretofore  on  'the  floor 
of  this  Senate  ftr  doing  that  they  were  au 
thorized  to  do  by  tbe  passage  of  the  act  of  May, 
1830,  and  the  act  of  1834.  True,  there  was  no 
existing  lawgiv-ing  them  direct  author. ty  to  enter 
the  public  land  which  bad  not  been  offered  at  pub- 
lic sale,  but  they  considered  the  acts  referred  to  as 
having  settled  the  policy  of  the  Government. 
But  notwithstanding  all  th>,  anterior  to  tin  pas- 
sage of  the  law  of  1838,  and  while  that  mea- 
sure was  before  us,  these  men  were  denounced 
as  trespassers  an'd  wrong  doers  (ot  having  ttus 
eotered  upou  the  publie  lands.  I  wculd  now,  sir, 
establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre-empti  -n.  I 
would  avoid  all  this  kind  * f  retrospective  leg isretion 
hereafter.  I  would  ask  any  one  to  show  me  the  differ- 
ence in  the  two  supposed  cases  which  follow.  Suppose, 
sir,  that  under  the  encouragement  tendered  by  the 
acts  of  1830  and  1834,  fifty  citizens  of  tbe  State  of 
New  Hampshire  should  leave  their  ancient  home 
to  make  a  permanent  settlement  in  tbe  West; 
that  earn  should  take  op,  occupy,  and  improve  in 
good  faith  one  hundred  and  sixty  &c/es  of  the  pub- 
lic domain,  and  should  continue  to  possess  it,  with- 
out tbe  authority  of  law,  until  Congress,  by  their 
legislation, should  protect  them  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  settlements  by  securing  to  them  the  right  of 
pre-emption.  Such  a  proceeding  would  be  to  en- 
courage the  settlement  of  ihe  public  domain, 
without  prcjud  ce  to  the  publ;c  in'erct. 
Suppcse  tl  e  present  bill  should  become  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  other  fifty  citizens  of  my  own  State, 
with  the  law  in  their  hands,  shoo  Id  each  take  up  for 
his  exclusive  use  onehuodredandMxty  acres  of  pub- 
lic land,  and  the  aid  occupy  and  improve  ii  in  good 
faith,  Tor  the  purpose  of  making  a  permanent  set- 
tlement, and  should  pav  into  the  land  office  there- 
for the  min'mum  price  per  acre  fixrd  for  the  sale 
of  the  public  laod<.  Where  is  the  difference  in 
principle?  The  retrospective  pre-emption  law  is 
to  protect  the  settler  in  his  occupation.  The  pro- 
spective pre  emption  law  is  to  eccourage  and  pro 
tect  the  settler  in  his  occupation.  It  seems  to  me 
that  there  is  no  difference,  so  far  as  it  respects  the 
actual  and  abs:ract  right  of  tbe  settler,  whether  he 
is  projected  either  by  a  retrospective  era  prospec- 
tive enactment.  But  8)  'ar  as  the  m  raliiy  of  the 
tvi'o  cites  ti  brought  in  question,  there  is  a  wide 
and  manifest  difference',  and  it  is  thh  very  differ- 
ence in  the  moral  character  of  the  cases  which  in- 
duces me  to  give  my  support  to  the  bill  before  us. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  Congress  would  protect  and 
sustain  the  settler  upon  the  public  land.  They 
•  would  not  dare  to  drive  fnm  the  poblic  domain  by 
any  coercive  measures,  the  bona  fidt  actual  settler, 
under  any  circumstances.  In  the  one  case  settle- 
ments are  made  without  str.ct  r  ight  and  without  le- 
gal title.  In  the  other,  they  are  made  under  the 
authority  of  our  own  laws.  In  the  one  case  the 
settlers  are,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  trespassers.  In 
the  other  tbe  settlers  are  sustained,  not  only  by  the 
voice  of  poblic  opinion,  but  by  the  sanction  of  pub- 
lic law.  I  fo  then,  sir,  for  the  bill,  and  against  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  President,  I  go  for  this  bill  because  it  is 
prospective  in  its  operation.  This  is  the  best  mode 
that  could  be  adopted  to  settle  ihe  public  lands. 
Secure  to  the  Government  tbe  minimum  price  is 
all  I  a>k,  and  all  that  I  expect  the  Government 
will  ever  realize.  Instead  of  abusing  those  as  land 
pirates,  who  engaged  in  the  hazardous  enterprise 
of  penetrating  tbe  wildernesF,  I  would  encourage 
such  acts  of  daring  by  the  positive  legislation  of 
Congress.  I  would  afford  to  such  adventurous 
spirits,  in  the  outset,  the  certainty  of  a  gcod  title  to 
the  public  land  they  might  occupy,  in  accordance 
with  the  provision  of  the  law  and  at  our  minimum 
price.  lr  regard  this  bill  as  more  acceptable- 
more  just  in  itself— than  a  bill  merely  quieting 
past  titles  upon  the  settlements  which  had  Ween  made. 
Pre  emption  is  a  part  of  our  public  pjlicy.  It  could 
not  be  intt rrnpted,  and  I  would  not  interrupt  it  if 
I  could.  The  thing  was  right  in  itself,  and  those 
bold  adventurous  pioneers,  who  had  opened  to  us 
a  way  to  the  Western  wilderness,  were  worthy  of 
all  encouragement. 


TMr.  President,  the  first  time  I  visited  the  West,  • 
in'  1836,  there  were  but  few  settlements  upon  tho 
northern  line  of  Illinois,  or  upon  tbe  southern  line 
of  Wiskonsan.  When  I  again  visited  that  coun- 
try, it  was  truly  matter  of  astonishment  to  a  man 
who  had  come  from  a  State  which  hai  been  peo- 
pled for  a  century,  to  witness  with  what  rapidity 
tbe  sections  of  country  to  which  I  have  referred 
hsd  been  actually  settled  within  the  preceding  two 
year' ;  aod  these  settlements  had  been  made  by  the 
hardy  yeomanry  of  ihe  country,  npon  lands  which 
had  not  as  yet  been  brought  into  market.  I  was  at 
Mil w auk ie  a  short  time  after  the  public  sile  took 
place  in  1839,and  knowing  that  the  southern  counties 
in  Wiskontan  had  been  previously  settled,  to  some 
extent,  by  emigrations  from  New  England,  I  was  in- 
duced to  inquire  what  bad  taken  place  at  that  sale. 
I  was  informed  tbat  tbe.se  set  tiers,  who  might  have 
proved  their  pre-emption  claims  clearly  under  the 
act  of  1838,  chose  to  attend  the  public  sale,  relying: 
for  their  protection  aod  support  upon  the  state  of 
public  opinion,  upon  the  force  of  popular  senti- 
ment. The  result  showed  that  they  did  not  look 
in  vain  to  thai  source  for  protection  and  support. 
More  than  half  a  million  of  dollars,  the  result  of 
that  rubltc  sale,  found  its  way  into  the  public  Trea- 
sury; and  nine  teen-twentieths  of  all  the  receipts 
proceeded  from  those  who  had  been  for  months  in 
the  previous  occupation  of  the  very  tracts  offered 
for  sale.  The  sheriff  of  the  county  was  the  agent 
of  the  settlers;  he  proclaimed  that  the  tract  which 
was  offered  was  in  the  occupation  of  A  B; 
it  was  bid  off  by  him  at  the  minimum 
price,  and  A  B  was  permitted  to  hold  it;  and 
thus  tbe  Fate  proceeded,  until  every  actual  set* 
tier  was  protected  in  bis  settlement  rights;  and  such 
was  the  slate  of  public  feelin*,  that  not  an  indivl- 
du.l  present  atempled  to  interfere  with  the  claims 
of  the  settler.  The  whole  matter  was  conducted 
w.th  the  utmost  harmony.  The  sheriff,  as  the 
agent,  holding  in  his  hand  the  list  and  description 
of  the  lands  thus  occup  el,  bid  them  off  for  their 
rightful  owners,  without  the  leaft interruption.  The 
actual  settler  paid  into  the  land  office  the  amount 
required,  received  the  evidences  of  payment,  and 
in  due  time  will  receive  from  our  General  Land 
Office  the  proper  patents.  All  this  was  accom« 
plUhed  by  the  moral  force  of  public  opinion,  the 
principle  of  pre  empti<  n  being  founded  in  Justice 
and  right.  The  pi  act  ice  necessarily  w*s  made  to 
conform  to  it.  No  one  would  have  dared,  on  that 
occasion,  to  oppose  the  rights  of  the  actual  cultiva- 
tor. And  if  ihs  bill  befo:e  the  Senate  becomes 
tbe  law  of  the  land,  the  sestler  could  at  once  pay 
for  his  quarter  section,  without  being  put  to  the  ex- 
pense and  loss  of  lime,  of  attending  a  public  land 
sale.  There  would  be,  practically,  no  difference  in 
the  amount  received  into  the  Treasury.  The 
United  Slates,  under  this  bill,  would  get  tbe  same 
money  they  now  did  for  tbe  same  quantity  ojf 
land. 

The  Senator  from  Connecticut  objects  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  and  expresses  himself  in  favor 
of  the  amendment,  because  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  extend  as  well  to  aliens  as  to  citizens.  And 
what  is  there  in  gthe  language  of  the  law  of  1838 
(which  is  retrospective  in  its  character)  which  con- 
fines the  operations  of  that  act  exclusively  to  natu- 
ralized citizens?  What  was  there  in  the  act  of 
May,  1830,  which  limited  its  application  to  native 
or  to  naturalized  citizens?  Not  any  thing.  The 
acts  referred  to  went  to  confirm  and  establish  tbe 
rights  of  aliens  as  well  as  of  citizens.  Is  there  a 
single  line — is  there  one  s  ngle  sentiment  ia  our 
whole  land  system  which  goes  to  exclude  foreigners 
and  aliens  from  taking  up,  possessing,  and  hold- 
ing, portions  of  our  pubic  domain?  No,  sir.  The 
invitation  under  the  general  provisions  of  our  land 
system  is  just  as  comprehensive  as  the  invitation 
under  the  particular  bill  before  us.  The  foreigner 
can  now  enter  any  portion  of  the  public  land  sub- 
ject to  private  entry.  -  Your  pre-emption  laws 
wh:ch  have  heretofore  parsed,  have  extended  to  the 
cases  of  aliens  as  well  as  of  citizens.  All  nave 
alike  participated  in  their  benefits.  In  the  pre- 
emption bills  which  have  been  passed  by  Congress, 
we  have  not  required  that  the  occupant— the  head 
of  a  family— tbe  cultivator— should  be  a  natura- 
lized or  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  {States. 
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We  hare  studiously  avoided  all  such  dis'inctions 
in  our  legislation  upon  this  subject.  Aliens  and 
ritizens  are  alike  entitled  to  take  an  1  ho'd  our  pub- 
lic land*;  th*y  have  been  alike  protected  by  oar 
pre-emption  policy;  and  I  am  at  a  los?  to  find  any 
good  reason  wh>  any  difference  should  now  be  at- 
tempted to  be  made— 1  am  at  a  loss  to  discover  any 
satisfactory  reason  for  saying  to  the  foreigner,  yoo 
may  take  our  land?,  subject  to  private  entry,  but 
yon  mnst  be  excluded  from  becoming  a  prospective 
pre-emptioner;  saying  to  the  foreigner,  you  msy 
go 'on  to  the  public  land  which  has  not  been 
brought  into  the  market,  and  if  you  cultivate  and 
improve  it  with  the  intent  of  making  a  permanent 
settlement,  Congress  will,  by  a  retrospective  pre* 
emption  law,  protect  and  sastain  you  in  your  right*; 
but  you  cannot  be  permitted,  by  the  authority  of 
public  law,  to  take  up  a  quarter  section  <  f  the  pub- 
lic land  with  ever  so  honest  a  purpose.  This  is  a 
distinction  without  a  difference— this  is  a  kind  of 
refinement  entirely  above  my  comprehension — this 
seems  to  me  to  be  so  gnws  an  absurdity,  that  it 
only  requires  to  be  stated  but  to  bt  condemned. 
Mr.  President,  I  can  tolerate  no  such  principle;  I 
an  disposed  to  carry  out,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  the 
liberal,  generous,  and  jim  provisions  of  our  gene- 
ral land  system.  This  is  but  in  accordance  with 
the  practice  of  many  of  the  States  of  this  Union. 
In  my  own,  foreigners  may  purchase  and  hold 
lands;  but,  unless  they  become  naturalized  citizens, 
they  cannot  transmit  them  by  deed  or  by  descent, 
but  they  will  escheat  to  the  S  ate. 

After  the  abte  and  conclude  argument  touch- 
iog  this  point,  of  the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr. 
WaioHT,]  I  shall  forbear  adding  any  thing  further. 

The  Senator  from  Connecticut  objects  to  the  de 
tails  of  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  complains  that  the  terms  of  set- 
tlement, the  petiod  of  occupation,  are  too  vague, 
and  too  uncertain.  I  am  free  to  admi<,  sir,  that 
I  would  like  to  see  the  requirements  of  the  tettler 
more  distinctly  defined;  and  I  hope  yet  to  see  the  bill 
improved  in  this  particular.  But,  sir,  let  us  not 
lose  sight  of  the  imn  ediate  question  before  the  Se- 
nate. Th*t  questumh,  >h*ll  the  whole  bill,  the  good 
and  the  bad  details,  the  gieat  prospective  principle 
itself,  be  tlricken  out,  and  ttie  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  Vermont  be  substituted? 
This,  sir,  is  the  question,  and  to  this  amendment  1 
am  Utterly  opposed,  because  it  does  not  contain  the 
prospective  principle.  I  differ  entirely  from  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  with  reference  to  the 
provisions  of  this  bill.  It  seems  to  me  impossible 
that,  under  the  terms  of  this  bilj,  a  pre-emption 
right  can  be  acquired  to  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  or  to  any  land 
to  which  the  Indiau  title  has  not  been  extin- 
guished. Ntr  can  I  discover  how  this  bill 
canbe  made  to  ennre  to  the  benefit  ot  speculators, 
or  how  the  great  object  of  actual  settlement  and  oc- 
cupation can  be  defeated.  As  far  ss  my  know- 
ledge extends,  our  pre-emp!ion  laws  hitherto  have 
operated  to  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  actual  and 
Honest  settler.  But  again  I  say,  if  the  bill  does  not 
effectually  secure  that  object,  I  will  agree  to  any 
amendment  which  shall  look  to  the  accomplishment 
of  such  a  purpose.  The  fim  section  of  the  bill, 
from  which  1  have  made  the  subjoined  extract,  dis- 
tinctly avows  the  object  of  the  lriends  of  this  mea- 
sure; it  distinctly  asserts  the  prospective  pre  erup- 
tive principle:  and  this  is  the  great  feature  of  the 
bill  I  wish  to  preserve  unimpaired.  As  it  respects 
the  details,  I  stand  ready  to  agree  to  all  such  as 
shall  practically  carry  out  the  principle.  The  first 
Section  declares: 

"That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  every  white  per- 
•oo.beiog  the  head  of  a  family,  or  widow,  or  single  man  over 
the  ace  of  eighteen  years,  who  shall  make  a  settlement  on 
any  of  the  public  lands  to  which  toe  Indian  title  has  been  or 
shall  be  extinguished,  whether  the  same  be  surveyed  or  not,  or 
who  may  have  settled  on  such  land  nirice  the  first  day  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  and  who  shall  inhabit  and  improve 
the  same,  andraieea  log  cabin  or  other  dwelling  thereon,  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  a  quantity  of  the 
public  land,  not  exceeding  one  quarter  section,  in  legal  sub-divi- 
sions, to  be  paid  for  at  the  minimum  price  of  such  land  at  the 
time  of  paying  for  the  same:  Provided^  That  no  person  shall 
have  the  benefit  of  this  pre-emptive  right  more  than  one  time: 


And  providedfurther.  That  no  person  being  the  owner  of  land 

shall      '         

e  on  pi 
e  any  right  tf  preemption  under  this 


in  any  State  or  Territory,  who  shall  quit  or  abandon  his  resi- 
dence on  his  own  land,  to  leside  on  public  land  Jn  the  same  State 
•[Territory,  ,ntU  wquiieany  right  tf  preemption  under  this 


act." 


*  I  shall  not  be  deterred  from  giving  my  support 
to  the  bill  from  any  objections  which  have  as  yet 
been  stated,  either  by  the  Senator  who  moved  the 
amendment,  or  by  the  Senator  from  Connecticut. 
It  may  be  well  for  us  to  consider  what  has  been 
our  legislation  heretofore  in  relation  to  some  of  the 
objections  which  are  now  urged  against  this  bill. 
The  third  and  fourth  sections  of  the  act  of  May, 
1630,  contain  the  precise  provisions  embodied  in 
the  sixth  and  seventh  sections  of  the  bill  before 
the  Senate;  and  when  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut, as  well  as  other  Sena'ors,  object  to 
the  bill  on  the  grouod  that  every  question  of  law 
aid  of  fact  is  summarily  asd  definitively  to  be  settled 
by  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  district,  I  an- 
swer that  such  was  the  law  previous  to,  and  has 
been  subsequent  to,  the  act  of  May,  1830.  The 
jurisdiction  of  there  pie  emption  claims  has  been 
given,  and  properly  given,  to  these  officers.  They 
are,  or  should  be,  men  eomptent  to  decide  all  ques- 
tions which  may  or  cm  be  submitted,  and  they  can 
have  no  interests  in  the  questions  involv- 
ed. The  bill  be  to  re  us  requires  that  instruc- 
tions should  be  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  who  is  known  to  act  sub- 
ject to  the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. No  evil  has  arisen  under  the  law  as  it 
stands.  No  objections  have  been  made  to  that  par- 
ticular provision  of  the  act  of  1830.  I  am,  there- 
fore, not  dirposed  to  change  the  law  in  this  particu- 
lar. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  bill,  in  reference  to  this 
point,  is  in  the  following  termst 

"That,  prior  to  any  entries  being  made,  under  the  privileges 
given  by  this  act,  proof  of  the  settlement  and  improvement,  re- 
quired by  Its  provisions,  shall  be  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
register  and  receiver  of  the  land  district  in  which  such  Ian 'a 
may  lie,  agreeably  to  the  rules  which  may  be  prescribed  by  die 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  for  that  purpose; 
which  register  and  receiver  shall,  each,  be  entitled  to  receive 
fifty  cents  for  his  services  therein;  and  all  assignments,  or  trans- 
fersof  the  right  of  pre-emption,  given  by  this  act,  prior  to  the 
issuance  of  patents,  shall  be  null  and  void." 

And  it, is  an  exact  transcript  fiom  the  act  of 
1830.  I  cannot  the.  efore  regard  this  objection  to 
the  bill  as  important. 

It  is  a'so  objected  that  by  the  terms  of  this  bill, 
lands  reserved  by  treaty  for  the  use  of  Indians  are 
not  exempted  from  the  operations  of  this  measure. 
This  objection  is  not  well  taken.  Nothing  can  be 
more  specific  than  the  provisions  of  the  seventh 
section  in  reference  to  this  matter.  I  have  tran- 
scribed that  section  entire,  not  only  as  furnishing  a 
perfect  answer  to  the  objection  as  stated,  but  also 
to  a  still  farther  objection  which  has  been  made  to 
the  bill— that  it  abolishes  cash  sa'es  and  necessarily 
extends  a  credit  to  the  purchasers  of  cur  domain. 
The  section  declares: 

"That  this  act  shall  not  delay  the  sale  of  any  of  the  public 
land  of  the  United  States,  beyond  the  time  which  has  been,  or 
may  be,  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  tlie  President's*  procla- 
mation; nor  shall  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  be  available 
to  any  person,  or  persons,  who  shall  fail  to  make  the  proof  and 
payment  required  before  the  day  appointed  for  the  cemmencer 
ment  of  the  sales  of  land,  including  the  tract,  or  tracts,  on  which 
theriahtof  pre-emption  is  claimed;  nor  shall  the  right  of  pre- 
emption, contemplated  by  this  act,  extend  to  any  land  which  rs 
reserved  from  sale  by  act  of  Congress,  or  by  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent, or  which  may  have  been  appropriated  for  any  purpose 
whatsoever." 

Here  again  this  section  is  a  li'eral  copy  from  the 
fourth  section  of  the  act  of  1830 — and  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  these  obj  ctions  have  not  any  sufficient 
foundation  upon  which  to  rest.  In  spite  of  all  of 
them,  I  raubt  go  for  the  bill.  I  support  it  because 
I  believe  it  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
of  the  Legislature  of  my  own  State,  directing  us  to 
use  our  exertions  to  produce  such  graduation  of 
the  prices  and  limitations  o/  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  as  will  best  promote  the  settlement  and  ac- 
tual occupancy  of  the  same. 

I  support  this  prospective  permanent  pre-emption 
system  to  prevent  trespasses  and  intrusions  upon 
the  public  domain,  which  have  hitheito  been  the 
subject  of  so  much  and  so  severe  animadversion. 

I  support  this  bill  because  I  believe  that  it  will 
advance  the  actual  settlement  of  the  wilderness  of 
the  West. 

I  support  thTs  bill  because  it  goes  to  encourage, 
protect,  and  sustain  the  honest  emigrant,  be  he 
whom  he  may. 

I  support  this  bill  because  it  practically  carries 
out  the  literal  and  just  policy  of  our  general  land 
s)6te.n. 

I  support  this  bill  became  it  is  just  in  itself— 


J  extending  equal  privileges  and  equal  benefits  to 
all. 

I  support  this  bill  because  I  cannot  fail  to  re. 
gard  it  as  tending  to  the  benefit  of  an  honest  and 
meritorious  cla-s  of  out  countrymen. 

I  have  opposed  the  proposition  excluding  those 
worth  over  five  hundred  dollars  from  participate 
in  the  benefits  of  this  bill.  I  would  make  do  such 
odious  discrimination.  I  would  prevent  no  man 
who  desired  to  leave  the  home  of  his  fathers  for  a 
home  in  the  West,  whatever  might  be  his  estate  or 
his  condition  in  life.  Many  a  man  worth  more  than 
that  sum  has  left  New  Hampshire  for  Michigan; 
and  if  more  choose  to  take  the  same  road  to  com-' 
fort  and  independence,  they  shall  have  all  the  aid  I 
can  give  them. 

Believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  settlement  of  the  pub- 
lic domain  should  be  the  primary  object  of  the 
statesman  and  of  tbepatrio';  aodbetieviqg.asido, 
that  no  more  than  the  minimum  price  can  be  ex- 
pected or  evtfa  desired  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands;  and  believing,  as  I  do.  that  the  bill  before  us 
is  admirably  calculated  to  advance  the  actual  hi- 
tlement  and  occupancy  of  the  tow  trackless  forests 
of  the  West,  I  go  for  it.  I  desire  to  see  it  become 
the  law  of  the  land:  and  in  my  judgment,  when- 
ever that  time  shall  come,  you  will  hear  no  more  of 
the  lawless  intxu  fen  upon  the  public  domain;  you 
will  find  a  moving  mass  of  patriotic  citizens  set- 
tling your  outer  borders,  capable  of  resisting  every 
encroachment,  and  of  sustaining  at  all  times  the 
honor  and  independence  of  their  country. 

Mr.  YOUNG  of  Illinois  explained  in  reference 
to  the  admission,  by  that  State,  of  aliens  to  the  pri- 
vilege of  voting.  Persons  of  that  descriptioo 
might,  until  lately,  enjoy  the  elrctive  franchise  in 
Illiooi*  after  a  residence  of  only  mx  month7,  whe- 
ther they  had  been  naturalized  or  no.  And  such 
had  then  been  the  practice  for  twenty  years.  NaT, 
the  State  had  gone  still  further.  When  the  country 
was  settled  by  its  present  occupants,  they  fouid 
there  many  French  settlers  whose  fathers  had  re- 
sided on  the  soil  time  cut  of  mind.  And  it  was  fit 
that  these  p?ople  should  be  secured  in  the  same  pri- 
vileges as  should  be  granted  to  new  comers.  There 
war,  especially  at  thatl  time,  in  the  country  a  de- 
servedly prominent  an  t  popular  man  by  the  Dame 
of  Pierre  Menard— a  man  without  rep  osch,  univer- 
sally respected  and  beloved  by  all,  French  and  Ame- 
rican*. And,  in  framirg  the  Constitution,  a  provi- 
sion was  introduced  with  a  direct  reference  to  bis 
case.  The  qualification  required  for  Governor  of 
the  State  was,  that  he  should  have  been  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  for  thirty  years  previous  to  his 
election;  and  it  was  at  first  provided  that  the  sams 
qualification  should  be  requisite  in  the  case  of  Lieu- 
tenant Governor;  but  that  provision  had  been  al- 
tered, with  the  express  purpose  of  admitting  M. 
Menard,  whom  the  people  generally  desired  to  fill 
that  office.  To  be  a  member  of  the  Siate  Legisla- 
ture, a  man  must  be  a  citizen;  but  for  the  election 
of  members  ef  Congress,  no  such  qualification  was 
necessary.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
recognised  the  same  distinction.  The  electors  of 
President  were  not  required  to  be  citizens  of  the 
United  Ssat.s— the  phrase  was,  1(ptrple  of  the 
United  States;"  but  when  it  spoke  of  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  it  required  them  to 
be  "citizens." 

One  of  the  first  laws  passed  by  the  State  Legisla- 
ture declared  that  aliens  might  take,  hold,  and 
transmit  real  estate,  and  that  their  widows  should 
be  entitled  to  a  right  of  dower.  And  wouldMbe  Se- 
nate now,  in  reference  to  the  privilege  of  pre 
emption,  insert  an  odious  distinction,  which  did  not 
apply  even  to  the  holding  and  transmission  of  lrndl 
He  hoped  not.  The  distinction  was  rejected  br 
his  State,  and  he  hoped  it>  would  not  now  be  esta- 
blished by  Congrers. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  ClatJ  **° 
had  objected  to  the  admission  of  aliens  to  vote,  and 
who  was  so  much  opposed  to  the  present  bill,  had 
stated  that  the  population  of  Illinois  had  doubled 
itself  in  six  years.  Well,  if  that  was  true,  did  that 
present  a  reason  why  pre-emption  laws  should  not 
pass?  On  the  contrary,  it  was  the  very  reason  «hj 
tbey  should. 

A*  to  the  justice  of  the  measure  now  proposed, 
he  would  put  it  to  gentlemen  on  either  political  atfe 
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of  this-body,  how  it  could  be  refused  to  his  (tale? 
There  were  seven  millions  of  public  lands  still 
unsurveyed;  thty  constituted  the  fairest  portion  if 
the  State;  and  though  they  had  bot  been  laid  out 
into  sections  and  quarter-sections,  county  lines  had 
been  established  by  law;  and  would  gentlemen  pre- 
vent settlers,  entitled  by  law  to  vote  as  all  other 
citizens  of  the  State,  from  going  and  occupying 
meat  new  counties  and  filling  them  up  with  a  bar* 
dy  agricultural  population?  If  so,  what  was  to  be- 
come of  these  fair  portions  of  the  State,  the  new, 
,  fresh,  and  fertile  lands  which  invited  to  settlement 
and  cultivation?  Would  gentlemen  say  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Illinois,  or  strangers  from  a  distance,  should 
not  be  allowed  to  occupy  counties  in  the  old  At- 
lantic States  regularly  organized  by  law?  And  if 
not,  why  should  they  desire  to  say  this  in  reference 
to  similar  counties  in  the  new  State*?  Some  of 
the  members  of  this  body  had  recently  been  travel- 
ling in  the  Rock  river  country;  would  they  say  that 
the  settlers  were  all  guilty  of  frauds,  frads  in  every 
shape?  that  they  were  a  set  of  plunderers  and 
land  pirates?  He  was  willing  to  refer  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  WcBSTxa  ],  Let  that 
gentleman  tell  the  Senate  what  he  saw  in  thai 
country,  and  what  sort  of  a  population  be  found 
upon  the  public  domain.  Was  it  filled  with  rich 
speculators?  or  was  it  occupied  by  the  poor,  indus- 
trious, enterprising  actual  settler?  He  believed 
speculators  bad  had  pretty  near  enough  of  dealing 
in  the  wild  lands  of  the  West. 

Oa  the  subject  ot  graduating  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic lauds,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay] 
had  used  an  argument  which  was  fallacious  in 
point  of  fact.  He  had  insisted  that  it  con  Id  not  be 
good  financial  policy  to  hope  to  get  more  money 
for  the  lands  by  reducing  the  price.  He  said  that 
the  8enate  bad  been  deceived  as  to  the  vast  amount 
of  poor  land,  which  would  not  bring  over  twenty- 
five  cents  an  acre,  as  large  quantities  of  this  very 
land  had  since  been  actually  sold  at  the  Govern- 
ment price.  This  was  true,  and  what  had  been 
the  result?  All  who  bad  been  .engaeed  in  such 
purchases  had  been  broken  up  and  totally  ruined. 
There  bad  come,  not  long  since,  a  man  from  Phila- 
delphia who  only  looked  at  the  map?  to  ascertain 
what  tracts  were  stilt  vacaat,  and  he  had  bought 
them  up  in  ell  directions,  in  fact,  bad  swept  the 
whole  country.  He  puichased  at  the  Government 
price,  and  he  had  been  -mined.  In  1835  the 
amount  sold  was  between  four  and  five  mill  ons  of 
acres;  in  1836  it  went  op  to  twenty-four  millions. 
The  same  course  of  things  appeared  at  the  same 
period  from  an  assessment  of  the  valoe  of  real  es- 
tate in  New  York;  the  same  spirit  prevailed  every- 
where; and  what  had  been  the  issue?  Universal 
ruin  and  desolation.  Figures,  therefore,  while  they 
showed  a  vast  apparent  increase  of  the  public 
wealth  and  prosperity,  were  not  always  to  be  re- 
lief on. 

Let  any  man  go  and  look  at  these  Western  set- 
.  dements;  let  him  travel  through  them  and  mingle 
with  the  people;  let  him  see  what  sort  of  people 
were  oa  this  national  domain,  and  who  they  were 
that  were  actually  benefited  by  our  pre-emption 
law*,  and  they  would  svon  have  all  doubts  as  to 
the  expediency  and  utility  of  the  sys'em  done  away. 
Men  who  went  into  that  region  on  a  pack-horse, 
carrying  their  worldly  all  upon  his  back,  had  now 
become  respectable  farmers,  and  were  able  to  give 
their  children  a  good  education.  Should  not  the 
law  give  a  preference  to  sach  men  as  theje  over 
mere  land  speculators? 

Bot  it  was  said  that,  if  this  bill  should  pass,  the 
squatters  would  rush  out  upon  the  lands,  even  be- 
fore they  were  surveyed,  and  take  possession  of  the 
best  portions  every  where.  That  was  true;  and 
that  was  just  what  every  Western  man  desired  to 
see.  Let  them  rush;  let  them  get  hold  of  the  best 
and  choicest  lands;  and  then,  if  the  speculator 
chose  to  come  after  them  to  purchase  on  -pecula- 
tion, let  him  take  up  with  the  refuse  that  was  left. 
It  was  true  that  in  some  particular  cases  the  land 
thus  obtained  had  brought  a  high* price.  He  knew 
one  case  where  a  man  had  obtained  a  tract  of  land 
in  exchange  for  a  horse,  which  he  had  recency  sold 
for  $8,000;  he  had  then  gone  further  on,  and  settled 
ajpjp.  Did  gentlemen  wish  to  put  a  stop  to  this?  , 
iBSoped  cot:  he  wanted  to  see  it  go  on. 


And  then  let  it  be  remembered  that  the  new  States 
had  themselves  a  direct  interest  in  the  passage  of 
such  a  law;  and  ihey  had  a  right  to  insist  that  some 
such  act  should  pass.  Did  gentlemen  wish  to  hold 
op  vast  tracts  of  wild  land  from  sale,  and  thus 
keep  it  from  the  reach  of  the  taxation  of  the  8taie? 
Did  they  really  want  to  cramp  and  embarrass  the 
new  States?  Every  gentleman  knew  that  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  a  State,  when  sold,  were  exempt  from 
State  tazation  for  rive  years.  D.d  they  want  to 
keep  back  the  termination  of  this  period  as  late  a? 
possible?  Thrre  was  no  injustice  in  the  enactment 
of  a  law  of  this  k;nd.  If  it  did  go  to  foster  the 
growth  and  augment  the  wealth  of  the  rising  States, 
was  that  a  result  not  to  be  desired?  Very  possibly 
the  older  States  might,  in  some  degree,  suffer  from 
the  emigration  of  ibeir  population  westward;  but 
they  should  not  endeavor,  on  that  account,  to  pre- 
vent their  poorer  citizens  from  bettering  their  con* 
dition,  and  providing  a  heritage  for  their  chi'- 
dren.  Under  this  system  of  pre-emption  Illinois 
had  already  attained  a  population  exceeding  that 
of  Kentucky,  and  surpassing  by  twenty  thousand 
that  of  the  0:d  Dominion.  Bot  would  Sena- 
tors from  those  States  prevent  the  emigration 
of  their  poorer  '  neighbors?  He  trusted  not:  he 
was  sure  they  never  woul  1  act  from  such  a  mo- 
tive. On  the  contrary,  every  facility  should 
be  extended  to  those  honest  and  enterprising  men. 
What  more  did  gentlemen  expect  to  get  for  this  Go 
vernment  land?  Was  not  a  dollar  and  a  quarter 
enoueji  for  an  acre  of  wild  land?  Surely  it  was. 
But  supposing  it  would  bring  #10  an  acre  at  auc 
tion,  was  that  a  reason  that  it  »hnold  be  held  up 
from  the  r* ach  of  the  poor  man  who'  wished  to  cul- 
tivate and  improve  it?  And  was  he  to  be  con- 
demned to  toil  all  his  da} s  on  a  second  or  third 
rate  soil,  that  the  Treasury  might  be  enriched  by 
selling  its  land  to  wealthy  men? 

Gentlemen  supposed  that  a  reduction  of  the  price 
of  the  poorer  portion  of  tbe  lands  would  not  lead  to 
more  sales  and  a  larger  consequent  receipt  of  mo- 
ney. He  thought  they  were  mistaken.  Gradua- 
tion was,  in  fact,  the  policy  of  every  S:ate  that  had 
lands  of  its  own  to  sell.  Kentucky  owned  lands 
south  of  tbe  Tennessee  river;  had  she  not  gradually 
reduced  ber  price  until  it  came  down  as  low  as  124 
cents?  That  was  the  policy  of  I  linois.  She  had 
sold  at  (1  25;  then  at  $1;  then  at  75  cents  and  was 
now  felling  her  land  at  50  cents  the  acre.  Were 
the  same  course  pursued  in  reference  to  the  JLTniied 
8tates  lands,  many  would  te  induced  to  examine 
with  a  view  to  getting  a  good  bargain,  and  the  con- 
sequence would  be  a  great  increase  of  the  amount 
actually  gold.  After  this  had  been  continued  some 
time,  and  the  sales  grew  slack,  then  diminish  the 
price  again;  and  so  on,  till  not  an  acre  was  left  un- 
sold. He  admitted  that  when  poor  land  lay  imme- 
diately adjacent  to  good  land,  the  owner  of  the  lar- 
t'  r  was  likely  to  givt  a  better  price  for  it  than 
others  for  convenience  sake,  because  from  its  situa- 
tion it  was  worth  more  to  him;  but  this  held  only  in 
particular  case*,  and  not  generally. 

lie  concluded  by  expressing  his  hope  that  the 
bill  would  pass.  It  would  be  seen  that,  except  in 
what  land  was  subject  to  private  entry,  there  could 
be  no  delay  of  payment.  The  moment  the  land 
on  which  a  pre-emption  had  been  granted  was  ad- 
vertised for  sale,  the  settler  must  pay  the  mo- 
ney for  it,  or  lose  his  pre-emption.  He  had  no 
doubt  that,  should  the  bill  pass,  more  money  wou'd 
be  brought  by  it  into  the  Treasury  than  could  be 
obtained  in  auy  other  mode.  The  money  paid  at 
Burlington,  in  Iowa,  on  pre-emption  lands,had  in  a 
few  weeks  amounted  to  half  a  m  llion  of  dollars. 
That  Territory  had  already  40,000  inhabitants,  and 
would  shortly  be  applying  to  come  as  a  State  into 
the  Union. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  of  North  Can  lina  rose  and  said 
that  he  bad  originally  entertained  no  design  to  parti- 
cipate in  this  discussion.  Those  whom  he  repre- 
sented (so  far  as  he  bad  ascertained  their  wishes) 
•were  generally  opposed  to  the  policy  of  pre-emp- 
tions; and  he  himself,  concurring  in  that  opinion, 
had  intended  to  con 'en  t  himself  with  a  silent  vote, 
but  for  certain  doctrines  which  had  been  advanced 
and  facts  stated  in  the  progress  of  the  debate.  The 
bill  would  have  been  far  less  objectionable  to  him 
bad  the  amendment  prevailed  which  was  offered  by 


the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Chittenden,] 
limiting  the  bounties  which  it  proposed  to  confer  to 
American  cit  zins,  and  excluding  unnaturalized 
foreigners.  But,  in  resisting  this  amendment,  the 
distingu'i-hed  Senator  from  New  •  York  [Mr. 
Wright]  had  contended  that  any  one  of  tbe  States 
had  the  right  to  confer  the  elective  franchise  on  fo- 
reigners without  naturalization,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  U cited  States,  and  thus  enable  them  to 
vote  in  elections  under  th's  Government;  and  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Young,]  who 
has  just  taken  hh  seat,  had  stated  that  this  doctrine 
was  actually  carried  out  in  practice  in  his  State, 
for  that  there  alien*  had  voted  after  a  residence  of 
six  months.  It  was  upon  this  subject  he  ha  J  risen 
to  s*y  a  ft  w  words.  He  could  not  but  regard  such 
a  doctrine  as  direct! v  in  the  teeth  of  the  Consti- 
tution tif  the  Uni  ed  States.  The  honorable  Senator 
fromNev  Yoik  [Mr.  Wright]  understands  this 
power  to  belong  to  a  State  by  reason  of  the  general 
provision  in  the  Constitution  tbat  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  President  are 
directed  to  be  chosen  by  tbe  people  of  the  several 
States,  and  that  "the  electors  in  each  State  shall 
have  the  qualifications  requisite  for  electors  of  tbe 
most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature." 
It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  remind  one  who 
xhowed  himself  so  familiar  with  such  subjects,  of 
th»  ordinary  rule  of  interpretation,  that  all  parts  of 
the  instrument  must  be  looked  to  in  giving  it  aeon* 
struction,  and  that  general  words  were  oftentimes 
controlled  by  particular  provisions.  The,  section 
of  the  Constitution  immediately  preceding  that  re- 
ferred to  by  the  Senator  from  New  York  was  equal- 
ly general  in  its  terms:  "All  legislative  powers 
herein  granted  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress  of  the 
United  S  ate?,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives."  If  we  look  nofurthrr 
than  this  chu?e,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives c*n  make  laws  without  hindrance  or 
concurrence  from  any  other  department  of  the  Go- 
vernment. The  words  are  as  comprehensive  as 
any  that  our  language  can  afford.  But  in  the  sut- 
sequent  parts  of  the  Constitution  we  learn  that 
no  art  of  Congress  shall  become  a  law  unless 
it  receive  the  approbation  of  the  President,  ex- 
cept in  ca5es  which  need  not  now  be  mentioned. 
Finding  this  first  and  broadest  declaration  of  the 
Con*;  iiuticn  qualified  and  res1  rained  by  subsequent 
provisions,  our  suiprise  will  te  tbe  less  if  we  dis- 
cover that  that  relief  on  for  the  support  of  the 
power  in  question  is  subject  to  a  lik*  qualifica- 
tion. Let  us,  in  passing,  inquire  who  are  uthe 
people  of  the  several  States'1  by  whom  representa- 
tives Ac.  are  to  be  chosen?  Who  are  ihe  people 
of  Kentucky,  among  whom  you,  sir,  reside?  Who 
are  the  people  of  New  York?  Does  any  one  un- 
derstand them  to  include  unnaturalized  aliens, 
owing  allegiance  to  foreign  Governments,  and 
bound  to  cleave  to  thsrn  in  the  event  of  a  contro- 
versy with  our  owii?  But  suppose  that  by  the 
generality  of  these  words  they  were  embraced. 
The  Constitution  elicwhere,  in  eipress  terms,  gites 
to  Congress  the  power  "to  establish  a  uaiform  rule 
of  naturalization,"  and  Congress  has  exercised  that 
power  by  prescribing  the  rule.  From  is  very 
nature,  it  cannot  be  concurrently  exercised  by  the 
General  Government  and  the  States.  There  can- 
not, in  the  nature  of  things,  be  a  uniform  rule 
throughout  the  United  S  ates,  and  yet  different  rules 
in  different  Srates.  But  it  is  asked  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wright,]  shall  Congress 
prescribe  the  qualifications  of  voters  in  the  States? 
By  no  means.  Congress  cannot  prescribe  any 
qualifications  for  electors  in  the  States  who  are  na- 
tive born  or  naturalized  citizens;  and  even  in  the  cafe 
of  a  foreigner  they  cannot  prescribe  to  him  quali- 
fications as  an  elector,  properly  so  called,  but 
'they  pretcribe*  the  means  by  which  a  disqualifi- 
cation under  which  he  labors  may  be  removed;  and 
such  disqualification  can  be  removed  by  no  other 
authority!  This  construcion  of  tbe  Constitution 
conflicts  with  no  just  rights  of  the  States;  on  the 
contrary,  the  rights  of  all  the  others  are  grossly 
violated  by  any  one  of  them  undertaking  to  natu- 
ralize aliens  in  any  other  mode  than  that  agreed 
upon  in  the  Constitution  of  tbe  United  States.  The 
States,  by  tbe  Constitution,  have  entered  into  cer- 
tain stipulations  with  each  other,  which  none  of 
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tbem  can  in  good  faith  violate.  Some  of  thet-e  are 
of  a  positive  character,  such  as  that  they  will  de- 
liver op  fugitives  frojn  justice,  and  fugitive  slaves 
and  seivant8.  Others  are  negative,  such  as  that 
they  will  abstain  from  the  exercise  of  powers  them- 
selves which  they  have  delegated  exclusively  to 
the  General  Government.  To  refuse  to  execute 
the  former  is  a  crime  of  omission;  to  attempt  the 
exercise  of  the  latter  is  a  crime  of  communion; 
both  alike  in  jar  ions  to  the  other  Slate? .  Whent 
therefore^  a  State  admits  foreigners  to  political 
rights,  affecting  the  action  of  th  s  Government, 
without  naturalization,  she  violates  the  covenants 
of  the  Constitution  and  does  injury  to  her  sister 
States. 

Such  was  his  reading  of  the  Constitution.  How 
stood  the  question  upon  authorial  He  believed 
that  all  interpreters  of  the  Constitution  agree  that 
the  States  have  alienated  exclusive  powers  of  le- 
gislation to  this  Government  in  three  cases  only: 
1st.  Where  the  Constitution,  in  express  terms, 
■ranted  an  exclusive  authority  to  the  Union.  2d. 
Where  it  granted,  in  one  insance,  an  authority  to 
the  Union,  and  in  another  prohibited  the  States 
from  exercising  the  like  authority.  And  3 1.  Where 
it  granted  an  authority  to  the  Uoion,  to  which  a 

-  similar  authority  in  the  States  would  be  absolutely 
repugnant  and  contradictory.  And  it  wa«aliitle 
remarkable  that  all  the  commentators  on  the  Con- 
stitution, from  Mr.  Madison  down — at  least  as  far 
as  he  was  informed — had  selected  this  very  power 
of  naturalization  as  an  illustration  of  the  rhird  class 
of  these  cases.  In  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent— and 
but  for  this  fact  he  would  not  now  have  obtruded 
himself  on  the  notice  of  the  Senate — as  adopted  in 
1776,  there  is  this  clause:  "Sec  40.  That  every 
foreigner  who  comes  to  settle  in  this  State, 
having  first  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
same,  may  purchase,  or  by  other  just  means 
hold,  acquire,  and  transfer  land  or  other  real 
estate:  and,  afltr  otic  year1*  residence,  thall  be 
deemed  ajrie  citizen."  Under  this  section,  foreign- 
er 8,  by  talt  ng  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  S.aie 
may  yet  acquire,  bold,  and  transfer  land>;  but,  in 
the  fulfilment  of  her  duties  to  the  Union — ind  he 
trusted  she  had  fulfilled  tbem  all— North  Carolina, 
by  her  constituted  authorities,  both  1  gislative  and 
judicial,  had  uniformly  admitted  that,  by  her  adop- 
tion of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  the  passage  of 
naturalization  laws  by  Congress,  the  latter  clause 
of  the  section  just  quoted  was  abrogated;  and  that 
foreigners  could  become  citizens  on'y  according  to 
the  uniform  rule  established  by  Congress.  And  he 
appealed  to  honorable  Senators  if  it  was  just  to- 
wards her,  and  the  other  States  of  the  Union  who 
put  a  like  construction  on  the  Constitution,  that 
other  members  of  the  Confederacy  should  adopt  a 
different  rule  of  naturalization.  Wnen  the  Con- 
stitution was  adopted,  it  was  declared  to  be  intended 

•  to  secure  "the  blessings  of  liberty  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  and  their  posterity.*'  Aliens 
were  no  parties  to  it.  But  a  provision  was  inserted 
by  which  Congress  might  admit  them  to  become 
parties,  and  to  share  in  its  blessings.  The  Coasti* 
tution  was  brought  into  existence  mainly  to  regu- 
late our  foreign  relations.  To  Congress  had  been 
given  the  power  to  make  peace  and  war  with  other 
nations;  and  there  appeared  to  be  a  propriety  in 
giving  it  also  the  power  of  determining  upon  what 
conditions  the  people  of  those  nations  should  be 
admitted  to  share  with  us  in  the  privilege  of  de- 
ciding on  the  question  of  peace  and  war  with  their 
native  countries. 

But  the  States  have  agreed  by  the  Constitution 
to  distribute  their  relative  power  in  the  other  branch 
of  Congress,  and  in  the  election  of  a  Chief  Magis- 
.urate,  according  to  the  respective  numbers  of  their 
people;  and,  so  long  as  those  numbers  depend  on 
the  natural  course  of  increase,  or  on  the  induce- 
ments which  might  be  held  out  for  emigration  from 
one  State  of  the  Union  to  another,  the  struggle  for 
power  among  themselves  was  one  of  fair  and  ho- 
norable competition.  But,  sir,  I  deny  that  in  such 
a  contest,  any  State  has  a  right  to  invoke  as  allies 
unnaturalized  foreigners.  This  is  a  subject  of  vast 
magnitude,  to  which  I  desire  to  call  the  special  at- 
tention of  Congress  and  the  country.  There  is 
shortly  to  he  a  new  distribution  of  power,  accord- 


ing to  the  census  recently  taken  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States*  Sir,  I  protest  again*',  aliens  being 
enumerated  in  thai  census,  or,  if  so  enumerated, 
against  any  State  acquiring  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  or  votes  in  the  Presidential 
election,  by  considering  aliens  not  naturalize*),  as 
a  part  of1  the  people"  of  such  8tate.  This  is  an 
unconstitutional  mode  of  acquiring  power,  which, 
if  tolerated,  would  subvert  one  of  the  first  princi- 
ples of  onr  Confederacy.  And,  with  proper  defe- 
rence to  the  opinions  of  others,  I  cannot  conceive  a 
more  gross  violation  of  the  Constitution,  a  more 
clear  usurpation  of  power,  than  for  a  Sate  to  an- 
nul or  dispense  with  the  laws  of  naturalization, 
and  swell  its  own  importance  and  weight  in  the 
UnUn  by  the  aid  of  aliens  oving  no  allegiance  to 
this  country,  but  bound  by  the  highest  obligations 
to  take  up  arms  against  it  in  the  event  of  war  with 
their  own  sovereign.  Soch  an  injury  is  the  more 
grievous  because  it  operates  not  so  much  against 
this  Government  as  against  the  constitutional  rights 
of  the  co-States  of  the  Confederacy  who  had  not 
expressly  provided  sanctions  to  prevent  such  in- 
fractions. 

He  would  Uke  occasion  to  remind  the  Stna'e 
that  not  only  personal  bravery  and  adventurous 
spirit,  the  qualities  so  much  lauded  by  honorable 
Senators  from  the  West  as  characterizing  those  for 
whore  benefit  this  b.U  was  intended — that  not  only 
these,  but  the  highest  degree  of  virtue  and  honor, 
might  co-exist  with  a  deadly  hostility  to  Republican 
institutions;  and  he  would  exhort  them  to  beware 
how  bounties  were  bestowed  on  those  who  cwed  no 
allegiance  to  the  Government. 

He  had  not  noticed,  in  its  proper  connection, 
the  precedent  a'luded  to  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Wbjoht]  of  the  admis- 
sion of  Michigan  into  the  Union  with  a  clause  in 
her  Constitution  allowing  foreigners  to  exercise  the 
elective  franchise.  If  he  had  been  correctly  in- 
formed in  relation  to  the  facts  of  that  case,  he  did 
not  conceive  that  it  sustained  the  doctrine  con- 
tended for  by  the  Senator  from  New  York. 
As  he  (Mr.  Gbaham)  had  understood,  the 
Constitution  of  Michigan  gave  the  light  of 
voting  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  State  at  the 
time  of  its  formation;  and  the  act  of  Ongres3 
admitting  her  into  the  Union  was  by  implica- 
tion a  special  act  of  naturalization  for  the  then  in- 
habitants. He  supposed  such  a  law  was  within 
the  power  of  Congress;  and  if  so,  the  case  of  Michi- 
gan was  not  a  precedent  for  this,  to  him,  near  and 
alarming  doctrine;  if,  however,  it  were  otherwise, 
he  could  not  admit  that  a  single  precedent  of  Con- 
gress could  overturn  what  was  in  his  opinion 
the  true  construction  of  the  Constitution — one  of  its 
most  important  provisions.  He  had  no  feeing  of 
hostility  to  foreigners  who  **ere  disposed  to  become 
citizens  according  to  the  constitutional  mode.  He 
believed  our  present  regulations  on  the  subject  were 
hospitable  and  liberal.  If  they  were  not  enough 
so,  he  was  even  willing  to  hear  propositions  to  make 
tbem  more  liberal.  He,  however,]was  opposed  to 
annihilating  the  uniform  rnle  on  the  subject  of  na- 
turalization, and  bestowing  bounties  on  those  who 
owe  noallegiaBce  to  our  Government. 

Mr.  PRESTON  had  not  risen  with  any  wish  or 
purpose  of  protracting  the  discussion;  but,  as  this 
quesion  of  power  had  been  debaed  with  some 
earnestness,  hh  would  say  a  few  words  in  relation 
to  it.  He  referred  to  a  period,  some  years  ago, 
when  he  bad  the  misfortune  to  differ  on  certain 
points  of  State  power  from  the  opinun  of  many  of 
his  friend? ,  and  it  was  now  again  his  lot  in  refe- 
rence to  the  question  which  had  been  raised .  Af- 
ter mature  reflection,  his  views  were  quite  different 
from  those  which  had  been  expressed  by  the '  two 
gentlemen  near  him,  the  Senator  lrom  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Clat]  and  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  Graham  ]  He  did  not  believe  that  the  Fede- 
ral Government  possessed  any  right  under  the  Con-, 
stitution  to  look  into  the  qualifications  of  voters  in 
any  State.  No  such  power  was  expressed  in  that 
instrument,  and  the  power  wonld  be  nugatory  and 
its  exercise  impossible  even  if  it  did  exist  there 
The  Slate  of  Michigan  had  determined  that  per- 
sons other  }han  naturalized  citizens  might  vote  in 
her  elections.  He  held  that  she  had  a  right  so  to 
determine,  and  that  from  .necessity,    The  mem- 


bers of  the  Senate  held  their  teats  in  that  body 
by  the  election  of  the  States;  but,  if  the  princi- 
ple contended  for  by  these  gentlemen  were  to 
be  allowed,  then,  in  every  case  where  persona 
had  voted  within  the  State  who  were  not  enti- 
tled   under    the    Constitution    so    to    do,  this 
original  vice  in  the  election  would  pervade  tin 
whole  act,  and  a  Senator  so  chosen  could  not  take 
his  seat.    He  held  that  the  Senate  had  no  power  to 
go  behind  the  Constitution  of  a  State,  and  thought 
it  would  be  a  dangerous  usurpation  should  they' 
undertake  to  look  into  the  case  of  each  member  at 
the  electoral  college  to  see  if  those  who  constituted 
it  were  or  were  not  duly  qualified.    The  Constim- 
tion  provided  no  particular  qualifications  for  voters, 
and  if  it  implied  such  qualifications,  it  must  teby 
a  strong  necessity  indeed.    And  should  a  tar  be 
passed  to  lay  down  such  qualifications,  tbat  law 
would  be  against  the  expres  declaration  of  the 
Constitution  which  provides  tbat  the  qualifications 
of  persons  voting  for  members  of  Congress  shall 
be  according  to  the  Stale's  own  determination  with 
respect  to  voters  for  the  most  numerous  branch  of 
the  State  Legislature.   The  whole  control  over  that 
subject  was  given  to  the  States  emphatically.  The 
logical  proposition  of  the  gentlemen  who  held  the 
opposite  opinion  amounted  to  thie:  you  thai  in  this     , 
matter  imply  for  the  General  Government  the  re- 
peal of  an  express  delegation  of  power  to  a  State, 
The  Slates  had  power  to  declare  who  should  be   ' 
electors,  for  the  Constitution  provided  that  these 
might  vole  for  electors  of   President  who  were 
qualified  to  vote  for  the  most  numerous  branch  of * 
the  Legislature.    The  State  declared  these  qualifi- 
cations, and,  therefore,  the  State  had  power  to  de- 
clare who  should  vote  for  electors  of  President,  bat 
the  doctrine  of  the  gentlemen  wonld  go  to  repeal 
and  completely  abrogate  this  power. 

But  if  the  power  for  which  they  contended  had 
been  repo  ed  in  the  General  Government  by  the 
Constitution,  it  would  have  been  impossible  toei* 
ercise  <it.    Suppose  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Rente- 
sentatives  to  be  contested   on  the  express  ground 
that  persons  *  oted  for  the  sitting  member  who  were 
unnaturalized  foreigners;  and  suppose  the  ittuag 
member  should  appeal  to  the  Constitution  of  tfct 
State  which  permitted  such  persons  to  vote  for 
members  of  Congress,  could  that  House  look  he- 
>ond  the  State  Constitution?  Was  it  for  a  committee 
of  tbat  House  to  decide  that  this  ought  net  lo  be  w, 
and  thus  to  iepeal  the  Constitution  of  a  Stale?  And 
if  they  once  got  b&hind  the  Constitution,  where 
were  they  to  stop?    It  would,  in  his  judgment,  be 
wise  to  confine  the  elective  franchise  to  citixeaa 
alone,  but,  in  the  absence  of  any  express  prohibi- 
tion, he  would  not  restrict  the  right  of  the  Stale  by 
implication.    Had  Congress  any  right  to  do  id 
Might  it  pass  a  law  declaring  that  none  but  ritUant 
of  the  United  States  should  vote  for  members  of  the 
State  Legislature.     He  apprehended  not.    The  , 
Constitution  did  not  say  so,  and  they  could  not 
infer  the  power.    If  time  served,  and  if  this  were 
the  time,  it  would  be  proper  to  inquire  more  gene- 
rally into  this  whole  subject.    Gentlemen  tailed  n 
a  citizen  of  the  United  State?;   what  was  a  cirixen 
of  the  United  State*?    Conld  any  gentleman  «M 
him?  Could  they  define  the  idea?  Was  every  eitisei 
of  a  State  a  citizen  of  the  United  States?  Wat  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  a  citizen  of  all  the 
Staes?    Was  a  man  who  was  a  cit  zen  ef  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia  a  citizen  of  South  Cardinal  He 
apprehended  not.    In  North  Carolina  aliens  eoeld 
hold  and  transmit  land,  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
Sate;  in  Georgia  they  held  under  an  expt  ess  sta- 
tute.   The  States  always  modified  this  matter  » 
suit  their  own  pleasure.    A  man's  holding  land  did 
not  make  him  a  citizen  of  the  United  8tater;  and 
a  man's  citizenship  in  the  United  States  did  not 
make  him  a  citizen  of  any  one  State.    The  Stales 
carefully  guarded  this  right  of  citizenship,  aad  re- 
quired  a  probationary  period  of  various  lengths. 
In  Sooth  Carolina  a  man  must  be  a  citizen  of  the 
State  before  he  could  practise  law.    On  the  whole, 
be  did  not  see  where  the  rights  of  the  States  over 
citizenship  and  the  exercise  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise were  abrogated  or  touched  by  the  Constitution. 
The  question,  however,  did  not  affect  the  pre*** 
bill.    It  mattered  not  whether  a  man  was  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  or  not.    He  eould  i 
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public  land.  He  did  it  at  his  own  risk.  He  did  it 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  where  the  lands  lay; 
•ad  though  he  purchased  of  the  United  8'ates,  be 
could  hold  only  under  the  State.  Congress  had 
passed  no  law  that  all  who  purchased  ihe  land  of 
ihe  United  States  should  have  power  to  hold  it 
within  the  new  States.  It  had,  however,  gone 
farther  than  this  bill  proposed  to  go.  It  had  not 
only  sold,  hot  given  land  to  foreigners,  and  evtn  to 
those  who  were  subjects  of  the  Autocrat  of  Rush* 
and  the  King  of  France.  Tracts  had  been  given 
both  to  Polish  and  to  French  settlers,  and  the 
States  had  formerly  done  the  same  thing.  He 
would  not  dispute  the  power  to  sell  to  any  one; 
whether  to  do  so  was  politic  or  not,  was  a  dffe- 
rent  question.  It  had  been  thought  good  policy  to 
give  these  lands  to  the  Poles  and  the  French 
emigrants,  bat  he  greatly  doubted  this.  He  did  not 
think  it  good  policy  to  give  privileges  to  foreigner?, 
in  preference  to  our  own  citizens.  The  present 
hilt  was  a  bill  of  privileges— it  was  a  bill  of  boun- 
ties to  some  classes  of  persons  over  others.  He 
was  not  in  favor  of  giving  privileges  and  making 
grants  to  foreigners,  over  the  heads  of  our  own  ci- 
t  sens,  in  order  to  induce  tbem  to  come  and  reside 
among  us.  Congress  bad  had  a  magnificent  do- 
main confided  to  its  care,  not,  indeed,  to  be  ma- 
naged in  the  niggardly  f pirit  of  a  land  holder,  who 
was  determined  to  make  the  most  of  every  foot  of 
the  soil,  but  to  be  held  as  a  great  and  sacred  trust, 
lor  purposes  both  of  finance  and  of  patriotism.  To 
view  the  subject  aright,  gentlemen  ought  to  look  at 
it  in  both  these  views.  Th?y  ought  not,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  forget  that  the  public  lands  were  a  great 
finanntl  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  Union, 
nor,  on  the  other,  that  they  were  the  means  to  be 
employed  in  building  up  a  glorious  empire  in  the 
Wesj.  Considered  first  in  a  financial  point  of 
view,  they  were  a  properly  n«t  to  be  wantonly 
wasted,  or  profligately  dilapidated.  As  a  trust 
fund,  belli  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States,  the  land 
was  to  he  husbanded  with  care.  They  might  be 
made  to  diminish  the  public  burdens,  and  to  lighten 
the  load  of  taxation;  but  white  the  General  Govern- 
ment was  to  regard  them  in  this  ligh',  it  must  re- 
member that  it  might  not,  to  secure  there  objects, 
trample  on  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  great 
Weft,  nor  on  the  paramount  right  of  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States.  He  would  not  waste 
the  domain,  but  would  administer  it  in  soch  a  man- 
ner as  to  afford  an  inviting  outlet  to  that  mass  of 
population  which  was  leaving  the  Atlantic  shores 
to  seek  a  more  fertile  residence  in  the  virgin  soil  of 
the  West. 

As  to  the  financial  question,  the  ptesent  bill,  by 
allowing  settlers  to  select  the  most  fertile  tracts  and 
advantageous  points,  certainly  would  diminish  the 
valve  of  the  residue  which  was  to  be  exposed  at 
public  sale.  Lands  thus  told  at  auction  brought  to 
die  Government,  upon  an  average,  something  over 
f  1  95.  Those  who  went  in  on  the  public  domain 
wcra'd  At  upon  spots  not  only  good  in  themselves, 
but  commanding,  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  the 
vahae  of  the  lands  in  the  vicinity;  such,  for  exam- 
ple, as  spots  of  wood  in ,  tbe  midst  of  a  prairie, 
valuable  springs  in  a  dry  region,  water-power 
where  water-power  was  scarce.  Soch  points  as 
these  were  certainly  worth  greatly  over  tbe  mini- 
mum price,  yet  the  bill  allowed  a  pre-emption 
without  restriction,  knowing  that  the  seising  and 
oeeapancy  of  such  favorable  sit  nations  would  be 
the  certain  and  necessary  result  The  consequence 
was  inevitable,  that  the  value  of  tbe  rest  of  tbe 
territory  would  and  must  be  diminished.  Means 
wovJd  of  course  be  devised  of  speculating  on  these 
advantages.  They  had  been  already  put  in  prac- 
tice. Every  body  who  came  from  the  West  well 
knew  that  this  was  and  always  would  be  done. 
Wealthy  men  would  send  individuals  to  settle  on 
the  land,  with  an  express  view  to  buy  up  their  im- 
provements. Nor  was  there  any  thing  wrong  in 
this.  He  bad  himself  made  such  purchases,  and 
the  settlers  from  whom  he  bought  immediately  went 
on  to  make  new  settlements,  and  openly  begged  bis 
custom.  They  were  in  the  habit  of  seizing  on  a 
commanding  situation,  to  as  to  make  the  surround- 
ing land  of  comparatively  no  value  without  it,  and 
thns  contrive  lo  put  money  in  their  pocket. 

easts  answered  extreme  eases,    Tbe 


worthy  Senator  from  Missouri  on  his  left  [Mr. 
Linn]  had  said  that,  if  pre-emption  and  graduation 
were  refused,  the  public  lands  might  be  hell  op 
until  they  should  be  worth  (30  per  acre.  True, 
this  might  happen;  but  then,  on  the  ether  hand,  the 
lands  stir*/  be  given  away  for  nothing  at  all.  The 
8enator  said  that,  if  thrown  open,  the  lands  would 
bring  more  money  tban  if  held  up;  and  yet  that 
they  might  be  held  up  until,  inttead  of  bringing 
(1  85,  they  would  bring  (30  per  acre.  Both  posi- 
tions certainly  could  not  be  true. 

There  was  no  man  who  rejoiced  more  at  tbe  as- 
tonishing growth  of  the  West,  or  who  wondered 
more  at  the  contemplation  of  it,  than  he  did.  His 
heart's  most  earnest  desire  had  been  gratified  to 
witness  the  population  of  some  of  these  States 
doubling  i'self  in  eight  or  ten  years.  Bat  what  was 
the  practical  effect  of  this  whole  state  of  things?  If 
it  was  our  true  policy  to  build  up  the  West,  to 
fos'er  by  every  proper  means  this  young  and  rising 
empire,  was  it  not  equally  onr  policy  to  cast  an  eye 
toward  the  seaboard,  and  to  preserve  the  old  States 
of  the  Confederacy?  And  if  so,  what  right  hsd 
our  Western  brethren,  ont  of  those  States'  own  pa- 
trimony, to  offers  bounty  for  the  purpose  of  drain- 
ing off  their  popula'icn?  What  right  had  the  Ge- 
neral Government  to  draw  off  the  population  and 
resources  of  South  Carolina  that  the  West  might 
spring  up  like  the  palace  of  Aladdin,  or  rise  like 
an  exhalation?  This  bill  offered  to  all  who  would 
leave  the  worn-out  soil  of  Virginia  or  the  Carolinas 
a  positive  bounty.  It  held  out  inducements  to  the 
young  and  enterprising  to  pour  over  the  mountains, 
and  build  up  an  empire  in  the  West,  beyond  even 
the  rapidity  of  Nature.  The  Atlantic  States  were 
alreadv  drained.  The  lands  if  South  Carolina 
wer?  already  worn  out  by  long  use,  while  those  of 
the  West  were  fresh  and  new.  New  Hampshire 
was  vrry  much  in  the  same  condition.  Her  popu- 
lation had  foisaken  her,  and  were  to  be  found  in  the 
West.  God  forbid  be  should  prevent  the  efforts  of 
the  young  and  the  strong  to  better  ibeir  condition. 
Bot  were  not  the  inducements  to  emigration  already 
sufficiently  strong  without  superadding  the  force  of 
rewards  and  bounties?  Yet  tbe  privilege  proposed 
by  tbi«  bill  was  as  much  a  bounty  as  if  it  had  been 
offered  in  cash.  He  estimated  it  in  that  point  of 
view.  If  the  United  Siates  should  sell  land  in  or- 
der to  give  money,  what  was  it  bat  a  system  of  re- 
wards and  punishments? — of  rewards  to  the  new 
and  rising  Sta'es,  of  punishments  to  the  States 
which  were  to  be  devastated  and  drained.  The  old 
States  had  as  much  property  in  the  public  lands  as 
the  new;  and  yet  it  was  proposed  to  take  from  the 
revenue  tbey  would  bring,  and  give  it  as  a  bounty 
to  those  n  ho  shall  go  West.  The  bill  would  take 
money  from  him  to  give  it  to  bis  neighbor,  to  in- 
duce him  to  leave  Carolina  and  go  into  Arkansas 
or  Missouri.  This  was  not  fair;  it  was  unequal; 
it  was  exclusive. 

Whether  the  existing  land  system  was  in  all  re- 
spects correct  or  not,  was  a  question  on  which  he 
should  not  enter.  Thus  far,  at  least,  it  bad  acted 
regularly  and  well,  tt  had  made  Ohio.  It  had 
made  Indiana.  It  bad  made  Illinois.  It  had  made 
Missouri.  It  was  making  Michigan.  It  was  making 
Arkansas.  It  was  fast  making  the  West  the  great 
depository  of  political  power.  Ore  census  more 
would  make  the  old  Sates  but  an  appendage  to  the 
new — a  mere  fringe  upon  the  border  of  tbe  West- 
ern empire.  Was  not  this  enough?  Did  Western 
gentlemen  ask*  for  more?  Would  they  still  insist 
upon  hastening  the  precise  yet  more  by  bills  of 
bounty  and  privilege?  He  hoped  not.  If  the 
United  States  title  to  tbe  land  was  a  grievance,  it 
was  a  grievance  which  the  new  States  could  not 
remove.  No  doubt  it  was  held  as  a  grievance  that 
the  Government  should  hold  up  tbe  land  at  (1  25 
Granting  it,  however,  to  be  an  evil,  it  could  not  be 
a  very  great  one  where  there  was  so  much  land  of 
the  first  rate  qualiiiy.  Toere  might  be  some  evils 
in  the  system;  but  let  not  the  Senate,  by  one  fell 
swoop,  tear  up  and  reverse  the  whole. 

It  m  ght  be  because  he  was  passing  the  meridian 
of  life,  but,  from  whatever  cause,  he  certainly  found 
a  daily  increasing  tendency  in  h  s  mind  to  stop  in 
past  experience,  to  abide  by  what  had  been  tried. 
Sfert  decisis.  He  was  for  adhering  to  that  which 
had  worked  well,  and  not,  in  the  mere  insolence  of 


his  own  reason,  for  tearing  up  and  overturning 
what  had  long  been  decided  by  the  wisdom  of  those 
who  had  gone  before  him.  He  turned  from  mere 
ih*  ory,  however  fair  and  promising,  to  actual  re- 
sults— to  the  verdict  time  had  given.  The  proposed 
plan  held  oot  magnificent  results,  but  they  were 
results  merely  in  prospect.  He  preferred  to  stand 
on  what  experience  had  proved,  and  was  satisfied 
with  the  results  which  proved  the  system,  from 
which  they  flowed,  to  be  wise  and  beneficent. 
As  to  the  distinction  proposed  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cbjt- 
tcmdbn,]  by  restricting  the  pre-emption  privi- 
lege to  the  settler  whose  property  does  not  ex- 
ceed (500, 1  am  not  inclined  to  adopt  it.  Its  object 
is  to  confine  the  benefits  of  the  bill  to  the  poor  man; 
but  we  are  all  poor.  In  this  country  we  all  have  to 
win  our  way  to  fortune  by  the  sweat  of  our  bro<. 
The  primeval  corse  rests  upen  America  as  upon 
the  rest  of  the  world.  I  am  not  disposed  to  legis- 
late for  tbe  poor.  In  this  free  Republic  we  are  all 
equal  before  the  law,  and  when  we  are  dispensing 
ihe  bounties  of  the  Government,  I  do  not  think  we 
have  any  right  to  segregate  one  class  alone  as  the 
objects  of  onr  beneficence.  If  we  do  it  in  favor  of 
one  class,  we  do  it  against  another  class,  which  is 
utterly  abhorrent  to  the  genius  of  all  our  institu- 
tions. The  men  who  subdue  our  Western  forests 
are  a  noble  race;  hardy,  daring,  full  of  {enterprise 
and  courage.  I  admire  their  character.  I  rejoice 
in  their  success;  but  I  tLink  they  have  no  claim  to 
exclusive  legislation.  While  I  look  at  them  1  must 
also  have  tome  regard  to  my  own  interests.  What 
carries  them  to  the  West.  A  bold  and  enterpris- 
ing spirit.  And  who  is  it  they  teek  to  benefit? 
Me  or  mine.  Not  at  all.  Tbey  seek  to  benefit 
themselves,  and  they  are  light;  but  tbey  are  no 
more  entitled  to  the  patronage  of  the  Government 
than  I  am.  We  both  pursue  our  own  interests, 
though  in  different  lines  of  exertion.  Our  stimula- 
tion is  to  be  found  io  the  high  rewards  which  this 
country  holds  oot  to  every  form  of  resolute  enter- 
prise. If  we  employ  men  to  settle  the  public 
lands,  wc  ought  to  pay  them;  but  if  they  go  for 
their  own  advantage,  to  that  advantage  they 
must  look  as  the  reward  of  their  efforts.  If, 
indeed,  we  have  in  any  esse  thrown  special  burdens 
upon  them,  the  case  is  altered.  It  is  said  we  have 
accumulated  an  Indian  foe  upon  their  borders,  and 
that  this  body  of  tetikrs  present  their  bovoms  as  a 
rampart  for  cur  protection;  but  wbsiein  does  their 
situation  in  (his  respect  differ  from  that  wheh  has 
in  succession  been  the  early  condition  of  all  who 
settled  this  country?  Has  not  our  whole  wilder- 
ness been  opened  and  settled  under  the  gleam  of 
tbe  tomahawk?  Did  not  our  first  settlers  calculate 
on  dangers  when  they  penetrated  the  Western 
wild*?  They  braved  those  dangers,  and  they  have 
found  their  reward.  But  it  is  said  that  if  we  ex- 
pose them  to  Indian  neighbors,  we  are  bound  in 
justice  to  guard  them  from  the  danger  we  have 
creaed.  '  Admit  it;  and  have  we  not  guarded  them? 
Have  we  made  no  military  provision  for  their  de- 
fence? When  Black  Hawk  and  his  band  invaded 
the  frontier,  did  we  stand  with  our  bands  folded 
and  suffer  their  settlements  to  be  ravaged?  No;  we 
sent  them  our  Generals  and  our  troops.  We  poured 
out  without  stint  tbe  treasure  and  tbe  blood  of  the 
natirn;  and  it  was  but  our  duty.  I  regard  these 
Western  settlers  a?  children  of  the  same  common 
Government,  as  brothers  in  our  great  and  wide 
family  whom  it  is  our  pleasure  and  our  pride  to 
cherish  and  protect.  We  have  sent  regiment  after 
regiment;  we  have  built  fort  after  fort;  and  if  we 
bave  exposed  them  to  danger,  we  have  at  least  en- 
deavored to  thield  them  against  it;  not  but  what, 
while  I  say  this,  I  think  that  many  gentlemen  are 
dieposee  to  overrate  th&te  danger.  True,  we  have 
sent  off  the  Indians  from  within  the  Siates,and  some 
of  these  very  settlers  bave  got  the  richest  of  the 
land  which  the  Indians  left  behind  them.  We  have 
congregated  their  tribes  upon  our  frontier;  but  bow 
are  they  situated?  On  the  one  side  are  tbe  settle- 
ments of  the  whites,  the  very  States  from  which  they 
have  been  expelled,  full  of  an  armed  and  hardy 
population,  which  is  multiplying  and  becoming 
more  and  more  dense  from  day  to  day.  This  is 
on  one  side  offtbem,  and  what  is  on  the  other?  The 
boundless    prairies  of  the    West.     A   land  of 
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primeval  beauty,  covered  with  herbage  and  roamed 
by  countless  multitudes  of  buffalo  and  deer,  and 
whatever  else  can  delight  ihe  eye  and  tempt  the 
footstep  6t  the  hunter.  Are  their  tendencies  to- 
ward up,  or  toward  these  vast  and  inviting  hunting 
grounds  Will  they  bs  tempted  to  enter  the  bounds 
of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  rush  upon  the  rifles 
of  the  settlers,  and  the  bayonets  of  our  troop*,  when 
the  Camanchxs  and  the  Caddoes  lie  beyond  them 
to  the  West,  whom  they  may  sweep  before  them 
into  the  Pacific?  I  think  not.  I  think  their  native 
tendency  lies  manifestly  westward.  -  StiJ',  with 
their  uncertain  and  malignant  temper,  it  is  our  duty 
to  guard  against  all  possible  contingencies,  and  1 
am  willing  and  prepared  to  do  it. 

He  observe  J,  io  conclusion,  that  hi*  object  in 
rising  had  only  been  to  speak  to  the  question  of 
State  rights,  and  not  to  ducuss  the  bill.  For  one, 
he  was  as  much  di -posed  to  trust  the  regulation  of 
the  elective  franchise  to  the  Slates  of  this  Confe- 
deracy as  to  the  General  Government;  and  he  felt 
content  to  leave  the  whole  subject  where  the  Con 
stimtien  had  placed  it. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  uf  Tennessee  rose  to  address 
the  Senate,  but  yielded  to  a  motion  to  ad  jo  nrn 
which  prevailing — 

The  Senate  thereupon  adjourned. 

A- 

Friday,  January  8, 1841. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  the  bill  to*  establish 
a  permanent .  prospective  pre-emption  system  in 
favor  of  fettlers  on  the  public  lands  who  shall  in- 
habit and  cultivate  the  same  and  raise  a  log  cabin 
thereon;  and  the  question  being  on  the  following 
amendment  (ffrred  ly  Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Vermont, 
as  a  substitute  for  the  whole  bill: 

"Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause, and  insert 
the  following:  That  every  actual  settler  on  any  of 
the  public  lands,  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been 
extinguished,  except  such  as  are  hereinafter  re- 
served, being  the  head  of  a  family,  or  over  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age,  who  was  in  possession  and  a 
housekeeper,  by  personal  residence  thereon,  at  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  for  four  months 
next  preceding,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pre-emption 
in  the  purchase  of  the  land  so  settled  upon,  not 
exceeding  one  quarter  section,  at  the  minimum 
price  now  established  by  law."  , 

Mr.  ANDERSON  addressed  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  President:  It  is  always  with  extreme  re- 
luctance that  1  rise  to  trespass  on  the  attention  of 
the  Senate,  but  the  great  interest  which  this  ques- 
tion has  excited,  and  the  deep  feeling  with  which, 
it  will  be  received  by  our  countrymen,  and  espe- 
cially by  those  whom  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  t  > 
represent,  will  sufficiently  justify  me  in  the  humb'e 
attempt  I  shall  make  to  discharge  what  I  believe 
to  be  my  doty  upon  the  present  occasion. 

The  policy  Of  the  bill,  of  which  alone  I  »ha)l 
speak,  without  intending  to  rely,  at  present,  upon 
its  derails,  has  been  repeatedly  recognised  in  the 
legislation  of.  Tennessee,  and  ha*  again  and  again 
received  the  sanction  of  Congress  in  their  disposi- 
tion of  the  public  domain.  The  people  of  this 
country  have  always  sympathised  deeply  with  that 
hardy,  industrious,  and  enterprising  portion  of 
their  fellow  citizens  who  to  fioni  the  respective 
Eta'ef,  to  seek  a  solitary  home  in  the  great  wilder- 
ness of  the  West. 

Sir,  I  feel  the  full  weight  of  such  considerations 
pressing  upou  me,  and  1  cannot  repress  the  abrupt 
expression  of  my  entire  dissent  from  the  views 
presented  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  cf  this 
House. 

If  an  enlightened  foreigner  had  attended  the  pro- 
gress of  this  debate,  he  would  have  received  the 
impression  that  this  was  a  mere  question  of 
finance.  Following,  by  legitimate  inference,  the 
line  of  argument  pursued  by  genii: men  on  the 
oth  r  side,  the  question  would  have  risen  upon  him, 
whether  it  was  not  an  evil  greatly  to  be  appre- 
hended, that  our  distant  borders  would  be  too  soon 
occupied  by  bold  pioneers,  and  that  the  vast  wildr, 
which  have  now  a  scattered  population,  might  pre- 
maturely be  formed  into  States,  under  the  guidance 
of  those  industrious  cultivator  of  (he  soil.  He 
would  have  listened  in  vain  io  understand,  by  this 
discussion,  any    great    statesmanlike    objections 


which  ought  to  be  interposed  against  the  rapid  set- 
tlement of  the  far  West.  In  van  might  he  at- 
tempt to  trace  any  fact  in  the  history  of  the  rhe 
and  progress  of  other  natiqps  that  resembled  the 
re  trictive  policy  which  so  ft  iking -y  distinguishes 
the  opposition  to  this  measure.  It  is  not  to  be 
found  iu  the  action  of  the  mother  country  towards 
us,  at  any  period.  It  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  co- 
lonial history  of  the  great  nations  who  are  now  act- 
ing a  conspicuous  part  in  the  affairs  or*  the  world. 
It  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  conduct  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, either  towards  her  present  American  pro- 
vinces, or  her  settlements  in  Asia  or  Afrca.  It  is 
not  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  any  of  the  nations 
of  the  earth  whose  territorial  extension  was  great, 
and  whose  borders  needed  protection,  but  on  the 
contrary,  the  solicitude  of  every  wfce  and  patriotic 
Government  has  been  to  encourage  the  progress  of 
their  population  to  their  utmost  extremities,  to 
strengthen  and  consolidate  those  distant  rettlements, 
and  teach  the  emigrant  to  feel  that  his  home  there, 
however  lonely,  was  sacred.  The  Raman  empire 
planted  not  only  fortresses,  but  backed  them  by 
colonies  at  a  vast  expense,  upon  her  remote  fron- 
tiers To  her  they  were,  as  they  must  be  to  every 
nation  of  the  world  similarly  situated,  net  merely 
the  keys  of  peace  and  of  war,  but  the  shield  of  de- 
fence. A  wise  people,  looking  at  the  relations  of 
thing*,  will  appreciate  the  magnitude  of  such  a  po- 
licy by  no  present  security  so  much  as  the  possibi- 
lity of  future  danger.  The  existence  of  the  first  is 
one  of  the  chief  objects  of  government,  as  involving 
the  whole  question  of  piosperity;  and  to  guard 
against  the  latter,  one  of  the  great  principles  of  j?s 
administrative  action.  It  is  with  this  view,  in  part, 
that  England  now  seek*  to  settle  bv  gratuities  her 
American  lands.  Texas— but  the  other  day  foon  '- 
ed  by  our  own  people — pursuing  a  wiser  policy 
than  outselves,  offers  the  m  st  liberal  rewards  to 
those  who  will  become  her  citizens,  while  we,  at 
the,  centre  of  this  great  Republic,  receiving  the 
largest  share  of  the  benefits  of  the  public  eipendt- 
tures,  commencing  at  this  point,  and  spreading 
almost  exclusively  upon  the  Northern  Atlantic  bor- 
ders— we,  sir,  in  the  midst  of  soeh  considers' ions, 
h*ar  this  question  deliberately  treated  as  on*  of 
mere  finance,  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence, 
and  a  fit  occasion  to  denounce  the  poor  emi- 
grant, for  daring  to  set  his  foot  up'n  the  pub- 
lic soil,  and  that  he  should  be  bold  and  impu- 
dent enough  te  erect  a  cabin  to  shelter  his  house* 
less -head. 

Sir,  I  do  not  look  upon  this  as  a  mere  question 
of  finance,  but  one  of  a  far  higher  order,  affecting 
deeply  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  a  mighty 
people,  and  the  multitudes  of  exiles  who  will  seek 
our  land  as  an  asylum  from  an  iron  oppression, 
that  has  risen  and  strengthened  under  the  feudal 
subjection  of  a  thousand  years.  I  look,  too,  to  this 
measure  as  only  the  programme  to  some  system 
which  must  necessarily,  in  the  end,  take  the  anta- 
gonist potition  to  the  proposition  heretofore  made, 
to  distribute  among  the  respective  States  the  pro- 
ceeds  of  the  public  lands.  Both  projects  to  which 
I  refer  must  mainly  stand  or  fall  upon  hi  same 
great  principles.  Thi?,  ir  is  true,  js  not  complete 
in  the  final  disposition  of  (he  public  land,  and  does 
not  postpone  those  vexed  questions  which  must  an- 
nually arise  here,  but  it  is  at  least  a  pioneer 
to  some  equitable  system,  which  will  most  sure- 
ly, in  the  great  movement  of  things,  come 
sooner  or  later.  That  other  system  to  which 
I  allude,  should  be  framed  with  a  careful  re- 
gard to  the  various  interests  involved,  and  if 
practicable,  at  least  posses*  the  merit  of  a  final  ad- 
justment of  the  subject.  The  present  system,  how- 
ever, which  is  proposed,  ought  not  to  alarm  the  fears 
of  those  who  look  specially  to  the  moneyed  con- 
cerns of  the  country  in  connection  with  our  public 
domain;  for  I  do  not  entertain  a  doubt  that  it  will 
rather  add  to  than  diminish  the  revenues  of  the 
Government.  That  which  you  will  receive,  and 
that  which  you  will  save  in  the  course  of  fifty 
years,  will  advance  far  beyond  the  paltry  millions 
which  you  can  cast  in?o  the  Treasury,  by  any  nurs- 
ing policy  for  the  benefit  of  the  States  respectively. 
I  refer,  sir,  to  the  qoantity  of  land  you  will  sell, 
and  to  the  accumulation  cf  a  massive  population, 
upon  a  vastly  extended  and  exposed  frontier,  whose 


presence  may  either  overawe  to  peace  the  naiarally 
belligerant  savage,  or  check  his  bold  and  bloody 
incursions.  " 

I  consider  this  measure,  therefore,  not  likely  to 
have  any  unfavorable  financial  effect,  and  as  pre- 
senting the  means  of  promoting  the  progress,  and 
providing  for  the  sarety  of  a  great  nation. 

The  bill  proposes  that  every  white  person  being 
the  h'ad  of  a  family,  and  every  white  nun  over 
the  age  of  eighteen,  or  widow  who  shall  make  a 
settlement  on  any  public  land,  an*  who  shall  inha- 
bit and  improve  them,  and  raise  a  log  cabin  or 
oh ter  dwelling  thereon,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pre- 
emption in  the  purchase  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  at  the  minimum  ptice  of  one  dollar 
and  twenty*  five  cents.  It  was  attempted  to  amend 
thi<  provision,  by  add  ng  the  condition,  that  the  emi- 
grant who  was  worth  more  than  fivehundred dollars 
should  not  be  entided  to  the  right  *of  pre- 
emption. A  regret  was  expressed  on  3  esterday 
that  it  had  failed.  Nothing,  it  seems  to  me, 
could  be  more  unjust  and  invidious  than  such 
a  condition,  and  I  rejoice  that  it  has  failed,  his 
the  enterprise,  the  industry,  and  the  safety  of  the 
emigrant,  without  distinction  of  persons,  which 
you  seek  to  "pro'ect  against  the  unequal  power  of 
the  speculator;  and  whether  he  is  worth  one  dollar 
or  five  thousand,  all  those  considerations  apply 
with  undiminished  force  to  him,  while  he  stands 
there  as  one  more  to  be  added  to  thel;.ving  rampart, 
which  is  thus  formed  for  the  defence  of  the  whole 
country. 

But,  sir,  what  is  the  great  policy  of  this  measure? 
Thi*  being  settled,  for  good  or  for  evil,  determine 
of  course  the  proper  line  of  our  ac'ion.    Is  it  such 
as  we  h^ard  it  denounced  to  be  on  yesterday?   It 
was  then  denominated  a  system  of  "privileges  and 
bounties!" — a  system  by  which  our  magnificent 
domain  would  be  exhausted !    Sir,  what  priviltge, 
and  what  bounty?    The  privilege  of  buying taod 
at  the  minimum  price  at  which  you  have  fixed  it! 
The  piiviUge  and  bounty  of  being  preferred  to  the 
speculator!    That  privilege  and  that  bounty  to  the 
po  >r  and  in?  adventurous,  which  alone  can  mate 
your  public  domain  most  valuable !    The  privilege 
of  entering  a  wilderness  seven  hundred  miles  from 
your  seat  of  Government !     A  privilege,  the  natu- 
ral result,  I  might  say  the  necessity,  of  having  cast 
the  Indians  out  of  our  borders  I    The  privilege  of 
assisting  10  fill  your  Treasury !    This  privilege  yoa 
confer  upon  the  undismayed  adventurer,  who  goes 
forth  from  the  land  of  his  birth,  and  the  home  of 
his  childhood,  from  friends,  and  kindred,  and  who 
p'ants  towns  and  cities  wheie  you  would  have  to 
establish  a  cordon  of  military  posts.    Sir,  let  it  be 
remembered,  these  privileges  and  boon  ties  fall  from 
our  hand  upon  the  laborer,  the  farmer,  and  the 
pioneer,  the  g»eat  producing  classes  of  the  eomma- 
nity,  like  summer  showers  upon  the  parched  earth 
They  are  rare,  but  welcome.     They  are  oar  only 
tender  mcrci.'s  cast  npon  them,  like  "angels'  visrs, 
few  and  far  between  !w    And  shall  the  humble  poor 
k  ok  to  us  in  vain?    Shall  we  turn  them  front  oar 
door  houseless  and  homeless,  and  even  forbid  them 
to  strike  the  axe,  and  rear  their  cabin  in  our  vast  and 
unoccupied  forests?     Has  so  toon  a  "chaogecome 
o'er  the  spirit  of  the  dream?"  "but  yesterday,  and 
they  could  have  stood  against  the  world;  now, none 
so  poor  to  do  them  reverence !"    Sir,  I  confess  it 
struck  me  with  peculiar  force;  it  sounded  strangely 
in  my  ears  to  hear  Jrom  the  other  side  of  taa 
Hou^e— from  the  party  with  whom  we  have  so  re- 
cently contended,  this  bill  which  so  justly  and  fair- 
ly provides  for  the  poor,  the  industrious,  the  enter- 
prising, the  jjreat  producing  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity, denounced  most  bitterly,  as  a  "bill  of  pnvj 
1  ges  and  bounties,  of  rewards  and  punishments. 
I  repeal,  considering  the  scenes  through  which  we 
have  recently  passed,  *nd  the  quarter  from  ***** 
this  came,  I  was  most  profoundly  astonished.    H 
carries  with  it  a  practical  commentary,  which J» 
ingenuity  can  escape,  and  which  requires  no  «o- 
quence  to  illustrate  or  enforce.    Sir,  how  soon  oas 
it  been  forgotten  that  those  very  men  for  whoa 1  we 
are  now  legislating,  belong   to  that  great  agriesl' 
tural  mass  who  pursue  the  only  un protected  own- 
palion  in  our  country?    How  soon  has  it  been  for* 
gotten  that-  they   are   the    voters   and  the  tax- 
payers, from  whose  bands  are  received  all  As 
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power,  and  from  ihe  aweal  of  whose  brows  flow  all 
the  sweets  that  luxurious  wealth  carefully  gaibeis 
op  to  cherish  and  inspire  its  collapsed  excitement, 
to  please  its  taste,  and  gratify  its  pride. 

Bat,  »ir,  what  son  of  privilege  is  that  which  you 
give  to  the  humble  and  unambitious  emigrant  to 
boy  the  littfe  spot  of  earth  upon  which  he  seats 
himsef,  wt  en  compared  with  the  privileges  and 
bounties  wi  ichyou  bestow  upon  more  highly  fa  vot- 
ed objects  g  f  yonr  kindness?  The  contrast  is  strange, 
narked  and  peculiarly  distinguishing !    The  histo- 
ry of  this  coaotry  shows  that  we  have  just  passed 
through  a  long  succession  of  privileges  and  boun- 
ties to  the  manufacturer,  of  privileges  and  boun- 
ties to  a  great  National  Bank,  and  of  privileges 
aid  bounties  almost  every  where,  except  to  the 
p  w  and  industrious  farmer,  who  asks  yon  to  give 
him  no'hrng  but  protection  against  the  speculator-— 
that  the  cabin  which  he  rears  to  shelter  the  wife  of 
his  bo^om,  and  the  pledges  of  their  love,  may  be  sa- 
cred against  the  world !  For  that  price  yon  have  set 
upon  it,  he  only  demands  of  you  to  let  him  be  the 
ptLrchafer!    The  very  thought,  however,  of  privi- 
lege* and  bounties  to  the  honest  and  industrious 
cultivator  of  the  soil,  rouses  up  resistance  and  pro* 
vokes  denunciation  from  those  who  have  very  late- 
ly professed  to  bold  his  interests  very  carefully  and 
tenderly  in  the  hollow  of  their  hand!  And  bow  long, 
sir,  will  gentlemen  pause-»-or  will  they  pause  at 
all  under  their  keen  sense  of  horror  at  these  privi- 
leges of  the  husbindman,  when  they  shall  come  to 
erect  a  vast  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  with  the 
b'gbest  prerogative.*,  and.  the  largest  privileges,  or 
'Ise  when  they  shall  come  to  call  into  eiisteoce,  as 
the  head  of  a  great  banking  league,  some  rotten, 
disjointed,  prostrate  and  still  sinking  insliiutiop, 
whose  privileges  hare  been  corrupt  and  boundless 
as  her  power  has  been  abused  aod  uncontrolled  It 
Ail  this  will  not  shock  the  lively  sensibilities  of 
gentlemen !    Tnat  banker,  and  that  banking  in- 
stitution   will    with    ease    gather    wealth,   and 
grasp  a  thousand   landed    titles,  and   even   as- 
pire  to    guide  and   majter    the    political  cur- 
rent  of  events,  and    they  are   advocated  upon 
the  high  public  considerations  of  promoting  the  ge- 
neral welfare,  whi't  the  humble  laborer,  utterly  de- 
nounced, seeks  but  a  home,  and,  "remote  and  un- 
friended," pursuing  "the  noiseless  tenor  of  his  way," 
be  form*  one  of  the  millions  on  ihe  strength  of 
whose  arm,  and  the  courage  and  patriotism  of 
whose  heart,  depends  the  safety  ef  the  Republic.  Is 
there  nothing  of  the  public  welfare  that  belongs  to 
the  destiny  of  that  man?    This  one  of  ihe  million? 
And  shall  not  the  voice  of  kindness  be  raised  here 
to  cheer  hie  onward  course,  and  the  hand  of  a  wise 
policy  be  extended  to  protect  his  lonely  habitation? 
But,  sir,  this  prospective  pre-emption,  as  I  have 
stated,  was  also  denounced  as  a  system  of  rewards 
and  punishments,  applied  between  the  Atlantic  and 
the  West.    The  citizen  of   the  neglected  Atlantic 
was  described  as  being  left  to  pursue  his  obscure 
path  unknown,  and  unregarded  by  the  Govern- 
ment, while  the  man  of  the  far  West  rioted  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  wild  game  of  the  prairies,  and  had 
superadded  to  his  pleasures  the  highest  legislative 
rewards.    The  great  landed  domain  has  been  held 
up  as  thai  pitrimony  of  the  old  Slates  of  which 
they  have  been  gradually  stripped  by  a  similar  le» 
gisialion,  and  of  which  we  seemed  now  to  be  in  the 
attitude  of  ultimately  depriving  them,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  a  more  favored  region.     The  hamlets,  the 
towns,  the  cities,  the  vast  spreading  population  of 
the  West,  has  been  grouped  in  graphic  pictures  to 
impress  more  strikingly  upon  our  minds  how  we 
have-  built  them  by  our  legislation,  and  fostered 
them     by    our   patronage.      These    have    been 
called    the  rewards  to   the  Wcs*.     In   contrast 
with    this,   and  over   which  the   sensitive   and 
sjBpsuhizing     can    scarcely     refrain     a     tear, 
ww    have    the    neglected    condition   of  the   At- 
lantic 8  atea  painted  with  a  fervid  pencil  and  a 
filial  hand.  Their  old  fields  covered  with  the  growth 
of  the  pine,  their  village*  decayed,  their  houses  de- 
serted, and  their  citizens  gone.  Who,  sir,  but  would 
naoocn  over  desolation  like  this?  would  weep  to 
witness  the  infliction  of  such  a  punishment?    There 
is  nothing,  perhaps,  which  more  powerfully  appeals 
to  the  sympathy  of  the  human  heart  than  the  nar- 
tntirs)  of  the  misfortunes  of  those  who  have  passed 


from  the  highest  tide  of  prosperity  to  obsure  want. 
Bui  ihai  the  impression  may  sink  deep  and  lasting- 
ly, the  picture  must  be  just?  A  mistake  in  this  is 
fatal.  It  will  chill  jour  charily,  aad  dry  your 
tears.  How,  then,  doev  this  work  of  the  imagina- 
tion contrast  with  all  that  meets  your  eye  through-* 
out  the  broad  Northern  Atlantic  Slates?  They 
have  advanced  in  their  population,  augmented  their 
commerce,  improved  and  increased  their  agricul- 
ture, adorned  and  ex'ended  their  cities,  founded 
new  feats  of  learning,  revived  those  whose  decaying 
1  ghts  were  going  out,  and  added  with  a  most  unexam- 
pled rapidity  to  the  private  wealth  of  individuals, 
the  progre&s  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  the  building 
of  roads,  the  openiag  of  canals,  and  the  laying  of 
railways,  until  they  have  extinguished  space,  and 
almost  condensed  their  cities  to  a  unit.  In  all  this 
the  broad  hand  of  prosperity  has  made  its  deep 
and  indelible  impress.  This  forms  a  small  part  of 
the  punishments  indicted  upon  the  Atlantic  Slates  by 
the  disposition  of  the  public  lands. 

But,  Mr,  President,  let  us  inquire,  for  a  moment, 
into  this  system  of  rewards  and  punishments, 
which  has  excited  so much  denunciation.  I  do  not 
mean  to  utter  any  thing  unkind,  or  invidious,  or  in 
the  spirit  of  complain*,  but  in  the  right  of  rejoinder. 
I  may  be  permitted  to  con'rast  the  act:on  of  this 
Government  in  regard  to  the  two  grand  divisions  of 
the  country — the  Atlantic,  oa  the  oae  side,  and  ihe 
interior  on  the  other.  I  think  it  requires  no  great 
mental  effort  to  perceive  that  there  is  sound  philo- 
sophy in  the  parallel,  that  this  division  in  the  Re- 
public of  two  great  sections  has  a  necessary  exist- 
ence in  their  natural  position.  It  is  the  history  of 
all  governments,  and  wherever  they  have  had  du- 
rability  it  has  been  by  the  action  and  reaction  of 
balances  es'abluhed  hy  natural  causes,  and  pre- 
served by  a  skillful  administrative  policy.  In  the 
West  we  have  lands.  We  therefore  want  men; 
and  men  and  lands  constitute  the  greatness  of  our 
position,  and  from  which,  as  a  resource,  we  may 
build  up  a  flourishing  country.  In  the  progress  of 
industry  this  is  a  necessary  consequence.  It  is  not 
more  natural  in  us,  therefore,  to  ask  you  to  do  that 
in  regard  to  the  public  lands  which  will  benefit  and 
protect  the  laboring  settler,  than  it  is  wise  in  you 
to  grant  the  demand,  because  il  will,  in  the  end, 
promote  a  common  prosperity.  Such,  sir,  is  the 
true  "head  and  front"  of  the  whole  system  of  re- 
wards to  the  West!  But  not  merely  to  balance 
this  for  the  past,  the  present,  and  through  all  future 
time,  has  it  never  occurred  to  you  that  for  all  the 
purposes  of  taxation  and  expenditure,  ours  is  a 
Northern  Atlantic  Government,  and  those  States 
are,  have  been,  and  most  probably  will  con- 
tinue to  be,  the  great  recipients  of  the  mass 
of  the  public  expenditures.  The  difference 
between  us  is  that  we  of  the  interior  ate  tax- 
payers, but  not  receivers  of  the  great  boJy  of  the 
appropriation0.  In  the  Atlantic  they  are  tax*pay- 
ers  and  receivers  too,  and  their  industry  is  actually 
stimulated  by  that  which  they  consume,  because  the 
premium  at  which  they  are  permitted  to  do  it  is 
returned  into  their  hands,  either  for  the  products  of 
their  soif,  or  their  skill  in  manufactures.  Thus  the 
system  of  punishments,  proceeds.  It  is  in  the  At- 
lantic States  that  you  have  erected  your 
most  costly  palaces  and  public  works  ;  your 
custom-house?,  and  light-houses;  and,  added 
to  all  these,  you  have  improved  their  harbors.  I 
repeat,  sir,  I  do  not  speak  in  ihe  spirit  of  dissatis- 
faction,  but  of  justice.  Our  brethren  of  the  North- 
ern Atlantic  do  but  enjoy  their  position,  perhaps 
with  no  greater  tendency  to  the  monopoly  of  all 
the  moneyed  favors  of  the  Government  than  is  na- 
tural to  man  where  his  s4gh'est  caprice  has  been 
respected,  and  all  his  wishes  indulged.  These  men 
for  whom  we  ask  your  protection  against  the  spe* 
culator,  are  both  tax-pay  era  and  land-buy en  at 
your  own  price — and  for  ail  this  we  inflict  a  punish- 
ment upon  the  old  States,  by  building  our  ships 
there  when  they  might  be  constructed  on  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Mississippi.  We  purchase  there  almost 
all  our  naval  and  military  stores,  when  they  might 
be  obtained  in  the  West.  In  the  manufacture  of 
fire  arms,  and  all  the  munitions  of  war,  Tennessee 
and  Missouri  can  offer  facilities  not  to  be  excelled 
in  any  part  of  the  world;  but  in  the  harshness  of 
our  severity,  we  punish  our  friends  and  fellow-citi- 


zens of  the  Atlantic,  by  the  manufacture  of  these 
articles  within  their  borders,  that  their  raw  mate- 
rial may  be  used  instead  of  ours,  their  skill  em* 
ployed,  and  their  provisions  consumed.  We  have 
punished  th*m  by  giving  to  the  deaf' and /dumb 
asylum  of  Connecticut  a  township  of  land— and  of 
the  millions  appropriated  for  the  support  of  our 
Government,  mere  than  five-sixths  are  expended 
in  the  Northern  Atlantic  Salts.  Above  all,  we 
punish  them  by  expending  every  surplus  dollar  we 
make  in  their  ports.  No  mater  how  it  comes, 
whether  from  the  teil  of  the  miner  or  the  plough" 
man,  the  hardy  trapper  or  the  trader  of  Santa  Fe, 
the  wealthy  merchant  and  the  manufacturer  of  the 
•  North  gather  within  the  year  the  hard  earnings  of 
of  the  whole  West.  But,  sir,  I  ought  to  add  that 
other,  and  that  last  punishment  which  we  inflict 
upon  them,  and  from  which,  like  the  rewords  they  be* 
state  en  us,  we  ail  derive  a  comrnm  benefit.  We 
punish  them  by  seeking  to  improve  that  proud  and 
glorious  navy  which  protects  them  in  war,  and 
enriches  them  in  peace. 

This  is  a  hasty  review  of  ths  punishments  inflic  • 
ed  up  n  the  Northern  Atlantic,  peculiarly;  and  it 
must  be  admitted  they  are  at  least  gentle  and  ten- 
der. In  return,  sir,  though  you  may  call  them  by 
the  name  of  rewards,  give  to  us  similar  punish- 
ment*:— so  gentle,  so  kind,  s>  modest,  so  tender! 
That  is,  sir,  let  us  have  the  advantages  of  our  po- 
sition—of land  and  men— as  you  have  the  advan- 
tages of  your  position;  and  do  not  seek  to  become 
a  great  land  merchant,  holding  up  your  merchan- 
dise for  higher  prices,  or  fretting  over  the  appre- 
hension of  the  loss  of  a  r\w  cent*.  It  is  not  de- 
manded by  your  obligations— it  is  onsuited  to  tbe 
greatness  of  your  policy. 

Let  us  hear  no  more,  then,  of  "privileges  and 
bounties,"  of  "rewards  and  punishments,"  or  of 
the  obscurity  of  the  man  of  the  Atlantic,  while  that 
gilded  coach  parades  yonder  city,  and  that  humble 
laborer  delves  in  the  soil  of  the  far  West,  and  while 
that  banker  has  been,  or  is  to  be,  made  yet  mote 
than  a  mil'ionnire,  with  potent  privileges,  that 
princes  might  envy,  while  that  lonely  emigrant  asks 
leave  to  pay,  from  ihe  labor  of  his  hands,  the  priee 
you  have  fixed  upon  the  little  spot  of  earth  where 
he  has  reared  his  log  cabin,  and  placed  in  it,  as  its 
queen,  tbe  wife  of  his  bosom,  the  partner  of  his 
peii'sandhis  toils. 

In  one  word,  bestow  upon  the  men  of  the  West 
who  shall  go  there,  those  Uind,  those  gentle,  and 
those  tender  punishments  which  we  bestow  upon 
tbe  Northern  Atlantic.  Give  us,  I  repeat,  tbe  ad- 
vantages of  our  position,  as  we  give  to  you  tbe  ad- 
vantage of  yours,  and  do  it  not  grudgingly. 

Mr.  President,  I  now  turn  to  what  was  done  for 
the  French  settlers  and  Polish  exiles,  as  adverted 
to  in  the  course  of  this  debate.  I  had  the  laws  be- 
fore me  at  the  moment  they  were  referred  to,  but 
I  confess  my  mind  took  a  very  different  directum 
from  what  appeared  to  be  to  be  the  opinion  on  the 
other  side  of  this  House.  From  the  legal  argument 
which  was  made  by  one  gentleman,  I  had  at  fir*t 
ioferred  that  we  would  have  received  some  addi- 
tional a*d  in  the  support  of  this  question.  But, 
sir,  I  little  expected  that  the  charity  which  induced 
Senators  to  vo'e  a  township  of  land,  at  the  mini- 
mum price,  and  a  credit  of  tea  years  to  the  unfor- 
tunate Polish  exiles,  would  so  soon  have  given  way 
when  a  less  gracious  deed  was  to  be  done  to  our 
own  citizftos,  mingled  it  might  be  with  ihe  few  who 
who  should  seek  to  escape  from  the  oppressions  of 
foreign  despotism.  In  that  very  vote,  which  I  now 
have  before  me,  are  the  names  of  many  Senatots 
who  are  now  honored  by  seals  upon  this  floor,  and 
gave  to  that  measure  their  sane  ion.  Id)  not,  sir, 
mean  to  fiod  fault  with  thu  privilege  end  bounty  set,  % 
nor  with  iheptmijAmmf  it  must  have  inflicted  upon 
the  Atlantic,  if  the  position  be  true,  as  taken  in 
this  debate,  that  th%%  bill  is  one  of  punishments  to 
the  Atlantic  Suites!  That  at  required  no  declara- 
tion of  their  intension  to  become  ci  izens,  nor  have 
your  land  laws  ever  required  such  a  proceeding  on 
th?  part  of  the  purcha?erc,of  whatever  country,  they 
might  be.  Either  the  charity  to  those  exiles  wa<  wrong 
then,  or  less  chirity  to  our  own  citizens,tind'tofore'ga- 
ers  generally,  the  men  of  log  cabins,  is  right  now ! 
There  is  no  escape  from  this  conclusion!  As  far 
as  the  question  of  any  declaration  of  citizenship  is 
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involved,  the  policy  of  our  law,  as  well  as  that 
more  recent  act  of  this  august  body,  was  doubt'ess 
founded  upon  the  very  rational  presumption  that 
foreigners  who  peek  an  asylum  in  our  country 
would  come  as  the  natural  enemies  of  tyranny.  I 
am  not  unmindful  of  what  I  tay.  The  principle 
which  embraces  the  one  completely  covers  the  other. 
It  is  in  vain  to  refer  to  poor,  unhappy,  dismember- 
ed, prostrate,  and  ruined  Poland,  reut  asunder  and 
trampled  in  the  dust  by  the  Autocrat  of  Rustia,  aa 
sending  forth  upon  us  higher  claim*,  in  the  persons 
of  her  exiles,  than  other  emigrants  from  every  op. 
preaVive  despotism  of  Europe.  Nor  do  I  agree  with 
the  suggeition  made,  that  emigrant  foreigners,  who 
And  here  onr  outstretched  arms  secretly  retain  their 
early  prejudices  in  favor  ef  kings  and  princes. 
This  might  apply  to  the  titled  exile,  but  not  to  that 
laborer  who  fled  40  us  for  the  protection  of  our 
laws,  and  the  enjoyment  of  our  liberties.  He  has 
no  sympathy  with  power.  The  iron  of  resistance 
and  of  hatred  has  entered  deep  into  his  heart  against 
the  titular  nobleman  before  whom  he  was  com* 
pelted  to  bow,  and  against  that  king  who  had  ruled 
him  with  a  despoil  rod.  From  th«  moment  that 
he  set' his  foot  upon  your  shores,  and  beheld  that 
glorious  banner  that  waves  above  the  dome  of  this 
Capitol,  his  allegiance  to  the  land  of  his  adoption 
entered  into  his  heart,  as  a  fixed  principle,  faithfully 
and  forever;  and  wh«n  he  fells  the  first  tree  of  the 
far  West,  and  treads  upon  the  soil  he  can  proudly 
call  his  own,  an  invading  foe  could  only  strike 
down  the  standard  of  liberty  by  passing  over  his 
dead  01  dying  body. 

Sir,  why  should  not  snch  men  as  those,  as  they 
have  for  more  than  forty  years,  mingle  in  the  pur- 
chase of  your  lands;  and  if  we  could  vote  a  town- 
ship of  land  to  the  exiles  of  Poland,  at  a  credit  of 
ten  years,  and  the  lowest  price,  why  not  let  our 
own  countrymen  enter  the  land  for  prompt  pay- 
ment? Why,  too,  sir,  should  we  for  the  first  time 
introduce  odious  exceptions  in  leference  to  aliens-, 
never  resorted  to  in  all  onr  legislation  upon  this 
subject?  Sir,  the  poor  of  every  land  are  the  same. 
They  are  the  lovers  of  liberty  wherever  you  find 
them,  because  they  have  been  made  to  taste  the 
bi  ter  cup  of  degradation  You  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  such  men!  Such  were  the  sires  of 
that  population  which  filled  our  victorious  armies 
in  the  Revolutionary  struggle.  But,  sir,  we  voted 
to  the  French  settlers  four  townships  of  land,  at  a 
credit  of  fourteen  years,  for  the  minimum  price, 
without  exacting  any  condition  of  naturalization. 
The  possession  and  occupancy  of  land  seems  to 
imply  in  our  legislation  that  this  act  will  follow  as 
a  matter  of  choice  on  the  part  of  the  inJividoa'. 
Any  interposition  at  this  day  is  obviously  unne- 
cessary, when  no  inconvenience  has  ever  arisen 
from  the  present  state  of  our  laws. 

The  importance  which  has  been  given  to  this 
part  of  the  subject,  has  induced  me  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  to  the  rpecial  legislation  which  - 
we  have  made  in  those  cases,  without  deeming  it 
necessary  to  al  er  onr  general  rules,  in  the  slightest 
particular.  Sir,  I  am  fully  sensible  of  what  may 
be  said  for  Poland,  the  country  of  Kosciusko  and 
of  Pulaski — a  country  which  seemed  destined,  at 
one  period  of  her  history,  to  take  the  lead  of  all  the 
continent  of  Europe  in  the  march  of  the  right  of 
suffrage,  and  the  equality  of  liberty,  when  her  three 
hundred  thousand  men  were  a?s«mbled  on  the 
plains  of  Warsaw,  and  the  negative  of  a  single  in- 
dividual would  have  decided  the  power  of  her  ruler. 
I  never  can  forget  she  has  a  hero  whose  bones 
sleep  in  this  land,  consecrated  by  his  blood;  and, 
sir,  1  should,  if  1  had  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  upon 
this. floor  then,  received  the  pensbiag  exiles  from 
her  ruin  with  a  generous  heart  and  an  open  hand. 
But,  sir,  to  what  despo'ism  in  Europe  can  you  not 
0  turn  and  behold  like  oppressions,  and  when  the 
victim  who  has  long  writhed  beneath  the  tyrant's 
grasp  escapes  to  this  happy  land,  will  yon  begin  now 
for  the  first  time,  to  doubt  his  sincerity,  and  to  place 
him  under  hitherto  unknown  exception*? 

8ir,  for  one,  in  the  sense  in  which  all  our  institu- 
tions have  been  a  proclamation  to  the  world,  and 
in  conformity  with  your  long  established  policy,  if 
the  silence  of  the  law  in  relation  to  aliens  be  a  like 
proclamation,  let  them  come  and  mingle  with  our  I 
people,  and  partake  of  the  joys  and  the  blessings  of  I 


liberty.  The  only  impress  of  despot{sm  they  will 
bring  with  them,  will  be  that  hatred  of  it  which  has 
been  indelibly  stamped  upon  their  hearts.  It  is 
now  too  late,  with  onr  success  and  our  experience, 
and  the  past  sanctions  of  our  law,  to  enter  upon 
the  first  act  of  proscription  of  the  foreign  emi- 
grant. 

Mr.  President,  I  regretted  exceedingly  to  hear  it 
intimated  upon  this  floor,  by  some  of  those  who  be- 
long to  the  recently  triumphant  party,  that  the  set- 
tlers upon  the  public  lands  ought  to  be  removed  by 
force.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  in  some  sense  they  are 
trespassers,  but  without  disturbing  the  public  peace. 
By  the  very  act  of  occupancy  which  has  been  here 
denounced,  they  add  to  the  value  of  our  national 
domain.  If  the  design  of  surrh  settlement  was  to 
prepare  the  way  for  asking  the  land  as  a  gift,  there 
would  be  some  plausibility  for  the  denunciation. 
But  th«  first  wuh  and  the  highest  expectation  of  the 
settler  is  to  become  the  purchaser.  It  is  in  the  very 
philosophy  of  things,  in  a  country  like  ours,  whose 
free  institutions  awaken  and  bear  up  the  spirit  of 
aspiration  from  the  humble  hut,  as  well  as  the 
lofty  palace,  that  the  poor  man,  surrounded 
by  his  wife  and  his  children,  and  animated 
by  a  holy  love  of  those  endeared  objects,  with 
a  pure  conscience  and  a  resolved  purpose; 
relying  upon  bis  own  unassisted  arm,  »hould  go 
forth  to  the  wilds  of  the  far  West  to  improve 
his  fortunes,  and  confirm  his  personal  independ- 
ence. Hs  meets,  there,  men  like  himself,  who  have 
entered  upon  that  new  experiment  with  the  same 
ardent  hopes  and  lively  expectations.  A  common 
lot,  and  common  sufferings,  band  these  settlers  to- 
gether, and  they  love  each  other  next  to  those  whom 
God  hath  specially  committed  to  their  charge! 
Such,  sir,  are  the  men  whom  it  is  proposed  to  drive 
frtm  their  homes!  Whence,  sir,  and  whither, 
would  you  march  an  army?  What  part  of  the 
broad  territory  of  the  West  would  it  traverse  in  or- 
der to  reach  th«  point  of  attack?  I  tell  you  public 
opinion  would  drive  back  your  cohorts,  and,  the 
man  who  should  attempt  such  a  measure  is  not  so 
high  but  that  same  public  opinion  would  drag  htm 
to  the  dust  with  scorn  and  indignation !  My 
friend  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Linn]  was  right— the 
deed  can  never  be  done  ! 

Mr.  President,  there  was  another  view  ef  this 
subject  taken  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  with 
which  I  do  not  concur.  It  has  been  said  that  there 
was  00  dancer  to  be  apprehended  on  onr  extended 
Western  frontier.  The  twenty-six  thousand  In- 
dian warriors  whom  our  policy  has  a*semblvd 
there,  it  has  been  said,  are  perfectly  harmless,  and 
that,  instead  of  directing  their  arms  against  us,  they 
will  sweep  California  This  has  been  said  in  an- 
swer to  the  argument  that  this  bill  should  pass  in 
order  to  induce  emigration  to  our  most  remote  bor- 
ders. I  confess,  sir,  in  this  aspect  of  the  subject  I 
look  upon  it  as  presenting  some  of  the  most  imposing 
questions  which  can  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
American  statesman.  If  we  attempt  to  consider  it 
as  a  subject  of  finance  only,  we  carry  it  far  below 
the  standard  to  which  it  advances  in  the  great  scale 
of  our  interest*.  It  is  almost,  sir,  next  in  magni- 
tude to  the  question  of  peace  or  war.  I  look  upon 
its  failure,  if  it  is  to  be  followed  by  the  prevention 
of  settlements  on  the  public  lands,  as  pregnant  with 
vast  and  unknown  mischiefs,  and  i's  success  as 
certainly  to  be  the  ultimate  means  of  procuring 
safety  and  protection  to  a  long  line  of  inland  and 
nn defended  frontier,  which  cannot,  in  any  other 
way,  be  secured  against  the  invasion  of  the  sa- 
vage. If,  however,  the  love  of  money  must  pre 
vail,  I  entreat  gentlemen  to  look  through  the  rapid 
and  protracted  march  of  events  it  will  produce,  and 
when  they  have  subjected  the  measure  to  the  test  of 
practical  scrutiny,  it  will  be  found  to  be  the  most 
profitable  scheme  for  the  sale  of  the  poblic  lands 
mat  has  ever  yet  been  devised.  When  they  calcu- 
late the  difference  between  the  interest  on  th« 
amount  ef  moneys  which  would  be  received  under 
the  old  system,  at  particular  periods,  extending  for 
more  than  fifty  years,  and  that  snm  which  would  be 
realized  by  prompt  and  rapid  sales  under  this  law, 
I  think  it  muvt  be  seen  there  would  be  Httle  reason 
in  a  financial  aspect  to  resist  its  passege. 

But  as  a  measure  of  policy,  by  which  settlements 
will  be  invited  to  your  most  remote  borders,  along 


which  yon  shall  form  a  living  and  massive  rampart 
of  bold  and  hardy  men,  its  importance  can  only  be 
estimated  by  a  review  of  the  actual  condition  of 
our  frontier,  the  relations  between  us  and  the  ana- 
dred  Indian  tribes  who  hover  like  a  storm  upon  oar 
Western  horizon,  and  the  great  in'erests  of  the  civi- 
lized world,  which  in  the  adjustment  of  its  battaoti 
may  finally  precipitate  upon  us  the  mightiest  pover 
of  the  earth.  Toe  proposition  is  startling  and  im- 
posing, but  not  mote  startling  than  true. 

Sir,  how  is  it  that  we  can  assume  the  fast  that 
the  Indian  tribes  are  harmless?  The  history  of  otr 
country,  passing  from  its  first  settlement  throogji  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  second  war  of  inde- 
pendence, is  replete  with  oontradictary  evidence  to 
any  such  supposition.  Peace!  Peace!  Security 
with  the  Indian !  It  is  but  a  dream  1  He  bat  r. 
poses  fur  a  season  in  the  enjoyment  of  your  favon 
until  that  day  shall  arrive  when  he  flushes  vita  the 
hope  of  blood  and  revenge.  The  recollection  of 
the  injuries  you  have  inflicted — the  lands  yot  am 
taken— the  wounded  pride  you  have  humbled,  the 
very  tribute  under  whieh  yon  have  placed  him, 
keeps  the  fire  of  hatred  noquenched,  and  fiercely 
burning  in  bis  bosom !  He  will  receive  your  gifts, 
extend  his  hand  for  your  annuities,  but  instead  of 
turning  his  face  upon  the  bleak  passes  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  descending  upon  the  coast  of  Cali- 
fornia, he  will  patiently  await  the  period,  vest 
events,  gnided  by  the  potent  hand  of  his  old  ally, 
sbaH  call  him  to  the  war-path  and  the  batik)  field. 
He  will  then  remember,  not  yoar  Donatio,  bit 
your  triumphs,  and  he  will  prepare,  in  a  more  for- 
midable shape  than  at  any  former  period,  for  at*, 
iog  his  kindred  tribes  in  one  solid  league  animt 
your  frontier  brethren,  The  annuities  whim  yoo 
so  bountifully  bestow  upon  them  exert  but  a  friend- 
ly influence,  where  no  other  more  powerful  afeaey 
is  brought  to  act  upon  their  councils.  Their  civi- 
lization too,  in  which  some  of  them,  at  least,  am 
rapidly  advancing,  is  but  the  instrument  of  remov- 
ing the  barriers  between  yon  and  them  ia  yoar 
more  social  relations,  but  cannot  at  its  present 
stage  have  any  influence  upon  a  question  of  war, 
which  is  the  na'ural  clement  of  the  Indian.  Hh 
daily  pursuits  of  the  wild  game  of  the  forest  or  me 
prairie,  is  but  the  inspiring  mimicry  of  war,  and  a? 
in  the  midst  of  peace,  the  habit  (the  controlling  power 
of  man  after  all)  is  kept  fresh,  inspired  and  vigo- 
rous. We  have,  sir,  an  illustration  of  what  I  my 
in  one  of  the  most  memorable  and  graphic  iae* 
dents  of  Indian  history.     At  the 


of  onr  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  we  were  ply- 
ing to  the  Indian  tribes  ample  annuities.  The 
Creek,  the  most  powerful  of  his  kindred,  saared 
largely  of  our  bounty,  but  it  had  no  repre* 
in*  effect  upon  his  hostile  spirit.  That  intre- 
pid man,  whom  )oo,  Mr.  President,  met  11 
that  battle  field  which  has  given  immortal 
honor  to  ths  living  and  the  dead,  joined  mem 
in  their  national  councils,  and  turned  meir 
love  of  peace  to  the  fierce  spirit  of  war.  It  vis 
not  the  witchery  of  his  eloquence,  but,  sir,  the 
yof  their  passions!    Their  love  of  ear! 


witchery  1  _   r 

Their  hatred  of  the  border  man !  He  west  for* 
as  the  ally  and  the  agent  of  a  great  power,  aid 
some  kindred  spirit  of  bis  will  ba  found  to  ad  nw 
same  part,  with  the  consolidated  Indian  tribes,  m 
the  future  drama  of  the  frontier,  whenever  saf- 
ciently  active  and  skilful  appliances  are  bfonjkt 
home  to  their  prejudices,  their  habits,  and  fc* 
passions. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  consider  the  questioa  of 
danger  upon  our  extended  Western  frontier,  was* 
has  been  treated  as  utterly  illusory,  as  havimjfcj 
origin  in  the  present  progress  of  taternaiioaal 
events  which  no  skill  can  avoid,  and  no  hamm 
arm  can  stay.  I  refer,  sir,  to  the  relations  bete** 
ourselves  and  Great  Britain.  I  refer  to  her  in** 
rests,  the  position  she  occupies  in  the  aftairi  of 
mankind,  and  the  power  whieh  sooner  or  later  aha 
will  be  called  on  to  exert.. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood.  I  eommi 
most  fully  in  the  opinions  expressed  by  my  nw 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Limst j  in  the  debate  of  ft* 
morning,  upon  another  subject,  in  which  he  advert' 
ed  to  the  action  of  that  Government  towaim  *• 
He  expressed  his  opinion  that,  far  the  preset*,  sbf 
had  no  designs  of  a  hostile  character;  bat  white* J 
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wis  apparent,  she  was  not  the  less  earnestly  engaged 
in  poshing  her  settlements  to  every  point  of  oar  paci- 
fic territory,  from  the  waters  of  the  Oregon  to  Cali- 
fornia; and  for  the  peculiar  purposes  of  her  far 
trade,  and  other  ulterior  objects,  not  yet  developed, 
she  had  extended  her  laws  to  every  portion  of  the 
West,  even  where  we  held  the  right  of  eminent  do- 
main, within  the  Indian  possessions. 

Sir,  there  is  no  movement  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  oorstlves  which  is  not  maiktd 
by  a  wise  and  carefal  looking  forward  to  the  fu- 
ture; and  no  man  can  have  given  a  profound  at- 
tention to  her  history,  without  perceiving  that  her 
position  is  intrinsically  difficult  and  great.    For  the 
present,  she  prefers,  our  friendship,  and  needs  the 
moral  countenance  of  every  disinterested  people  of 
Christendom.    It  is  entirely  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  her  able  statesmen  understand  her  complicated 
relations,  and  the  intricate  line  of  action  she  has  to 
pursue  in  the  present  pressing  and  maturing  affairs 
of  the  world;  and  nothing  short  of  a  stupid  diplo- 
matic blander,  joined  to  bad  temper,  could  po&ibly 
involve  ms  now  in  a  war,  when  it  is  the  obvious  in- 
terest and  the  desire  of  both  to  maintain  peace.    I 
do  not  mean  by  this  that  Great  Britain  is  anxious 
to  expedi'e  the  adjustment-  of  our  differences;  but 
the  questions  which  present  themselves  on  the  sur- 
face  of  oar  intercourse,   are  not    thove   upon 
which  she  is  disposed,  at  present,  to    take   on 
any   very  high    excitement     It  is    most   pro- 
bable she  would  prefer  to  leave   them  open  to 
the  accession  of  other   causes,   until    the   time 
and  the  occasion  shall  be  ripe    for  her  to   as- 
sume a  very  different  attitude.    Without  intending 
to  trace  -the  motives  of  her  future  action,  it  is  plain 
thai,  aithough  we  may  have  peace  with  her  for  ten, 
or  perchance  fifteen  years,  which,  however,  I  think, 
protracts  the  supposition  beyond  the  probability,  we 
may  confidently  expect  that  our  commerce  and  na- 
vigation will  interpose  such  rival  interest*  to  her 
prog  re  S3  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  which  is 
made  accessible  to  our  ioterprise,  that  she  will  then 
be  ready  to  invent  the  ways  and  means  to  hasten 
the  conflict.     At  present  she  is  occupied    with 
watching  a  nearer  aid  more  formidable  power— a 
power  made  so  by  herself,  in  the  height  of  her  pre* 
jodftce,  and  the  violence  of  her  passion.    The  mo- 
ment she  stnt  k  the  falchion  from  the  hand  of  the 
Gaehe  Cesser,  and  plucked  from  his  brow  the  iron 
crown  of  Lombardy,  she  felt  and  perceived  her  er- 
ror, and  hastened  to  adjust  herself  to  the  move- 
ments of  that  other  rival  dominion,  which  rose  un- 
matched, as  that  ascendant  genius  sank  beneath 
the  horizon.    It  is  now  more  than  twenty  years 
since  thai  remarkable  event,  and  the  Autocrat  of 
Russia,  pursuing  the  una  vowed  end  of  a  profound 
policy,  and  with  signal  success  passing  onward 
from  bis  frozen  region  to  the  Bast  and  the  South, 
has  transferred  the  question  of  the  balance   of 
power  from  the  old  seat  of  its  adjustment  in  Eu- 
rope,  to  Asia  and  Africa.    In  this  grand  drama, 
England  is  cast  as  an  actor  having  the  deepest 
stake  and  greatest  agency,  and  she  is  preparing  to 
play  her  part  with  an  energy  that  never  tires,  and 
a  wisdom  that  never  forsakes  her.    Of  her  final 
triumph  in  any  great  struggle  like  this  with  Euro- 
pean nations,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt;  and  if, 
in  the  progress  of  events,  it  shall  become  necessary, 
she  will  dictate  the  terms  of  peace  'in  the  plains  of 
Aautiotia,  and  with  one  foot  planted  in  Egypt,  and 
the  other  in  China,  flushed  with  conquest,  and  pos- 
sessing an  empire  upon  which  the  sun  in  bis  wide 
career  never  sets,  she  will  present  herself  in  the  full 
panoply  of  war,  not  only  as  she  now  is,  the  most 
formidable  power  of  the  world— but  onr  most  for- 
naidftble  rival  of  the  world.    It  is  in  that  attitude  of 
things  that  I  contemplate  the  rival  destinies  between 
Bagtand  and  ourselves!    It  is  a  conflict  that  is  fixed 
and  inevitable,  unless  the  spirit  of  justice  and  for- 
5,  and  of  kindred  feeling,  which,  Heaven 
I,  shall  prevail  in  the  mutual  councils  of  these 
nations.    And,  Mr.  President,  humble  and  incon- 
siderable as  this  measure  may  be  in  contrast  with 
awneli  mighty  events,  it  can  be  made  to  form  a  great 
stand  leading  link  in  the  defence  which  you  wll 
be   called  \on    to   make  in   that  great  contest ! 
'W'bar,    in   that  event,  is  to    prevent  England 
■iiaiaiim  from  Asia  to  the  Pacific  ccast,  and  crossing 
tlnw  Rocky  mountains  to  precipitate  an  allied  army 


of  disciplined  veterans,  ^nd  enraged  Indians  upon 
yoor  Western  borders.  Sir,  it  is  no  impracticable 
undertaking  to  a  power  possessing  the  position  and 
the  means  of  Great  Britain.  The  resources  to  sup- 
ply an  army  in  the  country  to  be  penetrated,  are  in- 
exhaustible. That  movement  would  be  met  by  a 
correspondent  line  of  action  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Fnr  Companies,  in  order  to  bring  into  re- 
quisition, every  Indian  warrior  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi. Let  us  not  forget  that  Great  Britain  has 
already  her  standard  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Oregon,  as  if  the  spirit  of  prophecy  was  upon  her! 
And  shall  we  hesitate  upon  a  line  of  policy  to 
which  we  are  bound,  as  well  from  the  danger  that 
has  sprung  from  our  own  hand,  as  by  those  which 
must  follow  from  the  natural  course  of  events? 
Shall  we  hesitate  upon  a  line  of  policy,  which,  if  it 
prevailed  no  where  els*,  we  are  solemnly  bound  to 
establish  upon  that  Western  frontier!  The  Indians 
are  in  a  concentrated  body  there,  by  our  act,  and 
England  occupies  the  Oregon  by  oar  connivance!  - 
Such,  sir,  is  the  answer  I  have  to  make  to  those 
who  think  there  is  no  danger  upon  onr  Western 
frontier,  and  such  are  the  views  I  entertain  in  re- 
gard to  this  question,  and  whether  considered  as 
affecting  the  private  happiness  of  individuals,  or 
the  public  prosperity  of  the  country,  it  teems  to 
me  a  wise  forecast  demands  of  us  the  passage  of 
this  measure.  The  time  will  come,  I  have  no 
doubt,  when  all  individual  opinion  will  give  way  to 
the  progress  of  events,  and  I  humbly  trust,  that 
our  legislation  will  be  such,  that  those  who  come 
after  cs  will  find  reason  to  rejoice  that  the  policy 
we  now  propose  has  fulfilled  the  just  and  ample 
expectations  of  its  advocates— the  poor  and  the  in- 
dustrious befriended,  and  the  public  prosperity  pro- 
moted. 

The  following  remarks  were  submitted  by  Mr. 
Prentiss  when  'be  above  bill  was  under  conside- 
ration on  Monday,  the  4tb  instant. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  said  he  d.d  not  intend  to  enter 
at  all  into  the  general  policy  of  pre-emption  laws. 
He  deemed  it  altogether  unnecessary  to  do  so,  bf- 
cause  that  question  had  been  discussed  at  length, 
and  very  fully,  on  former  occasion?,  and  every 
member  mu>t  have  made  up  his  mind  decisively 
upon  it.  His  object  was  merely  to  state,  and  bring 
distinctly  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  the  main  par- 
ticulars which  distinguished  thit  bill  from  all  other 
laws  which  had  been  passed  upon  the  subject,  and 
which,  in  his  opinion,  rendered  it  singularly  and 
exceedingly  objectionable. 

It  was  well  known  that  he  had  not  looked  upon 
pre-emption  laws  with  mnch  favor;  that  he  had 
been  opposed  to  the  whole  system,  and  had  uni- 
formly voted  against  every  bill  of  the  kind,  believ- 
ing, as  h«  did,  that  the  system  was  wrong  in  prin- 
ciple, unsound  in  policy,  and  incompatible  with  the 
public  interest,  as  well  as  with  every  considera- 
tion of  justice.  Bat  if  h&  had  entertained  a  differ- 
ent opinion,  aid  had  given  his  assent  to  the  laws 
*which  had  been  previously  parsed,  be  could  not  be 
prevailed  upon  toyield  his  support  to  a  mea- 
sure of  so  extraordinary  a  character  as  the  present 
one. 

The  first  and  most  essential  particular  (said  Mr. 
P.)  which  distinguished  this  bill  from  all  former 
laws  was,  that  it  was  prospective  and  permanent, 
holding  out  an  invitation  to  persons  from  all  quar- 
ters of  ine  world  to  settle  upon  the  public  lands, 
and  <o  endure'for  all  time  to  come.  The  laws  here- 
tofore enacted  had  been  entirely  retrospective  in 
their  operation,  confined  to  cases  of  past  settlement, 
and  had  professedly  held  out  no  encouragement  to 
future  intrusions  upon  the  public  domain.  Mr.  P. 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Senate  was  prepared 
to  depart  from  the  policy  hitherto  invariably  acted 
upon,  and  to  carry  it  to  the  extraordinary  extent 
contemplated  by  this  bill.  For  cne,  be  must  say 
that  he  was  unwilling  to  make  the  public  lands  an 
object  of  scramble  and  plunder,  not  only  by  oar 
own  citizens,  but  by  aliens  and  foreigners. 

Former  laws  had  been  framed  in  such  a  way  as 
to  guard  against  frauds,  and  tc  effectuate  the  pro- 
fessed intention  of  the  laws.  The  act  of  1838  de- 
fined what  should  constitute  a  settlement.  It  re- 
quired a  possession  by  petsonal  residence  on  the 
land  at  the  time  of  passing  the  act,  and  far  four 


months  next  preceding.  The  present  bill  gave  the 
right  of  pre  emption,  generally,  to  all  persons  who 
should  "inhabit  end  improve  the  land,  and  raise  s  log 
cabin  therein"  without  specifying  what  should 
amount  to  an  inhabitancy  or  improvement,  or  con- 
taining any  limitation  as  to  the  extent  of  the  im- 
provement or  the  duration  of  the  inhabitancy.  The 
bill,  in  this  respect,  was  extremely  vague  and  inde- 
finite; and  it  was  difficult  to  perceive  what  there 
was  to  prevent  any  one  who  should  erect  a  tempo- 
rary cabin,  plant  perhaps  a  rod  or  two  of  ground, 
and  camp  npon  it  a  week  or  so,  from  securing  to 
h'mself  a  title  to  the  exclusion  of  all  o  hers.  It 
was  obvious  that  the  facilities  to  fraud  would  bar 
great;  and  it  required  no  uncommon  discernment 
to  see  that  speculators  and  jobbers,  rather  than 
sons  fide  actual  settlers,  would  receive  the  princi- 
pal benefits  of  such  very  liberal  legislation.  Slight 
acts  of  settlement  would  answer  the  purpose,  and 
nothing  would  be  easier  than  for  capitalists,  men  of 
weal  h,  to  plant  hordes  of  squatters  upon  the  pub- 
lic lands,  one  here  and  another  there,  and  in  that 
way  monopolize  to  themselves  the  choicest  and 
most  valuable  tracts  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  pub- 
lic domain.  The  last  pre-emption  law  which  had 
been  passed  was  carefully  guarded  in  this  particu- 
lar. It  required  from  every  person  claiming  the 
benefit  of  the  law  an  affidavit  that  he  entered  upon 
the  land  exclusively  for  his  own  ass  and  benefit,  and 
not  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  any  other  person,  and 
that  he' had  not  agreed  or  contracted,  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  convey  or  transfer  it  to  any  other  per- 
son. The  present  bill  contained  no  provision  of 
that  s  rt,  or  indeed  any  security  whatever  against 
abutes,  but  left  the  way  open  and  unobstructed  to 
the  practice  rf  the  most  extended  fraud  and  specu- 
lation. It  was  lurther  to  be  observed^  that  there 
was  no  limitation  as  to  the  time  of  payment  for  the 
land,  and  the  settler  might  hold  and  enjoy  his  right 
to  it  not  only  for  many  years,  under  a  credit  with- 
out interest,  bnt  it  might  be  for  an  indefinite  period 
of  time.  The  interests  of  the  United  States  were 
not  properly  or  sufficiently  secured  in  several  other 
respects  which  might  be  mentioned,  but  it  was  hard- 
ly worth  while  to  go  fuither  into  details. 

The  bill  (Mr.  P.  raid)  was  a  measure,  in  his 
view,  of  a  new  and  very  extraordinary  character. 
It  was  not  only  prospective  and  permanent,  but  most 
extensive  in  its  operation.  It  covered  the  whole 
public  dpmain.  It  extended  to  lands  surveyed  and 
unsurveyed.  It  exposed  the  richest  portions  of 
any  and  all  to  be  picked  and  selected,  to  be  seized 
npon  and  taken  op.at  the  inconsiderable  price  of  a 
dollar  and  a  quarter  at  acre,  as  well  to  gratify  the 
avarice  and  cupidity  of  greedy,  rapacious  specu- 
lators, as  lo  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  needy  but  hard 
laboring  and  meritorious  cultivator.  It  would  su- 
persede and  put  an  end  to  the  whole  land  system;  a 
system  almost  coevel  with  the  Government,  which 
had  been  in  successful  operation  nearly  half  a  cen- 
tury, had  been  tested  and  approved  by  long  expe- 
rience, and  the  beuefical  effects  of  which  had  been 
seen  and  felt  by  all.  To  a  measure  of  such  tre- 
mendous import,  involving  consequences  so  much 
at  variance  with  public  policy,  so  seriously  affect- 
ing one  of  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  Mr. 
P.  woo  Id  repeat,  he  could  not  give  bis. assent. 

Monday,  January  11,1841. 
The  question  being  upon  the  instructions  moved 
by  Mr.  Cbittindsn,  as  follows: 

devolved,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  committee 
that  reported  it,  with  instruction*  to  report  amendment*  thereto 
to  the  following  effect; 

1st.  To  distribute  the  proceed*  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  several  States  of  the  Union  In  just  and  equitable  pro- 
portions. 

3d.  To  grant  to  actual  bona  fide  settlers  upon  the  public 
lands  the  right  of  pre  emption  to  any  quantity  thereof  not  ex- 
ceeding one  half  section,  or  320  acres,  including  place  of  set- 
tlement, at  the  minimum  price  of  SI  25  per  acre,  with  such 
provisions  as  shall  limit  this  right  of  settlement  and  pre-emp- 
tion to  actual  bona  fide  settlers  whose  estate  at  the  time  of  set- 
tlement shall  not  exceed  the  value  of  el.OOO:  and  further, 
with  such  provisions  as  shall  effectually  exclude  the  wealthier 
speculators  from  all  benefits  under  this  law,  and  shall  prevent 
them  from  interfering  with,  or  participating  in,  the  privileges 
and  right  of  settlement  and  pre-emption  which  are  hereby 
granted  and  intended  for  the  sole  advantage  of  the  needy  and 
honest  settlers  and  cultivators  of  the  soil. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  addressed  the  Senate  in 
reference  to  the  instructions  he  had  moved.  He 
said  he  could  declare,  with  great  candor,  thai  he 
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had  noi  made  the  motion  to  recommit  with  any  ex» 
pectarion  of  delaying  the  Senate  in  its  action  on 
the  bill;  and  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  unex- 
pected effect  of  that  motion  on  the  temper  of  a 
portion  of  the  Senate.  It  had  not  been  his  wish 
that  the  iastructions  with  which  he  had  accompa- 
nied his  motion  should  have  given  rise  to  so  much 
discussion  as  had  occurred.  The  proposition  wjs 
a  perfectly  plain]  one;  it  spoke  for  itself.  He 
would  consent  to  vote  for  allowing  the  bona  file  set- 
tler to  have  his  land  at  the  minima m  price,  free 
from  the  interference  of  the  wealthy  speculator, 
and  therefore  he  proposed  so  to  amend  the  bill  as 
to  confine  its  operation  to  the  man  who  cauld  make 
oath  that  his  whole  property  did  not  exceed  the 
value  of  $1,000.  He  would  go  for  a  pre-emption 
law  if  gentlemen  would  consent  to  unite  with  it 
the  distribution  principle. 

Mr.  BENTON  made  some  remarks  in  reply, 
which  were  given  in  our  paper  of  the  12  h  instant. 

Mr  MANQUM  of  North  Carolina  said  he  was 
far  from  concurring  with  the  honorable  Senator 
[Mr.  Benton],  in  the  opinion  that  there  was  any 
incongruity  between  the  bill  under  consideration, 
and  the  proposed  amendment;  and  far  less  did  he 
concur  in  the  justice  or  the  propriety  of  denounc- 
ing the  amendment  as  monstrous,  as  an  unfair 
made  of  assault,  a?,  in  short,  an  enormity.  The 
truth  is,  (*aid  Mr.  M)  there  is  no  one  who  looks 
at  the  various  movements  which  are  made  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  lands,  and  the  various  questions 
which  come  up  he.e,  that  does  not  perceive  that  a 
consideration  of  one  of  them  necessarily  and  pro- 
perly calls  up  the  consideration  of  all  the  rival  and 
alternative  propositions. 

As  to  the  pre-emption  bill  now  before  the  Srnate, 
it  is  impossible  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  i»,  and 
come  to  right  conclusion*,  unless  we  consider  it  in 
connection  with  all  the  other  measures  of  it* 
friends—unless  we  consider  ii~(as  it  is)  a  part  of  a 
great  system — as  an  element  in  the  great  scheme  of 
a  definitive  and  ultimate  disposition  of  the  vast 
public  domain  of  the  country. 

It  is,  in  truth,  in  the  language  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Anderson,]  the  first 
step  to  a  final  disposition  of  the  public  domain.  I 
thank  the  Senator  for  this  explicit  and  manly 
avowal  of  the  purposes  and  views  of  the  friends  of 
this  measure.  The  first  step  to  a  final  disposition 
of  the  public  domain!  Yes,  sir;  it  is  the  first  step 
in  the  race  where  each  struggles  to  be  first  in  the 
great  woik  of  squandering  and  scattering  this  more 
i  than  princely  domain  to  all  the  winds  of  Heavec, 
by  bestowing  it  in  largesse*,  by  giving  it  to  sche- 
mers and  speculators,  and  inviting  to  its  occupa- 
tion all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  the  bandit  of  the  Ap- 
pemnes,  the  mercenary  S*i>s,  the  hungry  loafer  of 
the  cities  of  the  Old  World,  the  offal  of  the  dis- 
gorged jails,  penitentiaries,  and  houses  of  correc- 
tion of  foreign  countries— all,  all  are  invited  by 
this  bill  to  mingle  wi>h  our  American  citizens,  and 
seize- upon  the  public  lands,  and  appropriate  them, 
excluding  the  old  States,  whose  property  in  com- 
mon with  their  sisters  they  are,  from  any  substan- 
tial and  equal  participation  in  this  common  pro- 
perty of  them  all. 

I  confess,  said  Mr.  M.  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  de- 
termine which  is  the  most  objectionable,  the  prin- 
ciple or  the  details  of  this  bill.  To  me,  it  teems 
the  crudest,  the  most  dejunl,  and  the  least  safely 
guarded  that  I  have  ever  known  to  be  introduced 
into  the  Senate.  It  being,  however,  a  sort  of 
wholesale  disposition  of  this  vast  property,  without 
equivalent  or  consideration,  the  detail 5  can  be  of 
'  but  lit'le  moment,  except  to  exhibit  to  a  curious 
observer  what  vast  resul  ^nay  be  found  in  con- 
nection with  the  weakest  bungling. 

This  bill  goes  to  revolutionize  the  whole  system 
of  pre-emption  itself,  as  that  has  heretofore  exist- 
ed, and  in  the  end  to  abrogate  the  whole  land  sys- 
tem, which  has  been  built  up  and  consolidated 
through  a  series  of  j  ears,  by  so  much  care  and  la- 
bor, and  which  has  extorted  praise  and  eulogium 
from  all  sides  of  this  Chamber.  Heretofore  when 
settlement  had  gone  in  advance  of  a  regular  dispo- 
sition of  the  public  lands,  and  the  hardy  pioneers 
.  had  shown  evidence  of  good .  citizenship  by  habits 
of  honest  labor,  Congress,  out  of  tenderness  for  the 
citizen,  and  a  scrupulous   desire  that   everyone 


should  enjoy  the  avails  of  bis  own  labor,  have  over- 
looked the  original  intrusion,  and  in  a  liberal  and 
parental  spirit  given  the  right  of  preemption,  so 
thai  every  one  might  continue  to  enjoy  the  humble 
dwelling  and  other  improvements,  the  result  of  the 
sweat  of  his  own  brow  and  the  work  of  his  hands. 
This  was  pure  bounty,  unmixed  gratuity,  conferred 
by  a  Government  unwilling  to  repress  or  thwart 
the  energies  and  enterprise  of  these  hardy  men,  who 
had  sought  upon  the  dark  bfow  of  the  wilderness  a 
resting  place  for  their  wives  and  their  children.  It 
was  a  kind  of  concession  to  the  restless  energies  of 
this  Anglo  American  race  of  ours,  which,  though 
a  little  too  unobservant  of  the  rights  of  others,  yet 
bad  the  hearts,  the  hands,  the  wishes,  the  purposes, 
and  the  patriotic  aspirations  of  American  citizens 
— a  race  that  loved  their  country,  loved  liberty, 
and  were  ready  to  peril  all  they  had  in  enterprises, 
dangerous  or  otherwise,  in  defence  of  their  country. 
It  may  be  that,  in  any  aspect,  financial  or  political, 
the  occasional  and  judicious  interposition  of  Con* 
gress  in  their  behalf  was  wise,  as  rao>t  indubitably 
it  was  kind,  liberal,  and  parental.  All  these  cases 
were  retrospective,  overlooking  initiaii»e  error, 
and  quieting  these  hardy  pioneers  in  their  homes, 
their  titles,  and  all  the  fruits  cf  their  labor.  If  this 
legislation  was  somewhat  unjust  to  the  old  S'ates, 
yet  it  was  kind,  and  upon  the  whole  may  not  have 
been  unwise. 

But  now,  for  the  first  time,  it  is  proposed  to  ho'd 
out  standing  lures  and  temptations  to  -the  whole 
world  to  come  and  seize  upon  our  public  domain. 
To  sustain  this  sweeping  prospective  measura  1 
have  heard  doctrines  avowed  more  objectionable 
than  the  measure  itself,  from  which  my  judgment 
revolts,  and  which,  I  am  conSdent,  could  they  be 
submitted  directly  to  the  whole  American  people, 
would  be  indignantly,  if  rot  contemptuously,  re- 
jected. I  say  this  bill  invites  the  whole  world, 
aliens  as  well  as  citizen?,  to  come  an  i  take  posses- 
sion of  our  public  domain;  and  how?  Under  any 
rule?  According  to  any  uniform  regulation?  No, 
no,  sir.  The  bounty  is  held  out  to  the  swiftest  foot 
and  the  strongest  arm;  these  are  to  seize,  and  de- 
fend what  has  been  seized,  wiih  a'l  the  means  tr>at 
Gvd  and  Nature  have  placed  in  their  hands.  And 
all  this  worst  of  confusion  and  demoralization  to 
be  sanctioned  by  this  grave  bady;  ay,  to  be  invited, 
solicited  by  our  legislation. 

If  we  were  a  weak  and  feeble  nation,  physically 
unable  to  defend  our  liberties,  we  might  indeed 
bold  out  inducements  to  foreigners  to  bring  to  our 
assistance  the  pr  .tecion  of  their  physical  force. 
But  has  it  come  to  this:  ihu  we  are  obliged  to  in- 
vite foreigners  to  assist  us  in  the  defence  of  our 
heritage  of  liberty?  To  bring  amongst  us  ih«  aiu 
of  civilization?  To  eahance  our  power,  either 
moral  or  physical?  Can  any  one  believe  that  we 
are  reduced  to  a  necessity Jike  that?  No,  sir.  Tne 
friends  of  this  measure  would  cast  Oack  such  a 
taunt  with  scorn  and  indignaion.  What  then? 
Can  any  one  douLt  fiat  this  bill  is  the  first  step  to- 
wards the  squandering  and  wasting  the  public  do- 
main, so  far  as  the  old  States  are  concerned?  That 
the  new  Stales  feel  as  a  fetter,  that  galls  their  over- 
excited sensibility,  the  claim  of  the  old  Stales  to 
land  within  their  limit*?  To  get  rid  of  th>,  and  to 
make  the  destruction  of  the  rights  of  the  old  Slates 
sudden  and  complete,  it  is  proposed  to  invest  with 
the  highest  privilege  of  American  freemen  foreign- 
ers not  naturalized.  To  give  to  alien  strangers, 
who  will  come  and  take,  what  indisputably  belongs 
to  all  the  States  in  common.  And  this  to  assuage 
a  painful  sensibility,  an  over-wrought  pride,  that 
will  concede  nothing  to  those  wh3  have  given  them 
every  thing.  As  if  not  content  with  the  desecra- 
tion of  our  rights  of  property,  it  is  contended  that 
the^e  favored  aliens  shall  aho  exercise  the  rights  of 
suffrage— the  highest  rights  of  freemen,  and  be 
endowed  by  these  States  wish  the  elective  fran- 
chise, in  disregard  of  Congress  and  all  the  co- 
States. 

1  mean  not  (said  Mr.  M.)  to  go  into  the  argu- 
ment of  this  incidental  question,  momentous  and 
alarming  as  it  would  be,  did  we  not  feel  confident 
that  it  will  ever  be  met  by  the  real  people  of  the 
United  States  with  a  stern  and  uncompromising 
resistance.  The  doctrine  is  anti-nationai;  it  is  in- 
compatible with  the  very  conception  of  a  political 


community  endowed  with  the  power  of  perpetual* 
ii.g  its  institutions.  No  nation  that  I  know  of, 
that  had  riaeu  to  the  dignity  of  an  independent 
community,  ever  tolerated  the  indi»crimiaate  ad- 
mission of  foreigners  and  alien  influence*  to  a  full 
participation  in  its  elections  and  its  government. 
What  is  our  case?  Who  effected  our  Revolution? 
Tne  people  of  the  respective  States.  They  had 
formed  independent  political  communities.  These 
States,  before  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, did  of  right  exercise  the  power  of  determining 
who  should  be  considered  citizens  and  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens.  They 
further  rightfully  regulated  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions upon  which  aliens  might  be  adopted  in  the 
community,  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
free  citizens.  Who  did,  and  m'ght  rightfully  do, 
all  this?  The  people  of  the  States.  Who  could 
gainsay  i  ?  Could  the  Englishman,  the  Hollander, 
the  Italian,  or  the  Pole?  Unquestionably  not 
Who  then?    None  but  the  people  of  the  States. 

By  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  each  State 
conferred  upon  the  General  Government,  as  a  com- 
mon agent,  all  those  powers  which  it  could  better 
exercise  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  than  could  the 
States  respectively  for  themselves;  reserving  to  the 
Slates  such  as  could  be  best  exercised  by  and  for 
themselves.  This  common  agent  bad  in  charge  all 
our  foreign  relations,  and  had  the  regulation  of  all 
our  intercourse  with  foreign  powers.  This  Fede- 
ral Government  and  these  State  Governments  were 
made  by  and  for  the  people  of  the  United  States 
and  their  posterity.  The  power  of  passing  uniform 
laws  of  naturalization  of  foreigners  was  conferred 
on  the  common  agent — the  Federal  Government. 
Tnis  grant  passed  the  whole  power.  Such  was  the 
opinion  of  the  enlightened  and  able  contemporane- 
oas  writers  in  the  Federalist;  such  has  been  the 
uniform  opinion  of  every  respectable  writer  on 
constitutional  law,  as  far  as  I  know,  such  has  teen 
the  exposition  in  a  majority  of  the  States,  as  I  sup- 
pose; c mainly  such  has  been  the  exposition  m 
North  Carolina  by  all  its  authorities,  judicial 
and  legislative*  Tne  distribution  of  political  pow. 
er  in  the  States,  as  well  as  the  General  Government, 
rests  upon  a  right  enumeration  of  the  people  of  the 
respective  Slates.  Our  whole  political  scheme 
rests  upon  it.  It  was  provident,  therefore,  that,  in 
a  matter  so  immediately  affecting  the  relative 
power  of  the  State,  there  should  be  some  uniform 
ru'e  regulating  accessions  from  abroad  of  aliens, 
with  habits,  feelings,  and  principles  often  alien, 
not  to  say  hostile,  to  the  genius  and  spiiit  of  oar 
institutions.  Such  a  provision  is  conformable  to 
the  general  sense  of  mankind  in  all  ages  in  well* 
regulated  political  communities.  Hence  I  regard 
the  provision  in  the  Constitution  of  Illinois  as  in. 
conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  8tmrs, 
and  of  course  void,  and  that  a  persistence  in  the 
enumeration  of  ejiens  as  citizens,  so  ear  to  affect 
the  relations  of  political  power  between  her  and 
the  other  States,  and  the  permitting  of  them  to  ex- 
ercise the  elective  franchise  so  as  to  affect  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Government  common  to  all  the  Stales, 
would  be  in  bad  faith  and  clearly  violatory  of  their 
common  bond. 

The  question  is  not  whether  Congress  can  pre- 
scribe the  qualifications  which  shall  cousutnie  a 
voter  in  the  States.  No  one  contends  for  any  suoh 
thing.  The  States  can  each  prescribe  for  itself  in 
every  respect,  except  where  inhibited  by  the  con- 
ferring of  the  power  on  the  General  Government, 
and  those  who  are  empowered  to  vote  for  ""»mhffl 
of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture may  also  vote  for  members  of  Congress,  and 
nou*  others.  The  only  difficulty  is,  not  in  the  non- 
existence, but  in  the  application  of  the  remedy,  in 
cases  where  the  States  shall  transcend  their  eon* 
stitutional  authority.  Wherever  the  authorities  of 
this  Government  can  reach  the  case,  they  can  an* 
ply  the  remedy.  If  aliens  shall  vote  for  a  memv 
ber  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  npoa  a  atten- 
tion of  contested  election,  the  House  may  take  ju» 
rsiiction  and  rectify  the  error. 

[Here  Mr.  WaioflT  of  New  York,  asked 
will  you  do  in  the  case  of  a  Senator  elected  to 
body  by  a  Legislature  in  part  formed  by  the  1 
of  aliens?] 

Mr.  M.  said  the  only  difficulty  consisted  in  an* 
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plying  the  remedy,  la  the  case  pot,  great  difficulty 
mad  inconvenience  might  arise,  perhaps  insupera- 
ble—and  so  in  many  other  ca&es  that  might  he  pat. 
What  would  the  Senator  do  in  the  esse  where  a 
majority  of  the  States  should  decline  or  refuse  to 
elect  Senators  to  this  chamber?  In  the  latter  case 
it  would  operate  at  once  to  the  destruction  of  the 
Government,  and  yet  I  know  of  no  remedy.  The 
trath  is,  in  onr  complex  political  system,  much  has 
been  left,  and,  of  necessity,  most  ha?e  been  left,  to 
the  good  faith  of  the  States,  the  authors  and  cre- 
ators of  oar  system.  And  perhaps  in  every  case 
where  a  practical  rtmedy  is  not  provided,  it  was 
deemed  safe  to  leave  it  to  the  good  faith  and  good 
sense  oi  the  parties  to  the  covenant.  But  I  have 
mined  aside  to  this  incidental  question  mainly  to 
enter  my  protest  against  the  doctrines  avowed;  and 
to  show  that  North  Carolina,  in  that  good  faith 
which  has  always  characterized  her  relations  with 
this  Government,  holds  that  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  has  abrogated  her  constitu- 
tional provision  for  the  natural  zation  of  aliens, 
and  that  she  maj  not  swell  her  relative  power  in 
the  Confederacy,  either  by  the  enumeration  of 
aliens  or  the  permitting  of  them. to  exercise  the 
elective  franchise. 

I  said  in  the  outset  that  I  found  great  difficulty  in 
determining,  in  reference  to  the  present  bill,  which 
was  the  more  objectionable,  its  principle  or  its  de- 
tails. In  respect  to  the  latter,  they  have  been  ex- 
posed by  various  Senators  so  folly  and  clearly  that 
"he  who  runs  may  read.1'  When  before  now  has 
it  been  proposed  to  hold  out  temptations  and 
rewards  to  infants  who  by  law  owe  alle- 
giance to  the  head  of  their  family?  When  before 
now  has  it  been  proposed,  for  the  sake  of  encou- 
raging emigration,  fo  break  up  domrstie  relations— 
those  primeval  bonds  of  society  which  it  is  of  so 
much  importance  to  keep  sacred  and  intact?  The 
ambition  that  looks  to  the  highest  office  in  the  Re- 
public may  have  aa  interest  in  inviting  into  the 
•wise  all  infants  that,  at  the  end  of  the  next  four 
years,  may  be  invested  with  the  rights  of  suffrage. 
This  bill  holds  out  the  same  benevolent  intentions  to- 
wards widows.  How  excellent  a  virtue  is  bene- 
volence !  And  how  cheap,  too,  is  the  beneficence 
mat  coalers  bounties  out  of  other  people's  goods 
and  chattels,  lands  aod  tenements !  Bat,  like  the 
witch's  prophecy,  while  it  keeps  the  promise  to  the 
ear,  it  breaks  it  to  the  hope.  The  whole  is  mere 
delusion — it  is  worse — it  is  imposture.  Such  wi- 
dows as  reside  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of 
the  lands  to  be  settled  may  possibly  get  the  benefits 
of  the  bill,  but  the  great  body  of  the  destitute 
widows  throughout  the  Union,  and  especially  on 
the  Atlantic  frontier,  will  not  be  benefited  a  'stiver. 

Again,  there  is  another  principle  in  the  bill  more 
objectionable.  Its  operation  is  extended  to  land  un- 
sarveyed.  The  entire  alien  population  of  the  globe, 
as  well  as  our  citizens,  are  invited  and  tempted 
iato  onr  national  domain  before  a  chain  carrier  has 
entered  upon  it  Proclamation  is  made  to  all  to 
come  and  seize  upon  our  best  spots,  and  they  shall 
keep  whatever  they  take.  Has  any  Government 
in. the  world  acted  upon  a  principle  like  this?  Most 
it  not  inevitably  lead  to  riot,  bloodshed,  and  gene- 
ral confusion?  Where  have  ever  such  lures  ibeen 
held  out  to  alien  interlopers,  bandits,  and  seape 
graces  of  foreign  lands  to  come  and  seize  upon 
so  rich  an  inheritance,  and  hold  it  by  strong 
•nm,  sr  at  the  muzzle  of  the  rifle?  All  they 
are  required  to  is  te  come  upon  the  land,  to 
hsnld  a  log  cabin  or  some  other  dwelling,  and 
cjall  it  a  settlement,  and  the  right  of  pre-emption 
la  fixed.  How  long  are  they  required  to  occupy?  A 
week,  or  a  day,  is  sufficient;  for  no  specific  length 
ox*  time  is  required  by  the  bill.  How  many  setUe- 
zneattf  may  be  made  by  the  same  person?  The 
hill  as  introduced  prescribed  no  limitation.  A  re- 
haetant  limitation  to  one  in  the  same  State  has  been 
imposed  by  a  vote  of  amendment;  yet  the  same 
person  may  make  the  tour  of  all  the  frontier  bar- 
nsr  of  States  and  Territories,  and  in  each  the  work 
of  a  daf  may  secure  a  quarter  section  of  land  in  the 
■seat  favored  spots  at  the  minimum  price,  and  that, 
too,  on  a  credit,  to  be  paid  whenever,  and  only 
whenever,  the  convenience  of  the  enterprising  and 
travelled  gentleman  may  seem  best  to  admit  of  it 
What  a  broadcast  waste  and  squandering  of  this 
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vast  national  property!  The  waste  would  be  a  re- 
proach to  the  age;  and  the  consequent  riots,  fends, 
and  confusion  would  mark  this  measure  as  an 
epoch  in  the  career  of  profligate  wastefulness  of  a 
discomfited,  defeated,  and  desperate  Administra- 
tion. True  it  is,  by  an  amendment,  the  same  per- 
son shall  be  entitled  to  but  pre  emption.  But  what 
may  hinder  him  from  getting  one  in  each  and  every 
State  and  Territory?  Where  are  the  guard*? 
What  check  is  provided?    None,  not  one! 

One  of  the  amendments  declares  that  a  man  may 
not  move  off  from  a  settled  home  and  get  a  pre- 
emption by  going  on  the  public  land  in  the  same 
State.  What  prohibits  his  doing  the  thing  by  go- 
ing into  the  next  State  or  Territory?  or  all  the  other 
States  and  Territories?  It  is  declared  to  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor;  and  yet  a  man  on  a  fraction  of 
forty  acres  may  not  have  the  benefit,  while  the 
wealthiest  money-holder  may  avail  himself  of  the 
privilege.  Admirable  equality.  The  friends  of 
the  measure  have  refused  to  confine  diets  bounties 
to  the  poor;  worth  not  mere  ^than  |1.000  or  #500, 
and  yet  the  man  fixed  to  a  poor  spot  of  little  value, 
with  his  wife  and  children,  shall  be  inhibited,  while 
the  rich  in  bank  stock,  money,  or  other  personal 
estate,  shall  enjoy  it.  Tois  is  one  of  the  beauties 
of  a  scheme  conceived  in  a  spirit  of  such  ardent 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  poor  and  laboring 
msn. 

But  an  objection  yet  stronger,  if  possible,  exists 
to  the  mode  of  adjusting  and  settling  the  disputes 
arising  from  conflicting  claims  among  these  settlers. 
The  mode  proposed  in  the  bi'l  is  quite  characteristic 
of  the  principles  of  the  past  and  the  present  Admi- 
nistrat  on  which  now  lies  stranded.  It  brings  the 
masses  of  conflicting  claims  which  now  must  arise 
under  this  bijl  within  the  range  of  Executive  de- 
termination to  be  despatched  summarily  and  with 
a  sort  of  military  celerity — the  Executive  agent 
disposing  of  a  complicated  and  knotty  quesion  of 
private  right  with  the  facility  that  he  would  wheel 
a  squadron  of  well-disciplined  political  troops.  Sir, 
it  erects  a  new  sort  of  judicature,  with  va«t  and  un- 
restrained powers,  taking  within  the  scope  of  its 
jurisdiction  vast  and  complicated  interests. 

The  registers  and  receivers  of  the  land  districts, 
subject  to  the  regulation  of  the  bead  of  the  land 
office,  are  to  dispose  of  all  the  questions  of  con- 
flicting claim  in  a  summary  way.  Can  any  one 
fail  te  perceive  that  here  is  held  out  every  conceiva- 
ble lure  and  temptation  to  fraud;  that  the  bill 
opens  the  way  to  a  regular  system  of  corruption; 
that  these  powers  wilt  be  devolved  on  men  not 
most  distinguished  generally  for  ability,  and  yet 
with  duties  overtasking  the  highest  ability?  Will 
it  not  tend  to  corrupt  both  the  Government  and  its 
dealers?  May  it  not  be  wielded  so  as  to  subjugate 
the  entire  frontier,  from  the  lakes  to  the  gelf,  to  the 
will  of  their|  politico-judicial  masters?|  A  dozen 
men  make  a  rush  far  a  mill  seat  or  water  privilege 
or  salt  spring,  and  in  case  the  rifle  and  bowk  knife 
shall  faU  as  judicial  instruments  to  settle  the  con- 
troversy, then  the  appeal  lies  to  this  other  eccentri- 
cal judicial  tribunal  of  the  registers  and  receivers, 
whose  judgments  are  to  be  final  and  definitive.  I 
suppose  we  need  not  fear  that  the*  sword  of  Bren- 
nus,  or  the  bowie  knife,  or  other  extraneous  mat- 
tars,  will  be  thrown  into  the  judicial  scale*. 

But  this  is  a  log  satin  bill.  In  lis  title  it  pur- 
ports to  be  especially  for  the  tenants  of  log  cabins. 
Its  friends  are  frieads  of  the  log  cabin;  it  is  design- 
ed to  confer  a  bounty  on  the  great  body  of  those 
poor  men  who  have  no  means  to  better  their  condi- 
tion but  to  settle  on  a  little  spot  of  wild  land  and 
build  themselves  a  log  cabin.  Yes!  it  Is  to  provide 
a  home  for  the  log  cabin  men,  for  the  poor,  hard 
handed,  honest,  industrious  settler !  Admirable  be- 
neficence! I  am  glad  to  see  gentlemen's  sympa- 
thies awakened  for  this  great  body  of  our  cttisens 
—the  greatest,  indeed,  whether  we  regard  them  for 
physical  force,  devoted  patriotism,  or  for  those 
homely,  simple,  primitive,  untainted,  and  genuine 
virtues  so  much  out  of  fashion  in  the  saloons  of 
the  great  and  powerful.  I  respect  them,  I  esteem 
them,  and  I  would  cherish  them  to  the  extent  of  my 
ability.  Yet  with  what  consistency  have  we  seen 
the  gentlemen  act  who  hold  to  us  this  language? 
Willjtbey  consent  to  a  #500  limitation?  No.  To 
a  fl,W)0  limitation?    No,  sir.    They  invite  to  com- 


petition with  them,  not  only  the  wealthy  of  oar 
own  country,  hut  the  whole  world,  of  every  tongue 
and  clime,  whether  they  come  in  rags  or  purple  and 
fine  linen. 

And  yet  thsy  talk  as  if  the  bill  were  especially 
for  the  poor.  Who  can  believe  it?  Or  who  does 
not  believe  and  know  that  the  bill  is  whit  one  of 
its  friends  described  it,'  [Mr.  Anderson,]  the  first 
step  towards  a  final  disposition  of  the  public  de- 
main? 

I  am  not,  indeed,  disposed,  either  as  a  private  in- 
dividual or  a  public  man,  to  regard  the  public  do- 
main purely  in  a  financial  view.  The  General 
Government  holds  these  lands  as  a  trust  They 
should  administer,  or  rather  execute,  this  trust  re- 
posed in  them,  justly,  but  with  liberality. 

I  am  not  for  restricting  the  system  to  such  rales 
as  bind  a  master  in  chancery.  I  would,  if  I  could, 
elevate  myself  to  the  position  oi  a  statesman.  I 
would  regard  the  public  domain  as  a  trust,  in  which 
all  the  States  have  an  equal  interest.  While  I  am 
just,  I  would  be  liberal;  but  while  liberal,  I  would 
be  ju  t.  I  ask,  what  right  has  this  Federal  Go- 
vernment to  administer  this  trust  but  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  it  shall  inure  to  the  benefit  of  all  the  States? 
Where  do  gentlemen  find  their  authority?  No- 
where. 

To  judge  rightly  of  this  specific  measure,  we 
must  consider  it  in  connection  with  the  graduation 
bill.  And  who  can  d  oubt  that  the  two  united  will 
cot  deeply  into  the  financial  resources  of  the  coon- 
try? — that  they  will  deduct  large  sums  from  the  fis- 
cal means  of  this  Government?  What  is  the  first 
step  in  the  practical  operation  of  this  bill?  In  the 
first  place,  all  the  lands  likely  to  bring  a  price  over  * 
the  minimum  established  by  law  will  be  seized 
on  forthwith,  not  only  by  our  own  citizens,  but  by 
the  renegadoes  and  aliens  of  the  old  world/  And 
then  what  remains — what  gentleman  call  the  refuse 
lands— will  be  brought  under  the  auctioneer's 
hammer  on  behalf  of  the  Government.  Who  will 
bid.  No  one.  What  next?  These  lands  having 
been  offered,  and  remaining  unsold,  the  auction 
system  will  be  withdrawn  from  them,  and  they 
will  then  be  subjected  to  the  Procrustean  opera- 
tion of  the  graduation  system,  descending  ra- 
pidly from  #1  to  50  cents,  95  cents,  and  191  cents, 
and  then  an  unconditional  surrender  of  the  residue 
to  the  States  respectively  in  which  they  lie.  The 
average  amount  of  the  auction  sales  under  the  pre- 
sent Administration  does  not  much  exceed  the  mi- 
nimum price.  But  let  all  the  lands  which  in  the  first 
place  would  sell  at  prices  greatly  exceeding  the 
minimum  go  off  at  the  minimum;  and  then  apply 
the  graduation  principle  to  the  residue;  is  it  not 
plain  that  the  average  income  from  suction  sales 
would  be  greatly  below  the  minimum? 

On  this  subject  my  attention  has  been  recently 
drawn  to  a  very  valuable  and  important  paper, 
which  discloses  that  system  of  delusion  which  has 
for  many  years  been  played  off  upon  the  public 
mind;  such  a  systematic  scheme  or  deception  and 
imposture  as  I  never  could  have  believed  to  exist, 
had  it  not  been  proved  by  official  documents.  I  re- 
fer to  what  has  been  constantly  told  us  in  reference 
to  this  principle  of  graduation.  I  will  not  detain 
the  Senate  by  going  through  all  the  details,  though 
they  eminently  deserve  the  most  careful  and  attemv 
ttveccasideration,and  I  hope  will  have  it  from  those 
more  familiar  with  the  subjects  than  I  am;  and  if 
a  grow  delusion  has  been  practised,  as  I  conceive, 
for  years  upon  the  old  States,  I  trust  it  will  be  cor* 


I  find  that,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  the  head  of  the  land  bureau  caused 
returns  to  be  made  of  all  the  public  lands  unsold, 
in  the  respective  States  and  Territories,  accom- 
panied with  such  other  information  as  was  deemed 
useful  in  forming  a  just  estimate  of  the  varae  of 
this  great  national  property.  I  find  that,  on  the 
80<h  of  June  1898,  mere  remained  in  Ohio  9,584,- 
347  acres  of  public  land  unsold.  The  land  officers 
estimated  the  value  of  this  more  than  two  and  a 
half  millions  of  .acres  at  #1,747,196,  ornearly  oae 
million  and  three-quarters  of  dollars.  These  lands 
bad  been  offered  and  in  market  from  seven  to 
twenty-eight  years,,  bat  little  less  than  the  half  of 
them  had  been  in  market  twenty  years  and  up- 
wards.   They  are  represented  as  inferior,  and  to 
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the  prices  ought  to  be  graduated. 
WetV  ate,  on  the  30th  of  September,  1837,  some 
nine  years  thereafter,  upwards  of  two  millions  of 
aens  of  tbeee  lands  had  been  sold  at  the  minimum 
of  #1  *S  per  acre,  realizing  to  the  Treasury 
f9,796,599--exeeeding  the  estimates  of  the  officers, 
w^o  ought  to  hare  been  well  informed,  by  the 
max  of  f979,4739  or  nearly  one  million  of  dollars: 
here  then  remaining  on  hand  nearly  five  hundred 
housand  aeres,  the  most  of  which  has  since  been 
old  at  the  Government  price, 

I  find  similar  startling  discrepancies  between 
the  estimated  values  and  the  soma  actually  realized 
from  sales,  applying  to  Indiana,  Illinois,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Missouri. 
In  the  fit.  Louis  land  district  of  Missouri,  I  find 
that  on  the  30th  June,  1828,  there  remained  of 
public  lands  unsold  2,219,426  acres.  These  lands 
wife  represented  as  having  been  in  market  under 
the  Spanish  Government  for  forty  yean,  and 
under  this  Government  for  ten  years.  It  was 
further  represented  that  they  had  been  so  "picked 
and  culled"  that  there  did  not  remain  one  quarter- 
■action  of  first-rate  land.  They  were  valued  at 
differentpriees,  but  the  great  mass  at  12a  cents  per 
acre.  Ae  total  value  was  estimated  at  f  333,000, 
or  about  the  third  of  a  million  of  dollars*. 

Well,  sir,  again.  On  the  30th  September,  1837, 
or  about  nine  years  thereafter,  the  Treasury  had 
'  realized  $711,000  from  these  lands,  a  sum  exceed- 
ing the  estimated  value  of  the  wboit  of  them  by 
three  hundred  and  seventy- eight  thousand  dollars, 
and  leaving  then  unsold  1,600,000  acres,  much  of 
which,  but  how  much  I  am  unable  to  state,  has 
bean  since  sold  at  the  Government  price. 

I  have  selected  the  St.  Louis  district  simply  be- 
cause there  we  find  a  great  bulk  of  intelligence,  and 
might  have  expected  more  correct  information  from 
that  than  almost  any  other  district,  and  yet  from 
that  what  a  startling  difference  between  the  esti- 
mates and  the  facts?  I  well  remember  how,  nearly 
twanty  years  ago,  these  halls  were  invoked  in  favor 
of  a,  graduation  bill,  and  how  solemnly  we  were 
assured  that  the  lands  on  which  it  was  intended  to 
operate  never  would  bring  the  minimum  price.  It 
was  argued  in  reply,  and  I  thought  with  great  ap- 
pearance of  truth,  that,  as  the  country  should  come 
to  he  gradually  settled,  and  lines  of  communica- 
tion should  be  opened  by  turnpikes  and  railroads, 
or  other  facilities  afforded  for  the  transportation  of 
produce,  the  unsold  lands  would  come  by  degrees 
to  pe  contiguous  to  infant  settlements,  and  would 
then  go  off  at  the  Government  price.  In  a  dense 
population,  every  foot  of  land  fit  for  cultivation, 
though  poor,  which  yields  any  sort  of  timber,  will 
C»  off  at  mat  price,  :n  many  instances,  if  for  no 
other  reason  than  to  keep  off  a  too  near  and  incon- 
venient settlement. 

In  looking  into  the  history  of  our  settlements,  it 
will  be  found  generally,  if  not  universally,  true, 
that,  as  the  country  fills  with  population,  the  infe- 
rior and  refuse  lands  come  to  be  prized,  and  go  off. 
And  so,  precisely  in  proportion  as  the  population 
advances  westwardly,  and  fills  each  locality,  in  the 
same  proportion  does  land  once  regarded  refuse  go 
off.  And  so  it  will  be  to  the  end,  excepting  enly 
those  lands  covered  w  ith  irreclaimable  swamps,  or 
some  other  obstacle  of  like  difficulty. 

Such  has  been  the  experience  of  the  old  States. 
In  my  own,  in  the  portion  that  I  know  best,  lands 
that  had  been  much  worn  fifty  or  eighty  years  ago, 
turned  out  and  recovered  with  a  new  growth,  can- 
net  be  bought  any  where,  there,  a*  low  as  the  Go* 
vucament  prion. 

Sir,  the  grasping  propensities  of  this  Anglo-Ame- 
fiean  race  of  ours,  with  its  Anglo  Saxon  blood, 
(said,  I  believe,  sir,  to  be  the  greatest  land  robbers 
in  the  world,)  would  give  the  Government  price, 
ay,  and  more,  when  the  density  of  population 
Uveatohed  too  near  a  propinquity  of  some  disagree* 
aWe  neighbor. 

In  Alabama,  I  find,  from  this  table,  the  most  sin- 


guJati 
latum 


and  extraordinary  results.    There  the  popo- 
i  has  filled,  and  is  yet  filling.    In  ti    ~ 


theCahaw.. 

ha  district  nearly  all  the  lands  have  been  sold  for 
•fee,  four,  and  fire  times  the  amount  of  the  esti- 
mated  value,  by  the  land  officers  in  1828.  And  so 
it  will  be  to  the  end.  To  the  base  of  the  Rocky 
Mountaiaa,  aad  when  you  shall'  have  scaled  their 


lofty  summits,  and  passed  to  the  western  base,  so 
it  will  continue  to  be,  until  the  restirst  energies  of 
our  people  shall  be  stayed  by  the  broad  Pacific*  I 
would  invoke  the  serious  attention  of  Senators, 
more  conversant  with  these  subjects  than  I  am,  to 
the  marked  contrast  between  tae  estimates  in  1828, 
and  the  actual  results  as  proved  by  the  sales.  I 
will  ask  their  attention  to  the  singular  accuracy  with 
which  the  predictions  of  the  opponents  of  gradua- 
tion have  been  verified  by  the  rt suits.  In  Ohio 
they  have  been  completely  tested  and  verified.  In 
Indiana,  not  so  fully;  but  the  experience  is  in  a  ra- 
pid process  of  development,  and  all  the  indications 
augur  similar  results.  In  Missouri,  the  experiment 
is  in  its  initiative  process,  but  so  far  as  it  has  gone 
it  givee  the  most  flattering  promise  of  results  equal- 
ly satisfactory.    And  so  of  all  the  rest. 

.There  is  another  feature  of  the  bill  to  which  I 
feel  no  less  objection;  and  which  has  been  animad- 
verted on  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  near  me, 
[Mr.  Cult.]  I  think  it  presents  a  strong  objection 
to  the  bill.  The  Government  4>nce  felt  severely 
the  inconvenience  of  the  credit  system  in  reference 
to  the  sale  of  our  public  lands.  Its  evils  will  not 
soon  be  forgotten.  THis  bill  revives  that  credit 
system,  and  substitutes  it,  to  a  great  extent,  for  the 
cash  system  now  existing.  It  extends  credit,  pro- 
fessedly, to  one  entire  class  of  purchasers,  and 
practically  and  substantially  to  all.  A  man  seizes 
on  a  tract  of  land  before  he  pays  for  it,  and  Is  to 
pay  for  it  within  a  year.  How  are  you  to  get  rid 
of  him  if  he  does  not  pay?  When  the  "Conven- 
tion of  the  World,1'  held  in  London,  shall  send 
here  all  its  constituents,  how  are  yon  to  get  rid  of 
them  if  they  fail  to  pay  for  their  land?  Does  not 
your  bill  convert  the  system  of  cash  payments  into 
a  system  of  credit?  And  what  will  be  the  conse- 
quence? We  shall  have  petitioners  besieging  this 
and  the  other  Houee  of  Congress;  hosts  of  sturdy 
beggars,  petitioning  for  a  long  day,  then  to  take  a 
part  of  our  dues,  and  finally  to  forgive  them  their, 
debt  We  have  seen  all  this;  and  are  likely,  should 
the  bill  pass,  to  see  it  again. 

We  all  remember  the  effect  of  the  national  ple- 
thora in  1818  and  1819.  You  know  how  your  ear 
was  vexed  with  perpetual  petitions,  until  at  last 
you  weie  wearied  out,  and  you  gave  op  33*  of 
your  demand,  and  allowed  the  debtors  a  long  time 
to  make  up  the  balance.  So  it  will  be  here.  If  a 
man  pays  you  in  cash,  it  will  be  a  matter  of  vo- 
luntary liberality.  All  the  better  land  which  might 
sell  well  at  auction  will  be  at  once  seized  upon,  and 
credit  of  necessity  ensues. 

Gentlemen  complain  of  the  ilfiberality  of  the 
old  States.  They  call  them  8hylocks,and  say 
we  demand  our  pound  of  flesh,  and  all  that. 
I  repel  such  imputations,  as  far  as  they  are 
directed  against  me.  I  participate  as  largely 
in  the  pride  excited  by  the  progress  of  our  West, 
era  States  as  the  proudest  of  all  our  Western  men. 
I  see  with  wonder  and  joy  the  daily  developments 
of  that  vast  portion  of  onr  country,  and  I  am 
fully  aware  that  it  is  ere  long  to  become  the  cen- 
tre of  our  political  world.  My  constituent*  do 
not  demand  of  me  to  become  a  Shy  lock  in 
their  name;  they  rejoice,  as  I  do,  in  the  hourly  ex* 
pension  of  this  great  Republic;  they  exult  in  the 
extension  of  its  population,  bearing  with  it,  in  all 
directions,  the  arts  of  civilization,  the  love  of  liber- 
ty, and  an  adherence  to  our  invaluable  Constitu- 
tion. We  are  prepared  to  go  as  far  as  gentlemen 
from  the  West  themselves  in  doing  all  that  can 
with  justice  be  done  to  give  a  stimulus  to  the 
growth  of  the  new  Slates  of  the  Confederaey.  But 
really,  with,  I  acknowledge,  but  a  very  slight  op- 
portunity of  forming  an  opinion,  it  does  seem  to 
me  that  the  charge  of  illiberality  is  as  little  sustain- 
ed by  facts  and  reason  as  any  accusation  I  ever 
witnessed  in  my  life.  What  is  the  relation  which 
these  States  bear  to  the  Government  while  they  yet 
remain  in  their  state  of  territorUl  pupilage?  Have 
they  not  all  been  in  succession  the  firstlings  and  the 
nurselings  of  Congress?  Have  we  not  dandled 
them  upon  the  knees  of  patronage,  rocked  them  in 
tbeeradle  of  indulgence,  and  fed  them,  like  petted 
infants,  with  the  money  of  this  Government?  If 
any  thing,  we  have  indulged  them  too  fondly,  till, 
like  other  pets,  they  have  been  in  danger  of  becom- 
ing spoiled  by  over-much  kindness.     Who  can 


deny  that  the  West  has  ever  been  treated,  hem, 
with  the  utmost  liberalit)?  Never  have  they  asked 
for  either  public  or  private  aid  at  out  hands  and 
been  refused.  We  have  given  them  lands  sad  mo- 
ney, and  we  have  poured  forth  the  chivalry  of  the 
old  States  for  their  defence  in  danger.  Sorely  they 
have  no  just  grounds  of  complaint.  Against  me 
they  certainly  have  not,  for  I  am  ready  to  lend 
them  all  the  aid  in  my  power  toward  attaining  that 
commanding  position  which  it  is  their  destmy  to 
attain. 

But  what,  I  ask,  is  likely  to  be  the  effect  of  such 
a  bill  as  this  upon  the  older  States?   The  public 
lands  constitute  a  trust  fund,  to  be  administaredior 
the  benefit  of  all  the  States,  and  not,  for  the  sake 
ef  throwing  into  the  West  a  preternatural  plethora 
of  growth  and  prosperity,  to  inflict  injustice  and  in- 
jury upon  the  rest  of  the  Union;    And  yet  what 
most  be  the  effect  of  such  a  bill  on  the  strength  sad 
prospects  of  the  old  States?    The  enterprising,  the 
adventurous  young  men,  will  all  flee  to  the  West, 
and  leave  the  old  Stales  to  weakness  and  decrepi- 
tude, and  we  are  to  be  left  to  support  the  compara- 
tively inert  mass  which  they  leave  behind.    Yet,  in 
all  that  tends  to  elevate  the  human  character— in 
all  that  fosters  moral  and  intellectual  excellence, 
they  might  have  enjoyed  at  least  equal  advantages, 
had  they  remained  at  home.    Certain  it  is  mat 
North  Carolina  has  poured  forth  into  the  West  tad 
Southwestern  country  a  mass  of  talent  and  enetry 
such  as,  bad  it  remained  there,  would  have  enabled 
my  State  to  lift  her  head  as  proudly  as  any  one  ef 
her  sisters  in  the  great  family  of  the  Union.  And 
ought  it  not  to  be  the  aim  of  this  Government  to  la* 
fuse  an  equal  degree  of  health  and  vigor  into  every 
portion  of  this  wide  Republic?    Do  our  Westers 
friends  desire  to  see  us  impoverished,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  built  up  and  strengthened?   I  veil 
know  that,  should  we  be  invaded  by  a  foreign  foe, 
or  our  honor  or  safety  threatened  with  danger,  the 
men  of  the  West  would  be  the  first  to  hasten  to  oar 
side.    A  more  chivalrous  people  does  not  exnt 
upon  earih;  and  generosity  is  well  known  as  form- 
ing a  prominent  feature  in  their  character,   and 
sure  I  am  that,  could  they  but  abstract  their  miids 
for  a  moment  from  the  force  of  that  prejudice 
which  has  grown  op  with  a  false  system  of  admiais- 
traiion  of  the  public  lands,  the  new  States  would 
be  the  last  to  desire,  by  excessive  and  unnatural 
stimulus,  to  withdraw  the  resources  and  prostrate 
the  strength  of  their  venerable  mothers  on  the  At* 
Untie  board. 

I  ask  the  friends  of  this  bill  to  point  out,  if  they 
can,  one  single  compensation  it  offers  to  the  eld 
States  for  tempting  their  population,  even  lam  of. 
eighteen,  to  leave  their  homes  and  their  parents  aai 
go  into  the  new  States.  I  know  of  none.  1  eta 
perceive  none,  unless  it  be  to  leave  to  desolatioa 
the  patrimonial  fireside.    None,  none. 

But  we  are  told  by  my  friend  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Limn]  that  it  is  indispensable  that  this  system 
of  pre-emptions  should  go  on,  because  the  Ameri- 
can people  cannot  be  restrained  from  seising  oa  the 
lands  of  the  Government,  and  that  all  attempts  » 
put  a  stop  to  it  must  be  vain  and  idle.  1  eoafea  I 
was  surprised  at  hearing  language  like  this.  I  had 
entertained  a  very  different  opinion  indeed  of  the 
American  people;  and  my  life  on  it— knowing  mat 
gentlemen  as  1  do  to  be  brave,  prompt,  and  few 
lute— I  am  confident  that  were  he  President  of  *• 
United  States,  and  should  the  law  be  openly  sein- 
ed, he  could  and  would  enforce  its  execution. 

[Mr.  Linbt,  (speaking  across.)  I  would  reap 
first] 

Ay,  the  Senator  might  resign.  The  Irindlineai of 
hts  heart  and  bis  habitual  indutgence  of  the  wishes 
of  his  constituents  might  induce  it-  That  pram 
nothing.  But  his  energy  could  arrest  what  an 
kindness  might  tolerate.  I  know  very  well  that, 
when  vast  throngs  of  lawless  settlers  shall  hsre 
been  accumulated  on  the  frontier,  it  would  be  si 
odious  task,  and  abhorrent  to  the  feelings  of  every 
American  citizen,  to  attempt  to  remove  them  ty 
the  bayonet.  Happily,  there  never  has  a  n-asttt 
being  in  the  country  suffered  death  in  »uch  a  tfrsg. 
gle  since  the  foundation  of  the  Government.  9* 
I  have  no  doubt  that  this  enlightened  and  »* 
abiding  people,  differing  as  they  do  from  the  pope 
lation  of   any    nation   under    Heaven,  weal 


Jan.  1M1. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  COJNGKESSIUWAL,  IHUOBE. 


51 


9ftm  Cohg.--.2md  Bsaa. 


Pre-emption  Law— Mr*  Linn. 


Senate* : 


their  own  authority  too  much  to  reais 
own  laws.  In  Europe,  indeed,  obedience 
anaat  be  enforced  by  a  forest  of  bayonets,  and  a 
park  of  artillery,  but  here,  in  this  free,  self-governed 
republic,  there  is  no  lav  bat  may  be  enforced  by  the 
constable  and  bis  staff.  Among  my  countrymen, 
ft  little  atrip  of  parchment  in  the  hands  of  a  plainly 
dressed,  unarmed  citizen,  works  Hke  a  charm;  no 
sooner  to  it  exhibited  than  the  uplifted  handrails 
powerless  to  the  side,  and,  hke  genuine  descendants 
of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  it  is  their  pride,  their 
aheiris,  their  glory,  to  bow  to  the  majesty  of  the  laws. 
If,  indeed,  yon  altow  wohle  States  to  be  filled  np 
by  squatters— I  beg  pardon,  I  mean  bjgmtUmm 
who  think  proper  to  set  down  on  land  which  does 
not  belong  to  them,  and  without  any  pretence  of 
title— we  may  prefer  to  pass  a  retrospective  ora- 
tion law  to  pressing  our  demand  and  standing 
i  the  righ's  of  the  Government.  But,  for  the 
rerare,  let  the  President  place  upon  oor  new  lands, 
not  tas  uninformed  soldiers,  with  their  bayonets,  bat 
a  corps  of  his  marshals  and  their,  tipstaves,  and  let 
the  Irst  intruder  be  brought  up  and  tried.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  even  there  a  jury  of  the  vicinage 
weald  convict  and  punish  him. 

(Mr.  Lum  here  shook  his  head  and  said, 
"Haver;  it  has  been  tried,  over  and  over."] 

flSr,  the  failure  most  have  resetted  from  some  in- 
judicious  mode  of  bringing  ap  the  matter.  Let  die 
naked  questions  to  the  jury,  the  isolated  nets  be, 
"whether  there  was  intrusion  into  the  lands,"  and 
"whether  upon  authority  from  this  Government," 
and  all  that  I  dare  to  put  upon  it  I  would  put,  that 
the  verdict  would  generally  conform  to  the  evi- 
In  that  case,  your  judges  would  do  the 


But  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  goes  for  the 
bill  because  Cathe  great  West  most  avail  herself  of 
her  natural  advantages."  I  once  acted  on  that 
principle  in  behalf  of  North  Carolina,  in  the  me- 
morable matter  of  the  branch  mists.  That  bill 
was  to  enable  North  Carolina  to  "avail  herself  of 
her  eoanrof  oiseafafM."  Now,  I  never  yet  rightly 
understood  what  that  phrase,  "natural  advantages," 
;  and  I  eannot  admit  the  argument  which  is 
I  on  it  till  I  understand  it  a  little  better.  And 
especially,  since  that  incomprehensible 
abstraction,  that  oily  phrase,  betrayed  me  into  one 
of  the  errors,  not  to  say  follies,  into  which  I  fear  { 
fefl  when  I  formerly  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this 
Chamber.  The  natural  advantages  of  -the  West; 
ia  what?  In  mere  contiguity  to  the  public  domaial 
m  that  id  They  must  have  the  land  because  they 
an  conveniently  situated  to  take  possession  of  it ! 
Why>  might  not  any  loafer  about  New  York  streets 
plead  the  same  argument?  It  be  not  as  near  to 
the  vaults  of  the  banks  as  our  good  friends  of  the 
West  are  to  the  public  domain?  What  peculiar 
riajbthave  they,  who  have  already  received  so 
much  of  it  as  a  donation,  to  take  the  whole,  be* 
caaae  it  is  near,  while  the  old  States  are  to  get  none 
of  bi  because  they  are  far  off?* 

There  has  scarce  been  a  movement  on  the  sab* 
jectof  these  public  lands  within  the  last  two  years 
that  nas  not  produced  in  my  mind  a  mckneholy 
foreboding  asto  tte  successful  working  of  our  sys- 
tem of  Government.  No  one  can  shot  his  eyes  to 
the  fact  that  these  lands  are  made  the  subject  of  a 
snare  political  game,  in  which  political  leaders 
eofttend  for  the  power  of  vying  with  each  other  as 
to  who  shall  make  the  largest  gift— who  shall  ob- 
taia  the  largest  vote,  from  aliens  and  all.  Some 
disposition  must  be  made  of  this  matter,  if  we 
would  not  be  subjected  to  perpetual  excitemt nts.  I 
have  seen  it  employed  long  enough  as  a  great  stake, 
always  brought  into  our  party  questions,  and  to  it 
wil  continue  to  be  until  it  can  be  finally  and  defi- 
nitely disposed  of,  and  I  hone  it  soon  may  be. 

I  do  not  regard  the  introduction  of  the  subject  of 
distribution  as  at  ail  inoongraous  to  dm  present  bill, 
do  I  regard  the  amendment  the  Senator  from 
i  Carolina  [Mm.  C*ixoim]bas  notified  us  that 
he?  will  offer,  as  presenting  any  incongruity.  I 
moan  not  now  to  dfecusa  either  the  one  or  the 
other.  I  have  long  since,  hovever,  had  them  un- 
der the  maturest  deliberation  that  I  vas  capable  of 
;on  them.    1  have  fixed  and  satisfactory 


opinions  ia  regard  to  both.    They  are  part  and 
parcel  of  this  great  matter  of  the  public  domain. 


They  all  must  be  considered;  they  must  be  decided. 
These  great  interests,  with  all  their  disturbing  in- 
fluences, must  be  withdrawn  from  the  keenly  em- 
bittered and  excising  contests  for  the  highest  office 
in  the  country;  or  these  contests  will  lose  their  pu- 
rity and  dignity,  and  descend  to  the  level  of  a 
scramble  of  mere  mercenaries— a  streggle  between 
political  janizaries  on  one  side,  and  the  honest,  un- 
disciplined, and  generally  betrayed  people  on  the 
other. 

But  this  is  really  a  log  cabin  bill— a  bill  for  the 
poor  man.  I  could  not  but  regret  to  hear  these 
party  'Hatch-words"  introduced  into  this  Chamber, 
and  still  less  could  I  have  desired  to  see  them  in- 
troduced, with  a  sort  of  flourish  of  trumpets,  into 
the  title  of  this  bill.  But  as  they  nave  been  dragged 
in  and  pressed  forward  into  prominence,  it  may  be 
proper  for  us  all  to  deal  with  them. 

I  msy  lay,  then,  that  I  am  pleased  to  see  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  taking  lessons  on  this  subject 
of  log  cabins.  They  have  much  aptitude,  and  I 
doubt  not,  wiih  perseverance,  that  they  may  come, 
in  time,  to  a  respectable  proficiency.  They  have 
manifested,  on  former  occasions,  a  very  commen- 
dable alacrity,  not  to  say  some  sparkles  of  genius 
—perhaps  that  is  too  strong  a  word,  if  genius  is 
supposed  to  be  conversant  with  novelty  and  variety 
—in  seizing  upon  certain  "catch»words,M  and  say- 
ing or  singing  them  to  the  same  tune,  whether 
sleeping  or  awake,  with  a  spirit  of  most  admirable 
perseverance.  Wh  >  hss  not  beard  the  euphonious 
sounds  of  Bank!  Bank  I  Monster!  Monster!  run 
and  rung  again,  throughout  the  whole  gamut? 

These  specimens  inspire  me  with  fair  hopes  that 
gentlemen  will  make  very  respectable  progress  with 
very  extraordinary  effotts.  "4b  hoite  d*ceriu  is  not 
always  an  unwise  maxim;  and  I  see  that  gentlemen 
are  commending  to  themselves  a  sedulous  study  of 
it.  But,  as  I  profess  to  have  made  some  progress 
in  these  log  cabin  doctrines,  I  trust  gentlemen  will 
not  think  me  officious  in  offering  them  some  whole- 
some suggestions  that  may  aid  them  in  their  born 
book. 

Then,  first,  I  will  say  to  gentlemen  that  one  great 
and  radical  mistake  lies  at  the  foundation  of  their 
former  essays.  The  mistake  consists  in  supposing 
that  the  people  of  these  United  States  can  be  ruled, 
governed,  and  subjugated  by  means  of  patronage, 
largesses,  and  party  organization.  For  instance,  a 
bill  that  sets  out  to  squander  the  whole  domain,  be- 
longing to  all,  for  the  benefit  ef  a  few,  is  not  the 
best  way  to  control  the  grand  results  hof  the  elec- 
tive franchise.  I  grant  you  that,  when  people  arc 
cool,  they  may  sit  down  and  chaffer  about  paltry 
matters  of  selfish  interest  They  may  be  swayed 
to  a  certain  extent  But  I  would  commend  to  gen* 
tlemen  the  fact,  worthy  of  all  consideration,  that 
the  great  mass  of  our  people  are  honest,  enthusi- 
astic, devoted  to  liberty,  and  devoted  to  our  institu- 
tions. To  move  the  masp,  you  must  appeal  to  their 
high  and  generous  natures,  to  their  patriotism,  their 
love  of  liberty.  You  must  kindle  them  with  ad* 
miration  of  the  glorious  revolutionary  achieve- 
ments of  their  fathers— awaken  their  hatred  and 
rouse  their  indignation  against  the  tappers  and  mi] 
ncrsof  this  fair  and  happy  Government— against 
the  spoilers  against  the  impatience  that  seeks  to 
subsidize  them  with  their  own  means— against  the 
party  hacks  that  would  harness  them,  and  then  ride 
them  "booted  and  spurred.'9  If  there  be  /est  esaes 
for  these  appeals,  the  mass  will  begin  to  neave,  to 
agitate  frightfully  and  fearfully  from  the  Canadaa 
to  the  Qulf,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  base  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains;  and  what  think  yon  would 
be  the  quieting  effect  of  a  little  pre-emption  bill 
thrown  in  upon  this  wild  commotion,  that  agitates, 
and  heaves,  and  shakes  the  continent?  But  as  the 
minutest  gossamer  in  a  gale  of  wind. 

When  the  log  cabins  shall  be  roused— when  the 
high  aad  enmoaiasno  love  of  liberty  that  charac- 
terizes their  tndwellem  shall  be  strung  up  to  inten- 
sity, men  snap  go  the  meshes  of  party;  than  pa- 
tronage and  Urges***,  whether  in  lands  or  money, 
are  lost  sight  of  or  scorned.  And  these  indwellers, 
too  pure,  too  incorrupt,  too  untainted  by  the  artifi- 
ciaUuesof  high  life  to  be  wrought  upon,  come  as 
the  winds  or  as  the  "rushing  of  many  waters1'  to 
the  rescue  of  their  Constitntion  and  their  liberty. 

You  cannot  here,  aa  in  old  Rone,  gain  the  people 


at  pleasure  by  largesses  of  corn,  or  money,  or 
office;  nor  wUl  it  do  any  belter  to  give  them  land* 
No.  When  they  have  risen  up,  as  of  late,  as  by 
the  sound  of  the  tocsin,  to  drive  from  power  men 
who  they  believed  had  grossly  abused  their  trusts, 
their  force  will  be  found  irresistible. 

This  log  cabin  movement  is  no  more  like  the  tit* 
tie  feverish  excitements  got  up  by  parry  trick  and 
machinery  aad  bribery,  than  mimie  theatrical  many 
der  is  like  the  resistless  bolt  that  leaps  from  she 
cloud,  echoes  and  reverberates  throughout  the  vast 
concave  of  the  heavens,  and  snakes  the  solid  earth 
on  which  we  stand. 

We  have  seen,  for  the  first  time  in  this  country, 
the  attempt  made  to  govern  it  by  the  force  of  pa- 
tronage, of  largesses,  and  party  machinery.  We 
have  seen  a  band  of  officials  at  open  war  with  the 
people  by  whose  breath  they  bad  their  political 
being.  We  have  seen  public  opinion  thwarted, 
scorned,  and  jeered.  We  have  seen  the  moat 
strange,  sodden,  and  portentous  conjunctions— en* 
tirely  new  phenomena  in  our  pottticai  atmosphere. 
We  have  peen  heaven  and  earth  moved  to  susteia 
a  tottering  authority,  a  crumbling  dynasty;  but.  all, 
all  in  vain,  in  vain. 

In  such  a  contest  as  this,  not  all  the  wealth,  of  all 
the  Cavars  would  have  a  panicle  of  inflaenae  ia 
repressing  the  indignant  unbursting  energies  of  the 
popular  power.  The  decree  has  gone  forth  that 
this  Government  is  no  longer  to  be  admini&teredby 
a  system  of  official  bribery.  The  people  require  a 
just  and  equal  action  in  the  system.  They  demand 
it  They  will  get  it.  And,  in  this  matter  of  the 
public  lands,  gentlemen  must  remember  that  now 
States  will  not  always  be  new;  that  they  are  rapid- 
ly becoming  identified  in  interest  with  the  old}  and 
I  tell  my  honorable  friend  [Mr.  Lin  a]  that  even 
Missouri,  before  many  years,  will  be  found  to  stand 
side  by  side  with  North  Carolina  <  n  the  land  ques- 
tion, as  would  her  gallant  population  now,  upon 
any  exigency  menacinaafrom  abroad  the  honor,  the 
independence,  or  the  integrity,  of  this  our  glorious 
Union. 

Mr.  LINN  said  that  the  remarks  of  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  North  Carolina  having  made  it 
imperative  on  him  to  say  something  in  the  way  of 
reply,  in  following  the  honorable  gentlemen,  he 
would  endeavor  to  be  a  little  more  argumentative 
and  a  little  less  complimentary.  There  were  few 
gentlemen  toward  whom,  personally,  Mr.  L.  che- 
rished a  higher  degree  of  esteem.  His  brilliant  ta- 
lents, the  Senate  would  all  confess.  In  the  re* 
marks  submitted  by  Mr.  L.  in  a  previous  period  of 
the  debate,  he  bad  assumed  the  position  that  thai 
Government  had  adopted  the  pre-emption  system 
from  the  very  beginning;  and  Mr.  L.  was  in  fa- 
vor of  keeping  the  beginning,  the  middle,  aad 
the  end  in  consistency  with  each  other,  and  tor 
preserving  a  principle  on  which  our  country 
itself  had  been  butt  up.  He  did  not  forget  our 
origin.  It  was  of  the  humblest  and  simplest 
kind.  We  had  taken  possession  of  the  country 
as  though  we  acted  under  the  command  given  ia 
the  1st  chapter  of  Genesis— 'Increase  and  multiply, 
and  replenish  the  land  and  subdue  it"    We  wen 


all  land  stealers.  The  charge  lay  against  the  whole 
Americas  people.  They  bad  stolen,  so  to  speak, 
or  conquered,  as  others  chose  to  express  it,  or 
cheated  the  Indians  out  of  it,  which  was  probebfor 
nearer  the  oath*  This  general  statement  would 
apply  as  much  to  our  fathers  as  to  ourselves.  On 
this  principle  our  country  had  begun— on  this  it  bad 
proceeded  and  growo,  and  would  condone  to  grow. 
He  defied  any  one  to  gainsay  this  statement,  or  to 
prevent  the  onward  progress  of  our  population,  Aa 
they  advanced,  like  a  mighty  army,  to  subdue  the 
wilderness,  sjhey  were  always  in  advance  of  the 
laws  of  this  Govevernment,  and  would  always  con- 
tinue to  be  so.  Ia  support  of  this  assertion,  Mr.  L. 
had  referred  to  what  had  been  so  well  stated  by  his 
friend  from  Arkansas,  over  the  way,  who  aad 
stated  facts  going  to  show  that  the  whole  force  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States  would  be  insufficient 
effectually  to  remove  that  band  ef  settlers  Who  chose 
to  set  themselves  down  on  the  public  lands.  Our 
forefathers  had  all  been  squatters.  By  what  be 
must  consider  an  iniquitous  treaty  with  aa  Indian 
tribe,  Congress  had  taken  off  a  large  tract  of  terri- 
tory, which  had  formerly  been  included  within  the 
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bonnds  of  Arkansas,  and,  in  consequence,  ail  those 
who  bad  settled  upon  upon  it  were  ordered  to  re- 
moves and,  as  they  shewed  no  disposition  to  do  so, 
a  military  force  had  been  employed  to  remove 
them.  They  went  into  the  country  and  drove  off 
the  squatters,  but  the,  moment  the  soldiers'  backs 
were  turned,  the  squatters  came  back,  and  so  they 
oontinued  to  do  until,  at  length,  they  carried  thvir 
point,  and  received  from  the  Government  pre  emp- 
lien  rights.  What  could  more  plainly  show  how 
vain  must  be  the  attempt  to  drive  them  by  military 
force  from  the  entire  extent  of  the  public  domain?  * 
.  Mr.  L.  had  a  practical  reply  in  regard  to  what 
the  gentleman  from  (forth  Carolina  [Mr.  Man- 
omc]  had  said  about  lips'aves,  and  the  profound 
regard  of  all  American  people  for  the  majesty  of 
the  law.  Suits  had,  in  a  great  number  of  cases, 
been  instituted  against  the  settlers  as  trespassers, 
but  as  often  as  the  case  had  gone  to  a  jury,  to  of- 
ten had  the  verdict  regularly  and  uniformly  been 
given  against  the  Government,  which  bad  thus  in- 
effectually expended  many  thousand  dollars.  How 
was  this  practice  erer  to  be  restrained?  To  do  it 
by  the  constable  and  his  staff  had  been  tried  in 
vain,  and  there  remained  but  one  other  alternative, 
which  was  utteily  abhorrent  from  the  feeling  of 
every  American  citizen.  Could  any  gentleman 
cherish  the  belief  that  the  American  people  could 
stand  tamely  by  and  see  their  fellow-citizens  de- 
stroyed by  military  force,  for  the  offence  of  build- 
ing a  cabin  and  cutting  down  a  few  trees  on  a 
tract  of  wild  land  belonging  to  the  public?  For 
Mr.  L.*s  part,  had  he  an  enemy  in  the  world— and 
he  believed  he  had  but  very  few—he  wouid  not 
wish  him  a  greater  punishment  than  that  he  should 
be  the  man  to  issue  the  order  for  au  attack  of  this 
description  on  poor  unarmed  cultivators  of  the  soil, 
and  their  helpless  women  and  children.  Sure  he 
was  that  the  scorpion  siingavof  that  man's  own  con- 
science would  be  a  punishment  too  heavy  for  him 
to  bear.  To  that  Mr.  L.  would  be  content  to  leave 
htm.  Besides,  no  President  conld  ever  get  the  gal- 
lant officers  and  soldiers  of  the  American  army  to 
enforce  the  law  against  these  people  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet.  As  he  had  already  remarked,  this 
band  of  pioneers  preceded  the  law,  and  when  they 
had  opened  the  wilderness,  Government  by  degrees 
brought  the  law  up  to  them;  and  when  things  had 
reached  this  point,  the  settlers  prayed  for  a  pre- 
emption law  to  heal  the  breach,  and  Congress  had 
always  granted  it.  What !  would  the  Government 
grant  a  remedial  act  to  cover  the  delinquency  of 
every  petty  bank  in  the  United  Statei  that  violated 
its  charter  by  suspending  specie  payment*,  and  re- 
fuse a  similar  act  to  the  thousands  of  hardy  settlers, 
whose  only  offence  was  that  they  had,  by  their  la- 
bor, given  value  to  the  public  domain? 

Mr.  L.  would  not  ramble  into  general  politics, 
nor  attempt  a  reply  to  gentlemen  who  had  spoken 
so  warmly  about  offering  bribes  to  the  American 
people.  If  an  enormous,  if  a  tremendous  bribe 
ever  had  been  offered  to  them,  it  certainly  was  the 
distribution  bill;  and  yet  that  was  an  unpopular 
measure  in  the  new  States.  Mr.  L.  held  in  his 
hand  the  tot  law  which  had  ever  been  passed  by 
Congress  to  turn  men  off  from  the  public  domain. 
It  had  been  first  pointed  out  by  the  late  Judge 
While,  and  its  object  was  to  prevent  those  who 
held  inchoate  grants  from  going  on  to  turvey  the 
public  lands.  Congress  had  admitted  the  grant  of 
a  Spanish  Governor  to  be  valid  if  made  before  the 
90th  September,  1803,  in  lower  Louisiana,  or  before 
the  10th  March,  1804,  in  upper  Louisiana.  It  was 
considered  somewhat  hard  that  a  grant,  if  made  on 
the  9th  of  March,  should  be  valid,  an*  if  by  the 
same  Governor  on  the  10th  of  March,  good  for  no- 
thing. Cases  went  up  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
there  it  was  decided  that  ne  grant  should  be  valid 
until  the  land  was  surveyed.  As  soon  as  this  was 
known,  the  settlers  commenced  surveying  but  here 
■a law  of  Congress  imposing  a  fine  of  J1,000,  and 
threatening  imprisonment  to  any  grantee  who 
should  go  on  the  land  for  the  purpose  of  survey: 
This  Mr.  L.  had  denominated  an  iniquitous  law, 
and  so  he  held  it  to  bej  but  it  proved  in  effect  a 
dead  letter. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina  had 
said  that  he  would  not  treat  this  question  of  public 
lands  as  a  mere  matter  of  dollars  and  cents,  but  J 


would  look  at  it  as  a  stales mau.  If  he  did  so,  be 
would  take  into  view  all  the  powerful  considera- 
tions which  urged  men  to  settle  on  the  public  do- 
main; and,  so  far  from  squandering  the  public 
lands,  would  go  with  Mr.  L.  for  applying  their  en- 
tire proceeds  to  the  support  and  increase  of  the 
navy,  and  for  providing  for  the  public  defences  of 
the  country. 

Tuesday,  January  13,1841. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the 
public  land*,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the 
same,  and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  spe- 
cial order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up,  the  question 
being  on  the  proposition  by  Mr.  Crittendin  to  re- 
commit the  bill,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill 
to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  States,  which  Mr.  Calhoun 
offered  to  amend,  by  substituting  a  bill  to  cede  the 
pub'ic  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  upon 
certain  conditions. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said:  I  regard  the  question  of 
the  public  lands,  next  to  that  of  the  currency,  the 
most  dangerous  and  difficult  of  all  which  demand 
the  attention  of  the  country  and  the  Government  at 
this  important  juncture  of  our  affairs.  I  do  not 
except  a  protective  tariff,  for  I  cannot  believe,  after 
what  we  have  experienced,  that  a  measure  can 
again  be  adopted,  which  has  done  more  to  corrupt 
the  morals  of  the  country,  public  and  private,  to 
disorder  its  currency,  derange  its  business,  and  to 
weaken  and  endanger  its  free  institutions,  than 
any  other,  except  the  paper  system,  with  which  it 
is  so  intimately  allied. 

In  offering  the  amendment  I  propose,  I  do  not 
intend  to  controvert  the  justice  of  the  eulogium 
which  has  been  se  often  pronounced  on  our  land 
system,  in  the  course  of  this  discussion.  On  the 
contrary,  I  believe  that  it  was  admirably  adjusted 
to  effect  its  object,  when  first  adopted;  but  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  a  measure,  to  be  perfect, 
must  be  adapted  to  circumstances,  and  that  great 
changes  have  taken  place,  in  the  lapse  of  fifty 
years,  since  the  adoption  of  our  land  system. 
At  that  time,  the  vast  region  now  covered 
by  the  new  States,  which  have  grown  op  on  the 
publio  domain,  belonged  to  foreign  powers,  or 
wis  occupied  by  numerous  Indian  tribes,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  sparse  sett'ements,  on  the  in- 
considerable tracts  to  which  the  title  of  the  Indians 
was  at  that  time  extinguished.  Since  then,  a 
mighty  change  has  taken  place.  Nine  States  have 
sprung  up  as  if  by  magic,  with  a  population  not 
less,  probably,  than  two-fifths  of  the  old  States,  and 
destined  to  surpass  them  in  a  few  years  in  num- 
bers, power,  and  influence.  That  a  change  so 
mighty  should  so  derange  a  system  intended  for  an 
entirely  different  condition  of  things  as  to  render 
important  changes  necessary  to  adapt  it  to  present 
circumstances,  is  no  more  than  might  have  been 
anticipated.  It  would,  indeed,  have  been  a  mira- 
cle had  it  been  otherwise;  and  we  ought  not,  there* 
fore,  to  be  surprised  thai  the  operation  of  the  sys- 
tem should  afford  daily  evidence  that  it  is  not  only 
demised,  but  deeply  deranged,  and  that  its  de- 
rangement is  followed  by  a  train  of  evils  that 
threaten  disaster,  unless  a  timely  and  efficient  re* 
medy  should  be  applied.  I  would  ask  those  who 
think  differently,  and  who  believe  the  system 
still  continued  to  work  well,  was  it  no  evil,  that 
session  after  session,  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve 
years,  Congress  should  be  engaged  in  angry  and 
deeply  agitating  discussions,  growing  out  of  the 
public  lands,  in  which  one  side  should  be  denounced 
as  the  friends,  and  the  other  as  the  enemies,  of  the 
new  States?  Was  the  increasing  violence  of  this  agi- 
tation, from  year  to  year,  and  threatening  ultimately, 
not  only  the  loss  of  the  public  domain,  but  the 
tranquillity  and  peace  of  the  country,  no  evil?  Is 
it  well  that  one-third  of  the  time  of  Congress  is 
consumed  in  legislating  on  subjects  directly  or  in- 
directly connected  with  the  public  lands,  thereby 
prolonging  the  sessions  proportionally,  and  adding  to 
the  expense  upwards  of  $800,000  annually?  Is  it 
no  evil  that  the  Government  should  own  half  the 
lands  within  the  limits  of  nine  members  of  this 
Union,  and  over  which  they  can  exercise  no  au- 
thority or  control?    It  it  nothing  that  the  domain 


of  so  many  States  should  be  under  the  exelmin 
legislation  and  guardianship  'of  this  Govern- 
ment, contrary  to  the  genius  of  the  Consti- 
tution, which,  intending  to  leave  to  each 
State  the  regulation  of  its  local  and  pass- 
liar  concerns,  delegated  to  the  Union  those  oah 
in  which  all  had  a  common  interest  If  to  aU 
these  be  added  the  vast  amount  of  patronage  exer- 
cised by  this  Government  through  the  nudism  of 
the  public  lauds,  over  the  new  States,  and  through 
them,  over  the  whole  Union,  and  the.  nernidoas 
influence  thereby  brought  to  bear  on  all  other  sub- 
jects of  legislation,  can  it  be  denied  that  many  and 
great  evils  result  from  the  system  as  it  now  ope- 
rates, which  call  aloud  for  some  speedy  and  effi- 
cient remedy? 

But  why  frhonld  I  look  beyond  the"  question  be- 
fore us  to  prove,  by  the  confession  of  ail,  that  there 
is  gome  deep  disorder  in  the  system?  Then  an 
now  three  measures  before  tho  Senate,  each  pro- 
posing important  changes,  and  the  one,  or  the  other, 
receiving  the  support  of  every  member  of  the  body; 
even  of  those  who  cry  out  against  changes.  It  v 
too  late,  then,  to  deny  the  disordered  state  of  the 
system.  The  disease  is  admitted,  and  the  our/ 
question  is,  what  remedy  shall  be  applied. 

I  object  both  to  the  bill,  and  the  ammdiarnt 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from    Kentoeky,  (Mr. 
CnrrTBHDBM]     because,    regarded   as    remedial 
measures,    they    are    both     inappropriate   and 
inadequate.     Neither    pre-emption,    nor   dntri 
button  of  the  revenue,  received  from  the  public 
lands,  can  have  any  possible  effect  in  eorrausf 
the  disordered  action  of  the  system.    I  put  the 
question,  would  one  or  the  other  contribute  in  the 
smallest  degree  to  diminish  the  patronage  of  the 
Government,  or  the  time  consumed  on  qieitioai 
growing  out  of  the  public  lands,  or  shorten  the 
duration  of  the  sessions,  or  withdraw  the  action  of 
the  Government  over  so  large  a  part  of  the  domain  of 
the  new  States,  and  place  them  and  their  representa- 
tives here,  on  the  same  independent  footing  with  the 
old  States  and  their  representatives,  or  arrest  theaa- 
gry  and  agitating  discussions  which  year  after  yen 
distract  our  councils  and  threaten  so  much  ail- 
chief  to  the  country?    Far  otherwise  would  be  the 
effect     It  would  but  increase  the  evil,  by  bringai 
into  more  decided  conflict,  the  interests  of  the  new 
and  old  States.    Of  all  the  ills  that  conld  befall 
them,  the  former  would  regard  the  distribution  at 
the  greatest,  while  the  latter  would  look  on  thepnv 
empiion  system,  proposed  by  the  bill,  as  little  snort 
of  an  open  system  of  plunder,  if  we  may  jades 
from  the  declarations  which  we  have  heard  la  the 
course  of  the  debate. 

As,  then,  neither  can  correct  the  disease,  the 
question  is,  what  remedy  can)  I  have  given  to 
this  question  the  most  deliberate  and  careful  exami- 
nation, and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  than 
is,  and  can  be,  no  remedy  short  of  cession  est- 
sion  to  the  States  respectively  within  which  the 
lands  are  situated.  The  disease  lies,  ia  ownership 
and  administration?  and  nothing  short  of  parting 
with  both  can  reach  it.  Part  with  them,  and  yea 
will  at  once  take  away  one-third  of  the  business  of 
Congress;  shorten  its  sessions  ia  the  same  propor- 
tion, with  a  corresponding  saving  of  expense;  tot 
off  a  large  and  most  dangerous  portion  of  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  Government;  arrest  these  angry  sad 
agitating  discussions,  which  do  so  much  to  album* 
the  good  feelings  of  the  different  portions  of  the 
Union,  and  disturb  the  general  course  of  Jegms* 
tion,  and  endanger  ultimately  the  loss  of  the  pub- 
lic domain.  Retain  them,  and  they  must  continue, 
almost  without  mitigation,  apply  what  palliatives 
you  may.    It  is  the  ail-eanVaent  and  only  remedy. 

Thus  far  would  seem  dear.  I  do  not  ass  how 
il  is  possible  for  any  one  to  doubt  that  cession  woaJd 
reach  the  evil,  and  that  it  is  the  only  remedy  that 
would.  If,  then,  there  should  beany  objection,  it  osa 
be  to  the  terms  or  conditions  of  the  cession.  If 
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these  can  be  so  adjusted  ss  to  give  i 
the  lands  shall  be  as  faithfully  managed  by  the 
theStatesasby  wis  .Government,  and  that  ail  the 
interests  involved  shall  be  as  well,  or  better  assured 
than  under  the  existing  system,  nil  that  conld  hi 
desired  would  be  effected,  and  sdl  objections  re- 
moved to  the  final  and  quiet  settlement  of  this  great, 
vexed,  and  dangerous  question.  In  saying  all  objee- 
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tions,  I  hold  that  the  right  of  disposing  of  them 
as  proposed,  especially  when  demanded  by  high 
considerations  of  policy,  and  when  it  can  be  done 
without  pecuniary  loss  to  the  Government,  as  I 
■hall  hereafter  show,  cannot  be  fairly  denied.  The 
Constitution  gives  to  Congress  the  unlimited  right 
of  disposing  of  the  public  domain,  and  of  coarse, 
without  any  other  restrictions  than  what  ihe  nature 
of  that  trust  and  terms  of  cession  may  Impose, 
neither  of  which  forbid  their,  cession  in  the  manner 
proposed. 

That  the  conditions  can  be  so  adjusted,  I 
cannot  doobt  I  have  carefully  examined  the 
whole  ground,  and  can  perceive  no  difficulty 
that  cannot  be  surmounted.  I  feel  assured 
that  all  which  is  wanting  is  to  attract  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  to  the  vast  importance  of 
doing  something  that  will  effectually  arrest  the 
great  and  growing  evil,  resulting  from  the  applica- 
tion of  the  system,  as  it  exists,  to  that  portion  of  the 
public  domain  ly  Log  in  the  new  States.  That  done, 
the  intelligence  and  wisdom  of  the  body  will  be  at 
no  loss  to  adjust  the  details  in  soch  manner  as  will 
effectually  guard  every  interest,  and  secure  its 
steady  and  fsithfol  management. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  adopted  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  introduced  originally  by  myself,  and 
twice  reported  on  favorably  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  as  the  amendment  I  intend  to  offer  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  CnrrrxuDEV,]  as  containing  the  general  out- 
lines of  the  conditions  and  provisions  on  which  the 
lands  may  be  disposed  of  to  the  States  with  safety 
and  advantage  to  the  interest  of  the  Government 
and  the  Union,  and  great  benefit  to  those  States. 
The  details  may,  no  doubt,  be  greatly  improved; 
for  which  I  rely  on  the  intelligence  of 
the  body,  and  critical  examination  of  the 
committee,  should  the  amendment  be  adopted 
and  referred.  At  the  present  stage,  I  regard  no- 
thing but  the  great  principles  on  which  it  rests,  and 
its  outlines,  to  be  at  issue;  and  I  do  hope,  that  all 
who  may  concur  with  me  on  principle,  will  give 
the  amendment  their  support,  whatever  imperfec- 
tion they  may  suppose  to  exist  in  its  modifications. 
A  measure  relating  to  a  question  so  vast  and  com- 
plicated, can  be  perfected  in  its  details,  however 
sound  the  principles  on  which  it  rests,  or  correct  its 
general  outlines,  only  by  the  joint  consultation  and 
counsel.  With  these  remark?,  it  will  not  be  ne- 
cessary for  me,  at  this  stage,  to  give  more  than  a 
general  summary  of  the  provisions  of  the  proposed 
amendment. 

Its  object  is  to  instruct  tbe  committee  so  to 
amend  the  bill,  as  to  dispose  of  all  the  public  lands, 
ryins?  in  the  Sta'es  of  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Missis- 
sippi, Arkansas,  Missouri.  Illinois,  Michigan, 
Ohio,  and  Indiana,  with  the  exception  of  sites 
for  forts,  navy  and  dock  yard*,  arsenals,  ma- 
gazines, and  other  public  buildings;  tbe  ces- 
sion not  to  take  place  till  after  tbe  30th  Jane, 
1842,  and  then  only  on  the  States  respectively  agree- 
ing to  the  conditions  prescribed  in  the  amendment; 
mtat  ir,  to  pass  acts  irrevocable  to  adhere  to  those 
condition?,  tbe  most  prominent  of  which  is  to  pay 
annually,  on  a  day  fixed,  to  the  United  States,  65 
per  cent,  of  the  gross  proceeds  of  ihe  sales  of  the 
lands;  that  the  land  laws,  as  they  now  stand,  and 
as  proposed  to  be  modified  by  the  amendment,  shall 
remain  unchanged,  except  with  the  content  of  Con- 
gress; that  the  cession  shall  be  in  futl  of  the  5  per 
cent,  fund  thereafter  to, accrue  to  those  State*;  that 
they  shall  be  exclusively  liable  for  the  cost  ot  sur- 
veys, sales,  extinction  or  Indian  titles,  and  manage 
at  generally;  that  the  Stales  may,  within  certain 
ribed  limits,  gradually  redoce  th*  price  of  the 
i  that  may  remain  unsold  after  having  been 
offered  for  f ale  ten  year*  or  upwards;  may  grant, 
for  a  limited  period,  the  right  of  pre-emption  for 
ninety  days  to  the  actual  settlers,  at  each  step  in 
the  redaction  of  price;  and  finally,  that  if  the  con- 
ditions of  cession  be  vio.'aed  by  a  State  if*  any  par- 
ticular, all  titles  or  grants  to  land  thereafter  sold 
fey  the  State  to  be  nnll  and  void — thus  giving  the 
measure  the  force  and  solemnity  of  a  compact,  and 
placing  the  whole  under  the  protection  of  the  courts, 
'which  would  pronounce  the  titles  to  be  void,  if 
~ !  after  an  infraction  of  the  conditions  of  the 


It  is  not  my  intention  to  go  into  an  investigation 
°f  these  various  conditions  at  this  time.  On  a 
question  of  reference,  where  the  principle  only  is  at 
teue,  it  is  not  necessary.  It  is  sufficient  to  say 
mat  the  leading  object  is  to  make  as  little  change  in 
the  land  system,  as  it  now  exists,  as  is  consistent 
with  the  object  in  view,  and  to  adopt  such  provisions 
as  will  enforce  the  faithful  performance  of  the  terms 
of  cession  on  the  part  of  the  States,  with  the  least 
compensation  for  their  expense  and  trouble,  and 
loss  to  tbe  Government,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view ,  consistent  with  the  arrangement.  If  it  can 
be  made  to  appear  that  there  are  reasonab'e  grounds 
to  bejieve  that  tbe  States  will  faithfully  comply 
with  these  conditions  and  that  there  will  be  no 
pecuniary  loss  to  tbe  Government,  compared  with 
the  system  as  it  now  itands,  in  consequence  of  tbe 
proposed  disposition,  it  would  seem  difficult  to 
conceive  what  substantial  objection  thsre  can  be 
to  the  measuie. 

I  am  thus  brought  to  the  great,  I  might  say  the 
only  question  admitting  a  doubt  as  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  tbe  measure.  Will  the  States  adheie  to 
their  contract?  or,  to  express  it  -differently,  would 
there  he  dinger  that  the  Government  would  lose 
the  land,  in  consequence  of  the  Sta'es  refusing  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  cession?  And  if 
not,  will  the  pecuniary  loss  to  the  Government  be 
such  as  to  make  it  inexpedient,  even  if  there  be 
full  assurance  that  the  terms  of  cession  will  not 
be  violated? 

Before  I  enter  on  tbe  discussion  of  these  impor- 
tant points,  it  will  be  proper  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  the  extent  of  ihe  interest  that  would  be  em- 
braced in  the  cession.  Without  i%  there  would  be 
but  an  imperfect  conception  of  the  subjec'. 

The  quantity  of  public  lands  lying  in  the  new 
States,  and  embraced  in  the  amendment,  was  esti- 
mated to  be,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1840,  about 
160,000,000  of  acres.  It  has  been  reduced  since 
by  sales,  the  exact  quantity  not  known;  but  it  will 
not  materially  vary  the  amount.  The  Indian  title 
has  been  extinguished  to  nearly  the  whole,  and 
about  three- fourths  has  been  surveyed  and  platted, 
of  which  a  larger  part  has  been  long  in  the  market 
(much,  more  than  twenty  years)  and  has  been 
picked  and  culled,  over  and  over  again,  with  the 
view  of  taking  all  worth  having,  at  tbe  present 
price,  even  during  the  great  expansion  of  currency, 
and  consequent  rise  in  price,  and  speculation  in 
public  lands,  in  1835,  '36,  and  »37.  If  compared 
in  qaantity  to  the  remainder  of  the  public  domain, 
it  will  be  found  to  be  not  equal  to  one-sixth  part  of 
the  whole.  la  this  respect,  it  is  a  *far  more  limited 
measure  than  that  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  to  which  mine  Is  an  amendment.  That 
embraces  not  only  the  proceeds  of  the  whole  public 
domain,  exceeding  1,000,000,000  acres,  but  in- 
cludes, in  addition,  the  large  sums  drawn  from  the 
duties  on  imports,  which  are  annually  expended  on 
i's  sales  and  management,  all  of  which  he  proposes 
permanently  to  distribute.  It  is  also  more  limited 
in  its  application  than  the  orginal  bill,  which  em- 
braces all  the  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  is  ex- 
tinguished, as  well  Territories  as  States,  which 
greatly  exceeds  the  quantity  lying  in  the  latter. 

Having  now  shown  the  object  and  tl  e  character 
with  the  scope  of  this  measure,  I  shall  next  pro- 
ceed to  the  great,  and  I  must  say,  in  my  opinion, 
the  only  ques.ion  that  admits  of  controvery — will 
the  States  adhere  faithfully  to  the  terms  of  the  ces- 
sion? Or,  on  the  contrary,  will  they  violate  a  com- 
pact solemnly  entered  into,  on  just  and  liberal  prin- 
ciples, mutually  beneficial  to  bo'h,  and  which  will 
place  them,  as  to  their  domain,  on  the  same  inde- 
pendent footing  on  which  the  other  States  stand? 

I  would  ask,  at  the  outset,  is  there  any  thing  in 
their  history  to  justify  a  suspicion  of  a  want  of 
good  faith?  Have  they  been  in  the  habit  of  vio- 
lating contracts?  If  so,  point  out  a  single  instance? 
Instead  of  giving  ground  to  excite  suspicion,  I  re- 
joice to  say  their  bisu  ry  affords  many  and  striking 
examples  of  exact  and  faithful  compliance  with 
their  engagements.  They  all  have  standing  com- 
pacts with  the  Government,  entered  into  on  their 
admission  into  the  Union,  which  impose  important 
limitations  on  what  otherwise  would  be  their  un- 
questioned right  as  independent  members  of  the 
Union;  and,  among  other*,  the  important  one,  not 


only  of  not  taxing  the  vast  portion  of  their  domain 
held  by  the  United  States  within  their  limits,  but 
also,  for  the  period  of  five  years  after  sale,  the  por- 
tion held  by  purchasers.  To  their  honor  be  it  said, 
that  in  the  long  period  which  has  elapsed  from  the 
admission  of  the  oldest  of  these  States,  there  has 
not  been  a  single  instance  of  a  violation  on  their 
part  of  their  plighted  faith.  With  so  striking  au 
example  of  fidelity  to  engagements,  with  what  jus* 
ticc  can  it  be  objected  that  the  States  will  violate 
their  plighted  faith  to  a  contract  every  way  advan-  * 
tageous  to  them,  as  welt  as  the  rest  of  the  Union? 

Bui  I  take  higher  ground,  and  put  the  question, 
with  what  propriety  can  we  object  to  the  want  of 
faith  on  the  part  pf  the  Slates  to  their  engagement*? 
What  is  our  Constitution  but  a  compact  between 
the  States;  and  how  do  we  hold  seats  here  but  in 
virtue  of  that  compact?  And  is  it  for  us  to  turn 
round  and  question  the  faith  on  which  our  system 
stands,  and  through  which  we  have  our  political 
existence;  and  this,  too,  wnen  it  is  notorious  that 
the  State  Governments  hare  adhered  with  far  mora 
fidelity  than  this  to  the  constitutional  compact? . 
Many  and  great  violations  are  charged,  and  truly 
charged  to  us,  wbiie  few,  very  few,  can  be  justly 
attributed  to  them. 

But,  admitting  there  might  be  danger  of  losing 
the  lands,  should  they  be  disposed  of  as  proposed, 
from  the  want  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
States,.  I  boldly  assert  that  the  danger  of  their  being 
lost  is  far  greater,  if  the  present  system  should  un- 
fortunately be  continued,  and  that,  too,  under  cir- 
cumstances vastly  more  disastrous  to  tbe  peace  and 
safety  of  tbe  Union.  What  I  have  asserted  comes 
from  deep  and  solemn  conviction,  resulting  from 
along  and  careful  examination 'of  this  vast  and 
complicated  subject. 

Those  who  have  not  given  special  attention  to 
it,  and  the  progress  of  our  land  system,  can  form 
no  just  conception  of  the  danger  to  which  the  pun* 
lie  lands  are  exposed.  The  danger  is  two-fold: 
that  they  will  be  lost  by  the  mere  progress  of  settle- 
ment, without  payment,  in  consequence  of  the  vast 
quantity  beyond  the  wants  of  the  country,  to  which 
the  Indian  title  is  extinguished;  and  if  that  should 
not  be  ibe  case,  they  will  be  from  the  growing  con- 
flict between  the  old  and  new  States,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rapid  increase  of  the  latter,  and  the 
great  difference  in  their  respective  views  of  the 
policy  proper  to  be  adopted  in  reference  to  them. 
Both  causes  are  operating  with  powerful  effect; 
and  if  they  do  not  speedily  attract  the  attention  of 
the  Government  and  the  country,  th»y  will  certainly 
terminate  before  long,  either  by  their  separate  or 
joint  actitn,  in  the  loss  of  the  public  domain.  No* 
thing  but  a  full  understanding  of  the  causes  of  dan- 
ger,- and  the  application  of  prompt  and  efficient  re- 
medy, can  prevent  it;  and  what  I  propose  is  to  pre- 
sent a  brief  sketch  of  my  views  in  reference  to 
both. 

As  important  as  it  i«,  few  have  turned  the  atten- 
tion it  deserves  to  the  almost  miraculous  extension 
of  our  lands>siem.  In  the  comparatively  short 
time  in  which  it  bai  been  in  operation,  the  Indian 
title  has  been  extinguished,  in  round  numbers,  to 
320,000,000  of  acre*,  of  which  there  has  been  sold 
81,000,000,  and  granted  away,  for  vagous  pur- 
poses, 12,600,000,  leaving  in  the  possession  of  the 
Government,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1840,  226,- 
000,000,  a  larger  portion  of  which  is  surveyed, 
platted,  and  in  the  market,  showing  that  the  pro- 
gress of  extinguishing  ibe  titles  of  the  Indians  has 
far  outrun  the  demands  of  the  country  for  Govern- 
ment lands,  as  great  as  it  has  been.  In  fact,  the 
reality  far  exceeds  the  statement,  as  strong  as  that 
is;  for,  of  the  eighty-one  millions  of  acres  sold, 
upwards  of  thirty-eight  millions  were  sold  in  the 
years  1835,  '6  and  '7,  daring  the  great  expansion 
of  the  currency  and  rage  for  speculation  in  lands, 
of  which  but  a  small  portion,  perhaps  not  a  third, 
was  for  settlement;  and  of  the  residue,  a  greater 
part,  say  twenty  millions,  is  still  for  sale  in  the 
hands  of  large  purchasers.  Making  proper  allow- 
ance for  the  speculative  operations  of  those  years, 
the  actual  sale  of  the  public  lands  for  settlement, 
during  tbe  period  of  fifty  years,  which  has  elapsed 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Government,  would  not 
probably  exceed  sixty  millions  of  acres,  about  one\ 
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fourth  as  much  as  that  to  which  the  Indian  title  is 
now  extinguished. 

But  "numbers  can  give  bat  a  very  imperfect  con- 
ception of  the  rest  extent  of  the  region  to  which 
the  Indian  title  is  extinguished,  and  of  which  the 
Government  is  the  sole  and  exclusive  proprietor. 
To  form  a  correct  idea  of  its  great  magnitude,  it 
wilt  be  necessary  to  compare  it  to  portions  of  the 
Union,  the  extent  of  which  is  familiar  to  all.  To 
enable  me  to  do  that,  a  fiiend  has  famished  me 
with  a  statement,  from  which  it  appears  that  if  all 
the  land  now  nnsold,  and  to  which  the  In.lian  title 
ia  extinguished,  was  grouped  together,  it  would  be 
equal  in  extent  to  all  New  England,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  and  a  third  of  North  Carolina.  But  this 
falls  far  short  of  the  vast  extent  of  the  region 
throughout  which  it  lies  dispersed— a  region  equal- 
ling all  the  old  Atlantic  States,  taking  in  all  Flori- 
da, the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  and 
half  of  Tennessee.  Into  this  vast  and  unoccupied 
domain,  our  people,  with  a  multitude  of  foreigners, 
are  pouring  yearly  in  one  incessant  tide,  by  thou- 
sands on  thousands,  seeking  new  homes,  some  with 
the  means  of  purchasing,  who  select  the  be;t  lands; 
others  with  insufficient  means,  who  select  their  place, 
and  settle,  with  the  hope  of  purchasing  in  a  short 
tbne;  and  a  large  clas*  without  means,  who  set- 
tle on  spots,  without  any  fixed  intention  but  tore 
main  so  long  as  they  are  undisturbed,  generally  on 
tracts  of  inferior  quality  having  the  advantage  of 
aspring,with  a  small  portion  of  more  fertile  land,  suffi  • 
dent  for  their  limited  cultivation,  but  not  sufficient 
to  induce  a  purchaser  to  take  it  at  the  Government 
price.  This  class  of  settlers  has  greatly  increased,  if 
I  am  correctly  informed,within  the  last  ten  or  fifteen 
years,  and  are  rapidly  and  ttill  increasing,  especi- 
ally in  the  West  and  Southwestern  States,  where  the 
proportion  of  good  to  inferior  land  is  comparatively 
small,  and  must  continue  to  increase  with  accele- 
rated rapidity,  so  long  as  the  present  land  system 
remains  as  it  is. 

Those  who  have  had  an  opportunity  of  witness- 
ing the  effect  of  such  occupancy  on  the  minds  of 
the  settlers,  will  not  be  at  a  loss  to  anticipate  the 
consequences  which  must  follow  unless  arrested. 
Occupation  long  and  undisturbed,  accompanied  by 
Improvement,  however  limited,  cannot  fail  to  be 
associated  with  the  idea  of  property,  in  the 
soil.  It  is  that,  in  fact,  which  constitutes  the 
primitive  right  in  land.  This  will  be  felt  in  com- 
mon by  all  the  occupants  similarly  situated- 
will  be  sure  to  create  an  ttprit  dt  torp*,  ac- 
companied by  mutual  respect  for  each  others' 
rights,  which  would  not  fail  to  make  it  dan- 
gerous for  any  one  to  disturb  the  rights  of 
another.  This  feeling  will  not  be  long  in 
showing  itself  towards  the  emigrant  intruder,  as  he 
would  be  considered,  coming  in  with  the  view  of 
purchase.  He  would  find  it  not  a  little  hazardous 
to  enter  and  purchase  a  spot  held  by  a  mere  occu- 
pant, or  squatter,  if  you  will,  and  oust  him  of  his 
possession.  In  a  short  time,  no  one  who  regards 
hfs  peace  and  safety,  will  attempt  it;  and  then,  the 
feeling,  which  began  with  the  poorer  cla»,  will  ex- 
tend rsptily  upwards  to  the  more  wealthy,  until, 
finally,  irone  will  look  to  any  other  title  bat  occu- 
pancy and  improvement,  and  all,  the  rich  and  poor, 
will  become  squatters,  with  a  common  interest  to 
maintain  and  defend  each  other,  when  the  public 
lands  will  be  lost,  and  cease  to  be  any  longer  a 
source  of  revenue,  if  nothing  be  done  to  stop  it. 
For  the  truth  of  the  picture  I  appeal  to  the  Sena- 
tors from  the  new  States,  especially  from 
the  Western  and  Southwestern.  We  have  thus 
presented  the  difficult  question,  what  is  to  be  done 
to  remedy  it? 

It  is  perfectly  natural  that  the  first  impression 
should  be,  to  keep  out  intruders  on  the  pub- 
lic lands.  The  lands  belong  to  the  people  of 
die  Union  as  common  property,  and  it  would 
seen!  contrary  to  reason  and  justice,  that  any 
one  should  be  permitted  to  enter  on  and  appro- 
priate the  use  of  that  to  himself,  without  paying 
for  It,  which  belongs  to  all;  and  we  accordingly  find 
not  a  small  portion  of  the  Senate,  who  insist  on  keep- 
ing out  and  expelling  all  intruders  as  the  proper 
remedy.  But  in  this  case,  like  many  others,  we 
must  look  beyond  mare  abstract  right.     What 


seems  so  plausibl*  would,  when  tried,  prove  im- 
practicable. We  need  no  other  proof  than  the 
fact  that  no  Administration  has  ever  undertaken  it, 
even  when  it  would  have  been  an  easy  task,  com- 
paratively to  what  it  now  would  be.  How  is  it  to 
be  done?  By  the  marshals  and  their  deputies?  Can 
they  expel  from  their  homes  the  vast  host  of  occu- 
pants on  the  public  lands,  all  hardy  and  bold  men, 
familiar  with  the  nse  of  the  most  deadly  of  wea- . 
pons?  Would  you  employ  the  army?  It  would  be 
found  almost  ai  impotent  as  the  civil  authority.  If 
the  whole  military  was  employed  in  this  to  the  ne- 
glect of  all  other  service,  there  would  be  more  than 
five  hundred  and  fifty  square  miles  for  each  officer 
and  soldier,  supposing  your  establishment  to  be  full. 
No;  were  it  possible  to  employ  the  military  in  so 
odious  a  service  in  this  free  country,  you  would 
have  to  double  your  force,  at  a  cost  greater  than  the 
annual  income  from  the  land;  and  the  work  would 
be  ever  beginning  and  never  ending.  If  you  drive 
them  away  and  destroy  their  improvements,  as  soon 
as  the  force  was  withdrawn,  they  would  return  to 
their  possession.  I  had  some  experience,  while  Se- 
cretary at  War,  of  the  difficulty  of  expelling  and 
keeping  of  intruders;  and  1  found  that  the  message 
which  brought  intelligence  of  the  withdrawal  of 
the  force  was  immediately  followed  by  that  which 
brought  information  that  the  intruders  had  re- 
turned. 

But  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat] 
deems  all  this  as  merely  imaginary,  and  asserts 
that  intruders  may  readily  be  kept  off  the  public 
lands.  I  will  not  attempt  to  reply  to  his  reason  for 
this  opinion.  He  and  his  political  friends  will  soon 
be  in  power,  with  a  chief  'of  their  own  selection, 
and  in  whose  firmness  and  energy  they  express 
high  confidence.  In  six  weeks  the  tfme  will  come 
round  which  brings  him  into  power,  and  we  shall 
see  what  will  follow.  Without  pretending  to  the 
spirit  of  prophecy,  I  feel  I  hazard  nothing  in  pre- 
dicting, that  what  is  deemed  so  easy  to  be  done 
when  out  of  power,  will  be  pronounced  impracti- 
cable when  in.  The  Senator  would  have  too 
much  prudence  to  give  the  advice,  but,  if  'not,  the 
President  elect  will,  I  conjecture,  have  too  much 
discretion  to  act  on  iL 

If,  however,  I  should  be  mistaken,  and  the  at- 
tempt should  be  made  to  expel  the  occupants  from 
the  public  lands,  I  hazard  nothing  in  predicting 
that  the  Administration  will  go  out  of  power  with 
ten  rimes  the  majority  with  which  it  came  in,  as 
great  as  that  was.  The  bitterest  enemy  could  not 
give  more  iaul  advice. 

If, 4 hen,  this  powerful  tide  of  emigration,  which 
is  flowing  in  on  the  public  lands,  cannot  be  arrested, 
what  ought,  or  can  be  done,  to  prevent  the  loss  of 
the  public  domain,  by  the  action  of  the  causes 
already  explained?  This  is  the  difficult  question. 
In  aw  wer  I  say,  we  must  do  a3  we  are  often  com- 
pelled to  do  in  our  progress  through  life— ac- 
commodate ourselves  to  circumstances;  to  mitigate 
evils  we  cannot  overcome,  and  retard  or  lessen 
those  we  cannot  prevent.  Such  are  the  laws  to 
which  beings  of  our  limited  powers  and  control 
over  events,  must  necessarily  yield. 

Without,  then,  undertaking  the  impossible  task 
of  arresting  the  tide  of  emigration,  or  expelling  the 
settlers,  I  would  advise  the  adoption  of  the  most 
judicious  and  efficient  measures  of  converting  them 
into  freeholders,  rwith  the  least  sacrifice  consistent 
with  effecting  that  object.  The  first  step  towards  this, 
should  be  to  unite  the  interest  of  this  Government 
with  that  of  the  States  within  which  the  lands  lie, 
so  as  to  combine  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
two  for  their  preservation.  Without  it,  nothing 
can  be  dene.  If  they  should  not  be  united,  the 
necessary  consequence  would  be,  that  the  interest 
of  the  States  would  be  invariably  found  to  be  op- 
posed to  that  of  the  Government,  and  its  weight 
thrown  on  the  side  of  the  settlers  on  all  questions 
between  them,  of  which  we  have  daily  proof  in  oar 
proceedings.  In  the  end,  their  united  power  and 
influence  would  prevail.  If  this  indispensable  step 
be  not  taken,  in  a  short  time,  instead  of  gradu- 
ation and  pre  emption,  we  shall  hare  a  demand 
not  to  be  resisted,  for  donations  and  grants  to  the 
settlers.  A  leading  inducement  with  him  to  dispose 
of  the  lands  to  the  States,  was  to  effect  this  impor- 
tant union  of  inlertst.    It  is  the  only  way  by  which 


it  can  be  accomplished,  and  to  render  it  sufficient^ 
strong  to  effect  the  object  intended,  I  am  in  favor 
of  a  liberal  compensation  to  the  States,  for  the  ex- 
pense and  trouble  of  their  management. 

But  something  more  is  indispensable  to  prevent 
me  loss  of  the  lands;  and  that  is,  to  hold  oat  ade- 
quate inducement  to  the  settlers  to  become  free- 
holders by  purchasing  the  land*    This  can  be  ef- 
fected with  the  least  loss  to  the  Government,  tad 
greatest  advantage  to  the  settlers,  by  a  judicious 
system  of  graduation  and  pre-emption;  and  it  is 
with  that  view  that  provisions  are  made  for  both  ia 
the  amendment  which  I  intend  to  offer.   It  pro- 
vides, that  the  States  may,  at  their  discretion,  re- 
duce the  price  of  all  lands  which  have  been  offered 
at  sale  ten  years  and  upwards,  to  one  dollar  per 
acre,  after  the  30th  of  Jane,  1849;  and  all  thatusy 
be  in  market  for  fifteen  years  and  upwards,  to 
seventy-five  cents  per  acre,  after  the  30  h  of  Jane, 
1847;  and  all  that  may  have  been  twenty  yeajs 
and  upwards,  to  fifty  cents  per  acre,  after  the  30th 
of  June,  1852;  and  all  that  have  been  twenty-ire 
years  and  upwards,  to  twenty  five  cents,  after  the 
30th  of  June,  1857;  and  all  that  have  been  thirty 
years  and  upwards,  to  twelve  cents,  after  the  30th 
of  June,  1862;  and  all  that  should  remain  unsold 
five  years  thereafter,  to  be  surrendered  to  the  States; 
with  the  right,  also,  at  their  discretion,  to  alio w  pre- 
emption for  ninety  days  to  settlers,  at  each  step  in 
the  reduction  of  the  price.    It  also  provides,  that 
all  lands,  after  having  been  offered  for  sale  in  those 
States,  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from 
the  time  of  being  offered,  become  subject,  ia  kke 
manner,  to  graduation  and  preemption. 

The  object  of  these  provisions  is  to  hold  oat  in- 
ducements to  the  settlers  to  purchase,  by  bringing 
the  lands,  within  a  reasonable  period,  to  a  pike 
which  would  not  only  justify,  but  hold  oat  strong 
inducement  to  them  to  purchase.    One  great  diffi- 
culty in  the  way  of  purchasing,  as  the  system  now 
stands,  is,  that  the  great  body  of  the  lands  are  not 
worth,  in  reality,  the  price  of  01  25,  t  which  they 
are  sold  by  the  Government.    There  ippean  to  ** 
a  great  mistake  on  this  point,  which  itisi    poitsat 
to  correct.    Instead  of  almost  every  acre,  as  isms* 
posed  by  some  gentlemen  in  debate,  to  be  worth 
that  sum,  the. re  verse  position  is  true,  that  none  «tt 
worth  it  but  that  which  was,  at  the  time,  coming  in 
demand  by  purchasers.    I  rest  the  assertion  on  (be 
well  established  principle  that  demand  and  supply 
regulate  price,  and  the  fact  that  an  article  which  is 
in  the  market  at  a  fixed  price,  open  to  the  demand 
of  all,  and  is  not  taken,  is  the  best  proof  that  the 
price  is  above  the  market  value  at  the  time.  It  nv 
in  vain  to  talk  of  intrinsic  value — a  thing  wholly 
different  from  price.    There  are  many  things  of 
the  highest  intrinsic  value  that  have  no  price,  si 
air  and  water,  while  many  of  hut  small  value 
would,  from  their  great  scarcity,  command  a  very 
high  ene.    In  the  language  of  business,  a  thiaf  is 
worth  what  it  will  sell  for,  and  no  one  is  willing  to 
give  more,  unless  compelled*  by  some  psitieobr 
reason.    The  occupants  of  the  public  lands  par- 
take of  this  feeling.    They   are  unwilling  to  five 
for  the  inferior  lands,  which  for  the  most  part  they 
occupy,  f  1  25,  when  a  small  part  only  of  the  best 
lands  ofiered  for  sale  would  command  that;  and 
feel  that  they  have  something  like  justice  on  their 
side   in    not  living  so    high    a  price  for  their 
possessions. 

This  feeling  must  be  met;  and  it  is  pro- 
posed to  meet  it  by  the  provisions  for  gradu- 
ation and  pre-emption  which  I  have  just  stated;* 
policy  so  liberal  towards  a  large,  though  poor  claw, 
not  less  honest  and  patriotic  than  the  rest  of  the 
community,  ceuld  not  fail  to  have  a  happy  effect, 
not  only  in  reference  to  them,  but  in  a  mors  en- 
larged point  of  view.  One  of  the  most  important 
would  be  the  great  increase  of  the  number  of  small 
freeholders,  which,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  wousJ 


prove  of  vast  importance,  especially  in  the  i 
portion  of  the  Union— in  the  Southwestern  States-- 
where  the  provision  would  have  the  greatest efteu 
It  would  be  the  class  that  would  furnish  thenar- 
diest  and  best  sol  tiers,  with  the  advantage  of  being 
inured  to  the  climate.  Combined  and  modified  at 
they  would  be,  they  cannot  but  have  a  powtffel 
weight  in  inducing  the  occupants  to  pwebase.  It 
will  work  a  revolution  in  hia  character.    He  will 
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regard  himself,  on  Mi  little  domain,  more  a  free- 
holder  than  a  rquatter;  and  as  the  price  in  the  de- 
scending scale  of  graduation  approaches  the  price 
that  lands  sach  as  he  occupies  would  sell  for,  his 
industry  and  ecenomy  will  be  exerted  to  be  pre- 
pared with  the  requisite  means  to  make  the  pur- 
chase. The  liberal  character  of  the  policy  would 
impress  him  with  deep  feelings  of  respect  for  the 
justice  and  care  of  the  Government;  and  the  secu- 
rity it  would  afford  would  put  an  end  to  the  tsprit  <f« 
csvpt,  which  otherwise  would  he  so  strong;  and  all, 
combined  with  the  influence  of  the  States  on  the  tide 
of  the  Government,  would,  I  led  confident,  guard 
irflrcfnaHy  against  the  danger  of  losing  the  lands, 
as  fafae  the  occupants  are  concerned,  in  th?  only 
way  that  would  be  practicable. 

The  amendment  proposes  to  leave  it  to  the  States 
to  graduate  and  tram  pre-emptions  or  not,  at  their 
discretion,  within  the  limits  prescribed.  The  con- 
dition* of  the  several  Stales  are  veiy  different  m  re- 
ference to  the  eipediency  of  exercising  the  right. 
In  the  uniformly  fertile  region  in  the  upper  portion 
of  die  great  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  it  may  not 
be  necessary  to  resort  to  either,  or,  if  so,  to  a  very 
limited  extent;  while  i  j  the  Southwestern  Stales,  in- 
cluding Arkansas,  it  would  be  indispensable;  and 
hence  the  propriety  of  giving  the  right,  but  leaving 
the  exercise  to  the  discretion  of  the  State*.  Bach 
Stale  would  be  the  most  competent  judge  whether 
it  almld  be  exercised  or  not,  and  to  what  extent. 

Having  considered  the  provisions  intended  to 
guard  against  the  danger  of  losing  the  lands  from 
mere  occupancy,  without  payment,  I  nexwpropose 
to  make  some  some  remarks  on  that  of  their  being 
lost,  in  consequence  of  the  conflicting  policy  be* 
tween  the  new  and  Old  States  in  reference  t«»  them, 
should  the  present  system  be  continued.  To  un- 
demtand  this  danger,  we  must  have  a  jurt  concep- 
tion of  the  cause  in  which  it  originates,  which  I  will 
endeavor  first  to  explain. 

In  the  nature  of  things,  itf  is  impossible  that 
She  new  and  old  States  can  take  the  same  view 
of  she  policy  proper  to  be  adopted  in  reference 
to  the  public  domain.  Their  respective  posi- 
tadn,  interest,  and  extent  rf  knowledge  in  refer- 
ence to  it,  are  wholly  different,  which  cannot 
hat  have  a  correspondent  effect  on  their  view*.  The 
•id  Stales  stand  in  reference  to  the  new  some- 
what in  the  light  of  an  absent  owner  of 
a  large  estate,  and  not  without  some  of 
his  feelings,  while  the  new  stand,  in  some  degree, 
in  the  situation  of  those  who  occupy  and  work  his 
estate,  with  feelings  not  s  little  akin  to  ihose  which 
belong  to  that  relation.  That  such  is  the  ease,  and 
that  it  leads  to  diverse  views  of  the  policy  that 
ought  to  be  adopted,  and  that,  again,  to  conflict 
between  mem,  the  questions  now  before  us,  the 
discussion  now  going  oa,  the  feeling  *  H  eicites, 
and  the  yearly  and  violent  agitation  of  those  ques- 
tions for  die  last  eight  or  ten  yesrs,abundantly  prove. 
Her  is  it  less  clear  that  they  hava  increased,  and 
must  increase  with  the  growth  and  influence  of  the 
new  Slates,  over  the  action  of  the  Government,  till 
their  rapid  growth  will  give  them  the  ascendency, 
'  when  they  will  decide  it  in  their  own  way,  under 
th?  high  pretensions  and  excited  feelings  of  real  or 
supposed  injustice  which  most  neces-arily  trow 
oat  of  a  long  continued  and  violent  conflict.  It  is,  in 
like  manner,  clear  that  the  evil  originates  in  the 
ownership  and  administration  by  the  Government 
of  the  lands  lying  in  the  new  States,  and  constitut- 
ing a  larger  portion  of  their  Territory.  If,  to  these 
considerations,  it  be  added  that  the  question*  grow* 
ing  oat  of  this  great  subject  mast  extend  to  and  em- 
brace, and  influence  in  their  b»arings,  every  other 
question  of  public  policy,  as  is  illustrated  by 
the  amendment  for  distributing  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  lands  among  the  Slates,  which, 
in  its  consequences,  takes  in  the  whole  circle 
of  our  legislation,  and  that  it  must  enter  in- 
to and  influence  all  oar  political  straggles,  es* 
pseially  that  in  which  all  others  ate  concen- 
trated—the Presidential  election — some  conception 
may  be  formed  of  the  distracting  influence,  the  agi- 
tation and  danger  which  must  grow  out  of  this 
great  question,  if  not  speedily  settled. 

If  someming  be  not  done,  it  is  not  difficult  to 

>  see  that  the  danger  from  these  causes  and  that  from 

ooeupancy-must  run  together,  and  that  their  com- 


bined forces  will  be  altogether  irresistible.  The  oc- 
cupants on  the  public  lands  lying^  within  the  States 
are  voters,  with  a  weight  at  the  polls  equal  to  the 
most  wealthy,  and,  of  course,  an  equal  influence 
over  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President, 
members  of  Congress,  and  State  Governments.  I 
hazard  little  in  asserting  that,  if  they  have  not  al- 
ready, from  their  numbers,  a  decided  influence  over 
all  the  elections  in  many  of  the  new  S'ates,  they 
will,  in  a  very  short  period,  from  their  rapid  in- 
crease, if  nothing  should  be  done  to  arrest  the  evil. 
That  influence  would  be  felt  here,  and  move- 
ments would  be  made  to  satisfy  the  demands 
of  so  numerous  and  powerful  a  clars  till  with  their 
growing  influence,  the  proposition  will  be  boldly 
made,  to  give,  as  has  bet  n  stated,  the  land  with- 
out purchase,  to  which,  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  the  Government  will  be  compelled  to  yield, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  danger  of  being  seised 
and  kept  in  open  defiance  of  its  smhority. 

Against  this,  the  only  ground  that  can  be  devised, 
as  far  as  I  can  see,  is  the  one  I  have  proposed; 
ro  dispone  of  the  land  to  the  States— to  part  with 
ownership  and  administration,  the  root  of  the 
evil— on  fair  and  equitable  conditions,  with  the  best 
possible  provisions  that  can  be  devised  to  ensure 
the  faithful  performar.ee  of  the  compact.  If  that, 
with  the  provisions  against  the  danger  from  occu- 
pancy, cannot  prevent  the  loss  of  the  public  lands, 
f  know  not  what  can.  I  have  as  strong  confidence 
as  the  nature  of  the  subject  wilt  admit,  that  it  will 
when  perfected  in  its  details  by  the  wisdom  of  the 
8enate,  prove  all  sufficient,  not  only  to  prevent 
the  loss  of  the  public  domain,  but  to  arrest  the  many 
and  growing  evils,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  as 
incident  to  the  system  as  it  now  exists. 
But,  if  in  that  it  is  possible  I  should  err,  with 
all  the  caution  I  have  taken  to  come  to  a 
correct  conclusion,  I  feel  assured  I  cannot,  in 
asserting  that  the  danger  would  be  far  less,  under 
the  amendment  I  intend  to  propose,  than  it  would 
be  should  inn  system  continue  as  it  now  stands; 
and  that  if  the  public  domain  is  to  be  1  st,  it  is  far 
better  it  should  be  under  the  former  than  the  latter. 
It  would  be  with  far  le>s  intermediate  hazard,  and, 
in  the  end,  with  less  violence  and  shock  to  our  po- 
litical fabric.  In  the  one  case  we  could  lose  no- 
thing but  the  value  of  the  land,  which  I  shall  pre- 
sently show  is  far  less  than  usually  estimated,  while 
in  the  other  no  one  can  estimate  what  the  loss  may 
not  be. 

Having  now,  I  trust,  shown  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Senate,  that  no  hing  short  of  disposing  of  the 
poblic  lands,  on  ju*t,  equitable,  and  liberal  terms, 
can  remedy  the  evil*,  and  guard  against  the  dan- 
gers incident  to  the  system,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, it  only  remains  to  consider  what  would  be 
the  effects  of  the  measure  on  the  revenue,  com- 
pared with  the  present  system.  Should  I  be  able 
to  prove,  as  I  hope  to  do,  that  even  in  that  respect 
H  will  bear  a  highly  advantageous  comparison,  it 
would  yield  more,  and  that  when  most  needed, 
now,  when  the  Treasury  will  require  replenishing, 
every  solid  objection  to  its  adoption  would,  I  trust, 
be  removed. 

There  was  a  great  and  prevalent  mistake  as  to 
the  true  value  of  the  public  lauds,  as  1  have  just  inti- 
mated. They  are  estimated  as  if  every  acre  was 
Worth  $1  25  paid  down,  without  taking  into  ac- 
count that  only  a  small  quantity  could  be  sold  an- 
nually at  that  price,  and  that  by  far  the  greater 
portion  of  the  income  from  the  sales  can  only  be 
received  through  a  Jong  series  of  years,  extending 
to  a  \  ery  re  -.ote  period.  In  estimating  what  is 
their  true  value,  we  must  not  forget  that  time  has 
the  same  effect  on  value,  which  distance  has  on 
mac nitude;  and  that,  as  the  largest  objects  in  the 
universe  dwindle  to  a  point,  when  removed  to 
the  distance  of  the  stars — so  the  greatest  value, 
when  it  can  only  be  realized  at  remote  periods,  di- 
minishes almost  to  nothing.  It  is  in  consequence 
of  this  difference  between  present  and  future  value, 
that  a  sum  paid  down  is  worth  twice  as  much  as 
an  equal  sum  to  be  paid  sixteen  years  h<*nce,  esti- 
mated at  €  per  cent,  simple  interest,  and  four  times 
as  much  as  a  like  sum  to  be  paid  at  the  end  of  thirty- 
two  years.  I  do  not  take  fractions  of  years  into 
the  estimate.  The  principle  is  familiar  to  all  who 
are  in  the  habit  of  calculating  the  present  value  of 


annuities  for  a  given  number  of  years,  and  fer^ae 
applicable  to  regular  annual  incomes  from  Jand,  or 
any  other  source,  as  it  is  from  what  is  usually 
called  no  annuity.  On  the  same  principle,  dis- 
counts are  made  on  payments  in  advance.  *~ 
we  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  overlooking  tills  ' 
and  familiar  principle,  known  to  every  ' 
man  in  the  management  of  bis  own  affairs,  in  eeti- 
" i.    Ih< 


mating  the  value  of  the  public  domain, 
quence  of  such  oversight,  the  160,000,000  of  acres 
lying  in  the  new  Slates  have  been  estisaatedUao  he 
worth  #300,000,000,  at  fl  95  per  acre-^a  sum 
nearly  eight  times  greater  than  its  real  value,  sap- 
posing  mat  it  would  give  an  annual  income  ave- 
raging $2,500,000  annually,  and  admitting  every 
acre  will  be  sold  at  f  1  25— a  supposition,  fax 
greater  than  will  ever  be  realized.  The  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  at  the  last  session,  assuming 
these  data,  proved  iocontestably  that  the  true  pre- 
sent value  did  not  exceed  twenty-six  millions  and'  a 
half  of  dollars.  They  showed,  in  the  first  place, 
that  a  permanent  income  forever  of  $2,500,000 
would  be  worth  but  a  fraction  more  than  forty-one 
millions  of  dollars  in  hand,  as  that  sum,  at  six  per 
cent,  would  give  an  equal  income.  They  next 
showed,  that  to  derive  an  income  of  f9,500,Q0Q 
from  the  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  acres  in  the 
new  States,  would  exhaust  every  acre  in  eighty 
years;  and  that,  of  course,  instead  of  being  a  per- 
manent income,  it  would  be  one  only  for  that  pe- 
riod, which  would  reduce  its  value  to  about  thirty- 
four  millions  of  dollars,  which  would  be  its  present 
value,  if  there  was  no  expense  attending  its  sake 
and  management.  That  is,  however,  far  from  be- 
ing the  case.  Applying  the  same  rule  of  calcula- 
tion to  the  annual  expense  incident  to  their  nmana 
ment,  including  what  would  be  saved  by  the  I 
vernment,  if  the  cession  should  be  made,  as- 
certained to  be  about  $550,000  annually,  they  And 
the  present  value  of  the  land  to  be  the  sum  stated, 
($26,500,000.)  The  result,  assuming  the  data  to  he 
correct,  is  incontrovertible;  and  that  sum  wouM 
constitute  the  entire  amount  of  the  loss  under  the 
present  system,  if  the  lands  were  really  to  be  given 
away  by  the  proposed  cession,  as  has  been  most  un- 
fairly charged  on  the  other  side  of  the  chamber* 

I  propose  to  apply  the  same  principle  to  the  same 
lands,  to  show  its  present  value,  under  the  operation 
of  the  measure  I  intend  to  propose.  Should  it  be 
'adopted,  the  whole  of  the  lands  in  question  would 
be  sold,  I  assume,  in  twenty-five  years  from  the  time 
the?  become  subject  to  the  graduating  process-* 
which  is  much  more  probable  than  that  the  whele 
would  be  sold  in  eighty  years  at  the  present 
pike  of  ei  26per  acre.  I  next  assume  that  equal  quant*)** 
would  be  eold  dti  ring  eachperiod  of  graduation.  1  next  aaniimo 
that  the  portion  not  yet  offered  for  sale,  and  which,  according 
to  the  amendment,  would  not  be  ■abject  to  graduation,  IM 
which  iaeetimaied  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Patriae 
Lands,  to  amount  to  a  little  more  than  02,000,000  of  i 


landetbat  hare  been  offered,  and  which  have  not  yet  ran  tea 
jrears,  and  will  of  coarse  be  held  till  then  at  SI  8&  will,  with 
that  which  will  be  eold  on  the  firm,  redaction  to  SI,  avsreso 
SI  12t.  I  hare  also  estimated  the  whole  period  including  that 
which  is  now  in  progress  to wards  ten  years,  and  the  first  pe- 
riod of  reduction,  ae  one  period  of  fifteen  yean,  and  that  the 
-entire  amount  sold  during  the  entire  period,  will  only  equal  the 
average  of  the  other  periodeof  graduation,  (fire  years;;  an  esti- 
mate greatly  under  the  truth. 
Oo  these  data  1  hare  based  the  calculations  which  have  seen 
with  great  care,  and  I  find  the  present  value  of  the  lands 
would  be  more  than  a  third  more  — 

Bxisting  s 

ythe  36  f 


de,  with  great  care,  and  I  find  the  present  value  of  th 
nld  be  more  than  a  third  more  under  my  proposed  i 
it,  than  under  the  existing  system;  and  that  the 
*  '  eenL 

peneei 

„  imeat 

present  value  of  the  lands,  under  the  erhnii 


ment,  than  under  the  existing  system;  and  that  the  excess 
would  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  36  per  eenL  proposed  to  bo  al- 
lowed to  the  new  flutes  for  their  expense  and  trouble,  leaving 
the  66  to  be  received  by  the  Government,  equal  to  the  eatam 


system,   each  Is, 


r Inge) 

the  vast  difference  between  receiving  a  amaflcr 

nual  payments,  during  half  of  a  long  period  and  a  much 
•    '"  %    *  -*  -'lofthetim* 


by  an* 
6nj» 
tring  double  of  the  time. 
There  are  but  two  of  the  data  on  which  the  calcalatlori  la 


d  paym< 
i  in  like 


one  in  like  manner  during  double  o 


based,  which  can  be  supposed 


I  to  have  any  material  effect  on  the 
It,  which  can  possibly  prove  to  be  over  estimated;  the  one, 
all  the  lands  will  be  eold  during  the  period  of  graduation, 
sh,  however,  is  quite  as  probable,  to  say.the  least,  as  that  an 


which,  howi 

Quantities  wouloTbe  sold  durtnf  each  step  of  the  redu< 


will  be  eold  in  eighty  years  at  fj  86?  *nd_  the  other,  that  eoual 


Juan  titles  would  he  sold  during  eacn  step  oi  me  retraction, 
t  is  not  improbable  this  may  not  prove  to  be  the  case,  and  that 
larger  quantities  would  be  sold  towards  the  latter  stages  of  th* 
graduation,  at  low  prices,  than  during  the  earner  staceaL 
at  higher  prices,  which  affect  the  result.  The  othst 
other  supposition  that  equal  sums  would  be  receives  at  tach 
period,  would,  probably,  be  much  too  low;  and  the  truth/  may 
probably  prove  to  be  between  them;  but  even  on  that  aeaevjr* 
tion,  the  present  value,  under  the  measure  I  propose,  would 
greatly  exceed  that  under  the  present  system;  eo  much  so  aa 
u>  be  quite  sufficient  to  cover  the  13  per  cent,  proposed  to  be  ah 
lowed  to  the  Slates  for  their  trouble,  above  the  expense  of  SJfe 
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ntfiog  the  landa,  including  the  saving  to  the  Government  1 1 
the  eeaaion.  I  have  aavumed  that  additional  allowance,  hecauae 
it  neerlj  correspond*  to  that  proposed  to  he  given  in  the  bill  for 
diauibuiion,  (introduced  by  the  author  of  the  echeme.)  to  U 
new  ntaiee,  above  that  allowed  to  the  old.  I  refer  to  the  Dili  thai 
paeeed  both  Houses,  and  was  vetoed  by  the  President  That  al  - 
{owed  12ft  per  cent,  which,  for  the  sake  of  facility  in  calculation 
1  have  enlarged  to  13  per  cent. 

I  have,  I  trust,  now  successfully  met  the  only  two  objectioi  p 
which  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  urged  with  any  plausibility 
ajaloetthe  measure  1  intend  to  propose,  by  proving  notonl 
tfiat  (here  would  be  reasonable  assurance  that  the  flutes  weuld 
abidsby  the  terms  of  the  cession,  but  that  it  was  the  only  met 
sure  which  ceuld  be  devised  to  prevent  the  almost  certain  lot 
of  the  public  domain,  under  the  operation  of  the  system,  as  I 
now  stand,  and  that,  instead  of  a  loss,  there  would  be  a  clear 
pecuniary  gain.    If  I  have  succeeded  in  doing  so,  I  have  doe 
all  that  ought,  according  to  my  conception,  to  be  necessary 
to  obtain  the  support  of  the  body.  But  I  cannot  be  Ignorant  that 
there  are  members  from  the  new  States  who  prefer  supporting 
•  this  bill  to  the  measure  I  intend  to  propose;  not  that  they  thin  I 
it  better,  but  because  they  believe  h  has  the  best+raepect  < 
passing,  In  this  1  think  they  are  mistaken.  It  is  not  probable  that 
either  can  pass  the  present  session.  It  is  now  but  a  few  weeks  t  < 
its  termination,  and  it  is  impossible,  in  the  midst  of  the  crowd  of 


ir  business,  that  any  important  measure,  not  mdispensahk 
v..  get  through,  especially  a  system  of  pre-emption  and  gradu- 
ation which  has  been  so  long  struggling,  unsuccessfully,  to  pan 
both  Bouses.  But  if  It  cannot  pa—  note,  fAere  teas  HtlU  prot 
pec*  that  it  could  the  n*xifauryear*%  against  the  opposition  o  f 
the  coming,  when  it  Could  not  with  the  aid  of  the  present  and 
late  Administrations. 

With  this  prospect,  1  put  it  to  my  friends  from  the  new 
flutes,  ia  there  not  danger  in  pressing  these  totaled  measures, 
which  cannot  settle  the  vexed  and  dangerous  questions  of  tb 
public  lands,  and  which,  at  best,  can  be  pressed  on  grounds  on* 
ly  Interesting  to  those  flutes,  that  thsy  will  lose  not  only  a  ft 
vorlte  measure,   but   cause   the    passage  of   obnoxious  to 
thsm  of|all  measnres,  that  of  distribution?    I  ask  them,  can 
you  hope  to  oppose  successfully  a  meamire  so  seductive  to  an 
many  members  of  the  Union,  toy  a  measure  so  partial  in  it*  on 
ration,  and  which,  so  far  from  appealing  to  the  reason  or  sym- 
pathy of  two-thirds  of  the  flutes,  secures  but  a  reluctant  vol 
from  any  of  them;  more  from  party  feelings  and  association*^ 
lbnnanyconvic^nofitajusuceorexr>edieffiey1    Let  me  tell  m 
friends,  that  if  the  struggle  is  to  continue  between  this  bill  and 
the  scheme  of  distribution,  it  is,  on  their  part,  a  desperate  oiu 
Defeat  is  certain;  and  there  is  no  way  to  avoid  it,  (if  it  be  not 
already  too  hue,)  but|to  enlarge  the  issue-to  raise  it  above: 
mere  local  or  pecuniary  considerations,^  ths  broad  and  elevated 
ground  of  a  final  settlement  of  this  deep  and  agitating  question* 
onjaetand  satisfactory  principles,  and  thereby  arrest  the  connl 
leas  evils  rushing  through  that  channel  on  the  country,    hi 
only  thus  that  an  antagonist  of  sufficient  strength  could  r> 
reared  up  against  the  dangerous  and  corrupting  scheme  of  die* 
tributJon.    A  measure  seductive  to  many  of  the  flutes,  unfortu 
naiely  overwhelmed  by  debt,  coold  only  be  successfully  opposed 
by  one  which  would  makes  powerful  appeal  to  truth,  justice, 
and  patriotism     As  strong  at  may  be  the  appeal  tofihe  neceeah? 
•f  smbanassed  States,  a  still  stronger  may  be  made  to  the  higher/ 
and  more  commanding  considerations  of  duty  and   patriotism 
fluch  an  Issue,  I  believe,  the  measure  I  propose  would  tender  to 
Che  country.    I  solemnly  believe  It  to  be  founded  on  truth,  am 
sustained  by  justice,  and  high  eonslderatkme  of  policy;  and  a]  i 
it  needs  to  ensure  it  success,  if  I  mistake  not,  la  the  earner 
and  determined  support  of  the  flutes  which  not  only  havet  of 
«*P«*  •take,  but  whose  independence  and  equality,  honor 
jnd  Prices  members  of  this  proud  Republic  ef  States,  ar 

Having  now  presented  my  views  of  the  amendment  I  in 
tend  to  offer,  with  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  amendment  of  the) 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  inseit  mine,  I  shall  conclude  with 
a  few  remarks  in  reference  to  the  leading  feature  of  hie  amend 
mem,  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  ths  public  lands  anion* 
the  flutes.  ^ 


It  Is  not  my  intention  to  enter  on  the  discussion  of  a  measure 
,  Which  I  cannot  but  regard  as  palpably  unconstitutional,  as  well 
as  dangerous  and  corrupting  in  iu  tendency.  I  do  not  deem  1 
necessary,  as  I  expressed  mv  opinion  frilly  on  the  subject  at  the 
last  eeaaion.  I  intend  at  this  time  to  make  a  few  remarks,  ii 
order  to  show  that,  viewed  under  every  possible  aspect,  it  must 
be  regarded  as  either  foolish,  idle,  or  unjust 

It  is  admitted  on  all  sides  thst  ths  Treasury  is  embarrassed, 
and  that  no  part  of  the  revenue  can  be  withdrawn  without  mak- 
ing a  corresponding  deficit,  which  must  be  supplied  by  taxes 
on  the  people,  in  one  form  or  another,  and  that  the  withdrawal 
of  the  revenue  from  the  land  would  cause  a  deficit  so  to  be  sup. 
plied,  of  not  less,,  probably,  than  «6,000,000  annually.  The 
Whole  process,  then,  would  consist  in  giving  to  the  people 
of  the  several  flutes  their  proportional  share  of  the  five 
millions  of  ths  revenue  from  the  lands,  to  be  collected 
back  from  the  people  of  the  United  flutes,  in  the  shape  of  a  tai 
on  imports,  or  some- other  subject,  the  aame  amount  Now* 
sir,  I  ask,  is  it  not  clear,  if  a  flute  should  receive  by  Itsdistri 
buuvs  share  a  less  sum  than  the  people  of  that  flute  would 
have  to  pay  in  taxes  to  supply  the  deficit,  it  would  be,  on  their 
5?ll»,£0,,ri  to  »uPP°rt  the  distributionl  So,  again,  if  they 
should  receive  the  same  amount  they  paid  instead  of  a  lees 
woulditnotbeldlel  And  If  more,  would  it  not  be  unjustl  Carl 
any  one  deny  these  conclusion*?  How,  then,  can  a  scheme, 
which  implies  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  alteratives,  (laying 
3SL2B  <£16r  we**h*  °*>i**>ne,)  have  any  chance  to  be 
•dopiadl  But  two  answers  can  be  glveh.  The  one. 
&M2ZJ!!»**  "&*  would  receive  more  from 
ths  distribution  than  their  people  would  have  to  pey  to 
make  up  the  deficit,  can  outvote  the  others,  and  are  prepared 
.«yact  on  the  principle  of  the  strong  plundering  the  weak;  and 
toother,  that  a  majority  of  the  flutes  want  the  money  to  pay 
their  debts,  'or  to»pend  in  favorite  schemes,  and  prefer  shift, 
tag  the  leepouaibibity  of  taxing  to  the  General  Government  to 
assuming  k  themselves,  without  regarding  whether  their  peo- 
ple would  contribute  more  or  less  than  thsy  may  receive.  They 
are  afraid  to  lay  taxes,  lest  the  people  should  see  the  sums  ex- 
meted  from  their  pockets,  and  turn  them  ouqfand  to  avoid  tbhv 
would  transfer  the  task  to  the  General  Government;  because 
war  can  take  from  the  people,  through  the  ux  on  Imports, 
without  being  detected  as  to  the  amount  ' 

I  fekethe  opportunity,  before  I  sitdown,  to  tender  my  thanks 
•  the  hanorahk .and  high  minded  suggestion  of  ths  Senator 
p«  Missouri  [Mr.  Limcl  ctmekleringthe  Interior  quarter  of 


the  Union  from  which  he  comes,  to  set  apart  bths  proceeds  of 
ths  lands:  as  a  permanent  fund  for  tho  nary. 

[Mr  Lum,  in  an  audible  voice.  The  navy  and  (he  defences 
of  the  country.] 

I  would  lejoice  to  see  such  a  disposition  of  it,  and  do  hope 
that  he  will  move  an  amendment  to  that  effect  I  would  gladly 
receive  it  as  a  modification  of  my  amendment,  and  would  regard 
it  as  a  great  Improvement  Tho  navy,  sir,  is  the  right  arm  of 
our  defence,  and  ia  equally  important  to  every  section— the 
North  and  South,  the  East  and  West,  inland  and  seaboard. 
When  I  look  at  the  condition  of  our  country,  and  the  world,  I 
feel  that  too  earnest  and  too  early  -attention  cannot  be  bestowed 
on  the  arm  of  defence  on  which  the  country  must  mainly  rely, 
not  only  for  sustaining  iu  just  weight  and  influence  In  the  scales 
of  nation,  but  also  for  protection. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  called  for  the  yeas  and  noes  on 
the  adoption  of  the  substitute  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina. 

After  a  few  words  between  Messrs.  CRITTftN- 
DRN,  CLAV  of  Alabama,  and  MERRICK— 

The  PRESIDENT  again  stated  the  question, 
aid 

The  Clxrk  commenced  calling  the  list,  but  be 
had  not  proceeded  further  thai  the  name  of  Mr. 
Alls*,  who  voted  for  the  sabsritute  of  the  Senator 
from  8ou»h  Carolina,  when 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  rose  and  observed  that  he 
had  hardly  ever  felt  more  surprised  than  in  listen- 
ing to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.    In  offering  the  amendment  which 
he  himself  had  proposed,  his  simple  and  unobtru- 
sive purpose  bad  been  merely  to  put  on  record  the 
views  he  entertained,  and  what  he  was  willing  to 
do  on  this  subject  of  pre-emption.    He  had  been 
desirous  that  his  views  should  not  be  misunderstood 
or  perverted,  and  he  had  drawn  up  and  offered  his 
amendment  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  he  was 
willing  to  go  for  pre-emption,  if  it  was  combined  with 
the  just  distribution  among  the  States  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.    For  the?e  two 
measures,  if  united,  he  was  willing  to  vote.    He 
had  been  desirous  of  putting  this  on  record,  and 
that  was  his  whole  purpose  in  offering  his  amend- 
ment.   For  the  audacity  of  making  such  a  pro- 
posal, he  continued,  I — no,  not  I — but  my  pro- 
position   itself  bas    been    denounced    in    ail   the 
Variety  of  epithet  which  the  eloquence  of  the  nono- 
Dorable  Senator  could  supply.  Itbas  been  pronounced 
to  be  "idle,  unjust,  or  foolish  "  This  was  thesenten- 
tieus  condemnation  pasted  upon  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun .]    The  Sena- 
tor flrem  Missouri  [Mr.    Benton]    bad   directed 
against  it  a  storm  of  epithets  yet  more  ponderous. 
According  to  the  thunder  of  that  gentleman's  elocu- 
tion, the  proposition  was  "etiovmotji/"  "m*nxrou$!» 
So  monstrous  and  so  enormous  was  it  ihat  I  shrank 
from  all  attempt  at  defending  it,  and  the  honorable 
Senator  did  not  wondei!    Now  these  argumenta- 
tive epithets  of  the  Senator  will,  I  rather  imagine, 
make  no  very  great  impression  on  the  understand* 
ir  g  of  the  conntry  or  on  the  Senate.    It  is  not  by 
eplihets  that  either  of  those  gentlemen,  high  as  they 
may   telieve  themselves  to  stand,  can  pot  down 
measures  in  this  body.    Great  as  may  be  their 
power  of  animadversion,  it  is  not  on  that  power 
that  the  fate  of  this  measure  is  to  depend.    The 
gentlemen  may  suppose  I  shrink  from  the  very 
(bought  of  defending  my  smendment,  because  I 
do  not  choose  to  occupy  an  hour  or  two  in  debate- 
on  what?    On  a  measure  new  to  the  Senate?    Not 
at  all.    The  bill  before  us  is  to  grant  a  prospective 
pre-emption  on  the  public  lands.    Did  the  honora- 
ble   Senator  expect    I    was   about   to    take   up 
the   time   of    this   body    in    unfolding    the  acU 
vantages   and   disadvantages  of  a  measure  of 
this   kind?    To   him,  at   least,  all  such  discus- 
sion must  be,  in  an  eminent  degree,  flat,  stale, 
and  unprofitable.      Pre-emption  and  graduation 
have  been  abundantly  argued,  both  now  and  here- 
tofore; there  remains  but  one  more  proposition  te 
be  considered,  which  is  distribution.    Is  that  to  be 
debated  no*?    Does  the  gentleman  suppose* that  I 
am  going  to  debate  that  question  with  the  vain 
hope  of  carrying  it  now?    Surely  not;  and  yet,  be- 
cause I  have  abstained  from  this,  I  am  accused  of 
Shrinking  from  the  defence  of  my  amendment.    I 
thought  tbat  it  would  be  abusing  the  patience  of 
the  Senate  if  I  should  attempt  su;h  a  thing.    And 
though,  frc  m  the  manner  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Missouri,  my  frankness  must  have  surprised 
the  Senate,  he  bas  multiplied  a  repetition  of  his 
thanks  for  my  proposal  of  a  measure  perfectly  stale 
from  repetition.    The  propositions  have  been  re- 


peated for  years.    What  is  that  e  about  them  so 
"monstrous?"    Is  it  pre-emption?    Is  tbat  so  atro- 
cious?   It  it  distribu  ion?    Is  that  "idle,  unjust,  or 
f  ooiish?"    If  it  be,  let  Congress  take  the  burden  of 
these  denunciations  on  themselves.    Pre-emption 
laws  we  have  passed  again  and  again,  and  a  bill 
for  distribution  passed  both  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  by  triumphant  majorities,  aid 
would  have  been  the  law  of  the  land  long  ago  bat 
for  a  most  eztracrdinary  and  unparalleled  instinct 
of  Executive  interposition.    Was  this  the  measure 
that   was  *  so   ''monstrous,"   so  "enormous,"  so 
"outrageous,"  as  to  deter  any  gentleman  from  evea 
an  attempt  at  its  defence? 
.  But  the  honorable  gentleman   from  Mnwotri 
seems  to  consider  this  proposition  so  monstrous  and 
so  outrageous,  as  a  measure  over  "tmmkig"  taut 
I  will  now  say  a  word  or  two  on  that  point.   It  fey 
on  my  part,  no  cunning  proposal.    I  save  very 
little  of  that  quality  in  my  composition;  it  isatejag 
I  know  not  in  my-  public  course;  to  work  by  can- 
ning is  a  thing  I  leave  to  older  and  mure  practised 
politicians  than  myself.    It  was  not  my  purpose  or 
design  to  do  any  thing  cunning  when  I  offered  me 
amendment  to  the  present  mil;  I  wished,  as  I  have 
said,  to  put  my  exact  position  on  record,  mat  all 
might  see  it.    I  do  not  see  any  thing  so  very  "cun- 
ning" in  this.    I  knew,  before  I  had  said  a  word, 
that  all  who  will  not  yield  their  amquesiiouiae  as- 
sent to  depredations  on  the  public  lauds  ma  vesica- 
late  on  being  denounced  here  as  enemies  of  those 
hardy  and  adventurous  men  who  are  our  precursor* 
in  subduing  the  wilderness.    I  never  was  their  ene- 
my.   I^am  the  son  of  a  preemptioner,  and  was 
myselrwm>rn  on  a  pre-emption;  and  if  I  have  beea 
restrained  from  going  the  foil  length  with  gentle- 
men  on  this  subject,  it  is  from  no'  enmity  towards 
the  pre-emptiooers,  but  from  a  sense  of  daty  to  the 
Union,  as  one  of  the  trustees  to  whom  has  beea 
confided  the  management  of  their  common  proper- 
ty.   I  rejoice  to  find  that  there  is  now  a  way  ia 
which  I  may  at  once  gntify  my  -sympathies  with 
the  industrious  and  hardy  settler,  and  ai  the  sans 
time  do  my  public  duty  to  all  the  States;  that  I  can 
make  a  compromise  between  the  rights  of  the  settler 
and  the  rights  of  the  Union.    I  am  now  ready  and 
willing  to  give  a  preemption  'right  of  390  acres 
of  the  public  land  to  every  real  sens  fide  set- 
tler who  is  not  worth  over  one  thousand  dotiais. 
I  am  prepared  to  protect  him  in  his  posseiiioa 
against  the  host  of  rich  and  grasping  specuiaton 
who,  under  the  pretext  of  your  pre-emption  law, 
and  under  the  deceptive  mask  of  an  intention  to 
settle  and  improve  your  lands,  are  seeking  to  get 
the  public  domain  into  their  possession,  that  tney 
may  convert  it  into  an  engine  to  emieh  themselves. 
Is  there  any  thing  in  this  proposition  so  very  an* 
reasonable — so  "monstrous" — so  "cnonnous"— » 
"tunning?"    If  we  are  to  have  a  pre-emption  at 
all,  for  whose  benefit  is  it  to  be  granted?    Gentle* 
men,  in  very  moving  tones,  demand  our  syatnathiei 
and  demand  our  bounties  for  the  poor  and  need?. 
This  proposition  meets  their  sympathies  and  com- 
plies with  their  demands;  it  holds  out  a  bounty  to 
the  poor  and  toe  needy — a  larger  bounty  than  the 
gentlemen  themselves  propose  to  give;  and  all  & 
asks  is  a  guard   that  this   bounty  shall  not  be 
given  to  the  rich.    Is  that  "monstrous?1'    What  do 
gentlemen  desire?    What  would  they  have?   Do 
they  want  to  give  pre-emptions  to  the  rich?  To  make 
the  rich  richer?    If  not,  why  do  they  reject  my  pre- 
position?   Mine  has  the  very  essence  of  a  pre- 
emption law;  audit  is  the  only  sort  of  apre-emp- 
tion  law  that  can  be  honestly  vindicated.    Few 
men  worth  over  a  thousand  dollars  seek  tor  them 
selves  a  home  amongst  the  distant  wilds  of  the  pubis 
lands.    Very  small  indeed  is  the  number  wham 
snch  a  restriction  will  exclude;  but  it  will  skat 
out  the  men  who  make  their  wealth  out  of  the  put- 
lie  plunder.    Do  gentlemen  resist  it  on  that  ac- 
count? 

I  would  not  occupy  a  moment  of  the  Senate* 
time  were  I  not  bound  to  show  that  I  am  net 
ashamed  of  the  measure  I  have  proposed,  and 
have  no  thought  of  "shrinking"  from  its  defence.' 
What  objection  can  be  urged  against  that  part  ef 
my  amendment  which  propoes  to  unite  with  pre- 
emption the  principle  of  distribution?  It  would  be 
idle  at  this  time  to  repeat  the  history  of  the  < 
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to  the  Union  of  the  public  domain— on  which  ces- 
■on  rests  the  right  of  the  States  to  a  participation 
hi  its  proceed*.  These  lands  were  ceded,  be  it  re- 
membered, in  1784,  at  a  time  when  the  old  confe- 
deration was  the  fundamental  law  of  the  Union— 
when  the  Treasury  was  supplied  by  requisitions  on 
the  States,  according  to  the  amount  or  territory  in 
each  State;  it  was  ceded  with  the  express  purpose 
that  it  should  be  and  remain  for  the  common  bene- 
fit of  all  the  States.  The  proceeds  were  to  be  di- 
vided according  to  the  quota  furnished  by  each 
State  to  the  expenses  of  the  General  Government; 
and  how  was  that  quota  regulated?  According  to 
an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  improved  lands  in 
the  several  States.  But  is  that  the  rule  of  the 
States'  contribution  now?  If  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  go  into  die  Treasury,  does  each  State 
get  its  share  now  in  ibis  proportion?  No;  not  un- 
less the  taxes  were  in  exact  proportion  to  the  lands 
in  each  State.  This  rule  has  been  altered.  You 
hare  changed  the  means  of  taxation.  But  >ou 
cannot  change  the  words  of  the  aeti  pf  cession 
under  which  you  hold  your  public  lands;  and  the 
only  way  to  fulfil  the  intent  and  meaniog  of  that 
cession  is  to  go  according  to  the  teims  in  which  it 
ii  expressed.  The  revenue  from  the  public  lands  is 
not  hire  the  rest  of  I  he  revenue  under  the  Constitu- 
tion. Those  lands  were  ceded  to  us,  not  under  the 
Constitution,  but  under  tbe  Confederation;  and  the 
purpose  of  the  cession  can  only  be  fulfilled  by  as 
near  an  approximation  to  the  very  words  of  the 
deed  as  circumstances  now  render  possible. 

Bat  this  proposition  is  very  *  'dangerous."  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Missouri  reminds  us 
mat  when,  some  years  ago,  we  were  about  to  distri- 
bute the  surplus  then  in  the  Treasury  by  depositing 
it  with  the  States,  he  uttered  the  prophecy  that  the 
practice  of  distribution  would  not  stop  there;  i  hat  if  the 
States  once  began  to  lap  ihat  blood,  it  would  eventual- 
ly become  their  common  food;  that  the  General  Go- 
vernment would  be  stripped  of  its  revenue;  that 
the  Bates  would  seize  upon  the  money  in  tbe  Trea- 
sury, and  would  have  the  General  Government  to 
collect  the  deficit  as  it  could;  in  a  word,  that  tbe 
.  States,  haying  once  got  the  taste  of  blood,  would 
fasten  on  the  General  Government  like  so  many 
vainpires,  and  would  drain  its  veins  of  the  last  drop 
of  their  vitality.  Well:  the  honorable  Senator  last 
up  seems  to  think  (and  I  concur  with  him)  that  we 
ought  to  repose  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  good 
faith  of  the  States,  and  rely  without  hesitation  on 
their  fulfilling  all  their  contracts.  But  what  does 
the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  imply? 
Confidence  in  the  fidelity  of  the  States?  What  a 
magnificent  compliment  has  the  honorable  gentle- 
man paid  to  the  States  of  this  Confederacy  I  In 
his  opinion,  they  are  so  mary  vampires — they  are 
to  lap  the  blood  of  the  Government— they  are  to 
feed  upon  its  strength  and  suck  its  veins.  Why, 
what  is  the  General  Government?  Is  it  not  their 
own  offspring?  And  is  the  parental  sentiment  so 
weakened,  so  destroyed,  so  reversed,  that  tbe  pa- 
rent will  devour  the  child?  The  States,  it  seems, 
are  not  to  be  (rusted;  they  are  a  set  of  vampires; 
they  will  lap  the  heart's  blood  of  the  Government, 
and  drain  its  veins.  That  is  the  Senator's  opinion 
of  them.  I  believe  no  such  thing,  but  he  does;  and 
we  were  told  all  this,  yea,  and  a  great  deal  more. 
The  States,  if  they  once  get  their  hands  upon  this 
money,  will  apply  it  to  unwise  purposes;  it  will 
corrupt  them— destroy  their  dignity  and  sense  of  in- 
dependence !  In  our  pure  hands  alone  there  is  no 
contamination.  The  States  are  a  pack  of  idle 
spendthrifts,  tempted  by  the  sight  of  money,  intoxi- 
cated by  the  touch  of  their  own  property, corrupted 
by  its  possession,  and  led  into  all  sorts  of  folly  and 
mischief;  therefore,  we,  as  a  sort  of  wise  guardians, 
must  keep  these  our  little  wards  from  juvenile  in- 
discretions—must defend  them  from  themselves,  by 
—keeping  their  inheritance ! 

Tbe  States  have  a  right  to  demand  this  distribu- 
tion; and  if  they  have*  their  circumstances  render 
it  desirable  that  they  should  have  what  is  their  due. 
Tkey  have  debts  to  pay;  and  under  such  circum- 
stances, think  you  that  they  do  not,  like  private  in- 
dividuals, like  to  receive  what  is  due  them?  We 
are  their  debtors;  we  owe  th«m  this  money;  and 
they  ought  to  have  it  If  it  is  their  just  right,  then 
it  is  no  argument  to  say  ('wt  need  this  money;  we 


cannot  spare  i ;  our  Treasury  is  at  a  very  low  ebb,, 
and  if  we  take  out  this  amount  to  pay  it  to  them, 
we  shall  have  to  lay  taxes  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency ."  We  have  no  right  to  use  their  property 
for  our  purposes.  We  possess  ampler  modes  of 
raising  funds  than  the  States  do;  and,  if  paying 
your  just  debts  leave3  you  with  a  deficit,  it  is  much 
easier  for  you  to  supply  it  than  for  the  States  to  lie 
out  of  their  dues.  That  is  my  answer  to  the  hono- 
rable Senator,  and  all  he  says  about  the  monstrosi- 
ty of  my  proposition. 

It  is  said  to  be  "idle"  to  pay  over  this  money  to 
tbe  States  if  by  taxation  we  must  laise  an  equal 
sum.  But  that  is  a  fallacy.  I  have  shown  that 
tbe  rate  of  distribution  is  to  be  regulated  by  the 
principles  which  prevailed  under  the  old  Confede- 
ra'ion,  and  not  according  to  the  ratio  of  taxation 
established  by  the  Federal  Constitution.  Tbe  prin- 
ciple of  distribution  applying  to  tbe  proceeds  of 
these  lands  is  special  and  not  general;  it  is  re- 
gulated by  the  terms  of  the  original  cession, 
which  was  made  while  the  Confederation  was  yet  in 
force;  but  we  have  gone  very  wide  from  the  rule 
then  laid  down.  Give  this  money  to  the  States, 
and  every  man  in  the  State,  rich  and  poor,  will 
share  in  the  benefit.  It  is  their  right,  and  they  ought 
to  enjoy  it.  I  might  stop  there,  without  going  into 
any  question  of  consequences.  But  if,  by  dis- 
tributing to  the  Sires  tbe  proceeds  .of  their  own 
property,  we  are  driven  to  taxation  to  make  up  tbe 
deficit,  have  we  not  ample  means?  Are  there  not 
luxuries  on  which  a  very  tmall  tax  will  be  suffi- 
cient for  this  purpose,  without  reaching  the  poor 
man  at  all?  Lay  your  tax  on  these  luxuries  of  life, 
and  you  tax  the  rich  only.  This  you  can  do  if 
your  Treasury  is  in  straits.  I  hope,  too,  that  the 
abstraction  of  this  money  may  operate  to  bring 
back  the  Government  to  a  just  and  economical  ad- 
ministration—such  an  administration  as  gentlemen 
a  1  profess  to  desire.  But  how  has  it  been  admi- 
nistered during  the  expiring  dynasty?  Has  the 
little  stream  of  money  flowing  in  from  tbe  sale  of 
the  public  lands  had  any  other  effect  than  to  in- 
crease the  extravagance  of  the  Government  More 
than  thirty  mUliaru  a  year  has  been  expended  during 
the  Van  Bnren  adminisi ration.  It  would  seem  that 
this  landed  revenue,  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  talks  to  us  so  solemnly,  has  done  little 
but  feed  their  extravagance.  Tbeie  is  nothing, 
rely  upon  it,  that  so  promotes  extravagance  in  ex- 
penditure as  to  feel  plenty  of  money  in  one's  pocket. 
I  do  not  want  this  Government  to  have  any  such 
feeling.  I  wish  it  to  have  no  money  flowing  insen- 
sibly into  its  possesion.  I  want  it  to  have  none 
but  what  it  gets  by  taxation — so  that  the  people 
may  know  and  feel  where  the  money  comes  from. 
Give  a  Government  an  income  independent  of  tax- 
es, and  the  people  do  not  feel  what  they  are  pay- 
ing. Such  a  mode  of  filling  the  Government  cof- 
fers most  be  dangerous.  I  do  not  desire  it  to  con- 
tinue; and  I  hold,  therefore,  that  jnsiice  and  expe- 
diency alike  require  that  this  great  subject  of  tbe 
public  domain  shall  be  settled  as  soon  as  possible. 
Give  the  amplest  provision  you  please  to  tbe  poor 
bonmfiU  settler;  I  do  not  object  to  it;  I  am  ready  to 
do  it,  and  I  will  do  it  freely  and  cheerfully;  but 
while  I  do  this,  I  would  at  the  same  time  do  justice 
and  discharge  my  duty  to  the  States,  by  giving 
them  their  just  shares  in  the  proceeds  of  the  whole 
domain. 

I  hold  this  to  be  greatly  preferable  to  the  scheme 
of  cession  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina. I  was,  I  confess,  greatly  surprised  by  many 
of  the  demenstrations  of  that  honorable  Senator.  He 
reduced  the  value  of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty 
millions  of  acres  of  the  public  land?,  lying  within 
nine  Stales  of  this  Union,  to  twtntysix  millions  of 
dollars !  He  reverses  tbe  position  that  each  acre 
of  that  land  is  worth  a  dollar  and  a  quarter,  and 
holds,  on  the  contrary,  that  not  an  acre  of  it  is 
worth  that  price. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  explained.  He  had  meant  to 
be  understood  that  the  lands  were  none  of  them 
worth  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  cash  in  hand  value;  and 
that  none  were  worth  that  but  such  as  could  now  be 
purchased  in  market. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  The  Senator  thinks  he 
can  reduce  the  total  value  of  the  whole  domain  to 
its  value  as  a  rum  in  baud;  and  he  insists  that  this 


sum,  pot  out  at  interest,  will  bring  us  met*  than 
the  lands  will.  Why,  what  is  the  value  of  land 
covered  with  the  ocf  an  which  no  man  can  drain? 
Or  what  is  the  value  of  land  with  no  human  being 
to  cultivate  it  or  to  enjoy  the  fruit  of  it?  What  is 
the  value  in  hand,  of  land  so  situated?  Yet  the 
Senator  concludes  that,  because  such  land  is 
of  no  value  now,  we  ought  to  sell  it  now  for 
nothing.  That  is  the  substance  of  his  argument. 
What  is  the  selling  price  of  land  under  the  sea, 
not  drained,  or  land  at  present  inaccessible  to  set- 
tlement? No  man  can  get  at  the  ene  or  wans  the 
other— and,  while  things  so  remain,  it  has  no  pre- 
sent value  at  ail.  But  would  a  prudent  man,  or 
a  prudent  Government,  therefore,  part  with  it  for 
nothing?  Tbe  value  of  a  thing  consists  in  the  use 
of  it—  that  is  the  value  of  land,  and  that  only. 
Its  value  depends  on  the  demand  for  it.  Till  the 
demand  advancer,  we  most  content  ourselves  to 
wait.  When  it  comes  to  be  wanted,  then  it  will 
have  its  value. 

It  is  disgraceful  to  witness  the  manner  in  which 
matters  are  now  proceeding— to  see  the  sale  of 
valuable  lands  postponed  as  it  has  lately  been. 
The  sale  is  advertised  to  take  place  in  the  midst  of 
cold  inclement  weather ,and,  when  this  is  complained 
of,  the  Secretary  then  writes  a  most  gracious  letter 
declaring  that,  though  he  is  in  very  great  want  of 
money,  yet  he  will  condescend  to  put  off  the  sale 
a  little  longer.  The  Treasury  wants  a  little  mo* 
ney:  does  not  know  where  to  get  it,  antil  it  is  re- 
solved to  get  up  a  pre-emption  law:  then  Mr. 
Secretary,  in  all  haste  advertise  the  lands  for 
sale,  at  a  time  proper  or  improper,  no  matter.  Just 
as  a  spendthrift  hastens  to  sell  off  a  piece  of  his 
patrimony  to-day  to  pay  for  the  extravagance  of 
yetterday,  and  to  get  what  he  needs  for  more  ex- 
travagance to-morrow. 

The  whole  basis  of  the  honorable  Senator's  ar- 
gument is  perfectly  idle  and  visionary.  To  talk  of 
the  present  value  of  cue  hundred  and  sixty  millions 
of  acres  of  land,  when  every  body  knows  that  not 
more  than  five  millions  of  it  are  wanted  in  a  year? 
What  demand  is  there  for  one  hundred  and  sixty 
millions  of  acres  of  land?  What  is  the  price  such  , 
a  tract  will  bring  if  put  up  to  tale?  Had  we  not 
better  husband  it  and  sell  it  off,  little  by  little,  as  it 
i6  needed?  Can  we  not  hold  the  property  and  sell 
it  eff  for  homes  to  settlers  as  homes  are  needed? 
Can, we  not  keep  it  for  posterity ,when  tbey  will  want 
homes  too?  This  is  not  a  subject  to  which  to  apply 
the  calculations  of  annuities.  The  land  is  not 
wanted  now,  and  therefore  there  is  no  ground  on 
which  to  calculate  its  value  at  this  moment. 

But  this  notable  scheme  of  cession  is  to  remove 
at  a  stroke  all  our  evils.  This  to  put  an  end  to 
our  angry  debates;  this  to  put  far  away  the  danger 
of  i he  lands  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  settlers, 
or  of  the  States.  No  mor*  jealousies  are  to  be 
fell  between  new  and  old  States;  no  more  Execu- 
tive patronage  is  to  be  felt  in  this  body  or  elsewhere; 
no  more  landed  bribes  are  to  be  offered  by  ambi- 
tious seekers  of  tbe  Presidency — nothirg  of  all  this 
is  to  be  felt  any  more— all,  all  is  to  be  at  an  end; 
and  moreover,  tbe  or ssion  is  to  bring  you  in  mote 
money  for  your  lands !  Now,  I  differ  entirely  from 
the  learned  Senator  in  all  these  calculations.  I  will 
show  you  how  it  is  he  makes  the  land  produce  as 
more  money;  by  calculating,  in  the  first  place,  what 
the  land  would  fetch,  if  set  up  at  auction  when  no 
one  wants  lo  buy, and  then  contrasting  this  with  what 
we  are  to  get  for  it  from  the  States  to  which  we  are 
to  cede  it.  But  will  this  remove  one  solitary  evil 
of  all  those  he  has  enumerated?  Tbe  States  will 
be  our  debtors,  and  they  are  to  promise  to  pay. 
Can  the  gentleman1*  perspicacity  see  no  possible 
matter  of  controversy  in  the  interpretation,  and  in 
the  compliance  with  this  contract?  We  have  here 
individual  States  asking  us  for  graduation  and  pre- 
emption laws,  and  it  produces  a  vast  deal  of  pro- 
longed and  angry  debate;  if  we  substitute  money 
tor  land,  will  that  diminish  the  debates?  Shall  we 
not  have  all  the  angry  controversy  then  we  have 
now?  And  more?  Now,  the  General  Government 
acts  on  individuals.;  it  grants  pre-emption  to  A  and 
B,  and  it  has  them  in  its  power;  and  yet  he  says 
there  is  the  utmost  danger  of  resistance,  and  of  our 
losing  the  lands;  but  give  up  the  whole  and  take  a 
State  bond,  and  then  all  will  be  peace  and  quiet- 
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Why,  will  there  not  be  as  much  danger 
i  all  who  might  oppose  our  authority  are  con- 
solidated hue  one,  as  when  we  could  deal  with  tbem 
as  individuals,  and  take  them  one  at  a  timet  Can  we 
met  oa  a  maw  with  more  effect  than  on  a  single  man? 
Is  it  so  easy  to  dial  with  States  and  to  compel  them 
to  fulfil  their  engagements?  Was  it  found  s*  in 
the  days  of  the  Confederation?  Under  the  Confe- 
deration yon  aeted  on  States — on  States  who  had 
made  promises;  and  did  the  plan  work  well?  Was 
it  perfectly  easy  to  rafc «  the  respective  ousts*  of  ihe 
States,  even  under  the  most  urgent  pressure  of  the 
wants  of  the  continental  army,  fighting  for  the 
liberties  of  us  all?  No;  it  was  found  to  be  a  con- 
sist of  Government  against  Government,  and  it  was 
found  that  Governments  are  notes  likely  to  pay  as 
individuals;  and,  if  they  refused,  it  was  m«ch  hard- 
er to  coerce  them.  Hence  that  form  of  govern- 
ment was  changed;  and  our  Revolutionary  fore- 
fathers were  so  "idle,  or  unjust,  or  foolish"  as  to 
think  tbeygained  by  the  eichange!  and  the  Federal 
Constitution  stinds  a  monument  of  their  wisdom  to 
this  day.  But  now,  forsooth,  we  are  to  travel 
back  again  to  the  principles  of  the  old  exploded 
Confederation!  We  are  to  give  up  the  land  which 
is  ours,  and  in  the  sale  and  management  of  which 
we  have  to  do  with  individuals  only;  and  we  are 
to  convert  this  vast  and  wide  landed  inheritance 
into  debts  of  particular  States.  I  do  not  distrust 
the  honesty  of  the  States,  or  their  good  intentions*, 
but  we  know  that  it  is  not  always  convenient  to  pay 
le-dsy*  Do  debtors  never  ask  indulgence  as  to  terms 
or  as  to  time?  If  we  take  these  State  bonds,  are 
we  perfectly  sure  they  will  never  become  a  subject 
of  controversy?  May  the  States  not  say  the  pro- 
gress of  graduation  is  too  slow?  it  keeps  our  people 
waiting  too  long;  give  us  a  modified  graduation 
law  with  shorter  periods  of  reduction,  so  that  we 
may  get  the  land  at  nine  pence  the  acre  so  much 
the  sooner?  His  peace-making  proposition  only 
changes  the  ground  of  controversy,  it  does  not  re- 
move it.  Its  whole  operation  is  t»  part  with  all  the 
grounds  of  controversy  we  know,  and  look  out  for 
new  sources  of  discord  at  present  unknown.  Shall 
we  leave  the  ground  we  bave  so  long  trod,  and  with 
every  foot  of  which  we  are  familiar,  to  plunge 
into  a  sea  of  troubles  new  and  untried?  I  say  no. 
And  then  we  are  to  purchase  all  this  trouble  at  a 
price. 

A  few  years  a  go  the  proposition  of  the  honorable 
Senator  was  to  give  up  half  the  public  lands.  Was 
this  fair,  to  surrender  by  cession  to  the  use  of  a  few 
that  which  is  equally  the  property  of  all?  To  pa- 
cify the  clamors  of  nine  States,  shall  we  give  up 
one-half  of  160,000,000  acres  of  land?  Is  not  such 
a  price  rather  high?  And  have  we*  a  right  to  pay 
it?  I  bold  we  have  not.  The  entire  scheme  seems 
to  me  to  be  one  of  the  wildest,  most  wasteful,  most 
visionary  conceptions  that  ever  entered  into  the 
brain  of  a  statesman. 

But  the  object  of  the  scheme  is  to  get  rid  of  Bx 
eeutive  patronage.  Now,  I  am  not  an  advocate  of 
Executive  patronage.  But,  let  me  ask,  what  a  vast 
patronage  will  there  not  be  exerted  by  giving  away, 
in  one  single  act  of  generosity,  .an  entire  moiety  of 
the  public  domain.  Seldom,  indeed,  is  one  indi- 
vidual so  fortunately  placed  as  to  be  able,  by  a  sin- 
gle act  of  magnificence,  to  make  a  present  oi  eighty 
million  acres  of  land— a  vast  and  royal  donation, 
to  be  sore;  Yet  the  honorable  Senator,  while 
making  this  pop  ilar  largess  of  eighty  million  acres 
of  land  belonging  to  the  whole  Union,  is  terribly 
opposed  to  patronage;  and  he  tells  us,  as  one  of  his 
"demonstrations,"  that,  if  we  refuse  to  make  this 
gift,  nine  States  will  be  able  to  seise  and  carry  off 
the  whole  property  in  a  body,  against  the  will  of 
the  other  seventeen  States.  The  "demonstration," 
I  confess,  does  not  to  me  appear  to  be  very  lo- 
gical. I  do  not  believe  these  States  will  ever  be 
to  unjust,  so  rapacious,  so  profligate,  as  to  at- 
tempt thus  to  seize  upon  the  properity  of  their 
feUow^itnens.  But  if  there  Is  such  great  and  immi- 
nent danger  that  these  States  will  thus  seize  upon 
me  lands,  if  we  refuse  to  cede  tbem,  can  not  the 
honorable  gentleman  suppose,  en  the  same  ground 
of  feasoning,  that  the  States  may  tear  up  the  bonds 
if  we  do  cede  them?  If  he  considers  them  so  ut- 
terly unprincipled,  so  impudent,  and  shameless  as 
to  seize  upon  and  appropriate  to  themselves  lands 


which  belong  to  the  whole  family  of  confederated 
States,  what  will  there  be  to  restrain  them  from  va- 
cating their  bonds  after  we  have  surrendered  the 
land  into  their  possession?  One  part  of  the  gentle- 
man's argument  supposes  the  States  to  be  all  vir- 
tue and  good  faith,  the  other  all  rapacity  and  vio- 
lence. There  is  great  danger,  imminent  danger  of 
our  losing  the  whole  domain,  and  we  must  give  it 
away  before  the  States  take  it  by  force;  bat  when 
these  entire  lands  shall  be  converted  into  the  shape 
of  a  bond,  ihen  these  States  are  to  be  all  purity,  all 
honstty,  all  fidelity.  For  my  part  it  seems  to  me 
that  if  we  cannot  depend  on  these  nine  States  for 
their  fulfilment  of  their  conititutional  obligation  to 
the  Union,  we  cannot  depend  on  any  voluntary  en- 
gagement they  may  now  enter  into. 

I  apprehend  no  such  danger.  I  do  not  call  up- 
on the  Senate  to  cede  the  public  domain  on  any 
such  ground.  If  that  is  to  be  the  ground  of  our 
procedure,  I  say  let  the  lands  go.  I  will  not  be  one 
to  encourage  the  spoilers.  I  will  never  be  one  to 
say  this  thing  must  be  done  and  will  be  done.  On 
their  own  heads  be  it.  I  will  take  neither  part  nor 
lot  in  the  responsibility. 

I  repeat  that  I  bave  no  objection  whatever  to 
consent  to  pre-emption,  provided  the  rights  of  all 
the  States  can  be  respected.  That  is  all  I  ask. 
That  was  all  my  amendment  proposed.  I  am  sen- 
sible that  I  have  occupied  too  ranch  of  the  time  of 
the  Senate,  but,  challenged  and  called  out  as  I  have 
been  as  one  who  had  offered  a  proposition  so  out- 
rageous, *o  enormous,  so  monstrous,  that  I  shrank 
from  all  attempt  to  defend  it,  I  could  not  refrain 
from  saying  a  word  in  explanation  and  reply.  The 
whole  subject  I  know  is  perfectly  stale.  Not 
a  word  can  be  said  upon  it  that  ha*  not  been  better 
said  already.  Yet,  as  my  proposition  wa«  pro- 
nounced an  enormity,  I  wished  to  show  that  I  did 
not  shrink  from  its  avowal  and  defence.  The 
enormity  of  which  I  have  been  guilty  is  a  simple 
art  of  obedien  e  to  the  instructions  of  my  State  Le- 
gislature. The  plan  is  before  the  country,  and  de- 
nounced as  it  may  be,  and  outrageous  as  it  has 
been  called,  it  is  a  plan  which  has  received  the  pub- 
lic approbation  wherever  I  have  been.  My  own 
State  has  parsed  a  solemn  resolution  giving  It  the 
seal  of  her  approval.  In  offering  it  here,  I  have 
but  obeyed  her  voice,  and  no  denunciation,  how- 
ever loud  and  swelling,  shall  turn  me  aside  from 
the  course  she  has  marked  out  for  me  to  pursue. 
She  understands  her  interests;  she  judges  calmly; 
she  asks  nothing  but  her  plain  recorded  right,  and  I 
ask  nothing:  more  in  her  name. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  a  part  of  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittxnden] 
were  in  reply  to  a  poor  speech  made  by  himself 
(Mr.  B.)  some  days  before,  and  were  of  a  nature, 
to  require  some  answer  from  him.  He  would  give 
the  answer  which  the  case  required;  but  before  an- 
swering the  arguments  or  that  Senator,  he  wished 
to  set  him  right  on  a  couple  ot  small  points  on 
which  be  had  fallen  into  error. 

The  Senator  supposes,said  Mr.  B.  that  I  applied 
the  term  cunning  to  him  some  days  ago— that 
spoke  of  him  as  a  cunning  man;  and  under  this 
supposition,  he  repulses  a  term  which  he  feels  to 
be  injurious.  The  Senator  is  certainly  right  in  the 
repulse,  if  such  a  term  was  applied  to  him;  for 
certainly  there  is  nothing  in  his  character  to  war- 
rant the  application.  But  I  do  not  think  it  was.  so 
applied.  I  have  no  recollection  of  it.  Certain  I 
am  that  I  never  thought  it,  and  I  am  not  apt  to 
speaa>wnatT  do  not  think.  Cunning  is  a  quality 
which  I  had  never  thought  of  attributing  to  the 
frank  and  high  minded  character  of  that  gentle- 
man. On  the  contrary,  if  there  was  any  defect  in 
his  character,  (and  what  human  character  can  be 
without{|some  alloy?)  if  there  was  any  little  de- 
fect in  his,  it  was  the  reverse  of  cunning — it 
wss  the  excess  of  his  amiability  — and  the 
obliging  facility  of  his  temper.  I  have  thought 
htm  not  quite  cunning  enough  —  not  quite 
sharp  enough  to  keep  himself  out  of  scrapes 
which  others  contrive;  and  that,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  he  has  given  evidence  of  that 
amiable  facility  by  standing  father  for  a  very  ugly 
child  which  is  no  son  of  his.  The  Senator  appears 
as  the  present  mover  of  the  land  distribution  bill; 
a  measure  bad  enough  at  all  times,  but  too  bad  for 


its  own  author  to  move  in  at  the  present  time, 
when  the  Treasury  is  so  nearly  empty,  and  when 
the  proposition  to  abstract  the  land  revenue  from 
the  annual  income,  and  distribute  it  ameng  the 
States,  and  supply  its  place  by  new  taxes,  is  about 
equivalent  to  a  proposition  to  put  an  end  to  the 
Constitution,  and  to  let  Congress  go  on  to  do  what 
it  pleases,  without  a  guide  to  its  steps  or  a  restric- 
tion npon  its  will.  I  think  if  the  Senator  bad  been 
a  little  more  conning,  he  would  not  bave  moved 
that  bill  at  this  time;  anxious  as  he  might  have 
been  to  oblige  a  friend,  I  think  he  should  hive  de- 
murred to  the  ttme,  and  begged  off  until  the  Trea- 
sury was  full. 

Mistaken  as  the  Senator  was  in  the  supposition 
that  the  term  cunning  was  applied  to  him,  be  haw 
been  equally  so  in  the  application  of  a  term  of  his 
own  to  this  side  of  the  chamber,  and  doubtless  in- 
tended for  me— that  of  old* r  politicians  who  could 
give  him  lessons  in  cunning.  The  Senator  sup- 
poses that  politicians  older  than  himself — giving  to 
the  phrase  a  pointed  application  by  a  smiling  glance 
in  this  direction— would  be  masters  of  a  cunning 
to  which  younger  politicians,  himself  for  example, 
could  not  pretend.  Now  granting  that  there  may 
be  old  politicians  who  are  too  cunning  for  that  Se- 
nator, yet  I  deny  that  there  are  any  such  on  this 
side  of  the  chamber;  and  especially  affirm  that  I 
am  not.  •  It  is  not  on  this  side,  but  on  his  own  side 
of  the  chamber,  that  be  should  look  for  these  wily 
elders.  There  are  none  of  them  here.  We  sue 
all  his  juniors.  Between  himself  and  myself 
he  is  most  respectably  my  senior.  He  was 
here  long  before  me.  I  remember  very  well 
to  have  read  with  much  satisfaction — the 
more,  because  the  speaker  was  then  on  any 
own  side  in  politics— the  lively  speeches  of  .the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  delivered  on  this  floor, 
long  before  Missouri  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
—when  I  myself  was  a  mere  provincial  attorney 
in  the  Territory  of  Missouri.  The  gentleman  was 
therefore  a  politician,  a  distinguished  one,  of  rank 
Senatorial,  when  I  was  nothing  but  a.  provincial 
attorney !  This  settles  the  question  of  politics! 
seniority  between  that  Senator  and  myself.  It 
leaves  him  far  ahead  of  me.  I  believe  I  can  also 
settle  it  up  quickly  for  all  the  members  on  this  side 
of  the  chamber.  Immediately  before  me  (point- 
ing to  Mr.  Kino  of  Alabama)  sits  the  oldest  sitting 
member  of  the  House — not  the  oldest  gentleman 
by  any  means,  merely  the  oldest  sitting  member. 
The  gentleman  is  not  yet  married,  and  it  would  be 
doubly  wrong  to  wrong  him  in  a  question  of  time. 
The  united  terms  for  which  he  has  been  elected 
amount  to  twenty-eight  years,  six  of  which  remaia 
yet  to  be  served.  He  has  been  here  twenty-two 
year*;  he  is  the  longest  sitting  member.  He  has 
seen  many  exits  and  entrances  upon  the  Senatorial 
boards;  but  he  has  not  been  here  long  enough  to 
have  seen  the  first  appearance  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky.  That  Senator  had  made  his  fiat  en- 
trance, and  his  first  exit  also,  before  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  had  taken  his/irst  seat  here.  He  had 
served  out  a  term,  and  was  gone,  before  the  oldest 
sitting  member  now  here,  had  reached  tmu  floor. 

[Mr  Crittsndcn  said:  I  bave  never  been  a  poli- 
tician since.] 

Mr.  BENTON  continued:  ft  is  not  on  tha  side, 
but  on  his  own  side  of  the  chamber,  that  the  gen- 
tleman's remark  can  find  its  application.  He  must 
look  on  his  own  side — in  his  own  nets^borhoed-~ 
on  his  right  hand — for  a  view  of  the  only  Senator 
on  bis  floor  to  whom  his  remark  can  apply. 

Having  disponed  of  these  two  small  matters,  Mr. 
B.  would  proceed|to  larger  ones,  and  first  would 
express  his  regret  at  having  so  signally  fated  in 
almost  the  only  quality  in  public  speaking  which 
he  aimed  at;  and  that  was  intelligibility.  He  did 
not  say  perrpecuity,  for  that  was  a  high  quality  in 
speaking  ana  in  writing,  end  one  to  which  he  did 
not  pretend.  But  intelligibility  he  did  pretend  to. 
He  aimed  at  being  intelligible — at  being  understood 
—at  making  his  bearers  comprehend  his  a* 
and  in  his  aim  at  this  quality,  meritorious 
humble,  he  greatly  regretted  having  si 
failed.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  i<  t 
at  the  violent  denunciation  of  a  measure  which  haw 
been  so  long  before  the  country:  he  is  astonished 
at  the  violent  epithets  which  are  lavished  upon  the 
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Idirfribolioabill— a  Mil  for  yearn  before  the 
Senate,  and  often  recommended  bj  State  LegisJa- 
antes.  He  is  astonished  at  this  denunciation,  aod 
uaese  epithets;  bat  has  wholly  failed  to  understand 
uney  I  uaedthem.  I  endeavored  to  make  myself 
nUrtlfajMa  an  tats  point,  and  therefore  dwelt  parti- 
cnlariy  upon  an  ehroaology  of  his  movement, 
auto  a*  the  distribution  of  the  land 
at  all  times— uneomtitutionat  aid 
es  sach  a  measure  mast  forever  be— it 
ltd  to  ana  to  be  stamped  with  peculiar  enormi- 
ty at  umpreseottiine,  and  in  the  present  cireum- 
sof  the  Treasury.  In  was  in  respect  to  thi* 
and  these  eirenmstancea,  that  I  fell  myself 
upon  to  steak,  and  to  speak  in  language 
which  the  Senator  qualifies,  perhaps  very  truly,  as 
1,  unexpected,  and  onealled  for  by  the  oeca- 
He  understands  me  as  directing  all  this  vie* 
against  the  measnre  itself;  no  part  of  it  as 
I  by  the  time  and  circumstances  under 
it  k  moved.  Yet,  up  >n  these  Utter  points, 
I  intended  to  be  fell  and  pointed— explicit  and  em- 
phatic, and  upon  these  points  I  expected  to  hear 
ftoan  hism  I  expected  to  hear  from  him  on 
the  point  of  bringing  forward  a  distribution  of  the  land 
levenae  at  a  time  when  the  Treasury  needed  every 
dollar  of  the  money;  aad  when,  if  the  abstraction 
should  be  made,  an  immediate  resort  must  be  htd  to 
or  taxes  to  fill  the  chasm  thus  made  in  the 
I  expected  to  be  understood  on 
► be  replied  to  upon  them — and  the 
i  shown  to  be  unfounded,  if  unfounded 
it  was,  whkmquahj&ed  this  condo  t  as  a  naked, 
auujnknt,  bnaeh  of  the  Constitution  >  as  much  as  if 
we  levied  taxes,  or  borrowed  money,  in  the  first  in- 
,  and  by  name,  to  be  distributed  among  the 
I  considered  this  conduct  as  flagrantly  un- 
isonal—as  admitting  of  no  argument — as 
j  an  exercise  of  our  revenue-raisisg  power,  not 
for  the  Union,  but  for  the  States—not  to  support 
tan  Federal  Government,  or  to  pay  its  debts,  bot  to 
support  the  Bute  Governments,  and  to  pay  their 
debts,  I  relied  upon  the  time  and  circumstance* 
to  give  this  flagrant  character  to  the  present  move- 
ment in  favor  of  the  land  bill;  and  upon  these 
points  I  wished  to.be  understood,  and  to  have  an  an- 
swer. The  Senator  has  not  answered  me:  I  pre- 
sume he  has  not  understood  me—  that  I  have  not 
been  ante  to  make  myself  intelligible  to  him;  othe  - 
wise  he  could  not  have  been  so  entirely  silent  on 
ant  main  points,  while  so  profuse  of  answers  on 


The  8enator  has  been  dead  silent  upon  the  charge 
of  iafxaat  aneoasti'UDonality  in  creating  a  defi- 
ciency of  revenue  by  distribution,  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  it  by  taxation.  He  has  not  denied 
bar  that  it  is  equivalent  to  an  original  imposition  of 
taxes  for  the  purpose  of  distribution.  He  has  nei- 
ther answered  this  charge  nor  denied  this  proposi- 
tion. Nor  has  be  done  another  thing  which  I  called 
upon  htm  to  do:  he  has  not  told  as  in  what  man- 
ner he  would  have  the  deficiency  supplied— whether 
by  loans,  or  taxes,  or  issues  of  Treasury  notes. 
The  gentleman  shakes  his  bead  at  this  last  alterna- 
tive; he  seems  to  eschew  the  Treasury  notes.  If 
so,  we  shall  be  together  at  that  point;  for  a  Trea- 
sury nose  issue  is  to  me  worse  than  loans  or  taxes. 
The  gentleman  woold  not  tell  his  resource— whe- 
ther to  borrow  or  to  lay  duties;  but,  without  the  be- 
nefit of  n  declaration  from  him,  1  believe  I  am  suf- 
ficistitly  acquainted  with  his  alternative.  I  believe 
1  can  name  it  for  him.  I  think  1  have  heard  enough 
upon  this  floor  to  be  able  to  name  it.  It  is  a  tax 
noon  luxuries— upon  silks  and  wines — upon  French 
aufca  and  Preach  wines— which  is  intended  to  sup- 
ply the  place  of  the  land  revenue.  This  is  the  re- 
sort and  the  resource.  He  hopes  to  make  his  tax 
palatable  by  laying  it  en  luxuries.  But  let  me  say 
to  the  Senator,  that,  in  point  of  unconstitutionality, 
i  is  no  difference  between  taxes  on  luxuries  and 
The  point  of  expediency  is  open 
bat  in  constitutional  authority  there 
is  bo  difference.  It  is  jost  as  unconstitutional  to 
say  taxes  upon  silks  and  wises,  for  the  sake  of 
aahung  revenue  for  the  States,  as  it  would  be  to 
raise  she  same  revenue  by  a  tax  on  sugar  and  salt. 
A*  to  the  expediency  of  doing  so,  that  is  another 
When  revenue  is  needed  for  a  constitu- 
objeet,  a  luxury  presents  itself  as  a  proper 


subject  for  taxation;  but  when  it  is  not  needed,  a 
tax  upon  any  thing  is  unconstitutional.  As  to 
French  wines  aad  Freach  silks,  a  systematic 
effort  has  been  going  on  for  some  time  to 
have  them  taxed.  To  any  one  who  will 
look  at  the  table  of  the  importation  of  these 
articles  for  a  few  years  past,  a  reason  may  be  seen 
for  the  efforts  whisk  are  made  out  of  doors  to  sub- 
ject them  to  future  duty.  The  importations  have 
been  immense — sufficient  to  supply  the  c  nntry  for 
two  or  three  years  to  come,  and  the  effect  of  a 
tax  woald  be  to  enrich  present  holders,  not  to  re- 
plenish the  Treasury.  Preeeat  holders  of  silks 
and  wines  woold  add  the  doty  to  the  price  of  the 
articles  imported  free  of  doty;  new  importers  could 
not  contend  with  them;  for  they  nvgbt  be  under- 
sold, and  ruined;  and  thns  a  tax  upon  silks  and 
wines,  while  enriching  individuals  who  have  been 
accumulating  these  articles,  woull  add  but  little  frr 
sometime  to  the  Treasury  receipts.  The  only 
effect  would  be  to  enrich  individual?,  and  injure 
commerce,  without  material  immediate  benefit  to 
the  Treasury.  The  importations  woold  be  diminish- 
ed until  the  present  stocks  were  sold  off;  this  dimi- 
nution would  be  an  injury  to  commerce  aod  navi- 
gation— an  injury  to  Southern  commerce  and  to 
Northern  navigation.  The  injury  woold  fall  upon 
tbe  South  and  West— upon  Southern  and  Western 
cotton  and  tobacco.  Large  quantities  of  these  ar- 
ticles go  to  France.  Nine  pounds  out  of  ten  of  the 
foreign  cotton  which  she  consumes,  and  four 
pounds  out  of  five  of  the  foreign  tobacco  which  she 
uses,  go  from  the  United  States;  and  how  does  she 
pay  for  them?  Like  other  nations — in  her  pro- 
ducts; and  these  products  are  chiefly  silks  and 
wines.  Diminish  the  import  of  these  silks  and 
wines,  and  you  diminish  the  export  of  cotton  and 
tobacco,  and  besides  dry  np,  or  lessen  one  of  the 
sources  for  obtaining  spec  e.  For  these  silks  and 
wines,  received  in  return  for  tobacco  and  cotton, 
are  many  of  them  exported  from  this  country— car- 
ried to  foreign  countries — to  the  West  Indies, 
Mexico,  South  America — there  to  be  exchanged 
for  specie,  or  valuable  production?;  and  thus  be- 
come the  means  of  supplying  us  with  money,  while 
giving  double  employment  to  cur  navigation. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  an  easy  business  to  lay  taxes; 
it  required  but  little  capacity,  or  knowledge,  or 
thought,  to  draw  up  an  act  to  lay  so  much  per 
centum  on  the  importation  of  a  foreign  article;  but 
there  was  something  else  which  vas  not  quite  so 
easy— which  required  judgment,  knowledge, 
thought.  It  was  to  trace  the  workings  of  that  tax 
through  its  multiplied  consequences— through  its 
effects  on  agriculture,  on  commerce,  on  navigation, 
and  on  the  present  pursuits  of  individuals,  I  do 
not  profess  to  be  able  so  to  trace  the  operation  of 
our  taxes;  but  I  can  say  that  I  have  the  annual 
document  of  our  commerce  aud  navigation  for 
twenty  yean  back— that  I  keep  it  at  my  room  in 
this  city— and  that  not  for  show,  but  for  use.  I 
study  it  from  time  to  time,  and  endeavor  to  follow, 
and  to  understand,  the  vast  subject  of  our  foreign 
commerce,  its  connection  and  dependence  on  agri- 
culture, and  tbe  effect  of  legislation  in  relation  to 
it;  and  I  am  now  ready  to  say,  that  let  this  ques- 
tion of  taxing  silks  and  wines— French  silks  and 
French  wines — (for  these  are  the  kinds  often  men- 
tioned, and  always  intended;)  let  this  question 
come  when  it  may.  I  shall  hold  myself  ready  to 
prove  a  tax  on  silks  and  wines  to  be  a  tax  on 
Southern  and  Western  productions— on  Southern 
aad  Western  agriculture— on  Southern  and  Western 
cotton  and  tobacco.  All  that  I  have  to  say  at  this  time 
is,  that  if  this  tax  is  to  be  laid  for  a  necessary  and  a 
constitutional  purpose,  the  people  of  the  Sooth  and 
the  West  will  be  ready  to  pay  it;  but  if  proposed  to 
be  laid  for  an  unconstitutional  and  unnecesary  pur- 
pose—for the  purpose  of  raising  money,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  to  be  given  to  the  States,  and 
chiefly  to  the  Sia'es  which  raise  no  cotton  or  tobac- 
co—then I  say  that  they  ought  to  resist  the  propo- 
sition—ought to  oppose  the  tax  by  the  united  voice 
of  their  delegations  in  Congress,  and  should  sum- 
men  their  brethren  in  every  part  of  the  Union  to 
desist  from  a  measore  fraught  with  ruin  to  the 
Constitution,  and  injury  to  tbe  one-half  of  the 
Union.  ' 

Tbe  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  CarrrcirDO] 


is  pleased  to  remember  an  expression  which  I  i 
some  days  ago,  and  which  was  only  a  repetition  wf 
what  I  said  four  years  ago,  when  the  distribution  ef 
public  money  among  the  Stafes  waft  first  proponed 
in  this  chamber.  He  remarked  upon  my  expres- 
sion that  if  tbe  States  onee  began  to  lap  that  bldod, 
they  would,  in  the  end,  prefer  it  to  all  other  food, 
and  suck  it  until  the  last  drop  was  drawn  away. 
I  certainly  said  it,  and  not  merely  a  few  days  agtf, 
but  four  years  ago.  I  used  the  metaphor,  coarse, 
but  streng;  and  I  used  words  m  their  literal  sense  at 
the  same  time.  I  said  if  the  Slates  once  began  to 
receive  supplies  of  money  from  the  Federal  Trea- 
sury, they  would  go  on  to  supply  themselves  from 
that  source,  until  the  Federal  Government  was 
stripped  of  Its  property  and  its  money,  and  left  in 
the  helpless  and  defenceless  condition  of  the  old 
Confederation,  dependent  upon  the  States  for  Us 
support,  and  destined  to  die  of  inanition.  I  said 
then  that  tbe  deposite  with  the  S'ates  was  a  distri- 
bution— that  not  a  dollar  of  it  would  ever  come 
back  to  the  Federal  Treasury — that  from  dividing 
surplus  revenue,  we  should  come  to  the  division  of 
that  which  was  net  surplus— that  the  States  would 
take  what  they  wanted,  and  let  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment supply  itself  as  it  could— that  the  public 
defences,  and  all  the  proper  objects  of  Federal  ex- 
penditure, would  be  stinted  and  sacrificed,  that  the 
money  might  be  taken  to  be  divided  among* the 
Sta'es.  This  is  what  I  raid  four  years  ago;  and 
short  as  tbe  time  has  been,  we  have  seen  it  more 
than  realized.  The  twenty-seven  millions  depo- 
sited wi'h  the  States  until  needed  for  the  uses  of 
the  Federal  Government,  have  been  needed,  are 
now  needed,  and  cannot  be  had.  They  are  gone 
forever !  The  public  man  is  not  in  existence  who 
dares  to  call  for  it,  or  any  part  of  it.  Even  those 
who  reproached  me  for  saying  it  would  not  be  re- 
turned, cannot  venture  to  ask  its  return;  and  if  they 
did,  they  would  be  told  it  could  not  be  paid-r-that 
the  States,  far  from  being  able  to  refund  What  they 
had  received,  were  compelled  by  their  necessi- 
ties to  call  upon  us  for  more!  The  pub- 
lic defences  have  almost  disappeared  from 
public  view.  I  endeavored  for  some  time  to  make 
a  stand  upon  this  point;  I  endeavored  to  rouse  tbe 
Senate  and  the  country  to  the  necessity  of  attend- 
ing to  the  public  defences.  With  what  effect? 
None,  but  to  make  myself  an  object  of  derision  "! 
to  be  literally  laughed  at,  and  cried  down  under 
the  clamors  for  distribution  1  My  worthy  col- 
league [Dr.  Linn]  now  ventures  to  mention  it 
again,  as  a  proper  direction  to  be  given  to  the  pub- 
lic land  revenue:  he  makes  the  proposition  as  the 
antagonist  of  distribution:  the  friends  of  distribu- 
tion will  overwhelm  his  proposition.  Sir,  I  saw 
and  foretold  many  evils  from  the  commencement 
of  this  distribution  policy;  but  I  did  not  foresee  all 
the  evils  of  it.  Things  have  taken  place  already 
which  my  imagination,  gloomy  as  it  was,  and  bod- 
ing evil  as  it  did,  could  not  foresee.  I  did  not  fore- 
see that,  in  six  short  months  after  the  first  deposite 
bill  patsed,  a  second  one  should  be  offered,  and  not 
o*ly  offered,  but  saddled,  contrary  to  all  parlia- 
mentary rule— contrary  to  all  fair  legislation— upon 
a  bill  of  a  totally  different  character— upon  a  forti- 
fication bill,  which  was  actually  sunk  and  lost  un- 
der tbe  foreign  and  unnatural  load.  I  did  not 
foresee  this  in  June,  1836,  when  I  declaimed 
sgiinst  the  evils  of  the  distribution  scheme;  but  I 
did  see  it  in  January,  1837,  when  it  actually  hap- 
pened! Neither  did  I  foresee  an  accusation  of 
fraud  against  the  United  States  for  not  depositing 
nirfe  millions  more,  when  she  had  nothing  to  depo- 
site or  to  use,  and  was  driven  to  the  issue  of  Trea- 
sury notes  for  her  daily  support.  Neither  did  I 
foresee  the  motion  of  this  day — the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  to  make  distribution  of  the 
land  revenue  at  a  time  when  the  Federal  Treasury 
was  in  want  of  every  dollar  which  the  lands,  and 
tbe  customs,  and  every  other  source  of  le venue 
can  bring  to  it.  I  did  not  foresee  these  things;  but 
they  have  happened.  They  have  come  upon  us; 
and  they  confirm  me  in  my  original  opinion,  that 
this  distribution  policy  is  the  most  fatal  step  ever 
yet  taken  in  our  Government  It  brings  the  States 
upon  us  for  their  supplies;  it  makes  them  look  to  us 
for  all  the  money  which  they  want;  and  they  have 
the  power  to  take  what  they  please.    The  Union 
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has  bo  Senators  or  Representatives  in  Congress; 
taste  functionaries  belong  to  the  States.  In  every 
Question  between  the  States  and  the  Union,  the 
delegation  of  every  State  mast  take  part  with  its 
own  State.  Demand  what  the  States  please,  and 
they  sunt  have  it.  First,  surplus  revenue;  then 
the  public  lands;  then  current  revenue;  then 
taxes  laid  for  their  benefit;  then  loans  made 
for  them,  credit  stretched  for  them,  and  debts 
assumed  to  eustain  them.  We  mast  all  vote 
the  wishes  of  onr  8tates,  or  give  place  to  those 
who  will  do  it  There  will  be  none  to  defend  the 
TJnion-^none  to  protect  its  existence— none  to  form 
a  life  guard  around  her.  The  President  is  the  only 
put  of  the  legislative  power  which  is  elected  by  the 
union,  and  responsible  to  the  whole  Union.  He 
has  a  negative  voice  upon  our  legislation,  and  is 
peculiarly  bound  to  exercise  that  voice  when  the 
safety  of  the  Union  is  endangered  by  the  encroach- 
ment ef  the  States.  He,  and  he  alone,  is  the  re- 
presentative of  the  Union.  His  veto  power  ba- 
lances two-thirds  of  the  two  Houses;  and  as  the 
representative  of  the  Union,  he  should  use  it  when 
the  Union  is  endangered.  We  have  had  one 
President  to  do  this— one  President  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  a  land  distribution  bill— and  to  protect 
the  property  of  the  Union  from  the  seizure  of  the 
States.  We  have  bad  one  to  do  it;  and  for  doing 
it,  we  hear  him  daily  denounced  by  those  to  whom 
the  late  elections  have  transferred  all  power.  We 
have  had  ooe  President  to  discharge  his  duty  to  the 
Union  which  elected  him;  he  is  denounced  for  it; 
and  according  to  all  that  we  can  see  and  hear,  we 
are  net  to  have  another  for  four  years  to  come 
at  least.  Sir,  the  danger  is  reversed.  Formerly 
the  8tate8  were  in  danger  from  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment; now  the  Federal  Government  is  in  dan- 
ger from  the  States.  It  is  now  a  moneyed,  and  not 
a  political  action,  which  creates  the  danger.  The 
encroachment  of  the  Federal  Government  upon 
the  States  was  political;  that  of  the  States  upon  the 
Federal  Gove  rLment  is  pecuniary.  The  Sates  go 
for  the  money,  and  for  the  property  of  the  Federal 
Government.  They  help  themselves  to  i ;  they 
take  what  ihey  plea.«e.  No  veto  power  is  now  to 
arrest  their  arm.  Twenty-six  States  fasten  them- 
selves upon  the  bosom  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment; they  haog  themselves  upon  every  vein  and 
artery  which  circulates  life-blood  through  her  body. 
How  long  will  it  be  before  they  suck  her  dry,  and 
leave  her  dead? 

Mr.  B.  touched  again  upon  the  public  defences. 
He  lamented  the  loss  of  the  twenty-seven  millions 
which  had  gone  to  the  Stales,  and  which  had  been 
to  them  what  a  prize  drawn  in  a  lottery  is  to  a 
thoughtless  young  man — the  mere  incentive  to  ex- 
travagances, which  lead  to  debt  and  misery. 
Every  State  is  worse  off  since  she  received  this 
money.  The  Union  has  lost  it  from  the  defences, 
and  to  the  States  which  received  it,  it  has  been  a 
curse.  More  than  that:  it  has  destroyed  all 
thoughts  of  national  defence !  Banished  all  idea 
of  fortifications,  armories,  foundries,  steam  ships, 
and  the  whole  armor  of  defence.  The  cry  for  dis- 
tribution stifles  the  voice  of  patriotism;  and  in  do- 
ing so,  invites  the  foreign  powers  to  intrude  aod 
trample  upon  us.  The  naticn,  like  the  man,* 
which  will  not  use  its  means  for  defence,  in  vies 
aggression.  It  invites  insult,  depredation,  outrage, 
war.  This  is  enough  for  me  to  fay  at  this  time. 
I  will  not  give  to  the  general  remark  an  individual 
application.  I  have  forborne  to  speak  of  the  boun- 
dary question,  so  often  agitated  here,  and  which  I 
consider  as  nothing  but  one  link  in  a  chain  of 
questions.  Though  a  Senator  for  twenty  years, 
and  this  question  a  prominent  theme  the  whole 
time,  I  have  forborne  to  speak  upon  it.  I  have  sat 
silent,  and  observant,  while  all  tides  of  the  cham- 
ber were  eager  to  speak  out.  Why  have  I  done 
this?  Became  I  had  no  opinion*?  Certainly  not; 
for  I  have  never  been  without  a  decided  opinion. 
Because  I  was  afraid  to  avow  it?  Not  at  all.  I 
have  no  reason  to  be  afraid  of  my  countrymen, 
and  still  less  of  foreigners.  Why,  then,  not  speak 
outt  Because  the  public  mind  is  net  ripe  for  the 
reception  of  my  sentiments !  because  the  public  ear 
is  not  ready  to  hear  them !  It  would  be  nonsense 
to  speak  my  sentiments  on  the  English  questions — 
t  will  not  limit  myself  to  the  boundary  question- 


but  speak  in  the  plural;  it  would  be  idle  for  me,  in 
the  preient  state  of  the  public  mind,  to  speak  out. 
We  mast  await  the  progress  of  events.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  say  that  Con* 
areas  is  inviting  aggression  by  neglecting  defence, 
and  crippling  the  Union  by  surrendering  its  money 
and  its  property  to  the  States. 

We  have  just  had  one  humiliation,  said  Mr.  B. 
and  we  do  not  want  another.  We  have  seen  what 
no  Government  has  experienced  before.  It  was 
believed  that  the  degradation  of  Governments  had 
reached  their  lowest  point,  when  a  company  of 
English  merchants  were  seen  in  Asia  dethroning 
princes  for  the  balance  of  an  account,  and  seising 
kingdoms  in  payment  of  a  note  of  hand.  The  ima- 
gination of  Sheridan  and  Burke  could  conceive 
nothing  beyond  that;  the  magnificent  oriental  dra- 
ma of  the  trial  of  Warren  Hastings  could  pre- 
sent nothing  beyond  it  But  we  have  ?een  something 
beyond  it.  We  have  seen  the  election  of  an  Ameri- 
can President  made  a  stockjobbing  operation  on 
the  London  Exchange.  We  have  seen  English 
bankers  and  money  dealers  "turning  their  attention 
to  the  internal  politic*  of  America,"  and  "trying  a 
change  ^f  the  American  ExecvUioe,"  in  order  that 
stocks  might  rise,  aod  themselves  pocket  per  ten- 
turn*  on  the  American  securities  which  they  held! 
We  have  seen  this;  and  it  seems  to  me  that,  to  have 
the  "ehangt  of  the  American  President'  converted 
into  a  stockjobbing  operation  on  the  London  Ex- 
change, is  to  reath  a  point  of  humiliation  which 
no  Government  has  ever  seen  befoie. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  The  Senator  has  based 
hi?  whole  reply  to  my  remarks  on  the  assumption 
that  the  States  do  not  possess  the  right  to  demand 
of  the  General  Government  a  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  their  common  estate  in  the  public 
lands.  I  went  on  the  assumption  that  they  have 
that  right.  That  is  not  denied,  and  has  not  been 
disproved.  True,  the  money  has  to  pass  through 
the  Treasury,  but  still  it  is  their  money.  This  point 
the  Senator  has  not  touched;  every  thing  has  been 
argued  but  the  principal  point  in  the  argument,  on 
which  all  the  rest  hangs  and  turns. 

The  honorable  gentleman,  in  his  concluding  re- 
marks, made  a  very  extraordinary  assertion  in- 
deed. Alluding  to  the  late  Presidential  election, 
and  the  influence  of  foreigners  in  this  country,  he 
ascribed  the  change  in  the  Executive  Administra- 
tion of  this  Government  to  the  bankers  and  Mock- 
jobbers  in  England  and  in  this  country.  Can  this 
be  possible?  Sure  I  am  that,  if  such  an  influence 
does* exist,  it  has  not  reached  the  part  of  the  coun- 
try uhere  I  reside;  nor  can  it  have  operated  where 
the  honorable  Senator  himself  lives,  as  the  vote  of 
bis  State  for  Martin  Van  Baren  conclusive  proves. 
It  is  not  at  that  end  of  the  Union,  then;  and  I  am 
sure  it  is  not  in  the  centre:  where,  then,  is  this 
dangerous  and  irresistible  influence  which  has 
revolutionized  our  whole  party  history?  Where, 
1  ask,  has  it  been  at  work?  Here  are  collected 
representatives  of  every  portion  of  the  entire 
Union;  to  each  Senator  I  put  the  quest  ion*  Was  it 
your  Stale  whose  vote  has  been  controlled  by  the 
trickling,  stockjobbing  capitalists  of  Europe? 
Which  of  the  States  is  it  that  lies  under  this  foul 
stigma?  Or  is  it  branded  on  the  forehead  of  the 
whole  American  people?  Is  this  entire  Republic  to 
be  considered  a?  justly  charged  with  this  dishonoi? 
Is  it  true  that  the  two  or  three  millions  of  voters 
who  constitute  that  majority  whose  votes  have 
brought  in  a  new  Administration,  have  been  influ- 
enced, swayed,  bought  up  with  foreign  money?— 
the  meanest  and  basest  of  all  influence?.  Where 
is  the  evidence  that  fixes  a  blot  like  this  to  the 
American  name?  For  myself  and  my  constituent*, 
for  the  noble  and  beloved  State  I  repreteot  in  part 
on  this  floor,  I  put  the  charge  far  from  me.  If 
there  has  been  such  an  influence  at  work,  it  has 
not  been  among  us.  No  one  man  of  the  twenty- 
six  thousand  majority  of  votes  cast  in  Kentucky 
for  General  Harrison  has  acted,  as  I  in  my  soul 
believe,  from  any  ftuch  base,  unworthy,  degrading 
influence.  Loth  I  am  to  believe  that  any  free-born 
American  citizen  has  acted  so  unworthily  of  his 
name  and  his  birthright.  And  again  I  ask,  where 
is  the  proof  of  it?  Does  the  Senator  believe  that 
proof  to  be  found  in  a  correspondence  between  an 


agent  in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  some  flDaocta- 
ing  gentleman  in  England? 

Mr.  BRNTOft.    A  director  of  thaBaakof  Bo* 
land.  ^ 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.    Well;  a  director  of  tat 
Bank  of  England,  with  respect  to  the  sab  of  a 
portion  of  Missouri  stock?    Is  that  what  the  Sam- 
tor  relies  on?    The  agent  here  writes  to  hisew- 
respondent  in  England  as  to  the  influence  likely  to 
be  exerted  by  public  events  in  this  country  on  tat 
price  of  American  stocks.*   Is  there  aay  thing  is 
wonderful—any  thing  so  "  monstrous,"  so  Mew> 
ragecuV'  in  this?    Can  any  thing  be  mors  natural, 
more  in  course,  than  such  a  corrmnoadsaee  sa 
such  a  subject?    Suppose,  instead  of  speaking  ef 
the  price  of  stocks,  he  bad  been  writing  about  the 
probable  pi  ice  of  cotton,  might  he  not  have  re* 
ferred  to  a  probable  change  in  our  financial  system 
as  likely  to  affect  thatarticleof  trade?  Does  not  every 
body  know  that  ttoveir  lightest  cheats  mptblii 
affairs  has  an  effect  on  the  commercial  world,  sal 
immediately  affects  the  state  of  prices  in  the  as* 
ket?    And  why  should  not  this  be  mentioned  hi 
regard  to  stocks  as  well  as  any  thing  else  for  ale 
in  the  market?    That  is  all  the  proof  I  have  send 
in  support  of   this  mighty  charge  about  British 
stockjobbing  influence  in  American  elections, 

Mr.  BENTON.  Not  the  tenth,  not  the  hindren 
part  of  the  proof. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.    No:  I  will  tell  the  boa* 
rable  Sena'or  what  has  produced  this  astounding 
political  change.    The  gentleman  shall  not  escape 
from  the  argument— from  a  fact  so  nutorious.  It 
would  indeed  be  bnt  a  melancholy  consolauoa  to 
the  gentleman  and  his  friends,  to  ascribe  their  de- 
feat to  the  dishonor  of  their  native  country.  Were 
I  in  their  situttion,  sooner  than  cast  a  stigma  lib 
this  on  the  land  of  my  nativity,  and  on  so  targe,  so 
vast  a  majority  of  my  countrymen,  I  would  admit 
that  my.  party  had  mismanaged  public  aftairi,  or 
that  at  least  the  people  thought  they  had;  or,  some- 
how or  other,  they  had  lost  the  public  confidence. 
Never,  never  since  the  foundation  of  the  Govern? 
ment,  did  so  many  American  freemen  cast  their 
votes  with  one  special  and  specific  undeis'aediag 
as  to  the  grounds  of  their  united  action.   That  » 
my  opinion.    The  result  of  the  late  election  b  sot 
the  effect  of  British  gold,  but  the  sense  of  the  Ame- 
rican people  as  to  the  management  of  their  public 
affairs,  publicly  and  palpably  expressed.    I*t  not 
gentlemen  attempt  to  get  out  of  the  position  is 
which  that  election  has  placed  diem,  by  stigma- 
tizing  the  people  of  the  United  States  with  eorrtp- 
tion.  No,  no:  this  expression  of  opinion  comes  iron 
the  old  genuine  Republican  stock  who  set  up  theCrc- 
vernment:  it  is  a  spark  from  the  old  Revolutionary 
flint,  and  it  has  blown  the  gentlemen  sky  high.   Ui 
them  not,  now  that  they  have  reached  ihegrouad,aad 
are  rubbing  their  bruised  and  broken  limbs,  try  to  dis- 
guise from  themselves  the  truth  as  to  what  hart 
them.    Strange  indeed  would  it  be,  could  the  magie 
wand  of  British  gold  be  applied  to  produce  soma 
result.    All  the  natural  causes,  on  that  subject, 
seem  to  point  the  other  way.    We  might  eipast 
that  Kings  and  Presidents,  who  try  to  be,  and » 
live,  like  Kings,  feel  a  natural  sympathy  with  earn 
other.    They  do  not  seek  to  put  down  the  areas 
to  raise  the  cottage.     If  the  real  truth  eouM  be 
come  at  in  the  matter,  I  verily  believe  that  (here 
was  more  foreign  sympathy  with  the  reigning  Pre* 
tident  than  with  his  plain,  humble,  Republican  op- 
ponent.   There  is  not  a  State,  no,  nor  a  coentjf , 
through  this  wide  Union,  that  was  swayed  »* 
late  vote  by  any  influence  from  the  London  Er* 
change.    Gentlemen  are  sadly  puzzled  to  account 
for  the  result.    Some  say,  "On,  it  was  all  the  work 
of  British  gold !"    Others  say,  "It  was  nothing  bat 
the  senseless  cry  about  log  cabins  and  hard  cider.0 
AH  sorts  of  devices  are  used  to  disguise  a  race  at 
appalling.    Some  aay  it  was  all  the  effect  of  coon* 
skins.     And  one  very  distinguished,  mteileaweH 
argumentative  Senator  assured  us  that,  if  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Whig  party  were  to  be  carried  out* 
they  would  lead  only  to  this  that  we  should  pat 
down  this  magnificent  Capitol,  the  proud  haUof 
American  legislation, and  builc\in  itsplacealogcft* 
bin  hung  round  with  coon-skinn  I  But  the  gentlemen 
do  not,  or  will  not,  understand  what  they  see.  it  it 
J  no  cry  about  log  cabins  or  hard  cider  that  has  thai 
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it  one  lsaa*  almost  the  whole  American 
pttfle.  It  wii  something  greater,  higher,  deeper. 
I  know  that  the  election  of  William  Henry  Harri- 
son is  to  the  politicians  a  stumbling  block,  and  to  the 
Van  Boxen  men  fooliihness}  bat  to  any  unbiassed, 
candid,  intelligent  observer,  it  most  appear  to  be 
the  wisdom  and  the  power  of  a  great  people.  I  can 
tell  the  gentlemen  that  it  is  not  so  very  politic  to 
sneer  at  log  cabins.  They  are  the  emblem,  the 
Tiubie  type,  of  the  power  of  the  people.  Long;  will 
it  continne  to  be  dear  to  them  as  a  remem  >rancer 
of  the  fact  that  they  were  able,  by  the  peaceful  fiat 
of  their  will,  to  take  the  man  they  loved  from  a  log 
cabin,  and  set  him  in  the  palace  of  their  dominion. 
It  in  the  practical,  visible,  tangible  symbol  of  their 
power — which  may  God  preserve!  Think  you  to 
win  their  favor  by  treating  it  with  scorn  and  derision? 
Ton  forced  it  on  as  by  yoar  tennis;  you  laughed  at 
onr  candidate  as  the  inmate  of  a  cabin)  and  yon  have 
seen,  and  yon  now  feel,  the  effect  of  yoar  own  wit; 
and,  if  1  am  not  very  much  mistaken,  yon  will 
never  need  another  lesson  to  teach  yoa  the  danger 
,  of  sneering  at  log  cabin?.  The  people  are  coming, 
on  the  4th  of  March,  to  show  yon  what  ii  is  to  set 
your  foot  upon  mem.  They  are  bringing  the  man 
of  the  log  cabin,  and  they  mean  to  place  him  in 
yonder  While  House.  Yon  pozsle  your  heads 
aadly  to  aeaoent  for  it;  but  we  will  work  oat  the 
sum  for  yoa* 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  again  immediately  after 
Mr.   GsTRinsar,  and  said  that  he  had  again 
failed  at  the  point  of  intelligibility— had   again 
tailed  in  the  only  quality  which  he  aspired  to  in 
public  speaking— had  again  failed  in  the  humble 
effort  or  trying  lo  be  understood.     The  Senator 
from  Kentucky  mistook  him.    He  had  not  attri- 
buted the  result  of  the  late  Presidential  election  to 
say  one  cause,  much  less  to  me  sole  interference  of 
British  bankers.    He  spoke  of  the  degradation  to 
▼hash  we  were  subjected  when  these  money  deal* 
as  bad  the  audacity  lo  interfere  in  our  Presidential 
tieefkm  ia  order  to  raise  the  price  of  their  stocks. 
It  was  the  disgrace  of  the  interference  of  which  he 
tpoke,  and  not  the  effect  of tthe  interference.  The  Se- 
nsor from  Kentucky  was  mistaken  in  supposing 
ibai  lie  had  attributed  the  result  in  every  Btate  to 
fee  ioterfereoce  of  the  London  money  dealers.    He 
(Mr.  B.)  knew  very  well  what  be  had  raid;  and 
vtttt  he  had  said  he  was  able  to  prove,  and  meant 
lo  do  it  on  a  proper  occasion.    He  had  the  evi- 
dence on  band,  and  that  not  merely  in  tbe  Hoih 
letter*?,  and  in  the  London  high  Tory  papers,  but 
in  muore  formal  and  considerate  productions.    I 
said  that  the  ckangt  of  the  American  Executive 
hud   been   made  a  stockjobbing  operation  on  the 
London  Kxchange— that  English  money  dealers  had 
interfered  in  our  election,  and  interfered  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  the  price  of  stocks — for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  them  to  pocket  per  cen tains.  Tbis 
is  what  I  said.    I  was  speaking  of  natioaal  dis- 
grace, and  not  of  election  results.    Doubtless  these 
fo'esgnea  contributed  mach  to  that  result;  bat  I 
vuwe  never  attributed  the  whole  to  them.  I  ascribe 
u^e  result  to  many  causes;  but  since  the  official 
ntuxns  have  come  in,  I  confess  the  result  is,  to 
me,  incomprehensible.    These  returns  show  the 
;    Democratic  candidate  to  have  been  defeated  afar 
leeeivingen  immense,  and  almost  incredible  in- 
crease  of  votes.    Mr.  Van  Buren  received,  in 
1040,  no  less  than  370,000  votes  mere  than  he  re- 
eefnd  in  1836;  he  received  nearly  doable  as  many 
as  General  Jackson  received  at  either  of  his  elec- 
tions; he  would  seem  to  have  received  an  increase 
as  votes  c%asi  to  the  increase  of  tbe  who  e  voting 
pousjIstfkMi;  he  had  received  all  this,  and  still  he  is 
ihsWnil  T    This,  sir,  is  incomprehensible  to  me. 
Perhaps  the  Federal  census  may  throw  some  light 


Ti»  question  now  recurring  on  the  amendment 
awed  by  Mr.  Calsoubt— 
Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  reminded  the  Senate 
the  amendment  contained  a  blank  which 

be  filled  before  the  vote  was  taken* 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  left  the  blank  to  be 
by  the  Senate  as  it  might  think  proper.  If 
noendment  should  prevail,  the  blank  might  be 

afterwards, 

Mr*  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  there  was  no  need 
of  filling  the  Wank  at  this  moment. 


Mr.  PRESTON  said  the  proposition  was  one  of 
imp  nance,  and  he  required  a  little  time  lo  reflect 
before  he  voted  upon  it;  and  he  thereupon  moved 
that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


WsrorcsDir,  January  13, 1841. 

The  Pre-emption  bill  coming  up  as  the  unfinished 
business, -aod  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Calhouh's 
proposition  to  strike  out  Mr.  CniTTSSDsw*  amend- 
ment, and  insert  a  provision  ceding  the  public 
lands,  on  certain  conditions,  to  the  States  in  which 
they  lie— 

Mr.  PRESTON  expressed  his  regret  that,  on  his 
account,  the  Senate  should  have  gone  through  the 
formality  of  an  adjournment,  since  he  had  nothing 
to  say  which  would  at  all  compensate  for  this  de- 
lay. He  had  intended  to  offer  but  a  fewVecessary 
remark*,  and  he  now  therefore  rose  under  circum- 
stances fomewhat  embarrassing.  He  felt  it,  how- 
ever, to  be  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  bimself,  before 
he  gave  the  vote  which  he  intended  to  give  on  this 
measure,  to  state  some  reasons  why  he  could  not 
yield  it  hi*  support;  more  especially  as  he  had  for- 
merly felt  somewhat  inclined  to  favor  some  such 
scheme:  for  he  had  been  ready  to  embrace  almost 
any  measure  which  shoold  divest  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment of  the  trouble,  vexation,  embarrassment, 
contests,  and  particularly  of  the  patronage  which 
arose  from  these  public  lands  lying  within  the  seve- 
ral State*?  The  management  of  them  seemed  to 
be  generally  conceded  to  be  very  burdensome  to 
our  legislation,  and  be  had  been  very  anxious  that 
no  effort  should  be  omitted  to  deliver  Congress  from 
its  perpetual  exactions;  and  he  still  considered  it  as 
one  of  oar  misfortunes  to  be  so  often  called  to  dis- 
cuss and  decide  upon  difficult  questions  connected 
with  this  intricate  subjec',  and  so  frequently  to  ex- 
ercise tbe  powers  of  the  General  Government  within 
the  limits  of  the  States.    - 

A  long  course  of  observation,  however,  had  di- 
minished his  apprehensions  as  to  the  subject  of 
most  difficulty,  viz:  the  danger  of  Executive  pa- 
tronage, arising  from  the  possession  and  manage- 
ment of  this  extensive  domain.  Reason  and  expe- 
rience had  long  since  taught  him  that  all  the  powers 
which  Congress  assumed,  whether  legitimately  or 
not,  whether  constitutional  or  otherwise,  ultimately 
found  their  residence  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  whose  person  was  the  great  and  ultimate  de- 
pository ot  the  powers  of  Government,  bnd  most 
especially  of  all  unauthorized  and  doubtful  powers 
claimed  by  if.  Having  resisted  all  irregular  ex- 
ertion of  Executive  authority  with  great  anxiety, 
and  having  felt  its  effects  very  severely,  Mr.  P. 
had  been  extremely  desirous  to  see  the  prolific 
source  of  patronage  diminished  or  ent  off.  When 
he  saw,  from  day  to  day,  so  many  of  the  Senators, 
representing  new  States  of  the  Confederacy,  voti  )g 
habitually  with  tbe  Executive,  and  sustaining  all 
those  measures  which  be  then  thought,  and  the  re- 
sult nav  proved,  to  be  most  disastrous,  he  inferred 
that  there  was  a  source  of  influence  in  the  public 
lands  which  produced  a  course  so  much  to  be  de- 
precated. He  perceived  that  the  control  of  this 
public  domain  enhanced  the  powers  of  Congress, 
and  that  Congress  was  disposed  to  surrender  its 
powers  to  the  Executive. 

He,  however,  said  that  the  deep  aod  painful 
anxiety  be  had  once  experienced  on  this  subject 
had  been  somewhat  diminished.  He  was  happy 
to  find  that  he  had  been  mistaken  as  to  the  extent 
of  the  evil;  that,  after  all,  tbe  free  spirit  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  new  States  was  competent  to  resist 
this  malign  influence— of  asserting  its  indepen- 
dence, and  tbis  gave  a  pledge,  and  furnished  a  hap- 
py augury  of  tbe  continuance  of  our  free  institu- 
tions, air.  P.  admitted  that  he  had  been  taught  a 
lesson  of  great  value.  The  landed  States,  which 
he  had  once  supposed  to  be  bowed  and  subjugated 
by  their  condition  into  a  spirit  of  subserviency  to 
the  Executive  will,  had,  in  die  late  Presidential 
election,  proved  that  a  large  majority  among  them 
were  animated  by  a  spirit  superior  to  local  and 
temporal y  influences.  Five  out  of  nine  of 
these  Stales,  embraced  in  this  cession,  had  ranged 
themselves  against  the  existing  Administration,  in 
spite  of  its  patronage,  and  the  open  and  daring  use 


of  it  for  its  purposes,  and  out  of  sixty-three,  had 
cast  forty-two  votes  for  General  Harrison.  Mr.  P. 
asked  pardon,  therefore,  of  these  patriotic  new 
Stales  for  the  fears  which  bad  once  possessed  him. 
He  here  took  back  tbe  opinion  hs  had  once  held 
and  expressed.  He  congratulated  the  country  on 
so  favorable  an  omen  for  tbe  future,  and  was  now 
prepared  well  to  (believe  that  tbe  sturdy  indepen- 
dence of  our  brethren  in  the  West  woald  ever  be 
ready  to  assert  itself  when  circumstances  required. 
Mr.  P.  said  this  in  no  spirit  of  acrimony  towards 
any  one,  but  to  explain  and  vindicate  some  change 
of  opinion  which  had  been  mainly  founded  on 
these  views. 

He  did  not  desire  to  be  understood  as  saying  that 
be  hsd  or  could  at  any  time  have  approved  the  pro- 
ject of  cession  now  presented  to  the  Senate,  but  hs 
had  once  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  surrender- 
ing in  some  way  to  the  new  States  the  exclusive 
control  of  the  public  land  within  their  limits,  hop- 
ing thereby  to  exempt  Congress  from  all  further 
responsibility  and  anxiety  respecting  if,  and  to  re- 
lieve those  States  from  the  influence  of  a  dangerous 
patronage.  He  did  not  think  thai,  even  under  the 
powerful  action  of  these  motives  when  operating 
on  bis  mind  in  their  fullest  force,  he  could  have 
voted  for  the  measure  proposed  by  his  colleague. 
He  certainly  could  not  do  so  at  this  time. 

He  was  aware  that  the  entire  subject  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  public  domain  was  now  thrown 
open  for  discussion,  but  it  was  not  his  purpose  to 
enter  at  large  upon  the  subject,  not  only  because 
there  was  not  now  time  to  do  it  justice,  but  because 
he  bad  already  spoken  to  the  principle  of  preemp- 
tion contained  in  the  bill. 

And  now,  wi>h  regard  to  the  amendment  before 
u«,  let  us  first  look  at  the  nature  of  the  powers  of 
Congress  in  controlling  the  public  land?.  By  an  ex- 
press provision  in  the  Constitution,  we  are  autho- 
rized to  make  such  regulations  in  regard  to  them  as 
Congress  shall  think  proper.  This  provision  re- 
sulted from  the  cessions  by  Virginia  and  Connecti- 
cut, and  from  the  subsequent  ordinance  of  the  old 
Congress.  Undoubtedly  these  grants  did  look  to 
the  power  exercised  under  the  Confederation  in 
establishing  the  rates  of  contribution  of  the  differ- 
ent States  to  the  expense  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. I  hold  in  my  hand  these  deeds  of  cession 
and  the  ordinance  to  which  I  have  just  referred!  I 
shall  not  go  fully  into  the  extent  of  the  con'rol 
here  authorised,  or  the  duties  of  Congress  grow- 
ing out  of  it.  By  these  deeds  it  is  declared  as 
follows: 

"Deed  of  Onion  of  Virginia,  March  1,1781. 

"That  all  the  land*  within  the  territory  so  oadad  to  tba 
United  States,  and  not  received  for  or  appropriated  to  any  of  toe 
before-mentioned  purposes,"  Ac.  "■bail  be  considered  a  com- 
mon fund  for  the  nee  and  beneOt  of  each  of  the  United  States  a* 
have  become  or  shall  become  members  of  the  Confederation  or 
Federal  alliance  of  the  said  States,  Virginia  Included,  according 
to  their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and 
expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithfully  aod  bona  fide  disposed  of 
for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 
"Deed  of  Oenion  of  Connecticut,  Sept.  14, 1786. 

"All  tbe  right,  title,  interest,  jurisdiction,  and  claim  of  the 
Stole  of  Connecticut,"  etc.  "shall  he  Included,  released  and 
ceded  to  the  United  Stales,"  u  for  the  common  use  and  benefit 
of  said  States.  Connecticut  inclusive." 

South  Carolina  deeded  August  9, 1787,  "for  the  benefit  of  the 
said  Stales."  North  Carolina  deeded  "as  a  further  mesne  ae 
well  of  hastening  the  extinguishment  of  the  debts,  as  of  seta* 
qltahmgthe  harmony  of  the  United  States,"  and  declared  that 
the  lands  "shall  be  considered  a  common  fund."  Georgia 
deeded  on  the  same  conditions, 

HeooluUon  of  Onsgrest,  Oct.  10, 1780. 

Reoohid)  That  the  unappropriated  lands  that  may  be  ceded 
orrehnqoished  to  the  United  Stales,  by  any  particular  Stale, 
shall  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  United 


What,  then,  are  tbe  powers  and  duties  of  Con- 
gress in  reference  to  tbis  fond?  Tbe  first  thing  that 
strikes  one  is,  the  cession  of  Virginia  a  fund  was 
ceded— expressly  and  emphatically  a  fund— to  be 
nsed  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  all  tbe  States;  and  then,  by  way 
of  greater  caution  and  more  eipUcit  declaration, 
adds,  "and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bonmJUU  disjused 
of  for  that  parpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  pur- 
pose whatsoever."  It  is  manifest  that  Virginia  had 
ia  view  a  money  transaction — the  creation  of  a> 
fond  to  be  in  the  hands  of  Congress,  to  be  disposed 
of  for  money  purposes.  While  she  ceded  the  juris- 
diction of  the  lands,  her  object  was  to  enable  Con- 
gress to  discharge  moneyed  does,  and  effect  fiscal 
operations.  I  contend  that  Ibis  was  a  trust  fond, 
to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  on 
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certain  odndiLious,  and  under  restrictions,  and  that 
our  control  oyer  it  is  limited  by  the  nature  of  the 
tvust  Hare,  than,  we  have  a  fond  created — a  trust 
coaaded— and  the  objects  of  both  tnecified,  vi«  to 
ratiare  the  Btatee  (torn  the  burdens  imposed  by  the 
Confederation,  and  each  State  was  to  receive  the 
benefit,  according  to  its  usual  proportion  in  those 
burdens 

We  must  perform  ia  foil  faith  whatever  doty 
was  confided  to  oa>  Yet,  considering  the  whole 
scope  of  the  deed  of  cession,  we  cannot  conclude 
that,  in  the  administration  of  this  trust,  we  are  to 
regard  it  exclusively  in  a  money  point  of  view,  as 
marc  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  There  are  other 
and  very  high  considerations  which  connot  them- 
selves with  the  subject.  We  must  remember  that, 
while  we  act.  under  trusts  from  Virginia  and  Con- 
necticut and  oiher  ceding  States,  we  also  act  under 
other  trusts,  of  a  very  comprehensive  nature,  from 
all  the  States,  and  that  each  of  these  trusts  must 
be  administered  in  reference  to  the  othsr,  so  as  not 
to  trench  upon  or  be  inconsistent  with  it.  If,  be- 
cause it  is  a  fiscal  trust  from  Virginia,  we  act  upon 
a  calculation  of  mere  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence, 
then  we  immediately  run  foul  of  the  other  trusts 
which  we  hold  from  the  whole  Union.  While  we 
look  that  we  are  faithful  to  the  one,  we  must  see 
that  we  are  not  unfaithful  to  the  other;  we  must 
keep  an  eye  to  the  whole,  and  carry  on  all  our  trusts 
together,  as  harmoniously,  with  respect  to  each 
other,  as  we  can.  We  must  destroy  none,  but  pro- 
mote all,  as  far  as  it  shall  be  possible.  I  am  not  for 
looking  exclusively  to  the  financial  aspect  of  oor 
powers,  but  for  remembering  that,  ia  the  discbarge 
of  them,  there  also  political  relations  which  must  of 
necessity  be  evolved.  No  doubt,  the  first  motive 
which  led  to  the  cession  was  a  political  one— the 
States  owning  no  land,  seeing  that  in  j  vast  domains 
of  other  States  might  lead  to  an  undue  ascendency 
in  the  Confederacy,  therefore  proposed  a  cessicn 
for  the  erection  of  new  States. 

We  are  entrusted  then  with  a  general  fund 
which  we  are  bound  to  administer  in  a  spirit  at 
once  of  liberality  towards  the  new  States,  of  just 
economy  as  regards  our  Treasury,  and  of  mere  po- 
licy as  regards  the  general  good  of  eur  Un  ion.  These 
new  members  of  the  Confederacy  have  been  made 
States  much  more  quickly  than  ever  was  anticipated; 
they  are  treated  as  children,  and  have  ever  been 
treated  as  favored  children.  They  have  grown  and 
thriven  with  vast  and  unexpected  rapidity;  they 
are  filling  up  with  a  teeming  population,  and  are 
fast  becoming  of  themselves  a  magnificent,  empire, 
which  stands  in  the  presence  of  the  other  States,  not 
as  a  child  in  the  presence  of  its  parents,  but  as  one 
of  full  growth  and  proportions,  on  a  footing  of  en- 
lire  equality  with  the  Old  Thirteen,  and 
destined,  at  no  distant  day,  even  to  assert  superiori- 
ty of  them.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  while  we  have  been  so  ful- 
filling the  trustireposed  in  us  as  to  promote  and  foster 
the  well-being  of  the  new  Slates,  we  hold  a  trust 
for  all  the  Slates  of  the  Confederacy,  and  hold  it  on 
the  ground  that  this  public  domain  on  which  these 
new  States  have  sprung  up,  is  a  fund— a  common 
fond  for  the  use  of  all  the  States.  What  was  the 
feelings  of  Virginia  when  she  made  a  cession  in 
terms  so  guarded?  She  states  the  purposes  for 
which  she  makes  the  cession,  and  then  she  adds 
that  it  shall  be  applied  to  these  purposes,  and  to  no 
other  use  or  purpose  whatever.  And  to  show  the 
spirit  of  caution  in  which  she  proceeded,  she  would 
not  leave  it  to  implication  that  her  own  rights  were 
of  course  to  be  regarded  with  the  rights  of  all  her 
sister  States,  but  added  the  words '  'Virginia  in- 
cluded," thus  making  assurance  doubly  sure. 
There  is  not  on  the  records  of  civilized  nations  a 
more  illustrious  instance  of  longsighted,  wise,  and 
devoted  patriotism  than  this  very  act  by  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Virginia.  She  thus  dismembered 
herself  of  an  extent  of  territory  larger  than  her  own 
limits,  and  freely  gave  it  to  the  whole  Republic  She 
beggared  herself  that  she  might  bestow  this  munifi- 
cent donation  upon  the  Union  at  large.  And  now, 
in  her  advanced  age,  when  her  lands  are  worn  oot, 
and,  instead  of  being  covered  with  waving  harvests 
of  wheat,  are  covered  over  with  broom-sedge,  when 
her  finances  are  embarrassed,  and  we  may  almost 
say  that  In  her  old  age  she  is  actually  impove- 


rished, is  it  right,  ia  it  becoming,  is  it  honorable,  is 
it  grateful  to  turn  round  and  say  to  her,  you  are 
no  longer  entitled  to  any  share  in  the  benefits  of 
this  your  own  donation?  Were  there' no  other 
State  in  the  Union  which  could  put  io  any  claim 
to  a  share  in  the  proceeds  of  this  public  domain, 
surely  it  is  our  duty,  it  ia  your  doty,  it  is  my  doty 
to  stand  up  for  the  rights  of  the  Old  Dominion,  and 
to  see  that  she  shall  retain  some  portion  in  that  in- 
herits nee,  which,  with  a  regal  munificence,  she  has 
freely  bestowed  upon  us  all. 

In  the  administration  of  the  public  lands,  we 
are  not  to  oppress  and  pinch  the  West,  so  as  io 
wring  out  the  very  last  dollar  the  lands  can  be 
made  to  produce;  we  are  not  to  act  the  part  of  a 
miserly  landlord.  We  have  not  acted  in  this 
spirit.  Never.  On  the  contrary,  I  aver  that  we 
have  acted  towards  these  new  States  the  part  of  a 
true-hearted  and  generous  parent.  We  have  nur- 
tured, and  fed,  and  clothed  them,  till  they  are 
grown  to  the  height  and  stature  of  adult  strength 
long  before  they  are  of  age.  From  being  feeble 
and  helpless  and '  tottering,  they  have  become 
stongand  rich  and  able.  Bat  would  I  stop  here? 
Not  at  all  1  would  act  towards  them  in  the 
same  spirit  still— a  spirit  liberal,  affectionate,  and 
generous.  I  would  foster  their  growth  and  im- 
provement, and  promptly  defend  them  from  Indian 
aggression;  bat,  at  the  same  time,  as  a  trust,  e,  I 
would  look  for  some  return  of  profit  to  the  other 
States  of  the  Union. 

Now,  in  the  application  of  these  general  princi- 
ples to  the  amendment  which  has  been  proposed  by 
my  colleague  from  South  Carolina,  in  the  first 
place  I  inquire  whether  his  is  a  financial  scheme  at 
all;  and  if  so,  whether  it  is  such  an  one  as,  under 
the  relations  in  which  we  stand,  it  is  just  and  pro- 
per for  Ui  to  adopt?  I  connot  bat  regard  it  as  it 
respects  the  cession  under  which  we  have  received 
these  lands.  I  will  not  quibble  about  the  terms. 
Virginia  did  certainly  cede  these  lands  to  the  United 
8tates,and  the  equivalent  was  the  securing  of  ceitaia 
rights  to  herself,  together  with  the  incidental  advan- 
tages which  would  grow  out  of  the  cession  to  her- 
self and  her  sister  States.  But  was  it  a  sale? 
Was  it  a  financial  agreement?  Did  she  reserve 
for  herself  a  fund  from  the  proceed*?  Was  it 
a  mere  act  of  cargain  and  sale?  Nothing  like  it. 
It  was  a  deed  of  boundless  liberality;  it  was  a  ces- 
sion of  all  her  interests  in  this  vast  territory;  it  was 
an  act  in  which  she  sacrificed  herself  and  looked 
only  to  the  good  of  the  country.  The  present 
amendment  purports  to  be  a  "cession."  tyc  are 
to  give  away  to  the  new  States  the  public  land. 
But  can  we  give  these  lands  away  as  Virginia  did? 
Is  this  Territory  ours,  as  it  was  hers?  Not  at  all. 
She  held  it  in  fee*simple.  She  held  it  in  entire 
and  absolute  property.  It  was  her  own;  the 
might  do  with  it  what  she  would,  and  she  chose 
to  give  it  away.  But  we  cannot  give  it  It  was 
bars  in  fee  simple;  it  is  ours  only  in  trust.  She  held 
it  in  her  own  right;  we  held  it  in  right  of  others. 
She  held  it  as  proprietor,  we  held  it  as  trustees  for 
all  the  States.  That  we  have  a  right  to  sell  the 
land,  I  have  no  doubt;  and  that,  in  execution  of 
other  trusts  confided  to  us,  we  may,  in  certain 
cases,  give  portions  of  it  away,  I  do  not  deny;  but 
we  have  no  constitutional  right  to  destroy  the  trust: 
that  is  an  act  which  transcends  the  power  of  Con- 
gref s.  And  further,  if  we  part  with  it  under  a 
mere  colorable  sale,  it  ft  an  avoidance  of  our  high 
trust,  and  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  If  we 
sell  at  all,  we  must  sell  in  good  faith,  for  a  vain- 
able  consideration,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States. 

What  is  the  consideration  reserved  in  this  act  of 
cession?  It  purports  .to  be  65  per  cent,  on  the  sales; 
in  other  words,  it  is  a  prop  o  ition  to  cede  35  per 
cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  to  certain 
selected  States.  What  consideration  for  this  35 
per  cent.?  We  have  been  now  for  fifty  years. ad- 
ministering this  trosf,  and  we  have  not  yet  got 
through  with  it.  It  is,  in  fact,  continually  opening 
upon  us.  There  seems  something  magical  about 
it.  It  grows  on  us  as  we  proceed.  A  portion  of 
the  trust  estate  has  been  destroyed,  and  yet,  just  as 
fast  as  we  have  sold  and  consumed  it,  it  has  in- 
creased upon  our  hands.  In  proportion  as  we  have 
ascended  in  our  legislation,  a  wider  horuon  has 


opened.    At  first,  there  was  a  wall  of  IadUav  aid 
of  foreign  territory  all  around  us;  bat  with  evert 
rolling  year  its*limits  have  been  rolled  back,  ft* 
not  now  bounded  by  the  Miami,  nor  by  theWt. 
bash,  nor  by  the  Mississippi;  no,  nor  by  the  Ha*t 
Mountains.    But  my  honorable  friend  here  rtfc 
Linm]  invokes  the  Senate  to  extend  its  view  to  & 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  river.    We  have  not  dote 
with  this  trust,  nor  half  done  with  it:  we  havebafit 
up  an  empire,  and  yet  we  are  only  on  the  tarwhbld 
of  our  possessions.    To  show  how  link  we  am 
yet  made  by  it  in  a  financial  view,  let  me  state  that 
from  the  returns  as  brought  up  to  a  very  recent  pe- 
riod, our  expenses  have  exceeded  our  gains,  we 
are  not  yet  repaid  for  the  expenses  of  the  tract:  te 
are  more  than  five  millions  yet  in  debt.    I  speak  of 
the  whole  domain;  however  derived.   The  cost  tad 
charges  of  managing  this  property  have  been  \  108,. 
000,000.    The  income  from  it  has  bees  oot  quite 
#98,000,000.    Nor  is  this  difference  the  only  bv 
Unce  against  us.    Thus  far,  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  have  not  reimbursed  the  expenses  of  theirtc- 
quisition  and  preparation  for  sale.    The  following 
is  the  official  statement  of  the  account  current  of 
the  United  States  With  their  publicjlands: 
Statement  oftheeott in  the  acquisition  ondmamegmM* 
the  public  land*,  and  of  the  receipts  arising  firm  da  am 
thereof,  to  the  Mth  September,  1838. 
The  whole  expenditure  under  the  head  of  Indian  Depaitaad, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Government  to  Bepwmbw 
90. 1838,  so  far  as  can  be  asoertained  from  ta*ie*««tof  the 
office,  amounte  to  ....  §jfy(H7JB8 

By  the  convention  of  Prance  of  the  3d 
April.  1803.  the  Untied  States  paid  for 
Louisiana,  in  stock  and  money  •  #15,000,000 

Interest  on  the  stock,  up  to  the  time  it 
became  redeemable  -     8,039,863 

Br  the  treaty  with  Spain  of  the  22d  Fe> 
bruary,  1819,  there  was  paid  for  the 
Floridastheeumof 


Interest  on  the  stock,  constituted  par  act 
of  24th  May.  ISM,  to  provide  for  the 
awards  of  the  commissioners  under 
the  said  treaty,  up  to  the  time  H  was 
paid  off  »    •      - 


6,009,000 


Mfift.7« 


Hie  payments  to  the  State  of 
of  lands  rel       ■  ■    •-    - 


jia,  on  account 
ilinquiahed  to  the  United  States,  Includ- 
ing the  value  of  arms  furnished  that  Stale, 
amounted  to  » 

Amoant  of  Mississippi  stoCk  Issued  under  the  act  of 
3d  March,  1815,  and  redeemed  at  the  Treasury, 
exclusive  of  the  amoant  received  in  payment  of 
lands  •  ... 

There  has  been  paid  for  salaries  and  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  General  Land  Office 

For  salaries  aud  incidental  expenses  of 
the  several  land  offices,  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sales,  while  in  the  hands  of 
the  receivers 

For  the  salaries  of  the  registers  and  re- 


yap 


3£V,9» 


ceivers,  by  warrant*  on  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States    • 


920B 


a^MtJBfi 


For  the  salaries  of  surveyors-general  and  their 
clerks,  and  of  the  commissioners  for  settling  land 
claims,  Sec.  • 

And  for  me  survey  of  public  wads    - 

Cosi,  including  foreign  cessions  and  expenses  of  In-  ___- 
dian*,  ...  ...  •71W*' 

The  cost  in  the  acquisition  and  management  of  the 
public  lands,  exclusive  of  the  sums  paid  for  ces- 
sions from  foreign  Governments,  and  expenses  of 
Indian  wars,  foi  which  specific  appropriation!      ^^ 
were  made,  ...  «  ***?!" 


Receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  the  sales  of  pubnt 
lands  te  September  90, 1888,  exclusive  ef  reetsj* 
from  lands  sold  for  the  benefit  of  Indiana, 


Tuasury  Dxyumrew, 

Rmistcb's  Ohio,  February  1,  MBja.  ' 

Nora.— The  records  of  this  office  exhibit  ao  epej&tw* 
priations  for  suppressing  Indian  hoatiliuW  until  vmt  aajF» 
that  year,  the  cost  of  wars  with  the  Imf 
propiiations  tot  the  Army  generally.     _. 
hostilities  from  1st  January,  1636,  to  SOttVl 
amounts  to  #16,23^868  64. 

Hits  account  does  not  include  the 
bursements  for  Indian  wars,  which,  bWfeUsiji 
recent  enormous  expenses  in  Florida,  may « 
ly  set  down  at  forty  millions  of  doDam 
this  very  large  balance  standing  agai 
yet  in  possession  of  the  United  States, 
lation  of  the  value  of  that  reside*  ' 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  be  eomft»At" 
will  not  reimburse  us,  much  leas  the  €»  f*V^M 
which  he  proposes  to  reenre.  And  **#nt**Er 
have  squandered  not  only  what  Virgin*  atslP 
other  States  Mat  us,  bat  adse  a  large  awn  «**#*** 
contributed  by  the  old  States  ia  thi  femeWatJI' 
upon  their  citiztns  before  the  States  now 


ttrreftU  ms'alas 


Jan.  1841. 
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to  bev  benefited  were  ia  existence.  Id  this  most  ob- 
vioae  view  of  the  case,  we  give  oat  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, to  a  few  favored  States,  thirty- five  per  cant,  of 
may  millions  of  dollars  collected  from  the  other 
States,  By  this  operation,  Virginia  will  not  only 
hare  given  her  lands  bat  her  money  also.  She 
wi&  have  transferred  her  property  and  paid  a  sum 
to  those  who  take  it.  The  quantity  of  land  pro- 
posed to  be  surrendered  by  this  act  of  cession  is, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  one 
hundred  and  fifty -four  millions  of  acres,  lying  in 
various  portions  of  the  nine  selected  States.  Thir- 
ty-five per  cent  upon  this  qaaatity  is  upwards  of 
fifty  millions  of  acres,  certainly  a  munificent  dona- 
tioa.  The  average  annual  income  from  the  sale  of 
public  lands  for  the  last  twenty  years  is  about  five 
millions  of  dollars.  Assuming  this  ratio,  the  an- 
nual grant  In  money  to  these  nine  Sta'es  is  more 
than  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  It  is  equal  to 
the  civil  list  of  those  States.  It  is  the  assumption 
of  the  public  debts  of  those  States.  It  is  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  whole  nett  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  amongst  nine  Sta'es. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  mode  of  calculation  by 
which  the  mover  of  this  amendment  brings  down 
the  value  of  the  public  lands  is  erroneous;  but, 
whatever  that  value  may  be,  we  have  no  power  to 
east  it  away.  One  thing  is  certain.,  that  the  sales 
yield  aa  income  of  five  millions,  and  that,  in  all 
human  probability,  they  will  continue  to  do  so  for 
me  next  thirty  years.  Their  value  for  a  sum  in 
hand,  therefore,  is  correctly  estimated  by  a  very 
obvious  process.  The  annual  receipts  should 
cover  the  annual  interest,  and  provide  a  sinking 
fund  for  the  capital.  By  this  mode  of  calculation, 
then,  allowing  the  income  from  the  public  lands  to 
terminate  at  the  end  of  thirty  years,  the  present 
value  in  band  would  be  upwards  of  fifty  millions; 
aad  the  proposition  thus  reduced  results  in  a  dona- 
tion, i»  preseuti,  of  seventeen  millions  of  dollars  to 
the  nine  States,  The  eagerness  manifested  by  the 
Senators  representing  those  Slates  is  natural. 
There  is  a  grandeur  in  this  munificence  which  sub- 
dues the  imagination,  and  casts  into  shade  the  vast 
donation  of  Virginia— differing  from  that,  too,  in 
this:  that,  whereas  Virginia  gave  to  all  the  States, 
herself  included,  this  proposition  gives  to  one-third 
ot*  the  States,  containing  less  than  one -sixth  of  the 
population. 

That  the  average  of  the  last  twenty  years  is  a 
just,  or  at  least  a  sufficiently  low,  criterion  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  the  fnture,  will  be 
apparent  from  the  consideration  of  the  great  in- 
crease of  the  population,  which  furnishes  the  de- 
mand for  new  lands.  The  United  States  now  con- 
tain 18,000,000  of  inhabitants,  an  increase  at  the 
rate  of  about  700,000  a  year.  The  demand  for 
new  settlements  will  increase  in  a  corresponding 
ratio  with  the  population.  It  may  be  safely  put 
down  as  increasing  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent, 
r  Experience, heretofore, .has shown  that  ihe  rate  of 
purchase  does  not  diminish,  as  the  land  has  been 
picked  and  culled;  but,  on  the  contrary,  those  lands 
which  have  been  longest  in  market  are  most  freely 
sold,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  in  market.  Thus, 
lands  are  more  rapidly  taken  op  in  Ohio  than  in  Ar- 
kansas, for  the  obvious  reason  that  a  dense  popula- 
tion makes  inferior  land  more  valuable  in  the  midst 
of  if,  than  more  fertile  districts  in  an  uninhabited 
oetaatry.  There  is  but  a  million  of  acres  of  United 
Britses  land  now  remaining  unsold  in  Ohio,  and 
draft  this  is  diminishing  with  an  accelerated  ratio. 
i^  Aerefore  may  be  well  assumed  that  from  this 
source  the  United  States  may  enjoy  a  revenue  of 
4ve  millions,  until  very  much  the  largest  portion 
oftbe  domain  within  the  nine  States  is  disposed  of, 
ajjsl  long  before  that  period  Florida,  Ioway,  and 
wphDnsan  will  have  brought  their  contributions 
«nbt  general  fund,  and  extended  the  period  of 
Income  to  future  generations.  Reasoning 
data  known  to  be  correct,  in  thirty  years 
i  this  time  the  demand  for  the  public  lands  will 

;ia  proportion  to  a  population  increasing  at  the 

!Ypf  two  millions  a  year. 

_"  there  are  other  serious  objections  to  this 
sjjfcaaitment,  and  I  invoke  the  attention  of  Senators 
Mm  every  quarter  of  the  Union  to  that  which  I 
ap  bow  about  to  state.  The  proposed  mode  of 
disposing  of  the  public  lands  is  altogether  aad  to 


an  enormous  extent  unequal  in  its  operation.  What 
I  insist  on  is,  that  there  shall  be  at  any  rate  a  per- 
fect equality;  that  there  shall  not  be  discrimination 
and  bounties  in  favor  of  one  State  and  against 
another;  but  here  there  is  a  degree  of  inequality 
which,  were  there  no  other  objections,  would  be 
sufficient  to  compel  my  decided  dissent.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  cede  the  public  domaia  to  each  of  the 
States  respectively  within  whose  territorial  limits 
they  lie.  It  is  given  to  the  States,  not  to  individu- 
als. It  is  given  to  them,  not  as  being  all  the  States, 
hat  a*  being  part  only  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 
Should  it  be  ceded  to  all  the  States,  it  would  be  a 
violation  of  the  original  cession  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, as  the  advocates  of  this  measure  contend.  It 
is  to  be  ceded  to  the  States,  not  in  proportion  to 
their  contributions  to  the  public  burdens,  or  in  pro- 
portion to  their  size  or  population,  but  simply  as 
States.  And  what  will  be  the  result,  as  between 
one  of  the  States  and  anothei?  Ohio  exceds  Mis- 
souri in  population  four  to  one;  and  how  does  this 
amendment  propose  to  distribute  the  public  lands 
between  these  two  Stales?  The  share  of  Missouri 
is  to  the  share  of  Ohio  as  more  than  twenty-eight 
to  one,  making  the  population  of  Missouri  re- 
ceive over  the  population  of  Ohio  more  than 
one  hundred  to  one.  Can  Ohio  stand  by  and 
see  the  public  domain  given  away  in  this  pro* 
portion?  Nor  is  this  all;  for  the  one  million  of  acres 
which  Ohio  gets  is  of  lands  which  have  been  in 
market  for  more  iban  forty  years,  and  have  been 
picked  and  culled  daring  all  that  time,  while  the 
thirty  millions  which  are  given  to  Missouri  consist 
of  fresh  and  fertile  lands  but  recently  surveyed. 
Now  let  me  ask,  what  will  Virginia  get?  She  con- 
tributes to  the  public  burden  six  times  as  much  as 
Missouri.  Missouri  is  to  get  35  per  cent,  of  thirty 
millions.  How  much  does  Virginia  get?  Nothing. 
This  is  not  thirty  millions  to  one;  it  is  thirty  mil- 
lions to  nothing.  Besides,  Ohio  has  now  passed 
her  chrysalis  condition.  8he  has  now  become  one 
of  the  old  States  of  the  Union.  A  million  of  acres 
is  nothing  to  her.  But  this  amendment  gives  her 
her  dividend  but  of  one  million  of  old  and  refuse 
land,  while  it  gives  Missouri  her  dividend  of  thirty 
millions  of  new  land  of  the  very  best  quality. 

Let  us  now  look  a  little  at  the  operation  of  this 
scheme  in  its  details.  I  have  here  the  report  of  the 
learned  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  made  at  the 
last  session,  stating  the  quantity  of  public  lands 
within  the  various  States.  Ohio,  it  appears,  con- 
tains one  million  of  acres  of  second,  third,  and 
fourth  rata  lands,  while  Arkansas  has  forty-three 
millions  of  acres. 

Mr.  SEVIER.    Yes,  and  rich. 

Yes,  said  Mr.  P.  Arkansas  is  rich;  and  this  is 
one  or  the  schemes  to  make  the  rich  richer,  and  the 
poor  poorer.  Arkansas  has  forty-three  limes  as 
much  of  the  public  land  as  Ohio;  at  the  same  time 
Ohio  has  a  million  and  a  half  of  inhabitant?,  while 
Arkansas  has  one  hundred  thousand.  Thus,  one 
hundred  thousand  people  are  to  be  benefited  at  the 
rate  of  forty-three  millions  of  acres  of  land — rich 
land,  as  the  Senator  tells  us— while  a  million  and 
a  half  of  people  in  another  State  are  benefited  at 
the  rate  of  one  million  of  refuw  land.  Arkansas 
is  to  get  two  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  to  each  •*- 
Jtetttsnf ,  and  Ohio  ooe-third  of  one  acre!  being  a 
difference  of  six  hundred  and  forty-five  in  favor  of 
Arkansas.  Each  inhabitant  of  Arkansas,  therefore, 
will  get  six  hundred  and  forty-five  times  as  much 
as  each  inhabitant  of  Ohio.  And  so  of  the  rest. 
Michigan  has  thirty-one  millions  to  Ohio's  one  mil- 
lion. Yet  she  has  less  than  one  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants.  The  proportions  are  enormous.  The 
original  cession  said  that  the  avails  of  the  public  do- 
main werejto  be  shared  among  the  States  according  to 
their  several  portions  of  the  general  charge  sni  ex- 
penditure. Yet,  here  an  inhabitant  of  Arkansas  is 
to  get  six  hundred  and  forty-five  times  as  much  as 
an  inhabitant  of  Ohio;  or,  if  you  regard  the  two  as 
States,  one  gets  forty-three  times  as  much  as  the 
other. 

But  it  does  not  stop  here.  New  States  of  the 
Union  are  selected  aa  beneficiaries:  are  they,  then, 
to  be  confined  to  the  avails  of  the  land  they  receive? 
Not  at  all:  after   receiving   that,   they  are  then 

I  to  come  ia  and  be  common  sharers  with  the  rest  of 
the  States.    We  are  to  give  them  ail  their  owa 


lands,  and  a  portion  in  ours  besides !  Virguia  is  at 
get  one  twenty-sixth  part  of  one-half  of  these  lands, 
and  Arkansas,  after  having  got  her  own  thirty-one 
millions,  is  to  share  this  one  twenty-sixth  part  with 
Virginia.  I  should  really  hope,  if  the  land  must 
he  given  away,  it  will  be  at  some  rate  more  reasona- 
ble than  this.  The  entire  quantity  of  lands  re- 
maining unsold  within  the  States  enumerated  ill  the 
Senator's  amendment  is  154,000,000  acres:  one- 
half  of  this  will  be  77,000,000,  one-third  is  50,- 
000,000.  And  the  bill  gives  these  50,000,000  to 
nine  States,  the  other  States  to  give  no  portion  of  it. 

I  could  run  out  ibis  illustration  yet  further*  but 
I  refrain.  Ex  ptdt,  Herc\tltum.  These  are  suffi- 
cient. 

Toese  are  to  me  striking  views,  but  they  are  not 
the  considerations  which  weigh  most  heavily  upon 
my  mind,  and  which  I  should  be  most  glad  to  see 
removed  if  this  amendment  is  to  be  adopted,  and  is 
ever  to  become  a  law.  In  arguing  this  whole* 
question  I  feel  the  difficulty  of  our  situation  as  ar- 
guing against  the  wishes  and  expectations  of  those 
who  are  to  receive  the  benefit.  The  nine  States 
who  sre  to  get  this  magnificent  donation  have  eigh- 
teen Senators  amongst  those  whom  I  am  address- 
ing, who  have,  of  course,  a  more  direct  interest  in 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  than  any  of  the 
rest  of  us.  This,  of  itself,  presents  a  powerful  mo- 
tive to  secure  their  support  to  the  measure:  and 
this  fact  alone  ought  to  make  us  pause  before  we 
hastily  adopt  the  plan.  The  benefit  to  be  granted 
is  not  common  to  us  all,  but  peculiar  to  them— it  is 
exclusive  as  to  u«.  They  are  to  be  benefited:  we  are 
to  be  injured.  In  alluding  to  the  strength  of  the 
motive  here  presented  as  likely  to  band  together 
eighteen  Senators  in  support  of  this  scheme,  I 
mean  to  mafee  po  personal  or  offensive  reference  to 
those  Senators;  it  is  a  motive  likely  to  act  on  all 
men  placed  in  their  circumstances.  They  desire, 
very  naturally,  and  very  properly,  to  benefit  their 
constituents:  and,  nnder  the  pressure  of  that  de- 
sire, with  such  an  opportunity  for  its  gratification, 
the  understanding  even  of  the  strongest  is  very  likely 
to  be  warped  in  its  conclusions,  and  seduced  to  be- 
lieve that  the  measure  is  perfectly  just  and  pro- 
per. We  must  entreat  gentlemen  so  situated,  as  I 
do  now  entreat  them,  to  raise  their  views  from  the 
immediate  interest  of  their  constituents  ia  such  a 
cession  as  is  now  proposed,  to  a,  just  administration 
of  the  sacied  trust  which  has  been  confided. to  them 
for  the  benefit  of  the  entire  Union.  Is  it  fight — is 
it  just— is  it  generous— to  find  their  own  peculiar 
interest  in  aur  loss  and  sacrifice!  I  throw  myself 
upon  them,  that  they  will  consider  this  subject  in 
an  enlarged  point  of  view.  Especially  do  I  wish 
Ohio  to  do  this,  who  is  passing  out  of  her  state  of 
minority  and  becoming  of  ripe  age.  Will  Ohio 
consent  thus  to  squander  our  common  patrimony?. 
I  put  it  to  Indiana, who  is  roon  about  to  become  the 
third  State  in  this  Union:  and  I  ask  her  whether  to 

f»romote  a  transient  interest  to-day,  she  will  be  wil- 
ing to  sacrifice  the  permanent  and  abiding  interest 
of  tomorrow?  and  whether  she  will  lend  herself  to 
the  delusion  that  it  is  just  to  deprive  the  old  States 
of  the  inheritance  they  have  received  from  our  an- 
cestors? 

The  amendment  will  produce  a  state  of  things  I 
earnestly  deprecate.  In  the  administration  of  this 
domain  something  is  due  to  our  past  experience. 
We  all  remember  the  large  amount  of  debt  which 
was  once  accumulated  under  the  credit  system  of  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands;  you  remember  that  the 
debtors  declared  that  they  could  not  pay,  and  would 
not.  The  very  same  spirit  which  prompts  men  to 
take  the  land  without  a  legal  right  prompts  them  to 
stand  out  for  the  money  they  ought  to  pay  for  it. 
Circumstances  made  it  difficult,  perhaps  impossible 
for  them  to  pay;  and  I  well  recollect  the  terror  with 
which  the  politicians  of  that  day  looked  to  the 
results  of  such  a  state  of  things.  I  remember  with 
what  anxiety,  not  to  say  terror,  Mr.  Monroe 
contemplated  a  debt  of  nineteen  millions  owed 
by  one  section  of  the  Union.  Congress  looked 
with  dismay  at  the  mass  of  debt  due  from  settlers 
on  the  Lower  Mississippi;  and,  in  contemplation 
of  the  mischievous  effects  arising  from  the  cre- 
dit system,  ia  relation  to  the  public  lands,  you 
determined  to  alter  your  terms  of  sale;  aad  it  was 
wisely  decided  to  sell,  ia  future,  for  cash  alone. 
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Bat  if  a  scattered  debt,  due  from  individuals, 
be  an  evil  of  so  dangerous  a  character  as  to  ex- 
cite their  terrors,  how  fearful  will  it  become  when 
this  debt,  instead  of  being  dispersed  among  a  num- 
ber of  individual  settler?,  is  consolidated  iau>  one 
mass,  and  owed  by  a  ssction  which  has  already, 
from  time  to  time,  made  claim  to  an  indefeasible 
title  in  all  this  land !  Can  you  collect  it?  You 
cannot  drive  your  debtors  from  the  land.  Will 
you  call  out  the  force  of  the  country — send  your 
army — sell  the  land  under  them,  and  take  parses 
sion  of  it  for  the  United  States?  It  cannot  be  done. 
To  individuals,  in  such  a  case,  you  can  afford  to 
yield,  and  make  a  compromise;  but  how  will  you 
stand  when  you  have  made  States  your  debtor? 
The  amendment  establishes  the  relaiion  of  debtor 
and  creditor  between  this  Government  and  entire 
States — with  neighboring,  with  contiguous  Stales 
—with  a  mass  of  States,  all  having  one  common 
interest  in  the  question,  one  common  character, 
and  one  common  debt.  Do  you  expect  from  a 
debtor  like  ibis  to  colled  your  debt  by  any  process? 
The  thought  is  idle.  1  estimate  the  honor  and 
fidelity  of  the  States  as  much  as  any  man;  but 
what  have  we  heard  for  the  last  few  years,  from 
the  other  side  of  the  Senate,  hut  wild  denunciation 
of  State  extravagance — State  profligacy — and  the 
dear,  blessed  people  to  be  taxed  to  pay  State  debt*? 
8uppose  there  comes  a  short  crop,  or  an  Indian 
war,  or  any  other  of  the  like  contingencies,  would 
it  not  be  urged  as  an  excuse  for  not  paying  the  State 
debt?  And  would  you  venture,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, to  call  upon  them  for  your  money? 
You  dare  not.  Gentlemen  have  told  you,  in  one 
breath,  that  you  cannot  protect  your  lands  from  the 
squatters  either  by  your  tipstaves  or  by  your  sol- 
diers; and  in  the  very  next  breath  they  say  you  can 
force  whole  Suites  to  comply  with  their  contracts 
by  the  power  of  the  Judiciary !  Your  army  cannot 
remove  a  handful  (f  individuals,  and  yet  you  are 
going  to  drive  the  States  by  your  Judiciary !  Yon 
cannot  turn  off  a  poor  squatter*  who  has  no  sort  of 
title,  or  evidence  or  pretence  of  title;  and  yet  you 
are,  by  the  most  nugatory  provisions  of  this  bill,  to 
oust  a  citizen  of  a  State,  having  a  deed  from  the 
8tate  in  his  pocket,  and  the  whole  State  power  in- 
terposed between  him  and  youl  If  a  State  shall 
declare  that  they  will  not  pay  you,  do  you  expect 
that  individuals  of  that  State  will?  God  forbid  I 
should  ever  see  the  day  when  this  com<  s  to  be  tried, 
or  that  I  should  contribute  to  the  possibility  of  su- 
perinducing it  You  place  ibe  man  between  two 
fires.  The  State  tells  him  to  hold  his  Ian; ;  the 
General  Government  orders  him  to  give  it  up.  He 
is  to  be  hung  by  the  State  if  he  disobeys  the  State 
Government;  and  if  he  obeys  the  State,  then 
he  is  to  be  hung  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment! You  never  can  enforce  your  contract; 
the  Judiciary  is  utterly  incapable  of  it.  The  remedy 
which  the  amendment  provides  for  the  case  is  ut- 
terly inefficient.  It  is,  that  if  the  States  refuse  to 
pay,  then  the  deeds  made  by  the  States  to  indivi- 
duals shall  be  vacated.  Pshaw!  Why,  as  I  have 
said,  with  no  deed  at  all,  the  settlers  have  stood  out 
against  you,  and  you  have  been  forced  to  yield, 
over  and  over  again.  Think  you  that,  with  a  State 
deed  to  show,  and  the  State  authority  to  shield 
them,  they  are  going  to  march  off  their  farms  at 
the  bidding  of  your  marshal?  He  would  be  a  bold 
man  who  would  carry  a  process  there.  I  say,  then, 
that  there  is  great  dancer  in  your  establishing  the 
pecuniary  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  with  the 
States.  If  they  cannot  pay,  what  will  you  do? 
They  will  resist  in  masses.  They  have  eighteen 
Senators  on  this  floor;  and  it  is  already  their  boast 
that  in  ten  years  from  this  time  thpy  will  hold  the 
balance  of  power,  and  that  they  will  take  the  land 
upon  their  own  terms.  Tne  remedy  proposed  by 
the  amendment  is  altogether  fallacious.  It  proposes 
to  divert  a  vested  right,  and  to  drive  a  man  from 
lands  that  he  has  bought  and  paid  for. 

Something  of  the  same  kind  was  once  done  by 
Congress,  (and  the  measure,  I  admit,  was  supported 
by  myself,  among  others,)  by  which  the  States  be- 
came debtors  to  this  Government  for  a  distribution 
of  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury.  And  what  has  be- 
come of  your  debt?  Who  asks  for  it?  Who  dare 
move  such  a  demand?  Have  we  not,  in  the  yery 
face  of  this  debt  of  twenty-six  millions  due  from 


the  8'ates,  borrowed  money  to  supply  the  wants  of 
the  Government  from  day  to  Jay?  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  tells  us  of  these  twenty-ux  millions 
on  deposite  with  the  States,  and  in  the  same  breath 
asks  for  an  issue  of  five  millions  of  Treasury  nates ! 
A  debt  from  (he  States!  The  States  cannot  pay  it: 
tbey  will  not  pay  it;  and  we  dare  not  ask  then  for 
it.  I  would  not  give  you  a.  groat  for  your  whole 
debt.  Some  difficulty  will  occur  concerning  it,  and 
you— will  forgive  them  all.  Let  us  not,  then,  take 
the  first  step— let  us  not  make  debtors  of  States  too 
powerful  for  your  management.  A  contest  will 
arise,  and  if  they  are  too  strong  for  you,  you  will 
be  subjected  to  them;  and  if  you  are  too  strong  for 
them,  it  will  be  yet  worse,  for  they  must  be  sub- 
jected to  you. 

On  these  grounds  I  am  opposed  to  the  scheme  of 
the  Senator  for  a  cession  of  the  pubic  lands.  I 
trust  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  promote  the  inte- 
rest of  the  new  States;  but  I  am  not  willing  to  see 
such  an  inequality  of  division  among  them  as  that 
one  man  shall  receive  635  acres  of  this  domain, 
while  another  man  Rets  but  one  acre.  I  cannot 
consent  te  establish  the  relation  of  debtor  and  cre- 
diror  with  the  States,  and  so  lose  all. 

There  is  one  other  objection  to  the  measure,  to 
which  I  shall  barely  allude.  I  am  strongly  im- 
pressed with  the  idea  that,  while  the  Old  Domi- 
nion, in  making  us  the  cession  of  her  territory, 
wisely  and  cautiously  provided  that  the  benefit 
should  be  ratably  divided  among  all  the  States, 
(and  therefore  among  the  Wesiern  States  wi  h  the 
rest,)  yet  the  main  point  of  view  in  which  that  ces- 
sion is  to  be  regarded  is  as  a  financial  transact  >n. 
In  regard  to  the  proposition  for  a  distribution  of 
the  proceeds,  commonly  known  as  the  land  bill  of 
the  distinguished  gentleman  to  my  right,  [Mr. 
Clay,]  I  occupied  a  peculiar  position.  As  an  in  ■ 
dependent  proposition,  I  have  been  against  it;  but, 
in  connection  with  the  surplus  revenue,  I  was  for 
it.  I  was  for  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue 
accumulated  in  the  Treasury,  and  of  the  proceed* 
of  the  public  lands  as  forming  a  part  of  it.  We 
distributed  both  the  landed  revenue  and  that  from 
the  customs.  We  have  now  the  subject  of  the  ta- 
riff opened  again,  or  soon  to  be  opened.  All  ques- 
tions before  us  in  regard  to  the  lands  are  compli- 
cated with  the  financial  system  of  the  United 
States.  If  I  had  the  control  of  matters,  I  would 
set  down  five  millions  as  the  income  from  the  pub* 
lie  domain,  and  I  would  then  have  a  moving  scale 
of  duties  in  proportion  to  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment. But  this  is  scarcely  likely  to  be  done.  Toe 
tariff,  I  suppose,  will  be  fixed,  and  not  moveable, 
wiih  a  view  to  give  permanence  to  our  great  inte- 
rests. That  they  will,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  per- 
manent, no  man,  I  think,  can  doubt.  How  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  are  to  be  adjusted  is  a 
different  question.  I  think  they  should  be  adjust- 
ed contemporaneously  with  the  tariff,  or  else  sus- 
pended till  the  tariff  is  settled. 

I  cannot  but  regard  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  as  a  portion,  and  a  very  important 
portion,  of  the  public  revenue  at  all  times,  but  more 
especially  now,  when  there  is  a  public  debt  actual- 
ly existing,  and  a  proposition  before  Congress  to 
increase  it.  One  of  the  peculiar  purposes  to  which 
the  old  Congress  appropriated  the  income  of  the 
public  lands  was  the  payment  of  the  national  debt. 
We  nave,  at  this  moment,  an  acknowledged  debt 
of  near  five  millions.  The  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury demands  an  increase  of  five  millions  to  meet 
pressing  emergencies;  and  no  one  doubts  that, 
in  deferred  payments,  in  existing  charges, 
in  unsettled  balances,  and  unadjusted  claim", 
there  are  five  millions  more  outstanding. 
Thus,  on  the  4h  March  next,  there  will  be  a 
national  debt  of  fifteen  millions.  This  is  no  time 
to  give  away  any  portion  of  our  incoxe,  neither  to 
all  the  States  nor  to  a  portion  of  them— neither  to 
twenty-six  States  nor  to  nine.  If  these  proceeds 
are  to  be  abstracted  from  the  general  Treasury,  it 
were  manifestly  best  that  they  should  be  disposed 
of  to  the  States  generally.  That  would  be  an  ap- 
proximation to  justice  and  equity;  but  the  highest 
justice  and  eqnry — the  most  honest  and  obvious 
performance  of  our  trust— is  to  apply  these  funds 
to  the  payment  of  the  national  debt. 

The  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 


to  appropriate  these  proceeds  to  the  Navy  end  (he 
public  expenses,  is  conceived  in  so  high  a  spirit 
that  it  is  well  calculated  to  enlist  our  sympathies 
and  captivate  the  imagination.  I  heartily  eoaev 
with  him  in  his  estimate  of  the  propriety  of  doiag 
some  hing  for  the  Navy.  That  important  braoeH 
of  tha  public  service  has  been  too  much  aegketed. 
It  merits,  at  alt  times,  the  highest  coasideratioa. 
Its  actual  condition  exacts  our  most  auiioai  atte*. 
Uon.  Its  glory  and  its  usefulness  cannot  be  too 
highly  estimated,  and  i  fear  it  has  fallen  into  peat 
dilapidation.  It  might  be  invidious  to  inquire  tow 
this  diastrous  condition  has  been  superinduced,  bit 
it  is  dne  to  our  most  precious  recollections— to  ov 
highest  interests — to  all  thit  pride  and  patriotism 
can  enforce— that  it  continue  no  longer.  That 
Administration  which  shall  build  up  the  Navy,  re* 
invigorate  its  energies,  and  revive  and  stimaUtt  its 
wonted  spirit,  will  deserve  the  eternal  gratitude  of 
the  country.  As  far  as  the  public  purse  can  eoatri* 
bute  to  this,  I  would  not  circumscribe  onr  appro- 
priations to  any  special  fund.  If  there  be  any  one 
thing  amongst  us  which  may  be  called  aenMt!,n 
is  the  Navy.  I  would  not  limit  it  to  any  mat, 
however  ample.  Its  only  limitation  should  be,  the 
capacity  of  our  commercial  marine  to  ma*  it,  and 
up  to  that  full  extent  I  would  enable  it  to  be  pre- 
sent with  our  commerce  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
world,  equipped  and  inspirited  to  protect  it  and  ov 
honor  against  all  opponents. 

Thubsdat,  January  16,  1841. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
ic  land?,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  sum, 
and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  special  or- 
d  *r  of  the  day,  was  taken  op,  the  question  beisg 
on  the  proposition  by  Mr.  Cbittcmdbh  te  rem* 
mit  the  bill,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  to  dis- 
tribute the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  laadi 
among  the  States,  which  Mr.  Calhous  offered  to 
amend,  by  substituting  a  bill  to  cede  the  pobfie 
lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  uponcertiii 
conditions. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  he  knew  of  no  political  qaet- 
tion,  except  it  were  a  question  involving  nitioaal 
or  State  honor,  or  a  question  of  war  with  a  fomgi 
power,  in  which  his  constituents  felt  an  interest  so 
deep  and  universal,  as  they  do  in  a  fast,  speedy, 
and  final  disposition  of  the  public  lands. 

la  the  adjustment  of  this  great  question,  they  b> 
sire  what  is  just  and  liberal,  and  nothing  more; 
and  they  will  never  be  satisfied,  as  they  ought  not 
te  be,  with  any  settlement  of  it  which  falls  short  of 
ample  justice  and  great  liberality.  Senators  from 
the  old  States  have  had  the  pewer,  and  yet  bars 
the  power,  to  vote  down  every  reasonable  proposi- 
tion upon  this  subject,  as  they  have  frequently  dote 
from  time  to  time  for  the  last  half  century.  Bat, 
thank  God,  selfishness,  and  avarice,  and  injustice, 
like  all  things  else  on  earth,  have  a  tenunattea! 
Human  extortion  and  annoyance,  either  individual- 
ly or  by  States,  in  the  wise  dispensations  of  a  owl* 
ciful  Providence,  cannot  last  forever!  What  in- 
fluence a  sense  of  justice,  in  conflict  with  pe«oaiary 
interest,  or  a  knowledge  of  what  the  faun  w 
inevitably  bring  to  ra«,  may  now  have  upon  m 
minds  of  Senators  representing  the  old  Stains,  J» 
be  determined  by  their  votes  upon  the  propoftoa 
now  before  the  Senate.  Ten  years  hence,  aflst  m 
next  census,  should  a  settlement  of  this  questional 
so  long  deferred,  and  should  we  at  that  tiewsav* 
no  traitors  in  our  garrison  to  betray  us,  it  vol  af 
a  matter  of  slight  concern  with  us,  further  (as** 
have,  what  would  be  at  all  times  desirable,  m 
friendship,  good  will,  and  co-opcratioa  afiaf 
brethren,  whether  the  Senators  from  the  fJdM* 
are  willing  to  settle  the  land  question  or  not  w» 
shall  then  have  the  power,  and  we  shall  theata* 
cise  it,  too,  of  disposing  of  this  great  qistlftaV* 
suit  ourselves.  And  when  that  settle 
place,  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  this< 
peddling  in  town  sites  and  town  lots;  no  i 
relationship  of  federal  landlord  and  tenant,  i 
mines,  salt  springs,  and  Indian  n 
no  more  of  penal  statutes  prohibiting 
and  settlement  upon  the  public  lands;  —  ^~  ,_ 
suits  of  trespass  or  ejectment;  nor  c/ottittirti'JJ 
amy,  crusading  under  your  ordta,iiot  again*  ft* 
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enemies  of  the  country,  but  against  oar  own  nesb 
and  blood;  and  acquiring  distinction,  not  on  the 
battle  field,  but  by  burning  down  the  dwellings, 
sitting  down  the  crops,  and  driving  into  the  woods 
10  starve,  or  perish  by.  exposure,  unarmed,  inoffen- 
sive and  harmless  citizen*  of  the  United  States, 
with  their  helpless  families !  We  snail  then  hear 
ao  more  of  these  enormities,  nor  of  the  thousand 
other  vexations  which  the  frontier  settler  hai  had  to 
bear,  without  remedy  or  redress — without  daring  to 
complain,  lest  he  should  be  denounced  as  unman- 
nerly, impudent,  impertinent,  a  bandit  or  robber 
We  shall  then  have  the  power,  and  shall  dud,  when 
that  blessed  day  shall  arrive,  in  polities  as  in  war, 
that  a  bomb  shell  or  cannon  1>all  flung  into  the 
camp  of  the  weaker  party,  will  have  the  usual 
happy  elect  of  hastening  negotiations,  and 
of  settling  rapidly,  and  to  every  body's  most 
perfect  satisfaction,  knotty  points  of  dispute 
between  us  of  long  standing.  You,  sir,  have 
rend  the  history  of  the  last  days  ef  Napoleon* 
Had  he  been  satisfied,  in  his  first  reverses,  with  the 
empire  and  with  France,  an  heir  of  his,  in  all  pro- 
bability, this  day  would  be  seated  on  the  throne  of 
the  French.  He  wanted  more;  he  wanted  pro- 
vinces; and  vassals  and  income,  and  in  striving  to 
retain  them,  lost  all.  Profit,  sir,  by  the  lessoas  of 
history;  for  men  and  things  are  the  same  in  every 
age  and  circle  of  the  globe.  Will  you,  sir,  profit 
by  these  reflections?    will  Senators  from  the  old 


i  profit  by  these  reflections,  and  come  to  a  fair 
adjustment  of  this  great  interest,  in  a  spirit  of 
brotherly  love  and  generous  magnanimity,  of  which 
we  bear  so  much  and  see  so  little?  If  so,  I,  for 
one,  will  promiae  them  a  pardon  for  the  past,  and 
love  and  confidence  for  the  future.  But,  sir,  I  feel 
no  such  consolation.  I  feel  that  the  sordid  con- 
siderations of  money,  money  which  they  col- 
lect from  others  than  their  own  constituents, 
will  be  found  too  powerful  with  them  for  any  pa- 
triotic sacrifices  which  would  give  qoiet,  peace  and 
harmony  to  every  member  of  the  Confederacy. 
They  now  have  the  power  to  prevent  our  emanci- 
pation, and  they  now  calculate  that  their  strength 
will  increase  in  an  equal  ratio  with  ours.  They 
calculate  as  the  West,  the  Northwest,  and  South 
give  new  States  tc  the  Union,  that  new  States  will 
become  old  in  interest,  and  join  them  as  allies  in 
plundering  the  balance.  Already  they  consider 
Ohio  and  Indiana  as  belonging  to  them.  And 
hence  we  And,  wrh  the  exceptions  of  my  friend 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoow ,]  of  my  friends 
freaa  New  Hampshire,  and  a  few  other  generous, 
lofty  spirited  Democrats  from  the  old  8tates,  who 
have  stood  by  us  heretofore,  and  who  stand  by  us 
now,  the  old,  inveterate  and  uncompromising  op- 
poaitkm  to  every  land  measure  desired  by  the  new 
States.  And  what  are  these  measures,  and  why 
are  they  opposed?  Tnere  are  three  of  them  now 
before  us.  The  first,  the  pre-emption  bill;  the  se- 
cond, the  distribution  bill;  and  the  third,  the  ces- 
sion bill. 

The  pre-emption  bill  proposes  to  authorize  any 
citizen  of  the  United  8tates  to  give  one  dollar  and 
twenty -five  cents  an  acre,  for  one  hundred  and  six- 
ty acres  of  land,  provided  be  will  improve  and  cul- 
tivate it.  The  friends  of  this  bill  support  it  with  a 
view  of  protecting  the  labor  of  the  poor  man  against 
wealthy  land  speculators.  They  allege,  and  prsve 
It  wv  official  documents,  that  land  sold  at  auction, 
and  without  a  pre-emption  right,  yields  to  the  Go- 
vernment but  two  or  three  cents  an  acre  more  than 
fine  pan  smptioner  pays;  and  as  the  loss  to  the  Go- 
vernment is  so  trifling,  and  as  protection  to  the  set- 
tler is  ao  important  to  him,  as  well  as  to  the  State 
fe  which  he  resides,  they  urge  the  passage  of  this 
mDL  Daring  the  last  forty  years,  we  are  told, 
truly,  mat  several  pre-emption  laws  have 
4,  but  all  of  them  retrospective,  and  appli- 
**Jg  to  settlers  on  the  public  land,  at  the 


■ten,  or  prior  to  the  pa&sare  of  those  acts. 
MmA  such  bills  of  late  years  have  been 
.lanauatd,  oa  the  ground,  among  other  reasons, 
~lt  their  unconstitutionality;  because  it  was  said  to 
.lea  law  lacking  uniformity;  because  it  granted 
fjfrfleges  only  to  certain  citizens  of  .particular 
Pales,  and  not  to  all  the  citizens  of  all  the  States. 
To  obviate  this  objection,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
flaro  the  trouble  of  constant  applications  for  the 
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passage  of  such  laws;  and  to  save  the  time  and  ex- 
pense of  Congress  in  passing  such  laws;  and  last- 
ly to  obviate  the  constitutional  scruples  of  very 
conscientious  gentlemen,  the  friends  of  the  mea- 
sure have  proposed  this  bill,  which  is  of  a  presses* 
dm  character,  extending  to  the  citizens  of  all  the 
States  the  same  rights  and  privileges  that  former 
preemption  laws  conferred  to  certain  citizens  of 
particular  8tates.  With  the  single  exception  of  its 


prsspsefise  feature,  it  is  precisely  the  same  bill 
which  has  been  passed  frequently,  at  different  times, 
for  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years. 

This  is  the  pre-emption  bill,  sir.  I  have  given 
you,  in  a  few  words,  its  length,  and  depth,  and 
breadth,  and  a  few  of  the  reasons  which  influence 
its  friends  to  support  it.  Its  pa'sage  is  opposed  by 
gentlemen  for  sundry  reasons,  some  of  which 
are  avowed,  and  some  of  them  concealed;  and  by 
all  of  Its  opponents  it  is  opposed  for  the  same  rea- 
sons, whether  avowed  or  concealed. 

One  of  the  main  reasons,  though  not  avowed, 
for  opposing  the  pre-emption  bill,  is  to  prevent  the 
emigration  to,  and  Jhe  settlement  and  improvement 
of  the  new  States.  The  wealthy  of  the  old  States 
desire  to  retain  their  poor  citizens  among  them  for 
what  they  call  operatives,  (that,  I  think,  is  their  po- 
lite term  for  the  class  I  allude  to,)  for  the  purpose  of 
working  on  their  farms  and  in  their  shops  and  fac- 
tories; and  by  ao  doing  to  keep  down  the  price  of 
labour  by  increasing  the  demand  for  employment. 
They  oppose  it  because  they  imagine  that  such  a 
bill  is  calculated  to  keep  down  the  price  of  land  in 
the  new  States,  and  in  that  reduction  they  ima- 
gine emigration  will  be  successfully  encourgaged; 
that  the  poor  will  then  become  elevated  in  condi- 
tion; that  laborers  will  become  scarce  amoag  them; 
that  the  price  of  labor  will  increase,  and  that  by 
such  a  process  the  value  of  their  real  estate  will 
be  affected  and  diminished.  This  wealthy  class 
have  now,  as  they  ever  have  had,  their  representa- 
t*  ves  in  this  chamber. 

The  politicians  of  the  old  States  (always  except- 
ing my  Democratic  friends  I  have  before  alluded 
to,)  oppose  this  bill  because  they  are  jealous  of  the 
rapid  growth  of  the  new  State*,  and  fear  a  loss  of 
political  power  and  consequence;  and  therefore, 
considering  this  bill,  as  they  do,  as  a  temptation  to 
emigration,  and  as  leading  to  a  loss  of  political 


power,  thty  opp 


To  keep  these  people  on 


>pose  it. 
their  muster  roll,  that  they  may  be  counted  in  the 
cerous,  they  would  sooner  see  them  in  poverty, 
rags,  and  misery  in  their  country,  than  rich,  happy, 
and  prosperous  ia  our*.  Their  reasons  for  oppos- 
ing tbi*  bill  are  well  understood  in  the  new  States, 
and  thank  God,  properly  appreciated.  This  is  not 
alt  Tnn  old  States  want  the  land  ia  the  new  to 
bring  the  highest  possible  price,  that  they  may  have 
annually  more  money  packed  over  the  mountains, 
to  be  spent  among  them  on  their  wharves,  light 
houses,  buoys,  and  breakwaters,  and  the  Lord 
knows  what;  not  satisfied  in  placing  on  our  shoul- 
ders a  protective  tariff  oa  the  necessaries  of  life  for 
their  benefit,  we  must  also  be  saddled  with  a  high 
land  tariff,  a  sort  of  English  corn  law,  that  they 
may  thrive  and  fatten  at  our  expense;  and,  most 
generous  souls!  when  they  were  kind  enough  to 
modify  the  tariff  in  1839,  to  save  the  Union,  a  re- 
duction, at  that  time,  of  the  land  revenue,  never 
entered  into  their  imaginations,  no,  never.  These, 
Mr.  President,  are  some  of  the  concealed  reasons  for 
opposing  the  pre-emption  bill.  I  will  now  consi  ler 
a  few  of  those  which  have  been  avowed. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Matr- 
gum]  objects  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  because,  he 
says,  pre-emptionere  are  an  unworthy  class,  a  law- 
less banditti!  His  idea  of  the  settlers  upon  the 
public  lands  in  the  new  States,  is  that  they  are  a 
sort  of  North  Carolina  blue  beards,  who  are  ragged, 
dirty,  brawling,  browbeating  monsters,  six  feet 
high,  whose  vocation  is  robbing,  drinking,  fighting, 
and  terrrifying  every  peaceable  man  in  the  commu- 
nity. 

Mr.  MAKGUM  here  rose  to  explain,  and  said 
he  referred  to  ofoiu. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  he  had  not  so  understood 
the  Senator,  but  no  matter,  they  are  all  (Sod's 
creatures,  and  a  portion  of  them  are  his  constitu- 
ents. This  is  the  idea  he  has  of  them;  but  now,  sir, 
no  description  on  earth  is  further  from  the  truth  than 


the  one  he  has  given  of  them.  On  the  contrary,  sir,  the 
settlers  upon  the  public  lands,  constitute  the  best 
part  of  the  population  of  all  the  new  States;  and 
that  is  saying  a  good  deal  for  them.  It  is  tayiog 
that  they  constitute  the  best  portion  of  the  population 
of  the  United  States;  and  tbat  is  saying  a  good  deal 
for  them.  Sir,  I  never  was  in  Europe,  and  never 
intend  to  be,  and  therefore  am  unable  to  contrast 
the  settlers  upon  the  public  lands,  with  the  better 
part  of  the  population  of  the  old  worjd.  Bat,  sir, 
I  have  been  in  North  Carolina.  I  was  born  and 
lived  in  sight  of  Buncomb;  from  the  door  of  the 
house  of  my  nativity,  though  in  a  different  State, 
I  could  look  out  and  see  the  high  blue  mountains 
of  that  celebrated  country.  I  knew,  in  the  early 
years  of  my  life,  many  of  its  inhabitants.  I  have 
since  been  in  Wilmington,  the  seapcr.  eityof  that 
State,  and  have  travelled  through  the  turpentine 
region,  which  I  understand  is  the  best  part  of' the 
State;  1  have  met  with  her  citizens  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  must  willingly  bear  testimony  to  their 
worth  and  virtues.  And  yet,  sir,  I  assure  the  Se- 
nator that  I  should  not  blush,  or  dread  a  compari- 
son of  my  constituents  upon  the  public  lands,  with 
the  best  his  Stale  offers,  by  any  standard  of  virtue, 
intelligence  or  worth,  which  he  or  others  could 
suggest.  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  said  about  the 
settlers  upon  the  public  lands.  This  is  not  all.  I 
have  seen  written  descriptions  of  the  emigrants  to 
the  new  States,  and  only  the  other  day  I  met  with 
a  description  of  them,  which  will,  I  dare  say,  whether 
he  considers  it  poetry  or  prose,  afford  him  some 
amusement,  if  not  instruction.  The  extract  is  taken 
from  Hall's  Magazine.    He  says: 

"Fir*  In  order,  as  he  is  always  first  when  ■peculation*  con- 
cerned, cornea  the  hardy,  enterprising  New  Englander.  Of  alt 
the  emigrant!  u>  the  Wee*,  Brother  Jonathan  alone  know* 
where  he  la  going  to— the  cheapett  mode  of  travel,  and  what  he 
iegoingtodo  when  he  geie  there;  he  alone  haa  read  the  pre- 
emption laws,  and  know*  what  sum  he  moat  take  with  him,  or 
notion*  In  the  way  of  trade,  to  secure  a  heme  In  the  wilderneee. 
Already,  before  he  geta  there,  he  conreraea  fluently  about  rangee, 
townehlpe.  and  sections,  haa  ascertained  the  number  of  acrea  in 
each  aubdiviaton,  the  amount  reserved  for  schools,  and  ia  ready 
on  hla  arrival  to  avail  himaelf  of  his  new  position." 

"Behind  the  reaL  aome  diatance  In  the  rear,  cornea  the  lone- 
aome  looking  couple  from  old  North  Carolina.  They  had  evi- 
dently.from  their  appearace,  ventured  their  all.  each  aa  it  waa, 
upon  the  enterprise.  An  old  one  horse  tumbril,  with  two  high 
creaking  wheel*,  and  an  old  store  box  for  a  body— drawn  by  a 


lean  pony  of  the  preceding  generation,  constituted  their  mode 
of  conveyance.  A  bed,  a  spinning  wheel,  a  pair  of  cards,  a  bag 
of  dye  staff,  and  a  few  hanks  of  copperas  colored  cotton,  with 


six  skkly  looking  children,  made  up  their  stock  in  trade.  Aa 
they  moved  elowly  along,  the  roan  walking beJove,  and  the  wife 
behind,  the  tumbril,  their  lean  pony  occasionally  stopping  to 
crop  the  tall  graea  which  stood  by  the  way,  it  waa  evident  to 
all  who  aaw  them,  that  they  had  longaince  arrived  at  tbat  term 
of  life  which  the  magletrate  alluded  to,  who  married  them,  when 
he aaid  "ftetter for  worn" 

Well,  now,  sir,  if  the  Senator  is  ashamed  of  his 
old  neighbors  and  friends,  who  probably  have, 
stood  by  htm  in  many  a  hard  fought  political  battle, , 
I  assure  the  Senator  thit  I  am  not.  They  are  a  ' 
good  sort  of  people,  and  I  with  we  had  more  of 
them  among  as.  I  had  expected  the  Senator 
would  back  these  friends  of  his,  and  do  something 
for  them,  give  them  at  least  a  pre-emption,  if  not 
a  donation  of  land,  to  support  the  wife  and  toe 
poor  little  sickly  creatures,  as  well  as  the  lean  but 
faithful  pony.  But  it  seems  that  I  have  mistaken 
the  man,  and  I  am  sorry  for  it. 

The  Senator  objects  to  this  bill  for  another  rea- 
son. He  says  that  this  bill  allows  more  than  one 
pre-emption.  Well,  suppose  it  did.  Suppose  U 
allowed]  the  settler  to  pay  for  every  place .  he 
found  vacant  and  unimproved,  on  which  he  should 
build  a  habitation  and  cultivate;  is  there  any  very 
great  outrage  in  thai?  If  a  poor  man  settles  upon* 
improves,  and  pays  for  one  tract  of  land,  and  he 
should  afterwards  sell  it,  what  harm  is  there  in 
letting  him  settle  and  improve  and  pay  for  an- 
other quarter  section  of  land?  I  can  well  imagine, 
it  mght  be  to  his  advantage  to  pursue  such  a 
course— I  can  well  imagine,  there  might  be  cases 
where  it  might  require,  as  in  the  case  ot  the  emi- 
grant from  North  Carolina,  I  have  already  re- 
ferred to,  some  two  or  three  removals,  before  he 
would  find  himself  in  a  condition  to  stick  comfort* 
bly.  Such  an  indulgence  is  calculated  to  en- 
courage industry  and  enterprise,  and  to  improve 
both  the  state  and  condition  of  the  settler,  ancL 
at  the  same  time,  to  get  rid,  for  a  valuable  consi- 
deration, of  that  most  odious  of  all  monopolies,  d 
monopoly  of  the  public  land,  by  the  peat  nih  fcr- 
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Peyfof  fiver,  the  General  Government, 
soon  indulgence  right  and  proper. 


I  think 
.  .  Bat  the  Senate 
think  otherwise,  and  have  already  obviated  the 
Senator's  objection.  He  is  violently  opposed  to 
thy  inch  indulgence.  He  says,  one  of  oor  West- 
ern hunters  can  travel  without  difficulty,  the  whole 
of  our  frontier,  from  the  St.  Peters  to  the  Kia- 
ftmiebte  or  Red  river,  and  bo  able  to  select,  and  to 
•fuof  upon,  and  locate,  the  very  best  tract  of  land 
on  the  whole  routs !  W  hat  unparalleled  monstrosity 
He  would  not  only  n>t  permit  each  a  fellow,  with 
bin  flap  and  leggins  on,  to  have  a  tract  of  land, 
even  If  he  could  sell  bear  meat  and  peltries  enough 
to  pay  for  it.  No;  not  he.  He  would  not  even 
permit  him  to  camp  upon  the  public  lands  for  a 
single  night,  )e<t  such  abomination  would  pollute 
even  the  foil  itself  on  which  he  slept.  He  would 
remove  him  forth  wUh  from  the  public  lands. 
Not  however  with  the  militia  !  Oh,  no,  sir.  Mr. 
foinselt,  ycu  know,  Mr.  President,  gave  us  some 
trouble  about  the  militia  bill,  of  which,  perhaps*, 
tie  honorabie  Senator  has  heard  something—and 
the  Senator  is  rathe  *  too  smart  to  be  caught  tinker- 
ing with  men  in  uniform.  He  won  Id  send  a  con* 
liable  to  »etnove  him  with  bis  warrant  and  staff  of 
Office!  Would  hi*  constable- succeed?  Oil,  >e*i 
ojute  likely-  quite  likely,  sir.  Friendly  persua- 
s£< n  often  effect*  what  force  would  fail  to  accom- 
plish, and  it  has  been  said,  that  a  poor  man,  in 
any  extremities*,  when  (orsaken  by  the  wo  Id,  can 
safely  count*  upon  two  friend*,  two  inseparable 
companions,  tfcat  will  never  deserthim:  his  dog  is 
one,  and  the  constable  is  the  other. 

The  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Homtko* 
ton]  also  objects  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  He 
cannot  bear  the  idea  of  a  poor  man  having  the  pri- 
vilege of  entering  by  pre-emption,  a  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  rich  land.  Becauso,  the  brute  may 
have  the  audacity  to  select  a  spot  of  land  where 
there  may  be  water  privilfget ! — water  privileges ! 
Why,  sir,  he  loses  the  equanimity  of  hit  temper  at 
the  thought  that  a  poor  devil  make  slake  his  thirst 
by  drinking  from  a  spring  of  pure  water,  or  i  f 
hwing  a  tub-mill  to  grind  meal  for  his  family. 
Water  privileges  *  I  have  heaid  of  this  objection 
before,  but  never  heard  of  it  without  fueling  as 
though  I  had  swallowed  a  dose  of  tartar  emetic  op 
Ipecacuanha.  All  the  Senators  who  oppose  this 
bill,  represent  it  as  a  revival  of  the  crtdit  systtm  Yes, 
sir,  credit  system  1  and  upon  that  hypothesis,  they 
have  favored  us  with  some  learned  discourse?  upon 
the  evils  of  the  credit  system.  Sir,  when  I  heard 
these  eh  qoent  harangue*,  coming  from  a  certain 
quarter  of  this  chamber,  I  felt  something  like  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay]  did,  on. bis  re- 
turn from  Richmond,  a  year  or  so  ago;  when  he 
wished  to  express  bis  surprise  at  something  he 
heard  in  this  chamber,  be  exe'aimed,  "Where  am 
lt  Mr.  President?  Am  !  in  the  Senate  ct  amber,  or 
not?  Do  I  see  you,  Mr.  President,  or  not?  Is  that 
die  chandelier  I  see  there,  or  no:?  Is  that  the  pic- 
ture of  the  father  of  his  country  which  I  see  sus- 
pended over  ycu,  or  net?"  He  could  cot  have  ben 
more  surprised  on  that  occasion,  than  I  have  been 
at  the  philipics  and  tirades  of  certain  honorable 
Senators  against  the  credit  system — some  of  them 
the  advocates  of  the  reception,  for  does  to  the  Go- 
vernment, of  the  paper  of  broken,  suspended,  and 
not- specie-paying  banks — and  all  of  them  the  ad- 
vocates of  depositing  the  revenues  of  the  General 
Government  with  the  States!  The  credit  sys'em, 
indeed  !  Sir,  all  their  fears  are  wi  hout  founda- 
tion. We  propose  to  sell  no  land  by  this  bill,  or 
any  other,  upon  credit.  We  do  not  propose  to 
part  from  our  land  without  the  cash.  It  is  true,  we 
propose  to  delay  the  sales  of  the  lands,  to  which 
there  are  pre-emption  claims,  for  twelve  months, 
except  i!  should  be  thought  advisable  to  veil  the 
land  at  an  earlier  day;  and  of  that  matter,  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  is  the  sole  judge; 
and  whenever  it  is  sold,  the  cash  must  come.  It  is 
merely  a  question  between  March  and  May,  and 
June  and  Sep'ember.  The  pre-emption  bill  may 
hasten,  but,  in  no  event,  can  it  retard  the  sales;  and 
whenever  it  is  sold,  to-day,  to-morrow,  six  or 
twelve  months  hence,  the  money  must  be  paid 
down  or  the  claim  is  forfeited,  and  is  subject  to  be 
Si  Id  to  any  one  who  will  boy  it. 

Anoiher  objection  4o  the  passage  of  the  bill  it 


that  settlers  upon  the  unsurveyed  Jands  ere  placed 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  those  residing  upon  the 
surveyed  lands.  These  settlers  have  always  been 
upon  an  equality,  and  they  ought  to  be  upon  an 
equality.  If  the  land*  are  not  surveyed,  it  is  our 
fault,  and  no  fault  of  theirs;  and  if  you  are  deter- 
mined to  cripple  oar  States  in  this  manner,  you  have 
only  to  refuse,  as  yon  have  the  power  to  do,  to 
pass  the  appropriations  to  carry  on  the  public  sur- 
veys, and  you  accomplish  your  purpose.  Y«u  sur- 
vey when  and  where  you  please,  and  are  not  mote 
in  the  habit  of  consulting  the  wishes  of  the  settlers 
upon  this  than  upon  any  other  question— thai  is  to 
say,  sir,  they  are  never  consulted  by  you  upon  any 
subject. 

Sir,  I  do  not  desire  to  be  tedious,  and  must  now 
pass  on  to  the  other  bills  under  consideration,  which 
are  offered  as  substitutes  for  the  origioal  bill.  The 
next  bill  in  order  is  the  distribution  bill.  Well, 
sir,  I  am  not  going  to  discuss  this  bill  at  this  time, 
if  I  ever  do.  I  mide  a  speech  against  coco  a  pro- 
position twelve  months  ago,  and  am  not  disposed  to 
repeat  row  what  I  said  on  that  occasion;  and  espe- 
cially as  I  have  b  en  anticipated  by  .he  Senator 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton  ]  He,  »ir,  for  this 
session  at  lea*f,  has  given  this  bill  in  death  blow- 
it  has  fallen  dead  under  his  Herculean,  blows — he 
has  demolished  it,  killed  it,  murdered  it;  and  1  have 
no  disposition  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  in 
mangling  the  carcase  of  the  deceased. 

I  was  glad,  however,  to  find,  from  t'ae  course  of 
his  remarks,  that  th-  Senator  (rom  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  PaxsTON]  intended  to  vote  againat  the  distri- 
'  bution  bill,  because  he  considered  it  inexpedient 
and  unconstitutional.  There  is  some  isonsolation  in 
this,  sir;  for  at  a  future  day  we  may  need  his  ser- 
vices in  resisting  the  passage  of  this  identical 
bill. 

The  next  bill  whic^  is  proposed  as  a  substitute, 
is  the  cession  bill.  This  bill  proposes  to  cede  the 
public  lands  to  the  Slates  in  which  they  lie,  on  cer- 
tain conditions.  Taking  the  cession,  as  qualified  by 
the  conditions,  and  it  amounts  to  little  more,  if  any 
thing,  than  a  transfer  of  the  management  from  the 
National  to  the  State  Governments.  The  lands 
are  now  managed  by  the  General  Government,  and 
>  at  its  sole  expense;  and  if  this  bill  parses,  the  lands 
hereafter  wilt  be  managed  by  the  States  respectively 
in  which  the  lands  lie,  and  at  their  exclusive  ex- 
pense. And  as  an  indemnity  to  those  State*  for 
their  trouble  and  expense  in  managing  this  great 
interest,  and  as  a  consideration  for  tbe  surrender  of 
the  five  per  cent,  on  the  sties  of  land  in  their  lux.  itp, 
hereafter  accruing,  to  which  they  are  entitled  by 
the  terms  of  their  admission  into  the  Union,  the  bill 
proposes  to  give  to  tbe  States  thirty  five  per  cent,  of 
the  gross  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  land.  This  is 
the  bill — a  bill  which  ha?  been  most  falsely  charac- 
terized as  a  bill  to  give  away  the  public  lands.  It 
is  my  favorite  bill,  because  it  embraces  tbe  cession 
clause,  by  which  we  get  the  heavy,  crushing,  Fede- 
ral foot  from  off  of  our  necks,  and  because  it  puts 
it  beyond  the  power  of  a  future  Congress  to  raise 
the  price  of  the  public  lands,  as  a  future  Congrefs 
will  do,  if  the  growing  avarice  of  the  ol.i  States 
should  continue  to  increase,  and  they  should  have 
the  power  to  accomplish  it. 

It  is  my  favorite  bill  for  other  reasons.  It  em- 
braces the  pre-emption  and  graduation  clauses:  of 
the  former  of  these  propositions  I  have  already 
spoken;  and  of  the  latter,  I  have  but  a  word  or  so 
to  say,  as  the  subject  of  graduation  is  familiar  to 
every  Senator;  and  what  I  purpose  saying,  i*  elicit- 
ed by  a  remark  made  the  other  day  by  the  Senator 
from  Nor i h  Carolina,  [Mr.  Manodm  ]  He  oppo- 
ses ihe  graduation  principle,  becaus?,  in  the  course 
of  time,  tbe  refuse  lands  m%y  bring  a  dollar  and  a 
quarter  an  acre,  and,  therefore,  he  is  unwilliug  for 
(he  Government  to  make  such  a  sacrifice.  He 
states,  as  a  justification  for  his  argument,  what  is 
doubtless  correct,  that  in  1836,  the  pnblic  lands  had 
brought  a  great  deal  more  than  what  they  had 
been  estimated  at  in  1828.  No  doubt  of  it,  and 
what  was  it  that  did  not  bring  a  great  deal  more  in 
1836  than  it  did  in  1838?  Will  the  Senator  select 
that  year  as  the  proper  time  to  test  the  value  of 
land,  or  any  thing  else,  in  either  old  or  new  State*? 
Doss  he  not  know  that  the  inflated  prices  of  land, 
and  every  thing  else  in  1836!  broke  jhe  banks,  mer- 


chants, and  traders,  and  the  United  States,  if  not 
the  world?  Mo-t  certainly.  I  should  select  any 
other  than  1836  as  the  proper  time  to  estimate  the 
true  value  of  any  thing.  Where  is  the  old  State 
that  has  refose  lands  to  dispose  of,  that  holds  them 
up  to  any  thing  like  the  prices  to  which  you  held 
up  the  refuse  lands  in  the  new  Slates?  No  where, 
air.  No  Legislature  of  any  8tate  in  this  Union 
would  dare  pursue  such  a  policy;  nor  would  aay 
Senator  hf  re,  with  all  his  feigned  independence, 
dare  to  pursue  such  a  policy,  were  they  bat  within 
the  reach  of  the  citzena  of  the  new  8'ates.  They 
pursue  towards  the  new  Slate,*,  who  are  cot  thek 
immediate  constituent?,  a  course. of  policy  they 
dare  not  adopt  in  regard  to  their  own  States. 
What  a  commentary  upon  that  good  old  rulej  of 
*Voing  as  you  wonld  fce  done  by." 

My  friend  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoos] 
has  shown  conclusively,  I  think,  that  the  intrinsic 
value  of  laud,  or  any  thing  else,  is  six  per  cent, 
upon  the  sum  it  yields  annually.  He  has  thrown 
over  this  subject  such  a  blaze  of  light,  as  to  carry 
conviction,  I  think,  to  every  un pre jadiced  bean. 
He  has  shown,  by  frn  unanswerable  argument,  that 
it  is  better  for  tl  e  Qo vera ur. eat  to  rrcnve  yudtij a 
moderate  price  for  ih:ir  property,  than  to  hod oa 
to  it  for  a  great  series  of  years,  with  the  view  of 
gelling  an  enhanced  price  for  U;  and  yet,  with 
these  convictions,  without  even  the  flimsy  apology 
of  subserving  the  financial  inter e>t  of  the  United 
States,  we  find  Senators  moving  heaven  and  earth 
to  keep  qaaotities  of  tbe  inferior  lands  out  of  mar- 
ket, by  holding  up  the  price  beyond  their  valne. 
Why  is  it,  then,  that  such  a  course  is  porsaetf 
The  answer  is  obvi  »■*.  It  is  to  prevent  the  settle- 
ment and  improvement  of  the  new  States,  and  to 
prevent  thorn  from  raUinc  a  revenue  by  taxation 
upon  their  lands.  Sir,  if  the  Uuited  States,  the 
great  la.*.d  monopolist,  like  every  honest  land  holder 
in  the  State,  were  to  pay  tbe  State  taxes  upon  their 
lands,  we  should  have  far  le?s  grounds  of  com- 
plaint. The  Government  pays  no  taxes,  nor  will 
she  suffer  the  lands  to  be  sold  at  a  fair  price,  that 
somebody  may  be  induced  to  purchase  them,  by 
which  the  States  in  which  they  lie  may,  by  taxing 
them,  receive  a  small  revenue  to  support  the  State 
Governments. 

The  friends  of  this  bill  anticipate  many  benefi- 
cial results  from  its  passage.  The  reason?  which 
influenced  tbe  committee  in  reporting  this  bill,  and 
the  reasons  which  influenced  the  author  •fitto 
offer  it  to  our  consideration,  have  been  presented 
to  the  Senate.  I  shall  not  repeat  or  dwell  upon 
them.  The  view?  of  the  committee,  and  of  the 
author  of  the  bill,  are  m»t  and  opposed  by  the  ad- 
versaries of  the  measure  ! 

They  oppose  (he  bill,  in  the  first  place,  wihan 
exaggeration  of  the  quantity  of  land  subject  to  id 
provisions.  The  true  quantity,  (if  there  be  any 
truth  in  our  official  documents,)  in  all  of  these? 
States,  which  is  suhject  to  the  provisions  of  th' 
cession  bill,  is  one  hundred  and  fifty- four  millions 
of  acre*.  Some  of  the  opponent  of  this  bill  repre- 
sent the  quantity,  1  think,  to  be  ten  hundred  mil- 
lions of  acres !  Now,  6ir,  I  care  bat  little  whet 
the  quantity  may  be;  our  arguments  ipplftotbe 
principV,  and  not  io  the  numer  of  acres.  l*hwd 
not,  therefore,  naiice  this  bombast  at  all,  but  that  I 
wish  to  disabuse  the  public  mind  as  to  ths  eitent  of 
our  possession*. 

Where  do  we  find  these  fmmense  possessions, 
amounting,  in  acres,  to  numbers  which  1  hare  not 
mathematical  skill  to  compote?  I  have  no  objec- 
tions to  go  on  a  trip  of  pleasure  with  the  Senator 
from  Si>oth  Carolina  [  V!r.  Pbxston]  to  the  peafc  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  en  whose  deration  ha 
perched  himself,  to  be  able  to  begin  to  form  some 
idea  of  our  countless  acres.  Where  are  the)  1 
Are  they  there?  Do  we  not  all  know  that  all  *J 
country  west  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  and  seem 
of  the  Missouri  river,  and  ea*t  of  the  Rocky  Mw* 
tuns,  is  held  in  fee  by  a  patent  from  the  President, 
by  th*  Indian  tribes  «id  by  treaty,  with  Mexico  « 
Texas?  Do  we  not  alt  know  that  the  angle  of  cow- 
try  formed  by  tbe  Missouri  river,  Iowa,  and  *• 
Canada  line,  is  either  held  in  like  manner  by  In- 
dian tribes,  or  else  i«  totally  uninhabitable!  to 
we  not  also  know  that  all  the  country  west  of  tie 
Rocky  Mountains  is  held  by  Indians,  and  is  claim  0, 
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though  unjustly,  by  a  foreign  power,  and  that  we 
have  not  to  ibis  day  had  nerve  enough  to  wrest  it 
from  htm?  We  all  know  these  thing?,  and  yet, 
they  would  have  os  and  the  world  believe  we  have 
as  many  acres  of  land  as  there  are  grains  of  sand 
alone  the  tea  shore. 

IV  adversaries  of  this  bill  also  exaggerate  the 
benefits  it  proposes  to  confer  on  the  States.  The 
flsiiaiur  from  Sooth  Carolina  [Mr.  Patsroii]  states, 
that  my  State  (ye*,  sir,  he  has  done  her  toe  honor 
to  select  her  for  his  illustration,)  will,  by  the  provi- 
sions of  the  cession  bill,  receive  forty  millions  of 
acres  of  mud !  Has  the  Senator  ever  read  the  bill? 
I  donbt  it;  for  if  he  had,  I  am  satisfied  he  would 
never  make  sneh  a  statement  in  the  face  of  the 
Senate.  I  have  already  shown  that  In  considera- 
tion of  the  surrender  of  her  five  per  cent  to  which 
she  is  now  entitled,  and  for  the  trouble  and  expense 
st  managing  and  selling  the  public  lands,  that  the 
bill  proposes  to  give  her  thirty- five  per  cent,  and  no 
mote,  and  not  the  whole  of  it,  as  the  Senator  ar- 
gues. The  Senator  also  misstates  the  quantity  of 
public  land  in  that  State.  It  is  a  little  over  Mrtv 
instead  of  /criy  millions.  This  thirty-five  per 
cent,  it  will  also  be  observed,  she  is  to  receive  gra- 
dually throughout  the  period'  of  eighty  years 
—and  from  sates  of  land  in  her  own  limits 
to  her  own  citizens— but,  when  she  defrays 
the  annual  expenses  of  managing  and  settling  this 
land,  by  paying  surveyors  and  land  officers  and  all 
that,  and  when  she  has  had  deducted  her  five  per 
cent,  which  she  now  receives,  and  which  she  is 
entitled  to  receive  in  virtue  of  her  compact  of  ad- 
mission  into  the  Union,  without  ccpense,  she  will 
have  remaining  out  of  her  thirty-five  cent,  upon 
the  green  proceeds  of  the  sales,  which  the  bill  pro- 
poses to  give  her  a  trifling  sum,  not  worth  a 
week's  debate  in  the  Senate,  so  far  as  money  is  con- 
cerned. Sir,  I  think  if  this  bill  be  liable  to  objec- 
tion, so  far  as  money  considerations  are  involved, 
the  bill  gives  her  too  little  instead  of  too  much. 
Bat  I  am  willing,  as  one  of  her  representatives,  to 
receive  it,  in  order  to  get  this  land  question  finally 
disposed  of. 

The  Senator  also  opposes  this  bill  because  it  vio- 
lates she  terms  of*  the  compact  with  Virginia  and 
Connecticut.  He  tells  us  the* e  States  ceded  their 
lands  to  the  United  States  to  be  "disposed  of"  for 
tbecommon  benefit.  I  have  read  the  Virginia  com* 
peet  the  Senator  refers  to,  but  not  lately.  As  bis 
objection  seems  to  be  founded  on  the  words  "rfw- 
sessd  */"  as  being  incompatible  with  the  word 
*ss4s,"  as  used  in  the  bill,  1  hope  the  author  of  the 
bill  will  accommodate  the  gentleman,  as  I  think  he 
can  do  with  propriety,  by  sabstitu'ing  in  the  bill  the 
words  "iltprndof"  for  the  word  "cede."  Either 
term  I  fancy  wilt  be  acceptable  to  the  friends  of 
the  measure.  The  Senator  tells  us  that  the  leading 
and  only  objects  of  those  two  grates,  ia  making 
the  cession,  was  money.  Well,  sir,  Connecticut  at 
least,  has  long  since  received,  for  what  was  at  best 
a  doubtful  clainfi,  an  ample  consideration  for  all 
she  ceded.  The  objects  of  these  grants  being  mo- 
ney, as  we  are  now  informed,  he  argues,  that  these 
lands  cannot  properly  be  disposed  of  for  the  com- 
mon benefit,  for  any  thing  else.  This  construction 
I  consider  rather  too  restricted.  Congress,  I  ap- 
prehend, can  dispose  of  these  lands  for  other  things 
than  money,  provided  it  be  for  the  common  bene- 
fit. Congress  certainly  have  often  exercised 
sneh  a  disposition  of  them,  and  probably  will 
do  it  again.  There  ia  no  stipulation  in  the  com- 
pact, mat  I  am  aware  of,  requiring  those  lands 
to  be  sold  at  a  certain  price  per  acre,  nor  any 
stipulation,  prohibiting  Congress  from  selling 
those  lands  at  a  price  less  than  one  dollar  and  a 
quarter  an  acre.  They  have  full  power  over  the 
subject,  and  can  sell  on  what  terms  they  choose, 
and  either  to  individuals  or  to  States.  I  know  of 
nothing  to  the  contrary.  But  whatever  force  there 
may  be  in  the  Senator's  objections,  ihey  do  not  ap- 
ply to  this  bill,  because  it  goes  on  the  ground  that 
she  lands  shall  be  sold  for  cash,  and  upon  the  far- 
ther ground  that  the  money  accruing  under  its  pro- 
visions shall  be  paid  in  the  public  Treasury  for  the 
common  benefit. 

The  Senator  objects,  futther,  to  thh  bill,  because 
it  establishes,  as  he  alleges,  the  relationship  of 
debtor  and  erector  between  ike  national  and  Stale 


Governments.  I  am  against  any  such  relation- 
ship; and  if  there  be  any  such  obscurity  in  the  bill 
on  this  point,  I  hope  the  author  of  it  will  modify  it, 
by  mnking  it  the  duty  of  every  purchaser  of  land 
to  deposits  the  sixty -five  per  cent,  the  portion  of 
the  purchase  money  coming  to  the  United  States, 
with  the  proper  peron,  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
States.  I  do  not  desire,  notwithstanding  my  confi- 
dence in  the  integrity  of  the  States,  for  a  dollar  of 
Federal  money  to  be  placed,  even  temporarily,  in 
the  treasuries  of  the  Stales.  Let  the  bill  be  so  mo- 
dified, if  it  requires  such  modification,  and  then, 
sir,  all  the  evils  the  Senator  has  so  eloquently  paint- 
ed, resulting  from  such  a  connection,  will  be 
avoided— and  here  is  an  end  to  that  chapter* 

The  next  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  it  is 
changing  our  most  admirable  land  system— and 
that  is  monstrous!  Will  you  change  a  system, 
they  ask,  which  has  operated  so  happily  for  forty 
years?  Behold  Ohio  and  Indiana  I  See  what  mag- 
nificent communities  have  grown  up  under  our 
most  admirable  land  system !  Yes,  sir,  Ohio  and 
Indiana  have  grown  up  with  surprising  rapidity, 
and  so  has  Russia  under  the  edicts  of  her  absolute 
Emperors,  and  that,  too,  without  the  magical  bene- 
fits of  our  admirable  land  system !  Has  our  land 
system  prodoced  the  growth  of  either  Ohio  «r  In- 
dian*? No,  air;  far  from  it.  They  would  be  better 
off,  if  yon  had  neither  lands  or  land  systems  in 
the  limits  of  either.  And  have  we  not  changed 
our  land  system  frequently?  We  have  changed  it, 
in  reducing  the  quantity  of  land,  authorized  to  be 
sold.  We  have  changed  it  from  a  credit  to  a  cash 
system.  We  have  changed  it,  by  reducing  the 
price  from  two  dollars  to  a  dollar  and  a  quarter 
an  acre.  The  distribution  bill,  which  those  gentle- 
man advocate,  is  a  proposition  to  change  the  land 
system.  And  have  any  of  these  changes  cheeked 
the  growth  of  Ohio  or  Indiana?  No  sir.  They 
have  gone  steadily  onward — and  would  have  done 
so,  if  they  had  never  heard  of  any  of  your  land 
systems.  Other  States,  old  States,  all  things  con- 
sidered, have  grown  up  as  rapidly  as  Ohio  and  Indi- 
ana, where  your  land  system  never  had  a  location 
or  an  existence.  We  should  act  with  childish  su- 
perstition to  refuse  to  make  any  alterations  in  our 
system,  which  experience,  or  the  wants  of  the  com- 
munity, or  the  condition  of  things,  might  point  out 
or  suggest.  And  pray,  air,  bow  long  since  is  it 
i  hat  those  gentlemen  manifested  such  a  horror  at 
change?  Change,  change,  I  had  thought,  was  their 
war .  cry.  I  had  thought  every  thing  was  to  bs 
changed  fr^m  head  to  foot!  I  had  thought  every 
thing  was  to  be  changed,  that  commerce  was  to  be 
revived,  that  money  was  to  be  good  and  plenty, 
that  poverty  and  hard  times  were  no  longer  to  be 
found  in  the  land,  and,  in  short,  that  we  were  to 
have  a  glorious  summer  of  unbroken  prosperity! 
And  do  these  great  re/erewr*,  that  were  to  change 
every  thing,  expect,  now  that  they  have  expelled  the 
incumbents  from  office,  and  are  about  to  seat  them* 
selves  snuc ly  in  their  places,  to  forget  their  pledges, 
and  sit  quietly  down  at  their  ease?  If  they  dream 
of  such  comfort  and  composure,  they  will  find 
themselves  sadly  mistaken.  They  must  let  off 
their  thUty-pounders,  if  they  have  any;  they  must 
bring  forward,  and  carry  it  too,  some  great  and 
striking  measure,  as  they  have  promised,  or  they 
will  be  laughed  into  scorn,  ridicule,  and  contempt! 
If  they  fail  ia  all  this,  their,  days  are  numbered.  If 
such  logic  as  this  could  have  deterred  our  bold  and 
iron  nerved  ancestors,  (and  it  was  preached 
by  a  celebrated  party  of  that  day,)  from 
changing  the  whole  Government,  we  should 
now,  sir,  be  the  humble  subjects  of  her 
Majesty,  and  not  the  independent  representatives 
of  twenty-six  States  and  eighteen  millions  of  free- 
men. I  hope  some  of  us,  at  least,  have  inherited 
a  portion  of  the  inquisitive  virtues  of  our  fathers, 
and  have  courage  enough  to  look  things  in  the 
face  as  they  are,  and  not  be  frishtened  to  death  by 
sounds  and  empty  shadows.  I  admit  that  every 
change  is  not  nu  improvement,  and  fear  that  the 
late  change  of  our  President  is  of  this  character. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay]  tells  us 
that  all  these  land  projects  are  traps  to  catch  votes; 
and  he  appeals  to  the  re&ult  of  the  late  election  as 
an  evidence  to  show  that  they  had  failed  in  their 
object.   Ia  the  North,  generally,  I  donbt  if  any 


candidate  would  obfain  their  suffrages  who  was 
not  considered  friendly  to  a  protective  tariff.  In 
the  South,  notwithstanding  the  result  of  the  late 
election,  1  doubt  if  any  candidate  could  obtain  their 
suffrages  who  was  known  to  be  in  favor  of  emanci- 
pating their  slaves;  and  I  believe,  in  the  new 
States,  that  no  candida'e  could  obtain  their  suf- 
frages who  was  known  to  be  against  graduation  of t 
the  price  of  the  public  land,  and  pre-emption  rights, ' 
or  other  land  measures  or  substitutes  which  would 
confer  equal  benefits  upon  that  section  of  the  conn- 
try.  And  bow  was  it  in  the  case  of  the  late  elec- 
tion in  that  quarter?  Was  not  every  stump  worn 
smooth  byfWhig  orators  in  trying  to  convince  the 
people  that  Gen.  Harrison  was  the  real  friend  of 
the  West?  Did  they  not  show,  from  a  history  of 
his  public  life,  that  he  had  always  voted  for  both 
pre-emption  and  graduation  bills?  Did  they  not 
also  show  that  his  competitor  bad,  so  late  as  1838, 
voted  against  these  measures?  Did  they  not  tell  us 
that  Mr.  Van  Baron's  professions  of  friendship  for 
those  measures,  as  contained  in  his  messsges,  were 
hypocritical,  and  that  they  were  of  too  modern  ori- 
gin for  evidence,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  be  re- 
lied upon?  1  can  appeal,  I  think,  with  safety  to 
every  Western  Senator  as  a  witness  to  the  truth  of 
this  statement.  Sir,  Gen.  Harrison  obtained  the 
votes  in  ths  West  for  other  reasons  doubtless,  but 
mainly  because  he  was  friendly  to  these  measures. 
And  popular  in  that  qaarter  as  he  has  proved  him- 
self to  be,  he  never  would  have  gotten  their  votes 
if  his  hostility  to  those  measures  had  been  even 
suspected. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  dwelt  longer  than  I  had 
intended  upon  this  great  question,  and  have,  before 
I  conclude,  but  a  single  remark  to  make,  and  that 
is,  that  public  sentiment  in  the  new  States  requires 
a  change  in  the  disposition  of  the  public  laud?,  and, 
sooner  or  later,  public  sentiment  in  that  quarter 
will  have  it  done.  On  this  subject  there  is  a  col- 
lected moral  force  which  cannot  and  will  not  be 
successfully  resisted.  And  is  it  not  your  duty  to 
respect  this  public  opinion?  Is  it  not  our  duty  to 
promote  the  peace  and  happiness,  whether  it  be  dis- 
turbed by  real  or  imaginary  causes,  of  every  mem- 
ber of  our  Union?  And,  ia  accomplishing  so  high 
and  so  noble  a  purpose,  does  it  become  us  to  stand 
out  upon  mere  trifles?  What  are  a  few  dollars, 
more  or  less,  to  the  National  Treasury,  in  compari- 
son to  such  high  and  absorbing  considerations? 
And  after  all,  is  it  not  our  duty,  as  far  as  in  us 
lie*,  to  make  every  citizen  of  every  State  a  free- 
holder, an  independent  and  happy  man?  What 
spectacle  is  there  se  pleasing  to  a  virtuous  and 
feeling  heart ! 

January  14  and  15, 1841. 
The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 

Ere-smption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
c  lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  tip  special 
order  of  the  day,  was  taken  up,  the  question  being 
on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  CRrrrciiDC*  to  recom- 
mit the  bill,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  to  dis- 
tribute the  proceeds  of  the  sales  or  the  dublic  lands 
among  the  States,  which  Mr.  Calhouk?  offered  to 
amend,  by  substituting  a  bill  to  cede  the  public 
lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  upon  certain 
conditions. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  said:  While  the  origi- 
nal bill  granting  pre-emptions  to  actual  settlers  was 
the  only  question  before  the  Senate,  I  felt  no  desire 
to  say  a  word  upon  i>;  but  since  the  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  the  amendment  to 
that  proposition  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  have  fairly  brought  before  the  Se- 
nate for  discussion  the  whole  subject  of  the  public 
lands,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  might 
be  expected  of  me  to  take  some  part  in  the  debate. 
And,  sir,  permit  me  to  say  that  I  enter  upon  thin 
discussion  with  the  more  pleasure,  because  I  have 
not  the  least  idea  that  the  question  will  be  settled  at 
this  session,  now  half  expired,  and  because  I  feel 
not  only  willing  but  anxious  thtt  my  sentiments 
should  be  fully  known  by  the  people  of  my  State 
befcre  the  next  session  of  Congress,  during  which 
I  hope  to  see  the  whole  subject  amicably  and  finally 
arranged:  for,  air,  if  I  know  myself,  I  desire  to  re- 
present,, on  this  occasion,  and  npou  all  other  sub* 
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ject8,  both  the  interest  and  wishes  of  my  State,  and 
to  chose  wishes  and  that  interest  I  will  at  all  times, 
on  all  questions  of  expediency,  conform  my  own 
action  here,  as  her  representative,  with  great  plea- 
sure. 1  have  said  that  I  consider  the  bill  and  the 
.proposed  amendments  as  bringing  the  whole  sub- 
ject before  the  Senate;  for,  sir,  1  cannot  agree  with 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  that  they  are  incongru- 
ous. I  consider  them  entirely  germain,  and  legiti- 
mately connected,  both  fur  argument  and  legisla- 
tion. The  whole  subject  may  well  be  arranged  in 
a  single  bill;  and  as  the  bases  of  such  a  bill  must 
include  the  principles  of  one  or  both  of  the  pro- 
posed amendments  it  is  entirely  projfcr  ihal  they 
should  be  discussed  with  the  original  proposition. 

Previous  to  the  views  which  I  intend  to  submit 
upon  this  subject,  the  Senate  will  pardon  me  if  I 
notice  tbe  closing  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas,  [Mr.  Sevier,]  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat.  That  Senator,  taking,  as  he  generally  does, 
a  clear,  common  sense  view  of  the  relation  between 
cause  and  effect,  has  just  told  us  that  tbe  in-com- 
ing party  must  do  bometbiag  to  meet  ihe  expecta- 
tions of  the  people;  that  it  must  bring  up  and  sup- 
port new  measures;  that  it  must  noi  sit  down 
in  the  seats  of  the  oat-going  party  and  fold  its 
arms:  %tbat  tbe  people  have  been  led  to  believe  that 
new  measures  were  to  be  adopted;  that  the  doc- 
trines of  the  out-going  party  were  to  depart  with 
them  in  tbeir  retirement;  that  the  measures  under 
which  the  Government  has  been  adminisiered  were 
hostile  to  the  interest  of  the  people;  and,  says  the 
Senator,  if  there  thall  be  no  change,  the  days  of 
the  in-coming  or  Harrison  party  are  numbered — 
it  will  go  out  at  the  end  of  four  years  by  a  larger 
majority  than  it  came  in.  I  entirely  concur  with 
.  the  Senator  in  hi?  position,  and  thank  him  for  the 
honesty  and  candor  of  the  admission  he  Ins  made; 
he  has  honestly  and  conclusively  solved  the  mys- 
tery which  surrounded  the  recent  result  of  the  poli- 
tical campaign  in  the  minds  of  some  Senators,  and 
especially  in  that  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton,]  who  declared,  a  few  days 
ago,  that  the  result  was  a  m>stery  he  could  not  un- 
der a  land.  The  Senator  from  Arkansas  perfectly 
understands  it,  and  I  concur  with  him  that,  if  the 
in-coming  party  pursuers  the  same  line  of  general 
policy  that  was  the  ruling  policy  of  Mr.  Van  Baren, 
its  days  will  be  numbered;  its  days  ought  to  be  num- 
bered. The  people  have  condemned  that  policy;  they 
have  willed  thai  those  who  support  it  shall  no  longer 
fill  the  highest  offices  within  their  gift;  they  have  willed 
'  that  a  different  policy  shall  prevail;  they  have  se- 
lected their  agents  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
a  different  policy;  those  agents  stand  pledged  to  da 
&o,  and  it  would  be  a  direct  violation  of  faith  to 
tbe  people  to  refuse  to  conform  to  their  will.  It 
would  be  such  a  breach  of  faith  as  ought  to  num- 
ber the  days  of  those  who  should  presume  upon 
such  a  dangerous  experiment.  I  trutt,  however, 
that  there  is  no  cause  for  alarm  from  any  quarter 
on  this  subject.  I  merely  notice  tbe  remark  of  the 
Senator  to  say  that  I  heartily  concur  with  him,  and, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  ihe  charge  shall  have 
no  application. 

Another  remark  of  the  Senator  I  must  briefly  no- 
tice, in  which  I  am  not  so  fortunate  as  to  concur. 
I  understood  the  Senator  to  say  that  the  Senators 
from  the  old  Stales  had  uniformly  voted  down 
every  proposition  from  the  new  States  in  which 
they  felt  any  interest. 

[Here  Mr.  Sevier  rose  and  said  he  had  made 
several  exceptions  ] 

So  I  understood  the  Senator,  but  I  do  not  feel 
disposed  to  let  the  remark  pass,  even  with  the  ex- 
ceptions, as  I  do  not  think  it  does  justice  to  the 
Senators  from  the  old  States,  as  they  are  called. 
How  many  Senators  compose  this  body,  sir?  The 
answer  is  fifty-two;  of  that  number  only  eighteen 
are  from  the  new  S;ates,  so  called.  Well,  sir, 
does  not  tbe  Senator  conader  both  the  pre-emption 
and  graduation  bills  Western  measures?  And 
how  could  thatnew  States,  with  their  eighteen  mem- 
bers, have  passed  any  bill  on  either  of  those  sub- 
jects without  the  votes  of  Senators  from  the  old 
S  atesl  And  still  these  bills  have  a;ain  and  again 
passed  the  Senate  with  the  votes  of  Senators  from 
the  o'd  and  new  States.  And,  sir,  I  cannot  let  (he 
occasion  pass  without  doing  to  Senators  from  the 


old  States  justice,  so  far  as  my  State  is  concerned, 
t  have  frequently,  since  1  have  been  a  member  of 
this  body,  felt  the  kind  aid  and  support  of  many  of 
tbe  Senators  from  the  old  States  on  subjects  of  vital 
importance  and  deeply  interesting  to  my  State, 
when  a  most  settled  opposition  had  come  from  Se- 
nators from  the  Southwestern  State i,  designated  as 
new  State*.  It  afford*  me  great  pleasure  to  except 
from  this  remark  the  Senator  from  Atkansa*.  So, 
sir,  as  one  of  the  representatives  c  f  one  of  the  new 
States,  I  claim  no  participation  in  the  application 
of  the  remarks  of  that  Senator. 

The  Senator  ftom  Arkansas  also  intimated  that 
the  new  States  would  soon  be  strong  enough  to 
make  tbeir  own  laws  on  this  subject  without  the  aid 
of  the  other  States  of  tHis  Union.  This  he  thinks 
may  take  place  by  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cal- 
houn] also  predicated  a  portion  of  his  rein&fki  upon 
the  same  hypo'h?sis.  Here  again  I  am  compelled 
to  dissent  in  toto  from  the  positions  assumed  by 
those  Senators.  It  seems  that  the  Senators  over- 
look a  most  important  fact  in  order  to  arrive  at 
their  conclusions;  that  is,  thai  the  States  aie  be- 
coming old  faster  than  new;  or,  in  other  words, 
that  the  old  States  are  increasing  faster  than  the 
new  ones.  I  use  the  words  "old"  and  "new"  in 
their  confined  acceptation.  If  the  Senators  consi- 
der all  new  States  that  have  been,  and  that  may 
be,  admitted  into  the  Union  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  they  are  right;  hot  that  is 
not  the  use  they  desire  to  make  of  the  termi;  they 
re'er  to  States  having  a  border  interest  in  com- 
mon, growing  out  of  their  frontier  situation,  and 
the  quantity  of  public  lands  within  their  limits.  In 
this  sen.'?,  doe?  it  not  strike  those  Senators  that  the 
danger  is  the  other  way?  that  the  old  States  must 
increase  in  proportion?  and  that  the  power  to 
control  legislation  on  this  subject  must  ultimate- 
ly, unless  settled  soon,  lie  with  them?  It 
looks  sj  to  me,  and  I  have  heard  no  argument 
to  shake  this  view  of  the  case.  How  stands 
the  case  with  Ohio?  How  with  Indiana?  ay,  Indi- 
ana, that  but  a  few  years  ago  was  upon  the  extreme 
frontier.  The  former  no  longer  claims  to  be  a  new 
State;  and  the  latter,  so  far  as  the  land  question  is 
concerned,  can  scarcely  be  said  to  belong  to  that 
class  of  States.  Others  are  following  rapidly;  and 
in  a  few  years  more  all  the  ^present  great  States 
in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  will  bs  in  the  very 
centre  of  the  Union  of  Stater,  and  not  even 
the  Western  of  the  old  States,  in  tbe  sense  I  am 
discussing  the  subject.  Is  it,  then,  wise  in  the 
Soators  from  the  extreme  frontier  of  the  States 
called  the  new  State.*,  to  raise  any  question 
founded  upon  local  considerations  exclusively, 
on  this  great  land  question?  1  submit  these 
remarks  in  a  spirit  of  kindness;  for  these  Se- 
nators, one  and  all,  know  that  I  have  ever  stood  by 
them  when  the  interest  of  therr  States  was  in  ques» 
tion.  But,  sir,  I  must  be  pardoned  for  saying  that 
I  never  hear  these  local  and  discriminating  ques- 
tions agitated  h?re  or  elsewhere,  when  they  can  pos- 
sibly be  avoided,  without  a  deep  sense  of  the  im- 
propriety of  the  course.  Let  us  remember  that  we 
are  brethren  of  the  same  family,  embarked  in  the 
same  vessel,  bound  to  the  same  port.  Let  us  never 
forget  our  motto,  "Un'ted  w»  stand,  divided  we 
fall."  We  must  have  confidence  in  each  other. 
Deriving  our  existence  from  the  same  race,  uni'ed 
together  by  the  same  patriotic  love  of  country,  ac- 
knowledging the  same  Supreme  Being,  and  cherish- 
ing the  same  free  constitu'i  nal  form  of  govern- 
ment, should  we  not  have  ftfH  confidence  in  each 
other,  and  should  we  not  avoid  every  thing  calcu- 
lated to  excite  angry  feelings  or  engender  sectional 
hostilities?  It  may  not  become  me  to  lecture  older 
Senators  on  this  subject,  but  I  shall  rest  my  defence 
on  the  importance  of  the  position,  and  the  impres- 
sion it  has  made  on  my  mind.  I  will  digress  no 
further,  but  take  up  the  subject  under  consideration, 
as  I  had  originally  intended  before  I  was  decoyed 
from  the  path  by  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas,  which  I  have  thought  proper  to  netice. 

While  we  differ  upon  many  points  connected 
with  the  land  question,  we  all  concur  in  the  magni- 
tude of  the  subject,  and  its  great  importance.  There 
it  another  point  in  which  there  is  a  general  concur- 
rence, so  far  ae  I  have  as  yet  heard  an  opinion  ex- 


pressed, and  that  is,  the  propriety,  nay,  more,  the 
necessity,  of  settling  the  whole  matter  so  soon  as  it 
can  be  done  satisfactorily  to  all.  Upon  the  mjgai- 
tude  of  the  subject  and  its  consequent  connection 
with  tbe  legislation  of  Congress,  and  the  diversi- 
fied interests  of  tbe  States  in  all  their  varieties,  th*.. 
Sena'or  from  South  Carolina  commented  at  iargt;~ 
and,  as  I  do  not  design  travelling  over  the  sauc' 
ground  that  other  Senators  have  occupied,  where  I 
concur  with  them,  I  thall  content  myself  by  read' 
ing  an  extract  from  the.  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  to  which  the  bill  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  had  been  committed.  This 
extract  will  show  the  quantity  of  the  public  lands 
over  which  oar  legislation  extends.  And  I  read 
it  to  the  Senate  that  it  may  be  fresh  in  tbe  recol- 
lection of  Senators  when  1  allude  to  it  in  my  subse- 
quent remarks.    The  report  says: 

"It  appears  (rom  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Ge- 
neral Land  Office  (see  Doc.  46, 31  &*«.  25th  Cong.)  thai  it* 
whole  quantity  in  acres  of  the. public  domain  on  ttaaoih Sep- 
tember, 1838,  to  which  the  Indian  title  was  net  extinguished*, 
amounted  to  seven  hundred  and  sixty -eix  millions  in  roowL 
number*.  There  were  '  at  the  same  time,  as  appears  br  the 
same  report,  in  the  State  and  Territories  three  hundred  art 
nineteen  millions  of  acres  to  which  the  Indian  title  was  extin- 
guished; making  the  whole  public  domain  in  the  aggregates^ 
thai  time  to  be  ten  hundred  and  eighty -fire  millions  of  term 
By  table  marked  A,  herewith  annex  edr  it  appears  that,*** 
first  of  January  last,  there  were  in  the  new  folate*  onehsadnd 
and  fifty-four  millions  of  acres  to  which  the  Indian  tides  wtn 
extinguished, and  nine  million  five  hundred  thousand  acres w 
which  the  Indian  title  was  not   extinguished;  making  into 


aggregate  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  million  fivehuadnd 
thousand  acres.  From  this  deduct  for  disputed  grants,  ttsny 
of  which  arc  large,  to  which  the  right  of  the  Government-flay 


thousand  acres.    From  this  deduct  for  disputed  grants, 

of  which  arc  large,  to  which  the  right  of  the  Government-flay 

not  be  established,  three  millions  and  a  half  of  scree;  which 


would  lea  re  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  subject  to  the  ops-  • 
ration  of  this  bill, (Mr.  Calhoun's  amendment;)  being  less  [tea 
one  sixth  ef  the  whole  public  domain." 

Who  can  read  the  above  extract,  and  not  see  tie 
immense  magnitude  of  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion? I  listened  to  the  Senator  from  Soah  Caroli- 
na, [Mr.  Calhoun,]  while  portraying  tbe  iupmtaace 
of  this  great  subject,  with  the  attention  dae  to  that  . 
Senator  as  welt  as  to  myself — desirous  aa  I  was  to 
bear  th*  whole  argument;  and,  sir,  1  bad  the  plea- 
sure of  concurring  most  folly  with  that  Senator  op 
to  the  pr.int  of  his  argument  where  he  declared  that 
the  pre-emption,  graduation,  and  distribution  plans 
ail  felt  short  of  the  desired  object  of  settling  the 
question  upon  the  terms  of  -compromiM  upon 
*rhich  I  dewre  to  see  it  placed;  and  urged  as  tbe 
only  panacea,  or  remedy  for  the  disease,  h*  aoead- 
ment  ceding  to  the  States  [in  which  tuey  lie  the 
lands  within  tbeir  limits,  upon  certain  terms  and 
condition*.  At  this  point  I  was  compelled  to  leave 
tbe  c  unpany  of  tbe  Senator.  I  could  not  concur 
with  him  in  either  of  his  positions;  and,  sir,  I  eon* 
fess  that  I  was  surprised  to  hear  the  Senator  deeUre 
that  his  amendment,  or  bill,  was  calculated  to  dose 
the  whole  land  question.  Why,  sir;  does  not  the 
Senator  see  that  it  falls  greatly  short  of -meeting  the 
desired  object?  Can  he  shut  his.  eyes  to  the  tact 
that  the  garmmt  he  has  made  is  entirely  too  small 
for  the  body  he  designs  to  pat  it  on?  His  bill  ap- 
plies to  the  land*  lying  in  the  new  States  alone— eae 
hand  red  and  sixty  millions  of  acres;  while  tbe 
whole  quantity  of  the  puolic  lands  is  over  lea  hun- 
dred million!  of  acre*,  as  shown  by  the  report 
which  I  have  read. 

The  great  objects  of  the  Senator,  as  he  has  de- 
clared, are  to  get  rid  of  this  agitating  question  in 
Congress  to  withdraw  Executive  patronage,  and, 
finally,  to  settle  ihe  land  question.  How  wilt  the 
bill  of  the  Senator  effect  the^e  desirable  resist 
As  I  have  said,  it  touches  less  than  one-sixth  of  ihe 
public  domain;  the  land  system,  with  all  its  para- 
phernalia, must  still  be  kept  up;  Congress  will  have 
just  as  mnch  legilation,  and  the  patronage  will  be 
about  the  same  as  if  no  such  bill  had  been  pawed- 
Bat,  sir,  I  forbear  to  push  the  argument  on  the  Se- 
nator^ bill  further  at  this  moment.  I  shall  ban 
occasion  to  examine  it  in  its  proper  order  in  the 
coarse  of  my  remarks.  Our  land  system  has  been 
justly  eulogized  by  Senator*  on  all  sides  of  the 
Chamber.  When  we  compare  it  with  the  synw 
of  other  countries,  how  high  does  it  stand  uvthe 
comparison;  or  even  contrast  it  with  the  manner  of 
the  disposition  of  the  pob-ic  lands,  by  grunting 
Urge  tracts,  upon  credit,  to  individuals  or  compa- 
nies, as  was  first  adopted  by  this  Government,  and 
how  pre-eminent  does  our  present  system  standi 
Still  it  is  becoming  too  great  in  magnitude,  too  ex- 
tensive in  its  demands  uponr  tbe  legislation  of  Cm- 
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$ress»  intimately  too  moch  connected  with  the  va- 
rious affairs  or  the  nation.  There  seems  to  be  a 
universal  disposition  and  desire  to  make  changes, 
either  in  the  manner  of  the  ad  minis)  raiioo  of  the 
lands  or  in  the  disposition  of  ihe  funds  proceed -ng 
from  their  sales.  The  debt  of  the  Revolution  has 
been  extinguished;  the  lands  ceded  by  the  States 
have  been  libeiated  from  that  charge,  and  a  new 
state  of  the  question  has  been  presented  by  these 
considerations. 

I  propose  to  notice  the  different  propositions  thai 
hare  been  made  for  the  disposition , of  these  land*, 
in  as  brief  a  manner  as  I  can,  and  show  how  they 
stand.  At  (he  commencement  of  the  last  Congress 
of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  1  tcok  my 
aeat  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
At  that  time  the  questions  of  graduation  and  pre- 
•emption  were  the  favorites  for  discussion.  Well, 
«r,  pre-emption  laws,  in  some  shape,  have  been 
massed  from  that  day  to  this;  and  we  now  have  one 
before  us,  differing  somewhat  in  character  from 
any  former  Uwy  of  which  I  will  ppeak  hen- after. 
Bat,  sir,  the  graduation  bills  have  shared  a  very 
different  fate.  Not  a  session  of  Congress  has  been 
held  without  discussing  or  acting  upon  a  gradu- 
ation bill  in  some  shape  or  other.  General  Jack- 
son came  into  power  on  the  tide  of  unbounded  po* 
polarity:  his  friends  were  devoted  to  his  person, 
and  his  partisans  sustained  his  measures  with  great 
unanimity.  He  was  most  decidedly  in  favor  of 
graduation:  he  held  it  up,  as  did  his  adherents  in 
the  West,  as  the  antagonist  measure  to  the  distribu- 
tion principle,  as  carried  cut  in  Mr.  Clay's  land 
bill;  and  when  the  President  defeated  that  bill,  he 
proclaimed  graduation  as  the  proper  measure, 
well,  sir,  he  held  the  station  for  eight  years;  and 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term,  Mr.  Van  Buren  came 
into  power.  Like  his  predecessor,  be,  too,  recom- 
mended graduation;  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
favored  |t  as  a  financial  measure;  his  partisans  in 
the  West  held  it  up  to  the  people  as  an  Administra- 
tion measure.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress  the 
bill  passed  the  Senate  about  the  same  time  the  pre- 
emption bill  did;  they  went  to  the  House  together; 
the  pre-emption  bill  passed,  and  the  graduation  bill 
slept  on  the  table.  There  was  power  enough  to 
pas*  the  Sab-Treasury  bill  and  the  pre-emption  bill, 
vat  the  graduation  bill  was  forgo' ten.  Thus,  sir, 
twelve  years,  including  the  administrations  of  Gene- 
ral Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  have  parsed 
away,  and  the  graduation  bi»l  stands  precisely 
where  it  did  when  I  came  to  Congress  first.  From 
mis  I  am  led  to  believe  either  that  there  never  was 
any  serious  intention  of  passing  it  by  thote  who 
clamored  the  loudest  for  it;  that  it  was  merely  held 
up  to  the  gaze  of  the  people  as  the  opposition  mea- 
sure to  distribution,  for  the  | purpose  of  defeating 
the  latter  measure,  or  the  people  were  opposed  to 
it,  and  the  dominant  party  knew  it,  and  were  afraid 
to  pass  i';  and  let  m<?  siy  to  Senators  now,  that  I 
have  net  the  lea^t  idea  it  ever  will  pass,  unless  it 
shall  be  connected  with  the  pre-emption  and  distri- 
bution principles,  upon  terms  of  compromise  of  the 
whole  subject 

The  objections  that  are  urged  against  the  gradua- 
tion bill  are,  first,  that  it  unsettles  the  land  policy; 
secondly,  it  reduce*  the  price  of  the  real  estate  of 
the  country;  thirdly,  the  principle  of  graduation, 
by  the  time  the  lands  have  been  in  market,  is  arbi- 
trary and  unjust;  inasmuch  as  the  tables  of  sales 
show  that  lands  which  bave  been  long  in  market 
stilt  find  purchasers  at  the  minimum  price  of  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  These  ob- 
jections are  entitled  to  due  consideration;  and  al- 
though I  da  not  expect  to  live  long  enough  to  see  a 
graduation  law  standing  upon  its  own  bas's,  I  will 
briefly  notice  them.  As  to  the  first  objection,  it 
will  depend  entirdy  on  a  prior  question;  that  i?, 
would  the  change  be  for  the  better?  If  so,  there 
can  he  no  objection  on  that  ground;  as  frequent 
changes  have  been  made,  and  the  land  system  has 
been  much  improved  by  them.  Instance  the  sub- 
divisions of  the  tracts;  the  introduction  of  the  cash 
for  the  credit  system;  the  reduction  of  the  price 
from  two  dollars,  which  was  the  minimum,  to  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cent?,  the  present  minimum. 
The  second  position  is,  that  it  reduces  the  price  of 
the  real  estate  of  the  country.  This  assumption  I 
think  rather  specious  than  substantial}  it  would 
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certainly  tend  to  sell  the  land,  and  cause  it  to  be 
improved  at  a  much  earlier  day  than  *it  otherwise 
would  be;  and  as  the  value  of  the  improved  land 
depends  upon  the  state  of  the  improvement  of  the 
country,  it  follows  that  the  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment of  these  lands  at  an  early  day  most  tend  to 
increase  rather  than  diminish  the  value  cf  the  other 
improved  lands  in  the  same  section  of  country;  at 
'least,  the  effect  would  not   be  perceptible  against 
this  view.    In  the  next  place,  it  is  contended  that 
the  principle  of  graduation  by  time — that  is,  the 
length  of  time  lands  have  been  in  market— is  arbi- 
trary and  unjust,  because  lands  that  have  been 
long  in  market  still  find   purchasers  at  the  mini- 
mum price.    This  matter  is  perfectly  plain  and 
simple  of  solution.    Lands  have  an  intrinsic  and 
a  re  la  ive  value.    A  graduation  bill  by  time  only 
applies  to  the  intrinsic  value  of  lands;  they  are  sold 
by  their  relative  value,  by  which  I  mean  that  the 
locality,  quality  of  soil,  water  privileges,  timber, 
and  many  other  qualities,  compose  the  intrinsic  va- 
lue of  a  piece  of  land,  and  tot  which  it  receives  an 
early  purchaser;  while  lands  wanting  any  of  these 
qualities  would  be  passed  by  the  settler  in  the  first 
instance;  but,  after  ihe  country   around  becomes 
settled  and  improved,  these  lauds,  thus  passed  by, 
become  relatively  valuable  in  consequence  of  their 
locality,  and  not  their  original  intrinsic  value;  and 
that  relative  value  finds  for  them  purchasers.    I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  at  least  one   half  of  the 
lands  that  are  now  called  refuse  may  in  a  series  of 
years  be  forced  upon  purchasers  at  the  minimum 
price.    This  is  my  view  of  the  matter.    It  looks 
very  plain  to  me;  and  yet  it  has  excited  a  long  de- 
bate to  account  for  the  apparent  phenomena,  how 
could  it  be  possible  that  these  lands  could  be  infe- 
rior land*,  and  still  find  purchasers.    There  are 
connected  with  this  part  of  the  argument  two  im- 
portant questions:  First,  is  it  right  for  the  Govern- 
ment fo  bold  up  these  lands  at  a  price  above  their 
intrinsic  value,  until  they  are  sold  by  their  relative 
value,  and  thereby  avail  itself  of  the  industry  of 
the  purchasers  of  the  surrounding  lands  to  give 
that  relative  value?    The  o'her  is,  should  tbe  set- 
tlement of  the  country  be  retarded,  and  the  States 
prohibited  from  taking  the  lands,  until  that  relative 
value  shall  have  been  given  to  them  by  the  sur- 
rounding improvements?  1  have  heretofore  thought 
that  both  of  these  questions  should  be  decided  in 
the  negative,  and  have  voted  accordingly;  and,  as  I 
have  heard  no  complaint  of  my  votes,  J   shall  in 
this  instance  take  the  same  course,  though  I  feel 
quite  easy  about  it,  and  would  willingly  conform  to 
the  will  of  my  State  by  voting  either  way,,  or  make 
a  reasonable  compromise  of  the  whole  matter  to 
secure  greater  benefits  in  the  final  adjustment  of  the 
land  question. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  President,  to  the  more  impor- 
tant question  of  pre-emption  as  embraced  by  the 
bill  before  us.  As  I  have  already  said,  laws  on 
this  subject  have  been  passed  from  time  to  time, 
differing  in  some  particulars  from  the  bill  before 
us,  which*  I  will  look  into  as  I  progress  with  the  ar- 
gument. 

But,  before  I  give  my  views  upon  the  question,  I 
desire  to  say  a  lew  words  in  relation  to  my  vote 
against  an  amendment  to  the  original  bill,  which 
excluded  foreigners  from  the  benefits  of  pt exemp- 
tion. It  has  been  urged  by  Senators  that  the  re- 
striction should  have  been  incorporated  in  the  bill; 
they  contend  that  persons  who  have  no  interest  in 
our  Government,  and  who  owe  allegiance  to  a  fo- 
reign power,  ought  not  to  have  the  benefits  of 
a  law  which  tbey  contend  grants  exclusive 
privileges.  Tnere  is  much  force  in  the  ar- 
gument, and  were  there  not  countervailing  consi- 
derations, K  should  be  disposed  to  go  with  them; 
but, sir,  let  it  be  remembered  that,  previous  to  ob- 
taining the  benefit  of  the  law,  residence,  improve- 
ments on  and  cultivation  of  the  land,  are  requisite 
on  tbe  part  of  the  pre-emptor,  this  I  considered  tan- 
tamount to  a  declaration  of  a  bona  fide  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  settler  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States;  indeed,  it  is  one  of  tbe  most  conclu- 
sive evidences  of  that  intention  that  could  well  be 
conceived  of.  Still,  I  voted  to  require  the  declara- 
tion to  be  made  in  writing  before  the  pre-emption 
shall  operate.  I  cannot  agree  with  Senators  who 
mink  there  if  great  danger  of  this  clajsof  foreign- 


ers overturning  or  injuring  the  Government,  by 
their  votes  or  otherwise.  Sir,  let  me  tell  Senators 
that  this  is  not  the  class  of  men  from  whom  danger 
is  to  be  apprehended.  These  are  honest,  hard- 
working, industrious  men,  who  support  themselves 
and  families  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows;  men  who 
attend  to  their  own  business,  and  not  the  concerns 
of  the  public;  they  are  net  the  class  of  political  fo- 
reigners who  hang  around  your  seaports  and  the 
suburbs  of  your  large  cities,  making  polities  their 
trade,  preaching  agrarian  and  loco  foco  doctrines 
in  the  daytime,  and  lighting  loco  foco  matches  and 
rioting  at  night— tbe  levellers  down,  because  they 
cannot  level  up.  Men  who  do  not  betake  them- 
selves to  honest  callngs  for  a  livelihood,  and'  who 
are  tbe  enemies  of  those  who  do;  these  are  the  men 
you  may  watch;  but  when  you  see  a  foreigner  take 
his  family  into  tbe  Western  country,  settle  down  on  s 
a  piece  of  wild  land,  commence  his  little  improve- 
ment, surrounded  and  aided  by  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, you  may  rest  satisfied  that  you  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  him;  he  is  of  the  useful  class  of  foreign- 
ers that  ultimately  become  our  best  citizens.  The 
spirit  that  prompts  him  to  acquire  properly  will  in- 
duce him  to  protect  and  defend  it.  Tbe  other  class 
are  not  affected  by  pre-emption  laws,  for  they  would 
not  cultivate  and  improve  the  new  lands  if  you 
would  give  them  the  privilege  fre*  of  cost.  I  have 
seen  many  of  this  class  in  the  West  as  well  as  in 
the  East,  and  I  have  never  seen  one  of  them 
claiming  pre-emption  privileges.  The  other  class 
usually  apply  for  the  benefit  of  our  naturalization 
laws,  and  become  citizens  at  the  earliest  period 
possible;  they  are  good  members  of  society,  and  I 
desire  to  give  them  all  encouragement  1  can  con- 
sistently with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 

During  the  discussion  of  this  question,  the  ar> 
gumentr  was  pushed  further  than  was  called  for  by  _ 
the  provisions  of  the  bill;  and  new  questions  were 
started,  or  ra<her  sprung  upon  up,  one  of  which, 
being  an  important  one,  I  am  -not  disposed  to  let 
pass  without  a  brief  notice.  It  has  been  contend- 
ed' that  the  States  have  the  power  to  confer  the 
rights  of  citizens,  or,  in  other  words,  citizenship, 
on  foreigners,  notwithstanding  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Stales  on  that  subject.  Others  have 
contended  that  this  can  only  be  done  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  passing  na- 
turalization laws  on  the  part  of  Congress.  I  heard 
these  opinion?  advanced  by  distinguished  Senators, 
and  I  confess  I  thought  at  the  time  that  both  were 
wrong— that  those  who  contended  for  the  first  of 
these  positions  were  clearly  and  wholly  mistaken; 
and  ihaf  those  who  admit  the  power  in  the  States, 
in  the  absence  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  by  the 
Federal  Government,  had  taken  ground  that  could 
not  be  maintained.  I  supposed  tbe  whole  power  to 
be  exclusive  in  Congress,  and  that  in  no  case,  un- 
der no  circumstances,  could  the  States,  or  either  of 
.them,  exercise  it;  and  I  find,  on  consulting  a  high 
authority,  (Story  on  the  Constitution,)  that  I  was 
right.  I  will  read  to  the  Senate  what  that  learned 
commentator  says  on  the  subject.  3d  vol.  Com* 
mentaries,  chap.  16,  he  says: 

"The  propriety  of  confiding-  the  power  to  establish  a  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization  to  the  National  Government  teems  not  to 
have  occasioned  any  doubt  or  controversy  in  the  convention.  For 
aught  that  appears  on  the  journals,  it  was  conceded  without  ob- 
jectkra.  Under  the  confederation,  the  States  possessed  the  sole 
authority  to  exercise  the  power,  and  the  dissimilarity  ol  the  sys- 
tem in  different  Slates  was  generally  admitted  as  a  prominent 
defect;  and  laid  the  foundation  of  mauy  delicate  and  intricate 
question*.  As  the  free  inhabitants  of  each  State  weie  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  aj>d  immunities  of  citizens  in  all  the  other 
States,  it  followed  that  a  single  State  possessed  ihe  power  of 
forcing  into  every  other  State,  with  the  enjoymentof  every  im- 
munity and  privilege,  any  alien  whom  it  might  choose  to  incor- 
porate into  its  own  society,  however  repugnant  such  admission 
might  be  to  theii  polity,  'convenience,  and  even  prejudices.  In 
eft  ct,  every  Slate  possessed  the  power  of  naturalizing  aliens  in 
every  other  State— a  power  as  mischievous  in  its  nature  as  it 
was  indiscreet  in  its  actual  exercise.  In  one  Slate,  residence 
tor  a  short  time  might  and  did  confer  the  rights  of  citizenship; 
mothers,  qualifications  of  greater  impottance  were  required. 
An  alien,  therefore,  incapacitated  for  the  possession  of  certain 
rights  by  the  laws  o(  the  latter,  might,  by  a  previous  residence 
and  naturalisation  in  the  former,  elude  st  pleasure  all  their  fa- 
lutary  regulations  for  self-protection;  and  it  has  been  remarked, 
with  equal  truth  andjustice,  that  it  was  owing  to  mere  casualty 
that  the  exercise  of  this  power  under  the  Confederation  did  not 
invole  the  Union  in  the  most  serious  embarrassments.  There 
is  great  wisdom,  therefore,  in  confiding  to  the  National  Go- 
vernment the  power  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalize 
tion  throughout  the  TTnJted  States.  It  is  of  the  deepest  interest 
to  the  whole  Union  to  know  who  are  entitled  to  enjoy  the  rights 
of  citiiensineach  Bute,  since  they  thereby,  in  effect  become 
entitled  to  the  rights  of  citizens  in  all  the  8tatee.  If  aliens 
might  be  admitted  Indiscriminately  to  enjoy  all  the  rights;  of 
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attssns  at  lb*  will  of  a  single  State,  the  Union  Itself  might  be 
endangered  by  an  influx  offoreigners  hostile  to  its  Institutions, 
Ignorant  of  its  powers,  and  incapable  of  a  due  estimate  of  its 
privileges. 

"It  follows  from  the  ysry  nature  of  the  power  that,  to  be 
useful,  it  must  be  exclusive;  for  a  concurrent  power  in  the 
States  wuuld  bring  back  all  the  erils.and  embarrassments  which 
the  uniform  rule  of  the  Constitution  was  designed  to  remedy. 
And,  accordingly,  though  there  was  a  momentary  hesitation, 
when  the  Constitution  first  went  into  operation,  whether  the 
power  might  not  still  be  exercised  by  the  States,  subject  only  to 
the  control  o!  Congress,  so  far  as  the  legislation  of  the  Utter  ex* 
tended,  as  the  supreme  law:  yet  the  power  is  now  firmly  esta- 
blished to  be  exclusive.  The  Federalists,  indeed,  introduced 
this  very  case  as  entirely  clear,  to  illustrate  the  doctrine  of  an 
exclusive  power  by  implication,  arising  from  the  repugnancy 
uf  a  similar  power  in  the  States.  'This  power  roust  necessarily 
be  exclusive,'  says  the  author,  ♦because  if  each  State  had 
power  to  prescribe  a  distinct  rule,  there  could  be  no  uniform 
rule."1 

The  doctrines  here  laid  down  by  the  learned 
commentator  are  fully  sustained  by  the  conclu- 
sive authorities  to  *  hich  he  refers,  and  sustain  the 
two  positions  for  which  I  contend. 

First.  That  the  power  oyer  the  subject  of  natu- 
ralization is  vested  in  Congress,  and  is  denied  to 
the  Stater,  and  is  consequently  exclusive.  And, 
secondly,  that  no  State  can  create  an  alien  a  citi- 
zen of  such  State,  as,  by  that  means,  such  person 
would  in  effect  become  a  citiz-n  of  every  other 
State. 

I  have  thought  proper,  Mr.  President,  to  place 
this  matter  distinctly  before  the  country  that  it  may 
be  understood,  especially  as  it  has  been  raised  in 
this  debate,  and  different  views  have  been  presented 
by  distinguished  Senators. 

It  will  be  my  purpose,  for  a  few  moments,  to 
call  back  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  pre-emp- 
tion bill  at  the  point  where  we  left  it.  The  objec- 
tions to  a  pre-emption  bill,  so  far  ss  I  can  under- 
stand them,  are,  first,  that  such  a  bill  encourages 
persons  to  leave  the  old  States  and  settle  in  the 
new.  To  this  I  would  say,  that  surely  Senators 
would  not  deprive  their  brethren  of  the  privilege  of. 
bettering  their  condition  in  life  if  they  think  proper 
to  do  so  We  are  all  in  pursuit  of  happiness,  and 
if  any  portion  of  the  citizens  of  the  old  k8tates  are 
willing  to  leave  the  homes  of  their  fathers  and  mi- 
grate to  the  West  in  search  of  a  better  home,  hard 
would  be  that  heart  th«t  would  prevent  them;  and 
harder  still  would  be  the  heart  of  those  who  would 
not  leceive  them  with  open  arms.  Ours  is  a  com- 
mon country,  and  let  us  never  forget  that  neither 
out  affections  for  each  other  nor  our  love  of  coun- 
try should  be  separated  by  geographical  bounda- 
ries or  State  linrs. 

Secondly.  It  is  objected  that  the  principle  gran  ts 
exclusive  privileges  to  a  class  of  men  who  (rush  in 
advance  of  civilization  and  seize  upon  the  public 
property,  and  it  has  even  been  suggested  that  they 
might  be  restrained  by  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment. To  this  I  would  say,  that  legislation  should 
always  adapt  itself  to  the  condition  of  affaire.  We 
must  look  at  things  as  they  are,  and  not  as  they 
might  be  supposed  to  be,  or  we  legislate  for  a  sup- 
posed and  not  a  real  state  of  things.  That  spirit  of 
enterprise  and  discovery  which  is  character  stic  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  race— that  spirit  that  animated  the 
Pilgrims,  and  the  first  settlers  at  Jamestown— that 
spirit  that  prompted  a  Boon,  a  Clark,  and  a  Ken- 
ton, to  penetrate  the  Western  wilds  and  encounter 
and  overcome  the  perils  that  surrounded  them— that 
spirit  which  fired  the  early  settlers  of  the  West,  in- 
duced them  to  leave  the  peaceful  homes  of  their 
fathers,  and  brave  the  savage  rifle  and  tomahawk, 
to  settle  a  new  country— I  say  that  same  spirit  is 
impelling  our  people  onward;  the  tide  that  com- 
menced  rising  and  flowing  west  from  the  shores  of 
the  Atlantic  is  still  rolling  on,  and  can  only  be  ar- 
rested by  the  waves  of  the  Pacific.  Our  people  are 
already  settling  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
in  a  few  years  more  there  will  be  a  nation  of  our 
citizens  in  that  region.  You  need  not  talk  of  ar- 
resting this  spirit;  it  forms  a  noble  trait  in  our  cha- 
racter, and  it  should  be  provided  for.  The  privi- 
leges granted  are  those  of  selecting,  occupying, 
cultivating,  and  paying  for  at  the  minimum 
price,  a  quarter  section  of  Government  land, 
securing  to  the  settler  the  fruits  of  his  own  in- 
dustry in  exclusion  of  all  others.  It  is  said  that 
there  land?,  if  sold  at  public  auction,  would 
brirg  a  higher  price  than  the  minimum.  This 
may  be  so  in  many  cases;  but  here  again  we 
must  look  at  the  matter  in  its  true  light.    I  consi- 


der the  pre-emption  laws  merely  declaratory  of  the 
custom  or  common  law  of  the  settlers,  If  you  make 
your  public  Bales,  and  put  up  lands  thus  improved, 
the  settler  will  become  the  purchaser  at  the  mini- 
mum price.    No  ene  will  bid  against  him;  no 
honest  man  would  take  from  a  poor  man  the 
improvements  ha  bad  made  on  a  piece  of  land,  and 
no  dishonest  man  would  dare  to  do  it.    Previous 
to  a  sale  all  the  settlers  in  the  district  have  a  per- 
fect understanding  that  each  is  to  have  the  piece 
of  land  he  lives  upon,  and  they  will  neither  bid 
against  each  other,  nor  will  any  other  person  ri* k 
the  consequences  of  taking  from  any  one  his  im- 
provements by  purchasing  his  lot  of  land.    Sir, 
who  could  do  it)  Who  would  dare  to  do  it?  Whose 
conscience  would  suffer  him  to  do  it?    And  here 
let  me  answer  a  position  assumed  by  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Mavoum;]  be  spoke  of 
the  bowie  knife  and  the  rifle  settling  the  question 
of  pre-emption  between  the  settlers  themselves.    I 
know  the  Senator  would  not  make  the  statement, 
unless  he  believed  that  the  consequences  he  fears 
would  grow  out  of  such  conflicts;  bat  let  me  assure 
him  he  is  wholly  mistaken.  Ouepre-emptor  has  just 
as  much  regard  for  the  pre-emption  right  of  another 
as  he  has  for  the  personal  property  of  his  neghbor, 
or  as  the  citizen  land  holder  of  the  old  States  has 
for  the  real  estate  of  others  to  which  he  has  no  claim 
or  title;  or,  in  other  words,  the  occupancy  and  culti- 
vation of  land  by  a  settler  secures  to  him  the 
right  to  purchase  that  land,  in  exclusion  of  every 
other  settler,  as  effectually,  by  the  custom  of  the 
settlers,  as  if  pre-emption  laws  guarded  his  claim. 
I  may  here  be  asked  why  pass  a  pre  eruption  law 
then?    My  answer  is  the  same  that  would  be  given 
to  the  passage  of  a  declaratory  statute;  to  leave  no 
doubt  on  the  subject  in  the  mind  of  any,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  a  possible  case  that  might  occur.    When 
I  am  on  this  point,  I  must  say  one  word  as  to  the 
general  character  of  these  pioneers.    I  may  be 
pardoned  for  supposing  that  I  have  had  some  op- 
portunities of  judging  that  some  Senators  who  have 
spoken  have  not.    More  than  twenty  years  of  my 
life  have  been  spent  on  the  frontier.    I  have  seen 
my  State  in  her  infancy,  with  the  fairest  and  largest 
portion  of  her  territory  in  the  possession  of  the  In- 
dians.   I  have  seen  her  psss  through  the  different 
gradations  of  improvement,  until  she  has  arrived 
at  her  present  high  grade  in  the  comparison  with  her 
sifters.    I  have  seen  the  first  rude  hut,  the  first 
log  cabin,  erected   by  the  first  occupant  of  the 
wilds  of  what  is  now  the  most  beautiful  and  highly 
improved  portions  of  my  State.    I  have  seen,  heard, 
and  con  versed  with,  the  early  settler,  and  let  me 
assure  Senators  he  is  the  last  man  that  would  wil- 
lingly do  injustice  to  his  country,  and  the  very  first, 
in  times  of  peril,  10  bare  his  manly  bosom  and 
nerve  his  strong  arm  in  her  defence;  and  although 
he  may  be  as  rough  and  as  rude  as  his  own  log  tene- 
ment, his  heart  beats  with  patriotic  emotions  for 
his  country;  be  is  a  warm  friend,  a  kind  neighbor, 
ever  hospitable  to  strangers,  and,  still  better,  an 
honest  man;  his  poverty  and  bis  enterprise,  with 
the  hope  of  bettering  his  condition,  and  providing 
for  bis   family,  stimulate  him   to   leave  his  old 
friends,  the  homes  and  the  graves  of  those  who  are 
dear  to  him,  plunge  into  the  wilderness,  and  un- 
dergo the  perils  and  deprivation*  iocident  to  the  set- 
tlement of  a  new  country.    Do  you  ask  me  where 
is  the  evidence  cf  his  industry  and  usefulness?    I 
answer  you  by  pointing  to  the  West.    Go  there  and 
see  for  yourselves— let  the  great  West  answer  for 
the  emigrant. 

I  have,  Mr.  President,  a  single  remark  to  make 
upon  a  question  arising  out  of  a  principle  of  the 
particular  bill  before  the  Senate.  The  principle 
of  graniing  prospective  pre-emptions  has  been 
strenuously  opposed,  as  being  a  departure  from 
previous  laws  on  the  subject;  as  holding  out  a 
bounty  in  advance,  for  settlement.  As  to  the  first 
of  these  positions,  I  must  say  that  a  prospective 
preemption  is  much  more  justifiable  than  a.  re- 
trospective one.  The  case  stated,  in  my  opinion, 
settles  the  question.  In  the  case  of  a  retrospective 
pre-emption,  you  justify  a  trespass  actually  com- 
mitted on  die  public  lands,  and  grant  to  the  tres- 
passer the  benefits  of  the  preemption  Jaw,  for  you 
have  alaw  in  full  force  declaring  it  to  be  a  trespass 
to  ejtter  upon  these  lands,  destroy  the  timber,  take 


stone,  or  commit  other  acts  inconsistent  with  the 
rights  of  the  Government.  In  the  other  cue,  yon 
justify  no  trespass,  bat  by  law  grant  the  privilege  to 
the  actual  settler.  The  second  position  assumed  I 
answer  by  saying  that  such  has  been  the  practice 
of  the  Government  for  a  series  of  yens;  that  the 
stimulus  created  by  a  prospective  pre-emption  law 
would  not  be  perceptible.  The  settler  relies  vita 
full  confidence  on  the  security  of  his  right  of  pre- 
emption, either  by  a  retrospective  law,  sueh  as  we 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  passing  for  his  benefit, 
or  the  custom  or  common  law  of  settlers,  of  which 
I  have  spoken.  I  dismiss  this  part  of  the  subject 
with  the  single  additional  remark,  that,  as  pre-emp* 
tion  laws  have  been  passed,  as  they  have  aot  been 
productive  of  any  visible  public  injury,  and  as  that 
portion  of  our  fellow-citizens  for  whose  benefit 
they  are  passed  confide  in  their  continuance,  1  fee 
no  impropriety  in  the  measure  if  snffickMly 
guarded. 

Having  noticed  the  graduation  and  pre-emption 
principles,  I  must  proceed  to  the  examination  of 
the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Scuh  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Calhoun,]  called  the  cession  bill.  It  is  not  mj 
purpose  to  discuss  the  whole  details  of  the  bill,  but 
to  merely  state  f  ome  of  the  prominent  objections  to 
it,  at  least  those  objections  that  have  satisfied  my 
mind  ihat  it  ought  not  to  become  a  law.  I  have 
already  stated  that  I  fully  concurred  with  that  Se- 
nator in  the  importance  and  magnitude  of  the  sib* 
ject,  and  the  propriety  of  its  arrangement,  so  as  to 
rid  Congress  of  the  subject,  if  possible*  la  these 
poin's  the  Senator  and  myielf  agree;  but  in  the  re- 
medy he  proposes,  we  totally  disagree.  I  have  al- 
ready showed  that  his  bill  only  cover*  the  mads  in 
the  nine  States,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to 
only  160,000,000  acres  out  of  ten  hundred  millions, 
the  whole  quantity;  hence  the  apparent  inadequacy 
of  the  proposed  measure  to  remove  the  difficulties 
of  the  present  system.  But  I  desire  to  pursue  this 
matter  further,  and  show  the  gross  ineqaalityof 
the  measure  as  applied  to  the  nine  new8<atea.  lite 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Passrov]  touch- 
ed this  point  in  his  remarks  the  other  day,  in  ms 
usual  able  msnner,  and  bas  relieved  me  from  me 
necessity  of  going  so  much  at  large  into  it  as  I 
would  otherwise  have  done.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
table  prepared  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  appended  by  that  committee  to  the  report  oa 
the  bill  I  am  now  discussing,  without,  it  seem*, 
even  noticing  the  glaring  inequality  presented  by  it. 
Sir,  I  present  thet  table  to  the  Senate:  it  is  an  im- 
portant documen,  essential  to  a  correct  understand- 
ing of  the  position  I  am  examining:* 

By  an  examination  of  this  table,  the  great  diver* 
sity  in  the  condition  of  the  nine  new  8tatee  will  ap- 
pear in  a  glaring  light.  I  will  take  the  two  States 
will  appear  in  a  glaring  light-  I  will  take  the  two 
States  of  Indiana  and  Arkansas  to  illustrate  me 
idea.  The  aggregate  of  the  whole  of  the  public 
fends  that  Indiana  contained,  as  estimated  by  me 
table,  was  20,629,359  acre?;  of  this  quantity  mere 
have  been  sold  15,158,702  acres;  granted  to  lbs 
State  and  individnais,  for  ail  purposes,  1,074,16? 
acres;  unsold,  including  lands  nnsurveyed,  4.386,494 
acres;  the  purchase  money  received  by  the  General 
Government  into  the  National  Treasury  from  the 
sale  of  the  15  158,702  acres  is  #19.326,301.  Tee 
quantity  of  land  in  Arkansas  is  31,463,910  acres. 
Of  these  there  have  been  sold  2,464,710  sera; 
granted  to  the  State  and  individuals  for  all  pornesm 
976,896  acres;  and  there  remain  unsold  28,027,304 
acres.  The  United  States  have  received  for  thesile 
of  these  2,464,710  acres  the  sum  of  #3,110,897. 
Indiana  contains  a  population  of  near  700  000  soak, 
aud  Arkansas  a  population  of  about  100,000  soak. 
Thus  stand  the  two  States.  Now  let  us  see  the  ap- 
plication of  the  principles  of  the  bill  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  to  these  two  States.  Here 
stands  Indiana  with  her  700,000  souls,  having  paid 
into  the  National  Treasury  the  sum  of  #19  326,301 
f  r  the  lands  already  sold,  receiving  under  the  bill 
her  thirty-five  per  rent.*  of  the  proceeds  of  the  re- 
maining 4,396,494,  while  Arkansas,  *  with  her 
100,000  souls,  having  paid  into  the  National  Trea- 
sury only  #3,110,897,  would  receive  her  thirtyfive 
per  cent,  of  her  28,027,304  acres,  subject  to  like 
charges.  So  that  Arkansas,  containing  the  smaller 
population,  and  hiving  paid  the  least  money  into 
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the  National  Treasury,  would  receive  greatly  the 
most  in  the  dividend.  I  might  ran  oat  the  idea, 
and  push  the  argument  on  this  point;  bnt  as  my  ob- 
ject is  brevity,  and  as  I  have  much  yet  to  say.  1 
•will  pass  to  the  consideration  of  another  view  of 
the  subject,  believing  that  I  am  understood  by  the 
Senate. 

In  presenting  another  view  of  the  subject,  I  may 
be  permitted  to  contrast  ihe  benefits  to  the  new 
States  supposed  by  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  be  con- 
ferred by  it  with  those  arising  from  the  distribution 
plan,  which  is  its  antagonist  measure.  And  in 
sols  point  of  view,  I  ma  prepared  to  show  that  even 
Arkansas,  one  of  the  most  favored  States,  would 
be/mack  Ike  gainer  by  the  distribution  bill  even  in 
a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  if  she  hid  as  much  In- 
dian title  to  extinguish  as  Michigan,  and  confining 
it  exclusively  in  the  estimate  to  the  lands  lying  in 
Arkansas.  If  I  sustain  this  position,  it  follows 
thai  there  is  not  a  single  S'ate  m  the  Union,  bald- 
ing land  subject  to  the  oxtinguuhment  of  Indian 
title,  that  could  take  the  measure  without  a  great 
pecuniary  sacrifice  as  a  snbsiimte  for  the  distribu- 
tion bill*  Senators  any  think  I  am  venturing  upon 
bold  ground,  and  I  am  very  sore  the  Senator  from 
Soath  Carolina,  in  my  eye,  believes  that  the  post* 
tioneannot  he  maintained;  bat  let  him  hear  me 
answer  the  argament  growing  oat  of  a  statement 
ol  the  case,  fur,  fortunately  for' ma,,  the  ease  is  not 
to  be  made  out- by  argument;  the  proof  lies  in  the 
statement  of  th«  facts  of  tbe  east.  Arkansas,  by 
the  bill  of  tbe  Senator  from  South  Caroliaa,  would 
foeeive  thirty-five  per  cent,  upon  the  sales  of  her 

*rABLE  A. 
Statement  of  the  public  lands,  axolusive  of  those 
situated  in  the  Territories,  made  up  to  January 
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*Thw  la  exclusive  of  8,982,440  acres,  not  yet  ceded  to  tbe 
United  Stales,  iii  Michigan,  and  about  five  ortix  hundred  thou- 
•and  in  Ohio  and  Indiana;  making,  in  all,  about  nine  millioos 
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unsold  lands.  She  will  receive,  as  ihe  law  now 
stands,  five  per  cent,  which  is  taken  from  her  by 
the  bill  and  included  in  the  thirty^ ve  per  cent.; 
this  leaves  her  thirty  per  cent.  The  distribution 
bill  gives  her  twelve  and  one-half  per  cent,  and 
leaves  her  in  possession  of  her  five  per  cent,  mak- 
ing seventeen  and  one-half  per  cent.-,  and  then 
gives  her  her  proportion,  in  the  ratio  of  representa- 
tion, of  the  other  eighty-two  and  one-half  per  cent, 
which  would  raise  the  aggregate  amount  to  be  re- 
ceived by  the  State  to  over  twenty-per  cent,  with- 
out any  expense  of  the  land  system,  or  the  extin- 
guishment of  Indian  title,  leaving,  at  this  stage  of 
thp  calculation,  less  than  ten  per  cent,  in  faror  of 
Mr.  Calhoun's  bill.  For  this  ten  per  cent,  the 
State  would  be  compelled  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  land  system,  the  surveys,  the  sales  of  the  land, 
and  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  titk;  for  the 
provisions  in  the  bill  are: 


This  cession,  together  with  the  portion  of  the  sale*  to  be  re- 

1    ~tatea  respectively  under  the  provisions  of  this 

full  of  the  fire  percent,  fund,  or  any  partthere- 


tained  by  the  States  respectively  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  shaft  be  in  full  of  the  fire  percent,  fund,  er  any  part  there- 
of not  already  accrued  to  any  State;  and  the  said  States  shall  be' 
exclusively  liable  for  all  charges  that  may  hereaAer  arise  from 
the  surveys,  sates,  and  management  of  the  public  lands  and  ex- 
tinguishment of  Indian  title  within  the  limits  of  said  States  re- 
spectively." 

Now,  sir,  can  any  Senator  say  that  the  State 
could  do  all  that  is  required  of  her  for  the  ten  per 
cent?  or  wonld  any  State  accept  of  such  a  propo- 
sition in  lieu  of  (be  distribution  bill,  if  both  were 
presented?  It  may  net  be  amiss  to  look  a  little 
further  into  the  cost  of  this  matter,  or,  as  in  the 
case  of  Bumble,  the  beadle,  to  examine  the  spoons, 
and  see  if  they  are  the  pure  stuff.  What  is  in- 
cluded in  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  title?  My 
eye  has  beam  turned  a  little  to  that  matter,  and  there 
may  be  some  items  that  even  some  of  the  Senators 
from  the  new  States  now  favoring  this  bill  have  not 
considered.  I  will  name  some  of  them  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate.  The  costs  or  expense  of 
extinguishing  Indian  title  include  the  expense  of 
holding  tbe  treaty,  including  the  support  of  the  In- 
dians in  their  encampment  and  in  council;  the  costs 
of  the  commission  to  hold  the  treaty;  the  price 
given  for  the  lands;  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
West;  the  purchase  of  lands  for  them  for  their 
new  homes;  their  support  in  their  new  position  for 
at  least  a  year;  the  expense  of  a  commission  to  in- 
vestigate claims  against  them;  for  all  these  enter 
Into  t*te  consideration  of  modern  treaties.  Would 
ten  per  cent,  pay  these  expense*?  Let  one  of  the 
States  try  it,  and,  my  word  for  it,  such  State  will  be 
largely  minus  in  the  account.  Then,  sir,  tbe  bill 
is  clearly  delusive  to  the  new  States,  most  certainly 
not  so  intended  by  the  distinguished  mover,  for  I 
give  him  fnll  credit  for  good  faith  to  those  State*; 
but  it  seems  to  me  he  has  not  done  justice  to  his 
strong  and  vigorous  mind,  by  bringing  it  to  bear 
folly  upon  the  subject,  or  he  would  not  have  pre- 
sented this  bill  as  just  to  all,  or  specially  beneficial 
to  any  of  the  new  States. 

There  is,  however,  another  view  of  the  question 
which  should  settle  the  matter  beyond  controversy. 
The  argument  I  have  introduced  has  been  con* 
fined  to  an  examination  of  the  bill  with  reference 
to  the  lands  lying  in  the  Stales.  This  is  a  very  cir- 
cumscribed view  of  the  case.  I  so  intended  it,  as 
it  covers  only  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of 
acres  out  of  tbe  ten  hurfdred  millions  of  acre?. 
Bm  still  it  most  not  be  forgotten  that  while  the  bill 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  confines  itself 
to  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  acres,  the 
distribution  measure  covers  the  whole,  and  distri- 
butes, not  only  the  proceeds  of  the  one  hundred 
and  sixty  millions,  but  also  of  the  residue  of  the 
ten  hundred  millions;  and  while  the  cession  bill  es- 
tablishes the  principle  that  so  soon  as  a  State  is  ad* 
nutted  into  the  Union  the  lands  must  be  ceded,  the 
other  continues  the  distribution.  Without,  there- 
fore, going  into  the  great  variety  of  important 
questions  which  have  been  discussed  by  others  rela- 
tive to  the  power  and  expediency  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  I  am 
compelled  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  it  is  my 
duty  to  vote  against  it;  and  if  it  should  pass  and 
become  a  law,  and  tbe  question  shall  he  put  to  me 
whether  the  proposition  should  be  accep'ed  by  my 
State,  I  aiould  have  to  answer  in  the  negative. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  President,  arrived  at  that  point 


of  the  argument  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  dis- 
cuss the  main  subject  before  us:  I  mean  the  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Crittenden.) 

[Here  Mr.  Mereick  asked  Mr.  Smith  to  give 
way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn.  Mr.  S.  having  spoken 
over  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  it  being  late  in  the 
evening,  the  Senate  adjourned.] 

At  the  moment  of  the  adjournment,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, on  yesterday,  I  hafl  arrived  at  what  seemed 
to  me  to  be  the  main  quesion  before  the  Senate, 
I  had  said  something  about  the  graduation  and 
pre-emption  Mils  and  their  kindred  subjects.  I  bad 
attempted  to  examine  some  of  the  previsions  6f  the 
bill  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  I  had 
admitted  the  importance  of  the  question  before  us, 
and  I  had  urged  the  great  importance  and  the  ar- 
gent necessity  of  placing  ihis  whole  matter  on  the* 
basis  of  a  judicious  compromise.  Commencing, 
therefore,  at  the  point  where  my  remarks  were  ar- 
rested, (for  I  shall  avoid  repetition  as  much  as  pos- 
sible,) I  will  proceed  to  give  my  views  upon  the 
question  of  retribution,  in  which  it  will  be  mv  pur- 
pose to  show  why  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  entitled  to 
my  support,  and  to  answer  some  of  the  objections 
that  had  been  urged  against  it.  The  Senator  from 
Arkansas  [Mr.  Sevieb]  alluded  to  this  subject  the 
other  day,  and  I  confess  I  was  rather  disappointed 
in  his  course  of  remarks;  1  did  expect  and  I  did 
hope  to  hear  that  Senator  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
proposition.  I  was  anxious  to  hear  his  views,  for 
they  are  usually  marked  with  a  strong  vein  of 
common  sense  and  practical:  illustration.  The  Se- 
nator, however,  declined  tbe  argument,  and  con- 
tented himself  with  saying  that  the  measure  was 
dead,  andby  telling  us  that  the  Senator  from  Mis* 
souri  [Mr.  Benton]  had  killed  it.  Yes,  says  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas,  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
murdered  it  as  soon  as  rt  was  introduced.  I  hope 
the  Senator  did  not  mean  to  charge  tbe  malice 
aforethought,  which  is  a  constituent  of  the  crime  of 
technical  murder. 

[Mr.  S*vier  said  yes,  sir.] 

Well,  Mr.  President,  V  have  only  to  say  that, 
while  malice  is  essential  to  constitute  a  killing 
murder  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  it  is  not  so  es>ential 
in  the  composition  of  a  legislator.  We  should 
me£t  the  questions  that  are  presented  for  our  con- 
sideration with  calmness  and  deliberation.  I  do 
not  say  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  did  not  so 
discuss  this  question:  I  am  merely  replying  to  the 
remark  of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas. 

It  so  happens  that  I  differ  entirely  with  the  Sena- 
tor  from  Arkansas  in  the  assumption  that  he  has 
indulged  in,  that  the  proposition  of  distribution  is 
either  killed  or  murdered.  Sir,  that  proposition  is 
not  dead,  but  liveth;  and,  1b  1  me  tell  Senators  who 
think  that  it  is  dead,  that  they  will  find  it  not  only 
living,  but  that  it  is  destined  to  become  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  that,  too,  before  many  more  sessions 
of  Congress  shall  have  passed  by.  It  should,  in 
my  opinion,  long  since  have  been  the  law.  If  the 
bill  that  was  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Clay,]  and  whic*i  passed  Congress 
during  the  administration  of  Q  meralJactson,  had 
become  the  law,  it  would  have  been  a  most  valua- 
ble measure  for  the  whole  Union,  and  especially  for 
my  State;  and  I  assure  you,  sir,  while  many  of 
the  adherents  of  General  Jackson  still  sustained 
him,  it  was  for  other  reasons  than  his  opposition  to 
tbe  distribution  bill.  The  same  measure  is  now 
before  us,  and  I  shall  give  it  my  hearty  support} 
and  not  likt  my  friend  frcm  Arkansas.  I  shall 
not  content  myself  with  a  mere  expression  of  opi- 
nion. I  desire  my  State  to  see  the  distinc;  grounds 
of  my  support;  for  I  have  no  sentiment  to  conceal 
on  this  or  any  other  measure. 

First.  I  support  ihe  bill  because  It  is  the  only 
compromise  measure  upon  which  all  can  unite, 
and  which,  with  proper  provisions,  will  do  ample 
justice  to  both  the  old  and  the  new  States.  The 
interest  of  the  new  States  will  be  amply  protected, 
and  the  rights  of  the  old  Stales  will  be  maintained 
in  the  distribution  of  the  fund.  The  difficulties 
spoken  of  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  as 
arising  from  the  present  system,  will  be  partially 
obviated,  and  the  voice  of  discontent  between  the 
new  Slates  and  the  old,  growing  out  of  the  sub- 
ject, will  be  forever  hushed.    Instead  of  making 
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the  bill  expire  by  its  own  limitation  in  a  few  years. 
I  would  make  it  a  part  of  the  permanent  land 
system. 

Secondly.  I  support  it  as  a  Western  measure. 
Yes,  sir,  as  a  Western  measure;  and  especially  as  a 
measure  called  for  by  the  best  interests  of  my  State. 
He  must  have  been  blind  to  the  administration  of 
public  affairs  for  the  last  few  years,  who  has  not 
seen  the  tendency  of,  the  Government  to  draw  the 
money  from  the  West,  through  the  land  offices  and 
impost  duties,  and  expend  it  elsewhere.  I  heard 
the  Senator  from  Tennesse,  [Mr.  Ahdebson,]  who 
addressed  the  Senate  the  other  day  upon  this  point, 
with  great  satisfaction.  The  noble  stand  he  took, 
and  the  independence  with  which  he  announced 
his  views,  command  my  unqualified  approbation. 
During  the  last  three  years,  the  table  and  expendi- 
tures will  show  that  the  expenses  of  the  Adminis- 
tration have  been  (89,885,730. 
Thus,  in  1838, $40,437  218 

1839,  ....        31,815,000 

1840,  .--  -  36,643,512 
Now,  how  much  of  this  fund  has  been  expended  in 
the  West?  how  much  in  the  Northwest?  Let  the 
friends  of  the  Northern  harbors  answer;  let  the 
friends  of  the  Cumberland  road  and  the  friends  to 
the  improvement  of  navigation  of  Western  rivers 
answer.  Not  a  dollar  of  this  vast  sum  was  ap- 
propriated to  the  protection  of  lake  commerce; 
not  a  dollar  to  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Western  rivers.  The  imposition 
off  the  commerce  of  the  Ohio  by  the  obstruc- 
tion of  the  navigation,  and  the  consequent  high 
tariff  of  tolls  at  the  falls,  still  remains.  The  Cum* 
berland  road,  that  great  Wes'ern  measure,  the 
construe*  ion  of  which  was  commenced  under  the 
auspices  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  continued  through 
the  subsequent  Administrations  to  the  present,  has 
been  suffered  to  sink  into  a  state  of  dilapidation, 
decay,  and  ruin.  I  talked  the  other  day  with  a  con- 
tractor for  carrying  the  mail  in  my  State  on  this 
road,  and  he  told  me  he  would  have  to  abandon  his 
contract  at  all  hazards.  He  said  it  would  ruin  him 
to  try  to  go  on,  for  the  mail  was  so  very  heavy,  that 
he  could  carry  no  passengers;  and  so  soon  as  the 
frost  was  out  in  the  spring,  it  would  be  impossible 
for  four  Qf  the  best  horses  he  could  get  to  travel 
more  than  two  miles  an  bour  upon  it;  and  even 
then  ihey  would  swamp  or  mire  down  at  the  worst 
places,  and  have  to  be  raised  by  rails  or  levers. 
And  yet,  sir,  out  of  your  expenditure  of  near  one 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  in  the  last  three  years, 
not  one  dollar  ccu'd  all  the  entreaties  and  argu- 
ment we  could  use  obtain.  I  saw  the  tendency  of 
the  doctrines  that  have  left  us  in  our  present  condi- 
tion, forcibly  exemplified  at  the  last  session.  After 
every  proposition  that  had  been  introduced  favora- 
ble to  the  Western  objects  which  I  have  named  had 
been  Voted  down,  and  it  was  declared  by  a  distin- 
guished Senator  [Mr.  Calhoun]  that  our  appropri- 
ations had  been  dried  up,  a  proposition  was  intro- 
duced to  'appropriate  $90,000  to  the  commencement 
of  a  new  work  at  Pensacola,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico: the  same  Senators  that  voted  against  the  Cum- 
berland  road  voted  for  the  Pensacola  work,  it  be- 
ing on  the  seaboard;  and  even  at  this  session,  when 
my  friend  the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Youaro] 
introduced  a  bill  making  a  small  appropriation  to 
the  Cumberland  road,  and  proposed  to  let  it  remain 
on  the  orders  without  reference,  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Clay]  objected,  and  wished  the  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  borrowing 
money  for  this  road;  and  yet  I  am  greatly  mistaken 
if  the  same  Senator  did  not  vote  for  the  Pensacola 
appropriation  when  the  Government  was  borrow- 
ing money,  without  ever  putting  that  qaestion  to 
himself.  I  introduce  this,  not  so  much  for  the  pur- 
pose of  complaining,  as  to  show  the  tendency  of 
modern  doctrines,  and  the  propriety  on  our  part  of 
providing  for  contingencies.  Not  that  I  have  any 
disposition  to  give  up  the  Cumberland  road  or  the 
lake  harbors;  far  from  it:  I  expect  to  urge  them 
upon  the  consideration  of  Congress  so  long  as  I  am 
honored  with  a  seat  in  this  bedy.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, to  see  the  Cumberland  road  provided  for  in 
the  final  adjustment  of  the  land  question  at  the  next 
session  of  Congress.  It  was  originally  connected 
with  it,  and  I  shall  contend  for  the  continuance  of 
)te  connection.    By  the  distribution,  aHeast  a  por- 


tion of  the  money  that  is  drawn  from  us  will  be  re- 
turned to  our  people  annually.  The  vivifying  in- 
fluence of  these  annual  returns  will  be  felt  in  every 
part  of  the  Uniftn,  but  more  especially  in  the  West, 
which  is,  by  the  modern  doctrines,  in  effect  cut  off 
from  a  participation  in  the  benefits  of  a  National 
Treasury,  so  fai  as  direct  appropriations  are  con- 
cerned. I  can  speak  for  my  own  State.  I  know 
that  her  share  of  the  distribution  will  be  most  ac- 
ceptable to  her,  circumstanced  as  she  is.  And  as 
it  is  her  right,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  as  her  repre- 
sentative, to  urge  the  measure  by  my  voice  as  well 
as  by  my  vote. 

At  the  moment  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  intro- 
duced his  amendment,  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Linv]  intimated  an  intention  of  moving  an 
amendment  to  the  proposition  of  distribution,  to  ap- 
propriate the  land  funds  to  the  Navy  and  the  na- 
tional defences  exclusively.  I  suppose  he  meant 
the  defences  of  the  Western  frontier,  as  that  subject 
lies  nearest  hit  heart. 

[Mr.  Limn,  from  his  seat,  said,  no,  air;  the  en- 
tire national  defences  ] 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoow] 
catching  at  the  proposition,  bat  understanding  it  to 
be  confined  to  the  Navy  alone,  took  the  occasion 
to  thank  the  Senator  from  Missouri  for  his  magna* 
nimity,  and  spoke  in  strains  *f  eulogy  and  high 
commendation  of  the  project.  This  is  but  carrying 
out  the  policy  which  I  have  stated  has  given  the 
Government  appropriations  a  salt-water  tendency; 
but,  air,  as  a  Western  Senator,  I  cannot  sustain 
either  of  these  propositions;  and,  let  met  me  not  be 
misunderstood:  there  is  no  one  here  who  would  go 
further  to  sustain  the  nation  in  all  necessary  appro- 
priations for  these  objects;  but  let  the  funds  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  not  be  taken  exclusively  from 
the  West;  let  not  the  door  be  closed  forever  to  a 
return  to  us  of  some  part  of  the  money  that  is  ab- 
stracted from  us  by  the  continual  drain  of  the  pub- 
lie  lands  upon  the  pockets  of  our  citizens.  I  con- 
fess that  the  two  propositions,  coming  from  the 
quarter  they  do,  are  somewhat  alarming  to  tbote 
who  hope  to  see  a  return  to  the  West  of  a  portion 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  The  objects 
named  belong  to  the  general  charge;  they  are 
strictly  national,  and  let  the  nation  cherub  them: 
for,  should  the  time  come  when  our  patriotism  and 
devotion  to  our  country  shall  call  upon  us  in  the 
West  to  act  with  oar  brethren  in  the  defence  of  oar 
common  country,  by  land  or  by  sea,  they  have  in 
the  past  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  future.         * 

Thirdly.  I  sustain  the  proposition  because  a 
compromise  founded  upon  it  will  not  unsettle  the 
land  system,  but  preserve  it  in  an  improved  form, 
while  all  the  different  interests  represented  can  har- 
monize. On  the  other  hand,  the  effect  of  the  bill 
of  the  Senator  from  Sooth  Carolina  will  be  to  un- 
settle the  land  system,  create  the  relation  of  debtor 
and  creditor  between  the  General  Government  and 
the  States,  and  produce  conflicts  arising  out  of  our 
Indian  relations. 

The  distribution  bill  will  also  go  far  to  equalize 
the  States  who  have  received  public  lands  for  vari» 
ons  purposes.  Ine  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr. 
Nouvbll]  has  repeatedly  intoduced  this  subject, 
claiming,  upon  equitable  principles,  that  the  other 
new  States  should  be  brought  up  to  the  standard  of 
Ohio,  that  has  received '  more  of  the  public  land 
than  any  other  new  State.  This  bill  will  accom- 
plish that  object,  if  it  does  not  exceed  it.  The  131 
per  cent,  on  the  unsold  lands  in  Michigan,  being  over 
31,000,000  acres,  would  bring  that  8tate  more  than 
even  with  Ohio.  Michigan  has  received  969,759 
aew,  Ohio  has  received  1,843,911  acres— diffo 
rrnce  873,153  acres;  13s  per  cent  or  l-8th  of  the 
unsold  lands  in  Michigan  would  be  over  3,500,000 
while  the  124  per  cent  on  the  3,000,000  acres  un- 
sold in  Ohio  would  be  only  350,000  acres.  So  that 
the  effect  of  the  bill  will  be  entirely  favorable  to 
those  of  the  new  Stales  that  have  not  received  as 
much  of  the  public  lands  as  Ohio. 

These  are,  briefly,  my  reasons  for  tupporting  the 
distribution  bill.  Let  us  lo?k  at  the  grounds  on 
which  Senators  place  their  objections  to  its  passage. 
So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  understand  them,  they 
are  these. 

First  The  measure  is  unconstitutional. 

Secondly.  Jt  will  retard  the  settlement  of  the 


States  by  holding  up  the  lands  for  prices  at  vhiea 
they  will  not  readily  sell. 

Thirdly.  It  will  stimulate  the  States  to  drain  (be 
Treasury  of  all  the  revenue  of  the  nation,  and  tears 
the  General  Government  helpless. 

Fourthly.  It  will  corrupt  the  States,  and  produce 
prodigality  among  their  citiieus. 

Fifthly.  It  will  make  it  necessary,  by  abstracting 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  Unas  from  the  general 
revenue,  t6  lay  additional  imposts  to  meet  tbedeficit. 

These,  I  believe,  comprise  the  principal  objec- 
tions; I  have  stated  them  fairly,  and  I  intend,  jam* 
progress  of  the  debate,  to  meet  and  discuss  taoa 
in  the  same  spirit  in  which  I  have  laid  than  down. 

The  Ant  question  is  one  of  grave  import,  for  if 
that  should  be  against  me,  the  aranatettdos^aad 
the  bill  falls,  so  far  as  depends  upon  my  vote.  I 
am  apprised  of  the  position  that  is  maintained  by 
those  who  deny  the  eonstitottouahry  of  the  proposal 
measure;  they  contend  that  it  is  uneonsdtatioatJ 
to  raise  money  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  It 
among  the  States,  and  therefore,  inasmuch  as  the 
abstraction  of  the  land  fund  from  Ike  revenue  of 
the  General  Government  creates  a  deficit  tomes? 
be  made  up  by  an  increase  of  imposts,  it  raissi  me 
constitutional  objection.  The  view  that  I  eluwJtm 
of  the  constitutional  question  renders  it  cnaecesft- 
ry  for  me  to  examine  the  position  assumed,  whim 
1  admit  to  be  a  question  of  grave  import,  bit 
which,  upon  a  f  all  discossicn  in  Congress,  eat  de- 
cided in  favor  a  the  power  upon  the  qusstkNisf 
distributing  the  surplus  revenue;  and  that  aenrnm 
was  approved  of  by  the  late  President.  I  fed  no 
disposition  to  open  the  argument  of  the  qaestioa 
until  the  one  shall  arise  making  it  necessary  for 
me  to  do  so, 

I  contend  that  the  proposed  disposition  of  me 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  by  distributing  then 
among  the  States  according  to  populates,  evi- 
denced by  their  representation  in  Congress,  »»• 
most  constitutional  disposition  that  eaa  be  made  of 
them,  and  that  a  faithful  discharge  of  thecosjtita- 
tional  duties  of  Congress  demands  the  meatus 
proposed.  The  land  question  arose  prior  to  (at 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution;  it  was  a  Re- 
volutionary measure  in  its  origin;  it  bears  date  at  a 
period  anterior  to  that  at  which  the  General  Go- 
vernment had  the  power  of  levying  impose  oa  fo- 
reign merchandise;  and  hence  it  never  v/aa  connect- 
ed with  that  nr-de  of  raising  revenue.  The  diffe- 
rent Stater,  duxieg  the  Revolutionary  war,  bad  eon- 
traded  debts  which  the  Confederation  desired  to  a* 
liquidated.  Many  of  the  Sta*es  owned  large  traev 
of  wild  land,  Virginia  being  the  largest  proprietor, 
her  claim  covering  the  most  of  the  Northwest  Ter- 
ritory, now  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michif efl^iMid 
Wiskonsan.  Cessions  of  these  leads  were  rnnie 
by  the  proprietary  States  to  the  CoafederahOB. 
That  of  Virginia,  which  may  be  selected  to  teat  W 
question,  after  ceding  her  lands,  provided  toe  use « 
which  they  should  be  applied,  as  follows: 

"The*  lands  shall  be  considered  a  common  (and  for  ihesje 
and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  Slates  ae  haw  bwgJJJ 
shall  become,  members  of  the  Confederation  orfwtaatew"* 
of  the  said  States.  Virginia  inclusive,  according to  jJ*JJJ 
respective  proportions  in  the  general  coarse  w»  «$"""!' 
and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  dispoffd  of  for  «*  P* 
pose,  and  for  other  use  or  purpose  whatever." 

The  Confederation  being  a  mere  league  of  Stami 
acting  for  the  benefit  of  States,  accepted  the  cesaca 
upon  the  terms,  and  took  upon  itself  the  execute 
of  the  trust  confided  to  i».  In  1776,  after  the  tro* 
had  been  accepted  by  the  Oonfederatioa  epos,  we 
terms  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  and  while  its  eaeav 
tion  was  obligatory  upon  it,  the  Federal  G™|* 
tion  was  adopted,  in  which  provision  was  madew 
this  very  property,  the  eye  of  the  (invention i  •«• 
dently  being  directed  to  it.  The  3d  section  of  ml 
4th  article  provides  that 

"New  States  way  be  admitted  by  the  Conprnjeg^ 
Union;  but  no  new  Bute  shall  be  formed  or  eroded  vkftft  "J 
jurisdiction  of  any  other  Stale,  nor  any  Ma  be  fcrm«W  £ 
junction  or  two  or  more  States,  or  peals  of  Stales,  ™***2 
consent  of  the  Legislatures  ol  the  Suites  concerned  as  vsnti « 
the  Congress.  T1»e  Congress  shall  have  the  power  to  «psjsp 
and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  d»£ 
titory  or  other  proeerty  belonging  to  the  United  Saustjfiwg 
thing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  ss  to  Iflff*™ 
any  claims  of  thoUnited  States  or  of  any  l***"^*1*, 

Here  are  ample  powers  conferred  and  ttfmf 
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Senate* 


to  Congress  over  the  entire  subject  of  the 
public  domain,  die  object  of  which  was  clearly  to 
enable  the  General   Government  to   act  directly 
upon  the  sabjecunatter  of  the  public  lands,  uncon- 
trolled except  by  the  term*  of  the  Constitution, 
and  the  previous  contracts  and  engagements  of  the 
Confederation.    These  contracts  and  engagements 
were  expressly  recognised  by  the  first  clause  of  the 
sixth  article  of  the  Constitution,  which  declares 
that  "all  debts,  contracts,  and  engagements  entered 
into  before  tbeadoption  of  this  Constitution  shall 
be  as  valid  against  the  United  States  under  this 
CieetlUMioifc,  as  under  the  Confederation."    Thus 
you  tee  the  contracts  and  engagements  of  the  Con- 
federmlkm  of  States  under  the    Ai  tides   were 
expressly    recognised     and     provided    for     by 
the    Federal    Constitution.    The  question    then 
arises— Did  the  cession  of  the  public  lands  by  the 
flia— i.  and  the  acceptance  of  them  by  the  Con- 
federation under  the  deeds  of  cession,  upon  the 
terms  specified,  and  for  the  purposes   declared, 
amount  in  the  eye  of  the  law  to  a  "contract,"  or 
"engagement,"  on  the  part  of  the  Confederation, 
which  was  obligatory  upon  it?    Can  there  be  any 
cVmbt  upon  this  poind    If  not,  then  the  article  of 
the 'Constitution  which  I  hare  just  read  provides 
for  the  very  ease,  and  the  obligations  of  the  Gene* 
ral  Government  now  are  precisely  those  of  the 
Coufedem' ion  before  the  change  of  Government 
and  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  The 
question  then  recurs,  What  were  the  obligations  of 
the  Coafeaeration?    This  question  must  be  decided 
by  the  deeds  of  cession,  and  can  be  as  well  an- 
swered in  the  very  language  used  by  the  parties,  to 
dispose  of  these  lands  "for  the  use  and  benefit  *f 
such  of  the  United  States  as  have  become  or  shall 
become  members  of  the  Confederation  or  Federal 
alliance  of  the  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  accord- 
ing to  their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faith- 
fully  and  teas  Jlde  disposed  of  for  that  purpose, 
and  for  no  other  purpose  whatsoever."   I  leave  the 
constitutional  argument  here,  having,  in  my  own 
mind  at  least,  sustained  the  constitutionality  of  the 
disposition  proposed  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  by  which  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  any 
other  disposition,  except  to  make  the  trust  food 
more  valuable,  since  the  discharge  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary debt,  for  which  purpose  they  were  ceded, 
has  been  in  violation  of  the  declared  object  of  the 
trust,  and  consequently  an  infraction  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  Constitution  which  I  have  real,  secur- 
ing the  inviolability  of  the  "contract*"  and  "en- 
gagements" of  the  Confederation. 

The  questions  may  arise,  how  do  you  maintaio, 
under  this  state  of  the  argument,  the  grants  of  lands 
to  the  new  States,  and  the  distribution  of  the  land 
fund  not  covered  by  the  deeds  of  cession?  My  an- 
swer to  the  tni  k,  that  the  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  I  have  read  expressly  gives  the  power  of 
disposition  over  the  properly,  and  as  a  trustee  Con- 
gress has  the  power  to  grant  or  appropriate  one 
part  of  the  fund  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  resi- 
due. Such  has  been  the  character  of  all  the  grants 
made.  To  the  second  question  I  would  say  that, 
as  the  other  lands  have  been  paid  for  by  the  people 
of  all  the  States,  the  same  people  have  an  undoubt- 
ed right  to  a  return  of  their  proceeds  upon  a  fair 
distribution,  should  they  desire  it. 

Secondly.  Will  the  bill  retard  the  settlement  of 
the  States  in  which  the  lands  lie,  by  holding  op  the 
price  beyond  that  at  which  they  will  readily  sell? 
So  it  is  contended;  but  it  may  be  answered,  that  the 
ineorporadon.  of  the  other  principles  in  the  com* 
promise  upon  it  wtuld  entirely  remove  all  doubt  on 
the  subject.  Standing  alone,  however,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  new  States  have  a  sufficient  guarantee 
ia  the  tact  that  the  fend  is  to  be  distributed,  and 
vje  disposition  of  the  old  States  to  get  possession  of 
their  ahaie  of  the  fund  will  certainly  prompt  them 
to  accelerate  rather  than*etard  the  sales.  The  ten- 
dency of  the  measure,  t  think,  therefore,  is  the 
ether  .way,  and  the  new  8tates  have  no  cause  for 
alarm  on  that  ground. 

Thirdly.  It  is  contended  that  it  will  stimulate  the 
States  to  drain  the  Treasury  of  all  tbe  revenue  of 
the  nation,  and  destroy  the  General  Government. 


This  position  presents  far  oar  consideration  matte" 
of  grave  and  solemn  import,  and  I  will  endeavor 
to  speak  of  it  as  its  importance  demands.    The  po- 
litical relations  of  the  General  Government  with 
tbe  State  Governments,  as  well  as  the  relation  of 
Congress  to  each,  are  involved  in  the  argument. 
The  assumption  is  that  the  States  would  destroy  the 
General  Government,  and  that  we,  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  are  called  upon  to  protect  the  Fe- 
deral Government  against  this  disposition  of  the 
States.    Let  us  begin  at  the  source  of  pewer,  and 
see  what  tbe  position  is.    It  is  either  that  the  people 
of  the  Statesare  hostile  to  the  people  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government,  being  the  identical  same  people, 
or  that  the  people  of  the  States  are  hostile  to  the 
Federal  Government,   and   would  destroy   it   to 
build   up    the   State  Governments.      Neither  of 
these  positions,  I  humbly  conceive,  can  be  main- 
tained.   If  it  were  so,  would  not  that  hostility 
long  since  have  been  carried  into  effect?    Is  it 
a  controversial  point  that  tbe  Federal  Government 
only  exists  at  the  will  of  the  people  of  the  States? 
Can  they  not  abolish  it  without  even  the  necessity 
of  resorting  to  revolution?    Should  they  think  pro- 
per  to  do  so,  let  them  refuse  or  omit  to  appoint  Se- 
nators, or  to  provide  for  the  election  of  members  of 
Congress,  or  to  elect  them,  for  Congress  has  no 
constitutional  power  even  to  appoint  the  time  of 
electing  either,  or  to  act  npon  tbe  subject,  nor  has 
the  Executive  any  greater  powers  over  it;  or  let 
them  omit  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent by  appointing  electors,  which  they  could  do  if 
they  pleased.    I  say,  let  the  States  take  either  of 
these  courses,  and  what  becomes  of  the  Federal 
Government?    The  parchment,  called  the  Constitu- 
tion, would  still  remain,  but  for  alt  practical  pur- 
poses it  .would  he  as  a  blank  piece  of  paper.    The 
Government  would  stand  dissolved,  without  vio- 
lence, without  bloodshed,  by  the  mere  operation  of 
nw-user,  until  the  same  people  shall  think  proper 
to  set  the  machinery  in  motion.    So  you  see,  sir, 
the  people  of  tbe  Stales  are  to  the  complicated  ma- 
chinery of  our  system  of  government  what  the 
heart  is  to  the  human  system-— its  vitality  and  its 
power.    Let  us,  sir,  puuue  the  argument,  and  see 
what  our  position  is  as  members  of  the  Senate. 
Are  we  not  the  creatures  of   tbe  different  States, 
created  by  their  power,  and  the  representative*  of 
their  will,  within  the  provisions  of  tbe  Federal  Con- 
stitution?   Does  it  become  us  to  charge  those  who 
delegated  us  to  take  saats  on  this  floor,  who  clothed 
us  with  all  the  powers  we  possess  as  Senators,  to 
turn  upon  our  creators  and  charge  them  with  a  dis- 
position  to   destroy    the    Federal    Government, 
and  claim  for  ourselves    tbe    high   prerogative 
of  acting  as  the  exclusive  projectors  of  the  Fe- 
deral Go?ernment  against  the  assaults  of  the  S  ate*? 
Can  we  maintain  the  position  that  we  hold  powers 
legitimately  at  war  with  the  rights  and  interests  of 
our  common  constituents,  the  State*?     Let  Sena- 
tors who  choose  to   assume  these  high  grounds 
maintain  them.    Our  duties   are    of  a    two-fold 
character— while  we  sustain  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  support  the  Federal  Constitution,  we  do 
so  as  the  representatives  of  the  States.    Sir,  to  test 
this  question,  how  would  Senators  get  along  wiih 
instiuctions  from  the  Legislatures  of  their  Sates  on 
this  subject  of  distribution?    Let  me  suppose  that 
the  honorable  Senators  from  Missouri  were  in- 
structed,   would  they  turn  upon    the  Legislature 
and  charge  her  with  a  disposition   to  destroy  the 
Federal  Government,  or  would  they  obey?    Sup- 
dose  th<s  Legislature  of  Alabama  should  instruct 
her  Senators,  would  they  obey?    [Mr.  Clay  of 
Alabama  said,  No,  sir.]    Then  the  Senator  would 
resigo,  I  suppose.    [Mr.  Clay.    Yes  sir,  I  would] 
Well,  sir,    then  we  would  get  another  Senator  in 
ycur  place,  who  would  carry  out  the  will  of  the 
State,  and  the  operation  would  merely  exchange 
one  Senator  for  another— the  principle  would  be 
carried  out,  and  the  State  would  triumph,    I  have 
introduced  these  remarks  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing that,  if  the  States  were  so  disposed,  they  have 
it  in  their  power  to  arrest  the  further  progress  of 
the  operation  of  the  General  Government  without 
resorting  to  the  supposed  course  to  effect  that  object. 
The  arguments  have  been  predicated  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  people  of  the  States  are  hostile  lo 
the  General  Government}  when,  in  fact,  nothing 


is  less  true:  the  people  of  the  States  are  devotedly 
and  practically  attached  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment: instead  of  wishing  to  destroy  or  embarrass 
it,  they  would  come  to  this  rescue  in  tbe  hour  of 
peril,  and  lay  down  their  lives  in  its  defence. 

Fourthly.  It  is  argued  that  it  will  corrupt  the 
States,  and  lead  to  prodigality.  This  is  assuming 
the  position  that  the  people  of  the  States  are  aot 
competent  to  manage  their  own  concerns,  and  that 
we  should  act  as  their  guardians— a  doctrine  that 
has  of  late  years  found  its  way  into  Congress,  and 
has  found  supporters  among  those  who  profess  a 
reverence  next  to  that  for  Holy  Writ,  for  Democra- 
tic doctrine*!  This  is  strange  Democracy.  Afraid 
to  trust  tbe  people  with  their  own  money!  t  And 
pray,  sir,  what  would  you  do  with  it?  Leave  it  in 
the  hands  of  the  Federal  officers  for  safe  keeping? 
Ay,tbat  is  the  safe  deposits.  They  cannot  be  corrupt- 
ed, as  a  matter  of  course.  Is  that  the  doctrine 
Senators  contend  for?  This  is  guarding  the  rights 
of  the  people  of  the  States  with  a  vengeance!  We 
have  their  money,  and  they  demand  it;  we,  their 
representatives,  answer,  You  cannot  have  it ;  you 
are  not  capable  of  taking  care  of  it;  you  will  be. 
come  prodigal;  let  us  keep  it,  we  can  be  trusted' 
your  money  will  be  safely  kept  or  laid  out,  as  we 
think  proper;  recollect  it  is  all  for  your  good  that 
we  put  ourselves  lo  tbe  trouble  of  taking  care  that 
you  be  not  tempted.  Would  a  course  like  this 
comport  with  our  duty  to  the  States?  Let  Senators 
who  approve  of  it  adopt  the  course;  it  does  not 
suit  me.  On  the  score  of  prodigality,  I  know  of 
too  State  that  could  compare  notes  with  the  general 
Government  for  the  last  four  years. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bevtom]  refers 
to  tbe  deposite  of  the  surplus  revenue  with  the 
States,  and  attributes  the  great  rage  for  speculation 
and  internal  improvements  to  that  deposite.  Sop- 
pose  I  admit  bis  premises,  can  he  show  me  that  a 
similar  effect  would  not  have  been  produced  by  the 
expenditure  of  the  same  sum  of  money  by  the 
General  Government?  It  was  the  money  that  had 
its  effect,  and  not  the  hand  that  scattered  it  But, 
sir,  I  cannot  let  the  'remarks  of  the  Senator  pass 
without  further  notice.  I  do  not  concur  with  him 
in  the  cause  to  which  he  refers.  The  removal  of 
the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  thebargain  that  was  made  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  local  or  State  banks,  that  the 
banks  should  pay  a  per  cent,  on  the  public  depo- 
sites, authorizing  the  banks  to  issue  upon  them; 
the  circa lar  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  di- 
recting them  to  do  so,  and  the  consequent  inflation 
of  the  curreny,  produced  the  effect  to  which  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  alluded,  and  not  the  depo- 
site of  the  surplus  with  the  States. 

Fifthly.  It  is  objected  that,  by  abstracting  the 
land  fond  for  distribution,  it  will  become  necessary 
to  provide  for  the  deficit  by  laying  imposts.  1  pre- 
sume this  position  is  well  founded,  provided  tbe 
present  imposts  shall  not  be  sufficient  for  an  eco- 
nomical administration  of-  public  affairs.  That  it 
would  fall  greatly  thort  of  tbe  late  expenditures  I 
readily  admit;  but  that  is  no  criterion  to  judge  by, 
for  I  trust  the  expenditures  hereafter  will  be 
brought  wihin  economical  limits.  I  hope  in  no 
emergency  hereafter,  we  shall  be  required  to  resort 
to  the  present  policy  of  Treasury  notes.  Let  us 
suppose,  then,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  are 
shall  have  to  lay  impost  duties  to  make  up  the  defi- 
cit of  the  land  fund.  Those  duties  can  be  laid  up- 
on luxuries,  such  as  wines,  brandies,  and  silks,  ar-f 
tides  consumed  by  the  rich,  and  then  only  by  such 
persons  as  choose  to  pay  for  them.  The  great  la- 
boring class  of  socfrty  would  pay  very  little  of  the 
duty,  while  they  would  receive  their  proportion  of 
tbe  distribution*  As  a  general  policy,  I  see  no  ob 
jection  to  it;  and  as  connected  with  the  obligation 
of  distribution,  it  would  be  the  true  policy  in  the 
contingency  of  which  I  have  spoken.  My  remarks, 
Mr.  President,  will  be  closed,  so  far  as  tbe  laud 
question  is  concerned,  with  this  declaration:  I  do 
not  anticipate  the  possibility  of  arranging  this  great 
subject  at  the  present  session;  but  I  hope  to  see  tbe 
whole  matter  finally  settled  at  the  next  session,  up- 
on terms  of  compromise  and  mutual  concession,  to 
the  benefit  of  tbe  people,  the  safety  of  the  General 
Government,  and  tip  best  interest  of  the  Qtates, 
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The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  based 
upon  a  compromise  of  conflicting  opinion?.  The 
tariff  question,  that  almost  threatened  the  Union, 
was  so  settled;  and  why  should  not  this  great  land 
question  receive  the  same  blessing? 

I  wonld  here  close  my  remarks  and  resume  my 
scar,  but  the  Senate  most  pardon  me  for  noticing 
the  political  topic  that  has  been  introduced  into  the 
discussion.  I  did  hope,  Mr.  President,  when  we 
assembled  here  at  the  present  session,  that  we 
would,  by  common  consent,  exclide  from  these 
halls  all  the  political  heat  that  was  created  in  the 
late  political  contest.  We  have  all  heard  enough 
of  it  to  need  repose  now  it  is  ever.  But  in  this  I 
have  been  disappointed.  The  very  title  of  the  bill 
introduces  the  log  cabin  as  a  political  reminiscence 
calculated  to  lead  to  political  discussioo;  indeed,  it 
has  ao  led  some  of  the  Senators  who  have  ad* 
dressed  you.  I  did  suppose  that  the  charges  that 
have  been  made  in  the  heated  partisan  presses,  that 
the  late  Presidential  election  was  influenced  by 
stock-jobbing  considerations  in  England,  would  not 
have  found  their  way  into  this  august  body.  But 
here,  again,  I  have  been  mistaken.  And  since  the 
charge  has  been  made,  I  desire  to  know  what  State 
has  been  so  operated  upon.  Lmi  the  charge  be  lo- 
cated. For  my  State  and  her  citizens  I  repel  it. 
I  had  seeu  in  the  columns  of  the  party  presses,  im- 
mediately after  the  election  for  President,  the 
charge  that  toe  election  had  been  carried  by  fraud. 
This  we  bad  a  right  to  expec',  f  jar  it  is  a  principle 
in  our  nature  to  attribute  our  defeat  to  any  thing 
else  than  a  defect  in  ourtelves  or  our  conduct;  and, 
so  long  as  the  charge  had  no  special  location,  I 
thought  it  but  the  privilege Aof  the  defeated  party  to 
excuse  themselves,  even  at  the  expense  of  facs  and 
of  the  feelings  of  their  opponents:  but,  to  my  utter 
astonishment,  I  saw  in  the  official  organ^the  loca- 
tion of  this  fraud  in  my  own  State.  I  had  been 
there  at  the  time  of  the  election,  had  heard,  and 
seen  much,  and  I  now  declare  to  you  that  I  honestly 
believe  there  never  was  a  more  fair  and  honest  ex- 
pression of  public  opinion  in  the  State  than  there 
was  at  the  elections  there  last  summer  and  autumn. 
There  may  have  been  illegal  voles  given,  and  no 
doubt  were,  but,  if  so,  I  have  good  reason  to  believe 
they  were  unknown  to  the  judges  and  inspectors, 
and  were  not  confined  to  one  side  alone. 

I  am  aware  that  an  argument  has  been  based  on 
the  fact  that  there  were  more  votes  given  in  August 
and  November  than  there  were  polls  assessed  in  the 
spring.  Admit  this  to  be  true,  and  does  it  prove 
that  the  excess  were  i'legal  vctes?  or  that  they  were 
all  cast  on  one  side?  Or  may  it  not  rather  be  attri- 
buted to  the  fact  that  all  the  polls  were  not  taken 
by  the  assessors  in  the  sprang,  or  that  some  may 
have  come  of  age  between  the  time  of  the  assess- 
ment and  the  election?  This  would  be  the  charita- 
ble view  of  the  matter.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that 
these  same  assessors  accidentally  returned  "2,235,- 
906  acres  of  land  less  than  the  true  amount,1'  and 
then  make  the  catcolation,  and  you  will  find  that 
the  vote  of  Indiana  does  not  bear  a  higher  propor- 
tion to  the  population  than  an  average  of  other 
States,  and  it  teems  to  me  that  even  the  Official 
would  consent  to  raise  the  float  from  Indiana,  and 
seek  some  other  point  of  location.  It  does  not  be- 
come me  to  say  what  was  the  cause  of  the  defeat  of 
the  Administration  party  at  the  late  election.  The 
Senator  from  Arkansas  and  myself  said  a  few 
words  on  that  subject  at  the  commencement  of  my 
remarks.  Stilt  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  without 
departing  from  the  course  of  remark  I  have  laid 
down  for  myself,  that  I  Attribute  the  result  to  the 
fact  that  those  in  power  lived  too  far  from  the  peo- 
ple, knew  too  little  of  their  interest,  oared  too  little 
for  their  wishes,  pressed  upon  the  country. obnoxious 
measures,  attempted  to  entrench  themselves  in 
power  by  the  application  of  doctrines  with  which 
the  great  body  of  the  people  had  no  sympathy,  and 
treated  with  dhdain,  contempt,  slander,  and  abuse, 
tjb*  candidate  of  i heir  choice.  While  the  warning 
rebuke  has  been  pronounced  in  tones  of  thunder, 
it  has  keen  both  solemn  and  instructive.  It  has 
proclaimed  to  the  world  the  power  of  the  ballot-box, 
and  the  perpetuity  of  our  glorious  form  of  Govern- 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  WHITE, 

OF  INDIANA. 
In  Senate,  Tuesday,  January  19,  1841— On  the  Pro- 
spective Pre  empiion  bill. 

Mr.  WHITE  said:  However  imperfee'ly  I  feel 
myself  able  to  discuss  this  subject,  1  am  conscious, 
never. heless,  that  in  deciding  upon  it,  I  occupy  an 
impartial  position.  Indiana,  in  her  progressive  ad- 
vances from  a  wilderness  state  to  the  dignity  of 
the  fourth  or  fifth  member  of 'the  Union,  has 
reached  that  period  in  her  history,  when  she  may  hold 
wjih  a  st?ady  and  an  equal  band  the  teases  of  inte- 
rest between  the  old  S  ales  and  the  new.  While,  then, 
I  listen  with  most  respectful  consideration  to  abler 
counsels  than  I  myself  can  aspiie  to  give  upon  asub- 
ject  whose  growing  magnitude  has  inspired  veteian 
Senators  with  such  apprehension  as  even  to  justify 
precipitate  and  imma: ure  legislation,  I  sba'l  endeavor 
so  to- record  my  vote  upon  the  several  propositions 
before  us  as  to  secure  to  the  new  States  all  the  equity 
they  claim,  and  to  the  old  all  the  risjbt  which  they 
challenge,  and  to  all  the  States  an  advantage  of  the 
most  momentous  importance,  to  be  gained,  as  I 
conceive,  from  no  other  source  than  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  our  bountiful  domain. 

In  our  plan  of  Government,  sir,  simple  as  its  ob- 
jects and  as  well  defined  as  its  purposes  are,  many 
difficult  and  complicated  questions  are  comtantly 
occurring.  They  are  chiefly  questions  of  power. 
Our  conf  .'derated  and  at  the  sams  time  Republican 
principle,  cur  relations  with  the  Indian  tribes,  our 
partial  system  of  domestic  slavery,  and  our  provin- 
cial or  territorial  system,  are  all  fail  enough  of  per- 
plexities to  put  this  experiment  of  Government  to 
its  severest  trial.  Indeed,  sir,  parties  have  a  ten- 
dency to  organize  themselves  not  *o  much  upon 
measures  of  policy  as  upon  abstract  questions  of 
constitutional  construction.  This  tendency  of  party 
is  greatly  injurious,  by  producing  political  sophisms 
and  refined  theories,  which  override  every  practical 
power  for  good  conferred  by  our  Constitution.  . 

The  land  question  is  not  properly  a  question  of 
power,  and  yet  incidentally  it  involves  considera- 
tions of  that  character.  Over  the  public  domain 
which  lies  within  the  limit*  of  the  organized  States, 
the  United  Si  ate  s  seem  to  have  something  more 
than  a  simple  property  jurisdiction,  or  a  mere  pri- 
vate ownership.  This  ti  proved  by  their  right  to 
make  laws  for  its  conveyance  and  government,  and 
toy  their  power  to  protect  th*ir  possessions,  and  to 
determine  all  questions  concerning  those  lands  in 
courts  of  their  own  creation.  Such  powers  are  ap- 
purtenant to  a  species  of  territorial  sovereignty. 

I  concur  fully  with  Senators  who  have  ascribed 
•->  great  importance  to  the  measnre  now  before  us. 
If  we  regard  it  merely  as  a  question  of  finance,  it 
carries  a  grave  and  serious  import.  Not  the  least 
among  the  h'gh  functions  of  Government  is  its 
power  to  ra;*e  and  expend  money.  Next  to  the 
power  to  declare  war,  and  to  place  under  the  arbi- 
trament of  the  sword  the  life  and"  fortune  of  the 
citizen,  the  pewer  to  raise  revenue  is  the  highest 
prerogative  of  sovereignty.  Of  equal  importance 
is  it  if  we  have  respect  to  the  question  of  popula- 
tion or  settlement  and  of  social  organization. 
These  difficulties  are  increaied  by  the  medium 
through  which  Senators  choose  to  regard  the  sub- 
ject. While  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Ben- 
ton] complains  that  we  will  not  treat  the  public 
domain  as  a  fund  for  revenue,  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Anderson]  contends  that  is  by  no 
means  to  be  considered  as  a  question  of  finance. 
Concurring  fully,  as  I  do,  with  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor who  introduced  the  bill  now  on  your  table,  in 
the  the  propriety  of  a  permanent  pre-emption  law, 
I  protest  against  the  justice  of  the  remarks  with 
which  he  accompanied  its  introducticn,  and  to 
which  I  ehall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  advert. 
My  purpose  now,  is  merely  to  express  my  regret 
that  a  measure  so  interesting,  end  I  may  add  bene- 
ficent, as  ihe  final  disposition  of  our  pubfic  do- 
main, could  not  be  presented  to  this  body  by  the 
dominant  party,  without  a  conjuration  of  influ- 
ences well  calculated  to  disturb  the  harmony  of 
our  legislation — influences  which  have  lately  be?n 
aroused  in  the  conflict  of  contending  parties,  and 
which  had  expended  themselves  in  the  most  con- 
clusive demonstrations  at  the  ballot  box. 

To  one  or  all  of  these  causes  it  is  owing  that  our 


statute  book  groans  under  the  weight  of  enactment 
in  regard  to  the  management  of  our  land  system. 
Since  the  colonial  and  agrarian  system  of  Rome,  no 
nation  has  half  such  a  complication  of  laws  ref- 
lating its  domain.  It  may  well  be  conceived  that 
so  extensive  and  fertile  a  territory  would  be  a  pro- 
lific sobj  ct  of  legislation.  Our  entire  domaia  is 
compued  at  1,085.536,352  acres  of  laud,  to  about 
400.000,000  of  wa^h  the  Indian  title  has  been  ex- 
tinguished, and  remains  unextinguished  to  near 
700,000,000  of  acres.  Of  this  vast  domain,  about 
seven- ninths  lies  east,  and  two-ninths  west  of  the 
Rocky  mountains.  As  yet  we  nave  sold  to  indivi- 
duals a  little  upwards  of  eighty  mUltofts  of  teres; 
and  if  we  add  to  that,  grants  and  reservations* 
Stales,  individuals,  etc  there  will  still  remain  more 
than  nine  hundred  millions  of  acres  in  which  the. 
United  States  has  a  proprietary  interest. 

Nature  stamps  upon  these  teeming  acres  their- 
uses  for  the  abode  of  man,  and  for  the  development 
not  only  of  the  physical  but  of  the  moral  and  intel- 
lectual energies  of  the  Caucasian  race.  Kxtenong 
to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  the  muring  sa- 
vage fehall  give  place  to  th?  Anglo-Saxon,  to  illo> 
trate  in  the  face  of  the  world,  and  upon  the  hut 
great  drama  where  it  can  be  seen,  the  triiaphs  of 
civilization,  of  liberty,  and  of  religion. 

Already,  upon  a  considerable  part  of  this  do- 
main, have  these  great  purposes  begun  their  a** 
complishment.  Ot  the  territory  above  mentioned, 
an  aTeaof  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
acres  has  been  organized  into  Republican  Stales; 
and  nine  more  (.tars  of  virgin  bistre  shine  re- 
spondent in  the  galaxy  of  the  Union. 

Toe  bill  and  amendments  befoie  us  contemplate 
a  permanent  and  conclusive  adjustment  of  the  in* 
terestof  th;  United  Sta'ei  in  this  domain;  and  from 
the  general  view  which  we  have  taken  of  its  uses 
and  of  the  nature  of  the  trust  with  whim  the 
Government  is  invested  in  regard  to  it,  we  are  pre- 
pared to  discuss  the  several  principles  and  dettiii 
involved  in  the  bill  and  proposed  amendments. 

From  the  beginning  of  our  land  potiey,  settle* 
mm  I  and  occupancy  seem  to  have  been  the  object 
of  the  Government.  It  is  true  that  largesses  have 
never  been  nroposed,  nor  bounties  awarded,  to  is- 
duce  a  cultivation  of  our  wild  domain.  On  Ike 
other  hand  the  Government  has,  with  all  possible 
expedition,  from  time  to  time  extinguished  the  U* 
d:an  title,  and  thrown  the  lands  into  market.  Toe 
Indian  claim  removed,  no  other  obstacle  has  tetft 
left  by  our  laws  .in  the  way  of  settlement,  no  limits 
prescribed  to  the  exploration  of  the  ad  venturous  pio- 
neer. The  method  of  settling  the  Western  lauds  ia 
compact  masse),  by  townships  at  a  time,  has  been 
always  repudiated.  The  Government  has  incurred 
no  expense  to  protect  the  settlements.  No  gar- 
lisons  or  military  posts  have  been  established 
upon  our  frontier  with  this  express  reference. 
On  the  contrary,  it  has  been  left  to  the  saute  fear* 
less  and  hardy  spirit  of  individual  resolution  which 
dared  to  encounter  the  obstacles  of  nature  and  the 
terrors  of  the  forest,  to  defend  the  pioneers  against 
the  marauding  incursions  of  their  savage  Bela- 
bors. The  rifle  and  the  axe  have  gone  *>&&* 
into  the  wilderness,  borne  by  the  same  hand.  The 
mother  has  left  the  couch  when  her  infant  reposed, 
to  watch  over  the  labors  of  the  backwtwdsman 
while  eneaged  in  his  da  ly  and  toilsome  task,  and 
to  rive  the  first  alarm  against  the  treachery  of  the 
Indian;  and  the  hour  of  midnight  repose  has  beeft 
tendered  secure  only  by  the  guardianship  of  the 
hunter  sentinel. 

In  such  a  way  as  this,  sir,  have  your  gieai  uv 
montane  valleys  been  settled,  until  now  seearty 
bas  succeeded  to  danger,  and  the  alarms  of  a  bol- 
der war  are  drowned  in  the  noisy  tread  of  coa> 
mere©  and  of  speculation.  The  pioneer  has  borne 
the  dangers  of  the  adventure;  shall  he  not  reap  w 
honors  and  rewards*  Unaided,  unregarded,  as- 
recompensed,  he  has  laid  ia  virtue  and  ia  peace 
the  foundations  of  several  of  your  mast  pow- 
erful States,  strengthened  the  bonds  of  year 
Confederacy,  added  new-  interests  to  ye* 
commerce,  augmented  sources  to  your  reve- 
nues, security  to  your  liberties  and  fresh  pa- 
ries to  your  empire.  Will  you  now  withdraw 
from  him  your;  patronage  when  first  it  begies 
to  be  valuable}  or  rather,  will  yon  not  conjirm  to 
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him  bis  ancient  chattel?  Is  the  same  wise  and 
liberal  poliey  yet  to  continue,  of  covering  this  con- 
tinent with  Republican  State*,  or  is  the  sordid 
gripe  of  avarice  to  arrest  this  march  of  civil  liberty 
towards  its  ntmo6t  destination?  Is  thi*  paternal 
Government  willing  to  adopt  the  motto:  "Qaocrtn- 
4s  peemiuprvnum  e*—viriu$  post  nummot,"  to  post- 
pone the  highest  political  interests  of  its  people  to  a 
consideration  of  revenue? 

It  is  remakable  that  in  almost  every  deed  of  ces- 
sion from  the  8tates,  and  in  both  the  treaties  with 
France  and  Spain  for  the  purchase  of  Looisiana 
and  Florida,  guarantees  are  contained,  pecnting  to 
the  people  of  the  acquired  territory  a  Republican 
form  of  government,  and  free  and  equal  admission 
into  the  Union.  If,  then,  even  in  our  foreign  ne- 
gotiations this  appears  to  be  a  fundamental  object, 
let  ns  not  thwart,  by  our  domestic  policy,  the  ear* 
hest  attainment  of  so  great  an  end.  Let  revenues 
be  a  mere  incidental  consideration,  or  in  the  ex- 
pressive and  simple  language  of  a  member  of  the 
first  Congress,  'let  u*  make  the  best  of  liberty,  our 
people,  and  onr  land.'9 

Senators  object  to  the  pre-emption  policy  mainly 
upon  these  grounds: 

1.  That  it  injores  onr  exchequer  by  diminishing 
the  price  received  for  the  lands. 

2.  That,  by  conferring  privileges  and  bounties 
■pan  the  reopie  of  the  new  States,  it  is  partial  in 
its  operation,  and  nnjust  to  the  people  of  the  old 
States. 

3.  That  it  prodoces  an  unnatural  and  forced 
drain  upon  the  population  of  the  old  Slate*;  and 

4.  That  it  engenders  a  spirit  of  insubordination 
to  the  law?,  and  will  lead  to  mischievous  riots  and 
excesses  by  tolerating  a  scramble  for  the  public 
property. 

To  the  first  objection  I  reply  that,  before  the  for- 
mer pre-emption  laws  had  operated  to  any  extent, 
the  gross  average  at  which  the  lands  have  been 
sold  since  the  present  minimum  pr'ce  was  establish- 
rd,  is  about  one  dollar  and  thirty  cents  per  acre. 
The  meoimderable  loss  of  five  cents  per  acre  does 
not  weigh  a  feather  in  the  scale  against  the  equity 
of  pre-emption.  To  appease  even  the  ill- founded 
complaints  of  a  single  State  having  public 
lands  within  its  borders,  you  ought  not  to  hesitate 
to  make  so  small  a  sacrifice.  You  have  assessed 
the  value  of  the  lands  at  f  1  25  per  acre.  Why 
should  you  expose  them  to  sale  at  auction?  Many 
of  those  lands  are  not  worth  the  minimum  price, 
and  yet  you  refuse,  and  for  good  reasons,  to  gradu- 
ate them  downward.*.  Why  should  you  graduate 
them  upwards?  In  any  department  of  business 
there  are  evils  in  the  auction  system,  and  it  ought 
to  be  avoided  when  it  is  possible  to  do  so.  It  is  the 
parent  frequently  of  ruinous  speculation,  arising 
from  an  undue  competition  which  such  an  occasion 
generally  arouses.  tTpon  the  commerce  of  our 
eijizeiis  we  lay  an  equal  doty,  and  do  not  sell  the 
protection  *f  onr  navy  to  the  highest  bidder.  The 
facilities  of  the  public  mail,  and  the  privileges  of 
the  Patent  Office,  are  afforded  at  fixed  rates.  No 
part  of  oar  revenue  except  from  land  is  raised  in 
the  shambles.  Government  offers  none  of  its  fa- 
vors, none  of  its  privileges,  to  the  cupidity  of  wealth 
save  the  domkil  of  the  poor  man,  of  which,  by 
conquest  or  purchase,  it  has  become  the  lord  para* 
mount. 

The  second  objection  assumes  what  I  cannot 
grant,  "that  the  right  of  pre-empiion  is  a  bounty  or 
a  privilege."  The  pre  emptor  pays  a  fair  equiva- 
lent for  his  right,  of  more  value  in  the  end  to  the 
Government  than  the  higher  price  which  the  capi- 
talist might  bid  at  auction.  Foregoing  now  the  argu- 
ment of  increased  resources  and  augmented  na 
tioMl  wealth,  produced  by  conveying  the  lands  to 
the  actual  occupant  and  cultivator,  I  urge  the  eon- 
sjdejattfm  of  enhanced  value  given  to  the  adjicent 
lands  by  improvements  ra  weir  migborhood.  How 
audi  the  sale  of  this  class  of  lands  has  been 
hastened  by  such  causes,  it  is  impossible  to  estima'e; 
but  I  venture  the  assertion  that  your  Treasury,  en- 
riched ns  it  has  been  from  every  source,  including 
the  twenty-five  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  which 
have  been  issued,  could  not  stand  the  shock  of 
ieklmg  up  its  gains,  derived  in  this  very  way.  Is 
t  move  in  the  nature  of  bounty  to  give  these  lands 
fern  tod  price  to  the  first  occupant,  to  the  most 
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industrious  citizen,  than  to  the  wealthiest,  who  may 
perchance  bid  more  they  are  worth?  But  in  what 
retpset  is  this  system  unjust  to  the  people  of  the 
old  States?  Certainly  the  lands  are  not  a  fond 
for  individual  aggrandizement  and  profit.  What- 
ever relation  the  Government,  av  the  trustee  of  the 
lands,  bears  to  the  States,  upon  the  great  principles  of 
equity,  which  I  shall  by  and  by  discuss,  it  can  be 
under  no  obligation  to  parcel  the  domain  out,  per 
emptf*,  among  the  individual  masses  of  the  people. 
The  people  of  the  old  States  remaining  such,  can- 
not complain  that  a  purchase  is  denied  to  them  for 
purposes  of  investment  and  speculation,  (I  do  not 
like  the  word,)  which  is  allowed  to  him  who  is 
willing  to  join  the  new  communty  in  the  wilder- 
ness, to  lay  bis  hearth  stone,  and  to  build  his  altar 
there.  If  the  Government  does  not  hold  these 
lands  in  trust  for  individual  advantage,  then  it  has 
a  right  to  fix  what  principles  it  pleases  for  their 
sale  and  disposition,  and  surely  no  complaint  csn 
justly  be  made  when  those  principles  nre  friendly 
to  the  earliest  development  of  the  social  and  politi- 
cal sjs'em,  and  to  the  increase  of  population  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  new  Territory.  Of  this .  I  defy 
refutation. 

I  am  willing  to  aecord  a  character  of  plausibi- 
lity to  the  third  objection  to  pre-emptions  above 
enumerated.  Perhaps  the  tendency  of  American  en- 
terprise is  too  much  to  a  diffusive  population.  To 
every  section  of  the  Union  the  Government  owes 
an  equsl  patronage,  and  no  patriotic  citizen  of  the 
West  would  desire  to  see  his  own  section  built  up 
at  the  expense  of  the  sister  States.  Especially  would 
no  Western  statesman,  commend  himself  to  his 
constituents  by  the  enactment  of  pattial  laws.  The 
chain  of  dependence  is  such  between  the  mo»t  dis- 
tant portions  of  our  Confederacy,  that  one  cannot 
be  injuriously  affected  without  sensible  loss  to  the 
other.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  restrain  the 
emigrating  spirit  of  our  countrymen,  and  no  better 
role  can  be  adopted  than  to  leave  each  one  free  to 
follow  those  impulses  which  point  to  his  own  pros- 
perity and  happiness.  Whit*  the  rewards  of  agri- 
culture in  the  rich  and  fertile  plains  west  of  the 
mountains  are  more  tempting  to  the  citizen  than 
the  appropriate  pursuits  to  which  those  are  de- 
fined who  remain  in  the  Atlantic  8*atts,  it  would 
be  wrong  to  check  that  virtuous  ambi  nn  which  is 
emulous  to  reach  ihera.  Let  it  be  remembered 
that  agriculture  is  almost  the  universal  pursuit  of 
the  Western  emigrant;  and  the  more  this  proportion 
of  our  population  increases,  the  more  our  real  in- 
dependence is  secured,  and  the  faster  our  national 
wealth  is  augmented.  I  am  not  about  to  adopt  the 
exclusive  and  exploded  doctrine  of  the  Economist?, 
which  denied  the  productive  quality  to  the  opera- 
tions of  commerce  and  to  the  labors  of  the  artisan. 
But  I  do  contend  that  the  agricultural  employ- 
ment is  best  adaptrd  to  the  genius  of  our 
people  and  to  the  condition  of  our  coun- 
try, and  that  it  ooght,  and  ever  will,  I  trust, 
maintain  a  proud  preponderance.  Need  I  re- 
mind you,  sir,  that  this  class,  in  every  emergency, 
will  be  the  prop  and  stay  of  our  Republic;  that  here 
the  virtues  which  shall  save  our  institutions  will 
find  their  true  abiding  place,  and  that  sedition  and 
misrule  never  enter  the  peaceful  domicil  of  the  hus- 
bandman? But  there  is  a  view  of  this  subject 
which  takes  off  the  edge  of  the  objection  we  are 
discussing.  It  is,  that  although  emigration  may  be 
too  rapid  from  the  old  States  to  the  new,  the  niture 
of  our  pursuits  is  such  that  there  is  a  constant  cir- 
culation of  our  population.  Though  in  the  process 
of  this  mighty  provincial  accretion,  which  has  so 
astonished  us  with  its  growth,the  blood  may  be  forced 
through  the  arteries  in  unusual  currents  to  the  extre- 
mities, yet  the  self-restoring  effort  of  nature  shall 
return  it  through  a  thousand  veins  to  the  seat  of 
life.  The  traveller  from  the  old  States,  after  many 
days,  will  return  with  the  spoils  of  industry,  and 
pour  ths  grateful  offering  into  the  maternal  lap. 

A  single  word  or  two,  sir,  shall  sffffice  in  reply  to 
the  fourth  objection.  It  is  in  effect  a  "beggirg  of 
the  question;"  for  if  you  invite  the  occupant  to  take 
possession  of  your  lands,  he  ceases  to  be  a  tres- 
passer. Your  act  of  1807  forbade  trespasses  upon 
the  public  lands;  and  yet  how  little  has  the  moral 
sense  of  the  community  been  shocked  by  the  fre- 
quent and  constantly  recurring  violations  of  that 


act  which  we  have  witnessed.  The  universal  sen- 
timent of  the  nation  has  pronounced  it  a  dead  let- 
ter. Can  hs  who  seeks  a  home  and  a  domicil  for 
his  wife  and  hie  children  offend  against  any  rule  of 
society?  In  vain  do  you  set  up  the  artificial  autho- 
rity of  any  .law  against  so  holy  a  purpose.  Re- 
strict your  pre-emption  law  to  the  actual  settler;  cut 
up  speculation  by  the  roots,  and  your  statute  book 
will  suffer  no  reproach,  nor  opprobrium  rest  upon 
your  authority,  from  any  of  the  acts  which  you 
fear. 

That  there  will  be  no  strife  or  violent  contention 
among  the  several  beneficiaries  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion law,  the  experience  of  the  past  suflfcfeatly 
proves.  The  north  vest  corner  of  Indiana  (within 
my  own  observation)  has  been  settled  by  pre-emp- 
tors  A  more  orderly,  industrious,  or  better  regu- 
lated community,  is  not  to  be  found. 

Th*  argument  in  favor  of  pre-emptions  is  so 
pregnant,  that  it  seems  almost  superfluous  to  ad- 
duce the  authority  of  other  Governments  which 
have  uniformly  extended  the  kindest  protection 
toward  their  infant  settlements.  From  the  time 
when  the  wandering  Scythian  roamed  from  one 
hunting  ground  or  pasturage  .to  another,  as  his 
btief  annual  tenure  would  expire — from  the  period 
of  ihtfolkland  and  bookUnd  of  the  ancient  Saxon, 
there  jias  been  no  mercenary  legislation  upon  lands. 
The  far  famed  agrarian  laws  of  Rome  were  de- 
signed to  aid  and  protect  the  colonist.  The  Sta'tes 
of  our  own  Confederacy  have  either  surrendered 
their  lands  to  settlers,  or  sold  them  at  a  nominal 
price.  We  are  all  conversant  with  that  force  of 
public  opinion  which  constrained  Massachusetts  to 
pass  laws  requiring  the  successful  plaintiff  in  eject* 
ment  to  pay  the  occupying  claimant  for  what  they 
termed  his  "betterments,"  answering  to  the  "meli- 
orttmento"  of  the  civil  law,  or  the  "improvements" 
of  the  Westera  squa  ter.  A  rigorous  policy 
against  the  settler  would  be  alike  in  violation  of 
contemporary  sentiment,  and  of  all  the  lights  of 
experience. 

But  Senators  say  that  the  new  States,  not  con- 
tent with  bearing  the  palm  of  successful  rivalry 
from  their  older  sisters,  have  really  outstripped 
themselves,  and  have  asserted  the  right  of  majori- 
ty before  tbey  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one. 
Grant  that  this  is  true,  sir;  we  have  at  least  the  proud 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  our  greatness  has  not 
"been  thrust  upon  us.*'  It  is  a  trophy  of  our  own 
achieving.  We  glory  in  the,  fact  that,  in  our  in- 
fancy, in  our  wilderness  State,  we  have  earned 
ihe  honors  of  manhood.  We  boast  not  strength 
alone,  but  wisdom.  In  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
before  the  birth  of  your  Constitution,  we  taught  you 
the  principles  of  civil  liberty.  It  is  a  singular  tact 
that,in  an  ordinance  creating  a  Government  designed 
to-be  temporary,  those  great  principles  should  be 
laid  down  as  the  fundamental  basis  of  our  society, 
and  expressed  to  be  forever  binding  and  irrevocable 
upon  people  and  States  thereafter  to  arise.  Like 
Hannibal,  we  were  consecrated  to  liberty  in  our  in- 
fancy; and  now  that  our  noonday  sun  is  culmi- 
nating upon  the  continent,  we  conjure  you  to  ap- 
prehend no  evil;  nor  to  fear  influences,  however 
powerful  which  are  thus  benign!  Let  Senators  re- 
member, when  they  sre  disposed  to  mete  out  their 
favors  with  a  sparing  hand,  under  what  difficul- 
ties, under  what  discouragements,  and  under  what 
painful  perils,  our  early  settlements  were  effected. 
Let  them  remember  how,  even  in  later  times,  it  has 
.  cost  us  all  our  resources  to  settle  down  as  owners 
upon  the  frowning  forest.  The  State  of  Indiana 
has  an  area  of  upwards  of  twenty-two  millions  of 
acres;  and  her  ci  izens  have  already  contributed  to 
the  National  Treasury,  as  the  price  of  their  de- 
mesnes, more  than  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  In- 
diana has  barely  passed  her  minority.  How,  after 
such  exhaustion,  has  their  industry  been  taxed  to 
calti/ateand  stock  their  farms;  and  to  procure  that 
bouRti'nl  subsistence  which  an  American  citizen 
demands! 

You  have  been  reminded,  sir,  by  way  of  check- 
ing too  gratuitous  a  spirit  towards  the  new  Stile?, 
of  the  bounty  and  munificence,  or  as  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Prxston]  eloquently 
expresses  it,  of  tkejusltce  (for  what  higher  attribute 
'can  be  claimed  in  these  degenerate  aget?)  of  Vir- 
ginia and  the  other  conceding  States  in  surrender. 
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tng  their  rich  possessions  to  the  Union.  The  new 
States  congratulate  themselves .  upon  this  result. 
They  congratulate  the  Union.  Had  the  States  re- 
tained this  territory  we  thoold  not  now  perhaps 
have  been  in  the  hands  of  a  paternal  Government, 
boasting  its  reedeemed  guarantee  for  our  admission 
into  the  Union.  Wiskonsan,  Iowa,  Florida,  wonld 
not  have  held  that  guarantee  yet  to  be  faithfully 
and  speedily  performed.  The  territory  Northwest 
of  the  Ohio  river  would  have  been  a  mere  appen- 
dage to  the  Old  Dominion.  Louisiana  in  all  pro- 
bability wonld  not  have  been  acquired,  nor  the  na- 
vigation of  the  Mississippi  secured.  We  should 
not  now  have  boasted  New  Orleans,  the  peerless  ex- 
porting city  of  this  continent,  nor  would  our  great 
staple  growing  region  of  the  South  have  bad  the 
valleys  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  the  Ohio,  the  Il- 
linois, and  Wabash,  to  pour,  free  of  duty, their  abun- 
dant and  ceaseless  supplies  into  her  bosom;  thus 
giving  to  her  annual  fighty  millions  of  exports 
one  third  of  the  element  of  their  value. 

As  a  representative  of  Western  interest*,  I  do 
not  complain  of  partial  or  unequal  law*;  but  it  can? 
not  be  forgotten  that  commerce  has  its  costly  de- 
fences, and  manufactures  a  protection  springing 
from  yoar  laws.  Of  necessity,  almost,  the  pecu- 
niary patronage  of  the  Government  is  limited  to  the 
seaboard.  In  proportion  to  i\»  numbers,  the  West 
is  the  largest  tax-paying  section  of  our  country,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  not  an  article  of  import  is 
produced  there.  These  drains  upon  our  industry 
we  submit  to  with  an  uncomplaining  temper.  But 
we  cannot  forget  the  equity  which  such  considera- 
tions raise  when  you  are  called  to  pass  laws  upon 
subjects  peculiarly  affecting  our  interest.  Our 
staples  are  the  agricultural  products  which  seem  to 
be  placed  beyond  the  pale  of  constitutional  protec- 
tion. Compared  with  the  magnitude  of  the  agri- 
cultural interest,  all  the  other  products  of  labor  in 
this  country  sink  into  utter  insignificance.  Com- 
merce has  its  one  hundred  millions  of  exports,  and 
.  an  equal  amount  of  imports,  and  our  manufactures 
doubtless  transcend  these  sums  in  amount;  but  agri- 
culture, towering  above  all,  ascends  to  two  thou- 
sand millions  per  annum.  No  nation  can  be  per- 
fectly independent  which  does  not  raise  its  own 
bread-stuf  s;  and  the  highest  condition  of  social 
happiness  and  prosperity  u  attained  where  other  in- 
terests, to  be  iure,  are  flourishing,  but  when  the 
agricultural  interest  maintains  the  ascendant.  In 
every  vicissitude  of  trade,  and  in  every  revulsion 
of  government,  while  famine  and  distress  too  often 
mark  their  desolating  career  in  other  countries, 
in  pea^e  and  in  war,  our  teeming  soil  conti- 
nues to  yield  its  fruits  to  the  labor  of  the  hus- 
bandman, and  our  barns  and  granaries  to 
furnish  perpetual  resources  for  the  life  of  man. 
No  event  in  history  is  associated  with  inch  a  mass 
of  human  happiness,  present  and  prospective,  as 
the  settlement  of  our  Western  country,  by  multiply- 
ing and  cheapening  the  food  upon  which  man  mid- 
sists.  But  I  will  not  press  this  topic  further.  The 
people  of  the  West,  exulting  in  their  growing 
strength,  expect  from  Congress  just  and  considerate 
laws,  not  5©  much  from  their  power  to  enforce 
them,  as  from  the  enlightened  appreciation  in 
which  their  claims  must  be  held  by  the  entire  Union. 

It  is  matter  nf  regret  that  the  dignity  of  these 
claims  should  te  disparaged,  or  &uspicion  be 
thrown  upon  them  by  the  manner  in  which  the  pre- 
sent bill  was  introduced  into  the  Senate.  When 
pre-emption  laws  become  the  mtre  foot- ball  of 
party,  or  are  converted  into  an  engine  for  political 
warfare,  it  is  no  wonder  that  they  fail  to  command 
that  general  assent  to  which  they  are  entitled.  The 
honorable  member  who  brought  in  this  bill  remark- 
ed, upon  its  introduction,  that  the  Federal  party  (as 
he  was  pleased  to  term  the  Whig  party)  had,  in 
the  recent  Presidential  canvass,  shown  to  devoted  a 
love  for  log-cabins  and  their  inmates,  he  was  fear- 
ful they  would  anticipate  the  friends  of  the  Admi- 
nistration in  presenting  the  measure  of  a  perma- 
nent pre-emption,  and  he  therefore  hastened  to  sub- 
mil  the  proposed  measure.  Sir,  the  significant  title 
prefixed  to  this  bill,  if  it  shall  not  be  interpreted  as 
ironical  upon  its  worthy  beneficiaries,  has  at  least 
that  aspect  in  reference  to  one  of  the  great  parties 
engaged  in  the  recent  Presidential  struggle.  Cer- 
tainly, sir,  either  the  bill  or  its  title,  or  some  other 


associations,  have  produced,  in  this  debate,  net  a 
little  raillery  against  the  emblems  adopted  fox  good 
cause  by  the  Whigs  in  the  late  contest.  The 
freight  with  which  this  pre  emption  vessel  is  laden, 
is  acceptable  to  my  constituents,  but  they  like  not 
the  flag  under  which  she  kails.  In  a  word,  sir,  it 
cannot  be  concealed  that  this  measure  is  intended 
to  overreach  the  action  of  the  coming  Administra- 
tion, and  either  to  force  that  Administration 
into  an*  antagonist  posit  on,  or  obnubilate  its 
glories  by  this  forced  and  sudden  interposition  of  a 
policy  for  which  the  country  was  as  ripe  eight 
years  ago  as  now.  It  matters  net  to  me,  however, 
whether  this  consummation  be  achieved  under  the 
star  of  General  Harrison,  whether  it  be  the  con- 
comitant of  that  series  of  conservative  and  patrio- 
tic measures  which  are  to  restore  the  character  of 
the  age  and  to  elevate  our  institutions,  or  whether, 
now  urged  on  by  influences  no  longer  to  be  resisted, 
the  measure  has  been  precipitated  upon  us  by  the 
stern  virtue  which  is  felt  and  appreciated,  and,  I 
may  add,  feared  in  the  character  of  General  Har- 
rison; and  by  that  powerful  voice  of  the  people 
which  has  pronounced  his  election. 

Connected  with  the  subject  of  a  final  settlement 
of  the  land  question,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  two 
antagonist  measures  have  been  presented  to  the 
Senate.  That  contained  in  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crjttew- 
nxR]  proposes  to  grant  to  the  actual  settler,  whose 
estate  shall  not  exceed  the  value  of  #1000,  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  any  quantity  of  land  not  exceed- 
ing 320  ace?,  and  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several  States 
of  the  Union  in  just  and  equitable  proportions. 
The  other,  proposed  by  the  honorable  member 
from  Soath  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun]  contemplates 
a  cession  of  the  public  lands  to  the  several  States 
within  whose  limits  they  lie,  upon  conditions,  the 
principal  of  which  are,  that  the  States  shall  annu- 
ally pay  to  the  General  Government  sixty-five  per 
cent,  cf  the  gross  proceeds,  and  that  the  cession 
"shall  be  in  full  of  the  five  per  cent,  fund  or  any 
part  thereof  not  already  accrued  to  any  S  ate;  and 
the  said  States  shall  be  exclusively  liable  for  all 
charges  that  may  hereaftei  arise  from  the  surveys, 
sales,  and  management  of  the  public  lands  and  ex- 
tinguishment of  Indian  title  within  the  limits  of  said 
States  respectively."  It  also  provides  that  the 
States  may  pa*s  pre-emption  and  graduation  laws. 
1  shall  first  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina. 

I  object  to  this  scheme  as  unsettling  the  whole 
land  system,  approved  by  the  experience  of  forty 
years,  as  destroying  thai  uniformity  which  has  con- 
tributed so  much  not  only  to  the  security  of  titles, 
but  to  the  value  of  improvements  made  upon  the 
newly  purchased  lands.  It  transfers  the  muni- 
ments of  title  from  the  archives  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  the  custody  of  the  Execu'ives  of  the  seve- 
ral States,  the  forms  of  conveyance  of  course  to 
be  devised  by  the  authorities  of  those  States.  It 
reates  new  responsibilities  unknown  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  dangerous  to  our  revenues.  Who 
can  believe  that  the  States  will  meet  pecuniary  en- 
gagements of  this  kind  with  promptitude?  Your 
laws  cannot  enforce  their  collection,  and  your  only 
reliance  is  upon  the  faiih  of  the  States.  In  origi- 
nal engagements  of  the  several  States  with  the 
world,  their  plighted  faUh  will  be  a  sufficient 
guarantee  for  the  redemption  of  any  pecuniary  ob- 
ligation. But  here  the  case  is  very  different.  This 
proposition  creates  relations  between  the  States 
and  the  Federal  Government,  not  very  dissimilar 
to  those  which  existed  under  the  old  articles  of 
Confederation.  A  principal  inducement  for  abo- 
lishing the  old  Confederacy,  was  because  requisi- 
tions for  money,  (even  for  so  serious  a  considera- 
tion as  the  payment  of  the  Evolutionary  debt,) 
made  by  Congress  upon  the  States,  were  not  re- 
garded. The  failure  of  a  single  debtor  State  to 
meet  engagement*  imposed  by  this  measure,  would 
produce  dissatisfaction,  and  justify  alike  remissness 
on  the  part  of  others.  In  every  aspect  of  the  ease, 
the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  between  the 
States  and  this  Government  is  to  be  deprecated; 
but  when  that  relation  is  relied  upon  to  supply  a 
considerable  portion  of  our  current  revenue,  it  can 
result  only  in  disaster  and  disappointment,  anjjl  t|p 


sense  of  obligation  shall  ultimately  be  broken.  But 
one  experiment  of  the  kind  has  been  made  since 
the  era  of  our  Constitution,  and  that  was  ia  the  set 
of  1836,  depositing  forty  millions  of  our  surplus 
revenues  with  the  States  From  the  moment  that 
this  act  was  passed,  and  in  contravention  of  its 
very  terms  the  s?nse  of  the  nation  has  pronounced 
it  a  distribution,  and  not  a  deposits  act.  that 
fund  (or  rather  so  much  of  it  as  was  deposited) 
has  ceased  to  belong  to  the  resources  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government;  and  he  who  would  treat  it  as  such, 
subjects  himself  to  the  just  animad  version  of  every 
practical  man.\ 

But  if9  for  any  purpose,  and  particularly  for  re- 
venue purposes,  it  is  unwise  and  hazardous  to  ip. 
voire  the  States  in  a  condition  of  indebtedness  to 
the  Union,  how  is  the  argument  strengthened,  and 
the  danger  increased,  when  the  consideration  of 
that  indebtedness  is  the"  price  of  their  own  domain  r 
Some  of  the  States  have  already  asserted  that  the 
proprietary  interest  pf  this  Government  in  these 
lands,  and  the  authority  necessarily  assumed  in 
consequence  thereof,  is  in  derogation  of  the  rights 
and  sovereignty  of  the  State;.  Such  doctrines  bs?e 
been  held,  I  believe,  at  least  in  Alabama  and  Mis- 
souri. They  have  been  advocated  by  prominent 
members,  both  upon  this  floor  and  in  the  other 
branch  of  Congress.  I  can  regard  this  amendment 
in  no  other  light  than  as  an  entering  wedge  for  the 
surrender  of  all  the  public  domain  to  the  (States 
where  it  lie*.  W  hat,  sir,  are  the  principles  of  the 
contemplated  cession?  Not,  surely,  the  employ, 
mentoftbe  States  as  agents  merely  of  this  Go* 
vernmeat  for  the  sale  of  the  lands,  but  a  transfer  w 
them  in  their  own  right,  by  virtue  of  a  contract  of 
purchase.  It  was  so  treated  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  at  the  last  session,  who  were  friendly 
to  the  measure.  The  amendment  <*  vi  fertuat  re- 
cognises a  certain  right  on  the  part  of  the  Stairs  to 
control  these  lands,  at  least  so  strong  an  equity  as 
to  render  it  improper  in  this  Government  farmer  w 
direct  their  management.  How  long  will  it  be,  af- 
ter a  cession  mads  under  such  motives  and  im- 
pulses, until  the  States,  habituated  to  regard  these 
lands  in  the  first  instance  as  their  own,  shall  forget 
the  secondary  obligation  of  yielding  sixty-five  per 
cent,  of  their  proceeds  to  the  general  Treasury?  By. 
this  act  you  weaken,  nay,  almost  destroy,  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  old  deeds  of  cession  from  the  original 
Suites,  which  now  cannot  be  violated  without  con- 
vulsion, and  tempt  the  States  to  forget  a  contract 
which,  after  the  lapse  of  a  little  time,  shall  seem  to 
carry  with  it  no  moral  obligation. .  I  sam  op  all, 
when  I  say  that  the  success  of  this  measure  is  the 
loss  of  the  land*. 

I  forbear  to  treat  of  the  objection  which  olher 
Senators  have  handled,  of  the  great  inequality  of 
this  plan  among  the  several  States  to  which  the 
cession  is  to  be  made,  further  -than  to  quote  a  pas- 
sage upon  that  subject  from  the  report  o£  a  com- 
mittee in  the  Indiana  Legislature,  made  in  Febru- 
ary last.    They  say: 

"Besides  the  objections  that  will  be  made  to  this  maawwty 
the  old  States,  its  gross  Inequality  cannot  make  it  fntfifte*' 
ceptablaio  the  new  Slates.  The  pot  Uon  allotted  »  haw 
would  be  double  that  of  Ohio.  Illinois  would  in  Ms  ****" 
quadruple  Indiana.  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  Mkupb  o» 
wise.    The  result  would  be,  that  those  States  are  to  have  U* 


Ohio  and  Indiana.    They  ..».»  «..Um.^.  ..„  — --^ .  ^ 

their  homes  have  not  been  pillaged  and  destroyed,  aodttorau- 
zen*  massacred  as  ours  have  been;  nor  have  they  P*w  bio  w 
national  coffers  any  thing  like  the  sums  of  money  ibatOwoMa 
Indiana  have  done;  therefore  this  measure  of  Mr.  Calmw* 
so  unequal  in  all  its  bearings,  cannot  be  acceptable,  •specuay  to 
Indiana." 

To  this  I  will  only  add,  that  it  is  impossible  » 
unequal  a  system  can  endure,  and  in  its  destruc- 
tion it  is  inevitable  that  the  States  will  stand  by  the 
deeds  you  have  given  them,  stripped  of  all  coeAj 
tton.  In  such  a  dilemma,  of  but  little  avail  im 
be  the  defeasance  in  your  deed,  or  your  revexrioa* 
ary  interest 

The  committee  of  this  bod/  on  the  nubile  lae* 
of  the  last  session,  did  not  attempt  a  nndiealsje  of 
this  measure  upon  any  ground  of  economy  or  iM 
but  base  their  recommendation  upon  the  equity  4* 
to  the  new  States,  and  upon  the'impracticabifey  el 
th«  aubject  as  a  topic  of  Federal  leg isjatk»9-aad,as 
if  doubting  the  validity  of  their  own  arguewet, 
they  aUe«yt  to  lease*  Useimpoaanct  of  T     ~"~ 
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by  disparaging  the  land  deemed  to  be  available  out 
of  Ike  public  domain,  1  shall  not  attempt  to  fol- 
low the  committee  through  the  intricate  process  of 
reasoning,  by  which  they  endeavor  to  show  that 
the  present  value  of  all  the  unsold  lands  in  the  nine 
States  upon  which  mis  amendment  would  operate, 
(being  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  acies,) 
amounts  only  to  the  sum  of  twenty-six  millions, 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  about  seventeen 
cents  per  acre,  although  it  would  be  difficult  to 
assent  to  such  an  estimate.  The  committee,  to  de- 
termine » he  extent  of  the  subject,  should  have  Joe  ked 
at  that  boundless  territory  which  lies  west  of 
the  States  immediately  named  in  the  amendment, 
and  whkh  will  claim  its  benefits  ihe  moment  they 
are  admitted  into  the  Confederacy.  It  is  id  to 
to  suppose  that  their  cairn  can  be  resisted; 
nor  do  I  imagine  that  (he  ad  locates  of  this  plan 
contemplate  any  other  result.  The  consequence  is 
that  Iowa  or  any  of  the  Territories  coming  into  the 
Union  with  60,000  inhabitants  will  claim  an  imme- 
diate cession  of  tbeir  lands.  The  average  area  of 
the  Western  States  is  30,000,000  acres;  this,  di- 
vided among  60,000  inhabitants,  would  be  500  acres 
to  each  person,  and  to  each  family  of  *ix  persons 
three  thousand  acres.  Thirty-five  per  cent,  or  this 
(their  fproper  interest)  would  give  to  each  such 
family  ten  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  What  an  ap- 
peal to  the  cupidity  of  our  Territorial  inhabitants! 
What  clamorous  demands  will  ii  beget  on  the  part 
of  the  Territories  for  premature  admission  into  the 
Union!  What  conflicts  with  your  authority!  How 
will  ibe  gift  turn  to  poison  in  their  cop  and  corrupt 
the  legislation  of  the  infant  Stated  It  there  can  be 
an  appliance  to  tempt  the  population  from  the  old 
Suites  into  the  Territories',  the  wit  of  man  could 
not  devise  a  more  effectual  one  than  this. 

Bur,  sir,  it  will  give  rise  to  other  and  unusual 
difficulties.  The  Federal  Government  will  be 
backward  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  within  the 
Territories,  when  tbe  benefit  is  to  enure  to  the 
people  of  those  Territories,  so  soon  as  they  are  or- 
ganized into  States.  The  uniform  policy  of  the 
Government  has  been  to  extinguish  these  titles  as 
fast  as  practicable;  but  now  that  the  neighboring 
settlement  have  rendered  Indian  lands  more  valu- 
able, there  will  be  a  constant  struggle  betweeen  the 
Territories  and  the  Metropolitan  Government, 
which  shall  avoid  the  costly  sacrifice.  It  has  been 
the  boast  o/our  institutions,  that  amidst  the  jarring 
interests  of  States,  the  Government  has  always  pre- 
served the  most  paternal  relation  towards  its  pro- 
vincial appendages,  the  Territories.  Let  the  plan 
of  cession  succeed,  and  this  relation  will  be  broken 
up,  and  in  its  place  will  be  substituted  the  most 
cold  and  bitter  rivalry.  One  of  ihe  States  named 
in  tbe  amendment  (Michigan)  has,  remaining  with- 
in) her  limits,  aboat  eight  millions  of  acres  of  In- 
dian lands.  Thee  lands  lie  adjacent  to  Lake  Su- 
perior, and  are  of  little  value.  You  had  not  many 
thanks  from  Michigan  when  you  gave  her  these 
lands  in  lien  of  those  valuable  possessions  on  tbe 
Manatee  bay,  and  her  gratitude  will  scarcely  be 
increased  when  you  require  her  to  pay  out  ot  her 
own  coffers  for  the  extinction  of  the  Indian  title. 

I  cannot  omit,  before  concluding  my  rf mirks 
upon  this  topic,  to  inquire  what  would  be  the  con- 
dition of  Indiana  if  this  cession  were  accepted. 
Evidently  enc  of  positive  loss.  There  are  remain- 
ing within  the  limits  of  Indiana,  including  that 
part  of  the  Miami  Reserve,  not  yet  purchased,  un- 
sold lands  amounting  to  5,706,508  acres.  Frcm 
thi*,  deduct  the  sixteen*!)  lections  reserved  for 
school  purposes  and  the  canal  lands,  (in  all  about 
651,000  acres,)  and  there  remain  5,055,508  acres. 
A  large  part  of  this  is  refuse  land,  which  has  been 
'  in  market  from  twenty  to  thirty  years.  The  whole 
cannot  be  ts'imsred  at  more  than  seventy-five 
cents  per  sere,  making  a  &iim  of  3,791,631  dollars. 
Thirty- five  percent,  on  this  amount  is  1,329,070 
dollars,  which  is  the  gro^s  sum  to  be  retained  by 
the  State.  Against  this  sum  we  have  to  set  off  the 
following  amoon's. 
Gross  amount  due  the  Miamics  and  Pfttawata- 

mres  by  existing  treaties,      -  -     $255,544 

perpetual  annuities  under  those  treaties, ' 

#38,070,  equal  at  5  per  cen>,  to  a 

capital  sum  of        -  -  -       761,400 


Three  per  cent,  fund  on  nett  amount  of 
#3.602,050,16      .    -  -  -      108,061 

Estimate  for  extinguishing  the  residue 
of  the  Miami  title     ...       550,000 

Estimate,  (  by  Commissioner  of  Indun 
Affairs,)  for  ex  pent  es  of  emigration 
of  tbe  Miamier,       -  -  :         55,000 

Estimate  for  their  subsistence  one  year,         36,666 

Five  per  cent,  estimated  expenses  of 
survey  and  sale,  is  ...       189,581 


Estimate  by  topographical  bureau  for 
completing  the  Cftmbeiland  road  in 


#1,956,252 


Indiana, 


-  3,144  250 


Total, 


#5.100,502 


So  that  the  State  of  Indiana,  without  including 
the  Cumberland  road,  would  be  loser  by  the  pro- 
posed cession  six  hundred  and  twenty -nine  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars;  and,  with 
the  iocs  of  the  Cumberland  road,  thiee  millions 
seven  hundred  and  reventy-three  thousand  fcur 
hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars.  The  Committee 
on  the  Public  Land*,  in  recommending  this  mea- 
sure, expressly  say  that  "their  report  has  been 
drawn  up  on  the  supposition  that  expenditures  in 
the  new  States  by  this  Government  for  interta* 
improvements  would  ceate  should  the  bill  pass,"  in 
which  they  also  include  tbe  annual  appropriations 
for  improving  the  navigaiion  of  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers.  They  credit  (by  the  operation  of 
the  bill)  the  Federal  Government,  and  consequent- 
ly charge  the  nine  States  embraced  ia  the  bill, 
among  other  things,  with  the  withdrawal  from  those 
Stales  of  the  following  appropriations: 
Gran's  and  donations  of  land  (except  the  six- 
teenth sections)  ...  #7,017,540 
Improvements  on  the  Mississippi  and 

Ohio  rivers  and  Cumberland  read  -      6.039,274 
Five  per  cent,  fund  to  be  surrendered 
by  the  States  -  -  .   10,2 14,26  J 


#24  171,076 


This  loss,  it  is  true,  they  distribute  through  a  pe- 
riod of  eighty  years,  (tbe  length  of  time  computed 
to  be  necessary  to  dispose  of  tbe  lands,)  but  tbe 
States  interested  in  those  improvements  would 
hardly  be  willing  to  forego,  at  so  critical  a  period 
of  their  affairs,  almost  the  only  hold  which  they 
have  upon  the  pecuniary  patrorage  of  the  Govern; 
menu  In  every  aspect  in  which  it  can  be  view* dj 
this  plan  of  conditional  cessioa  is  full  of  objections, 
not  to  be  overcome. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Crittenden,]  prop  sing  a  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  pubic  hnds  among  the  severjl 
States  of  the  Union,  is  a  renewal  of  a  measure  of- 
fered nine  yeats  ago  by  another  distinguished  Sena- 
tor from  the  same  State,  [Mr.  Clay,]  which  twice 
passed  this  body  and  was  concurred  in  by  the  po- 
pular branch,  by  large  majorities,  but  did  not  re- 
ceive the  Executive  approval.  It  was  then  a  mea- 
sure of  benefit  and  of  fruitful  hope— it  is  now  re- 
medial. When  we  contemplate  the  preseot  pecu- 
niary condition  of  the  S;ates,  and  contrast  it  with 
wbaL  it  probably  would  have  been,  had  the  distribu  • 
tion  bill  become  a  law,  and  when  we  review  the 
substituted  series  of  mess  ires  vihichfor  tbe  last 
nine  years  have  marked  tbe  progress  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  their  influence  up^n  the  policy  of  the 
States,  it  is  impossible  to  suppress  our  regret  at  a 
loss  which  many  yeats  of  wi  e  legislation  will  now 
scarcely  suffice  to  restore.  When  the  distribution 
bill  of  1832  was  negatived  by  the  President, 
the  States  were  involved  in  the  mot  trivial 
amount  of  debt.  At  the  present  time,  the 
President  estimates  the  annual  in  let  est  upon  their 
debts  to  be  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  which,  at  six 
per  cent,  makes  a  principal  debt  of  two  hundred 
million?.  It  i>  t a>y  to  trace  this  ruinous  condition 
ot  the  States  to  its  primary  cause.*,  mrsi  prominent 
among  which  stands  the  defeat  of  ihe  distribution 
bill.  At  that  time,  your  Treasury,  from  an  abun- 
dant commerce,  (the  fruit  of  an  antecedent  wise 
administration  of  the  Government,)  was  redun- 
dant, and  your  revenues  outran  the  necessities  of 


the  Government.  Instead  of  withdrawing  this  ex- 
cels Irom  our  exchequer  (which  would  have  been 
effected  by  giving  the  proceecU  of  tbe  lands  to  the 
States)  the  whole  of  our  revenues  were  removed 
from  their  accustomed  depositary,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  placed  in  the  local  banks.  In- 
structed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  these 
banks  immediately  increased  their  discounts  to  an 
unparalleled  extent,  and  flooded  the  country  with 
currency.  Suddenly  a  wild  and  infuriate  spirit  of 
speculation  overran  the  land.  Individuals  and 
States  were  hurried  by  an  irresistible  impulse  into 
tbe  most  extravagant  enterprises,  the  sequel  of 
which,  on  the  part  of  the  States,  it  found  ia  the 
tale  of  two  hundred  millions  of  debt.    * 

Meanwhile  our  custom  houses  continued  to  pour 
their  flood  of  revenue  into  the  national  coffers,  un- 
til in  1836  a  surplus  of  more  than  forty  millions 
bad  accumulated.  As  a  measure  of  the  highest 
necessity,  this  surplus  was,  by  an  act  of  that  date, 
directed  to  be  deposited  with  the  States,  the  true 
effect  of  which  was  a  distribution  to  the  States  of 
the  amount  paid  under  the  act,  about  twenty-nine 
millions.  Unfortunately,  for  want  of  a  supposed 
competency  in  Congress**  do  so,  no  specific  appli- 
cation of  this  fund  was  directed.  Some  of  the 
States  invested  their  portion  of  the  fund  for  various 
purposes;  others  divided  the  principal  sum  per  capita 
amtng  their  people;  but  the  general  effect  of  the 
uncontrolled  possession  c  f  the  money  was  to  induce 
new  undertakings  by  tbe  States,  and  an  increased 
accumulation  of  liability.  Their  resources  being 
thus  squandered  and  exhausted,  it  was  impossible 
that  either  tbe  States  or  the  banks  could  Kong  sus- 
tain themselves  in  such  a  career,  and  the  revulsion 
has  come  with  which  we  are  all  too  familiar  to  re- 
quire a  recital  of  it. 

Having  looked  at  this  uninviting  picture,  let  us 
for  a  moment  imagine  what  would  have  been  our 
condition  if  the  distribution  bill  of  '32  had  passed. 
Having  withdrawn  from  our  current  revenues  so 
mochas  proceeded  from  the  lands,  the  deposi.e 
banks  would  have  held  no  excess.  The  daily 
drafts  of  the  Treasury  would  have  employed  all 
our  funds,  and  the  banks  could  not  have  enlarged 
their  discounts  beyond  the  ordinary  wants  of  com- 
merce. Thai  rash  spirit  of  individual  ad  venture*, 
which,  combined  in  masses,  controlled  and  directed 
the  legislative  councils  of  the  country  to  the  same 
ends*  would  not  have-been  aroused.  The  moneys 
received  by  tbe  States  from  the  landi  were  directed 
^.y  the  bill  to  sp°cific  objects.  These  were  to  pur- 
poses of  internal  improvement  or  the  payment  of 
debs  contracted  therefor;  of  education,  and  of  ihe 
colonization  of  free  black*.  This  stimulated  by 
no  exc  ting  influences,  and  thus  prudential ly  check- 
ed, what  monumen's  would  not  the  States  already 
have  built  in  aid  of  commerce,  what  prouder  monu- 
ments in  aid  of  .«cie  nee  and  of  intellect,  un burden- 
el  with  debr,  and  endowed  with  means  and  capa- 
bilities for  progressive  achievements  in  these  great 
objects  «>f  patriotism  and  benevolence  through  an 
untold  series  of  years ! 

Bra  report  trom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
mad*  in  1838,  it  appears  that  if  the  land  bill  of 
1832  ha<l  pasted,  the  States  would  have  leceived, 
up  t<>  the  30th  ot  September  of  that  year,  tie  sum 
ot  |57,227,230  Of  this  the  *hare  of  Ohio  would 
have  been  #4,557.932;  of  Indiana,  0646,744;  of 
Illinois,  |1,797,554:  of  Alabama,  $1,965,934;  and 
of  New  York,  f  8,190,103.  These  wou{d  h ive  been 
the  sums  of  m<  ney  teceived  by  those  States,  in  ad- 
dition to  tbe  two  per  cent,  fund  accruing  to  the  new 
Stairs,  and  to  the  expenses  incident  to  the  sales  of 
the  land.  In  addition  t»  this,  Indiana  would  have 
received  II  5,000  arres  of  land  to  make  her  equal 
with  former  grants  to  Ohio,  and  the  other  new 
States  their  proper  proportions  to  reach  -he  same 
equalyy.  If  the  author  of  ihe  land  bill  of  1832 
deserves  what  posterity  will  -award  him — perpetual 
remembrance  from  his  country — what  must  we  say 
of  those  admiaist ra*ors  of  our  affairs  who  have  en- 
tailed upon  us  that  counter  policy  to  which  we  1  ave 
adverted,  and  the  fruits  of  which  are  now  like  wa- 
ters of  bitterness  in  our  mouths! 

But  gentlemen  say  that  this  distribution  is  uncon- 
stitutional and  in  viola  lion  of  the  deeds  of  cessioa 
from  the  original  States. 

Id  opposition  to  this  view,  I  sbalj  not  not  detain 
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the  Senate  to  recapitulate  at  any  length  an  argu- 
ment which  has  been  so  ably  maintained,  and  is  so 
familiar  10  the  country.  As  to  that  portion  of  oar 
territory  ceded  by  the  old  States,  i  t  cannot  be  denied 
that  Congress  holds  it  in  trust,  in  trust  for  all  the 
States,  old  and  new,  and  not  for  the  people  of  the 
Stater.  la  this  respect  the  proceeds  of  the  land 
are  different  from  ordinary  revenues  which  are  col- 
lected from  the  people,  and  for  their  benefit,  and  not 
for  the  use  of  the  States.  The  States  are  then  part- 
ners in  this  great  land  fund,  and  Congress  the  trustee. 
There  is  no  principle  in  law  or  ethics  wh  ich  prevents  a 
a  trustee  from  surrendering  at  pleasure  a  trust;  and 
into  whess  hands  can  he  make  the  sunender  but 
those  of  ^Jje  cestui  que  trxut,  the  beneficiary  of  the 
trust?  And  here  this  argument  end*;  and  conclu- 
sively. For  if,  according  to  the  very  terms  of  the 
deeds  of  cession,  this  be  a  trnst  for  the  use  of  the 
States,  it  mast  of  necessity  be  in  their  several  and 
cuporae  cipacity.  The  contrary  idea  cannot  be 
found  in  oar  system.  It  was  the  States  who  far- 
rendered  to  the  Federal  Government  all  the  powers 
contained  in  our  Constitution — the  most  of  these 
powers  in  their  exercfee  operate  upon  the  peopled 
the  United  States,  and  *he  duties  of  the  Govern- 
ment enure  to  their  benefit;  but  here  is  an  excep- 
tion in  the  very  terms  of  the  charter.  I  cannot, 
under  our  Constitution,  conceive  the  idea  which  has 
been  expressed  by  the  learned  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Calrou*  ]  of  Stales  in  their  ag- 
gregate capacity;  I  can  in  their  Federal  capacity; 
and  if  in  this  capacity  they  were  intended  to  hold 
their  interest  in  the  lands,  the  deeds  would  have  ex- 
pressed the  tenure  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  "United 
Stales"  and  not  "  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of 
of  the  United  States  as  have  become,  and  shall  be- 
come members  of  the  Confederation  or  Federal 
alliance  of  the  said  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  ac- 
cording to  their  usual  retpcctlve  proportions, w  &c 

Then  came  the  Constitution  providing  that  •'the 
Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  ter- 
ritory or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States,"  bperat  ng  without  qualification  or  condition 
upon  territory  subsequently  acquired;  and  upon  the 
lands  previously  acquired,  subject  to  the  trusts 
contained  in  the  deed  of  cession.  No  proprietor 
can  be  vested  with  a  more  absolute  mastery  over 
his  own  estate;  and  the  only  limit  to  the  powers  of 
the  national  Legislature  in  this  respect,  is  that  con- 
scientious obligation  which  binds  it,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  all  its  duties,  to  consult  the  welfare  of  the 
people  and  the  States; 

Many  powers  have  been  exercised  by  Congress 
which  the  Constitution  has  not  delegated  in  terms 
For  example,  Congress  have  made  investments  in 
State  slocks— they  have  remitted  duties  to  railroad 
companies  and  other  associations,  to  supply  which 
other  classes  must  be  taxed — they  have  given  five 
per  cent,  of  the  lands  to  the  new  States,  and  grants 
of  land— they  have  granted  pensions  and  bocn'ies 
to  individuals — they  have  purchased  territory  be- 
tond  the  limits  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  formed 
out  of  it  confederate  States;  and  they  have  made 
scientific  explorations.  Not  one  of  these  but  i*  of 
more  equivocal  authority  than  the  cession  of  the 
pr<Vceeds  of  the  lands  to  all  the  States. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton]  is  in- 
dignant at  a  proposition  which  he  says  is  to  with- 
draw four  millions  of  annual  revenue  to  be  sup* 
plied  by  additional  duties  upon  impoits.  If  it  be 
kuch  an  outrage  to  diveitthis  four  millions,  (the 
annual  proceeds  of  the  lands,)  from  our  exchequer, 
into  the  treasuries  of  the  several  States,  how  much 
more  severely  do  we  wound  the  Constitution  if  we 
annihilate  these  proceeds  altogether,  and  dry  up 
this  source  of  revenue?  And  yet,  sir,  the  late  Pre- 
sident has  made  this  very  recommendation.  In 
his  annual  message  of  December,  1832,  General 
Jackson  s\yr.  "It  seems  to  me  to  be  our  true  policy 
that  the  public  lands  shall  cease  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable to  be  a  source  of  revenue,"  and  he  proceeds 
to  recommend  &uch  a  di  position  of  them  at  shall 
bately  reimburse  expenses.  This  was  the  very 
session  after  the  land  bill  bad  been  first  introduced, 
and  had  passed  this  body;  and  yet  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  now  condemns  ii  as  an  affirmance  of  the 
verv  principle  sustained  by  General  Jackson. 

For  myself,  sir,  I  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  that 


the  lands  ought  not  to  be  a  source  of  ordinary  Fe- 
deral revenue.  In  their  management,  so  many 
questions  of  State  policy,  of  jarring  interests,  and 
of  patriotic  accommodation  are  mingled,  that  they 
furnish  too  uncertain  a  reliance;  and  the  compe- 
tency of  this  Government  to  realise  from  imposts 
all  that  is  necessary  for  its  rconomical  administra- 
tion, blended  with  high  interests  so  immediately 
connected  with  the  system  of  impost  dutiee,  plainly 
indicate  another  and  a  better  direction  for  the  land 
fund. 

'1  hat  direction,  sir,  is  given  in  the  amendment 
nnder  consideration,  and  it  U  demanded  by  a  force 
and  demonstration  of  authority  which  the  people 
have  rarely  exerted  upon  their  legislative  func- 
tions ries.  We  cannot,  if  we  would,  shut  our  eyes 
to  the  condition  of  the  States.  Laboring  under 
mountains  of  debt,  I  will  not  say  that  the  burden 
of  interest  will,  in  a  year  or  two,  become  insup- 
portable, and  that  their  faith  will  be  dishonored, 
because  I  believe  they  will  sustain  their  honor  at 
any  sacrifice.  My  own  State  (Indiana)  is  largely 
a  debtor  State,  but  daring  the  suspension  of  1837 
she  was  one  of  only  two  States,  I  believe,  in  the 
Union,  who  met  her  engagements  in  specie;  and 
she  will  continue  to  do  so.  But  a  few  days  ago  I 
saw  a  notice  from  her  Fund  Commissioner,  of  his 
readiness  to  pay  her  present  January  instalment  of 
interest. 

[Here  Mr.  Cut  of  Kentucky  inquired  whether 
the  S'ate  of  Indiana  had  resorted  to  new  loans  for 
the  payment  of  interest.] 

Mr.  White  proceeded.  Indiana  has  not  piled 
Pelion  upon  Ossa.  She  may,  for  the  time,  have 
appropriated  some  domestic  funds  for  that  purpose, 
and  has  been  aided  by  her  bank. 

But  what  will  be  the  condition  of  the  States  when 
their  vast  amount  of  principal  falls  due  from  1845 
to  1665!  A  worse  blight  cannot  fall  upon  the 
prosperity  of  the  State*  than  a  large  and  perma- 
nent debt.  Oar  policy  in  that  respect  is  essentially 
different  from  that  of  England.  We  could  not 
survive  such  a  debt  as  the  British  nation  owes  to  its 
own  subjects.  The  debt  of  Great  Britain  is  equiva- 
lent, for  the  purposes  of  sustaining  population,  to 
an  enlargement  of  her  empire.  Men  live  upon 
stocks  there  as  they  live  upon  lajad  here.  It  is  the 
garnered  and  the  hoarded  wealth  of  ages  deposited 
with  the  Government,  and  the  income  of  the  own- 
ers is  guarantied  by  the  industry  of  her  millions  of 
artificer?,  whose  laboratories  are  the  workshops  of 
the  world,  and  by  the  faxes  which  she  draws  from 
the  commerce  cf  all  nations.  In  this  country,  ca- 
pital finds  other  and  better  employment  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  land.  While  England  was  an 
agricultural  country,  she  had  no  public  debt.  Af- 
ter the  balaoce  of  power  had  been  adjusted  In  Eu- 
rope, and  the  commercial  era  commenced,  the  Bri- 
tish debt  was  contracted.  Expensive  wars  and  the 
establishment  of  a  colonial  system  have  been  ne- 
cessary to  maintain  that  commerce,  and  her  debt 
has  been  rapidly  accumulating.  So  soon  as  she 
shall  have  cstabii&hed  her  commerce  beyond  the 
competition  of  the  world,  there  will  be  an  end  of 
her  debt.  Until  our  territory  becomes  toe  thickly 
populated  to  sustain  the  inhabitants,  a  public  debt 
will  prove  a  national  calamity. 
-  Now,  sir,  it  is  in  the  pawer  of  this  v Government, 
without  in  the  least  impoverishing  itself  or  tran- 
scending its  proper  sphere  of  action,  to  allot  this 
rich  domain  of  a  thousand  millions  of  acres  to  the 
States,  and  thus  to  relieve  our  people  from  intermi- 
nable and  hereditary  taxes.  Shall  we  abuse,  by 
vile  inaction,  this  capacity  to  do  rood,  and  incur 
the  execration  of  our  constituents?  Is  this  confe- 
derated Government  a  mere'  machine  lo  run  in  an 
endless  circle  of  inanity?  Are  we  forever  to  be  set- 
tling first  principles  which,  like  the  blighted  flowers 
ot  early  spring,  shall  yield  no  fruit?  His  the  Con- 
stitution no  vitality,  and  is  our  theory  of  govern- 
ment a  msie  abstraction?  In  ordinary  times,  sir, 
we  may  sil  h*re  in  cold  deliberation,  ho/ding  to  the 
people  the  doe'rine  4*that  they  expect  too  much 
from  the  Government,"  and  escape  under  that  ge- 
nerous forbearance  which  accompanies  a  state  of 
prof  parity;  but  in  such  an  exigency  as  the  present, 
other  ami  sterner  duties  invite  us  to  action.  Sofas 
populi  tuprtma  Imp,  and  let  him  abide  the  conse- 
quences who  will  not  come  to  the  rescue*    What  i& 


our  Union,  when  the  States  are  ruineJ— our  Coofe. 
deration,  when  its  links  are  broken?  Strike  cat 
the  stars  from  oar  national  banner,  and  it  is  ne. 
thing  but  a  piece  of  bunting,  S  r,  the  dittribaioa 
policy  wil  control  the  next  Presidential  ejection. 
No,  I  mistake.  Before  that  time,  under  dhTereu 
counsels,  and  another  Administration,  this  ateassn 
of  safety  and  of  beneficence  will  have  patted;  the 
flag  of  the  Union  will  no  longer  prove  a  barm 
sceptre,  and  the  triumphs  of  the  Constitute  fill 
have  been  proclaimed. 

Senators  have  chosen,  in  the  progress  of  this  de- 
bate, to  deride  the  principles  upon  which  that  ad- 
ministration has  been  brought  into  paver.  Tnej 
mistake  the  type  for  the  event,  and  suppose  that  a 
phrenzied  majority  will  erect  a  log  cabin  upon  fa 
ruins  of  the  Capitol.  We  rejoice,  not,  sir7  that  the 
log  cabin  has  been  brought  to  Washington,  bat 
that  power  has  been  transferred  to  the  log  cabin- 
that  the  Cspitol  has  been  removed  to  the  country- 
that  the  people  have  exercised  that  residuary  sove- 
reignty which  was  always  their  own,  and  whieh 
heretofore  has  been  suffered  only  to  sleep — that, 
however  the  "divine  right"  of  rale  may  iiutaiitseif 
in  the  Toilleriet,  in  Buckingham  Palace,  oris  the 
Kremlin,  in  this  country  its  appropriate  residence  is 
in  the  thatched  cottage  of  the  American  eitiien. 
Let  gentlemen  cavil  at  the  watchwords  of  freeaea! 
'Tippecanoe"  is  now  another  name  for  liberty, and 
henceforward,  in  every  struggle  for  human  rights, 
and  every  contest  between  4be  ruler  and  the  ruled, 
to  the  hopes  of  the  patriot  deliverance  shall  cone 
from  the  wilderness,  and  the  star  of  the  West  a  the 
sign  by  which  he  shall  conquer. 

Montesquieu  says  that  "the  fine  system  of  Bri- 
tish Government  was  invented  in  the  woods." 
For  the  first  time  in  our  history,  the  territory  North 
west  of  the  Ohio  river  has  given  a  President 
tie  Uuion — one  connected  with  all  the  labor*,  vhh 
all  the  experience, with  all  the  glories  of  oermifhtr 
provincial  settlements.  It  would  be  strange  if, 
under  bis  administration,  that  social  and  poUnml 
development  which  he  so  hippity  began  iaths  val- 
ley of  the  Mississippi  should  not  be  urged  onward 
until  that  great  region  has  reached  the  destiny  fa 
which  the  Almighty  designed  it— part  and  panel 
with  the  Atlantic  States  of  one  great  confederated 
empire— borrowing  from  the  old  "Thirteen'*  the 
glorie3  of  the  .Revolutionary  era,  the  last  gnat 
drama  of  which  was  ac'ed  West  of  the  mooataiBi, 
and  imparting  to  the  mother  States,  through  every 
vicissitude  of  their  future  history,  that  vigsr  aid 
purity  which  we  trust  shall  forever  reside  is  a* 
peaceful  agricultural  valleys  of  the  West. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  BENTON, 

OF  MISSOURI, 
In,  Senate,  Tkmndtnj,  Jonuerg  22, 1841 -In  reply  to 
Mr.  Wntran's remarks  on  thePre-eanricauf'. 
Mr.  BENTON  said  he  had  listened  attaatiftiy 
to  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Masse** 
setts  [Mr.  Webster]  in  faror  of  the  constiatieaal 
power  of  Congress  to  pass  the  land  revenue  dim* 
nation  bill,  now  so  unseasonably,  and  so  pane- 
veringly  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  ths  Senate. 
He  had  listened  u»  it  attentively;  and  in  Bearing  att 
the  argument  which  that  Senator  bad  dtlifcjed, 
condensed,  and  concentrated  as  it  was,  he  believed 
he  had  heard  all  that  could  be  said  on  that  pojjjj 
It  was  the  sum  and  substance  of  all  that  he  had 
heard  before,  either  in  this  chamber,  or  oat  of  it* 
And  what  was  it?  Nothing  more  nor  less  that  a 
reference  of  our  power  to  the  deeds  of  eea*J» 
and  a  derivation  of  our  whole  right  to  »akt"j"j 
distribution,  from  the  terms  and  conditions  of  «*■ 
deeds.  He  docs  not  pretend  to  derive  a  l*^*** 
power  to  pass  this  bdl  except  from  those  <w*T 
he  refers  to  nothing  else.  Now,  sir,  what  arse*  ' 
deeds,  and  what  is  the  bill?  What  does  tiieaw, 
and  the  other  cover?  The  deeds  are  limited  tot* 
original  boundaries  of  the  United  States—the  le> 
ais«ippi  on  the  west,  and  the  parallel  of  31  dealt* 
on  the  south;  the  Dill  extends  to  the  Pacific  «*» 
west  and  to  the  Qulf  of  Mexico  south  I  Snch  »  «* 
difference— the  wide  difference— between  then.-  a 
the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Maisachsf*1 
was  valid  as  far  as  it  went,  (which  in  fast  it  i| 
not,)  it  would  not  answer  his  purnosr,  it  woaM 
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not  cover  the  subject— it  would  not  coyer  ihe 
bill — no  more  cover  it  than  an  inch  rquare  of 
carpet  would  cover  the  ample  area  of  this  cham- 
ber. The  argument  reaches  no  land  but  the 
fragments  and  refuse  to  be  found  in  a  few  West- 
ern Stages — the  leavings  after  ten,  twenty,  thirty, 
'and  forty  yean  of  sales  in  Missi^ippi,  Alabama, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan.  This  is  all  that 
the  argument  reaches.  The  IjilJ,  on  the  contrary, 
extends  to  all  Florida,  as  it  stood  wi.h  is  ancient 
limiis,  extend  ng  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi; and  U  extends  to  all  Louisiana,  in  i's 
greatest  conceivable  extent,  stretching  from  the 
Mississippi  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  Such  is 
the  difference  between  the  argument  and  the 
bill— such  the  immeasurable  distance  between  the 
argument  and  the  snbject.  If  the  argument  was 
good  as  far  as  it  went — if  the  deeds  of  cession  ac- 
tually conferred  authority  to  divide  among  the 
States  the  money., received  ft<r  the  lands  which  they 
conveyed— still  it  would  be  worth  nothing;  for  the 
bill  is  not  limited  to  the  money  so  received.  It  is 
not  limited  to  th»  lands  mentioned  in  the  ce  sion 
acts;  and  if  it  was,  no  one  would  trouble  himself 
about  it.  Ihe  revenue  to  be  received  from  those 
.lands  is  too  insignificant,  too  inconsiderable,  too 
contemptible,  to  be  worth  the  trouble  of  distribu- 
tion. It  is  net  to  these  fragments  and  leavings  that 
the  distribution  party  look.  They  look  to  the  rich 
mine  beyond  the  Mississippi — to  the  vast  and  fresh 
domain  of  the  ancient  Louisiana,  spreading  from 
the  western  bank  of  the.  Father  of  Floods  to  the 
summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  thence  to  the 
shore  of  the  Pacific.  It  is  this  to  which  the  disrri- 
buton  party  look — it  is  this  to  which  their  bill  ex- 
tendi; and  having  no  title  to  this,  not  a  word  to  say 
in  favor  of  any  right  to  touch  it,  the  alternative 
s*ms  to  be  to  tay  nothing  about  ill  to  eschew  the 
argument  in  tot©;  to  quote  the  deeds  of  cession, 
which  have  no  relation  to  Florida  or  Lou  is  ana; 
ani  then  re'y  upon  those  deed?,  and  our  ignorance, 
to  pa*s  an  argument  which  has  no  foundation ! 
This  seems  to  be  the  resource  of  the  whole  distri- 
bution partj,  both  on  this  floor  and  elsewhere,  and 
the  8enator  from  Massachusetts  has  not  been  able 
to  add  an  iota  to  what  we  have  heard  before. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  intended  to  bring  ibis  argu- 
ment to  a  practical  test  at  a  proper  time— at  the 
time  when  the  details  of  the  distribuion  bill  shall 
be  under  consideration.  He  should  then  move  to 
limit  the  distribution  to  the  lands  ceded  by  the 
States;  and  if  that  proposition  prevailed,  there 
would  be  an  end  of  the  matter,  for  there  would  be 
nothing  to  divide,  and  no  one  would  care  to  press 
the  matter.  In  using  the  word  ce;sion,  in  speak* 
ing  of  the  cession  act«,  and  cession  deed %•  Mr.  B. 
said,  that  he  by  no  means  admitted  that  any  land 
had  been  ceded,  or  conveyed  by  those  acts  to  the 
Federal  Government,  lney  ceded  nothing  but  a 
right  of  purchase  from  the  Indians,  and  every  acre 
of  this  land  which  had  come  into  ihe  pessetsion  of 
the  Federal  Government,  came  by  pure  bare  from 
the  Indians,  came  by  Indian  treaties,  and  not  by 
State  deeds— by  pay  tag  money  for  them,  and  not 
by  gratuitous  donation. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  another  argument,  not  of  con- 
stitutionality, or  even*  expediency,  but  of  pitv, 
was  brought  to  bear  in  favi  r  of  this  policy.  It  wa* 
the  distress  of  the  States  !  The  State*  were  said 
to  be  in  debt — to  be  in  distress — to  need  relief;  and 
the  Federal  Government  is  called  upon  to  give  if. 
This  was  new  and  alarming  doctrine  to  hi«n;  it 
was  new  and  poitentous;  and  »  holly  foreign  to 
the  objects  of  the  Uniop,  and  big  with  lata)  results, 
either  to  the  States  themselves,  or  to  the  Federal 
Government.  From  temporary  relief,  either  the 
Federal  Government  mu>t  go  on  to  grant  perou- 
nent  supplies,  and  thus  become  the  master  of  the 
Slates;  or  the  States,  fiom  humble  petitioners,  must 
become  authoritative  claimant"*,  must  eventually 
demand  as  a  right  what  they  a>ked  as  a  favor,  and 
end  with  mastering  the  Federal  Government  by 
stripping  it  cf  all  its  supplies.  Consolidation  of  the 
States  is  on  one  hand;  the  dissolution  of  the  Union 
is  i  n  the  other-  No  one  can  foresee  which  danger 
Is  to  prevail;  but  all  can  foresee  that  the  equili- 
brium between  the  States  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment is  destroyed  from  the  moment  that  they  have 
a  eommon  Treasury— from  tbe  moment  they  look 


to  the  same  chest — and  either  party,  no  matter 
which,  holds  the  keys  of  that  chest.  From  that 
moment  the  equilibrium  established  by  our  Consti- 
tution is  destroyed,  and  one  of  tbe  parties  must  be- 
come tbe  master  of  the  other. 

Mr.  President,  continued  Mr.  B.  I  deprecate  this 
scene— this  apparition  of  the  States  at  the  bar  of 
the  Federal  Government,  in  the  character  of  dis- 
tressed petitioners,  praying  for  relief.    I  regret  to 
see  it.    I  was  bred  in  the  political  school  of  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  of  John  Randolph,  and  of  other 
father 8  of  the  Republic,  who  were  still  on  the  stage 
of  action  when  I  entered  upon  it  twenty  years  ago; 
and  from  them  I  learnt  that  if  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment avoided  debt,  contented  itself  with  light  taxes, 
preserved  peace  abroad,  and  kept  open  ihe  channels 
of  commerce,  it    was    doing   its  part,  and   the 
States  and  the  people  would  do  the  rest.    This  is 
what  I  was  accustomed  to  hear  from  these  patriots 
and  sage?;  and,  tried  by  these  principles,  how  stands 
the  qnestion  of  misgovernment  or  misrule  between 
the  S»a'es  and  tbe  Federal  Government?    How 
stands  this  question?    Certainly  more  honorable  to 
the  Government  than  ever  stood  such  a  question 
between  a  Government  and  a  people.    In  point  of 
debt,  there  is  nothing — nothiuz  in  the  shape  or  form 
of  national  debt;  for  a  few  millions  of  outstanding 
Treasury  notes,  to  be  paid  as  due  out  of  current 
revenue,  can  form  no  exception  to  the  proud  decla- 
tion  that  we  have  no  national  debt.    In  point  of 
federal  taxes,  we  may  be  said  to  be  almost  free 
from  them.    Not  a  particle  of  direct,  or  internal 
tax,  exists  by  a  law  of  the  Federal  Government. 
Tbe  duties  on  imported  goods,  since  the  extinction 
of  tbe  late  national  debt,  have  gone  down  to  alight 
and  moderate  amount.    But  few  artie'es  are  now 
taxed  high;  the  one-half  are  not  taxed  at  all  {  Yes 
the  one -half  of  the  whole  of  our  foreign  imports 
are  now  free  of  duty — an  advantage  which  no 
other  natijn  on  eanh  possesses,  and  which  we  only 
have  enjoyed  since  the  glorious  administration  of 
General  Jackson.    As  to  peace,  we  hive  it  with  all 
the  world.  -Our  temple  of  Janus  is  shut;  f»  r  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  are  at  peace  win  our  coun- 
try, and  freedom  of  intercourse  existing  between 
them.     Commerce  was   r.ever   more  safe — wa? 
never  so  extended  as  it  is  at  present.    Not  ony  all 
the  old  channels  of  trade  are  open,  but  many  new 
ones  have  been  explored.    Our  enterprising  mer- 
chants now  go  in  safety  to  places  whose  very  names 
were  unknown  to  their  fathers—to  the  antipodes, 
and  to  the  poles — and  no  doubt  at  this  instant, 
while  I  stand  here  speaking,  there  are  American 
merchants  en  the  opposite  side  of  our  world,  sepa- 
rated from  us  by  the  entire  diameter  of  this  globe, 
and  all  pursuing  their  remote  trade  in  safety,  free- 
dom, and  peace.    Thus  stands  the  question  of  mis- 
government  and  misrule  between  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment and  the  States.    It  has  done  its  p/.rf,  and 
nobly  done  its  part  by  them — freed  them  from  a 
national  debt— touched  them  lightly  with  taxes- 
preserved  peace  for  the m  abroad — kept  open  all 
the  channels  of  commerce,  and  given  to  every  ri'i- 
zen,  at  home  and  abroad,  a  clear  siege  and  fair 
play  for  tbe  exercise  of  his  talent  and  the  pursuit  of 
his  business.    This  js  fulfilling  the  object  of  its 
creation,  doing  what  ft  was  created  tn  do,  accord 
ing  to  the  doctrines  of  the  school  in  whieh  I  was 
bred.    To  go  beyond  this — to  become  the  patron  of 
the  States,  their  treasurer,  or  their  almoner — to  un- 
dertake (o  relieve  their  d  is  treses  by  doling  out  mo- 
ney to  them  from  the  general  coffers— to  do  this,  is 
to  do  an  act  for  which  the  Federal  Government 
was  never  created,  and   which  cannot  be  com- 
menced without  being  continued,  and  leading  to 
con?f  quenc  s  fatal  to  the  independence  of  one  (f 
the  parties. 

No,  sir,  the  Federal  Government  has  done  its 
part — has  done  all  that  it  ought  to  do  for  tbe  pros- 
perity of  the  Slates,  except  in  one  particular;  and 
that  is  in  net  havirg  subdue d  the  revolt  of  tbe  poli- 
t;c»l  and  insolvent  part  of  the  banks.  In  the  month 
of  May,  1837— two  months  after  Mr.  Van  Boren's 
administration  commenced— the  banks  stepped  pay- 
ment; and,  leaving  out  the  large  deposite  banks 
which  were  forced  into  ihe  measure  by  the  distri- 
bution process,  and  the  weaker  banks  which  cou'd 
not  resist  a  general  movement  leaving  out  these, 
and  the  suspension  of  1837  was  a  revolt  against  the 


Democratic  Administration,  and  the  resalt  of  a  con* 
spiracy  as  regularly  contrived  as  any  conspiracy 
has  been  since  the  days  of  Catiline.  Tnis  conspi- 
racy was  hatched  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  headed  by  its  managers  and  its  political  confe- 
derates. Public  opinion,  and  the  conduct  of  the  New 
York  banks,  prevented  tbe  permanent  insurrection 
which  was  intended— drove  the  insurgent  institu- 
tions into  temporary  submission  to  the  laws,  to  he 
followed  in  1839  by  another  revolt  which  con- 
tinued, as  the  first  was  des'gned  to  continue,  until 
the  Presidential  election  was  over.  The  Federal 
Government  did  not  put  down  these  revolts;  it  did 
not  reduce  these  insurgent  corporations  to  subordi- 
nation to  the  laws.  la  that,  and  in  that  only,  has 
it  failed  in  its  duty  to  tin  States.  But  where  was 
the  failure?  Not  in  the  Federal  bead— not  in  the 
representative  of  the  Union — not  in  the  President. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  discharged  his  duty — nobly— pa- 
t  r  iotical  ly — -wisely — -fi  r  mly — courageously,  dis- 
charged it.  He  recommended  the  remedy;  the 
constitutional,  the  adequate,  the  prompt  remedy:  he 
recommended  the  application  of  a  bankrupt  law 
to  bankrupt  banks;  and  if  it  had  been  applied 
when  recommended,  the  second  suspension  would 
not  have  occurred.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States 
would  have  been  wound  up  in  1839;  and  the  dis- 
tress and  derangement  of  business,  so  injurious  to 
the  country,  and  so  beneficial  to  the  bank  party 
during  tbe  election  of  1840,  would  have  been  pre- 
vented. The  Federal  Executive  recommended  this 
only  measure  which  was  wanting,  to  the  public 
prosperity;  Congress  refused  to  pass  it;  and  thus, 
the  only  failure  of  the  Government  to  do  its  duty 
was  occasioned  by  the  representatives  of  tbe  States 
themselves. 

Mr.  B.  deprecated  the  temper  of  the  times,  and 
the  general  disposition  which  now  existed  to  look" 
to  the  Federal  Government  for  relief  from  distress, 
and  for  favors  and  privileges  of  every  kind.  This 
spirit  began  to  be  engendered  above  twroty  years 
ago,  when  projective  tsriffs,  pension  lists,  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  internal  improvements,  and  so  many 
Eohemes  to  employ  persons,  and  to  expend  money, 
occupied  the  debates  and  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress People  were  seduced  from  their  proper  pur- 
suits, and  as  good  as  called  upon  to  come  to  the 
Federal  Government  for  office,  for  money,  for  spe- 
cial legislation,  for  contract*,  and  for  jobs  and  fa- 
vors which  were  to  enable  them  to  live  and  enrich 
thems;  Ives  without  labor  «r  economy.  This  spirit, 
begun  then  under  the  stimnlus  and  the  action  of 
Congressir  nal  debate  and  legislation,  has  been  go- 
ing on  ever  since,  until  it  pervades  and  absorbs  the 
community.  First  individuals,  then  cla»ses,  now 
8tafes.  Congress  is  importuned  now  by  more 
than  10  000  claims  on  our  flier,  some  of  them  re- 
jected for  twenty,  thirty,  forty  jear*;  but  still 
pressed  upon  us,  and  expected  to  be  pissed  by  dint 
cf  importunity.  Forty  thoovand  pensioners  still 
swell  our  pen^i<  n  list.  Armies  of  men,  even  young 
men,  ooja  with  down  on  their  chins,  come 
come  here  for  onVe.  Petitions  for  protective  do- 
ties  are  coming  iu.  Individuate  of  all  ages  and 
Sfxes,  and  classes  of  all  kinds  except  the  laborer 
and  the  farmer,  enme  here  for  special  legislation. 
We  have  seen  all  this,  and  now,  portentously  ris- 
ing above  all  the  rest,  and  with  power  to  command 
what  ihey  ask,  appear  the  States !  The  indebted 
States  are  now  appearing  at  our  bar — coming  here 
for  relief— for  money  from  (he  gene  ral  coffers  to 
pay  their  individual  debts.  They  have  had  twenty- 
seven  millions  from  the  Federal  Treasury.  It  was 
a  fatal  gift — scarcely  touched  before  it  was  gone, 
and  the  incentive  to  demand  morr.  They  now  ask 
for  a  liroi  ed  land  distribution  bill.  They  wi  1  tat-e 
it  in  di  fiance  of  the  Constitution  and  across  its 
grave.  So«.n  an  unlimited  land  distribution  bill 
will  be  demanded;  ar-d,  if  the  golden  eggs  are  Uil 
too  slowly,  then  kill  the  gcose!  divide  all  the  lands 
at  once;  and  when  they  arc  gone,  have  recourse  to 
the  custom  houst;  when  that  is  emptied,  tbe  credit 
and  the  seen rit7> hip  of  tbe  Federal  Government 
most  come  into  requisition.  There  is  no  rule  to  go 
by,  nor  any  barriers  to  arrest  the  onward  course. 
The  barrier  of  the  ContHution  being  prostrated  in 
the  passage  of  the  first  land  distribution  act,  there 
is  an  end  ro  fun  her  resistance. 

Mr,  B.  inveighed  earnestly  against  the  thirst  for 
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office  and  for  spoil,  which  was  spreading  and  ex- 
tending in  oar  country,  and  giving  to  our  party 
contests  a  savage  and  ferocious  character.  He 
attributed  the  bitterness  of  oar  election  contests,  in 
a  great  degree,  to  the  personal  interest  which  so 
many  took  in  then.  Office— money— special  legis- 
lation— privileges  and  monopolies — were  the  pur- 
suit of  myriads,  and  the  exaiiing  cause  of  (heir 
zeal  and  fury  in  elections.  The  public  good  re- 
quired this  spirit  to  be  checked;  it  required  the  pub- 
lic mind  to  be  turned  in  a  different  direction— to 
self-exertion — to  the  pursuits  of  industry,  and  the 
practice  of  economy— and  made  to  find  in  these 
resources  the  true  road  to  independence  of  mind 
and  character  as  well  as  to  independence  of  fortune. 
Too  much  had  been  done  by  Congress  to  give  the 
public  mind  the  wrong  direction — to  bring  indivi- 
duals, classes,  and  coporations,  to  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment for  support  and  relief.  Too  much  of 
this  work  has  been  done  already;  and  if  the  States 
are  now  to  be  added  to  the  list,  and  are  to  come  to 
this  same  fountain  of  supply  for  relief  from  dis- 
tress, where  is  the  end  of  such  a  perversion  of  all 
the  objects  of  the  confederation,  but  in  the  consoli- 
dation of  the  Stales,  or  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union? 


SPEECH  OF  MR.   SHEPARD, 

OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  December,  1840— 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gi doings,  of  Ohio,  to  re- 
consider the  "Navy  Pension  Bill." 
Mr.  Speaker:  I  am  aware  that  the  task  which 
I    have  undertaken   is    an    unpopular   one;  he, 
who  endeavors  to  lop  eff  patronage,  will  excite 
the  hostility  of  those  who  naive  its  benefits,  and 
x  must  expect  opposition  from  that  party,  who;e 
doctrine  is  to  strengthen  this  Government  by  creat- 
ing a  dependence  of  particular  classes  and  inte- 
rests.   But  having  been  placed  on  the  Committee 
of  Naval  Affairs,  I  must  do  what  I  consider  proper, 
at  the  risk  of  incurring  enmity,  or  I  must  be  faith- 
less to  the  trust,  and  inflict  a  wound  on  my  own 
conscience.    Without  the  slightest  hesitation,  the 
former  course  will  be  firmly  taken. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  the  bill,  which  passed 
this  House  two  days  ago,  is  advocated  on  several 
grounds.  The  member  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Adams]  thinks  that  my  amendment,  which  became 
the  3d  tectum  of  the  bill,  was  out  of  order,  and  he 
has  been  pleased  to  insinuate  that  there  was  some- 
thing unfair  or  tricky  in  the  proceeding.  You  will 
remember,  sir,  that  I  inquired  of  the  Cmia  if  the 
amendment  were  in  order.  I  did  not  seize  a  sly 
opportunity  to  thrust  it  on  the  House,  when  my  op- 
ponents were  absent,  and  the  decision  being  favora- 
ble, I  have  the  protection  of  your  shield  in  differing 
irom  the  honorable  gentleman.  He  is  doubtless 
well  skilled  in  the  law  of  Parliament;  and  when  he 
occupied  your  seat  on  a  celebrated  occasion,  we 
were  all  charmed  with  the  correctness  of  his  opinions, 
as  well  as  the  dignify  of  his  conduct  But,  sir,  the 
2d  section  was  in  order,  because  it  related  to  the 
same  subject  as  the  1st;  heretofore  naval  pen- 
sions have  been  paid  put  of  a  spec  fie  fund, 
and  now  when  we  are  asked  to  make  a  draft 
on  the  Treasury  for  that  purpose,  the  Latural 
inquiry  is  what  has  become  of  the  money,  set 
aside  by  Congress,  forty  years  ago,  to  meet  the  just 
demands  of  gallant  officers  and  sailors?  The  act  of 
1837  has  destroyed  that  fund,  and  in  a  bill  intended 
to  supply  the  deficiency  it  is  certainly  proper  to  re- 
medy the  evil,  and  to  kill  the  insect  which  has 
eaten  up  the  substance.  If,  however,  we  are  wrong, 
it  is  too  late  to  make  this  objection;  it  is  a  naked 
technicality,  not  favore  1  by  therulct  of  Parliament, 
and  should  be  taken  advantage  of  at  the  proper 
time,  whilst  a  motion  to  reconsider  ought  not  to 
prevail  except  on  general  merits. 

The  member  from  Massachusetts  also  asserts 
that  the  amendment  was  hastily  inn  educed,  and 
adopted  without  due  consideration.  Who  else  is  of 
thu  opinion?  Another  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Reed  ]  And  who  joins  the  worthy 
couple  in  this  complaint?  A  third  member  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Saltonstall.]  If  a  youth  ul 
tyro  had  asked  for  time  to  think,  to  consult  and  ex- 
amine documents,  it  would  not  have  been  sur- 


prising, but  when  "grave  and  reverend  seniors"  re- 
quest delay  in  order  to  deliberate,  one  is  tempted 
to  smile.  These  honorable  gentlemen  are  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  laws  relating  to  this  subject— 
with  them  the  pension  system  is  a  bantling  that  at- 
tracts peculiar  care — and  if  fifty  yean  were  allow, 
ed,  a  hundred  more  would  be  asked  before  they 
reached  wfeat  I  consider  a  jujt  conclusion.  But  to 
propose  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  1637  is  no  new 
thing;  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  Mr.  Diekerson  and 
Mr.  Paulding  agree  with  me  in  opinion,  and  at  the 
last  session  a  hill  passed  the  Senate,  embracing  a 
provision  of  this  kind,  but  was  smothered  in  this 
House  under  a  mass  of  business.  So  that  ibis  sub- 
ject has  attracted  the  attention  of  Congress  for 
some  time. 

How  was  the  act  of  '37  passed?  It  was  not 
discussed,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  taken  on  its 
passage,  no  man  is  bold  enough  to  claim  its  pater- 
nity, and  it  may  be  said  with  truth  that  it  sneaked 
through  this  Hall  quietly  and  unnoticed  on  the  last 
night  of  the  session.  Where  was  the  member 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams?]  He  is  a  sleep- 
less dragon  over  the  Treasury,  when  a  political  op- 
ponent is  to  be  assailed,  and  why  did  be  not  in  '37 
cry  against  the  hasty  outrage  that  was  about  to  be 
perpetrated?  Where  was  the  other  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Run]?  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Naval  Affairs,  and  ought 
to  know  something  of  this  extraordinary  measure. 

Tue  honorable  member  states  that  a  portion  of 
the  fund  had  been  given  to  Mrs.  Decatur  by  a  spe- 
eiai  set,  and  theiefore  it  was  thought  reasonable  to 
invite  other  widows  and  orphans  to  partake  of 
what  bad  been  sacredly  devoted  to  a  different  pur- 
pose. This  is  admirable  l*gict  and  might  have  pre- 
vailed with  Congress,  though  the  gem !<■  man  made 
no  speech  to  this  effect,  nor  did  he  object  to  haste 
on  the  night  of  the  31  March,  1837.  It  is  there- 
fore wise  and  proper  to  make  an  irruption  into  the 
Treasury,  when  the  sentinel  is  asleep,  or  when 
good  humor  and  kinily  feeling  have  banished  sus- 
picion; but  when  the  enormity  is  discovered,  we 
are  asked  not  to  turn  out  the  intruders  with  preci- 
pitation, but  to  act  cautiously,  to  consult  with  each 
other,  to  debate,  lest  barm  should  come  to  the  un- 
fortunate person?,  who  have  exhibited  ?o  striking  a 
'ondness  for  other  people's  property.  Sir,  this  act 
was  parsed  stealthily,  and  should  be  repealed  wi  h- 

00  t  ceremony. 

The  member  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adam*] 
further  stated  that  my  amendment  was  in  conflict 
with  the  original  bill.  The  first  sectien,quoth  the  gen- 
tleman, provides  for  the  payment  of  pensions,and  the 
sreond  repeals  the  law  which  grants  them— so  that 
the  bill  is  made  up  ef  inconsistent  enactments. 
If  the  law  of  1837  were  the  only  one  that  gave 
pension%the  reasoning  would  be  conclusive;  but  the 
honorable  member  forgot  to  mention  that  pensions 
were  due  under  that  of  1800  and  perhaps  others ; 
should  the  appropriation  of  the  first  section  be  more 
than  sufficient  to  carry  into  effect  the  old  laws  of 
the  country,  the  remainder  wilf  be  safely  kept  in 
the  Treasury  as  an  unexpended  balance.  I  hope 
that  the  patriotic  anxiety  of  the  gentleman  will  be 
relieved  by  this  explanation. 

The  same  member  proceeded  to  say  that  I  had 
miss's  ted  the  act  of  1837,  and  thereby  led  honora- 
ble gentlemen  into  an  error— he  was  also  charitable 
enough  to  proclaim  that  I  had  not  read  a  law  which 

1  wished  to  repeal.  This  is  one  ofnhose  random 
assertions,  for  which  the  distinguished  member  is 
remarkable,  and  to  prove  its  gross  injustice,  1  refer 
to  the  Intelligencer  of  this  morning  which  contains 
my  remarks  of  Monday.  That  journal  repji  ts  me 
to  have  said  that  the  law  of  1837  "provided  that 
these  naval  pensions  were  to  be  paid,  not  to  thofe 
who  had  suffered  in  the  service  and  defence  of  the 
country,  but  to  the  widows  and  children  of  those 
who  might,  at  any  previous  time,  have  died  in  the 
service,  whether  they  had  suffered  or  not.  And  it, 
also  provided  that,  when  pensions  were  thus  paid 
to  invalids,  or  persons  who  bad  incurred  disability, 
the  pension  should  be  reckoned  back  to  the  date  of 
the  disability,  as  well  as  frrward  from  the  date  of 
the  act"  This  is  what  I  said  then  and  what  I  now 
repeat:  those  who  refer  to  the  act  as  published, 
will  find  it  substantially,  if  not  literally  quoted. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  been  particular  with  these 


matters,  in  order  to  aveid  the  making  of  Irrelevant 
issues.  I  wish  the  Honse  to  decide  this  question 
according  to  its  real  merits,  and,  having  cleared 
away  the  dust  and  smoke,  that  might  have  blinded 
our  eyes,  I  shall  endeavor  to  take  a  rapid  view  of 
the  whole  ground  of  controversy. 

In  the  year  1800  an  act  was  passed  for  the  "bet- 
trr  government  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States," 
the*8tb  and  9  Ji  sections  of  which  were  as  follows: 
•Every  officer,  usmsm^  and  marine,  disabled  in  the 
line  of  his  duty,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  for  life, 
or  during  his  disability,  a  pension  from  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  his  dis- 
ability, not  exceeding  one-half  his  monthly  pay," 
and  ••all  money  accruing,  er  which  has  already 
accrued,  to  the  United  States  from  the  sale  of  jtrisst, 
shall  be  and  remain  forever  a  fund  for  the  payment 
of  pensions  and  half-pay,  should  the  same  be  here- 
after granted,  to  the  officers  and  seamen  who  may 
be  emitted  to  receive  the  same:  and  if  the  said  fund 
shall  be  insufficient  for  the  purpose,  the  pubUefmU 
is  hceby  pledged  to  make  up  the  deficiency:  but  if 
it  should  be  more  than  sufficient,  the  surplus  shall 
be  applied  for  the  making  of  further  provision  for 
the  comfort  of  the  diiebltd  officers,  teemen  and  ma- 
rines, and  for  such  as,  though  not  disabled,  may 
merit  by  their  brewery,  or  long  end  faithful  ser- 
vices, the  gratitude  of  their  country ."  Thus  in  the 
pure  days  of  the  Government  the  corner-stone  of 
the  pension  system  was  laid,  a  fund  was  established 
to  accomplish  the  benevolent  object,  and  the  great 
principle  was  declared  which  should  regulate  its 
disposal. 

At  that  time  the  country  was  new  and  thinly  set- 
tled; it  presented  to  industry  the  most  flattering  re- 
wards, and  it  was  difficult  to  draw  our  people  from 
the  wallrs  of  domestic  life.  Patriotism  is  a  strong 
feeling,  but  cannot  be  relied  on  except  under  the 
pressure  of  circumstances;  love  of  glory  will  stimu- 
late the  most  intellectual,  but  it  has  little  influence 
over  the  great  mass  of  mankind.  It  was,  there- 
fore, wise  in  the  Gosgress  of  1800,  to  bold  out  strong 
inducements  to  the  ambitious  and  enterprising;  they 
who  serve  the  nation  faitbfu'ly,  should  be  treated 
with  distinction,  and  granted  every  comfort,  con- 
sistent with  our  means  and  their  own  efficiency. 
And  yet,  sir,  we  may  err  on  this  side;  the  popular 
mind  is  apt  to  be  dazzled  by  military  display — if  a 
mangoes  into  an  Indian  fight  he  is  thought  worthy 
of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  and  if  he  runs  away  and  robs 
a  fellow-soldier  of  his  laurels,  he  is  fit  for  the 
Presidency — so  that  there  is  no  need  of  legislation 
to  exalt  the  profession  of  arms.  But  this  law  was 
equally  free  from  niggardliness  and  false  senti- 
ment; it  conferred  no  sinecures,  whilst  it  encou- 
raged 'the  navy  to  the  gallant  performance  of  its 
duty.  If  an  "officer,  seaman,  or  marine?  be  "dsss- 
bled  in  the  line  of  his  doty,"  a  pension  is  awarded 
to  him;  injury  received  in  the  service  is  the  title  to 
public  bounty,  and  if  misfortune  comes  to  the  brave 
and  zealous,  it  is  in  some  degree  alleviated  by  the 
country's  gratitude.  Hie  whole  nation  approves 
of  this  yolicy.  To  turn  adrift  on  tl$e  world  those 
who  have  become  unfit  for  other  employment  by 
their  devotion  to  us,  would  be  inexpedient  as  well 
as  dishonorable;  and,  without  regard  to  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  Government,  Congress  pro- 
vided means  to  cheer  and  sustain  the  unfortunate 
men  who  might  sufff  r  in  defence  of  our  flag.  Tfce 
United  States  gave  up  all  claim  to  prizes  which 
shoull  be  made  by  vessels  of  war;  half  of  the  mo- 
ney accruing  from  this  source  belonged  to  the  cap- 
tors, and  the  other  half  was  to  "be  and  remans 
forever  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  pensions,19  te 
"the  making  further  provision  for  the  comfort  U 
disabled  officers,"  &c.  or  "such  as,  though  not  dis- 
abled, may  merit  by  their  bravery,"  <fcc  Ton  wifl 
observe,  sir,  that  pensions  were  not  promised  m 
every  body  who  came  within  sight  of  the  ocean, 
or  who  might  possess  a  commission  from  the  Pre- 
sident, and  that  our  faith  was  pledged  to  keep  me  . 
prize  money  a  sacred  deposite  for  the  use  of  mete 
who  were  so  particularly  described.  Such  was  the 
spirit  of  the  act  of  1800;  an  act  that  passed  before 
selfishness  and  injustice  predominated  in  our  coun- 
cils. L?t  us  now  examine  the  laws  which  have 
been  subsequently  passed.  In  1813,  pensions  for 
five  years,  payable  out  of  this  fund,  were  *  mated 
to  "the  widows,  and,  if  no  widows,  to  the  ehtsdven 
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under  sixteen  years  old,  of  officers  who  shall  be 
kitted,  or  die  by  reason  of  wounds  received  in  the 
line  of  duty."  This  was  the  first  dparture  from 
the  set  of  1800;  and,  admitting  the  propriety  of 
giving  the  public  money  to  widows  and  children, 
whether  the  officer  possessed  extraordinary  merit  or 
not,  and  without  proof,  that  the  assistance  of  Go- 
vernment was  needed,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  promise  of  Congress  was  violated  by  thus 
using  the  navy  pension  fund.  In  1814,  the  provi- 
sions of  this  last  act  were  extended  to  the  "widows 
and  children  of  seamen  and  marines"— in  18 1 6, 
pensions  were  granted  to  those  who  were  wounded 
at  Dartmoor  prison,"  or  "the  widows  and  children 
of  such  as  were  killed  there."  Afterwards,  ai  dif- 
ferent periods,  the  acts  of  1813  and  1814  were  re- 
newed, and  in  1834  a  law  was  passed  granting 
pensions  to  the  "widows  of  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines"  who  may  die  from  "casualties,  disease 
contracted,  or  injuries  received  in  the  line  of  duty," 
and  directing  that  the  pension  "shall  com- 
mence from  the  passage  of  the  act"  though  the 
husband  may  still  be  living,  and  receiving 
his  regular  pay.  Thus  inroads  wery  gradually 
made  on  the  food,  and  its  original  object  was  for- 
gotten; yet  the  interest  was  more  than  sufficient  to  meet 
these  demands,  and  the  principal  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  a  million  of  dollars  at  the  close  of  the 
year  1836. 

The  law  of  1837,  which  my  amendment  repeals, 
was  then  parsed,  and  a  new  doctrine  was  slipped 
into  the  statute-book;  it  gave  pensions  to  ihe  wi- 
dows, and,  if  no  feidows,  to  the  children  of  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  "who  have  died  or  may  here- 
after die  in  the  naval  service."  Hcwever  unjust 
and  impolitic  previous  acts  had  been,  they  were  not 
complained  of,  because  the  benefit  accrued  to  the  re- 
latives of  such  as  "were  killed,  or  dud  by  reason  of 
wounds  received  in  Ihe  line  e/rfulft" — but  now  if  a  sailor 
should  die  from  an  ordinary  disease,  or  the  consti- 
tution of  an  officer  be  broken  down  by  dissipation, 
their  widows  and  children  are  entitled  to  the  rame 
pensions  as  those  of  the  men  who  fall  in  baftle. 
Hundreds,  therefore,  rushed  upon  the  pension  fund, 
and  we  need  not  bs  surprised  that  it  has  been  nearly 
consumed;  in  1836  the  annual  charge  was  $58,009, 
in  1838  it  reached  to  #103,120  33,  and  in  six 
months — from  March  to  September,  1837 — the  re- 
trospective operation  of  the  law  took  #329,615  from 
the  Treasury. 

It  is  true  that  something  has  been  lost  by  the  de- 
preciation of  State  stocks;  but  in  what  should  the 
investment  have  been  made?  We  have  heard  a 
great  noise  about  the  attack  on  State  credit,  and 
now  the  Administration  is  assailed  because  it 
showed  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the  States. 
Bat  this  is  a  small  matter;  the  act  of  1837  has  done 
the  mischief,  and  the  question  is,  shall  it  be  re- 
pealed, or  shall  it  be  permitted  to  eat  op  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fund,  and  finally  be  settled  on 
the  general  Treasury?  I  understand  that  the 
American  army  is  more  liberally  paid  than  that 
of  England,  excepting  officers  of  the  highest  grade. 
If,  however,  it  can  be  shown  that  officers  or  men 
receive  less  than  the  corresponding  classes  of  civil 
life,  their  compensation  should  be  increased.  The 
eagerness  of  young  men  to  enter  the  service  is 
strong  proof  that  the  country  has  been  generous  to 
its  defenders;  at  an  age,  when  other  lads  are  a  bur- 
den to  their  families,  the  midshipman  receives  pay, 
adequate  to  his  want-,  is  educated  at  the  public 
expense,  visits  the  meet  inreresting  portions  of  the 
globe,  and  the  button  that  he  wears  confers  other 
advantages  of  no  ordinary  kind.  Promotion  is 
stow  in  time  of  peace;  but,  if  he  will  observe  the 
many  who  have  failed  in  the  learned  professions, 
or  have  been  wrecked  by  the  whirlwinds  of  com- 
merce, the  naval  officer  has  reason  to  be  content 
with  the  snug  birth,  of  which  he  cannot  b?  de- 
prived. Sir,  1  am  a  friend  to  the  navy;  honora- 
ble gentlemen  shall  not  monopolize  its  guardian- 
ship, and  assume  that  the'  repeal  of  this  law  would 
be  hostile  to  its  interests.  This  great  establish- 
ment should]  occupy  a  high  position — it  is  destined 
to  be  the  right  arm  of  our  safety — and  I  repeat  that 
ample  pay  should  be  given,  the  highest  reward 
conferred  on  skill  and  bravery,  and  substantial 
kindness  to  suffering  and  misfortune.  But  a  high 
Blinded  man  scorns  to  be  an  alms-taking  pensioner, 
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wbei  nothing  has  been  achieved  for  the  nation, 
and  no  injury  has  been  sustained  in  its  service. 
This  act  of  '37  makes  no  distinction  between  merit 
and  worthiness — the  brave  man'd  widow  re- 
ceives no  more  than  the  coward's  relatives — and 
the  drone  or  tie  drunkard  is  allowed  to  leave  a 
charge  on  thtt  country  which  he  has  disgraced.  A 
friend  informs  me  of  a  common  trick  that  is  played 
at  the  eastward;  an  old  sailor,  that  is  worn  out  in 
the  merchant  service,  and  feels  that  he  cannot  last 
for  a  Ion?  time,  enlis's  on  board  of  a  national 
ship,  and  in  a  few  months  his  widow  and  children 
receive  a  pension  from  the  Government  Such  a 
system  will  bring  the  navy  into  contempt,  and  (he 
people  willdistrosi  its  patriotism;  but  if  the  public 
bounty  be  judiciously  administered,  not  a  murmur 
will  be  heard,  and  the  nation  will  bear  with  plea- 
sure the  burden  on  its  gratitude. 

The  member  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams] 
thinks  that  the  act  of  '37  made  a  coniract,  whicti 
we  are  bound  to  fulfil.  An  obligation,  sir,  implies 
that  something  is  given  or  done  on  both  sides,  and 
as  the  gentleman  sometimes  quotes  Blackstone,  it 
is  odd  that  he  overlooked  the  pre  at  lawyer  on  the 
present  occasion.  The  law  of  1800  was  undoubt- 
edly a  contract,  because  it  was  passed  at  an  early 
period,  and  may  have  induced  many  to  hszird 
their  lives  in  the  service;  it  also  embraced  the  con- 
dition of  "wounds,"  "disability,"  and  extraordinary 
gallantry,  which  must  be  complied  with  before  its 
advantages  could  be  partaken.  But  the  country  is 
not  indebted  to  these  who  receive  pensions  under 
the  act  of  1837;  the  husband  or  father  enlisted  vo- 
luntarily, was  paid  well,  treated  kindly,  and  there 
is  not  the  slightest  evidence  of  great  suffering  or 
uncommon  exertions.  Does  the  gentleman  con- 
tend that  pensioners  have  a  vested  interest  in  our 
liberality?  This  doctrine  would  be  scouted  in 
Grtat  Britain,  the  land  of  pensions  and  sinecure7; 
if  I  do  not  err,  a  pension  was  withdrawn  from  the 
poet  Coleridge,  and  though  such  an  instance  may 
be  regretted,  it  strengthens  my  position. 

The  other  two  members  from  Massachusetts 
[Messrs.  Reed  and  Saltonstall)  have  almost  shed 
tears,  when  speaking  of  the  disappointment  which 
this  bill  would  bring  to  the  widow  and  the  orphan; 
I  admire  the  generosity  of  these  honorable  gentle- 
men, and  would  imitate  their  example  on  a  proper 
occasion,  but  I  cannot  indulge  private  feeling  at  the 
expense  of  a  great  principle.  My  objection,  how- 
ever, to  the  law  of  '37,  does  not  arise  from  its  own 
intrinsic  consequence,  for  the  Government  could 
easily  pay  this  draft  on  its  Treasury;  a  disposi- 
tion is  gaining  ground  among  certain  classes  of 
the  people  to  live  ont  of  the  public  granary,  and  it 
must  be  checked  or  private  moral*  and  just  legisla- 
tion will  be  entirely  subverted.  This  feeling  has 
existed  in  all  countries,  and  making:  alliance  with 
tyrants  or  mobs,  according  to  circumstances,  it  has 
had  a  powerful  influence  over  the  internal  affairs 
of  nations.  Here,  it  ia  in  close  intimacy  with  the 
disinterested  wish  of  a  few  stockjobbers  to  control 
the  currency,  and  the  still  more  honest  desire  of  tax- 
ing one  man's  industry  for  the  benefit  of  another; 
and  yet,  sir,  aH  these  things  are  alvocated  for  great 
national  purposes.  The  tyrant  has  a  plea  for  his 
atrocities,  and  legislative  corruption  will  always 
be  provided  with  a  decent  pretence;  the  meanest 
creature  that  wa'ks  the  street  endeavors  to  conceal 
l:er  degradation  with  gaudy  clothing,  and  it  is  easy 
to  dignify  an  abstraction  of  the  public  money  with 
the  name  of  charity  or  national  benevolence. 

Before  I  conclude,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  notice 
an  expression  which  fell  from  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts.  Yesterday,  when  speak- 
ing on  this  subject,  he  used  the  word  "dishonora- 
ble." I  do  not  suppose  that  this  term  was  applied 
to  me,  but  a  friend  intimates  that  he  understood 
the  gentleman  to  refer  to  the  course  which  I  have 
pursued. 

[Here  Mr.  Adams,  with  great  animation,  denied 
that  such  a  reference  was  made,  and  hoped  that 
Mr.  S.  would  treat  ear-wigs  as  they  deserved.] 

Sir,  the  honorable  member  need  not  have  been 
so  hasty.  I  bad  no  intention  of  retorting.  My 
humble  character  can  be  left  with  safety  to  those 
who  know  me  on  this  floor,  and  to  the  country, 
which  will  ultimately  do  jastice  to  all  her  servants. 
I  have  often  listened  to  the  honorable  member  with 


the  deepest  indignation— he  has  frequently  in- 
dulged in  severe  animadversions  on  the  people 
whom  I  partly  represent,  and  the  institutions  under 
which  I  was  born — yet,  sir,  I  have  abstain- 
ed from  using  the  poisoned  arrows  which  he 
delights  to  throw.  Were  I  able  to  contend  with 
a  gentleman  of  such  wit  and  knowledge,  respect  for 
age  and  services  forbids  the  treatment  that  his  be* 
havior  m»rits.  When  I  compare  what  the  hono- 
rable gentleman  is  to  what  he  might  be,  it  is  a 
source  of  mortification.  Inheriting  the  blood  of  a 
genuine  patriot,  having  passed  through  all  the 
offices  of  trust  known  to  the  Constitution,  and  pos- 
sessing a  vigorous  intellect,  he  might  become  the 
father  and  the  idol  of  this  House.  When  younger 
men,  in  the  at  dor  of  debate,  lay  aside  the  courte- 
sies of  gentlemen,  and  rush  Into  the  conflict  as  if 
we  were  eogaged  in  a  personal  warfare,  the  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts  might  curb  the  wild  spirit 
of  faction,  and  save  ns  from  many  tcenea  of  dis- 
grace. Sir,  he  might  do  more.  The  different 
States  of  this  great  Confederacy  sometimes  think 
that  they  are  unjustly  dealt  with  by  their  sisters— 
the  North  taunts  the  South  with  slavery,  the 
South  writhes  under  burdens  imposed  for  local  pur* 
poses,  the  East  accuses  the  West  of  taking  the 
hon'd  share  of  the  national  property;  the  West 
calls  the  "Old  Thirteen'1  a  cruel  stepmother,  and 
so  great  is  the  strife  that  the  most  sanguine  occa- 
sionally despair  of  the  Republic  Kind  words, 
conciliatory  feeling,  and  just  legislation,  would 
throw  oil  on  the  troubled  waves  of  discord,  and 
who  could  be  so  fit  a  mediator  as  one  that,  having 
reached  the  highest  round  of  human  ambition, 
would  now  delight  to  promote  the  happiness  of  bis 
country;  and,  constituting  the  link  between  Wash- 
ington and  the  preteot  generation,  could  bring  to 
us  the  warning  words  and  patriotic  exhortations 
that  fell  from  his  almost  inspired  lips?  Did  the 
member  pursue  such  a  course,  his  earlier  honors 
would  fade  away  before  a  newer  and  brighter 
glory;  and,  what  is  still  dearer  to  a  pure  heart,  he 
would  enjoy  the  grateful  affeetion  of  millions  of 
freemen. 

But,  sir,  I  have  no  right  to  lecture  the  honorable 
gentleman,  and  I  ask  pardon  of  the  House  forgiv- 
ing vent  to  my  feelings. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  CLAY, 
Of  Alabama, 
I*  Senate,  Monday,  January  15, 1840. 
Trie  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same, 
and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  being  the  special 
order  of  ihe  day,  was  taken  up,  the  question  being  on 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Crittenden  to  recom- 
mit the  bill,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  to  dis- 
tribute the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  States,  which  Mr.  Calhoun  offered  to 
amend,  by  substituting  a  bill  to  cede  the  public 
lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  upon  certain 
condition*. 
Mr.  CLAY  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 
Mr.  President:  It  is  with  unfeigned  reluctance 
that  I  again  throw  my  self  on  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate,  to  participate  farther  in  this  discussion. 
Had  the  debate  been  confined  to  the  bill,  as  origi- 
nally introduced,  or  as  it  has  been  amended,  I 
should  have  been  content  with  the  few  brief  re- 
marks submitted  by  me  in  its  commencement. 
But,  fir,  it  has  been  made  to  assume  a  far  broader 
latitude,  by  the  motion  for  recommitment  made  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  the  amendatory 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  It  now 
involves,  not  merely  the  qnejtion,  whether  we  shall 
grant  the  right  of  pre-emption,  to  the  limited  ex- 
lent  of  160  acres  of  lanl,  to  the  actual  settler  and 
cultivator  of  the  toil,  but  whether  we  shall  distri- 
bute among  the  several  States  the  entire  revenue 
arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  amount- 
in?,  as  I  shall  hereafter  show,  to  a  probable  average 
of  some  #5,000,000  annually,  and  lay  taxes,  or 
borrow  money,  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  with  all 
the  incidental  questions  of  power  and  policy;  or 
whether  we  shall  sell  to  the  States  that  portion  of 
the  public  domain  lying  within  their  limits,  for  an 
adequate  consideration,  and  on  safe  conditions,  and 
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thereby  nettlo  definitively  the  multifarious  and  per- 
plexing questions  of  controversy  concerning  them 
which  present  themselves,  and  occupy  oar  time  and 
attention,  at  each  successive  session  of  Congw ss. 

I  am  aware  that  the  discussion  now  belongs, 
more  especially ,  to  the  two  propositions  of  ihe  Sena- 
ion  from  Kentucky  and  from  Sooth  Carolina; 
they  have,  however,  intimate  connection  wiih  the 
original  bill;  and  before  I  proceed  further,  I  must 
submit  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  some  of  the  ob- 
jections which  have  been  urged  by  i's  opponents. 

The  quarter  fiom  which  this  opposition  comes, 
Mr.  President,  may  well  excite  the  surprise  of 
some,  and  is  not  entirely  unworthy  of  notice.  It  is 
from  the  opponents  of  this  Administraii  in,  and  the 
friends  of  that  which  is  shortly  to  take  itR  place. 
Although  in  my  opening  remarks,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected, I  extended  to  those  gentlemen  the  courtesy 
of  supposing  they  intended  to  carry  out  their  late 
professions  iu  practice,  I  must  confess  my  faith  in 
the  sincerity  of  those  professions,  as  well  as  in 
many  others  made  by  them  in  the  late  canvass, 
was  not  very  strong.  I  had  too  often  witnessed 
here,  and  in  the  o  her  House,  while  a  member, 
their  very  decided  and  inflexible  opposition  to  this 
and  all  kindred  mtawres,  to  use  no  stronger  ex- 
pressions, to  justify  me  in  feeling  much  surprise  at 
the  course  they  have  thought  proper  to  pursue  on 
this  occasion. 

Bnt,  sir,  what  mu<?t  be  the  astonishment  and  dis- 
appointment of  the  numerous,  meritorious,  plain, 
and  unsophisticated  class  of  citizens,  whose  inte- 
rests are  sought  to  be  protected  and  advaoeed  by 
this  measure,  when  thoy  see  the  very  m~n  who 
were,  but  the  other  day,  loudest  in  their  professions 
of  ardent  attachment,  and  devotion  to  their  welfare 
and  interests,  now  its  most  uncompromising  oppo- 
nents, and  seeking  to  defeat  it  wholly,  or  to  so  clog 
and  embarrass  it  with  amendments  a«  en »i rely  to 
destroy  its  usefulness?  I  know  an  attempt  some- 
what ingenious  has  been  made  by  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  [Mr.  Critterden]  to  ex- 
plain away  this  apparent  contradiction  bet  ween  pre- 
$tntaets  and  farmer  profeuions]  but,  sir,  it  will  not 
do.  Their  professions  and  emblems  must,  and  will, 
be  construed  accenting  to  ordinary  rules  of  com- 
mon sense.  Did  not  the  Opposition,  with  one 
voice,  charge  the  present  Administration  and  its 
friends  with  hostility  to  all  the  great  interests  of  the 
country?  With  having  destroyed  the  currency, 
and  produced  the  existing  scarcity  of  money?  Wiih 
having  reduced  the  price  of  property  and  produce, 
and  the  laborers'  hire?  With  having  warred  against 
the  interests  of  the  farmer*  the  mechanic,  and  the 
workingman,  as  well  as  those  of  the  merchants 
and  manufacturers?  We  all  know  they  did— and 
amongst  the  emblems  of  their  feelings,  their  princi- 
ples and  their  policy,  were  log  cabins  and  their  ap- 
pendages. 

Sach  was  their  devotion  to  log  cabins,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, that  they  were  not  content  with  but  ding 
them  in  almost  every  city,  village,  and  hamlet  of 
the  country,  where  they  had  before  been  unknown 
and  unused,  but  they  imparted  to  them  an  entire 
new  quality—met  of  locomotion.  Ah  electioneer- 
ing pageant  or  procession  could  not  be  gotten  up, 
nor  regarded  as  complete,  unless  a  log  cabin  formed 
a  part.  Hence  we  saw  them  placed  oa  whee's 
and  drawn  by  triple  teams  through  the  streets  of 
oar  cities,  followed  by  thousands  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  shouting,  enthusiastic,  and  devoted  friends 

■according  to  the  Whig  chronicles  of  the  times. 
And,  sir,  on  these  occasions,  age  forgot  its  decripi- 
tade,  and  threw  aside  its  accustomed  gravity  and 
reserve;  and  we  might  have  seen  grave  and  re- 
verend Senators  falling  into  those  proeessions  of  (he 
last  sommer  and  autumn,  and  marching  through 
suffocating  clonds  of  dust,  and  panting  and  sweat- 
ing under  the  burning  heat  of  an  almost  vertical 
sun,  responding  to  the  sentiment,  and  keeping 
time  with  the  melody,  of  such  delectable  ditties 
as  •♦Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too,"  'Jim  along 
10807,"  and  the  like.  Was  ail  this  apparent 
enthusiasm  devoid  to  the  insensate  wood,  of  which 
those  log  cabins  were  constructed?  Or,  was  it 
not  designed,  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  Gen. 
Harrison  had  formerly  voted  for  both  pre-emp- 
tion and  graduation,  (which  was  urged  throughout 
Ike  new  States,)  to  make  the  impression  on  the 


humble  inhabitants  of  log  cabins,  every  where, 
that  the  candidate  of  the  Opposition  and  his  t up- 
poriers,  were  their  peculiar  friends?  To  say 
otherwise,  would  seem  to  me  to  be  barefaced 
mockery — nay,  sir,  the  violent  opposition  which 
this  bill  has  encountered,  and  that  which  it  it  now 
but  too  obvious  the  graduation  bill  and  all  kindred 
measures  are  destined  to  encounter  from  those 
same  gentlemen,  proves  incontestably  that  all  those 
exhibitions  of  kind  feel  ins:  and  generous  sympathy 
were  but  a  cruel  mockery ! 

Sir,  as  I  remarked  on  a  former  occasion,  this  bi!l 
is  free  from  the  objection  of  partiality  which  has  al- 
ways been  urged  against  those  heretofore  passe  1;  it  is 
no  longer  confined  to  the  citizens  of  the  new  States, 
nor  to  those  already  on  the  land.  The  pre-emp- 
tion bill,  now  before  us,  opens  the  door  to  every 
individual  of  the  old  as  welt  as  the  new  States,  and 
enables  him  to  obtain  a  freehold  and  a  home.  To 
former  pre-emption  bills  our  opponents  raised  the 
objection  of  partiality;  to  this  they  raise  the  objec- 
tion of  its  too  great  universality:  it  is  jow  too  broad, 
and  admits  too  many  to  the  er.jojmem  of  its  privi 
leges. 

Do  you  believe,  Mr.  President,  it  would  be  pos- 
sible po  to  frame  a  bill  as  to  obviate  the  difficulties 
of  such  objector*?  No,  sir,  as  fast  as  we  remove 
one  ground  of  objection,  another  is  taken.  They 
complained  that  former  bills  were  too  narrow?  we 
expended  the  provisions  of  thif;  and  now,  forsooth, 
it  is  too  vide!  Sir,  were  I  to  indulge  a  conjecture, 
I  should  say  that  no  bilt,  narrow  or  wide,  would 
suit  the  palates  of  these  fastidious  gentlemen,  so 
long  as  it  contained  the  pre-emptive  feature,  ex- 
tending the  protecting  shield  over  the  humble  culti- 
vator of  the  soil  against  the  power  of  the  heartless 
speculator,  and  parcelling  out  the  public  domain, 
in  small  tracts,  to  those  who  will  improve  and  ren- 
der it  productive,  instead  of  selling  it  in  latge  bo- 
dies to  the  lich  monopolist,  who  will  suffer  it  to  lie 
waste  and  unprofitable  till  the  nrcrssities  of  the  cul- 
tivator compel  him  to  give  the  desired  profit. 

Mr*  President,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  far- 
thest from  me  [Mr.  Clay]  on  ihi>  occasion,  as 
heretofore,  heads  and  leads  on  the  opposing  host. 
However  versatile  be  may  have  proved  himself  on 
other  great  questions,  of  which  some  prominent 
instances  might  be  given,  be  still  remains,  as  he 
has  always  heretofore  been,  the  immovable  and  in- 
flexible opponent  of  this  and  all  other  measures  of 
liberality  to  the  people  of  the  new  States.  That 
Senator  has  thought  proper  to  refer  to  the  incidents 
of  last  year,  to  which  I  have  just  alluded;  and 
while,  in  one  breath,  he  thinks  proper  to  ca'l  us, 
who  have  uniformly  supported  former  pre-emption 
and  graduation  bills,  "new  converts"  to  log  cabin 
principle*;  in  the  next,  he  Uunte  us  with 
having  failed,  by  our  friendship,  to  conciliate 
and  secure  the  votes  of  more  than  four  out 
of  the  nine  new  States.  He  called  those  mea- 
sures "land  traps  to  catch  vote*,"  a'd  ex- 
ulted that  they  bad  failed  to  accomplish  the  de- 
sired object.  Sir,  if  they  did  fail,  in  the  »ense  inti- 
mated by  the  Senator,  they  may  have  had  some 
influence  in  the  Wsstern  States,  as  Abolition  had 
in  other  quarters  in  deciding,  at  Harrisburg,  last 
winter,  who  should  be  the  standard  bearer  of  the 
Federal  par»y.  And,  rir,  this  same  Federal  party 
were  ready  enough,  and  did  avail  themselves  of 
General  Harrison's  supposed  popularity,  by  repre- 
senting him  as  "an  older  and  better  soldier"  in  the 
cause  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Wrst  than  the  present 
inenmbent.  Let  not  that  honorable  Senator  sup- 
pose for  a  moment — let  him  not  "lay  the  fluttering 
unction  to  his  soul"— that  he  will  ever  live  to  see 
the  day  when  the  honest,  intelligent,  and  high- 
souled  people  of  the  West,  will  forget  the  wrongs 
they  have  suffered,  in  connection  with  this  subject, 
and  reward  thoe  with  their  confidence  by  whom 
they  have  been  inflicted.  No,  sir:  if  the  chivalrous 
sons  of  that  region  are  to  be  conciliated,  it  must 
be  by  honorable  atonement,  not  by  continued  and 
persevering  hostility. 

Mr.  President,  I  cannot  pass  by,  altogether  un- 
noticed, another  topic,  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clav,]  though,  to  my  mind, 
without  any  very  natural  affinity  to  the  subject  un, 
der  consideration.  After  denouncing  the  original 
bill  is  "a  fearful  extension  of  the  pre-emption  sys- 


tem"—as  Man  untried  and  most  hazardous  experi- 
ment," he  appealed  to  the  Administration  Sena- 
tors not  to  introduce  and  pass  new  and  important 
measures,  "just  as  a  dismissed  min:sry  were  going 
out."  How  magnanimous!  and  how  meekly  he 
wears  his  blush  in?  honors !  But  the  Senator  most 
have  forgotten,  at  the  moment,  that  Congress  passes 
law*,  and  not  any  ministry,  which  may  be  going 
out  or  coming  in.  He  must  have  forgotten,  too, 
that  his  illustrious  'military  chieftain"  holds  the 
doctrine  that  the  Executive  is  not  a  branch  of  the 
law  making  power;  and  that  he  has  said,  in  effect* 
that  he  would  veto  no  law  which  might  be  passed 
by  a  majority  of  Congress,  and  be  desired  by  a  ma- 
jority ot  the  people. 

Sir,  the  Senafor  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  ClitJ  has 
followed  this  up,  by  furnishing  another  disclosure 
of  the  difference  in  the  conduct  of  aspirants, before 
and  after  elect  iocs— another  discrepancy  between 
promisrs  and  performance.  We  all  recollect  the 
denunciations  against  the  present  Administration 
for  its  alleged  "proscriptions  for  opinion's  sake." 
The  Opposition  assumed,  as  one  of  its  various  par- 
ty cognomens,  that  of  the  "ami  proscription  party" 
— no  man  was  to  be  removed  from  office  for  a 
mere  difference  of  political  opinion.  Yet,  nr.what 
d  >es  the  Senator — who  speaks  as  one  having  au- 
thority— what  does  the  Senator  now  tell  us  on  this 
subjec?  In  allusion  to  the  appointments  which 
have  b^en,  or  may  be  made  by  the  pres  nt  Chief 
Magistrate,  he  very  cleirly  intimates,  they  are  not 
to  be  much  in  the  way  of  his  successor.  He  tells 
us  siguificmtly  and  emphatically,  that  "General 
Harrison  means  to  be  President  on  the  4th  of  March 
next."  He  says  'General  Harrison,  when  he  comes, 
will  look  at  those  whom  he  finds  in  office;  anJ,  if 
he  finds  that  they  are  honest  and  capable  and  faith- 
ful, that  they  have  not  b-en  noisy  and  forward  po- 
liticans,  nor  brought  tber  official  influence  in  con- 
flic*  with  the  freedom  of  elections,  if  any  such 
there  be" — (at  the  same  time  making  an  emphatic 
pause  and  shaking  bis' head  most  incredulously, 
and  satisfying  all  who  heard  and  saw  him  that  he 
meant  to  be  understood  that  be  believed  there 
would  be  none  such)  "he  hopes  he  will  let 
them  stand  (though  he  feared  there  would  be 
but  few)  as  mono  Ken's  of  the  liberality  of  a 
Whig  Administration,  acting  on  patriotic  prinei- 
ples."  Such,  the  Senator  tells  us,  are  the  chances  of 
Democrats,  who  may  be  found  in  office,  to  remain 
as  monuments  of  Whig  magnanimity  and  forbear- 
ance !  The  Senator  evidently  means  to  be  under- 
stood that  there  will  be  none  such;  and  I  submit  the 
question,  whether  a  single  one — whatever  may 
have  been  his  capacity,  his  purity,  his  fidelity,  or 
his  discretion — will  be  able  to  pass  the  ordeal  which 
awaits  hm,  or  run  the  gauntlet  unscathed,  among* 
the  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  hungry  ex- 
pectants and  grerdy  office  srekers,  who  are  said  to 
have  already  visited  North  Bend  in  pursuit  of  the 
spoils;  and  who  will  shortly  infect  every  avenue 
leading  to  the  Presidential  mansion  in  greatly  aug- 
mented numbers?  Why,  s:r,  before  I  left  my  resi- 
dence, I  h?ard  the  names  of  some  twelve  indivi- 
duals mentioned,  as  aspirants  to  the  office  of  post- 
master of  a  town  containing  a  population  of  only 
some  3,000  aou Is — yet,  I  never  heard  the  first  im- 
putation against  the  capacity,  integrity,  or  fidelity 
of  the  incumbent.  And  so  it  is,  sir,  throughout  the 
country:  there  is  scarcely  an  cilice  of  the  most 
humble  grade,  held  by  a  Democrat,  for  which  there 
are  not  many  applicants  to  be  found  in  the  ranks  of 
this  office-hating,  anti-spoils  party.  I  have  seen  it 
Mated  that  but  a  few  days  ago,  the  Legislature  of  a 
neighboring  State,  in  which  the  Whigs  have  recent- 
ly obtained  the  ascendency,  turned  out  indiscrimi- 
nately every  Democrat,  even  down  to  the  men  who 
swept  the  floors  of  the  Capitol.  Such,  sir,  are  the 
evidences  of  Whig  sincerity,  and  such  will  be  the 
monuments  of  Whig  magnanimity ! 

Another  topic  (said  Mr.  C.)  has  b»en  brought 
into  this  discussion,  and  dwelt  upon  at  some  leocm 
by  several  Senators,  who  are  opposed  to  the  bill, 
which  has  no  sort  of  connection  with  the  subject. 
I  allude,  sir,  to  that  of  the  naturalization  of  fo- 
reigners; and  whether  a  State  is  competent  to  ex- 
tend the  right  of  suffrage  to  a  foreigner,  not  natu- 
ralized. As  it  is  a  question  not  involved  in  the  bills 
nor  in  anv  other  proposition  under  consideration,  I 
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shall  neither  attempt  to  discuss  nor  pass  npon  it  oa 
this  occasion.  It  is  tree,  fir,  that  a  motion  was 
made,  so  to  amend  the  bill,  as  to  exclude  foreigners 
from  the  benefits  it  is  intended  to  confer;  and  that 
amendment,  with  my  concurrence,  was  voted  do  wo, 
as  was  a  similar  one,  when  the  pre-emption  bill, 
passed  in  1839,  was  before  ns.  It  was  an  attempt 
to  introduce  an  entirely  new  feature  into  oni  system. 
From  its  foundation  to  in*  present  day,  the  law  of 
this  Government  has  indiscriminately  aathonzea 
sales  of  the  public  domain  to  foreigners,  as  well  as 
citizens.  It  is  wholly  a  question  between  such  in 
dividuals  and  the  State  in  which  they  purchase,  as 
to  how  far  they  shall  be  permitted  to  hold  real  cuate, 
or  transmit  it  by  inheritance  to  their  children.  No 
gentleman  can  doubt  the  power  of  a  State  to  consti- 
tute any  description  of  persons  legal  owners  of  such 
property  as  tbey  may  purchase,  and  to  determine  all 
the  incidents  of  such  oarners>hip— it  properly  be- 
longs to  State  authority,  nor  does  it  conflict  at  all 
with  the  constitutional  power  of  this  Government 
over  the  subject  of  naturalization.  Sir,  there  are 
remini>cences  connected  with  our  earlier  history, 
which  I  cannot  and  would  not  willingly  forget— when 
the  natives  of  other  climes  generously  came  for- 
ward and  fought  the  battles  of  oar  independence 
shoulder  to  shoulder  wiih  oar  fathers.  The  time 
was,  when  wc  would  not  have  raised  this  question, 
and  I  am  unwilling  to  raise  it  now.  In  othei  times, 
it  was  our  proud  boast  that  oar  country  was  the 
refage  and  the  home  of  the  persecuted  stranger,  and 
the  asylum  of  the  oppressed  of  all  other  nation*; 
and  it  shall  continue  to  be  our  boast,  so  far  as  my 
vote  is  concerned,  as  long  as  we  have  unoccupied 
space  in  our  wide  spread  and  happy  land. 

Mr.  C.  said  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Clay]  had  thought  proper  to  give  them  the  history 
of  the  pre  tmp; ion  policy,  commencing  with  John 
Cleves  Simmes,  and  the  persons  holding  under 
him,  and  going  through  the  various  acts  which  had 
been  passed  to  protect  occupants,  in  Louisiana  and 
elsewhere.  To  this  he  (Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama) 
presumed  the  Senators  had  turned  their  attention, 
and  understood  it  thoroughly.  But  the  Senator  had 
charged  that  after  General  Jackson  came  into 
power,  there  was  ever  attendant  on  the  land  sys- 
tem disorder  and  fraud,  and  conduct  of  a  most  im- 
proper character.  Yet,  where  was  the  proof  of  it? 
He  (Mr.  Clay)  denied  that  disorder  or  fraud  had 
increased  under  (he  legislation  of  General  Jack- 
son*s  administration;  and  he  told  the  Senator  if  he 
would  look  back  to  the  memorials  on  file,  he  would 
And  there  had  teen  infinitely  more  riot  and  disor- 
der bef  re  that  period,  than  from  that  to  the  pre- 
sent. Why,  on  those  occasions  almou  an  univer- 
sal combination  of  capitalists  would  take  place,  and 
they  took  the  land  from  men  of  small  means,  and 
monopolized  the  whole  at  the  Government  price; 
and  tbey  would  hold  the  land  in  an  uncultivated 
and  an  unproductive  state,  until  the  necessities  of 
the  cultivators  compelled  them  to  give  to  the  spe- 
culators the  desired  profit.  On  some  occa- 
sions the  sales  were  suspended,  in  consequence  of 
those  combinations  of  the  speculators;  and  appeals 
were  made  to  the  authorities  here,  to  know  whe- 
ther the  sales  should  be  proceeded  with  at  all,  so 
great  was  the  annoyance  from  that  cause.  Bat 
had  they  heard  recently  of  a  sale  being  broken  up 
by  riot  or  combination?  Far  from  it:  on  the  con- 
trary, so  far  as  he  knew,  every  thing  had  been 
peace  and  quiet;  and  except  in  a  few  isolated  cases, 
there  was  no  evidence  of  fraud.  Where  was  the 
inducement  to  fraud?  And  if  there  were  induce- 
ment, where,  under  their  pre  emption  laws,  could 
it  be  successfully  carried  oat?  Could  it  be  done  by 
the  individual  who  sits  down  on  a  small  tract  of 
160  acres  of  land?  by  the  emigrant  who  went  from 
an  old  to  a  new  State,  with  the  wish  to  till  the  land? 
Oh!  it  was  said,  money  was  made  by  the  pre- 
emptive right,  by  fraud  and  perjury.  If  this  were 
so,  ihe  parties  would  be  subject  to  prosecution;  but 
had  there  been  any  prosecutions?  and*  where  was 
the  evidence  that  such  frauds  and  perjuries  had 
ever  taken  place  under  this  law?  In  the  part  of 
the  country  that  he  (Mr.  Clay)  came  from,  he 
knew  of  no  such  instance.  There  every  thing  un- 
der these  laws  was  peace  and  quiet. 

But  gentleman  fold  tbem  they  were  introducing 
the  credit  system.    Now,  as  it  regarded  the  fresh 


land  brought  into  the  market  which  was  subject  to 
the  pre-emption  law,  there  was  not  the  color  of  any 
ground  for  the  imputation.  According  to  all  the 
pre-emption  bills  which  had  hitherto  been  passed, 
and  such  would  be  the  law  if  the  present  bill  passed, 
the  sales  could  not  be  postponed  beyond  the  period 
appointed  by  the  President's  proclamation.  If  no 
pre-emption  law  ever  passed,  the  time  ot  sale 
would  be  the  same.  Could  the  Senator  find,  in  any 
law  heretofore  passed,  a  provision  which  denied  to 
the  President  the  power  to  bring  the  land  into  the 
market  at  the  earliest  moment?  No.  Well,  then, 
how  was  it  with  the  land  which  was  subject  to  pri- 
vate entr>?  It  was  allowed  to  them  before  to  enter, 
and  they  were  privileged  to  enjoy  it  daring  the  two 
years  of  the  operation  of  the  laws,  and  now 
they  were  restricted  to  a  period  of  twelve  months, 
and  if  the  payments  were  not  then  made,  any 
other  individual  was  entitled  to  pay  for  it,  and  the 
occupant  was  ousted  from  it.  Was  that  credit? 
By  no  means:  the  Government  forbears  merely  to 
sell  to  any  other  man,  until  after  the  lapse  of 
twelve  months  from  the  passage  of  the  law,  or  the 
lime  of  settlement.  There  is  no  sale  to  the  occu- 
pant until  he  makes  payment;  and,  of  course,  no 
credit. 

Bat  the  Senator  went  still  farther,  and  said  that 
great  losses  had  accrued  under  there  pre-emption 
laws;  and  how  did  he  make  this  appear?  He  called 
their  attention  to  the  President's  message  of  De- 
cember, 1837,  and  pointed  to  the  statement  that 
the  average  excess,  as  be  alleged,  according  to  that 
document,,  was 'six  cents  per  acre,  and  they  were 
told  by  the  Senator  that  this  was  made  out  by 
spreading  it  out  over  all  the  sales  by  private  entry, 
as  well  as  those  at  auction.  Now  he  (Mr.  Clay  of 
Alabama)  assured  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  that 
he  was  totally  mistaken.  If  the  Senator  would 
look  at  the  document  sent  to  the  Senate  in  the  be- 
ginning of  January,  1838,  which  was  in  progress 
of  preparation  from  the  month  of  September  of  the 
preceding  year,  and  from  which,  doubtless,  the  Pre* 
sident  made  bis  representation  of  the  land  sales,  he 
would  see  that  it  did  not  am  brace  the  lands  sold 
by  private  entry,  but  was  confined  to  lands 
sold  at  taction,  beginning  in  the  year  1830 
and  coming  up  with  the  cash  system  to  1837, 
just  before  that  document  was  communicated 
to  Congress.  The  average  excess  spreading  over 
all  the  land  sold  at  auction,  and  by  private  entry, 
was  but  2  4-5  cents  per  acre.  He  would,  more- 
Over,  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  another  re- 
port, which  showed  that  all  land  sold  at  auction  af- 
ter the  passage  of  the  pre-emption  law  of  Jane, 
1838,  up  to  the  last  year,was  but  4  38-100  cents  per 
acre  above  the  minimum,  and  the  average  price 
of  the  whole  by  private  entry,  and  all,  was  but 
fl  36  and  a  fraction  per  acre.  Independently  of 
all  this,  had  the  Senate  forgot  that,for  two  years  and 
a  half  before  the  first  pre-emption  law  was  ever 
enacted,  it  was  bat  one  cent  an  acre  excess?  If 
Senators  would  look  farther  back  into  a  document 
embracing  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri,  it  would 
be  found  that  the  general  average  excess  in  those 
States  for  three  years,  (before  the  passage  of  ihe 
pre-emption  law  of  1830,)  was  only  six  mills  per 
acre  abeve  the  minimum  price;  and  this  would  not 
cover  ihe  expense  of  sales  by  auction,  in  the  em- 
ployment of  an  auctioneer,  the  extra  compensation 
to  the  Registers  and  Receivers,  clerks,  Ac.  The 
pre-emption  bill  then,  was  not  a  proposition  to 
give  away  the  public  lands;  nor  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  money  received  for  them,  materially 
below  that  which  would  be  received  under  the 
auction  system. 

[Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky  here  interposed,  and 
said  he  alluded  to  this  subject  to  show  what  the  dif- 
ference was  with  and  without  pre-emption  laws. 
He  then  went  into  some  explanations,  as  we  under- 
stood, to  sustain  his  former  views,  and  concluded 
by  reading  the  following  extract  from  the  message 
of  President  Van  Buren,  in  December,  1837,  to 
which  he  had  referred: 

"Upon  a  critical  examination,  it  is  found  that  the  lands  sold  at 
the  public  salea,  since  the  introduction  of  cash  payments,  in 
1320,  have  produced,  on  an  average,  ihe  nett  revenue  of  only  alx 
cent*  an  acre  more  than  the  minimum  Government  price,"  Ac.] 

Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama  resumed.  He  said  the 
extract  from  the  President's  message,  which  had 
just  been  read  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 


proved  that  he  had  been  mistaken  in  his  former 
satemen',  and  agreed  precisely  with  what  he  (Mr. 
Clay  of  Alabama)  had  said.  As  the  extract  read  , 
by  the  Senator  showed,  the  President  expressly  re- 
ferred to  "the  public  sales,  since  the  introduction  of 
the  cash  system,  in  1820,'*  and  did  not  mention  nor, 
embrace  the  sales  by  priwUt  entry,  in  fixing  the  ave- " 
rage  excess,  above  the  minimum,  at  six  cents  aa 
acre.  He  said,  if  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
would  review  his  remarks,  aa  published  in  one  of 
the  daily  papeis  of  this  city,  be  would  find  that  he 
had  been  understood  by  others,  as  saying  that  the 
average  excess  was  reduced  to  six  cents  per  acre, 
by  being  spread  over  all  the  sales  made — those  by 
private  entry,  as  well  as  those  at  auction.  This 
was  the  error  he  (Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama)  was  en- 
deavoring to  correct. 

[Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky  again  interposed,  and 
asked  if  the  six  cents  average  above  the  minimum, 
was  not  made  out  by  including  the  lands  sold  at 
private  entry.] 

Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama  maintained  the  con- 
trary; and  repeated  what  he  said  before  in  substance; 
that  the  general  average,  including  private,  as  well 
as  public  sales,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
cash  system  in  1830,  to  the  30th  of  September, 
1837,  only  exceeded  the  minimum  9  4  5  cents  per 
acre.  He  said  this  was  shown  by  a  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office*  made 
on  the  8th  of  January,  1838,  responsive  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate,  of  the  20th  September  pro- 
ceeding, to  which  he  would  invite  the  attention  of 
Senators.  Mr.  C.  said,  aware  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  had  heretofore  maintained  that  the  ave- 
rage alluded  to  had  been  made  oat  by  embracing 
private  sales  in  the  estimate;  and  being  anxious  to 
to  satisfy  him,  that  the  difference  would  be  ineonsi-  • 
derable,  he  had  twelve  months  ago  called  oa  the 
the  commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and 
obtained  a  statement  of  the  quantity  of  public 
land,  which  had  been  sold  at  auction,  from  the  23d ' 
June,  1839,  to  that  time.  The  result  was  that,  in 
the  sale  at  auction,  exclusive  of  nearly  two  millions 
of  acres,  the  average  price  bad  been  but  #1  29  38-100 
per  acre,  being  a  gain  of  only  four  cents  and  a 
fraction  above  the  minimum,  without  any  deduc- 
tion for  extra  expenses;  and  the  general  average 
was  btft  fl  26  18-100  per  acre.  Mr.  C.  remarked 
that  these  facts  were  sufficient  to  show  incontestably 
that  the  gain  of  the  Government,  by  selling  at  auc- 
tion, was  too  insignificant  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
vi*w,  to  have  any  material  influence  on  the  policy 
of  the  Government. 

1  have  felt  it  my  duty,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr. 
Clay,)  to  say  this  much  in  reply  to  the  objections 
which  seemed  most  worthy  of  notice,  urged,  by  its 
opponents,  against  the  original  bill.  I  come  now 
to  the  second  branch  of  the  subject  under  conside- 
ration— the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Critt£NDBn]  to  distribute  the  revenue  arising 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  amongst  the  seve- 
ral States — a  propositien,  in  my  opinion,  more  ob- 
jectionable than  any  other.  This  is  a  question 
which  I  have  heretofore  had  occasion  to  examine; 
bull  have  now.  reexamined  it,  with  care  and  atten- 
tion, and  have  been  confirmed  and  strengthened  in 
all  the  objections  which  I  have  urged  against  the 
measure  on  former  occasions. 

The  first  general  reflection  that  arises  irrepressi- 
bly  to  my  mind,  in  approaching  the  discussion  of 
this  proposition,  Mr.  President,  is  the  lime,  and  the 
eireasutancff,  under  which  it  is  brought  forward. 
If  we  had  a  redundant  Treasury— a  large  surplus 
revenue—as  we  had  a  few  years  ago,  although  it 
would  not,  in  my  judgment,  warrant  the  exercise  of 
such  a  power,  it  would  render  it  more  plausible. 
But,  sir,  what  has  been  the  state  of  our  finances 
for  the  last  three  or  four  years?  and  what  is  their 
condition  now?  Four  years  ago,  we  had  a  redun- 
dant Treasury— it  contained  more  than  140,000,000. 
UndeFan  act  of  Congress  previously  passed, 
near  430,000,000  of  this  amount  was  deposited 
with  the  several  States,  on  the  1st  of  January,, 
the  1st  of  April  and  the  1st  of  July,  1837.  In  the 
mean  time  the  commercial  revulsion  of  May,  '379 
took  place— the  banks  ssspended  specie  payments, 
and  refused,  or  were  unable,  to  refund  the  public 
money  deposited  with  them— thus  crippling  oar  or- , 
'  dinary  resources,  and  reducing  the  Treasury  bek>w 


84 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GtOfeE. 


Jan.  1841. 


&6th  Cong* •••2nd  Srss. 


Pre-emption  Bill — Mr.  Clay  of  Ala. 


Senate* 


the  current  demands  far  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment. It  became  indispensably  necessary  for  the 
President  to  convene  Congress  on  the  first  Monday 
in  September,  within  six  months  from  the  day  of 
bis  inauguration.  We  were  compelled  to  antici- 
pate the  receipts  of  the  revenne,  and  to  raise  mo- 
ney by  loans  to  keep  the  Government  in  motion. 
At  each  succeeding  session  down  to  the  present,  we 
have  been  constrained  to  adopt  similar  measures, 
and,  at  this  moment,  there  is  a  bill  before  the  other 
branch  of  Congress  again  to  anticipate  the  receipts 
from  the  re  venae  by  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  to 
the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars.  Indeed,  we 
have  been  charged  on  this  floor  by  some  of  the 
Senator's  political  friends,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  present  session,  (how  truly,  it  is  not  my  pre- 
sent purpose  to  inquire,)  with  having  created  a  na- 
tional debt  to  the  amount  of  near  thirty  millions  of 
dollars;  and  we  hare  been  urged  to  increase  the  ta- 
riff on  certain  articles  to  supply  the  ordinary  wants 
of  the  Government,  and  supersede  the  necessity  of 
an  extra  session  of  Congress.  Yet,  fir,  under  all 
these  circumstance?,  and  with  this  gloomy  picture 
of  our  financial  condition,  presented  by  the  Oppo- 
sition, a  distinguished  member  of  that  party 
comes  forward  with  a  proposition  to  ab- 
stract from  the  Treasury  the  entire  revenue  from 
the  public  lands,  not  only  for  the  present  year,  but 
for  an  indefinite  period—forever.  I  have  said  this 
would  amount  to  the  probable  sum  of  (5,000,000 
annually.  My  estimate  is  predicated  on  the  receipts 
into  the  Treasury,  from  the  same  source,  accord- 
ing to  a  table  now  before  me,  tor  a  period  of  ten 
yean— from  1828  to  1837,  both  inclusive— dur- 
ing which  an  average  sum  of  more  than  seven 
millions  of  dollars  was  annually  received  from  this 
source  of  revenue.  And  taking  into  view  the 
quantity  of  fresh  lands  that  will  be  coming  into 
market  in  the  new  States  and  Territories,  it  is  not 

v  probable  the  average  will  be  reduced  below  the 
sum  I  have  supposed,  wiihln  the  next  ten  years. 
Well,  sir,  what  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  withdrawing  this  large  annual  sum  from  the  or- 
dinary means  of  meeting  the  public  expenditures? 
Will  it  not  become  absolutely  necessary  to 
supply  the  deficiency,  thus  created,  by  taxation 
to  that  amount,  or  by  borrowing  money?  If  we 
take  five  millions  of  dollars  out  of  the  Treasury, 
and  are  compelled  to  pay  it  back  again,  in  the  form 
of  new  taxes,  or  an  increased  tariff,  what  do  we 
gain?  Or,  rather,  is  it  not  obvious  that,  so  far  from 
gaining  any  thing,  the  expenses  of  collection  and 
disbursement  are  a  dead  loss?  On  the  other  hand, 
if  we  make  up  the  deficiency  by  borrowing  five 
millions  annually,  are  we  not  creating  a  perma- 
nent national  debt  which,  with  the  accumulating 
interest,  will,  in  a  few  yearr,  amount  to  an  hundred 
millions  of  dollars? 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  there  can  be 
no  diversity  of  opinion  upon  this  *ubj*»cr.  The 
proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  plainly 
involves  the  alternative,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
American  people,  whether  they  will  take  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  the  annual  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands,  to  be  refunded  by  increased 
taxation,  or  by  contracting  a  new  national  debt, 
which  \*  to  go  on  augmenting,  year  after  year,  in- 
terminably. Sir,  divested  of  the  plausible  robes  in 
which  it  has  been  clad  by  the  ingenious  sophistry 
of  the  mover,  and  its  other  advocates,  it  is  a  naked 
and  graceless  proposition  to  borrow  money  for  the 
purpose  of  distribution  among  the  State*.  Can 
the  people  be  prepared  to  sanction  such  a  policy, 
if  that  were  the  only  question?  Sir,  I  cannot  be- 
lieve it 

These  views,  Mr.  President,  go  to  the  expediency 
of  the  proposed  measure;  but  there  are  other  ob- 
jections of  more  insuperable  character.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Kentncky  [Mr.  Crittenden]  has  said  the 
States  have  a  right  to  demand  a  distribution  under 
the  compacts  between  the  ceding  States  and  the 

*  General  Government.  Now,  sir,  I  hold  that  the 
States  have  no  right  to  demand— nor  has  the  Gene- 
ral  Government  any  right  to  make  such  a  distri- 
bution. It  is,  in  my  opinion,  perfectly  demonstrable 
that  such  an  act  would  violate  the  teims  of  ces- 
sion,  as  well  as  the  Conrtimtron  of  the  United 
States.  To  sustain  the  first  branch  of  my  proposi- 
tion, it  is  only  necessary  to  recur  to  the  history  of 


the  times,  and  the  language  employed  in  the  acts 
of  cession  them? elves. 

To  form  a  more  satisfactory  opinion  upon  this 
subject,  said  Mr.  Clay,  it  will  not  be  unprofitable 
to  go  a  little  back  and  examine  the  proceedings  of 
Congress  antecedent  to  any  surrender  of  territory 
by  the  States.  It  must  be  recollected  that  there 
were  two  parties  to  these  compacts — Congress,  on 
tbe  one  hand,  holding  out  inducements  and  tender- 
ing propositions  for  an  adjustment  of  territorial 
difficulties,  and  the  States,  on  the  other,  responding 
to  those  propositions.  An  examination  of  the  pro- 
posals and  negotiations  between  contracting  parties 
will  always  facilitate  a  correct  understanding  of  the 
contract  itself.  We  all  know  that,  even  before 
the  clove  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  there  were  dif- 
ficulties amongst  the  States  in  regard  to  the  extent 
of  territory  claimed  by  some  of  ihem.  There  was 
a  vast  amount  of  unoccupied  and  unimproved  land 
claimed  by  some  of  the  States,  while  the  others 
maintained  that,  if  the  war  terminated  successful- 
ly, and  those  wild  domains  were  thus  conquered 
and  secured,  it  would  be  accomplished  by  the  united 
patriotism,  courage,  toil,  and  blood  of  all  the 
States;  and,  consequently,  they  should  enure  to 
the  common  benefit  of  all.  The  Congress  of  the 
confederation  concurred  in  the  view  of  the  ques- 
tion last  mentioned,  and  on  the  6th  of  September, 
1780,  agreed  to  the  report  of  a  committee,  to  whom 
had  been  referred,  for  consideration,  communica- 
tions upon  the  subject  from  the  Legislatures  of 
Maryland,  New  York,  and  Virginia,  which, 
amongst  other  things,  contained  these  views:    * 

1  hat  it  appears  more  advisable  to  press  upon  thote  States 
which  can  remove  the  embarrassments  respecting  the  Western 
country,  a  liberal  surrender  of  a  portion  of  their  territorial 


claim,  since  they  cannot  be  preserved  entire  without  endan- 
gering the  stability  of  the  general  confederacy;  to  remind 
them  how  indispensably  necessary  it  is  to  establish  the  Fedeial 


Union  on  a  fixed  and  permanent  basis,  and  on  principles  accep- 
table to  all  its  respective  members;  how  essential  to  public  cre- 
dit and  confidence,  to  the  support  of  our  army,  to  the  vigor  of 
our  councils  and  success  or  our  measures,  to  our  tranquillity 
at  home,  our  reputation  abroad,  to  our  very  existence  as  a  free, 
sovereign,  and  independent  people,"  «fcc. 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  there  is  not  an  idea  to  be 
found  in  this  report,  so  adopted  by  Congress,  about 
separate  or  distinct  interests  of  the  several  States. 
Every  motive  held  out,  relates,  in  the  language  of 
that  patriotic  body,  to  the  safety  and  "stability  of 
the  general  confederacy"— to  the  establishment  of 
"the  Fedeial  Union  on  a  fixed  and  permanent  ba- 
sis'*— %cto  public  credit  and  confidence,  to  to?  sup- 
port of  our  army" — "to  -our  tranquillity  at  home, 
our  reputation  abroad,  to  our  very  existence  as  a 
free,  sovereign,  and  independent  people." 

This  report,  sir,  was  followed  up  by  tbe  adoption 
of  a  resolution  on  the  10th  of  October,  1780,  which 
is  expressly  referred  to  by  the  preamble  to  another 
resolution  upon  the  same  subject,  which  was 
adopted  in  April,  1784,  (after  the  cessions  from 
New  York  and  Virginia  had  been  made,)  as  "hav- 
ing fixed  fat  conditions  to  which  the  Union  should  be 
hound  on  receiving  inch  cessions.*'  The  former 
may,  therefore,  be  justly  regarded  as  the  fundamen- 
tal proposition  of  the  General  Government — the 
very  basis  of  all  the  cessions  which  were  made  by 
the  several  State*,  as  they  all  followed  after  it,  and 
may  b?  considered  as  assents  or  agreements  to  tbe 
proposed  "conditions  to  which  tbe  Union  should 
be  bound."  Consequently,  it  must  have  an  im- 
portant influence  in  determining  the  proper  con- 
struction, to  be  placed  on  the  several  act<  of  ces- 
sion, and  I  must  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate 
till  I  read  it  entire.  It  is  in  the  following  words: 
"Resolved,  That  the  unappropriated  lands  that  may  be  ceded 


»f/o    v„_, 

the  United  States,  and  be  settled  and  formed  into  distinct 
Republican  States,  which  shall  become  members  of  the  Fede- 
ral Union,  and  have  the  same  riahts  of  sovereignty,  free- 
dom, and  independence,  as  the  other  States;  that  each  State 
which  shall  be  so  formed,»h«U  contain  a  suitable  extent  of  territo- 
ry,not  less  than  one  hundred,  nor  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  square,  or  as  near  thereto  as  circumstances  will  admit; 
that  the  necessary  and  reasonable  expenses  which  any  particu- 
lar State  shall  have  incurred  since  the  commencement  of  the 
S>resent  war,  in  subduing  any  British  posts,  or  in  maintaining 
bits  or  garrisons  within  and  for  the  defence,  or  in  acquiring  any 
part  of  the  territory  that  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  to  the 
United  States,  shall  be  reimbursed." 

Now,  sir,  is  it  possible  for  any  ingenuity  or  so- 
phistry to  put  on  this  resolution  a  plausible  con- 
struction, to  sustain  the  idea  of  separate  interests 
in  tbe  proceed*  of  the  lands  among  the  States?    On 


the  contrary,  is  not  the  language  plain  and  empha- 
tic, that  the  lands  which  may  be  ceded  to  the  Ge- 
neral Government,  •••hall  be  disposed  of  for  the 
common  benefit  of  the  United  States"— the  name  by 
which  this  Government  was  called  and  known  un- 
der the  Articles  of  Confederation,  as  well  as  since — 
and  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  several  States?  If 
any  thing  were  wanting  to  establish  more  conclu- 
sively, that  tbe  interest  of  the  S'ates  in  the  proceeds 
of  the  lands  expected  to  be  acquired  under  these 
proposals,  was,  on  all  hands,  understood  to  be 
joint,  and  not  several,  it  is  to  be  found  in  tbe  .last 
clause  of  the  resolution,  which  specially  declares 
"that  the  necessary  and  reasonable  expenses  which 
any  particular  State  shall  have  incurred  since  Ibe 
commencement  of  the  present  war,  in  subduing  amy 
British  post,  or  in  maintaining  forts  and  garrisons 
within  and  for  the  defence,  or  in  ccquiring  any  pari 
of  the  territory  that  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  to 
the  United  States,  shall  be  reimbursed." 

It  is  a  legal  maxim,  which  the  gentlemen  en- 
gaged in  this  debate  on  the  other  aide  cannot  fail  to 
recognise,  that  "erceptio  unitu,  exclusio  est  alttriur" 
and  it  is  a  principle  of  reason  and  common  sense, 
to  which  all  minds  must  assent,  that  when  a  par- 
ticul.r  reservation  or  exception  follows  a  general 
grant,  tbe  mere  specification  of  the  exception  im- 
plies that  there  is  no  other,  and  strengthens  and 
confirms  the  grant  to  all  that  is  not  reserved. 
Then,  sir,  I  am  sustained  in  the  conclusion  that,  so 
far  as  the  terms  of  the  proposals  to  the  States,  by 
the  General  Government,  are  concerned,  we  are 
bound  to  appropriate  the  revenue,  arising  from  tbe 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  "for  the  common  benefit 
of  the  United  State*,"  and  not  for  that  of  the  States 
severally,  with  the  single  exception  that  "any  par- 
ticular State"  was  to  "be  reimbursed"  for  "neces- 
sary and  reasonable  expenses"  which  had  been 
"incurred"  for  the  objects  specified  in  the  last 
clause  of  the  resolution. 

Having  thus  seen  the  obligations  proposed  to 
be  hsbuiucu  vy  me  General  Government,  let  us 
now,  Mr.  President,  proceed  to  examine  the  acta 
of  the  several  States,  purporting  to  cede  or  relin- 
quish their  claims  to  Western  territory.  And 
here  it  may  be  well  to  remind  Senator*  that  all  the 
acts  of  cession,  with  the  exception  of  those  of 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  were  made  before 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and,  consequent- 
ly, had  reference  to  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion. It  is  fair  to  presume  that  all  the  Stales  that 
relinquished  territory,  were  actuated  by  the  same 
high  motives  of  patriotism  and  policy,  and  had  a 
common  object  in  view;  but  as  there  is  some  dif- 
ference in  the  phraseology  of  the  seveial  deeds,  and 
some  of  the  gentlemen,  who  have  addressed  the 
Senate,  having  laid  great  stress  on  the  particular 
words  employed  in  some  of  them,  it  may  facilitate 
us  in  making  a  proper  construction  to  bring  into 
one  view  those  clauses  of  each,  which  express  tbe 
purposes  contemplated  by  the  grantors.  I  shall 
take  the  deeds  of  cession  in  the  order  of  time  that 
they  were  executed. 

The  deed  from  New  York  declares  that  the  ter- 
ritory ceded — 

"Shall  be  and  enure  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
United  States  ae  shall  become  members  of  the  Federal  affiance 
of  the  said  States,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  < 


That  from  the  State  of  Virginia  declares— 
"That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  (with  certain  reservations  not  necessary  to  be  recited,) 
shall  be  considered  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
such  of  the  United  States  as  have  become,  or  shall  *MMimw 
members  of  the  Confederation,  or  Federal  alliance  of  the  said 
States,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to  their  usualrospeeUve 
proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  shell 
be  faithfully  and  bonafide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  awl 
for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever.11 

Those  from  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and 
South  Carolina,  adopt  tbe  same  language,  and  con- 
vey "to  the  United  State  of  America,/^  their  bene- 
fit"—ihe  respective  States  "inclusive."  And  the 
deed  from  North  Carolina  corresponds  with  that 
from  Virginia.  The  deed  from  Georgia  differs 
from  all  the  rest  in  several  respect?,  and  shall  be 
hereafter  noticed. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  the  question  to  be  decided 
is— do  these  several  deeds  respond  to,  and  agree 
with  the  "conditions"  propo&ed  by  Congress,  "to 
which  the  Union  should  be  bound  on  receiving 
such  cessions*'— that  is,  "for  the  common  be* 
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nest  of  the  United  Sates?"  Do  not  all  the  deeds, 
which  I  ha? e  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate, 
me  the  same  language  in  effect?  Those  from  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina  declare  that  the  lands 
"ceded  to  the  United  States  shall  be  considered  a 
C9MNMH  fund,  8ft."  Do  not  these  words  distinctly 
convey  the  idea  of  a  joint  fond,  in  contradistinc- 
tion to  one  in  severally?  Could  language 
hare  been  used  more  expressive  of  a  full  as- 
sent to  the  terms  which  had  been  proposed  by 
Congress  in  their  resolution  of  ihe  10; h  of  Octo- 
ber, 1780?  I  think  not,  sir — and  the  terms 
employed  in  the  other  deeds  of  cession,  though  not 
the  same,  may  be  regarded  as  equipollent.  For  in- 
stance, as  I  have  shown,  those  of  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  end  South  Carolina,  conveyed  "to  the 
United  States  of  America,  for  their  benefit."  Is  not 
this  a  conveyance  for  joint  benefit,  in  the  absence  of 
any  qnalfying  expressions?  It  cannot  be  denied: 
and,  tir,  I  may  remark,  that  there  Is  not  a  clause  to 
be  found  in  any  one  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  which 
reservts  any  separate  interest  or  dividend  (o  the 
Slate  by  which  it  is  made.  Can  it  be  reasonably 
supposed,  that  the  States  would  have  used  such 
language  as  they  did,  with  the  distinct  avowal  of 
Congress  before  them,  that  the  ceded  territory 
shouidbe  "disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the 
United  States,"  if  they  had  intended  to  secure  to 
themselves  any  separate  or  distinct  interest?  On 
the  contrary,  admonished,  as  they  were,  of  the  pur- 
pose and  intention  of  the  General  Government, 
they  would  have  carefully  inserted  express  reserva- 
tions of  such  distributive  shares  as  they  intended  to 
secure. 

Bur,  sir,  there  are  other  clauses  in  some  of  the 
deeds  of  cession,  which  have  been  seized  upon  by 
some  of  the  friends  of  distribution  to  give  color  to 
their  construction.  In  some  of  them  this  language 
is  used:  "for  the  n?e  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
United  States  as  have  become,  or  shall  become 
members  of  the  Federal  alliance,  Ac."  "accord- 
ing to  their  usual  respective  proportions  in 
the  general  charge  and  expenditure."  It  seems  to 
me,  sir,  that  this  argument  is  easily  answered.  It 
is  only  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that  all  the  ces- 
sions which  have  been  enumerated,  except  that  of 
North  Carolina,  were  made  betore  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  and  hers  in  the  same  year;  and 
that  the  language  just  quoted  had  reference  to  the 
mode  of  raising  revenue,  under  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation.   Article  8  is  in  the  following  words? 

"All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  expense*  thai  shall  be  in- 
curred for  tne  common  defence  or  general  welfaie,  and  allowed 
by  ibe  Doited  Scale*  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  be  defrayed 
6*1  of  a  common  Treasury,  which  shall  be  supplied  by  these- 
yarai  States,  in  proportion  U  the  value  of  all  land  within  each 
State  granted  to  or  surveyed  for  any  person,  as  such  land  sod 
Use  buildings  and  improvements  thereon  shall  be  estimated,  ac- 
cording to  such  mode  as  the  tailed  States  in  Congress  assembled 
'   shall  from  time  to  time  directand  appoint. 

The  taxes  for  paying  that  proportion  shall  be  laid  and  levied 
by  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  Legislature*  of  the 
several  Slate*  within  the  time  agreed  upou  by  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled." 

Sir,  although  Congress  then  made  appropri- 
ations "for  the  common  defence"  and  * 'ge- 
neral welfare,"  and  paid  them  "out  of  a 
common  Treasury,"  we  see  they  had  not  the 
power  of  taxation.  They  ouly  had  power 
to  lay  down  the  rule  for  the  assessment  of  taxes, 
and  make  requisitions  upon  the  several  States,  un- 
der whose  authority  alone  they  were  to  be  levied 
and  paid  over.  Then,  sir,  when  a  "common  fund" 
was  placed  in  the  general  Treasury  i(for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  had  be- 
come, or  should  become,  members  of  ihe  Federal 
alliance,"  "according  to  their  usual  and  respective 
proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expendi- 
ture," it  was  merely  intended  to  relieve  them,  re- 
spectively, of  the  payment  of  that  proportion  of  the 
amount  of  the  requisitions  which  might  be  made 
on  them  by  the  General  Government.  In  other 
word?,  it  was  equivalent  to  a  credit  to  be  estimated 
by  that  rule,  to  which  each  State,  belonging  to  the 
Federal  alliance,  was  to  be  entitled  at  the  "common 
treasury*,"  for  the  absurdity  of  paying  over  this 
"common  fund"  to  the  several  States,  "according 
to  their  usual  and  respective  proportions  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure,"  to  be  immediately 
returned,  or  repaid  by  them  into  the  "common 
treasury,"  could  never  have  been  perpetrated  by 
the  wise  men  of  that  day. 


Mr.  President,  there  is  another  point  of  view,  in 
which  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky for  the  distribution  of  the  revenue  arising 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  or  any  other  pro- 
position heretofore  made,  having  the  same  object  in 
view,  is  imperfect,  and,  1  may  add,  totally  imprac- 
ticable. If  a  distribution  can,  or  ought  to  be  made 
under  the  deeds  cf  cession,  it  must  be  done  by  the 
rule  of  taxation  established  by  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation; at  least  the  clause  on  which  I  have  re- 
marked, and  on  which  gentlemen  rely,  evidently 
refers  to  that  rule,  and  indicates  no  other. 

The  "  usual  respective  proportion  in  tbc  general 
charge  and  expenditure"  was  fixed  by  the  8  in  article 
already  quoted,according  to  ihe  value  of  all  "the  land 
within  each  State,  granted  or  surveyed,  and  the  build- 
ings and  improvements  thereon."  No  such  rale  of 
taxation,  or  "charge  and  expenditure"  now  exists, 
nor  is  the  plan  of  distribution  predicated  on  that 
principle,  or  on  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
which  has  been  since  adopted.  Under  that  instru- 
ment Congress  may  raise  revenue  by  taxation, 
direet,  or  indirect.  In  the  second  section  of  the  first 
article  it  is  provided,  that  "  representatives  and 
direct  texts  thall  bt  apportioned  among  the  several 
State*,  which  may  be  included  within  this  Union, 
according  to  their  respective  number*,  which  thall  be 
determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free 
persons,  including  those  bound  to  service  for  a 
term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed, 
three-fifths  of  all  other  persons."  Now  we  know 
that  this  rule  of  taxation  is  altogether  different  from 
that  established  by  the  Articles  of  Confederation; 
and  that  it  is  not  the  criterion  referred  to  by  the 
deeds  of  cession,  for  apportioning  among  the  seve- 
ral States  "the  general  charge  and  expenditure." 
But,  sir,  if  it  were  otherwise,  we  have  no  "direct 
taxes/'  but  a  system  of  indirect  taxation,  by  duties 
and  imposts,  under  which  it  is  impossible  to  know 
what  each  or  any  particular  State  pajs.  Having 
no  criterion  whatever,  then,  by  which  to  ascertain 
the  respective  proportion;  of  the  several  Stat&s  "in 
the  general  charge  and  expenditure,"  or  in  what 
proportions  they  contribute  to  tUe  common  Trea- 
sury, we  consequently  have  none  by  which  to  ap- 
portion amongst  them  the  revenue  arising  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands. 

Again,  Mr.  President,  the  history  of  the  times 
seems  to  me  to  famish  a  conclusive  refutation 
against  every  argument  I  have  heard  in  favor  of 
distribution.  We  know  that,  throughout  the  Revo- 
lution, Congress  had  no  power  to  rabe  money, 
even  for  the  common  Treasury,  except  through  the 
inteivention  of  the  Slates.  We  have  already  seen 
that,  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  taxes  for 
that  purpose  were  expressly  required  to  "belaid 
and  levied  by  the  authority  and  direct  on  of 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  Stales."  Un- 
til the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
the  State?  never  surrendered  to  Congress  the 
power  of  raising  revenue,  even  for  the  gene- 
ral purposes  for  which  this  Government  was 
instituted;  and  they  were  slow  and  reluctant  to  part 
with  the  power  to  that  limited  extent.  This  being 
the  case,  can  it  be  supposed  that  they  ever  intended 
to  constitute  this  Government  an  agent  to  raise  or 
collect  revenue  from  any  source  whatever,  to  be 
divided  or  distributed  amongst  themselves?  No, 
sir,  such  an  idea  is  contradicted  by  the  known  jea- 
lousy with  which  they  ever  guarded  the  exercise  of 
power  by  the  General  Government,  and  the  ex- 
treme caution  and  hesitation  with  which  they  grain- 
ed to  it  the  powers  deemed  indispensable  to  its  effi- 
cient action  by  the  most  wise  and  patriotic. 

I  will  now,  sir,  submit  a  remark  or  two  on  the 
deed  of  cession  from  Georgia  It  was  executed  on 
the  24th  of  April,  1802— more  than  thirteen  years 
after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States — and  its  language  conforms  to  the  change  of 
Government  which  had  taken  place.  It  declares 
"that  all  the  lands  ceded  (after  satisfying  certain 
claims)  be  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  United  States,  Georgia  included, 
and  shall  be  faithfully  disposed  of,  for  that  purpose, 
and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatever."  Here 
is  no  reservation  of  any  thing  but  a  joint  and  com- 
mon interest;  It  is  to  be  "a  common  fund,"  and 
"for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States"— that 
is,  the  Government  of  the  Union,  and  not  of  the 


States  severally— and  to  be  "faithfully  disposed  of 
for  that  purpose"  only.  In  this  deed,  we  do  not 
find  the  clause  about  "the  respective  and  usual  pro* 
portion  (of  the  States)  in  the  general  charge  and  ex- 
penditur?,"  on  which  gentleman  have  predicated 
most  Qf  their  arguments  in  favor  of  distribution— 
because  the  rule  and  the  mode  of  taxation  to  which 
that  language  referred  had  been  superseded  by  the 

Erovisions  of  the  Constitution.  The  States  no 
>nger  laid  and  levied  taxes  for  the  General  Govern- 
ment; hence  there  was  no  longer  need  of  a  rule  for 
apportioning  the  credits. 

In  further  confirmation  of  the  views  I  have  ex- 
pressed on  this  subject,  I  may  remind  the  Senate, 
that  the  idea  of  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  is  of  modern  origin.  More  than  forty 
years  had  elapsed  after  all  the  cessions,  except  thai 
of  Georgia,  and  thirty  years  after  that,  before  any 
attempt  wa3  made  to  establish  the  divisibility  of 
those  funds.  During  all  this  time,  the  money  re* 
ceived  for  the  public  domain  was  paid  into  the 
common  treasury,  like  other  portions  of  the  reve- 
nue; and  it  was  appropriated  and  paid  out  in  the 
same  manner,  indiscriminately,  for  all  the  liabili- 
ties of  the  Government.  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
of  the  Stales  ever  set  up  a  claim  to  a  separate  or 
d;stributive  share  of  this  fund,  until  after  the  pro- 
ject was  started  in  1832,  nor  do  I  believe  that  such 
a  thought  was  ever  entertained  when  the  several 
compacts  were  made,  cither  by  the  States  or  Gene- 
ral Government. 

But,  Mr.  President,  if  the  Views  I  have  expressed 
ia  reference  to  that  portion  of  the  public  domain 
ceded  by  the  States  be  erroneous,  on  what  principle 
can  gentleman  claim  a  distribution  of  the  revenue 
arising  from  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  Louisiana 
and  Florida,  purchased  from  France  and  Spsint 
In  regard  to  those,  none  of  the  States,  separately, 
ever  had  any  claim,  or  ever  made  a  cession,  or  a 
compact  with  the  General  Government  They 
were  purchased  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  with  its  own  revenue,  with  the  common  trea- 
sure, created  by  its  own  power.  Yet  those  lands 
have  been  treated  like  the  balance  of  the  public 
domain,  and  the  money  received  from  them, 
like  that  received  from  all  other  sources  of 
revenue,  placed  in  the  common  treasury.  No 
one  denies  that  the  Government  can  purchase 
land:  does  it  follow  that  money  expended  in  this 
way,  when  it  is  brought  back  into  the  Treasury  by 
a  sale,  acquires  any  new  property  to  change  the 
power  of  the  Government  over  its  destination?  If 
so,  it  is  but  necessary  for  us  to  convert  the  reve- 
nue, which  we  are  only  authorized  to  collect  for 
specified  objects,  into  land,  and  then  re-convlrc  it 
ioto  money,  to  give  the  Government  cf  the  Uiuted 
States  a  power  over  it  beyond  all  the  restraints  of 
the  Constitution.  However,  this  is  an  absurdity, 
for  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  few  will  be  reckless 
enough  to  contend. 

But,  sir,  although  every  proposition  for  a  distri- 
bution of  the  revenue  has  been  broad  enough  to 
embrace  all  the  public  domain,  as  well  Louisiana, 
comprising  the  whole  of  our  territory  beyond  the 
Mississippi,  as  Florida  and  the  whole  country 
south  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  latitude,  I  have 
not  yet  heard  any  one  bold  enough  to  maintain 
that  the  deeds  of  cession  from  the  States  extended 
to  any  portion  not  included  within  the  chartered 
limits  of  the  original  States. 

From  these  views,  Mr.  President,  it  follows  that 
a  distribution  amongst  the  States,  of  the  revenue 
arising  from  the  sale  of  such  portions  of  the  public 
land  as  were  purchased  from  France  and  Spain, 
cannot  be  sustained  on  any  ground,  which  has 
been  hitherto  assumed  in  this  discussion.  I  think 
we  have  seen,  too,  that  so  much  as  was  ceded  by 
Georgia,  wants  the  support  of  the  argument  which 
gentlemen  have  founded  on  particular  clause*  in 
the  other  deeds  of  cession,  and  must  be  excepted. 
As  regards  the  cession  of  North  Carolina,  it  may 
be  said  there  is  nothing  to  distribute;  for  we  have 
more  than  once  passed  biluvlhrongh  this  branch  of 
Congress,  which  amount  (and  very  properly  too) 
to  an  abandonment  of  all  claims  to  the  refuse,  un- 
appropriated lands  within  the  S  ate  of  Tennessee. 
And,  sir,  the  result  is,  that  the  only  coloiahte 
claim,  supported  with  any  plausibility,  by  the 
friends  of  distribuiion,extends  to  the  remnants  which 
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remain  unsold  in  the  Northwestern  States — being 
so  far  as  the  plats  of  survey  have  been  returned, 
in  Ohio  less  than  a  million  of  acres — in  Indiana 
less  than  five  millions— in  Illinois  something  more 
than  fourteen  millions — and  in  Michigan  about 
fourteen  millions — amounting  in  the  aggregate  to 
34,345,871  acres.  Yes,  sir,  even  if  their  deeds  of 
cession  sustain  their  pretensions,  thcygo  thus  far, 
and  no  farther. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  is  another  aspect  of 
this  subject  which  presents  a  conclusive  bar  to  any 
claim  of  distribution  which  can  be  set  up  m  behalf 
of  the  States.  It  certainly  cannot  be  pretended,  on 
any  fair  principle,  that  we  are  bound  to  divide  any 
thing  but  the  nett  profits  of  the  concern;  nor  that  we 
are  bound  to  divide  those  profits  before  they  accrue. 
The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  represent  the  Go- 
vernment as  a  trustee  for  the  management  of  the 
public  domain  for  the  benefit  of  the  several  States; 
and  that  much  may  be  conceded.  But  it  will  be 
recollected  that  the  peformance  of  this  trust  has 
'been  attended  with  much  expenditure  of  money,  as 
must  have  been  well  understood  would  be  the  case 
at  the  time  it  was  confided.  Now,  admitting  for 
the  sake  of  argument  (and  I  am  sure  I  could  not 
otherwise  make  the  admission)  that  a  division  of 
the  proceeds  was  contemplated  by  the  partes  to 
those  conpacts,  when  they  were  made,  is  it  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  it  could  have  been  intended, 
on  the  one  hand,  or  expected  on  the  other,  to  divide 
all  the  money  that  might  be  received  for  the  lands, 
without  first  deducting  the  expenses  necessarily  in- 
curred in  the  performance  of  the  trust?  If  the  Ge- 
neral Government  was  bound  to  return  any  thing 
to  the  States,  must  it  not  have  been  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds? The  Indian  titles  were  to  be  extinguished 
to  a  large  portion  of  those  lands;  and  vast  sums  of 
money  have  been  paid  to  effect  that  object.  We 
have  paid  for  Louisiana  and  Florida  about  thirty  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Again,  it  was  necessary  for  all 
these  lands  to  be  surveyed  before  they  could  be 
brought  into  market.  And  then  district  land  offices 
were  to  be  established  and  supported;  and  a  Gene- 
ral Land  Office  to  exercise  a  superintending  control 
over  the  whole  business.  Ought  not  these  necessa- 
ry expenses  to  be  deducted  from  the  amount  re- 
ceived before  any  thing  is  demandable  from  the 
Government?  If  you,  sir,  were  to  employ  an  agent 
to  manage  and  sell  a  large  real  estate,  necessarily 
to  be  divided  into  smaller  tracts,  and  unavoidably 
attended  with  great  expense,  would  you  expect  him 
to  hand  you  over  the  whole  amount  of  his  receipts, 
or,  indeed,  any  part  of  them,  before  be  had 
refunded  himself  the  amount  of  his  expenses? 
No,  sir,  you  would  not,  nor  would  any 
reasonable  or  fair  man;  and  the.«ame  principle  ap- 
plies in  its  full  force  to  the  claims  of  the  Suites  in 
their  most  favorable  aspect  Then,  how  stands  the 
account?  Why,  sir,  according  to  a  statement  from 
the  General  Land  Office,  a  little  more  than  twelve 
months  ago,  the  aggregate  expenditures  of  this  Go- 
vernment for  the  public  domain  amounted  to 
$134,229,375  20,  and  the  aggregate  receipts  into 
tbe  Treasury  on  account  of  sales  of  the  public 
lands  amounted  to  $116,198,179  15,  leaving  an 
excess  of  expenditures  above  the  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  to  the  amount  of  #13,031,196  05.  This 
is  the  state  of  the  ease,  on  tbe  supposition  that  divi- 
sion was  ever  contemplated,  a  balance  in  our  favor 
in  the  account  current  of  more  than  eighteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  I  And  this  balance  cannot  be  pro- 
bably met  and  cancelled  within  less  than'  three  or 
four  years  by  the  nett  proceeds  of  sales. 

Then,  Mr.  President,  the  public  domain  not  hav- 
ing refunded  the  General  Government  the  amount 
of  the  expenditures  actually  incurred  in  its  pur- 
chase, management,  and  sale,  and  the  entire  reve- 
nue from  all  sources,  including  this  branch,  being 
inadequate,  as  all  admit,  to  meet  the  current  de- 
mands upon  the  Treasury,  the  plain  question  if, 
have  we  the  power,  and  is  it  expedient  to  lay  new 
taxes  and  collect  revenue,  or  shall  we  borrow  mo- 
ney to  distribute  amongst  tbe  States?  Tbis  is  the 
true  question,  and  one  which  demands,  and,  I  trust 
^rill  leceive  the  calm  and  solemn  consideration  of 
/every  intelligent  and  patriotic  citizen. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C  where  do  we  find  our  power  to 
distribute  revenue  amongst  the  States  at  all,  much 
Jm  to  raise  it  for  the  purpose  of  distribution?    Be 


asked,  was  there  any  single  expression  in  the  Con- 
stitution which  could  be  interpreted  to  justify  such 
a  proceeding?  When  we  ask  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  to  show  us  our  authority,  to  what  clause 
of  that  instrument  can  they  refer  us?  We  may 
answer  triumphantly — to  none.  The  exercise  of 
such  a  power  is  against  the  whole  genius  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  would  be  destructive  of  the  princi- 
ples on  which  it  is  founded.  The  Constitution  de- 
clares that  "Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  topay  the 
debts  and  provide  fer  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States.91  Yes,  sir,  for  those 
purposes,  and  those  only,  have  we  the  power  to  tax 
the  people — "to  pay  the  debts*'  of  the  United 
States,  and  "to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  of  the  United  States" — not  to  raise 
money  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Stales,  nor  to  raise 
money  to  provide  for  their  separate  welfare,  but  in 
common  with  the  other  members  of  the  Union. 
Gentlemen  must  admit  that  no  express  power  is 
delegated  to  us  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  States  separately;  nor  can  they  .show  that 
it  is  "necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion" those  which  are  granted.  Far  from  it,  Mr. 
President.  As  I  have  already  remarked,  the  taxing 
power,  even  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  con- 
federation, for  the  common  beuefit  of  the  United 
States,  was  the  last  with  which  tbe  States  parted, 
and  the  one  which  they  surrendered,  perhaps,  more 
reluctantly  than  any  other. 

But,  sir,  it  is  unnecessary  to  pursue  this  view  of 
the  subject  any  farther.  The  friends  of  the  propo- 
sition now  more  immediately  under  consideration 
have  not  met  the  question  o?  constitutional  power, 
nor  undertaken  to  sustain  it  by  any  direct  argu- 
ment. They  attempt  to  get  round  it  by  reference 
to  the  acts  of  cession,  and  by  placing  on  them  a 
construe  do  d  not  warranted  by  their  language,  their 
spirit,  nor  the  history  of  the  times,  as,  I  think,  has 
already  been  suffic'ently  shown.  Yet,  sir,  I  tru^t 
the  people  will  understand  it,  and  regard  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  as  it  truly  is — 
as  a  proposition  to  divide  money  amongst  the 
States,  which  is  assuredly  to  be  refunded  by  a  tax 
on  themselves — as  a  proposition  for  this  Govern- 
ment to  become  the  tax-gatherer  for  State  and  local 
purposes,  thereby  cutting  off  and  destroying  all  that 
salutary  responsibility  of  the  taxing  power  which  is 
now  felt  by  their  immediate  representatives;  and, 
worse  than  all,  as  a  proposition  to  sihk  the  State 
Governments  into  insignificance,  and  make  th«»ra 
dependent  upon  the  General  Government.-  No 
other  measure  has  ever  been  proposed  so  well  cal- 
culated to  bring  about  that  centralization  and  con- 
solidation of  all  power  in  tbe  Federal  Government, 
so  justly  deprecated  and  cautiously  guarded  against 
by  our  ancestors,  as  that  now  under  considera  ion. 
Once  establish  the  principle  that  the  States  may 
look  to  this  Government  as  the  great  money  power 
upon  which  they  may  depend  for  all  their  local 
wants,  and  you  will  realize  the  most  sanguine 
hopes  and  expectations  of  the  Federalists  in  former 
times,  by  building  up  a  splendid  Government  at 
the  national  metropolis,  which  must,  and  will, 
sooner  or  later,  absorb  all  political  power. 

I  fear,  Mr.  President,  I  have  already  occupied 
too  much  time  in  my  remarks  on  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky;  but  there  is  one  other 
point,  which  I  cannot  pass  by  altogether  unnoticed. 
I  mean,  sir,  the  effect  which  the  proposed  measure 
would  have  on  the  interests  and  prosperity  of  the 
new  Slates.  They  have  already  had  sufficient 
cause  of  complaint  8gainst  the  course  of  policy 
which  has  been  pursued  towards  them  by  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  as  the  numeron*  memorials  and 
remonstrances  of  the  Legislatures  and  the  people 
of  those  Srates,  which  have  been  presented  session 
after  session,  for  many  years  past,  and  are  now  on 
your  files,  will  abundantly  testify.  Their  great, 
and  at  the  same  time  well  founded  cause  of  com- 
plaint, has  been  the  inflexible  adherence  of  this  Go- 
vernment to  one  jfixed  price  for  lands  of  all  descrip- 
tions, whether  rich  or  poor.  They  have,  again  and 
again,  appealed  to  your  sense  of  justice,  and  referred 
you  to  the  terms  of  your  compacts  with  them,  on 
their  admission  into  the  Union,  showing,  as  they  be- 
lieve,that  while  you  retained  by  their  consent  tbe  right 
to  the  unsold  and  unappropriated  lands  within  their  I 


limib  exempt  from  taxation,  jou  at  tbe  same  lime 
undertook  to  sell  them  in  a  reasonable  time—bat 
thus  far,  they  have  appealed  in  vain.  What  are  they 
to  expect  when  you  shall  have  enlisted  the  cupidi- 
ty of  all  tbe  other  States  of  the  Union  against  a  re- 
duction of  the  price  of  their  inferior  lands?  Need 
they  expect  the  representatives  of  States,  that  are 
to  receive  annual  dividends  from  their  proceeds,  to 
an  amount  sufficient  to  support  the  Government  of 
some  of  them,  and  exempt  their  citizens  from  taxa- 
tion, to  vote  for  their  graduation  bills,  the  passage 
of  which  they  have  so  long  anxiously  desired?  No, 
sir;  and  I  now  tell  the  people  of  the  new  States,  if 
their  petitions  on  this  subject  have  heretofore  been 
unavailing,  should  the  proposed  measure  become  a 
law,  they  will  be  utterly  hopeless.  They  may  ex- 
pect, for  a  half  century  to  come,  that  millions  of 
acres  will  remain  the  property  of  this  Government, 
nominally,  but  in  fact  the  domain  of  the  several 
old  States — unsold,  unsettled,  unimproved  and  un- 
productive. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  turn  with  pleasure  from  the 
discussion  of  a  measure  to  which,  I  thick,  there  are 
so  many  insuperable  objections — fraught,  in  my 
opinion,  with  so  many  evil  consequences,  not  saly 
to  the  new  States,  but  to  the  wnole  Union— tad 
will  direct  your  attention  to  the  amendment  pro* 
posed  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Calhoun.]  Perhaps  no  measure  of  its 
impoitance,  which  has  ever  been  brought  forward 
here,  has  been  more  misrepresented,  and  less  un- 
derstood, than  the  bill  of  that  honorable  Senator  '■» 
cede  the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  th  new 
States,  on  certain  conditions  therein  mentLi  ed.9 
It  has  been  characterized  and  denounced  as  a  pro- 
position to  "give"  the  public  domain  to  those  States 
and  such  representations  have  been  sent  abxad, 
and  have  had  their  effect,  unaccompanied  by  P  sin- 
gle condition  of  tbe  proposed  grant.  Sir,  the  bill 
does  not  contemplate  a  donation,  and  ibexan.ua* 
tion  is  sufficient  to  repel  the  imputation.  It  pro- 
poses a  sale,  not  a  gijt.  These  are  its  provisions: 
The  first  section  cedes  the  public  lands  to  the  States 
in  which  they  lie,  which  may  remain  unsold  after 
tbe  30ih  of  June,  18452,  excepting  the  usual 
reservations  for  public  purposes,  on  eonditien  that 
the  States  shall  pay  to  the  General  Government  sixty- 
five  per  cent,  of  the  gross  proceeds  as  tbe  Senator 
proposes  to  fill  the  blank;  that  tbe  minimum  price 
shall  remain,  as  now  turd  by  law,  until  the  said 
30th  of  June,  1842,  but,  after  that  period,  the  price 
may  be  reduced  to  $1  per  acre  for  all  lands  then 
remaining  unsold,  which' have  theretofore  been  of- 
fered for  sale  for  ten  years ;  that,  five  years  after 
the  day  aforesaid,  all  lands  which  may  then  hare 
been  offered  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years  and  re- 
main unsold,  may  be  reduced  to  seventy -five  cento 
per  acrr;  and  thus  going  on  with  a  reduction'of  the 
price  in  the  same  ratio,  for  every  additional  term  of 
five  years  it  may  have  been  in  market,  till  it  comet 
down  to  twenty-five  cents  per  acre;  after  which,  if 
it  shall  remain  unsold  five  years  linger,  it  shall  be 
ceded  absolutely  to  the  respective  States  in  which  it 
istituatfd;  and  the  system  of  graduation  to  com- 
mence with  all  land  not  now  embraced  by  it,  so 
soon  as  it  shall  have  been  offered  and  remaie  un- 
sold ten  years.  A  further  condition  is,  that  the  laada 
shall  remain  subject  to  the  same  legal  anMiviwws 
which  now  prevail;  those  not  heretofore  offend  for 
sale  to  be  first  offered  at  auction— afterwards  to  be 
subject  to  graduation;  and  that  all  laws  of  the 
United  Slates  en  the  subject  of  public  lands  ia 
force  at  the  passage  of  the  act,  to  remain  so,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  modified  by  its  provisions.  Another 
condition  is,  that  the  cession  is  to  be  in  fell  of  toe 
five  per  cent,  fuad,  not  already  accrued,  which  was 
reserved  to  the  new  States  by  the  compacts  flj 
their  admission  in'o  the  Union,  for  the  PaT?°*~ 
making  roads  within, .  and  leading  to,  those 
State.;  and  the  S  ales  to  be  "exclusively  J«We 
for  all  charges  that  may  hereafter  arise  from 
the  surve*,  sale,  and  management  of  the  pool* 
lands."  And,  finally,  any  violation  of  those  con- 
ditions is  to  be  followed  by  a  forfeiture  of  all  v* 
rights  granted  by  the  rc»;  and  all  grants,  or  utto 
thtrec  f  made  by  the  State  ?q  acting,  to  be  jraU 
and  void.  The  second  section  pf  the  bill  aotto- 
rizes  the  several  Slates,  in  which  the  lands  am 
situated,  ta  grant  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  ever 
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•  actual  settler  for  a  period  of  ninety  days,  at  each 
sueessive  graduation,  or  reduction  0/  price,  afier 
which,  if  the  settler  should  not  avail  himself  of  ihe 
privilege,  it  is  to  be  subject  to  entry  by  any  other 
purchaser.  The  other  provisions  are  not  neces- 
aary  to  be  aotxed  on  this  occasion. 

These,  sir,  are  all  the  material  enactments  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina. While  they  are  fresh  in  our  recollections,  let 
us  mst  the  accuracy  of  some  of  the  representations 
of  its  characteristics,  which  bare  been  sent  abroad. 
Is  it  a  gift— a  donation  of  the  unsold  lands  to  the 
Stales  in  which  they  are  situated,  as  has  been 
been  broadly  asserted?  So  far  from  the  fact,  we 
see,  at  the  first  blu*b,  ihe  States  are  to  pay  the  Ge- 
neral Government  65  per  cent,  of  the  gross  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales,  and  are  to  releaseuhe  United 
Slates  from  the  payment  of  the  5  per  cent,  of 
the  nett  proceeds,  reserved  for  making  roads 
for  their  benefit — these  two  items  being  70 
par  cent,  of  the  gross  amount  received.  The  States, 
too,  are  to  be  at  the  entire  expense  of  the  manage- 
ment and  sale  of  this  domain  which  constitutes 
another  important  item  of  deduction.  What  would 
be  its  amount,  of  course  cannot  be  determined 
with  precise  accuracy;  but  I  find  it  stated  in  iht  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Public  Linds,  prepared 
with  much  care  at  the  last  session,  that  there  were 
then  "spread  over  the  new  S:ates  fifty-nine  land 
officer,  connected  with  which  there  were  one  hun* 
died  and  eighteen  registers  and  receivers,  eight 
surveyors  general,  with  a  host  of  deputies,  clerks, 
draftsmen,  chain  carriers,  and  axemen,  at  an  aggre- 
gate annual  expense  of  upwards  of  $334,000,  on 
an  average  of  the  last  two  years1*  preceding.  Then 
suppose  the  aggtega'e  amount  of  sales,  in  all  the 
States  to  be  equal  to  three  millions  of  dollars — 
and,  without  the  territories,  it  would  not  probably 
exceed  that  sum— the  expenses,  at  the  rate  ju  t 
staled,  may  be  estimated  at  nearly  12s  per  cent, 
which  brings  up  the  credits  to  82ft  per  cent.  Then, 
air,  add  124  per  cent,  more,  the  amount  proposed 
10  be  given  to  the  new  States  above  an  equal  divi- 
dend with  the  old  States,  bv  the  former  distribution 
bill  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  which  I 
suppose  to  be  nsain  contemplated,  and  we  have 
accounted  for  95  per  cenr.  of  the  gro<s  amount 
which  may  he  paid  to  the  States  receiving  the 
cessions.  And,  sir,  it  b  just  as  fair,  and  not  more 
liberal,  to  make  the  allowance  of  the  last  named 
item  to  the  new  States,  under  the  bill  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  as  under  that  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky;  for  the  citizens  of 
those  States,  in  the  one  case  as  well  as  the  other, 
almost  exclusively  pay  this  large  amount  of  money 
into  the  general  treasury,  and  may  be  expected  to 
go  on  increasing  in  population,  more  rapidly  than 
their  elder  sisters,  at  least  for  some  time  to  come. 

[Air.  Clay  of  Kentucky  desired  to  give  a  more 
foil  and  fair  explanation  of  one  point.  It  would 
be  recollected  that  he  introdoced  a  bill  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  public  lands  in  1833,  near  the  be- 
ginning of  a  period,  at  the  end  of  which,  the  popu- 
lation of  the  United  States  would  be  greatly  in- 
creased. His  leading  motive  then,  in  proposing 
Iff  per  cent  aver  and  above,  was  that  the  New 
8tates  had,  at  that  time,  and  would  continue  to 
have  up  to  the  time  for  takiog  the  next  census,  a 
▼ast  amount  of  population  more  than  by  the  rule 
proposed  would  lie  estimated,  and  great  injustice 
therefore  would  be  done  if  they  were  to  receive  by 
the  census  of  1830.  That  was  the  main  motive. 
It  was  from  a  disposition  to  effect  a  satisfactory 
adjustment  that  it  was  done;  for  the  new  States,  for 
the  reason  be  bad  given,  were  entitled  to  Fomething 
more  than  the  old — but  whether  it  should  be  10  or 
12 i  per  cent*  would  be  a  subject  for  considera- 
tion.] 

Bar.  Cut  of  Alabama  said  he  perfectly  under- 
stood the  Senator's  motive  in  the  matter  alluded  to, 
be  knew  it  was,  at  least  in  part,  on  account  of  the 
more  rapid  increase  of  population  in  the  new  than 
the  old  States,  that  he  proposed  to  allow  them  more 
than  was  granted  by  the  compacts  for  their  admis- 
sion into  the  Union.  He  was  also  satisfied  that  the 
same  inducement  for  the  discrimination  still  exist- 
ed, and  he  hoped  the  new  States  would  still  go  on 
I  -in  population  in  the  same  ratio  they  had 
the  census  of  1830.     Mr.  C.  by  no 


m^ans  objected  to  the  discrimination  in  their  favor 
—it  was  just  and  fair  not  only  on  the  ground  stated 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  but  also  on  the  other 
ground  which  he  (Mr. Clay  oflAlabama)  had  alluded 
to.  Wha  be  meant  to  say  was,  that  the  additional 
twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  could  as  properly 
be  allowed  to  the  new  Stales  under  the  bill 
of  the  Senator  from  Sou  h  Carolina,  as  under 
that  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  Under  the 
latter  the  deduction  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent, 
was  first  made  in  behalf  of  the  States  in  which  the 
lands  were  situated,  and  then  a  distribution  made  of 
the  remainder  amongst  all  the  S'ates,  on  terms  of 
equality.  So,  he  contended,  under  the  bill  ceding 
the  lands,  it  was  no  less  just  that  the  new  States 
should  be  allowed  the  additional  twelve  and  a  half 
per  centum;  for  under  its  provision?,  too,  the  inha- 
bitants of  those  States  would  pay  all  the  money  for 
the  lands,  which  went  into  the  general  Treasury,  as 
well  as  increase  more  rapidly  in  population  than 
the  old  States;  and  although  it  was  not  divided 
amongst  the  several  States,  they  all  shared  in  it  as 
equally,,  for  it  enured  lo  their  common  benefit,  by 
exempting  them  proportionately  from  that  amount 
of  taxation.  What,  then,  Mr.  C.  asked,  will  be 
left  to  the  new  States,  above  the  payment  and  de- 
ductions stated?  Probably  not  more  than  five  per 
cent.  Then,  sir,  this  is  the  amount  of  the  sacrifice, 
if  any,  that  is  proposed  by  the  bill  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina;  and  it  must  be  apparent  that, 
so  far  from  being  a  donation,  as  heretofore  alleged, 
it  is  a  sale,  and  for  an  adequate  consideration. 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  President,  that  great  Ion  has 
been  apprehended  in  another  respect.  It  is  as- 
sumed, in  the  first  place,  that  the  entire  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  millions  of  acres  intended  to  be 
ceded  aie  worth,  and  will  ultimately  command  the 
present  minimum  price;  and,  in  the  next  place, 
that,  under  the  power  of  graduation,  the  States 
wojld  sell  them  greatly  below  their  value.  A  re- 
mark or  two  will  be  sufficient  to  show  that  both 
these  assumptions  are  erroneous.  It  is  altogether 
unfair  to  suppose  that  the  entire  quantity  of  this 
laud  would  ever  be  sold  for  any  price;  and  it  is  still 
more  improbable  that  it  would  all  bring  $1  25  per 
acre,  if  ever  sold.  We  know  from  the  official  do- 
cuments that  a  large  portion  of  it  has  been  in  mar- 
ket without  finding  a  purchaser  for  periods  of  fif- 
teen and  twenty  years,  and  some  of  it  thirty  and 
forty  years.  We  know,  too,  that  a  great  deal  of  it 
consists  of  mountains,  swamps,  and  pine  barrens, 
that  would  never  command  ten  cents  an  acre:  in- 
deed, it  is  certain  that  some  of  it  would  never  be 
received  as  a  donation,  as  it  might  impose  on  the 
donee  the  responsibility  of  paying  taxe*.  Very  lit- 
tle would  be  sold  annually;  and  I  am  safe  in  say- 
ing that  a'l  would  not  be  sold  in  a  century.  It  is 
obvious  that  such  land,  as  I  have  truly  described 
much  of  it  to  be,  would  never  be  purchased  at  the 
minimum,  when  we  have  such  a  boundless  extent 
of  rich,  fresh  soil,  that  can  be  bought  at  the  same 
price. 

Another  consideration,  worthy  of  notice,  is  the 
large  annual  eipense  of  keeping  up  our  land  sys- , 
tern — a  deduction  which  should  manifestly  be  made 
to  determine  the  nett  value  of  this  property.  The 
committee  which  had  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion at  the  last  session,  taking  all  these  things  into 
view,  estimated  the  present  cash  value  of  the  whole 
at  (26,400,000.  They  also  went  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  land  might  all  be  sold  in  a  period  of 
eighty  years,  which,  as  I  have  already  intimated, 
was  going  too  far.  The  sum  of  twenty -six  millions 
four  hundred  thou f and  dollars,  at  six  per  cent,  in- 
terest, would  produce  $1,584,000  annually,  which 
in  eighty  years  would  amount  to  Al26.720.000  in 
interest  alone;  added  to  the  principal  it  would 
make  the  aggregate  $153,120,000.  Thus  we  see 
that  this  apparently  bin  all  sum,  at  low  interest, 
would  almost  amount  to  the  average  of  one  dollar 
an  acre  within  the  time  stated.  An  average  of 
seventy-five  cents  an  acre,  which  is  above  all  rea- 
sonable expectation,  would  make  the  aggregate 
sum  received  amount  to  $120,000,000— being 
$6,720,000  below  the  interest  alone  on  the  sum  es- 
timated by  the  committee.  It  is  then  manifest  that 
the  opponents  of  the  bill  bare  greatly  magnified 
and  overestimated  the  value  of  the  property  in 
question*    Itwould  be  better  to  receive  the  sum 


estimated  by  the  committee  now,  than  to  obtain  any 
probable  price  after  the  lapse  of  so  many  years. 
As  lo  the  apprehension  that  the  States  would  re* 
duce  the  price  too  rapidly,  it  is  equally  unfounded. 
It  would  be  sgaiost  their  interest  to  do  so,  more  es- 
pecially if  the  lands  were  as  valuable  as  gentlemen 
supposed;  and  they  would  be  restrained  from  such 
a  course  by  the  restrictions  of  the  bill  en  their  pow- 
er of  graduation.  The  land  must  have  been  in 
market  unsold  ten  years  before  it  can  be  re- 
duced to  $1  an  acre;  it  must  then  remain  unsold,  at 
that  price,  five  years  longer,  before  it  can  be  re- 
duced to  seventy-five  cents,  and  the  reduction  of 
price  continues  in  that  ratio  every  additional  five 
years.  There  is  no  danger  of  loss  in  this  respect; 
the  objection  would  be  more  plausible,  that  the  re» 
duction  of  price  is  too  slow,  and  postpones  too  long 
the  receipt  of  its  real  value. 

Sir,  another  objection  against  the  proposed  ces- 
sion is  the  want  of  power.  Mr.  C.  aiked,  can  this 
difficulty  be  seriously  entertained  by  those  who  have 
examined  the  subject?  Does  not  the  Constitution 
provide  that  "Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose 
of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations,  re- 
pecting  the  territory  or  other  property  of  the  United 
Stated"  Regarding  the  cession  as  a  sale,  there  can 
certainly  be  no  doubt,  whether  it  be  for  cash,  or  on 
credit;  for  we  have  given  our  sanction  to  both 
modes  in  practice.  Nor  can  it  be  denied,  that  we 
have  as  much  power  to  sell  to  States  as  to  indivi- 
duals. The  Constitution  does  not  prescribe  to 
whom,  nor  in  what  manner,  we  may  "dispose  of*' 
"the  territory,  or  other  property  of  the  United 
States,"  but  gives  us  a  broad  discretion  to  "make 
all  needful  rales  and  regulations"  respecting  it;  and 
we  have  exercised  it  in  almost  every  possible  man- 
ner by  sales  and  donations.  We  certainly  have 
power,  too,  to  employ  whatever  agent  we  may 
think  proper  in  the  disposition  of  the  public  pro* 
perty— a  Slate,  as  well  as  an  individual— and  it  most 
be  admitted  there  is  more  safety  in  the  former,  than 
the  latter  kind  of  agency— by  the  one  we  hare  lost 
nothing,  by  the  other  we  have  lost  millions. 

Again,  said  Mr.  C.  it  has  seen  urged  against  mis 
bill  tbat  it  would  establish  the  relation  of  creditor 
and  debtor  between  the  General  Government  and 
the  new  States;  and  the  most  frightful  consequences 
have  been  shadowed  forth  by  the  imag  nations  of^ 
gentlemen  as  likely  to  result  from  it.  They  have* 
told  us  that,  although  the  bill  did  not  make  a  do- 
nation in  terms,  that  owing  to  the  course  which 
the  States  would  pursue,  and  their  failure  to  com* 
ply  with  the  conditions  of  their  compacts, 
it  would  become  so  in  effec*.  Heart-burnings,  die* 
content,  and  even  the  danger  of  disunion,  had  been 
alluded  to  as  likely  to  flow  from  this  measure.  Mr. 
C.  said,  he  appealed  to  every  gentleman  to  say, 
whether  the  new  States  had  not  hitherto  observed 
their  compacts  with  the  General  Government?  He 
appealed  to  every  honorable  Senator,  whether 
they  had  done  any  thing  to  warrant  the  insinua- 
tions that  bad  been  uttered  against  their  good  faith 
in  the  course  of  this  debate?  He  asked  on  what 
terms  the  new  States  had  been  admitted  into  the 
Union?  Go  to  tb<*.  acts  providing  for  their  admis- 
sion, and  you  will  find  they  were  required  to  pass  an 
ordinance,  irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  Con* 
greds,  disclaiming  all  righi  and  title  to  the  waste 
and  unappropriated  lands  lying  within  their  limits} 
that  no  tax  shall  be  imposed  on  lands  the  property 
of  the  UnitedlStates;  that  every  tract  of  land  after- 
wards sold  by  the  Government  shall  remain  free 
from  taxation,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  for  the 
term  of  five  years  from  and  after  the  respective 
days  of  the  sale  thereof;  and  that  land  belonging 
to  non-residents  shall  never  be  taxed  higher  than 
those  of  resident  citizen?,  besides  other  condi- 
tions, which  need  not  be  recited.  These,  air, 
were  some  of  the  conditions  extorted  from 
them  as  the  price  of  their  admission  into  the  Unon, 
notwithstanding  they  were  promised  admission  en  a 
footing  of  perfect  equality,  in  all  the  rights  of  sove- 
reignty, freedom,  and  independence.  The  General 
Government  retained  »he  power  to  sell  the  unap- 
propriated land  within  the  States,  and,  of  course, 
virtually  undertook  to  perform  that  duty.  When 
was  this  10  be  done?— never?  Was  it  not  the  spirit 
of  the  compact,  that  it  was  to  be  done  in  a  reasona- 
ble time,  and  for  its  fair  value?    Tnu  certainly 
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cannot  be  controverted;  for  it  cannot  be  supposed 
that  one  Government  would  willingly  agree  for  its 
domain  to  be  held  exempt  from  taxation  and  im- 
provement interminably  by  another.  Well,  iir, 
what  is  the  fair  value  of  property?  It  it  the  price 
it  may  possibly  command  a  quarter  or  half  century 
henee?  or  is  it  not,  as  the  Senator  from  Souih  Ca- 
rolina [Mr.  Calhoun]  justly  remarked,  the  other 
day,  the  price  it  will  command  in  cash  at  the  pre- 
sent? This  is  the  true  test  of  value,  by  the  com- 
mon consent  of  all  butiness  men.  And  has  the  Ge- 
neral Government  performed  the  conditions  of  this 
compact  according  to  its  spirit.  On  the  contrary, 
in  despite  of  the  memorials  which  have  been  sent 
ben  annually  for  the  last  twelve  or  fifteen  years, 
by  the  Legislatures  and  the  people  of  the  new 
States,  appealing  to  yoor  justice,  and  call- 
ing on  yon  to  fulfil  your  agreements,  have 
not  millions  of  acres  of  the  most  inferior  qua- 
lities been  held  up  from  sab-— some  twenty,  some 
thirty  years,  and  some  still  longer — because  it 
would  net  command  the  same  price  yon  receive 
for  your  richest  alluvial  soils?  Yes,  sir,  it 
is  undeniable:  and,  during  all  this  time,  those 
lands  have  remained  unsettled,  unimproved,  un- 
productive, and  exempt  from  taxation.  Yet  every 
new  State  has  observed  goed  faiih  in  the  perform- 
ance of  the  condition*  imposed  on  her.  I  am 
not  aware  of  a  single  violation  on  the  part  of  any 
one  of  them.  Is  not  this  a  sufficient  test  of  fidelity 
to  satisfy  the  most  incredulous  and  skeptical?  And 
does  it  not  afford  an  unquestionable  sua  ran  ty  that 
the  same  Governments  will  faithfully  perform 
whatever  they  undertake?  Sir,  sustained  by  such 
facts,  1  feel  warranted — nay  I  feel  called  upon,  to 
repel  the  unjustifiable  insinuations  which  have 
ben  been  made  against  them.  However,  to  obviate 
conclusively  any  objection  on  this  ground,  it  has 
been  suggested  by  a  friend  or  the  bill,  [Mr.  Se- 
vier,] that  the  65  per  cent,  payable  to  the  United 
States,  shall  at  once  be  paid  by  the  purchaser  to 
to  an  officer  of  this  Government.  If  gentlemen 
think  it  safer  to  trust  individual  agents,  when  they 
have  so  often  swindled  us,  rather  than  the  States 
which  never  have,  (and,  I  may  add,  never  will,)  be 
it  so — the  friends  of  the  measure  will  cheerfully  ac- 
quiesce in  the  modificaticn. 

But,  sir,  the  bill  itself  contains  the  best  answer 
'to  thisobjection,ani  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  It  provides,  "ihat  on  a  failure  to  comply 
with  any  of  the  above  conditions,  (iho>e  before 
enumerated,)  or  a  viola1  ion  of  the  same,"  &c.  the 
cession  made  to  the  State  failing  to  comply,  &c 
"shall  thereby  be  rendered  null  and  void.11  la 
this  provision  there  is  an  ample  remedy,  even  in 
the  event  any  one  of  the  States  should  tarnish  her 
escutcheon  by  a  breach  of  good  faith.  By  the 
same  clause  it  is  further  declared,  that  "all  grants 
or  titles  thereafter  made"  by  such  State,  shall  be 
"null  and  void;  and  of  to  effect  whatever." 
Hence,  should  such  a  remote  contingency  happen, 
as  that  which  seems  to  be  apprehended.the  Judicia- 
ry would  have  jurisdiction;  and  could  peacefully 
and  effectually  settle  the  question. 

Gentlemen  have  objected  to  the  inequality  with 
which  the  benefits  of  this  measure  would  be  dis- 
tributed amongst  the  different  States;  and  have 
have  dwelt,  more  especially,  upon  the  small  quan- 
tities of  the  public  domain,  remaining  unsold 
in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  the 
large  quantities  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas:  thence, 
they  argue  that  the  latter  would  be  vastty  benefited 
while  the  former  would  be  very  little.  Now,  sir, 
this  view  of  the  subject  is  evidently  founded  on  the 
idea  that  the  bill  proposes  donation  *  and  not  sales 
to  the  States.  Enough  has  already  been  said  upon' 
the  subject  to  satisfy  the  Senate  that,  if  the  States 
gain  any  thiog  above  what  has  been  proposed 
in  other  schemes,  it  wonld  be  but  a  paltry,  diffe- 
rence. If  gentlemen  wish  to  expend  their  com- 
plaints «nd  animadversions  on  inequalities  amongst 
the  States,  I  would  turn  their  attention  to  a  more 
striking  class — to  tho*e  under  which  the  younger 
member j  of  the  confederacy  now  labor.  Behold 
them,  sir,  not  only  without  the  power  to  sell  the  un- 
appropriated domain,  but  cut  off*  from  the  ordinary 
*o»rc*8  of  revenue,  without  the  power  to  tax, 
in  some  instances,  half  the  lands  within  their 
limits.  Let  them  bear  in  mind,  too,  that  this  state 
of  things  exists  under  the  solemn  declaration  by 


Congress  that  they  shall  be,  and  that  they  have  all 
been  admitted  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal States  in  all  respects  whatever.  How  long 
it  will  continue  to  exist,  Heaven  only  knows— but 
perhaps  interminably,  nnless  the  price  shall  be 
graduated  according  to  the  quality  of  the  soil.  Yet, 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  consider  the  General 
Government  a«  having  been  wondrous  kind  to  the 
new  State.*;  and  one  of  them  has  illostrated  his 
views  by  comparing  the  former  to  a  kind  guardian, 
and  the  later  as  its  wards.  Let  us  test  the  conduct 
of  the  General  Government  by  thejprinciples  appli- 
cable to  such  a  ease.  Suppose  a  guardian,  having 
possession  of  his  ward's  estate,  were  to  require  him 
to  surrender  a  portion  on  his  arrival  at  full  age,  as 
a  condition  precedent  to  his  enjoyment  of  the  ba- 
lance; would  it  not  be  regarded  prima  fade  as  a 
fraud?  Who,  as  a  judge  or  juror,  would  look  with 
any  forbearance  on  such  a  transaction?  And  is 
there  not  a  strong  analogy  between  such  a  case  and 
the  course  pursued  by  this  Government  as  their  po- 
litical guardian  toward  the  new  States,  upon  their 
admission  into  the  Union — when  they  are  required 
to  surrender  a  portion  of  their  sovereignty,  that 
they  may  enjoy  the  remainder. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C.  one  of  the  best  features  in  the 
measure  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, is  that  it  goes  furihtr  than  any  other  hitherto 
offered  to  remove  speedily  the  just  complaint  of  in- 
equality, to  which  I  have  leferred,  and  to  place  the 
new  States,  in  truth  and  fact,  somewhat  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  older  members  of  the  Union. 
It  is  the  theory  of  our  system  that  the  States  should 
be  equal  in  sovereignty.  Under  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation they  had  the  same  weight  in  Con  crew- 
each  of  them  having  one  vote.  And  under  the 
existing  Constitution  the  principle  has  been  so.  far  . 
preserved  that  they  all  stand  upon  a  footing  of  per- 
fect equality  in  the  Senate.  It  is  certainly  not  less 
just  that  they  should  have  equal  rights  of  sove- 
reignty within  their  own  limits.  If  they  cannot  be 
placed  on  that  footing  at  ence,  they  have  a  right  to 
claim  the  adoption  of  some  measure  which  will 
put  an  end  to  their  present  inequality  within  a  rea- 
sonable time. 

This  measure  should  be  acceptable  to  all  parties, 
more  especially  to  the  opponents  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, on  another  ground:  it  will  go  far  to 
diminish  Executive  patronage,  against  which  we 
have  heard  such  repeated  denunciations  for  many 
years  past.  It  witl  take  from  the  Executive  the 
appointment  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  re- 
gisters and  receivers,  and  six  surveyors  general, 
with  their  numerous  deputies  and  subalterns,  now 
dispersed  throughout  the  new  States,  at  an  annual 
expense  of  more  than  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. It  has  been  main'ained  that  very  extensive' 
and  dangerous  influence  has  been  exercised  through 
the  instrumentality  of  so  many  dependent;;  and 
that  such  might  be  the  case,  may  be  readily 
imagined.  I  hopo  the  enemies  of  Executive  patron- 
age will  avail  themselves  of  this  occasion  to  evince 
their  sincerity,  and  vote  for  a  proposition  which 
.will,  to  a  considerable  extent,  remedy  the  evil  of 
which  they  complain. 

The  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Sooth  Caro- 
lina also  challenges  the  support  of  the  friends  of  re- 
trenchment. Independently  of  the  large  amount  of 
expenditure,  which  I  have  already  noticed  as  inci- 
dent to  the  district  land  offices,  and  the  other  ma- 
chinery at  present  required  by  the  system,  we 
*hould  take  into  the  estimate  the  time  which  is  oc- 
cupied at  every  session  of  Congress  in  the  conside- 
ration of  the  numerous  memorials,  claims,  and 
o'her  applications  connected  with  the  public 
land?.  The  committee  which  bad  this  sub- 
ject before  them  at  the  last  session,  supposed 
that  the  passag*  of  the  bill  "would  probably 
diminish  the  business  of  Congress  a  third,  or  a 
fourth,  and  shorten  the  sessions  in  the  same  propor- 
tion;19 and,  it  seems  to  me,  the  experience  and  ob- 
servation of  every  gentleman  who  has  been  here 
for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  will  fully  sustain  that 
opinion.  And,  if  we  take  the  lowest  estimate  of 
the  committee,  is  it  not  apparent  that  it  would  save 
the  expenditure  of  several  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars annual  1) ?  Then,  sir,  it  is  a  retrenchment  mea- 
sure, and  we  have  a  right  to  expect  the  support  of 
all  the  friends  of  economy  and  reform. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C.  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  givin 


my  preference  to  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Soath ' 
Carolina  over  any  other  that  has  yet  been  submit- 
ted to  the  8enate.  The  people  of  the  States,  j*. 
eluding  the  public  land,  desire  the  privilege  of  pre. 
emption  to  be  extended  to  the  enterprising  settler, 
who  goes  into  the  wilderness,  gives  it  the  imprest  of 
civilization,  aod  renders  it  productive:  this  bill  em- 
braces that  principle.  The  same  people  desire  tat 
graduation  and  reduction  of  the  price  of  iaferior 
lands  which  have  been  in  market,  and  remained  un- 
sold, ten,  twenty,  thirty,  and,  in  some  instances, forty 
years,  that  they  may  find  purchasers  who  will  im- 
prove and  cultivate  them,  and  augment  the  re- 
sources of  their  States:  that  principle,  too,  is  em- 
braced by  this  hill. 

They  are  unwilling  that  this  Government  should 
continue  tw  be  their  perpetual  landlord,  holding  vast 
domains  within  their  limits  exempt  from  taxation, 
and  yielding  nothing  for  their  benefit  or  that  of  the 
Union.  They  wish  to  be  assured  of  some  proba- 
ble terminination  to  their  present  state  of  colonial 
dependence.  This  measure  responds  to  those  senti- 
ment*. If  it  should  become  a  law,  it  wUl  stint 
definitively  the  numerous,  intricate,  and  perplexing 
questions,  which  are  almost  incessantly  agitating 
the  councils  of  the  nation,  and  producing  collision 
and  controversy  between  the  old  and  the  new  States. 
I  submit  the  question  to  this  enlightened  body, 
whether  such  results  be  not  desirable.  The  har- 
mony of  the  Union  was  one  of  the  principal 
grounds  on  which  the  States  were  pressed,  and 
upon  which  they  ultimately  agreed  to  sarrender 
portions  of  their  territorial  claims.  It  is  a  subject 
no  less  worthy  of  consideration  now;  and  mast 
ever  be,  so  long  as  uthe  s'ablity  of  the  genual 
Confederacy"  remains  desirable. 

Sir,  I  will  detain  the  Senate  with  but  one  single 
further  remark.  Whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  par- 
pose  of  gentlemen,  in  regard  to  the  bill  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  I  trust  they  will,  at 
least,  prefer  it  to  that  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, than  which,  in  my  opinion,  no  other  met* 
sure  has  ever  been  brought  forward  here  more  pre- 
judicial to  the  interests  of  the  new  States,  or  more 
dangerous  to  the  welfare  of  the  Union  itself. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  REYNOLDS, 

OF  ILLINOIS. 
In  the  Home  tf  Rtfracntatixes,  December  24, 1840- 
On  the  following  instructions  which  he  presented 
to  the  House:  '-That  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands  report  a  bill  to  grant  proaptcfot  pre- 
emptions to  actual  settler?,  and  to  reduce  the 
price  to  settlers  according  to  the  value  of  the 
land;" 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  having  the  floor,  said: 
Mr.  Speucsr:  1  consider  it  my  duty  to  my  "con- 
stituents" to  present  this  subject  to  the  House,  and 
to  the  people.  There  is  no  subject  that  is  so  inte- 
resting to  the  people  of  Illinois,  and  particularly 
to  the  district  in  that  State  which  I  have  the  bona 
to  represent,  as  that  of  the  proper  disposition  of 
the  public  domain.  All  other  subjects  dwindle  into 
insignificance  in  comparison  with  this;  and  as  I  am 
well  acquainted  with  the  feelings,  wants,  and 
wishes,  of  the  people  I  represent,  on  this  subject,  1 
would  be  derelict  in  my  duty  to  them,  and  be  on- 
worthy  of  the  high  trust  which  they  have  reposed 
in  me,  were  I  to  remain  inactive  on  this  subject  at 
this  or  any  other  session  of  Congress.  I  am  well 
aware  that  this  subject,  with  many  members  »w 
House,  is  extremely  unpopular.  Many  persons  re- 
siding in  the  old  States,  and  perhaps  some  members 
in  this  House,  consider  the  public  lands  belonging 
to  them,  as  much  so  as  their  own  plantations  on 
which  they  reside.  To  such  people  as  »•*»  1 
would  be  pleased  to  speak.  Reason  and  faeu 
would  convince  them  that  they  are  to  terror. 
They  are  laboring  under  a  misapprehension  of  ma 
subject.  These  lands  were  ceded  to  the  Geaeral 
Government  at  a  time  when  the  nation  was  em- 
barrassed with  a  public  debt,  occasioned  by  *• 
war  of  the  Revolution.  They  were  acquired  prm- 
cipalJy  to  relieve  the  country  from  this  emDt#2* 
ment,  and  to  settle  and  improve  them,  as  other 
sections  of  the  Union.  That  these  lands  ***** 
quired  principally  to  secure  the  payment  of  m 
great  national  debt  existing  at  that  time  8gain*« 
Government,  is  established  by  the  following  reset* 
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tion,  or  act  of  the  old  Congress,  which  passed 
April.  1784: 

"Jbatfotrf,  That  the  same  subject  (the  cession  of 
the  public  lands)  be  again  presented  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  said  States — that  they  be  urged  to  consi- 
der that  the  war  is  now  brought  to  a  happy  termi- 
nation, by  the  personal  services  of  onr  soldiers,  the 
supplies  of  property  by  onr  citizens,  and  loans  of 
money  from  them,  as  well  as  foreigners.  These  se- 
veral creditors  have  a  right  to  expect  (hat  funds 
shall  be  provided  on  which  they  may  rely  for  in- 
demnification; that  Congress  still  think  that  vscant 
territory  is  an  important  resource,  and  that  there- 
fore, the  said  Slates  be  earnestly  pressed,  by  imme- 
diate and  liberal  cessiocs,  to  forward  these  neces- 
sary ends,  and  to  promote  the  harmony  of  the 
Union." 

This  public  domain  was  never  designed  by  the  ori- 
ginal contracting  parties,  or  by  the  acts  of  cession,  to 
become  the  private  property  of  individuals  ur  indivi- 
dual Stotes.  They  were  acquired  for  two  great  objects; 
first,  to  secure  the  national  debt,  and  in  the  next 
place  to  improve  and  settle  them  by  the  American 
people.  One  great  object  of  (heir  acquisition  being 
accomplished— the  payment  of  the  national  debt — 
they  are  now  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  dispose 
of  them  as  they  may  deem  just  and  proper  to  ad- 
vance the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

[Mr.  Evkrett  having  called  Mr.  Reynolds  to 
order,  the  Spcakxr  observed  that  he  was  not  out 
of  order,  and  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  proceed.] 

Mr.  R.  said  :  I  knew  well  that  the  gemleman 
from  Vermont  desires  every  thing  to  be  in  strict 
order  and  form.  I  complain  not  of  tbi*.  This 
exact  adherence  of  technical  order  and  form  is 
born  with  some  individuals.  On  (hose  principles 
for  which  the  gentleman  professes  so  much  attach- 
ment, I  hope  to  be  able  to  convince  him  that  I  am 
right,  and  that  he  will,  in  the  end,  support  my  pro- 
position. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  consider  I  am  in  duty  bound  to 
say  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lauds  and  to 
this  House,  that  I  mean  no  disrespect  to  the  com- 
mittee by  moving  and  advocating  these  instruc- 
tion?. Such  instructions  are  not  uncommon.  It 
frequently  becomes  necessary  to  move  and  adopt 
them.  I  deem  it  necessary  and  proper  on  ibis  oc- 
casion. The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  have 
had,  to  my  knowledge,  on  former  occasions,  and 
no  doubt  have  now,  numberless  memorials  and  re- 
solutions submitted  to  them  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  lands,  and  the  same  permitted  to  remain 
with  them  without  action.  1  pretend  nc  t  to  say 
this  will  be  the  case  at  this  session;  yef,  at  any  rate, 
as  this  is  an  interesting  subject,  I  deem  it  my  duly 
to  present  it  to  the  House  in  tkismanner,  and  at  this 
early  period  of  the  session.  I  have  been  laboring 
with  assiduity  to  obtain  an  opportunity  to  present 
to  the  House  a  bill  with  the  following  title,  to  wit: 
•*A  bill  to  grant  prospective  pre-emptions  to  settlers, 
and  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands  to 
settlers  according  to  the  value  of  the  lands;" 
but  cannot  succeed  as  yet.  I  was  prevented  once 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard.] 
This  be  had  a  right  to  do,  and  of  which  I  complain 
not.  He  wishes  to  debate  a  proposition,  and  he  can, 
as  I  know  well,  make  an  excellent  written  speech. 

These  are  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  move 
these  instruction?,  and  which  will  be  satisfactory,  I 
hope,  to  the  House  and  the  committee 

There  are  two  propositions  contained  in  these 
instructions— one  for  prospective  pre-emptions,  and 
the  other  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands  to 
settlers  according  to  the  value  of  the  land.  The 
various  modes  and  manner  of  carrying  out  these 
propositions  are  left  t»  the  judgment  and  discretion 
of  the  committee.  Tne  principles  of  ihF.se  mea- 
sures I  wish  to  see  settUd  at  once  by  the  House. 

It  is  not  strange  or  unreasonable  that  my  consti- 
tuents and  myjelf  feel  such  a  deep  interest  and  ex- 
treme anxiety  on  this  subject.  Suppose  the-  old 
Slates  were  prevented  from  taxing  the  soil 
within  their  limits,  and  were  even  compelled 
to  a*k  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
permission  to  locate  a  road  within  their  limits 
on  the  public  lands.  What  would  their  people 
and  members  say  on  the  occasion?  Would  not 
their  members  laboring  under  this  oppression  raise 
a  clamor  in  this  Hoa*e,  that  could  not,  and  ought 


not  to  be  resisted?  Suppose,  by  some  act,  I  will 
not  say  wise  or  unwise,  the  Bay  State,  for  example, 
had  bartered  off  her  sovereign  power  to  tax  her  soil, 
and  nevertheless  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the 
country  had  guarantied  to  her  at  the  same  time 
that  she  should  remain  in  the  Union,  "having  the 
the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  inde- 
pendence as  the  other  Slates."  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, would  her  citizens  or  representatives 
in  Congress  remain  silent  and  satisfied  spectators 
of  their  own  dependence  and  vassalage?  I  pre- 
tend not  to  say  they  would  violate  their  honor  and 
honesty  in  nullifying  the  act  that  caused  their  de- 
gradation; bat  1  do  say  they  would  t«y  all  honora- 
ble means  to  relieve  their  country  from  this  condi- 
tion, and  place  themselves,  as  the  God  of  nature 
had  done,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  rest  of  the 
American  people,  and  the  American  States. 

This  equality  cf  condition  and  standing  with 
the  original  Stales,  is  ail  I  ask  for  my  constituent;, 
and  1  ask  it  to  be  granted  to  them  on  honorable 
and  honest  principles.  Their  rights  on  this  sub- 
ject are  bas^d  on  the  fair  and  honest  construction 
of  the  original  cession  acts,  and  the  equitable 
and  common  sense  understanding  of  the  pledges 
of  the  General  Government,  given  in  various  ac's 
of  Congress. 

In  the  cession  act  of  Virginia  is  contained  this 
provision:  'That  the  States  so  formed  shall  be 
distinct  Republican  States,  and  admitted  members 
of  the  Federal  Union,  having  the  same  rights  of  so- 
vereignty, freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  other 
State*." 

The  following  is  the  provision  containeJ  in  the 
set  or  "resolve"  of  Congress  of  March,  1784,  to 
wit:  "Which  S.ates  shall  hereafter  become  mem- 
bers of  the  Federal  Union,  and  have  the  same 
rights  ef  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence, 
as  the  original  Slates." 

This  extraordinary  provision  is  contained  in  the 
act  of  Congress  of  18ih  April,  1818,  authorizing 
the  Territory  of  Illinois  to  form  a  State  Govern- 
ment, to  wit:  "And  the  said  State,  when  formed, 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  on  the  same  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  what- 
ever." 

Givicg  the  cession  act,  and  the  several  acts  of 
Congress  on  this  subject,  a  fair  and  equitable  con- 
struction, what  will  be  the  conclusion?  •  Will  any 
candid  man  believe  that  the  State  of  Virginia—a 
State  that  has  been  »o  signally  characterized  for  her 
liberality  and  enlightened  policy — had  the  least  in- 
tention, at  the  time  she  made  this  liberal  and  gene- 
rous cession  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  to  the 
General  Government,  that  the  States  formed  in  this 
territory  should  be  on  a  dependent  and  different  foot- 
ing with  "ihe  original  States."  If  the  policy  of 
Virginia  had  been  as  oppressive  as  that  practised 
bv  the  General  Government  on  the  new  States, 
Kentucky  would  nut  yet  have  finished  payiog  for 
her  lands.  If  this  were  the  policy,  the  people  of 
Kentucky  would  have  been  compelled  to  pay  fcr 
their  lands,  as  those  States  north  of  the  Ohio  river 
have  to  do  at  tbii  time. 

It  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt,  because  the  expres- 
sion is  clear  and  explicit  to  the  contrary,  and  the 
fair  and  honest  construction  of  the  ac's  of  Con- 
grcs»  will  also  compel  cs  to  come  to  the  same  con- 
clusion. 

It  is  a  fundamental  principle  laid  down  by  the 
most  enlightened  and  intelligent  statesmen  and 
law  writers,  that  a  sovereign  State  or  Government 
ha*  no  power  to  deprive  itself  of  any  of  its  essen- 
tial attributes  of  sovereignty.  Any  alicna'ion  of 
the  sovereignty  of  a  Government  which  would  de- 
prive that  Government  of  its  ordirary  action  for  the 
good  of  the  people,  would  be  null  and  vi  id.  The  rights 
of  eminent  domain  must  be  preserved  in  a  State,  or 
else  it  would  cease  to  be  a  Government  of  such 
sovereign  power  as  would  enable  it  to  act  for  the 
gcod  of  the  people. 

The  taxing  powrr  in  all  Governmen's  is  an  es- 
sential attribute  of  sovereignty,  and  falls  most 
manifestly  wihin  the  above  rule.  The  conclusion 
cannot  be  reris'.ed,  that  any  act  by  which  a  so- 
vereign Siate  is  deprived  of  the  taxing  power,  is 
null  and  void. 

If  the  State  of  Illinois  were  to  levy  a  tax  on  all 
the  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  the  subject 


of  the  sovereignty  of  the  State  would  thereby  he 
presented  to  this  nation  in  an  attitude,  which,  in 
my  humble  judgment,  would  secure  success  to  the 
State.  The  reasonable  and  common  sense  con* 
struction  of  the  doctrine  of  State  rights,  would  al- 
so furnish  an  argument  jo  favor  of  the  Sta'e,  that 
would  be  unanswerable  and  irresistible.  This  ap- 
pendage to  the  General  Govern ment,of  our  stupen- 
dous land  system,  weighs  like  a  mill  stone  around 
the  neck  of  the  States.  It  is  .giving  the  General 
Government  a  patronage  which  the  framers  of  our 
Constitution  never  intended;  and  the  sooner  the 
Government  can  be  released  from  it,  on  equitable 
principles,  the  better  for  the  whole  nation. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  above,  I  have  no  idea 
that  the  State  of  Illinois  will  adopt  any  policy  in 
relation  to  ibis  subject  that  will  be  harsh  or  uncon-' 
stitutional.  They  have  confidence  in  the  honesty 
and  integrity  of  the  American  people,  and  will  wait 
for  the  ordinary  action  of  the  Government  to  do 
them  justice.  The  people  of  Minois  regard  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  the  Union  above  all  earthly 
considerations,  and  will,  under  the  influence  of 
this  reason,  retain  themselves  within  the  bounds  of 
moderation,  and  a  proper  regard  for  self-govern- 
ment. Nevertheless,  under  these  circumstances, 
and  bavin*,  as  they  believe,  justice  and  the  laws 
of  the  land  on  the  side  of  the  people,  is  it  strange 
or  unreasonable,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  they  should 
feci  a  great  snxiety  on  this  subject,  and  should  de- 
sire the  subject  to  be  urged  on  the  consideration  of 
Congress  at  all  suitable  and  proper  times  and  oc- 
casions. 

Were  the  people  of  the  new  Slates  to  take  fire 
for  their  rights,  as  the  Southerners  do  when  an  . 
Abolition  petition  is  seen  with;n  the  walls  of  this 
Capitol,  this  land  subject  would  have  been  settled 
long  since.  Were  a  convention  cf  all  the  new 
Sta'es  assembled,  and  make  it  a  common  cause 
among  themselves  as  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Proppit 
of  Indiana]  suggested  the  other  day,  the  subject 
would  by  these  n.eans  be  quieted  down,  and  justice 
done  ns.  This  mode  of  assembling  together  is 
proper  and  constitutional;  and  if  justice  be  not  done 
the  new  States,  I  hesitate  not  to  say  it  will  be  re- 
sorted to.  Yet,  in  Illinois,  it  will  be  satisfactory 
to  the  people  at  the  present  time,  as  far  as  I  am 
advised,  to  have  the  lands  reduced  in  price  accord- 
ing to  their  value,  and  sold  under  the  prospective 
pre-emption  system. 

There  can  be  nothing  more  just  and  equitable 
for  both  the  General  and  State  Governments  than 
the  permanent  establishment  of  prospective  pre- 
empt iocs.  In  the  first  place,  they  are  to  be  con- 
fined to  a  limited  and  small  quantity  cf  the  public 
domain,  to  wit:  one  quarter  section.  This  quanti- 
ty will  afford  a  man  in  moderate  circumstances  a 
small  farm  on  which  to  settle  himself  and  to  raise 
his  family.  In  the  next  place,  it  is  confined  to  the 
actual  settler  and  to  none  others.  This  is  also  just 
and  proper;  as  the  country  is  then  settled  and  im- 
proved,.and  the  public  lands  not  squandered  off  to 
non-residents  and  speculators.  And,  in  the  third 
place,  the  revenue  ot  the  Government  is  not  in- 
jured, but  improved.  . 

The  following  exhibit  from  the  General  Land 
Office  shows  the  amount  of  sales  from  1st  July, 
1838,  to  30th  November,  and  the  average  price  per 
acre.  So  it  will  be  seen  that  the  lands  sold  at  a 
very  small  fraction  more  than  the  minimum  pre  emp- 
tion  price: 


Land  Districts  in  Illinois. 


Amount  of  acre*  and  pur- 
chase money  from  1st  Ju- 
ly. 1833,  to  30th  Nov.  1810. 


StUK    " -•>■'"* -L 

Edward  uTtllo, 

Km-i  lrim| 

Pah-  -lit i.-. 

Spr  inert?  Irl, 

Vaudilta, 

Danville, 

QuinC), 

Chicago, 

Galrna,  (now  DJion,) 


Aggregate*, 


Averse  price  per  acre 
each  period, 


91,745  ST. 

vermes 

SH,2flB  i  a 

esiaaae 

j  i  L. ;;r.».u> 


2,l01hM&,4& 


Average 

price  pr. 

acre. 


feJ>7.r-.iN>  r»S 

S>J.W0  11 
&£5673  *1 

1^1,170  ac. 

377  AM  Cf 
517,736  n 


•2,671,746  76  §1  27  1 


tl  27.10 


11  27  3 
1  2&0 
I  26D 

i  a&o 

1  256 
L264 
I  261 
1  26  I 
1  34  9 
1  250 
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The  additional  settlement  and  improvement  of 
the  country  by  meansjof  these  pre-emptions,  would 
increase  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  with  much 
more  advantage  to  the  revenue  than  ihe  small  loss 
of  a  fraction  of  a  few  cents  per  acre  would  injure  it. 

Pre  emptions  have  been  found  just  and  equitable. 
The  Government  has  so  considered  it,  as  we  see, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  that  policy  has  prevailed  until  it 
has  ripened  into  a  system.  Yet,  what  is  strange, 
the  trouble  and  expense  of  granting  temporary  pre- 
emptions have  been  continued  in  Congress  to  the 
present  time.  The  prospective  system  which  I  have 
proposed  in  the  instructions,  is  much  better  than 
the  other,  in  every  respect.  It  will  be,  amongst 
other  things,  a  great  saving  to  the  Government  to 
cease  legislating  on  the  subject,  and  at  the  same 
..time  it  will  cecure  certainty  and  stability  to  the  ac- 
tual settler.  The  time  can  be  allowed  for  one  or 
two  years  from  and  after  the  time  the  improve- 
ments and  settlements  are  made,  so  that  the  pre- 
emptor  can  remain  secure  and  in  peace  on  his  im- 
provement until  the  time  expires.  In  that  time, 
the  cultivator  will  be  enabled  to  procure  the  neces- 
sary amount  of  money  to  purchase  his  farm.  This 
will  increase  the  settlement  of  the  country,  and  at 
the  same  time  increase  also  the  revenua  arising 
from  Ihe  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  astonished  to  find  so  many 
individuals  in  the  old  States,  who  are  utterly  op- 
posed to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  their  younger 
sisters  in  the  Confederacy.  The  whole  Union 
is  composed  of  the  same  common  people,  and  each 
ofight  to  be  preud  of  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
the  others.  This  is  the  case  of  many  of  the  liberal 
and  enlightened  citizens  of  the  Union:  bnt  the  cold 
and  benighted  policy  of  some  is  to  retard  and  pre- 
vent the  increase  of  wealth  and  population  of  the 
new  States.  Tbey  say,  the  new  States  drain  the 
wealth  and  population  from  the  parent  stock,  and 
thereby  become,  in  a  short  time,  mighty  empires. 
Moreover,  the  strange  and  unfounded  assertion  is 
made,  that  it  is  by  the  liberal  and  enlightened  po- 
licy of  the  General  Government,  that  new  Slates 
grow  and  prosper  in  such  an  unparalleled  manner. 

"Mark  now,  how  plain  a  tale  shall  put  these 
assertions  down." 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  true,  that  no  country  on 
.the  globe  has  prospered,  and  increased  in  wealth 
and  population  in  such  extraordinary  manner,  as 
the  State  of  Illinois  has  done  within  a  few  years  past. 
The  great  increase  of  the  popular  vote  given  at  the 
Presidential  election  in  November  last,  was  as- 
tonishing to  the  people  of  the  State,  as  well  as  to 
those  out  of  it.  It  amounted  to  ninety-three  thou- 
sand and  thirteen  votes.  The  reason  of  all  this  is 
not  what  Congress  has  done /or  the  State;  but  is  to 
the  action  of  an  infinitely  h  12  her  power  that  we 
ascribe  the  cause  of  our  prosperity  and  happiness. 
It  is  the  natural  fertility  of  the  soil,  the  great 
number  of  navigable  streams  surrouoding  and  in- 
.ttfsecting  the  State  in  all  directions,  and  the  conge- 
nial and  salubrious  climate  of  the  country,  that 
have  all  conspired  to  render  this  State  the  most 
desirable  residence  for  the  masses  of  mankind  of 
any  other  country  on  earth.  I  may  add  further, 
that  our  State  has  not  only  there  advantages,  but 
is  located  on  the  shore  c»f  one  of  the  great  inland 
seas,  and  has,  with  these  facilities,  the  means  of 
cariying  her  product*  to  either  the  Southern  or 
Northern  markets  in  a  few  days.  One  more  fact, 
and  then  the  whole  foundation  of  our  growth  and 
prosperity  is  exhibited  to  the  world;  and  that  is  that 
*  ao  involuntary  servitude"  does  exist  in  our  State. 

It  must  also  be  recollected  that  the  whole  valley 
of  the  Mississippi  presents  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  fertile  regions  of  country  on  the  glebe.  It  is 
almost  three  thou* and  milts  in  diameter  in  every 
direction,  and  i's  fertility  unequalled.  This  whole 
region  is  fast  filling  up  with  population  and  wealth, 
and  to  earthly  power  can  an  est  it.  The  die  is 
cast;  the  old  States  must  surrender  at  the  discretion 
of  jastict  in  a  few  years.  When  the  old  States  are 
filled  up  to  overflowing  with  their  hardy  working 
population,  and  their  workshops  and  factories  are 
crowded  so  as  to  injure  and  oppress  the  inmates, 
then  we  will  give  tbem  a  hearty  welcome  ia  the 
West,  and  place  them  in  prosperity  on  the  patrimo- 
nial estate  of  the  nation. 


Let  us  turn  our  attention  to  the  subject,  and  fee 
what  Congress  has  done  for  Illinois.  It  is  true 
that  Congress  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  permit 
us  to  remain  in  the  Union;  and  this  is  about  all  the 
blessings  we  have  received,  as  far  as  my  recollec- 
tion serves  me,  from  that  quarter.  We  have  had 
granted  to  us  some  of  our  own  soil,  which  was 
appropriated  either  for  national  objects,  or  to  en- 
hance the  value  of  the  rest  of  the  public  lands,  and 
to  expedite  the  sales  of  the  same.  And  in  return, 
what  have  we  done?  Tne  people  in  the  West  found 
the  ccunrry  a  wilderness,  inhabited  and  surround- 
ed by  savage?.  With  labor  and  hardship,  perse- 
vering through,  and  overcoming  all  perils  and  dan- 
gers, they  improved  the  country,  and  reclaimed  it 
from  its  original  wild  state.  This  was  no  easy 
matter  to  accomplish.  Many  of  the  best  men,  and 
the  most  choice  spirits,  perished  in  the  progress  of 
the  work.  Sickness,  and  the  danger  of  the  Indian 
enemy,  were  frequently  visited  on  the  pioneers  of 
the  West;  and,  on  many  occasions,  death  was  the 
result.  While  the  people  of  the  West  were  expe- 
riencing all  these  hardships  and  privations  in  set- 
tling and  improving  the  country,  the  other  class  of 
citizens  in  the  old  S  ates  was  enjoying  the  blessings 
and  luxuries  of  a  civilized  life,  surrounded  with  all 
the  comfons  and  enjoyments  of  when  man  is  sus- 
ceptible. With  our  enterprise  and  labor  we  have 
made  roads,  public  and  private  improvements 
throughout  the  country;  so  that  by  our  work* 
hardships,  peril,  and  toil,  we  have  given  to 
the  public  lands  almost  all  the  value  tbey  pos- 
sess. What  has  been  the  consequence?  Lands  be- 
ing thus  made  valuable,  were  purchased  with  rapi- 
dity; almost  all  the  money  in  circulation  in  the 
S:ate  was  paid  into  the  land  ofl'ces,  and  scarcely 
one  dollar  of  it  ever  returned  Very  rarely  has 
there  been  anjr  disbursements  of  the  public  money 
on  national  works  or  otherwise  in  the  State. 
Heavy  drains  of  money  out  of  the  country, 
and  no  return,  is  the  policy  under  which  we  have 
been  laboring  in  Illinois  for  many  years.  It  is  the 
great  natural  advantages  of  the  country  that  has 
sustained  us  under  these  circumstances,  and  not 
the  liberality  or  generosity  we  have  experienced 
from  the  General  Government. 

The  following  exhibit  from  the  General  Land 
Office  will  show  the  amount  of  moneys  received 
from  the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  within  her  limits: 

Payments  into  the  Treasury  from  sales  in  Illi- 
nois/rom  the  commencement  of  the  sales  to 
31  Dec  1834  -  -  #3,519,268  78 

1835  -     -       2,461,125  03 

1836  -     -       3,705,013  93 

1837  -  -  1,075,239  73 
1638  -  -  818.923  32 
1839     -     -       1,460,525  65 

30  Sep.  1840     -     -        528,883  01 

#13  568,979  45 

The  above  large  aniount  of  money  was  paid  by 
the  citizens  of  Illinois  to  snstain  the  Treasury  »f 
the  United  States,  where,  at  the  same  time,  the  ci- 
tizens of  the  old  8tates  paid  not  one  cent  into  the 
Treasury  under  a  similar  system  of  taxation.  We 
consider  it  unjust  to  be  taxed  for  our  lands  when 
the  citizens  of  the  old  States  had  their  lands  for 
little  or  nothing.  Nevertheless,  1  am  not  disposed 
to  array  in  hostile  altitude  one  section  of  the  Union 
against  another.  Justice  will  be  done  us.  We 
have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  honesty  and  in- 
telligence of  the  American  people.  Time  and  in- 
vestigation will  do  justice  on  the  occasion,  and  that 
is,  in  fac»,  all  that  we  in  the  least  desire  on  this  or 
any  other  subject. 

The  pre-emption  laws  are  for  the  peculiar  bene- 
fit of  the  poor  man;  and  I  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  party  all  over  the  Union,  who  have  figured  so 
conspicuously  and  with  such  success,  in  the  recent 
campaign  of  log  cabins  and  coon  skins,  will  now 
come  to  the  relief  of  the  tenants  of  log  cabins,  and 
carry  out  in  pract'ee  their  professions.  In  the 
heart  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  is  a  log  cabin, 
decorated  in  the  usual  'tyle,  with  coon  skins  and  a 
canoe  on  top;  one  in  Mobile,  and  one  in  this  city. 
These  cabins,  with  a  thousand  others  over  the 
Union,  stand  as  so  many  monuments  of  prefeaU 


friendship  and  attachment  for  the  poor  sua, 
These  demonstrations  cannot  be  denied,  and  ihe 
poor  man  will  expect  the  party  who  have  promwed 
so  much  in  this  manner,  to  redeem  their  pkoW 
A  failure  to  perform  now,  in  grantiog  the  pre^ap! 
tion  rights,  will  be  considered  by  thereat  log  *£ 
tcmntt  as  abusing  their  confidence. 

it  is  so  manifestly  just  and  right  ia  all  respects 
to  grant  prospective  preemptions,  that  I  will  submit 
the  subject  to  the  House,  and  examine  in  a  very 
brief  manner  the  other  proposition— 4he  red octiot  of 
the  price  of  the  public  lands  according  to  their  rata. 
This  proposition  appears  so  self-evident  to  tee 
comprehension  of  all  mankind,  and  issoiatiamiel/ 
connected  with  (he  plain  principles  of  common 
sense,  which  are  recognised  by  the  whole  nasi  of 
the  people,  that  it  seems  to  me  it  needs  ao  eloeida- 
tion  whatever.  All  I  wish  is  for  the  land  to  be 
sold  according  to  its  value;  and  that,  too,  to  edaat 
settlers  in  limited  parcels. 

It  is  frequently  stated  that  the  whole  coMtry 
West  is  fertile,  and  that  the  minimum  price  is  cheap 
for  the  worst  quality  of  these  lands.  This  is  a  mis- 
apprehension of  facts.  Although  there  are  great 
quantities  of  good  land  in  the  West,  yet  ia  mur 
of  the  new  States  and  Territories  there  is  also  math 
of  an  inferior  quality,  which  is  almost  entirely 
valueless.  In  some  of  these  States  and  Territory 
there  are  barren  mountains,  and  in  others  swamp* 
and  inundated  lands  near  the  great  rivers.  The* 
are  not  common;  but  when  tbey  do  exist  it  is  just 
and  right  that  this  inferior  quality  of  land  thould 
be  sold  as  well  as  the  other,  m>  thai  settlement*  may 
be  formed  throughout  the  whole  country.  To 
fettle  and  improve  ihe  country  was  one  of  the  slip*, 
lations  of  the  Government,  when  it  acquired  tail 
territory,  and  to  carry  out  this  policy  is  the  honest 
performance  of  the  contract. 

The  transactions  of  the  Government  ia  relation 
to  the  public  soil  must  be  regulated  by  theconuaoa 
sense  course  observed  amongst  mankind.  Then 
can  be  no  mystery  or  miracle  practised  by  the  Go* 
vernment  so  as  to  sell  the  public  lands  different,  or 
adverse  to  the  common  sense  of  the  people.  Let 
us  test  the  subject  before  us  with  the  notions  and 
actions  of  business  men.  Suppose  an  individual 
has  articles  to  sell— land  if  you  please— and  hen 
in  truth  and  in  fact  desirous  to  make  sales,  having 
need  for  the  money,  and  not  at  all  wanting  tat 
article  which  he  has  for  sale,  as  it  is  with  the 
case  of  the  United  States.  After  offering  the  arti- 
cle, or  land,  for  a  reasonable  time,  at  public  auction, 
and  at  private  sale,  and  finds  no  purchasers,  whit 
does  he  do?  It  requires  no  book  education  to  sty 
what  to  do.  He  reduces  the  price,  and  redoofi 
until  a  sale  is  effected.  It  is  not  the  seller  alone 
that  regulates  prices,  it  is  the  general  reuse  of  naa* 
kind  in  relation  to  money,  which  ia  the  standard 
that  fixes  the  prices  of  all  things.  Therefore  tht 
Government  alone  has  no  power  to  fix  an  arbitis* 
ry  price  on  the  public  lands  higher  than  public 
opinion  will  justify,  and  that  too  under  U* agree- 
ment entered  into  at  the  time  these  lands  wen 
ceded  to  the  United  States. 

It  will  be  se«n,  by  the  following  table  from  ihe 

General  Land  Office,  the  time    the  pabu'e  lands 

have  been  in  market  in  Illinois: 

Lands  remaining  unsold  in  Illinois  on  ike  Vfr  tf 

June,  1840,  that  wore  brought  into  mmktt,*4*U 

at  public  sale,  during  the  fallowing  pet  iods.mx: 

am 
From  30th  June,  1806,  to  30th  June,  1810,  •  *  A& 
"  30th  Jane,  1815,  to  30th  June,  1820,  •  •  4£tOtfO 
"  30;h  June,  1823,  to  30th  June,  1825;  •  •  3,40* 
"  30th  June,  1826,  to  30th  June,  1830,  .  •  t<*gf 
"  30ih  June,  1830,  to  30th  June,  1836,  -  •  WgR 
"     30th  June,  1835,  to  30th  June,  1840,       -      •     Wg 

ft  appears  from  the  above  official  statemeat,  teal 
a  considerable  quantity  of  land  has  remained  is 
market,  in  Illinois,  for  thirty-tire  years.  Is** 
lands  have  remained  in  market  f#r  sale  for  acre 
than  half  the  period  of  our  national  existence,  sad 
are  yet  "unsold  in  Illinois  on  the  30th  of  Jane, 
1840 1"  Is  this  complying  with  the  fair  and  eqeit* 
ble  understanding  of  the  contract  made  at  the  tie* 
these  lands  were  acquired?  These  lands  teum  i* 
the  hands  of  the  Government  unsettled  and  eahf 
proved,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  country. 

I  may  further  add,  that  the  Gowameni  **■» 
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iu  need  of  the  proceeds  c  f  ihe  sales  of  these  lands. 
By  a  fair  and  reasonable  redaction  of  the  price 
these  lands  would  sell;  and  thereby  the  Treasury  of 
the  Uoiied  States  be  improved  and  benefited. 

In  every  possible  bearing  of  this  subject,  and 
every  consequence  considered,  it  seems  to  be  just 
and  right  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands  to 
actual  settlers,  according  to  their  quality  and  value. 

I  pretend  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  dictate  to  the 
committee,  or  to  this  House,  the  mode  and  manner 
of  ascertaining  the  real  value  of  these  lands.  There 
may  be  various  modes  adopted;  but  that  which 
teems  to  me  the  most  reasonable  and  practical,  is 
to  judge  the  quality  and  value  according  to  the 
time  the  lands  have  been  in  market.  I  do  not  ex- 
pect or  solicit  the  indiscriminate  reduction  of  the 
price  of  all  the  public  lands  before  they  are  offered 
in  market.  Nor  do  I  expect  them  reduced  nmil 
they  are  offered  tor  sale  during  a  reasonable  time 
under  the  present  system. 

I  am  not  alone  in  these  sentiments.  President 
Jackson,  in  his  fourth  annual  message,  delivered 
Dec.  4, 183 i,  presses  thi»  subject,  in  a  very  forcible 
manner,  on  the  attention  of  Congress  and  the  na- 
tion. The  same  recommendations  w*re  hear  i!y 
followed  up  by  Mr.  Van  Buxen,  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate,  and  urged  on  Congress. 

I  will  present  to  the  House  an  extract  from  the 
above  message  of  General  Jackson,  which  will  ex- 
hibit his  sentiments  on  this  subject  in  a  very  ener- 
getic manner,  to  wit: 

"It  seems  to  me  to  be  out  true  policy  that  the 
public  lands  ahall  cease,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to 
be  a  source  of  revenue,  and  tbat  they  be  sold  to  set- 
tiers  in  limited  parcels,  at  a  price  barely  sufficient 
to  reimburse  to  the  United  States  the  expense  of  ihe 
present  system,  and  the  cost  arising  under  our  In- 
dian compacts.  The  advantages  of  accurate  sur- 
veys and  undoubted  titles,  now  secured  to  pur- 
chasers, seem  to  forbid  the  abolition  of  the  present 
system,  because  none  can  be  substituted  which  will 
more  perfectly  accomplish  these  important  ends. 
I  lis  desirable,  however,  tbat  in  convenient  time  this 
machinery  be  withdrawn  from  the  States,  and  tbat 
the  right  of  soil  and  the  future  disposition  of  it,  be 
surrendered  to  the  States,  respectively,  in  which  it 
lies. 

"Toe  adventurous  and  hardy  population  of  the 
West,  besides  contributing  their  equal  share  of  tax- 
ation under  our  impost  system,  have,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  our  Government,  for  the  lands  they  occu- 
py, paid  into  the  Treasury  a  large  portion  of  forty 
millions  of  dollars;  and  of  the  revenue  received 
therefrom,  but  a  small  part  has  been  expended 
among  them.  When,  to  the  disadvantage  of  their 
situation  in  ibis  respect,  we  add  the  consideration 
tbat  it  is  their  labor  alone  which  gives  real 
value  to  the  lands,  and  that  the  proceeds  arising 
from  their  sale  are  distributed  chief)/  among 
States  which  had  not  originally  any  claim  to  them, 
and  which  hare  enjoyed  the  undivided  emolument 
arising  from  the  sale  of  their  own  lands,  it  cannot 
be  expected  that  ihe  new  State*  will  remain  longer 
contented  with  the  present  policy  after  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt.  To  avert  ths  consequences 
which  may  be  apprehended  from  this  cause,  to  put 
an  end  forever  to  all  partial  and  interested  legisla- 
tion on  this  subject,  and  to  afford  to  every  Ameri- 
can citizen  of  enterprise,  the  opportunity  of  secur- 
ing an  independent  freehold,  it  seems  to  m;,  there- 
fore, best  to  abandon  the  idea  of  raising  a  future 
revenue  out  of  the  public  lands." 

I  will  also  bring  to  the  consideration  of  this 
House,  ihe  views  of  Mr.  Vao  Buren  on  ihe  subject 
of  the  graduation  of  the  price  of  the  public  Unds. 
They  are  .contained  in  his  message  of  the  2d  De- 
cember, 1839,  to  wit: 

"The  passage  of  the  graduation   law,  with  the 

guards  before  recommended,  would  a'so,  I  am 

persuaded,  add  considerably  to  the  revenue  for  si- 

•  veral  years,  and  prove,  in  other  respects,  just  and 

beneficial. 

"Yoor  early  consideration  of  the  subject  is, 
therefore,  once  more  earnestly  requested.*' 

These  sentiment*,  both  emanating  from  such 
Mthori'y,  must  have  great  influence  in  the  adjust- 
ment of  this  question.  The  exalted  station  which 
they  both  occupied  at  different  periods,  gave  them 


the  opportunity  to  contemplate  the  subject  with 
calm  disinterestedness,  and  to  give  such  judgement 
therein  as  will  have  much  weight  and  influence 
with  their  countrymen. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  believe  it  cannot  be  found  in 
the  history  of  any  nation,  save  that  of  the  United 
States,  where  the  public  domain  has  been  sold  to 
the  people  at  so  high  rates,  as  in  our  own  country. 
Good  grounds  may  have  existed  for  this  policy 
when  we  were  emerging  from  a  most  severe  contest 
in  the  Revolution,  and  when  we  were  weak  in 
numbers  and  wealth  at  the  time  we  commenced 
our  national  existence.  These  limes  and  circum- 
stances have  all  passed  away.  This  nation,  in 
population  and  in  wealth,  at  this  time,  bears  no 
comparison  to  itself  in  former  days.  It  needs  no 
revenue  from  the  public  lands,  but  should  derive 
its  resources  from  an  improved  and  wealthy  coun- 
try. The  real  wealth  and  prosperity  *f  the  nation 
is  not  found  in  the  acres  of  the  public  lands  held  by 
a  doubtful  title;  but  its  real  wealth  and  resources 
are  based  on  an  improved  and  cultivated  country, 
inhabited  by  an  honest  and  industrious  popula- 
tion. This  is  the  wealth  and  prosperity  which 
the  nation  will  experience,  by  extending  to 
the  West  a  wi?e  and  liberal  policy  in  the 
adjustment,  and  in  the  proper  disposition  of 
he  public  lands.  So  soon  as  these  measures  are 
accomplished,  and  the  whole  country  in  the  West 
is  occupied  by  farmers,  residing  on  ibeir  own  free- 
holds, there  will  exist  a  political  mllenium.  After 
ibis  subject  is  settled,  no  common  cause  of  dissatis- 
faction can  exiit,  not  any  other  general  question 
can  arise  that  can  agitate  the  whole  couo.tr/,  a? 
the  present  subject  of  ihe  public  lands  does. 

I  sincerely  hope  these  times  may  soon  be  expe- 
rienced in  our  country;  and  for  their  advancement, 
and  their  happy  consummation,  I  depend  on  the 
good  sense  and  honesty  of  the  American  people. 

A  decisive  vote  of  this  House  approving  of  these 
Instructions,  would  be  a  considerable  step  towards 
the  proper  and  equitable  adjustment  of  this  ques- 
tion, and  be  hailed  in  my  district  in  Illinois,  as  the 
harbinger  of  good  times  and  good  feelings. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  TURNEY, 

OF  TENNESSEE, 
In  thi  House  of  Representatives,  January  15,  1841— 

In  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  for  the  re- 

lief  of  Nathaniel  Goddard,  Thomas  H.  Perkins, 

and  others. 

Mr.  Chaisman:  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Saltinstall]  the  other  day,  when  1  in- 
quired of  him  respecting  one  of  the  petitioners, 
Thomas  H.  Perkins,  seemed  to  deny  my  rghi  to  do 
so,  and  doubted  the  propriety  of  answering  my  in- 
quiry, on  the  ground  that  it  was  irrelevant  to  the 
case,  and  improper  in  itself,  and  that  his  answer 
could  not  and  ought  not  to  have  any  influence  up- 
on the  question.  In  order  that  the  House  may 
JQdgeofth?  relevancy  and  propriety  of  tny  ques- 
tion, I  will  read  from  the  Intelligencer  the  ques- 
tion 1  propounded,  and  his  answer,  as  they  are  re- 
ported in  that  paper: 

"Mr.  Turkey  rose,  and  said  he  wished  Mr.  Saltonbtall  to 
inform  him  whether  the  Thomas  H.  Perkins,  who  appears  to 
be  one  of  the  |»rties  interested  in  this  bill,  was  the  same  Thos. 
II.  Perkins  who  was  one  of  a  committee  sent  by  the  Hartford 
Convention  to  Washington,  in  1814,  to  ask  Mr.  Madison  to  re- 
sign the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

"Mr.  SALTONSTALLxaid  he  did  not  recognise  the  right  of  the 
gentleman  to  put  such  a  question;  nor  was  he  certain  that  he 
ought  to  answer  it;  it  was  irrelevant  to  the  case,  ami  improper 
in  itself,  and  the  answer  to  it  could  not  properly  have,  and  ouafu 
n<>t  to  have,  any  Influence  on  the  question  before  the  House. 
This  House,  the  country,  and  the  gentleman  himself,  knew 
vesy  welt  who  Thoni&s  H.  Perkins  was.  The  Thomas  H. 
Perkins  who  is  a  party  in  the  present  claim  is,  probably,  the 
Thomas  H.  Perkins  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman;  but  he  was  , 
as  pure,  as  virtuous,  as  honorable,  as  highnuDded,  and  enpatri' 
otic  a  man  as  the  country  contained. " 

Now,  I  submit  to  the  House  whether  this  in- 
quiry was  not  relevant  and  proper,  and  whether 
the  answer  of  the  gentleman  does  not  elucidate 
the  merits  of  the  question  before  the  House.  What 
is  the  question?  It  is,  as  1  understand  it,  that,  not- 
withsanding  the  ship  Ariadne  had  violated  the  laws 
of  the  United  Stales  in  having  on  board  a  British 
license,  and  was  therefore  legally  and  rightfully 
condemned,  yet  the  petitioners  claim  that  the 
amount  of  the  forfeiture  accruing  to  the  Govern- 


ment for  the  vessel  and  her  cargo  eught  to  be  re- 
funded  to  them,  because  the  petitioners  were  igno- 
rant of  the  law,  and  acted  in  good  faith  to  the  Go- 
vernment. If  this  were  true,  there  would  be  some 
equity  in  the  claim.  To  establish  these  facts,  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Sergeant]  and 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  [Mr. 
Ru  sell]  and,  also,  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Saltonstall]  all  directed  the  whole 
force  of  their  arguments.  Whether  they  succeed- 
ed in  convincing  the  House,  I  am  unable  to  tell; 
but  I  can  say,  that  they  did  not  satisfy  me.  How 
are  we  to  ascertain  whether  the  petitioners  had  a 
knowledge  of  the  lavs?  And  how  are  we  to  ar- 
rive at  iheir  intentions  in  violating  those  laws? 
The  fact  is  not  only  proven,  but  admitted  by  the 
petitioners  themselves,  tbat  the  ship  and  cargo  had 
been  forfeited  by  its  owners,  and  legally  and  pro- 
perly condemned.  Further,  the  fact  thai  Cadiz, 
the  Spanish  port  to  which  the  ship  was  bound, 
was  known  to  be  in  possession  of  the  British, 
h»s  not,  and,  I  presume,  will  not  be  denied. 
That  this  cargo  of  flour  was  used  by  the  British 
forces,  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  war  between 
England  and  the  United  Stales.  If  this  flour  was 
furnished  to  the  Bri'ish  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  existence  of  the  war,  and  with  an  intention  to 
aid  and  assist  the  enemy,  it  was  treason  against  our 
Government,  for  which  the  petitioners,  instead  of 
being  relieved  by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  deserved 
to  be  hung  until  they  were  dead.  Then,  sir,  the 
intention  with  which  the  petitioners  carried  on  ibis 
illegal  trade  with  a  hostile  nation,  becomes  a  most 
important  inquiry  in  the  consideration  of  this  bill. 
The  acts  of  men  serve  as  an  index  to  their  secret 
thoughts  and  designs.  If  the  petitioners  were 
shown  to  be  patriotic  friends  of  their  country  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war  of  1812,  it  would  go  far  to 
prove  the  absence  of  a  criminal  intent  in  prose- 
cuting their  commercial  transactions.  But  if,  an 
the  contrary,  it  should  be  shown  that  they  were  in 
the  constant  habit  of  affording  to  the  enemy  all  the 
aid  end  assistance  in  their  power,  it  would,  in  my 
judgment,  be  conclusive  evidence  of  treason  The 
object  of  my  inquiry  was  to  ascertain  whether  Per- 
kins (one  of  ihe  petitioners)  supported  his  Govern- 
ment during  the  war,  or  whether  be  was  in  any  wise 
connected  or  identified  with  the  Hartford  Conven- 
tion. 

It  having  an  important  bearing  on  the  merits  ol 
the  question  now  before  the  House,  I  wished  to 
know  whether  he  sanctioned  or  approved  the  treason- 
able designs  and  proceeding*  of  ibis  ever  memora- 
ble convention.  If  so^  and  I  expect  to  prove  it  be-' 
fore  I  take  my  seat,  io*iead  of  regarding  htm  "as 
pure,  as  virtuous,  as  honorable  and  as  h'ghmmaed, 
and  as  patriotic  a  man  as  the  country  contained,"  I 
shall  not  hesitate  to  denounce  him  as  a  traitor  to 
American  liberty,  and  not  entitled  to  sympathy  or 
relief  from  freemen. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Salti'NSTall]  admits  that  one  ot  the  pe- 
titioners is  the  identical  Thomas  H.  Perkins  who 
was  ot  the  committee  sent  to  this  city  in  1814  by 
the  Hartford  Convention,  to  ask  Mr.  Madison  to 
resign  the  office  of  President  of  tbe  United  States* 
Now,  sir,  before  I  inquire  into  the  merits  of  that 
famous  convention  of  which  Mr.  Perkins  was  the 
advocate,  aud  afterwards  one  of  its  missionaries  to 
Washington,  I  propose  to  examine  the  part  be  took 
in  ihe  earlier  stages  of  the  war.  I  think  I  shall  be 
able  to  show  tbat  be  was  virtually  engaged  in  a 
conspiracy  against  his  Government  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  to  the  time  tbat  the  news  reached  . 
him  of  ihe  treaty  of  peace,  and  the  no  doubt  still 
more  unwelcome  news  to  him,  the  overthrow  of 
bis  British  friends  at  New  Orleans.  Here  let  me 
remark  that  this  news  reached  him,  while  acting  as 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  tbe  Hartford  Conven- 
tion. I  now  hold  in  my  hand  a  document,  the 
title  of  which  is  "Whigsby  is  Federalism,"  pre- 
pared with  great  care  and  accuracy  by  two  highly 
respectable  gentlemen  of  Massachusetts,  for  which 
they  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of 
their  countrymen,  and  I  now  sincerely  tender 
mine;  they  are  Charles  G.  Greene  and  B.  F.  Hal- 
lett,  esqs.  From  this  document,  I  hope  to  establish, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  this  House,  that  Mr.  Perkins 
is  one  of  the  last  men  in  the  Union  who  should  ask 
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or  expect  to  receive  any  favors  at  the  hands  of  his 
conn  try.  I  will  call  your  attention,  sir,  to  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph: 

"In  the  Massachusetts  Senate,  Oetobei  8th,  1614,  Harrison 
Gray  Otis  reported  the  bill  for  the  Hartford  Convention,  which 
was  carried,  22  to  12.  Its  principal  advocates  were  Messrs. 
Oiu,  Qaincy,  and  White,  all  now  Whigs  Of  those  who  voted 
for  it,  there  aro  now  living  Jusiah  Qufncy,  President  of  Har- 
vard University,  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  Thomas  H.  Pshkins, 
and  Daniel  Sergeant,  of  Boston." 

Here,  sir,  we  find  Mr.  Perkins,  in  the  Senate  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  voting  for  the  Dart- 
ford  Convention.  The  objects  and  df  rgn  ef  ihat 
convention  I  will  show  be!  ore  1  shall  resume  my 
seat;  for  ihe  present,  I  will  proceed  with  Mr.  Per- 
kins. We  next  find  him  voting  for  a  resolution 
which  declared,  that  in  a  war  like  the  present, 
(1812,)  waged  without  justifiable  cause,  it  was  not 
becoming  a  moral  and  religious  people  to  express 
any  approbation  ef  military  exploits.  Sir.  he  did 
not  stop  at  this:  be  went  further,  and  voted  fur  a 
report  of  a  committee,  which  is  as  follow?: 

"The  resolve  of  the  13th  of  June  is  in  Itself  highly  correct 
and  expedient  to  form  the  grounds  of  constitutional  opposition 
and  patriotic  discouragement  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 

••This  passed,  20  to  8;  and  the  survivors  who  voted  for  it 
were  Josish  Quincy,  Thomas  H.  Perkin$%  Samuel  Putnam, 
Silos  Hoi  man,  Daniel  A.  White,  S.  C.  Allen,  Solomon  Strong, 
Nahuni  Mitchell,  and  .Umra  Richardson,  of  Dedham— all  but 
Mr.  Allen  prominent  Harrison  men,  and  all  now  holding  Whig 
Siato  offices,  three  of  them  being  judges  in  the  land." 

The  sentiment  expressed  in  this  report  is,  that  it 
is  constitutional  to  oppose,  and  patriotic  to  dis- 
courage, the  prosecution  of  the  war — a  high-:oned 
Federal  sentiment — it  is  even  more — it  is  ihe  senti- 
ment of  a  Tory.  This  is  Federal  patriotism  for 
you,  and  I  am  free  to  admit  that  Mr.  Perkins  has 
as  much  of  that  kind  of  patriotism  as  any  man  in 
the  whole  country.  Yes,  sir,  to  oppose  ihe  pr<  se- 
dition of  the  war  was  considered  conMitutior.al  and 
patriotic— it  was  so  established  by  the  Federal  par- 
tv  in  their  legislative  enactments  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts— and  it  is  no  doubt  the  kind  of  pa- 
triotism to  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts alludes  in  bis  eulogium  on  the  character  of 
Mr.  Perk  its;  if  so,  I  think  it  well  bestowed.  Even 
after  the  war  was  over,  so  late  as  1824,  when  there 
was  scarcely  a  division  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
war,  Mr.  Perkins's  patiinUtn  remained  the  same  as 
it  was  when  he  sailed  bis  vessel  under  a  British  li- 
cense. It  was  in  that  year  that  the  Democratic 
party  electted  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  and  an  attempt  was 
made  to  rtlteve  the  journal  of  tho^e  disgraceful 
resolves  which  nad  been  placed  upon  it  eleven 
years  before.  A  few  lines  icjd  from  this  valuable 
document,  will  show  the  part  Mr.  Perkins  acted: 

January  17, 1824,  "That  the  resolve  of  the  15  hof  June,  1813 
and  tho  preamble  thereof,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  EX- 
PUNGED from  tho  journals  of  the  Senate." 

The  survivors  who  voted  against  the  expunging,  are  Thomas 
H.  Perkins  and  Peter  C.  Brooks  of  Boston. 

Here,  sir,  we  see  that  Mr.  Perkins  acted  in  ac- 
cordance with  his  old  Federal  feelings  and  princi- 
ples. In  opposition  to  the  Democratic  party  in  the 
effort  to  expunge  the  disgraceful  resolution  that  it 
was  unbecoming  a  moral  and  religious  people  to 
rejoice  at  their  country's  victories,  he,  true  to  the 
Federal  rany,  and  uncompromising  in  his  hostility 
to  the  Republican  measures  of  ihe  Government, 
reiterated  one  of  the  most  odious  sentiments  that 
evtr  received  the  rancticn  of  lrgislative  enactment 
in  this  country.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  whole  of  his  ca- 
reer, so  far  as  the  history  of  the  limes  brings  it  to 
my  view,  ho  has  been  uniform  and  consistent  in 
opposing  the  best  interests  ol  his  country.  He  was 
at  first  kind  and  liberal  in  supplying  the  British 
with  provisions  in  direct  violation  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States;  and  in  the  next  place  aided  and 
abetted  the  treasonable  assemblages  at  Hart- 
ford, in  their  unholy  efforts  to  destroy  the 
Government.  Yet  we  are  told  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maf?schiisett5,  [Mr.  Salton- 
stall]  that  Mr.  Perkins  is  as  patriotic  as  any 
man  in  the  countiy!  The  gentleman  must 
mean  in  the  whole  country  of  Masi achusctt?,  and 
with  particular  reference  to  the  Federal  party  in 
that  State;  for  I  am  certain  that  his  remark  would 
not  apply  to  Tennessee.  Nor  do  1  imagine  that 
any  person  in  the  Slate  of  Massachusetts  would 
endorse  the  eulogy  which  has  bsen  pronounced 
upon  Mr.  Perkins  on  this  floor,  unless  it  be  by 
those  whose  opinions  corresponded  with  those  who 


voted  for  the  resolutions  which  declared  it  constitu- 
tional to  oppose,  and  patiotic  to  discourage,  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.  In  this  kind  of  patriotism 
I  am  free  to  admit  that  Mr.  Perkins  has  few  rivals 
of  equal  pretensions. 

I  will  prove  to  the  House  that  it  was  not  only 
held  to  be  patriotic  to  supply  the  enemy  with  money 
and  provisions,  and  every  other  aid  and  assistance 
which  could  be  afforded,  but  it  was  regarded  by 
the  patiio's  of  the  Federal  school  as  disgraceful 
and  infamons  to  afford  aid  to  the  Government  in 
prosecuting  the  war.    I  will  read  the  proof  of  this. 

[fJerc  Mr.  Tcbney  read  from  the  Olive  Branch 
at  follows:] 

•'At  this  awful  moment  the  disorganising,  the  Jacobinical  idea 
was  not  unfrequently  advanced  in  our  coffee  houses  and  in  our 
streets,  that  the  war  having  been  beguaby  the  Democrats,  they 
must  carry  Hon;  that  they  had  no  right  to  call  on  the  Federal 
ists  for  assibtance,  which  the  tatter  ought  not  to  afford;  that  if 
the  Democrats  compromised  the  honor  and  interest  of  their 
country  by  dishonorable  peace,  the  Federalists  should  take  the 
power  out  of  their  hands,  and  then  contend  for  the  violated  ho- 
nor and  dignity  of  the  country;  that  the  British  aould  not,  nor 
consistently  with  a  regard  to  their  honor,  ought  they  to  treat 
with  sir.  Madison,  who  should  be  compelhd  to  resign;  with  a 
vast  variety  of  the  same  patriotic  docrinca,  which  were  public- 
ly promulgated  in  some  of  our  newspapers.  At  the  same  time 
a  few  desperate  men  were  preparing  to  add  to  the  general  dis- 
tress and  dim  cully  by  a  dissolution  of  the  Union." 

S  r,  thus  needs  no  elaborate  comment  from  me. 
It  was  asserted  to  be  a  war  commenced  by  the  De- 
mocrats, that  the  Democrats  should  carry  it  on,  and 
that  they  had  no  right  to  call  on  the  Federalists  for 
assistance,  and  that  none  ought  to  be  afforded  by 
the  latter.  Thus,  according  to  the  Federal  creed,  it 
was  not  a  natimal,  but  a  Democratic  war;  and 
pursuing  the'  same  mode  of  reasoning,  it  was  pa- 
triotic in  the  Federalists  to  refuse  lending  money  to 
Government,  and  to  discourage  enlistments  of  men 
to  prosecute  the  war.  Peihaps,  under  patriotism  of 
this  kind,  a  justification  could  be  found  for  supply- 
i  ig  the  enemy  with  provisions.  Sir,  there  is  another 
idea  expressed  in  this  extract,  which  strikes  my  mind 
with  great  force;  it  is  what  the  "British  could  not, 
nor,  consistently  with  a  regard  to  their  honor,  ought 
they  to  treat  with  Mr.  Madison,  who  should  be 
compelled  to  resign."  Why  could  they  not  con- 
sistently with  their  honor,  treat  with  Mr.  Madison? 
and  why  should  he  be  compelled  to  resign?  Was 
it  because  they  had  entered  into  treaty,  alliance,  or 
engagement  with  the  Federal  party  of  the  United 
States,  wherein  they  had  promised  or  agreed  not  to 
treat  with  Mr.  Madison?  *i  had  they  promised  or 
agreed  to  assist  the  British  in  foreing  bim  to  reign, 
and  which  the  Hartford  Convention  attempted  to 
execute  by  sending  a  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Par- 
kins was  one,  to  demand  the  resignation  of  the  Pre- 
sident? Was  it  the  object  and  iatentions  of  the  high 
contracting  parties  in  forcing  Mr.  Madison  ti  resign, 
to  place  the  Federal  party  in  power  in  order  that 
they  might  so  change  and  remodel  our  form  of  Go- 
vernment so  as  to. make  it  meet  the  views  of  the 
Federalists  and  in?  British?  How  was  Mr.  Madi- 
son to  be  forced  to  resign?  Was  ii  to  be  done  by 
the  British  bayonc,  sustained  and  supported  by  the 
Federal  party  of  the  United  States?  If  this  was 
not  the  undersanding  between  the  contracting  par- 
ties, the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Sal- 
tonstall]  or  some  <  ther  Federalist  can  inform  us 
what  it  was.  I  will  not  dwell  longer  on  this  pas- 
sage; the  evidence  is  stronger  and  more  conclusive 
than  any  argument  I  can  adduce.  I  will  now  read 
another  extract  from  the  same  book,  page  312: 

"Men  ia  the  'moral  and  religious'  town  of  Boston  are  obliged 
to  lend  their  monoy  to  their  own  Government  by  stealth.  But 
in  the  face  of  day,  within  the  knowledge  ofa  wholo  community, 
they  e end  specie  to  the  common  enemy;  can  human  nature 
sink  lower?  They  are  'too  moral  and  too  religious'  to  rejoice 
at  the  victories  of  their  fellow-citizens;  but  they  arc  neither  'too 
moral,  nor  too  religious'  to  aid  the  enemy  to  victory.  An  ago 
of  penitence  in  sackcloth  and  ashes  would  not  eflaco  this  foul 
blot  from  the  escutcheon  of  Boston." 

This,  sir,  is  a  sample  of  the  Federal  patriotism— 
constitutional  and  patriotic,  agreeable  to  legislative 
enactments  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  to  which 
I  have  referred.  I  will  not  consume  more  of  your 
time  in  reading  from  this  volume  to  prove  the  op- 
position of  the  Federalists  to  the  war,  and  having 
shown  that  during  that  gloomy  poriod  they  were 
engaged  in  supplying  the  enemy  with  money  and 
provisions,  I  shall  turn  my  attention  to  Mr.  Per- 
kins and  ihe  Hartford  Convention;  the  part  he 
tcok  in  getting  up  that  Convention,  and  his  en- 
deavors to  enforce  its  resolves.  It  remains  to 
show  the  objects  and  designs  of  its  authors. 


[Here  Mr.  T.  was  interrupted  by  Mr.  Wig. 
throp  of  Massachutsetts,  who  called  him  to 
order,  alleging  that  it  was  out  of  order  to  da* 
cuss  the  merits  of  the  Hartford  Conventta 
on  this  bill;  but  the  Chub  decided  that  Mr.Tcv 
vet  was  in  order.  Mr.  TuamtY  then  proceed, 
ed,  when  he  was  again  called  to  order  for  the  sane 
cause.  The  Chair  adhered  to  its  formtr  detitioa, 
from  which  an  appeal  was  taken;  when  a  amber 
of  Whig  members  alleged  that  it  was  out  of  order 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  HarttordConvenuoaoa 
this  bill.  Mr.  Calhodv  of  Massachusetts  then 
rose  and  requested  his  colleague  to  withdraw  on 
appeal,  remarking  that  the  discussion  was  oot  of 
order,  but  he  hoped  that  the  appeal  would  be  with- 
drawn, and  Mr.  Turmbt  permitted  to  conclude  an 
speech;  and  he  expressed  the  further  hope  that  none 
of  his  colleagues  would  reply  to  it  The  appeal 
was  then  withdrawn,  and  Air.  Tubhet  proceeded.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  is  it  not  remarkable  that  1  an  m 
often  interrupted  by  gentlemen  in  calling  me  to  or- 
der? and  is  it  not  more  remarkable  still,  that  U 
every  instance  it  is  done  by  the  Whig  members  of 
this  House.    Why  is  this?    Havel  attempted  to 
discuss  party  politics?    Have  I  not  confined  my  re- 
marks to  the  merits  of  this  bill?  Why  are  the  Whig 
members   so  exceedingly  sensitive  whenever  Ike 
subject  of  the  Hartford  Convention  is  mentioned! 
Why  shrink  from  this  investigation?    Is  itbeetme 
they  shudder  at  the  conduct  of  their  own  party,  or 
is  it  because  they  are  apprehensive  that  the  identity 
will  be  shown  and  expressed  of  the  modem  Whip 
with  the  old  Federal  party,  as  it  easily  can  be,  and 
often  hat  been  done?     Where  were  the  old  Fede- 
ralists in  the  late  Presidential  election?  Wen  they 
not  all  good  and  true  Harrison  Whigs!    Mr. 
Perkins  voted  for  Harrison;  the  old  Hartford  Con- 
vention Federalists  voted  for  Harrison,  and  they  . 
are  now  the  leaders  of  the  Whig  party  coming 
into  power.  They  do  not  desire  that  the  people  should 
know  this,  and  hence  their  great  uneasiness,  when- 
ever the  subject  is  mentioned.    On  the  contrary,  it 
is  a  r^i  °f  mc*r  syste01  to  conceal  their  real  de- 
s'gns,  just  as  they  did  during  the  war,  for  exponue 
is  certain  defeat  te  their  party.    Sir,  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Calhoun]  hopes  that  ay 
speech  will  not  be  replied  to;  no  doubt  of  it;  be- 
cause he  knows  that   my  facts  cannot  be  con- 
troverted, and  that  the  conduct  of  his  party  ia i  in- 
defensible.   An  attempt  to  reply  weald  confirm 
my  facts  and  give  strength  to  my  arguments:  he  B 
therefore  right  in  requesting  his  colleagues  to  be 
silent.    Now,  sir,  I  will  proceed  to  show  the  objfttt 
and  designs  of  the  Hartford  Convention  in  doing 
which  I   will  not  ask  ihe  House  10  take  my  state- 
ments, but  will  rely  upon  the  P™f^  o^,? 
will  now  read  a  letter  of  Mr.  Aaron  walto^y 
is  vouched  for  as  a  gentleman  of  high  respects*- 
lity,  and  a  worthy  member  of  the  church. 

Here  Mr.  Tuanjcr  read  as  follows: 


"Sir:  After  I 


i  Mr.  Parmenter's 


the  Hartford  Convention,  I  find  a  very  important  parta 
viz:  the  view  the  British  took  of  their  asserabungtO|WBBr. 

"Being  at  thai  lime  at  Halifax,  a  prisoner  of  war,  ar was, 
with  John  Bhatswell,  of  Salem,  and  Aleucander  B^orwew 
York,  in  the  King's  Store,  on  iho  north  side  of  W.  JJJJbjs,  » 
Melville  Island,  in  the  winter  of  1814,  one  Major  Kf****  « 
Nichols,  of  the  90thora*l  regiment,  CI  Uiiftk  iteiwJW 
was  said,  as  assistant  quartermaster  general  oi  1"*J7J% 
forces  at  Flalifax,  came  on  to  the  island  about  2va%*_z£; 
After  transacting  some  business  with  ^^f^^ES 
with  relation  to  the  telegraphic  flags,  &c  be  caine  »»»■"£ 
where  Bhatswell  ami  myself  were  making  a  cheaoiowj 
and  Black  a  sleigh,  all  for  Captain  Cutche^  of  thswytfJJJ 
the  transport  agent  for  prisoners,  and  said, ' W«»i  *9*  VmM 
you  air  'At  work  for  the  agent,  air.'  After  loqnvng  aiwwj 
fare,  treatment,  &c.  he  said,  'Well,  hoys,  where  do T™*^ 
Shatswcll  and  myself  hailed  from  Salem,  and  WOtm*" 
Y.  ork.  'How  long  have  you  been  hei el'  We «■*■•■  ™2tt 
ing  to  time;  when  he  immediately  said  to  ShaifweHajlBjH 
that  we  should  be  sent  home  in  a  few  days,  as  the  Baawy 
men  had  been.  We  inquired  the  cause;  and  be  hubhw. 
stated,  that  'a  convention  of  delegates  from  the  Jf^SE 
8tates  meet  this  day  at  Hartford,  Or  the  purpose  oiwwj^ 
ing  from  the  Union,  and  declaring  their  MQtrallry,  wjfnrJJ 
New  England  men  wlUbeseni  home,  as  the  Naottcs*""" 
have  been,  immediately.'  _.  ^j  k. 

"We  made  inquiry  how  this  was  to  be  Imwfraayjay; 
/replied,  *The  whole  has  been  arranged.  Th«  w*  "JrJJLa tsi 
will  watch  a  favorable  wind,  and  appear  off  lbs  lW«f*| 
troops  at  South  Boston  will  take  np  their  line  of  »"*  "JX 
Boston  for  Charlestown,  ostensibly  for  the  pwjerfjfj "VJJ 
navy  yard,  but  in  fact  to  prevent  Commodore  BattBWg  "^ 
shedding  blood.  The  fleetwill  sail  op  P«*^9^!3?23 
a  gun:  and  ihe  troops  at  Charlestown  will  imniMiW""^ 
into  the  navy  yard;  and  the  choice  officers,  anaS7Sm 
wilt  surround  Commodore  BsJnbridge,  and  M*  JJ*  3* 
yourself  no  harm;  you  most  not  barn  powdsi ^ttos  "ET^ 
one  will  hurt  you.   The  fleet  will  anchor  off  Long  wan* — 
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lO  will  be  quiet  imme  tiately,  as  the  naval  commander  baa  his 
orders  to  place  Harrison  Gray  Otis  at  the  head  of  affaire,  until 
lae  pleasure  oflhe  Prince  Regent  is  known.  All  this  has  been 
arranged  among  the  leading  men,  but  will  not  be  made  public 
ootil  the  fleet  anchors  off  Long  Wharf. » 
*  "Black  inquired,  'what  will  you  do  with  mel'  'As  you  be- 
tag  to  New  York,  you  must  ride  it  out;  we  shall  not  go  to  New 
fork-only  to  the  New  England  States.-  'By  God/  said  Black, 
.  •too  had  better  not  go  there;  you  will  find  old  Tompkins  at 
some !' 

"Bo  sanguine  was  Major  Nlckholds  of  the  success  of  the 
whole  plot,  that  he  declared  hie  belief  that  the  five-striped  flag 
would  fly  at  the  Stale- nous©  in  less  than  one  fortnight.  Tie  fur- 
ther stated  that  we  should  know  all  about  in  in  a  few  days,  as 
agon-brig  or  stoop-of-war,  (I  think  a  gun- brig,)  had  sailed  for 
Oasttae,  a  week  ago,  to  fetch  down  the  news,  and  would  be  back 
shortly,  when  we  should  know  all  about  it 

M9r,  when  you  were  at  Ipswich,  last  Call,  I  stated  to  you  that 
1  supposed  I  was  in  possession  of  some  facts  in  relation  to  the 
llatuuid  Convention  that  I  was  desirous  of  making  known,  but 
dared  not,  for  fear  of  the  consequences  to  my  fimily.  The 
above  an  the  facts  alluded  to  at  that  time.  They  are  now  at 
yowr  disposal,  provided  you  work  them  into  the  history  or  our 
country,  where  they  belong. 

■Tour  obedient  servant, 

"AARON  YVALLia. 
"ToB,  F.  ITallMT.  esq. 
"Ipswich,  June  24, 18*0." 

Sir,  does  not  this  letter  prove  a  settled  purpose 
and  systematic  plan  of  the  Federal  putty  to  dissolve 
the  Union,  ana  trample  under  foot  the  fairest  fa- 
brie  of  human  liberty  ever  conceived  by  man?  Can 
any  one  doubt  it?  It  may  be  said  by  some  sceptic, 
who  it  either  an  willing  to  believe,  or  is  fearful  that 
the  people  will  see  into  the  unhallowed  objects  of 
the  Federal  party,  that  this  is  only  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Wallis,  and  that  they  will  not,  and  ought  not, 
to  condemn  the  whole  party  on  the  testimony  of  a 
single  witness.  8ir,  this  would  be  enough;  but  I 
will  go  further,  and  sweep  from  under  them  even 
this  flimsy  defence.  I  have  abundance  of  testimony 
yet  to  submit,  which  corroborate*  the  statement*  of 
Mr.  Wallis,  and  testimony,  too,  which  I  do  not 
suppose  that  any  will  dare  to  question.  I  will  now 
read  an  extract  from  the  British  United  Service 
'  Journal  of  May,  1840: 

"Among  the  many  dangers  to  which  the  American  Republic 
mast  always  be  exposed  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  not  the 
least  hi  thai  of  a  split  among  themselves,  and  consequent  break 
op  of  their  Federal  Union.  The  slave  question  is  a  wedge  strong 
eooogh  to  effect  this  at  any  time;  but  we  could  employ  another 
nearly  as  powerful." 

After  stating  that  the  Western  States  were  in  favor  of  the  war, 
the  British  writer  adds: 

"Not  so  with  the  New  Bnglanders:  they,  on  the  contrary,  be- 
gan  Co  east  -about  to  see  how  they  could  best  extricate  tbem- 
sstvesfrom  the  strait  to  which  the  mad  policy  of  Mr.  Madison 
and  the  General  Government  bad  driven  them.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  Island  of  Nantucket  made  an  overture  to  our  comman- 
der-in-chief to  remain  perfectly  neutial  during  the  war,  exclud- 
ing the  armed  vessels  of  both  belligerants  from  their  harbors; 
whilst  in  another  quarter,  a  far  more  extensive  scheme  of  (nul- 
sssealftun'  was  seriously  set  on  foot,  and  began  to  make  a  rapid 
progress  amongst  some  of  the  most  respectable  and  influential 
smhabitanis  of  New  England." 

■With  these  originated  the  Hartford  Convention;  and  the  <5bject 
of  that  body,  the  British  writer  says: 

**  'Was  to  separate  the  Northern  and  Eastern  from  the  South- 
ern and  Western  States,  to  establish  a  limited  monarchy  in  the 
first  named  8*ates,  placing  one  of  our  princes  of  the  blood  on  the 
throne,  ami  strengthening  the  new  transatlantic  kingdom  by  an 
alliance  offensive  and  defensive  with  England.  The  treaty  st 
Ghent  pot  a  stop  to  the  correspondence,  which  was  in  active 


progress) 

isteoc*,  i 


i  oo  this  subject;  but  that  correspondence  is  still  In  ex- 
and  however  Improbable  ' 


_,    .__  it  may  appear  to  Yankee 

pride*  were  a  war  to  break  out  again  between  us,  something 
similar  wooW  occur  before  the  'United  States'  were  two  years 
older.  The  destruction  of  the  public  buildings  st  the  nominal 
seat  of  the  Federal  Government,  it  was  conceived  would  indi- 
reedy,  if  not  directly,  forward  the  views  of  the  New  England  so* 
pararfrrtcr  » '—United  Service  Journal  of May,  1840. 

Sir,  I  will  not  offer  one  word  of  comment  on  this 
proof*  which  is  so  conclusive  in  itself  that  any 
comment  of  mine  would  only  tend  to  mystify  that 
which  is  of  itself  clesr  and  certain.  I  will  only 
mdd  that  this  proof  corroborates  and  sustains  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Wallis;  and  now  I  will  proceed 
with  my  proofs.  The  next  thing  is  the  instructions 
of  Governor  Craig  to  the  celebrated  Jchn  Henry, 
aawi  Mr.  Henry's  letter  to  the  Governor,  and  which 
are  at?  follows: 

••GFowemor  Craig**  instructions  to  Henry \  dated 

Qubbec,  February,  1809. 
"I  raqnewt  you  to  proceed  with  the  earliest  conveyance  to 
Bosaoo— -obtain  accurate  information.    The  wealth  of  Maesa- 


number  of  its  Inhabitants— the  known  intelli- 
gence sued  ability  of  several  of  its  leading  men.must  give  it  a 
considerable  influence  over  the  other  Eastern  states,  and  will 
probably  lead  them  In  the  part  they  are  to  take.    Yourjodg* 


there  will  guide  you. 

„ in  describing  the  objt 

hsao  supposed,  that  if  the  Federalists  of  the  Eastern  States 


*■  isae  general  terms  in  describing  the  object  m  view.    It  has 


:cessfuL,and  obtain  the  decided  influence  which 

aay  enable  them  to  direct  the  public  opinion,  it  is  not  iraproba 
Ha  tssas,  rather  than  submit,  they  will  exert  that  influence  to 
srsssc  about  a  separation  from  the  general  Union.  How  far,  in 
amch  an  attempt,  wiU  they  look  to  England  fer  assistance,  or 
as  dasposed  to  enter  into  a  connection  with  as! 

•Too  are  not  to  appear  ae  an  avowed  agent— continue  to  ob» 
pjsa  an  fcuimacy  wit!)  the  leaders,  and  cautiously  advise  them, 


that  if  they  wish  to  enter  into  any  communication  with  this  Go- 
vernment, you  will  transmit  it  to  roe." 

Henry,  in  his  letter  to  his  employer,  thus  described,  in  1809, 
what  actually  was  begun,  and,  but  for  the  peace,  would  have 
been  consummated  in  1815. 

"Boston,  March  6, 1809. 

"I  have  already  given  a  decided  opinion  that  a  declaration  of 
war  is  not  to  be  expected;  but,  contrary  to  all  reasonable  calcu- 
lation, should  Congress  po'sess  spirit  and  independence  enough 
to  place  their  popularity  in  jeopardy  by  so  strong  a  measure, 
THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  WILL  GIVE 
THE  TONE  TO  TUB  NEIGHBORING  STATES;  WILL 
DECLARE  ITSELF  PERMANENT  UNT.L  A  NEW  ELEC- 
TION  OF  MEMBERS;  INVITE  A  CONGRESS.  TO  BE 
COMPOSED  OF  DELEGATES  FROM  THE  FEDERAL 
STATES,  AND  ERECT  A  SEPARATE  GOVERNMENT 
EOR  THEIR  COMMON  INTEREST.  A.  B.» 

Thnt  it  teems  that  the  treasonable  plans  of  the 
Federal  party  bad  been  so  far  matured,  that  the 
British  Government  hai  a  secret  agent  in  the 
United  States  as  early  as  1809,  aiding  and  assisting 
the  Federal  party  in  devising  and  executing  ihe 
plan  of  not  only  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  but 
the  establishment  upon  its  ruins  of  a  monarchcial 
form  of  Government.  Th  s  is  not  all  the  evidence 
I  shall  submit  I  have  reserved  for  the  last,  what 
no  Whig  in  this  House  will  dare  to  call  in  ques- 
tion; I  allude  to  a  letter  written  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams.]  It 
is  dated  in  1828: 

Extract  from  Mr.  Adams'*  Utter. 

uIt  was  in  those  letters  of  1808  and  1809,  dun  I  mentioned  the 
design  of  certain  leaders  of  the  Federal  party,  and  the  establish- 
met  of  a  Northern  confederacy,  <fcc. 

"This  plan  was  so  far  matured,  that  the  proposal  had  been 
made  to  an  individual,  at  the  proper  lime,  to  be  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  military  movment  which,  it  was  foreseen,  would  be 
necessary  for  carrying  it  into  execution. 

"The  interposition  of  a  kind  Providence  averted  the  moot  de- 
plorable of  catastrophes,  and  turning  over  to  the  receptacle  of 
things  lost  upon  oarth,  the  adjourned  convention  from  Hartford 
to  Boston,  extinguished  (by  the  mercy  of  Heaven,  may  it  be 
forever ')  the  projected  New  England  confederacy." 

Now,  sir,  you  have  the  object  and  designs  of  the 
Hartford  Convention  portrayed  in  language  not  to 
be  misunderstood,  and  from  the  highest  sources  of 
authority.  After  producing  as  much  of  such  evi- 
dence as  that  wh.ch  1  have  read  to  Ihe  House,  it 
can  scarcely  be  deemed  necessary  for  me  to  repeat 
that  the  design  of  the  projectors  of  the  Hartford  Con- 
vention, and  of  those  who  participated  in  it,  was 
the  destruction  of  our  present  form  of  Government 
and  the  substitution  of  a  monarchy.  Sir,  I  would 
ask  where  arc  the  surviving  fiiends  of  the  Hartford 
Convention?  They  are  to  be  found  in  the  rank*  of 
the  modern  Whigs.  Ask  Harrison  Gray  Oii?, 
Thomas  H.  Perkins,  or  any  of  their  associates 
during  the  last  war,  who  they  supported  in  the  late 
Presidential  contest?  My  word  for  it.  they  will  tell 
you  that  they  voted  ihe  Whig  ticket.  Such  men  as 
those  I  have  jrtst  mentioned,  compose  the  leaders  of 
the  modern  Whig  party— tLey  put  General  Harri- 
son into  nomination,  uad  by  means  which  I  shall 
not  stop  to  discus,  have  elevated  him  to  power; 
and  by  virtue  of  his  elevation,  we  need  not  be  sur- 
prised if  the  Hartford  Conventional*,  under  the 
next  Administration,  should  be  ihe  most  conspicu- 
ous persons  and  leaders.  It  is  upon  such  men  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Siltckstall] 
passes  ?uch  high  wrought  eulogiums.  But  to  the 
bill.  Did  Mr.  Perkins  know  that  this  cargo  of 
flour  was  intended  to  feed  the  British  forces?  What 
did  the  public  prints  of  thai  day  say  on  the  subject? 
To  show  you,  I  will  read  a  paragraph  from  Ntles's 
Register,  publ  abed  in  1812: 

"In  twelve  months,  the  United  States  sent  to  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal to  supply  the  British  and  allied  armies,  etc.  7,000,000  bbls. 
of  flour.  The  editor  of  a  British  paper  makes  the  supply 
hereafter  a  matter  for  'serious  consideration,'  having  heard  of 
our  embargo.  This  'serious  consideration'  will  became  much 
more  serious  when  the  news  of  war  reaches  England,  unless, 
indeed,  the  British  Ministry  should  pufsne  the  kind  policy  that 
some  of  their  friends  in  the  United  stales  have  already  proposed 
to  adopt,  which  is  of  granting  licenses  to  American  vessels  to 
carry  i  ro visions  to  those  countries;  provided  always,  neverthe- 
less, the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States  shall 
generously  agree  to  nourish  their  enemies,  and  prolong  the 
war,  for  the  mere  pleasure  of  fighting." 

Was  it  the  object  of  the  owners  of  the  Ariadne 
to  supp'y  the  British  foices  wilh  provisions?  If  a 
doubt  remains  of  tbis  being  the  object  of  the  peti- 
tion?^, I  think  it  will  be  dissipated  on  reading  the 
Biiish  license  which  was  found  on  board  at  the 
time  the  ship  was  captured.  1  will  read  it  to  the 
House;  it  forms  a  part  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee upon  this  claim: 

"To  the  commanders  of  any  of  his  Mu jetty1 9  ships  of  war  or 
private  armed  vessels  belonging  to  subject*  of  hi*  Ma- 

"Whereas,  from  a  consideration  of  the  great  importance  of 
continuing  a  regular  supply  of  flour  aad  other  dry  provisions  to 


the  ports  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  ii  has  been  deemed  expedient 
by  his  Majesty's  Government,  that,  notwithstanding  the  hosti- 
lities now  existing  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  every  protection  and  encouragement  should  be 
given  to  American  vessels  laden  with  flow  and  other  dry  provi- 
sions, and  bound  to  the  ports  of  Spain  artl  Portugal;  and, 
whereas,  in  furtherance  of  these  views  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  for  other  purposes,  Herbert  lawyer,  e*q.  vice  admi- 
ral and  commander-in-chief  of  his  Majesty's  squadron  on  the 
Halifax  station,  has  directed  to  me  a  letter,  under  date  of  the  6th 
of  August,  1812,  (a  copy  whereof  is  hereunto  annexed,)  and 
whet  em  I  am  instructed  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  letter,  under 
my  consular  seal,  to  every  American  veeael  so  laden  and  bound, 
elthei  to  any  Portuguese  or  Hranish  ports,  and  which  is  design* 
ed  as  a  safeguard  and  protection  to  such  vessel,  in  the  nrotecii. 
lion  of  such  voyage:  now,  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  these  in- 
structions,  1  have  granted  unto  the  American  ship  Ariadne, 
Bartlett  Holmes,  master,  burthen  three  hundred  end  eighty-two 
and  two  ninety  fifths  of  a  ton,  now  lying  in  the  haibor  of  Alex- 
andria, laden  with  flour,  and  bound  to  Cadiz  or  Lisbon,  the  an- 
nexed  document  to  avail  only  for  a  direct  voyage  to  Cadiz  or 
Lisbon,  and  back  to  the  United  States  of  America.  Requesting 
aM  officers  commanding  nis  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  or  private 
armed  vessels  belonging  to  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  not  only  to 
suffer  the  paid  ship  Ariadne  to  pass  without  any  molestation, 
but  also  to  extend  to  her  all  due  assistance  and  protection  In 
the  prosecution  of  her  voyage  to  Cadiz  or  Lisbon,  and  on  her 
return  thence,  laden  with  such  other  merchandise  to  the  nett 
amouni  of  her  outward  cargo,  or  in  ballast  only. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  Boston,  this  fifth 
[L.  8  }  day  of  September,  A.  D.  eiehieen  hundred  and  twelve. 
ANDREW  ALLEN,  jr. 
His  Majesty's  Consul." 

Now,  sir,  I  have  submitted  to  the  House  all  the 
facts  and  circumsances  in  this  case,  opon  which  it 
seems  to  me  that  there  scarcely  can  be  a  doubt  as 
to  the  character  of  the  traffic  and  intercourse  wh;ch 
the  British  license  itself  informs  us  that  it  was  the 
great  importance  of  obtaining  supplies  of  provi- 
sions which  induced  the  British  Government  to 
grant  such  a  safeguard  to  American  vessels.  Of 
what  then  were  the  detitioners  ignorant?  Was  it 
of  the  fact  that  the  law  prohibited  it?  Did  they 
not  know  it  was  wrong  in  itself  to  supply  the  ene- 
my of  their  country  with  provision ..?  Whether 
the  law  prohibited  it  or  not,  they  knew  that  it 
aras  aiding  an  enemy  to  defeat  their  own  country- 
men. Sorely  they  were  not  so  ignorant  as  ail  tbis. 
No,  sir,  they  were  acting  upon  the  principle  or  their 
party — that  it  was  right  and  praiseworthy  (o  aid 
and  assist  the  enemy,  and  infamous  to  support 
their  own  Government. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  much  astonished  that  any' 
committee  of  this  House  could  be  induced  to  re- 
port and  recommend  the  passage  of  this  bill,  while 
those  who- really  fought  for  their  country  are  de- 
nied payment  for  their  horses  lost  in  the  public  ser- 
vice. Yet,  with  ihis  denial  of  justice  staring  us  in 
(he  face,  we  are  called  upon  to  reward  not  only 
traitors  in  feeling,  but  those  who  availed  themselves 
of  a  British  protection  to  aid  and  assist  an  ene- 
my in  time  of  war !  I  am  the  more  astonished  at 
(his  when  I  reflect  upon  th*  diffi  allies  existing  at 
this  moment — we  are  now  threatened  with  another 
war  with  England;  and  jurtgiog  from  ihe  past,  we 
might  again  expect  to  see  these  same  patriotic  men, 
and  all  who  would  be  innflenced  by  their  example, 
engaging  in  the  old  trade  of  supplying  the  enemy 
wilh  money  and  provision*;  and  if  you  succeed  in 
detecting  their  treasonable  practicet,  they  will 
again  ask  you  to  remit  the  penalty,  quoting  this 
case  as  a  precedent  For  one,  I  will  never  give  my 
a^ent  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.    No,  sir;  never. 

To  prove  lhat  the  Federal  party,  which  is  comirg 
into  power  by  the  election  of  Gen.  Harrison  under 
the  revered  but  delusive  name  of  Whig,  and  to 
show  that  the  change  of  name  fr  m  Federalist  to 
that  of  Whir,  was  a  mere  device  to  resuscitate  ihe 
old  Federal  party,  and  bring  it  into  pow.-r,  I  have 
thought  it  advisable  to  publish  the  annexed  extracts 
as  an  appendix  to  my  speech: 

,  In  1812,  at  a  Federal  convention  held  in  Brentwood,  Mr.  Web* 
ster  reported  resolutions  justifying  the  public  enemy,  and  con* 
demning  his  own  Government. 

While  in  Congrera,  he  opposed  the  war  at  every  step.  Among 
volumes  of  speeches,  denouncing  the  war  and  the  Adminhnra* 
lion,  he  said: 

"Utterly  astonished  at  the  declaration  of  war,  I  have  been  sur- 
prised at  nothing  since.  1  saw  how  it  would  be  prosecuted 
when  I  saw  how  it  was  begun.  There  is  an  unchangeable  rela- 
tion between  rash  councils  and  feeble  execution." 

"They  (the  Federalists)  know  the  limit  of  constitutional  op- 
position. Up  to  that  limit  they  will  walk,  and  walk  fearless- 
ly." 

lie  thus  exulted  at  the  defeat  of  our  arms  and  the  murderous 
Inroads  of  the  savages: 

"This  Is  not  the  entertainment  to  which  we  were  invited. 
We  are  told  that  these  disappointments  are  owing  to  the 
opposition  which  the  war  encounters.  This  is  no  new  strain. 
It  is  the  constant  tune  of  every  weak  or  wicked  Administra- 
tion !" 

Let  the  recorded  votes  of  Mr.  Webster  in  Congress  show 
where  he  was  and  ever  baa  been, 
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July  1, 1813,  Daniel  Webster  voted  against  a  bill  for  assessing 
and  collecting  taxes  to  auitain  the  war;  July  9th,  against  a  bill 
for  duties  on  refined  sugar*  and  sales  at  auction. 

January  7, 1314,  he  voted  against  a  bill  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the 
army;  January  10,  against  a  bill  to  detect  and  punish  traitors 
and  spies*  Janury  22,  against  a  bill  to  enlist  troops  during  the 
war,  in  a  minority  of  seven;  January  35,  against  enforcing  the 
non  importation  laws;  February  8,  against  raising  five  regi- 
ments; March  29,  against  calling  out  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  and  repel  invasion;  December  I,  against  providing  reve- 
nue for  maintaining  ihepublic  credit;  December  10,  against  call* 
lug  on  the  States  for  their  quotas  of  militia  to  defend  the  fron- 
tiers, on  the  19th,against  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  the 
war,  and  against  a  bill  to  piovlde  for  rebuilding  the  Capitol  and 
public  offices  which  had  been  burnt  by  the  enemy  1 

In  the  same  spirit,  in  1836,  when  we  were  threatened  with  a 
French  war.  and  it  was  proposed  to  put  means  in  the  hands  of 
Andrew  Jackson  to  defend  the  country,  Daniel  Webster  ex- 
claimed in  the  United  States  Senate,  "I  would  not  vote  for 
this  bill  if  the  enemy  were  battering  down  the  walls  of  the 
Capitol." 

A  veiy  natural  sentiment  from  the  man  who  voted  against  re- 
building the  Capitol  after  the  enemy  had  burnt  it  down. 

So  murh  for  tho  army.  What  did  Mr.  Webster  do  for  the 
navyl  He  now  pretends  that  was  his  favorite  in  the  war,  and 
the  Fedeialists  lately  gave  him  a  cane  made  from  wood  of  Per- 
ry's (las  ship.    What  did  he  do  for  the  navy? 

The  7th  of  January,  1S41,  Mr.  Webster  voted  against  an  ap- 
propriation of  one  ml  lion  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
navy !  This  was  less  than  four  months  after  the  victory  of 
Perry  on  the  lakes,  so  that  had  the  country  depended  on  Daniel 
Webster,  the  gallant  Perry's  flagship  could  not  have  been  kept 
afloat. 

The  catalogue  Is  not  full,  but  it  is  sufficient 

And  who  are  Daniel  Webster's  associates  in  Massachusetts,and 
who  have  made  William  Harrison  the  bearer  of  their  standard? 
We  will  identify  some  ef  the  leaders. 

WHO  WERE  THE  HARTFORD  CONVENTION   LEAD 
ER31  AND  WHERE  ARE  THEY  NOW! 

At  his  speech  at  Alexandria,  June  11,  1840,  Daniel  Web- 
ster, who  appointed  General  Harrison  his  "standard  bearer," 
exclaimed: 

"Fellow  citizens,  we  must  not  stop  or  falter  in  our  op- 
position to  the  Admiuistration,  till  our  lost  prosperity  is  re- 
stored!*' 

When  the  Federal  Massachusetts  Legislature  assembled  to  op- 
pose the  war,  preliminary  to  the  Hartford  Convention,  Benjamin 
Russell  exclaimed  in  his  Centincl: 

"All  the  branches  contain  majorities  of  the  friends  of  peace; 
and  whatever  can  be  done  to  restore  their  country  to  its  lost 
prosperity,  will  be  attempted."— Boston  Centinel%May  26. 

The  Federal  measure  to  restore  lost  prosperity  in  1814,  was 
the  Hartford  Convention.  The  Whig  measure  to  do  the  same 
in  1840,  is  to  restore  the  lost  influence  of  the  Hartford  Conven- 
tion men,  by  means  of  the  Harriaburg  Convention,  under  Harri- 
son and  hard  cider ! 

LIST  OF  SURVIVORS  WHO  VOTED  FOR  THE  nART. 
FORD  CONVEIS  I  ION. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Senate,  October  8,  1641.  Harrison  Gray 
Otis  reported  the  bill  for  the  Hartford  Convention,  which  was 
carried,  22  to  12.  Its  principal  advocates  were  Messrs.  Otis, 
Quincy,  and  White,  all  now  Whigs.  Of  those  who  voted  for  it, 
there  are  now  living: 

Josiah  Quincy,  presidont  of  Harvard  College,  Harrison  Gray 
Otis,  Tho*  H.  Perkins,  and  Daniel  Sergeant,  of  Boston. 

Essex.— Samuel  Putnam,  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Strong;  Daniel  A.  White,  of  Salem,  Judge 
of  Probate  and  president  of  a  Bank  panic  meeting, and  also  of 
the  great  Whig  dinner  given  to  Daniel  Webater  in  1834,  when 
the  decapitated  figure  head  of  the  frigate  Constitution  was  ex- 
hibited by  Parker  H.  Pierce,  then  chairman  of  the  Bjston  Whig 
Committee  of  Safety,  and  subsequently  the  fugitive  president 
of  the  Whig  Commercial  Bank;  Caleb  Foote,  the  furious  Whig 
Editor  of  the  Salem  Gazette,  arid  an  ex- member  cf  Governor 
Everett's  Council,  is  Jud'e  White's  son-in-law. 

Worcester.— Silas  Holman,  of  Bolton,  holds  a  Slate  office 
from  a  Whig  Governor. 

Hamilton  and  Franklin.— Samuel  Laihrop,  Samuel  C.  a!- 
In. 

Bristol.— Samuel  Crocker,  of  Taunton,  member  of  a  great 
Whig  corporation,  and  an  office  holder. 

Plymouth.— Wilkes  Wood,  Judge  of  Probate,  and  now  nomi- 
Dated  for  Harrison  Elector  for  Plymouth  District,  by  the  Whig 
Convention  held  at  Worcester  the  17th  of  June  last— voted  for 
and  to  approve  the  Hartford  Convention,  and  to  send  ambassa- 
dors to  Washington. 

Judge  Wood  headed  the  hard  cider  procession,  with  canoes 
and  cabins,  that  marched  from  Middlebr>rou?h  to  Bridgewater, 
the  4th  of  July  last,  to  hear  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  e;  q.  tbe  Whig 
Speaker  of  the  Massachusett^Hou.'es  of  Representatives.  Wilkes 
Wood  was  chosen  a  Federal  Senator  from  Plymouih,  In  1914, 
over  Nathan  Willis,  then  of  Rochester,  who  was  a  Republican 
Senator  for  that  county  in  1813,  with  Seth  Sprague,  ai«l  voted 
with  him  for  his  resolve  to  build  a  74  gun  ship,  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States,  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  against  Josiah  Quin- 
cy's  resolution  not  to  rejoice  at  our  naval  victories.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  that  re  pored  that  Marcus  Morton 
was  chosen  clerk  of  the  Senate  in  1813.  Mr.  Willis,  now  of 
Berkshire,  is  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor, while  Mr.  Wood  is  a  candidate  for  Harrison  elector! 

Of  the  above  11  survivors,  out  of  the  22  who  voted  for  tho 
nartford  Convention  in  the  Senate,  all  but  one  are  Whigs  and 
Haniaon  men.  Mr.  Allen,  of  Franklin,  is  a  decided  Democrat. 
He  was  one  of  those  whom  Mr.  Otis  described  as  not  exactly 
Federalists,  but  "the  flying  squad."  In  '  is  eighth  letter,  Mr.  Otis 
speaks  of  "the  Federalists,"  (or  persons  composing  the  majori- 
ty*) fl*r»  he  adds,  there  were  eiione;  them  a  lew  of  the  "living 
squad"  in  both  Houses,  in  the  session  of  1814,  when  the  Con- 
vention was  formed.  Mr.  A I  en  declined  voting  on  the  first  mo- 
tion for  the  Hartford  Convention. 
„  Neither  can  we  positively  speak  as  to  Mr.  Lathrop,  who  has 
taken  no  part  in  politics  for  some  time.  All  the  rest  are  earnest 
supporters  of  Harrison.  They  are  "where  they  have  been  and 
ever  mean  to  be."  s 

SURVIVING  MEMBER9  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

It  is  a  difficult  task  to  obtain  a  full  list  frsm  so  numerous  a 
body.  In  what  we  have  got,  we  have  taken  great  pains,  and 
carefully  studied  accuracy.  If  there  is  any  error,  it  is  inadver- 
tent, and  we  beg  it  may  be  pointed  out. 

In  the House,  the  yeas  wereS60,  nays  90;  for  Maine,  41  yeas, 
21  nays;  for  Massachusetts  proper,  219  yeas,  69  nays.    Those 


belonging  to  Massachusetts,  who  voted  for  tho  convention,  and 
are  ascertained  to  be  now  living,  are  as  follows,  as  accurately  as 
we  can  learn.    We  attach  the  Whig  offices  they  i.ow  hold: 

Boston —Jonathan  U  urine  well,  (an  ex-  Whig  Senator;)  Ste- 
phen C  dman.  (of  the  Quorum;)  Benjamin  Russell,  (a  Justice, 
ex-Editor  of  the  Boston  Centincl,  toaster  of  Harrison  the  last 
4ihof  July,  ex-member  of  Gov.  Everett's  council,  &c.  dec;)  Ben- 
jamin Whitman,  (ex-Judge  of  Police  under  Gov're  Lincoln  and 
Davis,  of  the  Quorrn;)  William  H.  Sumner,  (now  of  Rox- 
bury,  ex  Adjutant  General,  and  Justice  of  the  Quorum;)  Ben* 
jimin  Weld,  (now  of  Maine;)  Oliver  Keating,  of  Chelsea;  Dan- 
iel Meselnger,  and  William  Harris,  (who  were  on  the  committee 
that  gave  a  pretended  mechanics'  dinner  to  Daniel  Webster, 
Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  and  Menifee,  of  Kentucky,  in  Fancuii 
Hall,  July,  1833;  both  have  been  members  of  the  House:)  Geo. 
G.  Lee,  (formerly  of  the  Essex  Junto;)  Lynde  Waller,  (Justice 
Peace;)  Lemuel  bhaw,  (Chief  Justice  of  Supreme  Court,  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Lincoln;)  Thomas  Barry;  Richard  Sulli- 
van, (holds  a  State  office;  Benjamin  Gorham,  (ex- Whig  member 
of  Congress;)  William  Sturgis,  (recently  of  the  Senate  and 
House,  made  a  speech  in  the  10  cent  rebellion  In  Faneuil  Hall, 
May,  1837,  said  to  the  enraged  assembly  that  Amos  Kendall 
would  be  eaten  up  if  he  was  present.) 

Ebsbx  Conrrr. 

Salem.— Dudley  L.  Pick  man,  (member  of  the  House  in  1834, 
voted  to  denounce  Jackson  for  veto  of  the  bank,)  Benjamin 
Hawkes;  Ellsha  Mack,  (Judge  of  Police  Court;)  John  Glen 
K'ng,  (of  tho  Quorum;)  and  Leveteii  SaltonstalM  Whig  mem* 
ber  of  Congress,  of  the  Harrison  Executive  Committee,  de- 
fender of  the  (Hartford  Convention)  faith  in  Congress,  restorer 
of  patriot  Presidents,  described  by  John  Quincy  Adams  as  "just 
sur'i  a  monarchist  as  Jonathan  Jackson,  one  of  Essex  Junto, 
was !"  delegate  to  the  "Rebel  Convention,"  with  Timothy  Pick* 
ering,  in  1812,  master  of  ceremonies  to  receive  John  Bell,  when 
ho  laid  Tennessee  at  the  feet  of  Webster,  in  1837,  &c.  «fcc.) 

[Mr.  Saltonstairmust  still  be  a  Federalist,  or  a  very  bad  man; 
for  he  says:  "A  Federalist  turned  Democrat  is  the  wora  of  all 
politicians.  *] 

Robert  Emery,  another  Salem  member,  Is  now  of  Snringfield. 
E.  H.  Darbcy  Is  also  living. 

Danvers.— Nathan  Fefton,  Sylvester  Osluirn. 

Ipswich.— Joseph  Farley,  (Justice  of  Peace.) 

Beverly—  Robert Rantoul;  Nathaniel  Goodwin,  (Cashier  of 
Plymouth  Bank.) 

Gloucester.— James  Appleton;  Jonathan  Kimball,  (now  of 
Salem.) 

Rowley.— Thomas  Gage,  jr.  (now  senior,  Whig  member  of  the 
House  in  1833,  a  Justice.) 

Newbury.    Josiah  Little. 

Newbury  porL— Jonathan  Gage,  (Justice  of  the  Peace;)  Isaac 
Adams,  (now  of  Methuen;)  Samuel  Newman,  (now  of  An- 
dover.) 

Boxford.— Parker  Spofford. 

Andover.— Timothy  Osgood. 

Haverhill.— David  Howe,  (Justice.) 

Millssbx  County. 

Charlestown.— Joseph  Hurd,(no»v  oi  Stoneham;)  John  So  ley, 
(of  the  Quorum.) 

Cambridge.— William  nilliard,  (member  of  the  House  in 
1833,  recently  deceased;)  Royal  Makepeace,  (Stock  Agent  of  the 
Canton  Company  at  Baltimore. 

Medford.— Dudley  Hall,  (oMhe  Quorum.) 

Weston.— Isaac  Fiske,  (Register  of  Probate  ) 

Framingham.— Abner  Wheeler,  (of  the  Quorum,  county 
Commissioner,  and  a  Whig  candidate  for  Senator) 

Reading.— Timothy  Wakefield,  (Justice  of  the  Peace.) 

Groton—  Luther  Lawrence,  (very  recently  deceased,  Whig 
Mayor  of  Lowell.) 

Norfolk  County. 

Quincy— Thomas  Greenleaf,  (Secretary  of  the  Federal  Con- 
vention that  nominated  John  Brooks  for  Governor,  in  1822.  and 
now  a  Justice  for  the  Commonwealth.  He  is  the  only  survivor 
of  the  seven  out  of  all  Republican  Norfolk,  who  voted  for  the 
Hartford  Convention.) 

Plymouth  County. 

Plymouth.— Bamabas  Hedge,  (just  deceased,  a  justice;)  Ben- 
jamin Bramhall,  (now  of  Quincy;)  Nathaniel  M.  Davis,  (now  a 
Whig  counsellor,  elected  by  a  Whig  Legislature  to  advise  Go- 
vernor Motion,  member  of  the  Harrisburg  Convention.) 
Bristol  County. 

Taunton.— Jonathan  Ingalls. 

Ray  nham.— John  Gilmore,  (justice  peace.) 

Norton.— Isaac  Hodges. 

Somerset.- David  Anthony,  (justice  ) 

Berkley.— A  polios  Toby,  (now  of  New  Bedford,  a  jastlce  of 
the  quorum.) 

Troy,  (now  Fall  River.)— Joseph  E.  Reed,  (a  big  Whig,  mem- 
ber of  Bristol  county  Whig  convention.) 

Westport.— Abner  Brownell,  (of  the  quorum.) 

New  Bedford.— Jireh  Swift,  (then  jun.)  J.  Williams. 
Barnstable  County. 

Yarmouth. — James  Crowell,  (j°8t'ce  and  commissioner.) 

Wei  I  fleet. —Josiah  Whitman  (ju*t*c*  and  ex  postmaster,  a 
Whig  ) 

[Nantucket  and  Dukes  county  sent  no  member.] 
Worcbstke  County. 

Spencer. — James  Draper. 

ITxhridpe.— Daniel  Carpeo'er;  Samuel  Read,  (of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  1637.) 

Grafton.— Jonathan  Wheeler. 

Lancaster.— Willie  m  Cleaveland. 

Bolton.— Stephen  P.  Gardner,  (of  the  quorum.) 

Sterling.— Samuel  Sawyer,  Thomas  H.  Blood. 

Paxton.— David  Davis, (then jr.) 

New  Braintree.— Joseph  Bowman,  (then  jr.  member  of  John 
Davis's  Council  in  18340  Justice. 

Hampshire  County. 

Southampton.  — Asahel  Biree  (Justice.) 

Middlefl  Id.— John  Dixon.  (Justice,) 

Granby.— David  Smith,  (Justice.) 

Amherst— Simeon  Strong,  (Justice;)  Noah  Webster,  (of  dic- 
tionary fame,  an  ardent  Whig,  in  Connecticut)  [Not  one  nay 
in  all  Hampshire.] 

TTampden  County. 

Longmeadow.— Calvin  Burt. 

Palmer.— Alpheus  Converse. 

Blanford.— Alanson  Knox. 

Chester.— Asahel  Wright. 

Franklin  County. 

Shelburn.— William  Wells,  (Justice.) 

Hawley  — Thomas  Longley,  (before  described.) 


Ashfield.— Enos  Smith,  (now  of  Granby.) 
Berkshire  County. 

LanesboroHgh.— Henry  Hubbard,  (Counsellor  of  Governor 
Lincoln  in  1833,  Whig  member  of  the  House,  1636,81x1  of  the 
Quorum) 

P3- Eighty -five  members  of  thee  House,  who  voted  for  the 
Hartford  Convention,  now'hvlng,  [except  three  just  deceased^ 
and  of  the* e  all  but  two  are  known  Members  of  the  present 
Whiff  parly,  and  supporters  of  Harrison ! 

Adding  ihe  eleven  surviving  Senators  and  the  six  survrvku; 
members  of  the  Hartford  Convention,  who  were  not  of  the  Le- 
gislature in  1814,  and  of  this  aggregate  of  ninety-nine  survivors, 
all  but  three  are  modem  Whigs  and  Harrisonites  1 

Of  the  sixty-nine  Massachusetts  members  who  voted  against 
the  Haitford  Convention,  but  twelve  survive.  Of  these. eight 
are  still  Democrats,  one  unknown,  and  but  three  are  Harrison 
Whigs,  viz :  Lincoln,  of  Worcester,  Gurney,  of  Boston,  and 
Fish,  of  Falmouth. 

SURVIVING  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HARTFORD  CONVEX 
TION 

The  Massachusetts  Legislature  chose  these  delegates]  to  the 
convention,  in  convention,  October  18, 1814.  The  Federalists 
cast  215  votes— the  Republicans  all  refusing  to  act  in  this  uea* 
sonable  proceeding. 

The  survivors  of  the  Massachusetts  delegates  are:  Hon.  8.  8. 
Wilde,  (judge  of  the  supremo  court;)  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  (a 
member  of  Congress  in  1800,  and  voted  for  Aaron  Burr  against 
Jefferson;)  William  Prescott,  (an  ex  judge  and  justice  for  the 
Commonwealth;)  Hodijah  Baylies,  (judge  of  probate  till  1834;) 
Daniel  Waldo,  (justice  of  the  quorum;)  Stephen  Longfellow, of 
Portland;  Joseph  Lyman,  (sheriff  of  Hampshire,  and  commie- 
sloner  to  qualify  officers;)  and  Thomas  H.  Perkins,  (one  of  the 
commissioners  to  treat  with  the  President,  signed  the  Whig 
handbill  in  1832,  that  Pennsylvania  had  gone  against  Jackson.) 

Of  Governor  Strong's  Council,  who  advised  the  Hartford 
Convention,  two  only  survive,  and  both  are  Whigs,  vit:  Nahura 
Mitchell,  member  of  the  House,  and  Benjamin  Pickman,  the 
son  of  a  distinguished  Tory  of  the  Revolution,  member  of  the 
Essex  Junto,  and  one  of  the  committee  to  celebrate,  inT 
the  lestoration  of  the  Beurboes. 

The  only  known  survivors  of  that  convention,  out  of  1 
chusetts,  arc  correctly  ascertained  to  be,  Calvin  Goddard,  and 
Roger  M.  Sherman  of  Connecticut;  Benjamin  Hazard,  of 
Rhode  Island;  and  Josiah  Dunham,  a  supernumerary  from 
Vermont,  now  in  Lexington,  Kentucky.  They  are  all  Harrison 
Whies. 

Here  are  one  hundred  and  five  of  the  direct  original  Hartford 
Convention  school,  now  prominent  Whigs,  and  Democrats,  (1) 
as  is  pretended  of  the  Jefferson  school !  Add  to  these  other  sur- 
vivors who  supported  legislative  measures  to  get  up  or  ap- 
prove that  convention,  seventeen  in  number,  and  the  prominent 
men  in  the  primary  conventions,  still  living,  eighteen  in  num- 
ber; and  it  gives  an  aggregate  of  one  hundred  and  forty -seven 
men  of  that  school,  nearly  all  in  Massachusetts,  who  are  prin- 
cipal advisers  and  actois  in  the  efforts  to  restore  the  days  of  the 
black  cockade,  and,  in  the  language  of  their  expounder,  Mr. 
Webster  "have  made  William  H.  Harrison  the  bearer  of  their 
standard !" 

Who  can  doubt  the  character  of  that  flag,  when  these  are  the 
men  who  rally  under  it?  Who  can  deny  the  aptness  of  lbs 
motto  on  "the  significant  banneil" 

"We  are  where  we  ever  have  been  and  ever  mean  to  be  !u 

Trace  it  still  farther:  Mr.  Otis,  in  his  defence  of  that  conven- 
tion, (which  Mr.  Saltonstall,  as  one  of  the  Harrison  Executive 
Committee  declaies  was  a  patriotic  body,)  remarks  that  the  ac- 
tors in  that  convention  have  continued  to  receive  in  Massachu- 
setts ample  testimonials  of  public  confidence. 

This  is  true.  In  fact,  the  principal  offices  in  the  State  are 
now  held  by  them;  and  of  those  whose  names  are  given  m  this 
list,  ninety  two  now  hold  offices  of  Whig  appointment. 

To  these  men.  the  prominent  Whig  counsellors  in  Maeeachu- 
setts,  General  Wilson  says,  is  owing  the  nomination  of  General 
Harrison  1  Massachusetts  did  it,  and  if  the  Whig  parry  of  Mas- 
sachusetts directed  the  movement,  who  doubts  that  His  what 
Judge  Hopkins  of  Pennsylvania  described,  vix:  tbe  old  Federal 
party  striving  again  to  get  into  power? 

THE  HARRISON  ELECTORS  AND  HARTFORD  CON- 
VENTION. 

Of  the  fourteen  candidates  now  in  nomination  for  Harrisoa 
electors  In  Massachusetts,  all  but  two  apostates  are  old  Fede- 
ralists, viz: 

Isaac  C.  Bates,  secretary  of  the  Hampshire,  Hampden,  ana 
Franklin  Rebellion  Convention  to  resist  the  war,  July,  18J2L  and 
orator  of  the  Washington  Benevolent  Society,  and  one  of  the 
Federal  Committee  of  Safety  to  oppose  the  Government  during 
the  war,  dec.  [Mr.  Bates  continues  his  warlike  propensities 
against  his  own  Government.  At  a  recent  Whig  gathering  at 
Greenfield,  he  advised  the  Whigs,  if  they  could  obtain  redress 
in  no  other  manner,  to  take  down  their  muskets,  and  pick  their 
flints!] 

John  B.  Thomas,  another  Harrison  elector,  is  a  Federal  son  of 
Joshua  Thomas,  a  member  of  the  Haitford  Convention. 

Robert  G.  Shaw,  another,  was  a  member  of  the  Washington 
Benevolent  Society  in  18  i  3,  '14,  organised  as  Federal  class  te 
oppose  the  war.    [See  Stebbins's  Directory  of  1 813.1 

George  Grinnell,  another  elector,  was  a  member  or  tbe  cams 
Federal  conspiracy,  and  one  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  f  ap- 
pointed in  1812,  by  the  Hampshire  and  Franklin  Federal  Coovsev 
lion,  to  oppose  the  war. 

Wilkes  Wood,  another  elector,  voted  for  the  Hartford  Con- 
vention measures  in  the  Massachusetts  Senate;  voted  to  ap- 
prove the  acts  of  that  convention;  voted  against  a  vote  of  thaaka 
to  Andrew  Jackson  for  the  battle  of  New  Oileane;  voted  acahist 
admitting  Louisiana  into  the  Union;  voted  not  to  provide  for 
the  United  Stales'  direct  tax  to  sustain  the  war  of  1614,  As. 

Export  op  QoLD.—From  the  Boston  Patriot.— It  tea  oototi- 
ous  fact,  that  there  is  at  this  moment  a  traffic  carried  on  bet w sea 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  more  destruction  to  oar  nauosml 
interest  than  an  evasion  of  the  embargo,  or  even  partially  sap- 
plying  the  enemy  with  provisions,  as  its  effect  are  so  mach  mor- 
extensive.  We  mean  the  taking  from  this  country  an  mm 
mense  quantity  ofG  OLD  to  Canada;  and  receiving  there}** 
British  Government  bills.  It  is  well  known  that  thooss-ada 
of  pounds  sterling  are  daily  offered  on  the  exchange;  and  audi 
is  the  demand  for  gold,  that  it  will  bring  upwards  of  ftrar  pec 
cent,  advance,  for  the  purpose  of  tbe  above  mentioned  uaflr 
Would  it  not  ba  well  for  our  Government  to  take  it  iatoawrH 
ous  consideration,  and  would  tho  British  find  in  difficult  to  fsjav 
nish  supplies,  and  to  pay  (heir  troops,  was  it  not  for  tfcM  sBfess> 
couro?-~jVW«  Weekly  Re  jitter,  March  19,  IB14. 
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Treasury  Note  BUI— Mr.  Rhttt. 


H.ot  Reps. 


PitmiOBABU  CoMPLiMBirr.— A  lata  Salvn,  (Massarha- 
Mtts)psptr,  alter  mentioning  a  number  of  small  revets  burnt 
bj  tl»  seemy  on  the  neighboring;  coast,  says:  "That  they 
boarded  one  with  totem  to  burn  her,  bnt  discovering  she  «u 
called  the  'Federalist'  observed,  they  would  not  destroy  her  Tor 
her  same's  sake;'  and  she  was  not  destroyed." 

[Nile***  Weekly  Renter,  June  26,  1814. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  RHETT, 

OF  BOUm  CAROLINA, 
h  tin  Hohs*  »f  Represent*  irei,  January  21,  1841 — 
On  the  Treasury  note  bill. 
Mr.  Chairman:  There  are  three  propositions  sob- 
mined  to  the  House  for  supplying  the  necessities  of 
the  Treasury.  The  first  is  ihai  submitted  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean? — an  issue  of  five 
millions  of  Treasury  notes— ba?ed  upon  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  is  bnt  tem- 
porary, and  that  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole 
of  the  emission,  will  be  redeemed  doring  the  fiscal 
year.  The  next  is  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bi*nahd,]  a  permanent 
loan  of  ten  millions  of  dollars.  The  last,  auxiliary 
to  both  of  these,  submitted  by  the  gen'lemaa  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Stanly,]  is  taxation  upon 
silks,  wines,  and  linens.  The  Committee  on  Ma- 
nufactures have  anticipated  one  of  these  expedients 
of  taxation  by  proposing  a  bill  laying  a  duty,  almost 
prohibitory,  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  silks  only.  All 
of  the  expedients  proposed,  excepting  that  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  assume  the  fact 
that  there  is  a  permanent  deficiency  in  the  Trea- 
sury, which  must  be  supplied  by  permanent  means, 
a  funded  debt,  and  increased  taxa'ion.  I  propose, 
sir,  to  show  that  no  such  fact  exists,  and  that  the 
fire  millions  of  Treasury  notes  proposed  by  the  bill 
immediately  under  consideration,  will  be  sufficient 
to  relieve  the  Treasury  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  permanent  deficiency  in  the  Treasury,  sup* 
posed  by  gentlemen,  has  been  estimated  variously. 
The  gentleman  from  Maine  (Mr.  Evans)  puts  it 
at  17,000,000  to  $10,000,000;  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  at  $15,000,000;  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Thompson]  at  $15,000,000;  and  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Barnard]  at 
940,000,000.  The  gentleman  from  Maine,  who 
eomxnecc-d  all  this  prodigious  cyphering,  bejan 
his  table  by  taking  up  the  current  expenditures  of 
.  the  last  year;  and  then,  calling  upon  those  who 
proposed  retrenchment  to  ?how  in  what  particulars 
they  could  be  reduced.  The  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury proposed  to  reduce  them  from  $22,000,000  in 
1840,  to  $19,000,000  for  1841.  Snow  in  what  par- 
ticulars tais  can  be  done.  The  call  is  a  fair  one, 
and  ought  to.be  fairly  and  fully  met. 

The  chief  sources  for  retrenchment,  pointed  out 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  are,  the  public 
buildings,  pensions,  the  fo'filment  of   treaties,  and 
removal  of  Indians.    The  gentleman  from  Maine 
conceded  the  reduced  expenditure  of  the  public 
buildings  of  $200,000;  but  be    strrnuou»ly   com- 
bated   the  two  other  items   of  reduction.     He 
•towed,  from  the  returns  in  the  Pension  Office,  that 
the  deaths  of  the  pensioners  last  year  did  not,  on  an 
average,  reach  four  per  cent ;  but,  ia  his  generosi- 
ty, he  allowed  ten  per  cent ;  and  as  to  the  removal 
of     the    Indians,   there   had   been    appropriated 
for  that  purpose,  the  last  year,  but  $300,000.    All 
the  mi  vine  from  these  sources  would  not  reach 
$1,COO,000. 

The  fallacy  of  taking  the  returns  of  deaths  to  the 
Pension  Office  as  the  creterion  of  expenditures  in 
that  Department,  should  have  occurred  to  a  far 
less  acute  mind  than  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine.  Hundreds  of  pensioners  may  die,  and  yet 
no  statement  of  the  fact  be  conveyed  (o  the  Pen- 
sion Office.  Tne  pension  will  only  not  be  called 
for;  and  after  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  pen- 
sion officer,  the  time  allowed  by  law,  the  money 
appropriated  will  be  returned  to  the  Treasery.  An 
inference  may  be  drawn  thAt  the  pensioner  is  dead; 
but  it  cannot  be  stated  to  be  so  officially;  and  if 
not  dead,  he  can  claim  his  arrears  of  pension.  And 
should  it  not  have  occurred  to  the  gentleman,  that 
even  hts  ten  per  cent,  might  be  too  small  an  esti- 
mate for  the  death*  of  men  between  eighty  and 
o>ne  hundred  yours  oldl  Nothing  but  fraud  and 
perjary  could  keep  up  the  pension-roll  at  such  a 
rate  of  extinguishment;  and,  if  he  chooses  to  as- 
f,  in  bis  computation,  the  deficiency  pf  all 


moral  principle  among  the  Revolutionary  pen- 
sioners, who  chiefly  ceme  from  bis  portion  of  the 
Union,  I  shall  not  take  this  for  granted  in  my  le- 
gislation. 1  take  the  estimate  made,  not  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  but  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions  (a  man  of  undoubted  capacity  and  in- 
tegrity) and  the  pension  bill  reported  by  a  commit- 
tee to  the  House;  and  they  show  an  expenditure  of 
$858,455,  in  1841,  less  than  was  required  in  1840. 
And  now,  sir,  to  the  other  branch  of  dimi- 
nished expenditure — the  removal  of  Indians,  and 
payments  incindentato  their  removal.  It  is  true,  that 
all  which  was  appropriated  the  last  year  for  the 
removal  of  Indians  was  but  $300,000.  But  does 
not  the  gentleman  know  that,  for  years  past, 
there  bave  always  been  expenditures  from  old  ap- 
propriations falling  due,  from  year  to  year,  when 
make  the  appropriations  und*r  this  head,  for  any 
one  year,  no  criterion  at  all  of  what  may  be  ex- 
pended? The  table  of  expenditures,  in  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shows  a  large 
number  of  these  expenditure?;  and  it  is  computed 
that  about  one-half  million  more  of  these  old  out- 
standing appropriations  was  expended  the  last 
year  than  will  be  needed  for  the  year  1841.  There 
is  also  a  half  million  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
agents  of  the  Government,  io  the  far  West,  to  be 
paid  to  the  Cherokees.  It  is  not  yet  known  whether 
this  amount  is  expended.  It  is  charged  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  1840;  but  if  not  made  until  1841, 
the  money  will  b«  with  the  charge  to  meet  it. 
Here,  then,  sir,  is  $1 000,000  more  expended  in 
1840  than  will  be  needed  in  1841. 

There  are  two  other  items,  amorgst  others,  of  re- 
daced  expenditure,  not  mentioned  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  which  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side,  I  am  sure,  will  not  dispute.  Thiv  is  the  short 
session  of  Congrest;  and  we  will  coniinne  assem- 
bled nearly  five  months  less  time  than  in  1840. 
This  will  produce  a  saving  of  not  less  than 
$300,000.  And,  in  looking  over  the  expenditures 
of  the  last  year,  I  find  that  as  large  a  sum  was 
exdeoded  under  old  appropriations  upon  rivers 
roads,  harbors,  and  creeks.  There  appropriation!*, 
most  happily,  are  all  exhausted;  and  unless  Con- 
gress authorize;,  at  the  present  session,  new  ex- 
penditures on  these  objects,  none  can  be  made. 
Here,  then,  is  $600,000  that  should  also  be  de- 
ducted from  last  year's  expenditure.  We  will  now 
carry  out  and  foot  the  bill,  and  see  whsthtr  the  es- 
timate of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the 
expenditures  of  1841  may  be  reduced  some 
$3  000  000,  is  very  extravagant: 
Current  expendUnree  of  1340  -  •  £22,489,319 

Deduct,  for  1841 

Public  buildings  SWO0O 

Pensions    -  •  8fxS,4f>5 

Removal  of  Indians,  Ac.  -  1,000.000 

Short  session  of  Congress,  .100000 

Roads,  harbors,  Ac  300,000 

2,653,455 


Mr.  Evans— 


Mr.  Bsll— 
Mr.  Thompson— 


But  to  all  this  the  answer  is  rea  ly  at  hand.  Ad- 
mitting that  there  are  items  of  expenditure  which 
can  be  saved  from  the  expenditures  of  the  last 
year,  there  are  new  charges  upon  the  Treasory  in 
1841  not  taken  into  computation  in  the  project  sub- 
mitted for  its  expenditures.  Let  us  look,  then,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  account,  and  estimate  the  ex- 
tent ol  these  charg-s: 

(  Navy  pension  fund 

Maine  claims 

Florida  war 

Census 

Postponed   appropriations   for 
building  fortific.uions     - 

Outstanding  appropriations, 

Post  tffhrc  deficiency 
Such  are  the  items,  with  the  $4,500,000  Treasu 
ry  no'e5  unrrdeemed,  whici  make  up  the  ca'cu'a- 
tion  of  indebtedness  these  gentlemen  submit  against 
the  Government. 

I  might  dispute  the  expense  for  the  navy  pension 
fund,  because  it  is  as  yet  a  bill.  I  might  dispute 
the  Maine  claim,  because  it  is  but  a  claim.  Bat, 
a*  I  think  that  appropriations  ought  to  be  made  for 
these  objects,  I  will  yield  these  items.  The  Flori- 
da war  iv  the  only  formidable  charge;  not  so  m  ich 
on  account  of  &ny  inherent  difficulty  in  the  case,  as 
irom  the  vast  sums  which  hive  been  already  en- 
gulfed in  its  prosecution.  However  clear  may  be 
our  information,  there  will  be  a  lingering  appre- 


•150.000 
220.000 

1.500  000 
600,000 

1 ,500,000 

10000,000 

1,500,000 


hension  that  we  may  not  comprehend  or  truly  slate 
the  demands  this  war  may  require  upon  the  Trea- 
sury. The  Territorial  authorities,  acting  in  combi- 
nation with  the  authorities  of  the  Government,  tend 
also  to  increase  our  confusion  as  to  our  eventual 
liabilities.  We  must  allow  for  our  doubts,  as  well 
as  our  information. 

There  has  been  a  demand  made  by  the  War  De- 
partment, of  but  $250,000,  to  pay  the  militia  for 
past  services  during  the  last  year.  This  we  will  ad- 
mit. There  must  be  a  considerable  sum  due,  oa 
the  same  account,  since  the  close  of  the  last  quar- 
ter in  September,  when  the  financial  reports  were 
made  up  to  be  submitted  to  Congress.  We  will 
doub'e  the  amount  require  I  to  pay  past  services, 
and  put  it  at  $500,000.  Bat  it  is  said  that,  some 
time  since,  the  Secretary  of  War  proposed  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  an  appropriation 
of  $2  500,000  to  carry  on  the  ordinary  operations  in 
Florida;  and  it  is  on  this  ground  that  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  estimates  an  expenditure  of  $1,500/000. 
If  he  had  any  reliance  on  this  proposal  of  the  Se- 
cretary, be  ought  to  have  gone  the  whole  $3,500,* 
000  at  once.  But  I  think  the  gentleman  has 
misapprehended  the  Secretary.  This  appropria- 
tion is  required  by  this  department,  to  support  vo- 
lunteers, (1,500  mounted  men,  and  600  foot,)  to 
be  armed,  mounted  and  equipped,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  a  bill  when  passed  the  Senate,  and 
was  reported  to  this  House  I  a  ^  session  by  the  Mili- 
tary Committee.  It  is  not  asked  to  support  militia, 
but  volunteers  to  be  enlisted,  according  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  General  Jesup,  and  tho  provisions  of 
this  bill,  for  twelve  months  or  doring  the  war,  as 
permanent  adjuncts  to  the  regular  army.  Unless, 
therefore,  you  legislate  the  authority,  no  such  large 
expenditure  can  be  made.  Botjadmitting  that  the 
appropriation  is  asked  to  pay  ibe  militia  force 
which  may  be  employed  duriug  tbe  ensuing  year, 
in  prosecuting  th*  war,  does  it  follow  necessarily 
that  the  expense  will  be  incurred?  The  militia  can 
be  called  out  into  service  but  three  months;  and  > 
are  gentlemen  sure  that,  if  now  in  service,  they 
will  be  in  service  on  the  4th  ot  March  next?  and  if 
then  in  frrvrce,  will  they  be  called  out  by  the  suc- 
ceeding President,  and  be  continued  in  rervice  dur- 
ing the  >ear?  The  Indians,  since  the  proposed  ap- 
propriation by  the  Secretary  of  War,  have  been 
broken  up  in  their  stronghold?,  and  are  daily  com- 
ing in;  whilst  the  summer  heats  are  rapidly  ap- 
proaching, when  military  operations  mu*t  be  sus- 
pended. Although  there  are  4,500  of  our  regular 
troops  in  Florida,  I  do  not  say  that  two  mil- 
lions, or  twice  two  millions,  may  not  be  expended 
durii.g  the  year,  in  the  prrs  cation  of  this  war. 
That  will  depend  upon  the  succeeding  Administra- 
tion. But  I  do  say,  that  according  to  our  present 
information  and  our  future  prospects,  $750,000 
will  be  a  fair  estimate  for  all  its  necessary  expendi- 
expenduurfs. 

The  expense  of  taking  the  census,  $500,000,  and 
the  postponed  appropriations  fur  fortifications,  of 
$1,500,000  more,  are  easily  ditpo&ed  of.  They 
constitute  a  part  ( f  the  next  item,  of  $10,000,000 
ot  ou  standing  appropriatifag,  charged  by  th<*  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [nr.  Bell]  as  gentlemen 
will  see  by  looking  over  the  list  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  We  come  then  at  once 
to  this  gr«at  i  em  of  $10,000,000.  It  constitutes 
the  chief  argument— a  I  mo  t  tbe  only  argument,  (for 
without  it  no  argument  would  have  been  pre- 
tended,) of  indebt-duess  in  the  Government,  and  a 
deficiency  in  the  Treasury  for  the  wants  of  the  en- 
suing year.  I  think  I  will  show  that,  to  represent 
these  outstanding  appropriations  as  liabilities  upon 
the  Treasury,  for  which  additional  means  are  to  be 
provided  beyond  the  new  appropriation*,  is  a  gross 
falUcy. 

Great  confusion  with  respect  to  this  item,  rcsul'- 
ing  in  some  degree  from  the  imperfect  heading  of 
the  nccvurrs  in  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  has  been  repeatedly  exhibited  in  Con- 
gress. Last  year  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Dawsoh,]  and  many  others,  insisted  that  this  item 
was  so  much  money  in  the  Treasury.  Now  it  is 
insisted  that  it  is  a  debt,  to  discharge  which,  during 
the  year,  means  must  be  providd.  It  is  neither 
the  on*  nor  the  other.  It  is  seen  in  all  our  annual 
reports,  ranging  from  tea  to  twenty  millions.   Last 
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year  it  was  thirteen  millions  this  year,  ten.  It 
consists  of  liabilities  on  the  Treasury  on  account 
of  past  appropriations,  to  complete  which  the  mo- 
ney has  not  been  called  for;  and  when  the  mo- 
ney is  called  for  during  anv  one  year,  there  will 
usually  be  as  much  money  undrawn  from  the 
*  Treasury  remaining  on  hand  from  the  new  ap- 
propriations. Thus  the  money  taken  on  account 
of  the  old  appropriations  will  be  balanced  by  the 
money  remaining  in  the  Treasury  from  the  new 
appropriations.  The  whole  of  an  appropriation 
can  seldom  or  never  be  expended  immediately; 
because  the  application  of  labor  is  necessarily 
gradual  and  limited.    Public  works  are  not  com- 

Jileted  in  a  day;  and  whatever  amount  is  drawn 
or  such  purposes  by  virtue  of  old  appropriations,  is 
counterbalanced  on  the  Treasury  books  by  the  new, 
for  which  money  is  not  re  quired.  The  account 
thus  runs  on  from  year  to  year;  the  outstanding  ap- 
propriations at  any  one  time  being  pretty  much  the 
same.  It  is  therefore  an  affair  of  paper, 
not  *>f  debt,  for  which  money  must  be  sup- 
plied. I*  it  not  astonishing,  sir,  that  men  old  in 
legislation  on  this  flocr  should  alarm  themselves, 
and  endeavor  to  alarm  the  country,  by  such  egre- 
gious mistakes*?  And  yet,  this  single  item  consti- 
tutes the  main  ground  for  the  declamation  we  have 
heard  about  a  bankrupt  Treasury  and  profligate 
Administration;  whilst  an  extra  session  of  Congress 
is  gravely  urged,  to  stop  op  the  enormous  gap  it 
has  made  in  the  Treasury. 

The  last  charge  is  on  account  of  the  Post  Office, 
made  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Thompson,]  of 
11,500.000.  I  turn  to  the  Postmaster  General's  re- 
port, and  I  find  that  he  puts  the  indebtedness  of  his 
Department  at  bat  1219,845.  Nor  will  even  this 
small  amount  be  any  charge  npon  the  year  1841, 
for  which  extraordinary 'means,  by  taxation  or  per- 
manent loans,  need  be  provided.  The  Postmaster 
General  says,  in  his  report:  "But  the  pie  sent  appa- 
rently unfavorable  financial  condition  of  the  De- 
partment need  occasion  no  anxiety.  It  can  be  sus- 
tained upon  its  own  resources,  and  soon  placed  in 
a  safe  and  prosperous  condition.1'  •  •  • 
"With  a  reasonable  expectation  of  a  reduction  in 
the  expenses  of  the  transportation,  and  nearly  a 
certainty  of  a  considerable  increase  in  its  revenues, 
the  future  prospects  of  the  Department  are  highly 
satisfactory." 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  contracts  for 
transporting  the  mail  are  made  for  four  year?;  conse- 
quently a  large  portion  of  the  contracts  fulfilled 
within  the  last  two  years  were  made  when  prices 
were  very  high,  and  have  therefore  been  extrava- 
gant for  the  times.  Thi*  department  has  been  in. 
debted  repeatedly  beyond  this  amount;  but  it  has 
been  lefi  to  itself",  and  has  always  worked  ont  is 
own  extrication,  and  doubtless  now  need  no  assist- 
ance fiom  any  resources  but  its  own.  This  item 
therefore  may  be  wiped  ont. 

Let  us  now  review  the  account,  and  see  how  it 
stands: 

Navy  pension  fund      ...     f  150,000 
Maine  claims  ...      220,000 

Florida  war     ....       750,000 
Census  -  - .         -  . 

Postponed  appropriations  for  fortifica- 
tions - 
Outstanding  appropriations      - 
Post  Office  deficiency   - 


fl,  120,000 


So  much  for  the  enormous  bill  of  particulars, 
under  which  the  Treasury  was  to  sink.  Add  this 
Jl,  120,000  to  tbe  appropriations  for  the  year  1841, 
contained  in  the  bills  reported  to  tbe  House,  and 
now  lying  on  our  table,  in  conformity  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  then 
let  us  compare  them  with  our  resources  for  the 
year: 

New  appropriations  proposed  for  1841  f  16  621,000 
Permanent  -•-  -  -  -    1,013,300 

Charge?  admitted  above  -  -    1,120,000 

Treasury  notes  outstanding     •  -   4,500,000 

23,254,200 
Resources  of  the  Treasury,  with  the        ♦ 


issue  of  $5,000,000  Treasury  notes 

proposed  by  the  bilt: 
Customs       -  -         $19  000,000 

Lands  -  -  3,500,000 

Miscellaneous  •  80,000 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  in 

January  last  -  1,530.85* 

From  banks  -  -  -  220,000 

Treasury  notes  which  may 

be  issued  by  tbe  last  act      -  342.618 


24,723,473 
Add  new  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  proposed  by  the  oil',    5  000,000 

29,723,473 

6,479,273 
Redeem  the  $5,000,000  Tn»a<?ury  note%   5,000,000 

1.479,273 


Thu%  sir,  the  Government  will  be  enabled,  not 
only  to  redeem  the  $4,500,000  of  Treasury  notes 
now  outstanding,  but  also  the  $5  000,000  of 
Treasury  notes  authorized  to  be  issued  by  ihe  bill 
under  consideration,  (should  it  be  found  expedi- 
ent to  issue  them,)  and  have,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  in  tbe  Trea- 
sury. In  my  estimate  of  our  revenue  from  the 
customs,  I  have  put  it  at  what  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  conceived  to  be  reasonable,  and  I  believe 
every  representative  from  our  great  commercial 
emporiums  will  approve.  The  other  i*ems  of  our 
resources  have  been  undisputed,  and  I  believe  O 
be  indisputable.  Where  now  is  your  necessity  f«»r 
a  ten  million  loan,  or  increased  taxation?  Neither 
expedient  can  be  necessary,  according  to  the  scale 
of  erpenditure  we  propose  to  give;  nor,  if  they 
are  increased  several  million*;,  will  the  Go- 
vernment be  embarrassed.  But  will  our  scale 
of  expenditure  satisfy  you?  Certainly  not.  Tbe 
gentleman  from  Maine,  and  tbe  gentleman  from 
New  York,  have  bath  proved  this  present  Ad- 
ministration to  be  one  of  the  meanest  and  most 
parsimonious  that  has  ever  afflicted  the  coun- 
try; although  never,  since  the  first  days  of  the 
confederacy,  have  our  foreign  relations,  con- 
stituting as  they  di  the  chit f  object  of  its  crea- 
tion, been  conducted  with  more  skill  and  dig- 
nity, nor  our  national  character  stood  higher 
abroad,  than  within  the  last  lour  years.  But 
yesterday,  it  rioted  in  extravagance,  and  want- 
toned  in  its  profligate  expenditures  of  the  peo- 
pie's  money.  But  now,  it  has  neglocted  its 
duty  to  the  country,  in  the  unprincipled  at- 
tempt to  spend  only  what  is  absolutely  necessary, 
instead  of  aiming  at  that  position  of  dignity  and 
efficiency  which  a  larger  and  more  liberal  expendi- 
ture would  secure.  The  limes,  sir,  have  changed. 
A  new  Administration  is  about  to  run  its  course. 
In  the  accusation  of  parsimony  and  meanness  now, 
no  more  than  in  tha  imputation  of  extravagance 
formerly,  was  justice  regarded  towards  tbe  present 
Administration.  But  the  purpose  now  is  to  prepare 
us  for  the  glorious  advent  of  that  enlarged  econo- 
my which  will  take  every  harbor,  cieek,  road,  and 
river,  and  the  whole  body  of  cairns  on  your  files, 
within  its  capacions  folds.  Th.-nwill  ih*  debt  of 
forty  millions  of  dollars,  so  strenuously  contended 
for  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  come  into 
brilliant  existence.  But,  as  yet,  we  have  the 
majority;  and  intend,  whilst  taking  care  that  no 
more  money  thall  be  expended  than  an  economi- 
cal administration  of  the  Government  requires,  *t 
tae  »ame  time  to  place  ample  means  within  the  con- 
trol of  the  succeeding  Administration,  to  maintain 
the  faith  of  the  Government  in  every  obligation 
imposed  upon  it  by  our  appropriations.  Oar  views 
of  doty  will  not  allow  us  to  go  more— it  will  not 
allow  us  to  do  less. 

Seeing  the  repeated  and  resolute  efforts,  on  the 
part  of  gentlemen,  in  spite  of  facts,  to  make  our, 
by  figures,  the  necessity  of  additional  means  for 
the  use  of  Government,  I  was  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand the  purpose.  If  an  extra  session  of  Congress 
was  wanted,  to  keep  up  the  cha«e  whilst  the  blood 
was  warm,  there  was  the  Independent  Treasury  bill 
to  be  repealed,  and  the  establishment  of  a  United 
States  Bank,  to  justify  the  measure,  at  least  to  thote 


who  had  placed  them  in  power.  Bui  the  nmtery 
was  solved,  yesterday,  in  the  Senate,  by  the  frank 
declarations  of  a  disiinguished  Senator,  about  to 
occupy,  if  rumor  be  true,  the  highest  seat  in  the 
coon -els  of  the  ensuing  Administration.  He  de- 
clared that  his  purpose  was  to  abstract  from  tae 
Treasury  the  four  millions  annually  accruing  from 
the  public  lands  by  giving  ihera  to  the  States,  aad 
to  supply  t^e  vacuum  by  taxation  through  the  ens- 
toms—  chiefly  on  silks.  The  charge  of  indebted- 
ness in  the  Government  is  thus  virtually  given  op; 
and  the  propose  i  scheme  of  taxation  on  silk,  and 
other  productions  of  France,  is  distinctly  united 
wi  h  the  project  of  distribution.  I  understand  tnic 
it  is  sensible  and  manly;  although,  I  think,  unwar- 
ranted by  tbe  Constitution,  and  will  be  fatal,  by  its 
corrupting  influences,  tot  our  whole  frame  of  Go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  oppored  to  a  tax  on  lax* 
uries.  On  the  contrary,  I  shall  be  prepared,  when 
the  time  arrives,  if  any  discrimination  'is  admitted 
in  our  duties,  to  go  as  far  as  any  one  in  the  polity 
of  relLving  the  necessities  of  life  from  taxation, 
and  raising  all  the  revenue  we  may  require  by 
imposts  on  luxuries.  But  I  am  not  prepared  to 
tax  any  thing  to  replace  money  which  may  be  ta- 
ken from  tbe  Treasury  to  be  given  to  tht  States, 
A  giving  Government  is  essentially  a  tyranny.  Free 
Governments  are  fiduciary,  not  absolute,  in  their 
character,  and  have  no  right  to  expend  money  but 
for  the  purposes  they  were  organized  to  foJfil. 
Largesses  to  the  people  have  ever  proved  to  be  the 
price  of  their  liberties,  or  the  instrument  by  which 
they  have  been  overthrown.  Under  no  circom- 
stances,  therefore,  will  I  aid  a  policy  which  all  his- 
tory proves  to  be  so  fatal  to  liberty.  Bat  if  I  were 
prepared  to  adopt  it,  I  should  not  supply  the  va- 
cuum in  the  Treasury  it  would  occasion  by  a  Ux 
on  fHtrticuhtr  luxuries,  imported  chiefly  by  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  South,  and  leave  those  free  of  duty 
which  are  imported  by  the  productions  of  other 
portions  of  the  Union.  Tax  all  luxuries  or  tax 
none.  The  trade  between  France  and  this  country, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  burden,  is  carried  on  almost 
exclusively  by  the  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco  of  tbe 
South.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  table  carefully  com- 
piled, showing  the  exports  and  imports  between 
France  and  tbe  United  States,  from  the  year  183510 
1839,  inclusive. 

Export*  to  France. 


1835. 

1636. 

1837. 

1838. 

1839. 

Exports    • 

Dollar*. 
20,075,066 

Dollars. 
21,441,200 

Dollar*. 
19,750,263 

Dollar*    Dolton. 
15,832406  18,336,8* 

Cotl  >n      - 
Tobacco   - 
Rice 

17,460,4  IS 
937,129 
245,317 

17,519,787 
954,846 
413,546- 

15,265,079 
723,84? 
274,629 

12,369,073  13.323,142 

1,232,410     81I>,«3 

139^5     330,911 

Thus  the  whole  direct  export  trade  is  carried  on 
almost  entirely  by  our  staples;  and,  undoubtedly, 
they  contribute  also  largely  to  the  indirect  trade  by 
which  the  importations  from  France  are  effected, 
ctnsistin*  or  an  average  of  from  three  to  ten  mil* 
lions  of  dollars. 

Imports  from  France. 


1835. 

183* 

1837. 

1S3SL 

1839. 

Imports   - 

Dollar* 
•23,362,584 

Dollars 
37,036,235 

D>n«ra. 
22,083,514 

Dollars. 
18,771,797 

DoUii£, 

Silks 
Wines      - 

12,097,386 
1,591,412 

15,611,18* 
1,915,180 

£675,815 
1,713,203 

5,670,625 

889,463 

15,0»jTB 
UB9& 

Of  worsted  and  worsted -stuCT  g~ods,  we  also  in* 
ported  a  million  and  a  half  average;  of  liaea, 
about  half  a  million;  and  pi  specie,  about  a  ofr 
lion.  Whilst  of  manufactured  cotton  good* 
we  imported  scarcely  one  million  a  year.  1%** 
showing  that  this  lucrative  tr-uie,whilsl  itistenencUi 
to  the  South,  does  not  come  into  competition  wi(b 
the  cotton  manufactures  of  the  North.  Its  bear* 
ing  on  the  navigation  interests — thai  great  inte- 
rest, which,  unle&s  crippled  or  crushed  by  carta* 
wise  legislation,  is  destined  to  be  tbe  bulwark* 
our  national  independence— is  also  most  remarka- 
ble. Nearly  the  whole  trade  is  carried  on  by  b* 
own  shipping,  as  will  be  seen  bytbefrlbviBf 
tablet 
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1835.         1836. 


I  DoUu*. 
laports  .  |23,362,564 
la  Amer. 


P  >llar«. 
37,036,235 


Exports  .  {20,075,00621,111,200 
In  Amer. 

JI7,545,966 

i  I 


1837. 


1838. 


Dollar*.    Dollars. 
22038,514  18,771,797 


)22£Hm  36,166.824  30,265,909)16,374,706 


19,750,253,15,824,406 
18^W,370  16,260,391113,246,193 


1839. 


Dollars. 
32,531.32t 

30,411,037 


18,336,854 
13,721,034 


This  is  the  trade  it  it  proposed  to  cat  op  by  a 
doty,  almost  prohibitory,  of  20  per  cent,  on  silks, 
aad  the  other  productions  of  France  in  proportion. 
It  would  &eem  to  be  manifest  that,  if  a  heavy  duty 
is  laid  on  the  imports  of  any  commodity,  it  most 
affect  the  value  oi  the  production  with  which  the 
imports  are  affected.    If  we  do  not  take  the  pro- 
ductions of  France,  how  can  she  take  ours?    A. id, 
if  you  burden  them  with  taxes,  must  she  not  take 
tas  cotton  and  tobacco,  or  take  them  at  a  less 
price!    This  would  s<»em  too  clear  for  argument. 
Bat  my  colleague  (Mr.  Thompson)  has  found  an 
argument  in  advocating  this  scheme  of  taxation, 
which  proves,  to  his  entire  satisfaction,  that  onr 
staples  cannot  be  affected  by  any  duties  we  may 
inprae.     It  is  ibis:  Taxation  on    luxuries   does 
never  diminish  the  consumption  of  them.     Put 
wine,  be  say-*,  at  six  dollars  a  btttie,  and  it  will 
sell  as  freely  as  at  one.    This  is  a  bold  assumption, 
and  may  be  true  sometimes  with  a  profl  gate  cox- 
comb; but  certainly  conflicts  with  all  the  precon- 
ceived notions  of  political  economy.    It  can  only 
be  true  upon  the  supposition  that  onr  means  for 
purchasing   and   con^umiug     are     unlimited;    a 
fact  we  would  all  be  glad  to  know  and  feel.    If 
they     are     limited— then,    however    diminished, 
whether  by  taxation,  c  n  flag  ration,  or  any  other 
cause,  our  consumption  in u\ I  be  dim  nished  with 
them.    Toe  gentleman'*  doctrine,  if  true,  will  abo 
lend  to  the  eo  mi  or  table  conclusion   that   taxation 
can  never  affect  consumption,  aod  will  be  no  bur* 
den  at  all.    If  it  cannot  diminish  the  consumption 
of  supei flu iiics  and  luxuries,  how  can  it  diminsh 
thai  of  necessities?    Necessities,  from  the  force  of 
the  term,  imply  things  which  mnst  be  consumed, 
because  implicated   with  existence  itself;  and  if 
luxuries  will  also  be  equally  consumed,  whether 
taxed  or  free — then  the  consumption  of  a  people 
will  always  be  the  same,  nuder  any  form  of  taxa- 
tion.    It  has  hitherto  been  supposed  that  taxation, 
beinjf  a  deprivation  of  the  means  of  consumption, 
wuukl  diminish  consumption,  especially  on  those 
articles  which  men  could  do  wi'hout — the  luxuries 
or  superfluities  of  life. 

Bat  my  colleague  goes  farther.  He  conteuds 
that  the  South  will  absolutely  be  benefited  by  cut- 
ting off  oar  silk  traie  with  France.  It  will  induce, 
or  rather  compel,  the  women  of  America  to  wear 
cotton  instead  of  silk  gowns,  and  thus  increase  the 
demand  for  our  raw  cotttn. 

Throwing  out  of  consideration  the  fact,  that  if 
we  consume  cotton  fabrics  instead  of  silk,  the  sup- 
ply will  not  be  from  France,  as  her  small  exporta- 
tion of  cotton  goods  to  this  country  clearlr  shows, 
the  gentleman,  to  make  his  position  good,  would 
have  to  prove  that  tne  value  of  silk  and  cotton  fa- 
brics is  the  same.  If  siik  lace  or  a  silk  gown  is 
worth  ten  times  more  than  similar  commodities  of 
cotton,  it  is  clear  that  consuming  the  same  quanti- 
ties of  each  will  not  equalize  the  trade.  To  com- 
pensate the  cotton  plauter  for  excluding  a  silk  gown, 
parcba^ed  and  imported  by  his  cotton,  tbe  girls 
mast  wear  oat  tsn  gowns  in  its  stead.  This  would 
require  an  unusual  activi'y  of  motion,  and  a  ward- 
robe far  outnumbering  that  of  the  Du:ch  girls,  with 
their  woollen  petticoats,  so  ludicrously  described 
by  Washington  Irviog  in  hi*  Knickerbocker.  If 
British  cotton  good?,  equal  in  quantity,  are  substt- 
la'ed  in  onr  markets  for  the  silks  of  France,  it  will 
cat  off  tbe  demand  for  our  cotton  exactly  in  the 
proportion  that  silk  is  more  valuable  than  cotton. 

Nor  can  we  see  any  thing  ia  excluding  French 
silks  from  our  markets  which  will  incret»«e  the  con- 
sumption of  ra  v  cotton  in  France.  T.ie  tweoty 
tniiltoDS  of  raw  cotton  purchased  by  her  silks  and 
ether  manufacfur  s  is  worked  up  into  >ome  eighty 
or  a  hundred  millions  of  th;  manufactured  article, 
which  is  consume  I  almost  entirely  in  France.  This 
is  the   consumption  resulting  from  our  cotton  im- 
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poited  into  France.  Now,  if  the  gem  Lj  in  an  de- 
stroys our  hade  with  Francf,  and  she  is  forced  to 
supply  herself  with  cotton  elsewhere,  iu  conse- 
quence of  our  rtfu>ing  to  receive  her  manufactures 
in  return,  it  is  obvious  that,  to  repay  the  Southern 
planters  for  the  diminished  consumption  of  twenty 
millions  of  their  raw  cotton,  he  must  produce  a 
market  for  eight  or  a  hundred  millions  (or  tbe  ma- 
tt ufacured  material.  Do  gentlemen  suppose  their 
invention  and  prowess  in  legislation,  equal  to  such 
a  task? 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  it  is 
only  necessary  for  Southern  enterprise  find  industry 
to  find  a  profitable  market  for  our  staples,  and  it  is 
immediately  struck  at  by  this  Government.  Your 
tariff,  before  1833,  burdened  cur  commerce  and  de- 
pressed our  staples  in  all  the  markets  of  the  wotld. 
In  1833— not  Irom  a  regard  to  our  interests,  but 
contrary  to  our  interests,  to  subserve  tbe  purposes 
of  our  manufacturer?,  who  did. not  manufacture 
silk  or  make  wines — you  left  siiks  and  wines  free 
of  duty..  The  treaty  wi;n  France  in  1831  reduc  d 
the  duties  on  our  long  cottons,  and  left  our  cot- 
ton with  a  nominal  duty*  merely  upon  them, whilst 
it  reduced  tbe  duty  on  wines.  We  accommodated 
ourselves  to  our  situation.  A  lucrative  and  harm- 
lefts  trade  has  grown  up  between  ourselves  and  our 
first  great  ally;  aud  now,  the  first  modificati  n  of 
the  tariff  proposed,  is  to  cripple,  and  perhaps  de- 
stroy this  trade  entirely.  If  the  spirit  of  retaliation 
is  awakened,  do  gentlemen  suppose  that  they  will 
have  it  all  on  one  side? 

If  I  beard  with  regret  the  advocacy  of  my  col- 
league of  th-s  proposal,  unnrce.sanly  to  burden  a 
trade  peculiarly  beneficial  to  riie  Souh,  it  was  wi;h 
still  greater  regret  1  heard  him  introduce  the  sab- 
ject  of  a  general  adjustment  of  the  tariff.  He 
stated,  and  Mated  truly,  if  his  portion  as  to  the  in- 
debtedness of  ihe  Gove;n:ueiit  wa<  correct,  that  a 
tax  on  silks  and  win?s  did  nit  inter/ere  with  the 
provisions  of  the  comproibi*e  act  of  1933.  Why, 
then,  did  he  go  fur>h?r  than  the  cu^e  leqaired, 
and  not  only  mauratn  the  expediency  of  taxing 
within  the  limits  of  that  act,  but  discuss  the  sub- 
ject of  a  projective  tariff  generally, and  broadly 
maintain  that  the  act  of  1833  was  permanent  and 
perpetual  in  its  provisions,  rnd  the  discriminations 
it  contains  in  favor  of  the  manufacturers  ought  to 
be  continued  after  the  year  1843?  Honor  and 
henesty,  he  contended,  required  this  at  our  hand'. 
If  these  positioos  be  true,  a  protective  tariff  is  fas- 
tened on  the  country  forever. 

1  maintain,  sir,  that  the  act  of  1833  is  not  per- 
petual inriis  terms,  but  expires  on  iho  30th  day  of 
June,  1842,  and  that  the  principle  guarantied  in 
that  bill,  so  far  from  justifying  the  continuance  of 
tbe  protective  policy  iu  our  system  of  taxation,  i* 
directly  the  reverse,  and  look*  distinctly  to  its  enure 
abandonment. 

1  recollect  well  whvn  this  act  first  passed,  taking 
my  opinions  rather  from  wrut  others  *aid,  than  an 
inspection  of  the  act,  1  had  an  impression  that  this 
act  did  not  expire  in  1842:  but  the  duty  of  acting 
upon  it,  lately  brought  me  to  an  examination  of  its 
provisions,  and  I  saw  immediately  that  my  impres- 
sions were  erroneous. 

The  third  sec  ion  of  tbe  act  provides: 
"That,  until  the  thirtieth  day  or  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-two,  the  duuee  imposed  by  existing  laws,  as 
modified  by  this  act,  shall  remain  and  continue  to  be  collected. 
Ju\<\  from  &ml  after  the  diy  last  aforesaid,  all  duties  upon  im- 
ports shall  be  collected  in  ready  money,  and  all  credits  now 
allowed  by  law  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  abolished;  and  such 
duties  shall  be  laid  for  the  purpose  of  raising  such  revenue  as 
may  be  nectssary  to  an  economical  ad  in i.i isi  ration  of  the  Go- 
▼ernm.nL" 

Now  here,  sir,  "the  duties  imposed  by  exhtiig 
laws,  as  modified  by  this  act,"  are  to  "remain  and 
continue  to  be  collected"  only  until  the  30th  June, 
1842;  4,aod  fr»m  and  after  the  day  last  aforesaid,'1 
"such  duties  thnl  be  laid  for  th:  purpose  of  raising 
sue h  revenue  as  may  be  Decenary  to  an  economi- 


•Tlieduty  on  cottons  imported  into  France,  in  American  or 
French  bottoms,  U  twenty  francs  on  one  hundred  kilogrammes. 
The  duly  i?  the  same  m\  co::«D9  ciming  from  HoutliAmeric  a. 
A  dU'ritnin--i(ion  in  muita  on  coMnnsimportAl  i«  Fi-rnrh  bot- 
toms from  Key  pi,  tlic  duly  bein<*  but  fifteen  IV'iucs.  When  im- 
poriH  innny  o'hfr  bottom*,  it  h  twenty  (Vines.  Th«  importa- 
tion of  cotton  Iron:  (he  Unitftl  ritatej  into  France  in  181S  was 
7,CoQ  100  kilogrammes;  in  ls38,itwaa  43.790  0)0  kilogrammes; 
whilst  the  importation  from  Egypt  in  1825  was  7  6'J5,00J  kilo- 
gratmmej;  in  1838,  it  was  only  2,363,178  kilogramme*.  This 
shows  the  progress  of  the  trade. 


cal  admiaistra  ion  of  the  Government.11  Is  it  not 
plain  that  the  duties  continue  only  until  30. h  June, 
1842?  and  ii  it  not  also  plain  that,  after  that  pe- <- 
riod,  the  protective  principle  was  to  be  aban- 
doned? We  should  call  to  mind  the  point  of  contest. 
The  South,  or  rather  South  Carolina,  contended 
that  Congress,  in  laying  duties  duties  on  import*, 
bad  no  constitutional  right  to  discriminate  between 
any  articles,  excepting  on  the  ground  of  revenue. 
It  has  no  constitutional  right  to  lav  its  taxes  with 
tbe  view  of  fostering  the  interests  of  the  manufac- 
turers, or  in  any  manner  promoting  the  interests  of 
one  class  of  producers  rather  than  another;  all  be- 
ing equally  entitled  to  any  immedia'c  or  incidental 
benefit  which  may  arise  from  the  duties  belonging 
to  all,  and  laid  for  all.  This  act  continues  the  dis- 
criminations in  favor  of  the  manufacturers  until 
30th  June,  1842,  and  says  that  then  they  shall  be 
laid  for  revenue.  What  was  the  compromise  ef- 
fected by  this  act?  It  was  this,  or  it  was  nothing: 
Wesnbmitud  to  disci imiqatioas  in  the  duties  for 
the  benefit  of  the  manufacturers  for  nine  years,  on 
condition  that  then,  aud  forever,  the  protective 
principle  wa*»  to  be  abandoned;  and  no  dhcrimina* 
tions  were  to  be  imposed,  excepting  those  which  a 
single  eye  to  the  revenue  only  would  require.  It 
was  a  great  contest  about  constitutional  principles, 
and  it  was  settled  by  tolerating  an  unconstitutional 
tate  of  things  for  nine  years,  that  Ue  Constitution 
might  then  be  restored. 

It,  by  the  third  section,  tht  duties  are  laid  only 
until  the  30th  June,  1842,  the  fif:h  section  of  this 
act  ishows  distinctly  whit  shall  he  done  after  that 
period:  "and  all  imports  on  which  the  first  section 
(containing  the  protected  articles)  of  this  act  may 
operate,  and  all  artie'es  now  adniit'.ed  to  entry  free 
from  duty,  or  paying  a  less  rate  of  duty  than  twenty 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  before  the  said  30th  day  of 
June,  1842,/roni  and  after  thai  day  may  be  admitted 
to  entry,  sutj  *ct  to  such  duly,  not  exceeding  twenty 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  as  shall  be  provided  for  by 
law." 

There  is  here  a  guarantee  that  the  pr>  tected,  as 
well  as  the  nn protected  article* — ihore  which  bore 
a  discriminating  duty  for  the  benefit  of  manufac- 
turers, and  those  free — thould,  all  of  them,  be  at 
least  as  low  in  the  duty  as  twenty  per  cent,  ad 
valorem;  but  not  a  word  is  said  as  to  any  discrimi- 
nation between  them.  They  are  t  >  be  then  such 
"as  shall  be  provided  for  ty  l.tw;"  and  an  equal 
ad  valorem  duty  is  pointed  to  a>  i  e  scale  \if  their 
adjustment.  1  hesitate  not  to  :ay,  should  you 
omit  legislation  on  the  subject,  before  the  30ih 
June,  1842,  not  a  dollar  alter  that  day  can  be  col- 
lected through  the  cus'oms.  No  tariff  will  be  ia 
existence. 

Is  it  not,  them,  Mr.  Chairman,  an  extraordinary 
construction  of  this  act,  that  it  is  perpetual  in  its 
provisions;  and  that  we  arc  bound— although  it 
will  be  dead  by  its  own  limitation  in  1842,  and 
contains,  on  its  (ace,  a  renunciatcn  of  the  protective 
principle—that,  in  honesty  and  henwr,  we  are  bound 
to  give  it  life  agsio,  and  perpetuate  those  unjust 
and  unconstitutional  di«criminations,  to  disburden 
ourselves  of  which,  we  have  borne  their  weight  for 
nine  year*?  t  he  price  is  paid.  We  have  endured 
excessive  taxation,  far  beyond  the  win's  of  our 
Government,  with  all  the  disasters  of  a  surplus 
revenue,  in  its  influence  upon  the  currency;  and 
we  bave  befe>r.j  u?,  under  the  baneful  iuftuence  of 
the  deposit e  act,  flowing  from  its  terms,  the  still 
greater  disaster,  if  carried  into  effect,  of  a  distribu- 
tion of  a  poruon  of  our  revenue  to  the  States  of  the 
Confederacy.  All  these  evils,  past  and  prospec- 
tive, we  have  encountered,  that  the  manufacturer! 
might  have  the  fail  benefit  of  the  privileges  this 
act  conferred  upon  them.  And  now,  when  their 
portion  of  th«  compromise  is  to  be  performed,  what 
do  we  hear?  Any  stirring  appeals  to  the  Northern 
State?  to  stand  to  their  engagements—- to  fu<fil  their 
faith  by  every  consideration  which  individual  or 
national  honor  cr.n  insp  re,  and  abandon  forever 
the  piincipU*  of  protection?  No,  sir!  no;  the  ap- 
peal is  mriN  to  us— io  m,  who,  for  thirty 
years,  hav  borne  dL-crimi'iatinp;  duties  for  tbeir 
benefit.  We  must  bear  more;  and  bear  it  for- 
ever— yield  np  the  prinriple  of  protection,  and  once 
more  lie  at  uV  mercy  of  a  mfijoriiy  in  Congres*,  the 
prosperity  of  whose  constituents,  in  their  opinion. 
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rises  exactly  in  proportion  to  our  opposition.  And 
all  this  we  must  do  in  the  sacred  name  of  honesty 
and  honor.  Why,  even  supposing  my  colleague's 
construction  to  be  correct,  and.  I  hat  there  was  a 
distinct  clause  in  the  act  of  1833,  declaring  that 
the  protected  articles  should  bare  a  discrimi- 
nating duty  in  their  iavor  of  20  per  cent,  foreyer — 
what  moral  principle  would  bind  ns  to  its  observ- 
ance? We  have  declared,  that  in  our  opinion,  all 
discriminations  made  in  our  tariff,  for  the  benefit 
of  manufacturers,  are  unconstitutional.  Admitt  ins; 
that  former  statesmen,  filling  the  seats  we  now 
occupy,  had  made  legislative  arrangements  with 
respect  to  this  subject,  which  come  in  direct  con- 
flict with  our  views  of  the  Constitution;  could  we 
dare  observe  them?  The  Constitution  was  over 
them,  as  it  is  over  us;  and  we  are  sworn  here  "to 
maintain,  protect,  and  defend"  it.  The  oath  is 
our  own,  aod  so  must  be  its  responsibilities.  No 
plea  of  the  abandonment  of  others  of  their  con- 
stitutional duty,  if  they  have  done  so,  can  absolve 
us  from  our  oaths,  or  exempt  us  from  performing 
ours.  I  assume  no  authority  over  the  consciences 
of  others,  nor  will  I  usurp  the  high  prerogative  of 
judging  them;  but,  for  myself,  I  say,  if  I  ever  vote 
for  the  imposition  of  discriminating  duties  for  the 
benefit  of  manufacturers,  under  the  present  Con- 
stitution, I  shall  deem  myself  guilty  of  moral  per- 
jury. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  singular  in  my  con- 
struction of  the  act  of  1833.  Several  of  the  States 
of  the  South  have  taken  the  approaching  adjust- 
ment of  the  tariff  into  consideration,  and  have 
passed  resolutions  showing  that,  according  to  their 
construction  of  this  act,  the  protective  principle  i? 
to  be  abandoned  after  1842.  Duiiog  this  winter, 
Georgia  and  Alaoamy  have  passed  resolutions,  (I 
believe  unanimously,)  declaring  a  tariff  recognis- 
ing the  principle  of  protection,  is  unconstitutional. 
South  Carolina  has  also  spoken  upon  this  subject; 
and,  as  one  of  her  Representatives,  I  have  at- 
tempted (although  feebly)  to  give  utterance  here  to 
her  opinions.  On  the  18th  of  December  last,  she 
passed  the  following  resolutions: 

"Betohed,  That  the  power  given  to  Congress  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  and  imposts,  does  not 
authorize  Congress  to  collect  money  excepting  for 
revenue;  and  that  a  tariff  to  protect  the  industry  of 
one  portion  of  the  community,  at  the  expense  of 
the  othejr,  is  a  violation  of  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and,  when  such 
a  case  occurs,  the  several  Sates  will  decide  for 
themselves  the  mode  and  measure  of  redress. 

"Rtsolved,  That  the  people  of  this  State  have 
cause  to  congratulate  themselves  that  the  party 
feuds  which  lately  weakened  the  vigor  ofiis  coun- 
cils, have  happily  ceased;  and  that  South  Carolina 
now  presents  to  the  enemies  of  her  policy  and  peacj 
an  undivided  front;  and  is  prepared,  as  she  is  re- 
solved, to  repel  by  proper  means  every  aggression 
upon  her  rights,  as  a  sovereign  Republic,  the 
instant  that  aggression  is  attempted.*' 

Sir,  there  is  no  misunderstanding  these  resolu- 
tions, although  they  may  be  disregarded;  but  be 
assured  of  one  thing:  word  for  word — in  spirit  find 
in  form — will  they  be  redeemed  and  enforced  by 
that  free  and  gallant  people.  It  is  not  for  me  to 
anticipate  their  course,  in  an  emergency  which 
endangers  their  liberties,  or  appeals  tolhei'  honor. 
They  will  be  true  to  both;  neither  dismayed  by  the 
frowns  of  power,  nor  duped  by  the  faithlessness  of 
unprincipled  cupidity. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  YOUNG, 

OF  ILLINOIS, 
Iw  Sknitb,  Monday,  February  1,  1841. 
Mr.  YOUNG  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 
I  rise,  Mr.  President,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
posing to  amend  the  motion  of  the  Senator  frvm 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crittenden,]  to  recommit  the  bill 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton,]  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  report,  in  the  second 
h'ne  after  the  word  resolved,  and  substituting  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Calhoun,]  with  two  or  three  slight  altera- 
tions, and  an  additional  secibn,  which  we.e  adopt- 
ed  with  his  concurrence,  as  a  measure  just  and 
equitab'e  to  the  old  State*,  and  by  far  nore  ac- 
ceptable to  the  new  than  that  of  the  Senator  from 


Kentucky,  and  against  which  neither,  in  my  judg- 
ment, can  have  any  reasonable  cause  for  com- 
plaint. I  havo  waited,  sir,  in  the  hope  that  the  Se- 
nator himself  |  Mr.  Calhoun]  would,  as  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  have  brought  it  forward  as  th^  anta- 
gonist proposition  to  that  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tacky,  [Mr.  Crittenden,]  upon  which  the  proba- 
bility now  is  we  shall  soon  be  called  to  vote.  I 
trust,  however,  that  be  will  continue  to  regard 
himself  as  its  legitimate  author,  and,  in  case  of 
necessity,  come  forward  to  the  rescue,  an  1  defend 
its  principles,  as  be  has  hetetofore  done  with  snch 
distingu;shed  ability,  against  all  assault*,  from 
whatever  quarter  they   may  come. 

I  feel  myself  impelled,  Mr.  President,  as  rratter 
of  duty  to  the  State  which  I  in  part  represent,  in 
consequence  of  resolutions  of  instruction  adopted 
by  the  General  Assembly  on  this  snbject  some  year 
or  two  ago,  and  which  have  not  been  repealed  to 
my  knowledge,  to  bring  this  measure  forward  as 
the  one  most  desired  by  that  Slate,  and  to  urge  its 
adoption  in  the  best  manner  I  can,  in  preference  to 
any  proposition  whatever,  which  has  for  its  object 
distribution  Fimply,  and  which  does  not  carry  along 
with  it  a  just  regard  for  the  future  settlement,  po- 
pulation, and  advancing  prosperity  of  the  country 
embraced  within  the  limits  of  the  new  State.".  Sir, 
in  many  respects,  which  I  will  endeavor  to  point 
out  before  1  ait  down,  I  regard  the  consequences 
involved  in  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Crittenden,]  as  decidedly  hostile  to 
the  best  interests  of  Illinois,  at  least,  and  that  her 
rateable  proportion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  would  but  poorly  compensate  for 
the  injuries  that  wonld  in  the  end  be  i  flced  und  r 
the  operation  of  such  a  system.  But  1  will  com- 
mence with  the  proposition  of  the  Sena'or  from 
South  Carolina— and  what,  Mr.  President,  doea  it, 
when  analyzed,  propose? 

1st.  To  dispose  of  the  lands  to  the  new  States  in 
which  they  are  situated,  reserving,  in  their  future 
sales  by  these  States,  sixty- five  per  cent,  of  the 
gross  proceeds  to  the  United  States,  the  States  be- 
ing thereafter  chargeable  with  the  expense  of  com- 
pleting the  surveys,  extinguishing  Indian  titles,  and 
for  selling  and  otherwise  managing  the  same. 

2d.  To  secure  to  principle  of  graduation  in  the 
price,  pre-emption  to  the  settlers,  and  a  final  ces- 
sion after  alimited  period,  of  the  refuse  oi  unsaleable 
lands  to  the  Sta-es  in  which  they  are  respectively 
situated. 

3  i.  T<>  provide  for  the  transfer  of  the  evidences 
of  title  from  the  seat  of  the  Federal  Government  to 
the  seats  of  government  of  the  new  Slates  to  which 
they  properly  belong. 

4th.  To  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  coun- 
try without  restriction,  as  well  as  the  sale  of  the 
lands,  as  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  United  Sates. 

5th.  To  remove  the  prohibition  which  restricts 
the  right  of  the  purchaser  to  too  quarter- quai  ter 
sections,  or  forty  acre  tracts  only,  and  to  permit  the 
entry  of  such  tract*,  in  future,  in  like  manner  as 
other  legal  subdivisions  of  the  public  lands. 

6th.  To  annul  the  restriction  imposed  upon  the 
new  States  by  compact,  by  which  they  are  prohi- 
bited from  taxing  the  public  lands  for  five  years 
after  the  date  of  the  purchase  from  the  United 
States. 

7th.  To  cede  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  all  the 
unappropriated  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States 
within  the  limits  thereof,  for  the  reason  that  they 
are  unsaleable,  and  of  little  or  no  value  to  the 
community  at  large. 

And  8th  and  lastly.  To  set  apart  the  sixty -five  per 
cent,  secured  to  be  paid  to  the  United  States,  for 
the  exclusive  purpose  of  increasing  the  navy,  and 
erecting  fortifications  for  the  common  defence  of 
the  country. 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  the  leading  features  of 
the  measure  origina'cd  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  several  years  ago,  and  again  presented  by 
him  for  our  con^derati-jn  at  the  present  session. 
Is  it  one  with  which  the  oil  States  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied as  a  financial  measuie? 

The  proposition  comprehends  within  its  entire 
scope,  the  disposition  of  154,497,765  acres  of  the 
public  domain.  Of  this  quantity,  1,776,210  acres 
are  situated  in  Ohio;  4  396,494  acres  in  Indiana; 
19,059,797  acres  in  Illinois;  31,811,840  acres  in 


Missouri;  19,910,140  acres  in  Alabama;  11,541- 
826   acres  in  Mississippi;   16,983,408  acres  ht 
Louisiana;   29,988,734    acres  in  Michigan;  and 
28,027,304  acres  in  Arkansas.    In  all,  nine  States; 
and  a  grand  total  of  154,497,765  acres,  as  before 
stated,  up  to  January  lit,  1840.    This,  sir,  is  the 
quantity,  no  more  nor  less,  according  to  the  last  re- 
port of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
on  that  subject.   The  lands  in  the*Territories,  and 
those  in  the  wide  expanse  of  the  West,  extending 
from  the  western  borders  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
across  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific  ooein, 
and  to  Ja'itude  49  deg.  north  of  the  Territories  of 
Iowa   and    Wiskonsan,   encircling  within  their 
range  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  public  domain; 
and  by  the  estimate  of  which,  the  HUkm  of  acres 
mentioned  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Clay]  are  produced;  still  left  subject  to  the  existing 
arrangement— to  the  old,  well  tried,  and  well  ap- 
proved system  of  operation  which  has  afforded  the 
occasion  for  so  much  eulogium  here  of  late,  tad 
from  a  departure  from  which  so  much  aussaiei 
a  Jems  to  be  s  pp  rehended.    Of  every  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  arising  from  these  sales,  within  the 
limits  of  any  one  State,  sixty-five  thousand  dollar*, 
free  from  all  charge,  is  to  be  paid  into  the  public 
Treasury,  and  the  remaining  thirty-five  thousand, 
after  paying  for  the  completing  of  surreys,  eitii- 
guishing  Indian  titles,  salaries  of  officers,  land  of- 
fice charger,  aad  incidental  expenses,  is  to  be  paid 
in»o  the  State  Treasury.    What  these  expenses 
would  amount  to  I  have  not  the  means  of  ascer- 
taining; they  would  of  course  differ  according  to 
the  different  condition   6f  things  in  the  several 
State*;  but  I  presume  that  no  Senator  will  under- 
take to  say  that  the  residue,  whatever  it  might  be, 
would  be  an  unreasonable  compensation  to  the 
State  for  the  service  proposed  to  be  performed. 
But  it  has  been  urged  as  an  objection,  that  (he 
States  might,  aad  would,  perhaps,  refuse,  upon  set. 
tlement,  to  pay  over  to  the  United  States  this  sixty- 
five  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales,  as  pro- 
vided for;  and  the  deposite  act  of  1836,  by  whim 
about   #28,000,000  was   distributed  among  the 
States,  although  in  form  a  deposite,  has  been  cited 
in  illustration  of  the  argument 

To  obviate  all  difficulty  arising  out  of  such  a 
supposition,  whether  ill  or  well  founded,  it  is  pro- 
posed, instead  of  an  annual  adjustment  of  the  ac- 
count, as  was  provided  in  the  original  bill  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Bar.  Calhoun]  to 
make  monthly  payments  as  the  sales  progress,at  the 
moat  convenient  points,  where  the  moneys  of  the 
United  States  may  be  receivable.  There  is  no  oc- 
casion, nor  is  it  intended,  that  the  sixty-five  per 
cent,  shall  go  into  the  State  Treasury  at  all.  The 
payments  will  continue  to  be  made  in  all  respects 
as  at  present,  by  the  receivers  of  the  land  offices, 
and  there  will  be  the  end  of  it,  without  further  dif- 
ficulty or  adjustment  For  example,  suppose  there 
is  a  land  office  in  Cluincy ,  Illinois,  the  town  of  my 
residence,  and  a  Sub-Treasury,  or  a  branch  of  a 
United  States  Bank  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  Now, 
sir,  all  the  receiver  at  Cluincy  has  to  do,  if  to  make 
his  deposites  monthly,  at  St  Louis;  take  receipts 
for  the  amount  paid  to  the  Sub-Treasurer  or 
Cashier,  and  the  whole  matter  as  to  the  Govern- 
ment interest  is  in  this  simple  but  prompt  manner 
accomplished,  without  the  necessity  of  any  settle- 
ment whatever;  except  that  it  may  be  proper  for 
the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office,  U  ad- 
dition to  the  reports  which  may  be  required  by  the 
State,  to  forward  duplicates  of  the  same,  to  the 
Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States,  orift 
such  other  manner  as  may  be  stipulated  as  most 
convenient  and  proper,  by  the  parties  concerned. 
So  much,  sir,  as  to  the  matter  of  revenue,  and  so 
much  as  to  the  security  for  its  payment 

Now,  Mr.  Preside  nt,  for  the  advantages 
which  are  supposed  to  result  to  the  new  States, 
from  the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  as  con- 
trasted with  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cbittendbn]  Beads 
the  thirty-five  per  ceut  on  the  gross  as*mat 
of  sales,  the  whole  of  the  lands  within  the  limits  of 
the  new  States,  would  immediately  become  &&#* 
to  their  sole  and  exclusive  jurisdiction,  in  regard  » 
occupancy,  settlement,  and  cultivation^,  the  ctniiet 
of  jurisdiction  between  the  United  States  »nd  tistflfv 
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States  avoided;  the  principle  of  graduation  in  the 
price,  and  pre-emption  to  settlers  secured;  and  a  final 
cession  of  such  lands  as  shall  have  been  in  the  mar- 
ket, and  remain  unsold  for  thirty  years  to  the  States. 
It  istrne;  sir,  that  the  Senator's  [Mr.  CnrmMOSN's] 
proposition  embraces  the  principle  of  pre-emption, 
bat  with  what  limitation,  and  with  what  restrictions, 
we  know  not;  except  as  inferences  may  be  drawn 
from  his  own  argument  and  the  arguments  of  gen* 
Uemen  who  hare  followed  his  lead  on  this  occasion* 
His  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Clay]  said  some 
days  ago  in  reference  to,  and  in  opposition  to  pre- 
emptions; and  attempted  to  prove  by  documentary 
testimony,  that  moch  had  been  lost  to  the  Treasury 
in  consequence  of  a  departure  from  the  old  system 
of  selling  all  the  lands  in  the  first  place  at  public 
auction,  and  that  he  had  been  informed  that  many 
of  the  pre-emptioners  had,  by  rushing  out  and 
seising  open  the  best  lands,  been  permitted  to  pur- 
chase lands  worth  ten,  twenty,  and  thirty  dollars 
per  acre,  at  the  minimum  price  of  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  an  acre.  Well,  suppose  misstate* 
mtnt  id  be  true;  and,  if  so,  it  must  have  been  ma  very 
limited  extent,  in  the  original  settlement  of  a  new 
country;  and  what  does  it  demonstrate?  Nothing 
more  than  that  the  lands  were,  in  a  great  degree, 
made  thusraluab'.eby  the  very  settlement  and  culti- 
vation of  which  the  Senator  [Mr.  Cliy]  complains. 
It  is  by  the  pre-<  mption  policy  that  we  secure  these 
occupants,  who  have  incorporated  their  labor  with 
the  soil,  in  thfir  possessions,  against  the  more 
wealthy  who  buy  on  speculation;  and  against 
whom  they  could  not  be  expected  successfully  to 
compete,  at  public  auction;  aod  place  the  lands  in 
the  proper  hands  of  those  whose  occupation  is  to 
cultivate  them. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Clay]  says,  will  you  break  up  and  destroy  by  such 
measures,  ibis  old,  well  tried,  and  well  approved 
land  system,  hitherto  unchanged;  that  the  flourish- 
ing States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  have  grown  up 
under  its  benign  influence;  that  Illinois  has  doubled 
her  population  in  the  last  six  years,  and  now  has 
near  half  a  million  of  inhabitants  under  its  foster- 
teringcare  also;  and  concludes  by  asking  emphati- 
cally, are  you  not  satisfied  with  your  prosperity? 
It  is  true,  Mr.  Pre?  id  en  t,  that  these  States  have 
grown  up,  as  well  in  population,  as  in  agricultural 
improvement,  and  morals,  with  an  unexampled 
degree  of  rapidity  and  prosperity.  It  wa*  in  con- 
sequence of  this  prosperity,  Mr.  President,  that 
Illinois,  with  her  fne  white  population,  and  liberal 
principles  towards  foreigners,  gave  more  votes  at 
the  late  election  for  President  than  either  Virginia 
or  Kentucky;  not  that  she  had  more  population,  as 
w%s  erroneously  stated  in  the  sketch  of  the  debates, 
published  a  few  dajs  ago.  But,  sir,  her  march  is 
onward;  and  if  her  legislative  guardians  at  home 
shall  promptly  discharge  their  duty  in  the  preser- 
vation of  her  credit  and  her  honor  at  home  and 
abroad,  who  cannot  foretell  that  her  destiny  is  no 
less  than  that  of  an  empire  State. 

Bat  has  the  Senator  [Mr.  Clay]  forgotten  that 
this  system  of  pre-emptions  for  which  we  contend 
commenced  as  far  back  as  1813;  and  that  it  has 
been  continued  with  but  Might  interruption  ever 
since,  until  it  has  slmost  become  a  part  of  the  sys- 
tem of  which  he  speaks  with  so  much  commendation? 
and  does  he  not  know,  that  another  important 
change  was  made  in  this  old  and  well  approved 
system,  by  the  act  of  the  24  h  April,  1820,  Irom 
a  crtdU  to  a  est*  system;  and  by  a  reduction  in  the 
price  of  the  land  from  two  dollars  to  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre?  And  is  it  not  a  fact, 
that  this  unexampled  prosperity  to  which  he  alludes 
is  in  a  great  degree  attributable  to  these  very 
changes,  the  pre-emption  feature  of  which  he  now, 
at  this  late  day,  so  much  deprecate*?  Sir,  what 
said  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Wkbstsb]  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tacky,  [Mr:  Clay]  in  the  debate  of  1836  on  this 
same  subject  of  pre-emptions!  Mr.  Webster 
said: 

•The  diflfertnee  between  die  member  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
CkAYland  mjsslf  on  this  occasion  to  plain  end  dietinct.  li  w 
precisely  this; 

"tie  m  altogether  against  the  pre-emptive  right  lie  to  for 
carrying  ,nw  operation  the  law,  aeii  standi,  and  for  giving  it  ef- 
fect over  the  laods  oo  which  these  eettlen  live,  in  the  nine  way 
as  over  other  public  lands.  He  to  for  putting  all  these  lands  up 
10  open  auction,  and  telling  them  to  the  highest  bidder,  letting 


the  settler  take  the  consequence.  He  says  there  should  be  an 
auction,  and  a  free  auction:  and  he  argues,  with  that  consisten- 
cy and  cohesion  of  ideas  which  belongs  to  him,  that  If  there  to 
to  be  a  public  auction,  as  he  insists  there  ought  to  be,  than 
there  must  be,  and  ought  to  be,  a  perfectly  free  competition. 
That  it  should  be  as  open  to  one  man  to  bid  as  another;  that  no 
man,  or  men.  ought  to  be  privHeged  or  favored;  that  it  to  ridi- 
culous to  talk  of  an  auction,  at  which  one  man  may  bid, 
and  another  may  not;  or  an  auction,  at  which  some  bid- 
ders are  told  that  others  must  hare  preference.  He,  therefore, 
to  for  a  free  sale,  open  to  every  body,  and  to  be  conducted  in 
. .  T  W|||ca  >|M|l  entare  the  receipt  of  the  greatest  sum 


of  money  into  the  Treasury.  Now  1  say  at  once,  plainly  and 
distinctly,  that  this  to  not  my  object.  I  have  other  views.  I 
wish,  in  the  first  place,  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  frontier; 
and  1  wish,  also,  to  preserve  and  to  protect  the  reasonable  rights 
of  the  settlers:  because  I  think  they  have  rights  which  deserve 
to  be  protected.  These  are  my  objects.  Sir,  if  we  could  order 
an  auction  here,  in  this  city,  or  elsewhere,  out  of  all  possible 
control  of  the  settlers,  and  far  from  all  fear  of  any  influence  of 
theirs,  and  could  there  sell  the  lands  they  lire  on.  and  their  im- 

Srovements,  for  their  utmost  value,  and  pat  the  proceeds  of 
>e  whole  into  the  Treasury,  it  would  be  the  very  last  thing  I 
should  ever  do.  God  forbid  that  I  should  make  gain  and  profit 
out  of  the  labors  of  these  settlers,  and  carry  that  gain 
into  the  Treasury.  I  did  not  suppose  any  man  would  desire 
that  I  did  not  suppose  there  was  any  one  who  would  con- 
sent that  the  increased  value  of  these  lands,  caused  by  the 
labor,  the  tail,  and  the  sweat  ef  the  sejilers,  should  be  turned 
to  the  advantage  of  the  National  Treasury.  Certainly,  certainly, 
sir,  I  shall  oppose  all  proceedings  leaning  to  such  a  result. 
Yet,  the  member  fro*n  Kentucky  baa  nothing  to  propose,  but  to 
sell  the  lands  at  auction  for  the  most  they  will  bring,  at  a  sale 
which  he  says  ought  to  be  perfectly  free  and  open  to  every  body, 
and  to  carry  the  proceeds  into  the  Treasury.  Let  the  sales  go 
on:  that  to  his  doctrine.  Let  the  laws  take  their  course,  be  says, 
since  we  lire  under  a  Government  of  laws.  ITave  a  sale,  make 
it  free  and  open,  and  make  the  most  of  It.  Let  the  Government 
take  rare  that  every  body,  who  Wishes  te  bid,  be  as  free  to  do  so 
as  any  other;  and  that  no  combination,  no  privilege,  no  pre-emp- 
tion, be  suffered  to  exist. 

•■Now,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  all  this  to  what  we  cannot  do,  if  we 
would;  and  what  we  ought  not  to  do,  if  we  could.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve we  can  have  an  auction,  under  existing  circumstances, 
such  as  the  gentleman  insists  upon  The  known  condition  or 
things  renders  it  Intfioraibte.  The  honorable  member  thinks 
otherwise.  He  will  not  agree,  he  says,  that  the  President,  with 
the  militia  and  the  army,  cannot  protect  the  authorities  in  main- 
taining a  fair  and  opea  «ale.  Sir,  to  it  discreet,  is  it  prudent,  to 
refer  to  such  a  recourse  as  that?  Is  It  not  greatly  wiser,  and 
greatly«better,  io  remove  the  occasion,  which  any  be  dene  with* 
out  injury  to  the  Government,  and  in  perfect  consistency  with 
the  rights  of  others,  rather  than  to  think  of  such  measures  as 
have  been  suggested?    For  one,  I  disclaim  all  such  policy." 

Bat  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Critten- 
den] proposes  to  grant  pre-emptions  exclusively  to 
those  worth  less  than  $1,000,  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  accommodating  the  needy  honest  settlers  and 
eoltivatorB  of  the  soil.  Well,  sir,  what  is  to  be- 
come of  the  poor  and  needy  (to  say  nothing  about 
henetty)  speculator  under  this  arrangement?  Mr. 
President,  if  the  Senator  had  known  the  situation 
of  many  of  these  poor,  needy,  aud  I  may  add, 
miserable  speculators,  I  feel  satisfied,  from  his 
goodness  of  feeling,  that  he  could  not  have  found  it 
in  his  heart  to  have  proposed  their  exclusion  from 
the  benefit;  of  his  system;  of  which  charity  would 
seem  to  have  been  the  moving  consideration. 
Why,  sir,  of  all  the  unfortunate  beings  in  the  com- 
munity, none  ommend  themselves  mere  to  our 
sympathy  and  charity  as  a  class,  under  existing 
circumstances,  than  these  same  proscribed  specula- 
tors in  the  public  lands.  I  believe,  however,  on 
reflection,  that  they  will  most  likely  find  their  relief 
under- another  proposition  submitted  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittenden]  (the  bankrupt 
bill)  which  is  pressing  hard  upon  the  bi'l  under  con- 
sideration, rather  than  und«  r  any  system  of  pre- 
emption which  could  be  devised  by  the  ingenuity  of 
gentlemen,  and  especially  if  the  canh  principle 
should  be  retained,  as  I  assure  tbe  Senator  that 
most  of  them  are  very  tender  footed  on  this  subject 
of  cash  payments  just  at  the  present  time. 

But,  Mr.  President,  is  there  no  reason  to  fear- 
that  the  Senator,  in  the  fulness  of  bis  sympathy 
for  these  poor  needy  tillers  of  the  soil,  will,  if  his 
proposition  succeeds,  do  more  mischief  to  that 
class  of  individuals,  lhan  to  any  other,  by  bis  thou- 
sand dollar  restricticn?  Suppose,  for  instance,  a 
man  of  fifty  year?,  with  a  large  family  of  children, 
and  an  unhealthy  wife,  should  emigrate  from  Ken* 
tacky  to  Illinois,  for  the  purpose  of  making  some 
provision  for  his  children,  in  anew  country,  *hieh, 
from  bis  scanty  means,  be  could  not  do  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  he  should  unfortunately  happen  to  be 
worth  $1,050;  would  you  exclude  him  from  the 
benefits  of  your  system?  Yes,  sir,  he  is  worth 
fitly  dollars  tco  much;  and  if  he  desires  to  procure 
good  land,  matt  buy  second  hand,  at  five,  ten, 
and  fifteen  dollars  per  acre,  and  yet  there  are 
among  tbe  emigrants  to  the  West  thousands  of 
just  such  persons  and  families.  I  never  will,  Mr. 
President,  give  my  consent  to  any  such  pre-emp 


tionjaw.  I  desire  that  all  such  laws  may  be  free 
and  equal;  that  the  rich  and  the  poor,  and  those  of 
middle  degree,  may  all  fare  alike,  provided  they 
will  settle  down  upon  the  land,  and  cultivate  it 

Sir,  I  have  lived  through  a  period,  although  net 
yet  as  gray  as  my  old  friend  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Linn]  and  in  reference  to  whom  I  use  the  word 
friend  as  no  common-place  term,  in  which  we  have 
had  many  ups  and  downs,  In  the  way  of  hard  times 
and  measures  of  relief;  and  my  experience  has 
been,  with  but  few  exceptions,  that  the  "poor  peo- 
ple," as  they  are  called,  and  for  whose  benefit  these 
measures  of  relief  are  ostensibly  proposed  to  be 
enacted,  are,  for  the  most  pan,  the  very  persons 
who  suffer  most  by  them,  and  have  the  least  occa- 
sion for  their  enactment.  And  such  is  the  case 
with  your  border  people,  who  are  represented  here 
as  being  "poor  squatters,"  or  rather  "poor  intru- 
ders," upon  the  public  lands.  j9ir,  all  -  they  desk* 
by  your  legislation  here  is,  that  you  shall  do  equal 
justice  to  the  rich  and  to  the  poor — by  selling  your 
land  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  to 
all  who  are  willing  to  go  upon  and  cultivate  them.< 
At  this  price,  the  poor  can  compete  with  those,  who 
are  really  rich,  when  they  could  not  at  the  sales  by 
auction,  and  only  desire  that  those  who  go  first  upon 
the  land  shall  have  the  preference  in  the  purchase  ' 
of  it.  Mr.  President,  these  squatters  are  the  men 
who  are  ttmper  nersti,  always  ready,  at  the  day,  to 
pay  their  A2G0  for  their  160  acres  of  land;  white 
the  land  dealer,  or  speculator,  in  most  cases,  can 
purchase,  or  not  purchase,  as  the  banks*  for  the 
time  bring, happen  to  extend  their  accommodations 
in  that  way  or  not.  How  is  it  with  tbe  bankrupt 
bill,  which  is  pressing  so  closely  upon  our  heels,  as 
a  great  measure  of  relief?  Is  this  intended  for  the 
unfoitunate  poor  man,  or  is  it  for  a  more  favored 
class  of  individuals?  In  this  I  believe,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, the  thousand  dollar  principle  works  the  other 
v*y. 

But,  Mr.  President,  if  this  scheme  for  distribu- 
tion succeeds,  are  we  not  in  danger  in  the  nets 
States,  from  the  cupidity  'that  may  be  excited  in 
ihe  old  States,  to  make  it  exclusively  a  meatjr 
measure,  with  an  eye  single  to  the  dividends,  of 
Vaving  the  price  raised  upon  us?  But  more  than, 
this:  have  we  not  just  cause  to  fear  that  an  attempt 
will  be  made  to  limit  the  settlements  to  such  lands 
only  as  shall  be  subject  to  private  entry,  and  that 
our  borderers  are  hereafter  to  be  considered, 
watched,  and  dealt  with,  as  a  band  of  lawless  de- 
predators and  trespassers?  What,  sir,  said  the  Se- 
nator from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Manoum]  on  this 
subject  bnt  a  few  short  days  ago?  He  said,  if  I  re- 
member, "that  he  had  been  informed  that  great  de- 
predations bad  been  committed  upon  the  public 
lands  in  the  Wes';  that  these  trespasses  were  con- 
sidered not  only  excusable,  bnt  honorable,  by  these 
who  committed  them,  and  concluded  by  warning 
tbe  old  States  to  watch  this  inteiest  with  increased 
vigilance,  and  to  adopt  measures  to  prevent  such 
spoliations  in  future." 

Thus,  Mr.  President,  I  suppose  we  are  to  have, 
under  this  new  guardianship,  a  cordon  of  spies,  or 
common  informer?,  upon  our  frontier — perhaps 
one  from  each  of  the  old  States— the  settlers  are  to 
be  driven  off,  nolens  eolent,  by  a  military  force,  if 
necessary— their  cabins  burnt  down— their  cross 
cut  up  and  destroyed,  and  themselves  subjected  to 
fine  and  imprisonment,  or  other  pains  and  penal- 
ties, if  they  should  happen  to  cross  over  the  border, 
and  cut  a  few  logs  for  a  cabin,  make  a  few  rails  to 
fence  a  truck  patch,  or  even  cut  down  a  board  oi  a 
bee  tree,  although  it  may  be  considered  "honors* 
ble". among  backwoodsmen,  in  accordance  with  the 
public  sentiment  generally,  and  in  conformity  with 
the  immemorial  usage  of  the  country.  Sir,  let  me 
tell  that  Senator  that  such  a  system  of  espoisage 
upon  the  citiz-ns  of  tbe  new  States,  hitherto  unpre- 
cedented, or  any  other  system  of  that  character, 
will  never  be  submitted  to. 

Mr.  President,  as  the  honorable  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Mangum]  seems  to  thihJtbttt 
little  of  tbe  moral*  of  our  pioneer  population;  on. 
account  of  their  honorabUtrttpam  upon  the  public 
lands,  as  he  is  pleased  to  term  them,  I  beg  leave 
to  set  him  right,  and  to  quiet  his  apprehensions  bn 
that  subject,  by  referring  to  the  honorable  tertian* 
nyofthe  Senator  from  tyajsachusetfy  Yoluatarily 
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accorded,  in  behalf  of  the  settlers  in  the  West, 
shortly  after  he  had  made  a  visit  to  that  country, 
and  when  their  character,  on  a  like  occasion  to  the 
present,  had  been  called  in  question  here.  Mr. 
Wkbstob  said: 

"MiKhhMbMQnidorthegw»nd  character  of  the  aottiers. 
1  have  do  extensive  Information,  air.ou  that  point,  and  had  not 
found*]  to  aay  any  thing  upon  it  But  it  has  to  happened  that 
I  have  recently  boon  In  the  North  west,  and  hare  mat,  for  a 
■hsjajiswiwhh  many  oftbaae  setters;  and,  since  they  hate 
baeft  apokaeaf  hare  with  ao  much  harshness,  I  faal  bound  to 
aay  that,  so  far  aa  my  knowledge  of  tbam  goes,  they  do  not  de- 
serve it  Undoubtedly,  air,  they  are  traapaaaara  in  tha  contem- 
plation of  law.  Thay  know  that  very  well.  Thay  an  on  tha 
public  landa  without  utlt;  but  then  thay  pay  that  (ha  courat  of 
the  Government  heretofore  beeDeeneuchas  totnduceanden* 
couraga  them  to  go  where  they  are;  and  that  thay  are  ready 
sad  willing  to  do  all  that  Government  haa  required  from  others 
in  similar  circumstances;  that  la,  to  pay  for  the  lands  at  tha 
eommorrprlca.  Thay  have  tha  general  character  of  frontiers- 
men: they  are  hardy,  adventurous,  and  enterprtstng.    Thay 


hay*  come from  far,  toeatabliah  themselves  and  families  in  new 
abodssin  the  West  They  appeared  to  ma  to  be  industrious 
and  laborious;  and  I  aaw  nothing  in  their  character  or  conduct 
aSra^roacn11^7  draw»Pon|hem  expressions  of  contumely 

Bat,  Mr.  President,  this  plan  of  restricting  the 
sales,  and  of  consequence  the  settlements,  to  snch 
lands  only  as  shall,  for  the  time  being,  be  subject  to 
prnrata>  entry,  is  no  new  doctrine.  As  far  back  as 
December,  1829,  now  eleven  years  ago,  Mr.  Foot, 
of  Connecticut,  then  a  Senator  on  this  floor,  intro- 
duced* resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  li- 
miting the  sales  of  the  public  land*  for  a  certain 
period  to  such  only  as  bad  been  before  that  time  of- 
fered for  sale,  and  subject  to  private  entry  at  the 
minimum  price;  and  also  whether  the  office  of  Sur- 
veyor General  might  not  be  abolished  without  detri- 
ment to  the  public  interest.  This,  sir,  was  a  dis- 
tinct proposition,  coming  from  a  distinguished  So- 
nator  from  an  old  Bute,  not  only  to  restrict  the 
sales  to  the  landa  subject  to  private  entry,  but  to  stop 
the  surveys,  and  even  to  abolish  the  office  of  Sur- 
veyor General,  so  that  no  more  could  be  made  in 
future.  Here,  then,  we  have  an  exemplification  of 
the  record  of  what  we  of  the  new  Stales  may  ex- 
P**/»9  if  the  old  should  once  fairly  get  their  clutches 
Upon  these  public  lands.  Yes,  Mr.  President,  here 
was  a  proposition  which,  if  it  had  been  adopted, 
would  have  put  an  end  to  all  the  inducements  to 
emigration.  The  operatives  (as  they  are  called) 
would  have  remained  in  the  manufactories,  c>r  as 
tenants  and  dependants  in  some  form  to  iheir  more 
wealthy  neighbors,  in  the  old  Slates,  aud  all  the  fa- 
cilities for  the  extension  of  oar  settlements  and  im- 
provement of  the  country  broken  up  and  utterly  de- 
stroyed. And  not  only  so;  for  we  shall  soon  have 
claims  set  up,  under  a  variety  of  pretences,  fo  cer- 
tain rateable  proportions  of  this  great  trust  fund, 
(as  it  has  been  called,)  in  the  way  of  back 
rations,  with  a  just  vuw,  oVmMeif,  of  equalittion, 
in  respect  to  the  lands  which  have  been  granted  to 
the  ruts  Slates  for  internal  improvements  and  the 
purposes  of  education;  and  for  this,  also,  we  are 
net  without  precedent.  As  far  hack  as  January, 
1891,  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts  then  a  member 
of  this  body,  submitted  for  consideration  a  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  land  for  the 
purpose  of  education  within  the  limits  of  the  old 
States,  corresponding  with  the  appropriations  wbieh 
had  been  made  for  the  same  object  within  the 
limits  of  the  new  States.  Had  that  Senator  forgot- 
ten (hat  these  lands  for  school  purposes  were  grant- 
ed by  virtue  of  compacts,  and  in  consequence  of  a 
valuable  consideration,  orf  the  part  of  the  new 
States,  and  were  not  mere  donations?  And  what 
was  that  consideration?  Take  the  State  of  Illinois 
for  example.  Congress  agrees,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  that  section  No.  16,  in  every  town- 
ship,  shall  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools;  to 
grant  to  the  State  all  salt  springs,  and  the  lands  re- 
served for  the  use  of  the  same;  five  per  cent,  of  the 
nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  land*  within 
the  State;  two-fifths  to  be  disbursed  by  Congress  in 
making  roads  to  the  State,  and  three-fifths  by  the 
State  Legislature  for  the  encouragement  of  learn- 
ing; and  an  entire  township  of  land  for  a  universi- 
ty. For  which  favors,  Illinois  agrees,  on  her  part, 
that  she  will  exempt  from  taxation  all  lands  sold 
after  the  let  of  January,  1819,  for  fix*  .years;  all 
lands  maud  for  military  bounties  for  thru  years 
from  me  date  of  the  patents)  and  that  she  would 


not  tax  the  lands  of  non-residents  higher  than  those 
of  residents.  This  was  the  consideration,  and 
what  does  it  amount  to?  According  to  the  report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
the  amount  of  money  received  on  account  of  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  in  that  State,  into  the  national 
Treasury,  is  stated  at  #14  307,046;  the  number  of 
acres  sold  at  #1  95  per  acre,  would  be  11,365,636. 

These  lands,  if  subject  to  taxation  from  the  day 
of  sale,  at  two  cents  per  acre  per  annum,  which 
corresponds  with  the  rate  ot  taxation  in  that 
State,  including  the  road  tax,  would,  in  fivt  years 
produce  to  the  Bfate  the  sum  of  $1,136  560.  The 
quantity  of  land  appropriated  for  military  bount  es 
is  stated  at  about  3  500,000  acres  This,  at  the 
same  rate  of  taxation  for  thru )  ears,  would  amcun 
to  |310,000;  making  together  the  sum  of  $1 ,346,560; 
and  this  tystem  of  exemption  from  taxes  is  still 
going  on  pari  patiu  with  the  sale  of  the  lands,  and 
is  applicable  to  the  tututun  millions  of  acres  still 
unsold  in  that  State.  And  what  amount  of  lands 
has  been  granted  to  Illinois,  for  various  purposes, 
internal  improvement,  education  and  all,  in  consi- 
deration of  this  exemption?  Why,  sir,  according 
to  the  Commissioners  report,  from  which  I  have 
quoted,  1,537,317  acres  op  to  January  1st,  1840; 
and  I  believe,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  "signs  of 
the  times'1  here,  that  we  have  received  but  precious 
little  since,  with  a  very  gloomy  prospect  for  the 
hereafter.  These  facts,  I  trust,  Mr.  President,  will 
put  to  rest  this  question  of  equalisation,  at  least  as  it 
regards  the  State  of  Illinois,  as  I  think  that  all 
unprejudiced  men  will  agree,  to  use  a  Wall  street 
expression,  that  we  have  granted  a  pretly  broad 
margin  to  Uncle  Sam  for  all  the  favors  and  pri- 
vileges he  has  conferred;  to  say  nothing  of  our  re- 
fraining to  tax  all  the  lands  for  an  iod<  finite  period 
of  time,  during  the  continuance  of  their  ownership 
by  the  United  States. 

The  operation  of  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoon]  will  be,  to 
avoid  all  occasion  for  conflict  of  jurisdiction  be- 
tween the  United  States  authorities  an  I  those  of 
the  new.  States.  And  this,  Mr.  President,  is,  in 
theory  if  not  in  practice,  aud  a  theory  which  may 
be  practised  upon,  a  most  important  consideration. 
The  act  of  Congress  of  March  3d,  1807,  authoriz- 
ing the  President  to  cause  the  settlers  on  the  public 
lands  to  be  removed,  is  still  unrepealed.  That  act 
provides,  "that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
may  direct  the  marshal,  and  employ  the  military 
force  to  remove  persons  (squatters  of  course)  un- 
lawfully taking  possession  of  the  public  land*  until 
thereunto  authorized  by  law,"  &o>  And  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay  J  insists  that  it  should 
be  enforced  at  least  as  to  the  unsurveyed  lands,  if 
not  a«  it  regards  all  lands  until  they  are  first 
brought  into  market,  and  offered  at  public  auction, 
in  such  manner  as  to  secure  a  fair  competition  at 
the  sales.  And  be  predicts  in  snch  an  event,  that 
many  of  them,  which  are  now  sold  to  the  squatters 
under  our  prt-emption  laws,  at  (I  35  per  acie, 
would  sell  for  10, 30,  and  even  as  high  as  #30  per 
acre.  Now,  Mr.  President,  there  are  in  the  State 
of  Illinois  4,333,171  acres  of  land  as  yet  unsur- 
veyed—a  very  considerable  amount  of  that  which 
is  surveyed  has  not  as  yet  been  brought  into  mar* 
kel.  Trtese  lands  are  situated  in  the  Northern  part 
of  the  State— embracing  much,  if  not  the  whole,  of 
what  is  called  the  Rock:  river  county — and  most  of 
them  that  are  desiiable  are  settled  upon  by  these 
same  "squatters."  Well,  sir,  the  State  proceeds  in 
virtue  of  her  sovereignty,  as  she  has  done,  to  district 
the  entire  State  into  countie?;  to  establish  seats  of 
justice  for  these  counties;  directs  courts  of  justice 
to  be  held  in  them;  provides  for  the  appointment 
of  sheriffs  and  constable*;  and  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  militia;  and  whatever  else  is  necessary 
to  put  the  machinery  of  the  body  politic  io  motion. 
Now, sit,  take  one  of  these  counties  in  which  the 
public  lands  are  unsurveyed,  or,  if  surveyed,  have 
not  been  brought  into  marker,  but  which,  neverthe- 
less, is  settled  and  giving  its  thousand  votes  at  our 
elections;  and  suppose  that,  under  ths  law  of  1807, 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  or  any  other  law  that 
Congress,  in  its  wisdom,  may  see  fit  to  pass  upon 
the  subject  of  preventing  trespasses,  the  President 
should  direct  the  mart hal  of  the  State  te  remove  these 
persons  as  trespassers,  and  to  use  a  military  force, 


if  necessary,  in  their  expulsion;  and  toppose  still 
further,  thai  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  shoald 
happen  to  be  in  session  when  the  marshal,  with  ha 
military  posse,  went  to  execute  the  mandate,  and 
the  marshal  should,  in  obedience  to  his  orders,  sty 
to  the  sheriff,  or  to  the  judge  npon  the  bench,  Gen- 
tlemen squatters,  in  the  name  of  the  foiled  States, 
I  anest  yon  as  trespassers  upon  the  public  lands!  I 
Sir,  the  tning  is  impracticable.  You  cannot,  tad 
yon  ought  not  to  be  permitted,  if  you  had  the 
power,  to  execute  any  such  law.  I  kaow  that  I 
have  put  a  strong  case,  but  it  is,  nevertheless, ens 
which  might  arise,  if  Congress  thould,  at  any  rime, 
attempt  to  enforce  such  laws  within  the  juriedic- 
tional  limits  of  an  organized  sovereign  State  of  tab 
Union.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Calhoun]  proposes  to  avoid  any  such  conflict  of 
jurisdiction,  by  placing  the  lands  at  once  under  the 
superintendency  of  the  States,  to  which  they  re- 
spectively appertain,  where  of  right  it  should  be- 
long. With  the  right  of  pre-emption,  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  proposes  graduation  and  r+ 
ductum  in  the  price,  and  a  final  cession  of  the  re- 
fuse lands  to  the  States.    His  proposition  ist 

'That  the  minimum  price,  aa  now  fixed  by  law,  shell  isjesja 
unchaneed  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  aforesaid;  bat,  aft* 
(hat  period,  the  price  maybe  reduced  by  the  Slates  iespectiveh;, 
according  to  the  followingscale;  all  lands  theretofore  offered  at 
public  sale,  and  then  remaining  unsold  ten  years  or  upward, 
preceding  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  aforesaid,  maybe  redoes* 
by  said  Slates  to  a  price  not  lees  than  one  dollar  per  acre;  nd 
all  lands  that  may  have  been  offered  at  pubtk  sale,  and  remak- 
ing unsold  fifteen  years  or  -upward,  preceding  the-eeid  Uurdeta 
day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two,  may  thareaftn 
be  reduced  by  said  States  to  a  price  not  lees  than  saveety-fm 
cents  per  acre:  and  all  lands  that  may  hare  been  ottered  at 


l«uw    pci    buci   mjuwi  j«uivj«   wi*t    um;    iwtv    imu   wwww 

public  sale,  and  remaining  unsold  twenty  years  or  opwird.pnv 

ceding  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  for* 

tr-two,  may  then  be  reduced  by  aaid  rtatee  to  a  price  not  lea 

im  fifty  cents  per  acre;  and  all  landa  that  may  hare  bate  offer- 

iblicsale,! 


that  may  have  been  oflered  at  public  sale,  and  remalomg  unsow 
thirty  yeais  or  upward,  preceding  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  Jvm, 
eighteen  hundred  and- forty-two,  shall  be  ceded  immediately  id 
the  States  in  which  aaid  lands  are  situate:  Provided,  That  ail 
lands  which  shall  remain  unsold  after  having  been  offered  at 
public  sale  for  ten  years,  and  which  do  not  come  under  tha 


above  provisions,  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  pre-emp- 
tion, graduation,  and  disposition  aforesaid,  at  tha  respective  pe- 
riods often, fifteen,  twenty,  twenty-five,  and  thirty  yam,  after 


said  sale,  commencing  from  the  expiration  often  yean  after  to 
same  had  been  offered  at  public  sale." 

In  reference  to  this  subject  he  [Mr.  Cilhow] 
ssys: 

"That  the  occupants  of  the  public  lands  partake  of  ths  fcsttsj 
that  the  same  price  ought  not  to  be  exacted  forthe  mferiorei 
for  the  good  lands.  They  are  unwilling  to  give  for  tbeinfaner 
lands,  which  for  the  most  part  they  occupy,  it  25,  when  a 
email  part  only  of  the  best  lands  ottered  for  sale  wooU  cea> 
mand  that  price;  and  feel  that  they  have  something  like  justice 
on  their  aide  in  not  giving  so  high  a  price  for  their  poeeesaoav 

This  feeling  must  be  met;  and  it  is  proposed  to  mast  it  by 
the  provisions  for  graduation  and  pre-emption  which  I  J*** 
just  stated;  a  policy  so  liberal  towards  a  large,  though  a  poor 
class,  not  leas  honest  and  patriotic  than  the  rest  of  the  c 


oity,  could  not  fail  to  have  a  happy  effect,  not  only  in  referents 
to  them,  but  in  a  more  enlarged  point  of  view.  One  of  the  bo* 
important  would  be  the  great  increase  of  the  number  of  anil 
freeholders,  which,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  would  prove  of  vast 
importance,  especially  in  the  weaker  portion  of  the  Uinee—ia 
the  Southwestern  States— where  tha  provision  would  haveiae 

Sreatesl  effect.  It  would  be  the  class  that  would  furnish  ta*her< 
iest  and  best  soldiers,  with  the  advantage  of  beuwtavredn 
the  climate.  Combined  and  modified  aa  they  would  be,  they 
cannot  but  have  a  powerful  weight  in  inducing  the  oocsjeast  w 
purchase.  It  will  work  a  revolution  in  hie  character.  B*  will 
regard  himself,  on  his  little  domain,  more  a  freeholder  uiaaa 
aqatter,  and  aa  the  price  in  the  descending  scale  ef  p«sw 
appro-chee  the  price  that  lands,  each  as  ha  occupies  w»"4 
for,  his  industry  and  economy  will  be  exerted  to  bs  pnp*"J 
with  the  requioite  mesne  to  make  the  purchase.  The  bbtral 
character  of  the  policy  would  impress  him  with  deepfcehnci 
of  respect  for  the  justice  and  care  of  the  Government;  sad  the 
security  it  would  afford  would  put  an  end  to  the  esprit*  cm 
which  otherwise  would  be  so  strong,  and  all,  combfotiv** 
the  influence  of  the  States  on  the  side  of  the  Government,  wows, 
I  feel  confident,  guard  effectually  against  the  danger  of  less* 
the  lands,  as  far  aa  the  occupants  are  concerned,  in  the  only  **7 
that  would  be  practicable."  , 

1  understand,  Mr.  President,  that  thelandiii 
your  State  (Kentucky)  belonging  to  the  State, 
south  of  the  Tennessee  river,  have  been  §rads*uy 
reduced  from  fifty  cents  down  to  twelve  and  a  hstf , 
cents,  or  as  they  call  it  in  that  State,  nine  pence,  * 
the  acre.  Nov,  will  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Crittehdew)  require  more  from  us  of  the 
new  States  than  is  exacted  from  the  people  of  ■» 
own  State.  Arid  will  not  the  same  rule  which  vitt 
apply  to  the  inferior  lands  in  Kentucky,  apply  »*■ 
equal  force  to  lands  of  the  same  quality  in  Ilb'Mis, 
separated  as  they  are  by  the  Ohio  river  only,  •*> 
inhabited  by  Jhesame  kind  of  peoplel  Sir,  it  is 
a  bad  rale  which  will  not  work  both  ways. 
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It  is  also  proper  as  a  financial  measure.  The 
desirable  fends,  in  the  coarse  of  a  few  years,  are 
sold  at  one  dollar  and  iwen'y-five  cents  per  acre — 
after  which  the  sales  become  limited,  and  will  not 
much  more  than  pay  expenses;  the  price  is' then  re- 
duced to  one  dollar  per  acre.  This  stimulates  the 
settlers  and  others  to  make  a  farther  examination, 
and  the  next  best  portion  is  called  and  purchased, 
and  considerable  addition  is  made  to  the  revenue. 
The  salts  again  relax,  and  a  farther  redaction  is 
made  in  the  price  with  similar  results;  except,  that 
less  and  less  quantities  are  purchased  at  each  sub- 
sequent reduction,  until  the  sales  of  those  which 
are  left  will  not  pay  for  selling.  Tnis  period  is 
limited,  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  at 
thi  ty  years;  as  the  time  when  the  quantity  remain- 
ing unsold,  after  being  culled  and  i  ecu  lied,  again 
and  again,  should  be  ceded  as  refuse  lands  to  the 
Stales.  Take  the  State  of  Ooio  for  example.  Ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  the  sales  in  that  State  for  the 
first  three  quarters  of  the  put  year  (1840)  amount 
to  #27,146  only,  and  the  expenses  of  sel'imr,&&. 
are  stated  at  |7  596— leaving  a  balance  of  $19,550. 
Yes,  sir,  less  than  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Dar- 
ing the  same  period,  the  sales  at  the  land  office  at 
Zanesville  amounted  to  $1,099,  and  the  expense  of 
selling  $811— leaving  a  balance  from  that  land  dis- 
trict of  $388.  *  In  the  Cincinnati  land  district  the 
sales  are  stated  at  $803,  and  the  expense*  of  selling 
at  $759— exhibiting  a  balance  of  $44;  in  the 
Wooster  district  the  sales  amounted  to  only  $50, 
there  baring  been  within  all  that  time  bat  a  single 
/srfy  acre  tract  sold,  for  $50,  while  the  expenses  of  sel- 
ling it  amounted  within  the  same  period  to  $790;  and 
in  the  Steuben  ville  district  there  were  no  seta  at  all, 
where  the  amount  of  incidental  expenses  is  stated 
at  $774.    I   will  not    refer  to  any  of   the  other 

-  States,  although  I  believe  that  the  account  from 
the  Sate  of  my  friend  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Walks*,]  if  looked  into,  would  be  found  to  be  in  a 
▼cry  lean  condition.  Now,  sir,  does  not  this  state- 
ment of  facts,  about  which  there  can  be  no  dispute, 
demonstrate,  beyond  controversy,  to  all  who  are 
unprejudiced,  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  these 
lands,  no  longer  profitable  as  a  source  of  revenue - 
to  the  TJnited'  States,  should  be  ce  led  to  Ohio? 
And  for  what,  sir?  That  the  State  may  apply  such 
portions  tome  purpose  of  internal  improvement  and 
education  as  can  be  made  available,  and  donate 
the  residue  in  small  quantities  to  the  poor,  who 
may  not  have  the  means  of  porch*  r in?  even  at  the 
most  reduced  prices.  In  the  consummation  of  this 
plan,  aho,  tne  entire  country  will  become  Fettled! 
the  lands  will  all  become  taxable,  and  contribute 
their  due  proportion  of  revenue  to  the  Stat*,  instead 
of  being  held  up  by  the  United  States  for'  an  inter- 
minable period,  tax  free,  and  not  subject  to  settle- 
ment and  improvement.  How  long  are  these  un- 
saleable refuse  lauds  (o  belheJd  up  under  the  present 

•  system  for  a  market?  Connected  wi  h  this  sub- 
ject, is  the  proposition  to  sell  hereafter  in  quart? r- 
quarter  sections,  or  forty  acre  tracts  without  re- 
striction—the sales  at  present  in  forty  acre  tracts 
being  limited  te  two  entries  only,  to  the  same  in- 
divklual-vfor  what  reason  I  never  knew,  or  could 
understand.  This  privilege  is  to  be  continued 
with  the  graduation  of  the  price,  so  that  tSe  poor- 
eat  man  in  the  country  may,  if  he  chooses,  become 
a  freeholder,  and  possessed  of  a  home  which  he 
can  call  his  own.  The  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  having 
long  since  ceased  to  be  regarded  as  a  source  of  re- 
venue, should,  in  like  manner,  as  in  the  case  of 
Ohio*  but  for  sti'l  stronger  reasons,  be  ceded  te  that 
Scale  without  further  delay. 

The  Senator  from  8outh  Carolina  also  proposes 
to  provide  for  the  transfer  of  the  evidence*  of  title 
from  the  seat  of  the  Federal  Government  to  the 
sea's  of  Government  of  the  new  S'ates,  to  which 
they  properly  appertain.  This,  sir,  is  also  an  im- 
portant provision;  for  nothing  can  be  more  des  ra- 
bie  than  to  have  the  titles  to  real  estate — that  pro- 
perty which,  above  all  other,  constitutes  the  per- 
manent wealth  of  a  State,  from  its  immovable 
character  and  natural  tendency  to  advance  in  va- 
lue—within the  reach  of  every  man  who  may  be 

.  interested  in  them,  so  that  he  can  refer  to  them 
with  convenience,  and  procure  duplicates  in  case 


of  loss  or  accident,  at  a  comparatively  small  ex- 
pense. 

It  is  also  proposed  by  the  amendment  which  I 
have  offered,  to  annul  the  restriction  imposed  upon 
the  new  States  by  compact,  by  which  they  are  pro- 
hibited from  taxing  the  lands  tot  five  years  after  the 
date  of  the  purchase  from  the  United  Sates.  I 
have  shown,  sir,  in  the  progress  of  my  remarks, 
that  the  State  of  Illinois  has  already  lost,  in  tne 
way  of  revenue  upon  the  lands  sold  within  her 
limits,  $1,136,560  by  this  restriction,  and  without 
any  advantage  whatever  to  the  United  States,  and 
what  she  will  lose  by  its  continuance,  upon  those 
that  are  unsold,  which  are  stated  at  more  than  nine- 
teen millions  of  acres. 

Suffice  it  to  say,  Mr.  President,  that  in  our  pre- 
sent indebted  condition,  a  repeal  of  this  restriction 
upon  the  taxing  power  of  the  States,  is  imperiously 
demanded,  and  ought  not  longer  to  be  withheld.  I 
believe,  sir,  that  I  have  stated  and  gone  through 
with  the  leading  features  of  the  proposition  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  and  have  endeavored, 
in  my  plain  way,  to  illustrate,  by  facts  and  argu- 
ment, the  advantages  which  will,  in  my  judgment, 
result  from  its  adoption  to  the  community  at  large, 
the  old  States  as  well  as  the  new. 

But,  sir,  I  have  said  that  if  the  distribution 
scheme  succeeds,  are  we  not  also  in  danger  of  hav- 
ing the  price  of  the  lands  raked  upon  us?  Was  not 
such  a  proposition  made  by  an  honorable  Senator 
here,  [Mr.  Prentiss,]  who  never  moves  except 
upon  due  consideration,  at  the  session  of  1837  '38? 
And  what  said  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Webster  ]  who  stood  nobly  by  us 
on  that  occasion,  as  be  has  done  on  many  other 
occasions,  when  it  was  made?  Mr.  Webster 
said: 

MIt  has  be«D  propoesd  also  so  to  amend  the  bill,  (the  pre- 
emption bill  of  1339,)  as  to  require  that  the  settler,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre,  should  pay  one-half 
of  the  actual  value  of  the  land  above  that  sum:  thb  value  to 
lie  ascertained  by  appraisers,  appointed  by  the  register  of  the 
land  offtt*.  1  could  not  agree  to  this  amendment;  because,  in 
the  first  place,  we  have  never  adopted  the  principle  of  selling 
lands  on  appraisement  But  secondly,  and  mainly  because  if 
these  settlers  have  had  any  ground  or  reason  to  expect  a  pre. 
emotion  right  from  Congress,  (which  is  the  substantial  foun- 
dation of  the  bill,)  they  have  had,  and  now  have,  reason  to 
expect  K,  on  the  same  (arms  on  which  h  lias  been  granted  to 
others." 

What  more,  sir,  could  have  been  said  upon  the 
subject,  except  to  ask  the  Senator  who  moved  the  , 
proposition,  if  they  were  more  valuable  than  (I  25  j 
per  acre,  who  made  them  so?    i  have  in  (rod  need  it 
to  show  that  fears  in  this  respect  are  not  entirely 
without  foundation. 

Bnt  again,  sir,  if  Congress  should  pass  a  law  to 
distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sale.*  of  the  lands 
among  thMtates;  I*  it  not  virtually  the  same  thing 
as  parcelling  ont  the  land  itself  among  the  States?  It 
ceases  to  be  regarded  as  a  source  o(  revenue,  and 
the  Stat**  alone  are  interested  in  making  the  most 
of  it.  Would  not  such  an  arrangement  in  fac', 
abrogate  the  compacts  by  which  the  new  States 
have  agreed  not  to  lax  the  lands  during  their  own- 
ership by  the  TJnited  8tatpp,  and  for  five  ytars  after 
they  khall  have  been  sold?  Has  it  not  been  con- 
tended here,  not  by  one,  two,  or  three;  but  many 
Senators  on  ihe  opposite  side  oi  the  chamber,  that 
the  object  for  which  these  lands  were  originally 
granted  by  Virginia  and  other  States,  having  been 
fulfil  el,  they  revert  te  the  grantors  or  to  the 
S  ates  at  large,  and  are  now  held  by  the  United 
Siates  in  their  aggregate  capacity  as  a  trust  estate, 
and  to  be  disposed  of  accordingly?  Sir,  the  whole 
matter  of  ownership,  according  to  their  arguments, 
has  become  radically  and  entirely  changed.  The 
lands  have  become  a  trost  estate,  Congress  the 
trustee,  and  the  States,  old  and  new  inclusive,  the 
cestui  que  trust.  They  are  no  longer  the  property 
of  the  United  States.  Now,  sir,  if  this  be  the  case, 
I  contend,  that  from  the  moment  ?uch  a  bill  pastes, 
these  compac's  will  cease  to  operate,  and  that  the 
new  States  will  have  the  right  to  impose  a  tax  upon 
all  the  lands  within  their  respective  limits.  Sap- 
pose,  Mr.  President,  instead  of  distributing  tbe 
proceeds  of  the  sale?;  the  lands  themselves, 
(which  is  ihe  same  thing  in  principle,)  sbonld 
te  parcelled  out  a«iong  the  Slates;  and  we  should 
have  a  North  Carolina  reserve,  a  Connecti- 
cut reserve,  a  Vermont  reserve,  a  Ken  tacky 
reserve;  and  since  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania, 
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who  aits  near  me  on  the  right  [Mr.  Stcrmon]  has 
received  his  distribution  instructions,  which  were 
introduced  this  morning,  I  suppose  we  must  alse 
have  a  Pennsylvania  reserve;  and  so  on  with 
reserves  for  each  of  the  twenty-six  States 
composing  the  entire  Union ;  what,  air, 
would  be  the  effect  of  such  a  partition?  Would 
not  the  whole  of  these  lands  become  immedi- 
ately subject  to  taxation  by  the  new  States 
respectively  in  which  they  are  situated?  And  where 
is  the  difference  in  principle,  whether  you  distribute 
the  land  or  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the 
land?  Is  this  semblance  of  ownership  by  the  United 
Sta'es  to  be  kept  up  as  a  pretext  to  avoid  such  tax- 
ation? And  are  the  new  States  to  be  frightened  by 
this  shadow  of  ownership  when  the  substance  has 
departed?  I  hold,  therefore,  Mr.  President,  that  if 
a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  tbe  sales  of  the 
public  lands  should  be  made  as  proposed  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CaiTrair- 
dbm]  that  no  arrangement  will  be  just  and  equita- 
ble to  the  new  States,  which  does  not  make  a  pro- 
per allowance  for  the  amount  of  taxes  which  would 
accrue  from  time  to  time  on  all  the  lands  thereaf- 
ter sold  within  their  limits,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tribution; and  which,  independent  of  the  restric- 
tions I  have  mentioned,  would  be  subject  to  taxa- 
tion as  other  lands. 

It  is  nevertheless  true,  sir,  that  the  pre-emption 
principle  is  engrafted  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crittxvdbm]  and  I 
have  no  doubt  of  his  sincerity  and  willingness  to 
grant  pre-emptions  in  some  form,  provided  they  go 
hand  in  hand  with  distribution;  but  not  otherwise, 
if  we  may  judge  from  his  former  opinions  as  ex- 
pressed upon  that  subject  Although  there  is  a  re- 
striction imposed  upon  the  right  of  the  pre-emption- 
er,  by  limiting  the  privilege  to  a  particular  class, 
not  worth  exceeding  a  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
quantity  of  land  stated  at  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acre*;  stilll  it  has  not  assumed  tbe 
form  and  features  of  a  bill,  and  may  not  be 
all  it  would  seem  to  be,  when  it  comes  tcr 
be  run  out  into  the  details.  For  instance,  are 
aliens  and  foreigners,  not  naturalized,  to  be  included 
within  its  scope  or  not?  Will  it  be  prospective  in 
its  operation,  and  will  the  settlers  be  permitted,  as 
heret  fore,  to  settle  upon  the  unsurveyed  lands, 
and  such  as  have  been  surveyed  and  not  brought 
into  market,  or  noi?  And  if  so,  will  they  thereby 
become  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  or  not? 
Tbese,  sir,  and  many  other  such  considerations, 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked  in  a  measure  of  such 
consequence  to  the  people  of  the  new  States  and 
the  Terriu  ries  who  reside  there,  and  to  all  such  as 
desire  to  go  there  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
homes  for  themselves  and  families.  Tbey  have  not 
been  overlooked  in  tbe  bill  introduced  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton,]  which  is  fair  in 
features  and  full  in  all  its  proportions.  Will  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittenden]  consent 
to  such  a  pre  eruption  law  as  thi* ? 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  say  something  on 
the  subject  of  slims— of  such  foreigners  as  have 
emigrated  to  and  become  inhabitants  of  the  new 
States,  and  who  are  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  be 
naturalized  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  Are  these  alien?  to  be  admitted  or  not  to 
the  benefits  intended  to  be  conferred  by  your  [Mr. 
Crittenden's]  proposition?  It  would  seem  not,  if 
the  vote  taken  a  few  da>s  ago  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Minoom,]  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  indication  of 
what  may  be  expected  from  the  advocates  of  dis- 
tribution. Mr.  Mangom  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
[Mr.  Benton's,]  by  excepting  aliens  from  its  pro* 
vfrions,  when  tbe  vo'e stood  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Huntingdon,  Knight, 
Mangum,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  and  Rugglea 
—12. 

Nats— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hetdtrson,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvcll, 
Pierce,  Porter,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tall- 
madge,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright* 
and  Young— 30. 

Sir,  what  did  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maas%* 
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chutetto  [Mr,  WzBsnJt]  say  on  this  subject,  when 
in  similar  proposition  was  made  to  exclude  foreign- 
en,  in  1838,  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Ms&rjck]  if  my  memory  serves  me. 
And  here  I  beg  leave  again  to  read  from  the  speech 
of  the  honorable  Senator  on  that  occasion.  Mr. 
Wcnsraa  said: 

"It  baa  been  proposed  to  amend  this  bill,  [the  pre-emption 
bill  of  1838,]  so  as  to  limit  its  benefits  to  native  or  naturalised 
dUsens  of  (he  United  Slates.  Although  1  bate  been  heretofore 
disposed  to  favor  such  a  proposition,  yet,  on  the  whole,  I  think  it 
ought  not  to  pass,  because  such  a  limitation  has  been  altogether 
tmknown  In  our  general  system  of  land  sales;  and  to  Introduce 
it  here,  where  we  are  acting  on  rights  already  acquired,  would 
be  both  invidious  and  unjust." 

And  in  reply  to  his  honorable  colleague,  [Mr. 
Davis,]  he  further  remarked: 

"My  colleague  complains,  also,  that  the  bill  holds  out  great  in- 
ducements to  foreigners  to  come  among  us  and  settle  on  the 
public  lands.  He  says  it  is  an  invitation  to  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope to  open  their  work-houses,  and  send  hither  all  their  pau- 
Krs.  Now.  sir,  in  all  candor,  is  this  the  just  character  of  the 
17  Does  it  propose  any  change  in  our  law  in  respect  to  fo- 
reigners? Certainly  it  does  not.  Always  a  foreigner  could 
come  here;  always  he  could  buy  land  ai  the  minimum  price; 
always  he  stood  on  an  exact  footing  of  equality,  in  this  particu- 
lar, with  our  own  citixena.  And  would  my  worthy  colleague 
now  make  a  difference  by  this  bill)  If  two  settlers  are  found 
on  the  frontier,  each  on  his  own  quarter  section,  each  with  a  fa- 
mily, and  each  lirh>#  under  a  roof  erected  by  his  own  hands, 
and  on  the  produce  of  fields  tilled  by  hie  own  labor,  the  one  a 
citizen,  and  the  other  a  foreigner  not  vet  naturalised,  would  my 
colleague  make  a  difference,  and  confirm  the  sattlement  of  one, 
■ad  break  up  that  of  the  other?  No,  1  am  sura,  sir,  he  would  do 
no  such  thing.  His  sense  of  justice  and  his  good  feeling  would 
revolt  from  such  a  course  of  action  as  quick  as  those  of  any  liv- 
ing human  being." 

And  what  better  reasons  conld  be  given  than  that 
it  would  be  a  limitation  altogether  unknown  in  our 
general  sy item  of  land  sales,  and  that  such  a  dis- 
tinction would  be  invidious  and  unjust— and  espe- 
cially in  the  State  of  Illinois,  where  ihey  are  ex- 
pressly permitted  by  statute  to  purchase,  hold,  and 
transmit  real  estate  in  all  respects  as  citizens. 

But,  Mr.  President,  my  principal  object  in  again 
introducing  foreigners  not  naturalized,  at  this  late 
period  in  the  debate,  is  to  reply  more  fully  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  frem  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay] 
and  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Gra- 
ham] in  lespect  to  the  constitutional  power  of  a 
State,  and  particularly  cf  the  State  ot  Illinois,  to 
prescribe  the  qualifications  of  such  persons  as  shall 
be  admitted  to  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  election 
of  members  to  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  \ 
Atats  Legislature,  and  consequently  in  the  elections  ; 
to  be  held  for  members  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  Congress;  who,  by  the  Constitution  of  ihe 
United  States,  (article  1,  section  2,)  are  required  to 
possess  the  same  qualifications.  1  understood  both 
Senators  to  say,  that  a  State  had  no  power  to  admit 
mn  alien  to  vote,  unlets  he  bad  been  previously 
naturalized  according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws 
•f  (he  United  States;  and  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Clay]  went  farther,  and  said,  that  he 
had  been  informed  that  the  foreign  vole  in  Illinois, 
that  is,  of  persons  not  naturalized,  which  he  de- 
clared to  be  illegal,  had  given  the  preponderancy 
to  Mr.  Van  Bufen  in  the  late  election  for  President 
in  that  State.  Now,  sir,  if  ihe  result  of  the  elec- 
tion in  Illinois  is  to  be  attributed  to  this  foreign 
vote,  all  I  have  to  say  is,  that  the  Senator's  in- 
formant knows  much  more  about  the  matter  than 
I  do.  In  the  county  in  which  I  teside,  there  are 
many  Germans,  emigrants  from  foreign  lands,  who, 
I  am  informed,  are  not  naturalized.  Their  vote  was 
divided  at  the  late  election,  but  in  what  proportions 
I  am  unable  to  say.  I  also  understood  that  there 
we're  many  foreigners,  not  naturalized,  among  the 
Mormons,  who  voted,  and  who  voted  as  they  had 
a  right  to  do,  almost  without  exception,  for  General 
Harrison.  A  large  majority  of  the  foreigners  on 
the  line  of  the  canal,  I  suppose,  (but  of  this  I  am 
entirely  uninformed,)  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket.  How  they  voted  in  other  parts  of  the  Stale, 
I  knaw  not  With  such  a  state  of  things,  where, 
from  their  nafture,  it  must  be  exceedingly  difficult, 
if  not  impracticable,  for  any  one  to  know  who  was 
naturalized,  and  who  not;  what  number  voted,  and 
what  not;  on  what  side  the  vote  of  this  one  and  that 
one,  individually,  was  cast,  how  can  any  one  un- 
dertake to  say,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  that 
the'  restrU  was  produced  by  that  or  other  causes? 
Sir,  (here  are  certain  men  in  this  world  who  al- 
ways have  a  cause  when  defeat  overtakes  them, 
QM  will  presently  undertake  to  prove  in  regard  to 
jheuefeat  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  with  him,  the 


Democratic  party  )  who  would  assign  very  different 
reason*  if  the  victory  bad  declared  in  their  own  fa- 
vor, and  against  the  enemy. 

Bnt  I  ccme  back  to  the  question  as  to  the  right 
of  a  S'ate  lo  qualify  aliens  to  vote,  without  previous 
natural  zation  according  to  ihe  acts  of  Congress. 

The  Constitution  ef  the  United  8iates,  art.  1,  sec. 
2,  provides  "that  the  Htuse  of  Representatives  (in 
Congress)  shall  be  composed  of  members  chosen 
every  second  year  by  the  people  of  the  several 
Slate*;  and  the  electors  in  each  State  shall  have  the 
qualifications  requisite  for  electors  of  the  most 
numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislatures." 

That  "no  parson  shall  be  a  representatives  (in 
Congress,  who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of 
t went- -one  years,  and  been  seven  years  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elect- 
ed, be  an  inhabitant  of  that  State  in  which  he  shall 
be  chosen." 

It  is  provided  by  the  same  article,  section  4: 
"That  (he  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding 
elections  fur  Senators  and  Representatives  (to  Con- 
gress) shall  be  prescr  b^d  in  each  Sate  by  the  Le- 
gislature thereof  but  the  Congress  may  at  any 
tim<»,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  place  of  choosing  Senators." 

In  section  5,  of  the  same  article,  it  is  further  pro- 
vided that  ''each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  elec- 
tions, returns,  and  qual  ficatiom  of  iis  own  mem- 
bers." And  in  section  8,  of  the  same  article,  it  is 
provided  that  "the  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
establish  a  uniform  rule  ot  naturalization  through- 
out the  United  States." 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  all  the  provisions  in 
that  instrument  which  have  any  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject. Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  qualification  of 
persons  who  may  be  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  is  prescribed,  fixed,  and 
limited  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
while  the  power  is  reserved  to  the  States  to  prescribe 
the  qualifications  of  the  elector.*,  by  whom  they  are 
to  be  chosen;  under  the  10th  article  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  if  there  be  a  doubt, 
which  declares  that  "the  power?  not  delegated  to 
the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibit- 
ed by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  re- 
spectively or  to  the  people."  And  this  has  been 
uniformly  the  practice  since  the  commencement  of 
the  Government,  under  its  present  form  of  Admin- 
istration. 

Mr.  President,  I  have,  in  reference  to  this  ques- 
tion of  State  right,  examined  all  the  Constitutions 
of  the  States,  Rhode  Island  excepted,  which  seems 
to  be  still  working  under  the  old  charter  granted  by 
his  Royal  VJajesty  King  Charles  the  Second,  of 
Enghnd;  and  I  find  that,  in  every  instance,  the 
qaalficaion  of  electors  for  members  to  the  State 
Legisla'ures,  has  been  prescribed  exclusively  by 
the  States;  and  th»t  many  of  them  do  not  require 
citizenship  as  essential,  or  at  all  necessary  in  con- 
stituting the  elective  franchise.  In  fifteen  of  the 
States,  to  wit:  Maine,  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Missouri,  Alabama,  and  Arkansas,  the  word  "citi- 
zen" is  employed  as  a  necessary  qualification.  In 
four  of  the  States,  to  wit:  Massachusetts,  Vermont, 
Maryland,  and  North  Carolina,  the  word  "free- 
man" is  used,  and  "citizen"  omired.  In  New  Jer- 
ley,  "all  Inhabitants"  of  full  age,  worth  450,  pro- 
clamation money,  with  twelve  months'  residence,  sre 
entitled  to  vote — under  which  description  of  all  in- 
habitants, I  understand  the  ladies  in  that  Sate  for- 
merlj  claimed  and  exercised  the  privilege  of  vot- 
ing; and  had  great  influence  in  controlling  the  re- 
sult of  the  elections.  In  C  nnecticut,  all  "free- 
men," at  the  adoption  of  their  Constitution,  and 
such  as  become  "citizens"  afterwards.  In  Ten- 
nesse,  every  free  white  man,  being  a  (,ciiizen"  of 
the  United  States,  with  six  months'  residence,  with 
aprosiw  that  no  person  shall  be  disqualified  from 
voting  on  account  of  color,  who  is  by  the  laws  of 
the  State  a  competent  witness  in  a  court  of  justice 
against  a  white  man.  Under  this  proviso,  I  un- 
derstand that  certain  persons  of  color  are  permitted 
to  vote  in  that  State.  The  Senator  from  Tennes- 
see [Mr.  Anderson]  says,  that  persons  of  color 
are  excluded  by  the  new  Constitution  of  that  State. 
They  were  permitted  by  the  old,  and  it  was  to  that 


I  had  reference,  not  having  seen  the  new  oce.  .  In 
New  Hampshire,  the  expression  male  "inhabi- 
tants," excepting  paupers,  is^jemplojed.. 
In  the  State  of  Michigan  it  is  provided  that— 
"In  all  elections  every  white  male  citizen  abovp  twentrona 
years  of  axe,  having  resided  in  the  Bute  six  months  ntxi  Me- 
ceding  any  el  ction,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  etocuoo- 
and  every  while  male  inhabitant  of  the  age  aforesaid,  who  may 
be  a  resident  of  the  State  at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  thU  Coniti- 
union,  shall  have  the  right  of  voting  as  aforesaid. ". 

And  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  it  is  provided  that— 
'  lo  all  elections,  all  white  male  Inhabitants  above  tot  age  of 
twenty  one  years,  bavins  resided  in  the  State  six  months  next 
preceding  the  election,  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  an  elector;  hot 
no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  vote,  except  in  the  county  or 
district  m  which  he  shall  actually  reside  at  the  time  of  the 
election." 

And  in  the  rchedule  of  the  Constitution  of  that 
State,  it  is  further  provided  that — 

"AH  white  male  inhabitants  above  tbe  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  who  shall  be  actual  residents  of  this  State  at  the  ligniog  of 
this  Constitution,  shall  have  a  riant  to  vote  at  the  election  to 
be  held  on  the  third  Thursday,  and  the  two  following  day*  of 
September  next." 

Which  corresponds  with  a  similar  provision  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Michigan.   Be- 
sides the  State  of  Tennessee  formerly;  New  York, 
Maine,  and  perhaps  several  other  of  the  Slates, 
have,  in  like  manner,  eonfeired  the  right  of  suf- 
frage on  person*  cf  color,  with  certain  property  qua- 
lifications; and  I  saw,  in  a  recent  publication  by 
one  of  the  Northern  members  of  the  other  House, 
that  he  attributed  his  defeat  in  the  last  election  to 
this  same  colored  vote.    The  States  also  differ  in 
many  o.her  respects;  some  requiring  properly  qua- 
lification, some  more  or  less  time  as  to  residence, 
and  others  that  they  should  have  paid  taxes,  etc 
In  regaid  to  Michigan,  it  is  evident  beyond  contro- 
versy, that  the  words  "citizen"  and  "inhabitant," 
were  intended  to  be  med  in  a  very  different  sense, 
and  to  apply  to  a  very  different  description  ef  per- 
sons.   It  is  certain  that  the  word  "inhabitant"  was 
intended  to  include  all  person",  natives,  alien?,  and 
all,  whether  naturalized,  or  not,  who  were  rear- 
dent*  of  the  State  at  the  signing  of  the  ConOiintioB; 
while  it  is  equally  certain  that  a  limitation  iu  iav 
p'ied  in  the  word  citizen  upon  iho^cto  come  af- 
terwards.   And  this  Constitution  was  -ratified  by 
Congress  as  being  in  conformity  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
But  I  understood  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  GniHAM]  to  say  that  there  might  be  a  sort  of 
special  naturalization  in  this  constitutional  way, 
while  the  general  power  was  withheld  from  the 
States.   Sir,  the  language  of  the  Constitution  of  tbe 
United  States  is,  _  that  "Congress  shall  have  tbe 
power  to  establish  a  uniform  i  ule  of  naturalization" 
only;  so  that  a  special  naturalization,  as  supposed, 
would  be  without  authority.    And  I  hokl farther, 
that  if  this  power  of  prevenbing  qualifications  of 
electors  belongs  not  t  j  the  S.ates,  and  that  aa'nra- 
lizalion  is  a  necessary  prerequisite,  that  it  can  no 
more  be  conferred  by  the  adoption  of  a  State  Coa- 
st it  a  tion  containing  such  an  exception,  from  tbe 
uniform  rule,  than  in  any  other  way.    It  follows  of 
course,  from  the  practice  of  Congress,  and  aarrti- 
sal  usage  in  all  the  States,  vhat  the  construction  al- 
ways has  been  that  the  power  resided  in  tbe  Stales. 
This,  sir,  has  been  the  construction  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  Illinois;  and  foreigners,  although  not  na- 
turalized, but  who  have  become  inhabitants  of  the 
State  for   six    months   previous  to  an  election, 
have  always  been   allowed  to  vote.    The  ques- 
tion  with   us  has   been,   not   as   to  tbe  right 
of   the  State   to  prescribe  the   qualifications  of 
her  electors,  but  whether,  in   the  employment  of 
the  word  "inhabitants,"  in  cur  Constitution,  it  was 
intended  that  foreigners,  not  naturalized,  should  be 
entitled  to  vote.    But,  sir,  we  went  farther  than 
this,  as  I  mentioned  in  the  coarse  of  a  few  remarks 
I  made  on  this  subject  some  days  ago.    In  retpett 
to  the  qualification  of  Governor,  it  was  provided 
in  the  body  of  the  Constitution,  that  he  shoakl  be 
at  least  thirty  years  of  age,  have  been  a  citizen  of 
tbe  United  States  thirty  years,  and  two  years  a  re- 
sident in  the  State;  -and  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
was  required  to  possess  the  same  qualifications. 
Now,  sir,  in  order  to  qualify  a. particular  iadinda- 
al  for  this  second  office,  who  stood  prominent  as  a 
man  of  integrity  and  bene volenee,  but  who  was  a 
native  of  Canada,  (Col.  Pierre  Menard  of  Kasav> 
kia,)  it  was  provided  in  the  schedule  of  the  Confu- 
tation, that  any  person  of  thirty  yean  of  age,  ■*» 
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is  a  citizen  of  the  Unied  States,  and  has  rented 
two  years  within  the  limits  of  the  State  next  pre- 
ceding the  election,  thai  I  bt  eligible  to  the  office  cf 
Lieutenant  Governor,  any  thing  in  thi-j  Const,  tu- 
tion  contained  notwithstanding.  Werl,  sir,  he  was 
pot  upon  the  ticket  wi  h  Col.  Bond,  who  was  Do- 
minated for  Governor,  although  they  were  of  oppo- 
site polities,  and  continued  to  be  so,  as  long  as 
Got.  B>nd  lived,  and  both  were  elected  by 
the  unanimous  vole  of  the  people,  without 
opposition,  and  both  made  exce'lent  officers. 
To  five  you  an  insUnce  of  his  plain  but  honest 
htantness,  I  wilt  mention  an  occurrence  which  hap- 
pened during  a  time  when  he  was,  by  virtue  of  his 
office  of  Lieutenant  Governor,  presiding  as  Speaker 
of  the  8enate.  In  1820,  we  made  a  State  bank 
upon  a  capital  of  credt  and  confidence,  (specie  be- 
ing Eater  a  scarce  article  at  the  time-,)  as  a  mea- 
sure of  relief  to  the  people,  it  being  a  time  of  great 
pecuniary  embarrassment;  and  to  make  its  issues 
the  more  acceptable  a.<  a  circulating  medium,  a  re- 
solution war  offered  requesting  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  make  it  land  office  m->ney.  Colonel 
Menard  had  been  very  much  opno*ed  to  the  crea- 
tion of  thb  bank  without  a  specie  capital.  So, 
when  the  resolution  came  op  for  adoption  in  the 
Senate,  he  rose,  evidently  out  of  humor,  and  said, 
in  his  broken  English — *  Gentlemen,  as  it  your 
-wifth,  and  it  is  my  du*y,  I  will  pit  de  question- 
hat  1  bet  any  man  fifty  dollar  he  no  nude  land  of- 
ice  money."  And  the  Colonel  was  right;  it  was 
not  made  land  office  money,  and  depreciated  as 
law  at  one  time  as  four  for  oae. 

But  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Gaa- 
Bi4M]  objects  to  the  right  of  a  State  to  permit  aliens 
to  voir,  for  the  reason  that  it  will  give  an  undue 
proportion  of  representation  in  the  general  appor- 
tionment of  political  poorer  among  the  States,  and 
especially  in  the  S'a'e*  where  they  are  nit  admit- 
ted to  the  right  of  soffragr.  Tnis,  sir,  is  an  objec- 
tion easily  answered,  by  reference  to  article  1,  sec- 
tion 2,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  TJaited  S  a'es. 
Which  provides,  that  "representatives  *ni  direct 
taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  States 
which  may  be  included  in  this  Union  according  to 
their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  per- 
sons, including  those  bonnd  to  service  for  a  term  of 
years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three- 
fifths  of  all  other  persons." 

It  is  the  number  of  persons  of  all  descriptions, 
then,  according  to  the  enumeration  which  shall  be 
made  at  stated  periods,  and  not  the  number  of 
To'ers,  which  is  to  rr gntate  the  relative  dUtribn  Ion 
of  power  among  the  State*. 

Mr.  President,  this  word  "citizen"  seems  afVr 
all  to  have  a  very  indefinite  meaning.  In  it*  «rvi- 
nal  acceptation,  according  to  the  French  Dictiona- 
ries, it  signified  an  "an  inhabitant  or  freeman  of  a 
city."  The  natives  of  a  city  as  contradistinguished 
from  foreigners.  According  to  Mr.  Webster »«  large 
quarto,  it  means  technically  in  the  United  State*,  "a 
person  native  or  naturalized,  who  has  the  privilege  of 
exercising  the  elective  franchise;"  or  the  qualifica- 
tions which  enable  him  to  vote  for  rulers,  and  to  pur- 
chase and  hold  real  e&tate.  To  "citizf  nize,"  is  to 
make  a  "citizen,"  to  admit  to  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  a  citizen,  and  he  gives  as  an  example, 
ttut  "Talleyranl  was  citiz^ntzed  in  Pennsylvania, 
when  there  in  the  f  jrm  of  an  emigrant." 

So  that  it  feems  that  the  Stite  of  Pennsylvania, 
at  least  ia  this  instance,  if  it  be  coirect,  undertook 
for  herself,  and  did  citizenize,  but  for  what  purpose 
is  not  stated,  a  foreign  emigrant,  wih»ut  the  con- 
ear  rent  authority  of  the  United  Slater. 

From  this  circumstance,  it  appears,  that  there 
may  be  citizens  of  a  State,  who  are  not  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  President,  to  consider  of  the 
causes  which,  in  my  judement,  more  than  any  other, 
led  to  the  late  defeat  of  Mr  Van  Buren,  and  with  him 
the  overthrow,  for  a  lime,  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Our  troubles,  sir,  commenced  with  the  celebrated 
year  of  1836;  a  year  long  to  be  remembered  by  those 
who  have  been  attentive  to  the  political  events  of 
the  times,  as  being  fraught  with  more  mischief,  and 
•  bringing  in  its  train  more  evils,  moral  and  pecunia- 
ry, than  any  which  had  preceded  it,  and  it  is  to  be 
beped,  any  which  baa,  or  may  come  after  it,    It 


was  during  thi«  }e..r  more  thau  any  o  h«r,  that 
S'ate«,  corpora* ions  and  individuals,  alike  heedless 
of  the  future,  rushed  headlong  and  madly  into  the 
broad  vortex  of  speculation,  and  many  have  been 
swamped  and  left  mirig  in  the  quicksands.  Yes, 
sir,  wide  spread,  desolating  ruin  has  been  the  con- 
sequence. It  was  during  this  year,  that  the  im- 
ports of  merchandise  from  foreign  countries  ran 
up  to  the  extraordinary  sum  of  189,980,035  dol- 
lars; 40  millions  of  dollars  more  than  any  pre* 
ceding  year,  and  nearly  28  millions  of  dollars 
more  than  any  year  succeeding.  While  the  ex- 
ports from  the  United  States  to  foreign  countries, 
for  that  year,  were  only  127,663,040  dollars* 
showing  a  balance  of  trade  against  us,  for  that 
year  alone,  of  the  enormous  amount  of  62,316,995 
of  dollars.  The  sales  of  the  public  lands,  also, 
suddenly  run  up  during  that  year  to  ihe  sum  of 
25,167,833  dollars— being  9,168.029  dollars  more 
than  any  year  preceding,  and  18,160,310  dollars 
more  than  the  sales  of  any  subsequent  year. 

The  sales,  Mr.  President,  for  this  memorable 
year  of  1836,  exceeded  four  millions  of  dollars  in 
the  State  of  Illinois  alone.  And  so  it  was  with 
everything.  The  delusive  phantom  of  specula- 
tion seemed  to  have  taken  complete  possession  of 
the  human  mind,  and  our  extravagance  and  folly 
not  only  astoni&hed  and  alarmed  the  sober  minded 
and  reflecting  of  our  own  country,  but  all  Europe 
for  a  time  stood  still,  and  looked  upon  our  rapid 
movements  towards  wealth  and  fortune  with  won- 
der and  amazfment.  Why,  sir,  during  this  period, 
the  speculators  in  the  public  land*,  in  many  in- 
stances, in  their  haste  to  become  rich,  looked  only 
to  the  maps  in  the  land  offices  to  see  what  was  va- 
cant, and  s*ept  it  all,  good,  bid,  and  indfferenf, 
(or  I  would  be  more  correct  if  I  should  say,  the 
bad,  worse,  snd  still  more  indifferent,  as  the  good 
had,  for  the  roost  part,  been  iak<»n  before)  'hat  w.  s 
s  bjpet  to  priva'e  entry,  far  and  wid»;  swamp, 
sxnd  ridges *nd  a!l,  and  where  are  they  no*?  No  ■ 
wonder,  then,  that  the  Senvor  from  K' mucky  [Mr. 
Clay]  can  ^o  v  by  figures  and  by  facts,  that  many 
of  the  lands  which  were  some  years  before  that 
time  reported  by  the  land  officeis  as  being  of  little 
value,  have  since  be*n  sold  at  one  dollar  and 
twenty  five  cents  per  acre.  To  give  you  aa  ex- 
ample of  this  system  of  speculation,  and  of  its 
ruinous  consequences,  I  need  only  to  refer  to  the 
case  of  the  New  York  and  Boston  Illinois  Land 
Company.  This,  sir,  is  perhap3  the  most  wealthy 
company  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States.  It  is 
composed,  for  the  most  part;  of  gentlemen  of  for- 
tune, who  are  still  wealthy,  notwithstanding  their 
lo^es  upon  their  investn  en's  in  this  sto:k  Their 
pu  c'layes,  I  believe,  exceeded  a  mill  on  of  nc*es, 
aal  «heir  lands  are  of  average  good  quality;  many 
of  them  a'e  considered  as  among  the  very  best 
lands  in  the  State;  and  what  has  been  the  re- 
sult of  their  operations?  Why,  sir,  with  most 
of  their  lands  on  band,  still  unsold,  with  a 
larpe  amount  of  taxes  annually  to  pay  upon 
them,  their  stoc'<  is  down  to  thirty  rents 
in  the  dollar,  notwithstanding  it  is  backed  by  some' 
of  themt»stsubsantial  wealth  in  the  eonnty.  Such 
being  the  facts  in  regard  to  this  wealthy  land  com- 
pany, what  must  they  be  with  that  inferior  class  of 
individual  who  speculated  exclusively  on  mon>y 
borrowed  from  the  banks,  and  wh's>  pu'ehases 
were  in  the  general  limited  to  lands  of  inferior  qua- 
lit)?    S.r,  comment  is  unnecessary. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  for  the  application. 
Universal  pecuniary  embarrassment  had  se'zed 
upon  many  parts  of  the  country;  broken  specula- 
tors and  debtors  of  every  class  and  dtgree,  and  be- 
longing to  every  party,  had  in  many  in.- ta nets  be- 
came desperate,  and  cried  out  for  a  change !  Yes, 
sir,  this  magic  word  change!  change!!  was  rung 
from  the  mountain  tops,  and  echoed  through  the 
valleys,  and  this  it  was  that,  in  my  judgment,  led 
to  our  defeat,  and  not  the  machinations  of  the 
bankers  in  Threadncedle  or  Lombard  s  reels  in 
London,  or  in  Wall  street,  in  New  York.  No, sir, 
many  were  in  debt,  and  hopelessly  in  debt,  withcut 
some  great  and  extraordinary  change,  which  could 
not  be  anticipated  in  ordinary  good  times,  when 
men  are  expected  not  only  to  support  their  families, 
but  also  to  pay  their  debts,  by  a  prudent  and  eco- 
nomical arrangement  of  their  business,  and  an  in- 


dustrious application  to  their  occupation,  whether 
it  be  that  cf  merchant,  lawyer,  doctor,  farmer,  or 
mechanic.  To  all  such — I  speak  in  the  general— 
thb  change  became  desirable,  as  a  measure  of  relief, 
for  the  reason,  as  was  stated,  that  they  could  not  be 
worsted;  and  that  peradventure  something  might, 
in  the  course  of  coming  events,  turn  up  for  the  bet- 
ter. Sir,  I  will  give  yon  an  instance  of  this  feel- 
ing in  a  case  which,  I  am  informed,  occurred  in 
my  own  county.  An  individual  who,  on  many 
accounts,  bad  been  regarded  as  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  party,  and  who  still  professed 
to  belong  to  it,  said  to  one  of  his  neighbors  that  he 
had  not  voted  for  either  of  the  candidates  for  tbe 
Presidency.  Upon  his  neighbor  expressing  some 
astonishment,  and  asking  the  reason  why  he  had 
not  voted,  he  replied  by  way  of  excuse,  "that  in 
common  with  many  of  his  neighbors,  he  bad  been 
imprudent  and  was  in  debt;  and,  although  it  "was 
still  in  accordance  with  his  principles  that  Mr.  Van 
Buren  should  be  elected,  that  he  believed  it  would 
be  to  his  interest  that  General  Harrison  should  be 
elected;  and  that  between  principle  and  interest  he 
had  stood  still,  and  had  not  voted."  And  thus  it 
was  with  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands,  who 
not  only  "stood  still,"  but  voted  for  the  enemy.  I 
use  the  word  enemy  with  no  invidious  or  reproach- 
ful meaning.  Well,  Mr.  President,  our  opponents 
have  succeeded  ia  bringing  this  change  about  as  a 
great  relief  measure,  and  by  unprecedented  majori- 
ties, as  is  generally  the  case  with  such  measures; 
and  let  them  take  heed  that  it  does  not,  like  most 
other  measures  of  relief,  be  found  upon  experiment 
not  to  answer  (he  public  expectation,  and  like  them 
doomed,  in  case  of  disappointment,  to  very  short 
doration.  Who,  Mr.  President,  of  the  West,  has 
forgotten  the  history  of  my  native  State,  of  your 
own  State,  (Kentucky)  and  in  your  own  times,  in 
regard  to  these  same  measures  of  relief;  and  who 
d(  es  not  recoil  ct  the  rapidity  with  which  they  suc- 
cessively pwed  away.  In  1816  or  1817,  the  Le- 
gislature of  that  State  chartered  the  celebrated  ttf-- 
Ur  of  banks,  forty-two  in  number,  as  a  measure 
of  relief,  and  what  became  of  them?  Gore, 
sir,  to  the  tomb  of  ihe  Capulets.  They  ex- 
ploded one  by  one;  and  in  the  space  of  a  few 
short  year*,  not  one  of  all  was  left  to  tell  the  story 
of  their  misfortunes.  And  "yet,  sir,  this  measure 
was  popular  in  its  day.  Then  followed  the  stay 
and  replevy  laws;  the>W  and  new  court  questions;  and 
the  dh  asters  which  befel  them,  had,  for  a  time,  well 
nigh  demolished  tbe  entire  judiciary  system  of  the 
S  ate.  ifm  was  it,  sir,  in  Illinois,  the  State  of 
my  adoption?  In  18*20,  ouroldSta(e  bank  (long 
sine*  exploded  and  now  almost  forgotten)  was  es- 
tablished as  a  measure  of  relief;  it  had  no  other  ra- 
pt al  than  credit  and  confidence,  for  we  bad  no  mo- 
ney, and  its  notes  were  payable  in  ten  years. 
It  was,  nevertheless,  a  measure  called  for  by  the 
popular  voice.  Mr.  Pres:dent,  jts  story  is  soon  told: 
its  notes  very  soon  depreciated  as  low  n*fcvr  for 
one— lite  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  declared  it 
unconstitutional,  and  the  State  lost  one  hundred 
thou  and  dollars  by  (he  experiment;  and  had,  in 
the  end,  to  borrow  thit  amount  to  make  good  the 
deficit.  In  ray  judgment,  Mr.  President,  all 
relief  laws  whieh  interfere  between  debtcr 
and  c  editor,  in  respect  to  their  contracts,  are 
productive  of  mischief.  They  destroy  punctuality 
in  dealing,  corrupt  ihe  tm  r*Is,  and  make  men  setk 
for  advantages  which  they  would  not  think  of,  and 
of  which  they  wou  d  be  ashamed,  under  other  cir- 
cumstances* by  affording  this.«ort  of  legal  encou- 
ragement, under  the  teductive  form  of  measures  of 
rulief.  Whether  this  change  of  rulers,  and  with  it 
a  change  in  the  administration  of  the  Government, 
as  a  great  measure  of  relief  to  the  coun'ry,  will  or 
will  not  prove  to  be  an  rxcrp'ion  to  the  rule,  re- 
ma>'n«  yet  to  be  tried.  But  I  can  tell  the  gentlemen 
who  are  opposed  to  us,  in  »he  language  of  the  Se- 
nator from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Sevier,]  with  whom  I 
perfectly  agree  on  this  mbj°ct,  that  much  will  be" 
expected;  that  money  must  be  made  so  j-lentiful  as 
scarcely  to  be  worth  tbe  asking  for  i»;  that  every 
man  must  have  bis  pockets  filled  and  to  give  away 
if  he  chooses;  that  tbe  banks  are  to  throw  open 
their  vaults,  that  each  may  borrow  what  he  pleases, 
wit!  out  having  to  work  for  it,  and  without  being 
under  aay  pafUm'ar  obligation  to  repay  it,    Ls( 
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all  »he*e  tbir*?,  and  nuny  wnw  in  Ihe  way  of  re- 
lief, be  ooi  done,  an  1  who  can  lell  what  may  come 
of  disappointment? 

But  ii  has  been  said  that  Gen.  Jack  on  was  ihe 
nmhvr  of  much  of  this  disfr<"««,  by  advising  the 
b*iuk?,  several  )*ar*5  ago,  io  dl-courit  liberally. 
Sir,  this  is  no  excuse  for  the  banks hav  in?  extended 
their  accommoJaiion*,  if  «hpy  did  so,  beyond  the 
limits  of  reason  and  propriety.  It  was  the  duly  of 
presidents  asd  directors,  in  respect  to  ih^  trust  con- 
filed  to  ihem  by  the  stockholders  it  was  their  du- 
tyas  officer?  and  as  men,  whoever  may  have  ad- 
vised, not  to  havo  ex<*eede  [  the  boan'hs  of  prudence 
and  the  reasonable  wants  of  the  chantry.  Sir,  this 
almost  universal  disposrion,  nhen  calamity  over- 
takes us,  to  impute  thecawe  to  any  thing  rather 
than  our  own  mismanagement,  remind-?  me  forci- 
bly of  the  propriety  of  t-ur  attending  more  clorely 
than  we  are  in  the  habit  of  doing,  to  the  moral  of 
a  text  from  which  our  wo- thy  and  talented  chap- 
lain [Mr.  Cookraan]  preachrd  sometime  ago, 
which  is  as  well  applicable  in  poli  ics  as  in  matters 
of  religion.  The  t*xt  was,  *  Take  heed  unto  thytelf." 
Yes,  sir,  if  any  man  will  but  take  ih"  trouble  to 
eraminf*  him?elfin  ih^se  matters  of  running  in 
debt,  of  ov?r trading  a u<l  overliving,  and  the  conse- 
quent embarrassment  and  pec  miary  distress,  he 
will  very  seldom  have  to  travel  beyond  h>s  own 
door  to  ascertain  the  can  e.  Sir,  1  blame  no  man 
for  any  of  my  improvident  acts.  I  act  upon 
my  own  judgment,  s-s  all  rivn  who  have  ar- 
rived at  years  of  maturity  should  do,  .\nd  if  I  am 
deceived,  I  end*av.  r  to  repair  the  loss  and 
profit  by  the  cxpfticm"\  But,  Mr.  President,  ihi* 
rhange  of  'brmie  iq  tion^jr  miners,  which 
has  come  upon  us,  did  not  rome  unexpected.  The 
old  farmers  of  ih  *  country  frequent  y  spoke  of  it, 
and  raid  it  was  inevitable.  They  said  that  propei- 
ty  was  tro  bijh.  that  the  peop!«>  had  become  extra- 
vagant, and  thdt  the  price  ot  produce  and  of  labor 
had  run  up  to  ficitou^  ra'ts,  which  cmld  not  be 
sustained,  and  which  were  not,  in  fast,  desirable 
for  the  general  welfare  of  th*  c<  untry;  that  uniform 
reasonable  prices  would  be  much  bet  er.  All  pre- 
dicted it;  the  piudpnt  prr  pared  for  it,  and  those  that 
were  overtaken  in  the  r  oifficultif  s,  excused  them- 
sieves  by  spying  t}iai  it  had  coma  sooner  than  they 
expected,  or,  as  was  most  frequency  the  case  with 
the  Whigs,  put  all  the  blame  upon  the  Govern- 
ment. 

I  have  now  onlv  a  word  to  say,  j)fr.  President, 
in  reply  to  the  S'nator  from  New*  York,  [Mr. 
Wright,]  on  the  subject  ot  Sate  slocks  and  Siats 
indebtedness,  and  will  l»rir.g  my  remarks,  already 
spun  out  much  lonc»r  lhan  I  inendfd,  to  a  close. 
I  undergo  d  th^  Senior  to  vay  that  tha  present  in- 
debtedness of  th-  S'atf*:,  fc*'  rdiui?  to  the  informa- 
tion he  had  receive  I,  was  arout  two  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dol'ars;  and  that  a1  out  half  that  amount, 
or  one  hun  ir;d  rn.Hion*,  in  so'lr*,  hal  bean  hypo- 
thecated upon  a  .  average  of  ,-.b:>ut  fifty  cents  to  the 
dollar;  that  the  Jim-:  h?d  arrived  for  the  payment 
of  the  advances;  ihat  ihse  pledrrd  5'ock.«,  in  con- 
sequence  of  a  (Vi'urt  by  the  Sutes  to  comply  with 
the  terms  npon  w'?i--h  thoy  were  hypothecated, 
were  in  a  cor.  !  if  ion  io  he  forfeited,  and  might 
now  be  *o'd  m  ih*  market  at  a  ?ar.riflce, 
for  the  bench'.  tf  the  bonkers  villi  whom 
ihey  bad  :-rcn  pl-d-cd;  a?:d  to  ^r^ue  from 
these  premiss,  tv.a'  a*  y  ireavure  wl.i.Vi  might  be 
adopted  here,  by  v.h  fh  tlit-  value  ot  ihesn  stock? 
would  be  en'.i:'..-:-  '  i  i  i!  e  5  auoN  of  ih-se  bankers, 
would  enu  e  ( xc'u-ivi  I,  t  ■  -h  :r  bvnefi:,  and  not  to 
the  States  by  *■  !nni  rt.<  y  h  »  I  born  pie  ^rd  Now, 
>«ir,  I  cannoi  «m  v  •  p  1 i  tu'iv  the  Kf  nator's  [Mr. 
Wright's]  in!or:..a  ion  may  or  may  n  -i  b*  correct, 
but  1  ki.ow  th^  in  relntii  n  to  'he  swe'-s  of  Illinois, 
the  facts  are  fa;*  orer*^.  When  I  \-as  in  Loi.- 
djn  as  an  *g ••n'  of  that  f?  at#»  roroething  more  than 
a  year  ago,  I  und.*-s  o  ■<!  \h*  practice  to  b?  wiih 
m^t  of  the  States,  w';en  tYae  was  no'  an  absolute 
■tie,  simply  b>  o>r  ihljch  an  agency  for  the  sale  of 
their  bonds  upon  mi  ri  lrrrns  as  rni  ht  bo  agreed 
upor;  ?aj,  for  in. lance,  at  £91  to  th^  £100,  as  in 
my  own  ca  e,  a!ln.»-in£  to  ihe  bar>kar  the  exesss 
above  that  urn  by  wav  of  r.i.mmi-:  i  n  for  selling, 
Ac  upon  whirh  c~n<r:o:i  he  r»,-re-*  i<»  n.ake  certain 
advances  to  the  3^>  by  instalments,  to  be  reim- 
bursed out  of  ihe  fi  s'  sa^es  of  bones,  but  with  the 


express  provision  in  the  agre-ment,  that  the  bonds 
shall  o<  t  at  aiy  time  be  ^old  frr  li<s  than  jf91  in 
the  jEIOO.  There  is  a.'so,  in  the  general,  a  provi- 
sion in  a  the  dividends  accruing  upoo  the  stock  sold, 
shall  be  payaMeat  the  hou.^e  **h-re  M>ld,  for  which 
it  is  usual  to  charge  rn?  per  cent,  commission. 
This,  ^i^1  is  my  limited  experience  on  the  subject. 
As  long,  therefore,  Mr.  President,  ai  these  sucks 
continue  the  property  of  the  States,  whether 
subject  to  fVrfel.ure  or  not,  any  increase  in  the 
price  would  surely  tend  io  thi  ir  benefit,  and  not  to 
the  bankes  by  whom  they  arc  held — who  can  only 
rightfully  claim  to  ih?  extent  of  their  advances 
with  such  additional  interest  as  may  have  been 
agree*!  upon. 

But,  sir,  I  care  not  whether  the?e  bond-?  are  in 
the  hands  of  bankers  or  not;  whether,  if  bankers, 
they  reside  in  Threadneed'e  or  Lombard  s'rreiv, 
abroad,  or  in  Wall  or  Chestnut  streets,  at  home; 
or  whether  deposed  of  providently  or  im provident- 
ly, hat  it  is  onr  duty  as  Slates  to  pay  them. 

And  here  permit  me  to  read  an  extract  from  the 
late  messape  of  my  excellent  frirnd,  Governor  Gar- 
fin,  to  the  LegMature  of  Illinois,  now  in  session, 
on  this  important  subject : 

'■These  |embarrafwmen's  (says  the  Gorernor,  allucTnc  to  the 
debt  of  that  State.)  have  grown  out  of  our  system  of  internal 
improvements,  adopted  by  improvident  legislation,  at  a  time 
when  the  delusive  phantom  of  speculation  seemed  to  have  ta- 
ken possession  of  the  human  mind,  and  led  the  world  into  ex- 
travapranceanderroi;  itnd  however  deeply  we  may  regret  the 
evil  which  this  system  has  entailed  upon  us,  it  would  be- un- 
wise and  unpatriotic  to  shrink  from  the  responsibility  of  apply- 
ing your  best  efforts  to  the  pecuniary  redemption  of  the  State, 
and  the  preservation  of  her  honor.  Th«  vast  debt  she  has  al- 
ready incurred  mu«»t  be  paid;  and  this  ran  only  be  done  by  a 
strict  and  rigid  maintenance  of  her  credit  abroad,  and  the  wis- 
dom with  which  her  measures  are  directed  at  home." 

These  sentiments,  Mr.  President,  do  credit  to  ihe 
head  and  the  heart  of  ih£  man  who  uttered  them; 
and  I  trust  will  meet  with  a  response  fiom  every 
member  of  our  Legislature,  whatever  may  be  his 
politics,  as  well  as  from  every  man  in  the  State, 
who  has  the  feelings  of  a  patriot,  and  a  proper 
respect  for  the  credit  and  honor  of  the  country 
which  he  has  selected  for  the  home  of  himself,  and 
hi*,  children  who  are  to  succeed  him.  Sir,  we  have 
struggled  thus  far  successfully,  f  hope  that  we 
shall  continue  to  struggle  as  with  >he  united  efftris 
of  one  man,  and  (hat  under  the  influence  of  a  be- 
nign Providence,  our  effoits  may,  in  the  end,  b« 
crowned  with  complete  success. 

What!  Illinois,  the  fairest  portion  of  this  Union, 
dishonored?  No,  sir,  her  patriotic  yeomanry,  1 
trust,  will  never  mbmit  to  so  humiliating  a  condi- 
tion, as  that  their  beautiful  State  shall  become  a 
bye-word  of  reproach  for  having  been  the  firit  to 
violate  her  mest  *oiemn  engagements. 


At  the  conclusion  of  the  debate,  and  just  before 
>he  vote  was  taken  on  bis  proposition  to  dispose  of 
the  public  land*  to  th?  new#  States  in  which  they 
are  situated,  upon  ceita'n  conditions,  Mr.  Cilhouv 
res?  in  his  plac,  and  read  from  Gales  and  Sea- 
ton's  Register  of  Df  hates,  in  support  of  his  posi- 
tion, the  following  extract  from  the  speech  of  Mr. 
John  Randolph  of  Virginia,  in  the  Senate  oi  the 
United  States,  in  March,  1826,  in  reply  to  General 
Harrison,  of  Ohio;  the  subject  of  the  Cumberland 
Road  being  nnder  ronsiderati  n: 

''Mr  Randolph  again  rose,  andeaid,  the  gentleman  is  mista- 
ken if  he  supposes  that  I  begrudge  the  people  from  Ohio  the 
lands  within  the  body  of  Ohio.  I  wish  that  overy  new  State 
had  all  the  lands  within  the  Stale,  that  in  the  shape  of  receiver* 
ships  and  other  ways,  thes_  States  might  not  be  brought  linger 
the  influence  of  ihia  ten  miles  square.  In  other  words,  I  wish 
that  all  the  patronage  of  the  land  office  was  in  the  hands  of  ihe 
individual  Stales,  and  not  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. I  am  the  friend  of  Stale  rights,  and  will  cut  down  ih-s 
patronage  of  this  General  Government,  which  has  increas  d,  is 
incieaninsr,  and  must  be  diminished,  or  we  the  Starrs  shall  be 
not  only  'shorn  of  our  beams,'  eu,  but  'abolished  quite.'  " 

Mr.  Benton  then  ro*e,  and  read  »he  foJlrwng 
extract  from  a  speech  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  on  the 
samesuhjfet,  delivered  in  the  Senate  on  the  18ih  of 
May,  1826 

Mr.  Von  Bnren  *aid: 

'The  subject  of  the  public  lauds  was  becoming  dally  more 
an  1  more  interesting,  and  would  occupy  much  lime  in  legisla- 
tion. It  extended  the  patronase  of  the  Government  over  these 
States  to  a  great  extent;  it  subjected  the  States  in  which  those 
lands  were  situated,  to  an  unwise  and  unprofitable  dependence 
on  the  Fedefcl  Government.  Mr.  V.  IJ.  said  he  should  vote  for 
every  call  on  that  subject,  to  enable  th'  m  at  at  some  future  day 
to  act  understandingly  on  it.  No  man  could  render  the  country 
a  greater  sei  vice  t  han  he  who  should  devise  some  plan  by  which 
the  United  8-ates  might  be  relieved  from  the  ownership  of  this 
proper ty,by  some  equitable  mode.  He  would  vote  for  a  proposi- 


tion to  vest  the  lands  in  the  States  in  which  they  stood,  on  some 
just  and  equitable  terms,  as  related  to  the  other  Stalesof  tha 
Confederacy.  He  hoped  that,  after  having  full  information  on  toe 
subject^  hey  would  be  able  to  effect  that  great  ohjecL|He  believed 
that  if  those  lands  were  disposed  ofalooce  to  the  several  Suits, 
it  would  be  satisfactory  to  all. " 

Mr.  Bent  n  aho  read  from  the  Senate  journal  o( 
May  20,  1826,  lh°  folowing  motion,  as  having  been 
submitted  by  Mr.  Tazewell  of  Virginia,  toiheeflVct 
as  stated: 

"Mr.  Tazswbll  submitted  the  following  motion: 
"Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  for  the  United  States  to  cade 
and  surrender  to  the  several  States,  within  whose  limits  As 
same  may  be- situated,  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  of  the 
United  Stales,  to  any  lands  tying  aud  being  within  the  boundaries 
of  such  States,  respectively,  upon  such  terms  and  eruditionus 
may  be  consistent  with  lha  due  observance  of  the  puMic  faith, 
and  with  the  general  interest  of  the  United  Slates." 

On  the  subject  of  graduating  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  Mr.  Tazewell  said,  in  1628,  in  his 
plac:  in  the  Senate: 

"That  he  was  pleased  with  the  plan  of  the  gentleman  frooj 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton,]  but  bethought  it  ought  to  extend  fa- 
ther. He  would  wish  to  have  the  arrangement  something  like 
this:  while  the  lends  are  at  the  highest  minimum,  ene  dollar, 
allow  the  actual  settlers  to  have  the  pre-emption  tight  n  m«n- 
ly-five  cents;  when  they  are  at  seventy-five  cents,  allow  acuiftl 
settlers  to  enter  themnt  fifty  cents;  and  soon  down  to  the \nsrn. 
ThiBj  he  thought,  would  be  productive  of  a  good  effect, as  it 
would  be  a  continued  encouragement  to  actual  settlers,  and  give 
them  to  advantage  over  other  purchasers." 

Mr.  Macon  of  ftorth  Carolina  said: 

"That  he  wished  to  make  a  motion  in  relation  to  the  bilL  It 
was  one  of  great  importance.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  fine  ac- 
tion, as  he  thought  the  graduation  experiment  ought  to  be  tried 
and  would,  if  it  was  in  order,  move  to  strike  out  all  but  thai  lec- 
tion." 

After  the  reading  of  these  extracts,  the  vole  w 
taken  on  Mr.  Calhouh's  proposition  as  submitted 
by  Mr.  Young,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS—Messr*.  Allen  and  Tappan  of  Ohio,  An- 
derson and  Niehol>o  i  of  Tenne? s«e,  Benton  aod 
Linn  of  Missouri,  Calhoun  of  S:  nth  Carolina,  Clay 
and  King  of  Alabama,  Fulton  and  Sevier  of  Ar- 
kansas, Lumpkin  of  Georgia,  MouUn  aod  Nicho- 
las of  Looisiana,  Norvell  of  Michigan,  Pierce  of 
New  Hampshire,  Roane  of  Virginia,  Robinson  and 
Yoang  of  Illinois,  an4  Walker  of  Mississippi-20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bate*  and  Webser  of  Ma*»a. 
chu/et  s,  Bayard  and  Clayton  of  Delaware,  Burba- 
nan  and  Sturgeon  of  Pennsylvania,  Clay  and  Crit- 
tenden of  Kentucky,  Drxon  and  Knighi  of  Rhode 
Isiacd,  Graham  and  Man  gum  of  North  Carolina, 
Henderson  of  Mississippi,  Hubbard  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Huntington  and  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Ker 
and  Merrick  of  Maryland,  Phelp*  and  Prenti^of 
Vermont,  Porter  of  Michigan,  Proton  of  South 
Carolina,  Rives  of  Virginia,  Rugelts  and  Wil- 
liams of  Maine,  Smi  h  and  White  of  Indiana, 
Sou  hard  and  Wall  of  New  Jersey,  and  TahWge 
and  Wright  of  New  York— 31. 

Of  the  18  Senators  from  the  nine  new  States, 
14  voted  for  the  amendment;  and  4,  Messrs.  Smith 
and  White  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Henderson  of  Mis- 
sissippi, and  Mr.  Porter  of  Micbigao,  voted 
again&t  it. 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
26th  Congress  and  2d  seesiox,  Jaotaky  30, 18II- 
Submitted  by  Mr.  YOUNG,  of  Illinois,  aod  ordered  to  *• 
printed. 

Mr.  Calhoun'u  Land  Bill,  to  dispose  of  the  public  tondi 
to  the  new  Stale*  in  which  they  are  situated; 
Propoeed  by  Mr.  YOUNG  as  an  amendment  submitted  by  Mr. 
CjtrrraNDBN,  to  recommit,  with  certain  instructions,  the  bill 
(8.  28)  "to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre«npd*> 
•yatem  In  favor  of  settlers  on  the  public  lands  who  shall  in- 
habit and  cultivate  the  same,  and  raise  a  lor  cabin  theicoa," 
viz:  Strike  out  all  after  the  word   "report,"  in  the  sMoad 
tine,  and  insert  the  following  as  an  amendment  to  the  ordi- 
nal bill: 
A  provision  to  dispose  of  the  public  lands  within  the  limitfo 
ihe  new  States,  to  the  following  effect 
That  all  the  public  lands  within  the  States  of  Alabama,  Ms- 
sissippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Illinois  Indiana,  Oaw, 
and  Michigan,  with  the  exceptions  of  the  sites  of  fortification*, 
navy  and  dock  yards,  arsenals,  magazines,  and  all  other  public 
buildings,  shall,  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  huRdw 
enu  forty-two,  be  disponed  of  to  the  Sum**  wit Itin  the  limits  ef 
which  they  are  respectively  situated,  they  having  pre»foB*ly 
complied  with  the  fetlowit'g  condition* 

First,  Tiiai  the  said  States  shall  neverally  pas?  acts,  to  •» 
irrevocable,  that  they  will  monthly,  a«  the  nates  of  the  said  ln»* 
shall  progress,  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Sfstss,M'« 
most  convenient  places  of  deposits,  and  to  auco  officer  as  mty 
be  appointed  to  receive  the  eame,  Kixty-five  per  cftit  oo*e 
gross  amount  of  the  sales  of  such  lands,  including,  undersiw, 
grants,  and  donations  by  ihe  States,  estimating  the  lands  tl  *» 
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wiling  price  at  the  time  of  tbe  grantor  donation,  on  or  before 
the  firat  day  of  February  of  each  succeeding  year. 

Secondly.  That  the  minimum  price,  ae  now  Axed  by  law,  anal1 
remain  unchanged  nmil  the  thirtieth  day  of  J  jr.e  aforesaid;  but, 
after  ih»t  period,  the  price  may  be  reduced  by  the  States  re* 
apectirely,  according  to  the  following  scale:  all  lands  theretofore 
offered  at  public  sate,  and  then  remaining  unsold  ten  years  or 
upward,  preceding  the  thirtieth  lay  of  June  aforesaid,  may  be 
reduced  by  saU  States  to  a  price  not  less  than  one  dollar  per 
acre;  and  aH  lands  that  may  hare  been  offered  at  public  sale, 
and  remaining  unsold  fifteen  years  or  upward,  preceding  the 
said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty -two,  may 
thereafter  be  reduced  by  said  States  tb  a  price  not  less  than 
seventy-five  cents  per  acre;  and  all  landethatmay  have  been  of. 
fered  at  public  rile,  and  remaining  unsold  twenty  years  or  up- 
ward, preceding  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-two,  may  then  be  redaced  by  said  Slates  to  a  price  not 
less  than  fifty  cents  pei  acre;  and  all  land*  that  may  have  been 
oflered  at  public  sale,  and  remaining  unsold  twenty  five  years  or 
upward,  preceding  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-two,  may  thereafter  be  reduced  by  said  States  to 
a  price  doc  leas  than  twenty-five  centaper  acre;  and  all  I  mde  that 
may  hare  been  offered  at  public  sale,  ami  remaining  unsold 
thirty  yeareor  upward,  preceding  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fnny  two,  shall  be  ceded  immediately  to 
the  State*  In  which  said  lands  are  situate:  Provided,  That  all 
lands  which  shall  remain  unsold  after  having  been  offered  at 
public  sale  for  ten  years,  and  which  do  not  come  under  the 
above  provisions,  shall  be  subject  to  the  provfeiotis  of  pre-emp' 
tkm,  graduation,  and  disposition  aforesaid,  at  the  respective 
periods  of  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  tweuy-five,  and  thirty  years, 
after  said  sale,  commencing  from  the  expiration  of  ten  years 
after  tbe  same  had  been  offered  at  public  sale. 

Thirdly.  That  the  Ia.n!s  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  legal  sub* 
division*  in  the  saleand  survey  as  is  now  provided  by  law,  re- 
serving for  each  township  and  fractional  township  the  sixteenth 
section,  or  the  substitute,  for  the  use  of  schools,  as  heretofore  pro- 
vided by  law;  and  tbe  land  not  yet  oflered  for  sale,  shall  be  first 
oflered  by  the  State  at  public  auction,  except  in  cases  of  pre- 
emption, and  be  sold  for  cash  only,  in  the  manner  now  provided 
by  law.  And  any  land  now  or  hereafter  remaining  unsold  after 
the  same  shall  have  been  oflered  at  sale  at  public  auction,  shall 
be  subject  to  entry  for  cash  only,  according  to  the  graduation 
whkh  may  be  fixed  by  the  States  respectively,  node r  the  pio vi- 
sions of  this  act;  and  that  the  ac  *  of  Congress  which  may  be  in 
force  at  the  time  of  assentin?  to  this  act  shall  remain  unchanged, 
except  as  modified  hy  this  act,  unless  with  the  araent  of  Con- 
gress: Provided,  That  any  of  said  lands  may,  after  they  nhall 
save  become  subject  to  private  entry,  be  sold  at  the  option  of 
the  purchaser,  in  quarter  quarter  sections,  without  airy  limita- 
tion whatever. 

Fourth.  This  disposition  of  the  public  fond*,  together  with 
lbs  portion  of  the  sales  to  be  retained  by  the  States  respective- 
ly, under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  in  full  of  the  five  per 
cent,  fond,  or  any  part  thereof,  not  already  accrued  to  any  Sta'e; 
and  the  said  State  shall  be  exclusively  liaWIe  for  all  charres 
that  may  hereafter  arise  from  the  surveys,  sales,  and  manage- 
ment of  tbe  poblfc  lands,  and  extinguishment  of  Indian  title 
within  the  limJsof  said  States,  respectively. 

Fifth.  That,  on  a  failure  to  comply  with  any  of  die  above 
conditions,  or  a  violation  of  tbe  same,  on  the  part  of  any  of  the 
said  States,  the  cession  herein  made  to  the  State  failing  to  com- 
ply with  or  violating  said  conditions,  shall  ba  thereby  rendered 
null  and  void;  and  all  grants  or  titles  thereafter  made  by  said 
Stale,  for  any  portion  of  the  public  lands  within  the  limits' of 
the  same,  ceded  by  this  act,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  declared  to 
be,  null  and  void,  and  of  no  effect  whatever. 

Sbo.2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  upon  every  reduc- 
tion in  the  prices  of  said  lamia,  which  shall  take  place  by  the 
graduating  process  of  this  bill,  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
(States  in  which  the  lands  are  situated  shall,  at  their  discretion, 
have  power  to  grant  to  the  respect ive  nccu)  ante  or  settlrrs  up 
on  any  of  said  lands,  rights  of  pre-emption  at  such  graduated  or 
redaced  prices;  which  rights  shall  extend  to  a  peri  4  of  ninety 
days  from  and  after  the  dates  at  which  the  respective  gradua- 
tion* shall  take  place;  and  any  lands  not  taken  up  by  the  respec- 
tive occupants  or  settlers  within  that  period,  shall  be  liable  to 
be  entered  or  purchased  by  any  other  person,  until  the  next 
graduation  or  reduc:ion  in  price  shall  take  place,  when  it  shall, 
it  not  previously  purchased,  be  again  subject  to  the  right  of  pre- 
emption for  ninety  days,  as  before;  and  so  on,  from  time  to 
time,  as  said  reductions  shall  take  place. 

Sac  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  shall  be  officially  notified  that  any 
of  the  States  aforesaid  has  passed  an  act  in  compliance  with 
the  above  conditions,  it  shall  bo  hts  duty,  after  the  thirtieth  day 
of  Jane  aforesaid,  or  forthwith  after  the  passage  of  said  act,  if 
passed  subsequent  to  that  period,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he 
shall  think  pioper  to  clone  the  land  offices,  including  the  purvey- 
ing department  within  the  limits  o(  said  Suite;  and  that  the 
commissions  of  all  officers  coinected  therewith  shall  expire  on 
a  day  to  be  fixed  br  him,  but  which  day  shall  not  be  lie>ond  six 
months  after  the  thirtieth  day  o.  June  nforrraiil,  or,  if  subse- 
quent thereto,  from  the  day  be  received  the  official  notification 
of  the  passage  of  said  act. 

SBC.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  on  *uch  notification 
being  made,  the  said  State  shall  be  relieved  from  all  corr- 
pacts,  acts,  or  ordinance?,  impaping  restrinions  on  the  right  of 
said  State  to  tax  any  lands  by  het  authority  subsequent  to  the 
sale  thereof,  ceded  by  this  act;  and  all  maps,  titles,  record*, 
books,  documents,  and  papers,  in  the  General  Land  Office  at 
Washington,  relative  to  said  lands,  or  duplicates  thereof,  where 
the  originals  cannot  properly  be  transferred,  shall  be  subject  to 
the  order  and  disposition  of  the  Executive  of  said  State,  in 
such  manner  as  the  Legislature  of  said  States  may  respectively 
appoint. 

8M.  &  Andbeit  further  enacted,  That  all  lands  of  the  United 
Stales  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  with  the  ex- 
ceptions enumerated  in  the  first  section  of  thte  act,  shall  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  ceded  to  raid  State. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sixty-five  per 
cent,  of  tbe  proceeds  of  the  sales,  hereby  secured  to  be  paid  to 
tbe  United  States,  shall  be  set  apart  and  exclusively  applied  to 
the  gradual  inereaw?  or  the  navy,  and  the  erection  of  such  forti- 
fications for  the  general  defence  ot  tbe  country,  as  Congress 
may  by  law  hereafter  order  and  direct. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  LINN, 

OP  MISSOURI. 
In  Senate,  January  8,  1841 — On  asking  leave,  in 
pursuance  to  previous  notice,  to  in  trod  ace  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the 
occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Territory  of 
Oregon,  and  for  extending  certain  portions  of  the 
laws  o!  the  United  States  over  the  same. 
Mr.  LINN  .said,  that  when  this  bill  was  before 
the  Senate  for  discussion  daring  the  last  and  pre- 
ceding session  of  Congress,  his  political  friends,  as 
well  as  opponents,  earnestly  pressed  him  to  forbear 
urging  the  subject  to  a  final  vote,  a*  it  might  prove 
embarrassing  at  th.it  lime  in  the  settlement  of  the 
long  pending  and  important  question  of  the  North- 
east boundary.  This  was  not  at  the  time  satisfac- 
tory, nor  was  he  convinced  of  tbe  necessity  of  de- 
lay, but  he  had  reluctantly  yielded  to  the  advice 
and  opinions  of  gentlemen  c  f  undoubted  patriot- 
ism, and  of  great  experience  in  public  affairs.  His 
own  opinion  then  was,  and  is  now,  that  it  is  better 
for  the  people  of  this  country  to  have  all  the  causes 
of  di<pule  between  us  and  Great  Britain  brought 
into  a  small  compass,  present  them  for  settlement 
at  cue  and  the  same  tiny ,  and  have  them  promptly 
decided,  ooe  way  or  the  other.  Past  experience,  he 
thought,  had  most  conclusively  proved  that  the 
United  Siat"s  could  gain  nothing  by  delay.  Our 
opponen's  will  strengthen  their  cWims  by  indecision 
and  apathy  on  our  part.  But  he  never  expected  to 
see  the^e  boundary  questions  amicably  arranged. 
The  past  history  of  the  English  Government  afford- 
ed to  him  conclusive  evidence  on  this  subject.  He 
believed  sincerely  that  ev.ry  memb-rof  the  Senate 
thtn  present  would  b?  numbered  with  the  dead  be- 
fore Great  Britain  would  consent  to  lei  go  her  hold 
upon  a  portion  c  f  the  S  ate  of  Maine  by  an  amica- 
ble arrangement,  unless  she  finally  decided  upon 
surrendrrirg  her  Canadian  possessions.  If  his 
n  emorv  served  him  correctly,  EngUnd^end^ng  «he 
negotiations  at  Ghent,  was  willing  and  aaxiuis  to 
purchase  the  country  now  in  dispute.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  there  hid  been  a  formal  offer  made, 
but  finding  that  such  an  effer  would  have  been  in- 
dignantly rep  lied,  they  had,  step  by  step,  made  ter- 
ritorial encroachments  until  she  now  presented  to 
the  world  a  claim  of  grral  impoitanc*,  much 
strrng'hened  by  time,  where  at  first  she  hid 
nothing  more  than  the  mere  shadow  of  a 
claim  Yes,  sir,  lefs  than  a  shadow.  The 
his  ory  of  the  past  in  this  matter  wH  be  the 
his  ory  of  the  future.  Under  cover  of  the  incor- 
porated Hudson  Bay  Company,  the  English  had  ex- 
tended their  possesions,  s»ep  by  step,  from 
the  confines  of  their  Canadian  provinces,  to 
the  borders  of  Upper  California.  Under  pre- 
text of  any  early  di>civery  of  the  Northwest  coa<t 
by  Sir  Francs  Drake  in  the  yean  1578  and  '80, 
and  of  the  discovery  of  the  extreme  northern  branch 
of  the  Colombia  riv/r  in  1806,  and  many  other 
pretended  discoveries,  not  necessary  now  to  men- 
tion, they  laid  claim  to  the  Territory  of  Orison. 

Herald  he  recently  received  a  letter  from  that 
quarter,  in  which  it  was  staedthat  the  Hudson 
Bjy  Company  was  introducing  emigrants  from 
England >  by  the  way  of  Cape  Horn,  and  c*u- 
bli&hing  rhc  m  on  farms;  that  they  had  er-  cted  saw 
mills,  and  carried  on  a  brisk  trade  in  lumber  with 
the  Sandwich  and  other  islands;  that  they  bad 
ereced  seven  forts  under  the  name  of  "trading 
posts,"  and  were  rapidly  ex'<»nding  th  ir  trade 
and  influence  over  th?  Indians,  almos  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  tbe  American  citizans  and  tralers  on  both 
sides  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

By  the  treaties  of  1818  and  1827,  the  title  to 
the.  Territory  of  Oregon  was  to  be  considered  in 
abeyance,  and  joint  occupations  agreed  upon. 
This  delay  has  been  like  tbe  Maine  boundaty. 
They  have  prcfited  by  our  supinenes«,  and  they 
will  continue  to  do  so  unless  we  arouse  from  the  le- 
thargy in'o  which  we  have  sunk.  By  an  act  of 
Parliament,  pas  ed  in  the  year  1820  or '21,  a  por- 
tion of  the  criminal  law  of  England  had  been  ex- 
tended over  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  ever  the 
vast  regions  tast  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  up  to 
the  very  confines  of  the  Spates  of  Muscuri  and  Ar- 
kansas. Now,  Mr.  President,  if  we  have  a  just 
title  to  the  country  in  dispute,  it  should  not  be 


abandoned  to  any  power  upon  earth,  nor  ought  w* 
to  6|e<>p  any  longer  upon  oar  claims.  He  though1 
we  should  at  lea$t  move  pari  passu  with  our  adver- 
saries. He  said  he  was  prepared  to  go  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  whole  question  involved,  at  the  pro* 
per  time.  He  bad  been  censured  in  letters  received 
from  gentlemen  residing  in  all  part  of  the  Union, 
for  not  having  pressed  his  bill  to  a  final  decision, 
which  delay  was  caused  by  the  opinion  of  others 
that  it  might  be  considered  as  a  new  element  of 
discord  pending  the  settlement  of  the  Northeastern 
boundary.  He  said  that  justice  to  the  country  at 
large,  and  to  his  own  constituent?,  would  not  per- 
mit him|any  longer  to  postpone  some  definitive 
action  in  regard  to  this  subject.  He  would  not  oc- 
cupy the  time  further  of  tbe  Senate  at  present,  but 
should  the  Senate  grant  leave  for  the  introduction 
of  the  bill,  be  would  embrace  the  opportunity  when 
it  came  up  for  consideration  to  submit  his  views 
at  large. 

L'ave  being  granted,  the  bill  wa*  introduced, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee  of  Messrs.  Linn,  Walkeb,  Piehcb, 
Pre v ton,  and  Sevier. 

The  following  is  the  bill  reported  by  them: 
A  BILL  to  authorize  the  adoption  of  measures  for 

the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the -Territory  of 

Oregon,  and  for  extending  certain  portions  of 

the  laws  of  the  United  Stales  over  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress 
asse  ibled,  That  the  title  of  tbe  United  States  to  the 
Territory  of  Oregon  is  certain,  and  will  not  be 
abandoned. 

That  the  President  of  th-:  United  States  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  take  immediate  mea- 
sures to  have  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Pacific  frontier  ascertained  and  fixed,  and 
in  the  meantime  he  take  soch  measures  as  may  be 
r,eces-ary  to  protect  the  persons  and  property  of 
our  citizens  residing  or  trading  in  the  Territory  of 
Oregon. 

That  the  President  ef  the  United  States  is  here- 
by authorized  and  required  to  cause  to  be  erected 
at  -mil able  places  and  distances,  a  line  of  military 
posts  from  Fort  Leavenworth  to  tbe  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, fbr  the  better  protection  and  encouragement 
of  the  Indian  trade,  and  for  the  preservation  of 
prac?  between  the  whites  and  Indians. 

That  a*  soon  as  the  boundaries  of  the  Oregon 
Territory  are  indisputably  determined,  one  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  shall  be  granted  to  every  white 
male  iahabitant  of  said  Territory,  of  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  and  upwards,  who  shall  cultivate 
an  J  use  tbe  same  for  five  consecu  ive  years,  or  to 
his  heirs  or  heits  at  law,  if  such  there  be. 

That  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  appoint  an  additional  Indian  agent,  with 
a  salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollari,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  (under  his  direction  and  control)  to  super- 
intend the  interests  of  the  United  States  with  any 
or  every  Indian  tribe  west  of  any  agency  now  es- 
tablished by  law. 

That  the  sum  of  dellars  be  appropriated 

out  of  any  money  iu  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  bs  U  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
citizen  of  the  United  Slates  shall,  within  the  terri- 
tory or  district  of  country  lying  west  of  the  Rocky 
mountains,  south  of  fifty-four  degrees  and  forty 
minutes  of  north  latitude,  and  north  of  the  forty- 
second  degree  of  north  latitude,  commit  any  crime, 
offence  or  misdemeanor,  which,  if  committed  else- 
where, would  be  punished  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
Sates,  or  if  any  pMson  shall,  within  such  part  of 
the  territory  or  district  of  country  a*  belongs  to  the 
United  States,  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  com- 
mit any  such  crime,  offence  or  misdemeanor,  upon 
the  property  or  person  of  any  citizen  of  the  United 
Slates,  every  offender,  on  being  thereof  convicted, 
shall  suffer  the  like  punishment  as  is  provided  by 
the  laws  of  tbe  United  Sates  for  the  like  offences, 
if  committed  within  any  place  or  district  of  coun- 
try under  the  sole  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States.  The  trial  of  all  offences  against 
this  act  shall  be  in  the  district  where  the  offender  is 
apprehended,  or  into  which  be  may  first  be  brought; 
and  the  supreme  courts  in  each  of  the  Territorial 
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districts,  *Qd  the  circuit  courts,  and  other  courts  of 
the  United  States,  of  similar  Jurisdiction  in  crimi- 
nal causes,  in  each  district  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  any  offender  against  this  act  shall  be  first  ap- 
prehended, or'  brought  for  trial,  shall  hive,  and 
hereby  are  invested  with,  foil  power  and  autho- 
rity to  hear,  try,  and  punish,  all  crimes,  offences, 
and  misdemeanors,  against  this  act;  such  courts 
proceeding  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  crimes, 
offences,  and  misdemeanors  had  been  committed 
within  the  bounds  of  their  respective  district?. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  BUCHANAN, 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 
In  Senate,  Fiiday,  January  22, 1841— In  defence  of 

the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  against  the 

charge  of  extravagance  in  expending  the  public 

money. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose  to  answer  each  of  the 
four  specific  charges  of  extravagance  which  had 
been  made  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Crittenden]  against  the  present  Administration. 
Tliat  Senator  had  called  upon  him  personally  to 
make  this  answer;  and  he  undertook  the  tatk  with 
pleasure,  not  believing  it  to  be  one  of  much  diffi- 
cult. Before,  however,  he  should  apply  himself 
directly  to  this  work,  he  would  tatfe  the  liberty  of 
making  some  preliminary  observations.    , 

And  in  the  first  place,  said  Mr.  B.  permit  me  to 
observe,  that  I,  at  least,  have  never  introduced  in- 
to this  Senate,  as  topics  of  debate,  "log  cabins, 
hard  cider,  and  coon  skins;"  nor  have'I  ever  made 
an  observation  here  which  could  be  tortured  into  a 
•  reflection  upon  either  the  integrity  or  intelligence  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  for  having  elected 
General  Harrison  their  President.  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky  has  promptly  and  frankly  dis- 
claimed any  intention  of  imputing  to  me  such  a 
charge;  and  with  this  I  am  entirely  satisfied.  The 
people  are  the  only  legitimate  sovereigns' of  this 
country,  and  however  much  I  may  regret  thsir  re- 
cent decision  of  the  Presidential  question,  I  shall 
never,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  indulge  myself  in 
the  use  of  reproachful  language  against  them  for 
this  or  any  other  cause. 

If  I  know  roysHf,said  Mr.  B.  I  came'to  Con- 
gress in  December  last  with  the  desire  and  with  the 
expectation  that  this  would  prove  to  be  a  business 
session.  It  was  my  sincere  wUh  that  the  political 
excitement  which  has  recently  agita'ed  the  people 
and  ha»  extended  to  every  portion  of  the  land, 
might,  for  the  present,  be  suffered  to  subside,  and 
that  we  might  bring  up  the  arrears  of  business 
with  which  we  are  now  encumbered.  1  had  not 
the  most  distant  idea  that  this  chamber  would  again 
so  soon  be  converted  into  a  mere  political  arena. 
Acting  under  a  sccse  of  duty,  1  have  abstained 
from  political  colA  cis  since  the  ommencemenl  of 
the  present  session,  except  when  compelled  to  enter 
the  lists  in  the  necessary  defence  of  myself  or  of 
my  party.  I  have  male  no  assaults,  and  have 
generally  been  a  mere  lis'ener. 

I  had  another  reason  for  refraining  from  any  par- 
ticipation in  the  debate  now  before  the  Senate.  I 
knew  that  the  question  of  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  was  before  the  Legis- 
lature of  my  own  Stale,  an  i  that  I  might  be  in- 
structed on  the  subject;  and,  as  I  shall  ever  en- 
tertain and  express  the  utmost  deference  and  re- 
spect for  that  Legislature,  whatever  political  party 
may  be  in  the  majority,  I  thought  that  a  proper 
sense  of  delicacy  required  me  to  abstain  from  dis- 
cussing this  question.    I  have  not,  therefore,  said, 


nor  do  I  now  intend  to  fay,  a  s:ngle  word  upon  that 
subject:  and  I  shall  either  give  my  vote  according 
to  these  instructions,  should  they  pas?,  or  resign  my 
seat.  I  am  not  the  man  who,  after  having  enjoyed 
the  sunshine  of  political  favor,  will  shrink  from 
the  storm.  I  long  since,  from  the  deepest  convic- 
tion, adopted  the  principle  that  the  representative 
was  bound  by  the  instructions  of  his  constituent?. 
I  consider  it  essential  to  the  wholesome  action  of  a 
free,  Democratic  Republican  form  of  Government; 
and  having  publicly  avowed  this  doctrine  at  a  pe- 
riod when  there  appeared  to  be  but  little  probabili- 
ty that  it  could  ever  reach  myself,  I  shall  not  dis- 
avow it  in  the  day  of  apparent  gloom  and  adversi- 
ty.   I  am  willing  to  abide  the  fate  of  war. 

For  a  similar  reason,  I  might  even  have  refrained 
from,  advocating  the  passage  of  the  pre-emption 
bill,  dear  as  it  now  is,  and  ever  has  been  to  me, 
had  I  then  known  that  the  instruction?  before  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  embsaced  this  subject, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands.  I  am  glad,  however,  now  to 
find,  that  even  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  himself 
[Mr.  Crittenden]  is  in  favor  of  the  principle  of 
pre-emption,  and  has  actually  incorporated  it  with 
that  of  distribution  in  his  motion  now  before  the 
Senate.  This  renders  it  certain,  that  if  ever  a  dis- 
tribution bill  should  pass — and  from  the  signs  of  the 
times  I  consider  such  a  result  probable— the  poor 
man,  who  has  expended  his  toil  in  erecting  an 
bumble  dwelling,  and  cultivating  the  soil  shall  not 
be  driven  from  his  home  on  the  public  lands  of  the 
far  West,  provided  he  is  willing  to  pay  the  Govern- 
ment price  for  the  quarter  section  which  he  has 
selected  and  improved. 

For  one,  it  was  both  my  design  and  my  desire, 
so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  to  devote  this  session  to 
the  necessary  business  of  the  country,  and  to  wait 
patiently  until  General  Harrison  should  get  into 
power.  I  shall  then  judge  the  tree  by  its  fruits, 
without  any  predetermination  to  oppose  his  mea- 
sures. I  am  bound,  notwithstanding,  in  candor,  to 
declare,  that  if  he  en'nr'ains  the  opinion  of  his 
friend  from  Kentucky,  [  vf  r.  Crittenden,]  in  re- 
gird  to  a  National  Bank,  he  [General  Harrison] 
believes  that  to  be  a  great  goo  J,  which  I  consider 
one  of  the  greatest  evils  which  can  befall  the  coun- 
try. Without,  at  presen',  alluding  to  its  fatal  poli- 
tical consequences,  I  believe  that  in  a  mere  finan- 
cial point  tf  view,  it  would  prove  destructive  to 
our  prosperity.  In  order  to  obtain  a  specie  capital 
for  saeh  an  instilu  ion,  you  must  either  ruin  or 
essenrally  cripple  our  State  banks;  or  you  must 
adopt  the  alternative  of  borrowing  rpecie  abroad, 
and  cie&iipg  a  national  debt  for  this  purpose.  One 
or  other  of  thtse  alternatives  is  inevitable;  and  the 
country  is  not  in  a  condition  to  resort  to  either, 
without  great  injury  to  the  people.  But  enough  of 
this  for  the  present.  I  return  to  the  subject  with 
which  I  com  nenced. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  show  that  the  charge  of 
extravagance  which  has  been  so  often  made  and  re- 
i'erated  against  the  present  Administration  by  both 
the  Senators  from  Kentucky,  [Messrs.  Crittenden 
and  Clay,]  is  without  foundation.  It  will  be  for 
the  Senate  and  the  country  to  decide  whether  I  shall 
have  succeeded. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  in  the  month  of  May 
last,  a  report  was  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
an  the  subject  of  the  annual  expenditures  of  the 


Federal  Government  during  the  fifteen  preceding 
years*.  From  that  report  it  appears,  that  the  ordi- 
nary expenses  of  this  Government,  which  in  1824 
amounted  to  a  little  more  than  seven  millions  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  had  been  gradually  in- 
creasing until  the  year  1839,  when  they  a  little  ex- 
ceeded thirteen  millions  and  a  quarter.  I  mean  by 
"ordinary  expenses,"  the  money  annually  disbursed 
in  maintaining  the  permanent  civil,  military,  and 
naval  establishments  of  the  country,  and  embracing 
every  expenditure  necessary  to  conduct  the  Govern- 
ment prosperously  in  time  ot  peace.  Now,  in  re- 
gard to  this  class  of  expenditures,  I  have  never 
heard  any  Senator  on  either  side  of  the  House  com- 
plain of  their  amount,  or  that  they  had  risen  from 
seven  to  thirteen  millions  of  dollars  between  1824 
and  1839.  During  this  period,  a  number  of  new 
States  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  seve- 
ral new  Territories  created-v.he  army  and  navy 
have  both  been  considerably  increased,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  Congress  have  of  late  years  become  enor- 
mous, requiring  reform  more  than  any  ether  branch 
of  the  Government  Our  expenditures  most  neces- 
sarily increase  with  the  growth  of  the  country;  but 
it  ought  to  he  oar  care  that  this  increase  shall  be  as 
slow  as  possible,  and  never  proceed  beyond  what  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  public  service. 
We  might  with  as  much  reason  expect  that  die  lit- 
tle garment  which  was  sufficient  to  cover  the  child 
of  eight  or  ten  years  of  age,  would  prove  sufficient 
to  protect  him  from  the  wind  and  the  storm  after 
be  had  grown  to  be  a  giant,  as  argue  that  the  "or- 
dinary expenses"  of  the  Government  should  not 
have  increased  with  the  rapid,  nay  the  unex- 
ampled growth  of  the  nation  during  the  last  fif- 
teen years.  Nothing  has  been  said  against  these 
expenses,  either  in  the  aggregate  or  in  detail,  since 
they  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
by  the  Secretary's  report.  It  is,  then,  fair  to  pre- 
sume that  nothing  can  be  urged  against  a  single 
item  ofthtm.  On  this  triumphant  result,  I  am 
most  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  congratu- 
late the  friends  of  the  present  Administration. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  same  re- 
port to  which  I  have  referred,  also,  presented  aa 
annual  statement  of  the  expenses  "of  an  extraordi- 
nary or  temporary  character,"  from  1824  to  1839, 
both  years  inclusive,  arranged  under  different  heads 
When  this  report  came  into  tha  Senate  in  the 
month  of  May  last,  both  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri [  Mr.  Bent  on]  and  myself  called  upon  the 
gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  to  point  out  a  single 
item  of  extravagance  amongst  all  these  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government,  whether  ordinary  or  ex- 
traordinary. Not  one  of  them  was  then  bold  enough 
even  to  make  the  attempt.  Our  challenge  was  not 
met.  And  now  I  would  ask  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittkndxn]  on  whom  ought  the  har- 
den of  the  proof  of  extravagance  to  res.?  Would  he 
require  the  friends  of  the  Administration  to  go  orer, 
item  by  item,  all  the  ten  thousand  items  of  expendi- 
ture which  have  been  submitted  in  a  distinct  form 
to  Congre-s,  and  show  that  in  each  particular  in- 
stance there  wa?  no  extravagance?  This  weald, 
as  that  honorable  Senator  well  jtnows,  be  reversing 
all  the  rales  of  common  law,  as  well  as  of  eommoa 
sense.  We  present  lo  the  Senators  in  opposition,  n 
clear  and  distinct  account  in  detail  of  the  expenses 
of  the  Government;  and  it  is  manifestly  their  doty, 
if  they  believe  uVre  has  been  extravagance 
in  any  item,  to  lay  their  hand  upon  it  and  t 
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This  they 
would  long  since  have 
They  we,  therefore, 
driven  to  condemn  in  the  aggregate,  although  they 
can  find  no  fault  with  toy  of  the  details  of  which 
tin*  aggregate  is  composed.  They  exelaim  that  the 
Administration  has  been  extravagant,  because  it 
has  expended  one  buadred  aid  thirty  millions  of 
Mian  in  four  years,  whilst  they  do  not  point  out 
fa  what  manner  it  would  have  been  possible  to  have 
reduced  this  expenditure.  It  is  true  that  at  this 
late  day  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  CaiTTKN- 
ma]  has  denounced  four  particular  items  of  the  ac- 
count as  extravagant;  but  I  think  I  shall  prove,  be- 
fore I  tit  down,  that  he  has  been  less  wise  and  wary 
than  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Clit,]  in  descending  from 
generals  to  particulars. 

I  do  not  deny  but  that  the  "extraordinary  ex- 
penses" of  the  Government  have  been  very  large 
daring  the  last  four  years.  But  whether  these  ex- 
penditures were  great  Or  small,  is  not  the  question. 
Were  they  inevitable?  Could  they  have  been 
avoided  by  any  human  prudence  or  foresight  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive  or  his  friends  in  Congress? 
Was  not  each  of  the  treaties  and  acts  of  Congress 
wader  which  these  expenditures  were  necessarily  in- 
curred, sanctioned  and  sustained  by  the  very  Sena- 
tors who  new  condemn  them  in  the  aggregate? 
These  are  the  true  questions. 

These  "extraordinary  expenses'*  must,  from  the 
nature  of  thing4,  vary  with  the  ever  varying  condi- 
tion of  the  country.  Oar  circumstances  are  chang- 
.  ing  with  every  changing  y«?ar.  Some  j  ears  ago, 
vie  nation  was  gliding  along  on  the  smooth  current 
of  prosperity,  and  requiring  but  little  above  the  or 
dinary  expenditure  necessary  to  keep  the  Govern- 
ment in  regular  motion.  Not  so,  since  the  present 
President  earns  into  power.  It  has  been  his  mis- 
fortune, that,  during  the  period  of  his  administra- 
tion, heavy  expenses,  of  an  extraordinary  charac- 
ter, which  he  could  not  have  avoided,  were  ren- 
dered absolutely  necessary,  whilst  the  revenue  of 
me  Government  ha*,  been  greatly  reduced,  by  causes 
equally  beyond  hU  control.  Is  it  not,  then,  the 
mosterying  injastiee— is  it  not  the  strangest  accusa- 
tion in  the  world,  to  charge  the  man  who  happened 
to  take  the  helm  of  State  when  the  country  was  in- 
volved in  such  difficulties,  with  extravagance, 
merely  because  he  wat  compelled  to  execute  trea- 
ties and  laws  which  had  received  the  sanction  of 
all  political  parties  in  Congress? 

Under  such  circumstances,  ought  he  to  be  de- 
nounced because  the  necessary  expenses  of  Go- 
vernment happened  to  exceed,  under  his  Admi- 
nistration, those  which  were  incurred  under  his 
predecessors?  True  economy  in  a  Government 
does  not  consist  in  hoarding  money  like  the  miser, 
and  doing  no  good  with  it;  but  in  applying  it, 
with  a  provident  band,  to  the  accomplishment  of 
•net  objects  as  are  necessary  to  the  defence  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country.  After  these  objects  of  ex- 
penditure have  been  designated  by  Congress,  Ex- 
ecutive economy  consists  in  accomplishing  them  at 
thecheapest  rate  possible.  This  is  the  only  economy 
which  can  be  practised  by  the  President;  and  if 
he  has  neglected  this  duty  in  any  particular  in- 
be  would  be  liable  to  censure;   but  not 


In  order  to   swell  the  expenditures  of  the  last 
years  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions, 
have  included  items  not  only  of  the 


most  unjust,  but  of  the  most  ridiculous  character. 
I  shall  enumerate  a  few  of  them. 

One  large  item  in  this  amount  was  for  money 
expended  upon  the  public  buildings.  Is  there  a 
singte  member  of  the  Senate  who  either  raised  his 
voice,  or  gave  his  vote  against  the  appropriations 
for  this  purpose?  The  money  expended  on  these 
buildings  alone  during  the  period  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, amounts  to  between  four  and  five  mil- 
lions. I  have  not  added  up  the  sum*,  but  it  is 
certainly  not  less  than  four  millions.  And  yet 
these  appropriations  made  by  Congress,  without 
distinction  of  party,  are  converted  into  an  item  of 
extravagance  against  Mr.  Van  Buren ! 

Then  there  was  the  money  expended  in  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions,  amounting  to  upwards  of  ten 
millions  of  dollars.  Had  the  Administration  any 
control  over  this  expenditure?  These  pensions  were 
granted  by  a  grateful  country  to  those  who  had 
defended  it  in  the  perilous  times  which  tried  men's 
souls,  and  who  are  now  the  feeble  and  broken  re- 
lies of  a  past  age,  dependent  on  the  public  bounty 
for  their  support.  Congress  has  also  granted  pen- 
sions to  such  widows  of  old  soldiers,  as  in  the  days 
of  the  Revolution  remained  at  home,  aad  attended 
to  their  families  whilst  their  husbands  went  forth 
to  the  battle  field.  Be  this  right,  or  be  it  wrong, 
had  the  present  Administration  any  agency  in 
granting  these'  pensions?  Did  not  Congress  pass 
these  laws;  and  did  not  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
vote  for  them?  I  do  not  know  the  fact,  because  it 
is  not  my  practice  to  examine  the  journals  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  hov  individual  members 
may  have  voted;  but  I  do  know,  from  the  nature 
of  the  man,  that  he  [Mr.  Crittskdvh]  is  one  of 
the  last  members  of  the  Senate  who  would  vote 
against  such  pensions.  And  yet,  strange  to  say, 
the  payment  of  these  very  pensions  to  old  so'diers 
and  their  widows,  by  the  Treasury,  is  one  of  the 
items  of  extravagant  expenditure  charged  against 
Mr.  Van  Baren's  administration;  and  the  aggre- 
gate of  (130,000,000  composed  of  such  items  as 
these  has  been  spread  over  the  whole  country,  in 
order  to  alarm  the  fear*  of  the  people. 

Again.  There  was  the  expanse  of  extinguish- 
ing the  Indian  title  within  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries of  the  Union,  and  of  removing  the  Indians 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  which  amounted  to  more 
than  ten  millions  of  dollars.  Are  the  present  Ad- 
ministration to  blame  for  this  expenditure?  Coe'd 
the  President  have  avoided  it,  after  the  Senate  had 
ratified  the  treaties  under  which  it  was  incurred? 
No  Senator  on  this  floor  will  say  that  he  could.  He 
had  no  discretion  whatever  on  the  subject;  but  was 
obliged  to  execute  these  treaties  and  the  laws  made 
in  pursuance  of  them.  How  unjust  is  it,  then,  to 
put  down  this  item  in  the  aggregate  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  millions  of  dollars  expended  by 
the  present  Administration! 

I  might,  if  I  pleased,  pass  in  review  all  the  other 
heads  of  extraordinary  expenditure  detailed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  report,  and  show 
that  it  was  impossible  for  the  President  to  avoid 
any  one  of  them.  He  can  exercise  no  dispensing 
power.  He  must  obey  the  acts  of  Congress  and 
treaties;  and  these  laws  and  treaties  were  of  such 
pressing  necessity  as  even  to  have  disarmed  opposi- 
tion, and  to  have  received  the  votes  of  the  political 
enemies,  as  well  as  of  the  friends  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. I  may  well  spare  myself  this  trouble,  as 
not  one  of  these  items  of  expenditure  has  ever 


been  questioned  by  any  Senator  upon  this  floor.  It 
is  true,  they  exclaim,  you  have  spent  one  hundred 
and  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  and  this  is  enormous; 
but  they  make  no  attempt  to  show  how  it  was  pos- 
sible for  the  President  to  have  reduced  this  amount. 

There  are  two  or  three  items  embraced  within 
this  aggregate,  of  a  character  so  extraordinary  as  to 
deserve  more  than  a  mere  passing  notice.  In  the 
Secretary's  report,  the  indemnities  amount  to  be- 
tween six  and  seven  millions  of  dollars.  What 
are  these  indemnities?  General  Jackson,  during 
his  prosperous  Administration,  succeeded  in  obtain* 
ing  satisfaction  for  all  the  old  claims  which  our  citi- 
zens had  against  foreign  Governments.  He  got 
nearly  five  millions  from  France;  and  I  do  not 
recollect  precisely  how  much  from  Denmark, 
and  other  nations.  At  all  events,  he  left  us 
a  clear  score,  and  the  enjoyment  of  peace  with 
all  foreign  nations.  Now,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  treaties,  these  indemnities,  obtained  from 
foreign  Governments  for  our  own  citizens, 
were  paid  into  the  Treasury  for  their  use,  and 
were  of  course  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  to  them' 
as  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  how  much  each  one 
was  entitled  to  receive;  and  yet,  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  these  very  payments  from  the  Treasury  con- 
stitute a  large  item  of  the  aggregate  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  millions,  about  which  we  have 
heard  so  much.  This  sacred  trust  fund,  which 
was  acquired  for  our  citizens  by  the  most  efficient 
and  persevering  exertions — ihis  very  fond,  which 
was  fairly  distributed  amongst  those  entitled  to  re- 
ceive it,  has  thus  been  converted  into  a  charge  of 
extravagance  to  its  full  amount  against  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  simply  because  it  was  paid  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury during  hi*  administration.  This  item  shows 
conclusively  why  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Clat]  goes  for  footing?,  and  not  for  particulars. 
Is  this  fair  towards  the  present  Administration?  If 
it  were,  then  had  General  Jackson  succeeded .  in 
obtaining  twenty  millions  more  from  foreign  na- 
tions, Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  disbursed  the  money, 
would  hive  been  twenty  millions  more  extrava- 
gant; and  the  gentleman  might  have  exclaimed, 
"yon  have  expended  one  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  instead  of  one  hundred  and  thirty." 
In  making  out  "these  debtor  and  creditor  accounts 
of  extravagance,  will  any  man  say  that  it  was 
cither  ju>t  or  proper  to  charge  such  an  item  as  this 
"against  the  retiring  AdministratioL? 

I  should  have  been  rejoiced  if  the  subject  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  present  Adminis! ration  had  not 
again  been  introduced  until  after  the  accession  of 
General  Harrison,  because  ther,  as  the  Senator 
[Mr.  Clay]  say.*,  the  books  and  papers  will  be  in 
the  possession  of  his  friend*.  Th?y  will  then  be 
enabled  to  search  those  books  and  papers  to  their 
hearts'  con  ten!;  and,  for  one,  I  now  give  them  fair 
notice,  that  should  I  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the 
Senate,  I  shall  call  upon  them,  when  they  have  all 
the  official  documents  ia  their  power,  to  make  good 
the  charge  of  wasteful  extraragance  against  Mr. 
Van  Baren's  administration.  This  is  due  to  them- 
selves, as  well  as  to  that  portion  of  the  American 
people  who  have  been  deluded  into  the  belief  that 
the  present  Administration  has  been  guilty  of  a 
prodigal  and  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public 
money. 

Another  most  extraordinary  charge  against  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  embraced  within  the  aggregate  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  millions,  is  that  of  more  than, 
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twenty  millions  paid  oat  of  the  Treasury  in  dis- 
charge of  the  national  debt.  Now,  sir,  observe 
the  gross  in j 05 1 ice  of  this"  charge.  The  Adminis- 
tration are  first  charged  with  all  the  expenditures 
which  rendered  it  necessary  to  create  a  debt  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury  note?,  and  afterwards,  as  this 
debt  was  discharged,  they  are  again  charged  the 
second  time  with  the  amount  pail  to  tbe  public 
creditors.  According  to  this  mode  of  stating  the 
account,  an  Administration  is  first  charged  with,  I 
shall  sat,  twenty  millions  of  dollars  for  public  ex- 
penditures. Their  necessities  require  them  to  bor- 
row these  twenty  millions.  They  then  pay  ihe  bor- 
rowed money,  and  this  discharge  of  the  debt  is 
twenty  millions  more  expended,  and  swells  the 
total  to  forty  millions  instead  of  twenty,  although 
this  last  sum  is  palpably  the  whole  amount  ex- 
pended. As  a  further  illustration,  let  me  suppose 
a  case.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  employs  an 
agent  to  build  him  a  house  which  shall  cost  ten 
thousand  dollars,  and  directs  him  to  borrow  the 
money  on  his  (the  Senator's)  credit.  The  agent 
borrows  the  money  and  builds  the  house,  and  after- 
wards discharges  the  debt  from  tbe  proceeds  of  the 
Senator's  estate.  What  would  be  thought  of  his 
justice,  if  the  Senator  were  to  brand  this  agent  with 
extravagance,  and  say,  you  have  expended  twenty 
thousand  dollars  of  my  money  when  I  autho- 
rized you  to  expend  but  ten?  Ton  have  first  paid 
out  ten  thousand  dollars  in  the  erection  of  my 
house;  and,  shameful  extravagance!  you  have 
squandered  ten  thousand  dollars  more  in  discharg- 
ing the  debt  which  I  authorized  you  to  contract. 
And  yet  this  is  the  measure  of  justice  which  tbe 
Senator  would  apply  to  the  present  President  of  ihc 
United  States  as  the  agent  of  the  people. 

Now,  fortunately -for  this  country,  neither  the 
present  nor  any  future  President  of  the  United 
States  can  be  justly  charged  with  extravagant  ex- 
penditures, except  in  few  cases,  should  Congress 
do  their  doty.  Under  the  Constitution,  not  one 
dollar  of  public  money  can  ever  be  drawn  from 
the  Treasury,  ubui  in  consequence  of  appropria- 
tions made  by  law."  In  most  instances,  Congress 
appropriates  the  prcrite  sum  which,  under  existing 
laws,  is  required  for  each  special  purpose;  and  ihe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  merely  pays  out  these 
sums  as  their  agen'.  Neither  he  nor  ih«j  President 
can  make  these  payments  either  greater  or  \es?, 
Since  the  origin  of  the  Gavernment,  the  public 
Treasury  has  been  protected  by  this  constitutional 
gnard. 

But  the  preseat  Administration  have  done  mire 
than  all  their  predecessors  to  secure  the  public  mo- 
ney in  the  hands  of  our  receiving  and  disbursing 
agents.  .Hitherto,  whilst  ihe  poor  wretch,  who 
stole  five  dollars  to  gratify  the  cravings  of  hunger, 
was  doomed  to  he  penitentiary;  the  public  officer 
who  squandered  the  public  money  entrusted  to  hit 
care,  or  fled  with  it  to  a  forei?n  coun'ry,  was  held 
to  have  committed  a  mare  breach  of  trust,  ard 
escaped  without  any  punishment  whatever.  The 
much  abused  Independent  Treasury  law,  which  is 
now  about  to  be  repealed,  was  the  first  act  of  legis- 
lation which  ever  inflicted  any  punishment  upon 
public  officers  for  plundering  the  public  money. 
Under  its  provisions,  such  a  crime  is  made  felony; 
and  the  culprit  is  consigned  to  the  four  walls  of  the 
penitentiary,  instead  of  beiog  sent  on  a  mission  to 
London  or  Paris,  to  revel  in  luxury  there  on  tbe 
spoils  of  the  public,  and  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of 


"good  society."  Bat  the  decree  has  gone  forth, 
and  thii  law  is  to  be  repealed  by  the  new  Adminis- 
tration. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  can  only  be 
guilty  of  extravagance  by  recommending  and  by 
influencing  his  friends  in  Congress  to  adopt  useless 
and  extravagant  projects  not  necessary  for  thv 
public  g3od;  or  where,  from  the  nature  of  the  case, 
a  general  appropriation  must  be  made  to  accom- 
plish a  particular  purpose,  by  not  applying  thii 
money,  necessarily  subjected  to  his  discretion,  wi'h 
a  wise  and  proper  economy. 

Gentlemen  may  test  tbe  expenditures  of  the  pre- 
sent Administration  by  any  reasonable  rule  which 
they  pleare,  and  ascertain  whether  any  of  them 
could  have  been  avoided.  There  they  are,  spread 
upan  the  record  of  the  American  Senate  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  there 
they  have  been  ever  since  May  las',  subject  to  the 
inspection  and  scrutiny  of  each  American  Senator, 
and  what  has  been  the  result?  At  this  late  period, 
after  the  Presidential  election  has  been  decided,  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  now,  for  the  first  time, 
makes  four  specific  charges  of  extravagance.  If 
we  were  even  to  admit  that  these  specifications  are 
all  well  foundt d,  happy  indeed  would  be  the  coun- 
try where,  in  the  expenditure  of  po  many  millions, 
the  research  and  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  could  dis- 
cover but  four  small  and  comparatively  inconside- 
rable items  to  which  they  can  object.  There  is  no 
o  her  nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth  which  could 
present  such  a  spectacle  in  the'  administration  of 
its  finances,  and  even  with  these  blemishes,  if  they 
existed,  it  would  be  the  glory  of  our  country  to  be 
able  to  present  such  an  account.  It  would  be  con- 
clusive evidence  c  f  the  regard  for  law  and  ihe  mo- 
rality which  prevails  amongst  us. 

After  this  report  had  been  thus  subjected  to  the 
ordeal  ol  these  gentlemen  for  tbe  greater  part  of  a 
year,  tbe  Senator  now  confines  himself  to  a  specifi- 
cation of  only  fonr  particulars,  in  which  he  alleges 
the  Government  have  been  guilty  of  extravagance. 
If  I  can  demonstrate,  as  I  believe  I  cao,  that  he 
has  been  mistaken  in  each  of  these  particular*, 
then  the  friends  of  the  present  Administration  will 
indeed  have  cause  for  congratulation  and  triumph. 

The  Senators  first  specification  is,  that  the  Ad- 
ministration had  brought  moun:ed  volunteers  all 
the  way  from  Missouri  to  the  Florida  war,  when 
men  in  abundance  might  have  been  obtained  from 
tbe  neighboring  States  at  a  much  less  expense;  and 
that  instead  of  transporting  these  volunteers  from 
Missouri  to  Florida  by  water,  a  useless  expense 
was  incurred  in  sending  them  over  land.  Three 
hundred  was  the  whole  number  of  these  Missouri 
volunteers,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  th;  highest 
official  authority  at  the  proper  Department.  And 
to  what,  then,  does  this  wh  >le  charge  of  extrava- 
gance against  tbe  Administration  amount?  To  the 
excess  of  what  it  would  cost  to  transport  three  hun- 
dred men  from  Missouri  to  Florida  above  the  cost 
of  transporting  the  same  number  of  men  from 
Georgia,  Alabama,  or  Kentucky.  This  difference 
of  price  is  the  whole  sum  and  substance  of  the  Se- 
nator's first  charge  uf  extravagance.  I  hive  been 
also  informed  from  the  same  authority,  that  the&e 
men  did  not  march  over  land  through  Kentucky, 
as  the  Senator  suppose?;  but  were  unfortunately 
transported  by  water  from  St.  Louis  to  Florida. 
The  consequence  wa.%  that  they  encountered  a 
storm  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  many  of  their 


horses  were  lost  Happy,  indeed,  therefore,  woeM 
it  have  been  for  them  if  this  portion  of  the  Sena- 
tor's charge  had  been  well  founded,  and  if  they  had 
marched  over  land. 

But  why  did  the  Secretary  of  War  retort  to  Mis- 
souri for  these  volunteers?  Was  it  because  he  had 
not  entire  confidence  in  the  patriotism  and  courage 
of  the  men  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Kentucky? 
No,  sir,  not  at  all.  But  it  was  suggested  to  the  ( 
Secretary,  that  the  frontier  men  of  Missouri— the 
hunters  and  trappers  .of  the  far  West,  who  had 
been  accustomed  to  Indian  war,  were  barter  ac- 
quainted with  the  character  and  habits  of  our 
savage  foe,  and  would,  for  this  reason,  be  snore  effi- 
cient than  equally  brave  soldiers  who  had  not  the 
same  experience.  It  was  believed  that  these  fron- 
tier men  would  be  skilful  in  penetrating  the  Ever- 
glades of  Florida,  and  dixovering  the  Indians  in 
their  biding  places. 

In  the  days  of  the  Indian  wars  of  Kentucky,  the 
Kentucklans  were  probably  the  best  Indian  fighters 
in  the  world.  But  these  days  have  fortunately 
long  since  passed  away;  and  you  most  now  go  far- 
ther West  for  men  of  experience  in  this  peculiar 
mode  of  warfare.  Considering  how  oar  army  had 
been  baffled  by  tbe  Florida  Indians,  it  might  have 
been  wise,  and  I  believe  it  was  wise,  to  accept  Ihe 
services  of  these  Miuwurians;  and  the  conduct  of 
this  brave  band,  with  the  lamented  Colonel  Gentry 
at  their  bead,  proved  that  the  Secretary  was  net 
mistaken  either  in  their  skill  or  courage.  Scene  for- 
ty or  fifty  of  them  lo3t  their  lives  in  battle;  and  yet 
the  charge  is,  that  their  transportation  from  St. 
Louis  to  Florida  had  con  the  Government  more 
than  it  would  have  aene  10  transport  the  same  num- 
ber of  men  from  Lexington  or  Nashville.  This  is 
truly  a  grave  and  serious  accusation! 

I  can  inform  the  Senator  in  what  manner  I  pre- 
sume his  mistake  originated  in  regard  to  the  march- 
ing of  the  Missouri  volunteers  through  Kentneky. 
Although  they  did  net  march  through  Kentneky, 
yet  the  second  regiment  of  dragoons  did;  and  he 
must  have  mistaken  the  one  for  the  other.  And 
why  was  this  regiment  marched  to  Florida  over 
land,  and  not  transported  by  waterl  It  was  net 
done  to  expend,  but  to  save  money.  They  thus 
transported  themselves,  and  tberefose,  the  Govern- 
ment saved^  the  cost  of  their  transportation.  Be- 
sides, in  addition  to  all  this,  they  were  trained  and 
disciplined  every  day  upon  the  roes'  aa  cavalry 
ought  to  be  trained  and .  disciplined.  The  eonse- 
quence  was,  that  the  moment  they  arrived  in  Flo- 
rida, they  were  prepared  for  active  and  efficient  ser- 
vice. On  the  other  hand,  had  they  been  transport- 
ed by  water,  their  horses  might  probably  have  leen 
lost,  as  were  those  of  the  Missouri  volunteers,  and 
they  could  not  have  improve  1  in  discipline  on  the 
way.  In  regard  to  the  expenditure,  I  have  beta 
informed  at  the  Department  that  it  was  a  clear 
saving  to  th*  Government  to  march  this  regiment 
to  Florida  by  land,  instead  of  tmnsporung  it  by 
water     So  much  for  the  Senator'*  first  charge. 

The  second  charge  made  by  the  Senator  consists 
in  thi-j  that  the  Administration  had  collected  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  provisions  in  the 
Cherokee  country,  for  theu;e  of  the  army;  and  east 
these  provisions,  not  being  wanted,  were aftea  wards 
sold  at  auction  for  a  sum  but  little  exceeding  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  To  this  and  to  all  the  other  charges 
of  the  Senator,  I  felt  myself  prepared  to  reply  last 
evening;  but  concluded  that  it  was  best  to  wait  an  - 
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Senate. 


rmytelf  of  the  precise  character  of  the  facto. 
I  can  no  v  assure  the  Senator  that  there  is  great 
exaggeration  in  this  statement  The  whole  supply 
of  provisions  was  not  sold  at  auction;  bat  the 
comparatively  assail  surplus  only,  which  remained 
titer  subsisting  the  troops,  and  this  becaoss  the  ar- 
ticles were  perishable,  and  would  not  bear  the  cost  of 
transportation.  I  admit  that  there  was  a  conside- 
Me  loss  on  the  sale  of  this  surplus,  chiefly  in  the 
articles  of  bacon  and  hud  bread;  and  I  shall  tell 
ma  gentleman  how  it  occurred,  and  then  ask  him  to 
say  uhether  the  Administration  is  fairly  chargeable 
with  it 

We  all  know  that  the  Cherokees,at  the  first,  refused 
to  execute  their  treaty  and  remove  to  the  West  of 
the  Mississippi.  Indeed,  an  incipient  war  already 
existed.  Prom  the  representations  of  their  chief, 
and  from  other  causes  which  I  need  not  detail,  they 
were  induced  to  believe  that  the  Government  would 
aavar  remove  them  by  force.  They  were  opon  the 
soil  of  Georgia,  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina, 
who  insisted  upon  their  removal;  and  it  thus  be- 
came the  imperative  duty  of  the  Government  to 
enfore  the  execution  of  the  treaty.  Policy,  huma- 
nity,  economy,  and  the  example  of  the  Florida 
war,  all  re  quired  that  a  sufficient  force  should  be 
seat  into  the  Cherokee  country  to  overawe  the  In- 
dians, and  tans  effect  their  removal  without  blood- 
shed* One  of  the  most  eminent  men  of  our  coun- 
try, the  hero  of  Lundy's  Lane,  (General  8cott)]was 
selected  to  command  these  force?,  and  ample  dis- 
cretionary power  was  conferred  upon  him  to  carry 
the  treaty  into  effect  This  hero  may.  in  future  time, 
b«come  a  still  more  distinguished  character,  for  the 
race  of  military  chieftains  is,  probably,  not  yet  ex- 
tinct. Under  theae  circumstances,  it  became  ne- 
cessary for  the  subsistence  department  to  collect 
within  the  Cherokee  country  a  snfficient  quantity  of 
provisions  for  the  supply  of  the  army.  That  this 
was  their  imperative  duty  no  one  can  deny. 

General  Scott  executed  the  high  trust  confided  to 
him  with  distinguished  fidelity  and  ability.  With 
the  example  of  the  Florida  war  before  him,  he 
iU ii mini  it  necessary  to  act  with  the  utmost  energy 
an  J  vigor,  and  to  concentrate  such  a  force  as  would 
overawe  all  opposition.  I  ask,  then,  would  not  the 
Administration  have  been  greatly  to  blame,  had 
they  not  collected  sufficient  provisions  for  the 
whom  force  which  General  Scott  deemed  it  expedi- 
ent to  call  into  service? 

la  this  exists,  John  Ross,  the  head  chief  of  the 
Cberokees,  concluded  an  arrangement  with  Gene- 
ral Scott,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  engaged  himself  to  remove  his  people. 
It  was  thus  rendered  unnecessary  to  employ  our 
troops  in  removing  them  by  force;  and  a  large  por- 
tion of  these  troops  was  immediately  discharged. 
A  sufficient  number,  therefore,  did  not  continue  in 
the  service  to-consume  alfthe  remainder  of  the  pro- 
visions which  had  been  collected. 

Were  these  provisions  improperly  collected? 
Was  it  not  necessary  that  the  Department  should 
have  them  at  the  point  where  the  army  assembled? 
Bat  a  large  portion  of  this  army  was  soon  disband- 
ed, and  in  this  unforseen  contingency  what  <ras  to 
be  done  with  the  remainder  of  the  provisions? 
Tbere  they  were  in  the  midst  of  the  Indian  country, 
where  no  demand  existed  for  them;  and  ne- 
cessity compelled  the  officer  in  command  to  di- 
rect them  to  be  sold  at  auction,  whatever  price  they 
might  bring.    It  is  true  the  bacon  and  hard  bread 


were  sold  at  a  saciifice;  but  what  else  could  be 
done?  The  expense  of  of  transporting  them  to  any 
place  where  they  might  have  sold  for  their  value, 
would  have  been  greater  than  the  difference  between 
that  Talus  and  what  the  Government  actually  re- 
ceived. 

Bat  whether  the  loss  were  great  or  small,  the 
Administration  bad  nothing  directly  to  do  with  the 
sale,  and  are  not,  therefore,  liable  to  censure  for 
this  cause.  The  provisions  were  collected  by  the 
proper  department  for  the  subsistence  of  the  army 
under  the  Commanding  General,  and  he  acted  in 
strict  conformity  with  his  duty  in  directing  the  sa|e 
of  such  of  them  as  he  could  not  use.  The  Admi- 
nistration knew  nothing  of  the  matter  until  after 
they  had  been  sold,  and  the  accounts  of  the  sale 
were  rendered.  Thus  ends  the  second  item  of  ex- 
travagance alleged  by  the  Senator  against  the  Ad- 
ministration. 

The  third  specification  of  extravagance  mainly 
rests  upon  the  strange  order  of  Brigadier  General 
Read  of  the  Florida  militia.  Of  all  the  persons  I 
have  ever  known,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  can 
the  most  effectually  turn  into  ridicule,  even  that 
which  is  not  ridiculous  in  itself.  What  a  rare  oc- 
casion, then,  does  this  order  present  for  bis  powers 
of  satire  I  He  must  esteem  it  as  a  precious  relic, 
and  therefore  I  shall  most  certainly  comply  with 
his  request,  and  return  it  to  him  as  soon  as  1  shall 
have  read  it  to  the  Senate. 

Here  Mr.  Buchanan  read  the  order  as  follows: 

HjjjuwJABTBHf,  Florida  Bbioabb, 
Newnaneville,  December  4, 1840. 
•«T  he  troop*  oftyhe  Sedentary  Infantry  service,  of  which  Cap. 
tain  Broert  company  iaan  integral  portion,  shaH  not  at  any 
time  be  ordered  on  active  duty;  nor  will  it  ever  occur  during 
their  term  of  service,  that  they  shall  be  ordered  to  march  a 
greater  distance  than  twenty  miles  beyond  the  headquarters  of 
their  respective  companies.  They  will  be  directed  to  remain 
at  their  usual  places  of  abode,  and  expected  to  engage  sedu< 
iously  in  the  pursuit  of  their  usual  occupations." 

7  *  (Signed.)  LEIGH  READ, 

Brigadier  General,  Florida  Brigade. 
Captain  Brook,  Mandnrien. 

If  the  Administration  could  be  held  responsible 
for  the  bad  taste  in  which  this  order  was  coaceived, 
I  should  pronounce  them  guilty  at  once.  Bat  this 
is  a  question  not  of  taste,  but  of  extravagant  ex- 
penditure, and  regarded  in  that  vienr,  the  Senator 
would  Hod  that  it  did  not  at  all  establish  his  pro- 
position. 

I  shall  then  first  explain  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man why  Brigadier  General  Read,  who  by  the  by 
is  an  excellent  officer,  told  ihese  men  to  remain  at 
home,  and  attend  to  their  own  business.  Although 
it  might  have  been  in  better  taste  not  to  nave  em- 
braced such  a  command  in  a  general  military 
order,  at  least  without  further  explanation,  yet  the 
Senator  would  himself  soon  perceive  the  propriety 
of  this  injunction. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  at  the  last  session,  the 
Secretary  of  War  had  called  upon  Congress  to 
raise  a  thousand  mounted  men  for  the  Florida  war, 
to  remain  in  service  during  its  continuance,  and  to 
receive  a  bounty  in  land,  with  ihe  same  pay  and 
emoluments  as  the  cavalry  of  the  United  States. 
The  Senate  passed  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  increas- 
ing the  force  to  fifteen  hundred  men.  This  bill 
went  to  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  where  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  approving  of  the 
policy,  recommended  a  still  further  increase  from 
1,600  to  9,000  men;  but  the  House  never  reached 
the  measure,  and  no  troops  were  raised  for  the  pro- 
secution of  the  Florida  war.  But  did  Congress,  by 
this  neglect,  intend  that  Florida  should  not  be  de- 
fended? Was  it  the  dtsign  of  Congress  that  the 
Florida  militia  should  not  bs  called  into  service  for 
this  purpose?  Certainly  not.  If  any  thing  could 
be  inferred  from  ihe  neglect  of  Congress  to  pa*s  the 
bill,  it  was  that  Florida  should  be  defended  by  the 
militia  uuder  the  existing  militia  laws;  for  no  Sena- 
tor can  suppose  that  we  intended  to  give  up  the 
wires  and  the  children  of  its  inhabitants  to  the 
scalping  knife  of  the  savage. 


Whilst  this  bill  was  pending  before  Congress,  the 
Governor  of  Florida,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the 
Territorial  'Legislature,  called  out  into  actual  ser- 
vice a  number  of  mo  an  ted  men  for  the  defence  of 
that  Territory,  nominally  at  its  own  expense,  but 
which  we  all  know,  from  past  experience,  must 
eventually  be  paid  by  the  united  States.  After 
the  adjournment  of  Congress  without  having 
passed  the  bill  to  which  I  have  referred,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  interposed,  and  ordered  out  twelve 
hundred  mounted  men,  embracing  those  thus  al- 
ready in  service  from  Florida,  to  serve  in  every 
part  of  the  Territory,  and  to  pursue  the  In- 
dians wherever  they  might  be  found,  and  five  , 
hundred  infantry  militia.  And  for  what  pur* 
pose  were  these  five  hundred  militia  to  be 
employed)  They  were  intended  for  mere  neigh- 
borhood defence,  and,  like  the  minute-men  of  the 
Revolution,  were  to  be  ready  to  repel  invasion  at  a 
moment's  warning.  They  are  divided  into  compa- 
nies of  seventy  men;  and  these  men  cultivate  the  • 
soil,  and  are  spread  over  the  border  which  dividea 
the  savages  from  the  peaceful  inhabitants.  They" 
are  neither  required  nor  permitted  to  pursue  the 
enemy  more  than  twenty  miles  from  the  head  quar- 
ters of  their  respective  companies ;  because,  if  they 
were,  it  would  destroy  the  very  purpose  of  neigh- 
borhood defence  for  which  they  were  called  into 
serfice,  and  leave  the  settlements  unprotected.  It 
is  their  doty  to  resist  sudden  incursions  of  the  sa- 
vages into  these  settlements;  and  1  understand  that 
the  most  happy  consequences  have  followed  the 
creation  of  this  force. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  expense,  which  is  the  main 
point  of  this  argument,  let  me  assure  the  Senator 
that  these  men  cost  the  Government  but  one-sixth 
of  the  cost  of  the  same  number  of  cavalry.  They 
merely  receive  the  pav  of  infantry,  without  bounty, 
rations,  or  clothing.  They  are  bound  to  raise  corn 
and  provisions  on  the  public  lands  on  which  they 
are  settled,  and  at  the  same  time  be  ever  ready  to 
repel  the  incursions  of  the  Indians.  When  this 
duty  has  been  performed,  they  return  to  their  peace- 
ful agricultural  pursuits.  W  hat  have  been  the  con- 
sequences of  this  policy?  Since  this  system  was 
first  adopted  by  the  Secretary,  of  War,  the 
Government  has  teen  able  to  purchase  pro- 
visions at  a  greatly  reduced  price.  These  men 
raise  not  only  what  is  sufficient  to  supply  their 
own  wants,  but  a  considerable  surplus  for  sale. 
They  are  settled  in  the  very  heart  of  Florida,  where 
provisions  are  most  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  army; 
and  the  Government  thus  saves  much  in  the  cost  of 
transportation.  This  whole  arrangement,  instead 
of.  affording  any  foundation  for  a  charge  of  extra- 
vagance against  the  Government,  is  one  eminently 
economical. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  the  Senator  that  the  Secre- 
tary has  not  yet  been  able  to  raise  more  than  one- 
third  of  these  five  hundred  militia  infantry. 

I  trust  he  will  now  be  able  to  perceive  why  Gtn. 
Read  directed  these  "sedentary  infantry"  to  remain 
at  home,  and  not  to  pursue  the  enemy  a  greater  dis- 
tance than  twenty  miles  from  their  head  quarters. 
They  were  never  intended  for  general  service,  but 
were  destincl  to  be  a  rampart  against  the  stealthy 
attacks  of  the  Indians— to  be  a  bady-guard  on  the 
frontier  for  the  women  and  children  behind  them, 
and  to  be  a  barrier  for  theifrprotection,  over  which 
the  savages  could'not  pas?.  If  these  men  could  be 
withdrawn  from  the  positions  which  they  occupy, 
and  sent  all  over  Florida,  the  result  might  be  dis- 
astrous. 

The  fourth  and  last  charge  of  extravagance 
against  Mr.  Van  Baren  was,  the  establishment  of 
the  branch  mints;  and  yet  these  mints  were  esta- 
blished by  act  of  Congress  in  1835,  two  years  before 
he  came  into  power.  Now  I  myself  happen  to  be 
one  of  those  Senators  who  wasdecidedlv  opposed  to 
the  establishment  of  these  mints.  Wiih  the  ex* 
ception  of  the  one  at  New  Orleans,  they  have  never 
done  much  good,  nor  do  I  expect  that  they  ever 
will  hereafter.  There  is  one  of  them  m  Georgia, 
at  a  place  called  Dahlonega,  and  another  at  Char- 
lolte,  in  Nonh  Carolina.  At  these  places  I  believe 
the  gold  has  given  out.  Now,  as  these  two  mints 
were  established,  not  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  but  by  an 
act  of  Congress,  passed  without  distinction  of  P«fy> 
is  it  not  most  extraordinary  to  charge  him  wt  h 


no 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Jan.  1841. 


Senate. 


20th  Cono......2nd  Sess. 


The  President — Mr.  Buchanan. 


the  expense  which  has  been  thus  incurred?  He  is 
not  to  blame  if  the  gold  has  given  ont  and  cannot 
be  fonnd  in  such  quantities  as  to  keep  them  in  em- 
ployment. The  only  mode  of  getting  clear  of  them 
is  that  suggested  by  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  MANaun;]and  I  pledge  myself  to  support 
any  reasonable  bill  for  that  purpose  which  he  may 
introduce.  In  the  event  of  its  passage,  for  one,  I 
should  feel  myself  indebted  to  the  gentlemen  on  die 
opposite  side  of  the  House,  if  they  shall  be  able 
to  find  a  purchaser  for  them. 

I  Mr.  Lumpkin  of  Georgia  here  said  he  wished 
to  state  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania was  mistaken  in  paying  that  the  gold  had 
given  out  in  Georgia.  On  the  contrary,  new  dis- 
coveries are  constantly  being  made.] 

Mr.  Buchanan  resumed.  I  am  glad  to  learn 
that  the  gold  has  not  given  out  in  Georgia,  and  that 
there  is  still  some  prospect  that  the  Mint  at  Dah- 
lonega  may  yet  be  employed.  In  one  thing,  how- 
ever,! cannot  be  mistaken,  and  that  is,  that  if  gold 
has  been  found,  very  little  of  it  has  been  brought 
to  the  mint  to  be  coined,  within  the  last  few  years. 
I  have  no  right  to  doubt  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman, and  1  should  rejoice  it  gold  would  descend 
in  showers  from  .above  upon  Georgia,  as  it  former- 
ly did  upon  Dana.  It  makes  no  difference,  how- 
ever, for  my  present  purpose,  whether  this  mint  be 
necessary  or  not.  It  is  certain,  at  least,  that  Mr. 
Van  Bnren  was  not  even  President  when  it  was  es- 
tablished, nor  is  his  administration  responsible  for 
what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  useless  expense  which 
has  been  thus  incurred. 

If  this  were  the  proper  occasion,  I  might  adduce 
many  arguments  to  prove  that  not  more  tban  one 
mint  ought  to  exist  in  this  country;  although  I  ac- 
knowledge that  strong  reasons  may  be  nrged  in  fa- 
vor of  a  branch  at  New  Orleans.  Whatever  gold 
maybe  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Dablonega  and 
Charlotte,  might  be  disposed  of  as  profitably  to  the 
finders  as  if  they  carried  it  to  these  mints  for  coin- 
age. The  other  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Clay]  will  bear  me  witness  that  I  steadily  follow- 
ed the  lead  ef  himself  and  my  friend  Governor 
Hill  of  New  Hampshire*  from  first  to  last,  in  op- 
position to  the  establishment  of  these  branch 
mints., 

I  have  thas  gone  over  the  four  specifications  of 
my  friend  from  Kentucky,  and  happy  indeed  am  I 
to  find  that  these  are  the  only  specific  charges  of 
extravagance  which  have  been  made  against  the 
present  Administration.  This  very  fact  is,  in  it- 
self, their  most  triumphant  vindication.  Indeed,  I 
am  almost  sorry,  for  the  sake  of  the  gentleman, 
that  he  could  not  have  discovered  some  charges  a 
little  more  plausible  than  any  of  these,on  which  he 
might  have  rested  an  argument 

If  Congress,  then,  have  determined  that  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  country  absolutely  demanded  the  ex* 
penditure  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions  with- 
in the  last  four  years,  and  if  the  Senator  and  his 
friends  have  concurred  in  this  necessity,  and  have 
united  with  us  in  making  appropriations  to  tbat 
amount,  with  what  justice  can  they  now  blame  the 
President  for  this  expenditure?  It  cannot  be  pre- 
tended either  that  he  created  this  necessity  for  a 
large  expenditure,  or  ttttt  he  squandered  the  pub- 
lic money  in  accomplishing  any  of  the  objects  de- 
signated by  Congress.  Away,  then,  with  such 
charges  of  extravagance !  If  any  debt  has  been 
created,  in  consequence  of  these  large  expenditures 
directed  by  Congress,  whose  fault  is  it?  Certainly 
not  his.    He  had  no  control  over  the  matter. 

I  undertake  to  predict,  that  should  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  prove  to  be  as  correct  in  all  other 
respects  as  be  is  in  bis  estimate  of  revenue  to  be 
derived  from  customs  during  the  present  year,  we 
shall,  at  the  end  of  it,  be  entirely  clear  of  debt.  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  the  revenue  from  this 
source  will,  at  the  very  least,  amount  to  from 
eighteen  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  Should 
this  be  the  case,  then  the  Secretary  is  of  opinion 
that  the  revenue  of  the  country,  during  the  year, 
will  be  sufficient  to  meet  its  expenditures,  pro- 
vided Congress  shall  not  exceed  his  estimates  in 
their ;  appropriations;  and  will,  in  addition,  dis- 
charge the  amount  of  the  outstanding  Treasury 
notes.    But  we  are  willing,  nevertheless,  p  pro. 


vide  five  millions  more  to  meet  any  unforseen 
contingencies  which  may  arise  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  new  Administration. 

I  have  now  answered  the  remarks  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky.  The  facts  which  I  have  slated 
in  regard  to  his  four  specifications  t  f  extrava- 
gance, have  of  course  been  communicated  to  me  by 
the  proper  Department.  None  of  them  are  within 
my  own  knowledge;  but  I  have  no  doubt  they  are 
all  substantially  correct. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  replied  at  some  length  to 
Mr.  Buchanan .  His  remarks  will  be  given  here- 
after. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  again  rose,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
CaiTTCNDBN,  and  said  that  he  considered  this  a 
proud  day  for  the  retiring  Administration.  It  pre- 
sented a  moral  spectacle  on  which  the  world  might 
.  gaze  with  woider.  In  an  expenditure  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  during  the  pe- 
riod of  four  years,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had 
*only  been  able  to  enumerate  four  items  of  ex- 
travagance, and  each  one  of  these  had  been  fully 
explained.  Had  the  world  ever  beheld  a  nation  in 
which  such  a  spectacle  could  be  presented?  Look 
over  the  kingdoms  of  Europe;  look  over  the  vast 
continent  of  America^  examine  the  abuses  under 
every  other  form  of  Government;  and  where,  ex- 
cept in  this  Republic  of  ours,  can  you  find  such  an 
example?  One  hundred  and  thirty  millions  had 
been  expended,  and  the  only  complaints  of  ex- 
travagance were,  that  three  hundred  troops  from 
Missouri  had  been  employed  in  the  Florida  war; 
tbat  five  hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  provi- 
sions had  been  collected  to  subsist  our  army  in  the 
Cherokee  roontry,  all  of  which  was  fortunately  not 
required  for  that  purpose;  that  two  hundred  Florida 
militia  had  been  called  into  service  on  a  kind  of  duty 
which  did  not  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Senator; 
and  that  three  branch  mints  had  been  unnecessari- 
ly established,  two  years  before  the  present  Admi- 
nistration came  into  power!  And  this  was  the 
sum  total — these  were  the  entire  charges — which 
the  honorable  Senator  could  urge  against  the  Ad- 
ministration. This  was,  then,  the  only  foundation 
for  the  statements  which  had  been  made  in 
every  portion  of  the  country,  swelling  the  ertrava* 
gancc  of  this  Administration  to  hundreds  of  millions. 
The  vindication  of  the  old  Administration  was 
now  triumphant  against  the  charges  which  had 
every  where  been  urged  and  reiterated  by  the 
friends  of  the  new  Administration.  He  and  his 
friend  frcm  Missouri  [Mr.  Bbntom]  had  challenged 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Opposition  in  May  last,  fc» 
point  out  the  items  of  that  extravagance  of  which 
they  complained  iu  the  aggregate.  This  challenge 
had  not  then  been  accepted.  They  remained  si- 
lent. The  Senator  from  Kentucky  bad  now  come 
forth  with  his  specifications,  and  what  was  their 
character?  They  afforded  ample  testimony  that 
the  working  of  our  Republican  Administration  had 
been  admirable.  Indeed,  no  Administration  in  this 
country  could  squander  the  people's  money  without 
detection,  because  the  people  always  keep  a  vigi- 
lant eye  over  their  public  servants.  A  Republican 
Administration  would  not  if  it  could,  as  it  could 
not  if  it  would,  be  guilty  of  extravagance.  Their 
own  high  principles  would  condemn  and  forbid  the 
act.  Tbeie  was  no  possibility,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion of  our  Republic,  that  any  Administration 
could  be  guilty  of  expending  money  on  useless 
and  extravagant  objects,  without  the  previous  au- 
thority of  Congress.  And  here  he  was  about  to 
say,  tbat  the  honorable  Senator  had  treated  a  por- 
tion of  his  argument  unfairly;  but  he  would  not 
apply  such  a  term,  as  he  bad  never  met  with  un- 
fairness from  that  source.  The  Senator  bad  stated 
that  he  (Mr.  B  )  had  maintained  that  the  President 
could  not  be  held  responsible  for  the  extravagance 
of  officers  acting  under  his  authority.  Heaven 
forbid !  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  should  ever  'have  enter- 
tained such  an  idea.  Far,  very  far  from  it  The 
President's  task  was  an  arduous  one.  Whilst  it 
was  the  most  honorable,  it  was  al*o  the  most  re- 
sponsible station  on  earth.  He  bed  the  selection 
of  his  own  agents,  and.  their  improper  acts  most 
slways  attach  odium  to  him.  If  his  station  were 
high,  hs  responsibility  was  and  ought  to  be  great 

Now,  for  what  had  be  (Mr.  B.)  contended?  He 
had  taken  up  the  triumphant  report  of  the  Secreta- 


ry of  the  Treasury~a  report  which  coaJd  not  be 
met— and  had  presented  from  it  the  expenditures  of 
the  Administration  under  their  appropriate  heads, 
and  demanded  whether  any  man  could  conphunof 
them  as  furnishing  evidence  of  Executive  esnv 
vagaooe.  What  was  the  nature  of  Bieeativeati. 
mates?  Did  the  Executive  ever  send  estimates  of 
expenditures  to  Congress  which  were  not  demanded 
by  pre-existing  laws?  It  was  his  duty  to  go  tbreujh 
the  statute  bo  k  and  furntfh  estimates  of  u» 
amount  required  to  execute  existing  acts  of  Con- 
gress; and  whilst  he  confined  himself  to  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty,  be  was  under  no  reipoasi. 
bility  whatever.  Congress,  and  not  the  Preskteat, 
were  then  responsible.  That  was  the  poiar.  The 
President  stood  upon  the  laws  of  ihe  bud,  and  had 
confined  his  estimates  strictly  to  what  they  enjoined. 
He  could  not  repeal  any  law.  On  the  contrary,  he 
was  bound  to  carry  every  law  ioto  execution. 

Tnere  was,  he  had  expressly  admitted,  a  claw  of 
cases  in  which  a  President  ought  to  be  held  respea- 
sible  for  extravagance:  and  this  was  when  be  re* 
cemmeoded  unwise  and  unnecessary  objects  of  ex- 
pense  to  Congress,  He  would  also  be  responsible, 
in  a  great  degree,  for  the  expenditures  voted  by  bh 
party  in  Congress  even  without  his  express  recom- 
mendation, because  it  was  fair  to  presume  that  be 
and  they  acted  in  harmony  on  all  great  public  net- 
sures. 

Again:  He  bad  declared  mat  the  Executive 
might  be  justly  held  responsible  for  the  economical 
expenditure  of  public  money  wbeoever  gross  soma 
were  appropriated  towards  the  sccompliduaent  ef 
particular  objects,  and  the  employment  of  the 
money,  was  thus  necessarily  subjected  to  his  discre- 
tion. In  such  a  case,  it  was  his  duty  to  see  that 
the  object  should  be  accomplished  in  the  cheapest 
aad  best  manner;  and  if  he  failed  to  de  so,  he  its 
justly  censurable.  Responsibility!  Yes,  the  Ea> 
cutive  was,  and,  on  principle,  ought  ever  to  be,  heW 
responsible  for  the  economical  expenditure  of  the 
public  money,  in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  Congress. 

Under  all  these  admissions,  said  Mr.  B.  I  ask  the 
Senator  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  point  out  a  single  head  of  expav 
ture  with  which  the  country  could  have  dispensed. 
He  [Mr.  Cmttxnden]  said,  yesterday,  that  he  did 
not  complain  of  any  of  those  objects  of  expendi- 
ture. No,  he  did  not— he  could  not;  for,  from  the 
first  to  the  iart,  there  was  nothing  in  tbat  list  which 
could  have  been  avoided,  with  a  proper  regaid  to 
the  interests  of  the  country.  He  might  add,  that 
he  believed  there  was  nothing  in  that  list  which  had 
not  received  the  support  of  the  Opposition, «  weft 
as  the  Administration  party  on  this  floor. 

He  bad  but  a  few  words  more  to  say  Preference 
to  the  four  items  to  which  the  Senator  had  specially 
referred.  He  deemed  ii  unnecessary  to  follow aha 
at  length,  because  he  had  already  furnished  what 
he  believed  to  be  the  facts;  and  they  constituted  the 
best  refutation  of  bis  [Mr.  CairnciroisiJ  argu- 
ments. 

In  regard  to  the  three  hundred  men  tabes  hm 
Missouri,  the  Secretary  of  War  m'gat  hawjeuj** 
unwisely.  He  might  possibly,  with  eqaal  advan- 
tage to  the  service,  have  taken  a  like  number  of 
men  from  Alabama,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  or  Ken- 
tucky. The  people  of  these  States  were  all  eqaaiy 
brave  with  those  of  Mtesotari.  There  was  no  oat* 
tion  about  that.  But  if  the  Secretary  had  thasgpl 
proper  to  employ  three  hundred  Western  hunters 
and  trappers  from  Missouri,  who  were  belietedta 
possess  more  experience  in  the  mode  eft***** 
Indians,  and  driving  them  out  of  their  fttAjsm 
could  the  difference  of  expense  in  transporting  nate 
men  from  Missouri  to  Florida,  above  that  of  nan- 
porting  a  like  number  from  Kentucky,  be  nas>  a 
matter  of  grave  accusation  against  the  Kxecaufw 
The  Secretary  may  have  judged  unwisely,  and  tat 
President  may  he  responsible;  but  it  was  as  UgW  a 
responsibility  as  ever  President  bore.  UaJottt* 
nately,  a  number  of  the  horses  belonging  ft)  these 
men  were  lost,  and  the  Government  had  to  pay  wj 
them;  but  this  could  not  have  been  foreseen.  An 
this  might  have  been  an  error  in  judgment,  taoeji 
he  (Mr.  B.)  believed  it  was  not;  still  it  could  never 
be  converted  into  a  subject  of  serious  charge  agaiBit 
the  President,  or  prove  that  be  had  keen  t^ty" 
extravagance*    In  attempting  to  magnify  into  »' 
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portanee  so  small  a  matter,  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky had  uncon>ciously  bestowed  ene  of  the  high-' 
est  compliments  which  he  could  pay  to  the  econo- 
my of  the  Administration. 

la  regard  to  the  provisions  conveyed  to  the  Che- 
rokee country- — we  know  there  was  not  only  dan- 
ger of  a  war  with  this  powerful  tribe  of  Indians, 
hot  that  an  incipient  war  then  already  existed. 
Blood  had  then  been  shed,  according  to  bis  best  re- 
collection. The  whole  neighboring  conn  try  was  in 
commotion,  and  the  people  of  the  surrounding 
States  were  terrified  and  alarmed.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Administration 
to  collect  troops  for  ibe  defence  of  the  country  and 
the  removal  of  the  Indian*.?  And  he  asked  the 
honorable  Senator  if  these  troubles  had  not  ended 
in  peace;  if  war  bad  been  the  result,  and  an  army 
had  been  collected  there  without  provisions,  might 
not  the  Administration,  with  great  jus'ice,  have 
been  attacked  for  their  improvidence?  In  such  an 
event,  they  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  criminal 
dereliction  of  duty,  not  only  against  the  army  and 
the  people  of  the  Slates  where  the  Indiana  were  lo- 
cated, but  against  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
Stales.  And  yet  the  burden  of  the  Senator's  charge 
against  the  Administration,  is  for  doing  an  act, 
which,  if  they  had  not  done,  might  bave  resulted 
in  disastrous  consequences  to  the  whole  country, 
in  case  the  threatened  war  bad  not  been  avoided.  It 
became,  therefore,  absolutely  indispensab'e'to  collect 
these  provisions  for  the  subsistence  of  the  at  my; 
and  it  was  only  because,  through  the  mercy  of  a 
wise  and  over-ruling  Providence,  another  Indian 
war  had  been  averted  from  the  people  of  Georgia 
and  the  surrounding  Sates,  ihat  thh  transaction 
could  possibly  have  been  converted  into  a  charge 
of  extravagance  against  the  Administration.  W  h  j 
then  can  be  justly  blamed?  There  were  the  provi- 
sions and  we  ought  to  be  thankful  that  they  were 
not  all  rendered  necessary.  We  had  peace  instead 
of  war;  and  by  the  early  dismissal  of  the  troops, 
alt  of  these  provisions  could  not  be  consumed. 
Now  he,  Mr.  B.  shrunk  from  no  responsibility  on 
this  occasion.  He  admitted  that  the  Administration 
were  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  General  Scott, 
a  gentleman  for  whom  he  entertained  the  highest  re  • 
gard  and  esteem.  That  General  had  done  but  his 
duty  as  commander  of  the  forces,  in  ordering  these 
provision*,  which  he  could  not  use,  to  be  sold.  In- 
deed he  could  not  have  acted  otherwise. 

But  the  Senator  had  intimated  that  this  sale  was 
not  fairly  made;  and  that  gold  and  silver  being  re- 
quired in  payment,  the  purchasers  were  Govern- 
meat  agents,  who  bought  in  the  provisions  at  a  low 
rate,  with  Government  money,  for  their  own  pri- 
vate emolument  If  this  were  true,  every  one  of 
these  officers  ought  to  be  instantly  dismissed.  It 
was  a  Jreavy  charge,  and  the  Senator  did  not  pre- 
tend to  know  any  thing  about  it,  except  from  news- 
paper rumors,  which  were  certainly  not  the  most 
authentioKEource  of  information.  He,  Mr.  B.  bad 
heard  that  some  of  these  provisions  *  ere  damaged, 
and  he  had  learned  from  tbe  most  authentic  source 
that  Ross  would  not  purchase  provisions  from  the 
contractors  at  any  price,  though  he  might  have 
used  them  advantageously  in  removing  the  Indians. 
It  is  much  more  probable  that  tbe  distance  of  these 
provisions  from  any  point  where  they  could  have 
been  sold  for  their  value,  and  the  conseqaent  cost 
of  transportation  to  such  a  place,  together  with  the 
perishable  nature  of  some  of  them,  were  the  rea- 
sons why  they  did  not  command  a  greater  price, 
than  that  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  Government 
had  been  guilty  of  any  fraudulent  conduct.  This, 
then,  was  among  the  sins  of  extravagance  charged 
against  Mr.  Van  Buren,  although  he  knew  nothing 
about  it  until  long  after  it  took  place  Happy,  in- 
deed, would  be  the  fate  of  the  succeeding  Adminis- 
tration, if  no  heavier  charge  could  be  made  against 
them  at  the  end  of  their  term  of  service. 

A  few  words  more  in  regard  to  the  Florida  war. 
When  Congress  omitted  to  provide  regular  troops 
for  the  defence  of  Florida,  what  was  the  only  al- 
ternative left?  Did  not  this  omission  necessarily 
devolve  upon  the  President  the  duly  of  calling  out 
the  militia  for  that  porocse,  under  the  Constitution 
and  existing  law*?  The  neglect  of  Congress  to 
raise  the  force  required  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
did  not  prohibit  tym  from  availing  himself  of  the 


militia;  but,  on  the  contrary,  rendered  a  resort  to 
them  imperatively  necessary.  The  militia  law  still 
remained  in  full  force;  and  to  that,  and  that  alone, 
could  be  recur  for  the  defence  of  Florida. 

[Mr.  Crittenden  here  inquired  whether  Briga- 
dier General  Read  was  not  an  officer  of  the  United 
States  Army.] 

Mr.  Buchanih  said  certainly  not.  In  his  fa- 
mous order,  to  which  tbe  Senator  had  himself  re- . 
ferred,  he  had  styled  himself  Brigandier  General 
of  the  Florida  Brigade.  He  was  not  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  Army;  but  of  the  Florida  militia; 
and  be  (Mr.  B.)  understood  they  bad  been  called 
into  service  under  the  authority  of  our  existing  mi- 
litia laws.  And  what  else  could  the  Secretary  have 
done  under  the  circumstance*?  What  el*e  would 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  himself  have  done  had 
he  been  Secretary  of  Wai?  Would  he  bave  aban- 
doned Florida  whilst  Florida  was  bleeding  at  every 
pore?  Would  he  have  said,  "I  demanded  a  mounted 
regiment  of  regular  troops  and  Congress  refused 
to  grant  it,  and  because  they  refused,  I  shall  not 
order  the  militia  into  service,  notwithstanding  the 
existing  law  renders  this  my  duty.  Let  the  blood 
shed  in  Florida  be  upon  the  head  of  Congress,  I  am 
innocent !"  Mo,  there  was  not  a  man  in  America 
who  would  not  have  recoiled  from  such  reasoning, 
and  none  sooner  or  more  repulsively  than  the  ho- 
norable Senator  himself. 

And  yet,  with  all  bis  eloquence  and  ingenuity,  to 
what  had  he  finally  been  driven?  To  read  an  ex- 
tract from  some  newspaper,  the  name  of  which  be 
had  not  thought  proper  to  give  us,  for  the  purpose 
of  exejting  a  laugh  and  a  Fneer  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States.  All  this  was  uat  the  expense  of 
Uncle  Sam;"  but,  from  information  derived  from 
the  D  partment  itself,  he  ct.uld  assure  the  gentle- 
man thai  these  militia  infantry  did  not,  as  the  paper 
I  alleged,  receive  $18,  but  merely  f  7  per  month— the 
pay  of  United  States  infantry  soldiers;  and  that, 
too,  without  either  bounty,  clothing,  or  rations. 
Now,  Heaven  forbid  that  the  time  may  ever  ar- 
rive, in  this  country,  when  Senators  should  serious- 
ly attempt  to  criminate  any  Administration  on  this 
floor  by  bringing  here  the  tittle-tattle  of  a  newspa- 
per, whilst  they  could  obtain  the  information  de- 
sired in  an  authentic  and  official  form  from  the  pro- 
per Departu  ent.  How  unnecessary  aswell  as  unjust, 
was  it  to  attempt  to  prove  a  high  officer  of 
the  Government  guilty  of  misconduct  by  newspa- 
per statements,  when,  upon  the  motion  of  any 
member,  the  power  of  the  Senate  would  at  any 
time  be  exerted  to  prove  him  guilty,  if  guilty  he 
were,  by  official  documents  authenticated  under  his 
own  hand?  And  yet  this  was  the  course  which  the 
honorable  Senator  had  thought  proper  to  pursue. 

But,  says  the  Senator,  how  could  these  t*o  hun- 
dred militia  infantry  have  raised  a  crop  of  corn  be- 
tween the  last  adjournment  of  Congress  in  July 
and  the  ptesent  time?  But  had  he  not  informed  the 
Senator  that  while  the  question  was  depending  be- 
fore Congress,  whether  mounted  men  should  be 
raised  for  tbe  defence  of  Florida,  the  Governor  of 
that  Territory,  knowing  that  the  expen«e  would 
eventually  fall  upon  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  had  called  these  men  into  service  before  our 
adjournment,  and  under  the  Secretary's  advice  he 
had  adopted  the  policy  previously  pursued  to  en- 
courage the  raising  of  provisions  for  the  army)  If 
the  gentleman  thought  proper,  at  any  time,  to  call 
for  authentic  information  on  this  subject,  it  would 
be  furnished  him  most  cheerfully  by  the  Depart- 
ment. 

These,  then,  are  the  items  of  extravagance  with 
which  the  retiring  Administration  were  charged, 
and  this  was  the  indictment  preferred  against  them. 
!  The  branch  mints  are  still  continued;  and  the  Pre- 
I  sident  is  condemned  because,  forsooth,  he  does  not 
aboHhh  them!  Now  could  the  President  repeal  the 
law  which  created  them?  Could  he  undertake  to 
say  he  would  not  execute  the  will  of  Congress  de- 
clared by  an  act  of  Congres*?  If  he  had  closed 
these  mints  by  his  own  authority,  he  would  have 
been  guilty  of  the  highest  crime  against  the  Consti- 
tution of  his  country.  He  would,  by  usurping  the 
prerogative  cf  annulling  ac's  of  Congress,  have 
placed  himself  above  the  Legislative  power. 
"  He  might  then,  with  justice,  have  been 
denounced  and  coadeancd  as  a  tyrant.    And  yet 


it  has  been  made  a  grave  accusation  against  the 
President,  that  he  had  not  shut  up  these  branch 
mints,  because  they  were  too  expensive — that  be 
had  not  done  an  act,  for  doing  which  he  ought  to 
have  been  impeached  and  deprived  of  his  high  of- 
fice. The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Ma*» 
odm]  took  a  more  correct  vieWof  this  subject  He 
thought,  with  him  (Mr.  B.)  that  Congress  was  the 
proper  source  of  power  in  such  cases.  Let  us 
move  on  in  the  ancient  constitutional  manner;  and 
although  there  might  be  some  "prospects"  of  gold 
around  Dahkutega  and  Charlotte,  he  would  vote  at 
any  moment  for  the  repeal  of  tbe  law  which  had 
established  these  branch  mints.  He  believed  them 
to  be  unnecessary;  but  how  the  present  Administra- 
tion could  be  held  responsible  for  their  expenses,  he 
was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  determine.  Nothing  but  the 
ingenuity  of  the  honorable  Senator  could  ever  have 
led  to  tbe  suggestion.  He  could  draw  upon  the 
abundant  fountain  of  his  wit,  and  turn  the  most  se- 
rious subjects  into  ridicule,  when  it  auiled  his  pur- 
pose; but  be  would  never  succeed  in  blotting  oat 
from  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  country  the 
gratitude  which  they  would  yet  feel  towards  an  Ad- 
ministration against  which  no  charges  of  extrava- 
gance could  be  made,  except  such  as  he  had  enume- 
rated.  ■> 

THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 
REMARKS  OF  MR.  NORVELL, 

OF  MICHIGAN, 
In  SitiaU,  Thursday,  Ftbruary  4,  1841— On  the 
Bankrupt  bill. 
Mr.  NORVELL  sa  d:  The  amendment  submit- 
te  1  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton]  to 
the  bankrupt  bill,  now  under  consideration,  re* 
quired  the  consent  of  two- thirds  of  the  creditors, 
in  value  and  number,  before  the  debtor  could  re- 
ceive a  certificate  securing  him  the  benefit  of  the 
act.  He  hoped  that  the  amendment  would  tot  be 
adopted  by  the  Senate.  Its  effect  would  be  to  sub- 
ject debtors  to  the  tender  mercy  of  their  creditors. 
It  was  a  remnant  of  the  old  spirit,  the  pound  of 
flesh  spirit,  which  prevailed  in  the  age  of  Shy  lock. 
He  would  rather  see  no  bill  pass,thanone  with  such 
a  provision  in  it.  It  would  only  harass  and  annoy 
the  unfortunate,  and  expose  him  to  an  ordeal  at 
once  grating  and  cruel.  The  Seiatcr  said 
that  his  amendment  was  sanctioned  by .  that 
provision  in  the  Constitution,  which  prohibit* 
ed  us  from  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts* 
No  such  provision  was  to  be  found  in  the  Consti- 
tution.  A  clause  is  in  thai  instrument,  forbidding 
the  States  from  passing  any  law  impairing  the  ob- 
ligation of  contracts.  Tbe  power,  given  to  Con- 
gress exclusively,  to  enact  uniform  laws  on  tbe 
subject  of  bankruptcies,  in  his  judgment,  implied 
and  comprehended  the  necessary  authority  to 
change  the  character  of  contracts,  so  far  as  to  re- 
lease the  debtor  upon  the  surrender  of  all  the  pro* 
Kerty,  and  to  protect  the  future  acquisitions  which 
c  might  make.  On  this  point  he  entertained  no 
doubt.  No  bankrupt  law  would  be  of  much  ser- 
vice, unless  it  embraced  such  a  principle.  But  if 
Congress  could  pats  no  law  impairing  the  obliga- 
tion of  contracts,  bow  could  they  pass  an  act,  with 
the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  cred  tors,  impair- 
ing the  obligation  of  the  contract  of  a  debtor  with 
the  other  third  of  his  creditors?  If  the  argu- 
ment of  the  honorable  Senator  amounted  to  any 
thing,  a  debtor  could  not  receive  a  certifi- 
cate ef  release  as  long  as  a  single  creditor  refused 
his  consent  to  the  granting  of  the  certificate.  But 
there  was  nothing  in  the  argument.  The  power  of 
Congress  was  ample  on  the  subject.  And  if  they 
would  not  perform  their  duty— if  they  still  refused 
ts  exercise  a  power  beneficent  in  its  tendency  to- 
wards a  large  portion  of  the  American  people— let 
them  return  it  to  the  States,  from  which  they"had 

received  it.  He  was  sorry  to  say,  that  the  course 
of  Senators  lagged  behind  the  spirit  of  the  age. 
They  did  not  keep  op  with  the  sentiments  and  feel- 
ings of  the  people.    The  great  mass  of  the  people 

were  in  favor  *f  the  \  assage  of  such  a  bill  as  was 
now  before  the  Senate,  whether  memorials  had  been 
presented  from  this  or  that  State  on  the  subject.  A 
disregard  of  the  advances  made  by  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  in  principles  of  this  kind,  might  well 
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account  for  some  of  tbe  great  political  changes 
which  we  had  all  witnessed  within  the  last  year  c  r 
two.  He  trusted  that  a  bill,  demanded  by  all  tha 
considerations  of  humanity,  mercy,  and  the  public 
good,  wculd  pass,  without  any  such  amendments 
was  now  proposed  to  it. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  SHEPARD, 

OF  NORTII  CAROLINA, 
H  the  How*  cf  AeprtsenUtvHi,  Ftbnury  4,  1841 — 

In  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 

Union,  on  the  Treasury  Note  bill. 

Mr.  Baekabd  of  New  York  proposed  to  make  a 
loan  of  #10,000,000. 

Mr.  Stanly  of  North  Carolina  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  lay  a  duty  of  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on 
silks,  SO  per  cent,  on  wines,  and  20  per  cent,  on 
linens. 

Mr.  SHEPARD  addressed  tbe  committee  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chiieman:  I  am  reluctant  to  continue  this 
discussion,  but  honorable  gentlemen  have  advanced 
doctrines  wujch  I  consider  of  a  dangerous  tendeccy, 
and  I  cannot  forbear  to  express  my  own  opinions. 
Since  the  commercial  revulsion  of  1837,  the  income 
of  this  Government  has  not  been  equal  to  its  ex- 
penditure. In  the  years  of  plenty,  the  surplus  re- 
venue was  divided  among  the  Stales,  and  now,  in 
the  day  of  comparative  famine,  no  willingness  is 
manifested  to  curtail  expenses,  but  a  proposition  is 
made  to  increase  the  burdens  of  the  people.  The 
member  from  Maine  [Mr.  Evans]  has  asked,  "in 
what  branch  of  the  public  service  can  reduction  be 
madel"  I  shall  not  set  up  for  a  political  puriian, 
but  I  point  to  the  unnecessary  length  of  our  ses- 
sions, to  the  disgraceful  amount  of  contingencies, 
the  enormous  increase  in  the  cost  of  collecting  the 
revenue,  and  1  believe  that  a  faithful  examination 
would  unfold  much  more,  that  requires  the  knife 
and  the  caustic.  Economy,  however,  should  not 
approach  stinginess,  for  this  would  ultimately  prove 
the  grossest  extravagance;  let  worth  and  talent  be 
well  rewarded,  and  if  sinecures  be  abolished,  sala- 
ries reduced  in  proportion  to  the  service  rendered, 
and  no  expenses  incurred  for  the  special  benefit  of 
individuals  or  sections,  I  indulge  the  hope  that,  af- 
ter the  revival  of  trade,  the  revenue  will  be  amply 
sufficient  for  all  the  wants  of  Government.  Gen- 
tlemen have  poured  forth  cataracts  of  eloquence 
on  (he  subject  of  corruption,  but  they  err  in  laying, 
the  whole  blame  on  either  of  the  great  parties  it  is 
immaterial  who  is  the  Presiden',  or  what  faction 
has  the  ascendency;  if  much  money  be  placed  un- 
der the  control  of  politicians,  there  is  reason  to  fear 
that  it  will  be  used  to  advance  tbe  sehemes  of  par- 
ty, and  to  promote  the  interest  of  cunning  leaders. 
Iris  wfre,  therefore,  to  save  our  rulers  from  temp- 
tation; it  is  just  to  let  the  people  bold  their  own  pro- 
pel ty,  and  to,  lake  the  smallest  portion  of  their; 
earnings,  that  the  public  service  will  admit. 

- 1  am  opposed  to  the  levy  of  new  taxes,  until  an 
honest  effort  be  made  to  economise,  and  I  will  not 
consent  that  three  articles  shall  be  selected  at  the 
present  time  for  the  partial  legislation  of  Congress. 
A  new  President  will  shortly  be  in  office;  those,  who 
nave  assumed  all  the  wisdom  and  viitue  of  the  land, 
will  have  the  reins  of  Government,  and  they  should 
bear  its  responsibilities.  At  the  next  session  the 
whole  system  of  taxation  must  be  revised,  and  there 
is  no  necessity  for  anticipating  the  deliberations  of 
our  successors;  let  timely  warning  be  given  to  all 
the  great  interests  of  the  country;  let  the  public 
mind  be  drawn  to  this  important  subject  in  all  its  re* 
lations,  and  I  bope  that  the  qnestion  will  be  settled 
on  a  basis,  satisfactory  to  all,  and  oppressive  to' 
none. 

A  tax  on  imports  is  easy  of  collection,  and  borne 
without  murmur  by  the  mass,  because  its  subtle 
operation  is  not  perceived,  though  it  is  not  the  less 
powerful  in  its  effect,  or  less  liable  to  abuse,  and 
should  be  watched  with  jealousy.  The  consumer 
pays  the  duty,  and,  if  the  article  be  limited  in  qn  en- 
tity or  of  indispensable  necessity,  this  would  be  the 
end  of  the  matter,  and  oae  man  would  not  have 
more  right  to  complain  than  another.  Bat  where 
the  consumption  depends  on  the  price,  the  impost 
baa  a  much  a  wider  bearing.  If  cloth  and  mola^sev 
be  cheaa,  more  of  these  comforts  will  be  used  than 


when  dear;  a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on 
the  former,  and  of  5  cents  on  the  lattsr,  must  dimi- 
nish importation,  or  keep  out  of  the  country  much 
that  would  otherwise  enter.  The  foreigner  is  not 
the  only  per- on  who  would  be  injured  by  this  re- 
sult. His  merchandise  comes  here  in  exchange  for 
our  productions — the  trader  of  the  city  is  a  mere 
agent  of  the  industrious  classes,  he  bujs  the  corn, 
cotton,  the  tobacco,  the  naval  stores,  the  manufac- 
tures of  domestic  labor,  and  gives  them  for  the  pro- 
ducts of  other  climes  and  other  people.  All  com- 
merce is  resolvable  into  (be  grrat  principle  of  ex- 
change; if  the  country  sells  nothing,  it  can  buy 
nothing;  if  it  exports  nothing  it  can  import  nothing; 
and  that  which  comes  here  in  the  shape  of  foreign 
good?,  is  only  another  form  of  our  own  ptoperty, 
and  is  as  much  American  industry,  as  the  grass  of 
our  fields,  or  the  cloth  of  our  factories.  Any  dis- 
tinction between  (h?m  is  fallacious  and  unjust. 

If  a  tax,  therefore,  on  foreign  merchandise  di- 
minish its  consumption,  domestic  produce,  which 
is  exchanged  for  that  merchandise,  is  indirectly  af- 
fected. If  we  buy  leys  of  the  foreigner,  he  is  com- 
pelled to  buy  less  of  us;  if  we  cease  to  Uke  that 
which  he  can  give,  the  market  for  the  products  cf 
our  own  labor  i*  lessened  in  like  proportion.  The 
exact  degree  to  which  the  produce  is  injured  by  the 
customs,  cannot  be  estimated  with  certainty,  for 
trade,  when  driven  from  one  path,  will  generally 
find  another;  but  as  the  natural  course  of  things  is 
the  mo&t  profitable,  any  law,  which  obstructs  the 
free  interchange  of  commodities,  and  aims  at  the 
establishment  of  an  artificial  system,  must  be  bur- 
densome to  those  classes,  on  whose  industry  the  ex- 
periment is  made. 

But,  sir,  let  us  leave  theory,  and  take  a  more 
practical  view  of  tbe  subject.  In  1839  the  exports 
of  the  United  States  were  valued  at  $103,533,891 — 
of  which  $63,430,845  went  to  England,  and 
$16,553,667  to  France;  in  that  year  cotton  was 
shipped  to  the  amount  of  $61,238,982,  of  which 
$46,137,365  went  to  Great  Britain,  and  $13,323,142 
to  Prance— $9,832,943  of  tobacco  was  exported, 
of  which  $5362,331  went  to  England,  and  $901,- 
950  to  France— $2,460,198  of  rice  was  dipped— 
$688,800  of  naval  stores,  of  which  $501,584  went 
to  England.  It  thus  appears  that  cotton,  tobacco, 
rice,  and  naval  stores,  constitute  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  exports  of  the  country,  ($74,220,923,) 
and  that  England  and  France  are  the  gteat  mar- 
kets, to  which  these  productions  are  canied.  In- 
dian corn  and  timber  would  swell  this  sum  con- 
siderably; they  are  left  out  of  tbe  calculaion,  be- 
cause they  are  not  exclusively  the  product  of  the 
six  or  seven  States,  which  rai^e  the  great  amount 
above  mentioned.  The  imports  of  tbe  same  year 
amounted  to  $162,092,132,  of  wrjich  $71,600,351 
came  from  England,  and  $33,264 ,119  from  France, 
consisting  principally  of  the  manufactures  of  wool, 
cotton,  iron,  linen,  silk,  Ac.  These  facts  prove 
that  an  immense  trade  exists  between  the  countries, 
founded  on  the  mutual  wants  of  the  people, 
and  the  variety  of  their  industry—a  trade  that 
that  would  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion, and  the  growing  demands  of  civilized  life,  if 
not  disturbed  by  political  quackery.  England  re- 
quires the  raw  material,  but  her  climate  forbids  the 
culture.  America  needs  the  produce  of  British 
workmanship,  but  she  cannot  struggle  with  ma- 
tured skill,  vast  capital,  and  low  .-vsges.  Such  ties 
bind  together  tbe  nations  of  the  earth.  The  gifts  of 
Providence  are  widely  distributed,  perhaps,  to  show 
man  that  his  real  interest  and  substantial  comfort 
are  promote  %  by  peace  and  harmony. 

If,  for  any  purpose,  a  tax  is  I  a  LI  on  iron  and 
woollen,  so  that  the  foreign  manufacture  is  driven 
out  of  the  market,  or  its  consumption  diminished, 
the  foreigner  will  take  less  of  cotton,  tobacco,  naval 
stores,  or  o;her  domestic  articles,  which  were  ex- 
changed for  his  own.  The  revenue  of  this  country 
is  principally  derived  from  duties  on  the  manufac- 
tures of  Great  Britain:  her  cotton  goods,  her  wool- 
len cloth,  her  iron,  hrr  glass,  and  her  sugar,  have 
been  the  great  objects  c  f  attack—they  have  sns- 
tiined  the  burden  of  the  Federal  Government, 
though  this  very  England  con  nnus  nearly  two- 
third*  of  our  domestic  productions,  in  aiming  a 
blow  at  the  foreigner,  you  strike  one  of  your  own 
citizens;  the  tax  collected  is  paid  by  the  consumer, 


but  tbe  effect  rraches  the  producer,  and  all  interest. 
ed  in  his  provpe  rity.  This  producer  is  lac  agrictl. 
turist  of  the  Southern  Siaies— the  cotton  grower, 
the  tobacco  planter,  and  the  getter  of  naval  Mores: 
the  raiser  of  Indian  corn  is  atao  concerned,  for  hii 
maiket  is  among  the  planters,  devo'cd  to  other  pro- 
ducts, and  every  citizen  of  those  States,  whate?er 
may  be  his  occupation,  is  benefited  by  maintaining  ' 
the  value  of  the  staples,  which  give  strength  tad 
wealth  to  the  Southern  community. 

If  this  reasoning  be  sound,  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment indirectly  taxes  the  industry  of  a  few  States. 
This  will  bring  lo  complaint  from  me,  whilst  tbe 
burden  is  reasonable,  and  the  money  is  used  for 
wise  and  constitutional  purposes.  Bat  taxation 
should  be  equal.  All  receive  protection  from 
the  Government,  and  all  eijoy  its  inesiinu* 
ble  blessing?;  a  tax  is  levied  on  the  agricul- 
turist,th*ugh  his  property  requires  no  more  vigilance 
than  that  of  other  citizens,  and  why  should 
the  domestic  manufacturer  escape?  Is  he  a  belter 
man,  or  a  braver  soldier?  Does  he  contribate 
more  to  the  wealth  of  the  country?  Is  he  mote 
liberal  in  his  means  or  policy?  And  yet  ht  is  tbe 
favorite  of  the  Government,  living  without  taxa* 
tion,  possessing  the  home  market  by  warring  agam.t 
foreign  article 8,  and,  as  I  will  proceed  to  show, 
having  the  advantage  of  free  trade  with  foreign 
States. 

By  the  "Compromise  act"  of  1833,  silks  and 
linens  were  admitted  free  of  duty.  Ths  was  done, 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  planter,  fur  the  bene- 
fit of  the  manufacturer:  he  did  not  produce  silk  and 
linen  goods,  and  insisted  that  the  whole  tax  should 
be  laid  on  iron,  cotton,  woollens,  and  other  neces- 
saries of  life,  because,  in  these  thing;,  he  was  a 
rival  to  the  foreigner.  The  consequence  is,  that 
the  trade  between  France  and  tbe  United  States  has 
greatly  incr-asfd;  in  1830  the  silks  imported  were 
valued  at  $5,774,010;  in  1835  they  went  up  to 
$16  247,782;  in  1839  to  #21,350,669.  Tbe  whole 
exportation  of  cotton  to  France  has  also  increased, 
amounting  in  1832  to  little  more  than  $7,500,000, 
and  now  to  $13,323,142.  Here  is  a  powerful  ar- 
gument iu  favor  of  free  trade;  restriction  ii  the  mala- 
ria of  commerce,  its  fetid  breath  deadrns  enterprise, 
and  when  it  passes  away,  every  thing  springs  into 
life  and  actividy.  What  was  intended  to  be  a  gra- 
tuity to  the  manufacturer,  has  become  useful  to  the 
cotton  planter.  France  concumes  nearly  a  fourth 
of  the  crop;  she  h  steadily  improving  id  sk  II  and 
means,  and  may  become  a  n  /al  market  to  Eng- 
land for  the  great  staple.  But  if  a  duty  be  un- , 
posed  on  linens  and  silk*,  this  fair  prospect  miy 
be  seriously  darkened;  wis^  rulers  will  hesitate  be- 
fore they  take  a  siep  of  such  importance  without 
urgent  necessity. 

Glance  your  eye,  sir,  over  the  list  of  import* 
tions.  You  will  find  that  heavy  duties  are  impose! 
on  nearly  all  the  articles  which  come  here  in  ex- 
change for  cotton,  tobacco,  &c.  except  woistedn 
wines,  and  these  two,  which  are  now  selected  foe 
taxation.  This  is  the  only  redeeming  ffttore  in 
the  system  of  injustice;  and  yet  gentlemen  seem 
anxious  to  complete  their  work,  and  make  it  utterly 
hideous.  If  more  revenue  be  absolutely  necessary, 
it  is  at  least  decent  that  Southern  agriculture  saoaid 
not  bear  the  whole  burden;  and  I  will  direct  tht  at- 
tention of  honorable  members  to  a  few  objects  that 
have  escaped  notice. 

Shoes  and  leather  are  taxed,  for  the  special  com- 
fort of  the  tanners  and  bout  makers  of  Lynn,  in 
Massachusetts;  but  raw  hides  and  skins  come  in 
free,  to  the  amount  of  $3,158,027:  they  axe  im- 
ported from  Mexico  ana  South  America,  in  ex- 
change for  those  manufactures,  which  the  Gorex* 
men t  basso  bountifully  projected  from  Enropeaa 
competition.  Dyes  io  the  amount  of  $586,4M> 
mahogany  $504,826,  barilla  $150,637,  al*  are  ad- 
mitted free  of  duty:  they  aie  used  by  the  main- 
facturer;  they  com-j  principally  from  South  Ame- 
rica in  exchange  for  the  work  of  the  faron* 
Cofleff,  valued  at  $9,744,103,  is  free:  it  cynics  horn. 
Brazil  and  Caba;  the  former  i$  a  great  market  for 
the  product*  cf  Nonhern  Jabtr,  and  toe  onlj  #<>• 
due  lions  of  ihe"1atier  which  are  tared  heardyinuw 
country  are  sugar,  *hich  the  Creole  of  Lt-uw*1* 
wishes  to  furnish  at  a  high  price,  and  spirits,  which 
our  rulers  fear  might  entice  the  people  ficA  *  *>- 
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amounting  to  |3  424  594,  are  also  free:  they  come 
from  China,  in  exchange  lor  specie,  and  cotton  ma- 
mfaetnres.  In  1839,  there  was  exported  $850,539 
of  fish  to  Cuba,  Hay  u,  and  South  America;  f  600  455 
of  oil  to  the  same  and  the  Hans*  towns;  $3,075,301 
of  cotton  goods  to  Soath  America,  principally; 
f478,14S  of  spermaceti  candles  to  the  same  region; 
|361 840  of  furniture  to  Cuba,  Ac ;  |453  471  of 
soap  and  candles  to  South  America;  $134,538  of 
iron  and  nails  to  Cuba,  &e;  f  748.862  of  manu- 
factures of  iron  to  Soath  America  and  Cuba, 
4te.  Ac;  and  #197,163  of  gunpowder  to  Mex- 
ico and  South  America.  Nutmegs,  pepper, 
cocoa,  to  a  considerable  amonnt,  come  in  free  from 
Holland  and  South  America.  Withont  going 
farther  into  detail,  it  will  be  seen  that  many  other 
articles,  besides  wine,  silk,  and  linens,  are  admit- 
ted free  of  duty;  but  they  are  essential  to  the  fac- 
tories, or  come  in  return  for  the  products  of  manu- 
facturing labor,  and  this*  may  be  a  good  reason  to 
continue  the  bounty.  Mont  than  two  thirds  of  the 
imports  from  England  are  taxed,  and  one-third  of 
those  from  Prance,  whilst  the  merchandise  from 
other  countries  is  admitted  on  more  favorable 
terms  or  entirely  free;  the  commerce,  in  which  the 
agricoltaral  States  of  the  South  are  most  deeply  in* 
terested,  is  shackled  and  embarrassed,  whilst  that 
which  is  carried  on  by  the  industry  of  ether  sec- 
tions, is  placed  on  the  most  liberal  footing.  And 
this  is  done  by  a  Government  established  for  the 
whole  Union.  Sir,  I  will  .not  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Brjccbenridgc]  to  tell  his 
constituents  that  good  policy  and  fair  dealing  for- 
bid such  legislation;  it  might  be  cons.dered  rude, 
an  they  doubtless  think  it  just  to  tax  the  whole 
world*  for  their  own  benefit.  But  1  was  grieved  and 
astounded  to  hear  the  honorable  member  from  Sou'h 
Carolina  [Mr.  Thompson;]  he  has  volunteered  to 
lay  a  harden  on  those  whom  he  represents,  and  he 
will  bespattered  with  praise  for  his  magns  nimity— 
but,  sir,  it  is  a  virtue  that  he  has  no  right  to  prac- 
tise, until  be  is  prepared  to  defray  the  whole  cost. 

The  excuse  for  taxing  wines,  silks,  and  linens,  is 
thai  they  are  luxuries.  The  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia [Mr.  Njsbbt]  talked  of  the  rich  man,  riding  in 
his' carriage  ana  flaunting  in  silk.  Such  language 
gave  me  pain;  it  may  blind  the  people  of  Georgia, 
hot  it  cannot  exalt  the  reputation  of  the  gentleman. 
A  tax  on  the  rich  will  not  benefit  the  poor;  the  fine 
lady  will  use  silk,  though  its  price  be  increased, 
bat  a  heavy  duty  will  debar  the  less  wealthy 
from  such  apparel.  But  this-  cry  proceeds 
s  front  a  scarce,  thai  honest  men  will  uistrust 
— it  comes  from  those  who  established  and 
fastened  on  the  conn  try  the  restrictive  system. 
Mr.  Clay  was  the  author  of  the  act  of  1824,  and 
Mr*  Wnsna  was  the  champion  of  the  law  of 
188ft  by  the  former  a  tax  of  33)  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem  van  placed  on  woollens,  3*  cents  per  square 
yard  on  cotton  bagging,  3  cents  pec  pound  on  cables 
and  other  iron,  5  cents  per  pound  on  nails,  30  per 
eenu  ad  ntfortm  on  scythes,  spade?,  knives,  shovels 
— bv  the  latter  the  duty  on  woollens  was  increased 
to  45  percent,  advalortwt, an  additional  tax  of  10 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  was  pat  on  axes,  drawing 
knives,  adzes,  10  cents  per  gallon  on  molasses,  and 
by  this  or  the  act  of  1832,  10  cents  per  bushel  on 
salt,  and  2s  cents  on  brown  sugar.  These  things 
were  done  to  benefit  the  manufacturers  of  Lowell, 
the  iron  monger  of  Pittsburgh,  the  grower  of  hemp 
in  Kentucky,  and  the  sugar  planter  of  Louisiana: 
the  poor  were  taxed  for  their  blankets,  for  the  ordi- 
nary comforts  of  life,  for  the  utensils  which  gaia 
their  livelihood,  and  the  rights  of  all  were  tram- 
pled  under  foot  to  gratify  ambition  and  cupidity. 
The  bare  memory  of  such  acts  must  fill  every 
soaod  heart  with  indignation;  ineauthors  will  find 
it  difficult  to  assume  the  guardianship  of  the  poor, 
for  professions  will  not  save  them  from  suspicion. 
Btit,  air,  I  am  willing  to  lay  the  greatest  burden  on 
Insane*,  and,  to  test  the  sincerity  of  gentlemen,  I 
ask  them  to  lower  the  tax  on  necessaries;  let  the 
rieb  pay  well  for  silks,  linens,  and  wines,  and  per- 
mit coarse  woollens,  salt,  molasses,  and  iron  to 
come  in  without  any  duty.  Will  our  opponents 
aarse  to  this  proposition?  Will  they  do  any  thing 
thai  is  really  beneficial  to  the  poorer  classes?  No, 
sir,  no;  the  cry  about  laxories  is  a  mere  plea  for 
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getting  money,  to  squander  on  electioneering  pro- 
ject?. If,  however,  gentlemen  prefr  r anothe r  prin- 
ciple, let  an  ad  9ahr$m  <ioty  of  10  per  cent,  be  laid 
on  all  importations,  whether  necessaries  or  luiunes; 
a  common  feature  should  pervade  our  system  of 
taxation;  we  ought  not  to  legislate  against  a  luxury 
to-day,  and  make  war  to-morrow  on  the  common 
necessaries  of  life,  er  the  Government  should  re- 
cognise no  distinction,  and  put  all  on  the  same  foot- 
ins.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  northern  capitalist 
is  beginning  to  manufacture  silk  goods;  the  d^y  is 
past  when  he  can  boldly  ask  for  protection,  but  if 
a  duty  could  be  laid,  under  any  pretence  whatever, 
the  infant  factories  would  swell  into  great  es- 
tablishments, and  the  Whole  people  would  contri- 
bute to  bis  wealth.  This  may  be  one  of  the  secret 
springs  of  the  hypocritical  movement  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor. 

Mr.  Chairman,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  di- 
vide the  friends  of  free  trade,  by  appealing  to  the 
set  fishnets  of  the  tobacco  planter.  We  are  told 
that  a  doty  of  75  cents  per  pound  is  levied  on  to- 
bacco in  England,  and  that  France  prohibits  the 
article,  except  a  certain  quantity  for  the  King,  who 
derives  a  large  revenue  from  its  sale;  these  facts 
are  considered  sound  reasons  for  taxing  wines, 
si  Iks,  and  linens,  in  order  to  force  England  and 
France  to  admit  tobacco  on  more  liberal  terms.  If 
there  was  the  slightest  probability  of  openng  the 
market,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  impose  counter- 
vailing duties;  but  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land to  mention  a  single  instance  where  they  have 
succeeded,  j  hese  nations  themselves  have  been 
waging  a  commercial  warfare  for  centuries;  their 
statute  books  are  full  of  the  most  absurd  regula- 
tions, injurious  to  both  parties,  and  now,  when  the 
error  is  seen,  they  cannot  be  touched,  because  great 
interests  are  dependent  on  the  permanency  of  the 
laws.  England  and  France  are  enormously  in- 
debted, and  they  mast  impose  heavy  taxes  to  pay 
the  interest.  Does  the  member  from  Maryland 
expect  tobacco  to  be  favored,  when  almost  every 
thing  thing  that  is  eaten,  drunken,  or  used  in  those 
countries,  is  grievonsty  burdened?  Perhaps  Eng- 
land  considers  tobacco  a  "luxury,"  and  thinks  it 
right  that  her  aristocracy  should  pay  for  the  enjoy- 
ment; or  she  views  it  as  a  poison,  whose  use  is 
destructive  io  health  and  cleanliness,  and  should  be 
discouraged.  The  climate  of  Great  Britain  is 
good  for  tobacco,  but  its  culture  was  forbidden 
more  than  one  hundred  years  ago.  This  cir- 
cumstance may  throw  light  on  her  policy, 
and  warn  gentlemen  of  the  danger  of  con- 
verting a  consumer  into  a  rival  producer. 
Now,  sir,  is  there  much  hope  of  driving  France 
and;  England  from  their  ancient  policy?  Nego- 
tiation may  ultimately  succeed,  but  the  pride 
of  those  firm  and  gallant  nations  will  be  kindled  at 
any  measure,  which  bears  the  aspect  of  constraint, 
and  the  trade  may  be  still  farther  shackled.  Sup- 
pose, however,  that  retaliatory  duties  should  not 
be  successful,  and  then  the  tax  on  wines,  silks, 
and  linens  will  become  a  real  injury  to  the  planter; 
these  are  some  of  the  articles  which  come  in  ex- 
change for  tobacco,  and,  if  their  consumption  be 
diminished,  the  foreigner  will  be  less  able  to  pur- 
chase the  domestic  product.  So  thai  in  striving  to 
get  more,  we  may  lo:e  the  advantages  already  pos- 
sessed. 

But'  in  quarreling  about  tobacco,  we  may  bring 
down  Ihe  value  of  another  great  staple.  France 
and  England  wilt  take  cotton  in  exchange  for  their 
productions,  and  is  it  wise  or  just  to  embarrass 
a  trade,  that  is  mutually  beneficial,  because  the  ru- 
lers of  Europe  will  not  also  receive  tobacco?  Sir, 
this  would  not  be  dissimilar  to  the  o^ium  war  on 
China.  The  universal  demand  for  the  great  ex- 
port, may  be  a  blessing  conferred,  in  recompense 
for  the  deadly  climate  where  it  grows,  and  I  feel 
sure  that  the  tobacco  planter  will  not  grumble  at 
the  .preference,  or  wish  to  pursue  a  dangerous  po- 
licy at  thejisk  of  injuring  another  citizen.  It  can- 
not be  that  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  fairest 
portion  of  ray  own  State,  will  desert  the  princi- 
ples for  which  they  have  long  struggled;  the  gilded 
bait  now  presented  is  a  deception  of  the  enemy,  to 
lure  them  from  the  safe  ground  heretofore  occupied. 
l>e  outsiders  fair,but  within  is  concealed  the  insira- 
I  meat  that  will  dr»g  them  to  destruction.  If  oar  ranks 


be  broken,  and  the  Government  ooce  more  begin 
to  regulate  industry,  the  stronger  interests  will 
rule  according  to  their  passions  and  their  appetite.: 
>he  his'ory  of  the  past  is  an  index  to  the  future,  and 
the  tariffs  of  1824  and  1828  show  what  may  be  ex- 
pected from  those  who  are  hungry  and  thirsty  after 
plunder. 

Th*  principal  object  of  these  taxing  schemes,  is 
to  prepare  the  way  for  dividing  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  land*  among  the  States.  WVn  Virginia 
ceded  the  Northwestern  Territory  in  1784,  she  de- 
clared that  *  the  lands  shall  be  Considered  a  com* 
man  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
Unit.d  States,  as  have  become  or  shad  become 
members  of  the  Confederation  or  Federal  alliance 
of  the  said  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to 
their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the  general 
charge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  /«it*/uUy 
and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for 
no  other  purpose  whatsoever."  At  that  time,  be- 
fore the  existence  of  the  present  Constitution,  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  was  supplied  by 
assessment  on  the  Sta'es,  in  proportion  to  the  land 
tax  of  each,  and'  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  idea  of 
a  general  fund  should  be  connected  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  usually  raised.  This  ex- 
plains the  language  in  the  latter  part  of  the  para- 
graph above  quoted,  "according  to  their  usual  re- 
spective proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  ex* 
penditure,"  which  has  been  seized  on  as  an  autho- 
rity for  giving  to  the  8tates  the  proceeds  of  the 
land.  A  mind  anxious  for  truth,  and  not  in 
search  of  an  excuse  for  bad  policy,  will  be  satisfied 
that  the  expression  "common  fund,"  evinces  the 
intention  of  Virginia  to  grant  this  Territory  to  the 
States  a  nation,  not  as  separate  communities. 
From  the  lime  of  the  cession,  down  to  a  very  late 
period,  this  opinion  was  universally  entertained, 
and  its  contrary  is  not  heard  of,  till  polricians  be- 
gan to  think  it  a  good  instrument  for  delusion  and 
bribery.  The  grant  of  Virginia  extende  i  only  to 
the  sovereignty  of  the  country;  the  land  itself  be* 
longed  to  the  aborigines,  it  was  purchased  from  (hem 
by  this  Government,  paid  for  by  taxes  levied 
at  the  custom-house,  and  in  every  view  must 
be  considered  a  national  property.  Bat  that  por- 
tion of  the  Northwestern  Territory  which  remains 
unsold,  is  very  small  in  comparison  to  the  im- 
mense domain  which  was  acquired  from  France; 
and  yet  honorable  members  who  use  the  cession  of 
Virginia  as  an  argument,  do  not  distinguish,  and 
intend  to  apply  the  same  principle  of  d  stri button 
to  the  whole  of  that  vast  region.  Whatever  pre- 
tence, therefore,  may  be  set  forth,  and  however  la- 
borious gentlemen  may  be  to  disguise  the  real  cha- 
racter of  this  measure,  it  conceals  a  doctrine  of 
great  magnitude  and  of  momentous  consequences. 
Sir,  is  it  constitutional,  or  is  it  proper,  that  Con- 
gress should  collect  money  for  the  S'ate  Legisla- 
tures? These  are  the  questions  involved  in  this 
discussion,  and  it  is  unworthy  of  a  statesman  to 
evade  them,  for  th«  decision  must  deeply  affect  the 
destiny  of  our  institutions. 

The  Federal  Government  was  established  for  the 
purposes  declared  in  the  Constitution;  it  was  au- 
thorized to  "regulate  commerce,"  "to  declare 
war,"  uto  raise  armies,"  "to  maintain  a  navy," 
"to  provide  for  the  common  defence,"  cVv,  all 
powers  not  delegated  are  reserved  to  the  States, 
and  it  was  designed  that  all  the  duties  of  Govern- 
ment, not  imposed4  on  Congress,should  be  performed 
by  the  local  Legislature.  The  excellence  of  the 
system  depends  on  keeping  each  of  these  agents  in 
its  prescribed  orbit.  If  the  central  body  draw  to 
itself  what  specially  belongs  to  the  smaller  crea- 
tion?, or  if  these  grasp  at  the  means  which  give 
vigor  and  efficiency  to  the  great  head,  the  whole 
Government  will  be  thrown  into  confusion.  The 
Constitution  does  not  empower  Congress  to  become 
a  tax  gatherer  for  the  State  Legislatures,  and  it  is 
not  necessary  that  we  should  assume  this  respecta- 
ble position,  for  the  same  authority  is  given  tohrih, 
though  the  forms  may  be  different;  and  if  money 
be  needed  for  sectional  objects,  it  ought  to  be  levied 
by  the  local  Government.  But  a  great  arguer 
[Mr.  Wnssrsa]  has  said  that  Congress  has  power 
to  "dispose  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,** 
without  any  limitation,  and  therefore  we  can  acton 
this  subject  according  to  oar  own  discretion.  If  this 
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be  sound  reasoning,  it  is  constitutional  for  as  to 
to  borrow  monej.and  give  it  to  the  kingdom  of 
France,  for  the  power  10  borrow  is  also  unlimited. 
The  true  method  of  construing  the  sacred  compact 
of  oar  fathers  is  to  take  an  enlarged  view  of 
the  whole  jn&trumeut;  the  subordinate  grants 
axe  ancillary  to  the  great  object;  the  power  of 
taxation  was  conferred  to  effect  the  main  purprses 
of  the  Federal  Government,  and  in  'deposing"  of 
patitmal  propyl  ty,  we  are  bound  to  think  of  national 
duties,  and  o  refrain  from  interfering  with  local 
afld.rs,  however  expedient  it  may  seem  to  be.  In 
their  zeal  to  appropriate  the  public  domain,  and 
achieve  a  party  triumph,  gentlemen  should  remem- 
ber thai  the  procteJiugs  of  to-day  will  be  an  ex- 
ample for  to-morrow;  a  false  construction  of  our 
great  charter  may  be  the  basis  of  future  schemes, 
repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  contract,  and  hostile 
to  the  interests  and  feelings  of  large  minori.es  of 
the  people. 

Tnat  portion  of  the  opposite  party,  which  boldly 
avows  its  principles,  and  is4iot  athamed  of  its  true 
name,  I  sincerely  respect;  from  the  remainder,  that 
is  Federal  in  doctrine  and  Republican  in  profes- 
sion, that  is  endeavoiing  to  cheat  the  coon  ry  by 
tricks  and  devices,  we  have  not  much  to  hope.  The 
former  teeks  to  strengthen  this  Government,  by 
making  (he  States  dependent  on  its  bounty:  formerly 
the  plan  was  to  encroach  on  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
States,  but  now  they  are  invited  to  assault  the  cen- 
tral Government,  and  seize  its  property.  When  the 
Legislatures  tas.e  of  the  public  land,  do  gentlemen 
suppose  that  the  appetite  tor  spoil  will  be  satiated? 
May  not  other  demagogues  outstrip  their  teachers, 
and  require  a  still  greater  share  of  the  National 
Treamr)?  The  Danaides  were  condemned  to  the 
endless  ta*k  of  pouring  water  into  a  leaky  ves»e.l, 
and  a  similar  fate  will  attend  us,  if  thirsty  patriots 
increase  in  number  with  the  u*ual  rapidity.  Is  it 
wise,  then,  for  the  honest  friends  of  a  safe  and 
efficient  Government  to  threw  away  its  means, 
and  impair  its  necessary  strength?  Perhaps  they 
suppose  that  depletion  will  render  indispensable 
their  favorite  measure— a  protective  tariff.  And 
is  this  the  way  to  make  the  Government  strong,  to 
fix  it  deep  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  to  create  in 
us  love  and  reverence  for  the  work  of  our  fathers? 
No,  sir,  Congress  only  becomes  a  tool  of  the  domi- 
nant majority,  it  is  used  for  vicious  designs;  and 
though  one  section  may  receive  the  shower  of  gold, 
another  is  burdened  and  oppressed. 

But  is  this  an  auspicious  period  for  the  pol'cy  of 
distributor/?  In  order. to  cast  odium  on  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  gentlemen  have  drawn  a  sombre  picture  of 
our  condition;  according  to  them,  the  Tiea^ury  is 
in  perfect  chai  s,  the  army  d  sorganized,  the  navy 
rotting,  the  Government  heavily  indebted,  and  yet 
they  wfch  to  dissipate  the  public  revenue.  Look 
abroad,  sir,  at  the  events  which  are  transpiring  in 
oin*r  quarters  of  the  globe;  France,  armed  to  the 
teeth,  increasing  her  marine,  and  indulging  in 
dieams  of  gigantic  ambition — Great  Britain,  dic- 
tating to  Europe,  plundering  Asia,  and  arrogantly 
seatching  our  own  thips  on  the  high  seas.  At  a  mo* 
ment  England  could  pounct  on  Cuba,  and  annoy  the 
whole  Southern  coast,  or  a  fleet  of  her  steamships 
might  anchor  in  the  hatbor  of  New  York,  before 
the  blow  was  even  suspected.  Are  we  prepared  to 
repel  aggression?  Have  we  availed  ourselves  of 
the  great  improvements  in  naval  scienct?  No,  sir, 
American  statesmen  are  too  bu<y  with  the  petty 
schemes  of  personal  aggrandisement — they  hunt  af- 
ter popularity  a*  if  it  were  ths  philosopher's  stone 
—and  they  are  now  striving  to  bribe  the  country 
with  that  money,  which  should  be  devoted  to  its 
protection.  Shame, shame  en  such  agrarian  pro- 
jects ! 

The  annual  income  from  the  public  lands  may 
be  $3  000,000,  and  if  it  be  given  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  whole  result  i.%  that  one  agent  is  ex- 
changed for  another,  and  the  people  themselves  do 
not  receive  the  benefit.  Pennsylvania  misht  get 
1300,1)09,  and  son-e  would  call  this,  a  gratuity,  for 
which  honor  and  glory  should  be  awarded  to  the 
man,  who  has  discovered  a  new  process  of  acquir* 
ing  money.  But  if  this  fund  be  taken  from  the 
•Treasury,  its  place  must  be  ropptied  by  new  taxes, 
or  old  burdens  will  remain,  from  which  the  country 
ought  to  be  relieved.    Pennsylvania  will  pay  back 


to  the  United  States  as  much  as  bhe  receives;  her 
people  will  be  taxed  to  return  m  ney  which  we 
gave  to  the  Legislators,  and  no  one  but  a  dema- 
gogue can  *ee  the  wi>d«m  of  this  operation.  The 
share  of  North  Carolina  might  be  1 100,000,  and 
the  honest  people  of  that  ancient  Cum mon  wealth 
are  made  to  believe,  that  this  comes  from  the  abun- 
dant generosity  of  somebody  unknown;  whi'st,  in 
reality,  their  salt,  iron,  sugar,  molasses,  cloth,  dtc 
are  highly  taxed  at  the  custom-house,  to  enable 
this  Government  to  transfer  a  portion  of  its  reve- 
nue to  the  rulers  of  the  States.  The  deception  thus 
practised  is  a  great  objection  to  this  scheme:  if  the 
tax  payers,  knew  whence  the  money  was  derived, 
or  directly  felt  the  hand  that  was  rummaging  their 
pockets,  they  would  be  more  watchful  of  the  politi- 
cians who  cootrul  the  local  powers,  and  weald 
hold  them  to  the  strictest  accountability.  But  if 
FcJeral  policy  prevails,  we  shall  behold  a  uni- 
versal scene  of  fraud  and  imposition;  the  facility 
of  getting  the  people1*,  money,  without  being 
caught,  will  open  the  door  to  the  wildest  schemes 
of  expenditure,  and  the  poor  creatures,  who  hang 
about  the  legislative  hall,  seeking  pay  for  dirty  ser- 
vices, wilLreceive  an  ample  share  pf  the  public 
property.  Why  do  we  hear  the  groans  that  come 
.up  from  every  portion  of  the  land,  on  account  of 
debt?  Credit  has  been  too  essy,  and  the  people, 
not  feeling  any  immediate  burden,  did  not  perceive 
the  weight  that  every  day '4  misconduct  was  accu- 
mulating. Soch  will  be  the  issue  of  any  contri- 
vance to  blind  the  country;  the  hoaest,  and  manly 
way  is  to  tell  the  truth,  and  to  scorn  the  political 
legerdemain  which  has  become  a  favorite  substitute 
for  virtue  and  intelligence. 

Mr.  Chairman,!  did  hope  that  this  session  would 
be  devoted  to  business.  For  years,  the  bitter  con- 
flict of  party  spirit  has  consumed  the  time  of  this 
House,  and  made  us  overlook  the  serious  duties  of 
legislation.  The  country  needs  repose,  and  if  the 
promises  of  the  late  canvass  were  remembered, 
there  would  be  a  union  of  spirit  and  feeling  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  the  whole  nation.  But,  sir, 
economy  is  never  mentioned,  extravagance  has 
ceased  to  be  frightful,  reform  is  the  subject  of  ridi- 
cule, and  the  majority  of  this  House  are  taunted 
with  parsimony,  because  we  are  sincerely  anxious 
to  curtail  expenses,  and  avoid  the  necessity  of  new 
taxation.  The  member  from  Maine  [Mr.  Evans] 
boldly  contends  that  the  expenditure  has  not  been 
too  large;  the  gentleman  from  New  York  sketches 
a  magnificent  picture  of  improvements  to  be  made; 
whilst  their  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bxll] 
gently  chides  them  for  being  so  open-mouthed,  but 
does  not  commit  himself  In  favor  of  economy,  and 
complains  of  all  things  which  his  opponents  are 
endeavoring  to  do.  These  are  ominous  signs — 
they  exhibit  a  sordid  .hankering  after  patronage, 
and  shadow  forth  the  career  which  honorable  gen- 
tlemen intend  to  pursue.  The  tumult  of  one  elec- 
tion has  scarcely  subsided,  whrn  preparations  are 
made  for  another  conflict  of  a  yet  mere  vindictive 
character.  The  coming  Administration  is  consi- 
dered but  the  herald  of  one  that  is  mightier  and 
prouder  than  his  representative:  its  influence  wifi 
be  used,  its  offices  will  be  distributed,  and  its  mea- 
sures will  be  directed  to  elevate  the  man,  who 
brought  it  into  existence.  Sir,  is  the  country  no- 
thing, are  the  people  nothing,  that  politicians  have 
the  audacity  to  make  these  selfish  arrangements, 
without  reference  to  the  glory  and  well-being  of  the 
Republic?  Such  daring  innovations,  and  reckless 
tampering  with  great  interests,  are  worse  than  the 
mummery,  the  imbecility,  and  pompons  parade, 
that  now  disgrace  the  land.  But,  if  these  fore- 
bodings prove  unfounded,  and  the  new  President 
shall  think  and  act  for  ihe  whole  nation,  and  not 
for  a  clique  or  a  particular  section,  no  member  of 
this  House  will  give  him  a  more  cheerful  support 
than  myself. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  BSNTON, 
Op  Mksdrj. 
*    In  Ssvatx,  Tuesday,  January  36,  1841. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  sj  stem,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  me  pub- 
lic lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  thesame, 
and  raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  was  taken  op,  and 


having  been  read  through,  the  question  being  om 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Cbittekdxw  to  recommit  the 
bill,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  States. 

Mr.  MANGUM  addressed  the  Senate  at  much 
length  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  in  favor  of  the 
recommitment. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  ip  reply,  not  to  the  Senator 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  [Mr.  MaMatm,]  but 
in  reply  to  a  Senator  who  had  spoken  on  Saturday, 
[Mr.  Webster]  and  who  on  that  day  had  amended 
an  argument  in  favor  of  the  land  distribution  bill, 
which  be  had  used  on  Thun  day.  On  that  day  he  [Mr. 
W.]  rested  the  whole  argument  in  favor  of  the  consti- 
tutional pewer  of  Congress  to  pass  the  bill,  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  cession  acts  and  deeds 
from  the  different  States.  He  relied  on  nothing 
else.  He  (Mr.  B)  had  replied  to  him  on  the  spot, 
showing  the  utter  inadequacy  of  this  argument- 
showing  that  it  did  not  cover  the  bill,  or  hardly 
touch  it— that  the  bill  applied  to  all  the  lands  of  the 
United  States — those  purchased  from  Spain  and 
France,  as  well  as  those  acquired  from  the  States. 
The  answer  was  conclusive;  it  was  mathematical; 
il  was  the  logic  of  the  exact  sciences;  and  every 
one  saw  its  effect.  It  put  an  end  to  the  debate; 
and,  to  ail  appearance,  it  had  put  an  end  to  the 
question.  Thus  the  debate  of  Thursday  termi- 
nated. > 

On  Saturday  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  re* 
newed  the  discussion,  and  amended  his  argument. 
He  brought  forward  new  matter,  which  bad  escaped 
his  view  on  Thursday.  He  took  a  new  position, 
establishing  himself  on  that  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion which  authorizes  Congress  to  dispose  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States.  Upon  this  clause  he 
took  position,  and  deduced  from  it  a  new  argument 
in  favor  of  the  d  siribution  bill,  broad  enough  to 
cover  all  the  lands,  come  from  where  they  might, 
but  not  valid  enough  to  stand  examination.  He 
deduced  from  it  an  unlimited  authority  in  Congress 
to  dispose  not  merely  of  the  lands,  bnt  ef  the  land 
revenue  itself,  according  to  its  will  and  pleasure, 
without  either  guide  or  restraint  from  the  Constitu- 
tion. He  made  Congress  absolute  over  that  branch 
of  the  revenue,  discriminating  it  from  customhouse 
and  internal  revenue,  and  making  it  a  fond  for  the 
unlimited  exercise  of  legist 4 live  discretion.  The 
argument  was  a  startling  one,  wholly  foreign  to 
the  nature  of  onr  powers,  and  vesting  Congress 
with  the  same  power  over  the  whole  property  of 
the  United  States,  which  was  claimed  for  the 
lands.  This  was  immediately  shown  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Oaio,  [Mr.  Allen,]  who  pointed  to  the 
words  of  th-  Constitution,  and  showed  that  the 
word  territory  was  coupled  with  that  of  other  pro- 
perly, so  tba',  if  Congress  had  unlimited  authority 
over  the  lands,  it  also  had  it  over  all  the  other  pro- 
perty of  the  Union.  This  was  a  startling  view  of 
the  new  argument,  both  for  the  immensity  of  the 
property  it  would  cover — the  whole,  in  fact,  which 
the  Government  owns,  or  may  own — and  the  arbi- 
trary, despotic  nature  of  the  power  which  it  claim- 
ed for  Congress.  I  undertake  to  add  nothing  to 
the  view  which  that  Senator  presented  in  his  lumi- 
nous reply,  but  proceed  to  expose  the  fallacy  of 
the  new  argument  under  a  different  aspect. 

And,  first,  Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  remark  npoa 
the  fallacy  of  the  sense^  in  which  a  term,  vital  to 
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the  argument,  is  cud  sum  ly  used  here,  and  eke- 
where.    It  is  the  term  cession,  as  applied  to  the 
acts  and  deeds  by  which  Virginia,  Georgia,  ana* 
some  other  States,  conveyed  their  tights  in  these 
lands  to  the  General  Government    That  term  is 
constantly  need  in  the  sense  of  gift,  gratnity,  dona- 
tion;  and  that  not  in  relation  to  jurisdiction,  or  a 
right  of  purchase  from  the  Indians,  bnt  in  relation 
to  the  soil  itself— in  relation  to  (he  land  itself — 
which  is  supposed  thui  to  have  been  gratuitously 
bestowed.    This  is  a  mistake — an  error — a  fallacy 
—an  illusion.    The  ceding  States  ceded  no  Und— 
gave  no  land    conveyed  no  tatcZ,  to  the  General 
Government.    They  ceded  nothing  but  that  which 
they  had;  and  they  had  nothing  in  these  lands  but 
the  right  of  purchasing  them  from  the  Indians,  or 
the  right  of  conquest  in  the  event  of  hostilities. 
Prom  the  time  of  William  Penn,  this  is  all  that  the 
grantees  of  the  crown,  the  colonies,  or  the  8tates, 
have  claimed  in  the  Indian  land  corered  by  their 
grants  or  charters.  Each  for  itself  claimed  the  right 
of  acquisition  of  that  which  was  within  its  limits;  and 
this  right  of  acquisition  is  all  that  the  ceding  States 
could  convey,  or  did  convey,  to  th*.  United  States. 
They  conveyed  nothing  but  the  right  of  purchase; 
and  mis  has  been  the  understanding  of  all  the  par* 
ties— the  States,  the  Indians,  aod  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment— from  the  first  day  of  the  cessions  to  the 
present  hour.    Never,  in  a  single  instance,  hss  the 
Federal  Government  occupied  one  foot  of  this 
ground  until  after  it  was  purchased  from  the  Indian 
tribe'which  claimed  it.    Never  has  she  sold  an 
acre  until  she  had  first  bought  it  of  the  Indians;  and 
where  they  have  refused  to  sell,  she  has  refused  to 
disturb  their  possession,  aad  either  waited  their  time, 
and  their  price,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Cherokee 
lands  in  the  Southern  States;  or  became  their  agent 
to  sell  the  whole  for  their  benefit,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Chickasaw  lands  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 
This  is  the  exact  state  of  all  these  cession?;  so  that 
it  is  indubitably  true  that,  so  far  as  land  is  con- 
cerned, and  that  is  the  only  thing  which  the  present 
question  touches,  the  United  States  is  a  purchsser 
from  the  Indians,  aod  not  a  donee  from  the  States,  t 
She  holds  under  -  Indian  treaties,  and  not  under 
State  cession?.    The  same  with  the  Florida  and 
Louisiana  acquisition^.  We  acquired  from  France 
and  Spain  precisely  what  we  had  acquired  from 
the  States— <he  same,  and  nothing  more  nor  less. 
We  obtained  jurisdiction  over  the  ceded  territory, 
and  acquired  the  right  of  purchase  from  the  Indians. 
We  have  taken  possession  of  no  ground,  not  an 
acre,  in  Florida  or  Louisiana,  until  purchased  from 
the  Indians  who  claimed  it.    We  have  acted  by 
the  lands  ceded  by  France  aad  Spain  precisely  as 
we  have  acted  by  those  ceded  by  the  States.    We 
have  bought  them  from  their  Indian  owners,  or 
claiaan's,  before  we  touched  them.  They  all  come 
to  as,  so  far  as  we  have  acquired  them,  in  the  same 
manner-— by  Indian  treaties,  and  not  by  foreign 
treaties— by  purchases  from  the  Indians,  and  not 
by  cessions  from  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain. 
Thus,  sir,  all  the  lands  of  the  United  States  are 
held  by  the  same  tenure,  and  acquired  in  the  same 
node.    All  our  proprietary  rights  are  the  same* 
they  are  all  held  by  purchase,  and  all  paid  for  by 
money  taken  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Union. 

All  our  acquisitions  are  purchases,'  and  large  is 
the  amount  which  has  been  paid  for  them:  to 
France,  fifteen  millions  of  dollars;  to  Spain,  five 
millions;  to  the  Indian*,  eighty-five  millions;  to 


some  of  the  States  Urge  sums,  as  to  Geoigia,  to 
which  State  the  Federal  Go  remit  en  t  paid  a  great 
sum,  besides  extingufthing,  for  her.  benefit,  at  a 
great  cost,  the  Cherokee  title  within  her  limits. 
Eighty-five  millions  is  the  purchase  money  paid  to 
the  Indians  alone,  besides  annuities  yet  to  run,  and 
other  indemnities,  amounting  now  to  about 
#775,000  per  annum.  Four  hundred  and  forty- 
two  millions  of  acres  is  the  quantity  thus  purchased 
from  the  Indians;  eighty- five  millions  the  amount 
paid  to  them,  besides  the  running  an  no.  tie?;  twen- 
ty millions  paid  to  France  and  Spain,  and  several 
millions  to  Georgia  for  the  right  of  purchase:  in 
all,  above  one  hundred  and  ten  millions  paid  for 
these  lands.  Now,  where  did  all  this  money  come 
from?  Sir,  it  came  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  has  not  yet  been  reimbursed  to 
it;  for  the  sa'es  of  the  land*  have  not  been  equal  to 
he  cost  of  their  acquisition  and  management. 

Can  we  distribute  custom-house  or  direct  tax 
revenue?  It  is  admitted  that  we  cannot.  The 
whole  argument  that  we  bear,  and  the  bill  in  ques- 
liori,  all  admit  it.  All  agree  that  we  cannot. 
But,  behold  the  wonders  of  the  jurgling  art !  We 
cannot  take  the  money  ont  of  the  Treasury  and  di- 
vid  ;  ir,  but  we  may  take  the  money  out  of  that 
same  Treasury  and  convert  it  into  land,  and  then 
reconvert  the  land  into  money,  and  then  make  the 
division  1  This  is  what  the  new  argument  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  amounts  to !  It  is  a 
mefe  circumvention  of  the  Constitution.  It  makes 
mockery  and  derision  of  that  instrument.  It  is  a 
esson  in  legislative  alchymy,  by  which,  not  base 
metals  are  transmuted  into  gold,  bat  unconstitu- 
tional acts  are  metamorphosed  into  constitutional 
ones. 

This  is  the  character  and  effect  of  the  new  ar- 
gument, and  where  is  the  limit  to  its  applica- 
tion—where the  limit  to  the  division  of  money 
which  Congress  may  make  under  it?  Our  public 
lands  are  already  estimated  by  the  distribution  par- 
ty atone  billion  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  All 
that  may  b«  sold  and  divided  out.  We  have,  besides, 
some  hundred  millions  of  other  property — forts- 
ships — foundries— arsenals  —  navy  yards — public 
buildings  of  all  kinds— this  Capitol:  all  the*e  may 
be  divided  out;  for  ihey  are  ether  property;  and  all 
the  other  property  of  the  United  States  is  sobject 
to  the  same  power  of  disposition  which  applies  to 
the  territory.  In  addition  to  this  we  may  go  on  to 
convert  and  reconvert,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 
We  may  buy,  and  sell,  and  divide,  as  long  as  mo- 
ney, or  land,  or  property  of  any  kind  can  be  found. 
8uch  is  the  end  of  the  Senator's  new  and  amended 
argument. 

We  have  heard  of  latitudinal ians  in  religion  and 
in  politics.  We  have  heard  of  dexterous  construc- 
tionists, who  could  construe  themselves  out  of  any 
creed,  or  any  fundamental  law .  We  have  seen 
some  wide  constructions  put  upon  our  own  Consti- 
tution. But  who  ever  heard  of  the  like  of  this  be- 
fore? Whoever  heard  before  that  tbe  Congress  of 
the  United  States  was  without  a  limit,  without  a 
restriction,  without  a  guide,  upon  the  exercise  of 
its  money  powers?  that  it  may,  by  a  juggling  trick 
of  its  own  contrivance,  throw  off  every  constitu- 
tional restraint  upon  the  power  to,  raise,  or  to  use 
money — take  its  own  will  for  its  sole  guide,  and  go 
on  to  dispose  of  hundreds  of  milliens,  or  thousands 
of  millions  of  dollar*,  according  to  its  own  will  and 
pleasure.  Certainly,  of  all  latitudinarian  con- 
structions of  the  Constitution,  this  is  tbe  widest  and 
most  dangerous.  It  is  also  one  of  the  most  fla- 
grantly unfounded  and  indefensible;  so  that  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  unfortunate  \s  he 
was  in  his  scant  and  stinted  constitutional  argu- 
ment of  Thnrsday,  was  still  more  so  in  the  new 
and  amended  and  boundless  one  of  Saturday. 

I  now  come,  said  Mr.  B.  to  a  subject  which  has 
become  connected  with  (bis  debate,  and  which  has 
assumed  a  form  to  require  a  most  deliberate  const- 


•lerauon.  I  allude  to  the  qursitnn  of  a  foreign  in- 
terference in  our  late  Presidential  election.  I 
chanced  to  refer  to  this  interference  in  a  late  speech; 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Critiendcw]  de- 
nied it.  and  the  Senator  from  MafsachuseUs  [ttr. 
WeasTsa]  has  reiterated  the  denial.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  becomes  my  duty  to  advance,  or 
to  recede — to  sustain  my  assertion,  or  to  retract  it; 
and,  as  truth  and  justice  will  not  permit  me  to  do 
the  latrer,  nothing  remains  but  to  go  on  with  the 
accusation  and  bring  forward  the  proofs.  This  I 
mean  to  do,  and  with  the  gravity  and  moderation 
which  is  due  to  the  occasion.  It  is  not  an  occasion 
f*r  invective,  for  denunciation,  for  assertion  with- 
out evidence;  it  is  not  an  occasion  for  passion  or 
person n  tity.  It  is  an  occasion  which  requires  calm- 
ness, fairness,  consideration,  and  precision.  It  is 
a  case  which  requires  the  proof  to  follow  the 
charge,  and  the  whole  to  be  conducted  With  the 
gravity  and  equity  of  a  judicial  investigation.  It 
concerns  foreigners,  who  are  not  here  to  speak  for 
themselves;  it  concerns  tbe  safety  and  independence 
of  our  form  of  government,  which  should  not  be 
lightly  subjected  to  suspicions  which  weaken  its 
strength.  1  know  tbe  responsibility  of  my  posi- 
tion. I  feel  myself  to  be  responsible  for  what  I 
say — responsible  to  my  own  conscience,  and  to  the 
greatest  power  of  the  age — the  moral  sense  of  all 
good  men.  Under  this  sense  ef  responsibility  I 
proceed  to  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  and  will  first 
state  the  question  over  again,  that  Senators  may  be 
correc  ed  of  errors  into  which  they  have  fallen, 
and  my  own  design  be  made  more  clear  and  mani- 
fest. I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  loss  or  gain  of 
the  late  election.  I  do  not  pretend  to  account  here 
for  its  result.  I  do  not  think  the  inquiry  a  tit  topic 
to  be  introduced  into  this  chamber.  It  is  one  of  party, 
and  belongs  to  the  for  u  m  of  the  people,  and  not  to  the 
bar  of  the  Senate.  I  have  a  higher  object  in  view 
—one  which  rises  far  above  party  contests- 
one  which  rises  for  above  the  question  of  parry 
supremacy-— one  which  goes  to  the  independence 
and  the  safety  of  our  form  of  Government— which 
concerns  the  feelings  of  every  patriot,  be  his  place 
what  it  may  in  party  politics — and  which  starts 
the  frightful  question  whether  this  Republic,  like 
'  all  free  Governments,  is  to  become  the  prey  and 
spoil  of  foreign  interference,  and  foreign  influence?  . 
This  is  the  object  in  view,  and  this  the  question 
which  il  raises;  a  question  which  h*s  nothing  to  do 
with  the  loss  or  gain  of  tKt  election—which  has 
nothing  to  do  with  our  party  contests — which  re- 
fers solely  to  foreigners,  ana  to  their  conduct  in  our 
election— to  ihtir  interference  in  our  eleotion;  and 
this  without  even  suggesting  the  effrct  of  that  in- 
terference, and  how  f*r  it  might  have  influenced 
the  result.  I  disclaim  and  repel  all  this  inquiry, 
and  limit  myself  to  the  mere  question  of  interfer- 
ence. Have  foreigners  interfered  in  our  election? 
That  is  my  question;  and  not  have  foreigners  go* 
vented  the  election?  The  offence  is  in  the  interference! 
The  outrage  to  our  form  of  Government — the  insult 
to  every  American  feeling— the  attack  upon  our  in- 
dependence— is  in  the  interference  itself!  in  the  au- 
dacity and  criminality  of  daring  to  interfere  in  our 
election  at  all,  and  not  in  (he  contingent  conse- 
quence of  more  or  less  effect  from  that  interfence. 
This  is  my  question.  If  is  one  worthy  to  excfie  my 
inquiries— worthy  to  engage  tbe  attention  of  tbe 
Senate— worthy  to  command  the  attention  of  all 
patriots,  be  their  party  politics  what  they  may;  and 
to  this  question,  stripped  of  all  extraneous  matter, 
I  now  proceed;  and  shall  commence  at  once  with 
the  introduction  of  proofs 

Behold  this  book,  said  B.  holding  up  a  new  and 
handsome  octavo  volume.  It  is  fre«h  from  the 
London  press,  and  speaks  the  sentiments  of  the 
English  capitalists  in  relation  to  moneyed  ques- 
tions, and  political  parties,  in  the  United  States.  It 
is  a  work  upon  the  financial  position  and  credit  of 
such  of  our  States  as  have  contracted  debts  in  Eu- 
rope; with  a  survey  of  their  wealth  and  resources, 
theii  ability  and  disposition  to  pay  their  debts,  ana; 
the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  from  the  growth  and 
prevalence  of  Democratic  principles  in  the  Uni  ed 
States.  It  was  published  in  London  on  the  26th 
day  of  December,  1839,  being,  by  a  curious  coinci- 
dence, the  precise  time  at  which  the  anti-assump- 
tion resolutions  were  submitted  in  this  chamber. 
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The  name  of  Alexander  Trotter,  esq.  is  placed  on 
the  title  page,  as  the  anil  or  of  the  work;  bat  it  is 
more  the  work  of  a  class  than  of  an  individual,  and 
evidently  speaks  the  sentiments  of  the  bankers  and 
capitalists  of  London.  It  way  be  quoted  and  con- 
sidered as  their  work. 
The  author  entitles  this  work  according  to  his 
.  fancy;  I  Rive  it  a  Different  name  from  that  which 
he  has  inscribed  open  it;  and  draw  mj  appellation 
from  a  simitar  production  in  English  history,  and 
•  which  must  have  suggested  the  idea  of  .he  plan  and 
design  of  this  work:  I  allude  to  the  Dooms  Day 
Book  of  W'l'iam  the  Conqueror,  commonly  called 
William,  Duke  of  Normandy.  We  all  know  that 
when  ibis  Fiench  Duke  bad  conquered  England, he 
cau.*ed  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  property  of 
the  kingdom,  the  value  of  all  estates  to  be 
ascertained,  and  the  uh  le  to  be  entered  up,in  a 
book,  to  which  was  given  the  impressive  title  of 
Dooh  s  Diy  Book.  It  was  a  significant  and  appro- 
priate title;  for  all  the  property  regestered  in  it  was 
considered  as  the  fpoil  of  conquest — as  being 
brought  np  to  a  sort  of  judgment  day,  aod  thence- 
forth doomed  to  taxation  and  confiscation.  It  was 
the  *  judgment  book  of  the  conqueror  against  the 
people  whom  he  bad  subjugated.  It  gave  hirn»at  a 
view,  the  value  of  bis  conquest,  and  the  means  of 
making  it  available  fcr  the  support  of  his  army  and 
his  throne.  The  volume  which  I  hold  in  my  hand  is 
an  imitation  cf  that  work,  with  a  change  of 
names  and  localities.  K  is  the  Dooms  Day  Book, 
not  of  an  English  King,  but  of  English  money 
dealer;  not  ot  English,  but  of  American  property. 
It  contains  the  register  of  the  debts  of  our  States 
held  in  London,  with  a  view  of  the  wealth  and  re- 
sources of  the  States  which  owe  them,  with  many 
reflections  on  the  circumstances  which  may  either 
endanger  or  assure  the  ultimate  payment  of  these 
debts.  Among  those  circumstances  which  go  to 
endanger  this  ultimate  payment,  the  author  relies 
upon  one  which  surpasses  and  transcends  all  the 
rest.  It  is  that  of  the  growth  and  prevalence 
of  Democratic  principles  in  America!  Demo- 
cracy is  the  dread  and  terror  of  these  capitalists 
who  hold  the  bonds  of  the  States!  It  is  their  dread 
and  terror.  Democracy — American  Democracy — 
is  their  fear  and  hoiror.  But  I  will  not  precipitate 
the  narrative,  nor  jump  to  the  conclusion.  The 
right  understanding  of  the  main  point  which  I  mean 
to  brirg  out,  requires  the  character  of  the  whole 
work  to  be  eAhibiiel,  that  i«s  political  application 
to  our  affairs  may  be  -»een  by  all,  and  its  authori- 
tative weight  may  be  fck.  Taw  character  is  well 
made  known  in  the  headings  to  the  fi  st  chapter  of 
the  wcik;  and  frcm  these  he  id  in  gs  I  will  read  a 
selection  of  items  which  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  which  I  have  in  view. 
Mr.  B.  then  read: 

"High  credit  of  the  Federal  Government.  Credit  of  the 
States  not  Identical  with  this.  Accumulation  and  distribution 
of  the  sorplus  revenue.  Financial  difficulties,  and  postpone- 
m*nt  ot  the  iramfer  of  the  fourth  instalment.  First  National 
Bank  of  the  United  Stated,  Second  Bank  of  the  United  Slates. 
*  Opposition  of  the  President  (Jackson)  to  thn  ren«wal  of  tho 
charter.  His  probable  motives.  Disastrous  consequence  of 
Jiis  hostility  to  the  Bank.  Effects  of  the  President's  interference 
with  the  banking  eyatcm.  Facilities  afforded  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  interfered  with  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  pub 
He  depositee.  Distribution  of  the  surplus  re  venae  injudiciously 
effected.  Specie  circular.  Effects  oi  the  two  combined.  Moa- 
suresof  the  President  to  procure  sold.  Disastrous  consequences. 
Failures  in  New  Orleans  and  New  York.  Suspension  by  the 
banks  of  specie  payments.  Impolicy  of  the  gold  bill.  Moral 
Influence  of  slavery.  Funds  for  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  for  tho  establishment  of  tanks,  chiefly  obtained  from 
loans.  Security  of  the  public  creditor  derived  from  the  applica- 
tion of  the  funds.  Advantage  of  auxiliary  funds.  Second  sut» 
} tension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks.  Apparent  necessity 
or  this  course.  Dangers  to  which  banks  are  exposed  in  the 
Southern  Suites. M 

From  these  headings  to  the  matters  contained 
in  the  first  chapter,  Mr.  B.  said  the  Senate  CJtild 
comprehend  the  character  of  the  work;  that  it  was 
identical  in  political  tentiment  wiih  ths  anti-Demo- 
cratic party  in  this  country;  following  the  lead  of  that 
party,  and  borrowing  the  very  topics  and  language 
which  it  used  in  our  party  warfare  here.  It  would 
seem  to  be  an  American  production,  of  the  Fede- 
ral school,  issued  from  a  partisan  pre**  of  this 
country,  instead  of  being,  as  it  is,  a  high  Tory  pro- 
due  ion  from  the  pre?s  of  London,  and  the  pen  of 
ao  Englishman.  It  is  needless  to  quote  from  the 
body  of  ihi>-  chapter  to  show  how  the  subjects  are  ■ 
treated  which  are  named  in  the  heading*.    That  is 


sufficiently  manifest  from  the  mere  statement  of 
the  subject  If  lead,  they  would  be  taken  for 
Federal  speeches  delivered  on  this  floor. .  So  exact- 
ly it  this  the  case,  that  the  maiu  argument  of  the 
8enator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Web*teb]  on 
Saturday  last,  in  favor  of  auxiliary  supplies  from 
the  Federal  Government  to  the  States,  appeared  to 
rae  to  be  borrowed  from  this  American  Doonn- 
Day  book  ot  the  English  capitalists,  which  I  hold 
in  my  hand.  The  argument  of  the  Senator  was, 
that  as  the  Stales  had  surrendered  to  the  Federal 
Government  all  the  great  sources  of  revenue  in 
giving  up  to  it  the  public  lan^s  and  the  custom- 
house duties,  therefore,  the  Federal  Government 
was  bound  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  ihe  State?. 
This  was  the  substance  of  his  argument.  The 
same  idea  is  found  in  this  bcok,  published  in  Lon- 
don twelve  months  before  the  gentleman's  spereh 
was  delivered  here,  but  written  in  London  during 
the  year  that  the  geutleman  was  in  that  city.  The 
ideas  of  the  speech  and  of  ih-  bcok  are  identical; 
and  I  will  read  from  the  book,  for  the  benefit  ot 
the  stenographers,  who  may  not  have  completed 
their  report,  as  well  as  for  the  information  of  ihe 
Senate,  what  I  find  to  be  written  in  it  under  the 
head  of  auxiliary  funds  needed  by  some  of  the 
States.    Mr.  B  read: 

"In  the  ease  of  many  States,  auxiliary  funds  are  specially  ap- 
propriated to  this  purpose;  in  others,  the  security  of  the  loans 
are  based  solely  on  the  general  credit  of  the  State.  The  appro- 
priation of  such  funds  i?  in  almost  all  cases  desirable,  as,  how- 
ever great  the  resources  of  a  State  may  be,  its  fiscal  means  are 
often  extremely  limited,  i  his  arises,  not  only  from  the  most  pro- 
ductive sources  of  revenue,  such  as  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands,  imposts  on  commerce,  and  the  revenue  of  ihe 
post  office  having  been  surrendered  to  the  General  Government, 
and  belonging  exclusively  to  It,  but  also  from  the  anxiety  always 
ahown'by  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  control  their  rulers 
by  making  them  dependent  on  their  will  for  the  supplies,  which 
Uaey  at  all  times  very  sparingly  allot  to  them.  This  Democra- 
tic feeling  is  can  led  so  far,  even  in  tho  wealthiest  States,  that 
the  treasuries  are  constantly  exposed  to  become  bare;  and  the 
accounts  of  almost  all  are  complicated  by  the  borrowing  and  re- 
paying of  temporary  loans  made  by  moneyed  institutions  ol  the 
State  to  provide  for  unexpected  emergencies,  or  even  for  the  or- 
dinary demands  of  the  public  administration." 

Having  thus  shown  the  political  character  of  the 
work,  its  identity  with  Federal  if  m,  and  its  conse- 
quent conclusive  authority  with  that  party,  Mr.  B. 
proceeded  to  show  the  manner  in  which  the  author 
had  executed  bis  work  in  stating  the  debt?,  and 
showing  the  wealth  and  resources  ot  the  indebted 
States.  For  this  purpose,  he  had  taken  the  S'a'es 
in  detail,  one  by  one,  and  had  examined  the  condi- 
tion of  each  one  under  ihe  same  heads.  Mr.  B. 
wonld  not  follow  the  auihor  over  each  State,  but 
would  gire  an  idea  of  the  whole,  by  showing  the 
method  of  treating  one;  and,  for  his  exemplar, 
would  take  the  State  of  Kentucky— a  State  on 
which  the  author  seemed  to  have  bestowed  pecu- 
liar al ten  ion.    Mr.  B.  then  read  from  the  b.>ok: 

"Kentucky.— Amount  of  debt  and  liabilities.  Form  of  se- 
curity, when  and  where  redeemable.  Rates  of  interest,  and 
when  and  where  payable.  Amount  at  present  chargeable  on 
the  Treasury.  Bank  of  Kentucky.  Northern  Bank  of  Ken- 
lucky.  Condition  of  tho  banks  at  different  epochs.  Nature  of 
internal  improvements.  Condition  of  the  Treasury.  Com- 
merce of  the  State.    Amount  of  taxable  property.'1 

These  heads  are  filled  op  by  details,  said  Mr.  B. 
which  it  is  not  my  design  to  porsue.  I  only  pro- 
pose to  tbowMie  manner  in  which  the  affairs  of  the 
States  are  treated,  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at 
results.  The  auihor  of  the  work  finds  Kentucky 
to  be  a  rich  State,  and  rapidly  increasing  in  wealih. 
He  is  forcibly  struck  with  this  increase,  and  states 
it  with  clearness  and  precision.    He  *ays: 

"The  increase  in  the  general  wealth  of  the  State  may  be  judged 
of  by  the  progressive  increase  in  the  returns  made  to  the  audi- 
tor of  the  taxable  proporty  in  the  State.  This,-  which  in  1690 
amounted  to  S  103^43,638,  by  the  last  valuation  amounted  to 
•234,053,041." 

This  is  the  result  of  the  survey  of  the  debts,  re- 
soures,  and  wealth  of  Kentucky;  and  here  Ihe 
mind  is  naturally  turned  to  make  a  remark,  perti- 
nent to  the  occasion,  and  entitled  to  the  careful  re- 
membrance of  every  Democrat  in  America.  It 
grows  out  of  the  last  quoted  paragraph  of  lhis 
London  book—the  paragraph  in  which  (he  writer 
shows  the  wealih  of  Kentucky  to  have  increased 
one  hundred  and  twenty-one  millions  of  dollars  in 
the  eight  preceding  years.  This  is  an  amazing 
increase,  mere  than  doubling  the  value  of  the 
State,  and  naturally  turns  the  inquiry  to  the  peri<  d 
of  time  at  which  it  took  place.  T/hat  period  was 
from  1631  to  1839;  (hat  is  to  say,  it  was  during  the 
Denr.  oxalic  administrations  of  General  Jackson 


and  Mr.  Van  Boren,  covering  a  part  but  the  whole 
of  neither.     It  was. during  these  Administrations, 
and  during  a  period  of  time  when  the  panic  and 
distress  orators  were  filling  the  land  with  cries  and 
lamentations,  and  terrifying  all  imagination*  with 
pictures   of   misery,    poverty,    and    desolation. 
It    was   during     the    time   that  these    oratonj 
daily   proclaimed  the  total  rain  of  the  country, 
and  daily  asserted  there  could  be  no  prosperity 
without  a  change  of  men  and  measures— wiiboat 
the  overthrow  of  the  Democracy,  and  the  re-esta- 
blishment of  a  National  Bank.    It  was  during  the 
time  when  there  was  "no  King  in  Israel;"  vbea 
the  King  Bank  had  expired  under  the  veto,  and  the 
removal  of  the  depositee;  and  when  there  was  no 
"Regulator"  to  take  care  of  the  property  and  poli- 
tic?; of  the  people.     It  was  during  the  time  of  the 
gold  bill,  ih*  specie  circular,  the  war  upon  credit, 
the  Maysville  road  veio,  the  poekeungorthelind 
distribution  bill,   and   so  many  other  measures, 
each  of  wbich,  according  to  the  doleful  lamenta- 
tions of  the  distress  orators:,  was  sufficient  to  rain 
and  destroy  the  country.    It  was  during  this  period 
of  Democratic  misrule  and  mugovernmeDt,  and  la 
the  midst  of  this  national  destruction  and  misery, 
according  to  these  orators,  that  tbe  antenlic  valua- 
tions of  the  Kentucky  property  >how  the  wealth 
of  that  State  to  have  advanced  from  103  to  194< 
000,000  of  dollars !  to  have  more  than  doubled!  to 
have  gone  21,000,000  further  in  these  eight  years, 
than  in  the  whole  previous  half  century  of  ber  ex- 
istence, during  twenty  years  of  which  she  bad  a 
double  portion— two  branches— Benjamin* share— 
of  that  national  blessing,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States !    JL'he  authentic  record  of  tbe  tax  list  showg 
this  result.    Tbe  record  shows  it;  and  in  showing 
it,  what  a  monument  of  honor  and  glory  is  raised 
to  Jackson  and  Democracy  !    What  a  lesion  of 
chastisement  and  rebuke  is  read  to  their  assailants! 
Mr.  B.  said  it  had  been  vauntingly  declared  on 
on  this  floor,  during  the  extra  session  of  1837,  by  a 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  who  sits  over  the 
way  [Mr.  Preston.]  that  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Biddle  to  be  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  would  add 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  to  the  value  of  tbe 
property  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.    This 
was  said  in  reproach  *f  the  ruinous  measures,**  they 
were  called,  of  Jackson  and  Van  Boren,  and  to 
show  the  necessity  of  changing  men  and  measure*. 
It  was  spoken,  as  the  event  proves,  without  a  re- 
ference to  the  val nation  tables  of  taxable  property, 
and  has  not  been  repeated  since*    It  would  doubt- 
less not  be  said  now.    It  was  considered  a  hyper* 
bolical  compliment  to  Mr.  Biddle  at  the  time,  and 
a  couple  of  short  years  years  proved  it  to  he  so.  It 
has  been  seen  to  have  been  a  most  unmerited  com- 
pliment to  him;  it  baa  turned  into  little  less  than 
a  sarcasm  upon  him.    But,  while  shooting  so  far 
beyond    the  de«eri  of  him  it  was  intended  to 
honor,  how  infinitely  it   faffs  short  of  the  merit 
of  him  it  was  intended  to  reproach?     General 
Jackson1;?  administration  has  actually  increased 
the  vain e  of  ihe  property  of  the  people— not  one 
hundred — but  more  than  a  thousand  millions  of 
dollars.    In  Kentucky  alone  it  was  one  hondred 
and  twenty-one  millions;  in  Massachusetts  it  was 
ninety -nine  millions.    Here  are  two  hundred  and 
twenty  millions  of  increase  in  two  States  alone, 
and  cf  the  middle  class— States  wbich,  in  wealth 
and  population,  rank  far  below  reveral  others. 
Puruie  the  inquiry — apply  it  to  the  whole  Unfcn— 
extend  it  over  ihe  twelve  years   of  Democrat* 
sway— ov* r  tbe  whole  period  of  General  Jackson* 
and  Mr.  Van  Boren's  administrations— and  then 
see  tbe  result.    Far  above  one  thousand  millions 
of  dollars — much  nearer  to  two  thousand,  than  one 
thousand  millions — will  be  the  grand  aggregate  of 
the  united  inrrcases.    Instead  of  one  hundred  an> 
lions  for  a  total  increase,  near  one  hundred  and 
fifty  millions  of  annual  increase,  for  twelve  suc- 
cessive }  ears,  will  turn  out  to  be  the  historical  re- 
cord of  the  case.    Such  is  the  answer  which  a* 
thentie  history  is  giving  to  Federal  lamentations 
over  ruin  and  misrule.    Such  is  th*  goreeoui  pie* 
lure   of  national   prosperity   which  crown*  ana 
adorns  tbe  Democratic  Administrations,    Let  *• 
friends  of  Democracy  every  where  verify  and  6MB* 
plete  it.    Let  them  apply  to  the  fiscal  record  « 
every  State  and  Territory — take  the  eomptmA* 
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valuations  of  property  in  all  times  and  under  ail 
arfmmis  rations— ascertain  the  comparative  re- 
rata— and  thus  arm  themselves  -with  a  document 
which  will  place  the  administrations  of  Jackson 
and  Van  Baren  far  above  any  others— even  the 
most  prosperous— which  our  country   has  ever 


We  come  now  to  the  last,  and  most  important, 
chapter  of  this  work,  the  contents  of  which  are  in- 
dioated  by  these  heads 

■Aggregate  qf  State  debts. —Probable  necessity  oftaxation  to 
pay  the  interest.— -Probable  conduct  ol  the  States  under  theee 
circumstance*,— Influence  of  Democratic  principles. —Du- 
rability of  the  Union." 

These  headings  to  the  matter  contained  in  this 
final  chapter,  announce  its  important  bearing,  and 
its  just  claim  upon  the  attention  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  I  pa*s  ever  the  whole,  impor- 
tant as  they  are,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  the 
nenuttimate  section  of  the  chapter— the  one  that  re- 
lates to  the  influence  on  these  debts  of  Democratic 
principles;  snd  shall  only  make  such  Itatements  in 
relation  to  the  others  as  are  necessary  to  the  correct 
understanding  of  this,  the  most  important  of  all. 
From  it,  I  will  read  copious  extracts;  for  it  is  of  a 
nature  to  require  to  speak  for  itself.  The  extracts 
will  be  read  as  soon  as  I  make  the  preliminary  re* 
marks  which  the  context  requires. 

The  writer  first  states  the  aggregate  amount  of 
the  State  debts;  and  here  it  is  somewhat  amusing  to 
remember  the  alarm  and  terror  which  filled  the 
Breasts  of  Federal  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  for  fesr 
of  divulging  the  amount  of  these  debts,  .when  the 
non-assumption  resolutions  were  under  debate 
twelve  -months  ago.  These  gentlemen  deemed  it 
creel  and  dangerous  to  the  States  to  name  the 
amount  of  these  debts  on  this  floor.  They  were 
afraid  the  British  would  find  it  out  from  our  de- 
bates, aad  that  the  credit  of  the  8tates  wouM  be 
ruined.  It  was  to  no  purpose  that  we  insisted  that 
the  English  knew  more  about  the«e  debts  than  we 
did;  and  if  they  did  not,  that  there  was  no  morality 
in  our  concealing  them.  Nothing  that  we  could 
say  could  appease  the  fears  of  these  most  cautions 
gentlemen.  The  States  were  to  be  discredited,  if 
we  told  how  much  tbey  were  in  debt.  This  was 
their  mce>sant  objection.  Finally,  to  quiet  this 
alarm,  it  was  agreed  to  drop  from  the  report,  which 
was  made  on  the  occasion,  all  that  related  to  the 
amounts,  aggregate  or  individual,  of  these  State 
debts*  The  amounts  were  suppressed.  While  this 
scene  was  being  enacted  here,  this  Dooms  Day  book 
was  in  the  course  of  publication  in  London,  and  was 
very  gravely  devoting  one  chapter  to  the  amount 
of  these  debts  individually,  and  another  to  their 
aggregate  amount;  and  stating  the  results  in  good 
arabic  figures.  1 1  wa<  casting  them  u p>  and  adding 
them  together,  with  all  the  care  of  solving  a  ques- 
tion of  personal  interest  in  the  exact  science*;  and 
it  arrived  at  a  result  equal  to  any  which  had  been 
attained  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  It  made 
these  debts  (inclusive  of  poor  unfortunate  Florida) 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  millions 
of  dollars.  This  was  the  aggregate;  and  the  first 
inquiry  which  presented  itself  10  the  mind  of  the 
writer  was  the  question  of  abitoy  in  the  States  to 
pay  fit  This  was  the  first  question,  and  this  being 
determined  in  the  aflfrmative,  the  next  inquiry  was, 
eoasd  they  be  eomptlied  <o  pay?  Here  the  writer 
identifies  himself  with  the  capitalists  of  London  by 
quoting,  and  giving  in  txttnso,  the  letter  of  the  ho* 
notable  Danibl  Webj>tm  to  the  Mtttrt.  Ba- 
rings, in  the  autumn  of  1839,  in  answer  to 
their  inquiry  upon  this  same  point.  The  let- 
ter was  very  satisfactory  on  the  point  of 
thecapacty  of  the  States  to  contract  debts, 
bat  veiy  unsatisfactory  on  the  delicate  poinj  of 
compelling  them  to  pay.  On  this  vital  p\>int,  the 
letter  gave  no  satisfaction.    It  seemed  to  refer  the 

Kyment  entirely  to  the  voluntary  will  of  the  States, 
this  opinion,  the  author  of  the  book  concurs; 
and,  thereupon,  enters  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  great  and  vital  question  of  the  taillingnen  of 
the  indebted  States  to  make  th:s  payment.  Tnis 
question  he  examines  with  all  the  consideration  of 
the  party  most  deeply  interested.  He  examines  jt 
under  many  aspects,  and  by  all  the  tests  whieh  can 
effect  the  solution  of  a  problem  on  which  depended 
the  payment  of  the  large  annual  interest,  and  the 
ultimate  restoration  of  ihe  great  capital  itself.    He 


examine?  it  analytically  and  philosophically— posi- 
tively and  comparatively — by  single  States — by 
classes  of  States— by  clusters  of  States— and  by 
S'ates  united,  or  disunited.  He  compares  the  slave 
and  the  anti-slave  States  together,  and  decides 
which  will  be  most  apt  to  pay.  The  same 
with  the  religious  or  irreligious  States— with 
the  old  and  the  new  one? — the  Atlantic  and 
ihe  Western.  He  compares  all  these  together;  and 
!>till  comes  to  the  same  question:  which  will  be 
most  willing  to  pay?  He  even  examines  this  tender 
question  under  the  aspect  of  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union;  and  considers  bow  far  that  catastrophe 
m  gbt  endanger  the  payment  of  these  debts,  princi- 
pal and  interest.  Under  these  various  aspects  he 
examines  this  question;  and  comes  to  conclusions 
oore  or  less  favorable  to  the  creditors,  and  more  or 
less  honorable  to  different  States,  and  classes  of 
States,  in  each  branch  of  the  inquiry.  But  all 
these  preliminary  and  subaltern  inquiries,  are 
finally  absorbed  and  lost  sight  of  in  one  grand, 
general,  and  overruling  view  which  he  takes  of  the 
whole  question;  and  that  is  the  political  vir  w  of  it. 
He  examines  it  politically  under  the  aspect  of  su- 
premacy,  or  predominance,  of  each  of  the  two  poli- 
cal  parties  in  the  United  States;  and  inquires  from 
which  of  them  the  English  creditors  have  most  to 
hope,  or  to  fear?  This  inquiry,  as  may  ha  v.?  been  an- 
ticipated from  the  whole  character  of  the  work,  be 
solves  to  the  prejudice  of  Democracy.  He  sees  in 
the  "rapid  strides  which  Democratic  principles  are 
making  in  the  United  State*"— "in  the  prevalence 
of  Democracy'1 — uin  the  dangerous  tendency  of 
Democratic  principles"— "in  the  growth  of  popu- 
lar opinion  m  the  worst  sense  of  the  word" — "in 
the  dangerous  right  of  universal  suffrage"— "the 
subjugation  of  the  better  clas-es,  possessed  of 
wealth,  talent,  and  statien,  to  the  numerical  force 
of  the  majority" — "the  little  power  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  resist  popular  clamor" — the  influence  of 
the  Democracy  in  overruling  the  wiser  and  better 
principles  advocated  by'  the  more  enlightened  por- 
tion of  the  citizens,  and  in  conferring  power  on 
those  who  are  little  fit  to  judge  of  the  interests  of 
the  State"— "the  elections  of  1834,  after  the  remo- 
val of  the  depositee,  when  the  people  sustained 
President  Jackson"— "the  want  of  a  property  quali- 
fication admitting  into  the  legislative  bodies  of 
classes  not  directly  interested  in  maintaining  the 
financial  integrity  of  the  State"— "the  indisposition 
of  the  Democracy  to  submit  to  taxation"— "their 
indifference  to  religious  principles"— utheir  want  of 
far  sighted  views  and  principles  of  national  honon" 
he  sees  in  all  these  circumstances  and  considera- 
tions, and  others  which  he  mentions,  danger  to 
British  interefts;  and  bring*  himself  to  the  conclu- 
sion, and  with  himself  the  whole  body  of  the  Eng- 
1  sh  eapitalitts,  that  the  prevalence  of  Democracy 
in  the  United  States  it  incompatible  with  the  safety 
of  the  State  debts  held  by  the  English.  This  is  the 
conclusion  arrived  ai.  But  this  is  a  point  on  which 
it  is  right  that  the  book  should  speak  for  itself;  and 
at  this  point  it  is  that  I  have  intended  to  make  it 
speak.    L>s*en,  then,  to  what  it  says: 

a Where  sufficient  data  have  been  obtained,  an  attempt  hae 
been  made  in  the  last  chapter  to  show  the  ability  of  the  several 
State*  to  meet  the  demands  that  may  poesiblybe  made  upon  them; 
and  in  some  ca«es  that  point  hae  been  eaiidbctorily  established. 
But  ae  the  ultimata  security  of  even,  the  greater  part  of  the 
loans  have  finally  to  rest  on  a  syrtsm  of  taxation,  not  only  the 
means  but  the  probable  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  to  submit 
to  taxation,  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  an  attempt  to 
exhibit  the  degree  of  credit  which"  should  attach  to  these  en* 
gagementa." 

"The  effect  of  this  prevalence  of  Democratic  principles  may 
have  in  the  caae  be  ore  us,  ia  vttj  evident;  for,  should  the 
States  hereafter  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  taxation  to  de- 
fray the  interest  on  their  loan*,  it  will  not,  probably,  be  till  the 
different  undertakings  for  which  the  loans  were  raised  will 
have  beeo  rendered  unpopular  by  want  of  success;  and  though 
it  does  not  follow  that  the  people,  under  these  circumstances,  will 
refuse  to  make  the  necessary  sacrifice,their  adhering  to  their  en- 
easements  cannot  be  so  confidently  depended  upon  as  it  might 
be  if  the  legislative  bodies  were  returned  by  classes  more  di- 
rectly interested  in  the  maintenance  of  the  financial  integrity  of 
the  States." 

•  ••«•• 

"Though  in  estimating  the  future  by  the  past,  there  is  great 
reason,  therefore,  to  believe  that  a  determination  to  adhere  strict- 
\y  to  their  engagements  is  still  likely  to  characterize  the  people 
of  the  several  States,  yet  the  effect  of  the  continued  and  rapid 
strides  which  Democratic  principles  are  making  In  the  United 
States  may  have  too  important  consequences  to  be  altogether 
overlooked  in  the  present  Inquiry." 


■The  growth  of  popular  opinion,  In  the  worst  sense  of  the 
word,  in  ihe  Untied  States,  and  the  influence  it  has  had  in  over* 
ruling  the  wiser  and  natter  principles  advocated  by  Uie  mora  en- 
lightened portion  of  the  citizens,  have  been  lamentably  shown 
in  the  little  power  which  the  Executive  hae  been  proved  to  pos- 
sess at  all  points  where  it  baa  been  opposed  by  popular  clamor, 
which,  whether  expressed  throughout  the  Union  generally,  or  ia 
a  detached  portion  of  it,  has,  in  the  end,  always  proved  vie- 


"Possessed  ef  wealth,  of  talent,  and  of  station,  f  hey  (the  bet* 
ter  classes)  were  able  to  exert  the  influence  which  these  ougJu\ 
ever  to  command  in  the  selection  of  their  representatives  in  the 
national  councils;  but  the  subjugation  of  ihis  important  and 
respectable  class  to  the  numerical  force  of  the  majority,  in  the 
wealthiest  States  in  lite  Union  at  the  period  of  the  elections  In 
1631,  evinces  the  power  which  the  dangerous  right  of  oni te-rsal 
suffrage  is  calculated  to  confer  on  those  who  are  little  At  to 
judge  of  the  true  interests  of  the  State,  and  moat  open  to  the 
infl  uence  of  uncontrolled  feelings.'' 

•  •  •  •  •  a 

"In  deprecating,  however,  the  dangerous  tendency  of  Demo- 
cratic principles,  it  must  be  borne  In  mind  that  the  direction  of 
the  bias  which  this  power  will  give  to  the  course  of  events,  will 
depend  on  the  character  of  the  people  who  exercise  it;  and  a?, 
in  the  supposed  instance,  the  question  is  a  simple  one,  of  whe- 
ther the  States  will  act  honestly  or  fraudulently,  much  will  de- 
pend on  the  prevalence  of  religious  principles  among  them;  tor. 
no  views  of  expediency,  however  far-sighted,  or  even  princi- 
ples of  national  honor,  can,  under  the  supposed  cireumataaces, 
be  relied  on." 


Mr.  B.  after  reading  th*se  extracts,  resumed  his 
remarks,  and  went  on  to  say,  that  he  had  quoted 
enough  to  show  the  feelings  of  Eng'isli  capitalists 
with  respect  to  the  American  Democracy — enough 
to  show  that  their  feelings  were  now  what  they 
were  fifty  years  ago,  and  lor  the  same  cause.  The 
British  debts,  due  before  the  Revolution  from  Ame- 
rican citizens  to  British  merchants,  and  afterwards 
provided  for  in  Jay's  treaty,  wa*  then  the  great 
cause  of  English  antipathy  to  Ameiican  Democra- 
cy. These  English  then,  as  now,  took  it  into  their 
headf  to  believe  that  the  Amrrican  Democracy  was 
a  rabble;  without  morals,  religion,  property,  honor, 
intelligence,  or  public  or  private  failh;  that  tbey 
could  not  be  relied  on  to  pay  the  debts;  and,  there- 
fore, they  were  against  them.  At  the  same  time, 
they  toe  k  into  their  heads  that  there  was  another 
party  in  the  United  States  who  were  the  reverse  of 
alt  this— a  party  which  was  composed  of  the  better 
classes—and  on  which  they  could  rely  for  payment; 
and  upon  the  success  and  elevation  of  this  party, 
they  immediately  placed  their  hopes.  This  was  the 
reasoning  of  British  capitalists  with  respect  to 
American  debtors  forty  and  fifty  years  ago;  and, 
correspondent  to  this  reasonfng,  was  their  action* 
They  interfered  in  our  elections.  They  tot  k  the 
field  in  favor  of  ihe  Federal. Ms,  and  Against  the  ' 
Democracy.  They  operated  bv  the  means  known 
to  the  money  power— by  applications  of  money  to 
active  egents — by  disturbing  the  business,  and 
misleading  the  mind  of  the  public.  Prominent  in- 
dividuals were  gained  over  by  largesse?;  the  public 
was  coerced,  or  misled — coerced  by  operating  on  the 
markets,  or  misled  by  daily  publications  from 
presses  in  British  pay.  What  aged  citizen  is  there 
who  does  notrecollect  these  scene? — the  scenes  of 
foreicn  interference  from  1790  to  1800?  What 
young  man  is  there  who  has  not  read  of  them? 
Who  has  not  heard  of  the  Porcupine  Gazette,  and 
its-assistant  laborers?— ihe  first  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  its  affiliated  insiitn' ions?— the  British 
merchants,  and  their  enmsarieb?— all— all— openly 
engaged  in  onr  elections,  and  rivalling  the  Fe- 
deralists in  their  sbuse  and  hatred  of  Ds- 
mocracy.  Who  is  th<r*  that  has  not  heard  of 
the  younger  Pitt's  declaration  in  Parliament, 
that  Cobbctt,  then  the  champion  of  England 
and  the  foe  of  Democracy,  deserved,  a  statue  of 
gold  for  his  writings  ia  America?  Who  is  there 
that  does  not  know  from  recollection,  or  by  read- 
ing, or  bv  traditions,  all  the*e  things?  It'  there  is 
any  one," let  him  look  to  the  history  of  the  timer— 
to  the  history  of  the  elections  of  1796  and  1800— 
and  he  will  learn  things  which  it  concern*  him  to 
know.  Now,  in  oor  own  day,  and  at  the  end  of 
near  half  a  century,  we  And  things  reverted  to 
their  ancient  position— debts  again  due  to  the  Bri- 
tish—debt*,  the  payment  of  which  depends  on  po- 
litical as  well  as  individual  action— which  will  re- 
quire legislation  and  taxation  as  well  as  individual 
faiih  and  exertion.  A  treaty  was  necessary  then; 
laws  are  necessary  now;  and  thus  the  old  state  of 
things  is  revived,  and  with  it,  all  its  accessories 
and    cQUeqatncet,     ThU  hook    it    prof  of 
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the  fact;  but  it  is  not  all  ihe  proof.  It  goes 
far  enough}  but  there  is  more  to  come.  It  it 
a  witness  of  the  highest  authority  to  this  ease,  issu- 
ing from  the  bosom  of  the  English  capitalist*;  and 
speaking  their  every  wish  and  feeling.  It  is  the 
,  authentic  exposition  of  their  sentiments.  It  shows 
them  to  be  the  enemies  of  Democracy — the  friends 
of  Federalism— uneasy  about  their  debts— anxious 
.    to  secure  them — and  looking  to  the  Federalists  for 

Kyment.  It  shows  that  the  fate  of  the  debts *is  ta- 
red to  be  iayo'.ved  in  the  issue  of  oar  party  con- 
tests, and  that  all  is  lost  if  the  Democracy  is  victo- 
rious. All  this  ihe  book  shows,  and  that  the  de- 
struction of  the  American  Democracy,  is  the  fixed 
end  and  aim  of  the  British  capitalists.  Delenda 
est  Carthago— let  Carthage  be  destroy  ed— was  never 
more  distinctly  pronounced  by  the  elder  Cato,  at 
the  conclusion  of  bis  every  speech,  than  the  de- 
struction of  American  Democracy  is  denounced  in 
he  concluding  chapter  of  this  book. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  he  had  now  produced 
one  division  of  the  testimony  which  went  to  esta- 
blish foreign  interference  in  our  election*,  and 
would  proceed  to  another.  He  would  show  to  the 
Senate  the  letters  of  an  eminent  London  banker, 
,  and  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  England,  which  went 
fall,  and  without  circumlocution,  to  the  point.  He 
alluded  to  the  letters  of  Frederick  Huth  and  Co. 
to  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  in  the 
months  of  June  and  September  last.  Toe  bouse 
of  Huth  and  Co.  bad  been  made  the  agent  of  the 
Bank  of  Missouri  in  selling  a  few  bonds  which  the 
State  was  improvident  enough  to  issue;  the  sales 
were  not  made;  and  these  letters  were  to  explain 
-  the  reason  of  this  failure.  The  first  letter  bore  date 
the  3d  of  June,  and  contained  this  sentence: 

•The  attention  of  oar  capitalist*  and  of  hen  engaged  in  Ame- 
rican  affitirsia  now  turned  to  jrcur  internal  politics,  and  if  the 
prospect*  for  your  next  Presidential  election  held  out  by  the 
last  account*  should  lie  realized,  this  circumstance  will  comri- 
but*  more  than  any  other  to  restore  sjeneiftLcoirfdroce." 

This,  said  Mr.  B.  is  a  very  pregnant  sentence, 
and  every  word  of  it  is  significant  of  an  important 
result.  The  attention  of  British  capitalists  is  turn- 
ed to  the  politics,  and  the  interns  1  politics,  of  the 
United  States.  This  is  the  declaration,  and  what 
curious  matter  it  presents  for  our  consideration. 
Capitalists,  not  politicians,  are  now  occupied  with 
our  affairs.  It  was  deemed  bad  enough— the 
firamers  of  our  Constitution  thought  it  bad  enepgh 
—for  foreign  Governments  to  interfere  in  our  in- 
ternalafftirs  and  therefore  made  provision  against 
such  interference.  They  did  not  think  of  guarding 
against  foreign  capitalists;  yet  this  is  the  quarter 
from  which  the  interference  now  comes.  Degrad- 
ing and  dangerous  as  would  be  the  interference  of 
a  foreign  Government  in  our  affairs,  far  mjofe  so 
is  that  cf  foreign  money  dealers.  The  purse  is  a 
more  poient  enemy  than  the  sword;  and  the  Histo- 
ry of  all  free  Governments  shows  that  a  foreign 
moneyed  interference  is  more  dangerous  than  the 
invasion  of  an  army. 

The  first  division  of  this  sentence  shows  that  our 
internal  politics  are  the  subj  ct  of  ihis  inter  e- 
rence;  the  second  division  of  it  shows  what  part 
of  onr  internal  affairs  are  intended;  and  that  ihiv 
is  no  le*a  than  onr  Residential  election!  It  i* 
equally  explicit  as  to  the  side  of  that  election  which 
has  the  r  good  wishes.  If  M  turns  out  as  they  were 
led  to  cxpx ct,  and  we  all  know  whit  that  expec  a- 
tionwas;  if  it  turned  out  that  General  Harrison 

~~  should  be  elected,  then  an  important  consequence 
was  to  ensure— a  great  result  was  to  folio*— n* 
less  than  the  general  restoration  of  confidence!  He 
does  not  say  confidence  in  what,  nor  why  ihe  sud 
dan  resurrection  of  thai  feeling  was  to  take  place; 
nor  was  it  necessary  for  him  to  do  so.  Dooms 
Day  book  had  told  that  secreu  it  had  explained  that 
mystery.  Democracy  could  not  be  ft  Led  upon  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  Stare  debts:  Federa- 
lism on  Id:  and  hence  the  consequence  attached  by 
British  cf editors  to  General  Harrison's  election.  It 
show j  where  their  ejes  are  turned — that  the?  are 
turned  to  the  Federal  Government — t  >  the  Presi- 
dent and  to  Congress— for  the  support  and  mainte- 
nance of  State  credit— for  the  payment  of  S  ate 
debts,  principal  and  interest.  Th  s  is  what  it  shows; 
whether  truly  or  not,  lime  and  evicts  will  soon  tin- 

___  fold:  and  thus  it  was  nef  necessary  for  Mr,  Bath 


ro  explain  the  manner  in  which  the  election  of 
General  Harrison  was  to  operate  a  resurrection  of 
the  corpse  of  defunct  confidence.  Dooms  Day 
book  had  done  it;  and  to  that  we  can  refer  for  all 
the  explanations  which  are  wanting. 

Mr.  B.  here  remarked  upon  the  word  confidence. 
He  said  it  was  used  more  frequently  during  our  late 
Presidential  canvass  than  any  other  word  in  the 
English  language,  one  only  excepted,  which  he 
would  name  hereafter.  It  was  used  in  Congress 
and  out  of  Congress,  in  writing  and  in  speaking, 
and  by  all  orders  of  writers  and  speakers.  It  was 
used  not  only  inces^an'ljf ,  but  mysteriously.  It 
was  a  cabalistic  phrase.  It  stood  for  a  whole  ar- 
gument within  fcelf;  was  always  ready  when  no- 
thing else  could  be  thought  of;  and  was  deemed 
the  more  potent  because  it  was  incomprehensible. 
Thus  it  was  used  during  our  canvass,  playing  a 
great  part  in  the  contest,  and  no  one  being  able  to 
tell  the  reason  why.  Now  the  secret  is  out.  The 
origin  and  the  import  of  the  phrase  is  known:  it  is 
of  British  origin,  and  sinister  import.  It  comes 
from  London,  and  imports  that  the  Federal  party 
is  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  State  debts  in  Eu- 
rope. Therefore,  confidence  is  to  be  revived  in 
State  credit;  the  capitalists  are  to  untie  their  purse 
strings;  and  bonds  can  be  sold  a*  fast  as  lamp  black, 
and  rac*  can  be  converted  into  State  obligations. 

Mr.  B  proceeded  to'  the  letter  of  September,  and 
read  this  extract: 

"If  however,  your  election!  for  the  Presidentship  should 
have  ihe  result  now  anticipated,  it  Is  very  probable  that  an  im- 
pulse will  be  given  to  all  State  slocks,  and  the  moment  may 
then  arrive  when  your  bonds  can  be  introduced  under  fatorable 
auspices." 

This  paragraph  (Mr.  B.  said)  was  a  complete 
reiteration  of  the  sentiments  of  the  June  letter,  with 
an  enlargement  of  the  supposed  consequential 
effects  of  the  election  of  the  Federal  candidate. 
The  June  letter  looked  to  the  beneficial  effect  of  the 
election  on  raising  the  value  of  State  bonds;  this 
letter  looks  te  a*i  increased  value  to  be  imparted 
to  all  State  stocks;  all  to  receive  an  impulse.  This 
comprehensive  phrase  includes  every  variety  of 
stocks  created  by  State  legislation.  It  includes 
banking,  canal,  railroad,  fancy,  territorial,  city  and 
a V.  It  includes  such  establishments  as  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  two-thirds  of  which  is  owned 
in  England,  and  its  stock  now  at  50  ceuts  in  the 
dollar,  which  is45cenis  more  than  it  will  yield 
when  wound  up;  it  includes  such  as  the  Morris 
Cacal  Bank  slock,  covered  two  or  three  d  *ep  with 
liens  in  Europe,  and  worth  not  a  straw.  It  includes 
such  articles  as  the  Florida  bonds,  and  the  Pensa- 
cola  Bank  and  railroad;  it  includes  city  stocks- 
cities  which  are  only  lithographed,  as  well  as  those 
wh:ch  are  incorporated.  It  includes  all  these,  and 
myriads  more,  in  addition  to  the  Slate  bonds— to 
amounts  not  known,  and  at  every  degree  of  de- 
preciation, from  the  cool  latitude  of  50  cents  in  the 
dollar,  down  to  the  freezing  point  of  aero.  All 
thete  are  to  receive  an  imnuse — to  take  a  start  in 
the  market — to  eive  per  centums  to  the  holders— 
in  lb*  event  of  General  HUirison'*  election  to  the 
American  Presidency.  Add  all  these  amounts  to 
the  State  debts  p-oper,  anJ  immense  will  be  the 
agereea'e,  and  almost  incredible  the  interest  wbich, 
according  to  their  own  calculations,  these  capi- 
talists have  dependant  upon  the  issue  of  our  Presi- 
dential election. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  another  paragraph  of  the 
September  let'^r     It  wa*  in  these  words: 

"After  you  have  waife  I  so  long,  we  think  H  would  he  a  pity 
to  recall  the  bonds  without  seeing  what  effect  a  change  in  your 
Executive  will  produce,  in  which  point  we  may  expect  to  form 
*  a  fair  judgment  about  the  beginning  of  next  ytar." 

Thi*,  paid  Mr  B  ii  a  most  pointed  paragraph 
The  London  agent  dissuades  the  Missouri  Bank 
President  from  r<*raUin*  the  bonds.  It  would  be  a 
i  i»v,  *e  said,  to  recall  them  before  the  Presi- 
dential election— before  ,«eein?  what  woull  be 
th»  effect  of  a  change  in  the  America*  Executive- 
This  'chance  wax  to  have  a  good  effect  upon  the 
sirck  mark' t  and  that  the  result  woulu  be  known 
by  the  1st  of  January.  H>re  was  a  clear  declara- 
tion that  the  sale  of  ihe  bonds  was  dependent  upon 
the  issue  of  the  elec'ion,  and,  consequently,  that  if 
the  b/tnk  wished  to  sell  its  bonds,  ii  must  first  elect 
Harrison.  This  was  the  plain  import  of  the  letter; 
and  when  we  recollect  that  this  was  only  a  sample 
of  what  wis  said  to  nlMhat  all  sellers  of  stocks  of 


every  kind,  to  the  amount  of  some  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions of  slocks,  and  comprehending  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  person?,  and  whole  Siatea,  corporations, 
and  cities;  that  all  these  were  tempted  and  excited 
as  the  Missouri  Bank  was,  then  we  see  the  immen- 
sity of  the  influence  which  the  London  moneyed 
power  was  bringing  to  bear  upon  the  election.  No 
doubt  thousands  of  similar  letters  were  written  to 
other  institutions,  and  to  other  individuals;  that  they 
were  sent  into  every  part  of  the  Union,  and  among 
all  classes  of  debtors,  individual,  corporate,  and 
States;  and  that  all  were  made  to  believe  that,  on 
the  result  of  the  election,  depended  the  fulness  or 
the  emptiness  of  their  own  purse*. 

Mr.  B.  reminded  the  Senate  that  he  bad  made 
an  exception  in  favor  of  another  phrase,  not  then 
named,  when  he  spoke  of  the  incontinent  use  of 
the  phrase,  cmJ5denct,in  our  late  Presidential  can- 
vass: he  made  an  exception  in  favor  of  another 
phrase  when  he  spoke  of  the  iooessant  use  of  that 
one,  and  promised  to  bring  it  to  light  in  due  time. 
That  promise  is  now  complied  with.'  The  ex- 
cepted phrase  is  brought  to  I:ght.  It  is  found  in 
the  last  quoted  paragraph  from  the  London  letter, 
and  in  that  part  of  it  which  looks  to  the  ckpnge  in 
the  American  Executive.  This  phrase,  above  all 
others,  even  above  that  of  confidence,  figured  in  our 
election,  and  resounded  in  the  Federal  harangues. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  recollect  a  speech,  to  find 
an  essay,  or  to  remember  a  conversation  in  rela- 
tion to  the  election,  in  which  this  word  change, 
did  not  play  its  prominent  and  conspicuous  part. 
It,  also,  was  cabalistic  and  talismaaic  It  stood 
for  a  whole  argument  in  itself,  and  like  the 
other,  was  the  more  potent  because  incompre- 
hensible. Change!  change!  was  the  Federal 
cry  during  the  summer  campaign,  and  high 
above  all  the  others,  was  heard  the  voice  of 
a  gentleman  who  had  visited  England  in  the 
summer  of  1839,  and  from  whom  the  cry  of  change, 
change,  change,  was  heard  to  resound  from  Boston 
to  Richmond,  and  back  again  from  Richmond  to 
Boston.  Had  he  been  a  starling,  caged  in  Eng- 
land, and  taacht  the  daly  lesson,  he  could  not  have 
repeated  it  with  more  incontinent  assiduity.  Now 
we  all  see  where  the  phrase  comes  from;  that  it  is 
of  London  origin,  and  comes  from  the  bosom  of 
tba  English  capitalist*,  and  from  the  mouth  of  n 
director  of  the  Bank  of  England.  Well,  the  change 
has  come!  The  American  Executive  is  changed, 
and  with  it  many  changes  of  place  and  office  will 
take  place.  That  may  satisfy  the  summer  patriots 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  but  it  will  not  satisfy 
the  purse  holders  on  the  other  side.  They  want  the 
fruits  of  the  change— the  per  centums  on  rising 
stocks;  and  it  wril  require  something  more  than  an 
exi'  and  an  entrance  at  ihe  White  Ktouse  to  satisfy 
them.  They  most  have  measu res — legislative  mea- 
sures—-laws — to  answer  their  purpose.  They  must 
have  State  credit  sustained;  anu  to  this  body  they 
will  look  for  all  this  substantial  and  profitable  work. 
The  hurrah  of  the  election  victory,  a  dance  in  log 
cabins,  the  change  of  place  and  office,  will  not  sa- 
tisfy them.  The  uato<«VMs  the  word!  Make  them 
rise,  is  the  demand ! 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  expected  to  have  presented 
the  Huth  letters  to  the  Senate  under  a  most  impres- 
sive form — be  had  expected  to  have  presented  them 
under  the  authority,  and  in  obedience  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri.  That 
body  has  taken  cognizance  of  the*  e  letters,  written 
to  the  president  ol  the  Bank  of  the  State.  It  bad 
token  cognizance  of  them,  and  made  them  the 
subject  of  a  series  of  resolution?,  troe  of  which  re- 
quired them  to  he  communicated  to  the  delegation 
of  the  State  in  Congress.  The  resolutions  had  all 
pas.ed,  af  himself  and  colleague  knew  from  letters, 
and  from  newspaper  reports;  they  had  passed  long 
since,  but  had  not  been  received  by  himself  or  any 
one  of  the  delegation.  That  they  were  lost  on  the 
way,  in  one  of  the  numerous  mails  which  had  teen 
robbed  this  winter,  was  the  probable  conjecture; 
and  having  a  correct,  but  not  an  official  copy  of  ihe 
resolutions,  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  now  present  them  as 
a  part  of  bis  argument,  and  as  an  authentic  com- 
mentary npon  ihe  character  of  the  Huth  letters. 

Mr.  B  then  read : 

"Resolved  by  the  Bouee  ef  Repreetntatit*9,tJk  AtfMtt  caw- 
cufTt»f  thermtK 


Jftn.1841. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 
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£6th  Cong.— ...2nd  Sbss. 


Pre-emption  Law— Mr.  Benton. 


Senate. 


••1st  That  ihe  bond*  of  the  State  of  Missouri  in  the  hand*  of 
Frederick  tinth  and  Co.  in  London,  be  recill«I,  and  taken  out 
of  the  European  market. 

*-9d.  That  the  twn  letters  from  Frederick  Huth  and  Co. 
3  London,  June  3d,  and  September  llih,  1840,  disclose  the 
enceof  a  direct  interference  on  the  pan  of  Britten  capital- 

i  lb  the  Internal  politics  of  the  United  States,  and  especially 

in  the  Pieatdentiai  election  of  1910,  and  in  favor  of  changing 
the  American  Executive. 

'3d.  That  tbe  said  letter*  contain  internal  evidence  of  a  be* 
Uef  in  the  mind*  of  British  capitalists  that  the  value  of  Ameri- 
can bond*  and  stock"  in  theh  hands  will  be  increased  by  the 
election  of  the  Federal  candidate  to  the  Presidentship  tn  1840. 

"4th.  That  the  said  letters  contain  internal  evidence  of  a  de- 
sign on  die  part  of  Stilish  capitalists  to  bribe  the  American 
people  with  their  own  money. 

°&th-  That  any  legislation  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  increase 
she  vaitM  of  American  bonds  and  stocks  in*  the  hands  of  Bri- 
tish capitalists,  will  be  an  alar  mine  compliance  with  the  be- 
lief 1011  expectation  of  the  said  capitalists,  and  will  be  a  re- 
ward to  them  for  their  interference  in  our  election,  and  an 
to  continue  their  Interference   in  time   to 


(%ih.  That  any  assumption  or  guarantee  of  said  debts,  or 
any  provision  for  paying  them,  on  ibe  part  of  the  General 
Government,  or  any  attempt  to  appropriate  the  public  land 
revenue  to  their  payment,  will- be  an  invitation  to  R:i>i*h  ca- 
pitalists to  interfere  in  oar  legislation,  as  well  &s1n  our  eke* 
Jfowa,  and  an  Inducement  to  them  to  use  all  the  peans  known 
id  the  moneyed  power  to  obtain  the  passage  of  laws  favora- 
ble to  their  interest,  and  tending  to  enhance  the  value  of  the 
stocks  and  bonds  held  by  them. 

"7th.  That  of  all  the  modes  of  assumiag.  guarantying,  or  pro- 
viding Jbrtbepeymem  of  the  State  debts  in  Europe,  the  most 
objectionable  and  injurious  would  be  by  appropriating  the  pub- 
lic lend  revenue  to  that  object,  as  thereby,  in  addition  to  all  the 
evils  of  aa  actual  assumption  of  said  debts,  the  public  lands 
would  become  virtually  mortgaged  to  foreigners,  who  would 
immediately  feel  an  interest  in  the  sale  and  disposition  of  said 
lands,  advene  to  the  interest  of  the  people)  and  would  use  their 
influence  in  Congress  to  procure  the  same  to  be  sold  for  the 
highest  possible  price,  and  to  pf  event  all  equitable  reductions  of 
price,  and  also  preventing  all  donations  and  pre-emptions  to  ac- 


*t9tb.  That  it  is  unconstitutional,  degrading  to  the  character 
of  the  States,  tending  to  consolidation,  and  involving  corrupt 
— — *— ■  on  the  pan  of  foreigners,  for  Congress  to  engage  in 
sues  to  sustain  State  credit  in  Europe. 
.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  and  of  the  two  letters 
to  which  they  refer,  be  furnished  to  the  Missouri  delegation  in 
Congress;  and  that  the  same  be  spread  on  the  journals  of  this 


Such,  said  Mr.  B.  is  the  commentary  of  ibe  Ge- 
neral Assembly  of  Missouri  on  these  extraordintry 
letters,  and  in  every  word  of  which  I  concur. 
The  General  Assembly  has  properly  resented  ibe 
insult  to  the  integrity  of  its  bank  by  ordering  the 
recall  of  its  bonds;  and  it  has  signally  rebuked  the 
insolence  of  a  foreign  interference  in  oar  affairs  by 
a  public  denunciation  of  its  atrocity. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  authentic  testimonies  which  be 
had  produced,  and  which  established  the  great 
point  of  a  foreign  interference  in  out  election,  now 
gave  him  a  right  to  introduce  other  evidence  of  a 
character  not  so  high  as  the  former,  but  perfectly 
admissible  now  that  the  main  fact  was  established: 
lie  alluded  to  the  newspaper  press  of  Great  Britain 
—tiie  High  Tory  papers  of  that  kingdom — which 
were  much  more  direct  nod  un reserved,  more  open 
and  coarse  in  the  expression  of  their  Fentiments 
than  were  the  book  and  If  tiers  from  which  he  had 
been  quoting.  These  papers  were  as  explicit  as 
they  were  indecent  in  their  denunciations  of  De- 
mocracy, in  their  praise  of  Federalism,  in  their 
wishes  for  the  election  of  General  Harris  on,  in  their 
asramed  knowledge  of  his  sentiments,  and  ia  ihcir 
directions  and  intimations  tn  nur  Congros.  From 
some  of  these  be  would  read,  and  would  show  that 
the  American  nation  was  the  subject  of  a  degree  of 
interference,  and  of  insult,  such  as  no  other  nation 
on  the  globe  now  received;  and  which  would  seem 
to  say  that  some  of  these  E  it  tors  had  never -yet 
heard  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  still  consi- 
dered these  States  as  the  dependent  colon  es  of  the 
British  empire.  Take,  for  example,  this  para- 
graph from  the  London  Moining  Chronicle  of  Sep- 
tember last: 

H At  present  Great  Britain  exercises  a  powerful  influence  over 
fee  social,  political,  and  fiscal  affairs  of  t'  e  United  States.  The 
dependence  of  tbt  planters  in  the  South,  and  the  commercial 
men  io  the  North,  upon  the  British  market,  necessarily  super 
induces  a  desire  for  peace  on  their  part,  while  it  gives  this 
country  a  large  amount  of  control  over  the  public  decisions  of 
those  bodies.  The  ultra  Republicans  of  the  States  do  not  relish 
thai  control,  They  see  that  it  interposes  a  barrier  against  the 
working  out  of  their  Democrat ical  principles." 

•  e  •  e  • 

Here  is  the  direct  and  peremptory  a9?ertion  of 
foreign  influence — of  control  over  public  bodies — 
of  opposition  to  Republicanism  and  Democracy. 
The  assertion  is  loo  direct — !he  language  too  expli- 
cit—to  require,  or  even  to  admit,  of  com  men - 

Take  again  this  from  the  London  Morning  Post 
of  Jane  last; 


"By  the  ejection  of  General  Harrison  tbe  Whig  candidate, 
and  ths  rejection  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  tho  return  of  the  Govern- 
ment toasoundand  rational  system  of  banking  will  follow  as  a 
matter  of  course;  and  possibly  the  United  States  flank  may 
once  morefioditsell  under  the  protection  of  a  proper  charter. 
The  rejection  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  will  bo  decisive  of  the  fate  of 
the  8ob- 1  reasitry  scheme.  That  insane  piece  of  legislation 
wilt  be  most  assuredly  knocked  on  the  head,  and  we  shall  no 
longer  hear  of  the  pet  banks,  and  the  thousand  other  absurdities 
with  which  it  is  associated. 

"WeTsjoice  in  the  downfall  of  the  visionary  undertakings  of. 
the  radical  spirits  and  political  economical  coxcombs,  whether 
tbey  be  of  the  old  world  o{  the  new,  and  may,  accordingly, 
congratulate  the  Americans  On  the  prospects  they  have  of  set- 
ting rid  of  such  quacks  as  Van  Buren,  "Van"  Jackson,  and  Mr. 
Amos  Kendall." 

Here,  said  Mr.  8.  is  a  glimpse  of  some  of  the 
fruits  which  tbe  Englsh  capitalists  expect  to  gather 
from  the  cfarngeof  the  American  Executive.  They 
expect  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  to  be  rechar- 
tered — they  expect  the  local  bank*  to  be  freed  from 
all  restraint  or  subordination  to  law— they  expect 
the  balloon  of  paper  credit  to  be  again  inflated — 
they  expect  the  dead  c arrays  of  bank  credit  io  be 
revived  and  reanimated — they  expect  State  credit 
to  be  sustained — they  expect  paper  dollats  and  &hin 
plasters,  post  notes  and  broken  bank  notes,  to  con- 
stitute the  currency  of  the  United  States,  while  our 
gold  and  silver  goes  to  them:  this  is  what  they  ex- 
pect; and  as  tbe  preliminary  measure — as  the  first 
step  towards  all  these  English  advantages,  they  ex- 
pect that  insane  piece  of  legislation,  called  the  In- 
dependent Treasury,  to  be  knocked  on  the  head. 
Yes,  sir,  knocked  on  the  head !  That  is  tbe  com- 
mand—-the  British  order !  Knock  it  on  tbe  head ! 
Strike  it  on  the  forehead !  Kill  it,  like  a  dog !  Such 
is  the  order  to  th«  American  Congress,  which  comes 
from  the  High  Tory  press  of  Great  Britain ! 

Mr.  President,  continued  Mr.  B  yon  may  recol- 
lect the  part  which  it  fell  upon  me  to  sustain  dur- 
ing the  revolt  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
against  the  country — during  the  veto— the  panic — 
and  the  expunsing  sessions— and  how  I  was  accus- 
tomed to  answer  upon  the  spot  all  the  speakers  of 
the  Opposition,  replying,  not  only  to  their  speeches 
generally,  but  to  thrir  arguments  ia  detai'.    My 
friends  were  often  surprised  at  the  promptitude  and 
fulness  of  these  replies.    Tbey  have  often  expressed 
astonishment  at  it ;  and  now,  sir,  I  can  tell  you 
how    it    happened.      I    always    observed    tbe 
instructions    of    the   militia    captain  to  bis  be- 
ginners   in    the  manual  exercise:    I   kept    my 
eye  upon    the  "fuglemon!"    I  kept  it  upon   the 
Bank  press  in  Philadelphia.    From  that  press  I 
could  always  learn,  before  Congress  met,  what  it 
was  that  Congress  would  be  required  to  do— not 
only  the  thing  itself  which  was  required— but  ihe 
mode  of  doing    it,   and   alt    the  arguments  for 
it.      Tbe*e,    I    clipped   from    the    papers,    and 
hid  by  for  use;  and  when  the  session  came  on,  and 
the  measures  were  moved,  and  tbe  speeches  de- 
li verel  io  favor  of  them,  I  was  ready  for  action :  I 
was  ready  for  the  reply.    Thus  I  kept  myself,  tem- 
per purahu— always  ready— during  that  long  con- 
test with  the  Biitish   power,  impersonated  in  ihe 
mi>  called  Bank  of  the  United  States,   That  institu- 
tion is  as  much  British  as  ever,  and  more  too.    It 
is  British  in  toto  now;  but  it  has  managed  too  bad- 
ly_wnk  too  low—done  too  moch  damage  to  its 
owners  abroad — to  be  allowed  any  longer  to  take  a 
lead  in  the  British  affairs  in  America;  it  is  reduced 
to  the  condition  of  an  organ  and  an  instrument  of 
the  real  power  in  London.    It  bas  sent  its  old 
cashier  there.    The  supreme  direction  of  affairs 
is  called  home— called  back  to  London;  and  now  it 
is  in  London  that  I  shall  look  for  future  inti- 
mations of  what  is  required  to  be  done  here.    The 
High  Tory  press  in  London  is  the  index  which  I 
shall  watch.    I  shall  still  keep  my  eye  upon  the 
fugleman;  but  henceforth  th  all  look  for  him,  not 
in  Phiadelphta,  but  in*  London.    This  is  what  I 
shall  do,  and  it  is  what  I  have  already  done,  and 
with  good  eff  ct.    Look  to  the  article  which  I  have 
jus?  r^ad.    Compare  it  with  the  movements  here, 
and  the  very  language  which  is  used  here,  and  the 
temper  and  spirit  which  is  shown  here:  compare 
a'l  together,  and  see  bow  precisely ,  the  London 
High  Tory  press  is  an  in4ex  to  what  we  see  and 
hear.    It  is  an  index,  not  only  to  the  measures 
which  are  proposed,  and  the  arguments  nsed  in 
support  of  them,  but  also  to  the  spirit  and  lan- 
guage in  which  Democratic  statesmen  are  men- 
toned.    Look  to    tho    contemptuous    and  re- 


proachful 'epithets  lavished  upon  tbe  heads  of 
our  party— -such  radical  coxcomb*  an  Van 
Buren,  Van  Jackson  and  Amos  Kendall:  they 
are  the  counterpart  of  what  are  used  bere.  I 
name  then)  to  show  the  identity  of  spirit  between 
High  Toryism  in  England  and  Federalism  in  Ame- 
rica—to show  the  unrelenting  vengeange  of  this 
spirit  on  both  sides  of  the  ocean— and  that,  even  in 
retirement,  our  leading  men  cannot  escape  tbeir  in- 
sults and  persecution.  General  Jackson  is  pursued 
to  his  fireside  in  Tennessee;  Mi.  Kendall  is  pur- 
sued in  to  rfts  private  and  mod<st  retreat: no  peace  for 
them  any  where:  the  London  papers,  and  the 
American  orators,  all  at  work  upon  them  at  once. 

Mr.  B.  here  paid  a  deserved  compliment  to  Mr. 
Kendall,  and  remarked,  as  a  proof  of  his  integrity 
in  the  high  office  which  he  had  filled,  that  all  the 
great  contractors  were  against  him— that  all,  or 
nearly  all,  were  reproaching  and  denouncirg  him. 
This  was  homage  to  his  integrity:  it  was  applause 
upon  bis  administration.  Contractors  want  bar- 
gains; great  contractors  want  great  bargain?;  they 
want  a  col  tract  and  a  fortune  together,  and  will 
praise  any  head  of  department  who  will  gratify 
them  in  these  wishes.  To  grant  them  rich  con- 
tracts is  to  command  their  applause:  to,  prefer  tbe 
public  interest  to  their',  is  to  incur  their  censure. 
This  censure,  followed  by  unparalleled  persecution, 
Mr.  Kepdall  has  received;  and  this  fact  is  equiva- 
lent to  the  highest  earthly  proof  in  favor  of  his  in- . 
tegrity.  If  any  thing  was  wanting  to  complete  the 
evidenc?,  this  clause  from  a  Lot  don  high  Tory  press 
supplies  and  furnishes  it 

Mr.  B  resumed  his  readings  from  London  pa- 
pers, and  read  from  the  London  Times  of  Septem- 
ber last,  soon  after  the  Maine  election: 

"Among  their  distinguished  leaders  may  be  ranked  Governor 
Fairfield  of  Maine,  whose  fanaticism  was  countenanced,  if  not 
excited,  by  the  President  and  his  cabinet.  But  'ibe  sceptre  has 
passed  from  Judah,'  and  one  of  the  beneficial  results,  it  is 
hoped,  will  be  a  settlement  of  this  vexed  question.  II  it  cannot 
be  arranged  without  an  appeal  to  arms,  (which  no  rational  man 
will  believe,)  the  sooner  this  fact  i«  known  the  better.  General 
Harrison  will  come  into  power  with  the  mo.-n  pacific  views.  He 
will  be  surrounded  and  sustained  by  men  under  the  influence  of 
similar  sentiments." 

Mr.  B.  raid  this  was  a  most  pregnant  paragraph, 
and  v went  beyond  any  that  bad  been  quoted.  It 
went  into  the  field  of  foreign  politics,  and  rejoiced 
that  a  Democratic  candidate  for  Governor  was 
defeated— that  the  sceptre  had  departed  from  the 
land  of  Judah.  Besides  this,  it  goes  into  the  senti- 
ments of  General  Harrison— assumes  to.know  his 
policy — his  foreign  policy — bis  policy  in  relation 
to  England— and  declares  that  to  be  pacific.  Here, 
then,  is  an  English  High  Tory  editor  assuming  to 
know  the  senumen's  of  one  <f  our  candidates  for 
the  Presidency  who  would  make  no  declaration  of 
sentiments  for  the  information  of  bis  own . 
fellow-citizens.  More  than  this:  he  assumes  to 
know  iheJCabinet!  to  know  the  gentlemen  who  are 
to  surround  the  General,  and  to  sustain  him !  and 
that  these  gentlemen  are  under  the  influence  of 
similar  sentiments!  that  is  to  say,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  a  pacific  policy  towards  England !  This  is 
really  curious,  and  leads  the  mind  back  upon  past 
events,  as  well  as  conducts  it  forward  upon  comiog 
ones.  The  sentiments  of  a  Presidential  candidate, 
unknown  here,  to  be  known  in  London;  the  new 
Cabinet  to  be  known  there,  before  the  e Section  was 
over  here;  and  the  sentiments  of  this  Cabinet  de- 
clared to  be  favorable  to  English  in'ertsis.  These 
are  curious  revelations,  and  throws  the  mind  baok 
upon  the  voyage  of  a  distinguished  Federal  gentle- 
man from  this  country  to  England  in  1839 — his 
renunciation  there  of  his  canvass  for  the  Presiden- 
cy— bis  espousal  of  tbe  cause  of  General  Harrison 
—the  immediate  forthcoming  of  the  whole  British 
interest,  political  and  pecuniary,  in  favor  of  the 
General — and  the  declarations  from  so  many 
books,  letters,  and  newspapers,  that  on  his  elec  ion 
depended  the  pacific  settlement  of  the  boundary 
queNtion,  the  payment  of  the  Stats  debts,  and  the 
rise  in  value  of  ail  sorts  of  American  stocks.  The 
mind  is  forced  back  upon  these  recollections;  and, 
while  cautious  justice  may  withhold  a  judgment* 
keen-e>ed  vigilance  is  required  to  be  wide  awake. 
The  new  Administration  may  o«  -American,  but  thus 
far  the  signs  are  British. 

Mr.  B.  would  close  his  reading  from  British  pa-  , 
pecs  by  giving  a  quotation  from  one  since  the  ciec* 
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tioo.    It  was  from  mo  London  Morning  Chronicle, 
-  and  contained  the  British  bill  of  indictment  against 
Mr.  Van  Boxen,  and  the  congratulations  of  Eng- 
land upon  the  election  of  his  competitor.    Hear  it: 

•The  election  of  General  Harrison  to  the  Presidency  of  the 
Unitedflcates  is  an  event  deeply  interesting  to  England. 
'  „'*■'•  v«i  Bursa  was  the  deadly  enemy  of  Great  Britain. 
He  stimulated  toe  various  crusades  agaiast  paper  money,  lie 
headed  the  conspiracies  that  were  formed  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
frauding English  creditors  out  of  the  debts  due  to  them  by 
America.  He  was  the  abettor  of  treason  in  Canada.  Be 
prompted  resistance  to  the  just  claims  of  England  In  reference 
10  the  Northeastern  boundary  question. 

'•the  sympathies  of  General  Harrison  point,  we  believe,  in  a 
direction  the  reverse  of  that  to  which  the  prejudices  of  Mr.  Van 
Bnpan  inclined. 

'The  election  of  General  Harrison  ta.  In  short,  a  result  on 
which  England  may  congratulate  herself." 

Mr.  B.  would  make  no  comment  on  this  para- 
graph; and  he  begged  not  to  be  misunderstood.  He 
was  dealing  with  foreigners,  not  with  bis  own  fel- 
low* eitizens;  he  was  discussing  the  question  of  thtir 
interference  in  our  election,  and  for  that  purpose 
quoting  their  acts  and  words,  and  showing  their 
hopes  and  fears.  This  was  good  evidence  against 
them;  it  was  authoritative  against  them,  bat  it  was 
not  authoritative  against  oar  own  citizens.  They 
have  a  right  to  be  tried  upon  their  own  merits— by 
their  own  acts  and  words;  and,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, they  shall  be  »o  judged.  The  President 
elect  shall  be  tried  by  his  acts—not  past,  but  future 
—his  acts,  from  and  after  the  4lh  day  of  March 
next  I,  for  one,  shall  close  my  eyes  upon  all  thai 
friends  or  fees  have  said,  and  look  to  his  acts;  but 
the*signs,  it  must  be  admitted,  are  any  thing  but 
auspicious. 

Mr.  B.  was  done  with  his  quotations— done,  for 
the  present,  with  his  prod  action  of  evidence  to  es- 
tablish a  foreign  interference  in  the  late  Presidential 
election.  There  was  another  large  and  distinct 
branch  of  the  sam*  subject,  to  which  he  weald 
make  no  ailasion  now,  bnt  which  he  might  explore 
on  some  future  occasion.  A  few  remarks  on  an 
incidental  point,  and  he  would  conclude.  It  has 
been  supposed,  said  Mr.  B.  that  in  alleging  a  fo- 
reign interference  in  our  election,  I  was  also  alleg- 
ing an  application  of  foreign  money  to  the  voters, 
and  accounting  for  the  loss  of  the  election  by 
aupposing  that  all  these  voters  had  been  bribed. 
No  such  thing  was  said  or  intended— no  such  thing 
was  thought  or  insinuated.  I  spoke  of  the  interfe- 
rence; and  not  of  its  effect— its  degree— or  even  its 
mode  of  operating.  All  this  was  "opening  a  field 
which  I  did  not  choose  to  enter;  but  I  am  very  ready 
to  say,  that  the  application  of  money  to  the 
mass  of  the  voters,  is  not  the  way  that  the  foreign 
moneyed  power  operates;  that  when  money  is 
applied  at  all,  it  is  not  to  the  mass,  but  to  leading 
men,  and  confidential  agents  that  it  is  delivered, 
and  that  in  large  sums.  The  mass  are  operated 
upon  through  the  mat  kefs  and  tbe  publie»intelii- 
gencers.  Markets  are  reduced,  times  are  made 
hard,  the  money  market  is  tightened,  tbe  mass  are 
distressed;  and  all  these  evils,  they  are  taught  to 
believe,  flow  from  tbe  mi^govemment  and  misrule 
.  of  those  in  power.  This  is  th»  way  a  foreign  mo- 
neyed power  interfere*  in  the  affairs  of  a  free  S  a«e; 
and,  unhappily,  our  affairs,  onr  trade  and  curren- 
cy, are  in  foreign  hands — in  Enctfeh  hands.  An 
KftguMt  minister  once  hid  the  audacity  to  say  to 
Bnrope  that  England  held  the  tempests  in  her  hand! 
The  English  capitalists  may  ?ay  10  our  America, 
wiihout  impudence,  and  with  perfect  truth,  that 
they  hold  our  finances  in  their  hand!  The 
baseness  of  our  paper  Bysten— its  dependence 
upon  London — the  fatal  power  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States— an  English  iostiiwion 
—all  place  our  currency,  our  businer  s,  our  mar- 
kets, our  prosperity  or  misery,  under  British  con- 
trol.    An  order  from  London  to  the  Bank  of  the 

United  States  to  make  money  fcuce  or  plenty to 

suspend  or  resume— to  ship  gold  to  Europe,  and 
inundate  America  with  post  notes  and  shmnlasters; 
an  order  of  this  kind  is  obeyed  with  the  alacrity 
wi  h  which  the  slave  obeys  the  master.  An  or  ler 
from  the  same  quarter  to  take  part  in  the  elections. 
is  obeyed  with  the  same  alacrity.  Some  penile- 
men  say,  and  very  truly,  that  the  distress  of  tbe 
tl  ics  has  contributed  to  the  result  of  the  election. 
I*ry  good  I  and  where  did  that  distress  ceme  torn? 


Whence  came  all  tbe  expansions  and  contractions, 
panics,  and  alarms,  suspensions  and  non-re- 
sumptions, issues  of  base  paper,  gambling  in  cot- 
ton and  stocks,  exportation  of  specie,  atd  all 
the  other  machinery  of  distress;  whence  came  it 
but  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  and  what 
is  that  but  a  foreign  institution?  Qthers  say  that 
fraud,  double  voting,  pipe  laying,  transfer  of  voters 
from  one  porat  to  another,  Hessians  conducted  by 
police  officers  and  agents  from  city  to  city — that 
these  have  done  much  to  carry  the  election.  Very 
good!  and  where  did  all  this  fraud  and  villany  come 
from?  Where  did  it  all  originate?  In  tbe  Bank  of 
the  United  State*!  and  what  is  that  bank  but  an 
English  institution?  Others  say  that  the  public 
press,  the  travelling  orators,  and  the  emissaries, 
have  done  much  of  the  mischief.  Very  good! 
And  where  did  many  of  these  receive  their  impul- 
sion, and  their  reward?  In  this  same  Bank  of  the 
United  States— a  foreign  institution.  To  this  foun- 
tain all  these  causes  are  traced,  so  that  in  attribut- 
ing the  election  to  tbe  distress  of  the  times,  or  to 
the  frauds,  or  to  publications,  it  all  comes  to  tbe 
same  thing.  They  are  all  attribated  to  foreign  in- 
terference. 

Mr.  B.  believed  that  he  had  now  justified  the  al- 
lusion which  he  had  made  a  few  days  since  to  the 
subject  of  a  foreign  interference  in  our  election, 
and  bis  assertion  that  the  change  of  Ihe  American 
Executive  bad  been  made  a  stock  jobbing  operation 
on  the  London  exchange.  He  believed  the  proof 
to  be  full  and  complete  to  this  point;  and  further 
than  that,  he  did  not  propose  to  pursue  the  inquiry 
at  present.  He  had  shown  tbe  interference,  and 
the  object  of  the  interference;  and  he  had  intimated 
that  these  foreigners  were  not  going  to  content 
themselves  with  the  barren  honors  of  an  election, 
a  dance  in  a  log  cabin,  and  a  view  of  tbe 
procession  of  the  office  holders  going  out,  and 
the  office  feekera  coming  in.  They  would 
have  something  more  substantia';  and  to  tbe 
legislative  power  they  would  lo  k  for  that  some- 
thing. In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1839,  these 
capitalists  held  a  meeting  in  London,  and  adopted 
a  resolution  to  send  agents  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  States  to  press  the  measures  which  were  neces- 
sary to  the  security  of  their  debts.  The  resolution 
was  adopted,  but  not  acted  upon.  It  was  in  these 
words:  "Thatopntt  be  tent  to  tht  Slate  Legislaturei 
to  press  the  sett  Legislature  to  appropriate  fundi  lo 
reduce  the  amount  of  their  $crip,  and  establish 
linking  fundi  to  secure  the  remainder."  This 
resolution,  though  adopted,  was  not  acted  upon; 
and  a  change  of  direction  in  the  labors  of  the  agents 
seems  to  have  been  resolved  upon.  Instead  of  ap- 
plying to  the  State  Legislatures,  the  National  Le- 
gislature seemed  to  become  the  authority  to  which 
application  should  be  made  for  the  payment  of 
the  S<ate  debts.  On  the  16h  of  October  was  writ- 
ten the  famous  letter  to  the  Barings,  telling  them 
what  they  knew,  that  the  States  had  capacity  to 
contract  debts,  but  also  tellirg  them  that  there  was 
no  way  to  compel  the  States  to  pay  these 
debts.  Two  days  thereafter,  namely,  on  the 
18'h  day  of  October,  appeared  the  notorious  Lon- 
don Bankers  Circular,  proposing  tbe  assumption 
or  guarantee  of  these  debis  by  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, and  on  the  appearance  of  that  proposi- 
tion here,  the  papers  in  the  interest  of  the  foreign 
organ— irre  United  States  Bank  papers— not  all, 
but  most  of  them— immediately  adopted  and  advo- 
cated the  proposal.  Tbe  iron  assumption  resolu- 
tions, submitted  in  this  body  at  its  first  sn'b&equent 
neeting,  nipped  this  scheme  in  the  bud.  It  killed 
up  tbe  scheme  of  open  assumption,  and  knocked  it 
on  the  head— as  the  Independent  Treasury  is  to  be 
k rocked:  and  now  it  remains  to  be  seen  in  what 
manner  tbe  British  capitalists  are  to  be  gratified. 

Open  assumption  being  out  of  the  question,  dis- 
guised operations  become  the  substitute:  and  this 
land  distribution  scheme,  now  called  limited,  be- 
comes th  first  step  in  the  unlimited  success  n  of 
measures  which  are  to  end  in  tbe  total  loss  ot  alt 
the  land  revenue,  in  ihe  final  saddling  of  all  the 
Sate  debts  on  the  broad  back  of  the  Pe'eral  Union, 
and  in  giving  to  the  foreigner  the  double  grattfica- 
:on  of  seeing  our  defences  neglected,  while  our 
lerenae  \m  poured  into  hi*  lap. 
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SPEECH  OF  MR.  WRIGHT 

OF  NEW  YORK,  ' 

In  Senate,  January  21, 1841. 
Mr.  Crittehdbn  having  addressed  the  Senate  at 
much  length,  animadverting  upon  the  measures  of 
the  present  Administration- 
Mr.  WRIGHT  said  ft  would  be  unnecessary  for 
him  to  say  that  he  had  not  power  to  answer  fat 
remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Keutnciy 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat.  [Mr.  Cainsroa.] 
He  (Mr.  WaiaHT)  had  been  too  long  there,  and 
was  toe  well  known  in  that  body,  ta  attempt  to 
follow  the  lively  course  of  remark— the  keen  and 
cutting  satire  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kca- 
tucky.  His  was  a  more  plain  aad  humble 
part— that  gf  facts  so  far  as  be  understood 
them,  and  of  argument  so  far  as  he  was  able 
to  bring  arguments  to  bear  on  those  facts.  He 
confessed  he  was  unexpectedly  casled  upon  to  at 
dress  the  Senate  in  immediate  reply  to  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  The  Senator  on  bis  right,  [Mr. 
Buchanan,]  to  whom  tbe  appeal  had  been  more 
particularly  directed,  had  yielded  the  floor  to  him 
for  a  particular  purpose,  he  not  being  prepared,  u 
He  (Mr.  W.)  was  not,  wiihout  examination  into 
the  tacts,  to  answer  the  remarks  which  had  been 
made  on  the  subject  of  certain  items  of  pubhc  ex- 
penditure. 

He  should  discuss  but  one  single  topic,  first 
briefly  noticing,  and  very  imperfectly,  some  of  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentaeky. 
But  first  it  was  due  to  himself  that  he  (Mr.  Waiair) 
should  offer  hi « b amble  apology  for  an  interruption 
of  the  honorable  Senator,  not  tftat  it  was  noticed  by 
the  Senate,  but  because  it  was  discourteous 
on  his  part.  Stili  it  was'  a  compliment  to  the 
gentleman's  powers  as  a  debater,  for  it  was  an  in* 
terruption  which  nothing  could  have  drawn  from 
him  but  the  rapidity  and  force  with  which  he  wis 
rushing  to  conclusions  calculated  to  carry  his 
hearers  along  with  him,  and  to  lead  the  Senate, » 
Mr.  Weight  thong ht,to  erroneous  impressions  apt* 
the  points  he  was  discussing.  Hence  the  intemp- 
tion,  for  which  he  sincerely  asked  his  pardon. 

[Mr.  CairraiTOEW  courteously  remarked,  in  at 
under  t*ne.  that  apology  was  wholly  unneces- 
sary.] 

Mr.  Weight  continued.  The  honorable  Senator 
then  told  the  friends  of  the  present  Administration, 
they  bad  attempted  10  sneer  at  the  now  dominant 
party.  Now,  if  he  bad  said  or  done  any  thing  which 
should  seem  to  have  given  the  honorable  8enitor 
just  cause  for  such  an  imputation,  he  had  siidttd 
dene  what  he  had  not  intended  to  say  or  do  He 
(Mr.  "Weight)  now  stood  in  a  minority  ia  the 
country,  and  he  bad  been  called  upon,  on  rariont 
occasions,  since  the  meeting  of  the  Seoale,  to  say 
th*i  he  desired  to  demean  himself,  with  all  becom* 
ing  modesty  and  humility,  io  that  Qofortanate 
condition;  bnt  yet  he  might  say  to  tbe  honorable 
Senator,  while  that  honorable  gentleman  was  pre- 
senting to  them  1,200,000  votes  on  hi«  side,  at  mo 
large  a  body  to  be  sneered  at,  that  1,100,000  free- 
men, as  a  minority,  might  look  and  smile,  ibt>Bjfr 
they  should  not  sneer.  He  admitted  that  the  id- 
ministration,  which  was  to  come  in  on  the  4  h  of 
March  next,  came  in  by  a  vastly  larter  vote  ibaa 
any  which  had  preceded  it;  and  he  would  tell 
those  gentlemen— and  he  did  it  wflh  feefogl 
of  kindness— that  ,they  came  in,  in  the  to 
of  a  minority,  in  numbers  and  proportion, 
much  more  poweiful  than  any  previous  Ad- 
ministration ever  yet  met  Let,  then,  on  aM 
hands,  the  admonition  of  the  honorable  Senator 
be  looked  to;  for  wbile  it  d^es  not  belong  to  the 
minority  to  sneer,  the  majority  have  not  advantage 
enough  to  awagaer.  Tbe  great  sea  of  public  oai- 
nion  cannot  bear  deep  agitation*  without  soine  ona- 
ger of  a  change  of  power,  when  the  difference  be- 
tween the  contending  parties  is  so  small,  aad  a 
change  of  ten  per  cent,  may  easily  be  wroutjn4 
against  him  who  dares  exc.te  this  immense  naatsf 
mind,  even  upon  the  ratface.    Let  aD.  then,  W( 
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well  and  carefully  to  their  measures  and  to  their 
policy.  He  took  the  reproof,  or  desired  to  do  so, 
with  which  the  honorable  Senator  bad  favored 
himself  and.  party;  and  be  woold  be  very  glad  to 
profit  by  it.  At  the  same  time  he  wished  to  im- 
press the  honorable  Senator  and  his  friends  with 
the  palpable  truth  that  a  strong  party  must  do  light, 
or  be  overthrown.  He  appeals  to  the  public  judg- 
ment of  the  freemen  of  the  country.  Mr.  Weight 
cheerfully  acknowledged  the  propriety  of  the  tribu- 
nal, and  its  perfect  jurisdiction,  while  he  believed 
the  representatives  of  majorities  might  be  some- 
times wrong,  and  that  constituent  majorities  were 
easily  changed  by  over  confidence  on  the  part  of 
their  representatives,  and  by  consequent  measures 
having  more  reference  to  interests  and  classes  than 
to  oar  entire  constituency. 

Another  position  of  the  Senator,  in  the  course  of 
hb  interesting  argument,  was  that  tbey  (the  present 
majority)  "as  a  dying  party,  upon  the  last  stage  of 
their  condemned  term,"  were  endeavoring  to  do — 
wharl  To  occupy  the  ground  of  the  future  Ad- 
ministration, and.  to  forestall  it*  measures.  Was 
that  sol  Had  the  bistory  of  this  very  short  period, 
in  which  they  had  had  the  pleasure  of  sitting  to- 
gether, warranted  such  a  charge?  They  had,  it  was 
true,  unreduced  the  measure  under  dicusaeion— a 
pre-emption  bill — a  prospective  pre-emption:  and 
this,  it  was  true,  in  that  respect,  was  a  novel  fea- 
ture in  a  settled  policy  of  the  retiring  Adminul ra- 
tion. What  were  the  great  measures  of  policy, 
as  he  believed— for  no  man  could  speak  with  any 
certainty  on  the  subject— which  were  looked  to  by 
the  whole  country  as  the  measures  of  the  coming 
in  Administration?  A  destruction  of  the  system  of 
finance  of  the  present  Administration,  was,  he  sup- 
posed  the  most  prominent.  Were  they  (the  pre- 
sent Administration)  responsible  for  presenting 
thall  He  knew  the  other  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky  would  discharge  them  from  such  an  ac- 
cusation, for  he  would  feel  honored  in  acknow- 
ledging that  be  bad  himself  called  upon  them  (the 
present  majority)  to  undo  what,  with  intentions 
as  pure  to  their  country  as  those  which  govern  the 
gentleman  opposite,  they  had  done.  He  (Mr. 
WniGirr)  complained  not;  yet  surely  they  ought 
not  to  be  charged  with  attempting  to  forestall  the 
measures  of  the  coming  in  Administration.  Thus 
fax,  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  law  establishing  an 
Independent  Treasury  for  the  country,  was  thrust 
upon  them  almost  as  soon  a?  tbey  were  in  their 
seats,  and  from  one  of  the  great  leaders  of  the 
opposition  to  that  strictly  constitutional  and  truly 
republican  measure. 

NeJfct  as  to  this  proprsed  distribution  to  the  States 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  Was  not  that 
looked  upon  every  where  as  one  of  those  measures 
which  woold  be  favorite  and  prominent  vi*h  the 
coming  in  Administration,  and  as  a  measure  against 
which  the  existing  Administration  was  known  to 
have  sustained  an  immoveable  opposition?  Were 
they  then  to  be  charged— and  he  would  observe  if 
he  should  appear  to  speak  warmly,  that  he  spoke 
with  no  unkindness — were  (hey  to  be  charged  with 
bringing  this  measure  before  the  Senate,  and,  by 
noting  upon  it,  with  forestalling  the  mea»ores  and 
{obey  of  the  new  Administration?  Certainly  not. 
Tlie  honorable  8enator  from  Kentucky  [Itr.  Csjt- 
teiidbb]  would  concede  that  it  was  through  his 
agency,  and  not  through  the  agency  of  any  friend 
of  the  present  Administration,  that  this  question 
has  been  forced  on  this  body,  and  calls  for  its  ac- 
tion and  its  judgment. 

Taking  the  facts,  then/as  they  stood,  were  the 
friends  of  the  Administration  chargeable  with  -fore- 
stalling the  policy  of  the  triumphant  Administra- 
tion which  was  now  so  near?  It  had  seemed  to 
him  that  they  were  not  There  were  many  other 
remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator  which  he  might 
notice,  but  he  would  return  to  the  question  before 
the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  briefly  the 
single  point  which  had  called  him  to  the  floor. 

The  proposition  before  the  Senate  was  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Land*, 
which  had  teported  it,  with  instructions  to  reports 
mil  to  provide  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  those  lands  to  the  States,  as  a  part  of  the  instruc- 
tions proposed.  The  point  be  wished  now  to  dis- 
t  xelgtod  to  Dtis  part  of  the  instruction*)  and  a> 


though,  at  the  commencement  of  the  debate,  he  had 
proposed  to  himself  to  discuss  this  whole  subject  of 
distribution,  his  present  intention  was  to  examine 
one  single  ground  upon  which  the  policy  of  distri- 
bution was  urged.     , 

He  had  been  persoaded  to  take  this  course,  at 
this  time,  because  he  had  seen  the  short  period 
which  remained  for  the  transaction  of  business 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  press  *f 
business  to  be  done,  and  the  great  anxiety  of  the 
peculiar  friends  uf  the  pre-emption  bill  for t  its  pas- 
sage. 

This  should  control  his  present  action;  but  if  the 
debate  should  take  a  different  direction,  or  if  he 
should  retain  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  a  future  oc- 
casion should  arise,  in  consequence  of  a  future 
prosecution  of  this  policy,  he  might  then  claim  the 
privilege  of  giving  his  sentiments  at  large  upon  the 
proposed  measure  in  all  its  aspects. 

At  the  present  time  he  would  consider  but  one  of 
the  arguments  by  which  it  was  supported  in  the 
country,  and  in  the  minds  of  a  portion  of  the  con 
stituency  of  the  present  Congref  s.  He  referred  to 
its  connection  with  what  is  familiarly  known  as 
the  tariff,  or  the  protective  policy  of  the  country. 
It  must  be  known  to  many  of  the  members  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  that  with  a  large  portion 
of  the  people  of  the  New  England  States,  and  he 
believed  the  same  thing  was  true  ss  to  portions  of 
bis  own  and  other  States,  this  p6liey  of  the  dis- 
tribtion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  was  popu- 
lar, not  so  much  from  any  love  to  the  ap- 
propriation and  application  of  th'se  proceeds, 
as  from  a  wish  to  have  that  amount,  whatever  it 
might  be,  subtracted  from  the  Treasury,  that 
there  might  be  an  occasion  to  increase  the 
duties  on  imposts  to  an  equal  amount.  Ths 
idea,  if  indeed  it  did  prevai  in  the  tariff  States, 
most,  it  would  be  seen  at  on  e,  rest  upon  the  sap- 
position  that  the  more  duties  there  were  imposed 
upon  imports,  the  more  protection  must  be  afforded 
to  domestic  manufactures  or  products,  coming  in 
competition  with  the  imports  thus  burdened  with 
duty.  Is  this' a  sound  inference?  He  was  aware 
the  inquiry  was  addressed  to  tho»e  Senators  who 
represented  States  favoring  the  protective  polcy. 
He  was  not  sure  the  position  was  sound  or  practi- 
cal, but  it  seemed  to  bim  to  be  both.  He  was  ako 
sensible  that  it  might,  at  the  first  impression,  strike 
the  minds  of  the  Senators  fram  the  anti-tariff  States 
as  being  an  argument,  if  it  had  any  force,  in  favor 
of  the  policy  of  the  distribution.  He  entreated  all 
to  listen  to  the  suggestions,  and  to  fake  time  to  weigh ' 
them  well,  before  they  should  be  made  the  founda- 
tion of  official  action  upon  either  side  of  this  im- 
portant question. 

When,  then,  does  a  duty  commence  to  be  protec- 
tive? Is  it  so  either  to  our  manufacturer  or  our 
producer,  while  the  foreigner  has  the  entire  and  ex- 
clusive possession  of  our  market,  for  the  sale  of  bis 
manufactured  article,  or  foreign  productioL?  All 
would  say  no.  The  duty,  under  such  a  slate  of 
things,  might  fill  the  public  Treasury,  but  it  could 
not,  in  any  possible  sense,  protect  any  domestic  in- 
terest. The  operation  of  the  tariff  of  dudes  m*st 
commence  to  be  exclusive  and  prohibitory  before 
it  can  begin  to  be  protective.  It  must,  to  some  ex- 
tent, shut  the  foreigner  from  our  market,  and  open 
it  to  the  donatio  manufacturer  and  producer,  be- 
fore its  protective  features  can  be  at  all  valuable; 
and  when  this  process  once  commence?,  the  farther 
it  is  carried  in  its  exclusive  and  prohibitory  action, 
the  more  protective  is  the  tariff  under  which  it 
lakes  place. 

But  what  may  be  the  effect  upon  the  revenue,  of 
this  projective  action?  In  the  precise  proportion  in 
which  it  is  exclusive  and  prohibitory,  it  must  dimi- 
nish the  revenue  upon  imports.  In  other  words,  as 
far  as  any  tariff  thall  be  protects  e  in  its  action  and 
effect,  just  so  far  it  must  be  a  tariff  not  the  most  per- 
fectly fitted  for  the  purposes  of  revenue.  Toat 
tariff  which  is  best  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  reve- 
nue, by  i'self  ct  nsidered,  must  be  that  which  pro- 
motes the  greatest  amount  of  importations  and  the 
greatest  amount  of  revenue  combined.  That  tariff 
which  is  best  adapted  to  the  reasonable  purposes  of 
protection  is  the  one  which  shall  place  American 
and  foreign  interests  of  the  same  character  uf  op  a 


par  in  our  own  market*,  and  this  is  the  least  which 
the  tariff  interests  can  desire. 

Try,  then,  the  policy  of  this  measure  with  these 
interests.  It  is  now  proposed  to  separate  from  the 
Treasury,  to  give  sway,  the  revenue  from  the  lands, 
our  principal  too  toe  of  internal  revenue,  and 
that  for  the  purpose  of  affording  an  opportunity 
to  impose  higher  duties  where  protection  fo  desired. 
This  is  acting  upon  the  principle,  not  limply  tha[ 
•he  higher  the  defy  the  greater  wi  1  be  the  protec. 
lion,  but  also  that  the  higher  the  rate  of  duty  the 
greater  will  be  the  amount  of  ie venae  received. 
A  single  reflection  will  convince  any  one  that  this' 
will  be  true  only  while  the  foreigner  has  the  exclu- 
sive possession  of  the  market,  and,  by  necessary 
consequence*  the  duty  is  not  protective  at  all.  If 
the  high  rate  begins  to  exclude  the  foreigner  and 
let  our  own  produce  or  manufactures  eompeie  with 
him  in  the  market,  the  question  of  revenue  imme- 
diately becomes  incidental,  and  its  amount  will 
depend,  regardless  of  tbe  rate  of  duty,  upon  tLe  ad- 
vantage which  the  stale  o(  trade  and  of  the  market' 
gives  to  the  foreign,  or  the  domestic  parties,  at  any 
given  period.  If  the  protecive  influence  shall  pre- 
dominate, tbe  foreigner  will  be  driven  from  the 
market  and  the  revenue  will  fail.  How,  then,  is  it 
to  be  supplied?    Most  clearly,  if  import  be  the  on*  , 

ly  resort,  by  a  rednction  of  the  ra'e  of  duty,  until 
the  foreigner  can  again  come  into  tbe  domestic 
market,  upon  grounds  of  advantageous  competi- 
tion. In  other  won>,  by  taking  from  the  tariff  its 
protective  and  giving  it  a  revenue  preponderance.  ^ 
Can  there  be  a  doubt  ihat  this  must  be  the  principle 
of  action  in  all  such  legislation? 

How,  then,  is  the  principle  of  protection  to  be 
preserved  consistently  with  its  action?  By  giving 
away,  or  destroying,  all  our  sources  of  Internal 
revenue,  and  making  our  Treasury  wholly  de- 
pendent upon  imposts*?  Or  by  fostering  and  pre* 
serving  every  source  of  internal  revenue,  so  far  as 
the  sta'e  of  the  Treasury  will  permit,  that  when  our 
tariff  for  revenue  shall,  by  the  course  of  trade,  or 
exchange,  or  national  policy,  become  protective,  we 
may  preserve  it  so;  and  not  be  compelled  to  reduce 
our  rates  of  duty,  to  invite  the  foreigner  into  our 
markets,  to  undersell  odr  own  citizens,  that  onr 
Treasury  may  be  sustained  from  the  doty  to  be  im- 
posed upon  the  importations? 

The  proposition  now  under  consideration  is  to 
give  away  to  the  States,  to  take  from  the  National 
Treasury,  rur  richest  source  of  internal'  tc venue, 
the  proceeds  of  the  sal»s  of  the  public  lands,  an 
amount  of  from  three  and  a  half  to  four  ml  lions 
of  dollars  annually,  and  to  throw  that  Treasury  ex- 
clusively upon  a  revenue  from  customs  for  de- 
pendence and  support.  Th'S,  too,  is  proposed  to 
be  done  at  a  time  when  the  whole  revenue  from  lands 
and  customs  is  not  equal  to  tbe  payment  of  tbe  or- 
dinary expenses  of  tbe  Government.  And  why  is 
this  strange  policy  to  be  adopted?  Why  is  this  most 
stable  source  of  revenue  to  be  cut  off,  and  given 
away  in  gratuities,  when  we  are  borrowing  money 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  nation?  ' 

Among  other  grounds  assigned  for  the  strange 
policy,  one  is  that  he  had  mentioned— to  favor  the 
protective  policy,  by  making  the  occasion  for  in* 
creased  duties  upon  imports.  Could  it  be  neces- 
sary for  bim  to  say  more  to  show  that  this  ground 
was  not  su«  tamable? — that  Ibis  policy  would  be 
suicidal  to  the  interests  it  was  advocated  to  protect? 
It  seemed  to  him  not.  The  proposition  was  too 
plain  to  admit  of  amplification.  Duties,  to  be  pro- 
tective, most  be,  to  a  greater  er  less  extent,  exrlu-  K 
rive  and  prohibitory;  mnst  have  a  lendency  rather 
to  diminish  than  to  increase  revenue,  by  giving  a 
fair  portion  of  the  market  to  domestic  products- 
and  manufactures  to  the  exclusion  ot  foreign;  and 
when  theie  is  a  deficiency  of  revenue  from  imposts 
under  such  a  8) stem,  it  mnst  be  supplied  from  in- 
ternal sources,  or  the  protec  ion  must  be  surren- 
dered, the  duties  rrducei,  greater  ad  vantages  riven 
to  the  foreigner  in  our  market,  and  the  importa- 
tions be  thus  increand  Under  our  system,  the  in- 
ternal sources  of  revenue  are  the  proceed*  of  the ' 
land*,  excise,  and  direct  laxaion  Give  away  the 
former,  and  who  expects  a  Congress  will  ever  be 
found  to  resort  to  either  of  the  latter  to  raise  reve-' 
nue,  when  it  can  be  raised  by  duties' on  imports? 
Who  will  believe  that  excise!  or  direct  taxation, 
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will  ever  be  imposed  to  save  a  protective  tariff  3 
No  man  acquainted  with  the  feelings  of  the  people, 
or  the  action  <  f  legislative  bodies  elected  by  the 
people,  would  induce  such  a  hope. 

Oar  sources  of  internal  revenue  then,  which  do 
sot  spring  from  taxation,  must  be  preserved  and 
fostered,  or  a  protective  po  icy  cannot  be  indepen- 
dently pursued. 

Take  the  articles  of  wool  and  woollens,  the  great 
Northern  and  Eastern  interests.  8o  regulate  the 
tariff  that  American  wool  holds  the  market  against 
the  foreign  article,  and  that  American  cloths  can 
enter  into  the  consumption  of  the  country  in  fair 
competition  with  the  foreign,  and  then  experience, 
as  at  this  time,  a  deficiency  of  revenue,  that  arising 
from  an  immense  public  domain  having  been  taken 
from  the  Treasury,  and  given  to  the  States.  What 
are  you  to  do.  Will  higher  duties  produce  more 
revenue?  Not  in  the  case  supposed;  for  when  the 
competition  is  even,  or  balancing  in  favor  of  the 
domestic  interests,  more  duties  will  be  prohibition; 
and  while  protection  may  be  rendered  perfect  by 
inch  legislation,  all  revenue  will  be  lost.  You 
must  reduce  the  duty,  then,  and  thus  invite  impor- 
tations to  raise  your  revenue,  and  having  no  other 
resource,  the  policy  would  be  compulsory. 

It  is  a  mistake,  then,  to  assume  that  this  mea- 
sure will  necessarily  favor  the  protected  interests 
and  the  protective  policy.  It  may  injure  both.  It 
is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  forcing  the  Treasury  to ' 
an  exclusive  dependence  upon  revenue  from  im- 
ports, will  tecuie  the syttem  of  protection.  It  may 
destroy  it.  The  Treasury  of  the  nation  must  be 
supplied;  and  if  such  imports  as  are  consistent  with 
the  system  of  protection  do  not  yield  the  requisite 
revenue,  the  protection  must  be  yielded  to  the  ne- 
cessity fpr  revenue. 

There  is  another  consideration  growing  out  of 
the  policy  of  making  the  Treasury  dependent  upon 
a  revenue  from  imports  alone,  which  deserves  the 
serious  examination  of  all,  betore  it  shall  be  adopt- 
ed as  the  policy  for  our  country.  Where  will  rest 
the  control,  buth  as  to  our  supply  of  revenue  and 
the  protection  of  our  domestic  interest?,  under  such 
a  policy?  Will  it  be  in  the  hands  of  Congress,  or 
in  foreign  hands)  Congress  can  invite,  but  Con- 
gress cannot  compel  importations.  Those  great  in- 
terests which  regulate  the  tiade  of  the  world  govern 
our  importations;  and  they  are,  at  all  times,  sub- 
ject to  the  influences  of  foreign  interests  and  foreign 
policy,  as  well  as  our  own.  Make  the  Treasury  or* 
the  nation  exclusively  dependent  upon  these  im- 
portation.*, aid  it  too  must  be  equally  in  subjection 
to  the  same  influences.  The  protective  features  of 
our  tariff  become,  in  their  operator  n,  injurious  to 
some  important  interest  of  a  country  with  which 
our  trade  is  extensive,  and  produce  a  deeire  on  the 
part  of  that  country  to  change  our  rates  of  duty. 
Our  Treasury  is  solely  dependent  uppn  revenue 
from  imports,  and  by  consequence  proportionably 
dependent  upon  importations  from  the  country  in 
question.  Ii  stops  its  trade  with  us.  Our  revenue 
falls  off,  and  our  Treasury  is  made  empty,  while 
we  are  iold,  reduce  your  rates  of  doty,  and  (he 
suspended  trade  shall  be  renewed  and  extended. 
Can  Congress  regulate  this  attempt  to  control  our 
policy  by  a  foreign  powei?  By  a  countervailing 
policy  it  can;  but  that  will  not  produce  revenue,  or 
fill  our  Treasury;  and,  it  our  sources  of  internal 
revenue  be  destroyed,  or  given  away,  can  only  be 
adopted  and  sustained  by  a  resort  to  direct  taxation. 
What,  in  such  a  case,  would  be  likely  to  be  done! 
Would  our  system  of  protection  be  adhered  to,  or 
our. duties  be  re  iuced?  If  we  have  the  land  reve- 
nue to  supply  the  Treasury,  the  countervailing  po- 
licy will  be  likely  to  govern  us;  but  if  it  u  to  be 
resorted*  to,  at  the  expense  of  direct  taxation,  pro- 
tection will  be  very  sure  to  be  yielded,  and  the 
Treasury  supplied  by  a  reduction  of  our  rates  of 
duty.  In  short,  if  we  place  our  Treasury  in  a 
condition  to  be  exclusively  dependent  upon  cus- 
toms, our  policy  must  be  to  invite  importations,  to 
harden  tbem  as  lightly  as  possible,  lest  they  are 
turned  into  other  channels,  to  make  .he  trade  of 
foreigners  with  us  as  profitable  as  possible,  that 
they  may  consent,  through  its  means,  to  supply 
our  Treasury. 

Can  considerations  such  as  these  fail  to  convince 
d^e  tariff  interests  in  our  country  thai  they  are  not 


fostered  by  giving  away  our  sources  of  internal 
revenue,  and  foicing  ourselves  into  a  state  of  en- 
tire dependence  o^on  foreign  trade  for  the  supply 
of  our  National  Treasury?  It  seemed  to  him  not. 

Nor  could  this  view  of  the  operation  of  this  dis- 
tribution, properly  considered,  render  the  measure, 
or  the  policy,  more  acceptable  to  the  anti-'ariff  in- 
terests. They  desire  the  least  possible  amount  of 
dntiee  com istent  with  a  healthful  and  certain  reve- 
nue, and  it  is  admitted,  on  alt  hands,  that  the  dis* 
tribulion  to  the  States  of  the  land  revenue  will  pro- 
duce the  instant  necessity  of  an  increase  of  duties 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  money  taken  from  the 
Treasury  for  distribution.  Whateuer,  therefore, 
may  be  the  effect  upon  the  protective  policy,  the 
influence  of  the  measure  upon  the  free  trade  prin- 
ciple cannot  be  equivocal. 

These  suggestions  had  been  nattily  and  crudely 
given,  and  yet  he  honed  he  had  sufficiently  de- 
veloped bis  views  to  enable  the  members  of  the 
Senate  to  understand  him.  It  was  to  them  be  de- 
sired to  address  himself  upon  this  point.  They 
would  reflect  upon  the  ideas  he  had  thrown  out, 
and  be  knew  they  would  allow  them  all  the  weight 
they  deserved,  if  indeed  they  thould  be  found  to  de- 
serve any. 

He  would  take  up  but  a  very  few  moments  more 
of  their  time  in  briefly  replying  to  some  other  ob- 
servations of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  If  he 
understood  that  honorable  Senator— and  he  begged 
him  to  believe  that  be  did  not  wish  to  misunder- 
stand him — he  said  that  the  present  Administration 
had  spent  135  mil  ions  of  dollars  in  the  four  years 
of  its  term;  and  that  upon  roads,  harbors,  canals 
shir«,  fortifications,  &c.  there  had  been  expended 
but  nine  millirns  of  dollars. 

He  (Mr.  Wright)  had  not  the  means  at  hand  to 
examine  this  matter,  but  he  believed  in  the  four 
years  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  passing  bills 
annually  for  fortifications  of  from  a  half  to  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars — for  the  navy  of  from  five  to  six 
millions,  including  a  permanent  appropriation  of 
half  a  million  to  be  exclusively  expended  for  the 
increase  of  the  navy,  separate  from  the  support, 
repairs,  and  the  like,  as  well  as  sundry  large  ap- 
propriations for  steam  ships — for  harbors  large  ap- 
propriations, nearly  annually,  if  not  entirely  so; 
though  for  roads  and  canals  he  was  happy  to  know 
little  or  nothing  had  been  done,  because  be  con- 
sidered all  such  expenditures  by  this  Government 
wrong  in  principle  and  impolitic  in  practice. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said,  in  justice  to  himself, 
he  should  explain,  that  he  did  not  include  the  re- 
pairing of  ships,  and  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  the 
men,  but  ihe  mere  building  of  thips, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  had  understood  the  Senator  to 
speak  simolv  of  the  shios.  and  nst  of  the  pay,  but 
he  supposed  he  had  intended  to  include  rebuilding 
repairs,  and  s  railar  expenditures. 

Well,  then,  the  Senator  said  there  were  some 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  millions  of  dollars 
which  had  been  expended  wiilvn  four  years,  and 
how  expended?  Why,  expended  in  pursuance  of  ap- 
propriations made  by  themselves  (Congress,)  and 
for  that  whole  period  they  had  had  the  honorable 
Senator'.*  watchfulness  and  guardian  care  over  them, 
constantly,  and  he  b Sieved  he  did  that  honorable 
Senator  no  injustice  when  he  said,  that  if  he  had 
seemrd  to  fctl  more  dissatisScd  at  one  time  than 
another  with  the  votes  of  him,  (Mr.  Wright,)  it 
was  when  he  voted  against  appropriations.  Still 
he  admitted  there  might  have  been  abuses  pracited 
in  expenditure? — he  was  not  prepared  to  £ay  there 
had  not  beer;  but  he  paid  cheerfully — what  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Bdcha- 
nan]  ?aid  3e<terday—  he  challenged  investigation, 
not  in  a  spirit  of  triumph,  but  with  a  patriotic  fecl- 
icg  towards  the  coun'ry  and  its  interests.  If  there 
had  been  abu?e,  let  exposure  and  punishment  he 
visited  upon  the  guilty;  en  him,  if  he  were  the  man; 
on  his  test  friend;  on  any  man,  whoever  he  might 
be,  in  this  vast  nation,  who  had  embezzled  the  pub- 
lic money,  who  had  squandered  it  improperly,  or 
who  had  been  unfaithful  in  a  pecuniary  trust.  He 
again  said  examine,  but  examine  with  justice  and 
truth.  That  wa«  all  the  favor  he  asked;  and  he 
now  appealed  to  that  great  party,  for  some  of  the 
members  of  which  he  cherished  a  feel  ng  bordering 
oit  friendship,  to  do  to  their  opponents  justjee— -to 


tell  the  troth  of  them — and  to  punish  them  only 
when  they  should  be  found,  after  careful  and  fair 
examination,  to  deserve  it.  The  papers  and  re- 
cords were  soon  to  pa«s  into  their  hands,  and  the 
means  for  investigation  would  be  ample.  Let  not 
the  desire  to  find  fault  be  paramount  to  the  obliga- 
tions of  truth  and  justice. 

Ann  her  subject  has  given  employment  to  the 
honorable  Senator's  talent  for  satire  in  no  stinted 
measure.  He  referred  to  the  Senator's  sedentary 
army  of  militia,  which  the  President  is  said  to 
have  organised,  to  prosecute  the  Indian  war  in 
Florida. 

Previous  to  the  late  elections,  the  honorable  Se- 
nator and  his  party  told  a  very  different  story, 
tcuc  hing  the  military  designs  and  propensities  of 
the  President.  Then  his  purpose  was  a  "tianiimjr 
army"  of  200,000  men — militis,  it  is  true— to  be 
used,  not  to  subdue  the  murderous  Seminole,  but  to 
prostrate  the  liberties  of  this  free  country,  to  break 
down  the  Constitution  and  the  Union,  and  establish 
a  military  despotism  upon  the  ruins. 

H**  (Mr.  Weight)  could  not  forget  this  startling 
ground  of  the  Opposition  during  the  late  contest, 
because  he  had  then,  as  now,  constantly  found  him- 
self contending  upon  this  point  before  meetings  of 
the  people,  and  then,  as  now  too,  as  the  result  had 
proved,  contending  against  antagonists  who  were 
more  than  a  ma'ch  for  htm.  Then  the  President 
was  a  fearful  despot,  a  tyrant,  and  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  our  neighbors,  our  friends,  our  fa- 
thers, brothers,  sons,  the  militia  of  the  country,  con- 
verted into  a  Handing  army,  not  of  regular  soldiers, 
with  their  permanent  officers,  but  of  mtiti  ia,  was  to 
destroy  the  liberties  of  this  our  beloved  land,  and 
to  role  our  sixteen  millions  of  people  as  a  military 
despot,  supported  and  sustaiped  by  these  300,000 
citizen  soldier* ! 

What  is  the  President  now?  In  what  frightful 
aspect  does  the  Senator  present  him  to  the  country 
on  this  day  1  As  imbecile  in  the  extreme;  as  to  lenni? 
nate  an  Indian  war  of  some  four  or  five  years'  dura- 
tion, which  has  baffled  the  efforts  of  our  whole  gatlant 
little  army  for  that  entire  period,  by  means  of  a 
sedentary  army  of  six  humdrko  men.  A  corps  of 
sedentary  militia  oT  that  formidable  number. 

Of  one  thing  he  (Mr.  Whjght)  hoped  he  might 
now  assure  himself,  and  that  was  that  this  new  ar- 
my of  six  hundred  titling  men  would  not  frighten 
from  their  propriety  the  great  party  of  which  the 
honorable  Senator  was  so  distinguished  a  member, 
nor  render  tbem  inconveniently  uneasy  in  regard 
to  the  safety  of  the  liberties  of  the  country;  most 
especially  so  when  a  few  weeks  must  terminate  the 
cemmand  of  their  present  chieftain. 

Look  at  these  posiions.  That  man  who,  on 
the  first  days  of  November,  was  to  cleave  down 
the  liberty  of  the  people  by  a  standing  army  of 
m^jitla,  was  now,  in  January,  to  defend  the  coun- 
tiy  by  600  men,  whose  duty  it  was  to  sit,  not 
stand,  and  who  were  limited  to  an  employment 
within  twenty  miles  from  the  place  on  which  they 
set.  Now  he  thought  there  was  a  little  extrava- 
gance in  all  this;  and  he  could  not  believe,  after 
all,  that  there  would,  thereby,  be  much  added  to 
the  expenses  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  read  the  order  of  General 
Reed,  to  which  he  had  referred,  but  the  Reporter 
conld  not  ob  ain  a  copy.  Of  the  authority  of  the. 
order,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  knew  nothing.  It  had 
been  placed  in  his  hands,  and  was  a  publication 
from  a  newspaper. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  had  onjjr  referred  to  the  matter, 
because  it  had  been  introduced  by  the  honorable 
Senator.  He  thought  it  wholly  irrelevant  to  the 
subject  btfore  the  Senate,  and  was  not  disposed  to 
consume  further  time  about  it.  What  be  had 
learned  from  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman,  and 
the  extract  he  had  read  from  an  unknown  aothori* 
ty,  constituted  the  whole  of  bis  information  upon 
the  subject.  He  had  never  before  beard  of  even 
the  existence  of  this  militia  force,  this  sitting  ax* 
my;  and  be  certainly  did  not  desire  to  extend  re- 
marks upon  a  subject  about  which  he  knew 
nothing. 

A  word  upon  another  subject.  The  honorable 
Senator  complained  that  there  had  been  a  wanton 
expenditure  of  money  for  supplies  for  the  army  in 
Florida  and  the  Qmt  and  Cherokee  countries, 
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that  provisions  bad  been  purchased  for  high  price*, 
whieh  were  not  used;  and  that  they  had  been  gold 
at  public  auction  for  low  prices.  These  might  be 
facts.  The  Senator  read  from  a  printed  document 
which  he  [Mr.  Wbiobt]  had  never  seen,  bat  which 
he  presumed  was  good  authority  for  his  positions. 
Did  it  follow,  however,  that  the- present  President 
watt  in  fault  in  the  matter?  Did  it  follow,  by  ne- 
cessity, that  any  person  was  in  fault;  and  if  any 
son,  would  it  not  be  more  just  to  state  who  was 
ouseer  in  command,  who  bad  charge  of  the  pur- 
ists spoken  of,  and  under  what  public  agent  the 
property  had  been  thus  sacrificed? 

There  had  been  a  period  in  onr  history,  if  he  was 
not  mistaken  as  to  facts,  when  provisions  pur- 
chased for  the  use  of  our  armies,  at  a  dearer  rite 
even  than  those  referred  to  by  the  Senator,  had 
been  piled  together  and  burned,  to  furnish  light  for 
a  distinguished  retreating  General  from  a  retreat- 
ing enenry;  and  yet,  neither  the.  General,  nor  the 
Administration  under  which  he  served,  was  con- 
demned either  for  the  military  achievement,  or  the 
loss  of  the  public  propeity.  This  did  not  take 
place,  as  his  memory  told  him,  upon  the  Sooth- 
western,  but  upon  the  Northwestern  frontier,  aud 
not  during  the  Florida  war,  but  the  war  with  £ng- 
kid  of  1812-U5. 

Had  the  officer  in  charge  of  this  property  in  the 
Indian  country  pursued  this  course;  had  be,  instead 
of  bis  auction  sale,  burned  the  supplies,  and  made 
a  precipitate  retreat,  the  Administration  he  served, 
as  well  as  himself,  might  have  been  spared  these 
sharp  censures.  He  however,  as  Mr.  Wright  be- 
ttered, had  accomplished  the  duty  assigned  to  him, 
and  was  ready  to  dismiss  his  force  to  their  homes, 
so  far  as  they  were  militia,  and  to  other  service  so 
far  as  they  were  regulars,  and  the  supplies  not  be- 
ing wanted  at  the  station  where  they  were,  and 
transportation  bring  ihe  principal  ingredient  of  their 
cost,  he  took,  whether  wisely  or  not,  the  expedient  of 
a  public  sale  at  auction,  rather  than  that  of  a  second 
transportation.  If  the  prices  pa>d  at  the  sale  were 
low,  the  loss  was  the  greater,  but  it  was  not  a  total 
loss,  nor  was  the  property  consumed  to  furnish  a 
KghJ,  not  for  a  pursued,  but  retreating  general.  He 
thought,  therefore,  he  was  authorized  tossy  that  if 
the  entire  public  loss  in  toe  one  ease  was  not  cause 
for  censure  upon  the  general,  but  rather  for  his 
greater  elevation,  the  partial  loss  in  the  other  could 
not  be  a  broad  ground  for  the  sweeping  condemna- 
tion of  a  whole  Administration. 


CESSION  AND   DISTRIBUTION  BILLS. 
SPEECH  OP  MR.  CALHOUN. 

OP  SOUTH   CAROLINA. 
At    Senate,  January   23,  1841— On   the    amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Csittuidew  to  the  pre- 
emption billy  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lands  among  the  States. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  the  proposition  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crittenden]  to  dis- 
tribute the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  several  State*,  was  no  s'ranger  in 
this  chamber.  His  colleague  [Mr.  Clay]  had  in- 
troduced it  many  years  since,  when  he  was  in  the 
Opposition,  and  had  often  pressed  its  passage  as  an 
Opposition  measure,  and  once  with  r-uccess,  while 
the  Treasury  was  groaning  under  the  weight  of  a 
surplus  revenue,  of  which  Congress  was  willing  to 
free  it  on  almost  any  terms.  It  was  then  vetoed  by 
General  Jackson,  and  has  had  to  contend  ever 
since  agaunt  the  resistance  of  his  and  the  present 
Administration. 

But  it  is  now,  for  the  first  time,  introduced  un- 
der different  auspice?,  not  as  an  Opposition,  but  an 
Administration  measure — a  measure  of  the  coming 
Administration,  if  we  may  judge  from  indications 
that  can  scarcely  deceive.  It  is  brought  in  by  a 
Senator, who,  if  rumor  is  to  be  credited,  is  selected  as 
a  member  of  the  new  cabinet,  [Mr.  Crittenden] 
backed  by  another  in  the  same  condition*  [Mr. 
WsBSTxa]  supported  by  a  third,  [Mr.  Clay]  who, 
all  know,  must  exercise  a  controlling  influence 
ower  that  Administration.  It  is  then  fair 
so  presume,  that  it  is  not  only  a  measure,  but 
a  leading  measure  of  General  Harrison's  adminis- 
fj»tioi>r  pushed  forward  in  advance  of  his  inaugu- 


ration by  those  who  have  the  ritht  of  considering 
themselves  bis  organs  on  this  floor.  Regarded  in 
this  light,  it  acquires  a  vastly  increased  importance 
—so  much  so  as  to  demand  the  most  serious  and 
deliberate  consideration.  Under  this  im predion  I 
have  carefully  re-examined  the  measure,  and  have 
been  confirmed  in  the  opinion  previously  entertain- 
ed, that  it  is  perfectly  unconstitutional,  and  preg- 
nant with  the  most  disastrous  consequences;  and 
what  I  now  propose  is  to  present  the  result  of  my 
reflection  under  each  of  these  views,  beginning 
with  the  former. 

Whether  the.  Government  can  constitutionally 
distribute  the  revenue  from  the  public  lands  among 
the  States,  must  depend  on  the  fact,  whether  they 
belong  to  them  in  their  united  Federal  character, 
or  individually  and  separately.  If  in  the  former, 
it  is  manifest  that  the  Government,  as  their  com- 
mon agent  or  truMce,  can  have  no  right  to  distri- 
bute among  them  for  tbeir  individual,  separate  use, 
a  fund  derived  from  property  held  in  their  united 
and  Federal  character,  without  a  special  powerTor 
that  purpose,  which  is  not.pretended.  A  position 
so  clear  of  its?  If,  ar.d  resting;  on  the  established 
princip!es  of  law,  when  applied  to  individual*  hold- 
ing property  in  like  manuer,  needs  no  illustration. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  they  belong  to  the  States  in  their 
individual  and  separate  character,  then  the  Go- 
vernment would  not  only  have  the  right,  bot  would 
be  bound  to  apply  the  revenue  to  the  separate  nse 
States.  So  far  is  incontrovertible,  which  presents 
the  question,  in  which  of  the  two  characters  are 
the  lands  held  by  the  Sta'ei? 

To  give  a  satisfactory  answer  to  this  question, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  distinguish  between  the  lands 
that  have  been  ceded  by  the  States,  and  those  that 
have  been  purchased  by  the  Government,  eut  of 
the  common  funds  of  the  Union. 

The  principal  cessions  were  made  by  Virginia 
and  Georgia;  the  former  of  all  the  tract  of  country , 
between  the  Ohio,  the  Mississippi  and  the  lakes, 
including  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indians,  Illinois,  and 
Michigan,  and  the  Territory  of  Wiskonsan;  and 
the  latter  of  the  tract  included  in  Alabama  and 
Mississippi.  I  shall  begin  with  the  cession  of  Vir- 
ginia, as  it  is  on  that  the  advocates  for  distribution 
mainly  rely  to  establi&h  the  right. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  an  extract  of  all  that  portion  of 
the  Virginia  deed  of  cession,  whieh  has  any  bearing 
on  the  point  at  issue,  taken  from  the  volume  lying  on 
the  table  before  me,  with  the  place  marked,  and  to 
which  any  one  desirous  of  examining  the  deed  may 
refer.  The  cession  is  "to  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  for  the  benefit  of  said  States  " 
Every  word  implies  the  States  in  their  united  Fede- 
ral character.  That  is  the  meaning  of  the  phrase 
United  States.  It  stands  in  contradistinction  to  the 
States  taken  separately  and  individually,  and  if 
there  could  be,  by  p  >ssibi!ity,  any  doubt  on  that 
point,  it  would  be  removed  by  the  expression  (in 
Congress  assembled"— an  assemblage  which  con- 
stipated the  very  knot  that  united  them.  I  regard 
the  execution  of  such  a  deed,  in  such  an  assem- 
blage, to  the  Unittd  State*  so  assembled t  so  conclu- 
sive, that  the  cession  was  to  them  in  their  united  and 
aggregate  character,  in  cen'radUiinctiou  to  tbeir 
individual  aud  separate  character,  and  by  necessary 
consequence,  the  lands  so  ceded  belonged  to  them 
in  their  former  and  not  in  their  latter  character, 
that  I  am  at  a  loss  for  word*  to  make  it  clearer.  To 
deny  it,  would  be  to  deny  that  there  is  any  truth  in 
language. 

But  as  strong  as  this  is,  it  is  cot  all.  The  d'ed  pro- 
ceeds and  .*ays  that  all  thp  lands  so  ceded,  'Shalt  be 
considered  a  common  fund  for  tbr  use  and  benefit  of 
such  of  theUni'eu  States  as  have  become  members  of 
the  Co*/  deration,  or  Ftderal  alliance  of  said  State?, 
Virginia  inclusive,"  and  concludes  by  saying  "and 
fhall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  dispos-d  of  tor  that 
purpose,  and  for  no  other  me  and  purpose  what- 
ever." If  it  were  possible  to  rake  a  doubt  before, 
these  ful',  clear,  and  explicit  terms  would  dispel  it. 
It  is  impossible  for  language  to  be  clearer.  To  be 
"considered  a  common  fund,1'  an  expression  di- 
rectly in  contradistinction  to  separate  or  individual, 
and  is  by  necessary  implication  as  clear  a  negative 
of  the  latter,  as  if  it  had  been  positively  ex- 
pressed. This  common  fund  to  "be  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  web  of  the  United  Stales,  as  have  be- 


come or  shall  become  members  of  the  Comeuera* 
tion  or  Federal  allinnce-,"  that  is  as  clear  as  lan- 
guage can  express  it  for  th^ir  common  use  in  their 
unit'd  Federal  character,  Virginia  being  included 
as  the  grantor,  out  of  abundant  camion. 

[Here  Mr.  Clay  said  in  an  audible  voice,  there 
were  other  words  not  cited.  To  which  Mr.  Cal- 
houn replied:] 

I  am  glad  to  hear  the  Senator  say  to,  as  it  shows, 
not  only  that  he  regards  the  expressions  cited  stand- 
ing alone,  as  clearly  establishing  what  I  contended 
for,  but  on  what  he  relies  to  rebut  my  conclu- 
sion. I  shall  presently  show,  that  the  expres- 
sion to  which  he  refers  will  utterly  fail  him. 
Tne  concluding  words  am,  "shall  be  faithfully  and 
bona  fide  dispo  ed  of  for  that  use,  and  no  other  use 
and  purpose  whatever."  For  that  use — that  is,  the 
common  u?  e  of  the  Si  ate?,  in  their  capacity  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Confederation  or  Federal  alliance — 
and  no  other;  positively  forbidding  to  use  the  fund 
to  be  derived  from  the  lands  for  the  separate  use  of 
the  States,  or  to  be  distributed  among  them  for 
their  separate  or  individual  use,  as  proposed -by  this 
amendment,  as  it  is  possible  for  words  to  do.  So 
far,  ail  doubt  would  seem  to  be  excluded. 

But  there  are  other  words  to  which  the  Senator  re* 
fers,  and  on  which  the  advocates  of  the  measure 
vainly  rely  to  establish  the  right.  After  a>serting  that 
it  shall  be  considered  a  common  fund  for  the, use  and 
benefit  of  the  States  (hat  are  or  *hall  become  mem- 
bers of  (he  Confederation  or  Federal  alliance, 
Virginia  inclusive,  it  adds,  c<accordipg  to  their 
usual  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge 
and  expenditure."  Now,  I  assert,  if  these  words 
were  susceptible  of  a  construction  that  the  fund  was 
intended  for  the  separaie  and  individual  use  and 
benefit  of  the  States — which  I  utterly  deny — yet  it 
would  be  eontrary  to  one  of  the  fundamental  rales 
of  construction  to  give  them  that  meaning.  I  re- 
fer to  the  well  known  rule,  that  doubtlul  expres- 
sions, in  a  grant  or  other  instrument,  are  not  to  be 
so  construed  as  to  contradict  what  is  clearly  and 
plainly  expressed— -as  would  be  the  case  in  ibis  in- 
stance, if  they  should  be  so  construed  as  to  mean 
the  separate  and  individual  use  and  benefit  of  the 
Sta:ea  severally.  But  they  are  not  susceptible 
of  such  construction.  Whatever  ambiguity  may 
be  supposed  to  attach  to  them,  will  bs  readily  ex- 
plained by  reference  to  the  history  of  the  limes. 
The  cession  was  made  under  the  old  Articles  of 
Confederation,  according  to  which  the  general  or 
common  fund  of  the  Union  was  rai>ed,  not  by 
taxation  on  individuals,  as  at  present,  but  by  re- 
quisition on  the  States,  proportioned  among  them 
according  (o  (he  assessed  value  of  t'le.i  improved 
lands.  An  account  had,  of  course,  to  be  k»pt  be- 
tween each  S>ate  and  the  common  treasury ;  tnd 
the5e  words  were  inserted  »imply  to  direct  that 
the  funds  from  the  ceded  lands  were  to  be  credited 
to  Slates  according  to  the  proportion  they  had  to 
contribute  to  the  general  or  common  fund  ref  psc- 
lively,  in.  order,  if  not  enoogh  should  be  received, 
from  the  lands,  to  meet  tbeir  contribution,  they 
should  be  debited  wiih  (he  deficit;  and  if  more  than 
sufficient,  credited  with  the  excels  in  making  the 
next  requisition.  The  expression  can  have  no 
other  meaning;  and  so  far  from  countenancing  the 
construction,  that  ihe  common  fund  from  the  lands 
should  be  applied  to  the  separate  use  of  the  States, 
it  expressly  provides  how  u  *hall  be  credited  to  the 
con  federated  or  allied  Sia'es,  In  their  acount  cur- 
rent with  the  general  or  common  fund  of  that  Con- 
federacy. The  opposite  interpolation  would  im- 
ply the  most  palpable  contradiction  and  absur- 
dity. 

But  it  is  asked,  what  would  have  u  be  done  if 
their  had  been  a  permanent  surplus?  Such  a  case 
was  scarcely  supposable,  with  the  heavy  debt  of 
the  Revolution,  and  ihe  small  yield  from  ibt  land 
at  the  time;  but  if  it  had  occurred,  it  would  have 
been  an  unforseen  contingency,  to  be  provided  for 
by  the  United  States,  to  whom  «h«?  fund  belonged, 
and  not  by  Congress,  as  its  agent,  or  truttee,  for 
its  management. 

That  this  expression  was  intended  merely  to  di- 
rect how  the  account  should  be  kept,  and  not  to 
make  that  the  separate  property  of  the  Stafcs  indi- 
vidually, which  had  been  declared,  in  the  most  em* 
phatic  manner,  to  belong  to  them,  and  to  be  aste] 
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by  thtm,  as  a  common  fond,  in  their  united  federal 
character,  we  would  have  the  most  conclusive 
proof,  if  whnt  has  been  stated  already  was  not  so, 
in  the  fact  that,  in  th»  deeds  of  cession  from  all  the 
other  Srates,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina,  these 
words  are  omitted. 

Ab  to  the  cession  from  Georgia,  it  i«  impossible 
that  there  should  be  two  opinions  about  it.  It  was 
made  nnder  the  present  Government,  and  in  the 
very  words  of  the  Virginia  cession,  excepting  the 
words,  '-according  to  their  usual  respective  propor- 
tion in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure. n  The 
omission,  while  the  other  portion  was  exactly  co- 
pied, is  significant.  The  old  system  of  requisition 
on  the  States  to  supply  the  common  treasury,  nn- 
der the  Articles  of  Confederation,  had  been  super- 
seded by  taxes  laid  directly  on  the  people,  under 
the  present  Government,  and  it  was  no  longer  ne- 
cessary to  provide  for  the  mode  of  keeping  the  ac- 
count, and  for  that  reason  was  omitted.  ,  But  the 
cession  by  Georgia  was,  in  reality,  a  porchare. 
The  United  States  has  paid  fnll  consideration  for 
the  land,  including  the  expense  of  extinguishing 
the  Indian  titles,  and  other  charges;  and  of  course 
the  portion  of  the  public  domain  acquired  from 
that  State  may  be  fairly  considered  as  standing  on 
the  same  principle,  as  far  as  the  present  question  is 
concerned,  as  that  purchased  from  foreign  powers. 

So  undeniable  is  the  conclusion  that  the  lands 
ceded  by  tbe  States  were  ceded  to  them  in  their 
united  and  aggregate  character  as  a  Federal  com- 
munity, and  not  In  their  separate  and  individual, 
that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  was  forced  to 
admit,  if  1  understood  him  correctly,  (and  if  not,  I 
wish  to  be  corrected,)  that  they  were  so  ceded  in  the 
first  instance,  but  only  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
the  public  debt,  and  that  on  its  final  discharge,  the 
lands  became  the  separate  property  of  the  Slates. 
This,  sir,  is  a  perfectly  gratuitous  assumption  on 
the  part  of  the  Senator,  and  is  directly  opposed  by 
the  deeds  of  cession,  which  expressly  provide  that 
it  shall  be  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  States  in  their  united  and  Federal  character, 
without  restriction  to  the  public  debt,  or  limitation 
in  point  of  time,  or  any  other  respects.  This  bold 
and  unwarranted  assertion  may  be  regarded  as  an 
implied  acknowledgment  on  his  part  of  the  truth  of 
the  contraction  for  which  I  contend,  and  en  which 
the  Government  has  ever  acted,  but  now  attempted 
.  to  be  changed  <  n  a  false  assumption. 

The  residue  of  the  public  lands,  including  Flori- 
da and  all  the  region  beyond  the  Mi-s'ssippi,  ex- 
tending to  the  Pac  fie  Ocean,  and  constituting  by 
far  the  greater  part,  stands  on  a  different  footing. 
They  were  purchased  out  of  the  common  funds  of 
the  Union,  collected  by  taxes,  and  belong,  beyond 
all  question,  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  in 
their  federal  and  aggregate  capacity.  This  has 
not  been,  and  cannot  be  denied;  and  yet  it  is  proposed 
to  distribute  the  common  fund  derived  from  the 
sales  of  these,  as  well  as  from  the  ceded  lands,  in 
direct  violation  of  the  admitted  principle  that  the 
agent  or  trustee  of  a  ommon  concern  has  no  right, 
without  express  authority,  to  apply  the  joint  funds 
to  the  separate  use  and  benefit  of  its  individual 
member?. 

But  setting  a>ide  the  constitutional  objection,  as 
conclusive  as  it  is,  I  ask  what  consideration  of  ex- 
pediency— what  urgent  necessity — is  there  for  the 
adoption,  at  this  time,  of  a  measure  so  extraordi- 
nary as  a  surrender  to  the  States,  for  their  indi- 
vidual use,  of  the  important  portion  of  the  revenue 
derived  from  the  public  domain,  which,  it  is  pro- 
bable, will  not  fall  short,  on  an  average  of  the  next 
ten  years,  of  five  millions  of  dollars?  Is  the  Trea- 
sury now  burdened  with  a  surplns,  far  beyond  the 
wants  of  the  Government,  for  which  all  are  anxious 
to  device  some  meea*ore  of  relief,  a*  was  the  cae 
when  the  Senator  introduced  and  passed  his  scheme 
of  distribution  formerly?  On  the  coh'rary,  is  it 
not  in  the  very  opposite  condition— one  of  exhaus- 
tion, with  a  deficit,  according  to  the  statement  of 
thai  Stnator,  and  those  who  act  wi  h  him,  ol  many 
millions  of  dollars?  And  is  not  the  revenue  stilt 
declining,  so  that  in  a  thort  time  the  present  deficit 
will  be  double?  To  take  a  broader  view,  I  would 
ask,  ia  the  condition  of  the  country  lea*  unfavora- 
ble to  the  adoption  nf  the  measure  than  the  state  of 


the  Treasury?  Is  there  an  individual  capable  of 
taking  a  comprehensive  view  of  our  foietgn  rela- 
tions at  this  moment,  who  does  not  see  the  impe- 
rious necessity  of  applying  every  dollar  that  can  be 
spared  to  guard  against-  coming  dan  gets,  more  es- 
pecially on  that  element  where  a  revolution  so  ex- 
traordinary i?  going  on,  by  the  all-powerful  agency 
of  steam,  both  as  to  the  means  of  attack  and  de- 
fence? 

If,  then,  the  state  of  the  Treasury  and  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country  so  urgently  demand  the  reten- 
tion of  this  important  branch  of  revenue,  for  the 
common  use  and  objects  for  which  the  Govern- 
ment was  created,  what  possible  motives  cin  im- 
pel those  who  are  shortly  to  be  charged  with  its 
administration,  to  bring  forward,  at  such  a  period, 
the  extraordinary  proposition  to  take  from  tbe  ne- 
cessities of  the  Treasury  jind  the  country  so  lame  a 
sum,  to  be  distributed  among  tbe  States  for  their 
separate  and  individual  use?  To  this  question 
but  one  answer  has  been  or  can  be  given— that 
many  of  the  States  want  the  money.  They  have 
contracted  debts  for  their  own  individaal  and  local 
purposes,  beyond  their  ordinary  m-ans,  and  which 
the  dominant  party  in  those  States  are  unwilling  to 
meet  by  raising  taxes  on  their  own  people,  for  fear 
of  being  turned  ont  of  power.  Tbe  result  has  been 
a  loss  of  credit,  followed  by  a  depreciation  of  their 
bonds,  held  by  rich  capitalists  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  immediate  object  of  ibis  scheme  is  to  raise  the 
credit  of  the  indebted  States  by  distributing  the  re- 
venue from  the  lands;  that  is,  to  surrender  about 
one-fourth  of  the  permanent  revenue  of  the  Union, 
and  that  the  most  certain,  to  enhance  the  value  of 
tbe  State  bonds,  now  greatly  depressed,  because  , 
some  of  the  indebted  States  do  not  choose  to  raise, 
by  taxes  on  their  own  people,  the  means  of  paving 
their  own  dobts.  To  have  a  tru*  conception  of  the 
whole  case,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  these 
bond<s  were  taken  by  the  capitalists  on  thia  and  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic  on  speculation,  in  the 
regular  course  of  business,  as  a  profitable  invent* 
m*nt,  and,  many  of  them,  at  great  depreciation; 
and  that  the  demand  on  the  common  Treasury  is 
substantially  to  make  good,  not  only  their  losses, 
but  to  enable  them  to  realize  their  anticipated  pro- 
fits.   Such  is  the  object. 

We  are  thu  <  brought  to  the  question,  in  what 
manner  is  this  deficit  of  at  least  five  millions  to  be 
supplied?  By  taxes — additional  taxes  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  country,  preparing  the  v.  ay  for  still 
higher  by  combining  the  indebted  States  with  the 
tariff  interest,  to  impose  heavier  burdensen  that  im- 
portant but  oppressed  branch  of  industry.  Wines 
and  silks  arc  to  be  select d,  un4er  the  plea  of  tax- 
ing luxury;  and  much  manoeuvring  has  been  re- 
sorted to  in  order  to  enlist  tbe  tobacco  interest  in 
favor  of  the  tax,  with,  I  fear,  too  much  success. 
They  are,  I  admit,  fair  objects  of  taxation,  and 
ought  to  bear  their  due  proportion  of  the  public 
burden.  I  am  prepared  to  act  on  that  opinion 
when  the  tariff  comes  up  for  revi«{on,  as  it  must, 
at  the  next  session.  I  go  far; her:  Fix  the  amount 
which  the  just  and  necessary  wants  of  Government 
may  require,  including  the  revenue  from  the  lands, 
and  I  will  cheerfully  Agree  to  lay  as  much  on  luxu- 
ries as  gentlemen  will  agree  to  ieduce  on  necessa- 
ries. It  is  my  favorite  system,  and  I  am  prepared 
to  go  as  far  as  any  one  in  that  direction.  But  I 
shall  not  agree  to  impose  a  cent  on  luxuries,  or  ne- 
cessaries, on  the  rich  or  poor,  to  pay  the  debts  for 
which  this  Government  is  in  no  way  responsible,  and 
which  we  cannot  pay  without  a  palpable  violation 
of  th*  Constitution,  and  gros*  injustice  to  the  great 
body  of  the  community.  I  was  struck  wjih  the 
fac\  that,  while  the  Senator  [Mr.  Webster] 
held  out  at  one  moment  that  the  duties  on 
wines  and  si  ks  would  fall  on  the  consumers, 
and,  by  consequence,  on  the  rich,  in  the  very 
next  he  informed  us  that  they  would  not  rise  in 
price  in  consequence  of  the  duties,  and,  of 
course,  th^y  would  entirely  escape  from  them.  To 
prove  that  they  would  not  increase  in  price  in  con- 
sequence of  the  duties,  he  assumed,  as  a  principle, 
th.at  where  one  country  is  the  principal  producer  of 
certain  article*,  as  France  was  of  wine  and  silks, 
and  another  a  principal  consumer  of  them,  as  tbe 
United  8tates  were,  a  dutv  imposed  on  thtm  by  tbe 
latter  would  have  the  effect,  not  cf  raiting  tbe  I 


price  in  the  country  where  it  was  laid,  bat  to  re. 
duce  it  where  they  were  produced;  that  is, toted** 
it  in  France,  and  not  to  raise  it  in  the  United  Sato, 

Now,  I  put  it  to  the  Senator,  whether  toe  Iopt, 
taking  his  own  conclusion,  could  fall  on  the  Prases' 
producers  of  wines  and  silks,  without,  in  us  reac- 
tion, falling  also  on  the  American  producer*  of  (he 
products  given  in  exchange  for  them— that  is,  foe 
growers  of  tobacco,  rice,  and  eoitoo,  which  fur- 
nish almost  exclusively  the  means  of  payment)  It 
it  not  clear,  if  they  cannot  sell  as  high  or  as  much 
to  us,  in  consequence  df  the  duties,  that  we  in  torn 
cannot  sell  aa  high  or  as  much  to  tbeminconif- 
quence  of  the  fall  of  price  on  their  prodncut 
Their  loss  must  be  followed  by  ours;  and  it  follows, 
according  to  the  Senator's  own  reasonirg,  that  the 
five  millions,  which  is  proposed  to  be  raised  by 
duties,  to  make  good  the  deficit  caused  br  tbe 
distribution,  would  be  filched  from  tbe  pockets  of 
the  honest  and  industrious  producers  of  car  treat 
staple*,  and  not,  as  alleged  by  the  Senator,  from 
the  wealthy  consumers  of  wines  and  silks.  It  is 
out  of  their  hard  earnings  that  the  means  mast  to 
raised  to  enhance  the  valoe  of  the  bonds  of  tat 
States  in  the  hands  of  foreign  capitalists.  Tbe  Se- 
nator most  surely  hold  in  low  estimation  the  intelli- 
gence and  spirit  of  the  Southern  planter,  in  support* 
ing  such  a  pioposition. 

But  I  take  still  stronger  grounds.  The  necessary 
effect  of  all  duties  in  to  diminish  the  imports;  and 
the  consequence  of  diminishing  the  imports  n  t* 
diminish,  in  the  same  proportion,  the  exports;  Im- 
ports and  exports  are  dependent  each  on  the  other. 
If  there  can  be  no  imports,  there  can  be  no  export^ 
and  if  there  be  no  export*,  there  can  be  no 
imports.  The  exports  pay  for  the  imports, 
and  tbe  imports  for  the  exports— the  one  al- 
ways implies  the  other.  So,  if  the  imports  an 
limited  in  amount,  the  exports  mast  be  limited, 
when  fairly  estimated  to  the  same  amount,  and  ret 
versa.  But  the  effects  of  all  duties,  whether  they 
fall  on  the  consumers  of  the  articles  on  which  {be? 
are  laid,  or  on  the  producers,  must  be  to  disdain 
the  amount  cf  the  imports,  and,  by  constqoeuce.ef 
the  exports.  In  a  word,  duties  on  imports  afitet 
the  amount  of  tbe  exports  to  the  same  extent  (hat 
they  do  the  import*;  and  it  would  have  jnat  the 
same  effect  in  the  end,  whether  the  deficit  of  ft* 
millions  which  would  be  caused  by  the  distribfltica, 
be  raited  "by  a  duty  on  tobacco,  rice,  and  cotton,  or 
on  the  wines  and  silks  for  which  they  might  be 
exchanged.  The  loss  would  fall,  ia  either  case,  oa 
tbe  same  interest,  and  to  the  same  amoant,  and 
thorn  immediately  connected  with  it. 

But  I  rise  to  higher  grounds.  As  bad  as  4*  . 
scheme  is  in  a  financial  view,  it  is  far  worse  ia  a 
political.  The  mbst  deadly  enemy  of  oar  fjswa 
could  not,  in  my  opinion,  propose  a  measure  better 
calculated  to  subvert  the  Constitution  and  the  Go- 
vernment. It  would  necessarily  place  the  State 
Governments  in  direct  antagonist  relations  with 
this  on  all  questions  except  that  of  coliecnax  and 
distributing  the  revenue,  which  would  end  in  de- 
feating all  the  objects  for  which  it  was  instituted, 
and  reduce  it  ultimately  to  the  odious  capacity  oft 
mere  tax  collector  for  the  Stale  Governments.  It 
this  there  can  be  no  mistake. 

Tbe  money  to  be  distributed  wou'd  go,  not  to  the 
people  of  the  States  individually,  but  to  tbe  Stale 
Lee  Matures;  or,  to  be  more  specific,  to  the  a* 
jority,  or  rather  to*  the  domioaat  portion  of  the 
majoriry,  which  for  the  time  might  have  the (coa- 
trol.  They,  and  their  friends  and  tupporttrs,  wobM 
profit  by  the  scheme.  The  money  distributed  wooW 
be  applied  in  the  most  effective  way  to  secure  that 
ascendency,  and  to  give  them  tbe  lion's  share* 
the  profit.  The  dominant  party  in  the  S  aw*** 
'hus  be  enlisted  to  continue  and  enlarge  tnediea> 
botion;  and  when  it  is  added,  that  tbe  ware* 
pended  in  tbe  States  would  embrace  powerful  local 
interests,  which  would  be  seen  and  felt  in  ltseBj? 
by  large  portions  of  the  people,  while  the  expewfr 
tures  of  the  Government  would  be  on  objec's  « I 

ptA 


the  great  body  of  the  community,  except  at  •*■# 
or  on  tbe  eve  of  hostilities,  I  hazard  nothing  ™ 
asserting)  that  the  interval*  in  favor  of  distribaonf 
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the  revenue  would  overpower  that  of  expenditures 
by  the  General  Government,  even  on  the  most  ne- 
ecssary  objects;  the  consequence  of  which  would  be 
such  as  has  been  stated.  Be  assured  that  the  sys- 
tem, onee  fairly  commenced,  would  go  on  and 
enlarge  itself,  till  every  branch  of  revenue  would 
be  absorded,  when  the  Government,  divested  of  all 
its  eonsuiuiional  functions,  would  expire,  under 
universal  scorn  and  contempt.  Such  must  be  the 
end  of  this  most  dangerous  and  unconstitutional 
measure,  should  it  ever  be  adopted. 

But  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Web- 
stu]  and  others,  allege  that  the  cession  of  the 
lands  to  the  new  Stales  is  itself  but  a  mode  of  distri- 
bution, with  a  view,  doubtless,  to  weaken  the  force 
of  my  objections  to  this  amendment.  If  it  be 
no,  I  can  only  say  that  it  is  not  intended,  and 
if  I  can  be  satisfied  that  it  is,  I  would  be  the 
first  to  denounce  it.  Its  object  is  to  remedy 
what  I  believe  to  be  great  and  growing  disorders  in 
the  operation  of  our  land  system,  as  it  now  exists; 
but  as  dangerous  as  I  regard  them,  I  would  never 
consent  to  remedy  thtm  by  a  measure  which 
I  regard  as  vastly  more  dangerous.  But  the  Sena- 
tor will,  if  I  mistake  nor,  find  it  far  more  easy  to 
call  it  a  scheme  of  distribution,  than  to  prove  it  to 
be  so,  or  even  that  it  is  in  the  slightest  degree 
analogous  to  it  in  any  particular,  as  I  hope  to 
prove  in  some  subsequent  stage  of  this  discussion. 

1  have  heard,  Mr.  President,  with  pleasure,  the 
deep  denunciations  leveled  against  the  whole 
scheme  of  ustribution,  whether  ap.  lied  to  the  reve- 
nue from  lands  or  taxes.  It  strengthens  my  confi- 
dence in  the  force  of  truth,  and  the  conviction 
that,  if  one  has  (he  courage  to  do  his  doty,  regard- 
less of  defeat  foi  the  time,  he  may  hope  to 
outlive  error  and  misrepresentation.  Let  me 
add,  if  any  of  the  denunciations  were  aimed  at 
me,  they  passed  harmless  over  me,  and  fell  on  an- 
other, against  whom  1  would  be  tbe  last  to  utter  a 
censure  in  his  retirement  and  declining  yean,  how- 
ever opposed  to  him  while  in  power.  The  Senate 
will  understand  that  I  refer  to  General  Jackson.  It 
is  far  from  agreeable  to  me  to  introduce  his  name 
here,  or  to  speak  of  myself;  but  1  am  compelled, 
from  the  remarks  made  in  a  certain  quarter,  to  do 
so,  not  from  any  feeling  of  egotism,  (for  I  am  too 
inconsiderable  to  involve  what  concerns  me  indivi- 
dually in  the  discussion  of  so  grave  a  subject,)  but 
that  1  may  not  be  weakened,  as  the  opponent  of 
this  most  dangerous  measure,  by  any  misconcep- 
tion of  my  past  course  in  relation  to  tbe  scheme  of 
distribution. 

It  has,  sir,  been  my  fortune  to  be  oppos- 
ed to  the  scheme  from  the  beginning.  It  origi- 
nated with  a  former  member  of  this  body,  Mr. 
Dicketson,  of  New  Jersey,  and  recently  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  a*  far  back  as  the  year  1827.  His 
proposed  object  was  to  strengthen  the  protective  ta- 
j LOT  interest,  by  distribating  a  part  of  its  proceeds, 
(if  I  remember  correctly,  five  millions  of  dollars,) 
annually,  among  the  States,  in  the  manner  proposed 
by  this  amendment.  I  took  my  stand  against  it, 
promptly  and  decidedly,  on  its  first  agitation,  as  a 
measure  dangerous  and  unconstitutional,  and  well 
calculated  to  fix  the  protective  system  permanently 
en  tbe  country.  The  next  year,  the  oppressive  ta- 
riff of  1828  was  passed,  and  the  year  afterwards 
General  Jackson  was decied  President,  with  the  ex- 
pectation, as  far  as  8outh  Carolina  supported  him, 
that  be  would  use  his  patronage  and  influence  to  re- 
peal that  obnoxioas  act,  or  at  least  greatly  reduce 
the  burthen  it  imposed. 

But  it  was  the  misfortune  of  General  Jackson 
and  tbe  country,  that  when  he  arrived  here  to  as- 
same  the  reigns  of  Government,  he  was  strong- 
ly prepossessed  in  favor  of  the  plan  of  distributing 
the  surplus  revenue,  after  the  final  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  under  the  impre?sion  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  repeal  that  act,  or  reduce  the  du- 
ties it  imposed.  How  he  received  so  dan- 
gerous an  impressioo,  I  have  never  under- 
stood; but  to  it  was.  I  speak  not  from  my 
own  knowledge,  but  from  information  that  is  un- 
questionable, that  his  inaugural  address  contained 
n  passas*  in  favor  of  the  distribution,  when  it  was 
laid  before  those  whom  he  ha  I  selected  for  his  first 
cabinet;  and  that  It  was  with  difficulty  he  assented 
fotomit  it,  so  strongly  was  he  impressed  in  its  favor 


—no  doubt  honestly  and  sincerely  impressed.  His 
first  message  to  Congress,  in  December,  1829,  con- 
tained a  strong  recommendation  of  that  scheme, 
which  was  repeated  with  additional  arguments  in 
its  favor  in  his  second  message  the  succeeding 
year.  A  recommendation  from  so  high  and  influen- 
tial quarter,  could  not  but  have  a  powerful  effect  on 
public  opinion.  The  Governors  of  two  great 
States,  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  recommended 
it  to  their  Legislatures,  who  adopted  resolutions  in 
its  favor.  That  tbe  views  which  he  then  enter- 
tained may  be  fully  understood,  I  ask  the  Secretary 
to  read  tbe  portions  of  the  two  messages,  which  be 
will  find  marked  in  the  volumes  on  his  table,  in  the 
order  of  their  respective  dales. 

[rhe  Secretary  read  the  following  extracts  from 
President  Jackson's  messages,  1st  and  3d  sessions, 
26  h  Congress:] 

Fint  $e—ion  TSctnty+ixth  Congreu. 

After  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  it  is  not  probable  that 
any  adjustment  of  the  tariff",  upon  principles  satisfactory  to 
the  people  of  the  Union,  will,  until  a  remote  period,  if  aver, 
lea?*  the  Government  without  a  considerable  surplus  in  the 
Treasury  beyond  what  may  be  required  for  its  current  service. 
As  then  the  period  approaches  when  the  application  ef  the  re- 
venue to  to  the  payment  of  debt  will  cease,  the  disposition  of 
tbe  surplus  will  present  a  subject  for  the  serious  deliberation 
of  Congress,  and  it  may  be  fortunate  for  the  country  that  it  is 
yet  to  tie  decided.  Considered  In  connection  with  the  difficul- 
ties which  have  heretofore  attended  appropriations  for  purposes 
of  internal  improvement;  and  with  those  which  this  experience 
tells  us  will  certainly  arise  whenever  power  over  such  subjects 
may  he  exercised  by  the  General  Government;  it  is  hoped  that 
it  may  lead  to  the  adoption  of  some  plan  which  will  reconcile 
the  diversified  interests  of  the  States,  and  strengthen  the  bonds 
which  unite  them.  Every  member  of  the  Union,  in  peace  and 
in  war,  will  he  benefited  by  the  improvement  of  inland  naviga- 
tion and  the  construction  of  highways  in  the  several  Rules. 
Let  us  then  endeavor  to  attain  this  benefit  in  a  mode  which  will 
be  satisfactroy  to  all.  That  hitherto  adopted  has,  by  many  of 
our  fellow-citizens,  been  deprecated  as  an  Infraction  of  (he  Con- 
stituuon;  while  by  others  it  has  been  viewed  as  inexpedient. 
All  feel  that  it  has  been  employed  at  the  expense  of  harmony  in 
the  legislative  council*. 

To  avoid  these  evils,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  most  safe,  just, 
and  federal  disposition  which  could  be  made  of  the  surplus  re- 
venue, would  be  its  apportionment  among  the  several  States 
according  to  their  ratio  of  representation;  and  should  this  mea- 
sure not  be  found  warranted  by  the  Constitution,  that  it  would 
be  expedient  to  propose  to  the  States  an  amendment  authoris- 
ing it.  I  regard  an  appeal  to  the  source  of  power,  in  cases  of 
real  doubt,  and  where  its  exercise  is  deemed  Indispensable  to 
the  general  welfare,  as  among  the  most  sacred  of  all  our  obli- 
gations. 

Second  sewion,  Ticentp  $ixth  Congress. 

1  have  heretofore  felt  it  my  duty  to  recommend  the  adoption 
q[  some  plan  for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  funds  which 
may  at  any  time  remain  in  the  Tieasury  after  the  national  debt 
shall  have  been  paid,  among  the  States,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  their  representatives,  to  be  applied  by  them  to  ob- 
jects ot  internal  improvement. 

Although  this  plan  has  met  with  favor  In  some  portions  of  the 
Union,  it  has  also  elicited  objections  which  merit  deliberate  con  - 
sideration.  A  brief  noti:e  of  these  objections  here  will  not, 
therefore,  f  trust,  be  regarded  as  out  of  place. 

They  res'.,  as  far  as  they  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  on  the 
following  grounds:  1st.  An  objection  to  the  ratio  of  distribution; 
2d.  An  apprehension  that  the  existence  of  such  a  regulation 
would  produce  improvident  and  oppressive  taxation  to  raise  the 
funds  fur  distribution:  3d.  That  the  mode  proposed  would  lead 
to  the  construction  or  works  <  f  a  loral  nature,  to  the  exclusion 
of  such  as  are  general,  and  as  would  consequently  be  of  a  mure 
useful  character;  and  last,  that  it  would  create  a  discreditable 
and  injurious  dependence  on  the  part  of  the  State  Governments 
upon  the  Federal  power.  Of  those  who  object  to  the  ratio  of 
representation  as  the  basis  of  distribution,  some  insist  that  the 
importations  of  the  respective  Slates  would  constitute  one  that 
would  be  more  equitable;  and  others,  again,  that  the  extent 
of  their  respective  territories  would  furnish  a  standard  which 
would  be  more  expedient  and  sufficiently  equitable.  The 
ratio  of  representation  presented  iieelf  to  my  mind,  and 
it  still  do**,  as  one,  of  obvious  equity,  because  of  its  being 
the  ratio  of  contribution,  whether  the  funds  to  be  distributed  be 
derived  from  the  customs  or  from  direct  taxation.  It  does  not 
follow,  however,  that  its  adoption  is  indispensable  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  tho  system  proposed.  There  may  be  considera- 
tions appertaining  to  the  subject  which  would  render  a  depar- 
ture, to  some  extent,  from  the  rule  of  contribution  y- roper.  Nor 
Is  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  basis  of  distribution  be  con- 
fined to  one  ground.  It  may,  if,  in  the  judgment  of  those  whose 
right itis  to  fix  it,  it  be  deemed  politic  and  just  to  give  it  their 
character,  have  regard  to  several. 

In  my  first  mossage,  I  stated  it  to  be  my  opinion  that  "it  is 
irot  probable  that  an  v  adjustment  of  the  tariff  upon  principles 
satisfactory  to  tho  people  of  the  Union,  will,  unil  a  remote 
period,  if  ever,  leave  the  Government  without  a  considerable 
surplus  in  the  Treasury,  beyond  what  may  be  required  for  it* 
current  service. *»  1  have  hid  no  cause  to  change  that  opinion, 
but  much  to  confirm  it.  Should  these  expectations  be  realised, 
a  suitable  fund  would  thus  be  produced  for  the  plan  under 
cunsiderati  w  to  operate  upon;  and  if  there  be  no  such  fund,  its 
adoption  will,  in  my  opinion,  work  no  injury  to  any  interest; 
for  l  cannot  assent  to  the  justness  of  the  apprehension  that  tbe 
establishment  of  the  proposed  system  would  lend  to  the  en- 
couragement of  improvident  legislation  of  the  character  sup- 
posed. Whatever  the  proper  authority,  in  the  exercise  of 
constitutional  power,  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  decide  to  be 
for  the  general  good,  will,  in  that  as  in  other  respects,  deserve 
and  receive  the  acquiescence  and  support  of  the  whole  country; 
and  we  have  ample  secuiity  that  every  abuse  of  power  In  that 
regard,  by  agents  of  the  people,  will  receive  a  speedy  and  ef- 
fectual corrective  at  their  hands.  Tb*  views  which  I  take  of 
the  future,  founded  on  the  obvious  and  Increasing  improvement 
of  all  classes  of  our  fellow-citizens,  In  intelligence,  and  lo  public 
I  *nd  Private  virtue,  leave  me  without  much  •ppreheneon  on 


I  do  not  doubt  that  those  who  come  after  us  will  be  as  much 
alive  as  wears  to  ths  obligation  upon  all  the  trustee*  of  political 
power  to  exempt  those  for  whom  they  act  from  all  unnecessary 
burdens;  and!  as  sensible  of  the  great  troth,  that  tbe  resources 
of  the  nation  beyond  those  required  for  immediate  and  necessa- 
ry purposes  of  Government,  can  no  where  be  so  well  deposited 
as  m  the  pockets  of  the  people. 

Such,  I  repeat,  were  unfortunately  the  opinions 
which  General  Jackson  entertained  on  this  all  im- 
portant question,  when  be  came  into  power.  I 
saw  tbe  danger  in  its  fall  extent,  and  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  take  an  open  and  decided  stand  against  the 
measure  which  he  so  earnestly  recommended;  and 
(hat  was  the  first  question  on  which  we  separated. 
In  placing  myself  in  opposition  to  him,  on  a  measure 
so  vital,  I  was  not  ignorant  of  the  hazard  to  which 
I  exposed  myself,  but  the  sense  of  duty  out- 
weighed all  other  considerations.  I  clearly  saw, 
that  there  would  be  an  increased  surplus  revenue, 
after  the  final  payment  of  the  public  deb*,  a  period 
then  rapidly  approaching;  and  that,  if  it  was  onee 
distributed  to  the  States,  it  would  rivet  on  the 
country  the  tariff  of  ^8,  to  be  followed  by  count- 
less disasters  from  the  combined  effects  of -the  two 
measures.  Had  it  been  adopted,  the  last  ray  of 
hope  of  repealing  or  reducing  that  oppressive  and 
ruinous  measure  would  have  vanished.  It  would, 
by  its  seductive  influence,  have  drawn  over 
to  its  support  the  very  States,  whose  prosperity 
it  was  crushing,  not  excepting  8"Uth  Caro- 
lina itself.  Tbe  process  is  not  difficult  to  ex- 
plain. 

For  that  purpose, .  I  will  take  the  case  of 
South  Carolina;  and  will  assume  that  hex  citi- 
zens paid,  under  tbe  tariff  ot  1828,  four  millions 
of  dollars  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Union,  which 
is  probably  not  far  from  the  truth,  and  would  have 
received  back  under  tbe  proposed  di:tribution 
of  the  surplus  but  one-fourth,  making  one  million. 
The  sum  to  be  distributed,  as  has  already  been 
suited,  would  not  have  been  returned  to  the  people, 
but  to  the  Treasury  of  the  State,  to  be  disposed  of 
by  the  Legislature;  or  to  speak  mote  specifically, 
by  the  small  portion,  which,  for  the  time,  would 
have  bad  control  over  the  dominant  majority  of  the 
Legislature.  All  who  have  experience  in  the 
affairs  of  Government,  will  readily  understand 
thai  no  disposition  would  have  been  made  of  it, 
but  what  they  and  their  friend*  and  supporters 
would  have  had  a  full  share  of  the  profits  and 
political  advantages  to  be  derivrd  from  its  admi- 
nistration and  expenditure.  Thus  an  interest 
would  be  created  on  the  part  of  tbe  controlling  in- 
fluence in  the  State  for  the  time,  adverse  to  it— an 
interest  to  sustain  the  tariff,  as  the  means  of  sus- 
taining the  distribution,  and  that  for  the  plain  rea- 
son, that  they  would  receive  more  from  the  former 
than  they  would  pay  as  citizens  under  the  duties. 

Now,  sir,  when  we  reflect  that  the  amount  taken 
by  the  duties  out  of  the  pocket*  of  the  people,  was 
ex ti acted  in  so  round  about  and  concealed  a  man- 
ner that  no  one,  no,  not  the  best  informed  and 
shrewdest  calculator,  could  ascertain  with  precision 
what  he  paid,  while  (hat  received  back  from  distri- 
bution would  have  been  seen  and  felc  by  those  into 
t  hose  hands  it  would  have  passed,  it  will  be  readi- 
ly understood,  not  only  how  those  who  participated 
directly  in  its  advantage?,  but  the  people  them- 
selves, would  have  been  so  delud-d  as  to  believe 
that  they  gained  more  by  the  distribution  than  what 
they  lost  by  the  tariff,  especially  when  the  domi- 
nant influence  in  the  State  woo  Id  have  been  inte- 
rested in  creating  and  keeping  up  the  delusion. 

It  is  thus  that  the  result  of  the  scheme  would 
have  been  to  combine  and  unite  into  one  .compact 
mass  the  dominaut  interests  of  all  the  States,  with 
the  great  dominant  interest  of  the  Union,  to  perpe- 
tuate a  system  of  plundering  the  people  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  their  labor,  especially  the  South,  to  be  di- 
vided among  tho?e,  with  their  partisan?,  who  could 
control  the  politics  of  the  country.  It  was  against 
ibis  daring  and  profligate  scheme  that  South  Caro- 
lina interposed  her  sovereign  amhority,  and  by  that 
interposition,  as  I  solemnly  believe,  saved  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  liberty  of  the  country. 

But  that  step,  as  bold  and  decisive  as  it  was, 
could  not  accomplish  all.  To  save  the  manufac- 
turing interest,  and  avoid  the  hazard  oi  reaction,  it 
was  necessary  to  reduce  the  dnties  on  the  protected 
articles  gradually  and  slowly.  The  consequence  was, 
a  continued  overflow  of  the  Treasury,  notwiuV 
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standing  ibe  doiy  on  every  article  not  produced  in 
the  courts ry  was  repealed,  amounting  in  value  to 
one -half  of  the  whole,  to  such  an  enormous  extent 
bad  the  protective  duties  been  raised.  A  remedy 
had  to  be  applied  to  meet  the  corrupting  and  dan- 
gerous influence  ot  this  temporary  surplus,  till  the 
gradual  reduction  of  the  protect ive  duties  under  the 
compromise  act  would  bring  them  to  the  ordinary 
wants  of  the  Government.  There  was  but  one 
remedy,  and  that  was,  to  take  it  from  the  Treasury. 
The  flow  was  too  great  f-rtt  moat  lavish  expendi- 
tures to  keep  down.  1  saw,  in  advance,  that  such 
would  be  the  case,  and,  with  the  design  of  devising 
a  remedy  beforehand,  moved  for  a  special  commit* 
tee,  with  the  view  mainly  of  freeing  the  Treasui/ 
of  Ua  surplus,  aa  the  great  source  ot  Executive  in- 
fluence and  power.  The  committee  concurring  in 
that  opinion,  recommended  that  the  Constitution 
should  be  so  amended  as  to  enable  Congress  to 
make  a  temporary  distribution.  The  report  folly  - 
explains  the  reasons  lor  believing  (here  would  be  a 
large  and  corrupting  surplus,  and  why,  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  distribution 
as  proposed  was  the  only  remedy.  I  have  marked 
a  portion  of  it  that  will  thow  the  opinion  I  then  en- 
tertained in  reference  to  distribution,  and  which  I 
ask  the  Secretary  to  read. 

Second  Session  Twenty- third  Congress. 
Your  committee  aie  fully  aware  of  the  many  and  tact)  abjec- 
tions to  tbe  distribution  of  the  am  plus  revenue  among  the 
Hutes,  considered  as  a  part  of  the  ordinary  and  regular  tystem 
of  this  Government.  They  admit  ihoru  to  be  as  great  aa  can  be 
well  imagined.  The  proposition  itself,  that  the  Government 
should  collect  money  for  the  purpose  of  such  distribution,  or 
should  distribute  a  surplus  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating 
taxts,  is  too  absurd  to  require  refutation:  and  yet  what  would 
be  when  applied,  as  supposed,  so  absurd  and  fwrolcious,  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  your  committee,  in  the  present  extraordinary 
and  deeply  disordered  state  of  »ur  affairs,  not  only  useful  and 
salutary,  but  indispensable  to  the  restoration  of  the  body  politic  to 
a  sound  condition;  just  as  some  potent  medicine,  which  it  would 
be  dangerous  and  aheurd  to  prescribe  to  the  healthy,  may,  to 
the  diseased,  be  the  only  mean*  or  arresting  the  hand  of  death. 
Pistributi  >n,  as  proponed,  is  not  for  the  preposterous  and  dan* 
ferous  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  for  distribution,  or  of  dis- 
tributing the  surplus  aa  a  means  of  perpetuating  a  system  of 
duties  or  taxes,  but  a  temporary  measure  to  dispose  of  an  una- 
voidable surplus  while  the  revenue  is  in  the  course  of  reduction 
and  which  cannot  be  otherwise  disposed  of  without  greatly  ag- 
gravating a  disease  that  threatens  the  moat  dangerous  conse- 
quences, and  which  holds  out  the  hope,  not  only  of  arreeiing  its 
further  progress,  but  also  of  restoring  the  body  politic  to  a  state 
of  health  and  vigor.  The  truth  of  this  assertion  a  few  obser- 
i  will  suffice  to  ill i 


It  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  by  some,  that  the  power  which 
the  distribution  among  the  States  would  bring  to  bear  against 
the  expenditure,  and  its  consequent  tendency  to  retrench  the 
disbursements  of  *he  Government,  would  be  so  sttonaasnot 
only  to  curtail  useless  sr  improper  expenditure,  hut  also  the 
useful  and  neceswary.  Such,  undoubtedly,  would  be  the  conse- 
quence, if  the  |»roce«s  were  too  long  continued;  but.  in  the  pre 
sent  irregular  and  excessive  action  of  the  system,  when  its  cen- 
tripetal lores  threatens  to  concentrate  all  ha  powers  in  a  single 
department,  the  fear  that  theaciioo  of  this  Government  will  be 
too  muv-.h  reduced  by  the  measure  under  consideration,  in  the 
short  period  to  which  it  is  proposed  to  limit  its  operation,  is 
without  just  f  >undation.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  proposed 
measure  irfiould  be  applied  in  the  present  diseased  state  of  the 
Government,  its  effect  would  be  like  that  of  some  powerful  al- 
terative medicine,  operatiug  just  'ong  enough  to  change  the 
present  morbid  action,  but  not  sufficiently  long  to  superinduce 
another  of  an  opposite  character. 

The  measure  recommended  was  not  adopted. 
It  was  denied,  and  violently  denied,  that  there 
would  be  a  surplus,  and  I  left  it  to  time  to  decide 
which  opiuion  was  correct.  A  year  rolled  round, 
and  conclusively  decided  Ihe  point.  Instead  of 
overrating,  experience  provrd  1  had  greatly  under- 
estimated tbe  surplus,  as  I  fell  confident  at  the  time 
I  bad.  It  more  thanduubled  even  my  calculation. 
1  again  revived  the  measure;  but  before  it  could  be 
acted  on,  instruction)  irora  State  Legislature*,  with 
intervening  elections,  turned  the  majority  in  the 
Senate,  which  kad  been  opposed  to  the  Adminis- 
tration, ie to  a  minority.  I  acquiesced,  and  gave 
notice  that  1  would  not  press  the  measure  I  had  in- 
troduced, and  would  leave  the  responsibility  with 
the  majority,  to  devise  a  remedy  for  what  was  at 
last  acknowledged  to  be  a  great  and  rjangeroos 
evil.  All  felt  that  somethng  must  be  done,  and  that 
promptly.  In  the  greatly  expanded  state  of  the 
.  currency,  the  enormous  surplus  had  flowed  off  in 
the  direction  of  the  public  lands,  and  was,  by  a 
sort  of  rotary  motion,  from  the  df  posite  banks  to 
the  speculators,  and  from  them  to  the  receivers, 
and  back  again  to  the  banks,  to  perform  tbe  same 
round  again,  rapidly  absorbing  every  acre  of  the 
public  lands.  No  one  saw  more  clearly  than  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wright,]  that  an 
effectual  and  speedy  remedy  was  indispensable  to 


prevent  an  overwhelming  catastrophe;  and  he 
promptly  proposed  to  vest  the  surplus  in  the  stocks 
of  the  State,  to  which  1  moved  an  amendment  to 
deposite  it  in  their  treasuries,  as  being  more  equal 
and  appropriate.  These  were  acknowledged  to  be 
the  only  alternatives  to  leaving  it  in  the  deposite 
banks.  Mine  succeeded,  and  the  passage  of  tbe 
deposite  act,  which  is  now  unjustly  denounced,  in 
a  ceriain  quarter,  as  distribution,  and  not  as  depo- 
site, as  it  really  is,  followed. 

As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  the  denunciation  is 
utterly  unfounded.  I  retarded  it  then,  and  still  do, 
as  simply  a  deposite— a  deposite,  to  aay  the  least, 
as  constitutional  as  that  in  State  banks,  or  State 
stocks  held  by  speculators  and  stockjobbers  on  both 
sides  of  tbe  Atlantic,  and  far  more  just  and  appro- 
priate 'than  either.  But  while  I  regard  it  as  a  depo- 
siie,  I  did  then,  and  now  do,  believe  that  it  should 
never  be  withdrawn  but  in  the  event  of  war,  when 
it  would  be  found  a  valuable  resource. 

But  had  it  been  in  reality  a  distribution,  it  would 
be,  in  my  opinion,  if  not  altogether,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, justified,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  case.  The  surplus  was  not  lawfully  collected. 
Congress  has  no  light  to  take  a  rant  from  the  peo- 
ple, but  for  the  just  and  constitutional  wants  of  the 
country.  To  take  more,  or  for  other  purposes,  as 
in  this  case,  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  robbery — 
more  criminal  for  being  perpetrated  by  a  trustee  ap- 
pointed to  guard  their  interest.  It  in  fact  belonged 
to  those  from  whom  it  was  unjustly  plundered;  and 
if  tbe  individuals,  a?d  the  share  of  each,  could 
have  been  ascertained,  it  ought,  on  every  principle  of 
justice,  to  have  been  returned  to  them.  But  as  that 
was  impossible,  the  nearest  practicable  approach  to 
justice  was  to  return  it  proportionably,  as  it  wss,  to 
the  States,  as  a  deposite,  tilt  wanted,  for  the  use  of 
the  people  from  whom  it  was  unjustly  taken,  instead 
of  leaving  it  with  the  banks,  lor  their  use,  which 
had  no  claims  whatever  to  it,  or  vestiog  it  in  State 
stocks,  for  the  benefit  of  speculators  and  stockjob- 
bers. 

As  brief  as  this  nar alive  is,  I  trust  it  is  sufficient 
to  show  that  i he  advocates  of  this  amendment  can 
find  nothing  in  my  former  opinion  or  course  to 
weaken  my  resistance  to  it,  or  to  form  the  show  of 
a  precedent  for  the  extraordinary  measure  which 
it  propones.  So  far  from  it,  the  deposite  act, 
whether  viewed  in  the  causes  wnich  led  to  it,  or  its 
object  and  effect,  stands  in  dtreet  contrast  with  it. 

We  stand,  sir,  in  the  midst  of  a  remarkable  junc- 
ture in  oar  affair*;  the  most  remarkable  in  many 
respects,  that  has  occored  since  the  foundation  of 
the  Government;  nor  is  it  probable  that  a  similar 
one  will  ever  again  occur.  This  Government  is 
now  Uft  as  fret  to  shape  Us  policy,  unembarrassed  by 
ixistin*  engagements  or  past  UgisUtim  as  it  was  when 
iijint  went  into  operation,  and  even  more  to.  The 
enure  system  of  policy  originating  in  the  Federal 
consolidation  school  h*s  fallen  prostrate.  We  have 
now  no  funded  debt,  no  National  Bank,  no  con- 
nection with  the  banking  system,  no  protective 
tariff.  In  a  word,  the  paper  system,  with  all  its 
corrupt  and  corrupting  progeny  has,  as  far  as  this 
Government  is  concerned,  vanished,  leaving  nothing 
but  its  bitter  fruits  behind.  The  great  and  solemn 
question  now  to  be  decided  is,  shall  we  again  re- 
turn and  repeat  the  same  system  of  policy  with 
al!  its  disastrous  effects  before  us,  and  under  which 
jhe  country  is  now  suffering,  to  be  again  followed 
with  ten  fold  aggravation;  or,  profiting  by  past  ex- 
perience, seize  tbe  precious  opportunity  to  take  the 
only  course  which  can  save  the  Constitution  and 
liberty  of  the  country — that  of  the  old  State  Rights 
Republican  policy  of  '98?  Such  is  the  question 
submitted  for  our  decision  at  this  deeply  important 
juncture;  and  on  that  decision  hangs  the  destiny  of 
our  country.  A  few  years  must  determine.  Much — 
y^ry  much  will  depend  on  the  President  elect.  If  he 
should  rest  his  policy  on  the  broad  and  solid  princi- 
ples maintained  by  his  native  Suite,  in  her  purest 
and  proudest  days,  his  name  will  go  diwn  tc  pos- 
terity as  one  of  the  distinguished  benefactors  of  the 
country;  but,  on  the  contrary,  if  he  should  adopt  the 
policy  indicated  by  the  amendment,  and  advocated 
by  his  prominent  supporters  in  this  chamber,  and 
attempt  to  erect  anew  the  fallen  temple  of  consoli- 
dation, his  overthrow,  or  that  of  his  country,  must  be 
the  inevitable  consequence. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  WRIGHT 

OF  NEW  YORK.  * 

in  Senate,  Wednesday,  January  27,  184l-ThePn> 

emption  Bill  being  under  consideratioa,  and  the 

question  being  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cm 

txwdbn  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Commits* 

on  Public  Lands,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill 

to  provide  for  the  distribution  of  fa  proceeds  of 

the  sales  of  the  lands  among  the  States. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  would  oeeoprasiwje 

moment  to  explain  the  singular  state  of  faetibe- 

fore  the  Senate,  and  to  put  himself  right  inibe 

matter,  as  he  could  not  hope,  at  this  or  any  other 

time,  to  fulfil  the  expectations  which  the  eoarerm- 

tion  now  going  on  was  likely  to  excite  here  ud 

out  ot  doors.  It  had  been  his  intention  to  take  pan 

in  the  discussion  of  the  question  now  before  the 

body,  but  be  did  not  know,  until  yesterday  that 

the  honorable  Senator  from  Keatacky  [Mr.  Cur] 

was  desirous  to  follow  him,  or  again  to  eatress  the 

Senate  in  the  course  of  this  debate,   a  prime 

conversation  between  himself  and  the  Senator,  on 

that  day,  kad  notified  him  of  both  facts,  and  be  had 

then  manifested  the  willingness  hethea  aadaot 

felt  to  accommodate  the  distinguished  Senator  oa 

upon  both  points. 

Still  the  discussion,  in  the  course  of  mat  day, 
seemed  to  him  to  take  a  wide  departure  fronme 
question  before  the  Senate;  and  with  the  collateral 
matters  thus  drawn  into  the  debate,  he  haaihme, 
and  did  not  wish  to  have  any  thing  more  to  do. 
His  object  had  beea  to  obtain  the  floor  vataaer 
should  have  been  disposed  of,  and  be  had  refrained 
from  making  the  attempt  for  ibis  day,  beeaose  it 
was  expressly  intimated  to  him  that  other  Seoatto 
desired  to  occupy  a  part,  or  the  whole  of  it  in  a 
continuance  of  the  discussion  of  those  collateral 
topics.  He  had  not,  therefore,  come  to  his  seat 
with  an  expectation  of  addressing  the  teste  to-day, 
and  being  reluctant  to  throw  himself  opoa  its  atten- 
tion at  any  time,  he  was  much  more  so,  when  he 
was  consciously  unprepared  to  offer  the  views  he 
wished  to  present  Yet  rather  than  see  the  day  con- 
sumed, for  the  purpose  of  affording  him  time  fix 
preparation,  and  be,  in  tbe  mean  time,  the  declared 
object  of  that  delay,  he  would  now  enter  trpoa  me 
task  he  had  designed  to  attempt,  and  would  ask  ne 
Senate  to  extend  to  him  its  patient  udabjotf, 
while  be  should  pass,  as  briefly  as  he  might,  m 
his  toe  voluminous  notes. 

He  had  not  desired,  if  he  could  have  avoided  a 
consistently  with  his  sense  of  his  public  duty,  to 
address  the  Senate  at  all  upon  tbe  great  qaeiom 
which  now  occupies  its  attention,  or  indeed  apes 
the  bill  to  which  the  proposition  now  under  eoat> 
deration  relates,  but  occasions  had  arisen,  in  tat 
coune  of  the  wide  discussion,  when  mat  datf 
seemed  imperative,  and  now  he  would  eadeawto 
perform  it  with  as  little  oonsumptioaoftimtif 
possible. 

What  is  the  proposition  immediately  befowaa 
It  is  very  simple,  and  may  be  perfectly  ioteUsjibk 
to  all  who  will  try  to  understand  it  It  i»  to  mm 
from  the  permanent  revenue  of  the  coaauy, tta 
time  when  that  whole  te venue  it  confessedly  made* 
quate  to  meet  the  wants  of  tbe  Treasary.ffom  one* 
hOh  to  one  quarter  of  its  whole  amount,!***** 
it  away,  so  far  as  the  National  Qoveramcataadtis 
Treasury  are  concerned;  to  do  mis  at  a  ■*■•*■? 
no  proposition  to  supply  the  defideneyofrafeatt 
to  be  thus  caused  is  directly  and  pracucalljbafiji 
either  House  of  Congress;  and  to  do  tats,  Mv 
these  circumstances,  within  five  weeks  of  the  em* 
of  an  annual  session  of  Congress. 

This  was  presenting  the  question  <rf»»nm> 
tion  of  the  land  revenue  to  the  States  in  •J""? 
in  which  it  had  never  before  been  presented  to  m 
mind,  at  least,  and  he  believed  in  a  maaas?  am 
under  circumstances  which  had  never  ^*? 
tended  its  presentation  to  Congress,  or  to  the  sw 
In  the  course  of  the  debate,  much  had  se» 
said  of  former  propositions  of  wischarac«,i» 
the  high  authority  ot  distinguished  stttt,tteaJf 
been  quoted  in  favor  of  the  policy*  la  ft**" 
how?  By  thus  giving  away  the  public  "••R 
when  the  Treasury  of  the  people  is  in  *"*V~? 
But  by  discharging  that  Treasury  from  tt  sWJM»w 
nient,  a  vicious,  and  a  dangerous  *yupto.Hf.™_ 
doing  that  in  a  constitutional  mode;  in  c 
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to  the  will  or  the  Constitution-making  power  of  the 
country.  He  would  go  back  to  the  first  of  these 
high  references,  in  point  of  time.  A  distinguished 
Governor  of  his  own  State,  (Dewitt  Clinton,)  now 
deceased,  had  been  quoted  as  favorable  to  this 
policy.  Favorable  to  it  at  such  a  time  as  this,  and 
in  this  shape  and  way?    No,  sir.    Favorable  to  it 

Sr  way  of  relieving  the  Treasury  from  a  sur- 
as, expressly  reserving  any  opinion  as  to 
the  competency  of  Congress  to  make  the 
dtsribution  under  the  Constitution  as  it  is, 
and  expressly  referring  to  the  source  of  all 
power,  the  people  themselves,  as  the  proper  tribu- 
nal to  settle  all  doubis  upon  that  point  by  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution.  Expressions  of 
a  subsequent  Governor  of  his  State,  and  of  its  Le- 
gislature, had  also  been  made  matters  of  reference 
in  favor  of  the  policy,  but  all  these  expressions 
would  be  found  accompanied  by  the  same  reserva- 
tions tf  an  opinion  as  to  oar  constitutional  power 
even  to  distribute  a  surplus,  and  the  same  refe- 
.  rences  to  one  great  source  of  power,  for  authority 
to  carry  out  the  measures  thas  equivocally  recom- 
mended. 

The  late  President  Jackson  had  also  been  re- 
peatedly quoted  as  a  friend  to  this  distribution  po- 
licy, and  quotations  from  several  of  his  early 
messages  had  been  read  to  the  Senate  to  show  his 
views.  This  was  fair  as  to  him  and  fair  as  to  the 
question:  but  what  were  his  views  as  thus  given 
by  himself*  To  distribute  the  revenue,  when  the 
Treasury  was  in  want?  No,  far  from  that.  They 
were  to  relieve  the  Treasury  from  a  surplus.  And 
did  he  express  the  opinion  that  Congress  pc*seaS€ d 
the  constitutional  power  to  make  the-  distribution. 
No.  So  far  from  v,  he  expressly,  in  his  first  mes- 
sage in  vhch  the  subject  is  mentioned,  and  an  ex- 
airact  from  which  v/as,  but  a  few  days  ago,  read 
to  the  Senate,  recommended  an  appeal  to  the  people 
to  amend  the  Constitution  to  reach  the  object. 
In  that  same  message,  in  conformity  with  his  pro- 
fessed principles  and  uniform  practice,  he  says 
these  appeals,  should  be  made  in  all  cases  where  a 
reasonable  doubt  exists,  and  the  exercise  of  a  power 
not  expressly  granted  is  supposed  to  be  desirable. 
He  considers  such  appeals  not  dangerous  to  any 
sound  policy,  but  heal  hfal  and  salutary  in  (heir 
very  nature.  And  why  did  he  favor  a  d is tr  bu- 
tton at  all?  He  tells  ns  it  was  because  the  country 
was  then  threatened  with  a  surplus  revenue;  that 
when  the  national  debt  frhoold  be  fn.ly  paid,  such 
a  surplus  most  accumulate,  unless  our  revenue 
law*  were  materially  modified,  and  that  be  did  not 
anticipate  that  the  public  opinion  would  sanction 
modifications  so  sudden  and  extensive  as  would  be 
required  to  bring  'he  revenue  within  the  wants  of 
the  Treasury  His  only  object  was  to  devise  a 
safe  and  constitutional  mode  of  disposing  of  that 
surplus  which  did  accumulate  from  1834  to  1837, 
and  which  brought  upon  (he  country  many  of  the 
evils  under  which  it  suffers  to  this  day,  and  upon 
this  Government  the  very  extravagances  in  ex- 
penditure of  which  his  political  opponents  had  so 
loudly  and  perse veringly  complained;  but  he  did 
not  propose  even  the  distribution  of  so  mischievous 
a  surplus,  without  an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  should  expressly  confer  the  power  to 
doit. 

The  high  authorities,  then,  to  which  reference 
had  been  made,  were  not  authorities  for  the  propo- 
sition now  before  the  Senate.  They  bad  proposed 
to  distribute  surpluses  only,  not  current  revenue  of 
which  the  Treasury  was  in  daily  want;  and  even 
such  a  distribution  as  they  suggested  was  alway.* 
with  them  a  question  of  constitutional  power,  which 
they  proposed  to  refer  to  the  sovereign  people,  the 
source  of  power  under  oar  system  It  was  that 
question,  prominently,  which  he  proposed  to  db- 
•cuss,  and  he  would  proceed  to  that  d  scussioo, 
merely  remarking  that  he  felt  most  sensibly  his  ina- 
bility to  conduct  the  argument  as  its  importance  re- 
quired. Tbe  consciousness  of  this  fact  bad,  from 
day  to  day,  deterred  him  from  making  the  attempt, 
until  further  delay  might  be,  on  his  part,  a  criminal 
neglect  of  a  high  duty.  That  he  might  now  have 
the  attention  of  the  body,  as  far  as  their  great  pa- 
tience would  permit,  gentlemen  would  pardon  him 
for  saying  that  he  believed,  in  his  heart,  if  he 
could  do  jusucc  to  the  facto  and  the  fair  cenciu- 


s.ons  (iota  them,  this  would  be  the  Jast  occasion 
upon  which  the  word  "distribution,"  in  tbe  sense 
in  which  it  is  here  used,  would  be  beard  in  the 
halls  of  Congress,  under  our  present  Constitution, 
and  with  an  empty  Treasury.  Now  to  the  discus- 
sion. 

His  first  proposition  was  one  which  he  was  sure 
would  net  be  controverted  from  any  quarter.  It 
was,  that  all  the  powers  of  Congress  rest  upon,  and 
are  derived  from,  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  it  has  no  single  power  which  is  not 
granted  by  that  in<trumenr. 

His  next  proposition  involved  the  great  point  in 
controversy,  and  must  be  disputed,  or  he  trusted 
the  distribution  policy  would  be  abandoned  until 
the  constitutional  power  to  adopt  it  should  be  con- 
ferred. He  would  state  it,  as  follows:  Tbe  power 
conferred  upon  Congress  by  the  Constitution  over 
tbe  money  derived  from  tbe  sales  of  the  public 
land?,  and  constituting  the  proceeds  of  th^se  lands, 
which  the  proposition  before  the  Senate  declares 
shall  be  distributed  to  the  States,  is  identical  wiih, 
and  in  no  way  different  from,  the  power  of  Con- 
gress over  all  other  money  and  property  of  the 
-United  States,  however  derived,  or  in  whatever 
*£ape  existing,  within  the. exclusive  control  of  Con- 
grew. 

He  found  but  two  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion material  to  the  fair  and  full  discussion  of  this 
broad  proposition;  and  those  he  would  read  in  the 
order  »hey  were  found  in  the  instrument.  The  first 
was  in  article  first,  section  eighth,  clause  first,  and 
in  ihes*  words: 

'•The  Congress  shall  hare  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  du- 
ties, imposts,  anriexciaee;  to  pay  the  debt*  and  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  Stater, 
but  all  duties,  impost*,  and  excises,  shaJ)  be  uniform  through, 
oui  the  United  States." 

His  reading  of  this  provision  of  the-  Constitu- 
tion was,  that  the  power  uio  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imports,  and  excises,''  was  given  to  Con- 
gress for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  debit,  and  pro. 
vidin%  far  the  common  defence  and  gentral  welfare  of 
the  United  Slater.  He  knew  a  very  different  read- 
ing had  been  sometimes  contended  f»»r,  add  that 
the  second  clause  of  the  sentence,  instead  of  being  a 
limitation  upon  the  powers  granted  in  the  first,  bad 
been  supposed  to  confer  distinct  and  separate 
powers  of  iuelf.  Under  this  construction,  the 
reading  would  be  to  give  Congress  power  "to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises," 
and  power  "to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and;  general  welfare  of  the  United 
Stales."  It  was  not  h;s  prestnt  object  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of 
either  of  these  constrnctions,  but  simply  to  state 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  correct  reading,  as  he 
bad  done.  Nor  was  he  now  to  enter  into  argu- 
ment of  any  port  in  relation  to  this  "general  wel- 
fare" clause  of  the  Constitution.  He  too  well  re- 
membered the  volumes  which  had  been  written 
upon  the  subject,  without  accompl  shing  any  b>ther 
pnrpose  than  to  show  the  radical  difference  in  the 
rule  which  governed  the  two  great  contending  po- 
litical parties  in  construing  that  instrument,  from 
which  all  the  powers  of  this  Government  must  be 
drawn.  To  his  mind,  the  clause  was  not  a  grant 
of  power  at  all,  but  an  express  limitation  upon  the 
powers  conferred  by  the  clause  which  immediately 
precede*  it;  and  he  believed  this,  at  the  present 
time,  was  a  much  more  universally  received 
opinion  of  the  country,  than  at  a  former  pe- 
riod. In  any  event,  if  there  should  be  advocates 
for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  who  seek  the  power  to  pass  a  law  for  that 
purpose  in  this  general  welfare  clause,  it  will  be 
fVr  them  to  show  that  eiving  money  from  the  com* 
moo  Treasury  to  tbe  separate  S  ates,  to  be  expended 
upon  objecs  exclusively  of  a  Start  character,  is,  in 
faiiness  of  language  and  intendment,  to  provide 
for  "the  general  welfare  of  the  United  States,"  in 
their  uni'ed  capacity,  as  contradistinguished  from 
the  individual  Spates  as  sovereign  and  independent 
Governments  and  communities,  and  which,  as 
surh,  constitutionally  hold  their  separate  general 
welfare  in  their  separate  and  independent  keeping. 
Tbe  other  clause  of  the  Constitution  to  which  he 
had  referred,  was  the  sfcond  clause  of  the  third 
section  of  the  fourth  artiele,  in  the  following  words: 
"The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  Territory,  or  other 


property  belonging  to  the  United  Slates:  and  nothing  in  the 
Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State." 

The  power  here  conferred  is  over  the  "territory, 
or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States"— 
terms  as  broad  as  could  have  been  used  to  include 
every  thing  which  is  properly,  and  belongs  to  tbe 
United  8tates,  while  tbe  word  "territory,"  instead 
of  lands  or  public  domain,  clearly  shows  that  that 
single  enumeration  of  a  single  description  of  pro- 
perty had  not  reference  to  the  public  domain  sim- 
ply; in  the  common  acceptation  of  those  terms  at 
used  by  us,  but  was  intended  to  embrace  all  lands 
and  soils  "be'onring  to  the  United  States,"  however 
and  wherever  situated,  for  whatever  use  and  pur* 
pose  held,  and  however  acquired— all  territory. 
The  power  conferred  is  identical  over  the  "territo- 
ry," and  over  the  other  "property,"  and  it  is  to 
"dispose  of"  both,  and  "make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting"  both.  The  grant  of  power 
is  as  broad  at  the  terms  "territory"  and  "property;" 
and  the  whole  grant  is  alike  applicable  to  both  and 
either,  and  to  every  part  and  parcel  of  each.  Who, 
then,  shall  say  that  this  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion gives  to  Congress  a  power  over  tbe  public  do- 
main of  the  country,  which  it  does  not  give  over 
any  other  property  of  the  United  States?  That  it 
authorizes  Congress  to  give  away  the  public  lands, 
and  does  not  give  the  same  authority  to  give  away 
the  public  money?  That  it  confers  the  power 
to  distribute  to  the  States,  for  their  separate 
use,  the  money  in  the  Treasury  prising  from  tbe 
sales  of  tbe  public  lands,  and  does  not  confer  the 
same  authority  to  distribute  in  the  same  manner, 
and  for  the  same  purposes,  anv  o'her  mdhey  in  the 
Treasury  belonging  to  the  United  States,  frjut 
whatever  source  derived?  Tnat  it  authorizes  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  domain, 
usually  so  called,  and  does  not  authorize  a  like  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  any  other  portion  of  the 
"territory"  of  tbe  United  Stat' s?  That  the  lands 
can  be  sold  to  raise  money  for  distribution,  and  not 
the  fortifications,  ships,  arms,  and  any  other  like 
"Territory"  and  "property"  belonging  to  the  United 
State*?  That  the  property  of  the  country,  as  con- 
tra distinguished  from  its  money,  may  be  made  a 
fond  for  distribution  by  a  sale  and  conversion  into 
money,  while  the  money  iUelf  required  to  purchase 
tbe  property  cannot  be  so  distributed?  That  all 
money  in  the  Treasury,  and  belonging  to  the  United 
State*,  from  whatever  source  derived,  is  not  as 
much  "property  belonging  to  tb?  United  States," 
as  "the  territory  or  other  property"  mentioned  in 
this  constitutional  provision,  and  as  much  subject 
to  the  po^er  of  Congress,  therein  granted  over 
"the  territory  or  othei  property,"  either  for  distri- 
bution to  the  States,  or  for  any  o'her  application  or 
expenditure? 

He  would  not  for  a  moment  suppose  that  con* 
tradictions  of  this  character  could  be  contended  for 
by  any  Senator;  and  be  must,  therefore,  suppose 
that  the  only  ground  upon  which  this  proposed  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  tr.c  public  lands  was  to 
be  advocated  and  defended,  v/as  that  the  deeds  of 
crsiion  of  the  public  domain  from  the  States  to  the 
United  Slates,  laid  the  foundation  for  a  "claim"  to 
soch  distribution  upon  some  principle,  and  thus 
brought  the  proposition  within  the  terms  of  the  last 
clause  of  the  constitutional  provision  last  referred 
to,  in  the  following  words:  "And  nothing  in  this 
Constitution  shall  be  *o  construed  as  to  prejudice 
any  chime  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular 
State." 

That  this  policy  is  urged  under  this  clause  of  the 
constitutional  provision  is  made  more  probable, 
from  the  fact  that  its  advocates  have  usually  re- 
ferred to  the  cessions  from  the  States,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  of  the  Revolution,  as  facts  upon 
whicti  the  right  to  the  distribution  on  the  part  of  the 
States,  and  the  authority  to  make  it  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  were  both  to  be  res  led.  It  would  be  ne- 
cessary, therefore,  to  examine  the  deeds  of  cession, 
and  see  whether  they  furnished  any  foundation  for 
"claims"  on  the  part  of  the  Stat**,  or  any  of  then, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution above  quoted,  or  of  a  power  on  the  part  of 
Congress  to  satisfy  such  "claims"  in  the  way  pro- 
posed. 
Upon  this  point  his  examinations  had  induoed 
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him  (o  come  10  ihe  fu'lowmg  conclusion,  and  bo 
now  stated  it  in  ibe  form  of  a  proposition. 

The  deeds  of  cession  from  the  States  of  that  part 
of  the  public  domain  held  by  and  under  those  ces- 
sions, d<»  not  contain  any  tiring  which  gives  the 
8  aw*,  or  any  of  a  hem,  "claims"  to  those  portions 
of  the  public  lands,  or  to  the  proceeds  thereof, 
which  do  not  equally  exist  against  ail  other  "terri- 
tory or  property  belonging  to  the  United  State*;" 
nor  do  those  deeds  of  cession  contain  any  thing 
which  confers  upon  Congress  any  other  or  different 
power  over  the  ceded  lands,  or  the  proceeds  from 
the  sales  thereof,  than  that  possessed  by  the  grant 
of  the  Constitution  ever  "the  territory  and  property 
belonging  to  the  United  Slates,"  acquired  in  any 
other  manner. 

A  brief  reference  to  the  cessions  would  establish 
this  proposition.  The  States  which  made  cessions 
under  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and  before  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  were  five  in  number, 
and  the  order  of  the  cessions,  in  point  of  time,  were 
as  follows: 

New  York — Deed  of  cession  executed  1st  Marco, 
1781. 

Virginia— Deed  of  cession  executed  1st  March. 
1784. 

Massachusetts — Deed  of  cession  executed  19th 
April,  1785. 

Connecticut — Deed  of  cession  executed  13th  Sept. 
1786. 

South  Carolina.— Deed  of  cession  executed  9:h 
August,  1787. 

All  the  deeds  of  cession  above  enumerated  were 
executed  by  the  delegates  representing  the  States 
n&med,  in  the  Cong- ess  of  the  Confederation,  and 
in  conformity  to  laws  passed  by  the  Legislatures  of 
the  r«  spe ciive  States,  con terriog  the  power  upon 
their  de  If  gales  in  ths  Congress  to  make  the  cessions 
for  them  respectively.  He  had  carefully  examined 
those  State  Jaws,  and  the  dees  executed  by  their 
authority, and  had  lonnl  that,  in  the  teims  of  the 
grants  and  the  estates  conveyed,  the  authority  thus 
conferred  open  the  grantors  had  been  carefully  fol- 
lowed. It  w<  u!d  not  be  ncceseary,  therefore,  for 
him  to  make  a  reference  to  the  laws.  One  to  the 
deeds  executed  under  under  them  would  be  suffi- 
cient. And  here  again  bis  references  might  be  ma- 
terially albreviated,as  he  found  all  the  grants  sub- 
stantially following  either  the  form  adopted  by 
New  York,  or  that  adopted  by  Virginia,  and  rx- 
uacts  from  those  two  deeds  would  show  the  natme 
and  character  and  extent  of  the  estate  conveyed  in 
all  >he  five  cases. 

Before  he  re  d  the  extracts  it  would  be  profitable 
to  make  a  remark,  that  the  peculiar  language  of 
the  deeds  might  be  more  luliy  understood  and 
rightly  appreciated.  There  was,  at  the  time  of 
these  cession  -,  no  Union,  but  a  simple  Confedera- 
tion, an  alliance,  of 'the  old  thirteen  Stares.  The 
common  Government  was  called  a  Congress  but 
it  was  more  like  a  Congress  of  Nations  than  like 
the  present  Congress  of  the  United  States.  All  the 
States,  however  represented,  wero  equal  in  that 
body,  and  it  had  no  power  to  act  coercively  either 
upon  the  States,  or  the  people  of  the  States, 
in  the  raising  of  revenue,  or  the  imposition 
of  taxes  of  any  character.  When  money  was 
wanted  for  the  purposes  of  .the  common  Go- 
vernment, the  Congress  determined  the  sum 
to  be  raised,  apportioned  it  among  the  Stales 
according  la  a  rule  established  in  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  and  called  upon  each  State  to  raise 
its  proportion,  in  its  own  way,  by  virtue  of  its  own 
taxing  powers,  and  through  the  agency  of  its  own 
affair*.  It  these  facts  are  borne  constantly  in  mind, 
the  language  used  in  the  deeds  of  cession  will  be 
perfectly  intelligible. 

The  State  of  New  York  did  "cede,  transfer,  and 
forever  relinquish,  to  and  for  the  only  use  and 
benefit  of  such  of  the  States  as  are,  or  shall  be- 
come, parties  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  off 
the  right,  title,  interest,  jurisdiction,  and  claim,  of  the 
said  tftate  of  New  York,  to  all  lands  and  territories 
to  the  northward  and  westward  of  the  boundaries 
to  which  the  said  State  is  in  manner  aforesaid 
limited  and  restricted,  and  te  be  granted,  disposed  of, 
and  appropriated  in  such  manner  only  as  the  Con- 
gress of  the  said  United  or  Confederated  States  shall 
older  and  direct." 


Tne  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  the 
act  authorizing  and  directing  the  cession,  en  act  that 
the  land*  ceded  "shall  be  considered  a  common 
fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United 
Slates  as  have  become,  or  shall  become,  members 
of  the  Confederation,  or  Federal  alliance,  of  the 
said  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to  their 
usual  respective  proportion*  in  the  general  charge 
and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithfully,  and  bona 
fid*  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other 
use  or  purpose  whatsoever;"  and  her  delegates  in 
the  Congress,  in  obedience  to  that  act,  "transfer, 
assign,  and  make  over,  unto  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said 
S'ates,  Virginia  inclusive,  all  right,  title,  and  claim, 
as  well  of  soil  as  of  jurisdiction,  which  the  said 
Commonwealth  hath  to  the  territory,  or  tract  of 
country,  within  ihe  limits  of  the  Virginia  charter, 
situate,  lying  and  being  to  the  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  to  and  for  the  uses  and  purposes,  and  on 
the  conditions  of  ihe  said  recited  act." 

Such  were  the  terms  employed,  and  such  the 
estates  granted  by  the  States  of  New  York  and  Vir- 
ginia,, and  the  other  three  States  named  followed 
substantially  the  one  or  the  oiher  of  these  forms  in 
their  cessions  subsequently  made.  All  the  five 
States  granted  all  they  had,  all  they  owned,  and  all 
they  "claimed,"  in  ihe  lands  ceded  by  them  respec- 
tively, and  what  was  that?  It  was,  at  most,  the 
sovereignty,  the  jurisdiction  of  Government,  and 
as  appurtenant  to  these  the  right  to  purchase  th* 
lands  from  the  Indians.  Perhaps  it  would  be  more 
technically  proper  tosiy  that  the  States  granted  the 
soil,  the  fee,  of  the  land,  with  the  sovereignty  and 
jurisdiction,  and  the  appurtenant  right  to  purchase 
the  possess ary  interests  cf  the  Indians.  The  sub- 
stance is  the  same,  however,  as  each  State  granted 
all  it  had,  "all  its  right,  title,  interest,  and  "claim," 
in  the  language  c  f  the  deeds. 

Is  there,  then,  in  any  of  these  deeds,  any  condi- 
tion of  reversion?  any  specific  appropriation  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  lands,  with  remainder  over  to  all 
or  any  of  the  States?  None  whatever.  The  grants 
were  "lor  the  only  u.»e  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
States  as  are,  or  shall  become,  parties  to  the  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation;"  "for  the  benefit  of  the  said 
States,  Virginia  inclusive;"  and  the  proceeds  were 
to  be  "a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
such  of  the  United  Sates  as  have  become,  or  shall 
become,  members  of  the  Confederation,  or  Federal 
alliance  of  the  said  States,"  the  granting  State  in- 
clusive, "according  to  their  usual  respective  pro- 
portions in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure." 
The  Slates,  under  the  Confederation,  paid  their  re- 
spective proportions  of  the  charge  and  expenditure 
of  th«  common  Government  by  States,  and  each 
was  to  receive  from  the  proceeds  of  the  ceded  lands 
a  share  exncly  in  proportion  to  its  share  of  the 
common  charge.  In  other  words,  its  proportion  of' 
that  charge  to  be  raised  by  taxation  upon  its  own 
citizens  was  to  be  diminished  by  its  proportion  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  lands,  which  proceeds  were  to 
be  a  "common  fund"  for  the  benefit,  in  that  way, 
of  all  the  States,  parties  to  the  alliance.  The  com- 
mon Government,  the  Congress,  was  to  "dispose 
t>f"  theJandi,  but  for  that  purpose,  and  no  other. 
Such  was  the  state  of  things  under  the  Confede- 
ral ion. 

The  difficulties  about  these  lands  retarded  the 
consummation  of  the  Confederacy.  The  States 
which  did  not  claim  any  of  the  ceded  lands  as 
[  wiibin  their  limits,  did  claim  a  common  right  with 
the  other  States  in  them,  contending  that  they  were 
not  the  separate  property  of  certain  States,  but  a 
part  of  the  royal  domain  of  the  British  crown,  won 
by  conquest  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  at  the 
ccmoion  expense  and  peril  of  all  the  States,  par- 
ties to  the  war,  and  that  tbey  were  thus,  of  right, 
made  the  common  property  of  all.  The  State  of 
Maryland,  though  as  active  and  patriotic  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war  as  her  sister  States,  did  not 
subscribe  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation  until  the 
day  of  the  date  of  the  New  York  deed  of  cession, 
standing  out  exclusively  upon  her  claim  to  a  com- 
mon right  in  these  lands. 

The  Constitution  was  formed  in  1787,  subse- 
quently adopted  by  the  States,  they  being  the  same 
States  which  were  parties  to  the  Confederation,  or 
Federal  alliance,  and.  consequently  to  the  deeds  of 


cession,  and  the  new  Government  went  into  opera- 
tion on  the  4th  of  March,  1789.  Still  the  cessions 
were  imperfect?  The  States  of  North  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  claiming  large  portions  of  the  West- 
ern lands  as  within  their  respective  chartered  limits, 
had  made  no  cessions  to  the  common  Government. 
Tbey  did,  however,  subsequently  cede,  not  to  the 
confederation,  but  to  the  Union,  at  the  following 
dates. 

North  Carolina— Deed  of  cession  executed  25th 
February,  1790. 

Georgia— Deed  of  cession  executed  16th  June, 
1809. 

The  deeds  from  these  two  States  were,in  all  male-  * 
rial  respects,  so  far  as  this  argument  is  concerned, 
similar  to  those  executed  by  the  five  Stales  before 
named.  They,  Jikq  the  other  deeds,  contain  no 
reversionary  clauses,  no  specific  applications  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  lands,  with  remainders  over  to 
the  granting  States,  or  any  other,  but  expressly 
declare  the  ceded  lands  "a  common  fund"  far 
the  benefit  of  the  Union  to  which  th*y  ceded. 

The  fact  that  these  States  had  not  made  cessions 
at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  Constitution, 
may  and  probably  does  account  for  the  insertion,  in 
that  instrument,  of  the  clause  last  above  quoted,  "and 
nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  -United  States,  or 
of  any  particular  State."  What  has  been  before 
said  will  show  that  other  States  did  claim  a  com- 
mon right  in  the  u needed  lands,  not  as  their  indivi- 
dual and  separate  property,  but  as  the  property  of 
the  nation,  of  the  Confederation  before  the  Constt- 
tut  on,  of  the  Union  afterwards.  Still  the  ceding 
States  claimed  them  as  their  several  property,  and 
hence  the  language,  that  the  Constitution  should  not 
"prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
any  particular  State."  If  this  conjecture  be  well 
foundel,  the  deeds  of  cession  from  these  two  Stales 
put  at  rest  forever  the  "claims"  referred  to  of  all 
the  parties  interested,  by  the  surrender  and  relin- 
quishment on  the  one  side,  and  the  acceptance  and 
satisfaction  on  ihe  other. 

Be  that,  however,  as  it  may,  there  is  not,  upon 
the  face  of  any  of  these  deeds,  any  ground  for 
"claims"  in  favor  of  any  or  all  of  the  States  against 
the  United  States,  beyond  the  obligation  upon  tile 
latter  to  administer  the  common  fund  constituted 
by  the  cessions  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  whole 
Union,  and  the  right  of  the  former  to  have  it  so 
administered.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress  over  this  fu.d,  under  the  Confede- 
ration, is  not  now  material,  as  the  parties  to  the 
Confederation  are  the  same  parties  which  formed 
and  adopted  the  Constitution,  and  voluntarily 
merged  the  old  in  the  new  Government,  with  new, 
and  different,  and  defined  powers.  The  Congress 
under  the  Constitution  cannot  look  behind  that  in- 
trument  for  either  powers  or  prohibitions,  not  even 
to  these  deeds  of  cession,  or  to  any  other  act  of  a 
single  State,  or  of  fhe  confederated  States.  If  it 
possess  any  power  over  this  common  fund  oonact-  ' 
tuted  by  the  deeds  of  cession,  that  power  must  be 
found  in  the  Constitution,  and  be  exercised  in  obe- 
dience to  its  provisions.  This  will  be  admitted  as 
to  the  two  cesfions  made  subsequent  to  the  Consti- 
tution, and  to  the  Union,  and  no  man  has  ever  yet 
been  found  to  contend  that  the  different  portions  of 
the  ceded  lands  are  subject  to  different  rules  of  dis- 
position, or  that  the  powers  of  Congress  over  thean 
are  different.  Still  ii  is  worthy  of  remark,  in  tins 
connection,  that  the  power  conferred  by  an  the 
deeds  of  cession  was  "to  dispose"  of  the  lands,  and 
the  power  conferred  by  the  Constitution  is  "to  dis- 
pose," dfce.  of  the  territory  or  other  property**  of 
the  United  States. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  these  lands  were,  in  fact,' 
ceded  to  pay  the  debt  of  the  Revolution,  and,  that 
debt  being  paid,  that  there  is  an  equitable  right  la 
favor  of  the  States  to  a  reversion  of  the  iunda,or 
to  the  remainder  of  the  proceeds,  for  their  indivi- 
dual and  separate  use.  'Indeed,  so  confidently  win 
this  opinion  entertained  by  one  honorable  Senator, 
and  he  too  a  distinguished  lawyer,  [Mr.  Carmav 
denI  that  he  had,  upon  a  former  occasion,  said  ha 
verily  believed,  if  a  suit  in  chancery  could  he  is* 
stimted  against  the  Government,  the  States  wonhl 
obtain  a  decree  for  the  retrocession  of  the  sands,  or 
a  distribution  of  their  proceeds. 
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Pre-emption  Law— Mr.  Wright. 


Bad  this  assumption  that  the  lands  were  ceded 
for  the  specific  purpose  of  paying  the  debt  of  the 
Revolution  any  Inundation  in  fact?  The  assomp- 
tint  an  far  a*  he  bad  been  able  to  ascertain  its 
foundation*  was  rested  upon  the  resolution  of  the 
old  Congress,  of  the  10:h  of  October,  1780.  That 
resolution  was  in  the  following  words: 


"Mfoteed,  That  the  unappropriated  tends  that  amy  be  ceded 
or  relinquished  to  the  United  States,  by  any  particular  State, 
parauaotto  the  recommendation  of  Congress  of  the  6ih  day  of 


r  last.  shaH  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit 
of 'the  United  States,  and  be  sealed  and  formed  into  distinct  Re- 
publican Btatee,  which  shal]  become  members  of  the  Federal 
Mao,  and  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom  and 
iadBpeodeflce,aa  the  ether  States;  thai  each  State  which  shall 
be  so  formed,  shall  contain  a  suitable  extent  of  territory,  not 
less  than  one  hundred  nor  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
ulffcsi  square,  or  as  near  thereto  as  circumstances  will  admit: 
Thai  lea  imejamir  and  recaonoofe  expense*  which  any  par- 
r  State  ahull  have  incurred  since  the  commencement  of 
-'■--''  —  —  »     0,^  or  in 

defence, 
icdor. 
That 


of  the  present  war,  (n  subduing  any  British  ■ 
'   f  for  is  or  garrisons  within  and  for  , 


niaimngj* 
or  m  swum  ijing  any  part  of  the  territory  that  may  be  ceded  or- 
relinquished  to  the united  States ,  ahull  be  reimbursed.  That 
the  said  lands  flball  be  granted  or  settled  at  such  times  and  under 
sstth  leaiitauern  as  shall  hereafter  be  agreed  on  by  the  United 
But**,  in  Congress  assembled,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them." 
7  Here  is  a  promise  of  a  specific  appropriation  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  lands,  or  other  means,  for  a 
certain  object,  namely,  to  reimburse  the  States  ihe 
necessary  and  reasonable  expenses  incurred  by 
thjeis,  after  the  commencement  of  the  war,  in  sub- 
duing British  posts  within  the  ceded  territory — in 
maintaining  forts  and  garrisons  within  and 
for  the  defence  of  the  ceded  territory,  or  in 
acquiring  any  part  of  the  ceded  territory. 
*a«ese  items  of  expenditure  were  made  claims* 
in  favor  of  the  States  against  the  United  S  ates, 
bat  not  claims  npon  the  lands  particularly.  They 
Were  to  be  claims  in  favor  of  the  particular  States 
incaxrjag  the  expenses  against  the  common  Trea- 
sury, and  might  be  paid  from  the  proceeds  of  sales 
of  the  lantfs,  or  from  any  other  means,  as 
the  United  States  should  choose.  The  cessions 
were  not  to  be.  made  conditional  and  dependent  up- 
on the  payment  of  these  expenses,  and  no  sneh 
coalition  is  found  in  any  one  of  the  deeds  of  ces- 
sion. Yet  this  was  a  sort  of  specific  obligation 
connected  with  the  cessions,  but  not  to  pay  the  debt 
of  the  Revolution,  or  any  portion  of  it  which  was 
av  ctuuaje  against  the  common  Government.  It  was 
simply  an  obligation  to  pay  certain  specified  ex- 
pease*  which  had  been  incurred  during  the  war,  by 
paK^calar  8tates,  in  acquiring  the  land,  or  in  de- 
fending it. 

'  While,  then,  this  resolution  furnishes  no  ground 
for  the  assumption  thai  the  lands  were  ceded  for  the 
specific jporpose  of  paying  the  debt  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, with  any  legal  or  equitable  reversion  to  thi 
Bute*,  or  remainder  over  in  the  proceeds  a'ter  the 
payment  of  that  debt,  it  does  f urn bh,  in  this  very 
stipulation  to  reimburse  to  the  ceding  States  all  the 
expenses  incurred  by  them  in  acquiring  and  de- 
fending the  lauds,  the  strongest  circumstantial  evi- 
dence that  no  such  reversion  or  remainder,  either 
eqoitable  or  legal,  was  contemplated,  and  that  no 
other  obligation  cr  indebtedness  was  contracted  by 
the  comoapn  Government  to  the  States  than  that 
mentioned  and  directly  assumed.  That  obligation 
has  been  long  since  discharged.  Those  expenses 
of  the  States,  wee  assumed  and  paid  by  this  Go- 
vernment, together  with  their  separate  debts  con- 
tracted to  carry  on  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
both  together  formed  a  part  of  that  mass  of  na- 
tional debt  which  this  Government  has  finally  paid. 
No  cJoJm,  therefore, in  favor  of  any  Slate,  can  now 
be  sustained  npon  this  part  of  the  resolution,  and 
none  other  of  a  pecuniary  character  was  incurred 
by  k. 

The  deed  of  eessionof  Massachusetts  makes  ex- 
press reference  to  this  resolution,  and  declares  that 
the  cession  of  that  Stale  is  made  in  conformity  with 
it.  A  reference  is  made  in  this  resolution  to  a  re* 
commendation  of  Congress  of  the  6th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1780.  That  is  a  report  and  resolution  adopt- 
ed in  consequence  of  certain  instrnctions  from  the 
State  of  Maryland  to  her  delegates,  rejecting  the 
Articles  of  Confederaticn.and  containing  a  declara- 
tion as  to  her  common  righ's  in  the  lands,  the  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  au- 
tnorixinc  her  cession,  and  a  remonstrance  from  the 
State  of  Virginia,  upon  the  same  general  subject*, 
nil  before  Congress  at  the  same  time,  and  all  re* 
ierred  to  the  name  committee  of  the  body,  which 
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made  the  report,  and  proposed  a  resolution,  by 
way  of  recommendation  to  the  States  here  referred 
to.  This  report  and  resolution  is  no  other  way 
important  to  this  discussion,  than  to  show,  as  part 
of  the  history  of  the  period,  that  the  cessions  from 
the  States  were  urged — not  so  much  on  the  ground 
of  the  pecuniary  benefit  to  b?  derived  to  the  com- 
mon Government,  as  jo  promote  harmony  among 
the  States,  to  perfect  the  alliance,  and  bring  into 
the  Confederation  the  State  of  Maryland,  which 
State  declined  to  subcribe  to  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation, in  consequence  of  differences  about 
these  lands.  A  reference  to  this  report  was  to  him 
a  matter  of  the  highest  gratification,  as  it  presents 
the  State  which  he  has  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent here,  foremost  in  theexhibi'ion  of  thai  patrio- 
tic liberality,  which  did  finally  perfect  the  alliance, 
cement  the  Union  of  the  States,  and  lead  to  the 
glorious  consequences,  the  blessings  of  which  we 
now  enjoy. 

Nothing,  however,  is  found  in  any  of  these  pro- 
ceedings upon  which  to  found  the  assumption  that 
the  cessions  were  made  for  the  specific  object  of 
paying  the  debt  of  the  Revolution;  bnt,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  report  and  both  resolutions,  rebut  that 
assumption  directly,  and  exhibit  other  and  higher 
objects  as  moving  the  States  to  those  grants— ob- 
jects connected  with  the  harmony  of  the  $taies,4he 
Union  of  the  States,  and,  consequently,  with  their 
success  in  the  fearful  struggle  which  was  to  deter- 
mine the  question  of  our  independent  existence  as 
a  nation.  He  felt  authorized  to  conclude,  there- 
fore, that  ih*s  assumption  had  no  foundation  in 
fac»,and  could  not  be  sustained  by  the  history  of 
the  transactions;  and  it  falling,  the  assumed  rights 
of  reversion  or  remainder  in  the  States,  to  ihe  lands, 
or  their  proceeds,  supposed  to  flow  from  and  rest 
upon  it,  must  fall  wi.h  it. 

Still  another  ground  is  assumed,  however,  and 
that  is,  that  an  equitabU  right  to  the  nett  proceeds 
of  these  lands,  after  the  payment  of  debt  ef  the  Re- 
volution, results  in  favor  of  the  States,  notwith- 
standing there  are  not,  in  the  deeds  of  cession,  or 
in  any  of  the  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  States, 
or  of  the  United  States,  any  terms  or  conditions  of 
reversion,  any  reservations  of  remainders,  or  any 
specific  application  of  the  fund  to  the  payment  of 
that  debt.  This  broad  assumption  of  an  equity 
would  require  elimination  in  various  aspects. 

The  first  step  in  this  examination  would  seem  to  ' 
him  to  be  to  inquire  to  what  parties  this  equitable 
reversion,  or  right,  cot  claimed  as  matter  of  law,  or 
of  fair  legal  inference  from  the  deeds,  but  as  a  ge- 
neral equity,  without  specified  foundation,  would 
mure,  in  case  ths  right  should  be  recognised? 
Could  it  be  to  any  other  parties  than  those  making 
the  grants?  He  thought  not.  It  was  found  that 
there  was  no  reversion  in  terms,  and  no  remainder 
reserved,  either  tp  the  ceding  States,  or  to  all  the 
States,  and  the  claim  was  one  of  mere  equity,  with- 
out legal  foundation,  and  said  to  ref  ult  from  the 
conveyances.  Could  such  a  claim  result  to  parties 
not  known,  not  thought  of,  not  in  existence,  at  the 
time  the  grants  were  made?  He  admitted  the 
right  of  any  grantor  of  an  estate  to  secure  remain- 
ders and  reversions  to  any  parties  he  might  choose, 
whether  in  existence  or  not  at  the  time  of  the  grant; 
but  he  could  not  cooceive  of  a  resulting  legal  right, 
much  less  of  a  resulting  equity,  to  an  entire  stranger 
to  the  conveyance,  to  one  of  whose  existence  the 
grantor  had  not  a  thought,  and  towards  *lr>m  there 
could  have  been  no  intention  of  making  the  grant. 
The  claim  is  that  of  a  mere  legal,  or  equitable,  con- 
sequence. It  is  rested  upon  the  assumption  that 
the  estate  conveyed  was  a  mere  trust,  that  the  trusts 
have  been  fulfilled  in  the  payment  of  the  debt  of 
the  Revolution,  and  that,  in  the  absence  of  other 
express  provision,  a  reversion,  legal  or  equitable, 
follows.  Follows  to  whom?  To  what  parties?  To 
any  bat  the  grantors?  Certainly  not.  It  was  com- 
petent for  them  to  have  secured  remainders  and  re- 
versions to  whatever  parties  they  pleased;  but  it  is 
admitted  that  they  did  not  do  so  to  any  parties,  by 
the  terms  cf  their  grants.  If,  therefore,  any  such 
resulting  right  can  be  sustained,  it  must  be  in  favor 
of  the  seven  ceding  States  only,  and  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  whatever  remains  from  an  estate  granted; 
beyond  the  full  purpose  and  object  pf  the  grant,  as 
well  by  legal  as  by  equitable  consequence,  revcrte 


to  the  grantor.  In  other  words,  what  is  not  grant- 
ed is  retained,  and  when  the  grant  is  satisfied  the 
remainder,  if  any,,  rens  wheie  it  did  before  the 
gran*. 

If  this  position  be  wrong,  and  the  deeds  of  ces- 
sion are  susceptible  of  a  construction  which  will 
make  this  equitable  remainder, or  reversion,  enure 
to  the  benefit  of  all  the  States,  yet  the  claim  as- 
sumes that  the  lands  have  been  a  mere  trust  in  the 
hands  of  the  Federal  Government,  a  trust  te  pay  . 
the  debt  of  the  Revolution  simply;  and  that  the 
remaining,  or  reversionary  claim  in  favor  of  the 
Slates  is  one  exclusively  equitable,  there  being; 
neither  the  specific  application  of  the  fund,  nor  the 
resulting  right  expressed  U  the  grants.  -  In  this 
sense  the  equity  mus',  of  course,  be  claimed  from 
the  trustee,  subject  to  all  equitable  demands  against 
the  estate  in  bis  hands.  How,  then,  will  this  claim, 
interposed  in  favor  of  the  States  to  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  stand,  upon  a  fair  adjustment  of 
accounts  betwehn  the  trustee  and  the  cestui  quetnutr, 
between  the  United  States,  which  have  held  and 
managed  the  fund,  and  the  several  States  in  whose 
favor  the  claim  is  made? 

It  has  already  been  seen  that,  so  far  as  ihe  pecu- 
niary interests  were  concerned,  the  States  did  not 
convey  a  clear  title,  but  the  mere  right  to  purchase 
such  a  title  from  the  Indians.  The  trustee,  there-, 
fore,  must  make  this  purchase  to  bring  the  trust 
fund  into  a  producive  state  at  all,  or  to  render  it 
possible  to  perform  the  trust,  which  is  assumed  to 
be  me  payment  of  the  debt  of  the  Revolution.  If 
these  be  sound  positions,  there  is  a  very  short  way 
of  showing  that  the  equity  in  the  remainder,  or  re- 
version, whatever  it  may  be,  and  however  clearly 
it  may  exist,  cannot  yet  attach,  because  the  nett 
annual  proceeds  of  the  lands  jio  not  now,  and  are 
Dot  anticipated  for  the  year  to  come,  to  be  equal  to 
the  current  charges  upon  the  Treasury,  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Indian  titles,  and  that  branch  of 
the  Revolutionary  debt  yet  undischarged.  Two 
items  only  of  the  current  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
Government  will  demonstrate  this  fact. 

The  Indian  annuities* are  debts  contracted  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Indian  title  to  these  lands,  and  the 
Revolutionary  pensions  are,  upon  every  fair  princi- 
ple of  equity,  a  part  of  that  debt  which  it  is  as- 
sumed the  lands  were  to  pay.    It  might  be  sa-d, 
that  these  pensions  were  mere  gratuities,  discon- 
nected from  the  legal  debt  at  the  time  of  the  ces- 
sions, and,  therefore,  not  legally  chargeable  upon 
the  fund  thus  provided  for  the  payment  of  that  debt. 
Admit  this  objection,  in  its  legal  sense,  and  what 
is  its  equitable  aspect?    Why  have  the  pensions 
been  granted?    Is  it  not  becaure  resolutions  of  the 
Congress  held  out  inducements  to  euter  the  milita- 
ry service  of  the  country  which  were  not  tu" filled, 
and  because  the  currency  in  which  the  soldiers  in 
that  memorable  war  were    paid  was  valueless? 
Were  not  these,  then,  equitable  claims  against  the 
United  Slates,  and  are  not  the  payments  equitable 
charges  npon  a  fund  dedicated  to  the  payment  of 
the  Revolutionary  debt,  before  a  mere  inferential 
and  consequential  equity  can  sweep  away  that  fund? 
It  did  not  appear  to  him  that  the  point  admitted  of 
argument.    It  was  too  clear  for  discussion,  and  too 
just  for  resistance.    He  would  state  the  account 
current  between  the  Treasury  and  the  lands,  upon 
thissimple.priociple,  and  see  what  was  the  equita- 
ble remainder  or  reversion  to  the  States. 
The  actual  amount  payable  to  the  various  Indian 
tribes  annually  from  the  public  Treasury,  as  an- 
nuities secured  to  them  by  different  treaties,  and 
as  interest  upon  money  stipulated  by  treaty  to  be 
permanently  invested,  and  not  vet  invested,  as 
shown  by  a  statement  in  his  band,  caref all v  pre- 
pared at  the  Indian  Office,  is        •     (617,793  00 
The  actual  payments  from  ihe  Trea- 
sury for  Revolutionary  pensions, 
for  the  year  1839,  as  shown  by  a 
statement  from  the  office  of  the 
Second  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  now  before  him,  were    2,956,135  75 

Making,  together,  an  amount  of  an- 
nuities for  Indian  lands,  and  pen- 
sions to  efficers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Revolution,  payable  annually 
from  the  National  Treasury,  of  |3,773,9S8  75 
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Tbe  estimated  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  from  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  for  the  present  year 
are  just  about  the  same  as  the  ac- 
tual receipts  of  the  last  year,  and 


either  sum  is 


-    3.500,000  00 


This  will  leave  an  annual  balance 
of  the  annuities  and  Revolution- 
ary pensions,  over  and  above  the 
whole  current  proceeds  of  the 
lands,  of  -  -  -    |373,928  75 

This  will  be  about  the  true  state  of  things  for  the 
last  and  the  present  years.  It  is  true  that  the  pay- 
ments for  Revolutionary  pensions  are  now  dimi- 
nishing, from  the  death  of  the  pensioners,  more  ra- 
pidly than  they  are  increased  by  new  applications 
and  admissions  under  tbe  existing  laws,  and  this 
v  diminution  will  be  annually  more  and  more  rapid, 
if  further  legislation  does  not  prevent  it.  It  is  also 
true  that  many  of  the  Indian  annuities  are  for 
terms  of  years,  and  the  expiration  of  such  annui- 
ties may  sink  the  amount  of  payments  under  that 
head,  if  new  treaties  do  not  make  a.  corresponding 
addition.  So  also  the  annual' sales  of  lands  may 
be  extended  in  future  years,  and  thus  this  compari- 
son be  changed.  But  at  present  there  are  no  nett 
proceeds  from  the  lands,  if  these  two  single 
items  are  made  an  annual  charge  upon  them.  Still 
there  are  constant  annual  charges  of  the  highest 
necessity,  which  are  not  included  here,  and.  which, 
by  the  admission  of  all,  should  be  deducted  to  ar- 
rive at  the  nett  proceeds  for  distribution.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  land  system, 
of  the  General  Land  Office  here,  of  the  various  lo- 
cal land  offices,  of  surveys,  and  all  those  classes  of 
expenditures  which  are  paid  by  annual  appropria- 
tions from  the  Treasury,  and  not  by  commissions 
upon  the  money  collected.  These  expenses  cannot 
fall  short  of,  and  are  more  likely  to  exceed,  half  a 
million*  annually.  He  had  caused  them  to  be  as- 
certained for  the  five  years,  commencing  with  1833 
and  ending  with  1837,  to  be  used  for  another  pur* 
pose,  and  during  that  period  they  averaged  more 
than  one  million  per  annum.  Those,  however, 
were  years,  or  at  least  some  of  them,  when  the 
surveys  and  sales  were  unusually  extensive.  Still 
half  that  average,  he  thought,  could  not  be  exces- 
sive for  ordinary  years.  It  should  not  be  forgotten 
that  no  mention  is  here  made  of  annual  payments 
for  holding  new  treaties,  for  new  purchases  of  land 
from  the  Indians,  and  for  the  many  other  constant 
but  uncertain  expenditures  growing  out  of  the  ac- 
quirement of  title,  management,  and  sale  of  these 
lands,  and  nothing  is  said  of  the  expenses  of  the 
frequent  Indian  wars  which  have  attended  the  exe- 
cution of  the  various  treaties,  and  the  clearing  the 
lands  from  Indian  possession. 

He  would  now  pass  to  another  part  of  the  argu- 
ment. He  had  already  said  that  the  right  of  the 
States  to  the  distribution  proposed,  and  the  power 
and  duty  of  Congress  to  make  it,  had  been  a' tempt- 
ed to  be  rested  upon  the  deeds  of  cession  from  the 
Slates  to  the  United  Slates,  and  the  alleged  object 
and  purpose  of  those  cessions.  He  bad  previously 
attempted  to  5how  that  neither  those  deeds,  nor  any 
of  the  proceeding?,  either  on  the  part  of  tbe  States, 
or  the  United  States,  presented  any  resting  place 
for  the  assumptions  in  question.  He  might,  bow- 
e*e<,  bav?  been  mistaken  in  his  efforts  \o  accom- 
plish that  object,  and  it  would  be  too  great  an  ex- 
hibition of  vanity  on  his  part  to  say  he  bad  accom- 
plished what  he  had  hoped  to  accomplish  upon 
those  points.  He  mubt,  therefore,  pursue  the  ar- 
gument further.  Suppose  he  had  wholly  failed  to 
establish  those  positions,  a  consequence  followed 
from  which  there  was.  no  escape,  and  that  he 
would  now  state. 

Ifo  right  of  the  States,  or  power  or  duty  of  Con- 
gress, based  upon  the  deeds  of  cession,  could  apply 
to  any  other  than  the  ceded  territory.  This  must 
be  admitted,  for  whether  the  cessions  contained 
upon  their  face  reversionary  rights  to  the  ceding 
States,  or  remainders  over  to  all  the  States,  no  such 
rights  could  attach,  or  be  valid,  either  in  law  or 
equity,  beyond  the  limits  and  interests  of  the  estate 
covered  by  the  deeds;  the  estate  to  which  the  gran- 
tors in  the  deeds  claimed  title  or  interest.  He  I 
would  not  far  a  moment  presume  that  any  Senator  II 


would  attempt  to  push  the  right  of  the  States  to  a 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  upon 
such  grounds  beyond  this  limit,  and  he  would  there- 
fore  proceed  to  show  how  far  short  of  the  ground 
covered  by  the  proposition  before  the  Senate  this 
justification  of  its  principle  and  equity  would  be 
found  to  cover. 

The  boundaries  of  the  cessions  were,  invariably, 
all  the  lands  situate  without  and  beyond  certain 
defined  limits,  northerly,  westerly,  or  southerly, 
and  without  any  prescribed  extent,  or  specified 
limit,  north,  west,  or  south.  The  limits  of  the 
ceding  ^States  in  those  directions  were  fixed  and 
defined,  and  tbe  grants  were  of  all  the  lands  be- 
longing to  the  granting  State  without  and  beyond 
its  boundaries.  The  most  which  can  be  asked, 
therefore,  as  the  outer  limits  of  the  ceded  lands,  is 
the  outer  limits  of  the  United  States  as  established 
by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  of  1783.  This 
must  follow  from  the  fact  that  the  lands,  whether 
in  fact  the  property  of  the  Conft  deration  of  States, 
or  of  the  seven  ceding  State?,  were  held  by  con- 
quest in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  cannot  be 
supposed  to  extend  beyond  the  boundaries  fixed  in 
the  treaty  which  terminated  the  war,  and  fixed  the 
limits  of  territory  for  the  belligerent  parties.  The 
western  and  southern  of  these  boundaries  are  now 
alone  material,  as  the  northern  and  northwestern  is 
the  present  limit  of  British  and  American  posses- 
sions. The  western  and  southern  of  these  bounda- 
ries, beginning  upon  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  are 
described  in  the  treaty  as  follow*: 

"And  from  thence  on  a  due  weat  course  to  the  river  Miariwippi; 
thence  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  said  river 
Mississippi  until  h  ehall  intereect  the  northemmnat  part  of  the 
thirty -fint  degree  of  north  latitude;  wrath  by  a  line  to  be  drawn 
due  eaet  from  the  determination  of  the  line  laet  mentioned,  iu 
the  latitude  of  thirty-one  degrees  north  of  the  equator,  to  the 
middle  of  the  river  Apllachicola  or  Catobouche;  thence  along 
the  middle  thereof  to  ita  junction  with  Flint  river;  thence 
straight  to  the  head  of  St.  Mary's  river;  and  thence  down  along 
the  middle  of  St.  Mary's  ilver  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean." 

Thus  making  tbe  middle  of  the  Mississippi 
river  the  western,  and  the  thirty-first  degree  of 
north  latitude  the  southern  boundary  of  these 
cessions.  With  these  boundaries,  the  ceded  lands 
do  not  include  any  of  the  territory  west  of  the 
Mississippi;  and  the  Territory  of  Iowa  and  the 
States  of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  Louisiana,  and 
all  the  country  west  of  them,  are  free  from  any 
claim  of  the  States  growing  out  of  the  deeds  of  ces- 
sion. So,  also,  those  parts  of  the  States  of 
Mississippi  and  Alabama,  south  of  the  thirty- 
first  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  the  whole 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  are  equally  untouch- 
ed by  these  grants.  It  may  be  well  further 
to  specify  what  the  grants  do  not  touch,  be- 
fore seeing  what  they  did  cover  and  convey.  They 
did  not,  then,  touch  any  portion  of  theoM  thirteen 
States,  as  at  present  bounded,  or  any  portion  of  the 
present  States  of  Maine,  Vermont,  and  Kentucky. 
A  very  small  portion  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  was 
ceded  by  the  deed  of  cession  of  North  Carolina;  but 
tbe  remnants  of  laud  were  so  scattered,  and  so  bad- 
ly located,  that  the  Government  has  never  yet  sup- 
posed it  a  matter  of  interest  to  cause  their  survey, 
or  to  open  a  land  office  and  attempt  a  sale  of  lands 
within  that  State.  Indeed,  it  seems 'now  certain 
that  noihing  is  to  come  to  the  common  Treasury 
from  the  pub  ic  lands  in  Tennessee,  as  a  bill  passed 
this  body  at  its  last  session,  without  a  dissenting 
vote,  to  cede  tbe  remnants  of  those  lands  to  that 
State  without  compensation;  and  a  similar  bill  has 
again  patsed  by  the  same  vote,  at  the  preseit  ies- 
sion.  Thus  the  whole  cession  of  North  Carolina  is 
disposed  of,  without  bringing  one  dollar  into  the 
Treasury;  for  he  found  that  the  law  for  tne  admis- 
sion of  the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  described  the  State 
as  "all  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by 
the  Siate  of  North  Carolina."  He  did  not  mention 
this  fact  to  the  prejudice  of  that  old,  patriotic,  Re- 
publican State.  Her  cession  had  given  to  the 
Union  one  of  the  proudest  of  the  present  sisters  of 
the  family;  and  it  was  made- with  a  patriotic  devo- 
tion to  that  Union  not  inferior  to  that  which  go- 
verned the  action  of  any  other  of  the  seven  ceding 
State*.  Yet  when  a  claim  for  a  reversion,  or  an 
equitable  remainder,  was  interposed  against  this 
Government,  a  fact  like  this  spoke  volumes  in  re- 
lation to  that  tqu&ly.  It  showed,  beyond  the  power 
of  question,  wnat  ntU  proceeds  one  of  tye  ce&ng 


8  ates  would  receive,  if  the  -right  of  reversion  to 
the  ceding  States  alone  should  be  admitted,  and  the 
equity  claimed  should  be  adjusted  by  that  rale. 

There  were,  other  facts  of  a  somewhat  similar 
character,  to  which  it  might  be  well  to  refer  in  this 
connection.  The  cession  of  Georgia  was  last  made 
and  comprehended  all  those  portions  of  the  States 
of  Alabama  and  Mississippi  which  are  north  of  the 
thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude;  and  it  is  daily 
contended  here,  by  the  friends  of  this  prdposi* 
tion  for  distribution,  and  has  been  regularly 
so  contended,  ever  since  the  Cherokee  controversy 
has  been  known  to  tbe  country,  that  the  Federal 
Government,  by  the  terms  of  this  cession,  bad  con- 
tracted to  pay  all  and  more  than  the  ceded  tanas 
were  in  fact  worth.  And  ever  since  the  late  Che- 
rokee treaty,  extinguishing  the  Indian  title  to  the 
lands  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  this  argument,  which, 
previous  to  that  period,  was  only  hypothesis,  has 
been  assumed  as  demonstration.  The  ndt  proceeds 
of  the  Georgia  cession,  then,  must  be  much  like 
those  of  North  Carolina — nothing.  Virginia  is 
claimed  to  have  made  the  great  and  material  ces- 
sion, and  yet  Virginia  did  not  cede  Kentucky,  the 
only  part  of  the  great  unappropriated  country,  in 
all  probability,  falling  within  her  chartered  limits, 
Kentucky  was  constituted  a  State  from  the  acknow- 
ledged bounds  of  Virgioia,  as  was  Maine,  at  a 
much  later  day,  from  those  of  Massachusetts. 
These  facts  were  not  mentioned,  or  referred  to,  for 
the  purpose  of  detracting  from  the  patriotic  libe- 
rality, public  spirit,  and  devotion  to  the  Union,  of 
Virginia.  Far  from  it.  She  claimed  the  territory 
northwest  of  the  Ohio  raiher  by  conquest  than  by 
chartered  right,  and  she  ceded  her  claim,  whatever 
it  might  be,  as  a  common  fund  to  the  Union, upon 
terms  which  yet  show,  upon  their  face,  that  her  ob- 
ject was  tbe  extension  of  those  free  Republican 
principles  she  has  ever  so  dearly  cherished,  and  so 
fearlessly  maintained,  rather  than  any  pecuniary 
consideration  to  herself,  or  even  to  tbe  Union. 

These  facts,  however,  show  that  from  all  fine 
ceded  territory  southwest  of  the  Ohio,  no  nett  pro- 
ceeds were  to  come,  or  erer  can  come,  into  the 
common  Treasury,  either  for  distribution  or  for  any 
other  purpose. 

It  would  be  proper  here  to  extend  a  little  farther 
an  idea  following  from  a  former  position  of  h»  ar- 
gument. He  had  attempted  to  show,  and  be 
thought  upon  unanswerable  grounds,  that  if  any 
right  of  remainder,  or  reversion  to  the  ceded  lands, 
or  to  their  proceeds,  whether  legator  equitable, 
can  be  sustained  in  favor  of  any  of  the  States, 
it  must  result  to  the  ceding  Btates  only,  as  it 
was  only  asserted  and  claimed  as  an  infer- 
ence and  consequence  of  law  or  equity,  front 
the  grants,  and  tbe  alleged  object  and  purpose 
of  the  grants.  He  now  wished  to  inquire,  upon 
the  supposition  thst  such  a  right  should  be  admit- 
ted, what  would  be  the  state  of  things  with  the 
ceding  States.  He  found,  upon  a  careful  exami- 
nation of  the  deeds  of  cession,  that  the  descriptions 
of  the  territory  ceded  by  New  York  and  Btasm- 
chusetts  were  identical,  and  without  sloping  ro  in- 
quire where,  within  the  present  bounds  of  the 
United  States,  that  territory  was,  who  snonJd  de- 
termine what  the  rights  of  these  States  would  re- 
spectfully be  to  such  remainder  or  reversiotrt  U* 
the  cessions  of  Connecticut  and  Soath  Carolina  be 
examined  with  the  same  view,  and  let  those  who 
could,  answer  these  inquiries. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  show  where  and  what 
the  ceded  lands  in  fact  were,  regardless  of  me 
question  as  to  what  State  may  have  originally 
owned  them,  or  what  State  may  now  be  entitled  ma 
remainder  or  reversion  of  them,  or  their  proeeefr 
Those  portions  of  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mis- 
sissippi north  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north 
latitude,  the  States  of  Indiana,  Ohio,  Illinois,  and 
Michigan,  and  the  Territory  of  Wifkonsan,  em- 
brace the  country,  and,  from  a  calculation  made 
at  the  land  off  ce,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  the 
whole  number  of  acres,  within  those  districts  of 
cenntry,  were,  331,773,379 

From  this  quantity,  the  number  of 
acres  reserved  in  the  deeds  of  ces- 
sion, were  ...       7JSt,W 

Leaving  the  the  number  o/  acre*  acta* 
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ally  ceded,  including  the  cession  of 

Georgia         ...  .       394,546,974 

Out  of  these  lands  Congress  has  made' 

certain  specific  grants,  yiz: 
For  military  bounty  lands, 

(acres)  4,266,615 
For  schools,  roads,  canals, ' 

Ac  -  -  -       8,673,278 

And  there  was  reserved  in 

Indian  treaties,  to  be  sold 

for  the  exclusive  benefit 

of  Indians,   -  -       6,830,051 

And  certain  private  claims 

opon  the  lands  northwest 

of  the  Ohio,  existing  pre- 
vious to  the  cessions,  have 

been  since  allowed,  and 

have  taken,  -  2  310,265 

—    22  080,209 


Thus  leaving  the  number  of  acres  for 
sale,  and  to  produce  money  to  the 
Treasury,  out  of  the  whole  cessions,  202,466,765 
Of  this  quantity  of  the  ceded  lands,  the 
Indian  title  still  remains  not  yet  ex- 
tinguished, or,  in  other  words,  the 
United  States  have  not  purchased, 
the  following  parcels,  vis: 
In  the  State  of  Ohio,  (acres)  107  816 
Do.  Indiana,  504,800 

Do.  Michigan,     8,932,440 

IaibeTer'y  of  Wiskonsan,  17,377,675 

26.922,731 

ThSa  leaves  the  number  of  acres  own-  ' 
ed  by  the  United  States,  by  clear  ti- 
tle, and  which  could  have  been  and 
i  be  sold  fur  the  benefit  of  the 


common  Treasury, 


Out  of  this  number  of  acres,  the  Uni- 
ted Stated  bad,  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1839,  sold,  and  received 
pay  for,      • 


-  175,544.034 


69,678  915 


Leaving,  of  the  ceded  landf,  suscepti- 
ble of  sale,  on  the  1st  October,  1839, 
this  number  of  acres,  though  por- 
tions bad  not  been  surveyed  and 
made  Subject  to  sale,**  -  105,865119 

These  lands  are  fimate  in  the  follow- 
ing States  and  Territories,  viz: 
In  the  State  of  Ohio,  (acres)  1,801,394 
Do.         Indiana,         4  984,354 
Do.         Illinois,         19,436  870 
Do.         Michigan,    20  998,493 
Do.         Alabama,     19,940,585 
Do.         Mississippi,  11,549,003 
la  the  Terf  of  Wiskonsan,  27, 154,420 

105,865  119 


These  statements,  as  will  be  seen,  exclude  the 
remnants  of  the  ceded  land  belonging  to  the  United 
States  in  the  State  of  Tennessee.  The  reasons  for 
that  exclusion  have  been  before  given,  and  the  sim- 
ple fact  only  requires  meotion  here.  It  will  be 
seen  from  the  above  table  (hat  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  these  lands  are. in  States  extensively  settled; 
and  whether,  from  the  fact  of  those  settlements,  and 
the  improvements  consequent  upon  them,  the  Ian  is 
are  worth  more  than  the  average  of  the  public 
lands,  or  whether  they  are,  from  this  same  fact  of 
extensive  settlements,  culled  anJ  inferior  lands,  he 
had  no  means  of  determining.  The  term  of  years 
for  which  many  of  these  lands  have  remained  in 
the  market,  and  subject  to  sale  at  $1  25  per  acre, 
to  any  purchaser  who  should  chnse  to  enter  them, 
is  certainly  not  favorable  evidence  either  as  to  their 
quality  or  location,  oi  both. 

Such,  however,  is  the  extent  and  present  condi- 
tion of  this  ceded  territory,  and  soch  the  fund  from 
which  any  distribution,  rested  upon  the  deeds  of 
cession,  must  be  made,  and  not  from  that  great 
public  domain  of  the  Union,  the  mast  of  which  has 
been  acquired,  not  from  the  States,  but  by 
purchases  from  foreign  Governments,  by  the 
powers  of  the  Union,  and  with  the  "property,"  thi 
mtmty,  of  the  Union. 

This  would  bfiog  h»m  to  a  former  position, 
Which,  in  his  mind,  was  most  material  to  the  pre- 


sent discussion.  The  assumption  was  that  on  ecut- 
/y,  on  the  part  of  the  States,  to  the  distribution  pro- 
posed, did  actually  exist,  from  whatever  source 
that  equity  was  derived,  and  upon  whatever  foun- 
dation it  might  re&t.  Sail  the  equity  set  up  and 
contended  for  was  merely  to  the  nett  proceeds  from 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  it  became,  there- 
fore, material  lo  determine  what  was  "nett  pro- 
ceeds*' from  those  sales,  in  an  equitable  sense,  be- 
tween the  common  Treasury  and  the  several  States; 
inasmuch  as  the  proposition  was  advocated  by  its 
friends,  as  he  had  before  shown,  upon  equitable 
and  not  legal  grounds.  What  expenses,  then, 
should  be  deducted  from  the  gross  proceeds  to  de- 
termine the  equitable  nett  amount  for  distribution? 
He  would  name  the  heads  of  those  expenditures, 
which  he  thought  such  a  rule  wonld  deduct,  and 
he  would  leave  it  to  those  who  should  follow  him 
in  the  discussion  to  point  out  his  errors,  if  any, 
upon  either  side.  That  he  should  not  include  any 
head  of  expenditure  which  ought  to  be  excluded, 
he  felt  sure  but  that  he  should  omit  some  which 
ought  to  be  included,  his  very  imperfect  acquaint* 
ance  with  the  subject  rendered  more  than  proba- 
ble. The  following,  however,  were  the  heads  of 
expenditure  which  he  would  present: 

1.  The  purchase  money  for  lands  paid  to  the 
Indians  in  hand. 

2.  The  annuities  stipu'a'ed  by  treaty  to  be  paid 
to  the  Indians  in  lieu  of  purchase  money. 

3«  Toe  expenses  of  holding  Indian  treaties  for 
the  purchase  of  lands. 

4  All  payments  stipulated  to  be  made  to  In- 
dians, by  the  tea'ies  with  them,  for  buildings, 
schools,  mechanic**  tools,  mill?,  irop'ements  of  hus- 
bandry, and  the  like;  all  these  being  payments  in 
lien  of  purchase  money. 

5.  All  expenses  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
from  the  lands,  and  of  their  subsistence  on  the  way 
and  at  their  new  homes,  when  made  from  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States. 

6.  All  expenses  of  the  survey  of  the  lands  for 
sale. 

7  All  expenses  of  the  Surveyor  Genr  ral*s  offices. 

8.  Ail  expeusas  of  the  local  land  offices,  which 
are  not  paid  in  commissions  upon  the  money  re- 
ceived. 

9.  All  expenses  of  suits  to  establish  the  title  to 
the  lands,  or  to  maintain  it,  and  to  protect  the  lands 
from  trespass. 

10.  All  expenses  of  the  General  Land  Office  at 
Washington,  and  of  the  offices  to  preserve  the  re- 
cords of  titles  elsewhere. 

11.  The  five  per  cent,  commissions  reserved  to 
the  new  States,  by  the  terms  of  their  admission  into 
the  Union. 

All  the  expenditures,  under  all  these  heads,  have 
been  incurred,  and  must  have  been  incurred,  to 
enable  the  United  Sta'es  to  perfect,  preserve,  and 
maintain,  the  titles  to  the  lands,  to  protect  the  lands 
from  waste,  and  to  make  sale  of  tl  em,  and  thus 
execute  the  alleged  trust  of  paying  the  debt  of  the 
Revolution  from  their  avails.  "Nett  procccdy* 
therefore,  could  not  be  looked  for  until  these  ex- 
penses were,  paid  beyond  the  assumed  trust/ 

It  was  proper  here  to  say,  that  most  of  the  land 
bills  heretofore  introduced,  and  which  had  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  Congresx  at  former  sessions, 
either  did  not  prescribe  any  rule  to  determine  what 
should  J^e  considered  nett  proceeds,  or  prescribed  a 
rule  erroneous  in  principle,  and  unjust  to  the  Na- 
tional Treasury.  He  believed  there  had  been  six 
of  these  bills  ptesented  to,  and  considered  by,  this 
body;  and  the  first  four  provided  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  <(uett  proceeds*'  of  the  sales  of  the  lands, 
without  declaring  what  should  be  considered  such, 
or  laying  down  any  rule  by  which  that  should  be 
determined.  The  two  last  declared  that  the  expen- 
ditures under  the  following  heads  should  be  deduct- 
ed from  the  gross  proceeds,  and  what  remained 
should  be  held  to  be  nett  proceed*,  viz: 

1.  The  salaries  and  expenses  on  account  of  the 
General  Land  Office. 

2.  The  expenses  of  surveying  the  public  land.*. 

3.  The  salaries  and  expenses  of  the  Surveyor 
General's  offices. 

4.  The  salaries,  commissions,  etc.  of  the  regis- 
ters and  receivers  of  the  local  land  offices. 

J.  The  fire  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  sales, 


reserved  by  the  terms  of  their  admission  into  th* 
Union,  lo  the  States  in  which  the  lands  are  situate! 

The  deductions  here  provided  for,  it  cannot  fai 
to  be  seen,  are  merely  such  as  are  indispensable  to 
keep  the  system  of  sales  in  operation,  and  do  not 
make  any  allowances  for  the  expense  of  acquiring 
tbe  Indian  title,  of  defending  that  title,  and  clear- 
ing it  from  tbe  Indian  possessions,  and  other  incum- 
brances— expenses  as  necessary  to  bring  the  lands 
int  j  the  market  for  sale,  as  those  of  the  land  sys- 
tem itself.  Such  a  rule  of  nett  proceeds  was 
to  charge  upon  the  common  Treasury,  and  the  re- 
venues of  the  country  derived  from  other  sources, 
tbe  cost  of  the  land  ?  and  of  acquiring  their  posses-  \ 
siohj  and  to  divide  their  avails  ameng  the  States 
discharged  from  that  cost. 

This  brought  him  to  another  and  most  important 
position  in  this  discussion.  It  was  that,  upon  the 
fair  rule  of  calculating  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
lands  which  he  had  laid  down,  there  never  had  yet 
been  any  neU  proceeds,  either  for  application  to 
the  debt  of  (he  Revolution,  or  for  distribution, 
whether  the  whole  public  domain,  or  the  lands 
ceded  by  tbe  States  only,  were  taken  into  the  ac- 
count. This  proposition  might  be  startling  to  seme 
members  of  the  body,  as  it  would  no  doubt  be  to  a 
very  large  proportion  of  their  common  constitu- 
ents, and  yet  he  had  taken  the  utmost  pains  to  learu 
the  truth  from  the  proper  offices,  and  he  held  in  his 
hand  the  official  statements  to  verify  this  posi- 
tion.  He  had  procured  the  data  from  which  he 
spoke  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  the 
accounts  were  brought  up  to  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1839,  bat  nothing  had  transpired,  since  that 
time,  which  could  materially  vary  the  results  then 
exhibited.  The  facts  were  taken  from  the  records 
in  the  archives  of  the  country,  and  must,  if  any 
thing  could,  lay  the  foundation  for  correct  and  safe 
conclusions.  % 

He  would  first  state  the  account  with  the  whole 
public  domain,  as  these  records  presented  it.  He 
would  not  detail  items,  as  that  would  be  tedious 
and  unprofitable,  but  the  statement  before  him 
showed  that  the  cost  to  tbe  United  States  of  Louisi- 
ana, as  purchased  from  France,  and  Florida,  as 
gurchascd  from  Spain,  the  payments  to  and  for  the 
tate  of  Georgia  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of 
the  cession,  the  expenses  of  tbe  General  Land  Of- 
fice, of  the  local  land  offices,  including  salaries, 
commissions,  and  the  like,  the  expenses  of  survejs, 
including  those  of  the  Surveyor  General's  Offices, 
and  the  five  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  sales  to 
the  new  States,  had  together,  up  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1839,  amounted  to  -  #49,081,172  20 
A  similar  statement  from  the  Indian 
*  Office,  made  upon  the  principle 

of  estimating  perpetual  annui- 
ties at  a  capital  which,  invested 

at  five  per  cent,  wonld  produce 

the  annuity,  annuities  for  terms 

of  years  at  their  actual  amount, 

and  life  annuities  as  annuities 

for  twenty-one  years,  and   all 

other    amounts     as     actually 

paid,    or  stipulated    by    trea- 
ties   io  be  paid  and  yet  due, 

showed  that  the  amounts  actu- 
ally paid  and  liabilities  incurred 

by  the  United  States  for  the  ex- 
'   tinguishment  of  Indian  title  to 

different  portions  of  the  public 

lands,  and  for  the  removal  of  the 

Indians  therefrom,  up  to  the  30th 

September,  1839,  were  -  -    85974.052  84 


Making  the  whole  actual  cost  of 
the  public  domain,  to  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  nation,  up  to  the 


date  named 
A  statement  from  the  General 
Land  office  shows  that  the  gross 
receipts  of  money  from  the  sale 
of  lands  up  to  the  same  date, 
was  but 


#135,055,225  04 


116,198,179  15 


Thus  leaving  a  balance  apainst  the 
lauds,  and  in  favor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, upon  a  simple  comparison, 
between  the  expenses  for  (beir 
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account  and  the  receipts  from 
them,  of  -  -  -#18,857,045  89 

This  is  the  result  of  the  statement  of  the  account 
with  the  whole  public  domain.  A  statement  ap- 
plicable to  the  lands  ceded  by  the  States  simply, 
making  ihe  number  of  acres  of  land  surveyed  and 
sold,  and  the  amount  of  purchase  money  received, 
the  rule  of  proportion  of  charge  as  to  the  items  to 
be  divided,  such  as  the  expenses  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  and  the \  like,  and  preserving  the 
principles  of  the  former  statement  a*  to  annuities, 
presents  the  following  result. 

Payments  to  and  for  the  State  of  Georgia,  the 
five  per  cent,  to  the  new  States,  all  the  expenses 
of  the  local  land  Offices,  and  the  proportion  of  the 
expense  of  the  General  Land  Office,  of  surveys, 
and  the  like,  applicable  to  the  ceded  lands,  up  to 
the  30th  of  September,  1339,  had  amounted  to 

116,416,589  U 
The  proportion  applicable  to  these 
lands,  of  ihe  expenses  of  extin- 
guishment of  the  Indian  title, 
including  the  annuities  and 
other  liabilities  yet  unpaid,  as 
nearly  as  it  is  possible  to  ascer- 
tain the  proportion  from  ihe 
treaties  and  appropriations,  is      83,476,880  84 


Thus  showing  the  actual  cost  to 
the  Treasury  of  the  ceded  lands, 
up  to  the  30ih  of  September, 
1839,  to  be 

A  statement  from  the  General  Land 
Office  shows  that  the  whole  gros3 
receipts  from  the  sales  of  the 
ceded  lands,  up  to  the  date  men- 


#99,893,371  95 


tioned,  have  been    - 


#98,786,265  56 


This  leaves  a  balance  in  favor  of 
the  Treasury,  and  against  the 
ceded  lands  alone  considered, 
and  simply  comparing  the  ex- 
penses for  their  account  with 
the  receipts   from  their  sales, 
up  to  the  date  named,  of       -       #1,107,306  39 
There  might  be  slight  errors  in  these  calcula- 
tions, but  it  would  be  perfectly  apparent  to  any  one 
who  would  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject, that  if  the  results  varied  from  the  exact  troth, 
that  variation  would  be  found  to  be  in  favor  of 
and  not  again*  t  the  lands,  in  either  statement.    No 
items  of  expenditure  had  been  included  which  had 
not  been  incurred,  while  it  was  scarcely  possible 
that  some  should  not  have  been  overlooked,  which 
should  jutily  have  been  embraced.    It  should  also 
be  remarked  here,  that  nothing  is  included  in  either 
of  these  statements  to  cover  the  expenses  of  the 
various  Indian  wars  which  have  grown  out  of  the 
treaties  for  the  purchase  of  lands,  and  the  execu- 
tion of  them  by  the  removal  of  the  Indians  from 
the  lends  sold. 

There  have  been,  then,  no  nett  proceeds  from 
the  sa!es  of  the  public  lands  even  to  apply  towards 
the  extinguishment  of  that  Revolutionary  debt 
which  the  cessions  of  the  States  are  said  to  have 
been  made  to  extinguish,  and  much  less  to  distri- 
bute to  the  States  over  and  above  that  debt.  So 
far,  therefore,  the  tquUiti  are  palpably  in  favor  of 
the  National  Treasury  instead  of  the  ceding,  or 
any  other  States,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  in  lime 
to  talk  about  the  indebtedness  of  this  Government 
to  the  States,  by  reason  of  the  lands,  when  its 
Treasury  shall  have  been  reimbursed,  the  money 
pajd,  and  liabilities  incurred,  on  their  account. 

To  meet  an  allegation  often  made,  and  which 
had  been  repeated  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  that 
injustice  had  been  do*ne  to  the  States,  and  they  had 
been  made  to  suffer  in  their  pecuniary  interests, 
by  the  refusal  or  the  late  President  to  sign  the  bill 
which  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress  during 
his  administration,  providing  for  a  temporary  dis- 
tribution of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  States,  be  would  lay  down  another  po- 
sition, which  the  facts  would  sustain.  It  was  that 
the  States  received  from  the  United  Spates  more 
money,  under  the  deposite  act  of  1836,  than  they 
would  have  received  under  either  of  the  six  land 
bills  which  had  been  introduced  into  that  body,  by 
an  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr,  Cut] 


if  either  of  those  bills  had  been  pasted  and  become 
laws,  and  especially  the  one  whieh  did  pass  the 
two  Houses,  and  failed  for  the  want  of  the  signa- 
ture of  the  President. 

The  first  four  of  these  bills,  including  that  one 
which  passed  the  two  Houses,  proposed  to  make 
the  distribution  for  a  period  of  five  years,  com- 
mencing with  1833,  and  ending  with  1837,  and 
simply  directed  that  "the  nett  proceeds"  should  be 
distributed  in  a  certain  manner,  without  prescrib- 
ing any  rule  by  which  nett  proceeds  should  be  de- 
termined.   As,  therefore,  the  rule  he  had  laid  down 
was  manifestly  the  fair  and  just  one,  he  should 
make  the  comparison  based  upon  that  rule.  Before 
proceeding  to  do  that,  however,  it  was  due  to  the 
subject  to  remark,  that  the  period  selected  by  the 
honorable  Senator  for  the  operation  of  these  bills, 
turned  out  to  be  far  the  most  fortunate  for  his  plan 
of  distribution,  and  for  this  comparison  in  that  as- 
pect, which  could  have  been  selected  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  land  systf  m.    It  was  a  fact  that 
the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  the  lands,  dur- 
ing the  five  years  named,  were  more  than  half  of 
the  whole  amount  of  those  receipts  from  the  first 
land  sales  in  1794,  to  the  close  of  the  year  1839,  a 
period  of  forty-five  years.-    It  had  already  been 
thown,in  another  place,  that  the  entire  receipts  of 
money  from  the  whole  public  domain,  up  to  the 
30th  September  1839,  were        -  #116,198,179  15 
Daring  the  five  years  commencing 
with  the   1st  of  January,  1833, 
and  ending  with  the  31st  of  De- 
cember,   1837,   those    receipts 
were: 
For  the  year  1833,   #4,972,284  84 
"         1834,      6,099,981  04 
«         1835,    15,999,804  U 
"         1836,   25.167,833  06 
«         1837,     7,007,523  04 

—  #59,247,426  09 

Thus  leaving  the  gross  receipts  of 
of  the  remaing  forty  yean  to 
amount  but  to  the  sum  of        -  #56,950,753  06 

Being  less  than  the  amount  re- 
ceived in  the  five  years  covered 
by  these  first  four  land  bills,  by 
the  sum  of       -  -  -   #2,296,673  03 

If,  then,  the  sum  received  by  the  States  nnder  the 
deposite  law  of  1836,  was  gi eater  than  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  the  lands  for  these  five  years,  it  will  not  be 
pretended  that  any  other  five  years  could  have 
been,  or  can  now  be  selected,  which  will  produce  a 
more  favorable  result  for  the  distribution  interests. 
A  comparison  from  the  records  will  establish  the 
following  facts.     The  expenses  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  of  the  local  land  offices,  of  the  Sur- 
veyor General's  offices,  of  surveys,  including  all 
salaries,  commissions,  and  contingent  expenses  of 
commissions  to  settle  land  claims,  and  the  five 
per  cent,  to  the  new  States,  for  the  five  years  from 
1833  to  1837  inclusive,  amounted  to  #5,368,843  70 
The  amount  actually  expended  in 
the   Indian   Department  during 
the  same  Ave  years,  as  ascertain- 
ed from  the  appropriations  and 
accounts   exclusive    of  Indian 
wars,  and  the  suppression  of  In- 
dian hostilities,  was        -  -  18,743,314  93 
The  value  of  Indian  annuities  cre- 
ated, and  stipulated  by  treaties  to 
be  paid,  during  that  five  years,  es- 
timating the  annuities  for  terms 
of  years  at  their  actual  amount, 
those  for  life  at  t wen  ty^one  years, 
and  those  which  are  perpetual  as 
a  capital  which,  invested  at  five 
per  cent  will  produce  the  annu- 
ities, was           -           -  -    5,933,400  00 
The  value  of  the  annuities  resting 
as  a  charge  upon  the  lands  at  the 
commencement  of  the  five  years, 
and  which  could  not  produce  nett 
proceeds  until  those  debts  we.c 
discharged,  was             -  -    6,675,675  00 
The  amount  of  the  money  paid  to 
the  S'ates  under  the  deposite  act    - 
of  1836;  was     -          -          -28,101,644  97 


These  sums  together,  make  a  to- 
tal of    -  -  -  -64,892,678  60 

The  gross  receipts  from  the  lands 
for  the  five  years,  as  has  been 
shown,  amounted  to       -  -  59,247,428  08 

Thus  showing  a  deficiency  in  the  re- 
ceipts to  meet  the  payments  for 
account  of  the  lands'  for  the  pe- 
riod, to  discharge  the  liabilities 
contracted  for  and  resting  upon 
the  lands,  aai  to  make  the  pay-  • 
meats  to  the  States,  which  were 
actually  made  under  the  deposite  * 

act,  of  the  sum  of  -  -(5,575,453  51 

These  charges  and  payments,  for  the  fits  yean, 
may  seem  large,  and  they  are  so;  but  it  matt  not 
be  forgotten  that,  while  we  sold  lands  rapidly  dar- 
ing that  inflated  and  speculating  period,  we  also 
purchased  rapidly  from  the  Indians;  and  an  ex- 
amination of  the  transactions  of  the  Government 
will  show  that  more  Indian  title  was  extinguished,- 
andagrea'er  number  of  Indians  were  removed 
wtstof  the  Mississippi,  during  the  period  in  que* 
tion,  than  in  any  other  period  of  equal  length,  if 
not  more  than  ever  previously.  It  may  be  supposed 
that  the  foutth  item  in  the  statement,  that  for  the 
annuities  existing  previously  to  the  commencement 
of  the  five  years,  is  improperly  charged  in  the  ac- 
count.   It  is  not  easy  to  tee  how  the  lands  coold 
be  said,  with  truth,  to  produce  nett  proceeds  tor 
distribution,   while  debts   legally   and  equitably 
chargeable  upon  them,  debts  contracted  for  their 
purchase,  remained  unpaid;  but.  if  this  item  be 
mistaken,  another  of  a  less  amount,  the  aaaval 
current  annuities  for  the  five  years,  should  unques- 
tionably be  substituted.     They  would  make  an 
amount  of  #1,668,918  75  for  the  period  in  ques- 
tion, and  such  a  change  in  the  statement  would 
still  leave  a  deficiency  in  the  fund  to  meet  the  pay- 
ments of  #568,696  26.    In  any  shape,  therefore, 
in  which  the  comparison  can  be  made,  the  sun 
paid  to  the  States  was  more  than  the  nett  proeoedi 
of  the  lands  would  have  given  them  for  the  period 
which  has  been  examined. 

The  later  land  bills  proposed  to  make  the  distri- 
bution for  the  five  years  commencing  with  1837 
and  ending  with  1841,  and  although  they  prescribed 
a  rule,  and,  as  he  thought,  one  most  erroneous  and 
unjust  to  the  Treasury,  for  determining  what 
should  be  considered  nett  proceeds,  yet  under  too* 
bills  and  that  rule  the  States  could  not  have  re- 
ceived any  thing  like  the  sum  which  has  been  paid 
to  them  under  the  deposite  act.  Indeed  it  dees  not 
now  seem  likely  that  the  whole  gross  proceeds  u 
the  sales  for  these  five  years  will  reach  the  smonat 
so  paid  over  to  the  States.  It  was  not  bis  intention 
lb  enter  into  nny  discussion  now  as  to  the  charac- 
ter of  those  payments  and  whether  they  were  to  be 
viewed  in  the  light  of  depositee  or  dfe'riba*** 
When  the  bill  was  on  its  passage,  which  authorise! 
the  payments  to  be  made,  he  attempted  to  snow 
that  they  would  be  distributions  in  effect,  if  they 
were  not  in  form,  and  he  believed  all  would  now 
admit  that  such  was  likely  to  be  the  result 

A  single  remark  further  under  this  head,  tad  hi 
would  indulge  what  seemed  to  be  the  wish  of  the 
Senate,  by  yielding  to  a  motion  to  adjourn.  It 
should  not  escape  attention  that,  in  all  them  state- 
ments and  comparisons,  nothing  has  been  tahai 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  to  be  applied  to  m 
dent  of  the  Revolution,  to  the  payment  of  which  n 
is  said  they  were  pledged  by  the  States;  nothing  to 
pay  the  Revolutionary  pensions,  in  equity  certainly 
a  part  of  the  Revolutionary  debt,  and  for  several 
years  last  past  amounting  to  some  three  nuffloui 
per  annum;  nothing  to  pay  the  expenses  of  Iadfti 
wars  prosecuted  for  the  recovery  and  protection  of 
these  lands,  and  two  of  which,  within  the  fire 
years  from  1833  to  1837  inclusive,  took  from  the 
National  Treasury  probably  not  less  than  twenfr 
millions  of  dollars. 
Here  the  Senate  adjourned. 
Thuusdat,  January  28.— Mr.  Wsjoht  said,  if  ha 
had  succeed  in  making  himself  understood  yester- 
day,  it  would  be  recollected  that  he  sought  to  tatty 
lish  the  general  position  that  the  proposition  now  be- 
fore the  Senate,  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  to  the  Slates,  was,  in  priiicip^  ideat* 
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eal  with  a  proposition  to  distribute  any  other  equal 
portion  of  the  revenue,  derived  from, customs,  or 
from  any  other  source,  or  an  equal  portion  oT  the 
proceeds  of  any  other  property  of  the  United  Slates. 
Bis  couse  of  argument  was, 

Rest.  That  the  power  give  a  by  the  Constitution 
to  Congress,  over  the  lands  or  ••territory" '  and 
over  all  "oiher  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States,"  was  identical. 

8eeond.  That  the  deeds  of  cession  from  the 
States  contained  no  provisions  laying  a  foundation 
for  "claims"  upon  the  lands,  or  their  proceeds,  in 
favor  of  the  ceding  Slates  themselves,  much  less  in 
favor  of  the  oiher  Sta'es,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
second  clause  of  the  third  section  and  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution. 

Third.  That  any  such  "claims,"  if  existing  by 
legal  inference  and  consequence  from  the  cessions, 
and  whether  of  a  legal  or  equitable  character, 
could  only  so  exist  in  favor  of  the  seven  ceding 
States,  and  not  in  favor  of  all  the  States,  to  which  this 
proposition  proposed  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands. 

Fourth.  That  no  such  "claims"  flowing  from  the 
cessions,  either  by  express  provision,  or  by  legal 
inference  and  consequence,  can  attach  to  any  other 
than  the  ceded  lands  and  their  proceeds,  while  the 
proposition  under  discussion  is  to  distribute  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  whole  pnblic  land?,  including  as  well 
the  proceeds  of  the  pnblic  lands  acquired  by  par- 
chase  as  of  those  ceded  by  the  States. 

Filth.  That  if,  as  is  insisted  by  some,  there  be 
equitable  "claims'1  in  favor  of  the  States  to  the  nett 
proceeds  of  the  pnblic  lands,  after  the  payment  of 
the  debt  of  the  Revolution,  no  such  claims  can  yet 
exist,  because  that  debt  is  not  paid,  and  cannot  be, 
while  the  Revolutionary  pendens  remain  a  charge 
apon  the  Treasury;  because  no  part  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  lands  have  yet  b*en  applied  towards 
the  payment  of  the  Revolutionary  or  any  other 
debt,  except  the  expenses  incurred  for  account  of 
the  lands  themselves;  and  because,  whether  the  ac-' 
count  be  stated  with  the  whole  public  domain,  or 
with  the  ceded  lands  only,  the  whole  proceeds  have 
not  vet  equalled  those  expenses. 

Sixth.  That  the  sum  paid  to  the  States  under  the 
deposits  act  of  1836  is  greater  than  any  sum  they 
could  have  received  under  any  of  the  former  land 
bills  if  either  of  those  bills  had  passed  and  become 
a\  law,  and  consequently  any  equity  in  favor  of  the 
States  thas  attempted  to  be  established,  had  been 
cancelled  by  payment  in  money. 

He  would  now  pass  to  another  view  of  the  sub- 
subject.  Much  had  been  said,  in  times  gone  by,  of 
the  severity,  the  injustice,  the  cruelly,  of  our  Indian 
policy— of  our  driving  "-he  poor  Indian"  from  his 
noma,  and  the  graves  of  his  fathers,  without  a  just 
compensation  for  his  lands  or  a  suitable  provision 
tot  himself.  At  one  period  during  the  late  Admi- 
aistratioo,  complaints  of  this  character  took  a  po- 
litical and  partisan  direction,  and  the  venerable  pa- 
triot then  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  with  the 
friends  who  supported  him,  were  charged  with  cru- 
elty and  extortion  towards  these  ignorant  and  un- 
protected native?.  The  treaties  making  for  their 
lands  were  broadly  and  loudly  censured  as  oppres- 
sive and  unjust,  as  securing  no  adequate  return  to 
the  red  man  for  the  value  of  his  property  wrenched 
from  him;  and  his  removal  from  the  lands,  in  con- 
formity with  his  treaty  stipulations,  was  characte- 
rised as  nothing  short  of  a  violent  exercise  of  arbi- 
trary power— an  expulsion  by  force  from  his  native 
hearth  and  his  native  home. 

Perhaps  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  partial 
justice  of  these  complaints,  the  then  President,  Ge- 
neral Jackson,  directed  a  change  of  the  policy  as  to 
the  purchases  of  land,  and  a  treaty  was  entered  in- 
to with  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians,  coveriog 
their  whole  extensive  country  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, in  ths  month  of  May,  1634,  upon  the  new 
terns  proposed.  These  terms,  were,  in  brief,  that 
the  United  States  should  become  the  trustee  of  the 
Indians,  without  compensation,  for  the  survey  and 
sale  of  the  lands  and  the  removal  of  the  tribe 
to  their  new  homes  in  ihe  West,  and 
should  account  for  and  pay  over  to  them 
me  whole  proceeds,  merely  deducting  the  actual  ex- 
penses of  the  execution  of  the  trust;  but  reserving 
jp  ffroiafjona  or  other  compensation  for  the  au» 


perintendenee  and  responsibility.  This  new  poli- 
cy met  tb«  approbation  of  this  body,  as  the  treaty 
was  ratified  here,  by  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  necessarily,  snd  thus  became  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  as  between  the  United 
States  and  these  Indian?,  and  as  between  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States  and  any  proceeds  from 
the  Chickasaw  lands.  He  well  recollected  that,  at 
the  time,  this  treaty  was  freely  ar.d  universally 
spoken  of  as  the  commencement  of  a  new  and 
more  ju>t  policy  in  our  dealings  with  the  Indians, 
and  the  subject  impressed  itself  more  strongly  up- 
on his  mind,  because  it  was  substantially  the  policy 
which  his  own  State  had  pursued  in  the  purchase 
of  the  Indian  lands  within  her  limits,  and  subject 
to  her  pre-emptive  right,  ever  since  he  had  had  any 
knowledge  of  her  Indian  relations. 

His  present  impression  was,  that  this  treaty  with 
the  Cbickasaws  was  among  the  last  which  had  been 
made  between  this  Government  and  the  Indians, 
covering  any  large  extent  of  lands.  Was  this 
new,  more  liberal,  more  juat,  mo  e  humane  policy 
to  prevail  hereafter?  Who  would  rise  in  bis  place 
here,  and  say  it  was  not?  Who  would  contend 
that,  foe  the  sake  of  bringing  money  into  the  Trea- 
sury for  distribution  to  the  independent  States  of 
this  Union,  speculations  were  again  to  be  attempted 
in  the  purchases  of  Indian  land*?  If  no  one,  then 
the  question  of  proceeds  f  r  such  distribution,  be- 
yond the  unsold  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has 
been  already  extinguished,  is  at  rest  forever. 

The  extent  of  the  interest  in  the  unsold  lands  to 
"which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  he 
was  unable  to  stale,  as  he  had  not  possessed  him- 
self of  the  facts  upon  that  point,  except  as  to  the 
ceded  lands.  In  reference  to  them  he  had  done  so, 
with  great  labor,  and  he  had  reason  to  believe  with 
great  accuracy;  and  as  some  of  the  leading  features 
of  this  discussion  made  the  facts  upon  this  point 
most  important,  he  would  again  refer  to  the  exact 
figures,  In  another  view  whi  h  he  was  now  called 
upon  to  take  of  this  equity  in  favor  of  the  States, 
growing  out  of  the  cessions. 

The  assumption  and  argument  is,  that  lhev  ces- 
sions were  made  to  pay  the  debt  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, with  a  resulting  equity,  not  in  favor  of 'the 
ceding  States,  but  of  all  the  States  of  the  Union 
at  any  period,  not  expressed  upon  the  face  of  the 
deeds  of  cession,  but  following  as  an  equitable  con- 
sequence from  all  the  transactions  connected  with 
and  relating  to  the  cessions.  This  position  and  ar- 
gument pre-supposes  that  the  payment  of  the  debt 
was  ihe  first  condition  of  the  tru*  t,  and  that  the  re- 
mainder over  to  the  States  wa*  the  residue  of  the 
fund  after  the  payment  of  that  debt  out  of  it.  The 
equity  contended  for,  therefore,  must  be  10  that  re- 
sidue of  the  convnon  fund  constituted  by  the  ceded 
lands,  for  it  would  be  trifling  to  say  thai  the  ces 
sions  were  made  to  the  common  Treasury  to  con- 
stitute a  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  of  the 
Revolution,  with  an  equity  over  in  favor  of  the 
States,  to  such  remainder  as  might  exist  after  the 
payment  of  the  deb',  and  that  that  equity  a f  aches 
before  one  dollar  has  been  taken  from  (he  fund  to- 
wards ihe  payment  of  the  debt,  for  the  payment  of 
which  it  was  exclusively  pledged:  in  other 
words,  to  contend  that  the  entire  pledge,  the  very 
object  and  purpose  of  the  cession,  has  become 
merged  in  the  mere  equitable  remainder,  and  that 
thai  incidental  and  intcrenial  equity  now  swallows 
up  the  whole,  and  mere,  than  the  whole,  fund;  the 
entire  proceeds  of  the  whole  public  domain,  over 
and  above  the  necessary  expenses  of  Administra- 
tion. 

Take  then  the  fair  ground  of  the  argument,  that 
the  equity,  if  it  exist  and  can  be  maintained  at  all, 
is  to  the  remainder  of  the  fund  to  arise  frsm  the 
sales  of  the  ceded  lands,  after  the  payment  out  of  it 
of  the  debt  for  which  the  fund  was  constituted  and 
pledged.  It  had  been  already  seen  that,  of  the 
ceded  lands,  the  Indian  title  remains  yet  unextin- 
guished to  36.922,731  seres.  If  the  policy  adopted 
in  the  Chickasaw  treaty  is  to  govern  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  title  lo  these  land*.;  if  the  Indians  are 
to  receive  the  whole  proceeds  as  the  Cbickasaws 
do,  deducting  merely  the  actual  expenses,  then  no 
proceeds  are  here  to  be  realized,  either  to  apply  to- 
wards the  debt,  or  to  strengthen  the  remaining 
equity  infarct  of  the  Sutcf,   Milan  remains, 


therefor*,  for  both  objects,  is  the  quantity  of  the 
ceded  lands  yet  unsold  and  to  which  the  I  a 'Han 
title  has  already  been  extinguished.  That  quan- 
tity had  been  shown  to  be  105,865,119  acres.  A 
balance  in  favor  of  the  common  Tre asory,  for  the 
mete  expenses  npon  the  ceded  lands,  has  bean 
shown  yet  to  exist  to  the  amount  of  more  then 
eleven  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  should  be 
first  paid  out  of  this  unsold  remainder  of  the  fund. 
Then  the  future  expenses  of  management  and  sale 
and  collection  mu<t  be  deducted  from  the  proceeds. 
Then  the  debt  of  the  Revolution,  usually  so  called, 
existing  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  consti- 
tutional Government,  was  more  than  one  hundred 
millions  of  dollars,  and  after  all  these  demands 
shall  be  discharged  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  one  hundred  and  five  millions  of  acres 
of  culled  lands,  wrjat  do  gentlemen  suppose  will 
be  left  for  distribution  to  the  States,  under  this  al- 
leged resulting  equit>?  Is  there  a  man  who  be- 
lieves that  the'  claims  specified  can  be  paid  from 
the  residuum  of  the  fund?  He  did  not  belie  w  there 
was,  and  yet  he  had  said  nothing  of  the  R?vilu- 
tionary  pensions,  as  a  part  of  the  Revolutionary 
debt,  and  which  were  now  a  larger  sum  annually, 
than  could  be  brought  into  ihe  Treasury  in  pro- 
ceeds from  the  sales  of  the  ceded  lands  remaining 
unsold.  Admitting,  therefore,  for  the  sake  of  the 
argument,  the  equity  claimed  and  contended  for, 
and  which  is  not  admitted  for  any  other  purpose, 
or  believed  to  be  sustainable  upon  the  facts,  and 
there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  fund  upon  which  it 
can  act  in  aid  of  the  measure  now  proposed. 

A  single  other  proposition  would  enable  him  to 
covie  to  the  close  of  this  part  of  his  argument;  and 
that  was  one  which  hid  been  referred  to  in  his 
opening  remarks,  and  which  would  now  be  fully 
admitted  by  every  friend  of  the  distribution  policy 
in  the  Senate.  It  was  that  the  common  Treasury 
could  spare  nothing  from  its  prrs^nt  revejiurs, 
tho.se  from  all  he  public  lands  included,  and  men 
the  necessary  expenses  of  the  comrson  Govern- 
ment, without  an  increased  supply  of  meant*, 
from  some  other  source  of  revenue,  at  least  eqnal 
to  the  amount  of  money  distribute!  under  the 
name  of  netl  proceeds  of  the  land  sales. 

It  was  his  good  fortune,  after  the  tedious  details 
he  had  been  compelled  to  go  through,  to  know, 
and  to  be  able  to  say  to  the  Senate,  that  very 
brief  references  of  this  character  would  content 
him  upon  this  point.  He  had  before  said  his 
notes  were  prepared  during  the  last  session  cf  Con- 
gress. His  references,  therefore,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  had  been  made  to  the  state  of  He 
Treasury  at  that  time.  The  year  1840  was  then 
hi*  test  of  ihe  proposition — a  year  when  the  rsti- 
mat«  of  revenue,  from  the  proper  department  of 
the  Government,  was  less  than  the  estimate  of  ex- 
penditure by  one  million  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  This  expected  deficiency  was  to  be  met, 
for  that  year,  by  the  unexpended  balance  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  it,  and  by  the  avails 
of  certain  debts  due  to  the  Treasury  from  the  bank*, 
growing  out  of  the  accumulations  of  revenue  in 
former  years. 

Still  be  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  making  his 
remarks  now,  to  apply  them,  in  this  respect,  to  the 
anticipations  for  1841.  He  found  the  estimates 
from  the  same  Depariment,  for  the  current  reve- 
nue of  the  present  year,  to  exceed  that  of  the  cur- 
rent expenses  by  three  millions  three  hucdred 
and  thirty  thousand  dollars;  but,  at  the  same, 
time,  presenting  the  two  material  facts  that 
the  collection  upon  the  debts  lo  the  Treasury,  with- 
in the  last  year,  hid  very  nearly  consumed  that  ac- 
cumulation of  ire  ins  from  the  revenue  of  former 
years,  which  was  ihen  made  a  reliance,  and  that  an 
outstanding  debt,  in  the  shape  of  Treasury  notes, 
issued  for  the  expenses  of  the  last  year,  would  fail 
upon  the  Treasury  for  redemption  during  the  pre- 
sent year,overand  above  the  current  expenses  of  the 
year,  which  would  very  nearly  consume  this  sur- 
plus of  revenue,  and  all  which  could  be  further  re- 
alized from  the  debts  against  the  bank?,  and  would  - 
only  leave  in  the  Treasury,  on. the  1st  of  January, 
1842,  the  sum  of  4824,273,  in  case  every  thing 
shall  be  realized  which  is  anticipated,  and  appro- 
priations of  Congress  shall  not  exceed  by  a  dollar  the 
estimates  of  expenditure, 
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This  simple  statement  will  show. that,  the  whole 
laud  revenue  being  retained  in  the  Treasury,  it  is 
a  matter  of  reasonable  doubt,  whether  the  Go- 
vernment can  reach  the  close  of  1841  with  a  dollar 
in  the  Treasury;  or  whether  there  will  then  be  found 
an  empty  Treasury  and  an  existing  debt,  and  this 
too  without  reference  to  the  appropriations  of  Con- 
grew  beyond  the  estimates.  The  so  dices  of 
supply  are  merely  conjectural,  and  the  slightest 
disappointment,  in  any  of  the  anticipated  sources, 
may  change  the  balance.  Then  it  has  been  usual 
for  Congress  to  exceed  the  estimates  in  its  appro- 
priations, by  the  sum  of  one  and  a  half  to  three 
millions  of  dollars,  and  if  that  shall  be  the  result  of 
the  action  of  this  session,  a  deficiency  of  mean?, 
without  a  loan,  ceases1  to  be  a  question.  In  any 
event,  the  facts  before  Congrefs  and  Ihe  country, 
authorized-  the  inference  he  wished  to  draw,  that 
the  Treasury  of  the  nation  could  spare  nothing 
from  its  resources  for  distribution  to  the  States,  or 
for  any  other  application,  without  a  counterba- 
lacing  supply  of  means  from  some  improved 
scarce  of  revenue,  or  from  loans  upon  the  credit  of 
the  country. 

This  brought  him  back  to  the  position  he  had, 
from  the  first,  been  laboring  to  establish,  viz:  that 
a  proposition  to  distribute,  to  the  Sla'-es  of  the 
Union,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  ntU  o»  grm9  in  any  aspect  in  which  it  can 
be  compared  with  the  material  facts,  is  but  a  pro- 
position  to  distribute  to  those  States  an  equal 
amount  of  the  general  revenues  of  the  country, 
whether  the  principle  or  practical  effects  of  the 
mearure  be  considered. 

In  reference  to  this  proposition,  established  by 
facts  and  history,  as  be  believed  it  to  be,  he  bad 
but  a  very  few  rematks  to  make;  and  as  hi  saw  he 
was  exceeding  the  time  to  which  he  bad  limited 
himself  this  morning,  he  would  hasten  to  his  con* 
elusion.  He  would  admit  here,  as  preliminary  to 
what  he  was  about  to  say  in  reference  to  this  broad 
principle  upon  which  the  favors  of  this  Govern- 
ment were  to  be  dispensed,  that  an  argument 
founded  upon  the  possible  abuse  of  a  power  ex- 
pressly granted  by  the  Constitution  was  not  a  legi- 
timate course  of  argument,  in  the  field  of  discus- 
sion. Under  our  system,  whatever  was  granted  to 
Congress  had  been  so  granted  by  the  States  and  the 
people,  and  whatever  had  not  been  so  granted  was 
expressly  reserved  to  the  one  or  the  other.  If,  then, 
this  right  of  the  States  to  the  distribution  proposed, 
or  the  power  of  Congress  to  make  it  without  such 
right,  could  be  found  in  the  Constitution,  trial 
should  end.  his  resistance,  as  matter  of  principle, 
and  place  bis  action  upon  the  ground  of  policy 
alone.  But  if,  as  he  understood  the  matter,  the 
right  of  the  States  to  the  money  was  mere  conse- 
quential, inferential,  constructive,  and  drawn  by 
doubtful  reasoning  from  the  deeds  of  cession  And 
the  circumstances  attending  that  act  en  the  part  of 
the  ceding  States;  and  if  the  powers  ot  Congress  to 
make  the  distribution  are  also  consequential,  infer- 
ential,and  constructive  from  the  Constitution,  and 
rest  upon  the  unexpressed  and  doubtful  meaning  of 
the  deeds  of  cession,  and  the  still  more  doubtful 
objects  of  those  cessions,  he  should  consider  an  ar- 
gument, drawn  from  the  possible  and  probable 
abuses  of  such  a  power,  perfectly  legitimate  to 
prove  that  it  ought  never  to  have  existed,  and,  if 
not  expressly  granted,  that  it  never  ought  to  be 
drawn  into  exercise  from  the  most  direct  construc- 
tion, much  leas  from  one  which  is  forced  to  leave 
the  Constitution  itself  and  go  to  other  doubtful 
sources  for  a  resting  place. 

It  shoald  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  position  was 
believed  to  be  established  that  the  passage  of  the 
proposition  now  under  consideration,  and  making 
the  principle  contained  in  it  a  law  of  Congress, 
would  be  equivalent  to  an  assertion  of  the  power, 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  to  raise  revenue,  by  taxa- 
*  tion  or  otherwise,  and  to  require  property,  whether 
in  lands,  fortifications,  ships,  or  in  any  other  form, 
for  the  purpose  of  distributing  the  property  it>elf, 
or  the  proceeds  of  its  tale,  to  the  States,  in  the  man- 
ner now  proposed. 

In  examining  the  consequences  of  the  exercise  of 
such  a  fearful  power,  it  will  be  necessary  to  mark 
the  manner  of  execution,  as  upon  that  may  depend 
the  form  of  injury  and  destruction  to  our  institu 


lion.\  In  any  form  the  consequences  may  not  be 
le«s  fa'al,  while  ih?  propelling  power  may  be,  in 
any  one  form,  the  rever  e  of  that  which  shall  be 
the  mov  ng  influence  in  all  the  others. 

Suppose,  then,  as  the  first  form  of  this  influence, 
that  the  distributions  to  the  States  be  made  without 
limitation  as  to  the  object  of  expenditure.  We 
thus  free  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  from  the 
odium  of  imposing  taxes  and  burdens  upon  our 
common  constituents,  and  take  that  odious  duty 
upon  ourselves;  while  we  leave  ihem  to  dispense  the 
bounties  to  the  people,  which  our  exactions  from 
their  pockets  have  furnished  the  means  of  dispens- 
ing. We,  in  effect,  and  in  practice,  convert  this 
Government  into  a  lax-laying  and  tax-collecting 
machine,  odious  and  hateful  in  its  action  upon  the 
people,  and  separated  from  those  sen&fbly  benifieent 
dispense  ions  which  render  the  mildest  Govern- 
ment tolerable  to  a  free  people,  that  we  may  make 
the  Governments  of  the  States  dispensers  of  muni- 
ficence only,  utterly  disconnected  trom  those  exac- 
tions which  are  amoDg  the  necessary  burdens  of 
all  civil  Government.  Connect  with  the  exercise 
of  this  policy  the  idea,  and  the  fact  that  this  Go- 
vernment exists  upon  the  mere  volition  of  the 
Siaf65;  that  their  pleasure  mnst  sustain  or  termi- 
na'e  if,  and  that  the  declination  on  their  part  to 
to  send  representatives  into  this  body  may,  at  any 
time,  put  to  an  end  all  its  active  and  efficient  powers 
for  good  or  evil,  and  how  long  would  if  be  likely  to 
continue,  as  a  mere  instrument  of  taxation,  sepa- 
rated from  the  benefits  which  the  evils  of  these 
taxes  aie  to  dispense  among,  and  for  ihe  benefit  of 
the  tax-payers?  Commence  the  system,  and  where 
will  it  be  likely  to  end?  Can  cupidity  be  satisfied 
by  giving?  And  if  not,  will  the  benefited  States  be 
likely  to  cease  asking?  It  seemed  to  him  that  such 
a  policy  must  soon  drive  this  Union  asunder,  by 
leading  ti  local  conflicts  and  a  contention  of  rival 
and  sectional  interests,  which  can  onty  end  in 
anarchy. 

Take  the  other  direction  of  the  influence.  Sap- 
pose  this  Government  assume,  and  can  exercise 
the  right  to  prescribe  the  object  ot  expenriioreof  the 
money  it  shall  distribute  to  a  State.  All  the  laud 
bills  have  proposed  to  do  that,  and  have  enume- 
rated various  objects,  such  as  internal  improve- 
ments, the  payment  of  State  debts  contracted  for 
such  works,  education,  Ihe  colonization  of  free 
blacks,  and  the  like.  Under  such  a  system  of  po- 
licy, this  Government,  being  the  layer  of  the 
taxes  by  indirectfon,  and  the  direct  dispenser  of  the 
bounties,  could  not  fail  to  swallow  up  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Sta?e  Governments,  render  them  mere 
bodies  politic,  without  practical  nti'ity  in  the  esti- 
timation  of  the  people,  and  finally  become  a  con- 
sol  idaed  Republic,  and  pass  rapidly  thence  to  a 
pecuniary  despotism. 

Take  another  view  of  this  exercise  of  the  power, 
and  see  if  this  consequence  can  be  avoded.  Taxa- 
tion for  distribution  is  the  policy.  The  fond  is  to 
be  expended  upon  internal  improvements,  roads, 
canals,  ?nd  ihe  like.  All  such  works  must  be  more 
or  less  1<  cal,  and  the  peculiar  condition  of  one 
State  may  render  them  of  great  service  to  its  busi- 
ness, most  important  to  its  commerce,  and,  as  a 
consequence  of  these  and  other  advantages,  the 
means  of  enhancing  the  value  of  its  soil  and  other 
property  in  an  important  degree;  while  another 
State  may  be  so  situated  as  to  present  few  facilities 
for  such  improvements.  So  between  different 
classes  of  citizens,  differently  situated,  in  the  same 
Slate.  One  class  may  be  located  with  their  pro- 
perty near  the  proposed  improvement.*,  and  another 
clas*,  with  an  equal  amount  of  property,  may  be  so 
remote,  or  otherwise  so  situated,  that  they  will  not 
only  not  receive  positive  benefit,  but  relative  in- 
jury, from  the  proposed  public  work.  Yet  all  are 
to  be  taxed,  and  in  a  legal  sen«e  equally  laxed,  for 
the  fund  to  be  distributed.  He  said  in  a  legal 
sense  equally  taxed,  because,  although  he  did  not 
propose,  upon  this  occasion,  to  go  into  a  disquisi- 
tion upon  that  point,  he  thought  it  would  be  easy  to 
show  that  the  mode  of  taxation  by  duties  upon  im- 
ports, if  carried  to  an  extreme,  and  for  purposes  of 
expenditure  such  as  this  argument  contemplates, 
nofonly  might  but  must  be  most  untqoal,  unjust, 
and  oppressive.   * 

Who  are  to  be  benefited  in  interest  by  the  roads 


and  canals  to  be  constructed?    The  holders  of  pro- 
perty, of  lands,  of  houses,  of  lots,  and  the  trading 
and  commercial  men  of  the  country  directly.   Toe 
laboring  poor  man  indirectly  and  unimportantly,  if 
at  all.    Take  a  case.    A  taxis  imposed  upon  tea, 
coffee  and  sugar,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  t  fond 
to  construct  improvemeLts  of  this  character,  or, 
what  is  the  same  thing  in  priociple  aid  effect,  to 
make  up  to  the  Treasury  the  deficiency  of  the  land 
revenue  taken  from  it  for  that  purpose.    ABbi 
man  of  property,  an  extensive  land  holder,  a  mer- 
chant, or  trader,  whose  business  and  property  are 
to  be  directly  and  materially  benefited  by  the  ex* 
penditure  of  the  tax  upon  a  canal,  or  railroad,  and 
be  pays  the  tax  cheerfully,  and  seeks  to  have  it 
raised.    C  D  is  a  cat t man,  whose  whole  worldly 
effects  are  his  horse,  cart,  and  harness.   The  value 
of  them  cannot  be  materially  increased  by  any 
road  or  canal,  while  their  utility  to  him,  and  the 
business  upon  which  he  depends,  may  be  destroyed 
by  either.    These  two  citizens  have  the  sama  fami- 
lies   to  support.      What    will   be   their  respec- 
tive proportions  of  tax  upon  the  articles  named 
of    tea,    coffee    and    sugar?      He  was   aware 
that  it  had  been,  at  a  former  day,  and  periapt 
might  be  with  some  now,  fashionable  to  call  them 
articles  luxuries,  and  therefore  legitimate  objects  of 
taxation,  but  in  his  understanding  they  had  become, 
by  the  habits  of  our  people,  as  truly  necessaries  at 
any  articles  of  importation,     fhey  were  in  com- 
mon and  constant  use  by  all  classes  of  onrcitisens, 
the  wealthy  unquestionably  making  a  more  free 
use  of  them  than  the  poor  and  dependent.  Still, 
in  the  case  he  had  supposed,  the  amount  of  tax 
paid  upon  these  articles  would  be  nearly  equal  be- 
tween the  two  families,  while  there  would  be  bo 
comparison  between  the  amount  of  property  of 
each,  the  amount  of  benefits  to  each  to  be  derired 
from  the  prosecution  of  a  system  of  internal  im- 
provements by  canals,  railroads,  and  the  tike,  or 
between  tne  taxvs  they  would  be  compelled  to  pay 
for'the  construction  of  such  works,  if  equally  as- 
sessed upon  property.    What  must  be  the  conse- 
quence of  the  prosectrion  of  such  a  policy  through 
the  taxing  power  of  this  Government  thus  indirect- 
ly exercised?    Could  it  fail  to  divide  the  communi- 
ty into  classes  and  localities?    To  induce  him  vbo 
was*  the  owner  of  property  to  be  benefited  by  the 
proposed  improvements,  to  strive  to  increase  the 
taxes  upen  all,  and  thus  swell  the  fund  for  distribu- 
tion, while  he  who  had  no  property,  and  weald 
reap  comparatively  liitle  benefi',  being  compelled 
to  pay  a  nearly  equal  amount  of  the  tax  with  bis 
rich  neighbor,  would  oppose  the  policy,  and  fed 
himself  oppressed  by  it?    Would  not  the  owner  of 
property  so  situated  as  to  receive  little  benefit, 
or  relative  injury,  from  such  works,  feel  that  me 
rule  of  equal  taxation,  applied  to  him,  and  to  the 
man  whose  property  and  business  were  direcrly 
benefited,  was  unequal  and  unjust?    In  a  direct  as- 
sessment  upon   property    the    valuations  would 
equalize  the  burdens.    Not  so  when  the  tax  aboeM 
be  indirect  and  equal,  according  to  the  necessariei 
and  conveniences  of  life  consumed.    Was  it  not 
apparent,  from  these  brief  suggestions,  tbatsueh  a 
policy  must  set  the  community  at  variance,  and 
produce  strifes  the  most  dangerous  to  any  welt  re- 
gulated society,  those  strifes  which  personal  and 
private  interests  engender? 

There  was  still  another  aspect  in  which  this  po- 
licy might  be  viewed,  even  more  frightful  and  dis- 
turbing. If  it  was  competent  for  Congress  to  di- 
rect the  expenditure  of  the  fund  to  be  distributed  to 
any  extent,  it  could  do  so  to  every  extent.  If  to 
powers  could  control  the  State  Legislatures  » 
their  application  of  it,  the  same  powers  would  en- 
able Congress  to  apply  it  without  the  interveatiei 
of  those  Legislatures  at  all,  not  infringing  upon  me 
territory  and  jurisdic  ion  of  the  State.  If  Oongteft 
could  declare  that  the  money  should  be  devoted  to 
the  purposes  of  education,  it  could  distribute  it  to 
the  particular  schools,  or,  per  empiU,  upon  the  ache* 
lars  taught.  If  this  could  be  constitutionally  done, 
the  same  power  would  extend  to  a  distribution  of 
money  per  eejrifo  to  the  whole  population  of  h> 
country  for  any  specified  purpose,  or  for  the  usee! 
the  recipients  at  pleasure.  Establish  this  power  ta 
this  Government,  and  then  admit,  what  cannot  ha 
denied!  that  if  Congress  can  raise  money  byuupoit 
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for  distribution  to  the  States  or  their  citizens,  it  can 
as  well  raise  it  for  that  purpose  by  excise,  direct 
taxation,  or  in  any  other  way  in  which  it  can  raise 
revenue  at  all,  and  see  what  a  state  of  things  may 
be  produced  by  the  practical  application  of  this 
splendid  policy.  Posh  forward  the  interests  to  be 
enlisted,  until  the  revenue  from  customs  fails  to  sa- 
tisfy them;  try  the  excise,  and  it  must  soon  also 
Sail;  and  then  come  to  a  direct  tax,  to  be  levied  a  poo 
ail  property  by  a  (air  valuation,  and  distributed  per 
espiim  to  the  wh'de  people,  and  we  *  hall  have  a  sys- 
tem of  agrariaoism,  established  under  our  Crnstitu* 
Hon  and  laws,  more  perfect  than  any  which  had 
eosae  to  his  knowledge,  devised  by  the  most  radical 
Loe*  Foco  in  the  land.  Gentlemen  might  say  this 
was  patting  an  extreme  case  and  an  improbable 
supposition.  So  he  considered  the  proposition  for 
distribution  of  any  portion  of  the  public  revenues, 
in  any  form,  and  to  any  parties,  other  than  for  the 
legitimate  expenditures  of  the  common  Govern- 
ment; and  more  especially  to  distribute  a  material 
portion  of  the  necessary  revenues  of  a  deficient 
Treasury.  If  the  latter  was  constitutional  and 
lawful,  he  left  it  for  those  who  could  do  so  to  show 
why  the, former  was  not  equally  so  in  principle, 
however  much  less  wise  it  might  be  considered  in 
practice.  All  these  considerations  had  produced 
the  most  clear  conviction  in  his  mind  that  the  pow- 
er of  distribution,  in  any  form,  ought  not  to  exist, 
and,  not  being  found  in  the  Constitution  among  the 
enumerated  and  expressly  granted  powers,  that 
Congress  ought  not  to  assume  it  from  distant  im- 
plication, or  upon  doubtful  construe  ion. 

Another  argument  had  been  used  in  favor  of  this 
proposition,  which  he  wished  very  briefly  to  no- 
tice. It  was  that  the  credit  of  the  States  was  de- 
pressed; and  it  was  our  duty  to  aid  in  raising 
them  again,  and  restoring  their  stocks  and 
bonds  to  a  current  and  pir  value.  He  dif- 
fered from  the  gentleman  upon  the  other  side 
in  relation  to  our  duties  touching  the  State 
debts  and  the  State  credits.  In  his  opinion, 
oar  duties  would  be  best 'discharged  by  attending 
to  the  business  of  this  Government,  and  leaving  the 
8tares  to  attend  to  theirs;  by  exercising  the  taxing 
powers  given  to  us  by  the  Constitution,  to  pay  the 
debts  and  sustain  the  credit  and  faith  and  honor  of 
the  Union,  and  leaving  the  sovereign  States  to  pro* 
vide  for  their  own  debts,  in  their  own  time  and 
way,  and  ihrough  their  own  powers  of  taxation. 
We  seemed  to  forget  thai  the  constituency  is  the 
same  in  both  cases.  The  people  to  be  taxed  in 
each  Bute  are  the  same,  whether  the  tax  be  im- 
posed by  a  law  of  Congress,  or  by  the  authority  of 
the  State,  and  the  powers  of  each  State  to  impose 
taxes  upon  its  inhabitants,  for  its  purposes,  are  as 
plenary  as  are  ours  to  impose  taxes  upon  the  in- 
habitants of  all  the  Stat*  s,  for  the  purpoes  of  the 
common  Government.  He  would  be  the  last  man 
to  do  any  act  intentionally  to  injure  any  Slate,  or 
its  credit;  and  might  we  not,  by  an  interference 
with  their  debts  and  their  credit,  not  entrusted  to 
oar  care  and  keeping,  actually  inflict  injury  while 
intending  to  benefit  them!  Their  stocks  and  bonds 
were  said  to  be  depressed  in  the  foreign  markets,  and 
in  the  hands  of  foreign  holders,  but  how  came  they 
so  depressed,  and  by  whom  bad  the  depression  been 
pr  •dosed?  By  ihe.e  same  foreign  holders  and  pur- 
chasers. What  are  we  told  is,  the  actual  condition, 
at  this  time,  of  large  amounts  of  these  securities 
abroad?  Not  that  they  have  been  sold  in  the  mar- 
kets, even  at  depressed  'prices,  or  sold  at  all,  bat 
that  they  have  been  hypothecated  for  comparative- 
ly trifling  advances,  and  under  conditions  of  for- 
feiture which  have  already  attached.  He  could  not 
vouch  for  the  amount  of  these  securities  so  situated, 
bat  be  spoke  from  public  report,  which  had  pre* 
vailed  through  the  newspaper?,  and  elsewhere,  for 
many  months,  without  contradiction  which  had 
met  his  notice,  when  h»  said  that  about  a  hun- 
dred millions  in  amount  were  supposed  to  be  thus 
hypothecated,  and  thai  the  average  advances  were 
said  not  materially  to  exceed  50  per  cent,  upon  the 
par  value.  If  we  "proceed,  by  our  legislation  and 
the  application  of  our  means,  to  raise  these  stocks, 
thus  situated,  thus  voluntarily  depressed  by  the 
holders,  up  to  par,  is  there  not  danger  that  we  shall 
stimulate  their  cupidity  to  perfect  the  forfeiture  be- 
jel* the  State;  can  command  the  means  to  redeem 


!h«ir  pledges,  and  thus,  in  effect,  make  for- 
tunes for  these  holders  of  the  hypothecated 
stocks,  and  throw  into  the  current  markets, 
against  the  States,  debts  double  in  amount  to 
the  considerations  they  will  have  received?  If 
such  shou>d  be  a  consequence  of-  our  interference, 
does  any  one  doubt  that  the  injured  States  would 
call  upon  Congress  to  pay  that  portion  of  their 
debts  to  which  its  gratuitous  action  shall  have  given 
force  and  value,  without  considerittion  to  them? 
Let  the  Slates  manage  these  matters  themselves. 
They  understand  the  terms  upon  which  (heir  secu- 
rities are  held  at  home  and  abroad,  and  their  own 
interests  in  regard  to  them;  nor  are  we  at  liberty  to 
assume  that  our  interference  is  necessary  to  protect 
their  faith.  The  holders  have  taken  the  stocks  at 
depressed  prices  by  agreement, -and  equity  between 
them  and  their  debtors  demands  that  the  future  re- 
gulation of  the  value  of  the  securities  should  be 
left  with  them. 

Another  ground  upon  which  this  policy  of  distri- 
bution was  urged  in  some  portions  of  the  country, 
if  not  here,  was,  that  it  would  favor  the  protection 
of  American  industry  and  American  interests,  by 
calling  for  an  increase  of  duties  upon  imports.  He 
had  addressed  the  Senate,  a  few  days  since,  upon 
this  point,  and  regretted  to  And  that  he  bad  been  so 
unfortunate  as  to  be  understood  by  very  fewt  and 
entirely  misunderstood  by  many.  He  would  now 
briefly  restate  the  substance  of  the  argument  he  then 
intended  to  make,  when  he  would  yield  the  floor  to 
the  distinguished  Senator  [Mr.  Clay]  who  was  to 
follow  him. 

In  the  minds  of  those  who  advocated  the  mea- 
sure of  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  to  the  States,  upon  the  ground  above  stated, 
he  supposed  the  reasoning  to  be  that,  as  the  Trea- 
sury now  requires  alt  the  revenue  it  derives,  both 
from  the  easterns  and  the  lands,  if  the  revenue 
from  the  lands  be  taken  from  it,  that  from  the 
customs  must  be  increased  in  a  like  amount,  thus 
raising  the  rates  of  duty  upon  imports,  and  conse- 
quently adding  to  the  protection  afforded  by  the 
present  laws.  His  effort  was  to  show  that  this  con- 
elusion  did  not  follow  from  the  premises,  as  a  ne- 
nessary  consequence,  for  the^e  reasons. 

4  duty,  wha'ever  may  be  its  rate,  affords  no 
protection,  while  the  importer  of  the  foreign  pro- 
duct or  fchric,  against  which  tLe  protection  is  re- 
quired, holds  sols  and  exclusive  possession  and 
control  of  the  market.  Such  a  duty  may  yield  a 
rich  revenue,  and  fill  the  Treasury,  but  until  its 
operation  commences  to  be  exclusive  and  prohibi- 
tory upon  the  impor  ed  aiticle,  it  affords  no  pro- 
tection to  the  American  competing  interest.  When 
it  does  commence  to  be  exclusive  and  prohibitory, 
and  thus  begins  to  afford  protection,  by  giving  a 
portion  of  ihe  market  to  the  domestic  interest,  the 
necessary  consequence  must  be  a  diminution  of 
revenue  from  that  duty  m  the  same  degree,  and  to 
the  same  extent,  the  rate  of  duty  remaining  un- 
changed. These  seemed  to  him  to  be  positions  too 
plain  to  require  illustration. 

He  then  contended  that  to  separate  permanently 
from  the  Treasury  a  source  of  internal  revenue  so 
productive  as  that  of  the  public  land*,  mi&fct  en- 
danger, instead  of  adding,  the  protective  policy,  and 
his  reasoning  to  support  this  conclusion  was,  that 
an  increase  of  the  rale  of  a  doty  might  not  in- 
crease, and  might  actually  diminish,  the  amount  of 
revenue  derived  from  that  doty,  though  the  increa  e 
of  the  rate  would  increase  the  protection  just  as  far 
as  it  should  have  the  effect  to  diminish  importation: 
that  when  the  diminution  of  importation  should  be 
greater  in  the  proportion  thau  the  increase  of  the 
rate  of  the  duty,  the  revenue  would  be  diminished, 
thounh  the  protection  would  be  increased:  that  if 
then  it  should  become  necessary  to  increase  the 
amount  of  revenue  to  be  derived  fromjihis  particu- 
lar importation,  the  only  way  to  accomplish  that 
object  would  be  to  reduce  the  rate  of  the  duty,  and 
thus  surrender  the  protection  afforded  to  the  neces- 
sity for  revenue:  that  to  avoid  such  a  necessity,  as 
far  as  possible,  it  was  the  true  policy  of  the  inte- 
rests seeking  protection,  to  foster  and  preserve, 
and  not  to  squander  or  gi?e  away,  every 
fair  source  of  internal  revenue,  that  the  Trea- 
sury might  be  made,  to  some  extent  at  least, 
independent  of   importations,   and    that  som 


duties  partially  exclusive  and  prohibitory  in  their 
effects  rright  be  preserved  in  a  permanent  tariff, 
without  producing  an  empty  Treasury.  That  the 
policy  now  advocated,  of  making  the  Treasury  ex- 
clusively dependent  upon  a  revenue  by  impost, 
must  place  the  protected  interests  in  entire  subjec- 
tion to  the  necessity  for  revenue,  and,  therefore, 
make  it  impossible  to  establish  any  system  of  pro- 
tection which  would  not  be  subject  to  be  surrender- 
ed to  that  necessity,  whenever  the  fluctuations  of 
trade  and  the  ever-varying  changes  of  ^asportations 
should  interpose  it.  That  Congress  cannot  compel, 
but  only  invite,  importations,  in  any  branch  of 
trade,  and  that,  therefore,  when  our  Treasury  -shall 
be  made  solely  dependent  upon  revenue  from  im- 
posts, our  system  of  protection  may  be  placed 
more  within  the  control  of  foreign  interests  than 
our  own,  as  the  former  interests  must  control,  to  a 
great  extent,  our  import  trade,  and  may,  to  a  very 
great  extent,  our  revenues  from  that  source.  That, 
while  we  have  sources  of  internal  revenue  from 
which  we  can  supply  our  Treasury,  we  tnayr  by 
countervailing  legislation,  counteract  foreign  po- 
licy-hostile to  our  interest*;  but  when  we  mufet 
have  the  revenue,  we  may  not  be  able  to  adopt 
the  countervailing  mt  atures  required,  consist- 
ently with  that  necessity:  And  tha',  the  in- 
ternal revenue  from  the  lands  being  deposed  of, 
the  only  means  within  the  power  of  Congress  to  es- 
cape an  entire  dependence  upon  impost,  were  inter- 
nal excise  and  direct  taxation— means  for  raising 
revenue  which  no  man  could  hope  Congress  would 
ever  adopt  merely  to  preserve  the  protective  policy. 
Such  is  a  britf  outline  of  the  argument  he  ot- 
feied  to  the  Senate  upon  the  former  occasion  re- 
ferred to;  and  he  would  not  go  farther  in  a  repeti- 
tion of  it  now.  He  did  not  know  that  the  views 
were  s  und,  but  he  thought  them  worthy  of  mature 
consideration  before  this  proposed  disposition  of  the 
land  revtnue  should  be  made,  upon  the  ground  of 
favoring  protection.  He  could  not  so  view  its  ten- 
dency, or  believe  that  such  would  be  it*  practical 
effect*;  and,  as  one  favorable  to  the  policy  of  pre*, 
section,  as  incidental  to  the  raising  of  the  necessary- 
revenue  for  the  National  Treasury,  he  should  find 
cause  for  opposition  to  it  on  this  ground. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  CALHOUN. 

OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
In  Senate,  January   30,   1841— In  reply    to    the- 
speeches  of  Mr.  WjtbstKr  and  Mr.  Clay,  on 
Mr.  Cbittenden^  amendment  to  distribute  the 
revenue    from    the    public   lands    among    the 
State*. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  no  one  who  ha  1  attended 
to  this  debate  cou'd  doubt  that  the  cession  of  Vir- 
ginia, on  whiffh  the  right  to  distribute  the  revenue 
from  the  public  lands  had  heretofore  been  placed, 
was  altogether  too  narrow  to  support  that  mea- 
sure. The  portion  of  the  public  domain  c*ded  by 
her  is  small  in  amount,  when  compared  with  the 
whole,  and  by  far  the  better  portion  of  it  had  al- 
ready been  disposed  of;  leavine  a  residue  alto- 
gether too  inconsiderable  to  effect  the  object  in- 
tended by  the  distribution.  The  o'her,  and  much 
the  larger  portion  of  the  public  domain,  consisting. 
of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Florida,  and  the  entire 
region  West  of  the  Mississippi  river,  was  pur- 
chased out  of  the  common  fund  of  the  Union,  and 
no  construction  which  could  be*put  on  the  deed  of 
cession  from  Virginia  coul.i  possibly  apply  to  it. 
This  was  seen  and  felt  by  the  two  lead'Lg  advr« 
cates  of  this  amendment  on  the  other  ?i<!e  of  t!  e 
Chamber,  [Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Webster,]  ana 
they  accordingly  endeavored  to  find  vome  other 
p round  on  which  to  place  the  right,  broad  enough 
to  support  the  whole;  and  found  it,  as  ihey  sup- 
N  posed,  in  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  which 
gives  to  Congress  the  power  in  dispose  of  the  ter- 
ri.ories  and  oiher  property  belonging  to  t'ae  United 
Stales.  In  this  Ihey  both  concurred,  so  far  as  the 
revenue  derived  from  the  lands  was  concerned. 
But  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  with  bolder 
views  than  bis  associate,  extended  the  right  of  dis- 
tributing, as  I  understood  him,  to  ihe  entire  reve- 
nue—comprehending  as  well  that  received  from 
taxes  as  from  lands.  *?  <  4 

[Mr.  Wsbstbu  interposed,  and  denied  that  he 
had  said  so.] 
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In  reply  to  Mr.  Webster  and  Clay — Mr.  Calhoun. 


Senate. 


I  stand  corrected,  and  am  happy  to  hear  the  de- 
nial of  the  gentleman.  I  had  so  understood  him, 
and  am  gratified  that  he  bad  a#  restricted  the 
right  as  to  exclude  the  re  venae  from  taxea.  Bat 
I  cannot  be  mistaken  in  asserting  that  both  of 
the  Senators  concur  in  regarding  the  power  eon* 
ferred  in  the  provision  referred  to  as  having  no 
imitation  whatever  but  the  discretion  of  Cong  rest. 
f  such  be  the  true  construction,  it  would,  of 
coarse,  give  the  right  of  making  the  proposed 
distribution;  which  presents  the  question,  has 
Congress  the  right  of  disposing  of  the  public 
<f  omain,  and  all  the  other  property  belonging  to 
t  ha  Union,  and  the  revenue  derived  therefrom,  as 
it  pleases,  without  any  constitutional  restrictions 
whatever? 

Before  I  proceed  to  discuss  that  question,  it 
will  be.  well  to  ascertain  what  is  the  extent 
and  value  of  the  property  embraced.  The 
public  domain,,  as  has  been  frequently  stated 
in  the  course  of  the  debate,  embraces  more 
than  one  thousand  millions  of  acres;  and  the  N| 
other  property  includes  the  public  buildings, 
dock  and  navy  yards,  forts,  arsenate,  magazines, 
ships  of  war,  cannon,  arms  of  all  descriptions,  na- 
val stores,  and  munitions  of  war.  It  is  difficult 
to  estimate  the  value  of  the  whole.  The  public 
domain  alone,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, (not  mine,)  at  #1  25  per  acre,  is  worth  up- 
wards of  $1,200,000,000;  and,  including  the  value 
of  the  other  property,  the  whole,  at  the  lowest  esti- 
mate, mnst  far  exceed  $1,500,000,000,  and  proba- 
bly would  equal  not  Jess  than  $2,000,000,000. 
Such  is  the  extent  and  value  of  the  property  over 
which  the  two  Senators  claim  for  Congress  unlimit- 
ed and  absolute  right  to  dispose  of  at  its  good  wilt 
and  pleasure.  And  the  question  recurs,  have  they 
such  right?  A  graver  question  has  never  been 
presented  for  our  consideration,  whether  we  regard 
the  principles,  the  amount  of  property,  or  the  con- 
scq  uences  in  vol  ved. 

Now,  sir,  in  order  to  test  the  right,  it  is  my  in- 
tention to  propound  a  few  questions  to  the  Senators, 
to  which  I  hope  they  will  give  explicit  answers. 
Suppose,  then,  in  the  progress  of  time,  an  admi- 
nistration should  come  in,  (I  make  no  allusion  to 
the  next,)  which  should  think  an  established 
church  indispensable  to  uphold  the  morals,  the  re- 
ligion, and  the  political  institutions  "tf  the  country: 
would  it  have  the  right*  to  select  some  one  of  the 
religious  sects— say  the  Methodist,  Baptist,  Presby- 
terian,  Episcopalian,  or  Catholic — and  erect  it  into 
.a  spies  did  hierarchy,  by  endowing  it  out  of  this 
'ample  fond? 

[Mr.  "Wsbster.  The  Constitution  expressly  pro- 
hibits it.] 

I  heat  the  answer  with  pleasure.  It  assigns  the 
-true  reason.  Here,  then,  we  have  a  limitation  in 
the  Constitution,  by  the  confession  of  the  Senator; 
and,  of  course  there  is  one  restriction  at  least  on 
the  unlimited  right  which  he  and  his  friend  claimed 
for  Congress  over  this  vast  fond.  Having  made 
good  this  step,  I  proceed  to  take  another. 

Suppose,  then,  that  such  an  Administration 
should  undertake  to  colonize  Africa,  with  the  view 
of  christianizing  and  civilizing  it,  and,  for  that  pur- 
pose-, should  propese  to  vest  this  vast  fund,  or  a 
portion  of  it,  in  the  Colonization  Society:  would 
Congress  have  the  right  of  doing  so?  Or,  to  take  a 
still  stronger  case.  Suppose  a  majority  of  Congress 
should  become  Abolitionists:  would  it  have  the  right 
to  distribute  this  vast  sum  among  the  various  Abo- 
lition societies,  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  their  fa- 
natical schemes?  The  Senator  is  silent.  1  did  not 
anticipate  an  answer.  He  cannot  say  yes;  and  to 
say  no,  would  be  to  surrender  the  whole  ground. 
Nor  can  he  say,  as  he  did,  that  it  is  prohibited  by 
the  Constitution.  I  will  relieve  the  Senator.  I 
answer  for  him:  Congress  has  no  such  right,  and 
cannot  exercise  it  without,  violation  of  the  Cons'itu- 
'  tion.  But,  why  not?  The  answer  is  simple,  but 
decisive;— because  Congress  has  not  the  right  to 
exercise  any  power,  except  what  is  expressly  grant- 
ed by  the  Constitution,  or  may  be  necessary  to  ex- 
ecute the  granted  powers,  and  that  in  question  is 
neither  granted,  nor  necessary  to  execute  a  granted 
power. 

Having  gained  this  important  point,  I  next  ask 
}0«  Senators,  would  Congress  have  tip  right  to  ap- 


propriate the  whole,  or  part  of  thir  vast  fund,  to  be 
drawn  directly  from  the  Treasury,  in  payment  of 
the  principal  or  interest  of  the  State  bonds?  And 
if  not,  (a*  they  certainly  would  not,  for  the  reason 
already  assigned,)  has  it  the  right  to  give  it  to  the 
Sates  to  be  so  applied?  Can  it  do  thai  indirectly 
by  an  agsnt,  which  it  cannot  constitutionally  do  di- 
rectly by  ittelf  ?  If  so,  1  would  be  glad  to  hear  the 
reason.  1  might  proceed  and  propound  question 
after  question,  equally  embarrassine;  but  abstain, 
lest  I  should  exhaust  the  patience  of  the  Sanate. 

But  there  is  one  question  of  a  different  character, 
which  I  must  propound,  and  to  which  I  would  be 
giad  to  have  the  answers  of  the  two  ingenious  and 
leaned  Senators.  They  are  both  agreed,  as  I  now 
understand  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  that 
the  revenue  from  taxes  can  be  applied  only  to  the 
objects  specifically  enumerated  in  the  Constitution, 
and  in  repudiating  the  general-welfare  principle, 
as  applied  to  the  money  power,  as  far  as  the  reve- 
nue may  be  derived  from  that  source.  -  To  this 
extent,  they  profess  to  be  good  State  Rights  Jeffer- 
sontan  Republicans.  Now,  sir,  Usrould  be  happy 
to  be  informed  by  either  of  the  able  Senators— I 
regret  that  one  [Mr.  Clay]  is  not  in  bis  seat — by 
what  political  alcbymy  the  revenue  from  taxes,  by 
being  vested  in  land  or  other  property,  can,  when 
again  turned  into  revenue  by  sales,  be  entirely 
freed  from  all  the  constitutional  i est rict ions  to 
which  they  were  liab'e  before  the  investment,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  confessions?  A  satisfactory 
explanation  of  so  curious,  and  apparently  incom- 
prebensib'e  a  process,  would  be  a  treat. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cur]  failing 
to  find  any  argument  to  sustain  the  broad  and  un- 
qualified right  of  distributing  ihe  revenue  from  the 
public  lands  as  Congress  might  think  proper,  sought 
to  establish  it  by  precedent.  For  that  purpose,  he 
cited,  as  a  precedent,  the  distribution  of  arms 
among  the  Statef;  which  be  contended  sanctioned 
also  the  distribution  of  the  revenue  from  the  lautfs 
among  them.  The  Senator  forgot  that  it  is  made 
the  doty  of  Congress,  under  an  express  pro- 
vision of  the  Cons  it u tion,  "to  provide  for  arnvng 
the  militia;"  and  that  the  milia  force  belongs  to  the 
States,  and  not  tothe  Union;  and,  of  course,  that, 
in  distributing  arms  among  the  States  with  the  view 
of  arming  them.,  Congress  but  fulfil  a  duty  enjoined 
on  them  by  the  Constitution 

The  palpable  misconception,  as  I  must  consider 
it,  into  which  the  two  Senators  have  fallen,  in  refe- 
rence to  this  important  question,  originates,  as  I 
conceive,  in  overlooking  other  provisions  oT  the 
Constitution.  They  seem  not  to  advert  to  the  fact 
that  the  lands  belong  to  the  United  States— that  is, 
to  th»  State  *  in  their  united  and  Pedcral  character; 
and  i hat  the  Government,  instead  of  being  the  ab- 
ac late 'proprietor,  is  but  an  agent  appointed  to  ma- 
nage the  joint  concern.  They  overlook  a  s  ill  more 
importani  consideration— that  the  United  States,  in 
their  uniteJ  and  Federal  character,  are  restricted  to 
the  express  grants  of  powers  contained  in  the  Con* 
stitution,  which  says  that  ••the  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  Statu  by  the  Constitution,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the 
States  respectively,  or  to  the  people;*'  and,  also, 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  as  the  com- 
mon agent,  is  restricted  expres*Iv,  in  the  exercise 
of  its  powers,  to  the  objects  specified  in  the  instru- 
ment,  and  passing  such  laws  only  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary and  proper  for  carrying  them  into  execu- 
tion. It  follows  that  Congress  can  have  no  right  to 
make  the  proposed  distribution,  or-  use  its  powers 
to  effect  any  other  object,  except  such  as  are  ex- 
pressly authorized,  without  violating  and  transcend- 
ing the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Constitution. 

It  is  thui  the  whole  fabric  ereoted  by  the  argu- 
ments of  the  two  Senators  falls  to  the  ground,  by 
the  giving  way  of  the  foundation  on  which  they 
rest,  except  the  small  portion  of  lands  embraced 
in  the  Virginia  cession;  which  I  will  next  pro- 
ceed to  show  stands  on  ground  not  more  solid. 
It  will  not  be  neceasary,  for  that  purpose,  to  tra 
vel  over  the  arguments  which  I  offered,  when  last 
up,  against  the  right  to  make  the  distribution, 
attempted  to  be  deduced  from  that  cession,  and 
which  have  been  so  much  enlarged  and  stregtheu- 
ed  by  the  *ote  and  lucid  speech  of  the  Senator 
from  New  Toiir,  [Mr,  Wniow.]    I  propose  tint 


ply  to  reply,  in  this  connection,  to  the  argument 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Cut,]  who  I 
again  have  to  regret  is  not  m  his  place.  - 

His  first  position  was,  that  the  resolution  of  (He 
old  Congress,  which  recommended  to  the  fitaterto 
cede  the  land  to  the  Union,  held  out,  as  motives, 
the  payment  of  the  debt  contracted  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  the  inducement  it  offeied  to  the  States  td 
adopt  the  articles  of  Confederation.  Prom  this, 
he 'inferred  that  these  constituted  the  sole  objects  of 
the  cession.  I  admit  that,  if  there  was  any  aiab^ 
guity  in  the  deeds  of  cession,  as  it  respects  the  oV  ' 
jects  of  the  cession,  a  reference  to  the  resolution 
which  proposed  it  nrght  be  fairly  made,  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  intention  of  the  parties;  bat  that  is* 
not  the  ease.  The  deeds  are  couched  in  (hv, 
broadest  and  most  comprehensive  terms,  and  make 
an  absolute  cessien  of  the  lands  to  the  United 
States,  as  a  common  fund,  without  limitation  as  to 
the  objects. 

But  the  argument  on  which  be  mainly  relied 
was,  that,  although  the  cession  is  of  the  United 
States  in  their  united  and  Federal  character,  to  1$ 
administered  by  Congress  as  a  common  agent,  the 
u9e  is  for  the  8tates  in  their  separate  and  individu- 
at  character.  If  the  fact  were  so,  the  argument 
would  be  strong;  but  it  happens  to  be  the  very  re- 
verse. It  is  expressly  provided  in  the  Virginia 
cession,  That  the  land  should  be  considered  a  com- 
mon/imd  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  States,  ft 
members  of  the  Confederation  of  Ftdtral  sfftaee| 
and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatever.  The  Sent* 
tor  will  not  venture  to  deny  that  common  i«  tbe  re- 
ry  opposite  of  separate]  and,  of  course,  tbe  distinc- 
tion on  which  be  so  much  relied,  that  the  use  vis 
was  separate,  falls  to  the  ground. 

His  next  position  rested  on  the  expression  in  tbe 
deed  of  cession,  "according  to  their  usual  respect* 
ive  prop  irtion  in  the  general  charge  and  expendh 
tore,"  wbieh  has  been  bandied  about  so  often,  in 
this  and  former  discussions  cm  this  subject,  that  I 
will  not  go  over  (he  argument  again,  as  coneldsire 
as  I  consider  it,  as  I  am  sure  the  Senate  must  ba 
surfeited  to  nausea  with  those  words.  F  take 
hgher  ground,  which  I  regard  as  conclusive,  be 
their  meaning  what  they  may. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  tbe  Constitution  must 
override  the  deeds  of  cession,  and  that  of  Virginia 
among  the  rest,  whenever  they  come  in  conflict; 
and  that,  for  the  plain  reason  that  the  parties  to 
both  were  the  same,  and  bad  of  course  a  ro*at,ia 
adopting  the  Constitution,  to  change  or  modify  the 
previous  acts  of  cession  as  they  pleased.  Not, 
sir,  I  repeat,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the 
Constitution,  in  superseding  the  old  system  of  re* 
qaiM'i'in  on  the  8tates,  as  the  mode  of  raising  the 
common  supplies  of  the  Union,  by  the  sjsteat  of 
taxing  tbe  people  direstly,  superseded  this  par- 
ticular provision,  which,  all  admit,  had  reference  td 
the  former  system  of  requisition.  The  Senatoi1 
himself  in  reality  admits  such  to  be  the  fact,  bf 
proposing  to  distribute  the  revenue  from  the  lanoi 
according  to  federal  numbers — the  role  of  imposing 
direct  taxes  under  the  Constitution;  instead  of  (he 
attested  value  of  improved  fciufr— the  rule  of  mating 
requisitions  under  the  old  confederation.  This  pro- 
vision, then,  lacing  thus  superseded,  thetandi  ate 
left,  as  the  property  of  the  Union,  for  the,  common 
use  of  the  States  which  compose  it,  freed  front 
these  disputed  word*,  and  without  the  semblance  of 
a  doubt;  and  the  Constitution  accordingly  speaks 
of  the  public  lands,  in  broad  and  unqualified  terms 
as  belonging  to  the  United  Stale*. 

Tbe  last  ground  assumed  by  the  Senator  via, 
that  as  the  lands  are  common  property,  it  is  com- 
petent for  Congress,  as  the  common  agent,  to  di- 
vide their  proceeds  among  tire  United  States,  as 
joint  owners.  It  might  be  true  in  the  case  of  indi- 
viduals owning  a  joint  farm,  to  be  worked  in  com- 
mon, as  supposed  by  the  Senator;  -hut  that  B  Ml 
analogous  to  the  cast  of  the  United  States,  whet* 
there  is  a  joint  concern,  Jor  specific  objtelt,  wiija 
common  agent  to  carry  it  into  effect,  for  the  jm 
interest  of  the  concern,  without  any  author*!  fa  *an> 
bute  the  profits.  In  such  a  case,  it  wouM  be  walrtjj 
to  the  plainest  dictates  of  reason,  and  tbe  estnbUj*- 
ed  principles  of  law,  fi>r  the  agent  to  undertakelj 
apply  to  the  separate  and  individual  we  of 'm 
partners,  what  was  intended  by  them  for  dm  jaBf 
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concent.    It  would  be  to  make  that  separate  which 
his  principals  intended  to  be  common. 

When  I  took,  Mr.  President,  to  what  induced  the 
States,  and  especially  Virginia,  to  make  this  mag* 
ntfieent  cession  to  the  Union,  and  the  high  and 
patriotic  motives  arged  by  the  old  Congress  to  in- 
duce them  to  do  it,  and  turn  to  what  is  now  pro* 
posed,  I  am  struck  with  the  contrast,  and  the  great 
mutation  .to  which  human  affairs  are  subject  The 
great  and  patriotic  men  of  foimer  times  regarded  it 
as  essential  to  the- consummation  of  the  Union, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  public  faiib,  that  the 
lands  should  be  ceded  as  a  common  land;  bat 
bow,  men  distinguished  for  their  ability  and  in- 
ternee, and  who  are  about  to  assume  the  high 
trust  of  administrating  the  Government,  are  striv- 
frg,  with  all  their  might,  (and  that,  too,  when 
Ibis  fund  is  moat  needed,)  to  undo  their  holy  work. 
Tea,  sir;  distribution  and  cession  are  the  very  re- 
verse, in  character  and  effect;  the  tendency  of  one  is 
la  wntba,  and  fa*  other  to  disunion.  The  wisest  of 
modern  statesmen,  and  who  had  the  keenest  and 
deepest  glance  into  futurity,  (Edmund  Burke,) 
truly  said  that  the  revenue  is  the  State;  to  which  I 
add,  that  to  distribute  the  revenue,  in  a  confedera- 
ted eomm unity,  among  it*  members,  is  to  dissolve 
the  community — that  is,  with  us,  the  Union;  as  ' 
time  will  prove,  if  ever  this  fatal  measure  should 
be  adopted. 

There  is  another  contrast,  not  less  striking.  The 
States  composing  the  old  Confederation,  in  their 
extreme  jealousy  of  power,  adopted  the  system  of 
requisition,  as  the  means  of  supplying  the  common 
Treasury;  but  that  proving  insufficient,  it  was 
changed,  with  the  adoption  of  the  pre  ent  Constitu 
tion,  into  the  system  of  laying  taxes  diiectly  on  in- 
dividuals. But,  now,  it  is  proposed  to  restore  vir- 
tually the  exploded  system  of  requisition,  but  in  the 
reverse  order — requisitions  of  the  States  on  the 
Union,  instead  of  the  Union  on  the  State?;  and 
thereby  reversing  the  relation  which  the  wise  and 
patriotic  founders  of  our  political  institutions  re- 
garded as  essential  to  liberty.  They  regarded  it  as 
a  fundamental  principle,  that  the  people  should 
grant  the  supplies  to  the  Government,  in  order  to 
keep  it  dependent  on  them.  But,  now,  this  is  to 
he  reversed;  and  the  Government,  in  the  *hape  of 
distribution,  is  to  grant  supplies  to  the  people. 
How  is  this  to  be  done?  How  can  the  Government, 
which,  with  all  its  legislation,  does  not  produce  a 
cent,  grant  supplies  "to  those  who  are  the  producers 
of  all?  1  wiH  tell  you;  the  supplies  to  be  distri- 
buted to  the  Slates,  are  to  be  collected  in  a 
roundabout,  concealed  manner,  under  the  plau- 
sible pretext  of  taxing  luxuries,  (wines  and 
silks,)  to  be  paid  by  the  rich,  or  nobody,  as 
ire  me  toM,  to  meet  the  requisitions  of  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  States,  lest  their  constituents  should 
tarn  them  out  for  taxing  them  directly  and  openly. 
Yes:  we  are  plainly  told  that  the  Sates  have  sur- 
rendered the  right  ef  taxing  imports,  the  most  easy 
and  convenient  mode  of  raising  a  revenue— that 
is,  the  most  concealed  and  ingenious  way  10  the 
nockets  of  the  people;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
Government,  to  which  this  convenient  contrivance 
is  intrusted,  to  ruse  supplies  by  its  use,  not  only 
to  meet  its  own  wants,  but  also  to  meet  these  of 
the  States.  What  monstrous  and  dangerous  per- 
version 1 

If  (eontinurd  Mr.  Calhoun)  I  have  been  suc- 

ssful  in  demonstrating  the  utter  unconstitution- 
ality of  this  dangerous  scheme,  as  I  trust  I  have, 
the  Senate  will  not  expect  me  to  follow  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay]  in  his  excursive  flights 
in  favor  of  the  expediency  of  this,  his  favorite  and 
cherished  scheme.  If  Congress  has  no  right  to 
adopt  it,  there  is  an  end  of  the  whole  affair;  but 
there  is  one  of  the  good  effects  he  imputes  to  it, 
that  I  cannot  pass,  in  silence.  He  asserted  that 
ifwopJd  finally  settle  the  disputes  and  agitations 
growing  out  of  questions  connec'ed  with  the  public 
lands,  by  reconciling  and  harmonizing  all  con- 
flicting; interests,  and  restoring  kind  feelings  in 
relation  to  them,  between  the  old  and  new  States. 
Such  are  his  anticipations;  but  wi  1  they  be  re- 
alised? Let  the  tone  with  which  the  Senators 
from  Missouri  [Dr.  Linn]  and  Arkansas  [Mr. 
J  denounced  his  scheme,  answer.  Does 
know  that  tnvj  Senator  from  the  new 
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States,  with  the  exception  cf  those  from  Indiana, 
are  opposed  to  bis  measure?  Can  he,  in  the  face 
of  such  facts,  really  hope  for  a  final  settlement 
of  the  vexed  question  of  the  pftblic  lands,  or  a 
restoration  of  harmony  between  the  old  and  new 
States  in  relation  to  them?  On  the  contrary,  will 
it  not  embitter  the  feelings  on  both  sides?  Can  he 
expect  that  the  new  Stales  would  see  with  favor  a 
mortgage  laid  on  that  portion  of  the  public  domain 
lying  within  their  limits,  for  the  security  of  the 
holders  of  State  bonds?  Such,  virtually,  would  be 
the  case,  should  the  distribution  be  made.  The 
holders  would  regard  it  as  a  pledge;  and  to  with- 
hold it,  when  once  made,  as  a  violation  cf  faith. 

Would  it  conciliate  the  staple  States — the  grow- 
ers of  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco— on  which  .the  tax 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  caused  by  the  distribu- 
tion must  principally  fall?  It  is  in  vain  you  tell 
them  that  the  duties  on  wines  and  silks  would  fall 
on  the  consumers,  or  on  the  producers  of  those  ar- 
ticles abroad.  Tney  know,  by  wofol  experience, 
that  it  matters  little  to  them  whether  the  duty  be 
laid  on  the  export  of  the  staples  they  produce,  or 
the  importation  of  products  received  in  exchange; 
whether  the  duties  be  paid  on  their  products  going 
out  of  port,  or  the  return  cargo  coming  in.  View- 
ing it  in  that  light,  the  people  of  those  States  will 
rvgud  the  measure  as  a  cunningly  devised  scheme 
to  pay  the  debts  of  others  at  their  expense. 

Would  it,  I  again  ask,  reconcile  the  States  free 
from  debt?  Will  they  be  satisfied  to  be  taxed  to 
pay  the  debts  of  tie  States  which  have  been  less 
caution*  in  their  engagements  than  themselves?  I 
ask  the  Senators  from  New  Hampshire — would 
their  State,  happily  free  from  all  debt,  be  satisfied? 

Instead  of  the  final  settlement  of  the  question,  or 
the  restoration  of  harmony,  it  would  unsettle  the 
whole  subject  of  the  public  lands,  and  throw  the 
apple  of  discord  aim  ng  the  States. 

Having  now  said  what  I  intended  on  the  im- 
mediate question  under  consideration,  I  avail  my- 
self of  the  opportunity  to  reply  to  the  objections 
which  have  been  made  to  the  proposition  I  offered, 
in  an  earlier  stage  of  this  dr  cession,  to  cede  to 
the  new  States  the  land*  lying  within  their  respect- 
ive limits,  on  just  and  equitable  conditions.  The 
Senate  will  recollect  that  the  debate  on  that  mea» 
•are  terminated  unexpectedly,  and  wi  bout  afford- 
ing me  an  opportunity  of  answering  the  objections 
t gainst  it.  As  there  will,  probably,  be  no  other 
opportunity  of  meeting  them,  I  trust  it  will  be 
a  sufficient  apology  for  doing  so  on  this  occa- 
sion. 

I  begin  with  what,  to  me,  would  be  the  most 
formidable  objection:  that,  under  the  garb  of  a 
cession,  the  measure  is,  in  fact,  but  a  mode  of 
distribution.  I  reply,  as  on  a  former  occasion- 
prove  it,  and  I  shall  renonnce  It  at  onpe  and 
forever.  But  I  cannot  take  assertion  for  proof, 
however  boldly  made.  Until  it  is  proved,  I  -hall 
regard  the  charge  of  distribution,  coming  as  it  does 
from  the  open  advocates  of  that  measure,  as  origi- 
nating in  a  conscious  feeling  that,  so  far  from 
being  popular,  the  scheme  has  no  hold  on  the 
affections  of  the  people,  if  they  believed  it  to  be 
popular,  those  who  so  warmly  oppose  cession 
would  be  the  last  to  call  it  distribution. 

It  is  next  objected,  that  it  is  a  gift  of  the  lands 
to  the  new  States.  Be  it  so.  1  would  infinitely 
rather  make  a  pi  A  of  the  whole,  than  to  adopt  the 
ratal  policy  of  distribution;  and  if  it  should  be  ne- 
cessary to  defeat  it,  I  would  regard  a  surrender  of 
the  whole  as  a  cheap  sacrifice.  I  go  father:  and 
hold,  that  if  the  lands,  instead  of  being  rtgarded  as 
the  property  of  the  Union,  should  be  regarded  as 
the  property  of  the  States  separately,  the  new 
States  would  have  tbe  best  right  to  the  portion 
within  their  limits.  They  possess,  unquestionably, 
the  eminent  domain,  which  would  have  carried 
with  it  the  property  in  the  public  lands  with- 
in their  borders  respectively,  bad  they  not 
surrendered  it,  by  special  agreement,  on  their 
admission  into  the  Union.  But  that  agree- 
ment was  with  the  United  State*,  and  the  surrender 
of  the  property  in  the  lands  was  to  them;  and  it 
may  be  fairly  questioned  how  far  the  agreement, 
on  their  admission,  wou-d  be  binding  on  them, 
should  the  revenue  from  the  lauds  be  perverted 
from  the  urn  of  the  I/Mfot  Atom  to  that  of  the 


States  separately,  as  is  proposed  by  this  scheme  of 
distribution. 

But  is  the  cession  a  gift?  Does  it  propose  a  sur- 
render of  the  land  for  nothing?  Is  66  per  cent, 
of  the  gross  proceeds  to  be  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, nothing?  Is  it  nothing  to  put  an  end  to  tbe 
angry  and  agitating  debates  which  we  witness, 
session  after  session,  constantly  increasing  in  vio- 
lence? Nothing,  to  Ave  the  time,  and  labor,  and 
expense  of  Congress?  Nothing,  to  curtail  one-' 
fourth  of  the  patronage  of  the  Government,  and 
(hat  of  the  most  dangerous  character?  Nothing, 
to  raise  the  new  Slates  to  a  level  with  the  old? 
Nothing,  to  remove  this  great  disturbing  eausev 
which  so  injuriously  influences  our  legislation?  Is 
it  nothing,  finally,  to  substitute  a  system  in  lieu 
of  the  present,  as  far  as  tbe  lands  lying  within  the 
new  States  are  concerned,  which,  in  addition  to 
all  these  considerations,  proposes  the  only  prac- 
tical method  of  preventing  the  loss  of  tbe  lands, 
and  which,  so  far  from  a  pecuniary  loss,  will 
bring  more  into  the  Treasury  than  the  present  sys- 
tem? I  boldly  assert  that  such  would  be  the  case; 
as  I  may  well  do  now,  as  no  one  opposed  to 
the  measure  hss  ventured  to  question  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  calculation,  or  the  data  on  which  ft 
rests. 

But  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay] 
says  jt  is  a  gift,  because  thirty-five  per  cent, 
is  too  high  a  compensation  to  the  Stales  for 
their  expense  and  trouble  in  managing  the 
land.  He  estimates  the  actual  expense,  all  things 
included,  at  24  per  cent,  on  the  gross  receipts,  and 
says  that  all  beyond  that  is  a  gift  to  the  States.  He 
has  ventured  this  asser.ion,  with  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  at  the  last  session 
before  him,  containing,  in  detail,  from  the  proper 
departments,  aa  estimate  of  the  expense,  which,  on 
a  supposition  that  the  average  annual  sale  of  the 
portion  bf  the  land  in  question  would  average  two 
and  a  half  millions,  would  amount  to  22  per  cent. 
The  Senator  has  omitted  all  the  expenses,  except 
that  of  selling  the  lands,  when,  by  turning  to  the 
tables,  he  will  find  that  nearly  one- third  is  yet  to  be 
surveyed  and  platted;  ihat  a  large  amount  mu»t  be 

faid  for  extinguishing  Indian  titles,  and  removing 
ndians  to  the  West.  He  also  overlooks  that  the 
five  per  cent,  fund  is  to  be  surrendered  by  those 
States,  a  sum,  of  i's?lf,  equal  to  double  the  amount 
which  he  has  estimated  as  the  entire  expense  to 
wbch  the  States  would  be  subject. 

To  these  Urge  items  must  be  added  donations, 
which,  instead  <>f  being  made,  as  they  have  hereto- 
fore been,  by  Congress,  are,  if  made  by  the  States, 
to  be  paid  for  by  them  at  the  selling  price  of  the 
land  at  the  time,  allowing  them  35  per  cent.;  and 
a'so  the  sums  spent  on  internal  improvement 
which,  with  the  excep'ion  of  the  portion  spent  on 
the  Mississippi  and  Oaio,  are  to  terminate;  and, 
finally,  the  saving  of  expense  n  our  legisla- 
tion, and  in  the  General  Land  Office,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  cession;  all  of  which  the  Senator  has 
omitted — omitTed,  noiwithstand  ng  they  "are  to 
be  found  in  the  report  be  ore  him,  and  to  which 
he  has  referred  in  the  debate.  These,  a*  1  have 
stated,  amount  to  22  per  cent,  on  the  gross 
amount  of  the  sale.*;  to  which  the  committee  has 
added  13  per  cent,  making  the  35 — not  as  a  gratui* 
ly,  but  on  the  ground  of  liberal  compensation  be- 
yond mere  expense  and  :aving  to  this  Govern- 
ment, as  being  right  of  rself,  and  necessary  to  en- 
sure the  hearty  co -operation  of  the  States,  in  carry- 
ing out  a  mf  awe  that  would  be  highly  beneficial 
to  the  whole  Union,  and  wr^ich  coald  not  be  suc- 
cessfully carried  out  without  sncti  co-opera:ion  on 
the  part  of  tbe  States.  Not  a  cent  has  bem  pro- 
poied  to  be  allowed,  which  could  be  avoided,  with 
just  regard  to  sound  policy. 

But  the  Senator  was  not  content  with  holding  out 
the  difference  of  what  he  was  pleased  to  regard  the 
actual  expense,  and  the  35  per  cent,  as  a  gift.  He 
took  stronger  grounds,  and  pronounced  it  to  be  a 
gift  of  all  the  public  lands,  on  the  assumption  that 
the  cession  would  be  extended  to  the  States  hereaf- 
ter to  come  in,  on  their  admission  ^  and,  next,  to 
tbe  Territories;  and,  finally,  to  the  whole  ef  the 
public  domain.  I  will  not  undertake  to  reply  to  a 
mere  assumption  without  proof,  farther  than  to 
say,  that  every  measure  of  sound  policy  nay  be  j* 
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In  reply  to  Mr.  Webster  and  Clay — Mr.  Calhoun. 


Uke  manner  eond«mned,  if  it  is  to  be  assumed  that 
what  we  have  wisely  done,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  ease,  may  form  a  precedent  for 
others  to  do  under  dissimilar  circumstances,  and 
without  regard  to  the  principle  on  which  we  acted. 
In  proposing  the  measure  I  have,  I  yield  to  the 
necessity  of  remedying  a  great  and  growing  evil, 
originating  in  the  fact  that  this  Government  is  the 
owner  and  administrator  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
territories  of  nine  States  .of  this  Union,  and  which 
cannot  be  remedied  so  long  as  their  ownership  and 
administratorship  continue.  It  is  the  number  and 
influence  of  the  States  in  which  they  exist,  that 
give  such  magnitude  and  danger  to  the  evil;  and 
what  we  may  do  now,  under  such  circumstances, 
cannot  constitute  a  precedent,  to  be  extended  in 
the  manner  which  the  Senator  supposes  it  will  be. 
On  the  contrary,  by  adopting  the  measure,  we 
would  enlist  the  new  States,  now  opposed  to  the  old 
on  almost  all  questions  growing  out  of  the  public 
lands,  to  aid  in  vigilantly  guarding  the  residue  of 
the  public  domain. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Webster] 
took  different  grounds.  He  insisted  that  cession 
necessarily  implies  gift;  and  therefore,  as  I  sup- 
pose, the  one  I  have  proposed  is  a  gift,  in  spite  of 
the  many  valuable  considerations  inducing  to  it.  I 
do  not  attach  the  same  meaning  to  the  word  which 
he  does;  but,  as  I  have  no  taste  for  verbal  criticism, 
I  have  assented  to  the  request  of  a  friend,  to  change 
"cession"  to  "dispose  o("— the  words  used  in  the 
Constitution,  and  which,  on  the  authority  of  the 
two  Senators,  are  of  such  comprehensive  meaning 
as  to  confer  on  Congress  unlimited  power  to  do  as 
they  please  with  the  publio  lands. 

But  it  seems  that,  so  soon  as  I  had  availed  my- 
self of  this  comprehensive  term,  it  forthwith  con- 
tracted to  the  narrowest  limits.  I  was  told  the 
lands  could  not  be  disposed  of  to  the  States.  Why 
not?  They  can  be  disponed  of  to  individuals,  and 
to  companies  of  individuals,  and  why  not  to  that 
company  or  community  of  individuals  which  con- 
stitutes a  State?   Can  any  good  reason  be  assigned? 

I  am  next  told  that  we  may  dispose  of  them 
absolutely,  but  not  conditionally.  I  again  re- 
peat the  question—why  not?  What  is  it  that 
limits  our  power?  We  can  dispose  of  the  lands 
to  individuals  on  condition,  of  which  there  are 
striking  instances  in  lands  containing  lead  mines. 
They  are  leased  for  a  term  of  years  on  con- 
dition that  one* tenth  of  the  lead  be  paid  to 
the  Government  in  kind.  If  this  can  be  done  for  a 
term  of  yeajs,  what  is  to  prevent  it  from  being 
done  forever,  on  the  same  condition?  And,  if  so, 
why  may  we  not  prescribe  the  rules  on  which  the 
mines  Miall  be  worked?  If  alt  this  can  be  done  in 
the  case  of  individual?,  what  is  to  prevent  it  from 
disposing  of  the  public  lands  t»  the  States,  on  the 
conditions  proposed,  and  to  prescribe  the  rules  to  be 
observed  by  them  in  the  tales  and  management — 
that  is,  to  adopt  the  measure  I  have  proposed? 

It  is  next  objected,  that  it  is  not  a  disposition  of 
the  lands,  but  merely  a  transfer  of  the  administra- 
tion of  tfcem  te  the  States.  I  deny  ibe  fact.  It  is 
intended,  and  is  in  reality,  a  conditional  disposition 
or  sale  to  the  S;a'es.  But  if  it  were  otherwise,  and 
as  supposed,  I  *tk,  what  is  there  to  prevent  Con- 
gress from  deposing  of  t*e  lands  by  an  agency,  or 
to  emply  the  States  as  the  agent,  and  prescribe  the 
roles  by  which  they  shall  be  disposed  of?  I  can 
see  no  solid  objectic  n  to  such  arrangement;  but  do 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  discuss  the  point,  because 
the  fact  is  not  as  is  supposed. 

Then  follows  the  objection  tbat  it  would  create 
the  relation  of  creditor  and  debtrr  between  this  Go- 
vernment and  the  States.  Admit  it  to  be  the  fact; 
I  ask,  is  that  relation  more  objectionable,  or  as 
much  so,  a?  that  which  now  exisis,  of  landlord  and 
tenant,  growing  out  of  owneiship  and  adminis- 
tration in  this  Government  of  so  large  a  part 
of  'the  domain  of  these  State? — a  relation  which 
Is  the  parent  of  so  many  evils  both  to  them 
and  ua?  But,  to  put  an  end  to  th?  objection,  1 
have,  on  the  suggestion  of  soim  of  the  members 
from  the  new  8tates,  so  modified  my  proposi- 
tion as  to  provide  that  the  sixty-five  per  cent,  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  coming  to  the  Govern- 
ment, shall  be  paid  directly  to  its  own  officers — 
aay  the  marihals  in  each  of  the  States.  Now,  1 
aak  the  opponents  of  the  measure  to  join  me,  and, 


by  the  cession,  to  pot  an  end,  in  the  only  way  it 
can  be  done,  to  the  still  more  objectionable  relation 
of  landlord  and  tenant  between  this  Government 
and  the  States. 
It  is  further  objected,  tbat  it  would  not  settle  the 

Question.  It  is  said,  if  we  cede  the  lands,  the  next 
emand  would  be  to  relinquish  that  portion  of  the 
proceeds  of  their  sales  which  is  to  be  paid  to  the 
Government;  that  concession  would  have  to  follow 
concession,  till  the  whole  would  be  lost.  This  sir, 
is  the  old  answer  which  the  advocates  of  existing 
abuses  are  ever  ready  to  give  those  who  complain. 
It  is  the  answer  of  Lord  North  in  the  controversy 
which  led  to  our  Revolution.  He  refused  to  yield 
the  disputed  right  of  taxing  the  colonies,  on  the 
ground  that  to  yie'd  would  not  satisfy  them.  If 
taxation  was  surrendered,  he  said,  it  would  not  set- 
tle the  question;  that  their  next  demand  would  be 
to  surrender  the  right  of  regulating  their  commerce. 
The  result  of  such  blind  obstinacy  was  the  dis- 
memberment of  the  British  Empire. 

There  is  not  a  feature  which  more  strongly  dis- 
tinguishes the  firm  and  enligh'ened  statesman  from 
the  obstinate  or  weak,  than  that  of  knowing  when 
it  is  proper  to  make  concession?,  as  the  means  of 
avoiding,  in  the  end,  the  humiliation  of  submission 
on  the  one  hand,  or  the  mortification  of  defeat  on 
the  other;  and  never  was  there  an  occasion,  or  a 
question,  when  it  was  more  politic  than  at  this 
time,  and  on  this  question.  It  may  now  be  made 
with  dignity.  The  question  may  now  be  adjusted 
on  just  and  honorable  terms;  bat,  if  it  be  delayed, 
the  new.  States  will  decide  it,  in  a  few  years,  in 
their  own  way,  without  asking  our  leave,  by  their 
rapid  relative  increase  in  population  and  political 
weight 

They  are  now  anxious  for  a  fair  adjustment;  and 
we  may  satisfy  them,  without  making  any  real  sa- 
crifice on  our  part;  and  it  is  dctng  injustice  to  them 
to  supp  se  that,  alter  soliciting  a  measure  se  libe- 
ral, and  from  which,  they  would  derive  such  ad- 
vantages, they  would  suddenly  turn  round  and 
condemn  what  they  had  solicited,  and  make  the 
palpably  unjutt  demand,  that  we  should  surrender 
the  portion  of  the  proceeds  coming  to  the  Govern* 
menu  There  is  nothing  in  their  past  history  that 
would  warrant  such  an  imputation  on  their  cha- 
racter. 

It  wa*  next  objected,  that  the  measure  was  une- 
qual; and  to  prove  it  so,  the  case  of  Ohio,  which 
has  but  a  small  amount  of  public  lands  within  its 
limits  to  be  disposed  of,  was  contrasted  with  that 
of  Illinois,  which  has  a  large  amount;  snd,  be- 
cause the  portion  of  the  proceeds  to  be  allowed  to 
the  States  (35  percent.  <(  the  gro?s  amount)  would 
be  small  in  the  cate  of  the  former,  when  compared 
with  that  of  the' latter,  the  measure  is  pronounced 
unequal  and  unjust.  If  it  wre  a  scheme  of  distri- 
bution, as  has  been  erroneously  alesed,  such 
might  be  the  fact;  but  as,  instead  of  that,  it  is  a 
mere  compensation  er  commission  for  trouble,  ex- 
pense, responsibilities  to  be  incurred,  and  services 
rendered,  so  far  from  being  unequal,  because  the 
amount  to  be  received  in  the  one  case  was  not 
equal  to  that  in  the  other,  it  is  precisely  the  reverse. 
Equality  of  compensation  for  equal  expense  and 
service,  is  equal;  but  equality  for  unequal  expense 
and  service,  would  be  glaringly  unequal;  and,  had 
I  proposed  t<*  allow  Ohio  the  same  amount  of  com- 
pensation for  the  expense  and  trouble  of  managing 
the  small  portion  of  the  public  domain  in  her  li- 
mits, as  that  to  be  allowed  to  Illinois  fer  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  large  portion  within  hers,  instead 
of  allowing  a  compensation  to  each  proportioned 
o  their  respective  expenses  and  services,  it  would, 
so  far  from  being  equal,  have  been  grossly  une- 
qual, and  would  have  been  so  pronounced  by  those 
who  now  make  this  objection. 

In  this  connection,  1  must  say  that  I  cannot  but 
regret  that  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allxn,]  in 
answer  to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clit] 
on  this  alleged  ineqnality  between  Ohio  and  Illinois, 
did  not  meet  him,  by  denying  the  truth  of  his  alle- 
gation, instead  of  the  manner  be  did;  which  had, 
to  say  the  least,  the  appearance  of  sustaining  the 
side  to  which  he  is  most  opposed,  against  that  to 
which  he  is  leas. 

[Mr.  Alls*  rose  to  explain.  Mr.  CiLttoon  said 
be  did  not  doubt  that  the  8cnator  gave  the  trtte 


explanation  of  his  vote,  but  did  not  think  it  was 
called  for  at  the  time,  and  that  the  effect  was  si  he 
had  stated.] 

Ano'her  objection  was,  that  it  did  not  extend  to 
the  Territories.  This  objection  had  the  adfantau 
(what  few  others  had)  of  being  founded  in  fact, bit 
was  unfounded  in  reasdn.  Had  it  beta  extended 
to  them,  it  would  have  gone  beyond  the  mischief 
and  would  have  been  wholly  improper.  The  evil* 
I  repeat,  originates  in  the  fact  of  the  Government 
being  the  owner  and  administrator  of  so  Urge  a 
portion  of  the  domain  of  nine  States  of  the  Units, 
(being  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole;)  and  most 
increase,  so  long  as  it  remains,  with  (he  increased 
number  and  relative  weight  of  the  new  States. 
They  will  soon  be  increased  to  twelve,  by  the  ad- 
mission of  the  three  Territories,  with  a  correspond, 
ing  increase  of  weight  in  the  Government  The 
Territories,  on  the  contrary,  are  wilhotH  political 
weight;  and,  of  course,  with  the  object  in  view,  it 
would  have  been  preposterous  to  have  included 
them. 

As  li  tie  force  ie  there  in  the  objection,  that  some 
of  the  States  would  not  accept  of  the  cation.  It 
is  possible  that  Ohio  and  Indiana  might  not;  but 
not  probable,  as  the  amount  of  public  land  wiihia 
their  borders  is  inconsiderable,  out  what  of  that! 
Should  it  prove  to  be  the  cue,  what  possible  injury 
could  result?  The  fact  of  net  accepting  would  be 
proof  conclusive  that  the  evil  to  be  removed  acted 
with  but  little  relative  force  in  either,  and  that  tha 
old  system  might  be  left  to  go  on  quietly  in  both, 
until  the  land  within  their  limits  was  all  disposed 
of.  But  the  case  is  very  different  in  the  ether  se- 
ven. In  them,  it  is  in  active  operation-,  and  they 
would  gladly  accept  of  the  Cession,  as  the  only  re- 
medy that  can  reach  the  disease,  consistently  vita 
the  interests  of  alt  concerned. 

I  come  now  to  the  final  objection— that  the  had 
system  is  working  well,  and  that  we  ought  to  adhere 
to  the  old  maxim,  "Let  well  enough  alone.11  1 
say  the  final,  as  it  is  the  last  I  recollect.  If  (at  it 
possible— 1  took  no  notes)  I  have  omitted  to  notice 
any'objection  made  by  the  opponents  of  the  men* 
sure,  1  call  on  them  to  name  it  now,  that  I  may  an- 
swer it  before  I  proceed  to  notice  the  one  jatt 
stated. 

When  I  first  addressed  the  Senate  on  this  stb- 
ject,  at  the  opening  of  the  discussion,  I  adniued 
that  the  system  worked  well  at  first,  bat  1  me* 
limit  the  admission  to  its  earliest  stages.  From  the 
beginning,  it  contained  within  itself  the  seeds  of 
mighty  disorders,  and  of  great  evils  to  theeoasuy, 
if  nothing  should  be  done  to  avert  them.  IT  I  do 
not  greatly  mistake  the  tendency  of  the  system  as  it 
stands,  it  U  to  extinguish  the  Indian  titles  far  mote 
rapidly  than  the  demands  of  our  increasing  pope* 
lation  require,  and  to  disperse  our  population  out 
a  larger  space  than  is  desirable  fer  the  good  of  the 
country.  That  the  former  of  these  evils  exists  it 
reality,  the  proof  is  conclasive;  and  that  it  is  alrea- 
dy the  cauje  of  much  difficulty  and  danger,  and 
that  both  are  rapidly  on  the  increase,  so 
as  to  threaten  the  loss  of  the  lands  themselves,! 
have,  I  trust,  conclusively  shown  in  my  forma  re- 
marks. It  is  sufficient  here  to  repeat,  ia  ordtf  to 
show  that  the  Indian  title  has  been  too  rapidly  ex- 
tinguished, that  the  Govern  ment  has  sold,  from  we 
beginning  of  the  system,  (now  almost  half  a  cen- 
tury,) but  little  more  than  eighty  millions  of  acre* 
and  that  not  less  than  twenty  millions,  probanlyf 
are  held  by  large  holders,  who  purchased  on  spec* 
lation  to  sell  again;  making  the  actual  demand  foe 
land  for  settlement  not  exceeding,  probably,  sixty 
millions  in  that  long  period  of  time.  Bu»,  dsnag 
the  same  period,  the  Indian  title  has  been  aun* 
gui&hed  to  about  three  hundred  and  twenty  mil- 
lions of  acrew,  of  wbich  about  two  hundred  *» 
twenty  six  millions  remain  unsold— exceeding  fow> 
fold  the  demand  for  lands  in  consequence  of  tt* 
increase  of  our  population.  Such  is  the  fakj: 
what  cause  is  it  to  be  attributed?  I  feel  eoaM» 
it  will  be  principally  found  in  the  land  syfW 
itself,  which  has  been  so  indiscriminately  prw 
doring  the  d'scussion.  k 

But,  before  1  proceed  to  assign  my  was***  * 
will  be  proper  to  pause  and  reflect  on  the  inflneMi 
that  the  occupation  of  the  aborigines,  whom  * 
are  so  rapidly  expelling,  has  had,  through  the  ay* 
terioua  dispensation  of  Providence,  on  ike  r**r* 
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rity  and  greatness  of  oar  country.  They  were 
precisely  in  the  condition  most  favorable  to  that 
node  of  settlement  which  was  best  calculated  to 
team  liberty*  civilization,  and  properity.  Had 
they  been  mere  numerous  or  powerful,  the  settle- 
ment of  our  country  would  either  not  have  been 
made  at  all,  or  would  have  bren  by  the  im- 
mediate agency  and  superintendence  of  the  Qo- 
rernmen',  with  a  force  not  only  sufficient  to  expel 
or  subjugate  the  aborigines,  (as  in  Meiico  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  Hindee'an  by  the  English,)  but  also 
safieJeat  to  keep,  the  colonies  in  subjection. 
How  exeat  a  change  such  a  mode  of  settlement 
would  have  made  in  the  destiny  of  onr  country,  is 
sot  necessary  to  be  explained  on  this  occasion. 
Bat,  as  it  was,  they  were  not  too  strong  to  prevent 
settlement  by  hardy  and  enterprising  emigrants, 
inspired,  in  some  instances,  with  a  holy  zeal  to 
preserve  their  religious  faith  in  its  purity;  in  others, 
by  the  love  of  adventure  and  gain;  and  in  all,  with 
a  devotion  to  liberty.  It  is  to  settle  men  is  formed 
by  individuals  so  influenced,  and  thrown,  from  the 
beginning,  on  their  own  resources  almost  exclu- 
sively, that  we  owe  our  enterprise,  energy,  love  of 
liberty,  and  capacity  for  self-government. 

But  there  is  another  consideration,  not  less  im- 
portant, connected  with  the  occupancy  and  condi- 
tion of  the  aborigines.  Had  they  not  existed  at 
all,  or  been  too  weak  to  prevent  our  people  from 
spreading  out  over  the  vast  extent  of  the  continent, 
without  resistance,  or  resistance  too  feeble  to  keep 
them- within  moderate  limit*,  in  the  rapid  and  wide 
outspread  aAergame,  past  urate,  or  choice  spots  on 
which  to  settle  down,  the  far  larger  portion  would 
have  lest  all  the  arts* of  civilize  I  life,  and  become 
feme  herdsmen  and  barbarians,  like  our  ancestors; 
aad  like  them,  in  their  frequent  inundations  over 
southern  Asia  and  Europe,  would  have  or ei flowed 
aad  desolated  the  civilized  agricultural  and  com- 
mercial settlements  along  the  coast,  excepting  such 
as  might  be  protected  by  walls  and  fortifications* 

It  m  to  this  fortunate  combination  of  facts  con* 
■feted  with  the  aboriginal  population,  that  they 
were  not  strong  enough  to  prevent  settlements  in 
the  manner  they  were  actually  formed,  while  they 
were  snJneiently  strong  to  prevent  the  too  rapid 
spread  of  our  population  over  the  continent,  that 
me  nam,  in  a  great  measure,  our  wonderful  suc- 
cess. A  change  in  either  the  one  or  the  other  would 
nave  changed  entirely,  in  all  probability,  the  desti- 
ny of  our  country. 

The  bearing  of  this  digression  on  the  point  under 
consideration  will  be  readily  perceived.  We  have 
grown,  indeed,  to  be  so  powerful,  that  the  aborigi- 
nes can  ho  loLger  resist  us  by  force,  and  when 
there  is  no  danger  that  the  arts  of  civilized  life 
would  be  lost  by  tbe  spreading  out  of  our  popula- 
tion; but  the  aboriginal  population  would  not 
therefore  cease  to  perform  an  important  function 
in  onr  future  growth  and  prosperity,  if  properly 
treated.  They  aie  the  land  wardens  or  keepers  of 
our  public  domain,  until  our  growth  and  increase 
of  population  require  it,  as  the  means  of  new  settle- 
ments. Bnt  till  then,  our  interests,  no  less  than 
justice  to  them,  require  that  their  occupancy  should 
continue;  and  if  the  extinguishment  of  their  title 
ahoaM  continue  to  outrun  the  regular  demand  of 
our  population  for  settlement,  as  rapidly  in  pro- 
portion hereafter,  as  it  has  heretofore,  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  the  confusion  and  difficulty  which 
must  follow.  Those  we  now  experience  are  no- 
thing to  those  which  would  come.  That  such 
mast,  however,  prove  to  be  the  case,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, if  onr  laud  system  continue  as  it  is,  I  hold  to 
be  certain.  The  caose,  as  I  have  said,  is  inherent 
m  the  system  as  it  exists  and,  if  not  corrected,  will 
impel  our  population,  by  its  necessary  operation, 
from  the  States  to  the  Territories,  and  from  them  to 
the  Indian  possessions;  which  I  shall  now  proceed 
to  explain. 

The  system,  as  it  now  stands,  embraces  three 
powerful  causes,  all  of  which  conspire  to  pro- 
dnee  these  results:  pre-emption,  as  proposed  by 
tide  bill,  before  survey  aad  sale  ;  the  auc- 
tion system,  under  its  actual  operation;  and  a  Axed 
minimum  for  ail  the  lands,  be  the  quality  or 
the  time  which  they  hare  been  offered  for  sale 
What  they  may.    They  net  together!  and  joint- 


ly contribute  v>  the  results,  I  have  attribu'ed  to 
them. 

My  friends  from  tbe  new  States,  who  are 
so  much  attached  to  pre-emption,  as  proposed  by 
this  bill,  must  excuse  me  for  speaking  my  opi- 
nion freely  of  their  favorite  measure.  The  con- 
sequences involved  are  too  important  to  keep  si- 
lence. 

What,  then,  is  the  pre-emption  principle?  and 
how  does  it  operate  as  a  part  of  the  existing  land 
system?  It  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  lo  say  to 
every  one,  when  the  .Indian  title  is  extinguished  to 
anew  portion  of  the  public  domain,  that  you  may 
go,  and  search,  and  take  all  the  choice  parts,  the 
fertile  spots,  the  favorable  localities,  the  town  sites, 
or  whatever  other  advantages  any  portion  may 
possess,  at  |l  95  per  acre;  and  that  not  to  ba  paid 
till  tbe  lands  are  offered  at  auction,  which  may 
be  many  years  thereafter.  What,  then,  is  its 
operation,  bat  to  give  pick  and  choice  of  the 
public  domain  to  the  active  and  enterprising,  who 
are  best  acquainted  with  the  tract  or  country  to 
which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguished,  with  the 
speculating  capitalists,  who  may  choose  to  as- 
sociate with  them?  It  is  like  spreading  out  a 
large  table,  having  a  few  choice  and  costly  diihes 
intermixed  with  ordinary  fare,  and  opening  the 
door  to  the  strong,  and  the  few  that  may  be  near- 
est to  rush  in  and  select  the  best  dishes  for  them- 
selves, before  the  others  at  a  distance  can  enter 
and  participate.  And  can  we  wonder,  with  such 
advantages,  that  there  should  be  an  active  and 
powerful  interest  constantly  at  work  to  extin- 
guish the  titles  of  the  Indians  in  rapid  succession, 
without  regard  to  the  demand  of  our  increasing 
population;  to  spread  out  table  after  table,  that 
the  may  gorge  their  appetites  on  the  choicest  dishes, 
and  slake  their  thirst  with  tbe  most  c  sily  wines; 
leaving  the  ordinary  fare,  with  the  crumbs  and 
bcn<»8,  to  the  rest  of  the  community? 

But  this  Is  not  all.  After  this  picking  and  choos- 
ing, under  the  pre-emption,  as  it  has  heretofore 
operated,  and  wh  ch  it  is  now  proposed  to  make 
prospective  and  perpetua1,  cemes  the  anctioa  sys- 
tem, that  is,  the  sales  of  the  lands  at  vendue  t«  the 
highest  bidder.  Nothing  could  be  more  just  and 
equal,  if  fairly  carried  out;  but  it  is  notorious  that 
the  very  opposite  it  the  case  under  its  actual  ope- 
ration. Instead  of  leaving  the  lands  to  be  disposed 
of  to  the  bids  of  individuals,  according  to  their  con- 
ception of  the  value  of  each  tract,  the  whole  is  ar- 
ranged beforehand,  by  combinations  0/  powerful  and 
maltky  individuals,  to  take  the  choice  of  the,  labds 
left  by  the  pre-emptioners,  and  to  run  down  all  in- 
dividual competition,  so  that  no  one  can  obtain 
what  he  wants  without  joining  them;  and  thus 
another  powerful  interest  is  united  with  the  forovr, 
to  extinguish  the  Indian  title— to  spread  out  another 
table. 

Tbe  next  features  of  the  system  so  much  lauded 
operates  the  same  way — I  refer  to  what  is  called 
the  minimum  price;  that  is,  of  fixing  one  invaria- 
ble price  of  $1  25  an  acre  for  all  lands  not  sold  at 
auction,  without  regard,  as  has  been  said,  to  quality, 
or  the  time  it  has  been  in  market.  The  effect  of 
this,  with  a  quantity  on  band  to  which  the  Indian 
title  is  extinguished  so  far  exceeding  the  demand 
of  the  community,  is  to  sink  the  value  of  all  the 
unsold  land  which  has  not  been  offered  at 
auction,  to  a  price  below  the  minimum,  except 
a  small  portion  of  the  best,  which  is  annu- 
ally purchased.  Taking  the  aggregate  of  the 
whole  of  the' lands  in  the  new  States,  it  would, 
according  to  its  estimated  present  value  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Land*,  not  be  worth, 
on  an  average,  more  than  16s  cents  per  acre.  The 
result  is,  that  no  one  is  willing  to  give  the  minimum 
for  the  inferior  or  less  valuable  portion.  Hence 
comes  that  great  and  growing  evil,  of  occupancy 
without  purchasing;  which  threatens  the  loss  of  the 
public  domain,  unless  arrested  by  some  speedy  and 
decisive  remedy.  It  has  already  extended  far  be- 
yond what  is  thought  of  by  those  who  have  not 
looked  into  the  subject,  and  is  si  ill  rapidly  pro- 
gressing. I  have  taken  some  pains  to  ascertain  to 
what  extent  it  has  extended  in  two  of  the  States 
—Illinois  and  Alabama.  It  is  probable  that  there 
are  not  less  than  thirty  thousand  voters  in  those 
States,  residing  on  peblsc  lands  an  mere  occupants, 


without  title.  In  a  single  Congressional  district  in 
Alabama,  there  are,  by  estimate,  six  thousand  vo- 
ters. Bnt,  as  great  as  this  evil  is,  it  is  not  all. 
The  fixed  minimum  price  co-operates  with  the  pre- 
emption and  auction  systems  to  impel  emigrants, 
espically  cf  the  more  wealthy  class,  to  turn  from 
the  States  to  the  Territories,  where  the  land  has 
been  less  culled  over;  aod  from  the  Territories  to 
the  Indian  lands,  for  the  same  reason;  thus  urging 
forward  our  population  farther  and  farther,  and 
driving  before  them  the  Indian  tribes,  unmindful 
of  the  dispensation  of  a  kind  Providence,  which 
placed  them  as  a  restraint  on  tbe  too  rapid  disper- 
sion of  our  population. 

There  is  another  and  powerful  cause  co-operat- 
ing to  the  same  result,  which  must  not  be  passed 
unnoticed.  I  refer  to  the  vast  expenditures  in 
the  last  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  in  holding  treaties 
with  tbe  Indians,  and  in  extinguishing  their  titles, 
including  reservations,  and  removing  them  to  the 
West;  equaling,  in  some  instances,  the  fee-simple 
value  of  the  lands,  and  in  many  others  not  much 
less.  These  immense  expenditures,  amount- 
ing, in  the  period  specified,  I  know  not  to  how 
many  millions,  (not  less,  certainly,  than  forty  or 
fifty,)  have  made  such  treaties  a  great  money 
making  affair,  the  profits  of  which  have  been  di- 
vided between  influential  Indian  chieftains  and 
their  white  associates,  and  have  greatly  contributed 
not  only  to  increase  the  force  of  the  other  causes  in 
the  too  rapid  extinguishment  of  Indian  titles,  but  to 
diffuse  widely  the  baneful  spirit  of  speculation. 

Sach  are  the  inherent  defects  of  the  system,  and 
the  results  to  which  they  have  led,  and  must  conti- 
nue to  lead,  so  long  as  it  can  find  subjects  on  which 
to  operate,  if  not  remedied.  The  measure  I  have 
proposed  would  apply  an  efficient  remedy,  as  far 
as  the  public  lands  in  the  new  States  are  concerned. 
Tbe  combined  action  of  graduation  and  pre  emo- 
tion applied  to  lands  whkh  have  been  offered  for 
sale,  as  provided  for  by  the  amend  tr.ent  I  offered, 
would,  in  a  few  years,  convert  the  occupants  with* 
out  title  into  freeholders;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it 
would  tend  powerfully  to  prevent  the  population  of 
the  new  8 talcs  from  emigrating,  and  turn  towards 
those  tbe  tide  of  emigration  from  the  old  States,  and, 
to  the  same  extent,  counteract  the  too  rapid  spread- 
ing out  of  our  population,  and  extinguishment  of 
the* titles  of  the  Indians.  But  nothing  can  effectu- 
ally remedv  the  defects  of  the  system,  but  a  radical 
change.  What  that  ought  to  be,  would  require 
much  reflection  to  determine  satisfactorily;  bat  it 
seems  to  me,  on  the  bett  reflection  I  can  give  ir, 
that  if,  in  lieu  of  public  sales  at  auction,  a  system 
af  graduation  an  I  pre  emption  had  been  introduced 
from  the  first,  fixing  a  maximum  price  suffi- 
ciently high  when  the  lands  are  first  offered  for 
sale,  and  descending  gradually,  at  short  intervals 
of  one  or  two  yean,  to  the  present  minimum  price, 
and  then  in  the  manner  proposed  in  the  measure 
which  I  have  brought  forward,  giving  the  right  of 
pre-emption  at  every  stage,  from  firu  to  last,  to  the 
settlers,  it  would  have  averted  most  of  the  evil*  in- 
cident to  the  present  system,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
have  increased  the  revenue  from  the  lands.  It 
wou'd  have  checked  the  spirit  of  speculation,  con- 
centrated our  population  within  the  proper  limit?, 
preven.ed  the  too  rapid  extinguishment  of  Indian 
titles,  and  terminated  our  owner>hip  and  adminis- 
tration of  the  lands  in  the  new  States,  by  disposing 
cf  them  within  a  mi  derate  period  of  time,  and  pre- 
vented most  of  the  mis-chievoos  consequences  which 
have  been  experienced.  The  introduction  of  such 
a  change,  or  some  such,  founded  on  the  same  prin- 
ciples, in  reference  to  lands  not  yet  offered  for  sale 
in  the  Territories,  and  the  portion  of  the  public  do* 
main  lying  beyond,  and  lo  which  the  Indian  title  is 
not  yet  extinguished,  would,  in  combination  with 
the  mea&ure  1  have  proposed,  go  far  to  restore  tbe 
system  to  a  healthy  action,  and  put  a  s'op  to  tbe 
farther  progress  of  the  evil,  and  remedy,  in  a  great 
measure,  those  already  caused.  I  throw  out  these 
'suggestions  for  reflection,  without  intending  to  pro- 
pose any  other  measure,  except  tbe  one  I  have 
already. 

[Mr.  Mangum  not  having  published  his  speech, 
the  residue  of  Mr.  Calhoun's,  noticing  his  remarks, 
is  omitted.— Rsroana.] 
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APPftNBlX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


86th  Coitg""2hd  Sect. 


Treasury  Note  BUI — Mr.  Reynolds. 


At  the  conclasion  of  the  debate,  and  just  before 
the  vote  was  taken  on  bis  proposition  to  dispose  of 
the  public  lands  to  the  new  States  in  which  they 
are  situated,  upon  certan  conditions,  Mr.  Cal- 
■odn  rose  in  bis  place,  and  read  from  Oales  and 
Beaton's  Reguter  of  Debates,  In  support  of  his  po- 
sition, the  following  eitract  from  the  speech  of 
Mr.  John  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  8  ates,  in  March,  182C,  in  reply  to  Ge- 
neral Harrison,  in  Ohio;  the  subject  of  the  Cum- 
berland road  being  under  consideration: 

"Mr.  Randolph  again  rose,  and  amid:  The  gentleman  ia  mie» 
taken  if  ha  auppoeea  thai  1  begrudge  the  people  from  Ohio  the 
lands  within  the  hotly  of  Ohio.  I  wish  that  erery  new  State 
had  all  the  landa  within  the  State,  that,  in  the  shape  of  receiver, 
ahlpt  and  other  ways,  theee  Statee  might  not  be  broucht  under 
the  Influence  of  this  ten  miles  square.  In  other  word*  I  wieh 
that  all  the  patronage  of  the  land  office  waa  in  the  hands  of  the 
Individual  Statee,  and  not  in  the  hande  of  the  General  Govern* 
menl  lam  the  friend  of  State  right*,  aad  will  -cut  down  the 
patronage  of  thia  General  Government,  which  baa  increased,  ia 
increasing,  and  must  be  diminished;  or  we,  the  Statee,  shall  be 
not  only  thorn  of  our  beam*,'  air,  but  'abolished  quite.' " 

Mr.  Benton  then  rose,  and  read  the  following 
extract  from  a  speech  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  on  the 
same  subject,  delivered  in  the  Senate  on  the  18th 
of  May,  1826: 

"Mr.  Van  Buren  sals':  The  subject  of  the  public  landa  was 
becoming  daily  more  and  more  Interesting,  and  would  occupy 
*i  time  Id  legislation.    It  extended  the  patronage  of  the  Go- 


vernment over  these  Statee  to  a  great  extent;  it  subjected  the 
Statee  in  which  those  lands  were  situated  to  an  unwise  and  un- 
profitable dependence  on  the  Federal  Government  Mr.  V.  B. 
said  he  should  vote  for  every  call  on  that  subject,  to  enable 
them  at  some  future  day  to  act  underatandingly  on  it.  No  man 
could  render  the  country  a  greater  service  than  he  whe  ahould 
device  some  plan  by  which  the  United  Statee  might  be  relieved 
from  the  ownership  of  this  property,  by  seme  equitable  mode. 
He  would  vote  for  a  proposition  to  vest  the  lands  In  the  States 
in  which  they  stood,  on  some  just  and  equitable  terms  as  re- 
lated to  the  other  States  of  the  Confederacy.  He  hoped  that, 
after  having  full  information  ou  the  subject,  they  would  be  able 
to  effect  that  great  object.  He  believed  that  If  those  lands  were 
disposed  ef  at  once  to  the  several  States,  it  would  be  satisfac- 
tory to  all." 

Mr.  Bxntov  also  read  from  the  Senate  Journal 
of  May  30, 1626,  the  following  motion,  as  having 
been  submitted  by  Mr.  Tazewell  of  Virginia  to  the 
effect  as  stated: 

"Mr.  Tazewell  submitted  the  following  motion: 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  for  the  United  States  to  cede 
and  surrender  to  the  several  States,  within  whose  limits  the 
same  may  be  situated,  all  the  right,  title,  and  Interest  of  the 
United  States,  to  any  lands  lying  and  being  within  the  bounda- 
riee  of  such  Statee,  respectively,  upon  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  may  bo  consistent  with  the  due  observance  of  the  pub* 
lie  faith,  and  with  the  general  interest  of  the  United  Siatea." 

On  the  subject  of  graduating  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  Mr.  Tazewell  said,  in  1828,  in  his 
place  in  the  Senate: 

"That  he  was  pleased  with  the  plan  of  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Bbkton)  but  he  thought  it  ought  to  extend  far- 
ther. He  would  wish  to  have  the  arrant ement  something  like 
thi :  while  the  lands  are  at  the  highest  minimum,  one  dollar, 
allow  the  actual  settlers  to  have  the  pre-emption  right  at  seven- 
ty.flve  cents*,  when  they  are  at  seventy  five  cents,  allow  actual 
settlers  to  enter  them  at  fifty  cents,  and  so  on  down  to  the  low* 
esc  This,  he  thoueht,  would  be  productive  of  a  good  effect,  as 
It  would  be  a  continued  encouragement  to  actual  settlers,  and 
give  them  an  advantage  over  other  purchasers." 

After  the  reading  of  these  exiracs,  the  vote 
was  taken  on  Mr.  Calhoun's  proposition  as 
submitted  by  Mr.  Young,  and  resulted  a*  fol- 
lows: 

YEaS— Messrs.  Allen  and  Tappan  of  Ohio,  Anderson  and 
Nicholson  of  Tennessee,  Benton  and  Linn  of  Missouri,  Calhoun 
ef  South  Carolina,  Clay  and  King  of  Alabama,  Fulton  and  Se- 
vier of  Arkansas,  Lumpkin  of  Georgia,  Mouton  and  Nicholas 
of  Louisiana,  Norvell  of  Michigan,  Pierce  of  New  Hampshire, 
Roane  of  Virginia,  Robinson  and  Young  of  Illinois,  and  Walk- 
er okMisslssippi— 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Hates  and  Webster  of  Maesaehueetta,  Bay- 
ard and  Clayton  of  Delaware,  Ducbanan  and  Sturgeon  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Clay  and  Critteoden  of  Kentucky,  Dixon  and  Knight 
of  Rhode  Island,  Graham  and  Mangum  of  North  Carolina, 
Henderson  of  Mississippi,  Hubbard  of  New  Hampshire,  Hunt- 
ington and  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Ker  anil  Merrick  of  Mary- 
land, Phelps  and  Prentiss  of  Vermont,  Porter  of  Michigan. 
Preston  of  South  Carolina,  Rives  of  Virginia,  Ruggl  s  and 
Williams  of  Maine,  Smith  aad  White  of  Indiana,  Southard  and 
Wall  of  New  Jersey,  and  Tallniadge  aud  Wright  of  New 
York-31. 

Of  the  eighteen  Senators  from  the  nine  new  States, 
fourteen  voted  for  the  amendment;  and  four; 
Messrs.  Smith  end  Wh.tk  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Him* 
person  of  Mississippi,  and  Mr.  Porter  of  Michi- 
gan, voted  against  it. 

IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

26th  Conqrbss  and  2d  saaaiON,  January  30. 1841. 
Submitted  by  Mr.  YOUNG,  of  Illinois,  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 
Mr.  Calhoun's  Land  Bill,  to  dispose  of  the  public  lands 

to  the  new  States  in  which  they  are  situated. 

Proposed  by  Mr.  YOUNG  as  an  amendment  submitted  by  Mr. 
OaiTTUNDBN,  to  recommjt,  with  certain  instructions,,  the  bill 
(8.  28)  'Ho  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre-emption 
system  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  public  lands  who  shall  in* 
habit  and  cultivate  the  same,  and  labe  a  log  cabin  thereon," 
Tte  Strike  oat  so  after  the  word  "report,"  in  (be  •tcood 


ltn*»,  and  insert  the  following  as  an  amendment  to  the  origi- 
nal bill: 

A  provision  to  dispose  of  the  public  lands  within  the  limits 
of  the  new  States,  to  the  following  effect: 

That  all  the  public  lands  within  the  States  of  Alabama,  Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio, 
and  Mich  iff  an,  with  the  exceptions  of  the  cites  of  fortifications, 
navy  and  dock  yards,  arsenals,  magazines,  and  all  other  public 
buildings,  shall,  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-two,  be  disposed  of  to  the  Suites  within  the  limits  of 
which  they  are  respectively  situated,  they  having  previously 
complied  with  the  following  conditions: 

First.  That  the  said  Statee  shall  severally  nasi  acts,  to  be 
irrevocable,  that  they  will  monthly,  as  the  sales  of  the  said  lands 
shall  progress,  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Statee,  at  the 
most  convenient  places  of  deposits,  and  to  such  officer  as  may 
be  appointed  to  receive  the  eame,  sixty  five  per  cent,  on  the 
gross  amount  of  the  aales  of  auch  lands,  including,  under  salee 
grants,  and  donations  by  the  States,  estimating  the  lands  at  the 
selling  price  at  the  time  of  the  grant  or  donation,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  February  of  each  succeeding  year. 

Secondly.  That  the  minimum  price,  as  now  fixed  by  law,  shall 
remain  unchanged  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  aforesaid;  but, 
after  that  period,  the  price  may  be  red  need  by  the  Statee  re* 
apectlvely,  according  to  the  following  scale:  all  lands  theretofore 
offered  at  public  sale,  and  then  remaining  unsold  ten  years  or 
upward,  preceding  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  aforesaid,  may  be 
reduced  by  said  States  to  a  price  not  less  than  one  dollar  per 
acre;  and  all  lands  that  may  have  been  offered  at  public  sale, 
and  remaining  unsold  fifteen  yeata  or  upward,  preceding  the 
eaid  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty -two,  may 
thereafter  be  reduced  by  eaid  States  to  a  price  not  teat  than 
seventy-five  cents  per  acre;  and  all  lands  tbat  may  have  been  of- 
fered  at  public  site,  and  remaining  unsold-twenty  years  or  up- 
ward, preceding  the  said  thirtieth  nay  of  Jane,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-two,  may  then  be  reduced  by  said  States  to  a  price  not 
less  than  fifty  cents  per  acre;  and  all  lands  that  may  have  been 
offered  at  public  sale,  and  remaining  unsold  twenty  five  years  or 
upward,  preceding  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-two,  may  thereafter  be  reduced  by  eaid  States  to 
a  price  not  lees  than  twenty-five  cents  per  acre;  and  all  1  <nds  that 
may  have  been  offered  at  public  sale,  and  remaining  unsold 
thirty  years  or  upward,  preceding  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  for'.y  two,  shall  be  ceded  immediately  to 
the  Slates  In  which  said  lands  are  situate:  Provided,  That  all 
lands  which  shall  remain  unsold  after  having  been  offered  at 
public  eale  for  ten  years,  and  which  do  not  tome  under  the 
above  provisions,  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  preemp- 
t  on,  graduation,  and  disposition  aforesaid,  at  the  respective 
ptenods  of  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  twenty-five,  and  thirty  years, 
after  eaid  sale,  commencing  from  the  expiration  of  ten  years 
after  the  eame  had  been  offered  at  public  sale. 

'I  hirdly .  That  the  lauds  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  legal  sub* 
divisions  in  the  sale  and  survey  as  is  now  provided  by  law,  re- 
serving for  each  township  and  fractional  township  the  sixteenth 
section,  or  the  substitute,  for  the  use  of  schools,  as  heretofore  pro- 
vided by  law;  and  the  land  not  yet  offered  for  eale,  shall  be  first 
offered  by  the  State  at  public  auction,  except  in  cases  of  pre* 
efnption,  and  be  sold  for  cash  only,  in  the  manner  now  provided 
by  law.  And  any  land  now  or  hereafter  remaining  unsold  after 
the  same  shall  have  been  offered  at  sale  at  public  auction,  shall 
be  subject  to  entry  for  cash  only,  according  to  the  graduation 
which  may  be  fixed  by  the  States  respectively,  under  the  provi* 
alons  of  this  act;  and  that  the  acta  of  Congress  which  may  be  in 
force  at  the  time  of  assenting  to  this  act  shall  remain  uncharged, 
except  as  modified  by  this  act,  unless  with  the  assent  of  don* 
areas:  Provided,  That  any  of  said  lands  may.  after  they  shall 
have  become  subject  to  private  entry,  be  sold  at  the  option  of 
the  purchaser,  in  quarter  quarter  sections,  without  any  limita- 
tion whatever. 

Fourth.  This  disposition  of  the  public  lands,  together  with 
the  portion  of  the  sales  to  be  retained  by  the  States  respective- 
ly, under  the  provisions  of  this  act,shall  lie  in  full  of  the  five  per 
cent,  fund,  or  anv  pari  thereof,  not  already  accrued  to  any  State; 
and  the  said  State  shall  be  exclusively  liable  for  all  charges 
that  may  hereafter  arise  from  the  surveys,  sales,  and  manage- 
ment oithe  public  lands,  and  extinguishment  of  Indian  title 
within  the  limisof  said  States,  respectively. 

Fifth.  That,  on  a  failure  to  comply  with  any  of  the  above 
conditions,  or  a  violation  of  the  same,  on  the  part  of  any  of  the 
said  Stat**,  the  cession  herein  made  to  the  State  failing  to  com- 
pi  y  with  or  violating  said  conditions,  shall  be  thereby  rendered 
null  and  void;  and  all  grants  or  titles  thereafter  made  by  said 
State,  for  any  portion  of  the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of 
the  same,  ceded  by  this  act,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  declared  to 
be,  null  and  vifd,  and  of  no  effect  whatever. 

Sao.  2.  And  belt  further  enacted,  That,  upon  every  induc- 
tion in  the  prices  of  said  landa,  which  shall  take  place  by  the 
graduating  process  of  this  bill,  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States  in  which  the  lands  are  situated  shall,  at  their  discretion, 
have  power  to  grant  to  the  respective  ©ecu ranis  or  settlers  up- 
on any  of  said  landa,  rights  of  pre-emption  at  auch  graduated  or 
reduced  prices;  which  rights  shall  extend  to  a  peri  4  of  ninety 
days  from  and  after  the  dates  at  which  the  respective  gradua- 
tions shall  take  place;  and  anv  landa  not  taken  up  by  the  respec- 
tive oscupants  or  settlers  within  that  period,  shall  be  liable  to 
be  entered  or  purchased  by  any  other  person,  until  the  next 

f;raduadon  or  reduction  in  price  shall  take  place,  when  it  shall, 
I  not  previously  purchased,  be  again  subject  to  the  right  of  pre- 
emption for  ninety  days,  as  before;  and  so  on,  from  time  to 
time,  as  said  reductions  snail  take  place. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  the  Pre* 
sident  of  the  United  States  shall  be  officially  notified  that  any 
of  the  States  aforesaid  has  passed  an  act  in  compliance  with 
the  above  conditions,  it  shall  be  his  duty,  after  the  thirtieth  day 
of  June  aforesaid,  or  forth  with  after  the  passage  of  said  act,  if 
passed  subsequent  to  that  period,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he 
shall  think  pioper  to  cloee  the  land  offices,  including  the  survey- 
ing department,  within  the  limits  of  said  State:  and  that  the 
commissions  of  all  officers -connected  therewith  snail  expire  on 
a  day  to  be  fixed  by  him.  but  whichday  shall  not  be  beyond  six 
•  months  after  the  thirtieth  day  o.'  June  aforesaid,  or,  if  subse* 
quent  thereto,  from  the  day  he  received  the  official  notification 
of  the  passage  of  said  act. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  on  such  notification 
being  made,  the  eaid  State  shall  be  relieved  from  all  com- 
pacts, acta,  or  ordinances,  imposing  restrictions  on  the  right  of 
said  State  to  tax  any  lands  by  her  authority  subsequent  to  the 
sale  thereof,  ceded  by  this  act;  and  all  maps,  dties.  records, 
hooka  dftfnmtntt.  and  naiMrs.  in  thn  flantral  Land  Offlca  at 


Washington,  relative  to  said  lands,  or  duplicate!  thereof  -»£_ 
the  originals  cannot  properly  be  traasfsrred,  iball  beajbie*^ 
the  order  and  disposition  of  the  Executive  of  raid  few  b 
such  manner  as  the  Legislature  of  said  fluuei  may  ttsoSSS 
appoint.  •      ,7 

Sao.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  hnfcef  ta&Urtfsl 
States  within  the  limits  Of  the  State  of  Tenneawe,  watt  ihtjT 
ceptions  enumerated  in  the  first  section  of  ihiiacL  -AiiltTiu) 
the  same  are  hereby,  ceded  to  said  State.  ^^ 

Sbc.6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  stey-ireatr 
cent  of  the  proceeds  of  tb^salea,hsnlff  secured  to  feo-dija 
the  United  States,  shall  be  set  apart  and  exclusively  ippUriio 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  and  the  erection  of  soeafcrti- 
fications  for  the  general  defence  of  the  country,  at  Coons* 
may  by  law  hereafter  order  and  direct  ^*^ 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  REYNOLDS,    I 

OF  ILLINOIS,  ^ 

In  the  House  of  RtprueiUativtt,  Februery  5, 1841- 

In  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  Treason 

note  bill. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  addressed  the  committee  « 
follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  Although  I  admire  the  eloquence 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  North  CaroJiaa; 
[Mr.  Rayker,]  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  yet  1 
cannot  subscribe  to  the  principles  contained  it 
many  of  his  remarks.  He  observed  he  vosld 
have  no  confidence  in  the  party  to  snsisin  and  sop. 
port  the  principles  and  doctrines  of  Stale  rights, 
who  would  commit  sueb  political  fins  as  thevdil 
in  the  case  of  the  Mw  Jersey  e/ectem. 

Whenever  it  becomes  necessary  to  discuss  poW* 
c*l  subjects  from  the  atoms*  in  Illinois,  I  take  ike 
New  Jersey  ejections  as  my  text,  to  denfoostfiie  to 
the  people  that  one  party  did  right,  and  the  other  did 
wrong,  in  these  elections.  I  charge  no  eflrraptioa 
in  the  action  of  Ihu  Heme;  but  to  tone  of  the  ac- 
tors in  New  Jersey  I  think  at  least  a  suspicion,  to* 
larably  well  founded,  might  Attach.  Tbat  a  majo- 
rity of  the  votes  in  that  election  were  riven  for  the 
Democratic  member*,  all  admit.  TheGovermrof 
New  Jersey,  like  others,  mast  have  seen  and  ism 
these  facts;  yet,  nevertheless,  he  gave  rhe  cerises* 
and  asal  to  the  party  having  the  minority  of  votea 
These  being  the  fads  before  the  House  ia  tat  at- 
tested election,  the  decision  was  rendered  ■&> 
vor  of  the  majority  of  votes  and  the  presentee* 
bers  of  New  Jersey  thereby  obtained  tbeirsai. 
So  soon  as  the  present  political  enntesttK^aat 
arises  oat  of  other  causes  in  the  State  of  New  Js> 
aby  sobfides,  and  the  .people,  in  their  cool  ana  «> 
fleeting  moments  shall  act  on  this  ea«e,  taryei 
give  the  same  judgment  in  favor  of.  tseawjan*/ 
governing,  as  the  House  of  Representatives  did  ha" 
session.  I  might  ask  in  mm  what  would  'Ann 
Righ's"  eapect  at  the  hands  of  a  party  ahoroW 
for  a  minoriiy  to  govern?  Stale  and  national  rie>a 
both  woulJ  be  in  a  very  precarious  situation,  if  si* 
nor i ties  govern  majorities. 

The  gnat  aeai  <f  New  Jersey  reemed  to  atst 
with  some  as  much  power  in  this  controvery  as  let 
pail  sopher's  stone  with  its  devotees.  4  snl  tils- 
out  the  majority  ooght  to  have  no  more  virtue  that 
the  aforesaid  "Atone." 

-  I  will  relate  a  case  that  took  place  ia  JZagttad, 
pei haps  in/etttfoi  limes.  I  state  it,  beams  atosst 
all  around  me,  and  who  are  honoring  aw  witfc  their 
attention,  more  than  I  deserve,  are  lawyer* 

It  bad  been  established  in  England,  is  acoaft  of 
justice,  and  recorded,  that  a  certain  peisoa  vftf 
dead.  Afterwards,  it  became  necesaari,  oa  tat 
trial  of  another  cause  in  court,  to  prove  the  dew 
of  this  person.  The  record,  and  the  rreoi  icsi  •> 
tached  to  it,  were  produced  in  conn;  bnttoanig 
hold  t  at  the  trial;  the  man.  who  had  been  *rt*j| 
to  be  dead,  appealed  in  foil  life  ia  opencoajtW 
question  was,  must  the  record  or  the  man  UaW 
be  believed? 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  our  country  (lUinoit)  *j 
would  rather  believe  the  man  than  the  record  aw 
seal.  In  New  Jersey,  perhaps  with  a  piny  * 
might  be  otherwise. 

FLORIDA   WAR. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Up  gentleman  [Mr.  lUnrttJ  to- 
day, and  the  Whig  party  on  all  occasions,  cfcaflJJ 
the  Administration  with  remissness  and  ***** 
energy  and  capacity  in  carrying  on  the  fw* 
war. 

It  is  often  suaed  that  "a  few  squaws  ft**** 
miserable,  starved  Indians"  hold  out  t^pest  ajUM 
power  of  the  United  State*}  "this  if  4»  «W* 
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H.'ot  Reps. 


cat  of  alLM  -  This  is  requiring  s  brave  and  efficient 
army,  commanded  by  as  courageous  and  gal'ant 
omcers  as  ever  existed,  to  conquer  ihe  elements 
themselves*  It  is  extremely  easy  to  lire  in  gay 
and  fashionable  society  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
and  make  speeches  against  the  Florida  war,  rather 
than  to  be  wet  and  hungry,  and  perhaps  sick,  hunt- 
.  iag  down  the  Indians  in  the  swamps  and  ham- 
mocks of  that  country. 

All  classes  of  troops  have  been  employed  in  this 
service  at  various  time*.  Part  of  the  regular 
arm/,  with  many  of  the  gallant  officers  who  have 
gained  for  themselves  and  country  immortal  honor 
in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  haa  been  en- 
gaged in  this  service.  They  have  exerted  ih.ir 
accustomed  bravery  and  energy,  but  without  suc- 
cess, as  they  were  opposed  by  insurmountable  ob- 
stacles Volunteer  corps  ot  citizen  soldiers  were 
also  enlisted  into  this  service,  and  the  same  result 
attended  their  efforts.  The  brave  and  meritorious 
Gentry  of  Missouri,  with  many  other  .gallant  men, 
were  tlain  in  these  efforts. 

Oar  troops  in  Florida  were  compelled  to  over- 
come enemies  to  which  the  Indian  force  was  in- 
significant, and  even  contemptible.  They  were 
forced  to  war  against  the  elements,  the  swamps, 
hammocks,  and  sickness  of  the  country,  and 
in  the  summer  were  constrained  to  yield  the 
field  to  malignant  disease  against  which  human 
power  cannot  contend.  Many  of  the^e  brave  men 
are  now  lingering  ont  an  existence  made  wretched 
by  disease,  contracted  in  this  country  in  the  war. 

The  great  Napoleon  himself,  who  was  the  prodigy 
of  all  human  creation,  and  wa«  at  the  head  of  the 
finest  army  the  world  ever  saw,  was  also  defeated 
ia  Russia  J>y  the  elements.  The  pony  power  of 
man  most  yield  to  the  laws  of  nature.  .No  matter 
if  the  man  be  the  greatest  of  his  race,  and  has  com- 
aaaad  over  the  greatest  military  nation  that  ever 
existed,  as  was  the  case  with  Bonaparte;  yet  he 
cannot  war  with  success  against  the  laws  of 
Heaven. 

It  ia  doing  the  brave  and  gallant  army  of  the 
United  States  great  injustice  to  make  these  serious 
charges  against  them,  without  the  least  foundation 
whatever. 

FBoscaiFTioir. 

The  gentleman  from  Nonb  Carolina  expresses 
no  doubt  the  sentiments  of  the  whole  Whig  party, 
that  the  diplomatic  corps  of  our  Government  in 
Kuopc  will  be  recalled,  and  others  sent  in  their 
places. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  not  if  the  Opposition 
party  have  changed  their  principles;  but  they  have 
changed  their  expressions.  Nothing  was  so  horrid 
to  them,  last  year,  as  "proscription  for  opinion's 
sake."  Now,  after  the  election,  it  seems  to  be 
with  them  the  only  true  and  orthodox  doctrine.  It 
is  strange  how  victories  will  change  expressions. 

It  was  charged  on  the  Administration  that  an 
army  of  office  holders  were  supporting  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  efforts  were  made  in  both  Houses 
of  Congress  to  deprive  office  holders  from  exercis- 
ing the  privileges  of  freemen;  to  disfranchise  and 
gafc  them. 

But  the  scene  has  changed.  An  army  of  office 
holders  for  the  Harrison  Administration  are  to  be 
enlisted,  and  placed  in  power.  I  do  not  suppose 
any  effort  will  be  made  to  disfranchise  or  gag  this 
r  Federal  army.    Time  will  determine. 


WBAK  TRBUSUST. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  Opposition  party  charge  the 
Administration  with  misrule,  and  other  words  more 
criminal,  for  the  want  of  money  in  the  Treasury. 
Jeremiah,,  of  olden  times,  would  be  ashamed  of 
bis  lamentations  were  he  here  to  hear  the  modern 
Whigs  mourning  over  the  distresses  of  the  people, 
on  account  of  a  weak  Treasury.  0.  K.  Ortal  Ka- 
Janriry.  Them  crocodile  tears  generally  flow  from 
die  eyes  of  those  that  wish  to  live  on  the  work  and 
labor  of  others,  through  the  medium  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  therefore  think  it  a  gieat  crime  in  Govern- 
ment to  be  scarce  of  Treasury  pep. 

It  is  the  proudest  bsast  of  a  Republic  to  have  a 
wealthy  and  happy  people,  and  a  weak  Trea- 
sury* A  deficit  is  better  than  a  surplus.  Tbe 
aaaoont  of  money  which  might  be  needed  in 
•  tbe  Treasury,  is  with  the  people,  in  useful  opera- 
tions.   The  people  make  more  with  it  than  the  in- 


terest we  pay  on  the  Treasury  notes,  and  the  Go- 
vernment is  more  prudent  and  economical  in  ex- 
penditures when  the  Treasury  is  low. 

TRKASUAY  N0TXS. 

I  am  not  at  all  opposed  to  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and,  I 
think,  more  than  five  millions  would  be  preferable 
to  that  amount. 

Some  gentleman  say  it  is  unconstitutional  to  is- 
sue these  notes,  and  that  a  loan  is  constitutional. 
This  seems  a  nice  distinction.  The  difference  be- 
tween a  loan  and  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  might 
form  an  excellent  subject  for  a  critical  discussion, 
in  some  of  the  learned  colleges  and  seminaries.  A 
professor  of  logic  might  test 'the  talents  of  his  pu- 
pil* for  acuteness  and  precision  in  ascertaining  the 
difference.  For  all  practical  purposes  the  opera- 
tion must  be  the  same.  Tbe  credit  and  responsi- 
bility of  the  Government  is  nsed  in  both  cases,  and 
in  my  opinion,  the  Constitution  stands  as  fail  for 
one  mode  as  the  other. 

Some  have  most  singular  notions  of  the  Con- 
stitution. They  contend  that  it  is  constitutional  in 
the  crisis  of  a  war  to  issue  such  notes,  and  in  peace 
the  Constitution  knows  no  such  power.  It  seems 
to  me  the  Constitution  remains  the  same  stem  and 
unchangeable  instrument  in  war  as  well  as  in 
peace. 

A  sufficient  amount  of  notes  should  be  issued  to 
improve  the  harbors  around  our  coasts,  and  to  com- 
plete our  national  works.  It  is  economy  and  a 
saving  to  the  Government  to  continue  these  works 
rather  than  to  see  them  tumble  into  ruins,  and  the 
materials  and  implements  destroyed.  Among  these 
national  works  I  would  expect  to  see  completed  the 
Cumberland  road,  which  is  a  work  my  constitu* 
ents  also  would  be  extremely  well  pleased  to  see 
finished. 

I  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  talents  and 
integrity  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jonas  of  Virginia,  the 
chair  nan  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
He  is  not  warped  astray  by  party  rrejudice,  but  is 
firm  to  tbe  true  interest  and  honor  of  the  country, 
and  such  amount  of  Treasury  notes  as  he  deems 
necessary  and  proper  for  the  present  wants  of  the 
Government,  I  wilt  sustain.  The  whole  amount  is 
but  trifling  when  compared  with  the  wealth  and 
great  resources  of  the  country. 

prosperity  op  ran  ooustrt. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  be  permitted  to  exhibit  a 
small  portion  of  the  resources  of  the  people. 

I  do  this  for  various  considerations,  which  I  will 
maVe  koown  before  I  close  my  remarks. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ex- 
hibits an  excess  of  exports  over  the  imports  of  the 
last  year  of  #26,766,059. 

The  Secretary  further  says: 

The  excess  of  exports  is  not  only  more  than  evsr  was  known 
before,  butquite  three  fold  greater." 

This  is  proof  that  cannot  be  controverted,  that 
the  substantial  wealth  and  resources  of  the  nation 
have  increased  last  year  more  than  in  any  former 
year.    Does  this  look  like  distress? 

In  the  whole  ration  of  the  Northwest,  and  other 
sections  of  the  Union,  the  products  of  an  indus- 
trious and  virtuous  people  are  astonishing,  and 
would  not  obtain  our  belief,  if  they  were  not  taken 
from  official  and  correct  data. 

In  the  State  of  Illinois,  taken  from  the  census,  we 
find  the  people  in  that  State  have  the  last  year  on 
hand  the  following  products: 
Wheat 


Corn 

Oats 

Potatoes 

Neat  cattle 

Hogs 

Sheep 

Coal 

Salt 

Lead 


9,302,956  bushels 
19,626,904      " 
3,795,500      "     v 
1,566  000      « 

164.961 
1,258,184 

337,157 
3,546,000  bushels 
20,000      " 

336,157  pounds 


.  It  is  stated  in  documents,  which  I  presume  are 
correct,  that  the  value  of  property  in  tbe  Slate  of 
Indiana  assessed  for  taiation  for  the  year  1841, 
amounts  to  the  rum  of  |13£,548,137.  I  have  no 
data  to  exhibit  the  products  of  mis  State  this  year; 
but  no  doubt  they  are  greatly  increased  since  the 
last. 

"At  Cleveland,  Ohio,  independent  of  the  supplies  by  wagon, 
the  receipts  of  wheat  by  Um  canal  this  year  are  near  two  mil- 


lions two  hundred  thousand  bushel*,  and  one  half  a  million  bar- 
rels of  flour. 

"There  arrived  at  Cleveland,  in  1840.  on  the  Ohio  canal. 
280^mS20  pounds  of  produce,  being  an  increase  of  94,117,653 
upon  the  pre  rid  us  year.  The  increase  of  wheat  and  floor  Is 
equal  to  463,766  barrels. 

"Tolsdo,  Ohio:— The  amount  of  flour  and  wheat  shipped  at 
this  port  is  equal  to  67,000  barrels.  Seven  years  ago  the  place 
was  not  in  existence,  and  the  country  around  was  a  wilderness, 
and  uhtil  1837  was  dependent  upon  Western  New  York  for 
bread  s^ulWi 

"Tbe  business  between  tbe  city  of  St.  Louie,  Missouri  and 
Boston  and  New  York  this  year,  according  to  the  St.  bonis  Ga- 
Mtte>  is  §6,000,000." 

When  the  Chicago  canal  is  finished,  which  will 
be  soon,  the  transportation  of  merchandize  to  this 
city  will  be  mostly  by  it  and  the  Erie  canal.  As 
the  eity  of  New  York  is  intimately  connected  with 
the  Northwest  in  commerce,  and  no  doubt  has  in- 
creased in  the  same  ratio,  I  will  state  the  value  of 
real  estate  in  the  city  this  year,  and  trie  estimated 
amount  of  taxes  for  1841: 
Value  of  real  estate,  £187,000,000 

Amount  of  tax  for  the  support  of  the 

city,     .  .  .  .  1,553,000 

"Cotton  exported  from  New  brleans  In  tbe  years  1838-39  and 
1839-40,  ending  90th  September,  (from  Hazard's  Register:) 
Total  in  1838-39  -  -  680,817  baST 

"        1839-40  -  954,191    " 

Increase  3731374    "* 

"Export*  of  sugar  from  New  Orleans  in  1830-40:  - 
Total— Hogsheads  46£ll 

Barrels    •  -  •  6,978 

"Cotton  at  Mobile,  Alabama,  (from  Mobile  Letter  Sheet:) 
Cotton  in  1880  -  263,240  bales. 

"  1810  .  .  446.042    " 

Increase        •  -  193,802    " 

Is  this  ruin  and  distress? 

I  hone  it  will  be  no  offence  to  the  people  in  this 
city,  who  complain  so  much  of  hard  times,  to  re- 
cite from  the  Intelligencer,  a  "paper  which  is  ortho- 
dox with  them,  the  increase  of  houses  in  Wash- 
ington. We  must  conclude  from  this  improve- 
ment that  other  valuable  and  lasting  improvements 
are  progressing  in  the  same  proportion."  If  the 
banks  had  been  overflowing  the  city  with  irre- 
deemable shinplasten,  these  improvements  would 
not  have  been  made: 

'The  number  of  new  building!  erected  in  the  city  of  Wash* 
ington  during  the  year  1840  were  as  follows: 
buck  nwaxLDtas. 
Three  story       ......       15 

Two     « 39 

One      "  2 

WOOD  DWBLLliras. 

Two  story 106 

One  and  a  half  story        ...        8 
One  story 8 


Total  number  of  dwellings 
additions 
Shops 
Churches 


Total 


178 
14 
13 
2 

!o7 


Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  not  trouble  the  commit  tee 
with  any  more  details  of  facts,  showirg  the  ioerease 
of  wealth  and  improvements  throughout  the  coun- 
try as  this  will  be  a  sample  for  the  whole  Uoion. 

The  iacreasicg  and  productive  wealth  of  the 
country  must  form  a  solid  basis  on  which  to  issue 
the  amount  of  Treasury  notes  mentioned  in  the  bill, 
and  moreover  it  must  also  silence  all  unfavorable 
and  senseless  clamors  about  the  distress,  1  uin,  and 
bankruptcy  of  the  country.  Is  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington rv&ned  and  <fcitrewed  with  907  new  buildings 
erected  last  yeai?  Can  any  reasonable  man  be- 
lieve that  Illinois,  with  all  her  products,  is  about  to 
be  ruined?  Can  distress  be  the  cor  sequence  of  such 
unparalleled  increase  of  wealth?  It  will  be  a  dis- 
tress and  ruin  of  a  singular  character. 

PAPER  CURRENCY  AND  IDLERS. 

I  pretend  not  that  bank  notes  are  as  plenty  as  in 
some  former  years:  but  I  presume  no  one  will  con- 
tend that  they  arc  the  substantial  wealth  of  the 
country.  They  are  uncertain,  fluctuating,  and  only 
the  shadow  of  the  substance.  Are  they  to  be  com- 
pared with  the  substantial  products  and  improve- 
ments of  the  nation? 

I  will  exhibit  the  amount  of  paper  in  circulation 
for  several  years,  which  will  show  that  it  is  the 
banks,  and  not  the  country,  that  has  produced  tbe 
embarrassment  with  some  part  of  the  community: 
January  I,  1820  #44,863,344 

•«  1630  61,323,998 

"        .1834  94,839,570 

"  1835  103,693,495 

"  1839  140,301,038 

"         1837  149,185,890 
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" 1838  116,138^10 

«  1839  135,170  995 

"  1840  106,968,572 

The  above  table  exhibits  the  deficit  of  paper  cir- 
culation in  some  years,  which  is  the  cause  of  the 
imaginary  distress  so  much  complained  of  by  some 
people.  Even  if  it  were  such  cause  as  to  produce 
general  distress,  the  Government  cannot  control  it. 
It  is  a  matter  with  the  State  banks  with  which  the  Ge- 
neral Government  has  no  power  to  in  terfere.  Can  the 
misdeeds  of  the  banks  be  visited  on  the  Govern- 
ment? 

These  cries  of  hard  times  and  lamentations  for  re* 
lief  generally  proceed  from  people  who  will  not 
exercise  any  industrious  avocation  to  make  a  liv- 
ing, and  who  have  nothing  to  live  on.  They  are 
generally  people  sitting  on  boxes  at  store  doors 
whittling  pine  sticks,  and  doing  nothing  foe  a  live- 
lihood except  kicking  the  boxes  with  their  heels.  In 
the  summer  they  seek  the  shade,  in  winder  they 
bask  in  the  sun  at  the  sides  of  the  houses,  and  in 
both  seasons  never  cease  crying  "change,  change— 
the  bard  times  have  ruined  us — Tip  and  Ty  for 
ever." 

SPECULATION. 

It  is  often  charged  on  the  Administration  that  the 
Democratic  party  are  senseless  and  deaf  to  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  people.  Their  hearts  are  too  cold  to 
relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  community.  That 
some  people  are  embarrassed  in  trade  and 
speculations,  I  have  no  doubt.  At  the  time  when 
the  bank  circulation  was  almost  one  hundred  and 
fifty  millions  of  dollars,  this  induced  many  per- 
sons to  embark  in  trade  and  speculations;  and 
when  the  banks  curtailed  the  circulation  down 
to  about  one  hundred  and  six  millions,  many 
of  these  land  traders  and  speculators,  by  imprudence 
and  extravagance,  became  embarrassed,  and  some 
ruined.  For  these  unfortunate  men,  the  Demo- 
cratic party  have  good  feelings  and  sympathies,  ne- 
vertheless. How  can  the  Government  relieve 
them?  The  Government  possesses  no  magic  power 
to  make  money  out  of  nothing.  If  the  Govern- 
ment relieve  these  embarrassed  men,  it  must  be 
done  by  taxing  the  industry,  prudence,  and  eco- 
nomy of  another  portion  of  the  community  to  pay 
their  debts.  Can  this  be  tolerated  in  a  Government 
of  equal  right*?  Is  it  rich:  for  one  people  to  pay 
the  debts  of  another?  These  fluctuations  in  the 
paper  currency  were  not  caused  by  the  Govern- 
ment. Congress  cannot  interfere  in  State  i  lstito- 
tions.  These  banks  suspended  when  tfie  Govern- 
ment was  in  full  communion  with  them.  Both  the 
Government  and  banks  sat  together  at  the  same 
political  communion  table— the  banks  feasting  on 
the  public  deposites,  and  the  Government  using 
their  paper.  But  the  baits  committed  adultery, 
and  the  Government  divorced  them.  The  Govern- 
ment never  did,  and  do  not  yet,  entirely  refuse  their 
notes,  when  they  are  paid  in  specie. 

8ICRCTARY  OP  THE  TRBlSUkY. 

It  is  strange,  in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  how 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  been  abused. 
Almost  every  word  known  in  the  English  lan- 
guage to  express  fraud,  hypocrisy,  and  imposition, 
has  been  used  against  him.  Is  this  a  generous  or 
noble  bearing  towards  a  man  or  a  party  that  are 
defeated?  We  were  overpowered,  not  by  princi- 
ple, but  by  number*,  and  we  were  disposed  to  le- 
gislate for  the  good  of  the  country,  without  poli- 
tical excitement.  But  we  were  forced  into  this  po- 
litical discussion.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Bernard]  commenced  the  fire  in 
this  House,  which  was  followed  op  by  heavy  ar- 
tillery on  the  same  side.  What  could  we  do  other 
than  to  combat  it  wiih  facts  and  the  truth?  Was  it 
right  to  let  unfounded  assertions  go  out  to  the  world 
to  impose  them  on  the  people  as  the  truth?  Will  a 
generous  people  be  satisfied  to  see  an  efficient  and 
meritorious  officer  abused  and.  condemned  for  do- 
ing his  duty?  The  law  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  a  report  each 
year  to  the  President,  and  for  the  performance  of 
this  duty,  he  is  condemned  almost  as  a  criminal. 
In  after  times,  when  reason  regains  her  empire 
amongst  men,  and  party  rancor  is  silenced*  this  of- 
ficer will  be  esteemed  as  an  able  and  efficient 
financier,  doing  great  service  to  the  country,  with 
honor  to  himself. 


"  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  regulate  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  this  nation,  extended  as  it  is,  over  such  an 
immense  territory.  The  operations  of  the  Secreta- 
ry have  embraced  the  extraordinary  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  dollars,  and  extended 
over  nearly  two  million  square  miles.  The  fluctu- 
ation of  the  currency,  in  that  time  has  also  been  a 
great  source  of  annoyance  and  difficulty.  "Last, 
though  not  least,"  was  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments.  This  left  the  Treasury  without  a  dol- 
lar of  available  funds  as  often  as  it  occurred.  Was 
not  this  an  alarming  crisis  in  the  country?  The 
public  money  all  locked  up  in  banks,  whose  notes 
could  not  be  received  by  th*  Government,  as  they 
were  not  redeemable  in  specie.  This  misconduct 
of  the  banks  caused  this  calamity,  and  yet  the  Ad- 
ministration and  Secretary  are  condemned  for  it 
And  even  now  the  Secretary  is  visited  with  the  se- 
verest denunciations  for  doing  what  the  law  com- 
pelled him  to  do. 

Under  the  law  and  Constitution,  could  he  do 
otherwise  than  to  refuse  to  receive  notes  which 
were  not  redeemable  in  specie?  Could  he,  by 
law,  deposite  the  funds  of  Government  in  non-spe- 
eie-paying  banks?  With  all  these  disadvantages 
and  difficulties  in  the  currency,  the  country,  under 
the  present  Administration,  has  flourished  in  an 
unexampled  degree. 

Mr.  Woodbury,  in  his  report,  says,  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  Treasury  from  six  to  seven 
years. 

"During  this  term,  there  has  occurred  much  to  evince  the 
great  fiscal  power,  as  well  as  the  prosperity  of  the  Union.  Borne 
reverses  have,  at  times,  overtaken  the  rashness  displayed  by 
parts  of  the  community  in  certain  branches  of  business,  and 
nave  extended  their  advene  influences  to  the  revenue  depend- 
ent on  them.  But  the  period  and  country,  as  a  whole,  have 
been  almost  unexampled  in  prosperous  developments," 

Again  be  says : 

1  It  has  enabled  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  current  expenditures 
of  the  Government,  as  well  as  the  extraordinary  ones  by  Indian 
wars,  treaties,  and  other  costly  measures,  and  without  imposing 
any  new  taxes  or  high  tariff,  and  without  any  new  funded  debt 
whatever,  but  extinguishing;  considerable  remains  of  the  old  one, 
and  paying  the  interest  on  that  assumed  for  this  District,  to  sere 
the  unprecedented  surplus  of  more  than  twenty  eight  millions  of 
dollars,  and  to  deposite  the  same  with  the  States  for  safekeeping, 
until  needed  by  the  General  Government. 

Moreover  he  adds: 

"That  besides  the  recorded  evidence  of  the  prosperity 
of  the  country,  It  is  gratifying,  that  the  Treasury,  without 


the  aid  of  the  United  States 


m, 


has  been  able  to  make  its  vast 


collections,  transfers,  and  payments,  with  promptitude,  and,  in 
most  coses,  with  specie  or  its  equivalent'1 

These  statements  of  facts,  together  with  these  I 
have  already  presented  to  the  committee,  will  esta- 
blish this  train  beyond  contradiction— that  the  real 
and  substantial  wealth  and  improvement  of  the 
country  have  been  advanced  in  an  unparalleled  de- 
gree during  the  last  year.  At  no  period  since  our 
national  existence  has  the  country  so  much  right 
to  rejoice  as  during  the  last  year  at  her  prosperi-y 
and  improvement  in  all  things  that  conduce  to  the 
substantial  and  permanent  happiness  of.  man. 
Where  is  the  distress  and  ruin  so  much  complained 
of?  And  where  is  the  cause  of  so  much  abuse 
against  an  able  and  talented  officer,  Who  has  labor- 
ed so  fai  hfully  and  so  efficiently  in  the  duties  of 
his  offiae  for  the  permanent  and  general  welfare  of 
the  nation) 

THE  FUBL'C   LANDS. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  subject  of  the  dublic  domain 
was  introduced  into  this  discussion,  which,  of  all 
other  subjects,  is  the  most  interesting  to  the  people 
in  Illinois,  whom  I  represent.  Were  I  able  to  pass 
these  two  measures — the  prospective  pre-emption 
and  the  proper  graduation  of  the  price — I'  should 
consider  it  the  best  public  act  of  my  life,  and  which 
would  be  the  most  gratifying  to  me.  I  should  con- 
sider it,  also,  the  most  glorious  act  of  any  one's 
life  to  procure  farms  and  homes  for  thousands  of 
poor  and  honest  families,  and  this,  too,  without  in- 
jury to  the  public.  We  would  then  see  the  new 
States  crowded  with  hardy,  industrious  farmers,  on 
their  own  soil,  able  and  willing  to  sustain  the  Go- 
vernment in  any  crisis,  whether  in  war  or  peace. 

The  journals  of  both  Houses  ef  Congress,  and 
other  public  documents,  will  prove,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all  mankind,  that  one  party  in  the  Untied 
States  are  friendly  to  these  measure?,  and  the  other, 
with  some  exceptions,  are  hostile  to  them.  The 
Democratic  party,  with  that  enlightened  liberality 
of  sentiment  and  those  enlarged  views  of  public 
policy  which  have  characterized  them  from  the  com- 


mencement of  the  Government  to  the  pres  ntiiat 
have  taken  the  lead  on  this  subjrc,  and  ire  dav 
posed  to  provide  every  poor  man  with  a  fara  tad 
home  for  himself  and  family. 

The  Presidents,  Gen.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Yin  B* 
ren,  both  recommended  this  policy,  and  the  frietdj 
of  the  people  have  joined  heart  and  hand  via 
them  in  their  recommendations. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  likewise  shv 
ted  that  the  graduation  would  increase  the  reveaie 
and  the  prospective  pre-emption  policy  cannot  la. 
jure  it;  as  the  present  preemption  law  will  not  ex* 
pire  before  the  bill  now  before  the  House  would 
take  effect,  if  it  were  passed  into  a  law. 

I  am  net  only  friendly  to  these  measures,  hit 
would  be  pleased,  also,  to  see  passed  the  cession  act, 
granting  the  whole  public  lands  to  the  States  wave 
they  lie,  on  some  fair  and  equitable  principles. 
Then  this  bone  of  contention,  this  heartburning  be- 
tween  the  old  and  new  8tates,  would  cease.  Ifa 
country  then  would  be  settled  and  improved  by  a 
virtuous  and  enterprising  population,  which  is  de 
foundation  of  the  wealth  and  strength  of  ail  a* 
tions.  A  revenue  could  then  be  raised  fro*  taa 
population  tenfold  greater  and  more  eertaia  that 
the  present,  arising  from  sales  of  the  public  hafe. 
This  revenue  is  uncertain,  and  is  paid  ia  vita  ao 
good  feelingi  from  the  new  States, 
▲urns. 

It  has  been  seriously  contended  that  the  beaef* 
of  therpre  emption  laws  should  not  be  ereaojd  d 
aliens,  and  a  vote  in  the  Senate  has  been  tafcaea 
the  subject.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  pie- 
sent  land  system,  the  uniform  practice  has  beea  to 
sellthe  public  domain  to  aliens  as  well  as  to  eft 
zens  of  the  United  States.  As  far  as  l  an  in- 
formed, no  inconvenience  has  occerred  from  ts* 
policy. 

The  State  laws  of  Illinois  not  only  permit alifM 
to  purchase  and  hold  lands  in  the  State,  bat  also 
permit  the  name  to  descend  to  their  heus,  as  if  (*} 
were  native  citizens  of  the  United  State*. 

During  the  debate  on  this  interesrmg  wtyeev-wi 
public  domain— an  extraordinary  opinion  bn  ban 
expressed,  and  some  argument  advanced  to  stash 
it/ilfat  an  alien,  under  the  laws  and  GcasMM 
of  the  United  States,  has  no  right  to  vote  fct  ■sa- 
bers of  Congress.  This  sentintoUemuiariaf.fon 
such  high  source,  and  being  so  directly  adiew in 
the  practice  with  us  in  Illinois,  since  the  fenaaifea 
of  our  Government  in  1818,  I  deem  it  ay  sty 
to  give  to  the  subject  such  consideration  as  it  see* 
to  merit. 

Toe  Hon.  Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky  says,  ai  re- 
ported in  the  Intelligencer: 

tfThe  right  to  rote  implies  citizenship  necesnrfly, 
attbough«ihe  eonrerse  or  the 
comes  the  State  authority; 
for  the  elective  franchise  c 

stituen*.  portion  of  the  people  Oi  «..  «~-»—  •» — -r-j---^ 
her  of  our  political  community— who  k  not  one  of  !■•■»■ 
of  the  United  States." 

And  again:  _^  _ 

««If  a  State  constitution  declares  thai  eliew  nwy  iyj«" 
their  rote  may  affect  the  composition  of  the  Moa"«rg 
eentatires  or  of  the  Senate;  and  so  ereMW  **J55! 
might  come  into  their  bodies  in  judging,  a*  teey  wspeawg 
ha?e  a  right  to  Judge,  of  the  qualifieafioniaf  P***  !■"■■ 
as  members  of  the  two  Houses." 

I  deny  that  the  General  Govenunetf :  bate  aay 
power  to  regulate  or  prescribe  the  qaaliicsnons « 
electors  for  members  of  Congress,  1**FJ*? 
regulate  and  prescribe  the  quauuealione  ef  «asw 
has  been  confided  to  the  State  Governa***,  W 
none  ether  can  exercise  ir. 

If  this  were  tiot  the  system  of  our  G4W™"2 
that  harmony  and  oepeaueoce  on  tee  sags  s**p 
with  the  same  qualifications  which  is  ■"•"J 
and  proper,  would  not  exist.  If  .^yfggT. 
vernment  had  the  ppwer  to  prescribe  *«QjT""[ 
lions  of  voters,  this  would  give  it  *  ***  J" 
separate  existence,  from  the  people  ef  the  »■«* 
vtrnments,  which  the  uniform  praeuee  s«str«* 
national  existence,  and  the  forms  of  <W**'T 
ments,  in  my  opinion,  do  not  »nclio*,k- JTZi 
neral  Government,  by  this  rule,  woald^wy 
crush  the  State  Governments  and  cstabhwtaionw; 
out  the  Territories  ef  the  United  Stales  a  aaw 
omnipotent  power.  Use  rights  of  ftfgggS 
be  destroyed  by  the  undue  influence  of  the  J***™ 
Government  ai..— 

It  thc<?eneral  (^vernment  pome*  HUP* 
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*o  prescribe  the  qualifications  cf  electors,  it  might 
require  each  voter  to  be  the  owners  of  lands  to  such 
amount  that  few  only  could  vote  for  members  of 
Congress.  It  might  require  also  other  qualifica- 
tions, such  as  education,  or  perhaps,  certain  re- 
rigton. 

If  the  qualifications  of  electors  were  permitted 
lo  be  different  for  each  Government,  in  the  same 
proportion  would  the  two  Governments  be  diffe- 
rent in  their  composition  and  character,  and  the 
General  Government  possessing  the  greater  power, 
would,  in  time,  destroy  the  others. 

The  Democratic  doctrines  contained  in  the  cele. 
brated  Virginia  and  Kentucky  resolutions,  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  two  great  statesmen,  Jefferson  and 
Madison,  would  be  prostrated  to  the  dust. 

These  evils,  in  my  judgment,  the  Constitution  in- 
tended to  prevent  and  avoid.  It  intended,  as  it 
raid,  that  the  foundation  of  each  Government 
should  be  based  on  the  asms  people,  professing  the 
asset  qvulificmtitms  as  electors  in  both  Governments. 

The  Maond  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  contains  the  follow- 
ing, to  wi«: 


"The  Boom  of 


ben  chosen 
toatm; 


RepreeentauVee  shall  be  cotnpoeed  of  mem. 
r  eeeood  year  by  the  people  of  the  eerereJ 


;  end  the  electors  in  each  State  thall  hare  the  qualifica- 
tions requisite  for  eieeiore  of  the  moat  numerous  branch  of  the 


This  language  and  expression  wonld  appear  ma- 
nifest to  a  plain  common  man.  "To  have  the  qua- 
lifications requisite  for  the  most  numerous  branch 
of  the  State  Legislature,"  cannot  mean  that  trie 
electors  shall  have  oiher  and  farther  qualifications 
to  enable  them  to  vote  for  members  of  Congress. 
We  are  prohibit*  d  from  giving  the  General  Govern- 
ment snore  power  than  is  given  by  a  fair  and  rea- 
sonable interpretation  of  the  Consolation.  The 
10th  article  in  the  amendmet  of  the  Constitution 
says: 

The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  fitaiee  by  the  Coneil- 
tottomnor  prohibited  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  Statee 
itepecurety,  or  to  the  people." 

The  above  article  does  not  retrain  the  "tUfeens" 
of  the  United  States  to  choose  members  of  Con- 
gress every  second  year.  The  Representatives 
shall  be  chosen  "by  the  people  of  the  several 
States." 

The  people  of  a  State,  ex  vi  termini,  does  not  ne- 
cessarily mean  that  they  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  I  am  satisfied  that  "the  people  of  a  state," 
and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  have  different 
significations,  and  so  it  was  considered  by  the  tra- 
ilers of  the  Constitution.  Indians  and  negroes  are, 
while  residents  of  a  State,  people  of  the  State. 
They  are  people,  although  they  may  not  be  eitizens 
of  the  United  States.  Aliens  may  very  properly  be 
termed  part  of  the  "people  of  the  State,"  when  they 
reside  within  the  State — hold  land  in  it,  and  are 
subject  to  all  the  hardens  of  taxation,  military 
duty/,  Ac.  like  other  people. 

"The  people  of  the  State"  most  be  understood 
to  refer  to  those  residing  within  the  limits  of  the 
Stale,  and  excluding  tho«e  living  without  from  ex- 
ercising the  elective  franchise  for  members  of  Con- 
gress in  a  different  Stat©  from  which  they  reside. 
This  is  the  only  restraint  i mooted  on  the  States  by 
the  Federal  Constitution.  The  "peopie^voting  for 
members  of  Congress  most  reside  within  the  States 
where  their  votes  are  given. 

The  following  provision  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  second  section  of  the  first 
aircte  above  alluded  to,  will  sustain  the  position  I 
have  taken. 

"RApreeentativee  and  direct  taxee  ■ball  be  apportioned 
•moot;  the  eeverel«laiea  which  may  be  included  In  this  Union, 
acembw  to  their  respective  number*  which  ahall  be  determin- 
ed by  adfiog  to  the  whole  number  of  free  pereone,  inclnding 
ttVoee  boaiufio  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  In- 
dsww  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  other  penona. 

tn  the  above  extract  the  words  "the  whole  num- 
ber of  free  persons"  are  used,  and  the  word  "citi- 
zen* is  not  mentioned  at  all;  so  that  the  conclusion 
annst  be  correct,  that  the  Constitution  did  not  in- 
tend to  circumscribe  the  action  of  State  Govern- 
ments to  the  qualification  of  citizenship  for  the 
electors.  uFree  persons"  are  the  basis  to  which 
the  ••three  fifths*'  were  to  be  added,  and  are  like- 
vise  the  basis  on  which  both  the  State  and  Federal 
ftovetnmenis  are  founded. 

If  ike  framers  of  the  Constitution  had  intended 
to  bare  used  the  word  "cit!z-n"  in  place  of  "the 


people  of  the  States"  and  "free  persons,"  or  to 
have  attached  the  qualification  of  citizenship  to  the 
elector,  they  would  bave  done  so,  as  they  had  in 
the  same  instrument  authorized  the  naturalization 
of  aliens,  and  regulated  the  extent  of  ciizenship. 

The  provision  in  the  Constitution,  that  "each 
House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns, 
and  qualifications  of  its  own  members,"  does  not 
authorize  either  House  to  alter  or  change  the  qua- 
lifications of  electors* 

The  House  is  to  judge  of  the  elections,  return?, 
and  qualifications  of  its  own  members,  according 
to  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  State  where  the 
election  was  had.  There  is  no  power  given  in  this 
expression  to  add  to  or  diminish  the  qualifications 
of  voters,  and,  in  all  the  contested  elections,  so  far 
as  I  have  examined  them,  the  House  has  not  pre- 
tended to  exercise  this  power. 

The  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  the 
27th  section  of  the  2d  article,  prescribes* the  quali- 
fications of  electors  in  these  word*: 

"In  all  elections,  all  white  male  inhabitants  abore  the  age  of 
twenty  orte  years,  navinx  resided  in  the  State  six  months  next 
preceding  the  election,  snail  enjoy  the  right  of  an  elector;  but 
no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  rote  except  in  the  county  and  dis- 
trict in  which  he  shall  actually  reside  at  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion." 

There  cannot  be  any  langosge  more  plain  and 
explicit  than  tne  above.  It  needs  no  commentary. 
It  speaks  for  itself,  and  speaks  a  language  that  can- 
not be  misunderstood. 

If  an  alien  be  permitted  to  vote  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  a  State,  this  does  not  make  him  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States.  I  pretend  not  that  a 
Bute  can  naturalize  aliens,  and  make  them  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  The  elective  franchise  is 
quite  di'bimilar  from  citizenship.  A  person  may 
enjoy  one,  or  the  other,  or  both,  and  in  some  cases 
neither;  as  the  people  of  color  in  Illinois  do  not 
vote  and  ate  not  citizen;. 

It  has  been  the  uniform  practice  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates,  since  its, adoption,  so 
far  at  my  knowledge  extends,  for  the  several  States 
to  prescribe  the  qualifications  of  the  electors  within 
each  State  respectively;  and  I  believe  almost  every 
State  in  .  the  Union  possesses  some  difference  in 
their  respective  qualifications  of  electors.  They 
differ,  some  in  the  property  qualification,  some  in 
time  of  residence,  some  in  color,  some  in  citizen- 
ship, and  alienage,  dec. 

This  marked  difference,  and  great  variety  in  the 
qualifications  of  electors  in  the  several  States  of 
this  Union,  establish  the  true  and  correct  exposi- 
tion of  our  Constitution  on  this  subject.  Hereto- 
fore, in  many  of  the  States,  and  in  some  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  free  people  of  color  exercise  the  elective 
franchise.  This  practice  is  authorized  by  the  State 
Governments;  and  I  bave  never  heard  of  any  con- 
tested election  being  before  this  House  on  that 
ground.  If  Congress  had  the  power  to  change  the 
laws  and  Constitution  of  a  State  on  this  subject,  it 
would  be  a  subject  more  likely  to  call  for  the  spee- 
dy action  of  Congress,  than  perhaps  any  other. 
Yet  it  remains  for  the  States  to  regulate,  under  the 
Constitution,  as  it  may  seem  just  and  proper. 
Within  a  few  years,  Tennessee  has  changed  her 
Constitution,  so  that  people  of  color  do  not  now 
vote  in  that  State,  and  perhaps  other  States  bave 
also  amended  their  Constitutions,  so  that  this  class 
of  people  do  not  vote. 

These  amendments  cf  the  State  Constitutions  de- 
monstrate that  the  States  have  exclusive  power  over 
this  subject,  and  that  it  is  left  with  them  to  correct 
the  evil,  if  it  be  one.  It  also  proves,  the  States 
having  exclusive  power,  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment has  none  over  the  subject;  and  the  right  of  the 
Government  has  never  been  attempted  to  be  ex- 
ercised in  preventing  those  amendments  of  State 
constitutions  on  this  or  any  other  subject.  In  1  t 
LittelPs  reports,  p.  334,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ken- 
tucky decides: 

"The  negroes  and  mulattoes  are,  almost  every  where,  consi- 
dered and  treated  as  a  degraded  race  of  people:  insomuch  so, 
that,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  I 'ruled  Slates,  they 
cannot  become  citizens  of  the  United  States." 

This  is  a  decision  I  consider  directly  in  point, 
and  it  is  a  decision  of  an  enlightened  and  intelli- 
gent court. 

If  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  have  the  power  to 
exercise  the  elective  franchise,  and  are  not  at  the 
same  time  citizens  of  (he  United  States,  it  mast  be 


true  with  others,  that  they  may  exercise  the  same 
franchise  before  they  are  naturalized  citizens. 

If  this  House,  judging  on  a  contested  election, 
were  to  annul  and  abrogate  the  Constitution  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  in  this  clause,  or  in  any  other,  it 
would  be  a  revolution  in  the  Government,  and  a  de- 
struction of  the  present  system. 

A  joint  resolution  passed  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  admitting  the  State  of  Illinois  into 
the  Union  "on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  in  all  respects  whatever."  The  subject  of 
the  Slate  Constitution  of  Illinois  was  before  the 
Congress,  and  the  principles  therein  contained  were 
examined  and  agreed  to.  After  this  public  and  so- 
lemn act,  can  Congress  recede  from  it,  and  annul 
and  change  any  part  of  the  Constitution?  I  know 
of  no  power,  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
or  other  tribunal,  that  can  take  cognizance  of  a 
State  Constitution  and  decide  c gainst  it,  when  such 
Constitution  is  "Republican,"  and  the  State  is  ad* 
mitted  into  the  Union. 

The  honorable  member  [Mr.  Cult  of  Kentucky] 
says  that,  if  a  State  Constitution  permits  aliens  to 
vote,  such  vote  may  affect  the  "composition  of 
the  House  ef  Representatives,  or  the  Senate.9' 
This  is  true,  that  such  vote  will  affect  the  House 
and  the  Senate,  and  such  was  the  intention  of  the 
framers  of  our  Government. 

The  General  Government  is  not  based  on  the 
masses  of  the  people  throughout  the  Union,  with- 
out connection  with  the  States.  It  is  a  Govern- 
ment formed  by  the  union  of  the  people  of  the 
several  States,  and  not  by  the  general  union  of  the 
people  throughout  ihe  territorial  limits  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  people  of  each  Stair,  separate  and' 
apart  from  the  others,  vote  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States;  and  ihe  Legislatures  of  the  respec- 
tive States  elect  Senators  te  ihe  Sena'e  of  the 
United  8»a  es.  These  are  the  actions  of  the  States 
distinct)  from  each  other,  and  in  the  same  manner 
do  they  act  in  thsit  respective  component  parts  of 
the  General  Government 

The  States,  separate  and  apart  from  each  other, 
form  this  part  of  the  General  Government,  and 
in  the  same  manner  do  they  act  in  their  respective 
component  parts  as  States  in  the  selection  of  mem- 
bers to  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  people 
of  each  State,  in  their  State  capacity,  apart  from 
the  others,  compose  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  which  its  name  indicates. 

The  people  of  each  State,  acting  distinct  and  in- 
dependent from  the  others,  may  prescribe  and  regu- 
late the  composition  of  the  Hou^e  in  any  manner, 
which  will,  in  their  judgment,  conduce  the  most  to 
their  happiness.  This  was  the  political  compact 
made  at  the  formation  of  our  Government,  and  no 
one  party  can  now  alter  or  change  it.  The  cha- 
racter ot  the  House  may  satisfy  one  section  of  the 
Union,  when  it  is  quite  unsatisfactory  to  another; 
yet  it  is  constitutional.  Abolition  petitions,  for  ex- 
ample, presented  from  one  section  of  the  Union  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  are  not  satis- 
factory to  another;  yet  this  will  not  form  any  cause 
on  which  to  exclude  the  votes  of  Abolitionists  for 
members  of  Congress.  If  it  bean  evil  to  permit 
aliens  to  vote,  which  I  do  not  believe,  the  commu- 
nity where  it  exists  will  be  'he  most  conversant 
with  it,  more  immediately  affected  by  it,  and  will 
sooner  than  all  others  correct  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  representing  a  district  in  Illinois, 
where  the  practice  for  aliens  to  vote  has  prevailed 
since  the  formation  of  our  Government,  and  be- 
lieving, as  the  people  do,  that  it  is  right  and  con- 
stitutional, I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  give  to  the  sub- 
ject some  such  consideration  a«  I  have  expressed. 

asSOOBCES  OP  ILLINOIS,  190  THE  STATE  DEBT. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  State  debt  of  Illinois  and  the 
resources  to  pay  it  are  sub j rets  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance not  only  to  the  people  of  the  State,  but  to 
many  in  Europe  as  well  as  in  America. 

For  the  Bute  of  Illinois,  I  apprehend  no  danger. 
The  resources  of  the  State  are  great,  and  every  year 
they  are  becoming  more  developed  and  more  avail- 
able. Qome  of  the  annual  products  of  labor  in  Illi- 
nois, I  bave  already  stated,  and  to  which  may  be 
added  twelve  or  fifteen  million  acres  of  land  sub- 
ject to  taxation.  The  great  fertility  of  soil  and  ex- 
tent of  the  State  are  known  to  all.  The  increase 
of  population,  I '.believe,  for  some  yean  past,  ha* 
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been  unrivalled.  The  census  of  1830  showed  the 
population  to  be  about  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
thousand;  and  it  is  in  1840  almost  half  a  million. 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  the  census  of  1850 
will  exhibit  at  least  one  million  of  souls  in  Illinois. 
There  is  no  interior  State  in  the  Union,  so  far  from 
the  ocean,  that  has  such  facilities  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  her  products  to  market  as  the  State  of  Illinois 


The  resources  of  Illinois  are  incalculable,  and 
will,  when  properly  developed,  and  made  available, 
reduce  the  present  Stale  debt  into  insignificance. 

Possessing  these  physical  resources,  Illinois  has 
alio  an  honest,  industrious,  and  intelligent  popula- 
tion to  sustain  and  support  the  honor  and  character 
of  the  State  at  all  hazards. 

The  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  State,  in  bis  late 
message  to  the  General  Assembly,  possessing  that 
fieble  and  patriotic  feeling  which  actuates  all  ho- 
nest and  patriotic  men,  and  expressing  a/oe  timile 
of  ths  sentiments  of  the  State,  says : 

"A  failure  to  meet  promptly  a  tingle  one  of  Iter  engage* 
Jly  throw  around  her  future  operations. 


,would  tnerhabl,   r 

difficulties  that  would  prove  destructive  to  her  character  and 
iaterwt,  and  in  a  great  degree,  paralyze  her  energies. 

"Although  there  may  be  but  one  opinion  among  our  citizens, 
mat  the  money  for  which  we  are  indebted  has  been  injudiciously 
patriotism— their  high  sense 
forbid  delinquency  in  Its  pay* 
they  would  look  upon  no 


calamity  which  might  befall  them,  so  great  and  humiliating  as 

"■ hlch  would  strip  then  "L  * *     ' 

.  obityin  their  engage  _ 

of  these  paramount  considerations  in  her  public  policy,  when 


that  which  would  strip  them  of  their  reputation  for  punctuality 
and  probity  in  their  engagements.    When  a  State  loses  sight 


she  ceases  to  hold  integrity  up  to  the  world,  as  the  polar  star 
of  her  legislation— when  site  becomes  careless  of  her  standing 
among  the  communities  around  her,  she  will  settle  down  in 
hopeless  degradation,  and  become  the  scorn  and  contempt  of  the 
world.  Strongly  impressed  with  these  sentiment*,  I  have  con- 
voked you." 

Nothing  can  be  more  honorable  and  patriotic 
than  the  above  recommendation  to  the  Legislature. 
I  hope  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly  will 
take  fire  at  the  holy  zeal  of  Governor  Carlin  for 
the  honor  and  interest  of  the  State;  and  make  am* 
pie  provision  for  the  punctual  payment  of  interest 
on  the  State  debt 

This  debt  itself  is  not  so  great  as  is  supposed 
without  examination.  *  The  whole  debt  for 
the  canal  whieh  is  already  contracted  and  may 
hereafter  be  contracted  to  complete  it,  cannot  in- 
jure the  State.  The  amount  at  present  is  $3,950,- 
000,  and  perhaps  it  will  require  a  similar  sum  to 
complete  it.  This  work  will  take  two  or  thtee 
yearsHo  finith,  and  when  completed,  will  not  only 
pay  the  interest  on  the  debt,  but  produce  a  conside- 
rable revenue  to  tbe  Srate.  This  is  the  most  im- 
portant work  in  the  Union,  or  perhaps  in  the  world. 
It  connects  a  more  extensive  region  ef  fertile  coun- 
try in  commerce,  than  any  other  improvement  on 
earth.  All  the  waters  of  lhe  valley  of  -  the  Missis- 
sippi are  connected  by  it  with  the  Lake?,  St.  Law- 
rence and  tbe  various  facilities  of  commerce  in  lhe 
State  of  New  York. 

The  country  is  becoming  so  densely  populated, 

and  the  improvements  of  the  same  so  much  ad* 

vanced,  whose  interest  it  will  be  to  use  this  canal, 

-  that  it  will  be  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  State  so 

soon  as  it  is  completed. 

It  is  ninety-seven  miles  long,  sixty  feet  wid<  at 
the  top  water  mark,  and  the  water  in  it  six  feet 
deep,  commencing  at  Chicago,  on  Lake  Michigan, 
and  terminating  at  Peru,  the  head  of  navigation  on 
the  Illinois  river. 

I  may  add  that  about  two  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  acres  of  land,  which  were  granted  by  the 
General  Government  to  the  State  for  the  construc- 
tion of  this  canal,  remain  yet  unsold,  and  will, 
when  the  canal  is  finished,  produce  an  amount  of 
money  that  will  go  far  towards  liquidating  tbe 
whole  debt.  For  the  sale  of  part  of  these  lands 
the  sum  of  11,117,654  is  now  due  the  canal. 

Tbe  total  bank  debt  is  $3,100,000.  This  amount 
is  in  operation  in  the  banks  of  the  State,  and  yields 
a  dividend  of  six  or  eight  per  cent;  so  that  in  fact 
that  is  not  a  debt,  but  rather  an  income  to  the 
State. 

ft*  The  internal  improvement  debt  is  (3,187,000  for 
the  sale  of  stock  for  railroad  and  river  improve- 
ments. There  are  various  other  items  of  indebted- 
ness, which,  added  to  the  above  sum,  swells  it  to 
(5,345,000.  The  railroad  iron  amounts  to  half  a 
million,  which  is  unsold.  There  are  upwards  of 
forty  thousand  acres  of  land  appertaining  to  this 


fund,  and  other  property  and  buildings,  so  that  the 
debt  of  the  State,  on  which  interest  must  be  paid, 
may  be  placed  at  about  $4,000,000.  Not  many  of 
the  roads  on  which  the  above  sum  was  expended 
are  completed,  so  that,  as  to  the  present  time,  the 
State  will  receive  no  great  benefit  from  them.  The 
State  debt  to  the  school  fund  is  near  $800,000*  and 
the  sum  to  the  banks  of  the  State,  which  constitute 
the  whole  State  debt  Tbe.  domestic  debt,  for 
which  the  State  has  issued  no  bonds,  will  not  press 
on  her  at  this  crisis  for  the  interest,  so  that  the  only 
debt  for  which  the  State  stands  bound  to  provide 
for  the  permanent  payment  of  interest,  w  that  of 
(4,000,000  for  the  rail  re  ad  system. 

The  canal  debt,  and  that  for  ths  banks,  and  some 
others,  are  not  computed  in  the  four  millions  of 
dollars. for  which  the  State  is  bound  to  pay  inte- 
rest. All  the  others  are  for  works  which  either 
will  sustain  themselves,  or  not  pre*  the  payment 
of  interest  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Chairman,  having  resided  in  Illinois  from 
my  early  youth  to  the  present  time,  and  thereby 
being  identified  with  tbe  people  in  all  our  common 
interests  and  feelings,  I  would  be  derelict  to  myself 
and  the  people  were  I  to  remain  silent  and  hear  the 
character  of  my  country  assailed  for  the  non-per- 
formance of  her  engagements.  I  therefore  make 
the  above  unvarnished  statement  in  the  perform- 
ance of  my  duty  to  the  people.  The  public  is  here- 
by enabled  to  form  a  correct  judgment  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  is  my  only  object. 

Not*. — Since  the  above  speech  was  delivered, 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Illinois  has  de- 
cided that  aliens  ate  entitled  to  vote. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  WELLER, 

OP  OHIO. 

In  the  House  of  fieproesitsiises,  February  -3, 1841— 
Qn  the  Treasury  Note  bill. 

Mr.  WELLfiR  addressed  the  committee  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chaiuuv:  In  rising  to  address  the  commit- 
tee at  this  late  hour  in  the  debate,  I  can  scarcely 
hope  to  say  any  thing  thai  will  be  worthy  of  their 
serious  consideration.  My  object,  however,  is  not 
so  much  to  discuss  the  immediate  question  before 
the  committee,  as  to  allude  briefly  to  some  of  the 
various  topics  which  gentlemen  of  the  Whig  party 
have  introduced  into  this  debate. 

The  question  upon  which  we  are  now  called  to 
vote,  is,  whether  or  no  we  will  authorize  the  Se- 
cretary to  issue  five  million*  of  Treasury  notes,  to 
supply  a  temporary  deficiency  in  the  revenue- 
The  Secretary,  who  is  by  law  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  finances  of  the  Government,  has,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  official  duties,  presented  a  report,  in 
which  he  informs  us  that  it  will  be  nectssary,  in  or- 
der to  meet  all  t*e  demands  against  the  Govern- 
ment promptly  when  presented,  that  a  debt  should 
be  contracted  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars; not  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  a  permanent 
deficiency  in  the  Treasury,  but  for  the  purpose  or 
anticipating  the  revenue.  In  other  words,  he  esti- 
mates that  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  will,  dur- 
ing the  whole  year,  be  amply  sufficient  to  defray 
all  the  necessary  expenditures  of  the  Government; 
but  that,  in  consequence  of  the  limited  receipts 
during  the  first  quarter,  and  tbe  great  demands 
againet  the  Treasury  at  that  time,  there  will  not  be 
enough  to  meet  all  the  liabilities  as  they  fall  due. 
The  reason  of  this  is  obvious,  and  is  satisfactorily 
explained  in  the  report— the  larger  portion  of  tbe 
revenue  will  come  into  the  Treasury  towards  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year,  whilst  the  heaviest  demands 
will  be  made  at  a  much  earlier  period.  The  use 
by  the  Government  of  its  own  credit,  in  the  form 
of  Treasury  notes,  is  deemed  the  cheapest,  as  well 
as  the  most  convenient,  way  of  meeting  this  state 
of  affairs,  and  has  been  resorted  to  at  various  times 
in  the  history  of  our  Government.  In  the  report 
before  me,  the  Secretary  sets  down  the  whole 
means  of  the  Government,  for  the  year  1841,  at 
$24,723,473,  and  estimates  the  ordinary  expenses 
at  (19,250,000;  to  this  last  sum  is  to  be  added 
#4,500,000  fer  the  redemption  of  Treasury  note*, 
and  the  further  sum  of  #149,200  on  account  of  the 
funded  debts,  chiefly  for  the  cities  of  this  District; 
making,  in  all,  #23,899,200.  So  that  there  will 
be,  at  the  clotc  of  the  year^  should  Congress  con- 


fine the  appropriations  to  the  estimates,  after  all 
payments  whatever,  a  balance  of  #834,373  in  &i 
Treasury.  Here,  then,  is  the  official  resort 
made  by  the  Secretary  under  the  re<ponnhh 
hties  of  his  oath,  exhibiting  the  fiscal  nuta- 
tion of  the  Government,  Teat  officer  sat  all 
the  data  in  his  possession  necessary  to  enable  hot 
te  communicate  the  truth  to  Congress.  He  ha* 
done  so:  and  yet  we  find  gentlemen  oa  this  floor 
making  a  systematic  effort  to  induce  the  conntiy  to 
believe  that  there  is  a  permanent  oeficjeacy  in  tat 
revenue;  that  the  Government  is  deeply  involve!  is 
debt;  and  that  no  reliance  as  to  be  placed  in  the  re- 
port. Now,  Mr/  Chairman,  why  w  it  thai  the 
leaders  of  tbe  Whig  party  here  are  laboring  so  is* 
siduonsly  to  produce  the  impression  that  the  Go- 
vernment is  in  debt?  Tne  reason  is  apparent  to 
every  man  who  has  paid  any  attention  to  ths 
movements  of  that  party.  They  desire  to  nab 
this  a  pretext  fer  an  extraordinary  session  of  Can. 
gress;  and  then,  by  resorting  to  a  loan,  create  ana- 
tional  debt,  and  thus  lay  the  foundation  for  the* 
tablishment  of  a  National  Bank.  That  dam  of 
politicians  who  believe  that  a  national  debt  tl»  a 
national  blessing,"  has  not  yet  become  extis*. 
They  know  that  the  B*nk  of  England  (tad  from 
that  country  they  borrow  many  of  their  pnfajtkal 
dogmas)  would  soon  totter,  and  crumble  to  ths 
ground,  if  it  were  not  for  the  enormous  dent  of  that 
country;  they  know,  too,  that  a  National  Bank  eat- 
not  be  sustained  in  this  Government  witboot  a  na- 
tional debt;  and  hence  their  efforts,  on  all  occasions, 
to  produce  a  necessity  for  one. 

I  have  been  considerably  amused  a<  ths  contra- 
riety of  opinion  amongst  the  learned"  Writs  whs 
have  addressed  the  committee  on  thin  brawn  ef  tat 
subject  They  aU  agree  that  there  is  a  etmmitit 
deficiency  in  the  revenue,  and  yet  differ  widely  ai 
to  tbe  amount  of  that  deficiency.  Thegentaaa 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Evans]  declares  OuU  the  defi- 
ciency will  amonnt  to  from  seven  to  ten  millkw 
of  dollars !  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Bull]  thinks  it  will  be  some  fifteen  millions!  Tb 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  ThostnosJ 
says  about  twelve  or  fifteen  millions.  Wails  ths 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  BaaVAinJe* 
ciphering  the  whole  of  them,  puts  it  at  net  Ism  Ait 
forty  millions !  Now,  sir,  whatever  confidence  I 
may  have  in  tbe  mathematical  learning  and  abifity 
of  the«e  gentlemen,  yet  I  prefer,  in  a  cue  of  tha 
kind,  relying  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  vno, 
from  his  position  as  the  fiscal  officer  of  tbe  Gorsrt* 
metit,  is  enabled  to  look  over  the  whole  gronod, 
and  give  as  the  true  condition  of  our  finances;  * 
must,  certainly,  understand  the  resources  of  the 
Government,  the  sum  that  will  probably  berecetTtd 
in  the  Treasury,  and  the  amount  necessary  to  » 
proprr  administration  of  its  affairs.  Tnis  hill  a 
founded  on  that  report;  and  we,  who  are  now  ills* 
majority  here,  are  not  only  willing,  bat  wri0*** 
provide  tbe  necessary  means  to  enable  those  was 
are  soon  to  take  charge  of  the  Government,  to 
meet  all  the  demands  against  tbe  Treasiry,  and 
preserve  the  public  credit  inviolate.  Al*°ifr 
the  Administration  we  have  supported  hasbeei 
defeated  and  overthrown,  yet  our  i**"*"  ™* 
Government  does  not  cease  on  the  4«h  Marcaaer. 
No,  sir,  the  same  love  of  country— the  «**.  "" 
dent  desire  to  perpetuate  the  liberties  trtnaartw 
to  us  by  our  ancestors,  that  actuated  us  in  bygone 
years,  still  animates  our  bosomr,  and,  altaosp 
displaced  from  office,  we  still  cherish  oar  tasutn- 
tiona,  and  wish  that  they  may  be  so  w*™*? 
us  to  promote  the  interests  and  advance  taemffj" 
ness  of  the  people.  As  I  know  these  to  be  my  o« 
feelings,  so  I  believe  them  to  be  the  senttaww  oi 
the  party  to  which  I  belong. 

Several  gentlemen  of  the  Opposition,  high  fo  *J 
confidence  of  the  Whig  party,  have,  daring  tkef*/ 
sent  debate,  advocated  the  ewabrishinent  of  na- 
tional Bank,  as  not  only  constitotieaal,  bat  as  ** 
solutely  necessary  to  a  proper  aitoiaistrauon«w 
fiscal  affairs  of  the  Government.  I  aw  »  «* 
position  to  anticipate  this  question,  by  «tWrB*,7* 
a  discussion  of  its  merits  at  lhe  present  urn*  •» 
when  it  is  submitted,  as  it  probably  will  he  •*■■ 
next  session  of  Congress,  as  a  distinct  prop**** 
foraction,ItmstIw*il  be  ready  to  nsser *  » 
the  mean  time,  however,  J  may  remark,  that  ji  a 
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now  be/ore  the  country,  as  one  of  the  prominent 
measures  of  those  who  are  toan  to  come  into  pow- 
er; and,  as  such,  demands  the  serious  considera- 
tion of  the  American  people.  Upon  this  subject, 
permit  me  to  say,  I  stand  where  Thomas  Jefferson, 
the  great  aposile  of  American  Democracy,  stood  in 
1791;and  deny  the  constitutional  power  Id  create 
such  an  institution.  Thi«,  sir,  is  my  position,  and 
no  human  power  shall  drive  me  from  it.  As  long 
as  I  retain  a  seat  in  the  public  councils,  as  long  as 
my  constituents  honor  me  with  their  confidence, 
you  may  rest  assured  that  no  institntion  which  ex- 
ists by  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and  which, 
in  its  practical  operations  is  calculated  to  swallow 
np  the  sovereignty  of  the  Stales  and  the  rights  of 
the  individual  citizen,  will  receive  my  countenance 
or  support.  Bur,  sir,  although  invited  by  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side,  I  do  not  intend  to  debate 
this  snbject  now,  but  merely  to  mark  it  as  one  of 
the  measures  of  the  new  Administration. 

I  have  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  leaders  on 
the  other  side  have  attempted,  by  their  ingenuity 
in  the  use  of  figures,  to  make  us  believe  that  there 
was  a  permanent  deficiency  in  the  revenue.  If  such 
be  the  fact,  (which  is  by  no  means  admitted,)  how 
comes  it  that  wt  have  a  proposition  in  the  other 
end  of  the  Capitol  (the  Senate)  to  divide  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  amongst  the  State* 7  If 
the  Treasury  is,  as  you  allege,  already  bankrupt, 
why  increase  that  deficiency,  by  cutting  off  the  re- 
venue arising  from  the  public  domain?  Sir,  this  is  a 
new  plan  for  replenishing  a  deficient  Treasury,  and 
deserves  to  be  ranked  amongst  the  greatest  dis- 
coveries of  the  age.  You  have  said  that  there  was 
a  "permanent  deficiency "  in  the  Treaturj; 
and,  in  order  to  make  this  true,  you  propose 
to  give  a  poitton  of  the  revenue  to  the  State*!  But, 
sir,  I  deny  the  power,  under  the  Constitution,  to 
distribute  this  mouey  amongst  the  Sia'es,  as  has 
been  contended  for  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House.  Congress  has  no  power  to  levy 
taxes  on  the  people,  to  collect  money  for  distri- 
bution among  the  State*.  No  gentleman  in  this 
House  dare  rise  in  his  place,  and  assert  the  consti- 
tutional right  of  Congress  to  divide  the  revenue  col- 
lected under  your  tariff  laws  amongst  the  States. 
The  money  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  goes  into  the  Treasury,  constitutes  a  part  of 
the  revenue  of  the  Government,  and  is  liable  to  all 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Constitution  upon 
any  part  of  the  public  treasure.  If  you  can  dis- 
tribute any  portion,  too  can  distribute  the  whole. 
But,  gentlemen  tell  us,  this  money  arises  from  the 
sale  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Government,  and 
that  the  Constitution  declares  that  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  dispose  of  the  territory  belonging  to 
the  United  States.  If,  under  this  section,  you  claim 
the  power  to  sell  the  public  domain,  and  distribnte 
the  proceeds  to  the  States,  you  can  levy  taxes  on 
the  people,  puf chase  land,  sell  it,  and  divide  the 
proceeds.  Now,  it  is  a  well  settled  rule  in  law, 
that  you  shall  not  be  permitted  to  do  indirectly, 
what  you  are  not  allowed  to  directly;  so  that,  in  my 
humble  judgment,  the  admission  that  Congress  had 
not  the  constitutional  power  to  distribute  the  mo- 
ney collected  by  means  of  a  tariff,  is  a  surrender 
of  the  question,  and  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
unconstitutionality  of  the  distribution  of  the  pro? 
ceeds  of  the  public  lands. 

But,  sir,  this  distribution  act,  so  far  as  it  goes, 
is  intended  to  be  an  assumption  of  the  State 
debts;  its  effect  will  be  to  enhance  the  value  of 
the  State  bond?,  some  of  which  are  now  worth 
only  sixty  cents  on  the  dollar.  These  bonds,  to 
the  amount  of  more  than  two  hundred  millions, 
are  now  held  by  the  British  bankers  and  brokers; 
and  you  propose,  by  assuming  the  debt,  to 
enhance  the  value  in  their  bands;  thus  giving 
them  at  once  some  seventy  or  eighty  millions 
of  dollars!  Many  of  the  States  have  run  per- 
fectly wild  in  their  schemes  of  internal  improve- 
ments, and  have  contracted  debts  abroad,  which 
you  now  propose  to  pay  by  imposing  additional 
burdens  (for  you  must  increase  your  tariff  if  you 
divide  the  land  revenue)  upon  the  people  of  the 
non-indebted  as  well  as  the  indebted  States.  It 
was  boldly  -charged  on  the  Whigs  during  the 
late  canvass,  that,  if  they  succeeded,  the  British 
bankers  would  hare  cause  to  rejoice}  for  a  bill  pro- 
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viding,  in  some  shape  or  form,  for  the  assumption 
of  the  State  debts,  would  be  passed.  It  was 
charged  that  these  bankers  were  exerting  the  influ- 
ence which  their  money  gave  them  to  defeat  the 
present  Administration.  They  held  upwards  of 
two  hundred  million*  of  our  sleeks;  and  it  is  un- 
reasonable to  suppose  they  would  remain  inactive, 
when  their  pecuniary  interest,  to  so  great  an  extent, 
was  involved  in  the  contest.  I  do  not  intend  to  say 
that  a  sufficient  number  of  votes  were  actually 
purchased  to  change  the  result — (although,  under 
the  pipe-laying  system,  which  has  recently  obtained 
in  many  parts  of  the  country,  much  was  doubtless 
used  in  this  way) — but  that  its  corrupting  influence 
was  seen  and  felt,  in  the  printing  an i  distribution 
of  the  various  publications  made  by  the  Whigs, 
misrepresenting  the  acts  and  traducing  the  charac- 
ter of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  and  in  the 
getting  up  of  idle  shows  and  pageantries.  That 
foreigners  did  interfere  in  our  elections  is  proved 
by  the  numerous  publications  which  have  recently 
been  made.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  read  them; 
for  they  have  already  been  submitted  to  the  people, 
and  have  doubtless  received,  as  they  merited,  their 
serious  consideration.  I  present,  however,  one  ex- 
tract from  an  English  paper,  showing  the  feeling 
of  the  people  of  that  country  against  the  Demo- 
cracy of  this: 

"The  election  of  General  Harrison  to  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  United  States  is  an  event  deeply  inte- 


rning to  England. 
"Mr.  "" 


Van  Buren  was  the  deadly  enemy  of 
Great  Britain.  He  stimulated  the  various  crusades 
against  paper  money.  He  headed  the  conspi- 
racies that  were  formed  for  the  purpose  of  defraud- 
ing English  creditors  out  of  the  debts  due  them  by 
America.  He  was  the  abettor  of  treason  in  Cana- 
da. He  prompted  resistance  to  the  just  claims  of 
England  in  reference  to  the  Northeast  boundary  ques- 
tion. 

"The  sympathies  of  General  Harrison  point, 
we  believe,  in  a  direction  the  reverse  of  that 
to  which  the  prejudices  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  inclined. 

"The  election  of  General  Harrison  is,  in 
short,  a  result  on  which  England  may  congratulate 
herself" 

This  extract  is  taken  from  the  "London  Morn- 
ing Chronicle,"  and  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  high- 
est compliment  that  could  be  paid  to  Mr.  Van 
Buren.  To  be  abused  and  denounced  by  the 
monarchists  of  England,  is  the  strongest  evi- 
dence of  his  attachment  to  our  free  institutions. 
Bat,  sir,  I  have  no  disposition  to  pursue  this  subject 
farther. 

Some  gentlemen,  seeing  the  dilemma  in  which 
they  were  about  to  be  placed  by  the  distribution 
act,  have  sought  to  relieve  themselves  by  a  propo- 
sition to  levy  a  duty  on  wines,  silks,  &c  and  thus, 
by  the  imposition  of  new  taxes  on  the  people,  sup- 
ply the  vacuum  produced  in  the  Treasury  by  the 
withdrawal  of  the  land  revenue;  so  that,  in  order 
to  have  money  for  distribution  to  the  States,  you 
must  increase  the  burdens  on  the  people.  This  is 
not,  in  my  opinion,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  proper 
time  for  the  adjustment  of  this  question;  but  when 
the  tariff  comes  before,  us  for  revision,  it  can  be 
discussed.  In  the  meanwhile,  let  us  husband  our 
resources  by  an  economical  expenditure;  and,  if 
duties  are  to  •  be  levied  on  these  articles,  let  it  be 
taken  off,  in  a  corresponding  degree,  from  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  in  order  that  the  laboring  man 
(who,  after  all,  is  compelled  to  pay  this  duty,)  may 
be  relieved  as  far  as  possible  from  taxation.  But  I 
have  no  disposition  to  debate  this  question  now. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard] 
notwithstanding  he  declares  there  is  a  "permanent 
deficiency*9  in  the  revenue  of  some  forty  millions, 
charges  the  Democratic  party  with  "niggardly  par- 
simony" in  the  Administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and  hopes  that,  under  General  Harrison's 
auspices,  the  various  harbors,  fortifications,  and 
other  works  which,  he  alleges,  we  have  neglected, 
will  be  liberally  attended  to !  Instead  of  reducing 
the  expenditures  of  the  Government,  as  the  Secre- 
tary recommends,  he  Is  for  increasing  them;  and 
this,  I  suppose,  is  his  plan  for  diminishing  his  de- 
fict  of  forty  millions  in  the  revenue.  But,  sir,  we 
are  charged  with  a  "niggardly  parsimony."  Before 
the  election,  the  Whig  orators  in  every  part  of  the 


country  denounced,  in  tones  of  thunder,  the  Ad- 
ministration, for  having  increased  the  expenses  of 
the  Government.  Notwithstanding  the  expendi- 
tures last  year  (1840)  were  some  ten  millions  less 
than  in  1838,  yet  we  were  told  the  public  money 
was  squandered.  Now  that  the  election  is  over, 
instead  of  extravagance,  we  have  the  cry  of  "par- 
simony." Let  the  people  mark  this !  The  gentle- 
man  from  New  York  also  said  (if  I  understood 
him)  that  the  furniture  in  the  President's  House 
was  unfit  for  the  dwelling  of  a  gentleman.  This, 
Mr.  Chairman,  was  the  unkindest  cut  of  all.  Im- 
mediately preceding  the  adjournment  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Ogle]  made  a  speech  commenting  on 
all  the  articles  of  furniture  in  the  President's 
House,  from  the  garret  to  the  cellar,  and  from  the 
parlor  to  the  kitchen,  and  attempted  to  show  that 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  living  in  the  style  and  fashion 
of  a  king,  rather  than  of  a  Republican  President. 
That  speech  was  rent  out  by  thousands— yea,  mil- 
lions—and constituted  the  political  capital  of  the 
grogshop  politicians  and  small-beer  orators  of  that 
party  throughout  the  country.  But  the  object  has 
been  attained.  The  election  is  over,  and  the  "gold 
spoon"  humbug  explodes.  From  the  course  you 
are  now  pursuing,  the  people  will  be  enabled  to  see 
how  much  honesty  characterizrd  your  conduct  pre- 
ceding the  election. 

There  is  another  subject,  introduced  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bill,]  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  refer.  I  allude  to  the  prospective 
pre-emption  law,"  which,  1  rejoice  to  learn,  was 
passed  by  the  Democratic  party  in  the  Senate  on 
yesterday,  and  is  now  in  this  House  for  its  action. 
It  has  been  denounced  here  as  a  "humbug,  de- 
signed to  catch  votes;"  and  gentlemen  nave  vo- 
lunteered the  assertion  that  we  did  not  desire  its 
passage.  Now,  sir,  what  is  this  bill?  It  is  simply 
a  proposition  to  give  the  settler  upon  the  public 
lands  the  right  of  pre-emption;  and  differs  only 
from  the  laws  heretofore  passed,  in  the  fact  that  it 
is  prospective  in  its  operation.  It  does  not  propose 
to  give  the  public  domain  to  the  settler,  but  to  allow 
him  to  take  that  portion  on  which  he  has  settled 
and  built  a  log  cabin,  at  the  Government  price, 
within  a  limited  period.  It  is  a  measure  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  man,  for  the  humble  tenants  of 
the  log-cabins;  for  these  who  may  be  driven  by 
poverty  from  the  older  States,  and  who  may  go 
with  no  bank-bills,  perhaps,  in  their  pockets,  but 
with  strong  arms  and  honest  hearts,. to  bunt  for 
themselves  and  their  families  a  home  in  the  far 
West.  Sir,  if  this  were  a  measure  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  pecuniary  interest  of  speculators  or 
bankers,  it  would  not  meet  with  the  opposition  it 
does  from  Whig  gentlemen.  Although  loud  in 
th?ir  professions  of  attachment  to  the  poor  man, 
when  office  is  to  be  obtained,  in  their  legislation 
little  regard  is  paid  to  his  interests.  Gentlemen 
have  denounced  these  settlers  as  "lawless  squatters" 
and  "land  pirates,"  and  told  us  that  the  United 
States  marshal  ought  to  be  sent  with  a  military 
force  to  dispossess  them.  Sir,  if  a  banker  (as  is 
the  practice  every  day)  swindles  the  community  out 
of  millions,  the  act  goes  unwhipt  of  justice;  but  if 
a  poor  man  settles  down  on  the  public  land,  and 
endeavors,  by  bis  industry  and  frugality,  to  pro- 
core  a  livelihood  for  his  children,  you  would  raise 
a  military  force  to  turn  him  off,  and  deprive  him  of 
the  little  improvement  be  had  made.  This  may  be 
Whig  policy  and  Whig  justice;  but,  I  venture  the 
assertion,  the  American  people  are  not  prepared  for 
such  doctrine.  In  the  estimation  of  these  Whig 
orators,  to  cut  down  a  few  trees  in  a  dense  and 
almost  unbroken  forest  belonging  to  the  Govern- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  a  few  acres  of 
corn,  is  a  most  heinous  offence;  whilst  they  suffer 
the  bankers  to  violate  the  laws,  make  sport  of  their 
legislation,  acquire  wealth  by  their  villanies,  and 
ride  in  proud  triumph  over  the  ruin  and  desolation 
of  the  laboring  man.  Sir,'  there  is  a  point  beyond 
which  forbearance  ceases  to  a  virtue;  and  the  time 
will  come  when  this  great  money-power,  which  is 
eating  out  the  substance  of  the  people,  must  be 
checked  by  yeur  legislation,  or  the  land  will  be  de- 
luged in  blood.  The  day  of  retribution  is  at  hand, 
and  wo  be  to  that  legislator  who  seeks  to 
dice  the  few  by  the  oppression  of  the  many, 
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The  pre-emption  bill  {is  a  favorite  measure  with 
%me,  ana  enlists  all  (he  sympathies  of  my  nature.  It 
affords  me  the  most  sincere  pleasure  to  do  all  in  my 
power  to  advance  the  interest  of  the  hardy  and  en- 
terprising emigrant,  who,  abandoning  the  home  of 
his  fathers,  the  worn-out,  worm-eaten  land  of  his 
nativity,  has  taken  up  his  abode  in  the  rich  valleys  of 
the  far  West.  Sir,  I  would  rather  be  recognised 
as  the  champion  of  such  men,  than  bold  the  highest 
office  within  the  gift  of  my  country.  Let  these 
men  have  the  encouragement  of  the  Government — 
the  promise  that,  within  a  limited  period,  they 
shall  be  permitted,  at  your  present  price,  to  pur- 
chase the  land  on  which  they  reside;  and,  with 
their  industry  and  enterprise,  the  rude  cabin  wil) 
soon  give  way  to  the  comfortable  dwelling,  and 
the  wilderness  be  made  "to  bloom  and  blossom  as 
the  rose.1'  By  the  parage  of  this  ?C,  many,  in 
the  old  Slates  of  this  Union,  who  now  feel,  from 
day  to  day,  the  cutting  lash  of  penury  and  want, 
and  who  have  families  growing  up  around  them, 
without  the  ability  to  supply  them  with  even  the 
ncexaries  of  life,  woull  emigrate  to  the  West,  set- 
tle down  on  your  lands,  and  soon  surround  them- 
selves with  all  the  comforts  of  life.  In  this  way 
,  yon  would  not  only  contribute  to  their  happiness, 
bnt  in  making  them  the  owners  of  the  ?o  1,  in- 
crease and  strengthen  their  attachment  to  the  Union; 
and  thus  lay  the  foundation  for  the  permanent 
prosperity  of  the  country  broad  and  deep  in  the 
affections  of  the  people.  I  would,  for  my  own  pait, 
much  rather  make  a  gift  of  the  public  domain  to 
bona  fide  settlers,  who  would  improve  the  country, 
than  to  see  it  falling  at  the  Government  price  into 
the  hands  of  speculators. 

One  word  more  en  this  point.  If  gentlemen  re- 
gard this  pre  emption  bill  as  an  "electioneering" 
measure,  what,  1  ask,  do  they  think  of  the  the  dis- 
tribution act?  That  is  a  measure  which  has  been 
hawked  about  by  a  distinguished  Senator  [Mr. 
Clay]  for  a  number  of  years,  and  has  constituted  a 
large  portion  of  his  political  capital;  a  measure, 
through  the  influence  of  which  he  hopes  to  reach  * 
the  goal  of  bis  ambition— the  Presidency.  If  the 
pre-emption  bill  which  has  passed  the  Senate 
passes  this  House,  (and  I  know  it  will  not  be  the 
fault  of  the  Democracy  if  it  does  not,)  and  the  price 
of  the  public  lands  is  graduated,  many  portions  of 
the  country,  now  considered  unproductive  and 
valueless,  will  soon  be  settled  and  under  cultiva- 
tion. A  considerable  part  of  the  public  domain 
has  been  in  market  for  some  twenty  or  thirty  years; 
and,  if  the  price  of  this  weie  reduced  and  gra- 
duated, much  of  it  might  be  sold;  and  thus  the  Trea- 
sury replenished,  without  a  resoit  to  additional 
taxes  on  the  people.  This  policy  has  been  adopted 
by  some  of  the  States  in  disposing  of  their  lands, 
and  ought  to  be  pursued  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

Much  has  been  said  by  the  different  gentlemen 
who  have  addressed  the  committee  in  relation  to 
the  policy  of  the  next  Administration.  Whilst 
gentlemen  tell  us  that  General  Harrison  stocd 
fairly  committed  before  the  public  upon  all  the  va- 
rious questions  in  wheh  the  people  are  interested, 
we  find  them  here  differing  widely  as  to  the  mea- 
sures he  will  recommend,  or  the  policy  he  will 
adopt.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Bar- 
hard]  hopes  and  believes  that  liberal  appropria- 
tions will  fee  made,  the  "niggardly  parsimony91  of 
the  present  Administration  abandoned,  and  a  Na- 
tional Bank  established.  We  are  also  told,  by 
those  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  President  elect, 
that  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  will  be  distri- 
buted amongst  the  States,  and  an  additional  tariff 
levied  en  certain  articles,  te  make  up  the  deficiency 
in  the  Treasury.  Other  gentlemen  of  the  same 
party  have  denounced  these  measures,  and  declared 
*ach  would  not  be  the  policy  of  General  Harrison. 
The  eloquent  gentleman  from  Virgin  :a,  [Mr.  Wise,] 
who  has  long  stood  before  the  country  as  one  of 
the  ablest  champions  of  the  Whig  cause,  has  de- 
nounced, in  unmeasured  terms,  an  increase  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government,  the  project  for  a 
4uty  on  wines  and  silks,  and  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  Well,  sir,  here  stand 
members  of  the  same  party  differing  in  everything, 
as  to  the  course  of  the  next  Administration.  Now, 
does  not  every  one  see  that  if,  as  has  been  alleged, 


General  Harrison's  views  were  well  known  to  the 
country,  this  contrariety  of  opinion  would  not  ex- 
ist. I  have  no  deposition  to  speak  harshly  of  the 
man  who  has  been  seloded  by  my  coenirymen  to 
preside  over  the  destinies  of  this  Republic  Not- 
withstanding the  manner  in  which  he  comes  in,  he 
ought  to  have  a  fair  trial.  If,  as  his  friends  de- 
clared before  the  election  would  be  the  case,  his 
measures  are  in  accordance  wtih  those  winch  go- 
verned the  Administration  of  Jefferson — if  he  ad- 
heres io  the  good  old  Republican  doctrines  taught 
by  our  fathers — I  will  not  be  found  arrayed  against 
him.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  he  proves  a  latitndi- 
narian  in  his  construction  of  the  Constitution — if, 
under  his  auspices,  a  National  Bank  is  created,  and 
a  national  debt  saddled  upon  the  people,  to  carry 
on  a  splendid  &ys'em  of  internal  improvement, 
thus  making  the  States  the  mere  stipendiaries  of  the 
General  Government — if  the  public  money  is  to  be 
taken  from  the  hands  of  public  officers,  where  the 
framcrs  of  the  Constitution  intended  iUhould  be, 
and  given  to  bankers,  to  increase  their  dividends 
and  enhance  the  \alue  of  their  stock — then,  sir,  I 
Will  oppose  his  administration  boldly  and  fearlessly, 
and  to  the  fullest  extent  of  my  humble  abilities. 
The  Democratic  principles,  which  I  believe  to  be 
inseparably  conceded  with  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  shall  not  be  sacrificed,  if  I  have  th;  power 
to  avert  it. 

We  have,  during  this  debate,  had  the  novel  spec- 
tacle of  Whig  members  debating  the  question, 
whether  or  no  we  will  have  a  special  session  of 
Congress  this  summer.  The  Constitution  gives  the 
President  alone  the  power  to  convene  Congress, 
should  he  deem  it  necessary.  This  House  has  no 
control  whatever  over  the  subject,  and  yet  it  has 
been  warmly  discussed  by  gentlemen  in  the  Oppo- 
sition. I  understand  that  a  caucus,  consisting  of 
the  Whig  Senators,  has  been  helJ,  at  which  it  was 
determined  that  a  special  session  should  be  called. 

Here  k  Mr.  Jenifer  of  Maryland,  rose,  and  after 
disclaiming  any  knowledge  of  such  a  caucus,  ask- 
>  ed  for  the  authority  on  which  the    declaration  was 
made. 

Mr.  Wellkr  responded  that  he  made  the  asser- 
tion on  the  authority  of  the  Whig  papers  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia;  in  okc  of  which  the  names 
of  the  Senators  in  attendance  were  given.  He 
was  not  aware  that  the  Senator  thus  named  had 
authorized  a  denial  of  the  correcne  s  of  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Jenifer  asked  Mr.  Weiler  whether  he  be- 
lieved all  he  read  in  Whig  papers? 

Mr.  Wellbr  replied  that  he  was  not  generally 
in  the  habit  of  placing  much  confidence  on  them; 
but  that,  when  they  undertook  to  give  the  move- 
ments of  their  party-leaders,  he  supposed  they 
might  be  depended  on. 

It  is  then  settled,  Mr.  Chairman,  so  far  as  the  ad- 
visers of  the  President  are  concerned,  that  we  must 
have  a  special  session  of  Congress.  And  for  what 
purpose?  If  our  country  were  about  to  be  involved 
iu  a  war,  and  it  were  important  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  defending  our  rights,  an  extraordinary 
session  might  be  necessary  and  proper;  but  why 
call  us  from  our  homes,  at  an  expense  of  some 
three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  peo- 
die?  I  know  of  n)  other  reason  than  because  you 
are  anxious  to  repeal  the  act  commonly  called  the 
'Sub -Treasury  bill.  In  the  late  canvass  the  banks 
freely  expended  their  money  to  elevate  the  Whig 
orators  to  office;  and  now  they  are  impatient  for 
their  remuneration;  they  have  complied  with  their 
part  of  the  contract,  and  expect  you  to  comply  wish 
your.*,  by  giving  them  the  use  and  custody  of  the 
public  money.  They  are  unwilling  to  trust  you 
until  the  annual  session  of  Congress.  Yes,  ?ir; 
the  bank*  have  issued  their  edicts  to  you,  and  you 
have  issued  yours  to  the  President  elect,  demanding 
a  special  session  of  Congress,  in  order  that  the 
"Sub -Treasury"  may  be  repealed,  and  the  public 
money  be  again  given  to  a  favored  few  to  advance 
their  interests.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Lane]  said  that  this  act  had  "carried  darkness 
and  gloom  into  every  avenue  of  life,"  and  has  re- 
peated to  this  Houae  a  speech  about  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  the  specie  circular,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  State*,  &c.  I  have  no  doubt',  sir,  that 
speech  was  frequently  recited  to  bis  constituents  at 


home  dm ing  the  late  elecion,  and  received  from 
them  much  more  attention  than  it  met  with  here. 
We  were  told  some  years  ago,  when  the  patriot  «f 
the  Hermitage  was  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
that  "war,  pestilence,  and  famine"  were  preferable 
to  the  rule  of  a  military  chieftain;  and  another  dis- 
linguisheri  Senator,  who  is  soon  to  be  in  the  cabinet, 
in  depicting  the  rum  that  must  ensue  from  tbe  remo- 
val of  the  deposites,  declared  that  our  "canals  wonld 
be  avoliiude,and  our  lakes  a  desert  waste  of  waters." 
But,  sir,  that  military  chiefiain  was  elected;  and 
neither  "war,"  "pestilence,*  nor  "famine  »  over- 
spread the  land;  but,  on  the  contrary,  so  ably  did 
he  administer  the  Government,  that  we  now  fiod 
these  mm  tbe  most  devoted  supporters  of  military 
chieftains.  The  public  deposites  Were  not  restored, 
nor  were  our  canals  made  a  "solitude;"  bat,  on  tbe 
contrary,  the  commerce  of  the  country  increased, 
and  the  people  eontinued  prosperous  and  happy. 
Bat  I  have  no  inclination  to  review  the  acts  of  Ge- 
neral Jackson's  administration;  they  have  been 
paas'd  upon  by  the  American  people,  and  now 
cons'iute  a  part  of  our  national  history.  He  who 
believes  he  can  divert  public  attention  from  the  pro- 
fligate  acts  of  the  banks,  anJ  make  them  believe 
that  the  mere  fact  of  the.  Government  taking  care 
of  its  own  money,  by  means  of  the  "Sub-Treasu- 
ry" law,  has  produced  the  present  low  prices  of  la- 
bor aod  produce,  and  the  general  embarrassment  ia 
the  business  of  the  country,  has  much  mistaken  the 
intelligence  of  the  people.  Tne  time  for  socb  ar- 
gumer  ts  (if  arguments  they  can  be  called)  has 
gone  by.  It  may  have  done  well  enough,  daring  a 
heated  canvass,  to  advance  such  doctrine*;  bot  tbe 
time  for  reasoning  has  returned,  and  the  sober 
judgment  of  the  people  is  no  v  directed  to  the  trae 
cause  of  their  difficulties. 

We  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  just  passed  through 
one  of  the  most  violent  contests  ever  witnessed  in 
our  country.  The  fires  of  party  strife  were  kindled 
in  the  valleys  and  on  the  hill-tops;  the  whole  repub- 
lic was  con  vet  ted  into  an  amphitheatre,  in  which 
poltical  eladiators  met  in  fierce  combat  and  battle 
array .  The  succi  s.T ul  party,  by  low  appeals  to  tbe 
prejudices  of  the  people — by  shows  and  parades  of 
the  most  disgusting  character— called  into  action 
all  the  worst  p  ass  ions  of  the  human  heart,  and 
made  enemies,  bitter  and  irreconcilable,  cf  those 
wham  nature  designed  for  friend*.  Sir,  I  need  not 
remind  you  of  the  foolish  processions,  the  vtugar 
songs,  and  the  various  shows,  which  e.itered  into 
and  constituted  tbe  capital  stock  of  our  opponent? 
in  the  late  canvass.  Tbey  arc  still  fresh  ia  your 
recMUction,  and,  I  truss  for  the  honor  of  car  com- 
mon country,  will  never  again  be  repeaed.  Such 
scenes  were  insulting  to  the  intelligence  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  well  calculated  to  undermine  tbe  founda- 
tion of  our  free  institutions.  Bat,  sir,  the  election 
is  ovet;  and  we  have  assembled  here  as  legislator?, 
for  the  purpose  of  enacting  such  laws  as  maybe 
deemed  necessary  to  promote  the  welfare  of  oar 
constituent?.  I  expected  that  the  excitement  con- 
nected with  that  e4ecion  had  sub?tded,  and  that  we 
should  meet  in  thi3  Hall  as  friends— as  Americans 
jointly  interested  in  the  perpetuity  'of  the  Republic, 
and  anxious  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  bnghtea, 
to  strengthen,  and  to  extend  the  chain  of  oat 
federal  Union.  I  did  hope  that  a  conciliatory 
spirit  would  prevail,  and  that  the  rude  conflicts 
through  which  we  have  passed  would  not  be  re- 
newed; that  oil  would  be  poured  upon  the  troobled 
waters;  that  our  victorious  opponents  wou'd  act  in 
the  spirit  that  becomes  a  generous  foe,  and  not,  m 
tones  of  exultation,  taunt  us  with  our  defeat  aid 
continue,  to  denounce  us  as  violators  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  enemies  to  the  Republic  In  all  this  t 
have  been  mistaken.  Before  the  election  wc  were 
told  that,  in  the  event  tbe  Whig  parly  succeeded, 
we  5hould  have  "an  era  of  good  feeling;"  tha* 
every  thing  would  be  done  to  repress  that  vioknt 
party  spirit  which  has  at  times  threatened  the  per* 
manency  of  our  institutions.  But,  sir,  the  general 
tone  of  the  Whig  members  in  this  debate  has  be*B 
any  thing  else  than  pacific  Notwithstanding  tbe 
public  mind  demands  repose,  they  have  determine 
there  shall  be  no  peace;  that  this  Republic  saw 
again  be  convulsed,  and  the  fires  of  party  rekindled. 
During  this  discussion,  the  party  to  which  I  am 
proud  to  belong  has  been  denounced  with  aaosoa 
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acrimony.  Well,  sir,  if  this  is  the  course  oar  high- 
minded  opponents  intend  to  pursue,  I,  for  one,  am 
ready  for  the  contest— yes,  sir,  ready  for  the  fight, 
cone  when  and  where  it  may;  and  I  shall  only 
cease  my  exertions  when  the  la  a  spark  of  American 
Democracy  has  been  extinguished. 

The  gentleman  Jrom  Indiana  [Mr.  Lank]  has 
raantingly  told  as  that  "Loco  Focoism  was  dead, 
without  the  hope  of  a  resurrection."  If,  by  the 
term  "Loco  Foco,"  he  means  the  friends  of  the  pre- 
sent Administration  known  as  the  Democratic  par- 
ty, let  me  assure  him  that  he  is  much  mistaken.  It 
is  true  we  have  been  defeated,  bat  not  annihilated. 
Let  him  not  suppose  that  we  have  given  up  in  de- 
spair, and  intend  to  fold  our  arms,  and  quietly 
submit  to  Federal  rule.  No,  air,  we  are  not  dis- 
heartened; there*  it  much  in  the  present  indicative 
of  a  glorious  "resurrection"  to  the  Democracy. 
Already  the  seeds  of  disunion  are  sown  in  your 
own  ranks,  and  although  you  now  boast  of  the 
strength  and  power  of  the  giant,  you  will  soon  be 
as  weak  and  harmless  as  the  child  in  its  mother's 
lap.  Hitherto  you  have  had  nothing  to  do  but  op- 
to$e.  Now  you  are  placed  in  the  majority,  having 
the  responsibility  of  the  Government  resting  upon 
you,  and  you  will  be  compelled  to  act.  -That  ac- 
tion will  exhibit  the  contrariety  of  opinion  amongst 
you,  and  engender  a  feeling  which  will  eventually 
lead  to  a  dismemberment  of  your  party.  Upon  all 
the  great  questions  introduced  in  thi«  debate,  we 
have  found  you  differing  widely.  The  log  cabins 
and  coon  skin  banners  which  you  used  so  success- 
fully in  the  late  contest,  will  not  avail  you  now. 
No  vulgar  songs  nor  idle  shows  can  di?ert  public 
attention  from  your  act*.  You  have  promised  re* 
trenchment  and  reform.  Yon  have  promised  to  re- 
store the  business  of  the  country,  reform  the  cur- 
rency, and  raise  the  price  of  labor  and  produce; 
and  these  promises  joa  are  expected  to  redeem.  I 
do  net  mean,  sir,  that  I  expect  you  to  redeem  them, 
(for  I  am  confident  you  will  no',)  butihe  thousands 
of  honest  men  who  voted  for  Qeneral  Harrison  ex- 
pect it.  Lay  not,  then,  the  flattering  unction  to 
your  soul  that  Democracy  is  dead.  We  who  have 
enjoyed  her  cheering  sunshine  will  not  abandon  her 
now,  when  enveloped  in  the  clouds  of  adversity  and 
defeat.  To  me  she  is  more  attractive  than  in  the 
days  of  her  proudest  triumph.  Yes,  sir,  Democra- 
cy still  liver,  founded  upon  the  eternal  and  immu- 
table principles  of  truth,  though  crushed  to  the  ' 
earth,  it  will  rise  again.  Sir,  it  is  a  noble  sedi- 
ment— a  sentiment  mat  liberalizes  the  feelings,  ex- 
pands the  heart,  and  makes  man  what  God  intend* 
ed  he  should  be — his  noblest  work.  Let  no  Demo- 
crat despond,  but  once  more  let  us  rally  to  the  sup- 
port of  our  favorite  cause.  Let  us  fling  out  our 
banner  to  the  winds  of  Heaven,  and  inscribe  upon 
its  ample  folds  "uncompiomising  hostility  to  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  to  every  law  which  violates  an 
equality  of  political  rights."  Under  this  banner  we 
will  rally  with  the  patriotic  enthusiasm,  the  indomi- 
table energy,  and  the  unflagging  perseverance  which 
characterized  our  fathers  when  they  shook  off  the 
yoke  of  colonial  bondage.  And  if,  after  all  our  ef- 
forts, this  fair  Republic  becomes  the  abiding  place 
of  an  aristocracy  as  cruel,  as  insolent,  and  oppres- 
sive as  that  which  curses  the  older  nations  of  the 
earth — if,  after  a  temporary  propperity,  it  sinks 
down  into  a  moneyed  despotism,  and  our  country- 
men are  compelled  to  wear  the  clanking,  galling 
chains  of  tyranny,  we  can  stand  before  high  heaven, 
and,  with  pure  consciences,  declare  that  we  have 
discharged  our  duty. 


THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 

REMARKS  OFMR.  WRIGHT, 

OP  NEW  YORK. 
In  Senate,  Monday,  February  8,  1841— The  Bank- 
rapt  bill  being  under  consideration,  and  the  re- 
solution of  Mr.  Hubbard  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  intfrue- 
lions  to  so  amend  it  as  to  include  banks  and 
other  trading  incorporations,  being  the  question 
before  the  Senate — 

Mr.  WRIGHT  did  not  rise,  as  his  friend  [Mr. 
Sew  ibb]  had  observed,  to  make  a  speech,  but  the 
rather,  as  he  was  sometimes  called  upon  to  do,  to 
m  tempt  an  explanation  of  his  own  course  in  re* 


ference  to  the  bill  then  before  the  Senate.  Before 
he  proceeded,  he  would  make  another  remark,  and 
that  was  that  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
whether  favorable  or  unfavorable,  to  Ihe  proposi- 
tion under  discussion,  were  only  to  him  the  opinions 
of  a  friend,. whom  he  respected  and  admired;  but 
they  had  nothing  to  do  here,  either  on  the  one  side 
or  the  other,  and  therefore  he  should  not  feel  called 
upon  to  read  from  them  as  authority  for  his  course. 
He  made  the  remark  because  he  had  observed  that, 
to  settle  what  seemed  to  be  a  sort  of  controversy 
among  his  friends,  they  had  reference  to  the  opi 
nions  of  the  President,  formerly  expressed  against 
including  banks  and  other  incorporations  in  the  pro- 
visions of  a  bankrupt  law,  and,  at  a  liter  period,  in 
favor  of  including  them;  for  he  believed  he  did  the 
President  no  injustice,  when  he  said  he  had  changed 
opinion  upon  this  point,  and  had  frankly  expressed 
that  change.  This,  however,  was  immaterial  to 
him.  He  respected  the  opinions  of  others,  and  es- 
pecially those  of  the  President,  as  much  as  any 
man,  and  gave  them  as  much  weight,  and  still 
he  endeavored  to  make  up  his  own  mind  on  all 
questions  upon  which  he  was  compelled  to  act. 

He  desired  now  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate, 
while  he  gave  a  biief  history  of  the  present  agita- 
tion of  this  great  question  of  a  bankrupt  law,  which 
be  was  compelled  to  give,  to  justify  his  own  course 
and  his  own  action  ro  the  matter. 

The  subject  of  a  bankrupt  law  had,  upon  various 
occasions,  occupied  the  public  mind,  and  claimed 
the  attention  of  Congress;  but  the  present  agitation, 
so  far  as  his  knowledge  extended,  commenced 
during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1839.  In  any  event, 
die  proposition  for  a  bankrupt  law  first  made  its 
appearance  in  Congress,  since  he  bad  been  a  mem- 
ber, during  the  last  session,  and  the  evidences  were 
then  abundant  that  the  public  mind  was  be- 
coming awake  to  some  national  legislation  under 
the  constitutional  provision  upon  that  subject.  In- 
deed, be  himself  received,  almost  daily,  during  a 
large  portion  of  that  session,  petitions,  numerously 
and  respectably  signed,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a 
uniform  law  on  the  subject  of  ban kruptcus  through- 
out the  United  States. 

He  presented  such  petitions  almost  daily,  as  a 
recurrence  to  the  proreedi&gs  of  the  Senate  would 
show,  all  of  which  were  drawn  almost,  if  not  ex- 
actly, in  the  words  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Stat?*,  their  prayer  being  for  the  passage  of 
a  "uniform  law  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies 
throughout  the  United  States,"  without  a  reference 
to  a  single  feature  which  such  a  law,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  petitioners,  should  take. 

Etrty  in  those  proceedings,  as  one  of  those  ma- 
nifestations of  public  sentiment  which,  coming 
from  such  a  source,  and  relating  to  &uch  a  subject, 
have  ever  a  strong  influence  on  his  mind  and  ac- 
tion, was  a  meeting  of  merchants  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  at  the  Exchange  in  that  city,  making 
an  appeal  ro  Congress  to  pass  such  a  law.  He 
(Mr.  Wright)  did  net  fail  then  to  sre  that  any 
bankrupt  law  must  affect  the  solvent  merchants 
more  sensibly  than  any  other  interest  in  this  coun- 
try, except  the  solvent  banks;  and  his  heart  rejoiced 
that  (he  solvent  merchants  believed  it  was  expe- 
dient for  Congress  to  exercise  that  high  power,  and 
to  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  at  a  crisis  such  as. then  exist- 
ed. The  grant  of  the  power  in  the  Constitution  is 
express  and  full,  but  upon  one  single  occasion  only, 
daring  the  existence  of  our  Government,  has  it 
been  called  into  exercise,  and  then  for  a  brief  pe- 
riod, and  with,  unsatisfactory  results;  though  we 
have  experienced  frequent  and  severe  revulsions  in 
trade,  extensive  and  mischievous  derangements  of 
our  currency,  and  periods  of  wide- spread  and  dep'o- 
rable  insolvency.  The  unpublished  history  of  that 
meeting  at  the  Exchange  in  the  city  of  New  York 
told  him  a  further  fact;  that  that  meeting  responded 
to  ihe  sentiment  that,  if  a  bankrupt  law  was  to  be 
passed,  the  banking  institutions  of  the  country 
should  be  included  in  its  operation,  though  the  re- 
solutions adopted  contaned  no  such  expression.  A 
gentleman  well  known  to  the  Senate,  and  well 
known  to  this  whole  country,  (he  alluded  to  a  late 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Benja- 
min F.  Butler,)  addressed  that  meeting  for  hours 
on  that  point,  and  his  sentiments  were  responded  to 
with  enthusiasm  by  the  members  of  the  meeting— 


a  meeting  comprising  a  body  of  merchants  of  the 
city  of  New  York— of  the  bankers — of  the  bro- 
kers— of  the  traders— indeed,  of  the  business  men 
of  all  professions  and  classes,  equal  in  intelligence, 
in  enterprise,  in  wealth,  in  all  which  constituted 
them  competent  judges  of  the  proper  provisions  of 
a  bankrupt  law,  to  any  other  body  of  men  which 
could  have  been  assembled  in  that  great  city,  or  at 
any  other  commercial  point  in  the  country. 

Another  material  step,  for  he  passed  but 
lightly  over  the  these  subjects,  was  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  meeting  of  the  merchants  and 
others  of  that  city  were,  by  its  order,  trans- 
mitted to  the  Legislature  of  the  Srate  of  New  York, 
with  a  respectful  request  that  the  Legislature  would 
signify  to  the  representatives  of  the  State  in  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  its  opinion  on  this  important 
subject.  The  Legislature  did  pass  resolutions  in 
one  of  its  branches,  in  the  precise  language  of  the 
petitions  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  law,  which  had 
passed  through  his  hands,  and  which  be  had  before 
described.  In  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
the  form  of  the  resolutions  was  changed,  and  they 
were  made  to  express — he  spoke  from  recollection 
merely,  for  he  had  them  not  before  him — a  wish 
that  Congress  should  exercise  its  constitutional 
power  to  pass  a  uniform  law  on  the  subject  of 
bankruptcies  of  natural  persons  throughout  the 
United  Suites.  That  amendment  was  adopted  in  the 
popular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  but  it  remans 
to  this  day,  a  question  of  fact  whether  that  altera- 
tion of  the  legislative  resolutions  was  ever  con- 
curred in  by  the  other  branch. 

He  (Mr.  Wright)  only  mentioned  this  to  show 
that  the  moment  the  question  of  the  form  of  a  bill, 
and  especially  of  the  inclusion  or  exclusion  of 
corporations  was  agitated  any  where,  it  became  a 
question  of  difficulty;  not  to  express  a  disrespectful 
sentiment  of  the  State,  or  of  either  branch  of  its  Legir- 
lature.  Any  such  expression  woo  Id  be  not  less  a  viola- 
tion of  his  feelings  than  of  bis  doty,  and  he  begged 
to  be  distinctly  understood  upon  this  point.  He  simply 
desired,  by  the  reference,  to  illustrate  the  difference 
between  general  expressions  in  favor  of  a  bank- 
rupt law,  and  minute  legislative  action  upon  a 
bankrupt  law,  such  as  was  now  called  for  from  the 
members  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolutions  came  here  in  the  form  last  men- 
tioned by  him,  and  they  were,  in  that  form,  pre- 
sented by  his  honorable  colleague  to  this  body. 

A  reference  to  these  facts  was  material  to  him, 
as  going  to  account  for  his  action  upon  the  subject, 
at  the  list  session.  Following  in  the  general  aud 
open  course  indicated  by  these  various  expressions 
of  the  public  sentiment  and  public  wjsb,  not  a  voice 
was  raised  from  his  State,  wo  far  as  he  knew, 
against  the  passage  of  "the  bankrupt  bill,"  so 
called,  or  in  reference  to  its  form  and  features,  un- 
til a.  bill,  or  rather  several  bills,  had  been  presented 
to  this  body,  and  the  appropriate  committee  of  the 
body  had  entered  upon  Ihe  consideration  of  the 
delicate  subject:  Indeed  very  few  expression* 
even  of  doubt  and  fear,  and  still  a  less  number  in- 
dicating a  distinct  friendship  for,  or  opposition  to, 
particular  provisions  in  such  a  law.  until  after  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  of  the 
Senate  had  reported,  and  their  propositions  bad 
been  given  to  the  public. 

Among  the  first  of  these  manifestations  of  opi- 
nion, to  which  it  wculd  be  admitted  he  ought  to 
yield  great  deference,  when  expressed  upon  such  a 
subject,  was  a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York,  from  which 
body  he  had  presented  a  memorial  to  this  body  this 
morning  upon  the  same  subject.  That  memorial, 
not  touching  the  subject  of  corporations,  stated 
certain  dUtinct  features  which  the  Chamber  sup- 
posed ought  to  be  incorporated  in  a  bankrupt  law. 
While  the  bill  was  under  consideration  in  the  Se- 
nate, he  made  his  best  efforts— and  they  were  hum- 
ble, and  to  some  extent  unsuccessful — to  give  it 
the  form  and  features  thus  recommended.  He 
succeeded,  as  he  had  already  said,  to  some  extent, 
and  to  some  extent  be  did  not  succeed;  but  his  suc- 
cess went  so  far  as  to  convince  himself,  with  his 
very  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  matter,  that  the 
bill  came  within  the  most  material  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Chamber,  and  when  the  ques- 
tion came  up  on  the  engrossment,  he  voted  for  it. 
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After  he  had  done  so,  and  upon  the  evening  of 
the  same  day,  a  very  respectable  committee — t^and 
he  thought  he  ought  to  mention  that  every  member 
•f  that  committee  was  a  political  opponent  *(  bis,) 
arrived  here  from  that  Chamber  ot  Commerce,  aod 
he  was  surprised  to  find  them  instantly  and  strong- 
ly remonstrating  against  the  bill  which  the  Senate 
had  formed,  and  against  his  vote  in  its  favor. 
Now  he  had  not — if  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done 
so — the  firmness  to  change  that  vote,  and  he  told 
the  committee  at  once,  that  he  could  not  change  it. 
He  voted  for  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  which  did 
pass  the  Senate  and  was  sent  to  the  House  during 
the  last  session. 

That  bill,  however,  did  not  become  a  law. 
Hence  time  had  been  allowed  for  the  public  mind 
to  act  upon  that  particular  form  cf  a  bankrupt  law. 
It  had  done  so  to  some  extent,  as  the  various  dt  cu- 
ments  upon  the  files  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  it 
and  to  the  general  subject  would  snow,  but  he  yet 
feared  that  aoic  n  had  been  much  too  limited  to  af- 
ford a  sore  gnide  to  safe  legislation. 

To  return  however  to  his  own  experience  as  to 
the  results  from  that  action  of  the  public  mind,  to 
far  as  it  bad  ac?ed.  He  took  bis  seat  here  again  at 
the  present  session  of  Congres.*;  and  what  had  b*en 
his  duty  to  his  constituents,  during  the  period  they 
had*  been  asscmb'ed?  To  present  scarcely  a  peti- 
tion in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  law,  and  a  very  Urge 
number  of  remonstrances  against  the  passage  of 
auch  a  law  as  pasred  the  Senate  at  its  last  t  ess  ion. 
He  knew  that  petitions  and  remonstrances,  as  a 
general  remark,  wrre  very  doubtful  authority,  but 
the  source  from  which  they  came  might  usually  be 
more  relied  on  than  the  mere  names  subscribed. 
In  that  sense,  without  desiring  to  be  tedious  to  the 
Senate,  he  would  state  that  he,  on  the  5  h  of  Janua- 
ry, presented  remoostrances  of  this  character  from 
the  city  of  New  York,  signed  by  205  merchants 
and  mercantile  firms;  and  in  consequence  of  the 
controversy  which  grew  out  of  (be  question  as  to 
the  real  or  fictitious  character  of  the  peitioners  for 
and  against  a  bankrupt  law,  last  year,  the  course 
adopted  this)  ear  by  these  remonstrant*  had  been 
that  every  man  who  signed  a  remonstrance,  put  his 
name,  and  business,  and  street,  and  number  there- 
to; and  in  every  instance  where  one  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  him,  it  had  been  with  the  injunction  that 
he  would  move  to  have  it  printed  with  the  names. 
That  he  had  invariably  done,  and  be  had  intended 
in  every  case  tc  return  to  the  city  some  two  or  three  of 
the  printed  copies,  that  an  investigation  in  reference 
to  its  weight  and  force,  and  to  the  property,  standing, 
and  character  of  the  signers,  might  be  made,  where 
alone  such  investigation  could  be  properly  made. 
With  the  strictest  intention  to  perform  this  duty 
folly,  there  were  several  of  the  remonstrances 
which  had  either  escaped  his  no!  ice  among  the 
printed  documents,  or  bad  not  yet  reached  our  ta- 
bles from  the  printing  office. 

The  remonstrances  here  spoken  of  were  not  re- 
monstrances against  a  bankrupt  law  with  proper 
and  safe  previsions  in  the  judgment  of  the  remon- 
strants; but  against  such  a  bankrupt  law  as  that 
which  passed  the  Senate  at  its  last  session;  accom- 
panying an  opposition  to  that  bill  with  an  expres- 
sion of  the* further  opinion,  that  the  present  short 
session  will  not  allow  to  Congress  sufficient  time, 
from  its  other  indispensable  duties,  to  digest  and 
pa?8  sueh  a  bankrupt.law  as  the  great  interests  of 
the  country  require,  in  case  any  such  law  is  to  be 
passed 

To  such  remonstrances  he  found,  from  the  print- 
ed documents,  there  were  324  signatures  of  indi- 
viduals and  firms;  and  he  was  informed,  from 
sources  to  which  he  could  give  the  highest  cred  t, 
that  these  constitute  so  far  as  they  go,  a  body  of 
merchants  and  basnets  men  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  equal  to  any  other  like  number  of  men  of 
that  city.  He  spoke  now,  of  course,  of  the  sol- 
vent merchants,  solvent  traders,and  solvent  bouses. 

These  was  another  class  of  remonstrants  from 
that  city,  and  these  might  embrace  the  names  of 
some  of  those  in  the  documents  to  which  he  had 
referred,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
individuals  and  firms  who  speak  this  simple  lan- 
guage: '•We  the  undersigned,  beseech  your  hono- 
rable body,  if  it  is  found  to  be  expedient  to  pass  a 
mniform  bankrupt  law,  that  banks  and  all  other 


trading  corporations  be  subjected  to  its  operation." 
On  looking  over  these  memorials,  as  well  as  the 
letters  which  accompany  them— far  he  could  not 
speak  from  personal  acquaintance,  that  being  very 
limited  among  the  merchants  of  New  York — they 
embraced  a  very  large  body  of  the  most  important 
trading  houses  in  that  city.  Such,  then,  and  he 
bad  confined  himself  to  the  city  of  New  York,  af- 
ter the  lapre  of  time  from  the  last  adjournment  of 
Congress  to  this  period,  was  the  evidence  in  refer- 
ence, not  the  expediency  of  passing  a  bankrupt 
law,  but  to  its  form  and  character. 

In  addition  to  those,  and  he  did  cot  design  to 
protract  thebe  remarks,  he  had  nceived  remon- 
strances from  the  interior  trading  towns  in  the 
State.  He  had  one  frrfm  the  ci'y  of  Albany;  which 
he  bad  examined  carefully,  having  an  extens  ve 
personal  acquaintance  with  the  business  men  of 
that  city,  and  he  could  say  that  he  knew  but  few  bu- 
siness houses  of  that  ci'y,  or  business  men  in  trade, 
who$e  names  were  not  subscribed  to  the  paper, 
which  wai  clear  and  strong  in  its  terms  &Rd  de- 
cidedly against  any  actional  the  present  session.  He 
had  others  from  the  town  of  Utica,  one  of  the 
largest  interior  trading  towns  of  the  S  a  e;  and  a 
very  few  days  ago  he  had  presented  a  similar  one 
from  the  county  of  S-neca.  Some  of  th^se  remon- 
strances were  solely  against  any  bankrupt  law 
which  should  bs  retroactive  under  any  circum- 
stances and  as  to  any  interests,  while  others  were 
more  general  in  expressed  view,  but  averse  to 
hasty  action. 

From  these  expressions  of  the  present  public 
feeling,  it  would  be  seen  that  the  creditor  interest — 
that  interest  which  was  to  be  the  most  materially 
affected,  separate  from  the  debtor  inter  st— had 
now  commenced  to  speak,  the  debtor  interest 
having  been  extensively  moved  and  heard  at  the 
lest  session. 

These  were  his  evidences  of  the  wishes  of  his 
constituents  upon  all  sides  of  the  rreat  question, 
very  briefly  stated;  and  he  begged  that  he  might  net 
be  mi* understood.  He  did  not  mean  to  say,  or  to 
pretend  to  know,  what  were  in  fact  the  wishes  c  f 
his  constituents  in  the  matter;  but  he  did  say,  and 
he  took  the  responsibility  of  saying  it,  that  he  had 
never  been  able  to  make  himself  believe  that  the 
power  conferred  upon  Congress  in  this  matter,  by 
the  Constitution,  was  a  mere  power  to  pats  an  in- 
solvent law — that  it  was  a  power  intended  to  be  ex- 
ercised simply  for  the  discharge  of  the  debtor  from 
his  contract,  exclusive  of  the  creditor  interest.  His 
opinion  had  ever  been,  that  if  it  was  demanded 
that  they  should  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  the  tow 
should  be  framed  upon  a  fair  understanding  of  the 
terms.  He  said  nothing  now  of  the  application  of 
such  a  law  to  any  particular  classes  of  men,  or  to 
any  specified  branches  of  business.  Those  were 
points  which  had  been  fully  discussed  at  the  last 
session,  and  upon  which  the  opinion  of  the  present 
Senate  had  been  very  charly  and  decidedly  ex- 
pressed. The  terms,  "bankrupt  law,"  to  ih«j  mind  of 
every  lawyer,  apply  more  emphatically  to  the  se- 
curity of  the  creditor  than  to  the  exemption  of  the 
debtor.  They  were  now  called  upon  to  interfere 
with  existing  contracts,  and  to  absolve  a  class  of 
the  community  whe — and  he  spoke  not  disparag- 
ing!)— had  contracted  debts  which  they  could  not 
pay.  There  were  certainly  two  sid^s  to  such  ques- 
tions, setting  aside  the  consu  utional  points  that 
might  arise.  The  creditor  has  rights,  as  well  as  the 
deb'or.  The  creditor  has  an  equal  right  to  call  up- 
on Congress  to  secure  his  interest?,  and  to  protect 
him  from  frauds,  with  the  right  of  the  honen  debtor 
to  make  a  similar  call  to  be  discharged  from  his 
contracts. 

He  had  shown,  then,  that  so  far  as  the  expression 
of  opinion  of  the  solvent  men,  of  the  business  men, 
of  the  men  who  were  now  sustaining  and  carrying 
on  the  business  of  the  country,  could  be  ascertained 
in  his  own  State  (New  York,)  it  was  that  the  bill 
which  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  would 
be  an  unsafe  law;  that  it  looked  too  strongly  to  the 
interest  of  the  debtor,  or  rather  to  the  exemption 
of  the  debtor,  and  too  little  to  the  security  of  the 
rights  and  property  of  the  creditor.  Such,  after 
time  for  examination  and  reflection,  seemed  to  him 
to  be  the  opinion  which  had  been  pronounced. 

Again,  and  it  may  have  had  more  influence  on 


his  action  and  feeling  than  it  should,  he  had  the  re- 
iterated expression  of  men  of  standing  and  chi. 
ract«r,and  of  as  much  business  importance  in  the 
city  of  New  York  as  any  men  of  that  city,  that  the 
pavsage  even  cf  the  bill  for  which  he  had  voted  at 
the  last  Fession,  would-  be  an  infliction  upon  that 
city  infinitely  more  severe  than  the  sweeping  fire  of 
December,  1835,  and  that  the  paasaeeof  buck  a  bill 
would  be  inevtmbly  more  destructive  to  the  solvent 
men  of  that  city,  and  the  business  of  the  city,  tain 
that  dreadful  conflagration.  He  (Mr.  Waiesr) 
could  not  say  how  much  truth  there  was  in  thi*he 
could  only  say  that  the  assertions  came  iron  au- 
thority which  he  ought  to  rrspect,  and  connected 
with  which  there  was  no  political  feeling  or  associ- 
ation 10  give  them  strength  with  him,  for  the  authors 
of  the  assertions  were  men,  he  was,  sorry  to  say, 
who  had  never  acted  p  'lineally  with'him. 

Thus  far  his  principal  object  bad  been  to  snow 
the  evidence  1  from  his  o*n  constituents  upon 
which  he  had  been  caile  1  to  act  in  ihu  responsible 
legisla'im.  At  the  last  session  those  evidences  of 
public  opinion  seemed  to  him  to  take  a  very  dif- 
ferent bearing  from  those  exhibited  at  thepretent, 
and  hence  he  had  been  induced,  but  a  few  days 
since,  to  express  the  opinion  that,  at  this  late  pe- 
riod in  our  short  sessioo,  and  in  the  backward 
state  of  the  public  bills  which  must  be  passed,  there 
was  no  hope  of  maturing  a  bankrupt  bdl,  which 
could  meet  the  approbation  of  both  Houses,  and 
become  a  law;  that  if  men  a  bill  should  again 
pa«s  this  body,  the  other  branch  of  Congrew  could 
not  even  consider,  much  less  pass  it;  that  the  bill 
of  the  last  session  was  much  more  imperfect  in  the 
judgment  of  those  classes  cf  our  citizens  most  in- 
terested in  the  subject,  than  ^e  had  supposed  it  to 
be  when  he  gaveit  bis  vote,  and  should  receive 
material  modifications  before  it  ought  again  to  pass 
this  body;  that  these  must  occupy  the  tine  of  the 
Senate-for  several  days,  if  attempted  to  be  ma- 
tured, and  must  therefore  render  final  action  upon 
the  bill  in  the  other  House  still  rcore  hopeless;  sad 
that,  believing  for  tnese  reasons  'hat  any  tine  of 
the  Senate  spent  upon  it  would  be  lost,  he  was  wil- 
ling to  vote  for  the  postponement  of  the  whole 
subject. 

The  pleasure  of  the  Senate  was  to  consider  the 
bill,  and  hence  these  remarks  from  Mm,  anduey 
were  not  designed  to  protract  discussion. 

A  few  woid«,  and  a  very  few,  on  the  qne&tionof 
includiog  banks  and  other  trading  corporation. 
He  begged  the  Sen  ite  not 'to  understand  him  as  in- 
tending to  enter  into  a  labored  constitutional  argn- 
ment  upon  that  important  point.  He  was  not  ca- 
pable of  doing  so  then — he  had  not  studied 
the  question  sufficiently.  If  that  were  not 
so,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  take  the  time 
for  such  an  argument  now,  but  to  toow  out 
a  few  suggestions  which  seemed  to  him  to  be  plain 
and  practical,  for  the  consideration  of  gentlemen  ot 
all  sides.  He  had  lea  roe  J  from  businessmen,  want 
he  had  believed  himself,  that  the  principal  moving 
cause  for  a  bankrupt  law  had  been  the  action  of 
the  banking  institutions— that  in  the  time  of  ful- 
ness and  expansion,  from  1835  to  1937,  they 
had  forced  out  credits,  which  had  been  most 
active  agents  in  producing  the  bankruptcies 
now  appealing  to  Congress  for  a  liberation  from 
embarrassment.  He  (Mr.  Wrioht)  admitted  to 
the  full  extent  the  right  of  the  S  ales  of  the  Union 
to  charter  incorporations  for  bunking,  and  so  far  as 
he  knew,  to  any  other  extent,  always  conioed,  of 
course,  within  the  constitutional  sphere  which  the 
S'ate  had  chosen  to  prescribe.  Under  this  a4mts- 
sion,  when  the  Legislature  of  a  State  bad  e«r- 
cisedihe  power,  what  had  it  created?  He  eared 
not  whether  the  State  owned  the  stock  of  the  incor- 
poration, or  individuals* — it  made  no  maaner  of 
difference  in  his  view  of  the  question.  What, 
then,  had  been  create  J?  A  body,  in  the  languid 
of  the  law,  "politic  and  corporate" — a  pen**  capa- 
ble of  contracting  and  of  being  contracted  win— 
a  person  capable  of  suing  and  of  being  sued— m 
other  words,  a  legal  fiction  which,  in  a  baaiaem 
sense,  has  the  capacity  of  a  freeman  and  a  eiuiea 
of  the  State.  That  was  all.  Take  the  Bask  of 
Alabama,  and  it  was  exclusively  a  State  infla- 
tion—for  the  honorable  Senator  (Mr.  Clay  cf  Ala- 
bama) said,  undoubtedly  truly,  that  the  State  was 
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the  sole  owner  of  the  stock.  Suppose  a  suit  is  to 
be  instituted  in  the  courts  of  the  State  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Bank  of  Alabama,  does  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama bring  the  snii?  No.  Bat  this  artificial  ex- 
istence, this  banking  incorporation,  created  by  the 
sovereign  authority  of  the  State,  brings  it.  Again, 
suppose  the  Bank  in  default,  and,  by  a  citizen  of 
that  or  any  other  State  a  suit  is  le  be  trough*;  was 
it  against  the  State  of  Alabama?  And  would  exe- 
cution issue  to  be  satisfied  by  the  State  in  its  sove- 
reign capacity,  or  against  the  property  of  that 
State,  properly  speaking,  as  separate  from  its  pro- 
perty in  the  bank?  Cee  tainly  nor.  The  execution 
would  act  upon  the  incorporation,  and  that  alone — 
upon  the  legal  fiction,  as  to  its  personal  action,  and 
upon  the  corporate  property,  and  that  only,  as  to 
its  effective  operation. 

Suppose  ihe  bankrupt  law  be  made  to  act  on  that 
fiction.  Would  it  pat  the  sovereign  State  of  Ala- 
bama under  a  commission  of  bankruptcy?  No:  but 
it  would  pat  the  person  of  its  creation,  its  legal  fic- 
tion, into  bankruptcy.  That  seemed  to  him  to  be 
the  effect,  and  the  only  effect,  of  the  inclusion  of 
State  corporations.  His  friend  from  Arkansas, 
[Mr.  Scvin,]  bad  made  a  strong  argument  upon 
this  poinr;  bat  was  it  pertinent?  The  State  itself 
might  become  bankrupt;  but  the  State  was  not 
placed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress.  It  was 
sovereign,  and  not,  in  any  sense  as  sucb,  subject  to 
the  legislation  of  Congress.  It  was  not  to  tbe 
States  that  this  power  was  sought  to  be  extended, 
bai  to  the  artificial  creations  of  the  States,  to  tbe 
"persons"  which,  in  a  legal  sense,  and  for  business 
purposes,  they  assume  to  create,  and  make  material 
and  practical  agents  in  the  transaction  of  the  com- 
mon affairs  of  the  community.  The  power  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  a  bankrupt  law  reaching  by  its  provi- 
sions and  its  action  the  business,  and  credit,  and 
contracts  of  every  trading  man  in  tbe  country,  was 
not  questioned;  and  were  gentlemen  prepared  to 
contend  that  these  artificial  "persons"  which  the 
States  could  create,  were  superior,  and  entitled  to 
exemptions  and  privileges  not  granted  to  freemen,  to 
thepersonscreated  by  the  GreatCreator  of  all  things? 
The  honorable  Senators  to  whose  remarks  he 
was  more  particularly  replying,  [Mr.  Clay  of  Ala- 
bama, and  Mr.  Sevier  of  Arkansas,]  must  believe 
that  be  had  peculiar  reasons  at  this  time  to  feel 
kindly  towards  their  respective  States,  and  to  re- 
spect all  their  sovereign  rights.  Still  he  could  not 
rate  them,  in  creative  power,  above  the  Sovereign 
of  the  universe.  He  could  not  concede  to  them,  or 
to  the  "persons"  of  their  creation,  a  supeiiority  so 
vast,  and  so  inconsistent  with  his  feelings  as  a  man, 
and  his  rights  as  a  freeman.  The  corporations  ex- 
isting by  State  authority  are  mere  legal  existences, 
the  creations  ef  the  State;  and  are  they  superior  in 
moral  and  lrgal  privileges,  to  the  honorable  Sena- 
tors'who  represent  those  States  here?  And  if  this 
Government  is  likely  to  exercise  a  power  tyranni- 
cal and  unjust  over  those  honorable  Senators,  is  it 
less  objectionable  than  when  exercised  over  those 
legal  fictions  of  their  respective  States?  over  artifi- 
cial persons  which  the  Sta*e  may  create,  with  attri- 
butes and  powers  not  different  in  nature  and  cha- 
racter, however  different  in  extent  and  compass? 
What  are  these  corporations?  Nothing  but  busi- 
ness institutions,  business  "persons,"  like  a  free- 
man; and  so  fax  from  carrying  any  power  to  the 
extent  against  them  to  which  it  can  be  carried 
against  either  of  the  Senators  or  either  of  the  free- 
men of  their  respective  States,  it  was  beyond  the 
ingenuity  of  human  power  to  exercise  coercion  on 
a  fiction.  The  property  of  the  curporatioa  may  be 
taken,  and  so  may  the  property  of  the  natural  no  an; 
but  when  bis  property  is  consumed,  coercion  may 
be  exercised  over  his  person.  Tne  States  of  the 
honorable  Senator*  could  do  this  to  any  extent;  but 
when  a  power  expressly  granted  to  this  Govern- 
ment over  the  trade,  and  credit,  and  business  of  the 
country,  is  called  into  exercUe,  are  we  to  be  told 
that  the  legal  fictions  of  the  States  are  to  be  ex- 
empted from  its  operation,  while  the  creations  of 
God,  the  natural  persons  of  the  c6untry,  are  ex- 
pressly subject  to  it?  He  could  not  induce  bis 
mind  to  admit  the  preposterous  idea  in  theory,  or 
to  assent  to  it  in  practice. 

What  was  the  law  of  his  ewn  State  (New  York) 
in  relation  to  its  own  corporations?    It  was  a  bank* 


rupt  law  upon  its  bank*,  and  nothing  lea*.  It 
was  that,  when  any  bank,  chartered  by  its  authori- 
ty, shall  suspend  specie  payments  for  the  period  of 
ten  days,  its  affairs  and  effects  shall  be  handed  over 
to  honest  men,  receivers  appointed  by  the  authori- 
ties of  tbe  State,  to  close  it  up,  and  do  justice  to 
its  creditors.  What  had  kept  the  banks  of  New 
York,  in  a  sound  condition,  while  the  banks 
in  the  Middle,  Southern,  and  Southwestern 
States  bad  been  involved,  and  in  a  state  of  sus- 
pension, for  the  last  year  and  a  hall?  Nothing, 
in  the  judgment  of  any  reflecting  man,  acquainted 
with  the  various  Stale  laws,  but  that  provision  of 
the  law  of  the  State  which  visited  effective  bank- 
ruptcy upon  every  defaulting  bank. 

Had  the  sovereignty  of  his  Slate  exempted  its 
banks  from  that  provision?  Not  at  all.  It  mat- 
tered not  who  held  the  stock— whether  the  State  or 
individuals — the  liabilities,  in  either  case,  went  not 
beyond  the  stock  held  and  paid  in  full,  and  under 
the  law,  the  defaulting  corporations  were  wound 
up  for  the  benefit  of  the  persons  interested  in  them. 
Were  the  States,  in  their  sovereign  character,  touch- 
ed by  such  a  proceeding?  His  own  State  was  yet 
a  stockholder  in  many  of  its  banks,  but  were  they, 
therefore,  exempted  from  the  bankrupt  provisions 
of  its  law*?  Why  exempt  them?  When  the  Slate 
brought  herself  to  the  position  of  a  bank  stockhol- 
der, she  placed  that  interest  in  subjection  to  the 
same  law  and  the  same  equity  to  which  a  similar 
interest,  in  the  hands  of  the  citiztns,  would  be  sub- 
ject in  like  clrcumstaoces.  It  should  be  so,  and 
the  sovereignly  of  the  State  should  furnish  no  ex- 
emption for  the  rotten  insolvent  banking  institu- 
tions of  hercieation. 

Tbe  sovereignty  of  the  State  was  not  tonched  by 
the  process.  It  was  but  a  few  years  since,  that  one 
of  the  banks,  in  his  own  Slate,  in  which  the  State 
was  a  stockholder,  was  wound  up  in  this  manner. 
Still  tbe  Chancellor  of  the  State,  one  of  its  own 
agents  and  servants,  as  readily  isued  an  injunc- 
tion against  that  bank,  and  delivered  its  affairs  and 
effects  into  the  hands  and  charge  of  a  receiver,  as 
if  the  Slate  had  had  no  inteiest  in  it  And  what 
was  ihe  consequence?  Every  dollar  of  the  stock, 
the  inteiest  of  tLe  State,  proved  to  have  been  sunk 
and  lo.it.  Was  tbe  sovereignty  of  the  State  lost  or 
impaired  by  that  proceeding?  Were  its  pride,)  it< 
credit,  its  great  and  essential  interests,  impaired  and 
prostrated,  because  one  of  the  banks  of  its  creation 
had  proved  to  have  been  grossly  mismanged,  and 
to  be  perfectly  insolvent?  Or  because  it  had  been 
unwise  enough  to  invest  the  money  of  i  s  people  in 
such  an  institution?  If  consequences  such  as  these 
had  followed  the  winding  up  of  the  rotten  bank  to 
which  he  referred,  neither  the  State  nor  her  people 
had  yet  to  realize  those  fatal  injuries.  If  then  a 
bankrupt  law  of  tbe  State  itself,  operating  upon  the 
corporations  of  its  creation,  did  not  impair  its  so- 
vereignty, injure  its  credit,  or  jeopard  the  inte- 
rests of  its  people,  even  where  tbe  State  itself  was 
a  stockholder,  why  should  such  fearful  apprehen- 
sions be  entertained,  where  the  bankrupt  law  is  one 
passed  by  Congress,  in  pursuance  of  its  expressly 
granted  constitutional  power?  He  was  wholly  un- 
able to  answer  the  inquiry,  nor  was  he  able  to 
perceive  the  (lightest  difference,  either  in  principle 
or  effect,  whether  tbe  Mock  of  the  incorporation,  to 
be  u*adc  subject  to  the  bankrupt  lsw,  was  the  pro- 
perty of  the  State  chartering  the  company,  of  its 
citizens,  or  of  strangers  to  both. 

There  was  no  question  about  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  a  uniform  bankrupt  law;  and  to  what 
could  it  appl>?  Need  he  ray  to  all  interests  of  the 
same  grade  and  character?  When,  then,  a  sove- 
reign State  creates  an  incorporation  for  bankicg 
purpose?,  was  this  corporate  banker  to  be  exempt- 
ed from  the  liabilities  to  which  the  private  banker 
o(  the  State  must  unquestionably  be  made  subject? 
Must  the  corporate  banking  power  be  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  a  bankrupt  law,  when  the  stock  is 
held  by  the  citizens  of  the  State,  and  not  when  the 
st>ck  is  held  by  the  State  itself?  The  liability  of 
the  stockholder  does  not  go,  in  either  case,  beyond 
the  stock  itself?  No  oihtr  property  than  that  of  the 
corporation  can  be  touched  by  the  proceedings  in 
bankruptcy.  The  State,  therefore,  when  a  stock- 
holder, cannot  be  affected  in  its  sovereignty,  its 
credit,  its  property,  beyond  the  mere  sto$k  owned} 


and  where  is  the  ground  of  exemption,  in  either 
caser which  an  individual  might  not  claim  with 
equal  force  and  justice? 

Tbe  individual  of  wealth,  who  might  a  be  stock- 
holder in  tbe  same  bank,  could  be  no  farther  af- 
fected by  a  subjection  of  the  bank  to  the  provisions 
of  a  bankrupt  law,  in  the  worst  possible  event, 
than  the  loss  of  h  s  stock.  His  general  credit  as 
an  individual  wou  d  not  be  destroyed,  because  an 
incorporation  in  which  he  might  happen  to  held 
stock  became  bankrupt.  The  only  influence  upon 
him,  or  hi*  credit,  would  be  his  ability  or  not  to 
lose  his  corporate  stock.  So  precisely  with  a 
State  holding  stock  in  its  own  incorporations.  The 
existence  of  the  Slate  as  such,  and  its  other  pro- 
perty, and  its  credit,  are  as  distinct  from  the  cor- 
poration in  which  it  may  hold  stock,  as  are  those 
of  the  individual  in  the  case  supposed.  There 
does  not  seem,  therefore,  to  be  any  reason  for  ex- 
empting the  corporation  from  the  provisions  of  a 
bankrupt  law  in  tbe  one  case,  which  do  not  prevail 
wiih  equal  force  in  the  other,  nor  any  reasons  of 
justice,  or  of  business  expediency,  in  either,  which 
would  not  equally  exempt  every  private  banker 
and  individual  trader. 

Was  the  principle,  then,  opon  which  the  exemp- 
tion was  attempted  to  be  sustained,  that  of  State 
sovereignly,  sufficiently  well  settled  and  dear  to 
warrant  the  conclusion  contended  foi?  He  thought 
not. 

His  impression  was,  that  in  England  Sovereignty 
itself  was  subject  to  bankruptcy,  under  ihe  English 
law,  if  it  chose  to  invest  property  in  particular  in- 
terests; in  trading,  merchandising,  banking,  etc. 
and  was  just  as  liable  to  be  proceeded  against  as  a 
subject.  Tha',  he  believed,  was  a  well  settled 
principle  of  English  law.  The  crown  was  not 
protection,  if  its  wearer  embarked  his  interests  in 
trading  or  commercial  enterprises.  Was  the  case 
different  in  regard  to  a  State?  He  could  conceive 
no  difference. 

These  few  brief  suggestions  be  threw  out  for  the 
consideration  of  members,  in  determining  tbe  ques- 
tion of  the  power  of  Congress  to  embrace  banks, 
and  other  trading  corporations,  in  the  provisions  o 
a  bankrupt  law. 

But  he  would  make  another  suggestion.  It  was 
said  Congress  could  not  include  the  corporations  as 
dtbtors,  aiid  still  the  bill  before  the  Senate  con- 
tained express  provisions  to  include  them  as 
creditors,  and  to  give  them  all  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges of  other  creditors  under  a  bankrupt  law. 

Now  is  it  so,  that,  under  the  constitutional  powers 
granted,  Congress  can  give  to  these  institutions  tbe 
benefits  of  a  bankrupt  law  as  creditors,  and  not 
subject  them  to  the  debtor  responsibilities  of  the 
same  law.  Were  they,  as  member j  of  Congress, 
so  to  construe  their  powers,  and  so  to  practise  upon 
them?  The  bank.-  have  a  credit  or  interest,  at  this 
moment,  vastly  greater  in  amount  than  any  other 
similar  interest  existing  in  the  country,  and  he  was 
ready  to  admit  that  the  influence  of  a  bankrupt  law 
upon  the  outstanding  debts  of  these  institutions- 
might  be  fearful — might  be  destructive.  He  would 
not,  however,  en  er  upon  that  consideration  now, 
as  be  had  touched  upon  it  at  the  last  session.  Still 
he  could  not  admit,  great  as  was  tbe  interest  in- 
volved, that  these  institutions  were  to  enjoy  the 
summary  exercise  of  the  creditor  power  under  a 
bankrupt  law,  and  not  be  subject  to  the  correspond- 
ing debtor  liabilities;  that  they  were  to  be  per- 
mitted to  put  the  whole  community  under  a  com- 
mission of  bankruptcy,  and  not  to  be  the  subjects 
of  such  commisiion  themselves.  More  especially 
he  could  not  consent  to  this  practical  exercise  of 
our  constitutional  powers  now.  What  is  the  news 
of  the  day?  Why  that  the  banks,  not  singly,  but 
in  battalions,  are  failing  lo  redeem  their  obliga- 
tions, and  to  hold  themselves  liable  to  comply  with 
their  contracts  aad  promises.  Hence  it  was  pecu- 
liarly proper,  as  well  as  necessary,  that  they 
should,  by  law,  be  put  under  a  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy for  the  benefit  of  their  creditors,  and  ha 
should  find  the  utmost  difficulty,  in  the  present  as- 
pect of  affairs  in  the  country,  and  with  his  present 
views  of  the  powers  and  duties  of  Congress  in  the 
matter,  to  vote  for  any  bankrupt  law  which  should 
not  include  banks  and  trading  corporations  within 
it§  provisions  as  debtors  as  well  as  creditors.    ■  • ji ' 
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SPEECH  OF  MR.  DUNCAN, 

OF  OHIO, 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  January  25t%  end 

26tt,  1841— In  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 

Treasury  note  bill. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  addressed  the  committee  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  Whether  the  present  measure  is 
viewed  with  reference  to  its  expediency  or  its  con- 
stitutionality, it  would  seem  fruitless  to  spend  much 
time  in  its  discussion.  That  it  is  couniiuiionaJ, 
we  have  the  highest  authority;  we  have  the  Coas'i- 
tution  before  us,  and  we  see  that  it  contains  no  pro- 
hibition— neither  does  the  measme  effect  any  of 
the  reserved  rights  to  the  States,  or  to  the  people — 
neither  does  it  subvert  or  threaten  any  principle  of 
liberty,  or  the  overthrow  of  any  free  institution. 
As  to  all  these,  it  is  peifectly  nannies.*;  so  that  its 
adoption  will  violate  no  principle  which  it  is  our 
duty  to  maintain.  It  will  be  harmless.  Such  has 
been  the  practice  of  providing  means  for  the  Go- 
vernment  from  its  beginning.  General  Washing- 
ion  signed  and  approved  a  bill  to  authorize  the  is- 
sue of  Treasury  notes.  So  other  Administrations, 
as  welt  as  this,  have  exercised  the  power  of 
issuing  Treasury  notes.  It  is  a  policy  which 
has  ever  been  exercised  as  a  function  of  the 
Government.  But  constitutional  objections  are 
in  bad  time  and  taste  from  the  Federal 
party  of  this  House,  who  have  ever  claimed  the 
right  to  draw  the  Constitution  over  any  mea- 
sure which  they  might  think  "necessary  and  proper," 
a  party  who  can,  and  do,  make  the  Constitution 
mean  one  thing  at  one  time,  and  another  thing  at 
an  other  time,  just  as  party  purposes  and  pecuni- 
ary advantages  may  be  secured  or  advanced.  Sir, 
no  Federal  crocodile  whining,  here  or  elsewhere, 
against  the  constitutionality  of  this  measure,  is 
going  to  lead  me  into  a  general  constitutional  de- 
fence of  it.  There  is  no  sincerity  in  the  objection 
with  these  who  make  it  But  next,  is  this  measure 
expedient?  I  answer,  it  is  expedient  if  it  is  ne- 
cessary. If  the  Government  wants  means,  there 
are  but  two  ways  of  supplying  that  want.  We 
must  either  authorize  the  Secretary  to  issue  Trea- 
sury notes  to  the  amount  of  the  means  wanted,  or 
authorize  him  to  obtain  a  loan  for  the  same.  Here, 
as  on  every  thing  else,  political,  pecuniary,  and 
financial,  the  two  parties  are  divided.  The  Demo- 
cratic party  are  in  favor  of  using  the  credit  of  the 
Government  in  the  plan  of  Treasury  notes  to  the 
amount  of  what  may  be  necessary  to  supply  the 
defict  in  the  revenue;  that  is,  we  think  the  Go- 
vernment should  do  as  a  prudent  and  economical 
individual  would  do,  if  he  found  himself  short  of 
means  in  the  liquidation  of  a  claim  for  work  done 
him;  he  would  give  his  obligation,  if  it  would  an- 
swer the  purpose,  and  satisfy  his  ci editor,  until 
he  could  avail  himself  of  the  means  to  discbarge 
the  demand.  Such  is  the  situation  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  th'S  time. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informs  us— and 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  sustain  him — 
that  there  were  will  be  a  deficit  in  the  receipt*  of 
the  Government  for  the  first  quarter,  owing  to  the 
inequality  of  the  collection  of  revenue,  as  well  as 
in  tbe  inequality  of  the  expenditure*,  and  the  object 
of  this  bill  is  to  supply  that  deficit,  as  well  a*  to 
provide  for  the  present  year  against  any  and  all 
contingencies  that  may  arise,  either  from  a  revul- 
sion ia  trade,  and  a  diminution  in  revenue  on  im- 
post* thereby,  or  a  bank  proic  with  which  this 
country  may  again  be  prostrated,  as  ii  has  so  often 
been.  That  there  will  be,  I  say,  a  deficit  for  the 
first  quarter,  there  is  no  doubt.  I  will  read  a  part  of 
the  Secretary  \s  annual  report,  whicn'I  will  also  make 
a  part  of  my  printed  remarks.  This  report  will 
e ih  bit  the  financial  condition  of  the  Government 
;it  this  time,  and  the  probable  receipts  of  the  Go- 
vernment for  this  yrar,  as  well  as  the  expenditures 
called  for  by  the  various  Departments.  Thn  docu- 
ment will  be  read  with  hgh  >atj«cfaciion  by  every 
friend  of  this  Administration  who  has  heard  it  vili- 
fi  d  aa  1  shmlered  for  iLs  proflipacy  ard  extrava- 
gance by  the  demagogues  and  leckless  office  seeker?, 
who  have  been  too  huccos-ful  in  overthrowing  the 
Pemncratic  party  aod  an  Administration  of  the 
people1*  choice.  But  now  for  the  Secretary 'd  esti- 
mates.   He  says  that — 


'It  may  be  Mated,  from  the  data  tn  possesion  of  this  depart- 
ment,  that  the  receipt*,  under  the  existing  taws,  will  probably  be 
as  follower 

Fromcuetoms $19,000,000 

Prom  lands 3.500,000 

From  miecellaneoiM  -  80,000 

Add  the  expected  balance  in  the  Treasury,'  availa- 
ble on  the  1st  of  January  next       •  •  1,580,855 

The  aggregate  of  ordinary  mean*  for  the  next  year 
would  then  be £1,160,655 

There  will  be  nothing  more,  either  of  principal  or 
interest,  due  from  banks,  which  is  likely  to  be 
made  available,  except  about      •  •  220,000 

A  power  will  exist,  under  the  act  of  31st  March, 
1840,  to  issue  Treasury  notes  till  a  year  from 
its  passage  expires,  but  not  to  make  the  whole 
emisuion  outstanding  at  any  one  lime  sxeeed 
five  millions  of  dollars 

This  will  furnish  additional  means,  equal  to  the 
computed  amount  which  can  be  issued  at  the 
close  of  the  present  year,  being  about  -  342.618 

Hence,  there  may  be  added,  from  these  several 
sources,  so  much  as  to  make  the  whole  means 
for  the  next  year    .....      21,723,473 

On  the  other  hand,  the  expenditures  for  1841,  for 
ordinary  purposes,  if  Congress  make  no  reduc- 
tion in  the.  appropriations  requested  by  the  diffe- 
rent Departments,  are  estimated  at  19,250,000 

This  would  would  leave  a  balance  in  the  Treasury, 
at  the  close  of  the  year,  equal  to  -  . 5/173,173 


But  certain  payments  must  also  be  made  on  ac- 
count of  the  funded  and  unfunded  debt,  unless 
Congress  authorize  contracts  to  be  formed  for  ex- 
tending the  time  of  their  payment.  Thus,  thero 
will  be  required— 

On  a- count  of  the  funded  debt,  chiefly  for  the  cities 
of  this  District #149,200 

For  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes,  if  all  the 
others  be  issued  which  can  lie  under  the  present 
law,  as  then  the  amount  returned  within  A.  D. 
1841  will  probably  not  exceed  -       4,5*0,000 

4,649,200 


Estimated  balance  in  the  Treasury  at  the  close  of 
the  next  year,  after  all  payments  whatever 


•824,273 


It  is  seen  by  this  report,  and  the  estimates  as  cal- 
culated, that  there  will  be  a  balance  in  the  Trea- 
sury at  the  end  of  the  year,  of  #824,273,  and  bnt 
for  the  present  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  no  is*ue  of 
Treasury  notes  would  be  necessary.  Gould  th* 
expenditures  of  the  whole  year  be  equally  divided 
to  each  quarter,  the  anticipated  receipt  of  the  year 
would  be  ample;  but  it  frequently  happens  that  the 
heaviest  expenditures  fall  upon  quarters  of  the 
year  when  the  receipts  of  revenue  are  the  lightest. 
Hence  the  necessity  of  providing  means  against 
contingencies. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  application  of  the  Natchez 
Bank,  to  have  suspended  by  action  of  Congress 
the  collection  of  a  claim  which  the  Government 
has  upon  that  institution,  that  the  Treasury  wilt  be 
minus  in  the  present  quarter  the  amount  of  that 
claim,  from  the  Treasurer's  report.  The  claim  i«, 
I  believe,  $180,000.  If  the  collection  of  this  claim 
should  be  postponed,  it  will  add  to  the  necessity 
of  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  Then  we  see  that 
means  must  be  raised.  The  condition  of  the 
Treasury  requires  it.  The  honor,  justice,  and 
obligations  of  the  Government  demand  it.  How, 
again  I  ask,  is  the  means  to  be  raised?  We,  tbe 
Democracy,  say,  by  the  issue  of  Treasury  note*, 
which  is  a  safe  and  convenient  method.  It  is 
speedy.  It  is  done  at  once,  without  trouble  and 
without  cost  or  expense.  The  Federalists  are  or*, 
posed  to  thi*  way.  They  are  for  making  a  loan. 
And  where  can  we  borrow  the  money? — from  the 
banks?  No:  they  are  unable  to  pay  their  own 
deb's.  Tueirrag  promises  will  not  serve  tbe  pur- 
poses of  Government.  Where  nrxt  will  we 
go?  To  private  capitalists?  It  is  doubtful 
whether  such  an  amount  could  be  procured 
from  them  in  this  country,  nor  would  capita- 
lists be  willing  to  withdraw  their  money  from 
hands  where  it  is  secure,  to  lend  it  for  so  short  a 
time  as  the  Government  shall  want  it.  Where 
next  shall  wc  go?  To  European  capitalists?  We 
owe  them  a  little  too  much  already,  as  w*  have 
seen  by  the  influence  which  ibey  wielded  of  late  in 
our  domestic  and  political  institutions.  Besides,  if 
we  were  dispo  ed  to  sink  our  nation  and  onr  p?ople 
farther  in  degradation  and  vassalage  to  the  money- 
ed aristocracy  of  the  Lon  ton  Exchange  by  making 
a  foreign  loan,  there  is  not  time  to  accomplish  it  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  Government.  The  Treasu- 
ry wants  the  money  now.  It  is  now  means  are 
wanted;  wanted  for  the  pensioners;  wanted  for  the 


army;  and  wanted  for  tbe  civil  officers  of  vow 
Government,  here  and  elsewhere.  But  a  nauooai 
debt  ia  a  darling  object  with  the  Federal  part? 
They  have  long  since  adopted  the  English  maxtn 
that  **a  national  debt  i»  a  national  blessint.M  Aad 
if  that  debt  could  be  commenced  under  a  Democra- 
tic Administration,  th*y  would  enjoy  all  the  bent- 
fits  that  would  accrue  to  Federal  Aristocracy 
without  the  political  odium  of  having  con- 
tracted it.  But,  sir,  1  think  we  will  lean  the 
exercise  of  that  policy  to  the  coming  Adminis- 
tration. It  shall  have  both  the  party  baeits 
and  tbe  responsibility.  And  now,  sir,  having  brief- 
ly shown  that  present  means  are  wanted  to  enable 
the  Government  to  fulfil  its  engagements  for  the 
present  q  carter,  and  having  expressed  my  opinion 
in  favor  of  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  for  that 
purpose,  in  preference  to  obtaining  a  loan,  and 
thereby  commencing  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
tional debt,  which  I  consider  a  national  curse,  I 
might  conclude  my  speech,  bat  for  certain 
charges  and  assertions  which  have  been  made  it 
the  course  of  this  debate  by  gentlemen  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, which  I  feel  bound  to  respond  to  in  put  I 
will  present  those  charges  and  assertions,  and  re- 
spond to  them  as  I  present  them. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informs  as,  by  his 
report,  that  the  Government  has  promptly  met 
every  demand  which  has  been  presented  upon  the 
Treasory  during  the  last  year.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Barnard]  says  that  is  not 
the  fact.  He  tells  us  that  the  Government  is  largely 
indebted,  and  that  the  Treasury  Department  has 
been  postponing,  through  various  other  Depart- 
ments, the  just  claims  and  demands  settled 
and  authorized  by  law  to  be  paid,  and  that 
even  the  admitted  claims  and  wages  of  me 
laborers  upon  our  public  buildings,  works,  and 
fortifications,  have  been  postponed  until  the  first  of 
April  next.  Now,  sir,  1  deny  all  of  this,  and  pro- 
nounce every  word  of  it  destitute  of  foundation; 
and  I  assert,  that  the  Government  has  met  enry  ' 
claim  which  it  was  bound  to  pay,  or  had  the  right 
to  pay.  The  gentleman  referred  us  to  Indian  trea- 
ties and  other  claims  which  have  been  admitted 
and  acknowledged  as  due,  but  he  forgot  to  tell  as 
that  those  are  funded  debts;  and  the  Treasury  eta 
make  no  payments,  except  as  authorised  by  lav, 
but  what  have  been  made,  and  are  now  aathonaed 
tone  made,  without  new  legislation  upon  thoje 
claims.  But  let  us  look  to  the  postponements 
which  the  gentleman  presented  as  evidence  of  the 
violation  of  gocd  faith  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  have  often,  heretof  re,  made  an  "Afrt 
fool"  of  myself  by  examining  into  charges  made 
here  against  the  Administration.  I  have  also  ex- 
amined this  charge,  and  find  myself  mote  fooled 
than  ever. 

After  the  gentleman  told  us  of  fifty  instances « 
postponed  claims  which  he  had  heard  o(t  (and  all 
of  which  he  believed,)  he  presented  one,  the  evi- 
dence of  which,-he  informed  us,  was  on  apiece  of 
paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  hot  re* 
fus*d  to  give  us  the  name  of  the  individual 
who  vouched  for  i's  truth.  That  clai.n  is  represent- 
ed to  be  nineteen  dollar*.  He  further  staled  that 
claims  ftr  labor  done  on  the  public  boildinp  in 
this  place  were  postponed,  and  a  redaction  or- 
dered of  the  amount  firvt  stipulated  io  be  paid. 
Thegentlem?n  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wian]  rc* 
and  added  a  fact  of  the  same  kiud  to  the  let  of 
postponements.  He  said  that  he  bad  seen  eirce* 
larsiesued  by  authority,  informing  ihose  who  had 
labored  and  were  laboring  on  Old  Point,  that  there 
would  be  a  reduction  on  the  amount  stipulated  to 
be  paid,  and  a  postponement  of  payment  uatil  (be 
first  of  next  April,  and  that  he  had  used  and  ex- 
posed that  ciicular  in  the  recent  canvass.  Now, 
sir,  charges  of  this  character  constituted  no  small 
part  of  the  pentleman's  two  daya*  fpeeeb,  [Mr. 
Barnard  ]  Well,  what  does  th:s  amouut  to?  I 
addressed  tlir  folloaing  cumraun  cation  to  tbe  Se- 
cretary of  tae  Treasury: 

ITOUSB  OP  REPftKSBNTAOTK* 

j,uiiMry£*  «"• 
Rir:  In  a  pan  of  your  annual  report,  y«-u  * My  lhal  ih*  "* 
Bury  has  promptly  mcu-.vcry  demand  made  m«*»  it  durtigw 
Uiat  year,  or  until  tbe  daio  of  your  report.  Ttiia  ha".bc^J2 
tradicit-4  by  soverui  of  the  Opposition  mombcre.  U  J  ""JJ: 
hero,  audniadaa  matter  of  complaint,  and  no  ,maHabuae,  ■■* 
payments  for  labor  done  on  the  public  boUdiop  ia  twf** 
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have  been  postponed  until  the  first  of  April  next;  and  that  the 
■mount  of  stipulate*!  wages  would  be  reduced.    If  such  it*  the 
Jact,  will  you  have  ihe  goodness  to  inform  me,  and  give  roe  tho 
reasons  for  such  postponement  and  reduction. 
Yours,  with  respect, 

A.  DUNCAN. 
To  the  Hon.  Lsvi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Tieaaury. 
Here  is  his  answer: 

Treasury  Dbpaetmknt,  Jan.  23,  IS41. 

So*:  Ia  reply  to  your  inquiries  of  this  date,  whether  payments 
for  labor  on  the  public  buildings  in  this  city  have  been  postponed 
until  the  1st  of  April  next,  or  the  amount  of  washes  proposed  to 
be  reduced,  and,  if  so,  the  reasons  therefore,  1  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  statement: 

All  the  labor  on  these  buildings,  carried  on  under  the  imme- 
diate charge  of  the  Commissioners,  has  been  |>aid  for  as  soon  as 
done,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends.  So  has  that  performed 
by  contractors,  it  is  presumed;  as  all  the  requisitions  for  money 
to  pay  them  have  been  promptly  met. 

But,  in  a  case  of  necessity,  since  the  appropriation  was  ex  ■ 
haustod,  and  during  lhe  present  month,  I  understand  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives have,  on  applicaiioo  of  the  workmen,  advised  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Public  Buildings  to  permit  some  of  the  labor- 
ers to  work  on  some  of  the  stone  till  the  new  appropriation  pass; 
and  I  presume  thai  he  has  acquiesced  in  the  advice.  The 
Board  of  Commissioners,  however,  has  not  interfered  in  this 
case;  nor  has  this  Department,  nor  has  either  of  them,  proposed 
any  reduction  in  wages. 

Respectfully. 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 
Hon.  Albxahdbb  Duncan. 

P.  8.  To  obviate  any  mistake,  I  would  add,  that  there  is  a 
claim  by  some  workmen  for  lost  time,  under  a  resolution  to  in- 
demnify them,  passed  by  Congress  at  the  last  session:  but  this 
is  not  for  work  done,  but  rather  for  inability*  to  obtain  work; 
and  as  no  appropriation  has  yet  been  made  to  pay  (the  claim, 
of  course  it  has  not  been  and  cannot  be  paid  till  Congress  thiok 
proper  to  make  ooe.  L.  W. 

1  addressed  a  similar  communication  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  in  relation  to  the  suspensions  of 
:  payment  for  labor  done  at  Old  Point,  and  here  i;  his 
answer. 

War  Office,  January  23, 1811. 

Bis:  You  are  aware,  thai  at  the  last  session  of  Congiess  the 
military  appropriation  bill  contained  a  provision,  authorizing 
the  President  to  suspend  the  expenditure  of  certain  amounts 
therein  appropriated,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  condition  of  the 
Treasury  should  require  it.  After  the  adjournment,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  signified  to  the  Piesident,  that  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  Treasury  required  that  he  should  avail  himself  of 
the  authority  vested  in  him  by  this  clause,  and  suspend  these 
expenditures.  This  was  accordingly  done;  but  upon  an  assu- 
rance from  Mr.  Woodbury,  that  /the  Treasury  would  be  in  a 
more  flourishing  condition  at  the  end  of  the  year  1810,  oral  far- 
thest by  April,  1811.  I  authorized  the  officers  charged  with  those 
works,which,  from  their  nature,  would  have  been  seriously  in- 
jured by  entire  suspension,  to  cariy  them  on  on  a  reduced 
scale,  provided  the  contractors  and  workmen  would  consent, 
without  any  additional  charge  upon  the  Government,  to  wail  for 
payment  until  the  first  of  January,  or  the  first  of  April.  No 
reduction  ie  fo  be  made  upon  the  amount  stipulated  to  be  paid. 
The  President  removed  the  order  suspending  these  payments 
and  prohibiting  the  continuance  of  the  works  late  in  October 
mat:  but  the  season  was  too  far  advanced  to  renew  them  advan- 
tageously—and  it  would  still  have  been  inconvenient  to  the 
Treasury  to  anticipate  the  payments  promised  for  the 
1st  January.  Upon  the  passage  of  the  Treasury  bill 
sow  under  consideration,  these  payments  and  others  for 
arrearages  due  for  militia  ana  subsistence  In  Florida 
will  be  made,  I  have  no  doubt  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
would  have  been  able  to  meet  all  these  demands,  if  the  receipts 
had  been  simultaneous  with  them;  but  there  are  portion*  of  the 
year  when  the  disbursements  are  necessarily  large  and  the  re- 
ceipts small.  The  Treasury,  to  be  free  from  embarrassment, 
must  always  have  five  millions  surplus  to  go  and  come  upon. 
Very  truly  yours, 

J.   R.  POINSETT. 
Hoo.  Alexander  Duncan. 

So  it  will  be  found  in  all  cases  where  payments 
have  been  suspended.  The  appropriations  rnu 
oat,  and  the  workmen  are  permuted  to  go  on  with 
the  work,  upon  ihe  condition  that  they  will  wait  for 
their  pay  until  Congress  shall  make  an  appropri- 
ation. %  It  is  matter  of  choice  and  preference  with 
them.  So  it  is  with  temporary  clerks,  who  are  paid 
from  the  contingent  f and.  The  fund  run  i  out,  and 
clerks  of  this  description  can  receive  no  pay,  u&til 
Congress  appropriates  money.  Still  the  clerks  go 
on  to  perform  their  work,  upon  their  own  respon- 
sibility ,  and  at  their  own  risk.  If  Congress  should 
make  no  appropriation,  ihey,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
laborers  on  public  works,  would  receive  no  pay; 
and  this  is  what  constitutes  the  suspensions  of  pay- 
ment which  the  gentleman  alludes  to,  and  out  of 
which  he  has  manufactured  such  irauds  ob  the  side 
of  the  Government;  and  such  distress  on  the  part  of 
the  poer  workmen. 

I  would  not  nitre  troubled  the  committee  with 
this  expose,  only  that  I  am  desirous  of  showing  to 
the  country  how  little  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on 
charges  made  upon  the  Administration  by  a  party, 
whose  control  of  the  Government  is  to  be  perpe- 
tuated by  the  same  system  of  misrepresentation, 
falsehood,  and  slander,  which  has  brought  them 
into  power. 

The  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Evaks]  in- 
dulged in  both  abuse  and  sarcasm  of  the  War  De- 


partment, for  what  he  calls  the  tedentary  militia  in 
Florida.  He  derided  such  an  organization  as 
worse  than  worthless.  He  treated  it  as  the  evi- 
dence of  imbecility  on  the  part  of  the  Executive 
and  the  War  Department.  This  is  a  strange  note 
with  what  we  heard  last  fall  during  lhe  election 
campaign.  Ttien  we  were  told  by  every  Whig 
speaker,  from  the  political  negotiator  with  ihe 
shavers,  stockjobbers,  Shy  locks,  and  brokers  of  the 
London  Exchange,  (Daniel  Webster.)  down  to  the 
most  sniffling  Whig  whiffet  of  political  mimicry, 
that  the  Executive  was  about  to  overset  the  liber- 
ties  of  this  country  by  a  military  despotism.  The 
weak  and  the  silly,  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to 
the  other,  were  thrown  into  alarm  and  consterna- 
tion, weepings  and  waitings,  by  Ihe  note  of  milita- 
ry despotism.  The  President  was  organizing  an 
army  of  two  hundred  thousand  men  to  seize  upon 
the  liberties  of  this  people.  The  wife  was  to  be 
deprived  of  her  husband — the  parent  of  his  son — 
and  the  sister  of  her  brother :  all  were  to  be  press- 
ed into  the  service  of  the  President,  and  marched, 
and  whipped,  and  shot,  as  the  rules  of  war  and  the 
laws  of  despotism  might  dictate.  But  now  the 
President  and  the  War  Department  are  found  with 
what?  wielding  the  sceptre  of  despotism  with  an 
army  of  two  hundred  thousand  men,  with  the 
sword  in  one  hand  and  the  purse  in  the  other 
(Independent  Treasury?)  No ;  he  is  now  found 
struggling  in  a  complicated  war  with  a  savage  ene- 
my, to  maintain  the  honor  of  the  nation,  and  the 
safety  and  peace  of  its  citizens,  with  a  sedentary 
army  of  five  hundred  militia,  whose  pay  is  six  dol- 
lars per  month,  without  the  power  to  incr^aie  the 
number  or  augment  the  pay;  and  he  derided, 
abused,  and  taunted,  and  his  Administration  de- 
nounced because  of  imbecility.  The  abuse  which 
the  gentleman  drew  from  this  organization  of  'se- 
dentary milili*"  induced  me  to  investigate  the  sub- 
ject. I  opened  a  correspondence  with  the  Secreta- 
ry of  War,  and  here  are  the  papers  with  which  I 
have  been  lurnisbed.  They  are  the  letters  between 
the  Secretary  of  War  and  Brevet  Gen.  Read,  com- 
mander in  Florida,  which  show  the  whole  system 
of  organizition,  and  the  motives  and  objects  to  be 
effected  by  it.  1  will  ask  the  Cleik  to  read  these 
papers,  beginning  at  the  one  marked  A  and  so  pro- 
ceed. [Th-  Clerk  read.]  I  regret,  said  Mr.  D. 
tbat  the  number  an  i  lengtn  of  those  letters  will  pre- 
vent me  from  giving  them  a  place  in  my  primed 
remarks,  which  would  make  comment  npon  them 
unnecessary.  I  will  now  briefly  explain  the  ob- 
ject and  the  system. 

The  organization  is  called  "infantry  for  neigh- 
borhood defence  in  Florida."  In  the  summer  of 
1838,  Mr.  Pointelt  recommended  such  an  organi- 
zation of  the  settlers  who  had  been  driven  from  their 
farms  by  the  Indians.  1  need  not  inform  members 
here  that  families  who  were  driven  from  their  farms 
in  Florida  were  furnished  rations  by  a  law  of  Con- 
gress. The  Secre:ary  of  War  conceived  and 
adopted  the  plan  of  organizing  such  persons  for 
"fireside"  defence.  The  object  was  double,  and 
the  result  has  bsen  double.  The  object  was  to  form 
a  military  defence,  and  the  improvement  of  the 
country.  The  result  has  been,  tbat  this  organiza- 
tion (about  five  hundred  in  number)  has  super- 
seded the  same  number  of  mounted  men,  which 
would  have  been  required,  in  addition  to  the  regu- 
lar force  in  Florida;  and  it  his  been  found,  by  ac- 
tual calculation,  that  t^is  organization  has  cost  but 
one-sixth  of  the  same  number  of  mounted  men. 
Another  result  has  been,  that  the  Government  has 
been  saved  from  vast  expense,  which  it  would  have 
incurred  by  the  trauspoi  tai  ion  of  grain  and  foiage 
for  the  support  of  troops  and  horses,  which,  to  a 
great  extent,  has  been  supplied  by  ihe  cultivation 
which  this  system  has  encouraged  and  secured. 

The  duties  and  privileges  which  this  organization 
imposes  and  secures  are:  for  a  part  of  those  em- 
braced in  it  to  cultivate  their  farms,  while  a  part 
are  patrolling  and  scouting  from  post  to  post;  they 
are  changed  at  the  end  of  gives  intervals.  It  is  a 
rule  of  this  organization,  that  no~person  is  to  be  or- 
dered more  than  twemy  miles  from  his  farm:  and 
this  is  what  gentlemen  deride  and  condemn,  as 
making  the  whole  system  weak  and  ridiculous;  but 
without  such  a  rule,  the  whole  system  would  fail, 
or  rather  it  never  have  been  established,  and  ene  of 


the  leading  objects  (viz:  the  cultivation  of  the 
farms)  would  be  defeated — for  the  militia  could  not 
cultivate  their  farms,  if  they  were  ordered  a  greater 
distance  than  twenty  miles,  from  them,  at  frequent 
iu'ervals. 

It  is  supposed  that  this  organization  has  been  w 
beneficial  in  point  of  military  defence,  as  the  same 
number  of  mounted  men  would  have  been  for  the 
same  lime.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  so,  for"  a 
higher  interest  stimulates  them.  They  defend  their 
farms  and  their  firesides,  as  well  as  their  country. 
So  much  for  the  Pi  cedent's  sedentary  militia,  so 
much  the  subjec  of  Whig  derision. 

Prior  to  the  overthrow  of  this  Administration, 
and  to  effect  that  purpose,  this  land  was  filled  with 
howlings  and  lamentations  about  its  extravagance 
and  profligacy.  Extravagant  appropriations  for 
harbors,  fortifications,  national  defences,  public 
building?,  canals:,  roads,  and  every  species  of  im- 
provements, were  paraded  to  expose  the  extrava- 
gance of  the  Administration.  But  how  has  the 
note  changed  !  We  have  beard  Whig  gentlemen, 
for  the  last  week,  exhaust  their  mental  and  physi- 
cal powers  in  denouncing  the  Administration  for 
(in  their  own  language)  its  niggardliness  and 
penuriousness.  It  is  charged  with  having  dri- 
velled out  insufficient  appropriations,  and  the 
dilapidated  and  decaying  condition  of  the  pub- 
lic works  and  fortifications  is  now  paraded 
to  expose  the  penurious,  and  miserable,  selfish, 
and  narrow  policy  of  this  Administration,  "to 
save  its  popularity,  and  secure  its  re-election. " 
How  will  such  notes  meet  the  ear  of  the  public, 
whose  head-  are  yet  ringing  with  the  peals  of  ex- 
travagance, ruin  and  profligacy?  Gentlemen  may 
reconcile  these  conflicting  charges  with  a  commu- 
nity whom  they  have  so  basely  abused  and  misled. 
It  is  no  duty  of  mine. 

But  while  on  the  charges  of  extravagance  before 
the  election,  and  of  penuriousness since  the  election, 
I  ask  to  present  some  figures  an  1  facts  "rhich  I  extract 
from  official  reports,  which  are  as  true  in  politics 
and  finance  as  the  book  of  worship  is  in  divinity. 

I  read  from  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  ihe 
Treasury,  Executive  documents,  1st  session  95th 
Congrere;  vol  21  for  1839-40,  Doc.  No.  17,  page 
9,  and  Doc.  No.  3  for  this  session,  page  2. 

These  documents  show  that  the  expenditures  for 
the  year  1835  were  (17,573,141  56 

1836  "  30,868,164  04 

1837  "  37,265,037  15 

1838  u  39,455,438  34 
These  aggregates  include  all  the  heavy  expendi- 
tures of  the  Indian  wars,  Indian  treaties,  Indian  re- 
movals, interest  and  principle,  paid  on  funded  debts, 
redemption  of  Treasury  notes,  and  border  difficul- 
ties that  occurred  since  1835,  in  the  years  to  which 
the  amount  is  annexed.  So  do  the  expenditures 
of  1839.  Here  is  a  table  showing  more  particu- 
larly the  expenses  of  that  year,  as  reported  in  Doe. 
No.  3,  2i  session  26th  Congress,  page  21: 

EXPENDITURES  FOR  1839. 

Civil.  miscellaneous 
and  foreign  inter- 
course       .  •  #4,918, 187  68 

Military         -  -  14,266,860  34 

Naval  •  •    6,^26,002  75 

$25,llQfiS0  67 

Public  debt,including 
interest  on  Holland 
debt  •  -        93,251  17 

Treasury  note*  re 
deemed,  including 
Interest      ■  •  11,101,111  02 

Trust  foods  -  •    1,010,523  29 


12,204,885  43 


$37,614,936  15 

It  is  seen  by  this  table  tbat  the  whole  expendi- 
tures for  1839  were  #37,614,936  15,  including  the 
redemption  of  Treasury  notes  and  the  trust  fund*; 
but  deduct  these,  which  is  proper  to  be  done, 
for  they  were  debts  of  another  year — I  say 
deduct  them,  and  the  expenditures  of  1839,  will 
be  but  |25,410,050  67.  Now,  let  us  look  to 
the  aggregate  expenditures  of  1840.  The  expendi- 
tures were,  in  the  entire  year,  022,489,349  51; 
and  such  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, and  such  its  retrenchments,  that 
$19,000,000  will  cover  the  expenses  for  the  present 
year,  (1841;)  so  says  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  such  are  the  estimates  from  data  furnished  by 
all  the  Departments.  I  have  presented  these  figures 
and  facts  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  rea/J 
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me.  1  desire  that  the  people  may  have 
these  facts,  to  pat  in  contrast  with  the  charges  of 
extravagance  with  which  the  Administration  was 
denounced  through  every  Bank-bought  corrupted 
organ  in  the  land,  and  every  Federal  demagogue 
that  could  conceive  a  falsehood,  or  express  the  con- 
ceptions of  another.  It  will  tie  seen  that  the  Ad- 
ministration has  succeeded  in  reducing  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  Government  from  139,000,000  per 
annum  to  #19,000,000;  and,  still  strange  to  say, 
one  of  the  reasons  of  its  overthrow  was  the  charge 
of  extravagance  and  profligacy.  It  is  difficult  to 
say  which  is  most  criminal,  the  fonl  spirit  that  pro- 
pagated such  slanders,  or  the  wilful  stupidity 
that  makes  them  available. 

But,  sir,  in  order  to  benight  the  public  mind,  and 
to  pave  the  way  for  every  species  of  profligacy  that 
the  coming  Administration  may  be  guilty  of,  it  is 
boldly  asserted  on  this  floor  that  this  Government  is 
now  indebted  to  the  amount  of  $30,000,000,  and 
that  a  loan  ought  forthwith  to  be  contracted,  and 
the  debt  settled.  Why,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  is  not 
the  man  prepared  to  say  who  will  make  such  an 
assertion?  But  as  no  evidence  or  statistics  has 
been  or  can  be  produced  to  sustain  the  assertion,  I 
•hall  satisfy  myself  with  meeting  it  with  a  direct 
and  unqualified  denial,  and  shall  class  it  with  the 
numerous  falsehoods  and  slander?,  which,  as  I  be- 
fore said,  have  been  but  too  successful. 

There  may  be  some  unexpended  appropriation 
at  the  expiration  of  this  Administration.  Thsre 
always  has  been,  and  always  will  be  at  the  expira- 
tion of  every  administration.  Those  may  he  called 
floating  unexpended  appropriations.  They  pass 
from  year  to  year,  as  well  as  from  administration 
to  administration. 

There  were  demands  of  this  character  to  the 
amount  of  ten  or  twelve  millions  fell  upon  this 
Administration,  when  it  come  into  power.  There 
will  not,  perhaps,  be  one-fourth  of  that  amount 
transferred  to  the  coming  administration.  I  know  of 
none  at  this  moment.  I  do  not  now  speak  of  Indian 
annuities,  Indian  treaties,  and  the  Holland  claim  on 
this  District,  assumed  by  the  General  Government; 
they  are  funded  debts,  and  no  administration  can 
pay  them  off,  without  farther  legislation.  The  Go- 
msnt  never  was  clearer  of  debt  and  embarrassment 
than  it  is  at  this  moment.  It  never  was  in  a  situa- 
tion since  its  first  organization,  to  manage  and  con- 
duct its  functions  with  more  ease  and  less  expense 
in  proportion  to  its  magnitude,  than  it  is  at  this 
time.  The  country  is  fast  overcoming  the  embar- 
rassment and  calamities  brought  upon  it  by  the 
frauds  and  mismanagement  of  the  banking  institu- 
tions^— trade  and  commerce  are  reviving— our  com- 
mercial debt,  which  grew  out  of  overtrading  and 
overbanking  is  paid,  and  we  have  a  fair  promise  of 
a  bountiful  harvest  of  revenue  from  imposts  and 
land  sales.  The  Florida  war  may  be  said  to  be  at 
an  end.  The  Indians,  we  are  toid,  are  daily  com- 
ing in  and  surrendering  themselves,  their  arms, 
and  their  wives  and  children.  Our  border  difficul- 
ties, it  is  believed,  will  be  settled  without  further 
difficulty.  The  Federal  party  come  into  power  in 
peace  and  plenty,  out  of  debt,  and  with  the  com- 
fortable sum  of  about  five  millions  in  advance,  which 
this  bill  will  furnish*  to  commence  operations. 
What  a  contrast!  How  did  Mr.  Van  Buren  find 
the  Government  and  the  country  when  he  came 
into  office?  The  Florida  war  raging,  one  of  the  most 
complicated,  expensive,  and  difficult  wars  that  this 
Government'  his  encountered,  owing  to  the  nature 
of  the  enemy,  the  character  of  the  climate  which 
was  its  seat,  and  the  advantages  the  face  of  the 
country  give  the  enemy — border  difficulties  of  the 
most  complex  character— the  surplus  revenue 
squandered,  or  what  was  the  same,  deposited  with 
the  States  (better  far  that  it  had  been  thrown  into 
the  Potomac)— nine  hundred  tanks,  with  three- 
fourths  of  all  the  newspapers,  united  io  paralyze  all 
bis  movements  and  overthrow  his  administration. 
Add  to  these  the  bank  suspensions,  which  left  bim 
without  a  dollar  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  suspen- 
sion of  commerce,  which  stopped  up  the  channels 
of  revenue — and  all  this  in  two  months  after  his 
inauguration.  All  this  before  he  had  time  to  per- 
form the  first  official  act.  But  more  of  this  here- 
after. 

Jb  iwaemw  ftotj}  Hew  York  (Mr.  B**juiu>] 


told  us  that  this  Administration  had  issued 
|25,000,000  of  Treasury  notes  from  its  beginning 
to  this  time;  and  that  it  would  now  owe  every  dol- 
lar of  that  amount  if  it  (the  Administration)  had 
not  seized  upon  the  Government  property  and 
made  forced  sales,  at  great  sacrifices,  for  their  re- 
demption. I  asked  the  gentleman,  at  the  time,  to 
inform  as  what  property  the  Government  had 
seized  on,  what  it  had  sold  that  was  not  in  right 
and  its  duty  to  sell.  The  gentleman  promised  us 
the  information,  bnt  that  was  all;  he  did  not  give 
it,  and,  what  is  worse,  he  cannot.  I  meet  that 
charge  with  a  direct  denial.  It  is  groundless  in  all 
its  parts,  and  I  defy  him,  or  any  other  man,  to  sus- 
tain it. 

It  is  somewhat  amusing  to  bear  and  see  the  ex- 
ultation manifested  and  expressed  by  the  Federal 
party  at  the  overthrow  of  the  Democracy.  uThe 
expiring  Administration !"  "The  successful  par- 
ty !"  "The  defunct  party!*  "The  prottrated 
Administration !"  "The  party  coining  into  pow- 
er;" and  such  expressions  of  unbridled  exultation 
is  the  beginning,  the  middle,  and  the  ending,  of 
every  Whig  speech  we  hear.  Well,  poor  fellows, 
I  do  not  blam;  them.  They  have  been  in  political 
exile  for  forty  years.  A  gentleman  tells  me  that 
they  owned  the  Government  four  years  within  that- 
time.  True;  but  that  was  no  Administration, 
within  the  meaning  of  our  Constitution  or  onr  po- 
litical language:  it  was  an  interregnum  of  that 
time:  it  was  a  Federal  interregnum  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution, 
and  in  open  defiance  of  the  will  of  the  people  and 
the  majesty  of  our  political  institutions.  No  man 
can  call  that  an  Administration,  without  violence 
and  political  profanity.  Yes,  sir,  the  Federal  par- 
ty have  been  in  banishment  for  forty  years.  For 
forty  years  they  have  been  rowing  up  '-Salt  river" — 
bareheaded  and  barebacked — on  half  ration*,  and 
now  that  they  are  restored  to  the  Federal  days  of 
*98,  they  have  a  right  to  exulr.  I  would  do  so  if 
I  were  in  their  pUce.  The  more  than  a  hun- 
dred thousand  lean,  long,  lank,  hungry,  and 
wolfish  office  seekers  who  are  now  thronging,  and 
who  are  to  throng  this  city,  to  seize  the  "spoil*  of 
victory,"  bearing  in  their  features  and  aspect  evi 
dences  of  worse  than  Siberian  pcverty,speaks  poorly 
for  the  country  they  have  left.  If  the  inhabitants 
from  "the  head  waters  of  Salt  river"  are  fairly 
represented  by  those  who  are  now  flocking  here 
for  the  spoils,  I  would  judge  it  to  be  either  a  poor 
country,  or  the  inhabitants  to  live  by  the  ragged 
promises  of  banks  without  capital,  or  subjects  to 
swindle.  If  I  were  capable  of  advising  my  friends, 
my  advice  would  be  to  keep  clear  of  the  Salt  river 
country.  I  would  advise  them  to  give  the  Fede- 
ralists another  "thake."  The  result  of  this  election 
is  but  a  triumph  over  men;  it  is  no  triumph  over 
principle.  There  was  no  issue  of  principle  made 
in  the  contest  It  will  be  no  violation  of  the  fun- 
damental principle,  which  every  Democrat  hoi  Is 
sacred,  viz:  "that  the  voice  of  the  people  is  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land,"  to  disregard  the  result  of 
this  election  only  as  a  triumph  of  men.  Every 
Democrat  is  at  liberty  to  stand  to  bis  principles  and 
the  measures  which  have  characterized  bis  party. 
It  is  an  anomaly  in  politics  and  in  government, 
that  an  administration  should  be  overthrown  upon 
no  principle. 

It  is  equally  strange  that  an  Administration 
should  come  into  power  upon  no  principle;  but  such 
is  the  fact.  I  have  said  that  it  was  an  anomaly; 
not  quite,  there  have  been  some  such  in*!  an  res. 
When  and  while  the  Jews  were  enjoying  the  daily 
manifestations  of  the  living  God,  unf,er  the  admi- 
nistration of  Moses,  tbey  debited  the  »>ne  and  sur- 
rendered the  other,  and  betook  themselves  to  idola- 
try ;  anon  made  a  golden  calf,  and  they  did  it  di- 
vine honor?;  not  that  they  were  to  receive  higher 
benefits,  but  they  wanted  a  ehsnge.  That  word 
change  has  ever  been  a  potent  word.  It  was  the 
word  change  in  the  mouth  of  Hanno  and  his  dema- 
gogical adherents,  that  overthrew  Hannibal,  and, 
with  him,  sunk  the  Republic  of  Carthage.  It  was 
the  word  change,  in  connection  with  the  golden 
bribes  of  Persia,  that  subverted  the  Grecian  liber- 
ties and  the  Grecian  Republics.  That  word  change, 
sad  Persian  gold,  did  what  the  arms  of  Persia 
WM  H**W«  ^  do*   So,  too,  the  word  change,  god 


British  gold,  may  do  what  the  arms  of  England 
oouldnotdo.  They  may  subvert  the  liberties  of 
this  people,  and  overthrow  this  Republic.  Tbatword 
change,  and  the  British  moneyed  influence,  have  ac- 
complished one  step:  they  have  made  onesueot&ifal 
effort.  They  have  overthrown  as  pure  and  upright 
an  Administration  as  ever  administered  this  Go- 
vernment. They  have  defeated  the  re-election  of 
a  President,  and  as  sound,  as  pure,  and  as  talented 
a  patriot  as  ever  filled  the  Executive  of  this  Go- 
vernment or  any  other— one  who  has  administered 
the  Government  upon  the  same  Democratic  prin- 
ciples, and  in  support  of  >he  same  measures,  by 
which  this,  in  the  short  space  of  half  a  century,  tut 
grown  to  be  a  mighty  Republic — and  one, too,  who 
was  elected  by  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
American  freemen  to  carry  out  the  very  measures 
which  have  characterized  and  marked  every  offi- 
cial act  of  his.  His  Administration  has  been  ho- 
nest, faithfu1,  able,  economical  and  patriotic,  and 
his  avowal  of  principle,  as  well  as  the  party  who 
sustained  him,  open,  fearlesss,  and  candid-ivow. 
ing  at  all  times  and  in  all  places  the  principles  and 
measures  which  should  gnide  and  govern  him  and 
them.  And  how  was  this  honest  expose  met?  Why, 
the  Federal  candidate  positively  refused  to  present 
auy  "expression  of  principle  for  the  public  eye," 
or  to  give  any  pledge  to  support  or  repudiate  any 
measure,  and  even  denied  the  right  and  the  proprie- 
ty to  ask  him  for  a  pledge.  Here  is  an  extract 
from  a  speech  delivered  at  Fort  Meigs,  as  reported 
in  a  paper  friendly  to  his  election.  In  that  speech 
he  says: 

"I  will  now,  fellow-citlzene,  rive  you  roy  reason  Ar  hiring 
refund  to  give  pledges  and  opinions  more  freely  than  I  hare 
done  since  my  nomination  to  the  Presidency.  Many  of  the 
statements  published  upon  this  subject  an  by  no  mens  cor- 
rect. But  it  is  true  that  it  is  my  opinion  that  no  plsdgs  storid 
be  given  by  an  individual  while  in  nomination  for  toy  offia  fa 
the  gift  of  the  people." 

1  could  present  numerous  instances  in  which  Ge- 
neral Harrison  u  as  called  upon  through  the  mart 
respectable  mediums,  and  from  the  most  patriotic 
motives,  to  give  his  views  on  the  great  leading 
measures  which  interested  the  country,  in  every 
instance  of  which  he  declined  giving  answers  "for 
the  public  eye."  I  am  too  fast.  General  Harri- 
son did  give  one  pledge.  He  stated,  I  believe,  at 
various  times,  in  many  places,  and  in  the  preseaee 
of  assembled  multitudes,  that  he  bettered  a  Nation- 
al Bank  unconstitutional.  He  believed  that  Got* 
gress  has  not  the  constitutional  power  to  establish  a 
National  Bank.  He  has  also  pledged  himself, i 
the  midst  of  assembled  thousands,  to  veto  no  bill 
that  Congress  may  pass.  He  is  now  the  President 
elect  of  this  Republic.  On  the  4th  of  March  next, 
at  the  threshold  of  his  official  duties,  he  will  moaat 
the  eastern  portico  of  this  Capitol,  and  with  lips 
pressed  to  the  Holy  Evangelists,orwi&upliftedhairi 
before  assembled  thousands,  to  whom  he  is  respon- 
sible here,  and  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  <W 
and  his  Eternal  Throne,  to  whom  he  is  responsible, 
and  before  which  he  is  answerable  hereafter,  he 
will  swear  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  Now,  suppose  Congress  should  pas*,  far- 
ing his  administration,  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  and,  to  become  a  law,  k  shall  reqofte 
his  approval  and  signature,  what  *  ill  be  the  condi- 
tion of.  that  poor  old  man?  He  stands  pledged  to 
approve  and  si?n  a  bil  which  he  has  said  is  ia  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution  which  he  his  swore  io 
maintain?  I  say,  what  will  be  his  situatioa  iaa 
moral  and  conscientious  view,  io  say  nothing  of  ne 
political  obligations  he  is  under  to  maintain  the 
Constitution  in  the  exercise  of  the  veto  power, 
which  is  a  part  of  the  obligations  of  the  Ereeatrve, 
and  was  intended  by  the  framers  of  the  Contftja- 
ton  to  preserve  it  frem  the  innova ions  and viola- 
tion which  General  Harrison  sajs,  himself,  woom 
be  made  upon  it  by  the  establishment  of  a  Natioail 
Bank?  ' 

I  know  of  no  Whig  <5amlida»e  whose  elec- 
tion in  the  late  canvas?  turned  on  principles.  m* 
Republican  Government,  it  is  a  fundamental  ngat 
of  in*  people  to  demand  of  the  candidate  who  w 
asking  suffrage  at  their  hands,  what  are  hi- priao* 
pies,  and  upon  what  terms  be  will  administer  tee 
office  which  he  seeks;  and  it  is  a  political  doty,  ea 
the  part  of  a  candidate,  to  answer,  and  to  ««** 
sincerely.  That  right  and  that  day  Wffe  both  fl9» 
latedi«tyvlfttoe)w4oMt 
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How,  I  ask  again,  were  the  fearless  and  honest 
expoee  of  principles,  on  the  pari  of  the  Democracy, 
met?  Why,  sir,  by  drunken  orgies,  that  would 
hare  disgraced  a  bacchanalian  feast — by  empty  un- 
meaning pageants— ridiculous  displays  of  log  cab- 
ins, beset  in  coon  skins,  fox  tails,  old  goards,  empty 
barrels,  shot  poaches,  and  snapping  turtles;  and 
by  other  displays  unworthy  of  the  age,  disgrace- 
ful to  any  people,  and  an  insult  to  every  under- 
standing of  morality  and  decency.  Or,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  my  poet: 

And  what  are  the  principles  'bout  which  yon  prate? 

I  aoewar,  log  cabins  and  pickerel  bait; 

Hard  cider,  old  muskets,  and  racoon*,  and  rags, 

Black  wool  wad  broad  seals,  and  tow  saddle-bags. 

Corn  dodgers  aid  sktonk  skius,  with  pitch  forks  and  poles, 

Old  bats  that  were  made  but  to  stop  up  the  holes; 

Pack  saddles  and  gouids,  empty  hoppers  and  lye, 

And  catfish  and  gingerbread  made  in  a  pie: 


Pothook*  and  kettles,  with  scythes  and  wash  tab, 

Old  sickles  sad  cornstalks,  and  axes  to  grub. 

Oh !  who  could  have  dreamt  that  a  nation  so  wise, 


Would  hare  stopped  up  their  ears  and  plucked  out  their  eyes; 
Would  have  swallowed  such  falsehood,  so  plain  and  so  foul, 
That  would  disgust  and  sicken  a  toad  eating  owl? 

It  is  disgraceful  to  the  American  intelligence  to 
say  that  the]  elections  were  carried  by  such  dis- 
plays, in  the  entire  absence  of  avowed  principles. 
We  must  look  for  some  other  influence,  by  which 
the  whole  power  and  force  of  the  American  De- 
mocracy have  been  overthrown.  There  was  a 
combination  of  circumstances  and  factions  brought 
together,  and  made  to  bear  on  the  Administration, 
which  never  has  been  before,  and  it  is  hoped 
never  will  be  again.  First  of  the  factions.  Those  fac- 
tions were  bound  together  by  no  principle  or  tie, 
save  their  hostility  to  the  Democratic  party,  and 
to  Democratic  principles  The  Abolitionist  and 
the  slave  holder,  the  bank  man  and  the  an ti -bank 
man — the  high  tariffite,  and  the  ami-tariffite — 
the  distributionist,  and  the  anti-distribationist — 
the  aawamptionist,  and  the  anii-as*umptiooist, 
though  all  antiprdes  to  each  other,  were 
united  against  the  Democracy,  all  rallied  under 
their  different  banners  to  the  standard  of  Fede- 
ralism. Change!  change!  was  their  watchword. 
The  cry  and  the  echo  of  change  never  was  per- 
mitted to  die  on  the  ear,  midst  all  the  conflict  and 
din  of  battle— not  a  change  of  measures  nor  cf 
principle,  but  a  change  of  men*    As  my  poet  says: 

•The  Federalists  cams  and  they  wanted  "change," 

Oh !  "change,"  the  Abolitionists  caught  it. 

That  Tariffites  wanted  it  is'nt  strange. 

But  change  for  the  Antis,  who  would  hare  thought  it? 

They  wanted  change,  and  change  they  hare  got, 
*  Bat  a  change  for  the  better?  "1  reckon  not." 
Second,  of  the  circumstances.  But  to  explain 
them  would  require  more  time  than  the  limits  of  a 
speech  will  permit.  It  would  require  not  only  a 
financial  and  commercial  hUtory  of  our  own  coon- 
try,  but  a  history  of  our  relations  with  other 
countries.  It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  under  the 
high  tariff  banking  add  credit  system,  a  rage  for 
speculation  was  engendered,  which  was  only 
equalled  by  the  fatal  embarrassments  in  which  it 
involved  the  people,  the  8iates,  and  the  General 
Government.  The  people  became  involved  in  a 
large  commercial  debt.  The  Slates  b?eame  in- 
volved for  loans  obtained  for  internal  improve- 
ments, to  near  t«o  hundred  millions  of  dollar.*  to 
foreign  capitalists.  Tee  country  was  .overspread 
with  upwards  of  nine  hundred  incorporated  bank- 
ing institutions,  a  large  portion  of  whose  capital 
was  and  is  owned  by  capitalists  in  London,  Paris 
and  Amsterdam. 

Before  I  take  my  reat,  I  will  explain  the  process  by 
which  all  our  pecuniary  and  commercial  embarrass- 
ments were  brought  upon  us  by  that  extended  creiit, 
banking  rfhd  internal  improvement  system;  but  it  is 
at  this  moment  my  object  to  expose  the  evewn- 
timnees  and  influences  which  were  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  recent  election*.  It  ii  well  known  (bat 
this  Administration  and  the  Democratic  party 
were,  and  are  now,  opposed  to  the  contracting  of 
further  foreign  loans,  and  to  Jhe  privili  ges  which 
the  present  system  of  banking  bestows  upon  tbote 
institutions  and  their  stockholders.  It  is  well  known 
that  State  stocks  in  the  European  markets  have 
been  gradually  falling  since  the  revulsion  and 
bank  commercial  suspensions  in  1837,  until 
they  are  not  worth  mo.e  thai  sixty  or  sixty-five 
cents  on  the  dollar*  It  is  also  well  known  that  one 
of  Ibfi  WW*  bjrwbicfc  tbo>*  stock*  would  be 


raised  to  par  value,  would  be  by  getting  the  Gene- 
ral Government  to  assume  the  State  debts.  It  is 
well  known,  too,  that  this  Administration  was  op- 
posed to  that  polioy.  The  restrictions  and  secu- 
rities which  the  Administration  and  its  supporters 
were  imposing  upon  the  banks,  dismayed  bank 
stockholders,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  They  saw 
in  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  sup- 
porters the  overthrow  of  their  swindling  system,  and 
the  downfall  of  their  corrupt  institutions. 

It  was  to  avoid  a  catastrophe  so  fatal  to  the  gam- 
bling and  stockjobbing  interests,  that  united  the 
hankers  and  stockholders  of  both  Europe  and  this 
country  against  the  re-election  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, and  rallied  all  ihe  power  and  influence 
when  a  control  of  two  hundred  millions  of  State 
dehiF,  twice  that  amount  of  bank  capital,  and  per- 
haps four  times  that  amount  of  bank  loans,  gave 
them  over  the  people.  The  idea  that  British  capi- 
tal, British  gold,  and  British  influence,  controlled 
the  recent  elections,  is  scouted  by  the  Federal  party 
here,  and  denounced  as  a  slander  upon  the  freemen 
of  this  country.  Sir,  it  is  honorable  to  suppose 
the  American  people  incapable  of  bribery  or  being 
bribed.  It  is  not  charged  that  they  were  bribed  di- 
rectly, nor  was  it  necessary  that  they  should  be. 
There  were  easier  and  cheaper  methods  of  bringing 
British  influence  and  British  capital  to  operate  upon 
the  people  and  the  elections.  That  such  influences 
were  brooght  to  bear,  no  one  having  a  regard  for 
truth,  and  acquainted  with  the  facts,  will  deny.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  the  evidence— evidence  conclu- 
sive—evidence which  carries  conviction  with  iL 

It  is  well  known  that  Daniel  Webster  went  to 
England.  It  has  been  publicly  and  privately  re- 
ported, and  I  believe  never  contradicted,  that  he  went 
upon  means  to  the  amount  of  near  or  about  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  furnishes  by  the  traders,  bank- 
ers,mercbant*,and  stock  jobbers  of  the  Eastern  cities. 
What  he  went  for,  none  but  those  in  the  secret 
know;  but,  to  use  a  Yankee  phrase,  we  can  guess. 
It  was  to  restore  confidence  in  the  ability  and  faith 
of  the  States  to  redeem  their  bonds — to  the  end 
that  more  loans  might  be  obtained,  and  to  assure 
the  stockholders  that  the  Stales  were  constitutionally 
and  legally  bound  to  liquidate  their  bonds.  A  kind 
of  notion  was  prevailing  ihat  the  States  had  no 
power  to  issue  bills  of  credit,  and  that  the  State 
bonds  were  bills  of  credit,  and  i  He  re  to  re  unconstitu- 
tional and  illegal,  and  that  subsequent  State  Legisla- 
tures might  so  consider  them,  and  might  refuse  to 
provide  for  their  payment.  While  fugling  with 
the  stockjobbers  and  bankers  of  London  exchange, 
I  do  not  know  what  promises  he  made  them,  that 
if  Mr.  Van  Buren**  Administration  could  be  over- 
thrown, the  General  Government  would  assume  the 
payment  of  the  Slates  bonds,  and  a  national  bank 
be  established,  but  I  do  know  when  he  came  home, 
"change,"  "change,"  was  the  word.  I  know,  too, 
that  no  election  by  the  Federal  party  ever  was  con- 
ducted with  so  mucn  expense  or  money  and  sacri- 
fice of  time,  though  the  piteous  howls  of  panic, 
roin,  and  distress,  were  made  to  time  with 
"change,  'change,  change."  I  do  not  know  from 
whence  the  means  were  drawn  that  supported  all 
the  fool  Federal  fandangoes  that  disgraced  this 
country,  our  Republican  institutions,  and  the  elec- 
tive franchise.  I  do  not  know  whether  ihey  were 
furnished  by  British  banks  in  this  country  or  Bri- 
tish banks  in  England,  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  wf  re  furnished  by  British  American,  or  Ame- 
rican British  stockjobbers  and  gambler?.  I  know 
the  means  were  furnished  from  some  fource  other 
than  priva'e  and  individual  donations;  and  now 
for  the  evidence.  I  wjll  not  read  all  I  have.  I  have 
not  time  to  read  all  the  correspondence  which 
shows  the  London  Exchange  interest  felt,  and  in- 
terference exercised  in  the  American  elections  last 
fall  and  summer.  H»re  is  a  part.  It  is  a  revolu- 
tion adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  stockjobbers  in 
London: 

'To  send  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  agents  who  should 
press  the  said  Legislatures  to  appropriate  funds  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  their  scrip,  and  establish  sinking  funds  to  necure 
the  remainder" 

So  we  have  had  British  bank  and  stockjobbing 
agents  to  superintend  our  Legislatures,  and  in  order 
that  ths  Legislatures  should  be  of  the  proper  cast, 
such  as  would  be  more  likely  to  carry  out  the  views 
of  ifee  stockjobbing  herd,  it  iif*ir  to  presume  that 


these  agents  were  wire  workers  in  the  elections. 
What  American  will  not  feel  humbled  when  he 
reflects  that  our  legislative  halls  are  beset  with  Bri- 
tish agents,  demanding  legislation  in  behalf  of  fo- 
reign interests.  This  is  the  influence  which  sprung 
Ihe  question  of  Federal  assumption  of  State  debts, 
and  tt  seems,  while  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
or  all  except  the  Federal  fugle  masters,  were  kept 
in  perfect  ignorance  of  General  Harrison's  views 
of  tha  great  questions  of  public  interest,  the  stock- 
jobbers and  owners  understood  him  well. 

Here  is  an  extract  from  a  London  paper. 

"The  London  Morning  Post,  of  Juno  3d,  in  speaking  of  a  re- 
port oi  Mr.  Kendall  and  several  other  members  of  the  Ameri- 
can Cabinet  had  resigned,  says: 

"By  the  election  ef  General  Harrison,  the  Whig  candidate, 
and  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  return  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  a  sound  and  rational  system  of  banking  will  follow  as 
a  matter  of  course;  and  possibly  the  United  States  Bank  may 
once  more  find  itself  under  the  protection  of  a  proper  charter. 
The  rejection  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  will  be  decisive  of  the  Site  of 
the  Sub  Treasury  scheme.  That  insane  piece  of  legislation  will 
be  most  assuredly  knocked  on  the  head,  and  we  shall  no  longer 
hear  of  pet  banks,  and  the  thousand  other  absurdities  with 
which  it  is  associated. 

"We  rejoice  in  the  downfall  of  the  VISIONARY  UNDER- 
TAKINGS OP  TUB  RAD.CAL  SPIRITS  AND  POLITI- 
CAL ECONOMICAL  COXCOMBS,  WHETHER  THKY 
BE  OP  THE  OLD  WORLD  OR  THE  NEW,  and  may,  a*  • 
cor  ingly,  congratulate  the  Americans  on  the  prospects  they 
hare  of  setting  rid  of  such  quacks  as  Van  Buren,  uVan"  Jack* 
son,  and  Mr.  Amos  Kendall. 

"Whether  the  resigna'  ion  takes  place  or  not  there  seems*  to 
be  no  doubt  that  THE  WHOLE  CREW  OF  THE  DEMO- 
CRATIC PARTY  will,  in  the  month  of  November  at  the  latest, 
be  relieved  from  the  cares  of  office." 

Here  is  more  of  the  same.  Both  these  extracts 
are  from  high  toned,  full-blooded,  red -mouthed, 
English  Tory  papers: 

The  Liverpool  Standard  of  September  4th,  encourages 
the  owners  of  American  stocks  in  England  with  the  following 
words: 

"There  can  be  very  little  doubt  that,  in  spHe  of  Govern, 
ment  influence,  General  Harrison  will  be  elected  President." 
Prom  the  Liverpool  Standard,  September  4, 1840. 

"Atpresent,  Great  Britain  exercises  a  POWERFUL  INFLU- 
ENCE  over  the  social,  political,  and  fiscal  affairs  of  the  United 
States.  The  dependence  of  the  planters  in  the  South,  and  the 
commercial  men  in  the  North,  upon  the  British  market,  neces- 
sarily superinduces  a  desire  for  peace  on  their  part,  while  it 
gives  this  country  *  large  amount  of  control  ovBft  the  poblio 
decisions  of  those  bodies.  The  ultra  Republicans  of  the  States 
do  not  relish  this  control.  They  see  rhat  it  interposes  a  BAR- 
RIER AGAINST  THE  WORKING  OUT  OF  THEIR  DE- 
MOCRATICAL  PRINCIPLES." 

It  will  be  seen  by  taese  extracts  ihvt  the  London 
brokers  had  the  advantage  of  the  American  Demo* 
cracr.  They  knew  precisely  by  what  rule  of 
arithmetic  to  calculate  if  General  Harrison  should 
succeed  in  his  election.  If  his  election  was  se- 
cured, they  could  calculate  their  Bank  and  State 
stocks  by  multiplication;  but  if  Mr.  Van  Buren 
should  succeed,  the  rule  of  subtraction  would  ap- 
ply. Such  is  virtually  the  language  of  the  follow- 
ing letters.    Here  they  are: 

[Per  Great  Western] 

London,  June  3,  1840. 

Pia:  We  refer  to  our  last,  of  May  15,  and  have  now  the  plea-  . 
sureofackaowledgingthe  receipt  of  your  esteemed  letter  of 
17ch  April.  The  box  with  the  coupon*  of  the  bonds  in  our  pos- 
session has  also  reached  us  within  these  few  days;  the  contents 
have  not  yet  been  examined,  but  we  have  no  doubt  of  these  be- 
ing found  correct. 

Wo  assure  you  that  we  are  not  unmindful  of  your  anxious 
wish  either  to  realize  your  bonds  at  a  satisfactory  price,  or  to 
receive  an  advance  upon  them,  but  wo  regret  to  eay  this  is  still 
out  of  our  power;  there  are  hardly  any  transactions  in  Ameri- 
can securities,  even  in  the  most  current  stocks;  and  as  to  the 
introduction  of  any  new  stock  in  the  market,  we  should  not 
connider  it  either  advisable  or  even  creditable,  nor  can 
we  as  yet  foietell  the  period  when  a  material  improve- 
ment may  be  expected.  We  should,  consequently.  In 
making  an  advance,  lock  up  our  capital  for  an  indefinite 
period,  and  for  this,  we  confess,  the  value  of  money  Is  too 
great  at  present  THE  ATTENTION  OF  OUR  CAPITAL- 
ISTS AND  OTHERS  ENGAGED  IN  AMERICAN  AF- 
FAIRS IS  NOW  TURNED  TO  YOUR  INTERNAL  PO- 
LITICS, AND  IF  THE  PROSPECTS  FOR  YOUR  NEXT 
PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION  HELD  OUT  BV  THELA8T 
ACCOUNTS  SHOULD  BE  REALIZED,  THIS  CIRCUM. 
STANCE  WILL  CONTRIBUTE  MORE  THAN  ANY 
OTHER  TO  RESTORE  GENERAL  CONFIDENCE.  The 
payment*  of  the  dividends  on  Pennsylvania  stock  has  produced 
a  good  cfTeei,  but  even  now  th  t  stock  (which  a  few  years  ago 
was  preferred  toall  others,  and  sold  as  high  as  120  0-0.)  can  be 
purchased  at  from  76  to  78  0-0,  which  wlllshow  you  what  could 
be  expected  for  Missouri  bonds.  Indiana  dollar  stock  has  been 
sold  at  66  00.  Illinois  6  percent,  stock  at  74  6  0,  but  even  at 
these  rates  no  large  rales  should  be  effected. 
We  remain,  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

FRED.  HUTH  &  CO. 
John  Smith,  esq. 

Prtsidout  oi  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  St.  Louis. 

This  was  the  first  letter;  here  is  the  second.  It 
promise*  some  consolation  to  the  Siate  of  Missouri 
shonld  ihe  Democratic  Administration  be  OTer- 
thrown.  The  stockjobbers  were  barking  up  the 
wrong  tree  when  they  wrote  these  letters.  The/ 
supposed  they  were  tajkipj  to  tbos«  who  wero  wiU 
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ling  lo  sell  their  birthright  for  a  mess  of  porridge; 
those  who  were  willing  to  barter  oft'  their  princi- 
ples and  their  institutions  for  the  ass's  load  of  gold. 
Bat  here  is  the  second  letur: 

[Per  Great  Western.) 

London,  fcfepieraber  11, 1840. 
Dkar  Sir:  We  hare  duly  received  your  favoru  of  July  9, 
from  Si.  Louie,  and  July  29,  from  New  York,  and  muni  regrui 
we  still  continue  unable  to  moet  your  wishes  as  regards  a  sale 
of  your  hoods,  or  a  loan  on  the  security  of  them.  The  war 
with  which  we  are  threatened  by  France  again  diverts  the  atten- 
tion of  our  capitalists  from  permanent  investments,  and  all 
American  securities  appear  quite  fonroueo.  Indiana  5  |wr 
cent,  dollar  slock  was  offered  to  us  at  67 1 0  0;  and  Missouri,  be- 
ins  less  known,  could  not  even  be  sold  in  less  proportion.  IF, 
HOWEVER.  YOUR  ELECTIONS  FOR  THE  PRESI- 
DENTSHIP SHOULD  HAVE  THE  RESULT  NOW  ANTI- 
CIPATED, IT  IS  VERY  PROBABLE  THAT  AN  IMPULSE 
WIDL  BE  GIVEN  TO  ALL  STATE  STOCKS.  AND  THE 
MOMENT  MAY  THEN  ARRIVE  WHEN  YOUR  BONDS 
CAN  BE  INTRODUCED  UNDER  FAVORABLE  AUS- 
PICES, though  not  at  the  limit  you  have  fixed,  whilst  Illinois  6 
per  cent,  sterling  bonds  can  be  purchased  so  much  lower;  the 
price  asked  at  present  for  this  latter  stock  is  870  0,  being  nearly 
10  0-0  under  your  limit.  AFTER  YOU  HAVE  WAITED  SO 
LONG,  WE  THINK  IT  WOULD  HE  A  PITY  TO  RECALL 
THE  BONDS  WITHOUT  SEEING  WHAT  EFFECT  A 
CHANGE  IF  YOUR  EXECUTIVE  WILL  PRODUCE,  IN 
WHICH  POINT  WE  MAY  EXPECT  TO  FORM  A  FAIJl 
JUDGMENT  ABOUT  THE  BEGINNING  OF  NEXT  YEAR. 
If,  however,  you  wish  die  bonds,  or  a  portion  of  them,  10  be  re- 
turned, please  give  us  your  instructions  and  they  will  be  punc- 
tually followed. 

We  remain  respectfully,  dear  sir, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

FREDERICK  HUTU  6c  CO. 
John  Smith,  Esq.  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, St.  Louie. 

Missouri,  by  her  Legislature,  met  this  insolence 
in  the  proper  spirit — in  the  spirit  worthy  cf  a  free 
,  State  and  of  freemen — worthy  the  imitation  of 
other  Stales  and  o'htr  freemen.  Her  bonds  were 
recalled,  and , their  arrogance  denounced  and  re- 
buked. But  the  election  is  over — Mr.  Van  Buren 
is  defeated,  and  General  Harrison  is  elected.  Hear 
the  congratulations!  The  frantic  joy  of  the  money 
changers  and  rag  barons  of  this  ceumry  hardly 
excelled  that  of  the  moneyed  aristocray  of  Eng- 
land. I  read  from  the  London  Morning  Chronicle, 
a  fall-blooded  Tory  paper: 

MONEY  MARKET  AND  CITY  NEWS. 

Wednesday.  December  10.— The  election  of  General  Harri- 
son to  the  PrestdefUd  chair  of  the  United  States  is  an  event  of 
great  importance  to  tbo  commercial  interests  of  America  and 
Great  Britain.  A  new  system  of  financial  policy  will  be  pro- 
pounded by  the  cabinet  of  the  United  States,  and,  if  successful, 
the  change  will  be  felt  throughout  Europe.  On  this  country  it 
wilt  act,  however,  most  immediately,  and  to  the  greatest  extent. 
We  havo  deep  interests  at  stake,  therefore,  in  unking  our  transat- 
lantic brethren  not  to  go  ahead  loo  fast,  nor  too  far,  but  to  use 
their  success  with  prudence. 

The  measures  which  will  form  the  leading  features  ef  discus- 
sion, when  Congress  assembles,  are  likely  to  be:  1st.  The  ad- 
justment of  the  currency;  2d.  The  bankruptcy  law;  3d.  The 
general  land  distribution  bill;  and,  4th.  The  tariff.  J  he  first 
named  of  these  important  questions  will  lead  to  len^hihenud 
discussion.  It  is  of  v ital  in lerest  to  the  future  prosperity  of  ( he 
Union,  and  ought  not  to  be  decided  without  full  and  mature  deli- 
beration. A  rash  or  inconsiderate  step  m ight  not  only  overtu rn 
the  new  Government,  but- lead  to  disastrous  convulsions  in  the 
money  market-  The  Government,  however,  are  vested  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  with  special  powers  "to  coin 
money,  and  regulate  the  value  thereof,"  so  that  their  powers  to 
establish  a  uniform  national  currency  cannot  be  successfully 
disputed.  Mr.  Webster  was  the  leading  expounder  of  the 
views  of  the  now  administration  party  on  this  rubject;  and  as 
he  predicted  that  it  would  lead  to  the  success  of  one  system  of 
Government,  and  to  the  overthrow  of  another,  itia  from  his 
views  that  we  are  to  look  for  the  nature  of  the  measures  which 
will  be  brought  forward.  If  his  opinions  be  adopted  by  General 
Harrison,  the  new  Federal  Government  will  not  only  propound 
a  basis  for  a  national  paper  currency,  payable  in  gold 
and  silver,  but  also  lor  a  National  Bank.  The  latter  mea- 
sure would  meet  with  powerful  opposition,  and  we  hear 
that  the  Whig  party  are  not  all  of  one  way  of  thinking 
about  iu  The  same  maybe  said  legarding  the  general  bank- 
ruptcy bill.  It  would  never  do  to  legislate  for  behoof  of  the 
debtor  only,  as  was  proposed  by  the  bill  of  last  ncssisn.  Any 
measure,  to  deserve  success,  should  be  even  handed,  and  apply 
both  to  debtor  and  creditor.  It  is  considered  likely  that  Mr. 
Clay  will  be  successful  in  carrying  a  ineasmc  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  public,  lands  belonging  to  the  general  body  of  the 
Republic,  and  at  the  disposal  of  Congress.  It  has  been  pro 
posod  by  Mr.  Clay  that  these  land*  should  be  sold  under  the  pro- 
visions of  a  special  law,  and  the  proceeds  divided  among  the 
various  States  on  fixed  principles,  according  to  their  represen- 
tation in  Congress.  A  bill  for  that  puriwse  formedy  passed 
the  Legislature,  but  General  Jackson  did  not  permit  it  to  be- 
come a  law,  having  allowetl  it  mdropwithou  giving  his  Presi- 
dential sanction,  but  it  is  understood  that  Gene  nil  Harrison  will 
readily  approvo,  if  it  be  sent  up  to  bim  by  the  Senate.  The  pass- 
ing of  such  a  measure  would  afford  the  various  Slates  powerful 
aid  in  completing  their  schemes  of  internal  improvement.  But, 
then,  whatever  is  given  to  the  revenue  of  the  different  States,  is 
withdrawn  from  the  revenue  of  the  Union. 

It  is  supposed  that  a  change  of  the  tariff  will  be  strenuously 
mooted  by  the  manufacturing  States  who  urc  desirous  for 
heavier  protecting  dt i ties,  but  they  will  meet  with  vehement 
opposition  from  die  exporting  interests,  and  we  trust  that  free 
principles  of  trade  will  still  prevail  in  Congress. 

1  shall  trouble  ytu  with  i>o  more  extracts.  If 
what  1  have  read  are  not  ^ufli^ient  to  establish  the 
fact  that  British  capital  and  British  influence  were 


brought  to  bear  on  the  recent  election?,  no  amount 
of  evidence  would  avail. 

But  permit  me  to  discharge  a  duty  to  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  American  people  by  saying  again  that 
they  are  incapable  of  being  bribed,  or  turned  from 
the  support  of  our  Democratic  i\stitutions  by  any 
direct  attempts  of  foreign  influence  or  money.  It 
will  be  asked  how  has  this  influence  been  brought 
to  bear?  I  answer,  by  indirect  means.  Such  is 
the  bold  that  foreign  capitalists  have  upon  our  cre- 
dit and  monetary  institution*,  that,  by  a  combina- 
tion with  those  w ith  whom  they  are  connected  and 
associated  in  this  country,  having  an  identity  of  in- 
terest, they  can  say  to  the  banks  suspend,  and 
they  suspend — expand,  and  they  expand — contract, 
and  they  contract — resume,  and  they  resume.  All 
these  they  can  do,  and  have  done.  And  what  is 
the  effect?  It  is  to  make  money  scarce  or  plenty  at 
their  will;  to  raise  or  lower  tbe  price  of  prodnce 
and  labor;  to  suspend  or  progress  with  public 
works  and  improvements,  as  may  best  advance 
their  interests.  The  unsuspecting  laborer  who  only 
seeks  to  maintain  himself  by  honest  economy  and 
industry,  does  not  understand  the  cause  of  those 
expansions  and  contractions  which  at  one  time 
give  him  ample  compensation,  and  high  hopes  for 
his  labor,  and  at  another  sink  him  into  poverty  and 
nakedness.  He  looks  around  him  with  astonishment 
and  surprise  for  the  causes  of  those  changes  which 
so  effect  him  and  hi3  interests.  He  is  told  that  it 
is  by  the  mismanagement  of  the  ruling  powers, 
and  be  is  admonished,  as  he  values  his  own  pecu- 
niary interest9,  to  change  the  Administration.  Now 
look  at  the  number  of  banks  in  this  country,  the 
amount  of  bank  capital,  the  number  of  bank  offi- 
cer*, of  bank  directors,  and  bank  stockholders, 
ninety-nine  in  a  hundred  of  whom  are  opposed  to 
the  Democratic  party — look  also  to  the  fact  that 
foreign  capitalists  own  a  vast  portion  of  all  the 
bank  stock  in  this  couotry,jaod  are,  like  their  as- 
sociates here,  opposed  in  principle  and  policy  to 
this  Administration,  and*  every  thing  like  demo- 
racy.  Again,  look  at  the  wide-spread  influence 
that  the  banks  and  the  capitalists  can  and  have  ex- 
ercised on  the  elections  through  all  the  mediums, 
and  the  more  than  ten  thousand  channels  of  mo- 
neyed agencies  that  control  the  value  of  every 
thing  that  is  the  subject  of  pecuniary  value;  and 
deny,  in  the  spirit  ol  truth  if  you  can,  that  foreign 
influence  bas  controlled  the  elections.  I  say 
again,  that  foreign  capital  has  controlled  and  is 
now  controlling  the  elective  franchise,  the  ballot 
box,  and  the  institutions  of  this  country,  not  by 
direct  bribery,  but  by  secret  moneyed  influence?, 
more  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  ibis  country, 
and  more  subversive  of  our  Republican  institu- 
tions than  the  artillery  and  the  boyonel  of  England 
or  all  other  military  powers  on  eaith  combined. 

I  may  name  another  circumstance,  which  was 
used  to  overthrow  the  Administration;  and  so  far 
as  it  was  successful,  1  regret  to  say  it  was  dis- 
graceful to  American  in'elligence,  and  dishonora- 
ble to  American  patriotism.  I  allude  to  "Mr.  Van 
Buren't  standing  army  of  two  hundred  thousand  men!" 
It  will  be  remembered,  and  the  journals  show  the 
fact,  that  during  the  short  session  of  tbe  Twenty- 
fifth  Congress,  a  resolution  was  passed,  requesting 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  to  the  next  Con- 
gress a  plan  of  reorganizing  the  militia.  That  re- 
quest was  made  with  relet  ence  to  our  border  diffi- 
culties, and  some  other  difficulties  which  might 
grow  out  of  them.  '  The  Secretary  of  War,  in  con- 
formity to  the  duty  imposed  on  bim  by  that  resolu- 
tion, reported  a  plan  of  reorganization.  It  was 
submitted  to  Congress,  and  differed  but  little  from 
the  plan  submitted  to  Congress  by  General  Kn^x, 
In  General  Washington's  administration,  was* 
passed  by  Congress,  and  approved  by  General 
Washington,  and  is  now  a  law,  and  has  been,  from 
that  time  to  this.  In  whatever  Mr.  Poinbf  tt\s  plan 
differed  from  the  present  law,  (hat  difference  made 
his  plan  less  exceptionable?  Comment  on  Mr. 
Poinsett's  plan  is  unnecessary  with  those  who  deal 
in  justice  and  truth.  But  comment  on  it  with 
those  who  deal  in  falsehood  and  slander  would 
be  worse  than  idle.  It  is  sufficient  to  say 
that  the  measure  never  was  acted  on  by  Congress. 
It  never  was,  presented  to  tbe  President  officially, 
nor  did  he  sanction  it;  but,  on  the  contrary,  disap- 


proved of  some  of  its  provisions,  and  pronounced 
others  unconstitutional.  But  Hill  that  plan,uroueh 
the  whole  canvass,  was  urged  upon  tbe  people  by 
the  political  demagogues  and  the  Btnk  pensioned 
presses,  as  "Mr.  Van  Bursa's  ttandmg  arm*;"  t 
thing  which  had  no  existence;  a  thing  that  vis 
among  the  thing?  that  never  were.  Bat  it  vis 
urged,  too,  that  the  object  in  taking  the  census  tad 
the  statistics,  was  to  ascertain  the  number  of  mea 
the  country  could  furnish  to  the  constant  supply  of 
that  army,  and  the  amount  of  property  which  ootid 
be  taxed  for  its  support,  when  the  records  show  ike 
fact,  that  the  resolution  which  provided  for  takinf 
the  statistics,  was  introduced  by  a  Whig  member 
[Rice  Gab  land,]  the  object  of  which  was  to  fur- 
nish data  and  useful  information  as  to  the  worth 
of  the  nation,  without  reference  to  the  subject,  or 
thought,  of  taxation.  I  believe  every  member  of 
the  House  supported  that  resolution.  And  this  is 
briefly  th?  story  of  Mr.  Van  Burento  standing  irmy 
of  200,000  men.  I  only  name  the  subject  to  in- 
vite those  who  may  have  been  influenced  by  that 
charge  upon  the  Administration,  to  examine  the 
charge  and  see  how  basely  they  have  been 
imposed  upm.  But  how  ungrateful  and  un- 
kind was  it  to  charge  Mr.  Van  Buren  with 
an  intention  to  everihrow  the  liberties  of  the 
country  and  establish  a  military  despotism. 
Of  all  men,  we  have  the  least  to  fear  from  him. 
He  has  been  tried,  and  he  baa  been  found  true 
and  faithful.  Tbe  whole  history  of  his  life,  civil, 
political,  and  official,  constitutes  the  surest  guar- 
antee of  his  attachments  to,  and  his  support  of,  free 
institutions  and  Republican  principles.  But  if  any 
thing  more  were  wanted,  we  have  it  in  the  fact 
that  Congress,  at  tbe  close  of  the  long  session, 
25  h  Congress,  with  a  view  to  defend  our  Maine 
boundary,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  die  President 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  authority  to  raise  fifty 
thousand  volunteers.  That  was  putting  the  sword 
and  tbe  purse  truly  hi  the  bands  of  the  President. 
Well,  how  did  he  use  this  tremendous  military  en- 
gine,  thus  surrendered  to  hi  ml  Did  he  wield  the 
purse  and  tbe  sword  to  the  overthrow  of  oar  Ik- 
publican  institution*?  Did  he  organize  a  standing 
army,  or  did  he  establish  a  military  despotism? 
No;  he  did  neither  of  them.  What  did  be  dd 
Why,  by  his  diplomacy,  and  his  skill  in  inlernt- 
tirnal  laws,  he  so  far  succeeded  in  compromising 
tbe  border  difficulty,  as  to  make  military  force  on- 
necessary.  And  when  Congress  assembled,  be 
banded  back  the  purse  and  the  sword  to  the  peo- 
ple's Representatives,  with  his  hands  as  unpolluted, 
and  the  sword  as  unstained  with  human  blood,  as 
were  the  hands  and  sword  of  General  Harrisoa, 
when  he  threw  down  his  commission  in  the  midst 
of  the  last  war,  and  admonished  Congress,  in  a 
manner  which  bhould  be  remembered,  never  to  it- 
vest  the  Executive  with  such  power  again. 

So  much  for  the  circumstances  united  with  the 
factions  which  were  brought  lo  bear  lo  the  over- 
throw of  this  Administration.  I  could  name  others 
equally  unfounded  and  unjust,  but  I  nave  not 
time. 

Before  I  proceed,  permit  me  to  give  the  gentle- 
man on  my  right  some  notice. 

The  gentlmaa  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cow- 
ino]  the  other  day,  after  mourning  for  sometime, 
over  the  distressed  condition  of  our  poor  country 
and  the  wickedness  and  profl  gacy  of  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren'a  Aminist ration,  suddenly  turned  his  tune  and 
pronounced  a  eulogy  on  the  gallantry  of  General 
Harrison,  and  consoled  himself  and  his  friends, that 
"the  gallant  Harrison"  would  relieve  tbe  country. 
"The  gallant  Harrison**  would  secure  prosperity  to 
the  country.  "The  gallant  Harrison*  would  do 
this,  and  "the  gallant  Harrison"  would  do  that 
I  am  tired  and  sick  of  Tippecanoe  sonp,  tad  I 
would  like  to  kuow  what  difficulty  the  country  * 
in  that  General  Harrison's  gaUanHfjf  can  relieve 
it  from,  and  1  would  also  like  to  know  in  what  as 
gallantry  consi&ts.  Does  it  consist  in  his  having 
been  the  commander  at  the  massacre  of  Tippet** 
noe,  where  ten  or  twelve  hundred  men,  as  brave 
as  ever  defended  a  country  or  faced  tn  enemy- 
were  surprised  in  the  night  and  cne  huadffd 
and  eighty  cf  their  number  shwghtered  *■« 
wounded  by  four  or  five  hundred  Ina^ft* 
who,  after  performing  the  work  of  death  for  •** 
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than  two  boars,  retired  without  perhaps  the  loss  of 
ten  of  their  number?  Or  does  his  gallantry  consist 
ia  bis  having  ordered  the  really  gallant  Croghan  to 
barn  and  abandon  Fort  Stephenson,  bnt  which  order 
was  disobeyed,  and  thereby  one  of  (he  most  bril- 
liant victories  gained  over  the  enemy  in  defence  of 
the  fort  that  characterized  the  last  war?  Does  his 
gallantry  consist  in  his  haying  piled  up  the  public 
stores  and  provisions  on  a  frontier  border,  fur- 
nished at  vast  expense,  setting  fire  to  them, {and  re* 
treating  by  the  light?  Docs  his  gallantry  consist  in 
his  having  headed  the  infantry  at  the  battle  of  the 
Thames  a  mile  or  more  in  the  rear,  white  Colonel 
Dick  Johnson,  w*th  his  gallant  regiment,  was  in 
death  grapple  with  three  times  their  number,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  battle?  Or  does  bis 
gallantry  consist  in  his  having  thrown  down  his 
commission  in  the  middle  of  the  war,  when  all  was 
darkness,  doubt,  and  dangei? 

Sir,  you  may  dig  from  the  grave  the  withered 
carcass  of  a  General,  buried  for  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century;  you  wash  bis  lace,  comb  his  locks, 
dress  him  in  long  boots,  a  chapeau,  and  epaulets, 
and  plume  him  with  feathers,  and  a  black  cockade, 
but  you  cannot  make  a  military  chieftain  of  him, 
only  as  he  has  made  himself  so. 

Mr.  D.  was  here  called  to  order  by  several 
Whigs,  and  the  Chair  reminded  him  that  hi>  re- 
marks were  irrelevant.  Mr.  D.  said  he  was  aware 
of  mat  It  was  his  intention  to  be  out  of  order, 
and  he  was  pleased  that  he  had  been  called  to  order. 
He  was  desirous  of  knowing  whether  order  in  de. 
bate  was  uniform  here  or  not.  He  had  now  dis- 
covered that  order  drpended  mora  upon  the  party 
passions  and  capricious  feelings  of  members,  than 
upon  any  established  rules  of  order;  for,  said  Mr. 
D.  during  this  debate  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  been 
called  a  jackass,  and  his  cabinet  and  cabinet  officers 
knaves,  fools,  liars,  swindlers,  and  thieves,  but 
there  was  no  Whig  then  to  call  to  order;  it  was  all 
right,  all  fair,  and  all  in  order.  Now,  sir,  you  have 
my  apology  and  my  reason  for  departing  from  the 
rules  of  order,  and  I  wish  to  be  understood,  while  I 
have  a  seat  here,  I  will  meet  such  abuse  and  such 
slander  and  falsehood, in  a  manner  which  they  merit. 
But  f  muttered  some  Whig  member)  you  have  not 
long  to  be  here.  Yes,  said  Mr.  D.  I  will  be  here 
again.  On  the  first  Monday  of  December  a  year, 
it  not  sooner,  I  will  make  my  entrance  at  that 
door.  The  Democracy  of  Old  Hamilton  will  send 
me,  or  if  not  me,  they  will  send  a  better  man, 
who  will  as  fearlessly  defend  the  Democracy 
aad  th  eir  principles.  1  was  not  defeated  by 
voters.  I  was  defeated  by  "pipe  layers."  No 
Democrat,  who  is  the  selected  candidate  of  the 
Denocracyof  Old  Hamilton,  can  be  defeated  by 
honest  aad  legal  voting. 

Now,  sir,  I  will  proceed  in  order. 

Bel,  on  motion,  the  committee  rose,  and  the 
House  adjournf d  at  4  o'clock. 

Tuesday — The  House  met,  and  went  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Dohcan  proceeded:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire 
to  new  blaze  the  landmarks  which  do  now,  and 
ever  have  divided  ihe  two  great  parties — I  mean 
the  Federal  and  the  Democratic  parties,  for  there 
are  no  other  names  by  which  they  have  or  by 
which  they  should  be  known — and  I  will  be  justi- 
fied in  this  by  ihc  fact  that  it  is  every  c'ay's  prac* 
lice  for  the  Federalists  of  this  House  to  call  them- 
selves J'fftrson  Dcm9crats!  Why,  sir,  they  profane 
the  name,  and  slander  the  memory  of  Jefferson.  I 
wilt  prove  (his  by  documents  which  are  as  (roe  as 
Holy  Writ.  In  ihe  days,  and  in  the  political  life  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  the  measures  and  principles 
which  divided  the  two  parties  were  the  frame  ibat 
now  divide  them.  The  Federalists  then  were  in  fa- 
vor of  a  great  National  Bank,  and  the  Democracy 
were  opposed  to  such  an  institution  The  Federal- 
ists were  in  favor  of  a  national  debt,  and  an  uore- 
straincd  credit  eyMetn;  the  Democracy  were  op- 
posed to  both.  The  Federalists  were  in  fa- 
vor  of  an  extravagant  system  o(  internal  im- 
provements by  the  General  Government,  ihc 
Democracy  were  opposed  to  Mich  a  *yMtra  of 
policy,  as  incompatible  with  the  purposes  for  which 
the  General  Government  was  formed.  The  Fede- 
ralists were  in  favor  of  assuming  and  fun  Hog  the 
State  debt*;  the  Democracy  were  opposed  to  such 


a  policy.  The  Federalists  were  in  favor  of  a  high 
protective  tariff;  and  the  Democracy  were  op- 
posed to  any  other  tariff  than  what  was  necessary 
to  secure  the  requisite  revenue  for  the  support  of 
the  Government  and  for  national  defence.  The 
two  parties,  I  repeat,  stand,  on  all  these  measures, 
now,  precisely  as  they  then  did;  and,  although  the 
Federal  party  came  into  power  on  no  avowed  prin- 
ciples, and  pledged  to  the  support  of  no  measure, 
they  had  eot  assembled  here  three  days  until  they 
showed  the  cloven  Federal  foot  as  broad  as  ever  it 
was  been.  Ail  the  Federal  measures  which  I  have 
named,  and  some  that  I  have  not,  have  been  boldly 
advocated  on  this  fk  or  b/  every  Federalist  who  has 
spoken  ibis  winter. 

I  now  ask  your  attention  while  I  read  some  of 
the  opinions  of  Thomas  Jefferson  on  those  mea- 
sures which  I  have  enumerated — which  I  say  now 
divide  the  two  ponies— and  we  will  see  what  ap- 
proximation the  modern  Whig  principles  make  to- 
wards the  standard  of  Jefferson  Democracy.  And 
first  as  to  the  system  and  policy  of  internal  im- 
provements by  the  General  Government.  While  a 
member  of  the  United  States  Senate,  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren introduced  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

Resolved^  That  Congress  does  not  possess  ihe  power  to  make 
roads  or  canals  within  the  respective  States." 

This  resolution  was  introduced,  in  1825,  when 
the  Federal  party  had  the  ascendency  in  Congress, 
and  in  the  Eexecntive  Department,  and  when 
Federalism  was  making  fearful  tt rides  towards 
consolidation,  and  the  establishment  of  Federal 
measures  and  Federal  institutions.  Mr.  Jefferson, 
ia  a  letter  to  Mr.  C.  W.  Gooch,  says: 

Monticbllo,  January  9th,  1836. 
Dbab  Sib:  I  hare  duly  received  your  favor  of  ftecember  31, 
and  fear  with  you  all  the  evils  which  ihe  present  lowering  as- 
pect of  our  political  horizon  so  ominously  portends.  That  at 
some  future  day,  which  I  hoped  to  be  very  distant,  the  free  prin- 
ciples of  our  Government  might  change  with  the  change  of  cir- 
cumstances, was  to  be  expected.  But  I  certainly  did  not  expect 
that  they  would  not  over  live  the  generation  which  established 
them,  and  what  t  still  less  expected  was,  that  my  faverite  West- 
ern country  was  to  be  made  the  instrument  of  change,  lhad 
ever  fondly  cherished  the  interests  ol  that  country,  relying  on 
ft  as  a  barrier  against  the  degeneracy  of  public  opinion  from 
our  original  and  free  principles.  But  the  bail  of  local  i  nicrests 
artfully  prepared  for  their  palates,  has  decoyed  them  from  their 
kindred  attachments  to  alliances  alien  to  them.  Yet,  although 
I  have  little  hope  that  the  torrent  of  consolidation  can  be  with- 
stood, I  should  not  be  for  giving  op  the  ship  without  efforts  to 
save  her.  She  lived  well  through  the  first  squall,  and  may  wea- 
ther the  present  one.  But,  dear  sir,  I  am  not  the  champion  call- 
ed for  by  the  present  dangers.  "  *  *  *  1  will,  however, 
say  one  word  on  the  subject.  The  South  Carolina  resolutions 
and  Mr.  Van  Buren 's  motion  show  that  other  Slates  are  coming 
forward  on  the  jubject,  and  better  for  any  to  take  the  lead  than 
Virginia.  We  shall  see  what  our  co  Stales  propose,  and  before 
the  "close  of  the  session  we  may  shape  our  own  course  more  un- 
derstandingly.  THUS.  JEFFERSON. 

In  this  communication,  Mr.  Jefferson  writes  ex- 
pressly with  reference  to  the  Federal  schemes  of 
internal  improvement  by  the  Federal  Government, 
as  well  as  the  unconstitutionality  of  providing  the 
mrans  for  &och  purposes.  He  deprecates  the  de- 
lusive baits  held  out  to  the  Stales,  and  denounces 
the  whole  as  a  departure  from  Republican  princi- 
ples, and  the  purposes  for  which  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment was  established. 

In  relation  to  a  National  Bank  and  and  an  Inde- 
pendent Treasury,  he  nays  in  a  letter  lo-Albert  Gal- 
latin— (Jefferson's  works,  vol.  4,  page  12.) 

From  a  passage  in  the  letter  of  the  President,  I  observe  an 
it  leu  of  establishing  a  branch  baokof  Ihe  United  States  in  New 
Orleans.  This  institution  is  one  of  the  most  deadly  hostility 
existing  against  the  principles  ami  form  of  our  Constitution. 
The  nation  is  at  this  tunc  so  stiong  and  united  in  its  sentiments, 
that  it  cannot  be  taken  at  this  moment.  But  suppose  a  scries 
of  untoward  events  should  occur,  sufficient  to  bring  into  doubt 
the  competency  of  a  Republican  Government  to  meet  a  crises  of 
grent  danger,  or  to  unhinge  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the 
public  functionaries,  an  institution  like  this,  penetrating  by  its 
branches  every  part  of  the  Union,  acting  by  command,  and  in 
phalanx,  may,  in  a  critical  moment,  upset  the  Government,  I 
deem  no  Government  wife  which  is  under  the  vassalage  of  any 
self-constituted  aiuhoritic^or  anv  other  authority  thsnihat  ofiho 
nation,  or  its  regular  functionaries.  What  an  obstruction  could 
not  this  bank  will)  all  its  branch  bank*  be  in  lime  of  war?  It 
might  dictate  to  us  the  peace  we  should  accept,  or  withdraw  its 
aide.  Ought  wu  then  to  give  furthci  growth  lo  an  institution 
so  powerlul,  so  hostili'?  Thut  it  is  so  hostile  we  know,  Mist  from 
a  knewlcilsc  ol  tha  principles  of  the  persons  composing  the  body 
of  directors  in  every  bank,  principal  or  branch,  and  those  of 
most  of  the  stockholders :  second,  from  their  opposition 
to  the  measures  and  principles  of  the  Government,  ana  to  the 
election  of  those  friendly  to  them,  and  3d,  from  the  sentiments 
of  the  newspaper* they  support.  Now,  while  we  are  strong, 
St  is  the  greatest  duty  wc  owe  lo  tho  safety  of  our  Constitution 
lo  bring  this  powerful  enemy  lo  a  perfect  subordination  under 
its  authorities:  the  first  measure  would  be  to  reduce  them  to  an 
equal  footing  only  with  other  banks  as  to  the  favors  of  tho  Go- 
vernment. 'But  in  order  to  be  able  to  meet  a  general  combina- 


tion of  the  banks  against  us  in  a  critical  emergency,  could  we 
not  make  a  beginning  towards  an  independent  use  of  our  own 
money— towards  holding  our  own  bank  in  all  the  depositee 
where  itis  received,  and  letting  the  treasurer  give  his  draft  or 
note  for  payment  at  any  particular  place,  which,  in  a  woll  con- 
ducted Government,  ought  to  have  as  much  credit  as  any  pri- 
vate draft,  or  bank  note,  or  bill,  and  would  give  us  the  same  fa- 


cilities which  we  derive  from  the  banks?  I  pray  you  to  torn 
this  subject  in  your  mind,  and  give  ii  the  benefit  of  your  know, 
ledge  of  details;  whereas  1  have  only  very  general  views  on  the 


subject. 

Affectionate  salutations. 

Washington,  December  13, 1808. 

In  this  communication  Mr.  Jefferson  speaks  in 
th*  language  of  prophecy.  He  anticipated  the 
difficulties  which  we  have  witnessed,  and  are 
now  witnessing,  not  only  in  relation  to  banks,  bnt 
of  corporations  in  general.  And  his  objections 
did  not  more  exist  upon  the  grounds  of  policy,  than 
upontbe  unconstitutionality  of  all  corporations, 
but  more  especially  that  of  a  National  Bank.  I 
have  not  lime  to  refer  to  all  his  arguments 
against  a  National  Bank;  nor  is  it  necessary.  I 
will,  however,  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  one  more  pas- 
sage, which  is  found  in  bis  Ana.  Jefferson's  Works, 
vol.  4,  pages  523-7.    The  Clerk  read. 

I  regret  that  the  length  of  this  expose  will  pie- 
vent  me  from  making  it  a  part  of  my  printed  re- 
marks, I  hope  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  it 
is  his  cabinet  opinion  against  the  eonsiintionatity 
of  a  National  BaBk.  His  arguments  are  conclu- 
sive and  irresistible.  I  wish  every  man  in  this 
Union  could  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  opi- 
nion; he  would  cease  to  be  a  bank  man,  or  wilful- 
ly violate  the  Constitution. 

Air.  Jefferson  was  oppose  to  a  national  debt,  pa- 
per currency,  str  ck jobbing  interests,  qnd  assump- 
tion of  States.  He  looked  upon  them  all  as  cor- 
rupting in  their  tendencies,  and  destructive  in  their 
effects,  both  in  a  private  and  political  sense. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  the  "Life  of  Jefferson."  Vol. 
1,  page  388-9,  in  a  conversation  with  General 
Washington,  he  says,  among  other  things: 

"That  the  two  great  complaints  were,  that  the  national  debt 
was  unnecessarily  increased,  and  that  it  furnished  the  means  of 
corrupting  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  as  it  was  notorious 
to  all  that  there  was  a  considerable  squadron  in  both  branches 
whose  votes  were  devoted  te  the  paper  and  stockjobbing  inte- 
rests: that  on  examining  their  votes  they  would  be  found  in  fa- 
vor of  every  Treasury  measure;  and  as  most  of  those  measures 
had  been  cairied  by  small  majorities,  they  had  been  carried  by 
those  very  votes;  that,  therefore,  it  was  just  cause  of  uneasiness 
when  we  thus  saw  members  legislating  for  their  own  interests 
in  opposition  to  those  of  the  people." 

On  page  355,  speaking  of  the  effect  of  the  rise 
of  bank  and  other  stock?,  produced  by  the  opera- 
tions of  the  United  S'.ales  Bank  and  its  paper  is- 
sues he  says: 

"This  sudden  influx  of  good  fortune  was  attended  with  its 
usual  abuse;  a  disposition  to  exchange  the  regular  pursuits  of 
industry  for  adventurous  traffic  and  whatever  business  held 
out  the  temptations  of  a  lottery  " 

Mr.  Jefferson  tells  Mr.  Gouverneur  Morris,  (same 
Page.) 

"Our  public  crodit  is  crond,  but  the  abundance  of  paper  has 
produced  a  spirit  of  gambling  in  the  funds,  which  has  laid  up 
our  ships  at  tho  wharves,  as  too  slow  instruments  ol  profit,  and 
has  even  disarmed  the  hand  of  the  tailor  of  his  needle  and 
thimble.  They  say  the  evil  will  euro  itself.  I  wish  it  may; 
but  1  have  rarely  seen  a  gamester  cured  even  by  the  disasters  of 
his  vocation.  i 

"  1  he  effect  of  the  speculations  in  tho  funds  on  the  habits  and 
character  of  Ihe  people,  especially  in  the  cities  and  towns,  was 
greater  than  can  well  be  imagined  by  one  who  was  not  an  eye 
witness." 

One  more  extract,  by  way  of  illustrating  the 
Federal  parly  in  1796,  7, 8,  which  1  think  will  su- 
persede any  description  of  them  at  this  time,  ex- 
cept by  comparison.  If  names  are  the  representa- 
tives of  things,  the  lerms  "Whig"  and  "Jefferson 
Democrats"  are  out  of  joint  and  out  of  time  and 
pU:ce,  when  applied  to  the  par'y  oppr^ed  to  the 
Democracy.  This  is  a  letter  which  1  rind  in  the 
first  volume  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  life,  page  518,  ad- 
dres<?cd  to  Mr  Ma  zee. 

"The  aspect  of  our  politics  has  wonderfully  changed  since 
you  leP  its,  April  21,  !796.  In  place  of  that  love  of  liberty  and 
republican  government  which  carried  us  triumphantly  through 
the  war,  an  Anglican-raonarchical-arwtocratical  party  hae 
sprung  up,  whose  avowed  object  it  is  to  draw  over  us  the  sub- 
stance, as  they  have  already  done  the  forms  of  ihe  British  Go- 
vernment. The  main  body  of  our  citizens,  however,  remain 
true  lo  ihcir  Republican  principles.  The  whole  landed  interest 
is  Republican,  nnd  so  is  the  great  mass  of  talents.  Against  us 
arc  the  Executive,  the  Judiciary,  and  two  out  of  three  brunches 
of  the  legislature;  all  (he  officers  of  the  Government,  all  who 
want  to  be  officers,  all  timid  men  who  prefer  the  calm  of  despo- 
tism to  the  boisterous  sea  of  liberty,  British  merchants,  and 
Americans  trading  on  British  capitalists,  speculators,  and 
holders  in  the  banks  and  public  funds.  A  contrivance  invented 
for  the  purposes  of  corruption,  and  for  assimilating  us  in  all 
things  to  the  rotten,  as  well  as  the  sound  parts  of  the  British 
model.  It  would  give  you  a  fever  were  1  to  name  to  you  the 
apostates  who  have  gone  over  to  these  heresies,  men  who  were 
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Sampsons  in  the  field,  and  8olomoM  in  the  cmincll,  but  who  hare 
had  their  heads  shorn  by  the  harlot  England.  In  short,  we  are 
likely  to  preserre  the  liberty  we  hare  obtained,  only  by  unre- 
mitting labors  and  peril.  But  we  shall  preserre  it,  and  our 
mass  of  weight  and  wealth  on  the  geed  side  is  so  grtatas  to 
leave  no  danger  that  force  will  ever  be  attempted  against  us. 
We  hare  only  to  wake  up  and  soap  the  Lilliputian  cords  with 
which  they  have  been  entangling  us  daring  the  first  sleep  which 
succeeded  our  labors." 

How,  Mr.  Chairman,  do  the  modern  Whig  prin- 
ciples measure  with  the  standards  of  JtfTeraon  Demo- 
cracy which  I  have  been  reading.  The  blush  of 
shame  should  mantle  the  face  of  him  who  would  call 
himself  a  Jeffersonian  Democrat,  when  at  the  same 
time  he  tramples  nnder  foot  the  principles  and  ad- 
monitions of  that  father  of  Democracy  and  patriot 
of  the  Revolution.  Did  Thomas  Jefferson  now 
live,  and  could  he  describe  the  Federal  party  of 
this  day  with  living  lips,  their  principles  and  their 
favorite  measures,  be  would  fail  to  give  a  better 
description  of  them  than  he  has  in  the  extracts 
which  I  bare  read. 

It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  Alexander  Hamilton, 
the  elder  Adams,  and  the  other  leaders  of  the  Fe- 
deral party  of  '98,  lhat  their  political  names  should 
be  preserved  by  those  who  make  their  principles 
their  rule  of  faith.  It  is  due  to  their  memories  that 
those  who  practise  the  doctrine*  of  their  school, 
should  maintain  the  name  that  represents  their 
doctrine*.  Federalists  should  be  called  Federal- 
ists. Every  thing  has  a  name,  and  every  thing 
should  be  called  by  its  name.  The  modern  Whig 
who  calls  himself  a  Jefferson  Democrat,  defames 
and  slanders  the  name  and  memory  of  Thomas 
Jefferson,  and  is  guilty  of  moral  depravity  and 
falsehood. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Thompson,]  in  the  commencement  of  his  speech, 
asserted  that  this  Administration,  from  its  com- 
mencement to  this  time,  had  declared  and  kept 
up  a  war  of  extermination  against  the  credit  and 
commerce  of  this  country,  and  lhat  one  blow  had 
succeeded  another  until  the  best  prospects  of  the 
country  have  been  prostrated. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  as- 
serted that  the  extra  session  (1837)  was  railed  to 
carry  out  the  Independent  Treasury  scheme, 

Every  Federalist  who  has  spoken  has  asserted 
lhat  it  is  the  withering  effect  of  the  Independent 
Treasury  that  has  blighted  and  prostraed  the 
country. 

All  those  charges  in  their  turn;  but  to  answer 
them  it  will  be  necessary  to  go  into  the  history .  of 
banking  and  the  Independent  Treasury,  so  far  as 
the  Government  is  or  has  been  concerned  or  con- 
nected therewith.  Be  the  Independent  Treasury 
good  or  bad  policy,  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  not  its  au- 
thor. His  credit  consists  in  recommending  its  re- 
vival by  law,  not  in  its  invention.  That  system 
has  its  root  in  the  Constitution.  The  framers  of 
the  Constitution  are  the  authors  of  it,  and  when 
gentlemen  are  denouncing  it  as  a  corrupt  measure, 
and  its  author  as  an  ambitious  aspirant  after  power, 
they  are  treading  upon  sacred  ground;  it  is  the  me- 
mories of  the  Revolutionaiy  patriots  that  they  are 
denouncing  and  slandering. 

The  patriots  of  the  Revolution  were  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution;  and  the  Constitution  expressly 
provides  lhat  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  except  by  appropriations  made  by  law. 
What  did  ihe  framers  mean  when  they  said  lhat 
no  money  shooU  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury? 
Did  they  not  mean  that  there  should  be  a  Treasury, 
and  that  the  pubic  money  thou  Id  be  kept  in  the 
Trea$ury;  and  lhat  it  should  be  drawn  out  only  as 
author  zed  by  law.  What  did  the  Iranicrs  of  tbe 
Constitution  mean  when  they  provided  that  no- 
thing should  constitute  a  lawful  tender  in  the  pay- 
ment of  a  debt  but  gold  or  silver?  Did  they  nit 
intend  that  gold  and  silver  should  const: tuie  cor 
national  currency;  and  ibat  the  money  which 
should  be  placed  in  tie  National  Treasury  should 
be  gold  and  silver!  Now,  sir,  what  is  tbe  Indepen- 
dent Treasury  measure,  and  what  its  obj  rcrt  It  is 
that  the  public  money  shall  be  collected  in  gold 
and  silver  and  kept  in  the  National  Ticasury,  and 
paid  out  for  public  purposes  as  appropriations  by 
Jaw  may  direct.  That  is  the  length  and  breath, 
the  depth  and  height  of  the  Independent  Trea- 
sury. The  patriots  of  the  Revolution,  and  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution,  were  (or  many  of 
*W)Uw  me»btr»  of  Congress  in  1789*   That 


Congress  passed  a  law  making  it  the  doty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  collect 
the  public  revenue  in  gold  or  silver,  and  making  it 
his  duty  to  keep  safe  the  public  revenue.  They 
also  prescribed  tbe  manner  and  mode  by  which  it 
shonld  be  kept  safe  until  it  should  be  paid  out  as 
appropriations  by  law  should  direct.  So  we  find 
the  Independent  Treasury  founded  in  tbe  Constitu- 
tion, and  practically  established  by  the  Congress  of 
1789,  long  before  Mr.  Van  Buren  bad  an  official 
existence.  When  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  established,  in  1792,  by  a  Federal  Congress,  on 
the  recommendation  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  and 
against  the  wish  and  efforts  of  the  entire  Demo- 
cracy in  and  out  of  Congress,  the  public  depo- 
sits were  made  in  that  Bank.  That  was  the  first 
innovation  upon  the  Independent  Treasury  princi- 
ple. That  was  tbe  operation  by  which  a  union  of 
Bank  and  State  was  effected— and  a  most  unhappy 
and  unfortunate  one  it  vas.  As  Mr.  Jefferson 
says,  that  union  continued  until  the  Bank  expired  by 
the  limitation  of  its  charter,  which  was  in  1811. 
Between  that  time  and  1816,  I  believe,  the  State 
banks  were  used  in  some  instances  as  depositories 
of  the  public  revenue.  And  an  unfortunate  con- 
nection lhat  was,  too;  for,  according  to  a  report  cf 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  House, 
in  1830,  the  Government  lost  about  thirty- four  mil- 
lions between  the  years  of  1814  and  1817.  But  ia 
1816  the  late  United  Stales  Bank  was  incorporated 
By  a  resolution  of  Congress,  it  was  made  the  doty 
of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  deposits  the 
revenue  ef  the  Government  in  that  Bank  and  its 
branches,  and  to  teeeive  its  notes  and  the  notes  of 
its  branches  in  liquidation  of  tbe  Government  re- 
venue; thus  giving  it  the  use  of  all  the  undrawn 
balances  of  the  people's  money,  and  a  credit  lo  its 
notes  far  and  wide  as  ike  Union,  and  far  and  wide 
as  the  credit  of  the  American  Government.  I  be- 
lieve the  average  amount,  at  all  limes  on  hand,  of 
undrawn  balances,  from  1816  until  1834,  the  time 
when  tbe  deposites  were  removed,  was  near  eight 
millions  of  dollars.  All  this  the  Bank  bad  the  use 
of  for  the  piliful  bonus  of  $1,500,000,  for  the  whole 
time — a  sum  insufficient  a*  a  bonus  for  the  use  of 
the  Government  credit  and  revenue  for  one  year. 
And  yet,  notwithstanding  all  these,  that  Bank  came 
near  breaking  in  less  than  two  years  after  its  esta- 
blishment. Nothing  but  the  timely  interference  of 
the  Government  ?aved  it  from  bankruptcy  and  ruin. 
It  brought  more  pecuniary  ruin  and  distress  on  this 
country  and  this  peop'e  than  all  the  calamities 
which  have  afflicted  os  either  by  our  own  folly  i  r 
the  visitations  of  Providence,  not  even  the  cholera 
excepted.  I  sp  ak  of  th<>  pecuniary  and  commer- 
cial calamities  of  1818,  '19,  '20,  and  '21. 

But  to  progress  with  the  Independent  Treasury 
system.  In  1834,  General  Jackson  recommended 
the  public  deposites  to  be  removed  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  branches,  and  made 
in  the  local  banks.  That  was  done,  not  be- 
cause Ihe  local  banks  were  favorite  institutions 
with  Gen.  Jackson  or  his  supporters,  but  because 
tbe  American  people  had  put  their' veto  on  the 
United  States  Bank.  They  had  said,  through  the 
ballot  boxes,  that  it  should  not  be  reehartered;  but 
because  the  commercial  and  trading  community 
we<e  in  the  use  of  the  public  depositee,  and  it 
would  have  produced  embarrassment  to  suddenly 
have  withdrawn  them,  Congress,  in  1836,  passed 
the  deposite  act,  c- infirm  in*  and  approving  the  or- 
der which  the  President  had  taken  on  the  deposites. 
By  that  act,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  re* 
quired  to  make  deposite  of  the  public  revenue  in  the 
specie  paying  banks,  and  to  receive  the  notes  of 
.^urh  hanks  in  discharge  of  the  public  revenue. 
Thereby  the  It  cal  banks,  which  were  selected  as 
depositories  enjoyed  the  same  advantages  which 
the  United  States  Bank  and  branches  had;  and  all 
the  banks  were  benefited  that  had  the  name  of  pay- 
ing specie  for  their  noie<;  for  the  fact  that  their 
no.es  were  received  in  payment  of  the  revenue, 
gave  them  a  credit  and  a  circulation  coextensive 
and  wide  as  the  Union.  What  was  the  result  of 
the  deposite  connection  with  the  local  banks?  Pre- 
cisely what  it  had  been  with  the  Bank  of  the 
Uni'ed  States  and  its  branches— over  banking,  over- 
trading, stockjobbing,  and  universal  panic,  dis- 
tress, rain,   god    ft   prostration   of   commerce 


and  credit.  Now  be  it  remembered  that  Mr.  Vat 
Buren  was  installed  into  office  on  the  4th of  liana, 
1837,  and  on  the  10  h  of  May,  in  that  year,  toe 
banks  suspended  payment;  jest  one  month  aadfii 
days  after  he  came  into  office.  Before  Mr.  Via 
Buren  performed  the  first  official  act  of  a  financial 
or  general  character,  all  tbe  calamity  which  we 
have  heard  so  frequently  and  so  pathetically  recked, 
was  brought  upon  the  country  by  the  action  of  the 
banks,  withoat  the  agency  of  Mr.  Van  Barm  or 
his  administration,  or  the  time  or  the  power  to 
C  >ntrol  the  banks.  How  do  these  facts  measure 
with  the  broad  charge  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  viz:  that  "this  Administration,  from  the 
first  day  of  its  existence  to  this  ume,  declared,  and 
has  kept  up,  a  war  of  extermination  against  to 
credit  and  commerce  of  the  country."  When  this 
Administration  came  into  power,  we  owed  a  com- 
mercial debt  of  upwards  of  sixty  million  of  dol- 
lars. Commerce  was  suspended,  and  credit  us 
destroyed.  The  banks  had  suspended,  and  tin 
Treasury  was  without  an  available  dollar.  And  watt 
has  been  the  result?  Why,  under  this  A4miai*nv 
tioo,  our  commercial  debt  has  been  paid— com- 
merce has  revived— credit  is  fast  resioriag-end 
the  banks  have  resumed  payment.  The  gentlemen  u 
welcome  to  all  the  credit  he  may  gain  with  the  can- 
did, honest  and  intelligent  part  of  the  commasirr 
by  such  charges. 

What  was  the  condition  of  the  country  and  me 
Government  when  the  banks  suspended  specie 
payments?  A  credite  system  had  been  introdaeed 
by  tbe  bank  and  deposite  system,  by  which  almost 
all  who  traded,  and  all  who  bought  and  sold, 
traded,  bought,  and  sold  on  credit  The  Govern- 
ment revenue  was  in  the  banks.  I  ask,  then,  whit 
was  the  condition  of  the  country  and  the  Govern- 
ment? The  people  were  all  indebted  lo  each 
other,  and  hardly  a  constitutional  dollar  to  pay  i 
debt  with.  Tne  debtor  was  at  the  mercy  of  his 
creditor,  to  be  dealt  with  as  his  avarice  might  es- 
tate. The  people*  pockets  were  filled  with  the 
ragged  promises  of  the  banks,  and  tbe  jrtW  and 
silver  of  the  country  locked  up  in  their  vaamv 
Bat  what  was  the  condition  of  your  Gorernmenrt 
When  the  banks  suspended,  I  say  the  Govern- 
ment revenue  was  in  their  possession.  Your  Go- 
vernment was  without  a  dollar.  Your  Federal 
jadiciary  was  spread  over  the  Union  dispensing 
justice  with  not  a  dollar  to  pay  them  with.  Year 
army  was  spread  along  your  frontier  defending 
vour  country,  and  not  a  dollar  to  sustain  it  with. 
Your  foreign  ministry  were  representing  yoa  in 
every  civ.lized  court  known,  and  not  a  dollar  to 
pay  them  with.  Your  navy  was  displaying 
her  canvass  upon  every  sea,  every  bay, 
and  every  ocean  where  you  had.  commerce 
to  defend,  and  not  a  dollar  to  support  her  titt. 
Not  a  dollar  with  which  to  pay  your  Executive^' 
cers  in  the  various  Departments  here  or  elsewhere, 
commerce  at  the  time  suspended,  and  the  chaaaeb 
of  revenue  stoppe  1.  What  was  to  be  done?  Ww 
was  left  for  ihe  Eiecutive  to  do?  Why,  ;'«*  wait 
he  did  do.  He  called  Congress  together,  to  fcvi* 
ways  and  means  by  which  the  Government  shoiw 
coniinue  to  perform  its  functions,  or,  to  q*e*e0J" 
mon  phrase,  "to  furniah  Treasury  oil  tor  me 
wheels  of  Government »  That  meetiag J"0**: 
gress  was  the  extra  session.  I  ask  the  M*d^*J! 
the  honest  man  how  it  could  have  been  wj™*1} 
Ann  yet  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  owjj 
boldly  asserts  here,  and  to  the  country,  •'™Jjj* 
extra  se.<sion  was  called  to  carry  out  ihe  »°*j]*' 
dent  Treasury  scheme."  Such  an  assertion «HM 
rewardei  with  the  contempt  and  derision  ot every 
honest  man,  when  the  history  of  this  Admiauua- 
tion  shall  be  fairly  presented  to  the  country. 

The  Independent  Treasury  system  was  rente* 
by  the  act  of  bank  suspension,  and  brought  iaio  raw 
force,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  1789,  m****^ 
vided  for  by  the  Constitution.  The  depoajea* « 
1836,  under  which  the  Secretary  of  t^T^"l 
acted,  in  making  the  local  banks  fiscal  HP*r 
the  Government,  required  the  Secretary  »  dep«w 
the  public  revenue  in  specie-paying  hanta;^ 
when  the  banks  suspended  specie  1*1*22 
there  were  no  "specie-paying  banks"  mJ2E 
he  could  make  depositee.  He  W«  .**££ 
driyen  to  the  doty  of  iwpioa;  safe  ibe  J»W» 
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moneys  as  the  act  of  1789  prtmded  (if  there  was  any 
to  keep  safe.)  The  dcposiic  act  of  1836  also  re- 
quired the  Secretary  to  collect  the  revenue  in  the 
notes  of  specie  paying  banks  but  when  ibe  banks 
suspended  specie  payments  there  were  no  "specie 
paying  bank*;"  the  Secretary  was  therefore  compel- 
led to  collect  the  revenue  in  gold  and  silver  as  the 
act  of  1789  required.  So  we  see  the  whole  policy, 
and  ail  the  principles  of  the  Independent  Treasury 
were  revived  by  the  act  of  the  banks,  which  is  to 
collect  the  Government  revenue  in  the  currency 
provided  for  by  ihe  Constitution,  and  to  keep  .<afe 
the  public  moneys  until  appropriations  by  law  *hail 
disburse  them. 

But  what  Uu'h  is  there  in  the  assertion  made 
here  by  every  Federalist  that  speaks:  "Thai  it  is 
the  withering  effect  of  the  Independent  Treasury 
that  has  prostrated  the  credir,  the  energies,  and  the 
commerce  of  the  country?"  Let  the  disasters  of 
May,  1837,  answer.  Wben  the  banks  were  in  pos- 
session of  the  public  revenue,  and  were  in  its  daily 
use,  and  wben  possessed  of  the  cr*f  Jit,  ihe  vast  and 
unlimited  credit  of  the  Federal  Government,  they 
could  not  maintain  themselves^ — they  suspended, 
and  ihexeby  brought  upon  the  country  all  the  disas- 
ters and  calamities  of  which  gentlemen  sing  so 
piteously.  So  far  from  the  Independent  Treasury 
paralyzing  the  energies  of  the  country,  under  tint 
system,  1  repeat,  that  ihe  country  has  been  relieved 
from  the  embarrassments  which  never  would  have 
existed  had  the  Independent  Treasury  been  in  fdrce. ' 

But  it  is  cow  time  for  me  to  illustrate  the  opera- 
tions by  which  the  union  of  the  Government  with 
the  basks  produced  the  pecuniary  and  commer- 
cial embarrassments  that  have  periodically  afflicted 
the  people  of  this  country.  Ooe  of  the  conditions 
of  that  union  has  been  the  use  of  the  public  money 
to  bank  upon,  and  the  credit  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment to  the  amount  of  the  revenue  given  to 
the  paper  promises  of  the  bank3.  The  basks  dis- 
counted upon  the  public  deposit es,  as  did  they  on 
general  depotites  made  by  individuals,  as  well  as 
on  the  capital  paid  in.  Tnat  made  paper  "money 
plentyf 'and  its  receptirn  in  the  [collection  of  the  re- 
venue gave  any  quantity  of  it  which  was  issued  cre- 
dit,without  doubt, or  limit,  and  individual  credit  ran 
port  posit  with  the  quantity  of  paper  currency. 
Bank  paper  and  credit  were  more  abundant  than 
the  commerce  and  products  of  the  country  re- 
quired. 

The  facility  with  which  credit  and  bank  piper 
was  obtained,  encouraged  a  wild  rage  for  specula- 
tion among  individuals,  as  well  as  a  m  ild  rage  for 
internal  improvements  by  the  States.  Speculating 
in  trade,  and  gambling  in  Sate  and  bank  stocks 
were  the  orders  of  the  day.  A  general  system  of 
plunder  and  spoil?,  extravagance  and  dissipation, 
supplanted  industry,  economy,  and  sobriety.  It 
was  all  a  system  of  plunder,  and  every  man,  not 
governed  by  better  motives,  put  in  for  a  share  of 
it,  and  dashed  headlong  like  the  reckless  adventu- 
rer, regardless  of  consequences  or  "the  day  of  set- 
tlement." 

Such  was  the  almost  universal  rush  into  trade 
and  speculation,  stockjobbing,  aed  bankirg,  that  in 
the  language  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  the  tailor  was 
disarmed  (tof  his  needle  and  thimble;'*  the  anvil 
was  deserted,  the  plane  and  the  hammer  dropped 
from  the  carpenter's  hand,  the  shuttle  ceased  to 
fly,  and  the  "plough  was  left  to  rust  in  the  half 
finished  furrow." 

The  redundancy  of  paper  money  raised  the  pric* 
of  produce  so  far  above  its  intrinsic  value,  that  it 
would  not  bear  exportation  to  foreign  market;, 
where  produce  bore  a  price  corre»pondnt  with  a 
sound  and  uniform  currency.  It  would  not  sell  in 
a  loreign  market  for  what  it  cost  the  trader  here. 
Again,  the  quantity  of  produce  of  the  country  was 
diminished,  in  conrequvnee  of  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  producers  who  were  withdrawn 
front  the  productive  pursuits  of  life  to  be- 
come speculators;  and  the  price  of  produce  was 
raised  still  higher  above  its  value  by  competition 
between  the  individuals  composing  the  swarms  of 
speculators,  so  that  your  produce  was  diminished  in 
quantity,  until  you  had  but  little  to  export,  and 
what  you  had,  I  say  would  not  bear  exportation. 
What  was  the  consequence?  Why,  exportation 
in  a  measure  ceased.    Importations  went  on.  The 


Atlantic  was  whitened  wiih  the  sails  of  importing 
vessels,  but  exporting  vessels  were  ftw  and  far  be- 
tween. What  was  the  effect  of  all  this?  It  was 
to  turn  the  balance  of  trade  arainst  us.  What 
faithei?  It  was  to  bring  upon  us  a  commercial  debt 
of  1  believe  over  sixty  millions  of  dollars;  and  the 
time  arrived  in  the  course  of  trade,  when  that  debt 
must  be  paid;  and  how  was  it  to  be  pa«d?  You  had 
no  produce  or  articles  of  commerce  with  which  to  . 
pay  it;  or  if  you  had,  they  bore  so  high  a  price  that 
they  would  not  bear  exportation;  but  (he  debt  must 
be  paid.  Again,  what  had  you  to  pay  it  win.  Your 
rarged  bank  promises  would  not  pay  it.  As  I  have 
said  at  other  times  and  places,  yjou  could  not  get  a 
dinner  or  a  drink  of  grog  in  a  hot  day  with  a  com- 
mon basket  of  such  rags  in  a  foreign  country. 
How  then  was  the  debt  to  be  paid?  It  was  to  be 
paid  in  that  which  all  nations  regard  as  the  only 
legitimate  and  natural  currency  ever  known  since 
Joseph  was  sold  to  the  I^hmaelitcs  for.twenty  pieces 
of  silver.  That  was  the  currency,  or  what  is  is 
equivalent,  and  what  the  modern  Whigs  deriding 
and  sneeringly  call  the  "Tom  Benton  humbug;"  I 
mean  the  yellow  boys.  The  gold  and  silver  was 
all  that  you  could  pay  that  debt  wiih.  So  the 
foreign  manufacturer,  capitalist,  and  merchant, 
called  upon  the  importing  merchant  for  gold  and 
silver;  the  imponir.g  merchant  called  upon  the 
wholesale  seaport  merchant  to  whom  he  bad  sold 
on  credit,  (tor  all  this  was  the  result  of  the  glorious 
credit  system,)  for  gold  and  silver;  and  the  whole- 
sale seaport  merchant  called  upon  the  country  re- 
tail merchant  for  po'.d  and  silver;  and  the  country 
retail  merchant  called  upon  his  customers,  the 
people,  for  gold  and  silver;  and  the  pee  pie  gaiheied 
together  their  lazaroni  ra?  bank  promises  and 
called  upon  the  banks  for  gold  and  wlver;  and  the 
banks,  unable  to  stand  the  shock,  shut  down 
their  trap-doors,  and  that  was  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments.  This,  sir,  describes  lb'*  circle 
of  the  bank  and  credit  operations  which  brought 
all  the  distress  we  have  experienced  in  1837  and 
*ince.  It  results  from  the  same  operations  which 
produced  the  distress  and  ruin  of  1818,  1819,  and 
1820.  It  is  a  principle  in  politics  and  government, 
as  well  as  in  logic,  philosophy,  and  ethics,  that  like 
causes  produce  like  effects;  and  whenever  the  In- 
dependent Treasury  is  repealed*  and  the  Govern- 
ment and  banks  unite  J,  the  deposites  put  into  the 
banks  to  bank  upon,  and  their  notes  received  in 
liquidation  of  the  Government  revenue,  I  care 
not  whether  the  union  he  with  the  local  banks  or  a 
National  Bank  and  branches,  the  result  will  be  the 
same  as  it  has  been;  for,  in  less  than  two  years 
from  the  commencement  of  such  a  union  and  such 
a  use  of  the  public  money,  we  will  have  another 
bank  bubble  explosion,  and  all  the  pecuniary  afflic- 
tions and  commercial  disasters  which  we  have  here- 
tofore experienced.  The  Federal  party  promised 
relief  to  the  people,  if  they  would  change  the  Ad- 
ministration. If  that  relief  is  to  be  attempted  by 
repealing  the  Independent  Treasury,  and  making 
banks  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government,  and 
thereby  make  paper  currency  plenty  by  banking 
upon  the  revenue,  I  would  like  to  have  it  in  my 
power  to  admonish  every  Democrat  in  ih'"s  Union, 
in  peals  louder  than  thunder,  to  be  on  the  look  out 
for  the  day  of  evil.  I  would  admonish  him  to 
avoid  the  snare  and  the  mire  which  will  entargle 
and  swamp  thousands  in  irretrievable  disaster  and 
ruin. 

I  would  advise  him,  toe,  if  he  shall  be  compelled 
to  take  for  his  labor  and  his  honest  products  the  rag 
promises  of  the  banks,  not  to  let  the  sacred  day  of 
rest  pass  over  without  converting  tbem  into  cash,  if 
the  speed  of  a  race  home  will  carry  him  to  the 
counter  on  Saturday  evening,  where  promise  of  re- 
demption is  to  be  found.  A  Democratic  Ad  mini s- 
tiation  has  been  overthrown  by  foreign  and  domes- 
tic banking  and  stock- jobbing  influences,  but  if 
every  Democrat  is  true  to  himself  and  his  princi- 
ples, every  bank  in  the  United  Stntes  can  be  wound 
up  in  six  months,  and  ihe  Federal  Administration 
overthrown,  for  it  has  no  foundation  but  fraud, 
falsehood,  and  rotten  borough  corporations  to  stand 
upon.  Such  an  Administration,  composed  of  such 
factions,  bound  trgether  by  no  lies  but  hostility  to 
Democratic  principles,  and  at  this  moment  wrang- 
ling with  each  other,  and  threatening  a  blow  up, 


before  they  have  come  together,  cannot  stand;  it 
will  crumble,  and  mingle  with  the  rottenness  upon 
which  it  stands.  Firmness  to  your  principles,  and 
union  of  your  party,  Democrats,  is  all  that  is  want- 
ing to  restore  the  Government,  your  party,  and  our 
free  institutions.    Fear  not — be  firm. 

I  repeat,  that  this  Administration  has  been. over- 
thrown on  no  principle.  The  Federal  party  came 
into  power  upon  no  principle  or  pledge  of  measures. 
They  came  into  power  singing 

"Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too.'1 
And  now,  tir,  as  I  before  said,  they  are  flocking 
from  the  bead  waters  of  "Salt  river,"  as  poor  and 
cadaverous  as  if  they  hzd  lived  on  locusts  and  coon 
skins  during  the  forty  years  of  their  political  ba- 
nishment. The  motley  groups  of  spoils  hunters 
who  are  now  besetting  this  city  remind  one  of  the  re- 
turn of  the  Persian  troops  from  the  Scythian  expe- 
dition, whom  hollow  hunger  and  pelting  storms 
had  deprived  of  the  countenance  and  walk  of  men. 
Why,  sir,  when  the  gathering  shall  be  complete, 
there  will  be  two  thousand  for  every  office  there 
will  be  to  fill,  after  every  Democrat  is  reformed. 
Every  applicant  will  demand  spoils.  Every  man 
will  have  made  himself  poor  and  bankrupt  by  his 
expenditures  in  overthrowing  this  "wicked  and  pro- 
fligate Administration!1'  Erery  man,  too,  will 
have  a  wife  and  nine  small,  hungry,  ragged  chil- 
dren, and  one  at  the  breast.  Sir,  feeling  myself  un- 
able to  give  a  suitable  and  proper  description  of  this 
lazaroni  gathering  in  prose,  I  called  upon  my  poet, 
as  usual  in  such  cases,  and  he  has  furnished  me 
with: 

THE  GATHERING,  MARCH  4th,  1841. 
With  crooked  chin  and  jotting  heel, 

Comes  cringing  Abolition, 
Wiih  blue  light  Federalist,  born  to  peal 

The  glories  of  sedition. 
The  paper  kine,  and  all  his  spawn, 

The  t,oap- locks  and  the  dandies, 
The  pipe  men  and  the  men  ofRhawn, 

Stockjobbers  and  the  grandees, 
Anil  tariff"  men,  who  strive  lo  get 

A  duty  for  protection 
To  pay  their  pockets  back  the  debt 

Occasioned  by  election. 
A  noble  band,  that  hand  in  hand, 

Have  pipeuin  many  places; 
Around  the  dreadful  hero'  stand, 

But  scare  him  with  their  feces. 
And  while  they  chant  his  simple  lay, 

They  hold  their  ready  dishes, 
For  seven  principles  hare  they; 
Five  loaves  and  two  small  fishes ! 
My  poet  has  done  justice,  in  bis  description  of 
the  hungry  pilgrims  of  ''Salt  river."    I  hare  said 
the  Federal istg  came  into  power  singing, 
"What  has  caused  this  great  commotion, 
Motion,  motion} 
Our  country  through? 
It  is  the  ball  a  rolling  on 
For  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too." 
Tlvy  will  go  out  of  power  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1845,  s.nging  a  different  tune,  to  a  different  song. 
My  poet,  who  you  see  is  admirable  at  description, 
says  they  will  take  up  their  line  of  march  for  the 
bead  waters  of  "Sail  river,"  lo  the  tune  of  "Row, 
brothers,  row,19  and  ihe  song  of, 

With  broken  hearts  op  Federal  bands 
In  shallops  move  to  barren  sands. 
Boon  as  the  rVestern  star  grows  dim 
We'll  sing  at  St.  James  our  parting  hymn. 
Row,  brothers,  row,  the  stream  runs  fast, 
Salt  river  is  near  and  our  glory 's  past 
Steady !  our  shallop  will  run  aground; 
Hoarsely  the  ripple  is  heard  around. 
Listen  I  out  fuglemen  raise  a  sohg, 
And  the  burden  Is  "Joscy,  oh  Jim  along." 
Row,  brothers,  row.  the  stream  runs  fast. 
Clay,  Webster  and  Tip  are  veto'd  at  last. 
Money  is  gone,  and  our  bills  ere  due. 
Credit,  dear  credit,  where  are  you? 
Loafers  and  pipers  no  mine  we'll  dine 
On  bacon  boiled  in  Champagne  wine. 
Row,  brothers,  row,  the  tin  am  runs  fast, 
Corn  bread  and  hard  cider  are  all  our  repast! 
Swiftly  we  near  the  arid  shore, 
Puffing  and  tugging  the  heavy  oar; 
Sadly  we  sit  on  our  threadbare  cloth, 
Fishing  for  meat  in  our  coonskin  broth. 
Row.  brothers,  row,  the  stream  runs  fast, 
The  humbug  of  log  cabin  is  all  gone  past. 
Merry  we've  been  in  days  gone  by- 
Pleasure  has  beamed  from  our  lordly  eye; 
But  thankless  ere  they  o'er  whom  we've  rata', 
We've  been  shipp'd  or  by  those  we've  foot'd. 
Rest,  brothers,  rest,  the  distance  is  past, 
Salt  river  is  sained,  and  our  shallop  'sfasL 
Here,  where  the  carrion  crow  ne'er  flies, 
Where  want  grows  poor  and  famine  dies, 
We'll  eat  our  shadows,  and  blow  away, 
Like  mists  that  hang  on  the  mountain  gray. 
Die,  brothers,  die,  our  day  is  past, 
Bali  river  will  murmur  u.ur  dirge  at  last, 
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Mr.  Chairman,  the  Democracy  have  been  charg-  u 
ed  with  attempting  to  destroy  the  banks,  and  over- 
throw credit  That  charge  is  without  the  least  foun- 
dation in  truth.  I  defy  any  man  to  point  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Democracy,  which  will  justify  such  a 
charge.  True,  the  Democracy  regret  that  the  bank- 
ing system,  on  its  present  plan,  was  ever  intro- 
duced; and  there  is  no  man,  who  is  not  a  bank 
knave  or  a  bank  vassal,  who  makes  himself  ac- 
quainted with  the  bank  statistics  of  this  country, 
and  the  stupendous  frauds  which  the  banks  have 
practised  upon  the  Government  and  the  people, 
who  will  not  regret  that  there  ever  was  a  Baok  es- 
tablished in  the  country.  But  the  evil  is  here;  and 
it  has  interwoven  itself  with  our  institutions,  com- 
merce, and  credit,  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  De- 
mocracy are  compelled  to  look  upon  it  for  ths  pre- 
sent as  a  necessary  evil,  and  to  content  themselves 
with  attempts  to  reform  it.  I  have  been  engaged 
for  some  time  examining  bank  documents  and  bank 
statistics  with  laborious  attention;  and  here  is  the 
result  of  my  labors  in  a  table,  on  this  small  piece  of 
paper.  Here  is  a  table,  disclosing,  in  a  compressed 
manner,  the  frauds,  and  public  and  private  losses 
by  banks,  that  must  astonish  all  who  may  read  it. 
I  have  the  document*  and  statistics  which  prove 
every  word  of  it.  I  have  stated  that  the  Ommit- 
teeof  Ways  and  Means  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives reported,  April  13th,  1830,  the  Govern- 
ment to  have  lost  by  the  local  banks  bet  we  n 
1814  and  1817,  #34,000,000  or  $35,000,000. 

That  report  was  made  by  a  committee,  a  majori- 
ty of  which  was  in  favor  of  the  recharter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  was  intended  to  il- 
lustrate the  necessity  of  recbarterirg  that  institu- 
tion. It  is  a  Federal  expose,  and  ought  to  be  good 
against  that  party  and  the  banks,  but  I  believe  it  is 
an  exaggerated  estimate,  and  as  it  is  troth  I  was 
after  in  my  research,  I  have  not  relied  on  it. 

Now  for  my  table.  Here  it  is.  It  U  short,  and 
consists  in  generals  and  round  numbers  not  in  de- 
tails and  fractions.  The  number  of  bank  failures 
in  this  country  since  1789,  is  febout  four  hundred. 
The  losses  by  and  through  banks  that  have  failed 
since  1789,  on  their  capital,  circulation,  deposes, 
and  bank  balances,  are  about  -  #80,000,000 

Losses  on  depreciation  of  bank  notes 
on  banks  which  have  from  time  to  . 
time  suspended  specie  payments     .  100,000,000 
I  and  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  Doc  No.  10,  made  to 
the  House  last  session  in  conformity 
with  a  call  for  that  purpose,  that  the 
Government  lost  by  the  banks,  be- 
tween 1814  and  1817,  in  principal .      8,000,000 
In'erest  from  that  time  to  this  .      8,000,000 

Losses  on  deposites{in  banks,  and  ba- 
lances due  from  banks  which  have 
suspended,  about    .  .  .    50,000,000 

Tbese  last  losses  were  effected  by  the 
reception  of  depreciated  paper  from 
banks    which    suspended  specie  pay- 
ments, in  lieu  of  gold  and  silver,  or  its 
equivalent,  which  had  been  deposited; 
for  it  is  a  part  of  the  system  of  bank 
suspensions  to  pay  nothing  but  tank 
notes  on  deposits,   however   depre- 
ciated they  may  be. 
Loss  to  the  Government  in  expenses 
by  the  extra  session,  occasioned  by 
the  general  bank  suspension  in  1837, 
and  other  additional  expenses  and 
losses  in  settling  with  the  banks      .         300,000 

The  aggregate  amount  of  which  is  #246,300  000 
These,  sir,  are  the  stupendous  losses  and  frauds 
which  this  people  and  thi*  Government  have  suffer- 
ed by  the  present  banking  system — loss-s  and 
frauds  which  have  brought  periodical  ruin  upon 
this  country,  embarrassment  upon  the  Government, 
and  sunk  hundreds  and  thousands  iuto  poverty  and 
the  grave.  It  is  this  system  of  banking  that  the 
Democracy  are  exerting  themselves  to  reform. 
But  the  pecuniary  embarrassment*  and  losses  to 
the  Government  and  the  people  are  the  smaller 
evils  which  this  system  is  working.  The  effect 
upon  our  political  insiitutions  and  individual  poli- 
tical rights  is  a  thousand  times  more  to  be  depre- 
cated and  feared. 


Let  us  briefly  examine  the  subject — and  I  have 
but  lime  to  glance  at  it.  And  first  let  me  remaik 
on  a  truth  well  known,  which  is,  that  all  the 
wealth,  comfort,  and  temporal  happiness  we  enjoy 
in  this  country,  is  dug  in  toil  and  sweat  from  the 
ground.  The  earth  is  the  source  of  our  snpport. 
The  farmer  and  the  mechanic  are  the  operators 
to  whom  the  country  and  the  Government  must 
look  for  support  in  peace  and  war.  There  must 
be  so  much  labor  done  to  furnish  the  means  of 
support;  and  any  system  of  policy  which  may  be 
introduced,  that  will  enable  a  portion  of  the  com- 
munity to  live  witnout  labor,  must  throjv  upon  the 
balance  not  so  favored,  a  greater  proportion  of  la- 
bor and  resposibility.  So,  too,  in  the  establish- 
ment of  institutions,  which  bestow  exclusive  pri- 
vileges and  exemptions  upon  a  portion  of  the  com- 
munity, must  deprive  the  balance,  not  so  favore  1, 
of  a  pan  of  their  privileges,  which  the  principles 
of  political  equality  entitle  them  to. 

What  is  it  that  induces  an  association  of  indi- 
viduals to  petition  a  Legislature  for  a  bank  char- 
ter? It  is  to  secure  to  themselves,  in  an  aggre- 
gate or  corporate  capacity,  a  legal  right  to  exer- 
cise powers  and  privileges  which  the  principles  of 
our  Government  prevent  them  from  exercising  in 
their  individual  capacity.  Here  then  is  an  object 
and  a  design  in  the  beginning,  odious  and  anti-Re- 
publican, and  at  war  with  every  principle  of  equal 
rights.  What  are  the  privileges  and  powers  wheh 
have  been  bestowed  on  associated  applicants  for 
bank  charters?  After  they  have  been  incorporated 
by  the  provisions  oi  their  charter,  they  have  been 
privileged  to  subscribe  stock.  Having  subscribed 
slock,  it  became  the  legal  duty  to  pay  it  it  When  a 
requiMte  amount  of  stock  has  been  subscribed  and 
paid  in,  by  the  present  system  of  banking  the  asso- 
ciation have  the  right  to  issue  three  times  the 
amount  of  paper  promises  that  there  is  capital 
paid  in. .  That  is,  they  have  the  right  to  lend  three 
dollars  in  their  paper  promises  for  every  dollar 
in  mency  they  have,  and  receive  sir  per  cent,  inte- 
rest on  every  dollar  so  issued.  We  the  Demo- 
cracy think  it  is  unfair  and  unjust,  that  one  part  of 
the  communiiy  should  receive  interest  on  their  pa- 
per promises  to  pay,  while  all  ethers  not  so  fa  • 
vored,  have  to  pay  interest  on  their  debt*.  We, 
also,  think  it  unfair,  unjust,  and  inequitable,  that  an 
association  of  rich  and  moneyed  men  shonld  be 
permitted  by  law  to  receive  eighteen  p^r  cent,  upon 
every  dollar  that  they  own,  while  the  laboring  me- 
chanic, and  the  farmer,  in  his  individual  capacity, 
can  receive  but  six  percent,  for  a  dollar  that  he 
may  have  to  lend,  over  and  abc  ve  what  may  be 
necessary  for  his  maintenance  and  that  of  his 
family;  (if  he  has  a  family,  and  if  he  has  not,  he 
ought  to  have  one.) 

Without  further  illustration,  it  is  seen  that  the 
present  banking  system  is  calculated  in  its  very 
nature  and  privileges  to  make  the  rich  richer,  and 
the  poor  poorer.  It  at  once  creates  two  orders  of 
socieiy;  a  privileged  order,  and  an  oppres  ed  order, 
and  it  provides  the  means  to  maintain  and  support 
the  former,  while  the  same  means  sink  and  oppress 
the  latter. 

But  the  members  of  this  bank  association  are  ex- 
empt, by  thrir  charter,  from  individual  liability  for 
the  debts  of  their  corporation.  The  bank  may  divide 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  among  its  stock- 
holders, and  it  may  fail  for  the  amount  so  divided, 
and  the  individual  community  may  held  its  rag 
promises  to  the  amount  of  its  failure,  and  yet  not  a 
do'lar  can  he  collected  from  those  who  have  re- 
ceived the  value  of  its  promises.  Nothing  can  be 
collected  from  a  bank,  except  corporate  property 
can  be  found;  and  this  is  one  of  the  dangerous, 
fraudulent,  and  unjust  principles  connected  with 
the  present  banking  system.  The  bank  stoekholder 
may  possess  himself,  by  his  bank  advantages  and 
privileges,  of  a  princely  estate;  he  may  live  in  a  p.i- 
lace,  tread  a  Turkey  carpet,  drink  the  richest  wine 
from  goblets  of  gold,  eat  the  fattest  beef,  toll  through 
your  streets  in  a  giWed  carriage-and-four,  with  his 
liveried  out-riders,  and  transmit  pecuniary  inde- 
pendence to  his  children,  while  the  bank  from 
*hich  he  ha*  drawn  his  wealth  and  splendor  may 
owe  every  dollar  to  the  community  which  has  been 
divided  to  him  and  his  incorporated  associates.  He 
may  look  with  contempt  on  all  below  him  in 


wealth,  when  the  frauds  that  made  him  affluent 
made  them  poor.  This  is  no  supposition 
or  fancy  sketch;  it  is  all  truth,  and  thousands  who 
may  read  me,  and  thousands  who  may  not,  have 
experienced  its  sad  realities. 

Bat  further.    Those  bank  lenders  are  money 
borrowers.    I  have  stated  they  have  the  power  to 
manufacture  three  times  as  much  paper  money  a« 
they  have  silver  money  in  their  vaults,  and  then 
they  have  power  to  borrow  it  themselves.   They 
not  only  m.nopolize  by  their  charter  the  preroga- 
tive of  manufacturing  money,  but  they  monopolize 
its  loan.    This  is  in  violation  of  the  principles  upon 
which  a  bank  charter  is  granted,  if  I  have  any 
knowledge  of  the  intention  of  Legislatures.   No 
one  will  contend  that  a  bank  charter  is  bestowed 
for  the  benefit  exclusively  of  those  who  constitute 
the  members  of  the  corporation.    It  is  the  public 
advantage  that  is  looked  to,  but  that  object  is  de- 
feated by  the  bank  stockholders,  director?,  presi- 
dents, and  cashiers,being  the  borrowers  themselves. 
Now  let  us  briefly  present  the  evils  that  this  abase 
may  and  has  produced.    Banks  have  power  to  ex* 
pand  or  contract  their  hsoes  as  much  and  as  often 
as  they  please.    Suppote  that  the  pecuniary  infla- 
ence  of  a  local  bank  covers  one  hundred  miles 
square,  and  that  its  capital  paid  in  is  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.    On  that  capital  it  has  power  to 
i«sue  six  hundred  thousand  dollars.     Suppose  that 
its  paper  constitutes  the  principal  circulating  medi- 
um in  the  supposed  area.  That  the  price  of  every  ob- 
ject of  bargain  and  sale  is  regulated  by  the  quantity 
of  currency,  is  a  fact  well  known.    Then  this  bank 
would  have  power  to  raise  and  lower  the  price  of 
produce  of  every  description,  within  the  inflame* 
of  its  circulation.    Suppose  at  an  early  period  of 
the  season  .for  purchasing  produce  for  exportation, 
the  directors  and  stockholders,  in  place  of  lending 
money  to  others  to  purchase  produce  with,  mono- 
polize all  the  loans  the  bank  can  make  themselves, 
and  become  the  traders  and  purchasers  of  produce. 
All  this  the  owners  of  a  bank  can  do.    Bat  rap- 
'pose  before  they  enter  into  such  a  speculation,  the 
bank  calls  in  a  great  portion  of  its  paper,  and  ear- 
tails  its  issues  and  its  loans  to  all  but  its  directors, 
this  would  have  the  effect  to  reduce  the  price  of  pro- 
dace  in  proportion  to  the  curtailment  supposed. 
The  directors  would  then,  being  the  monopo'isers 
of  loans,  become  the  monopolzers  of  purchase*, 
with  money  of  their  own  manufactory,  and  at  their 
own  price.    It  may  be  said  that  traders  could  pro- 
cure  loans   from   other    banks;      Bat  perhaps 
not.      The   traders    and    their    securities   may 
not    be    known    to    other    directors  of  banks 
at    a    distance,  and    before    they  could   make 
themselves    known,    the    monopoly    would  be 
completed.      All    this    the    directors  of   banks 
can   do,    and  have  done;    and,  by    a  combina- 
tion of  bank  managers  for  such  a  purpose,  'be 
whole  trade  of  the  country  may  be  engulfed  and 
monopolized  by  bank  directors.    They  may*  or 
they  may  not,  take  in,  or  embrace,  the  stockaokten 
generally.    Then  the  banks  monopolize  the  minn- 
facturc  of  the  currency  of  the  country.   Their  di- 
rectors may  monopolize  the  loans  of  tha  money 
they  manufacture;  and  by  monopolizing  the  lotas, 
they  monopolize  the  trade  of  the  country.  Tbese 
are  evils  that  do  exist,  as  connected  with  tbepiwent 
banking  system.    They  are  evils  that  strike  at  the 
root  of  justice,  equality,  and  every  principle  of  indi- 
vidual rights,  anti-Republican  and  oppressive  in 
their  character,  which  must,  and  will  even'ually, 
overthrow  our  boasted  liberty,  and  sink  oar  free 
institutions. 

It  is  by  such  a  system  of  monopoly,  as  well  of 
bank  privileges  and  unequal  credit  as  of  political 
privileges  and  distinctions,  which  have  made  two 
hundred  and  seventy  thousand  of  England's  sub- 
jects rich  noblemen  and  haughty  aristocrats,  bat 
have  reduced  and  ground  down  twenty-six  millions 
of  her  subjects  to  poverty  and  the  dust,  and  made 
one-sixth  part  of  the  whole  population  paupers  and 
beggars.  That  system  of  monopoly  is  now  un- 
dermining our  Government,  sapping  ourBepubhj* 
can  institutions,  and,  I  repeat,  will  eventually  sin* 
and  subveit  our  boasted  liberty. 

These  are  the  evils  of  whieh  the  Democrat* 
complain;  and  it  is  the  correction  of  these  ef* 
that  the  Democracy  mean  by  bank  reform.    u 
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banks  must  exist,  we  desire  to  have  them  placed 
upon  the  same  footing  with  other  insulations  in  the 
coon  try.  If  money  lenders  mast  be  incorporated,  we 
desire  to  see  ihem  deprived  of  the  power  of  mon<  po- 
lizing  the  loans  of  the  money  of  their  own  man  ti fac- 
toring, for sn rely  incorporated  money  lenders  shonld 
not,  or  need  not,  be  nv.mcy  borrowers.  If  the  rich 
mast  be  incorporated  as  money  lenders,  we  desire 
to  see  them  deprived  of  the  power  to  receive  three 
times  as  much  interest  on  their  capital  as  the  poor 
can  receive.  And  last,  if  banks  must  be  incorpo- 
rated, we  desire  to  see  their  stockholder*  held  and 
made  liable- for  their  debts  as  other  individuals  are, 
lha  the  laborer  who  is  compelled  to  take  their  pro- 
mises for  his  wotk,  may  have  a  right  of  aetion  and 
pro  cess  of  law  to  recover  the  amount  of  that  pro- 
mise in  the  currency  which  (he  Constitution  gua- 
ranties to  him.  Thr*,  I  repeat,  is  what  ihe  D?mo- 
tracy  mean  by  bank  reform.  Is  there  any  thing 
wrong  in  it?  Is  there  any  thing  in  it  that  any  man 
would  not  approbate  who  looks  to  his  own  and  the 
best  interests  of  bis  country?  Is  there  any  thing  in 
it  that  any  man  but  a  bank  knave  or  a  bank  spaniel, 
withonta  son!  and  with  less  spirit  than  BaaJam's 
a<s,   would  deprecate? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  the  American  people 
could  have  heard  the  debate  on  this  bill.  I  wish 
they  conld  have  heard  the  high-toned  Federal  doc- 
trines which  have  been  boldly  advocated.  I  think 
it  would  h*ve  removed  the  scales  from  the  eyes  of 
all  who  are  not  in  wilfnl  Federal  and  party  blind- 
ness. Never  were  the  Federal  doctrines  in  the 
Administration  of  *98  more  boldly  asserted  than 
they  have  been  during  the  discussion  of  this  mea- 
sure. The  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  boldly  advocated — a  high  tariff  advocated 
with  equal  boldness — a  National  Bank— assump- 
ion  of  the  State  debts — and  an  extravagant  and 
reckless  system  of  internal  improvements  by  the 
General  Government,  are  now  urged  as  a  national 
policy;  and  it  is  claimed  that  this  Administration 
has  been  overthrown  by  the  people  in  oider 
that  these  Federal  measures  may  be  carried  out. 
Had  such  declarations  been  made  before  the  elec- 
tors, the  result  would  have  been  different,  we  all 
know.  These  measures  are  all  of  a  character,  and 
all  lead  to  one  object  and  one  great  and  fatal  politi- 
cal result,  which  it  has  been  the  cardinal  object  of 
Federalism  to  secure,  viz:  subjection  and  d<{ 
pendence  of  the  States  and  consolidated  power  of 
the  Federal  Government.  I  have  no  time  now  to 
discuss  those  measures  separately,  and  if  I  bad,  I 
do  not  know  that  I  would  do  it.  The  American 
people  understand  them;  they  have  repeatedly  de- 
nounced them  through  the  ballot  box,  and  they  will 
again  do  it  when  they  are  called  upon. 

What  object  can  the  people  have  :n  submitting 
to  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands, 
when  they  know  that  that  distribution  must  dimi- 
nish the  Government  revenue,  and  that  diminution 
mast  be  supplied  either  by  direct  taxation  or  an  in- 
crease of  duties  on  imports,  which  they  will  have 
to  pay,  and  which  will  be  no  more  nor  less  than  a 
tax,  with  the  additional  expenses,  both  in  the  distri- 
bution and  the  collection?  What  object  can  the 
people  have  in  a  high  tariff,  when  all  the  additional 
revenue  arising  from  it  most  come  out  of  their 
pockets,  together  with  the  expenses  of  managing 
?ueh  a  tariff.  What  object  can  the  people  have  in 
permitting  or  wishing  the  Federal  Government  to 
carry  on  an  extravagant  system  of  internal  im- 
provements, when  every  dollar  that  is  expended 
most  come  out  of  their  pockets?  Why  not  leave  it 
with  the  State?,  whose  legitimate  light  it  is  and 
who  do,  and  can,  conduct  improvements  more  than 
fifty  per  cvnt.  cheaper  than  can  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, and  who  know  best  the  character  of 
improvements  they  «ant?  What  object  can  the 
people  have  in  an  assumption  of  the  Sute  dcb;s  by 
ihe  General  Govern  mrnt,  when  those  debts  must 
be  paid  by  mean*  drawn  from  their  pr.ckci<,  and  at 
an  expense  in  the  management  of  the  trust  vastly 
greater  than  if  the  States  managed  it  themtelvea? 
What  object  can  the  people  have  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  National  Bank  whbh  they  have  seen, 
more  than  once,  shake  this  Union  to  its  foundation, 
and  bring  blight  and  ruin  upon  them,  and  embar- 
rassment upon  the  Government?  An  institution 
or  the  establishment  of  which  no  object  can  be  an- 


swered but  to  engender  a  system  of  swindling,  a 
spirit  of  stockjobbing  and  gambling,  and  to  provide 
the  means  for  thousands  to  live  without  labor,  »n 
the  industry  of  others.  I  make  these  inquiries 
merely  with  reference  to  the  policy  and  pecuniary 
economy  e»f  these  measures.  I  have  no  time  to  dis- 
cuss their  unconstitutionality  and  their  subverting  • 
effects  and  subjugating  tendencies.  I  can  only  say 
that  the  exercise  of  all,  or  any  of  them,  except  so 
far  as  the  support  of  the  Government  for  national 
defence  is  concerned,  is  a  departure  from  the  origi- 
nal otji»ci  uf  the  Federal  Government,  and  calcu- 
Jatf  d  to  subvert  those  institutions  which  it  was  csj 
lablished  to  protect. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  could  mak*  an  appeal  to  the 
American  Democracy  which  every  one  conlJ  hear, 
or  every  one  could  read,  that  appeal  would  be  to 
stand  to  their  principles,  and  the  measures  which 
tbey  have  ever  supported.  I  wish  I  could  point 
them  to  the  tottering  condition  at  this  moment  of 
the  triumphant  party.  I  believe  they  would  see 
and  feel,  as  I  do,  a  confidence  in  its  downfall  and 
final  overthrow  within  the  term  of  its  political  pow- 
er. All  the  Democracy  have  to  do  is  to  be  firm 
and  united— firm  as  to  principle,  and  united  as  to 
men,  aud  their  triumph  will  be  certain.  If  they 
will  once  more  give  the  vote  that  they  gave  last 
fall,  Federalism  will  be  routed,  horse,  foot,  and 
dragoons;  for  such  a  combination  of  factions  aod 
circumstances  never  can  again  be  arrayed  against 
i hem.  Thousands  of  those  who  have  been  misled, 
will  visit  with  vengeance  those  who  have  deceived 
them;  and  the  ten  thousand  falsehood?,  slanders, 
corruptions,  briberies,  and  frauds,  by  which  the 
Federalists  have  gained  power,  will  b?  made 
to  recoil  upon  their  heads  with  fearful  judg- 
ments. I  would,  then,  say  to  the  Democra- 
cy, as  they  value  the  principles  and  measures 
which  they  have  ever  considered  sacred,  and 
which  they  have  so  long,  so  manfully,  and  so 
successfully  maintained  aeainst  the  combined  pow- 
ers, factions,  wealth,  and  influence,  of  Federalism, 
Stand  to  your  principles,  and  be  united.  I  would 
say  to  i hem,  as  they  fear  and  dread,  with  patriotic 
horror,  the  successful  efforts  of  Federalism  and 
the  fatal  effects  of  a  political  combination  of  a  do- 
mestic and  foreign  moneyed  bank  aristocracy,  or- 
ganized and  drilled,  and  clothed  with  powers  and 
exclusive  privileges,  which  now  give  them  "a 
power  behind  the  throne  greater  than  the  throne 
itself."  I  say,  as  tbey  fear  and  abhor  these,  I 
would  appeal  to  them  to  stand  to  their  principles, 
be  united,  be  vigilant,  and  triumph  will  be  theirs. 
If  the  Federal  factions  should  hint  to  ether,  and 
survive  the  commc  lion  in  their  ranks  that  now 
shakes  and  threatens  them  with  dissolution,  the  first 
Congressional  elections  will  give  them  an  earth- 
quake shake,  and  the  elections  of  1844  will  secure 
their  overthrow  more  complete  and  fatal  than  the 
Babylonian  fall.  Once  more  I  sat  to  the  Demo- 
cracy, be  united  and  firm,  and  triumph  will  be 
yours. 


When  Mr.  Duncan  had  finished  his  remarks, 
he  read  from  the  Intelligencer  the  following,  as  re- 
ported in  that  paper: 

"Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  submitted  the  Chair 
whether  it  was  in  order  lor  an  individual  to  charge 
General  Harrison  with  cowaidice,  who  bad  him- 
self been  branded  as  a  coward  on  this  floot?n 

This  paper  was  put  in  his  hand  a  moment  before 
he  commenced  speaking.  He  had  deferred  saying 
any  thing  on  the  subject  until  he  should  finish  his 
remarks,  expecting  that  some  denial  would  be 
made,  or  some  correction  of  the  report  oidered. 
But  that  not  beiriff  done,  he  denounced  its  author 
(pointing  to  Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,)  a  base  liar, 
a  coniemptib'e  puppy,  a  scoundrel,  and  an  infamous 
coward.  Now,  sir,  J^td  Mr.  D.  I  heard  no  part 
of  the  n? alter  so  reported,  as  applied  to  myself;  and 
I  ask  the  chairman,  who  was  nearer  lo  Mr.  Juhn- 
son  whether  or  not  hs  heard  the  member  so  ex- 
press himself. 

The  chairman  [Mr.  Campbell]  responded  that 
he  heard  no  such  remark. 

Then,  said  Mr.  D.  if  saidat  all  it  must  have 
been  muttered,  and  not  intended  to  be  heard. 

Mr.   JonNsoN  rose  and  said  he  was  correctly 


reported  that  he  had  made  the  memark,  and  justi- 
fied it.  He  read  a  part  of  a  speech  which  purported 
to  have  been  delivered  in  support  of  the  resolution 
whxh  had  been  introduced  to  expel  Mr.  D.  for 
the  publication  of  certain  letters,  posting  certain 
members  therein  named.  Mr.  J.  made  some  other 
remarks  in  justification. 

Mr.  Duncan  said  that  resolution  and  its  sup- 
port was  founded  in  base  cowardice.  It  was 
manufactured  as  he  was  informed,  and  had  rea- 
son to  believe,  in  a  caucus;  and  the  object  was  to 
relieve  the  members  posted  in  the  said  letters  from 
disgrace,  which  they  had  not  the  courage  to  re- 
lieve themselves  from.  When  the  resolution  was 
introduced,  in  was  intimated  that  the  publication 
of  these  letters  was  postponed  until  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law  against  dueling.  As  soon  as  that 
intimation  was  uttered,  Mr.  D.  said  he  pronounced 
the  man  who  imputed  such  a  motive  to  bird,  a  base 
scound rel  and  a  liar.  The  member  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Menifee]  intimated  the  same;  be,  too,  said 
Mr.  D.  I  pointed  out  instantly,  and  pronounced  a 
contemptible  rcoundre),  and  told  him  that  the 
duelling  law  only  operated  over  ten  miles  square; 
and  in  ten  oi  twelve  short  days  we  would  be  out 
of  these? ten  miles  square,  and  any  gentleman  who 
felt  himself  aggrieved,  might  call  on  him:  he 
should  be  met,  and  have  such  redress  as  he  might 
have  ihe  courage  to  ask.  Mr.  D.  disclaimed 
having  charged  General  Harrison  with  cowardice, 
in  any  remark  be  had  made;  he  had  presented  no 
(act  or  statement  but  what  the  political  history  of 
the  country  and  of  the  last  war  warranted  and  su$- 
ta'ned.  Those  who  heard  him,  and  those  who 
might  read  him,  could  draw  their  own  conclusions. 
And  to  conclude,  once  for  all,  said  Mr.  D.  I  repeat 
and  fix  upon  the  member  [Mr.  Johnson]  the  charge 
I  made  upon  him.  He  is  welcome  to  make  the 
best  of  it. 

Thursday— When  the  House  went  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  DUNCAN  rose  and 
a»ked  permission  to  make  a  remark  or  two  per- 
sonal to  himself.  Leave  bemg  given,  he  said  that 
it  was  with  some  astonishment  that  he  had  seen  a 
report  of  some,  remarks  of  the  member  from  Mary- 
land, [W.  C.  Johnson]  in  the  Intelligencer,  deny- 
ing the  charges  that  be,  Mr.  Duncan,  had  made 
upon  Mr.  Johnson  on  Tuesday  last.  I  will  read, 
said  Mr.  D.  the  report  as  it  is  in  the  Globe.  It  is 
as  follows: 

♦'When  Mr.  Duncan  had  finished  his  remarks'' 
he  read  from  the  Intelligencer  the  following,  as  re- 
ported in  that  paper: 

♦Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  submitted  to  the  Chair 
whether  it  was  in  order  for  an  individual  to  charge 
General  Harrison  with  cowardice,  who  had 
hims»If  teen  branded  as  a  coward  on  this 
floor?1 

"This  paper  was  put  in  his  hand  a  moment  before 
he  commenced  speaking.  He  had  deferred  saving 
any  thing  on  the  subject  nnil  he  should  finish 
his  remark*,  expecting  that  some  denial  would 
fo  made,  or  some  correction  of  the  report  ordered. 
But  that  not  being  done.be  denounced  its  author 
(pointing  to  Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,)  a  base  liar, 
a  contemptible  puppy,  a  tcoundrel,  and  an  infamous 
eownd.  'Now,  Mr,  said  Mr.  D.  I  heard  no  part 
o'  the  mi  tier  so  reported,  as  applied  to  myself;  and 
I  ask  the  chairman,  who  was  nearer  to  Mr.  John- 
son, whether  or  not  he  heard  the  member  so  express 
himselt? 

'  Thf*  chairman  [Mr.  Campbell]  responded  that 
he  h^ard  no  such  renwk. 

(iTben,  said  Mr.  I),  it  said  at  all  it  must 
have  rxen  muttered,  and  not  intended  to  be 
heard. 

"Mr.  Johnson  rose  and  said  he  was  correctly 
repoifd.  He  had  made  the  remark,  and  justi- 
fied it.  He  read  a  part  of  a  speech  which  pur- 
port -d  to  have  been  delivrrrd  in  support  of  the  re- 
solution which  ha  I  been  introduced  to  expel  Mr. 
D.  for  the  publication  of  certain  letters,  porting 
certain  members  therein  named.  Mr.  J.  made 
some  other  remarks  in  justification. 

"Mr.  Duncan  said  that  resolution  and  its  sup- 
port was  founded  in  baia  cowaidice.  It  was 
manufactured,  as  he  was  informed,  and  bad  rea- 
?on  to  believe,  in  a  caucus;  and  the  object  was  to 
relieve  the  members  posted  in  the  said  letters  from 
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disgrace,  which  they  had  not  tho  courage  to  relieve 
themselves  from.  When  the  resolution  was  in- 
troduced, it  was  intimated  that  the  publication  of 
these  letters  was  postponed  no  til  after  the  passage 
of  the  law  against  dueling.  As  soon  as  that  in- 
timation was  ottered,  Mr.  D.  said  he  pronounced 
the  man  who  imputed  such  a  motive  to  him,  a  base 
scoundrel  and  a  liar.  The  member  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Mkjufii]  intimated  the  same;  he, 
too,  said  Mr.  D.  I  pointed  out  instantly,  and  pro- 
nounced a  contemptible  scoundrel,  and  told  him 
that  the  dueling  law  only  operated  over  ten 
miles  square;  and  in  tenor  twelve  *>hort  days  we 
would,  be  out  of  these  ten  miles  square,  and  any 
gentleman  who  felt  himself  aggrieved,  might  call 
on  him:  be  should  be  met,  and  have  such  redress 
as  he  might  have  the  courage  to  ask.  Mr.  D. 
disclaimed  having  charged  General  Harrison  with 
cowardice,  in  any  remark  he  had  made;  he  had 
presented  no  fact  or  statement  but  what  the  politi- 
cal history  of  the  country  and  of  the  ia.*t  war  war- 
ranted and  sustained.  Tnose  who  heard  him,  and 
those  who  might  r*ad  him,  could  draw  their  own 
conclusions.  And  to  conclude,  once  for  all,  said 
Mr.  D.  I  repeat  and  fix  upon  the  member  [Mr 
Johnson]  the  charge  I  made  upon  him.  He  is 
welcome  to  make  the  best  of  it."  * 

.  The  member  from  Maryland  denies  that  the 
words  in  italics  were  uttered  by  me.  I  say  they 
were  as  reported,  word  for  word,  and  din  cted  in 
the  member's  face,  not  in  a  cowardly  muter,  bat 
in  peals  that  filled  this  ball  to  its  remotest  corner'. 
And  1  now  endorse  the  above  report,  and  reiterate 
what  I  then  said,  and  pronounce  the  member  now, 
as  I  did  then,  and  as  1  can  do  at  any  time  or  place, 
a  base  liar,  a  contemptible  puppy,  a  scoundrel,  and 
an  infamous  coward.  I  hope  I  am  now  heard,  and 
I  am  prepared  to  prove  that  I  so  denounced  the 
member  on  last  Tuesday,  as  reported;  and  I  have 
now  to  add  that  his  sneaking  and  pitiful  effort  to 
change  the  issue,  and  shift  the  responsibility,  by  a 
contemptible  quibble  and  a  barefaced  falsehood, 
sinks  him  still  lower  in  my  estimation.  This  he 
bav  done  by  denying  the  correct Les?  of  the  report. 

Here  is  the  report  of  the  Intelligencer,  which 
would  surely  do  him  no  injustice,  in  which  the 
Globe  is  sustained  in  all  that  is  essential,  so  far  as 
he  was  denounced. 

"Now  (proceeded  Mr.  D.)  I  never  heard  this  re- 
mark made  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Johnson]  It  was  not  addressed  to  me  nor  to 
tie  Chairman  of  the  commit'ee  in  such  a  way  as 
to  fee  beard.  And  I  was  astonubed  when  it  was 
put  into  my  bands;  and  if  I  had  had  lime  for  reflec- 
tion, I  would  have  contradicted  it  through  some 
o:her  medium.  I  say  I  did  not  hear  the  remark; 
and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  the  man 
who  uttered  it  is  guilty  of  a  base  falsehood,  and  is 
himself  a  liar.  And  I  call  opon  the  Chairman  of 
the  committee  to  say  whether  such  language  was 
used  in  his  hearing. 

"When  called  upon  by  Mr.  Duncan— 

"Mr.  Campbell  of  South  Carolina  rose  and  said: 
I  take  upon  m 7  self  to  say  that  1  heard  no  such  ex- 
pression when  I  was  in  the  Chair.  1  had  called  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Doncan]  to  order  for 
irrelevancy,  and  he  had  acquiesced.  I  then  under- 
stood the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  W.  C. 
Johnson]  as  rising  to  the  same  point  of  order,  and 
my  reply  to  him  was,  that  I  had  already  called  the 
gent  e man  t9  order,  and  that  be  had  acquiesced  in 
the  decision.  But,  I  repeat,  I  did  not  hear  the  ex- 
pression referred  to. 

"Mr.  Duncan.  I  protest  against  the  statement 
that  I  had  ever  said  any  thing  against  General  Har- 
rison except  what  ihe  history  oi'  the  conniry  sus- 
tained me  in  saying.  I  never  intimated  that  he 
was  a  coward,  nor  any  thing  like  it;  and  no  con- 
clusion can  be  drawn  from  any  thing  I  have  said 
other  than  that  he  was  not  entitled  10  that  character 
of  a  great  military  chieftain  which  was  claimed  for 
him  by  bis  friends." 

What  more  is  necessary  to  prove  the  member 
guilty  of  falsehood  in  his  attempt  to  deny  that  he 
was  denounced  in  the  words  reported?  A  tingle 
remark,  and  I  am  done. 

The  member  from  Maryland  is  the  last  man  who 
should  attempt  to  shuffle  from  responsibility  by 
making  the  question  of  character  an  objection 


to  a  demand  for  satisfaction.  I  will  take  some 
other  occasion  to  present  the  member's  character  to 
the  country-  It  is  not  my  object  to  make  any  new 
issue  at  this  time;  I  have  the  member  nailed,  rnd  I 
intend  to  keep  htm  so.  I  am  no  duellist;  I  know 
but  little  about  the  rules  and  laws  of  etiquette  that 
regulate  duelling,  if  there  be  any;  nor  have  I  any 
desire  to  know  them;  but  I  have  just  got  skil1,  the 
courage,  the  power,  and  the  Highland  blood,  to 
meet  the  member,  whenever  and  wherever  he  may 
have  the  courage  to  invite  me,  nnd  give  him  such 
redress  as  he  may  have  the  chivalry  to  ask,  and  1 
will  make  the  member  gentleman  enough  for  that 
purpose.  Lst  me  remark,  too,  that  the  duelling  law 
has  as  few  terrors  for  me  as  it  has  for  the  member. 
He  has  nothing  to  fear  through  me  from  the  duel- 
ling law.  I  am  done.  I  will  trouble  the  House  or 
the  committee  no  more  with  this  subject.  If  I  ap- 
pear again  in  this  matter,  it  will  be  alone  in  the 
columns  of  the  newspapers,  unless  the  member 
should  rally  his  courage,  if  he  has  any,  and  invite 
me  to  some  other  place. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  BROWN, 

OF  MISSISSIPPI. 
In  the  House  tf  Representatives,  Monday,  February 
22, 1841— In  Committee  of  the  Wnole  on  the 
General  Appropriation  bill,  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Thompson  of  Mississippi  in  relation  to  the 
fees  of  marshals,  clerks,  &c. 
Mr.  A.  G.  BRO  vVN  said  the  proposition  of  his 
colleague  was  the  only  one  for  which  he  could  vote. 
That  amendment  proposed  to  reduce  the  fees  of  of- 
ficers in  the  district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
Slates  to  a  standard  with  the  fees  of  officers  per- 
forming like  services  in  the  courts  of  the  several 
States;  and  it  further  provided  that  the  fee  bill  in 
the  Federal  courts  should  in  all  after  time  conform 
to  the  fee  bills  of  the  State  courts.  This  was  light. 
The  fee  bills  of  the  State  courts  were  under  the 
control  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States; 
and  there  was  not,  in  his  judgment,  the  slightest 
danger  but  that  the  people  would  always  exercise 
sufficient  control  over  their  immediate  representa- 
tives to  force  such  a  regulation  of  the  fees  of  law 
officers  as  should  be  acceptable  to  themselves.  He 
believed  there  was  no  community  in  the  Govern- 
ment who  would  object  to  pay  marshals  and 
clerks  of  the  United  States  courts  the  same 
fees  that  were  paid  to  clerks  and  sheriffs  of 
State  courts;  and  he  was  quite  certain  that 
no  people  would  be  willing  to  pay  nrnre.  Pass 
then  the  amendment  of  his  colleague,  and  you 
would  do  all  that  you  ought  to  do— all  that  the  peo- 
ple command  you  to  do  on  this  subject.  You 
leave  the  fee  bill  in  the  Federal  courts  to  Deregu- 
lated by  local  legislation.  There  was  a  peculiar 
fitness  in  this.  Services  in  some  States  were  worth 
more  than  like  services  in  other  States.  The  Le- 
gislature of  New  York  was  the  best  judge  of  what 
the  issuance  of  a  subpoena,  or  the  service  of  a  capiat 
was  worth  in  that  State;  and  the  Legislature  of  his 
own  Siate  (Mississippi)  was  most  cempetent  to  ad- 
just all  such  matters  in  that  State.  If  Congress 
undertook  to  pass  a  general  fee  bill,  it  most  ne- 
cessarily do  injustice  to  some  of  the  States,  since 
that  bill,  which  conforms  to  the  interest 'of  the 
South.may  be  much  too  heavy  for  the  North,  where 
labor  is  generally  much  lower;  and  every  one  knew 
it  was  wonh  more  to  discharge  the  .duties  of  mar- 
shal or  sheriff,  in  a  sparsely  populated  country, 
than  in  one  densely  settled.  At  all  even'*,  there 
could  be  no  harm  in  leaving  this  matter  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  respective  State  Legislatures. 
The  proposition  of  his  colleague  [Mr.  Thompson] 
proposed  to  place  it  there,  and  to  permit  it  to  re- 
main through  all  at>r  time. 

The  bill,  as  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Wajs  and  Means,  he  deemed  a  political  enormity. 
What  does  that  bill  propose?  Why,  sir,  not  to  re- 
duct  the  feet,  bat  to  collect  from  the  unfortunate 
deb  or  the  enormous  sums  which  you  have  always 
forced  from  him  with  such  miserable  twaddle  as 
that  clerks  and  marshals  are  not  permitted  to  retain 
the  money,  but  compelled  to  pay  it  over  to  the 
United  States  Treasury— as  though  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  any  sort  of  consequence  to  the  plundered 
man  whither  the  money  which  you  had  thus  forced 


from  him  went  into  the  pockets  of  aa  officer  or  the 
vaul's  of  a  bankrupt  Treasury.  For  one,  if  this 
system  of  legalized  plunder  was  to  be  kept'  op  he 
desired,  so  lar  as  his  own  State  was  concerned  that 
the  clerks  and  marshals  might  have  the  benefit'of  it 
In  that  event,  meritorious  citizens  in  Mississippi 
would  derive  some  benefit  from  your  cruelly  to  ibe 
unfortunate;  and  the  aggregate  wealth  of  the  Stile 
would  not  be  diminished.  Bit  pay  it  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  what  goes  with 
it?  It  is  lost  to  us  and  ours  forever.  It  goes  to 
build  up  light-houses,  harbors,  and  to  make  other 
improvements  in  your  Eastern  States;  and  the 
gross  amount  of  the  wealth  of  Mississippi  ii  dimi- 
nished to  the  full  amount  of  the  mosey  thus  un- 
righteously abstracted  from  the  pockets  of  his  in- 
debted constituents,  and  ttrained  through  the  hands 
of  Federal  officers  into  the  vaults  of  the  nation. 
His  constituents  had  asked  to  be  released  from  this 
onerous  taxation,  and  you  propose  to  quiet  their 
supplications  by  taking  their  money  to  build  light- 
houses and  other  things  for  the  benefit  of  other 
States.  Sir,  this  is  not  the  relief  asked  for,  acd 
it  is  an  insult  to  the  people  thus  to  respond 
to  their  petitions.  If  yon  take  the  money 
from  the  ijoor  litigant,  let  the  marshal  and  clerk 
keep.it.  The  peop'e  of  Mississippi  had  alraady 
been  forced  to  pay  five  times  their  just  quota  for 
the  support  of  Government  under  the  tariff  l&vs 
and  land  laws  of  the  United  States;  and  now  jot 
propose  to  levy  a  tax  of  of  seventy-five  or  eighty 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and  call  it  relief.  Be- 
lieve me,  Mr.  Chairman,  my  unfortunate  constitu- 
ents have  had  a  turfeit  oi  just  such  relief. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  another  and  insupe- 
rable objection  to  the  bill  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, or  as  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the  gentle- 
man  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Johnson,]  and  that  ob- 
jection is  one  founded  on  what  I  deem  to  be  a  just 
and  proper  construction  of  the  Constitution,  If  I 
have  read  that  instrument  a'ight,  it  secures  equality 
in  taxation  to  all  the  people  of  this  Confederacy; 
and  what  do  you  propose  to  do  by  this  bill.  Why, 
sir,  to  collect  off  of  about  2,000  defendant  suitors 
and  citizens  of  Mississippi,  eighty-five  thousand 
dollars  in  the  way  of  tax  on  Taw  suits.  Of  thh 
sum,  you  propose  to  give  to  the  marshal  tea  tboa- 
sand  dollars  as  the  maximum  of  his  compensation, 
and  to  pay  the  remainder  into  the  United  Sales 
Treasury.  Is  that  equality  of  taxation  which  el- 
ects from  two  thousand  citizens  of  Mississippi, 
who  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  become  suitors  ia 
your  Federal  court,  a  tax  of  seventy- five  thousand 
dollars,  whilst  you  exempt  from  similar  taxation 
the  remaining  thirty-five  thousand  who  are  not 
suitors  in  that  court?  Is  that  equality  of  taxation 
which  exacts  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  from 
two  thousand  citizens  of  Mississippi,  and  not  one 
cent  from  the  five  hundred  thousand  who  live  ia 
Ohio?  Is  that  equality  of  taxation  which  exacn 
of  me  fifty  dollars,  because  I  am  so  unfortunate  « 
to  be  sued,  and  yet  exempts  entirely  my  neighbor 
or  my  brother,  who  is  not  sued?  Is  that  equality 
of  taxation  which  exacts  of  the  unfortunate  debtor 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands,  and  not  one  cent 
from  the  onembarrassed  and  unindeb:ed  part  of  the 
community?  And  does  any  man  seriously  protend 
that  this  will  not  be  the  result  if  this  law  is  passed! 
Is  it  not  in  fact  avowed,  in  all  parts  of  the  Hoa*e, 
that  this  will  be  the  re?uli?  And  have  not  defence* 
been  attempted  to  be  set  np  for  this  political  mon- 
strosity? 

Sir,  you  have  no  authority  to  raise  revenue  ia 
this  way;  and  if  you  had,  it  would  be  a  monstroet 
abuse  of  power  to  exercise  your  authority.  I  »oo» 
not  have  one  dollar  of  revenue  collected  » awj 
way;— such  ill-gotten  gain— gotten  in  violate  of 
the  Constitution — wrung  from  the  qn/brtaatte 
debtor— coined,  as  it  were,  from  the  Jte*  of  a  tor- 
tured citizen,  I  should  expect  to  turn  to  «jj*7 
repiles  and  to  hissing  adders,  that  would  0C,i*J[ 
the  vaults  ot  your  Treasury  with  their  filth,  *w 
stinf ,  as  with  a  deadly  poison,  each  hand  thai 
dared  remove  them.  I  cannot,  I  will  not,  vote  W 
any  maximum  compensation— to  do  so  if  tote* 
contingency  on  the  suffering,  of  which  this  tlHpJJ* 
treasure  enures  to  the  nation. .  You  have  bo  aaw> 
rity  to  fix  any  such  contingency.  Yoa  j**  ** 
authority  to  take  one  dollar  of  money  coils*!* 
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this  way,  though  there  were  millions  wrung  from 
the  unhappy  citizen.  I  wilt  vote  for  the  proposi- 
tion of  my  colleague,  and  I  shall  do  so  with  great 
pleasure;  bat  when  this  is  done,  I  shall  have  done 
all  that  I  can  or  will  do.  I  shall  not  be  accused  of 
voting  against  a  maximum  through  party  motives, 
for  before  this  law  goes  into  effect — if  it  passes  aj 
all— there  will  probably  not  be  a  political  friend  of 
mine  in  any  office  in  the  Republic  within  the  gift  of 
the  Executive,  that  is  worth  asking  for.  1  chim  to 
give. the  vote  which  I  shall  give,  against  the  origi- 
nal proposition,  and  again  t  the  amendment  of  my 
friend  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Johnson,]  in  obe- 
dience to  my  sense  of  justice  to  my  constituents, 
and  my  duty  to  the  Constitution,  and  to  these 
alone. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  BLACK, 

OP  GEORGIA. 

In  the  House  &  Bcpresentaiives,  FtJfruary  2,  1341— 

On  the  Treasury  not*  bill. 

Bit.  Batmen's  montion  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  BLACK  said:  He  deemed  it  incumbent  on 
him,  at  this  late  period  of  the  discussion,  to  detain 
the  committee  for  as  short  a  time  as  the  importance 
of  the  subjects  introduced,  into  the  debate  would 
permit.  If  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  preceded 
him  bad  confined  themselves  to  the  merits  of  the 
bill  on  the  utye,  he  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
given  a  silent  rote:  but  the  mere  question  whether 
we  shall  authorize  the  issue  of  five  millions  of  Trea- 
sury notes  to  enable  the  Government  t>  anticipate 
a  portion  of  its  revenues,  had  been  wholly  lost  sight 
of.  It  seemed  to  be  conceded  on  all  hands  that 
the  bill  must  pass;  he  doubted  whether  the  gentle- 
man himself,  whose  motion  was  now  pending  to 
strikeout  the  enacting  clause,  would  vote  against 
Us  final  passage;  nay,  the  great  difficulty  with  the 
reforming  and  retrenching  Whigs  who  bad  mar- 
shalled themselves  in  apparent  opposition  to  the 
bill,  was,  that  instead  of  too  much,  it  gave  too  lit- 
tle. But  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  whether 
ooasidered  with  regard  to  the  constitutionality  or  ex- 
pediency of  the  measure,  had  bardly  been  mentioned 
for  the  last  week— the  tariff,  in'ernal  improvements 
by  the  Government — the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  among  the  Stales— -#.  public  debt 
(which  they  denominate  a  "loan*')  and  a  National 
Bank,  are  the  vital  and  important  questions  which 
have  absorbed  us,  since  the  commencement  of  this 
discussion.  Never  himself  a  great  stickler  for 
"relevancy  of  debate,"  be  was  rejoiced  that  the 
leading  friends  of  General  Harrison  bad  seised  this 
occasion  to  show  the.r  hands  to  the  people — parti- 
cularly to  the  Southern  people,  who  bad  great  inte- 
rests at  stake  upon  the  policy  and  measures  of  the 
incoming  Administration.  He  had  never  before, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  struggles  between 
the  rival  parties,  heard  or  witnessed,  from  the  op- 
ponents of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  so  bold,  candid,  and 
fearless  an  avowal  of  policy  and  principle  as  bad 
characterized  their  speeches  oh  this  occasion.  He 
ventured  to  say,  if  these  confessions  of  Whig  faith 
had  been  made  during  the  last  summer,  **oW  Tip" 
had  never  been  President-— at  least,  if  his  election 
hal  depended  on  the  vote  of  the  Sia'e  of  Georgia. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  Black,  my  delegated  light  is  flick- 
ering in  its  socket;  my  representative  career  is  about 
to  terminate  abruptly;  and  the  trappings  of  office, 
which  I  have  endeavored  to  wear  meekly, will  short- 
ly Call  from  my  shoulders.  They  will  be  transferred 
to  aa  abler,but  not  mere  hone>t  or  zealous  incumbent. 
Bat.  while,  in  obedience  to  the  voice  of  my  consti- 
tuents, I  willingly  resign  to  the  hands  of  another  the 
high  trust,  and  the  representative  character  with 
which  they  endued  me,  I  am  yet  "one  of  the 
fcoplb;"  ofthat  character,  and  of  the  rights  which 
pertain  to  it,  no  man  can  deprive  me;  and  in  that 
character,  as  one  of  the  sovereign  people  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  I  claim  to  be  heard  on  thi*  floor. 
I  avail  myself  then,  sir,of  my  privilege,  not  only  as  a 
Representative,  but  as  a  constituent,  to  advise  my 
fellow-citizens  at  home  of  what  is  trampiring  here, 
and  to  warn  them  that  a  high  discriminating  tariff, 
nnder  the  the  specious  garb  of  a  tax  on  luxuries,  is 
to  be  saddled  on  them,  and  perhaps  on  their  poste- 
rity. That  a  public  debt,  disguised  as  a  loan,  is 
11 


preparing  for  them — that  their  hard  earnings  must 
go  to  support  a  splendid  system  of  internal  im- 
provements by  the  General  Government.  That 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  instead  of  being 
made  to  contribute  to  tbe  reduction  of  duties  on 
imports,  are  to  be  abstracted  from  that  purpose, 
and  divided  out  among  the  States  in  proportion  to 
their  population,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  paying 
the  debts  of  those  States/  That  this  vacuum,  thus  pro- 
duced, of  between  three  and  five  millions  annually, 
is  so  be  supplied  by  increasing  the  duty  on  those  ar- 
ticles of  commerce  which  depend  for  their  importa- 
tion fnto  the  country  exclurively-upou  the  agricultural 
productions  of  the  South.  That  a  National  Bank, 
to  which  they  have  ever  been  opposed,  as  unconstitu- 
tional, as  destructive  to  their  own  State  institutions, 
and  as  hostile  to  their  agricultural  and  commercial 
prosperity,  is  to  be  fastened  on  the  country.  These 
are  the  measures,  sir,  which  have  been  openly  ad- 
vanced in.  this  debate— not  hinted  at  or  suggested, 
but  boldly  proclaimed,  as  if  "by  authority,"  to  be  the 
measures  which  are  to  characterize  General  Harri- 
son's administration.  My  object,  then,  is  to  give 
timely  notice  to  the  people  of  Georgia,  to  Whigs 
as  welt  as  to  Democrats,  that  their  day  of  trial  is 
at  hand — that  all  the  evil  which  it  was  predicted 
would  follow  the  election  of  General  Harrison  is 
about  to  be  realized,  and  that  the  forebodings 
which  were  deneunced  in  certain  quarters  as  the  in- 
terested misrepresentations  of  political  aspirants, 
are  now  about  to  assume  the  unquestionable  cha- 
racter of  passing  events.  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.  I  ques- 
tion the  motives  of  no  man;  I  shall  not  be  so  un- 
parliamentary as  to  deny  to  gentlemen  here  tbe 
same  rectitude  of  intention  that  I  claim  for  myself: 
but,  at  the  same  time,  my  rights  and  interests  as  a 
constituent,  and  my  high  duty  as  a  Representative, 
which  with  me  are  paramount  to  all  other  eonside- 
raiione,  constrain  me  to  speak  out  plainly  and  au- 
dibly, without  regard  to  consequences.  When  I 
do  this,  I  shall  have  done  my  duty;  and  the  people 
of  Georgia,  who  I  donbt  not  are  equal  to  any 
emergency,  wrll  most  assuredly  do  theirs. 

Sir,  my  friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Vander- 
fi  el]  delivered  yesterday  an  able  speech  in  vindi- 
cation of  the  present  Administration.  I  listened  to 
it  with  great  pleasure,  as  a  prompt  and  conclusive 
reply  to  the  blundering  attacks  which  bad  been 
made  on  the  official  estimates;  but  there  was  one 
remark  of  tint  gentleman  which  I  regretted  to  hear. 
He  told  us  he  had  listened  to  so  much  rant  and  gas- 
conade about  Southern  wealth  and  importance, 
he  had  almost  concluded  that  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York  were  nothing  more  than  mere  colonies, 
in  comparison  with  some  other  States  of  the  Union. 
I  cannot  but  regret  to  hear  these  comparisons  insti- 
tuted as -to  the  relative  importance  of  the  North  and 
the  Sooth.  But  if  gentlemen  will  talk  about  it,  I 
insist  that  justice  at  least  shall  be  done  to  the  South. 
She  does  hot  urge  the  comparison;  but  when  North- 
ern gentlemen  are  making  these  unprofitable 
estimates,  let  me  ask  them  what  would  all  their 
boasted  commercial  importance  amount  to,  without 
the  agricultural  productions  of  the  South.  If  the 
artie'e  of  cotton  was  stricken  from  their  commercial 
vocabulary,  what  would  they  export?  Could  ihey 
freight  their  ships  to  Europe  with  apples,  potatoes, 
onion.*,  and  wooden  nutmegs?  Let  the  production 
of  cotton  be  destroyed  at  the  South  by  actual  legis- 
lation, or  the  prevalence  of  the  Abolition  mania, 
and  what  would  tbe  State  of  Maine  do  with  her 
ships?  Instead  of  employing  them,  as  the  now 
does,  in  exporting  the  produce  of  the  South,  and  in 
bringingback  the  manufactured  goods  with  which  our 
raw  material  is  purchased,  her  merchantmen  would 
freeze  in  her  docks,  and  rot  at  her  wharves;  un- 
less, indeed,  she  embarked  them  in  the  commenda- 
ble employment  of  abducting  our  slaves  from  their 
lawful  owners.  She  could,  it  is  true,send  a  few '  <lonr, 
low,  black  schooners*9  to  Savannah,  and  down  the 
8outhtrn  c?ast,  in  command  of  such  men  as  Phil- 
brook  and  Kell-ran,  who,  under  pretence  of  taking 
lumber  to  the  East,  might  stow  away  our  negroes 
between  the  interstices  of  their  timber  cargo.  But 
however  this  sort  of  "traffic  in  human  flesh  might  ap  • 
prove  itself  to  the  philanthropic  sentiments  of  the  ad- 
vocates of  "human  right*,"  yet  I  apprehend  that  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view,  the  profits  of  the  voyage 
I  would  not  be  quite  as  large  as  if  they  had  been  ho- 


nestly employed  in  carrying  our  cotton  to  Liver- 
pool or  Havre. 

[Here  Mr.  Albert  Smith  of  Maine  interposed, 
and  said  that  so  far  from  employing  "long,  low, 
black  schooners1'  in  the  abduction  of  slaves  from 
Georgia  to  Maine,  he  :  would  be  very  thankful  if 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  would  abduct  the 
100  negroes  from  Maine  who  had  voted  against, 
and  beaten  him  in  his  own  district  at  the  last  Con- 
gressional election. 

[Mr.  Black  assured  his  friend  if  he  would  de- 
liver these  negroes  to  him  at  his  plantation,  on  the 
Savannah  river,  at  any  time  after  the  fourth  of 
March  proximo,  he  would  employ  them  in  a  much 
better  business  than  voting  against  and  defeating 
so  distinguished  a  Democrat  as  the  gentleman  from 
Maine.] 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  deprecate  this  sort  of  dis- 
cussion, especially  with  our  friends — this  unneces- 
sary compatison  between  the  different  sections  of 
the  Union.  All  that  I  have  said  on  the  subject  has 
been  strictly  in  reply. 

Sir,  I  take  the  liberties  of  this  debate  to  digress 
for  a  moment  to  a  tepic  in  relation  to  which  much 
has  been  said,  not  only  in  this  House,  but  in  the 
newspapers  of  the  day.  I  allude  to  the  supposed 
influence  of  Brituh  gold  in  controlling  the  elections 
which  have  just  passed.  What  the  extent  of  that 
influence  was,  if  it  existed  at  all,  in  other  sections 
of  the  United  States,  I  cannot  assert  of  my  own 
knowledge.  The  charge  of  corruption  has  been 
made,  and  has  been  met  on  this  floor  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  [Gov.  Pops]  only  with  si- 
lence and  alleged  contempt.  It  may  be  that  in  the 
dense  and  crowded  cities  of  the  North,  the  East, 
and  even  in  the  West,  the  "noble  art  of  pipe  laying" 
was  resorted  to,  to  secure  tbe  ascendency  of  the  mo- 
dern Whig?.  It  may  be  true,  as  I  have  seen  it 
gravely  and  circumstantially  stated,  that  in  many 
of  the  Harrison  counties  cf  Ohio  ihey  have  actually 
beaten  ihe-eennu  at  the  late  elections  in  that  State. 
But  whatever  may  be  my  opinion  as  to  the  truth 
of  these  charges,  or  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  been  met  with  regard  to  other  and  distant 
part 8  of  the  Union,  I  am  free  to  declare  that  so  far 
ab  they  relate  to  the  State  of  Georgia— to  any  of 
my  constituents,  whether  Democrats  or  Wnig«, 
they  are  wholly  and  totally  false.  It  is  true  the 
party,  with  which  I  em  acting,  was  defeated  in  Oc 
tober  and  November  last,  but  it  was  because  tbe 
majority  of  the  people  was  persuaded  to  prefei 
General  Harrison  to  Martin  Van  Buren— because 
they  believed  that  tbe  administration  of  the  former* 
if  elected,  would  be  strictly  conformable  to  tbe 
rights  and  interests  of  the  South— that  we  would 
have  no  bank — no  protective  tariff,  open  or  dis- 
guised—no internal  improvements  by  the  General 
Government — no  distribution  of  tbe  public  lands 
for  the  purpose  of  assuming  the  State  debts,  or  for 
any  other  purpose — that  supposed  abuses  would  be 
reformed,  and  last,  not  least,  that  we  should  have  a 
retrenchment  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Federal 
Government.  Because  the  people  believed  that  these 
would  be  the  characteristics  of  a  Whig  adminis- 
tration, they  thought  proper  to  sustain  our  oppo- 
nents and  abandon  us.  We  told  them  then, 
as  I  tell  them  now,  that  they  were  de- 
luded and  deceived  by  the  false  professions 
of  party  hacks,  and  party  leaders.  But  still  the 
people  chese  to  believe,  as  they  had  a  right  to  do, 
in  the  truth  of  the  professions  which  were  made  to 
them.  That  belief,  honest,  I  have  no  donbt,  to  the 
full  extent  of  it,  and  not  the  appliance  of  either 
British  or  American  gold,  induced  them  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  dominant  party.  Nay,  sir,  so  far  from 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  Georgia  being 
tainted  or  touched  with  the  corruption  of  gold,  I  do 
not  believe  that  we  have  even  a  floating  balance 
of  population  that  could  be  bought  by  such  vile 
means;  and  the  charge,  when  made  against  any 
party  in  Georgia,  is  false,  and  a  slander  upon  the 
reputation  of  the  State*  By  tbe  way,  said  Mr.  B.  * 
whib  I  am  talking  about  bribery,  I  may  be  permit- 
ted to  allude  for  a  moment  to  a  pictorial  represen- 
tation of  two  of  my  colleagues  and  myself,  which 
is  now  exposed  upon  your  avenue  to  the  public 
gaze,  and  openly  t  ended  in  the  Whig  print  shops 
of  this  city.  I  mean  the  base  libel  which  exhibits 
me  as  bought  over  by  Federal  gold  to  the  sap- 


iea 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


26th  Cong* •••2nd  Smb. 


Treasury  Note  Bill— Mr.  Black. 


**.  1S41. 
H.  of  Reps, 


port  of  Mr.  Tan  Buren.  I  now  denounce  it 
as  a-  Hi  in  its  inception,  a  lie  in  its  execution, 
0  U»  in  its  profhvigatoft.  I  stop  not  to  denounce 
the  poor  artis*,  to  whom  it  may  have  been  a  matter 
of  indifference  whether  he  lithographed  the  truth  or 
a  tie,  but  I  mean  to  reach  the  author  whoever  he 
may  be,  of  the  base  unmitigated  traduction,  and  to 
tell  him  that  not  only  my  neighbors,  who  have 
known  me,  and  confided  in  my  integrity  from  my 
infancy,  bnt  the  whole  people  of  Georgia  will,  a*  one 
man,  proclaim  it  to  be  a  lie.  With  many  of  the 
frailties  of  humanity  lingering  abont  me,  those 
with  whom  I  am  daily  associated  at  home,  and 
who  know  me  best,have  never  suspeced  me,  nor  will 
they  tolerate  the  charge,  of  venality  and  corrup- 
tion; and  the  very  surest  means  of  vindicating  my  cha- 
racter from  such  anonymous  s'ander  will  be  to  ex- 
hibit this  specimen  of  Whig  lithography  (which  I  mean 
to  do,  if  Providence  permits  me  to  return)  to  the 
people  among  whom  I  live,  that  they  may  see  and 
know  the  means  which  have  been  resoited  to  out 
of  Georgia,  for  the  purpose  of  affecting  me  at  home. 

I  shall  not  attempt,  said  Mr.  Black,  to  follow 
the  three  gentlemen  who  Jed  off  this  debate  on  the 
Whig  side  of  the  House  through  the  confuted  and 
discordant  mass  of  figures  with  which  they  sought 
.o  impeach  the  accuracy  of  the  official  estimates. 
The  fate  which  awaited  them  at  their  own  hands, 
admonishes  me  of  the  impracticability  of  making 
estimates  in  detail,  without  access  to  the  various 
sources  of  fiscal  and  statistical  information  with 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  must  necessa- 
rily be  most  intimately  conversant.  That  function- 
ary is  in  daily  intercourse  not  only  with  the  differ- 
ent revenue  officers  of  his  Department,  bnt  with  the 
most  extensive  and  intelligent  merchants  of  our 
principal  emporiums.  It  is  his,  exclusive  business 
to  arrange,  analyze,  and  digest  these  facts  and  this 
information,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  which  is 
so  essentially  necessary  to  an  accurate  calculation 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  this  vast  Go- 
vernment. The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Barnard]  acknowledged  this  much,  when  be  ad- 
mitted his  information  to  be  necessarily  limited  and 
imperfect;  and  yet  he  draws  largely  on  our  * 'gene- 
rous confidence,'*  for  an  approval  of  his  counter 
estimates.  Why,  sir,  they  can't  agree  among  them- 
selves. They  tell  us  a  permanent  deficiency  exists 
in  the  Treasury.  Well,  what  is  it?  The  gentle- 
man from  Maine  [Mr.  Evans]  says  it  is  somewhere 
between  #7,000,000  and  #10,000,000— the  gentle- 
man  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  asserts  it  to  be 
#18,000,000—  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr  Barnard]  ont  figures  them  all,  and  runs  it  up 
10140,000,000.  These  are  the  doctors  who  are  to 
treat  the  body  politic  for  the  next  four  years !  Set- 
tle yonr  differences  among  yourselves  first,  gen- 
tlemen, before  you  tender  us  an  issue  of  defi- 
ciency. 

But,  sir,  I  take  this  broad  ground;  and  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  Opposition  particularly  to  it.  Since 
1837,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  with  a  growing  and  increas- 
ing country,  and  a  tariff  of  duties  gradually  dimi- 
nishing, by  the  operation  of  the  compromise  act,  has 
not  only  paid  the  debts  and  preserved  the  credit  of 
the  Government,  but  has  actually  reduced  the  pub- 
lic expenditures  nearly  ten  millions  of  dollars.  This 
is  a  fact,  worth  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
Just  ten  millions  of  dollars  more  than,  all  the  cy- 
phering of  these  discordant  arithmeticians.  In 
1838  the  expenditures  were  reduced  from  (bote  of 
1837— in  1839  they  were  cut  down  six  millions  of 
dollars — in  1840  they  were  again  reduced  between 
two  and  three  millions.  The  President,  in  his  last 
annual  message,  says: 

"The  estimates  and  appropriations  for  tho  year  1838  (the  first 
orer  which  I  had  anr  control)  wereaomewhat  diminished.  The 
expenditures  of  1839  were  reduced  six  millions  of  dollars. 
Those  of  1840,  exclusire  of  disbarsementa  for  public  debt  and 
trust  claims,  will  probably  not  exceed  twenty  two  and  a  hall 
millions;  being  between  two  and  three  millions  less  .than  those 
of  the  preceding  year,  and  nine  or  tan  millions  less  than  those  of 
1837.  Nor  has  it  been  found  necessary,  in  order  to  produce  this 
result,  to  resort  to  the  power  conferred  by  Congress,  of  post* 
pooing  certain  classes  of  the  public  works,  except  by  deferring 
tttures  for  a  short  period  upon  a  limited  portion  of  them; 


moment  the  Treasury  Department,  by  further  receipts  from  the 
indebted  banks,  became  fully  assured  of  its  ability  to  meet  them 
without  prejudice  to  the  public  service  in  other  respects.  Causes 
are  in  operation  which  will,  it  is*  believed,  justify  a  still  further 
reduction,  without  injury  to  any  important  national  interest. 
Thaevrensea  of  sustaining  the  troops  employed  in  Florida  have 
been  gradually  and  greatly  reduced,  through  the  persevering 


efforts  of  the  War  Department;  and  a  reasonable  hope  may  be 
entertained  that  the  necessity  for  military  operations  in  that 
quarter  will  soon  cease.  The  removal  of  the  Indians  from 
within  our  settled  borders  is  nearly  completed.  The  pension 
list,  one  of  the  heaviest  charges  upon  the  Treasury,  is  rapidly 
diminishing  by  death.  The  most  costly  of  our  public  buildings 
are  either  finished,  or  nearly  so;  and  we  may,  I  think,  safely 
promise  ourselves  a  continued  exemption  from  border  diffi- 
culties. 

"The  available  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Istof  January 
next  estimated  at  one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  Thi*  sum, 
with  the  expected  receipts  from  all  sources  during  the  next 
year,  will,  it  is  believed,  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  Government 
to  meet  every  engagement,  and  leave  a  suitable  balance  in  the* 
Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year,  if  the  remedial  measure*  con* 
nected  with  the  customs  and  the  pub'i*  lands,  heretofore  recom- 
mended, shall  be  adopted,  and  the  new  appropriations  by  Con- 
gress shall  not  carry  the  expenditures  beyond  the  official  esti* 
mates." 

But,  sir,  what  do  we  now  hear?  Instead  of  se- 
conding the  econom  cal  suggestions  of  lhe  Chief 
Magistral,  these  retrenching  gentlemen,  who  last 
year  were  for  bringing  down  the  expenses  of  the 
Federal  Government  to  'he  point  at  which  Mr. 
Adams  had  it,  (#13,000,000,)  are  now  taunting  us 
with  a  close  and  niggardly  parsimony.  Instead  of 
responding  affirmatively  to  the  recommendation  of 
Mr.  Van  Baren  that  "Congress  shall  not  carry  the 
expenditure*  beyond  the  official  estimates,"  their  cry  is 
"give  us  more."  The  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr. 
Evahs]  tel'sus  we  ought  to  make  "liberal  and  abun- 
dant appropriations,  and  his  coadjutor  from  New  York 
to  whom  1  hare  just  alluded,  fills  up  this  broad  and 
indefinite  outline,  by  insisting  on  vast  appropria- 
tions for  rivers,  harbors*  roads,  and  canals-—* or  the 
Northeastern  frontier — for  building  splendid  war 
steamers — for  outfits  and  salaries  for  a  new  set  of 
ministers  and  ehtrgts  to  foreign  courts — for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  4th  instalment  to  the  States — for  French 
spoliations,  and  the  thousand  claims  for  money 
which  crowd  yonr  table.  And  strange  to  tell,  not- 
withstanding their  disgusting  clamor  last  year 
abaut  Mr.  Van  Baron's  "royal  establishment," 
they  are  now  actually  demanding  another  appro- 
priation to  bny  more  furniture  for  the  log  cabin 
candidate.  What !  are  not  the  tabourettes,  the  gold 
spoon?,  the  $1,500  French  bedstead,  good  enough 
Tor  old  Ttpl  Is  the  i(old  pine  table,"  on  which  Mr. 
Van  Buren  ea's  his  dinner,  to  be  replaced  by  cost- 
ly mahogony,  or  must  you  have  a  more  splendid 
plateau  than  the  one  which  now  adorns  the  Presi- 
dent's table,  and  about  the  cost  and  extravagance 
of  which  you  descanted  before  the  elc'ion,  so  eco- 
nomically to  the  people?  I  am  aware, '  sir,  that 
consistency,  although  a  jewel,  is  not  the  question 
now  ia  order  before  the  committee,  or  I  might  go 
on  to  show  the  inconsistency  between  the  present 
demands  and  the  former  professions  of  these  admi- 
rable retrenchers. 

These,  sir,  are  the  answers  which  are  now  given, 
by  the  reform  party,  to  Mr.  Van  Buren 's  recommen- 
dation that  "Congress  shall  not  carry  lhe  expendi- 
tures beyond  the  official  estimates;"  and  given,  too, 
in  the  face  of  their  declarations  that  the  Government 
is  largely  in  debt.  Grant,  sir,  that  there  is  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  Treasury — is  this  the  way  to  supply 
or  retrieve  it?  What  makes  a  deficiency?  The  le- 
gislation of  Congress;  for  without  the  "authority  of 
law"  the  Execntive  cannot  draw  one  dollar  cut  of 
the  public  .coffers.  How  shall  we  retrieve  this  al- 
leged deficit?  By  "liberal  and  abundant  appropria- 
tions" for  a  wild,  extravagant,  and  splendid  system 
of  internal  improvements?  By  voting  new  outfits 
for  partisan  ministers?  By  laying  ont  millions  on 
millions  upon  coasts,  harbors,  fortifications,  and 
steam  ships,  when  there  is  no  necessity  for  it?  By 
offering  inducements  to  the  thousand  speculators 
who  crowd  your  lobbies,  to  revive  their  exploded 
claims?  By  spending  another  $70,000  to  refit  the 
White  House  for  the  reception  of  the  "old  farmer," 
whose  chief  merit  it  was,  but  a  few  months  ago,  to 
live  in  a  Jog  cabin  and  drink  hard  cider  out  of  a 
gourd? 

Is  this  the  way  to  fill  up  an  empty  Treasury? 
Strange  and  unaccountable  as  it  may  seem  to  the 
thousands  of  houest  men  who  were  deluded  into 
the  support  of  the  Whig  party  by  professions' of 
retrenchment  and  reform;  astounding  as  it  may  be 
to  those  who  are  quietly  pursuing  their  daily  labor 
at  a  distance  from  the  scence  which  is  now  passing 
palpably  and  tangibly  before  me— yet  it  is  even  so. 
We  are  in  debt,  they  say;  but  with  the  honorable 
exceptions  of  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 


Wise  and  Mr.  Mallort,]  and  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Alpord]  who,  of  the  Whig  party 
during  this  debate,  have  even  uttered  the  word 
retrenchment,  or  offered  to  cut  down  the  expendi- 
tures to  the  receipt?  It  would  occur  to  plain,  bo- 
nest,  unsophisticated  men,  that  this  was  the  ml* 
practicable  way,  without  raising  your  taxes,  of  tin. 
lag  up  this  vaunted  vacuum  in  the  Treasury.  But 
not  content  with  these  extraordinary  demands  for 
more  money,  when  they  say  there  is  no  money,  they 
go  further.  It  i*  now  distinctly  proposed  by  Grn. 
Harrison's  friends,  with  the  above  exceptions,  to 
distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among 
the8tatcs. 

Those  whose  occupations  will  not  permit 
them  to  come  here  and  see  and  know  for  them- 
selves, are  unwilling  to  believe  that  the  Whig  party 
intend  to  effect  this  d-stribulion  among  the  8tates; 
much  less  do  ifaey  believe  that  this  Government  is 
abont  to  assume  indirrctly  the  debts  of  the  States 
by  this  distribution.  Why,  sir,  even  intelligent 
men  in  Georgia  seriously  aoubt  whether  this  on 
be  so.  If  the  proof  of  it  depended  upon  my  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  fact,  it  may  be  that  I  coold 
not  make  out  a  point-blank  cas«;  but  so  far  as  the 
proof  of  party  measures  depend  upon  the  declara- 
tions of  leading  men  who  compose  the  paity,  there 
can  no  longer  t>e  any  doubt  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  are  willing  to  be  convinced  by  the  train.  I 
will  venture  to  say  that  there  is  no  Senator  ia  the 
other  end  of  the  Capitol  who  has  not  heard  Mr. 
Cut,  Mr.  Webster,  and  Mr.  Crittkkwr  over  and 
often  announce  this  as«unn>tion,  either  directly,  or 
peripbrastically.  Why,  sir,  it  is  the  burden  of  their 
song;  they  sing  it  every  ('ay,  not  only  to  their  old 
tune  of  distribu  ion,  but  to  their  new  variation  of 
"on r  obligations  to  the  Stales."  Who  doubts  it  ia 
this  House?  Who  will  rise  and,  in  the  name  of 
the  Wh>g  party,  deny  that  it  is  one  of  their  mea- 
sure*? Did  not  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Wise]  who,  even  his  enemiw  will  ad- 
mit, is  first  among  the  foremost  of  the  Whies,  get 
up  here  the  other  day  and  not  only  announce  it,  tot 
denounce  it  at  such?  Did  any  one  of  bis  friends  or 
opponents  contradict  him?  No,  sir,  not  one.  Let 
the  people  of  Georgia  know,  then,  that  this  is 
another  of  ihe  fruits  of  the  tree  they  planted.  Be- 
tween three  and  five  millions  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  are  to  be  annually  abstracted  from  a 
depleted  Treasury,  to  be  given  to  the  States,  and 
the  manner  in  which  these  gentlemen  propose  to 
fill  up  the  vacuum  (by  an  increase  of  the  tariff,)  I 
will  endeavor  presently  to  expose  to  my  eonstitt- 
ents,  when  I  come  to  notice  the  extraordinary 
speech  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Nkbit.]  Bat, 
sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  distribution  because 
'  it  leads  to  an  assumption  by  this  Government  of 
State  debts,  and  I  am  opposed  to  that  beause  those 
debts  amount  to  the  enormous  and  alarming  sum  of 
#200,000,000— nay,  even  the  annual  interest  oa 
this  extraordinary  debt  is  #20,000,000.  I  am  op- 
posed to  it  because,  if  it  becomes  the  settled  polity 
of  this  Government,  T,  as  one  of  the  people  of 
Georgia;  shall  be  taxed  indirectly /by  an  increase  of 
tariff  duties  on  imports,  lo  replace  the  three,  fonr  or 
five  millions,  or  even  more,  which  are  thus  to  be 
abstracted  and  distributed.  For  we  have  bow  no 
surplus  revenue,  and  I  hope  we  never  shall  have. 
Therefore  every  dollar  that  is  now  taken  oat  of  oar 
already  deficient  Treasury  for  extraordinary  per- 
poses,  must  and  will  be  supplied  immediately,  for 
the  ordinary  wants  of  Government,  from  that  only 
other  source  of  revenue— a  tariff  x>n  imports.  I 
am  opposed  to  it  because  this  increase  ef  the  tans, 
necessarily  consequent  upon  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  muM  fall  most  heavi- 
ly on  the  South — the  cotton  growing  and  revenue 
yielding  South.  I  am  opposed  to  it,  loo,' Decease 
while  Georgia  owes  comparatively  nothing,  «■• 
will  thus  be  made  to  contribute  far  beyond  the  pro- 
portiou  of  her  taxable  property  and  population^* 
the  payment  of  an  endrinoue  debt,  for  which  ** 
never  has,  and  never  will,  receive  a  cent  *f  **"*; 
fit.  I  subjoin  the  following  table  of  the  deb*** 
the  different  States,  and  although  I  cannot  peWJ 
to  figure  against  the  gentleman  from  NewYej 
(who  foots  up  the  present  deficit  at  #40,(M)0,OW)g 
my  constituents  may  ascertain,  by  calculating J* 
themseivesjthe  amount  of  their  tiabfliite*  coJieelW 
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and  individually,  if  this  Whig  measure  is  made  a 
law  of  the  land. 

Slock  issued,  aad  authorized  to  be  issued  bjr  the 


Massachusetts 

$4945,197  93 

If ew  York 

13,394,018  19 

Pennsylvania 

97,666,003  3d 

Maryland 

16;407,0OI  39 

Virginia    . 

6,662  089  17 

South  Carolina 

5,753,770  W 

Georgia 

1,500,000  00 

Kentucky  . 

7,369,000  00 

acttnesseo 

1,789,1*6  66 

Ohio 

10,030,16*  fl 

Louisiana  . 

33,139,000  00 

Indiana 

14,717,000  00 

Missisfippi 

7,000,000  00 

Illinois 

11,600.000  00 

Alabama   . 

15,700,000  00' 

Maine 

554  976  00 

Missouri    . 

2,500,000  00 

Arkansas  . 

3,100,000  00 

Michigan  . 

5.340,000  00 

Florida 

3,900,000  00 

#183,064,385  48 
The  above  table  is  abstracted  from  Trotter's 
Finances  of  the  United  States,  an  English  book, 
published  ia  London  as  long  ago  as  December, 
1839.  1  do  not  give  it  as  exhibiting  an  accurate 
amount  of  the  debts  of  the  8iates  at  this  time,  be- 
came, In  some  instances,  a  portion  of  the  stocks 
authorized  to  be  issued  by  certain  of  the  States, 
has  not  yet  been  disposed  of;  and  besides  some 
time  has  elapsed  since  the  compilation.  However, 
it  will  serve  to  show  which  of  the  States  are  in- 
debted, and  will  indicate  something  like  the  amount 
of  their  debts.  From  the  best  information  I  can 
gather, the  present  aggregate  of  the  whole  debt  is 
considerably  over  (200,000,000;  and  the  annual  inte- 
rest thereon,  as  1  have  already  shown,  is  nearly 
f20,000,000. 

Sir,  I  confess  I  was  astonished  and .  mortified  at 
the  speech  of  my  honorable  colleague;  [Mr.  Nxs- 
arr,]  who  succeeded  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Rhett.]  I  do  not  intend  to  attack 
die  motives  of  that  gentleman,  or  to  express  even 
a  suspicion  of  his  intentions;  but  while  I  willingly 
concede  this  much  to  him,  and  promise  to  set  down 
nothing  in  malice,  I  shall  speak  plainly  and  can- 
didly of  the  position  he  assumed,  and  of  the  conse- 
quences likely  to  result  from  it.  The  more  I  see 
of  that  gentleman,  sir,  the  more  I  am  convinced  of 
his  firmness  and  resolution.  I  will  not  say  that  he 
ever  was  a  nol  liner,  to  nomine;  but  that  he  professed 
to  he  a  State  Rights  man,and  was  willing  to  take  the 
advantages  of  nullification  principles,  however  he 
may  have  found  it  convenient  to  shun  the  odium  of 
the  name,  he  himself  will  not  deny.  His  old  asso- 
ciates, then,  for  the  sake  of  their  principles,  to  the 
success  of  which  he  is  indebted  for  his  present  ele- 
vation, ought  to  have  been  secure  from  any  detrac- 
tion, either  direct  or  indirect,  at  his  hands.  But  in 
his  baste  to  commend  himself  to  his  new  and  un- 
natural allies,  he  has  the  boldness  to  turn  upon  his 
old  coadjutors,  and,  with  a  small  but  bitter  vitupe- 
ration, assail  them  and  their  principles  in  an  unpro- 
voked attack  upon  the  distinguished  Carolinian 
who  represents  the  palmetto  State  in  the  other  end 
of  this  Capitol. 

Does  not  that  gentleman  know  that  the  majority 
of  this  world  has  not  yet  been  able  to  distinguish 
between  measures  and  men?  Does  he  not  know 
that  the  eminent  statesman,  against  whom  he  burled 
the  shafts  of  his  new-born  indignation,  has,  by  his 
able  and  fearless  vindication  of  the  rights  of  the 
Spates,  identified  himself  with  the  principles  upon 
which  those  rights  depend?  Does  he  not  know 
that  any  assault  be  may  make  against  that  states- 
man, personally,  must  recoil  from  the  man  to  the 
political  system  of  which  he  is  justly  regarded  as 
the  bead  and  front?  Wherefore  the  necessity  of 
wandering  from  the  question  before  the  Hous^  to 
speak  of  John  C.  Calhoun  as  a  political  comet, 
wfld  and  errant  in  his  course,  coming  from  whence 
be  knew  not,  and  going  whither  no  man  could  tell; 
as  a  politician  who  ought  to  have  a  straight  jacket; 
and  as  a  leader  whom  he  could  not  follow?  Sir,  I 
thinkmycoUeagneoughttobeaWeto  tell  whence 


Mr.  Calhoun  came  en  the  State  Rights  question,  and 
whither  he  went;  for  the  gentleman  himself,  what- 
ever he  may  now  think  of  it,  was,  in  that  celebrated 
progress,  the  travelling  companion  of  the  great 
Ntrilifier.  Although  he  may  have  worn  no 
badge  by  which  he  might  be  marked  and 
distinguished,  yet  he  had  our  countersign,  and 
was  certainly  at  that  time  in  the  Bute  Rights 
camp,  wherever  he  may  now  be.  Notwithstanding 
all  this,  he  affects  to  be  extremely  ignorant  of  Mr. 
Calhoun's  "whereabout"  As  a  Southern  Sate 
Rights  man,  I  most  decidedly  object  to  this  unpro- 
voked attack  upon  an  individual,  who,  in  the  hour 
of  our  utmost  need,  defended  us  and  onr  rights  with 
an  ability  and '  constancy  equalled  only  by  the  pa- 
triotism with  which  he  was  leady  and  willing  to 
sacrifice  himself  for  the  good  of  his  country.  Sir, 
the  gentleman's  arrows  were  well  dipped,  but  his 
bow  was  too  weak.  He  may  exercne  his  archery 
if  he  will,  but  his  shafts  fall,  as  they  ever  must, 
far  short  of  the  bright  and  elevated  object  at  which 
he  would  hurl  them. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  just  alluded  to  his  colleague's 
fortitude;  he  could  not  but  do  so  again,  for  no  man 
as  a  Representative  of  the  South,  could  make, 
such  a  speech  as  the  gentleman  had  jast  delivered 
upon  the  "tariff  question,"  without  utterly  disregard- 
ing consequences. 

[Mr.  Nisbit  explained.  He  had  no  idea  that 
his  colleague  would  intentionally  misrepresent  him 
he  therefore  asked  him  to  bear  in  mind  that, 
throughout  the  whole  of  his  speech,  he  had  protest- 
ed against  a  tariff  for  protection,  and  that  he  advo- 
cated duties  for  revenue  only.] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.  I  repeat  again,  I  do  not  question 
the  gentleman's  motives.  I  freely  concede  to  him 
all  the  benefit  of  "good  intentions."  He  has  a  per- 
fect right,  as  an  individual,  to  choose  his  position— 
that  I  shall  not  question;  but  when  he  speaks  here 
as  my  representative,  I  must  be  permitted  to  dis- 
sent from  the  doctrines  he  has  thought  proper  to 
advance.  Nor  shall  I  misrepresent  his  remarks — 
I  remember  them*  well,  for  ih»y  sounded  ominously 
on  my  ear.  The  gentleman  did  say,  more  than 
once,  (and  I  thought  he  was  unusually  soiieitcus 
to  impress  it  on  his  bearers,)  that  he  was  opposed 
to  a  protective  tariff,  and  advocated  duties  only  for 
revenue.  That  was  his  text,  but  did  he  stick  to  it? 
We  shall  see. 

In  the  first  place,  "he  advocated  duties  only  for 
revenue.11  What  sort  of  a  revenue?  For  a  reve- 
nue commensurate  with  the  demands  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard,]  who  esti- 
mated the  deficit  of  the  Treasury  at  $40,000,000: 
to  which  we  most  add  his  estimates  for  the  current 
expenses  not  only  of  1841,  but  of  1842?  If 
my  colleague  is  willing  to  raise  a  revenue  by 
means  of  a  tariff  sufficient  to  cover  these  liberal  es- 
timates, I  apprehend  he  will  find  but  few  of  bis  con- 
stituents who  would  go  with  him.  This  is  an  im- 
portant point  on  which  we  are  left  to  grope  our 
way  through  an  indefinite  generality,  and  I 
protest  against  leaving  open  any  door  through 
which  these  "liberal  estimates"  of  avowed  ta- 
riff men  may  be  forced  upon  us  hereafter  un- 
der the  guise  of  "duties  for  revenue,  only." 

We  are  told  by  the  gen  tie  man  from  Georgia  that 
he  will  support  and  maintain  the  compromise  act 
of  March  2d,  1833— for  that  "it  settles  a  great  con- 
servative principle  for  the  South,"  The  only 
"conservative  principle"  in  favor  of  the  South  which 
that  act  settles^  is  to  be  found  in  the  third  section, 
in  these  word?:  "And  such  duties  shall  be  laid  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  such  revenue  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  an  economical  administration  of  the 
Government"  So  far  as  that  principle  is  concerned, 
I  am  willing  to  support  it  myself,  but  to  the  two 
other  principles  contained  in  this  rection,  to  wit: 
the  tosh  duties 9  and  the  home  valuation,  I  am  op- 
posed upon  the  ground  that  their  insertion  in  the 
act  was  a  reservation  in  favor  of  the  tariff  interest 
of  the  North,  which  of  itself  stamped  upon  the  law 
of  1833  the  character  of  a  "compromise"  between 
the  conflicting  claims  of  the  high  tariff  men  and 
those  who  opposed  thai  iniquitous  system.  I  op- 
pose them  because  when  they  shall  come  into  full 
operation  after  the  2d  June,  1842,  they  will  run  up 
the  maximum  of  20  per  cent,  duties  on  imports, 
at  nominally  settled  by  that  act  to  50  or  60  per 


cent,  ad  valorem.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Vanderpoel]  proved  that  these  two 
conservative  principles  which  my  colleague  would 
support  and  maintain,  would  have  precisely  that 
effect,  to  wit:  that  this  20  per  cent,  duty,  when  le- 
vied, as  it  must  be  if  this  compromise  is  maintained, 
after  the  2d  June,  1842,  "in  ready  money,"  and 
that  too  upon  "goods,  wares,  and  merchandise," 
valued  "at  the  port  where  the  same  shall  be 
entered,"  will  be  increased  to  a  comfortable  tax 
of  50  or  60  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  without  limita- 
tion as  to  time.  For  although  the  act  provides  Cor  a 
reduction  of  duties  "in  the  contingency,  either  of 
of  excess  or  deficiency  of  revinue,"  the  expendi- 
tures, if  we  may  judge  of  the  future  by  the  "liberal 
estimates"  of  the  present,  will  always  be  made  to 
keep  pace  with  any  "excess"  of  revenue  that  may 
accrue. 

Let  me  illustrate  these  conservative  principle* 
which  my  colleague  would  maintain,  and  by  the 
use  of  a  few  facts  and  figures  show  the  effect  they 
will  have-on  the  consumers  of  imports,  who  with  us, 
for  the  most  part,  are  the  producers  of  exports,  and 
who,  at  last,  it  is  conceded,  must  pay  this  insidi- 
ous tax.  The  committee  will  remember  that  the 
imports  of  1840  were  much  lower  than  those  of 
any  other  year  since  1832,  when  they  amounted 
to  only  |101,029,266.  In  1836,  they  reached  to 
|189,980,035.  But  take  the  imports  of  18407 
$104,805,981— a  tariff  of  50  per  cent,  on  that 
amount  would  produce  a  revenue  of  $52,402,990  ! 
Is  my  colleague  willing  to  sustain  k  "compromise" 
that  in  all  probability  will  produce  such  a  revenue? 
Let  us  suppose,  however,  that  the  cash  duties  and 
home  valuation  will  not  increase  this  compromise  20 
per  cent,  to  more  than  25  per  cent.;  even  that  tariff  of 
duties  on  the  unusually  small  importation  of  1840, 
will  yield  to  the  Government  $96,201,495— this 
added  to  $4,000,000  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  will  give  you  $30,201,495  per  annum.  Is 
any  Southern  man  prepared  to  support  a  "compro- 
mise" that  will  throw  this  amount  annually  into  the 
Treasury?  (to  say  say  nothing  of  the  revenue  that 
would  accrue  from  a  tax  of  50  per  cent,  instead  of 
25  per  cent,  upon  an  average  importation  of  one 
hundred  and*  forty  millions?)  This  estimate  is 
made  upon  as  reduced  a  scale  as  any  gentleman 
could  require;  and  even  at  that  rate  we  should 
have,  in  a  short  time,  another  surplus  revenue  to 
scramble  for,  besides  the  burden  it  would  im- 
pose upon  the  people.  The  public  expendi- 
tures have,  for  the  last  few  years,  exceeded 
the  usual  expenses  of  the  Government  in 
consequence  of  the  extraordinary  character  of  the 
exigencies  which  demanded  them,  but  from  causes 
now  in  operation,  as  has  already  been  shown,  we 
have  a  reasonable  expectation  that  they  will  con- 
tinue to  recede  in  amount,  especially  if  the  retrench- 
ment sAvived  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  bis  last  mes- 
sage, and  heretofore  promised  by  the  Whigs,  be  ho- 
nestly and  efficiently  carried  out  by  Congress.  The 
expenditures  for  1841,  for  ordinary  purposes,  are 
estimated  at  $19,250,000;  with  economy  we  may 
hope  to  find  them  in  a  few  years  down  to  $15,000,- 
000,  and  yet,  with  this  prospect  in  view,  my  col- 
league will  support  and  maintain  a  compromise 
which,  at  the  lowest  and  most  reasonable  calcula- 
tion, must  yield,  in  conjunction  with  the  sales  of  the 
public  domain,  at  least  $30,201,475  per  annum. 
Against  supporting  such  a  compromise,  I,  as  a  re- 
presentative, and  as  one  of  the  people  of  Georgia, 
do  most  solemnly  protest. 

The  committee  are  aware  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  has  given  notice,  that  if  the  enact- 
ing clause  of  this  bill  is  stricken  out,  he  will  move 
the  imposition  of  a  tax  on  silks  and  wines,  end  other 
luxuries-,  this,  with  the  other  proposition  to  fax 
linen  fabrics  and  pins,  leaves  no  doubt  on  my  miad 
of  the  settled  determination  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  Whig  party,  in  this  House,  to  fix  upon  the 
next  Administration  the  policy  of  s  high  protective 
tariff.  To  the  tax  on  French  silks  and  wines, 
which  above  all  others  would  be  most  mischievous 
to  the  cotton  and  tobacco  growing  States,  my  col- 
league gives  his  hearty  assent.  Let  us  see  if  that 
assent  comports  with  his  declaration  that  he  was 
opposed  to  a  tariff  for  protection,  and  advocated 
duties  only  for  revenue. 

What  is  the  fact  with  regard  to  the  consumption 


104 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


frefe  mt. 


20TH   C0WG......2lfD  Se8S. 


Treasury  Note  Bill— Mr.  Blacks 


H.ofRep*.a 


of  ailks  at  the  South?  They  have  grown  into  ge- 
■em*,nay  into  almost  universal  use;  they  are  no 
longer  to  be  looked  en  as  ftisiirii*,  at  least  not  as 
luiuries  confined  to  the  use  of-  the  rich.  Almost 
every  man,  poor  or  rich,  in  the  region  where 
I  reside  indulges  his  wife  and  daughter  in  the  use 
of  this  elegant  and  substantial  article.  To  the 
extent  then,  sirjto  which  silks  are  used  at  the  South, 
are  the  cotton  goods  of  Northern  manufactories 
excluded.  The  manufacturer  sharpened  by  his 
interest,  sees  and  feele  this— prompted  by  his  cupi- 
dity, and  regardless  of  our  rights  and  preferences, 
he  is  now  striking  at  the  imports  of  silk  by  attempt- 
ing lo  tax  them  with  a  duty  of  20  percent.  By 
your  existing  laws  they  are  free — oar  farmer*' 
wives  and  daughters,  under  this  free  importation, 
can  afford  to  wear  them  as  well  as  the  wives  and 
daughters  of  the  wealthy  merchants,  or  the  bankers; 
but  raise  the  duty  20  per  cent,  almost  one-fourth  of 
the  valve  of  the  article,  and  tack  on  to  it  cash 
duties,  and  a  home  valuation,  and  you  effectually 
deny  to  the  poor  man  what  the  wealth  of  his  neigh- 
bor may  still  enable  him  to  enjey.  The  manufac- 
turer thus  hopes  to  expel  silks  from  the  South  and 
to  fill  op  the  vacuum  with  hi?  own  cotton  fabric*. 
Strange  to  ray,  this  expulsion  of  silks  has  been 
urged  as  an  "unanswered  and  an  unanswerable 
atgumeni"  why  the  South  should  acquiesce  in  a 
tax  on  wines  and  silks;  that  in  proportion  as  silk 
was  expelled,  the  consumption  of  cotton  would  be 
increased.  This  would  undoubtedly  be  a  hard  ar- 
gument in  the  mouth  of  a  Northern  manufacturer; 
but  when  used  by  a  Southern  man  to  the  Sonth,  the 
reply  is  evident  and  conclusive.  Although  this  ex- 
pulsion of  silk  might  compel  us  to  con&ume  more 
of  the  manufactured  article,!  deny  that  i  twoald  in- 
crease the  consumption  of  the  raw  material,  in 
which  the  prodnceer  is  mainly  interested,  for  even 
as  things  now  are,  the  home  factories  are  fully  eup- 
plied,  and  any  increased  supply  of  the  unwrought 
staple  in  that  quarter  would  glut  the  market,  and  still 
farther  reduce  i's  diminished  value.  In  addition  to 
the  compulsion  upon  which  this  addional  consump- 
tion would  be  based,  it  would  not  only  be  destruc- 
tive of  the  advantages  resulting  from  free  trade, 
but  it  would  be  closing  a  profitable  foreign  market, 
from  whence  our  cotton  is  not  returned  to  us, 
and  substituting  therefor  a  less, profitable  mar- 
ket at  the  North  from  which  we  should  receive 
payment  for  the  raw  material  in  the  Fame  commo- 
dity wrought  up,  being  made  to  pay,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  profits  of  the  manufacturer.  Is  not  this 
a  "protection"  of  Northern  manufacturers  at  the 
expense  of  our  constituents?  And  yet  my  colleague 
is  willing  to  lend  his  aid  to  a  measure  which  will 
surely  effect  it.  So  we  see  that  pro/#mon,  at  least 
in  this  case,  is  one  thing,  and;  practice  quite  an 
other. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  tax  on  wioes  and  silks  is  a 
blow  struck  direcily  at  the  South—- at  the  cotton 
•  and  tobacco  growing  States.  By  the  treaty  of  Pa- 
ris, concluded  in  1831,  a  system  of  commercial  re- 
ciprocity was  established  between  the  French  and 
this  country  highly  beneficial  to  both  parties,  and 
injurious  to  no  one.  Under  that  treaty  our  com- 
merce with  France,  which  before  was  comparative- 
ly limited,  extended  itself  rapidly,  and  was  main- 
tained principally  by  the  experts  of  Southern  cot- 
ton. For  a  period  of  five  years  past  oar  exports  to 
French  ports  have  varied,  in  round  numbers,  from 
eighteen  millions  to  twenty  millions  per  annum,  of 
which  the  exports  of  cotton  alone  amounted  to  be- 
tween thirteen. and  seventeen  millions  annually,  the 
balance  being  of  tobacco  and  rice.  Now,  instead 
of  sending  back  to  us,  as  the  English  do,  the  greater 
part  of  this  cotton,  in  wrought  goods,  and  thus  sad- 
dling us  as  consumers  with  alt  the  intermediate  ex- 
penses accruing  on  the  commodity  from  its  produc- 
tion to  its  consumption,  the  French  return  to  us 
ortly  about  one  million  of  cotton  manufactures  an- 
nually, nearly  the  whole  balance  being  paid  to  us 
in  silks  and  wines.  They  then  consume  among 
themselves,  one  year  with  another,  an  average  of 
quite  fifteen  millions  of  Southern  cotton,  to  say  no- 
thing of  rice  and  tobacco,  for  which,  as  I  said  be- 
fore, they  pay  us  with  their  silks  and  wines.  Now, 
put  a  tax  of  20  per  cent  on  these  articles,  and  cou- 
ple with  it,  as  you  mutt,  if  you  maintain  the  com- 
promise act,  cash  duties  and  a  home  valuation,  and 


what  do  500  effect?  Why,  you  close  up  this  out- 
let for  our  cotton  >y  taxing,  almost  to  prohibition, 
the  very  articles  with  which  atone  the  French  can 
pay  us  for  our  raw  material.  What  further  do  you 
effect?  Why,  you  throw  back  annually  upon 
the  bands  of  the  planters  $15,000,000  worth  of 
their  cotton.  France  cannot  buy  it;  England  is 
supplied  without  it,  and,  moreover,  is  preparing  to 
grow  her  own  cotton;  you  have  stifl-d  the  fo- 
reign- market  by  your  legislation,  and  the  Northern 
weaver  steps  in  and  buys  it  at  five  or  six  cents  per 
pound.  A  propitious  Mate  of  affairs  for  the  farmer  I 
But,  notwithstanding,  my  colleague  is  wil  iog,  not 
only  to  maintain  the  compromise,  but  to  tax  wines 
and  silks,  at  the  su* gestion  of  one  of  the  rankest 
tariff*  men  in  this  House. 

Again,  sir,  in  proportion  as  you  depress  the  com- 
merce of  Fiance,  the  friend  and  supporter  of  our 
colonial  struggles  for  liberty  and  a  national  exist- 
ence, you  elevate  that  of  Great  Britain.  These 
two  nations  are  the  only  great  rival*  tor  our  trade; 
and  while  I  would  extend  the  principles  of  free 
irate,  upon  the  broad  ground  of  jus!  ice  and  cquauty, 
to  our  Saxen  forefathers,  1  would  certainly  do  no- 
thing to  swell  her  commercial  importance  over  the 
just  claims  of  our  first  friend  aud  ancient  ally. 
England  at  this  moment  is  pervading  the  whole 
earth.  She  is  stretching  her  grasping  and  power- 
ful arm  over  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe.  Eu- 
rope, Asia,  Africa,  and  America  are  the  objects  of 
her  towering'and  insatiate  ambition.  She  has  co- 
lonized India;  she  is  pushing  her  trade  with  the 
Celestial  Empire  "by  the  grace  of  God  and  gun- 
powder;11 she  is  dictating  terms  to  beltigerant  thrones 
and  rebellious  viceroy?;  she  is  openly  attempting 
to  dismember  one  of  the  sovere  gu  States  of  this 
Union,  and  she  is  silently  erecting  her  standard 
upon  our  territory  at  the  mou'h  of  the  Oregon. 
Nay,  sir,  pretending  to  suppress  the  slave  trade  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  she  has  receotly  boarded  and 
searched,  under  circumstances  of  insult  and  aggra- 
vation, aa  American  merchantman,  bearing  "the 
broad  strip?*  and  proud  stars*'  of  these  independent 
and  United  States,  Her  Minister  near  this  Go- 
vernment has  recently  avouched  the  act  of  a  British 
subject  which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  the 
lives  and  properly,  within  our  own  limit?,  of  the 
citizens  of  New  York.  With  these  facts  staring 
us  in  the  face,  with  this  long  account  unsettled  be- 
tween us  and  this  marauding  power,  is  there  an 
American  statesman  on  this  floor  who  is  ready  to 
lend  our  legislation,  however  indirectly,  to  British 
interest?,  at  the  expense  not  only  of  our  own  peo- 
ple, but  of  the  French  nation,  our  old  and  well 
tried  friends?  Sir,  I  address  myself  to  the  South; 
England  has  taken  her  stand  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Abolitionists;  the  proceedings  of  the  World's  Con- 
vention in  London,  at  wh  ch  Prince  Albert,  the 
personal  representative  of  the  Glueen,  presided,  are 
proof  sufficient  for  us  that  she  waits  but  a  time 
and  an  opportunity  to  invade  our  rights,  and 
rob  03  of  our  property.  The  English  are  nuk- 
ing strenuous  efforts  to  supplant  the  great  six- 
pie  of  the  South  by  settling  cotton  plantat'ons 
in  the  East  Indies — if  sh?  succeeds  she  will 
glut  her  own  markets  with  her  own  produce,  and 
the  main  source  of  our  wealth  and  prosperity  will 
be  forever  closed  up.  She  is  thus  grasping  ditectly 
at  our  slaves — if  she  fails  in  the  open  attempt,  she 
is  still  endeavoring  secretly  and  insidiously  to  de- 
stroy the  va'ue  of  our  property  by  taking  away 
from,  us  the  foreign  market  for  oor^taple  produc- 
tion. Are  the  countrymen  of  La  Fay e tie  tngasrd 
in  such  a  crusade  against  us?  Shall  we  deal  a  blow 
at  the  Southern  people,  by  striking  at  their  com- 
merce with  France,  when  the  comparison  stands, 
as  I  have  stated  it,  between  that  Government  and 
England?  Let  my  constituent  consult  their  rights 
and  interests,  and  then  answer  these  qurs  ions.  I  ask 
no  legislation  in  behalf  of  France;  I  only  claim  that 
our  trade  with  that  country  be  let  alone — that  my 
constituents  may  be  allowed  to  send  the  produce  of 
their  labor  where  and  to  whom  they  please.  This 
they  will  do,  and  you  had  better  save  your  credit 
and  our  rights  by  [.conceding  what,  in  a  certain 
event,  we  will  take,  by  the  help  of  "ihe  great  con- 
servative principle." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  may  not  repeat  the  identical 


words  of  my  colleague,  but  the  substance  of  what 
he  said  about  the  Tariff  will  long  be  remembered 
by  me.  It  was  noticed  by  every  one  around  me,  par* 
ticularly  by  ^ he  Democrats,  as  a  most  extraordinary 
speech  for  a  Southern  man  to  make  any  where,  but 
more  especially  in  the  presence  of  tariff  men, 
and  Northern  manufacturers.    I  never  heard  a 
speech  more  thoroughly  imbued,  in  my  opinio*, 
with  the  principles  of  proVeitoaand  (rucrininiuVt, 
than  the  remarks  of  that  gentleman  as  they  were 
delivered  to  this  Home.    How  they  will  appear  oa 
paper,  I  cannot  say— I  only  speak  of  my  impres- 
sion from  what  I  heard.    He  said  substantially,  if 
not  in  htc  verba,  that  formerly  the  people  of  Geor- 
gia were  rabid  on  the  tariff  question— that  it  bad 
qeen  a  mad-dog  cry  among  us.    He  remembered 
the  time  when  any  man  who  ventured  to  speak 
in  favor  of  a  tariff  would  be  withered  by  the  indig- 
nation of  the  people  of  Georgia;  but,  »aid  he,  mat 
day  has  past,  "thanks  to  the  events  of  the  bstraavncr.'" 
Now  the  intelligence  of  his  constituents  enabled 
them  to  think  and  speak  calmly  upon  that  subject." 
Ah?  the  events  of  the  last  summer— have  they 
wrought    this    marvellous  "change!"     Have  me 
events  of  the  last  summer  cast  an  oblivion  on  the 
old  antipathies  of  the  people  of  Georgia?   Sir,  is 
the  name  of  the  people  of  that  State,  I  demy  me 
assertion,  and  all  the  deductions  that  may  be  draws 
therefrom.    What  changes  those  events  may  have 
made  in  the  gentleman,  I  cannot  divine;  bnt  this 
much  I  can  say,  that,  from  present  appearance*,  he 
has  not  only  lost  his  old  horror  of  a  tariff,  bat  he  has 
ventured  to  walk  boldly  up  to  the  monster.  Eetm 
now  look  it  coolly  and  calmly  in  the  face;  nay,  he 
even  darts  to  touch  and  handle  it  withoai  any  ap- 
parent concern.    Ere  long,  sir,  he  may  have  "hi* 
foot  in  the  stirrup  and  his  hand  on  the  mane," 
Well,  that  honorable  gentleman  certainty  has  a 
right  to  mount  what  hobby  he  pleases— provided  be 
rides  in  bis  individual  capacity;  but  in  his  official 
character  1  protest  against  ihe  course  he  has  thought 
proper  to  pursue*    At  this  critical  juncture,  whea 
every  thing  is  portentous  of  "change?  when  we 
have  an  evidence  of  change  before  us  in  the  speech 
I  have  just  adverted  to,  it   behooves  no  man  from 
Georgia  to  be  silent.    Where  are  my  colleagues? 
They  are  shortly  to  be  my  representatives,  and 
I  have  a  right,  as  it  in  my  interest,  to  know  their 
present  position  upon  all  the  great  questions  (paruV 
cularly  on  the  tariff  question)  which  have  been  agi- 
tated in  this  debate.    I  therefore  invite  ibemio 
come  out — to  speak  plainly  and  openly,  and  quiet 
the  hopes  and  fears  of  those  whose  interests  are 
confided  to  their  hands. 

Upon  the  tariff  question,  the  people  whom  1 1* 
present  "are  now  where  they  ever  have  been, in* 
where  they  ever  mean  to  be,"  If  luxuries  are  to  b* 
taxed  let  it  be  done  indiscriminately,  and  if  an? 
change  is  to  be  made  in  our  revenue  la ws,  let  til 
the  imports  of  this  country  be  taxed  equally— ao 
discrimination — no  protection.  If  any  imports 
must  be  admitted  duty  free,  let  the  sugar,  salt,  iron, 
melas*e<,  coarse  woollens  and  coarse  coitoas— tae 
absolute  necessaries  of  life,  be  relieved,  tad  let  the 
revenue  raised  be  sufficient  only  for  an  economical 
administration  of  the  Government.  With  this  sort 
of  a  tariff,  and  with  no  other,  (notwithstandiax 
the  events  of  thA  last  summer)  will  the  people  of 
Georgia  be  satisfied.  It  they  supported  General  Har- 
rison, and  inadvertently  brought  certain  of  his  friends 
into  power,  they  assuredly  aid  not  do  so  with  the  re- , 
morest  expectation  that  a  protective  discriminating* 
riff,  either  open,  or  disguised  as  a  tax  on  luxuries,*!* 
to  be  fastened  on  them.  And  when  they  find  roit 
such  a  result  is  likely  to  follow  "the  events  eft* 
leet  snmmer,"  another  "ctoig*"*may  come  over  the 
spirit  of  my  colleague's  dream. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  no  vain  regrets  for  the 
past;  but  let  us  look  to  the  future,  and  watch  closely 


as  a  representative  ef  the  people,  I  sound  the  alarm. 
In  doing  so,  I  have  dene  my  duty;  and  come  what 
may  of  it,  I  shall  always  be  consoled  by  there- 
collection  that  I  have  suffered  no  personal  feebntj 
to  deter  me  from  my  post  when  I  had  nougat* 
face  bat  a  victorious  and  ovexwhelmmgeneaiy. 


Feb.  184  J. 
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SPEECH  OF  MIL  BLACK, 

OF  GEORGIA. 
it  tko  Bouu  of  JUpriunUtxoe**  February  9,  1841— 

la  Committee  of  the  Whole  (in  reply  to  Mr. 

Giddirgs  of  Ohio,)  on  the  Pension  bill,  and  the 

amendment  thereto  appropriating  $100,000  for 

removal  of  the  Indians  from  Florida. 

Mr.  BLACK  addressed  the  Committee  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  bad  hoped  to  be  permitted  to 
devote  myself  peaceably  and  quietly  to  the  per- 
formance of  my  official  da  ties  daring  ihe  short  pe- 
riod of  lime  that  remains  of  my  public  service.  I 
did  not  expect,  when  I  concluded  my  speech  a  few 
days  since  on  the  Treasury  Note  bill,  to  be  called 
up  so  soon  to  defend  my  constituents  against  a  most 
wanton  and  outrageous  attack.  I  did  not  dream 
there  was  a  man  on  this  floor  who  would  dare 
to  advance,  in  the  face  of  an  American  Congress, 
and  in  it*  presence  of  my-  colleagues,  charges  so 
false  and  calumnious  as  those  which  were  delibe- 
rately ottered  in  this  House,  yesterday,  against  the 
people  of  Georgia,  by  ths  member  from  Ohio. 
For  three  long  hours  did  that  member  [Mr. 
Giddivgs]  impose  bioifelf  upon  your  on  willing 
ear; in  the  delivery  of  a  violent,  inflammato- 
ry, '  Abolition  speech,  in  which  he  distinctly 
charged  the  infamous  crime  of  negro  Healing  upon 
.  the  people  whom  I  represent.  Abolition,  anti- 
slavery,  human  rights,  the  oppressed  African,  Flo- 
rida blood  hounds,  and  all  the  miserable  cant  which 
■takes  up  the  sum  total  of  a  modern  philanthropist, 
were  the  chief  theme  and  burden  of  his  song. 
Upon  a  bill  providing  a  scanty  subsistence  for  the 
feeble  and  suffering  remnant  of  our  Revolutionary 
soldiers,  this  crafty  and  daring  Abolitionist,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  91st  rule  of  the  House,  and  of  all 
parliamentary  oidef,  has  managed  to  ingraft  an 
open  and  violent  attack  upon  the  institutions  of 
the  Sooth.  What  availed  it,  Mr.  Chairman,  when 
I  stopped  him  and  told  him  that  his  assertions  were 
pwipakit  f*Uekood$%  Why,  sir,  it  passed  him  as  the 
idle  wind;  and  although  my  colleague  [Mr.  Haber- 
sham,] my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Colonel 
Campbell,]  and  myself  repeatedly  called  him  to 
order,  he  was  as  repeated  Jy  pronounced  to  be  in 
order  by  the  Chair.  1  do  not  make  this  allusion  to 
question  the  decision  of  the  Cbair,  for  so  long  as  he 
refrained  from  actually  presenting  an  Abolition  pe- 
tttion,  he  certainly  did  not  violate  the  Utter  of  the 
rule,  which  prohibits  their  reception;  and  as  for 
"relevancy  of  debate,*1  that  has  long  since  been 
banished  from  this  hall.  I  only  desire  to  remind 
yon  and  the  committee  that  Southern  gentlemen 
bad  no  agency  in  pushing  this  exciting  topic  into 
the  House.  So  far  from  it,  we  did  every  thing  in 
our  power,  short  of  violence  and  indecorum,  to  ar- 
rest the  inccndiaiy  harangue,  whxh  we  foresaw 
most  end  in  exeltement  and  reply. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  Black,  we  committed  an  egregious 
error  in  the  outset,  by  permitting  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  propose 
an  amendment  to  a  pension  bill,  by  tacking  to  it  a 
measure  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  nothing  less  than 
an  acknowledgment  of  our  inability  to  whip  the 
Indians  out  of  Florida.  I  will  vote  for  no  f  100,000 
to  buy  up  our  peace  from  ihe  Seminole  warriors.  I 
am  willing  aad  anxious  to  do  every  thing  which 
comports  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  ibis  Govern- 
ment, for  the  relief  of  the  suffering  people  of  that 
doomed  Territory.  If  tho  money  is  wanted  to  re- 
double your  forces—- if  I  could  be  assured  it  would 
be  expended  in  exterminating  these  savage  hell 
hounds  from  that  ill-fated  land,  and  in  offering 
them  np  as  a  sacrafice  to  appease  the  blood  which 
cries  aloud  from  every  hearth  stone  in  Florida,  I 
would  freely  and  joyfully  give  it.  But  I  would 
sooner  see  roe  whole  Territory  abandoned  by  its  in- 
habitants, and  sunk  in  the  Atlantic  ocean,  than  vote 
one  dollar  to  propitiate  those  whom  we  ought  to 
conquer. 

Whatever,  sir,  we  may  think  of  this  proposition, 
we  committed  an  error  by  receiving  it,  in  the  first 
place,  which  yon  cannot  now  retrieve  without  do- 
ing injustice  to  those  whoso  rights  have  been:  assail- 


ed, and  to  it  we  aw  indebted  for  this  insulting  and 
wanton  attack.  Under  cover  oC  this  irrelative 
^  amendment,  the  Abolitionist  has  waked  abroad 
with  a  blazing  torch  in  his  hand,  ready  to  light  np 
the  path  of  "toman  rights"  by  the  conflagration  of 
our  peaceful  dwelling.*.  I  have  no  id?a  that  the 
gentleman  ftom  South  Carolina  anticipated  such  a 
result;  from  that  suspicion  I  wholly  discharge  him. 
What  human  intelligence  could  have  foreseen  that 
an  Abolition  speech  could  be  made  upon  a  propo- 
sition to  vote  money  to  remove  the  Indians?  And 
yet  it  has  been  done.  The  member  from  Ohio  has 
managed,  in  defiance  of  the  feelings  of  the  Chair 
and  the  House,  to  go  on  his  way  rejoicing  in  his 
love  for  the  negro,  and  his  ha'red  for  the  white 
man.  He  was  not  content  with  inuendoes  and 
vague  declamation  about  the  rights  of  the  enslaved 
African— he  pointed  directly  at  the  people  of  Flo- 
rida and  Georgia — he  particularized  transaction?, 
and  alluded  to  citizens  of  Georgia  as  actor*  in  them; 
and  then,  in  close  connection  with  those  allusions, 
he  descanted  upon  the  crime  of  'Sterro  dealing"  in 
such  a  way  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  application 
he  would  make  of  his  slanderous  charge.  Sir,  I 
understood  bim;  every  man  in  this  House  under- 
stood him.  It  was  too  plain  to  be  concealed — nay, 
betook  no  .pains  to  conceal  it — that  his  speech, 
which  he  says  was  prepared  long  since,  was  intended 
as  a  regular,  systematic  attack  upon  slavery  and 
the  slaveholder;  and  all'  this  ke  built  up  on 
his  populate  that  "negro  steeling"  vans  the  prime 
caute  of  the  Florida  war.  I  oannotv  sit 
still  nnder  such  a  speech;  I  cannot  permit  any  man 
even  to  allude,  with  impunity,  to  my  constituents, 
or  any  portion  of  them,  as  men  who  would  act  in 
derogation  ef  the  high  principles  of  honor,  morafity, 
or  religion.  After  the  display  we  have  had,  I 
should  be  faithless  to  the  trust  reposed  in  my  hands, 
if  I  failed  to  hurt  back  upon  the  slanderer  the 
calumny  he  would  fasten  on  the  people  of  Georgia. 
Lei  other  gentlemen  pursue  what  course  they  please, 
I  intend  to  reply  to  this  attack  in  my  own  way.  I 
will  no  longer  stand  upon  my  dignity,  as  we  have 
been  too  much  in  the  babit  of  doing  when  Abolition 
was  the  theme  I  will  no  longer  treat  our  assailants 
with  silence  and  contempt.  Whatever  may  be  my 
opinion  of  the  men,  as  an  individual,  I  am  con- 
strained to  notice  him  here,  because  he  represents  a 
population  of  forty  thousand  sou's;  that  gives  him 
importance;  and  if,  as  we  are  bound  to  admit  until 
the  contrary  be  shown,  he  truly  represents  his 
constituents  on  this  subject,  it  is  time  that  he  should 
not  only  be  noticed,  but  promptly  repelled.  Let 
him  not  mtbtjke  me:  I  do  not  mean  to  argue  the 
abstract  qaestion  of  slavery  with  bim,  nor  will  I 
discuss  the  question  of  Southern  slavery  in  any  of 
its  aspects.  Upon  that  subject  I  have  been  in- 
structed by  my  constituents,  parttcu'arly  by  the  in- 
telligent and  patriotic  men  of  my  own  county. 
They  have  told  me  that  their  slaves  were  their  own; 
that  on  this  subject  I  shall  bold  no  argument  with 
Abolitionists;  and  that  if  one  of  these  fanatics 
should  dare  to  present  himself  within  the  limits  of 
tbeir  connty,  (Scriven,)  they  are  pledged  to  bring 
him  to  a  speedy  and  condign  punishment.  And, 
sir,  they  are  men  who  have  never  yet  failed  to  re- 
deem their  pledges,  at  whatever  peril.  Yes,  sir,  if 
that  member  will  go  to  the  county  where  I  reside, 
or  to  any  other  county  in  the  Sate  of  Georgia,  and 
dare  to  utter  but  half  of  what  he  said  here  yester- 
day, be  would  most  certainly  be  subjected  to  the 
infliction  of  Lynch  law,  and  be  might  be  happy  if 
he  escaped  at  that. 

[Mr.  Giddtngs  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
hoped  never  to  be  founS  among  such  people  ] 

Yes,  sir,  I  admit  that  discretion  in  soch  a  case 
would  be  more  ^fe  than  zeal  or  valor;  for  I  assure 
the  member  if  he  ever  comes  among  us,  and  dares  to 
utter  such  sentiments  a?)  he  delivered  on  this  floor, 
we  would  give  him  an  elevation  of  which  be  little 
dreams.  Now  let  him  put  that  down  in  his  book, 
ant  tell  it  at  his  "indignation  meeting*"  when  he 
goes  home. 

When  we  decline  to  argue  the  qaestion  of 
"Southern  tlantry"  on  this  floor,  it  is  not  because 
we  are  afraid  of  the  discussion.  We  feel  and 
know  that  we  are  fortified  on  that  subject  not  only 
by  the  practice  and  example  of  the  world,  but  by 
the  precepts  of  PJvine  law.    But  will  a  man  stop 


to  argue  wah  an  incendiary  "who  is  about  to  stick 
a  lighted  torch  to  bis  dwelling?  Will  you  waste 
words  in  a  dissertation  on  justice  and  honesty  when 
the  ibi<  f  has  his  hand  in  your  pocket?  Besides,  we 
are  tired  of  all  this  talk-,  it  is  sickening  and  disgust- 
ing to  those  whom  it  does  not  inflame.  I  say  to 
this  member,  whose  fellow-feeling  makes  him  so 
wondrous  kiad  to  the  negro— Cease  your  petitioning 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade, 
against  the  admission  of  Florida,  and  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texa*.  Watte  no  more  words,  and  if  yon 
really  think  you  can  effect  your  darling  purpose  of 
robbing  us  of  our  property,  come  and  try  it.  We 
do  not  seek  it,  but  we  are  ready  for  the  conflict. 
We  will  not  meet  you  then  with  "paper  bullets  of 
the  brain,"  but  we  will  give  you  a  reception  that 
shall  touch  your  fellings,  and  in  that  way  we  will 
convince  your  judgment  much  more  effectually 
than  any  argument  we  could  address  to  your  intel- 
ligence here. 

Bat,  Mr.  chairman,  whi'e  I  will  not  argue  the 
"abstract  que*liony"  I  will  meet  the  member  on  bis 
own  ground.  I  will  no  longer  content  myself  with 
a  mere  defence;  I  will  carry  the  war  into  Africa, 
and  charge  our  invaders  in  their  own  camp.  Yes, 
sir,  I  will  show  from  extracts,  which  I  shall  pre- 
sently read  from  a  pamphlet  written  by  the  Aboli- 
tionist, Jay,  that  theswXender  hearted,  canting  phi- 
lanthropic, who  come  here  and  whine  so  piteonsly 
over  the  "down  trodden  slave,*'  are  the  veriest  hy- 
pocrites on  the  face  of  the  earth— that  the  claims 
and  professions  which  they  arc  eternally  ringing  in 
our  ears  in  behalf  of  the  negro,  on  this  floor  and  in 
tbeir  newspapers,  areas  far  different  from  their  own 
practices  at  home  as  the  poles  are  asunder.  I  will 
show  that  they  soy  one  thing  and  do  another.  I 
will  show  that  while  they  claim  of  us  to  liberate 
our  slaves  and  give  mem  all  the  rights,  privileges 
and  liberties  of  freemen,  instead  of  practising  their 
precepts  at  home  themselves,  they  actually  deny  to 
their  negroes,  whom  they  have  nominally  freed,  all 
the  "human  righto"  about  which  they  talk  so  feel- 
ingly to  up.  And  this  I  will  prove  from  their  own 
record. 

I  have  nothing  to  say  to  those  gentlemen  on  this 
floor  and  elsewhere,  who  let-  ns  and  ours  alone— 
who  do  not  disturb  the  peace  of  the  country  by 
agitating  the  subject  of  abolition— and  who  keep 
their  opinions  to  themselves,  and  recognise  our 
constitutional  right  to  our  slaves.  They  are  guil- 
ty of  no  false  professionsjat  least  so  far  as  we  are 
concerned;  nor  do  they  make  any  extravagant 
claims  on  us.  They  have  nothing  to  do  with  sla- 
very am,  nor  do  they  meddle  with  it  in  the  South, 
nor  do  they  insult  S3utkern  gentleman  by  abus- 
ing and  vilifying  their  constituents  as  kid- 
nappers, and  dealers  iu  human  flesh  and 
blood.  With  their  professions  and  practice  I 
have  nothing  to  do.  I  will  not  even  utter 
an  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  impropriety 
of  their  treatment  of  the  negroes  resident  among 
them.  That  is  their  own  matter,  so  long  as  they 
do  not  interfere  with  our  practices  and  domestic  in- 
stitutions. It  is  only  to  those  who  would  override 
the  Constitution  of  the  country,  who  would  invade 
our  rights  of  property,  and  who  would  compel  us 
to  elevate  our  slaves  to  the  condition  and  pri- 
vileges of  freemen,  (hat  I  read  these  extracts,  to 
prove  the  inconsistency  between  their  profes- 
sions, tbeir  claims  on  us,  and  their  practices  at 
home..  Let  me  not  be  told  that  the  anti-dboUiionuU 
at  the  North  have  tho  power,  and  are  answerable  for 
ibb  treatment  of  the  negroes  among  them.  I  hold 
thtm  to  no.  answer:  that  portion  of  our  Northern 
brethren  have  not  exposed  themselves  to  be  ques- 
tioned on  thejsnbject;  they  have  not  laid  themselves 
liable  to  be  charged  by  me  with. inconsistency— 
because  they  repudiate,  publicly  and  privately,  all 
interference  with  the  concerns  of  the  South  in  this 
regard;  bes?de%  it  is  not  the  fact  that  the  anti-Abo- 
litionists control  public  opinion  and  the  "customs 
of  society1'  in  all  the  towns  and  districts  of  the 
North  and  Bast.  And  as  for  the  power  of  majori- 
ties, I  ask,  where  is  the  power  of  the  vast  majori- 
ties that  returned,  not  only  the  member  from  Ohio,  . 
[Mr.  Giooinos,}  but  his  fellow  laborer  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  Sladb,]  aad  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Jambs,]  and  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  *nd  many  other  hq/i 
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fiorable  members  to  whom  I  could  point  on  this 
floor,  rf  yon  say  the  Abolitionists  are  not  to 
blame  for  the  treatment  of  negroes  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  States,  because  they  are  a  minority,  I 
ask  again,  where  slumbers  the  power  of  those  ma 
jorities  to  which  I  hare  pointed?  If  their  majori- 
ties do  not  extend  over  the  State*  where  they  exist,at 
least  they  extend  over  the  Congressional  districts  from 
which  these  gentlemen  are  returned;  and  if  thejfr 
cannot  control  the  legislation  of  the  whole  State, 
they  certainly  are  competent  to  model  their  own 
society,  and  give  a  tone  and  direction  to  public 
opinion  within  the  limits  of  their  private  circles, 
which  are  sufficiently  wide  to  afford  an  asylum 
for  their  favorite  and  oppressed  people.  Many, 
nay  most  of  the  oppressions  of  which  this  aboli- 
tion author  complains,  are  wholly  independent  of 
legislation,  and  depend  entirely  upon  public  opinion 
in  their  counties  ax»d  towns,  and  upon  the  "customs 
ofsociety."  On  the  other  hand  let  no  man  suppose 
that  I  complain  of  this  treatment  of  the  negro.  No, 
air,  it  is  not  my  business  to  interfere  in  that  matter 
at  all;  /  only  seize  on  the  foot  as  U  stands  stated  fry  en 
Abolitionist,  and  hold  it  up  in  contra*  with  their 
clams  en  the  South,  end  their  professions.  The  only 
complaint  I  have  against  these  fanatics  is,  not  their 
relations  with  their  own  negroes,  but  their  presump- 
tuous attempts  to  interfere  m  our  domestic  relations. 
They  might  treat  their  own  negroes  as  they  please — 
free  or  enslave  them,  elevate  or  oppress  them,  and 
we  should  never  open  onr  mouths  about  it;  but  when 
k  they  volunteer  to  regulate  our  conduct  to  onr  slaves, 
they  give  me  a  right,  which  I  shall  exercise,  of 
exhibiting  them  as  men  who  have  neither  principle 
nor  consistency,  as  men  who  are  willing  and 
anxious  to  impose  on  their  neighbors,  that  which 
they  will  not  take  practically  to  themselves.  It  is  to 
these  violent  abolition  crusaders,  then,  who  have 
the  power  in  their  own  neighborhoods  to  elevate  the 
condition  of  their  negroes,  and  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  taunting  the  South  wiih  slavery,  and  10 
no  one  else,  that  I  make  tfce  charge  of  inconsis- 
tency and  hypocrisy.  And  for  that  purpose, 
with  the  permission  of  the  House,  I  will  /proceed 
to  read,  from  a  pamdhlet  written  by  Mr.  Jay. 

The  author  classes  the  disabilities  of  the  free 
negroes  in  the  non-slavehoiding  States  under  ten 
heads:  1st.  "  Exclusion  from  thb  ilbctive  fran- 
chise." 2d.  Denial  op  the  right  of  locomo- 
tion. 3d.  Denial  of  the  right  of  petition. 
4th.  Exclusion  from  the  armt  and  militia.  5th. 
Exclusion  from  all  participation  in  the  admi- 
nistration op  justice.  6tb.  Impediments  to 
education.  7th.  Impediments  to  religious  in- 
struction. 8th.  Impediments  to  honest  indus- 
try. 9tb.  Liability  to  be  seized  and  treated 
as  slaves.  10ih.  Subjects  to  iskult  and  out- 
sage.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  Mr.  Jay  charges 
and  attributes,  all  these  exclusions,  impediments 
and  liabilities,  to  the  Abolitionists  themselves;  con- 
stantly, using  in  the  course  of  nis  remarks  the  pro- 
nouns Miot"  and  "our."  He  an  Abolitionist, 
writing  to  Abolitionists,  charges  himself  and  his 
co-laborers  with  what,  in  his  eye,  is  a  crying  sin, 
and  to  my  apprehension  is  glaring  ineonns/eitcy, 
and  consummate  hypocrity. 

He  says  in  his  pretax* tory  remarks,  speaking  of 
prejudice  against  color: 

"Were  we  to  inquire  into  the  geography  of  this  prejudice,  we 
should  find  thai  the  localities  in  which  It  attaina  iia  rankett  (ox* 
uriance,  are  not  the  rice  swam  pa  of  Georgia,  nor  the  sugar  fields 
of  Louisiana,  but  tfie  hills  and  valleys  of  New  England,  and  ihe 

Erairies  of  Ohkrj  it  is  a  fact  of  acknowleJged  notoriety,  that 
owever  severe  may  be  tbe  laws  against  colored  people  at  the 
South,  the  prejudice  against  (heic  persons  is  far  weaker  than 
among  ourselves.11 

"We  turn  to  the  free  States,  where  slavery  has  not  directly 
steeled  our  hearts  against  human  suffering,  and  where  no  sup* 
posed  danger  of  insurrection  affords  a  pretext  for  keeping  the 
free  blacks  in  ignorance  and  degradation;  and  we  ask,  what  is 
the  character  ofthe  prejudice  against  color  her  el  Let  the  Her. 
Mr.  Bacon,  of  Connecticut,  answer  the  question.  This  gentle- 
men, ma  vindication  of  the  Colonization  Society,  assures  us, 
TheSoodra  is  not  farther  separated  from  the  Brahim  in  regard 
to  all  hJs  privileges,  civil,  inellectual,  and  moral,  than  the  ne- 

Sro  from  the  white  man  by  the  prejudices  which  remili  from  the 
ifference  made  between  item  by  the  Goo  or  Nature." 

If  we  are  to  believe  Mr.  Jay,  the  member  from 
Ohio  and  all  his  fellow-laborers  entertain  a  deep- 
rooted,  implacable  "prrjtsdics  against  color,"  and  yet 
he  won  Id  impose  on  us  the  very  thing  he  so  strenu- 
ously rtjeeta,    Wb*t  even-banded  justice} 


Now,  let  us  see  how  these  advocates  of 
rights*  practise  on  the  right  of  suffrage.  The  author 
proceeds 

].   OSNHKAL  BXGLtrSlOM  PROM  THB  BLSOTXVI  FRAKCHtSB. 

"Were  this  exclusion  founded  on  the  want  of  property,  or  any 
other  qualification  deemed  essential  to  the  judicious  exercise  of 
the  franchise,  it  would  afford  no  just  cause  of  complaint;  but  it 
is  founded  solely  on  the  color  of  the  skin,  and  Is  therefore  irra- 
tional and  unjust.  That  taxation  and  representation  should  be 
inseparable,  was  one  of  the  axioms  of  the  fatheis  of  our  Revolu- 
tion; and  one  of  the  reasons  they  assigned  for  their  revolt  from 
the  crown  of  Britain.  But  now,  it  is  deemed  a  mark  of  fanati- 
cism to  complain  of  the  disfranchisement  of  a  whole  race,  while 
they  remain  subject  to  the  burden  of  taxation.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  of  the  thirteen  original  flutes,  only  t wo  were  so  re- 
creant to  the  principles  of  the  Revolution,  as  to  make  a  white 
skin  a  qualification  for  suffrage.  But  the  prejudice  has  grown 
with  our  growth,  and  strengthened  with  our  strength;  an*  it  is 
believed  that  in  every  State  Constitution  subsequently  formed 
or  revised,  r«xceptiog  those  of  Vermont  and  Maine,  and  the  re- 
vised Constitution  of  MaasachusettsJ  the  crime  of  a  dark  com- 
plexion has  been  punished,  by  debarring  its  possessor  from  all 
approach  to  the  ballot-box.  The  necessary  effect  of  this  pro- 
scription in  aggravating  the  oppression  and  degradation  or  the 
colored  inhabitants,  must  be  obvious  to  all  who  call  to  mind  the 
solicitude  manifested  by  demagogues,  and  office  seekers,  and 
law  makers,  to  propitiate  the  good  will  of  all  who  have  votes  to 
bestow.'* 

2.  DBMIAL  OP  THB  KIOBT  OF  LOCOMOTION. 

"The  Connecticut  Black  Act,  prohibiting,  under  heavy  pe- 
nalties, the  introduction  of  any  colored  person  from  another 
Stale,  ie  well  known,"  % 

This  law  tbe  author  says  was  repealed  after  be- 
ing suffered  to  remain  on  tbe  statute  book  for 
many  years;  but  he  complains  loudly  of  an  Ohio 
law,  (in  tbe  enactment  of  which  perhaps  the  gen- 
tleman participated,)  "intended  to  prevent  colored 
citizens  of  other  States  from  removing  into 
Ohio,"  unless  they  "find  within  twenty  days  two 
freehold  sureties  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars 
for  their  good  behavior,  and  likewise  for  their  main- 
tenance," and  in  default  thereof  he  is  to  be  re- 
moved by  the  overseers  of  the  poor;  and  if  any  per- 
son "harbors1*  emigrants  who  have  not  complied 
with  the  above  requisitions,  he  or  she  is  subjected  to 
a  heavy  pecuniary  penalty,  and  made  liable  for 
ihe  future  maintenance  of  the  "negroes  or  mu- 
lattoes." 

"In  1829,  a  very  general  effort  was  made  to  enforce  this  law, 
and  about  one  thousand  free  blacks  net*  in  consequence  of  it 
driven  out  of  the  State,  and  sought  a  refuge  in  tbe  more  free 
and  Christian  country  of  Canada.  Previous  to  their  departure, 
they  sent  a  deputation  to  the  Governor  of  the  Upper  Province 
of  Canada,  to  know  if  they  would  be  admitted,  and  received 
from  Sir  Ja*.  Colebrook  this  rgply:  'Tell  tbe  Republicans 
on  your  side  of  the  tine,  that  we  TtoyaJists  do  not  know  men 
by  their  color.  Should  you  come  to  us,  you  will  be  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  of  the  rest  of  his  Majestv'a  subjects »  This 
was  the  origin  of  the  Wilberforce  colony  in  Upper  Canada. 

*•  We  have  before  us  an  Ohio  paper,  containing  a  proclama- 
tion by  John  S.  Wiles,  overseer  of  the  poor  in  the  town  of  Fair- . 
field,  dated  12th  March,  1838.  In  this  instrument  notice  is  given 
to  all  'black  or  mulatto  persons,'  residing  in  Fairfield,  to  com- 
ply with  the  requisitions  of  the  act  of  lew  within  twenty  daya, 
or  the  law  would  be  enforced  against  them.  The  proclamation 
also  addresses  the  white  inhabitants  of  Fairfield  in  the  following 
terms:  'Whites  look  out!  If  any  person  or  persons  employing 
anyjriack  or  mulatto  person,  contrary!  to  the  3d  section  ol  the 
above  law,  you  may  look  out  for  the  breakers." 

Sir  (said  Mr*  Black)  let  as  see  what  these  "hu- 
man right*"  gentlemen  think  of  the  right  of  petition 
in  their  own  country,  and  then  we  shall  be  better  able 
to  estimate  their  sincerity,  and  the  pwily  of  their 
mottoes,  when  they  undertake  to  lecture  us  for  "keep- 
ing human  beings  in  bondage,"  This  right  of  peti- 
tioning fot  the  liberation  of  the  slave  was  the  theme 
of  many  glorious  declamations  on  this  floor  la>t  win- 
ter, and  thousands  of  dolUrs.  of  the  public  money 
were  spent  in  giving  these  gentlemen  an  opportu* 
nity  to  harangue  us  on  the  subject,  and  to  slip  in 
everv  now  and  then  an  insult  to  the  South.  (Here 
ihe  Chairman,  Mr.  Clifford,  pronounced  that  it 
was  not  in  order  to  discuss  the  riaht  of  petition.) 
Mr.  Black  said:  I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  rUht 
of  petition — I  only  desire  to  reier  to  the  practice  of 
gentlemen  in  contrast  with  their  avowed  sentiments 
on  this  floo-,  and  ibis  I  think  I  have  a  rght  to  do, 
especially  as  the  Chair  allowed  the  member  from 
Ohio  to  take  so  wide  a  latitude  of  debate  as  he  did 
yesterday.  Tbe  Chairman  Insisting  on  the  order, 
Mr.  Black  said  he  would  not  consume  Ihe  time  of 
the  committee  by  appealing  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  but  he  gave  notice  he  should  make  the  ex- 
tract in  his  p»in*ed  speech. 

3d.  "DENIAL  OF  TUB  RIGHT  OF  PETITION. 

•  .       •  «     '  «  • 

"On  the  14th  of  January,  1839,  a  petition  for  relief  from  cer- 
tain legal  disabilities,  from  colored  inhabitants  of  Ohio,  was 
presented  m  ihe  popular  branch  of  the  legislature,  and  its  rejec- 
tion was  moved  by  George  fl.  Flood.,    pus  rejection  was  not  a 


denial  of  the  prayer,  but  an  expulsion  of  the  petitmn  it~if  •. 
an  intruder  into  the  House.  The  question  pnsemo&lotttZ, 
decision,'  said  one  of  the  members,  'is  simply  this-  Shall  U. 
man  beings,  who  are  bound  by  every  enactment  upon  am  a? 
lute  book,  be  permitted  to  request  the  Legislature \to  modhYsr 
soften  the  laws  under  which  they  live?  To  the  Grand  Suiti& 
crowded  with  petitions  as  he  trav  rses  the  streets  of  Constanti 
nople.such  a  question  would  seem  most  strange;  but  America* 
Democrats  can  exert  a  tyranny  over  men  who  have  novottL 
utterly  unknown  to  Turkish  despotism.  Mr.  Floods  mofai 
was  lost  by  a  majority  of  only  /our  votes;  but  this  triumph  of 
humanity  andAepublicanism  was  as  transient  aihwnmeam- 
The  next  day  the  House,  by  a  large  majority,  resolved  Hhaube 
blacks  and  mulattoeswho  may  be  residents  within  this  bum. 
have  no  constitutional  right  to  present  their  petitions  to  dwS 
neral  Assembly  for  any,  purpose  whatsoever,  and  that  aov  re. 
caption  of  such  petitions  on  the  part  of  the  General  Aswmbly 
is  a  mere  act  of  privilege  or  policy,  and  not  imposed  by  aoyex- 
pressed  oV  impl  i*d  power  of  die  Consth  uiion.  "• 

Why,  sir,  this  is  tbe  language  we  hold— that 
blrcks  and  mtflatroes  have  no  right  to  present  their 
petitioas  to  the  General  Assembly— for  the  ho'ding 
of  which  we  have  been  subjected  to  oaiaeuured 
vituperation  andabuse  by  the  very  men  who  eras* 
tically  adopt  our  views. 

*4lh.  "EXCLUSION  .FROM  TUB  JLSMY  AND  WLTTU. 

u7hsuch  an  absurd  extent  is  this  prejudice  ofainsf  eel* 
carried,  that  some  of  our  military  companies  have  rtfmed 
to  march  to  the  sound  of  a  drum  when  beaten  by  a  bis* 


This  is  going  a  little  ahead  of  the  South,  for  al- 
though a  colored  man  never  thinks  of  entering  oar 
"ranks,"  we  very  seldom  have  any  body  else  to  beat 
our  drums  but  negroes.  But  the  liberty-loving 
member  from  Ohio,  it  teems,  will  not  march  to  the 
souod  of  a  drum  when  beaten  by  his  favorjie  part 
of  creation,  a  black  man ! 

6th.     "aXCLUSION  FROM  PAJlTtClPATlOH  III  THB  AMUBIBIBl' 
TION  OF  JOOTICX. 

•    <  •  •  •  •  4 

"Bat  by  the  law,  while  any  unknown  lofaJevsgrmlmaybt 
a  witness  in  any  case-  whatever,  no  black  sailor  is  permitted  to 
offer  a  witness  of  his  own  color,  however  well  established  may 
be  his  character  for  intelligence  and  veracity,  to  prow  bis  rsjkH 
or  his  wrongs;  and  hence,  in  a  multitude  of  cases,  justice  lid* 
nied  in  despite  of  the  Constitution:  and  why  denied!  Solely 
from  a  foolish  and  wicked  prejodte*  against  color. " 

6lh.."lMFEDrMB!«T6T0  BDUCATXOX. 

After  relating  an  amusing  and  edifying  instance 
of  the  destruction  of  a  school  house  iaCaaus, 
New  Hampshire,  upon  the  groond  that  it  was  to 
be  devoted  to  the  use,  indiscriminately,  ofMteb 
and  whites,  (200  oxen  were  hitched  to  it,  audit 
was  dragged  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  left  in  roiot,) 
the  author  says: 

"The  transaction  we  have  narrated,  expresses  in  emphatic 
terms  the  deep  and  settled  hostility  felt  in  the  free  tales  tothe 
education  or  the  blacks?*  The  prejudices  of  the  wmmmitv 
render  that  hostility  generally  eJective,to  ithout  the  eUsf 
legal  enactments.'1 


Now,  sir,  if  I  had  been  present  at  ihe 
of  this  universal  school  house,  I  ihink  it'  probable 
I  thou  Id  have  taken  a  hand  in  it  mjselt  Bot 
where  were  the  Abolitionists?  They  were  strong 
enough  to  build  the  house  and  establish  tbe  school 
Why  did  they  not  defen  1  it?  Did  they  slink  awiy 
from  iheir  premises  at  the  first  breath  of  opposition? 
Mr.  Jay  says  not  one  word  of  any  attempt  on  their 
part  to  regenerate  public  opinion,  or  to  remodel 
the  "custom  of  society"  in  that  patriotic and  spirited 
neighborhood.  They  might  at  least  bare  made  aa 
effort  that  way  to  tave  themselves  from  the  re- 
proach of  inconsistency.  Tbey  are  now,  and  have 
been  for  years  past,  engaged  in  a  crusade  against 
the  South,  and  in  denouncing  the  customs  <*/onr  *" 
cicty  with  regard  to  our  alleged  degradation  of  ue 
negro.  Ought  tbey  not  to  have  commenced  opera- 
tions at  tbeir  own  doors  first,  upon  the  principle 
that  charily  should  begin  at  home?  Ws  hold  oar 
"slaves"  precisely  where  they  ought  to  be— in  sab- 
jection  and  obedience  to  their  masters.  Tbey  sre 
well  fed  and  half  worked;  they  are  tended  in  ska*- 
ness  and  supported  in  their  old  age;  they  tre  in- 
structed in  the  principles  of  Christianity,  sad  pro- 
tec'eJ  from  personal  injury.  This  is  the  cttwWeat 
and  kind  treatment  of  Southern  slaves.  Toe  boot 
I  am  reading  shows  you  the  treatment  of  negroef 
at  the  North  and  tiatt,  wbcrethe  Abolitionists  kite 
nominally  freed  them. 

But  where  is  the  member  from  Ohio?  Has  be 
abandoned  his  seat?  Cannot  he  stand  this  sbotoat 
of  his  own  gub?  Calculating  on  cur  silent  son- 
tempt,  he  was  wonderfully  bold  yesterday;  wbea 
he  was  attacking  u«,  it  wan  all  "blood  and  tnaader, 
wounds  and  wonder;*'  but  now,  when,  contrary  * 
his  expectations,  J  am  sbootmg  back  his  own  •*■ 
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rows  At  him,  he  retreats,  and,  like  the  Seminole,  is 
not  to  be  found.  Let  him  come  back,  sir,  for  I 
am  not  done  with  him  yet. 

After  showing  the  impediments  to  the  religious 
iiutmdiim  of  the  negro  among  the  Abolitionists, 
the  author  adduces, 

8th.  The  impediments  to  honest  industry; 
and,  among  oiher  instances,  declares  that—- 

"la  1896.  a  black  man,  of  irreproachable  character,  and  who 
by  hie  industry  and  frugality  had  accumulated  several  thou- 
•aad  dollars,  made  application  in  the  city  of  New  York  for  a 
carman's  license,  and  was  refused  solely  and  avowedly  on  ac- 
count of  his  complexion!" 

We  are  next  told  that  these  free  negroes  are 
"liable  to  be  seized  and  treated  as  slaves"  by 
the  Abolitionists;  and  then  this  evidence  of  the 
insincerity  and  hypocrisy  of  these  pretended  friends 
of  human  rights  is  closed  by  showing  how  they  ha- 
bitually "subject"  Me  negroes  among  ihsm  to  "insult 

and  oastrqfff  •" 

"The  feelings  of  the  community  towards  theen  people,  and 
the  eootemt*  with  which  they  are  created,  are  indicated  by  the 
following  notice,  laUly  published  by  the  proprietor  of  a  raena- 
tarie,MNew  Yoik:  "The  proprietors  wish  it  to  be  under- 
moSi  thai  people  of  color  are  not  permitted  to  enter,  except 
arte*  in  attendance  upon  children  andfamiHe*?  " 

[When  these  extracts  were  being  read,  much 
confusion  and  excitement  prevailed  in  the  Boose. 
Mr.  Black  was  frequently  interrupted,  and  called 
to  order,  bat  was  at  length  permitted  to  go  on  in 
order  1 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  B  )  I  am  nearly  through.  I  have 
other  evidences  of  Abolition  insincerity  which, 
however,  I  will  not  now  submit  We  all  remem- 
ber the  Amiatad  negroes.  I  shall  not  atop  to  in- 
quire whether  they  were  "bezalsV  or  "latinos,"  we 
have  had  a  sufficiency  of  philological  dissertation 
and  learned  twaddle  upon  that  grave  subject  alrea- 
dy. But  I  can  show,  by  his  own  confessions,  that 
the  celebrated  "Jihoua,"  the  chief  of  these  rascally 
mutineers,  who  have  their  advocates,  at  least  in 
worts,  not  only  at  ihe  North,  bat  on  this  floor — 
thnt  Tusgua  himself,  about  whose  abduction  and  en- 
slavement we  are  S3  feelingly  harangued^  was,  in 
his  own  country,  a  slavt  catcher  and  dealer,  and  that 
he  has  only  had  the  tables  turned  upon  him  by 
some  more  successful  trader.  Bat,  as  it  will  be 
tmi  of  order,  1  will  omit  it  here,  and  pot  it  into  my 
printed  speech.  During  the  trial  of  these  Spanish 
s'aves  in  the  United  Sufcs  District  Court  for  Con- 
necticut,  where  they  were  claiming  their  freedom— 

"Mr.  IogersoU,  Clerk  of  the  United  State*  District  Court,  rose 
comakaa  suggestion,  it  appearing  that  he  atao  appears  on  be- 
half of  the  libelants.  The  court  said  Mr.  Wilcox  would  be  al- 
lowed to  state  what  Covey  had  stated  to  him  when  he  first  saw 
thee*  Africans.  The  Marshal  proceeded  to  say  Urn  be  called 
Covey  and  Xmgua  aside,  soon  after  the  former  arrived,  and  told 
him  to  ask  Jingua  how  be  came  to  be  taken  and  sold.  Covey 
asked  him.  Jingoa  replied  thai  he  owed  a  man  two  pounds, 
(holding  up  his  fingers,)  and  to  pay  him  he  had  taken  tioo  ne- 
gro** and  soldlhetn;  that  one  of  them  ran  a*  ay  and  the  inan 
called  upon  him  for  one  pound  He  had  no  other  negro,  and 
twmedUm  out  cfcrfAi»*-thai  the  clothing  was  turned  over  to 
another  person,  and  that  the  man  called  oo  him  to  pay,  and  be- 
ing unable  to  do  so,  he  was  seized  andsold  to  pay  the  debt." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B  those  gentlemen  who  have  been 
so  solicitous  to  keep  me  in  order,  shall  have  another 
opportunity  presently  of  exerting  their  rules  of  de- 
corum. I  intend  to  read  from  a  book,  a  few  of  the 
detached  leaves  of  which  1  hold  in  my  band.  It  is 
an  ancient,  venerable,  and  venerated  book—- the 
oldest,  perhaps,  since  the  Christian  era,  and  the 
wisest  and  best  that  the  world  na*  ever  known— I 
mean,  sir,  the  Bible  itself.  Now,  let  gentlemen 
call  me  to  order  with  the  Bible  in  my  hand,  for  I 
intend  to  become  personal  to  the  member  from 
Ohio  (whom  I  see  new  in  his  seat)  and  his  coadju- 
tors, by  applying  to  him  a  passage  irom  that  book. 
I  read,  sir,  (if  it  be  not  out  of  order  and  indeco- 
rous to  read  ihe  Bib!e  to  an  Abolitionist,)  from  the 
the7th  chapter  of  the  Gospel  according  to  the 
holy  Saint  Matthew— 1st,  3d,  3d,  4tb,  and  5th 
verses: 

•'1st.  Judos  not  that  ye  be  not  judged. 

"2d.  Fob   with  what  judgment  ra  judge,  te 

SHALL  BE  JUDGED;    AND  WITH    WHAT     MEASURE     TB 
IT  SHALL  BE  MEASURED  TO   70U  AGAIN. 


"31.  And  why  beholdest thou  the  mote  that 

IS  IN  THY  BSOTHIR'S  EYE,  BUT  CONSIDBREST  NOT  THE 
BEAM  THAT  IS  IN  THINE  OWN  EYE? 

**4th.  Oa  wict  thou  say  to  thy  broths  a,  Lit 

MB  FULL    OUT    THE  MOTE    OUT  OF  THUTE  EYE,  AHD 
BEHOLD  A  BEAM  If  IN  THINE  OWN  BYE? 


*5;h.  TftOU  HYPOCRITE,  (pointing  to  Mr- 

GlDDJNGS,)  riRST  CAST  OUT  THE  BEAM  OUT  OF  THINE 
OWN  EYE',  AND  THEN  SHALT  THOU  SEE  ClEAttLY  TO 
OAST  OUT  THE  MOTS  OUT  OF  THY  BROTHER'S  EYE.1  * 

Yon  say  that  we  have  a  mote  in  our  eye:  I  deny 
it  My  constituents  have  no  mote  in  their  eye 
upon  this,  or  any  other  subject.  Therefore  the  text 
is  not  applicable  tout,  but  to  yon;  and  if  you  will 
insist  that  we  have  this  mote  in  our  eve,  I  say  o 
you  in  the  language  of  Scripture:  * -Thou  hypo- 
crite," first  cast  out  the  beam  from  thine  own 
eye,  before  you  attempt  to  run  your  fingers  into 
our*. 


PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  BILL. 

SPEECH  OF~MR.  LINN, 

OF  MISSOURI, 
In  Senate,  Friday,  January  29, 1841— On  Mr.  Crit- 
tenden's amendment  to  distribute  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  publio  lands  among  the  States. 
Mr.  LINN  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 
~  Mr.  President  :  As  this  seems  to  be  a  day  of 
general  settlement  of  accounts  and  misunderstand- 
ings, I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  any  mistake  in  regard  to  my 
course  on  the  important  question  now  before  the 
Senate.  The  honorable  Senator  fiom  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Clay]  was  in  an  error  when  saying  that  I  had 
remarked,  that  under  no  state  of  things  that  could 
present  themselves,  would  I  vote  for  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  South  Caroliia  [Mr.  Cal- 
houn] to  cede,  under  certain  conditions,  the  public 
lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  never  committed  myself  thus 
far  against  cession,  although  determined  to  vote 
against  it  when  presented  as  an  amendment  to  the 
pre-emption  bill.  But  more  am  I  opposed,  and  de- 
cidedly opposed,  to  the  gentleman's  [Mr.  Clay] 
well  known  proposition  for  distributing  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  all 
the  States.  I  will  watch,  sir,  all  these  different 
propositions  with  care  and  deep  interest  when 
they  co ore  up  as  naked  questions,  and  give  my 
vote  according  to  the  dictates  of  my  judgment, 
and  the  interest  of  my  constituents.  Having 
voted  for  one  distribution  bill  already,  sir,  I 
think  it  more  than  probable  it  shall  be  the 
last— events  since  that  time,  not  very  clearly 
proving  its  wisdom.  When  my  friend  fiom 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittenden)  moved  his  amend* 
ment  or  resolutions  of  instructions  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  report  a  bill,  one 
feature  of  Which  should  be  the  distribution  princi- 
ple, 1  promptly  and  instantly  rose  in  my  place  and 
remarked  that  I  would  move  an  amendment  at  the 
proper  time  to  his  resolutions,  to  dispose  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole  country,  by  appropriating  them  to  the 
increase  of  the  navy,  to  the  fortifications,  and  other 
'  national  defences?  for  it  was  my  opinion  that  if 
they  were  to  be  taken  from  the  common  fund  of 
the  Union,  that  they  should  be  devoted  to  high  and 
important  national  objects,  to  which  I  think  tbey 
justly  and  pToperly  belong;  and  should  the  Sena- 
tort  [Mr.  Crittenden]  proposition  prevail,  it  is 
my  fixed  determination  then  to  present  mine,  and 
press  it  with  all  the  zeal,  energy,  and  ability,  in  my 
power  to  command. 

I  do  not  know,  sir,  how  far  a  member  can  go  in 
condemning  or  characterizing  measures,  and  still 
not  be  personal  to  the  mover.  There  is  some  deli- 
cacy due  to  others,  and  some  limitr,  or  ought  to  be. 


to  the  use  of  epithets,  which,  although  applied  to 
measures,  were  made  often  to  stick  to  persons. 

The  honorable  member  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Clay]  this  morning,  in  the  course  of  debate, 
thought  proper  to  speak  of  the  resolutions  against 
the  assumption  of  State  debts,  and  for  which  I 
voted,  as  wanton,  cruel,  Danton  and  Robespierre 
like,  and  even  traitorous  to  the  States.  I  should 
be  very  sorry  to  use  such  epithets,  to  mark  the  cha- 
racter of  the  proposition  to  distribute  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  Bat  if  such  epi- 
thets and  appellations  were  strictly  in  order,  with- 
out meaning  any  thing  personal  to  an  individual, 
or  disrespectful  to  the  Senate,  I  would  be  glad  to~ 
be  informed  of  it,  so  that  I  may  avoid  a  breach  of 
order;  nor  do  I  wish  such  information  for  self-protec- 
tion against  violent  or  harsh  language,  for  the  man 
that  can  give  harder  blows  in  that  respect  is  welcome 
to  airlh^tt&antages  he  can  gain;  but  this  body  of 
grave  men  should  be  the  last  to  resort  to  denuncia- 
tory language,  and  even  on  this  occasion,  when 
there  might  be  seme  justification  for  it,  I  will  not 
resort  to  harsh  wordslto  mark  with  disappiobatioa 
the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Clay]  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  publie  lands, 
although  presented  at  a  time  when  the  Treasury 
is  empty,  and  when  the  aspect  of  affairs  was  war- 
like  and  threatening  on  every  hand.  I  know,  sir, 
this  is  a  favorite  project  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  pivot  upon  which  many  political 
events  will  be  made  to  turn,  and  that  to  sustain  it 
he  would  strain  every  energy  of  his  soul;  but,  in 
my  opinion,  this  is  the  last  moment  in  our  history 
that  a  proposition  should  be  made  to  aHtnate  any 
portion  of  our  revenues.  Raljier,  sir,  increase  them 
for  great  national  objects. 

Mr.  President,  did  not  my  colleague,  a  few  days 
since,  in  the  most  solemn  and  impressive  manner, 
say  that  be  would  not  at  this  moment  permit  him- 
self ts  speak  as  he  thought  of  the  dangers  that  at 
present  environed  us? 

I  know  him,  sir,  to  be  one  of  the  bravest  men 
that  God  ever  made,  and  it  may  seem  something 
like  vanity  and  presumption  in  me  to  say  any 
thing  on  this  subject  after  such  a  declaration.  But, 
sir,!  must  and  will  speak  out  now,  as  heretofore, 
and  warn  the  country  of  its  danger  and  defenceless 
condition.  I  feel  it  a  solemn  and  imperious  duty 
to  do  so.  Look  for  a  moment  at  our  condi- 
tion* Why,  yon  know  well  that  a  few  years 
since  there  were  not  men  enough  in  garrison  in 
New  York  cr  some  other  large  Atlantic  city  to 
fire  a  national  salute  on  the  arrival  of  a  French 
vessel  of  war  in  their  harbor  I  Yet  a  strenuous 
opposition  was  then  made  te  the  increase  of  your 
army;  and  small  enough  it  is  now,  after  being  don- 
bled  by  the  act  of  1838.  Examine  into  the  state  of 
the  English  navy;  but  the  fallowing  letter  from  our 
Navy  Department  will  show  it  at  a  glance: 

'  Navy  Dwahtmbiw,  18th  January  1840. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  elate,  in  replv  to  the  inquiries  con- 
tained in  your  letter  of  the  12thinetant,  that  in  coofulttos  the 
Brftiih  Navy  Raster,  it  ia  found  that  Great  Briu^  had  W 
and  building  In  l«0,126iAipsof  thelme,  113  fri«^»J^ 
eraof  war,  and  287  sloops  and  smaller  \^S^Sn^eToVma\ 
twenty.five  mail  eteamooat  packeta.  It  is Jm  own_ 'J*  »£"£ 
v«rv  fcirffe  orivate  steamers  are  all  ready,  and  were  aooui  w  ue 
m^b^SS^\howai\  from  England  to  otherquar. 
n«  of  theSobl  htti  the  precise  number  is  not  ascertain**. 

^aeTaWaSaiMSsa  «?T^^isn?la^"5i 
Government  vessel*,  it  appears  they  had  in  1838, 49  ships  of  tha 
line!  80  ma^TaO Vteam^rs,  and  184  sloops  and  smalter  vessele 
hlnr^dSffiur  aod  they  contemplate  increasing  tha  num. 
tar  on£i»S SiOsoon  'iii-  not  wppoeedthat  many  of  tha 

war.  "  ~ 


Hon  L.  F-  LiHNi       _ 

UnkriSuneeBenste. 


IMUIIVrB  nvuw  iviim     wmj     w— w.— -     •— —    - 

Iwn.Teryreapectfully, 
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Fifty  three  steamships  of  war,  and  some  of  them 
of  the  largest  class,  and  it  is  in  her  power  to  bring 
one  hundred  on  our  coast,  as  she  can,  in  a  very 
short  deriod  of  time,  convert  all  her  steam  packets 
into  ships  of  war,  they  being  built  under  that  stipu- 
lation with  the  Government.  And  what  man, 
knowing  the  state  of  onr  relations  with  that  power, 
and  the  eicited  state  of  feeling  along  the  borders 
of  Maine,  and  the  whole  Northern  frouiier,  would 
dam  assert,  in  his  place  here,  that  there  was  not 
momentary  danger  of  collision  with  Great  Britain. 
No  member  of  this  body  could  have  the  hardihood 
to  deny  that,  if  the  soldiery  of  England  were  to 
shoot  down  half  a  dozen  of  the  citizens  of  Maine, 
war  would  not  be  inevitable.  It  would  be  as  cer- 
tain as  that  the  Almighty  rules  the  heavens  and  th; 
earth.  No  man  can  permit  himself  to  deny  it, 
however  much  he  may  deprecate  it,  or  close  his 
eyes  to  the  conviction;  and  such  a  war  as  it  will  be, 
never  to  end  till  we  are  subdued,  or  they  expelled 
from  this  continent.  Tet,  sir,  with  these  dangers 
staring  us  full  in  the  face,  we  are  quarrelling  about 
giving  away  the  treasure  of  these  United  Sta'es ! 

Look  at  the  red  fiery  wall  which  this  Govern- 
ment has  built  up  of  fierce  Indian  warriors  along 
your  defenceless  Western  frontier.  Turn  your 
eyes  lo  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  thence  to  the  island  of 
Jamaica  over  which  hangs  a  dense  black  cloud  of 
danger,  which,  in  due  time,  will  roll  itself  along 
oar  Southern  coasts  and  from  its  murky  folds  scat- 
ter pestilence  and  death!  to  the  mouth  of  that  no- 
ble river,  the  Mississippi,  which  floats  on  its.  bosom 
to  the  ocean,  the  rich  productions  of  the  magnifi- 
cent valley  of  the  West.  Consider  the  state  of  your 
navy.  Thirty  millions  of  dollars  would  scarcely 
be  sufficient  to  put  it  in  a  condition  to  defend  our 
coasts,  or  twenty  millions  to  place  it  on  a  respecta- 
ble footing.  Examine  for  a  moment  the  state  of 
your  defences  along  the  line  of  the  Atlantic  from 
Maine  to  the  Mississippi  and  Sabine  rivers,  and 
say  il  they  do  not  demand  prompt  attention  and 
care,  and  yet  we  are  new  called  upon  to  distribute 
five  miliims  annually  among  the  States  of  ike  Union  ! 

The  Constitution  of  our  common  country  calls 
upon  ns  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare;  this  was  one  of  the  principal 
arguments  nrged  in  favor  its  adoption  to  protect 
oar  interests  abroad;  and  to  defend  the  country 
against  foreign  aggression.  Now  is  the  accepted 
time  to  fulfil  these  great  and  paramount  obliga- 
tions. We  cannot  evade,  we  dare  not  post- 
pone, without  being  faithless  to  the  noble  trust 
reposed  in  us  by  our  constituents;  we  have  had  one 
distribution,  and  that  is  sufficient  for  me.  No,  sir, 
I  mistake;  it  was  honestly  intended,  as  far  as  my 
action  was  concerned,  to  be  a  deposit©  of  our  mo- 
ney with  the  States  for  safekeeping,  rather  than  per- 
mit banks  to  speculate  on  it,  and  flood  the  country 
with  their  paper.  But  it  rerais  I  was  behind  the 
age,  and  it  was,  and  is,  considered  as  a  debt  we 
owed,  the  last  instalment  of  which  is  to  be  paid  by 
the  passage  of  a  bill  (if  it  does  pass)  now  upon  pur 
tables.  Make  this  other  distribution,  and  do  you 
Mippose  that  il  will  stop  at  that  poin>?  Lei  this  por- 
tion of  the  revenae  go,  and  you  will  be  oiled  upon 
to  yield  another,  and  yet  anothsb,  nniil' we  shall  be 
left  powerless  and  helpless;  and  when,  as  a  nation, 
we  are  insulted  and  trampled  on,  and  our  rights 
violated,  it  will  be  too  late  to  call  aloud  upon  the 
people  to  provide  for  the  public  def:nce.    Awful 


then  will  be  thtir  vengeance  upon  their  unfaithful 
seivants. 

1  repeat  it  again,  now  is  the  accepted  time  to  do 
our  duty  in  providing  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare.  If  I  know  the  feelings  that  ani- 
mate my  bosom,  so  help  me  Heaven,  if  such  a 
proposition  came  from  the  side  of  the  Senate  with 
which  I  usually  act  in  politics,  my  American  feel- 
ing is  so  strong,  that  I  would  throw  to  the  winds  all 
minor  and  party  considerations,  and  vote,  without  a 
moment's  hesitation,  against  it. 

Read  over  carefully  all  the  messages  of  your 

Presidents,  from  the  first  to  the  last.    They  all 

breathe  the  same  spirit,  the  same  language,  in  effect, 

viz:  in  peace,  prepare  for  war.    Examine  well  the 

reports  from  the  War  Department;  ponder  over 

the  following  sentiments  from  the  Secretary  at  War 

to  the  Senate,  in  1836: 

'  "But  it  ia  upon  our  maritine  frontier  that  we  are  most  ex- 
posed. Our  coast  for  throe  thousand  miles  is  washed  by  the 
Ocean,  which  separates  us  from  those  nations  who  nave  made 
the  highest  advances  in  all  the  an&,aod  particularly  those  which 
minister  to  the  operations  of  war,  and  with  whom,  from  our  in- 
tercourse and  political  relations,  we  are  moat  liable  to  be  drawn 
in  to  collision.  If  this  great  medium  of  communication,  the 
element  at  the  same  time  of  separation  and  union,  interposes  pe- 
culiar obstacles  to  the  progress  of  hostile  demonstrations, 
it  also  offers  advantages  which  are  not  less  obvious,  and  which, 
to  be  successfully  resisted,  require  corresponding  arrangements 
and  exertions.  These  advantages  depend  on  the  economy  and 
facility  of  transportation,  on  the  celerity  of  movement,  and  on 
the  power  of  an  enemy  to  threaten  the  whole  shore,  spread  out 
before  him,  and  to  select  his  point  of  attack  at  pleasure.  A 
powerful  hostile  fleet  upon  the  coast  of  the  United  States  pre* 
sen  is  some  of  the  features  of  war,  where  a  heavy  mass  is  brought 
to  act  against  detachments,  which  may  be  «ut  up  in 
detail,  although  their  combined  forces  would  exceed 
the  assailing  foe.  Our  points  ol  exposure  are  so  numerous 
and  distant,  that  it  would  be  impractable  to  keep,  at 
each  of  them,  a  force  competent  to  resist  the  attack  of  sn  ene- 
my, prepared  by  his  naval  ascendency  and  his  other  arrange* 
rnents,  to  make  a  sudden  and  vigorous  inroad  upon  our  shores. 
It  becomes  us,  therefore,  to  inquire  how  the  consequences  of 
this  state  of  things  are  to  be  best  met  and  averted. 

"The  first  and  most  obvious,  and  io  every  point  of  view  the 
most  proper  method  of  defence,  is  an  augmentation  of  our  na- 
val force  to  an  extent  proportioned  to  the  resources  and  necessi- 
ties of  the  nation.  I  do  not  mean  the  actual  construction  and 
equipment  of  vessels  only.  The  number  of  those  in  service 
must  depend  on  the  state  of  the  country  at  a  given  period.  But 
I  mean  the  collection  of  all  such  materials  as  may  be  preserved 
without  injury,  and  a  due  encouragement  of  those  branches  of 
interest  to  the  growth  of  a  navy,  and  which  may  be  properly 
nurtured  by  the  Government;  so  that  on  the  approach  of  dan- 
ger, a  fleet  may  put  to  sea,  without  delay,  sufficiently  power- 
rut  to  meet  any  force  which  will  probably  be  sent  to  our 
coast"  • 

"OCR  GREAT  BATTLE  UPON  THB  OOBAN  IB  TST  TO   BB  FOUGHT, 

and  we  shall  gain  nothing  by  shutting  onr  eyes  to  the  naluie  of 
the  struggle,  or  to  the  exertions  we  shall  find  it  necessary  to 
make.  All  our  institutions  are  essentially  pacific,  and  every 
citiseu  feels  that  his  share  of  the  common  interest  is  affected  by 
the  derangement  of  business— by  the  enormous  expense,  and  by 
the  uncertain  results  or  war.  This  feeling  presses  upon  the 
community  and  the  Government,  and  is  a  sure  guarantee  that 
We  shall  never  be  precipitated  into  a  contest,  nor  embark  in  one, 
unless  imperiously  required  by  those  considerations  which 
leave  no  alternative  between  resistance  and  dishonor.  Accord- 
ly,all  our  history  shows  that  we  aie  more  disposed  to  bear, 
while  evils  are  to  be  borne,  than  to  seek  redress  by  appeal*  tn 
arms.  Still,  however,  a  contest  must  come,  and  u  behooves 
us,  while  we  have  the  means  and  opportunity,  to  look  forward 
to  its  attendant  circumstances,  and  to  prepare  for  the  conae- 
qeoces. 

'There  is  as  little  need  of  inquiry  "now  into  our  moral  as  into 
our  physical  capacity  to  maintain  a  navy,  and  to  meet  upon 
equal  terms  the  ships  and  seamen  of  other  nations.  Our  ex- 
tended commerce,  creating  and  created  by  those  resource* 
which  are  essential  to  the  building  and  equipment  of  fleets,  re- 
moves all  doubt  upon  one  point,  and  ths  history  of  our  naval 


upon  the  hastily  prepared  vessels  at  the  commencement  of  our 
Revolutionary  struggle,  to  the  last  contest  in  which  any  of  our 
ships  were  engaged.  Is  equally  satisfactory  upon  the  other. 
The  achievements  of  our  navy  have  stamped  its  character  with 
the  country  and  the  world.  The  simple  recital  of  its  exploits  is 
the  highest  eulogium  which  can  be  pronounced  upon  it." 

Look  at  the  recent  message  of  the  Governor  of 

the  S:ate  of  Ma;ne.    He  say. : 

'The  correspondence  which  has  recently  been  communicated 
to  you  by  my  predecessor,  discloses  another  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  British  authorities,  well  calculated  to  arrest  atten- 
tion, and  call  forth  indignant  remonstrance  on  the  part  of  Mains 
an<l  the  Union.  If  I  am  correctly  informed,  in  a  very  short 
time  after  the  conclusion  of  the  agreement,  by  which  it  was  in 
effect  stipulated  thai  the  British  authorities  should  not  attempt 
to  take  military  possession  of  what  is  termed  by  them  'the  dis- 
puted ti  rritory,'  during  the  existence  of  that  arrangement;  a  de- 
tachment of  her  Majesty's  troops  was  stationed  at  Tamiscouata 
lake,  within  that  territory,  and  has  been  continued  there  ever 
since.  And  we  are  now  informed  that  another  detachment  has 
been  muved  to,  and  stationed  at,  the  Madawaska  settlement,  for 
the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  jurisdiction  and  supporting  the 
exercise  of  authority  on  the  part  of  the  British  magistrates. 
This  movement  has  been  made  by  the  Governor  Genera)  of  the 


British  Provinces,  without  any  prior  notification  or  conasMi. 
dence,  seeking  information  or  explanation  from  toawtouiej 
of  this  State  or  the  United  Stales;  and  assuming,  as  the  grooad 
of  action,  the  report  of  acts  and  threats  of  individuals,  without 
Inquiring  whether  those  assumed  fact*,  if  in  any  nan  true,  wen 
in  pursuance  of  orders,  or  justified  by  the  Gorerrjaww  of 
Maine.  I  cannot  but  view  this  proceeding,  as  my  predecas»r 
does,  in  hi*  reply  to  Sir  John  Harvey,  as  *a  direct  audpatpaUe 
infringement  or  the  subsisting  arrangements,'  and  as  t**m 
military  possession  of  that  portion  of  die  contested  territory! 
And  if  the  suggestion  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Harvey,  who 
seems  not  to  have  been  consulted  in  relation  to  this  new  act  of 
jurisdiction,  and  who  evidently  regards  it  with  regret,  if  not  m 
an  inirineement  of  subsisting  arrangements,  Is  disregarded,  sad 
the  British  troops  are  permanently  located  at  Bfadawaakt.  I 
shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  reiterate  the  request  already  maostoibe 
Genera]  Government,  and  to  urge  upon  thai  Government  tat 
j  ustice  and  expediency  of  taking  military  possessiop.  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  territory  in  dispute.  The  General 
Government  owes  it  to  Maine  to  move  forward  in  this  mailer 
uHth  promptness  and  energy,  wi»h  a  sine*  re,  and  evenanx* 
isus,  desire  to  preserve  |>eaee,  but  with  an  equally  pm  deter- 
ruination  to  maintain  subsisting  engagement*  on  our  pari, 
and  to  insist  upon  a  full  performance  from  the  ether  party. 
But  I  will  not  permit  my  sen  to  doubt,  that  prudestaadwiss  * 


councils  will  prevail,  and  that  the  r. 


d  termination  ofpeod- 


ing  negotiations  will  not  be  retarded  or  prevented  by  batty  md 
unjustifiable  movements,  in  relation  to -military  occqpuibd. 
during  the  progress  of  the  surveys  and  negouauoai,  JotesdM 
or  a  final  determination  of  the  long  vered  quesdoo. 

"I  would  again  call  attention  to  our  defenceless  seabeeri 
and  frontier.  I  need  not  enlarge  upon -the  topic,  for  tk$ 
naked  facts  are  the  strongest  arguments  on  the  subject  to 
guardians  of  Maine,  it  is  your  right  and  duty  tosetforA  our 
situation  and  our  claims  upon  the  Government;  that  ohm 
has  the  power  to  place  us  in  a  proper  state  of  defenctagamt 
foreign  enemies,  and  J  have  no  doubt  you  trill  discharge  y*r 
duty." 

Turn  your  eyes  to  the  state  of  yoor  defences  on 
the  great  lakes  and  their  borders.  Oa  these  iatemi 
seas  yon  have  neither  steam  nor  any  other  Tends 
of  war,  whilst  Great  Britain  has  both,  and,  by  the 
Wetland  canal,  can  concentrate  any  number  of 
sloops  and  small  craft,  so  as  to  eonuaind  any 
and  all  the  takes,  and  strike  at  any  point  the 
pleases. 

Whilst  we  hare  bnt  one  or  two  national  steam 
vessels  of  war,  Great  Britain  can  command  one 
hundred,  by  the  conversion  of  her  steam  packets 
into  vessels  of  war;  and,  sir,  bat  Utile  is  risked, 
when  I  assert  it  as.  very  possible  for  six  steauteaips 
of  the  first  class  to  force  their  way  into  the  sartor 
of  New  York,  onr  great  commercial  metropolis, 
bombard  and  demolish  it,  or  lay  il  under  contrib«v 
tion,  in  less  than  forty-eight  hours  from  the  time  of 
the  attack.  Look  at  the  state  of  your  defences  oa 
Staten  Island.  Why,  sir,  it  will  take  fire  millions 
of  dollars  to  fortify  properly  the  ci'y  of  New  York; 
and  yet  we  are  called  upon  to  give  away  fiuwM- 
lions  annually  of  the  people's  money,  entrusted  to 
us  for  these  objects,  and  for  their  use,  to  the  States, 
which  have  surrendered  to  us  the  power  and  doty 
of  protecting  them  against  foreign  assaults. 

The  eloquent  Sena'or  [Mr.  Clay]  has  told  as 
that  this  was  the  age  of  peace;  that  there  was  ao 
danger  of  war,  that  war  was  beginning  to  be  con- 
sidered disgraceful*  I  quote  his  sentiments,  not 
exactly  his  wortjg,  I  am  aware,  sir,  of  the  progress 
of  Christian  and  Democratic  principles  oyer  the 
world;  and  that  they  will  ultimately  rule,  it  is  my 
serious  belief.  But  ages  and  ages  must  roll  oa  be- 
fore that  happy,  and  blhsful  period  will  amve. 
Come  it  will,  in  the  fulness  of  time.  Bat  to  prow 
that  this  happy  period  has  not  yet  arriredft  see  the 
English  nation  throwiug  its  mighty  power  upon  lbs 
far  distant  shores  of  China,  and  carrying  deMraetioa 
and  death  along  her  borders,  because  she  will  not 
permit  her  people  to  be  poisoned  by  Eagh* 
opium. 

Have  toe  no  just  cause  of  difficulties  with  kefl 
Are  tbey  noi  accumulating  from  time  to  time,  and 
from  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  ncen»t 
Are  not  the  causes  for  war  more  grave  and  serio** 
between  us  than  between  England  andChiea!  And 
what  ae curtty  have  we  tha£«he  will  not  ha  dowa 
upon  w  for  sonic  real  or  fancied  wrongl  Hereof 
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duct  10  China  should  serve  us  as  a  useful  lesion, 
never  to ,  be  forgotten;  Can  we,  (hen,  say  that 
peace  will  be  lasting?  No  one  will  say  so.  Can 
ww,  as  American  Senators,  divert  from  great 
national  objects  the  money  confided  to  our  care  for 
the  holy  purpose  of  our  defence! 

England  has  now  in  Nora  Scotia,  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  the  Canada*,  thirty  thousand  black  and 
white  troops,  and  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  Indians, 
our  natural  and  hereditary  enemies,  who  require 
nothing  but  British  organization  on  the  Western 
frontier  to  make  them  desperately  formidable,  and 
yet  we  are  told  there  is  no  danger.  At  a  time  like 
this,  and  under  all  the  circumstances,  I  should  not 
have  expected  such  a  proposition,  or  such  lulling 
s  junds  of  peace,  from  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Clay,]  whose  clarion  voice,  animating  his  fel- 
low-citizens to  battle  in  thi  cause  of  their  beloved 
country  during  the  last  war  still  rings  in  my  ears. 
He  was  then  all  alive  to  the  honor  and  security  of 
the  land  wbbh  had  piled  up  honors  so  lav  ishly 
upon  him;  and  he  will  descend  to  posterity  with  the 
recollections  of  the  part  he  then  took  clustering 
around  his  memory;  nor  do  I  now  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood as  doubting  his  patriotism;  it  may  si  a  nit- 
ber,  but  will  never  die.  I  may  differ  from  the.  Se- 
nator on  many  important  political  points,  but  it  is 
my  earnest  desire  to  be  just. 

Toe  defences  of  our  country  lay  close  to  my 
heart.  Sir,  the  events  preceding  and  during  the 
late  war  made  an  indelible  impression  upon  my 
mind.  Who,  that,  was  animated  by  one  spark  of 
American  feeling,  did  not  witness,  with  indignation, 
the  insults  and  the  injuries  heaped  upon  us  by  fo- 
reign nations,  and  in  particular  by  Great  Britain? 
Who  does  not,  even  now,  feel  the  blah  of  shame 
mantling  bis  cheeks,  at  the  recoiled  ion  of  the  facts 
that  our  vessels  were  stopped  upon  the  high  seas, 
and  our  fellow-citizens  dragged  in  chains  on  board 
foreign  ships  of  war,  and  frequently  compelled  to 
fight  against  their  own  countrymen?  Who  can  re- 
member, without  shame  and  sorrow,  the  attack 
upon  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  murder  of  Pierce,  in 
our  own  waters,  and  even  in  the  mouth  of  our  har- 
bor? Who  cannot  recall,  in  a  moment,  the  burn- 
ings, murder*,  and  scalping*,  along  our  frontiers? 
Bat  em  ugh  of  this:  they  are  not  reverted  to  in  a 
spirit  of  revenge,  but  the  history  of  the  past  will  be 
the  history  of  the  future,  and  coming  events  cast 
their  shadows  be/ore  them. 

Yet,  it  is  endeavored  to  be  impressed  upon  us 
that  this  is  an  age  of  peace!  There  is  no  peac*, 
atr,  for  thie*  guilty,  lost  world  of  ours.  Look  at  the 
eonduetof  England,  even  in  the  last  few  years — 
nay,  months.  There  is  scarcely  a  country  on  the 
globe  in  which  she  was  not  at  work,  with  her  death- 
dealing  instruments,  to  accomplish  the  object  she 
seemed  to  have  in  view— of  umvcbsil  domination. 
The  soond  of  her  cannon  may  even  now  be  heard 
reverberating  from  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean, 
from  Upper  India,  and  from  China.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  deny  that  she  is  exerting  her  influence  in  our 
.own  country  through  many  and  various  channels— 
through  her  literature,  which  finds  its  way  to,  the 
extremeat  ve'ge  of  the  Republic,  and  for  which  I 
am  thankfu>;  but  ttill  it  is  an  influence,  and  a  most 
potent  one,  even  if  kept  within  legitimate  bounds— 
through  our  language,  religion,  custom**,  manners, 
and  law*-— through  the  arts  and  sciences — bat 
above  all,  tnrojgh  the  medium  of  trade  and  navi- 
gation, by  which  we  are  almost  sold  to  her.    And*, 


sir,  it  is  a  melancholy  fact  to  admit,  but  candor 
compels  the  admission,  that  never,  to  this  moment, 
have  wc  entirely  cast  off  the  swaddling  clothes  of 
infancy,  or  the  tattered  garments  of  early  colonial 
dependence. 

Mr.  President,  there  can  be  but  two  honest  poli- 
tical parties  in  this  country .  The  fragments  most 
be  absorbed  by  the  great  bodies;  and  is  it  saying 
too  much  that  when  these  parties  are  arrayed 
against  each  other,  and  battling  fiercely  for  princi- 
ple and  power,  with  nearly  equal  numbers,  that 
British  interests  and  British  influence  may  be 
thrown  into  the  scales  to  cause  one  side  te  prepon- 
derate? And  the  party  in  this  country  which  ap- 
proximates in  opinion  nearest  to  her  political  sys- 
tem, which  advocates  with  zeal  her  interests  in  op- 
position to  the  interests  of  powers  foreign  to  us; 
that  party  which  shall  exert  its  power  and  influ- 
ence to  secure  the  payment  of  the  vast  sums  we 
owe  in  England  at  the  expense  of  crippling  vi- 
tally the  General  Government,  will  have  the  sym- 
pathy and  all  the  incidental  aid  which  can  be  given 
without  seeming  to  interfere  too  openly  in  our  do- 
mestic affairs. 

The  British  press  and  British  money  wM  be  put 
in  requisition  here  and  abroad  to  aid  this  party, 
and  the  world  must  judge  which  of  the  two.  parties 
in  this  country  was  most  likely  to  obtain  that  aid. 

And,  Mr.  President,  I  hope  this  can  be  said  with- 
out meaning  or  asserting  that  the  great  mass  of  the 
American  psople  have  been  corrupted  by  foreign 
gold.  No  one  has  said  so,  no  one  has  thought  so. 
English  emissaries  have  heretofore  penetrated  into 
the  heart  of  the  land,  and  will  do  so  again,  to  fo- 
ment disunion;  and  glided  along  our  frontier,  ex- 
citing the  ferocious  savage  to  rapine  and  slaughter; 
and  the  World's  Convention  lately  met  in  London 
for  purposes  connected  with  our  domestic  relations. 
She  is  every  where  insinuated  among  us;  and  upon 
the  ocean  and  upon  the  land,  she  now  presents  the 
most  stupendoui  fabric  pf  wisdom  and  power  that 
the  world  ever  saw.  Our  disputes  with  her  are 
ripening;  they  must  soon  be  matured,  and  when 
she  is  ready,  she  will  present  the  alternative  of  ac- 
quiescence to  her  wishes,  or  of  war  to  the  knife  1 
Are  you  prepared  for  this?  No,  sir.  Then  let  us 
be  up  and  doing,  for  now  is  the  accepted  time. 

In  the  remarks  made  by  me  on  the  pre-emption 
bill,  it  was  my  earnest  desire  to  confine  myse'f  to 
its  provisions  and  to  its  objects.  I  view  it  as  a 
measure  that  will  at  this  moment  increase  our  reve- 
nues, make  the  heart  of  the  poor  man  glad,  aug- 
ment our  national  resources  by  opening  tbe  wilder- 
ness and  the  fountains  of  hidden  treasures,and  invite 
emigration  from  abroad.  I  desire  to  see  my  coun- 
try great,  prosperous,  independent,  and  happy;  the 
asylum  of  the  exiled  and  oppressed  of  all  nation?. 
I  wish  to  see  it  a  burning  and  shining  light  to  the 
world.  And  in  every  vote,  and  in  every  word  ut- 
tered, I  will  endeavor  to  keep  these  objects  in  view. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  DAVIS, 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
In  tht  Htmse  of  ftepresentaHvtt,  Febntsry  19,  1841— 
In  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  ex- 
tend for  five  years  the  law  approved  July  7, 
1838,  'granting  pensions  to  certain  widows  of 
officer*  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution. 
Mr.  DAVIS  addressed  the  committee  a?  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman:  There  seems  tote  some  mis- 
understanding in  the  committee  as  to  the  effect 
of  this  bill  now  under  consideration,  or  at  least 
amongst    some   of   the    gentlemen    who   have  I 


addressed  the  committee  on  the  subject.  It  has  been 
stated  that  this  Mil  will  increase  tbe  public  expendi- 
ture; and  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Jones]  informs  ns  that 
it  will  require  between  two  and  a  half  and  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  the  five  years.  Admit  this  to  be  a 
fact,  (said  Mr.  D.)  of  which  I  have  no 'doubt,  it  is 
not  an  increase  over  your  present  expenditure  to 
that  amount.  The  bill  only  revives  and  extends 
the  act  of  July  7,  1838,  for  the  term  of  fat  years 
from  the  4th  of  March  next,  when  the  present  law 
expires.  If  a  few  pensioners  or  their  widows 
should  be  placed  on  the  list  under  the  second  sec- 
tion of  this  bill,  it  will  not  be  equal  to  the  diminu- 
tion of  the  number  of  those  now  on  the  roll,  em- 
braced in  the  first  section.  Some  gentlemen  seem 
to  be  alarmed  at  the  increase  of  the  pension  list. 
So  far,  however,  from  its  increasing,  it  is'  decreas- 
ing daily,  and  agreeably  to  the  course  of  nature,  so 
far  as  Revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers  and  their 
widows  are  concerned,  it  must  soon  cease  alto- 
gether. 

Br  referring  to  tbe  returns  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions,  it  will  be  seen  that  1,505  deaths  have 
been  reported  within  the  last  year;  171  of  them 
were  widows  who  were  pensioned  under  the  act  of 
July  7,  1638,  now  intended  to  be  revived.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  many  more  have  died  that  have  not 
been  reported,  because  there  was  a  balance  re- 
maining in  the  hands  of  the  pension  agen  s  un- 
drawn on  the  lu  day  of  January  last,  of  #561,- 
762  28,  of  which  sum  $401,023  52  was  appropri- 
ated for  the  payment  of  certain  widows,  embraced 
in  the  act  whioh  the  first  section  of  this  bill  in- 
tends to  continue  in  force. 

By  referring  to  the  several  pension  laws,  it  will 
be  seen  that,  under  the  act  of  March  18,  1818,  of 
20,000  officers  and  soldiers  placed  on  your  pension 
list,  only  7,947  are  now  remaining. 

Under  the  act  of  June  7,  1832,  the  number  al- 
lowed pensions  was  31,808,  of  which  only  23,207 
now  remain.  ' 

Of  the  1,116  persons  who  were  pensioned  under 
the  law  of  May  15, 1828,  for  the  benefit  of  the  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  of  the  continental  army  who 
served  during  the  war,  only  605  are  now  on  the 
rolls. 

The  number  of  widows  who  have  receive! 
pensions  under  the  act  of  July  4,  1836,  is  3,468; 
and  2.760  of  that  number  are  still  on  tbe  pension 
roll*,  and  supposed  to  be  liv.ng. 

The  number  of  widows  who  have  been  pensioned 
under  the  act  of  July  7,  1838,  is  5.912,  and  death 
has  already  reduced  them  to  5,586;  and  in  a  abort 
time  there  will  be  no  more  of  them  left. 

The  whole  number  pensioned  under  the  several ' 
acta  of  Congress,  of  officers,  soldiers,  and  widows, 
is  62,374;  of  this  number  40,105  are  reported  to 
be  still  on  the  pension  roll,  altboogh  it  is  believed 
that  many  of  them  are  deceased,  of  whose  deaths  no 
notice  has  yet  leen  given.  From  the  state- 
ment it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  about  forty  thou- 
sand names  now  on  your  pension  roll,  out  of  sixty 
two  thousand;  and  there  I  ore  there  is  no  cause  of 
alarm  by  apprehending  an  increase  of  your  pen* 
sion  lis*;  and  if  it  were  double  that  number  (said 
Mr.  D.)  I  would  still  make  ample  provision  for 
them. 

Tne  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Stan- 
ly,] has  attempted  to  make  this  a  party  question,  by 
calling  on  the  friend*  of  the  coming  Administration 
not  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  burdened  with  this 
additional  expeme. 

[Here  Mr.  Stinlt  rote  and  Mated  that  be  did 
not  intend  to  make  it  a  patty  question,  nor  did  he 
wish  his  remarks  to  be  so  understood.] 

Mr*  Divis  said,  he  had  so  understood  the  gentle- 
man, but  he  would  take  his  explanation  as  given. 
One  thing  he  «  a -5  pleaded  to  say,  that  there  was  no 
party  in  the  district  that  he  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, opposed  to  this  bill.  If  there  ever  was  a  law 
that  met  the  universal  approbation  of  all  parties 
in  that  district,  it  is,  said  he,  your  laws  granting 
pensions  to  the  officer*  and  sot  Jiers  of  the  Revolc- 
tion,  and  to  their  widows,  to  keep  them  from  want 
in  their  declining  years. 

Sir,  j- aid  Mr.  D.  we  owe  to  that  class  of  our  fel- 
low-citizens a  debt  of  gratitude  that  we  shall  never 
be  able  to  pay.    To  the  soldieis  of  the  Revolution, 
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we  are  indebted  for  the  blessings  of  (he  Govern- 
ment. Yes,  sir,  for  the  right  to  assemble  in  tb>s 
hall,  to  discuss  their  claims  and  yet  gentlemen 
talk  abont  dollars  and  cents,  when  such  claims  as 
these  are  presented  for  their  consideration. 

There  are  a  few  widows  yet  remaining  among 
us,  whose  husbands  not  only  fought  the  battles  of 
your  country,  but  wasted  their  fortunes,  and  in- 
jured their  health  in  doing  »c>  And  will  you,  said 
Mr.  O.  now  withhold  from  them  this  small  pittance 
to  keep  them  from  suffering,  during  the  lew  days 
that  they  may  yet  remain  amongst  us?  An  attempt 
has  been  made,  said  he,  to  make  this  a  sectional 
question.  But  by  looking  over  the  last  returns  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  it  will  be  seen,  how- 
ever, that  ihey  are  to  be  found  in  every  State  and 
Territory  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  D.   I  did  not  rise  to 

make  a  speech,  but  to  correct  what  seemed  to  me 

to  be  an  error  in  the    miads  of  some  members  in 

supposing  that  this  bill  would  increase  your  pen- 

>  sion  list,  and  therefore  increase  the  public  burden. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  COOPER, 

OF  GEORGIA. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  February  9,  1841— 

In  Committee  of  the  Whole  (in  reply  to  Mr. 

Qiddings  of  0'iio)  on  the  Pension  bill,  and  the 

amendment  thereto  appropriating  f  100,000  for 

removal  of  the  Indians  ffom  Florida. 

After  Mr.  Giddings  of  Ohio  had  concluded  his 
speech,  Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia  rose  in  reply, 
and  said: 

He  felt  himself  called  on  by  an  inapt rious  sense 
of  duty  to  do  what  he  least  anticipated;  and,  al- 
though it  had  been  his  purpose  to  remain  silent 
during  the  remainder  of  the  session,  he  was  not 
permitted  quietly  to  sit  and  hear  the  people  he  re- 
presented— ye*,  his  very  neighbors— slandered  and 
vilified,  and  the  domestic  institutions  amidst  which 
he  had  been  born  and  educated,  with  which  his 
constituents  were  identified,  assailed  and  denounced 
as  a  moral  pestilence,  that  polluted  and  contami- 
nated all  who  were  in  contact  with  them.  No,  sir; 
I  should  be  unfaithful  to  my  trust,  if  I  did  not 
speak  out,  when  sentiments  like  those  of  the  gen- 
t'eman  fiom  Ohio,  and  principles  such  as  he  advo- 
cated, were  freely  and  plainly  utterrd  in  this  hall, 
in  the  hearing  of  the  American  Congress — senti- 
ments and  principles  unwise,  imprudent,  unsafe, 
alarming,  and  destructive  of  this  Government — 
principles  dictated  by  a  false  philanthropy,  and  un- 
supported by  Uie  laws  and  Constitution  or  by  the 
reason  and  justice  of  the  cafe. 

Duriog  three  long  hours,  sir,  we  had  sat,  hear- 
ing and  seeing  the  inflictions  which  that  gentleman 
attempted  to  put  upon  the  State  of  Georgia.  Re- 
spect for  ourselves  and  for  the  »tation  he  holds,  as  a 
member  of  this  House,  has  procured  (or  him  a  pa- 
tient hearing. 

I  have  endeavored  to  mark  with  accuracy  the 
sentiments  he  has  u tiered  and  the  prtnepies  he  has 
laid  down;  that  I  might  clearly  define  bis  purposes, 
ant  expose  the  role  that  governs  him  in  refusing  or 
granting  supplies  to  defend  his  country,  when  in- 
vaded by  a  foreign  or  domestic  foe. 

1  thick  I  have  not  misunderstood  him,  nor  have 
I  erred  in  the  estimate  I  have  put  on  his  purposes. 
The  proposition  before  the  committee  is  to  appro- 
priate $100,000  to  carry  out  an  tffort  to  terminate 
the  Florida  war — a  conflict  which  you  have  been 
engaged  in  for  five  years  with  savages  and  refugee 
slaves— a  war  unlike  any  other  which  has  hereto- 
fore existed— a  foe  ever  in  the  field;  never  seen, 
but  always  fel — continually  attacking,  bui  never 
met — one  with  whom  innocent  moth'rs  and  their 
babes  are  as  lawful  victims  as  th3  man  at  arms. 

To  this  proposition  the  member  from  Ohio  says 
he  will  stand  opposed.  And  upon  what  ground? 
The  war*  he  says*  was  unjust  because  the  people  of 
Qt  orgia  and  of  Florida  were  the  ajrgretsors.  He 
has  endeavored  to  trace  the  causes  of  that  war  with 
a  view  to  fix  this  charge  en  Georgia  in  particular. 
He  thinks  he  has  (raced  it  t«  Uivery,  for  he  de- 
clares that  the  crime  of  rugro  stealing,  committed 
by  the  Georgians,  was  the  cause  of  the  war.  He 
arrives  at  this  conclusion  by  assuming,  that  with- 
out slavery  there  could  be  no  negro  stealing. 


After  condoning  the  war  and  his  Government  for 
being  engaged  in  it — after  abusing,  in  a  slanderous 
manner,  the  people  I  represent,  for  originating  it, 
as  he  alleges — after  pouring  forth  his  invectives 
and  denunciations  against  the  peculiar  domestic 
institutions  of  my  State,  he  utters  loud  and 'bitter 
complaints  that  be  and  bis  constituents  ate  taxed  to 
pay  for  this  war — raises  a  lamentation  and  a  wail* 
ing  in  behalf  of  the  poor  Indian,  whilst  be  stands 
with  bis  tomahawk  and  rifle  over  the  mangled  and 
bleeding  bodies  of  the  defenceless  white  mother 
and  her  child,  and  declares  he  will  give  nothing  to 
defend  or  protect  hi;  country. 

This,  sir,  is  the  character,  the  sum  and  the  sub- 
stance of  the  philantropy  and  benevolence  of  those 
who,  like  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  have  such  a 
holy  and  pure  religion  in  regard  to  slavery ;  so 
much  good  will  for  the  Indian  and  the  negro— 
mixed  with  "scorn  and  indignation"  for  the  South- 
ern white  man.  This  affords  us  a  measure  of  Am 
patriotism.  r 

I  rejoice,  sir,  that  we  of  the  South  have  a  diffe- 
rent and  more  exalted  patriotism — one  which  is 
neither  measured  by  our  purse,  our  love  of  Indians 
and  negroes,  nor  our  love  of  money.  No,  sir. 
Though  you  were  at  war  for  a  petty  strip  of  land  on 
your  Northeastern  boundary,  fit  only  for  firewood, 
Southern  products,  Southern  money,  and  Southern 
blood  would  be  at  your  command.  We  should  not 
stop  to  inquire  whether  your  war  was  just  or  unjust. 
We  should  not  attempt  to  reproach  our  Govern- 
ment and  country  for  a  war,  that  might  have  re- 
sulted from  cutting  or  stealing  wood,  as  England 
would  say,  on  her  own  territory.  We  should  make 
no  such  charge  against  any  State.  We  should  hold 
it  to  be  our  country's  cause;  and  for  her  cause  and 
her  honor  we  would  bleed  and  die.  Not  so  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  He  has  no  blood  to 
shed,  no  battles  to  fight,  no  money  to  pay,  no  sym- 
pathy to  exercise.  Standing  on  the  side  of  bis 
country's  foes,  he  condemns  hit  country,  feels  only 
for  the  savage,  and  refuses  to  pay. 

I  will  not  go  with  the  gentleman  to  inquire  into 
the  cautes  of  the  Florida  war.  Much  as  he  is  in 
error,  1  feel  no  obligations  to  put  him  right.  He 
could  not  be  obliged  to  me  for  it.  1  perceive  he 
has  a  purpose  and  an  object  in  view  which  would 
be  wholly  defeated  if  I  should  correct  him.  Let 
him  be  indulged  in  .his  error.  To  rectify  this  would 
only  drive  him  to  hunt  up  some  other.  My  effort 
shall  be  confined  to  the  attempt  to  expose  and  repel 
his  false  and.  slanderous  charge  against  the  people 
1  represent;  exhibiting,  as  1  go,  fairly  and  fully  the 
object  he  has  in  view. 

1  will  place  a  mere  statement  of  his  principles 
and  rules  of  conduct  in  review  before  this  commit- 
tee and  the  country.  There  are  a  number  in  this 
committee,  whose  views  in  regard  to  slavery,  are 
understood  to  accord  with  the  gentleman  from  Oaio, 
1  have  thought  1  had  seen  a  concerted  movement 
among&t  them  here  this  session.  I  am  not  per- 
mitted to  designate  those  gentlemen  by  name,  but 
it  is  well  understood  to  whom  I  refer.  When  I  shall 
repeat  in  their  bearing  the  principles  avowed  by 
the  gentleman  on  this  door,  1  call  on  them  to  say 
whether  they  all  do  not  agree.  And  if  I  misrepre- 
sent him,  I  ask  him  or  some  friend  of  his  to  correct 
me.  * 

Sir,  the  gentleman  maintains,  first: 

"  That  slavery  is  a  great  political  aud  moral  evil, 
and  ought  to  be  abolished.1' 

Secondly:  "That  his  constituent*  are  insul'ed, 
that  their  money  has  been  taken  to  pay  for  negroes, 
and  are  greatly  excied  on  the  subject." 

Thirdly:  "That  Congress  has  as  much  power  to 
abolish  slavery  as  to  tustain  iu" 

Fourthly:  "That  Congress  has  no  power  to  take 
the  army  to  sustain  iu" 

These  are  some  of  the  extraordinary  and  alarm- 
ing doctrines  pre  claimed  on  this  floor.  I  have 
not  mistaken  the  gentleman.  I  wrote  down  his 
language  at  the  time,  and  here  it  stands.  Does  he 
or  any  oce  for  him  disavow  it?  Not  at  all,  sir; 
he  was  well  understood. 

I  shall  not  discuss  those  portions;  I  am  not  here 
for  such  a  purpose;  I  put  tbem  down  as  part  of  the 
history  and  signs  of  ths  times.  There  my  duty 
ends. 

These  views  arc  wrt  peculiar  to  that  gentleman; 


I  am  well  assured  others  hare  think  with  hist 
Else  why  this  silence?  Their  silence  indicates 
either  their  agreement  or  their  apprehension  at  ex- 
pressing a  difference,  le*t  their  constituents  aboejd 
condemn  them.  Either  fact  demonstrates  laeandi 
of  their  constituency.  That  is  the  great  point. 
Sir,  these  sentiments  are  freely  disseminated  ill 
over  the  Union  by  several  of  the  ablest  conducted 
public  journals  in  New  York,  Boston,  Cincinnati 
and  elsewhere.  They  are  fast  pervading  the  whole 
country  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line.  This, 
too,  I  put  down  as  a  part  of  the  history  of  the 
times.  I  should  belie  my  own  conscience,  and  be 
unfaithful  to  those  I  represent,  if  I  should  fail  hew 
to  record  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  made  one  disco- 
very for  which  I  give  him  credit,  because  it  seeoe 
to  conflict  somewhat  with  his  views  and prejedien. 
It  is  ihir:  he  h^s  at  length  ascertained  that  "negro 
stealing"  is  a  crime.  It  is  due  to  him  to  admit,  how- 
ever, that  to  constitute  it  a  crime,  he  thinks  it  estea- 
tial  that  the  offence  should  be  committed  by  s  waft 
man,  living  in  a  slave  region.  If  committed  by  a 
citizen  of  Georgia  amongst  the  Seminole  Indian*,  it 
is  a  great  crime,  and  a  just  cause  of  war  oa  tte 
part  of  the  Seminole,  for  which  he  excuses  and  jus- 
tifies the  savage.  If  committed  by  the  Indian  in 
Georgia,  it  is  exouaable,  for  thereby  the  negro  nay 
escape  his  master.  If  committed  by  a  eiuna  si 
New  York  or  Maine  in  Georgia  or  Virginia,  it  it 
not  only  not  a  crime,  but  an  act  of  great  benevo- 
lence and  philanthropy,  worthy  to  be  aid  td  and  abet- 
ted by  the  Legislatures  of  those  two  great  State* 

[Here  the  Chairman,  Mr.  CLtrroao  (ram  Maine, 
called  to  order.] 

Mr.  Cooper  said,  sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  be  oat 
of  order.  I  only  adverted  to  these  cases  by  way  of 
illustration. 

Mr.  Evans  of  Blaine  here  rose,  and  said,  be  de- 
nied that  any  citizen  of  Maine  had  beam  guilty  of 
negro  stealing— on  the  contrary,  he  maintained  that 
certain  persons  from  Georgia  had  come  to  Mane 
and'  kidnapped  a  negro.] 

Mr.  Coo  pre  said  he  was  apprised  that  megm- 
tleman  from  Maine,  who  thus  interrupted  kin, 
held  the  same  opinion  with  the  gentleman  fioa 
Ohio,  on  this  subject  of  negro  stealing;  and,  ii  » 
doiogt  gave  great  strength"  and  weight  to  tee  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddinos,]  by  hit  talents  aed 
influence  in  the  ranks  of  his  political  associates. 
He  has  united  in  the  charge  of  negro  stealing 
against  the  people  of  Georgia— or  that  which  h  n 
Georgia  considered  equivalent,  to  wit,  kidnaptfig. 
And  whilst  he  does  this,  be  maintains  also,  that  a 
citizen  of  Maine,  going  from  Georgia,  commits  ao 
crime  in  harboring,  concealing,  taking,  and  carry* 
"ing  away  a  slave.  But  that  the  master,  in  par** 
of  such  property,  recovering  it  -in  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Maine,  is  guilty  of  kidnapping.  In  Ibis,  w. 
he  agrees  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  So  do 
other  gentlemen  on  this  floor;  many  n*01**^ 
than  this  House  has  credit  for  in  the  State  of  Geo- 
gia.  In  this,  too,  they  are  both  sustained  by  mar 
political  party  in  Maine,  Ohio,  New  York,  aed 
elsewhere.  .  . 

I  stand  not  here  to  dispute  the  point  with  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  whether  a  ciuien  of  Maine 
has  stolen  a  negro  from  Georgia.  I  l^ave  *•*  *" 
sue  to  the  court  and  jury  of  Chatham  comw» 
where,  at  least,  exists  prima  f  ecu  evidence  of  gmtt. 
Whether  a  citizen  of  Georgia  has  beea  goflty  ot 
kidnapping  his  ©ton  negro,  pursued  and  «*[***  ? 
Maine,  where  he  bad  been  taken  and  ntr***2 Jf 
still  more  foreign  to  my  purpose  to  mwaufata 
The  charge  is  too  slanderous  and  vile  to  menta 
refutation  from  me;  and  but  for  the  fact  that  it  hat 
been  wantonly  made  on  this  floor  by  a  leatef  cTcae 
of  the  parties  in  this  House,  I  would  *****? 
notice  it.  Sir,  I  have  been  recently  deprived £»* 
power  to  recent  it  as  I  should  do,  by  the  act  of  Jjy 
constituents.  The  power  of  properly  N**** 
such  outrages  on  this  floor  has  been  **■*![? 
other  hands.  I  confess,  however,  ^  *?£*![ 
as  my  arm  has  been  rendered,  it,  is  mored  oyaa 
involuntary  effort  to  return  the  blow  that  teg** 
To  my  colleagues,  sir,  who  hold  here  tlaejaowos 
of  the  scorpion  and  the  spear,  I  leave  the  cm*** 
the  credit  of  driving  back  the  gentknmt  tm 
Maine.    la  my  feebleness,  I  shall  jwbatyf »" 
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enough  to  do  to  repel  the  attack  of  the  picket 
•guard,  commanded  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 
I  may  sink  under  it  when  unstained  and  prosecuted 
by  the  distinguished  geatiemen  from  Massachusetts, 
[air.  Adams.]  I  have  thought  for  some  time  that 
he,  with  others,  had  a  fixed,  preconceived  purpose 
to  press  their  views  and  plans  here.  See  (he  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  with  his  speech  before  him, 
written  out  letter  and  word  beforehand,  ready  for 
any  and  all  occasions.  See  the  impulse  now  given 
to  this  committee,  Remember  the  declarations 
and  threats  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Adams,]  made  during  the  present  session. 
Sir,  when  gentlemen  have  wished  to  torn  the  force 
and  effect  of  what  the  venerable  member  has  said, 
they  insinuated  that  be  is  deranged.  If  he  is  de- 
ranged, I  feel  curioas  to  behold  a  sane  man.  If  he 
is  aeranged,  it  is  the  derangement  of  a  masterly 
intellect,  tutored  by  long  experience,  fortified  by 
rest  knowledge,  unimpaired  by  age,  and  stimu- 
lated by  physical  qualities  peculiar  to  that  gentle- 
naa.  It  is  the  derangement  of  a  mind  which  evi- 
dently has  a  giant  strength,  and  the  quickness  of 
lightning.  Be  tells  you  this  subject  shall  and  must 
be  diseased  in  this  Hail.  The  evidences  that  he 
in  right,  are  daily  multiplying. 

Mr.  Chairman,  whilst  the  crime  ef  negro  steel- 
ing is  acknowledged  by  the  member  from  Ohio,  for 
the  purpose 'of  fixing  ths  guilt  of  a  savage  warfare 
on  the  people  of  my  State,  and  that  of  kidnapping 
is  charged  by  hrm  of  Maine  against  a  citizen  of 
Georgia,  who  takes  his  own  negro;  no  charge 
whatever,  as  they  think,  rests  on  a  man  of  Ohio  or 
Maine  who  shall  entice  or  take  away  the  property 
of  my  constituents,  or  of  the  people  of  Kentucky. 

I  know  the  fact,  sir,  that  a  negro  belonging  to  a 
'  citizen  of  Georgia  was  enticed  and  carried  away  by 
certain  people  in  Ohio,  and  that  not  for  the  benevo- 
lent purpose  of  freeing  the  slave,  but  for  the  very 
strfwttct  intent  of  pocketing  the  reward  offered  for 
her  apprehension.  For  no  sooner  than  a  sufficient 
reward  was  offered,  they  caused  her  to  be  delivered 
safely  over  en  the  Kentucky  side;  for  which  act, 
all  the  parties  concerned,  including  the  agent  of  the 
owner  of  the  slave,  were  presented  by  a  grand  jury 
for  kidnapping. 

[Here  Air.  Cooper  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Chair.] 

He  said  he  had  no  purpose  to  discuss  these  to* 
pics,  but  believed  it  to  be  right  and  proper  in  reply 
to  what  had  been  said,  to  show  bow  this  subject 
was  differently  viewed  under  differing  circum- 
stances. I  have  (said  Mr.  C.)  no  notes  of  my 
own,  save  those  taken  of  what  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  said;  and  I  am  strictly  panning  bis  remarks. 

[Mr.  Black  of  Georgia  appealed  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Chair.  The  committee  overruled  the 
decision,  and  Mr.  Coopxa  was  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed.] 

I  have  said,  sir,  all  I  designed  to  say  of  negro 
stealing  in  Ohio  and  in  Maine.  As  I  before  re- 
marked, I  will  not  discuss  any  point  involved  in 
the  subject.  I  shall  be  content  to  bring  in  review 
before  this  committee  the  views  of  gentlemen  pro- 
claimed here,  in  all  their  al arming  import. 

The  member  from  Ohio  magnifies  the  evils  of 
the  Florida  war,  as  he  conceives  them,  and  express- 
ly charges  that  "slavery  was  the  cause  of  tt."  [Here 
Mr.  Cooper  paused,  looking  Mr.  Giddinos  in  the 
face;  Mr.  Giddinos  remarked,  "lae  gentleman  is 
rig'it "]  I  know  I  am  right,  sir.  And  the  gent  fe- 
rn in  arrives  at  bis  conclusion  in  this  way:  the 
Georgians  stole  the  Indian  negroes;  for  which  rea- 
s>n,  toe  Indians  fougbt.  Without  slavery,  there 
would  have  been  no  negro  stealicg;  therefore, 
slavery  caused  the  war. 

Thi>,  sir,  reminds  me  of  a  certain  mode  of  rea- 
soning which  I  read  about  at  school;  by  which,  it 
may  be  proved,  and  with  about  as  much  propriety/ 
in  ir*e  conclusion,  that  a  certain  animal,  going  on 
iwp  leg?,  having  the  stature  and  appearance  of  the 
gen*  Jamaa  from  Ohio,  is  a  goon. 

Slavery  had  about  as  much  to  do  with  the  Flori- 
da war,  a*  h  id  a  certain  breed  of  cattle  in  the  low- 
lands, in  causing  that  harass;  ng  border  warfare 
kept  up  between  the  Highlander*  and  LowlanJers  of 
Scotland.  About  as  much  to  do  as  the  talcing  of 
game  and  fish,  or  peltry,  had  in  prodoc  ng  the  war 
with  Tecumaeb  and  Black  Wawkj  or  about  as 


much  as  the  stealing  of  ponies  had  in  producin 
the  Indian  wars  in  Ohio;  or  that  which  resulted  in 
the  battle  of  Tippecanoe. 

If  the  gentlemen V reasoning  be  just,  there  ought 
never  to  have  been  any  Indian  war  north  of  Ma- 
son and  Dixon's  Line,  west  of  the  Ohio.  How 
stands  the  fact?  It  confutes  and  confounds  the  gen- 
tleman. No,  sir,  it  is  not  true;  and  the  effort  to 
make  it  appear,  on  an  occasion  like  the  present, 
demonstrates  his  great  anxiety  to  get  up  an  ".Ami- 
Slavery  Indignation  meeting"  in  this  Hall.  He  and 
his  associates  expect  the  benefits  of  it;  and,  so  far 
as  mischief  is  threatened  to  my  people,  he  and  they 
sha  I  bear  the  responsibility. 

Whilst  he  knows  it  to  be  contrary  to  rule  to  dis- 
cuss slavery  here,  he  has  formally  and  at  great 
length  dwelt  on  the  evils  of  it,  notwithstanding  he 
has  been  called  to  order  by  three  of  my  colleagues, 
[Messrs.  Black,  Habersham,  and  Warren.]  The 
first  evil  alledged  by  him  was  a  savage,  unjust,  and 
iniquitous  war  waged,  as  he  says,  againtt  innocent 
unoffending  red  men  of  the  forest. 

The  second,  and,  as  he  thinks,  the  greatest,  is 
that  his  constituents  have  to  pay  for  it;  and  not  only 
so,  but  have  been  required  to  pay  for  negroes  cap- 
tured in  it,  thereby  acquiring  the  relation  of  masters 
to  those  slaves. 

Thirdly,  slavery,  he  says,  has  prevented  the  Semi- 
noles  from  emigrating. 

To  make  good  these  serious  coropla:n!s,  he  ad- 
duces the  report  of  Gen.  Wiley  Thompson,  aid  of 
Gov.  Daval;  the  orders  o£  Gen.  Jesup;  the  memorial* 
of  John  Walker;  and  that  of  an  Apilachicola 
chief.  These  documents  may  serve  bis  purpose  of 
getting  up  *  indignation"  meetings  amongst  bis  con- 
stituents. They  are  insufficient  for  any  other. 
By  one  of  them,  he  would  also  implicate  two  gentle- 
men of  character  personally  known  to  me;  the  one 
residing  in  my  own  town,  and  the  other  residiog  in 
Irwmton,  Alabama,  and  distinguished  for  his  gal- 
lantry in  the  late  Creek  war.  .On  such  evidence, 
introduced  at  this  time  by  the  member  from  O.iio, 
for  such  purposes  as  he  has  in  view,  I  would  not 
feel  it  just  to  those  gentlemen  even  to  join  is^ue. 
If  they  were  here  to  hear  the  imputations,  or  if  they  , 
were  made  elsewhere  by  the  gentlemtfa,  [Mr.  Gid- 
dinos,] I  would  not  promise  to  save  his  person 
harmless.  Sir,  it  is  of  a  piece  with  the  slander  he 
bo  freely  dealt  out  in  regard  to  the  people  of  Georgia. 

Another  evil  of  slavery  he  states  is:  'That  it  pro- 
duced that  clause  of  ths  treaty  of  the  Indian 
Springs,  which  required  the  Indians  to  pay  for 
runaway  negroes  harbored  and  hold  by  them,  from 
1802  to  1821,  claimed,  by  the  people  of  Georgia." 

This  treaty,  he  says,  caused  the  Florida  war, 
and  to  pro_ve  it,  reads  from  General  Wiley  Thomp- 
son's report  as  follows: 

"Tbe  Creek  claim  to  negroes  now  in  pooMwion  of  thft  Semi, 
nole  Indian*,  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  first  cause  of  hostility 
to  emigration  of  tbe  latter  tribe,  grow*  out  of  the  treaty  of  1821 
between  the  United  Siaica  and  tbe  former." 

Tnat  treaty,  it  seems,  was  the  foundation  of  the 
Indian  ti'le  to  the  Georgia  negroes,  therefore  that 
treaty  caused  the  Florida  war— and  hence  Georgians 
produced  the  war. 

This,  also,  is  another  specimen  of  the  gentle- 
man's reasoning  by  syllogism.  It  measures 
again  his  sense  of  justice,  because,  from  the  fact 
that  those  Georgia  claims*  were  consequent  upon 
the  toss  of  that  property,  he  would  have  refused  io 
ratify  it,  or  when  ratified,  would  object  to  its  exe- 
cution, and  in  case  of  war,  resulting  from  its  pro- 
visions,, (as  he  alleges^  he  would  justify  the  Indi- 
ans, and  lefuse  supplies  to  his  Government  to  p'o- 
tecute  it.  For  he  says  that  treaty  required  250,- 
000,  part  and  p* reel  of  the  purchase  rroncy  paid 
by  this  Government  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title 
to  the  lauds  west  of  the  Ocmulgee,  to  be  applied  to 
these  Georgia  claims.  This  is  true.  And  it  was 
so  agreed  by  the  Government  and  the  Indians. 
Tha  gentleman  has  no  ground  of  complaint,  and  I 
presume  will  cease  to  complain  when  he  reflects 
that  such  application  of  the  money  did  not  incieass 
the  burdens  of  his  people  one  dollar. 

But  he  says,  "the  people  of  Georgia  extorted  this 
sum  from  the  Indian?.'1  This  position  is  taken  by 
the  gentleman,  no  doubt,  on  the  ground  that  he 
denies  the  ri^ht  of  property  in  negroes.  Otherwise, 
he  must  know  mat  be  asserts  waat  is  not  true,  but 
what  is  palpably  false. 


A  balance  of  this  sum — say  (149,000 — being  un- 
expended, he  says  Georgia  memorialized  Congress 
to  have  it  paid  to  claims  of  a  similar  kind,  and 
that  Congress,  by  a  repor:  of  Mr.  Gilmer,  was  di- 
rected to  apply  it  to  the  payment  of  negroes  never  , 
born,  but  which  would  have  been  bora  if  their  pa- 
rents had  lived. 

[Here  Mr:  GiDomas  explained,  and  said  he  was 
misunderstood:  he  referred  only  to  the  increase.] 

Mr.  C.  resumed.  That  may  have  been  his  mean- 
ing, Mr.  Chairman,  and  I  am  willing  to  be  correct* 
ed.  That  {report  of  Mr.  Gilmer  is  based  on  im- 
mutable principles  of  justice:  if  is  able  and  unan- 
swerable, and  can  only  be  withstood  by  those  who, 
like  the  gentleman,  think  no  man  ought  to  be  paid 
for  a  negro  that  is  stolen  from  his  master. 

But  it  is  monstrous,  he  s\ys,  that  General  Jesup 
should  offer  to  give  the  Indian  property  io  the  cap- 
tor's— still  wor^e,  he  think?,  that,  when  captured, 
the  General  should  deehre  them  to  be  the  property 
of  the  United  States.  These  are  atrocities  not  to 
be  atoned  for,  he  would  have  you  believe — not  even 
surpassed  by  another  great  evil,  to  wit,  a  threat  of 
the  General  to  hang  the  runaway  negroes,  who 
were  engaged  in  the  war. 

All  this,  sir,  is  intended,  no  doubt,  for  an  "in- 
dignation meeting"  amongst  the  gentleman's  con- 
stituents, to  excite  them  against  slavery  and  South- 
ern slaveholder.*;  and  for  the  same  purpose  he 
speaks  of  the  bloodhounds.  He,  sir,  knows  very 
little  of  Indian  fighting,  and  would  no  doubt  much 
rather  attend  a  dozen  such  meetings,  at  the  hazard 
of  destroying  this  Union,  than  go  into  one  fight  of  the 
kind.  A  very  little  knowledge  or  experience  would 
teach  and  instruct  his  lender  conscience  that  the  best 
move  jet  made  there  was  that  by  Harney,  when 
he  hung  the  Indians  and  left  them  banging.  And 
so  far  from  attaching  blame  to  Gen.  Jesup  for  such 
orders,  or  the  Government  for  sanctioning  them,  he 
would  at  once  conclude  that  the  most  reasonable 
complaint  would  be  that  those  who  managed  the 
war  did  not  make  it  a  war  of  extermination  from 
the  beginning.  In  the  end  that  policy  would  have 
proved  a  saving  of  much  human  life,  and  millions 
of  money. 

But  to  get  out  of  the  difficulty,  the  Government 
caused  the  negroes  to  be  sold  to  Gen.  Watson. 
Here,  sir,  is  a  branch  of  tbe  subject  which  is  one 
reason  that  induced  me  to  take  the  floor — Watson's 
claims  to  these  negroes.  I  desire  it  may  be  well 
understood,  and  that  it  may  not  be  prejudiced.  It 
is  true  that  he  bought  th  se  negroes  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  your  Go  vernment.  The  con- 
tract was  witnessed  by  its  agent — the  money  paid  in 
his  presence.  The  sum  paid  was  between  fourteen 
and  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  It  was  done  to  aid 
the  pacific  policy  of  the  Government  in  regard  to 
the  Indians,  with  a  pledge  at  the  time  by  your 
agents  that  the  negroes  should  be  delivered  to' Wat- 
son, they  being  there  in  possession  of  ths  officers 
of  Govornment.  It  is  true,  also,  that  the  order 
to  deliver  wa.s  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  equally  true  that  an  officer  of  the  army, 
influenced  probably  by  the  benign  feelings  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  claims,  declined  to 
obey  it,  by  reason  of  which  Watson  failed 
to  g?t  possession  of  the  property,  and  it  was  re- 
moved io  Arkansas  by  your  <  fficers,  in  violation  of 
the  pledges  of  the  the  Government  officers,  solemnly 
made  to  Watson,  which  pledges  alone  induced  him 
to  pay  his  money  to  aid  you  in  carrying  out  your 
policy.  You  have  had  the  benefits  of  his  mrney. 
The  Indians  received  it  by  your  consent.  WaUon 
paid  it  at  your  instance.  The  Leg  roes  jou  have 
also,  and  can  .  deliver  if  you  witl.  You  ought  to 
do  it  without  dtlay,  or  promptly  pay  Watson  the 
damage*.  Sir,  if  your  Government  could  be  sued^ 
Watson  would  recover  in  an  action  at  law  tbe  ne- 
groes with  their  increase  and  hite.  Your  exemp- 
tion from  suit  increases  the  obligation  to  pay. 

But  l he  gentleman  has  such  a  refined  .rense  of 
right  and  wrong,  that  h?  commend*  your  officer  as 
noble  and  patriotic,  in  refusing  to  deliver  tbe  pro- 
perty to  Watson,  whilst  he  justifies  tbe  Govern- 
ment for  violating  its  faith.  This  seems  conso- 
nant with  his  code  of  morals.  He  never  can  be 
an  object  of  envy  amongst  men  of  etricily  ho- 
nest purposes. 

He  expresses  for  his  constituents  the  utmost  "ab- 
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borrenc*  and  scorn  fur  the  buying  and  selling  of 
negroes." 

And  who  are  his  constituents?  Who  is  the  gen- 
tleman? He  is  the  same  who  makes  it  his  boast, 
that  his  district  at  the  late  election  gave  to  General 
Harrison  a  larger  majority  than  any  district  in  t|ie 
Union. 

After  what  has  occurred,  it  is  unbecoming  in  this 
gentleman  aod  his  constiinents-to  make  this  assault 
on  Georgia  and  her  institutions — ungrateful  in  the 
extreme,  and  particularly  unkind  to  my  colleague*, 
who  co  operated,  with  him  in  the  late  election. 
What  has  Georgia  done?  Has  she  not  united  with 
the  gen'l'man's  constituents  from  Ohio,  those  of  the 
member  from  Massachusetts,  from  Maine,  from 
Vermont,  New  York,  and  elsewhere,  to  elevate  this 
distinguished  chieftain?  to  place  their  party  in 
power?  In  doing  thi<,  have  they  not  discredited 
him  who  now  addresses  you,  with  two  other  of  her 
eons  who  have  faithfully  and  zealously  endeavored 
to  defend  her  against  her  adversaries  on  this  floot? 
Have  they  not  put  these  three  aside,  to  make  room 
for  three  others,  whose  views  in.  that  contest  more 
nearly  accorded  with  those  of  the  gentleman? 

[Mr.  Nisbit  here  spoke  from  his  sea',  and  said, 
<:No;  not  jo."] 

My  colleague  says  no.  I  say  yes,  it  is  so,  aid 
will  repeat  it,  that  he  may  not  misunderstand. 
Have  not  the  peopU  of  Georgia  put  aride  three  of  htr 
sons,  to  make  room  net  e  fur  three  other*,  whose  views 
in  that  contest  more  nearly  accorded  with  those  of  the 
gentleman?  She  has  in  this — he  is  for  Harrison, 
and  so  are  they,  whilst  we  are  against  him.  An  1 
what  is  his  return?  Scoffing,  reviling,  abuse,  and 
slander.  He  is  lost  to  all  seme  of  propriety,  lost  lo 
every  sense  of  justice  towards  those  who  aided  htm 
in  the  "great  reform,19  unmiodful  of  the  relation  her 
representatives  bear  to  him  and  his  party.  Disre- 
garding the  obligations  of  gratitude,  he  drives  his 
Abolition  forces  headlong  upon  them. 

I  call  my  colleagues  here  to  bear  witness  to  his 
conduct.  Did  I  not  ftcbly  endeavor  to  warn  my 
constituents  of  what  is  now  before  us?  Did  I  not 
name  this  very  man  from  Ohio,  as  one  that  would 
turn  upon  them?  I  did,  ?ir;  but  I  did  not  expect 
so  soon  to  tee  the  prediction  realized.  I  did  not 
expect  so  soon  to  bear  such  sentiments  avowed  in 
this  hall — that  he  would  tiavel  out  of  his  way  to 
publish  them;  that  it  should  be  done  on  the  very 
eve  of  General  Harrison's  advent  to  this  city,  be- 
fore be  is  duly  installed;  and  that  I  should  be  de- 
fending my  constituents  against  attack,  while  the 
thunder  of  joyous  artillery,  bursting  forth  at  the 
great  hero's  approach,  deafen*  my  ears,  and  rever- 
berates from  these  walls,  is  more  than  I  looked  for. 
I  have  thought  that  regard  for  my  colleagues  and 
what  they  have  said,  an  unwillingness  to  betray 
the -miserable  humbug  -by  which  Georgia  had  been 
led  into  a  false  position,  opposed  to  her  own  poli- 
cy, would  have  induced  the  gentleman  to  refrain, 
[don.  Mr.  Nisbbt  rote  and  asked  if  his  colleague 
meant  te  intimate  that  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  the 
late  election,  had  been  carried  by  humbug?]  No, 
sir,  said  Mr.  C.  I  made  no  such  intimations.  I 
spoke  plainly  concerning  the  Presidential  election. 
I  said  what  I  now  repeat,  aod  what  impartial  his- 
tory will  record.  It  was  carried  by  the  vetiest 
humbng.  My  colleague  surely  knows  what  I  mean 
by  humbug.  If  not  1  will  (ell  him.  I  mean  not 
fair  arguments  addressed  to  the  reason  and  judg- 
ment of  men,  to  settle  and  decide  issues  fairly 
made;  but  1  mean  time-serving  expedients,  resorted 
to  to  evade  the  true  issues,  snd  addressed  to  the 
pas.Unt  and  prejudices  of  men,  to  stimulate  them  to 
act  by  these  impulses.  I  need  not  particularize. 
But  if  my  colleague  wishes  to  be  informed,  I  com- 
mend Una  to  men  of  all  parties,  who,  since  all  is 
over,  have  taken  a  sober  second  thought.  [Mr. 
Waddt  Thompson  of  South  Carolina,  here  inter- 
posed, and  said  be  regret' ed  to  see  this  revival  of 
a  family  quarrel,  on  a  question  where  all  Southern 
gentlemen  ought  to  stand  together;  and  protested 
against  the  practice  of  charging  the  Whig  party 
with  holding  sentiments  p.  cuuar  to  the  gen  lie  man 
from  Ohio,  who  was  the  obscurest  of  all-  the  ob- 
scure members  of  that  party.]  Mr.  Cooper  pro- 
ceeded. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  had  no  purpose  to~ 
revive  ft  family  quarrel  or  to  provoke  it.    I  have 


found  it  so  far  pertinent  to  advert  to  what  occurred, 
that  I  mi>y  make  the  gen*ieman  from  Ohio  feel  the 
unwonhin' ss  of  bi»  conduct.  If  by  so  doing  my 
colleague  is  made  to  feel,  I  regiet  it,  but  cannot  be 
responsible  for  it.  I  disclaim  having  charged  the 
Whig  party,  as  a  parly,  by  word,  thought  or  deed, 
whh  holding  the  opinions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  and  for  what  purpose  this  is  imrnted  to  me 
I  know  nor.  I  merely  said  that  several  prominent 
members  of  that  party  here,  (besides  that  mem- 
ber) representing  a  sreat  number  at  home,  are  of 
his  opinion.  I  so  charged,  and  it  has  not  been  disa- 
vowed by  any  but  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Waddt  Thompson]  from  whom  the  dis- 
avowal ought  not  to  come.  Let  tho^e  who  are 
known  to  think  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  dis- 
avow for  themselves. 

I  further  charged,  what  appeared  to  me  to  be 
evident,  a  fixed  purpose  on  their  part,  by  an  orga- 
nized effort,  to  urge  their  opinions  on  this  House; 
and  that  was  not  disavowed. 

Sir,  I  desire  to  cherish  the  kindest  relations  with 
my  colleagues.  I  have  no  motive,  object,  or  inte- 
rest, that  could  induce  me  to  do  otherwise.  My 
political  career  is  drawing  to  a  close.  I  never  ex- 
pect, never  wish,  to  return  here.  My  colleague 
knows  that  my  purpose  was  to  have  resigned,  even 
it  elected.  And  though  the  people  who  sent  me 
here,  have  not  afforded  me  an  opportunity  faithful- 
ly to  represent  their  best  interests,  with  a  chanc;  to 
*how  such  disinterestedness  I  still  assert  it,  be- 
cause it  was  recorded  at  a  time  when  all  thought  I 
shou'd  be  returned.  And  rather  than  have  my  col- 
leagues here  think  I  am  aiming  a  single  blow  at 
them,  I  will  suppress  all  report  of  my  remarks. 
No,  sir;  I  only  design  in  irankness  and  candor  to 
point  a  faithful  finger  to  events  as  they  are  turning 
up  during  the  short  period  I  have  to  remain. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  nearly  said  what  I  rose 
to  say,  and,  but  for  the  interruptions,  should  not 
have  said  many  things  which  have  been  drawn 
from  me.  The  people  of  Georgia,  I  trust,  will 
have  sagacity  enough  to  discover  their  true  policy, 
and  firmness  enough  to  adhere  to  it.  Bat  whether, 
as  recently  has  occurred,  I  shall  agree  to  disagree 
with  them,  I  still  maintain  that  whatever,  as  a  peo- 
ple, they  may  think  their  interest  and  happiness  re- 
quire, will  be  right  for  them  to  do.  Theirs  will  be 
the  loss  or  the  gain,  and  from  that  judgment  I 
shall  never  appeal. 

But  there  is  one  thought  I  will  here  present,  dic- 
tated, as  I  trust,  by  an  unconquerable  attachment 
for  the  land  that  gave  me  birth.  It  is  this:  When- 
soever her  adversaries  here,  (and  by  such  I  mean 
those  whose  antagonist  interests  drive  them  to  a 
policy  injurious  to  her,)  shall  desire  to  carry  out 
any  of  their  great  vital  measures,  interesting  to 
them,  but  strongly  objected  to  by  her,  they  have 
but  lo  arm  themselves  with  the  leverage  of  a  bank 
charier,  with  which  to  ensnare  her  people;  you 
will  then  first  establish  the  decoy,  thfn  spread  the 
snare;  and  after  a  generous,  a  patriotic,  and  con- 
fiding people  shall  have  entered  into  ir,  draw  the 
cords  upon  them.  Finding  them  no  longer  free  to 
act,  but  closely  engaged  in  extricating  themselves 
from  the  meshes  of )  our  net,  you  will,  with  impu- 
nity, drive  down  your  stakes  all  around  them. 
But  only  Jet  them  burst  their  bonds  asunder,  and 
your  day  of  retribution  will  be  at  hand. 

Sir,  I  shall  rppose  this  appropriation,  but  for  ve- 
ry contrary  reasons  from  ihose  I  have  been  re- 
plying to.  I  think  that  to  pay  money  to  those  In- 
dians to  induce  them  to  quit  fighting,  will  be  to 
purchase  an  Indian  war  whenever  they  want  mo- 
ney. Such,  in  effect,  is  the  proposition  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

And  now  there  remains  but  one  idea  more. 
Tbi«,  sir,  is  an  important  crisis  for  the  peculiar 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  Sotrin.  What  is  trans- 
piring here— in  the  canvassing— in  the  State  Le- 
gislatures—in  societies  and  churches,  and  conven- 
tions, bothia  this  Union,  on  the  ocean,  and  in  Eu- 
rope, admonishes  us  to  take  heed?  A010  is  the 
time;  not  to  morrow,  next  week,- nor  next  year; 
but  this  is  the  time,  when  the  happiness  and  inte- 
rests of  the  South  demand  that  they  should  wisely, 
gravely,  and  prayerfully  consider  what  they  will 
do— whether,  they  will  demand  that  this  subject 
be  arrested  here,  -or  whether  they  will  adopt  at 


home  a  domestic  policy,  which  will  be  adapted  lo 
coming  events.  To  is  much  I  feel  bound  to  amy; 
whilst  I  feel  satisfied,  for  myself,  to  leave  the  sub- 
ject in  the  hands  of  my  constituents— of  those  id 
whom  the  State  of  Georgia  has  confided  it. 


REMARKS  OP  MR.  WELLER, 

OF  OIIK>. 

In  the  House  of  ReprettnUti**,  February  26, 184  L— 

On  the  Naval  Appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  WELLER  amid  he  had  not  obtained  the 
floor  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  various  sub- 
jects introduced  into  the  debate.  He  was  destroes 
of  correcting  some  errors  into  which  gentlemen  in 
the  Opposition  have  fallen,  and  to  make  aa  appeal 
to  his  friends  on  all  sides  ro  terminate  the  debate. 
We  have -now  only  four  daya  left  for  the  transac- 
tion of  the  public  business,  and  unless  this  deaaUlo- 
ry  debate  is  speedily  closed,  we  must  of  necessity 
adjourn  without  any  action  being  had  upon  anaay 
of  the  most  important  bills.  These  o^Ur-diaoer 
speeches  are  usually  spun  out  to  aa  interminable 
length,  coverittk  the  whole  field  of  general  politics, 
and,  however  interesting  they  may  be  te  the  galle- 
ries, are  of  very  little  use  in  enabling  as  10  com- 
prehend the  subject  upon  which  we  are  required  to 
vote.  The  committee  charged  with  the  subject, 
have  reported  a  bill  appropriating  the  sum  of 
|1,425,000  as  necessary  for  the  naval  service  dur- 
ing the  present  year.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Saltosstall]  proposes  to  increase 
that  appropriation  to  $2,400,000.  This  question 
is  now  fully  understood  by  every  man  oa  this  floor, 
and  no  doubt  each  member  has  made  up  his  judg- 
ment as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  will  vote.. 
Why,  then,  consume  the  important  time  of  the 
Home  in  useless  debate?  No  one  here  has  attacked 
the  navy,  and  yet.  we  have  been  compelled  to  sit 
for  hour%  and  listen  to  bombastic  eulogies  upon 
our  naval  heroes,  the  importance  of  keeping  up 
the  navy,  and,  the  probability  of  a  war  with  Great 
Britain.  Gentlemen  have  displayed  as  much  seal 
and  eloquence  as  though  we  were  about  to  nuke. 
an  appeal  to  the  God  of  battle.  There  are  times 
(said  Mr.  W.)  when  I  could  perhaps  listen  pa- 
tiently to  this  windy  declamation,  but  now,  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  when  our  table  is  loaded  down 
with  important  business,  I  confess  I  have  no  taste 
for  such  speeches. 

We  are  all,  said  Mr.  W.  the  friends  ef  the  navy. 
We  all  regard  it  as  the  right  arm  of  our  national 
defer.ee— the  arm  upon  which  we  must  mainly  rely 
if  at  any  time  we  should  unfortunately  be  involved' 
in  a  war  with  a  foreign  country;  and  we  are  wilting 
to  do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  preserve  and 
maintain  the  dignity  and  importance  of  that  navy. 
We  would  have  it  sufficiently  string  and  powerful 
to  preserve  untarnished  the  honor  and  integrity  of 
the  Rer  ubtic.  We  are  in  favor  of  its  gradual  ad- 
vancement, bat  we  do  not  believe  that  it  is  expedi- 
ent in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  to  involve  the 
Government  in  debt  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  It 
Before  we  make  large  and  liberal  appropriations  of 
the  public  money,  we  should  look  at  oar  resources, 
examine  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  and  see 
whether  we  have  the  means  to  accomplish  the 
object.  My  colleague,  said  he,  over  the 
way,  [Mr.  Mason,]  has  told  us  that  the 
Treasury  is  baLkrupt— that  we  have  no  money 
at  all  to  carry  on  the  Government,  and  very 
little  credit;  snd  yet,  sir,  we  find  him  and 
others,  who  have  expressed  similar  opinion?,  near 
lously  advocating  the  amendment  to  increase  the 
appropriation  in  mis  bill  five  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars  over  the  estimates  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy  and  Of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means !  You  have  told  us,  said  he,  mat 
the  Government  was  already  deeply  involved  m 
debt;  and,  instead  of  devising  some  plan  to  relieve 
it  from  its  embarrassments,  you  propose  to  ] ' 


it  still  farther  in  debt !  Is  this  the  course  thai  pru- 
dent men  would  pursue  in  the  management  of  their 
own  otfaife?  If  your  navy  requires  an 
next  year,  when  you  come  to  revise  Tone 
laws,  let  them  be  revised  with  an  eye  to 
crease;  but  let  us  now,  when  our  resources  aft  ex- 
hausted, confine  the  appropriations  to  what  the  Se- 
cretary has  deemed  neccqsajy.    Oar  vesjaell  ace 
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bo*  found  upon  every  sea,  and  the  sure  and 
tho  stripes  have  sufficient  power  to  protect  our 
commerce,  wherever  il  may  be  found.  It  certainly 
is  not  the  policy  of  this  Government  to  keep  op  a 
large  and  splendid  nary  in  a  time  of  peace. 

Bat,  amid  Mr.  W.  my  colleague  {Mr.  Mason] 
has  told  the  committee  that  our  navy  was  in  a  uru- 
iaoos  aad  dilapidated  condition;' »  that  the  present 
aad  preceding  Administrations  hid  most  thamef oi- 
ly neglected  it.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.  my  colleague  is 
mistaken;  he  eu*hi  to  have  examined  into  the  facts 
before  he  made  this  sweeping  deciatation.  I  have 
evidence  before  me  which  I  trust  will  satisfy  even 
my  oolleague  that  his  assertions  are  unfounded  in 
trath.  la  1823,  when  Geaeral  Jackson  came  into 
power,  our  naval  force  in  comsuftsion  consisted 
of— 

One  ship  of  the  line      -  -  -  74  guns. 

Three  frigates,  first  class  -  -  44  guns. 

Nine  sloops,  second  class  -  -  16  guns. 

The  whole  number  of  men  in  active  service  at 
this  period  was  3,875.  Now,  let  us  see  how  it 
stands  tn  1841,  and  thea  we  can  readily  determine 
with  bow  mach  troth  the  charge  has  been  made 
against  the  present  aad  preceding  Administrations, 
of  neglecting  this  imporant  branch  of  the  public 
service^  and  suffering  it  to  fall  into  "ruin  and  di- 
lapidation." The  waole  naval  force  in  commis- 
sion at  this  rime  is  as  follows; 
One  ship  of  the  line,  74  guns. 

Throe  frigates,  first  class,  44    " 

Two  frigates,  second  class,  36    " 

Bfehl  sloops,  first  class,  $0    " 

Five  sloops  of  the  third  class,  16    " 

Three  brigs,  10    u 

Six  schooners. 

The  whole  number  of  men  in  actual  service  in 
1841,  is  set  down  at  6  000,  or  nearly  double  the 
number  employed  in  1829.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  marine  corps  was,  in  1834,  increased  from  750 
to  1,000.  Liberal  appropriations  have  been  made 
every  year  to  the  improvement  of  navy  yards, 
the  construction  of  dry  docks, wharves  ship  bouses, 
me  purchase  of  ordnance,  naval  stores,  &c.  &c. 
Besides  all  this,  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  chows 
that  arrangements  have  been  made,  which  will 
enable  the  Government,  at  a  very  short  notice, 
should  the  situation  of  the  country  demand  it,  to 
pot  in  commission— 

15  Ships  of  the  line. 
18  Frigates. 
15BJoops  of  war. 
9  Steamers. 
9  Brigs  and  Schooners. 
The  materials  for  these  vessels  are  being  pre- 
pared, and  whenever  a  war  is  apprehended,  they 
can,  in  a  very  short  lime,  be  put  upon  the  ocean. 
In  a  few  months  a  naval  force  could  be  set  in  mo- 
tion, amply  sufficient  to  defend,  the  American  flag, 
wherever  it  may  be  atftailed.  In  the  face  of  the 
facte  which  have  been  given,  gentlemen  of  the  other 
party  ask  too  much,  when  they  require  us  lo  be-. 
lieve  that  the  navy  is  in  a  "ruieous  and  dilapida- 
ted condition."  No,  sir;  the  charge  is  untrue.  Toe 
navy  has  not  been  neglected,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
has  been  gradually  increasing;  and  gentlemen  will 
see',  if  we  are  involved  in  a  war,  another  exhibition 
of  that  daring  intrepidity  and  unflinching  courage, 
which  characterised  the  American  tars  in  1812. 
Your  navy  has  yot  many  a  gallant  hero,  who  would 
willingly  throw  himself  in  as  a  shield  between  his 
country  and.  di&hoaor.  The  "ruin  and  dilapida-. 
tioa"  about  which  we  heard  so  much  on  yesterJay, 
will  be  fonnd  to  exist  no  where,  but  in  the  heated 
imaginations  of  vindictive  partisans." 

I  will  not  (said  Mr.  W.)  undertake  to  as- 
cribe motives  to  gentlemen  of  the  Whig  par- 
ty, for  the  course  jhey  are  now  pursuing; 
bat  this  much  I  say,  that  their  constant  efforts  to 
extend  the  appropriations  beyond  the  estimates 
show  conclusively  that  they  have  abandoned  all 
their  notions  about  economy,  and  that  so  far  from 
reducing  the  expenditures  of  the  Government,  (as 
they  promised  btforeihe  election,)  they  intend  to 
increase  them>  Frior  to  the  late  Presidential  elec- 
tion, ?*u  harangued  the  people  about  tho  expenses 
of  tho  Government,  and  no  doubt,  induced  many 
honest  men,  who  did  not  understand  your  propen- 
ally,  to  hehwvo  that  the  present  Administration  had 


squandered  the  public  money.  Now,  it  is  said  we 
have  been  '^pmnmoniout"  and  "mean;"  that  we 
have  negeeted  the  navy  and  suffered  it  te  fa'l  into 
a  "dilapidated  condition."  These  charges  are  now 
made  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  you,  if  possible, 
in  the  large  appropriations  you  intend  to  make. 
You  say  you  do  not  ask  a  tariff  for  protection,  but 
you  will  take  care  to  extend  the  appiopriatioos  to 
an  amount  sufficient  to  make  it  necessary  to  keep 
up  a  high  tariff  vin  order  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  Government.  When  a  large  national  debt  is 
saddled  upon  the  people,  or  when  they  are  op- 
pressed and  crushed  to  the  earth  by  an  onerous 
tariff,  the  impolicy  of  the  course  you  are 
now  pursuing  will  be  made .  manifest — then 
your  constituents  will  ask  whether  this  is 
the  reform  you  promised  them  before  t,hey  en- 
trusted you  with  power.  When  you  shall  hive 
increased  the  expenditures  to  forty  millions  the 
friends  of  economy  will  find  how  much  they  have 
mtyle  by  placing  your  party  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Two  years  will  be  amply  sofficient  to 
expose  your  shallow  trickery.  Bat  (said  Mr.  W.) 
I  do  not  wish  to  *ay  any  thing  to  provoke  farther 
discussion.  My  only  object  in  rising  was  to  cor- 
rect the  gross  errors  of  some  of  the  gentlemen  who 
preceded  me  in  relation  to  the  present  condition  of 
the  navy,  and  to  invoke  all  parties  to  suffer  the 
debate  to  close,  and  the  vote  to  be  taken.  The  party 
discussions  which  interfere  so  much  with  the  busi- 
ness of  this  House,  ought  to  be  dropped  for  the 
iemainder  of  the  session.  In  other  words,  let  us 
quit  talking,  and  spend  the  balance  of  eur  time  in 
voting. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  THOMPSON, 

OF  MISSISSIPPI, 
In  the  Houte  •/  JUprettnlaiives,  January  23,  1841 — 
On  the  Treasury  Note  bill. 
Mr.  THOMPSON  rose  and  raid: 
Mr.  Gan rm am:  I  have  contented  myself,  hereto- 
fore, with  giving  a  silent  vo»e,  for  the  most  part, 
on  all  the  questions  whieh  have  been  brought  up 
for  the  consideration  of  this  House;  nor  would  1, 
on  the  present  occasion,  deviate  from  that  line  of 
conduct,  but  mat  questions  were  involved  in  this 
discussion  deeply  affecting  the  interests  and  wel- 
fare  of  my  constituents.  1  know-  well  the  party 
organization  of  this  Houss—the  blindness,  deaf- 
ness, and  stubbornness  it  engenders;  I  know  the 
impotence  of  argument  and  the  futility  of  reason 
and  principle  here;  but  my  constituents  do  nor;  and 
they  expect  me,  frankly  and  openly,  to  meet  these 
various  questions  and  maintain  their  interests.  I 
yield  not  with  the  view  of  exbibiiing  my  poor 
powers,  nor  with  the  hope  of  winning  proselytes  to 
my  views  here;  but  that  they  may  know  what 
course  dnty  required  me  to  take  on  these  ques- 
tions. 

The  authorizing  the  issue  of  five  millions  of 
Treasury  notes  has  now  become  a  subject,  com- 
paratively, of  minor  importance.  Other  great  and 
absorbing  questions  are  now  before  tne  committee. 
Among  these,  are  the  present  financial  condition 
of  the  counry— its  future  waoU  and  its  future 
income— involving  the  distribution  and  the  tariff 
questions;  and,  al*o,  the  fidelity  with  which  this 
Administration  has  carried  out  the  great  objects  of 
the  Constitution.  In  my  opinion,  s  r,  the  debate 
now  progressing  in  ihis  Hon  e  is  not  very  unhk* 
that  which  is  taking  place  at  the  o  her  end  of  the 
Capitol,  on  a  very  dissimilar  question,  in  which 
are  involved  t^ery  great  leading  principle  which 
has  divided  the  politicians  of  this  country  for  the 
last  quarter  of  a  century. 

The  bill  beiore  the  committee  (?aid  Mr.  T.) 
meets  my  approbation,  and  shall  receive  my  sup- 
port, and  I  shall  oppose  all  the  substitutes  which 
have  been  yet  submitted. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  [Mr.  Jones]  stated  that  the  revenue  of  the 
Government  was  received  very  irregularly;  that, 
owing  to  the  credit  allowed  on  customs  during  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year,  tha  receipts  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  usually  the  smallest,  and,  during;  the 
same  time,  its  disbursements  were  the  largest.. 
This  fact  rendered  it  necessary,  wbea  the  annual 
income  of  the  Government  was  about  equal  lo  its 


annual  expenditure,  as  was  now  the  case,  to  make 
some  provision  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury,, on  an  emergency,  when  the  current  reve- 
nue was  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  against 
the  Government,  to  rai  e  money  to  save  the 
honor  and  credit  of  the  United  States.  That  this 
is  the  case  during  the  first  quarter  of  this  year,  s 
a  fact  admitted  on  all  sides.  Toe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  repeatedly  asked  for  a  permanent 
law,  to  give  full  and  fcee  action  to  his  department; 
but  this  has  not  been  granted,  and  hence  the  neces- 
sity of  this  bill  as  a  temporary  law.  But  tbe^gen- 
tleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Barnard]  proposes 
a  plan  to  obviate  this  difficulty,  to  which  I  dissent 
altogether;  and  that  is,  to  keep  five  millions  of 
dollars  always  in  ths  Treasury,  and  that  the  honor 
of  ths  Government  is  not  safe  without  it.  Sir,  I 
would  be  willing  (<aid  Mr.  T.)  if  it  were  at  all 
practicable,  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
Sta'es,  at  the  close  of  each  day,  should  strike  h 
balance  between  the  debits  and  credits  upon  his' 
books.  I  prefer  for  him  to  strain  a  point  to  make 
the  ends  meet,  rather  than  to  luxuriate  in  plenty, 
and  net  er  apprehend  want.  I  feel  unwilling  for 
any  set  of  public  officers  to  hold  the  money  of  this 
Government  when  there  is  no  probability  that,  at 
any  early  day,  it  will  b£  demanded.  Tnat  feeling 
alone  will  constitute  their  strongest  temptation  to 
mismanagement  and  corruption. 

The  necessity  of  raising  money  to  meet  the  exi- 
gencies of  this  quarter  being  admitted,  what  is  the 
proper  mode  of  affording  reliei?  By  a  loan,  or  in 
lhe  msnner  proposed) 

All  who  have  addressed  the  committee  on  either 
side  admit  the  power  of  Congress,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, to  au  horize  the  iasue  of  bonds,  scrip,  or 
promissory  notes,  as  a  means  of  raising  money,  ex- 
cept the  honorable  gentleman  from  S  uth  Caroli- 
na, [Mr.  Thompson.]  And  he,  with  a  lingular  air 
of  triumph,  asserts  that  his  argument  as  to  the 
constitutionality  of  Treasury  notes,  delivered  dar- 
ing a  precediog  Congress,  has  never  been  success- 
fully answered. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.)  it  is  not  my  object  (o  answer 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman;  but  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  examine  this  question  to  a  sufficient  extent 
to  satisfy  my  own  mind.  The  Constitution  being 
the  power  of  attorney  under  which  we  act,  and  a 
fctrict  and  uniform  adherence  to  its  provisions  being 
our  only  ark  of  safety,  every  argument  which  takes 
its  rise  from  that  sacred  instrument  command*  my 
respect.  And  when  that  hour  shall  arrjtve  that  con- 
signs to  neglect  aad  contempt  constitutional  argu-  * 
ments,  then,  indeeJ,  are  the  days  of  the  Republic 
numbered. 

No  provision  in  the  Constitution  is  more  explicit 
than  the  power  to  borrow  money;  yet,  to  exercbe 
this  grant  when  the  income  of  th?  Government 
was  amply  sufficieat  to  meK  its  demands,  would 
be  agrees  and  palpable  infraction  of  the  genius 
and  spirit  of  that  instrument.  Jt  it  the  rioie,  the 
occasion,  the  emergency,  ihat  throws  around  the 
act  the  mantle  of  truth,  and  honor,  and  justice,  and 
propriety.  Now,  there  is  an  immediate,  but  tem- 
porary, want  of  morry;  and  to  raise  that  money, 
we  most  issue  some  evidence  of  indebtedness. 
W*  may  either  issue  bonds  or  scrip,  with  interest, 
payable  annually,  semi-annually,  or  quarterly,  re- 
imbursable at  the  end  of  a  term  of  years,  or  at 
will;  or  we  may  bsue  our  promissory  notes,  bear- 
ing interest  to  a  certain  day,  and  no  longer.  We 
may  make  them  bo  h  receivable  in  payment  of  pub- 
lic dues,  and,  being  once  received  or  redeemed, 
they  both  die  ipse  f*cto.  Toe  only  difference  con- 
sists in  »h*  different  channel*  in  which  they 
will  move,  pfter  leaving  th«  hands  of  it)e  Trea- 
surer. In  the  one  cise,  bones  are  issued-— 
they  become  stock;  the  capitalist,  broker,  and  stock- 
jobber rush  to  obtain  them.  No  sooner  are  they 
possessed,  than  they  become  the  bans  of  exchange, 
and  soon  find  their  way  abroad;  and,  as  the  hold- 
ers will  prefer  that  their  bonds  should  not  be  paid, 
no  desire  will  be  felt,  and  no  effort  will  be  made, 
by  Congress  to  make  an  early  provision  for  their 
redemption,  and  thus  a  permanent  debt  will  grow 
np  insensibly.  Waereas,  in  the  case  of  Treasury 
notes,  they  are  issued  in  small  sums;  they  bear  in- 
terest only  for  a  certain  time;  ih*y  aro  unseated  to 
permanent  investment;  and  here  a  little  and  there 
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fc  little  will  be  taken.  And  if  they  should  collate* 
rally  be  used  as  a  remittance  from  Stale  to  Stale, 
or  as  a  means  ef  discharging  debts  between  citizen  and 
eitueo,  this  is  not  a  ltss  acceptable  service  to  me, 
than  to  be  nsed  as  a  remittance  between  capitalists  at 
home  and  abroad.  But  they  are  continually  knock- 
in*  at  your  door  for  redemption,  and  create,  of  ne- 
cessity, only  a  temporary  indebtedness. 

Bat,  it  is  said,  they  are  "bills  of  credit. "  Well, 
i^ir,  what  is  a  bill  of  creditl  In  the  case  of  Craig 
vs.  the  State  of  Missouri,  which  has  ever  been 
considered  as  deciding  leading  points  on  this  sub- 
ject, Chief  J  attic*  Marshall  defines  a  bill  of  credit 
to  be  "  a  paper  issued  by  the  sovereign  authority, 
and  intended  to  circulate  as  money."  This  inten- 
tion is  to  be  gathered  from  the  face  of  the  act  and 
the  phraseology  of  the  bill.  The  act  under  dis- 
cussion, the  debate,  the  cancelling  of -these  notes, 
and  not  r  issuing  them  when  returned,  all  show  the 
intent  to  be  to  roue  money,  and  not  to  form  a  cir- 
culating media m.  Thus,  all  the  argument  based 
upon  their  being  bills  of  credit  falls  to  the  ground. 
But,  even  if  you  consider  them  bills  of  credit,  it 
appears,  by  a  note  in  vol.  3  ot  Madison's  Papers, 
that  the  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit  was  stricken 
out  of  the  Constitution,  because  it  was  thought 
useless,  as  conferring  no  new  power.  By  remain- 
ing in,  it  might  lead  to  an  improper  use  of  them, 
and  serve  "  as  a  pretext  for  a  paper  currency." 

The  question  of  constitutionality  and  necessity 
being  conceded,  the  only  additional  inquiry  re- 
mains: Is  the  sum  of  five  millions  sufficient? 

It  is  pefectly  apparent,  from  the  remarks  of  the 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  on  the  opposite 
ssde  of  this  question,  that  an  extra  session  of  Con- 
gress has  been  determined  upon  in  their  party  coun- 
cils, and  it  is  necessary  to  keep  this  fact  steadily  in 
view,  to  understand  their  remarks,  and  to  appreciate 
aright  theirsingular  vie Wb  and  differing  calculations. 
Truth,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.  is  the  basis  of  all  excellence; 
and  the  unbiassed  mind  will  follow  on  in  whatso- 
ever paths  may  direct  its  footsteps.  But  here  a 
certain  conclusion  is  assumed,  a  certain  purpose 
must  be  carried  into  execution,  and,  of  course, 
there  must  be  a  due  adaptation  of  the  reasoning. 
The  lawyer  assumes  that  the  cause  of  his  client  is 
ju«t,  and  directs  fthe  energies  of  his  mind  to  the 
elucidation  of  the  grounds  of  its  propriety  andjnstice. 
Every  fact  that  interposes  and  militates  against  his 
purpose  h  either  rejected,  or  so  colored  as  to  de- 
stroy its  force  upon  the  minds  of  others.  This  is 
the  great  source  of  sophistry  and  false  reasoning. 
IT  is  in  this  way  alone,  we  can  account  for  the 
amaz>ng  difference  in  sentiment,  opinion,  and  prin- 
ciple among  mankind.  Oar  feelings,  our  desires, 
our  interests,  control  our  reasonings  and  enr  judg 
meats.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.  to  my  nvnd  my  friend 
from  Sooth  Carolina  (Mr.  Rhktt)  has  demonstrat- 
ed, with  great  force  and  clearness,  that  neither  a 
new  tariff  nor  a  loan  is  called  for  by  the  ex»gencies 
of  the  Government;  and  that  the  sum  specified  in  the 
bill  would  afford  ample  relief  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
nation.  And,  from  the  examination  which  I  have 
given  these  subjects,  aided  by  the  sugges  ions  of  the 
best  informed  m  nds  as  to  the  necessary  expendi- 
ture of  the  current  year,  1  am  free  to  admit,  tnat, 
had  the  Administration  been  successful  before  the 
people,  3,000,000  would  have  been  the  ultima'um 
to  which  I  would  have  gone  in  the  present  instance. 
But,  in  providing  ways  and  means  for  an  opposing 
party,  I  shall  adopt  such  a  course  as  to  cut  off  all 
jost  around  of  complaint;  and,  for  all  mal-admins- 
tration,  I  shall  hold  them  responsible. 

I  hav*  been  not  a  little  amused  at  the  mathemati- 
cal talent  which  has  been  exhibited  in  this  debate. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Barnard] 
leads  off  with  the  most  extensive  and  variad  calcu- 
lations, showing  not  only  what  will  be  expended, 
but  what  ought  to  be  expended,  in  the  year  '41; 
and  at  length  coocludes,  that  the  probable  deficit 
in  the  Treasury,  at  the  termination  of  ihe  year,  will 
.be  seven  and  a  half  mi1  lions.  He  is  followed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Bvins]  whose 
learning  and  ability  are  acknowledged  on  all  sides  of 
this  Houxe.  He  differs  very  widely  in  his  esti- 
mates* He  joins  no  issue  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  as  to  the  probable  amount  of  receipts  for 
the  curient  year;  but  prefers  rather  to  admit  their 
correctness,  and,  if  the  appropriations  should  not 


exceed  the  estimates,  or  even  the  expenditures  of 
the  last  year,  the  means  in  the  Treasury,  with  the 
proposed  relief,  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  cur- 
rent demands.  Bat  he  objects  to  what  be  calls  the 
miserable  parsimony  of  the  Secretary;  and,  in  a 
bold,  manly  manner,  he  admits  that  it  has  ever 
been  his  rale  of  conduct  to  vote  for  the  largest  ap- 
propriations on  every  subject,  for  he  viewed  that 
as  the  best  policy.  Th?n  came  the  gentlemen 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  who  developed  a 
wonderful  talent  lor  figures.  In  early  life  he  must 
have  outstripped  all  others  in  this  branch  of  study. 
He  considers  them  all  wrong.  He  enters  into  the 
calculation,  and  soon  the  answer  is  presented:  The 
deficit  at  the  end  of  the  current  year  must  br,  he 
asserts,  ten  or  twelve  millions;  but  more  probably 
fifteen  millions. 

Sir  (said  Mr.  T.)  I  have  been  amused  at  the* e 
calculations;  for,  however  much  they  diff-r  in 
the  rationale,  yet  all  agree  in  the  result — an  extra 
session  of  Congress  will  be  necessary.  It  is  not 
required  of  me,  at  this  stage  of  the  debate,  to 
make  out  an  estimate  for  myself.  I  am  neither  * 
prepared  or  wilting  to  do  so.  Now,  sir,  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  has  commanded 
my  respect  and  regard  since  I  have  been  honored 
with  his  acquaintance;  but,  in  this  instance,  the  mo* 
tive,  the  guiding  principle,  the  quo  ontmo,  was  too 
apparent  not  to  be  perceptible  to  the  most  negli- 
gent observer.  Men's  desires,  in  a  great  degree, 
control  their  reasoning;  and  the  gen'lemm  himself 
has  furnished  me  with  an  apt  illustration  of  theprin- 
c'ple.  In  the  spring  of  1837,  just  before  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  inaugurated,  when  the  fortification  bill 
was  before  this  House,  that  gentleman  proposed  an 
amendment,  which  provided  that  the  balance  in 
the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  that  year  should  be  de- 
posited with  the  States,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  1836,  usually  called  the  depo- 
site  act.  In  his  speech  on  that  occasion,  he  is  re- 
ported in  the  Register  of  Debates  to  have  said: 
"Ail  must  admit,  not  only  that  there  will  be  a  sur- 
plus, but  that  it  will  be  a  very  large  one;  and  the 
question  is  now  presented,  and  must  be  decided  by 
the  vote  which  we  are  about  to  take,  whether  the 
jiftn  or  twen'y  millions  in  the  Treasary,  over  and 
above  the  demands  of  the  public  service,  will  be 
more  secure  when  deposited  with  and  distribute d 
among  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  or  in  the 
State  banks."  Now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  T.)  it  is  a 
matter  ef  history,  that,  at  the  end  of  that  year,  not 
only  was  there  no  surplus,  but,  during  the  year,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  was  under  the  pain- 
ful necessity  of  calling  together  the  members  of 
Congress,  at  great  expense  and  trouble,  to  devise 
the  necessary  ways  and  means  to  meet  the  ordina- 
ry expenses  of  the  Government.  Then,  however, 
ths  gentleman M  calculation  was.  that  there  would 
b3  a  surplus  of  15  or  20,000,000  in  the  Treasury; 
now  his  calculation  is,  that  there  will  be  a  deficit 
of  10  to  15,000,000.  Tuen  his  desire  was  to  make 
out  the  largest  possible  surplus;  now  his  desire 
is  to  make  eut  the  largest  possible  deficit.  Then 
he  came  with  15  or  20  millions  of  the  truth;  now, 
I  suppose,  he  will  come  within  10  or  15  millions 
of  the  troth:  which  will  show  a  considerable  im- 
provement on  his  part  in  the  science  of  figures. 

It  is  in  vain  (said  Mr.  T  )  to  try  longer  to  de- 
stroy the  confidence  of  this  House  In  the  integrity 
and  fair  dealing  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  more  his  statements  are  attacked,  the  more 
impregnable  they  appear.  Discus* ion  and  investi- 
gation, as  they  shed  light  upon  these  subjects,  de- 
monstrate the  more  clearly  the  justness  and  pro- 
priety of  his  estimates.  This  circumstance,  alone, 
ha'  great  weight  in  my  mind.  Last  year  wai  an 
extraordinary  commercial  year.  It  was  evident 
that  the  country  was  poorly  supplied  with  goods, 
and  reasonable  expectations  were  formed  that  the 
imports  for  the  year  wonld  be  large;  but  the  singu- 
lar and  uncommon  fact  occurre  I,  thut  the  exports 
exceeded  the  imports  more  than  26  ft  millions. 
Y*t  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  T«  amry 
came  wuhin  about  two  millions  of  the  amonnt  ac- 
tually realized. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.)  these  calculations  must  all 
prove  uncertain.  To  man  is  not  given  ihe  power 
of  foreseeing  events.  He  cannot  tell  what  a  day, 
or  an  hour,  may  bring  forth.    At  seed  time,  the 


farmer  cannot  decide  upon  the  extent  of  his  har- 
vest Nor  in  the  blossom^saa  we  determine  the 
abundance  of  the  fruit.  Nor  can  the  financier  fore* 
tell,  with  certainty,  the  per  annum  receipts  from 
impost  da  lies.  They  are  uncertain,  and  must  be  so 
from  their  very  nature;  they  depend  upon  the  wind 
and  the  wave,  the  caprices  of  society,  the  mutations 
of  trade,  the  fluctuations  of  commerce,  and  the 
intercourse  of  nations.  But  the  Secretary  bases 
his  estimates,  I  learn,  from  information  derived 
from  the  revenue  officers  scattered  all  over  tat 
face  of  this  continent,  and,  therefore,  is  more  en- 
titled to  credit  for  his  conclusions  than  a  member 
on  this  floor,  who  has  not  the  facts  on  which  his 
judgment  may  act;  and,  therefore,  gentlemen  mast 
not  consider  me  as  calling  in  question  their  mathe- 
matical talent  by  adhering  to  the  estimates  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Then  the  ac- 
count will  stand  thus: 

The  receipts  from  every  source  of  public  revenue 
will  make  the  whole  means  for  the  year  184 1, 

#24,723,473 
The  whole  expenditure,  including  the 
funded  debt  for  the  cities  of  this 
District,  and  the  redemption  of  out- 
standing Treasury  notes,  for  the 
year  1841,  willbe  -  -  -    23,899,200 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  at  the  end  of 

1841,  after  all  payments  whatever 

are  made    .-  $824  273 

This  is  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  ef  the 
Treasury;  I  attach  more  faith  and  credit  to  it  than 
any  other  calculation  I  have  seen.  But  can  gen- 
tlemen of  the  opposing  party  have  the  least  possi- 
ble pretext  for  complaint,  when  we  propose  by  this 
bill  to  give  them  the  power  to  raise  fife  additional 
millions.  Justice  forbid,  a  murmur,  and  fairnees 
and  candor  could  ask  no  more  at  the  hands  of  nn- 
bounded  liberality. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Babvauo] 
enters  into  a  formal  and  serious  complaint  against 
this  Administration  for  endeavoring  to  cut  down 
the  expenditures.  He  asserts  your  public  works 
are  suspended;  your  fortifications  are  neglected; 
your  harbors,  and  roads  and  canals,  which  have 
been  auspiciously  commenced,  are  now  going  to 
ruin  for  the  want  of  appropriations  of  public 
money,  and,  to  my  surprise,  be  was  followed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  in  the  same 
vein.  He  accuses  the  Democratic  party  of  being 
guided  by  a  spirit  of  mean  "parsimony."  Sir, 
(said  Mr  T.)  are  we  in  the  same  House?  Is  this 
the  fame  body  that  met  here  in  council  twelve 
months  ago?  Is  the  present  or  the  past  all  a  dreamt 
Ths  profligacy,  extravagance,  and  wastefulness  of 
this  Administration,  are  still  ringing  in  my  ears: 
these  walls  have  scarcely  ceased  to  reverberate  the 
sound.  Bat  now,  how  changed!  It  is  now  guilty 
of  a  mean  l*pm-*in\onyS%  Three  months  ago,  the? 
cry  of  prodigal  expenditure  was  echoed  from  one 
end  of  the  nation  to  the  other.  It  was  the  charge, 
above  all  others,  relied  upon  to  prostrate  the  pre- 
sent Executive  before  the  people.  Bat  being  de- 
feated, even  before  he  lays  down  his  brief  authority, 
the  same  lips  torn  upon  him,  and  accuse  him  of  a 
mean  "parsimony."  I  will  not  say,  consistency, 
thou  art  a  jewel !  But  I  will  say,  oh,  shame !  wfc*re 
is  thy  blush?  Will  the  American  people  endorse 
all  this?  No,  sir;  they  will  not — they  cannot. 
When  they  find  they  have  been  deceived,  they  win 
spurn  those  arts  by  which  it  has  been  effected. 

Sir,  before  my  constituents  (said  Mr.  T.)  I  ad- 
mitted that  the  expenditures  of  the  Government 
were  too  large,  and  accounted  for  then*  on  Use 
ground  that  too  much  money  had  been  collected 
from  the  people;  for  if  Congress  found  the  money 
in  the  Treasury,  they  would  assure  ily  spend 
it—they  would  not  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  she 
officer*  of  the  Government.  And  however  street; 
their  principles  of  economy  might  be,  and  however 
much  the  Executive  might  inculcate  the  doctrine  ef 
a  cheap  Government,  yet  the  members  of  CoaV 
gress  would  not  withstand  the  seductions  of  ear 
overfl awing  Treasury,  and  the  true  way  to  treat 
the  Government  was  to  adopt  the  practice  of  the 
provident  parent  towards  the  profligate  yooih  at 
college— to  cut  off  the  supplies.  Now,  air,  the 
supplies  have  been  eut  down,  in  pursnaace  ef  me 
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revenue  laws  which  were  enacted  long  before 
this  Administration  came  Into  power.  For  the  la>t 
four  years,  ihe  taxes  upon  the  people  have  been 
Tendered  lighter  and  lighter,  your  revenue  has  been 
gradually  diminishing,  and  mey  aire  stil!  in  the  pro- 
cess of  farther  diminution.  These  circumstances 
required  retrenchment.  At  this  time,  no  surplus 
mon»y  is  found  in  your  Treasury  !  Shall  we  blame 
the  Secretary?  Surely  not;  justice  and  candor  for- 
bid it.  On  The  contrary,  he  deserves  the  highest 
compliment,  the  gratitude  of  every  patriot,  in  de- 
vising the  means  of  curtailing  the  expenditures  to 
keeppace  with  the  diminution  of  the  revenue  of 
the  Government,  without  permitting  any  great  in- 
terest materially  to  suffer. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  word  which  has  been 
rang  through  all  the  changes.  The  cry  was  first 
raiaed  within  these  walls;  the  winds  caught  up  the 
sound,  and  bore  it  along  over  every  hill  and  every 
valley,  over  every  city,  village,  and  neighborhood, 
throughout  this  vast  Republic,  Upon  every  party 
pennant  which  Was  flang  to  the  breeze,  was  writ- 
ten, m  bold  and  conspicuous  letters,  this  word  of 
magic  power.  It  was  repeated  by  day  and  by 
night,  in  the  bustling  crowd  and  in  the  social  circle 
— "reform  I  reform!"  And,  sir,  whit  was  the 
meaning  of  all  this?  Among  my  constituents,  it 
assoreflly  meant  the  spending  of  less  money.  The 
people,  it  was  asserted,  had  been  unnecessarily 
taxed,  to  pamper  and  feed  the  office  holder;  the  Pre- 
sident was  represented  as  living  in  princely 
pomp  and  splendor;  and  change  was  demanded. 
Well,  sir,  that  change  has  been  granted  by  the 
people.  What  now  is  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"nformV*  The  honoiable  gentlemen  who  have 
preceded  me,  are  leading  and  conspicuous  mem- 
bers of  the  triumphant  party,  and  they  have 
given  us  their  de Coition.  Now  they  call  this 
Administration  "niggardly;"  straining  every  nerve 
lo  avoid  expense;  and  that  your  public  works  are 
rapidly  going  to  decay.  Now  reform  means  a 
liberal  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  the  build- 
ing up  of  forty,  the  cleaning  out  of  harbors,  the 
constructing  of  roads  and  canals.  If  this  be  its 
meaning,  then  have  the  people  indeed  been  de- 
ceived. These  things,  for  the  most  part,  are  re- 
jected and  forbidden  by  the  well  known  opinions  of 
my  constituents,  by  the  Constitution  itself,  and  by 
my  own  convictions  of  expediency. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Bis  ward  J 
complains  of  the  Democratic  party  for  their  refusal 
to  act  upon  private  claims;  thus  enlarging  the 
necessary  expenses  of  the  cuirent  year.  This 
charge  is  gratuitous  and  unjust.  I  have  seen  no 
party  action  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this 
House,  on  private  claims.  I  speak  for  myself, 
when  I  amy  that  few  have  been  more  punctual  than 
myself  In  attending  to  this  branch  of  our  legislative 
duties.  Some  few  of  my  constituents  are  interested, 
sum!  I  have  felt  eager  and  anxious  to  reach  and  act 
upon  their  cases.  But  the  inference  that  the 
Democratic  party  were  opposed  to  every  private 
elaim,  would  impel  us  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
"Whig  parry  favored  and  advocated  every  private 
claim.  And,  take  either  horn  of  the  dilemma,  and 
the  whole  would  seem  lobe  ridicolons. 

Bat  another  charge  of  the  gentleman  of  New 
York,  [Mr.  Bawcand,}  which  struck  my  mind 
-wish  surprise  and 'astonishment— he  asserts  that 
the  furniture  of  the  President's  house  is  "unfit  even 
for  a  private  gentleman;'1  and  that  it  should  be  sold 
out  and  other  furniture  purchased.  That  this  con- 
stitutes aa  additional  necessary  charge  upon  1841. 
Han  it  come  to  this?  Are  the  services  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Oolb]  so  soon 
to  he  forgotten?  Is  this  the  treatment  he  is  to  re- 
ceive at  the  hands  of  friends,  who  claim  to 
toe  of  the  "more  decent"  order?  That  gentleman's 
apeech  was  sent,  during  the  last  summer,  into  every 
corner  of  me  State  of  Mississippi.  It  described 
the  furniture  as  regal,  princely,  extravagant  I  The 
drivelling  politicians  were  repeating  it  at  every 
tavern  and  cross  roads;  and  it  was  held  up  as  as- 
tortishing,  that  a  Democrat  should  be  permitted  to 
Jive  in  such  pomp  and  splendor !  Now,  however, 
am  change  has  come,  a  different  order  of  things  pre- 
vails. General  Harrison  is  called  by  the  people 
Irons  his  log  cabin  to  the  While  Home,  and  the  ery 
in  raised,  the  furniture  is  unfit  for  such  a  man! 


Will  not  the  country  bold  the  Whig  party  respon- 
sible for  the  unhallowed  stories  which  have  been 
circulated  abroad?  And,  if  the  furniture  is  to  be 
sold,  I  ask,  wiH  not  a  sufficient  amount  be  realized 
from  the  sale  to  replace  the  same?  Other  Presi- 
dents have  been  content  with  the  furniture;  and 
.will  the  President  elect  feel  himself  dishonored  by 
its  use?  I  wish  the  country  to  know  these  facts. 
I  shall  be  content  with  their  decision. 

Bat  still  another  charge  upon  1841,  as  made  out 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard;] 
and  the  "niggardly"  Democrats  are  to  be  saddled 
with  its  postponement  heretofore.  They  have  re- 
fused to  do  justice,  because,  in  .doing  so,  money 
was  required.  I  allude  to  the  claims  of  the  Choc- 
taws  for  lands  of  which  they  have  been  deprived 
by  this  Government,  These  Choctaws  live  within 
the  State  of  Mississippi.  Their  petitions  have  re- 
ceived my  special  attention;  and  I  am  truly  grati- 
fied that  the  gentleman  has  introduced  this  subject, 
at  a  matter  of  complaint  against  the  Democratic 
portion  of  this  House,  as  it  will  afford  me  an  op- 
portunity of  bringing  to  the  notice  of  this  commit- 
tee the  present  condition  of  these  claims. 

By  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  made 
with  the  Choctaws  in  1830,  it  is  provided,  in  the 
14th  artic'e,that  those  Indians  who  desired  to  remain 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi  should  be  entitled  to  cer- 
tain land,  by  signifying  their  intention  to  the  agent 
appointed  for  that  purpose.  This  agent  failed 
faithfully  to  discharge  his  duties,  and  consequently 
the  Government  sold  the  lands  to  which  they  were 
entitled,  and  they  were  driven  from  their  homes. 
Thess  Indians  are  still  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
and  are  insisting  upon  a  due  cempen*ation  for  the 
injuries  they  have  sustained.  In  1837,  Congress 
authorized  a  board  of  commissioners  to  collect  the 
testimony  in  these  cases.  That  board  continued 
in  existence  till  the  1st  day  of  August,  1838. 
These  commissioners  wtre  unable  to  complete 
their  undertaking.  At  the  succeeding  session  of 
Congress,  unsuccessful  efforts  were  made  to  revive 
the  commission-  As  soon  as  I  took  ray  seal  on 
this  floor,  I  called  the  attention  of  this  House  to 
this  subject:  and  some  time  before  the  close  of  the 
last  session,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  In- 
dians Affairs  informed  m*  he  was  prepared  to  re- 
port a  bill.  But,  sir,  he  was  unable  to  do  so,  and 
no  action  of  Congress  was  had.  At  the  very  be- 
ginning of  this  session  I  introduced  a  bill,  which 
will  mete  out  ample  justice  to  the  miserable  In- 
dians, who  are  in  a  state  of  want  and  wretched- 
ness; which  bill  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs.  I  hope  for  an  early  re- 
port; and  then  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  join  me 
in  repairing  this  supposed  breach  of  good  faith. 
Justice  to  Mississippi,  as  well  as  to  the  claim- 
ants, demanls  early  action.  My  party  friends 
all  around  me  have  given  me  every  assurance 
of  their  assistance.  The  departments,  time  after 
time,  have  reported  the  facts  and  requested  ac- 
tion. I  blame  no  party  for  this  delay:  it  has 
grown  out  of  the  manner  in  which  we  have 
done  basiness.  Moreover,  the  claim  here  is  not 
for  money,  but  for  land;  and  we  have,  as  yet,  a 
large  surplus  on  hand,  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  why 
dwell  upon  these  topics  of  such  minor  momen>? 
these  p  etexts  to  keep  out  of  view  the  real  design? 
These  are  but  skirmishes  on  the  outposts,  to  cover 
the  main  movements  of  the  army.  There  is 
behind  all  this  another  question,  involving  princi- 
ples of  the  first  magnitude.  Already  has  it  appear* 
ed  before  this  House  as  a  party  movement;  ana  at 
the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  a  distinguished  party 
leader,  who  speaks  as  one  having  authority,  openly 
avowed  it  as  a  leadirg  principle  with  the  incoming 
Administration.  I  refer  to  the  distribute  n  of  the 
revenue,  arising  from  (he  sale  of  # the  public  lands 
among  the  Staies.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  true 
cause  of  the  manifestation  of  a  disposition  to  im- 
pose additional  taxat  on  upon  the  people.  I  will 
not  cloak  my  fears  on  this  subject.  This  distribu- 
tion is  but  the  beginning  of  a  series  of  measures 
which,  when  carried  into  full  operation,  will  sub- 
vert the  whole  genius  of  our  institutions.  In  mo- 
rals, it  is  the  first  step  alone  that  co<ls;— in  politics, 
the  importance  of  a  principle  depends  upon  the 
consequences  to  which  it  may  lead.    The  present 


condition  of  the  States  constrains  me  to  fear  the 
succe  s  of  that  accursed  measuie. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
*  Thompson]  spoke  of  the  public  lands  as  a  great 
electioneering  fund,  to  be  used  by  the  ambitious, 
aspiring  politicians  of  this  country.  He  said,  that 
it  was  true  that  they  could  not,  like  the  Rouian 
Emperors,  divide  to  each  man  his  measure  of  corn 
but  they  were  able  to  do  that  which  was  equiva- 
lent— give  to  each  man  his  quota  of  the  public 
lands.  There  is  another  illustration,  interwoven 
with  the  Roman  history  by  the  great  master  of  hu- 
man passions,  better  suited  to  his  purpose;  for,  on 
that  day  when  the  proud  usurper  of  hi«  country's 
freedom  was  laid  prostrate  in  the  dust,  liberty 
would  have  triumphed,  bad  not  the  fortunes 
of  the  hour  been  changed  by  the  proclamation 
of  Caesar's  will, 'which  assigned  to  every  Ro- 
man ci'iz-n  a  piece  of  silver.  This  dividing 
the  money  among  the  States  is  not  to  be  com- 
pared, in  its  influence,  to  your  pre-emption  laws, 
your  graduation  of  prices,  or  your  cession  of  public 
lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  He;  it  far  outstrips 
them  all. 

When  I  first  hear!  the  saying  of  that  distin- 
guished man,  [Mr.  Randolph  ]  whose  voice  once 
struck  terror  into  the  hearts  of  loose  construction- 
ists, that  the  day  would  come  when  a  gentleman 
would  be  considered  out  of  order  in  this  House  to 
quote  the  Constitution,!  viewed  it  as  an  idle  prophe- 
cy. But,  sir,  I  view  it  as  such  no  longer.  We 
have  lived  to  see  that  day.  I  now  feel  its  force  on 
this  very  question.  Wbere,  in  the  Constitution,  I 
would  a>k,  is  found  the  power  in  Congress  to  raite 
money  and  divide  it  among  the  States?  I  care  not 
to  be  shown  the  specific  grant,  for  we'  all  know 
that  is  no  t  to  be  found.  What  is  there  in  the  ge- 
nius, the  spirit,  the  nature  of  this  Government 
which  clothes  us  with  that  important  power?  Why 
then  is  this  question  to  be  dreaded?  Because  of  the 
present  conditien  of  the  States. 

Sir,  in  casting  my  eyes  over  the  twenty-six  so- 
vereignties which  composed  this  happy  and  glori- 
ous Confederacy,  and  refltcting  upon  their  present 
pecuniary  embarrassments,  I  tremble  for  the  honor 
of  my  country.  Already  their  faith  is  pledged  for 
the  payment  of  about  two  hundred  and  forty-four 
million  of  dollars;  and  the  annual  interest  to  be 
paid  to  foreigners,  is  more  than  twelve  millions  of 
dollars.  If  the  difficulty  u  now  so  great  to  meet 
the  interest,  how  will  that  difficulty  be  enhanced 
when  the  principal  is  to  be  paid.  Does  it  never  oc- 
cur to  the  minds  of  honorable  membeis,  that  poste- 
rity %*ill  inquire,  what  have  we  received  for  all  this? 
De  they  not  discover  in  atl  thi«  stock  being  held 
abroad,  a  fruitful  source  of  future  jealousies  and 
dissensions?  The  revenue  denved  from  the  public 
lands  will  fall  far  short  in  meeting  the  demands 
upon  the  Stales.  The  residue  must  be  supplied 
from  taxation:  Yes,  sir,  onerous  and  grinding  di- 
rect taza  ion;  unlets  this  Government  takes  one 
siep  further,  which  will  be  an  easy  one;  this  being 
taken,  to  pledge  the  revenue  arising  from  im- 
posts to  pay  this  interest.  That  being  done,  this 
Government  assumes  the  payment  of  the  State 
debts  indirectly,  whin  all  deny  it  the  power  to  do 
so  directly. 

The  proposition  to  assume  the  debts  of  the  S  ates 
is  not  openly  advocated  by  any  respectable  portion 
of  either  of  the  great  parties  of  this  country.  All 
deny  our  constitutional  power  to  pledge  the  faith  of 
this  Government  for  the  payment  of  debts  contract- 
ed in  tSe  execution  of  local  objects.  But  wonder- 
ful discovery  this,  that  while  we  have  not  the  pow- 
er to  assume,  we  have  the  power  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  States  the  means  of  discharging  their 
debts. 

Mr.  Chairman,  kingcraft  and  priestcraft  have 
had  their  day;  witchcraft  and  bran kcrafi  have, lost 
their  influence.  A  new  era  has  dawned  upon 
the  world,  and  is  character  zed  by  the  craft  of  po- 
liticians; and  it  la  perceptible  in  nothing  more 
cloarly  than  in  this  great  political  movement.  It 
resolves  itself  into  this;  we  cannot  undertake,  bat 
ve  can  pay  the  debts  of  the  States;  and  I  shall 
now  endeavor  to  prove,  that  We  have  the  same 
power  to  distribute  among  the  States  the  revenue 
arising  from  our  tariff  laws,  as  we  have  to  dis 
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tribal*  the  revenue  arising  from  ihe  sale  of  public 
land*. 

la  the  adoption  of  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion by  the  original  thirteen  States,  the  first  diffi- 
culty which  presented  itself,  was  the  waste  un- 
appropriated lands  in  the  Western  country.  The 
State  of  Maryland  refused  to  ratify  the  articles 
of  confederation,  until  there  was  a  prospect  of 
quieting  that  question.  Shoulder  to  shoulder  with 
her  confederates,  she  had  will  nigh  gone  through 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  before  she  hai  sane* 
tioned  the  articles  of  compact  between  the 
8tates.  In  1780,  the  Continental  Congress  urged 
upon  the  States,  a  liberal  surrender  of  their  waste 
lands,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  the  States. 
On  the  first  day  of  March,  1781,  New  York  patri- 
otically stepped  forward  and  executed  her  deed  of 
cession  for  all  her  waste  territory  west  of  a  desig- 
nated line,  "for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
United  States  as  thall  become  members  of  the  Fe- 
deral alliance  of  the  said  States,  and  "for  no 
other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever;1'  and  on  the  same 
da  J ,  the  State  of  Maryland  ratified  tb*  Articles  of 
Confederation.  On  the  first  day  of  March,  1784, 
Virginia  executed  her  deed  of  cession;  Massachu- 
setts does  the  same,  April  the  19  h,  1785:  and  Con- 
necticut, September  the  14ih,  1786.  On  the  4th  of 
March,  1789,  our  present  Constitution  having  been 
ratified  by  a  sufficient  nnmber  of  the  States,  went 
into  operation;  and  in  that  instrument  is  found  this 

section: 

"The  CoogTMS  shall  hare  power  to  diapoM  of,  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulation*  respecting  the  territory  and  other 
property  belonging  to  the  United  States." 

Is  it  not  as  clear  and  evident  as  language  can 
make  it,  that  the  waste  lands  which  are  here  refer- 
red to  are  recognised  as  the  absolute  property  of 
the  United  Stales;  and  being  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  can  it,  or  the  money  arising  there- 
from, be  disposed  of,  but  for  objects  in  which  this 
Government,  as  separate  and  distinct  from  the  re- 
spective State  sovereignties,  are  interested?  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  proposition  is  self-evident; 
and  to  prove  it,  by  a  regular  process  <f  reasoning, 
would  be  as  unnecessary  as  in  mathematics  to  at- 
tempt to  demonstrate  the  axiom,  that  the  whole  is 
equal  to  all  its  parts;  it  is  such  a  truth,  as  all  men's 
minds  should  readily  assent  to  it  upon  a  naked 
statement. 

But  a  common  eiror  has  prevailed,  that  the  Go- 
vernment is  a  mere  trustee  of  these  land?.  That 
they  were  ceded  to  this  Government  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  the  debts  that  then  existed 
against  it,  and  that  these  liabilities,  having  now 
been  discharged,  the  States,  in  their  individual  ca- 
pacity, have  a  right  to  demand  their  respective 
shares  of  this  public  domain.  Nothing  can  be  more 
unfounded  or  unjutr. 

Let  us  recur,  for  one  moment,  to  the  canses 
which  led  to  the  adoption  of  our  present  happy 
form  of  Government.  The  mooey  power  is  the 
greatest  in  every  Government.  In  England,  for 
ages,  Parliament  pc^essed  scarcely  any  other  effec- 
tive power  than  to  raise  the  necessary  means  of  car- 
rying on  the  Government;  and  at  that  Very  time  her 
people  boasted  of  their  freedom.  Onder  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation,  the  common  Treasury  was. 
suppli  d  by  each  State,  in  proportion  to  the  value 
of  all  land  within  tbe  same  surveyed  for  any  per- 
son. This  system  was  found  inoperative.  The 
.  Federal  alliance  incurred  debts,  but  was  not  pos- 
sessed of  the  power  of  raising  the  necessary  funds 
to  discharge  them.  Tne  amount  realized  from  the 
public  domain  under  the  Confederation  was  trifling. 
Hence  the  patriotic  men  of  that  day  (and  purer  and 
wiser  men  neter  lived  in  any  a»e  or  country)  sou2ht 
to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Federal  alliance;  and 
tbe  States  came  forward  and  surrendered  :o  the 
General  Government  tbe  power  of  laying  impost 
duties.  For  what  purpo  e?  To  enable  that  Go- 
vernment to  pay  the  debts  already  iocurreJ,  or  to 
be  incurred  in  future.  In  1790,  Congress  passed 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  making  provisions  tor  the 
debt  of  the  United  States,"  in  which  they  pledge 
the  faith  of  the  United  States,  the  revenue  arising 
from  customs,  and  the  revenue  from  public  lands, 
for  the  redemption  of  the  debts  of  the   United 


Now,  sir,  tho»e  debts  have  been  paid;  and  by  tbe 
very  same  process  of  reasoning  by  which  you  tain 


the  money  derived  from  the  sale  of  public  lands, 
and  give  it  a  broad  cast  among  the  States,  you  can 
show  that  the  proceeds  from  impost  djuties  may  be 
distributed.  And,  I  repeat,  commence  this  system, 
and  yru  bury  your  Constitution.  You  do  violence 
to  its  plain  meaning,  and  letter,  and  intent.  Many 
of  the  States  are  now  hungering  an1  thirsting  for 
their  share  of  the  spoil.  Their  appetite  s  keen. 
Their  local  politicians  have  loaded  the  States  with 
grievous  and  foolish  indebtedness,  and  (hey  have 
not  the  nerve  and  fairness  to  face  their  constituents 
and  ask  them  to  pay  their  debts.  They  are  direct- 
ing the  eyes  of  the  people  to  Congress,  to  hide  the 
the  enormity  of  their  own  conduct.  Let  the  States 
once  feed  upon  it,  and  their  voracious  appetites 
will  not  be  easily  appeased. 

But,  let  it  not  be  said  that  I  dittrutt  the  honor  or 
the  patriotism  of  the  States,  or  their  ability  to  dis- 
charge all  their  liabilities.  This  Government  is  the 
work  of  their  own  hands;  they  created  it  for  their 
own  mutual  benefit  and  protection;  they  invested 
it  with  sufficient  power  to  carry  out  the  great  lead- 
ing purposes  of  its  creation.  Bat  once  admit  the 
idea  that  any  portion  of  the  revenue  of  this  Con- 
federacy can  be  seized  upon  by  the  States,  and 
used  by  them  individually;  once  grant  that  the  pro- 
perty of  this  Government,  held  by  the  States  in 
their  federative  capacity,  can  be  sold,  and  the  mo- 
ney appropriated  by  them  severally,  and  you  de 
stroy  all  restriction  upon  the  powers  of  this  Go- 
vernment. The  metes  and  bounds  of  the  Con- 
stitution having  once  been  broken  down,  they  can 
never  be  erected  again.  If  you  can  sell  your  ships 
of  war,  or  the  public  lands  which  lie  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  divide  the  money  among  tfce  States,  then 
there  is  no  limitation  upon  the  discretion  of  Con- 
gress in  the  use  of  the  public  money.  And,  is  it 
not  easy  to  perceive  how  State  politicians  can  con- 
vince their  several  constituents  of  the  facility  of 
this  Government  to  iai«e  money  from  impost  du- 
ties? Direct  taxation  is  an  abomination  in  the  sight 
of  such  men,  because  the  people  then  know  and 
mark  every  cent  which  is,  abstracted  from  their 
pockets  by  Government.  This  leads  them  into  too 
close  a  scrutiny  of  their  prodigal  appropriations. 
Few  men  understand  the  operation  of  our  system 
of  taxation,  and  the  people  do  no  know  how  much 
they  pay  for  the  support  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. It  is  on  this  account  that  I  dread  the  intro- 
duction of  this  principle. 

But,  sir,  there  are  other  objections  lo.  this  distri- 
bution. One  of  the  Revolntionary  principles  was, 
that  taxation  and  representation  went  hand  in  hand. 
This  constitutes  one  of  the  main  pillars  on  which 
our  free  institutions  rest.  This  distribution  wilt 
practically  overthrow  that  principle.  By  this,  Con- 
gress will  become  the  collectors  of  money — the 
Stale  Legislatures  will  appropriate  it.  Now,  sir, 
the  true  meaning  of  the  principle  above  referred  to 
is,  that  every  legislative  body  should  collect  the 
money  which  they  spend.  He  who  takes  the  re- 
sponsibility of  using  the  people's  money  should 
also  incur  the  responsibility  of  raising  that  money 
from  the  people.  Sir,  this  distribution  will  be  de- 
moralizing in  its  tendency,  ruinous  in  its  practice, 
unjust  in  its  operation,  and  will  terminate  in  a  vile, 
contemptible  scramble,  among  politicians,  for  the 
spoils  of  this  Government. 

Bus  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  another  ground  for 
a  large  deficit  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  Ml.  It 
was  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
Evans,]  that  he  had  no  doubt  that,  during  tbe  suc- 
ceeding Administration,  the  third  instalment  would 
be  paid  te  the  States. 

[Here  Mr.  Evans  interposed,  and  said  be  had 
stated  no  such  thing.] 

Mr.  T.  then  said:  1t  is  unnecessary  to  be  so  tech- 
nical. I  mean  the  fourth  instalment;  and  I  cer- 
tainly coo  Id  not  have  misunderstood  the  gentleman 
tn  that  particular,  tut  it  matters  not.  One  of  his 
own  party,  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Stanly]  has  brought  forward  a  bill  to  pay 
this  fourth  instalment  to  the  States.  This  amount 
is  about  nine  millions*  The  money  requisite  to  pay 
this  sum  is  not  now  in  the  Treasury,  a*  it  is  admit* 
ted  on  all  hands.  It  must  be  raised  by  taxation. 
Gentlemen  may  say  that  this  Administration  has 
squandered  this  money.  I  will  not  go  into  that 
subject  now.    Enough  for  me  to  know,  at  present, 


that  the  money  is  not  in  the  Treasury.  And  an 
we  now  to  be  taxed  to  raise  thu  fourth  instalment 
for  the  Spates?  In  1836  we  bad  a  large  surplus 
collected  from  the  people  under  a  most  iniquitous 
tariff.  For  the  safety  of  tbe  fond,  we  deposited 
twenty-eight  millions  .of  this  suiplos  with  the 
States,  with  the  pledge  of  the  faith  of  die  States 
mat  it  should  be  returned  whenever  wanted  by  thu 
Government.  Now.  it  is  alleged,  we  want  the 
money;  but  instead  of  calling  on  the  S:ales  for 
what  they  have  already  received,  it  is  pioposed  lo 
raise  (for  we  must  raise  it  before  we  can  compass 
the  object)  nine  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  over 
to  them.  And  why?  Because,  in  1836,  we  be- 
lieved we  were  able  to  deposits  with  them  thirty- 
seven  millions  of  dollars,  This  is  sufficient  to  con- 
vince ns  of  the  danger  which  besets  oar  path  ia 
dealing  out  largesses  to  tbe  States. 

It  u  proper,  before  I  leave  this  part  of  my  sab- 
ject,  to  remark,  in  relation  lo  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Ncsbit]  that  I  am  truly  rejoiced  to 
hear  htm  denounce  the  distribution.  ■  And  did  I 
believe  that  the  President  elect  would  be  guided 
by  his  counsels,  and  those  or  bis  friends  who  agrea 
with  him,  I  should  be  slow  in  taking  any  position 
hi  advance,  in  opposition  to  the  coming  Ad- 
ministration: for  that  gentleman  agrees  with  me  ia 
opposition  to  the  distribution,  internal,  improve- 
ment by  this  Government,  a  National  Bank,  and 
in  opposing  a  protective  tariff,  though  we  may  dif- 
fer somewhat  as  to  the  amendment  under  disss* 
sion.  It  is  said,  none  are  so  blind  as  those  who 
will  not  see.  Is  it  not  apparent  to  that  gentleman! 
Do  not  the  developments  of  everyday  in  UtisHonse, 
at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  convince  htm  mat 
the  hour  is  at  hand  when  he  is  to  be  read  oat  by  his 
party?  One  of  two  things  is  inevitable:  either  he 
is  to  deny  his  principles,  or  desert  his  party.  And 
why,  Task  him,  in  all  kindness  and  sincerity  of 
feeling,  will  he  longer  tarry  and  strengthen  the 
bands  of  the  adversaries  of  his  principles? 

Having  thus  examined  the  real  er  supposed  lia- 
bilities of  tbe  Treasury,  it  is  now  proper  to  go  oae 
step  farther,  and  inquire  into  our  resources. 

1  again  repeat,  so  that  I  may  not  be  misander- 
stnod,  that,  with  the  passage  of  thus  bill,  the  mews 
of  the  Government  will  be  amply  adequate  to  meet 
all  demands  falling  upon  the  y.-ar  '41,  without 
changing  or  amending,  in  any  the  slightestest  de- 
gree, tbe  revenue  laws  of  the  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Btu] 
spoke  of  the  proposed  graduation  and  pre-emption 
bill*,  as  bills  of  revenue..  I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man; but  little,  if  any,  additional  income  was  lobe 
expected  from  their  passage.  I  do  not  know,  how- 
ever, that  the  friends  of  pre-emption  placed  that 
support  of  that  bill  on  any  such  basis..  They  be- 
lieve, and  1  am  sure  I  could  not.  inisuadenaaad 
their  vie w%  that  its  provisions  are  founded  ia  jet; 
lice  and  sound  policy;  that  it  secures  to  tbe  emi- 
grant his  humble  home,  facilities  and  accelerate! 
the  settlement  of  your  desert  wastes,  atreagtseas 
your  frontier,  developes  the  resources  of  y«W 
country,  enhances  the  value  of  your  public  lands, 
and  promotes  the  general  gocd. 

I  am  aware,  however,  that  some  of  my  political 
friends  have  placed  the  graduation  bill  oa  wa 
ground  of  a  revenue  bill.'  And  from  the  remits  ia 
the  Chickasaw  nation,  where  this  principle  has  beea 
in  operation,  there  is  some  just  ground  for  sash  a 


position;  but  the  reduction  of  price,  as  proposed  ia 
this  bill,  is  so  slow,  and  the  lands  on  watehthay 
would  operate  have  been  so  Jong  in  market,  aid  » 
thoroughly  culled,  that  I  do  not  expect  a  large  in- 
crease of  revenue  from  the  passage  of  this  ***" 
sure.  I  base  my  advocacy  of  that  bill  on  other 
aod  higher  ground.  When  this  Western  domain 
was  ceded  to  the  federal  Government,  the  thirteen 
original  States  agreed  with-  themselves,  *ri,tf 
course,  with  the  States  then  insert,  to  divide  dai 
territory  into  States  of  suitable  dimensions.  «g 
agreed,  furthermore,  that,  "whenever  any  of  mt 
said  States  shall  have  sixty  thousand  free  iaaabf 
tants  therein,  such  State  shall  be  admitted,  by  US 
delegates,  into  the  Congress  of  the  United  Statesmen 
an  tqual  fooling  with  the  original  Stales,  •ns*  v 
tpecis  teas/over." 

And  again:  'That  the  States  so  formed  shall  fe 
disuct  republican  States,  and  admitted  mootbea  « 
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the  Federal  Union— taring  Jhe  save  rights  of 
severei*nty,  freedom,  end  independence,  as  the 
Other  States." 

■  Here,  sir,  is  the  covenant.  I  call  upon  yon  to 
keep  year  tows,  redeem  your  pledges,  abide  by 
your  compact.  Long,  long  hare  the  new  States 
waited  for  their  promised  tedemption.  The  hour 
0/ severance  tike  the  ignis  fatuos,  seems  to  recede 
as  -we  advance.  Is  it  not  mockery  to  say  that 
Mississippi  is  "sovereign,  free,  and  independent," 
•tan  an  equal  footiog  with  the  old  States,"  when 
more  than  one-third  of  her  soil  is  held  in  sum* 
smiles,  on  which  she  can  levey  no  tax,  and  over 
which,  without  permwsum,  she  can  ran  no  public 
lead?  It  requires  no  argument  to  illustrate  my 
meaning.  The  words  themselves,  interpreted  by 
plain  common  sense,  will'  lead  every  mind  to  the 
same  conclusion,  that  you  have  failed  to  do  your 
daty  to  the  new  States.  I  know  we  consented  to 
this  arrangement.  But  how  was  this  consent  ex- 
torted from  as.  Ton  made  it  the  condition,  the 
price  of  our  admission  to  the  eojoymeat  of  our  ac- 
knowiedffed  rights.  Well,  sir,  hitherto  we  have 
submitted  without  a  murmur.  Mississippi  has  not 
only  abstained  from  taxing  the  publie  lands,  but 
fee  five  years  after  these  lauds  have  been  purchased 
by  individuals,  she  has  levied  no  tax  upon  them; 
beeaase  this  Government  being  a  very  kind  land- 
lord, she  has  claimed  this  privilege  for  those  who 
deal  with  her.  These  lands  have  been  in  market 
ten,  twenty,  thirty  years,  and  longer.  N*  ooe  has 
been  found  to  give  the  price  demanded.  Time 
and  again  she  hae  asked  for  the  reduction  of  these 
prices.  She  desires  to  extinguish  yonr  title.  If 
year  good  hinds  are  worth  no  more  than  one  dol- 
lar and  a  quarter,  it  is  idle  to  ask  the  same  for 
year  refuse  lands.  Bet  pass  yonr  proposed  distri- 
bution bill,  and  nothing  but  a  bold  and  decisive 
assertion,  of  our  rights  will  wrest  these  land*  from 
year  miserly  grasp.  In  future,  the  Inquiry  will 
not  be  how  we  may  conduce  to  the  settlement  of 
these  lands,  and  the  strengthening  of  these  8tates; 
bat  in  what  way  we  can  wring  from  these  new 
States  the  last  dollar.  Yon  must  then  have  the 
paond  of  flesh;  bat  take  heed  in  that  event,  that 
yon)  do  not  take  the  Mood  also. 

The  new  States  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
old  Scates!  No,  sir.  Our  fathers  of  the  original 
thirteen  paid  but  a  paltry  pittance  for  thtir  right  of 
soil;  they  reserved  it,  as  usually  expressed  in  the 
eld  charters,  from  the  "abundant  grace"  of  the 
king;  bet  we  bare  been  required  to  pay  the  utter- 
moat  farthing. 

(Mr.  LracoLw  said:  The  Indian  titles  to  the 
wtpte  of  the  lands  of  New  England*  were  exlin- 
gaised  by  the  contract  of  the  settlers*  There  was 
not  a*x  acre  that  was  trod  upon  by  the  white  man, 
bojt  what  had  been  purchased.  Mr.  Lincomt  on- 
ly .wished  the  gentleman  to  know  that  the  people 
of  New  Bnglaad  purchased  the  fee  simple  of 
their  lands  by  treaty  with  the  Indians,  for  which 
was  paid  the  faU  value  by  that  portion  ef  our 
eoontry.] 

Mr.  T.  resumed:  I  thank  the  gentleman  for  the 
information.  All  I  ask  for  the  people  of  the  new 
Stents  is,  that  they  may  be  placed  on  some  ground 
arjptwaeUag  the  same  footing  of  the  old  States.  If 
Use  stetera  people  paid  tor  their  lands  the  Indian 
price,  which,  in  these  days,  was  a  mere  triflle, 
surely  they  cannot  complain  of  us,  after  we  have 
freely  paid  so  much  more  than  the  Indian  price, 
wsjen  are  ask  you  to  reduce,  to  a  reasonable  rate, 
the)  pitee  of  year  refuse  lands. 

Brit  one  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see? [Mr  B*ll]  seemed  to  me  to  be  unlike  himself. 
Par  him  I  have  ever  entertained  the  highest  respect 
end  defence;  and  he  is  one  of  the  last  in  this  House 
of  whom  I  would  speak  in  terms  of  disparagement. 
Bat  I  must  be  true  to  myself.  In  speaking  of  pre- 
emption and  graduation,  he  said  the  advocates  of 
these  measures  do  not  desire  their  passage,  but 
prefer  to  keep  them  up  as  electioneering  hobbies. 
This  remark,  when  applied  to  a  lar<e  and  worthy 
portion  of  this  House,  is  harsh,  unjust,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  on  justifiable.  Bur  I  advocate  those  mea- 
sures. I  th:nk  their  passage  is  demanded  by  every 
dictate  of  a  sound  and  liberal  policy;  and,  if  the 
gentleman  intends  to  give  his  remarks  a  personal 
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application,  I  pronounce  them   false  and  slande- 
rous! 

But  the  main  source  of  revenue  to  this  Govern- 
ment is  derived  from  ^impost  duties:  and  a  propo- 
sition is  now  before  us,  to  increase  that  revenue  by 
levying  an  increased  duty  on  silks,  wines,  bleached 
and  unbleached  linens,  Ac.  which  is  to  meet  the 
deficiency  in  the  Treasury  which  will  be  created 
by  the  distribution  of  the  income  from  lands  and 
the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States. 

I  regret  that  this  disturbing  question  of  tariff  is 
again  to  be  raised.  There  is  no  method  yet  de- 
vised by  man.  by  which  the  legislator  can  so  adroit- 
ly thrust  his  hands  into  the  pockets  of  bis  constitu- 
ents and  steal  away  from  them  their  substance,  as 
is  found  in  this  system  of  taxation.  To  tax  a  peo- 
ple under  any  circumstances,  is  by  no  means  a 
pleasing  task.  Bat  under  this  ingenious  device-* 
this  legislative  legerdemain— you  impose  heavy 
burdens  upon  the  people;  you  fill  to  overflowing 
your  public  coffers,  and  strip  them  of  theprofits  of 
their  labor;  and  then  turn,  and,  with  apparent  can- 
dor and  fairness  attempt  to  flatter  them  into  the  be* 
lief,  that  it  is  for  their  good  to  submit  to  the  tax;  that 
they  will  prosper  in  business  more  when  they  pay, 
than  when  they  do  not  pay,  their  duties.  Sir,  there 
is  no  power  in  the  Constitution  which  is  more  lia  * 
ble  to  abuse,  ay,  which  has  been  more  abused, 
than  that  simple  grant  to  lay  and  collect  imposts. 
It  operates  secretly  and  deceptively.  The  laborer 
and  the  planter  know  not  at  &e  end  of  each 
year  what  amount  they  have  paid  for  the  support 
of  Government;  they  do  not  perceive  and  mark, 
that  when  they  buy  a  pound  of  iron,  or  a  bushel 
of  salt,  or  a  yard  of  cloth,  a  portion  of  the  con- 
sideration goes  in  to  support  Government;  they 
do  not  perceive  and  mark,  that  the  importing  mer 
chant  paid  the  duty,  and  added  it  to  his  b.ll  as  the 
original  costr;  that  he  makes  a  profit  upon  that  duty, 
selling  it  to  the  wholesale  merchant*;  that  the  va- 
rious hands  through  which  the  article  may  then 
pass,  till  it  reaches  the  consumer,  each  add  their 
per  centum;  and  thus  he  pays  his  tax  to  the 
Government  with  fourfold  interest.  Yet  he  knows 
it  Lot;  he  submits  to  it  cheerfully;  and  politicians 
are  ever  ready  to  impose  it  upon  him.  Its  indi- 
rectness constitutes  its  cbarm.  It  is  circuitous — 
felt  in  its  results,  but  not  seen  in  its  operation.  The 
tax  gatherer  stands  behind  the  curtain;  and,  though 
his  exactions  may  be  heavy  and  oppressive,  yet 
few  understand,  or  undertake  to  trace,  the  ramifi- 
cations of  trade;  and  room  is  ever  left  to  the  wily 
Representative  to  argue  with  his  constituents  that 
others,  and  not  they,  bear  the  burdens  of  this  kind 
of  taxation;  or  what  they  pay  the  Government  with 
one  hand  is  reimbursed  into  the  other  hand  by  the 
operations  of  the  system. 

Bat  it  is  right  and  proper  to  deal  fairly  and  can- 
didly with  the  people.  Nearly  all  the  States  are 
involved  in  debt;  and  domestic  taxation  is  heavy 
now,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  aa  oppressive,  if  noi 
ruinous  increase.  Will,  then,  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment be  in  haste  to  increase  her  taxation,  and 
thereby  aggravate  the  present  unavoidable  pecu- 
niary difficulties  of  the  people  of  the  Stiles? 
Shall  we,  when  no  necessity  is  laid  upon  us,  be  in 
eager  haste  to  impose  additional  taxes?  Is  it  not 
best  to  let  this  tariff  question  alone  till  we  can  pos- 
sibly ascertain  what  shall  be  the  salutary  effects  of 
the  reform  demanded  by  the  people? 

In  a  Government  embracing  every  variety  of  in- 
terest, agricultural,  commercial,  and  manufactur- 
ing, like  ours,  inherent  difficulties  will  always  exist 
in  fixing  upon  a  proper  and  equal  system  of  taxa- 
tion. If  all  party  distinction's  could  now  be  wiped 
ont  of  the  public  mind  as  with  a  sponge,  sosieiy 
would  again  immediately  divide  into  tax-paying 
and  tax  consuming  parties,  and  interest,  no  doubt, 
would  be  the  controlling  principle.  The  North 
and  the  South,  I  fear,  will  never  agree  in  their 
financial  policy.  I  hold  that  the  following  consti- 
tutes the  first  principle  of  a  sound  politisal  econo- 
my, on  which  all  just  and  equal  legislation  is  ba?e<f: 

That  it  is  the  duty  of  Govt rnment  to  leave  ca- 
pital ftee  to  teek  its  own  investments;  giving  pro- 
tection and  security  to  all — advantage  to  none. 
Thus  each  citizen  will  reap  the  reward  of  his  own 
skill  and  industry,  and  envy  not  the  success  and 
prosperity  ef  his  neighbor.    Capital,  in  a  free  Go- 


vernmrnt,  should  be  left  untrammelled,  unmolested, 
undirected,  by  legis'ative  enactment:  like  water,  it 
will  seek  its  own  level;  like  air,  it  will  always  rush 
it,  to  till  a  vacuum. 

With  as  in  the  South,  we  consider  it  a  settled 
maxim,  that  the  exports  of  the  country  suffer/  by 
the  duties  upon  import*.  And  those  who  grow  the 
exporting  staple,  had  just  as  well  pay  the  duties 
upon  the  articles  for  which  their  staple  is  exchanged 
in  going  from  home  as  in  returning  into  oar  own 
porn.    I  will  endeavor  to  illustrate. 

The  State  of  Mississippi  produced,  in  the  year 
1839,  as  it  appears  by  the  late  census,  685,568 
bales  of  cotton;  which,  at  ten  cents  per  pound,  (and 
this  I  consider  less  than  an  average  price,)  is  worth 
near  twenty-seven  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars. 
Bet  it  is  due  to  remark  here,  tbat  there  must  be 
some  mistake,  either  by  the  marshals  or  their  de- 
puties, in  making  out  this  amount,  f  am  confi- 
dent tbat  this  is  too  large  an  estimate;  but,  sir,  I  will 
suppose  tbat  Mississippi  was  separated  from  the 
Union,  and  stood,  an  independent  Government.  I 
will  suppose,  for  convenience,  that  her  exports  are 
worth  twenty  millions;  on  a  fair  circulation,  it  is 
right  to  suppose  that  she  will  import  twenty  mil- 
lions', which  is  obtained  as  an  exchange  for  her  sta- 
ple. The  rate  of  duties  agreed  upon  in  the  com- 
promise act  is  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Sup- 
pose Mississippi  imposed  an  nondiscriminating  duty 
of  twenty  percent,  as  before  stated,  then  she  would 
receive.,  as  a  Government  revenue,  one-fifth  of  the 
whole  imports;  and  the  citizens  of  the  State  would 
receive  sixteen  millions  for  their  twenty  millions  of 
exports:  This  tax  the  people  of  Mississippi  could 
the  more  cheerfully  bear,  as  it  would  be  expended, 
for  the  mosi  part,  in  improving  their  rivers,  in  con- 
structing their  public  roads,  and  in  educating  their 
children.  With  a  revenue  of  four  millions  per 
annum,  in  the  course  of  ten  years,  with  a  prudent 
expenditure,  Mississippi  could  not  fail  to  bloom  as 
the  garden  of  the  world.  But,  sir,  she  is  a  member 
of  this  Confedtracy;  she  loves  its  institution-;  and 
thoughts  burdens  fall  heavily  upon  her,  thus  far 
she  submits  quietly  to  its  exactions.  If  there  be 
truth  in  this  reasoning,  aad  she  pays  even  the  half 
of  what  she  appears  to  pay,  how  great  are  her  sacri- 
fices for  the  sake  of  the  Union !  Her  representa- 
tion on  (his  ffoor  is  so  small  in  number  a3  sc<uce!y 
to  be  felt.  When  money  is  to  be  disbursed,  she 
scarcely  receives  a  crumb  tbat  falls  from  your  table. 
It  is  true,  however;  that  many  years  ago,  out  of 
your  great  munificence,  you  erected>  lighthouse  on 
the  bluff  at  Natchez;  but,  sir,  of  so  little  conse- 
quence and  utility  is  tbat  favor,  that  it  is  seldom,  if 
ever,  lighted -up  by  the  cilixeot.  If  this  reasoning 
be  true,  or  even  approaches  truth,  how  unjust,  and 
unequal,  and  impolitic,  to  take  the  money  which 
arises  frqm  the  sale  of  public  lands,  which  comes 
equally  from  all  the  people  of  the  Union,  divide  it 
among  the  States,  and  supply  the  deficiency  thus 
created  in  your  Treasury,  by  this  unequal  and  bur- 
densome system  of  taxation.  It  is  onr  inability  to 
trace,  to  ascertain,  to  define  the  extent  of  these  ills, 
that  makes  the  system  tolerable.  We  submit;  and 
it  would  be  honorable  tor  us  to  submit,  only  on  the 
principle  that 

"He  who  is  robbed,  not  wanting  what  is  stolen, 
Lei  him  not  know  It— he's  qoi  robbed  ai  all. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  he,  a  great  difference 
of  opinion  has  been  expressed  by  those  who  have 
preceded  me  in  this  debate,  as  to  the  compromise 
act.  Such  were  the  peculiar  and  striking  circum- 
stances under  which  that  sot  became  a  law,  tbat 
I  hope  there  is  no  portion  of  this  body,  ex  of 
this  country,  who  would  disregard  tbe  princi- 
ples therein  Contained.  But,  so  strange  and  so 
singular  have  been  the  constructions  placed  upon 
that  act,  that  it  is  but  due  to  myself  that  I  explain 
to  this  House,  and  through  this  House  to  my  con- 
stituents, what  interpretation  is  to  be  placed  on  that 
act;  what,  was  its  object,  and  how  we  ought  to  meet 
this  great  question,  which  will  soon  be  npon  us. 

Previous  to  tbe  passage  of  tbat  act,  the  Southern 
people  were  contending  and  pretesting  against  the 
principle  of  protection.  They  believe  the  lightest 
dutias  for  the  people  would  be  those  derived  from 
taxes  upon  luxuries.  On  the  other  hand,  the  ta> 
tiff  party  not  only  advocated  protection,  bat  aver- 
red that  the  taddtfn  overthrew  ef  the  system  weald 
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destroy  expectations,  and  proye  ruinous  to  capita- 
lists who  nave  made  investments  in  manufactur- 
ing establishments.  Such  was  the  condition  of 
the  country,  when,  in  the  latter  part. of  the  year 
1839,  the  gallant  State  of  South  Carolina,  ap- 
pealing to  the  genius  of  onr  free  institutions,  so- 
lemnly rowed  before  Heaven  that  she  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  oppressive  burdens  of  that  accursed 
system  till  submission  ceased  to  be  a  virtue;  and 
that  a  passive  acquiescence  in  its  unjust  exac- 
tions was  no  longer  to  be  expected.  This  indepen- 
dent avowal  presented  an  awful  issue  to  the  Con- 
fresr  and  people  of  the  United  State*}  either  the 
protective  system  or  our  beloved  country  moat 
fall.  Congress  met  the  crisis,  and  the  compro- 
mise act  was  passed.  In  that  act,  the  South  yielded 
much.  They  conceded  to  the  continuance  of  the 
protective  principle  till  the  month  of  Jnne,  1843; 
unwilling,  by  its  sudden  overthrow,  to  afford  any 
ground  of  complaint  to  the  manufacturers.  They 
conceded  to  the  admission  of  sundry  articles  of" 
luxury  into  our  ports  free  of  duty;  because  the 
revenue  arising  from  protected  articles  alone,  un- 
der their  first  arrangement,  was  considered  suffi* 
ctent  for  an  economical  administration  of  the  Go- 
vernment. And  what  were  they  to  gain?  1st. 
That,  after  1842,  no  duties  were  to  be  imposed,  but 
with  an  eye  single  to  revenue;  and  that  "such 
revenue  as  may  be  necessary  to  an  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government."  3d.  No  duty 
on  any  article  shall  exceed  twenty  per  centum  ad 
valorem.  It  is  further  provided  in  that  act,  that, 
in  case  of  excess  or  deficiency  of  revenue  before 
1842,  the  remedy  shall  be  to  lower  or  raise  the  du- 
ties on  articles  which  bear  a  less  rate  than  twenty 
per  cent,  ad  valorem.  This  act  has  remained  un- 
disturbed by  any  movement  from  any  quarter,  till 
we  are  now  within  less  than  eighteen  months,  of  its 
limit.  And  my  determination  now  is,  no  act  of 
mine  shall  be  such  as  to  be  tottured  into  a  plea  for 
the  tariff  men  to  refuse  to  carry  out  the  principles 
of  the  compromise  act. 

Some  difference  of  opinion,  however,  s  exists 
among  honorable  members  as  to  the  necessity  of  a 
revisal  of  our  revenue  laws  before  1842.  Sir,  said 
he,  I  contend  that  no  one  can  read  the  act  itself,  the 
speeches  which  were  delivered  on  the  occasion  by 
its  prominent  advocates,  or  understand  the  circum- 
stances of  it*  passage,  and  not  freely  admit  that  the 
compromise  act  was  merely  preliminary;  setting 
-  forth  principlesjand  leaving  details  for  future  ad- 
justment. 

Section  third  of  that  act  begins  thus: 

"And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  until  the  30th  daj  of 
June,  1843,  the  dutlas  imposed  by  existing  laws,  as  modified  by 
this  act,  shall  remain  and  continue  to  be  collected." 

The  residue  of  that  section  is  taken  up  in  set- 
ting forth  the  principles  of  all  future  acts  on  this 
subject. 

"And  from  and  after  the  day  last  af oretald,  all  duties  upon 
imports  shall  be  collected  in  ready  money,  and  all  credits  now 
allowed  by  law  in  the  payments  of  duties  shall  be,  and  hereby 


aforesaid,  the  duties  required  to  be  paid  by  law  en  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  shall 'be  imrsarrt  upon  the  value 
thereof  at  the  port  where  the  same  shall  be  entered,  under  such 
regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  bylaw." 

A  fair  interpretation  of  this  section  inclines  me 
to  jhe  adoption  of  the  opinion  expressed  by  my 
friend  from  South  Caroline,  [If  r.  Rutt,]  on  yes- 
terday, that,  after  the  30»h  day  of  June,  1843,  not 
a  dollar  could  be  collected  from  duties  on  imports, 
unless  there  was  a  re-enactment  of  the  present  ex- 
isting revenue  laws  or  some  other. 

But  to  return  to  the  act  itself.  The  fifth  section, 
after  enumerating  a  long  list  of  articles  which  shall 
be  admitted  to  entry  free  from  duty  after  the  30th 
day  of  June,  1842,  thus  concludes: 

"And  all  -imports  on  which  the  first  section  of  this  act  may 
operate,  and  all  articles  now  admitted  to  entry  free  from  daty, 
or  paying  a  less  rate  of  duty  than  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
before  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-two,  from  and  after  that  day,  may  be  admitted 
to  entry t  subject  to  such  duty,  not  exceeding  twenty  per  cent 
ad  valorem,  aeohall  be  provided  for  by  law." 

And  again:  lu  the  sixth  section,  power  is  reserved 
to  guard  against  t xeess  or  deficiency  of  revenue 
till  the  30th  of  June,  1842;  leaving  Congress  to  be 
guided  after  that  date  by  the  principles  contained 
in  the  third  section. 

From  all  this,  the  inference  to  my  mind  is  inevi- 
table, that  the  compromise  act  of  1833  was  consi- 


dered as  settling  principles  merely,  and  contem- 
plated ether  legislation  to  fix  the  details.  ' 

This  conclusion  is  strengthened  greatly  by  the 
remarks  which  were  made  by  Mr.  Clay  ana*  Mr. 
C*lhouw,  who  have  ever  been  considered  the  high 
contracting  parties  on  that  occasion.  A  short  ex- 
tract from  the  speeches  ot  each  will  be  sufficient 
to  settle  that  question. 

In  the  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Clat,  when  he  in- 
troduced this  compromise  act,  we  find  the  follow- 
ing: 

"What  was  the  principle  which  had  always  been  contended 
.for  in  this  and  In  the  other  House?    That,  after  the  accumula- 


tion of  capital  and  skill,  the  manufacturers  would  stand  alone, 
unaided  by  the  Government,  in  competition  with  the  imported 
articles  from  any  quarter.    Now,  giro  us  time;  cease  all  fluc- 


tuations and  agitations  for  nine  years,  and  the  manufacturers 
in  every  branch  will  sustain  themselves  against  foreign  compe- 
tition. If  we  can  see  our  way  clearly  for  nine  years  to  come, 
tM  con  safely  leave  to  posterity  to  provide  for  the  rest." 

Again:  Mr.  Calhoun  on  the  same  question  re- 
marks: 


"There  may  Indeed,  at  the  termination  of  the  series,  be  a  ques- 
tion raised  likely  to  produce  some  excitement.  He  meant  that 
of  the  distribution  of  the  duties  under  the  maximum  rate  of 


doty  of  twenty  per  cent,  ss  Axed  by  toe  btlL  But  he  had  ne  fear 
that  even  then,  with  the  light  or  our  present  experience,  any  will 
dare  attempt  to  propose  any  distribution  which  shall  not  act 
with  substantial  justice  between  the  great  sections  of  the  Union 
and  the  country." 

Now,  sir,  it  must  be  obvious  that  this  question  of 
tariff  must  soon  be  met.  The  principles 'of  the  com- 
promise I  trust  will  be  held  as  sacred  as  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution.  But  I  regret  to  see  this 
attempt  to  interfere  with  that  question  at  the  pre- 
sent session.  In  the  first  place,  there  is  no  necessi- 
ty for  it.  In  the  second,  we  have  not  sufficient 
time  to  discuss  and  settle  the  details  of  a  bill  which' 
I  hope,  when  adopted,  will  prove  perpetual.  And, 
in  the  third  place,  the  Democratic  party,  which  is 
supposed  to  be  in  a  majority  in  this  House,  (but 
certain  indications  on  this  subject,  which  I  have 
lately  observed,  have  led  me  to  doubt  that  fact,) 
being  in  a  minority  before  the  country,  ought  not 
to  undertake,  from  a  doe  regard  to  the  popular 
will,  as  evinced  in  the  late  elections,  to  settle  this 
great  and  vexed  question.  And,  in  the  fourth 
place,  an  overflowing  Treasury  is  the  bane  of 
economy.  The  incoming  administration  has  pro- 
mised reform,  and  a  straitened  revenue  will  be  the 
surest  guarantee  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
that  promise.  Before  we  adjust  this  tariff  ques- 
tion, it  is  but  right  and  proper  Jo  wait  till  we  ascer* 
tain  how  far  reform  and  a  "vigorous  reduction*' 
will  diminish  the  expenses  of  the  Government 

But  if  we  must  go  into  this  question  now,  I  nave 
insuperable  objections  to  the  plan  proposed.  The 
Opposition  raise  the  cry,  tax  articles  of  luxury; 
the  poor  people  do  not  consume  silks  and  wines, 
and  therefore  they  will  not  feel  a  tax  upon  these 
articles.  Gentlemen  need  expect  to  get  no  ad- 
vantage of  me  on  this  subject.  Whenever  it  is  pro- 
per to  touch  this  subject,  I  will  go  as  far  as  he  who 
goes  farthest  in  taxing  luxuries.  That  has  ever 
been  the  favorite  policy  of  my  constituents.  For 
every  cent  which  they  wilt  agree  to  take  off  of  an 
article  of  necessity,  I  will  give  them  two  on  an  ar- 
ticle of  luxury.  For  every  cent  taken  off  of  salt,  I 
will  give  them  two  on  silks;  so  that  the  humbug  of 
.  the  poor  people  shall  not  redound  to  the  advantage  of 
one  side,  at  the  cost  of  the  other. 

But  of  all  the  articles  which  are  admitted  free  of 
duty,  why  are  silk*  selected?  Are  not  teas  as  much 
articles  of  luxury?  From  my  observation,  I  con- 
sider that  the  poor  people  consume  as  much  of  the 
one  as  the  other.  If  ten  per  cent,  on  silks  alone 
will  raise  sufficient  revenue  to  satisfy  the  wants  of 
gentlemen,  two  or  three  per  cent  on  all  articles  of 
luxury  now  admitted  free  of  duty  would  raise  the 
same  amount,  and  interfere  less  with  the  regular 
course  of  trade.  This,  it  seems,  is  to  be  a  shot 
aimed  at  Fiance  and  French  trade.  And  what  has 
France  done  to  justify  this,  movement,  this  at- 
tempted punishment?  What  was  the  reason  which 
led  to  the  present  admission  of  French  silks,  free  of 
duty,  into  our  ports?  Mr.  Clay,  in  his  speech  on 
this  very  compromise  act,  makes  known  the  real 
motive.    He  says: 

"By  the  bill  now  proposed,  the  duty  on  French  silks  was  pro- 
posed  to  be  repealed,  leaving  the  others  untouched.  He  would 
frankly  state  why  he  made  this  distinction.  It  had  been  a  sub- 
ject of  anxious  desire  with  him  to  see  our  commerce  with 
France  increased.  France,  though  not  so  large  a  customer  in 
the  great  staple  of  our  country  as  Great  Britain,  was  a  great 
growing  customer.  He  ta«l  been  much  struck  with  a  fact  goinc 


to  prove  this,  which  accidentally  cams  to  his  knowkss*.  *wul 
was,  that  within  the  short  period  of  fourteen  years,  tHmS 
of  consumption  in  France  of  the  greu  Southern  itipleofctttoiB 

Upon  observing  this  remark,  I  wuiadacedto 
refer  to  the 'statistical  tables  to  ascertain  the  effect 
of  that  law  which  went  to  the  eiftcourateaeut  of 
French  commerce  with  this  country;  sad  I  wis 
truly  struck  with  the  result.  The  following  tabh 
shows  the  quantity  of  cotton  exported  to  Fraaee: 

For  the  year  ending  30th  Sep.  1832 


Do, 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
.Do. 
Do. 
Do, 


do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


do. 

1833 

do. 

1834 

do. 

1835 

do. 

1836 

do. 

1837 

do. 

1838 

do. 

1839 

77,4*7,807 
15,119,894 
78.080,047 
99,586,448 

100,155,749 
96,551^99 

119,094,899 
49,199,737 


This  table  clearly  shows  a  fulfilment  of  that  8s* 
nator's  wishes.  It  shows,  that  as  we  bare  en- 
larged eur  consumption  of  French  silks,  she  kss 
enlarged  herconsumptkn  of  our  cotton.  [  hare 
carefully  examined  these  ponderous  tables  of  oar 
exports  to,  and  imports  from,  France,  sad  the 
t results  are  most  favorable  to  the  principles  of 
'  "free  trade."  All  commerce  is  but  an  exchange 
of  the  productions  of  one  .country  for  those  of 
another,  and  unless  we  take  French  silks  aid 
French  wines,  she  cannot  and  she  will  not  tan 
our  cotton.  The  tendency  of  this  metsurs  will 
be,  as  I  believe,  to  diminish  the  demand  for 
cotton;  (for  it  must  be  remembered,  that 
fifteen  sixteenths*  of  our  whole  exports  to  France 
consists  of  raw  cotton))  to  depress  and  injure  in 
sale;  and  consequently,  to  affect  seriously  the  in- 
terests of  my  constituents.  Therefore  I  operants 
the  passage  of  this  proposed  tariff  on  silks  at  due 
time.  It  aims  a  blow,  without  adequate  necessity, 
at  a  goctf  and  profitable  market  for  our  staples. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Basjuxs] 
joins  issue  with  the  President  in  a  remark  he  makes 
at  the  opening  of  this  session,  that,  during  hh 
administration,  "the  great  purposes,  for  the  attain- 
ment of  which  the  Federal  Government  was  insti- 
tuted, have  not  been  lost  sight  of."  And,  after 
enumerating  a  long  list  of  objects  which  involve 
heavy  expenditures  of  money,  which  ban  bees 
withheld  during  this  Administration,  in  all  of  whim 
we  differ,  UU  esjfe,  he  concludes,  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  Government  to  regulate  the  State  beaks, 
and  furnish  to  the  people  a  sound  uniform  cir» 
rency  in  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bask, 
which  has  been  neglected.  On  this  subject  history 
will  do  justice  to  this  Administration.  Inamoneat 
of  great  pecuniary  pressure  and  difficulty,  when 
ruin  and  bankruptcy  stared  us  in  the  face  on  ever* 
side,  when  the  stoniest  heart  began  to  quail,  and 
the  firmest  nerve  to  tremble,  it  met  the  crisis  sad 
restored  the  Constitution.  It  would  be  a  reproach 
to- the  wisdom  of  onr  ancestors  to  suppose,  that  is 
the  formation  of  onr  Constitution,  they  had  beet 
silent  on  the  subject  of  the  circulation  of  taw  Go- 
vernment, which  is  the  life-blood  and  soul  of  every 
society.  They  have  not  been  silent.  IVrsey, 
"Congress  shall  have  power  to  com  mosey,  f*ju* 
late  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  own;"  aid, 
also,  "no  State  shall  coin  money,  or  Dike  anj 
thing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  ia  pes  swat 
of  debts."  This  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  all 
the  power  they  deemed  it  safe  to  entrust  into  the 
hands  of  Congress  over  this  delicate  subject  They 
repudiated  a  National  Bank  when  asked  for  is  lee 
convention,  "as  incompatible  with  the  rights  of  the 
States  and  the  liberties  of  the  people."  They  de- 
clare that  all  power  not  conferred  by  the  Consul* 
tion  on  the  General  Government,  is  reserved  » the 
States  and  to  the  people.  This,  then,  is  the  whole 
range  of  the  authori:y  entrusted  to  us  to  furnish  the 
people  a  sound  and  uniform  currency.  The  lies 
of  doty  is  plain.  Let  us  but  walk  in  the  path  pre* 
scribed  by  the  founders  of  our  institution*,  sod 
happiness,  prosperity,  and  liberty,  will  be  oor  re- 
wards. Depart  from  it,  and  we  enter  a  dasfeross 
sea,  without  bounds  or  shores.  Congress  has  an 
power  to  bank,  directly  or  indirectly.  We  are 
bound  to  fix  a  standard  of  value,  to  cois  money, 
and  regulate  the  value  thereof.  Having  dose 
this,  we  have  reached  the  terminus  beyond 
which  we  dare  not  go  without  usurping  pot* 
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from  the  States  and  the  people.  We  have 
twenty-bix  sovereignties.  These  can  make  banks 
at  will,  and  unmake  them  when  they  fail  to  effec- 
tuate the  objects  of  their  creation.  Bat  they 
can  never  make  their  paper,  money,  or  receivable 
as  money,  bat  with  the  consent  of  the  citizen. 
Thus,  by  discharging  onr  duiy,  and  no  more  than 
oar  duty,  the  people  will  be  induced  to  repudiate 
all  paper  promises  which  are  not  coavertible  into 
specie.  And  thus  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
intended  Congiess  to  aid  in  securing  to  onr  people 
a  sound,  uniform,  and  stable  currency.  Thus 
we  will  leave  to  all  the  States  (he  full  possession 
and  enjoyment  of  all  their  reserved  rights.  But 
create  your  National  Bank  to  regulate  your  State 
hanks,  and  furnish  a  paper  currency,  (it  may,  and 
perhaps  will,  do  it,  if  you  will  confer  upon  it 
plenary  power?;)  but,  in  so  doing  your  trench  upon 
Snaie  sovereignty,  in  creating  an  engine  whose  ob- 
ject is  to  control  and  govern  the  institutions  of  the 
States.  You  imply  that  the  States,  who  have  the 
power  to  create  banking  corporations,  are  unable 
to  rule  and  manage  the  workmanship  of  their  own 
hands;  to  restrain  and  keep  within  metes  and 
bounds  their  own  offspring.  You  create  a  master 
to  regulate  with  strioes,  with  the  infliction  of  con- 
dign puntthment,  the  freaks  and  caprices  of  these 
disorderly  and  unmanageable  children  of  the 
States.  Well,  sir,  suppose  I  admit  th-  Sia'e 
Legislatures  cannot  rcgu'ate  the  State  banks,  in 
which  I  fear  tbere  is  some  truth,  does  not  the 
question  recur,  Who  will  regulate  a  National 
Bank?  Let  every  citizen  in  this  wide  spread  Re- 
public ask  himself,  what  authority  can  or  wilt  re- 
gulate a  National  Bank?  Can  you  depend  upon 
this  House?  'I  intend  no  red  ction  upon  this  body; 
but  create  this  mighty  giant,  whose  strength,  and 
power,  and  influence  can,  almost  in  a  day,  reach 
and  pervade  the  remotest  corner  of  this  vast  con- 
tinent, and,  instead  of  being  regulated  by  Congress, 
it  will  regulate  Congress. 

But  suppose  you  create  a  bank  with  the  capital 
and  power  coatem plated;  (and  to  make  it  efficient 
you  must  clothe  it  with  these  powers,)  you  put  into 
its  keeping  the  money  of  the  people,  and  thereby 
you  confer  upon  it  the  whole  credit  of  this  Go- 
vernment. Its  notes  will  be  received  as  specie; 
perhaps  will  be  preferred.  These  no***  will  find 
their  way  into  the  vaults  of  all  the  State  banks,  and 
become  the  basis  of  their  issues.  Instead  of  spe- 
cier  the  local  banks  will  redeem  their  circulation  in 
United  States  paper.  Gold  and  silver  will  not  be 
wanted,  and  will  be  considered  an  inconvenience 
and  an  incumbrance;  and,  obeying  the  necessary 
laws  of  trade,  will  disappear  from  our  country, 
and  find  their  way  to  that  nation  where  they  are  In 
demand.  When  the  sympathetic  chord  is  once  ar- 
ranged— and,  to  reach  that  point,  most  afflicting 
will  be  the  pecuniary  distresses  of  the  country— 
when  the  National  Bank  expands,  the  State  banks 
will  expand;  and  when  the  National  Bank  contract?, 
the  State  banks  will  be  forced  to  contract  also.  Thus, 
in  practice, in  pomt  of  fact,  the  notes  of  the  Nation- 
al Bank  will  become  the  standard  of  value.  What 
principle  will  guide  the  movements  of  that  bank? 
Avarice — the  soul,  if  it  has  a  soul:  the  ruling 
principle  of  every  banking  corporation  is  avarice. 
Thus,  as  it  may  suit  the  interest,  the  views,  or  the 
policy  of  the  majority  of  the  stockholders,  money 
in  this  country  will  be  plentiful  or  scarce.  The 
standard  of  value  is  to  be  changed  at  the  will  of 
selfish  speculators  and  stockjobbers.  Is  this  your 
stable,  uniform  currency,  which  to-day  stands  at 
Ji/cy  millions,  tomorrow  at  seventy,  and  next  day 
atone  hundred  millions, and  on  the  fourth  day  re- 
turn* to  fifty  millions?  Would  that  be  considered 
a  stable,  uniform  measure,  which  to-day  measured 
tbree  feet,  to-morrow  six  feet,  and  on  the  third, 
measured  only  two  feet?  From  such  a  currency, 
when  the  makers  of  it  will  feel  interested  in  its  va- 
riableness, may  Providence  save  my  country.  It 
wiH  be  as  changeable  as  the  wind;  bs  fickle  as  the 
* 'shade  of  the  aspen  leaf." 

On  this  subject  the  gentleman  is  surely  mistaken. 
This  Administration  his  done  its  duty,  and  de- 
serves the  thanks  of  the  people;  and  I  doubt  not 
will  receive  them,  for  adhering.  <in  the  most  trying 
emergencies,  "to  the  sacred  obligations  of  lav;"  in 
executing  all  Government  contracts  "according  to 


the  requirements  of  the  Constitution;*'  and  thus,  in 
presenting,  "when  most  needed,  a  rallying  point  by 
which  the  business  of  the  whole  country  has  been 
brought  back  to  a  safe  and  unvarying  standard." 

The  great  purposes  for  which  this  Government 
was  created,  are  few  and  simple.  To  conduct  onr 
intercourse  wiih  foreign  nations,  to  provide  and 
maintain  a  navy  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce 
with  the  world,  to  raise  and  support  an  army  to 
guard  our  defenceless  frontier  from  the  incursions 
of  the  ruihlew  savage,  to  coin  money  and  fix  the 
standard  of  weights  and  measures,  constitute  the 
man  objects  designed  by  our  Revolutionary  ances- 
tors in  the  formation  of  this  confederacy.  Where 
is,  the  just  ground  of  complaint  under  these  heads? 
'Export*  to  Prance. 


Exports 

Cottm 

Tobacco 

Rict 


Dollar*. 
20,075,066)21 


17,460,415 
937,129 
345,817 


18%. 


Dollars. 
,441,200 


17,519,787 
954,846 
413,548 


1837. 


Dollars, 

19,750,263 


723,842 
274,625 


1838. 


Dollars. 
15322405 


t5,265,679  12,360,073 

-   -,232,410 

139,625 


Dollars. 
18,336,654 


13323,142 
810,093 
.320,911 


The  widom,  firmness,  and  forbearance,  which 
have  characterized  our  foreign  intercourse,  have 
challenged  and  received  the  approbation  of  all  par- 
ties Our  navy  has  enlarged  and  strengthened; 
aud  though  our  commerce  has  increased,  and  the 
canvass  of  our  trading  vessels  whiten  every  eea 
under  the  canopy  of  Heaven,  yet  onr  flig  is  honor- 
ed, and  our  name  respected  every  where.  Our 
army  has  proved  sufficient  for  the  defence  of  the 
coontr>;  and  the  constitutional  s*andard  of  value 
maintained  under  'be  most  trying  circumstances 

My  ideas  of  government  evidently  differ  widely 
from  those  of  the  honorable  gentleman.  They  are 
drawn  from  the  writings  and  sayings  of  the  great 
Republicans  who  have  gone  before  me,  "A  splen- 
did Government,  and  an  impoverished  people,"  such 
as  we  find  in  Great  Britain,  I  abominate.  In 
my  estimation,  the  following  constitute  the  outlines 
ot  a  perfect  Government,  and  consequently  light  > 
taxation;  and  a  pure  and  speedy  administration  of 
justice. 

Though  I  have  detained  the  committee  longer 
than  I  intended,  it  would  be  considered  unpar- 
donable in  me  to  conclude  these  remarks  with- 
out noticing  the  reference  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Evaws]  to  the  present  embarrassment 
of  the  dtateof  Mississippi.  In  speiking  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  country,  he  9*ks,  can  Mis- 
sissippi be  in  a  state  of  prosperity  when,  but  a  year 
or  two  since,  the  United  States  marshal  received 
*  (87,000  for  fees?  I  take  it  for  granted  that  .'his  re- 
ference  was  made  in  do  spirit  of  un kindness  to 
that  people.  Every  representative,  I  presume, 
feels  proud  of  his  constituent;  but  no  member  on 
this  floor  has  stronger  reasons  to  entertain  that  sen- 
timent with  heartfelt  sincerity  tnan  the  humble  in- 
dividual who  now  addresses  you.  For  intelligence, 
energy  of  character,  enterprise,  noble  bearing,  a 
lofty  sense  of  honor,  and  a  generous  confidence  in 
public  agents,  my  constituents  stand  second  (o  no 
people  on  earth.  And  I  will  seize  this  occasion  to 
explain  their  present  condition  and  future  prospects. 

I  begin  with  the  odiou«  tariff  of  1829,  as  the 
fruitful  source  of  all  the  ravages  which  have  swept 
like  a  tornado  over  this  fair  country,  leaving  the 
most  palpable  and  striking  marks  of  their  severity 
with  the  people  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
The  immediate  consequences  of  that  act  were  felt 
in  the  diminished  demand  for  exports.  Our  cot- 
ton was  carried  abroad,  and  instead  of  being  ex- 
changed for  the  productions  of  other  countries,  it  was 
sold  fur  American  fund?,  which  were  brought  into 
this  country  and  invested  for  the  mostpart'in  Ame- 
rican manufactures.  This  enabled  our'banks  to 
enlarge  their  issues,  our  circulation  became  en- 
larged, the  cost  of  producing  domestic  articles  «n- 
haaced,  till,  at  last,  our  merchants  were  able  to 
pay  the  price  of  foreign  articles,  import  them  into 
ibis  country,  add  on  the  heavy  duties,  and  then 
successfully  compete  the  market  with  domestic  ma- 
nufacturers. Tnis-state  of  things  began  about  the 
year  1332,  four  years  after  the  passage  of  that 
tariff  law  which  constitutes  an  era  in  the  history  of 
this  Government.  Simultaneous  with  which,  w*« 
the  enactment  of  the  tariff  law  of  1832,  which  was 


modified  by  the  compromise  act  of  18^3,  which 
caused  a  progressive  reduction  of  duties  on  foreign 
articles.  This  was  followed  by  an  increased  de- 
mand for  the  products  of  this  country  for  exporta- 
tion. The  importation  from  foreign  countries  in- 
creased pari  patm.  Cotton  being  the  chief  article 
of  export,  invited  capitalists  from  every  quarter.  . 
Mississippi  lands  were  in  high  demand,  and  the 
production  of  that  article  increased  with  a  rapidity 
unparalleled  in  the  growth  of  this  country.  To 
prove  this,  it  is  but  necessary  to  cast  our  eve  over 
the  following  table: 

The  exports  of  cotton  in  1829  were  -  A26  575,31 1 
"  in  1830  -    29  674,883 

"  in  1831  -    25289,493 

"  Mn  1832  -    31,724,682 

It  Is  yet  in  the  memory  of  all  those  who  were 
engaged  in  the  growth  of  that  article,  that  during 
these  four  years,  their  crops  yielded  them  a  les* 
amount  than  at^any  period  of  four  years,  since  cot  ion 
has  been  an  article  of  any  consequence,  previous 
to  or  subsequent  to  that  time.  Both  land  and  ne- 
groes were  at  a  remarkably  low  price,  and  all  busi- 
ness in  the  Southern  States  pined  and  dwindled. 
But  take  another  period  of  four  year*. 
Exports  of  cotton. 
1833        -  -  .-      136,191,105 

lb34  -  -        49  448,402' 

1835  -  -  -        64  961,302 

1836  -  -  <■  71,284,925 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  in  four  years,  the  pro- 
duction of  cotton  was  more  than  doubled.  It  wi  1 
be  recollected,  however,  that  th*  demand  was  in- 
creased, and  the  prices  greatly  enhanced.  Missis- 
sippi now  became  the  centre  of  all  moneyed  opera- 
tion*; it  was  viewed  as  the  El  Dorado  of  the  South. 
Yeur  Southern  and  Western  highways  were 
thronged  with  emigrants  to  that  fair.  land.  Men 
congratulated  themselves  when  they  were  able  to 
place  their  foot  upon  Mississippi  soil.  Fortune 
was  thought  to  be  there,  freely  dispensing  her  fa- 
vors to  all  her  votaries;  and  the  ardent  fancy  saw 
boundless  wealth  blooming  in  her  cotton  fields. 

But,  sir,  it  is  necessary  to  notice  in  this  connec- 
tion two  other  events  which  have  bad  a  material 
bearing  upon  the  Slate  of  Mississippi.  In  1830, 
the  Government  oi  the  United  S'ates  made  a  treaty 
with  the  Choctaw  Indians,  by  which  it  acquired 
7,796,000  acres  of  cotton  lands.  In  1634,  a  irea  y 
was  concluded  with  the  Chickasaw  Indians,  and 
more  than  6,000,000  acres  of  land  weie  brought  in-  • 
to  market;  all  in  the  State  of  Mississippi.  These 
hnds  opened  a  wide  field  for  speculation,  and  had  a 
direct  influence  upon  the  legislation  of  the  State. 
Capitalist?,  as  it  was  before  slated,  gathered  in 
from  every  quarter  in  flocks  and  swarms,  to  pur- 
cha>e  fresh  cotton  lands.  At  home,  the  want  of 
money  was  felt  by  onr  citizens,  to  compete  with  ci- 
tizens from  other  States  in  the  purchase  i<f  these 
rich  and  fertile  lands.  The  reasoning  on  the  part 
of  our  Legislature,  under  the  principles  which  then 
obtained,  was  most  natural  to  induce  them  to  create 
capital  for  the  use  of  their  own*  people.  They 
made  banks  to  make  money  to  buy  lands,  and  thus 
enrich  their  constituents;  far  it  must  be  remembered 
that,  in  those  days,  it  was  the  received  opinion  of 
many,  however  ridiculous  that  opinion  may  now 
appear,  that  the  creation  of  a  bank  was  bringing 
into  existence  of  so  much  additional  capital.  In 
hot  haste  bank  charters  were  obtained;  in  hot  haste 
these  banks  were  put  into  operation;  in  hot  haste 
the  money  was  loaned  out  to  adventurers.  The 
load  of  an  hour  was  considered  well  nigh  the  loss  of 
a  fortune.  The  discounts  were  had,  wild  lands  were 
bought,  farms  were  opened,  negroes  and  stock  were ' 
purchased  and  placed  upon  them,  and  all  went  on 
most  prosperously.  Cotton  alone  was  produced, 
however,  and  every  thing  else  was  obtained  from 
abroad.  Bur,  as  long  as  the  banks  coujd  expand 
their  issues,  all  was  well;  all  was  life  and  anima- 
tion, and  prosperity  and  happiness.  Rumor  was 
ever  busy  in  pointing  to  some  Incky  wight  who  had 
grown  rich  by  a  fortunate  turn  of  speculation. 
This  led  on  hundreds  In  eager  pursuit.  Mh  is  true, 
morality  suffered.  Mechanics,  thong*  ihey  re- 
ceived the  most  ample  reward  for  their  labors,  de- 
serted their  trades;  the  various  professions  neglected 
their  pursuits.  The  toil  and  pains-taking  which 
distinguished  our  frugal  ancestors  were  subjects  of 
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ridicule.  A  nearer  road  bad  been  found,  by  bank 
makers,  to  the  attainment  of  the  great  desideratum 
of  our  people:  the  philosopher1*  stone  had  been 
discovered.    Speculation  was  the  secret. 

Bat,  in  the  spring,  of  1837,  the  cord  was  snapped, 
and  reality  burst  upon  us.  The  delusion  which 
bad  enwrapt  our  senses,  sudder.Jy  vanished.  The 
banks  had  strained  their  credit  till  public  confidence 
was  destroyed.  Consternation  was  teen  in  ever? 
countenance.  The  hope  which  buoyed  up  the  heart 
of  the  parent*  and  the  bright  prospects  which  de- 
lighted the  fancy  of  families,  in  a  moment  were 
swept  away.  The  cup  which  had  been  all  sweet- 
ne«  and  exhilaration  was  now  dashed  with  gs  11  and 
wormwood.  And  then  it  was  that  ibe  fees  of  our 
marshal  reached  the  enormous  sum  of  $87,000. 

Bntt  sir,  I  verily  belie  re  the  crisis  js  passed. 
We  hare  sowed  to  the  wind,  we  have  reaped  the 
whirlwind.  We  have  experienced  the  bitter  fruits 
of  our  own  misdoing.  And,  in  many  instances, 
our  legislation  has  been  unwise,  without  question. 
By  such  a  reverse,  any  other  people  would  have 
bean  thiown  back  for  years  in  their  onward  march. 
Wo  have  tried,  to  the  mtermoit,  legislative  relief 
and  bank  relief,  bat  all  in  vain.  Energy,  industry, 
enterprise,  and  honor,  yet  remain;  dear-bought  ex* 
perience  has  taught  us  salutary  lessons  of  economy 
and  frugality.  Our  genial  climate,  our  fertile  soil, 
and  our  rich  staple,  are  all  our  own.  On  these  we 
base  oor  hopes.  On  these  and  a  kind  protecting 
Providence  we  rely.  Nor  wilt  our  reliance  be  in 
vain.  It  must  be  evident  to  all,  that  with  an  an- 
nual production  of  a  surplus  staple  worth  twenty 
millions  in  specie,  without  no  just  and  prejudicial 
legislation  on  the  part  of  the  General  Government, 
Mississippi  must  ere  long  become  the  fairest  daugh- 
ter of  the  South. 


BANKS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

IN  SENATE, 
Tuesday,  February  93, 1841. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  existence  the 
charters  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
being  taken  up, 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  rose  to  propose  an 
amendment.  He  moved  first  to  strike  out  the 
figure  two  in  the  9th  line  of  section  and  to  sub- 
stitute three,  thereby  extending  the  existence  of  the 
charters  to  the  fourth  day  of  March,  1843,  instead 
of  the  same  day  of  1842.  He  next  proposed  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  section  aud  insert  as 
follow: 


tvidtd  The  said  banks  shall  earh  for  itself  redeem  all  Its 
and  specie  liabilities  In  specie  when  demand*!  from  and 
aiieribs  passage  »f  this  act,  and  throughout  the  whole  period 
for  which  the  said  several  chatters  are  hereby  extended.  And 
Id  the  event  that  any  o.-e  or  more  of  said  banks  shall  decline  to 
meet  its  liabilities  io  apecie  as  aforesaid,  or  having  commenced 
to  pay  s,*ecie,  shall,  hereafter,  during  ihe  peiiodaiureaai  I  cease 
or  fall  to  do  so,  any  bank  so  declining,  ceasing,  or  failing  to 
pay  in  specie,  ehall,  ipto  facto,  forfeit  its  charu-r.  and  shall  pro- 
ceed to  wind  up  its  concert*  under  the  provisions  of  the  law 
passed  oik  the  3d  of  July.  1610,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  the 
corporate  existence  of  certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
for  certain  purposes,"  which  said  act  is  hereby  made  applica- 
ble In  all  its  provisions  to  every  of  said  banks  failing  as  afore* 
•aid,  for  the  period  of  two  years  from  the  date  of  any  such 
failure  or  neglect  to  pay  in  specie.  And  any  attempt  by  the 
officers  of  any  of  said  bonks  so  as  above  said  forfeiting  its  char* 
tar,  alter  any  such  forfeiture,  to  exercise  any  of  ihe  backing  pri- 
vflsffes  conferred  by  this  act,  shall  subject  such  officers  to  all  the 
penalties  of  Illegal  banking. 

The  object  be  bad  in  view  would  be  apparent 
on  reading  the  amendment;  it  was  to  continue  the 
corporate  existence  of  the  banks  for  two  years  from 
the  fourth  of  March,  but  it  was  on  consideration 
that  they  pay  specie  on  demand  for  their  notes 
under  the  penalty'of  a  forfeiture  of  their  charters! 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  thst  circumstances  con- 
nected  wih  this  subject  bad  recently  occurred, 
which  were  very  different  from  what  they  were 
when  this  bill  was  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Colombia — many  important  changes 
bad  taken  place  in  the  banks  and  the  currency,  since 
that  time,  of  so  important  a  character  that  he  was 
bow  inddced  to  think  that  the  amendment  was  bet- 
ter than  the  original  bill;  and  he  had  risen  to  say 
that  be  should,  offer  no  opposition  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  made  a  few  observations,  which 
— i  not  distinctly  beard, 


Mr.  MERRICK  was  understood  to  reply  that 
the  bill  of  last  session  would  still  be  applicable, 
and  compel  them  to  wind  up  their  affairs. 


The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to.  v 

Mr.  WRIGHT  desired  to  make  a  farther  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  to  prohibit  the  banks  discounting 
and  paying  out  notes  not  their  own— of  banks  that 
were  not  paying  specie,  and  of  railroad  companies, 
that  weie  not  redeemable  in  specie. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  would  agree  that  (he 
batiks  should  not  pay  out,  but  he  objected  to  a  pro- 
vision that  would  prevent  their  receiving  such 
note?. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  submitted  his  amendment  in  ths 
following  terms: 

Ma  2  Arid  os  it  further  enacted,  That  neither  of  the  said 
banks  shall,  by  virtue  of  auy  thing  la  this  act  contained,  fc*  autho- 
rized to  isiue  or  pay  out  any  noie,  bill,  check,  or"  draft  of  any 
bank  company,  incorporation,  association,  or  Individual,  which 
said  noie^  bill,  check,  or  draft,  shall  not  be  payable  and  paid  on 
demand  in  specie  at  the  place  where  it  is  made  payable;  and 
any  violation  of  this  restriction  shall  be,  ipto  facto,  a  forfei- 
ture of  all  the  rights,  powers,  and  privileges  ronierred  by  this 
act  in  the  manner  specified  m  the  first  section  thereof  as  to  a 
failure  of  specie  payments.  ' 

Mr.  M£RRiCK  was  sorry  this  amendment  had 
been  off-red.  He  desired  to  restore  the  banks  to 
the  condition  of  those  in  the  surrounding  districts, 
but  their  bu&ioess  was  limited,  and  he  did  not  wish 
to  place  them  in  a  different  condition  than  those  iu 
the  adjacent  country  of  Virginia  and  Maryland. 
He  wished  them  to  be  specie  paying  banks,  but  he 
did  not  wish  them  to  be  restricted  from,  the  use  of 
paper,  which  was  commonly  received  by  the  peo- 
pleof  tbe  District.  He  was  sorry  that  any  gen- 
tleman should  be  disposed  to  make  a  distinction 
in  the  mode  of  doing  business  between  these  and 
surrounding  banks. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  did  not  desire  now,  at  this  late 
stage  of  the  session,  to  occupy  much  time  on  the 
subject  of  these  bank  charters.  He  bad  very 
settled  views  in  reference  to  proper  charters 
for  banking  institutions,  but  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  present  them  here.  Tne  proposition  before 
tbe  Senate  as  now  amended  by  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Alabama  [Mr.  Clay]  was  simply  to  re- 
new, or  rather  revue  the  charters  of  these  institu- 
tions, and  extend  them  a  sufficient  time  to  enable  a 
new  Congress  to  act  permanently  upon  the  subject 
of  bands  for  the  District.  He  did  not,  in  refer- 
ence to  legislation  so  temporary,  wish  to  discuss 
the  general  subject  of  banking  and  bank  charters. 
If  he  could  see  simple  provisions  adopted  which 
would  make  the  institutions  safe,  and  their  cur- 
redcy  sound  fpr  this  short  period,  he  should  be 
cmtent.  Such  was  the  provision  and  the  object 
of  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  Senator  which 
had  been  adopted,  and  *uch  was  his  object  in 
offering  tbe  amendment  now  under  consideration, 
to  prohibit  these  banks  from  paying  out  irredeema- 
ble psper.  Toe  amendment  of  the  Senator  was 
go  d  as  far  as  it  went,  and  made  the  banks  specie 
paying  banks  in  terms,  but  it  did  not  go  far  enoogh. 
If,  while  compelled  to  redeem  their  own  notes  in 
>p°cie  on  demand,  these  institution*  were  permitted 
to  j>sue  and  p*y  out  at  pleasure  the  notes  of  other 
bank*,  of  railroad  companies,  and  the  like,  which 
were  not  redeemable,  and  not  redeemed  in  specie, 
the  specie  paying  provisions  of  the  honorable  Se- 
nator would  be  useless  in  fact,  and  in  practice, 
though  sound  in  principle,  and  unexceptionable  in 
form. 

Look  at  the  banks  of  Maryland.  He  did  not 
know  that  any  of  them  were  specie  paying  banks 
now,  even  in  form,  but  be  had  seen  that,  by  a  re- 
cent law  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  they  were 
all  authorized  to  pay  out  the  notes  of  tbe  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  Company)  a  company  which 
has  no  other  power  to  issue  notes  to  circulate  as 
money,  than  a  blind  and  doobtful  implication  from 
the  provisions  of  a  charter,  intended  simply  to 
confer  the  power  to  construct  a  railroad;  and  which, 
assuming  banking  powers  upon  such  a  basis,  hs 
behoved  did  not  make  its  notes,  even  in  form,  paya- 
ble on  demand  in  specie,  and  certainly  did  not 
either  so  redeem  them  in  fact,  or  even  make  the 
pretence  of  doing  so.  With  such  notes  for  tbe 
currency  of  the  banks  of  Maryland,  of  what  Use 
were  specie  paying  provisions  in  their  charter*? 
To  the  publ  c,  for  whose  rer;efit  the  banking  powers 
were  conferred,  or  should  have  been  conferred, 
none  whatever.  -" 

In  reference  to  these  District  banks  the  Senate  was 
not  without  abundant  experience.  These  charters 
had  been  several  times  extended  since  ho  had  beta 


a  member  of  tho  body,  and  what  son  of  a  carreser 
had  they  commonly  paid  om?  The  notes  of  this 
very  Railroad  Company,  the  notes  of  the  corporate 
cities  of  tbe  District,  and  various  other  descriptions 
of  irredeemable  pa^er.  Indeed,  much  of  the  cur- 
rency which  had  been  heretofore  circulated  by  these 
banks  was  not  in  fact  redeemed  any  where,  and 
could  not  be  collected  by  law  any  where.  It  vat 
the  paper  of  incorporations  declaredly  insolvent, 
and  as  unable,  as  apparently  unwilling,  io  pay. 

Were  they  then  constituting  specie  paying  bank*, 
wivh  the  right  to  issue  and  pay  oat  sack  paperi 
With  the  right  to  furnish  to  the  community  sock  a 
currency?  Would  the  Senate  delude  itself  by  so 
preposterous  a  supposition?  But  gentlemen  urged 
that  the  banks  ought  to  be  permitted  to  lakeoflcar- 
rent  ard  irredeemable  paper  upon  deposit*,  end  so 
receiving  it,  to  pay  it  out  upon  the  checks  of  depo- 
sitors. What  broader  power  than  this  did  the 
banks  want,  or  could  they  wish,  to  enable  then  to 
transact  ail  their  business  in  irredeemable  paper 
not  their  own?  Certainly  none.  The  moment  this  , 
authority  was  given,  nothing  was  to  be  done  hot 
to  make  their  arrangement  with  the  Railroad  Com- 
pany, or  any  other  corporation  or  individual,  for 
the  use  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  irredeemable 
notes,  place  them  in  deposite  in  the  bank  to  the 
credit  of  its  officers  or  cleiks,  and  pay  them  oat  at 
"pleasure  upon  their  checks.  Thus  tbe  banks  would 
be  in  fact,  what  theJSenate  does  not  intend  to  make 
them,  irredeeming  banks  of  t|ie  worst  character- 
banks  of  issue  of  an  irredeemable  paper  which 
they  do  not  even  promise  to  pay,  nor  make  them- 
selves legally  liable  to  pay  at  any  time,  or  in  any 
manner.  Instead  of  issuing  their  own  notes,  which 
they  are  bound  by  the  bill  to  pay  on  demand,  and 
in  gold  and  silver,  they  will  merely  issue  paper 
which  is  not  simply'  irredeemable,  but  absolutely, 
uncollectable. 

What  was  the  honest  and  practical  banking  role 
upon  this  subject  every  where?  That  a  bank  re- 
fuses to  receive  alt  paper  which  is  uncurrent,  or 
not  equal  to  its  own,  whether  offered  in  payment, 
or  for  deposite,  or  receives  it  at  par?  Sorely  not. 
It  receives  such  paper  at  its  value  and  gives  credit 
for  that  value,  not  for  the  nominal  amount  It  is 
not  the  custom  of  solvent  banks  to  receive  uacv- 
rent  paper  as  par  and  pay  it  out  again  at  par.  The 
value  of  the  paper  is  fixed  before  it  is  received, 
and  the  depositor  has  a  credit  for  that  value  a<  for 
a  deposite  of  current  paper  or  specie.  His  owa 
experience  had  been  extensive  upon  this  point. 
His  residence  was  upon  the  frontier,  where  the  pa- 
per of  the  Canada  banks  had  always  had  an  exten- 
sive circulation,  frequently  as  great  as  that  of  the 
banks  of  the  States,  and  yet  it  never  was  current. 
All  the  banks  upon  the  frontiers  take  that  paper  at 
its  market  value,  either  in  payment,  or  ior  depo- 
site, the  value  being  agreed  upon  when  the  paper  is 
received,  and  none  of  them  h*  ve  ever  thought,  nor 
have  the  citizens,  of  going  to  the  Legislates  of 
their  States  for  authority  to  pay  out  this  UDCorrent 
foreign  paper.  The  citizens  would  not  ends* 
such  a  law,  because  it  would  retain  the  unarrest 
and  depreciated  paper  among  them  and  make  it 
their  exclusive  currency.  The  sound  rule  lakes  it 
from  them.  It  centres  in  the  banks  and  is  Mat 
home  for  redemption. 

U  the  practice  under  this  sound  rule  'W**** 
the  just  interests  of  any  of  the  parties?  It  stemct 
toh:mnot  The  depositor  loses  nothing,  beessse 
he  receives  the  twins  of  his  urjeorrent  papt r.  U» 
sustains  loss  at  all,  it  was  sustained  when  hs  loot 
the  paper  for  more  than  it  was  worth,  or  hsesstes 
has  depreciated  in  his  bands,  not  because  he  sws 
it  /or  attttey  and  for  what  it  is  everts,  ll**** 
loses  nothing,  because  it  merely  pays  the  p*** 
value  for  depreciated  paper.  So  far,  t^»fomi*' 
transaction  is  equal  and  just.  How  then  io  «J 
great  interest  affected?  The  community?  *■** 
benefically.  The  uncurrent  paper  is  takes  from 
circulation,  and  its  value,  in  gold  and  silver,  or  m 
paper  which  is  convertible  into  gold  and  oil***  *  , 
substituted  in  its  place,  asji  part  of  the  eanency. 
The  sound  role,  then,  is  safe  to  all  parcel tana  es- 
sentially beaeficial  to  toe  whole  public.  The  ma> 
chievous  operation  of  the  opposite  one,  that  of  per- 
mitting banks  to  receive  uncurrent  paper  ■*0*J* 
posits  and  again  pay  it  out  upon  shecas,  hat  seat 
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glanced  at;  and  the  experience  of  ihe  lest  few 
years,  and  the  condition  of  the  banks  of  the  coun- 
try at  this  moment,  super&ede  the  necessity  of  far- 
ther remaiki  upon  ii. 

In  but  one  way  could  this  view  of  the  case  be 
obscured.  t  It  might  be  said,  if  the  depositor  were 
permitted  to  deposit©  his  uncurrent  paper  as  at  par, 
and  cheek  upon  the  bank  for  it,  he  would  sustain 
ao  loss.  Tni*  might  be  true  in  fact  and  in  practice, 
bat  it  could  only  be  so  because  the  depositor  would, 
by  this  legerdemain  of  legislation,  be  able  to  throw 
off  his  loss  upon  his  creditors;  and  in  that  case, 
upon  what  class  of  his  creditors  would  the  loss  be 
likely  to  fall  Not  upon  Ihe  wealthy,  for  they 
would  not  receive  his  cneek  payable  at  the  bank  in 
mneurt  eat -funds  in  payment  of  their  debts.  They 
could  command  dollar  for  dollar  and  would  have 
it.  Upon  what  class  then?  The  laborers.  They 
must  have  their  pay  to  obtain  bread,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  time  with  them  was  more  material  than  that 
of  loss  upon  depreciated  paper.  They  etas*  take 
the  checks,  because  they  must  eat. 

It  was  this  very  consequence  which  he  wished  to 
•roid,  and  he  oonld  not  tolerate  the  idea  that  the 
wealthy  were  to  have  a  depoaife  of  spurious  funds 
in  the  ba»k*,  out  of  which  they  were  to  be  per- 
mitted, by  the  express  terms  of  out  laws,  to  com- 
penaa'e  the  p. or  for  their  sweat  and  labor. 

A  des«re  for  tpedml  depositee  of  this  character 
teemed  to  exist.  Permit  them  to  any  extent.  As  he 
undersiood  special  deposits,  they  may  be  made  of 
any  thins;  of  plate,  if  valuable  papers,  o(  pictures, 
as  well  as  of  that  which  is  called  money,  and  in 
aoyshape  are  only  to  be  returned  to  the  depositor. 
In  that  shape  let  unenrrent  and  irredeemable  paper 
be  deposited,  and  be  would  not  object  to  it.  If  there 
were  those  who  wished  to  preserve  sueh  paper,  he 
was  not  one  of  them,  nor  was  be  an  enemy  to  them. 
If  the  vaults  of  a  bank  were  requisite  for  the  pre- 
servation, while  be  could  not  doubt  the  powert'of 
nay  bank  in  the  world  to  receive  such  a  special  de- 
posite and  return  it,  he  would  be  the  la&t  man  to 
infuse  the  right,  in  legislating  upon  the  subject;  but 
to  eta*  upun  special  depositee  was,  to  bis  mind,  like 
a  proposition  to  check  upon  the  title  deeds  of  an  es- 
tate, upon  family  pictures,  or  upon  any  other  proper- 
ty of  the  line  obaracter.  And  the  authority  to  check 
upon  unenrrent  money,  as  such,  in  deposits  in  a 
bank,  was  merely  to  ask  general  authority  for  the 
bank  to  issue  nncorrent  notes  as  a  currency. 

His  amendment  did  nut  interfere  with  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  banks.  He  would  not,  if  he  could, 
prohibit  them  from  receiving,  upon  theirown  terms, 
any  circulating  paper,  however  unenrrent;  but  be 
would  not,  by  his  vole,  permit  tbem  to  pay  out  any 
other  thin  a  currency  of  gold  and  silver,  or  a  cur- 
rency of  paper  convertible  into  those  metals  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  holder.  This  was  the  mixed  cur- 
rency he  was  prepared  to  favor,  and  no  other,  and 
this  was  a  limitation  of  banking  powers  which  he 
could  not  forego,  for  any  time,  or  upon  any  con- 
sideration. 

If  a  different  course  could  foster  the  true  interests 
of  the  people  of  this  Dutiict,  about  |whose  helpless 
condition  they  were  accustomed  to  hear  so  mucb,and 
so  eloquently  delivered,  from  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  District,  be  was  un- 
able to  see  the  leg  Wat  ion  in  that  light,  and,  there- 
fore, could  not  be  a  party  to  it.  His  impression 
had  been,  that,  if  thet>e  institutions  were  to  benefit 
Ihe  people  in  their  currency,  their  most  useful  agen- 
cy was  to  consist  in  the  fact  that  any  thing  which 
passed  into  them,  in  the  shape  of  currency  of  an 
nncurrent  charaeier,  was  never  to  pass  out  from 
them  in  the  same  character.  In  this  sense  the  utili- 
ty of  banks  was  to  him  apparent;  but  if  they  were 
to  be  mere  institutions  for  the  issue  and  circula- 
tion of  nncurrent  and  irredeemable  paper,  to  cir- 
culate as  a  currency,  he  should  be  ready  to  deny 
their  utility,  and  to  consent  to  their  perfect  termi- 
nation at  the  earliest  possible  period.  If  banks 
were  to  be  revived  for  this  declaredly  poor  District, 
which  should  be  authorized  by  our  law  to  flood  the 
markets  of  the  District  with  a  paper,  called  money, 
which  mortal  man  cannot  collect  any  where,  and 
any  bow,  he  must  be  pardoned  for  refusing  his 
assent  to  their  existence  for  an  hour,  much  lets  foe 
months  or  years. 

His  impressions  bad  ever  been,  that  one  of  the 


most  useful  efficts  of  sound  banks  was  to  take  the 
oncurrent  paper  of  the  bad  ones,  and  of  the  other 
irredeemable  incorporations  and  a»«  ciations,  as 
well  as  individuals  from  circulation,  and  to  substi- 
tute a  currency  of  value  in  it«  place.  If  this  was 
not  to  be  so  in  future,  be  should  be  compelled  to 
call  upon  the  friends  of  banks  fcr  some  further 
grounds  for  their  utility  before  he  could  favor 
tbem.  N 

His  earnest  object  was  to  give  these  banks  life 
for  the  shortest  period,  which  would  fairly  enable 
the  new  Congress  to  act  permanently  upon  the 
whole  subject,  and  to  have  that  brief  life  given 
upon  principles  which  could  be  sustained  in  the 
permanent  action,  and  which,  in  any  event,  would 
not  eompromit  bis  settled  views  upon  the  great 
question  invo'ved. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  it  would  be  observed  that 
under  the  bill  as  amended  by  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bams,  [Mr.  Clat]  the  banks  could  not  pay  out 
any  thing  but  specie,  unless  by  convent  of  the  per- 
son receiving  it:  they  would  be  compelled  to  pay 
on  demand  all  their  liabilities  in  specie.  But  the 
amendment  goes  funher,  and  denies  them  the  right 
to  pay  what  tbe  citizens  were  willing  to  receive,  as 
a  currency.  He  bad  been  told  ihat  tbe  paper  of 
specie  paying  banks  of  ihe  Distrct,  as  compared 
with  notes  of  non-specie  paying  banks  of  Balitt- 
more,  was  at  one  per  cent,  discount;  and  there  were 
many  cases  in  which  the  notes  of  other  barks 
would  be  much  more  valuable  to  persons  hajrjng  a 
debt  to  pay  in  Baltimore.  He  thought  they  hid 
given  the  citizen  all  be  could  require  when  they 
save  him  speo.e  on  demand  for  the  issues  of  the 
banks, 

Mr.  OLAY  of  Alabama  said  the  proposed 
amendment  of  the  Senator  fiom  New  York  would 
act  as  an  inhibition  of  the  bankj  receiving  ihe 
notes  of  non-specie  paying  banks  at  all;  for  if  he 
were  to  bring  notes  of  non-specie  psying  bank*  of 
Alabama— and  unfortunately  there  were  such  banks 
in  Alabama— and  wished  to  deposite  them  with  the 
banks  here,  he  could  not  do  so  under  this  proposed 
amendment,  as  it  would  prevent  him  from  drawing 
them  out  again.  He  therefore  proposed  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  the  addition  of  this  provisr: 

Provided,  That  nothing  contained  In  this  section  ahall  pro- 
hibit either  of  said  banks  irom  receiving  ilte  paper  of  any  non- 
specie  paying  bank  01  special deposite,  and  returning  the  same 
to  the  depositor  on  bis  check. 

Tr.e  honorable  Senator's  amendment  dittinc'ly 
prohibited  the  paying  out  of  non-specie  paying 
bank  notes,  no  matter  bow  the  banks  became  pos- 
sessed of  them.  He  (Mr.  Clay)  might  deposite 
with  them  notes  of  non-specie  paying  banks  in 
Alabama,  and  this  amendment  would  deprive  them 
of  the  rikht  to  par  him  back  his  own  money,  as 
the  banks  would  be  prohibited  from  paying;  out  tbe 
money  of  an  individual  which  was  not  of  the  de- 
scription contemplated.  Now,  to  some  persons  it 
would  seem,  irom  what  he  had  understood  some 
days  ago,  that  the  paper  of  the  non-specie  paying 
banks  of  Baltimore  would  be  better  than  the  paper 
of  Virginia  now  paying  specie;  and,  therefore,  as 
well  as  for  the  reasons  be  had  before  given,  he 
hoped  his  amendment  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  if  the  words  "on  the  pa?- 
ment  of  his  check9'  were  stricken  out,  he  did 
not  think  the  amendment  would  amount  to 
any  thing,  and,  therefore,  he  should  not  oppose  it. 
He  was  as  willing  that  the  banks  should  take  irre- 
deemable paper  on  special  deposile  as  the  honora- 
ble Senator  could  be,  bat  be  did  not  wish  to  see  it 
paid  out  again.  Now  just  see  the  effect  of  the  ho- 
norable Senator^  amendment — and  he  would  detain 
the  Senate  but  for  a  moment.  Suppose  that  he,  as 
a  business  man,  deposited  ten  thou -and  dollars  of 
irredeemable  paper  with  these  banks,  and  he  then 
gave  his  check  to  a  friend  for  five  thousand  dollars, 
and  another  check  to  his  honorable  friend  for  the 
residue  of  the  ten  thousand  dollars,  was  not  this  a 
distribution  of  that  irredeemable  paper  amongst 
the  community,  as  much  as  if  it  were  paid  out  by 
the  bank*?  But  what  did  the  honorable  Senator 
tell  tbem?  Why  in  effect  that  tbe  chafer*  w,re 
good  for  nothing  without  ihe  privilege.  But  wrnld 
they  rail  it  a  special  deposite,  and  yet  direct  that  it 
should  be  paid  out  on  his  check?  Why  it  would 
thus  become  as  general  a  deposite  as  can  be  made 
in  a  bank.    If  it  were  made  as  a  sp:cial  deposite, 


it  must  be  return*.  1  identically  to  the  depositor;  but 
the  moment  <hey  authorized  it  to  be  checked  upon, 
th'-y  authorized  it  to  become  the  currency  of  the 
CDjntry. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  explained  that  the  usual 
practice  was  to  pay  out  even  special  deposites  on 
the  check  of  ihe  depositor;  and  he  hoped  tbe  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wnioar] 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr  SEVIER  desired  to  ask  his  friend  from  New 
York  [Ylr.  Wright]  a  tingle  question,  to  which  ha 
hoped  the  honorable  Senator  would,  in  candor,  say 
yes  or  no.  Would  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York  vote  for  the  bill,  if  his  amendment  wars 
adopted? 
Mr.  WRIGHT.    Yes. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  That  was  better  than  he  had  ex- 
pee'ed;  and  he  t  ho  all  therefore  make  no  speech. 

A'ter  a  fr  w  words  of  explanation  bet  reed  Mr 
MERRICK,  Mr.  BENTON,  Mr.  WRIGHT, and 
Mr.  CLAY,  tbe  words  objected  to  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York  were  withdrawn;  and  in  that  shape 
the  proviso  of  tbe  Senator  from  Alabama  was 
adopted  without  a  division. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Tippah  to  stiike  out  all  after 
the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  as  an  amendment  a 
bill  emhrac  n?  'he  following  fca'U'e*: 

Every  stockholder  shall  record  hi*  stock  in  the  clerk's  office, 
the  schedule  of  the  same  to  tie  published  every  three  months  la 
the  newspapers  or  the  Dintrict;  every  tale  sad  transfer  to  be 
placed  on  record,  and  published  within  ten  days. 

To  i<utu*  do  notes  of  less  than  #20,  under  a  penalty  of  firshuu* 
dred  oliars. 

If  specie  be  refused,  enabling  any  justice  to  enter  op  jtHJfSSSM 
with  kli  per  cent,  damages,  and  cost  of  suit. 

Making  the  passiug  of  any  no  e  by  any  Individual,  of  lest 
than  820,  liable  to  a  forfeiture  of  double  the  amount  of  tat 
note. 

That  if  any  person  shall  establish  a  bank  and  Issue  notes  as 
money,  without  means  of  redeeming  the  same  in  current  cofto, 
he  shall  be  deemed  ruifry  of  a  misdeme  mor,  and  on  conviction 
shall  be  imprisoned  not  lees  than  three  nor  mora  than  tea 
years. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  hoped  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  would  now  consera  to  withdraw  his  amend* 
ment. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  rose,  and  spoke  in  support  of  his 
amendment  at  length,  ultimately  giving  way  for  a 
motion  to  adjourn. 

REMARKS  OP  MR.  CARR, 

OF  INDIANA. 
In  tht  Houte  of  RepretenUms,  Merck  9,  1841.— The 

Home  beiog  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe 

bill  "making  appropriation   for   surreys  and 

o' her  purpose*," 

Mr.  CARR  said  he  was  desirous  of  offering  an 
additional  section  to  the  bill  as  an  amendment,  if  it 
were  in  order  fo  to  do;  and  in  order  that  the  Cmia 
might  judge  whether  in*  amendment  he  desired  to 
offer  would  be  in  order,  he  would  send  it  to  the 
Cleik's  table  to  be  read,  and  it  was  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

'And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  fire  thousand 
dollar*  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  surrey 
a.id  examination  of. the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  as  to  ha 
capacity  to  do  the  business  required,  and  also  aa  to  die  propria* 


ly  or  impropriety  of  expending  money  to  improve  the  1 
with  a  view  to  suit  tbe  ptate  ol  trade  and  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  coat  thereof. 

Alsn,  asurrey  and  examination  of  the  Indian  chute  through 
tbe  falls  of  the  Ohio  river,  with  a  view  of  judffing  of  the  pro* 
'priety  or  impropriety  of  improving  tbe  navigation  through  the 
falls.  And  n  M  a  survey  and  examination,  with  a  view  of  judg- 
ing of  the  propriety  or  impiopieiy  of  constructing  a  canul 
round  the  fa!U  of  the  Ohio  river  on  the  Indiana  ahore  and  Ihe 
prob  ibln  cost  thereof;  sui'ed  to  the  state  of  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  the  country  said  surveys  and  examinations  to  be  mada 
under  tbe  direction  of  the  Secietary  of  war," 
which  a  mend  me  at  was  decided  by  the  chairman 
[Mr.  Wise]  10  be  in  order.  • 

Mr.  C  wrnt  on  to  state  that  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  offer  this  amendment  upon  an  estimate 
made  by  the  chief  of  the  Topographical  Boreau,  and 
the  lecommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  Warrant 
t9  ihe  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  favor  of  such  appropriation,  for  the  pur- 
poss  designated  in  hi*  amendment,  which  estimate 
and  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  War  were 
made  in  pursuance  cf  a  letter  which  he  bad  the 
houor  to  nddrrs*  to  the  Secretary  of  War;  which 
letter  and  answer  were  read  »s  follows* 

Wasjunoto*,  June  4, 1810. 

9m:  T  be?  leave  to  present  to  yon  the  amended  bill,  as  reported 
to  the  Senate  by  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  havine 
for  ns  object  ihe  improvement  uf  the  navigation  at  the  falls  < 

the  Ohio  river,  and  whirL  =«—.»—  -x j- 

aball  be  done  under  the  c 


the  Ohio* river,  and  which  provides  that  the  money  expended 
*    theouectionofthe  Seereury  of  War,  and 
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h  further  provides  for  »n  examination,  surrey,  and  report,  bit    !l 
that  no  expenditure  for  improving  the  navigation,  at  the  point 
mentioned,  thai  I  be  incurred  until  an  examination,  survey-  and 
report  thereof  b  •  made. 

I  also  enclose  to  you  the  letter  and  answer  of  Mr.  Anderson  of 
Kentucky  to  twelve  questions  propounded  to  him,  relating  to  the 
above  mentioned  subject  There  are  many  other  statements 
made  by  gentlemen  of  high  standing,  relating  to  the  same  sub- 
ject, which  have  been  presented  to  Congress,  and  leforred  to 
the  committee  in  the  Senate  having  charge  of  the  subject,  with 
the  reading  of  which  I  do  not  desire  to  trouble  you,  all  express- 
ing a  desire  that  something  may  be  done  to  relieve  the  com- 
merce from  the  burdens  now  imposed  upon  it,  by  improving 
the  navigation  at  that  point  in  some  way,  either  by  improving 
the  present  canal,  or  the  navigation  thiough  the  falls  of  the 
river,  or  to  improve  both,  or  to  construct  a  canal  on  the  Indiana 
shore. 

This  la  a  subject  of  vast  importance,  in  which  a  large  portion 
of  the  neople  of  the  United  flutes  is  deeply  interested;  near  one 
half  of  the  whole  number  of  the  States  of  the  Union  are  dicectly 
interested  in  it. 

From  the  advanced  period  of  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
it  is  leared  by  many  who  feel  a  lively  interest  in  this  matter, 
and  who  desire  that  something  may  be  speedily  done,  that 
Congress  will  not  find  time  to  act  upon  the  before  mentioned 
bill  during  the  present  session;  I  therefore  most  respectfully  in- 
quire^  in  the  absence  of  the  passage  of  said  bill,  if  the  Secretary 
at  War  would  have  the  power  to  cause  such  survey  and  ex- 
amination to  be  made  during  the  present  season;  and  if- not,  I 
beg  leave  to  suggest  if,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Secretary  it  be 
deemed  proper,  to  furnish  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
with  an  estimate,  with  a  view  to  an  appropriation  for  the  mak- 
ing said  survey,  examination,  and  report,  to  wit:  as  to  the  ca- 
pacities of  the  present  canal  to  do  the  business  required,  also  as 
to  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  expending  money  to  improve 
the  same,  with  a  view  to  equal  the  state  of  the  trade  and  com- 
merce on  that  river,  and  the  cost  thereof;  also,  as  to  the  propri- 
ety or  impropriety  of  improving  the  navigation  through  the 
i  falls,  and  the  probable  cost  thereof;  and  also  as  to  the  propriety 
or  impropriety  of  constructing  a  canal  on  the  Indiana  shore, 
wilted  to  the  state  of  commerce  of  the  river,  with  the  cost  of 
constructing  it;  which  appropriation  might  be  engrafted  to 
some  of  the  appropriation  bills  yet  to  be  acted  upon,  and  passed 
during  ths  present  session;  then  the  survey  and  examination 
might  be  made,  and  a  report  made  the  next  session  of  the  pre- 
vent Congress,  when  the  members  could  act  understanding^ 
upon  the  subject- 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

JOHN  CARR. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poimmtt, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Buhsau  of  Topographical  Enouoisrs, 
Washington,  June  llth,  1840. 

Sir:  In  reference  to  the  letter  of  the  4th  instant  from  the  Hon. 
J.  Carr,  I  have  the  honor  to  report: 

The  fetter  desires  information  if,  (1n  the  absence  of  the  pas- 
sage of  said  bill,  (a  bill  tn  authorize  the  purchase  of  stock  for 
the  United  Slates  in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Com 
paey,)  the  Secretary  of  War  would  have  the  power  to  cause 
such  survey  and  examination  to  be  made  during  the  present  sea- 
son; and  if  not,  lbeg  leave  to  sugges',  if  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Secretary  at  be  deemed  proper,  to  furnish  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  with  an  estimate,  with  a  view  to  an  appro- 
priation for  the  making  said  survey,  examination,  and  report, 
vis:  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  present  canal  to  do  the  business 
required;  also,  as. to  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  expending 
money  to  improve  the  same,  with  a  view  to  the  state  of  trade 
and  commerce  on  that  river,  and  the  cost  thereof:  also,  as  to  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  improving  the  navigation  through 
the  falls,  and  the  probable  cost  thereof;  and  also  a*  to  the  pro- 
priety oi  impropriety  of  constructing  a  canal  on  the  Indiana 
shore." 

The  foregoing  extract  states  so  fully  the  object  of  the  survey 
that  further  remark  in  reference  to  the  same  is  unnecessary. 
The  power  of  the  Department  to  order  it  is  embarrassed  only 
by  the  want  of  funds,  of  which  there  is  at  present  none  at  its 
disposal  admissible  of  such  an  application.  The  cost  of  surh 
a  survey  has,  in  my  judgment,  been  estimated  jodinously  in 
the  bill  before  referred  to,  at  $5,000:  which  amount  I  respect- 
fully recommend  to  your  consideration  as  necessary  to  mate  the 
survey  indicated,  and  as  requisite  to  be  appropriated  before  the 
survey  can  be  made. 

Very  respectfully,  etc 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Colonel  Topographical  Engineers. 

Hon:  J.  R.  Poujsitt,  Secretary  of  War. 

Waa  Department,  June  12, 1840. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  asking  if,  in 
the  absence  of  the  passage  of  lhe  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  to 
authorize  the  purchase  of  stock  for  the  United  States  in  the  . 
Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Company,  the  Secretary  of  War 
would  have  the  power  to  causo  a  survey  and  examination  to  be 
made,  having  for  Its  object  the  improvement  of  the  channel  of 
the  Ohio  river  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  and  offering  certain  sug- 

fe%(ion»,  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  power  of  the 
>epartment  to  order  it  is  embarrassed  only  by  the  want  of 
funds,  of  which  there  is  at  present  none  at  its  disposal  admissi- 
ble of  such  an  application.  The  cost  of  such  a  survey  has,  in 
my  judgment,  been  estimated  judiciously  in  the  bill  at  five 
thousand  dollars,  which  amount  is  thought  to  be  necessary  to 
make  the  survey  indicated^ and  requisite  to  be  appropriated  be- 
fore the  survey  can  be  made.  The  matter  will,  however,  be 
brought  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  its  con- 
sideration and  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Bon.  John  Cars, 

House  of  Representatives. 

War  Bbpahtmknt,  June  12, 1840. 

8ut:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  report  of  the  Colonel 
of  Topographical  Engineers,  prepared  in  answer  to  a  letter  of 
the  Hon  J.  Carr,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  an  appropriation,  to  be  expended  in  causing  an  examina- 
tion and  survey  to  be  made  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  (he  im- 
provement ofThe  channel  of  the  Ohio  river  at  the  falls. 

In  transmitting  this  report,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  sub- 
ject is  deemed  of  sufficient  Important  jo  justify  the  Depart- 


ment in  asking  an  appropriation  for  it  to  the  amount  mentioned 
in  the  report,  (15,000,)  and  I  therefore  respectfully  ask,  through 
you,  the  consideration  of  th«  Committee  ol  Ways  and  Means  m 
bringing  the  matter  before  the  House. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Hon  J.  W.  Jones, 

Chairman  Com.  Ways  and  Means,  House  of  Reps. 
Mr.  Car*  went  on  to  show  that  the  agricultural, 
and,  in  facr,  all  interests  of  the  conn  try,  were 
heavily  burdened  in  the  way  of  tolls  levied  and 
collected  for  the  passage  of  boats  and  tonnage 
through  the  canal;  that  it  was  important  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  relieve  the  community 
from  the  burden-  now  imposed.  Me  said  he  be- 
lieved it  was  a  l milled  that  the  present  canal  was 
not  capacitated  to  suit  the  slate  of  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  country;  and  inasmuch  as  there 
was  great  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  beat  and 
proper  mode  to  improve  the  navigation  at  that 
point,  and  to  reduce  the  burdens  now  imposed,  he 
had  been  induced,  by  the  petition  and  solicitation 
of  very  many  persons  interested,  to  take  the  course 
he  had  iaken  in  this  important  matter,  and  io  ask 
for  au  appropriation  for  the  purposes  designated  in 
his  amendment.  When  this  was  done,  and  a  re- 
port made,  Congress  could  act  understanding^  on 
the  subject.  Mr.  C.  trused,  inasmuch  as  this  was 
a  matter  of  much  moment,  the  appropriation 
being  small,  and  having  been  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  as  being  proper,  that  no  objec- 
tion would  be  made  to  it. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  STEENROD, 

OP  VIRGINIA. 

In  the  House  qf  Repraenlattou,  Febrwny  18,  1841— 
On  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  1841. 

Mr  STEENROD  rose  and  said  :  -. 
Mr.  Chairman:  I  had  hoped  that,  after  the  Pre- 
sidential election  was  over,  the  partisan  warfare 
would,  at  least  for  a  time,  be  suspended;  that  the 
public  mind  would  be  satiated  with  the  past,  and 
return  to  its  accustomed  pursuits  and  engagements; 
and  that  we  would  reassemble  here,  at  this  session 
of  Congress,  to  s«e  carried  out  the  se  principles  of 
reform  and  economy,  for  which  certain  gentlemen 
professed  so  much  regard.  I  do  not  believe,  air, 
the  profess  ions  of  gentlemen  here,  in  favor  of  eco- 
nomy and  reform,  are  supported  by  the  principles 
which  they  advocate  and  sustain.  I  have  heard 
advocated  on  thU  floot,  the  proposition  far  an  ex- 
tra fe-sion  of  Congress:  that  may  require  State 
Legislatures  to  be  convened,  to  order  special  elec- 
tions; that  will  call  the  people  from  the  fields  and 
workshops  at  an  unusual  time;  and  will  require 
the  members  of  Congress  to  meet  here  in  the  dog- 
days,  (as  remarked  by  my  colleague,  Mr.  Wise,) 
at  an  extraordinary  public  expense.  I  hear  advo- 
cated the  preposition  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  publie  lauds  among  the  States; 
when  we  are  told  by  the  same  gentlemen,  that  the 
Treasury  is  bankrupt.  I  hear  advocated  the  rais- 
ing of  the  revenue  of  the  Government,  and  in- 
creasing the  expenditures  for  the  public  service. 
Each  and  all  of  which  propositions,  I  deem  alike 
opposed  to  economy,  and  the  genius  of  our  institu- 
tions. Now,  the  economy  wiih  which  the  people 
of  this  country  expect  this  Government  to  be  ad- 
ministered, is  of  no  vague  and  uncertain  cha- 
racter. It  stands  defined  on  the  statute-book;  it 
has  passed  the  ordeal  of  the  people's  scrutiny, 
and  become,  by  public  approval,  interwoven  with 
the  past  policy  of  the  Government.  It  is,  to  col- 
lect no  more  revenue — to  impose  no  more  taxes  on 
the  people— than  are  necessary  for  an  economical 
administration  of  the  Government,  and  to  limit  the 
expenditures  for  its  acknowledged  constitutional 
purposes,  to  the  smallest  po?sible  amount  consistent 
with  the  public  interest.  This  is  the  policy  esta- 
blished by  the  preceding  and  the  present  Adminis- 
trations. 

In  1829,  when  the  Republican  party  were  re- 
stored to  power  and  place,  tbey  found  the  country 
in  debt,  and  taxed  to  the  high:  st  point  of  endu- 
rance, fcr  purposes  unwarranted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  unknown  to  its  Revolutionary  framers. 
The  then  President's  aim  was  to  restore  the  Con- 
stitution, and  to  put  the  Government  again  on  its 


Republican  track  and  definition,  to  confine  it  to 
the  few  and  simple  purposes  for  which  it  had 
been  instituted,  and  to  leave  the  State  authorities 
free  and  untrammelled*  to  guard  the  rights  and  the 
municipal  interests  of  the  citizen.     The  coarse 
then  recommended  to  effect  this  policy,  was  io  re- 
duce the  revenue  of  the  Government  to  the  wants 
of  an  economical  Administration;  and  this  po- 
licy was  adopted  by  the  act  commonly  known  as 
the  compromise  act.    I  do  not  now  mean  to  refer 
to  that  act  as  reconciling  the  great  and  opposing 
interests  of  the  manufacturer  of  the  North  and  the 
planter  of  the  South,  which  had  so  ldn*  agitated 
this   country    with    its   eanhquake-like  commo- 
tion, and  not  only  portended  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  but   threatened  to  deluge  the  land  with 
blood,  and  crowd  the  scaffold  with  some'  of  the 
country's  most  gifted  and  distinguished  sons.  Nor 
do  I  intend  to  refer  to   that  act  as  having  re- 
duced the  revenue  of  the  Government  daring  ths 
last  and  present  Administrations,  nearly  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars,  on    those  articles  which 
entered  ftYo  the  daily  use  of  every  consumer;  nor 
do  I  design  to  refer  to  -that  act  as  the  pre-eminent 
indication  given  by  this  nation  of  its  purpose  to 
sustain  and  advance  the  doctrines  of  free  trade,  io 
opposition  to  the  restrictive  policy  of  the  nations 
of  the  old  world.    But  I  would  refer  to  it  as  a  de- 
claration of  policy  by  the  Government,  that  the  re- . 
venues  shall  not  exceed  an  economical  administra- 
tion.   This  is  the  pledge  given  to  the  tax-payer: 
that  the  Government  will  not  extort  from  him;  that 
it  shall  not  have  unlimited  control  over  the  earn- 
ings of  industry;  that  it  will  not  require  any  more 
taxes  from  him  than  what  are  necessary  for  an  eco- 
nomics I  Governmen t.    That  is  w hat  I  conceive  the 
most  valuable  in  thi*  aet — the  declaration  of  the 
policy — the  establishment  of  a  principle  by  the  Go- 
vernment which  has  been  sanctioned  here,  and  apj 
proved  by  the  constituency.    I  said,  sir,  that  the 
declared  policy  of  this  Government  was,  that  the 
expenditures  for  the  acknowledged  constitutional 
purposes  of  the  Government,  should  be  limited  to 
the  smallest  possible  amount  consistent  with  the 
public  service.    Here,  sir,  permit  me  to  in  vile  vow 
consideration  to  the  depesite  act  of  1836    There 
you  see,  sir,  that,  while  the  other  nations  ot  the 
globe  were  scheming  and  planning  to  impose  the 
utmost  farthing  of  taxation  that  human  indostry 
could  endure,  to  sustain  large  standing  armies,  su- 
perb systems  of  fortifications,  magnificent  naval 
forces,  and  the  splendor  and  idleness  of  privileged 
orders;  this  Government  we  see  planning  to  retara 
back  to  the  people,  by  constitutional  means,  money 
collected  by  the  Government,  that  was  not  needed 
for  an  economical  and  constitutional  expenditure, 
And  we  there  see,  by  this  act,  that,  instead  of  mak- 
ing large  and  extravagant    expenditures  for  ac- 
knowledged constitutional  purposes,   the  snrplaa 
revenue  was  ordered  to    be  deposited  with  the 
Stales,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  people,  until 
required  for  the  public  service,  or  the  defence  of 
the  country.    That  economy,  which  was  deemed 
one  of  the'ehief  virtues  in  a  Republic,  mishr  not  be 
perilled;  that  great  patronage  in  any  one  of  tat  • 
departments,  which  is  dreaded  as  one  of  its  chief 
vices,  might  not  be  here  fostered  by  the  expendi- 
tures of  large  sums  of  money  for  the  public  ser- 
vice; and  that  the  burdens  of  Government  might 
rest  lightly  on  the  citizen,  it  was  deemed  wise  po- 
licy to  deposite  this  money  wi+h  the  States,  nnrilit 
should  be  required  for  the  defence  and  service  of 
the  Government. 

Am  I  not  right,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  saying 
that  lhe  declared  policy  of  this  Government  con- 
sisted, in  an  eminent  degree,  in  a  rewnue  for  aa 
economical  Administration — in  an  cXpeadilsre, 
limited  to  the  smallest  amount  consistent  with  the 
public  interest? 

All  gentlemen  here  say  that  these  acts,  which 
have  given  peace  to  the  country,  and  satisfaction 
to  the  people,  should  remain  undisturbed— that 
they  should  be  held  inviolable.  I  have  heard  no 
one  on  this  floor  say  he  would  disturb  the  one  ad, 
by  asking  for  protective  duties;  nor  the  other,  by 
asking  that  the  revenue  deposited  with  /he  Sates 
be  demanded,  and  required  to  be  returned.  Bat 
gentlemen  here  strive  secretly  to  undermine  this 
policy,  by  asking  that  the  proceeds  of  (be  sales  of 
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the  public  lands  may  be  divided  among  the  State?; 
and  that  the  revenue  may  be  increased,  to  make  up 
the  deficit  which  would  be  caused  by  this  distribu- 
tion; going  to  work  to  figure  the  country  in  debt, 
in  opposition  to  the  statement  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  asking  more  revenue  to  meet 
the  emergency.  And  they  tell  us  that,  under  the 
"niggardly  poKey"  of  the  past  and  present  Admi- 
nistrations, the  army  and  nary,  and  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  country,  have  been  neglected;  and  de- 
mand more  revenue  to  build  up  these  interests,  and 
to  meet  the  desired  increase  of  the  public  expendi- 
tures for  them. 

Mr.  Chairman,  has  the  public  service  been  thus 
neglected?  Is  not  our  navy  now  sufficient  to 
protect  our  commerce  in  every  sea  on  which  it 
floats!  Have  not  liberal  appropriations  been  made 
to  improve  our  fortifications?  And  have  not 
our  army,  and  its  interests,  been  as  well  observed, 
as  was  required  by  the  policy  of  our  institutions? 
which  does  not  regard  a  large  standing  army  as  the 
safest  means  of  protection;  but  a  well  organized 
mililia,  as  the  proper  constitutional  bulwark  of  pub- 
lic liberty. 

Here,  sir,  is  a  letter  in  reply  to  one  which  I  ad- 
dressed to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  propounding 
to  him  several  inquiries  in  relation  to  the  naval  ser- 
vice: 

Navy  Ds^astmbht. 

February  4, 1811. 

8m:  1  save  the  honor  -to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
latter  of  the  9d  inetant,  enclosing  a  eerlee  of  queries  addressed 
to  this  department,  and  requesting  as  full  an  answer  as  possible 
at  the  eariist  period  convenient. 

Answers  to  the  three  first  queries  have  been  prepared,  and 
are  herewith  enclosed.  The  information  required  in  the  others 
will  occupy  much  time  in  its  preparation,  and  will  be  given  in 
subtance  in  reply  to  a  call  of  the  Senate.  The  papers  containing 
h  are  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Navy  Commissioners;  and  their 
whole  force  is  now  employed  in  compiling  the  document  or- 
dered by  the  Senate, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  your  obedient  servant, 
#  J.  K.  PAULDING. 

Bon.  Lawn  Stssrboo, 

House  of  Rsprssantadves. 

A  part  of  the  information  enclosed  in  the  letter 
of  the  Secretary,  is  as  follows: 
Statement  of  the  naval  force  in  commimon,  with  the 

number  of  men  in  active  tervice  in  1939  and 

1841. 

humser  aiid  rati  op  snrps  ra  1899. 
One  ship  of  the  line       -  -  74  guns. 

Three  frigates,  first  claw  -  -  44  guns. 

Nine  sloops,  second  class  -  -  18  guns. 

NUMBER  AND  RATE  OF  SHIPS  IN  1.841. 

One  ship  of  the  line  -  74  guns. 

Three  frigates,  first  class  -  -  44  guns. 

Two  frigates,  second  class  -  -  36  guns. 

Bight  sloops,  first  class  -  -  -  90  guns. 

Five  sloops,  third  class  -  -  -  16  guns. 

Three  brigs        -  -  -  -  10  guns. 

Six  schooners. 
Tne  number  of  men  in  active  service  in  1899 

was  '    -  -  -   3,875 

The  number  of  men  in  active  service  in 

1841  is"  -  -  -  6.000 

This  statement  exhibits  the  increase  of  our  ves- 
sels and  naval  force;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
in  his  last  annual  report,  says:  "  Neither  the  per- 
sons nor  property  of  our  citizens  have  any  where 
suffered  outrage  or  wrong  for  the  want  of  due  at- 
tention in  affording  the  means  of  protection  and  re- 
dress." 

Within  the  period  referred  to  above,  the  ap- 
prentice sy&tem  has  been  introduced  into  the  navy; 
which,  we  are  told,  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary, 
"continues  in  operation,  and  thus  far  its  results 
are  highly  satisfactory.  The  conduct  of  the  young 
lads  is  generally  exemplary;  and  such  is  their 
rapid  progress  in  the  art  of  seamanship,  that,  by  the 
time  they  are  of  age  for  sea-service,  our  command- 
ers generally  prefer  them  to  older  seamen.  I  take 
this  occasion,"  he  says,  "to  recommend  that  this 
system  be  fostered  to  the  utmost  extent  of  which  it 
is  susceptible,  being  fully  of  opinion  that  it  presents 
one  great  means  of  partially,  at  least,  remedying 
thit  increasing  scarcity  of  competent  petty  officers 
and  able  seamen,  which  greatly  embarrasses  the 
operations  of  the  navy,  delays  the  sailing  of  our 
public  vessels,"  Ac.  The  marine  corps  has  been 
increased,  under  the  act  of  1834,  from  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  privates  to  one  thousand;  besides 
many  commissioned  and  non-commissUned  offi- 


cers; and  the  pay  of  the  navy  has  also  been  in- 
creased. 

In  addition  to  this,  great  expenditures  have  been 
made  for  the  improvement  of  the  navy -yards,  dry- 
docks,  wharves,  buildings,  machines,  shops,  ship- 
houses,  materials,  and  naval  stores. 

I  have  here  a  statement,  showing  the  increase  of 
the  army  within  the  period  heretofore  referred  to; 
from  which  it  will  be  seen,  I  think,  that  this  branch 
of  the  public  service  has  not  been  neglected. 

STATEMENT 

Showing  the  increase  of  the  army  by  the  acts  of  1833, 

1836,  and  1838. 
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"With  regard  to  the  second  inquiry,  vis:  <Has  there  been  any 
increase  in  the  several  kinds  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 
since  18291'  I  would  state  thai  there  has  certainly  been  a  great 
increase  since  that  period,  the  annual  appropriation  devoted  to 
that  object  having  always  been  expended.  To  furnish  a  detailed 
statement  of  each  item  which  has  been  increased,  would  require 
a  long  lime  to  prepare,  and  would  make  a  document  too  volu- 
minous to  be  of  material  use  to  the  interrogator.  I  therefore 
beg  leave  to  refer,  for  a  detailed  statement  under  that  bead,  to 
tables  C  and  G,  which  accompany  ths  annual  report  of  this  De- 
partment each  each  year  to  Congress,  with  the  exception  of  the 
year  1840,  where  the  papers  B  and  C  famish  the  earns  informs- 
Uon. 

"With  regard  to  the  last  inquiry,  vfe:  'Has  there  been  Issued 
to  the  States,  for  arming,  Ac.  of  the  militia,  since  18B9,  the  esti- 
mated amount  under  the  law  of  1808)'  I  have  to  state,  that  the 


2.  By  a  law  of  March  2d,  1833,  the  army  was  increased  by  9 
officers  and  66  privates;  but  not  being  embraced  in  the  call,  no 
mention  thereof  is  made  in  the  tabular  statement.  This  In- 
crease, and  the  battalion  of  mounted  rangers,  constitute  the  pre- 
sent 1st  regiment  of  dragoons. 

3.  Six  assistants  adjutant  general,  eight  additional  assistant 
quartsrmisters,  and  four  additional  commissaries,  were  autho- 
rised by  the  act  of  July  6th,  1838;  but  being  of  the  line,  and  not 
increasing  the  aggregate  of  officers,  no  account  is  taken  of  them 
in  the  table. 

4.  Chaplains,  not  to  exceed  twenty  in  number,  and  wagon- 
masters,  not  exceeding  twenty  In  number,  were  also  authorized 
by  the  law  of  July  6, 1838.  ..    _ 

L.  THOMAS,  Asst.AdJt.Gen. 
Adjutant  Gsmbral'b  Ovpiob, 

Washington,  Feb.  2, 1841. 
In  addition  to  this  statement,  permit  me  here  to 
read  an  extract  of  a  Tetter  from  G.  Bomford,  Colo- 
net  of  Ordnance,  in  reply  to  some  inquiries  pnt  by 
me  to  the  Secretary  of  War: 


to  the  returns  made  by  the  proper  officers  to  the  Adjutant  Ge- 
neral, as  required  by  law.  These  distributions  havs  generally 
been  made  within  the  year,  except  in  cases  where  the  States  in. 
terested  chose  to  let  the  arms  accumulate  for  a  longer  period/* 
To  this  may  be  added  #1,572,585  10,  which  has 
been  appropriated  for  the  improvement  of  the  two 
armories,  fourteen  arsenals,  and  one  depot,  exist- 
isiing  in  the  year  1829,  and  subsequently  to  that 
period;  since  which  period ,  there  has  been  ex- 
pended, in  constructing  six  new  arsenals  and  one 
depot,  f  658,375  31.  There  has  been  expended  on 
the  fortifications  on  the  Atlantic  and  lake  shores, 
finished  and  under  construction,  from  the  4th  of 
March,  1829,  to  the  1st  of  February,  1841, 
48,014,342  24. 

While  1  am  free  to  confess  that  the   appropria- 
tions for  these  great  interests  have  not  been  exor- 
bitant,! maintain  that  they  had  not  been  "niggard- 
ly ;"  but  have  been  such  as  accord  with  the  policy 
'  of  our  institutions. 

If  it  be  the  policy  of  England  to  have  one  hundred 
and  twenty  ships  of  the  line,  one  hundred  and  thir- 
teen frigates,  fifty-eight  steamers  of  war,  and  two 
hundred  and  eighty-stven  sloop?,  her  immense 
standing  armies,  ber  superb  fortifications,  her  num* 
berless  foundries,  armories,  and  garrisons,  and  her 
standing  police— more  than  sufficient  to  do  battle 
to  all  Europe;  to  keep  in  subordination  the  citizens, 
under  the  burdens  imposed  to  support  this  magni- 
ficent policy — our  policy  has  been,  in  time  of 
peace,  to  impose  light  burdens  on  the  citizen;  to 
foster  our  national  resources;  and  should  war  come, 
every  citizen  will  pour  out  his  humble  store,and  eve- 
ry State  its  might,  for  the  protection  and  defence  of 
the  country  thai  has  been  so  lenient  in  its  burdens, 
and  so  economical  in  its  guardainship  of  the  public 
good. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman,1  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Graves,}  who  addressed  the  committee  on  )ast 
evening,  bas  charged  that  the  number  of  officers 
and  the  patronage  of  the  Government  have  greatly 
increased  under  the  past  and  prcent  Administra- 
tions, under  the  policy  which  I  have  been  endea- 
voring to  sustain. 

It  is  the  duty  imposed  upon  the  President,  to  see 
the  laws  faithfully  executed.  The  framers  of  the 
Constitution  deemed  it  wise  to  confer  on  him  this 
authority.  But  he  cannot  nominate  or  appoint 
any  officer,  nor  create  any  office,  that  is  not 
authorized  by  the  Constitution,  or  by  laws  made 
in  conformity  with  it.  And  as  the  great  principles 
of  this  Rpublic  become  developed,  as  our  commer- 
cial and  agricultural  interests  extend,  as  our 
population  advances,  as  our  immense  and 
boundless  domain  passes  from  the  Government 
into  the  possession  of  the  citizen,  as  our 
innumerable  rivers  and  lakes  become  covered 
with  the  living  throng  in  the  engagements 
of  trade  and  commerce,  as  State  after  State 
is  added  to  this  Republic  of  Republics,  when  all 
here  is  prospering  and  advancing,  the  power, 
patronage,  and  officers  of  this  Government 
most  increase,  must  go  on,  most  advance. 
The  immense  number  of  acres  of  public 
lands,  which  this  Government  has  thrown 
into  market,  requires  officers  to  survey  and  dis- 
pose of  them;  your  revenue  laws  require  ports  of 
entry,  and  officers  to  prevent  smuggling  and  to  en- 
force the  revenue  laws.  Since  the  year  1829, 
there  have  been  erected  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  light  houses  and  beacons,  and  four  monu- 
ments. These  require  keepers,  superintendents, 
and  other  officers.  The  extension  of  the  judiciary 
to  the  nejtv  States,  and  over  the  increasing  popula- 
tion of  oor  territory,  has  increased  the  number  of 
judges,  marshals,  and  other  officers  of  the  courts. 
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The  branch  mints,  too,  which  have  been  establish- 
ed  to  coin  money,  and  to  famish  the  country  with 
a  constitutional  currency,  require  superintendents, 
and  other  officers  to  conduct  them.  In  carrying 
oot  various  treaties  and  engagements  with  the  In- 
dians, agents  of  the  Government  were  necessarily 
required  and  employed.  We  have  now  forty  ton r 
thousand  pensioners,  to  whom  this  Government 
will  pay,  this  year,  two  millions  forty-eight  thou- 
sand and  sixty-three  dollars.  To  perform  iheee 
duties,  offices  are  created  and  agents  are  appointed 
by  the  Government.  The  post  routes  now  covered 
by  mail  service,  as  near  as  cal  be  ascertained  by 
the  Postmaster  Genera),  amount  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  miles;  and  the  annual  transportation  on  them 
is  about  thirty- six  million  three  hundred  and  seven- 
ty thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  miles. 
This  extension  of  the  mail  routes  to  almost  every 
section  of  the  country  has  required  the  increase  of 
the  post  offices,  since  1839,  from  7,651  to  13,638. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Gravis] 
should  recollect,  that,  while  this  policy  of  our  in- 
stitutions has  been  sustained,  it  has  not  been  by 
imposing  additional  taxes  on  the  people;  but  under  | 
reduced  duties,  and  a  system  of  economy  which 
has  extinguished  a  debt  of  fifty  eight  millions  of 
dollars,  and  returned  back  to  the  people,  by  de- 
positing with  the  States,  twenty-eight  millions  of 
dollars. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Adjms]  told  us,  a  few  days  since,  when 
addressing  the  committee  on  another  bill,  then 
vnder  consideration,  that  the  late  electioa  had 
proven  that  (he  people  were  not' satisfied  with  the  j 
present  Administration,  and  that  he  himself  ton  not  , 
•sdisjied  with  it.  And  is  this  to  be  the  reason  for 
changing  the  past  policy  of  the  country?  for  legis- 
lating into  existence  all  those  bastard  and  dange- 
rous principles  forbidden  by  our  Constitution, 
and  condemned  by  our  Revolutionary  fathers  in 
framing  our  free  and  equal  institutions?  Is  this 
Government  no*  to  commence  its  municipal  and 
local  legislation,  encroaching  on  the  province 
of  the  States;  and  have  ascribed  and  conferred 
upon  it  the  same  powers  over  the  fortunes  of  the 
citinen,  that  it  has  over  the  general  concerns  of  the 
States  and  the  foreign  relations  of  the  nation?  Is 
the  Constitution  to  be  ^legislated  away,  to  adminis- 
ter to  that  spirit  of  gam  that  thirsts  for  place,  and 
for  that  desired  favoritism  in  legislation,  with 
which  the  public  mind  was  imbued  during  the  last 
Presidential  canvass,  that  then  seemed  resolved  en 
oversweepiog  public  justice,  public  liberty,  and  the 
limits  of  the  Constitution? 

The  propositions  I  haye  here  heard  advanced 
and  sustained  by  the  members  of  that  great  par- 
ty which,  in  the  last  Presidential  canvass,  was  tri- 
umphant, are  portentous  of  this,  and  will  be  alarm- 
ing to  the  friends  of  the  Constitution. 

What,  then,  are  they?  The  propositions  to  in- 
crease the  revenues  on  certain  articles.  For  what? 
Necessary  revenue?  No.  For  protection?  No. 
To  take  off  a  corresponding  duty  on  the  necessa- 
ries of  life?  No.  But  to  supply  the  deficit  in  the 
Treasury,  which  would  be  caused  by  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
'among  th» States.  This  is  what  was  stated  by  a 
gentleman  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  [Mr; 
wxmsTsa,]  who  is  soon  to  take  his  seat  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  new  cabinet.  Thus  the  taxing  power  ia  to 
employed  to  extort  revenue  from  the  citizen, 
to  enable  this  Government  to  be  a  bountiful 
alms-giver  to  the  States.  But  not  only  the  tax- 
ing power  is  thus  to  be  employed,  but  the  mo- 
ney power  is  to  be  seized  upon;  not  to  coin 
money,  and  regulate  the  value  of  foreign  coin 
—no,  sir;  but  we  are  asked  to  strike  down  your 
branch  mints,  by  withholding  the  appropriations 
necessary  to  sustain  them.  And  thus  are  we  to 
have  the*  paper  system  permanently  fixed  on  this 
country,  by  the  creation  of  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  shall  be  the  fiscal  agent  of  this  Go- 
vernment, and  have  the  use  of  our  revenues  to 
bank  upon;  shall  have  its  note*  receivable  and  paid 
oot  for  all  public  dues;  shall  bare  its  paper  the  ex- 
changeable measure  of  value  of  the  property  and  the 
labor  of  the  entire  country:  and  this  power,  too,  is 
to  be  exercised  by  this  Government.  k  Bat,  sir,  it  js 


not  only  the  taxing  power  of  this  Government,  and 
the  money  power  that  ate  to  be  employed,  bat  the 
appointing  power  of  the  Executive  is  to  bring  the 
citizen  in  more  humiliating  subjection  to  the  pow- 
ers of  this  Government.  Yes,  sir,  we  have  been, 
told  by  a  distinguished  gentleman,  one  of  authority 
in  the  land,  that  all  the  officers  of  the  Government 
who  are  the  friends,  the  partisans,  if  you  please,  of 
Mr.  Van  Bursa,  are  to  be  displaced,  and  the  parti- 
sans of  General  William  Henry  Harrison  appoint- 
ed in  their  places.  Sir,  these  strong  powers  were 
conferred  upon  this  Government  by  the  friends  of 
liberty  with  great  reluctance;  and  this  threatened 
abuse  of  them  will  alarm  the  people  for  the  public 
safety,  and  the  security  of  the  citizen.  It  must 
humble  the  State  Governments,  by  invading  their 
power;  destroy  the  cons'itutional  guard  of  the  citi- 
zen, by  rendering  him  dependent  on  the  caprice  of 
authority;  and  peril  the  public  liberty,  by  the  in- 
fraction of  its  only  security— a  written  Constitution; 
and  build  up  here  a  great  central  power,  a  consoli- 
dated Government,  that  must  ultimately  settle 
down  into  a  despotism. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  opposed  the  coming  in  of  this 
Administration  with  all  my  poor,  but  best  exer- 
tions, at  the  sacrifice  of  my  health,  and  at  the 
peril  of  my  life.  I  feared  the  overthrow  of  the 
past  policy  of  the  Government,  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  principles  alien  to  our  institutions  and  disas- 
trous to  the  country.  This  was  the  cause  of  the 
extent  of  my  opposition  to  General  Harrison.  I 
hope,  sir,  that  these  apprehensions  may  not  be  re- 
alized. I  sincerely  hope  that  he  may  so  demean 
himself  in  his  high  office  as  to  prove  himself  enti- 
tled to  the  confidence  of  this  great,  free,  and  gallant 
people.  I  hope  he  will  call  around  him  able  and 
patriotic  advisers — men  in  whom  the  people  con- 
fide, and  whose  lives  abound  with  testimony  of 
fidelity  to  the  country.  I  hope  that  he  will  admin- 
ister thet  Government  as  one  with  limited  and  speci- 
fied powers,  as  one  whose  institutions  are  free  and 
equal,  and  as  one  whose  burdons  should  be  just  and 
light  Then,  sir,  all  the  friends  of  the  conn  try —all 
good  men— will  gather  round  him,  and  support  him; 
and  History  will  record  his  name  on  her  impartial 
page  with  her  favorite  sons.  Bat  if  he  should  not 
do  this,  and  select  as  his  chief  advfter  one  who  is 
suspected  by  many  cf  being  opposed  to  the  in- 
terest* and  liberties  of  this  people;  one  who,  in  a 
dark  hour  of  the  country,  when  our  free  institu- 
tions were  in  peril,  and  a  merciless  foe  were  within 
our  borders,  sacking  our  towns,  pillaging  our  coun- 
try, murdering  our  people— one  who,  in  a  season 
like  this,  refused  to  vote  protection  to  the  people 
and  defence  to  the  country;— if  he  should  do  this, 
and  administer  the  Government  on  those  principles 
which  will  encroach  on  the  rights  of  the  great- 
masses,  bearing  heavily  and  burdensome  on  the 
peopl",  then,  I  say  still,  for  one,  in  honor  to  the 
people,  in  deference  to  one  they  have  honored,  and 
in  clemency  to  the  infirmities  of  age,  spare  him; 
but  banish,  banish  bis  advisers  for  ever  from  place 
and  public  confidence. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  COOPER, 

OF  GEORGIA. 

In  the  House  of  Reprtsentotwet,  February,  1841— In 
reply  to  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Nkbet.] 

Mi.  COOPER  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Cbaibman:  I  feel  a  liule  surprised  that  my 
colleague,  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  should  have 
risen  with  a  fixed  and  deliberate  purpose  to  inflict 
what  be  supposed  would  amount  to  a  chastisement 
on  me;  that  this  should  have  resulted  from  a  candM 
and  sincere  effort  t J  do  my  duty,  by  repelling  the 
slanderous  attack  of  a  member  from  Ohio,  upon 
our  common  continents  and  their  domestic  affairs, 
in  which  1  made  no  allusion  to  my  colleague  with- 
out a  proper  explanation.  He  has  spoken  at  length, 
and  with  more  warmth,  than  he  is  wont  to  do.  He 
evidently  designed  to  be  severe  to  the  utmost  of  bis 
ability.  To  arail  himself  of  the  advantage  of  his 
position,  for  the  exertion  of  bis  utmost  power,  he 
has  not  hesitated  to  contrast  himself  and  his  po- 
sition with  mine.  He  has  referred  to  the  results 
of  the  recent  election  in  our  State,  with  a  manifest 
air  of  triumph.  He  has  not  scrupled  to  define  and 
designate  what  ha  conceived  to  be  my  purposes. 


He  has  assigned  to  me  a  purpose  and  an  object 
disclaimed  by  me  when  I  spoke  a  few  days  ago; 
which  disclaimer  was  accompanied  with  a  refer* 
ence  to  his  private  knowledge  of  my  views  of  which 
he  could  not  be  dispossessed.  I  have  not  mison- 
derstood  him.  His  manner,  his  matter,  and  bis 
words,  establish  what  I  *&j.  He  said  my  posi- 
tion and  bis  were  the  antagonist  of  each  other; 
that  I  was  seeking  to  wield  public  opinion  against 
him;  that  I  was  preparing  the  people  of  Georgia  to 
believe,  that  the  Whigs  of  that  State  were  advocating 
a  tariff;  that  I  was  seeking  to  put  myself  up,  and  him 
and  his  party  down.  He  claimed  for  himself  by  con- 
trast, an  ardent  zeal,  in  a  statesmanlike  manner,  to 
promote  the  Southern  interests.  He  says  that  bis  col- 
leagues (meaning,  I  suppose,  those  to  whom  be  di- 
rected his  reply,  Alpord,  Black,  and  myself)  shall 
not  claim  to  be  the  exclusive  friends  of  the  Bouts; 
that  I  assume  to  school  him— /,  against  whom  tat 
voice  of  condemnation  had  gone  out,  who  have 
been  disbelieved  by  the  people,  and  who,  he  says, 
will  be  disbelieved  again.  Finally  be  said,  ia  re- 
gard to  Southern  interest,  there  is  a  power  ia «« 
north  of  the  Potomac,  on  which  he  will  throw  him- 
self for  aid;  and  whenever  that  power  ihouldmani* 
fest  a  disposition  to  meet  him,  he  would  not  stand 
off  on  the  rigid  rules  of  party,  and  refuse  to  co-ope- 
rate, but  would  meet  them  en  common  ground. 

I  ought  to  feel  bumbled,  air,  in  presence  of  my 
colleague,  and,  in  spite  of  hie  physical  dimeasieas, 
I  should  realize  the  necessity  of*  looking  up  whet 
I  would  behold  him;  but  the  considerations  which 
have  elevated  him  would  place  me  lower  that  I 
now  am.  He  has  procured  that  elevation  by  an 
abandonment  of  bis  policy;  /  have  Post  U  by  a  re- 
fusal to  do  the  Kke.  The  same  power  that  elevated 
aim  refused  it  to  mtf  because  T  could  not,  like  him- 
self, compromise  my  opinions.  He  .must  feel  the 
consciousness  of  versatility,  and  for  that  rea- 
son must  think  tot  of  himself  as  be  ascends;  whilst 
/never  knew  what  it  was,  and  hence  am  not  re- 
quired to  think  any  wor*e  of  myself*  whatever  year 
elevation  may  be.'  You  are  never  so  low  at  warn 
you  have  lost  confidence  in  yourself. 

In  this  attempt  to  elevate  himself  by  loweneg 
me,  my  colleague  is  not  entitled  to  the  credit  of 
originality,  since  the  committee  now  know  ao  more 
of  my  discredit  than  it  learned  from  me  when  I 
last  spoke.  I  was  more  happy  in  the  voluntary  ad- 
mission than  he  esrrbe  in  the  charge. 

In  conceding  Jo  him  the  advantage  of  position, 
I  have  reference  only  to  that  accidental  pronotisa 
which,  with  all  a  man's  merit,  often  happens  w 
him  by  force  of  circumstances,  which  he  has  sit 
little  merit  in  controlling,  and  which,  for  that  rea- 
son, in  the  present  ease,  may  very  soon  place  my 
colleague  a  little  below  the  level  of  his  starting 
point.  That  he  won  the  prize,  is  true;  but,  in  win- 
ning it,  be  lost  that,  which  to  me  is  of  greater  va- 
lue, and  therefore  not  to  be  parted  with, 

He  says,  I  have  endeavored  to  "wield  pihjm 
sentiment."  How  small  this  seems  te  me!  That 
/should  wish  to  wield  publio  opinion.  Would  aw 
colleague  do  me  injustice?  By  no  means.  Why 
then  make  this  charge!  Why  can't  he  wiawaW 
me?  Why  not  comprehend  my  movements!  He 
has  had  the  fairest  opportunity  to  know  me  tho- 
roughly. We  were  schooled  together— hart  dt* 
scended  from  a  common  ancestor.  My  life  is  tH 
before  him,  in  whatever  atation  I  have  acted.  He 
know*  it  all.  Why  then  has  henotperceifedtta 
very  Utile  respect  1  have  ever  paid  to  that  "mM*  ' 
opinion,"  which  can  be  wielded  by  *nym**1  WJJ 
has  he  omitted  to  observe,  I  have  ever  maintaiaej 
that  the  only  legitimate  or  reputable  agents,  »«■ 
which  to  control  or  'wield  public  opinion,  •»«* 
facto  as  they  exist,  and  the  principles  of  rigU  tM 
wrong  applicable  to  them?  Why  fail  to  remark} 
what  every  act  of  my  life  shows,  that  I  baveiet 
only  been  unwilling  that  it  should  be  wielded  b| 
myself  or  others  on  any  plan  than  this;  bat  haw 
refused  to  accept  the  benefits  of  a  change  indoead 
by  other  means?  - 

But,  he  says,  I  am  seeking  to  wield  it  "fir  w 
purpose  of  eltvoLvng  myself  and  putting  him  sad  W 
porfyrfoion,"  This  is  still  more  remarksble.  »» 
unauthorized  and  unjust.  If  he  and  his  party  V* 
what  they  have  been,"  I  could  not  put  t«xm  dovt 
without  going  down  with  them.  v  I  have  nreferxM 
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to  act  them  up,  though  1  might  remain  down.  I 
would  not  have  them  op  for  any  purpose  not  avow- 
ed in  1833,  when  ihey  orgaoizjd.  I  coo  Id  not 
wish  them  down,  therefore,  except  to  establish  iheir 
own  views  and  policy.  This,  sir,  is  what  certain 
pmeticxbU  gentlemen  are  pleased  to  call  an  "ab- 
sjraeMonJ'  which  renders  me  impracticable.  Never- 
theless it  is  with  me  a  pleasing  "abstractim" — one 
that  I  cheti&h  as  1  love  traih  and  rectitude. 

tot  this  colleague  of  mine  down?  No,  sir.  He 
is  bone  of  my  bene  and  flesh  of  my  fle*h.  Fur 
that,  and  other  reasons,  I  do  not  wish  to  see  him 
prostrate.  His  errors  I  would  gladly  put  down  in 
him,  not  through  him.  I  fee]  too  much  interest  in 
hint,  to  see  him  made  the  instrument  of  effecting 
mhchief :  hence  the  freedom,  the  candor  and  fideli- 
ty I  have  always  exercised  towards  aim,  above  all 
others. 

He  says  I  endeavor  to  prepare  the  people  of 
Georgia  to  believe  that  he  and  bis  party  are  advo- 
cating a  tariff.  In  this  he  has  made  a  mistake. 
He  mast  allade  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 

[Mr.  Wise,]  and  two  other  of  his  col  leagues, 
Messrs.  Black  and  Alpobd,]  each  of  whom  di- 
rectly charged  him  and  certain  others  from  the 
Sooth,  who  spoke  with  him  en  certain  questions, 
with  yielding  to  tariff  influences,  and  of  indirectly 
supporting  a  protective  principle.  Why  does  my 
colleague  forego  the  reply  to  those  .gentlemen,  (two 
of  whom  are  still  in  his  own  party  alinement,)  to 
make  a  thrust  at  m?  ?  I  have  made  no  allusion  to 
the  subject,  being  absent  during  that-  debate.  But 
having  seen  my  colleague's  speech,  I  take  cc- 
.  easion  here  to  say,  that  the  sentiments  it  eon* 
tains,  connected  with  what  is  doing  and  say- 
ing here,  satisfy  me  that  the  charge  made 
by  those  gentlemen  is  not  without  foundation. 
I  regret  that  he  made  that  speech.  It  shows 
too  great  indifference  to  the  protective  principle.  In 
it  he  said  just  what  the  friends  of  protection  wanted 
H*t<o  say.  To  make  it  safe  for  him  to  say  thw, 
they  venture  to  aver  that  they  no  lon.er  wish  a  high 
protective  tariff.  H-reis  the  common  ground  of 
onion;  and  when  Southern  members  shall  have 
gone  thus  far  to  meet  the  "power  in  esse  north  of 
tee  Paiemee,"  another  compromise  will  be  neces- 
sary to  distinguish  between  a  high  and  a  tow  pro- 
tective tariff,  and  to  enable  Southern  members  who 
have  taken  this  "power  in  esse"  for  their  "avxiUr 
erg"  to  persuade  the  people  at  home,  that  a  high 
protective  tariff  is  within  the  compromise. 

Again,  sir.  that  spaed*  shows  two  great  indiffe- 
rence to  the  views  of  a  .very  large  portion  of  that 
party  in  Georgia  to  which  I  belonged,  and  still  be- 
long,  if  there  be  one  such,  called  the  State  Rights 
party.  1  know  there  is  none  such,  however,  since 
It  has  dissolved.  From  Fiiat  river  to  the  western 
border  of  Georgia,  almost  every  man  of  that  order 
agrees  with  me,  and  differs  from  my  colleague  in 
this:  they  make  no  distinction  between  the  doctrine 
of  State  Rights  and  Nullification,  and  do  not  expect 
him  to  claim  the  "exclusive"  title  of  State  Rights 
representative,  and  rise  here  to  disparage  theNulli- 
fiers:  they  are  identical.  By  his  speech  he  shows 
a  willingness  to  sink  those  principles,  for  the  mere 
gratification  of  disparaging  one  distinguished  name 
connected  with  their  history,  and  is  prepared  to  go 
out  of  his  way  to  strike  the  blow. 

But  who  does  my  colleague  mean  by  uhis  party?* 
Does  he  mean  the  Whig  party  here}  If  so,  I  do  charge, 
and  wonld  make  the  people  of  Georgia  believe, 
(and  ay  colleague  also,  if  I  were  not  sure  he 
knows  it,)  that  his  party  are  the  advocates  of  a 
protective  tariff,  and  the  only  party  that  does  advo- 
cate that  policy.  And  I  now  claim  the  right,  as  a 
constituent,  to  address  him,  and  tell  him  be  must 
abandon  all  the  policy  heretofore  supported  by  him 
and  myself,  or  quit  that  party.  I  cannot  too  muoh 
admire  the  very  upright  view  presented  by  the  ho- 
norable member  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Under- 
wood,] who  said  "it  is  useless  to  try  to  argue  when 
there  are  vital  differences  on  principle;  there  must 
be  a  split  or  a  yielding  of  principle.1'  Take  the 
around  of  the  gentleman  from  the  Norfolk  district, 
[Mr.  Mallobt;]  lay  down  your  cardinal  point?,  and 
-way  if  the  Harrison  party  oppose  these, I  op  pose  them; 
if  they  support  these,  1  support  them.  Then  my 
colleague  and  I  could  agree;  for,  if  the  Whig  party 
sustain  *&*  measures  proposed  by  that  gentleman, 


[Mr.  Mallory.]  I  am  wiling  to  go  with  them.  I 
know  my  col'eague  and  his  party  are  opposed  to  a 
protective  tariff;  but,  with  all  his  opposition  to  it, 
he  is  indirectly  sustaining  that  policy  by  promoting 
and  sustaining  in  power  the  only  party  who  advo- 
cate it.  He  surely  d«es.  this  knowingly.  How, 
then,  can  he  object  to  their  coarse,  or  to  them,  when1 
they  shall  enact  what  every  one  knows  to  be  their 
polic)? 

He  says  "I  have  attempted  to  school  him." 
How?  When  or  where?  Not  by  my  speeches- 
no' t  on  this  floor.  No,  sir;  that  can't  be  said.  It  is 
true,  that  since  1832,  he  and  I  have  been  political- 
ly intimate,  and  always  personally  so.  With  a 
freedom  and  candor  that  was  authorized  anddemand- 
eJ  by  our  relations,  I  have  placed  my  views,  and  the 
reasons  for  them,  before  him,  but  never  in  a  manner 
unkind  or  unbecoming  those  relations.  Being  of  the 
same  family,  I  had  a  strong  desire  to  see  him  at 
all  times  in  the  position  of  strength— one  that  I 
could  always  sustain.  Within  the  last  twelve 
months, however,  the  prospect  of  realizing  that  has 
vanished.  Ii  has  been  pat  oat  of  my  view  by  the 
exhibition  of  a  certain  pliable. material  in  him, 
which  caused  him  to  yield  certain  points  I  never 
expected  him  to  surrender.  Bat  1  have  not  at- 
tempted to  "school  him."  So  far  from  it,  1  made 
no  allusion/  to  bim  in  my  remarks  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giodinos  ]  It  seemed 
to  suit  his  purpose,  and  that  of  others,  to  convert 
it  into  a  "family  quarrel^  instead  of  joining  me 
and  my  colleagues  in  repelling  the  attack  of  the 
members  frpm  Ohio  and  Maine.  If  my  colleague 
had  joined  me  in  the  defence,  the  entire  forces  of 
the  assailants  would  have  showed  themselves,  from 
Ohio,  from  Maine,  from  Massachusetts,  from  New 
York,  Connrcticat,  Vermont,  and  elsewhere;  and 
we  all  should  have  had  enoug  i  to  do.  Instead  of 
that,  he  chose  to  conciliate  and  keep  down  the 
assailant  forces,  by  turning  upon  his  colleagues. 
In  a  rtiy  short  time,  his  colleagues  will  be  entitled 
to  their  discharge,  leaving  only  him  and  those  who 
agree  with  him  the  battle  field.  He  will  then  have 
full  scope  for  his  ■ teal  for  Northern  interests." 
And  we  shall  see  how  he  will  manage  to  silence 
the  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns;  and  after  taking  them 
to  his  bosom,  and  giving  them. the  vantage  ground, 
how  he  will  repel  their  attack.  We  shall  also  learn 
what  that  "auxiliary  in  ease  North  of  the  Potomac" 
will  avail  him. 

My  colleague  claims  the  peculiar  office  of  repre- 
sentieg  State  Rights  men.  We  know,  sir,  he  was 
sent  here  for  that  purpose;  but  wby  does  he  sit  si- 
lent on  this  floor,  opening  not  his  month,  whilst  a 
host,  with  bitterness  on  their  tongue,  in  the  ranks 
of  his  own  Whig  associates,  are  daily  abusing,  re- 
viling, and  scoffing  at  the  Nallifiers  and  their  doc- 
trines? Why  does  he  unite  with  them  and  travel 
out  of  his  way  to  ridicule  and  bring  into  disrepute 
what  he  and  others  call  "Southern  abstractions!" 
Why  does  he  attempt  to  blend,  confuse,  and  con- 
found the  principles  of  the  State -Rights  party  with 
those  of  the  Federal  party?  Wby  does  he  give  his 
sanction  to  the  profession  that  Federalism  is  a 
State  Rights  view  of  our  system?  If  this  be  repre- 
sentation, then  indeed  he  will  be  perfectly  in  order 
to  represent  anti-tariff  constituents  and  defend  a 
protective  tariff. 

He  says  he  is  a  "strict  constructionist,"  "a  Pha- 
risee of  the  Pharisees;"  and  yet,  to  make  himself 
practicable,  be  is  practically  yielding  all  construc- 
tion. To  avoid  being  called  "rigid,11  he  will  meet 
the  "power  in  esse  north  of  the  Potomac"  on  com- 
mon ground. 

What  does  he  mean  by  tbii  "power  in  esse  north 
of  the  Potomac?"  Will  he- designate  it  by  mea- 
sures, or  interests,  or  the  names  of  men?  It  is  in* 
eumbent  on  my  colleague  to  define  his  position.  It 
is  bis  error,  or  his  weakness,  that,  amidst  the  flow- 
ers of  rhetoric  and  the  charms  of  oratory,  he  he- 
comes  conspicuously  obscure. 

He  says  I  intimated  in  my  reply  to  the  member 
from  Ohio,  that  my  colleagues  were  missing.  In 
this  be  is  wholly  wrong.  Nothing  was  further 
from  what  I  did  and  said.  On  the  contrary,  I  gave 
evidence  of  their  presence,  by  turning  to  them  and 
asking  them  to  .bear  witness  to  the  grounds  taken 
by  the  members.  They  were  all  present,  and,  as  I 
thought,  they  prepared  to  repel  the  attack,  and  I 


doubt  not  would  have  done  so,  bat  for  an  appre* 
henston  that  it  might  make  the  battle  too  conspicu- 
ous. We  are  glad  they  yet  have  influence  enough 
by  entreaty  or  otherwise,  to  silence  a  part  of  the 
enemy's  artillery.  It  will  at  least  enable  those  of 
us  who  have  been  in  the  front  of  the  engagement, 
to  retire,  wounded,  as  we  are  by  oar  adversaries  in, 
front,  and  our  friends  in  the  rear.  We  hope  the 
post  of  honor  will  be  soon  assigned  to  our  colleague, 
and  that,  freed  from  the  annoyance  of  missiles  from 
a  friend  at  his  back,  he  may  have  the  glory  of  the 
vicory.  He  asks  you  "who  I  am?"  and  answers 
his  own  question  by  saying,  I  am  ,(one  against 
whom  the  voice  of  condemnation  is  gone  forth; 
that  my  constituents  have  not  believed  me,  and 
will  not  believe  me  again."  He  states  truly*  in 
pan,  but,  yon  have  been  told  before,  is  not  entitled 
to  the  credit  of  giving  you  the  first  information.  He 
*  would  notfcave  repealed  it,  but  to  purebase  to  him- 
self a  momentary  gratification,  which  being  abstain* 
ed  from,  would  have  done  his  .heart  and  his  head 
more  credit.  That  my  constituents  have  ant  be- 
lieved me  is  admitted,  bdt  for  that  they  are  not  to 
blame.  If  there  shall  be  a  loss,  it  is  theirs.  They 
are  in  pursuit  of  their  own  happiness,  and 
shoo  Id  pursue  it  in  their  ewn  way.  They 
should  effect  it  by  agents  of  their  own  ehooe-  * 
ing.  It  would  have  been  unwise  in  them 
to  have  attempted  to  effect  their  object  by  aa 
agent  who  differed  from  them  as  to  the  course  to 
be  adopted.  It  is  not  for  me  to  decide  whether  they 
have  acted  wisely  in  selecting  one  who  has  no  po- 
licy of  his  own  touching  their  happiness,  that  Jie 
may  not  yield,  for  the  honor  of  serving  them,  no 
opinions  which  he  holds  too  rigidly,  to  prevent  a 
meeting  between  him  and  his  "auxiliary  power  in 
esse  north  of  the  Potomac." 

Wheiber  they  "will  disbelieve"  me  or  not,  I  have 
never  stopped  to  inquire,  nor  do  I  now.  So  long  aa 
the  duties  of  a  station  assigned  to  me  by  them  re- 
quire me  to  declare  what  I  know,  and  testify  to 
what  I  see,  I  shall  not  ask  whether  I  shall  be  be* 
lieved.  It  is  my  j>art  to  state  truth— theirs  to  be- 
lieve or  disbelieve.  Neither  can  I.  ever  consent  to 
remodel  or  mystify  the  truth,  for  the  credit  of 
being' "believed.'' 

My  colleague  says,  "his  is  wholly  the  antagonist 
position  to  mine  in  politics."  I  am  only  surprised 
at  the  candid  avowal  on  this  floor.  If  he  bad  said 
it  twelve  months  ago,  my  surprise  wonld  have  pro* 
ceeded  from  another  cause.  But  how  is  it  we  are 
antagonists?  Is  it  in  reference  to  our  views  of  go- 
vern mem?  the  principles  of  Jefferson,  pat  forth  by 
our  party  in  1833?  1  apprehend  it  is;  and  I  hope 
he  will  deal  as  candidly  wiih  all  his  constituents  aa 
he  has  with  me.  I  still  hold  to  them,  and  act  on 
them.  N  hs  is  my  antagonist,  he  has  become  so  by 
an  abandonment  of  them  since  we  wtre  elected. 
When  we  eame  here  in  1839,  we  agreed  also  in 
measures.  If  we  note  differ,  he  has  changed.  Espe- 
cially did  we  agree  in  the  purpose  to  oppose  the 
Whig  party  and  their  measures,  Bank,  tariff,  inter* 
nal  improvement,  national  debt,  etc.  How  is  it  he 
now  is  my  antagonist  The  fact  that  he  chose 
Harrison,  and  I  Van  Buren,  did  not  make  us  so, 
since  by  the  former  he  expected  to  accomplish  the 
same  which  I  proposed  through  the  latter.  He 
was  told  before  making  that  declaration,  that  if 
the  Whig  Administration  policy  thonld  prove  what 
he  once  though',  and  what  a  State  Rights  Virginia 
member,  [Mr.  Mallort.]  a  Whig,  still  thought;  I, 
for  one,  should  sustain  it  as  freely  aa  I  had  Mr. 
Van  Bursa's.  This  difference,  therefore,  can  never 
make  us  antagonist*;  and  I  can  now  assure  him, 
that  if  he  is  sincere  in  bis  profession  of  "strict  con* 
stroction,"  the  State  Ruble  principles  of  »98,  in 
his  opposition  to  a  United  States  Bank,  protective 
tariff,  internal  improvements,  end  a  puhiiodebt  in 
lime  of  peace;  I  will  consent  not  to  yield  these  mea- 
sures and  principles,  either  to  be  "believed"  at  home 
or  to  conciliate  ,iapowerinetsenorth  of  the  Potomac.99 
He  will  find  it  impossible  to  be  antagonistical  to 
me,  unless  there  can  be  an  antagonist  who  is  not 
an  opponent. 

What  I  have  witnessed  at  this  pkee,  sir,  reminds 
me  forcibly  of  a  remaik  once  made  to  me  by  oae 
of  Georgia*  most  gifted  sous,  now  no  more— one 
who  was  eminently  distinguished  for  the  clearness 
of  his  conceptions,  the  brevity  and  force  of.  his 
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language  the  eloquence  of  his  manner,  the  power 
of  his  intellect,  tod  the  conclusiveness  of  bis  rea- 
soning—one who,  during  a  protracted  •  service 
here,  stood  conspicuous  for  his  zeal,  his  ardent  de- 
votion to,  and  consistent  sopport  of,  the  Republican 
policy:  I  mean  the  late  Thomas  W.  Cobb. 
.Speaking  of  this  city,  this  Government  and  their 
influences  daring  one  of  those  moments  of  freedom 
in  conversation,  when  he  was  wont  to  relax  into  a 
familiarity  of  expression,  peculiar  to  himself,  he 
concluded  by  saying:  "By  shot,  Mark,  we  send  Re* 
publicans  to  Washington,  and  they  come  back  Fe- 
deralists." 


DEFERRED  PROCEEDINGS. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Thursday,  February  25,  1841. 

The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Naval  Appropriation  B.ll,  Mr.  SALTON- 
STALL moved  to  strike  out  $1,425,000  and  insert 
#500,000  for  the  increase,  repair,  armament, 
etc  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  spoke  in  support  of  his 
motion  at  considerable  length.  The  appropriation 
reported  in  the  bill  was,  he  said,  wholly  insufficient 
for  the  demands  of  the  Department.  It  is  so,  said 
he,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners. 
That  appears  in  every  part  of  their  reports  to  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Navy.  The  estimates  presented 
to  Congress  were  not  the  result  of  their  own  judg- 
ments, founded  on  their  knowledge  and  experience, 
hot  were  cat  down  so  as  to  bring ,  them  wiMfa  « 
etrtetn  erneim*,  to  which  they  Wire  rtttritttd  This 
was  the  coarse  tue  last  year  at  well  as  this.  Tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  forms  tbe  best  con- 
jectural opinion  he  can  as  to  the  amount  of  revenue 
for  the  year.  This  is  reported  to  the  President, 
and  then  it  is  parcelled  out  among  the  different 
departments  and  branches  of  the  service.  The 
Board  say  expressly,  that  their  estimates  were 
made  "under  the  restriction  that  the  whole  estimate, 
exclusive  of  marines,  shall  not  exceed  $5,025,000." 
This  is  all  wrong,  said  Mr.  8.;  the  head  of  the 
Department,  with  tbe  aid  of  the  Commissioners, 
ought  to  stale  that  the  present  condition  of  that 
great  branch  of  our  Government,  the  Navy,  and 
the  amount  of  appropriation  required.  I  do  not 
say  that  their  opinion  should  be  conclusive.  There 
if  a  tendency  in  all  boards  of  officers  to  magnify 
tbe  importance  and  the  wants  of  their  respective 
departments.  But  they  should  make  the  estimates, 
in  the  first  instance,  and  these  should  be  submitted 
to  the  examination  of  the  President  or  the  Cabinet. 
Mr.  St  then  remarked  on  the  duties  of  the  Board, 
their  experience,  and  the  great  consideration  to 
which  their  opinions  are  entitled. 

Mr.  S.  then  referred  to  the  act  of  1840  which 
'  placed  under  one  head  appropriations  which  bad 
before  been  made  under  several,  and  referred  also 
to  the  repoit  of  the  Commissioners  to  show  that, 
after  deducting  from  the  amount  appropriated  in 
the  bill  the  sam  which  the  experience  of  twenty- 
five  years  had  proved  to  be*  necessary  "to  preserve 
a  value  in  vessels  and  stores  equal  to  the  original 
cost0'  the  sam  of  $100,000  only  will  Deleft  for  the 
increase  and  improvement  of  the  Navy. 

One  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  increase 
and  improvement  of  the  Navy !  Who  will  say 
that  this  is  sufficient)  It  is  a  pitiful  sum  for  the 
service  for  which  it  is  required.  Besides,  we  owe 
a  large  sum  to  the  Naval  appropriations.  We 
have  borrowed  from  the  appropiiation  for  the 
gradual  improvement  of  the  Navy,  which  was  to 
be  applied  to  other  purposes,  $670,000  for  the  two 
steam  vessels  now  nearly  completed.  This  ought 
to  be  restored;  this  House  did  restore  it  in  the  ap< 
propriation  bill  of  last  year,  but  it  was  struck  out 
in  the  Senate,  as  was  also  an  appropriation  for  be* 
ginning  a  third  steam  vessel,  on  account  of  the 
stats  of  the  Treasury.  They  applied  to  the  Naval 
bill  the  process  of  incision,  and  annexed  to  tbe 
Army  and  other  bills  the  extraordinary  proviso  sub- 
mitting to  Executive  discretion  a  large  portion  of 
the  appropriations. 

Mr.  S.  then  referred  to  the  acts  passed  from 
time  to  time,  by  which  at  least  $500,000  had  been 
annually  appropriated  for  the  increase  and  im- 


provement of  the  Navy  since  the  year  1816,  tbe 
last  of  which  expired  in  March,  1840  The  ap- 
propriation, said  he,  is  wholly  insufficient.  No 
one  can  read  the  documents  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment and  'have  a  doubt' about  it.  The  Commis- 
sioners tell  as  What  they  want  to  do  with  the  money; 
they  want  to  complete  the  two  steam  frigates  "if 
the  necessary  appropriation  is  made;*'  they  want 
to  build  a  third  steam  vessel  to  be  propelled  by 
Ericsson's  propeller  by  way  of  experiment,  and 
they  say  that  "they  were  prevented  from  including 
this  in  the  estimate*  for  1840  by  the  supposed  ne- 
cessity of  limiting  the  estimates  to  a  certain 
amount;"  they  want  to  complete  the  frigate  Con- 
gress, a  69  gun  ship,  on  a  new  model,  the  success 
of  which  it  is  important  to  try  before  bnilding 
other  vessels  of  the  same  class;  and  they  are  desi- 
rous of  replacing  the  Guerriere,  a  name  which  ex* 
cites  a  thrill  in  every  American  bosom,  as  it  is 
associated  with  oar  first  naval  battle  and  naval 
victory — a  name  which  ought  to  be  forever  pre- 
served in  our  Navy.  One  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars for  all  thisl  It  is  utterly  inadequate.  They 
must  either  stop  and  not  go  on  to  do  what  the 
good  of  the  country  requires,  or  they  must  draw 
the  funds  from  other  branches  of  the  service,  and 
of  course  throw  additional  burdens  on  the  next 
year.  Is  this  wise?  Are  we  reduced  so  low  as  to 
render  this  necessary? 

Mr  S.  then  spoke  of  the  importance  of  the  Navy; 
its  importance  was  admitted,  it  had  been  ever  since 
i he  last  war.  Time  had  been  when  the  Navy  had 
its  enemies,  but  it  had  long  since  passed.  It  had 
gained  universal  favor  by  its  gallant  conduct — by 
the  glory  it  had  acquired  for  itself  and  the  country. 
He  referred,  also,  to  what  other  nations  were  doing 
for  the  enlargement  of  their  navies,  their  steam- 
ships, Ac.  What  would  be  our  situation  (he 
asked)  in  case  of  sudden  war?— not  that  he  appre- 
hended it-  He  trusted  that  we  should  be  saved 
from  such  a  calamity.  Bat  now  was  the  time  to 
prepare  for  an  event  to  which  we  might  be  liable 
But  a  navy  (said  he)  is  not  required  for  war  alone. 
It  is  essential  for  the  protection  of  oor  vast  com- 
merce spread  over  the  globe.  Thai  was  one  of  tbe 
reasons  for  its  original  establishment.  Oor  Navy 
is  oar  best  representative  every  where,  and  our  best 
protection  from  insult  and  injury.  We  ought  to 
have  a  naval  force  in  every  sea,  where  other  mari- 
time nations  have  established  naval  stations. 

Mr.  S.  then  adverted  to  the  late  seizures  of 
vessels  belonging  to  bis  constituents  on  the~coast 
of  Africa,  an  1  contended  that  if  a  proper  naval 
force  had  been  there,  the  outrages  in  all  probability 
would  not  have  occurred.  Then  why  did  not  the 
gentleman  agree  to  the  proposed  amendment? 

The  only  reason  which  can  be  given  is,  the  state 
of  the  Treasury  !  The  money  is  all  gonel  Is  this 
a  good  reason  ?  Will  the  country  so  consider  it? 
No.  Let  us,  said  Mr.  S.  issue  Treasury  notes, 
or  resort  to  a  loan*  in  any  mode,  rather  than 
suffer  our  Navy  to  languish.  Not  a  permanent 
loan,  for  I  deny  that  there  is  now,  or  ever  was,  a 
party  in  this  country  in  favor  of  a  permanent  debt 
upon  principle;  or  a  conflict  of  parties  on'.ihis  sub- 
ject, as  has  been  asserted  in  a  high  quarter.  Think 
of  the  resources  of  this  great  country;  with  its  im- 
mense commerce,  its  vast  agricultural  products, 
its,  swelling  population,  and  such  a  population,  so 
intelligent,  so  enterprising.  Let  us  net  then 
make  stinted  appropriations  for  our  Navy.  Let  us 
grant  all  that  the  Department  really  needs.  We 
owe  it  to  the  navy;  we  owe  it  to  our  country. 

Mr.  S  expressed  the  hope  that  no  party  feelings 
or -considerations  would  be  permitted  to  mingle  in 
the  debate,  or  to  effect  the  decision  of  a  great 
national  question.  Let  one  institution  be  pre- 
serve4  from  the  contamination  of  party  strife-— let 
that  be  oar  gallant  Navy. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Virginia,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  replied,  and  expressed 
his  entire  concurrence  in  the  sentiment  that  the 
Navy  was  a  most  important  arm  of  the  national 
'defence;  but  said  that  it  was  necessary,  in  legislat- 
ing in  regard  to  it,  to  look  further  than  this. 
What  had  the  Department,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
superintend  the  whole  subject  of  the  expenditures 
of  Government,  submitted  as  an  estimate  of  the 
amount  necessary  to  be  appropriated  to  this  branch 


of  the  service  for  the  present  year?  $1,435,000. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  not  re- 
duced this  amount  by  a  single  dollar,  but  had  in- 
serted it  just  as  it  stood  in  the  appropriation  bill. 
It  was  true  this  amount  did  not  comport  with  the 
opinions  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners; 
but  that  alone  was  not  to  govern  the  House.  If 
the  wishes  of  these  concerned  in  the  expenditures 
of  each  Department  should  be  complied  with,  the 
expenses  or  the  Government  would  be  enormous 
indeed,  exceeding  by  millions  any  heretofore  known* 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Saltobt- 
stall,]  who  proposed  to  augment  tbe  appropria* 
lions  under  this  singje  item  by  the  amount  of 
$575,000,  was  himself  the  man  who  bad  the  most 
loudly  and  thoroughly  condemned  tbe  expenditures 
of  the  existing  Administration  as  extravagant,  and 
had  promulgated  that  sentiment  throughout  every 
quarter  of  the  country.  So  had.  his  political 
friends.  But  the  moment  the  estimates  were 
brought  down  to  a  more  reduced  scale,  they  were 
the  first  to  cry  out  and  denounce  the  Administra- 
tion for  its  parsimony.  What  would  so  it  the 
honorable  member?  The  estimates  were  carefully 
made  up  fr»m  a  view  cf  the  whole  subject.  The 
President  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  had 
tbe  full  benefit  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Navy 
Commissioners,  on  which  the  gentleman  mainly 
founded  his  amendment;  they  had  been  in  posses- 
sion of  the  fullest  information,  and  had  acted  on  a 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  whole.  Tbe  gen- 
tleman was  mistaken  if  he  supposed  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  alone  was  concerned  in  submitting 
tbe  estimates  if  public  expenditures  to  Congress. 
The  estimates  from  the  other  Departments  were 
not  submitted  to  his  correction,  but  were  laid  before 
a  joint  meeting  of  the  whole  Cabinet;  they  had 
agreed  on  the  sum  inserted  in  the  bill;  and  what 
was  opposed  to  it?  Tbe  naked  opinion  of  the 
Board  of  Navy  Commissioners. 

The  estimates  which  had  heretofore  been  sub- 
mitted, under  various  beads,  in  separate  sums, 
were  now  directed  to  be  summed  up  under  one 
head  of  the  present  item.  The  Commissioners  now 
told  Congress  that  144  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
value  of  the  Navy  was  required  for  its  repairs;  bat 
they  had  changed  their  opinion  on  this  subjects 
having  formerly  considered  10  per  cent,  sufficient. 
In  the  British  service,  tbe  rate  allowed  was  121 
per  cent,  but  heretofore;  in  our  service,  10  per  cent 
bad  been  allowed,  and  it  bad  proved  to  be  suffi- 
cient. A  large  amount  of  the  sum  appropriated 
last  year  remained  still  unexpended,  and  the  bOl 
now  added  to  that  amount  $1,425,000  more. 

[Mr.  Barnard  here  inquired  of  the  chairman  on 
what  data  it  had  been  that  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  directed  tbe  Beard  of  Navy  Commissioners 
to  graduate  these  estimates  in  such  a  manner,  so 
that  they  should  not  exceed,  in  all,  the  amount 
of  #5,025,0001] 

Mr.  Jones  replied  that  he  had  not  inquired 
into  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary.  Congress  were 
in  possession  of  the  most  ample  means  of  ascertain- 
ing the  resources  of  tbe  Government.  Mr.  J.  sup* 
posed  that  five  millions  were  deemed  as  much  as 
could  be  afforded  to  be  applied  to  this  particular 
branch  of  expenditure.  But  they  were  told  by 
gentleman  that  they  must  not  look  to  the  means 
of  the  Government,  but  simply  have  regard  to 
what  amount  of  money  it  was  desirable  to  expend, 
and  go  on  forthwith  to  appropriate  it.  If  the 
money  was  not  in  the  Treasury,  or  to  come  into  it, 
the  Government  could  borrow;  and  why  not?  Bat 
could  such  a  course  be.  deemed  wise  in  a  manfe  pri- 
vate concerns?  Prudent  individuals,  before  running 
into  debt,  looked  first  to  their  means  of  payment; 
and  the  same  rule  would  apply  to  the  affairs  of 
Government.  Many  gentleman  were  ready  tS 
make  appropriations  to  any  and  every  amount  that 
could  be  asked,  esteeming  a  national  debt  a 
national  blessing;  but  Mr.  J.  did  not  belong  to 
that  school;  he  considered  a  national  debt  a 
national  curse,  and  never  to  be  incurred  rave  un- 
der the  most  urgent  and  unavoidable  necessity. 
If  we  were  at  once  to  go  on,  and  build  up  a  navy 
that  should  compete  with  all  the  navies,  of 
European  powers,  it  was  not  twenty,  nor  forty, 
nor  one  hundred  millions  that  would  pay  the  post 
of  it.    The  gentleman  had  complained  that  a  huge 
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portion  of  ihe  regular  fond  for  ihe  gradual  iocease 
and  imp*07ement  of  the  Navy  had  been  div<*ra'd 
from  that  obj^c';  but  who  had  done  this!  Congrr  ?s. 
The  fond  had  accumulated  in  the  amount  o> 
1 1  s500t000i  and  Congress  thought  it  best  to  take  a 
part  of  the  money,  which  would  have  gone  back 
into  the  Treasury,  and  apply  it  to  the  building  of 
two  steam  frigates.  Tnere  were  ample  materias 
on*band;  and  contracts  had  been  entered  into  for 
the  means  of  constructing  15  ships  of  the  line,  18 
frigates,  15  sloops  of  war,  9  steamers,  besides  cop- 
per and  iron,  <Sbc,  These  contracts  were  autho- 
rized by  lav;  and  it  was  ascertained  that,  in 
applying  the  money  of  the  fund,  no  inconvenience 
would  be  sustained.  The  present  bill  allowed 
1 750,000  for  the  gradual  increase  and  improve- 
ment  of  the  Navy,  and  it  was  founded  on  safer 
data  than  the  suggestions  of  any  individual 
member. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Mommy  stoning,  March  1, 1841. 

After  the  recess, 

The  Houte  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  fortification  hill,  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means, 

Mr.  POPE  resumed  hit  remarks.  ^Le  urged  ihe 
committer  not  to  insist,  at  this  time,  en  any  new 
measures  of  defence:  it  was  better  to  postpone  it 
entirely  for  the  new  Administration,  and  let  them 
take  the  entire  responsibility.  He  was  entirely 
without  authority  to  speak  for  that  AdmioUtratioo, 
but  should  lend  it  his  honest  and  hearty  support. 
He  gave  credit  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  for  the  pacific 
cotuse  he  had  pursued.  He  warned  gentlemen  not 
to  tell  the  nation  they  could  not  be  kicked  into  a 
war:  it  was  dangerous  language  to  so  exciiable  a 
people.  Give  the  new  Administration  fair  oppor- 
tunity to  ward  off  the  national  danger?,  if  it  could 
be  done  with  honor  and  propriety.  He  should 
make  no  war  speeches  and  no  war  reports,  lie 
concluded  by  advising  his  iriends  to  suffer  tbe  bill 
to  pass. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  addressed  the  committee  at  some 
length  in  favor  of  an  increased  appropriation  lor 
Boston  harbor. 

Mr.* HAND  was  opposed  to  amending  this  bill 
by  insertiog  the  items  from  an- 1 her  bill.  Mr.  H. 
was  one  who  believed  we  should  have  war.  Eng- 
land could  not  sustain  herself  long  without  it;  he 
deprecated,  however,  all  excitement  of  feeling. 
He  hoped  the,  conduct  of  the  people  on  the  borders 
would  not  he  rashly  condemned;  they  certainly 
had  received  great  provocations.  He  believed  the 
new  improvements  in  war  were  no  objection  to 
forts;  England  did  not  think  so,  for  she  wasrepair- 
iog  old.ones  and  building  new.  What  we  chiefly 
.wanted  was  sufficient  fortresses  and  well-stored  ar- 
senals. This  lesson  was  taught  us  by  the  expe- 
rience of  tbe  last  war.  (He  here  paid  some  com- 
pliments to  the  militia,  not  very  plainly  heard  by 
the  Reporter.)  Mr.  H.  observed  that  the  whol« 
nam  needed  for  the  entire  system  of  fortress  de- 
fence would  cost  us  but  sixteen  mill  ion s.  He 
pleaded  the  necessity  and  expediency  of  a  for  ire  *s 
in  bis  own  district. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  JAMESON, 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  of  Ohio,  gave  notice 
that  he  should  discuss  the  question  at  large,  and 
thoold  not  address  this  committee  alone,  but  the  na- 
sion  at  large.  It  had  been  said  the  Northern  fron- 
tier was  at  the  mercy  of  her  Britannic  MajpMy;  but 
yonng  Ohio  wai  ready  to  meet  her  Majesty;  they 
bad  there  a  fortification  whicb  she  could  not  ovei- 
come,  no,  not  with  the  aid  of  Russia  and  France. 
She  invited  the  foe  to  come,  and  she  would  make  a 
slaughter-house  and  burying  ground  of  her  -soil. 
The  East  were  a  nation  of  beggars;  a  pale-faced 
people,  who  ran  behind  a  fori;  the  people  of,  the 
West  meet  the  enemy  on  the  open  held.  The 
American  people  have  never  yielded  their  stripes 
and  stars  to  tbe  British  lion;  (he  meant  on  the  wa- 
ter.) Perry  bad  covered  the  whole  lakes  with  glo- 
ry. Mr.  S.  said  he  intended  to  speak  the  ba'ance 
•f  the  session — not  on  the  question  before  the  com- 
mittee, for  he  did  not  know  what  that  was.  Con- 
necticut gave  him  birth,  and  what  little  bringing  up 
he  had,  be  got  there.  He  complimented  their  enter- 
rise,  bat  charged  them  with  a  love  *f  gain. 


Ihe  CHAIR  called  the  gentleman  to  order,  and 
required  him  to  confine  himself  to  the  question. 

Mr.  S.  insisted  he  had  a  right  to  speak  on  the 
prosrccis  of  war,  and  the  necessity  of  defence.  He 
derided  the  idea  of  defending  Maine,  because  one 
Cape  Cod  fi.  her  man  could  whip  twenty  British 
sailors  on  tbe  ocean;  so  could  one  Ohio  ranger  do 
the  like  to  twenty  British  soldiers  on  land.  We 
had  now  a  hero  in  the  chair — a  hero  at  tbe  bead  of 
the  nation;  he  would  whip  them  as  he  did  at  Tippe- 
canoe. The  Indians  bad  carried  away  their  scalp?, 
but  it  was  confidently  said  that  thirty  were'killed. 
This  hero  was  to  fight — with  whom?  With  a  wo- 
man. Without  money  and  almost  without  men  be 
had  whipped  tbe  British;  and  yet  now  it  was  said 
we  should  be  whipped  to  death.  No.  Americans 
never  were  whipped  with  equal  advantages.  With 
General  Harrison  at  our  head,  no  nation  dare  at- 
tack us.  He  was  a  son  of  the  mother  of  States, 
but  he  had  lived  in  Ohio;  tbey  knew  him  when  he 
was  the  clerk  of  a  counting-house;  and  he  had 
barnt  more  wigwams  which  were  deserted  than 
any  man  living.  This  argument  was  conclusive. 
The  House  must  be  convinced;  it  was  now  time 
to  convince  tbe  galleries.  He  here  quoted  tome 
verses  and  then  said  he  should  address  himself  to 
the  fairest  and  most  beloved  portion  of  our  people. 
Freedom  of  action  and  of  speech  were  constitution- 
al right,  (this  was  an  episode,)  and  if  be  had  tbe 
power  of  keeping  the  committee  in  order  till  tbe  4th 
of  March,  be  wished  to  reply  to  some  remarks 
made  th:ee  weeks  ago.  He  bad  so  no  nation  dared 
attack  us  with  our  beloved  hero  at  tbe  bead  of  the 
nation.  It  had  been  said  that  ihe  election  of  Gen. 
Harrison  settled  the  question  that  a  tariff  law  was 
tb  be  passed. 

The  CHAIR  interposed  and  reminded  Mr.  S. 
that  the  tariff  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  S.  insisted  that  it  must  be,  to  show  how  the 
money  in  this  bid  was  to  be  raised.  Some  believed 
that  a  called  session  was  neeevsary  to  pass  a  law 
laying  dutie?  on  silks  and  wines. 

The  CHAIR  again  called  Mr.  S.  to  order. 

Mr.  S.  said  it  bad  ^een  said  there  was  a  deficien- 
cy i a  ihe  Treasury;  it  had  been  full — was  now 
empty,  and  did  not  contain  money  enough  to  jingle 
on  a  tombuone;  yet  gentlemen  now  asked  more 
money  to  fortify  a  country  that  needed  no  fortifica- 
tion, and  to  increase  a  navy  which,  when  not  half 
it*  present  number,  whipped  the  navy  of  England. 
The  treasures  of  the  country  had  been  squandered, 
it  was?aid,  in  erecting  palaces  of*more  than  East- 
ern magnificence. 

Mr.  S.  was  then  about  to  speak  of  'he  inconsis- 
tency of  the  Opposition  in  relation  to  ihe  furniture 
at  the  White  House,  when 

Mr.  EVERETT  here  called  to  order  on  the 
ground  of  irrelevancy. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  Yes,  that  is  always  the  case. 
When  any  of  our  party  are  about  to  tell  gentlemen 
things  they  do  not  like,  they  always  shout  "order." 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  relieve  the  committee  uf 
all  unpleasant  feeling.  He  had  fat  h«re  for  three 
months  subject  to  the  same  inconvenience.  If  he 
believed  that  others,  who  could  not  speak  a  whit 
better  than  he,  coulfl  be  stopped  in  like  manner,  he 
would  take  his  seat;  but  otherwise  he  could  assure 
gentlemen  be  should  speak  till  the  blushes  of  the 
4ih  of  March  appeared. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Sm.th, 
propesng  to  insert  0 6,600  for  Forts  Preble  and 
Scamme),  in  Portland  harbor,  and  $4,000  for  re- 
pairing forts  at  W'scasset,  Damaritcotta,  Ca&tine, 
and  Eastport,  in  Maine,  was  then  put  and  decided 
iu  the  negative. 

Mr.  CROcS  moved  an*  amendment  for  Fort 
Wayne,  050,000.  He  earnestly  pressed  the  neces- 
sity of  such  a  woik.  The  Indians  were  already 
much  embittered  against  the  Government;  and  if 
they  saw  it  neglecting  the  frontier,  would  be  em- 
boldened to  make  an  attack.  They  were  not  then 
in  a  condition  to  repel  invasion;  and  the  Govern- 
ment was  bound  by  treaty  to  preseive  peace 
among  the  Indians,  and  between  them  and  the  set- 
tlers. 

Mr.  JONES  opposed  the  amendment.  The  pre- 
sent bill  applied  only  to  works  begun;  the  army  bill 
contained  some  provisions  for  the  Western  frontier; 
this  bill  was  net  tbe  proper  place  for  them.    The 


site  of  this  fort  was  notoriously  unhealthy,  and 
it  was  proposed  to  remove  the  site  of  tbe  fortifi- 
cations. 

Mr.  CROSS  urged  his  point,  saying  that  it  would 
be  destruction  to  that  region  for  the  Government  to 
withdraw  from  paints  now  fortified. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  New  Hampshire  opposed 
ihe  amendment  in  a  speech  of  some  length.  Tbe 
object  embraced  in  the  amendment,  he  said,  was 
not  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  an  increased 
expenditure.  He  had,  at  all  times,  labored  to  keep 
down  expenditures  as  low  as  practicable,  with  a 
proper  regard  to  the  public  interest,  and  to  preserve 
a  financial  policy  simple  and  economical;-  and  he 
could  not  now,  just  at  the  lime  the  people  had  been 
seduced  into  a  belief  thai  the  expenses  of  tbe  Admi- 
nistration were  extravagant,  vote  to  increase  them, 
until  the  true  character  of  the  past  expenditures 
were  better  understood  by  the  people.  He  then 
proceeded  to  show  .that  the  expenditures  of  tbe 
Administration  for  tbe  ordinary  and  permanent 
purposes  of  tbe  Government  had  been  reduced 
below  that  of  anj  preceding  Administration,  and 
to  detend  i's  general  measures,  policy,  and  princi- 
ples. 

The  quesiion  being  pat  on  the  amendment,  it 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  KEMBLE  moved  an  amendment  for  forti- 
fications at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Cbamplain, 
050  000. 

Mr.  Kemblb  moved  an  additional  section,  allow- 
ing the  President  power  to  transfer  the  appropria- 
tions in  the  bill. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
thereto  the  following  section: 

"For  reappropriations  of  several  amounts  car- 
ried to  tbe  surplus  fund  for  the  objects  hereinafter 
named: 

"For  continuing  works  at  Buffalo  harbor, 
05,869. 

"For  erecting  a  mound  or  sea  wall  along  the  pe- 
ninsula separating-  Lake  Erie  from  Buffalo  creek, 
$3,463. 

'For  the  sea  wall  for  the  preservation  of  Fair- 
weather  island,  and  repairing  the  breakwater  of 
Black  Rock,  in  Conor cticut,  02,800. 

•'For  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Tallahas- 
see to  lola,  in  Florida,  09,500. 

"For  tbe  military  road  from  Fort  Crawford  to 
Fort  Howard,  0332. 

"For  Wilmington  harbor,  Delaware,  02,411. 

"For  the  improvement  of  the  inland  channel  be- 
tween St.  Mary's  and  St.  John's,  06,102. 

"For  the  improvement  of  Dog  river  bar  and 
Choc  aw  pass,  in  Mobile  harbor,  07,134. 

"For  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  Ashtabula 
creek,  Ohio,  0369. 

"For  the  improvement  of  Cleveland  harbor, 
01.166." 

Mr.  Evans  explained  tbe  amendment  to  be  for 
the  reap^ropriation  of  certain  small  amounts  which 
bad  gone  back  into  the  Treasury.  It  had  been 
earnestly  recommended  by  ifce  "War  and  Treasury 
Department*.  The  Secretary  of  War  bad  been 
about  to  draw  the  money,  but  was  dissuaded  from 
doing  so  by  the  persuasions  ef  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury,  under  tbe  assurance  that  it  should  be 
reappropriated.  The  sums  were  small,  and  were 
chiefly  intended  to  keep  in  preservation  the  public 
property,  now  so  exposed  that  the  Department  of 
War  had  not  a  dollar  to  pay  a  man  to  take  care  of 
tools.  If  this  prevailed,  Mr.  Evans  should  move 
a  general  sum  of  050,000  for  tbe  preservation  of 
public  prorerty  in  various  other  portions  of  the 
country.    This  was  a  mere  reappropriation. 

Mr.  JONES  inquired  for  Mr.  Evans's  authority 
for  what  he  had  said  relating  to  the  understanding 
between  the  War  and  Treasury  Departments. 

Mr.  EVANS  replied  thai  his  authority  was  that 
of  the  Head  of  the  War  Department,  from  wjioaa 
he  qtfoted  a  letter  in  bis  band* 

Mr.  JONES  submitted  whether  this  amendment 
was  in  order  on  an  appropriation  bill,  to  appropriate 
for  roads,  b arbors,  &c 

The  CHAIR  ruled  the  amendment  to  be  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  JONES  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and 
report  the  bill;  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  re- 
quest of  • 
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Mr.  W.  THOMPSON,  who  moved  an  amend- 
»  meat  for  the  preservation  of  the  site  of  Fort  John- 
son, btrbor  of  Charleston,  8outh  Carolina,  $16,000; 
the  ease  was  precisely  similar  io  that  in  an  amend- 
ment which  had  been  adopted. 

Mr.  T.  read  documents  from  the  Department 
showing  the  need  of  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  HOLMES  explained  (he  facts  and  support- 
ed  the  motion  of  his  colleague,  urging  the  necessity 
of  a  speedy  application  of  aid  to  save  the  fort 
from  beine;  undermined  by  the  sea.  He  protested, 
in  the  name  of  a  commercial  people,  against  the 
meanness  and  parsimony  which  had  maiked  the 
proceedings  of  the  Administration  on  these  sub- 
jects. He  was  a  friend  of  that  Administration,  but 
he  could  not  approve  of  this.  Mr.  H.  said  he  did 
dread  a  war;  and  he  reproached  the  committee 
with  tbefr  inertness  in  making  preparations  to  meet 
the  case. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved -an  amendment  for  the 
purchase  ef  an  arsenal  in  Charleston.  In  that  city 
there  was  neither  arsenal  nor  custom- home  belong- 
ing to  tbe  United  States.  If  thi<  opportunity  was 
lost,  the  building  used  would  be  bought  by  a  pri- 
vate individnal. 

Mr.  JONRS  objected  to  the  amendment,  and  the 
CHAIR  ruled  it  out  of  order. 

The  question  now  coming  up  on  Mr.  Ksmbls's 
amendment,  giving  the  Prssident  power  to  transfer 
appropriations, 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  it  was  unnecessary,  the 
President  having  that  power  already  by  law. 

Tbe  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  JBMESON  moved  to  add  an  appropriation 
of  f&5,000  (or  Fort  Leavenworth.  He  supported 
the  motion  by  seme  remarks,  observing  that  it  was 
founded  on  an  estimate.  Port  Leavenworth  was 
the  key  of  the  Missouri  frontier.  Why  it  was  over- 
looked by  the  Cemmittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  be 
could  not  conceive. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  HABERSHAM  offered  an  amendment  of 
15,000  for  a  fart  at  Savannah,  to  preserve  it  in  some 
aiare  of  repair.  The  Department  had  recommend- 
ed #50,000. 

The  item  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  moved  f  13,000  for  complet- 
ing a  dyke  for  the  light- house  on  Goat  Island.  He 
stated  the  great  want  of  the  completion  of  this 
work.  The  want  of  it  waa  a  great  annoyance  h. 
the  commerce,  not  only  of  Rhode  Island,  but  from 
all  other  quarters. 

The  amendment  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CROSS  moved  an  amendment  of  f  10,000 
for  a  military  post  on  the  western  border  of  Ar- 


Ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  JONES  moved  for  the  rising  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Which  prevailing,  the  committee  rose  and  report- 
ed the  bill  and  amendments  to  the  House. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  pot,  and  csrried. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  were  read. 

The  item  for  Fort  Macon,  North  Carolina,  hav- 
ing been  read,  and  the  question  being  on  concur- 
rence, the  yea*  and  nays  were  demanded  and  or- 
dered; and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  followed: 
Yeays  79,  nays  53. 
.   flo  tbe  amendment  was  carried. 

The  other  amendments  having  been  then  agreed 


The  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading,  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 
•  Mr.  JONES  sent  a  resolution  to  the  Chair,  sus- 
pending the  joint  ru!e  of  the  two  Houses  which  pro- 
vides that  "no  bill  or  resolution  that  shall  have 
passed  the  House  shall  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence  on  either  of  the  three  last  days  of  the 
session*"  so  far  as  the  Army,  Navy,  Indian,  For.i- 
flcatioo,  Military  Academy,  and  two  other  small 
appropriation  bills  which  passed  the  House  on  Sa- 
turday nigh*,  are  concered,  which  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina  moved  to 
adjourn,  but  withdrew  the  motion. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 
Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  moved  to  suspend 
he  rales  to  take  from  the  table  the  Senate  bill  to 


continue  the  corporate  existence  of  the  Banks  of 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  demanded  the  yeas  and 
navs. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  said  he  would  not 
debate  the  bill;  all  he  wished  was,  that  a  silent  vote 
be  taken. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  to  adjourn  at  a  few  mi- 
nutes before  8  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WELLER  withdrew  the  motion,  but  it  was 
immediately  renewed  by  another  member. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  resulted  as 
follows:  Yeas  39,  nays  103. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjaurn. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS  moved  to  adjourn. 

The    eas  and  nays  were  demanded,  bat  refused. 

And  thereupon  the  House,  at  a  quarter  past  eight 
o'clock,  adjourned. 


REMARKS  OF   MR.   NICHOLSON, 

OF  TENNESSEE, 
In  Senate,  February  16,  1841— The  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Hubbird  io  include  trading  and 
other  incorporated  companies  in  the  "bill  to  es- 
tablish a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy,"  being 
under  consideration- 
Mr.  NICHOLSON  addressed  the  Senate  as 
follows: 

Mr.  President:  I  have  no  disposition  to  pro- 
tract the  debate,  when  has  already  been  continued 
uutil  it  has  lost  much  of  its  interest  in  the  Senate. 
I  should  be  content  with  giving  silent  votes  against 
the  bill  and  the  proposed  amendment,  but  for  the 
fact  that  such  votes  might  be  subject  to  miscon- 
struction. Without  troubling  the  Senate,  therefore, 
with  an  elaborate  argument,  I  will  only  tax  its 
patience  with  a  brief  statement  of  the  reasons 
which  will  govern  me  in  voting  upon  the  measure 
under  diacasMoa. 

Nothing  but  the  high  obligation  imposed  by  a 
sense  of  duty  could  restrrit  me  from  gratifying 
my  own  feelings,  by  supporting  a  proposition 
which  appeals  so  powerfully  to  our  humanity.  If 
evidence  were  wanted  of  the  immense  amount 
and  extent  of  the  distress  and  suffering  which  ex- 
ist in  every  portion  and  in  every  rank  and  c  edi- 
tion of  our  country,  enough  to  satisfy  any  mind 
may  be  found  in  the  memorials  which  are  daily 
presented  htre'ca'ling  upon  us  to  interpose  relief 
by  parsing  a  bankrupt  law.  There  are  high  con- 
siderations of  public  policy,  as  well  as  of  humanity, 
which  strongly  incline  me  to  lend  a  favorable  ear 
to  these  numerous  appeals.  lam  satisfied  that 
whilst  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law  would  open 
a  tpcedy  way  to  the  deliverance  of  thousands  of 
honest,  but  unfortunate,  debtors*,  who  have  fallen 
victims  to  the  abases  of  the  credit  system,  it 
would,  at  the  same  time,  restore  their  energies, 
and  enable  them  to  become  again  valuable  mem- 
bers of  society.  I  hold  that,  in  loo  many  cases, 
the  man  who  is  bowed  down  under  a  weight  of  in- 
debtedness, from  which  he  cannot  hope  to  relieve 
himself  by  his  own  exertions,  is  worth  but  little  to 
himself,  his  family,  or  his  country. 

But  whilst  I  thus  frankly  acknowledged  the  force 
of  these  high  and  humane  considerations,  dnty 
demands  that  I  shall  not  forget  the  true  nature 
and  character  of  tbe  remedy  proposed  for  relief. 
We  are  called  upon  to  step  in  letueen  the  creditor 
and  his  debtor,  and,  by  the  exercise  of  an  extra- 
ordinary power,  to  annul  their  eon  tracts  entered 
into  voluntarily,  and  upon  valuable  considerations. 
We  are  appealed  to  for  relief,  by  pronouncing 
bends,  entered  into  with  all  formality  and  solemnity, 
null  and  void:  to  enter  the  very  temples  of  justice, 
to  close  their  door  against  the  creditor,  and  even 
to  vacate  the  very  records  of  the  courts;  and  all 
this  we  are  called  upon  to  do,  without  the  consent, 
and  even  against  tbe  remonstrances  of  the  credior. 
That  such  a  power  exists  in  Congress,  and  in  Con- 
gress alone,  is  conceded,  at  least  so  far  as  the 
trading  part  of  the  community  in  concerned.  But 
the  history,  of  our  country  proves  that  it  has  laid 
dormant  in  the  Constitution,  with  the  exception  of 
about  three  years,  during  our  whole  existence  as 
a  Government.    I  infer  from  this  fact,  that  there 


is  a  settled"  repugnance  in  the  American  character 
to  the  exercise  of  a  power  which  interferes  with 
individual  contracts.  Our  history  is  marked  with 
periodical  revulsions  in  tbe  monetary  affairs  of 
the  country,  attended,  time  after  time,  with  a  de- 
gree of  suffering  and  bankruptcy  equal,  at  least  in 
amount  and  extent,  to  that  which  now  exists,  in 
every  such  instance,  except  one,  the  native  ener- 
gies of  our  countrymen  have  enabled  them  to  re- 
cover from  their  embarrassments  without  the  in- 
terference of  this  Government.  On  one  occasion 
only  was  a  bankrupt  law  resorted  to;  and  then, 
although  enacted  to  continue  in  force  for  but  live 
years,  it  was  permitted  to  stand  in  force  for  bat 
three  years. 

But  there  is  another  consideration  connected 
with]  the  subject,  which  goes  far  in  determining 
my  vote.  Amidst  that  heavy  mass  of  memorials 
under  which  our  tables  are  groaning,  1  And  noc  one 
from  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  pari,  to 
represent  The  citixens  of  that  State  have  not 
escaped  the  calamities  which  have  fallen  upon 
the  enterprising  in  other  portions  of  the  country. 
They,  too,  have  pushed  the  credit  system  to  an  ex- 
treme point,  and  ibey,  too,  are  reaping  the  hitler 
consequences.  But,  so  far,  they  are  enduring  their 
fate  silently,  and,  I  trust,  are  appealing  success- 
fully to  the  resources  of  industry  and  economy  fee 
relief.  It  is  certain,  at  least,  that  their  voices  have 
not  b»en  heard  in  this  chamber. 

Under  the  iofluence  of  such  considerations,  I 
cannot,  at  this  time,  consent  to  exercise  a  power 
so  delicate  and  responsible.  But,  in  coming-  to 
this  conclusion,  candor  requires  me  to  state,  that 
if,  upon  more  mature  consideration,  I  shall  become 
convinced  that  the  exercise  of  this  power  ought  to 
be  resorted  to,  and  especially  if  the  developmental 
of  public  tectimenrs  in  my  own  8tate  shall  indicate 
a  wi*h  for  such  relief,  I  shall  not  feel  myself  so 
committed  by  my  present  course,  as  to  preeluds 
me  from  actjng  differently  hereafter. 

Having  said  thus  much  in  explanation  of  my 
vote  on  the  original  bill,  I  will  now  proceed  to  ex- 
amine the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Hubbabd.]  That 
amendment  proposes  to  place  banking  and  other 
trading  corporations  on  the  same  footing  with  in- 
dividual traders.  If  they  are  at  aoy  time  enable 
or  unwilling  to  redeem  their  notes  with  specie,  and, 
upon  demand  made,  refuse  so  to  do,  they  are  by 
this  amendment  to  be  declared  bankrupt,  and  tie 
placed  in  the  hands  of  commissioners,  their  affairs 
wound  up,  and  their  effects  distributed  amongst 
their  creditors.  It  is  designed  to  operate  a*  a 
preventive  measure  against  the  frequent  icmnenot 
of  those  fatal  expanskns  and  contractions  of  the 
bank  paper  currency,  which  lie  at  the  bottom  of 
therein  and  distress  which  never  fail  to  follow 
these  abuses  of  the  credit  system. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  such  a  restriction  WoaM 
go  far  towards  checking  and  limiting  the  issues  of 
banks.  That  it  wmild  secure  an  entirely  amble 
currency  would  be  more  than  could  be  reasonably 
anticipated.  So  long  as  that  radical  defect  in 
our  system  of  banking  continues,  of  uniting  in 
the  same  corporation  the  right  of  lending  and  of 
creating  currency,  expansions  and  contractions  to 
some  extent  must  exist.  Our  whole  experience 
fully  demonstrates  the  necessity  of  adopting  soma 
some  remedy  which  will  limit  the  ruinous  tea* 
dency  to  constant  fluctuations  in  the  currency  ef 
the  country.  On  this  question  there  can  be  bat 
one  sentiment  in    this  country.     The 


which  iiave  from  time  to  time  befallen  every  in* 
from  rapid  changes  and 


terest  in  society,  arising  1 

vacillations  in  the  prices  of  property  and  the  re- 
wards of  labor,  produced  in  every  instance  by  sad- 
den contractions  of  an  expanded  currency,  have 
been  so  many  powerful  arguments,  going  m 
strengthen  and  confirm  this  sentiment. 

The  only  question  now  open  with  the  people  is 
that  which  relates  to  the  best  means  of  securing 
6ome  degree  of  stability  in  the  currency. 

A  portion  of  the  present  Opposition  party  main* 
tain,  that  a  National  Bank  would  furnish  the  mast 
effectual  remedy.  In  support  of  their  proposinca, 
they  have  a  stereotyped  argument,  which  they  have 
urged  for  years  with  unceasing  seal  and  whhno 
little  effect    That  argument  is,  that  a  NansaaU 
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Bask  is  needed  as  a  head  to  the  banking  system,  to 
control,  restrain,  and  regulate  the  operations  of  the 
State  institutions.  We  deny  that  such  an 
institution  would  hare  the  disposition,  even  if 
it  possessed  Ihe  power,  fo  restrain  and  regulate  the 
Stale  banks.  We  maintain  that,  from  lis  very  na- 
ture and  organization,  it  would  have  the  same  in- 
terests, and  would  be  actuated  by  the  same  motives; 
and  would,  consequently,  fellow  the  same  line  of 
yohey  which  has  characterized  the  operations  of 
the  State  banks.  Instead  of  acting  as  a  regulator, 
we  maintain  that  it  would  set  an  example,  and  lead 
the  way,  in  expanding  and  contracting  whenever 
its  interest,  or  the  interest  of  its  political  friends, 
dictated  either  course;  and  that  the  State  banks 
would  follow  the  example  either  from  the  same  mo- 
tives of  interest,  or  because  of  their  inability  to  re- 
nal Ihe  ioflaence  of  the  example.  We  maintain 
that  the  history  of  the  late  United  States  Bank,  both 
aa  a  National  and  State  institution,  fully  sustains 
our  positions. 

The  American  people  are  jealous  of  a  great  cen- 
tral moneyed  power,  the  leading  recommendation 
of  which  is  its  capacity  to  control  the  State  insti- 
tutions. They  see  in  it  the  power  of  regulating, 
without  restraint  or  responsibility,  the  value  of 
their  property  and  their  labor,  whilst  its  political 
energies  Would  he  irresistible.  Hence  it  is,  that  the 
friends  of  a  National  Bank  succeed  best  in  times  of 
panic  and  embarrassment  in  urging  their  proposi- 
tion. .  Seeing  no  other  immediate  prospect  of  relief, 


the  people  relax  their  antipathies  to  a  National 
Bank,  and  lend  a  favorable  ear  to  the  appeals  of 


But  whilst  we  thus  confidently  contro- 
vert the  efficacy  of  the  measure  proposed  by  our 
opponents,  still  we  agree  with  them  in  the  senti- 
ment, that  some  remedy  is  necessary  for  our  disor- 
dered and  defective  system  of  currency.  One  of 
the  chief  recommendations  of  the  Independent 
Treasnry  system  to  the  people,  was  the  promise 
which  it  held  out  of  restraining,  to  some  extent,  the 
excessive  issues  of  State  banks.  Whilst  that  great 
measure  rests  for  its  claims  to  support  upon  other 
principles,  I  doubt  whether  it  did  not  receive  the 
public  approbation  mainly  because  it  promised  to 
operate  as  a  partial  regulator  of  the  State  banks. 
When  the  constitutional  Treasury  system  was  pre* 
sealed  to  the  people  as  an  antagonist  measure  to  a 
National  Bank,  the  condition  of  the  times  gave  to 
our  opponents  a  decided  advantage  in  that  issue. 
The  people  saw  the  bank  paper  rapidly  withdraw- 
ing from  circulation,  the  prices  of  property  and  of 
labor  rapidly  sinking,  with  ruin  and  bankruptcy 
following  in  the  train  of  the  contraction  of  the  cur-_ 
rency.  They  desired  relief— more  circulation.  We 
presented  the  Independent  Treasury  system  as 
a  means  of  safety  to  the  Government-,  but  we 
did  not  propose  relief  by  increasing  the  cur- 
rency. Our  opponents  presented  a  National 
Bank;  and  with  that  they  promised  to  afford 
reiki,  by  gratifying  the  wishes  of  the  people 
for  an  increase  of  circulating  medium.  Amidst 
the  panic  and  pressure,  the  great  purposes  of 
the  Independent  Treasury  were  either  overlooked 
or  grossly  misrepresened;  whilst  the  National 
Ban*  intere*  was  strengthened,  because  thai 
immure  was  more  in  harmony  with  the  feelings  of 
the  limes.  Tnese  two  measures  are  by  no  means 
necessarily,  or  even  properly,  antagonists  of  each 
ether*  U  a  National  Bank  is  ever  established,  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  intrusted  with  the  custody  and 
the  msm  of  the  public  money;  but  that  such  an  in- 
stjtntion  may  be  disconnected  from  the  Govern- 
ment, and  operate  within  its  proper  commercial 
sphere. 

I  have  referred  to  the  late  issue  between  the  In* 
dependent  Treasury  system  and  a  National  Bank, 
by  way  more  fuliy  of  establishing  the  proposition, 
that  the  whole  people,  of  every  political  division, 
are  united  in  the  sentiment  that  some  effectual  pre- 
ventive ngainst  ihe  disorders  of  the  currency  ousht 
to  be  applied.  Our  opponents  have  proposed  their 
lenandy — it  is  a  great  central  bank.  We  have  pro- 
poned no  remedy— literally  none— which  holds  out 
the  promise  of  a  corrective. 

Can  it  be  wise  to  wait  longer  on  the  States? 
Sorely  we  must  now  be  satisfied  that  the  States 
either  cannot  or  will  not  apply  the  corrective  to 
their  banks.    Upon  the  doctrine  that  their  charter! 


of  incorporation  arc  contracts  between  the  8tates 
and  the  corporators,  it  is  certain  that  the  States,  in 
very  many,  instances,  have  surrendered  the  power 
of  reforming  their  banking  institutions.  If  they 
still  posseis  the  power,  they  can  never  act  in  eon- 
cert  in  adopting  the  necessary  measures.  In  the 
present  condition  of  thing*,  we  must  either  sub- 
mit to  the  creation  of  a  National  Bank,  with 
all  its  dangers,  or  we  must  await  the  inevi- 
table destruction  which  must,  sooner  or  later,  be- 
fal  the  present  banking  system,  and  then  take  our 
position  on  an  exclusive  metallic  circulation;  or, 
which  would  be  worse,  we  must  give  ourselves  up 
to  a  permanent  inconvertible  bank  paper  system. 
For  my  own  part,  I  have  no  intention  to  abide  by 
either  of  these  alternatives.  I  believe  the  power 
exists  in  Congress  to  apply  a  remedy  to  the  8tste 
banks,  and  I  hold  it  to  be  our  duty  to  exercise  that 
power. 

I  know  that  there  are  some  who  cherish  a  jea- 
lousy lowards  the  exercise  of  Federal    powers, 
which  amounts,  in  some. cases,  almost  to  fastidi- 
ousness.   I  do  not  yield,  even  to  them,  in  my  devo- 
tion to  the  reserved  rights  of  the  State;;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  I  feel  myself  under  obligations, 
equally  as  high,  to  maintain  the  powers  delegated 
to  this  Government,    But  is  the  application  of  a 
bankrupt  law  by  Congress  to  trading  corporations 
any  encroachment  upon  the  rights  of  the  States? 
If  these  corporations  were  parts  of  the  machine- 
ry of  tbe  State  Government?,  and  were* consti- 
tuents of  the  body  politic,  there  would  be  plausi- 
bility   in    the  objection.     But  they  are  private 
companies,  organized  tor  individual  purpose*  of 
trade,  endued  by  legislation  with  certain  peculiar 
franchises,  to  enable  them  to.  prosecute  their  trades 
with  more  convenience  and  benefit  to  themselves. 
They  have  been  termed  by  some  gentlemen  "ema- 
nations cf  State  sovereignty,"  and  by  others  "crea- 
tures   of   sovereignty^"   as    if  there  was   some 
great  magic  in  these  vague  expressions.    Why 
are  corporations  supposed  to  be  endowed  with  at- 
tributes of  sovereignty?     How    do    they    differ 
from  other  "crea'ures"  or  "emanations"  of  legh- 
laiire  power?    In  no  respect,  except  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  prevalent  doctrine  of  the  day,  they  are 
above  tbe  reach  and  beyond  the  control  of  the 
powers  that  gave   them  being.     Upon  this  doc- 
trine, they  are  not  merely  "emanations"  of  sove- 
reignty, but  they  are  genuine  wtxrwgnfies— so  far, 
at  least,  as  the  S  ates  are  concerned.    Do  they 
derive   this  high  endowment    from   the  States? 
Most  unquestionably  not.     They    are  made  to 
assume  the  character  of  con ti  acts;   and  hence, 
under  the  Federal  Constitu'ion,  they  are  shielded 
and  protected  from  Si  are  interference.    That  prin- 
ciple, then,  which  is  supposed  to  attach  to  corpora- 
tions the  attribute  of  sovereignty,  is  not  derived 
from  the  States,  but  from  that  Constitution  whose 
powers  we  are  called  upon  to  exercise.    Take  from 
them  the  protection  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  you  sink  them  to  the  level  of  all  other  State 
laws,  subject  to  Sttte  legislation  and  control,  and 
stripped  of  all  pretensions  to  sovereignty.  But  if  the 
dootrioe  be  correct,  that  neither  the  State  nor  Fe- 
deral Government  can  interfere  with  corporations, 
then  this  whole  land  is  checkered  oyer  with  thou- 
sands of  sovereignties,  in  which  are  concentrated 
a  vast  amount  of  the  wealth  of  the  country,  above 
law,  and  capable  of  giving  law  to  the  Union.  How 
baieless,  then,  is  the  objection,  that  a  bankrupt  law 
applicable  to  trading  corporations  is  an  encroach- 
ment upon  State  rights.    So  far  from  being  true, 
the  measure  is  designed  to  curtail  the  high  prero- 
gatives of  these  little  sovereignties,  and  to  bring 
them  down  to  subordination  to  law.    It  is  the  exer- 
cise of  a  power  which  comes  in  aid  of  the  rights  of 
the  States,  which  are  rendered  inefficient  and  impo- 
tent from  having  surrendered  the  right  of  impairing 
contracts.    How  very  Little  of  State  sovereignty  is 
left  urumanatcd,  if  tbe  tens  of  thousands  of  corpora- 
tions for  various  tiading  purposes  are  subject  nei- 
ther to  State  or  Federal  control. 

But  the  great  objection  to  this  measure,  which 
has  been  pressed  with  uncommon  zeal  and  ability, 
is,  that  it  is  not  warranted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. I  acknowledge  th*  doctrine,  that  whenever 
Congress  proposes  to  exercise  a  power,  those  who 
support  H  ought  to  ha  prepared  to  show   their 


delegated  authority.  In  compliance  with  this  car- 
dinal doctrine,  I  point  to  the  power  in  the  Consti- 
tution which  authorises  Congress  to  "pas*  uni- 
form laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies."  I 
shall  not  stop  to  inquire'  whether  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  used  the.  term  * 'bankruptcy"  in 
its  limited  and  technical  sense,  as  applicable  only 
to  "traders*"  or  whether  they  used  it  in  is  broad 
and  ordinary  acceptation,  as  synonymous  with 
"insolvency."  This  inquiry  is  unnecessary  for 
my  present  purpose.  In  the  limited  and  technical 
sense  of  the  term,  by  the  English  law,  and  in  our 
own  country  at  tbe  time  of  ihe  formation  of  oar 
Constitution,  all  individual  bankers  and  traders 
were  embraced  as  proper  objects  of  the  bankrupt 
laws.  This  is  conceded  on  all  bands;  and  it  is 
further  conceded,  that  Congress  now  has  the  power 
to  include  in  a  bankrupt  law  individuals  who  are 
or  may  be  engaged  in  banking,  or  trading  in  their 
individual  capacities.  But  the  argument  is,  that 
so  soon  as  these  individuals  are  vested  with  corpo- 
rate powers  and.  privileges,  they  are  withdrawn  , 
from  tbe  operation  of  a  ban kr opt  law,  and  may 
claim  exemption  under  their  charters  of  incorpora»  - 
tion. 

Ii  becomes  important  to  inquire  for  that  peculiar 
principle  in  a  charter  of  incorporation,  which 
throws  this  impenetrable  shield  around  the  cor- 
porators. They  have  a  common  name,  by  which 
they  transact  business,  and  by  which  they  sue  and 
are  sued.  This  privilege  is  given,  merely  to 
enable  them  to  carry  on  business  with  more  con- 
venience. Toe  magic  principle  cannot  be  located 
in  the  name.  They  have  perpetual  succession. 
This  privilege  is  designed  to  avoid  the  consequen- 
ces of  the  death  of  any  of  the  members  of  the 
company,  and  surely  communicates  no  peon- 
liar  right  of  exemption  from  the  operation 
of  a  bankrupt  law.  They  have  a  common 
seal — it  will  not  4>e  contended  that  there  is 
any  virtue  in  this  privilege.  The  individual 
property  of  the  corporators,  in  many  charters, 
and  protected  from  State  interference.  Thai 
principle,  then,  which  is  supposed  to  attach  to  cor> 
porations  the  attribute  of  sovereignty,  is  not  de* 
rived  from  the  States,  but  from  that  Constitution 
whose  powers  we  are  called  upon  to  exercise. 
Take  from  them  the  protection  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, and  you  sink  them  to  the  level  of  all  other 
State  laws,  subject  to  State  legislation  and  control,  . 
and  stripped  of  all  pretensions  to  sovereignty. 
But  if  tbe  doctrine  be  correct,  that  neither  the  State 
nor  Federal  Government  can  interfere  with  cor- 
porations, then  this  whole  land  is  checkered  over 
with  thousands  of  sovereignties,  in  which  are  con- 
centrated a  vast  amount  of  the  wealth  of  the 
country,  above  law:,  and  capable  of  giving  law  to 
the  Union.  How  baseless,  then,  is  the  objection, 
that  a  bankrupt  law  applicable  to  trading  corpora* 
tions,  is  an  encroachment  upon  State  rights.  0o 
far  from  being  true,  the  measure  is  designed  to 
curtail  the  high  prerogatives  of  these  little  sove- 
reignties, and  to  bring  ihem  down  to  subordination 
to  law.  It  is  tbe  exercise  of  a  power  which  cornea 
in  aid  of  the  rights  of  the  Stales,  which  are  rendered 
inefficient  and  impotent  from  having  surrendered 
the  right  of  impairing  contracts.  How  very  little 
of  State  soveretrnty  is  lef t  wnseienshd,  if  the  tens 
of  thousands  of  corporations  for  varipaa  trading 
purposes  are  subject  neither  to  State  or  Federal 
coniol. 

But  tbe  great  objection  to  this  measure,  which 
baa  been  pressed  with  uncommon  zeal  and  ability, 
is,  that  it  is  not  warranted  by  the  Constitution, 
I  acknowledge  the  doctrine,  that  whenever  Con* 
greas  proposes  to  exercise  a  power,  those  who  . 
support  it  ought  to  be  prepared  to  show  their 
delegated  authority.  In  compliance  with  this 
cardinal  doctrine,  I  point  to  the  power  in  the  Con* 
stitotion  which  authorizes  Congress  to  "pass  uni- 
form laws  on  the  subject  of  bankrupties."  I  nhall 
not  stop  to  inquire  whether  tbe  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution n<ed  the  term  " bankrupt^  "  in  its  limited 
and  technical  sense,  as  applicable  only  to  "traders;" 
or  whether  they  used  it  in  its  broad  and  ordinary 
Acceptation,  as  synonymous  with  "insolvency." 
This  inquiry  is  unnecessary  for  my  present  purpose* 
In  tbe  limited  and  technical  sense  of  the  term,  by 
the  English  law,  and  in  oar  own  country  a!  the 
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time  of  ibe  formation  of  oar  Constitution,  all  indi- 
vidual bankers  aad  traders  were  emb.  aced  as  pro- 
per objects  of  the  bankrupt  laws.  This  is  conceded 
on  all  hands;  and  it  is  funb*r  conceded,  that  Con- 
gress now  has  the  power  to  include  in  a  bankrupt 
law  individuals  who  are  or  may  be  engaged  in 
banking  or  trading  in  their  individual  capacities. 
Bat  the  argument  is,  that  so  soon  as  the*  indivi- 
duals are  vested  with  corporate  powers  and  privi- 
leges, they  are  withdrawn  from  the  operation  of  a 
bankrupt  law,  and  may  claim  exemption  under 
their  charters  of  incorporation. 

It  becomes  important  to  inquire  for  that  peculiar 
principle  in  a  charter  of  incorporation,  which 
throws  this  impenetrable  shield  around  the  cor- 
porators. They  have  a  common  name,  by  which 
they  transact  business,  and  by  which  ibeysueand 
are  sued.  This  privilege  is  given,  merely  to 
enable  them  to  cany  on  business  with  more  con- 
venience. The  magic  principle  cannot  be  located 
in  the  name.  They  have  perpetual  succession. 
This  privilege  is  designed  to  avoid  the  c  resequen- 
ces of  the  death  of  any  of  the  members  of 
the  company,  and  surely  communicates  no 
peculiar  right  of  exemption  from  the  opera- 
tion of  a  bankrupt  law.  Tbey  have  a  com- 
mon seal — it  will  not  be  contended  that  there 
is  any  virtue  in  this  privilege.  The  individual 
property  of  the  corporators,  in  many  charters, 
is  exempt  from  liability  for  the  payment  of  the 
debts  of  the  corporation.  This  extraordinary 
privilege  cannot  be  supposed  to  carry  with  it  the 
still  higher  exemption  from  the  operation,  of  laws 
Which  are  binding  on  all  other  persons.  These 
are  the  leading  franchises  which  attach  to  trading 
corporations.  Examining  them  singly,  or  in  com- 
bination, I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  the 
peculiar  process  by  which  they  convert  the  in- 
dividuals composing  the  corporation  into  a  being 
beyond  the  reach  of  a  law,  which  is  admitted  to 
apply  to  them  as  individuals. 

But  it  most  be  admitted,  that  there  is  one  princi- 
ple connected  with  trading  corporation*,  as  the 
law  is  generally  understood,  which  is  peculiar,  and 
endows  them  with  singular  rights.  I  allude  to  the 
principle,  that  by  our  law,  trading  corporations  are 
endowed  wiih  the  dignity  of  contracts  and  being 
contracts  entered  into  with  sovereign  States,  they 
are  placed  beyond  the  control  of  those  States. 
Hence,  the  inference  may  be,  that  they  are  also 
beyond  the  interference  of  the.  United  States.  I 
will  test  the  efficacy  of  this  high  principle 
of  corporations,  by  a  few  familiar  illustrations. 

Brokers  are  a  class  of  traders,  who  come  strictly 
within  the  design  of  a  bankrupt  law.  In  some 
States,  the  trade  of  a  broker  is  a  franchise.  It  can 
only  be  prosecuted  by  those  who  pay  a  specific  sum 
to  the  Slate  for  the  privilege.  When  the  specific 
sum  is  paid,  the  State  issues  a  license  authorizing 
the  broker  to  follow  his  trade  for  a  specified  time. 
Here  is  a  contract  between  the  sovereign  State  and 
and  an  individual,  by  which,  for  a  valuable  con- 
sidearation,  she  parts  with  a  small  "emanation"  of 
her  sovereignty,  and  confers  it  upon  a  broker.  Will 
any  one  contend  that  this  broker  could  claim  an  ex- 
emption from  a  bankrupt  law,  upon  the  ground  that 
be  carried  on  bis  trade  by  virtue  of  a  contract 
with  the  Statet  He  could  claim  such  exemption, 
with  the  same  reason*  and  upon  the  very  same 
grounds,  on  which  it  is  claimed  for  corporations. 
I  next  take  the  case  of  the  merchants:  they  have 
ever  been  the  peculiar  subjects  on  which  bankrupt 
laws  have  operated.  In  many  State*,  they  buy 
and  sell  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  under 
contract  with  those  States.  They,  too,  are  en- 
dowed with  *  *mall  "emanation  of  State  sove- 
reignty," in  tiye  *hape  of  a  license  to  merchandise. 
I  ask  if  they  cV nnot  claim  an  exemption  from  a 
bankrupt  law,  by  virtue  of  their  contract  with  the 
State,  with  the  samt?  force  with  which  trading  cor- 
porations can  set  up  tk  e  claim? 

But,  I  will  take  anou^  illustration,  which  I 
think  is  still  more  forcible.  Unincorporated  bank- 
ers have  always  been  subject  to  bankrupt  laws. 
There  is  now,  and  has  been  foC  ****y  y*ar*»  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  a  p.ivate  ban*  without 
any  corporation,  whose  notes  have  curca^ate<*  .as 
freely,  and  whose  standing  is  as  ^ood  as  oar  in" 
corporated  banks.    I  refer  to  the  Bank  of  peat- 


man, Wocds,  and  Co.  in  the  city  of  Nashville. 
The  bill  now  on  your  table,  if  passed  into  a  law, 
will  operate  upon  this  bank.  It  has  no  common 
name,  no  common  seal,  no  perpetual  succession, 
and  the  owners  of  the  stock  are  liable,  to  the  full 
extent  of  their  property,  for  all  its  debts.  Yet,  this 
bank  exists  and  trades  under  a  contract  with 
the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  by  which  the  owners  of 
the  bank  agreed  to  pay  to  the  State,  annually, 
five  hundred  dollars  for  the  privilege  of  bank- 
ing. This  privilege  is  secured  by  an  act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Slate,  which  is  just 
as  irrevocable,  on  the  doctrine  that  it  is  a  contract, 
as  the  charter  of  an  incorporated  bank.  What 
one  reason  can  the  stockholders  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  Tennessee,  which  is  incorporated,  set  up, 
by  way  of  exempting  themselves  from  a  bankrupt 
law,  which  cannot  be  urged  with  the  same  force 
by  the  Bank  of  Yeatman,  Woods  and  Co?  Both 
banks  exist  by  virtue  of  acts  of  the  State  Legislature 
— both  have  a  subsisting  contract  with  the  State- 
yet,  that  one  which  has  tb«  fewest  privileges  from 
the  State,  Is  admitted  to  be  subject  to  a  bankrupt 
law,  whilst  that  which  enjoys  extraordinary  priv- 
leges  from  the  State,  is  said  to  be  thereby  exempted 
from  a  bankrupt  law.  To  make  the  case  still 
stronger:  will  any  one  contend,  that  if  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Tennessee  were  to  authorize  the  Bank  of 
Yeatman,  Wood*,  and  Co.  to  have  a  common  name, 
and  a  common  sea),  and  exempt  the  individnal 
property  of  the  owners  from  the  debts  of  ihe  com- 
pany, that  they  could  any  more  claim  exemption 
from  a  bankrupt  law  than  they  can  now? 

If  it  be  true  that  the  incorporation  of  a  company 
of  individuals,  for  trading  purposes,  renders  the 
bankrupt  power  in  Congress  inapplicable  to  them, 
then  are  brokers,  merchants,  bankers,  and  all  other 
traders,  who  trade  under  license,  also  exempt,  and 
the  granted  power  becomes  a  dead  letter.  Under 
such  a  doctrine,  the  State  Legislatures  have  the 
power  of  exempting  every  class  and  species  of 
trade  and  occupation  from  the  operation  of  a 
bankrupt  law.  They  have  but  to  extend  over 
them  acts  of  incorporation,  ajid  they  completely 
annihilate  the  bankrur  t  power  of  Congress. 

TJie  question  which  I  am  now  considering,  bas 
been  discussed  with  gr*at  ability  by  the  Senator 
from  Sooth  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun]  That  I  may 
not  do  his  argument  injustice,  by  attempting  to 
state  it,  I  will  read  a  paragraph  from  a  speech 
made  by  him  in  1840,  in  the  Senate.  He  then 
said: 

"But  we  have  not  yet  reached  Ihe  real  difficulty. 
If  the  power  was  ever  so  appropriate,  and  the 
only  one  that  was — if  precedents  were  innumerable 
— it  would  only  prove  that  tbiv  Government  would 
have  the  right  of  applying  the  power  to  incorpora- 
tions of  its  own  creating.  It  could  not  go  an  inch 
beyond,  and  would  leave  the  great  difficnlty  un- 
touched; the  right  of  Congress  to  include  Slate 
corporations  in  an  act  of  bankruptcy  passed  by 
its  authority  1  Where  is  such  a  power  to  be  found 
in  the  Constitution?  It  seems  to  be  forgot  that 
this  and  the  State  Governments  are  co-ordinate 
Governments,  emanating  from  the  same  authority, 
and  making  together  one  complex,  but  harmonious 
and  beautiful  system,  in  which  each,  within  it* 
allotted  sphere,  is  independent  and  cc-equal  with 
the  other.  If  one  has  a  right  to  create,  the  other 
cannot  have  the  right  to  destroy." 

The  paragraph  which  I  have  just  read,  con- 
tains the  whole  argument  condensed  and  com- 
pressed, within  a  half  a  dozen  lines.  In  the 
general  principle  laid  down  by  the  honorable 
Senator  1  fully  concur.  It  is  clearly  true,  that 
the  General  and  State  Governments  are  co-ordinate; 
and,  within  their  allotted  spheres,  independent  and 
co-equal.  In  framing  the  Constitution,  the  founders 
of  our  Government  were  two  wise  not  to  foresee, 
that,  in  exercising  the  powers  of  the  respective 
Governments,  there  must  necessarily  be  constant 
danger  of  serious  collision 8  unless  the  harmony  of 
the  two  systems  should  be  secured  by  providing, 
in  advance,  aeainst  such  contingencies.  This 
harmorfy  was  attainable  only  by  giving  supremacy 
to  the  laws  of  one  or  the  other  system,  in  all  cases 
of  conflict.  This  supremacy  was  given  to  the  laws 
of  the  General  Government  in  that  clause  of  the 
Constitution  which  provides  that  the  Constitution 


and  the  laws  of  the  United  8iates,  which  shall  be 
n:ade  in  pursnance  thereof,  shall  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  It  was  impossible  that  any  reach 
of  hnman  wisdom  could  have  made  an  enumeration 
of  delegated  powers  so  definite  and  minute  as 
wh-lly  to  avoid  the  danger  ot  occasional  conflicts. 
Conscious  of  its  impracticability,  the  framen  of 
the  Constitution  wistly  provided  against  sacs 
emergencies,  by  giving  supremacy  to  the  constim- 
tional  laws  of  the  Union.  But  to  give  to  the  lavs 
of  the  General  Government  this  supremacy  over 
a  conflicting  State  law,  that  Government  xost  be 
clearly  in  its  allotted  sphere,  exercising  either 
ppecificalty  delegated  powers,  or  powers  necessary 
and  proper  for  the  execution  of  some  one  of  those 
specifically  granted. 

I  am  thus  peculiar  in  defining  the  sense  it 
which  the  great  principle  assumed  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  is  admitted  to  be  comet,  be* 
cause  I  apprehend  that  the  great  error  in  that 
Senator's  argument  will  be  found  in  his  having  im- 
plied the  principle  in  a  wrong  sense.  He  teems  to 
regard  the  independence  and  equality  of  the  two 
Governments  as  arising  from  the  fact,  that  then 
are  certain  specific  powers  delegated  to  the  Genets] 
Government,  whilst  he  would  contend  that  all  other 
powers  are  reserved  to  the  States  I  maintain,  that 
not  only  the  specific  powers  which  are  ennmf rated 
in  the  Constitution  are  delegated,  bst  oat 
all  other  powers  necessary  and  prober  fcr  At  ex- 
ecution of  those  specifically  enumerated,  ire 
dlso  delegated  power?;  and  that  laws  passed 
in  pufsuance  thereof,  are  as  supreme  as 
those  passed  in  pursuance  of  the  specifically 
enumerated  powers.  Whilst  he  will  admit  that 
Slate  law*,  coming  in  collision  with  Unfed  States 
laws  passed  in  pur- nance  of  delegated  povertj 
must  give  way  to  their  supremacy,  he  maintains 
that  United  States  laws,  passed  in  pursuance  of  the 
power  to  pass  necessary  and  proper  lavs  for  the 
execution  of  the  enumerated  powers,  mnst  giw 
way  to  State  laws  when  they  conflict  In  ihrt, 
consists  the  difference  in  our  opinions  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  two  Governments  art  coordi- 
nate and  co-equal.  He  regards  one  portion  of  the 
United  States  laws  (those  patted  in  pursuance,  of 
specifically  dclejatel  powers)  as  supreme;  another 
portion,  (those  passed  to  execute  specific  powers, 
although  constitutional,  as  he  admits,)  he  regards 
a<  subordinate  to  State  laws,  when  uVy  conflict  I 
retard  all  the  laws  of  the  United  8ta»es,  passed  in 
pursuance  of  powers  granted  in  the  Constitution, 
whether  specifically  enumerated  or  not,  as  snpremt 
over  ali  Stale  laws  coming  in  conflct  with  then.  I 
know  of  no  an  bority  for  assigning  different  de- 
grees of  dignity  to  different  classes  of  United  Baa* 
laws  parsed  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution. 

I  eorae  now  to  the  inference  which  the  Sena** 
from  South  Carolina  f  Mr.  Cation*]  draws  from 
this  great  principle.  Because  the  two  Govern- 
ment*, within  their  allotted  spheres,  are  w^Htliaate 
and  co-cqoal,  he  infers  thai,  "what  one  basanpj 
to  create,  the  other  cannot  have  a  right  todestroy. 
The  Slates  have  the  right  to  create  baste;  heaee, 
his  argument  is,  that  the  United  States  cannot  haw 
a  ri^ht  to  destroy  those  hanks.  In  this  noamon, 
the  honorable  Senator  takes  it  for  grantee  (hiU 
bankrupt  law  is  a  measure  of  destruction to J* 
State  banks.  I  will  hereafter  show  thai,  is  w*i 
he  wholly  mistakes  its  operation.  Fur  the  pre- 
sent*  I  will  test  his  argument,  even  upon  the  *p 
position  that  it  is  a  measure  of  dartre*1*; 
I  admit  that  the  States  have  the  right  »  *"" 
banks;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  most  be  re- 
membered, that  Congress  has  the  right  to  P** 
uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  banhrflpwei. 
This  is  one  cf  the  specifically  delegate*  pow- 
ers; and,  even  upon  the  argument  of  the  Sean- 
tor,  must  be  supreme.  If  a  Sate  creates  a-  ban* 
which,  by  becoming  insolvent,  subjects  fretf  »  w 
legitimate  operation  of  a  baukraptlaw,  «•*  •JJ 
proposition  be  clearer  than  that  the  i*akr"'?[J5 
which  is  supreme,  muit  take  its  course,  *▼«■  "WV 
it  is  destructive  of  the  bank.  This  conseqnenee* 
salt*  necessarily  from  the  supremacy  of  the  oaf* 
rupt  taw.  . 

But  I  am  far  from  admitting  that  the  open nw 
of  a  bankrupt  law  involves  the  dtttracUo^L™J 
banks,  and  other  trading  corporations  to  wlucni 
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may  be  applied.  It  proposes  to  mete  oat  to  them 
the  same  remedy  which  it  applies  to  other  traders. 
If  they  become  insolvent,  and  are  unable  to  pay 
their  debts,  or  if  they  become  dishonest,  and  refuse 
to  pay  them,  the  bankrupt  law  takes  hold  upon  the 
property  of  the  corporation,  winds  ap  its  affairs, 
and  distributes  the  effects  amongst  its  creditors.  It 
does  the  same  things  with  brokers,  merchants,  and 
other  traders.  The  broker,  or  merchant,  or  private 
banker,  can  as  well  argne  that  the  law  destroys  their 
trades,  as  can  the  corporation.  It  leaves  them  all 
with  their  franchises  and  privileges  unimpaired. 
The  broker  has  the  same  right,  nnder  his  licente, 
to  resume  his  trade  after  bis  effects  have  been  given 
ap,  as  he  had  before.  So  also  the  merchant  and 
private  banker,  and  so  also  the  Incorporated  bank- 
em,  have  all  their  franchises  left  unimpaired. 
Their  common  name — their  common  seal — their 
right  of  snceession-^-the  exemption  of  their  indivi- 
dual property— all  these,  which  constitute  their  cor- 
porate being,  remain  in  full  force  and  existence — 
none  of  them  are  impaired,  much  less  destroyed.  If 
their  effects  ace  gone,  they  have  still  the  right  to 
proceed  npon  their  charter,  procure  other  capital, 
and  again  commence  operations  nnder  the  same 
corporate  existence.  The  body  corporate  still  ex- 
ists, with  all  its  immunities,  faculties,  and  func- 
tions, as  well  after  the  bankrupt  law  has  spent  its 
force  as  before. 

My  conclusion  is,  that  the  argument  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  8outh  Carolina  is  unsound,  in  the  first 
place*  in  denying  to  a  bankrupt  law  that  suprema- 
cy to  which  it  is  entitled,  and,  in  the  next  place,  in 
regarding  the  bankrupt  law  as  the  exercise  of  a 
right  destructive  of  the  right  of  the  States  to  create 
corporations. 

But  there  is  still  another  argument  somewhat  re- 
lied on  to  show  that  we  have  no  power  to  apply  a 
bankrupt  law  to  corporations.  It  is  said  that,  up 
to  the  time  our  Constitution  was  formed,  no  in- 
stance is  to  be  found,  either  in  England  or  Ameri- 
ca, in  which  a  bankrupt  law  had  been  applied  to 
corporations.  Hence  it  is  inferred  that  the  fra* 
mers  of  the  Constitution  did  not  design  to  include 
corporations.  The  fact  may  be,  and  I  believe  is, 
tree,  that  no  such  instance  can  be  found;  but  it 
by  no  means  follows,  that  an  exemption  of  trading 
corporations  is  the  necessary  consequence.  It 
could  hardly  have  been  anticipated  by  the  framsrs 
of  our  Constitution,  that,  in  little  more  tbau  half  a 
century,  nearly  *  thousand  banking  corporations, 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  other  trading  corporations, 
would  spring  op  under  the  patronage  of  State  au- 
thority. The  true  question  is,  whether,  if  they  had 
foreseen  the  evils  that  were  to  arise  by  the  abuse 
of  corporations,  they  would  have  granted  to  them 
a  special  exemption  from  the  operation  of  the 
bankrupt  power.  It  is  indisputable,  that  trading 
corporations  come  within  the  scope  and  purview  of 
the  bankrupt  policy,  and  it  is  altogether  probable 
diet,  if  the  present  state  of  things  could  have  been 
foreseen,  instead  of  exempting,  they  would,  with 
even  more  clearness,  have  granted  the  power. 

The  result  of  my  reflections  on  this  subject  is, 
that  the  power  to  include  banking  and  other  trading 
corporations  in  a  bankrupt.  law  is  clearly  delegated. 
I  regard  it  as  a  power  or  great  value,  and  the  only 
one  in  the  Constitution  which  enables  this  Govern- 
ment to  furnish  a  corrective  to  the  abuses  of  State 
banking.  I  regard  it  as  unfortunate  for  ihe  coun- 
try, that  H  has  been  suffered  to  lie  dormant  so  long 
in  the  Constitution.  Much  of  the  distress  which 
the  country  has  suffered  from  time  to  time  from  the 
excesses  of  paper  currency,  might  have  been 
averted  by  the  application  of  this  remedy ;  and,  I 
trust,  the  time  is  not  very  remote,  when  it  will  be 
sailed  into  exercise,  to  operate  as  a  permanent 
check  upon  the  acknowledged  evils  of  our  banking 
system* 

Bat,  as  well  satisfied  as  I  am  of  the  existence  of 
this  power  in  the  Constitution,  and  of  its  great 
nine,  I  would  be  far  from  making  an  appli- 
cation of  it  at  the  present  moment.  Whatever 
excesses  the  banks  may  have  been  guilty  of  in 
times  past,  and  however  much  we  may  be  dis- 
posed to  censure  their  misconduct,  we  cannot  shut 
oor  e^es  to  the  fact,  that,  in  their  excesses^  they 
bet  went  along  with  the  spirit  of  the  times. 
Tjsat  they  Stimulated  the  public  mind,  and  fur- 


nished the  means  for  speculation,  cannot  be  denied) 
but,  at  the  same  time,  it  must  be  admitted,  that 
the  slate  of  the  public  mind  seemed  not  only  at 
the  time  to  justify,  but  even  to  demand  a  liberal 
policy  of  discounting  by  them.  In  their  present 
crippled  condition,  and  in  the  present  embarrassed 
condition  of  the  country,  it  is  a  serious  question, 
whether  any  measure  should  be  taken  to  coerce 
the  banks  to  a  speedy  and  rigid  collection  of 
their  debts.  They  are  suspended,  and  unable  to 
resume,  because  their  debtors  are  suspended, 
and  unable  to  pay  to  them  their  debts.  A  bank- 
rupt law,  either  to  lake  immediate  effect,  or  to 
commence  at  a. future  day  not  remote,  would  in- 
evitably operate  to  increase  very  largely  the  exist- 
ing embarrassments  of  the  people.  A  system  of 
prompt  and  rigid  collections  would  necessarily 
commence  with  the  banks  against  their  debtors, 
and,  from  them,  extend  throughout  the  whole  com- 
munity. It  is  estimated  that  the  debts  now  due  to 
the  banks  in  the  United  States  amount  to  about  five 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  impossible  to 
calculate  the  immense  distress  which  the  sudden 
enforcement  of  the  collection  of  this  vast  amount 
of  debt  would  produce.  There  is  no  remedy  for 
the  distiesse*  of  the  country  which  can  be  furnish- 
ed by  legislation.  Any  attempt  at  it  must  aggra- 
vate the  hardness  of  the  times.  The  establishment 
of  a  National  Bank  would  but  increase  the  present 
embarrassments.  The  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law 
applicable  to  bankj  would  have  the  same  effect. 
Mutual  forbearance,  renewed  industry,  and  rigid 
economy,  are  the  only  certain  remedies  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  country  from  its  present  distressed 
condition.  When  these  infallible  remedies  shall 
have  effected  a  restoration  of  the  times,  and  ena- 
bled the  solvent  banks  to  resume  In  good  faith, 
then,  in  my  judgment,  would  be  the  proper  time  to 
subject  tbem  te  the  operation  of  a  bankrupt  law. 
It  would  then  operate,  not  to  the  destruction  of  the 
State  banks,  or  to  the  aggravation  of  existing  em- 
barrassments, but  as  a  check  on  future  banking 
excesses,  and  a  preventive  of,  future  suspensions. 
If  I  should  be  called  on,  under  such  circumstances, 
to  decide  upon  a  bankrupt  bill,  I  shall  most  cheer  fully 
give  it  my  support.  But,  at  present,  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  exercise  even  that  valuable  power,  when 
the  consequences  would  be  so  fatal. 

APPENDIX. 
Since  the  foregoing  speech  was  delivered,  my 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  report,  submitted  to 
the  Senate  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
13th  of  February,  1841,  showing  the  losses  of  the 
General  Government  and  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  use  of  banks  and  bans;  pa- 
per. The  facts  contained  in  this  document  present 
the  evils  of  our  banking  system  ia  so  strong  a 
view,  and  prove  so  conclusively  the  necessity  of 
some  measure  that  will  regulate  or  check  the  abuses 
of  that  syttem,  that  I  feel  myself  justified  in  ap- 
dendiog  the  following  statements,  culled  and  con- 
densed from  that  document : 

TABLE  A. 

Loseee  sustained  by  the  Federal  Government,  by  tkt  em- 
ployment of  bank*  and  bank  paper  before  the  year  1837, 
and  since. 

Los*  on  ike  depreciation  of  bank  paper  prior  to 
1837  ......      §6,600,000 

Loss  by  bank*  as  depositories  prior  to  1837  900000 

Loss  by  wine  banks  aa  depositories  aioce  1837  100,000 

Loat  on  bank  notes  taken  and  not  redeemed  prior 
to  1837 80,000 

Loan  on  bank  notes  taken  and  not  redeemed  since 
1837 40,000 

Computed  interest  on  aggregate  loam  8,872,000 


Total  principal  and  interest  • 


Capital  of  160  banks  failing  from  1830  to  1841         -  152,000.000 
Whole  number  395,  and  their  whole  capital  -  #96,787,309 

This  computation  does  not  include  the  United 
States  Bank,  which  suspended  whilst  the  report  was 
preparing.  If  this  third  suspension  turns  out  to  he 
a  failure,  as  many  believe,  an  addition  of  #35,000,- 
000  must  be  made  to  the  above  amount  of 
196,787.309. 

Tasls  b  2. 
Losses  by  the  banks  which  have  failed  since  1789,  computed 

on  their  capital  circulation,    depositee,    and  baianees 

owing.  . 

Loasoncapiial 172,690,481 

Lost  on  circulation 18.i47.620 

Loss  on  depositee,  and  balances  to  banks  •  18,}47,$2D 

#108,886,721 


•16,492,000 


In  1830,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  estimated  the  loss  on 
the  depreciation  of  bank  paper  received  prior  to 
1817,  at  #34,000,000.  In  this  estimate,  the  com- 
mittee are  supposed  to  have  taken  iuto  considera- 
tion the  facts  that,  after  August,  1814,  loans  were 
made  to  the  Government  in  irredeemable  paper,  at 
A  high  premium,  and  which  loans  w»re  finally  dis- 
charged in  specie,*or  its  equivalent. 

Tabls  B  1. 
Tfu, number  and  capital  of  banks  which  have  failed  in  the 

United  State*  since  1789. 
Capital  of  20  banks  failing  before  181 1  -  $3,000,000 

Capital  of  19$  banks  tailing  from  1811  to  163  J        -  36,787,309 


Total 


Tabu  B  3. 
Lose  by  the  community,  through  aepreciation  of bank  paper, 

in  cases  of  suspension  of  specie  payments. 
Loss  by  the  suspension  from  1814  to  1817  -  -    882,600,000 

Loss  from  1817  to  1838         ....     44000,000 
Loss  from  1839  to  1811         -  -  .      22,600,000 

Loss  at  other  timet  by  depreciation  6,000,000 


Total 


$95,000,800 


Tabls  B  4. 

Aggregate  oj  losses  iince  1789  to  the  people,  through  the  ex- 
istence of  banks,  and  the  use  of  bank  paper. 
Losses  by  bank  failures  ....  #108,886,721 
Losses  by  suspensions  and  consequent  deprecia- 
tion ol  paper  .-..-.  95,000,000 
Losses  by  destruction  of  bank  notes  by  accident  .  7,121,000 
Losses  by  counterfeit  bank  notes  beyond  losses  by     ' 

coin ^  4,444,444 

Losses  by  fluctuations  in  paper  currency,  affecting 
prices,  6c.  etc.     *•---.    160,000,000 


Aggregate  computed 


■  §366,461,496 


Table  C. 
Amount  paid  by  the  community  to  the  banks,  amnuaUy,  the 

last  ten  years,  for  the  use  of  banking  institutions. 
The  resuit  of  ibis  estimate  is,  that  the  whole  payments  made  to 
the  banks  for  the  use  of  them,  their  capital,  dec   during  the 
last  ten  yean,  has  been,  in  the  aggregate  -  8282,000,000 

This  would  be,  annually,  an  average  of     .  .      28,200,000 

The  income  or  gross  profits  of  banks  are  de- 
rived not  only  from  loans  of  the  capital,  deposites, 
and  circulation  over  and  above  the  specie  on  hand, 
but  from  exchanges,  and  a  larger  interest  than  6 
per  cent,  in  all  cases;  and  hence,  it  is  estimated, 
that  ihe  annual  gross  profits  must  average  13  per 
cent,  on  the  capital.  For  the  last  tea  years,  the 
estimated  average  bank  capital,  yearly,  has  been 
|235,000,000}  on  this  amount,  a  profit  of  19  per 
cent,  per  annum  gives  128,300,000  each  year,  and 
|282,000,000  for  the  tea  years. 

Tabls  D. 
Whole  bank  capital  in  the  United  States  owned  in  foreign 

countries. 
Of  the  stocks  in  the  United  States  Bant  there  is 

ownedabroadL      ;      .    -  •  ••24,406,600 

Of  other  banks,  there  is  estimated     •  •     11,260,000 

-  $36,666^00 


Total 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  PIERCE, 

OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

M  StnmU,  Jemmaru  96, 1841— On  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  expe- 
diency of  changing  the  rates  of  postage  on  newspa- 
pers which  are  sent  less  than  thirty  miles  from  the 
place  of  their  publication. 

Mr.  PIERCE  said  he  desired  to  say  a  single 
word  upon  the  resolution  which  had  been  submit- 
ted, not  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  proprietors  of  * 
newspapers  alone,  but  in  consequence  of  letters  re- 
ceived from  other  persons  equally,  perhaps  more 
deeply,  interested,  although  in  a  different  way.  He 
regarded  the  subject  as  important,  and  desired  to 
draw  to  it  the  attention  of  the  chairman,  and  ask  ss 
early  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  as  they  could 
with  convenience  bestow.  Alterations  in  the  exist- 
ing laws  were  doubtless  required  far  beyond  that 
contemplated  in  the  resolution.  Changes  in  the 
rates  of  letter  postage,  so  far  at  taut  as  to  strike 
otttix*  vulgar  fractions,  the  quarters,  halves,  and 
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three-quarter  cents,  and  substitute  for  the  present 
rates  tbe  Federal  currency,  although  trifling  in 
amount,  would  be  productive  of  great  convenience, 
and,  without  sensibly  .diminishing  the  revenue, 
would  probably  save  in  the  Auditor's  Office  10,000 
dollars  annually  in  clerk  hire.  Changes  in  tbe 
rates  of  postage  on  newspapers  and  periodicals, 
bating  reference  to  weight  as  well  as  distance;- 
changes  in  relation  to  the  franking  privilege,  which 
was  becoming  so  broad  in  practice  as  now  greatly 
to  embarrass  the  Department,  not  only  by  an  al- 
most incalculable  diminution  in  the  receipts, 
but  by  becoming  itself  a  heavy  and  increasing 
charge,  were  manifestly  demanded  by  views 
of  sound  public  policy,  by  considerations  of 
private  justice,  and  what  was  more,  by  the 
distinct  and  unequivocal  tone  of  public  opinion 
throughout  the  country.  Whether  tbe  franking 
privilege  had  or  had  not  been  abused,  was  a  ques- 
tion upon  which  he  expressed,  and  desired  to  ex- 
press no  opinion.  Some  facts  disclosed  in  the  Post* 
master  General's  report,  struck  him  with  no  little 
surprise.  There  were  so  data  tor  determining  the 
number  of  /xee  packets  conveyed  in  the  ouil,  be- 
cause a  large  portion  of  them  were  not  entered  on 
the  post  bill*;  but  an  account  kept  at  the  pott  office 
in  this  city  for  three  weeks  during  the  Wst  action 
of  Congress,  shows  that  there  were  ssnt  out  during 
that  short  period,  435,669  free  letters  and  packages, 
weighing  more  than  sixteen  and  a  half  tons.  Taking 
this  as  the  average  of  a  session  of  thirty-three 
weeks,  the  two  cents  allowed  to  postmasters  for  the 
delivery,  of  free  letter*  sent  from  this  office  alonp, 
would  amount  to  f95  697.  How  con  Id  a  Depart- 
ment, depending  wholly  on  its  own  receipt*,*  and 
asking  nothing  from  the  Federal  Treasury,  to  ex- ' 
peeled  to  sustain  itself  with  the  imposition  of  such 
hardens,  especially  with  such  draughts  upon  its  or- 
dinary accruing  revenue?  He  ought  not,  perhaps, 
to  expect  that  a  resolution  like  that  which  he  had 
moved — which,  while  it  affected  individuals  of 
all  classes  and  conditions  in  life,  coo  Id  have  no 
political  bearing— would  receive  much  considera- 
tion here.  If  he  bad  embraced  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  the  rates  of  postage — practical  as  it  would 
be  in  its  character,  and  interesting  to  every 
body~-he  would  regard  any  final  action  at  this  ses- 
sion as  utterly  hopeless.  He  had,  therefore,  restrict- 
ed the  inquiry  to  a  single  point,  embracing  an  ob- 
ject so  manifestly  for  the  a  ivantage  of  the  citizen 
and  the  Department  that  be  would  venture  to  hope 
that  It  mitht  ^e  taken  up  at  tome  lucky  moment 
and  find  favor.  Since  it  was  not  only  admissible 
to  depart  from  the  subject  immediately  under  con- 
sideration, but  so  particularly  iu  order  that  a  Sena- 
tor thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  give  notice  yes* 
terday  that  he  would  take  care  not  to  be  out  of  or- 
der by  speaking  to  the  question,  he  (Mr.  Piaacc) 
would  avail  himself  of  the  privilege  of  digression, 
and  state  some  of  the  reasons  why  he  bad  not  more 
confidence  in  securing  final  action  upon  this  and 
other  matters  both  of  individual  and  general  inte- 
rest. In  doing  so,  he  would  save  a  vast  amount 
of  labor,  to  which  he  would  otherwise  be  subjected, 
in  replying  to  numerous  letters  from  bis  plain, 
practical,  common  sense  constituents,  who  found  it 
difficult  to  understand  why  it  was  that  measures, 
the  justice  and  expediency  of  which  were  unques- 
tioned, could  not  receive  the  prompt  consideration 
and  definite  action  of  Congress.  He  would  give 
them  the  result  of  bis  nearer  observation  ot  the 
course  of  business  here,  and  the  chief  obstacles 
which  He  in  the  way  of  despatch.  And  they  would 
judge,  if,  indeed,  that  judgment  was  not  already 
made  up,  whether  there  was  not  too  much  evi- 
dence that  elevated  patriotism  and  an  anxious  de- 
sire lo  accomplish  that  legislation  which  was  une- 
quivocally demanded  by  the  honor  and  the  interests 
of  tbe  whole  country,  were  absorbed  in  devotion  to 
party  purposes,  and  promptings  of  personal  ambi- 
tion. Without  alluding  to  the  character  of  de- 
bates, or  to  scenes  that  might  have  occurred  else- 
where, calculated  to  wound  the  moral  sense  and 
the  pride  of  our  citizens  at  home,  and  to  bring  our 
admirable  institutions  into  discredit  abroad,  he 
might,  be  trusted,  without  offence  to  either  side  of 
this  Chamber,  be  permitted  to  say  that  party  pi  in 
dnlea— the  application  of  those  principles  to  legis- 
lative mea**res*~party  action,  and  party  triumph 


had,  within  the  last  few  years,  constituted  the  great 
stimulants  to  effort,  and  called  out  the  speaking 
talent  in  both  ends  of  the  Capitol.  It  was  quite 
immateral*  what  leading  question  happened  to  be 
brought  forward  at  an  early  day;  it  was  the  one 
upon  which  thetauJe  rsyeJ  in  either  House  was 
sure  to  be  foueht.  The  provisions  of  the  bill  might 
might  be  simple, and  iu  principles  embraced  within 
a  narrow  compass;  not  so  the  debate — like  the 
circle  created  by  casting  a  pebble  into  the  smooth 
waters  of  a  placid  lake,  it  expanded  and  expanded 
until  it  embraced  within  its  broad  circumference  all 
sorts  of  topics,  and  every  great  political  question 
that  had  ever  been  agitated  from  the  days  of  Gene- 
ral Washington  to  the  present  hour.  It  did  not 
become  him  to  complain  of  this.  To  himself  per-* 
sonally  it  bad  been  edifying  and  instructive,  and  so. 
it  must  have  been  to  any  person,  provided  be  had 
not  read  the  debates  tint  occurred  many  years 
since  upon  the  same  subjects.  He  toond  no  fault 
with  it,  but  on  this  ground.  A  debate  of  a  patty 
character,  springing  up  at  the  beginning  of  a  ses- 
sion, was  almost  certain  to  exclude  all  sober  and 
judicious  legislation  upon  most  of  the  great  sub* 
jects  involv  ng  the  interests  of  the  country.  It  was 
notorious  that  even  the  general  appropriation  bills 
were  crowded  into  the  last  hurried  hours  of  the 
session.  And  what  was,  if  possible,  still  worse,  it 
excluded  tbe  demands  of  honest  claimants,  who 
had  been  waiiina  and  knocking  for  years  at  ihe  doors 
of  Congress.  Hardly  a  day  passed  that  he  was  not 
asked  by  some  of  these  meritorious  persons  why 
this  or  that  claim— a  claim  indisputably  right,  the 
justice  of  which  no  one  could  deny — had  not  been 
disposed  of?  And  what  was  his  aoswei?  It  was, 
that,  which  he  now  gave  once  for  all,  action  upon 
matters  of  pubih  concernment  and  private  interest 
was  deferred  to  debute  upon  political  question?,  and 
to  party  wrangling.  The  short  sessiou  had  usually 
been  a  session  of  business;  and  he  took  leave  to  say 
that,  althoogh  they  might  disregard  measures  of 
public  utility  like  that  contemplated  in  his  resolu- 
tion, and  set  popular  feeling  at  defiance,  it  was 
cruel  to  thurst  aside  the  just  demands  of  individual 
claimants.  Some  most  extraordinary  facts  might 
be  adduced  on  this  subject.  He  could  point  to 
claims  still  upon  the  calendar,  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  both  Houses,  favorably  reported  on  in 
each,  that  had  come  down  unliquidated  through  a 
period  when  there  was  an  almost  interminable  de- 
bate noon  the  question  what  should  be  done  with 
$40,000,000  surplus  revenue;  at  that  time  indivi- 
duals, honest  and  injured,  had  complained  to  him 
that  while  they  were  waiting  for  tardy  justice,  they 
were  suffering  not  only  pecuniary  loss,  but  the 
deepest  mortification  from  being  unable  to  fulfil 
their  engagements;  because  they  were  denied  here 
that  which  was  honestly  their  due.  It  was  just  so 
now.  Yet  here  we  were  with  a  botffe  royal  going 
on  in  both  Houses— at  one  end  of  the  Capitol  on 
Treasury  note,  and  at  the  other  on  the  pub- 
lic lands.  When  either  would  probably  ter- 
minate, he  believed  no  gentleman  ventured 
to  hazard  a  conjecture.  During  all  this  he 
had  been  forcibly  struck  by  an  impression  made  on 
bis  mind  years  ago,  when  he  had  beard  little  of  po- 
lities and  read  less,  that  the  habits  of  debate  were 
from  year  to  year  growing  worse  and  worse.  It 
had  come  to  that  at  last,  that  the  powers  and  use- 
fulness of  gentlemen  seemed  to  be  estimated,  not 
by  what  they  said,  but  by  the  time  they  occupied. 
The  usual  annunciation  in  tbe  morning  papers  was, 
(after  taking/good  care  not  to  allow  the  tinguUr 
ability  and  eutyamng  eUquenee  of  the  speaker,  who 
is  sure  to  demoUeh  ail  the  previous  are  a  menu  of 
bis  antagonist,  to  go  unnoticed,)  that  Mr.  —  - 
spoke  one,  two,  or  three  hours;  one,  two,  or  three 
days;  and,  upon  this  announcement,  his  mark  upon 
the  scale  of  merit  was  established.  He  believed 
that  a  happy  change  was  taking  .place  in  popular 
opinion  upon  this  subject,  and  that  that  scale  <f 
merit  was  likely  to  give  plac*  to  another  and  a  bet- 
ter standard.  It  might  not  perhaps  retard  this 
change  in  its  progress,  or  be  loit  upon  the  younger 
aspirants  for  distinction,  to  remember  that  all  the 
reported  speeches  of  tbe  most  accomplished  and 
dexterous  debater  of  modern  times,  Charles  James 
Fox,  from  1768  lo  1775,  in  tbe  British  House  of 
I  |  Commons,  were  embraced  in  rweniy-nwu  paftj;  lees 


than  the  volume  of  one  single  Congressional  speech 
of  modern  times. 

He  recollected  with  perfect  distinctness  some  re- 
marks made  by  that  noble  philanthropist,  profound 
jurist,  and  sagacious  statesman,  Mr.  Livingston, 
be  believed  during  the  year  1830.  He  would  thank 
the  Secretary  to  send  him  the  volume  of  debates 
upon  Foole's  celebrated  resolution. 

The  remarks  of  the  distinguished  Senator,  pro- 
nounced in  this  Chamber  ten  years  ago,  were  so 


1, 1  had  myself  serious  thought*  of  introducing  the  j» 
lion  of  our  national  code,  and  a  plan  for  the  gradual  a- 
»  of  the  nary,  ani  am  not  yet*  quite  decided  Whether,  he- 


apposite,  so  perfectly  in  point  at  the  present  time, 
that  he  would  read  a  few  paragraphs.  Alter  a 
brief  exordium  Mr.  Livingston  proceeds: 
'  The  multiplicity  and  nature  of  the  euhjecta  that  have  beta 
considered  in  debating  a  resolution,  with  which  none  of  meat 
eeera  to  have  tbe  etighieet  connection,  and  theaddttiaa  of  new 
subjects,  with  which  every  speaker  has  thought  ift  proper  to  in- 
crease the  former  stock,  baa  given  me,  I  conftea,  some 
neas.  I  feared  an  irruption  of  the  Cherokees,  and  wee 
wuhout  apprehensions  that  we  should  be  ceiled  on  to  lerosi 
the  question  of  Sunday  mails,  or,  if  the  Anti-masonic  con 
tion  should  take  offence  at  the  secrecy  of  our  Executive  i 
or  insist  on  tbe  expubkm  of  tbe  initialed  from  our  c- 
that  we  should  be  obliged  to  contend  with  them  for  a 

Indeed,  I  h  * " — s i~..-w.-  -<■  i-._-._-.-. 

forwuiiono 

crease  of  tL #, -  «.    -  . 

fore  I  sit  down,  I  shall  not  urge  tfte  abolition  of  -capi-al  pimisfc 
ments.  In  truth,  the  whole'  brought  forcibly  to  my  reeotiec- 
tion  an  anecdote  told  in  ooeof  the  numerous  aenout  Written 
danr.g  the  n-i«n  of  Louuis  XIV.  too  trivial,  perhaps,  fts-be  in- 
troduced 1nio  this  grave  debate,  but  which,  perhapiu  s_ey  bs 
excused.  A  young  lady  hart  been  educated  in  all  iMleaittaf, 
of  the  times,  and  her  progress  had  been  so  much  to  tbeeacs> 
faction  of  the  Princess,  who  had  directed  hec  etvdiee,  that, 
on  her  first  introduction,  her  patroness  used  to  address  her 
thus:  ■Come,  Biles,  discourse  with  these  ladies  and  fenc-ama- 
on  -The  subject  of  theology.  So— that  will  do.  Now/  talk  of 
geography;  After  that,  you  will  convene  on  Use  evbjegej 
of  astionomy  and  metaphysics,  and  then  give  them  jow 
ideas  on  logic  and  the  belles  lettree '  And  there  cue  poor 
giri,  to  her  great  annoyance  and  (he  greater  of  her  mmdnat*, 
was  put  through  the  whole  ciicle  of  the  sc-eocae  hi 
which  she  had  been  instructed.  Sir,  might  not  a  hearer  of  oar 
debates  for  some  days  past  have  concluded  that  we,  too,  had 
been  directed  io  a  similar  way,  and  that-,  yon  had  amid  to  each 
of  the  speakers,  'Sir,  please  to  rise  and  speak  on  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  public  lands;  after  that,  you  may  talk  of  the  taring 
let  us  know  all  you  think  on  the  subject  of  internal  improve. 
mmt;  and,  before  you  sit  down,  discuss  the  powers  of  the  fie* 
na-c  in  relation  to  appointments,  and  ihe  light  of  a 9cate tore- 
cede  f'-om  the  Union;  and  flnieh  by  letting  us  know  whether 
you  approve  or,  oppose  the  measures  of  the  present  or  the  sit 
preceding  administrations. '  Tbe  approximation,  etr,  of  at 
many  heterogeneous  materials  for  discussion  moat  jprovoke  a 
smile;  and  rnoet  of  those  who  have  addressed  yon,  while  they 
lamented  that  subjects  unconnected  with  the  resolution  had  heat 
introduced  into  debate,  nuely  sat  down  without  eddiae; to  dw 
number." 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  no  intention  whatever  to  re- 
flect oa  the  course  ot  any  gentleman.  It  was  not 
for  him  to  dictate;  but  when  he  was  importuned 
from  day  to  day  respecting  measures  in  which  the 
people  whom  he  had  the  honor  in  pare  to  represent 
.  were  d<rt  ply  interested— when  they  were  continu- 
ally asking  him  why  the  Post  Office  reform  was  not 
effected— why  their  private  claims  were  not  con- 
sidered, he  chose  to  stats  tbe  true  and  only  reason 
— oDe  which  no  gentleman  here  could  gainsay  or 
controvert. 

His  people  were  not  a  complaining  people;  bat 
they  knew  what  was  jnst  and  reasonable,  and  they 
usually  insisted  npon  it.  He  would  ray  a  word 
with  regard  to  New  Hampshire,  not  in  a  spirit  of 
boasting,  bat  to  silence  the  scoffs  and  taunts  of 
weak  men  and  wicked  men,  pf  buffoons  and  petty 
politicians,  whose  jests  and  slanders  had  found 
their  way  id  to  tbe  partisan  press  under  the  caption 
of  the  "dark  corners."  That  which  had  drawn, 
npon  her  reproach  was  precisely  the  diatia^aiahins; 
characteristic  of  which  every  son  worthy  of  tha 

soil  that  gave  him  f 

aturdiness  and  f 
hered  to  her  political  i 

sent  forth  from  her  thou  rand  hills  vastly  snore  1 
her  proportion  of  men,  with  strong  bands  and  stoat 
hearts;  to  do  battle  for  the  common  country,-  ana, 
as  their  blood  upon  many  a  well  fought  field*  both 
in  the  Revolution  and  the  late  war,  would  testify* 
they  had  not  disgraced  the  lahd  of  their  nativity. 
In  pf  ace,  she  called  her  sons  to  the  balloubox  to 
fetamp  the  seal  of  her  reprobation  upon  miserable 
mummery  of' electioneering  shows,  and  to  soils 
back  defiance  opon  any  appeals  made  to  these  not 
supported  by  troth  and  reason. 

"The  dark  corners!"  She  obnoxious  to  the 
charge  of  darkness  and  ignorance !    He  would  not 


oi  woicn  every  son  wormy  or  ma 
him  birth  should  be  most  proud  the) 
1  inflexibility  with  which  she  had  ad- 
olitical  principles.    In  war,  she  had 


ask  gentlemen  to  look  at  the_  number  and  < 
of  ber  literary  institutions  or  the  highest  class    at 
her  sixty-three  academies,  in  which  tha  la 
and  tha  higher  branohet  of  education  win 
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with  nearly  six  thousand  scholars — at  her  two 
thousand  common  school?,  all  supported  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  with  more  than  eighty -one  thousand 
pupils— at  the  circumstance  that  the  means  of  edu- 
cation was  brought,  as  it  were,  to  every  man's  door 
—there  being  a  place  of  public  education  to  every 
one  hundred  and  thirty  inhabitants;  but  h«  would 
state  a  single  fact,  ascertained  by  the  late  census — 
it  was  this:  that,  with  a  population  of  284,481 
souls,  there  were  only  927  persons  over  twenty 
years  of  age,  foreigners  included,  within  the  limits 
of  the  State,  who  could  not  both  read  and  write; 
and  on  that  fact  alone  he  would  hold  her  up  in  the 
sunlight  of  her  intelligence.  He  instituted  no  com- 
parisons, but  he  might  safely  challenge  them  from 
others.  So  much,  by  the  way  of  digression,  which 
he  had  not  only  descanted  upon,  but  illmtrated. 

The  Post  Office  Department  itself  presented  a 
striking  illustration  of  what  he  had  said  in  relation 
to  the  course  of  busines*  here.  A  few  years  ago, 
the  condition  and  management  of  that  Department 
were  regarded  as  the  salient  points  of  party  debate 
in  both  Houses,  and  a  steady  fire  was  kept  up  for 
weeks.  The  country  was  told  that  there  was  no 
such  thing  as  hope  of  effecting  a  salutary  reform. 
The  Administration  was  thoroughly  corrupt  and 
profligate,  and  most  be  put  down.    The  operations 

-  of  that  Department  had  been  constantly  enlarging, 
its  revenue  had  risen  from  one  million  to  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  jet,  from  that  day  to  the  pre- 
sent, we  had  heard  scarcely  a  word  of  abuse,  or 
proposed  reform  there.  Why?  Because  it  was 
not  material  to  the  parly  issue  made  np  before  the 
people.  He  desired  not  to  be  misundc i  stood.  He 
claimed  no  exemption  from  party  feeling.  He  was 
ardently  attached  to  the  party  with  which  it  was  hi i 
pride  to  be  associated,  not  more  from  the  force  of 
education  than  from  thorough  and  confirmed  con- 
victions of  right;  but  he  was  assured  that  his  con- 
stituents would  be  better  satisfied  with  reform  where 
reform  bad  been  constantly  sounded,  and  was,  in 
many  respects,  most  needed— in  Congress,  by  ac- 
tio*, by  reasonable  despatch  in  the  transaction  of 
the  people's  business. 

Tiros  much  he  had  thought  due  to  the  subject, 
doe  to  the  people  whom  he  had  the  honor,  in  parr, 
to  represent,  and  to  the  unfortunate  claimants  who 
had  so  long  been  waiting  here  for  justice.  He 
would  only  add,  that  the  worst  kind  ot  a  tax  that 
could,  by  possibility,  be  imposed,  was  an  onerous 
tax  upon  knowledge — upon  the  means  of  know- 
ledge— upon  the  means  of  exchanging  thoughts — 
upon  letters,  newspapers,  and  periodicals. 

He  had  no  doubt  that  a  considerable  reduction 
might  be  made  in  the  rate?,  of  which  the  whole 
business  community  would  feel  the  great  benefit 
without  any  sensible  diminution  of  the  receipts. 
The  single  change  which  he  proposed  might  seem 
of  trifling  importance,  but  it  was  not  so  in  fact.  It 
would  a  great  relief  to  printers  of  small  sheets  in 
the  country,  and  to  their  patrons.  Under  the  ex- 
isting law,  they  were  compelled  to  pay  as  much  for 
a  newspaper  that  bjad  to  travel  bnt  five  milet  to 
reach  their  door,  as  if  it  came  one  hundred,  and  for 
a  little  country  sheet,  a?  they  would  pay  for  Brother 
Jonathan  or  the  New  World.  What  was  the 
oflfeeil    A  law  so  palpably  unjust  was  constantly 

-  evaded,  and  the  papers  found  some  other  convey- 
ance than  the  public  mail.  L:mit  your  postage  to 
papers  coming  from  beyond  the  lines  if  the  county, 
and  have  tome  reference  to  weight  as  well  as  dis- 
tance, and  you  not  only  consummate  justice,  put  a 
atop  to  the  violations  of  the  law,  and  secure  more 

'  postage,  but  you  will  relieve  both  the  printer  and 
subscriber  from  a  dependence  upon  the  accommo- 

#  dating  spirit,  or,  it  may  be,  the  caprice  of  mail 
contractors. 


DEBATE  IN  THE  SENATE. 

PROSPECTIVE  PRE-EMPTION  BILL. 

Wednesday,  January  20, 1841. 
The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective 
pre-emption  system  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands  being  again  taken  up  as  the  special  order 
of  the  dav — 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  that,  before  the  Se- 
nate adjourned  last  evening,  he  had  suggested  oat 

IS 


he  wished  to  offer  certain  amendments  to  the  bill; 
and,  as  they  were  now  in  order,  he  would  proceed 
to  propose  them.  When,  on  a  former  day,  he  had 
made  some  remarks  upon  the  general  provisions  of 
the  bill,  he  had  intimated  it  as  his  conviction  that 
there  was  a  majority  of  the  Senate  in  favor  of  a 
pre-emption  system  of  some  kind,  and  the  votes 
given  since  the  present  bill  had  been  under  discus- 
sion^howed  that  opinion  to  be  correct;  he  had  fur- 
ther observed  that,  in  bis  judgment,  the  bill,  as  it 
had  been  reported  from  the  Committee  on  (he  Pub- 
lic Lands,  was  such  a  one  as  ought  not  to  pass; 
and  that  he  would,  when  the  proper  opportunity 
should  present,  make  an  effort  to  have  it  amended. 
The  Senate,  as  Mr.  H.  understood  it,  had  now  set- 
tled certain  principles  on  the  general  subject;  in  the 
first  place  that  they  would  not  adopt  the  plan  of 
cession,  as  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun;]  and  again,  that  they 
'would  not  adopt  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crittevdck  ]  attaching 
the  principle  of  distribution  to  that  of  pre-emption; 
and  in  the  third  place,  that  they  wonld  not  assent  to 
the  substitute  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont, 
[Mr.  Pruntiss,]  making  pre-emption  retrospective 
and  not  prospective.  These  points  he  considered 
as  now  settled;  and  the  amendment  Mr.  H.  wished 
to  propose  would  not  interfere  at  all  with  these  de- 
cisions. 

There  were  some  provisions  in  the  bill  which  he 
thought  should  not  remain  there,  and  some  others 
which  might  with  advantage  be  modified,  and  some 
new  ones  which  should  be  added,  the  better  to  se- 
cure the  nation  and  honest  settlers  from  fraud  and 
imposition.  The  design  of  the  amendments  he 
should  offer  would  be  to  carry  out  the  professed 
object  of  the  bill,  which  was  to  give  the  honc*t 
bona  fide  settler  the  prior  right  of  purchase  of  a 
quarter  section  of  land  he  had  settled  upon,  and 
they  went  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  pre-emption 
law  of  1838 — a  statute  which  has  been  continued 
and  the  principal  provisions  of  which  are  now  in 
force.  This  had  not  been  particularly  alluded  to, 
but  so  is  the  fact.  We  are  now  under  the  pre- 
emption law  of  1838;  it  is,  with  some  alterations, 
at  this  hour  the  law  of  the  land;  it  was  revived  in 
'  1840,  and  extended  to  1842;  and  the  present  bill  is 
a  departure  from  that  law,  not  merely  by  making 
the  system  prospective  instead  of  retrospective  in 
its  operation,  but  by  omitting  important  parts  of 
that  law,  and  altering  essentially  some  of  its  pro- 
visions. On  what  grounds  are  pre-emption  laws 
defended  here,  and  in  the  nation?  On  the  two 
principles  of  public  policy  and  of  private  justice. 

Is  it  not  »aid  tQ  be  justly  due  to  the  honest  bona 
fih  settler  that  he  shalt  be  protected  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  fruits  of  his  industry?  Are  we  not 
told  that  if  a  foreigner  leaves  his  country  and 
comes  here,  or  one  of  our  own  citizens  leaves  his 
reMdencc  iu  an  old  State,  and  goes  on  our  public 
domain,  and  erects  a  log  cabin  on  it,  justice 
requires  he  shall  be  covered  by  a  pre-emption  law, 
and  secured  in  the  possession  of  his  land?  Is  not 
this  assumed,  everywhere,  as  the  equity  on  which 
a  pre-emption  law  is  founded,  so  far  a ?  it  respects 
the  individual?  And,  with  regard  to  its  public 
policy,  is  it  not  said  that  such  laws  encourage  the 
settlement  and  sale  of  the  public  land*?  that  they 
raise  the  price  of  the  lands,  and  give  an  impulse 
to  population,  thus  bringing  strength  to  the  conn- 
try,  and  adding  to  the  public  wealth?  Am  I  not 
justified  in  saying  that  these  are  the  two  principles 
on  which  the  pre-emption  system  is  rrra/e  to 
hinge?  Gentlemen  may  differ  as  to  the  expediency 
of  the  system,  but  its  friends  put  it  on  the  two 
grounds   I  have  stated.    If  these  be  indeed  the 

frinciples  on  which  alone  the  bill  can  be  defended, 
hope  its  advocates  will  support  them,  as  they  are 
assumed  and  embodied  im the  amendments  I  shall 
offer,  which  go  t6  protect  th*  bona  fide  settler,  and 
him  alone. 

With  these  views  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  and  ask  the  Senate  to  compare  it 
with  the  bill,  and  judge  whether  it  is  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  principles  on  which  any  pre- 
emption law  can  rest,  and  ought  not,  therefore,  to 
be  adopted. 
Mr.  H.  here  read  the  amendment,  as  follows: 
"ate.  6.  Afitr  tht  word  'divided,*  ta  the  third  H»a,striks 


out  to  tha  word  'no,'  in  the  fourth  lino,  aftd  insert  'equally  be- 
tween them,  but  neither  shall  have  any  claim,  by  virtue  of  tuts 
act,  to  any  other  land;  and'  " 

The  bill  now  reads: 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where  two  or  more 
persona  shalt  have  settled  op  the  same  quarter  section,  the 
same  shall  be  divided  between  them,  and  the  deficiency  made 
up  to  each  out  of  the  contiguous  vacant  ground;  but  no  wilful 
intruder  on  the  known  claim  of  another  shall  be  entitled  to  any 
benefit  under  this  section. 

If  the  amendment  shall  prevail,  the  section  will 
read: 

"That  where  two  or  more  persons  shall  have  settled  on  the 
same  quarter  section,  the  same  shall  be  divided  equally  be- 
tween them,  but  neither  shall  have  any  claim,  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  to  any  other  tamfrand  no  wilful  intruder  on  the  known 
claim  of  another  shall  be  entitled  to  any  benefit  under  this 
section." 

The  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  declares  that  if 
two  or  more  persons  shall  settle  on  the  same  quar- 
ter section,  the  land  shall  be  divided  between  them, 
and  each  settler  shall  be  entitled  to  so  much  from 
the  contiguous  vacant  land  as  shall  be  sufficient  te 
make  up  to  him  the  full  quantity  of  a  quarter  sec- 
tion; but  that  no  wilfnl  intruder  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  benefits  of  this  provision  of  the  law.  It  gives 
to  every  settler  (not  a  wilful  intruder  on  the  same 
quarter  section)  an  equal  right  in  that  land,  and 
also  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  what  is  equivalent 
to  a  whole  quarter  section.  He  is  not  merely  to 
have  his  interest  in  the  qparter  section  with  the 
rest  who  unite  with  him  in  seizing  upon  if,  but 
enough  is  to  dj  taken  from  the  adjoining  land  to 
make  up  a  quarter  section  to  each.  Will  not  this 
prejudice  the  interests  of  the  bona  fide  settler,  and 
promote  those  of  the  speculator?  It  does  not  pro- 
hibit the  settlement  on  a  quarter  section  by  more 
pet  sons  than  one;  any  number  may  agree  to  asso- 
ciate and  unite  in  fixing  themselves  on  a  siogle 
quarter  section,  and  thence  spread  themselves  over 
all  the  contiguous  lands.  Will  half  a  dt  zen  indi- 
viduals settle  on  one  quarter  section  of  land,  if 
they  all  intend  to  become  permanent  residents  on 
the  soil.  If  they  enter  on  the  land  with  a -sincere 
desire  of  making  themselves  homes  in  the  wilder- 
ness, they  will  each  take  his  quarter  section  and 
begin  to  Improve  it;  but,  by  this  bill,  a  family  may 
go  on  one,  and  improve  it  together,  and  then, 
when  the  time  of  sale  comes,  each  of  them  em- 
braced within  the  provisions  of  the  bill  will  be  en- 
titled to  a  separate  quarter  tection  at  the  Govern- 
ment price.  Nor  is  this  all.  If  it  were  only 
familci  that  could  do  this,  their  taking  a  tract  to- 
gether might  furnish  some  evidence  of  an  inten- 
tion to  settle  permanently  on  the  property.  But 
what  is  to  prevent  a  company  of  speculators  from 
grins,  on  the  land  and  inhabiting  it,  and  raising  one 
log  cabin,  to  furnish  a  shelter  for  them  all,  and  as 
soon  as  the  pre-emption  right  is  to  be  perfected, 
claiming,  each  one,  his  separate  tract  of  land,  at  a 
dollar  and  a  quarter,  and  immediately  felling  it  at 
a  great  profit?  I  have  no  disposition  to  benefit 
settlers  of  this  description;  and  the  pre-emption  right 
should  be  confined  to  those  who,  in  good  faith, 
make  settlements  with  a  view  of  becoming  perma- 
nent residents.  And  this  amendment  effects  this 
object,  and  therein  carries  out  the  principles  avow- 
e  1  by  the  friends  of  the  hill.  Such  was  the  provi- 
sion of  the  act  of  1828,  and  such  is  now  the  law  of 
the  land. 

Its  pi  o vision  is,  that  if  more  than  one  person 
shall  settle  on  a  quarter  section,  each  of  tha  per- 
sons so  settling  shall  have  an  equal  share  of  the 
land,  bnt  shall  have  no  claim  to  any  other  land 
whatsoever  by  virtue  of  that  act.  Such  a  bill  be- 
came a  law,  and  by  an  act  passed  in  1840,  it  has 
been  continued  in  force  two  years  longer.  I  pre- 
sume the  clause  was  introduced  expressly  to  guard 
against  the  evils  I  have  mentioned.  I  am  disposed 
to  carry  out  this  policy,  f  wish  to  insert  the  guards 
whieh  our  predecessors  thought  it  proper  to  adopt, 
that  they  might  shut  out  the  rich  man  and  the  spe- 
culator, and  bestow  the  benefits  of  the  bill  on  none 
but  bona  fide  improvers  of  the  soil.  I  trust  the 
amendment  will  not  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  CHY  of  Alabama  said  that  there  were  two 
ways  to  destroy  a  bill:  one  was  to  vote  it  down, 
and  another  was  to  talk  it  down.  He  regretted  ' 
that  the  gentleman  bad  not  brought  forward  his 
amendment  sooner,  when  the  bill  was  in  progress 
of  amendment,  but  after  the  bill  had  been  rendered 
as  perfect  as  it  could  be,  a  proposition  had  been 
brought  forward  to  recommit  it  with  instructions, 


m 

APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 

Jan.  1841  • 

26th  Cong.* •••  2nd  Smss. 

Pre-emption  Law — Mr.  Prentiss. 

Senate. 

then  another  amendment  had  been  offered  to  that, 
and  now  the  whole  ground  was  to  be  gone  over 
again.  What  danger  could  reasonably  be  appre- 
hended from  the  section  of  the  bill  as  reported  by 
the  committer  It  was  rather  retrospective  in  its 
character,  and  intended  to  refer  to  cases  where  se- 
veral individuals  had  settled  on  the  same  tract. 
There  might  be  a  very  good  spring  at  a  particular 
■pot,  and  half  a  dozen  families  might  settle  around 
it  for  the  sake  of  the  water,  while  they  cultivated 
elsewhere.  Did  the  Senator  desire  to  confine  them 
all  to  the  same  quarter  section?  The  section  gave 
mem  no  floating  claim,  but  confined  them  to  land 
immediately  contiguous.  In  this  respect  it  was 
more  restricted  than  the  law  of  1830,  for  that  allow- 
ed  them  each  a  floating  claim.  It  had  been  said 
that  great  frauds  had  been  perpetrated  under  cover 
of  these  floats,  and  the  evil  was  not  corrected  by 
the  most  illiberal  law  Congress  had  ever  passed. 
The  gentleman  apprehended  great  danger  from 
speculators  uniting  to  settle  on  a  single  quarter  sec- 
tion; but  it  would  be  most  extraordinary  should  a 
man  come  all  the  way  from  the  old  States,  settling 
woods  and  making  improvements,  for  the  sake  of 
the  profit  he  might  make  on  one  single  quarter  sec- 
tion of  land.  Mr.  C.  adverted  to  the  small  profit 
gained  by  the  Government  from  the  auction  sys- 
tem, and  the  advantage  of  parcelling  out  the  land 
among  numerous  settlers.  He  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  repelled  the  idea  of  offer- 
ing amendments  for  the  sake  of  impeding  final  ac- 
tion on  the  bill,  and  insisted  that  his  amendment 
would  be  preventive  of  much  fraud,  and  that  it 
went  no  further  than  the  law  of  1838. 

Mr.  CIA Y  of  Alabama  said  the  gentleman  was 
mistaken.  He  supposed  the  law  of  1838  to  be  the 
last  pre-emption  law,  and  that  it  was  only  revived 
in  1840;  but  the  law  of  1840  was  supplemental, 
and  was  more  liberal  in  its  provisions  than  the 
law  of  1838. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Connecticut  had  called  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  the  fact  that  a  general  pre-emption 
law,  retrospective  in  its  character,  had  been  passed 
in  1840}  to  continue  for  two  years,  thereby  demon- 
strating that  there  was  no  pressing  necessity 
at  all  for  acting  on  the  subject  of  pre- 
emption at  the  present  session.  He  bad  risen 
to  express  his  thanks  to  the  Senator  for  the  amend- 
ment he  had  now  proposed,  and,  unless  gentle- 
men did  actually  intend  that  the  bill  should  operate 
in  a  manner  different  from  that  which  it  professed 
on  its  face,  he  hoped  the  amendment  would  pass. 
Mr.  C's  objections  to  pre-emption  laws  were 
founded  on  the  abuses  lo  whieb  they  always  gave 
rise.  They  became,  for  the  most  part,  mere  in- 
struments of  speculation;  the  poor  man,  for  whom 
they  were  professedly  passed,  derived  little  or  no 
benefit  from  them.  The  benefit  enured  to  the  spe- 
culator alone.  How  would  this  bill  work  in  prac- 
tice? A  new  and  fertile  tract  of  land  had  just  been 
purchased  from  some  Indian  tribe. '  From  the  fer- 
tility of  its  soil  and  the  advantages  of  its  situation, 
it  offered  a  most  inviting  prospect  for  settlement. 
The  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished,  but  the 
land  had  not  yet  been  surveyed.  What  would  be 
the  effect?  A  company  of  speculators  would  em- 
ploy a  number  of  men  to  go  on  tbis  fresh  and  rich 
land,  put  up  a  log  building  by  a  spring,  and  thus 
obtain  pre-emption  rights  to  each  man.  The  com- 
pany will  immediately  purchase  from  them  for  a 
trifle,  and,  distributing  their  rights  on  the  adjacent 
land,  would  thus  possess  themselves  of  a  choice 
tract  of  the  best  land  at  Government  price.  The 
Senator  from  Alabama,  however,  had  insisted  on 
the  limitation  that  the  settlers  must  take  their 
rights  only  from  contiguous  land;  but  could  any 
thing  be  more  vague  than  this?  Suppose  a  hun- 
dred men  should  be  employed  to  settle,  and  it 
should  be  found  that  they  could  not  get  their 
hundred  quarter-sections  on  land  immediately  ad- 
'  joining  that  on  which  they  set  themselves  down, 
would  they  not  spread  themselves  through  the 
township,  or  over  into  a  contiguous  township?  for 
the  provision  in  the  law  must  be  interpreted  so  as, 
if  possible,  to  satisfy  the  right  of  the  party  claiming 

nder  it;  and  if  they  could  not  lay  their  pre-emp- 

on  on  lands  immediately  contiguous,  they  must  do 


the  .next  best  thing  to  comply  with  the  law,  and 
take  their  lands  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood. 
Such  he  was  very  confident  would  be  found  to  be 
the  practical  result  of  this  bill,  and  Mr.  C.  would 
here  predict,  in  regard  to  the  present  law,  as  in  re- 
gard to  all  other  laws,  so  far  as  they  departed  from 
our  old,  venerable,  and  excellent  land  system,  that 
it  would  redound  to  the  benefit  of  speculators.  As 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Connecticut  was  in  the  very  spirit  of  the 
arguments  advanced  by  the  friends  or  the  bill,  he 
trusted  that  they  would  now  demonstrate  that  they 
were  not  insincere  in  the  grounds  they  had  taken. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  now  withdrew  the  call 
for  the  ayes  and  nays;  and 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  insisted  on  the  call. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  read  to  the  Senate  a 
section  of  the  law  of  1840. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  observed  that  the  section 
of  the  law  just  read  had  no  reference  to  his  amend- 
ment. His  design  was  to  provide  that,  if  a  num- 
ber of  persons  should  agree  to  settle  on  one  small 
tract,  ihey  should  not  thereby  entitle  themselves, 
each,  to  a  quarter  section  of  land.  There  was  land 
enough,  which  might  be  embraced^  by  the  term 
"contiguous,"  to  extend  tbis  privilege" to  a  thousand 
individuals. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  briefly  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, and  could  not  conceive  why  gentlemen  should 
be  opposed  to  a  provision,  the  sole  object  of  which 
was  to  get  the  land  settled. 

Mr.  KING  of  Alabama  said  he  was  prepared  to 
go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  in  favor  of  the  pre- 
emption system,  but  be  could  not  approve  of  that 
section  in  the  bill  now  proposed  to  be  amended.  It 
was  going  back  too  much  tj  the  old  system  of 
"floats,*1  under  which  frauds  innumerable  had 
been  perpetrated  and  proved.  The  amendment 
was  proper  in  itself,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be 
adopted  without  insisting  on  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  thereupon 
withdrawn,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  now  offered  an  amend- 
ment, which  proposed  to  strike  out  the  word  "eigh- 
teen," and  insert  "twenty-one,"  thereby  confining 
the  benefits  of  the  bill  to  heads  of  families,  widows, 
and  single  men  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  yearr • 
He  said  he  thought  the  bill,  in  its  present  form, 
with  the  provision  for  miuors,  would  be  highly  in- 
expedient. It  was  likely  to  produce  one  of  two 
evils,  and  perhaps  both.  It  would  either  encourage 
minors,  who  were  under  parental  government,  and 
who  had  not  the  capacity  in  law  to  enter  Into  a  va- 
lid contract,  prematurely  to  leave  their  native  home, 
under  the  temptation  of  getting  a  pre-emption  right 
in  the  public  lands;  or,  if  an  individual  who  went 
upon  the  land.was  the  head  of  a  family,  and  had 
sons  over  eighteen  year?,  instead  of  obtaining  a 
single  quarter  section — which  was  the  benefit  the 
bill  professed  to  give  him — he  might,  through  his 
sons,  obtain  two  or  perhaps  three  quarter  sections 
more.  He  believed  that  it  had  never  before  been 
proposed  to  grant  tracts  of  the  public  lands  to  any 
but  adults,  unless  they  were  beads  of  families. 
The  law  of  1838  confined  its  provisions,  as  to  sin- 
gle persons,  to  such  as  were  over  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  and  Mr.  H.  was  for  following  in  the  same 
path. 

Mr.  NORVELL  said  that  he  could  not  see  any 
great  necessity  for  the  amendment,  or  any  great 
danger  from  the  bill  as  it  stood,  because  there  could 
not  be  very  many  minors  in  the  same  family  be- 
tween the  ages  of  18  and  21.  Every  body  ac- 
quainted with.  Western  habits  knew  that  nothing 
was  iu ore  common  than  for  young  men  to  leave 
their  homes  before  they  were  of  age. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  suggested  that  young 
men  at  the  South  ware  in  the  habit  of  marrying 
earlier  than  in  the  colder  climate  of  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut.  They  often  married  before 
they  were  twenty-one,  cr  at  least  had  a  contract  on 
band. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  that  undoubtedly  the 
gentleman  was  correct;  bnt,  if  his  object  was  to 
provide  homes  for  young  gentlemen  who  married 
so  soon  as  tbis,  why  was  not  the  clause  of  (he  bill 
confined  expressly  to  such  cases? 


Mr.  PRENTISS  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  and  hoped  it  would  be  adopted: 
for,  although  he  was  opposed  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  he  wished  to  render  its  provisions  as  un- 
exceptionable as  possible.  In  the  remarks  he  had 
taken  occasion  to  make  in  the  commencement  of 
the  debate,  he  had  expressed  his  opinion  upon  the 
policy  of  pre-emption  laws  in  general,  and  especial- 
ly upon  the  policy  of  tbis  particular  bill — a  bill, 
he  was  obliged  to  repeat,  new  and  unprecedented 
in  its  character,  and  most  extensive  in  its  opera- 
tion. While  all  former  laws  upon  the  subject  had 
been  retrospective  and  temporary,  this  was  to  be 
prospective  and  permanent  It  not  only  enlarged 
and  extended  the  pre-emption  policy  beyond  all 
pjdvious  precedent  or  example,  but  in  fact  intro- 
duced new  principles  into  the  system.  Not  content 
with  subjecting  the  whole  public  domain,  surveyed 
and  unsnrveyed,  to  the  operation  of  future  pre- 
emption, without  any  limitation  of  time,  the  hill 
broke  in  upon  the  relations  of  parent  and  child,  and 
invited  minors,  young  men  under  age,  to  desert  the 
family  roof  before  their  maturity,  and  seek  their 
fortunes  in  the  wilderness  of  the  West.  If  the  hill 
must  pass,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  at  least,  that  it 
would  be  divested  of  this  very  objectionable  fea- 
ture. 

The  bill,  Mr.  P.  said,  proposed  a  new  and  un- 
tried experiment,  and  be  feared  that  it  would  be  as 
mischievous  in  its  consequences  as  he  deemed  it 
unsound  in  principle  and  disorganizing  in  tendency. 
An  hcnorable  Senaror  had  yesterday,  in  justifica- 
tion and  support  of  the  bill,  referred  to  certain  laws 
which  existed  in  some  of  the  States  of  New  Bag- 
land.  The  honorable  member  seemed  to  think 
that  between  these  laws  and  pre-emption  laws 
there  was  a  striking  analogy,  and  that  both  rested 
essentially  upon  the  same  principle.  Nothing,  in 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  P.  could  be  more  erroneous. 
The  laws  to  which  reference  had  been  made  were 
not  of  a  mere  arbitrary  character,  as  was  supposed, 
but  derived  their  origin  from  an  ancient  and  ap- 
proved principle — a  principle  as  old  as  the  system 
of  equity  itself — as  old  as  the  code  of  the  civil  law. 
They  were  little  more,  in  substance,  than  the  en- 
actment into  the  form  of  law  of  a  well  known  rale 
of  equity,  making  that  a  legal  which  was  before 
essentially  an  equitable  right,  and  providing  for  it 
a  simple,  cheap,  and  expeditions  remedy.  They 
allowed  a  party  entering  upon  land  under  color  of 
title,  supposing  himself  to  have  a  valid  right,  hat 
whose  title,  on  the  trial  of  an  ejectment,  turned 
out  to  be  defective,  to  recover  compensation  for 
his  improvements,  or  rather,  for  what  he  had  made 
the  land  better.  But,  to  entitle  himself  lo  compensa- 
tion, the  party  was  obliged  to  show  that  he  had  en- 
tered under  a  deed,  under  a  claim  of  title  apparent- 
ly good.  The  laws  gave  no  relief,  nor  afforded 
any  favor  to  mere  naked,  wilful  intruders,  nor  did 
they  hold  out  any  inducement  or  encouragement*) 
lawless  invasions  or  wrongful  intrusions  upon  the 
property  of  another.  They  were  never  prmpectim, 
but  always  refrejptcffoi,  applying  only  to  past 
cases,  and  were  enacted  from  time  to  time,  as  the 
purposes  of  justice  seemed  to  require.  Nothing 
could  be  more  just  than  that,  if  the  legal  owner 
would  lay  by,  without  asserting  his  title,  and  suf- 
fer a  purchaser,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  un- 
der a  supposed  but  mistaken  right,  lo  expend  labor 
and  money  upon  his  land,  and  thereby  augment  its 
value,  he  should  not  be  allowed  to  turn  the  inno- 
cent party  out  of  possession  without  lemoiierating 
him  to  the  extent  of  the  real  worth  of  bis  improve- 
ments. Such  was,  in  substance  and  effect,  the  laws 
which  bad  been  referred  to,  and  it  was  quite  a  mis- 
take to  suppose  that  they  afforded  any  countenance 
or  support  to  preemption  laws,  and  especially  to  I 
law  like  the  one  proposed  by  this  bill. 

If  (said  Mr.  P.)  there  was  no  other  objection  to 
the  bill  than  the  powerful  temptation  it  held  out  lo 
emigration,  that  objection  alone  would  be  sufficient 
with  him.  It  might  be  well  to  look  into  the  statis- 
tics of  some  of  the  old  States,  and  see  what  had 
been  the  progress  and  what  was  the  present  stale  of 
their  population.  That  would  enable  them  lo 
judge  whether  it  was  wise  or  just,  by  acts  of  legis- 
lation, to  create  motives  and  inducements  which 
could  not  fail  to  give  a  new  and  active  impulse  to 
emigration.    He  would  ask  attention  to  the  ooadi- 
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tioa  of  Iris  own  State.  la  1830,  the  population  of 
Vermont  was  over  two  hundred  and  thirty-five 
thousand;  in  1830,  over  two  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand;  and  now,  a  little  short  of  two  hundred 
and  ninety-two  thousand.  1 1  would  thus  be  seen  that 
from  1890  to  1830  the  inert ase  was  about  forty- 
five  thousand,  while  from  1830  to  1840  it  was  only 
•bout  eleven  thousand.  And  bow  did  the  account 
stand  in  regard  to  the  neighboring  State  of  New 
Hampshire?  In  1830,  the  population  of  that  State 
was  two  hundred  aad  foity-four  thousand;  in  1830, 
iwo  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand;  and  now, 
about  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  thousand. 
From  1830  to  1830  the  increase  was  full  twenty- 
five  thousand,  while  from  1830  to  1840  it  was  only 
about  fourteen  thousand.  In  some  of  the  towns  in 
Vermont,  the  population  had  diminished  in  the  last 
ten  years,  and  there  was  reason  to  presume  that 
such  was  the  ca«e  in  New  Hampshire.  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  manufacturing  business,  which,  though 
greatly  depressed  of  late,  had  built  up  considerable 
▼illages  in  different  parts,  it  was  probable  mat  the 
aggregate  of  population  would  not  have  been  aug- 
mented at  all  in  either  State,  but  might  have  been 
diminished. 

In  view  of  these  startling  facts,  Mr.  P.  said  it 
was  quite  impossible  for  him,  representing,  as  he 
did,  aa  old  State,  to  give  his  support  to  a  measure 
which  offered  a  bounty,  and  a  most  tempting  boun- 
ty, too,  to  emigration.  While  he  would  impose  no 
restraints  upon  emigration,  but  leave  every  one  to  go 
where  he  pleased,  he  would  give  it  no  extraordinary 
facilities  or  encouragement,  and  especially  such  en- 
couragement as  this  bill  held  out,  and  which  no  one 
could  flnl  to  see  must  operate  very  injuriously  upon 
the  old  States.  Emigration  to  the  new  States  was 
lipid  enough;  and  one  would  think  that  they  ought 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  surprising  and  almost  in- 
credible accumulations  their  population  was  annu- 
ally receiving,  without  exacting  new  facilities  aad 
new  encouragement  at  the  expense  of  the  old 
Slates.  This  was  what  their  true  ioterest  did  not 
require,  and  what  they  had  no  right  to  demand. 
At  any  rate  it  was  what,  coming  as  Mr.  P.  did  from 
an  old  State,  and  meaning  to  perform  his  duty  faith- 
fully in  the  station  he  had  the  honor  to  occupy,  he 
was  not  willing  to  yield. 

Public  attention  (Mr.  P.  said)  was  awakened  to 
the  great  and  momentous  subject  of  the  public 
lands.  The  statesmen  and  patriots  of  the  country 
were  beginning  to  see  and  feel  the  importance,  and 
even  the  necessity,  of  adjusting  the  question,  and 
that  speedily,  too.  It  was  not  difficult  to  see  that 
the  public  lands,  if  not  made  or  used  as  a  bribe  for 
votes,  would  become,  more  and  more,  a  cause  of 
jealousy  and  collision  of  interest  between  the  old 
and  new  States,  tending  not  only  to  conflict  of  opi- 
nion* but  to  alienation  of  feeling.  Every  one 
knew,  aad  well  knew,  that  the  question  had  already 
entered,  more  or  less,  into  the  politics  of  the  coun- 
try, and  exerted  a  powerful,  if  not  a  corrupting  in- 
fluence in  elections;  and  unless  the  question  was 
soon  disposed  of,  it  would  not  only  create  a  combi- 
nation of  interest,  attended  with  concert  of  action, 
of  a  nature  and  aspect  at  once  alarming  and  threat- 
ening, but  engender  a  sectional  spirit,  fostered  and 
inflamed  as  it  might  be  by  interested  and  ambitious 
politicians*  of  fearful  influence,  and  most  dangerous 
tendency.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Calhoun]  had  been  so  deeply  impressed  with  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  evils  which  threatened  the 
country  from  this  source,  that  he  had  felt  it  his  du- 
ty,, as  a  public  man,  to  bring  forward  a  proposition 
for  settling  ihe  question,  by  ceding  away  and  dis- 
posing at  once  of  the  lands  themselves.  While 
Mr.  P.  agreed  with  the  honorable  Senator  as  to  the 
necessity  of  a  speedy  adjustment  of  the  question,  he 
could  not  agree  with  him  as  to  the  mode  of  dotng 
it.  He  did  not  think  that  the  proposition  to  cede 
the  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  were  situate, 
would  remove  any  of  the  evils  they  had  reason  to 
apprehend  from  suffering  the  question  to  remain 
open  and  undecided.  Passing  by  all  other  objec- 
tions to  the  proposition,  it  was  enough  that  the  ces- 
sion proposed  would  create  the  relation  of  debtor 
and  creditor  between  the  new  States  and  the  Gene- 
ral Government;  a  relation,  above  all  others,  to  be 
deprecated  and  studiously  avoided.  Besides,  if  the 
new  States,  without  a  cession,  would  insist,  as  had 


been  said,  without  even  a  plausible  pretence  of 
right,  npou  having  all  the  lands  to  themselves  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  old  States,  they  would  be  quite 
as  likely,  after  a  cession,  to  insist,  against  right, 
upon  keeping  to  themselves  all  the  money  which 
the  lands  produced. 

In  the  opinion  of  Mr.  P.  the  only  plan  which 
seemed  to  be  at  the  same  time  practicable,  consti- 
tutional, and  likely  to  settle  the  question  finally 
and  satisfactorily,  was  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  t|ie  lands  among  the  States.  A  division  in  fair 
and  just  proportions  among  all  the  States  could  not 
fail  to  command  general  acquiescence,  to  secure 
general  approbation,  and  give  general  satisfaction. 
It  would  put  an  end  at  once  and  forever  to  a  dan- 
gerously disturbingand  distracting  question.  There 
would  no  longer  exist  among  politicians  any  mo- 
tive for  agitation  on  the  subject.  It  was  moreover 
the  only  conservative  measure — the  only  measure 
which  would  preserve  the  public  domain,  save  this 
great  interest  of  the  country  from  spoliation,  and 
secure  permanently,  and  for  generations  to  come, 
its  benefits  to  all  the  States. 

It  has  been  said,  among  other  things,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  measure,  that  if  they  took  from  the 
Treasury  the  revenues  arising  from  the  public 
lands,  lor  the  purpose  of  distribution,  they  would 
be  obliged  to  provide  in  some  way  for  the  deficien- 
cy it  would  occasion;  and  that  it  would  be  idle  and 
foolish  to  distribute  the  money  among  the  States, 
and  then  impose  taxes  to  supply  its  place.  Mr.  P. 
-would  frankly  admit  that  the  reasoning  of  gentle- 
men would  be  unanswerable,  and  he  should  feel 
himself  bound  to  vote  against  distribution,  if,  in 
his  opinion,  Congress  had  the  right  either  to  distri- 
bute or  retain  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  at  its  dis- 
cretion, and  the  question  was  simply  a  question 
whether  so  much  money  should  be  retained  or  dis- 
tributed, and  nothing  more.  In  his  view,  the  ques- 
tion went  far  beyond  that,  and  involved  other  and 
higher  considerations.  It  was  a  question  which 
agitated  and  distracted  the  councils  of  the  nation, 
and  affected  the  peace,  tranquillity,  and  harmony 
of  the  Union.  It  was  on  high  considerations  of 
public  policy,  for  the  sake  of  settling  the  question, 
and  at  the  same  time  giving  to  the  States  what 
rightfully  belonged  to  them,  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  distribution.  It  was  his  deliberate  opinion,  long 
since  formed  and  settled,  that  the  States  were  fairly 
and  justly  entitled  to  the  proceeds  of  all  the  public 
lands  embraced  in  the  compacts  of  cession.  He 
had  given  the  reasons  for  this  opinion  on  a  former 
occasion,  and  he  did  not  know  that  he  could  add 
any  thing,  either  new  or  material,  to  what  he  then 
said.  He  then  considered,  as  he  now  considered, 
that  the  question  depended  upon  the  terms  of  the 
deeds  of  cession,  connected  with  certain  provisions 
of  the  Constitution. 

The  deed  from  Virginia,  the  leading  and  most 
important  deed,  and  the  only  one  material  to  be 
noticed,  declared  that  the  lands  ceded  "shall  be 
considered  as  a  common  fund,  for  the  use  and  be* 
nefitof  rasa  of  the  United  States  as  have  become, 
or  shall  become,  members  of  the  Confederation  or 
federal  alliance  of  said  States,  Virginia  includvt, 
according  to  their  usual  rrnpect its  proportions  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure;  and  shall  be  faith- 
fully and  tonaftds  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and 
for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

It  would  be  difficult,  giving  to  language  its  /air 
and  legitimate  sense,  to  make  this  clause  any  thing 
more  or  less  than  a  declaration  of  trust  in  behalf 
of  the  respective  States  composing  the  Confedera- 
tion. Such  was  its  obvious  import  and  meaning. 
The  words  "for  the  use  and  benefit  •/  such  of  the 
United  Stales,  dYc.  Virginia  inclusive,"  could  be  re- 
garded as  nothing  else  than  a  declaration  in  terms 
that  the  cession  was  a  grant  to  the  use  of  the  seve- 
ral States.  But  not  only  was  the  use  declared  to 
the  States  as  Stater,  the  proportion  in  which  the 
States  should  share  in  the  use  was  also  declared. 
A  rule  was  given  for  apportioning  the  fund  among 
the  States;  and  the  insertion  of  a  rule  of  apportion- 
ment, of  itself,  necessarily  implied  a  several,  sepa- 
rate interest  in  the  States  in  the  common  fund. 
They  were  to  share  in  it  "according  to  the  usual 
respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  ex- 
penditure;" that  is,  they  were  to  bhare  resptctiveUf 
n  the  fund,  each  State  to  havs  its  proportion,  its 


distributive  share,  according  to  the  ratio  prescribed. 
This  was  the  plain  import  of  the  language  used, 
and  there  was  nothing  in  the  vorte"camnonfmdn 
which  at  all  varied  or  in  any  way  qualified  the 
meaning.  In  the  case  of  a  grant  to  A,  in  trust  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  B,  C,  and  D,  the  fund  would 
be  a  common  fend,  whether  so  declared  or  not,  but 
the  beneficial  interest  would  be  several.  Nor  was 
the  meaning  at  all  affected,  as  some  had  contended 
it  was,  by  the  words  in  the  concluding  clause, 
"aad  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of 
for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose 
whatsoever."  Disposed  of  for  what  purpose?  The 
words  referred  to  an  antecedent  member  of  the  sen- 
tence, and  supposed  the  substantive  object  of  the 
grant  to  have  been  previously  declared  and  stated. 
And  what  was  it?  Why,  to  form  "a  common  fund 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  tuck  of  the  United  States, 
Ac.  Virginia  inclusive,"  (fee  That  was  the  declared 
purpose  of  the  grant,  and  that  was  the  purpose  for 
which  the  lands  were  required  to  be  sold.  The 
words  "according  to  the  usual  rospadtt*  proportions 
in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure"  were  used, 
not  to  designate  the  object  or  purpose  of  the  grant, 
but  to  give  a  measure  of  apportionment,  and  limit 
and  fix  the  respective  interests  of  the  States  in  the 
fund.  The  short  and  true  reading  of  the  deed 
then  was,  that  the  cession  was  a  grant  to  the  Con- 
federation by  one  member  of  it,  for  the  ase  and 
benefit  of  itself  and  the  several  other  members  of 
it,  respectively,  to  be  shared  by  them  in  the  propor- 
tions specified.  Such  was  clearly  the  nature  and 
effect  of  the  cession  under  the  Confederation;  and 
had  the  substitution  of  the  present  Constitution  and 
Government  in  the  place  of  the  Confederation 
worked  any  change  in  the  rights  of  the  States  to  the 
fund?  Whether  it  had  or  not,  would  be  seen  from 
the  Constitution  itself: 

"The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispos*  of  and  mast  all 
needful  rules  and  regulation*  respecting  the  territory  or  other 
property  belonging  to  the  United  Stale*;  and  nothing  in  this 
Constitution  •hail  be  eo  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claim  of 
the  United  Skates,  or  of  any  particular  State." 

"Alt  debts  contracted,  and  engagements  entered  Into,  before 
the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against  the 


These  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  which 
were  the  only  ones  having  any  bearing  upon  the 
question,  instead  of  extinguishing  or  impairing, 
in  any  degree,  the  obligation  of  the  compacts  of 
cession,  saved  and  confirmed  all  the  antecedent 
rights  springing  out  of  them.  The  new  Constitu- 
tion superseded  the  old  Confederation,  but  the  trust  t 
continued  a  subsisting  and  binding  trust,  and  the 
beneficial  interest  in  the  lands  remained,  as  be- 
fore, in  the  States.  If  it  had  so  happened  that  the 
trust  could  not  now  be.  executed  in  ihe  precise 
manner  designated  and  directed  by  the  deed  of 
cession,  then,  according  to  well  known  and  esta- 
blished principles,  it  was  to  be  executed  as  nearly 
in  that  meaner  as  was  practicable,  or  in  such 
other  way  as  would  give  effect  to  thejtrost.  tf 
Congress  could  tot  apportion  the  fund  among  the 
States  in  the  mode  specified  and  prescribed,  it  was 
bound  to  adopt  such  other  course  as  would  ap- 
proximate in  its  results  the  nearest  to  that 
mode. 

Such,  Mr.  P.  said,  was  his  reasoning  upon  the 
question  at  the  last  session,  and  what  he  had  now 
said  upon  it  was  little  else  than  a  repetition,  in  sub- 
stance, of  what  he  then  said.  Distribution,  be 
would  repeat,  was,  in  his  judgment,  the  right  of 
the  States.  Justice  not  only  required  it,  but  it  was 
demanded  by  considerations' of  policy  of  the  high- 
est and  most  weighty  nature.  He  thought  the 
thanks  of  the  country  were  due  to  the  honorable 
Senator  who  originally  {brought  forward  the  pro- 
position. It  was  a  wise,  just,  and  conciliatory 
measure;  and  Mr.  P.  would  venture  to  say  that, 
among  all  the  measures  which  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Kentucky  had  originated,  and 
which  had  rendered,  and  would,  in  future  history, 
render  his  name  signally  conspieions,  the  mea- 
sure of  distribution,  above  all  others,  would  be  re- 
garded by  posterity  aa  the  highest  and  strongest 
evidence  of  his  wisdom,  his  sagacity,  his.  enlarged 
and  enlightened  patriotism. 

Mr.  P.  said  there  was  one  other  topic,  not  very 
intimately  connected,  it  was  true,  with  the  subject 
before  the  Senate,  upon  which  he  wished  to  say  a 
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wnraVer  two.  It  ww  a  topic  which  bad  arisen 
ratter  incidentally  in  the  course  of  the  discussion, 

*  and  he  noticed  it,  not  because  it  had  any  imme- 
diate- bearing  upon  the  merits  of  the  main  question, 
tut  on  account  ofite  general  importance,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  expressing  his  dissent  from  some 
of  the  doctrines  which  gentlemen  had  taken  occa- 
sion to  advance  upon  it. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  States  had  the  un- 
qualified and  exclusive  right  to  determine  and  fix 
the  qualifications  of  electors,  and  might  by  their 
Constitutions  or  laws  admit  whomsoever  they 
pleased,  whether  citizens  or  aliens,  to  vote  in  elec- 
tions either  of  State  or  Federal  officers.  To  that 
<deetrine  Mr.  P.  could  by  no  means  agree.  It  was 
aof  only,  in  his  opinion,  repugnant  to  sound,  ac- 
knowledged principles  of  national  policy,  but  wss 
ineottpatible  with  the  express  provision  and  plain 
object  and  intention  of  the  Constitution  ot  the 
United  Suites. 

The  Constitution  gave  to  Congress  the  power 
"to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalisation.'1 
The  power  thus  given  was,  from  its  very  nature, 
national,  and,  though  not  made  so  in  express  terms, 
was  of  course  exclusive,  as  much  so  as  the  power 
to  regulate  commerce,  or  the  power  to  declare  war. 
The  States  being  one  nation  under  the  Constitution, 
and  these  powers  being  all  equally  and  strictly  na- 
tional in  their  nature  and  character,  they  could  be 
exercised  only  by  the  National  Government.  It 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  the  Union, 
and  the  objects  of  the  General  Government,  to  al- 
low either  of  the  powers  to  be  exercised  by  the 
States.  Congress  was  empowered  to  establish  a 
uniform  role  of  naturalization,  and  for  die  purpose 
t  of  securing  uniformity  on  a  subject  of  such  high 
national  concern,  the  power  was  surrendered  by 
the  States  and  vested  in  the  General  Government. 

It  was  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  no  one  could  be 
a  citizen  of  sny  State  without  being  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States.  The  Constitution  declares  that 
"the  cilizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States."  A  citizen  of  any  one  State,  there- 
fore, must  have  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  citi- 
aen  in  every  other  State;  and  this  consideration 
alone,  if  nothing  else  would  do  it,  demonstiated 
the  utter  repugnancy  and  incompatibility-  of  the 
exercise  of  the  power  by  the  Slates.  It  was  true 
that  it  wab  once  supposed,  and  indeed  even  held  by 
the  judiciary,  that  the  Slates  possessed  a  concur- 
rent authority  in  the  matter  of  naturalization;  but, 
m  considering  the  nature  and  purpose  of  the  power, 

*  and  that  such  concurrent  authority  would  render 
the  power  entirely  nugatory  and  wholly  defeat  its 

•  policy,  the  error  which  prevailed  for  a  time  had  at 
length  given  way  to  sounder  reasoning  and  more 
comprehensive  and  enlightened  views  upon  the  sub- 
ject, so  that  it  might  now  be  considered  as  settled 
and  established  that  the  power  was  exeelusive. 

•  The  power  of  naturalization^iven  in  the  Con- 
stitution, Mr.  P.  said,  necessarily  implied  that  no 
one  could  be  a  citizen,  or  enjoy  the  full  rights  of  a 
citizen,  who  was  not  such  by  nativity  of  birth,  ex- 
cept by  naturalization.  Every  one,  therefore,  was 
an  alien  who  was  not  a  citizen,  either  native  or  na- 

-  turaeHzed;  and  the  question  was,  could  the  elective 
franchise  be  given  to  aliens,  to  persons  who  owed 
no  allegiance  to  the  country,  but  were  bound  by 
allegiance  to  a  foreign  country,  which  was  the  le- 
gal condition  of  every  alien?  If  the  Suites  could 
not  exercise  the  power  of  naturalization,  could 
they  confer  all  the  essential  civil  and  political 
rights  and  privileges  which  naturalization  gave?  If 
they  could  not  directly,  in  a  legal  and  constitutional 
sense,  make  an  alien  a  citizen,  could  they  give  bim 
all  the  rights  which  belonged  to  a  citizen,  and  thus 
indirectly,  but  substantially,  exercise  the  power  of 
naturalisation?  It  appeared  to  Mr.  P.  to  be  very 
plain  that  they  could  not.  The  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
and  it  was  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  every  State 
Constitution*  or  law  which  was  repugnant  to  any  of 
its  provisions  was  of  no  validity,  and  could  confer 
no  rights.  If  an  alien,  without  naturalization, 
could  nave  and  enjoy  all  the  rights,  dvil  and  politi- 
cal, which  properly  appertained  to  a  citizen,  he 
would  be,  to  every  intent  and  purpose,  a  citizen  in 


every  thing  but  in  name.  There  would  be  nothing 
left  of  his  alienism  but  a  mere  abstraction. 

Mr.  P.  said  it  was  very  clear  to  him  that  the 
right  to  vote  in  political  elections  could  only  be  be- 
stowed upon  citizens,  native  or  naturalized.  The 
supreme  power,  according  to  the  theory  of  the 
American  Governments,  rested  wholly  in  the  citi- 
zens, or,  in  the  language  of  the  Constitution,  in  the 
jMtpji_a  word  evidently  used  as  synonymous  with 
etftssnt— and  it  might  be/usumed,  as  an  elementary 
principle  in  our  political  institutions,  that  the  exer- 
cise of  the  powers  of  Government  could  be  dele- 
gated by  none  but  citizens,  and  only  to  citizens. 
Citizenship,  on  the  general  principles  of  law  and 
reason,  was  essential  to  the  capacity  of  an  elector. 
Though  every  citizen  might  not  be  an  elector,  no 
one  could  be  an  elector  who  was  not  a  citizen.  It 
was  true,  the  States  might  superadd,  or  dispense 
with,  other  qualifications;  but  they  could  not  give, 
of  dispense  with,  the  fundamental  one  of  citizen- 
ship. They  might,  perhaps,  repeal  the  common 
law,  which  disabled  an  alien  to  hold  lands,  and 
give  him  all  the  rights  of  property;  they  might,  per- 
haps, remove  other  disqualifications,  and  allow  him 
to  be  a  juror,  or  to  enjoy  other  civil  rights  depend- 
ing on  municipal  regulation  and  of  mere  munici- 
pal concern.  But  when  they  added  to  these  civil 
rights  the  political  privileges  which  belonged  only 
to  a  citizen,  such  as  the  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise,  which  was  the  highest  function  of  a  citi- 
zed,  and  was  of  general  and  national  concern,  the 
constituency  of  the  State  Governments  being  the 
constituency  of  the  General  Government,  they  did 
that  in  substance,  if  not  in  form,  which  was  pal' 
pably  at  variance  with  the  meaning,  spirit,  and  po- 
licy of  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that,  as  he  was  very 
friendly  to  early  marriages,  he  could  not  consent  to 
vote  for  the  amendment;  and,  indeed,  on  a  little 
reflection,  he  was  persuaded  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut  would  never  find  it  in  his  heart  to  de- 
prive a  yonng  fellow  who  was  under  twenty-one, 
and  had  an  affectionate  wife  of  eighteen,  from  get- 
ting a  pre-emption  right  and  settling  down  in  life. 
As  to  our  Western  boys,  he  behevrd  many  of  them 
were  disposed  to  marry  early,  and  he  thought  that 
those  who  did  so,  ought  not  to  be  discouraged  from 
going  into  the  new  country.  Give  them  a  fair 
chance;  and  even  those  who  were  not  married,  let 
them  go  and  erect  a  log  cabin,  and  get  it  ready  to 
accommodate  a  wife  immediately  after  they  should 
be  twentyone.  He  thought  it  would  be  rather  a 
reflection  on  the  Senate  should  they  refuse  so 
small  a  boon.  The  provision  in  the  bill  could 
do  no  harm,  and  he  could  not  consent  to  strike 
it  out. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  said  his  colleague 
had  proposed  an  amendment  which  he  deemed  a 
very  proper  one,  and  that  he  should  have  given  his 
vote  for  it  with  great  cheerfulness,  had  a  vote  been 
taken  upon  it;  but  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  sustain 
the  one  new  offered  by  him.  He  remarked  that  if 
the  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  new  lands 
were  primary  considerations  with  the  people  of 
this  nation,  collectively  or  individually,  he  thought 
the  people  of  the  old  Slates  would  feel  as  deep  an 
interest  in  the  disposition  as  those  of  the  new;  and 
it  was  his  opinion  that  the  inhabitant*  of  the  old 
States,  and  especially  those  of  the  Eastern  States, 
would  be  quite  as  much  benefited,  if  not  more,  by 
pre-emption  law?,  than  those  of  the  new.  Had 
there  not  been  (said  Mr.  S.)  great  inducements  to 
the  enterprising  people  of  the  Eastern  States—and 
none  were  more  enterprising  than  the  people  of 
Connecticut,  whom  he,  in  part,  had  the  honor  to 
represent — to  emigrate  and  settle  upon  the  new 
lands  at  the  West,  there  would  probably  have  been 
as  dense  a  population  at  this  time  in  many  ef  the 
old  States,  or  nearly  so,  as  in  the  most  crowded 
European  States;  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  cheek 
the  spirit  of  emigration,  by  which  they  were  so 
signally  marked,  and  from  which  so  much  personal 
benefit  had  been  derived;  and  he  was  disposed  to 
give  them  every  advantage  that  they  could  have  by 
emigration,  not  as  an  inducement  to  go,  but,  if  they 
were  disposed  to  go,  as  a  compensation  for  the 
many  sacrifices  they  were  compelled  to  make,  in 
"  .leaving  a  well  cultivated  land,  with  all  the  conve- 
niences and  comforts  it  afforded  them,  for  a  wild 


and  uncultivated  country,  where  deprivation*  .and 
hardships  surrounded  them  for  many  years.  Often 
families  moved  with  only  the  means  of  carrying 
them  there,  and  without  any  thing  to  purchase  or 
pay  for  bread  after  their  arrival.  Preemption 
rights,  in  such  eases,  would  be  very  valuable  to 
them,  and  often  equal  to  a  small  capital.  They 
had  only  to  select  a  farm  and  go  to  work,  and  be- 
fore they  were  called  upon  for  payment,  their  farms 
were  sufficiently  cleared  to  enable  them,  not  only  to 
support  their  families,  but  raise  and  spare  produce 
enough  from  them  to  pay  for  the  laud.  Preemption 
rights  will  enable  a  great  many  worthy  citizens  to 
move  into  a  new  country,  where  they  will  soon  rise 
with  (he  country,  from  poverty  to  wealth;  they  are 
there  enabled  to  take  rank  among  their  neighbors, 
and  in  society  which  is  gratifying  to  their  ambition, 
and  to  give  full  scope  to  useful  talents  which  other- 
wise Blight  have  lain  dormant,  and  beenesaothered 
and  stifled  by  the  cold  chills  of  poverty.  A  yeemg 
man  without  means,  by  hiring  himself  out  far  a 
few  years,  as  was  the  custom  in  the  New  England 
States,  could  cam  money  enough  to  buy  buna 
good  farm,  upon  which  be  could  rear  a  respectable 
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and  useful  family,  and  make  him  a  vain 
for  life.  The  impulse  that  is  given  to  society  ly 
such  citizens,  the  rising  West  furnishes  us  with  the 
most  ample  evidence.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing 
to  see  those  who  had  thus  commenced  in  life,  even- 
tual y  become  prosperous  and  wealthy.  There 
were  men  in  the  Western  country  now  worth  fifty, 
sixty,  and  even  a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  who 
bad  gone  to  that  country  with  an  axe,  and  when 
they  went  were  not  worth  the  clothes  they  wore. 
By  hiring  out  and  laborisg  for  others,  at  ten  or  fif- 
teen dollars  a  month,  they  earned  and  savdd  enough 
to  buy  them  a  piece  of  land,  and  by  industry  and 
integrity,  and  strict  attention  to  busmees,  bad 
gained  for  themselves  valuable  reputations,  and 
were  among  the  most  valuable  and  respectable  of 
our  citizens.  A  man  in  the  Eastern  8tatea,  who 
had  a  family  which  he  found  it  difficult  to  aaam- 
tain,  would  move  to  the  West,  bringing  with  ham 
his  family,  and  among  them,  frequently, 
healthy,  and  with  good  constitutions,  bete 
ages  of  eighteen  and  twenty-one:  it  was  a  < 
occurrence.  When  he  arrived  at  the  West,  the 
services  and  labor  of  the  sons  would  command  high 
wages;  and  they  were  not  backward  in  taking  ad- 
vantage of  it,  and  would  hire  out  and  labor  for 
others,  while  the  father  would  clear  and  subdue  a 
piece  of  land  for  himself,  and  in  a  little  while  she 
sons,  from  their  wages,  would  be  enabled  to  pur- 
chase and  own  farms  of  their  own.  Thus  pleasant 
neighborhoods  were  formed,  having  similar  and 
congenial  habits;  and  there  were  nearly  whole 
towns  in  the  Western  country  which  had  been  set- 
tled by  people  originally  moving  from  the  same 
neighborhood  in  the  Eastern  States;  and  though  tar 
removed  from  their  native  land,  were  in  the  full  en- 
joyment of  all  the  social  relations  and  pleasures  thai 
are  so  endearing  to  man. 

The  young  and  inexperienced  members  of  the 
family,  thus  settled  and  established  near,  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  parents,  could  easily  avail  them- 
selves of  their  experience,  and  receive  their  advice 
and  friendly  atd.  The  advantages  derived  from 
society  thus  formed  and  constituted,  both  to  indivi- 
duals and  the  public,  Mr.  S.  said,  were  too  apparent 
to  be  doubled;  and  he  bad  a  strong  desire  te  aid 
them,  in  their  prosperity,  and  certainly  should  not 
knowingly  do  any  thing  to  prevent  it. 
HUNT 


Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  he  \ 
rable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Bocujjun] 
had  furnished  a  more  practical  commentary  man 
he  had  done  on  his  own  doctrine  of  early  mar- 
riages. Mr.  H.  had  no  desire  to  prevent  ufe  pros- 
perity of  enterprising  young  men,  who  chose  to 
marry  early;  and  they  were  embraced  in  (hat  pro- 
vision of  the  bill  which  gives  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion  to  "every  person,  being  ike  headefa  /aea%* 
but  he  could  not  consent  to  give  this  privilege  to 
minors  who  were  yet  single,  as  this  bill  doee>  under 
the  description  of  a  "single  man  over  the  age  of 
eighteen  years. n  In  regard  to  the  latter  class,  be 
was  inclined  to  "follow  in  the  footsteps"  of  our 
"predecessors,"  esteeming  their  policy  on  wis  sub- 
ject to  be  a  wise  one. 

Mr.  MANGUM,  said  thatafer  the  last  vows 
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i  had  been  gives  in  favor  of  this  bill,  he  pre- 
sumed it  was  to  pass,  and  was  desirous  to  make  it 
as  perfect  as  possible.  He  was  willing  that  a 
young  man  over  eighteen  and  under  twenty-one 
should  have  a  preemption  right,  provided  he  was 
u»arried,and  the  head  of  a  family;  but,  if  a  similar 
provision  was  extended  to  other  minors,  be  appeal 
e«  to  gentlemen  to  consider  what  was  the  effect 
likely  to  be  profLoced  on  the  domestic  relations  of 
life  Inviting  yoaag  men  from  the  homestead  of 
their  fathers,  conferring  property  on  them  be- 
fore they  were  of  age,  and  settling  them  in  masses 
in  a  new  country— what  must  be  the  effect  of  this 
on  themselves,  as  well  as  on  the  cemmnnity  into 
the  midst  of  which  they  were  thrown,  without  be- 
isg  bond  to  it  by  any  of  the  ordinary  social  tie*? 
II  went  to  break  op  family  relations,  and  tempt 
yoaag  lads  to  a  breach  of  the  doty  they  owed 
their  parents.  Was  it  wise  thas  to  stimulate  emigre* 
tioa%  and  threw  yonng  and  inexperienced  boys  into 
rirremHawTB  where  they  would  be  exposed  to  ail 
manner  of  imposition?  What  right  had  snch  yonng 
own  to  enter  on  our  pubhc  domain  and  erect  them- 
selves a  leg  cabin  or  other  building  without  the 
consent  of  their  parents?  By  the  laws,  he  believed, 
of  every  State  in  the  Union,  their  personal  ser- 
vieen,  until  they  were  of  tge,  belonged  to  their 
father.  Would  gentlemen  tempt  them  to  desert 
their  duty— to  deprive  their  parents  of  the  aid  on 
which  they  leaned,  and  to  which,  by  the  laws  of 
the  country,  they  were  jenthled,  and  which  they 
might  claim  under  a  law  of  far  higher  origin  and 
far  more  sacred  obligation? 

Mr.NORV£LL  suggested  that,  by  the  laws  of 
thefhmeral  Government,  young  men  of  18  could 
>  purchasers  of  the  public  land.    There  was 
f  to  prevent  it;  and  why,  if  be  went  on  a 

^of  wild  land  with  the  intent  to  make  it  his 
-if  he  cultivated  the  soil,  and  erected  on  it  a 
dwelling,  ought  he  to  be  placed  on  a  worse  footing 
than  others? 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  proposed 
amendment  to  strike  out  18,  and  insert  91,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YBAS-^dessrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Graham,  Henderson, 
HsmtiogtoD,  Kcr,  Knight,  Bfangum,  Merrick, 
Nicholas,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane, 
Baagtes,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sootbarcl,  Webster, 
White,  and  Will  tarns— 94. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Bu- 
chanan, Cay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lusapkia,  Mouton,  Nicholson,  Nor- 
vatl,  Porter,  Robinson,  Sevier,  8m ith  of  Conneeti- 
ewft,  Sturgeon,  Taltraadg*,  Tsppan,  Walker,  Wall, 
Wright,  and  Young— 94. 

The  Senate  being  equally  divided,  the  President 
g&venfecasu'ns  vote  in  the  negative. 

Solhe  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  now  offered  an  o  her 
amendment,  proposing  to  strike  out  from  section 
first  me  words  "has  been  or  shall  be  distinguished,9* 
and  insert  "shall  have  been  extinguished  at  the 
time  of  such  settlement."  So  that  if  the  amend- 
ment be  adopted,  it  will  read,  "on  any  of  the 
public  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  shall  have 
been  extinguished  at  the  time  of  such  settlement.91 

He  said  that  he  proposed  it  merely  with  the  view 
of  making  the  bill  more  explicit,  and  of  preventing 
misconstruction,  especially  as  the  registers  and 
receivers  were  to  have  power  to  decide  in  a  sum- 
mary manner  and  definitively  all  questions  arising 
under  the  act.  As  the  bill  stood,  it  might  be  so 
construed  as  to  apply  to  land  to  which  the  Indian 
trtie  had  not  been  extinguished.  The  object  of  the 
amendment'  was  to  prevent  this.  Instead,  there- 
fore, of  the  words  in  the  bill,  "the  title  to  which 
haul  been  or  may  be  extinguished,"  he  proposed  to 
substitute  the  words,  "shall  have  been  extinguished 
at  the  time  of  such' settlement." 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  he  concurred  in  the 
aunendmenr. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON.  I  am  glad  there  is  one 
amendment  which  the  gentleman  can  approve. 

Mr.  CLAY.  And  I  am  glad  that  there  is  one  of 
the  gentleman's  measures  which  I  can  approve. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  rejeined,  that,  although  he 
wins'  pleased  to  have  the  support  of  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  in  this  amendment,  he  thought  it 


more  important  to  have  a  majority  of  the  Senate 
to  concur  in  this,  as  they  already  had  done  in  ano- 
ther amendment  which  he  had  proposed,  and  to 
which  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  bad  objected. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  be  would  propose  to 
the  Senate  another  amendment,  the  object  of  which, 
as  in  the  last  case,  was  to  render  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  more  explicit.  He  could  not  suppose  it 
was  intended  that  the  pre-emption  right  granted  by 
the  bill  should  be  extended  to  any  other  land  than 
the  quarter  section  on  which  the  pre«emptioner 
settled,  but,  as  the  bill  was  drawn,  it  most  be  mani- 
fest that  a  person  who  settled  on  a  quarter  section, 
and  brought  himself  within  the  scope  of  the  bill  by 
making  improvements,  Ac.  might  claim  a  pre- 
emption right  to  any  other  quarter  section  open  to 
pre-emption.  To  prevent  this,  Mr.  H.  prrposed  to 
insert  in  the  13th  line  of  the  4th  section,  after  the 
word  "land,"  the  words  **so  settled  upon;"  so 
that,  if  amended,  it  will  read  "shall  be  entitled  to 
a  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  a  quantity  of  the 
public  land  so  ttttitd  npoa,  not  exceeding  one  quar- 
ter section." 

Mr.  LINN  inquired  whether  his  friend  from 
Connecticut  would  exclude  a  man  who  had  settled 
on  a  fraction  containing  170  or-  180  acres.  The 
Senator  was  aware  that  in  the  survey  there  were 
some  fractional  sections,  one  quarter  of  which 
would  not  always  be  160  acres.  This  had  pro* 
dnced  some  difference  of  opinion  in  Missouri.  At 
some  land  offices  a  man  was  allowed  to  enter  snch 
a  fraction,  and  at  others  not.  In  consequence,  an 
appeal  had  been  made  to  the  land  department  at 
Washington,  and  "There  it  had  been  decided  that  the 
settler  must  confine  himself  to  the  exact  amount  of 
100  acres.  This  was  productive  of  great  inconve- 
nience. Part  of  a  man's  farm  might  have  been 
on  such  a  fraction, and  he  was  thus  prevented  from 
entering  i».  Such  cases  could  be  provided  for  in 
this  bill,  and  he  should  be  sorry  to  see  it  pre- 
vented. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  that  the  case  sup- 
posed  was  already  provided  for  in  the  bill,  and  his 
amendment  did  not, in  his  opinion,  interfere  with  it. 

The  question  being  pat,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  now  offered  as  a  further 
amendment  a  new  section  to  the  bill  as  follows: 

*<6ao.  10.  Andkeit  further  tnaeied,  That  before  any  psr- 
.son  claiming  the  benefit  of  this  law  shall  have  a  patent  for  the 
land  which  he  may  claim  by  having  complied  with  Its  provi- 
sions, he  tfaall  mam  oath  before  some  person  anthorised  by  law 
to  administer  the  same,  which  oath,  with  the  certificate  of  the 
*  '  '  '  '  shall  be  filed  with  the  register  of  the 
'  e  land  is  applied  for,  and  by  said  re- 
the  OoDMnisstoner  of  Public  Lands, 
Ad  which  he  claims  to  his  own  right, 
n  use  and  benefit;  and  thai  he  nas 
not,  directly  of  indirectly,  made  any  agreement  or  contract,  in 
any  way  ©t  manner,  with 


person  administering  it,  shall  be  filed  with  the  regi 
proper  land  office  when  the  land  is  applied  for,  and  by  said  re- 
gistersent  to  the  eftles  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Lands, 
pon  the  land  which  he  claims  to  his  own  right, 
for  his  own  use  and  benefit;  and  thai,  he  nas 


gistersent  to  the 
that  he  entered  u] 
and  exclusively 

IndiractlV, „  _D .,  ... 

_       _       any  person  or  persons  whatever,  by 

which  the  title  which  he  might  enquire  from  the  Government 
ofthe  United  States  should  inure  to  the  use  or  benefit  of  any 
one  except  himself,  or  to  convey  or  transfer  the  said  land,  or 
the-  title  which  he  may  acquire  to  the}  same,  to  any  other  per- 
son or  persons  whatever,  at  any  subsequent  time,  and  if  such 
person  claiming  the  benefit  of  this  law  as  aforesaid,  shall  swear 
falsely  in  the  premises,  he  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  pains  and 
penalties  for  perjury,  forfeit  the  money  which  he  may  have 
paid  for  the  land,  and  aH  tight  and  title  to  the  said  land}  and 
any  grant  or  conveyance  which  he  may  have  made  in  pursu- 
ance of  such  agreement  or  contract  as  aforesaid  shall  be  void, 
except  in  the  bands  of  a  purchaser  in  "good  faith,  for  a  valuable 
consideration  without  notice.  And  the  certificate,  which  shall 
be  filed  with  the  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  taken 
to  be  conclusive  evidence  that  the  oath  was  legally  adminis- 
tered." 

Mr.  H.  said  that  his  intention  in  this  amend- 
ment, as  in  the  others,  was  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
fessed object  of  the  law,  by  preventing  frauds  and 
securing  the  honest,  bona  fid*  settler  in  the  posses- 
sion of  his  land.    By   the  bill  in  its  present  form, 
any  individual  was  not  only  not  prohibited,  but 
was  permitted  to  enter  on  land  for  i(je  benefit  of 
others,  instead  of  himself.    Now,  if  the  design  cf 
the  law  was  to  grant  a  pre-emption  right  to  the 
oona  fid*  settler  only,  was  it  not  reasonable  to  re- 
,  quire  his  affidavit  that  he  was  such?    This  was  the 
>  security  which  ihe  Government  had  against  frauds, 
and,  however  frail,  it  was  some  security.    Did 
Western  gentlemen  want  others  to  get  the  boon) 
Did  they  desire  individuals  to  go  upon  the  land  for 
the.  benefit  ot  speculators?    As  the  bill  new  is,  a 
man  might  openly  and  professedly  enter  on  a  quar- 
!  ter-section  for  the  benefit  of  some  rich  speculator, 
'  and  obtain  for  bim  the  right  of  preemption.    Mr. 
H.  said  that  be  followed,  in  this  amendment,  the 


law  of  1838;  and  though  ha  admitted  that  it  would 
prove  a  very  inadequate  security,  still  iwweeld  be 
soma.  Good  citizens  would  not  refuse  to  take  the 
oath.  .  ■    .. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  the  friends  of  the 
bill  had  no  wish  to  allow  men  to  enter  en  the  land* 
for  the  benftt  of  others;  and,  hoping  that  the  amend- 
ment, if,  adopted,  might  possibly  neve  the  effect  of 
reconciling  some  gentlemen  to  the  bill,  he  should 
not  oppose  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  now  said  that,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  had  gone  inns,  far,  -he  hoped 
to  have  his  concurrence  in  the  amendment  no  was 
about  to  propose.  The  law  was  not  only,  prospec- 
tive but  permament.  He  desired  so  to  amend  if 
as  that  it  should  expire  by  its  own  limitationj  and 
it  would  be  open  to  renewal  if,  on  trial,  it, should, 
not  be  found  to  be  productive  of  evil.  He  wiahed, 
therefore,  to  provide,  as  in  former  pre-emption 
laws,  that  the  law  should  continue  in  force  for  a 
limited  time  only;  and  with  that  view  he  offered 
the  following  amendment: 

"Sac.  XX.  And  be  it  further  mooted,  That  this  act  shall  be 
and  continue  in  force  two  years,  and  no  longer." 

On  this  amendment,  Mr.  HUBBARD  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  LINN  said  be  wished  to  offer  a  few  words 
on  this  amendment.  If,  said  Mr.  L.  we  are  to 
open  a  pre-emption  discussion  every  two  years,  he  t 
predicted  that  it  would  cost  this  Government  ten ' 
limes  as  much  as  it  will  ever  gain  by  the  abolish- 
ment of  the  pre-emption  system  altogether,  and 
putting  the  lands  to  the  highest  bidder,  which,  as 
has  been  conclusively  shown,  amounts  only  to  tfce 
difference  of  a  few  cents.  He  did  not  entertain  a 
doubt  of  it.  Why,  sir,  have  we  not  seen,  from 
time  to  time,  Congress  engaged,  day  by  day, 
gravely  discussing,  at  an  immense  expense  to  the 
people,  the  question  whether  you  would  pass  laws 
to  permit  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  wilderness  to 
purchase  their  lands  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  the  acre?  He  considered  the  money  thus 
spent  as  absolutely  squandered.  He  had  voted  for 
the  Senator's  amendment  [Mr.  Huntikstph's]  re- 
quiring an  oath  to  prevent  fraud;  but  be  must  be 
permitted  to  say  that  there  have  been  an  almost  in- 
finity of  chaises  of  fraud  brought  against  the  set-' 
tiers  on  our  Western  lands  which  were  nearly  des- 
titute of  foundation.  There  was  scarcely  ground, 
enough  of  fact  for  a  man  lo  plant  the  sole  of  bis . 
foot  upon  while  fulminating  the  thunders  of  denun-* 
ciation  and  abuse  which  have  been  heard  here  and 
elsewhere.  * 

1  believe  (said  he)  there  is  more  false  swearing, 
in  the  custom-bouse  of  one  of  our  large  cities,  in 
foot  upon  while  fulminating  the  thunders  of  denun- 
ciation and  abuse  which  have  been  beard  here  and 
elsewhere.  k 

I  believe  (said  he)  there  is  more  false  swearing 
in  the  custom-house  of  one  of  our  large  cities,  in 
one  day,  than,  would  be  sufficient  to  damn  the  whole 
world — certainly  a  thousand  times  more  than  ex-. 
'  ists  on  the  whole  line  of  our  frontier,  in  relation  to 
pre  emption  rights,  in  a  year.  It  has  become  al^ 
most  proverbial  to  charge  the  people  of  the  new, 
Siates  with  a  want  of  morat  sense.  I  fling  back 
the  charge  on  those  who  make  it.  I  know  it  to  be 
unfounded.  I  stand  here  openly  to  deny  it,  and  I. 
aver  that,  save  in  a  very  few  cases,  the  charge  of 
frauds  is  wholly  without  foundation.  How  was  this1 
system  of  accusation  employed  against  Louisiana? 
It  was  said  ihat  the  speculators  there  had  seized 
upon  the  fattest  and  most  beautiful  land  in  all  the 
country,  and  by  frandulentpractices  had  appro- 
priated it  to  themselves.  Well,  the  Government 
;  employed  an  agent  of  character  and  experience  to 
'  ao  to  the  spot  and  search  into  the  truth  of  the  charge. 
>  He  did  so;  and  what  does  be  report  to  yon?  That 
he  always  heard  reports  in  relation  to  some  other 
.  neighborhood,  but  never  was  able  to  light  on  a  spot' 
where  the  existence  of  fraud  was  found.  As  he 
approached  the  ground,  ihe  charge  receded  before 
:  htm:  it  vanished,  it  evaporated,  and  never  proved 
;  to  be  tangible,  except  in  a  very  few  cases.  And  he 
'  would  venture  to  say,  that  if  similar  charges,  which 
:  have  been  made  elsewhere,  shall  be  snbjected  to  a 
I  thorough  investigation,  gentlemen  will  almost  feet 
I  ashamed  that  they  ever  entertained  even  a  suspicion 
of  their  lruth. 
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I  do  not  deny  thai  fraud  may  have  been  perpe- 
trated, but  I  do  say  that  it  has  occurred  as  seldom 
aa  ever  will  be  possible  under  a  merely  human  law. 
The  system  of  floats  did,  I  admit,  give  occasion  to 
much  wrong  to  the  United  States,  and  the  Govern- 
meat,  by  that  means,  lost  some  of  its  best  lands; 
and  yet  it  was  not  fraud,  bat  all  originated  from  a 
construction  given  to  the  law  by  the  land  depart- 
ment here.  He  said  he  was  opposed  to  that  con- 
struction at  the  time,  and  should  be  still.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  pre-emption  system  is,  that  the  new 
States  may  get  an  accession  of  good,  moral,  indus- 
trious settlers.  And  here  I  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  on  the  subject  of  lend  stealing,  that,  while  very 
little  has  been  committed  against  the  General  Go- 
vernment, the  United  States  have  been  guilty  of  no 
small  amount  of  it,  as  regards  some  of  the  United 
States.  By  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1803,  you  ac- 
quired possession  of  the  magnificent  territory  of 
Louisiana,  stretching  from  the  Gulf  of  hJexieo  to 
the  sources  of  the  Mississippi,  and  by  contiguity 
to  the  great  Western  Ocean.  With  the  country 
was  tranferred  into  the  bosom  of  the  American 
family  many  thousand  souls,  mostly  ignorant  of 
our  laws,  customs,  and  manners.  This  Govern- 
ment was  bound  by  that  treaty  to  respect  that  pro- 
perty. But  did  we  not  see  that  they  refused  for 
many  years  to  confirm  any  tract  over  one  league 
square,  or  any  tract  containing  a  lead  mine  or  salt 
spring.  Was  this  just  or  right?  And,  sir,  have  we 
not  seen  these  same  lands  sold  and  the  money 
pocketed  by  the  Government,  and  title  still  refused 
to  the  claimant?  and,  when  taken  from  him  and 
afterwards  confirmed,  you  force  him  to  take  the 
same  amount  from  your  picked  and  refuse  public 
domain  subject  to  sale  at  private  entry. 

This  you  call  carrying  out  a  solemn  treaty  in  the 
spirit  in  which  it  was  made.  Bat,  sir,  I  do  not 
charge  this  Government  with  intentional  wrong  in 
this  matter,  notwithstanding  it  did  steal  some  of 
these  strangers'  lands.  But  I  do  say  that  more 
rank  injustice  has  been  committed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  by  gentlemen  who  stood  here  and  saw  it 
done  before  their  eyes,  than  has  ever  been  commit- 
ted by  the  people  of  the  whole  State  in  relation  to 
yourjpublic  domain. 

When  the  whole  of  the  8tate,  during  the  last 
war  with  Great  Britain,  between  the  Missouri  and 
the  Mississippi  rivers,  was  left  to  defend  itself  by 
a  population  who  had  settled  on  the  lands  in  de- 
fiance of  your  laws,  these  very  squatters  proved  to 
be  your  best  soldiers,  and  such  they  ever  will  be. 
And  when  the  old  States  shall  be  sank  in  follies 
and  crimes,  and  shall  have  become  a  Government 
of  mere  property,  there  will  still  be  found  on  the 
frontier  a  gallant  band  of  hardy  agriculturists, 
among  whom  the  love  of  liberty  will  still  survive, 
and  whose  virtue  and  patriotism  will  be  the  preser- 
vation ef  our  free  institutions.  God  forbid  that 
any  unkind  feeling  should  be  excited  in  my  bosom 
by  the  acts  of  this  Government  in  reference  to  Mis- 
souri. I  am  an  American  citizen,  thoroughly  and 
truly  such,  as  my  votes  will  prove;  but  I  confers  i 
do  feel  nettled,  at  times,  when  I  hear  my  constitu- 
ents chargtd  as  they  have  been  on  ihis  floor;  and  if 
I  am  driven  to  carry  the  war  on  this  side  the  moun- 
tains, in  their  defence,  I  promise  it  will  be  in  no 
measured  terms.  And  if  the  question  is  to  be 
made  of  comparative  moaliry  and  of  simple  re- 
publican integrity,  well  do  I  know  on  which  side 
the  balance  will  rest. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  that  the  amend- 
ment was  one  of  greater  importance  than  at  first 
view  it  might  appear  to  be.  In  all  the  pre-emption 
laws  heretofore  passed,  a  clause  had  been  inserted 
limiting  their  continuance  t»  two  years;  and  the 
question  for  the  Senate  now  to  decide  was,  whether 
they  would  deviate  from  the  uniform  course  of  le- 
gislation, and  now  pass  a  pre-empiion  law  which 
should  be  interminable  in  its  duration.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  there  were  so  many  considerations  in 
favor  of  the  Senate's  listening  to  the  amendment 
and  giving  force  to  the  arguments  in  its  favor,  that 
they  could  not  well  refuse  to  adopt  it.  What  was 
the  system  which  it  was  proposed  to  enact  for  a  pe- 
riod wholly  unlimited?  It  was  a  system  new,  un- 
tried, and  perilous  in  the  extreme.  It  went  to  open 
to  the  right  of  pre-emption  the  whole  of  the  lands  of 


the  United  States  on  which  the  Indian  title  had  been 
extinguished;  all  that  were  subjeet  to  private  entry; 
and  all  that  had  not  yet  been  surveyed  and  put  up  at 
auction.  It  invited  settlers  to  seize  upon  the  land 
before  it  had  been  surveyed.  It  was  a  virtual  re- 
peal of  the  auction  system,  for  when  all  the  good 
Und  should  be  taken  up,  what  would  there  be  left 
for  the  auction  to  operate  upon?  Nothing.  It 
amounted  to  a  total  alteration  of  our  land  system, 
which  had  been  in  suceessfa  1  operation  for  more 
than  fifty  years;  a  system  under  which  Ohio,  from 
being  an  uncultivated  wilderness,  had  sprung  up, 
as  if  by  enchantment,  into  a  densely  settled  State, 
numbering  a  million  and  a  half  inhabitants,  while 
other  States  through  the  entire  West  had  advanced 
with  a  progress  not  less  rapid.  Is  it  wise  (said  Mr. 
C>— let  me  put  it  to  the  Senate— let  me  put  it  to 
the  c  untry — is  it  wise  to  put  this  matter  out  of 
reach  ef  our  hands,  until  we  are  perfectly  sure  that 
it  will  work  well?  Let  me  put  a  case  to  the  friends 
of  this  bill.  Here  is  a  new  district  of  lands  opened, 
lands  of  the  most  inviting  character,  containing  ex- 
actly the  proper  proportion  of  prairie  and  timber, 
beautifully  situated,  and  of  the  highest  degree  of 
fertility.  You  then  issue  your  proclamation  to  all 
the  world,  inviting  all  who  choose  to  rush  upon  the 
fresh  and  virgin  soil,  under  the  promise  that  they 
shall  have  a  pre  emption  right;  and  they  come  at 
your  call.  Now,  by  the  provisions  of  the  present 
land  system,  you  declare  that  the  sixteenth  section 
in  every  township  shall  be  reserved  for  purposes  of 
education.  By  the  effect  of  this  bill,  that  section  is 
gone;  it  is  gone.  Who  does  not  foresee  that  such 
a  settlement  as  is  here  invited,  must  lead  to  scenes 
of  violence  and  contention  in  regard  to  laad  titles, 
on  which  no  patriot  eye  can  look  but  with  sorrow 
and  dismay?  Under  these  circumstances,  what  is 
now  proposed  by  my  friend  from  Connecticut?  It 
is  merely  to  bring  the  act  under  review  at  the  end 
of  two  years,  when  it  shall  have  undergone  some 
trial  as  to  its  practical  operation.  And  is  this  a  new 
proposall  have  not  all  our  pre-emption  laws  here- 
tofore been  limited  in  point  of  time?  Not  one  of 
them  has  been,  like  this,  universal  in  its  range,  and 
unlimited  in  its  duration. 

Something  has  been  said  about  the  tedionsness 
of  legislation,  and  the  great  consumption  of  con- 
gressional time,  occasioned  by  our  debates  on  sub- 
jects connected  with  the  public  domain;  but  have 
gentlemen  attended  to  the  facts  on  this  subject?  I 
say  that,  but  for  the  series  of  experiments  which 
has  been  so  fatal  in  iis  operation  on  the  whole 
country  and  on  all  its  interests,  the  sessions  of  Con- 
gress, instead  of  increasing  in  length,  have  shown 
a  constant  tendency  to  diminution.  I  have  before 
me  a  very  curious  document  on  this  subject,  em- 
bracing every  session  of  Congress  from  1789  to  the 
present  time,  being  fifty-two  annual  sessions.  And 
what  are  the  resolts  it  exhibits?  That  the  two  first 
sessions  of  Congress,  after  the  Government  went 
into  operation,  were  among  the  longest  of  any — one 
of  them  continuing  two  hundred  and  twenty-one 
days,  and  tb*  other  two  hundred  and  ten.  I  know 
it  has  been  said,  and  truly  said,  that  this  is  to  be 
accounted  for  from  the  fact  that  oar  whole  system 
bad  then  to  be  organized;  that  the  first  Congress 
had  to  put  the  new  and  vast  machine  of  the  new 
Constitution,  with  itstaultitudinous  parts,  into  mo- 
tion. But  I  find  that  in  the  fourth  Congress  there 
was  a  session  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
days;  and  in  the  sixth  of  one  hundred  and  ninety 
days.  Another  session  exhibits  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  days;  and  another  one  hundred  and  se- 
venty-seven. And  what  do  you  spppose  was  the 
longest  session  (not  including  that  in  which  war 
was  declared  against  Great  Britain)  since  the  Go- 
vernment went  into  operation?  It  began  in 
November,  1797,  and  ended  in  July,  1798— occu- 

Sying  246  days.  The  next  longest  was  the  session 
uring  which  we  went  to  war  with  England,  and 
which  continued  245  days;  and  so  the  list  goes  on, 
the  long  sessions  gradually  diminishing  in  their  ex- 
tent until  Gen.  Jackson  came  into  power.  They 
commenced  a  new  system  of  legislation — the  at- 
tacks on  banks,  the  removal  of  the  depositee,  the 
multiplication  of  graduation  and  pre- emption  bills, 
with  all  the  other  wild  and  reckless  and  ruinous 
measures  which  have  prostrated  the  business  and 
prosperity  of  the  country.  I 


Away  with  the  idea  that  we  are  to  be  frightened 
into  the  adoption  of  the  present  bill  from  any  hope 
of  relieving  ourselves  from  labor  and  from  those 
high  responsibilities  and  sacred  duties  which  have 
been  imposed  upon  us  by  the  Constitution.  It  has 
no  foundation  in  fact  The  whole  consumption  of 
time,  of  which  gentlemen  make  such  heavy  conn 
plaints,  haa  been  caused  by  their  own  impatience 
under  the  operation  of  our  most  admirable  land  ' 
system.  All  we  ask  of  them  is  that  /hey  will  for- 
bear, that  they  will  submit  to  a  system  which  haa 
been  so  long  and  so  successfully  tried,  and  there 
will  be  a  gradual  diminution  of  the  time  consumed  . 
from  year  to  year  in  the  discussion  of  land  debates. 
Yet,  after  all  the  complaints,  the  longest  session 
we  have  ever  bad  was  within  twelve  yean  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Government.  The  next 
longest  was  that  in  which  we  declared  war,  and 
the  other  long  sessions  have  happened  since  t*eu. 
Jackson  came  into  power. 

Now,  I  ask,  shall  we,  as  wise  men,  as  safe,  ju- 
dicious men,  cast  behind  us  all  the  advantages  of 
an  old,  and  long  tried,  and  advantageous  system, 
which  his  worked  well  and  produced  the  happiest 
results,  and  subject  ourselves  to  a  new,  untried, 
and  interminable  scheme  like  that  proposed  in  the 
present  bill?  What  will  be  its  effect  in  a  financial 
point  of  view?  The  Government  is  now  aground. 
The  cry  for  Treasury  notes!  Treasury  notes!  is 
the  only  remedy  sounded  forth  from  the  head  of 
the  Treasury  Department  The  denouncers  of 
banks,  and  bank  paper,  and  the  credit  system,  now 
cry  in  our  ears  for  more,  and  more,  and  yet  more 
paper  money.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
one  of  the  reports  from  the  Secretary,  from  which 
it  will  be  perceived  that  there  is  a  labored  exertion 
throughout  to  diminish  the  charges  upon  Govern- 
ment, and  to  augment  the  receipts  of  the  current 
year.  And  this  extravagant  Administration,  in  its 
expiring  moments,  begins  to  preach  economy— a 
word  which  has  been  heretofore  rigorously  excluded 
from  their  political  vocabulary.  Look  at  his  esti- 
mate of  the  product  of  the  customs  during  the  pre- 
sent year.  lie  sets  them  down  at  19,000,000;  and 
on  what  data?  On  none  whatever.  Only  because 
it  was  convenient  to  swell  the  income  to  that 
amount  The  product  ot  the  last  year  was  but 
13,000,000,  and  why  does  he  estimate  that 
of  the  coming  year  at  19,000,000?  Simply  be- 
cause those  figures  wonld  enable  him  to  snow  a 
little  surplus  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year; 
and  if  for  that  purpose  an  estimate  of  twenty-five 
millions  bad  been  necessary,  it  would  have  been  so 
set  down.  Look  at  bis  report,  and  what  does  he 
say?  Why,  that  there  is  a  "strong  illustration  of 
the  probability  of  a  conjecture."  Yes,  we  have 
the  "strong  illustration  of  the  probability  cf  a  cos* 
jecture."  This  language  reminds  me  very  much  of 
the  expression  used  by  a  friend  of  mine  now  not 
living,  but  then  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky.  Rising  to  speak  to  some  matter  in  de- 
hate,  he  said  that  he  thought  "he  had  a  sort  of  a 
sign  of  a  symptom  of  a  sensation  of  aa  idea  on 
the  subject  before  the  House."  And  really  thai 
seems  as  good  to  me  as  the  Secretary's  "strong  il- 
lustration of  the  probability  of  a  conjecture,"  And 
after  all,what  is  this  "strong  probability?"  It  is  ana* 
ked  estimate  of  the  honorable  Secretary  that  the  re- 
ceipts from  the  customs  will  amount  to  nineteen 
millions. 

I  see,  in  a  certain  paper  sent  by  him  to  another 
part  of  this  Capitol,  that  the  Secretary  tells  us  this 
overabundant,  overwhelming  revenue  for  the  first 
quarter  of  1841  will  amount  to  $3,000,000.  Where 
does  he  get  the  other  $16,000,000,  and  what  do  yon 
propose  to  do  under  such  a  miserable,  wretched 
state  of  the  finances  as  that  in  which  the  present 
Administration  is  about  to  leave  the  Treasury?  A 
gentleman  possessed  of  the  feelings  o£  honor  and 
self-respect,  if  he  were  about  leaving  a  building  and 
delivering  it  up  lo  the  occupation  of  others,  would 
be  careful  to  have  it  put  in  the  nicest  order.  He 
would  have  the  locks  repaired,  the  painting  and 
whitewash  renewed,  all  the  fastenings  of  the  house 
overhauled,  and  the  entire  premises  scrubbed, 
washed,  and  put  in  a  state  of  complete  and  credi- 
table repair.  But  what  have  we  here?  The  Ad- 
ministration who  are  about  to  surrender  the  public 
Departments  to  the  possession  of  those  whom  the 
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people  hare  chosen  to  be  their  successors,  are  leav- 
ing every  thing  topsyturvy,  and  in  a  stale  of  the 
ntmost  confusion,  dilapidation  and  decay.  The 
financial  effect  of  this  bill  will  be  to  diminish  the 
enrrent  expenses  of  the  year  by  every  pre-emption 
that  shall  be  sold;  and  I  here  I  predict  that  the 
greatest  amount  derived  next  year  from  the  pub- 
lic lands  will  be  from  sales  to  pre-emptioners;  and, 
as  they  have  a  year's  credit,  the  money  will  not 
cone  into  the  Treasury  till  the  year  following. 

Bat  I  have  been  drawn  aside  from  that  which 
tempted  me  to  trouble  the  Senate  on  the  present 
occasion.  I  intreat  gentlemen  to  forbear,  and  to 
give  a  fixed  limitation  to  the  operation  of  their 
biO,  and  not  send  form,  with  a  census  yet  untold, 
and  with  elect  members  on  Congress  not  in  their 
dlaees,  a  measure  which  may  operate  most  injuri 
oosly,  and  which,  if  it  shall  operate  well,  will, 
without  doubt,  be  continued. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  said  he  should  not  now 
attempt  any  reply  to  what  had  been  said  by  (he 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Treasury  notes.  He  had  risen  to  correct  the  Se- 
nator in  an  important  matter  of  fact.  That  gentle- 
man had  said  that  the  practical  operation  of  the 
bill  would  be  to  deprive  the  new  States  of  the  be- 
nefit derived  from  the  reservation  of  the  sixteenth 
section  in  every  township  for  purposes  of  educa- 
tion. Mr.  C.  regretted  that  the  memory  of  the 
honorable  Senator  should  be  so  conveniently  shoii 
in  reference  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  The  sub- 
ject of  these  reserved  sections  had  been  adverted 
to;  the  objection  bad  been  brought  forward,  and 
Mr.  C  had,  in  consequence,  offered  an  amendment 
declaring  that,  if  a  pre-emption  was  found  to  in- 
terfere with  a  sixteenth  section,  it  should  be  re- 
moved, and  that  section  left  untouched.  Did  not 
ttery  one  know  that,  by  the  law  which  was  the 
foundation  of  our  land  system,  these  sixteenth  sec- 
tions were  to  be  reserved?  And  were  they  not  ex- 
cepted by  the  bill?  And  yet  the  Senator  could 
rise  and  tell  the  Senate  that  the  effect  of  the  bill 
would  be  to  take  away  the  land  reserved  for  com- 
mon schools. 

As  to  the  clearness  of  the  language  employed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the 
revenue,  Mr.  C.  could  not  perceive  that  it  had  any 
very  intimate  connection  with  the  present  bill. 
Nor  could  he  perceive  the  necessity  of  going  aside 
to  make  an  attack  on  a  distinguished  individual 
now  retired  from  public  life,  but  who,  like  some 
evil  genius,  seemed  to  be  ever  present  to  the  mind 
of  that  honorable  Senator.  And  why?  Had  not 
the  Senator  told  the  Senate  that  after  the  4th  of 
March  his  political  friends  would  have  the  posses- 
sion of  power,  not  only  in  the  Executive,  but  in 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature?  And  suppose  the 
trill  should  be  ever  so  injurious,  would  they  be 
afraid  to  repeal  it?  That  would  be  a  question  for 
ihem  to  consider.  But  if  they  chose  to  do  it,  they 
would  certainly  have  the  power.  The  Senator  bad 
said  that  this  bill  was  to  be  irrevocable,  and  to  pre- 
vent this  he  argued  for  its  limitation.  Now  one  of 
the  first  lessons  Mr.  C.  had  learned  in  the  study  of 
Blackstone  bad  been,  that  one  Parliament  pos- 
sessed no  power  to  control  and  bind  a  subsequent 
Parliament.  How  then  could  the  law  be  irrevoca- 
ble? Might  it  not  be  repealed  as  soon  as  that  gen- 
tleman and  his  friends  got  into  power.  But  that 
Senator  eould  see  nothing  good  in  the  bill,  and  had 
in  fact  been  at  war  with  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try from  which  Mr.  C.  came  ever  since  he  had 
enjoyed  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  that  floor.  It  must 
be  perfectly  obvious  that  there  was  no  force  in  the 
objection  of  the  Senator  in  regard  to  the  sixteenth 
section.  That  section  was  not  in  the  least  danger; 
if  it  were  Mr.  C.  would  be  the  last  man  to  vote  for 
the  bill. 

Mr.  PORTER  said  that,  from  the  looseness  of 
the  requirements  contained  in  this  bill,  as  to  occu- 
pancy and  settlement,  the  pre-emption  right  would 
be  open  to  abuses  which  would  operate  greatly  to 
the  injury  of  the  class  for  whose  benefit  it  pur- 
ported to  be  framed,  and  he  feared,  too,  to  the  in- 
jury of  the  State  he  represented. 

This  bill  has  been  truly  stated  to  be,  in  effect, 
the  granting  of  a  credit  to  one  class  of  land  pur- 
chasers, and  although  this  credit,  in  respect  to  sur- 
veyed lands  subject  te  entry,  can  in  no  case  exceed 


one  year,  and  in  some  cases  it  may  be  less,  yet  it 
is  not  so  as  to  lands  unsurveyed.  The  occupant  of 
them  may  assert  bis  pre-emptive  right  at  any  time 
'before  they  ^all  be  proclaimed  lor  sale.  Now, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  what  constitutes 
a  settlement?  Simply,  the  inhabiting,  the  building 
of  a  log  cabin,  and  the  improving.  No  continuity 
of  occupancy  is  required;  and  these  evidences  of  an 
intention  to  make  a  settlement  may  be  of  the  most 
trifling  character,  affording  no  ground  for  the  be- 
lief that  a  permanent  occupancy  is  contem- 
plated. Where  the  settlement  is  on  lands  subject 
to  entry,  I  admit  there  is  no  motive  to  this  system  of 
sham  location;  for,  in  that  case,  the  purchase  mo- 
ney most,  in  general,  be  paid  within  a  year.  But, 
in  respect  to  lands  unsurveyed,  and  which  are  not 
subject  to  entry,  the  obligation  is  different,  and  this 
difference  may  be  illustrated  by  a  reference  to  the 
fact  that,  in  some  instances,  the  Indian  title  to 
lands  has  been  extinguished  from  four  to  five 
years  before  they  have  been  surveyed  or  brought 
into  market.  A  credit,  in  the  form  of  a  pre-emp- 
tive right,  might  then  be  acquired  to  these  lands  for 
that  length  of  time.  It  is  not  of  this  length  of  cre- 
dit to  an  actual  settler  on  the  public  lands  that  I  am 
disposed  to  complain — and  were  this  bill  so  guard- 
ed in  its  provisions  as  to  limit  its  benefits  to  him 
only,  I  should  be  content  at  once  to  withdraw  this 
amendment,  for  I  am  willing  to  give  him  even  this 
extended  credit;  but  I  fear  it  is  not  so  guarded,  and 
my  aim  is  to  protect  him  from  a  system  of  fore- 
stalling, which,  under  the  general  and  loose  terms 
of  "inhabiting,"  "log  cabin,"  and  "improving," 
may  be  successfully  practised  against  him  by  the 
mere  speculator. 

By  the  treaty  of  Washington  with  the  Ottawas 
and  Chippewa*,  in  March,  1836,  the  Indian  title 
was  extinguished  to  from  twelve  to  fifteen  millions 
of  acres  iu  the  two  peninsulas  of  Michigan. 
Nearly  one-half  of  this  is  yet  unsurveyed,  and  has, 
of  course,  at  no  time,  been  subject  to  entry.  Sup- 
pose the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  had  then  been 
the  law  of  the  land.  Under  its  mere  log  cabin 
requirements,  as  to .  settlement,  hundreds  of  per- 
sons, having  no  intention  whatever  to  be- 
come actual  settlers,  nrght  at  once  have  se- 
cured their  pre-emptive  rights  there, which  would 
have  endured  to  this  day.  And  howl  Merely 
by  each  of  them  erecting  on  bis  location  a  mise- 
rable hovel,  sleeping  one  night  and  boiling  his 
pot  in  it,  and,  to  complete  the  mockery,  by  grub- 
bing away  a  few  bushes  around  it  and  throwing 
down  a  handful  of  turnip  seed,  so  that  he  might 
swear  to  an  "improvement."  This  having  been 
done,  and  on  the  site,  too,  perhaps,  of  a  magnifi- 
cent water-power,  of  incalculable  value  when  pro- 
perly improved,  the  pre-emptive  right,  under  such 
a  law  as  this,  would  have  been  acquired.  The  hut 
would  have  been  abandoned  to  rot  in  the  wilder- 
ness until  the  laud  should  be  surveyed  and  brought 
into  market.  Meantime,  the  location  has  been 
withdrawn  from  the  reach  of  the  honest  pre- 
emptioner — the  real  pioneer,  whose  labors  in  the 
making  of  permanent  and  useful  improvements 
would  have  added  value  to  contiguous  lands  and 
induced  their  settlement  and  cultivation  by  hardy 
adventurers  like  himself. 

That  this  will  be  the  practical  operation  of  this 
pre-emption  bill,  should  it  become  a  law,  I  very 
much  fear.  The  pre-emptive  right  will  not  be  re- 
stricted to  that  meritorious  class  for  whom  1  be- 
lieve it  to  be  eur  imperative  duty  to  provide,  unless 
some  provision  like  this  I  have  proposed  shall  be 
odopted  in  respect  to  lands  not  surveyed — unless 
some  reasonable  duration  of  residence  is  required 
as  an  earnest  of  the  intention  to  make  a  settlement 
on  such  land?. 

Should  this  amendment  be  rejected,  however,  I 
shall  still  vote  for  the  bill,  because  of  the  general 
benefits  it  wilt  confer  on  the  State  I  in  part  repre- 
sent, under  the  hope  that,  should  the  evils  I  appre- 
hend be  found  to  exist  in  practice,  they  may  hereaf- 
ter be  remedied. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  his  opinion  in  regard  to 
the  existing  land  system  of  the  country  was,  that 
it  was  based  on  the  soundest  principles  of  wisdom 
and  of  policy.  He  was  as  much  attached  to  that 
system,  and  as  much  disposed  to  adhere  to  it  with 
unshaken  fidelity,  as  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 


himself,  [Mr.  Cut,]  He  was  in  favor  of  no  new 
experiments  up  ,n  it,  for  the  experience  of  half  a 
century  had  proved  that  no  wiser  or  better  plan 
could  be  devised  by  human  ingenuity.  But,  while 
these  were  his  conscientious  convictions,  he  was, 
nevertheless,  of  opinion  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  was  alarmed  at  spectres.  Mr.  B.  had 
witnessed  with  admiration  the  gigantic  efforts  of 
that  gentleman  against  pre-emption  at  former  ses- 
sion?, and  yet  he  had  never  begun  to  fear,  nor  did 
he  now  indulge  the  '  slightest  feeling  of  alarm 
in  regard  to  this  subject.  I  think  (said  Mr.  B.) 
that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  the  pre- 
emption principle  may,  with  the  utmost  safety, 
and  with  perfect  justice,  be  engrafted  on  our  ex- 
cellent system  for  the  management  of  the  public  do- 
main. Does  the  introduction  of  that  principle  vary, 
in  the  lea<t  degree,  any  material  portion  of  that 
system?  Nor  at  all.  Does  it  goto  reduce  the 
price  of  the  land?  Not, 'at  the  utmost,  more  than 
than  three  or  four  cents  an  acre.  What  is  its  na- 
ture? Gentleman  should  take  an  extended  view 
of  the  whole  subject  before  they  made  up  an  opi- 
nion in  regard  to  its  merits.  We  own  a  vast 
wilderness  of  unsettled  lands  subject  to  sale,  and  at 
times  there  have  been  attempts  on  the  part  of 
speculators  to  monopolize  it:  fortunately,  however, 
they  have  never  yet  succeeded.  No  fortunes  have 
been  realized  in  this  way,  so  far  as  I  have  heard. 
In  this  suite  of  things,  is  it  not  our  duty,  our  in- 
terest, and  our  truest  policy  to  encourage  the  set- 
tlement of  the  new  States  in  the  West  by  a  hardy, 
industrious,  and  moral  population?  And  in  what 
does  this  pre-emption  system  trench  upon,  or  in 
the  least  interfere  with  the  established  land  system 
of  the  country?  It  only  allows  the  poor  man,  who 
wishes  to  establish  himself  in  a  permanent  home, 
to  buy  for  himself  a  quarter  section  of  land  at  the 
fall  Government  price.  There  is  the  whole  of  it. 
In  consideration  of  the  expediency  and  desirable- 
ness of  filling  up  this  new  country  with  a  hardy, 
and  active,  and  enterprising  race  of  settlers,  we 
do— what?  Give  them  the  public  land?  No;  but 
first  receive  from  them  for  it  a  dollar  smd  a  quarter 
an  acre,  and  then  convey  it  te  them  in  perpetuity. 
The  difference  in  the  receipts  at  the  Treasury  from 
what  would  be  obtained  for  the  same  land  at  an 
auction  sale  has  never  been  estimated  higher  by  any 
person  than  six  cents  en  acre;  and  if  it  amounted  to 
that,  and  even  more,  in  an  enlarged  view  of  the 
bearings  of  the  entire  subject,  this  consideration 
presents  no  objection  in  my  mind.  There  are  such 
vast  qnantities  of  land,  and  such  a  wide  and  ample 
choice,  that  the  speculator  will  never  be  obliged  to 
give  much  more  than  the  Government  price.  And 
as  to  all  the  lands  taken  up  by  pre-emption  rights, 
they  are,  when  compared  to  our  entire  domain,  but 
as  a  drop  in  the  ocean.  Such,  at  least,  has  been  our 
past  experience.  Heretofore,  we  have  been  very 
cautious  to  pass  none  but  limited  pre-emption  bills, 
and  we  have  wisely  determined  to  put  down  for- 
ever the  practice  of  granting  what  are  called 
"floats,"  which  was  certainly  productive  of  many 
and  great  frauds.  We  have  confined  the  extent  of 
the  pre-emption  grant  to  a  single  quarter  section  of  . 
160  acres  of  land;  and  it  is  now  proposed  to  make 
this  right  of  pre-emption  prospective  and  perpe- 
tual. The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  CaiTTBMOsif]  proposes  to  extend  it  in* 
retard  to  every  man  whose  property  does  not  ex- 
ceed f  1,000,  not  merely  to  160,  but  to  330  acres  of 
land.  And  I  now  venture  to  predict  that,  when 
the  long  proposed  distribution  bill  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,]  shall  become  a  law, 
(and  I  presume  that  day  is  not  far  distant,)  there 
will  be  incorporated  into  it  a  provision  gt anting  to 
the  actual  bona  fid*  settler  a  pre-emption  right  to  at 
least  160  acres.  Even  in  his  own  bill  of  1839,  un- 
less my  memory  fail  me,  and  if  it  dees  he  will  cor- 
rect me,  there  was  a  provision  in  favor  of  pre-emp- 
tion. I  repeat  that,  while  I  am  in  favor  of  the  set- 
tled land  system,  such  as  it  now  exists,  pre-emption 
has  no  terrors  for  me. 

The  honorable  Senator  has  thought  proper  to  say 
something  of  the  "wild,  reckless,  and  ruinous  le- 
gislation" which  prevailed  under  the  Administra- 
tion of  General  Jackson;  and  informed  us  that, 
during  that  period  in  our  history,  the  sessions  of 
Congress  were  protracted  to  an  unusual  length.    I 
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was  not  a  member  of  the  Senate  when  what  he  re- 
ferred 10  as  the  longest  session  ever  known  was 
held;  but,  I  ask,  what  was  ibe  cause  of  the  protract- 
ed length  of  that  session?  If  any  one  would  know, 
let  him  look  at  the  volumes-J  think  there  are  not 
less  than  six— yes,  six  large  volumes  of  "panic" 
memorials— which  were  then  sent  up  and  flooded 
both  Houses.  And  let  him  remember  the  long  and 
eloquent  speeches  which,  for  the  most  part,  accom* 
companied  their  presentation,  intended  to  convince 
the  American  people  that  they  were  the  most  op- 
pressed, impoverished,  and  ruined  nation  that  ever 
existed.  And  all  for  what?  Why,  simply  with  a 
view  to  have  the  depositee  restored  to  the  United 
States  Bank.  And  are  we  to  be  charged  with  the 
protraction  of  sessions  of  Congress  when  the  true 
cause  is  so  manifest?  General  Jackson  has  now 
retired  to  the  Hermitage,  and  may  perhaps  live  to 
have  the  judgment  of  posterity  as  it  were  passed 
upon  him.  He  was  an  able,  sagacious,  and  truly 
patriotic  man;  and  I  now  say  that  those  of  us,  if 
there  be  any  such,  who  shall  survive  during  a 
quarter  of  a  century  longer,  will  jive  to  see  the  day 
when  Jackson's  name  and  fame  shall  be  cherished 
alike  by  persons  of  all  political  parties.  During 
the  late  tremendous  Presidential  canvass,  amidst 
all  the  thousand  speeches  which  were  made,  who 
denounced  him?  Not  one,  at  least  in  my  part  of 
the  country;  and  I  personally  know  at  least  one, 
and  he  a  man  formerly  opposed  to  General  Jack- 
son, who  then  lauded  him  to  the  very  echo.  Were 
that  distinguished  man  now  in  power,  I  would  not 
speak  of  him  the  high  opinion  I  entertain;  but  now, 
when  praise  from  me  or  any  one  else  can  no  longer 
be  suspected  to  proceed  from  selfish  motives,  my 
heart  dictates  to  me  to  do  him  the  fullest  justice 
which  my  tongue  can  accomplish. 

And  now;  as  to  the  extravagance  of  the  present 
Administration,  have  we  not  repeatedly  called  on 
gentlemen  who  so  loudly  urged  the  genetal  charge, 
to  specify  particulars?  Mr.  Van  Buren  inherited 
the  war  wiih  the  Indians  in  Florid*.  He  came  into 
power,  incumbered  with  an  immense  debt  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  Indian  tribes  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  he  entered  on  the  Presidency  just  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  great  fiscal  revulsion,  which,  af* 
fecting  the  business  concerns  of  the  whole  country, 
dried  up  the  sources  of  revenue.  He  bad  to  en- 
counter every  conceivable  obstacle  to  a  prosperous 
financial  administration  of  the  Government.  The 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittenden]  can 
very  readily  give  us  the  aggregate  of  expenditure 
which  has  accrued;  but  that  is  not  the  question.  If 
the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  was  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  state  of  the  country,  who  is  to  blame? 
Nobody.  If  the  gentleman  can  go  to  the  records, 
which  are  all  open  to  his  inspection,  and  point  out 
extravagant  and  illegitimate  charges  on  the  Trea- 
sury, ihe  Administration  must  answer  for  t'.  But 
whilst  he  merely  deals  in  the  gross,  without  ren- 
dering any  bill  of  particulars  to  prove  that  the  va- 
rious expenditures  were  wasteful  and  extravagant, 
his  charge  falls  harmless  to  the  ground.  General, 
indefinite  accusations  of  this  kind  amount  to  no- 
thing. If  this  country  were  engaged  in  a  just  and 
defensive  war,  the  expenses  attending  it  would  no 
doubt  be  enormous;  but  would  their  mere  magni- 
tude constitute  in  itself  a  just  charge  against  any 
Administration?  Surely  not.  The  charge  of  extra- 
vagance in  the  present  case  is  advanced  in  the  very 
face  of  documents  going  to  show  that  the  regular 
expenditures  of  the  Government  over  which  the 
Executive  has  bad  any  control,  have  been  in  a 
course  of  gradual  diminution  from  year  to  year.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  in  this  respect  General  Harrison 
may  "walk  in  the  footsteps  of  bis  predecessor."  I 
make  no  war  on  General  Harrison  in  advance— it 
is  not  nry  nature.  I  will  judge  of  his  acts  fairly; 
and  if  he  shall  go  out  of  office,  after  four  years, 
with  as  little  just  complaint,  on  the  ground  of  ex- 
travagance, as  Martin  Van  Buren  will  do,  I  shall 
consider  bis  administration  a  most  fortunate  one  in 
this  particular. 

On  the  doctrine  of  pre-emption,  I  find  myself  sus- 
taining the  opinions  of  General  Harrison  against 
his  friends  here.  He  gave  the  strongest  evidence, 
by  his  action  when  in  the  Senate,  that  he  was  then 
the  friend  of  pre  emption. 


Mr.  Benton.  He  professed  in;  same  thing  in 
his  letters  written  last  summer. 

Mr.  Bochinan.  I  do  not  know  any  thing  as  to 
what  he  may  have  written  last  summer. 

Mr.  Benton.    I  do. 

Mr.  Buchanan.  If  he  adheres  to  his  principles, 
he  is  in  favor  of  pre-emption  still. 

In  regard  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  al- 
though politically  bis  friend,  I  may  say  that  my  in- 
tercoms* with  him  has  not  been  very  familiar.  I 
shall  not  enter  on  the  question  of  the  merits  of  his 
style  as  a  writer;  but  I  think  I  can  see  very  clear- 
ly, from  what  he  states,  bow  our  revenue  from  im- 
ports during  the  year  may  amount  to  $19,000,000. 
The  publie  papers  state  that  the  business  of  the 
country  is  reviving;  that  there  have  been  more  arri- 
vals lately  than  during  the  same  period  for  several 
years  past;  and  can  it  be  otherwise?  From  the  in- 
debtedness of  the  country  for  some  time  past,  it 
was  out  of  the  question  to  extend  our  importations. 
The  laws  of  trade  and  the  interests  of  individuals 
alike  forbade  it.  We  were  obliged  to  pay  up  our  old 
debts  before  we  could  contract  new  ones.  That 
time  has  now  passed  away.  We  are  not  now  in 
debt,  as  a  people,  to  Europe,  except  for  the  accru- 
ing interest  on  State  bonds.  The  shackles  have 
have  fallen  off  from  our  foreign  commerce,  and  i 
now  floats  freely.  The  country,  is  exhausted  of 
foreign  good*,  and  now  importations  will  naturally 
increase  to  fill  up  the  vacuum.  Commerce  from 
abroad  will  naturally  pour  into  our  seaports,  and 
the  revenues  of  the  year  are,  in  my  judgment,  like- 
ly to  reach  $19,000,000  at  the  least,  and  1  have 
paid  no  small  degree  of  attention  to  the  subject. 
I  have  no  wish  to  embarrass  the  administra- 
tion of  General  Harrison  by  leaving  on  his  ha  ads  an 
empty  Treasury,  and  I  am  free  to  say  that  I  would 
rather  we  had  been  distinctly  informed  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  that  we  must  provide  $5,000,000;  but 
ought  our  successors  to  complain  of  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  to  this  amount?  They  have  now 
all  the  benefit  of  this  argument  against  u.«,  and  they 
will  have  the  advantage  of  the  money  also.  We 
shall  make  provision  for  giving  to  General  Harri- 
son'* administration  a  peaceful  and  prosperous 
commencement;  and  I  think  the  Senator,  when  his 
friends  enter  into  power,  will  find  that  we  have 
swept  out  the  house,  and  left  it  in  a  comfortable 
condition  for  his  reception.  And,  so  far  from  clear- 
ing out  the  Treasury,  we  shall  give  our  successors 
$5,000,000  to  commence  housekeeping  upon. 

I  conclude  by  repeating  that  I  am  in  favor  of 
this  pre-emption  bill,  and  equally  in  favor  of  the 
old  and  long-tried  land  system,  and  that  I  have  yet 
seen  no  new  project  which  will  induce  me  to  de- 
part from  iu 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  he  should  be  much 
obliged  to  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania if  he  would  furnish  the  Senate  wi'h  some  of 
those  strong  reasons  which  went  to  "illustrate  the 
probability  of  a  conjecture"  that  there  would  be 
$19,000,000  of  revenue  received  at  the  Treasury 
during  the  present  year.  The  honorable  Senator, 
said  Mr.  C.  has  referred  to  the  papers  of  the  day  as 
declaring  that  a  considerable  revival  of  business 
has  already  taken  place.  So  there  has,  thank  God, 
since  the  result  of  the  last  election  has  been  known. 
But  I  greatly  doubt  whether  the  revenue  will  at 
once  start  up  from  $13,000,000  to  $19,000,000 
within  a  single  year.  It  is  too  great  a  leap,  consi- 
dering the  condition  in  which  the  Treasury  was 
left  us;  and,  before  I  can  believe  it,  I  must  have 
tome  specification  of  the  grounds  on  which  to  build 
such  a  belief. 

The  honorable  Senator  spoke  of  Gen.  Jackson, 
and  made  that  an  occasion  for  pronouncing  a  eu- 
logy upon  his  friend.  Now,  I  said  not  a  word 
concerning  Gen.  Jackson  personally,  but  directed 
what  I  had  to  sav  to  his  Administration.  The  Se- 
nator, however,  has  said,  and  the  declaration  is  to 
his  honor,  that  the  eulogy  he  pronounced  was 
prompted  by  his  heart.  That  the  late  Minister  to 
the  Court  of  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruasias  should 
feel  some  emotions  of  gratitude  towards  bis  distin- 
guished patron,  was  to  be  expected,  and  the  Sena- 
tor would  certainly  be  to  blame  if  it  were  not  so. 
1  certainly  shall  be  the  last  to  find  fault  with  him 
for  giving  expression  to  that  gratitude. 


It  seems  however,  according  to  the  honorable 
Senator,  that  poor  Mr.  Van  Buren  came  into  power 
under  very  disadvantageous  circumstances.  It 
may  be  so;  and,  what  is  still  more  unfortunate, 
these  disadvantageous  circumstances  have  been  ag- 
gravated during  every  year  since  by  an  excess  of 
$8,000,000  a  year  in  our  expenditures  over  the  re- 
ceipts at  the  Treasury.  But  this  was  only  the  poor 
gentleman's  misfortune.  The  honorable  Senator 
tells  us  not  to  confine  ourselves  to  general  charges, 
but  to  go  in'o  the  items  of  the  account.  That  we 
witl  do  when  we  get  the  papers.  We  have  called 
on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  on  the  head 
of  the  Post  Office  Department  in  vain;  there  is  in 
their  possession  a  great  class  of  papers  which  are 
not  to  be  seen,  but  such  as  the  most  profligate  Ad- 
ministration ever  known  in  England  could  never 
have  dared  to  withhold  from  the  investigation  of 
Parliament.  Give  us  the  papers,  and  we  will  pre- 
sent him  with  items  enough,  and  will  show  to  him 
and  to  all  the  w.Tld  the  immense  and  extravagant 
expenditures  of  the  Administration  now  going  oat 
of  power.  But  the  common  sense  of  the  people  is 
guided  by  no  such  induction  of  particulars.  They 
cannot  go  into  all  the  minute  items  of  a  long 
account.  They  will  look  at  the  footing  of  the 
bill;  tbey  will  compare  the  present  with  the 
past,  and  promises  with  performance.  Bat 
rf  the  honorable  Senator  challenges  as  to 
it*ms,  I  could  occupy  days  together  in  showing 
more  than,  perhaps,  he  would  like  to  see.  It  is 
true  that  Mr.  Van  Baren  was  very  unfortunate; 
he  was  a  sort  of  codicil  to  a  previous  Administra- 
tion, and,  though  most  willing  to  "follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  illustrious  predecessor,"  has  some- 
times mistaken  th3  path,  and  has  been  unable  to 
regain  it.  Why,  my  Godl  can  the  Senator  be  seri- 
ous in  asking  Gen  Harrison  to  follow  in  the  fool- 
steps  of  Martin  Van  Buren?  If  he  should, 
one  event  would  follow  which  the  gentle- 
man, perhaps,  would  be  delighted  to  see— the  foot- 
steps would  lead  him  to  just  such  another  result  as 
we  are  now  witnessing.  But,  for  myself,  I  hope  for 
Gen.  Harrison  better  things.  I  trust  he  will  avoid 
those  devious  and  downward  paths  in  which  his 
predecessors  have  walked.  I  hope  he  will  blase 
for  himself  a  new  way  in  the  fores*.  I  hope  be 
will  put  an  end  to  tho^e  multiplied  abuses  which 
have  prostraied  the  institutions  of  the  country  and 
brought  the  country  itself  down  to  its  present  low, 
weak,  degraded,  and  miserable  condition.  I  trust 
he  will  better  fulfil  his  promises  and  pledges  as  to 
a  wise  and  prosperous  administration  of  our  public 
affairs. 

The  Senator  tells  us  that  he  is  a  great  friend  to 
our  old  and  well-tried  land  system;  that  he  will  not 
disturb  i1;  but  is  it  no  alteration  of  that  system  to 
sustain  a  bill  which  goes  to  supersede  some  of  its 
most  important  provisions?  He  tells  us  that  Gen. 
Harrison  is  a  pre-emptioner,  and  that  he  is  ad  vo- 
ting the  doctrines  of  Gen.  Harrison  against  his 
friends  here.  But  where,  I  ask,  is  the  evidence  of 
his  friendship  for  our  land  system  and  his  unwil- 
lingness to  disturb  it,  when  he  opposes  such  a  just 
and  reasonable  restriction  as  is  now  proposed,  and 
leaves  the  bill  almost  boundless  in  its  application 
and  interminable  in  point  of  time? 

The  Senator  over  the  way,  (Mr.  Cult  of  Ala- 
bama,) thought  no  part  of  my  objections  worthy  of 
the  least  notice  but  that  in  reference  to  the  loss  of 
the  sixteenth  section  reserved  in  every  township 
for  the  purposes  of  education.  He  says  my  fears 
on  that  subject  are  groundless,  and  my  representa- 
tions deceptive,  because  the  sixteenth  section  is  al- 
ready reserved  by  a  provision  in  the  bill.  That  is 
matter  of  construction.  It  is  not  reserved  by  the 
words  of  the  bill.  Suppose  a  man  should  settle  on 
the  sixteenth  section,  (and  how  are  yon  going  to 
prevent  him?)  When  it  is  found  that  that  is  a 
good  section,  and  has  been  settled  on,  you  will  be 
immediately  applied  to  to  change  the  school  section 
in  that  township  for  another.  Have  we  seen  no- 
thing like  this  in  times  past? 

But  the  Senator  said  that  I  had  always  warred 
against  the  new  Stater,  and  against  the  people  of 
his  State  in  particular.  I  deny  it;  I  repudiate  the 
charge.  It  is  his  Interpretation  of  my  course;  but 
I  plead  to  his  jurisdiction,  and  I  deny  the  truth  of 
his  accusation.    No,  sir;  it  is  the  Senator 
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who  is  warring  against  the  interests  of  his  own 
Stale.  It  is  the  Senator  who  is  willing  to  give  up  the 
share  of  that  State  in  the  rich  and  fertile  lands  of 
Missouri  and  Arkansas,  for  a  parcel  of  wretched v 
miserable  pine  barrens.  For  these  he  is  ready  to 
barter  away  the  inheritance  of  bis  own  Alabama, 
in  all  the  rich  and  abandaot  regions  northwest  of 
the  Ohio.  No,  sir,  no;  I  have  been  the  true  friend 
of  the  new  States,  as,  I  hope,  of  a' I  the  States. 
la  offering  a  just  and  and  liberal  distribution 
among  them  all,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  the  public  do- 
main, and  in  constderaiioa  of  the  peculiar  situa- 
tion of  the  newer  States,  I  have  proposed  to  add 
twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  to  their  shares  in  this 
distribution.  Is  this  the  part  of  an  enemy?  If  the 
Senator  chose  to  say  tbst,  in  his  opinion,  I  was 
waning  against  the  interests  of  his  State,  it  would 
have  been  another  thing;  but  I  deny  his  right  here, 
or  thai  of  any  other  Senator,  to  pronounce,  as  ex 
cajaubra,  that  I  am  the  enemy  of  the  new  States, 
and  am  warring  against  them.  The  fact  is  directly 
the  reverse.  1  have  been  consulting  their  truest  in- 
terests by  urgiog  a  just,  liberal,  generous  system  of 
policy,  which  would  at  once  advance  the  interests 
and  secure  ihe  ultimate  prosperity  of  every  State 
in  the  Union.  I  regret  that  the  8enator  rhould 
have  taken  occasion  to  make  this  remark.  It 
was  unnecessary;  it  was  uncalled  for.  If  the  Se- 
nator diners  from  me  in  opinion,  let  him  differ 
like  a  man,  in  an  open,  fair,  dignified,  and  courte- 
ous manner.  Because  he  opposes  my  course  in  re- 
ference to  the  public  lands,  does  it  therefore  follow 
that  I  am  hostile  to  the  new  States?  I  trust  not; 
and  I  hope,  in  future,  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
will  manifest  a  little  more  of  toleration  and  of  cour- 
tesy in  bis  speeches  here.  The  Senator  chose  to 
use  the  word  "irrevocable,"  as  applied  by  me  to 
the  provision  of  this  bill.  I  never  used  ihe  word. 
I  said  ihe  bill  was  inienmnttbU  in  point  of  lime; 
and  in  its  present  form  it  is  interminable,  until  the 
requisite  authority  shall  interpose  to  repeal  it. 

From  a  view  of  the  whole  subject,  I  am  opposed 
to  the  bill,  as  impairing  the  amount  of  revenue  to 
come  into  the  Treasury  during  the  present  year, 
thereby  augmenting  a  deficit  for  which  provision 
ought  long  since  to  have  been  made,  and  as 
fraught  with  evils  passing  all  imagination,  from 
the  disputes  an<Lcontests  for  title  among  that  flood 
of  settlers  which  is  invited  from  all  the  quarters  of 
the  known  world  to  rush  in  a  mass  upon  our  pub* 
lie  domain.  I  have  made,  and  shall  continue  to 
make  opposition,  as  heretofore,  with  this  difference, 
that,  whereas  formerly  I  opposed  pre-emption  bills, 
though  only  retrospective  in  their  operation,  and 
confined  to  a  particular  district,  I  oppose  this  the 
mere  as  being  prospective,  interminable,  and 
reaching  to  the  entire  extent  of  the  public  do.nain. 
And,  most  marvellous  of  all,  it  is  yet  said  that  all 
this  involves  no  interference  whatever  with  our  ad- 
mirable, our  venerable,  and  long-tried  land  system, 
which  has  been  so  justly  lauded  on  the  present 
occasion. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  not  his  purpose 
to  interim  in  the  dispute  between  the  two  Sena- 
tors of  the  same  name,  though  on  opposite  sides  of 
the  Senate  and  of  the  question.  He  should  leave 
them  to  fight  their  own  battle.  I  gave  my  reasons 
(said  Mr.  B.)  for  believing  that  the  revenue  during 
the  present  year  will  be  much  greater  than  that  of 
the  past,  and  is  likely  to  reach  #19,000,000. 

Mr.  Clat-  (Interposing.)  Will  tbe  Senator  be 
.so  good  as  to  tell  us,  if  the  matter  stands  as  he  has 
just  represented,  how  it  happens  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  has  estimated  the  first  quarter  of  the 
present  year  at  no  more  than  #3,000,000? 

Mr.  Bqchanav  said  he  should  before  he  took  his 
seat.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  expressed 
an  opinion  contrary  to  mine.  Mine  is  based  on 
some  facts,  at  least.  His,  so  far  as  appears,  is 
founded  upon  none. 

Mr.  Clav.  None  except  the  product  of  the  last 
year. 

Mr.  Buchanan.  Yes;  but  I  have  shown  a  dis- 
tinction between  our  circumstances  during  the  last 
year  and  the  present.  The  Senator  speaks  of  the 
revenue  of  the  first  quarter.  Why,  sir,  we  have 
entered  but  twenty  days  in  that  quaner,  and  what 
estimate  can  as  yet  be  formed  as  to  tba»? 

Mr*  Clay.    The  Secretary  has  made  one. 


Mr.  Buchanan.  The  receipts  of  this  quarter 
will  mainly  depend  on  last  fall's  importations,  not 
on  those  of  the  present  year.  You  cannot,  as  yet, 
estimate,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  what  the  re- 
sults will  be  for  this  year.  There  have  been  great 
and  unusual  storms  on  the  ocean,  and  great  de- 
struction of  property;  but  so  many  arrivals  have 
already  taken  place,  as  to  justify  the  expectation 
that  tbe  amount  of  duties  at  the  custom- 
house will  be  largely  increased.  Every  body 
can  see  that  the  receipts  for  the  first  quar- 
ter must,  of  course,  fall  short,  because  they  de- 
pend chiefly  on  the  importations  of  last  year,  and 
there  has  not  been  time,  as  yet,  to  show  whether 
the  Senator's  estimate  for  tbe  whole  year  or  my 
own  may  prove  to  be  correct.  I  calculate  that  there 
will  be  $19,000,000  of  revenue,  because  the  impor- 
tation will  probably  be  large,  and  no  reduction  of 
the  tariff  will  occur  under  the  existing  Uws  till  the 
last  day  of  next  December.  But  vast  importations, 
though  they  augment  the  revenue,  furnish  in  them- 
selves no  evidence  of  national  prosperity.  On  that 
subject,  cur  history  runs  in  one  eternal  cjcle.  One 
year,  we  import  too  much,  and  have  more  goods 
than  we  can  pay  for.  We  become  alarmed  at  tht», 
and  the  next  year  import  too  little;  and  hence  the 
history  of  our  foreign  commerce  is  a  history  of  ex- 
pansion and  contraction,  and  of  perpetually  recur- 
ring revulsions. 

The  next  thing  I  shall  refer  to  in  the  remarks 
which  fell  from  the  honorable  Senator,  was,  that 
his  good  taste  and  his  good  nature  did  not  induce 
him. to  forbear  from  some  remarks  upon  my  poor 
mission  to  Rus  >ia. 

[Mr.  Clay,  (speaking  across.)  You  filled  it  so 
well  that  yru  ought  not  to  complain  of  me  on  that 
account ] 

Thar,  to  be  sure,  is  a  sugar-plum,  which  in  some 
measure  corrects  the  acidity  of  what  went  before. 
It  comes  in  very  timely,  and  prevents  some  re- 
marks in  which  I  might  otherwise  have  indulged. 
I  can,  with  great  truth,  say  that  mission  was  whol- 
ly unsolicited  by,  me,  and  that  it  was  as  unexpected 
as  any  event,*  the  most  improbable,  could  have 
been,  nor  was  it  desired  by  me. 

[Mr.  Clay  (across.)  No  bad  thing  though — not 
a  thing  for  a  man  to  turn  up  his  nose  at.] 

It  was  not  refused,  it  is  true— but  only  for  the 
reason  that  it  was  pressed  with  so  much  earnest- 
ness by  the  distinguished  man  then  at  the  head  of 
the  Government.  1  accordingly  yielded  and  went 
abroad;  and  I  can  say,  for  the  benefit  of  any  gen- 
tleman (if  such  there  be)  who  may  be  looking  for- 
ward to  a  foreign  mission  as  some  great  thing,  that 
he  will  most  assuredly  be  disappointed,  unless,  in- 
deed, he  happens  to  be  a  millionaire. 

I  am  glad,  on  one  account,  however,  that  I  ac- 
cepted the  mission.  The  precedent  may  do  some 
good  to  my  friends  on  this  side  of  (he  House.  It 
requires  no  prophet,  to  predict,  that  in  appointing 
members  of  Congress  to  office,  General  Harrison 
will  at  least  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  "his  illus- 
trious predecessor,"  and  may  probably  leave  him 
far  behind.  It  would  be  hard  indeed  to  deprive 
him  of  the  services  of  so  many  distinguished  Se- 
nators and  Representatives,  and  equally  hard  to 
deprive  them  of  the  pleasure  of  serving  him,  by 
acting  upon  a  political  principle  which  would  ex- 
clude" them  from  office.  I  am  happy  to  believe  that 
there  is  no  danger  of  any  such  unpleasant  result. 
If  I  read  the  signs  of  the  times  aright,  whatever 
objections  may  have  existed  against  General  Jack- 
son on  this  score,  they  will  at  least  be  equally  well 
founded  against  bis  illustrious  successor;  and  if  any 
of  his  friends  here  should  happen  to  be  looking 
out  for  "loaves  and  fishes,"  all  I  can  say  is,  that 
I  wish  them  God  speed.  I  mi*ht  add,  if  it  did  not 
weaken  the  force  of  the  precedent,  that  the  mis- 
sion was  not  offered  to  me,  until  after  I  had  re- 
tired from  Congress,  and  become  a  private  citizen. 
!  The  honorable  Senator  says  that  the  time  has 
not  yet  come  to  investigate  the  extravagance  of 
the  Van  Bnren  administration.  Well,  1  hope 
it  may  come,  and  I  now  venture  to  say  that  those 
who  attapk  it  will  not  be  able  to  show,  in  the  whole 
course  of  that  Administration,  any  items  of  censu- 
rable extravagance.  If  any  such  exist,  the  oppor- 
tunity to  investigate  them  is  always  present.  Every 
I  particular  of  expenditure,  down  to  the  last  cent,  is 


open  before  you.  What  act  of  Congress  has  Mr. 
Yan  Buren  violated?  In  what  has  be  departed 
from  those  economical  principles  we  all  profess, 
and  which  I  hope  we  shall  all  practice?  I  know 
of  none.  We  have  called  on  gentlemen  to  specify 
particular?,  but  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  says 
that  he  goes  only  for  aggregates.  He  looks  only  at 
the  footing  of  the  bill.  Can  he  defend  such  a 
course?  With  all  his  ability  and  eloquence,  can 
be  show  that  this  Is  a  fair  mode  of  judging?  The 
question  depends  not  on  the  gross  amount  of  ex* 
penditnre,  but  whether  the  expenditures  have  been 
kept  within  the  proper  limits;  whether  they  have 
been  wisely  directed.  If  a  man  buys  what  is  very 
valuable,  he  must  pay  proportionally,  and  no  mo- 
ney has  been  expended  by  this  administration 
which  was  not  sanctioned  by  Congress. 

On  the  subject  cf  pre-emption,  I  think  I  am  per- 
fectly safe,  for,  although  I  am  menaced  by  the  gi- 
ant arm  of  ihe  Senator  from  Kentucky,  yet  I  am 
shielded  by  that  of  General  Harrison,  the  distin- 
guished "military  chieftain"  who  is  soon  to  take 
the  head  of  the  Government.  We  have  heard  that 
he  goe*  the  whole  for  the  pre-emption  principle. 
Would  it,  then,  not  be  well  for  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  to  reconsider  bis  opposition?  Let  him 
not  attack  the  bill  as  hostile  to  the  great  principles 
of  our  land  system,  because  it  does  not  trench  upon 
them  at  all.  It  does  not  reduce  the  price  of  the 
land.  It  proposes  to  keep  that  up  at  ft  25  per 
acre.  Its  whole  effect  is  to  give  to  tbe  industrious 
and  honest  settler  an  opportunity  to  buy  for  him- 
self a  home,  provided  he  contents  himself  with  a 
quarter  seciion  of  land— a  small  inroad  indeed  on 
the  existing  land  system — a  system  to  which  I  am 
quite  as  much  devoted  at  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  said  be  should  not  pro- 
tract the  debate,  but  would  occupy  as  little  time  as 
possible,  for  he  sought  to  hasten  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill.  He  was,  however,  called  up  by  the  re- 
marks of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay  ] 
He  had  been  unfortunate  enough  to  excite  that  Se- 
nator's ire,  because  he  had  controverted  the  two 
alleged  facts  on  which  the  Senator  relied  as  ob- 
jections drawn  from  the  bill.  Tbe  one  wa?,  that 
the  bill  destroyed  and  utterly  took  away  the  six- 
teenth or  school  section  in  every  township;  in  con- 
tradiction to  which,  Mr  C.  had  referred  to  the  law 
of  the  country  which  reserved  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tion beyond  the  reach  of  danger.  As  to  the  term 
which  the  Senator  had  applied  to  the  bill,  Mr.  C.  bad 
quoted  it  as  "irrevocable;"  it  was  probably  "inter- 
minable;" but  Mr.  C.  considered  the  two  words  as 
much  the  same.  He  should  like  to  know  the  prac- 
tical difference  between  them.  If  the  bill  was  •'in- 
terminable," did  not  that  deny  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  repeal  it  just  as  much  as  if  it  was  "irrevo- 
cable?" Mr.  C.  said  he  was  disposed  to  treat  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  with  courtesy,  but  when  a 
measure,  in  introducing  which  Mr.  C.  bad  taken  an 
active  part,  was  assailed  in  an  unwarrantable  man- 
ner, he  felt  bound  to  defend  it.  The  Senator  com- 
plained of  Mr.  C.  for  charging  him  with  warring 
against  tbe  new  States.  He  had  made  such  a 
charge,  and  he  thought  himself  warranted  by  facta 
to  do  se.  The  Senator,  however,  plead  to  his  ju- 
risdiction; and  yet,  in  the  very  next  breath,  under- 
took to  defend  himself  against  the  charge.  Mr.  C 
did  not  claim  to  be  the  Senator's  judge;  he  was  not 
the  judge,  nor  did  he  claim  jurisdiction  over  him; 
he  was  the  complainant,  the  Senator  was  the  party 
to  be  tried;  the  true  judge  in  the  case  was  tbe  coun- 
try, and  to  its  decision  Mr.  C*  would  leave  him. 
The  Senator  might  attempt  to  constitute  himself  a. 
judge  in  this  as  in  many  other  matters,  but  Mr.  C. 
should  appeal  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  memorials  of  their  Legislatures.  What 
did  they  say?  They  had  applied  to  Congress  to 
have  the  lands  of  inferior  quality  placed  upon  their 
proper  basis;  they  had  remonstrated  against  and 
censured  the  policy  which  that  Senator  advocated. 
They  had  passed  upon  tbe. question;  they  bad  re-. 
peated  thoir  remonstrances  and  memorials  for  these 
fifteen  years  past,  which  fully  confirmed  Mr.  C.  in 
the  opinion  he  bad  expressed.  Had  not  the  Sena- 
tor advocated  principles  directly  in  contradiction  to 
the  prayer  of  these  memorials?  Had  ho  not  op- 
posed the  reduction  of  the  price  even  of  the  swamp 
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lands  of  Mississippi?  The  people  even  of  the  o?d 
Stales  could  see  into  the  justice  of  this.  Mr.  C. 
would  be  willing  to  appeal  to  them;  he  was  leady 
to  make  them  his  judges.  But  the  appeal  came  too 
late;  judgment  had  been  already  pronounced  uppn 
the  Senator— not  by  Mr.  0.  but  by  his  «onstitu- 
ents,  as  well  as  by  all  the  Senators  representing  the 
new  States. 

The  Senator  bad  talked  about  the  effect  of  this 
bill  in  reducing  the  public  revenue,  which  he  repre- 
sented as  most  ruinous;  but  did  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor forget  that  be  had  himself  voted  to  distribute 
the  entire  revenue  among  the  Slate??  Would  tbat 
have  no  effect  in  impoverishing  the  Treasury?  Mr. 
C.  denied  the  Senator's  position  in  all  its  bearings. 
But  it  was  most  manifest  that  the  Senator's  own 
scheme  of  distribution  was  open  to  the  very  objec- 
tion he  urged  against  this  bill  in  a  still  greater  de- 
gree. The  Senator  seemed  to  have  forgotten  the 
pelicy  he  had  himself  been  advocating  and  urging 
on  the  country  for  the  last  eight  or  nine  years.  Mr. 
C.  it  seemed,  was  already  judged  by  the  Senator  for 
truly  representing  the  interests  and  sentiments  of  bis 
constituents.  He  was  not  willing,  however,  that 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  should  be  his  judge  on 
that  subject:  he  was  not  responsible  to  him.  The 
Senator  had  imputed  to  Mr.  C.  the  warring  against 
the  interests  of  his  own  State,  when,  in  fact,  he  was 
but  obeying  her  voice: 

As  to  General  Harrison,  did  the  Senator  doubt 
that  he  was  pledged,  both  by  his  votes  in  the  Senate 
and  by  his  letters  since,  in  favor  of  pre-emption  and 
graduation?  Did  the  Senator  doubt  Urn?  At  one 
time,  in  1838,  the  Senator  had  a  very  distinct  im- 
pression on  that  subject.  When  injurious  epithets 
had  been  used  by  the  Senator  against  the  pioneers 
of  the  wilderness,  the  friends  of  General  Harrison 
had  deemed  it  necessary  thai  they  should  speak  for 
him  as  to  his  views  on  that  subject;  and  the  editor 
of  the  Commercial  Bulletin,  a  paper  published  in 
Missouri,  adverted  to  a  letter  of  General  Harrison, 
which  was  very  laconic  and  to  the  point,  stating 
that  be  was  in  favor  of  pre-emption,  and  had  al- 
ways been  so.  When  Mr.  C.  read  the  letter  he  was 
gratified;  and  he  presumed  that  he  need  not  assure 
either  the  Senate  or  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky that  this  avowal,  together  with  his  former 
rotes  in  favor  of  graduation  and  pre-emption,  went 
very  far  toward  obtaining  for  General  Harrison  the 
amount  of  votes  he  had  received.  It  had  been 
very  truly  said  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Buchanan]  that  the  professed 
friends  of  General  Harrison  here  were  at  variance 
with  the  votes  and  opinions  of  General  H.  himself; 
and  yet  they  complained  of  Mr.  C.  and  his  friends, 
who  were  engaged  in  an  effort  to  establish,  in  ad- 
vance, the  very  principle  which  the  coming  Presi- 
dent avowed.  Mr.  C.  could  not  see  any  plausible 
objection  to  the  measure;  it  meiely  allowed  honest 
settlers  to  take  up  a  small  quantity  of  land,  in  pre- 
erence  to  speculators  and  rich  monopolists,  who 
would  otherwise  get  possession  of  the  lands  and 
hold  them  up  from  sale^ 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  he  would  add  but 
two  or  three  words  in  reply.  Nothing  was  further 
(said  Mr.  C.)  from  my  purpose,  in  what  I  said 
when  last  up,  than  to  intimate  that  the  worthy  Se- 
nator from  Pennsylvania,  my  chairman  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  did  any  thing  impro- 
per in  accepting  the  offer  of  his  late  mission  to  Rus- 
sia; far,  very  far  from  it.  I  know  what  was  his 
standing  with  his  party,  which  no  doubt  induced 
the  offer  of  such  an  appointment;  nor  do  I  doubt 
that,  in  accepting  it,  he  yielded  to  the  earnest  and 
pressing  solicitations  ot  his  worthy  chief,  a  former 
President  of  the  United  States.  1  said  tbat  the  mo- 
tive which  led  to  the  eulogy  pronounced  by  him  on 
General  Jackson  was  a  sense  of  gratitude,  and  this 
feeling  must  doubtless  have  been  greatly  increased 
by  the  circumstances  to  which  he  referred.  Be- 
sides, a  foreign  mission,  and  that  a  mission  to  Ras- 
sie,  is  not  a  thing  to  be  sneered  at.  No  doubt  the 
worthy  Senator,  in  fulfilling  his  distinguished  ap- 
pointment, may  have  suffered  much  in  his  family 
affairs,  and  his  separation  from  those  to  whom  he 
may  be  bound  in  tender  ties;  and  it  he  went,  it  was 
merely  to  oblige  his  friend  and  patron,  who  urged 
the  appointment  upon  him. 


A  word  to  the  Senator  from  Alabama.  He  says 
that  I  have  been  condemned  in  my  views  of  policy 
by  all  the  nine  new  landed  States.  Ah !  the  Sena- 
tor no  doubt  is  very  correct!  What  says  Ohio? 
She  has  been  anxious  for  the  policy  I  advocate  for 
these  eight  years  past.  The  Governor,  in  his  mes? 
sage  to  the  State  Legislature,  sanctions  and  recom- 
mends it.  What  says  Indiana?  Her  Legislature 
is  in  favor  of  my  distribution  policy  by  a  majority 
of  sixty  votes;  and  Missouri  is  not  much  behind 
her.  And  I  now  predict  that,  when  that  measure 
shall  be  presented  to  this  body,  there  will  be  scarce 
a  Senator  from  the  new  States  but  will  be  in 
favor  of  it,  recommended  as  it  is  by  all  just  and 
generous  principles  and  considerations  which  ad- 
dress themselves  to  the  mind  of  a  patriot  and  a 
statesman. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama  explained.  He  had  re- 
ferred to  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  new  States 
during  the  fifteen  years  last  past.  He  might  have 
been  mistaken  as  to  Ohio  for  a  few  years.  In  the 
existing  state  of  things  there,  placed,  as  she  was,(in 
the  hands  of  a  party  openly  opposed  to  gradua- 
■  tion,  the  friends  of  the  present  bill  could  entertain 
no  hope. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  Mr.  Hooting* 
ton*8  amendment,  restricting  the  operation  of  the 
bill  to  two  years,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as 
follows:  Yeas  22,  nays  22. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  voting  in  the  nega- 
tive, the  amendment  was  rejected. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  FULTON. 

OF  ARKANSAS. 

In  SxtuTE,  Monday  February  1,  1841. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption system,  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,  who  shall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  log  cabin  thereon, was  taken  up,  the  question 
being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden  to  recom- 
mit the  bill,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  among  the  States,  which  Mr:  Young  had 
proposed  to  amend  by  a  motion  to  substitute  for  it 
the  bill  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  proposing  to  cede  the 
lands  to  the  Slates  within  which  they  lie,  upon  cer- 
tain conditions. 

Mr.  FULTON  said  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
say  a  few  words  on  the  proposition  just  submitted 
by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Young]  to  cede 
the  public  lands  to  the  States  wi  hin  which  they  lie. 
This  proposition  had  been,  as  he  thought,  very  un* 
justly  rejected  some  time  since,  by  a  large  majority 
of  the  Senate,  when  it  was  offered  as  an  amend- 
ment by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Calhoun]  to  the  proposition  to  distribute  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  That  Sena- 
tor had  nobly  surrendered  bis  prejudices  upon  the 
altar  of  his  country,  and  came  to  the  rescue  of  the 
younger  members  of  this  Union.  He  proposed  to 
relieve  them  from  the  odious  condition  of  thraldom 
and  vassalage,  in  which  they  have  been  hitherto 
held  by  the  strong  arm  of  power  of  this  Federal 
Government.  He  had  looked  with  the  eye  of  a 
statesman  upon  the  evils  which  have  resulted  from 
the  present  system,  not  only  to  the  new  States,  but 
to  this  Government  also;  and  which  are  increasing 
to  such  an  alarming  extent,  as  even  to  threaten  the 
welfare  and  harmony  of  the  Union  itself.  He 
therefore  boldly  came  forward  with  a  proposition, 
calculated  to  secure  the  righ's  of  both  the  Federal 
Government  and  the  new  States,  and  which,  at  no 
distant  day,  will  be  regarded  by  all  the  older  States 
as  the  very  best  measure  for  securing  their  best  in- 
terests that  was  ever  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress.  And  yet,  for  this  great  act,  one  of 
the  greatest  of  his  life,  the  Senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina had  been  condemned  by  a  majority  of  the 
Senators  from  the  old  States. 

Nothing,  sir,  but  the  dependent  condition  of  the 
new  States  could  have  driven  them  to  consent  to  the 
terms  upon  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  cede  to  them 
the  lands  within  their  limits.  The  Legislature  of  his 
State  bad  instructed  her  Senators  to  support  the  mea- 
sure now  under  consideration,and  he  was,  therefore, 
doubly  bound  to  advocate  this  amendment,  al- 
though he  did  not  believe  that  the  proposition  was 
as  liberal  to  the  new  States  as  be  thought  it  ought 


to  be.  As  the  subject  was,  in  so  many  aspects,  of 
the  first  importance  to  the  country  and  to  the  States, 
he  hoped  he  should  be  indulged  with  the  patience 
of  the  Senate,  while  he  submitted  his  views  in  re- 
lation to  it.  He  could  not  boast  of  coming  to  the 
consideration  of  this  subject  with  impartial  feelings. 
He  acknowledged  that  he  felt,  deeply  felt,  the  op- 
pressiveness of  the  bonds  into  which  his  State  had 
been  forced  to  enter  when  she  was  ladmitted  into 
Union.  He  feared,  therefore,  that  it  would  not  be 
in  bis  power  to  convince  the  Senate  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  remarks. he  intendecfto  submit.  His 
own  conviction?  of  the  correctness  of  the  conclu- 
sions at  which  he  had  arrived,  were  such,  how* 
ever,  as  induced  him  to  indulge  the  hope  that  be 
could  demonstate  that  great  injustice  had  been  done 
to  the  new  Stales,  and  tbat  instead  of  being  con- 
demned as  untrustworthy  and  faithless,  he  hoped 
to  be  able  to  prove,  that  they  bad  been  true  to 
their  contracts  beyond  what  even  justice  to  them* 
selves  demanded  of  them. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  never  in- 
tended that  the  new  States,  for  whose  admission 
into  the  Union  it  provides,  should  come  Into  the 
Union  as  mere  dependencies;  and  yet,  such  is  the 
true  sitsatton,  at  this  time,  of  the  new  States  who 
have  been  admitted  into  the  Union.  The  new 
States  are  completely  at  the  mercy  of  the  Federal 
Government.  By  refusing  to  sell  the  public  lands, 
or  raising  the  price  so  high  as  to  prevent  its  sale,  it 
is  in  the  power  of  Congress  so  to  limit  the  revenue 
of  the  new  States  as  to  deprive  them  of  the  means 
of  supporting  their  Governments;  or  otherwise 
making  it  so  burdensome  upon  the  inhabitants  as 
to  deter  all  emigrants  from  settling  within  their 
limits.  According  to  the  compacts  made  with  the 
new  States  upon  their  admission,  the  lands  of  the 
Federal  Government  cannot  be  taxed  by  the  new 
States.  This  is  a  complete  denial  of  sovoreiguty, 
and  gives  to  this  Government  the  entire  mastery 
over  the  new  States.  That  this  power  over  them 
has  not  been  so  exercised  as  to  be  intolerable,  is 
not  because  the  power  does  not  exist  in  this  Go- 
vernment under  these  compacts,  but  because  Con- 
gress has  chosen  not  so  to  exercise  it  as  to  have 
palpably  demonstrated  its  incompatibility  with  the 
spirit  and  intention  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 
This  Union  was  originally  formed  of  free,  sove- 
reign and  independent  States.  They  were  each 
acknowledged  by  Great  Britain  to  be  free,  sove- 
reign and  independent;  and,  by  virtue  of  that  ac- 
knowledgment, became  possessed  of  ail  the  pow- 
ers and  rights  of  distinct  Governments,  and  of  ti- 
tle to  the  soil  within  their  limits,  the  same  as  Great 
Britain  had  possessed  previous  to  that  acknow- 
ledgment. They  were  thus  created  sovereign  and 
independent  States.  As  such  States,  they  entered 
into  the  Federal  Union,  and  formed  ihetr  Federal 
Constitution.  That  Constitution  gives  to  Congress 
the  power  to  admit  new  States  into  this  Union. 
Whenever  Congress  exercises  that  power,  she  re- 
cognises the  State  so  admitted  as  a  free,  sovereign, 
and  independent  State,  precisely  as  did  Great  Bri- 
tain when  she  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
her  colonies.  The  Territories  of  the  United  States 
are  to  the  Federal  Government  what  the  colonies 
were  to  Great  Britain.  They  are  dependencies,  for 
whom  Congress  has  the  power  granted  to  it  to  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations.  Congress  has 
the  power  to  dispose  of  the  soil,  and  to  organize 
tbem  into  Governments,  so  long  as  they  remain  as 
the  territory  of  the  United  States.  But,  the  mo- 
ment they  are  acknowledged  to  be  independent 
Statu,  Congress  must  necessarily  part  with  all 
power  and  authority  over  them,  excepting  such  as 
the  old  States  granted  to  Congress  over  themselves 
when  they  entered  into  the  Union.  They 
have  no  longer  any  Untie*  State  ferritary  with- 
in their  limits,  and  Congress,  therefore,  has 
no  longer  any  right  to  dispose  of  any  such 
Territory.  u  New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the 
Congress  into  this  Union."  This  is  the  language 
of  the  Constitution.  What  bind  of  States  are 
here  contemplated  to  be  admitted?  Why,  sir,  they 
must  be  co-equals  in  all  respects  with  those  already 
in  the  Union.  They  must  be  States,  as  the  old 
States  were,  that  is,  States  acknowledging  no  supe- 
rior, owing  no  allegiance,  possessed  of  every  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty,  and  entitled  to  nil  the  rights, 
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title,  and  jurisdiction  over  the  territory  within  their 
limits,  as  appertain  to  every  independent  Govern* 
meat  on  earth.  This  was  what  the  Constitution 
contemplated,  when  the  power  to  admit  new  States 
was  given  to  Congress.  The  Northwest  territory 
was  the  territory  provided  for.  It  was  to  be  dis- 
posed of  by  Congress  for  the  support  of  the  Go- 
vernment. It  was  to  be  sold  to  citizens,  who  were 
t*  organize  themselves  under  its  antnority  into  de- 
pendent Governments.  As  was  the  practice  in  the 
beginning,  it  was  contemplated  that  millions  of 
acres  would  be  disposed  of  to  companies,  and  that 
in  this  way,  the  great  body  of  the  soil  wonld  be 
disposed  of,  before  the  Territory  would  be  ready 
to  become  a  State.  To  obtain  a  fair  considera- 
tion for  the  remainder,  whenever  the  Territory  be- 
came strong  enough  to  claim  her  right  to  indepen- 
dence, and  her  right  to  admission  into  the  Union, 
as  the  co-equal  of  the  States,  the  Congress  should 
have  in  every  instance  disposed  of  such  remainder 
of  the  territorial  domain  to  the  State  abont  to  be 
admitted,  npon  such  equitable  and  reasonable  terms 
as>uch  State  could  have  in  good  faith  complied 
with.  The  framers  of  the  Constitution  never  con- 
templated that  this  Government  wonld  become  a' 
landjobber  or  speculator.  It  was  to  be  sold  for  a 
moderate  sum  to  communities  who  could  settle  it. 
The  great  object  was  to  add  strength  to  the  nation, 
by  adding  young,  vigorous,  and  flourishing  States 
to  the  Union.  That  these  States  were  to  have  the 
right  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  over  the  soil 
within  their  limits,  is  proved  by  that  provision  of 
the  Constitution,  which  grants  to  Congress  "  ex- 
clusive legislation  over  this  District,  and  over  such 
places  within  the  limits  of  the  States,  as  are  ne- 
cessary for  the  erection  of  forts,  msgszines,  arse- 
nals, dock  yards,  and  other  needful  buildings." 
The  same  soil  cannot  be  subject  to  the  legislation 
of  two  separate  and  distinct  sovereignties.  There* 
fore  the  Constitution  found  it  necessary  to  obtain 
from  the  States  the  right  of  jurisdiction  over  so 
much  of  the  soil  within  their  limits,  as  was 
necessary  for  the  occupancy  of  the  military  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  use  of  the  Federal 
Government.  Without  this  provision  in  the  Con- 
stitution, Congress  could  not  constitutionally  exer- 
cise legislation  over  a  foot  of  land  within  the  limits 
of  any  State  of  this  Union.  The  Constitution  fur- 
ther says  that  "Congress  shall  have  power  to  dis- 
pose of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory  and  other  property  belonging 
to  the  United  States."  Respecting  the  Unitary  be- 
longing to  the  United  States!  The  moment,  then, 
that  a  territory  becomes  a  free  and  independent 
State,  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  dispose  of, 
and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respect- 
ing such  territory  so  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
mast  necessarily  cease  and  determine.  That  sec- 
tion clearly  applies  to  a  territory  belonging  to  the 
United  States.  The  moment,  therefore,  that  such  a 
territory  become  a  State,  it  no  longer  belongs  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  right  to  dispose  of  it,  and  to 
legislate  over  it,  must  necessarily  be  surrendered. 
It  most,  therefore,  be  admitted,  that  the  legislation 
of  Congress  over  the  soil  within  the  limits  of  either 
of  the  States  of  this  Union,  is  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution,  if  the  views  submitted  are  correct. 

It  becomes  the  doty  of  Congress  to  look  seriously 
intoihis  matter,  and  to  see  if  they  were  not  every  day 
of  their  Kves  violating  the  Constitution,  when  they 
were  constantly  passing  laws  in  relation  to  the  soil 
within  the  limits  of  sovereign  and  independent 
States.  If  these  views  are  correct,  it  would  seem 
to  be  the  bonnden  duty  of  Congress  immediately  to 
dispose  of,  te  the  new  States,  all  ihe  public  lands 
within  the  limits  of  each,  and  to  settle  forever  this 
odious  and  cruel  conflict,  so  injurious  to  the  new 
States,  and  so  unworthy  of  such  a  Government  as 
that  of  the  United  States.  To  be  a  sovereign  State, 
and  not  a  dependency,  the  State  must  possess  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  over  the  soil  within  her  limits; 
she  muit  have  power  to  tax  the  foil  for  the  support 
of  her  government,  or  she  is  dependent.  But  the 
Statcs,asthey  became  strong  enough  to  ask  admission 
into  the  Union,  were  forced  to  surrender  this  indis- 
pensable attribute  of  sovereignty.  Tbey  have  bound 
themselves  not  to  interfere  with  the  sale  by  Con- 
gress of  the  public  lands  within  their  limits,  nor  to 
tax  them,  so  long  as  they  remain  unsold;  and,  in 


some  of  the  States,  not  for  five  years  after  they  are 
sold.  These  terms  are  directly  contrary  to  the 
spirit  and  intention  of  the  Federal  Constitution; 
they  are  oppressive  and  unjust;  they  have  materi- 
ally retarded  the  growth  of  the  new  State*;  but  some 
of  them  have  grown  astonishingly,  notwithstanding 
they  have  had  to  contend  with  such  great  and 
almost  insurmountable  obstacles;  and  yet,  the  new 
States  have  complied  in  good  faith  with  these  op- 
pressive compacts,  which  they  were  forced  to  sub- 
mit to,  or  else  be  compelled  to  remain  in  a  state  of 
colonial  dependency  for  an  indefinite  number  of 
years*  The  new  States  have  strictly  complied 
with  their  contracts,  notwithstanding  the  odious 
condition  in  which  it  places  them.  They  permit 
their  own  citizens  to  become  officers  of  this  Go- 
vernment, who  sell  the  public  lands  without  mo- 
lestation or  difficulty — they  receive  your  money, 
and  pay  it  into  the  National  Treasury.  Their  citi- 
zens are  constantly  driven  to  apply  to  Congress  to 
pass  laws  for  their  relief;  and,  they  and  their  re- 
presentatives are  placed  in  the  humble  attitude  of 
suppliants  for  your  justice  and  liberality  at  each 
succeeding  session  of  Congress.  Is  it  not  mockery 
to  call  the  new  States  independent,  so  Ions:  as  they 
are  held  in  such  a  state  of  vassalage?  But,  it  is 
now  proposed  to  place  tbem  at  the  mercy  of  some 
twenty  masters.  Make  it  the  interest  of  the  old 
States  to  raise  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and 
you  stop  at  once  all  liberal  action  on  the  part  of 
Congress  towards  the  settlers  in  the  new  States. 
You  create  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  States  to  get 
all  the  money  they  can  eut  of  the  citizens  of  the 
new  States — you  whet  their  appetites  for  gold,  pro- 
cured from  others  without  labor  or  exertion.  This 
appetite  for  gold  will  increase  with  every  contribu- 
tion, and  at  last,  it  will  not  be  satisfied  but  with 
the  life's  blood  of  the  citizens  of  the  new  States. 
He  regarded  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  as  a  violation  of  the  compacts  into 
which  Ihe  new  States  have  been  forced  to  enter;  and 
he  anticipated  tbat  the  new  States,  in  justice  to 
themselves,  would  be  compelled  to  claim  the  right 
to  all  the  soil  within  their  limits,  (which  such 
violation  of  the  compact  would  make  necessary 
for  their  preservation)  if  this  distribution  measure 
is  ever  adopted;  and  which  their  recognition  by  the 
United  States  as  sovereign  States  would  have  given 
them,  had  they  not  been  forced  to  enter  into  such 
compacts. 

The  effect  of  such  a  measure,  upon  the  State  he 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  repre:ent,  would  be  terri- 
ble indeed.  Her  people  would  be  drained  of  every 
dollar,  to  go  into  the  treasuries  of  other  States — no 
sir,  to  go  into  the  pockets  of  foreign  bankers,  who 
would  realize  it,  as  clear  profits,  from  the  enhance- 
ment of  the  value  of  State  stocks,  which  mast  in- 
evitably result  from  the  passing  of  such  a  law:  or, 
perhaps,  her  citizens  would  be  driven  off,  to  get  rid 
of  the  oppressions  and  burdens  which  they  would 
not  be  able  to  bear.  Arkansas  was  organized  as  a 
Territory  before  any  of  her  lands  were  sold.  Sup- 
pose Congress  had  refused  to  dispose  of  any  of  the 
lands  at  a  fair  price,  and  her  citizens  had  remained 
in  that  situation  until  she  was  admitted  into 
the  Union  as  a  State.  Suppose  then,  that  specula- 
tors had  come  into  the  State,  and  had  pur- 
chased the  homes  of  all  her  citizens,  and  had  at- 
tempted to  drive  them,  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, from  their  dwellings— could  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  such  an  attempt?  Would  not  the  Slate 
have  protected  her  citizens?  Could  this  Govern- 
ment have  enforced  such  an  attempt  at  disposses- 
sion? If  the  State  of  Arkansas  could  thus  be  pre- 
vented from  taxing  her  lands  for  her  support — if 
she  could  not  protect  her  citizens  against  such  ca- 
lamities, would  she  be  a  sovereign  State?  Would 
she  be  placed  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  other 
Stales  of  this  Union?  Would  it  not  be  idle  to  call 
her  independent?  If  you  distribute  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  ihe  States,  the 
only  effect  it  will  have  will  be  to  raise  the  value  of 
State  bonds.  You  will  deprive  this  Government  of 
five  millions  annually  of  revenue;  and  you  force 
her  to  lay  that  amount  of  duties  upon  our  importa- 
tions of  articles  which  the  people  are  compelled  to 
purchase,  and  for  which  they  will  have  to  pay  five 
millions  of  dollars  more  than  they  now  pay,  to 
make  up  for  the  deficiency;  and  the  result  of  the 


whole  operation  will  be,  not  to  give  relief  any 
where,  but  te  enable  the  present  holders  of  State 
stocks  to  realize  at  least  five  millions  of  dollars  of 
profits  per  annum  upon  their  investments.  Sup- 
pose thai  Congress,  under  the  power  to  dispose  of 
the  territory,  should  attempt  to  give  the  lands  them- 
selves, in  the  new  States,  instead  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  those  lands,  to  the  old  State*,  (and  this 
would  be  a  much  nearer  compliance  with  the  un- 
limited power  claimed  for  Congress,  under  the 
word  "dispose,"  than  that  which  is  contended  for,) 
would  the  new  States  submit  to  such  a  donation  of 
the  soil  within  their  limits?  If  the  lands  in  Arkan- 
sas were  given  to  any  State  in  ibis  Union,  such 
State  or  States  would  never  be  able  to  exercise  any 
right  of  ownership  over  the  lands  so  granted.  She 
would  resist  the  claim  of  such  masters,  and  she 
would  be  driven  to  exercise  the  rights  of  a  sove- 
reign State  ever  all  the  unappropriated  lands  with- 
in her  limits. 

To  settle  forever  all  these  difficulties,  and  to  re- 
move all  grounds  of  conflict,  between  those  States, 
who  ought  to  be,  in  all  respects,  equal;  to  place  it 
in  the  power  of  the  new  States  to  derive  a  fair 
revenue  from  the  soil  over  which  they  ought  to  be 
able  to  exercise  complete  jurisdiction;  to  place  it  in 
the  power  of  their  citizens  to  add  to  the  wealth  of 
their  States,  by  their  labor  and  enterprise,  instead 
of  thereby  adding,  as  they  now  do,  to  the  Wealth  of 
the  United  Slates,  by  enhancing  the  value  of  the 
public  lands;  to  restore  harmony  and  tranquillity 
to  the  Union,  lessen  the  expenses  and  legislation  of 
Congress,  and  forever  to  remove  a  great  engine  ca- 
pable of  influencing  most  dangerously  almost  all 
our  elections,  the  amendment  now  under  considera- 
tion proposes  to  cede  to  the  new  States,  upon  terms 
the  most  equitable  for  this  Government,  all  the  lands 
within  the  limits  of  each  State.  The  amendment 
provides  that  the  States  shall  pay  over  to  the  United 
States  65  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands.  This  is  nearly  equal  to  what  is 
realized  by  this  Government  by  the  existing  sys- 
tem. It  costs  this  Government  22  per  cent,  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  to  carry  on  the  present  sys- 
tem. To  this  add  the  five  per  cent,  granted  to  the 
new  States  for  inlernal  improvements,  and  the  va- 
rious expenses  which  cannot  be  enumerated,  and 
we  have  nearly  35  per  cent,  the  amount  proposed 
to  be  allowed  to  the  new  States  for  expenses  and 
all  other  responsibilties.  It  was  said  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay]  that  the  expenses  lo 
Ihe  Slates  (w  selling  the  public  lands  wonld  not  ex- 
ceed two  per  cent.  It  is  impossible  to  say  what 
those  expenses  would  be.  But  that  is  not  the  ques- 
tion. The  calculation  ought  to  be  founded  upon 
the  cost  of  the  system  lo  the  United  States.  Ought 
not  this  Government  to  be  willing  to  give  up  to 
the  States  the  amount  which  the  present  system 
costs,  in  order  to  obtain  a  fair  settlement  of 
this  vexatious  question?  But  it  is  contended 
lhat  the  new  States  could  not  be  relied  upon 
to  pay  over  faithfully  to  the  United  States  the  65 
per  cent,  which  they  had  contracted  to  pay.  It  is 
said  that  the  new  States  would  be  unfaithful,  and 
could  not  be  relied  upon.  This  is  said,  too,  by  Se- 
nators who  have  always  complained  at  the  slightest 
imputation  on  State  credit.  But  to  prove  the  in- 
justice of  the  assertion,  just  look  at  the  conduct  of 
the  new  States  under  the  present  system.  They 
have  surrendered  rights  to  which  they  were  clearly 
entitled,  as  free  and  independent  Stales.  Rather 
than  remain  in  a  state  of  territorial  dependency, 
they  surrendered  what  the  Constitution  guaranties 
to  eveiy  sovereign  State;  and  they  have  hitherto 
always  acted  in  good  faith,  and  in  all  respects  com- 
plied with  the  compacts  entered  into.  They  have 
never  interfered  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the 
public  lands,  nor  have  they  attempted  to  tax  it,  or 
to  exercise  any  ownership  over  it.  They  nave 
groaned  untfer  oppression,  and  yet  they  have  not 
revolted.  How  then  can  it  be  supposed  that  they 
will  not  act  equally  in  good  faith,  ia  paying  over 
the  65  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands?  Their  failure  to  do  so  would  be  an 
annulment  of  the  contract;  they  would  there- 
fore have  every  inducement'  to  comply  most 
strictly.  But  even  if  it  were  admiited  that 
the  States  could  not  be  entirely  relied  upon 
was  there  not  a  proposition  which  ought  to  obviate 
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every  objection?  It  is  proposed  that  the  States 
shall  pay  over  the  receipts  from  the  lands  quarter- 
ly, monthly,  or  as  they  are  Tecetved;  or  that  they 
should  go  directly  into  the  hands  of  an  officer  of 
the  Government.  As  your  present  land  officers  are 
citizens  of  the  States,  and  you  have  found  that  yon 
can  trust  them  with  perfect  safety,  how  can  it  be 
supposed  that  they  wouM  he  less  trnst  worthy,  if 
emptojed  by  the  State,  in  the  same  service?  The 
Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Smith]  has  justly  said, 
that  the  new  States  will  receive  much  more  under 
the  distribution  principle,  than  under  the  cession 
measure.  Besides  their  proportions  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  the  distribu- 
tion bill  proposes  to  give  to  the  new  Slates  15  or 
174  per  cent,  of  the  sales  wi'hin  their  limits;  add 
to  this  the  500,000  acres  of  land  proposed  to  be 
granted,  and  you  have  a  much  larger  sum  annually 
paid,  than  the  25  per  cent,  which  the  cession  bill 
proposes.  But  by  the  cession  bill,  the  rights  of  the 
new  Stater,  and  their  citizens,  are  to  be  secured; 
and  these  are  objects  of  such  vital  importance  to 
them,  that  they  are  not  be  weighed  in  the  balance, 
against  dollars  and  cents.  He  regarded  the  propo- 
sition to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  as  one  of  the  most  fatal  measures  to 
the  interests  of  the  new  States,  and,  indeed,  as  de- 
moralizing to  all  the  States,  that  had  ever  been 
brought  forward.  It  was  a  bad  measure  when  the 
Treasury  was  full;  but  now,  when  it  is  empty,  and 
our  revenue  is  diminishing,  to  think  of  giving  away 
a  part  of  that  revenue,  and  to  tax  ihe  people  pro- 
portionably  higher,  to  make  up  the  deficiency  thus 
created,  seemed  to  him  to  be  an  act  of  extrava- 
gance, if  not  of  madness,  which  he  was  at  a  great 
loss  to  comprehend.  If,  however,  we  mutt  have 
money  paid' over  to  the  States,  why  not  pay  over 
to  them  the  65  per  cent,  which  the  cesvion  bill  pro- 
duces, and  thus  permit  the  new  States  to  become, 
in  reality,  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  mem- 
bers of  the  Union! 

But,  sir,  let  us  look  a  little  into  this  proposition 
to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sales' of  the  public 
lands.  The  Constitution  never  contemplated  any 
other  territory  as  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
excepting  that  lying  in  the  forks  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi,  and  that  west  of  Georgia  and  north  of 
k  Florida,  to  the  Mississippi  river.  The  Constitu- 
tion gives  no  authority  to  the  Congress  <  r  to  the 
Executive  to  purchase  territory  from  a  foreign 
State.  The  purchases  which  were  made,  therefore, 
from  France  and  Spain,  were  unconstitutional,  and 
only  became  a  part  of  the  Union  by  the  acqui- 
escence of  the  States  united. 

All  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  relating  to 
the  territory  belonging  to  the  United  States  refer  to 
this  territory,  and,  it  is  to  this  territory  exclusively 
that  the  compacts  entered  into  between  the  United 
States  and  certain  Slates  which  ceded  their  right  to 
the  waste  lands,  applies.  Let  us  see  what  are  the 
provisions  of  these  compact*.  That  of  Virginia, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  this  subject,  is  in  these  words; 
he  was  compelled  to  quote  them,  although  so  often 
quoted  by  ether  Senators: 

"The  land*  00  ceded  shall  be  considered  as  a  common  fund 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  Slates  as  have 
become,  or  shall  become  members  of  the  Confederation,  or  fe- 
deral alliance  of  said  States,  Virginia  Inclusive,  according  to 
their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  ex- 
pendharej^and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for 
thai  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

During  th«  Confederation  this  Government  was 
supported  by  contributions  from  the  States.  Con- 
gress had  no  power  to  raise  a  revenue;  therefore  it 
was  agreed  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
lands  ceded  by  Virginia,  and  indeed  all  the  States, 
should  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  support  of  the  Con- 
federation; in  this  way  only  could  they  lessen  equally 
the  burdens  of  each  of  the  States.  By  these  compacts 
these  proceeds  were  set  apart  forever  for  the  support 
of  the  National  Government;  and  it  was  expressly 
stipulated  that  tbey  should  never  be  applied  to  any 
other  purpose  whatsoever.  All  the  States  then  in 
the  Confederation,  and  all  the  Slates  that  have 
come  into  the  Union  since,  are  equally  bound  by 
this  compact,  (for  the  Constitution  provides  that 
all  such  contracts  shall  be  binding  upon  the  United 
States,)  and  any  attempt  to  apply  these  proceeds 
to  any  purpose  whatsoever,  except  the  national 
"charge  and  expenditure,"  is  a  palpable  violation 
of  the  compact.    The  right  to  these  lands  was 


never  recognised  as  belonging  to  any  one  State  by 
the  Confederation;  they  were  claimed  as  a  pur- 
chase made  by  the  common  blood  and  treasure  of 
all  the  States.  The  compacts  entered  into  by  the 
Confederation  with  the  claiming  States,  were  de- 
signed to  settle  the  controversy.  The  proceeds 
were,  therefore,  set  apart  as  a  "common  fund,"  for 
the  common  benefit  of  all  the  States  then  in, 
or  afterwards  coming  into  the  Confederation.  The 
States  separately  can  have*  no  right  whatever  to 
these  lands;  they  were  ceded  in  full  property  to  the 
Confederation,  on  the  express  condition,  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  should  be  exclusively  applied 
to  the  support  of  the  Confederation,  and  to  no  other 
purpose  whatsoever.  The  giving,  therefore,  of  these 
proceeds  to  the  States,  or  its  application  to  the 
payment  of  State  debts,  would  be  directly  in  the 
very  face  of  these  compacts.  The  proceeds  of 
these  lands  were  to  be  forever  applied  to  the  sup- 
port of  this  Government,  and  were  intended  to 
lessen,  in  proportion  to  their  amount,  the  revenue 
which  Congress  was  authorized  to  raise  from  other 
sources  since  the  union,  or  by  requisitions  upon  the 
States  during  the  Confederation.  It  has  been 
pointedly  asked,  what  would  be  done  with  the  sur- 
'  plus,  if  the  lands  yielded  more  than  the  Govern- 
ment required?  The  answer  is,  we  must  take  care 
of  it;  and  if  such  a  thing  could  be  possible,  that 
we  would  never  have  use  for  such  a  surplus,  it 
would  have  to  remain  the  property  of  the  nation, 
precisely  as  other  national  property.  The  impera- 
tive command  of  the  compact  is,  that  this  fund 
shall  be  bona  fide  applied  to  the  support  of  the  Na- 
tional Government,  and  10  no  other  use  or  purpose 
whatsoever.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Clay]  compared  this  fund  to  a  fountain  belonging 
to  a  number  of  persons,  and  contended  that  each 
of  the  proprietors  would  have  a  right  to  draw  pails 
of  water  from  it,  without  doing  injustice  to  either. 
He  contended  that  this  fund  might  be  more  pro- 
perly compared  to  a  stream  of  water  which  had 
been  in  dispute  amongst  a  number  of  individuals, 
and  who,  to  settle  the  dispute,  bad  entered  into  a 
partnership  in  carrying  on  a  mill  for  their 
common  benefit,  and,  thereupon,  those  claim 
ing  the  water  course  entered  into  a  com- 
pact with  the  company,  by  which  they  con- 
veyed the  water  course  to  the  company,  upon 
the  express  condition  that  the  water  of  the  stream 
shonld  be  forever  appropriated  to  the  uses 
of  the  mill,  and  to  no  other  purpose  whatsoever. 
Would  the  parties,  without  a  dissolutirn  of  the 
partnership,  have  a  right  to  divert  this  stream  to 
their  private  benefit?  He  was  satisfied  that  the 
lands  ceded  by  the  States  to  the  Confederation,  and 
now  belonging  to  the  United  States,  could  be  dis- 
posed of  by  Congress  for  no  other  purpose,  except 
for  the  support  of  the  Government.  The  Constitu- 
tion gives  to  Congress  the  power  to  dispose  of  them. 
The  compact  stipulates  the  purpose  to  which  alone 
the  proceeds  are  to  be  applied. 

It  is  contended  that  the  t;rm  "dispose  of,"  gives 
unlimited  power  to  Congress  over  the  public  lands, 
and  authorizes  the  Congress  to  apply  the  proceeds 
to  such  objects  and  purposes  as,  in  their  discretion, 
they  may  deem  would  be  best  for  the  country.  He 
contended  that  the  power  to  "dispose  of$"  gave 
only  the  right  to  sell,  and  that  the  avails  of  such 
sales  went  into  the  Treasury,  as  other  revenue. 
The  very  fiist  act  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  pro- 
vided that  the  proceeds  of  such  sales  should  go  into 
the  Treasury.  But  this  power  to  dispose  of  was 
expressly  given  in  compliance  with  the  compacts; 
and  the  woids  "dispose  of,1'  are  taken  from  the 
compacts.  The  Virginia  deed  of  cession  says,  this 
fund  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of,  to 
meet  the  common  charge  and  expenditure,  and  for 
no  other  purpose  whatsoever.  Here,  then,  is  the 
purpose  for  which  these  lands  were  granted  to  the 
United  States,  and  here  is  the  origin  of  the  power 
of  Congress  to  dispose  of  (he  territory.  Hence  it 
was  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  gave  to 
Congress,  in  compliance  with  those  compac's,  the 
power  to  dispose  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States.  If  the  power  to  dispose  of  the  territory  car- 
ries with  it  an  unlimited  power  to  make  use  of  the 
proceeds,  so  also  does  the  power  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  etc.  give  unlimited  power  to  apply  the  money 
So  raised  at  discretion.    He  thought  it  clear  that 


the  claim  of  power  in  Congress  to  distribute  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  acquired  by  cession, 
from  the  States,  was  in  direct  contravention  of  the 
deeds  of  cession  themselves,  and  contrary,  also,  to 
the  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  gave  to 
Congress  the  power  to  dispose,  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States.  The  amount  would  be  so  small 
that  it  would  not  be  worth  contending  for,  if  the 
distribution  is  confined  to  the  territory  ceded  bj 
the  Stales.  The  main  argument  applies  only  to 
that  territory,  but  the  distribution  bill  covers  all 
the  territory  of  the  United  States.  Host  can  it 
be  contended  that  the  country  purchased  from 
France  and  Spain— all  the  territory  compre- 
hended within  the  limits  •  of  Louisiana  and 
Florida— can  be  disposed  of  by  Congress, 
and  the  proceeds  given  to  the  Stain?  This 
country  was  purchased  by  the  United  Stales.  It 
was  paid  for  with  the  money  of  the  United  States. 
A  part  of  the  revenue  raised  to  support  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  applied  to  this  purpose;  and  conse- 
quently the  property  so  purchased  belonged  to  the 
United  States  collec  ively,  and  not  to  the  separate 
States.  The  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  this  territory 
consequently  become  a  portion  of  the  revenue  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  distribute  it  among  the 
States,  would  be  no  less  unjust  than  it  wonld  be  to 
Impose  duties  upon  importations  to  be  so  distributed. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  these  views  could  not  bat 
strike  the  minds  of  all  who  heard  him  as  sound 
and  conclusive;  and  be  therefore  felt  himself  justi- 
fied in  expressing  the  opinion,  that  if  Cong rers 
attempts  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands,  sold  in  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
that  State  would  be  bound  to  enter  her  solemn, 
protest  against  the  measure,  as  unconstitutionaJl 
and  unjust.  But  what  was  the  bill  to  which  this 
proposition  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  is  offered  as  an  amendment?  It  was  a 
simple  pre-emption  bill,  such  as  had  been  passed 
repeatedly  by  Congress,  except  that  it  operated 
prospectively,  and  if  it  became  a  law,  the  settles 
who  go  upon,  and  improve  the  public  lands,  could 
not  afterwards  be  denounced  as  criminals.  It  would, 
permit  that  to  be  done,  which  we  cannot  prevent 
from  being  done,  and  the  doing  of  which 
had,  as  he  believed,  operated  most  beneficially  for 
the  country.  These  settlers  go  into  the  wilderness 
and  open  the  country  for  settlement— they  bring  it 
to  the  notice  of  purchasers,  and  cause  it  10  be  set- 
tled and  sold,  and  they  greatly  enhance,  by  their 
labor  and  improvements,  all  the  public  laarji 
which  surround  them.  So  well  satisfied  of  this 
was  the  Congress  which  disposed  of  a  million  and 
a  half  of  acres  to  the  Ohio  company,  that  they 
granted  the  company  100,000  acres  upon  the  ex- 
press condition  that  it  should  be  given  (not  sold  at 
the  minimum  price)  to  actual  settlers,  in  tracts  of 
100  acres  to  each  settler.  If  the  price  to  be  paid 
by  the  settlers  was  much  les*  than  can  otherwise 
be  obtained  for  the  land,  it  would  furnish  some 
cause  for  opposition  on  the  part  of  those  who  look 
mainly  to  the  amount  of  money  for  which  the  fmt- 
lic  lands  are  sold.  This,  however,  is  not  the  finer. 
The  truth  is,  a  cent  or  two  over  the  minimum 
price  is  all  that  is  obtained  for  the  public  lands.  A. 
document  recently  laid  on  the  tables,  of  Senator?, 
fully  proved  the  correctness  of  this  assertion.  Ibis 
document  proved  that  there  bad  been  sold,  between. 
1833  and  1840,  65,849,807  87-100  acres  of  tend. 
Trie  amount  realised  from  the  sales  so  made,  was 
«72,269,749  58,  being  a  little  less  than  #1  27  per 
acre — not  quite  two  cents  more  than  .this  bill  re- 
quires to  be  paid  by  settlers  for  their  lands.  Witt 
you  drive  the  poor  man  from  his  home,  and  tsie 
his  cabin  and  cultivated  field  away  from  him, 
rather  than  give  him  a  preference  over  thespecala- 
tor  of  two  cents  per  acre  in  the  purchase  of  his  lit- 
tle improvement?  Put  your  lands  up  at  auction, 
and  what  is  the  result?  Why,  sir,  the  moment  yen 
issue  your  proclamation  of  a  sale,  the  speculators 
put  their  agents  at  work.  They  obtain  the  numbers 
of  every  valuable  tract  to  be  sold.  They  meet  to- 
gether at  the  sale.  They  form  a  company  and 
agree  to  bid  off  all  the  good  land  offered.  They 
accordingly  purchase  it  at  a  fraction,  over  the  mini- 
mum price,  as  they  have  no  competitors.  Imme* 
'diately  after  the  public  sale  is  over,  they  have  an 
auction  amongst  themselves,  and  each  one  par- 
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eaeaes  lb*  Him  be  wishes  lo  bay,  and  pays  for  it 
m  proportioQ  lo  its  value,  or  as  there  may  be  bid- 
ders who  come  into  competition.  The  proceeds  of 
Mi  Ml*  are  divided  amongst  the  company,  and  thus 
the  speculators  realise  all  the  profits  of  your  auc- 
tion system.  This  is  your  auction  system.  This 
■  the  system  which  has  been  so  much  and  so  con- 
stantly landed  in  this  chamber,  as  one  which  could 
not  be  improved,  and  ought  not  to  be  changed. 
Whilst  those  who  advocate  the  pre-emption  system, 
which  has  done  so  much  Jo  wards  the  opening  and 
settling  of  your  wild  lands,  are  bitterly  com* 
plained  of  as  promoters  of  the  most  lawless 
coarse  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  men  who 
are  denounced  as  criminals  of  toe  worst  description! 
Why,  sir,  these  criminals!  as  they  are  called,  would 
compare,  in  point  of  worth,  integrity,  and  enter- 
prise, with  the  very  best  of  those  who  denounce 
mem.  They  are  not  known  to  Senators,  or  they 
would  not  be  thus  spoken  of.  Arkansas  was  or- 
ganised as  a  Territory  when  nearly  all  her  citizens 
*  wen  settlers  upon  the  public  lands.  Go  to  your 
mad  offices,  and  you  will  find  that  men  who  have 
been  members  of  Congress,  and  have  filled  the 
highest  stations  in  the  old  States,  have  settled  upon 
public  land,  and  have  proved  up  and  got  a  title  to 
their  lands  as  pre-emptioners.  For  generosity,  ca- 
pacity to  endure  hardship,  and  noble  daring,  no 
people  are  equal  to  the  pre-emptioners  who  settle 
open  the  wild  lands  of  the  West  and  South.  They 
go  there  poor  and  penniless,  (having  expended 
every  thing  in  reaching  the  wilderness,)  with  their 
wives  and  children,  and  in  a  year  or  two,  you  find 
mem  occupying  a  snug  cabin,  with  a  cultivated 
field,  and  surrounded  by  every  thing  necessary  to 
support  life.  From  this  humble  bcginniog,  with 
industry  and  perseverance,  they  soon  become  inde- 
pendent, and  in  time  become  the  best  and  worthiest 
of  the  inhabitants  of  a  new  country.  It  was  to  se- 
cure a  home  to  such  settlers  as  he  had  described, 
that  the  committee  had  reported  the  original  bill. 
It  was  tovave  all  such  from  falling  into  the  power 
of  the  speculators  in  the  public  lands  that  be  felt  so 
anxious  for  the  passing  of  the  bill.  He  sincerely 
trusted  that  if  nothing  would  be  done  to  give  free- 
dom, sovereignty,  and  independence  to  the  new 
Suites,  the  Senate  would,  as  a  simple  act  of  justice, 
protect  the  settler  against  the  power  of  the  specu- 
lator. 

He  did  not  see  bow  any  Senator  could  vote 
against  the  pre-emption  bill.  They  had  all  voted 
for  it$  some  as  a  separate  measure,  others  when  in- 
corporated in  the  distribution  bill,  and  others  when 
it  was  included  in  the  1)iU  tor  ceding  the  lands  to 
the  new  Stales.  A  great  deal  bad  been  said  against 
it  as  a  distinct  measure,  and  its  evils  had  been  de- 
pleted in  the  strongest  language.  It  had  been  de- 
nounced as  an  attempt  to  seize  upon  the  public 
lands;  and  the  enterprising  settlers  bad  been  com- 
pared to  public  depredators.  He  had  listened  to 
these  assaults  upon  the  honest  and  indubious  citi- 
zens of  the  new  States  with  pain  and  mortification, 
and  he  felt  assured  that  no  such  language  would 
have  been  used  towards  them,  if  they  were  known 
an  Senators  as  they  were  to  him.  He  felt  assured 
that  they  would  not  be  regarded  as  the  less  worthy 
and  respectable  by  their  neighbors  and  friends,  on 
account  of  such  denunciations.  But  what  struck 
Mm  with  much  force,  was  the  circumstance  that 
those  who  had  thus  abused  the  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lie  lands,  had  voted  for  the  distribution  amendment 
which  offers  to  the  seniors  double  the  quantity  of  land 
which  is  secured  to  them  by  the  pre-emption  bill. 

He  still  hoped  that  the  amendment  which  pro- 
poses to  cede  the  lands  to  the  new  States,  would 
ievd  favor  with  the  Senate.  If  not,  he  felt  sure 
that  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  CarrrxMoaif]  would  be  rejected;  and  that  the 
atmple  pre-emption  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri [Mr.  BaarfOM]  would  pass  the  Senate  by  a 


vote. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  TAPPAN, 

OP  OHIO. 

J*  Sansfe,  Fkbrtmry  23,  1841 — The  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia  being 
under  consideration, 
Mr.  TAPPAN  proposed  the  following  as  an 


a^rilmow*>tt*^rtUtMMn^ctottisltad1ns«rttlwMowiDi 


That  from  aod  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall  establish  or  continue  any  bank  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  such  person  or  persons  shall  firm  deposile  in  the 
office  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  for  the  county  in  which  such 
bank  may  be  established,  a  schedule  in  writing,  containing  the 
names  and  places  of  teeideace  of  each  and  every  stockholder 
in  such  bank,  with  the  number  and  value  of  the  snares  by  him 
or  her  held,  and  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  recorded  with  the  re* 
cord  of  deeds  in  the  office,  and  shall  also  publish  said  schedule 
in  two  of  the  newspapers  having  the  most  general  circulation 
In  the  District  three  calender  months;  and  every  sale  or  trans- 
fer of  stock  in  such  bank,  within  ten  days  after  such  trans- 
fer shall  have  been  made,  shall  be  placed  upon  record,  and  pub- 
lished  in  like  manner,  by  such  person  orpersons so  establishing 
or  eontiouing  such  bank.  And  a  cepy  ofsuch  record  duly  certi- 
fied shall  be  admitted  in  all  courts  as  competent  evidence  of  the 
fact  of  any  person  therein  mentioned  being  a  scockholder  in 
such  bank.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  establish  or  con- 
tinue any  bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  without  recording 
and  publishing  the  names  and  places  of  residence  of  the  stock- 
holders in  such  bank,  as  is  herein  provided,  the  person  or  per- 
sons so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  not  less  than  five  hundred 
dollars,  nor  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  for  each  and 
every  day  such  person  or  persons  shall  continue  any  bank  as 
aforesaid,  to  be  recovered  by  indictment,  for  the  use  of  the 
county  in  which  such  offence  may  be  prosecuted. 

Sao.  fe  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  unlaw- 
ful for  aoy  individual  banker  or  banking  company,  or  for  any 
other  person  or  company,  to  issue  any  bank  notes  of  a  Less  de- 
nomination than  twenty  dollars,  or  by  any  art,  shift  or  device, 
to  issue  and  put  in  circulation  any  paper,  certificate,  check, 
order,  or  note  whatsoever,  payable  to  bearer  and  intended  to  cir- 
culate as  currency,  of  a  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars; 
and  any  person  or  persons  offending  herein  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  nor  more  than  one  thousand 
dollars,  for  each  and  every  note,  order,  check,  or  certificate,  so 
issued  and  put  in  circulation  as  aforesaid:  one-half  of  the  same  to 
be  for  the  use  of  the  person  prosecuting  therefor,  and  the  residue 
for  the  use  of  the  county  where  the  banking-house  ofsuch  in- 
dividual banker  or  banking  company  shall  be  located,  to  be 
recovered  by  action  of  debt  in  any  court  having  jurisdiction 
thereof. 

Sac.  3-  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  at  any  time 
in  usual  banking  hours,  the  paper  of  such  individual  or  com- 
pany shall  be  presented  to  such  individual  or  company,  or  any 
officer  by  him  or  them  employed  at  their  banking  house  or 
office,  and  payment  demanded  of  the  same,  and  payment  there- 
of in  gold  or  silver  shall  be  refused,  or  unreasonably  delayed, 
the  holder  of  such  note  may  make  affidavit  of  such  demand 
and  refusal  or  delay,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
proper  county;  whereupon  the  said  justice  shall  issue  his  sum- 
mons against  such  individual,  or  any  officer  or  partner  in  such 
company,  to  be  and  appear  before  him,  or  some  other  justice 
of  the  peace,  at  a  time  to  be  stated  in  said  summons,  which  time 
shall  be  within  twenty-four  hours  from  and  after  the  same  shall 
have  been  issued,  then  and  there  to  show  cause  why  judgment 
should  not  be  entered  against  such  individual,  officer,  or  partner, 
for  the  amount  of  said  note;  and  unless  the  party  defended  in 
said  writ  shall  appear  and  plead  that  the  note  upon  which 
suit  is  brought  is  not  the  note  of  such  individual  or  company,  or 
that  legal  and  proper  demand  of  payment  has  not  not  been 
made,  and  verify  such  plea  by  the  oath  of  the  said  defen- 
dant or  bis  agent  or  attorney,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  justice 
to  enter  up  a  judgment  against  such  defendant  for  tho 
amount  of  such  note,  with  twenty  per  cent,  damages  and 
costs  of  suit,  and  to  issue  his  execution,  as  in  other  cases 
therefor. 

8bc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted\  That,  such  individual 
or  company  thinking  himself  or  itself  aggrieved,  shall  have  re- 
lief upon  an  appeal  only,  both  as  to  matter  of  law  and  matter  of 
fact;  which  appeal  shall  be  granted  on  tho  following  and  no 
other  terms;  that  is  to  say,  the  individual  or  company  demand- 
ing such  appeal  shall  enter  into  bond  to  the  plaintiff,  with  at 
least  one  sufficient  fieebolder  within  the  District,  and  in  the 
penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  conditioned  that  the  appellant 
shall  appear  and  prosecute  the  said  appeal  in  the  next 
circuit  court  to  be  held  in  the  county  in  which  the  said 
judgment  shall  have  been  rendered,  shall  stand  to  and  abide 
he  judgment  of  the  said  court,  and  pay  such  further  costs 
asshallbe  taxed,  with  twelve  per  cent,  damages  from  the  date 
of  the  original  judgment,  if  the  same  be  affirmed;  and  that  the 
said  appeal  in  all  other  respects  shall  be  carried  on  and  con- 
ducted as  provided  by  law  in  other  cases,  and  that  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  the  defendant  in  the  said  action  to  supersede 
the  said  judgment  in  any  other  manner  than  by  die  said 

SboT  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  prose- 
cuted under  this  act,  the  plaintiff  may  appeal,  if  the  judgment 
of  the  magistrate  should  be  against  htm,  in  the  manner  now  au 
thorised  by  law,  to  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  court  for  the 
county  wherein  the  said  judgment  shall  have  been  given;  and 
on  such  appeal,  the  said  circuit  court,  if  they  shall  reverse  the 
judgment  of  the  magistrate,  shall  render  such  judgment  as  the 
said  magistrate  ought  have  given,  with  costs,  both  below  and 
of  the  appeal. 

Sao.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person 
shall,  after  the  taking  effect  of  this  act,  pass,  or  offer  te  pass,  any 
ank  note  of  a  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars,  otherwise 
han  in  payment  to  a  bank  or  banking  company,  such  person 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  double  the  amount  ofsuch  note,  for  the  use 
of  the  person  suing  for  the  same,  to  be  tecovered  by  action  of 
debt  before  any  magistrate  having  jurisdiction,  to  the  amount 
thereof. 

8bo.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  establish  a  bank  and  issue  their  notes  for  circula- 
tion as  money,  without  the  means  or  ability  of  redeeming  the 
same  in  current  coin,  with  intent  to  defraud,  lie,  she,  or  they,  so 
offending,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor;  and,  on 
conviction  thereof,  upon  indictment  in  any  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction,  shall  be  Imprisoned  in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than 
three,  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and  shall  pay  the  costs  of  prose- 
cution. 

Sao.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  twenty-ninth, 
thirtieth,  thirty- first,  and  thirty-second  sections  of  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  certain  banks  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  the  notes 
of  unincorporated  associations  within  the  said  District,"  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  PaasiDSNT:  The  question  now  before  the 
Senate  if  one  of  great  importance  to  the  country. 


The  bill  reported  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Disrict  of  Columbia  proposes  simply  to  re- 
vive and  continue  in  force  the  expired  charters 
•f  six  of  the  banks  of  this  District,  without  any 
change  in  the  powers  and  privileges  granted  by 
those  charters.  The  amendment  I  have  offered,  and 
upon  which  the  question  is  now  to  be  taken,  pro- 
poses to  place  the  banks  of  this  District  upon  the 
same  foundation  of  equal  privileges  and  equal 
competition  with  every  other  establishment,  cor- 
porate or  not  corporate,  in  the  District;  it  propo- 
ses, in  fact,  to  introduce  the  principle  of  free  trade 
into  the  banking  business  of  the  country;  to  with- 
hold from  the  business  of  trading  in  money  or 
credit  what  is  withheld  from  all  other  business  ear- 
ned on  in  the  community — its  monopoly  character; 
and,  while  the  businesss  itself  is  permitted  to  re- 
main under  the  protection  of  the  law  without  other 
restraint  than  the  public  safety  requires,  to  with- 
hold from  its  conductors  any  special  public  recog- 
nition of  their  exclusive  fitness  for  the  business, 
and  the  endorsement  of  the  legislative  power  that 
they,  and  they  alone,  are  worthy  of  all  trust  and 
confidence  in  conducting  their  manufactories. 

This  bill  is  brought  in  upon  a  petition  of  the 
bankers  of  ibis  District  and  their  friends  and  de- 
pendents; the  petition  is  signed  by  about  two  hun- 
dred names;  the  population  of  this  D  strict  is  com- 
puted to  be  upwards  of  60,000*  probably  it  is 
80,000,  so  that  not  one  eightieth  part  of  the  adult 
male  population  ask  for  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
And  what,  Mr.  President,  are  the  powers  and  pri- 
vileges these  people  ask  to  have  revived  and  con- 
tinued? They  ask,  first,  the  power  of  making  and 
pulling  afloat  the  whole  circulating  medium  of  ibe 
District,  with  the  privilege  of  levying  a  tax  on  she 
community  of  between  six  and  seven  per  cent,  for 
its  use;  and,  as  the  power  to  issue  paper  in  the  laws 
songht  to  be  revived  is  unlimited,  so  the  power  to 
levy  a  tax  for  it?  use  is  to  be  unlimited.  Second, 
they  ask  that  their  money  may,  by  our  legislation, 
be  enhanced  in  value  to  as  great  extent  as  they 
think  proper,  or  rather  that  their  stock  notes  (for 
they  are  not  bound  to  have  a  specie  capital)  may 
have  an  unlimited  value  given  to  them  over  the 
gold  and  silver  of  their  fellow-citizens.  And,  last- 
ly, they  ask  to  be  formally,  and,  by  anticipation, 
exonerated  from  all  liability  to  pay  any  debts  they 
may  contract  in  this  h'ghly  favored  business. 

If,  sir,  we  now  approached  this  subject  for  the 
first  time— if  these  manufacturers  of  paper  money 
now  were  for  the  first  time,  in  the  world's  history, 
asking  us  to  bestow  upon  them  these  privileges,  to 
the  excluson  of  all  others,  it  would  strike  us,  not 
merely  with  astonishment  at  the  audacity  of  their 
impudence,  but  with  a  strong  sense  of  the  ludicrous, 
that  they  5hoold  calculate  so  largely  upon  our  un- 
bounded simplicity.  Suppose  that  gold  and  silver 
had  formed  the  entire  circulation  of  the  country 
from  time  immemorial;  that  no  other  had  been  in- 
vented, and  some  scheming  John  Law  were  to  ad- 
dress a  memorial  to  you,  setting  for'h,  in  the  style 
of  o«r  bank  ora'ors,  the  great  superiority  of  paper 
over  gold  and  silver  for  a  circulating  medium,  and 
praying  for  the  exclusive  privilege  of  manufactur- 
ing snch  paper,  and  putting  it  in  the  hands  of  every 
body— of  levying  a  tax  for  the  use  of  it  equal  to 
six  per  cent  p«r  annum,  payable  every  sixty  days 
in  advance— that  this  paper  might  be  allowed  lo  re- 
present credit,  not  money — and,  finally,  that  the  pe- 
titioner might  be  expressly  exonerated  by  law  from 
any  liability  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,  beyond 
the  money  he  should  place  in  his  own  chest  for  tbat 
purpose — with  what  goad  humored  surprise,  sir, 
you  would  receive  such  an  application! 

Nothing  proves  more  conclusively  that  indivi- 
duals and  nations  are  governed  by  habit,  than  our  * 
use  of  the  paper  of  incorporated  companies.  We 
have  acquired  this  habit  by  slow  and  imperceptible 
degrees;  and  now  there  are  intelligent  and  disinte- 
rested men  who  really  believe,  not  merely  tbat  this 
manufactory  ought  to  be  protected,  but  that  it 
ought  to  be  protected  by  a  monopoly  and  by  exemp- 
tion from  liability  upon  its  obligations.  I  am  not 
so  visionary  as  to  attempt  to  change  the  habit  of 
using  paper  for  money;  but,  believing  that  this  ha- 
bit is  becoming  injurious  to  the  public  interest  and 
subversive  of  morals,  I  am  for  taking  from  the  mo- 
ney power  its  tendency,  te  evil*  while  all  it*  capacity 
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to  aid  the  mercantile  interests  of  the  country  is  left 
in  undisturbed  vigor.  Nor  can  this  be  considered 
as  a  party  question:  both  political  parties  have 
joined  in  conferring  these  exclusive  privileges  upon 
the  banks;  both  have  suffered  by  it;  and  many  of 
both  parties  have  become  satisfied  that  the  evils  of 
our  banking  system  are  very  great,  and  ought  to  be 
removed.  All  are  interested  in  whatever  improves 
or  deteriorates  the  currency.  The  party  going  out 
of  power,  as  well  as  the  party  coming  into  pjwer, 
can  hare  bo  interest  at  stake  which  should  induce 
them  to  grant  the  privileges  asked  for  by  these  peti- 
tioners. May  I  not  hope  and  expect,  then,  that 
this  subject  will  be  calmly  discussed  and  fully  exa- 
mined, that  the  Senate  may  come  to  a  correct  judg- 
ment upon  the  amendment  proposed? 

It  is  necessaty  to  understand  precisely  what 
those  who  petition  for  the  passage  of  this  law  ask 
for.  Do  they  ask  for  the  privilege  of  lending  their 
money  at  six  per  cent,  or  any  other  rate  of  inte- 
rest? Not  at  all;  for  tbey  have  already  full  and 
entire  liberty  to  do  this.  Do  they  ask  to  be  per- 
mitted to  sell  their  individual  notes,  payable  to 
bearer  On  demand,  or  to  lend  them  upon  interest? 
Not  they.  No  law  prohibits  such  traffic.  In  this 
District  individuals  may  dispose  of  their  notes  as 
they  please,  and  the  people  of  the  ten  miles  square 
may  use  such  notes,  written  or  engraved,  for  money. 
There  is  no  law  to  disturb  them.  These  are  rights 
and  privileges  the  whole  people  enjoy;  but  this  is 
not  enough  for  these  petitioners.  If  left  the  advan- 
tages common  to  all  the  citizens,  they  must  be  left 
to  all  the  common  responsibilities.  They  would 
lose  their  highly  prized  monopoly.  They  want 
some  advantages  over  their  fellow  men.  The  pow- 
er of  levying  a  tax  for  their  own  u&e  is  what  they 
-want.  This  cannot  be  done  without  a  charter,  and 
therefore  they  ask  for  a  charter.  They  pray  Con- 
gress to  say  to  the  world,  that  the  business  of  mak- 
ing paper  money  is  a  very  meritorious  business, 
worthy  of  all  patronage  and  encouragement;  and 
that  this  small  portion  of  the  good  people  of  this 
District  are  alone  worthy  of  public  trust  and  confi- 
dence in  carrying  on  that  business;  so  that  when 
they  get  this  sanction?  for  their  business  and  cha- 
racter, having  got  a  law  punishing  with  fine  and 
imprisonment  all  others  who,  in  this  free  and  en- 
lightened country,  may  attempt  to  carry  on  the 
same  business,  they  may  drive  out  from  circulation 
the  gold  and  silver,  and  supply  its  place  with  their 
notes;  notes  for  which  they  draw  interest.  And  as  the 
charters  sought  to  be  revived  do  not  limit  the  quan- 
tity of  paper  to  be  put  in  circulation,  these  peti- 
tioners propose  that  their  taxing  power  shall  be  as 
extensive  as  the  public  credulity  and  their  indus- 
try in  circulating  their  paper  can  make  it. 

To  what  extent  this  taxing  power  is  used  by  the 
banks,  in  this  District,  I  have  not  the  means  of  de- 
termining. We  have  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  giving  us  some  information  what 
it  is  in  the  whole  United  States.  I  doubt  much 
whether  the  debasement  of  the  coin,  resorted  to 
by  some  despotic  princes  in  former  times,  to  fleece 
their  subjects,  was  ever  as  onerous  a  tax  as  is  paid 
with  great  cheerfulness  by  the  American  people, 
for  the  mere  pleasure  of  using  pictures  for  money, 
instead  of  the  constitutional  currency.  From  the  data 
given  by  the  Secretary,  the  amount  must  exceed 
thirty  millions  of  dollars  per  annum;  an  enormous 
sum,  making  the  currency  of  the  country  cost  more 
than  the  Government  of  the  country,  including  the 
maintenance  of  our  fleet  and  army. 

In  asking  for  a  revival  of  these  defunct  charters, 
these  petitioners  pray  you  to  raise  the  value  of  their 
property  to  an  indefinite  extent.  Those  charters 
authorize  the  issue  of  paper,  without  any  limitation 
of  the  amount.  In  general,  bank  charters  require 
a  certain  amount  of  gold  and  silver  coin  to  be  paid 
into  the  bank,  and  allow  the  issue  of  paper  to  not 
exceeding  three  times  the  amount  of  specie  so  paid 
in.  Not  so  with  these  banks;  they  are  under  no 
obligation  to  keep  any  specie  on  hand,  excepting 
as  they  are  required  to  pay  gold  and  silver  for  their 
notes  at  all  times.  Nor  is  tbere  any  thing  but  the 
demand  for  the  article  in  this  market  which,  in  any 
way,  limits  the  amount  of  paper  they  may  put  in 
circulation.  It  results  from  this  state  of  things, 
that  while  the  mechanic,  with  his  one  hundred 
dollars  in  gold    and  silver,  can   purchase   but 


one  hundred  bushels  of  wheat,  the  banker  who 
has  subscribed  his  one  hundred  dollars  to  the  stock 
of  a  bank,  may  make  one  thousand  paper  dollars, 
and  bay  with  it  one  thousand  bushels  of  wheat. 
His  situation  is  even  better  than  this;  for  he  need 
not  keep  his  specie  in  bank — he  may  put  in  his  own 
note,  take  but  the  specie,  and  sell  it  for  a  premium. 
The  difference  between  the  mechanic,  or  other  la- 
borer, and  the  banker,  then,  is  this:  the  former  has 
to  earn  every  dollar  he  expends,  the  latter  has  to 
manufacture  it;  the  former  has  no  credit  but  what 
his  habits  of  industry  and  moral  character  give 
him;  the  latter  has  a  credit  created  by  law.  If  a 
farmer  were  to  ask  Congress  to  pass  a  law  where- 
by bis  bushel  of  wheat  should  be  held  and  account- 
ed in  all  sales  as  three  bushels,  entitling  him  to  re- 
ceive for  it  the  market  price  of  three  bushels,  it  would 
not  be  more  absurd,  in  reality,  than  it  is  for  these 
bankers  to  ask  to  have  their  money  appreciated  in 
value.  But  the  farmer's  petition  might  be  granted 
with  safety;  for  men  would  not  buy  such  wheat. 
It' is  only  in  the  trade  of  bank  paper  that  men  fail 
to  estimate  the  article  at  its  real  value.  There  is 
no  danger  that  they  will  mistake  a  pint  for  a  quart 
measure,  or  take  twelve  inches  for  a  yard  of  cloth. 

Another  advantage  sought  by  these  petitioners 
is,  to  be  exempted  from  liability  upon  their  con- 
tracts. A  bank  is  liable,  as  a  corporation,  nomi- 
nally to  the  extent  of  its  stock.  The  individual 
members  of  an  incorporated  bank  are  liable  only  to 
the  extent  of  their  subscription*:  so  that,  if,  for 
every  hundred  dollars  of  stock  subscribed,  they 
contract  debts  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  ihe  bank  fails,  the  stockholders  lose  only 
the  hundred  dollars,  the  public  lose  the  rest.  The 
property  purchased  by  the  bankers  with  their  notes 
cannot  be  taken  by  the  holders  of  those  notes,  and 
applied  to  their  payment;  unless  the  assets  of  the 
bank  will  redeem  its  paper,  the  holders  must  lose 
it.  Every  member  of  society,  excepting  only  the 
banker,  is  held  responsible  for  the  payment  of  his 
debts;  the  law  exacts  from  him  every  cent  of  his 
property,  and  even  holds  his  future  earnings  liable 
to  their  liquidation;  but  the  banker  is  invited,  by  a 
charter  of  incorporation,  to  engage  in  hazardous  spe- 
culations, to  become  a  desperate  gambler  in  stocks 
and  merchandise  and  lands,  and  is  told  by  that  char- 
ter that,  if  he  fails  to  redeem  his  paper,  the  stocks  and 
merchandise  and  lands  he  has  purchased,  shall  not 
be  taken  from  him  and  given  to  his  creditors.  Can 
any  thing  in  legislation  be  more  iniquitous,  holding 
out  a  premium  upon  villany,  and  rewarding  dis- 
honesty? It  is  this  exemption  from  liability  for 
their  debts  which  induces  bankers  to  use  such  exer- 
tions to  obtain  charters.  If  they  conduct  their  bu- 
siness prudently,  they  would  not  issue  more  paper 
than  they  had  means  to  redeem.  Character  and 
credit,  and  a  reasonable  circulation  for  their  paper, 
might  be  obtained  without  a  charter;  and  if  bank- 
ers were  honest,  and  intended  to  remain  so,  and 
content  themselves  with  the  sure  and  reasonable 
profits  of  a  fair  business,  they  would  not  ask  for 
charters;  they  would  no  more  think  of  asking  for 
such  exemption  from  liability  than  would  the  far- 
mer, the  merchant,  or  the  mechanic. 

May  we  not  ask  what  authority  has  Congress  to 
grant  such  extensive  and  valuable  privileges  to 
these  petitioners?  It  has  none— none  whatever. 
Examine  the  Constitution  of  the  TJnited  States,  and 
you  find  there  the  power  to  coin  money  and  regu- 
late its  value;  but  you  find  no  power,  express  or 
implied,  to  charter  banks,  or  to  authorize  the 
making  of  paper  money.  It  was  evidently  intended 
that  Congress  should  have  the  entire  power  over  the 
currency  of  the  country;  and  tbey  must  have  this 
power,  or  they  cannot  regulate  the  value  of  the  cir- 
culating medium.  The  power  to  coin  the  money 
of  the  country  is  vested  exclusively  in  Congress. 
No  part  of  it  is  reserved  to  the  Slates;  and  do  you 
suppwe,  sir — does  any  Senator  suppose — that  Con- 
gress may  delegate  the  power  to  coin  money,  and 
regulate  its  value,  to  the  States?  may  delegate  it  to 
fifty  or  an  hundred  men  in  this  District?  No  one 
would  pretend  this;  and  yet,  by  granting  these  bank 
charters,  you  grant  the  power  to  regulate  the  value, 
not  of  the  gold  and  silver  coin  of  the  country 
merely,  but  of  all  property.  I  will  not  attempt  to 
prove  what  is  known  to  every  body.  You  cannot 
keep  gold  and  silver  and  paper  in  circulation  toge- 


ther—the paper  always  drives  out  the  gold  and  sil- 
ver, and  takes  its  place.  The  gold  and  silver  is 
boarded,  or  sold  as  merchandise,  and  paper  becosnet 
the  exclusive,  actual  circulating  medium  of  the 
country.  Your  power  to  regulate  the  value  of  the 
only  legal  and  constitutional  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, has  become  impotent  by  your  own  unwise  le- 
gislation, and  the  usurpations  of  the  Stales;  for  the 
States,  although  forbid  to  issue  bills  of  credit,  in 
defiance  of  the  maxim  that  power  not  possessed 
eannot  be  delegated,  have  authorized  by  their  laws 
innumerable  companies  to'  make  and  vend  bills  of 
credit — by  the  most  manifest  usurpation,  have  given 
the  entire  power  over  the  currency  of  the  country 
to  others,  when  they  did  not  possess  any  portion  of 
such  power  themselves. 

But  the  friends  of  this  bill  do  not  pretend  to  saw- 
tain  the  power  to  charter  these  banks  upon  any 
clause  in  the  Constitution,  but  the  one  which  gives 
Congress  the  power  of  exclusive  le&sUtioA  over 
this  District.  This  power  is  general;  bat  it  would 
be  a  gross  error  to  suppose  that  because  the  power 
is  general,  it  is,  therefore,  unlimited.  It  is  United 
by  the  freedem  of  our  principles  of  government,  and 
by  the  immutable  laws  of  justice.  The  people  of 
this  District  are  .citizens  of  a  free  and  Democratic 
Commonwealth,'  entitled  to  the  most  perfect  equali- 
ty of  rights  and  privileges.  We  have  no  power  to 
destroy  this  equality;  we  have  no  power  to  give  to 
one-sixteenth  part  of  the  people  the  power  of  rais- 
ing a  revenue  for  their  own  emolument  from  the  re- 
maining fifteen -sixteenths;  we  have  neither  power 
to  change  this  District  into  a  monarchy,  bj  placing 
a  master  over  it,  or  an  aristocracy  with  a  riband 
at  its  button  hole,  or  a  pen  behind  its  ear  to  tax  it. 
Suppose  that,  instead  of  a  petition  for  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  making  the  money  of  the  District,  we 
were  asked  to  grant  these  men  the  exclusive  right 
of  supplying  all  the  feel  wanted  here,  and  were 
also  asked  to  punish  with  fine  and  imprisonment 
any  person  not  of  the  privileged  company  who ' 
should  sell  coal  or  wood— should  we  hear  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Mnaaica,]  who  is  so  elo- 
quent in  favor  of  these  banks,  tell  us  that  the  peo- 
ple were  asking  "for  their  clear  and  undoubted 
rights,"  and  that  to  refuse  this  monopoly  of  feel 
u would  be  ruinous  to  the  trade  and  business  of  this 
district?1'  I  think  not;  and  yet  the  supply  of  fuel 
is  as  necessary  as  the  supply  of  paper  money;  it 
requires  quite  as  much  capital  to  purchase  it  and 
bring  it  here  for  distribution,  as  it  does  to  bay  the 
paper,  the  ink,  and  engraving  for  bank  notes.  It 
would  not  be  as  severe  an  infliction;  I  think,  to  be 
compelled  to  use  gold  and  silver  for  oar  money  as 
it  would  to  do  without  fuel;  and  yet  there  is  not  a 
Senator  here  who  would  sustain  such  a  petition-- 
not  one,  sir,  but  what  would  feel  such  a  petition  to 
be  a  mockery.  But  we  have  the  same  power  to 
grant  the  exclusive  privilege  in  the  one  case  as  ia 
the  other;  and  the  same  pretence  of  the  public  good 
may  be  urged  as  strongly  and  as  truly  in  both.  It 
may  go  further:  if  a  chartered  company  is  necessa- 
ry to  make  the  paper  money  of  the  District— if  ca- 
pital cannot  be  found  in  individual  hands  swnwaeart 
for  that  business,  then  all  business  which  requires 
capital  to  carry  it  on,  equally  requires  n  charter  for 
that  purpose,  and  equally  requires  t>  have  its  ex- 
clusive privileges  guarded  by  fine  and  iamriseav- 
ment.  It  is  an  utter  perversion  of  justice  ia  a  State 
pretending  to  be  governed  by  equal  laws,  to  give  to 
A  and  B  advantages  which  are  denied  to  C  ami  D. 
This  injustice  is  not  seen  in  the  banking  bawmess 
of  the  country,  for  habit  has  blinded  as  to  its  enor- 
mous evils.  But  let  the  proposition  be  made  to 
give  the  exclusive  right  of  supplying  as  with  ataxy 
other  article,  and  all  men,  except  those  who 
to  be  the  privileged  few,  would  unite  iacond 
ing  it.  It  would  be  seen  at  once  teat  Congress  ] 
no  power  to  make  such  grants— no  pictures  of  i 
and  desolation— no  array  of  widow  and 
stockholders  would  have  power  over  our  i 
thies,  or  would  for  an  instant  warp  the  puhut 
judgement  upon  such  a  proposition. 

Congress  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  tanas, 
duties,  and  excises,  but  they  are  not  awhnrined  to 
delegate  this  power  of  taxation.  All  the  tmijpuats 
for  which  money  may  be  raised  by  taxation*,  aim 
enumerated;  the  enriching  of  corporations  is  mat 
one  of  them.    Taxes  can  only  be  raised  by  Oo*> 
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gress  for  the  benefit  of  the  whale  people  of  the 
United  8tatesy  as  taxes  can  only  be  raised  by  a 
8tate  Government  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
ptcpte  of  the  State.  The  power  of  fixing  the  amount 
to  be  raised  cannot  be  granted  to  companies.  In  the 
one  case  or  the  other,  it  is  exclusively  a  legislative 
power,  to  be  exercised  by 'the  immediate  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  and  by  no  others,  for  the 
pnblie  good.  Have  Senators  ever  looked  into  the 
working  of  this  banking  system?  Have  they  ever 
examined  the  operation  of  the  laws  granting  these 
privileges?  If  yon  have,  yon  know  that  immense 
revenues  are  raised  annually  from  the  people  of 
these  United  States,  not  to  be  placed  in  the  public 
treasury,  but  in  the  pockets  of  the  tax-gatherers; 
not  to  be  appropriated  to  public  use — not  to  be  laid 
ont  in  building  fleets  and  maintaining  armies,  in 
erecting  public  works  or  making  roads  and  canals 
—not  even  to  be  distributed  among  the  poor  and 
destitute;  no,  sir,  but  to  make  the  rich  richer — to 
convert  the  labor  of  the  poor  to  the  emolument  of 
the  wealthy. 

Bnt  would  you  deny  the  people  of  this  District 
privileges  which  are  enjoyed  by  their  neighbors?  it 
is  asked.  To  this  I  answer,  if  it  is  wrong  in  every 
point  of  view,  (as  1  trust  I  have  demonstrated,)  to 
grant  these  exclusive  privileges,  I  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  deny  them  to. these  petitioners.  No  length 
of  time,  or  uniformity  of  practice,  can  sanction 
error,  or  make  that  which  is  unjust  and  iniquitous, 
just  and  right;  or  give  to  usurped  power  the  va- 
lidity of  constitutional  delegation. 

At  what  time  are  we  asked  to  do  this?  In  what 
condition  of  the  banking  institutions,  and  of  the 
b inking  business  of  the  country,  and  of  this  Dis- 
trict, are  we  asked  to  revive  and  continue  this. bu- 
siness under  the  sanction  of  law?  Why,  sir,  it  is 
at  a  time  when  the  banks  are  going  down— when 
the  public  will  no  longer  tolerate  their  contempt  of 
moral  obligations,  their  multiplied  frauds  and  ex- 
tortion— when  the  banks  throughout  the  whole 
country  are  rotting  down,  we  are  asked  to  raise 
and  sustain  them.  We  cannot  do  this  lawfully, 
and  happily  we  cannot  do  it  physically,  for  they 
cannot  be  sustained;  public  opinion  has  set  its 
irrevocable  seal  on  them.  If  we  revive  these 
charters,  and  these  banks  attempt  to  go  on  with  bu- 
siness on  a  sound  specie  basis,  fairly  and  honestly, 
they  will  follow  their  predecessors  in  the  District  to 
utter  bankruptcy  and  dissolution.  The  reason  is 
obvious  to  any  one  who  will  look  at  the  subject;  the 
business  is  overdone;  a  fair  and  honest  banking 
business  is  no  longer  profitable,  is  scarcely  any 
longer  possible.  When  a  bank  issues  its  promise 
to  pay  money  on  demand,  it  neither  has  or  intends 
to  have  the  money  to  redeem  these  promises.  It 
relies  on  the  public  sanction  and  endorsement  of 
its  business  to  give  its  piper  credit.  It  is  a  system 
of  imposition  upon  the  public  credulity.  If  an  in- 
dividual or  company  give  written  promises  to  pay 
money  which  they  have  not  got  to  pay,  and.  know 
they  cannot  and  will  not  have  if  called  upon, 
there  would  be  do  difference  of  opinion  as  To  the 
roguery  of  such  men.  When  banking  corporations 
put  their  paper  in  circulation  in  quantities  beyond 
their  power  to  redeem,  is  there  an  honest  man  here 
who  will  say  it  is  not  equally  dishonest,  equally  a 
fraudulent  and  swindling  transaction?  And  yet  it  is 
true  the  banks  cannot  in  any  other  way  do  a  pro- 
fitable business.  The  community  are  getting  tired 
of  bearing  all  these  impositions;  the  expense  is  too 
great,  also;  it  greatly  overbalances  any  benefits  de- 
rived from  the  system,  and  it  is  coming  to  an  end. 
I  see  some  Senators  smile  incredulously;  they  pro- 
bably have  not  made  themselves  acquainted  with 
this  business;  if  they  had  done  so,  I  am  confident 
their  incredulity  would  soon  leave  them.  How  is 
it  with  the  business  of  banking  in  this  District?  I 
have  said  that  now  is  a  time  when  the  banks  are 
rotting  down;  the  times  are  inauspicious  for  the  re- 
vival of  these  banks;  the  great  favorite  of  our  po- 
litical opponents,  with  its  capital  of  thirty -five  mil- 
lions, has  stopped  for  the  last  time;  its  stockholders 
have  no  reason  to  expect  ever  to  divide  a  cent  of 
it*  capital,  and  its  bill  holders  are  in  haste  to  get 
rid  of  them  at  great  d  if  counts;  from  the  St.  Croix  to 
the  Sabine,  they  are  all  failing.  The  stoppage  of 
a  bank  is  now  an  article  of  daily  news,  which  ex- 
cites no  surprise. 


I  There  have  been  fifteen  banks  chartered  by  Con- 
gress in  this  District;  six  only  of  that  fifteen  ask  a 
renewal  of  their  charters;  nine,  which  were  at  one 
time  in  apparent  good  circumstances,  have  failed; 
the  pnblie  have  been  cheated,  defrauded,  swindled 
.  out  of  about  two  millions  of  dollars  by  them.  Have 
we  any  assurance  that  these  survivors  in  so  sweep- 
ing a  catastrophe,  are  any  better  than  their  defunct 
brethren?  are  they  more  honest?  have  they  con- 
ducted their  business  upon  safer  principles?  Tney 
have  had  better  fortune,  indeed,  but  that  they 
have  deserved  it  by  better  principles  or  better 
conduct,  no  one  pretends.  How  many  times 
have  they  stopped  payment — become  insolvent? 
Should  we  not  hesitate  to  grant  the  prayer  of  these 
petitioners  with  such  a  state  of  facts  before  us? 
without  an  expose  of  the  condition  of  these  banks? 
Without  a  thorough  examination  of  them,  and, 
being  satisfied,  from  such  examination,  of  their  sol- 
vency, can  we  be  justified  in  renewing  these  char- 
ters? even  if  we  have  the  power  to  do  so.  I  think  not, 
and  this  opinion  is  greatly  strengthened  by  the  ad- 
mission of  the  advocate  of  this  bill,  that  these 
banks  are  in  such  a  state  now,  that,  unless  they  are 
allowed  to  receive  and  pay  out  the  paper  of 
insolvent  (otherwise  called  suspended)  banks  and 
railroad  companies,  they  cannot  go  on  with  busi- 
ness; they  will  not  thank  us  for  reviving  their  char- 
ters. 

Having  shown  what  are  the  privileges  which  the 
bankers  of  this  District  ask  to  have  revived  and 
again  bestowed  upon  them,  I  proceed  to  explain  to 
the  Senate  the  plan  I  have  proposed  as  a  substitute 
for  all  their  bank  charters.  The  general  scope  and 
object  of  this  propored  substitute  is  to  place  the 
banks  of  this  District  on  the  same  ground  where 
tbey  stood  before  any  char  era  were  granted  to 
them.  To  leave  them  as  free  to  pursue  their  trade 
and  business  as  the  law  now  does  and  always  has  left 
all  other  operatives  in  the  District.  To  take  from 
them,  however,  the  endorsement  heretofore  given 
by  the  Government  to  their  paper  and  business,  and 
leave  th*m  to  seek  for  credit  and  its  consequences 
by  their  own  exertions,  unaided  by  the  grant  of  ex- 
clusive privileges— privileges  which  they  have  so 
long  enjoyed  to  their  own  emolument  and  at  the 
enormous  expense  of  the  public.  It  is,  in  short,  to 
place  the  people  of  (his  District  on  an  equality  in  all 
their  business  and  pursuits;  to  afford  equal  protec- 
tion and  encouragement  to  all,  by  withholding  all 
exclusive  favors  from  any,  and  to  carry  out  here, 
in  full  practice,  those  great  principles  of  equality 
and  liberty,  which,  as  yet,  in  profession,  lay  at  the 
foundation  of  our  Government. 

I  do  not  propose  to  destroy  the  banks.  The  peo- 
ple of  this  country  have  become  so  habituated  to 
the  use  of  paper  money,  that  a  sudden  change 
would  not  be  approved  of,  even  if  such  sudden 
change  should  not  deeply  affect  their  interests.  I 
speak  for  myself  only,  though  I  believe  I  would  be 
sustained  in  saying  that  those  political  friends  with 
whom  I  usually  vote  agree  with  me  in  declaring, 
that  I  do  not  wish  to  injure  the  trade  or  business 
of  banking,  or  to  impose  any  restraints  upon  it 
but  those  which  the  public  safety  clearly  re- 
quires. 

I  am  not,  therefore,  very  tenacious  of  the  details 
of  my  plan.  What  I  propose  is,  according  to  my 
judgment,  the  best  mode  of  regulating  and  restraining 
the  business  of  banking.  I  invite  a  thorough  exa- 
mination of  it,  and  invoke  the  assistance  of  all 
who  think, with  me,  that  the  present  system  is  a  bad 
one,  to  assist  me  in  perfecting,  by  suitable  amend- 
ments, what  is  proposed  as  a  substitute,  keeping  in 
view  the  great  object  of  entirely  severing  the  con- 
nexion which  has  hitherto  existed  between  the 
banks  and  the  Government,  and  of  withholding  the 
express  sanction  and  endorsement  of  the  latter  of 
the  business  and  obligations  of  the  former,  the  de- 
gree and  extent  of  legislative  interference  with  the 
busioess  of  banking  which  may  be  necessary  or 
useful,  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Senate  to 
determine. 

The  first  section  of  my  proposed  substitute  pro- 
vides for  publishing  and  recording  the  names  of  the 
stockholders  in  the  banks  which  may  continue  or 
commence  the  businessjof  banking,  after  the  taking 
effect  of  the  law,  and  it  subjects  all  who  shall  carry 
on  that  business,  without  so  making  known  their 


names  and  places  of  residence,to  a  penalty.  I  propose 
this,  in  the  first  place,  to  enable  the  public  to  judge 
what  credit  is  due  to  each  individual  banker,  what 
security  they  have  in  the  character  or  property  of 
the  manufacturers  of  a  paper  currency  i  or  its  re- 
demption, and  also  to  do  away  all  cavil  and  dispute 
as  to  who  are  liable  to  be  sued  on  their  obligations 
where  suits  are  necessary.  And,  in  the  second 
place,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  intend  to  fol- 
low this  business  hereafter,  and  who  engage  in  it 
with  honest  intentions.  By  publishing  their  name 
and  residence,  they  invite  an  examination  of  their 
claims,  on  the  score  of  probity  and  pro- 
perty, to  be  credited  by  the  public.  The  public 
may  then  judge  how  far  it  is  safe  to  trust  them,  and 
they  will  not  confound  a  Stephen  Girard  or  an 
Astor  with  that  multitude  of  penniless  villains  who 
are  now  under  the  concealment  of  bank  charters, 
swindling  the  people  from  one  end  of  the  country 
to  another.  Then  the  honest  man  will  be  trusted 
for  his  integrity,  and  the  rich  man  for  his  wealth; 
for  it  will  be  known  who  are  to  be  trusted.  Now,  the 
stock  book  of  a  bank  is  inaccessible  to  the  public* 
and  indeed  it  is  of  very  little  importance  whether 
the  public  know  the  names  of  the  stockholders  or 
not,  ftr  they  are  not  responsible  for  the  failure  of 
jheir  bank.  Their  stock  only  is  liable  when  their 
vaults  axe  empty,  and  no  man  ever  yet  knew  one 
cent  of  stock  drawn  upon  for  the  payment  of  bank 
debts.  No,  sir;  when  a  bank  breaks  the  officers  of 
the  bank  take  possession  of  all  the  money,  if  there 
happens  to  be  any;  the  trustees  divide  out  the  obli- 
gations, held  by  the  banks,  to  their  bill-holders^  and 
the  deficiency  and  loss  is  borne  by  the  good  na- 
tuted  and  long  suffering  public. 

The  second  section  prohibits  the  banks  from 
issuing  notes  under  twenty  dollars.  The  banks  are 
universally  in  favor  of  issuing  small  notes,  because 
they  can  thereby  more  completely  control  the  cur* 
rency  of  the  oountry,  and  because  they  make  a 
a  much  larger  profit  on  them  than  on  larger  ones, 
while  the  people  generally  are  desirous  of  increas- 
ing the  metallic  circulation,  and  lessening  that  of 
paper.  The  restriction  upon  bank  issues  has  not 
generally  gone  higher  than  to  notes  under  five  dol- 
lars. I  am  aware  that  there  is  great  difference  of 
opinion  on  this  subject;  but,  to  give  stability  te  our 
currency,  to  prevent  sudden  and  great  expansions 
and  contractions  of  it,  which  experience  has  shown 
to  be  ruinous  to  the  trade  and  business  of  the  coun- 
try, no  plan  short  of  prohibiting  paper  altogether 
would  be  so  effectual  as  to  drive  out  of  circulation 
all  notes  which,  not  being  necessary  for  the  con- 
ducting ths  larger  mercantile  business,  are  thrown 
into  the  common  circulation,  and  form  the  only 
medium  for  the  retail  trade,  the  marketing  and 
payment  of  the  wages  of  labor.  Remove  this 
paper  from  the  ci- eolation,  and  its  place  would  be 
immediately  supplied  by  the  gold  and  silver  which 
is  now  locked  up  in  the  banks,  and  of  which  there 
is  an  abundance  in  the  country.  The  people  would 
be  safer  with  a  metallic  currency  to  that  extent,  for 
it  is  the  smaller  notes  which  are  most  abundantly 
counterfeited  and  circulated  among  those  least  able 
to  detect  their  character.  I  know  the  banks  would 
lose  a  great  profit  which  tbey  now  make  upon 
their  small  notes,  (a  profit  generally  and  truly  esti- 
mated by  bankers  as  not  less  than  ten  per  cent.) 
but  if  such  a  restriction  were  to  curtail  their  busi- 
ness, and  confine  it  to  what  banking  business  was  ori- 
ginally intended  for;  that  is,  to  aiding  the  exchanges 
and  commerce  of  the  country,  it  would  render  that 
business  much  more  secure  by  preventing  runs 
upon  the  banks;  but  whether  the  people  of  this  Dis- 
trict are  prepared  to  Kave  this  restriction  carried  as 
high  as  twenty  dollars,  may,  by  some,  be  doubted. 
My  own  opinion  is,  that  it  might  go  higher,  and 
that  here  notes  under  fifty  dollars  might  be 
at  once  prohibited,  because  there  is  a  sufficient 
abundance  of  gold  and  silver  coin  paid  out  yearly 
in  this  District  to  the  people,  to  form  a  circulating 
medium  for  ten  times  the  number  of  those  who 
live,  and  twenty  times  the  business  transacted, 
here.  There  is  not,  in  truth,  any  want  of  banks 
of  circulation  in  this  District,  (supposing  they  are 
wanted  any  where.)  If  I  was  legislating  for  any 
other  part  of  the  United  States,  I  would  not  pro- 
bably carry  the  restriction  so  high  in,  the  first  in- 
stance, for  I  think  it  unwise  to  make  great  and 
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sudden  changes  in  the  brines*  concerns  of  ihe 
country,  preferring  always  the  light  of  experience 
to  the  most  plausible  theory;  bat  here  I  am  confi- 
dent a  large  majority  of  the  people  wish  for  such 
a  restriction  upon  their  banks,  and  prefer  a  hard 
money  currency  for  their  common  and  ordinary 
business,  so  that  the  same  gradual  change  from 
five  to  twenty  dollar  notes,  which  would  be  ne- 
cessary elsewhere,  would  be  altogether  unnecessary 
here. 

The  third  section  of  my  proposed  substitue  pro 
▼idea  a  speedy  remedy  against,  banks  which  may 
suspend  or  refuse  payment  of  their  notes.  Where- 
ever  a  bank  is  permitted,  some  such  provison  of 
law  is  necessary,  but  it  is  more  especially  neces- 
sary in  this  District.  In  all  other  places  where 
banks  exist,  the  holder  of  a  bank  note  has  the 
same  legal  process  to  compel  its  payment,  as  he 
has  on  any  other  obligation.  Not  so  here.  So  much 
under  the  influence  of  the  banks  are  the  judges  of 
this  District,  or  so  ignorant  of  their  duty,  that,  in- 
stead of  leaving  the  law  to  take  its  course  against 
bankers,  they  enjoin  all  such  proceedings.  Yes, 
sir,  if  a  poor  laborer  goes  to  a  bank  here,  and  de- 
mands payment  on  one  of  its  note.*,  and,  on  being 
refused,  brines  a  suit  before  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
the  bank  applies  to  one  of  (he  District  Judges,  and 
an  injunction  issues,  and  the  whole  cost  is  thrown 
upon  the  poor  fellow  who  has  dared  to  sue  a 
bank.  8uch  proceedings  are  of  record  in  this  Dis- 
trict, and  I  have  expected  to  see  articles  of  im- 
peachment sent  here  from  the  other  part  of  this 
Capitol  against  the  men  who  have  dared  such  gross 
violations  of  the  right  of  citizens. 

The  fourth  section  authorizes  appeals  by  bankers, 
when  sued,  where  it  shall  appear  that  tbey  have  a 
good  defence;  and  the  fifth  section  gives  the  plaintiff 
an  appeal,  where  the  judgment  of  the  justice  may 
be  Against  him. 

The  sixth  section  prohibits  the  passing  or  receiv- 
ing any  bank  note  under  twenty  dollars,  and  a 
gives  a  penalty  for  breach  of  the  prohibition,  which 
is  wholly  to  the  use  of  the  person  suing  for  it.  It 
i»  not  sufficient  in  order  to  drive  small  notes  out  of 
circulation  that  the  bank*  in  this  Distiict  should  be 
prohibited  from  issuing  them,  for,  if  the  law  stops 
there,  the  notes  from  the  surrounding  Stairs 
will  flow  in  here  and  perpetuate  the  evil  sought 
to  be  remedied.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to 
prohibit  their  circulation.  How  is  ibis  to  be  done? 
Shall  it  be  made  an  indictable  offence?  If  you  at- 
tempt this,  your  judges  are  bankers,  your  grand  ju- 
rors are  bankers,  and  your  prosecuting  attorney  is, 
probably,  a  banker,  or  employ  ed  by  bankers.  There 
will  be  no  chance  of  enforcing  the  law  with  such 
material^  and  so  it  has  turned  out  in  practice. 
The  States  have  passed  laws  prohibiting  the  circu- 
lation of  notes  under  five  dollars;  and  I  have  un- 
derstood that  such  a  law  exists  here,  but  it  is 
evaded  every  where,  for  there  is  nobody  to  en- 
force it.  1  propose  to  make  it  for  the  interest 
fit  every  person  to  enforce  the  law  by 
giving  the  penalty  to  whomsoever  will  sue  for 
it.  The  effect  of  such  a  law  will  be  to  prevent 
every  person  from  offering  such  notes  publicly  in 
payment,  and  then  they  will  cease  to  circulate. 
The  only  objection  I  can  i  magi  re  against  this  pro- 
vision, from  those  who  think  with  me  that  all  notes 
under  twenty  dollars  should  be  driven  from  circu- 
lation is,  that  it  would  too  much  interfere  with  pri- 
vate rights.  To  prohibit  the  sale  of  alcoholic  and 
other  poisons  is  admitted  on  all  hand s  10  be  within 
the  legitimate  function  of  legislation.  The  principle 
is,  that  individuals  must  be  restrained  from  such 
practices  as  are  injurious  to  the  public  welfare.  It 
is  on  this  ground  that  I  support  the  principle  con- 
tained in  this  section.  Adopt  it,  and  the  law  will 
enforce  itself. 

The  next  section  of  the  proposed  substitute  pro- 
vides for  the  suppression  of  fraudulent  banking,  a 
provision  as  necessary  to  guard  the  public  against 
the  depredations  of  the  chartered  as  the  unchartered 
banks.  If  the  people  of  this  country  were  not,  by 
the  long  use  of  a  paper  medium,  become  careless 
of  its  souBdness,altogeiher  inattentive  to  the  means  or 
ability  of  those  who  issue  it  to  redeem  their  promises, 
no  snch  enactment  would  be  necessary.  A  private 
citizen  obtains  credit  on  his  written  promise  to  pay 
money,  either  from  his  ability  to  fulfil  snch  promises, 


or  his  character  for  integrity;  and  no  law  is  needed  to 
prevent  the  person  who  possesses  no  quality  entiling 
him  to  credit,  but  the  latter  from  obtaining  that 
credit  on  bis  note;  but  a  banking  company,  whether 
chartered  or  not,  can  stand  upon  no  such  ground  of 
integrity  and  honor.  Associated  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  acquiring  wealth,  protected  by  their  numbers 
and  association  from  all  moral  responsibility,  they 
look  to  the  law  of  the  land  only,  and  not  to  the  law 
of  conscience,  to  ascertain  their  privileges  and  their 
responsibilities;  and  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that  when 
a  bank  is  forced  to  wind  up,  the  whole  stock  is  lost 
to  the  stockholders,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
notes  in  circulation  to  the  public  That  the  public 
are  much  more  liable  to  be  defrauded  by  paper 
issued  for  purposes  of  mere  gain  than  an  individuals 
is,  I  think  a  sufficient  reason  why  some  such  pro* 
vivion  thould  be  engrafted  into  our  laws.  Such 
banking  institutions  have  existed,  have  exploded  in 
all  parts  of  the  country,  have  done  so  even  in  this 
District,  and  this  law  may,  and  probably  would, 
have  a  strong  tendency  to  preveut  them  in  future. 

The  next  and  last  section  repeals  the  law  of 
1817,  which  prohibits  both  the  discounting  and  is- 
suing of  notes  or  bills,  or  any  other  securities,  or- 
ders, or  promises  for  the  payment  of  money,  by  any 
unchartered  banking  company,  or  any  association, 
partnership,  or  company  of  individuals,  under  a 
penalty  of  from  one  to  five  hundred  dollars  for 
each  offence,  and  imprisonment  from  three  to  twelve 
months.  And  here,  Mr.  President,  I  say  frankly, 
that  I  consider  this  section  as  the  most  important 
part  of  my  proposed  amendment.  The  other  sec- 
tions propose  some  restrictions  upon  the  business 
of  banking,  preater  facilities  for  recovering  claims 
against  bankers,  And  a  necessary  punishment  for 
fraudulent  banking;  but  this  section  proposes  to  re- 
peal an  unjust,  odious,  and,  as  I  believe,  unconsti- 
tutional monopoly — a  monopoly  alike  injurious  to 
the  public  and  to  the  monopolist*.  In  this  opinion, 
I  have  quite  an  unexpected  support  in  the  petition- 
ers themselves.  I  have  before  me  "me  remon- 
strance of  the  citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
to  the  people  of  tht  United  States,"  &c.  against  op- 
pressions, roam  told  and  grievous,  "suffered  from 
the  misrule  of  the  now  ruling  majority  in  C  >n- 
grets,"  dated  August,  1840.  With  the  greater  part 
of  this  collection  of  scurrility  and  falsehood,  put 
forth  by  the  bankers  of  this  District,  I  have 
no  concern;  but  I  notice  the  fact  that,  amongst 
all  their  "manifold  and  grievous  oppressions,1' 
the  refusal  of  this  body  to  adopt  this 
very  amendment  of  the  law  at  the  last 
wsvion  stands  most  prominent  and  conspicuous. 
Tney  complain  "thai  we  suffer  not  only  from  the 
negative  act  of  a  refusal  to  continue  the  charters 
of  those  banks,  or  to  license  any  other  in  their 
p'ace,  but  from  the  aggressive  act  of  cutting  up, 
root  and  branch,  the  whole  trade  and  business  of 
banking,  in  any  form  or  under  any  modification 
whatever,  in  this  District;  that  now  the  whole 
trade  and  business  of  banking,  in  ail  its  modes  and 
details,  down  even  to  the  simple  act  of  placiog  mo- 
ney on  deposite  in  a  bank  vault,  is  declared  posi- 
tively unlawful,  and  rigorously  prohibited  under 
grievous  penalties  of  fine,  forfeiture,  and  impri- 
sonment;" and  tbey  quote  the  act  of  1817,  which 
this  section  of  the  amendment  proposes  to  repeal, 
as  that  aggressive  act  so  much  complained  of;  con- 
cluding this  branch  of  their  complaint  with  this  re* 
markable  paragraph: 

"It  was  a  sufficient  and  perhaps  a  questionable  stretch  of 
power  10  have  confined  the  trade  and  business  of  banking  to  the 
incorporated  banks;  but  to  prohibit  and  exterminate  that  en- 
tire branch  of  business  in  every  form  and  modification  of  it, 
never  before  entered  the  head  of  any  sane  and  honest  legisla- 
tor, in  such  a  state  of  society  as  the  present.  A  law  prohibit- 
ing the  trade  of  a  merchant,  a  carpenter,  a  bricklayer,  tailor,  or 
shoemaker,  or  the  profession  of  Divinity,  medicine,  or  law, 
would  be  neither  more  absurd,  nor  more  contrary  to  naturaJ  jus- 
tice." 

Snch  a  declaration  as  this,  coming  from  these 
District  bankers  and  their  friends,  is  worthy  of 
great  consideration^  They  acknowledge  that,  in 
asking  us  to  revive  their  charter-,  they  ask  us  to 
exert  "a  questionable  stretch  of  power;'1  and  to 
prohibit  the  trade  of  banking  U  all  but  incorpo- 
rated banks,  they  pronounce,  truly,  to  be  "absurd, 
and  contrary  to  natural  justice."  Thus,  all  I  have 
contended  for,  stands  acknowledged  and  conceded 
by  the  petitioners  themselves;  and  now,  1  trust,  I 


shall  no  more  hear  their  advocates  in  this  Senate 
support  the  interest  and  claims  of  these  bankers  on 
grounds  which  they  themselves  repudiate  as  unte- 
nable. 

No  reason  has  been  given  for  continuing  the  re- 
strictive law  of  1817^no  justification  of  its  absurd 
injustice  is  even  attempted.  Can  it  bs  that  a  majo- 
rity of  this  Senate  will  sanction  the  continuance  of 
a  law,  in  support  of  which  no  reason  can  be  given 
by  its  firmest  hupporteri?*  which  even  the  bankers 
themselves  declare  to  be  "absurd,  and  contrary  to 
natural  justice?" 

That  banks  can  be  established  in  credit  and  busi- 
ness, and  get  their  paper  in  extensive  circulation 
without  charters,  is  proved  by  experience,  that  best 
guide  in  political  affairs.  Several,  I  think  moat  of 
the  banks  here,  first  commenced  business  without 
charters,  (for  until  18 17  this  was  not  unlawful.) 
They  were  conducted  in  such  manner  as  to  gainpur>- 
lie  confidence;  iheir  paper  was  in  as  good  credit;  it 
circulated  as  extensively  as  since  that  lime.  1  wish 
to  restore  them — to  place  them  as  they  stood  when 
relying  on  their  own  characters,  without  any  exclu- 
sive privilege,  and  without  exemption  from  liabili- 
ty for  their  debts:  they  were  in  prosperous  circum- 
stances. Will  any  Senator  say  that  banks  eannot 
do  business  in  that  way?  Here,  is  fact  against  his 
theory— here  were  sound,  unchartered  banks.  How 
has  it  been  since  the  law  of  18171  how  is  it  nowl 
They  dare  not  iksue  their  own  paper — their  credit 
is  gone;  and  they  come  here  asking,  with  a  renewal 
of  their  charters  the  privilege  of  using  the  paper  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company;  paper 
which  never  can  be,  and  is  not  ever  expected  to  be, 
redeemed. 

S  ephen  Girard  also  established  a  bank  without 
asking  for  a  charter.  By  the  side  of  the  United 
Slates  Slates  Bank,  it  obtained  equal  credit  and 
.equal  confidence;  its  bills  circulated  as  widely,  and 
were  as  much  sought  for,  for  remittances  from  the 
West  to  the  Atlantic  cities.  Ii  waskj.own  that  be 
was  able  to  redeem  his  paper;  he  had  a  well  eats- 
blishe  1  reputation  for  honest  and  fair  dealing.  This 
was  the  foundation  of  his  credit,  and  the  true  se- 
cret of  his  prosperity — a  foundation  for  credit,  I 
submit  to  the  Senate,  as  infinitely  more  safe  and 
stable  than  to  hedge  round  the  individual  or  cor- 
porate banker  with  the  machinery  of  penal  haws. 
In  all  parts  of  the  Union  banks  have  beta  esta- 
blished without  charters,  and  have  found  no  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  business;  few  or  none  of  them 
have  continued  without,  any  longer  than  until  they 
could  obtain  charters.  T.iis  solicitude  to  obtain 
charters  has  never  been  because  charters  tvere 
necessary  lo  enable  them  to  do  business,  bat  because 
charters  gave  them  advantages  and  exemption* 
from  liability  which  were  denied  by  the  legis- 
lation of  the  country  to  all  other  kinds  of  bu- 
siness. Individuals  are  rare  who  have  virtue 
to  refuse  power  over  their  fellow  men;  to  look  foe 
such  forbearance  in  companies  would  be  folly. 

Are  ibese  restraining  laws  to  confine  the  busi- 
ness of  banking  to  a  favored  few,  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  people  against  imposition?  Aie 
not  the  people  capable  of  judging  for  themselves 
whom  they  will  trust?  You  do  not  undertake  to 
guard  the  public  judgment  by  penal  laws  in  any 
oiher  business,  and  why  in  this?  No  answer  to  this 
question  has  been  given,  and  none  can  be  given. 
We  are  as  capable  of  judging  correctly  what  bans* 
we  wi'l  trust  with  our  property  for  their  notes,  -as 
we  are  of  judging  what  individual  we  will  treat  oa 
bis  promissory  note;  and  there  is  a*  much  reason, 
as  much  necessity,  for  ihe  interference  of  the  Jaw 
in  the  latter  as  the  former  ca:e.     . 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  District 
has  said  that  ihe  people  of  the  District  are  petition- 
ers for  the  revival  of  these  bank  charters;  a*4  he 
speaks  of  the  desolation  which  has  befallen  them  in 
consequence  of  being  without  chartered  basks. 
My  information  on  this  subject  differs  widely  frost 
the  Senator'*  picture.  It  is  stated  on  Rood  aatbo- 
ri'y  that  since  the  bank  charters  in  this  District  wen 
permitted  to  expire,  there  has  been  a  tia»e  of  unu- 
sual prosperity  in  all  the  business  carried  on  bene, 
excepting  only  ihe  banking  business;  there  hate 
been  more  new  buildings  erected  during  the  last 
season  than  in  any  season  before,  and  there  have 
been  greater  additions  to  the  population  of  ifeefiav 


F*W  1841* 


£6th  Cong... .2nd  Srss. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLpPE, 


209 


Pre-emption  Law — Mr.  Hubbard. 


ate 


-Senate 


trict,  and  do  want  of  money  by  those  «  ho  had  either 
industry  to  labor  for  it,  or  commodities  to  pur- 
chase it. 

Bat  the  people  of  this  District  do  not  want  these 
hanks  revived.  They  are  not  anxious  to  recom- 
mence the  payment  of  an  onerous  tax  to  these 
companies;  they  get  along  very  well  without  them. 
If  it  were  not  so — if  they  warned  the  revival  of 
tfiese  charters,  why  do  they  not  say  so?  Why  do 
they  not  petition?  There  are  about  sixteen  thou- 
sand adult  males  in  this  District  About  two  hun- 
dred of  them  have  petitioned  for  a  revival  of  the.e 
bank  charters.  Two  hundred !  With  all  the  means 
and  appliances  of  the  bankers,  they  have  not  been 
ajble  to  get  more  than  a  small  proportion  of  peti- 
tioners !  Are  not  these  facts  conclusive  that  the 
people  of  this  District  do  not  want  banks?  These 
money  changers,  calling  themselves  the  people  of 
this  District,  remind  me  of  Robespierre:  ne  spoke 
in  the  name  of  the*  people  of  France;  he  called 
himself  the  people;  and  he  was  the  people,  as 
these  bankers  are  the  people  of  the  District.  The 
i ale  of  these  is  as  despotic,  as  grasping,  as  was 
bis.  There  is  this  difference,  however:  Robespierre 
sought  power,  and  used  it  frfr  the  preservation  of 
public  liberty;  he  bad  nothing  mean,  sordid,  and 
selfish,  in  his  aspirations. 

Mr.  President,  I  entreat  Senators  to  consider  the 
position  they  occupy  in  public  estimation,  when 
acting  upon  this  subject.  It  has  been  said,  and  it 
is  believed,  that  the  borrower  is  the  servant  or 
rather  slave  of  the  lender.  It  has  been  known  that 
members  of  Congress,  in  times  past,  were  greatly 
indebted  to  the  Jate  Bank  of  the  United  Slate*; 
and  though  the  names  of  these  debtors  were  sup* 
pressed,  it  was  a  very  general  opinion  that  the 
hill  for  recharteriog  that  bank  was  passed  by  a 
Congress  of  debtors  to  the  bank.  Fortunately  for 
(he  country,  it  was  vetoed  by  a  man  who  could  not 
he  corrupted.  Iu  the  last  report  made  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  it  appears  that  members 
of  Congress  were  indebted  to  the  banks  in  this  Dis- 
trict #87,600.  The  sum  is  cot  probably  decreased 
since.  I  presume  that  no  part  of  it  is  due  from 
any  member  of  this  body;  for  surely  no  Senator 
would  vote  where  he  was  directly  interested.  To 
revive  and  prolong  these  charters  is  asked  for,  that 
f*e  banks  may  give  time  to  their  dbtors.  A  man  in- 
debted to  the  banks,  and  voting  to  extend  their 
charters,  votes  to  give  himself  an  extension  of  time 
to  pay  uhat  he  owes  them.  I  will  not  impute  cor- 
ruption to  any  member  of  tfeis  body.  I  will  not 
suppose  that  debtors  to  the  banks  here  are  passing 
a  law  for  their  own  benefit.  Courtesy  forbids  ibis 
supposition.  But  what  will  the  people  think,  who 
do  not  know  your  stern  and  unyielding  integrity  as 
well  as  I  do.  There  is  danger,  sir,  very  great 
danger,  that  the  character  of  this  body  will  suffer; 
that  the  people,  who  see  what  pa*se3  here — who 
note  the  seal  which  sustains  the  claims  of  the  bank- 
ers, and  that,  too,  of  men  who  profess  to  be  Demo- 
crats—who profess  to  consider,  as  their  first  duty, 
a  sacred  regard  to  the  rigkrs  of  all — whotc  leading 
axiom  is,  that  legislation,  to  be  just,  must  be  equal. 
There  is  danger,  I  say,  that  the  Senate  will  not 
long  retain  that  high  and  commanding  station  it 
formerly  held  in  the  estimation  of  the  people;  but 
will  sink  to  the  cop  tempt  that  awaits  the  slaves  of 
corruption. 

What  is  thought  and  said  of  the  Legislature  of 
Alabama— as  pure  a  body  of  men,  probably,  as 
Ibis  Senate — since  it  has  been  published  to  the 
World  that  a  majority  of  ihe  members  of  that  body 
are  indebted  to  the  banks  in  sums  eq  ml  to  seven 
or  eight  hundred  tbousan  1  dollars?  Has  not  some 
special  acts  of  favor  toward*  the  banks  been  uni- 
rersally  looked  for  from  that  body?  I  know  none 
of  the  gentlemen  composing  that  assembly,  and  I 
would  not  throw  suspicion  on  their  parity,  bin  it  is 
to  be  lamented  that  they  have  placed  themselves  in 
so  inauspicious  a  light  to  their  country. 

Mr.  Presideut,  we  are  under  a  bank  govern- 
ment not  merely  by  means  of  loans  to  lepislators 
is  thac  government  sustained,  but  the  control  of  the 
circulating  medium  of  the  country  has  given  it  a 
commanding  influence  in  all  the  States.  We  have 
seen  the  bank4;  hold  conventions  to  consult  and  de- 
termine whether  they  shall  longer  continue  to  re- 
gard their  contracts,  or  treat  them  as  of  no  moral 
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obligation;  and  whenever  they  have  concluded  to 
disregard  them,  and  have  refused  the  payment  of 
their  j'jst  and  acknowledged  debts,  they  have  al- 
ways found  the  Legislature  of  the  State  obsequious 
enough  to  their  wishes  to  sanction  such  refusal. 
Until  recently  it  has  been  usual  to  suspend  the  laws 
for  the  collection  of  debts  against  suspended  banks. 
The  obligations  of  all  other  citizens  than  the 
bankers  are  left  to  be  collected  by  the  usual  course 
of  law.  With  them,  their  convenience  is  permit- 
ted to  control  all  law  and  all  moral  principle.  I 
would  change  this  course;  akd,  as  one  great  means 
of  changing  it,  I  propose  to  separate,  entirely  and 
forever,  the  Government  from  the  banks.  The  al- 
liance between  them  has  long  existed,  to  the  great 
injury  of  both.  The  banks  have  acquired  power 
and  influence  to  overawe  and  control  their  needy 
associate;  but  in  gaining  this  power  and  influence, 
they  nave  played  a  desperate  game,  and  are  now 
breaking  down  with  the  exhausting  results  of  that 
unnatural  connection.  Let  them  stand  on  the  same 
level  of  equal  prorection  with  all  other  occupations, 
and  they  would  have  no  more  power  than  the  other 
occupations  have.  With  their  exclusive  privi- 
leges, their  exclusive  power  and  influence  would  de- 
part, to  return  no  more.  If  the  banks  lose,  .by  this 
operation,  somewhat  in  profit,  they  would  gain  in 
soundness,  in  character,  and  real  stability  and  use- 
fulness. Whether  my  proposed  change  of  system 
be  adopted  or  not  at  this  time,  is  not  of  so  much 
consequence  as  that  the  subject  should  be  Understood. 
Reform  will  surely  follow  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
our  banking  syat-m.  If  I  shall  be  found  to  have 
contributed  something  to  accelerate  this  reform,  I 
shall  be  satisfied. 


PROSPECTIVE  PREEMPTION  BILL. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  HUBBARD, 

OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

In  Senatjc,  Tuesday,  February  2,  1841. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  prospective  pre- 
emption sys'em,  in  favor  of  se  tiers  on  the  public 
lands,  who  sKall  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  same,  and 
raise  a  log  cabin  thereon,  was  taken  up,  thequestion 
being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden  to  recom- 
mit the  bill,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  amon?  the  States,  which  Mr.  Young  had 
proposed  to  am 'ml  by  a  motion  to  substitute  for  it 
the  bill  of  Mfr.  Calhoun,  proposing  to  cede  the 
lands  to  the  States  within  which  they  lie,  upon  cer- 
tain conditions. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  addressed  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  President:  1  had  not  intended,  until  recent- 
ly, to  have  addressed  the  Senate  upon  the  impor- 
tant questions  now  presented  for  their  consideration. 
It  will  be  recollected  that,  at  the  la>t  session  of 
Congress,  in  a  speech  which  1  then  delivered  upon 
the  assumption  of  the  State  debts,  I  gave,  some- 
what*at  length,  my  views  upon  the  subject  of  dis- 
tributing the  revenue  of  the  Government  among 
the  States.  I  wat  then  opposed  to  the  whole  pro- 
ject. I  regarded  it  as  an  open,  flagrant  violation  of 
the  Constitution — as  subversive  of  ihe  true  inte- 
rests of  the  people.  Subsequent  reflection  has  only 
confirmed  the  views  then  expressed;  and  I  had  no 
intention  of  again  entering  upon  the  field  of  debate 
in  relation  to  the  questions  involved  in  this  discus- 
sion, umi!  I  h*ard  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the 
contemplated  distribution  of  ibat  portion  of  the  re- 
venue derived  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
I  must  say  that  I  gave  to  the  honorable  Senators  in 
the  opposition,  and  to  their  arguments,  the  mo*t 
profound  attention.  I  was  anxious  to  hear  what 
could  be  said  either  in  favor  of  the  constitutionality 
or  of  the  expediency  of  this  measure.  And,  sir,  I 
have  been  privileged  to  hear  all  that  ingenuity  and 
learning,  all  that  argument  and  ability  could  bring 
to  its  aid;  and  I  rru*t  say  that  1  yet  remain  uncon- 
vinced and  unconverted.  The  distinguished  Sena- 
tors from  Kentucky  and  Massachusetts  have  not 
been  able  to  satisfy  my  mind  that  Congress  has  any 
more  power,  under  the  Constitution,  to  disiribcte 
the  revenue  derived  from  ttie  lands  than*  it  hai  to 
distribute  any  other  porti<  n  of  the  public  means. 

Tbis  subject,  durtog  the  late  Presidential  canvass, 


engaged  much  of  the  r^u^Iie^c^iliideTaTiou.  It  was 
a  most  prominent  topic  with  the  rump  orators  who 
were  active  to  put  out  this  and  to  put  in  another 
Administration.  This  was  the  promised  measure 
of  relief.  It  wa«  this  distribution  scheme  which 
was  to  give  life,  vigor,  and  strength  to  the  business 
of  the  country.  It  was  this  which  was  to  remove 
the  embarrassments  of  the  times,  to  reanimate  the 
hopes,  and  to  give  confidence  and  support  to  the 
people.  It  was  urged  as  the  favorite  plan  and  ap- 
proved purpose  of  those  who  are  now  coming  into 
power.  It  was  contended  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  rightfully  belonged  to  the 
respective  States;  and  it  was  unceasingly  urged,  by 
way  of  objection  to  the  present  Administration,  that 
its  friends  were  known  to  be  opposed  to  this  whole 
policy.  I  recollect  well  these  things.  I  was  no 
stranger  to  these  events— to  the  various  charges 
made  against  the  Administration. 

That  was  a  contest  of  unusual  violence  and  ac- 
tivity; and  I  rejoice  that,  at  this  early  day— so  soon 
after  the  termination  of  that  contest— this  self- same 
subject  is  brought  before  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Stales;  that  the  people,  notwithstanding  what  they 
then  heard  from  party  politicians  touching  this  sub- 
ject, wilt  fee  now  privileged  to  read  and  consider  all 
that  its  most  able  advocates  and  friends  can  adduce 
in  its  favor,  as  well  as  what  may  be  said  against  it. 
The  whole  ground  will  be  examined;  the  reasons 
for  and  against  the  measure  will  be  understood! 
and,  reposing,  as  I  do,  entire  confidence  in  the  in- 
telligence and  virtue  of  the  American  people,  I 
have  no  doubt  what  will  be  their  ultimate  judg- 
ment. 

I  am  perfectly  certain  that  I  cannot  be  mistaken 
in  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  my  own  State, 
in  relation  to  this  question.  They  have  been  re* 
cently  promulgated  through  her  Legislature,  •  and 
I  am  happy  to  add,  that  in  communicating  to  the 
Senate  my  own  views,  as  I  purpose  to  do,  I  shall 
but  declare  the  wishes,  the  feelings,  and  opinions 
of  the  people  of  New  Hampshire. 

Before  proceeding  further,  may  I  not  be  per- 
mitted to  urge  upon  the  Senate  gravely  to  consi- 
der what,  at  the  present  time,  is  the  posture  of  our 
public  affairs — of  our  foreign  relations— of  the 
condition  and  state  of  our  beloved  country?  And, 
I  would  ask,  is  it  fit  that  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  should,  at^  time  like  this,  be  deliberating 
whether  any  portion  of  our  public  revenues,  ear  na- 
tional means,  should  be  abstracted  for  any  but  for 
public  use?  In  the  face  of  an  empty  Treasury, 
and  with  a  strong  probability  that,  before  the 
close  of  the  next  Administration,  we  may  be  in- 
volved in  a  war  with  one  of  the  most  powerful  na- 
tions in  Christendom,  is  it  the  part  of  wisdom  for 
the  Senate  to  be  deliberating  upon  a  propostion  of 
dividing  among  the  States  five  millions  of  the  ac- 
cruing revenue,  when  our  whole  maritime  frontier 
from  Maine  to  Florida  is  without  the  means  of  de- 
fence? when  our  fortresses  are  without  men  and 
without  arms?  At  a  time  lik?  this,  while  Porte* 
mouth,  Boston,  New  Yerk,  and  Philadelphia,  are 
exposed  to  the  attacks  of  any  enemy;  while  our 
ialsnd  frontier  is  utterly  defenceless,  as  not  to  be 
able  to  resist  the  incursions  of  the  ruthless  savage; 
we  are  seriously  debating  the  question  of  ab- 
stracting from  the  public  use  a  portion  of  the 
public  revenue.  Can  this  be  judicious?  Is  it  evi- 
dence of  that  forecast,  prudence,  and  discretion, 
which  ought  to  characterize  the  American  Con- 
gress? No  sir,  no.  The  time  has  come  when  it 
becomes  us  to  pause  and  consider  well  our  ways 
and  means.  The  news  of  the  morning  cantot 
be  calculated  to  quiet  our  apprehensions.  Certain 
it  is,  that  it  should  not  fall  to  excite  our  diligence. 
News  showing  the  complete  and  triumphant  suc- 
cess of  the  armies  of  Great  Britain  in  China- 
news  showing  that  she  is  now  omnipotent  in  India. 
uNor  has  the  British  arms  been  attended  with  leas 
success  in  Africa,  for  Mehemet  Ali  seems,  now  but 
a  British  vassal.91 

Possibly  these  events  "may  have  no  unfavorable 
effect  upen  the  pending  questions  between  this 
country  and  Great  Britain,"  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  they  will  not  tend  to  acceltrate  the  adjustment 
of  the  matters  in  controversy.  I  fully  concur  in 
the  patriotic  sentiments  recently  communicated  to 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  by  the  present 
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Governor  of  that  Commonwealth— that  toe  matters 
in  controversy  between  the  two  Governments  have 
already  been  delayed  too  long;  and  I  am  unable  10 
discover  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Government  to  bring  them  to  any  amicable  arrange- 
ment   And  it  seems  to  me  not  very  improbable, 
that  her  recent  triumphs  in  India  may  induce  her  to 
insist  upon  her  claims  upon  this  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic with  more  pertinacity— claims  which, if  admitted, 
will  not  only  affect  the  interest,  bat  will  disturb  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  the  State  which  I  have  the 
honor  in  part  to  repreient.    All  I  have  to  say  is, 
that,  in  view  of  these  matters,  it  cannot  be  the  part 
of  wisdom  to  be  scattering  to  the  winds  of  Heaven 
the  very  means  required  to  pnt  the  country  in  a 
state  of  defence— to  abstract  from  the  Treasury 
that  portion  of  the  public  revenues  upon  which  we 
can  only  rely  with  confidence  in  a  state  of  war. 
No,  sir;  let  us,  at  a  time  like  this,  husband  all  our 
resources;  let  up,  at  a  time  like  this,  when  peace  is 
within  our  borders,  be  prepared  for  the  last  resort 
of  nations;  let  ns  not  exhibit  ihe  extraordinary  and 
unpatriotic  spectacle  of  deliberating,  at  this  end  of 
the  Capitol,  about  distributing  the  public  revenue, 
while,  at  the  other  end,  the  Administration  is  taunt- 
ed, not  only  with  an  exhausted  Treasury,  but  even 
with  having  involved  the  country  in  a  forty  millions 
debt;  and  thus  charged  by  the  political  friends  of 
those  who,  on  this  floor,  now  propose  to  div  ide  among 
the  States  the  small  means  we  have.    This  is  no 
sketch  of  fancy,  but  matter  of  fact.    I  hope,  sir,  to 
be  excused  for  this  departure  from  my  subject — for 
this  course  of  remark.    It  has  been  indulged  in  for 
no  other  purpose* but  to  show  forth  (he  true  charac 
ter  of  the  proposition  now  before  the  Senate,  and  to 
show  further,  that  at  this  eventful  period  of  our  his- 
tory, it  ought  not  to  receive  the  deliberate  considera- 
tion of  this  assemblv.    I  will,  however,  proceed  to 
discuss  the  nature  and  effect  of  the  pending  motion. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crit- 
tenden] has  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  pre- 
emption bill.    The  direct  object  of  his  amendment 
is  to  effect  a  distribution  among  the  States  of  that 
portion  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  sajes  of  the 
public  lands;  and  is  it  not  somewhat  strange  that 
the  Senator  has  proposed  his  amendment?   Certain 
it  is  that  it  has  no  connection  with  the  pre-emption 
measure — it  has  no  affinity  with  that  policy— it.  is 
an  entirely  different  subject  matter.     The  pre- 
emption bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  looks  to  the  convenience,  the  interests, 
the  rights,  of  actual  settlers.    It  seeks  to  encourage 
the  settlement  of  the  public  domain;  it  proposes  no 
diminution  in  the  price  of  the  lands;  it  does  not 
contemplate  any  abstraction  from  the  Treasury  of 
ati  v  part  of  thepublic  revenue,  or  any  reduction  of 
receipt*;  but  so  far  from  it,  while  it  seeks  to  pro- 
tect the  hC&ast  setiler,  it  sustains  also,  in  good  faith, 
the  interests  \if  the  public.    These  are  among  the 
objects  of  the  pre-emption  bill.    True  it  is,  that  it 
has  been  charged  with  being  a  bill  to  squander  and 
to  waste  the  public  domain.    True  it  is  that  it  has 
been  charged  as  fraught  with  all  manner  of  evils. 
But  these  charges  are,  in  my  judgment,  without 
foundation.    The  policy  of  this  measure,  and  the 
objections  made  to  ii>  I  have,  on  a  former  occasion 
during  the  session,  attempted  to  sustain  and  to  an- 
swer.   But  I  again  ask,  why  has  the  amendment 
been  brought  forward,  unless  to  defeat  the  pre- 
emption bill?    The  Senator  from  Kentucky  most 
remote  from  me,  [Mr.  Clay,]  said  that  if  the  pre- 
emption and  the  graduation  bills  were  abandoned, 
his  colle^ue  would  withdraw  at  once  his  amend- 
mentl    The  .Senator  does  not  seem  to  anticipate 
that  the  amendment  can  become  a  law  at  this  ses- 
sion; but  he  looks  upon  it  as  a  means  of  defeating 
the  pre-emption  measure.    Now,  sir,  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  latter.    I  hope  no  proposition  will  be  sus- 
tained which  will  prevent  its  passage.     In  my 
judgment,  it  is  founded  on  justice  and  right,  and 
well  deserves  the  support  of  the  Senate.  Bat  I  have 
felt  somewhat  surprised  that  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky—a distinguished  member  of  the  r  arty  soon 
to  come  into  power — should  have  brought  forward 
this  proposition  at  this  embarrassed  state  and  con- 
dition of  the  public  Treasury. 

The  Secretary,  in  his  annual  report  upon  the 
finances,  presented  to  the  Senate  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  estimates 


the  ordinary  available  means  for  the  year  1841  a1 
$24,723,473,  and  the  disbursements  for  the  same 
year  at  $23,899,200,  leaving  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
close  of  the  present  year  only  $824,273  subject  to 
draft.  And  with  a  full  knowledge  of  these  facts, 
the  Senator  brings  forward  his  amendment.  Cer- 
tain it  is  that  he  could  not  have  offered  it  at  a  more 
inauspicious,  at  a  more  unfavorable  period  of  time. 
At  the  very  moment  the  friends  of  the  present 
Administration  are  endeavoring  to  provide  the  ne- 
cessary means  to  sustain  the  Government  for  the 
current  year,  those  opposed,  in  the  language  of 
one  of  our  public  journals,  v 

u  Are  preparing  to  squander  among  the  States  that  portion  of 
the  revenue  derived  from  the  public  lands.  The  annual  in 
come  from  ihia  source  will  average  #3,600,000,  and  if  given  to 
the  States,  will  make  also  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of 
the  Federal  Government  of  £8.600,000;  and  from  the  manner 
in  which  the  public  land  question  is  generally  discussed,  one 
would  imagine  that  the  people  who  pay  the  State  debts,  and 
those  who  support  the  Federal  Government,  are  not  one  and  the 
same;  and,  therefore,  all  that  can  be  diverted  from  the  latter  is 
so  much  made.  The  fact  is,  that  the  revenue  of  the  Federal 
Government  is  to  be  paid  by  the  whole  people  in  the  most  eco- 
nomical way  possible.  The  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  take 
nothing  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people,  although  when  ap- 
plied to  the  uses  of  the  Government,  that  is  kept  out  which 
otherwise  would  flow  In.  A  revenue  from  duties  is  a  direct 
tax  upon  every  consumer  of  imported  goods,  and  levied  in  the 
most  expensive  manner.  The  less  there  is  raised  in  this  man- 
ner, therefore,  the  better.  If  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  are  ap- 
propriated to  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  by  the  people  as 
States,  a  tax,  in  the  shape  of  duties,  must  be  laid  to  raise  the 
same  amount,  to  pay  the  debts  due  by  the  people  as  a  Federal' 
Union.  The  same  amount  of  money  must  be  paid  in  either 
case— with  this  difference:  that,  as  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  are  now  applied,they  go  in  the  most  economical  way  to 
their  proper  object.  Whereas,  if  they  are  given  to  the  Slates, 
they  will  come  into  the  hands  of  speculators,  and  will  besqnan- 
deredaway,  stimulating  new  debts,  and  leading  to  new  taxes.1' 
The  sentiments  above  expressed  are  sound, 
statesmanlike,  and  patriotic  Their  truth  will  be 
known;  their  moral  force  must  be  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged. 

This  is  no  time  to  sgitale  the  question.  It  is  pro- 
posed by  its  friends,  that  it  shall  not  go  into  opera* 
tion  until  January,  1842.  What  may  be  the  con- 
dition of  the  Treasury  at  that  time  cannot  be  cer- 
tainly known;  but  sure  I  am,  that  the  best  friends 
of  the  policy  in  this  Senate  would  not  desire  to  see 
the  proposition  become  a  law  at  this  session.  Be- 
fore such  a  project  should  find  favor  with  any  one, 
the  means  to  supply  the  deficiency  should  be  pro- 
vided. If  its  friends  wish  to  carry  out  this  policy 
of  distribution— if  they  desire  to  preserve  the 
appearance  of  ordinary  justice — they  should  take 
the  occasion  to  enforct  their  project  when  ihe 
Treasury  is  overflowing — when  more  means  are 
possessed  than  are  wanted— when,  in  fact,  we  have 
a  surplus  revenue.  Mr.  President,  I  represent  a 
non-debtor  State,  and  under  no  circumstances  could 
the  proposition  find  favor  with  me. 

It  is  contended  that  a  distribution  of  that  portion 
of  the  revenue  from  the  public  lands  ought  to  be 
made,  because  such  proceeds  rightfully  belong  to 
the  Stales  as  separate  and  independent  communi- 
tie? ;  that,  by  the  deeds  of  cession,  an  obligation  is 
imposed  upon  Congress  to  distribute  the  avails 
among  the  respective  8tater,  as  the  lands  were  ex- 
pressly ceded  to  the  United  States  for  the  exclusive 
use  and  benefit  of  the  States;  that  the  provision  of 
the  Constitution  giving  authority  to  Congress  to 
dispose  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  includes 
necessarily  the  power  of  distribution,  and  that  it 
would  be  a  proper  exercise  of  the  discretion  invest- 
ed in  Congress  over  this  whole  subject  to  make  the 
distribution.    In  the  course  of  the  argument  it  has 
been  conceded  that  these  lands  were  pledged  for  the 
payment  of  the  debt  of  the  Revolution;  and  it  is 
said  that,  as  that  debt  has  been  satisfied,  they  can 
no  longer  be  withheld  from  the   States.    There 
seem  to  be  some  strange  and  very  erroneous  opi- 
nions entertained  with  reference  to  the  rights  of  the 
States,  and  to  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, over  that  part  of  the  public  domain  acquired 
by  the  deeds  of  cession;  and  we   must  look  into 
those  deeds  in  order  to  ascertain  the  rights  of  the 
parties,  for  this  may  now  be  regarded  as  a  claim 
set    up    by  the   respective    States,  against    the 
United     States,     so    far     as     it     respects    the 
lands  embraced  in  those  conveyances.  Now,  it  will 
be  found  that,  by  the  terms  of  the  cession,  the  lands 
conveyed  were  not  charged  with  the  payment  of  the 
debt  of  the  Revoluiioo.    There  is  not  to  be  found  a 
word  or  a  sentence  favoring  any  such  idea.    But,  { 
were  it  so,  there  is  an  objection  which  presents 


itself  at  once  against  the  distribution  as  proposed, 
because  the  debt  of  the  Revolution  remains  undis- 
charged. At  this  very  period  of  our  history  there 
is  annually  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  for  ihe  pay- 
ment of  the  pensions  granted  for  military  service 
in  the  Revolution,  a  sum  equal  to  the  average  an- 
nual proceeds  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
But  let  us  look  into  the  record— let  us  examine  the 
deeds  of  cession,  and  see  what  sort  of  title  was  con- 
veyed  thereby  to  the  United:  States.  It  is  perfectly 
true,  as  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  remarked, 
that  the  Confederacy  derived  no  essential  benefit 
from  any  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  except  from  that 
executed  by  the  State  of  Virginia.  As  early  as 
1780,  New  York  (I  suppose  very  magnanimously) 
made  what  was  then  stated  to  be  a  large  cession  of 
her  domain  to  the  United  States.  But  I  could  have 
wished  that  the  Senator  from  New  Yoik,  who  has 
addressed  the  Senate  upon  this  subject,  had  inform- 
ed us  where  those  lands  were  situated.  If  I  am 
able  to  comprehend  the  description  contained 
in  her  deed  of  cession,  the  lands  lying  west 
of  the  straits  of  Niagara  are  wiihin  the  do- 
minions of  her  Majesty,  Queen  Victoria.  Mas- 
sachusetts also,  in  terms,  conveyed  to  the  United 
States  the  same  territory  described  in  the  deed  of 
cession  from  New  York.  From  their  conveyance 
the  United  States  have  derived  no  pecuniary  aid. 
It  is  possible  that  they  may  have  contributed  to  the 
arrangement  of  the  western  boundary  between  Use 
United  States  and  the  provinces  of  Canada,  as  es- 
tablished by  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1783.  The 
terms  of  all  these  deeds  of  cession  were  essentially 
the  same.  I  have  made  the  subjoined  extract  from 
that  executed  by  Virginia: 

"That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  shall  be  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  hare  become,  or  shall  be- 
come, members  of  the  Confederation  or  Federal  alliance  of  the 
said  States,  Virginia  industro,  according  to  their  usual  i 


tire  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and 
shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  thai  purpose 
and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

If  the  State  of  Virginia  had  any  estate  in  the 
lands  to  grant,  it  was  clearly  conveyed  to  the 
United  States  by  the  deed,  who  were  as  clearly  en- 
titled to  hold  the  interest  thus  transferred.  There 
was  no  reservation  qualifying  the  right  of  the 
United  States  under  this  deed,  except  what  is  con- 
tained in  the  foregoing  extract.  And  it  is  from 
this  paragraph  alone  that  it  has  been  heretofore 
contended,  and  in  the  course  of  the  debate  again 
urged,  that  is  derived  the  rights  of  the  separate 
Stales  to  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands — that  from  this  clause  in  the  deed  of  cession 
is  inferred  the  obligation  which  it  is  alleged  rests 
upon  Congress  to  make  distribution  of  the  avails 
of  the  lands  among  the  respective  Slates.  It  is 
from  this  extract  that  the  friends  of  the  measure 
contend  that  the  lands  were  granted  to  the  United 
States  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  eesfm  qm* 
trud — the  separate  Slates.  These  are  most  extra- 
ordinary positions,  wholly  unsustained,  in  my 
judgment,  by  the  terms  of  the  deed.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  find  language  which  could  be  used  with 
more  appropriateness  to  create  an  absolute  estate  in 
the  United  States. 

Notwithstanding,  it  is  contended  that  the  United 
States  were  made  the  trustees  of  the  several  States. 
That  all  the  beneficial  interest  was  reserved  to  the 
States' as  independent  communities.  Certain  the 
fact  is,  that  the  United  States  either  acquired  by 
this  deed  of  cession  an  absolute  fee  simple  e 
to  the  lands  described/  or  else  it  became  the  i 
trustee  to  hold  the  lands,  for  the  exclusive  use  and 
benefit  of  the  ee8l%d  fiu  trust  the  individual 
Slates.  If  the  latter,  then  it  is  absurd;  to  contend 
that  the  United  Stales  might  hold  these  lands  until 
the  debt  of  the  Revolution  was  paid.  There  is  no 
such  sfethoritj;  given  by  the  deed.  Congress  had 
no  discretion— no  power  whatever  over  these  lands, 
(if  the  doctrine  contended  for  upon  the  other  side 
be  correet)  but  to  dispose  of  them  for  the  sole  use 
of  the  States.  From  the  moment  the  seal  was  put 
to  the  paper — from  the  moment  Congtess  accepted 
the  deeds— it  must  follow,  (according  to  the  views 
of  some  of  the  Senate)  that  every  dollar  which  has 
come  into  the  public.  Treasury  from  these  lands 
has  hitherto  been  applied,  without  right  and  with 
out  authority,  to  the  public  use — that  all  such  pro 
ceeds  should,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Go 
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rernment,  have  been  distributed  to  the  States  in 
the  ratio  prescribed.  Sir,  this  will  not  do.  The 
doctrine  contended  for,  on  ihe  other  side,  involves 
its  advocates  in  too  much  difficulty.  There  is  no 
mystery  in  this  whole  matter;  nor  is  there,  in  my 
judgment,  any  ambiguity  in  the  deeds  of  cession. 
And  I  should  like  to  find, in  the  debates  of  the  Conti- 
tinental  Congress,  any  authority  for  the  assumption 
that  these  lands  were  not  ceded  to  the  United  States, to 
constitute  a  common  fund  for  their  use  and  benefit. 
I  should  tike  to  have  some  Senate  r  in  the  Opposi- 
tion show  me  a  line  or  a  letter,  in  the  history  "of 
that  period,  sanctioning  the  idea  that  the  States  of 
the  Confederacy  had  the  right  to  claim  the  avails 
of  the  public  lands  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Con- 
federacy. The  bistoy  of  the  times  gives  no  au- 
thority for  such  a  position — and  the  deeds  them- 
selves gtve  no  authority  for  such  a  position.  The 
grant  was  made  to  the  United  States,  to  constitute 
a  common  fund}  and  for  what?  For  the  use  aad 
benefit  of  sueh  o(  the  United  Stales  as  may  be- 
come members  of  the  Federal  alliance,  Virginia 
inclusive,  according  to  their  usual  respective  pro- 
portions in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure. 

Now,  sir,  mark  the  expressions.  The  grant  was 
made  to  the  United  Suites.  This  was  the  style 
given  by  the  first  article  of  the  Confederation  to 
the  Confederacy  of  States,  aad  what  then  com- 
posed the  United  States— tAoss  Sta'es  which  hid  be- 
come members  of  the  Federal  alliance,  including  Or- 
gisueu  And  by  the  same  Articles  of  Confederation 
other  States  might  be  formed  and  admitted  mem- 
bers of  the  Confederacy;  and  upon  any  such  oc- 
currence, the  States  thus  added  to  the  alliance  were 
also  made  pert  t>f  the  United  Statu.  Virginia  then, 
by  h«r  deed,  conveyed  to  all  the  States  by  the  name 
and  style  of  the  United  States,  a  portion  of  her  do- 
main, for  the  purpose  of  constituting  a  common 
fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  such  States,  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  proportions  in  the  gene- 
ral charge  and  expenditure — an  expression  perfect- 
ly well  understood  at  that  time.  The  deed  con- 
tained no  direction  to  divide  among  the  States  the 
proceeds  of  the  land,  but  such  proceeds  were  to 
remain  a  common  fund  for  their  general  use. 

The  object  must  have  been,  in  thus  granting  this 
large  tract  of  unsettled  country,  clearly  to  confine 
the  applications  of  the  proceeds  to  the  public  use. 
To  direct  that  in  all  time  to  cease,  the  avails  should 
go  to  defray  the  expenses  and  charges  of  the  Con- 
federacy— that  they  should  not  be  granted  with- 
out price— that  the  States  then  members  of  the  Fe- 
deral alliance  should  practically  derive  a  benefit  in 
the  sale  and  disposition  of  these  lands  by  the  United 
States,  in  fair  and  just  proportion  to  their  part  in 
the  general  charge  and  expenditure.  The  United 
States  were  to  hold  the  lands,  and  they  were  to 
constitute  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  tbg  whole  Confederacy.  It  was  the  object  of 
Virginia,  in  making  the  grant,  to  provide  a  com- 
mon fund.  It  was  the  anxious  wish  and  the  con- 
stant and  earnest  request  of  Congress,  that  these 
cessions  should  be  made,  so  that  a  common  fond 
might  thereby  be  provided  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  all  the  States.  If  the  purpose  could  have  been 
such  as  is  contended  for,  would  the  deeds  have  been 
thus  drawn?  If  the  cessions  had  been  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  respective  States  as  indepen- 
dent communities,  would  not  the  nature  of  the  trust 
and  the  use  been  clearly  expressed?  It  seems  to 
me  to  be  idle  to  contend  that  by  these  deeds  aa  ob- 
ligation is  imposed  upon  Congress  to  divide  the 
proceeds  of  the  lands  among  the  States.  And  this 
must  be  maintained,  or  else  the  deeds  of  cession 
mast  be  wholly  excluded.  Let  us  look  a  little  fur- 
ther into  these  deeds.  It  will  be  recollected,  at  the 
time  these  gran's  were  made,  Congress  did  not  pos- 
sess the  power,  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
to  impose  taxes  upon  the  States.  That  was  done 
by  the  States  themselves.  The  States  then  mem- 
bers, and  thote  which  might  afterwards  become 
members  of  the  Federal  alliance,  were  to  derive  a 
benefit  in  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  proportions  in  the  general 
charge  and  expenditure.  The  United  States  con  Id 
not,  according  to  the  deeds,  appropriate  the  avails 
of  the  public  lands  to  relieve  any  one  State  from 
its  embarrassment,  nor  could  it  appropriate  the 
avails  for  the  exclusive  benefit  ef  any  particu- 


lar number  of  the  States.  No.  Congress  was 
bound  to  apply  the  avails  for  the  common  be- 
nefit of  all;  and  each  were  to  derive  a  benefit  in 
proportion  to  its  charge  and  expenditure.  This 
was  all  the  benefit  reserved  in  the  deeds  foivihe  re- 
spective States;  and  the  proportion  of  the  States  in 
the  general  charge  and  expenditure  was  a  matter 
perfectly  well  understood  at  that  period  of  our  his- 
tory.   By  the  eighth  article  of  the  Confederation— 

"All  charge*  of  war,  and  ail  other  expenses  that  shall  be 
incurred  for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allow* 
ed  by  the   United  State*  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  be  de- 


frayed out  of  a  common  Treasury,  which  shall  be  supplied  by 
the  'several  States  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  aft  land 
within  each  State  granted  to  or  surveyed  for  any  person,  as 


such  land  and  the  buildings  and  improvement*  thereon 
shall  be  estimated,  according  to  such  mode  as  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled  shall  from  time  to  time  direct  and  ap- 
point. 


"The  taxes  for  paying  that  proportion  shall  be  laid  and  levied 

/  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  severer 

States,  within  the  time  agreed  upon  by  the  United  States  in  Con- 


by  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 

States,  within  the  '  *~        '    ~ 

great  assembled. 

And  during  the  existence  of  the  Confederation 
was  not  this  provision  of  the  deeds  fully  answered. 
Could  it  have  been  otherwise?  If  a  million  of  dol- 
lars had  been  received  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands — would  it  have  not  been  deposited  in  the 
public  Treasury;  and  must  not  Virginia  have  ne- 
cessarily derived  a  benefit  from  such  a  receipt  ac- 
cording to  her  proportion  in  the  general  charge  and 
expenditure?  Suppose  that  enough  had  been  re- 
ceived in  any  one  year  from  the  lands  to  have  paid 
all  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  would  not  the 
States  have  been  benefited  in  the  exact  proportion 
mentioned  in  the  deed,  according  to  ihe  Articles  of 
Confederation.  Would  not  Virginia  have  been 
relieved  from  her  contribution "  for  any  such 
year  ?  And  would  not  New  Hampshire 
have  been  in  like  manner  relieved?  These 
Slates  were  all  represented  in  the  then  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  and  all  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  the  salts  of  the  public  lands  during  the 
con  tin  nance  of  the  ConfederatiDn  enured  to  the 
benefit  of  the  State*,  according  to  their  respective 
proportion  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure.' 
The  terms  of  the  grant  then  were  literally  ful- 
filled. And  so  it  has  been  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution.  Our  revenues  are  now  derived  from 
customs  as  well  as  from  lands.  But  suppose  that 
the  import  system  were  abolished,  and  a  direct  tax 
upon  property  were  to  be  imposed  in  order  to  sup- 
ply a  revenue  for  the  support  of  Government.  It 
would  b«  apportioned  among  the  States  according 
to  their  representation.  But  instead  of  a  direct 
tax,  let  us  suppose  the  whole  revenue  necessary 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  a  single  year 
were  derived  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
would  it  not  follow  that  the  States  would  be  benefited 
according  to  their  respective  proportions  in  the  gene- 
ral charge  and  expenditure?  It  does  not  seem  to 
me  to  admit  of  a  question,  that  the  great  object  in 
obtaining  these  cessions,  and  that  the  great  object 
in  making  these  sessions  to  the  United  States,  were 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  common  fund  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  all  the  States— that  this  pur- 
pose has  been  most  faithfully  executed — and  that 
a  distribution  among  the  Stales  of  the  proceeds  of 
lands  would  defeat  the  very  object  ef  the  grantors 
as  well  as  the  grantees — because  such  a  distri- 
bution would  clearly  add  to  the  burdens  of  the 
people.  The  objects  in  obtaining  these  grants  were 
revenue— were  pecuniary  means,  to  be  applied  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  Union.  As  I  have  before 
said,  if  the  deeds  of  cession  impose  the  oblgation 
upon  Congress  to  distribute  among  the  States  the 
avails,  such  avails  could  not,  at  any  time  of  our 
history,  have  been  applied  in  good  faith  for  public 

Eurposes.  The  proceeds  either  belonged  to  the 
Tutted  States  or  to  the  States.  If  the  United  States 
are  the  trustees  of  the  States,  then  Congress  is 
bound  to  collect  its  revenue  from  import?,  or  by 
direct  taxation,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  lands 
should  go  at  once  to  the  State3.  This  is  denied. 
The  origin  of  these  cessions  gives  to  them  their 
character  and  purpose. 

The  history  of  the  events  of  the  Revolution  in 
relation  to  this  subject,  cannot  fail  to  give  much 
valuable  instruction.  The  articles  of  confedera- 
tion were  proposed  as  early  as  November,  1777; 
those  States  which  had  not  within  their  limits  any 
ungranted  lands,  felt  a  strong  jealousy  of  the  pow- 


er and  influence  of  those  States  which  had  unlimit- 
ed grants  of  territory.  That  feeling  long  prevent- 
ed the  adoption  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
and  not  until  late  in  1778  were  they  assented  to  by 
my  own  State,  and  by  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
notwithstanding  the  earnest  and  pressing  solicitude 
of  Congress,  declaring  that  "this  salutary  measure, 
the  Confederation,  can  no  longer  be  delayed;"  yet  it 
did  not  readily  receive  the  sanction  of  the  States. 
It  was  then  declared  as  essential  to  our  very  exist- 
ence as  a  free  people,  and  without  it  we  may  soon 
be  constrained  to  bid  adieu  to  independence,  to  li- 
berty, and  safety.  And  it  was  urged  upon  the 
^tates  "under  a  conviction  of  uniting  all  our  re- 
sources and  all  our  strength  to  maintain  and  defend 
our  common  liberties.''  Such  appeals  had  the  de- 
sired effect,  and  finally  induced  the  ratification  of 
the  articles  by  the  requisite  majority  of  the  States. 
But  the  feeling  then  entertained  by  many  of  the 
States  was  manifested  by  the  representation  of  New 
Jersey,  as  subjoined: 

'The  ninth  article  provides,  that  no  State  shall  be  deprived  of 
territory  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States:  whether  we  are  to 
understand,  thtl  by  territory  is  intended  any  land,  the  property 
of  which  was  heretofore  vested  in  the  crown  of  Great  Britain; 
or,  that  no  mention  of  such  land  is  made  in  the  Confederation, 
we  are  constrained  to  observe  that  the  present  war,  as  we  al- 
ways apprehended,  was  undertaken  for  the  general  defence  and 
Interest  of  the  confederating  colonies,  now  the  United  States.  It 
was  even  the  confident  expectation  of  this  State,  that  the  benefits 
derived  from  a  sacf  esslul  contest  were  to  be  general  and  pro- 
portionate; and  that  the  property  of  the  common  enemy,  falling 
in  consequence  of  a  prosperous  issue  of  the  war,  would  belong 
to  the  United  States,  and  be  appropriated  to  their  use.  We  are 
therefore  greatly  disappointed  in  finding  no  provision  made  to 
the  Confederation  for  empower!  g  the  Congress  to  dispose  of 
such  property,  but  especially  the  vacant  and  impatented  lands, 
commonly  called  the  crown  lands,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  war,  and  for  such  other  public  and  general  purposes.  The 
jurisdiction  ought,  in  every  instance,  to  belong  to  the  respective 
Slates  within  the  charter  or  determined  limits  of  which  such 
lands  may  be  seated;  but  reason  end  justice  must  decide  that  the 
property  which  existed  in  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  previous 
to  the  present  Revolution,  ought  now  to  belong  to  the  Congress 
in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States.  They  have 
fought  and  bled  for  it  in  proportion  to  their  respective  abilities, 
andtherefore  the  reward  ought  not  to  be  prediiectlonaUy  distri- 
buted. Shall  such  States  as  are  shut  out  by  situation  from 
availing  themselves  of  the  Isast  advantage  from  this  quarter,  be 
left  to  sink  under  an  enormous  debt,  whilst  others  are  enabled 
in  a  short  period,  to  replace  all  their  expenditures  from  the  bar  ; 
earnings  of  the  whole  Confederacy'}' 

This  was  a  common  sentiment,  fonnded  in  im- 
mutable justice — in  the  nature  and  fitness  of  things, 
and  so  strong  anaVso  deep  was  it  impressed  upon 
the  public  mind,  that  it  would  have  been  a  vain 
effort  to  have  resisted  its  influence. 

Congress,  on  the  sixth  of  September,  1780,  m  its 
recommendation  to  the  States,  resolved  that  "it  ap- 
pears advisable  to  press  upon  those  States,  which 
can  remove  the  embarrassment  respecting  the 
Western  eonntry,  a  liberal  surrender  of  a  portion 
of  her  territorial  claim*,  since  tbey  cannot  be  pre- 
served entire  without  endangering  the  stability  of 
the  general  Confederacy.  To  remind  them  how  in- 
dispensably necessary  it  is  to  establish  a  Federal 
Union  on  a  fixed  and  permanent  basis,  and  on 
principles  acceptable  to  all  its  respective  members; 
how  essential  to  public  peace  aad  confidence  in 
support  of  an  army;  to  the  vigor  of  onr  councils, 
and  success  of  our  measures;  to  our  tranquillity  at 
home;  te  our  reputation  abroad;  to  our  very  exig- 
ence at  afree,  sovereign,  and  independent  people." 

And  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  general  senti- 
ment contained  in  the  preceding  resolutions  of 
Congress,  we  find  that,  on  the  lOih  of  October, 
1780,  Congress  resolved  "that  the  unappropriated 
lands  that  maybe  ceded  or  relinguished  to  the 
United  States  by  any  particular  8  ate,  pursuant  to 
the  recommendation  of  Congress  of  the  6th  Sep- 
tember last,  shall  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  bene- 
fit  of  the  United  States."  How  idle,  then,  to  con- 
tend that  by  these  very  deeds  of  cession  an  obliga- 
tion is  imposed  upon  Congress  to  divide  among  the 
8tates  the  revenue  derived  from  the  lands,  thus  in- 
creasing the  burdens  which  it  was  intended  thereby 
to  lessen? 

The  State  of  New  York  had,  previous  to  this 
proceeding  of  the  Continental  Congress,  passed  a 
law  to  make  a  cession  of  a  portion  of  her  lands. 
Virginia  did  the  same  early  in  the  following  year. 
And  long  afur  the  passage  of  the  act  by  the  Legis* 
laiure  of  Virginia^  giving  authority  to  make  the 
desired  ces«fon  to  the  United  States,  and  at  a  time 
when  the  defects  of  the  system  of  confederation 
had  become  apparent,  and  Congress  was  deeply 
I ,  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  making    bettet 
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prawsion  fbx-ihe  support  of  Government;  the  fol- 
lowing proceeding  took  place: 

In  April,  1783,  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
Virginia,  agreeing  to  make  a  cession  of  the  lands 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  the  United  States, 
the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Madison,  Mr. 
'Ellsworth,  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  appointed  to  pre- 
-paxe  an  address  to  the  States,  to  accompany  the 
*ct  of  the  18th  of  this  month,  reported  a  draft, 
which  being  read  and  amended,  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Madison,  it  will  be  recollected,  w*s  one  of 
Virginia's  distinguished  sons,  and  from  his  address 
I  have  made  the  subjoined  extract,  in  order  to  show 
for  what  use  he  regarded  the  territory  to  be  ceded: 

**Thus  much  for  the  interest  of  the  national  debt:  /or  the  die- 
charge  of  the  principal  within  the  term  limited,  we  rely  on  the 
natural  increase  of  the  rerenue  from  commerce,  on  requisitions 
to  be  made  from  time  to  time  for  that  purpose,  as  circumstances 
may  dictate*  and  on  the  prospect  of  vacant  territory." 

From  all  these  historical  tacts  there  seems  to  bt 
no  room  fordoubt  that  the  statesmen  and  the  pa- 
triots of  that  day  regarded  these  cessions  as  they 
should  be  regarded,  if  a  fair  construction  be  given 
to  the  deeds  themselves,  as  made  for  the  general 
use  of  the  United  States — of  consequence  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  acts  ot  the  respective  States  making  the 
cessions  to  the  General  Government,  were  truly 

Striotic.    The  interests,  the  harmony,  the  peace, 
i  prosperity  and  happinexs  of  the  Confederacy 
were  involved;  and  the  grants,  for  a  time,  gave 
stability  and  strength  and  confidence  to  the  Go- 
vernment.   Bnt  the  fact  cannot  be  controverted, 
that  by  the  common  blood  and  the  common   tiea- 
sureof  the  whob  country,  this  extensive  domain 
Was  acquired  from  the  common  enemy;  and,  as  I 
h«re  before  remarked,  the  cession  from  New  York 
was  anterior  to  the  treaty  of  peace;  and  yet  the 
territory  conveyed  was  by  that  treaty  confirmed  to 
Careat  Britain.    By  the  charter  of  Virginia,  her 
western  boundary  extended  to  the  borders  of  the 
Pacific,  and  yet  by  the  treaty  the  western  boundary 
of  the  United  States  was  limited  to  the  middle  of 
the  Mississippi.    And  the  grant  from  Virginia, 
made  in  1784,  embraces  the  land  within  her  char- 
tered limits  lying  northwest  of  the  Obio. 
.   I  mention  these  facts  to  demonstrate  that  it  was 
the  Revolution  and  the  treaty  consequent  upon  that 
Revolution,  which  defined  the  territorial  rights  of 
the  United  8tates,  without  regard^o  the  provisions 
and  limitations  of  pre-existing  8iate  charters.    Bat 
I  am  free  to  admit,  under  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion, it  wat  magnanimous  on  the  part  of  Virginia 
and  the  other  ceding  States  to  make  the  cession?, 
and  thus  give  quiet  to  the  whole  Confederacy.    I 
cannot,  for  a  moment,  believe  that  these  cessions 
impose  any  obligation  on  the  United  States  to  divide 
the  proceeds  of  the  lands  among  the  States.    They 
wire  designed  to  constitute  a  common  fond — and 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Government  if  has 
been  administered  as  a  common  fund.    The  avails 
have  made  up  a  part  of  the  public  revenue  for  the 
use  of  the  whole  Republic.    It  must,  however,  be 
admitted  that  this  trusteeship  has  been  uniformly 
inferred  from  the  deeds  themselves,  and  heretofore 
the. power  and  obligation  to  make  distributions  has 
been  based  upon  those  conveyances.    That  was 
the  argument  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  in  his  report  communicated  to  the 
Senate  upon  this  subject  in  1836?    Bnt  how  is  it 
now?    Both  the  Senators  from  Kentucky  and  Mas- 
sachusetts abandon,  and  properly  abandon,  the  idea 
that  the  deeds  confer  this  power  upon  Congress. 
They  look  into  the  Constitution  and  content  them- 
selves with  the  express  grant  of  power  which  that 
instrument  contains,  as  furnishing  full  and  ample 
authority  to   make  the  distribution.    Not  so  in 
former  days.    I  concur  with  the  honorable  Senators 
in^  their  conclusions  that  the  deeds  of  cession  im- 
pose no  such  obligation  upon  Congress.    But  that 
was  the  gTonnd  taken  formerly — and  that  was  the 
only  ground  assumed  in  the  able  report  to  which  I 
have  referred.    Bat  does  it  not  occur  to  every  ob- 
server that  it  will  not  answer  to  rely  upon  the  deeds, 
because,  forsooth,  they  embrace  bnt  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  public  domain?    Tbey  must,  therefere, 
find  authority  elsewhere,  or  the  object  cannot  be 
accomplished.    When  I  came  into  this  Senate  in 
1835,  this  subject  of  distributioneariy  engaged  their 
consideration,  and  it  was  at  the  session  of  1835-6, 


that  the  dieting  uifched  Senator  from  Ohio  made  his 
report. 

I  have  made  the  subjoined  extracts,  In  order  to 
show  the  ground  then  taken;  and  which  ground 
seems  now  to  be  abandoned: 

"The  question  ofconatituiional  power  hae  occupied  the  care- 
fui  and  eedaloua  attention  of  the  committee;  and  they  here  pre- 
sent to  the  Senate  the  course  of  reasoning  on  that  subject,  which 
they  consider  eound  and  just,  and  which  has  led  them  to  the 
conclusion  that  Congress  possesses  the  power  to  distribute  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  according  to  the  principles  of  this 

"At  the  time  the  deed  of  cession  from  Virginia  was  made  and 
aecepiad,  the  Union  was  held  together  by  the  Articlesiof  Con- 
federation of  1778;  which,  in  its  8th  article,  provide  Hhat  all 
charges  of  war  and  other  expenses  that  shall  be  incurred  for 
the  common  defence  or  general'wlelare,  and  allowed  by  the 
United  Biates  In  Congress  assembled,  shall  be  defrayed  oot  of  a 
common  Treasury,  which  shall  be  supplied  by  the  several 
Bntes.' » 

"The  mode  of  determining  the  proportion  which  each  of  the 
States  shall  bear  of  the  public  charges,  is  particularly  pointed 
out;  and  it  Is  there  provided  that  Hoe  tajce*  for  pay  ing  that  pro- 
portion shall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  authority  and  direction 
of  the  several  Slates.1  To  this  state  of  things,  existing  at  the 
time  of  the  delivery  of  the  Virginia  deed  of  cession,  its  provi- 
sions must  necessarily  apply.  It  was  to  a  Confederacy  of  inde- 
pendent States,  who  kept  up  a  common  treasury  out  of  contri- 
butions from  each  of  its  several  members,  accordidg  to  a  de- 
terminate regulation,  that  this  deed  was  made;  andaftei  making 
certain  reservations,  specially  set  forth,  it  declares  the  trust  in 
the  following  distinct  and  unequivocal  t*rms:  That  all 
the  lands  within  the  territory  eo  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and 
not  reserved  for  or  appropriated  to  any  of  the  before-mentioned 
purposes,  or  disposed  of  in  bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  American  army,  shall  be  considered  as  a  common  fund 
for  the  use  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  have  become,  or 
shall  become,  members  of  the  Confederation.  Virginia  inclusive, 
according  to  their  usual  respective  proportions  In  the  eeneral 
charge  and  expenditures,  and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide 
disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose 
whatsoever.'  If,  then,  we  had  still  continued,  down  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  a  Confederation  of  *<nt*s.  bound  together  by  the 
articles  of  1778,  and  if,  as  ts  now  the  case,  the  public  debt  were 
discharged,  the  public  expenses  borne  by  revenues  from  other 
quarters,  and  the  public  land  pouring  its  million*  into  the 
Treasury,  what  ought  Congress,  as  the  trustee  of  that  common 
fund,  to  do  with  it?  It  is  a  trust  fund,  placed  in  the  hands  ot 
Congress  'for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  several  States,*  and 
it  is  to  be  disposed  of  'bona  fide*  for  that  purpose,  'and  for 
no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever. '  So  long  as  there  Is  a  pub- 
lic debt  to  be  paid,  this  fund  was  well  applied  for  the  common 
benefit  in  the  payment  of  that  debt,  as  the  debt  was  a  common 
charge  upon  all,  'according  to  their  usual  respective  propor- 
tions in  the  public  expenditures.'  And  eo  long  as  it  was  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  Government,  its  application  to  that 
purpose  was  right,  for  the  same  reason;  but  when  this  state 
of  things  has  ceased,  when  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
aie  no  longer  necessary  for  either  of  these  purposes,  what  Is  it 
the  duty  of  the  trustee  to  do  with  it,  according  to  the  letter  and 
spirit  ol  the  deed  of  trust!  And  what,  were  ft  a  case  between 
individuals,  would  a  court  of  equity  compel  him  todol  The 
answer  is  plain  and  obvious.  He  not  only  might  pay  it.  but 
he  would  be  bound  to  nay  It  over  to  those  for  whose  benefit  he 
held  it.  If  it  were  not  necessary  to  disburse  tl  for  them,  he  must 
restore  it  to  them.  This,  as  between  individuals,  would  be  a 
plain  case;  and  your  committee  cannot  perceive  how  it  is  va- 
ried, when  applied  between  States  and  nations.  If,  then,  we 
had  remained  as  we  weret  members  of  the  old  Confederation— if 
the  Constitution  had  not  intervened  to  chance,  in  any  wise,  the 
relations  of  the  States  to  each  other,  or  to  the  whole,  it  would 
have  been  not  only  the  right,  but  the  duty  of  Congress,  pursuant 
to  the  spirit  of  that  deed  of  cession,  to  have  distributed  among 
the  several  States  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  contained 
within  the  bounds  of  that  grant.  The  delivery  and  acceptance 
of  this  deed  amounted  to  a  contract;  and  the  above  is.  according 
to  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  just  construction  of  that 
contract. 

"Your  committee  are  hence  led  to  the  conclusion  that  with 
respect  to  the  proceeds  of  all  the  lands  north  of  the  3let  degree  of 
latitude,  and  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  Congress  not  only  has 
the  constitutional  power  to  make  the  proposed  distribution,  but 
it  is  a  duty  enjoined  on  them  by  a  contract  which  is  recognised 
and  adopted  by  the  (institution. 

"As  to  the  land  lying  within  the  bounds  of  the  original  pur- 
chase of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  our  right  so  to  apply  it  rests 
upon  less  satisfactory  grounds.  We  have  no  compact  concern- 
ing it^-no  constitutional  provision,  or  any  asrreement  recognised 
by  the  Constitution,  which  expressly  authorised  the  purchase 
of  this  additional  territory,  or  which  places  the  land  so  pur- 
chased In  the  same  situation  with  that  which  was  originally 
transferred  to  Congt  ess  by  the  States." 

This  was  tbe  argument,  then.  Bnt  this  conrse  of 
reasoning  will  not  lead  to  the  desired  conclusions; 
and  hence  the  argument  is  not  now  resorted  to,  and 
the  honorable  Senators  over  tbe  way  look  beyond 
the  deeds  into  the  Constitution  for  power  to  make 
tbe  distribution.  Bnt,  sir,  I  oppose  the  scheme  on 
every  ground.  I  contend  that  there  is  no  obligation 
on  Congress,  growing  out  of  the  deeds,  to  make  a 
distribution  of  that  portion  of  tbe  revenue  derived 
from  tbe  public  lands.  I  contend  that  there  is  no  power 
eipressed  or  implied  in  the  Constitution  to  pass  a 
law  corresponding  with  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Kenucky.  And  if  snch  a 
power  was  undoubted,  I  contend  that  it  would  be 
grossly  pernicious  in  its  effects— -unjostto  the  States, 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  tbe  people,  and  in 
every  sense  impolitic  and  inexpedient. 

At  the  session  of  the  New  Hampshire  Legisla- 
ture, in  1837,  when  tbe  subject  of  distributing  tbe 
avails  of  the  public  lands  had  engaged  Ilia  attention 


of  the  American  people,  they  resolved  that  all 
manner  of  unnecessary  taxation,  if  it  have  for  its 
object  distribution,  U  highly  detrimen'al  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  whole  peop'e;  and  distribution  of 
the  revenue  to  the  States  is  contrary  to  the  troe 
spirit  and  meaning  of  the  Constitution;  and  if  the 
practice  of  taxing  tbe  people  unnecessarily  for  that 
object  is  adopted,  wilt  te nil  towards  the  creation  of 
a  consolidated  Government,  and  to  the  ultimate  and 
comp'ete  dependence  of  ih:  several  Stales  upon 
that  Government.  Such  were  then  the  sentiments 
of  the  people  of  my  o*  n  Si  ate,  and  very  soon,  too, 
after  the  famous  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  had  been  given  to  the  public  But 
a;  this  subject  has  from  that  time  to  this  more  or 
less  engaged  the  attention  of  Congress,  the  Legis- 
la iure  of  New  Hampshire,  at  is  session  in  1839, 
passed  resolutions  of  instruction  which  i  fell  com- 
pelled to  lay  before  the  Senate,  and,  from  a  sense  of 
duty  to  my  State  and  to  my  own  conscience,  im- 
plicitly to  observe  and  obey.  The  resolutions  were 
as  follows: 

"Whereas  certain  propositions  have  been  before  the  Con* 
gress  of  the  United  States,  having  for  their  object  the  distnbn. 
tion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands;  and 
whereas  such  a  measure,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature,  is  • 
not  only  unconstitutional,  but  is  calculated  to  diminish  the  pub* 
lie  revenue  and  increase  indirect  taxation,  by  affording  a.  pretext 
for  a  continuance  of  a  high  tariff: 

{"Therefore  resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  convened,  That  our  Senators  in  Con- 
gress be  Instiucted,  and  the  Representatives  from  this  Slate  be 
requested*  to  oppose  every  attempt  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  Use 
sales  oi  the  public  lands  among  the  several  States,  or  to  make 
any  other  disposition  thereof,  except  fer  the  constitutional  par* 
pose  of  providing  for  the  common  welfare  and  general  defssce 
of  the  United  States." 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  contends  that 
the  express  grant  of  power,  conferred  upon  Con- 
gress to  dispose  of  the  public  territory  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  gives  an  entire  and  perfect  con- 
trol over  the  whole  subject  matter.  The  power 
"to  dispose  of,1'  he  says,  is  bread  and  sufficiently 
comprehensive  to  include  the  power  to  distribute. 
I  cannot  bring  my  mind  to  that  conclusion.  The 
jower  to '  'dispose  of*  the  territory  and  the  ether* 
property  of  the  United  States  is  specific  and  dear; 
but  there  can  be  no  legitimate  inference  that  any 
other  and  different  powers  can  be  exercised  by  Con- 
gress, from  the  fact  that  the  power  is  in  lerms  un- 
limited. It  gives  to  Congress,  I  freely  admit,  the 
authority  to  dispose  of  the  public  lands,  but  it  got* 
no  farther:  and  it  teems  to  me  to  be  a  violence 
upon  language — a  misconception  of  tbe  nature  and 
object  of  this  grant  of  power,  to  contend  that  Con- 
gress can  do  that  which  will  in  effect  defeat  the 
object  and  purpose  designed.  The  Senate  r  will 
not  pretend  that  he  can  find  within  the  range  of  ihe 
Constitution,  any  express  power  con  I  erred  upon 
Congress  to  divide  among  the  States  any  portion  of 
the  pub'ic  revenue.  But  his  portion  is,  if  under- 
stood, that  the  power  "to  dispose  o/,"  includes  the 
power  to  distribute.  Both  the  Senators  from  Ken* 
tucky  and  Massachusetts  bave  pressed  this  argu- 
ment. But  I  cannot  well  see  how  they  can  logical- 
ly or  constitutionally,  from  their  premises,  make 
their  deductions. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay]  ha* 
said  that  the  tax  power  and  the  land  power  con- 
ferred upon  Congress  by  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution, are  essentially  different.  It  this  sol  What 
is  the  object  of  the  taxing  power  of  Congress?  To 
bring  money  into  the  Treasury;  and  for  what  pur- 
pose? Clearly  for  the  public  us-.  What  is  the 
object  of  the  power  conferred  upon  Congress  to  bor- 
row money  upon  the  credit  of  the  United  States? 
Clearly  to  bring  money  into  the  Treasury  for  pub- 
lic use.  What  is  the  object,  sir,  of  the  power  con- 
ferred upon  Congress  "to  dispose  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States?1'  Clearly  to  bring  money  into 
the  Treasury  for  public  use.  Where,  then,  is  the 
difference,  so  far  as  respects  the  objects  of  these  re- 
spective powers?  None,  sir.  Toe  Senator  from 
Kentucky  remarked,  with  an  apparent  triompb, 
that  while  ihe  taxing  power  looked  to  the  collection 
of  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  debts, 
providing  for  ihe  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States,  the  land  power  was 
entirely  silent  upon  that  ma'ter;  and  he  has  chal- 
lenged any  friend  of  tbe  Administration  to  show 
thiit  the  word  rwtnus  was  in  any  way  connected 
with  the  land  power  conferred  upon  Congress. 
And  hence  he  infers,  that  iu  the  exercise  of-  this 
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same  land  power,  the  object  was  not  revenue.  Is 
this  a  fair  and  legitimate  inference  from  the  premi- 
sed Trie  it  is,  that  Congress  has  power,  in  ex- 
press terms,  to  dispose  of  the  territory  belonging  to 
the  United  States.  True  it  is,  that  tbe  Constitution 
is  entirely  silent  as  to  what  shall  be  done  with 
the  avails  of  any  such  disposition  cf  the  territory 

But  what  then?  Can  it  be  presumed,  from  this 
mere  fact  of  silence,  that  Congress  possess  the  pow- 
er to  give  away  the  avails  of  the  public  land?;  that, 
inasmoch  as  no  express  specific  direction  is  given 
in  the  Constitution  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  territory  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing the  debts,  or  of  providing  for  the  common  de- 
fence of  the  United  States,  it  necessarily  fol- 
lows that  Congress  can  distribute  those  proceeds  to 
tbe  States?  All  powers  not  expressly  delegated  by 
the  Constitution,  are  reserved  to  the  States  or  to 
the  people.  Congress  has  power  to  borrow  money 
upon  the  credit  of  the  United  States.  But  does  the 
Constitution  direct  what  shall  be  done  with  the 
money  thus  borrowed?  No,  sir.  And  would  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  contend  that  Congress  may, 
in  the  exercise  of  its  discretion,  give  away  or  dis- 
tribute to  the  States  the  money  thus  borrowed? 
Under  this  power  to  borow  money,  I  would  like  to 
know  if  there  ia  an  American  statesman,  within 
the  limits  of  this  Republic,  bold  enough  to  maintain 
that  Congress  can,  constitutionally,  apply  a  dollar 
of  money  thus  obtained  but  for  public  use— that 
Congress  could  regard  the  means  thus  acquired  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  portion  of  the  public  reve- 
nues to  be  expended  exclusively  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  whole  Union,  to  be  withdrawn  from 
the  public  Treasury  by  appropriations  made  by 
law.  And\  sir,  can  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
pojot  to  me  any  difference  in  the  power  conferred 
upon  Congress  to  dispose  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  borrow  money  upon 
the  credit  of  the  United  States?  So  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  disposal  cf  the  proceeds  of  such 
negotiations,  there  is  no  difference,  in  fact. 
The  power  is  the  same  ia  both  cases.  And, 
as  before  remarked,  the  great  object  of  the  exercise 
of  inch  power  was  to  raise  revenue — to  bring  mo- 
ney into  the  public  Treasury  for  public  use.  The 
Senator  from  Kentucky  admits  that  Congress  has 
not  the  power  to  levy  taxes  and  to  collect  revenue 
for  the  purpose  of  distribution.  This  is  correct; 
but  he  adds,  Congress  has  power  to  dispose  of  the 
territory  and  other  property  of  the  United  States, 
and  as  there  is  no  limitation  to  this  power,  it  may 
dispose  of  that  territory  and  distribute  the  avails. 
Gongrejs,  it  is  admitted,  has  no  power  to  collect  a 
revenue  for  distribution,  but  it  can  levy  taxes  "to 
provide  and  maintain  a  navy,'*  and  Congress  pos- 
sesses the  power,  the  Senator  contends,  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  the  ships  which  constitute  that  navy,  re- 
ceive the  proceeds  in  money,  and  distribute  that 
money  to  the  States..  Of  all  tbe  extraordinary  po- 
sitions which  have  been  taken  in  illustration  of  this 
power,  this  is,  to  my  mind,  the  most  extraordinary. 
The  mere  statement  of  the  proposition  itself  shows 
its  absurdity.  While  it  is  admitted  that  Congress 
has  no  eonstitutional  power  to  collect  a  revenue 
for  distribution,  it  is  urged  that  it  has  the  power  to 
dispose  of  our  national  ship*,  our  public  fortresses, 
and  our  public  domain,  collect  the  proceeds  and 
make  distribution  thereof  among  the  States.  I 
shall  add  nothing  more;  if  the  Senator  can  derive 
any  advantage  from  such  an  argument,  be  it  so. 
If  the  American  people  can  thus  be  deluded,  for 
one,  I  shall  think  much  less  of  their  intelligence 
than  1  now  do. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  admits,  as  I 
have  before  stated,  that  he  does  not  look  to  the 
deeds  of  cession  for  the  power  which  Congress  has 
over  this  subject.  He  finds  that  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution; and  be  contends  that,  under  the  third  sec- 
tion of  tbe  fourth  article  of  that  instrument,  he  can 
erect  a  platform  broad  enough  to  sos'ain  his  posi- 
tions. The  Senators  says,  that  Congress  has  tbe 
power  to  d  is  pee  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.  This  is  true;  and  he  contends  further  that 
the  authority  is  also  conferred  upon  Congress  to  do 
what  it  shall  please  with  the  public  domain-~fo»t 
eoittrojfc*  only  by  its  own  discretion.  Is  this  so? 
And  the  ground  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Massa* 
chusetts,  is,  that  there  ia  no  limitation  to  this  spe- 


cific grant  of  power.  That  Congress  is  unrestrict- 
ed in  its  exercise— this  is  tree,  so  far  as  the  lan- 
guage used  goes  to  confer  tbe  particular  power. 
But  what  is  the  power  conferred?    "To  dispose  of 

*  the  territory  belonging  to  the  United  States.'9  This 
is  all,  sir.  And  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  words 
uto  dispose  ©/?"  I  answer,  to  8tU—to  convey— to 
transfer— to  pass  over  to  mother.  The  power  then 
conferred  by  this  section  (according  to  the  most 
approved  lexicographers)  is  to  sell — to  convey- 
to  transfer  the  public  territory,  and  (ais  is  oil.  There 
is  no  other  authority  given  in  terms;  and  if  any 
other  authority  is  attempted  to  be  exercised,  it  is 
an  assumption  of  power  without  right.  Let  us 
apply  this  to  the  affairs  and  business  of  common 
life.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
under  his  hand  and  seal,  empowers  me  to  dispose 
of  his  farm— to  bargain  away— to  sell— and  to 
convey  his  valuable  homestead;  would  not  me  Se- 
nator conclude  that  it  would  be  a  monstrous  abuse 
of  that  power,  should  I  appropriate  the  avails  of 
such  a  sale  to  my  own  use— should  I  distribute  the 
proceeds  to  my  own  childrtnl  And  what  would  be 
the  Senators  answer,  if  I  should  contend  that,  un- 
der the  express  authority  ((to  dispose  of"  was  in- 
included  necessarily,  the  authority  to  distribute!  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  the  honorable  Senator 
would  be  the  last  man  who  would  be  convinced 
by  any  such  argument.  He  would  say,  and  would 
properly  say,  look  to  the  express  terms  of  your 
power.*  Do  not  presume  to  go  beyond  the  re- 
cord. 

In  the  Constitution  there  is  an  express  power  in 
terms  conferred  upon  Congress  to  dispose  of  the 
territory,  but  does  that  necessarily  include  a  power 
to  distribute?  Congress  could  not  be  justified  to 
imply  any  such  power.  It  must  be  conferred 
plainly,  expressly,  and  intelligibly,  or  no  such 
power  can  be  presumed  to  exist.  The  Senator- 
contends  for  the  existence  of  the  power  to  distri- 
bute because  there  is  no  qualification  or  limitation  of 
the  power  to  "dispose  of"  the  territory.  Sir,  is  there 
any  limination  or  restriction  upon  tbe  power  con- 
ferred upon  Congress  to  borrow  money?  No,  sir, 
tbe  one  power  is  just  as  unlimited  in  terms  as  the 
other.  As  I  have  before  remarked,  would  the  ho- 
norable Senator,  or  any  other  member  of  this  Se- 
nate, for  a  moment  contend  that  the  power  to  bor- 
row money  for  the  reason,  that  it  is  unlimited  and 
unrestricted  necessarily  includes  the  power  to  distri- 
bute the  money  thus  acquired,according  to  the  discre- 
tion of  Congress?  Mr.  President,  the  argument  is 
fallacious— it  rests  upon  no  substantial  foundation. 
But  I  freely  admit  that  the  honorable  Senators  from 
Kentucky  and  from  Massachusetts  must  look  to 
the  Constitution  for  the  power  to  distribute,  if  any 
such  power  exists.  1  commend  them  for  having, 
even  at  this  late  day,  abandoned  the  ground  that 
an  imperious  obligation  rests  upon  Congress,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  to  make  distribution 
of  the  revenue  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  lania 
to  the  respective  States.  Sir,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  satisfy  myself  that  the  deeds  of  ces&ien  impose 
any  sach  obligation  upon  the  United  States*  1 
have  not  been  able  to  satisfy  myself  that  there  is 
any  constitutional  power  given  to  Congress  to  dis- 
tribute the  public  revenue,  or  any  portion  of 
the  public  revenue.  My  views  on  these 
points  are  now  with  the  Senate;  they  are  consci- 
entiously entertained,  and  they  have  been  honestly 
presented.  If  they  shall  induce  others  to  the  same 
conclusions  to  which  I  have  come,  I  shall  rejoice— 
if  they  shall  produce  no  effect  upon  others,  I  shall 
content  myself  with  the  reflection  that  I  have  done 
my  duty. 

Mr.  President,  believing  as  I  do,  that  no  obliga- 
tion rests  upon  the  General  Government  by  the 
deeds  of  session  te  make  distribution  among  the 
respective  States  of  that  portion  of  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  the  sate  of  the  public  lands,  and  ac- 
quired from  the  States — aod  believing  as  I  do,  that 
there  is  no  specific  grant  of  power  given  to  Con- 
gress to  make  any  *uch  division  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  lands  acquired  either  by  purchase  from  the 
States  or  by  purchase  from  foreign  Governments, 
1  must  oppose  this  amendment.  I  cannot  but  re* 
gird  the  project  as  a  meet  dangerous  and  alarming 
assumption  of  power— as  calculated  to  break?  down 

I  the  objects  of  this  Confederacy — as  constituting 


this  Government  the  great  distributor  of  tbe  pub- 
lic revenues  for  every  purpose  except  that  for 
which  the  revenues  were  collected,  kookiag  be- 
yond tbe  wants  and  necessities  of  the  country—* 
disregarding  the  imperative  obligations  to  provide 
for  its  defence  and  its  welfare,  we  find  here  a  pro* 
position  submitted  to  appropriate  the  means  of  the 
whole  people  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  respective 
States.  Sir,  I  can  favor  no  such  measure— amen* 
sure  unauthorized  by  tbe<charter  of  our  liberties— 
oi  wot  with  the  genius,  the  character  and  object  cf  our 
Government. 

But  could  I  for  a  moment  believe  that  the  Con-  < 
stitution  conferred  upon  Congress  tbe  power  to 
pass  into  a  law  the  preposition  submitted  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  I  would  oppose  it  as  un- 
just to  the  interests  of  the  States— as  prejudicial  to  • 
tbe  honest  rights  of  the  people.  I  would  oppose  it 
as  unequal  and  oppressive  in  its  effects  and  opera- 
tions. I  have  already  referred  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  Treasury,  as  furnishing  a  moat  unan- 
swerable objection  against  the  expediency  of  this 
project.  I  have  already  shown  that  the  proceeds 
of  the  lands,  as  well  as  tbe  proceeds  of  the  imports,! 
constitute  alike  the  revenues  of  the  country.  I  have 
shown  that  the  power  conferred  upon  Congress  to  • 
lay  taxes,  impose  duties,  borrow  money,  or  "to  dis- 
pose of  the  territory'1  of  the  United  States,  was  .for 
the  purpose  of  providing  means  for  public  use. 
And  when  those  means  are  thus  acquired,  there  ia  ' 
no  difference  or  distinction  between  the  parts  whieh 
make  up  the  aggregate.  They  are  truly  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Government— supplied  by  direct  or  in* 
direct  taxation  upon  the  people.  The  Senators 
from  Kentucky  and  Massachusetts  have  admitted, 
and  with  much  propriety  and  truth  admitted,  that 
Congress  cannot  levy  taxes  to  collect  revenue  for 
distribution.  Bat  if  not  equally  opposed  to  the 
constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  make  distribu- 
tion of  'any  portion  of  the  revenue,  is  not  such  a' 
proceeding  at  war  with  every  ct  nsideration  of  pub- 
lic policy— to  make  a  deficit  in  our  jneans  for  the  \ 
sake  of  supplying  it— to  abstract  from  the  Trea- 
sury five  millions  annually,  in  order  to  tax  the  peo- 
ple the  requisite  sum  to  supply  again  that  five  mil* 
lions?  Such  a  proceeding  may  be  founded  in  wis- 
dom—it may  be  recommended  by  a  sound  discre- 
tion-—by  considerations  of  pure  patriotism.  But  I 
cannot  so  view  it.  I  am  compelled  to  give  to  it  a 
different  character.  How  is  it 'proposed  to  supply 
the  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  which  would  be  oc- 
casioned by  this  abstraction?  By  a  tax  on  Ivxwiee* 
That,  however,  must  depend  on  the  future  le- 
gislation of  Congress.  By  this  amendment,  it  is 
pjnposed,  after  the  1st  January,  1842,  to  divide 
among  the  States  that  portion  of  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  lands.  All  agree  that  the  condition  of 
onr  public  finances  cannot  bear  such  a  redaction— 
that  the  deficit  must  be  supplied.  But  whether  that 
will  be  done  by  borrowing  money;  by  a  direct 
tax;  by  increasing  the  existing  duties,  or  by  laying 
imposts  on  articles  now  free  of  duty,  must  depend 
on  the  action  of  Congress— and  no  man  can  tell 
what  that  action  will  be.  Every  man  knows  that 
a  portion  of  this  Confederacy  L«  most  sensitive  upon 
the  subject  of  the  tariff;  and  it  has  seemed  to  me 
from  the  beginning,  that  iho  friends  of  this  policy 
should  contrive  first  to  create  a  surplus  in  the  Trea- 
sury before  they  distribute  the  revenue;  that  they 
should  at  least  count  the  eggs  before  they  divide  the 
chickens. 

But  let  us  examine  the  plan  which  is  suggested;  • 
with  a  view  to  supply  the  deficiency.  That  plan 
is  to  impose  an  ad  valorem  duty  on  luxuries.  Un- 
der the  existing  provisions  of  the  compromise  act, 
the  revenue  derived  from  imports  before  the  first  of 
July,  1849,  will  be  reduced  at  least  five  millions  of' 
dollars.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  tariff* 
report,  communicated  to  tbe  Senate  on  tbe  18th  of' 
January  last,  remarks  that  "if  the  expenditures  ere 
properly  and  seasonably  diminished,  it  will  not  be*' 
necessary  to  raise  all  this  amount  by  taxation  in 
any  form."  A  clause  in  the  third  section  of  the' 
compromise  net  provides  that  after  1849  "duties* 
shall  be  laid  for  the  purpose  of  raising  such  vtvtfewc ' 
as  may  be  necessary  to  an  economical  adminttMra-1 
tion  of  the  Government.  Tbe  Secretary  adds  Hmf> 
"in  truth  the  tariff  is  as  much  a  system  tf  taxmffeaJ 
as  a  land  tax;  and  that  the  confining  ef  all  duties 
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Senate. 


hereafter. io  a  low  rate  wis,  therefore,  desirable  to 
the  great  mass  of  the  people,  because  it  was  con. 
fining  taxes  to  a  low  rate;"  and  "by  confining  in 
substance  any  future  change  to  purposes  of  reve- 
nue alone,  and  within  twenty  per  cent,  would  im- 
part greater  permanence  and  prosperity  even  to 
manufacturing,,  and  with  that  to  all  other  descrip- 
tions of  industry."  From  the  whole  tenor  of  this 
report—from  the  state  of  popular  opinion,  which 
is  believed  to  exist  upon  this  subject— I  am  led  to 
the  conclusion  that  a  system  ef  ad  valorem  duties, 
not  to  exceed  twenty  per  cent,  after  the  first  of  July, 
1842,  will  be  resorted  to  for  the  exclusive  purpose 
of  collecting  revenue,  and  will  become  the  settled 
policy  of  the  Government.  It  is  conceded  that  the 
duties  on  imports  will  be  reduced  under  the  opera  ion 
of  the  compromise  act  before  that  expires  in  1849, 
five  millions,  leaving  only  ten  millions  of  re  venue  de- 
rived from  customs.  This  deficit  mast  also  be  supplied 
by  creating  new  or  increasing  old  duties.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  annual  expenditures  of 
this  Government,  for  years  to  come,  will  amount 
at  least  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  Fifteen  of 
that  twenty,  at  least,  allowing  the  present  sources 
cf  revenue  to  remain  undisturbed,  must  be  derived 
from  duties  on  imports.  But  if  the  contemplated 
revenue  derived  from  lands  be  annually  abstracted, 
then  the  whole  twenty  millions  must  be  collected 
from  imports.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
the  report  herein  before  referred  to,  proposes  a 
mode  of  supplying  the  deficiency  which  would 
necessarily  be  produced  in  the  reduction  of  duties 
under  the  compromise  act  before  July,  1842.  And 
what  is  that  mode?  I  refer  to  it  to  show  the  gross 
impolicy,  if  not  the  impracticability,  of  distributing 
the  avails  of  the  lands.  An  imposition  of  ad 
valorem  duties  on  articles  not  now  subject  to  duty, 
is  proposed  by  the  Secretary  as  the  means  of  sup* 
plying  the  deficit;  and  the  tables  furnished  by  the 
Secretary  contain  much  valuable  information. 
The  first  gives  the  names  and  value  ef  all  free  arti- 
cles imported  into  the  United  States  in  the  y  ear 
1838,  after  deducting  such  of  them  as  were  ex- 
ported; and  the  Secretary  suggests  that  taking  the 
imports  ef  that  year  as  a  guide,  and  perhaps  nearer 
an  average  for  some  time  to  come  than  any  other, 
it  shows  that  the  value  of  all  free  articles  entering 
into  the  consumption  of  the  country  would  amount 
to  |38,161,583.  This  was  their  value  In  1838. 
And  an  ad  valorem  duty  ot  the  maximum  percentage 
would  yield  # 7, 639,317,  as  the  gross  amount  of 
revenue;  subject,  however,  to  all  charges, 
losses,  expenses,  and  deductions,  incident 
to  the  process  of  collection,  and-  to  the 
operation  of  the  revenue  laws;  and  when 
we  compare  the  gross  amount  of  revenue  with 
what  finds  its  way  into  the  public  Treasury, 
it  would  net  be  extravagant  to  estimate  the  nett  re- 
venue accruing  at  this  rate  of  duty,  upon  the  ag- 
gregate value  of  the  importation  of  the  tnt  arti- 
cles contained  in  the  first  list  of  the  Secretary  at 
an  amonnt  not  exceeding  six  mdlions  of  dollars. 
It  is  true,  the  Secretary  makes  that  estimate  of 
value  after  deducting  such  of  the  importations  as 
may  be  exported;  but  when  a  duty  shall  be  imposed 
on  any  article,  the  exportation*  of  that  article  will 
be  increased.  And  as  evidence  thst  my  conclusion 
is  correct,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  gross  revenue 
on  imports  for  1838  was  $20,114,164,  while  the 
nett  revenue  was  only  $16,158,800,  a  deduction  of 
one-fifth  in  the  whole  amount,  which  is  very  near 
the  proportion  I  have  assumed.  From  the  gross 
revenue  on  the  value  of  importations  as  before 
stated,  at  a  rate  of  duty  of  twenty  percent.  *d  valorem, 
one-fifth  part  must  be  deducted  to  satisfy  draw, 
backs,  bounties,  charges,  and  expenses.  I  shall 
have  occasion  to  refer  to  this  matter  again,  for  the 
purpose  of  illustrating  iheeffect^in  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view,  which  the  proposed  distribution  will  have 
upon  the  pockets  of  the  people.  For  it  should  be 
"borne  in  mind  that  it  is  the  amount  of  gross  reve- 
nue that  is  drawn  from  them.  My  object  in  referring 
to  this  matter  at  this  time  is  merely  to  show  that  an 
imposition  of  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty  per  cent, 
on  the  long  list  of  all  the  free  articles  imported  into 
the  United  States  in  1838,  will  yield  a  nett  revenue 
for  the  use  of  the  Government,  of  six  millions  of 
dollars,  and  if  the  same  rate  of  duty,  is  made  ap- 
plicable to  all  other  importations,  the  whole  amount 


of  revenue,  derived  from  imports,  will  not  exceed 
annually  sixteen  millions  of  dollars— taking  the 
value  of  the  importations  of  1838  as  the  basis  of 
my  calculations.  If  to  this  amount  is  added  the 
ordinary  receipts  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
the  whole  revenue  will  not  exceed  twenty  millions 
of  -dollars,  indispensably  necessary  for  years  to 
come,  as  experience  will  verify,  for  the  economical 
support  of  this  Government.  It  is  true  that  the 
receipts  from  the  public  lands  from  1835  to  1839 
both  inclusive,  amounted  to  $55,493  956,  making  . 
an  average  of  over  eleven  millions  per  year — but 
that  was  a  season  of  extravagance  and  speculation. 
The  whole  amount  of  receipts  from  the  lands  from 
1811  to  1824  inclusive,  was  only  $21,150,680,  ave- 
rage only  a  million  and  a  half  per  year.  The 
amount  from  1885  to  1839,  the  sales  averaged  less 
than  a  million  and  a  half  a  year,  end  the  whole 
amount  of  receipts  from  1830  to  1834  inclusive, 
was  $16,988,835,  averaging  for  each  year  less  than 
three  millions  and  a  half,  and  the  receipts  for  1840 
will  not  exceed  three  millions;  and  averaging  the 
whole  receipts  from  1811  to  1840,  the  annual  avails 
will  fall  short  of  three  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars. 

I  therefore  think  that  I  am  correct  in  assuming  the 
fact,  that  for  years  to  come  not  over  four  millions 
annually  will  be  addedjto  the'revenues  from  this 
source.  The  Secretary,  in  the  same  report,  adds 
that  a  duty  on  his  entire  list  of  free  articles,  of  15 
per  cent,  will  yield  a  nett  revenue  not  far  from 
five  millions  of  dollars — the  sum  required  to 
provide  for  the  reduction  of  duties  under  the  com- 
promise act.  The  Secretary  bases  his  calculation 
on  the  ground  that  there  will  be  no  drawbacks,  and 
that  the  charges  will  amount  to  over  $700,000. 
The  exact  duty  on  the  value  of  the  importations  in 
1838,  at  fifteen  per  cent  would  amount  to  the  sum 
of  $5,734,237;  making  the  expense  of  collecting 
from  duties,  a  nett  revenue  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, the  sum  of  $724,237;  an  estimate,  in  my  judg- 
ment, too  low,  as  I  think  must  appear  from  a  fsir 
comparison  between  the  gross  amount  of  the  reve- 
nue arising  from  duties  with  the  nett  for  any  given 
number  of  years,  after  making  proper  deductions 
for  debentures.  But  the  Secretary  adds,  that  this 
entire  list  of  free  duties  includes  some  which  should 
be  subject  to  a  less  duty  than  even  fifteen  per  cent, 
for  the  reason  that  they  will  not  bear  even  that 
duty;  and  therefore  he  suggests  that  Man  other  mode 
of  raising  the  same  amount  of  revenue  would  be 
preferable;"  and  to  that  end  he  proposes  to  select 
from  the  free  articles  these  which  may  be  regarded 
most  as  luxuries,  though  not  in  every  respect  be- 
longing exclusively  to  that  class;  and  he  has  given 
to  the  Senate  a  second  table  in  his  report,  contain- 
ing the  entire  list  upon  which  he  proposes  to  assess 
this  maximum  of  per  centage  in  the  way  of  duties. 
The  valuation  of  these  free  articles,  according  to 
the  importation  of  1838,  it  will  be  seen  by  referring 
to  this  list,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  subjoined, 
amounts  to  $29,086,448;  and  being  made  subject  to 
a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  efier  paying  the  expenses 
of  collection,  would  yield  about  the  same  amount 
of  five  millions.  In  this  estimate  of  charges,  the 
Secretary  approximates  nearer  to  the  true  amount 
of  expenses.  The  twenty  per  cent,  duty  on  the 
value  of  this  list  of  importations,  would  make 
$5,805,389,  making  the  expenses  exceed  $800,000. 
But  I  propose,  to  some  extent,  to  analyze  this  list, 
in  order  to  show  what  the  effect  would  be  upon  the 
people  of  my  own  State. 

But  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  these  various 
estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  are 
made  with  a  view  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the 
Treasury  which  will  happen  before  the  first  of  July, 
1843,  on  account  of  the  reduction  of  the  existing 
tariff  of  duties  anterior  to  that  period.  Two 
and  a  half  millions  will  fall  off  the  first  of  Janua- 
ry, 1843,and  two  and  a  half  millions  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1843,  leaving  a  deficit  of  five  millions  in  the 
revenue  from  this  source,  should  there  be  no  change 
in  the  tariff.  These  estimates  are  not  submitted  to 
the  Senate  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  a  deficien- 
cy in  the  revenue,  which  would  be  occasioned 
should  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky be  adopted.  Although  ii  so  happens  that  the 
friends  of  the  distribution  policy  propose  to  resort 
to  a  taxation  upon  the  same  description  of  articles, 


in  order  to  bring  back  to  the  Treasury  that  which, 
under  their  distribution  scheme,  they  propose  to 
distribute.  It  will  be  necessary  either  for  the  Se- 
cretary or  for  the  friends  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment to  give  up  their  favorite  mode  of  raising  re- 
*  venue.  It  will  not  serve  both.  It  will  prove  in- 
sufficient to  supply  the  means  which  will  be  re- 
quired by  the  Secretary,  and  by  those  who  seek  to 
reduce  the  revenue,  five  millions  to  divide  among 
the  States. 

Selection  of  certain  free  article*  contumedi*  1838. 


Silk  and  manufactures  of 

Silk  and  wonted 

Wonted  etude    • 

Lioem,  bleached,  Ac    . 

Ticklenburgs,  Ac. 

Sheeting* 

Bolting-cloth* 

Wool,  under  8  cent*  per  lb. 

Crude  saltpetre  . 

Animals  (not  for  breed)  . 

Fura(undreaed) 

Coffee 

Tea 

Copper,  in  pip 


old 


17,897,343 
1,820,164 

333JQM 
148JS6A 


438.689 

119,606 

lfi0£19 

800,045 

7,138,010 

2,589,2*6 

812,170 

836,792 

78^80 

•29,026,448 


The  above  contains  the  list  of  free  articles  upon 
which  the  Secretary  proposes  that  a  duty  of  90  per 
eentnm  ad  valorem  should  be  imposed,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  raising  five  mil  I  ions  of  dollars,  to  provide 
for  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  which  will  be  pro- 
duced by  the  operation  of  the  existing  tariff  system 
before  July,  1843.  Upon  the  supposition  that  this 
"proposed  duty  will  raise  the  sum  required  to  be 
drawn  from  imports,  which,  with  the  sum  now  de- 
nted from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  will  pro- 
duce a  revenue  sufficient  for  the  uses  of  the  Go- 
vernment, economically  administered,  I  would  ask, 
how  Is  the  deficiency  to  be  supplied,  if  all  oat  part 
of  the  revenue  derjved  from  lands  shall  be  abstract- 
ed from  public  use?  This  is  the  sum  and  substance 
of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky.  And  how  is  that  deficiency  in  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Government  to  be  supplied?  Will  Urn 
friends  of  this  policy  presume  to  recommend  thmt 
the  ad  valorem  duties  on  (he  beforementioned  free 
articles  shall  be  doubled?  No,  sir;  they  will  not 
dare  to  introduce  such  a  proposition.  The  very 
existence  of  such  an  onerous  duty  will  defeat  the 
very  object  intended.  Instead  of  increasing  the 
revenue,  the  effect  will  be  to  reduce  it;  for  by  in- 
creasing duties  upon  articles  of  mere  luxury,  yaw 
will  either  prevent  their  importation  altogether,  or 
else  you  will  introduce  them  by  an  illicit  trade. 
The  effect  upon  the  revenue  in  both  cases  would  be 
the  same.  Impose  a  high  duty,  for  instance,  cm 
silks— will  silks  be  imported?  Their  use  will  be 
abandoned,  or  they  will  be  smuggled  into  the  coun- 
try. But  let  us  see  what  will  be  the  direct  effect 
upop  the  consumers  of  the  20  per  cent  ad  vaimram 
duty  on  teas,  coffee,  and  silks,  as  proposed  by  the 
Secretary.  Sir,  since  I  have  been  in  Congress,  the 
duty  on  the  two  first  described  articles  has  been  en- 
tirely removed.  And  why  so?  For  the  reason  that, 
so  far  from  being  luxuries,  they  were  regarded  by 
the  great  mass  of  consumers  as  the  convenience*, 
if  not  the  necessaries,  of  life.  What  uiticte%moag 
the  long  list  of  importations  enters  more  univer- 
sally into  the  consumption  of  the  country  than  tea) 
It  is  now  a  free  article.  As  it  is  proposed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  report,  to  pre- 
serve the  policy  and  the  principle  emnraeed  in  the 
compromise  act,  to  establish  a  tariff  of  ad  v&loram  . 
duties,  it  will  become  accessary  to  revive  again  a 
duty  on  teas  and  coffee  for  the  purpose  of  revenae. 
The  value  of  the  teas  imported  into  oar  country  ia 

1838  was     -  -  #3,559^6 

The  value  of  coffee     -  -  -    7,138,010 

Making  in  all  -  *        -  19,697,956 

It  is  proposed  to  assess  hereafter  an  ad  iilirwi 
duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  these  importa- 
tions.   That  duty  would  yield  annually  in  revenae, 

#1,930,451 
To  this  should  be  added  the  charges  and 
expenses  incident  to  the   collection, 
which  cannot  be  estimated  less  than 
10  per  cent.   -  -  -  #193,945 

Which,  together,  make  an  aggregate  of 
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duties  and  charges  on  teas  and  coffee  of  # 2,133,396 
Adding  nearly  one- fourth  to  the  cost  of  their  im- 
portation— thus  imposing  an  indirect  tax  of  25  per 
cent  apon  all  the  teas  and  tlie  coffee  which  enter 
info  the  consumption  of  the  people.  Let  it  not  be 
said  that  this  is  a  tax  which  operates  exclusively 
upon  the  rich.  No,  sir:  it  is  a  tax  which  bears 
apon  the  consumer,  be  be  rich  or  poor.  In  New 
England — certainly  in  my  own  State— these  arti- 
cles are  of  very  general  use.  Scarcely  will  yon 
find  a  family  in  the  whole  range  of  New  Hamp- 
shire that  is  not  in  the  habit  of  using  daily  these 
essentials  of  life,  as  they  are  regarded  by  oar  peo- 
ple. Bat  this  is  not  all.  Among  the  list  of  fret 
articles,  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  impose  a  duty 
of  20  per  cent,  for  revenue,  are  silks  and  the  manu- 
facture of  silks..  The  value  of  the  importations  in 
183$,  of  that  description  of  goods,  was  #  7,897,343 
Hie  value  of  silk  and  worsted  goods  -    1,520,154 

Making  -  -  #9,417,497 

A  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  this  amount,  won  Id 

yield  ....  #1,883,499 

Add  to  this  the  charges  at  10  per  cent.       188,349 


Making  an  aggregate  of  -  #2,071,848 

And  I  would  ask  if  this  indirect  tax  bears  exclu- 
sively upon  the  rich?  No,  sir:  far  otherwise.  Is 
there  any  man  so  ignorant  of  the  habits  of  our  peo- 
ple as  not  to  know  that  silks  are  used  by  our  coun- 
trywomen generally,  if  not  universally?  And  it 
could  not  fail  to  occur  to  me  that  when  it  was  pro- 
posed to  assess  a  duty  on  silks  that  it  was  intended 
to  compel  the  great  body  of  the  consumers  to  use, 
as  a  substitute,  the  fruits  of  our  own  manufacto- 
ries—to substitute  the  muslin  of  our  own  workshops 
for  the  silks  of  France.  There  could  not  be  se- 
lected from  the  Jeng  list  of  free  articles  any  upon 
which  an  imposition  of  duty  would  operate  more 
oppressively  upon  the  people  of  my  own  State  than 
those  I  have  enumerated,  except  that  most  obnox- 
ious of  all  duties,  a  duty  upon  salt,  that  indispensa- 
ble necessary  of  human  life— a  duty  which  has  al- 
ready brought  #28,000,000  into  youi  Treasury,  and 
which  it  would  be  as  difficult  to  sustain  by  argu- 
ment as  it  would  be  to  sustain  the  justice  of  a  tax 
upon,  the  water  we  drink,  or  the  air  we  breathe. 

Let  it  not  be  understood,  sir,  that  I  am  opposed 
to  this  system  of  sd  valorem  duties  for  the  purpose 
of  collecting  revenue.  It  may  be  more  equal  and 
just  than  any  other  tariff  of  duties.  And  in  re- 
ferring to  the  particular  articles  which  are  to  be 
made  subject  to  duty  in  the  new  order  of  things,  I 
have  only  intended  to  show  the  effect  which  such  a 
duty  would  produce  upon  my  people.  I  have  only 
intended  to  show  that  it  is  a  tax' upon  the  poor — 
upon  the  working  classes  of  the  country — and  not 
exclusively  noon  the  rich  as  some  have  supposed. 
But  even  such  a  tax  would  be  borne  without  a 
murmer  by  the  people,  were  it  necessary  to  i  aise 
revenue  for  the  support  of  their  Government  And 
should  it  become  important  after  the  expiration 
of  the  present  compromise  act  so  lo  regulate  the 
tariff  as  to  confine  the  duties  hereafter  to  be  im- 
posed within  twenty  per  cent,  on  articles  of  im- 
portation, instead  of  a  wide  range  of  thirty,  fifty, 
eighty,  and  a  hundred  per  cent,  and  more— at  times 
previously  in  practice  and  frequently  lor  protec- 
tion, it  would  furnish  no  ground  for  complaint— it 
would  probably,  in  its  consequence,  be  productive 
of  the  greatest 'good.  And  any  regulation  after 
1842  which  may  be  necessary  to  carry  out  this  po- 
licy, which,  even  if  it  lead  to  the  imposition  of  du- 
ty on  teas  and  on  coffee,  will  receive  public  sanc- 
tion if  the  object  be  public  revenue,  and  all  the 
revenue  of  the  Government  shall  be  faithfully  ap- 
plied to  that  same  object. 

But  what  does  the  amendment  propose?  That 
we  shall  give  away  to  the  States — that  we  shall  scat- 
ter to  the  four  winds  of  Heaven  five  millions  of  the 
public  revenue  annually— and  that  the  deficit  shall 
be  supplied  by  a  tax  on  these  same  luxuries,  as 
they  are  called.  No  member  #f  this  Senate,  and 
no  sound  reflecting  man  of  this  country,  will,  for  a 
moment,  suppose  five  millions  can  be  collected  on 
the  list  of  free  articles  hereinbefore  named.  The 
whole  deficit  in  the  revenue,  as  well  as  that  occa- 
sioned by  the  reduction  of  the  duties  in  1842,  as 
ftat  occasioned  by  the  distribution   among    the  j 


States,  cannot  be  supplied  in  the  mode  named  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Will  the  people  of 
this  country  submit  to  the  most  unequal  and  op- 
pressive system  of  taxation  which  has  ever.!  yet 
J*en  invented  by  the  wit  of  mau,  to  supply  a  defi- 
cit in  the  Treasury  occasioned  by  a  distribution  of 
the  avails  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States? 
They  will  never  willingly  submit,  for  such  a  pur- 
pose, to  an  annual  tax  upon  teas  and  coffee,  of 

#1,939,451 
Upon  silks,  Ac.  -  -  •    1,883,499 

Which,  with  the  addition  of  the  charges 
and  expenses  of  collection,  dse.  of    -       382,294 

Makjng  an  aggregate  of  -  #4,205,244 

to  be  drawn  year  following  year  from  their  pockets 
as  the  consumers  of  these  essential  articles  of  life. 

It  has  been  said,  in  argument,  that  the  expenses 
and  charges  of  every  description  necessarily  inci- 
dent to  the  collection  of  the  revenue  arising  from 
the  sales  of  our  public  lands  exceeds  20  per  cent. 
And  the  amendment  proposes— after  all  these  ex- 
penses shall  have  been  incurred — after  the  nett 
avails  shall  have  been  placed  in  the  Treasury— 
that  the  amount  shall  be  taken  therefrom  and  given 
to  the  States,  and  that  a  like  sum  shall  be  drawn 
from  the  people  for  public  use.  Does  it  not  occur 
to  every  man  that  this  very  operation  imposes  a 
tax  of  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  millions  per  an- 
num, in  the  shape  of  charges  and  expenses,  upon 
the  people,  and  this  without  yielding  the  slightest 
benefit  to  any  one?  If  five  millions,  when  collect- 
ed, could  be  distributed  to  the  people  upon  the  same 
fixed  ratio,  and  a  like  sum  could  be  taken  from 
them  upon  the  same  ratio,  without  charge  or  ex- 
pense, no  injustice  would  be  done.  But  it  would 
be  such  an  extraordinary  operation,  as  would  have 
nothing  but  its  novelty  to  recommend  it.  But  the 
principle  rests  on  bo  such  measure  of  equal  justice. 
The  proposition  is  first  to  collect  into  the  Treasury 
(say  tfrt  millions)  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  and  pay  all  the  charges  and  expenses 
of  collecting,  making  a  million  more;  then 
take  and  divide  among  the  States  the  five  mil- 
lions, and  turn  around  and  collect  from  the  peo- 
ple, by  a  tax  on  imports,  revenue  sufficient  to 
replace  the  five  millions  in  the  Treasury,  and 
pay  all  charges,  which  cannot  amount  to  less  than 
a  half  million  more.  I  have  said  that  this  amend- 
ment, if  carried  into  full  effect,  would  operate 
most  oppressively  upon  the  people  of  my  State. 

The  great  articles  of  necessity  which  now  enter 
into  their  consumption,  pay  an  annual  duly  equal 
to  one-third  of  revenue  derived  from  import*. 
In  1836,  the  doty  on  salt  was  -       #504,111 

In  same  year  the  duty  on  sugar  -  4,396,986 
In  same  year  the  duty  on  iron  -      2,180,650 

Making  the  sum  of  -  -     #7,081,847 

In  the  year  1837,  the  duties  on  the 

same  articles  amounted  to  -       6,049,053 

In  the  year  1838,  the  duties  on  the 

same  articles  amounted  io  -      5,378,979 

In  the  year  1839,  the  duties  on  the 

same  articles  amounted  to  -       7,114,178 

The  tables  with  which  I  have  been  furnished, 
show  the  precise  duty  on  each  of  the  articles  for 
each  year;  but  the  proportion  is  very  nearly  the 
same  in  each,  as  that  given  in  1836,  and  the  result 
of  the  whole  matter  is,  that  nearly  one-third  of  all 
the  revenue  derived  from  customs,  is  derived  from 
these  three  articles  of  indispensable  necessity.  Add 
to  these  the  duty  on  molasses,  and  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  revenue  is  annually  collected  from  the 
consumers  of  these  four  necessaries  of  life.  And 
who  are  the  consumers  of  these  dutiable  articles? 
Certainly  the  people  of  my  own  State,  in  a  much 
greater  proportion  to  the  whole  consumption  than 
her  population  bears  to  the  population  of  the  whole 
country.  And  why  do  I  say  so?  Because  no  one 
of  these  essential  articles,  to  any  great  extent,  is 
manufactured  within  the  limits  of  New  Hampshire. 
White  Pennsylvania  makes  her  own  iron — while 
New  York  manufactures  not  only  the  salt  con- 
sumed within  her  limits  west  of  Utica,  but  also 
most  of  that  consumed  in  the  States  northwest  of 
the|Ohio — while  Louisiana  .manufactures  her  own 
sugar,  the  people  of  flew  Hampshire  are  compelled 
to  consume  articles  of  this  description,  the  produc- 


tion of  foreign  countries,  and  subject  to  their  odi- 
ous, unequal,  and  oppressive  system   of  indirect 
taxation.    There  can  be  no  doubt,  then,  that  the 
people  of  my  own  State,  from  their  peculiar  location, 
pay  more  than  their  just  proportion  of  the  revenue 
derived  from  customs.    But  this  is  not  the  only 
burden  connected  with  this  matter,  which  the  peo- 
ple are  compelled  to  bear,  by  the  operations  of  this 
system  of  indirect  taxation.   Let  me  illustrate.  The 
gross  revenue  derived  from  the  duty  on  salt  from 
1789  to  1838,  both  inclusive,  amounts  to  #28,780,- 
754;  and  within  that  period  of  time,  there  has  been 
paid  from  the  National  Treasury,  in  bounties  and 
allowances,  #7,119,093,  leaving  only  a  nett   reve- 
nue from  this  source  of  #21,876,101.    While  the 
people,  the  actual  consumers  of  this  article,  were 
compelled  te  pay,  in  the  way  of  duties,  the  whole 
amount  of  the  gross  revenue,  it  results  that  only 
three-fourths  of  that  amount  finds  its  way  into  the 
Treasury  for  general  use;  and  so  it  is  with  all  the 
duties  and  taxes  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  reve- 
nue.    The  gross  exceeds  -the  nett  revenue  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  per  annum;  and  it 
is  the  gross  revenue  which  is  collected  from  the  peo- 
ple.   That  is  the  description  of  revenue  assessed  on 
foreign  merchandise;  and  on  that  amount  is  charged 
and  paid  back  to  those  entitled,  not  only  all  draw- 
backs, but  all  bounties.    Besides,  there  is  paid  out 
of  this  amount,  before  the  nett  balance  goes  into 
the  Treasury,  all  the  real  and  legitimate  expenses  of 
collection.    The  merchant  charges  for  his  goods  to 
the  purchaser  from  him,  and  he  to  the  people  an 
additional  price  equal  to  all  which  is  assessed,  as 
the  importing  merchant  has  to  pay  all  which  is 
assessed  to  the  United  8tates.      I   have   taken 
the  gross  revenue  for  four  years  commencing  with 
1836,1  and  compared  it  with    the   nett  revenue, 
that  the  people  may  understand  the  burdens  they 
are  made    to    bear.       I     have  ascertained  the 
gross  revenue  derived  from  customs  for  the  years 
1836, 1837, 1838  and  1839,  and  they  make  an  ag- 
gregate of  #95,350,482.    This,  it  is  true,  is  liable 
to  large  reductions  by  debentures  and  drawbacks 
upon  importations,  but  that  is  the  amount  assessed 
upon  the  people.     I  have  also  ascertained  the 
nett   revenue  derived  from  imports  for  the  same 
years,  and  it  amounts  to  #73,875,856,  and  making 
a  difference  of  #21,474,556;  a  sum  drawn  from 
the  people  under  this  system  of  unequal  taxation. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  average  nett  revenue  for 
each  year,  from  customs,  is  a  little  less  than  twenty 
millions,  and  if  this  sum  is  f  Airly  apportioned  to 
the  population  of  the  whole  country,  it  will  be 
found  that  for  the  years  I  have  mentioned  each 
mau,  woman  and  child  would  have  to  pay  annually 
not  less  than  #1  25  per  head;  if  the  gross  revenue 
should  be  thus  apportioned  it  would  exceed  that 
amount.     The    proportion   of  New  Hampshire 
would  have  been,  for  each  year,  over  #350,000. 
With  the  present  reduction  of  duties,  including  ail 
charges  and  expense,  if  divided  according  to  the 
population,  it  would  impose  a  per  capita  tax  of  a, 
least  one  dollar  per  annum.  The  proportion  then  ot 
the  import  duties  of  New^Hampshire, would  now  bef 
according  to  that  estimate  a  tax  of  #285,000  annu- 
ally.   In  a  pecuniary  point  of  view  let  us  see  how 
New  Hampshire  would 'stand.  She  would  receive, 
if  trt  millions  should  be  distributed,  according  to 
the  ratio  named,  (the  number  of  representatives 
in  both  Houses  in  Congress)  about  #119,000;  and 
the  tax  which  she  would  have  to  bear,  in  first  col- 
lecting five  millions  from  the  public  lands  for  dis- 
tribution, and  then  collecting  five  millions  on  im- 
ports to  supply  the  deficit,  estimating  the  charges, 
losses,  and  all  expenses  for  such  an  operation  at 
two  millions  of  dollars,  which  is  much  too  low,  if 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  correct  In  the  es- 
timates contained  in  his  tariff  report,  would  amount 
to  not  less  than  #170,000,  making  a  dead  loss  to 
the  State  of  at  least  #50,000  annually.    But  this    ' 
is  not  all.    The  injustice  of  a  tax  upon  imports 
renders  that  system  of  taxation  peculiarly  objec- 
tionable, unequal  and  oppressive  to  the  people  of 
my  native  State. 

The  consumer,  all  admit,  has  ultimately  to  pay    ' 
the  duties  on  imports.    Is  this  a  tax  on  property? 
No,  8irtKt  may  with  much  more  truth  be  denomina- 
ted a  poll— a  personal-*  per  eepita  tax.  I  am  fami- 
liarly acquainted  with  a  single  individual  residing 
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in  the  town  adjoining  the  one  in  which  I J  ire;  he 
has  a  family,  and  is  a  man  of  large  property.  I 
will  take  fifty  families  in  this  same  town,  the  ag- 
gregate of 'whose  wealth  wonld  not  equal  his,  and 
yet  each  one  of  those  families  consume  as  much 
tea,  as  much  salt,  as  much  sugar,  as  much  molas- 
ses, and  contribute  as  much  towards  the  revenue 
derived  from  cnstoms,as  the  individual  referred  to. 
This  is  not  a  solitary  case;  they  are  of  common  oc- 
currence. And  can  any  man  say,  with  a  know- 
ledge of  these  facts,  that  an  impost  tax  is  not  a 
most  unequal,  and,  consequently,  a  most  unjust 
tax  upon  the  people?  {The  mechanics,  the  working- 
men  of  the  country,  are  the  consumers  of  yonr  da* 
tiable  articles.  The  men  of  moderate  estates — the 
farmers  and  laborers,  with  their  families,  are 
among  those  who  consume  the  necessaries,  and 
many  of  them  what  are  called  the  luxuries  of  life. 
In  my  own  town  I  know  an  individual  who  earns 
his  daily  bread  by  his  daily  labor,  yet  consumes  in 
nis  family  a  greater  amount  of  articles  subject  to 
duty  than  my  neighbor  worth  a  half  a  million  of 
dollars.  It  is  the  inequality  in  operation  of  this 
lax  on  imports  that  renders  it  oppressive,  and 
should  never  incline  Congress  to  resort  to  it,  except 
for  the  purpose  of  revenue.  But  sir,  entirely  dif- 
ferent is  that  portion  of  the  revenue  derived  from 
laads— that  portion  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  dis- 
tribute among  the  States,  thus  increasing  the  bur- 
dens of  that  portion  of  the  community  now  op- 
pressed. That  is  a  tax  upon  property;  the  poor 
man  feels  it  not;  he  goes  into  the  wilderness  of  the 
West,  pays  his  two  hundred  dollars  for  his  quarter 
section,  and  gets  a  good  bargain.  It  is  a  source  of 
revenue  which  should  be  carefully  protected,  for 
every  dollar  thus  collected  is  a  direct  benefit  to  the 
other  tax  payers — the  consumers  of  dutiable  arti- 
cles. It  would  be  a  most  happy  stale  of  things 
could  every  dollar  of  revenue  wanted  for  the  use 
of  the  Government  be  derived  from  the  public 
lands.  I  am  in  favor  of  a  tax  on  luxuries,  but  I 
would  impose  that  tax  in  order  to  do  something 
like  equal  justice  to  all  the  taxpayers.  That 
would  to  some  extent  operate  as  a  tax  upon  proper- 
ty, and  if  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  is  ready 
to  go  along  with  me  to  do  substantial  justice  to  the 
people  of  his  native  State,  1  would  say  to  him, 
while  you  impose  taxes  upon  luxuries,  take  taxes 
off  from  the  necessaries  of  life;  while  you  are  dis- 
posed to  collect  revenue  from  the  rich,  take  from 
the  poor  the  burdens  which  bear  them  down.  This 
would  indeed  be  justice,  and  substantial  justice. 

If  I  had  time,  there  is  one  view  of  this  subjf  ct 
upon  which  I  should  like  further  to  enlarge,  and 
that  is,  the  pecuniary  effect  which  the  distribution 
to 'the  States  would  produce  upon  the  people. 
Does  it  net  occur  to  every  person,  that  while  you 
make  the  proposed  distribution  to  the  Stales,  you 
confer  no  general  benefit  upon  the  people?  If,  for 
instance,  the  share  assigned  t#  Indiana  goes  t*  re- 
lieve her  to  that  extent  from  her  indebtedness,  is  it 
not  manifest  that  such  an  application  of  the  fund 
would  be  an  unequal  tax  upon  the  poor,  and  for 
the  benefit  of  the  rich?  If  the  debt  of  Indiana  were 
to  be  discharged  by  the  means  of  direct  taxation 
up»n-her  people,  the  property  of  the  State  in  such 
a  case  would  bear  the  burden;  but  if  any  portion  of  the 
debt  shall  be  discharged  by  duties  or  imports,  then 
the  effect  would  be  to  tax  the  consumers  of  the  du- 
tiable articles— not  a  tax  upon  property,  but  upon 
consumption—a  most  unequal,  and,  consequently,  a 
moot  opprtssws  to*.  There  is  no  way  that  New 
Hampshire  could  appropriate  her  distributive  share 
so  as  to  produce  equality  and  justice  in  its  opera- 
tions upon  her  people.  If  the  principal  be  funded, 
and  the  interest  be  annually  applied  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Stale  Government,  is  it  not  apparent 
that  the  principal,  in  such  a  case,  wonld  be  sup- 
plied by  the  unequal  contributions  of  the  poor? 
And  such  would  be  the  effect  if  the  amount  was 
funded,  and  the  interest  applied  for  the  support  of 
our  schools.  These  funds  are  now  raised  by  a  tax 
on  property.  But  if  supplied  in  the  manner  I  have 
named,  does  it  not  at  once  occur  to  every  man  that 
the  fame  would  be  produced  by  the  odious  and  op- 
pressive tax  imposed  upon  the  consumption  on  this 
occasion.  •  But,  Mr.  President,  if  the  fund  should 
be  applied  for  State  internal  improvements— for  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  upon  the  banks  of  the 


Connecticut — would  the  benefit  conferred  to  the 
People  of  my  State  be  in  proportion  to  their  contri- 
bution*? JVe,  sir;  the  citizens  remo  e  from  the  im- 
provement would  derive  no  earthly  advantage  by 
any  snch  application  of  the  fund.  That  portion  cf 
her  population  who  reside  on  her  granite  hills— 
among  the  fastnesses  of  her  mountains — so  far 
from  realizing  a  benefit  from  any  such  appropria- 
tion of  the  fund,  would  be  compelled  to  bear  an 
increased  taxation  to  advance  the  interests  of  rich 
individuals  and  rich  corporation*.  But,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  cannot  pursue  this  subject  further  on  this 
occasion. 

Upon  the  expediency  of  now  providing  for  the 
distribution  among  the  States,  of  that  portion  of  the 
revenue  derived  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
I  have  to  add,  that  while  the  balance  exists  against 
the  lands,  and  in  favor  of  the  Treasury,  no  measure 
could  be  more  unjust.  I  do  not  purpose  to  go  into 
the  consideration  of  that  matter.  On  a  former  oc- 
casion I  attempted  to  perform  that  duty.  The  re- 
sult of  my  calculations  at  that  time  showed  that  the 
Treasury  was  greatly  in  advance.  And  the  calcu- 
lations which  were  recently  presented  by  the  hono- 
rable Senator  from  New  York,  confirms,  to  some 
extent,  my  own  results.  At  all  events  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  upon  a  full,  a  just,  and  honest  ex- 
pose of  the  account  current  between  the  Treasury 
and  the  public  lands,  millions  would  be  found  due 
to  the  Treasury.  Would  there  then  be,  sir,  any 
semblance  of  justice  in  distributing  this  part  of  the 
public  revenue,  when  the  money  drawn  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people  for  the  acquisition  of  the  pub- 
lic domain  has  not  been  reimbursed — and  drawn 
too  by  the  unequal  operation  of  taxes  on  imports? 
I  place  this  fact  before  the  Senate;  and  I  would  ap- 
peal to,  their  sense  of  justice,  whether  they  are  pre- 
pared to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  among 
the  States,  before  the  costs  and  charges  incurred  in 
acquiring  and  preserving  them  shall  have  been  paid. 
It  was  due  to  the  subject — it  was  due  to  the  people, 
that  this  particular  matter  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
itnres  should  be  exhibited— that  the  account  be- 
tween the  Treasury  and  the  lands  should  be  stated. 
It  has  been  done  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York;  and  I  thank  him,  and  the  country  will 
thank  him  for  the  exhibit.  Independent  of  every 
other  consideration,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  of 
there  being  a  great  balance  due  to  the  Treasury 
from  the  lands,  I  would  not  part  with  the  control  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales.  I  would  hold  them  for 
the  use,  the  benefit,  and  the  interest  of  the  whole 
people,  to  whom  they  rightfully  belong.  I  would 
do  this,  wherever  the  application  of  their,  own 
means  have  added  to  the  Union  an  extensive  do- 
main. And  until  these  means  shall  be  reimbursed, 
it  would  be  unjust  to  the  great  body  of  the  tax- 
payers to  distribute  the  portion  of  the  public  reve- 
nue derived  from  lands. 

Mr.  President,  the  State  in  which  I  reside  asks 
no  favor*  of  this  6ort  at  the  hands  of  Congress*  She 
has  regarded  this  Government  as  constituted  for  a 
wholly  different  purpose  than  to  dispense  charities 
to  the  different  members  of  the  Confederacy.  New 
Hampshire  has  looked  upon  this  Government  as 
deriving  all  its  force — all  its  energy,  and  all  its 
power  from  the  people — as  most  emphatically  a 
Government  of  the  people.  She  regarded  the  pub- 
lic revenues  as  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the 
true  sovereigns  of  this  Republic,  New  Hampshire, 
I  am  happy  to  say,  is  a  non-debtor  State.  But 
unlike  North  Carolina  and  Delaware,  she 
has  no  ample  funds  in  reserve  for  her  use. 
No,  sir,  she  is,  thank  God,  free  from  debt. 
Her  institutions  a?e  supported  by  the  contri- 
butions of  her  people,  year  following  year. 
They  know  the  value  ef  their  Government 
because  it  receives  its  support,  its  life  and  being, 
from  the  revenues  derived  from  the  direct  taxation 
of  her  people.  Sir,  it  is  matter  of  gratification  to 
us,  that  we  have  no  such  ample  means  in  reserve, 
upon  which  we  can  draw  for  the  support  of  our 
schools,  our  highways,  and  of  all  the  other  institu- 
tions of  our  Commonwealth.  In  proportion  to  our 
population  and  territory,  there  is  not  a  State  in  this 
Confederacy  whose  affairs  are  conducted  with  more 
economy,  or  whose  administration  inspires  more 
confidence.  Her  primary  schools,  her  literary  in- 
stitutions, are  her  pride,  her  boast,  and  her  honor; 


and  whether,  according  to  the  judgement  of  the  Se- 
nator from  Indiana,  [Mr.  White,]  "her  people 
read  right  books1'  or  not,  it  i»  enough  for  me  to 
know  that  they  not  only  read,  but  think  and  act  for 
themselves;  and  it  would  have  been  better  for  In- 
disna  if  she  had  imitated  the  example  of  the  Gra- 
nite State,  extended  her  system  of  education,  and 
avoided  that  evil  with  which  she  is  visited,  a  Stale 
debt.  New  Hampshire,  as  a  Stale,  would  not  re- 
gard her  share  in  the  distribution  of  the  public  reve- 
nue as  a  favor  conferred.  No,  sir,  she  would  look 
upon  it  as  a  curse.  Sir,  I  have  some  feeling, 
some  little  information  upon  this  very  subject.  I 
voted  for  the  deposite  aci  of  1836.  I  felt  it  to  be 
my  bounden  dmy  at  the  time,  looking  to  the  per- 
manent security  of  our  public  revenues.  New 
Hampshire  then  received  her  share  of  the  deposite 
made  under  that  act;  and  it  has  pro?ed  any  tiling 
but  a  blessing  to  my  people.  While  the  principal 
is  held  sacred,  at  this  very  moment,  for  the  use  of 
the  General  Government,  yet  its  primary  disposi- 
tion disturbed  the  harmony  of  our  legislati?e  as- 
sembly, and  the  disposition  of  the  accruing  inte- 
rest neither  fertilizes  our  soil,  enriches  its  owners, 
or  improves  the  character  and  condition  of  our 
people.  Sir,  knowing  as  I  do  the  effect  which  has 
been  produced  in  my  own  State  by  the  deposite  of 
the  public  funds,  in  1836-7,  in  her  Treasury,  I  have 
cause  to  lament,  an£  deeply  do  I  lament,  that  I 
ever  gave  my  vote  in  favor  of  the  deposite  act  of 
1836.  No  consideration,  sir,  could  now  tempt  me 
to  do  the  like  again.  Looking  to  the  prosperity, 
to  the  industry,  to  the  happiness  and  well  being  of 
the  people  of  my  State,  I  can  give  no  support  to 
this  distribution  measure.  1  would  not  inflict  a  pan 
them,  a  second  time,  such  a  curse. 

Mr.  President,  there  seems  to  be  a  delusion  upon 
this  whole  subject.  Why,  I  would  a^k,  shall  we 
distribute  among  the  States  any  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue?  Why  make  such  an  abstraction  front 
the  public  Treasury?  Why  divide  with  out  hand 
and  exact  with  the  other?  Why  send  forth  to  the 
States  your  public  treasure  on  one  day,  and  on  the 
next  send  among  the  people  your  tax  gatherers,  to 
collect  and  to  return  to  the  Treasury  that  of  which 
it  has  been  thus  wantonly  and  rashly  despoiled? 
Why  should  all  these  things  happen? 

Mr.  President,  it  would  be  difficult  to  give  snch 
an  answer  to  these  inquiries  as  will  satisfy  the  Ame- 
rican people.  If  we  distribute  the  revenue  among 
the  Slates,  we  shall  take  one  fatal  step  towards 
the  destruction  of  their  spirit  of  lofty  independence, 
and  reduce  them  to  the  degrading  condition  of  ser- 
vility and  dependence  upon  the  General  Govern- 
ment. This  is  not  all:  if  we  distribute  the  revenues 
among  the  States,  we  shall  not  only  destroy  their 
pride  and  love  of  liberty,  but  we  shall  paralym 
the  energies  and  efforts  of  the  people  themselves. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  less  than  a  year  since 
1  addressed  this  Senate  upon  this  very  ques- 
tion of  distributing  the  public  revenues.  I 
then  portrayed  the  consequence  of  the  mea- 
sure upon  the  States  and  upon  the  people. 
I  can  add  nothing  new.  I  have  given  to  this 
subject  all  the  consideration  which  its  importance 
demands.  I  have  given  to  it  my  best  thoughts— 
my  best  reflections.  And  I  wonld  not  now  wish  to 
gainsay  any  thing  in  relation  to  this  proposition 
which  I  said  in  my  speech  upon  the  assumption  of 
the  State  debu  on  February  7, 1840.  I  cannot  sup- 
port this  measure.  I  regard  it  as  destructive  of  the 
independence  of  the  States — as  tending  to  corrupt 
and  degrade  the  people— as  subversive  of  the  great 
objects  of  this  Government — as  conflicting  with  the 
plain  provisions  of  the  Constitution— as  dangerous 
to  popular  liberty— as  unequal,  unjust,  and  oppres- 
sive in  its  consequences  upon  the  tax  payers  of  the 
Republic. 

Mr.  President,  in  all  human  probability  this  is 
the  last  time  that  1  shall  address  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  upon  this  momentous  question,  as 
my  place  in  this  body  will  soon  be  occupied  by 
another.  With  deep  reluctance  have  I,  even  at 
this  time,  trespassed  upon  th'e  patience  of  this  as- 
sembly. I  was  aware  that  the  subject  had  lost 
much  of  the  interest  which  was  excited  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Rebate.  I  was  aware  that  theBe- 
nate  had  become  tired  of  the  discussion.  I  was  an 
that  I  came  forward  under  ivery 
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But,  sir,  a  high  sense  of  public  doty  has  induced 
■e  to  make  the  effort.  I  knew  fall  well  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  of  my  own  8tate.  I  was  fa* 
miliar  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
New  Hampshire  touching  this  subject.  1  could 
not  hesitate  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  de- 
clare once  more  the  magnanimous,  the  patriotic 
sentiments  of  my  people.  I  should  have  been 
faithless  to  [my  public/luty.  I  should  have  been 
regardless  of  my  responsibilities,  had  I  failed  to 
speak  forth  my  views,  when  I  had  the  proud  satis* 
faction  of  knowing  that,  in  speaking  my  senti- 
ments, I  spoke  the  independent,  the  manly,  the  no- 
ble sentiments  of  a  great  majority  of  the  freemen 
of  my  native  8tate.  Sir,  I  have  said  all  that  I 
wish  to  say.  I  have  performed  a  doty  which  I 
owed  to  myself— to  my  State — to  my  beloved 
country.  And  when  I  shall  close  my  public  life, 
if  Icooid  realise  that  my  public  efforts  had,  even 
for  a  Ume,  stayed  the  progress  of  a  measure  as 
oerrapt,  and  as  con  up  ting  as  I  regard  the  mea- 
sure before  us;  if  I  could  but  realize  that 
the  sentiments  which  I  had  delivered  bad,  in 
any  way,  tended  to  defeat  the  project  for  distribut- 
ing among  the  Stales  the  money  of  the  people,  1 
should  have  great  cause  of  joy. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  add,  in  conclusion,  that 
the  active  friends  of  this  measure— so  fatal  to  the 
independence  of  the  States — to  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  the  people— should  they  ever  be  able 
to  indoce  an  American  Congress  to  pass  it  through 
the  forms  of  legislation,  and  to  make  it  the  law  of 
the  mod,  will  hare  thrown  upon  themselves  an  aw- 
ful responsibility.  If  this  measure  should  be  ap- 
proved—if it  should  become  a  law,  in  the  present 
condition  of  our  public  finances,  and  in  the  present 
prospects  of  oar  country — I  should  consider  that 
the  love  of  money  bad  controlled  e^ery  other  con- 
sideration; I  should  consider  that  the  power  of  cor- 
porations had  overpowered  the  righto  end  liberties  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  PIERCE  said  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  being  indivisible,  a  question  of  some 
embarrassment  was  presented  to  him,  and  in  this 
view,  and  this  alone,  he  rose  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks by  way  of  explanation.  If  in  that  land 
system  which  had  worked  so  long  and  so  favorably 
for  the  £  eiders,  the  States,  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, there  was  to  be  any  radical  change,  such  as 
was  contemplated  by  the  respective  propositions  of 
the  Senators  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittenden] 
and  Illinois,  [Mr.  Young,]  he  undoubtedly  had  a 
preference,  and  a  very  decided  preference.  His 
desire,  however,  was  to  see  that  magnificent  in- 
heritance, which  had  descended  to  this  from  a  past 
generation— that  vast  and  rich  domain — he  might 
almost  say  perpetual  source  of  revenue — kept  as  a 
eommoa  fund,  free  and  unencumbered,  under  the 
exclusive  control  of  Congress,  to  be  used  in 
sash  manner,  and  for  such  national  purposes, 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  country  might 
from  time  to  time  demand.  This,  it  ap- 
pealed to  him,  (without  attempting  to  lift 
the  veil  which  excludes  us  from  the  future,) 
to  be  the  safe  and  prudent  course,  to  say  the  least. 
It  possessed  no  charm  of  novelty,  bnt  it  had  what 
was  better— what  should  not  be  lightly  disregarded 
in  pnblie  affairs  or  in  the  transactions  of  private 
life.  It  was  sanctioned  by  the  lessons  of  long  ex- 
perience. He,  then,  was  opposed  to  both  proposi- 
tions; boj,  if  either  was  to  he  adopted,  the  substi- 
tute enjoyed,  in  his  estimation,  many  and  decided 
advantages.  There  was  one  provision,  however, 
whieh  commended  itself  particularly  not  only  to  his 
feelings  of  patriotism,  but  to  his  deliberate  judg- 
ment, and  would  control  the  vole  he  was  about  to 
give.  He  referred  to  the  last  section,  which  pro- 
vided* that  the  sixty-five  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales,  thonld  be  set  apart  and  exclusively 
applied  to  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy  and  the 
erection  of  such  fortifications  fur  the  general  de- 
fence fcf  the  country,  as  Congress  may  hereafter 
order  and  direct.  He  had  endeavored,  dur- 
ing the  last  session  of  Congress,  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  country  to  t*is  long 
and   most    interesting  question  of  oar 


nation*. I  defences,  *aad   he   desiiei    to   say  now, 
that  there  was  hardly    a   constitutional  measure 
having  these  great  objects  in  view,  that  would  not 
receive  his  cordial  sanction  and  support.    Whether 
the  apprehensions  expressed  by  his  colleague,  of 
collision  with  a  foreign  power,  of  vast  resources 
and  grasping  policy,  had  any  reasonable  founda- 
tion, this  was  not  the  time  perhaps  to  inquire. 
Our  relations  with  Great  Britain,  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  were  not  altogether  what  could  be 
desired.    Negotiation  in  relation  to  the  Northeast- 
ern boundary  had  for  a  long  series  of  years  been 
signally  unsuccessful.    Was  there  any  recent  intel- 
ligence calculated  to  inspire  brighter  hopes  of  an 
amicable  determination  of  the  controversy?    If  so, 
it  had  not  come  to  his  knowledge.    There  was,  it 
was  true,  what  there  bad  always  been  in  relation 
to  this  matter,  from  h  gh  authority  assurances  of  an 
amicable  and  friendly  disposition  on  both  sides;  but 
where  was  the  acknowledgement  of  our  just  rights 
or  the  approximation  of  such  acknowledgment 
Moreover,  had  not  every  gentleman  read  with  pain 
the  recent  correspondence  of  the  British  Minister  and 
our  Secretary  of  State,  upon  another  delicate  ques- 
tion involving  the  rights  of  the  two  Governments, 
and  deeply  affecting  the  sensibilities  of  the  people 
of  both?    In  this  posture  of  our  relations,  did  it  be- 
come u«  on  the  Western  continent,  while  the  sword 
of  conquest  or  of  subjugation  was  already  waving 
in  triumph  over  the  East,  to  slumber  or  repose  in 
security?    He  knew  that  in  answer  to  such  a  ques- 
tion, tLere  would  come  up  a  full  and  unequivocal 
negative  response  from  the  people,  through   the 
whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  Union.    Bui  wben 
would  action  follow?    When  would  that  voice  im- 
peratively demand  the  necessary  legislation?  Would 
it  be  resorted  to  seasonably?  or  would  it  be  defer/ ed 
to  a  moment  when  argumentation  might  be  drowned 
in  the  loud  reproaches  of  citizens  banuhed  from 
unprotected  and  ruined   cities?     He   said  these 
things,  not  to  awake  alarm,  or  to  excite  any  unne- 
cessary feeling,  but  to  arouse  to  a  sense  of  possible 
danger,  and  absolute  duty.    It  was  an  astonishing 
fact,  that  with  the  disasters  that  attended  the  early 
periods  of  the  late  war,  fresh  in  our  recollection,  we 
were  at  thi*  moment  relatively  more  deficient  in  pre- 
paration for  a  conflict  with  Great  Britain  than  we 
then  were;  and  yet  a  debate  has  occupied  the  Senate 
for  weeks  upon  the  question  of  distributing  to  the 
Sta'es    a   fund   not  in  posstesion,   but  hereafter 
to  accrue.    He  would  not  puisne  this  subject  of  the 
defences,  which  would  be  legitimately  before  the 
Senate  when  another  bill  upon  ihe  calendar  should 
be  taken  up,  further  than  to  remark,  that  whether 
war  were  remote  or  near,  (and  be  devoutly  hoped 
the  former  might  prove  to  be  the  case,)  it  was  un- 
deniably the  part  of  statesmanlike  forecast  aud  ele- 
vated patriotism  to  provide  for  the  worst,  and  to  do 
it  in  view  of  our  exposed  condition  and  of  the  vast- 
ness  of  the  interests  involved.    As  had  been  before 
remarked,  his  object  in  rising  was  not  to  partici- 
pate in  the  debate,  but  merely  to  make  such  an  ex- 
planation as  would  place  the  vote  he  was  about  to 
give  upon  its  true  ground,  and  beyond  the  reach  of 
misconstruction.    It  would  only  express  his  choice 
between  the  two  propositions;  he  was  opposed  to, 
and  would  ultimately  vote  against  both.    The  state 
of  the  Treasury,  and  the  condition  of  the  country, 
seemed  to  him  alike  to  forbid  any  great  change  in 
the  land  system,  or  any  experiments  upon  the  reve- 
nue, such  as  either  of  the  proposed  plans  would  ne- 
cessarily involve.    With  regard  to  the  project  of 
distribatien,  he  detired  to  say  it  would  encounter 
his  opposition  at  whatever  time,  and  in  whatever 
form,  it  might  be  presented. 

In  bis  judgment  it  was  repugnant  to  clear  con- 
stitutional principles,  and  the  highest  considera- 
tions of  public  policy.  How  this,  or  that,  or  the 
other  State  was  to  be  relieved  from  the  burden  of 
their  heavy  debts,  were  questions  to  be  referred  to 
the  resources  and  the  financial  skill  and  policy  of 
each  for  itself.  For  New  Hampshire,  be  would 
say,  that  while  she  sought  no  aid  from  abroad ,and 
would  promptly  pay  all  debts  of  her  own  contract- 
ing, her  people  would  never  consent  to  be  taxed  in 
any  way  to  pay  the  debts  of  others.  There  was  no 
question  upon  which  the  opinion  of  that  people  wav 
more  sound,  or  more  uniform;  and  that  judgment 
had  been  deliberately  formed,  after  some  experi- 


ence in  the  supposed  advantages  of  distribution* 
Opposed  as  they  were,  most  decidedly  to  the  distri- 
bution even  of  our  turplutfund*,  it  could  require  no 
particular  sagacity  to  foresee  how  they  would  Deceive 
the  absurd  proposition  to  grant  to  the  States,  in 
their  corporate  capacities,  to  day,  what,  it  was  no* 
torions,  must,  by  taxation,'dirrct,  or  indirect,  been* 
acted  with  all  the  expenses  of  disbursement  ami 
collection,  from  the  people  in  their  individual  caps* 
cities,  to-morrow. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.   ALLEN, 

OF  OHIO. 
In  Senate,  Moiiday,  January  25, 1841— On  the  propo- 
sition of  Mr.  Crittenden  to  distribute  the  pro* 
ceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lauds  to  the 
States,  submitted  as  an  amendment  to  the  pre- 
emption bill,  then  under  consideration. 
Mr.  ALLEN  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows:  • 
If,  Mr.  President,  a  British  Minister  were,  upon 
this  floor,  to  propose  measures  for  our  adoption- 
measures  mo§t  beneficial  to  his  own  country  and 
ruinous  to  ours — he  would,  I  presume,  in  the  first 
place,  advise  this  Government  to  mortgage  its 
whole  domain  to  the  bankers  of  England,  in  secu- 
rity for  the  debts  of  the  States.  Next,  he  would 
insist  that  the  five  millions  of  dollar*,  now  annually 
brought  to  the  Treasury  from  the  sale  of  this  do- 
main, should  be  paid  to  those  bankers  through  the  * 
agency  of  the  Slater — they  being  constituted  thus 
British  factors  to  receive  and  to  remit  the  amount. 
To  supply  the  consequent  deficiency  in  the  national 
income,  be  would  further  recommend  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  new  tax,  equivalent  to  that  sum,  upon 
the  American  people,  and  particularly  upon  those 
of  the  South  and  West.  Then,  would  he  advise 
that  this  additional  burden  should  be  levied  as  a 
duty  upon  the  silks  and  wines  i\  ceived  by  us  from 
France,  in  exchange  for  our  cotton;  and  upon  this 
lattei  would  he  more  especially  insist,  because  the 
imposition  of  such  a  duty  would  inevitably  divert 
our  whole  trade  in  cotton  from  that  country  to 
England;  and  by  giving  a  monopoly  to  her  of  this 
great  product  of  our  soil,  comprehending,  as  it 
does,  one-balf  of  our  entire  exports,  enable  the 
English  purchaser  to  fix  his  own  prices  upon  it.  , 
Such  would  be  the  counsels  of  a  British  Mir 
nister;  but,  sir,  there  is  no  British  Minister  upon 
this  floor.  And  yet  we  have  heard  these  verv 
measures,  one  and  all,  urged  upon  us— urged  with 
zeal  and  with  passion — and  that,  too,  by  the  Sena* 
tor  from  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Webster,] 
the  very  man  who  is  soon  to  become  the  organ  of 
intercourse  between  his  own  and  the  British  Go- 
vernment. 

In  order  to  attain  these  results  with  the 
apparent  sanction  of  the  Constitution,  and  theier 
fore  to  veil  its  breach,  as  well  as  the'  fright- 
ful consequences  of  such  measures,  from  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  words  and  things  have  been 
transposed;  objects  professed,  whilst  the  opposite 
are  sought;  and  reason  as  well  as  truth  been  made 
subordinate  to  a  form  of  phraseology,  which  both 
condemn.  That  the  people  may  not  start  at  this 
levy  of  a  British  tax,  yearly,  of  five  millions  upon 
them,  it  U  proposed,  first,  to  collect  it  through  the 
secret  mesns  of  the  customs;  it  is  next  declared  to 
be  a  tax  on  luxuries  merely,  and  therefore  a  bur- 
den alone  upon  the  rich;  and,  finally,  its  payment 
to  British  bankers,  when  collected,  is  to  be  called  a 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
to  the  States.  But  the  imposture  stops  not  here* 
For,  whilst  it  is  by  all  conceded,  including  the  "Se- 
nator himself,  that  Congress  has  no  authority  in 
the  Constitution  to  distribute  the  national  revenue. 
yet  he  seeks  that  authority,  first,  by  going  behind 
and  beyond  the  Constitution  to  the  deeds  of  ces- 
sion; then,  by  denying  the  name  of  revenue  to  the 
fund  derived  from  the  lands;  and,  in  the  end,  by  re- 
turning to  the  Constitution,  in  order  to  embrace 
lands  never  ceded.  <► 

In  the  first  part  of  this  circuitous  sophistry,  we 
are  told  that  the  public  domain  is  not  the  property 
of  the  States,  united  as  a  whole  in  their  character 
of  a  Federal  Union,  but  held  by  lhem  in  this  cha- 
racter as  a  trust  for  the  benefit,  severally,  of,  the 
individual  States.  This  is  said  to  be  manifest 
from  the  cessions  executed  by  a  part  of  the  States 
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to  the  old  Congress  c  f  the  Confederation;  and  it  is 
upon  I  he  assumption  of  tats  fact  that  the  argument 
is  rested,  which  deduces  from  those  cessions  the 
power  of  the  present  Government,  acting  under  a 
Constitution  since  adopted,  to  distribute  the  reve- 
nue arising  from  aU  the  lands  among  the  States  in- 
dividually. But,  sir,  all  the  lands  were  ne? er  so 
ceded.  On  the  contrary,  the  greater  part  lie  far 
beyond  what  were  ever  the  utmost  limits  of  the 
ceding  States,  and  were  purchased  by  th  s,  from 
.  foreign  Governments,  since  the  Constitution  was 
adopted.  Here,  then,  whilst  the  claim  of  power  to 
distiibnte,  founded  upon  the  alleged  character  of 
the  cession,  is  extended  over  the  entire  domain,  the 
cessions  themselves  are  found  to  embrace  but  an 
inconsiderable  pert. 

As  to  this  portion  thus  ceded  prior  to  the  Con- 
stitution,  it  has  been  shown,  by  olher  Senators,  to 
have  been  vested,  not  in  trust,  but  in  absolute  pro- 
perty, in  the  Confederation.    Yet,  I  advert  to  this 
•  without  deeming  it  important.    For  the  object  of 
the  ceding  States,  whatever  it  might  then  have 
been,  has  since  become  utterly  immaterial;  because 
this  Government  holds  no  power  over  the  lands  in 
virtue  of  those  cessions,  but  by  an  express  grant 
in  the  Constitution.    From  that  source  alone,  it 
derives  authority  over  all  things  subject  to  its  ac- 
tion,   fleyond  that,  it  has  no  power  to  go;  because 
it  would  then  be  beyond  the  source  of  its  own 
existence.     The  Constitution  was  not,  as  many 
suppose,  the  reorganization  of  a  previously  existing 
system,  but  an  original — a  first  Governwent  within 
Itself;  the  old  Confederation  having  possessed  not 
one— not  even  the  first — faculty  of  a  Government: 
acting,  as  it  did,  never  on  men  but  States,  and  de- 
pendent, as  it  was,  on  volition  solely  for  obedience. 
The  ceding  States— the  States  to  which  the  cessions 
were  made — all  the  parties  to  the  cessions,  were 
alike  parties  to  the  Constitution.    Their  objects  in 
its  adoption  were  the  same;  and,  as  the  Confedera- 
tion was  dissolved  in  that  very  act,  a  readjustment 
was  necessarily  made  of  their  relative  rights  and 
interests,  equally  in  the  lands  as  in  every  thing  else. 
For  these  reasons  it  was  that  Congress,  by  an  ex- 
press grant  in  the  Constitution,  was  authorized  to 
"dispose  of  the  public  lands;1'  a  prant  amounting, 
in  itself,  to  a  cession  anew— to  a  constitutional  ces- 
sion— of  whatever  right  or  reversion,  title  or  trust, 
in  the  lands,  the  States  might  have  have  held  prior 
to,  or  during,  the  Confederation.    And,  sir,  this 
new  cession,  if  not  the  old,  is,  npon  the  face  of  it, 
incontestably  absolute.    For,  if  not  so — if,  as  is 
pretended,  upon  the  contingency  of  having  dis- 
charged the  pnblic  debt,  the  remaining  lands,  or 
their  proceed?,  were  to  be  diverted  to  a  particular 
object,  (as  to  distribution  among  the  State i,)  and 
that  object,  too,  net  otherwise  within  the  power  of 
Congress,  why  was  not  such  object  declared?  .Why 
was  the  grant  of  pjwer  not  made  commensurate 
with  it?    Why  were  the  lands — the  whole  of  the 
lands— confounded  with  all  other  public  property, 
and  made  subject  expressly  to  the  same  power,  as 
they  certainly  are  by  these  words  of  the  Constitn- 
tion:  "The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of, 
and  make  all  needful  rales  and  regulations  respect- 
ing, the  territory  or  olher  property  belonging  to  the 
United  Sates."    This  is  the  single  clause  by  which 
Congress  has  power  over  the  jands,  and  equally  ap- 
plicable is  it  to  all  pnblic  property. 

If,  then,  it  be  said  (and  so  it  has  been)  that  this 
power  is,  upon  its  face,  unlimited,  and  that,  there- 
fore, although  Congress  has  no  authority  to  distri- 
bute revenue  generally,  it  may  yet  apply  the  lands, 
other  property,  or  their  proceeds,  in  distribution  to 
the  States,  my  answer  is,  that  the  power  is  unlimited 
only  within  the  orbit  of  the  Constitnfion.  To  any 
object  which  is  itself,  and  independently  of  this  par- 
ticular power,  aritnin  that  orbit,  the  application  may 
be  made,  but  to  none  other;  beyond  the  Constitu- 
tion Congress  cannot  go,  in  search  of  a  new  object 
for  the  application  of  this  fund;  nor  can  it  draw 
such  an  object  within  its  own  action,  by  connecting 
it  with  others  already  there. 

And  of  this  the  reason  is  plain.  Through- 
out the  Constitution  there  run  two  distinct 
classes  of  powers— the  one  prescribing  the  ob- 
jects to  be  executed;  the  other  providing  the  means 
of  execution.  In  the  former  class,  the  objects  are 
few  and  express,  in  order  to  confine  the  action  of  the 


Government  within  definite  limits.    In  the  latter, 
the  means  are,  by  the  form  of  the  grant,  necessarily 
general,  yet  limited  in  fact  by  the  objects  expressed 
in  the  former;  because  the  object  in  view  must  ever 
precede,  and  afford  the  sole  reason  for  at  all  re- 
sorting to  means.    To  the  second  of  the  two  class- 
es belong  the  general  powers   "to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,"  "to  borrow  money,'1  and  to  "dispose  of  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  territory,  or  other  public  property.'*    The  ob- 
jects to  which  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  exer- 
cise of  these  powers  may  be  applied,  are,  elsewhere 
In  the  Constitution,  expressly  numbered;  and  the  dis- 
cretion of  Congress  in  making  the  application  is 
limited  to  «  choice  between  the  objects  so  expressed. 
If,  therefore,  the  distribution  of  the  revenue,  or  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  property,  or  of  the   pro- 
perty in  kind,  be  not  itself  an  object  existing  in  the 
Constitution,  independently  of  the  powers  to  collect 
revenue,  to  borrow  moneys,  and  to  dispose  of  the 
property,  it  exists  not  at  all.    The  power  to  raise 
means  by  taxes,  loans,  or  the  sale  of  property,  was 
left  discretionary  as  to  amount,  for  no  other  reason 
than  because  the  sums  necessary  to  execute  the  ex- 
press objects  to  which  those  means  were  to  be  ap- 
plied were  contingent,  and,  therefore,  not  to  be  fore- 
seen.   But  the  number  of  those  objects  being  known 
and  limited,  imposes  a  check  upon  the  exercise   of 
this  discretion.    It  can  be  exercised  no  further  than 
tho&e  objects,  as  they    arise,  are  seen  to  require. 
The  means  are  limited  by  the  end.    So,  likewise,  is 
the  selection  of  the  particular  one  out  of  the  objects, 
in  the  execution  of  which  the  means  are  to  be  ap- 
plied, left  to  the  discretion  of  Congress;  because,  a 
choice  between  these  several  objects  must  depend 
upon  the  ever  changing  and  unforeseen  exigencies 
of  Government.    But  here,  too,  this    discretion  is 
limited  to  the  number  of  enumerated  objects,  among 
which  the  choice  must  be  made;  and  that  number 
is  fixed  in  the  Constitution.    In  a    word,  sir,  the 
power  to  raise  means,  from  whatever  source,  is,  as 
to  that,  exhausted  when   the  means   are  obtained. 
The  application  of  them,  then,  requires  the  agency 
of  a  new  and  distinct  power,  which  begins  to  act 
only  when  the  other  ceases.    Nor  can  these  powers 
be  blended,  increased,  or  diminished,  or  the    order 
of   their  exercise    transposed,    by  assigning   the 
means  to  an    object  before  they  are  themselves 
obtained;  or  by  changing  the  character  of  the  means, 
as  by  converting  money    into  land,  or    land    into 
money. 
Yet,  sir,    such  has  been  the  purpose,  the  single 

Surpose,  of  all  the  reasoning  of  the  Senator  from 
lassachusetts.  He  claims  for  Congress  the 
power  to  distribute  the  fund  derived  from  ihe  lands, 
for  the  sole  reason  that  it  is  so  derived:  thus  mak- 
ing the  power  of  appropriation  depend  not  upon  the 
object  for  which  revenue  may  be  raised,  but  upon 
the  source  whence  it  comes.  Well,  sir,  if  this 
principle  be  sound — if  the  source  of  revenue  be 
not  limited  by  the  objects  of  appropriation — if,  on 
the  contrary,  the  number  of  those  objects  depends 
upon  that  source— if  the  power  to  appropriate  does 
not  limit,  but  rests  upon,  the  power  to  tax — then  are 
both  unbounded,  the  Constitution  impotent,  and 
the  Government  absolute. 

But  why  distribute  the  five  millions  yearly 
drawn  from  the  lands?  Is  it  thought  to  be  a  sur- 
plus beyond  the  wants  of  Government?  No. 
So  far  from  it,  that  the  Senator  admits  its  with 
drawal  from  the  Treasury  will  require  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  new  tax  upon  the  people;  and  actually 
proposes  the  levy  of  the  tax,  to  an  equal  amount, 
as  the  first  step  in  distribution.  Why,  then,  this 
circuitous  legislation?  Why  not  advance  directly 
to  the  end  in  view?  Why  not  distribute  the  tax  to 
be  raised,  and  retain  the  money  derived  from  the 
lands?  The  reason  is  manifest;  the  one  process 
may  conceal,  the  other  will  expose,  the  real  object  to 
the  people — taxation  for  distribution.  For  in  what, 
at  last,  does  this  process  end,  if  not  in  a  distribu- 
tion of  revenue  generally — in  the  levying  of  taxes 
upon  the  people  for  that  purpose;  and,  in  reference 
to  the  annual  income  from  the  lands,  only  as  fix- 
ing, for  the  present,  the  sum  to  be  imposed  for  dis- 
tribution? 

Who,  then,  can  doubt  that  the  Senator's  reason- 
ing, disguised  though  its  object  be,  resolves  itself 
into  a  claim  of  power  in  the  Federal  Government 


to  tax  the  people,  not  for  its  own  rightful  purposes 
alone,  put  for  the  purposes,  also,  of  the  8tates— to 
tax  them  for  all  purposes  whatever,  as  well  those 
beyond  as  within  the  Constitution?  And  if,  sir, 
such  be  the  power  of  this  Government,  ****  power, 
what  right,  is  left  to  the  States— what  security  to 
the  people?  For  is  it  not  evident  that,  as  the  power 
of  taxation  most  ever  be  commensurate  with  the 
objects  committed  to  the  care  of  Government,  if 
those  objects  be  numberless,  left  solely  at  discre- 
tion, equally  discretionary  must  be  that  power. 
Then  does  the  destitution  become  a  nullity,  and 
the  people  defenceless.  Nor,  sir,  does  the  form  of 
Government,  in  such  a  ca&e,  whatever  it  may  be, 
change  the  character  of  the  evil.  Despotism  over 
men  is  the  freedom  of  Government  from  restraint, 
whilst  acting  upon  them.  Their  liberty  depends 
upon  the  existence  of  such  restraint,  not  upon  their 
ultimate  power  of  repairing  wrongs,  by  revolu- 
tion—a power  at  all  times  equally  available,  in 
their  hand,  against  all  the  forms  and  ills  of  Govern- 
ment. Thus  reasoning,  as  undoubtedly  tbey  did, 
the  American  people  not  only  divided  power  be- 
tween the  State  and  Federal  Governments— not 
only  limited  each  by  written  Constitutions,  bat, 
for  the  greater  precaution,  withheld  from  both  all 
powers  deemed  dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  the  citi- 
zen. But  why  this  division — these  limitations — 
why  this  reservation,  if  the  taxing  power  was  to  he 
left  in  this  Government  illimitable  as  to  objects  or 
amount? 

To  tax  is  a  power,  in  its  practical  results,  includ- 
ing all  others.  By  this  it  is  that  Government  takes 
from  the  people,  and  applies  to  its  own  use,  their 
property,  and  the  products  of  their  labor.  To  this 
they  submit  for  no  other  reason  than  because  Go- 
vernment is  instituted  for  their  benefit,  and  contri- 
bution by  them  essential  to  its  existence.  But  Go- 
vernment is  no  longer  for  their  benefit,  when, 
taking  to  itself  an  undue  proportion  of  their  sub- 
stance, it  inflicts  misery  where  it  should  afford  se- 
curity against  it— a  result  ever  inevitable  when  the 
taxing  power  feels  no  restraint.  Hence  it  is  that 
the  only  test  by  which  the  freedom  or  despotism  in 
any  system  can  be  known  is,  whether  this  power 
over  the  property  and  labor  of  the  people  be  limit- 
ed or  not.  If  unlimited,  the  system  is  despotic;  if 
limited  so  inefficiently  as*  to  admit  of  evasion  with 
impnnity,  it  is  equally  so.  Iu  either  case,  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  people  become,  eventually,  anta- 
gonist forces,  with  antagonist  interests — the  one 
straggling  to  obtain,  the  other  to  withhold,  contri- 
butions. Every  new  tax,  then,  strengthens  the 
Government  and  enfeebles  the  people  in  the  con- 
test. Through  all  history,  this  struggle  is  visible. 
This  it  is,  more  than  any  other,  that  has,  in  every 
age,  convulsed  the  world,  and  strewed  its  bososn 
with  the  blood  and  bones  of  murdered  men.  In  the 
Roman  republic,  the  governing  class,  having  first 
succeeded  in  obtaining  almost  the  entire  property 
of  the  country  by  sly  and  imperceptible  means 
long  employed,  the  strife  began  with  the  people  for 
restitution.  So  was  it  in  France  prior  to  the  first 
revolution;  and  such  is  now  the  strife  in  BagJand. 
With  us  it  seems  Government  is  about  to  com- 
mence the  contest  for  acquisition  with  the  citisens. 
But  in  every  instance,  whether  to  acquire  or  to  re- 
tain, the  struggle  for  property  is  the  same;  and  the 
people,  whose  labor  produces  all,  are  ever  in  the 
right.  Wherever,  under  a  system  at  all  free,  the 
governing  power  has  succeeded  (and  it  generally 
has)  in  the  plunder  of  the  people,  these  results  have 
invariably  followed:  a  division  of  the  popular  mass 
into  classes,  the  rich  and  the  poor;  next,  the  esta- 
blishment of  political  orders,  the  axistocrary,  with 
power,  wealth,  and  corruption— the  multitude  in 
penury,  dependence,  and  wrath;  and,  finally,  when 
civil  discord,  proscription,  confiscation,  and  death 
have  had  their  sway,  single-handed  despotism  hat 
closed  the  scene. 

To  this  catastrophe,  and  by  these  means*  have 
all  free  Governments  been  brought;  and  whether 
it  be,  of  all  such,  the  inevitable  tendency,  our 
own  example  must  prove.  But  if  this  calamity, 
hitherto  universal,  can  here  be  averted  |  if  our 
destiny  shall  be  found  more  happy  than  theirs— it 

will  ' 

yet 
ning; 


tiny  shall  be  found  more  nappy  man  ineirs— it 

L  be  because  the  people  resist  the  evil  whilst 

they  are  strong,  and  end  it  at   the  begin* 

g;  for  with  us,  aa  with  others,  the  newsartiai 
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of  Government,  the  support  of  credit,  the  relief  of 
the  country,  are,  and  ever  will  be,  the*  ready  rea- 
sons put  forth  for  taxation  without  limit,  and, 
through  it,  usurpation  of  power.  If  not  arrested  at 
the  outset,  repetition  will  give  to  each  aet  of  plan* 
der  die  authority  of  precedent;  and  time,  in  all 
things  a  powerful  element  of  title,  will  gradually 
reconcile  men  to  endurance;  nntil  at  last,  having 
become  strong  by  allaying  resistance,  Government 
will  throw  away  the  veil,  no  longer  necessary,  and 
ckia  to  sack  the  multitude,  as  a  matter  of  right, 
for  the 'benefit  of  the  few. 

In  the  spectacle  of  starving  millions,  England— 
that  England  so  often  commended  to  our  imitation 
here— affords  an  example  of  this  unbounded  power 
of  taxation.  Never,  in  any  part  of  the  globe,  have 
an  equal  number  of  human  beings  produced,  by 
their  toil,  in  a  single  year,  an  amount  so  great  of 
me  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life,  as  are  annu- 
ally wrought  by  the  laboring  English.  Upon  every 
principle  of  justice,  then,  their  own  comforts  should 
be  proportioaably  great— their  social  condition 
happy.  Yet,  is  this  the  fact?  Are  they  who  toil 
so  incessantly — whose  labors  produces  so  much- 
are  they  even  fed,  clothed,  sheltered  from  the 
storm,  themselves,  or  families?  Have'  they  hope, 
for  the  future,  of  relief  this  side  the  grave?  No ! 
one  half  of  the  entire  nation — I  speak  it  not  from 
rumor,  but  upon  the  authority  of  British  statistics 
—one  half  of  the  entire  nation  are  reduced  to  ab- 
solute pauperism.  One  fourth  dependent,  through 
the  year,  on  the  pauper  fund  alone  for  support; 
another,  fed  occasionally  from  it,  whenever  they 
are  brought,  as  often  they  are,  to  the  alternative  of 
charity  or  death.  And  why  this  misery,  this  de- 
gradation, of  ihs  most  laborious  people  ever 
known?  Why  this  suffering  of  the  mass,  whilst 
the  Government  and  the  ruling  orders  are  noto- 
riously the  richert  in  the  world?  But,  is  the  evil 
temporary?  will  it  soon  pass  away?  did  it  arise 
from  natural  or  from  fortuitous  causes — from  a 
dearth— the  failure  of  a  crop,  or  the  ravages  of  a 
pestilence?  Never!— the  cause  aad  the  misery 
are  alike  human  and  permanent. 

The  Government— Parliament  with  its  omnipo- 
tence—its limitless  power  of  taxation:  there  is  the 
source — there  alone— of  all  those  wrongs  and  ago- 
nies. It  is  this  power,  acting  unrestrained,  through 
the  double  agency  of  Parliament  and  the  bank,  by 
which  Government  and  its  appended  orders,  the 
aristocracy,  church,  army  and  navy,  fund-holders 
and  hankers,  daily  take  from  the  laboring  millions 
every  dollar  they  earo;  leaving  not  even  an  ade- 
quate subsistence.  And  when  thus  all  is  taken— 
when  death  itself  threatens  to  stop  the  future  in- 
come of  Government  by  the  starvation  of  the  la- 
borer—then, but  not  until  then,  is  enough  return- 
ed, as  a  public  charity,  to  keep  him  alive. 

But  if,  sir,  on*  half  of  the  nation  be'  powerless 
paupers,  the  Government  (and  by  lhat,  I  mean 
not  the  Throne  and  Parliament  only,  but 
them  with  their  appended  orders,)  are  the 
mightiest  on  earth.-  Nor  is  it  wonderful  that 
such  a  Government,  thus  armed  with  the  whole 
earnings  of  its  people,  should  have  been  able  to 
expend  twt  hundred  millions  of  treasure  to  retain 
these  States  as  colonies;  six  thoussnd  millions  to 
restore  hereditary  monarchy  in  Prance— should 
now  be  able  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  all  na- 
tions; to  hold,  by  its  navy,  mankind  in  awe;  to 
subsidise,  with  its  capital,  half  the  thrones  of  Eu- 
rope. Hfo  wonder  that  such  a  Government,  the 
natural  enemy  of  ours — yes,  sir,  I  say  the  natural 
enemy,  regardless  of  the  Federal  cant  so  often 
heard  about  "our  affinity  of  interests  with  the 
mother  country;" ^regardless  of  the  studied  efforts 
daily  maile  to  justify  here  every  abuse,  usurpation, 
corruption,  and  fraud  upon  the  authority  of  British 
example;  no  wonder  that  such  a  Government,  with 
a  view  to  its  great  object  of  our  humiliation  and 
ruin,  should  have  violated  our  territory,  fired  our 
vessels,  murdered  our  citizens;  and,  by  its  stocks, 
its  corporations,  its  capital,  and  its  mercenaries 
among  us,  should  have  deranged  our  affairs,  re- 
duced our  prices,  distressed  our  people,  and  forced 
thousands  to  cry  out  for  relief,  and  seek  it  in  the 
expulsion  from  our  councils  of  those  who  dared  to 
resist  British  domination.  No,  sir;  nor  is  it  won- 
derful that  now,  when  these  things  are  done,  Eng- 


land's bankers  should  demand  a  mortgage  on  Ame- 
rican soil,  or  that  mem  sbduld  be  found  here  ready 
to  give  it.  Yes,  to  give  it;  because  "the  Federal 
Government  (says  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts) 
is  bound  to  uphold  the  credit  of  the  States."  And 
how?  By  the  payment  or  assumption  of  their  debts. 
Tttere  is  no  other  way.  But  even  this  is  insuffi- 
cient. For  the  Government,  to  uphold  their  credit, 
must  guaranty,  likewise,  all  debts  the  States  may 
in  future  contract,  or  assume  the  power  to  restrain 
them  from  contracting  any  more.  If  it  can  do  the 
latter,  then  are  the  States  made  powerless,  and 
brought  in  subjection  to  its  will.  If  it  caonot  re- 
strain them,  and  yet  is  bound  to  uphold  their  credit, 
then  must  it  lax  the  people  as  much  as  the  States 
desire  to  spend;  whilst  thus  they  are  induced  to 
spend  as  much  as  tbey  can.  For  if  this  Govern- 
ment be  bound  to  pay  their  present  debts,  so  is  it 
their  future;  if  one  class  of  debts,  then  equally  all; 
if  bound  to  pay  those  incurred  for  internal  im- 
provements or  for  banking  capital,)  as  were  most 
of  these  now  contracted,)  it  is  bound  also,  and  for 
the  same  reason,  to  defray  all  the  obarges  of  State 
administration.  And  where  is  Congress  to  find 
means  to  satisfy  a  demand  so  insatiate?  In  un- 
bounded, interminable  taxation. 

In  this  manner  it  is  proposed  to  uphold  State 
credit;  and  this  is  called  a  favor  to  the  Sates.  As 
if  the  State  and  Federal  Governments  did  not 
both  derive  their  only  revenue  from  the  same  and 
only  source— the  pockets  of  the  same  people.  But 
in  what  does  this  favor  result?  Plainly  in  this: 
Congress,  not  the  State  Legislature,  is  in  future 
to  tax  the  people  of  the  States  for  all  object  of  State 
necessity;  and  may,  for  a  reason  equally  good,  pre- 
scribe, by  law,  what  those  objects  shall  be,  when 
and  how  to  be  executed.  Thus  would  the  State 
Governments,  having  become  useless,  be  virtually 
abolished,  and  the  people  .deprived  of  the  very 
benefits  they  obtained  by  the  American  Revolution 
— local  government,  local  taxation,  imposed  by 
themselves  for  local  objects.  For  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment is,  to*the  people  of  a  State,  in  reference 
to  their  local  affairs,  a  foreign  power;  and  if,  to 
raise  revenue  for  State  expenditure,  it  assumes  the 
right  to  tax  them,  they  are  taxed  without  their  con- 
sent—a  condition  which  no  other  word  than' tyran- 
ny can  describe.  But  for  illustration,  I  put  the 
case.  The  people  of  Ohio,  acting  through  their  lo- 
cal Legislature,  now  judge  of  their  own  wants  as  a 
State,  and  tax  themselves  to  meet  those  wants.  If 
a  canal  is  desired,  they  determine  when,  where, 
how,  and  by  what  agents,  it  shall  be  executed.  If 
a  tax  be  necessary,  they  decide  in  what  manner, 
when,  and  to  what  amount,  it  shall  be  levied. 
These  questions,  so  important,  are  settled  by  a  ma- 
jority of  that  people,  none  others  interposing;  and 
in  this  fact  they  find  The  benefits  of  the  State  Go- 
vernment. But  if,  instead  of  this,  Congress,  in 
whose  power  the  people  of  Ohio  have  but  a  limited 
participation— if  Congress,  whose  action  tbey  can- 
not, therefore,  control,  should  assume  to  judge  for 
them  of  their  local  wants— to  tax  them  for  distribu- 
tion to  meet  those  wants — that  is  to  say,  decide  for 
them  when  and  in  what  part  of  the  State  a  canal 
shall  be  cut,  and  tax  them  to  defray  the  charges  ef 
the  work;— if  Congress  should  act  thus,  would  not 
that  people  receive  their  local  laws,  and  pay  local 
taxes  imposed  against  their  consent,  by  the  will  of 
otherj — as  much  so  as  did  our  fathers  of  the  Colo- 
nies before  the  Revolution?  For  is  it  not  evi- 
dent that  a  people  are  taxed  without  their  con- 
sent, when,  as  in  this  case,  the  disapprobation  of 
a  majority  cannot  prevent  it?  Nor  does  the 
fact  that  the  State  is  represented  in  Congress  affect 
the  principle,  so  long  as  the  tax  and  objects  are 
local. 

This  illustration  would  seem  sufficient;  yet  I 
will  push  it  still  farther.  The  people  of  Ohio 
owe  a  debt;  and,  to  pay  it,  propose  to  tax  them- 
selves, at  their  own  time,  in  their  own  way,  to  the 
amount  of  a  million,  through  their  own  Legisla- 
ture. Congress  comes  forth,  and  says  to  them, 
Keep  your  money;  I  will  give  you  enough1  to  dis- 
charge your  obligation.  The  people  reply  by  ask- 
ing, Where  will  you  get  it?  Congress  answers,  I 
will  gire  you  the  million  I  have  just  received  from 
the  sale  of  my  lands.  The  people  then  ask,  If  you 
give  us  that  million,  will  you  not  yourself  want 


another,  to  discharge  your  own  obligations;  and, 
if  so,  where  will  you  get  that  other?  Co  ogress  re- 
plies, Yes,  that  is  true;  and  I  shall  indeed  be  com- 
pelled to  tax  you  for  this  last  million,  before  I 
can  agree  to  give  you  the  first  The  people  an- 
swer, If  that  be  the  case,  what  make  we  by  it?  You 
give  us  one  million,  we  give  you  another;  and  we, 
moreover,  have  to  pay  you  the  costs  of  collection. 
Better,  then,  that  we  should  keep  our  own  million 
and  pay  our  own  debt;  for  what  you  propose  is 
nothing  more  than  to  tax  us  a  million  te  pay  it,  if, 
in  addition  to  this,  we  will  reward  your  trouble. 
Congress  replies,  That  is  even  so;  I  am  aware  I 
must  first  take  the  million  from  you,  by  taxation, 
before  I  can  return  it  in  the  way  of  distribution; 
but  still,  you  had  better  submit  to  this,  than  to  tax 
yourselves  fot  the  payment  of  the  debt;  because, 
when  taxed  by  yourselves,  you  know  it;  the  tax  is 
paid  directly,  and  each  man  sees  what  he  pays;  but 
when  I  tax  you,  though  you  pay  even  more,  you 
do  not  exactly  see  the  process:  as  you  pay  to  me, 
not  through  the  collector,  but  the  merchant,  in  the 
increased  price  of  every  thing  you  buy;  and  this  I 
call  my  indirect  tax  or  tariff  duty,  which  the  mer- 
chant had,  in  toe  first  placr,  to  pay,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  goods  st  New  York.  To  this  the  people 
answer,  It  is  not  the  manner  of  paying,  but  the 
payment  itself,  which  takes  money  from  our  pock- 
ets; and  your  reasons  are,  therefore,  insufficient. 
Congress  again  replies,  That,  likewise,  is  true;  but 
the  fact  is,  you,  the  people  of  Ohio,  owe  the  British 
bankers  a  debt,  and  will  not,  I  fear,  tax  yourselves 
tu  pay  it;  aod  I  wish  to  compel  the  payment,  by 
myself  taxing  you  for  that  purpobe.  The  people 
rejoin  by  paying  to  Congress,  You  came  here  at 
first  offering  us  money  as  a  favor,  in  the  name  of 
distribution,  to  pay  onr  debt;  you  have  ended  with 
an  impeachment  of  our  integrity;  with  an  attempt 
to  usurp  the  power  of  State  taxation;  with  an  im- 
pertinent interference  in  our  affairs;  therefore, 
depart. 

Thus  are  the  forms  of  indirect  taxation  and  the 
name  of  the  public  domain  sought  to  be  made  the 
means  through  which  this  Government  may  as- 
sume absolute  power  over  the  States  and  the  peo- 
ple—over the  whole  property  and  labor  of  the 
country. 

And  who  are  to  receive  the  fund  distributed? 
Not  the  people,  who,  in  the  first  place,  paid  it;  but 
the  States— the  Legislatures  or  the  States.  In 
what  would  this  result?  Extravagance  and  waste. 
Not,  indeed,  because  legislative  bodies  are  (for 
tbey  are  not)  likely  to  be  composed  of  men  less 
virtuous  than  others,  but  because  no  body  of  men, 
however  honorable  individually,  ever  could,  or  ever 
can,  with  safety,  be  charged  with  the  conduct  of 
public  affairs,  in  the  absence  of  all  responsibility. 
It  was  for  this  reason,  drawn  from  the  calamitous 
experience  of  the  world,  that  the  serious,  the 
thoughtful,  the  cautious  people  ef  America  im- 
posed upon  all  the  departments  of  power,  as 
well  as  upon  each  public  functionary,  the  most 
positive  restraints  and  highest  sanctions,  by  their 
written  organic  laws.  The  great,  the  only  se- 
curity .the  people  of  a  State  now  have  for  the  eco- 
nomy of  its  Legislature  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money,  is  the  responsibility  under  which 
the  Legislature  acts,  of  having  itself,  first  to  tax 
its  own  consttituency,  in  order  to  raise  it.  But, 
by  the  system  of  distribution,  the  responsibility  of 
collecting  revenue  is  to  be  $eparaUd  from  the  power 
to  apply  it;  Congress  is  to  tax  the  people,  the 
Legislature  [to  expend  the  tax.  Each  member  of 
the  latter  body,  aware,  therefore,  as  be  would  be, 
that,  when  .the  State  Treasury  was  exhausted,  Con- 
gress, not  he,  must  bear  the  odium  of  laying  a 
new  tax  to  replenish  it,  would  very  naturally 
seek  to  obtain  for  all  objects  in  his  particular  dis- 
trict or  county  the  largest  appropriations  possible; 
considering,  as  he  would,  every  dollar  thus  ob- 
tained a  clear  gain,  to  that  extent,  out  of  the  com- 
mon spoil.  In  this  manner,  the  very  desire  now 
so  strong  with  the  representative,  and  jastly  so,  to 
please  his  immediate  constituents  by  his  economy 
of  the  pnblie  money,  would  then  become  a  reason 
equally  strong  for  its  profligate  waste.  Where,  iu 
such  a  case,  would  be  the  limit  to  expenditure?— 
where  to  taxation  necessary  to  meet  it?  Nowhere, 
until  Government  had  consumed  the  whole  sub- 
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26th  Cong-"-&ni>  Sasa, 


Pre-emption  Bill— Mr.  Allen. 


Senate.  . 


•Unce  of  ihe  toiling  maluiade,  and  left  them  here, 
as  in  England,  dad  in  the  ragged  livery  of  pauper* 
iam — breadless  and  hopeless. 

Sir,  I  have  already  said  that  (he  money,  if  dis- 
tributed, will  go  not  to  the  people  who,  in  the  first 
instance,  paid  it.  Again,  1  have  said  that  in  all 
Governments  professing  to  be  tree,  this  power  of 
unlimited  taxation  ever  has  divided  the  mass  into 
classes  of  the  rich  and  the  poor,  and  upon  such  ( 
division  founded  separate  orders  in  the  State — the 
one,  who  govern  and  riot;  the  other,  who  toil  and 
obey.  Such  always  will  be  found  to  be  the  result. 
The  process  which  leads  to  it  is  plain.  The  ag- 
gregate fund  in  the  hands  of  Government  is  made 
up  of  contributions  by  every  citizen.  In  the  ap- 
plication of  it,  therefore,  or  its  benefits,  justice  re- 
quires that  each  should  receive  a  proportion  equal 
to  that  he  advanced.  But  in  this  the  case?  Never; 
nor  ever  can  it  be.  It  is  one  of  the  evils  in  the 
best  of  Governments,  that  equality  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  burdens  and  benefits  is  found  utterly  im- 
practicable. And,  sir,  it  is  for  this  very  reason, 
mote  than  for  all  others  together,  that  taxation  and 
expenditure  should  be  -strictly  limited.  For,  in 
every  lax,  some  are  made  thus  to  pay  unrequited 
tribute  to  others.  The  wrong  increases  with  each 
additional  assessment,  until  finally,  if  continued,  it 
breaks  the  equilibrium  of  society.  The  favored 
class  rises  to  wealth  by  the  very  cause  that  depiesses 
the  unfortunate.  Each  day  separates  them  more 
widely  from  one  another;  and  the  former,  drawing 
still  nearer  to  the  Government  whilst  the  latter  is 
sinking  beneath,  it  becomes,  in  the  end,  the  Go- 
vernment itself— a  ruling  order,  based  npon  and 
sustained  by  the  pillage  of  the  multitude. 

What  with  us  has  been  the  fact,  and  what  its 
resnlis,  in  the  very  first  instance  of  distribution? 
To  all  it  is  known  that  28  101,644  dollars,  then 
called  its  surplus  revenue,  were,  in  the  year  1837, 
distributed  by  this  Government,  in  the  name  of  a 
deposits  with  the  States.  Where  went  that  mo- 
ney? To  the  people?  to  the  men  by  whom  it  had 
been  advanced?  No;  not  the  fifth  dollar  of  it;  but 
to  the  Legislatures  first;  and  then,  chiefly,  to  bank- 
ing or  to  other  corporate  companies,  and  to  the 
rich,  for  the  very  reason  and  they  were  so. 

And  now,  that  I  may  the  more  clearly  expose 
this— the  flagrant  injustice  inflicted  by  the  practi- 
cal operation  of  the  distribution  principle  upon  the 
tax  paying  mass  of  the  people— I  shall  trace 
briefly,  yet  with  all  the  accuracy  of  which  a  mat- 
ter so  confused  and  complicated  admits,  the  pro- 
gress of  this  surplus  fund,  from  the  National  Trea- 
sury to  its  last  known  destination.  But  here,  be- 
fore proceeding  further,  it  is  important  to  remark, 
that  1  speak  in  reference  only  to  the  $25,234,131 
received  by  the  twenty  out  of  the  twenty-si*  States, 
by  which  alone  reports  have  been  made  to  this  Go- 
vernment; the  other  six  to  whom  $2,867,512  were 
distributed,  having  made  no  returns.  So  is  it  like- 
wise material  to  observe,  that  fractions  are,  in  all 
instances,  discarded;  because,  anxious  to  present 
merely  the  general  truth,  I  desire  not  to  obscure  it 
by  immaterial  particulars. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  out  of  the  last  instal- 
ment, paid  as  it  was  in  the  notes  of  suspended 
banks,  (worth  on  average,  at  the  time,  but  about 
ninety  cents  in  the  dollar,)  those  institutions  thus 
manifestly  gained,  without  an  equivalent,  near 
one  million  of  dollars.  To  this,  and  next,  in  order  are 
to  be  added  #8,554,000,  which  inured  to  the  bsnefit 
of  the  banks,  in  the  form  of  loans  made  to  stock 
invested,  and  deposites  made,  in  them.  Then,  as 
recipients  of  this  fund,  come  the  private  compa- 
nies, incorporated  mainly  with  a  view  to  internal 
improvements,  and  to  whom  $969,000  went  as 
stock  and  loans.  Aod  finally,  of  the  total  sum, 
$10,033,000  were  distributed  to  the  town  and  coun- 
ties of  the  States,  to  be  loaned  by  them  (as  was 
generally  the  fact)  to  banks,  to  other  corporations, 
and  to  the  wealthy  few  among  the  citizens  who 
were  able  to  pledge  property  for  its  payment. 

Thus,  from  an  analysis  of  the  reports  made  by 
twenty  of  the  States,  does  it  incontestably  appear, 
that,  of  the  twenty  Jit  milium  two  hundred  and  thir- 
ty fow  tasussnd  doUors,  drawn  first  by  the  taxing 
power  of  this  Government  from  the  whole  body 
of  the  people,  awtii%  wUHtn  Jwt  hmdred  end 
Afy-ri*  faomend  inured,  in  its  distribution,  to  the 


benefit  of  the  banking  and  other  chartered  associa- 
tions, and  to  the  favored  few— not  the  needy,  but 
the  rich— in  the  towns  and  counties;  whilst,  on  the 
other  hand,  but  about  JIm  millions  (one-fit th  of  the 
great  aggregate)  was  applied  to  public  works  un- 
dertaken by  the  States — to  the  payment  of  their 
debts  aod  their  current  expenditure— the  only  form 
in  which  tb*  people  could  feel  the  benefit  in  the  re- 
duction of  thrir  taxes. 

Here,  then,  is  an  example  of  the  wrongs  already 
committed  on  the  mass  of  the  nation,  by  this  Go- 
vernment's abnte  of  the  taxing  power;  for  from 
this  abuse  it  was  that  the  act  of  distribution  result- 
ed. I  speak  not,  therefore,  harshly  ot  the  act  it- 
self; first,  because  it  wa*  a  consequence  rather  than 
the  prime  source  of  the  evil;  and  again,  for  the 
reason  that  there  are  some  among  my  own  politi- 
cal friend?,  who,  thinking  to  diteogage  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  embarrassments  the  surplos  occa- 
sioned, gave  the  act  their  support.  On  them,  what- 
ever may  now  be  thought  of  the  policy  of  their 
course  in  this  particular,  I  would  inflict  no  wound 
—none  certainly  on  them,  whilst  there  are  yet,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Senate,  those,  our  common 
enemies,  who,  responsible  for  the  primeval  sin,  are 
therefore  the  lightful  subjects  of  complaint.  No; 
I  censure  not  friends  supposed  to  have  erred,  when 
there  are  foes  known  to  have  done  so.  " Pursue 
the  Grangers,  but  spare  the  Romans/'  was  tie  just 
injunction  at  the  rout  of  Pnarsalia;  an  injunction 
it  were  well  to  remember  in  all  the  conflicts  of 


After  this  example— the  first  in  our  history— 
who  can  doubt  the  certain  tendency  of  distribu- 
tion? Who  can  doubt  that,  if  renewed,  this  policy 
will  eventuate,  as  before  declared,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  cla  ses  among  us— in  the  establishment  of 
orders — in  the  concentration  of  all  power  in  this 
Government — and,  finally,  in  the  transfer  of  the 
Government  itself  to  the  hands  of  a  moneyed  aristo- 
cracy? What  have  we  already  witnessed?  Have  we 
not  seen  these  banks,  these  corporations— every  one 
of  them,  of  every  description,  to  which  the  revenue 
distributed  went — have  we  n«t  teen  the  favored 
(twt  almost  to  a  man,  by  whom  so  Urge  a  portion 
was  received — have  we  not  teen  all  these,  banks, 
corporations,  and  men  united,  combined,  enfuriated 
against  the  Democratic  party — and  that,  too,  for 
the  very  reason,  openly  proclaimed,  that  it  opposes 
this  iniquitous  system  of  taxation  for  their  benefit 
alone?  Have  we  not  seen  the  same  institutions, 
the  same  persons,  and  the  same  associations  of  per- 
son?, banded  together  in  a  common  league  with  the 
very  men  who,  in  the  legislative  halls  of  the  States 
— in  the  balls  of  Congress— in  the  Executive  and 
Judicial  Departments,  State  and  Federal— in  all 
the  subdivisions  of  political  [tower,  now  stand  for- 
ward the  relentless  advocates  of  taxes  and  distri- 
butions? Yes;  the  very  men  who,  whilst  they  tell 
us  the  Treasury  is  exhausted— the  blood  dried  up 
—still  furiously  clamor  for  the  last  dollar— for  the 
last  drop.  And  why?  To  satiate  the  maw  of  an 
ally,  who  has  conferred  dominion  upon  them. 

At  first,  sir,  the  object  of  distribution  was  dis- 
guised ;  but  now,  victorious  as  they  are,  it  is 
openly  proclaimed.  The  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, no  longer  concealing  the  real  motive,  declares 
that  he  presses  the  distribution  of  the  revenue  among 
the  States,  in  view  of  its  application  to  the  payment 
of  their  debt?;  and  for  this  he  finds  cons  itutionai 
authority,  in  the  obligation  of  this  Government  to 
uphold  the  credit  of  ths  States,  which,  he  informs 
us,  has  been  rudely  assailed.  And  here,  sir,  it 
was,  at  this  point  of  bis  argument,  that  the  Sena- 
tor broke  forth  in  the  bitterest  denunciation  of  those 
by  whom  he  alleges  this  assault  to  have  been  made. 
But  who  are  they?  In  what  manner,  when,  where, 
by  what  means,  have  they  assailed  the  credit  of  the 
State*?  Will  it  be  believed  (and  yet  it  is  true)  that 
it  was  the  Democracy  to  whom  be  alluded?  He 
adverted,  first,  to  extracts  in  a  British  paper,  taken 
from  the  Globe  of  this  city,  styled  by  him  the  organ 
of  the  Administration.  Next,  having  referred  to 
measures  with  which  he  knew  the  Democratic 
members  of  this  body  to  have  been  associated,  he 

Sronounced  these  things  an  attack  npon  State  ere- 
it;  and  then  declared  that  'the  man  who  would 
impair  the  State  credit  is  am  enemy  to  America,  by 
whatever  name  he  may  call  himself."    What,  sir ! 


the  Democracy  assail  the  credit  of  the  Sutest  the 
Democracy  enemies  to  America!  they  who,  on  all 
occasions,  have  ever  defended,  most  zealously,  the 
rights  ot  the  States,  the  liberties  of  the  pcopir  t  the 
interests,  honor,  end  glory  of  America;  who  have 
defended  all  these,  whether  endangered  from  abroad 
or  wuhio;  whether  by  treasonable  machinations,  or 
open  war;  they  who,  in  the  hour  of  their  country* 
utmost  need— when  periled  by  foreign  arms  and 
domestic  treason,  were,  of  all  her  sons,  »he  first 
to  come  forward — the  first  to  proffer  their  coun- 
sel, their  substance,  their  blood,  in  her  defence — 
the  most  cheerful  to  die;  they  who  now,  in 
the  pending  struggle,  again  swear,  as  they  ever 
have  sworn,  upon  the  altar  of  that  country,  ua- 
spariog  hostility  to  tyranny  in  all  its  term*  to 
every  league  into  which  ambition  and  avarice  may 
enter,  for  usurpation  and  pillage.  Are  these  the 
men,  this  the  party,  who  are  thus  denounced— de- 
nounced as  enemies  to  America,  because,  in  this 
trying  crisis  of  the  Government,  when  ail  the  hu- 
mors that  commonly  conspire  to  bring  liberty  to  its 
death  bed  are  manifesting  themsel?es  around  us— 
because,  I  say,  they  dare,  in  such  a  crisis  as  this,  to 
oppose  what  they  solemnly  believe  infracts  the 
Constitution,  blots  out  the  8tates,  hazards  the  public 
peace,  and  tends  infallibly  to  shed  over  the  land  the 
baleful  influence  ot  a  foieign  power;  because  they 
dare  oppose  a  systeor>  of  measures  which  texeatens 
to  fire  the  passions  of  men  to  fury  and  madness,  by 
placing,all  propeify  in  the  hands  of  Government  as 
a  prize,  to  besought  by  fraud  and  violence,  and  ou- 
tlined amidst  the  turmoil  of  a  general  strife,  only  by 
the  most  daring  and  profligate?  Are  these  theeiliseju 
denounced  for  opposing  such  measures,  as  enemies 
t>  America?  Yes,  this  is  the  imputation— indi- 
rect, it  is  true,  but  still  the  imputation— made  by 
that  Senator,  made  with  feelings  transported  be- 
yond all  bounds,  as  if,  whilst  struggling  thus  to  mort- 
gage to  British  bankers  the  soil  of  his  native  coun- 
try, his  allegiance  had  been  inflamed  anew  by  a 
glance  at  that  signal  which,  at  the  dawn  of  battle, 
first  rose  on  the  terrible  day  of  Trafalgar — MltBg- 
land  expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty."  Yes,  sir, 
I  repeat  it — feelings  transported;  for  never  hat 
once  before  have  I  known  that  Senator  excited  in 
an  equal  heat  beyond  the  uniform  temper  of  his 
mind.  And  when  was  that?  Need  I  tell  yen,  Se- 
nators, (most  of  whom  were  present,)  that  It  was 
on  the  memorable  night  when,  pending  the  propo- 
sition for  three  millions  to  defend  the  country  in 
the  event  of  a  war  with  France,  he  stood  forward, 
and  in  his  place,  upon  this  floor,  declared  he 
"would  vote  it  not,  even  if  the  enemy  were  bailer- 
ing  down  the  walls  of  the  Capitol*' — a  declaration 
in  reference  to  which  a  member  of  the  other  House, 
from  his  own  State  end  of  his  own  party,  [Hon.  J. 
Q,.  Adams,]  proclaimed  in  that  body,  "that  the 
man  who  would  utter  such  a  sentiment  as  that,  had 
but  one  more  step  to  take,  and  that  was — into  ths 
ranks  of  the  enemy." 

Sir,  to  support  its  own  credit,  will  require  all  the 
resources  placed  by  the  Constitution  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  this  Government.  With  that  of  the  States  it 
has  no  right  to  interfere,  for  good  or  for  evil.  Foe, 
if  it  can  with  the  one  object,  so  it  may  for  the  other 
— if  to  uphold,  so  may  it  destroy — if  to  take  the 
States  under  its  guardianship,  in  like  manner  may 
it  reduce  them  to  dependence  upon  its  will — to  de- 
pendence not  merely  for  supplies,  but  for  their 
very  politics}  being;  for  the  former  essentially  in- 
volves the  latter. 

But,  sir,  if  the  Federal  Government  had  the 
right  and  the  means  of  interposing  to  i 
credit,  it  could  not  by  possibility  do  so,  wid 
the  utter  destruction  of  that  credit,  or  of  me  8 
Governments  themselves.  For,  if  you  cosnaM 
and  continue  to  pay  the  debts  of  the8ttiea»ta* 
States  will  continue  to  contract  them,  as  their  sole 
source  of  supply;  and  that  for  the  reason  that  yen* 
by  strengthening  their  credit  for  the  time,  enable 
them  to  do  so;  and  because  you,  not  they,  are  to 
endure  the  burden  of  payment.  Tow,  m  that 
event,  will  you  supplant  the  State  Govejnssents,  by 
rendering  them  palpably  useless,  except  as  nnTatn 
ing  a  pretext  for  unlimited  taxation  by  yen,  » 
meet  demands  created  by  them.  And  if,  upnu»a>s 
other  hand,  after  having  oomiaeaeed  the  \ 
and  thereby  stimulated  the  States  to  : 
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ness— thrown  ihem  from  their  guard— directed 
their  attention  from  all  means  within  themselves 
to  discharge  obligations — if,  then,  >on  discontinue 
that  payment,  do  you  not  destroy  their  credit? 
What,  Indeed,  sir,  is  ihe  proposition  now  made, 
of  distribution  to  pay  State  debts,  bnt  an  assault 
upon  their  credit?  On  what  assumption  does  it 
rest,  but  the  insolvency  or  dereliction  of  the 
State*?  For,  if  they  can  and  will  pay,  wherefore 
do  yon  interpose?  Will  not  the  same  amount  be 
required,  whoever  pays?  and  must  not  the  funds 
be  drawn  from  the  name  source — the  pockets  of 
the  same  people?  These  questions,  obvious  as 
they  are,  are  not  more  so  than  the  fact,  that  the 
answers  to  all  resolve  themselves  into  this:  that  the 
Federal  Government,  seeing  the  States  indebted  to 
British  bankers,  deems  them  insolvent,  or  capable 
of  a  breach  of  faith;  and  therefore,  taking  upon  it- 
self the  a. eocy  of  tnose  bankers,  it  assumes  to  dis- 
place the  State  Legislatures  as  the  taxing  power 
for  State  purposes,  and  to  coerce  the  States  into 
payment,  by  itself  taxing  their  people  for  that  ob« 
jec». 

And  now,  sir,  having  thus  far  sought,  by  reason- 
ing, to  illustrate  the  effects  of  distribution  upon  the 
c/edit  of  the  States,  I  advert  to  the  twent} -eight 
millions  deposited  with  them  in  1837,  as  a  matter 
of  experience,  which  anticipates  all  argument. 
Then  were  the  Sta'es  less  indebted,  their  crvdit  bet- 
ter than  now.  And  why  so?  Because  the  depo- 
site,  though  it  became  itself  a  debt  due  from  the 
8'ates,  nevertheless  stimulated  them  to  yet  greater 
indebtedness,  whilst,  on  the  contrary,  you  deposited 
no  more.  Nor,  sir,  was  the  deposite  applied,  in 
any  proportion,  to  the  discharge  of  any  debts  what- 
ever— and  that  frr  the  reasons  I  have  already 
given,  and  which  must  forever  exist,  ao  long  as 
one  power  levies,  another  expends,  and  both  are 
free  from  restraint. 

As  to  the  new  tax  proposed  to  be  laid,  for  distri- 
bution, upon  the  mines  and  silk*  now  annually  ex- 
changed by  France  with  u*  for  Gotten,  to  the  amount 
of  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  it  must,  I  have  said, 
fall  chiefly  on  the  people  of  the  South  and  West. 
And  why  chiefly  upon  them?  Because  a  tax  upon 
'hose  articles,  they  being  luxuries,  mu*t,  if  sufficient- 
ly high  to  produce  the  expected  revenue,  result  in 
rteir  exclusion  frum  this  country, and  by  consequence 
the  exclusion  of  our  cotton  from  France;  because 
that  exclusion  of  our  cotton  must,  by  restricting 
thos  the  foreign  market,  reduce,  in  a  correspond- 
ing proportion,  first  the  price,  and  then  the  quantity 
raised  in  the  South;  because  such  reduction  in  the 
quantity  of  cottcn  must  reduce,  to  that  extent,  the 
quantity  of  labor  now  engaged  in  its  culture,  and 
increase  the  products  of  grains  and  mta's  in  the 
Sooth,  by  the  transfer  of  laber  from  cotton  to  them; 
because  that  tranfer  of  labor,  and  increase  of 
grains  and  meat*,  produced  in  the  cotton  region, 
mast  diminish  in  that  proportion  the  demand 
there  for  the  grains  and  meats  of  the  Northwestern 
States— Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
others;  because  such  decreased  demand  must  dimi- 
nish proportionately  the  price  of  these  North- 
western products,  grains,  and  meats;  and  because, 
finally,  that  diminution  of  price  must  fall  a  dead 
tax  upon  the  people  who  raise  those  products. 

England,  however,  and  England  alone,  would 
be  benefited  by  this  process*  and  benefited 
doubly  and  trebly  would  the  be — benefited  in  exact 
proportion  to  the  injury  sustained  by  us:  for  as 
she,  with  the  exception  of  France,  now  affords  our 
only  market  for  cotton,  if  the  ports  of  the  Utter  be 
thus  closed  against  u>,  then  must  she  enjoy  an  ex* 
elusive  traffic  in  the  article,  and  thereby  power 
absolute  over  its  price. 

Well,  therefore,  might  England  and  England's 
bankers  desire  the  promotion  of  those  to  authority 
among  us,  by  whom  these  measures  are  proposed. 
For  what  benefits,  should  such  measures  prevail, 
has8hesota  right  to  expect?  What  evils — what 
dangers  to  our  country — to  its  independence  and 
liberty,  have  we  not  reason  to  apprehend?  With 
a  monopoly  of  half  our  exports;  with  a  mortgage 
on  oar  whole  public  domain;  with  near  three  hun- 
dred millions  of  strck,  State  and  corporate,  invest- 
ed in  our  country;  with  British  agents,  mercantile 
and  otherwise,  innumerable  in  our  importing  cities; 
with  a  language,  a  commerce,  a  kindred,  a  litera- 


ture, and  a  common  law,  each  a  medium  of  her 
influence  upon  us;  with  her  habits  and  manners, 
her  tavtes  and  I  ash  ions,  already  visible  through- 
out our  Atlantic  frontier;  with  provinces  and 
armies  on  our  borders;  with  questions  pending  most 
threatening  to  the  peace  of  trie  nations;  with  a  na- 
tural hostility  to  the  forms  of  a  Government  whose 
example  endangers  her  own;  with  her  military  re- 
sources and  armaments,  vast  as  they  are,  on  land 
and  sea;  with  these,  and  all  these  means  of  action 
and  motives  to  act,  what  has  she  not  a  reason  to 
hope,  and  we  to  fear,  if,  at  any  time  hereafter,  a 
party,  however  small,  should  be  found  in  our  midit, 
willing  to  second  her  views  of  ambitiont 

Already  is  England  deeply  interested,  through 
the  stocks  of  her  bankers,  in  our  State  legislation. 
Already  has  she  inducements  to  interpose  in  our 
affairs.  But  great  as  her  interests  are,  and  strong 
her  motives,  both  will  increase  a  bundled  fold 
should  the  proposed  measures  prevail.  Should 
this  Government  blend  its  legislation  with  that  of 
the  States,  and  thus,  as  the  national  power,  afford  a 
pretext  for  making  the  security  of  this  British  capi- 
tal a  question  of  peace  or  war,  then  will  British  in- 
fluence be  felt  in  all  its  energy;  then  will  it  enter, 
not  as  heretofore,  sl>ly  and  incidentally,  into  our 
political  struggles,  but  with  system,,  openly,  and  as 
a  matter  of  pretended  right;  then  will  it  perrade  our 
public  councils,  form  (he  basis  of  a  British  faction 
among  us,  and  eventually  stamp  the  impress  of 
England  upon  Amcrcan  legislator.  And,  sir, 
who  cat*  doubt — who  that  acknowledges  any  alle- 
giance to  truth  dares  to  doubt,  that  the  influence  of 
England  has  been  felt — deeply  and  dangerously 
telt — in  producing  that  state  of  things  which  brings 
these  measures  now  before  Ub?  What  British 
steamer,  for  the  last  three  years,  has  s  ruck  your 
shore,  whese  shock  did  not  vibrate  throughout  the 
land?  When  did  tr.e  Bank  ot  England  sp  ak  to 
the  commercial  world,  that  your  paper  system  did 
not  quiver  in  all  its  fibres?  When  did  your  banks 
su-pend — when  contract  or  inflate  the  currency— 
when  did  they  either  of  these,  withr  ut  find- 
ing in  England  a  reason  for  their  conduct? 
Never.  And  think  you  that  a  nation  so  vigilant  c<f 
her  iuterest  as  the  British — so  ambitious  of  domi- 
nion— so  deadly  hostile  to  this  people,  to  liberty 
here  and  the  world  over— so  prone  to  interpose  in 
the  affairs  of  all  others— with  motives  so  strong, 
and  means  fo  adequate,  to  aid  in  the  change  of  our 
councils: — think  you  that  she  stood  indifferent  to 
the  recent  contest,  when,  through  the  agency  of  ber 
stocks,  the  machinery  of  the  paper  system,  through 
the  curtailment  of  our  currency,  the  reduction  of 
our  prices,  the  consequent  distress  and  discontent  of 
the  people,  she  could  affect  that  contest,  and  se- 
cure the  triumph  of  Tisr  measures?  No.  Impossi- 
ble. England  takes  care  of  Eogland's  interests, 
wherever  they  may  be;  nor  will  she  ever  want 
friends  where  those  interests  require  them. 

But  stop  1  The  Senator  from  viassacbusetts,  in- 
dignant as  when,  but  a  moment  before,  he  imputed 
to  others  the  crime  of  being  enemies  to  America, 
exclaims,  "I  am  tired  of  hearing  this  British  in- 
fluence talked  of.*1  Indeed  I  And  wherefore  tired? 
Has  not  that  sound  been  long  familiar  to  him? 
Heard  he  not  those  words  during  cur  recent  war 
with  England?  when  that  England,  forgetful  of  our 
common  origin,  regardless  of  all  the  dictates  of  hu- 
manity and  justice,  of  religion  and  of  honor — re- 
gardless of  the  rights  of  civilization  itself— em- 
ployed the  hereditary  vengeance  of  the  Indian 
tribes  against  our  people;  employed  the  hatchet  of 
indiscriminate  massacre,  not  only  in  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, but  in  the  slaughter,  upon  their  farms,  of  the  un- 
offending citizens  of  the  frontier— men  and  wo- 
men, old  and  young — sparing  not  even  the  poor 
Utile  children?  Heard  he  not  then  those  words, 
when,  in  the  solitude  of  the  wilderness,  remote 
from  all  succor,  the  Western  seller,  returning 
with  the  coming  night  to  his  lonely  cabin, 
might  fnd  that  cabin  wrapped  in  fire;  might  see 
by  its  blaze  the  furious  features  of  the  brawny 
savage  as  he  raised  himself  up  fr*m  his  deed  of 
death,  holding  in  one  hand  the  bleeding  scalp,  and, 
with  a  wild  and  horrid  glee,  brandishing  with  the 
other  the  reeking  tomahawk  over  the  cloven  brain 
of  the  wife;  whilst  the  infant,  yet  alive,  clung  for 
protection  to  the  mangled  corpse  of  its  mother,  and 


turned  a  mercy-imploring  eye  upon  her  murderer; 
—heard  not  that  Senator  of  British  influence  meal 
And  if  not,  where  was  be?  Where,  in  that  day  e€ 
his  country's  danger,  when  with  her  borders  in 
flames,  her  Capitol  in  ashes,  her  energies  strung  to 
their  utmost  tension,  she  stre'ched  forth  her  bands, 
and,  with  a  parent's  voice,  demanded  the  aid,  the 
counsel,  and  courage  of  all  her  sods;— where  in 
that  day,  was  the  man  who  now,  when  England's 
interests  are  involved,  denounces  Democrats  as 

Sublic  enemies,  for  refusing  obedience  to  a 
iritbh  edict?  Where  then  was  he?  Did  he  re- 
spond to  that  call  of  his  country?  or  did  he  scoff 
at  her  calamities,  and,  utterly  insensible  to  the 
sufferings  of  his  fellow-citizens  from  conflagra- 
tion and  massacre,"  did  he,  as  a  member  of  the  other 
House,  answer  their  cries  for  aid,  by  refusing; 
even  bread  and  clothing  to  the  troops  marching  to 
their  relief— marching  to  put  out  the  fires,  and  to 
save  the  victim*?  I  ask  these  questions,  and  I  ap- 
peal to  the  journals  of  Congress — yes,  to  this  whole 
nation — to  answer. 

Recent  occurrences,  Mr.  President,  have  thrown 
a  dark  pall  over  the  face  of  the  land.  Causes,  in- 
numerable, each  in  its  way  threatening  the  public 
freedom,  have  collected  about  us.  To  those  pre- 
inclined  to  despondency,  the  future  presents,  there- 
fore, a  dreary  and  a  dismal  prospect.  But  to  the 
high  hearted/ untiring  democracy,  there  is  nothing 
in  that  future  to  excite  terror  or  despair,  for,  united 
in  purpose  and  in  action,  and  roused  by  the  great 
object  of  a  nation's  deliverance,  such  a  party  cannot 
be  withstood  in  a  cause  so  just  and  glorious.  Cou- 
rage, (hen,  my  friend?;  let  us  draw  fresh  courage 
from  the  very  presence  and  magnitude  of  the  dan- 
ger, and  wLh  confidence  unabatrd  in  the  general 
body  of  the  people,  let  us  rally  in  one  great  effort 
to  the  coming  strife.  Then  will  the  league  of  am- 
bition and  avarice,  now  formed  against  us,  be 
speedily  broken;  then  will  the  Constitution  be  re- 
stored to  life,  law  to  its  dominion,  truth  to  its  au- 
thority, and  justice  to  its  rights.  No;  let  none  de- 
spair. The  source  of  all  power  and  of  all  hope— 
the  heart  of  the  nation — is  still  sound  to  the  core; 
still  are  the  forms  of  the  Government  left;  and  still, 
over  our  infant  liberty,  the  guardian  star  keeps 
watch  in  the  sky.  Long  may  it  yet  elude  the  search 
o/  the  tyrant;  and  if,  in  after  days,  when  grown  to 
maturity,  the  high  priests  and  money-changers  shall 
conspire  to  bring  it  to  the  cross,  there,  even  there, 
in  pity  and  in  mercy  to  poor  human  nature,  will  it, 
amid  the  last  agony,  invoke,  "Father,  forgive  them; 
they  know  not  what  they  do.9' 

REMARKS  OP  MR.  SMITH, 

OF  INDIANA, 
Iniht  Heme  o/  /fcpresenialivw,  February  25,  1841 — 
Oa    the  navy  appropriation  bill;   the  question 
pending  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Saltoh* 
bTiLL  to  augment  the  appropriation  "for  the  in- 
crease, repair,  armament,  and  equipment  of  the 
navy,  and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commis- 
sion," from  $1,425,000  to  12,000,000. 
Mr.  SMITH,  after  some  preliminary  remarks, 
in  which  he  said  he  should  trespass  but  a  short 
time  on  the  patience  of  the  committee,,  expressed 
his  intention  to  vote  against  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Sal* 

TONSTaLL.] 

Mr.  S.  then  referred  to  the  previous  speeches  in 
favor  of  the  amendment,  and  commented  with 
some  severity  on  the  inconsistencies  of  certain  gen- 
tlemen in  attempting  to  explain  sway  their  past 
scruples  about  "extravagance,"  etc.  Those  gen- 
tlemen after  having,  for  the  last  few  years,  raised 
an  incessant  clamor  about  "retrenchment  and  re* 
form,"  now  appeared  willing  to  act  upon  the  very 
system  they  had  been  so  vehemently  condemning. 
But,  in  order  to  escape  the  conclusion  which  must 
necessarily  be  drawn  upon  their  strange  conduct, 
they  veered  roand  and  now  asserted  that  they  did 
really  want  reform;  but  a  reform,  not  of  money, 
but  of  principle.  Now,  what  was  to  be  made  of 
this?  Could  there  be  a  reform  ot  principle  without 
a  reform  of  money?  Could  gentlemen  be  said  to 
have  reformed  in  principle,  when,  at  the  same 
time,  they  were  advocating  the  most  extravagant 
appropriations?    The  idea  was  preposterous.    It 
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was  a  distinction  without  a  difference,  and  the  weak 
and  miserable  attempt  at  excuse  would  be  properly 
appreciated  by  the  public  mind. 

Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  aspersions 
cast  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  whom  some 
gentleman  bad  sneered  at  as  a  mere  "novel  writer," 
and  had  asked  what  could  be  expected  from  such 
a  person.  In  answer  to  this,  Mr.  S.  said  he  would 
as  soon  trust  the  affairs  of  the  Navy  in  the 
hands  of  a  "novel  writer,"  as  to  a  man  who  had 
been  immured  all  bis  life  in  a  law  library.  (Mr. 
S.  here,  the  Reporter  presumes,  had  reference  to 
the  future  Secretary,  Mr.  Badger.) 

Mr.  S.  repeated  that  be  considered  it  his  impera- 
tive duty  to  vote  against  the  amendment,  inasmuch 
as  it  asked  an  increase  of  the  appropriation  much 
beyond  that  which  bad  been  recommended  by  those 
whose  peculiar  duty  it  was  to  attend  to  the  interests 
of  the  Navy,  and  who  had  it  under  their  especial 
charge.  Mr.  S.  contended  that  it  was  to  be  pre* 
sumed  that  those  who  bad  the  subject  under  their 
especial  charge,  ought  to  know  best  what  amount 
of  money  was  required. 

After  some  further  remarks  on  the  above  bead, 
Mr.£.  said  it  Would  be  impossible  for  gentlemen 
to  carry  out  their  promised  system  of  reform  unless 
they  commence  by  cutting  down  all  unnecessary 
appropriations. 

My  colleague  (said  Mr.  S.)  has  raid  that  he  did 
not  complain  so  much  about  the  amount  of  money 
expended  by  the  present  Administration,  as  the 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  expended.  Now,  be 
(Mr.  S.)  was  unable  to  comprehend  the  distinction. 

Mr.  S.  next  proceeded  to  notice  the  strange  in- 
consistency of  the  Opposition,  in  first  raising  a 
storm  about  the  amount  of  money  which  had  been 
expended  by  the  present  Administration,  and  then 
in  the  same  breath  proposing  to  run  up  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  coming  administration  to  five  times 
the  amount. 

The  mover  of  the  amendment  [Mr.  Saltonstall] 
had  pursued  a  most  extraordinary  course,  for,  but  a 
short  time  ago,  he  had  been  sending  documents 
through  the  land,  complaining  of  the  extravagance 
of  the  Administration,  and  now  be  had  been  de- 
claming  against  the  same  Administration  for  %lmean 
parwnony." 

Mr.  8.  then  went  on  to  show  that  the  charges  of 
gentlemen  that  the  navy  had  been  neglected,  was 
without  the  least  foundation.  So  far  from  the  in- 
terests of  that  branch  of  the  public  service  having 
been  neglected,  it  must  be  obvious  to  all  who  would 
take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  documents,  that  the 
navy  had  been  materially  increased  during  the  last 
few  years.  He  then  showed  the  great  amount  of 
money  that  had  been  appropriated  for  that  branch 
of  the  service,  and  was  surprised  that  gentlemen 
should  make  such  charges  as  they  had.  He  sin- 
cerely hoped  that  they  would,  in  future,  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  the  documents  to  tee  what  had 
really  been  done,  before  they  proceeded  to  make 
charges  so  utterly  devoid  of  foundation. 

Those  who  bad  this  particular  object  under  their 
control  were,  it  must  be  admitted,  most  likely  to 
know  what  was  really  wanted. 

Bat  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  say  that  the  Navy 
Board,  like  every  other  body  who  had  a  particular 
branch  under  their  care,  were  apt  to  thinlf  that  on 
that  particular  branch  alone  depended  entirely  the 
interests  of  the  country.  This  was  very  natural, 
hut  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  supervise  the 
estimates,  and,  when  needed,  cut  down  the  appro- 
priations recommended. 

In  saying  this,  however,  he  (Mr.  S.)  wished  to 
be  understood  as  being  willing  for  ample  appro- 
priations for  the  navy,  although  he  would  not  vote 
for  an  extravagant  appropriation. 

Mr.  S.  in  referring  to  the  feelings  of  Western 
people  on  this  subject,  said  he  did  not  pretend  to 
be  an  exponent  of  Western  feeling,  but  still  he 
thought  he  had  carried  out  the  principles  on  which 
he  was  elected.  But,  (said  Mr.  S.)  my  colleague 
[Mr.  PaoFPiT]  wot  elected  as  a  "reformer."  But, 
let  our  actions  and  our  votes  on  this  floor  show 
who  has  been  the  real  reformer.  The  people  of  the 
West  expected  that  the  appropriations  ought  to  be 
cut  down,  and  thai,  in  their  opinion,  was  reform. 
_  Mr.  8.  next  proceeded  to  notice  the  fortification 
bill  reported  by  Mr.  Waddy  Thompson,  from  the 


Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  That  gentleman 
(said  Mr.  S.)  has  introduced  a  bill  involving  an 
amount  of  two  and  a  half  milliens,  and  yet  he 
claims  to  be  a  reformer!  H«  reads  us  a  ho- 
mily about  fortifications  at  the  South,  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  etc.  He  tells  us  a  story 
that  the  cities  of  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
New  Orleans,  an£  other  great  commercial  cities, 
might  be  destroyed,  or  laid  under  contribution  by 
an  enemy,  in  our  present  defenceless  state.  But 
he  would  ask  the  gentleman  how  we  managed  at 
the  last  war,  when  we  were  much  weaker  than  we 
were  at  present — when  our  resources  were  not  to 
be  compared  with  those  we  now  possessed;  and 
yet  we  defended  New  Orleans,  without  any  such 
fortifications  as  the  gentleman  deemed  necessary. 
The  gentleman  would  bear  in  mind  that  the  pa- 
triotic sons  of  the  West,  with  a  few  cotton  bags, 
gallantly  repulsed  the  enemy,  and  carried  death 
and  destruction  into  their  ranks.  It  was  done  then; 
and  if  the  same  patriotism  now  glowed  in  the  bo- 
soms of  the  people  of  the  West,  it  could  be  done 
again. 

Mr.  S.  went  on  to  say,  that  he  was  apprehen- 
sive that  gentlemen  did  not  present  their  real  rea- 
sons for  asking  such  large  appropriations.  There 
was  something  behind  thecurtain — pome  movement 
which  was  calculated  to  be  kept  from  the  public 
eye.  So,  in  order  to  get  the  people  to  do  that 
which  they  would  never  do  voluntarily,  this  cry 
about  the  defenceless  state  of  the  country  was 
raised,  as  a  pretext  forgetting  appropriations.  The 
only  way  to  reform,  was  to  cut  down,  instead  of  in- 
creasing, the  appropriations.  But  gentlemen  said 
they  were  about  to  reform  on  principle.  That  was 
rather  a  strange  assertion,  to  reform  on  principle, 
without  reforming  in  their  expenditures.  He  wished 
some  gentleman  would  be  kind  enough  to  give  a  de- 
finition of  what  was  meant  by  a  reform  of  princi' 
pie,  and  a  reform  of  money.  How  were  they  to  re- 
form on  principle,  without  reforming  in  money? 

Mr.  S.  then  alluded  to  the  favorite  measures 
which  the  friends  of  the  coming  Administration  de- 
sired to  carry,  such  as  a  high  tariff,  a  National 
Bank,  Ac.  He  intimated  that  the  people,  under 
the  present  feeling  of  exultation  and  excitement, 
might  easily  be  led  to  rally  round  any  popular 
leader,  around  whom  they  would  freely  rush  for 
the  carrying  of  any  system  of  "reform**  he  might 
think  proper  to  recommend.  The  people,  at  the 
present  moment,  did  not  stop  te  reason,  but  were 
under  the  inflnence  of  a  high  eicitement.  The  fact 
was,  that  now  enthusiasm  had  got  tht  belter  of  rea- 
son. But  when  the  people  should  have  time  to  re- 
flect calmly,  they  would  not  so.  easily  be  brought  to 
support  the  schemes  now  desired.  When  the  peo- 
people  should  have  time  to  look  around  them,  after 
the  waves  of  political  excitement  should  have  sub- 
sided, then  reason,  and  not  passion,  would  rule. 
But  gentlemen  were  afraid  to  wait  until  that  time. 
They  must  seize  the  present  moment,  or  they  knew 
they  would  have  no  hope. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  S.  contended 
that  he  would  prefer  the  estimates  of  the  committee 
to  those  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  advocated  an 
increase  of  the  appropriation. 

But  (said  Mr.  S  )  1  have  another  reason,  though 
I  do  not  rely  upon  that,  for  voting  against  the 
amendment.  By  keeping  down  the  expenditures, 
it  would  prevent  the  necessity  of  calling  an  extra 
session.  If  the  appropriations  were  kept  within 
proper  bounds,  there  would  then  exist  no  reason 
for  a  called  session;  and  he  presumed  that,  under 
such  circumstances,  the  coming  Administration 
would  not  dare  to  commit  so  flagrant  an  act  as  to 
call  an  extra  session,  unless,  in  the  event  of  an 
< 'extraordinary  occasion,1*  such  as  foreign  war,  &c 

Mr.  S.  concluded  by  saying  that  he  would  vote 
for  the  bill  as  presented  by  the  committee,  unless 
stronger  reasons  should  be  urged  in  favor  of  the 
amendment. 


REMARKS  OP  MR.  SMITH  OF  INDIANA, 
On  Friday  evening,  the  96ft  of  Feoruory,  1841, 
pending  the  same  amendment. 
After  Mr.  Wick  sat  down,  Mr.  Proppit  obtain- 
ed the  floor,  and,  at  considerable  length,  gave  his 
views  in  favor  of  the  amendment  to  the  Navy  Ap- 
priation  bill,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wick,  and  to  the 


speech  of  Mr.  Smith  made  a  few  days  before  on 
the  same  bill.  Mr.  Paoppir  spoke  of  the  position 
of  Mr.  Wick,  but  regretted  that  he  did  not  see  him 
in  his  place.  He  said  he  was  imfcrmed  that  his 
colleague  (Mr.  Wick)  had  made  statements  deny- 
ing what  he  had  said  of  that  gentleman's  position 
on  a  former  occasion;  if  so,  he  stood  ready  to  prove 
it  in  half  an  hour.  He  regretted,  be  said,  to  see 
he  was  not  in  his  place,  but  he  hoped,  if  he  had 
any  colleague  that  heard  him,  he  would  answer. 

Mr.  SMITH  rose  and  said,  he  would  not  under- 
take to  speak  or  explain  for  bis  colleague,  (Mr. 
Wick,)  who  was  so  able  to  speak  for  himself,  bat 
he  would  repeat  what  he  did  say,  as  be  understood 
him.  He  said  "that  it  was  true  that  once  be  did 
support  Mr.  Clay,  but  when  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
elected  President,  be  supported  him;  and  at  the 
time  of  his  election  to  Congress,  it  was  well  under- 
stood and  fully  known  to  bis  constituents.1* 

Mr.  Proppit  proceeded  and  said,  let  his  col- 
leagues go  home  and  tell  the  people  of  Indians, 
whose  districts  are  against  them  1,500,  2,000,  and 
thousands,  that  they  have  been  deluded  by  coon- 
skins,  log-cabins,  etc.  and  he  ventured  the  return 
from  that  State  would  return  0— pretty  much  what 
it  is  now. 

Mr.  Smith  arose  and  demanded  of  Mr.  P.  to 
locate  his  remarks,  and  state  which  of  his  col- 
leagues had  ever,  in  debate,  used  the  words  "coon- 
skins"  or  "log  cabin,"  or  in  any  way  impugned  the 
intelligence  of  the  people.  He  said  he  bad  not 
even  heard  such  remarks. 

Mr.  Paoppit  replied  that  General  Howard  had. 

Mr.  Smith  remarked  (sitting  down)  it  was  not 
brave  to  fight  the  dead  or  absent. 

Mr.  Proppit,  after  some  other  remarks  mainly 
addressed  to  Mr.  S.  took  bis  seat. 

Mr.  Smith  arose  to  reply  amidst  loud  cries  for 
the  question. 

Mr.  Waddy  Thompson  gave  notice  that  he 
would  enforce  the  rule,  and  require  gentlemen  to 
keep  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Smith  appealed  to  the  magnanimity  of 
the  House,  whether  they  would  enforce  the  rale 
upon  him,  and  cut  him  off  from  a  reply  to  the  re- 
marks made  by  his  colleague — made/  at  broad- 
cast— impugning  himself  and  his  colleagues.  He 
did  not  apprehend  that  such  a  course  would  be 
taken. 

[Cries  of  "no,  no!  go  on!  go  on!"  from  all  quar- 
ters.] 

Mr.  S.  said  he  did  net  propose  to  be  tedious;  and 
that  it  should  not  be  thought  that  his  remarks  were 
totally  irrelevant,  he  would  say  as  much  about  the 
amendment  as  any  gentleman  had  said,  and  that  be 
would  say  in  a  very  few  words;  and  that  was,  he 
was  opposed  to  it,  and  should  vote  against  it 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  in  the  remarks  he  made  a  few 
days  ago,  he  did  refer  to  bis  colleague,  [Mr.  Prof- 
pit,]  but  regretted  that  he  was  not  in  his  place.  His 
reference  was  very  brief  on  that  account;  but  what 
he  said  then,  he  would  recapitulate  now.  That 
was,  that  he  did  not  think  his  colleague  was  a  cor- 
rect exponent  of  public  sentiment  for  the  West, 
when  he  stated  that  he  would  vote  the  amend- 
ment, two  millions  or  five  millions  for  the  navy,  or 
that  he  would  be  willing  to  see  the  public  domain 
pledged,  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  the  navy. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  knew  that  the  people  of  the  West 
felt  a  deep  and  patriotic  interest  in  the  navy.  Bat 
they  were  not  willing  to  have  its  whole  weight  sad- 
dled on  them.  His  opinion  was,  they  were  willing 
to  contribute  their  due  proportion  for  its  improve- 
ment and  support,  and  that  on  fair  and  equaJ  prin- 
ciples, and  no  more.  He  might  mistake  public 
sentiment,  but  this  was  his  opinion;  and  further, 
said  Mr.  S.  I  am  opposed  to  the  idea  of  build- 
ing up  and  supporting  a  navy  in  time  of  peace 
equal  to  the  contingency  ot  war.  Such  a  policy 
would  be  suicidal,  and  calculated  to  eat  out  the 
substance  of  the  people.  But  my  colleague  may  be 
right,  and  I  wrong;  but  I  trust  this  issue  to  the 
people.  He  says  he  always  was  opposed  to  thb 
narrow,  contracted  policy.  He  said  in  the  Legtf- 
lature,  when  it  was  unpopular  to  speak  of  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
land,  be  had  taken  bold  ground  in  favor  of 
it,  and  introduced  resolutions  on  that  subject; 
when    graduation,  pre-emption,    reduction,  and 
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cession  was  the  humbug  cry,  he  always  was 
opposed  to  narrow  policy;  he  had  a  contempt  for  it. 
It  was  true,  Mr.  Smith  said,  that  himself  and  co- 
league,  in  the  Legislatuie  of  their  Stale,  were  re- 
garded as  very  opposite  in  politics.  His  colleague 
was  then  for  profuse  expenditure;  and  be  wan  re- 
garded as  a  rigid  economist.  He  said  he  was  sent 
here  as  a  friend  of  the  present  Administration,  and 
his  colleague  came  up  as  a  mighty  reformer  and 
economizer;  bur,  though  measures  were  changed, 
practices  were  not.  Notwithstanding  the  profes- 
sions of  his  colleague,  Mr.  S.  ventured  to  assert  that, 
if  their  votes  were  compared  in  Congress,  his 
colleague  had  voted  to  appropriate  millions  more 
than  he  had.  Sir,  said  Mr.  S.  I  have  been  with 
my  colleague  in  alt  his  efforts  at  boastful  reform. 
I  roted  with  him  last  year  to  reduce  the  salary  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  from  }  3,000  down 
to  f3,500.  I  was  prepared  to  go  any  length  with 
him  in  reform,  and  knew  I  should  not  hazard 
much.  But,  to  my  mortification,  be  comes  out 
this  year,  disclaims  that  act,  and  says  it  is  the  only 
bad  act  he  has  done  since  here.  In  his  disclaimer 
he  includes  me  in  his  crimes,  if  it  be  one;  but,  I  can 
hear  it.  I  differ  with  him  in  the  opinion  that  it  is 
the  only  bad  act;  I  incline  to  think  it  is  the  only 
good  act,  and  I  am  glad  to  thare  his  good  deeds, 
and  avoid  the  bad.  But  I  must  confess,  siid  Mr. 
8. 1  was  somewhat  astonished  when  my  colleague 
made  the  motion  to  reduce  that  officer's  salary, 
well  recollecting,  in  our  Stale  Legislature,  that  that 
gentleman  sustained  and  eupported  the  payment  of 
a  salary  much  higher  to  our  Chief  Engineer— a  sa- 
lary in  proper; ion  to  our  revenues,  about  equal  to 
the  sum  total  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  navy 
of  the  United  States  as  compared  with  the  revenues 
of  the  United  States.  Oar  revenues  at  that  time 
was  about  $60,000,  wrung  from  the  hard  earning 
of  the  people  by  taxation,  and  the  revenues  of  the 
Union  not  less  than  $40,000,000.  Sir,  said  Mr.  S. 
the  change  from  extravagance  to  economy  in  my 
friend  is  in  sound,  not  in  substance. 

Mr.  PnoFirr  stated  the  gentleman  (Mr.  8.) 
might  write  out  speeches  at  his  leisure,  Ac. 

Mr.  S.  replied  that  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  writ- 
ing out  speeches;  he  never  had  written  out  one,  and 
he  was  very  careless  that  the  people  knew  what  he 
did  say.  He  did  not  write,  speak,  nor  act  for  tin- 
mortality,  politically,  but  he  was  desirous,  by  his 
votes  and  deportment,  to  represent  his  friends  fairly, 
and  that  he  would  do  so  no  man  knew  better  than  his 
colleague.  It  was  known  to  his  colleague  that  he 
never  was  known  to  recede  an  opinion  for  popular 
favor,  and  he  never  would.  Mr.  S.  said  it  was 
easy  to  say  bold  things  and  speak  big  word*— large 
words  were  as  easily  spoken  as  small  ones — 
but  it  required  force  of  character  to  stand  out 
against  the  storm.  If  my  colleague  insinuates  that 
I  was  not  fully  understood,  at  the  time  of  my  elec- 
tion, by  the  people,  I  feel  bound  to  repel  it,  for  the 
credit  of  my  honorable  competitor,  the  Hon.  Geo. 
H.  Dunn.  I  know,  to  name  him,  many  will  re- 
cognise him  and  recollect  him  as  a  man  of  laiems. 
Sir,  his  ability  will  not  be  disputed.  Then,  sir, 
sorely  if  I  failed,  as '  perhaps  1  did,  to  make,  the 
people  understand  the  question  of  the  Sub-Treasury, 
it  is  not  complimentary  to  him,  that  he  failed  too  as 
he  attempted  to  point  out  its  deformity,  in  seventy- 
five  set  speeches  in  the  district,  before  the  election. 
Sir,  on  no  subject  did  the  people  of  my  district  act 
more  with  their  eyes  open,  than  on  that  occasion. 
Bat,  m j  colleague  says,  he  teaehes  hit  people.  [Here 
Mr.  8.  turned  round  as  to  afford  Mr.  P.  an  oppor- 
tunity to  explain  the  expression,  "ttaeh  his  people.1'] 
I  do  not  teach  mine;  they  teach  me.  If  they  were 
passive  enough  to  abide  my  reaching,  they  might 
assent  to  all  I  do;  but  that  is  not  their  character. 
They  profess  to  know  for  themselves;  and  if  they 
are  not  pleased  with  me,  they  will  teach  me  to 
slay  at  home,  as  they  have  the  power  and  right 
to  do. 

My  colleague  (said  Mr.  8.)  speaks  in  tones  of 
triumph  of  certain  defeat  of  all  his  Democratic 
colleagues.  How  magnanimous  this  is  I  will 
leave  for  others  to  judge.  True  it  is,  there  appear 
to  be  large  majorities  against  us,  and  it  is  very 
probable  that  we  may  not  be  able  to  roll  back  the 
tide  of  public  opinion,  all  may  be  defeated,  and 
perhaps  should  be. 


My  motto  is,  tbe  people  will  do  right;  but  I 
think  he  is  mistaken,  when  he  says  the  Democratic 
party  is  a  dead  corpse,  stinking  and  offensive,  and 
not  worth  kicking  out  of  the  say.  Does  he  not 
recollect  that,  at  the  late  election,  Mr.  Van  Buren 
got  over  50,000  votes,  showing  a  clear  majority 
over  the  assessed  polls  of  the  State?  But,  sir, 
this  fact  aside.  The  numerical  strength  of  the 
party  should  entitle  it  some  respect,  and  it  has 
power  yet  to  make  a  considerable  stir,  especially 
in  the  gentleman's  own  district.  But  (Mr.  S.  said) 
he  could  not  glory  in  the  defeat  of  any  colleague 
with  whom  had  been  associated,  and  he  avowed  he 
entertained  nothing  but  personal  good  will  to  any. 
Mr-  S.  remarked  that  he  had  promised  brevity,  and 
the  marked  attention  of  the  House  admonished  him 
of  his  obligation.  He  thanked  the  House  heartily, 
and  sat  down. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  SMITH  OF  INDIANA, 
In  the  Home  ef  Representatives,  Wednesday,  March 
3,  1841— On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Gravis  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  cf  tbe  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  to  buy  up  the  individual  stock  ia 
the  Ohio  and  Portland  Canal  around  the  falls  of 
the  Ohio  river. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  said  he  did  not  rim  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  speech  on  the  merits  of  the 
proposition  of  the  honorable  member  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Graves. )  Bur,  on  his  side  of  the 
House,  simply  to  restate  the  matter  contained  in 
the  amendment  as  it  was,  and  as  be  understood  it; 
and  he  was  satisfied  if  it  was  understood  it  would 
meet  with  the  entire  approbation  of  the  committee. 
He  thought  it  so  rea5onable  that  it  would  not  meet 
with  any  serious  opposition  from  any  qnarter. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.  it  simply  proposes  to  direct  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  appropriate  the  tolls 
accruing  on  the  Government's  stock  in  that  work 
to  purchase  out  the  individual  stock,  at  the  lowest 
rate  that  it  can  be  bad,  providing  that  he  shall  not 
exceed  a  certain  sum  fixed  by  the  law  proposed. 
Mr.  S.  said  this  bill  did  not  take  any  thing  from  the 
Treasury.  Ifgentlemrn  reflected,  tbe  oppression 
of  that  monopoly  on  the  trade  of  all  the  West,  and 
the  power  of  oppression  it  had  over  those  important 
interests,  be  was  snre  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  would  be  disposed  to  take  up  the  individual 
stock,  and  make  it  free,  as  ths  amendment  contem- 
plates; widen  and  improve  the  work  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  the  great  and  increasing  commerce  of 
that  noble  river,  collecting  only  sufficient  tolls  to 
improve  it  in  a  suitable  manner  for  that  purpose, 
and  keep  it  in  repair.  This  much  I  think  the 
West,  and  the  people  identified  with  this  work,  have 
a  right  to  expect.  He  said  he  coujd  see  no  princi- 
ple that  could  he  brought  to  hear  against  it.  He 
hoped  it  would  be  adopted. 

SPEECH  OF  MIL  LINN, 

OF  MISSOURI, 

In  Senate,  Wednesday,*  January  6,  1841— On  the 

Prospective  Preemption  bill. 

Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky  and  Mr.  Wright  having 
submitted  their  views  of  the  subject, 

Mr.  LINN  rose  to  make  a  few  observations,  and 
to  notice  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay,]  which  referred 
to  what  he  (Mr.  Linn)  had  said,  on  a  former  day, 
in  regard  to  the  application  of  force  to  carry  into 
effect  the  prohibitory  laws  against  those  who  set* 
tied  on  and  used  the  public  lands,  and  for  whose 
benefit  pre-emption  laws  had  been  parsed  by  Con* 
gress  from  time  to  time.  Mr.  L.  had  then  ex- 
prested  the  opinion  that  it  was  physically  impossi- 
ble to  remove,  by  force,  those  who  are  usually 
termed  "squatters"  upon  the  public  domain.  He 
had  often  expressed  that  opinion  here  and  else- 
where: it  was  tbe  settled  conviction  of  his  mind. 
And  he  now  put  the  question  to  the  honorable  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay,]  whether  he 
woold,  were  he  in  the  Executive  chair  of  the 
United  States,  wield  the  military  power  of  the  Go- 
vernment In  an  endeavor  to  dispossess  them?  He 
would  like  to  see  the  man  who  would  avow  such 
an  intention.  The  orders  undoubtedly  might  be 
issued;  but  could  the  officers  of  the  army  execute 
them,  even  if  they  would!    He  apprehended  not 


On  "this  subject,  it  might  be  well  to  advert  to  what 
had  been  said,  and  said  so  well,  by  his  friend  from 
Arkansas,  [Mr.  Sevier,]  tbe  other  day,  of  this  ex- 
periment, when  tried  only  in  a  very  small  way. 
Orders  were  given  to  tbe  military,  and  the  officers 
attempted,  nay,  did,  remove  the  settlers  from  what 
is  called  Lovely's  Purchase,  which  had  been 
wrenched  from  tbe  Territory  of  Arkansas  by  a 
treaty  with  some  tribe  of  Indians  within  the  bor- 
ders of  an  old.  State,  and  for  the  benefit  and  ac- 
commodation of  that  State.  The  district  of  country 
thus  severed  from  the  Territory  was  three  hundred 
miles  in  length  and  forty  miles  wide.  The 
officers  bad  no  sooner  executed  their  orders,  and 
turned  their  backs,  than  the  inhabitants  returned 
to  the  lands  which  they  claimed.  Their  houses 
bad  been  burned;  they  rebuilt  them.  Their  crops 
had  been  cut  up  and  destroyed;  tbey  replanted 
them !  Tbey  were  driven  off  a  second  time,  and  a 
second  time  they  returned  1  Thus  they  persevered 
until  the  Government  gave  up  the  contest;  and 
finally  granted  to  each  family,  as  an  Indemnity  for 
their  losses,  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land ;  whilst  those  who  had  respected  the  laws, 
and  quietly  quitted  their  homes,  in  obedience  to  the 
orders  of  the  Government,  will  receive  but  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  by  a  bill  which  passed  ih;s 
house  only  a  few  days  ago.  Now,  if  the  power 
of  the  Government  could  not  enforce  its  prohibi- 
tions in  the  single  State  of  Arkansas,  at  that  time 
a  feeble  and  dependent  territory,  how  was  it  likely 
to  succeed  through  the  extended  line  from  Lake 
Superior  to  the  Sabine  rivet?  Before  such  an  ope- 
ration could  even  be  attempted,  you  must  augment 
the  numbers  of  your  army,  for  the  whole  military 
force  of  the  country,  as  it  now  star  ds,  would  be 
totally  inadequate  to  to  accomplish  such  an  object. 
The  very  idea  has  in  it  something  ludicrous,  not  to 
say  Quixotic,  to  those  acquainted  with  the  nature 
of  the  subject.  It  wtnld  certainly  be  a  most 
amusing  spectacle  to  behold  our  gallant  and 
hivalric  officers  occupied  in  driving  the  helpless 
women  and  inoffensive  children  from  their  homes 
and  habitations,  whilst  their  fathers  and  husbands 
were  ready,  with  their  rifles,  to  pour  upon  them 
certain  destruction  from  the  woods  and  thickets ! 
The  very  attempt  would  lead  to  their  extermina- 
tion, thereby  adducing  a  new  proof  that  there  is  but 
one  step  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous !  The 
truth  is,  that  the  law  prohibiting  such  tettlement 
was  practically  a  dead  letter,  and  must  remain  so. 

In  Our  early  history  there  was  no  law  prohibit- 
ing our  people  trcm%  settling  where  they  pleased 
on  the  unoccupied  public  lands.  The  first  law 
upon  that  subject  was  passed  in  1807,  and  seemed 
to  be  intended  against  those  who  claimed  lands  un- 
der the  French  and  Spanish  grants  in  Louisiana, 
and  the  object  was  to  prevent  those  who  had  only 
an  inchoate  title  under  such  grants  from  go- 
ing upon  the  public  domain,  and  locating  and 
surveying  such  claims  as  had  not  been  survey- 
ed; and  a  most  iniquitous  law  it  was.  He 
would  speak  with  respect  of  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress, but  such  was  his  opinion  of  that  law,  and 
heconcf  ived  it  might  easily  be  proved.  He  now 
repeated  his  assertion,  that  the  attempt  to  pass  any 
law  to  restrain  the  American  prople  from  settling 
on  the  public  lands  was  worse  than*  useless.  Con- 
gress might  employ  itself  in  passing  such  edicts  as 
often  as  it  pleased,  but  it  never  could  have  one  of 
them  effectually  enforced. 

As  to  pre-emption  laws,  there  were  now  whole 
districts  occupied  under  them;  which  would  have 
remained  a  howling  wilderness  for  years  but  for 
the  settlers  having  preceded  your  surveyors;  and  it 
is  now  an  important  policy  to  bring  those  lands  into 
market  They  would  yield  the  Treasury  millions 
of  dollars  for  the  benefit  of  General  Harrison's 
administration;  and  were  it  not  for  our  pre  erup- 
tion laws,  these  districts  would  have  been  but  slow- 
ly occupied. 

The  honorable  Senator  seemed  earnestly  to  de- 
precate any  changes  being  made  in  our  Jand  sys- 
tem. Sir,  that  system  has  been  constantly  chang- 
ing from  the  very  beginning.  Up  to  the  year  1807, 
it  is  believed  that  there  existed  no  law  against  tres- 
passing upon  the  public  domain.  Antecedent  to 
the  year  1320,  it  was  a  system  of  c> edit,  which 
was,  in  its  effects,  a  pre-emption  law,  because  it  en- 
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ablecT  the  poor  man  to  take  possession  of  a  choice 
piece  of  land,  on  the  payment  of  a  few  dollars,  and 
allowed  him  the  period  of  five  yean  to  pay  up  ihe 
remainder  by  instalments,  which  he  could  easily 
Accomplish  from  the  prod  ace  of  his  labor.  Most 
certainly  it  was  not  for  the  benefit  of  these  real  set- 
tlers, and  cultivators  of  the  soil,  that  any  change 
Was  made  in  the  system,  bnt  almost  exclusively  for 
•those  who  bought  on  speculation.  In  1820  a 
change  was  made  to  the  cash  system.  In  1814  a 
partial  pre-emption  bill  passed;  and  again,  in  1899 
or  1830,  a  general  pre-emption  law  was  enacted, 
which  altered  the  system  in  many  particulars.  He 
woald  regret  to  see  that  part  of  the  system  changed 
which  regulated  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands. 
The  general  principle  of  pre-emption  itself  was  the 
original  plan  of  the  old  thirteen  States  of  the  Revo- 
lution, which  enabled  them  essentially  to  battle 
successfully  with  the  mightiest  empire  of  the 
world! 

This,  then,  was  the  original  system  in  regard  to 
our  new  lands,  and  a  good  one  it  certainly  was. 
Virginia  bad  her  pre-emption  law*,  which  extended 
to  Kentucky,  at  an  early  period.  Much  of  the 
lands  in  Kentucky,  situated  in  the  Green  river 
country,  sold  for  a  few  cents  the  acre  under  the 
headright  occupancy,  which  was  no  more  nor  less 
than  a  pre-emption  law.  By  the  old  laws  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  he  believed  of  most  of  the  other  At- 
lantic States,  a  mere  nominal  payment  of  (1a  pen- 
ny" or  "a  peppercorn,"  or  the  girdling  of  a  (ew 
tree?,  or  the  building  of  a  log  cabin,  was  considered 
an  ample  equivalent  tor  the  land.  The  public  lands 
were  not  then  expected  to  produce  any  amount  of 
money;  that  was  not  the  object  in  view,  but  to  get 
them  settled  as  speedily  as  possible;  nor  would 
they  ever  have  yielded  the  Government  a  single 
dollar,  but  for  that  enterprising  line  of  hardy  set- 
tlers, who  literally  buried  themselves  id  the  woods 
and  wilds,  and  preceded  what  was,  now-a-days, 
falsely  called  "good  society. " 

When  the  second  line  of  settlers  advanced,  they 
were  glad  to  behold  the  wilderness  already  opened 
for  their  progress,  and  some  comfortable  cabins 
ready  built  for  their  reception.  The  same  system, 
In  substance,  though  its  form  might  be  modified 
sligh'ly,  must  still  continue  to  prevail;  and  he 
would  dtfy  the  Government  to  change  it.  Much 
as  the  American  people  respected  the  laws,  ihey 
would  never  for  one  moment  submit  to  have  their 
hardy  and  enterprising  fellow-citizens  driven  from 
those  lands,  which  received  all  their  value  from 
their  toil,  by  a  band  of  mercenary  soldiers 

Mr.  L.  hoped  that  gentlemen  fron  the  East 
and  from  the  South  would  not  vo  soon  forget  the 
circumstances  under  which  their  own  forefathers 
had  occupied  and  settled  those  portions  of  the 
Union.  He  hoped,  also,  they  would  not  forget  the 
incubus  which  Ihe  legislation  of  Congress  had  im- 
posed upon  the  people  of  the  extreme  West,  entire- 
ly FOR  THE  BENEFIT  OF  THE  "OLD  STATES,"  by  Con- 
gregating, upon  their  borders  a  numerous  and  vin- 
dictive body  of  Indian  warriors,  whose  presence, 
power,  and  angry  passions,  were  as  a  smouldering 
volcaao,  rtady,  at  a  moment,  to  burst  forth  with  all 
its  fury,  and  pour  down  devastation  on  the  sur- 
rounding settlers !  The  settlers  were  fully  aware 
Of  their  danger,  nnd  were  anxious  to  prepare  them- 
selves against  it  by  every  means  in  their  power. 
They  desired  nothing  better  than  to  have  their 
ranks  swollen  by  the  tide  of  emigration,  and  it  mat- 
tered little  to  them  from  what  quarter  of  the  globe 
it  came.  It  was  comparatively  indifferent  to  them 
whether  those  who  contributed  so  much  to  their  se- 
curity were  naturalized  citizens  or  not.  The  mo- 
ment the  foreigner  settled  by  their  side,  he  became 
a  participator  in  the  common  danger  and  priva- 
tion, and  it  is  well  known  with  what  facility  the 
most  heterogeneous  masses  of  men  are  combined 
and  amalgamated  into  one  body,  and  how  soon 
they  become  uniform  and  nation*!  when  assembled 
together  under  similar  circumstances. 

Many  years  ago  the  General  Government 
adopted  atyttem  which  was  we»k  and  unwise,  ia 
his  (Mr.  Linn's)  apprehension,  in  regard  to  a  por- 
tion of  the  public  lands  which  abounded  with  lead 
ore.  It  certainly  was  a  weak  policy,  considering 
the  object  in  view,  although  its  results  were  diffe- 
rent.   In  the  year  1833,  or  1833,  the  Government 


invited  alf  vho  chose  to  come  upon  thai  portion  of 
the  pubic  land  which  contained,  or  was  supposed 
to  contain,  mineral  substaaces,  and  dig  fur  their 
mineral  wealth,  in  order  that  their  labor,  through  a 
tax  on  lead)  by  way  of  rent,  might  operate  as  a 
source  of  revenue  to  the  United  States.  Multi- 
tudes of  hardy  misers  from  the  old  world,  and 
from  the  new,  availed  themselves  of  that  opportu- 
nity to  become  our  tenants;  they  were  settled  on 
the  mineral  lands  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  at  the 
time  when  Black  Hawk,  with  his  band  of  well 
trained  and  well  armed  followers,  crossed  over  that 
river,  and  placed  himself  between  Galena  and  the 
recent  settlements  in  Illinois  and  Wukonsan. 
Now,  sir,  but  for  the  bravery  and  efficient  services 
of  that  hardy  mining  population,  the  whole  fron- 
tier would  perhaps  have  been  laid  waste  by  brand 
and  tomahawk,  before  the  army  could  have  been 
collected  for  their  protection.  Yet  these  heroic  de- 
fenders of  our  infant  settlements,  and  of  the  help- 
less families  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  borders,  were 
"*  quarters;"  many  of  them  were  "intruders"  and 
"trespassers,"  of  whom  some  gentlemen  spoke  in 
such  disparaging  and  unbecoming  language,  though 
their  courage  and  their  patriotism  saved  thousands 
of  lives,  and  millions  of  money  to  the  country  ! 
Situated  as  the  people  were  on  our  Western  bor- 
ders, it  became  them  to  look  to  every  source  for  an 
augmentation  to  their  strength.  Should  the  Indian 
tribes,  who  have  been  so  benevolently,  but  iro provi- 
dently, thrown  on  our  frontier.*,  concentrate  their 
forces  for  an  attack  upon  the  wkites,  the  whole 
military  force  of  the  Government  could  offer  but 
a  feeble  resistance  to  their  murderous  and  preda- 
tory incursions.  They  would  be  swept  from  be- 
fore them  like  chaff  before  the  wind. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  on  the  left  [Mr. 
Crittenden]  had  spoken  of  these  Indians  as  a 
handful  of  poor,  naked,  half-armed  savages,  and 
had  even  insinuated  that  there  was  no  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  any  thing  they  could  do.  But 
was  it  not  the  duty  of  that  gentleman  to  have  in- 
vestigated more  fully  the  actual  slate  of  the  facts, 
before  he  spoke  thus  slightingly  of  the  danger  to  be 
feared  from  an  attack  by  the  Indians  on  wo- 
men and  helpless  children?  There  is,  at  this 
hour,  on  the  frontier  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  a 
body  of  twenty-six  thousand  Indian  warriors,  pre- 
pared, at  any  t>me,  to  take  the  field.  It  is  true  they 
are  now,  by  treaties,  annuitants  of  the  United  States; 
but  let  those  annuities  be  once  paid  off,  and  then 
the  only  bond  which  bound  them  to  us,  or  rather 
restrained  their  savage  thirst  for  slaughter  and  re* 
venge,  would  be  severed  asunder  in  a  moment 
What  restrained  them  now?  Nothing  but  the  re- 
ceipt of  those  annuities,  and  partly  the  dread  of  the 
whites.  But  would  these  always  be  sufficient? 
All  who  were  acquainted  with  the  Indian  character 
knew  that  war  was  their  element,  their  chief  de- 
light and  pride.  Nothing  but  a  visible  force  could 
keep  them  quiet;  it  was  vain  to  tell  them  of  a 
force  they  did  net  see;  it  must  be  presented  to  their 
eyes— visible  and  tangible.  A  people  like  this,  with 
twenty-six  thousand  warriors  on  the  line*,  and 
several  thousand  more  within  striking  distance, 
animated  by  hereditary  and  deadly  hatred  towards 
us,  were  not  to  be  restrained  by  the  fifteen  hundred 
or  two  thousand  troops  the  Government  had  placed 
on  that  frontier.  The  idea  was  preposterous. 
Suppose  our  dispute  with  Great  Bri'ain,  or  any 
other  power,  should  lead  us  into  war— had  (hey  no 
access  to  those  Indians?  And  when  organized  for 
war,  would  they  not  become  the  most  efficient  bo* 
dy  of  men,  of  that  description,  ever  brought  into  the 
field?  Assuredly  they  would.  Whoever  doubted 
this,  knew  but  little  of  the  matter. 

Wnat  had  been  our  past  experience?  All  the  re- 
marks which  some  had  indulged  in  about  the  Indi- 
ans beinz  cowards,  were  totally  erroneous.  Had 
our  settlements  heretofore  found  them  dastards,? 
No:  but  on  the  contrary,  those  Indian  warriors^ 
man  to  man,  were  equal  to  any  troops  upon  the 
earth,  in  bravery  and  determined  resolution.  In 
dexterity,  in  facility  of  movement,  in  wily  strata- 
gem, and  in  the  pov/er  of  endurance,  and  successful 
ambuscade,  they  were  very,  very  far  superior.  Ex- 
posed to  neighbors  like  these,  was  it  unreasonable 
that  the  people  of  Missouri  and  Arkai.sas  were 
anxious  to  invite  amongst  them  all  the  settlers  they 


could  get?  or  that  they  should  be  in  favor  ofjjca- 
emption  laws,  especially  when  it  was  remembjflfi& 
that  those  laws  only  carried  out  the  great  and  |ejr« 
vading  principle  on  which  the  entire  covrusmrt 
had  been  originally  settled.  The  French  and  qp*> 
nish  Governments  required  no  money  from  theajift* 
tiers  of  their  lands;  all  they  demanded  was  limi- 
tation aod  cultivation.  They  wanted  men:  faanj» 
ers,  cultivators  of  the  soil.  And  to  encourage}  * 
spirit  of  devotion  to  the  public  good,  they  rewu)a1 
meritorious  services  by  additional  grants  of  taWtV 
Many  of  their  colonies  had  thus  been  pJa*M» 
The  present  bill,  even  as  a  mere  financial  mea^u^e, 
would  do  much  towards  filling  the  coffers  ejf  to 
coming  Administration.  The  new  lands  <*VJs* 
river  Platte  alone,  when  brought  into  the  minDatj 
would  produce  for  the  Treasury  one  nullum 
half  of  dollars. 

There  was  another  point  to  which  the  1 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay]  had  aluutoft* 
viz:  the  diminution  of  revenue  from  the  landa  by 
a  gradual  reduction  of  their  price.  Look  «t  tfe* 
so  much  vaunted  land  system,  and  see  what  jiad 
been  its  practical  operation.  The  smallest  an&pstt 
of  land  which  a  settler  coulJ  take  up  at  first,  Mi 
one  hundred  sixty  acres;  from  this  it  had  bexmtia* 
duced  to  eighty.  Did  this  diminish  the  sate?  Men 
it  had  greatly  increased  them.  The  prineip]a%pd 
been  pushed  still  farther,  and  the  quantity  r  *  " 
to  forty  acres.  Did  not  a  similar  result 
And  as  such  had  been  the  effect  of  lessening 
quantity,  why  shoald  it  be  doubted  that  a 
lion  of  the  price  of  inferfor  lands,  long  neg 
would  produce  a  similar  consequence?  The  1 
tor  seems  to  think  it  very  unreasonable,  nay,  eafen 
ridiculous,  to  hold  such  an  opinion;  however*  H 
was  his  (Mr.  Linn's)  opinion.  He  believedjfcat 
the  result,  if  ever  the  experiment  bemade,?feill 
fully  confirm  its  correctness.  He  coasidexejtJfc* 
opposite  opinion  supremely  ridiculous.  GsntajBai 
Harrison  was  held  up  in  Missouri,  as  well  I 
where  in  the  Southwest  and  West,  as  a  pro- 
man.  Votes  had  been  claimed  for  him 
on  that  ground.  He  was  spoken  of  by  his  J 
as  a  "log  cabin  man,1'  and  we  were  told 
would  extend  his  favors  to  the  inhabitants « 
cabins  all  over  the  United  States.  If  left  I 
self— if  permitted  to  act  from  the  promp 
his  own  judgment,  and  according  to  bis  j 
knowledge  of  Western  life  and  interests,  i 
sible  he  may;  but  it  appeared  to  b  m,  from  i 
could  gather  of  his  sayings  and  doings,  f 
seem  something  like  the  inarticulate  wh 
the  ancient  shrines,)  that  it  is  very  difl 
jecture  what  his  course  will  be  in  this  ori 
matter.  But  it  had  been  charged  upon 
Buren  that  his  opinions  in  relation  to  I 
lands  had  undergone  a  change  favor abh*,\j 
emptiou  laws,  from  the  influence  of  < 
duals  who  had  access  to  his  private  ear*. , 
had  the  settlers  to  expect  from  General  r* 
after  the  bold  avowals  which  bad  beep 
day  by  a  person  that  might  be  coasidenfuVi 
behind  the  throne  greater  than  the 
We  sh  *ll  soon  see, 

Mr.  L  was  aware  that  they 
disadvantages  atthe  present  time  in  1 
ward  this  measure,  or  any  other  of 
tare,  in  regard  to  the  public  lands. 
i  iana,  Wiskonsan,  Arkansas,  and 
Sta'es  and  Territories,  are  left  to  f 
battle,  as  the  new  States  are  rapidly  1 
State*,  in  relation  to  the  public  domain. 
States  seem  to  consider  it  to  be  their  I 
increase  the  prices  of  the  public  landa^ 
lions  may  answer  a  temporary  pur 
the  exhausted  coffers  of  the  Goveri 
such,  may  be  permitted  to  pass;  butt 
permanent  interest  is  to  hold  up  there] 
seem  to  think,  and  get  a  high  price  for  tl 
to  fill  up  the  State  treasuries  iiameiKartsfti 
in  future.  % 

But  regarding  this  question  in  an 
tional  point  of  view,  it  appeared  to  1 ' 
reasonable  encouragement  bhonid  be  u 
extension  of  our  settlements,  to  aid  in 
ment  of  our  resources.  Under  the  hut 
Government  already  adverted  to,,  I 
and   fertile   regions  in  upper   l$a*4ft:> 
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Dreasury  Note  BUI — Mr.  Barnard. 


H.  of  Reps. 


to  the  great,  centre  of  our  moneyed  opera  • 
tioat'  to  New  York;  when  due,  sprcie  was  ordered 
from  the  South  and  West  to  redeem,  them;  and  as 
that  was  nothing  in  the  course  of  trade  to  carry 
•paste  back  again,  it  lay  there  until  e/ents  carried 
it  to  Europe  or  the  Bast  ladies.  Tbis  had  been 
lbs  ease  with  the  Treasury  notes  heretofore  issued; 
they  had  occasioned  an  immense  drain  of  specie 
freithe  South  and  West;  they  bad  done  Immense 
hrjsjry  to  the  South  and  West;  ihe  same  won  Id  bs  the 
case  with  all  that  should  be  issued  hereafter;  and 
he  (Mr.  B.)  would  look  upon  thU  ail',  if  it  was 
acted  upon  to  the  extent  of  its  limit,  as  an  order  to 
transfer  five  millions  of  hard  dollars  from  the 
Sooth  and  West  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
thence  to  take  its  departure  to  Europe,  when  the 
course  of  trade  made  it  profitable  to  export 
specie* 

THE  PUBLIC  FINANCES. 
SPEECH   OP  MR,  BARNARD, 

OF  KBW  YORK. 

J*  the  &m$e  tfRepre**nlativt$t  January  18,1841— 

die  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 

the  state  of  the  Union  upon  the  bill  making  pro- 

Tision  for  the  issue  of  lire  millions  of  Treasury 


Mr.  BARNARD  rose,  and  spoke  nearly  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  had  occasion  last  year  to  pre* 
teat  my  views  in  regard  to  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes  by  this  Government,  in  the  form  proposed  by 
this  bill.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  constitutional 
right  of  this  Government,  being  authorized  by  law, 
to  borrow  money,  and  to  give  for  such  money  its 
bonds  or  its  notes  as  evidences  of  debt.  I  have  no 
doubt  of  our  constitutional  right  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  .  issue  promissory 
Botes,  payable  at  a  future  day,  with  or  without  in- 
terest, to  such  of  the  public  creditors  as  are  willing 
to  receive  them,  instead  of  receiving  payment  in 
cash.  At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  think  this  the 
best  mode  of  borrowing  money,  or  of  paying  debts. 
Both  may  be  resorted  to  under  the  pressure  of  cir- 
camscances,  but  neither  should  ever  be  without  such 
apology  for  it. 

My  great  objection  to  Treasury  notes  as  proposed 
to  be  issued  by  this  bill,  which  does  but  adopt  the 
provisions  of  the  Treasury  note  act  of  last  session, 
is,  that  under  it  paper  may  be  issued  designed  to 
become,  and  which  would  become,  a  common  me- 
dium of  payment  and  circulation  between  the  Go* 
vernment  and  its  debtors  and  creditors,  and,  as  far 
as  it  would  go,  a  common  money  medium  in  circu- 
lation in  the  community.  Such  paper,  not  resting 
on  specie  as*  a  basis,  like  sound  convertible  bank 
paper,  bat  resting  wholly  on  the  faith  and  credit  of 
the  Government,  is  nothing  more  and  nothing  less 
than  bills  of  credit.  It  is  precisely  that  description 
of  paper  to  which  all  the  evils  and  all  the  odium  of 
bills  of  credit  attached  in  the  earlier  periods  of  our 
history,  and  is  precisely  what  the  Constitution  pro- 
hibits to  the  States,  and  what  tbis  Government  it- 
self has  no  authority  to  employ.  These  views,  as 
I  have  said,  were  expressed  fully  on  a  former  occa- 


At  present  I  have  other  and  very  different  objec- 
tions V>  urge  to  this  bill,  or  rather  to  the  measure 
for  which  this  btH  provides     This  is  a  fiscal  mea- 
sure, and  a  measure  of  relief.    As  such  i  do  not 
agree  that  it  is  either  a  proper  or  an  adequate  mea- 
sure.   It  supposes  that  there  is  or  will  be  a  deficit 
of  means  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  demands  up- 
on it,  in  the  whole  or  some  part  of  the  year  1841; 
and  that  that  deficit  may  amount  10  five  million?  of 
dollars',  but  not  more.    It  suppose?  also,  since  it  is 
Ml  accompanied,  as  the  act  of  borrowing  by  the 
Government  always  should  be,  by  some  measure 
for  ultimate   supply  and  repayment,  that  if   the 
notes  issued  shall  not  be  redeemed,  as  the  bill  i'se'f 
seems  to  anticipate  on  its  face  they  will  be,  out  of 
current  revenues  within  the  present  year,  they  will 
be  redeemed  out  of  current  revenues  in  the  year 
184*,  the  revenue  laws  standing  just  as  they  now 
60.    Much,  indeed,  in  both  the  particulars  now  re- 
ferred to,  is  the  position  and  argument  of  the  bono- 
ra  We  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wa;s*and 


Mean?,  [Mr.  Jones  of  Virginia,]  who  has  just  ad- 
dressed os  on  the  subject. 

Now,  sir,  I  think  that,  in  all  this  there  is  great 
and  manifest  error.  I  think,  in  the  first  place,  that 
we  want,  for  the  service  of  1841,  over  and  above 
a' I  revenue  and  receipts  from  all  sources,  under 
existing  lavs,  ten  millions  of  dollars,  instead  of 
five,  including  a  small  and  necessary  balance  in 
the  Treasury,  such  as  always  should  be  provided 
for.  And  then,  I  think  that  neither  in  1841  nor  in 
1842  will  it  be  possible  to  redeem  either  ten  mil- 
lions or  five  millions,  or  any  othsr  amount,  bow- 
ever  small,  of  outstanding  debt,  by  the  application 
of  ordinary  revenue,  after  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment shall  have  been  provided  for,  unless  there 
shall  be  a  material  amendment  of  onr  revenue 
laws,  made  now,  or  made,  at  any  rate,  at  no  dis- 
tant day.  Things  remaining  as  they  are,  I  com- 
pute an  actual  deficit  for  the  service  of  the  present 
year  of  at  least  seven  millions  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars. Tbis  supposes  that  the  receipts  from  cus- 
toms may  reach  sixteen  million?;  the  Secretary 
estimates  tbem  at  nineteen  millions.  But  what  an 
empty  account  will  the  Treasury  exhibit  in  1842, 
when,  as  the  Secretary  shows,  five  millions  of  du- 
ties go  off  under  the  compromise  act,  and  when 
the  whole  sum  realized  from  customs,  as  he  thinks, 
will  not  exceed  ten  or  eleven  millions  of  dollars? 
How  is  the  Treasury,  then,  to  pay  all  current  ex- 
penditures, and  redeem  also  several  millions  of 
debt? 

These  remarks  will  indicate  sufficiently  the  grounds 
of  my  present  opposition  to  this  measure.  It  wants 
propriety  aud  it  wants  adequacy.  Money  ought 
not  to  be  borrowed  by  this  Government  on  bills  of 
credit,  prepared  and  designed  for  circulation;  nor 
is  there  no  v  any  such  exigency  as  would  justify  a 
resort  to  this  mode  of  paying  off  the  public  credi- 
tors in  promres,  instesd  of  c*sh.  This  is  one  ob- 
jection; the  other  is,  that,  whether  it  be  designed  to 
pay  with  these  notes,  or  to  borrow  with  them,  or 
both,  the  amount  proposed  to  be  realized  is  utterly 
insufficient,  in  thefiist  place;  and  then,  no  provi- 
sion whatever -is  made  for  their  redemption  or  for 
supplying  to  the  Treasury  a  competent  revenue  for 
the  comigg  year.  In  the  want  of  these  two  things 
—an  adequate  supply,  by  borrowing,  in  addition' 
to  all  receipts  from  ordinary  sources,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  1841;  and  a  present  amendment  ef  the  re- 
venue laws,  with  a  view  to  increase  the  amount 
receivable  for  duties  in  1842— in  the  want  and  ne- 
glect of  these  two  thing;,  if  they  shall  be  neglected, 
will  arise,  in  my  opinion,  an  inevitable  necessity 
for  resorting  to  an  extra  or  early  session  of  Con- 
gress, after  the  present  Congress  shall  have  ex- 
pired. It  is  the  solemn  and  sacred  duty  of  the  pre- 
sent Administration,  holding  the  political  power  in 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  to  take  care  that 
that  burden  shall  not  foil  on  the  Government  and 
the  country. 

Bnt,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  order  to  understand  how 
inadequate  this  measure  is  to  the  real  exigencies  of 
the  public  service,  it  will  be  necessary  that  we 
should  posters  ourselves  of  a  pretty  full  view  of 
our  financial  condition,  and  of  the  state  and  pros- 
pects Of  the  Treasury;  and  to  this  task  I  shall  now 
address  myself. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Jokes]  de- 
precates the  mingling  of  political  considerations 
with  the  discussions  on  this  bill.  I  sir,  shall,  not 
be  the  first  to  introduce  politics  into  this  debate- 
Certainly  it  could  be  no  pact  of  my  purpose,  on 
this  occasion,  to  assail  the  Administration,  or  any 
body  connected  with  ir.  It  would  be  out  of  time 
and  out-of  character  to  befjjn  a  warfare,  at  this 
day,  on  a  fallen  and  expiring  Administration. 

At  the  s-ame  time,  it  must  be  apparent  enongh  to 
al  that,  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  an- 
nual report,  and  the  President  in  his  message,  fol- 
lowing the  Secretary,  have  fallen  into  gross  errors, 
mistakes,  and  miscalculation*,  in  the  account  they 
have  given  us  of  the  fiscal  operations  and  affairs  of 
the  country,  the  earliest  opportunity  should  be  taken 
to  make  the  necessary  corrections,  and  set  the 
whole  matter  in  its  true  and  proper  light.  So  much 
is  due  to  this  House,  which  must  act  officially  in 
the  case;  so  much  is  due  to  the  country,  which  has 
a  right  to  know,  not  only  what  we  do,  but  ihe 
grounds  of  our  proceedings  also*    80  much  is  due 


also  to  another  interest,  bound  up  intimately  as  it 
must  be,  for  good  or  for  evil,  with  the  interest  and 
honor  of  the  whole  land,  and  which  has  a  right  to 
demand  protection  against  all  fraud  and  imposition, 
if  any  such  has  been  attempted,  which  I  do  not 
charge,  and,  at  any  rale,  against  the  evil  conse- 
quences to  itself  of  error  and  mistake,  into  which 
others  may  have  fallen.  I  allude,  of  course,  to  the 
in-coming  Administration. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  that  the  condition 
of  ihe  country,  in  regard  to  its  finances,  is  one  of 
deep  embarrassment  and  difficulty,  bordering  on 
bankruptcy  and  dishonor.  Government  is  the 
agent  of  a  great  estate;  oat  of  which  it  is  the  agent's 
proper  business  to  raise  revenue  enough,  year  by 
year,  to  serve  both  for  its  preservation  and  its  im- 
provement. But  the  estate  has  not  paid  its  own. 
way.  It  has  been,  on  the  whole,  perhaps,  anfi- 
ciemly  productive,  if  good  economy  had  been  ob- 
served; but,  of  what  it  has  produced,  too  large  a 
share,  I  am  afraid,  has  goie  for  the  benefit  of  the 
agent  and  those  in  his  employ.  The  owners  had 
certainly  realized  very  little  from  it;  and,  so  far 
from  any  improvement  having  been  made,  the  very 
effort  or  attempt  at  improvement,  in  some  matters 
of  the  highest  consequence,  has  been  openly  aban- . 
doned,  and  the  inheritance  suffered  to  run  down 
into  a  state  of  dilapidation  and  decay.  In  the 
mean  time,  vastly  more  money  has  been  actually- 
expended,  somehow  or  other,  than  ever  before,  in 
the  same  space  of  time;  for  the  agent  has  found  it- 
convenient  to  seize  upon  and  convert  to  his  use,  in 
his  management  of  affairs,  very  many  millions  of 
property,  not  the  current  proceeds  of  the  estate,  be* 
losging  to  his  owners;  all,  all  now  consumed  ard 
rone.  And,  notwithstanding  this  profuse  and  ex-. 
travagant  expenditure,  besides  the  abandonment,  or 
neglect,  of  many  valuable  interests,  already  referred 
to,  it  is  found  that,  in  many  cases,  the  creditors  of 
the  Government  have  not  been  honorably  or  fairly 
dealt  with;  that  claims  and  demands  to  a  large 
amount,  and  which  could  not  be  resisted  or  deferred 
with  justice  or  with  honpr,  have  been  denied  or  post- 
poned; and,  fiaally,  that  this  agent  is  about  to  hand 
over  to  his  successor  in  office  a  deficient  and  ex- 
hausted Treasury,  and  an  impoverished  estate,  with 
a  heavy  burden  of  undisclosed  debt  resting  upon  it. 

Very  different  indeed,  however,  from  all  this  is 
the  view  which  the  President  presents  in  his  fare- 
well report  to  Congress  and  the  people.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  President  has  done  in  this  case  pre- 
cisely what  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Ways 
and  Means  has  just  told  us  this  House  ought  to  do. 
We  ought,  he  cays,  to  rely  implicitly  on  the  state- 
ments and  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  To  whom  should  we  go — to  whom  can 
we  go — but  to  thee,  ihnu  most  wise  and  accurate 
Head  of  Finance!  Well,  the  President  has  dona 
this  he  has  sat  down  humbly  at  the  feet  of  this 
clear-headed  Minister  of  Money,  and  learned  of 
him.  Look  into  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  and 
then  into  the  message,  and  you  wilt  see  that  the 
President  has  given  us  no  lessons,  no  information 
or  instruction  whatever,  In  finance,  but  just  such 
as  he  had  first  learned  out  of  the  financial  gospels 
according  to  Mr.  Woodbury.  Hear  what  the  Pre- 
sident says,  Mr.  Chairman: 

"The  present  sound  condition  of  their  finances,  and  the  suc- 
cess. &c.  are  mailers  u|H>n  which  the  people  and  Government 
of  the  United  State*  may  well  congratulate  themselves." 

"From  the  commencement  or  this  period,  [the  commence- 
ment othh  administration,}  to  (be  present  day,  erery  demand 
upon  the  Government,  at  home  and  abroad,  has  been  promptly 
met." 

"The  small  amount  of  Treasury  notes,  not  exceeding  four  and  • 
a  half  millions  of  dollars,  still  outstanding,  sec.  may  he  redeemed 
out  of  accruing  revenue,"  &c. 

'The  available  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  January' 
ir'Xt  [1311}  is  estimated  at  one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars. 
This  sum,  witli  the  expected  receipts  from  all  sources  during 
the  nexl  year,  will,  it  is  believed,  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  Go- 
vernment to  meet  every  engagement,  and  leave  a  ■tillable  ba- 
lance in  the  Treasury,"  &c. 

"It  i*  also,  [this  Government  is,]  as  is  believed,  tho  only  Go- 
vernment which,  having  fully  and  faithfully  paid  all  its  credi- 
tors has  also  relieved  iteelf  entirely  from  debt." 

'•The  facts  here  mated  [a  recital  just  made)  fully  authorize  the 
assertion  that  all  the  purposes  for  which  this  Government  was 
Instituted  have  b.-en  accomplished  during  four  year*,"  Ac. 
and  "that  this  has  be**n  done  when  the  ordinary  revenue* ot 
the  Government  were  generally  deci-casing,"  etc 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  1  am  forced  to  take  issue 
with  the  President— or  rather,  I  should  say,  with 
his  Secretary — on  every  one  of  these  bold  positions 
and  gtatementF,  and  to  give  to  every  one  of  them, 
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as  I  do,  a  bold  contradiction  and  denial.  There  is 
not  one  of  them  that  will  bear  examination  anJ 
the  test  of  facts.  I  shall  examine  them  in  order, 
and  with  some  particularity.  In  this  work,  I  mast 
use  such  facts  and  data  as  I  hare  been  able  to 
gather  for  myself,  without  the  aid  of  those  import- 
ant disclosures  which  I  had  hoped,  before  this  time, 
to  hart  the  benefit  of,  under  my  resolution  of  in- 
quiry, introduced  at  an  early  day  in  the  session, 
and  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I 
hope  yet,  under  favor  of  the  House  and  the  friends 
of  the  Secretary  here,  to  get  the  information  sought 
for  by  that  resolution,  before  the  session  end  ; 
when,  I  believe,  it  will  be  found,  the  truth  and  the 
whole  truth  being  honestly  told,  that  things  are 
even  worse  in  the  department  of  finance  than  our 
worst  apprehensions  have  led  us  to  suppose  them 
to  be. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  b'gin  my  examination  of  the 
positions  assumed  by  the  President — assumed  al- 
ways, I  conclude,  on  the  authority  of  the  Secreta- 
ry— with  that  unqualified  claim  and  declaration, 
made,  of  course,  to  confirm  and  illustrate  the  some- 
what boastful  allusion  to  the  general  sound  condi- 
tion of  the  finances,  and  the  success  which  has  at- 
tended their  management— the  declaration  that,  in 
the  whole  four  years  of  bis  administration,  "every 
demand  upon  the  Government,  at  home  and  abroad, 
has  been  promptly  met." 

Sir,  what  is  meant  by  meeting  demands  promptly? 
What  would  a  business  man  be  understood  to 
mean,  who  should  be  found  walking  up  and 
down  Chestnut  srreet,  or  Wall  street,  proclaiming  to 
every  one  be  mnht  meet,  while  rubbing  bis  hands 
with  self  satisfaction,  that  he  had  promptly  met 
every  demand  upon  him?  Suppose  it  were  uni 
▼ersal'.y  known  of  him  on  'CbaDge  that,  whether 
dishonest  or  only  unfortunate,  be  had  found  it  con- 
venient, for  a  series  of  months  together,  to  make 
terms  with  many  of  his  crediiois,  some  of  whom 
had  been  kind  enough,  trusting  to  their  knowledge 
of  his  ultimate  responsibility,  and  his  general  good 
credit,  to  take  for  their  debts  and  demands,  due 
and  past  due,  instead  of  cash  payment,  his  own 
promissory  note,  payable  one  year  after  date, 
bearing  such  rate  of  interest,  not  exceeding  six  per 
cent,  and  not  always  above  a  mill  or  two,  as  they 
could  bargain  for?  What  would  bethought  of 
such  a  man  and  his  bold  declaration  of  habitual 
and  invariable  promptness  in  meeting  all  demands 
upon  him?  Wall,  sir,  what  has  this  Government 
been  doing  for  four  years  pa*t?  In  that  time  it  ba* 
issued  twenty-five  millions  of  Treasury  notes — and 
now  asks  authority  to  issue  five  millions  more;  and 
of  this  twenty- five  millions,  I  know  not  how 
jjiuch,  but  very  much  of  it,  has  been  issued  di- 
rectly to  creditors  in  payment,  or  rather  in  post- 
ponement of  the  payment  due  to  such  creditors — 
jftt  every  demand  upon  the  Government  has  been 
promptly  met !  One  who  pays  a  debt  past  doe, 
with  his  own  promissory  note,  may  change,  and 
does  change,  the  form  of  indebtedness,  but  certainly 
not  the  fact  of  indebtedness.  If  he  gives  a  nego- 
tiable note,  he  may  change  his  creditor,  satisfying 
one  by  raising  up  another  to  take  his  place,  but  the 
debt  remains.  True,  in  this  case,  the  immediate 
demand  is  met;  but  how  met?  Not,  certainly, 
With  payment  in  cash,  which  is  what  the  creditor 
wants,  but  with  a  bit  of  paper,  which  is  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  an  authority  to  the  holder  to 
go  into  the  money  market,  and  borrow,  in  the 
name  and  for  account  of  the  Government,  money 
enough  to  pay  himself  with,  of  any  body  who  will 
lend  it.  Sir,  brokers  are  a  very  odious  tribe  to  the 
present  Administration  and  its  supporters;  and  the 
Administration  has  furnished,  in  four  years,  more 
business  to  ore  k*rs,  through  the  iseue  of  its  pro- 
missory notes  and  Treasury  and  Sub-Treasury 
drafts,  than  they  have  had,  I  venture  to  say,  out  of 
the  operations  of  any  twenty,  or  fifty,  perinpa,  of 
the  largest  proprietors  and  dealers  in  the  Ian  j.  In- 
stead of  cash  payments,  which  the  Government 
ought  always  to  mate*,  it  has  dealt  extensively  in 
its  own  paper — its  notes  and  its  draft*;  articles  of 
traffic  and  brokerage,  and  sometimes  bearing  one 
value  And  sometimes  another  in  the  market— some- 
times above  par  and  sometimes  below.  A  Govern- 
ment paling  thus  with  its  creditors  had  best  talk  a« 
littla  as  possible  about  the  promptness  with  which 


it  meets  demands  upon  it.  If  some  have  been  fa- 
vored or  fortunate  enough  to  gain  premiums  on 
their  paper  received  from  the  Government,  others, 
I  am  well  advised,  have  tuffeied  losses  on  theirs. 
Some  of  the  poor  clerks  in  the  Departments  in  this 
city,  I  think,  might  testify  to  looses,  if  they  would. 
But  their  demands  were  promptly  m*t,  and  they 
were  satisfied.  Oh,  yes;  it  was  betier  to  be  satis- 
fied with  the  loss  of  a  small  per  c«ur.  on  their  sala- 
ries, than  be  turned  adrift,  and  lose  salary  and  all 
together.  They  ttere  satisfied!  And  to  was  I 
satisfied,  sir,  when,  at  the  close  of  the  la*t  session, 
I  received,  for  a  little  balance  of  per  diem  due  me, 
first  the  Speaker's  note,  and  then,  upon  that,  a 
Treasury  note  or  two  in  part  payment,  though  the 
gold  had  been  demanded  at  the  Treasury,  in  my 
name,  for  the  whole — just  by  way  of  experiment. 
Sir,  it  has  been  said,  and  the  accounts  of  these 
things  have  frequently  been  published,  that  the 
drafts  of  the  Government  dra^rn  on  depositaries  or 
holders  of  public  money,  and  issued  to  satisfy  cre- 
ditors, have  often  been  protested  and  dishonored. 
I  suppose  the  fact  to  be  so,  though  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  state  it  on  my  own  or  any  certain  and  re- 
liable authority.  I  feel  much  more  ceriain  of  ano- 
ther fact,  and  that  is,  that  drafts  drawn  by  con- 
tractors, agents,  and  officers — drawn  under  autho- 
rity, and  in  due  and  legal  form,  on  the  Treasury, 
for  moneys  due  and  payable,  sometimes  for  large 
amounts,  and  where  the  exigency  of  the  public  ser- 
vice made  the  demand  urgent  and  imperative — that 
such  drafts  have,  in  more  instances  than  one  or  a 
few,  been  refused  and  rejected.  It  must  be  known 
somewhere,  and  in  some  department  of  the  Go- 
vernment, if  such  things  have  occurred;  I  believe 
they  have;  and,  if  so,  it  affords  a  most  apt  illustra- 
tion of  the  boast  that  "every  demand  upon  the  Go- 
vernment has  been  promptly  met." 

But,  sir,  without  dwelling  further  on  the  paper 
transactions  of  the  Government,  and  its  delinquen- 
cies as  a  debtor  under  the  use  of  such  paper,  I  will 
come  to  some  instances — a  few,  just  by  yray  of  ex- 
ample and  specimen — which  do  not  seem  to  me  to 
accord  perfectly  well  with  the  assumption  that 
"every  demand  upon  the  Government  has  been 
promptly  met." 

In  looking  into  the  recent  report  of  the  Quarter- 
master General,  I  was  struck  with  the  tone  of  just 
complaint— so  I  read  the  document— in  which  he 
there  indulges.  Last  year  he  presented  an  esti- 
mate,^ was  his  duty,  for  the  service  in  Florida. 
That  estimate  was  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
And  ndw  he  states  the  fact  that  he  was  RKftmaxD 
to  mod'xjy  and  reduce  that  estimate  one-Half!  Only 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  therefore,  were 
appropriated.  And  what  has  been  the  conse- 
quence? Why,  just  what  was  known  must  hap- 
pen. General  Jesup  says:  "there  are  outstanding 
claims  to  a  considerable  amount,  arising  out  of  the 
volunteer  and  militia  service,  which  have  been  re- 
cognised by  the  Executive,  and  for  the  prompt 
payment  of  which  funds  are  required;"  and  he 
urges  importunately,  that,  for  this  object  and  for 
current  service,  an  immediate  application  be  made 
to  Congress  for  at  least  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  I  have  seen  a  letter  from  a  highly  respec- 
table gentleman  on  the  spot,  or  near  it,  to  his  friend 
in  this  House,  in  which  the  amount  of  arrearages 
due  to  volunteers  and  militia,  &c.  is  stated  at  not 
less  than  $300,000.  So,  ihen,  Mr.  Chairman,  we 
have  here  demands  for  volunteer  and  militia  ser- 
vice in  Florida,  due  and  past  due,  running  up  to 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  recognised  by  the 
PrtMent,  and  yet  not  paid.  And  why  not  paid? 
Oh,  of  course,  because  there  was  no  appropriation: 
and  how  cm  money  be  paid,  be  the  Treasury 
never  so  fall,  without  an  appropriation!  Well, 
and  why  was  there  not  pn  appropriation?  Why, 
that  was  cut  down— cut  down  by  positive  order  and 
command — when  it  was  jast  as  well  known  as  it  is 
now,  that  the  money  would  be  required  and  want- 
ed. In  s-  ort,  you— this  Government— putting 
forth  a  boastful  claim  that  you  had  met  every  de- 
mand promptly — you  declined  and  refussd,  at  the 
proper  time,  to  make  an  appropriation  to  meet 
debts  and  demands  which,  at  that  very  time,  you 

m?ant  to  contract  and  create;  and  this  you  did I 

think  you  must  be  content  to  bear  this  impeacb- 
ment— this  you  did  deliberately,  intending  to  co- 


ver yourself  behind  rhe  legal  excuse  of  "no  appro* 
priation,"  from  the  approach  and  the  reproaches 
of  your  own  delayed,  suffering,  and  abused  credi- 
tors.   You  employ  citizen  soldiers  in  the  field  for 
months  together;  yon  promise  to  pay  them  and  pro- 
vide for  their  subsistence  and  comfort;  yon   suffer 
larce  arrearages  to  accumulate  against  you;  yon 
recogniee  the  debt;  but  when  payment  is  demanded, 
your  answer   is— "ho  appropriation."    The  tnsfl 
and  only  honest  answer   would  be— no  money. 
That  is  the  secret  why  you  do  not  pay.    It  is  in* 
convenient,  at  least,  for  yon,  and  yon  want  the 
next  Administration  to  pay  it.    No  appropriation  t 
Common  honesty  required  yon  to  make  it  at  the 
last  session.    But  it  was  omitted  then— then  the 
debt  was  only  in  prospect;  now,  however,  it  is  re- 
ality, and  why  is  the  appropriation  not  now  to  b# 
made?    Look  to  the  estimates  of  your  Secretary— "- 
do  you  find  any  such  item  there  as  this?    No,  no;' 
after  the  debt  has  become  doe  long  since;  after  it* 
has  been  "recognised  by  the  President,"  and  after* 
the  earnest  appeal  made  by  the  Quartermaster 
General — after  all,  your  old  excuse  stands  goo*.* 
You  have  made  no  appropriation,  and  yon  propose  • 
to  make  none!  at  least  it  is  not  in  the  estimates  of 
the  Secretary — of  that  Secretary  who  teaches  then 
President  to  make  proclamation  to  .all  the  worloV 
that  this  is  a  Government  which  promptly  meet*  * 
all  demands  upon  it. 

Well  again,  sir.    Before  this  Government  puts 
forth  its  claim  to  so  much  credit  for  honorable 
dealing  with  its  creditors,  it  seems  to  me  it  would 
have  been  prudent  at  least  to  have  taken  care  that 
there  were  no  very  flagrant  cases  to   be  alleged 
against  it  of  neglect  and  refusal  to  redeem  its  faith  m 
solemnly  pledged.     By  a  treaty  with  the  Che-' 
rokees,  ratified  in  1836,  the  United  States  agreed, 
that  such  Cherokee  warriors  as  wert  engaged  on 
the  side  of  the  United  States  in  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain  and  the  Sou thvrn  tribes  of  Indian?, 
and  who  were  wounded  in  the  service,  should  be 
entitled  to  pensions.    The  Secretary  of  War  in  his 
recent  report  urges  the  demand  of  these  warrioca  on 
the  notice  of  the  President.    "They  are  very  desti- 
tute," says  the  Secretary,  "and  the  good  faith  of  j 
the  Government  is  pledged  in  their  favor."    Here 
are  demands,   then,  due   for   four  years,  tinder 
solemn  treaty  stipulation,  and,  during  all    that- 
period  they  have  not  enly  not  been  met,  bnt  there 
has  been  no  effort  and  no  disposition  to  meet  ihem. 
No  appropriation  has  been  asked   cf  Congress, 
none  is  now  asked,  nor  would  those  in  Congress 
who  might  be  disposed  to  have  the  fain\  of  the 
Government  kept  have  been  permitted   by    the 
Administration  at  any  time,  I  suppose,  to  pats  ma 
act  in  fulfilment  of  this  treaty.    These  miserable 
Cherokee  warriors,  who  fought  for  you,  and  shed 
their  blood  in  your  quarrel,  wounded  and  disabled, 
have  received  your  promise  of  a  pittance  where- 
with  to  render  the  fragment  of  their  broken  fife 
comfortable  or. endurable,  and  for  years  yon  delay  * 
and  refuse  to  pay  as  you  have  promised.    Ton,  * 
you,  do  this,  who  make  it  your  loud  boast  mat  all 
demands  on  you  are  promptly  met. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  .are  other  iUastationa  be-  * 
hind  of  the  prompt  manner  in  which  this  Adminis- ; 
tratton  has  met  all  demands  upon  it.    Take  the 
case  of  those  works  of  public  improvement,  oat- 
harbors  and  rivers,   and  the    Cumberland  read,  - 
heretofore  carried  on,  but  abandoned  midway  in  - 
the  operations  upon  them  during  the  last  two  year*. 
Tne  engineers  tell  as  of  arrearages  on  these  works, 
not  as  large  perhaps  as  they  were  numerous— de» 
mands  outstanding,  against  them;  some  ot  whicfc 
must  have  been  long  outstanding,  and  not  there- 
fore promptly  met,  and  many  of  which  would  not 
have  beeu  met  at  all,  at  least  under  mis  Admina- 
tration,  if  the  engineers  had  not,  daring  the  last 
summer,  sold  off  public  property  connected  with 
these  works,  expressly  to  taise  the  means  for  the? 


object  Col.  Abert  tells  us  that  "sales 
absolutely  nec-ssary,  in  many  cases,  in  order  to 
raire  funds  to  liquidate  small  demands  against  list 
wtrks."  I  have  great  doubts  whether  ail  de- 
mands against  these  works  have  yet  been  ftqai- 
dated;  and,  if  they  have,  the  contemptible  and 
tareiy  mode  in  which  it  has  been  done  aptly  aline* 
trates  the  idea?  which  some  persons  seam  to  enter*  - 
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tain  of  what  it  is  to  be  faithful  aid  prompt  in  the 
4  sebarge  of  honest  debts. 

And  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  has  it  been  with 
the  operations  of  the  past  year  on  the  barracks  and 
ibrtifcaUons  of  the  country?    One  or  two  eases,  I 
appose,  may  serve  as  an  example  for  all.    A 
stated  appropriation  was  made  for  these  works 
last  year.    Under  authority  granted  by  Congress  to 
aider,  the  application  of  these  moneys  was  post- 
poned by  the  President,  so  that,  to  use  Geteral 
Jesapto  language,  "the  operations  have  been  limt- 
td,  with  a  few  exceptions,  to  paying  outstanding 
daias,"  eic*    This,  one  would  suppose,  would 
hate  effectually  arrested   the   progress  of  ihe.<e 
works)  under  ariy  other  Govern  me  nt,  such  would 
have  been  me  effect.    But  no  such  thing  here. 
••Owing  to  a  demand  for  employment,"  says  Col. 
Totten,  a  most  worthy  gentleman  and  able  officer, 
aoitifledand  stung,. I  am  sure,  as  a  high-minded 
and  honorable  man,  by  such  a  condition  of  things, 
*0wmg  to  a  demand  for  employment  on  ihe  pan  of 
laborers,  mechanics,  and  contractors,  we  have  been 
stabled  to  do  something,"  Ac.    In  other  words,  to 
tall  the  story  plainly  myself,  and  relieve  Colonel 
IbUen,  the  case  is  this:  Tne  Government  is  en- 
gaged m  constructing  fortifications,  which  are  large 
and  expensive  works,  and  are  carried  on  by  yearly 
appropriations-     It  fcas  in  its  employ  on  these 
works  superintendents,  and  contractors,  and  me- 
chanics, and  laborer?,  most  of  whom,  at  least  ma- 
ty of  whom,  make  their  arrargements,  domestic 
and  otherwise,  with  reference  to  permanent  em- 
ployment on  these  works,  from  the  commencement 
to  the  completion  of  them,  running,  of  course, 
ihrpugh  a  number  of  years.    They  know  that  these 
are  works  undertaken  by  Government-**  wealthy 
old  gentleman,  who  generally  does  what  he  says  he 
will  do.    Such  a  thing  as  failure  or  bankruptcy  is 
aot  thought  of.    These  contractors,  mechanics,  and 
laborers  are  on  the  ground  promptly  with  the  re- 
tarn  of  every  working  season,  invited  by  the  Go- 
vernment, and  taught  to  expect  nothing  else  than 
to  go  on  with  their  work  as  usual,  and  to  be  paid 
for  it,  of  course.    Then  comes  the  Government,  by 
its  agent,  and,  to  their  bitter  disappointment,  an- 
nounces that  funds  are  low,  and  prompt  payment 
for  labor  is  not  to  be  expected.    To  work  or  starve 
—this  is  the  condition  of  labor  all  over  the  world. 
What  shall  these  men  do?    Their  business  is  here, 
and  they  have  no  employment  elsewhere,  and  might 
hot  now  be  abls  to  find  any.    Well,  ihU  create,  to 
he  sure,  "a  demand  for  employment" — a  pressing 
demand.    The  Government,  too,  is  as  urgent  to 
have  the  work  done  as  they  are  to  do  it,  and  the  end 
,  is,  they  are  employed,  and  go  to  work.    They  will 
tarn  the  money,  and  though  the  Government  can- 
not pay,  it  will  oio«;  and  with  this  debt  or  demand, 
by  selling  it,  or  pledging  it,  or  in  some  way,  but  of 
course  not  without  serious  sacrifice  and  loss,  they 
will  continue  to  real  ze  something  out  of  it  for  their 
earrent  necessities. 

Now,  sir,  this  is  precisely  what  has  taken  place. 
I  have  now  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  an  intelligent 
and  worthy  gentleman,  a  personal  friend  of  mine, 
residing  at  Oswego,  by  which  I  am  informed  that, 
dazing  the  past  season,  the  work  on  the  fort  at  that 
place  was  carried  on  on  a  credit.  It  was  under- 
stood, and  so  stipulated  oa  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
meat,  that  payment  was  not  to  be  demanded  or  ex- 
pected before  April  next;  nor  would  any  evidence 
Of  debt  be  given,  except  by  a  crediuentered  on  the 
hooks  ef  the  superintendent.  It  was  permitted, 
however,  graciously  to  the  poor  laborer,  to  transfer 
his  demand,  and  the  purchaser  had  his  name  no- 
tad  on  the  book  opposite  to  the  account.  My  corre- 
fpondent  has  famished  me  with  a  copy  of  one  of 
the  orders  under  which  these  transfers  are  made, 
drawn  by  a  laborer  who  makes  his  mark,  with  cer- 
tain cabalistic  letters  of  the  superintendent  noted  on 
it,  by  way  of  recognition.  The  piper  might,  per- 
haps, with  propriety,  be  added  to  some  others,  as 
one  more  specimen  of  the  "better  currency"  of  the 
Government. 

But  I  have  given  this  case  as  an  example  of  the 
pvempt  oianner  in  which  the  Administration  has 
met  ail  demands  upon  it.  By  a  species  of  moial 
coercion  it  compels  its  creditors,  who  ought  to  be 
paid  promptly  in  cash  tveiy  Saturday  bight,  to 
eutaJt  19  an  unjust  and  orutl  delay  of  payment  for 


several  months,  and  to  resort,  therefore,  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  hawking  the  credit  of  the  Government  in 
the  market  on  petty  accounts,  with  serious  loss  to 
themselves;  and  then,  having  done  this,  it  tnrns 
round,  in  the  face  of  such  a  transaction,  and  blows 
a  trumpet  of  praise  to  itself  for  having  promptly 
met  every  demand  upon  it ! 

I  will  allude  to  one  other  case,  very  much  in 
point.  I  am  informed,  and  I  believe  , correctly, 
that,  to  carry  on  operations  on  the  important  works, 
of  Fort  Schuyler,  on  the  East  River,  a  sum  of  mo* 
ney  was  borrowed  ef  one  of  the  banks  in  New 
York— the  Mechanics'  Bank,  I  think — borrowed 
for  six  months  on  an  interest  of  three  per  cent,  for 
that  time.  Here,  then,  the  contractors,  mechanics, 
and  laborer?,  and  those  who  furnished  supplies, 
were  paid  in  cash,  and  paid  promptly;  yes,  paid 
promptly  In  cath,  hut  with  a  rigid  and  invariable 
deduction  from  the  old  iota'  of  every  account  ren- 
dered of  three  per  ceat.  Here  were  accounts  for 
work  and  labor  performed,  and  provisions  and  sup- 
ples furnished,  at  stipula'cd  prices;  and  before 
these  accounts  would  be  paid,  a  discount  must  be 
submitted  to  equal  to  the  interest  on  the  money  for 
six  months.  In  other  words,  and  in  effect,  the  cre- 
ditors themselves  are  obliged  to  borrow  the  money, 
using  the  name  and  credit  of  the  Government,  with 
which  to  pay  their  own  demands  en  the  Govern- 
ment, aL  eady  due  and  past  due,  and  to  pay  six 
months1  interest  for  it.  How  such  a  transaction 
may  affect  this  Government  I  know  not;  bat  I 
know  that  no  private  gentleman  could  ever  hold  np 
his  head  again  in  an  honorable  community,  after 
he  had  once  resorted  to  such  a  mode  of  meeting 
his  engagements. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  should  never  be  done,  if  I 
should  attempt  to  go  through  the  cases  in  detail  of 
delinquency  in  the  matter  of  prompt  payment  oa 
the  part  of  the  Administration.  I  mnst  be  brief  in 
what  I  have  further  to  say  about  it. 

The  Indian  Department  is  full  of  instances  of 
gross  neglect  and  delinquency.  So  I  understand 
and  believe.  Some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars, it  is  believed,  yet  remain  unpaid,  under  a  trea- 
ty entered  into  with  the  Pottawatamies,  I  think,  in 
1833.  At  the  last  session,  we  made  an  appropria- 
tion of  $36,000  to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty  with 
the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  Indians;  and  I  am 
told  that  not  one  dollar  of  it  has  yet  been  paid. '  A 
payment  has  been  asked  for,  on  vouchers  acknow- 
ledged tobesv.fiiiicrir,  cf  the  prober  department 
here",  ami  rei'u-itd  on  the  p!ca  thai  arrangements 
had  b-*i»n  made,  or  wou!d  be,  for  payment  torae- 
whers  else,  and  by  an  Indian  a?ent.  Payment  has 
alo,  as  I  am  told,  been  demanded  of  an-Indina 
agent-— the  only  one  who  could  be  thought  of  as  at 
all  likely  to  be  entrusted  with  the  case— and  no- 
thing could  be  obtained.  Several  cases  of  strong 
and  urgent  claim  are  mentioned  by  General  Jesup 
in  bis  report.  One  by  the  Choctaw*,,  where  their 
propeny,  land,  has  been  taken  for  a  fort — taken  for 
public  use,  and  no  payment  made,  or  proposed  te 
be  made.  And  another  claim  on  the .  part  of  the 
Creeks,  on  a  positive  agreement  made  with  them 
by  the  General  himself,  some  years  ago,  and  no 
payment  is  made,  or  any  disposition  shown  to  make 
it. 

And,  then,  what  has  been  the  course  of  the  Ad- 
ministration in  regard  to  claims,  whether  in  the 
Departments  or  before  Congress?  It  is  well  under- 
stood that  these  claims  in  the  Departments  amount 
to  a  very  large  sum—probably  to  millions — claims 
growing  out  of  the  Floiidawar,  and  Indian  affairs, 
and  other  things.  These  demands  have  not  been 
promptly  met.  In  some  cases,  as  I  suppose,  ap« 
propnations  have  been  made  to  meet  ihem,  but  the 
accounts  have  not  been  adjusted.  In  other  cases, 
there  has  been  service  according  to  law,  and  the 
demands  are  according  to  law,  but  there  has  been 
no  appropriation.  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  next 
Administration  will  find  millions  of  these  demands 
lying  over  under  one  pretence  and  another.  We 
hear  General  Jesup  complaining  that  disbursing 
and  accounting  officers  are  hung  up  in  the  Depart- 
ments for  one  or  two  years  before  they  can  get  their 
accounts  and  demands  adjusted.  Before  Congress, 
it  is  said,  there  are  ten  thousand  claims  now  pend- 
ing. Nobody  doubts  that  very  many  of  these  are 
just,  and  ought  to  be  promptly  pud.    Yet,  who 


tbat  was  here  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  failed 
lo  observe  the  studied  and  systematic  effort  of  the 
Administration,  by  every  possible  device,  to  pre* 
vent  the  action  of  Congress  on  this  whole  subject? 
And  that  effort  succeeded.  Congress  passed  biDs 
for  private  claims,  in  seven  months,  to  the  amount 
of  1 14,000 !  Justice  and  honor  were  sacrificed 
openly,  with  the  sacrifice  of  the  claims  of  the  pub* 
lie  creditors.  Appeals  to  the  mercy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  to  its  justice,  fell  unheeded  oa  the 
cold,  dead  ear  of  party.  The  rejection  was  as  de- 
liberate as  it  was  heartless;  the  appearance  of 
t  tings  must  be  saved  for  the  benefit  of  party;  the 
Treasury  must  not  bear  the  burden  of  these  just 
dues  at  a  crisis  of  so  much  political  importance* 
And  thus  were  thus  dues  boldly  shuffled  off.  They 
amount,  doubtless,  to  millions,  and  are  left,  with 
other  things  like  them,  as  a  legacy  to  the  next  Ad- 
ministration. He  is  a  bold  man,  Mr.  Secretary, 
who  could  claim,  in  the  face  of  facts  like  these, 
and  teach  his  master  to  claim  for  the  Government 
the  credit  and  the  praise  of  having  promptly  met 
all  demands  upon  it! 

Bu'f  Mr.  Chairman,  I  pass  from  this  point,  to 
consider  another,  closely  connected  with  this.  A 
happy  man  is  that  President  of  these  United  States 
who  can  say,  with  truth,  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
that,  under  his  administration,  "all  the  purposes 
for  which  this  Government  was  instituted  nave 
b?en  accomplished;"  and  that  is  precisely  what 
Mr.  Van  Buren  says  for  himself.  Sir,  I  solemnly 
declare  that  I  would  gladly  allow  this  declaration; 
to  pass  without  a  word  of  animadversion  from  me, 
if  I  could  do  so  without  manifest  injustice  to  the 
in-coming  Administration.  It  is  due,  however,  to 
those  on  whom  the  burden  of  Government  is  to 
fall  after  the  fourth  of  March,  that  the  error, 
amounting  te  delusion,  on  which  this  position  rests,* 
shou'd  be  thoroughly  exposed.  In  attempting  this, 
I  shall  carefully  avoid  all  differences  with  the 
President  on  matters  involving  constitutional  doubt 
or  difficulty.  I  shall  say  nothing,  for  example,  of 
the  course  of  the  Administration  in  regard  to  cur* 
rency  and  credit.  Many  very  important  interests 
have  been  sacrified,  during  the  last  four  years,  in 
regard  to  which  the  President  claims  to  shelter 
himself  under  a  constitutional  scruple.  I  shall  re- 
spect that  claim,  on  this  occasion,  and  offer  him  no 
disturbance  upon  it.  I  shall  take  him,  as  I  may 
find  him,  beyond  this  magic  circle,  and  there  is 
matter  enough,  in  Heaven's  good  name,  with  which 
to  impeach  the  perfect  accuracy  of  the  self-sat  lay- 
ing declaration  to  which  I  have  referred. 

If  any  body  will  take  the  trouble  to  look  into  the 
reports  of  the  present  session  from  Departments 
and  heads  of  Bureaus,  and  note  the  number  and 
variety  of  urgent  recommendations  for  the  public 
service  which  they  will  find  there,  and  which  are 
and  have  been  all  the  while  wholly  oegleeted  by 
this  Administration,  he  will  then  be  able  to  appre* 
ciate  the  force  and  value  of  the  claim  that  "all  the 
purposes  for  which  this  Government  was  instituted 
have  been  accomplished."  I  will  refer  to  a  few 
things. 

The  providing  of  proper  barracks  for  the  accom* 
modation  of  the  army  falls  within  the  province  of 
the  Quartermaster  General.  These  works  are  in- 
dispensable, and  are  required  in  various  parts  of 
the  country.  The  last  year  "little  was  done,"  Gen.. 
Jesup  says,  "except  to  pay  some  outstanding 
claims,"  even  on  the  small  number  of  those  works 
for  which  appropriations  were  made.  The  money 
was  withheld  by  the  order  of  the  President.  The 
appropriations  of  the  last  year  are  to  fall  as  an  ex- 
tra burden  on  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1841.  But, 
besides  this,  ib.'re  are  a  large  number  of  cases  pre- 
sented as  urgent  by  General  Jesup,  and  urged  als-» 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  which  no  provision 
whatever  has  been  made,  and  none  is  proposed. 

The  Secretary  alludes  to  the  fact  that  40,000  In- 
dians have  been  removed  during  the  last  four  years, 
adding,  therefore,  that  number  to  the  multitude  al- 
ready on  our  Western  border.  These  are,  most  of 
them,  dissatisfied,  moody,,  and  restless,  brooding 
over  wrongs,  and  waiting  for  the  chances  of  re- 
venge. They  are  planted  on  the  immediate  con- 
fines of  S'ates  and  Territories  belonging  to  ibis 
Union;  and  "the  Government  has  contacted,* 
say4  the  Secretary,  Ma  solemn  obligation,  not  only 
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to  defend  ibat  people  when  iliac ked,  bat  to  antici- 
pate the  danger  by  erecting  each  works  as  will  in- 
sure their  safety,  and  inspire  them  with  con  tide  nee 
in  the  means  employed  for  their  protection. "  Sure* 
ly,  this  most  be  something  "for  which  this  Govern- 
ment was  instituted !"  But  what  has  been  done? 
The  Secretary  recommends,  for  the  Western  fron- 
tier, the  erection  of  posts  which  shall  be  made  fire- 
proof, and  so  constructed  as  tc  serve  as  defences 
with  a  small  garrison  "against  any  number  of  men 
not  provided  with  artillery."  What  has  been  done? 
Nothing;  and  nothing  is  thought  of  by  the  present 
Administration. 

Permanent  barracks  and  defences  are  wanted  at 
Buffalo;  wanted  at  Platisburg,  where  the  work  has 
been  suspended;  wanted  at  or  near  Fort  Gibson 
the  most  important  and  exposed  point  on  the  West- 
ern frontier;'  posts  are  wanted  at  Spring  river  and 
Maraisde  Cyque,  and  the  navigation  of  in?  Neo- 
sho and  Osage  requires  to  be  improved  as  a  milita- 
ry highway;  one  or  more  posts  are  required  on  the 
Missouri;  one  on  the  St.  Peter's;  one  at  or  near 
Sandy  Lake;  another  at  Fond  da  Lac,  the  south- 
western extremity  of  Like  Superior;  barracks  and 
.  defences  aie  required  also  at  or  near  Detroit,  and 
others  in  ttaine.  So  at  least  says  the  Quartermas- 
ter General,  backed  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  and 
yet  no  more  notice  i9  taken  of  any  ot  these  things, 
in  the  estimates  for  the  year,  than  if  we  had  neither 
army  to  provide  for,  nor  country  to  defend.  , 
While  on  this  point,  I  may.  add,  alto,  that  Col. 

•  Henderson,  Commandant  of  Marines,  thinks,  also, 
that  certain  barracks  are  quite  indispensable  for  the 
force  under  bis  command,  which  it  would  require 
|150,000  to  construct.  He  g«ts  $75,000  in  the  es- 
timates as  a  special  favor.  The  work,  of  cour.se, 
is  to  be  done  at  halves. 

Among  other  objects,  not  of  the  highest  magni- 
tude, mentioned  by  Mr.  Poinsett,  as  requiring  atten- 
tion, reference  is  made  to  the  importance  of  conti- 
nuing the  surveys  of  our  rivers  and  great  lakes 
for  military  purposes;  the  want  of  new  barracks  at 
West  Point;  the  want  of  a  fire-proof  building  for 
the  archives  of  the  War  Department;  and  the  pro- 
priety at  least  of  paying  for  the  sites  which  have 
been  selected  and  contracted  for,  for  marine  hospi- 
tals on  the  Western  waters.  Is  any  notice  taken 
of  these  modest  suggestions?  By  no  means.  The 
estimates  mafntain  a  dead  silence  on  the  whole 
subject. 

A  military  post  or  two  for'  the  concentration  of 
troops,  in  the  event  of  hostilities,  is  a  very  natural 
idea,  and  not  altogether,  perhaps,  beyond  the  pale 
of  those  things  "for  which  this  Government  was 
constituted. "  The  Secretary  of  War  suggests,  with 
this  view,  a  position  near  Albany  for  the  Northern 
frontier,  and  another  near  S?.  Louis  for  the  West- 
ern; and  for  the  maritime  frontier  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  he  think*  it  important  to  establish  a 
depot  for  armed  steam-vessels,  somewhere  below 
the  Falls  of  the  Ohio.  With  what  hope  these  sug- 
gestions are  made,  we  may  imagine,  when  we  find 
the  Secretary  at  the  same  time  speafciner,  in  a  tone 
of  utter  despair,  of  his  "having  repeatedly  recom- 
mended, without  effect,  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
tional foundry." 

Mr.  Poinsett  seems  quite  in  earnest  when  he 
speaks  of  the  neglected  military  defences  ot  the 
country.  Of  the  state  of  these  defences  on  the 
Western  border  and  against  the  Indians,  we  may 
judge  by  what  1  have  5-aid  already.  Nothing  is, 
as  yet,  comp'ete  or  hardly  approaching  completion 
in  the  defences  for  the  long  line  of  boundary  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  British  provinces. 
And  as  for  our  maritime  frontier,  "the  whole 
coast,"  says  the  Secretary,  "from  Passarnaqaoddy 
Bay  to  the  Sabine  river,  is  exposed  on  every  point 
not  defended  by  Nature,  to  be  invaded  with  impu- 
nity." Indeed !  In  the  event  of  a  sudden  rupture 
wiih  a  foreign  Power,  he  may  strike  a  fatal  blow 
at  any  point  he  pleases;  he  may  lay  our  cities  under 
contribution,  or  reduce  them  to  ashe*,  and  pollute 
our  soil  with  the  foot  of  hostile  soldiery;  and  yet 
the  Administration  of  the  last  four  year«,  which  in 
ail  thit  time  has  failed  to  complete  the  defences  of 
one  sisgle  point  on  the  whole  coasr,  now  retires, 
hogging  itself  in.  its  own  arms  with  all  self-com- 

*  j  Ucency,  and  declaring  that  it  has  accomplished 


all  the  purposes  for  which  this  Government  was 
instituted. 

There  is  another  not  unimportant  interest,  that 
has  fared  even  worse  at  the  bands  of  this  Adminis- 
tration than  the  national  defences.  I  mean  the 
harbor  and  river  improvements.  Tbey  belong  to 
commerce,  the  regulation  of  which  appertains  to 
this  Government,  and  out  of  which  it  has  its  prin- 
cipal revenue  and  support.  The  Administration 
cannot  shelter  itself  here  behind  constitutional 
scruples.  A  majority  of  its  own  friends  in  this 
House,  I  suppose,  have  noj  such  scruples.  And 
yet,  for  two  years,  every  movement  towards  conti- 
nuing, these  works — works  bvgun  and  prosecuted 
half-way,  perhaps,  to  their  completion — has  been 
promptly  met  and  voted  down— nay,  frowned  and 
trampled  down.  About  three  millions  of  dollars 
are  asked  by  the  Engineers  for  these  works  the  pre- 
sent year — the  whole  of  it  for  works  partly  exe- 
cuted—and not  one  dollar  can  or  will  be  obtained. 
In  my  poor  opinion,  unlif  these  works  are  finished, 
nobody  can  say,  with  truth,  that  the  Government 
has  accomplished  all  the  purposes,  or  even  the 
most  important  of  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
instituted. 

There  is  one  other  interest  which  I  must  not 
omit  to  advert  to  in  this  connection.  That  Admi- 
nistration in  this  country  which  does  not  take  care 
of  the  Navy,  takes  care  of  nothing.  If  it  be  guilty 
of  neglect  in  this  quarter,  it  is  guilty,  indeed,  and 
deserves  no  credit  for  any  thing.  Thit  sin,  if  com- 
mitted, should  be  deemed  unpardonable.  And 
what  has  this  Administration  done  for  the  Navy, 
or  rather  what  has  it  not  neglected  to  do?  I  woold 
not  say  a  word  to  wound  the  estimable  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department.  I  apprehend 
it  is  not  altogether  his  fault,  if  the  Navy  has  run 
down;  and  that  the  whole  service  is  in  a  most 
wretched  condition  I  suppose  there  can  be  no  donb'. 
The  Navy  Commissioners  estimate  that,  for  a  long 
•time,  the  appropriations  for  "repairs,"  &c.  of  ves- 
sels have  not  been  equal  to  the  actual  loss  and  de- 
cay, while  the  ''increase"  has  been  very  moderate. 
It  will  be  seen  that,  instead  of  any  reform  or  im- 
provement in  this  matter,  leas  than  ever  is  pro- 
posed to  be  done  the  present  year. 

•  It  seems  that  the  task  of  making  estimates  for 
the  naval  service  devolves  on  the  Navy  Commis- 
sioners; but  at  the  same  time  they  are  not  at  liber- 
ty to  say  how  much  that  service  really  requires.  A 
specific  and  restricted  snm  is  given  them,  and  they 
are  to  work  out  the  problem  with  thai;  just  fo  irroch 
canvass  is  furnished,  with  which  they  are  required 
to  dress  up  a  line  of  battle  ship  in  a  full  suit  of 
sails,  though  there  may  not  be  really  enough  for  a 
sloop  of  war.  Officers  and  men  must  he  paid, 
stores  must  be  provided,  and  navy  jards  kept  in 
order:  that  takes  so  much;  and  then  so  much  is  left 
for  "repairs"  and  for  "increase."  For  "repairs," 
a  certain  sum  is  indispensable,  in  order  to  preserve 
a  value  in  vessels  and  stores  equal  to  the  original 
cost  of  the  existing  force  already  afloat.  And 
now,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  do  you  suppose  remains 
of  (he  restricted  sum  to  which  the  Commissioners 
are  limited  for  the  "increase  of  the  Navy"  in  1841? 
Jnst  one  hundred  thousand  doltot—  'much  less,"  say 
the  Commissioners,  "than  the  average  annual  ap- 
propriations for  this  purpose  for  the  last  twenty, 
five  years."  The  Commissioners  deem  it  indispen- 
sable to  complete  two  steamers  now  in  progress, 
and  to  commence  a  third;  to  complete,  also,  the 
frigate  Congress,  and  to  bu  Id  another  frigate  to  re- 
place the  Gnerriere;  aod,  for  ail  this,  they  are 
limited,  by  an  iron  will  above  them,  to  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  toi«  is  called  ac- 
complishing all  the  purposes  for  which  this  Govern- 
ment was  instituted  I 

It  cannot  surprise  any  body,  after  what  we  have 
now  seen,  to  find  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in- 
structing the  President  to  a*k  for  another  laurel  to 
be  added  to  the  brow  of  thi*  Administration  for  its 
financial  achievements.  While  every  demand  on 
the  Government  has  been  promptly  met,  and  all  its 
purposes  accomplished,  how  will  the  world  be  as- 
tonished to  learn  that  all  this  has  been  done  at  a 
time  "when  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  general  y  decreasing?"  A  pretty  plain 
intimation,  as  I  read  it,  that  the  Administration  has 
had  nothing  6«a  ordinary  revenues  with  which  to 


accomplish  so  much.  The  Secretary  is  explicit  on 
this  point.  "It  follows,  therefore,"  so  he  concludes! 
1  that  the  current  revenue,  notwithsumduii [aUt* 
ductions,  has  been  adequate  to  defray  both  the  or- 
dinary  and  extraordinary  demands,"  &&  j&y 
very  just  and  true  it  is  that  the  Adminisuatioa  has 
met  all  demands  on  the  Treasury,  and  has  aecon* 
plished  ail  the  purposes  for  which  the  Qovenuncat 
was  instituted,  we  have  seen  already;  aid  jut 
about  as  near  the  fact  is  the  assumption  thai  fornll 
the  expenditures  it  has  relied  altogether  oa  enntai 
revenue.  It  is  true  within  just  about  thirty-tan* 
millions,  as  nearly  as  I  can  ascertain.  The  Sect* 
tary  confesses,  indeed,  to  eight  millions  received 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  bat  this,  hi 
says,  went  to  pay  off  old  funded  debt— a  debt  * 
were  often  assured  was  paid  off  in  Gesert!  Jack* 
son's  time.  And  he  remembers,  too,  that  then  an 
Treasury  notes  outstanding;  hut  these  ate  baity 
worth  considering,  because  they  are  sore  to  be  pud 
off  in  1841  out  of  current  revenue.  WethiUm 
about  that  directly. 

No,  sir,  the  simple  truth  is  that,  in  four  yam, 
this  Administration,  in  supporting  itself,  and  carry- 
ing  on  two  wars — one  in  a  handful  of  Indians  m 
Florida,,  and  another  on  the  currency,  credit,  asi 
business  of  the  country— with  very  little  doss  io 
build  up  and  sustain  the  public  defences,  or  uy  of 
our  great  national  interests— has  expended  thirty- 
three  millions  of  dollars  over  and  above  all  cttnat 
revenues.  Here  is  the  brief  bat  significant  a> 
count ! 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
Congress,  at  the  September  session  of  1837, 
shows  thgt  there  was  of  available  means  in  the 
Treasury:  (including  sums  ihen  on  deposits 
with  the  State*)  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1837  -  -  -  - 142,468,859 

There  had  been  received,  subsequently 
to  that  date,  from  banks,  &c.  and 
found  available      -  -         -  -1,670,137 


Deposited  with  the  States 


44.138J99 
38,000,061 


Leaving  in  the  Treasury,  say  -         -  16,000,000 

There  hag  been  received  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  oa  its 
bonds  for  stock  sold  -  -    8,000,009 

There  has  been  collected  on  old  mer- 
chants bonds  -  -  -    6,000,009 

There  are  Treasury  notes 
outstanding  on  the  1st 
January,  1841  -  #4,652,991 

Oat  of  which  deduct  the 
balance  estimated  to  be 
in  the  Treasury  on  that 
day — (though  it  is  now 
acknowledged  to  be 
much  less)        -  -    1,590,000 

: —     3,000,006 

Making,  altogether,  a  round  sum  of    ffiOOO.000 

The  Administration  has  got,  all  the  while,  what 
it  could  out  of  the  estate — and  the  eorwat  revenue* 
have  not  been  small — and  it  has  seized  opoa  tak 
little  amount  of  thirty-three  millions  of  other  pro* 
periy  belonging  to  it*  owners,  and  has  ased  that  l| 
also. 

And,  now,  Itfr.  Chairman,  it  is  modest,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  in  the  head  of  fiaance  to  infant* 
through  the  President,  that  the  revenues,  ho*  * 
dinary  sources  of  cour&e,  for  there  aw  no*  sa 
others,  diminished,  as  be  says  they  have  0**  ■» 
be  found  abundant,  in  1841,  "to  meet  every  a*j 
gagement  (debt  on  Treasnry  notes  and  all)  Mjj 
leave  a  suitable  balance  in  the  Treasury"**  J» 
ha»  required  eight  millions  a  year,  besides  all  «*- 
rent  revenue,  for  this  .Administration  to  pay  Hi 
way — and  it  has  not  paid  its  way,  for  it  few* 
large  amoun>s  of  debt  behind  it,  as  I  will  snot]  M 
the  next  Administration  can  get  on  nry  wefl,  J* 
only  doing  without  the  yearly  addition  of  eg 
millions,  but  actually  paying  off,  in  the  very  W 
year,  several  millions  of  outstanding  Iftsstrys* 
debt — to  say  nothing  now  of  other  ^^jj*! 
providing  for  all  ordinary  expenditure*.  TaM 
say,  is  modest;  and  I  moat  now  examine,  ifi»» 
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deteiJ,  the  basis  of  ihe  estimates  on  which  the  Se- 
cretary comes  to  such  'extraordinary  conclusions. 
We  shall  find,  I  think,  that  what  the  Secretary 
somewhere  calls  his  "probability  of  a  conjecture" 
fsaot  altogether  to  be  relied  on. 

I  begin  with  his  estimate  of  charges  falling  on 
ihe  Treasury  in  184 1,  and  I  pronounce  it  altogether 
•  below  the  mark.  The  first  thing  that  struck  me  on 
looking  into  this  estimate  was  the  extraordinary 
difference  between*  the  total  sum  required  for  the 
service  of  1841  and  that  which  had  been  expended 
in  1849  and  previous  years. 

The  Secretary *s  estimates  for  1841  stand  thus: 
For  new  appropriations         -  -  (16,621,520 

Under  former  acts  of  Congress,  ex- 
clusive of  public  debt        -  -  864,000 

Total  -  -  -  %\ 7,485,5-20 

To  which  he  adds  for  "omissions,"  dfcc      1,7  64,480 

"•Total  snm  required  for  1841,  exclu- 
sive of  public  debt  and  Treasury 

•      notes         -•  -  -  -  $19,250,000 

The  expenditures  of  1840,  for  ordinary  purposes, 

estimating,  as  the  Secretary  doe%  a  round  sum  of 

*  five  millions  for  the  last  quarter,  have  been 
(22.489.349.    But  the  Secretary  says  the  other  De- 

*  pariments  estimate  the  expenditures  of  the  last 
quarter  at  more  than  five  millions.  Taking  them 
at  the  average  of  the  first  three  quarters,  which 
must  be  nearer  the  truth,  and  the  total  expendi- 
tures in  1840,  exclusive  of  debt  and  Treasury 
notes,  have  been  $23  319,131.    I  believe  it  will  be 

'  found  they  have  not  fallen  below  |24  000,000.  Be- 
tween this  sum  of  $23,319  131,  expended  in  1840, 

'  and  the  sum  shown  in  the  Secretary^  table  of  fsii- 
matee  for  the  like  service  in   1841,  ($17,485,520,) 

*  the  difference  is  $5,833,611;  and  after  adding,  as 
he  does,  more  than  a  million  and  three  quarters  for 
omissions  and  contingencies  to  the  estimates  for 
1841,  the  difference  is  still  $4,069,131. 

But  the  difference  between  the  estimates  for 
1841,  taking  the  Secretary's  highest  sum,  $19,250,- 
000s  and  the  actual  expenditures  for  the  like  pub- 
lic service  in  the  former  years  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, is  still  greater  and  more  extraordina- 
ry- Thus,  in  1839,  excluding  payments  on  ac- 
count of  public  debt,  Treasury  notes,  and  trust 
funds,  the  expenditures  were  $25,410,000;  and  in 
1838,  they  were  $31,544,000.  The  difference  in 
'  the  one  case  U  $6  163,000,  and  iu  the  other 
$19294,000. 

Another  thing  deserves  to  be  noticed.  The  esti- 
mates for  the  year  are  usually  summed  up  or  re- 
ferred to  in  gross,  under  three  heads,  namely,  civil, 
miscellaneous,  end  foieign  intercourse;  naval,  and 
military. 

Now  the  reduction  in  the  public  expenditures  in 

the  course  of  this  Administration,  up  to  the  present 

.  time,  has  been  little  or  nothing  under  the  first  two 

-  heads,  but  hat  taken  place  almost  wholly  under 

the  head  of  "military." 

Thus,  under  the  head  of  "military,"  the  expen- 

•  dltures'were: 

In  1838      -  -  -  -$19,916,000 

In  1839      -  14,266,000 

In  1840  (part  estimated)    -  -    11,667,000 

«■       Under  the  head  of  "civi1,"  Ac.  they  were: 

In  1838      -  -  -  -    $5,666,000 

In  1839  (short  session  of  Congees*)        4  9 18,000 
In  1840      ---  -      5,490,000 

And  under  the  head  of  "naval,"  they  were: 
In  1838      -  $5,941,000 

In  1839      ...  -      6,225,01)0 

In  1840      -'  6 1G0,000 

For  the  year  1841,  taking  the  table  of  estimates, 
a  still  further  reduction  is  propose  J  under  the  head 
of  "military,"  while,  at  the  same  time,  and  for  the 
first  time,  it  is  proposed  to  bring  down  the  expendi- 
tures under  both  the  other  heads. 
The  table  of  estimates  stands  thus: 
For  military  -  -  -    $8,589,000 

For  civil,  Ac        -  -  *      3,450,000 

For  naval  -  5,445,000 

These  figures  show  how  handsomely,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Secretary,  the  work  of  retrenchment 
may  g0  on  in  th^ civil  and  naval  departments;  but 


it  has  taken  him  full  four  years  to  make  the  dis- 
covery. 

But,  seeing  ibis  great  saving  of  several  millions 
in  the  total  amounts  proposed  for  1841,  compared 
with  the  expenditures  of  the  last  and  previous 
years,  the  inquiry  naturally  arose,  how  i&  all  taifc? 
JsthecouQtry  less  broad  and  extensive  than  it  was? 
Are  not  its  in'.erests  as  various  and  as  vast?  Do 
not  onr  limits  extend  as  far  in  the  direction  of  the 
Restock,  and  in  the  direction  of  the  Red  river  and 
the  Arkansas  as  formerly?  Is  not  the  Briton  still 
on  our  Northern  border,  and  the  Indian  still  on 
our  Western  border?  Is  not  the  Seminole  still  in 
Florida?  Are  not  the  seas  and  oceans  over  which 
our  commerce  spreads  itself  as  wide  as  ever?  Has 
the  civil  list  been  cut  down?  Does  n  u  our  army 
number  as  before?  Have  we  fewer  ships  and  men 
to  keep  afloat  than  former  1)  ?  Nothing  of  the  sort 
that  I  can  find. 

But  the  Secretary  does  tell  us  that  ha  has  himself, 
in  bis  own  Department,  commenced  some  retrench- 
ment. Out  of  sixteen  hundred  officers  in  the  cus- 
tom-house department,  he  has  dispensed  with  the 
services  of  a  few  subordinate?;  he  has  reformed  the 
revenue  cutter  service;  and  he  has  knocked  out  an 
-eye  or  two  Among  the  light-houses — all  very  bene- 
ficial to  commerce,  no  doubt;  but  he  certainly  has 
not  saved  by  all  this  those  millions  which  his  di- 
minished estimates  would  indicate.  No;  but  the:e 
millions— they  are  saved,  lo  be  sure,  in  another 
way;  and  here  we  have  the  secret. 

The  Secretary  says  in  hi*  report,  (and  the  Fresi* 
dent  echoes  the  joy  ful  bound:) 

"It  is  balieved  that  the  ordinary  expense*  of  1341  ought  to 
Tall  some  millions  below  those  in  1S40:  as  the  pensions  have 
diminished  by  deaths;  fewer  Indiana  remain  to  be  removed, 
several  expensive  public  buildings  have  been  mostly  finished; 
and  hostilities  with  the  Seminoles  must  he  nearer  to  a  close." 

Weil,  sir,  observe  that  all  this  is  proposed  as  re* 
during  the  estimates  for  1841— this  present  blessed 
year— and  as  reducing  the  amount  some  millions. 
Was  the  Secretary  dreaming?  Compare  the  esti- 
mates for  1841  with  those  for  1840,  and  look  at 
facts.  How  much  speculation  does  the  Secretary 
make  out  of  the  deaths  of  pensioners?  He  proposes 
an  appropriation  for  this  year  less  than  that  of  tjje 
last  by  (350,000.  *  But  will  death  relieve  him  to 
that  amount?  No;  what  with  old  appropriations 
8andiogover,  added  to  the  new,  and  to  be  applied 
to  pensions,  the  saving,  I  apprehend,  will  not  equal 
one  half  of  that  sum. 

In  the  Indian  Department,  very  large  ••urns  are 
standing  over  to  tail  on  the  Treasury  in  1841,  and 
the  new  appropriations  proposed  for  the  present 
year  are  scarcely  $30,000  less  than  those  of  the 
preceding  year.  I  venture  to  say  the  actual  ex- 
penditure will  be  greater  in  this  department  this 
year  than  last. 

As  for  the  public  buildings,  the  great  saving  in 
this  quarter  is  soon  told.  The  custom-house  in 
New  York  i?  supposed  to  be  ont  of  the  way.  There 
was  appropriated  to  this  bail  ding  last  year  $118,743. 
To  three  public  buildings  in  th's  city  last  year 
$330,000  were  appropriated.  I  understand  that  the 
estimates  of  the  architect  the  present  year,  for  all 
buildings  in  this  city,  amount  to  $400,000.  We 
shall  find  no  saving  here  going  very  far  towards 
making  op  th«  Secretary ^  "some  millions." 

And,  finally,  as  to  the  last  patticular  named  by 
the  Secretary,  under  which  ibis  "some  millions" 
was  to  be  saved,  namely,  that  "hostilities  with  the 
Seminoles  must  be  nearer  to  an  end."  Well,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  should  have  great  doubt  of  the  fact  of 
th;s  war  being  nearer  to  an  end  than  when  it  first 
began,  if  I  did  not  recollect  that  this  Administra- 
tion is  nearer  to  an  end.  But  we  are  to  have  a 
great  saving  in  1841,  not  because  this  war  is  ac- 
tually to  an  end  in  1841—1  hope  it  may— but  be- 
cause, in  1841,  the  v  ar  muit  be  nearer  to  an  end 
than  in  1840 1  That,  sir,  is  ciphering  and  logic 
worthy  of  the  Secretary. 

Bat,  really,  to  talk  of  expenditures  on  account 
of  this  Florida  busraes  being  less  this  year  than 
last,  is  mockery,  or  something  worse.  With  out- 
standing indebtedness  on  account  of  volunteers  and 
militia  to  the  amount  probably  of  $300,000,  the 
Paymaster  General  declaring  that  no  provision  has 
been  made  for  pay  in*  those  trcops,  and  that  they 
have  not  been  paid;  with  the  Quartermaster  Ge- 
neral urgently  demanding,  more  than  six  weeks 


ago,  $400,000,  as.  a  partial  appropriation,  to  an- 
swer immediate  and  pressing  necessities  in  this  ser- 
vice; with  the  war  still  going  on;  and  2,000  volun- 
teers and  militia  in  the  field,  and  to  remain  in  the 
field,  as  Mr.  Poinsett  shows  in  his  report;  with 
these  facts  all  before  the  Secretary  at  the  time,  it  is 
amaz  ng  how  he  should  have  brought  his  courage 
up  to  speak  of  a  saving  to  the  Treasury  in  1841  in 
reference  to  this  service.  Last  year,  $300,000  was 
all  that  was  appropriated  for  this  service,  the  of* 
ficer  making.the  estimate  having  been  required- 
ordered — to  cut  it  down  to  that  sum;  this  year,  un- 
less this  Administration  mean  now  to  abandon  the 
who'e  concern,  the  Treasury  must  bear,  not  only 
the  burden  of  the  current  service,  but  the  greater 
part  of  that  of  the  last  year  also;  and  yet  the  Se- 
cretary is  not  afraid  to  talk  to  us  of  a  great  saving 
to  be  made  in  this  quarter  !* 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  nothing  in  all  the  official 
acquaintance  we  nave  had  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  calculated  to  inspire  very  implicit 
confidence  in  his  accuracy.  The  last  year  bit 
mark  for  new  and  permanent  appropriations  was 
$20,000,000;  and  he  told  us  he  thought  the  expen- 
ditures would  bewitbin  that  turn.  With  all  the 
efforts  of  all  the  party  to  "keep  the  appropriations 
within  the  estimates,"  about  which  so  much  wee 
said  or  sang,  they  found  it  necessary  to  swell  the 
appropriation  to  $23,686,037,  and  the  actual  ex- 
penditures of  the  year  have  not  fallen  much,  if  any^ 
short  of  $24,000,000.  Mr.  Woodbury  is  not  nearer 
the  true  maik  now  than  he  was  then.  He  pays  to 
the  neit  President  the  equivocal  compliment  of 
supposing  that,  in  his  hands,  the  same  Government 
can  be  administered  this  year,  with  the  same  pub* 
lie  service,  for  nineteen  and  a  quarter  millions, 
which  has  cost  the  country,  undec  the  present' 
Chief  Magistrate,  the  past  year,  twenty-four,  and 
in  previous  years  twenty  five  and  thirty-one  and  a 
half  millions.  Give  the  next  President  time  to 
make  reforms,  in  such  manner  that  the  public  ser- 
vice shall  not  suffer,  and  tjien  it  may  be  reasonable 
enough  to  expect  retrenchment. 

But,  sir,  the  omissions  and  deficiences  of  the  Se- 
cretary's estimates  for  1841  are  gross  and. glaring. 
He  attempts  to  cover  with  a  general  sum,  added  to 
his  "tables"  of  estimates,  some  of  these  omissions* 
With  this  general  sum  added,  however,  the  whole 
estimate  reaches  only  to  $19,250,000,  which  i» 
four  millions  and  a  half  less  than  the  expenditure* 
for  the  tame  objects  the  past  year,  as  we  have 
seen.  His  "tables"  contain  nothing  for  private 
claims  to  be  allowed  by  Congress,  which  m*y 
amount  to  a  miliion;  nothing  for  the  Florida  war, 
when  two  millions  may  be  required;  a  very  inade- 
quate sum  for  the  war  steamers  and  frigates  neces- 
sary to  be  completed  or  put  in  progress  the  present 
year;  nothing  for  navy  pensions,  when  $150,000 
was  wanted;  nothing  for  public  buildings  in  this 
city,  for  which  $400,000  is  required;  nothing  to 
pay  large  sums  due,  I  suppose  incontestabiy,  to 
Maine,  and  to  Georgia,  and  to  some  other  States; 
nothing  for  the  survey  of  the  Northeastern  boun- 
dary line;  nothing  to  pay  for  the  sites  of  marine 
hospitals  on  the  Western  waters,  or  lor  the  hos- 
pitals themselves;  nothing  for  the  President's  Hon**, 


*  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  dated  December  17,  1840,  ona 
month  before  thia  debate  began,  transmitting  •  estimate*  of  ap- 
propriations for  the  continuance  of  the  Florida  war,"  was 
finally,  <m  the  21st  January,  ISil,  after  ha  vine  been  referred  to 
by  Mr.  Eva>*s,  a  member  of  the  committee,  disclosed  and  laid 
before  the  Home.  It  must  be  observed  that,  in  the  estimate* 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  1841,  adopted  as  correct 
by  the  chairman  of  Ways  and  Mean?,  in  his  speech  of  the 
13th  of  January,  not  one  dollar  is  asked  for,  or  proposed,  for  the 
Florida  war.  The  Secretary  of  War,  In  his  letter,  shows  that 
appropriations  for  this  service,  partly  for  arrears,  to  'lie 
amount  of  62,335,329  76,  are  indispensable.  This  is  one  sin* 
gle  item  to  be  added  to  the  Treasury  estimates.  Here  lathe 
^uin  of  this  account: 

Estimates  for the  Florida  war.  1841,  presented  try  the  Seers 

tary  of  War. 
For  arrearages  of  pay  for  militia  and  volunteers  9290,090  10 
For  par  of  militia  and  volunteers  now  in  service, 

for 1841 «S»217  78 

For  Quartermaatec>  Department-  ^^ 

Arrearages        •        i200,000 
For  1841  -  •       1,100,000 

1,300,000  00 

For  subsistence  for  l£4l       •  •  •  -  222,421  87* 

For  Medical  Department      •  •     '      •  -     16,000  00 

For  Ordnance  Department  ....    30,00000 

•2,380,32  tfSft 
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that  the  wornout  tinsel  now  there  may  be  replaced 
with  furniture,  as  it  ousht  to  be,  of  good  substan- 
tial American  manufacture;  and  nothing  for  many 
•met  things  which  may  be  likely  to  find  their  way 
into  the  appropriations.  I  greatly  distrust  these 
"tablet"  of  the  Sccietary,  especially  under  the 
bead  of  "miltary."  His  estimates  tor  1841  are 
$8  500,000  oilier  this  head;  hst  year  they  were 
.id, 300,000;  and  the  actual  expenditures  have  been 
411,600,000. 

-  Bui  the  point  of  greatest  error  and  fallacy  in  his 
estimates  is  still  behind,  in  a  veiy  obscure  and  in- 
volved paragraph  of  his  report,  he  does  refer  to  the 
mmtter  to  which  I  now  allude.  He  admits  that  l(a 
greater  proportion  of  the  outstanding  appropriations 
at  the  end  of  1840  may  be  expended  in  1841  than 
will  be  left  unexpended  of  the  new  charges  im- 
posed." This  requires  elucidation;  as  what  does 
tat  la  this  report? .  Nor  doe  *  the  Secretary  give  to 
fee  fact  at  which  he  here  aims  the  force  and  effect 
wfefeh  belong  to  it.    I  will  explain. 

On  the  first  of  January  in  every  year,  it  is  found 
feat  large  sums  out  of  the  appropriations  of  the 
preceding  year,  have  not  yet  been  drawn  from  the 
fcreaanry.  In  the  first  place,  large  amounts  have 
Wen  earned,  and  the  money  is  due,  but  it  has  not 
yet  been  called  for;  and  then  other  large  amounts 
mnder  these  old  appropriations  have  not  yet  been 
•awed,  but  they  will  be  in  due  time,  and  the  money 
called  for.  In  both  cases,  and  for  both  amounts, 
these  sums  fall  on  the  Treasury  mainly  in  the  year 
fallowing  that  in  wh*<h  the  appropriations  are 
made.  This  year  the  amounts  thus  standing  over, 
ttnder  old  appropriation?,  and  which  will  fall  as  a 
•barge  on  the  Treasury  in  the  j  e.ir  1841,  are  esti- 
anaied  by  the  Departments,  as  we  learn  from  the 
Secretary,  at  $10,411,027.  Tbi*,  as  I  have  said, 
becomes  a  charge  on  the  Treasury  in  1841,  and 
ought  to  be  so  stated,  and  must  be  in  any  accurate 
account  of  the  burdens  which  the  Tieasury  may 
nave  to  sustain  within  the  year.  This  important 
item,  however,  being  included  in  such  an  account, 
there  shovld,  of  course,  be  deducted  from  the  sum 
ef  (he  new  appropriations  for  the  year,  so  much  out 
of  these  appropriations  as  it  may  be  estimated  will 
be  found  standing  over  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and 
Which  will  not,  therefore,  be  a  charge  on  the  Trea- 
sury within  the  year.  This  course  I  have  taken  in 
aw  estimate  for  the  year  which  I  have  made,  and 
which  I  will  soon  present  to  the  committee. 

The  Secretary  says:  **These  two  items"—  by 
wbich,  I  suppose,  he  means  ihe?»e  balances  of  ap- 
propriations s  anding  over  from  year  u>  year — "are 
usually  computed  to  equal  each  other."  I  am  of 
opinion  that  these  balances  of  1840  and  1841  will 
be  found  to  be  rery  far  from  equalling  each  other. 

In  the  first  place,  I  am  not  satisfied  that  the  Se- 
-  eretary  has  got  the  amount  standing  over  from 
1040  high  enough.  He  takes  the  sums  as  they  are 
estimated  and  given  him  by  the  Departments,  and 
these  are  not  always  to  be  depended  on.  In  hi*  re- 
pert  of  last  year,  the  Secretary  himself  said  there 
estimates  were  not  high  enough  then  by  two  mi!* 
liens  of  dollars.  He  bad  quite  as  much  reason  to 
doubt  their  accuracy  now.  In  looking  into  the  re- 
ports from  some  ot  these  Departments,  1  find  very 
large  turns  shown  to  have  been  standing:  over  so 
late  as  the  1st  of  October  last— in  some  cases  enor- 
mously large.  For  example,  iu  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment alone,  $3,000,000  were  stand  in?  over,  while 
sit  the  tame  time  there  was  about  $2,225,000  in  the 
bands  of  disbursing  agents  yet  unexpended.  1  doubt 
if  there  be  a  cent  lefs  than  $2,500,000  under  this 
bead  alone,  reserved  to  fall  on  the  Treasury  in  the 
present  year.  Upwards  of  $700,000  for  taking  the 
sixth  census  in  1840  remains  to  be  paid  in  1841. 
Other  examples  might  be  given. 

A  very  decided  effect  in  throwing  over  charges 
from  the  lart  y«ar  to  iho  present,  in  a  way  alto- 
gether new,  has  been  produced  by  pesponing  the 
application  of  appropriations  made  for  certain 
works  and  object?,  under  the  authority  given  to  the 
Presdent  in  some  of  the  appropriation  bills. 
Whatever  may  be  the  Presidents  understanding 
about  the  fact,  certain  it  is  that  several  of  the  prin- 
cipal officers  testify  positively  in  their  reports  to 
these  pvsrponemente.  This,  added  w  the  fact  of 
in*  vary  late  period  at  which  the  principal  appro- 
priation tills  were  passed  at  ihs  last  aession,  ren- 


dered unusually  Uue  sjmd  unavailable  within  the 
year.  Thus  Col.  Talcott,  of  the  Ordnance  De- 
partmer  t,  says: 

"Tho  appropriation*  for  1540  wore  made  by  Congress  at  io 
late  a  period  riO'h  July)  that  very  Jew  of  the  objects  authorized 
could  be  effected  during  the  year;  moreover,  the  restrictions  of 
the  third  section  of  the  appropriation  law  having  been  applied 
ton  large  portion  of  the  iunds  of  this  Department, (vis  $5fc0,« 
45*2  31,)  the  balances  semaiuing  in  the  TreaMiry  on  the  30th  of 
September  last  were,  consequently,  very  large,  and  far  beyond 
the  usual  amounts." 

So  the  Chief  Engineer,  Colonel  Toiten  says: 

"The  appropriations  of  the  last  Congress  applicable  to  theso 
Object*!  [in  his  Department]  were  not'madetill  the  middle  of 
July;  and,  when  made,  iho  slate  of  the  Treasury  attached  re- 
st rics ions,  leaving  the  grant*  intangible  for  the  reel  of  the 
year." 

It  is  evident  that  these  balances  of  appropriations 
standing  over  must  always  be  greater  in  those  years 
when  the  bills  are  pasted  at  the  close  of  a  leng  ses- 
sion of  Congress  iban  in  those  year  J  when  the  bills 
are  of  necessity  passed  early,  as  in  the  short  &es- 
sipns.  It  must  now  be  evident,  also,  from  the  con- 
siderations ju«  presented,  that  the  difference  in 
these  balances  between  the  year  1840  and  the  year 
1841  must  be  unusually  great.  It  is  but  tco  appa- 
rent, moreover,  to  my  mind,  and  so  the  fact,  I  have 
no  doubt,  will  turn  out,  that  there  have  keen  other 
postponements  than  those  that  have  taken  place 
under  color  of  law.  The  first  object,  and 'one 
pursued  very  assiduously,  has  been  to  avoid  de- 
mands on  the  Treasury  by  avoiding  and  refusing 
appropriations,  even  when  it  was  positively  known 
that  indebtedness  must  be  incurred,  as  in  the  casi 
of  the  Florida  war;  and  then  it  has  been  made  a 
point,  by  every  possible  delay,  and  every  possible 
device,  where  appropriations  have  been  made,  to 
avoid  and  postpone  expenditures.  For  all  this, 
the  Treasury  must  groan  and  sweat  in  the  year 
1841. 

So  much  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  the  Secreta- 
ry's estimates  of  expenditures  in  1841,  which  are 
altogether  too  low;  and  now  for  bis  estimates  of  re- 
venue and  receipts  in  the  same  year,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  are  altogether  too  high. 

On  this  latter  score— the  estimating  of  receipts— 
the  Secretary  has  not  certainly  heretofore  been  very 
happy  in  his  "probabilities  of  a  conjecture."  I  am 
indebted  to  a  friend  who  sits  near  me,  [Mr.  Eve- 
rett of  Vermont,]  for  the  fact,  that,  in  the  whole 
six  years  of  Mr.  Woodbury's  administration  of  the 
finances,  his  annual  guesses  at  in-coming  revenue, 
taken  altogether,  have  been  just  according  to  the 
result — wanting  only  the  trifling  sum  of  sixty  two 
millions  tf  dclUrs. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, he  confidently  expected  to  realize  from  cus- 
toms $15,000,000,  in  1840;  he  has  got  about 
$12,500,000.  Tnis  year  he  expeos  (19,000,000 
from  the  same  sourc;  I  do  not  believe  he  will  get 
$15,000,000,  though  in  my  calculations  for  the  year 
I  allow  $16,000,000. 

It  seems  to  be  supposed  by  the  Secretary,  as  well 
certainly  as  by  some  others,  that  business  and 
prosperity  will  greatly  revive  afcer  the  late  depres- 
sion; and  that,  therefor  ct  there  will  be  a  great  in- 
crease in  the  import*.  I  do  not  think  this  follows. 
Confidence  will,  no  doubt,  to  some  good  extent, 
come  in  with  :he*new  Administration, and  business 
Will  begin  to  be  more  active.  But  there  can  be  no 
full  prosperity  in  this  wide  country,  so  long  as  ex- 
changes continue  to  be  deranged,  Mid  the  cur* 
rency  remains  unregulated.  Intelligent  business 
men  know  this,  and  importers  as  xaell  as  others. 
That  there  may  be  korae  effort  and  seme  active 
competition,  in  the  caily  part  cf  this  year,  to  sup- 
ply the  supposed  deficiency  in  the  importations  of 
the  la>t  year,  is  to  be  expected.  Wiih  this  view, 
no  doubt,  ioj porta  on  foreign  account  may  for  a 
while  ccme  in  pretty  actively.  But  there  are 
causes,  I  think,  to  check  any  great  excess  of 
imports. 

in  the  first  place,  I  cannot  learn  that  there  really 
is  any  scarcity  or  deficiency  of  foreign  goods. 
There  is  no  extraordinary  demand  in  any  quarter, 
The  country  was  satistied  with  what  it  got  Ja«t 
year,  and  ii  will  be  sa'ii-fied  this  year  with  about 
the  same  amount  of  foreign  articles.  The  first* 
effect  of  a  very  full  supply  will  be  to  knock  down 
prices.  The  country  has  learned  some  moderation; 
and  that,  for  a  while  at  least,  will  stand  in  the 
way  of  excessive  importations.  a 


Again.  In  1839,  there  were  excessive  import*. 
lion»,  running  up  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-two 
miU'on?;  and  last  $ear  it  was  a  favorite  notion  of 
the  Secretary  that  ''subsequent  to  a  large  imports, 
turn  and  a  fall  of  prices  in  articles  exported,  as  in 
1839,  jhe  amount  of  imports  often  declines  for  om 
or  two  years.  After  1825  it  declined  (be  ays) 
uninterruptedly  for  six  years."  He  seems  aov 
to  have  gotten  over  this  notion  entirely. 

In  his  report  of  last  year,  too,  the  Secretary  re- 
marked on  the  effect  of  a  restricted  tiicnhuoa, 
which  existed  then  and  exist*  now,  and  must  con- 
tinue to  exist.  And  he  declared  that  "taut  a  di- 
minution in  ihe  imports  had  already  commenced, 
and  was  confidently  expected  to  continue  for  some 
time."  The  fact  of  a  restricted  currency,  with  tat 
deranged  state  of  the  exchanges,  must  have  the 
effect  to  limit  importations.  And  this  it  a  slate  of 
things  which  cannot  be  cured  until  lbeSflVTrea- 
sury  shall  be  removed,  and  the  country  shall  have 
time  to  recover  from  its  unhappy  effects. 

Another  important  agent  in  tinuuog  imports  it 
onr  foreign  indebtedness.  This  was  strongly  in- 
sisted upon  a  year  ago,  both  by  the  Secretary  and 
the  President.  Twelve  million?  of  exports  are  re- 
qniied  annually,  any  they,  to  pay  interest  on  loan* 
abroad,  and  so  much  at  least  of  the  exports  eta 
bring  ia  no  returns  of  import*. 

Tne  Secretary  admits  that  importations  will  ha 
somewhat  checked  the  present  year  from  the  consi- 
deration that  a  very  large  amount  of  duties  go  of 
under  the  compromise  act  in  1843,  commencing  in 
January  of  that  year,  which  will  indnee  importers 
to  keep  back  their  goods  for  the  benefit  of  the  re- 
duction.   Undoubtedly  tbis-will  have  to  effect.  . 

Now,  it  is  an/the  face  of  all  these  considerations 
that  the  Secretary,  to  make  a  good  show  of  means 
in  the  Treasury,  ventures  to  anticipate,  not  merely 
It  moderate  increase  of  imports  from  last  year, 
which  1  am  willing  to  concede,  but  absotetdya 
most  extravagant  and  excessive  state  of  me  im- 
port trade.  For,  observe,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  order 
to  get  his  $19,000,000  of  datiep,  he  must  eomputa 
the  imports  at  about  $158,000,000;  Thais  vidua 
four  millions  of  the  great  excess  of  imports  m 
1839,  which  was  the  year  of  largest  importations 
the  country  has  ever  seen  by  very  far,  except  one, 
the  year  1836  i  And  this  is  not  all,  sir,  for  voile 
the  Secretary  would  make  us  believe  that  ve  aft 
to  be  supplied  with  foreign  goods  ia  1841,  imout* 
ing  in  value  to  $158,000,000,  which  he  dees  not 
seem  to  re«ard  as  at  ail  excessive,  yet  when  in 
another  part  of  his  report  he  comes  to  talkoi  the 
prospects  ahead,  and  to  recommend  economy,  or 
something  else,  why  then  be  discovers  that,  in  toe 
very  next  year,  1842,  it  would  W  be  safe  to  expect 
that  the  imports  would  exceed  thosejof  1838.  And 
what  were  the  imports  of  1838?  Less  than 
$1 14,000,000 !  What  a  happy  and  instructive  eon* 
s  stency  I 

ft?  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  value  of  imports  in  1841 
shall  come  np  to  about  $133,000,000,  which  fcfnlt 
$28,000,000  more  than  last  year,  we  snail  bara 
$16,000,000  cf  duties  out  of  them,  as  I  cakalito. 
I  do  not  believe  the  imports  will  coma  up  to  that; 
and  if  we  get  fouitern  or  fifteen  millions  from 
customs,  k  i*  as  much  as  1  expect  to  see^espteattJ 
after  drawbacks  and  bounties  are  taken  orn.  Bat 
in  my  estimates  I  shall  take  the  sum  of  $16,000,060, 
t<  at  1  may  not  te  foun!  below  the  mark. 

1  am  now  prepared,  Mr.  Chairman  to  offerjo* 
my  estimates  for  the  year,  only  remarking  that,  in- 
stead of  beginning,  as  the  Secretary  does,  wrth  an 
available  balance  in  the  Treasury,  1  amforosdto 
set  down  a  large  balance  against  it. 
Estimate  of  charges  which  will  fall  on  tfe  ^asJfsn 
the  year  1 84 1  for  ordinary  purposes,  esf  *J*J*J 
charges  on  account  of  funded  debt,  tad  ths  m*T 
Hon  of  Ti  easury  notes*  . 

On  the  1st  of  January,  J841,  the  ****** 
Treasury  notes  outstanding  was      .  $4,650^00 
The  whole  of  this  sum  will  be  redeem- 
able in  1841,  but  it  is  computed  that  , 
$500,000  of   the  amount  may  not 
come  in  within  the  year,  which  de- 
duct •  .  . 


For  interest  payable  on  the  amount  to 


SwUmi, 


apphndu  to  the  congressional  globe. 
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be  redeemed,  add 


There  was  available  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1841,  accord- 
ing to  the  Secretary,  though  it  is  now 
understood  that  the  amount  is  much 
Jess  the  ium  of  (1,590,855,  which 
dedact         ... 


200,000  |! 
#4,350,000 


1,500,855 


Leaving  as  a  charge  in  the  Treasury  in 
1841,  on  account  of  Treasury  notes 

.  outstanding  on  the  1st  of  Jannaiy, 
over  and  a  bo  re  any  balance  in  the 
Treasury,  this  sum  .  .  #2,759,145 

To  this  sum  of  #2,759,145  is  to  be 
added  the  balances  of  appropriations 

*  made  in  1840,  and  previously,  si  end- 
ing over  on  the  1st  January,  1841, 
and  which  will  be  a  charge  on  the 
Tieasury  within  the  year  1841, 
amounting  to,  though  I  suppose  this 
sum  is  not  enough  by  #2,003,000     .  10,411,027 

Making  together  #13,170,172 

Thus  we  have  #13,170,172  chargeable 
on  the  Treasury  in  1841,  before 
making  any  new  appropriations  what- 
ever for  that  year.  And  to  this  is 
now  to  be  added  the  amount  of  new 
and  permanent  appropriations  to  the 
extent  to  which  they  will  become  a 
charge  on  the  Treasury  within  the 
yea 

The  a>  {mates  of  the  Secretary  for  new 
and  permanent  appropriations  and 
for  paoik debt  amount  to  #19,^99,200 

To  this  I  add  for  all  errors 
and  omissions,  the  parti- 
culars of  which  I  have 
before  explained,  as  the 
least  sum  .  ♦    3,000,000 


Making   the  estimates  for 


the  year 


#22,399,200 


But  out  of  this  sum  is  to 
be  deducted  so  much  as 
may  remain,  not  called 
for  and  standing  over  at 
the  close  of  1841,  which 
I  compute  at      .  .    8,000,000 

Leaving  of  new  and  perma- 
nent appropriations  for 
1341,  which  will  fa  J  as  a 
charge  on  the  Treasury 
within  the  year  .  .  .      #14,399,200 


Making  the  sum  chargeable  \  on  the 
Treasury  in  1841  for  the  purposes 


above  named 


#27,569,372 


Estimate  of  revenue  and  receipts  which  will  com*  into 
the  Treasury  and  be  available  in  the  year  1841  un- 
der existing  laws,  and  chewing  the  deficit. 
From  customs.  .  #16,000,000 

From   lands,  probably   too   high   by 

#500,000  at  least      .  .  .    3,500,000 

Miscellaneous.  .  .  .         30,000 

Banks,  balance  .  .  .       220,000 

Treasury  notes,  which,  under  the  act  of 
March,  1840,  may  yet  be  issued, 
amount  may  be        •  #342,618 

But  of  this  amount  there 
will  be  returned  and  re- 
deemed wiihm  the  year 
at  least  .  .  .       100,000 

[$242,618 

Available*  in  all  for  the  year    .  #20,042,618 

Charges  on  the  Treasury         .  .  27,569.372 

Deficit  for  the  year  .  #7,526  754 

Here,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  my  "conjecture" 
in  regard  to  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  *  reasury 
for  the  present  year.  The  committee  will  judge 
wbat  reliance  is  to  be  placed  upon  it.  I  "»▼«  g|y*n 
tbem  the  grounds  on  wmoh  I  have  proceeded  in 


making  these  calculations.  Let  them  be  impeached 
if  ihey  can  be.  I  do  not  mean  lo  claim  for  them 
any  son  ot  infallibility.  I  have  made  the  best  use 
of  the  materials  I  had,  and  have  endeavored  to 
come  to  honest  and  just  results.  I  may  have  fallen 
into  errors;  bet  this  1  will  say,  that  if  the  Secretary 
and  his  friends  are  willing  to  abide  by  his  estimates 
for  the  year,  I  am  willing  to  abi«ie  by  mine,  and 
we  will  see  whose  "conjecture*'  will  turn  out  to  be 
nearest  the  truth. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  one  impeachment 
more,  and  only  one,  to  offer,  of  (he  accuracy  of 
the  financial  statements  of  the  Secretary  and  the 
President.  "This,"  says  the  President,  "js  tha 
only  Government  which,  having  fully  and  faith- 
fully paid  ail  its  creditors,  has  also  rtl'uved  itself 
entirely  from  debt."  The  only  shadow  of  exception 
to  this  sweeping  declaration  which  I  can  find, 
either  in  the  Message  or  Report,  relates  to  Treasu- 
ry notes  outstanding,  and  to  "an  obligation  entered 
into  in  behalf  of  the  District  of  Columbia;*'  and 
both  these  items  are  readily  disposed  of.  A*  to  the 
four  and  a  half  millions  of  Treasury  notes  out- 
standing, they  are  to  be  redeemed  in  1841,  out  of 
"current  revenue."  Th*  statements  1  have  sub- 
mitted, as  well  as  the  very  bill  now  before  us  for  a 
new  issue  of  note?,  show  wbat  chance  there  is  of 
that.  And  as  to  the  'obligation  in  behalf  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,"  why,  that  obligation  "mnst 
soon  be  discharged" — as  if  the  debt  was  to  be  paid 
by  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  that  would  re* 
lieve  this  Government  from  the  "obligation."  I 
will  only  say,  sir,  that,  as  I  understand  this  matter, 
ibis  debt  is  ours,  and  not  that  of  the  corporate  cities 
'  of  this  District.  It  has  been  distinctly  assumed  by 
this  Government,  upon  a  good  consideration  pass- 
ing between  the  parties,  and  these  cities  have  no- 
thing farther  to  do  with  i'. 

But  the  President  thinks  himself  justified  in  de- 
claring, on  the  whole,  that  this  Government  has 
"relieved  itself  entirely  from  debt."  I  am  not  able 
to  flatter  myself  so  much  in  regard  to  this  item  in 
our  financial  condition,  as  the  ominous  statements 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  will  now  present, 
may  serve  to  show. 

Statement  of  the  public  dtbt,  regarded  as  ascertained 
and  certain,  existing  on  the  1st  January,  1841, 
though  the  amounts  may  not  be  exact. 
Treasury  notes  outstanding      .  .  #4,650,000 

Interest  which  will  have  accrued  on 

them  .  .  .  .      250,000 

•Remains  of  old  funded  and  cert  ficate 

debt 335,000 

Debts  of  the  cities  cf  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, assumed  by  the  Government, 
without  interest        .  .  .    1,500,000 

Amounts  rrquircd  to  be  invested  for  In- 
dians and  Indian  tribes,  at  least        .  '  2,580,000 
Principal  sums  payable  to  Indians,  pro- 
bably ....     1,000,000 
Amount  required  by  law  to  make  good 

the d.ficu  in  the  Navy%  Pension  Fund,  1,200,000 
Annuities  to  Indians,  (supposed  to  be 
#600,000,)  part  payable  in  perpetuity 
and  part  lor  terms  of  years;  the  pw- 
chut  or  value  of  the  whole  not  less 
than  ....     5,000,000 


Making,  of  actual  debt,  it  is  believed, 

not  1  ss  than  ...  #16,515,00 

To  this  is  to  be  added  probable 
amounts  of  indebtedness  and  liabilities 
growing  out  of  past  transactions,  as  fol- 
lower 

For  claims  growing  out  of  Indian  af- 
fairs   and    relations,    allowed,    and 
which  will  be  allowed  in  the  Depart- 
ments or  by  accounung  officers,  pro- 
bably     .  .  .  #2,000,000 
For  claims  growing  oTnt  of 
the  Florida  war,  etc.  and 
which  must  be  allowed 
by  Congress,  probably    .    3,000  000 
Dae  from  the  Government 
on  account  ot  trust  (unds, 
other  than  Indian,   pro-  ' 
bably      .            .            .       500,000 
The  fourth  instalment  un- 
der the  deposite  act  of 


1836    claimed    by    the 
States     .  .  .    9,000,000 

There  are  claims  of  Ame- 
rican citizens  for  French 
spoliations  on  onr  com- 
merce previous  to  1800, 
quite  likely  to  be  allowed 
by  Congres?,  te  .  .    5,000,000 


19,500,00* 


So  that  the  whole  amount  of  indebted- 
ness and  liabilities,  on  account  of  past 
transactions,  was,  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 184 1,  probably  not  less  than      #36,015,000 

I  have  only  a  word  or  two  of  remark  to  offer 
with  this  statement.  In  the  account  of  actual  and 
ascertained  debt,  I  put  down  #5,000,000  as  the 
value  or  purchase  of  the  annuities  to  Indians* 
When  looking  at  these  annuities  as  a  debt,  thai 
debt  can  only  be  stated  in  a  principal  sum.  I  nave 
not  myself  made  a  computation  of  the  value  of 
these  annuities— a  thing  easily  done,  according  to 
well  established  rules  and  principles;  but  I  am  in*> 
formed  by  others,  who  have  looked  more  dotal? 
into  the  subject,  that  their  value  is  much  greatcj 
than  I  have  supposed.  It  is  probably  eight  or  tern 
millions.  I*do  uot  say,  of  course,  that  this  princi* 
pal  sum  is  ever  to  be  paid;  but  there  can  be  no  just 
computation- ef  how  much  the  country  owes,  with* 
out  stating  this  item,  and  stating  it  in  this  way. 
Trie  same  general  remark  applies  to  the  item  of 
sums  required  by  law  to  be  invested  for  Indians,  if 
the  policy  shall  hereafter  be,  as  it  has  hitherto  been, 
to  pay  an  annual  interest  on  the&e  sums,  instead  of 
investing  ih<m.  It  is  not  likely,  however,  that  the 
positive  obigations  of  treaties  are  hereafter  lo  be 
so  lightly  regarded.  The  Government  will  proba- 
bly pay  what  it  really  owes. 

In  the  account  of  general  liabilities,  which  I 
have  added  to  the  statement  of  actual  and  certain 
debt,  I  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  that  any  thing 
there  is  beyond  doubt  or  cavil.  That  the  "claims' ' 
there  mentioned  exist,  and  that  the  amounts  are  not 
exaggerated,  I  confidently  believe.  Many  suppose 
the  amounts  to  be  vastly  greater,  i  believe  the 
Treasury  will  yet  groan  nnder  them.  The  fourth.- 
instalment  of  deposite  money  is  claimed  by  soma 
of  the  States  at  least.  So  much,  at  any  rate,  ia 
true,  that  a  law  now  exists  directing,-  in  the  most 
positive  terras,  this  money  to  be  deposed  with  the 
States;  and  that  law  has  never  been  repealed,  and 
it  has  never  been  executed.  Until  one  or  the  other 
thing  takes  place,  1  can  do  no  otherwise  than  count 
this  as  a  "liability"  of  the  Government  In  re* 
eard  to  the  last  item  in  this  account,  I  do  not .  hero 
say  that  the  claims  on  account  of  French  spolia* 
tions  ought  to  be  allowed— I  will  give  my  opinion 
about  that  at  the  proper  time,  if  called  upon  to  do. 
so;  but  we  know  that  they  have  many  advocates, 
and  my  opinion  is,  that  it  is  quite  likely  that  this 
will  ultimately  be  acknowledged  in  Congress  as  a 
just  debt  long  due  by  the  Government,  and,  there- 
fore, to  be  paid. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  one  statement  more  la 
present,  and  then  I  shall  have  done  with  my  notion 
of  the  rematkable  position  that  this  Government 
has  "relieved  itself  entirely  from  debt."  My  obn 
ject  in  this  statement  is  to  make  a*  near  an  an*, 
proach  as  I  can  to  the  sum  of  ail  the  hardens  and 
charges  which  will,  or  may  probably,  fall  on  tan 
Treasury  in  the  tour  years  of  the  in  coming  Ad- 
ministration, over  and  above  all  ordinary  and  oar- 
rent  expenditures.  The  items  in  this  statement  will 
be  sufficiently  understood  after  the  explanations 
which  1  have  already  given. 

ISilimsle  of  the  probable  amount  ef  public  debt  andli* 
abilUut  growing  out  of  past  transactions,  for  which 
the  Administration  of  the  ntxl  four  years  mayhem* 
to  provide — being  over  and  above  ail  current  «a> 
penditurcs,  viz. 
Treasury  Notes  outstanding,  with  inte- 
rest on  them,  including  such  as  may 
be  issued  before  the  4th  of  Marco,, 
under  tne  act  of  1840  .  •  #5,350^000 

O  d  Funded  and  Certificate  Debt,  (pro- 

Debts  of  the  Cities  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  assumed  by  the  Govern- 
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stent,  with  interest  .  .     1,750,000 

Amounts  required  to  be  invested  for  In- 
dians and  Indian  tribes        .  .    2,580,000 

Principal  sunt  payable  to  Indians  or 
Indian  tribes  .    1,000,000 

Annuities  to  same,  $500,000  per  year, 
'four  years    ....    2,000,000 

<Avoont  required  Jo  make  pood  the  de-  ~ 
licit  in  the  Navy  Pension  Fond         .  1,200,000 

Charges  which  will  fall  on  the  Treasu- 
ry in  1841,  on  account  of  liabilities 
incurred  under  appropriations  made 
ib  1840  and  previous  years— the  mtf- 
ney  haying  been  earned,  bnt  not  call- 
ed for;  taking  the  eicess  of  soch 

*  charges  over  what  will  be  chargea- 
ble on  the  Treasury  in  1842,  in  the 
like  account,  under  appropriations  of 

1841  and  previous  years  .    2,000,000 

Claims  on  account  of  Indian  affairs 

•  and  relations,  Ac  allowed  or  to  be 
allowed  in  the  Departments,  or  by 

,  accounting  officers  .  .    2,000,000 

Claims  growing  out  of  Florida  war,  Ac. 

presented  to  Congress  .    3,000,000 

Dae  on  account  of  Trust  Funds  (other 
i  than  Indian)  .  .  500,000 

Fourth  Instalment,  under  the  deposits 
.  act  of  1836  ....    9,000,000 
Claims  on  account  of  French  Spolia- 
tions on  commerce  .  .    5,000,000 
To  which  is  to  be  added  a  sum  neces- 
sary to  provide  a  suitable  average  ba- 
lance in  the  Treasury          .  .    5,000,000 


Making  in  all 


$40,380,000 


Mr.  Chairman,  the  views  which  I  have  pmeaied 
oi  our  financial  condition  will,  if  recurred  to,  suffi- 
ciently show  the  ground  of  the  position  which  I 
bow  distinctly  take.  Tnat  position  is,  that  ten 
milUons  cf  dollars  ought  to  be  immediately  borrow- 
ed for  the  semes  of  the  year  1841.  I  have  shown 
that  there  will,  by  my  estimates,  be  a  deficit  of 
means  to  meet  the  indispensable  engagements  of 
the  year  of  at  least  #7,500,000.  It  is  quite  as 
likely  to  be  more  as  to  be  less.  But  if  we  had  this 
sum,  still,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Treasury 
would  be  swept  clean.  Nobody  will  dispute  that 
#2f500j000  is  quite  as  small  a  sum  as  it  would  be 
at  all  prudent  to  depend  on  for  a  balance  ia  th 
Treasury. 

Tea  millions,  then,  is  the  least  sum  we  ought  to 
have.  And  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  this  Adminis- 
tration to  provide  for  ir.    In  the  ordinary  course  of 

.  string?,  there  can  be  no  Legislature  convened  to  act 
ea  this  subject,  after  this  is  dissolved,  until  next 
December.  This  Congress  is  bound,  therefore,  to 
legislate  fcr  the  whole  year. 
-  But  this  is  not  all  the  duty  of  this  Congress.  It 
is  conceded  that  this  Government  roust  not  rely  on 

'  sorrowing  for  current  support.  This  would  be 
that  creation  of  a  national  debt  in  time  of  pro- 
found  peace  which  the  President  so  much  depre- 
cates. But  it  is  demonstrable,  and  stands  confess- 
ed, that,  whatever  may  happen  in  1841,  tbe  Go- 
vernment cannot  pay  its  ordinary  expenses  in 
1842— to  say  nothing  of  redeeming  Treasury  notes 
or  debts— with  ordinary  and  current  revenues,  nor 
without  new  ierenues  to  a  large  amount  from  new 
duties,  or  in  some  other  way.  This  is  clear  enough, 
from  the  Secretary's  own  view  of  tbe  case.  Du- 
ties are  to  fall  off  in  January  and  July,  1842,  to 
the  amount  of  $5,000,000;  and  the  whole  income 
from  custom?,  he  s*ys,  will  not  then  exceed  len  or 
eleven  millions.  Now,  if  we  are  to  wait  till  the 
session  of  Congress  in  1842,  be 'ore  any  new  pro- 
visos for  revenue  shall  be  adopted,  is  it  not  posi- 
tively certain  that  we  must  live  in  1842,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  by  borrowing?  Com  mi  tree  ought 
to  have,  and  must  have,  several  months'  notice  be- 
fore new  duties  are  made  to  operate;  and  the  only 
way  in  which  tbe  revenue  from  customs  can  be 
materially  increased  in  1842  is  to  amend  the  duties 
acts  at  the  present  session.  So  says  Mr.  Woodbu- 
ry) who  tells  its  be  has  digested  a  plan  for  (his  pur- 

-  pose,  which  he  is  ready  to  offer  if  Congress  will 
call  for  it;  and  so  must  every  body  say  who  knows 
any  thing  of  tie  matter.  This,  then,  is  aafother 
position  which  I  take,  and  which  I  wish  to  express 


emphatically,  namely,  ih-u  it  is  tbe  indi.-p<-nsable 
dmy  of  this  Administration,  with  this  Congress,  in 
.which  it  holds  the  political  majority,  to  amend  the 
laws  laying  duties  on  imports  so  as  to  give,  as  soon 
as  possible,  end  especially  for  1842,  an  increased 
revenue  from  customs.  This  it  may'  do,  probably, 
without  touching  one  really  debates  ble  point  or 
principle  in  relation  to  the  tariff,  keeping  within  the 
policy  of  the  Compromise  Act,  and  making  the 
wealthy  consumers  of  luxuries  contribute  a  fairer 
proportion  than  they  now  do  towards  the  public 
burdens. 

I  have  only  to  repeat,  here,  that  the  neglect  of 
the  two  principal  measures  now  adverted  to,  by 
this  Administration,  must,  I  suppose,  force  the  next 
Administration  unavoidably  into  the  calling  of  an 
extra  session  of  Congress  at  an  early  day.  If  that 
is  the  purpose  of  those  who  now  hold  the  control 
here,  we  shall  know  it  by  what  they  do,  or  rather 
neglect  to  do,  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  this  Administration  will  do  its 
duty,  the  next  will  be  relieved  from  some  embar- 
rassment. And  yet  at  best  that  coming  Adminis- 
tration will  find  enough  to  do.  What  its  general 
hue  of  policy  will  be  I  cannot  say;  I  can  only  say, 
as  an  humble  individual,  what,  in  some  thingr,  at 
least,  I  hope  it  may  be. 

1  hope  it  will  provide  for  all  the  just  debts  ot  the 
Government,  and  meet  all  just  claims  and  demands 
upon  it  in  a  prompt  and  manly  way.  If  the 
amount  of  outstanding  debts  shall  be  found  to  be 
large,  and  such  as  to  press  upon  the  Government, 
I  hope  they  will  be  funded,  and  a  proper  sinking- 
fund  provided  for  their  gradual  payment. 

I  hope  that  current  expenditure — always  within 
the  limits  of  a  ju«t  economy— will  be  met  by  cur- 
rent revenue,  derived  chiefly  from  duties  on  im- 
perls. 

I  hope  that  duties  on  imports  will  be  so  imposed 
— preserving,  as  I  hope  may  be  done,  without  sa- 
crificing any  great  national  interest,  the  policy  of 
the  compromise  act— that  while  we  shall  have  re- 
venue enough  to  meet  the' economical  wants  of  the 
Government,  the  rich  shall  not  escape  taxation  by 
receiving  their  luxuries  free  of  duties,  the  poor  shall 
be  relieved  from  undue  and  heavy  burdens,  and 
the  industry  of  the  country  shall  be  protected  from 
the  injurious  policy  and  measures  of  foreign  legis- 
lation. 

I  hope  to  see  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  in  proper  time,  distribute;!  among  the 
S;atef.  Nothing  should  postpone  this  measure 
of  justice  short  of  war,  or  the  pressure  of  a  heavy 
debt. 

1  hope  to  see  the  necessary  military  and  naval 
defences  of  the  country  put  on  a  proper  footing,  that 
we  may  not  be  called  to  mourn  over  some  sudden 
disaster  or  dishonor. 

I  hope  to  see  a  vigorous  bnt  economical  prosecu- 
tion of  our  works  for  improving  harbors  and  rivers. 
It  i*  a  commercial  mat'ter  of  the  highest  importance, 
and,  through  commerce,  they  ought  lobe  prosecu- 
ted and  paid  for. 

Finally,  I  hope  that  that  cumbrous  and  danger- 
ous political  machine— the  Sub-Treasury — will  be 
promptly  dispensed  with;  and  I  hope  to  see  the  Go. 
vernment  return,  without  delay,  to  all  its  constitu- 
tional duties  tocrchtng  money  and  currency,  taking 
thv  public  money  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Piesiden*, 
nn  1  putting  it  under  custody  of  the  law;  providing 
for  its  safe  keeping  and  ready  disbursement  without 
expense  to  Government  and,  by  a  due  exercise  of 
tbe  authority  of  Congress,  providing  for  the  whole 
conntry  a  sound  and  uniform  national  currency, 
and  effecting  thereby  a  due  regulation  of  the  ex- 
changes; and  if  all  this  high  duty  cann«u  be  ex* 
ercised  without  it,  then  I  hope  to  see  a  National 
Bank  promptly  established  for  the  purpote. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  honorable  geotlemsn  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Jones  ]  at  the  dote  of  his  speech, 
was  pleased  to  allude,  in  no  unkind  terms,  to  tbe 
incoming  Administration.  Sir,  it  df serves  to  be 
contemplated  with  kind  feelings  on  all  sides.  Great 
and  most  arduous  duties  will  devolve  upon  it.  In 
somethings,  it  will  have  to  take  an  entire  new  de- 
parture, with  difficulties  to  encounter  scarcely  less 
than  those  which  embarrassed  the  men  of  '89,  who 
undertook  to  set  the  Government  originally  in  mo- 
tion under  the  Constitution.  Then,  indeed,  there 
was  much  to  be  aone;  now  mere  is  much  to  be 


done,  and  much  first  to  be  undone.  This  will  be 
found  to  be  true,  I  apprehend,  in  an  especial  ma. 
ner,  in  the  department  of  finance.  Every  tans 
there  is  in  confunon  and  derangement.  TV  re- 
doubtable  Secretary,  under  instructions,  has  beet 
fighting  a  long  and  obstinatel)  contested  battle  si  a 
the  people;  at  last  he  is  conquered;  and  bo  wonder 
that  his  dtcks  should  now  be  found  strewed  tafek 
with  unsightly  fragments,  and  accumaiaied  rat. 
There  is  danger  even  that  the  battered  and  riddled 
craft  in  which  be  has  sailed  may  go  down  ia  the 
open  and  calm  sea,  though  within  sight  of  the  bar. 
bor,  before  relief  can  reach  him;  andifshelhei 
through,  as  I  hope  she  may,  and  holds  together  lag 
enough  to  be  hauled  up  for  repairs,  I  think  it  wiU 
be  found  that  there  is  really  nothing  left  of  her  above 
her  keel  that  will  ever  do  to  build  upon. 

Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
seems  to  expect  much— I  hope  in  all  sincerity— 
from  the  new  Administration.  My  trust  and  con- 
fidence is,  that  he  will  not  be  disappointed.  I  truth* 
will  find,  as  we  all  shall,  that  that  Administration 
will  move  forward  to  its  work  with  becoming  bold- 
ness, and  an  umhaken  firmness*,  shrinking  from  no 
duty,  and  from  no  responsibility;  that  it  will  tike 
its  measures  calmly  and  wisely  for  the  good  of  th« 
country,  and  the  whole  country,  and  with  no  view 
whatever,  at  any  lime,  to  catch  the  brtath  of  an 
ephemeral  popularity;  that  ii  will  do  nothing  for 
the  mere  sake  of  popularity,  and  omit  nothing 
which  it  ought  to  do,  from  anperaven  and  coward, 
ly  apprehension  that  tt  may  not  be  popular;  that  it 
will  have  the  moral  courage  to  do  right— alwiys 
/ight — '.rusting  to  an  intelligent  and  generous  peo- 
ple to  approve  the  right,  and  utterly  reordteaot 
the  clamors  of  demagogues,  or  those  whom  derna* 
gogues  delude  and  lead.  Thus  acting,  1  know  that 
still  that  Administration  may  be  overborne  and  trod- 
den down  by  a  reckleis  and  unprincipled  Opposition, 
gathered  and  organized  hereafter  in  the  land;  bat, 
at  least,  it  will  have  deserved  success,  and  it  will 
command  the  approbation  and  support  of  all  vhose 
approbation  and  support  is  worth  striving  for,  « 
worth  having.  Sir,  we  know  that  we  live  tea 
glorious  country;  we  think  we  have  thehappiea 
form  of  Government  on  earth;  let  that  Government 
be,  once  again,  in  God's  name,  wisely  andhappuf 
administered.  This  will  save  us,  and  nothing t» 
can;  this  will  save  our  institution*,  and  give  a  new 
guaranty  to  freedom  under  Republican  forms,  for 
the  present  and  all  future  time,  and  noting  else 
can  or  will.  And  for  so  much  virtue,  and  *o  noes 
reform,  I  am  happy,  for  one,  to  be  able  to  give  to 
the  new  Administration  full  credit  and  confidence 
beforehand;  and  this  I  will  s*>,  in  conclnaoBjW 
the  friends  of  that  Administration,  and  to  all,  UW 
so  much  virtue  and  so  much  reform  the  wMtfjr 
expects  at  its  hands;  so  much  the  coontry  will  WJ 
that  Administration  accountable  for,  and  it  will  not 
brook  disappointment. 

Mr.  Barnard  closed  his  remarks  by  moving  » 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill;  giving 
notice  that,  if  the  motion  prevailed,  andirtJ»"JJ 
that  effect  should  be  made  to  the  Hour,  he  wooia 
t  len  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  subset  of  making  P^^JEJ^f 
want*  of  the  Treasury  be  referred  back  to  the  CwwaJ** 
Way*  and  Means,  with  instruction*  „/*.*■!• 

First.  To  bring  In  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary |«™*J* 
sury  to  borrow  ten  millions  of  dollars  on  the  credit*  »•■«■ 
vernmeot,  and  to  issue  bonds  or  scrip  feretor.  .^l^i,,' 

Second.  To  bring  in  a  bill  imposing  ^to&»**» 
venue  on  wines,  Bilks,  linens,  apices,  and  other aiticW^ 
luxuries,  imported  into  the  United  State*  but  in  ■^?""?J 
as  not  w  conflict  with  the  principles,  P^^SELldr 
act  of  March,  1833,  commonly  called  *iiic  Compronsei* 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  EVANS, 

OF  MAINE, 
I«  tiu  Houtt  */&presen/ati*cs,  January  1MJJV"' 
The  House  being  in  Committee  of  tbe  waaie  oa 
the  state  of  the  Union  upon  the  bill  »*£"*!"* 
wision  for  the  issue  of  five  millions  of  Treassr/ 
notes — 

Mr.  EVANS  said  he  felt  himself  called  not, ,* 
a  member  of  the  committee  from  which  the  w 
under  consideration  emanated,  to  submit  a  few  e> 
serrations  upon  the  state  of  the  Trcasar?,  pre*u 
and  prospective,  as  well  as  upon  some  of  Uw  wa» 
connected  with  the  revenue*  and  eayeediteiw* 
the  Government,  which  had  been  discussed  sad  is* 
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commended  to  oar  consideration  in  ihe  annual  report 
ef  the  Secretary,  and  having  intimate  relation  with 
the  measure  now  proposed.  The  whole  subject,  in  all 
its  bearings,  is  one  of  very  grave  importance,  and 
to  which  the  attention  of  Congress  cannot  too  early 
on  too  earnestly' be  directed.  The  bill  we  are  now 
considering  authorizes  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
not  exceeding  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars. It  is  urged  upon  the  ground  of  a  present 
and  pressing  necessity.  Greater  means  than  the 
Department  is  now  possessed  of  are  absolutely  in-, 
dispensable  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Government,  and  to  discharge  obligations  devolv- 
ing upon  it  daily.  We  are  assured,  both  by  the 
Secretary  and  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Ways 
and  Means,  if  the  amount  now  proposed  to  be 
granted  U  not  promptly  furnished,  there  is  great 
danger  that  the  public  credit  will  be  dishonored, 
and  the  public  faith  violated.  However  this  hu- 
miliating condition  of  our  fiscal  affairs  may  have 
been  occasioned,  the  line  of  our  duty,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  plain  and  obvious.  It  is,  to  furnish  the  ne- 
cessary supplies,  and  to  furnish  them  seasonably. 
.  Toe  motion  immediately  pending  is  that  just  made 
by  the  honorable  member  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Barvabd,]  to  strike  ont  the  enacting  clause  of  the 
bill;  in  other  words,  to  defeat  it  altogether,  with  a 
view  to  obtain  the  required  mean*— first,  by  loan, 
and  ultimately  by  an  increase  of  revenue,  to  be  de- 
rived from  an  assessment  of  duties  upon  certain 
articles  now  admitted  free,  i  regret  that,  under 
present  circumstances,  I  cannot  concur  with  the 
honorable  member  in  the  expediency  of  ibis  propo- 
sition; not,  however,  because"  I  do  not  deem  it, 
generally,  the  mo3t  eligible  mode  of  supplying  de-a 
liciencies — undoubtedly  it  is  so;  but  merely  because 
it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  meet  the  present  exi- 
gency.. I  am  far  from  approving  this  constant  re- 
currence to  the  use  of  Treasury  notes.  For 
many  reasons,  unquestionably,  a  loan  is  preferable; 
and  revenue  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  Go- 
veinment,  derived  from  the  ordinary  sources  of 
revenue  by  just  legislation,  is  better  than  either. 
But  we  have  no  alternative  offered  to  us.  The 
pressure  upon  the  Treasury  is  actually  existing, 
and  has  been  for  months;  and  I  fear  that  means 
cannot  be  obtained  in  the  mode  indicated  by  the 
honorable  member  from  New  York,  early  enough 
to  guard  the  Treasury  from  the  Insolvency  hanging 
over  it 

[Mr.  Barnabd  said  be  thought  his  proposition 
was  not  correctly  understood.  He  proposed  to 
borrow  money  for  present  necessities,  either  upon 
the  issue  of  (crip,  or  upon  bond;  and  he  was  confi- 
dent the  credit  of  {fee  United  States  was  such,  that 
almost  any  amount  could  be  immediately  obtained 
upon bond  ] 

Mr.  Evans.  Undoubtedly,  so  far  as  public  cre- 
dit is  concerned,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining by  loan  whatever  may  be  wanted.  But 
can  it  be  obtained  seasonably?  How  are  public 
loans  contracted?  If  upon  bond,  as  suggested,  it 
strikes  me,  that  varies  very  little  from  Treasury 
notes.  The  ordinary  mode  is,  to  issue  proposal?, 
and  in  this  way  to  invite  competition,  and  thus  to 
obtain  more  favorable  terms.  For  this  purpose, 
time  is  necessary.  It  cannot  be  done  in  an  hour  or 
a  day.  Is  it  designed  to  vest  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  power  to  issue  bonds,  which  be  may 
negotiate  in  the  market  upon  such  terms  as  he  may 
see  fit,  or  as  the  pressure  of  circumstances  may 
compel  him  to  accede  to?  I  trust  not.  I  cannot 
but  think,  therefore,  that  the  mode  proposed  in  the 
bill  under  consideration  is  the  most  prompt  and 
certain,  and,  therefore,  in  the  present  exigency, 
preferable.  It  can  be  rendered  effectual,  instantly. 
The  relief  is,  what  the  crisis  requires — immediate. 
Besides,  we  must  take  this  or  nothing.  This  is  the 
favorite  financial  expedient  of  those  now  in  power, 
and  of  the  majority  of  Congress.  What  hope  is 
there  that  they  will  abandon  it?  In  this  matter  we 
have  no  a!ternative.  We  are  driven  to  this  ex- 
tremity either  to  grant  the  relief  in  the  only  mede 
the  Administration  desire  it,  or  to  permit  the  pub- 
lie  faith  to  be  broken,  and  the  national  credit  dis- 
honored. For  myself,  sir,  I  prefer  to  grant  the  re- 
lief, notwithstanding  the  objectionable  form  in 
-which  it  is  proposed;  and  I  am  the  more  reconciled 
to  it,  from  the  consideration  that  it  is  the  last  time 


—unless,  indeed,  the  Secretary  finds  it  necessary  to 
call  for  another  issue  before  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion, to  carry  him  safely  through  the  residue  of  his 
remaining  quarter,  which  is  not  very  improbable — 
the  last  lime  we  shall  be  forced  into  such  a  posi- 
tion.   Hereafter,  I  trust,  Congress  will  be  allowed 
some  little  freedom  of  action,  and  be  permitted  to 
exercise  some  discretion  of  its  own,  as  to   the  best 
mode  of  guaiding  against  deficiencies  in  the  reve- 
nue} and  of  supplying  them  when  they  occur— a 
freedom  and  discretion  which  has  not  been  vouch- 
safed to  Congress  for  many  years.    What  has  been 
our  experience  during  the  whole  of  this  period  of 
perpetually- recurring  deficiencies?    Has  Congress 
been  advised  seasonably  of  the  critical  condition  to 
which  the  Treasury  has  been  so  frequently  reduced? 
Never.     The  Executive  communications,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  sessions,  have  almost  inva- 
riably represented  onr  fiscal  affairs  as  prosperous 
and  successful.    Whatever  of  apprehension  has 
been  expressed,  has  always  been  in  such  vague 
and  indefinite  term*;  so  obscurely  shadowed  forth, 
as  to  attract  little  notice,  and  excite  no  action  on 
the  part  of  Congress.    Deficiencies  have  never 
been  acknowledged  or  anticipated  in  the  official 
documents.    The   Treasury    has  experienced  no 
difficulties  but  such  as  grow  out  of  "fluctuations,'1 
temporary  in  their  character,  and  inconsiderable  in 
amount.    Such  is  the  general  character  of  Execu- 
tive communications  at  the  commencement  of  the 
sessions  of  Congress.     But   soon    the   scene  is 
changed.    The  Treasury  is  in  distress.    The  pub- 
lie  credit  is  in  danger.    Immediate  relief  only  can 
save  it  from  insolvency.    And  how  are  these  calls 
made?    To  wbom  is  this  information  communi- 
cated?   To   the  House— to   Congress?    No;   but 
privately— in  letters  to  the  committees  who  have 
charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  finances  of 
the  nation.    Then  follows  the  bill  precisely  as  the 
Executive  recommends;  and  it  must  be  hurried 
through  just  in  the  shape  it  is  reported,  because 
there  is  not  time  to  devise  any  more  effectual  mode 
of  relief.    This  has  been  our  experience  in  past 
years.    We  are  always  upon  the  brink  of  the  pre- 
cipice before  we  are  admonished  of  the  danger. 
Congress  has  been  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  true 
condition  of  the  finances,  always  assured  of  the 
great  success  which  has  attended  the  various  ex- 
periments which  have  been  tried,  and  lured  on  by 
assurances  of  brightening  prospec's.    It  is  so  now. 
The  Secretary  perseveres  to  the  last.    The  coun- 
try, be  tells  us,  is  prosperous;  the  finances  pros- 
perous;   the  prospects  most  cheering;   the   reve- 
nues of  the  year   will    exceed  the   expenditures 
five  millions   of    dollars;    all    the    outstanding 
claims  upon  the  Treasury  can  be  met;  all  the  notes 
heretofore  issued  redeemed;  the  public  credit  pre* 
served;  the  operations  of  Government  successfully 
conducted,  with  a  balance  of  near  a  million  of  dol- 
lars in  ihe  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year  1    This 
is  the  exhibition  which  goes  to  the  public    This  is 
the  document  which  we  publish  and  spread  over 
the  country  by  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands; 
and  to  which  the  people  look  for  information  as  to 
the  (rue  condition  of  their  affairs.    The  date  of 
this  official  exposition  is  the  7th  of  December  last; 
but  it  does  not  eon  tain   the  information  on  which 
the  present  bill  is  founded.    Tbat  was  transmitted 
to  the  committer  on  the  21st  of  December,  only 
fourteen  days  afterwards.     Now,  sir,  I  do  not 
doubt  the  pressure;  but  why  was  it  not  foreseen  on 
the  7th  of  December?     Why  was  it  not  communi- 
cated to  us  in  the  annual  report   of  the  Secretary? 
What  occuired  between  the  7 in  and  the  2 1st  of 
December,  which  could  not  have  been,  and  ought 
not  to  have  been,  anticipated,  to  render  this  issue  of 
notes  necessary?    Tha  Secretary  ha*  himself  in- 
formed us.    In  the  first  place,  an  appropriation  bill 
of  about  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  had  pass- 
ed, most  of  which  would  probably  be  Foon  called 
for.    Might  he  not  have  expected  this?    Did  he 
not  know  that  such  a  bill  would  pass  early  in  Ihe 
session?    It  has  been  the  constant  practice  for  ma- 
ny years  past.     The  corresponding  bill  last  year 
appropriated  $650,000;  and  if  this  has,  in  any  de- 
gree, rendered  a  resort  to  Treasury  no les  necessary, 
the  Secretary  should  have  foreseen  it,  and  recom- 
mended it  in  hi?  annual  report.    Then,  he  says,  the 
appropriation  of  J  150,000  lor  the  payment  of  navy 


pensions  is  a  charge  new  in  iis  character,  and  not 
anticipated.    Granting/this  to  be  so,  it  is  of  eola> 
paratively  small  amount;  by  no  means  large  enough 
to  justify  a  call  for  additional  means  to  the  extent 
now  desired.    Then,  again,  the  duties  to  he  refund- 
ed on  refined  sugar  exported,  about  075,000;  this, 
also,  ought  to  have  been  anticipated.    Drawbacks 
of  this  description  are  payable  and  paid  every  year, 
and  constitute  a  part  of  the  ordinary  expenditures 
of  the  year;  and,  although  I  do  not  say  that  the  Se- 
cretary'ought  to  have  foreseen  this  particular  in- 
stance, yet,  with  the  experience  of  the  past  before 
him,  he  ought  to  have  taken  into  his  estimates  the 
probable  liabilities  of  the  Treasury  for  claims  of 
this  character.    But,  at  all  events,  this  is  quite 
small;  not  sufficient,  one  would  suppose,  to  emba> 
rass  a  flourishing  and  well-administered  Treasury 
so  seriously  as  it  seems  to  have  done.    Besides 
these,  are  "some  recent  decisions  of  the  courts  that 
appear  to  require  the  refunding  of  more  duties  front 
the  Treasury  to  a  considerable  amount"  What  the 
Secretary  means  by  "a  considerable  amount,"  I 
will  not  undertake  to  define.    I  apprehend  it  is  not 
very  large,  or  the  amount  would  have  been  stated. 
By  the  letters  communicated  with  the  Secretary's 
application,  it  appears  that  the  decisions  referred  to 
relate  to  "soda-ash,"  "gunny-cloth,"  and  "worsted* 
plush,"  all  of  which,  it  seems,  are  entitled  to  be  im- 
ported ires  of  duty.    What  amount  of  revenue 
has  been  hitherto  derived  from  these  sources,  I  have 
no  means  of  knowing;  but  I  imagine  it  is  very  in- 
considerable.   These,  then,  are  the  charges  thrown 
upon  the  Treasury  between  the  7»h  and  the  21st  of 
December,  amounting  only  to  about  $650,000,  the 
most  ef  which  ought  to  have  been  anticipated  and 
provided  for,  relied  upon  to  jastify  the  eall  for  thai* 
sue  of  five  millions  of  resources  to  the  Treasury. 
Now,  sir,  can  that  be  a  successful  or  prosperous 
administration  of  so  vast  a  machine  as  the  Trea- 
sury of  this  nation,  which  can  be  thrown  into  dis- 
order and  derangement  by  so  comparatively  insig- 
nificant a  call  upon  it,  even  if  wholly  unexpected, 
as  a  little  over  half  a  million  of  dollars— not  a  fif- 
tieth part  of  the  expenditures  of  the  year,  and  re- 
quiring means  to  obviate  ten  times  greater  than  the 
assigned  causes  themselves?    No,  sir,  these  are  but 
pretexts.     They  are  seized  upon  because  ihey 
happen  to  have  occurred  subsequent  to  the  data 
of  the  annual  report,  and  are  all  which  have  occur- 
red since.    Why  were  not  the  real  causes  of  the 
embarrassments  of  the  Treasury  communicated  in 
that  report?  and  why  was  not  Congress  requested 
to  provide  for  the  deficiency?    For  the  reason  al- 
ready given.    That  is  a  document  for  the  people, 
for  general  circulation,  prepared  accordingly,  with 
a  just  admixture   of  self-congratulation   and  a 
glowing  account  of  the  success  of  the  Treasury, 
notwithstanding  many  embarrassments  and  trials. 
Surely  that  was  not  a  place  to  expose  deficiencies. 
Such  an  exposition  would  not  have  been  in  good 
keeping  with  the  valedictory  panegyric  which  tha 
Secretary  seems  to  thiok  the  occasion  reqoired.  - 
.    Now,  sir,  although,  as  I  have  already  remarked, 
there  \s  unquestionably  a  very  great  pressure  upon 
the  Treasury  at  this  moment,  requiring  prompt  re- 
lief, I  am  constrained  to  say  that  the  exhibitions  of 
the  Secretary  upon  this  subject  are  for  from  befog 
Satisfactory.    The  explanations  which  be  offers  do 
not  show  such  a  pressing  exigency  as  is  represented 
to  exist,  and  as  undoubtedly  does  exist.  How  does 
it  appear  by  his  own  showing?    He  has  made  no 
communication  directly  to  the  House,  nor  even  ta 
the  committee;  but  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  a  private  com* 
munieation,  which  he  has  used,  showing  the  em- 
barrassments of  the  Department.    It  is  not  an  offi- 
cial document,  the  accuracy  of  which  we  have  any 
mode  of  testing  now  or  hereafter.    But  what  is  k? 
Firat,  as  to  the  means  of  the  Treasury  during  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year.    The  Secretary  represents 
them  to  be  as  follows:  • 

Receipts  from  customs,  deducting  draw- 
backs ....  #3,000,000 
Receipts  from  lands    -  -  -       450,000 
Miscellaneous  sources,  and  banks,  Ac         50,000 


To  this  is  to  be  added  the  balance  on 
,    hand  at  the  commencement  ef  the 


#3,600,000 


*** 
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H.  of  Rep*. 


year 


And  the  power  to  issue  Treasury  notes 
under  the  act  of  March  31, 1840 


•    1,591,855 


342,618 


Fordoing   an   aggregate   of  available 
means  for  the  first  quarter  of  this  year, 
\   by  toe  Secretary's  own  computation, 
t    of  ....  J5.433.473 

The  Secretary  has  undoubtedly  estimated  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  quarter  quite  as  low  as  they  .will  be 
found  to  be.  The  customs  be  estimates  after  de- 
ducting all  drawbacks,  whether  including  Ashing 
bounties  or  not,  1  cannot  say,  although  it  seems 
they  are  generally  retained  out  of  the  accruing  re- 
venae.  The  receipts  from  lands  he  puts  at  about 
Jiilf  only  of  the  average  receipts  of  the  year,  as 
estimated  by  himself,  and  of  the  average  of  th?  ac- 
tual receipts  of  the  last  year.  Why  the  receipts  of 
this  quarter  should  be  expected  to  fall  so  far  below 
the  ordinary  average  receipts  of  the  two  years  toge- 
ther is  nowhere  exp'ained.  I  think  it  would  be 
flute  safe  to  add  about  $400,000  to  the  estimated 
receipts  from  this  source.  But  let  the  estimate 
stand  as  it  has  been  given  us,  at  $5,433,473. 
What  are  the  estimated  expenditures  of  the  q  carter? 
They  are  stated  as  follow;: 
J*or  ordinary  expenses,  pensions,  session  of  Con* 

gress,  Ac #4,500,000 

For  debt  of  the  District  of  Columbia    -        80,000 
Forfeiting -bounties    -  -  -       300,000 

For  expenses  of  the  census     g  -       550,000 


Forming  an  aggregate  of  -  $5,430,000 

which,  it  must  be  admitted,  presses  very  bard  upon 
the  means  of  the  quarter.  But  it  seems  to  me, 
that,  on  this  side  of  the  account,  the  Secretary  has 
been  somewhat  too  liberal  in  his  e»timites.  He 
has  given  us  no  items  which  go  to  make  up  the  ag- 
gregate of  four  millions  and  a  half  for  ordinary 
expenditures.  Does  it  embrace  the  drawbacks 
which  he  has  spoken  of  repeatedly  as  a  charge 
upon  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  which  are 
already  provided  for,  by  deducting  them  from  the 
amount  of  incoming  revenue? 
•  The  fishing  bounties  are  included  in  the  aggre- 
gate of  expenditures  for  the  quarter,  although  I 
flfcauld  infer  from  the  practice  which  the  Secretary 
says  prevails,  that  they  arc  also  usually  retained 
out  of  the  accruing  revenue,  and,  if  so,  are  pro- 
vided for  in  the  same  way.  Besides,  the  Secretary 
m  bis  annual  report,  to  which  he  refer.--,  embraces 
among  the  charges  falling  upon  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year,  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  session  of 
Congress,  and  "private  bills."  What  amount  is 
Jikely  to  fall  upon  the  Treasury  from  "private 
bills,"  it  is  not  easy  to  foresee.  From  present  ap- 
pearances, nothing  whatever;  and  the  Secretary, 
though  he  wishes  bis  own  quarter  to  be  amply  pro- 
vided to  meet  "private  bi>ls,"  does  not  estimate  a 
mmgU  dollar  as  1  keiy  to  fall  upon  the  whole  jrear 
from  that  quarter.  But  private  bills  do  not  neces- 
sarily fall  upon  the  first  quarter.  Many  of  them, 
and,  indeed,  all  where  any  great  amount  is  in- 
volved, require  the  accounts  upon  which  they  are 
founded  to  be  audited,  often  taking  months,  and 
sometime*  years,  to  finish.  The  whole  charge  Jan 
year  for  private  claims  was  about  fourteen  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  I  &ee  ae  disposition  lo  increase  it 
greatly  the  present.  Now,  sir,  making  some  al- 
lowances, which  seem  to  me  called  for,  on  both 
•sides  of  the  account,  although  it  would  &  till  present 
a  case  requiring  some  relief,  yet  it  dots  not  exhibit 
A  condition  of  so  much  p-ril,  and  exciting  to  much 
alarm,  as  the  Secretary  evidently  perceives  and 
ifeeis.  He  says,  on  the  7th  of  January,  'I  do  not 
SCO  how  it  is  possible  to  preserve  the  public  faith," 
&a;  "Any  further  delay  will  place  the  Department 
in  4miy  jeopardy, v  <fec;  and  hv  entreats (  the  speediest 
ttfion  pw&iblc."  1  doubt  not  he  has  just  grounds 
for  entertaining  thej-e  apprehensions.  I  have  no 
question  the* demands  upon'  the  Treasury  are  very 
heavy.  Calls  for  payment  are  undoubtedly  made 
|or  services  rendered  last  year,  and  not  then  paid 
for,  both  from  a  want  of  means  and  from  a  desire 
tp.  keep  down  the  apparent  expenditures  of  that 
year.  The  Administration  boasts  of  its  economy 
and  of  reduction  of  expenses;  and  it  is  very  desira- 
ble, no  doubt,  that  the  exhibits  of  the  Department 
should  f  urniah,  soma  grounds  upon  which  it  may  be 


maintained.    No  question  there  are  large  calls  for 
postponed  appropriations,  where  the  work  has  been 
already  performed  and  the  materials  furnished, 
and  which  ought  to  hive  been  paid  for  and  charged 
to  the  expenditures  of  1840.    Lirge  arrearages  are 
filling  due,  and   creditors  who  have  been  kept 
off  are  becoming  importunate.     All  this   I   can 
well  understand;   and  I  am  desirous  of  afford- 
ing Ihe  Secretary  sufficient    means  to    preserve 
the  public  faith,  and  to  pay  the  public  debts. 
In  my  judgment  the    amount  proposed   by  this 
bill  is  tar  short  of  what  will    be  required  for 
these  purposes    during     the    current  year.      If 
gentlemen    are    disposed    to    supply     adequate 
means  for  the  whole  year,  I  trust  they  will  enlarge 
the  amount  proposed  to  be  issued,  or  provide  in 
some  other  mode  for  a  deficiency  which  must  hap- 
pen.   I  am  aware  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury and  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Ways 
and  Means,  adopting  his  views  and  repeating  his 
estimate?,  entertain  a  different  opinion.    They  tell 
U5,  as  i hey  told  us  last  year:    The  revenues  of  the 
whole  year  will  be  equal  to  all  the  expenditures  of 
it;  this  is  only  an  anticipation  of  the  resources  of 
the  latter  part  of  it,  when  the  receipts  will  be 
greatest,  for  the  service  of  the  former  part  of  #it, 
when  the  disbursements  are  heaviest.    There  is  no 
deficiency  of  means.    We  desire  only  a  safeguard 
against  fluctuations.    All  this  we  have  heard  be- 
fore.   It  is  the  old  argument;  and  one  would  sup- 
pose that  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  use  it  would 
be  little  distrustfal  of  their  own'  judgment,  when 
they  recollect  how  widely  tbey  have  been  mistaken 
before  in  their  predictions  upon  thit  subject.    Last 
year,  the  honorable  chairman,  supported  by  two 
other  of  my  honorable  associates  on  (he  commit- 
tee, [Messrs.  AfcnxRTON  and  Vanderpoel,]  gave 
us  the  strongest  assurances  that  the  issue  then  con- 
templated could  all  be  easily  redeemed  within  that 
year.    Well,  sir,  they  are  nearly  ail  outstanding 
still;  and,  so  far  from  being  able  to  redeem  them, 
we  are  called  upon  for  a  fresh  supply,  to  be  re- 
deemed within  this  year — certainly  to  be  redeemed 
out  of  the  abundant  incoming  revenues.    1  ven- 
tured to  differ  with  the  Secretary  and  the  hono- 
rable members  to  whom  I  have  referred,  at  that 
time,  and  endeavored  to  demonstrate  not  only  that 
the  revenues  of  the  year  would  be  inadequate  to 
meet  the  expenditures  of  it,  but  lo  predict  that,  be* 
fore  the  close  of  that  session,  another  call  would  be 
made  for  about  five  millions  more.    Accordingly, 
in  July,  another  call  was  made  for  four  millions 
and  a  half.    Trm  event  Inppened  precisely  as  was 
anticipated.      Congress,  however,  thought  it  had 
gone    far    enough,    and    did     not    accede     to 
the  Secretary's'  request;    but,  in    lieu  of  it,  re- 
sorted   lo    the   expedient  of   postponing   r  por- 
tion   of   the  appropriations  to    the  present  year. 
Tnis  expedient,  together  with  the  payment  by  the 
late  Dank  of  the  Uniied  Slates  of  its    last  bond, 
amounting  to  two   millio&s  and  half,  enabled  the 
Treasury  to  weather  the  storms  which  threatened 
it,  without,  however,  the  redemption  of  the  notes  is- 
sued under  ths  act  of  31st  March  last,  which  had 
been  so  confidently  promised,  amounting,  at  tho 
closi  of  the  year,  to  near  five  million?.    And,  what 
is  further  to  be    remarked,  also,  if  the  Secretary's 
estimates  of  the  receipts  of  hut  year  had  been  ve- 
rified by  the  results;  if  there  had  been  no  falling  off 
in  the  customs  and  sales  of  laod>,  he  could  not  hen 
have  redeemed  the  outstanding  n^tes.     In  his  an- 
nual  report  to  the  last  session,  he  estimated  the  re- 
ceipts of  ihe  year  1840,  from  customs,  lands,  and 
miscellaneous,    at  $9,600,000.    It  now  appears 
that  ihey  ameunted  to  017,197,763,  falling  short  of 
his  estimates  over  $2,400,900     Kow,  if  this  hst 
sum  had  been  received,  and  his  expectations  thus 
t drilled,  it  is  evident  he  could  not  have   redeemed 
the  outstanding  notes,  even  with  the  aid  of  all  the 
unexpended  sums  in  the  Treasury  at  the  close  of 
the  year.    Tne  deficiency  would  still  have  been 
over  too  millions.     With   this  recent  experience 
fresh  before  us,  what  degree  of  confidence  can  we 
be  expected  to  repose  in  the  assurances  now  given 
of  the  ability  of  the  Treasury  to  redeem  the  pro- 
dos»d  issue  within  the  current  year?    I  regard  it  as 
utterly  out  of  the  question,  not  merely  to  redeem 
these,  but  impossible,  without  other  means,  to  re- 
deem the  five  millions  now  outstanding,  which  wHI 


fall  doe  at  no  distant  day;  and  this  I  will  proceed 
to  demonstrate.    At  the  last  session  I  endeavored 
t  show,  and  believe  did  conclusively  show,  that 
the  expenditures  of  the  Government  for  the  threw 
preceding  years  had  exceeded  its  accruing  reve- 
nue, upon  an  average,  about  eight  millions  annu- 
ally; and  just  at  the  close  of  the  session  I  attempted 
to  demonstrate  that  the  expenditures  of  last  year 
would  exceed   the  income  by  nearly  the  same 
amount.    What  has  been  the  result! 
The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from 
the  accruing  revenues,  lands,  miscel- 
laneous and  all  the  ordinary  sources, 
(estimating  for  the  fourth  quarter,} 
were  *  •  #17,137,763 

And  the  expenditures,  for  ordinary  car- 
rent  expenses  were  .  •  22,489t34» 

Showing  a  deficit  of  .  $5,291,586 

The  estimates  of  the  fourth  quarter,  embraced  in 
the  general  aggregate  of  expenditores,  are  live  mil- 
lions; but  the  Secretary  says  that  the  other  Depart- 
ments place  the  am<  unt  higher.  The  probability 
is,  that  the  "others"  will  come  hearer  the  mark, 
and  that  the  deficit  will  thus  be  increased.  Nowf 
sir,  as  well  as  I  can  judge,  about  a  million  and  a 
half  of  appropriations  of  last  year,  and  which 
would  ordinarily  have  been  expended  then,  have, 
been  postponed  to  this.  If  the  operations  of  the 
Government,  therefore,  had  been  conducted  in  the 
usual  mode,  the  deficit  would  have  fallen  little,  if 
any,  short  of  seven  millions  of  dollars.  It  was  sop- 
plied  in  this  way:  __ 
.  The  effectual  balance  on  hand  January  1, 1840, 
wis  #1,246,749.  In  the  annual  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary, December  3, 1839,  be  estimated  the  balance 
wh'ch  would  be  on  hand  3 1st  December  at 
|l  556,384;  but  it  now  appears  to  have  been  abont 
$690,000  more.  Why  he  should  have  been  so  far 
mistaken  so  near  the  close  of  the  year  is  not  ex- 
plained, and  perhaps  is  of  no  consequence: 
To  the  actual  balance  on  hand  -  #3,346,749 
Add  receipts  from  Bank  of  the  United 

States  and  other  deposite  banks     -     3,300,000 
Excess  of  Treasury  notes  issued  over 
those  redeemed      .  »  -     1,675,483 


Amounting  to 

Deduct  balance  on  hand  now  - 


#7,222,237 
1,590,855. 


15,631.383 . 

By  this  computation,  which  probably  is  the  bcu 
mode  of  stating  the  account  of  the  year,  it  appears 
that,  for  the  ordinary  current  expenses  of  1840,  ex- 
clusive of  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes,  over 
five  millions  and  a  half,  besides  all  the  accruing, 
revenues  of  the  year,  were  requisite;  and  this  alter 
the  postponement  of  so  large  an  amount  of  appro* 
priations  as  has  been  already  stated.    la  any  view, 
of  the  subject,  the  result  is  tfce  &ame.    With  these, 
incontrovertible  facts  before  us,  what  reason  is., 
there  to  expect  that  the  receipts  of  this  year  will* 
not  only  be  adequate  to  meet  all  the  expenditures  of. 
ir,  but  will  so  far  exceed  them  as  to  enable  (be 
Department  to  pay  near  five  mi  lions  of  outstand- 
ing notes?    Yet  the  Secretary  expects  that,  while, 
in  each  of  the  last  four  years  the  receipts  have 
fallen  short  of  the  expenses  six,  seven,  and* eight 
millions,  the  tables  are  now  to  be  turned.    The  r*> 
ctipti  are  to  take  the  lead,  and  to  advance  beyond 
the  expenditures,  nearly  as  much  as  for  four  suc- 
cessive years  they  have  fallen  behind.    This  wiH 
certainly  be  a  very  -great  change  in  our  financial 
affairs,  and  a  very  desirable  one.    Let  us  see*, 
however,  whether  it  be  practicable,  and  how  it  can 
be  effected.    In  the  first  place,  as  regards  the  ts» 
pcnditMTtsoi  1841: 
The  Si  cretary  estimates  them,  "for  ordinary  pur^ 

pose;"  at  -  -  -  -  $19,230,000 

We   have   already   seen    that    they 

amounted  last  year  to     -  -    23,489,30 

Showing  a  proposed  reduction  of  -  $3,039,343 
The  first  question  arising  here  is,  upon  what  class  - 
or  classes  of  expenditures  is  this  great  reduction  to 
fall?  Where  are  the  items  which  make  up  this  sum 
teal?  If  it  required  near  twenty-two  millions  and* 
a  half  last  year,  and  over  twenty-four  millions  and 
a  half  for  Ae  preceding  year,  to  carry  orr  tfcre  o:& 
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nary  operations  of  Government,  what  ground  is 
there  for  supposing  that  the  same  services  can  be 
performed  ibis  year  for  nineteen  millions  and  a 
quarter?  I  am  not  now  looking  at  all  at  the  ap- 
propriations made  or  proposed  for  the  last  or  the 
present  year,  but  at  the  amount  actually  expended. 
I  am  aware  the  appropriations  which  have  been 
requested  arcmade  to  correspond  1  >  tho:e  estimates 
of  expenditure.  Bat  I  wish  to  know  what  lavish 
expenditures  were  made  in  1840,  which  may  be 
dispensed  with  in  184 1?  What  extravagance  is  to 
be  reformed?  We  ail  know  that,  owing  to  the  em- 
barrassed state  of  the  Treasury  last  year,  both  the 
appropriations  and  the  expenditures  were  kept 
down  to  the  lowest  possible  amount.  Where  can 
there  be  any  greater  redaction  for  the  present  yeai? 
The  Secretary  answers  in  these  words: 

"It  is  believed  that  the  ordinary  expenses  of  l&lt  ought  to 
felt  some  millions  below  those  of  18-10,  as  the  pensions  have 
diminished  by  deaths;  fewer  Indians  remain  to  be  removed; 
several  expensive  public  buildings  have  been  mostly  finish- 
ed; and  hostilities  with  the  Seminole*  must  be  nearer  to  a  close.' 
These  are  the  heads  of  expenditure  in  which  the 
redaction  of  over  three  millions  and  a  quarter  is 
proposed  to  be  made;  and  I  will  examine  them' in 
the  order  they  are  named. 

1st.  As  to  the  pensions.  The  Secretary  has  re- 
ferred several  times  in  bis  reports,  to  the  great  relief 
which  the  Treasury  is  to  experience  from  the  deaths 
oT  (he  old  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  and  their  aged 
and  impoverished  widows.  He  seems  almost  im- 
patient, because  they  are  so  long  a  charge  upon  tl>e 
country.  Bat  let  that  pass.  How  much  doe*  he 
expect  to  save  from  this  source?  By  the  report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  and  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  also,  it  appears  that  "the  total  amount 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  during  the  past  year,  to 
pay  pensions,  is  $2,048,663;"  in  round  numbers, 
two  millions.  Tt  appears,  further,  from  the  state- 
meat  of  the  Commissioner,  that  Jhe  pensioners,  ex- 
clusive of  naval,  are  divided  into  six  classes,  viz: 
invalid,  under  act  of  1818;  under  act  of  1828;  un- 
der act  of  1832;  under  act  of  1836;  under  act  of 
1838.  TTader  the  first  class  there  are  4  289  pen- 
sioners, and  the  deaths  last  year  were  48— not  quite 
one  per  cent.  Under  the  second  class  there  are 
7,947  pensioners,  and  the  deaths  last  year  were 
256— a  little  over  three  per  cent.  Under  the  third 
class  there  are  605,  and  the  deaths  were  17— about 
three  per  cent.  Under  the  fourth  class  ihe  number 
is  23  207,  and  the  deaths  were  974— something  over 
four  per  cent.  Under  the  fi'th  class  (here  are  2,760, 
and  the  deaths  were  139 — which  is  five  per  cent. 
Under  the  sixth  class  the  number  is  5,586,  and  the 
deaths  were  171— a  little  over  three  per  cent. 

Now,  sir,  making  jome  allowance  for  deaths,  the 
knowledge  of  which  had  not  come  to  tht  Depart- 
ment, as  the  Commissioner  suggests  is  the  case, 
and  something  for  the  advancing  age  o/  the  re- 
maining pensioners,  from  which  it  is  probable  that 
the  per  centageof  deaths  will  increase  from  year 
to  year,  I  suppose  that  the  number  of  deaths  in  184 1 
Will  be  tep  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  in  all  the 
classes;  ana  this  is  a  larger  proponion,  I  think, 
lhah  has  ever  taken  place  in  any  two  years  to- 
gether since  the  pension  laws  have  been  in  opera- 
tion: the  saving  upon  that  basis  will  be  just  $200,- 
480,  and  no  more.    But,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Commissioner  supposes  (bat  there  will  be  1,400 
added  to  the  sixth  class  during  the  present)  ear, 
whose  applications  have  already  been  made,  and 
are  under  examination;  and,  if  so,  they  will  be 
entitled  to  the  whole  five  years'  pension,  payable  at 
once,  which  will  undoubtedly  require  from  three  to 
foot  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  appropriation  bill  already  reported 
for  tbe  payment  of  pensioners,  ex- 
clusive of  the  fourth  class  which  is 
provided  for  by  the   act  of  1832, 
amounts,  agreeably  to  tbe  estimates, 
to      .  .  .  .  $1,042,555 

fhe  standing  appropriation  under  the 
act  of  1832,  as  estimated  by  the  Se- 
cretary for  this  year,  is  .  .  600,000 
fhe  unexpended  balance  of  former  apj 
propriations,  now  on  hand,  applicable 
to  tlie  service  of  this  year,  is            .       561,000 

Making,  for  the  payment  of  pensions 

for  1841  ....  $$,203,555 
jFtf?   exceeds  the  amount    actually 


drawn  from  the  Treasury  for  last  year,    $154,892 

The  amount  thus  estimated,  and  to  be  appro- 
priated for  the  year,  is  either  wanted  or  it  is  not. 
If  it  is  wanted,  it  exceeds  the  amount  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  in  1840,  as  before  stated,  and  there 
will  be  no  reduction,  but  rather  an  increase  from 
this  source.  If  it  is  not  wanted,  why  is  it  em- 
braced in  the  estimates,  and  why  are' bills  reported 
to  appropriate  it?  It  is  not  understood,  I  pre- 
sume, that  the  whole  amount  paid  for  pensions  last 
year  was  but  $2,048,663.  This  was  the  sum 
"drawn  from  the  Treasury,"  and  formed  part  of 
the  current  expenses  of  1840.  The  amount  actu- 
ally paid  was  probably  somewhat  larger,  perhaps 
200  00}  to  300,000  dollars.  The  balance  was 
made  up  of  money  drawn  in  1839,  and  forming  a 
part  of  the  expenditures  of  ilm  year,  but  remain- 
ing in  the  hands  of  the  various  pension  agents  un- 
expended. Something  undoubtedly  remains  in 
their  hands  now,  which  is  to  be  added  to  the  sums 
before  stated,  as  applicable  to  the  service  of  1841, 
but  which  will  form  no  charge  upon  the  Treasury 
of  this  year,  as  it  is  already  withdrawn  from  it. 

The  second  rwrn  assigned  by  the  Secretary,  for 
theexppcted  reduction  in  1841,  is,  that  "fewer  In- 
dians remain  to  be  removed."  Now.  what  were 
the  exdendituresfor  removals  last  yeai?  The  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs  reports:  That,  during 
the  preceding  year,  5,671  were  removed;  4,500  of 
them  being  *f  the  Winnebagoes,  for  which  an  ap- 
propriation of  $45,000  was  made  last  year,  and 
which  was  probably  sufficient.  If  the  remaining 
1,171  were  removed  at  the  same  rate,the  whole  cost 
of  removals  last  year  was  but  $56  710..  It  also  ap- 
pears by  the  same  report,  that  21,774  still  remain 
to  be  removed;  and  although  there  are  "fewer"  than 
there  were  a  year  ago,  yet  there  is  full  enough  re- 
maining to  allow  as  maay  to  be  removed  in  1841  as 
were  removed  in  1840.  How  de-es  it  appear  that 
such  will  not  be  the  case?  But  grant  that  the  whole 
amount  will  be  saved,  and  it  will  add  but  $56,710 
to  the  reduction  estimated  on  pensions. 

The  next  reason  is,  "several  expensive  public 
buildings  bare  been  mostly  finished." 

Last  year  we  appropriated  for  finishing  the  cus- 
tom-house in  New  York,  which  will  be  saved  this 

year $118,000 

For  the  Treasury  building       .  $105,000 
For  the  Patent  Office  .  .     100,000 

For  the  Post  Office      .  .    125,000 

Amounting  to       .  .     330,000 

This  year  the  Commisioner  estimates— 
For  the  Treasury         .  .      40,000 

For  the  Patent  Office    .  .      30  000 

For  the  Post  Office       .  .     175,000-245,000 

Less  than  last  year  .  .  .    $85  000 

Which  added  to  the  $118,000  for  the  New  York 
custom-house,  amounts  to  $203,000,  as  the  total  of 
reduction  on  public  buildings  unless  Congress  see 
fit  to  reduce  the  appropriation  below  the  estimates 
of  the;  Commissioner. 

Toe  last  reason  relied  upon  by  the  Secretary  is 
"hostilities  with  the  Seminoles  must  be  nearer  to  a 
close."  Well,  I  suppose  "they  must  be,"  if  they 
ever  come  to  "a  close."  which  is  somewhatd  oubt- 
ful.  But  how  does  that  bear  upon  the  expenditures' 
of  this  yeai?  Is  the  war  to  cease  now?  Are  no 
expenses  to  be  incurred  for  its  prosecution  this  sea- 
son? Now,  Mr,  although  this  Florida  war  has  been 
the  great  vortex  in  which  so  many  millions  of 
money  have  been  engulfed,  yet  the  expenditures  of 
latt  year  on  account  of  it  were  exceedingly  small — 
only  $300,000  were  appropriated  for  that  object. 
This  was  the  only  appropriation  made  last  session  for 
this  service,  and  if  the  whole  of  it  can  be  saved  in 
tbe  expenditures  of  this  year,  it  contributes  but  a 
small  proportion  of  the  whole  amount  expected  to 
be  reduced.  We  are  dealing  with  millions.  More 
than  three  millions  and  a  quarter  is  the  amount  of 
reduction  proposed;  and  all  the  items  with  which 
we  have  been  furnished  amount  to  but  a  few  hun- 
dred thousands,  viz: 
On  pensions  -  $200  480 

For  removal  of  Indians      -  -      56  710 

On  public  buildings  -  -    203,000 

Seminole  hostilities  •  -    300,000 


Total 


$760,190 


Assuming  this  statement  ta  be  correct,  which  it 
is  not,  and  that  this  whole  reduction  could  be  made, 
it  is  nearly  counterbalanced  by  one  single  item  of  a 
new  c  large  upon  the  year  1841,  for  which  rib  cor- 
responding expenditute  was  made  in  1840.  I  mean 
the  payments  for  the  census — a  serv'ce  rendered  in 
1840,  and  for  which  appropriations  were  made  that 
year,  but  have  not  been  expended— not  drawn 
from  the  Treasury.  The  charge  thus  imposed  ' 
upon  1841  will  be  about  $720,000;  of  which  $550,- 
000  are  wanted  for  the  first  quarter;  the  balance 
will  fall  upon  the  residue  of  the  year.  This  single 
i  tern,  new  in  its  character,  and  chargeable  solely 
upon  this  year,  very  nearly  meets  all  Ihe  reduc- 
tions which  can  be  made  from  the  sources  indi- 
cated by  tbe  Secretary. 

But  t  bis  is  not  all.    There  are  other  and  heavier 
expenses  to  fall  upon  the  Treasury  in  1841,  of 
which  the  Secretary  takes  no  notice,  although  it  is 
scarcely  possible  he  war  not  advised  of  them.  The 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means  is 
equally  silent  upon  the  subjec',  though  well  known  * 
to  him  also.    So  far  from  their  being  any  reduc* , 
lion  this  year,  becauss  "hostilities  ttih  the  Semi- L 
noles  must  be  nearer  to  a  close,"  there  is  now  a 
proposition  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  for  an  appropriation  of  near  two  millions 
and  a  halt^lf  dollars,  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  . 
War  on  the  17th  December  last,  ten  days  only  after 
the  estimates  for  the  year  were  prepared.    The  ne- 
cessity for  this  is  represented  as  very  urgent.  About J 
half  a  mil  ion  of  it  is  wanted  to  pay  for  arrear- * 
ages  of  1840,  for  services  already  rendered,  and 
which  ought  to  have  been  a  charge  on  that  year, 
ane  not  on  1841.  Why  was  it4not  embraced  within  * 
the  estimates  for  this  year?    Was  in  not  known  to  * 
the  Secretary  on  the  7th  December,  tbe  date  of  his 
annual  report?    Was  it  kept  back  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  why  si?    His  report  is  dated  Decern-* 
ber  5.    Now,  sir,  on  the  13th  November  preceding, 
the  Paymaster  General,  in  obedience  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Secretary  of  War,  submitted  to  him  an 
estimate,  amounting  to  $250,690,  for  the  payment 
of  militia  mustered  into  service  in  1840.    On  the 
17th  December,  the  Secretary  of  War  speaks  of  it 
in  these  words: 

♦This  pay  is  now  due;  and,  as  the  troops  stand  muth  in  need' 
of  it,  justice  to  them  requires  that  it  should  be  paid  to  them  at 
the  earliest  possible  day." 

Again,  General  Jesup,  on  the  14th  November, 
submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  hi*  direc- 
tion*, "en  estimate  of  the  amount  which  will  pro- 
bably be  required  for  the  service  of  this  depart- 
ment in  prosecuting  the  war  in  Florida."  This 
estimate,  including  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
for  arrears  of  1840,  expenses  already  incurred,  but 
not  paid,  amounts  to  $1,300,000;  of  which  he  re- 
quested that  $400,000  might  be  appropriated  "as 
,early  in  the  session  as  possible,"  being  wanted  for 
immediate  use.  On  the  23th  November,  General 
Jesup,  in  another  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
says  that  the  failure  of  the  Arkansas  delegation  to 
effect  a  satisfactory  arrangement  with  the  Semi*, 
noles  induces  "tbe  belief  that  a  greater  amount  will 
probably  be  required  than  that  for  which  I  pie-, 
sented  an  estimate  on  ihe  14th  instant."  Again,  f 
inquire,  why  were  not  these  sums,  thus  approved 
by  ihe  Secretary  of  War,  and  made  known  to  him 
by  the  middle  of  November,  and  urgently  requested 
on  the  17th  December — why  were,they  not  embraced 
within  the  estimates  submitted  on  7 in  December? 
For  the  rea^ou  before  suggested.  Tnat  is  a  docu- 
ment widely  circulated — the  official  exposition  of 
the  financial  condition  of  the  country — of  its  in- 
come and  its  disbursements — a  document  which 
warns  us  not  to  exceed  the  estimates,  and  attempts 
to  show  that  great  reductions  can  be  effected  in 
the  expenditures  of  this  year.  If  these  sums  had 
been  included  in  the  estimates,  all  these  boasted 
reductions  would  have  been  scattered  to  the  winds. 
The  fallacy  would  have  been  cbviou?.  But  these 
are  charges  upon  the  year,  which  I  see  no  way  it 
avoiding.  The  expense  has  been  incurred  and  is 
now  going  ou  under  Executive  authority  alone.  It 
requires  no  sancion  from  Congress,  and  we  have 
no  alternative  but  io  supply  ihe  means  of  defraying 
it.  I  have  already  said  that  near  half  a  million, 
is  required  to  defray  the  arrearages  of  1840.  The 
balance  is  required  for  pay,  submit  nee,  oiduaace, 
and  the  Quartermaster  General'*  Department,  b$* 
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eaaioDed.  principally,  if  not  wholly,  by  retaining  in 
.service  aboni  2,000  men  called  militia  and  volun- 
teers. They  are  already  in  the  service,  by  Execu- 
tive direction,  and  the  Secretary  proposes  to  retain 
them  daring  the  year,  or  until  the  wai  be  closed. 
The  estimate  is  in  this  form: 
For  arrearages  to  militia,  service  of 

1840       *  .  .  .  .    1321,244  02 

For  pay  of  Georgia  volunteers,  three 

north*,  1840        •  ...       29,446  09 

For  the  Quartermaster  General,  as 

before  stated         .  .  .  1,300,000  00 

For  pay  of  1590  mounted  and  500 
.foot  volunteers  for  the  year  1841, 
estimated  by  Paymaster  General,     489,010  96 
For  pay  of  one  battalion  foot  volun- 
teers       ....       77,206  82 
For  subsistence  for  militia  and  volun- 
teers and  inhabitants,  estimated  by 
the  Commissary  General  of  Subsis- 
tence       ....     222,421  87 
For  Medical  Department,  by  Sur- 
geon General       .  16,000  00 
.  For  Ordnance  Department,  by  Colo- 
nel of  Ordnance   .           .           .       30,000  00 


(2,385,329  75 
To  show  that  these  expenses  are  ajf/ady  par- 
tially —ncurred,  and  are  now  going  on,  daily,  and 
weekly-  and  monthly,  I  will  read  from  the  report  of 
the  War  Department 

la  order  ti  render  the  regular  forces  available  for  offensive 
operations,  a  brigade  of  Florida  militia  was  raised  for  the  de- 
fines of  Middle  Florida,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Bri- 
gaJier  General  Leigh  Read  ol  the  Territorial  militia."  *  * 
"Tha  troops  that  were  in  the  service  of  the  Territory  in  vir- 
toe  of  a  law  of  the  Legislature  of  Florida,  were  mustered  into 
of  the  United  States,  and  form  part  of  General  Read's  bri. 

U"        -    — 


,  Which  has  been  increased  to  1,200  mounted,  and  500  foot 
men,  and  may  be  railed  to  1,509  mounted,  and  500  foot;  a  force 
Which  is  considered  ample  for  the  protection  of  "that  portion  of 
the  Territory  assigned  to  Gen.  Read's  command.  *  * 

uTh0  regular  troops  now  in  Florida  amount  to  about  4,600 
men,  and  the  militia  in  service  to  about  2,000.  I  recommend 
thai  authority  be  given  the  Executive  to  engage  the  services  of 
this  description  of  troops  for  a  twelvemonth,  or  during  the 
continuance  of  hostilities  in  Florida.  Tho  tei  m  of  three  months 
is  much  too  short  to  insure  efficiency,  and  frequent  enlistments 
are  a  fruitful  source  of  insubordination  as  well  as  of  great  addi> 
tional  eipense." 

General  Jesap  also  says,  under  date  of  Novem- 
ber 23th: 

"There  art  outstanding  claims  to  a  considerable  amount, 
•rising  out  of  the  volunteer  and  Liilitia  seivice,  which  have 
been  recognised  by  the  Execuii remand  for  the  payment  of  which 
foils  an  required.  Means  are  also  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
service  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  (1840,)  as  well  as  to 
provide  for  tho  approaching  campaign.  The  urgency  of  an 
an  immediate  appropriation  is  therfore  obvious." 

Now,  air,  from  these  extracts,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  militia  and  volunteers  are  already  in  the  ser- 
vice* and  that  it  is  intended  to  keep  them  in  the  ser- 
vice. They  are  called  out  by  the  Executive  for  a 
period  of  three  months;  and,  when  that  expires, 
they  are  discharged,  and  immediately  called  out  for 
another  term  of  three  months;  and  so  on,  amount- 
ing to  constant  service.  This,  probably,  the  Exe- 
cutive has  the  power  to  do,  under  existing  laws; 
and  Out,  it  is  manifest,  he  intends  to  do,  and  the  es- 
timates are  flamed  accordingly.  The  authority 
which  the  Secretary  requests  is,  not  to  call  out  an 
additional  force  of  2,000  men,  over  and  above 
what  are  now  in  the  service,  for  a  twelvemonth, 
bat  to  extend  the  term  for  which  he  is  now  autho- 
rised to  call  them  on*,  from  three  to  twelve  monibv. 
If  it  be  granted,  very  well;  the  expenses  are  not 
increased  by  it,  because,  if  it  be  not  granted,  he 
will  exercise  the  power  he  now  possesses,  and  take 
them  into  service  from  three  months  to  three 
months,  as  ieng  as,  in  his  judgment,  it  is  necessary. 
In  either  mode  the  service  is  rendered,  and  Con- 
frees  most  supply  the  means  of  payment.  It  is, 
therefore,  apparent  that  the  appropriation  request- 
ed, of  near  two  and  a  half  miJlion?,  is  not  at  all 
dependent  upon  whether  Congress  grants  or  with- 
holds the  authority  to  call  the  militia  and  volun- 
teers into  service  for  a  tern  of  twelve  months. 
This  expense  is  gome;  on,  and  will  go  on,  unless 
the  Executive,  after  4th  March,  order  this  descrip- 
tion of  force  to  b?  disbanded.  It  will  not  be  done 
before;  and,  if  done  then,  the  expendirnres  will 
probably  amount  to  at  least  a  million  of  dollars, 
which  will  fall  on  1841,  but  embraced  within  the 
estimates  of  the  year.  To  give  a  liute  further  in« 
sight  into  ibis  expenditure,  and  the  mode  in  which 
operations  in  Florida  tie  conducted,  I  will  rend  a 


letter  from  an  officer  of  the  United  State*  Army, 
of  high  rank,  now  on  duty  there,  not  known  to  me 
personally,  hut  who,  I  am  assured  by  an  honorable 
member  of  the  House,  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  is 
a  gentleman  of  high  reputation,  and  of  the  strict- 
est honor  and  veracity.  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  give 
his  name;  the  reasons  for  which  every  gentleman 
can  readily  appreciate.  I  will  read  only  the  por- 
tion of  it  bearing  on  ihia  subject.    It  is  dated 

"St.  Augustine,  December  31,  1840. 

"Before  it  was  known,  last  summer,  whether  the  bill  autho- 
rizing the  President  of  iho  United  Sates  to  accept  the  cervices 
of  not  exceeding  2,500  volunteers  would  or  would  not  pass  in 
Confrere,  a  force  of  500  mounted  and  500  fool  militia  were  autho- 
rized by  (he  Secretary  of  War  to  be  received  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  in  Florida.  The  mounted  force  was  after- 
wards doubled;  an  I  again  in  September  increased  to  1,200,  all 
to  be  called  Florida  militia,  and  to  be  mustered  for  a  term  of 
three  months.  The  mounted  force  was  all  mustered  In,  and, 
when  the  first  term  expired,  discharged,  and  re-mustered  for  a 
second  term  of  three  months:  and  this  practice  is  to  continue, 
so  as  to  perpetuate  the  force,  both  mounted  and  foot,  in  service. 
None  of  the  foot  were  mustered  till  recently,  and  noi  till  they 
were  assured  the  duty  to  be  required  of  them  would  not  take 
them  from  home.  In  going  hence  to  Tallahassee,  in  October 
last,  I  saw  a  letter  from  a  lieutenant  colonel  of  militia  in  this 
mounted  force,  to  a  man  who  was  requested  to  raise  a  foot  com- 
pany, in  which  it  was  stated,  the  men  of  the  company  will  re- 
main at  home,  and  if  any  Indians  or  signs  of  them  shall  be  dis- 
covered, word  will  be  sent  to  tho  nearest  mounted  force  to  go 
in  pursuit.  This  changed  the  disposition  in  several  com  pa 
nies,  and  induced  the  members  to  become  foot  men  instead  of 
mounted.  Since  my  arrival  here.  I  have  been  furnished  with 
the  following  copy  (from  the  original)  of  a  letter  from  the  Bri- 
gapier  General  incomroand  of  the  Florida  militia.  Its  genuine- 
ness caonot  be  doubted,  for  the  order  is  in  the  handwriting  of 
that  officer.  It  is  proper  for  me  to  mention  that  there  is  no  Flo. 
rida  militia  in  Middle  or  East  Florida,  except  a  small  company 
uniformed  in  this  place  and  in  Tallahassee.  None  else  have 
had  the  least  organization  since  the  commencement  of  the  war; 
and  the  companies  now  in  service,  and  called  'Florida  militia' 
by  order,  are  made  up  of  such  as  are  willing  to  serve  in  them 
—some  residents  in  the  country,  many  discharged  soldiers, 
citizens  from  Georgia,  and  some  entire  companies  from  that 
State. 

[Copy  of  Order.] 
'  "  'Headquarters  Florida  Brio  ad  b, 
Newnansville.  Dec.  4,  1S40. 

tt  cThe  troops  of  the  Sedentary  Infantry  service,  of  which 
Captain  Brocr's  company  is  an  integral  portion,  shall  not, 
at  anytime,  be  ordered  on  active  duty;  nor  will  it  ever  oc- 
cur, during  their  term  of  service,  that  they  shall  be  ordered  to 
march  a  greater  distance  than  twenty  miles  beyond  the  head- 
quarters ol  their  respective  companies.  They  will  bo  directed 
to  remain  at  their  usual  places  of  abode,  and  expected  to  engage 
sedulously  in  the  pursuit  of  their  usual  occupations. 

[Signed]  "'LEIGH  READ, 

"  'Bag.  Gen-  Florida  Brig. 

11  'Captain  Brorr,  Mandarin.' 

"This  'sedentary'  service  for  which  they  are  paid,  subsisted, 
clad,  and  doctored, is  suggested,  as  I  am  credibly  informed,  by 
tho  Secretary  of  War  to  General  Read.  His  letters  of  October 
last,  will  no  doubt  show  it." 

We  hare  hers  some  account  of  the  mede  of 
conducting  affairs  in  Florida:  "a  sendentary  infan- 
try," "directed  to  remain  at  their  usual  places  of 
abede,  and  expected  to  cngag*  sedulously  in  the 
pursuit  ofiheir  usual  occupations."  The  value 
and  the  economy  of  this  description  of  force  may 
be  in  some  degree  appreciated  by  ihe  description 
which  General  Jesup  give?  of  the  laborious  doty 
devolving  on  bis  department.  Among  others,  he 
instances  "the  examination  of  accounts  purporting 
to  have  been  certified  by  volunteer  and  militia  offi- 
cers, for  the  services  of  boats,  wagons,  and  other 
means  of  transportation,  and  for  supplies  of  fo- 
rage, fuel,  building  material*,  camp  equipage,  Ac. 
purporting  to  have  been  purchased,  which  accounts 
are  found,  upon  investigation/  to  be  entire  fabrica- 
tions, both  in  certificates  and  affidavits,  or  to  have 
been  certified  by  the  officers  under  the  mistaken 
idea  that  this  was  the  proper  mean  of  obtaining, 
through  the  amounts  so  charged,  payment  for  sup- 
plies which  they  believed  should  have  been  fur- 
nished in  kind  to  their  men." 

The  result  of  this  is,  that,  so  far  from  anticipat- 
ing any  diminution  of  expenditures  on  account  of 
the  Florida  war,  an  excess  of  expenditures  in  1841 
of  two  millions  of  dollars  seems  inevitable. 

But,  further:  there  are  other  expenditures  falling 
rjprn  1841,  from  which  the  Treasury  was  relieved 
in  1840.  The  postponed  appropriations  amount, 
as  well  as  I  can  judge,  to  about  a  million  and  a 
half.  In  many  instances,  the  wt>rk  for  which  the 
appropriation  was  designed  has  been  already  done, 
and  the  materials  furnished;  upon  fortifications, 
forts,  ordnance,  navy  yards,  dec.  The  service  of 
1840,  and  the  expenditures  consequent  thereon, 
have  thus  been  thrown  on  1841;  and  are  a  proper 
charge  of  increased  expenditure  for  the  latter  year, 
Thesnmalrtady  appropriated  for  navy  pensions, 
$150,000,  is  also  a  charge,  as  already  stated,  on 
ttjis  year,  from  which  the  last  was  exempt,   There 


are  various  others,  such  as  the  claims  of  Maine  for 
milftia  services,  about  #225,000,  private  btlbJbe, 
nowhere  embraced  in  the  estimates;  but  all  of  tbtt 
description  I  will  group  together  oa  a  rale  for. , 
nished  by  tha  Secretary  himself,  and  which  wat 
formerly  practised  upon.  In  his  report  submitted 
in  December,  1837,  speaking  of  the  expenditure,  of 
the  year,  he  fays: 

•The  propriety  of  adding  also  ths  contingent  woof «)«-  . 
one  million  of  dollars  to  cover  appropriation!  made  to  Con- 
grew  beyond  i  be  estimates,  has  been  so  folly  tested  by  u»tt 
perience  of  several  years  past,  that  the  correctaesi  of  the  nut. 
sure  may  no  longer  be  considered  as  doubtful.  But  the  nmi 
excess  of  appropi  iations  thus  made  by  Congress  la  not  imputed 
by  the  undersigned  to  any  spec'al  Inattention  or  extrm. 
gan.ee." 

In  estimating  the  appropriations  for  thecooiM 
year,  the  Secretary  embraces  nothing  for  this  con- 
tingent sum,  and  bis  estimate  of  disbursements  h 
predicated  upon  that  of  appropriations.  Nov,  sir, 
to  sum  up  the  comparative  expenditures  of  tho  two 
years,  now  does  it  stand? 
Actual  expenditure  in  1840,  for  cur- 
rent expenses       .  .  .   132,489,349 
Deduct  saving  on  the  items  enume- 
rated by  the  Secretary      .  .        760,190 


Deduct  further,  excess  last  year  for 
long  session, 

Would  leave  for  the  expenditure  of 
1841,  unless  some  further  reduc- 
tion can  be  shown 
Add  expense  of  census  .       721,000 
Florida  war       .  .    2,385,329 

Navy  pensions  .  .       150,000 

Postponed  appropriations    1 ,500^000 
Contingent  sum  .     1,000,000 


21,739,189 
300,000 


21,429,159 


5756$) 


Expenditures  of  1841,  based  on  those 
of  1840    .  #97,185,488 

This  is  the  sum  for  ordinary  and  current  expea-  * 
ditures  merely,  which,  by  the  course  of  policy  sad  • 
the  measures  of  the  Administration  now  in  power, 
has  been  thrown  upon  the  present  year,  and  for : 
which  those  who  are  soon  to  administer  the  Got 
vernment  are  in  no  degree  responsible.    I  have  not 
included  the  debt  due  on  account  of  this  District, 
being  a  charge  of  (60,000  more  this  year  thiatho 
last.    Let  that  stand  as  part  of  the  "contingent  .- 
million.11    To  this  aggregate  is  then  to  be  added  i 
the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes  outstanding,  »• « 
sued  under  former  laws  estimated  by  the  Secretary  - 
at  r4,500,000,.and  we  have  the  ram  total  for  iae» 
service  of  the  year  of  thirty-one  millions  six  asn-c 
dred  and  eighty-five  thousand  ddUars,(|31.6S5,000.)  * 
This  estimate,  I  am  aware,  differs  widely  fron  t 
that  of  the  Secretary.    He  assumes  that  the  ex-.- 
pen4iiurcs  of  the  year,  "for  ordinary  purposes,"  il  ■ 
Congress  makes  no  redaction  from  the  esuaniej 
will  be  .  #19^50,000  - 

For  the  funded  debt  and  District  debt         149,260  > 
For  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes      4,500,000 

Amounting  in  the  whole,  to  .  .   f93,899#W.-* 

Before  placing  that  implicit  reliance  ipea  this 
estimate  which  the  honorable  chaii man  does,  I  da* 
sire  to  see  the  calculations  of  the  Secretary-^*, 
manner  in  which  he  proposes  to  distribute  taeaiat*  - 
teen  millions  and  a  quarter  among  the  diflereat 
branches  of  the  service — where  the  leducticafcto  - 
fall.    When  the  honorable  chairman  eaid  that  he 
might  possibly  be  told  that  the  estimates  of  the  Se- 
cretary were  not  to  be  relied  upon,  he  only  repeat-' 
ed  what  is  the  common  judgment  of  the  witW« 
Experience  has  not  furnished  us  much  groaad  rat 
such  reliance;  and,  indeed,  the  gentlestaa  aioKil 
labored  considerably  to  demonstrate  the  difficaltyt 
if  not  impossibility,  especially  in  these  timet  sC^ 
"fluctuation,"  of  forming  any  estimates  watt* 
wouW  be  likely  to  be  verified  by  the  reaoto  i 
readily  admit  that,  for  myself,  I  do  not  place  mm 
confidence  in  the  accuracy  of  the  estimates,  ftey  * 
seem  to  me  to  be  formed,  not  upon  »he  waa*aa4 
requirements  of  the  service,  but  in  reference  to  UK 
ability  of  the  Treasury,  and  so  formed  as to  pn> 
dues  a  desired -result.    Sums  total  are  assamedtt 
the  first  place,  and  then  the  component  items  if- 
ranged  to  meet  the  aggregate,   The  Adnjnistr* 


141. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Skis,. 


'■/' — Mr*  j 


bi 

i:  ■ 

ItM 

G: 

tH< 

foi 

<So 
an 

fl* 

D* 
pa; 

fir, 
ltia 
th' 

mt 

tno 


mn 


ii/ 


And 


H.  of  Rc|>a. 


fed 

that 

succ 

AH? 

Amc 

reve 

gren 

ry.     Th 

maift  fol 

Irom 

Linvy 

upon 

alor 

doth 

cuJai 

**f  f 

*o  much  for 


They 

They 

,an|l0O,Q{JO 

a  new 


u ch  larger  cj 
tedt   I  declare  figntj  I  have 


no  At  a* 


whole  re 

year,  as  sta 

I    iKink  t) 
i  differ  Willi  the  t 


\V|- 


is    HUp- 


in  which  t   tiftpr 


Whole  r«  o 


before  ttaledf  31  G 


*    24  - 


ft         -  -  6,961*597 

wury  notes  proposed  by 


Deficit 

I  rcasury  at  the  *ml  of 
the  year,  1!j- 


1,961,537 


So  that,  in  addition  to  ih< 

mdlic 

ss  will  pro vi 

i  ot  make  I  hi 

f,  in  my   j 

v  himself  * 


lion  . 

or   i:  try  liability 


9,nou,ooo 

of  i he 
0  the  Tr«a- 

.  anil 

•  tking 


have  faall* 


i 
icy  wifi   he  grc 


ii  about  fir 


which  uilaied 


. 


v  liie  aci 
?ury  D  Wh«( 

c?     In  llie  tirvl  place,  aw  i> 
i  hat   a 
i  to  extend  i he   lien 


11    He 

wuuJit    ™< 

ua  co; 

like*  me  a 
ihiri£.     Now,  sir, 

view  ot  i  he  a  tale  of  the  Treasury*  and 
fiects  for  fh<*  current  yi 

in  our  fttil  we 

have  been  told  by  i he  Secretary,  and   i 


of 
J  hardly  know  uha  at- 

tactm  tbeeewofda,  'VnnatKnr  and  lf  temp  or*-  U 


1  mat  bri 

mpr 

l"K    ll 

year, 

the 'I 

(tThe  beat  mo 

fiinJi 

below 

Imv< 

tiona 

ttop  therf*    Tba< 

Ci>ngt<  i  i be  bes 

I 

ijfeci  ng  r< 

TrcftFury; 

I  till* 
;  ihe  e?il 

■ 

■ 
aider  Iw  be  » ■■ 


plan. 

be  "tn 

i  or  a 


s  org 

have 
4  no 

>   supply 
to  have,  and 

Bm  it 

r.i  r  Hi 


Am 


J*n, 


BOM 
J 


rmifa  4 


-II 


Jan.  1641. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


941 


26th  Cong....2xd  Sess. 


Treasury  Note  Bill — Mr.  Evans. 


H.  of  Reps. 


siderable  delay,  the  frigate  sailed  on  its  cruise. 
These  facts  are  not  within  my  own  knowledge;  but 
I  have  received  inert  from  a  gentleman  in  the 
Navy,  who  had  some  agency  in  procuring  the  re- 
lease of  the  parser,  and  who  was  acquainted  wiih 
all  the  circumstances.  I  shonld  not  repeat  them 
here  if  I  had  not  full  confidence  in  their  correct- 
ness. This  is  bnt  an  Illustration  of  the  effects  of 
the  policy  recommended  by  the  Secretary,  of 
"poshing  reductions  vigorously."  Sir,  I  do  not 
desire  to  see  unnecessary  or  extravagant  appropri- 
ations, nor,  above  all,  wasteful  expenditures  of 
what  has  been  appropriated.  That  is  the  great  evil 
of  which  we  have  had  hitherto  so  much  reason  to 
complain — the  wastefulness  and  extravagance  of 
the  expenditure,  rather  than  of  the  appropriation. 
Bat  I  do  desire  to  see  sufficient  and  prompt  appro- 
priations made  for  the  public  service.  We  have 
committed  great  errors  on  this  subject.  I  verily 
believe  that  our  public  works,  both  naval  and  mili- 
tary, have  cost  at  least  twenty- five  per  cent,  more 
than  was  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  dilatory 
and  parsimonious  appropriations  which  from  time 
to  time  have  Seen  doled  out.  In  repeated  in- 
stances the  work  comes  to  a  pause,  because  the 
appropriations  are  exhausted,  and  after  a  lapse  of 
several  months,  or  a  year,  when  it  is  recommenced, 
thousands  of  dollars  are  required  for  repairs,  to 
bring  op  the  condition  of  it  to  what  it  was  when 
left  We  are  greatly  too  loDg  in  point  of  time  in 
the  completion  of  our  public  works.  If  a  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  are  wanted  to  complete  a 
giren  work  this  year,  and  every  thing  is  favorable 
for  the  purpose,  we  grant  twenty  thousand;  or,  in 
a  moment  of  extraordinary  liberality,  may  allow 
fifty.  Why  are  we  so  long  in  building  our  ships? 
Foreign  Governments  come  here,  and  at  private 
ship  yards  commence,  complete,  and  launch 
si.  atners  of  war,  of  the  best  models  and  workmanship, 
before  we  are  able,  by  our  procrastination,  to  lay  the 
keel  for  one.  One  of  the  most  scientific  and  faith- 
ful of  our  engineers,  having  charge  of  extensive 
and  important  public  works,  assured  me  last  ses- 
sion that  he  could  demonstrate,  to  mathematical 
certainty,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  delay  and 
insufficiency  of  appropriations,  these  works  cost  at 
least  one-quarter  more  than  they  would  under  a 
system  of  prompt  and  sufficient  appropriations.  I 
have  no  doubt  of  it.  True  economy  requires  that 
a  work,  once  undertaken,  should  be  prosecuted 
with  vigor,  and  that  ample  means  should  at  all 
times  be  at  command.  In  this  way,  the  person  in 
charge  of  it  may  always  avail  himself  of  favorable 
circumstances  which  are  constantly  occurring,  to 
obtain  materials  and  labor  at  the  smallest  expense. 
Much  is  saved  in  repairs;  the  structure  is  sooner 
fit  for  service,  and  the  public  interests  are  in 
every  way  promoted.  But  this  is  not  the  mode  in 
which  our  affairs  are  now  conducted,  nor  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  the  estimates  are  formed,  and  the 
appropriations  made.  How  much  can  the  service 
be  pinched,  and  embarrassed,  and  retarded  by  "re- 
duction," seem  to  be  the  considerations  which  go- 
vern the  counsels  of  the  Departments  in  their  pre- 
sent estimates;  and  at  a  time  when  every  branch  of 
toe  public  service  is  languishing  and  almost  pros- 
trate, the  only  recommendation  submitted  to  as 
from  the  Executive  is,  to  "push  reductions  vigo- 
rously. " 

The  Secretary,  in  closing  his  "last  annual  re- 
port,"  enters  into  a  review  of  some  of  our  finan- 
cial operations  during  the  period  he  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Department;  and  he  states  that 
"during  this  term  there  has  occurred  much  to 
evince  ihe  great  fiscal  power  as  well  as  prosperity 
of  the  Union."  Although  "some  reverses  have  at 
times  overtaken  the  rashness  displayed  by  parts  of 
the  community  in  certain  branches  of  business," 
yet  "the  period,  and  the  country,  as  a  whole,  have 
been  almost  unexampled  in  prosperous  develop- 
ments." "Notwithstanding  unusual  revulsions," 
and  biennial  reductions  of  duties  and  losses  by 
"officers,  and  banks,  and  merchants,"  "our  co  di- 
tion  has  been  so  flourishing  as  to  yied  a  revenue, 
doling*  that  time,  sufficient,  after  all  these  deduc- 
tions, to  accomplish  the  following  important  re- 
sults;" and  then  follows  the  enumeration  of  the 
,  ^purposes  which  have  been  accomplished.  AH  this, 
:  ,|he  Secretary  says,  is  "recorded  evidence  of  the 
10 


prosperity  of  the  country,  and  the  fiscal  ability  o 
the  General  Government."  Now,  sir,  I  have  no 
desire  to  disturb  or  find  fault  with  this  complacent 
self-congratulation,  but  I  desire  for  a  single  mo- 
ment to  consider  what  the  condition  of  the  country 
really  is.  Is  it  prosperous  and  successful?  Where 
is  the  evidence  of  it?  The  National  Government 
embrrassed  in  all  its  operations,  and  struggling  on 
from  day  to  day  under  the  pressure  of  an  insolvent 
Treasury;  public  works  neglected  and  postponed; 
public  credit  endangered.  Then,  as  to  the  States: 
most  of  them  deeply  in  debt,  and  hardly  able  to  pay 
even  the  interest  as  it  accrues;  their  bonds  from 
10  to  30  per  cent,  below  par;  their  internal  im- 
provements abandoned  in  a  great  degree,  and  re- 
sort to  heavy  taxes  inevitable,  with  no  prospect  of 
immediate  improvement  in  their  condition.  As  to 
the  affairs  of  individuals:  what  kind  of  business  is 
prosperous?  Manufactures  have  largely  declined; 
commerce,  distinct  from  navigation,  diminished; 
internal  trade  greatly  reduced;  specie  payments 
suspended  over  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Union, 
and  but  lately  resumed  in  the  great  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania; and  from  all  quarters  of  tbe  land,  as 
with  one  voice,  a  demand  for  a  bankrupt  law,  to 
relieve  the  business  of  the  country  from  the  enor- 
mous pressure  of  debt  which  now  bears  it  down  to 
the  dust 

How  is  it  with  the  planting  States — the  growers 
of  the  great  staple  of  our  exports?  Are  they  pros- 
perous? Why,  sir,  the  marshal  of  Mississippi  re- 
turns to  us  that  he  has  received  for  fees  last  year 
the  enormous  sum  of  eighty-seven  thousand  dollars, 
growing  out  of  the  immense  number  of  suits  insti- 
tuted for  the  recovery  of  debts.  The  banks  of  the 
Slate  are  unable  to  pay  the  small  amounts  still 
due  to  the  United  States  for  depositee,  and  have 
applied  for  still  longer  postponement.  How  is  it  in 
Alabama,  and  the  other  cotton-growing  regions? 
Cotton,  I  believe,  has  been  ranging  last  year  from 
5  to  7  or  8  cents— probably  not  bringing  over  6  or 
7  to  the  planter.  I  recollect  to  have  seen  it  stated, 
within  a  few  years,  that  the  cost  of  the  production 
of  cotton  was  about  7  or  8  cents.  Some  gentle- 
man can  probably  put  me  right  on  that  mailer. 
[Mr.  Hubbard  of  Alabama  nodded  assent  to  the 
statement.]  Tbe  honorable  member  signifies  that 
I  am  correct.  The  cost  to  the  planter,  therefore, 
has  been  quite  equal  to,  perhaps  in  some  instances 
greater  than,  tbe  amount  he  has  been  able  to  sell 
for.  Is  that  a  prosperous  condition  of  thing?  The 
Secretary  says:  "It  is  a  source  qf  great  satisfac- 
tion to  witness  the  indications  which  the  unprece- 
dented amount  of  exports,  during  the  last  four 
years,  has  given  of  tbe  continued  prosperity  of  the 
country,"  &c.  "Again:  "The  general  prosperity 
has  been  such  as  to  create  a  large  surplus  of  pro- 
ducts, and  to  enable  us  to  send  abroad  immense 
and  increased  values  of  them,  however  great  the 
complaints  have  been  as  to  low  prices."  Now,  sir, 
if  prices  are  so  low  as  scarcely  to  remunerate  the 
producer,  it  does  not  strike  me  that  tbe  great  quan- 
tity produced  is  very  good  evidence  of  prosperity. 
General  prosperity  is  made  up  of  individual  pros- 
perity; and  how  tbe  country,  as  a  whole,  can  be 
successful,  when  all  branches  of  its  business  is  de- 
pressed, is  not  very  apparent  to  my  mind.  Un- 
doubtedly it  is  better  to  produce  and  sell  even  at 
low  prices,  and  thus  furnish,  as  far  as  it  goes, 
means  of  extinguishing  our  foreign  indebtedness, 
than  not  to  produce  at  all;  because  tbe  laborers, 
if  not  employed,  must  still  be  subsisted  and  clothed; 
and  if  they  cannot  earn  more  than  half  their  sup- 
port, it  is  better  to  do  that  than  remain  in  idleness. 
All  that  can  be  said  is,  that  by  reason  of  our  great 
production,  though  no  profit  is  made  upon  it  we 
are  not  so  deeply  involved  and  so  mnch  distressed 
as  we  should  be  if  the  crops  entirely  failed.  The 
grain-growing  sections  of  the  country — the  great 
West;  the  growers  of  pork  and  other  provisions — 
are  they  prosperous?  Do  they  find  ready  markets 
and  remunerating  prices?  We  know  that  it  is  not 
so;  and  yet  we  have  "recorded  evidence  of  tbe 
prosperity  of  the  country."  Sir,  I  should  like  to 
read  this  record  elsewhere  than  in  the  universal 
embarrassment  and  depression  which  broods  over 
the  whole  land;  and  all,  all  brought  upon  it  within 
this  very  period  which  the  Secretary  has  selected 
as  one  "unexampled  in  prosperous  developments" 


—all  within  the  last  eight  years.  The  "recorded 
evidence"  to  which  the  Secretary  refers,  is  found 
only  in  the  vast  receipts  into  the  Treasury  which 
have  enabled  him  to  accomplish  tbe  great  results 
he  has  enumerated.  The  Secretary  has  not  always 
considered  it  in  that  light.  The  enormous  receipts 
alluded  to  accurred  chiefly  in  two  years,  1835  and 
1836,  and  in  a  considerable  degree  from  most  extra- 
ordinary and  unexpected  sales  of  public  land. 
The  receipts  of  1835  were  about  #35,500,000,  of 
which  15,000,000  were  derived  from  the  lands. 
The  receipts  of  1836  were  close  npon  49,000,000 
of  which  over  24,000,000  were  derived  from  lands. 
Whole  amount  for  two  years  #84,303,051 

Expenditures  during  same  years  .         47,238,000 

Excess  of  receipts  .  .         37,065,051 

These  years,  therefore,  are  the  great  source  of  the 
vast  receipts  which  the  Secretary  now  regards  as 
"recorded  evidence"  of  our  prosperity,  because  the 
receipts  of  the  last  four  years  have  not  equalled  the 
expenditures.  Sir,  I  cannot  but  recollect  how  often, 
withia  the  last  two  years,  I  have  heard  the  impor- 
tations and  the  land  sales  of  those  years  denounced 
as  "over-trading"— "speculation"— forced  on  by 
bank  expansions — growing  out  of  fictitious  credit; 
and  as  the  cause  of  all  the  embarrassments  and  re- 
vulsions which  followed.  The  specie  circular  was 
issued  avowedly  to  check  the  land  sales  which  were 
going  on  to  such  dangerous  extent  What  vehe- 
ment denunciations  have  we  not  listened  to  both  of 
banks  and  of  State  debts,  as  occasioning  such  enor- 
mous importations  from  abroad,  destructive  of  our 
industry  and  our  resources?  And  yet  it  was  these 
very  importations  and  sales  which  furnished  the 
Treasury  with  money— now  relied  upon  as  "re- 
corded evidence  of  the  prosperity  of  the  country." 
The  Secretary  himself,  in  his  report  to  Congress  in 
December,  1838,  says:  "An  over-flowing  tide  of 
speculation  and  bank  issues  like  that  of  1836  is  not 
anticipated,  while  the  recent  evils  and  disasters 
from  these  sources  are  fresh  in  remembrance."  He 
was  constrained  "at  that  time  to  regard  many  of 
the  appearances  of  extraordinary  prosperity  as  de- 
lusive, tbe  existing  surplus  as  temporary  and  falla- 
cious," &c. 

By  what  strange  process  is  it  that  this  fallacy,  these 
delusive  appearances,  have  become  entitled  to  tbe 
great  weight  and  the  high  authority*  of  "recorded 
evidence?"  But,  sir,  not  to  hold  the  Secretary 
bound  by  opinions  expressed  two  years  ago,  and 
which  he  may  have  since  changed,  we  find  in  the 
same  document— the  report  of  this  year— a  repeti- 
tion of  tbe  same  sentiments.  Having  stated  the 
great  results  which  he  has  accomplished,  he  next 
proceeds  to  explain  the  difficulties  which  he  bad  to 
encounter.  "One  of  the  greatest  evils  to  the  pub- 
lic service,  as  well  as  to  ihe  security  of  private 
business,  during  a  part  of  the  above  period,  has 
consisted  in  the  fluctuations  to  which  both  have 
been  subjected."  These  fluctuations  are  exhibited, 
among  other  proofs,  in  the  great  falling  off  of  im- 
ports, which,  he  says,  "fell  within  two  years  from 
near  one  hundred  and  ninety  millions  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fourteen;  and  in  the  single  year  just  past, 
almost  sixty  millions."  "Such  inflations  and  con- 
tractions  must  be  destructive  of  all  confidence  in 
calculations  for  the  future,  while  the  causes  of  them 
shall  continue  to  operate  unremedied.  What  are 
these  causes?  They  will  be  found  to  have  been 
chiefly  connected  with  the  abuses  of  banking.  On 
the  occasion  just  referred  to,  they  were  the  supera- 
bundance of  a  fictiticus  medium  of  circulation, 
with  the  attendant  overtrading  and  speculations  in 
1836,  and  the  consequent  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments in  1837,  as  well  as  the  disasters  and  scarcity 
of  any  medium  till  the  latter  part  of  1838."  Then 
another  expansion,  he  says,  and  "increase  of  im- 
ports of  nearly  fifty  millions,"  followed  by  contrac- 
tions, suspensions,  and  commercial  reverses.  "The 
great  principles  of  trade  can  never  be  long 
violated  with  impunity.  And  any  fictitious  or 
unnatural  excess  of  credit  soon  ends  in  revul 
sions,"  Ac.  I  understand  the  Secretary,  in  all  this, 
to  affirm  that  in  1836,  "the  great  principles  of 
trade"  had  been  violated;  that  revulsions  neces- 
sarily followed;  that  there  was  a  superabundance 
of  fictitious  credit,  bringing  on  overtrading  and 
speculatian;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  sns- 
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per  rion  of  specie  payments,  disasters,  and  scarcity 
or  any  medium,  <tc.  He  says,  also,  "some  im- 
prudences abroad  may  hire  augmented  the  evils 
Jiere."  Now,  if  all  this  be  so,  I  cannot  compre- 
hend how  it  is  that  the  operations  of  these  years  of 
abundant  revenue  and  large  receipts — operations 
which  have  brought  in  their  train  reverses,  dis- 
asters, and  evils,  and  have  inflicted  such  deep  and 
wide  spread  injury  upon  the  country— how  it  can 
be  thai  they  furnish  evidence  or  great  fiscal  ability 
and  unexampled  prosperity.  According  to  the  Se- 
cretary »s  statement,  wa  have  been  undergoing,  in 
pretty  rapid  succession,  for  several  years,  these 
alternate  contractions  and  expansions;  or,  to 
use  another  expression  of  his,  the  community  bas 
been  "kept  under '  the  constant  exeitement  and  de- 
pression of  the  hot  and  cold  fits  of  a  violent  fever." 
16  that  a  condition  of  health?  Does  it  indicate 
prosperity?  I  shall  not  now  go  into  the  considera- 
tion of  the  causes  of  the  revulsions  and  fluctua- 
tions which  we  have  experienced.  They  may  all 
be  directly  traced  to  the  action  of  the  Government 
itself;  and  whatever  of  disaster  the  community  has 
undergone,  the  Administration  is  responsible  for. 
That  I  hold  to  be  clearly  demcnetrable. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  endeavored  to  confine  my 
attention  to  the  present  condition  of  the  Treasury, 
and  to  its  probable  necessities  during  the  present 
year.  As  to  what  will  be  the  state  of  affairs  in 
the  next  and  succeeding  years,  I  shall  not  now  un- 
dertake to  examine.  I  have  no  expectation  that 
this  Congress  will  look  so  far  in  advance  as  that 
Very  heavy  burdens,  I  am  aware,  will  be  thrown 
upon  the  coming  Administration  for  many  years, 
by  the  measures  and  policy  of  that  which  is  about 
to  close.  The  aggregate  I  shall  not  venture  to 
compute.  1  have  already  said  that  I  should  prefer 
early  act;on  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  supply, 
from  the  ordinary  sources  of  revenue,  sufficient 
means,  not  only  for  this  year,  but  for  the  future. 
I  despair  of  that.  The  present  measure  I  consider 
wholly  inadequate  for  the  service  of  the  whole 
year;  but  it  will  relieve  the  Treasury  from  present 
embarrassments,  and  keep  the  wheels  of  Govern- 
meat  rolling  yet  awhile.  To  the  wisdom  and  pa- 
triotism of  those  whoa  re  so  soon  to  enter  upon  the 
administration  of  the  Government,  and  to  succeed 
us  in  these  scats,  I  look  with  confidence  for  such 
measures  as  shall  restore  not  only  the  revenue  of  the 
Government,  but  the  business  and  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  the  people. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  BELL, 

OF  TENNES8EE, 
III  the  Htnut  qf  BepresenUtwa,  January  20, 1841. — 
The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  upon  the  bill  making 
provision  for  the  issue  of  five  millions  of  Trea- 
sury notes — 

Mr.  BELL  said  it  might  well  be  considered  pre- 
sumptuous in  any  one  to  attempt  to  follow  the  two 
honorable  gentlemen  [Messrs.  Barnard  and  Evans] 
who  bad  preceded  him  on  the  same  side  of  the  ques- 
tion presented  by  the  bill  under  discussion,  for  all 
who  heard  their  remarks  must  be  willing  to  admit 
that  they  were  distinguished  for  uncommon  acumen 
and  ability.  Nor  (said  Mr.  B.)  would  he  have  un- 
dertaken so  hazardous  an  enterprise,  were  it  not 
that  the  subject,  in  some  of  its  aspects,  had  impress- 
ed itself  upon  bis  mind  as  of  far  higher  importance 
than  those  gentlemen  appeared  to  attach  to  it;  and 
he  also  felt  constrained  to  differ  with  them  in  some 
of  the  sentiments  which  bad  fallen  from  them  in 
the  course  of  their  remarks.  He  hoped— indeed  he 
did  not  suppose—that  this  difference  would  be 
found  very  material,  when  those  gentlemen  shonld 
come  to  make  a  practical  application  of  their 
views;  nor  was  he  satisfied  that  he  had  fully  under* 
stood  that  pertion  of  the  remarks  to  which  he  could 
not  give  bis  assent.  But  if  he  had  not  mistaken 
the  tenor  of  a  sentiment  expressed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnasd,]  be  (Mr.  B.) 
must  say  that  he  could  not  look  forward  with  the 
same  complacency  and  satisfaction  to  that  prospec- 
tive redundancy  of  means  in  the  Treasury,  the 
mere  contemplation  of  which  had  supplied  the  gen- 
lit  man  \  fancy  with  such  delightful  visions  of  fu- 
ture improvement  and  grandeur.    The  otyer  gen- 


tleman [Mr.  Evans]  had  also  loomed  a  liule  too 
largely,  when  he  spoke,  in  anticipation,  as  it  were, 
in  the  atmosphere  of  an  overflowing  Treasury  and 
unrestricted  appropriations.  Mr.  Bill  said  that 
while  he  ha't  as  little  respect  as  those  gentlemen 
could  have  for  the  narrow — he  had  almost  said  >be 
mean — spirit  of  parsimony  which  apnea* ed,  all  at 
once,  to  have  become  the  favorite  policy  of  the  ex- 
piring Administration,  yet  he  still  he'd  that  there 
wan  a  real  and  substantial  merit  in  ec<  mmy  in  the 
administration  of  a  Government,  as  well  as  in  pri- 
vate affairs.  He  acknowledged  that  there  might  be 
an  ill-timed  and  stinted  system  of  expenditure  upon 
great  and  indispensable  establishments  which  would 
be  a  false  economy,  and  productive,  in  the  end,  of 
a  far  greater  drain  upon  the  public  treasure,  than  a 
more  free  and  liberal  use  of  it;  yet,  as  a  general 
rule,  and  when  we  come  to  trace  the  outlines  of  a 
policy  best  adapted  to  a  free  system  of  government, 
economy  in  the  public  expenditures  and  allowances 
of  every  kind  must  ever  stand  as  one  of  the  most 
essential  features  of  it,  while  profusion  and  extra- 
vagance will  always  be  the  most  certain  means  of 
undermining  the  most  skilfully  devised  fabric  of  li- 
berty, and  ultimately  of  destroying  the  very  founda- 
tions of  all  real  prosperity. 

The  other  considerations  incidentally  connected 
with  the  subject  under  debate,  and  which  had  ap- 
peared to  Mr.  B.  not  to  have  been  sufficiently  re- 
garded and  pressed  by  the  gentlemen  who  had  pre- 
ceded him,  were,  first,  whether  the  amount  of 
means  proposed  by  the  bill  now  presented  was  not 
much  below  the  necessities  of  the  Treasury,  and 
whether  this  was  not  the  most  suitable  occasion 
which  could  ariie  during  the  session  for  providing 
an  adequate  supply  for  the  service  of  the  whole 
year,  (1841;)  and,  secondly,  whether  the  propriety 
of  making  some  immediate  provision  for  supplying 
the  much  larger  deficiency  which  would  occur  in 
the  revenue  of  the  year  1842  was  not  equally  ma- 
nifest. 

Both  these  questions,  said  Mr.  B.  are  directly 
connected  with  another  of  considerable  interest  and 
importance  to  the  country;  that  is,  whether  we  are 
to  have  a  called  session  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture. If  the  means  provided  by  this  bill  are  not 
sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury 
during  the  whole  year;  or  if  it  shall  be  found  that 
great  and  vital  public  interests  require  that  provi- 
sion shall  be  made  in  advance  for  the  deficit  which 
is  certain  to  appear  in  the  revenue  of  next  year, 
(1842,)  and  it  is  not  done  now,  an  extra  session  of 
Congress  will  be  unavoidable.  Upon  this  point,  I 
desire  to  address  my  remarks  chiefly  to  the  gentle- 
men who  are  in  the  majority  in  this  House,  and 
who  still  control  the  administration  of  public  af» 
fairs.  It  rests  with  them  to  say  wheiher  we  shall 
have  a  called  session  or  not;  and  with  them,  I  pro- 
pose to  demonstrate,  must  rest  the  responsibility  of 
all  the  inconvenience  and  expense  which  will  at- 
tend such  a  step.  They  now  bold  all  the  power  in 
their  own  hands.  They  can  move  effectually  in 
wha'ever  may  be  necessary  to  be  done.  We  can- 
not move  at  all,  in  the  present  organization  of  the 
House.  Our  hands  are  tied.  They  cannot  only 
provide  adequate  means  for  the  service  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  but  they,  and  they  only,  can  provide  in 
due  time  for  the  deficiency  of  the  next,  without  the 
extraordinary  charge  of  a  special  session.  We 
can  only  express  our  sentiments.  They,  only,  can 
act,  for  they  have  the  majority  in  both  Houses  of 
Congress. 

The  gentleman  from  Maine  (Mr.  Evans)  has 
contented  himself  with  demonstrating  that  there  is 
a  clear  necessity  for  passing  this  bill  authorizing 
the  issue  of  fivs  millions  of  Treasury  notes;  that 
five  millions,  at  least,  will  be  necessary  for  the  ser- 
vice of  this  year,  (1841;)  but  leaves  the  question  of 
further  supply  for  the  service  of  the  present  year, 
and  the  grant  of  that  supply,  to  be  brought  up  and 
acted  upon  some  other  day  before  the  close  of  the 
session;  and,  as  to  the  necessity  of  meeting  in  ad- 
vance the  anticipated  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of 
the  ensuing  year,  be  is  wholly  silent.  Has  that 
gentleman  reflected  how  improbable  it  is  that  our 
opponents,  whtn  they  find  the  means  provided  by 
this  bill  ample  enough  for  the  time  they  remain  in 
power,  will  trouble  themselves  to  make  any  very 
careful  scrutiny  into  the  probable  necessity  of  the 


Treasury  during  the  remaining  three  quarter! 
of  the  year?  Or  if,  under  a  seo&e  of  doty  to  the 
country,  they  shall  be  disposed  to  do  so,  has  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  reflected  hov  difficult  it 
will  be,  at  any  future  day  of  the  session,  to  move 
in  a  matter  giving  rise  to  so  much  difference  of 
opinion?  We  are  now  advanced  to  the  20ihday 
ot  January.  Only  about  five  weeks  remain  which 
can  be  effectually  devoted  to  business,  and  not  one 
of  the  great  appropriation  bills  has  passed.  These 
are  bills  which  ought  never  to  pass  this  House 
without  the  closest  scrutiny.  In  my  opinion,  «r, 
this  occasion,  this  bill  presents  the  only  opportune* 
ty  we  shall  have  during  the  prefect  tession  of  pro- 
viding an  adequate  supply  for  the  service  of  the 
whole  of  the  prevent  y«ar,  and  of  making  suitable 
provision  in  advance  for  the  deficiency  in  the 
means  r>f  the  next.  I  trust  those  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  have  been  so  lone  associated  in  oar  politi- 
cal course  will  think  seriously  on  these  points, and, 
if  tbey  agree  with  me,  I  pray  them  to  nmte  with 
me  in  an  effort  to  effect  both  objects,  so  far  as  we 
have  the  power. 

I  am  not  satisfied,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  will  be 
altogether  safe,  in  the  prefect  stain  of  the  political 
influences  of  the  country,  and  in  view  of  the  change 
that  is  soon  to  take  place  in  the  public  Administra- 
tion, to  rely  upon  the  estimates  of  our  opponents  in 
forming  an  opinion  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  car- 
rent  revenue,  or  other  means,  for  the  present  or 
any  future  year.  Those  who  are  to  be  responsible 
for  the  administration  of  pubic  affairs  af  er  the  4  th 
of  March  next  ought  to  remember  that,  as  far  as 
party  interest  and  influences  are  apt  to  control  the 
judgment  and  conduct  of  men,  the  strongest  temp- 
tations exist  with  the  majority  in  this  House  to 
cripple  and  embarrass  the  new  Administration  by 
consigning  to  them  an  exhausted  Treasury  and  a 
deficient  revenue.  It  is  the  first  time,  in  a  period 
of  forty  years,  and  it  is  only  ihe  second  timeiitlae 
history  of  the  country,  when  a  new  Administration 
has  been  called  upon  to  carry  on  the  Government 
with  the  aid  of  such  supplies  and  means  only  as 
political  opponents,  soured  and  resentful  by  defeat, 
have  thought  proper  to  dole  out  to  them.  The 
committee  of  this  House  charged  with  the  duty  of 
inquiring  and  reporting  upon  all  questions  of  rere- 
nue  and  supply,  is  organized  in  opposition  to  the 
new  Administration.  This  state  of  things  occurred 
in  1801,  when  Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  power,  af- 
ter a  most  fierce  and  desperate  political  rencounter, 
but  never  before  nor  since,  until  now.  The  pas- 
sions and  biasses  adverse  to  just  and  public-spirited 
legislation,  exerted  by  such  a  collision,  are  natural, 
and,  with  many,  uncontrollable.  I  do  not  mesa  lo 
charge  that  these  passions  and  biasses  are  peculiar 
to  the  party  still  in  the  majority  in  this  Boast. 
One  thing  appears  certain,  however.  The  preseal 
majority  in  Congress  are  resolved  to  provide  means 
enough  to  keep  themselves  afloat  during  the  re* 
maining  brief  term  of  their  power;  but  the  dancer 
is,  that,  like  the  mass  of  mankind  in  private  life, 
while  they  are  liberal  and  bountiful  in  their  sop- 
plies  for  the  subsistence  and  comfort  of  their  ova 
household,  they  will  show  themselves  nigprdlj 
and  parsimonious  in  their  dealings  viih  their 
neighbors  and  countrymen  generally.         , 

But  I  appeal  to  the  present  majority  u  <as 
House  whether,  in  accordance  with  their  new  and 
much  vaunted  devotion  to  economy,  tbey  villaot 
be  constrained  to  make  at  all  events  a  sufficient 
provision  of  means,  both  or  the  present  and  ensu- 
ing fiscal  year.  It  would  seem  that  economy  has 
lately  become  not  only  the  cardinal,  bat  the  only 
virtue  in  their  political  creed.  Eren  the  Sob- 
Treasury  is  seriously  advocated  as  an  engine'" 
enforcing  economy,  not  only  in  public,  bnt  in  pri- 
vate life.  I  am  in  favor  of  encouraging  •»  "*" 
tering  this  new-born  zeal  for  economy  in  our  oppo- 
nents. For  one,  I  have  no  fears  that  the  dreams 
of  those  will  ever  be  realized,  who  imagine  that, 
by  this  sort  of  death-bed  repentance— this tatepro- 
fession  of  economy— they  can  atone  for  a  w* 
life  of  extravagance,  wastefulness,  and  profligacy 
in  expenditures,  and  thereby  work  out  aintare 
redemption.  .. 

If  the  present  majority  in  this  House  are  realty 
desirous  of  infusing  a  sp.rit  of  rfrid  economy  two 
the  opeiations  and  expendituree_of  tbeJwTeru*** 
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1  warn  them  to  lake  care  how  ibey  force  upon  the 
new  Administration  the  necessity  of  an  extra  ses- 
sion, which  cannot  coM  the  naGon  less  than  half  a 
million  of  dollars.  Half  a  million  ought,  in  my 
opinion,  to  be  regarded  as  a  substantial  item  in 
their  estimate  of  what  constitutes  economy;  and 
they  will  most  assuredly  be  justly  responsible  for 
the  sin  of  it,  unless  they  shall,  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, make  suitable  pro? ision  for  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury.  I  warn  them  not  to  indulge  the  hope 
that,  by  any  ingenious  disguise  of  the  trae  state  of 
the  Treasuiy,  or  of  the  large  amount  of  debt  now 
suspended  over  it,  or  by  any  other*  artifice,  tbey 
can  so  manage  to  drive  the  new  Administration  to 
the  necessity  of  a  called  session,  with  the  expecta- 
tion of  raising  a  successful  clamor  against  them  on 
that  account.  I  tell  them  that,  unless  they  act 
promptly— unless  they  act  effectually  at  the  present 
session  upon  the  subjects  I  hare  indicated— the 
reasons  for  a  called  session  may  become  too  mani- 
fest— the  necessity  too  palpable  to  admit  of  decep- 
tion or  misunderstanding:  a  called  session,  or  a 
meeting  of  Congress  in  advance  of  the  stated  pe- 
riod, will  become,  in  my  opinion,  indispensable. 

As  to  the  immediate  questions  presented  by  the 
hill,  there  are  two  of  them  tfbout  which  little  need 
be  said.  The  first  relates  to  the  fact  of  an  existing 
deficiency  in  the  means  of  the  Treasury  to  meet  the 
current  demands  upon  it,  and  of  this  I  think  there 
can  be  no  doubt;  nor  can  there  be  a  reasonable 
doubt  that  this  deficiency  is  at  least  equal  to  the 
five  millions  demanded  by  the  bill.  The  other 
question  directly  presented  by  the  bill  is  not  so 
clear,  but  there  wookl  be  quite  as  little  reason  in 
taking  up  the  time  of  the  committee  in  the  discus- 
sion of  it.  It  is,  whether  the  mode  of  supply  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  is  the  proper  one — whether  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  or  a  direct  and  open  loan 
is  the  more  constitutional  and  eligible  mode  of 
granting  the  necessary  supply.  The  policy  of  re* 
sorting  to  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  however  ob- 
jection thle  in  time  of  peace,  has  been  adopted  and 
sactioaed  by  the  majority  in  this  House  »ince  1837, 
in  opposition  to  the  opinions  and  principles  of  those 
with  whom  I  have  generally  acted.  As  long  as  the 
same  majority  control  the  decisions  of  the  House, 
the  policy  may  be  regarded  as  permanent;  and,  al- 
though their  supremacy,  we  may  hope,  will  termi- 
nate with  the  present  Congress,  tbey  are  still  in  the 
ascendant  here,  and  must  be  allowed  to  have  their 
own  way.  While,  therefore,  I  cannot  vote  for  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  in  lime  of  peace,  for  the 
reasons  often  assigned  by  others  on  this  floor,  yet  I 
will  not  repeat  the  arguments  against  the  bill  on 
this  ground;  nor  do  I  feel  myself  called  upon  to 
propose  any  amendment  to  change  the  mode  of 
supply  provided  for  in  the  bill,  especially  so  far  as 
regards  the  amount  necessary  to  meet  the  immedi- 
ate demands  upon  the  Treasury.  I  choose  to  de- 
vote the  time  allowed  me  in  this  discussion  to  more 
'  practical  views  and  objects;  and  to  leave  to  those 
who  have  the  numbers  and  the  power  to  regulate 
the  mode  of  the  supply  which  tbey  think  expedient 
to  grant  at  their  own  discretion  and  upon  their  own 
responsibility. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  two  other  ques- 
tions, naturally  enough  connected  with  the  subject 
of  this  bill,  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  about 
which  much  may  be  said;  and  about  which  there 
will  probably  be  some  controversy.  The  first  of 
these,  both  in  point  of  time  and  importance,  con- 
cerns the  extent  of  the  deficiency  that  will  exist  in 
the  resources  of  the  Treasury  during  the  present 
year,  and  raises  the  inquiry  whether,  instead  of  five 
millions,  ten  or  even  more  will  not  be  necessary  to 
meet  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury  within  the 
year. 

Relying  chiefly  upon  the  proof  furnished  by  the 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I 
shall  attempt  to  show  that  the  amount  of  existing 
debts  or  demands,  as  well  as  the  demands  which 
will  certainly  accrue  against  the  Treasury  in  the 
course  of  the  year  (1841)  is  largely  underrated  by 
that  officer,  and  that  a  high  degree  of  probability 
exists  that  be  overrates  the  amount  of  the  current  re- 
ceipts into  the  Treasury,  both  from  customs  and 


Let  us  first  inquire  what  will  be  the  total  amount 
tyally  chargeable  upon  the  Treasury  during  the 


present  year  (1641;)  and  secondly,  what  amount 
wJl  probably  be  actually  presented  or  demanded  at 
the  Treasury  within  the  year. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  annual  re- 
port states  the  amount  legally  chargeable  upon  the 
Treasury  within  the  year  1841,  at  thirty-two  mil- 
lion five  hundred  and  fifty -five  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  dollars;  but  it  further  appears, 
from  his  own  statement,  that  he  estimates  the  actu- 
al demands  upen  the  Treasury,  within  the  year,  at 
no  more  than  twenty  4 wo  millions  one  hundred  and 
thirty-four  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  thirty-fom 
dollar*— the  difference  between  these  two  sums  being 
ten  million  four  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  and 
twenty-seven  dollars.  This  last  is  the  precise 
amount  of  the  sppropriations  for  1840,  and  former 
years,  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  1840, 
either  already  applied  or  set  aside  for  the  service  of 
that  year,  and  not  yet  called  for,  or  not  applied, 
(postponed)  and  remaining  applicable  to  the  ser- 
vice of  1841.  For  this  large  amount  the  Secretary 
thinks  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  make  any  provi- 
sion, on  the  supposition  that  an  equal  amount  of 
the  appropriations  for  the  present  year  will  lie  over 
uncalled  for,  or  unapplied  at  the  close  of  it.  This 
as  I  will  show  hereafter,  is  mere  conjecture  on  the 
part  of  the  Secretary;  for,  as  to  the  amount  which 
may  be  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  present  year, 
it  may  be  ten  or  it  may  be  only  two  millions,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances. 

If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  correct  in  the 
supposition  that  no  more  than  t«renty-two  millions 
and  a  little  upwards  will  be  actually  called  for  or 
demanded  at  the  Treasury  within  the  year,  it  will 
only  be  necessary  to  provide  means  to  that  amount, 
and  a  sufficient  balance  in  the  Treasury  to  mee 
contingencies.  But  if  it  can  be  shown  that  a  much 
greater  amount  of  payments  will  be  required  from 
the  Treasury  within  the  year,  it  must  be  met  by  an 
increased  supply  of  means. 

The  best  mode  of  detecting  and  exposing  the 
errors  of  the  Secretary  will  be  to  take  up  and  exa- 
mine the  items  in  his  estimate,  both  of  charge  and 
supply,  separately. 

The  appropriations  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  as  a  new  and  specific  charge  upon 
the  year  1841,  amount  to  a  small  sum  over  sixteen 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  This  is  the  lowest 
estimate  since  1835.  I  do  not  complain  of  it  be- 
cause it  U  well  enough  to  bear  in  mind  that  it  is 
evidently  a  forced  estimate;  and  for  that  reason, 
and  the  further  one  that  the  nearer  the  estimates  or 
appropriations  for  any  one  year  approximate  the 
actual  wants  of  the  Government,  the  larger  the 
proportion  of  them  which  w  11  be  expended  within 
the  year.  The  Secretary  had  said,  two  years  ago, 
that  the  annual  expenditures  might,  in  bis  opinion, 
be  soon  reduced  to  seventeen  or  eighteen  millions 
of  dollars;  and,  to  verify,  as  nearly  as  possible,  his 
own  predictions,  he  made  a  sort  of  Prtcrustes  bed 
of  the  Treasury  estimates,  to  which  every  branch 
of  the  public  service  was  to  be  fitted  at  all  hazards. 
These  estimates  are  certainly  not  adjusted  to  the 
demands  of  the  public  service  at  the  present  junc- 
ture, as  will  abundantly  appear  from  various  pub- 
lic documents  emanating  from  the  Executive  de- 
partments. To  make  the  demands  of  the  public 
service  square  with  his  standard  of  expenditures, 
the  Secretary,  like  the  tyrant  of  old,  has  lopped  off 
a  foot  here,  and  a  head  there,  and,  had  it  been  ne- 
cessary for  bis  purpose,  be  was  even  prepared  to 
have  sacrified  an  entire  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice for  a  time.  jty£sj 

The  next  item,  or  rather  the  next  class  of  the 
new  charges  upon  the  Treasury  for  the  year  1841, 
is  one  which  the  Secretary  could  neither  add  to  nor 
diminish— it  being  the  amonnt  which  is  already  ap- 
propriated for  the  service  of  the  year,  by  existing 
laws,  to  certain  specified  objects.  The  aggregate 
amount  of  this  description  of  new  charges  is  ire 
million  five  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars.  The  principal  item  of  this 
amount  is  four  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  which 
will  be  required  to  redeem  outstanding  Treasury 
notes  within  the  year  1841.  The  sum  of  these 
two  items  or  classes  of  new  appropriations,  for  the 
year  1841,  will  exhibit  the  whole  amount  which 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  supposes  will  be  ac- 
tually demanded  or  paid  within  the  year.    When 


thrown  into  the  usual  Treasury  form,  they  will 

stand  thus: 

Estimate  of  appropriations  to  be  made  specifically 
chargeable  upon  the  year  1841      -  fl6,6ai,fiS0 

Appropriations  specifically  chargeable 
upon  the  year  1841,  by  existing 
laws,  viz: 

For  military  service,  Ac.  -    |864,000 

Public  debt,  including  in- 
terest and  first  instal- 
ment on  debt  assumed 
for  District  of  Colum- 
bia      -  -  -       149,300 

For  redemption  of  Trea- 
sury notes  falling  due 
within  the  year  -   4,500,000 


Total  of  appropriations  by  existing 
laws  - 


5,513,300 


Total  amount  specifically  chargeable 
upon  the  year  1841  -  -  i32,134,7t0 

But  there  is  another  large  class  or  appropria- 
tions chargeable  upon  the  year  1841,  which  ought  to 
be  included  in  the  regular  and  formal  statements 
which  issue  from  the  Treasury  Department,  but 
which,  in  general,  are  only  to  be  ascertained  from 
a  careful  reading  of  the  annual  report  I  mean 
the  balances  of  appropriations  for  former  years, 
which  are  outstanding  at  the  close  of  one  year, 
and  become  a  legal  charge  upon  the  ensuing  year, 
without  any  new  legal  sanction.  These  balances, 
at  the  end  of  1840,  appear,  from  the  statement  ac- 
companying (he  annual  report  and  estimates,  to 
have  been,  as  I  have  before  stated,  ten  million  four 
hundred  and  eleven  thousand  and  twenty  seven 
dollars.    In  general,  these  balances  of  former  ap- 

?ropriations  are  the  first  that  are  drawn  from  the 
Veasury  in  each  year,  and  the  means,  therefore, 
must  be  provided  to  meet  them  in  some  mode  or 
other;  but  I  notice  them  at  present  only  as  consti- 
tuting legally  and  properly  a  part  of  the  entire 
charge  upon  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1841.  By 
looking  into  the  annual  Treasury  report,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  Secretary  so  regards  them.  The 
total  amount  of  appropriations  legally  chargeable 
upon  the  year  1841,  according  to  the  Treasury 
statements  and  estimates,  will,  therefore,  exceed 
thirty-two  millions.  When  expressed  in  the  usual 
form,  the  account  against  the  Treasury  would  stand 
thus: 

Amount  of  appropriations  specifically  chargeable 
upon  the  year  1841    .  •  f09,134,79t 

Amount  of  former  appropriations  out- 
standing at  the  close  of  the  year 
1840,  and  which  become  a  legal 
charge  upon  the  year  1841  .  .    10,411,027 

m   "*■!     '■  '■■■ 

Total  amount  of  appropriations  legal- 
ly chargeable  upon  the  year  1841, 
according  to  the  estimates  and  state- 
ments of  the  Secretary  of  theTtea- 
sury  .  |39  545  747 

But  this  statement  does  not  show  the  entire  legal 
charge  whieh  will  exist  against  the  Treasury  in 
the  year  1841.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
makes  his  estimates  upon  the  basis  of  the  usual 
and  current  service  of  the  year.  The  present  Se- 
cretary has  never  departed  from  this  rule  that  I 
remember,  even  in  a  case  as  important  and  pressing 
as  an  existing  war,  when  a  large  force  of  militia 
and  volunteers  were  in  the  field,  and  large  expen- 
ditures had  been  actually  incurred  on  their  account. 
Such  a  case  occurred  in  1837.  At  that  time  the 
annual  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
were  made  out  for  the  year  1838  (December,  1837) 
there  were  between  five  and  six  thousand  mounted 
volunteers  on  service  in  Florida,  besides  fonr  or 
five  thousand  regular  troops.  Before  the  close  of 
the  year  1837,  and  very  probably  before  the  esti- 
mates for  the  following  year  were  made  out,  a 
million  of  dollars  hsd  been  expended  beyond  the 
amount  appropriated  for  that  service  in  that  year; 
yet  the  Secretary  took  no  notice  whatever,  in  hie 
estimates  of  the  expenditures  and  appropriations 
for  the  year  1838,  of  the  large  and  extraordinary 
demands  upon  the  Treasury  which  the  Florida  war 
would  necessarily  produce;  nor  did  he  make  any 
1  provision  whatever  for  the  million  of  dollars  Own 
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being  expended  in  that  service  wiihin  the  year 
1837,  beyond  the  appropriations.  The  fact,  there- 
fore, Hated  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
Evajis,]  of  half  a  million  of  dollars  having  these 
expended  in  1840,  lor  the  oay  and  subsis- 
tence of  the  seventeen  hundred  miltiia  now  in  the 
Florida  service,  and  no  notice  taken  of  it  in  the 
annual  estimates,  is  no  novelty  in  the  conduct  ol 
the  honorable  Secretary.  His  usual  prac- 
tice in  this  respect  shows  bow  little  reliance 
la  to  be  placed  upon  his  estimates  generally, 
as  exhibiting  the  amount  of  rh*  probable  demands 
upon  tbe  Treasury  in  any  one  year.  Congress 
has  already  been  called  on  to  vote  at  the  present 
session  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to 
supply  the  deficiency  in  the  naval  pension  fund, 
which  the  Secretary  must  have  known  to  exist  be- 
fore be  made  out  his  estimates  for  ihe  present  year. 
This  is,  therefore,  a  new  charge  upon  the  Trea- 
sury, not  included  in  his  annual  estimates.  To 
this  we  may  add  ninety-two  thousand  dollars  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  Wsys  and  Means  for 
the  same  object  We  must  also  include  in  our  ac- 
count of  the  new  ahargea  which  will,  certainly  be 
created  against  the  Treasury  within  the  present 
year,  the  amount  proposed  to  be  appropriated  for 
the  public  buildings  in  this  city,  now  under  con- 
tract, or  in  a  course  of  construction.  This  sum 
will  not  fall  short  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  then- 
.  sand  dollars,  and  may  far  exceed  that  amount, 
We  ma*  also  safely  estimate  that  at  least  two  hun- 
.dred  thousand  dollars  will  be  voted  by  Congress  to 
miscellaneous  objects  at  the  present  session.  This 
item  has  been  set  down  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  some  of  his  estimates,  at  one  million 
of  dollars.  In  addition  to  these  several  amounts, 
we  learn  from  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Evams]  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had 
sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  end  Means  an 
estimate  of  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Florida  war  in  the  year  1841,  amounting  to  two 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars;  and  as  it  appears 
that  a  large  portion  of  this  amount  has  already 
been  expended,  and  the  war  still  continues,  I  take 
it  for  granted  thai  that  sum,  at  least,  will  be  voted 
*  by  CongresB  for  that  service.  These  several  items 
of  new  appropriations,  not  included  in  tbe  annual 
estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  will,  of 
course  increase  the  amount  already  stated  as  con- 
stituting the  gross  legal  charge  upon  the  Treasury 
in  the  year  1841,  according  to  the  Treasury  esti- 
mates. Stated  in  the  usual  form,  the  whole  amount 
legally  chargeable  upon  the  Treasury  in  the  year 
1841,  will  stand  thus: 

Total  amount  legally  chargeable  upon  the  Treasu- 
ry in  the  year  1841,  according  to  tbe  annual 
Treasury  estimates  and  statements,  #32,505,747 
New  appropriations,   not  included  in 

the  Treasury  estimates,  viz: 
Amount  already  appropriated  to  supply 
deficiency   in    the    naval    pension 
fund         .           .           .  #150,000 
Amount  reported  by  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  for 
the  same  object      .                92,000 
Amount  reported  by  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings      •  115,000 
Amount  asked  for  by  Secreta- 
ry of  War  for  support  of 
the  Florida  war                 9,500,000 
Amount  of  probable  appropri- 
ations for  miscellaneous  ob- 
jects                    .           .  300,000 
Total  of  new  appropriations 
not  included  in*  the  Treasn- 
.   ry    estimates    and    state- 
ments       .  •  3,057,000 

Total  amount  legally  chargeable  upon 
the  Treasury  in  the  year  1841,        #35,563,747 
Of  the  whole  amount  thus  shown  to  be  chargea- 
ble upon  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1841,  we  have 
.  already  explained  that  ten  million  four  hundred 
and  eleven  thousand  and  twenty-seven  dollars  con- 
sist of  former  appropriations;  and  although,  as  al- 
ready stated,  these  are  the  first  that  will  be  expend- 
ed and  paid  from  the  Treasury  within  tbe  year, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  making"  out 
estimate  of  tye  amount  of  means,  necessary  to.  meet 


tend- 
'.  yet 
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the  actual  demands  upon  the  Treasury  within  the 
year,  assumes  as  the  basis  of  his  estimate,  that 
there  will  be  a  balance  of  the  whole  amount  of 
appropriations  legslly  chargeable  upon  the  Treasu- 
ry in  the  year  1641,  remaining  unexpended  .or  un- 
called for  at  the  end  of  that  year,  about  as  large  as 
the  simi'ar  aggregate  balance  outstanding  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1840.  If  the  Secretary  is  correct  in  this 
assumption,  then,  instead  of  thirty- five  and  a  half 
millions  of  dollars,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  pro- 
Tide  means  sufficient  to  meet  a  demand  of  twenty- 
five  millions  and  a  little  upwards  within  the  year— 
this  being  the  balance  of  the  entire  charge  upon  the 
Treasury,  after  deducting  an  ameunt  equal  to  the 
outstanding  balances  of  former  appropriations  at 
the  end  of  the  year  1840.  The  question  is,  whether 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  not  made  too 
high  an  estimate  of  the  outstanding  balances  of  ap- 
propriations at  the  close  of  the  present  year. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  question  whether  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  has  not  overrated  the  balance 
of  the  appropriations  chargeable  upon  the  present 
year  which  wilt  be  outstanding  at  the  close  of  it, 
and  for  which  he  thinks  it  unnecessary  to  make  any 
provision  within  the  year.  In  deciding  upon  the 
probable  amount  of  tbe  appropriationa  of  the  pre- 
sent andf  ormer  years  which  will  be  outstanding  at 
the  and  of  this  year,  it  is  necessary  to  look  into  the 
nature  and  condition  of  the  service  and  objects  for 
which  they  were  voted  by  Congress.  Of  the  ►  ten 
millions  and  upwards  of  these  salance?  which  ap- 
pear from  the  Treasury  statements  to  havs  been 
outstanding  at  tbe  close  of  1840,  the  isrgest  portion- 
in  fact,  nearly  all  of  them — were  specifically  chargea- 
ble upon  the  year  1840.  From  the  same  statement  it 
appears  that  upwards  of  six  millions  and  a  half  of 
the  entire  amount  have  been  expended  or  applied 
to  the  service  of  the  last  year,  but  tbe  payments 
therefor  have  not  been  demanded  or  made  from  the 
Treasury.  They,  therefore,  continue  to  be  a  legal 
charge  upon  tbe  Treasury  during  the  present  year 
and  until  paid.  The  condition  of  this  part  of  these 
outstanding  balances  may  be  made  more  intelligible 
by  the  employment  of  a  term  not  strictly  admis- 
sible in  financial  parlance.  They  may  be  properly 
represented  as  mortgaged  or  secured  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  already  due  by  the  Government,  or 
for  the  fulfilment  of  contracts  and  engagements  en- 
tered into  before  the  close  of  tbe  year  1840,  and 
which  remain  to  be  paid  in  the  year  1641.  An- 
other, and  the  only  remaining  portion  of  thete 
balances,  after  the  transfer  of  a  small  part  to  the 
surplus  fund,  has  not  been  expended  or  applied  to 
the  service  of  any  former  year;  they  have  been 
postponed,  and  remain  Oyer  to  be  expended  or  ap- 
plied to  the  objects  for  which  they  were  originally 
appropriated  within  the  year  1841.  These  unap- 
plied or  postponed  balances  amount,  as  appears 
from  the  Treasury  statements,  to  upwards  of  three 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  They  might  and 
ought  to  have  been  applied  to  the  service  of  the 
year  1840,  had  there  been  sufficient  time  after  they 
were  passed  by  Congress,  or  had  the  Executive 
been  pleased  to  do  so,  but  which  were  not  so  ap- 
plied, either  for  want  of  time  or  inclination.  The 
obligation  on  tbe  Executive  to  expend  or  apply 
these  unapplied  or  postponed  balances  within  the 
present  year  is  just  as  binding  as  though  they  were 
made  a  specific  charge  upon  1841  by  law. 

It  is  true  that  the  Executive  administration  may 
so  manage  as  to  postpone  or  suspend  the  applica- 
tion of  a  portion  of  these  unapplied  balances  to 
another  year,  as  the  present  Administration  has 
done  within  the  last  two  years.  In  the  same  man- 
ner a  large  portion  ol  the  expenditure  of  the  new 
appropriations  for  the  present  year  may  be  post- 
poned until  1843;  but,  in  both  cases,  it  would  be  a 
postponement — a  suspension  (except  as  to  a  small 
parr,  in  its  nature  contingent,  and  which  may  ne- 
ver be  wanted)  against  law,  and  in  violation  of  a 
high  moral,  as  well  as  legal  and  constitutional  duty. 
When  Congress  appropriates  moneys,  it  is  meant 
that  they  should  be  applied  to  the  respective 
branches  of  the  public  service  for  which  they  were 
designed  as  speedily  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
nature  and  demands  of  the  objects.  The  Execu- 
tive, except  in  cases  expressly  provided,  is  rested 
with  no  discretion  in  the  matter,  and  the  assump- 
tion of  it  is  an  abuse  ot  power,    It  is  the  exercise 


of  a  dispensing  power.  Executive  iofluence  and 
patronage  are  necessarily  increased  when  authority 
is  assumed  to  apply  large  sums  of  money,  or  not, 
at  discretion,  to  objects  and  interests  in  which  large 
bodies  of  men  feel  a  personal  concern. 

It  may  be  of  use  to  notice  briefly  the  nature  and 
histpry  of  these  outstanding  balances  within  the 
last  ten  or  twelve  years.  They  have  attracted  too 
little  attention  from  Congress.  The  theory  of  our 
system  of  annual  and  specific  appropriationa  sup- 
poses or  requires,  in  general,  that  tbe  appropria- 
tions made  by  law  for  the  service  of  a  year  shall  he 
expended  or  applied  within  that  year  to  the  objects 
specified.  This  is  so  at  least  as  to  all  appro- 
priations not  contingent  in  their  nature,  or  not  in 
their  terms  confined  to  the  service  of  a  single  year. 
To  carry  out  this  theory  rigorously  would  often  he 
very  inconvenient,  and  sometimes  impossible.  For 
example:  Payments  upon  contracts  for  supplies  of 
the  army  and  navy;  upon  contracts  for  supplying 
timber  to  tbe  navy;  and  even  the  pay  of  the  army 
and  navy,  from  the  nature  of  the  service,  cannot 
always  be  made  at  regular  periods.  In  such  cases, 
although  the  expenditures  may  be  said  to  be  in- 
curred within  the  year,  the  payments  ae  often  not 
made  from  the  Treasury  nntil  after  ihe  close  of  the 
year  for  which  the  appropriations  were  made.  But 
a  constitutional  and  faithful  administration  of 
tbe  Government  requires  that  the  appropriationa 
and  the  expenditures  for  each  year  shall  corre- 
spond as  nearly  as  possible.  By  the  existing 
practice,  the  Government  assumes  the  power  to  re- 
duce or  enlarge  the  expenditures  within  the  year, 
at  its  discretion.  The  practice  of  tbe  present  Ad- 
ministration, in  this  respect,  will  put  it  in  the  power 
of  the  Government,  wiihin  tbe  present  year,  for 
example,  te  expend  twenty-five  or  six  millions  of 
dollar*,  provided  the  Treasury  is  sufficiently  reple- 
nished, although  the  new  appropriations  specifical- 
ly chargeable  upon  the  year  may  not  exceed  twen- 
ty-two millions;  and  of  the  whole  amount  legally 
chargeable  upon  the  Treasury  in  1841,  we  have 
seen  that  the  Secretary  estimates  that  upwards  of 
ten  millions  will  remain  either  unexpended  or  un- 
called for  at  tjie  close  of  the  year.  This  is  an 
abuse  for  which  there  is  no  adequate  apology  or 
necessity.  If  the  Secretary  is  right  in  his  estimate 
of  the  probable  balance  of  outstanding  appropria- 
tions at  tbe  end  of  tbe  present  year,  he  might  and 
ought  to  have  brought  down  his  estimates  of  new 
appropriations  to  twelve  instead  of  sixteen  millions 
of  dollars.  The  progress  of  this  abuse  deserves  no- 
tice. The  charge  upon  the  year  1829,  consisting 
of  former  appropriations,  I  find  was  of  applied  but 
nnpsid  balances,  three  million  four  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  dollars,  while  the  amount  of  unapplied  or 
postponed  balances  was  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven  dollars 
only.  In  1830  the  applied  balances  lying  over  for 
payment  amounted  to  two  million  four  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  thousand  dollars,  and  the  unapplied 
to  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand  dollars-  In 
1832  the  applied  balances  were  three  million  four 
hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand  dollars, and  the 
unapplied  five  hundred  undone  thousand  dollars.  In 
1834  the  applied  balances  were  five  million  one 
hundred  and  ninety  thousand  dollars,  and  the  un- 
applied four  hundred  and  forty-nine  thousand  dol- 
lars. Alter  that  year  this  irregularity  increased  in 
so  rapid  a  ratio  that,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1836, 
tbe  aggregate  amount  of  these  balances  was  six- 
teen millions  seven  hundred  and  fifty-two  thousand 
dollars.  At  the  close  of  tbe  year  1837  they 
amounted  to  fourteen  million  one  hundred  and  fif- 
ty-seven thousand  dollars.  And  we  have  already 
seen  that  at  the  close  of  the  year  1840,  while  the 
applied  balances  were  only  six  million  six  hundred 
and  sixty-one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  dollars,  showing  an  increase  ef 
this  class  of  balances  tince  1829  of  about  one  hun- 
dred per  cent,  the  unapp.ied  or  postponed  balances 
were  three  million  seven  hundred  and  forty-nine 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  four  dollars,  an  amount 
more  than  sixteen  times  greater  than  the  same  dam 
of  balances  in  1829 1 

In  order  to  form  some  just  estimate  of  the  propor- 
tion of  these  three  million  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  four  dollars  of  (fee. 
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unapplied  appropriations  of  former  years,  which 
will  be  expended  within  the  year  1841,  allow  me 
to  point  out  some  of  the  most  eontHerable  items 
which  make  op  the  amount  as  ihey  appear  in  the 
Treasury  estimate.  First,  there  is  the  iam  of  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  applicable  to 
the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  army.  The  second 
1  will  note  is  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars 
applied  to  the  payment  of  pensions.  A  third  is  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  and  forty  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ten  dollars  applicable  to  the  ordnance 
department.  The  last  I  shall  enumerate  is  the 
sum  of  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  four 
hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  which  remain  of 
last  year's  appropriations  applicable  to  fortifica- 
tions. These  four  items  make  an  aggregate  of  two 
million  seven  hundred  and  siity-two  thousand  six 
hundred  and  five  dollars;  and  from  u)e  nature  of 
them  I  infer  that  every  cent  of  them  will  be  or 
ought  to  be  expended  within  the  year  in  addition 
to  the  amount  of  new  appropriations.  Apart  of 
the  sum  applicable  to  pensions  may  lie  over. 

It  will  be  found  mat  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury himself  was  conscious  when  did  up  his  report 
that  it  would  not  be  altogether  safe  to  rely  upon  so 
large  an  amount  of  appropriations  outstanding  at 
the  close  of  1841.  He  suggests  "that  a  greater 
proportion  of  outstanding  appropriations  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1840  than  will  be  let  t  unexpended  of  the 
new  charges  imposed"  Why  this  suggestion?  Un- 
doubtedly because  he  well  knew  that  there  were 
circumstances  calculated  to  produce  thh  result, 
which  eon  Id  not  long  escape  detection.  He  knew 
that  the  policy  of  staving  off  every  demand  against 
the  Treasury  as  the  slightest  pretext  existed  for 
doing  so,  which  has  prevailed  for  the  last  two 
years,  was  obliged  to  come  to  light.  He  also  well 
knew  the  extent  to  which  the  practice  has  obtained 
of  late  of  postponing  or  suspending  the  application 
or  expenditure  of  appropriations.  The  policy  in 
both  cases  has  been  dictated  by  the  low  state  of  the 
public  funds,  and  the  effe et  has  been  to  cause  a 
heavier  drain  upon  the  Treasury  in  the  ensuing 
year;  and  at  the  same  time  to  ensure  the  necessity 
of  applying  or  expending  a  larger  proportion  of 
both  the  old  and  the  new  appropriations  to  the 
rightful  objects  within  the  present  year.  Another 
cause  of  an  increased  expenditure  in  the  year  1841  j 
may  be  added:  the  appropriations  for  the  year  1840 
were  passed  at  so  late  a  season  of  the  year  that  a 
large  amount  of  them  could  not  be  expended  for 
want  of  time,  and,  as  to  a  part  of  them,  there  was 
a  suspension  authorized  by  law. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  Congress  makes  a 
large  appropriation,  which,  from  its  nature,  cannot 
be  expended  within  one  year;  and  such  appropria- 
tions of  course  cause  a  temporary  increase  of  the 
balances  at  the  end  of  the  year.  One  example  of 
this  kind  is  to  be  found  in  the  appropriation  of  up- 
wards of  five  millions  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
Cherokee  treaty.  This  amount  hung  like  a  dark 
cloud  upon  the  Treasury  for  several  years,  but  it 
in  now  so  much  reduced  that  it  is  no  longer  of  any 
importance.  No  similar  appropriations  of  very 
great  extent  swell  the  present  amount  of  these  ba- 
lances. Upon  the  whole,  I  conclude  that,  from  all 
the  causes  and  from  all  the  reasons  I  have  assign- 
ed, instead  of  ten  millions  remaining  unpaid  or 
unapplied  at  the  end  of  the  present  year,  (1841,) 
the  balance  so  remaining  of  both  classes  will  not 
exceed  six  millions  of  dollars,  if  it  turns  out  so 
much.  Deduct  this  amount  from  the  gross  sum 
shown  to  be  chargeable  upon  the  Treasury  in  the 
year  1841,  and  the  remainder  will  show  the  true 
amount  for  which  a  cash  provision  must  be  made 
within  the  year.  I  will  make  the  statement  in  the 
usual  form: 

Total  amount  legally  chargeable  upon  the  Trea- 
sury within  the  year  1841,  as  before  stated  and 
explained     ....  35,562,747 
Deduct  amount  of  balance  of  applied 
and  unapplied  or  postponed  appro- 
priations, which  will  probably  be 
outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1841  ....      6,000,000 

Amount  of  actual  demands  upon  the    • 
.    Treasury  in  the  year  1841,  and  for 


which  provision  must  be  made  .  |29»562  747 
This  amount  must  be  provided  for  ia  some  form 
or  other.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  estimates 
the  balance  of  cash  means  in  the  Treasury,  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1840,  at  one  million  five  hundred 
and  ninety  thousand!  eight  hundred  and.  fifty-five 
dollars;  but  this  is  but  a  small  portion  of  the  whole 
sum  required  during  the  year.  How  docs  the  Se- 
cretary propose  to  make  up  the  balance?  He  in- 
forms us  that  i wo  hundred  thousand  dollars  will 
probably  be  collected  from  debtor  banks;  from  mis- 
cellaneous sources  eighty  thousand  dollars;  and 
that,  until  the  3 1st  of  March,  an  authority  will  ex- 
i*t,  under  the  act  of  31st  Jklarch,  1840,  to  issue 
three  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  six  hundred 
and  eighteen  dollars  in  Treasury  notes,  provided 
the  whole  emission  outstanding!  does  not  exceed 
five  millions  of  dollars.  These  several  items,  sup- 
posing them  all  to  be  available  to  the  extent  stated, 
make  an  aggregate  of  means  amounting  te  two 
million  two  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  four 
hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars.  But  the  main 
resource  relied  upon  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  meet  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury  is  the 
receipts  from  the  customs  and  lauds  within  the 
year.  From  the  customs  he  estimates  that  there 
will  be  received,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  nine- 
teen millions,  and  fiom  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
three  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars;  making  the 
aggregate  receipts  from  the  two  sources  twenty-two 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  This  amount, 
added  to  the  aggregate  sum  of  the  smaller  items  of 
supply  first  enumerated,  will  make  the  total  meana 
of  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1841,  according  to 
the  statements  and  estimates  of  the  Secretary, 
twenty-four  millions  seven  hundred  and  thirteen 
thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars. 
This  amount,  deducted  from  the  twenty-nine  mil- 
lion five  hundred  and  sixty-two .  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars,  the  amount  which, 
as  I  have  shewn,  will  probably  be  demanded  at 
the  Treasury  within  the  year,  will  leave  a  deficit 
amounting  to  fonr  million  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-four  dol- 
lars. Stated  in  the  usual  form,  the  account  be- 
tween the  wants  of  the  Treasury  within  the  year 
and  the  supplies  estimated  by  the  Secretary  will 
stand  thus: 

The  probable  amount  of  actual  demands  upon  the 
Treasury  within  the  year  1841        .  |29,562,747 
Means  stated  and  estimated  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  viz: 
Amount  which  will  be  collected  from 
debtor  banks  in  the  year  1841 

#200,000 
Amount  which  will  be  col- 
lected from  miscellane- 
ous sources      .  .         80,000 
Amount  of  Treasury  notes 
which  may  be  issued  un- 
der act  of  31st  of  March, 
1840     .                        .       342,618 
Amount  of  the  estimated 
balance  in  the  Treasury 
at  the  close  of  the  year 
1840     .            .            .    1,590,855 
Estimated  amount  of  re- 
ceipts    from     customs 
within  the  year  1841     .  19,000,000 
Estimated   amount   from 
sales  of  public  lands  in 
the  year  1841    .  .    3,500,000 


Total  of  means  stated  and  estimated 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury    .    24,713,473 

Deficit  .  .    #4,849,274 

It  must  be  observed  that  the  deficiency  here  stated 
will  result,  'without  leaving  a  balance  of  one  cent 
in  the  Treasury  to  meet  contingencies.  But  it  is 
more  important  at  present  to  analyze  the  nature 
and  substance  of  the  means  stated  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury;  bow  much  of  them  is  cash,  or 
equivalent  to  cash;  and  what  portion  of  them  con- 
sists of  mere  speculation,  dependent  upon  conjee* 
tural  estimates,  which,  in  these  times  of  great  and 
sudden  fluctuations,  are  seldom  more  than  half 
equal  to  cash.  The  balance  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  close  of  1840,  whatever  it  may  be,  and  the  an- 


thority  to  make  a  further  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
are  the  only  cash  items  in  the  .whole  budget  of 
means  brought  forward  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  Of  the  twenty-four  millions  and  up* 
wards  which  he  supposes  will  be  received  into 
the  Treasury  during  the  year,  nineteen  mil-' 
lions  are  dependent  upon  the  amount  of  impor- 
tations and  the  receipt  of  duties  upon  them* 
How  does  the  Secretary  arrive  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  customs  wHl  yield  this  amount  within 
the  present  year?  Upon  what  information  of  large 
orders  sent  out  or  of  increasing  importations  doss 
he  found  this  expectation?  He  does  not  tell;  and  I 
was  surprised,  not  to  say  astonished,  to  hear  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  ot  Ways  and  Means 
declare  that  he  looked  only  to  the  statement  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  'that  point,  and 
that  he  went  no  further;  contenting  himself  with 
the  observation  that  the  Secretary  was  the  chief  of- 
ficer of  the  Government  entrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  finances,  that  he  was  presumed  to  be  the 
best  informed  upon  this  whole  subject,  and  that  he 
could  not  rely  upon  better  authority.  The  honora- 
ble chairman  did  not  even  condescend  to  state'the 
data  in  possession  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  upon  which  he  founded  his  estimate  of  the 
receipts  from  customs;  nor  did  it  appear  to  the 
House  that  the  chairman  himself  bad  been  so  far 
honored  and  confided  in  by  the  Secretary  as  to 
communicate  to  him  the  information  he  bad  col- 
lected upon  that  subject.  And  has  this  House,  the 
constitutional  revenue-raising  branch  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature,  and  has  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  the  appointed  and  trusted  organ  Qf  the 
money-raising  power  of  the  House,  "shrunk  to  (sis 
little  measure!"  It  was  not  so  of  old  1  We  are  re- 
quired not  only  to  take  the  mere  estimates  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  equal  to  cash  in  de- 
ciding upon  the  sufficiency  of  means  to  meet  the 
demands  upon  the  Treasury  and  to  uphold  the  pub- 
lic credit  within  the  year,  but  we  are  Hot  even  put 
in  possession  of  the  grounds  upon  which  he  makes 
them  out.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
so  far  as  we  can  see  from  their  course  in  relation  to 
this  bill,  have  neither  eyes  to  see,  nor  ears  to  hear, 
nor  tongue  to  speak,  any  thing  but  as  they  are  ad- 
vised and  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Can  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  for  his  life  give 
any  reason  why  the  receipts  from  the  customs  in 
the  present  year  should  be  estimated  at  nineteen 
millions  instead  of  eighteen  or  twenty?  Why,  in- 
deed, should  they  be  set  down  at  a  greater  amount 
than  fifteen  millions?  A  reasonable  degree  of  cer- 
tainty ought,  at  least,  to  be  required  when  the  faith 
and  credit  of  the  Government  are  to  depend  upon 
their  estimates.  The  receipts  from  customs  last 
year  (1840)  were  thirteen  millions  and  a  half,  as- 
certained and  estimated.  The  receipts  for  this 
year  are  set  down  as  good  for  five  millions  and  a 
half  more  than  they  yielded  last  year.  All  the 
light  we  have  received  upon  this  subject  since  the 
date  of  the  annual  estimate  is  contained  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  read  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
in  the  opening  of  this  discussion.  In  that  letter 
he  informs  the  committee  that  the  nett  receipts 
from  the  customs  for  the  present  (current)  quarter 
of  the  year  will  not  exceed  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars. This  would  indicate  a  considerable  falling 
off*  from  the  original  estimate*  At  this  rate  of 
quarterly  receipts,  the  customs  will  not  yield  more 
than  twelve  millions  of  dollars;  but  my  friend  from, 
Maine,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  who  is  better  informed  on 
this  subject  than  1  am,  thinks  the  original  estimate 
of  the  Secretary  not  too  high,  yet  the  argument 
employed  by  himself  does  not  corroborate  this  con- 
clusion. He  stated  that  he  thought  the  estimate  of 
three  millions  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  low 
enough,  but  he  felt  confident  that  the  receipts  for 
the  two  succeeding  quarters  of  the  year  would 
be  fifty  per  cent,  higher.  Admit  it  to  be  so.  The 
second  and  third  quarter's  revenue  from  customs  will 
then  amount  to  four  millions  and  a  half  each,  or 
nine  millions  of  dollars  for  the  two.  Suppose  also 
that  the  fourth  and  last  quarter  of  the  year  will  . 
supply  an  equal  amount,  (a  case  not  very  supposa- 
ble^  wondering;  the  large  reduction  of  duties  which; 
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Is  to  take  place  at  the  end  of  the  year,)  the  total 
amount  of  receipts  from  customs  would  then  be 
only  sixteen  millions  and  a  half,  an  amount  less 
than  the  original  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  ihe 
Treasury  by  two  and  a  half  millions.  I  beg  leave 
to  say  that  I  think  the  estimate  of  sixteen  millions 
and  a  half  quite  high  enough  to  be  assumed  as  cer- 
tain*—to  certain,  that  no  provision  need  be  made 
by  law  for  supplying  any  deficiency  in  the  revenue 
below  that  point,  when  we  are  deciding  upon  the 
necessary  supplies  tor  the  support  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  faith  during  the  year. 
The  revenue  from  the  customs  may,  indeed,  torn 
out  to  be  much  greater  than  the  original  estimate 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  precise 
amount  of  receipts  from  customs  mtfst  always  be 
subject  to  much  uncertainty.  I  was  quite  con- 
founded, when  I  beard  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  after  he  had, 
with  the  utmost  complacency,  declared  his  inten- 
tion of  relying  upon  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  as  the  very  best  authority  he  con  Id 
consult,  and  that  we  most  take  them  as  the  basis  of 
our  supplies  for  the  support  of  the  public  credit 
during  the  year,  turn  about  and  argue  in  direct 
terms  that  there  was  no  sort  of  certainty  in  these 
estimates,  nor  could  there  be,  from  the  nature  of 
the  source  of  this  branch  of  the  revenue — the  com- 
merce of  the  country,  the  fluctuations  and  revul- 
sions of  which  being  so  ureal  and  irregular  as  to 
defy  all  calculation.  "Happy,"  he  said,  "would 
the  man  be  who  could  make  a  close  approxima- 
tion to  the  actual  receipts"  in  his  erimates.  Yet, 
sir,  it  is  these  uncertain  and  unreliabU  estimates, 
and,  in  the  case  of  the  receipts  from  customs,  as- 
sumed to  exceed  in  the  present  year  those  of  the 
last  more  than  five  mil  ions  of  dollars,  that  we  are 
to  consider  as  a  certain  cash  fund  to  meet  actual 
demands  upon  the  Treasury  to  their  full  amount 
within  the  year.  What  though  it  should  turn  out 
that  the  receipts  from  customs  within  the  year  may 
exceed  nineteen  millions,  does  that  possibility 
weaken  the  argument  that,  in  providing  the  ways 
and  means  to  support  the  public  faith  and  credit, 
we  should  make  our  estimates  so  moderate  and 
reasonable,  that  if  we  err  at  all,  we  should  err  on 
the  safe  side,  that  we  should  be  sure  not  to  exceed 
the  actual  receipt?  Every  circumstance  con- 
sidered, which  may  and  ought  to  influence  the  im- 
portations within  the  present  year — the  small  stock 
of  goods  on  hand,  and  the  reviving  trade  and  confi- 
dence on  the  one  hand,  and  the  danger  of  over  im- 
portation on  the  eve  of  the  great  reduction  of  duties 
to  occur  so  soon  on  the  other — satisfies  me  that  six* 
teen  millions  and  a  bait  is  as  high  an  estimate  of 
the  receipts  from  customs  in  the  present  year  as  can 
be  safely  relied  on. 

Another  item  of  the  Secretary's  estimate,  I  be- 
lieve, will  turn  out  to  be  quite  too  high,  I  allude 
to  the  estimated  receipts  from  public  lands.  He 
states  them  at  three  and  a  half  millions.  This  is  a 
much  larger  amount  than  appears  to  have  been  re- 
ceived within  the  past  year.  The  receipts  from 
this  source  in  1840  probably  have  not  exceeded  two 
mud  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  Upon  what  theory 
of  increasing  prosperity-— upon  what  just  expecta- 
tion of  a  sound  and  abundant  circulating  medium 
likely  to  be  realized  within  the  year  1841,  does  the 
Secretary  base  his  calculations  on  this  point?  Do 
we  not  well  know  that  the  season  of  bank  resump- 
tion is  always  one  of  diminished  currency,  of 
straitened  means  among  the  people?  Again,  sir: 
where  are  those  tracts  of  new  and  fertile  lands 
which  are  to  be  brought  into  market  within  the 
present  year — what  fine  and  virgin  region  is  yet  to 
be  ofcred  to  the  cupidity  of  the  speculator,  or  to 
the  more  humble  ambition  of  the  pioneer  and  set- 
tler, which  holds  out  the  prospect  of  increased  sales 
and  receipt  from  that  source  within  the  present 
year?  If  1  wanted  evidence  of  the  over  estimate 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  this 
branch  of  the  revenue,  I  need  go  no  further  than 
his  own  more  recent  statements,  contained  in  the 
letter  read  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
In  that  letter  he  informed  the  committee  that  the 
receipts  from  public  lands  within  the  current  quar- 
ter of  the  present  year,  will  not  exceed  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars*  At  this  rate  the 
receipt*  of  the  whole  year  from  that  source,  will 


not  exceed  one  million  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars 

You,  sir,  [Mr.  Casry,]  know  that  the  expecta- 
tions indulged  by  the  Secretary  on  this  subject  are, 
and  must  be,  delusive.  If  we  receive  two  and  a 
half  millions.! rom  lands  this  year,  we  will  do  well. 

I  do  not  forget  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, in  his  annual  report,  holds  out  the  prospect  of 
an  increase  of  receipts  from  the  lands  during  the 
year  from  the  adoption  of  the  pre-emption  and  gra- 
duation policy— but  this  too  is  all  a  delusion — a 
humbug.  It  is  only  a  continuation  of  that  system 
of  imposture  with  which  the  couniry  has  been  so 
long  misguided  and  lured  on  to  the  most  injurious 
and  destructive  measure?.  The  supporters  of  the 
pre-emption  and  graduation  principles  in  the  futnre 
sales  of  the  public  lands  well  know  that  the  receipts 
from  that  source  will  not  be  increased  to  the 
amount  of  one  cent  within  the  year,  even  if  they 
should  succeed  in  carrying  out  the  views  they  pro- 
fess upon  this  subject  at  the  present  session.  I  go 
further,  I  say  they  not  only  do  not  expect  any  in- 
crease of  means  from  that  source,  but  they  do  not 
intend  that  there  shall  be  any.  If  I  am  wrong  in 
this  statement,  I  challenge  any  gentleman  who 
knows  the  contrary  to  rise  in  his  place  and  correct 
me.  No,  sir,  tbey  know  ihey  have  no  intention  of 
putting  any  additional  means  from  this  sou  re-  into 
the  Treasury  within  the  present  year.  Yet  we 
continually  hear  that  the  Tieisury  is  to  be  reple- 
nished bv  the  passage  of  a  pre-emption  law. 

[Mr.  Hubbard  of  Alabama  said  that  he  intend- 
ed that  sales  should  be  effected  under  the  pre-emp- 
tion law,  if  it  should  pass,  during  the  present  year, 
and  he  added  that  a  large  amount  of  the  public 
lands  had  been  surveyed  and  could  be  entered 
within  the  year  J 

I  do  not  undertake,  said  Mr.  Bell,  to  speak  of 
the  views  of  every  individual  among  the 
friends  of  the  Administration,  in  or  cot  of 
he  House,  upon  this  subject.  I  only  speak 
of  the  aggregate  intention  and  pol;cy  of  the 
party  now  and  lately  in  power;  and  I  know  them 
to  be  such  as  I  now  state,  from  the  most  conclu- 
sive facts  and  circumstances.  But,  let  me  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  though  he  may  not  in- 
tend 'o  prohibit  prompt  payment  from  the  setiler  or 
the  present  owner  of  a  farm,  who  may  wish  to  buy 
adjoining  lands,  under  the  graduation  principle,  if 
he  intends  to  compel  immediate  payments,  or,  ra- 
ther, if  he  does  not  intend  to  give  time?  Does  he 
not  know  that  the  determination  is  to  give  at  least 
twelve  months1  credit  to  both  the  settlers  and  hold- 
ers of  adjoining  lands?  Sir,  I  have  long  been  a 
close  observer  of  their  policy.  The  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Reynolds]  brought  the  subject 
of  the  graduation  policy  before  the  House  at  an 
early  day  of  the  session,  and  he  made  quite  an  ef- 
fective speech  upon  the  subject,  but  not  a  syllable 
did  he  utter  to  commit  him  to  the  policy  of  imme- 
diate sales  and  prompt  payment.  The  pre-emption 
principle  has  been  chiefly  discussed  in  the  Senate, 
and,  although  I  have  been  kept  from  my  place 
here  by  indisposition  for  several  weeks,  I  have  not 
lost  sight  of  the  important  movements  now  making 
on  the  political  chessboard.  I  have  been  so 
attentive  to  them  that  I  am  able  to  affirm  with  con- 
fidence that  no  money  was  intended  to  be  brought 
into  the  Treasury,  within  the  year,  by  the  adoption 
of  either  of  the  measures  alluded  to. 

[Here  Mr.  Reynolds  rose  and  remarked  that,  as 
he  had  been  alluded  to,  he  would  explain  what  he 
had  said  upon  the  subject  of  the  public  land  if  he 
was  permitted.] 

It  is  not  necessary,  said  Mr.  Bell.  I  have  read 
the  gentleman's  speech,  though  I  did  not  hear  it. 
I  understand  him  well.  I  will  do  him  the  justice 
to  say  that  he  is  one  of  the  most  ingenious  gentle- 
men in  this  House.  He  excels  in  the  art  of  getting 
along  with  the  people,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  con- 
vey in  common  phraseology  the  idea  of  superior 
tact  and  address  in  electioneering.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  it  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  many 
an  honest  and  confiding  people  are  most  egregious- 
)y  and  grievously  deceived  and  imposed  upon  by 
such  talents.  Yes,  sir,  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man's speech  well  enough,  and  there  is  nothing  in 
it  to  contradict  the  views  I  have  expressed.  I  have 
also  noticed  the  shape  of  the  pre-emption  bill  in- 
troduced in  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  and  the 


course  of  the  remarks  made  in  its  support.  That 
but  is  a  perfect  model  of  legislative  diplomacy. 
There  is  not  a  word  in  it  that  indicates  the  time  of 
payment  by  the  settlers.  Yet  I  know  that  tt  is  not 
intended  that  a  single  settler  shall  pay  a  dollar 
within  the  year,  unless  he  does  it  voluntarily.  Nor 
do  I  find  fault  with  the  policy  of  the  friends  of  the 
bill  in  this  respect.  In  the  first  place,  good  money 
is  very  scarce  in  the  West,  as  every  where  else. 
If  the  banks  do  not  resume,  the  money  cannot  be 
had,  to  any  great  extent;  and  the  settler  would  lose 
his  pre-emption  right  for  the  want  of  means,  and 
his  improvements  would  fall  into  the  hands  of 
speculators  and  capitalists  from  other  sections  of 
the  country.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  banks  should 
resume  specie  payments  in  the  West,  to  require  the 
settlers  to  pay  for  their  lands  immediately  would 
shut  them  up  again.  So  that  either  way  great 
mischief  would  ensue. 

But  I  undertake  to  say,  if  the  door  were  thrown 
wide  open,  and  it  were  in  the  power  of  the  advo- 
cates of  ihe  graduation  and  pre-emption  policy  to 
carry  out  the  plans  which  they  profess  to  have  so 
much  at  heart,  at  the  present  session,  they  would 
not  do  so.  I  have  known  them  too  long,  and  un- 
derstand them  too  well,  to  believe  they  would  set- 
tle both  these  questions  at  this  time,  if  they  could. 
For  six  continuous  years  have  I  warned  the  sincere 
and  candid  advocates  of  this  change  in  our  land 
system,  that  it  was  not  meant  by  the  great  leaders 
to  settle  these  questions  for  a  series  of  years  to 
come.  I  am  not  sure  that  the  managers  of  this 
subject  out  of  the  House  desire  that  the  pre-emp- 
tion bill  sho old  pass  at  the  present  session.  To 
pass  both,  I  am  sore,  is  not  designed,  for  that  would 
exhaust  their  stock  in  trade;  and  the  people  in  the 
far  West  could  no  longer  be  made  the  dupes  of 
those  who  profess  exclusive  devotion  to  their  inte- 
rests. All  agitation  upon  tbis  subject  would  hence- 
forward cease,  and  those  who  live  and  hope  to  rise 
by  it  would  lo<e  at  once  their  occupation  and  their 
prospects.  There  are  gentlemen  present,  and  from 
the  West,  and  who  belong  to  the  majority  in  this 
House,  who  know  that  I  have  expressed  these 
views  to  them  privately  for  the  last  six  years.  I 
do  not  mean  to  be  understood,  in  uVse  remarks,  as 
being  oppose*  to  the  pre-emption  policy,  or  to  the 
engrafting  of  the  graduation  principle  upon  our 
land  system.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  been  uni- 
formly in  favor  of  the  pre-emption  policy— believ- 
ing it  far  better  that  the  right  should  be  enjoyed  un- 
der legal  sanctions  than  in  violation  of  law. 
And  I  believe  it  will  be  expedient  to  adopt  the 
graduation  principle  also.  But,  opon  such  ques- 
tions, I  think  our  laws  should  be  fixed  and  perma- 
nent Oar  policy  ought  to  be  proclaimed  and  esta- 
blished in  advance  of  the  settlement  of  the  fine  re- 
gions of  the  West,  that  are  brought  into  maiket 
every  year  or  two.  This  whole  question  ought  to 
be  settled,  not  only  for  the  sake  of  the  West,  but 
for  the  honor  of  the  country  and  its  institutions. 

I  beg  pardon  of  the  committee  for  ibis  digres- 
sion. It  is  a  subject  too  nearly  allied  to  the  one 
under  debate  to  pass  without  any  notice;  and  it  was 
too  full  of  immediate  interest,  in  other  aspects  than 
that  which  relates  to  this  question,  to  justify  me  in 
saying  less  upon  it.  My  prime  object  was  to  show 
that  we  have  no  reason  to  expect  any  increase  of 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  the  public  leads 
within  the  year,  by  any  change  in  the  land  system. 
I  have  already  expressed  the  conviction  that  two 
millions  and  a  half  would  be  the  maximum  of  re- 
ceipts from  that  source  within  the  year,  or,  at  all 
events,  that  it  would  be  unsafe  to  rely  upon  a 
greater  amount. 

If  I  have  not  erred  in  assuming  that  sixteen  and 
a  half  millions  of  dollars  from  custom*,  and  two 
and  &  half  millions  from  lands,  were  the  highest 
amounts  which  could  be  safely  and  confidently  re- 
lied upon  from  these  sources  within  the  year,  the 
means  of  the  Treasury  will  be  Jess  than  the  Secre- 
tary estimated  them  by  the  sum  of  three  millions 
and  a  half — that  being  the  difference  between  his 
estimate  of  the  receipts  from  customs  and  lands 
and  the  one  I  have  -stated  and  rely  upon.  This 
will,  of  course,  show  an  incteascd  deficit  in  the 
means  of  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1841;  and  in- 
stead of  four  mtilion  nine  hundred  and  fowteeui 
thousand  six  hundred  and  seventeen  doUam,  no  .be- 
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fore  stated,  there  will  be  wanting  eight  million  four 
hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and 
seventeen  dollars  of  additional  means  to  meet  the 
public  engagements  and  actual  demands  upon  the 
Treasury  during  the  year  1841. 

Bat  this  is  not  the  whole  amount  of  additional 
means  which  most  be  provided,  if  we  intend  to 
make  fall  and  adequate  provision  for  the  support 
of  the  public  faiih  and  credit.  The  large  deficit  I 
have  just  stated  will  arise  without  allowing  a  ba- 
lance of  one  dollar  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  unex- 
pected or  contingent  demands — not  one  cent  to  car- 
ry on  the  operations  of  the  Mint.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  himself  informs  us,  in  his  annual 
report,  that  a  less  balance  in  the  Treasury,  at  all 
times,  than  five  or  >ix  millions  of  dollars  is  neither 
judicious  nor  safe;  and  be  has  earnestly  invoked 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  point  for  the  last 
three  or  four  years.  Gentlemen  may  differ  as  to 
what  would  be  a  proper  excess  of  means  over  the 
estimated  demands  upon  the  Treasury  within  the 
year.  It  seems  to  me  that  what  would  be  a  safe 
rule  with  individuals  of  modeia'e  fortunes  or  in- 
comes, in  the  management  of  their  private  affairs, 
would  hold  good  with  a  Government  of  moderate 
revenues  and  expenditures,  like  our  own.  A  quar- 
ter's income  or  revenue  should  always  be  held  in 
reserve  to  meet  those  emergencies  which  often 
arise  in  the  affairs  both  of  individuals  and  Govern- 
ments. Five  millions,  by  this  rule,  would  not  ex- 
ceed a  proper  allowance  for  the  Government 
This  provision  of  a  suitable  balance  in  the  Treasu- 
ry will  then  make  a  total  deficit  in  the  means  of 
the  Treasury  during  the  year  of  thirteen  million 
four  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and 
seventeen  do  lars.  This  statement  of  the  true  con- 
dition of  the  Treasury  will  be  belter  understood  by 
assuming  the  usual  synoptical  form: 
Deficit  in  the  means  of  the  Treasury  according  to 
the  estimate  of  receipts  from  customs  and  lands, 
submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

#4,916,617 
Add  for  error  in  the  estimate  of  the  re- 
ceipts from  customs  and  lands  in  the 
year  1841,  being  the  difference  be- 
tween twenty-two  millions  and  a 
half,  his  estimate  of  means  derivable 
from  both  sources,  and  sine  teen  mil- 
lions, the  highest  estimate  that  can  be 
safely  relied  upon    .  .  .    3,500,000 

Add  for  suitable  and  expedient  balance 
in  the  Treasury    .    .  .  .    5,000,000 


Total  deficit    .  .  $13,416,617 

But  it  is  proposed  to  authorize  the  issue  of  five 
millions  of  Treasury  notes  by  the  present  bill. 
Suppose  the  bill  passed;  theie  would  still  be  a  defi- 
ciency, after  deducting  that  amount,  of  nearly  eight 
millions  and 'a  half.  When  we  advert  to  the 
large  cairns  upon  the  Government  growing  out  of 
the  P  onda  war  and  the  execution  of  Indian  trea- 
ties, which  we  hear  of  every  day,  and  which  it  is 
now  so  manifest  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Ad- 
ministration ro  defer  the  settlement  pf  to  some  more 
propitious  time,  there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt  that 
the  real  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  during  the  pre- 
sent year,  if  the  credit  and  ja.siice  of  the  Govern- 
ment be  properly  upheld,* will  net  fall  short  of  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars.  I  feel  quite  sure  there  are 
ex*sting  claims  or  demands  upon  ibe  Government 
in  the  quarters  I  have  indicated  more  than  sufficient 
to  balance  any  error  into  which  I  may  have  been 
betrayi  d  by  my  seal  in  my  estimate  of  the  receipt* 
and  expenditures  in  the  present  year. 

Before  I  close  my  remarks  upon  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  I  wi?h  to  advert  for  a  moment  to  the 
not  unusual,  though  extravagant— net  to  say  ridicu- 
lous— assumption  of  the  friends  of  the  Admini- 
stration, that  this  bi'l  is  only  intended  to  anticipate 
the  resources  of  the  Treasury  within  the  year.  The 
idea  is  actually  held  out  by  the  terms  of  the  bill, 
thai  these  five  millions  may  be  redeemed  wiihin 
the  present  year.  And  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Commitie  of  Ways  and  Means  rehearses  the 
ofd  atnry,  **ibat  the  resources  of  the  Treasury  are 
still  ample  enough,  and  it  is  only  intended  to  antici- 
pate i hem  for  a  short  period."  If  this  is  any  thing 
else  but  downright  mockery  or  burlesque,  it  sup- 
poses that  the  the  receipts  from  customs  and  lands 
Within  the  jear,  instead  of  amounting  to  twenty- 


two  millions  and  a  half,  according  to  the  estimate 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  will  amount  to 
twenty-seven  and  a  half  millions.  But,  sir,  old 
habits  are  bard  to  overcome.  For  the  last  three 
years,  the  necessity  of  these  Treasury  note  bills 
was  saddled  upon  the  poor  banks,  crippled  and 
broken  down  as  many  of  them  were  by  the  policy 
of  the  late  and  present  Ad  minis  nations.  The  story 
went,  if  the  banks  would  only  pay  what  they 
owed  the  Government,  there  would  be  no  use  for 
Treasury  notes.  That  fund  having  been  exhausted 
it  has  become  necessary  to  invent  some  other  pre- 
text. Now/it  is  said  that  the  receipts  from  cus- 
toms and  lands  flow  into  the  Treasury  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year  too  slowly  t  j  meet  the  immedi- 
ate demands  npoh  it.  The  artifice  is  too  shallow. 
The  country  js  no  longer  deceived  by  it 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  condition  of  the  Trea- 
sury in  the  present  year  is  gloomy  enough,  what 
are  we  to  think  of  the  year  1842?  With  a  debt  of 
at  least  ten  millions  entailed  upon  the  Treasury  in 
that  year,  growing  out  of  the  deficiencies  of  the 
present,  and  a  revenue  from  customs  reduced  five 
millions  below  the  probable  receipts  of  ibis  year,  or 
yielding  not  more  than  ten  or  eleven  millions,  what 
does  our  duty  require  of  us  at  this  point  of  time? 
After  December,  1841,  says  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  his  Annual  Report,  a  reduction  of 
duties  under  the  existing  tariff  will  take  effect  to  the 
amount  of  about  two  millions  and  a  ha'f  of  dollars. 
On  the  1st  of  July  afterwards,  (1842)  "at  least  two 
millions  and  a  half  more  of  duties  will  be  re- 
moved "  "If  ihe  imports,  then,'1  continues  the  Se- 
cretary, "should  not  differ  much  from  those  of 
1838,  this  would  leave  an  income  from  them  not 
probably  exceeding  ten  or  eleven  millions  of  dol- 
lars yearly."  Eleven  millions  from  customs  and 
three  millions  from  lands,  which  would  be  a  libe- 
ral estimate  of  receipts  from  that  source, will  make 
the  aggregate  revenue  for  the  year  1842  n*t  more 
than  fourteen  million?  of  dollars.  Until  the  Navy, 
now  almost  in  a  state  of  general  dilapidation,  and 
the  other  public  defences,  are  put  upon  a  respecta- 
ble and  J afe 'footing ;  and  especially  while  our  rela- 
tions with  Great  Britain  remain  in  their  present 
unsettled  condition,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  an- 
nual and  current  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment, exclusive  ef  the  public  debt  incurred  by  the 
present  Administration,  cannot  fall  below  twen- 
ty ml  lions  of  dollar?;  though,  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, they  might  be  reduced  to  seventeen 
or  eighteen  millions.  Here,  then,  is  exhibited  a 
certaiu  and  inevitable  deficiency  in  the  future  an- 
nual revenues  of  the  Government  to  the  amount 
of  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars.  The  publie 
dtebt  or  deficiency  already  existing,  and  which  must 
constitute  a  charge  upon  the  receipts  of  next  year, 
we  have  seen,  exceeds  ten  millions— making  to- 
gether at  hast  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  which 
must  be  provided  for  to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the 
revenue  of  1842.  It  will  not  surprise  me,  sir,  if 
the  deficiency  in  the  means  of  the  Treasury  next 
year  shall  be  twenty  millions;  but  I  will  suppose, 
for  the  present,  that  it  will  not  exceed  fifteen  millions. 
This  state  of  things,  it  would  seem,  ought  to  sink 
all  partisan  feelings,  and  unite  both  sides  of  the 
Hone  in  an  effort  to  provide,  in  advance,  for  a 
deficiency  which  cannot  but  be  embarrassing  to  the 
Government  and  to  the  country  generally.  But, 
instead  of  finding  the  majorities  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  engaged  in  making  an  adequate  and 
necessary  pro  vim  on  for  the  support  of  Government 
during  the  next  and  succeeding  years,  what  do  we 
behold?  The  veteran  leaders,  nothing  daunted  by 
past  adventures  and  miscarriages,  and  with  all  the 
animation  and  hope  that  belong  to  youth  and  new 
enterprises,  are  renewing  their  bids  for  the  Ameri- 
can Purple.  They  are  ready  10  dispose  of  the 
public  domain  at  any  price  that  will  assure  to  them 
the  great  reward  they  aspire  to.  Nothing  seems  of 
sufficient  interest  and  importance  to  occupy  their 
attention  but  pre-emption  and  graduation  bills. 
The  agitation,  at  least,  upon  these  subjects,  must 
not  be  permitted  to  si  amber.  The  future  and  cer- 
tain embarrassments  of  the  Treasury  scarcely  re- 
ceive  a  pasting  thought  from  them. 

The  time  has  come,  6ir,  in  my  opinion,  when  we 
should  think  seriously  of  making  some  permanent 
provision  upon  this  subject.    It  is  premature,  in  the   i 
•pinion  of  some,   to  legislate  upon  this  subject, 


That  depends  upon  the  remedy  which  it  is 
expedient  to  adopt.  If  it  shall  be  thought  the  beat 
and  wisest  policy  to  supply  the  anticipated  defi- 
ciency in  the  revenue  by  the  use  of  the  credit  of  the 
Government — in  the  continuation  of  a  public  debt, 
either  in  the  disguire  of  Treasury  notes,  or  more 
openly  by  loan — then  I  admit  the  necessity  of  im- 
mediate legislation  is  not  so  clear.  But  the  idea  of 
public  debt  appears  to  be  totally  repudiated  by  the 
present  majority  in  Congress.  An  admitted  and 
undisguised  public  deWtv#hatever  may  be  thought 
of  one  under  color  of  Treasury  notes,  is  so  abhor- 
rent to  their  feelings,  that  in  no  emergency  which 
can  arise  hi  lime  of  peace  will  they  countenance  it. 
The  Secretary  of  ibe  Treasury,  in  his  annual  re- 
port, condemns,  in  the  most  unqualified  manner,, 
the  use  of  Treasury  notes  as  a  means  of  providinjgft 
for  a  permanent  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  such  as 
he  says  will  take  place  in  1842.  What  other  alter- 
natives are  presented  to  our  choice?  Direct  taxes; 
such  a  retrenchment  of  the  public  expenditures  as 
will  bring  them  down  to  the  reduced  revenues  of 
the  Government;  or  such  a  revision  of  the  existing 
tariff  as  will  supply  the  anticipated  deficiency. 
Direct  taxes  appear  to  have  few  advocates  of  late. 
All  seem  to  consider  that  remedy  wholly  inadmis- 
sible. If  there  be  aoy  who  entertain  different 
views  on  this  point,  they  ought  now  to  bring  them 
forward.  If  a  retrenchment  of  the  public  expendi- 
tures can  be  effected  without  injury  to  the  publie 
service,  to  such  extent  as  to  bring  them  down  to 
the  standard  of  the  annual  revenue  without  the 
imposition  of  new  duties  upon  foreign  goods  of  any 
kind,  that  would  undoubtedly  be  the  most  appro* 
priate  remedy.  But  if  a  revision  of  the  tariff 
shall  be  considered  the  appropriate  remedy,  I 
shall  contend  that  the  earliest  day  we  can  proceed 
to  act  upon  the  subject  will  be  the  fittest,  if  indeed 
it  is  not  absolutely  indispensable  we  should  do  so 
in  order  to  avoid  great  confusion  and  embarrass- 
ment to  the  commercial  as  well  as  the  financial 
interests  of  the  country. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  bis  annual 
repcrt,  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  choice  of 
remedies  will  be  between  "some  large  reduc- 
tion of  expenditures'* — " vigorous  eystem  of  re- 
trenchment,*' and  "some  modifications  of  the  pre- 
sent tariff.11  His  favorite  scheme  is  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  expenditures  to  the  standard  of  the 
revenue  as  it  will  be  in  1842,  without  a  revision 
of  the  tariff  or  new  taxes  of  any  kind.  Is  the 
scheme  of  bringing  down  the  annual  expenditures  at 
once  to  fourteen  millions  of  dollars  practicable? 
If  the  honorable  Secretary  is  sincere  in  the  expres- 
sion of  his  regiments  upon  this  point,  what  assu- 
rance has  he  furnished  the  public  of  his  sincerity 
in  the  course  of  his  administration  of  the  Trea- 
sury While  General  Jackson  was  in  power,  he 
was  one  of  his  most  efficient  advisers  and  advo- 
cates. So  also  has  he  been  of  his  successor.  He 
has  been  six  years  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury* 
Yet  in  the  period  of  their  joint  terms  the  expanse 
of  the  collection  ef  the  customs  alone  has  increased 
from  about  seven  hundred  thousand  to  a  million 
and  a  half  ot  dollars.  The  honorable  Secretary 
maintains  in  his  annual  report  that,  if  the  reduc- 
tions in  the  expenditures  be  "pushed  vigorously," 
"it  would  supersede  the  necessity"  "either  of  a. 
higher  tariff,  direct  taxes,  or  permanent  debts." 
What  branches  of  the  public  expenditure  does  the 
Secretary  proprost  to  retrench,  so  as  to  bring  them 
down  at  once  four  or  five  millions  below  his  esti- 
mates for  the  present  year?  tie  favors  us  with  no 
specifications  on  this  point.  Let  us  see  if  we  earn 
infer  them  from  his  past  labors  in  the  work  of  re- 
trenchment. He  informs  us  that  considerable  re- 
trenchments have  already  been  made  in  the  public 
expenditures,  within  the  last  two  years  especially. 
ThejPreaident,  in  his  last  annual  message,  makes 
the  same  statement,  and  dwells  upon  it  with  much 
complacency;  and  he,  too,  appears  to  be  pleased 
with  the  prospect  of  future  curtailment  in  the  pub- 
lic expenditures.  I  propose  to  examine  the  cha- 
racter and  circumstances  of  these  boasted  retrench- 
ments. The  President  assumes  to  himself  great 
merit  upon  the  subject  of  economy,  and  claims  to 
have  commenced  a  system  of  retrenchment  from 
the  time  he  came  into  office  in  1$37.  He  states 
.that  "the  severe  revulsion  in  the  commerce  and- 
business  of  the  country,  pointing  with  unerring 
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oertainty  to  a  great  and  protracted  reduction  in  the 
revenue,  strengthened  the  propriety  of  the  earliest 
practicable  redaction  of  the  public  expenditure*." 
••The  attention  of  every  department  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  immediately  directed  to  that  end, 
and  has  been  so  continued  to  the  present  moment." 
Let  us  tent  the  correctness  of  this  statement  of  the  Pre- 
dent  by  the  prominent  features  of  bis  administration 
in  the  years  1837  and  1838,  connected  with  the 
public  expenditures  and  finances.  Between  four 
and  five  thousand  troops  were  called  or  admitted 
and  continued  in  the  service  in  Florida  more  than 
the  Commanding  General  recommended  as  useful 
or  necessary;  and,  consequently,  upwards  of  two 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  were  expended  in 
that  war  in  the  course  of  that  year,  in  addition  to 
the  four  millions  which  bad  been  appropriated  by' 
Congress  before  tbe  new  Administration  com- 
menced—thus making  the  whole  expenditure  for 
that  service  in  the  year  1837  amount  to  seven  and 
a  half  millions  of  dollars.  In  December,  1837, 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  included  in  bis  an- 
nual estimates  for  the  service  of  tbe  year  1838 
appropriations  to  the  amount  of  six  hundred  and 
sixty 'four  thousand  dollars  for  the  construction  of 
roads,  and  one  million  and  sixty-five  thousand 
dollars  for  the  improvement  of  harbors,  rivers,  Ac. 
and  Congress  actually  voted  to  both  these  classes 
of  objects  upwards  of  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars. 

For  the  services  of  the  Florida  war,  in  1838, 
there  were  appropiiated  and  expended  upwards  of 
six  millions  of  dollar?.  In  December,  1838,  we  find 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  once  more  present ing 
his  annual  estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  1839,  including  tbe  sum  of  five  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  thousand  dollars  for  roads,  and  one 
million  seven  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  six 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars  for  harbors,  rivers,  6Yc. 
I  refer  to  the  estimates  of  the  Treasury  in  this 
branch  of  the  public  expenditures  to  thow  that  the 
President  and  his  Secretary  did  not  then  consider 
roads,  harbors,  and  rivers  proper  objects  of  retrench- 
ment under  the  orders  which  he  states  be  gave  to 
the  Departments  in  1837,  to  carry  out  in  good  faith 
the  policy  of  "the  earliest  practicable  reduction  of 
the  public  expenditure."  Id  his  annual  message 
of  1837,  he  stated  that  "it  seemed  proper  in  the 
condition  of  the  country,  to  have  the  estimates  on 
all  subjects  made  as  low  as  practicable,  without 
prejudice  to  any  great  public  measure."  "The 
Departments  were  therefore  directed  to  prepare  the 
estimates  accordingly,"  and  he  was  "happy  to  find 
that  i hey  had  been  able  to  graduate  them  on  so 
economical  a  scale."  It  is  curious  to  trace  the 
progress  of  this  new-born  passion  for  economy  in 
its  operation  on  the  measures  and  recommendations 
of  the  President.  We  have  seen  that  the  estimates 
and  appropriations  for  roads,  rivers,  and  harbors 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1838  (tbe  first  year  over 
the  expenditures  of  which,  as  the  President  states 
in  another  part  of  his  message,  he  bad  any  control) 
amounted  to  upwards  of  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars.  In  the  same  year  tynore  than  six  millions 
were  appropriated  and  extended  in  the  Florida 
war.  It  was  also  in  the  same  year  that,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  recommendation  of  the  President,  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  regular  army  was  increased 
from  about  eight  to  between  twelve  and  thirteen  thou- 
sand men;  thus  imposing  upon  the  country  a  new 
sold  permanent  charge  of  nearly  a  million  of  dollars. 
In  the  same  year,  and  upon  the  express  recommen- 
dation of  the  President,  the  staff  of  the  army  and 
the  ordnance  corps  were  also  reorganized  and  en- 
larged, and  forty-seven  new  officers  added  to  the 
military  and  topographical  corps  of  engineers,  in 
order,  chiefly,  to  secure  a  more  effective  superin- 
tendence of  works  of  internal  improvement.  So 
mucfe  for  the  reductions  effected  by  Mr.  Van  Buren 
and  his  economical  Secretary  in  the  first  two  years 
of  the  present  Administration. 

The  President  may  with  some  more  propriety 
advert  to  the  reductions  which  have  taken  place 
within  the  last  two  years;  but  let  us  see  what  credit 
be  may  properly  take  to  himself  on  that  score.  At 
the  first  session  of  Congress  which  followed  the  en- 
largement of  the  military  and  topographical  corps, 
a  majority  of  Congress  rejected  the  entire  estimates 
for  works  of  that  nature.    And  in  the  next  annual 


message  of  the  President,  we  find  a  corresponding 
change  in  his  tone  and  language  with  regird  to  re- 
trenchment and  economy.  In  his  message  of  De- 
cember of  1839,  be  informs  Congress  that  he  had 
"directed  the  estimates  for  1840  to  be  subjected  to 
the  severest  scrutiny,  and  to  be  limited  to  the  abso- 
lute requirements  of  tbe  public  service."  I  will 
not  stop  here  to  inquire  how  much  below  the  pre- 
scribed standard  of  1840  the  public  expenditures 
can  be  properly  reduced  in  order  to  square  with  the 
revenue  in  1849.  I  will  simply  ask  how  it  was 
that  in  the  fall  of  1839  the  necessity  for  reduced  es- 
timates and  expenditures  was  so  much  more  impe- 
rative than  it  was  in  1837.  We  were  borrowing 
money  and  issuing  Treasury  notes  in  1837,  and 
again  in  1838,  a^  the  rate  of  ten  millions  per  an- 
num. The  expenses,  also,  of  the  Florida  war, 
were  then  kept  at  their  maxim  am.  It  is  apparent, 
therefore,  whatever  the  President  may  declare  to 
the  contrary,  that  there  was  no  serious  effort  to  re- 
duce the  public  expenditures  within  the  two  first 
years  of  his  Administration. 

Let  us  inquire  into  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
redactions  which  hive  taken  place  in  1839  and . 
1840.  The  President  in  his  la*t  annuat  message 
boasts  that  the  expenditures  of  1839  were  reduced 
six  millions  below  those  of  1838.  That  was  a 
most  wonderful  performance,  indeed.  How  was  it 
brought  about?  In  1838,  as  we  have  seen,  there 
were  upwards  of  six  millions  expended  upon  the 
Florida  war,  and  upon  roads,  rivers,  and  harbors, 
a  million  and  a  half.  In  the  year  1839,  there  were 
expended  in  the  Florida  war  one  million  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  only,  and  upon  roads,  rivers, 
and  harbors,  nothing  at  all;  so  that  the  difference 
between  these  two  items  of  expenditure  in  the  two 
years  (1838  and  1839)  comes  within  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  the  whole  saving  in  1839,  eo 
much  vaunted  of  by  the  President  and  his  support- 
ers. The  operation  was  effected  simply  by  red  ucing 
the  number  of  troops  in  Florida  in  1839,  without 
any  favorable  change  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
war,  and  the  voting  down  by  Congress  of  all  the 
appropriations  included  in  the  annual  estimates  for 
internal  improvements.  This  may  be  stated  as  the 
sum  total  of  the  President's  merits  on  this  score.f 

But  the  President  claims  to  have  reduced  the 
expenditures  of  1840  two  or  three  millions  below 
those  of  1839.  Let  us  see  bow  this  may  be  ac- 
counted for.  There  were  appropriated  for  tbe  ser- 
vice of  the  Florida  war  in  1839  one  million  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  already  state**,  but 
for  the  same  service  in  1840  only  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  This  would  make  a  difference 
in  the  expenses  of  the  two  years  of  a  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars.  It  now  appears  that  half  a  million 
of  dollars  were  expended  in  the  Florida  war  in 
1840,  which  was  not  provided  for  in  the  appropria- 
tions of  that  year,  and  which,  of  course,  will  in- 
crease the  amount  of  expenditures  for  that  year  by 
that  sum.  The  appropriations  for  fortifications  and 
the  ordnance  service  in  the  year  1839  were  one 
million  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  thousand  dollars, 
which  were  nearly  all  expended  in  that  year,  while 
out  of  more  than  one  million  seven  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  appropriated  to  the  same  objects  in 
1840,  not  quite  half  a  million  was  expended  in  that 
year.  There  was,  therefore,  a  difference  in  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  two  years  upon  these  three  ob- 
jects alone,  viz:  the  Florida  war,  fortifications,  and 
ordnance  service,  of  upwards  of  two  millions  of 
dollars. 

But,  says  the  President  in  hfs  last  message,  the 
expenditures  in  1840  will  appear  to  be  nine  or  ten 
millions  less  than  those  of  1837.  Let  us  see  bow 
this  was  effected,  and  what  credit  the  President  can 
justly  claim  on  that  account.  The  expenditures 
for  the  Florida  war  in  1837,  as  has  already  been 
stated,  amounted  to  seven  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars.  Upon  roads,  rivers,  harbors,  Ac.  and  upon 
new  light-house?,  the  public  documents  will  show 
an  expenditure  in  that  year  of  three  million  two 
hundred  and  ninety-six  thousand  dollars,  making 
together  the  sum  often  million  seven  hundred  ani 
ninety-six  thousand  dollars.  The  expenditures  up- 
on similar  objects  in  1840  did  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  this  was 
confined  to  the  Florida  war  alone.  Thus  is  (he 
extraordinary  difference  between  tbe  expenditure 


of  1837  and  of  1840  fully  accounted  for,  simply  by 
the  curtailment  of  the  expenses  of  the  Florida  war, 
and  the  refusal  of  Congress  to  make  any  appropri- 
ations for  internal  improvements  of  any  kind.  The 
only  retrenchment  worth  notice,  therefore,  in  what 
has  been  considered,  for  tbe  last  twelve  years,  the 
ordinary  and  current  expenditures  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment, has  been  the  withholding  of  all  appropria- 
tions for  the  Cumberland  road,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  great  navigable  rivers,  the  harbors  up- 
on the  Atlantic  and  Lake  frontier,  and  the  building 
of  new  light  houses  for  the  convenience  and  safety 
of  commerce.  The  next  most  considerable  re- 
trenchments have  been  effected  in  the  expenditures 
upon  the  navy,  the  fortifications  and  other  esta- 
blishments connected  with  the  public  defences — tbe 
most  deserving,  the  most  suffering,  and  the  most 
important  of  all  objects  of  public  expenditure.  All 
other  retrenchments,  especially  such  as  looked  to 
the  reduction  of  cffice3  and  agencies,  or  the  emolu- 
ments conaected  with  them,  have  not  exceeded  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  nor  do  I  know  that  so  much  has 
been  retrenched  in  that  branch  of -tbe  public  expen- 
diture. 

It  would  be  easy  to  demonstrate  from  the  Execu- 
tive documents  that  the  system  of  retrenchment, 
meagre  as  it  was,  entered  upon  two  years  ago,  in 
respect  to  the  Navy,  the  Ordnance  department,  and 
the  defences  of  the  frontiers,  Atlantic,  Lake,  and 
interior  Western,  has  been  carried  into  execution 
in  opposition  to  the  earnest  remonstrances  of  every 
scientific  and  patriotic  servant  of  tbe  public,  both 
military  and  naval;  that  after  the  engineers  super- 
intending tbe  works  in  progress  for  the  public  de- 
fence had  cut  down  their  estimates  to  the  lowest 
point  consistent  with  the  necessary  progress  cf  tbe 
works  to  prevent  dilapidation,  the  Heads  of  De- 
partments actually  reduced  them  still  lower,  in 
order  to  comply  with  tbeir  arbitrary  standard  of 
expediency  and  economy.  In  December,  1839, 
when  the  chief  of  the  engineer  corps  demanded 
one  million,  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thou- 
sand dollars  for  fortifications,  to  be  expended  ia 
1640,  as  the  least  that  the  public  service  would 
adroit,  consistently  with  the  idea  of  sensible  pro- 
gress upon  the  works  deemed  most  essential  to  tbe 
safety  of  our  opulent  cities  and  other  exposed  points 
on  the  frontier,  and,  of  course,  concerning  deeply 
the  honor  as  well  as  safety  .of  the  country,  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  first  reduced  them  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  .and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  finally  reported  no  more  than  two  hundred 
and  ninety -eight  thousand  dollars!  Such  has  been 
tbe  contracted  and  impolitic  character  of  the  re- 
trenchment with  which  these  recent  converts  to  re- 
form have  commented  their  work.  Tee  navy  and 
the  other  public  defences  appear  to  be  the  only  de- 
stined victims  of  their  system.  And  this,  too,  at  a 
period  when  we  not  only  have  frequent  alarms  of 
war  with  the  most  powerful  nation  in  the  world, 
but  when  we  know  that  the  pending  subjects  of 
controversy  with  that  power  are  involved  ia  so 
much  difficulty  that  it  may  not  be  in  our  power  to 
avoid  a  war  by  the  practice  of  the  greatest  cau- 
tion. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  these  two  nations  are  too  en- 
lightened to  suffer  themselves  to  be  plunged  into  a 
war,  on  account  of  interests  really  so  inconsidera- 
ble as  those  in  dispute.  But  when  we  reflect  thit 
wars  oftener  arise  out  of  mere  points  of  honor  and 
of  suppo  wd  or  actual  insults  to  national  pride  than 
from  any  greater  causes,  we  have  no  guaranty  for 
tbe  continuance  of  pacific  relations  between  the 
two  cjuntrles.  In  view,  apparently,  of  a  possible 
rupture  with  England,  the  annual  message  of  tae 
President  in  December,  1839,  contained  an  earnest 
invocation  to  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  system 
of  defence  recommended  by  our  military  and  naval 
officers.    That  message  contains  this  passage: 

"The  present  condition  of  the  defences  of  our  principal  tea- 
ports  and  nary  yards,  as  represented  by  the  accompany  hut  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War,  calls  for  the  early  and  serms 
attention  of  Congress." 

Yet,  strange  to  tell,  in  the  same  message,  die 
President  direct*  that  the  estimates  for  ths  year 
1840  should  be  subjected  to  the  severest  scrutiny, 
and  that  they  should  be  limited  to  the  absolute  re- 
quirements of  the  public  service;  and  when  we  also 
bear  in  mind  tbat  it  was  in  the  appropriations  foe 
the  same  year  (1840}  (upon  the  estimates  made  oat 
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in  December,  1839)  that  the  extraordinary  reduc- 
tion from  about  twelve  hand  red  thousand  dollars, 
demanded  for  fortification*,  to  a  Utile  less  than 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  took  place,  it  must 
be  admitted  by  alt  that  there  has  been  neither  sin- 
cerity in  the  professions,  nor  *ystem  or  consistency 
in  the  recommendations  and  measures  of  the  Ad* 
ministration  on  this  subject. 

As  to  the  policy  of  lopping  off  about  two  mil- 
lion* of  the  usual  expenditures  upon  the  Camber- 
land  road,  rivers,  harbors,  Ac.  there  is  a  diversity 
of  opinion  and  interest.  The  sections  immediately 
interested,  of  course,  feel  the  strongest  objections. 
I  do  not  mean  to  enter  on  a  discussion  of  the  ex- 
pediency or  justice  of  this  retrenchment.  I  have 
long  thought  that  these  improvements,  if  carried 
on  at  all,  should  be  subject  to  some  fixed  and 
known  rules — some  system  which  should  give  a 
proper  assurance  that  the  objects  were  such  as  re- 
quired by  their  uiiiity  and  national  character  the 
aid  of  the  General  Government.  But  how  do 
these  views  and  the  recent  course  of  the  Adminis- 
tration stand  with  their  former  practice?  In  the 
year  1838,  as  has  been  already  stated,  the  military 
and  topographical  corps  of  engineers  were  largely 
increased  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, with  express  reference  to  the  continuation  of 
these  works,  the  utter  abandonment  and  cotfdem* 
nation  of  which  is  assumed  as  a  high  and  patriotic 
virtue  in  1839  and  1840. 

It  is  pretended  that  the  President  and  the  party 
to  which  he  belongs  since  1839  have  been  guided 
in  their  public  course  by  the  Republican  maxims 
of  a  strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  and  a 
rigid  economy  in  the  public  expenditures;  and  they 
are  now  proclaimed  as  virtuous  and  consistent  re- 
formers, for  having  dispensed  with  all  approp,  ia- 
tions  for  the  Cumberland  road,  river?,  harbors,  &c. 
If  any  one  is  disposed  to  test  their  consistency  and 
principles  by  their  course  in  relation  to  the  Cum- 
berland road,  let  him  remember  that,  since  Mr. 
Van  Buren  cams  into  office  he  has  signed  and  ap- 
proved of  appropriations  to  that  road  to  the 
amount  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty-seven  thou- 
sand dollars;  and  that  General  Jackson,  before 
aim,  approved  of  a  similar  disposition  of  ihe 
public  moneys,  amounting  to  three  million  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  making  an  aggregate  of  up- 
wards of  four  millions  expended  upon  this  road 
since  General  Jackson  came  into  power.  If  the 
improvement  of  harbors,  rivers,  Ac.  is  preferred  as 
a  test,  then  be  it  remembered  that  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
in  his  brief  term  of  power,  has  appioved  bills 
granting  three  millions  six  hundred  and  eighty -five 
thousand  dollars  to  these  objects,  and  that  General 
Jackson,  in  the  course  of  his  administration,  sanc- 
tioned the  appropriation  of  six  million  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  to  like  objects,  making  an 
aggregate  of  upwards  of  ten  ^millions  of  dollars 
expended  upon  such  works  during  the  administra- 
tions of  General  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  Buren.  It 
would  be  useless  to  comment  at  length  upon  these 
facts.  The  Cumberland  road,  after  an  expendi- 
ture, altogether,  since  its  commencement,  of  six  or 
seven  millions  of  dollars,  (being  nearly  finished 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  one  great  State, 
and  remaining  half  finished  in  two  others,)  op- 
pears  destined  to  stand  a  magnificent  monument  of 
national  caprice  and  folly.  The  numerous  works 
for  the  improvement  of  harbors  upon  the  lakes,  in 
various  stages  of  progress,  whieh  have  cost  the 
country  so  much  treasure,  with  the  fall  approba- 
tion of  the  leaders  of  the  party  now  in  power,  re- 
main exposed  to  utter  loss  and  destruction  from  the 
winds  and  the  waves.  It  would  seem  to  me  that 
gentlemen  whose  consciences  had  been  pliant 
enough  to  apply  so  many  millions  to  these  objects 
already,  might,  without  any  greatly  increased  re- 
sponsibility, have  stretched  them  a  hule  farther, 
»nd  completed  what  they  had  begun  at  so  much 
cost  to  the  country.  But  it  seems  they  have  dis- 
covered that  it  is  better  that  the  millions  which 
bave  already  been  expended  should  become  a  total 
Ipsa  than  that  their  principles  of  economy  and  con- 
stitutional construction  should  any  longer  suffer 
violation.  What  a  pity  this,  when  we  reflect  that 
more  money  was  utterly  wasted  in  a  single  cam* 
paigu  ia  Florida  than  would  be  required  to  finish 
tlae  Cumberland  road,  and  in  the  whole  war  quite 


enough  to  finish  all  the  works  projected  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  lake  navigation. 

I  have  pursued  this  subject  of  retrenchment, 
which  has  made  so  great  a  fig  a  re  in  the  Executive 
messages  and  reports  for  the  last  two  years,  into 
some  details,  that  I  might  discover,  if  possible,  what 
branches  of  the  public  expenditure  might  be  still 
further  retrenched  in  the  prosecution  of  the  "vigor- 
ous" system  of  reduction  recommended  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  in  order  to  limit  the  an- 
nual expenditures  to  the  sunt  of  thirteen  <  r  fourteen 
millions  of  dollars  in  1842  and  succeeding  years. 
Reductions  in  the  navy,  in  fortifications,  and  the 
ordnance  service,  can  go  no  further,  unless  these 
branches  of  the  public  defence  arc  intended  to 
share  the  fate  of  the  lake  harbors  and  other  works 
of  a  similar  nature.  Seeing  the  course  of  the  Ad- 
ministration with  regard  to  appropriations  for  the 
public  defences,  it  may  surprise  gentlemen  who 
bave  not  turned  their  attention  to  this  subject,  to  be 
informed  that  an  elaborate  and  able  report  was 
made  to  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  of  Congress 
by  a  board  of  able,  skilful,  and  experienced  officers 
attached  te  the  military  service,  in  which  they  state 
that  a  further  expenditure  of  at  least  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  will  be  required  to  complete  what 
may  be  called  a  reasonable,  a  good  system  of  de- 
fence upon  our  Atlantic,  Northern,  and  inland 
frontiers,  including  ordnan.ee  and  the  necessary  ar- 
mament of  fortifications.  *  Not  a  perfect  system — 
far  from  it;  but  such  a  one  as  may  save  oar  Is/ge 
towns  and  border  settlements  from  plunder  and  de- 
vastation, and  the  national  honor  from  deep  dis- 
grace upon  a  sudden  outbreak  of  war.  The  Board 
of  Naval  Officers  at  the  same  time  report  that  it 
would  require  an  expenditure  of  upwards  of  fifty- 
five  millions  to  place  the  navy  proper,  the  navy 
yards,  depots,  Ac.  Ac.  including  large  supplies  of 
timber,  &?.  in  a  condition  to  commence  a  war.  If 
this  estimate  should  exceed  the  resources  of  th» 
country,  still,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  increasing 
armaments  of  other  and  rival  powers,  and  the  still 
extending  circle  of  their  acquisition**  in  every  part 
of  the  world;  and  especially  when  we  contemplate 
the  magnitude  of  American  interests,  the  extent 
and  value  of  our  foreign  commerce,  which  depend 
for  their  protection,  their  very  existence,  upon  our 
naval  establishment,  we  cannot  doubt  that  that  the 
country  will  sanction  a  liberal  measure  of  appro- 
priations to  this  favorite  bracch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. Into  what  other  department  of  the  public 
expenditure,  then,  does  the  Secretary  expect  to  posh 
his  system  of  reduction!  I  need  not  say,  sir,  that 
I  regard  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  upon  this  point  a?  an  unworthy  pre- 
tension to  economy,  which,  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  country,  and  in  view  of  bis  own  past  con- 
duct, must  be  considered  by  all  as  hollow,  and 
merely  intended  to  catch  the  applause  of  the  igno- 
rant. 

The  only  alternative,  then,  which  remains  for 
supplying  the  prospective  deficiency  in  the  revenue 
is  a  revision  of  the  existing  tariff,  Certain  aux- 
iliary means  or  remedies  of  some  importance,  it  is 
true,  are  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  I  allude  to  the  correction  of  the  undue 
and  disproportioned  allowances  of  drawbacks  open 
certain  articles,  the  reduction  of  fishing  bounties 
but,  above  all,  the  prevention  of  the  gross  evasions 
and  frauds  alleged  to  be  practised  under  the  present 
tariff.  If  these  corrections  thou  Id  take  place,  it  is 
assumed  that  a  considerable  increase  of  revenue 
might  be  expected  under  the  existing  tariff  of  du- 
ties. Why,  then,  have  not  these  remedies  been 
urged  with  appropriate  zeal  by  those  gentlemen 
who  are  so  averse  to  the  imposition  of  any  new 
duties,  to  any  new  tax~s,  even  upon  silks  and 
wine*?  Why  have  the*?  patriotic  defenders  of 
Southern  interests  Mood  8' •  long  silent  and  indiffe- 
rent spectator*?  Why  have  not  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  moved  in  this  business?  These 
evils  are  now  of  lorg  standing.  Where  are  the 
bills  reported  from  that  committee  for  their  correc- 
tion? or,  if  reported,  when  have  they  been  pressed 
upon  the  consideration  of  this  House?  It  is  a  sub- 
ject peculiarly  and  appropriately  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
We  have  bad  repeated  and  continued  applications 
for  new  loans  or  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  to  sup- 


ply deficiencies  in  the  means  of  the  Treasury;  but 
when,  I  repeat,  have  we  seen  any  movement 
which  looked  to  a  permanent  sup  pi,?  Have  we 
not  seen,  sir,  this  subject  of  evasions  and  frauds  in 
the  collection  of  the  revenue— this  continued  viola- 
tion of  existing  laws— quietly  surrendered,  session 
after  session,  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
of  which  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Adams]  is  chairman,  as  if  there  was 
no  interest  in  the  country  concerned  in  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws,  or  the  faithful  collection  of 
the  revenue,  but  that  of  the  manufacture!?  The 
times,  indeed,  are  sadly  out  of  joint  when  such 
things  may  be,  and  jet  attract  no  serious  notice— 
excite  no  surprise.  How  long,  sir,  will  this  state 
of  things  be  patiently  tolerated  by  any  portion  of 
the  people  of  this  countrj? 

It  is  quite  of  a  piece  with  the  same  system  of 
omission  and  disregard  for  every  thipg  which  looks 
to  the  doe  enforcement  of  existing  revenue  laws, 
that  now,  when  a  national  debt  is  rejected  and  de- 
nounced as  a  policy  alike  injurious  and  dangerous 
— when  direct  taxes  are  either  wholly  disapproved  or 
known  to  be  condemned  by  public  sentiment — 
when  a  large  and  permanent  deficiency  in  the  reve- 
nue of  the  next  and  succeeding  years  is  not  only 
foreseen  but  acknowledged  by  the  Secretary  him- 
self—-when,  in  the  present  state  of  the  establish- 
ments designed  for  the  public  defence,  it  is  clear 
that  an  immediate  reduction  of  the  annual  expen- 
diture* to  the  standard  of  the  future  revenue  (to 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars)  is  impracticable — and  • 
when  a  revision  of  the  tariff. is  the  only  remaining 
alternative  for  supplying  the  deficit — we  should  be 
stunned  by  a  sudden  outcry  against  the  imposition 
of  new  dutks  upon  any  articles  whatever.  We 
are  told,  if  we  proceed  in  that  direction  we  shall 
find  a  "lion  in  our  path" — that  a  hgh  protective 
tariff  will  inevitably  be  the  result— .that  there 
can  be  no  medium,  no  middle  ground,  be- 
tween a  modification  of  the  existing  tariff 
and  a  renewal  of  the  odious  polcy  of  1828 in 
all  its  rigor — that  the  whole  South  ought  to  take  in- 
stant alarm  and  meet  this  question  on  the  threshold. 
I  do  not  mean  to  argue  this  question  in  detail,  sir. 
I  only  desire  to  place  the  unreasonableness — the 
absurdity  of  the  course  of  our  opponents  upon  this 
subject,  tn  such  a  light  as  to  make  them  obvious  to 
the  most  careless  observer.  I  need  not  say,  sir, 
that,  in  any  revision  of  the  tariff  contemplated  by 
me,  I  look  to  the  increase  only  upon  some,  and  the 
imposition  of  new  duties  upon  such  other  articles  as 
may  be  ta*xed  consistently  with  the  compromise  act 
of  1833,  and,  in  doing  so,  to  lay  the  charge  chiefly 
upon  buch  articles  as  are  commonly  regarded  as 
luxuries. 

There  is  one  observation,  Mr.  Chairman,  not 
directly  connected  with  the  subject  under  discus- 
sion, and  partaking  rather  more  of  a  parly  nature 
than  any  thing  I  have  before  said,  that  appears  to 
me  so  appropriate  while  upon  this  point,  that  I 
cannot  forbear  to  make  it  before  I  sit  down.  In 
the  leading  public  journals,  in  the  fpeecbes  and  ad- 
dresses of  notorious  partisans,  both  in  and  out  of 
this  House,  we  have  heard  and  read  repeated 
charges  against  the  party  which  so  signally  tri- 
umphed at  the  lAte  election,  sgain&t  the  Whigs  as 
an  aggrega  e  body,  that  they  owe  their  success  to 
the  perpetration  of  the  most  stupendous  frauds,  and 
the  intervention  of  foreign  influence — to  the  poten- 
cy of  a  foreign  money  power,  to  British  grid;  that 
the  leadirg  and  prominent  members,  indeed,  of  the 
Whig  party  are  but  the  tools  and  instruments  of 
foreign  interests— traitors  to  the  honor  and  welfare  ' 
of  their  own  country,  and  the  s'aves  of  foreign  cor- 
ruption. American  institutions,  their  efficiency, 
their  value,  their  stability,  are  in  consequence  de- 
preciaed,  decried,  and  scandalized  all  over  Europe, 
whi'e  many  of  the  &ame  journals,  the  same  artful 
and  prominent  leaders  throughout  the  Southern 
and  Southwestern  sections  of  the  Union  are,  at  the 
self  same  time,  often  in  the  self  same  harangues, 
with  equal  vehemence,  with  equal  assurance  and 
confidence  of  success  in  rousing  the  prejudices  and 
blinding  the  judgments,  denouncing  the  Whig 
par* ty  as  got  np  and  cemented  mainly  by  Northern 
interests;  that  their  grand  purpose  all  along  has 
been  to  reconstruct  the  famous  American  system 
upon  its  old  foundations;  and  that,  besides  a  splen- 
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did  and  costly  system  of  internal  improvements, 
the  Southern  and  planting  interests  are  once  more 
to  groan  under  renewed  restrictions  and  burdens 
upon  foreign  commerce,  and  the  intolerable  weight 
of  high  protective  dutk  a,  laid  to  enrich  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  North  and  East.  The  meaning  of 
all  this,  sir,  when  properly  interpreted,  is,  that  we 
are  no  longer  to  consume  the  products  of  British 
capital  and  British  industry;  that  we  are  about  to 
set  bounds  to  the  system  of  foreign  credit,  which 
subjects  both  our  domestic  trade  and  currency  to 
such  ruinous  vicissitudes  and  revulsions;  in  short, 
that  instead  of  upholding  the  policy  which  only 
enriches  the  foreign  capitalist,  increases  the  wealth 
and  financial  resources  of  rival  nations  abroad, 
we  design  to  adopt  a  system  of  home  produc- 
tion and  policy  which  will  tend  materially  to 
reduce  and  cripple  the  energies  of  Great  Britain  and 
other  foreign  nations  with  whom  we  have  any  con- 
siderable commercial  connections.  If  these  ad- 
verse and  contradictory  charges  be  true,  the  Whigs 
will  certainly  be  the  most  arrant  and  ungrateful 
knaves  recorded  in  history:  for  while  they  are  in- 
debted to  foreign  gold  and  foreign  influences  for 
their  present  triumph,  it  would  seem  that  they  had 
determined  to  use  the  first  momenta  of  their  power 
to  make  unrelenting  war  upon  the  interests  of  their 
foreign  patrons  and  friend*.  We  are  in  the  habit 
of  regarding  ourselves,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  most 
enlightened  people  in  the  world;  and,  taking  the 
people  as  a  whole,  I  believe  we  are  so.  But  that 
'  such  downright  absurdities  and  nonsense  should 
pass  current  lor  rational  and*  probable  truths,  and 
that  any  of  our  leading  statesmen  should  conde- 
scend to  practise  such  impostures,  shows  that  we 
are  yet  far  in  the  rear  ot  that  degree  of  enlighten- 
ment which  the  due  efficiency  and  preservation  of 
our  free  system  require. 

I  shall  conclude,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  repeating 
the  sentiment  with  which  I  set  out.  If  those  who 
are  in  the  majority  in  Congress  desire  to  avoid  the 
inconvenience  and  exposure  of  a  called  session  of 
Congress,  they  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  it. 
Th/?y  mast,  in  the  first  place,  make  adequate  pro- 
vision for  the  deficiency  in  the  revenues  and  means 
of  the  Treasury  the  present  year.  To  do  this  they 
must  authorize  the  issue  of  ten  millions  c  f  Tre  as-u- 
ry  notes  at  least;  when  they  have  done  this,  if  it  is 
decided  that  tbe  increased  deficiency  of  the  next 
year  ought  to  be  provided  for  by  a  revision  of  the 
tariff,  they  shoaJd  set  to  woik  to  effect  that  object 
at  the  present  section.  It  will  be  too  laje  at  the 
commencement  if  the  next  regular  re?sion  to  pro- 
vide by  tariff  regulations  for  any  deficiency  in  the 
revenue  for  1843.  No  bill  for  that  purpose  would 
probably  pa<s  until  four  or  five  months  of  the  ses- 
sion bad  elapsed.  All  such  regulations,  further- 
more, most  be  prospective.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
country  will  be  flooded  with  the  importation  of 
free  goods  in  anticipation  of  the  charges  about  to 
he  laid  upon  them.  The  whole  trade  and  business 
of  the  country  will  be  in  danger  of  being  thrown 
into  confusion  and  disorder;  and  as  to  any  deficit 
in  the  means  of  the  Treasury  in  that  year,  the  only 
remedy  which  will  theabe  in  our  power  will  be  a 
loan,  more  Treasury  notes  or  a  national  debt.  All 
these  inconveniences  will  result  if  we  fail  to  act 
early  in  the  present  year,  and  all  the  responsibility 
for  them  will  rest  upon  those  who  have  the  power 
to  anticipate  and  avoid  them,  but  fail  or  refuse  to 
exercise  it. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  THOMPSON, 

OP  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
In  the  Howe  of  Jlrprtaentatives,  January  21, 1841 — 
On  the  bill  to  authorize  the  is*ue  of  Treasury 
notes. 

The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  upon  the  bill  making 
provision  for  the  issue  of  five  millions  of  Treasury 
notes- 
Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON,  of  South  Caroii- 
na,  addressed  ihe  committee  as  follows: 

It  is  not  my  purpose  again  to  discuss  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  Congress  to  issue  Treasury  notes, 
intended  to  circulate  as  a  currency.  It  is  not  ne- 
cessary for  any  practical  purpose  that  I  shou'd  do 
to;  and,  if  it  was,  I  should  regtJrd  it  as  a  work  al- 


together superfluous  until  the  arguments  heretofore 
made  on  that  point  have  been  answered,  which,  as 
yet,  has  not  been  done.  I  have  no  wish  to  disturb 
the  self-complacency  of  the  Secretary,  nor  to  con- 
trovert the  assertion  in  his  report  of  the  "financial 
ability"  with  which  he  says,  with  equal  truth  and 
delicacy,  \«the  affairs  of  the  country  have  been 
managed  by  him."  Considering  his  present  pecu- 
liar condition,  he  is  entitled  to  some  indulgence,  as 
he  has  been  tiied,  and  all  that  remains  to  him  is  "to 
show  cause  why  the  sentence  of  the  law  should  not 
be  pronounced;"  and  in  all  such  cases  much  lati- 
tude is  allowed.  The  honorable  Secretary  congra- 
tulates the  country  that, ' 'notwithstanding  some  de- 
pressions in  particular  branches  of  business,  or  in 
particular  places,  the  general  prosperity  has  been 
such  as  to  create  a  large  surplus  of  products,  and 
to  enable  us  to  send  abroad  immense  and  increased 
values  of  them,  however  great  the  complaints  have 
been  as  to  low  prices.11 

I  certainly  do  not  envy  the  man  who,  having 
charge  of  tbe  most  responsible  office  in  the  Go- 
vernment— one  which  wields  a  power  over  the  cur- 
rency and  business  of  the  country  little  short  of  ab- 
solute autocracy — aod  who,  by  a  series  of  experi- 
ments, recklessly  and  ignorantly  made,  has  re- 
duced the  public  Treasury  to  bankruptcy— carried 
insolvency  and  misery  into  the  abodes  of  affluence 
and  happiness — waged  an  unceasing  and  Vandal 
war  upon  commerce  and  credit — repeating  his 
blows  before  the  flesh  had  ceaj-ed  to  quiver  from 
those  already  inflicted,  having  at  last  reduced  oar 
importations  almost  one-third  by  destroying,  not 
the  wants  of  our  people  for  foreign  commodities, 
but  their  ability  to  purchase  them,  and  reduced  the 
value  of  every  one  of  the  products  of  our  indus- 
try— now  coolly  congratulates  the  country  that  be 
has  not  also  destroyed  the  physical  ability  to  labor 
and  produce — that  the  limbs  and  sinews  of  our 
people  are  left  uncrushed — that  they  still  labor  in- 
dustriously—although, it  is  true,  they  get  very  little 
for  the  productions  of  that  labor. 

We  have  been  told  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  that  this  measure  is  only  tempo- 
rary, and  that  the-c  notes  will  be  redeemed  within 
the  year.  If  that  honorable  gentleman  will  turn  to 
his  speech  at  the  last  session,  on  a  similar  proposi- 
tion, he  will  find  that  he  tuld  us  the  very  same 
thing  and  "in  ipsissimis  verbis."  I  than,  as  now, 
said  that  it  was  not  true,  and  that  no  one  intelli- 
gent of  the  condition  of  the  country  could  think  so. 
And  what  has  been  the  result?  But  the  honorable 
member  says,  who  could  have  anticipated  such  a 
falling  off  in  the  customs? — who  could  have  anti- 
cipated  such  a  curtailment  of  importation?  I  an- 
swer, every  man  in  the  United  States  of  any  intel- 
ligence, except  the  Secretary.  This,  as  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  is  no  ex  post  facto  prophecy.  In  a 
speech  made  early  in  the  last  session  I  med  this 
language: 

•The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  will  be  less,  very  much  leas, 
-than  the  Secretary  estimates,  and  the  expenditure*  much  greater 
than  those  estimates.  The  revenue  from  customs  for  the  first 
quarter,  which  was  estimated  at  $3,600,000,  will  hot  be  one  mil- 
lion, and  the  prospect  for  the  future  is  not  more  cheering. 
Goods  will  not  be  Imported,  for  many  reasons.  There  are  more 
goods  now  in  the  country  jhan  are  needed  in  a  healthy  condition 
of  commerce  and  currency,  very  many  more  than  can  be  sold  at 
all,  as  things  are.  To  whom  is  the  importing  merchant  to  sell 
these  goods?  To  the  country  merchant  To  whom  is  he  in 
turn  to  sell  them?  To  the  people.  If  he  does,  he  will  not  re- 
ceive payment  They  want  the  goods,  but  they  have  no  money 
to  buy  them.  No,  sir,  instead  of  duties  on  imports,  we  are  des- 
tined to  drawbacks  on  exports.  The  goods  cannot  be  sold,  and 
the  only  alternative  is  to  re-export  them,  or  let  them  rot  on  toe 
shelves." 

The  two  identical  things  have  occurred  which 
weie  predicted — a  diminution  of  imports,  and  in- 
crease of  drawbacks.  Tbe  account  in  the  report  of 
the  Secretary,  after  the  events,  wish  a  chacge  of  a 
very  few  words  is  the  same  as  my  Confi  lent  pre- 
diction before;  and  yet  be  regards  it  as  a  great  won- 
der, and  the  chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means 
most  innocently  exclaims,  who  could  have  anticipa- 
ted this?  I  answer,  any  one,  not  wilfully  blind. 
We  wanted  foreign  good?,  it  is  true,  but  we  wanted 
also  the  ability  to  bay  them.  Tbe  great  law  of  de- 
mand aod  sappiy  governs  this,  as  all  the  other  ope- 
rations of  commerce.  But  what  is  demand?  It  is 
not  simply  the  wants  of  a  community,  but  it  is  com- 
pounded of  those  wants,  and  an  ability  to  buy. 
The  Camanche  Indian*,  no  doubt,  need  fi  ty  mil- 
lions of  merchandise,  but  they  have  not  the  means 


of  buying.    Would  any  one,  men,  say  that  there 
was  a  demand  there  for  these  fifty  millions?    Cer- 
tainly not.    The  severe  and  protracted  pressure 
which  we  have  been  suffering,  has  cut  down  the 
consumption  of  every  class  of  society  to  the  lowest 
possible  point.    Never  has  there  been  a  greater  re- 
volution in  the  personal  circumstances  and  habits 
of  a  people — a  change  almost  instantaneous  from 
repletion  to  inanition — from  profuse  indulgence  to 
a  parsimonious  economy.     Men  have  been  re- 
strained to  the  pressing  wants  of  absolute  necessity. 
What  wonder,  then,  that  importations  have  been 
diminished  as  the  market  has  been  reduced,  and 
that  the  public  lands  have  remained  unsold  to  a 
people  who  have  had  no  money  to  purchase  them. 
But  It  was  not  at  the  last  session  alone  that  we 
were  told  that  tV.e»e  loans  were  only  temporary.    It 
has  been  the  uniform  language  which  has  been  bed 
to  us.    I  well  remember  that  more  than  two  years 
ago  my  colleague  [Mr.  Rhktt]  read  me  a  severe 
lecture,  because  I  preferred  a  loan — an  honest, 
bona  fide,  constitutional  loan— to  this  fraudulent, 
deceptive,  and  uaconsiitutional  measure.    He  was 
amazed  that  I,  a  Southern  man,  should  be  in  favor 
of  a  public"  debt.    1  could  not  then,  as  I  cannot 
now,  see  any  difference  in  that  particular  between 
a  debt  contracted  by  the  issuing  of  certificates  of 
s'ock,  bearing  five  per  cent,  interest,  and  the  issue 
of  Treasury  notes  to  the  same  amount,  bearing  five 
per  cent,  interest.    I  could  not  see  that  it  was  tbe 
less  a  debt  when  tbe  obligation  was  precisely  the 
same,  because  these  obligations  were  written  on 
different  kinds  of  paper,  and  with  different  engrav- 
ings and  devices,  nor  because,  in  the  case  of  stock, 
we  should  have  one  hundred  creditors,  instead  of, 
by  this  measure,  1ivt  thousand.    But  I  did  see 
another,  and,  to  me,  not  an  unimportant  difference; 
the  one  was  a  measure  clearly  constitutional,  the 
other  palpably  and  dangerously  unconstitutional. 
And  what  was  the  reply — the  single  and  only  re- 
ply?   Whv,  it  was  this:  that  the  loan  would  be  a 
permanent  debt,  and  that  these  notes  would  be  re- 
deemed probably  in  three,  certainly  in  six  months. 
How  has  the  result  falsified  this  calculation?    And 
yet  the  very  same  pen,  one  and  all,  with  a  modest 
self-complacency — I  had  almost  said  with  cool  assu- 
rance—come and  make  to  us,  with  an  air  of  oracular 
confidence,  the  very  same  predictions  which  there- 
suit  has  already  thrice  falsified.    I  am  opposed  to 
these  temporary  and  unconstitutional  expedients  to 
raise  money — this  spendthrift  course  of  not  looking 
one  month  ahead  to  anticipate  the  exigency,  but 
providing  for  it  under  present  and  extreme  pres- 
sure, and  then  only  providing  for  it,  not  by  pay- 
ing, but  by  changing  the  form  of  the  debt;  this  Jere- 
my Diddler  policy  of  living  from  hand  to   mouth, 
and  depending  forever  on  tbe  last  resource  of  all 
reckless  spendthrifts,  of  borrowing  or  giving  a  note; 
and,  I  repeat,  that  the  financial  ability  of.  the  pre- 
sent Secretary  seems  to  be  summed  up  in  the  rare 
art  of  giving  a  note.    No,  sir,  let  us  come  op  to 
the  work.    Let  us  meet  the  emergency  with  the 
firmness  and  intelligence  of  statesmen, and  provide 
permanent  means  lor  meeting  a  permanent  deficit 
in  the  revenues,  and  abandon  this  course  of  tem- 
porary expedients  as  dishonoring  in  the  end  to  the 
credit  and  character  of  a  Government  as  it  is  to 
those  of  an  individual.    That  there  w.ll  be  a  defi- 
ciency of  means  to  meet  the  demands  on  the  Trea- 
sury, I  cannot  suppose  that  any  one  doubt*.    It  has 
already  been  demonstrated  by  three  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  and  if  I  again  advert,  however  briefly, 
to  that  branch  of  the  subjret,  it  is  not  wirh  the  idle 
and  unnecessary  purpose  of  showing  <he  inaccura- 
cies of  the  Secretary,  his  want  of  intelligence,  <  r  his 
want  of  candor.    That  would   be  to  pile  Peliou 
upon  Ossa— one  more  added  to  the  multitude  of  his 
mistakes  would  not  even  be  noticed;  if  any  one  of 
hi*  estimates  has  been  verified  by  results  for  the 
la>t  three  years,  I  am  ignorant  of  it.    Certain  it  is 
that  mistake  is  the  general  rule — accuracy  the  ex- 
ception.   I  do  not  in  the  least   doubt   that  Mr. 
Woodbury  will  leave  tbe  Treasury  twenty  millions 
in  debt.    I  am  certain  fifteen  millions,.    Will  tbe 
accruing  revenue  support   the  Government,  how* 
ever  economical,  and   pay  this  debt?    It  will  not. 
I  do  not  believe  that  those  revenues  will  even  meet 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Government,  even  if 
things  stand  as  they  are,  without  an/  of  those  «v 
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traordinary  demands  to  which  a  wise  forecast 
should  look.  It  was  said  by  the  member  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bnu.,]  that  it  seemed  that  these 
estimates  were  manufactured  with  a  view  to  square 
the  receipts  with  the  disbursements.  It  is  strictly 
true;  the  estimates  of  receipts  are  habitually  ex* 
aggerated,  nod  the  expenditures  as  habitually  re- 
duced. 1  have  heard— I  do  not  vouch  for  it,  but  I 
believe  it— that,  previous  to  the  last  session,  the  Se- 
cretary, having  made  op  his  estimates  of  the  re- 
ceipts, called  upon  the  beads  of  the  different  de- 
partment for  their  estimates  of  expenditures, 
urging  that  those  estimates  should  bo  reduced  to  the 
lowest  possible  point.  It  was  done.  For  these 
wise  and  candid  rulers  of  ours  exhaust  all  their 
economy  in  their  estimates,  and  practise  all  their 
extravagance  in  the  actual  appropriations.  Well, 
sir,  the  estimates  were  presented  to  him,  and  they 
were  found  to  exceed  the  estimated  receipts  by 
some  three  millions.  What  was  to  be  done?  Pro- 
vide additional  resources.  Oh,  no;  but  to  put 
down  in  the  report,  haphazard,  three  millions  in 
addition  to  the  estimate  of  receipts  already  made. 
1  will  show,  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  him- 
self, that  items  of  appropriation  which  he  knew 
were  now  existing  and  must  be  met,  are  not  in* 
elnded  in  his  estimates;  and  he  tells  us  himself  that 
the  heads  of  the  other  departments  estimate  the  ex- 
penditures of  their  respective  departments  higher 
than  he  doe?.  Who  is  most  apt  to  be  correct— 
they  who  are  presumed  to  be  conversant  with  ibe 
arcoinstances  and  calls  upon  their  particular  de- 
partments or  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  He 
assumes  to  know  more  of  the  situation  of  the  War 
and  Navy  Departments  than  the  heads  of  those  de- 
partments themserves  do. 

The  estimated  amount  of  Treasury  notes  to  be 
redeemed  doring  the  next  year  only  includes  those 
already  issued,  and  the  small  balance  authorized 
to  be  issued  uuder  the  existing  law,  and  yet  this  is 
urged  upon  us  as  an  accurate  estimate  in  the  dis- 
of  a  proposition,  which  no  one  doubts  will 
to  authorize  the  emission  of  five  millions 
Here,  then,  is  at  once  an  additional  item  of 
tire  millions.  We  are  informed  by  the  Secretary 
that  the  amount  of  unexpended  appropriations 
wnich  will  be  called  for  in  the  next  year  is  three 
million  seven  hundred  and  forty-nine  thousand  dol- 
lars. Here  is  a  subsisting  charge  upon  the  Trea- 
sury to  an  immense  amount.  There  is  no  evading 
it.  It  is  not  even  looked  to  io  the  estimates.  It 
most  be  met,  and  yet  no  provision  is  asked  for  it. 
Is  it  surprising  that,  with  this  habitual  want  of 
forecast  to  see  future  calls  upon  the  Treasury,  and, 
when  seen,  a  want  of  candor  to  say  so,  our  Trea- 
sury is  always  straitened,  and  that,  with  all  the 
slang  about  saving  the  plighted  faith  of  the  coun- 
try from  violation,  we  are,  again  and  again,  urged 
with  an  indecent  haste  to  adopt  a  measure  perni- 
ejoos  in  its  consequences,  and  in  violation  of  the 
Constitution?  unco  for  all,  let  me  answer  this  cry 
about  plighted  faith.  I,  sir,  have  plighted  my  faith 
by  the  most  solemn  sanction  known  to  man,  to 
preserve  the  Constitution — that  faith  I  will  main- 
tain, whatever  other  may  be  violated — and  let  the 
responsibility  that  may  result,  be  it  what  it  may, 
rest  with  those  whose  incompetency  has  created 
the  emergency,  not  with  me,  because  I  will  not 
violate  the  Constitution  to  meet  it.  If  you  add  to 
these  items  of  near  nine  millions,  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  due  the  State  of  Maine — a  large 
and  admitted  deficiency  in  the  Post  Office,  much 
larger,  no  doubt,  than  is  admitted — the  abstraction 
of  the  two  per  cent,  fund  of  about  $800,000  by  the 
Siases  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  you  have  a 
eleax  excess  over  the  estimates  of  more  than  ten 
millions.  If  to  these  be  added  the  large  balances 
tae  to  public  creditors  of  all  sort?,  especially  on 
aeeonnt  of  the  Florida  war,  and  the  funds  neces- 
sary for  the  prosecution  of  that  war,  unless  this 
Government  is  to  be  forever  regardless  of  all  the 
obligations  of  duty,  and  deaf  to  the  calls  of  hu- 
manity, and  the  appropriations  for  certain  works 
of  defence  on  the  most  economical  scale  of  absc- 
hrte  and  present  necessity,  and  there  will  be  added 
at  least  five  millions  more  of  appropriations — not 
probable,  but  certain  and  inevitable— making  fif- 
teen millions  more  than  the  report  estimates.  I  do 
net  hesitate  to  say  that  I  would  not  agree  to  pay 


those  demands  lor  twenty  millions,  and  my  life 
upon  it  the  Secretary  would  not.  Another  item  of 
at  leatt  #5,000,000  (I  believe  more)  should  be 
added  to  this  amount — that  for  the  payment  of  pri- 
vate claims.  There  is  an  immense  accumulation 
of  these  claims— they  have  been  postponed  until 
the  current  of  legislation  is  literally  dammed  up  by 
them — very  many  of  them  arecf  admitted  justice, 
and  it  is  peculiarly  proper  that  they  should  be 
speedily  decided,  and  no  longer  postponed,  as  the 
principle  has  been  adopted  that  no  interest  is  to  be 
allowed  upon  claims,  however  long  justice  may  be 
withheld. 

With  all  these  facts  staring  him  full  in  the  face, 
the  Secretary  estimates  the  appropriations  for  the 
next  year  at  119,000,000  apaimt  his  own  admis- 
sion for  the  la*t  year  of  $22  489,000,  and  which  I 
have  no  doubt  amount,  in  truth,  to  at  least  $26,- 
000,000.  And  inclusive  of  redemption  of  Trea- 
sury notes,  at  f 92, 500,000  against  his  own  admis- 
sion for  the  last  year  of  $26,643  000,  and  which, 
in  truth,  is  not  short  of  $30,000,000.  His  estimate 
of  receipts  from  customs,  notwithstanding  another 
reduction  of  the  tariff,  is  about  seven  millions  more 
than  the  receipts  of  the  last  year.  How  can  this 
„  be?  It  is  only  possible  in  one  way,  and  that  even 
the  Secretary  won  Id  have  blushed  to  announce. 
He  no  doubt  knows  that  there  will  be  greater 
economy  than  has  heretofore  been  practised,  and 
hence  the  disbursements  will  be  reduced  in  amount, 
and  the  war  having  ceased  which  has  been  waged 
against  credit,  commerce,  property,  civilization 
itself,  the  powerful  though  prostrate,  but  yet  un- 
crushed  energies  of  this  great  people  will  once  more 
be  exerted,  and  we  shall  see  the  country  rising  up 
like  the  strong  man  from  his  sleep.  But  the  foroe 
of  these  causes,  powerful  as  they  are,  the  sanguine 
temper  of  the  Secretary  has  over  esima ted.  It 
will  lake  more  than  one  month,  or  one  year,  to  re- 
deem the  country  from  the  effects  of  ten  years  of 
misrule. 

But,  admitting  that  we  were  encumbered  with 
no  debt  at  all,  will  the  future  revenues  support  the 
most  economical  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment? I  am  very  sure  they  will  not.  The  tariff 
wi  1  be  reduced  finally  in  January  and  June,  1842, 
and  it  is  demonstrable  that  the  revenues  will  then 
be  insufficient.  The  Secretary  estimates  the  ac- 
cruing revenues  from  customs  after  that  petiod  at 
between  ten  and  eleven  millions*  It  will  not,  and 
cannot,  be  more,  with  nearly  one-half  of  the  arti- 
cles of  importation  paying  no  duty.  If  to  this  you 
add  three  and  a  half  millions  from  the  public  lands, 
you  will  have  fourteen  millions.  .  Does  any  one 
man  really  believe  that  the  Government  can  be 
carried  on  with  that  sum?  No  one  does,  although 
I  have  no  doubt  many  a  demagogue,  here  and  else-" 
where,  will  say  so.  For  myself,  I  calculate  on 
little,  very  little,  revenue  for  the  future  from  the 
public  lands.  I  will  not  consent  to  see  that  source 
of  revenue  withdrawn,  and  the  whole  thrown  upon 
imposts,  much  less  will  I  vote  for  any  tax  with  a 
view  of  supplying  a  deficiency  to  be  created  by  mr- 
rendering  those  lands.  But  he  is  blind,  indeed, 
who  does  not  see  that  our  vast  public  domain  has 
become  a  mere  fund  with  which  aspiring  politicians 
play  their  games.  It  has  already  become  a  regu- 
lar contest  which  shall  outbid  the  other.  In  the 
declining  days  of  Rome,  the  candidate  for  the  Em- 
pire succeeded  who  would  promise  the  largest  dis- 
tribution of  corn  from  the  public  granaries — so  it 
is  now.  We  have  not  the  corn  to  bribe  with,  but, 
what  is  the  same  thing,  we  have  the  land  upon 
which  to  raise  the  corn.  We  have  got  the  most 
that  we  shall  get  from  that  source,  rely  upon  it. 

I  do  not  in  the  least  doubt  that  the  future  reve- 
nues of  the  Government  will  be  insufficient  for  the 
most  economical  administiation.  That  this  defi- 
ciency is  not  temporary,  but  permanent,  and,  there- 
fore, that  it  should  be  met  by  providing  some  per- 
manent source  ef  supply;  and  it  is  upon  the  postu- 
late that  there  will  be  such  a  deficiency  that  I  pro- 
ceed to  the  inquiry — Whence  is  the  additional  re- 
venue to  be  derived?  Only  three  plans  have  or 
can  be  suggested:  direct  taxes,  imposition  of  in- 
creased duties  on  protected  articles  beyond  20  per 
cent,  and  in  violation  of  the  compromise,  or  the 
imposition  of  adequate,  but  moderate,  duties  on 
certain  articles  of  luxury  now  dutyfree. 


I  hardly  know  wh-ther  I  ought  to  regard  the 
plan  of  direct  tax«s  as  having  been  proposed.  One 
of  my  colleagues  has  suggested  it;  but,  as  far  as  I 
know,  it  is  unendorsed  by  any  one  member  on  this 
floor,  or  by  any  individual  any  where,  except  by 
two  or  three  if  his  own  constituents.  In  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  things,  it  is  about  as  practicable, 
and  not  a  whit  more  so  than  would  be  a  proposi- 
tion to  raise  revenue  by  alchymy;  and  when  either 
of  these  plans  shall  be  seriously  brought  forward, 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  discuss  them.  The 
choice,  then,  is  between  taxing  luxuries,  where  the 
tax  is  paid  equally  by  all  sections  of  the  country,  if 
paid  by  the  wealthy  and  is  paid  voluntarily,  and 
increasing  the  taxes  on  protected  at  tides  which  are 
paid  exclusively  by  one  section— that  which  does 
not  manufacture— which  are  paid  by  the  poorer 
classes,  and  where  the  tax  is  not  voluntary,  but 
cannot  be  avoided.  Between  these  I  cannot  hesi- 
tate. But,  sir,  I  do  not  conceive  that  I  have  a 
right  to  choose;  I  am  bound  by  that  which  I  regard 
as  of  little  less  authority  than  the  Constitution— 
the  compromise  of  1833.  I  cannot  violate  tbst 
compromise  consistently  with  my  own  ideas  of 
what  is  right,  and  I  would  not  if  I  could.  The 
case  of  deficiency  of  revenue  was  anticipated  in 
the  compromise  act,  and  provided  for.  Shall  we, 
honestly  and  in  good  faith,  comply  with  the  com* 
pact  then  entered  into? 

I  propose  to  show,  1st.  That  the  compromise  act 
of  March,  1833,  prescribes  what  is  to  be  dt  ne  in 
the  event  of  a  deficient  exchequer.  2d.  That  this 
compromise  is  binding  upon  us.  31  That  the 
exemption  from  duties  of  the  free  articles  was  one. 
of  the  leading  objections  to  that  act  on  the  part  of 
the  anti- tariff  party,  without  one  single  exception; 
and  that  it  was  a  concession  to  the  manufacturing 
interest.  4'h.  That  if  it  were  entiiely  an  open 
question  now,  it  is  the  best,  the  fairest,  the  only 
practicable  mode  of  raising  revenue — that  it  is  the 
most  advantageous  to  the  whole  country,  and  es- 
pecially to  that  section  from  which  I  come.  The 
sixth  clause  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1833,  common- . 
ly  called  the  compromise  act,  is  as  follow?: 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  act 
of  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-twe,  orof  any  other  act  aais  inconsistent  with  this  act, 
Bhalfbe,  and  the  game  is  hereby,  repealed:  Provided^  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the 
passage,  prior  or  subsequent  to  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  of  any  act  or  acti. 
from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  necewary  to  detect,  prevent,  or 
punish  evasions  of  the  duties  on  imports  imposed  by  law,  nor 
to  prevent  the  passage  of  any  act,  prior  to  the  thirtieth  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  in  the  contin- 
gency either  ol  excess  or  deficiency  of  revenue,  altering  the 
rates  ol  duties  on  articles  which,  by  the  aforesaid  act  of  four- 
teenth day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two, 
are  subject  to  a  leas  rate  of  duty  than  twenty  per  cent  ad  va- 
lorem, in  such  manner  as  not  to  exceed  that  rate,  and  bo  as  to 
adjust  the  revenue  to  either  of  the  amid  contingencies." 

Can  language  be  more  explicit?  Will  any  gen- 
tleman suggest  words  that  would  more  distinctly 
express  the  idea  that  if  more  revenue  is  wantr d,  it 
shall  be  raised  by  duties  on  the  articles  beartga 
less  duty  than  twenty  per  cent.?  The  case,  then, 
has  occurred,  Shall  we  comply  with  our  engage- 
ment, and  the  more  especially,  when  we  are  asked 
to  do  that  which  is  not  only  right  in  itself,  but  is 
the  carrying  ont  of  the  very  principle  for  which  we 
of  the  anti-tariff  par iy,  in  all  time,  and  without  one 
solitary  exception,  have  so  strenuously  C3ntendedt 
The  tariff  party  have  submitted  without  mnrmor 
to  the  annual  reduction;  they  do  not  ask  even  to 
be  relieved  from  the  great  nltimate  reduction  in 
1342;  and  shall  we  now  violate  our  obligation  to 
observe  that  compromise,  and  at  tne  same  time  go 
counter  to  all  that  we  have  ever  contended  for? 
No,  sir,  no;  "it  is  so  nominaed  in  the  bond;'*  and 
if  I  was  opposed  to  the  principle,  I  would  still 
submit  to  it.  Much  more  readily  will  I  do  so, 
when  those  he  re' of  ore  opposed  to  us  are  willing  to 
adopt  our  own  principle — that  of  taxing  luxuries, 
sustained  as  it  is  by  every  writer  on  political  eco- 
nomy, great  and  small. 

I  do  not  pretend  that  there  is  any  ensti  rational 
or  legal  disability  to  diMurb  the  compromise.  But 
there  are  considerations  not  less  forcible  with  me 
than  ei'ber.  I  feel  that,  as  a  South  Carolinian,  I 
am  bound  by  it,  whatever  may  be  the  cas?  with 
others.  I  regard  it  very  much  in  the  light  of  a 
treaty,  and  a  treaty  made  almost  on  the  field  of  bat- 
tle.   What  will  be  the  just  imputation  upon  us  if 
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we  now  violate  ill  Why,  sir,  it  will  be  that,  under 
the  pressure  of  circumstances  and  the  influence  of 
feelings  not  the  most  honorable  to  us,  we  submitted 
to  terms  disadvantageous  and  unjust,  which  we 
now  seek  the  first  opportunity  to  violate.  The 
whole  tenor  of  that  act  shows  that  it  was  intended 
as  a  termination  of  that  too-exciting  and  dange- 
rous controversy—not  at  a  mere  truce — as  a  final 
extinguishment  of  its  fires— not  as  a  temporary 
smothering  of  them,  that  they  might  hereafter 
break  out  with  a  more  consuming  fury.  I  can, 
with  truth,  say  that  ( have  seen  no  single  indivi- 
dual in  South  Carolina  who  did  not  regard  it  as  a 
permanent  adjuNtment  of  the  whole  matter,  and  for 
that  reason,  mainly — regarding  it  as  a  security 
against  all  future  agitation — were  the  people  of  the 
State  reconciled  to  many  of  its  provisions,  and, 
amongst  others,  to  that  one  in  particular  which  ex- 
empted luxuries  from  taxation.  It  is  a  great  error 
to  regard  that  act  as  terminating  in  1842.  It  would 
be  more  proper  to  say  that  it  begins  then.  The  an- 
nual reductions  previous  to  that  period  are  only  a 
preparation,  gradual  and  proper,  for  the  ultimate 
and  permanent  settling  of  the  question. 

Dr.  Cooper,  not  the  least  ardent  and  violent  on 
this  subject,  at  the  close  of  his  collection  of  all  the 
leading  documents  if  the  nullification  controversy, 
uses  the  following  language: 

"Mr.  Clat  introduced  into  Congress  the  act  known  as  Mr. 
Cf.AT'a  compromising  law.  I  hope  and  trust  it  will  prove  in 
fact  what  ic  was  intended  to  be,  a  full  and  final  settlement  of  the 
tariff  con  test." 

Mr.  Calhoun  used,  in  the  Senate,  while  this  act 
was  under  discussion,  the  following  language: 

"Among  the  objections  to  the  bill,  he  thought  the  reduction 
of  the  duties,  in  the  first  part  of  the  series,  too  slow,  and  the 
last  too  rapid,  and  that  the  time  for  the  final  reduction  was  too 
remote, 

"He  also  objected  to  the  home  valuation,  buths  thought  these 
objections  outweighed  by  the  consideration  that  tbo  bill  pro* 
▼ided,  as  to  the  final  result,  that  the  revenues  should  come  down 
to  the  just  and  economical  wants  of  the  Government.  With 
the  contemplation  of  this  r<»ult,  as  to  its  final  operation,  he 
believed  it  would  be  accepted  of  by  the  South,  and  that  peace 
and  harmony,  as  far  as  this  subject  was  concerned,  would  be 
restored  to  the  country." 

What  is  meant  Dy  the  "final  result"  and  the  final 
operation,  if  this  law  is  to  cease  in  1842?  Then  it 
is  that  the  tariff  is  to  come  down  to  the  revenue 
standard  by  the  final  reduction;  and,  as  I  can  only 
understand  it,  this  final  reduction  reconciled  the 
very  distinguished  speaker  to  the  slow  process  of 
reduction  and  to  other  principles  of  the  act.  What 
is  mean i  by  restoring  harmony?  A  paltry  truce,  in 
which  both  parlies  would  be  arranging  their  armor 
for  a>. other  and  fiercer  conflict. 

Again,  he  says,  in  the  same  speech:  "If  this 
measure  is  acquiesced  in,  it  will  be  the  termination 
of  that  long  controversy  which  began  in  the  con- 
vention, and  has  been  continued  under  various  for- 
tunes to  the  present  day."  What  is  the  plain  and 
obvious  meaning  of  this  language?  Was  it  that  he 
regarded  this,  as  he  says,  as  "a  termination*'  of 
this  protracted  and  dangerous  controversy,  and 
therefore  a  fit  subject  for  the  congratulations  of 
every  patriot;  or  as  merely  an  act  of  ordinary  le- 
gislation, imposing  no  sort  of  obligation  upon  either 
of  the  parties,  which  might,  with  perfect  propriety, 
be  repealed  before  any  of  i:s  provisions  were  exe- 
cuted, as  giving  no  security  for  repose  from  this 
exciting  controversy,  and  therefore  not  only  unim- 
portant in  itself,  but  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  the 
position  which  South  Carolina  had  assumed,  and  a 
paltry  suspension  of  a  struggle,  at  the  head  of  which 
he  had  so  lone  stood?  Did  South  Carolina  engage 
in  this  struggle,  with  all  its  odium  and  its  danger*, 
for  such  a  boon  as  that?  No,  sir,  no.  Wiib  a 
full  perception  of  the  dangers  and  difficulties  with 
which  she  was  surrounded,  she  believed  that  the 
questions  involved  were  of  vital,  primary,  and 
permanent  importance,  and  never  would  have  been 
satisfied  with  any  thing  less  than  what  she  regarded 
as  a  permanent  security  for  her  rights  and  the  prin- 
ciples involved. 

-  Mr.  Calhoun,  again,  in  1837,  uses  the  following 
language;  and  be  it  remembered  that  it  was  u^ed  in 
a  proposition  to  reduce  the  duties  on  salt— an  arti- 
cle of  primary  importance  as  a  necessary,  and  the 
article,  perrnps  more  than  any  other,  objectionable 
to  the  anti-tariff  party,  of  which  be  was  confessedly 
the  head — an  article  to  the  duty  on  which  he  was 
then  still  opposed,  but,  agreeable  to  him  as  a  reduc- 
tion of  that  duty  would  have  been,  he  was  restrained 


from  voting  for  it  by  a  regard  to  the  sacredness  of 
the  compromise : 

"The  annunciation  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance that  this  bill  was  framed  and  introduced  on  the  assump- 
tion that  the  act  of  1833  was  no  longer  to  be  respected,  gave  to  it 
an  Importance  which  demanded  the  most  serious  consideration. 
That  act  closed  the  tariff  controversy  between  the  North  and 
the  South;  and  the  question  now  presented  is.  shall  it  again  be 
opened?    Shall  we  reopen  a  controversy  which,  during  the  long 

Eeriod  from  1821  to  1833,  agitated  the  country,  governed  il« 
iglslation.  controlled  the  Presidential  election,  and  finally  shook 
its  institutions  to  the  centre!  Shall  we  of  the  South,  in  particu- 
lar, assent  to  open  this  formidable  controversy—we  who  are  on 
this  subject  In  a  permanent  minority?  Shall  we  agree  to  sur- 
render our  share  of  interest  in  the  act  of  1833—  an  act  which  has 
already  repealed  from  twenty  to  twenty  five  millions  of  dollars 
annually,  and  which,  if  left  undisturbed,  will  in  a  few  years 
take  off  ten  more,  and  reduce  the  duties  to  the  constitutional 
and  legitimate  wants  of  the  Government!  Will  we  agree  to 
surrender  all  ihe*e  advantages,  which  were  extorted  from  the 
adverse  interest  at  the  hazard  of  civil  conflict,  and  take  our 
chance  in  the  renewed  conflicts  that  must  follow  if  the  contro- 
versy be  again  opened!  This  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  asks  you  to  do;  and  what  is  the  compensation  he 
holds  out  to  you  lor  such  great  sacrifice*! 

"But,  whichever  may  be  preferable^  ii  certain  that  the  prac- 
tical difference,  as  far  as  the  South  is  concerned,  is  too  small  to 
warrant  the  sacrifice  of  the  great  interest  which  she  has  in 
maintains  inviolable  the  law  of  1833,  particularly  when  we  con- 
sider, as  small  as  is  the  difference,  we  have  no  assurance  of  even 
receiving  this  Inconsiderable  boon." 

"Then  followed  the  proclamation  and  the  force  bill,  as  the 
ultimate  measure  of  prolonging  the  existence  of  the  odious  and 
unconstitutional  act  of  1828,  which  the  party  of  which  the  Se- 
nator is  a  member  had  attempted  to  fix  on  the  country  by  a 
scheme  of  permanent  distribution;  and.  when  the  issue  was 
made,  they  were  ready  to  sustain  it  at  the  hazard  of  civil  war. 
But,  thanks  to  a  kind  Providence  .which  had  watched  so  con- 
stantly over  our  destinies,  this  counsel  did  not  prevail.  The 
spirit  of  coociliatton  and  compromise  overruled  that  of  violence 
and  force.  '1  he  memorable  bill  of  1833  was  introduced  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay,]  and  became  a  law  of  the 
land  in  spite  of  the  protective  and  force  bill  party.  It  closed 
the  con  Act  between  the  North  and  the  South,  which,  if  not  re- 
vived by  the  acts  of  those  who  passed  the  tariff  of  1828,  will, 
I  trust  and  believe,  remain  closed  forever.  Such  is  the  train  of 
events  which  led  to  the  act  of  1833,  and  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  psssed;  and  we  are  now  called  upon  to  decide 
whether  we  shall  adhere  to  its  provisions  or  not.  The  Sena- 
tor from  New  York  invites  us  to  surrender  our  interest  in  it, 
and  to  open  anew  the  tariff  controversy;  and,  with  a  view  to  test 
our  determination,  has  inserted  la  this  bill  the  repeal  of  the 
duty  on  salt.  He  signifies  his  dissent.  1  am  glad  ef  it.  It 
proves  that  he  dreads  a  direct  issue  on  the  subject,  which  is  not 
surprising  nfttrr  the  statement  made;  but  I  must  tell  him  that  it 
is  immaterial  w  nether  it  was  so  intended  or  not.  Salt  is  one  of 
the  items  comprehended  in  the  act,  and  if  we  touch  one  item 
we  may  touch  all.  To  vote  for  the  repeal  of  a  single  item,  un- 
less with  common  consent,  as  effectually  surrenders  the  com- 
promise as  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  all.     «• 

11  The  Senator  from  New  York  must  excuse  me.  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  speak  plainly  wheie  the  intereit  of  my  constituents  and 
the  whole  country  is  so  deeply  concerned.  1  must  tell  him  I 
lack  confidence  in  him.  I  see  in  this  bill  a  design,  under  the 
show  of  reduction,  to  revive  the  tariff  controversy,  by  which  he 
and  his  friends  have  so  much  profited  at  the  expense  of  the 
country.  It  is  an  artful  and  bold  stroke  of  policy,  calculated 
to  distract  and  divide  the  Opposition,  and  place  almost  on- 
limited  control  over  the  capital  and  labor  of  the  country  in  the 
hands  of  those  in  power.  It  affords  the  means  of  appealing  to 
the  hopes  and  fears  or  every  section  and  interest,  while  the 
distraction  and  division  that  must  follow  would  prevent  the 
possibility  of  united  efforts  to  arrest  the  abuses  ami  encroach- 
ments of  power.  Experience  has  taught  us  to  understand  the 
game,  and  be  on  our  guard  sgninst  those  who  are  playing  it. 
We  cannot  close  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  party  which  is 
now  so  intent  to  disturb  the  compromise  Is  the  very  party  that 
was  the  author  of  the  tariff  of  1828;  and  which,  after  using 
every  effort  to  render  it  permanent,  was  ready  to  shed  our 
blood  rather  than  surrender  the  act.  Their  devotion  to  a  mea- 
sure of  which  they  are  the  authors,  and  to  which  they  owe  their 
present  elevation,  prepared  us  to  expect  that  deep  hostility  to 
the  act  which  gave  their  favorite  a  mortal  blow,  and  opened  the 
way  foi  a  united,  and  we  trust,  ere  long,  a  successful  resistance 
to  power,  acquired  by  deception,  and  maintained  by  delusion 
and  corruption.  The  entire  Socuh  may  well  apply  to  the  Se- 
nator, as  the  author  of  the  tanffof  1828,  the  reply  which  a  dis- 
tinguished Senator  gave,  after  its  passage,  to  one  who  now  oc- 
cupies a  higher  station  than  he  did  then,  and  who  undertook  to 
explain  to  him  bis  vote  on  this  occasion :  'Sir,  you  have  de- 
ceived me  once,  that  was  your  fait;  but  if  you  deceive  roe  again, 
the  fault  will  be  mine.' 

"Alas,  for  Virginia !  that  once  proud  and  patriotic  State,  she 
has  dismissed  her  honest  and  enlightened  son  who  served  her 
with  so  much  fidelity,  and  has  elevated  to  the  highest  office  him 
who  betrayed  her,  and  trampled  her  interest  in  the  dust. 

"1  know  full  well  that  attempts  will  be  made  to  misrepresent 
my  position  on  this  occasion,  and  to  weaken  me  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  public.  I  fear  them  not.  I  know  well  those  whom 
I  represent.  They  have  loo  clear  a  conception  of  their  true 
interest,  and  place  too  high  an  estimate  on  truth  and  honor,  to 
withhold  then  confidence  from  him  who  fearlessly  follows  their 
dictates.  They  will  scorn  the  miserable  boon  proffered  by  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  and  the  hand  that  offers  it,  and  will 
cling  to  the  art  which  they  so  proudly  wrung  from  this  Govern- 
ment. Were  I  to  listen  to  liie  voice  of  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
they  would  hold  me  blind  to  their  interest  and  indifferent  to  their 
honor.  I  shall  not  assent  to  disturb  the  act  of  1833  in  the 
slightest  degree,  so  long  as  the  manufacturing  interests  shall  ad- 
here to  in  provisions,  be  the  conduct  of  politicians  what  it  may. 
Thus  far  they  have  firmly  adhered.  Not  a  murmur  has  been 
heard  or  a  petition  been  offered  from  that  quarter  against  it 
from  its  passage  to  the  present  day,  while  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislatures  of  the  two  great  tariff  States,  Massachusetts  and 
Pennsylvania,  which  pledged  themselves  to  abide  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  give  strong  additional  assurance  that,  if  we 
do  not  disturb  it  on  our  pait,  they  will  not  on  theirs." 

Troth,  sir,  every  word  truth.    I  regard  now,  as 
he  did  then,  those  who  would  disturb  the  compro- 


mise; and  I  warn  those  now  who  would  do  it,  as  he 
did  then,  that  if  they  do,  "they  will  have  ample 
time  to  reflect  upon  the  evil  they  hare  done."  Let 
them  veil  reflect  before  they  again  break  up  that 
deep  and  turbid  fountain  of  bitter  waters?  Who- 
ever makes  the  attempt  will  find  that  oar  people, 
prompt  as  they  ever  are  to  peril  every  thing  in  de- 
fence of  a  great  principle  of  the  Constitution  and  of 
public  liberty,  will  look  well  about  them  mod  fully 
examine  for  themselves  all  the  reasons,  before,  on 
any  authority,  tbey  will  revive  that  dangerous  con- 
flict. And,  sir,  if  we  do  break  up  (his compromise, 
what  hope  have  we,  "in  a  permanent  minority,* 
as  we  are,  that  we  shall  obtain  any  better  terms? 

In  a  debate  in  the  Senate,  in  1838,  between  Mr. 
Clay  and  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  two  great  actors  in  this 
compromise,  Mr.  Clay,  in  giving  a  history  of  that 
measure,  uses  the  following  language,  which  was 
not  contradicted: 

"In  the  consultations  between  that  Senator  [Mr.  Calhoun]  and 
myself,  in  respect  to  the  compromise,  on  every  point  epoo 
which  I  insisted  he  gave  way.  lie  was  for  a  shorter  term  uVsa 
nine  yeara,  and  more  rapid  reduction.  I  insisted,  and  he  yield- 
ed. He  insisted  upon  fifteen  per  cent-  as  die  maximum  doty, 
but  yielded.  He  was  against  any  discrimination  wtthm  the 
limited  range  of  duties  for  the  benefit  of  the  manuCaciviers,  bat 
consented.  To  the  last  he  protested  against  home  TaJoatjeea, 
but  finally  gave  way.'1 

.Now,  it  this  act  was  regarded  as  a  definitive  set- 
tlement of  the  whole  matter,  I  can  very  well  see 
reasons  for  this  pertinacious  adherence,  but  if  it 
was  not  so,  but  a  mere  act  of  ordinary  lrgislatioa, 
I  am  at  a  loss  for  a  reason  for  it,  especial! j  for  con- 
tending that  the  duties  were  to  come  down  in  1842 
to  fifteen  instead  of  twenty  per  cent.  This  was  a 
matter  of  vast  consequence,  if  this  adjustment  was 
to  be  permanent;  but  of  none  earthly  if  its  provi- 
sions expired  in  1843.  The  good  or  evil  cosld  not 
have  lasted  more  than  a  few  months.  But,  sir,  the 
whole  act  is  full  of  provisions  to  regulate  duties 
after  1649.  Why  was  this,  if  the  act  was  int-nded 
to  cease  then  to  operate?  That  it  was  regarded  by 
our  Convention  as  a  permanent  adjustment,  4be  re- 
port of  that  body  acceding  to  the  compromise  fatty 
»how8.  It  is  full  of  evidence  to  that  point.  Listen 
to  the  following  brief  extract.  After  reviewing:  the 
provisions  of  the  compromise,  the  following  lan- 
guage is  used:  "These  provisions  embody  great 
principles  in  reference  to  this  subject,  for  waka 
South  Carolina  has  long  and  earnestly  coaended; 
and  if  the  pledge  therein  contained"  (what  pledge 
but  to  maintain  the  Compromise  Act?)  "should  be 
fulfilled  in  good  faiih,  thty  must,  in  their  operation, 
arrest  the  abuses  which  have  grown  out  of  tae  un- 
authorized appropriations  of  the  public  money." 
This  pledge  has  been  honestly  fulfilled.  Shall  we, 
on  our  part,  violate  it? 

My  next  proposition  is,  that  the  principle  mat 
luxuries  should  be  taxed,  and  that  tbey  should  not, 
in  any  case,  be  exempted  from  taxation,  has  bees 
the  principle  of  the  anti-tariff  party,  without  oat 
single  exception — of  men  of  all  degrees  and  sixes, 
from  the  almost  inaudible  whisper  of  our  smallest 
men  up  to  the  thunder  of  Hayne  and  McDeme; 
whilst  the  proposition  to  exempt  them  from  taxa- 
tion has  always  been  made  by  and  received  the 
support  of  the  tariff  party.  In  1831  Mr.  Clay  sab* 
mitted  a  resolution  making  duty-free  thorn  wtkj 
Articles  upon  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  impose 
duties.  He  was  supported  by  every  man  of  the 
tariff  party,  and  opposed  by  every  member  of  the 
anti-tariff  party. 

Mr.  Clay s  resolution  was  as  follows,- 
"Resolved,  That  the  existing  duties  upon  article*  tap 
from  foreign  countries,  and  not  coming  tnto  competition 

similar  articles  made  or  produced  within  the  United  St 

ought  to  be  abolished,  except  the  duties  upon  wins*  and  silfca, 
and  that  thoss  ought  to  be  reduced;  and  that  the  Committee  oa 
Finance  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  accordingly." 

Mr.  Hayne  moved  the  following  amendment: 
"Strike  out  all  after  the  word  countries,  end  insert  a*  fat- 
lows:  'Be  so  reduced  that  the  amount  of  the  poblfc  revem 
shall  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Govaraoieai, ac- 
cording to  their  present  scale,  after  the  payment  of  the  poUfc 
debt;  and  that,  allowing  a  reasonable  time  for  the  rednctioa  of 


compared  with  the  value  of  that  ankle,  vary  materially  aw* 
the  value  of  that  article.' " 

Mr.  Clay's  proposition — the  tariff  propoat*na-~ 
was  to  raise  the  whole  revenue  by  imposts,  with  a 
view  tb  protection  on  articles  where  similar  artiehs 
were  made  here.  Gen.  Hayne*s  proposition  was 
no^  as  has  been  erroneously  stated,  to  impose  eoaal 


Jan.  1841. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


86th  Cove*** -2nd  Skss. 


Treasury  Note  Bill— Mr.  Thompson. 


S» 


H.  of  Reps. 


duties  on  aU  articles,  but  that  there  should  be  no 
material  difference.  Mr.  Clay's  proposition  was 
ultimately  adopted  in  the  Compromise  Act.  A 
large  class  of  articles  was  by  that  act  admitted  free 
of  ail  duty;  and  now  the  proposition  is  made  to  as 
by  oar  old  opponents  to  adopt  oar  principle— to 
tax  articles  bearing  no  duty— to  tax  them  to  the 
extsnt  of  the  necessities  of  the  Treasury;  and 
Southern  men  are  found  opposing  if.  How  and 
way  is  this?  I  appeal  to  those  with  whom  I  once 
acted-— to  the  members  of  a  party  towards  which 
I  have  felt  a  stronger  attachment  than  I  ever  shall 
to  any  other — not  to  run  across  every  principle  for 
which  that  party  has  contended;  to  leave  me  some 
one  principle,  if  only  one,  upon  which  I  may  stand; 
and,  when  charged  with  inconsistency,  let  me  be 
able  to  say,  Here  is  one  principle  to  which  we  ad- 
hered. , 

Mr.  Clay  advocated  his  resolution,  exempting  a 
large  class  of  articles  of  luxury  from  any  duties 
whatever.  He  was  supported  by  every  tariff  man 
in  the  Senate  who  spoke  upon  the  sabject.  I  shall 
not  weary  the  committee  by  reading  extracts  from 
their  speeches,  onleis  this  is  denied.  Bat  I  must 
read  from  the  speeches  of  those  who  opposed  the 
protective  policy. 

I  begin  with  Gen.  Hayne,  who  was  confessedly 
the  head  of  the  anti-tariff  party  in  Congress,  and 
who  has  left  an  enduring  monument  to  his  fame  in 
the  ability  which  he  exhibited  in  discussing  this 
subject  wiih  the  ablest  debaters  in  this  or  in  any 
country.  No  man  enjoyed  in  a  higher  degree  the 
confidence  of  those  with  whom  he  served  in  the 
Senate;  and  the  best  evidence  of  the  estimation  of 
his  native  and  much  loved  8tate  is,  that  he  was 
called  to  the  helm  by  one  voice,  at  a  period  of  un- 
precedented danger  and  difficulty,  and  well  did  he 
earn  and  merit  this  confidence.  He  did  not  aspire 
to  the  character  of  an  original  genius.  He  was 
much  too  wise  for  that.  He  was  no  theory-monger;  no 
constructor  of  impracticable  plans  of  Government, 
like  the  philosophic  dreamers  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution; no  visionary  schemer,  like  Sieyes;  nor 
could  be  have  split  hairs  on  a  point  of  mystic  me- 
taphysics, or  of  scholastic  dialectics,  with  Dan 
Scotas.  His  business  was  with  this  sublunary 
world  as  he  found  it — not  as  a  Utopian  trans- 
cendentalism would  have  had  it — wise,  cool,  bold, 
forbearing,  disinterested;  all  the  qualities  of  a  great 
statesman  were  softly  and  beatifully  blended  in  his 
high  and  useful  character.  Listen  to  the  opinions 
of  this  able  and  practical  man  on  this  question  of 
taxing  luxuries: 

"What  was  that  scheme?  Why,  that  from  all  articles  of 
luxury  the  uucei  should  be  taken  off  entirely;  while  upon  arti- 
cles of  absolute  necessity  they  were  to  remain  undiminished. 
Articles  consumed  by  the  rich  were  to  come  into  the  country 
duty  free,  while  articles  consumed  by  the  poor  were  to  be  bur- 
dened with  exorbitant  taxation.  The  rich  man  was  to  drink 
has  cosjtly  wines,  and  his  family  to  be  arrayed  in  fine  silks, 
without  paying  one  cent  towards  the  expenses  of  Government; 
while  ihe  poor  man  was  to  be  heavily  taxed  on  the  coarse  wool- 
lens which  were  to  shield  himself  and  his  family  fiom  the  win- 
fat's  cold.  Now  could  a  system  of  taxation  resting  on  such 
Srinciples  seriously  be  defended!  Could  it  be  tolerated  in  a 
•e«  country  and  a  liberal  and  enlightened  age?    He  trusted 


.  'There  is  another  objection  to  this  scheme,  which  was  to  his 
mind  equally  conclusive— H  was,  that  by  it  the  duties  were  to  be 
taken  off  from  what  was  called  the  unprotected  articles— arti- 
cles, coo,  of  general  consumption,  (and  which  according  to  the 
general  principle  of  political  economy,  and  the  common  con- 
sent of  all  mankind,  are  the  proper  subjects  for  taxation,)  and 
the  entire  revenue  of  the  country  was  to  be  raised  upon  the 
protected  articles— upon  cottons,  woollens,  and  iron,  articles  of 
necessity,  on  which  enormous  duties  are  now  imposed;  duties 
which*  operate  as  a  heavy  tax  on  certain  portions  of  industry 
end  certain  branches  of  the  country,  and  as  a  bounty  to  other 
portion*  of  the  country  and  other  branches  of  industry. 

"Against  a  system  so  unjust,  unequal,  and  oppressive,  the 
tax  pa)  ins  people  of  the  United  States,  those  who  receive  no 
portion  of  the  bounties  of  the  protecting  system,  the  people  of 
the  Southern  States,  those  whom  he,  in  part,  represented  on  this 
floor,  must  forever  protest 

"Gentlemen  might  consider  such  an  arrangement  as  consti- 
totiosr  a  judicious  revision  of  the  tariff;  but  for  his  own  part, 
be  bJtd  no  hesitation  In  saying  that  he  would  consider  a  repeal  of 
all  duties  on  the  unprotected  articles,  whils  the  duties  on  the 
others  should  remain  untouched,  as  the  worst  of  all  possible  ad- 
in  amenta  of  that  great  question  which  now  agitates  and  disturbs 
the)  whole  country." 

In  another  speech  he  says: 

••The  next  objection  to  this  scheme  is,  that  it  proposes  to  re- 
lieve  luxuries  from  all  taxation,  while  the  taxes  on  the  necessa- 
rtes  of  life  are  to  remain  just  as  they  are,  subject  to  duties  of 
from  SO  to  100  per  cent.  It  is  true  that  the  genilemsn,  seeing,  I 
presume,  the  onormuy  of  the  proposition  In  its  original  form, 
now/  consents  that  some  very  moderate  duty  may  be  levied  on 
arsa— and  silks.  Rut,  sit,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  in  what 
srioee  and  silks  differ  from  the  numerous  articles  which,  by  the 
gentleman's  scheme,  are  to  come  in  free  of  duty.  Here  is  a  list 
of  some  of  them,  and  it  will  be  for  the  Senate  and  the  country 


to  say  how  far  it  is  reasonable  or  just  that  the  consumers  of 
these  articles  shall  contribute  nothing  to  the  public  revenue, 
while  the  honest  laboring  man  is  to  be  taxed  from  thirty  to  one 
hundred  dollars  on  every  hundred  dollars  which  he  expends  on 
the  woollens  and  the  flannels,  the  iron  and  the  sugar,  which 
are  indispensable  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  himself  and 
family. 

"It  is  one  of  the  grandest  farces  ever  attempted  to  be  played 
off  upon  a  free  people,  to  see  sn  attempt  made  to  reduce  the 
taxes  on  olives  and  capers,  anchovies  and  brandy  fruits,  mace, 
cloves,  nutmegs,  precious  stones,  alabaster  ornaments,  cordials, 
perfumery,  artificial  flowers,  billiard  balls,  battledores,  shuttle- 
cocks, coral  beads  and  gold  enufT  boxes,  silver  spectacles  and 
ivory  headed  canes,  velvets  and  lace,  muslins  and  groa  de  naples, 
camels'  hair  shawls,  morocco  and  prunella  shoes,  fine  cambrics, 
plated  chafing  dishes,  porcelain  and  china  dinner  and  tea  sets, 
gold  watches,  Cologne  water,  Champagne  and  Burgundy  wines, 
oranges  and  pine-apples,  embroidery,  ivory  fans,  fine  Irish 
linens,  parasols,  centre  tables,  gilt  books,  pier  looking  glasses, 
vermicelli  and  maccaroni,  Italian  marble  and  mantel  ornaments, 
rouge,  essences  and  court  plaster,  chessmen,  sweet-scented 
soap,  silk  stockings,  gold  and  silver  thimbles,  mantel  time 
pieces,  tooth  powder,  wax  dolls,  and  a  hundred  other  things 
used  by  the  rich.  . 

"I  ask  for  the  reason  of  this  distinction,  which  relieves  luxu* 
ries  fmm  taxation,  and  throws  them  upon  the  necessaries  of  life; 
which  burdens  the,  poor,  and  exempts  the  rich;  and  I  am  told  It 
is  necessary  for  protection." 

Next  conies  the  venerable  Macon.  Listen  to 
his  opinions: 

"There  were  certain  things  that  ought  not  to  be  taxed  in  any 
country— things  that  entered  into  the  plain  food  of  the  poor  and 
laboring  classes,  and  which  were  necessary  to  support  Hie.  It 
is  said  that  it  [salt]  is  an  article  which  cannot  be  smuggled: 
and  is  that  a  reason  why  it  should  be  taxed?  Is  it  good  rea- 
soning to  say  tbat,  because  laces  and  silks  can  be  smuggled, 
they  must  not  be  taxed  as  high  as  an  article  of  necessity  to  the 
poor?" 

His  distinguished  colleague  (Mr.  Mamgom)  thus 
expresses  his  opinions  on  this  subject.  [As  an  evi- 
dence of  the  confidence  of  South  Carolina  in  this 
distinguished  citzen,  I  need  only  mention  that  he 
has  once  received  the  vote  of  that  State  for  the 
Presidency,  and  to  a  higher  gentleman  or  a  purer 
patriot  that  vole  could  not  have  been  given] 

uWhat  is  the  effect  of  the  resolution  on  the  tablet  It  is  to 
aggravate  (he  evil;  it  is  to  tax  the  necessaries  of  the  poor  man 
while  the  rich  may  revel  in  luxuries  as  free  from  taxation  as 
the  air  he  breathes;  it  is  to  increase  the  extravagant  bounties 
already  enjoyed  by  the  rich  capitalists  by  diminishing  the  cftt 
of  nuny  of  the  articles  which  enter  into  the  consumption  of  bis 
establishment.  The  duties  in  the  shape  of  protection  remain 
the  same  nominally,  while,  in  fact,  they  are  enhanced  to  the 
whole  amount  of  deduction  from  the  prices  of  articles  con- 
sumed by  the  manufacturer  and  his  laborers/' 

Judge  Grundy  thus  speaks : 

"The  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  purposes  to 
abolish  the  duties  entirely  on  all  articles  of  a  kind  not  manufac- 
tured in  the  United  States,  except  silks  and  wines,  and  to  re- 
duce them  on  these  articles.  So  long  as  duties  are  paid  on  im- 
.  ported  articles,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  I  cannot 
consent  to  this  proposition.  The  true  principle  of  taxation  is 
to  imposs  it  on  those  who  are  best  able  to  bear  ir.  The  reduc- 
tion on  your  table  purposes  a  total  abandonment  of  this  princi- 
ple. The  articles  to  be  released  from  taxation  are  luxuries, 
used  almost  exclusively  by  the  rich,  while  the  burdens  are  left 
with  all  their  weight  upon  the  poorer  portion  of  the  communi- 
ty. This  would  be  no  alleviation  of  the  evils  complained  of, 
and  I  will  not  unite  in  holding  out  to  the  poor  man  the  delusive 
hope  that  he  is  to  be  able  to  clothe  his  family  in  silks,  and  re- 

Kle  himself  on  wines  every  day,  while  all  the  articles  of  dress 
purchases— his  salt,  his  sugar,  bis  plough,  his  axe,  and  his 
hoe,  and  all  the  utensils  with  which  he  earns  his  daily  bread- 
are  so  taxed  as  to  rendei  him  unable  to  raise  his  family.  No, 
sir,  give  him  his  necessaries  of  life  untaxed,  or  taxed  lightly. 
J<ethis  labor  have  its  full  reward,  and  he  will  then  increase  in 
his  means,  and  in  time  be  able  to  indulge  in  luxuries,  if  he 
shall  pease  to  do  so." 

Mr.  McDume,  than  whom  no  one  enjoyed  or  de- 
served more  of  the  confidence  of  the  anti-tariff 
party,  from  his  commanding  talents  and  known 
devotion  to  the  principles  of  that  party,  thus  speakt: 

"Mr.  McDuffle  said  that  the  resolution  only  proposed  an  in. 
qulry,  which  did  not  commit  the  House;  and  every  resolution 
lor  an  inquiry,  he  thought,  ought  to  be  adopted.  The  resolu- 
tion decides  nothing;  if  it  did,  he  should  be  opposed  to  it;  for 
there  was  nothing,  he  thought,  so  unwise  as  to  remit  the  duties 
on  articles  of  luxury,  while  they  were  retained  on  articles  of 
necessity. 

"Let  us  examine  this  matter.  Our  Imports  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise may  be  divided  into  two  groat  classes.  The  first  con- 
sists of  articles  which  are  entirely  produced  in  foreign  coun* 
tries,  the  second,  of  articles  partly  produced  abroad  and  partly 
produced  in  the  United  States.  The  former  are  usually  deno- 
minated the  unprotected,  and  the  latter  the  protected  articles. 
Now,  as  to  the  former  class,  comprising  teas,  coffee,  silks, 
wines,  and  a  variety  of  other  imports,  I  will  assume  that  from 
these  one  half  of  the  federal  revenue  will  be  collected,  though, 
in  point  of  fact,  it  would  be  more  correct  to  say  one  third  only. 

,rA*  to  this  portion  of  the  revenue  no  one  has  ever  pretend- 
ed that  the  burden  is  not  equally  distributed  over  the  Union,  in 
proportion  to  the  consumption  of  articles  from  which  it  is  de- 
rived. It  must  be  apparent  that  the  manufacturing  States 
have  no  grounds  for  alleging  that  the  duties  on  silks,  wines,  tea, 
and  coffee,  expose  them  to  an  unequal  and  oppressive  burden. 
Will  a  solitary  voice  be  raised  to  denounce  this  part  of  the  bill 
undertonsiderationl    Assuredly  there  will  not. 

"Can  any  one  be  so  blind  as  not  to  see  that  the  reduction,  or, 
more  properly  speaking,  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on  tea,  coffee, 
dye  stuffs,  manufacturing  materials,  and  on  most  of  the  unpro- 
tected articles,  will  operate  as  an  additional  protection  to  the 
Northern  manufacturers! 

"There  are  two  modes  of  giving  this  protection  to  the  manu- 
facturing States:  the  one,  consists  In  imposing  duties  on  such 
articles  as  they  make  themselves;  the  other,  in  taking  off  or  di- 
minishing duties  on  such  articles  as  they  consume,  and  do  not 


make  at  home,  but  Import  from  abroad  in  exchange  for  some 
of  their  own  domestic  productions.  In  this  twofold  aspect  of 
*  the  subject,  I  regard  this  as  one  of  the  most  Ingeniously  con- 
trived schemes  of  protection  that  has  ever  been  presented  to 
Congress." 

•Of  the  reduction  of  duties  for  which  this  bill  provides,  about 
one  half  is  as  direct  a  protection  to  the  manufacturers  as  if  it 
had  consisted  of  an  increase  of  the  articles  which  they  make. 
In  proportion  as  you  reduce  the  cost  of  tea  and  coffee,  you  di- 
minish the  wages  of  the  operatives,  and,  in  proportion  as  you 
diminish  the  cost  of  materials  used  by  the  manufacturers,  you 
diminish  the  cost  of  producing  their  manufactures." 

It  was,  then,  true;  no  one  denied  the  justice  and 
perfect  equality  of  such  a  tax;  hut  new  lights  have 
broken  upon  us,  and  it  has  been  left  to  the  men  of 
our  day  to  discover  that  the  tax  which  the  undi- 
vided South  contended  for  as  not  only  just  in  itself, 
but  the  only  just  tax,  and  especially  advantageous 
to  the  South,  is  now  discovered  to  be  as  especially 
injurious.  Such,  eir,  without  one  exception,  was 
the  course  and  argument  of  the  anti-Tariff  party. 
But  it  does  not  stop  with  the  mere  authority  of  in- 
dividual names,  however  distinguished.  The  anti- 
Tariff  Convention  which  met  in  Philadelphia  in 
1836— a  rare  assemblage  of  character  and  talents 
—passed  three,  and  only  three,  resolutions.  One 
of  the  three  was  on  the  subject  of  taxing. wines, 
silks,  &c.  What,was  that  resolution?  Listen,  sir; 
I  will  read  it: 

"3d  Resolution.  That  wines,  teas,  coffee,  and  similar  arti- 
cles, bo  not  added  to  the  list  of  those  now  free  of  duty,  but  may, 
on  the  contrary,  be  subject  to  duties  corresponding  in  proportion 
to  their  respective  value  with  those  laid  on  other  imported  arti- 
cles subject  to  duty." 

Yes,  sir,  this  resolution  passed,  unanimously, 
that  body.  Ii  was  not  only  regarded  as  important 
that  these  articles  should  be  taxed,  but  so  important 
as  to  be  embodied  in  one  of  the  only  three  resolu- 
tions thai  were  adopted.  There  was  scarcely  a 
public  meeting  in  opposition  to  the  tariff,  where  this 
point  of  taxing  luxuries  was  not  insisted  on  as  a 
primary  principle.  The  objection  to  the  tariff  was 
not  from  any  opposition  to  raising  the  requisite  re- 
venue, but  that  the  tariff  of  duties  was  so  laid  as  to 
operate  unequally,  by  laying  those  duties  chiefly 
on  articles  made  in  this  country,  and  thus  enhanc- 
ing their  price  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  manu- 
factured them,  and  at  the  expense  ofihose  who 
were  consumers,  and  not  also  manufacturers;  and 
as  this  inequality  did  not  exist  as  to  articles  not  ma- 
nufactured  in  this  counuy,  and  as  to  which  we  were 
all  equally  consumers,  and  only  consumers,  the  tax 
was  equal  on  all  the  sections  and  interests.  This  is 
the  sole,  real  foundation  of  the  celebrated  forty  bale 
theory.  No  one,  I  presume,  ever  contended  if  an 
article,  the  produce  of  Georgia,  is  exchanged  for 
merchandise  of  a  kind  not  manufactured  in  this 
country,  and  that  the  article  so  imported  is  sold  at 
a  price  increased  by  the  duty,  and  is  consumed  by 
the  people,  not  of  Georgia,  but  of  Maine,  that  the 
producer  in  Georgia,  and  not  the  consumer  in 
Maine,  pays  the  duty.  Such  a  proposition  is  ab- 
surd beyond  the  reach  of  argument.  But  where 
the  article  so  imported  and  enhanced  in  price  by 
the  duty  comes  in  competition  with  a  similar  arti- 
cle of  American  man u tact  are,  the  price  of  the  latter 
is  also  raised;  and  supposing  the  consumption  of 
the  article  to  be  equal  between  the  producer  of  the 
article  of  foreign  commerce  and  the  home  manufac- 
turer, it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  former  pays  all 
the  duty,  the  latter  nothing,  for  whilst  they  are  both 
consumers,  and  ihe  consumer  pays  the  duty  to  the 
producer,  that  duty  is  uncompensated  taxation, 
whilst  the  manufacturer  receives  back,  in  the  in- 
creased price  of  his  own  article,  all  that  he  pays  as 
a  consumer  of  the  foreign  one. 

This  is  the  objection  which  runs  through  all  our 
papers  upon  the  subject.  I  will  read  a  few  ex* 
tracts  from  the  celebrated  and  able  exposition  of 
the  South  Carolina  Legislature  in  1823: 

'Men  ask  not  for  burdens,  but  for  benefits.  The  tax  paid  by 
the  duty  on  imports,  by  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  receipts 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  the  Government  is  wholly  sup- 
ported, and  which,  in  its  gross  amount,  is  annually  equal  to 
about  $23,000,000,  is  then.  In  ttuth,  no  tax  on  them.  Whatever 
portion  of  it  they  advance  as  consumers  of  the  articles  on  which 
it  is  imposed,  returns  to  them  from  the  labor  of  others,  with 
usurious  interest,  through  an  artfully  contrived  system.  That 
such  are  the  facts,  the  committee  will  proceed  to  demonstrate 
by  other  arguments  than  the  confession  of  the  party  by  its  acts, 
conclusive  as  that  ought  to  be  considered. 

'The  manufacturing  States,  hjuwever,  indemnify  themselves, 
and  more  than  indemnify  themselves,  for  the  increased  price 
they  pay  on  the  articles  they  consume,  as  has  already  Wn 
proved  by  their  confession,  in  a  form  which  cannot  deceive,  by 
their  own  acts.  Nor  is  it  difficult  to  trace  the  operation  by 
which  it  is  effected.  The  very  acts  of  Congress  imposing  bur- 
dens on  them,  as  consumers,  give  them  the  means,  through  the 
monopoly  which  it  affords  the  manufacturers  in  the  home  mar* 
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lot,  not  only  of  indemnifying  themsalras  for  the  inrrossed 
price  on  the  imported  article*  which  they  consume,  but  in  a 
great  measure  of  commanding  the  industry  of  the  rest  of  the 
Union.  The  argument  urged  by  them  for  the  adoption  of  the 
system,  and  with  much  success,  is,  that  the  price  of  products 
aod  property  in  the  manufacturing  States  must  be  thereby  in- 


d,  which  charge  proves  the  beneficial  operation  of  the 
system  on  them.  It  is  by  this  Tory  increase  of  price  which 
must  be  paid  by  their  fellow- citiaens  of  the  South  that  the  in- 
dom nity  to  the  manufacturer  is  effected.  And  by  means  of  this, 
the  fruits  of  our  toil  and  labor  which,  on  every  principle  of  jus* 
tice,  ought  to  belong  to  ourselves,  are  transferred  from  us  to 
them.  The  maxim,  that  the  consumers  pay,  strictly  applies  to 
us.  We  are  mere  consumers,  and  destitute  of  all  means  of 
transferring  the  burden  from  ourselves  to  others. 

"The  case,  then,  fairly  stated  between  us  and  the  manufac- 
turing States,  is,  that  the  tariff  gives  them  a  prohibition  against 
foreign  competition  in  our  own  market  in  the  sale  of  their 
goods,  and  deprives  us  of  thejbenefit  of  a  competition  of  pur- 
chasers for  our  raw  material." 

This,  sir,  was  ibe  gravamen  of  all  our  opponents 
to  the  tariff— that  duties  were  laid  on  articles 
which  were  manufactured  here,  aod  as  to  which 
the  manufacturers  received  compensation  in  in- 
creased prices  of  what  they  sold  for  all  they  paid 
as  consumers;  and  that  such  duties  were  not  laid 
on  articles  as  to  which  they,  like  ourselves,  were 
consumers  only. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  an  address  of 
the  same  convention,  on  the  part  of  South  Caro- 
lina, to  her  sister  States,  after  she  had  nullified  the 
tariff  laws.  In  a  grave,  solemn,  and  well  con- 
sidered appeal  to  these  States,  the  principles  of  a 
tariff,  with  which  alone  it  was  declared  that  the 
State  would  be  satisfied,  are  laid  down,  and  this  of 
taxing  the  articles  now  duty  free  was  the  leading 
point  insisted  on: 

"Is  there  any  justice  in  taxing  the  iron,  salt,  sugar,  the  coarse 
woollens  and  the  calicoes  of  the  poor  and  middling  classes,  of 
the  farmer  and  mechanic,  and  not  taxing  at  all  the  wines,  the 
silks,  and  the  spices  of  the  wealthy  and  luxurious  classes  of 
society)  Of  our  importation  of  1839,  seventy -six  millions  were 
duty  free,  and  eighty-five  millions  paid  duty.  -  The  articles  duty 
free  were,  almost  without  exception,  articles  used  by  the 
wealthy,  or  raw  materials  used  in  the  factories;  whilst  the  arti- 
cles taxed  are  as  invariably  articles  of  necessity,  used  by  those 
In  indigent  or  moderate  circumstances.  There  are  one  hun- 
dred districts  represented  on  this  floor  in  which  there  are  net 
twenty  men  who  would  be  affected  by  duties  on  wine,  and  not 
twenty  who  are  not  affected  by  the  present  tariff. 

''Having  now  presented,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Federal 
Government  and  our  confederate  States,  the  fixed  and  final  de- 
termination of  this  State  in  relation  to  the  protecting  system,  It 
remains  for  us  to  submit  a  plan  of  taxation  in  which  we  would 
be  willing  to  acquiesce,  in  a  spirit  of  mutual  concession,  pro- 
vided we  are  met  in  due  time,  and  in  a  becoming  spirit,  by  the 
States  interested  in  the  protection  of  manufactures. 

"We  believe  that,  upon  every  just  and  equitable  principle  of 
taxation,  the  whole  list  of  protected  articles  should  be  Imported 
free  of  duty,  and  that  the  revenue  derived  from  lightor  imports 
should  be  raised  exclusively  fiom  the  unprotected  articles;  or 
that,  whenever  a  duty  Is  imposed  upon  protected  articles  im- 
ported, an  excise  duty  of  the  same  rate  should  be  imposed  upon 
all  similar  articles  manufactured  in  the  United  States.   This 

Sould  be  as  near  an  approach  to  perfect  equality  as  could  pos- 
My  be  made  in  a  system  of  indirect  taxation.  But  we  are 
willing  to  make  a  large  offering  to  preserve  the  Union,  and 
with  a  distinct  declaration  that  it  is  a  concession  on  our  part, 
we  will  consent  that  the  same  rate  of  duty  may  be  imposed  up- 
on  the  protected  articles,  provided  that  no  more  revenue  be 
raised  than  is  necessary  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Government 
fof  constitutional  purposes;  and  pro  Tided  that  a  duty  iubstan- 
ti*Uy  uniform  be  imposed  upon  all  foreign  imports  " 

This  point,  however,  was  not  yielded  to  us,  and 
there  was  a  lorg  list  of  articles  free  of  duly.  How 
was  this  done?  At  the  instance  of  the  anti-tariff 
party?  No.  Bat  in  spite  of  their  .earnest  and  con- 
tinued remonstrance.  The  list  was  made  out  by  a 
tariff  man,  and  with  a  special  view  to  the  benefit  of 
file  tariff  interest.  Mr.  Clay,  in  the  same  article 
to  which  I  have  referred,  gives  the  following  un- 
contradicted account  of  this  matter: 

"Then  beyondthat  period  is  the  provision  for  cash  duties, 
home  valuations,  a  long  and  liberal  list  of  free  a/ticles.  careful- 
ly made  out  by  my  friend  from  Rhode  Island.  [Mr/  Knight,] 
expressly  for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturers." 

A  second  meeting  of  the  Convention  was  called 
to  consider  the  compromise  act.  Its  leading  pro- 
visions are  discussed  in  the  report  of  that  body;  and 
one  of  the  leading,  indeed  the  most  prominent  ob- 
jection presented  in  that  report  to  the  act  of  March, 
1833,  was,  that  certain  articles  were  admitted  duty 
free.    Hear  what  is  said  upon  that  point: 

UU  is  this  aspect  of  the  question  which  has  reconciled  us  to 
the  provisions  of  the  new  bill,  (certainly  not  free  from  objec* 
lions.)  which  provide  for  the  introduction  of  wines,  silks, 
worsteds,  and  an  amber  of  other  articles,  free  of  duty." 

It  was  objectionable,  greaily  objectionable;  but, 
in  consideration  of  other  compensating  benefits,  the 
Convention  was  "reconciled"  to  it.  It  did  not  approve 
bat  was  reconciled.  Now,  sir,  how  stands  ihis 
whole  matter?  The  principle  that  luxuries  would 
be  taxed,  at  least  equally  with  necessaries,  no  one 
ever  has  or  can  controvert.  In  addition  to  which, 
it  is  the  principle  for  which  we  of  the  anti- 
4ariff  party  have  in  all  time  contended,  as  not  only 


just  on  the  well-setiled  and  admitted  principles  of 
political  economy,  but  as  the  only  principle  which 
is  not  grossly  unjust  and  unequal  in  its  operations. 
The  combined  influence  of  experience  and  argu- 
ment has  convinced  our  opponents.  They  say  to 
us,  Gentlemen,  you  are  right  in  tbis  matter,  and,  as 
we  need  more  money,  let  us  not  disturb  the  com- 
promise, but  let  us  tax  those  luxuries  which  none 
of  us  manufacture,  and  all  of  us  we.  And  we  refnte 
to  do  it.  To  what  end  have  we  labored  to  enforce 
our  arguments?  Was  it  to  convince  our  opponents, 
and  to  obtain  the  practical  icsulis  of  a  corresponding 
change  in  the  system  of  imposts?  or  merely  fur 
the  dialectic  triumph — not  only  to  show  that  we 
could  take  any  side  of  the  argument  and  maintain 
i — that  we  would  not  then  lay  taxes  on  the  protect- 
ed articles,  nor  allow  the  duties  to  be  taken  off 
other  articles?  Now,  it  is  proposed,  not  to  increase 
the  duties  on  the  protected  articles,  but  to  restore 
the  duties  on  luxuries,  which  we  protested  strenu- 
ously against  being  taken  off.  And  we  again  ob- 
ject to  the  duties  being  laid  on.  May  it  not  well 
be  asked  what  will  satisfy  us?  Is  not  such  a  course 
like  that  of  a  pouting  child,  who  refuses  to  have 
his  biscuit  buttered  on  one  side  or  on  the  other?  I 
broadly  assert  that  there  is  no  one  principle  which 
has  been  so  constantly  asserted  by  the  anti-tariff 
party  as  this  of  taxing  luxuries  and  other  articles 
now  free  of  doty.  Suppose  that  we  had  no  reve- 
nue at  all,  and  it  uas  proposed  to  lay  duties  on 
wines  and  silks;  would  any  anti-tariff  man  op- 
pose it?  No  one  would.  Although  we  have 
some  revenue,  we  have  not  enough;  and  as 
to  the  deficiency,  it  is  precisely  the  same;  not  a 
shade  of  difference. 

This  brings  me  to  the  last  proposition  which  I 
have  asserted — that,  if  I  was  free  from  all  obliga- 
tion upon  th*e  subject,  I  should,  without  one  mo- 
ment's hesitation,  adopt  the  principle  of  taxing 
luxuries.  The  two  greatest  points  of  consideration 
in  all  questions  of  taxation  are,  that  the  tax  should 
be  as  little  as  possible  burdensome,  and  that  it 
should  be  willingly  paid.  Both  these  are  attained 
by  a  tax  on  such  articles  as  wines  and  silks,  in  an 
eminent  degree.  The  tax  is  paid  by  the  wealthy, 
and  those  who  do  not  feel  in  the  slightest  degree 
the  increased  price  from  the  duty,  and  it  is  paid 
willingly.  No  one  pays  it  who  docs  not  chose  to 
do  it.  Not  so  with  such  articles  as  now  brar  the  whole 
burdens  of  the  revenue.  They  are  articles  of  prime 
necessity,  6uch  as  salt  and  iron,  which  the  less  opu- 
lent are  obliged  to  have,  and  cannot  choose  whe- 
ther they  will  pay  the  tax  or  not. 

I  will  not  weary  the  committee  by  the  discussion 
of  a  proposition  which  no  one  has  as  yet  ques- 
tioned— the  peculiar  justice  of  a  tax  on  luxuries. 
The  principle,  as  universally  admitted,  goes  further 
than  is  necessary  to  this  argument.  It  goes  to 
taxing  luxuries  and  exempting  necessaries.  But 
all  that  is  now  contended  for  is,  that  they  should 
bear  some  tax,  although  not  even  as  high  a  rate  as 
necessaries.  This  being  a  principle  universally 
conceded,  and  specially  insisted  on  by  the  South,  1 
wou  d  not  oppose  it  even  if  its  sectional  bearings 
and  tendencies  were  disadvantageous.  I  will  not, 
either  from  principle  or  policy,  aot  from  the  dictates 
of  that  terrapin  patriotism  which  draws  itself  within 
its  own  shell.  In  a  matter  where  a  just  discrimi- 
nation may  be  made,  I  shall,  of  course,  prefer  my 
own  section.  But  I  will  not  violate  the  well-esta- 
blished principles  of  political  economy  and  of  mani- 
fest justice  to  benefit  myself  or  my  own  peculiar 
people;  and,  sir,  let  me  say  to  Southern  men  that, 
if  they  are  restrained  by  no  other  considerations,  is 
it  wise  to  adopt  such  a  course?  We  are,  and  al- 
ways will  be,  the  weaker  interest.  If  we  act  upon 
principles  thus  exclusive,  what  are  we  to  expect 
from  others?  If  we  adopt  lahmael  as  our  model, 
and  set  onr  faces  against  all  men,  may  we  not  ex- 
pect that  all  men  will  set  their  faces  against  us? 
If  we  thus  act,  with  what  grace  shall  we  hereafter 
read  lectures  to  our  Northern  brethren  about  honor, 
justice,  patriotism?  But,  sir,  if  semlemen  will  lis- 
ten to  no  are. omenta  on  this  subject  but  thn?e  of  an 
exclusive  character,  forgetting  that  we  owe  duties 
to  the  Confederacy  as  well  as  to  our  particular  see 
tions,  I  submit  to  them  that  no  principle  of  taxation 
can  be  as  fair  and  as  just  to  the  South  at  this  is. 
One  reason  for  tbis  is  enough— duties  must  be  laid 


on  something.  These  articles  (silks  and  wines) 
are  not  manufactured  in  this  country,  aod  there- 
fore no  class  or  section  is  benefited  by  the  increase 
of  price.  They  are  consumed  equally  in  the 
different  sections,  and  therefore  the  doty  is  paid 
equally.  Is  there  any  other  better  source  of  reve- 
nue? The  only  other  that  can  be  suggested  ia  an 
increased  duty  on  the  protected  articles— on  me 
articles  manufactured  here.  Does  any  anti-tariff 
man  prefer  that?  If  he  does,  let  him  dare  to  any 
so.  But,  sir,  I  submit  that  an  increase  of  duties 
on  the  protected  articles  woald  not  increase  reve- 
nue. It  is  not  every  increase  of  the  rate  of  duty 
which  increases  revenue.  On  the  contrary,  writers 
of  the  highest  authority  maintain  that  any  doty 
beyond  twenty  per  cent,  diminishes  revenue. 
The  manufacturers  well  know  this;  we  of  the  anti- 
tariff  school  always  told  them  so;  and  that  the  pre- 
sent rate  of  duties  was  better  for  them  than 
any  higher  rate.  Experience,  -that  great  teacher, ' 
has  proven  to  them  what  oar  arguments  failed  to 
do,  aod  this  accounts  for  the  fact  that  the  gentle- 
men from  New  York  and  Maine  [hi r.  Barjurs 
and  Mr.  Evans,  tariff  men,]  and  myself  are  found 
together  on  this  subject.  How  we  come  trgether 
is  no  lookout  of  mine.  I  stand  where  I  always 
did.  They  have  come  to  me.  Why  have  they 
done  so?  Because  it  is  stipulated  in  the  compro- 
mise so — 90  stipulated  at'the  instance  of  the  South; 
that  a  deficit  of  revenue  shall  be  supplied  by  duties 
on  the  unprotected  articls;  and  Decease  they  have 
found,  as  we  have  always  asserted,  that  the  pre- 
sent rate  of  duties  was  protection  enough.  The 
only  object  of  protecting  duties,  as  the  term  xmples, 
is  to  keep  out  foreign  competition.  The  pre  suit 
duties  accomplish  that;  additional  duties  wouM  do 
no  more;  whilst  a  domestic  competition  would  be 
thus  encouraged.  The  manufacturers,  therefore, 
cannot  possibly  gain  by  it,  but  must  lose. 

I  have  beard  one,  and  only  one,  objection  maun 
to  this  proposition,  and  that  is,  that,,  as  Southern 
staples,  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco,  are  received  hi 
exchange  for  French  silks  and  wines,  any  increase 
of  duty  will  greatly  diminish  the  consumption  of 
those  articles,  and  destroy  the  abitity  of  France  to 
purchase  our  commodities.  This,  sir,  is  a  genuine 
humbug  from  the  original  Missouri  mint.  I  have 
seen  another  humbug  from  the  same  qoarter,  per- 
vading the  country  and  my  own  (State,  with  the 
exception  of  my  own  district,  and  adopted  and 
cherished  until  it  became  superstitions  fanaticism— 
a  thing  not  to  be  met  with  argument,  as  no  super- 
stition is.  I  believe  it.is  a  law  of  all  snperantioaf 
that  the  more  absurd  it  is,  the  more  fanatical  am 
are  its  devotees.  I  cannot  say  that  this,  the  latest 
humbug,  will  not  have  an  eqoal  ran — but  a  hem- 
hug  it  is.  Will  any  gentleman  inform  me  what 
article  of  foreign  production  we  can  tax  which  m 
not  liable  to  this  same  objection,  that  it  is  paid  for 
with  Southern  staples?  All  onr  commerce  nearly 
is  carried  on  with  those  staples;  wines,  and  ant, 
not  a  whit  more  than  salt,  sugar,  rice,  or  any  other 
article.  Those  staples  may  be  said  to  be  (he  cur- 
rency of  foreign  commerce— the  medium  of  all  in 
exchanges.  Unless  some  answer  can  be  given  to 
this,  there  is  an  end  of  the  argument.  Ton  must  - 
forbear  to  lay  any  impost  duty  at  all,  and  resort  m 
alchymy  and  direct  taxation.  But  I  go  further. 
As  to  any  other  article,  it  may  not  only  be 
with  equal  truth  that  it  is  paid  for  with 
staples,  but  as  to  those  articles  the  effect  is  i 
pensated;  but  as  to  silk,  the  incidental 
tion,  if  not  complete,  is  nearly  so;  certainly  greater 
than  on  any  other  article.  If  silk  dresses  are  not 
worn,  cotton  fabrics  will  be  subsirated,  and  cotton 
muslins  cost  nearly  as  much,  and  are  oae-Joarth 
as  durable,  so  that,  for  any  silk  fabric  excluded, 
an  equivalent  will  be  supplied  in  others  of  cotton, 
our  own  particular  staple.  Thus,  I  repeal,  shell 
we  incidentally  be  compensated  more  on  this  than 
on  any  other  article.  But  I  deny  that  the  duty  on 
silks  and  wines  will  materially  diminish  consump- 
tion. They  are  articles  of  vanity  and  pride,  not  of 
necessity.  They  are  used  by  the  wealthy,  and  tat 
price  which  they  bear  is  often  the  inducement  9 
their  purchase — not  an  objection— the  real  value 
not  the  criterion  of  value.  To  whatever  extent, 
however,  the  consumption  of  these  articies  is  re- 
duced, the  tit  *eu%afri*  of  commerce  wjjl  anfery 
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their  places  by  some  other  article;  French  muslins, 
foi  example.  I  will  nor  present  one  other  view 
of  thia  matter,  which  does  seem  to  me  to  close  the 
argument.  The  report  on  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion fur  1839,  thows  that  our  imponations  from 
France  exceeded  our  ei  ports  to  ihat  country  be- 
tween fourteen  and  fifteen  millions.  Now,  forbid 
by  law  the  landing  of  one  yard  of  French  siik  on 
our  short*,  and  we  still  take  more  from  France 
than  she  does  from  us.  Does  any  sane  man  think 
that  a  duty  of  fife  or  six,  or  even  twenty  per  cent, 
on  silks  and  wines,  would  diminish  theaggre.ate 
importations  one-tenth?  What,  then,  goes  wiih  the 
argument  that  the  imposition  of  ihe&e  duties  would 
disable  France  from  purchasing  our  commodities? 
I  go  tanner.  In  the  present  coodtion  of  commerce 
and  exchanges,  a  diminution  of  impoitaiions  from 
France,  instead  of  an  injury,  would  be  a  benefit. 
Of  the  whole  balance  of  trade  against  us  in  1839, 
more  than  one-half  was  from  excessive  importa- 
tions of  worthless  French  trumpery.  One-sixth  of 
all  our  importations  were  in  1839  from  France, 
whilst  she  received  from  us  less  than  one-tenth  of 
our  exports.  These  facts  must  have  been  un- 
known to  the  author,  and  to  those  who  have  adopt- 
ed this  hu  nbog,  or  they  surely  would  not  have 
ventured  upon  it.  I  have  beard  it  gravely  asserted 
that  our  cottons  are  admitted  into  France  with  a 
nominal  duty.  Now,  sir,  the  fact  is  that  this  no- 
minal duty  is  11  francs  on  50  kilogrammes,  about 
112  pounds,  which,  with  a  small  additional  duly,  is 
a  little  more  than  two  cents  a  pound,  which  is  about 
25  per  cent,  and,  what  is  worse,  this  is  a  discrimi- 
nating doty  against  American  cotton.  Egyptian 
and  South  American  cotton,  which  is  thirty  per 
cent  more  valuable^  paying  only  8  francs  the  50 
kilogrammes,  a  difference  of  30  per  cent,  rpecifi- 
eaily,  ad  valorem  at  least  thirty  per  cent  and  yet 
we  are  told,  with  all  possible  confidence,  that  the 
doty  is  merely  nominal.  There  is  a  class  of  men 
whose  sanguine  temper  always  leads  them  to  look 
at  facts  not  as  they  are,  but  as  they  wish  them  to 
be— men,  like  the  French  theorist,  who  was  told 
that  the  facts  did  not  support  his  theory:  "So  much 
the  worse,  said  be,  for  the  facts.1'  Others,  sir,  may 
follow  these  unsteady  and  delusive  lights  of  a  priori 
theories;  for  myself  1  prefer  the  less  brilliant,  though 
more  safe  guides  of  facts  and  experience. 

So  again  of  articles  of  linen — and  silks  and 
linens  are  two  of  the  largest  of  our  imports.  If 
linen  goods  are,  to  any  extent,  excluded,  cotton  sup- 
plies the  only  imaginable  substitute,  and  we  should 
thus  be  compensated  by  the  increased  consumption 
of  cotton.  Yea,  although  I  do  not  doubt  this  re- 
sult, I  would  not  vote  for  a  prohibitory  or  even  a 
protective  dnty  on  linens,  because  I  believe  such  a 
vote  would  be  in  violation  of  the  Constitution;  and 
I  would  not,  as  a  Southern  man,  be  induced  by  a 
present  benefit  to  recognise  the  protective  principle 
at  the  certain  cost  hereafter  of  greater  sacrifices 
from  its  general  operation;  nor  would  I  as  an  Ame- 
rican statesman  look  to  the  special  benefit  of  one 
section,  although  that  section  was  my  own,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  rights  and  interests  of  all  other  portions 
of  the  country.  Snch  a  course  of  selfish  and  sec- 
tional legislation  I  have  too  long  denounced  in 
others  to  pursue  it  myself.  I  would  not  lay  a  hgh 
duty  on  silks  and  wines — nor  would  I  tax  them 
alone— but  all  similar  articles  of  luxury.  A  duty 
of  five  per  cent,  on  a  judiciously  selected  list  of 
free  articles  would  be  all-sufficient  to  supply  the 
public  wants.  Thus  far  I  am  willing  now  to  go; 
and  1  see  the  most  powerful  leasons  for  legislating 
on  the  subject  now.  If  it  is  not  done  at  ibis  ses- 
sion, it  cannot  be  done  before  the  ultimate  reduc- 
tion in  1842;  and  time  should  be  given  to  the  mer- 
cantile community  to  adjnst  their  business  to  any 
increase  of  duties.  It  ought  to  have  been  done  at 
the  last  session,  and  I  have  no  donbt  would  have 
b -en  pressed  upon  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
bat  for  reasons  of  a  political  character. 

I  think  I  have  shown,  as  I  promised  to  do,  that 
there  is  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue;'  that  it  is  pro* 
Tided  in  the  compromise  that  any  such  deficiency 
ah*  11  be  supplied  by  suoh  duties  as  are  now  pro- 
posed on  articles  paying  less  than  twenty  per  cent.; 
luat  this  compromise  is  of  binding  obligation;  that 
tbe  taking  off  duties  from  luxuries  was  opposed  bv 
U»e  anti-tariff  party,  and  the  provision  to  supply 


any  future  deficiency,  a>it  is  now  proposed  to  tup- 
ply  it,  was  inserted  in  (be  compromise  act  at  the 
instance  of  that  party;  and,  lastly,  tbat  if  the  ques- 
tion were  a  new  and  au  open  one,  a  tax  on  luxuries 
is,  on  every  principal  of  political  economy,  and  on 
every  consideration  of  sectional  equality,  the  fair- 
est tax.  I  do  not  doubt  that  I  shall  be  assailed  and 
misrepresented  for  my  course  on  this  subject  by 
thfse  who  are  not  very  scrupulous  in  that  way;  but 
I  have  no  sort  of  apprehensions  on  that  ecore.  I 
represent  a  constituency  who  are  not  to  be  influ- 
enced by  falsehood  or  misrepresentation,  or  I 
should  not  now  be  here.  I  owe  them  much  too 
deep  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  sacrifice  their  interests 
rather  than  encounter  the  ri>k  of  being  misrepre- 
sented. I  know  that  it  is  a  maxim  with  some  poli- 
ticians never  to  do  any  thins  which  requires  an  ex- 
planation. The  rule  of  a  virtuous  politician  should 
be  to  do  right,  disregarding  consequences.  If  I  do 
right,  and  have  to  explain  it  to  a  virtuous  and  en- 
lightened constituency,  I  do  not  doubt  tbat  I  can 
do  it.  If  1  knowingly  do  wrong,  1  never  can  ex- 
plain it  to  my  own  conscience. 


SPEECH    OF  MR.  DAVIS, 

OF  KENTUCKY, 

/« the  Houu  if  Rtpreaentitivta,  January  27, 184 1— On 

the  Treasury  Note  Bill: 

Mr.  Chairman:  Neither  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
sury, nor  the  honorable  chairman  who  has  reported 
the  bill  under  consideration,  proposes  or  considers 
it  to  be  a  measure  to  increase  the  means  applicable 
to  the  service  of  the  year.  Both  the  communica- 
tions from  the  Department  that  relate  to  it,  and  the 
argument  of  the  member,  assume  the  position  that 
the  other  and  ordinary  resources  of  the  Treasury 
will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  whole  estimate  of  de- 
mands upon  it  for  the  aggregate  of  the  year;  but 
that  the  receipts  and  expenditures  will  progress 
unequally,  and  these  five  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  are  only  intended  to  be  available  for  a  short 
time,  in  settling  balances  against  the  receipts  for 
the  first  months.  They  state,  as  facts,  that  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Treasury  will,  at  the  clove  of  the  year, 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  estimates  of  its  whole  ser- 
vice, including  the  redemption  of  these  Treasury 
notes;  and  will,  besides  leave  an  unexpended 
balance  of  #824,273.  I  was  gratified  that  these 
fiscal  officers  proposed  an  adequate  provision, 
without  making  any  charge  upon  the  ensuing 
year,  bnt  this  feeling  has  been  dashed  by  the 
strongest  conviction,  after  investigation,  that  their 
promises  as  to  both  points  are  illusory  and  de- 
ceptive. It  was  the  doty  of  the  Executive  to  sug- 
gest and  request  sufficient  means  for  the  adminis- 
trative operations  of  the  Government;  and,  if  the 
resources  by  which  they  were  to  be  supplied  are 
inadequate,  to  ask  Congress  to  provide  others  that 
wonld  make  good  the  deficiency.  Now,  I  state 
tbat  neither  the  public  service  is  adequately  pro- 
vided for  in  the  estimates  and  specifications  of  the 
Department,  nor  will  the  resources  of  revenue 
relied  upon  by  the  President  produce  the  sum 
which  he  and  bis  adviters  inform  us  to  be  ne- 
cessary. 

The  Administration  that  is  about  going  out  of 
power  has  the  majority  in  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  upon  it  devolves  the  business  of  making 
a  suitable  provision  for  an  adversary  that  has  sup- 
planted it,  to  execute  this  great  governmental  trust 
until  the  close  of  the  year.  &  not  patriotism, 
justice,  and  honor  require  that  the  supply  should  be 
ample  to  enable  General  Harrison  to  discharge 
promptly  and  conveniently  eiwy  duty  devoir ing 
upon  the  Executive,  and  to  preserve  untarnished 
the  public  faith  and  the  public  honor?  I  then  ap- 
peal to  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  if  the  general  average  sur- 
plus in  the  Treasury  of  $824,973,  which  they  pro- 
pose to  create,  is  a  sufficient  guaranty  against 
possible  failures  of  supply,  and  against  ]a<*e,  un- 
foreseen, and  irregular  demands  upon  it?  1/  power 
were  to  continue  in  their  hands,  would  they  ihmk 
it  prudent  to  risk  so  small  a  redundance  of  means? 
The  chairman  tells  us  that  the  Secretary  u  high 
authority,  and  is  entitled  to  our  faith  and  confidence; 
tet  us  bear  him  for  a  moment  upon  this  point  In 
his  communication  to  the  honorable  chairman, 


da'ed  29ib  Decmber,  in  which  he  asks  the  aid  of 
this  very  measure,  he  uses  this  language:  "The 
amount  of  means  might  judiciously  extend  to  the 
five  or  six  millions  which  have  been  usually  kept 
on  hand  in  fotmer  years,  as  a  balance  to  cover  all 
contingencies  and  fluctuations.1*  •  If  to  this  it  be 
replied  that  such  a  surplus  is  greater  than  is 
tolerated  by  "the  policy  of  Congress,"  I  would 
answer  that  it  was  usual,  and  was  deemed  bpth 
prudent  and  site  in  our  better  days,  and  when  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Government  were 
millions  less  than  they  are  now,  or  are  ever  again 
likely  to  be.  Nor  was  the  surplus  ever  intended 
to  be  reduced  below  that  miaimum,  by  the  settled 
policy  of  Congress:  it  was  the  retrenching  processes 
of  ibis  prodigal  Administration,  in  its  reckless  and 
irresponsible  watefu  loess,  in  its  whole-ale  plunder 
of  the  public  Treasury,  that  exhausted  it  and 
brought  down  the  surplus.  But  if  gentlemen  per- 
sist in  maintaining  that  surplus  to  be  too  large, 
hear  the  Secretary  again,  for  another  moment,  in 
terms  precise  and  emphatic:  <lOne  mode,  then,  of 
obviating  any  difficulty  from  that  circumstance 
will  be  to  reduce  the  aggregate  of  new  appropria- 
tions, by  postponing  some  and  lessening  otheis,  so 
tbat  the  means  probably  available  will  be  sufficient 
to  meet  all  calls  upon  the  Treasury,  and  leave  in 
it  an  average  balance  of  about  two  millions.'*  "It 
is  believed,  for  reasons  enumerated  hereafter,  that 
such  a  reduction  is  possible,  without  essential  in- 
jury to  any  useful  object;  and  that  this  balance  is 
the  smallest  which  is  adequate  to  secure  prompti- 
tude and  good  faith  in  public  payments  so  heavy 
in  amount  as  ours,  so  unexpected  at  times  in  the 
demands  for  them,  and  so  dispersed  over  a  wide 
territory.*'  Previous  to  the  last  three  or  four  years, 
the  surplus  was  rarely  ever  below  five  millions  of 
dollars;  within  that  period,  profligacy  has  kept  it 
ranging  between  one  and  a  half  and  two  millions. 
Is  not  the  honorable  chairman  convinced,  by  the 
force  of  the  authority  which  he  commends  to  us, 
and  by  his  own  enlightened  consideration  of  the 
subject,  that  the  proposed  surplus  will  be  too  small? 
Then  let  him  come  forth  like  a  magnanimous  appo- 
nent  and  a  just  and  true  patriot,  and  propose  such 
additional  means  as  will  secure  a  proper  one— 
which  cannot  be  less  than  $2,000,000. 

But  there  are  other  claims  upon  the  Treasury  of 
a  large  amount,  known  to  the  Secretary  when  be 
made  up  his  estimates,  and  not  included  in  them, 
and  to  meet  which,  neither  he  nor  the  honorable 
chairman  proposes  any  supplies  whatever.  Is  this 
omission  caused  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  to 
the  country  a  seeming  and  deceptive  economy  in 
expenditure?  Did  the  Secretary  intend  to  conceal 
those  heavy  demands,  and  throw  them  upon  the 
next  Administration,  without  furnishing  any 
means  to  discharge  them;  or  was  the  Administra- 
tion too  pusillanimous  to  meet  the  responsibility  of 
asking  Congress  to  sopply  the  ways?  On  the  17th 
of  December,  the  Secretary  of  War  forwarded  to 
the  honorable  chairman  his  "estimates  of  appropri- 
ations for  the  Florida  war,"  amounting  to  $2,388,- 
579  75.  Why  this  nnusal  proceeding?  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  head  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish  Con- 
gress with  estimates  for  every  branch  of  the  public 
service,  and  such  has  been  the  uniform  practice. 
H«s  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury  abandoned  the 
Florida  war,  aad  left  the  head  ot  the  military  de- 
partment  (<aione  in  his  glory"  in  its  management? 
Well,  Mr.  Poinsett  wants  supplies  for  this  war, 
for  which  he  cannot  get  Mr.  Woodbury's  sanction, 
and  be  declines  to  approach  this  House  through  its 
official  organ,  tbe  Speaker,  but  sends  his  estimates 
and  his  urgent  request  to  tbe  chairman  in  the  com- 
mittee room  for  those  supplies.  Here  is  an 
anomaly,  and  a  gross  abuse  which  sprung  up 
under  the  late  Administration,  and  which  has  been 
frequently  practised  by  the  present  one,  that  I  hope, 
ere  long,  to  see  reached  by  tbe  hand  of  reform* 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  conformity  to 
all  usage,  sends  to  Congress  his  estimates  of  ap- 
propriations necessary  for  the  current  year.  These 
accompany  the  President's  message,  are  printed 
with  it,  and  spread  before  the  country.  Afterwards, 
the  Secretary,  or  some  other  member  of  the  Admi- 
nistration, sends  additional  estimates  and  requests 
for  millions  to  the  chairmen  of  the  committees, 
which -are  reported  and  voted  by  Congress,    Tkfi 
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appropriations  exceed  ih«  published  estimates, 
bat  these  private,  informal  ones  induce  the  addi- 
tional supply,  and  thus  the  whole  responsibility  of 
it  is  thrown  upon  Congress,  when  the  larger  share 
ought  to  rest  upon  the  Executive.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  this  deceptive,  stealthy  mode  of  obtain- 
ing appropriations  has  been  often  adopted  to  heave 
the  responsibility  from  the  shoulders  of  the  Presi- 
dent. Besides,  such  communications  evading  this 
House  through  the  medium  of  the  Speaker,  and 
seeking  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  cf  Ways 
and  Means  directly,  seem  to  claim  a  confidential, 
semi-official  relationship  between  him  and  the 
Executive  branch  of  the  Government,  against 
which  I  make  my  solemn  protest.  He  is  not,  nor 
is  the  chairman  of  any  of  the  committees  of  this 
Home,  an  Executive  functionary  or  agent.  All 
are  the  organs  of  this  Houte,  belong  absolutely 
and  exclusively  to  it,  and  are  subject  wholly  to  its 
expressed  will;  and  any  formal  and  official  com- 
munications between  the  Executive  Department 
and  these  chairmen  are  innovationary  and  impro- 
per. Information  officially  communicated,  and 
designed  to  influence  our  action,  ought  to  reach 
us  through  the  Speaker.  I  trust,  whenever  General 
Harrison's  administration  may  desire  money  to  be 
voted  for  any  purpose  of  Government,  that  a 
frank,  honest,  old-fashioned  communication,  ex- 
pressing precisely  its  object,  will  be. addressed  to 
the  Speaker  of  the  Hou&e  of  Representatives,  so 
that  the  nation  may  know  and  understand  ir.  But 
this  estimate  of  appropriations  for  the  Florida  war 
is  to  pay  and  supply  troops  that  have  been  already 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  by 
the  President  for  terms  of  three  months.  The 
Secretary  of  War  informs  us  that  one  of  their  terms 
has  expired,  and  that  they  have  been,  some  time 
since,  enrolled  for  another;  and  he  proposes  to 
enlarge  their  number  from  1,500  to  2,000.  Prom 
his  statement,  more  than  a  million  of  this  money 
must  now  be  due,  and  by  the  termination  of  this 
Administration  half  as  much  more  must  become 
payable. 

Is  it  not,  then,  a  bold  and  reckless  disregard  of 
duty  for  the  Secretary  to  neglect,  and  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  refuse,  to 
provide  any  supplies  to  meet  these  Florida  esti- 
mates? It  is  true  that  these  expenditures  have 
grown  out  of  the  employment  of  what  the  head  of 
the  War  Department  calls  the  "sedentary  militia;" 
and  thai,  by  the  terms  of  their  enrolment,  they  are 
not  to  be  embodied,  bnt  by  general  order  are 
'directed  to  pursue  actively  their  ordinary  business, 
and  have  expressly  stipulated  that  they  are,  under 
no  circumstances,  to  be  marched  twenty  miles  from 
their  residence.  This  force  has  been  created  by 
the  extraordinary  power  of  the  President,  and  his 
war  Secretary,  without  deigning  to  consult  Con- 
gress; but  became  they  abused,  or  were  unequal  to 
their  official  discretion,  and  have  constituted  a  large 
corps  in  a  form  not  only  inefficient,  but  ludicrous 
and  ridiculous,  still  the  cost  is  a  debt,  and  as 
such,  good  faith  and  the  public  credit  require  it  to 
be  met 

But  there  will  be  still  other  large  claims  upon 
the  Treasury  above  and  without  the  estimates  of 
the  Secretary.  He  computes  that  the  sum  ne- 
cessary for  pensions  will  be  something  upwards  of 
half  a  million  of  dollars  less  than  was  required  for 
the  past  year;  to  produce  which  result  the  poor 
pensioners  would  have  to  die  at  a  rate  exceeding 
35  per  cent.  But  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr. 
Evans]  has  shown  that  10  per  cent,  per  annum 
is  largely  above  their  diminution  by  death;  so  that 
at  least  $250,000  more  should  be  supplied,  that  the 
plighted  faith  of  the  Government  to  these  recipients 
of  its  justice  and  bounty  may  be  preserved. 
Neither  has  the  Secretary  estimated  one  farthing 
to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  States  against  the 
General  Government,  or  to  pay  private  claims,  or 
to  cover  objects  which,  amidst  such  a  vast  variety, 
might  escape  his  attention,  or  the  necessity  for 
which  might  arise  during  the  session.  Maine  has 
claims,  originating  out  of  her  military  movements 
to  repel  British  aggression  upon  her  territory, 
amounting  to  between  two  and  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars*,  and  New  Hampshire  and  Georgia 
both  have  their  claims.  A  bill  providing  for  the 
payment  of  $0*?  of  New  Hampshire  has  passed 


the  Senate,  and  the  House  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  are  prepared  to  report  unanimously  in  favor 
of  those  of  Maine.  Now  I  demand  to  know  of 
the  gentleman  representing  those  two  States,  bow 
they  can  urge  or  vote  for  the  payment  of  the  claims 
of  their  respective  States,  whilit  they  stand  opposed 
to  raise  enough  of  supplies  to  meet  them,  and  to 
pay  for  the  other  necessary  public  service?  It  is 
neither  just,  patriotic,  nor  decorous.  I  have  not 
been  so  much  surprised  at  the  cold  neglect  with 
which  the  private  claimants  have  been  treated. 
During  the  last  session  all  their  demands,  just  or 
unjust,  were  systematically  and  persevcringly  op- 
posed by  (his  Administration  and  its  majority  in 
both  Houses  of  Congress;  and  so  successfully  has 
this  hostility  been  followed  up,  that  I  do  not  be- 
lieve a  dozen  private  bills  will  have  passed  by  the 
4th  of  March.  Many  of  them  are  of  the  most  just 
and  meritorious  character;  and  some  of  the  indivi- 
duals to  whom  they  are  doe  have  been  banging 
around  this  Hall  until  they  have  grown  old.  From 
year  to  year,  they  have  been  sustained  by  the 
consciousness  of  the  justice  of  their  demands,  and 
by  the  bright  and  glorious  but  receding  illusions  of 
an  American  Congress,  impressed  upon  tbem  by 
the  lessons  of  their  youth.  They  have  been 
taught  to  connect  it  with  the  loftiest  conceptions  of 
ability,  intelligence,  virtue,  justice,  decorum, 
dignity,  and  b"sines3  aptitudes.  But  they  have 
seen  it  gradually  linking  into  degeneracy,  rent 
and  torn  by  contending  parties,  passively  register- 
ing Executive  edicts,  abandoning  its  constitutional 
and  appropriate  duties,  and  giving  itself  up  wholly 
to  cabals  to  control  a  Presidential  election,  tram- 
pling upon  the  Constitution,  disregarding  the  pub- 
lic good,  and  contemning  the  claims  of  private 
justice.  When  these  individuals  have  seen  our 
debates  running  into  io  terminable  vagaries  on 
every  subject  but  the  one  before  the  House,  and 
the  days  allotted  by  our  rules  to  an  adjudication  of 
their  rights  filched  from  them  by  an  unscrupulous 
and  tyrannical  majority,  and  that  time  and  money 
which  justly  belongs  to  them  given  up  to  faction 
and  profligacy,  who  could  be  surprised  that  they 
should  utter  against  us  curses  deep  and  bitter; 
that,  smarting  under  a  sense  of  slight  and  wrong, 
they  should  invoke  some  Cromwell  to  drive  us 
from  the  seats  we  dishonor? 

I  submit  it  to  the  intelligence  and  candor  of  the 
honorable  chairman  whether  for  the  appropriations 
to  cover  these  claims  of  the  States,  the  demands 
of  individuals  that  ought  reasonably  to  be  pressed, 
and  subjects  that  may  have  escaped  the  attention 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  that  may  be 
provided  for  by  the  independent  action  of  Congress, 
the  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars  would  be  too 
large?  Why,  sir,  if  there  should  be  an  ordinary 
degree  of  vigilance  and  fidelity  in  superintending 
the  public  service,  that  amount  would  be  greatly 
insufficient.  In  1838  the  expenditures  exceeded 
the  estimates  more  than  four  millions  of  dollars;  in 
1839  this  excess  was  $1,  360,578;  and  in  1840  it 
was  $2,723,349;  and  in  each  year  the  excess  was 
composed  principally  of  items  that  had  been 
omitted  by  the  Secretary  in  his  estimates.  These 
facts,  with  a  great  many  others,  prove  how  prone 
to  error  is  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  admonish  my  honorable  friend  to  abate  some- 
thing of  the  high  confidence  which  be  is  disposed 
to  give  to  his  estimates  for  the  present  year.  But 
conceding  for  the  present  that  they  are  accurate  so 
far  as  they  go— and  still  it  is  demonstrated  that 
they  are  minus  by  millions,  certainly  not  less  than 
by  the  difference  between  his  estimated  surplus 
and  the  aggregate  of  the  several  items  which  I  have 
here  presented,  and  this  difference  cannot  possibly 
be  less  than  $4,564,306— how  can  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  or  Con- 
gress evade  the  duty  to  raise  the  requisite  supplies 
to  meet  it? 

Bnt  let  us  examine  very  cursorily  the  adequacy 
of  the  provision  which  the  minister  of  finance  pro- 
poses for  the  year's  servive.  He  estimates  a  less 
expenditure  for  this  year  than  what  was  actually 
incurred  during  the  last  by  $3,339,349;  and  if  the 
items  connected  with  the  Florida  war,  which  had 
actually  accrued,  and  were  then  in  arrears,  be,  as 
they  ought  to  be,  computed,  this  excess  of  expendi- 
tures for  last  year  would  be  more  than  $4,000,000. 


The  difference  between  the  expenses  of  the  short 
and  long  sessions  of  Congress,  and  the  diminished 
sums  necessary  for  the  public  buildiua*,  and  to  ex* 
ecute  Indian  treaties,  made  in  the  aggregate,  in 
favor  of  this  year,  abent  f  500,000;  but  in  addition 
to  the  $250,000  which  will  be  required  for  the  pay- 
ment of  pension?,  there  are  other  large  amounts 
which  the  Secretary  has  cut  down  in  his  estimate?, 
and,  as  it  seems  to  me,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  pub- 
lic interest.  Last  year  there  was  appropriated  for 
the  Ordnance  Department  $963,000;  this  year  but 
$766,000.  In  1840,  the  appropriations  for  fortifi- 
cations were  $878,198;  whilst  for  1841  the  Secre- 
tary estimates  $415,500  for  the  same  works.  As 
they  are  all  in  an  unfinished  state,  and  more  money 
must  be  expended  on  each  before  they  are  com- 
pleted, the  reasonable  presumption  is,  that  as  large 
expenditures  would  have  been  required  upon  them 
in  this,  as  during  the  past  year.  But  then  the 
Secretary  of  War  informs  us  that,  in  consequence 
of  these  appropriations  for  the  past  year  having 
been  postponed  by  the  President,  little  or  nothing 
of  them  had  been  expended;  there  is  an  apparent 
necessity  for  enlarged  operations,  and  soma  ex-, 
ceeding  tho?e  which  were  voted  at  the  last  session. 
This  difference  between  the  appropriations  of 
the  past,  and  the  estimates  of  the  present  year, 
might  be  traced,  but  in  a  less  striking  degree,  in  a 
great  many  other  items.  But  let  me  pursue,  for  a 
moment,  this  suspension  or  postponement  (if  the 
term  suits  better)  by  the  President  of  certain  appro- 
priations made  at  the  last  session.  In  his  annual 
message  he  uses  this  language:  "Nor  has  it  been 
found  necessary,  in  order  to  produce  this  result, 
to  resort  to  the  power  conferred  by  Congress,  of 
postponing  certain  classes  of  the  public  works,  ex- 
cept by  deferring  expenditures  for  a  short  period, 
upon  a  limited  portion  of  them,  and  which  post- 
ponement terminated  some  time  since,"  dbe.  From 
the  President's  statement,  every  person  would  infer 
that  this  postponement  had  produced  bnt  an  incon- 
siderable interruption  to  operations  on  these  works, 
and  which,  slight  as  it  was,  had  long  sines  wholly 
ceased.  But  what  is  the  information  given  us  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  upon  this  subject?  In  his 
annual  report  he  says,  "In  consequence  of  the  sas- 
pension  of  the  application  of  fnnds  appropriated 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  works  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  Quartermaster  General's  office,  daring 
the  season  for  active  operations,  little  progress  has 
been  made  in  them  since  my  last  report."  The 
difference  of  statement  between  the  two  Ugh 
functionaries  in  relation  to  the  same  matter  pro- 
duced some  ambiguity;  and  to  clear  it  up,  dns 
House  called  upon  the  President  for  the  true  state 
of  the  case.  Well,  Mr.  Van  Buren  sends  us  his 
message,  in  which  he  admits  that  he  bad  suspended 
the  whole  of  the  appropriations  for  fortifications, 
and  large  sums  for  other  objects,  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  $1,638,317;  and  this  suspension  con- 
tinued at  least  as.  late  as  the  8th  day  of  November. 
Congress  was  shortly  to  assemble,  and  might  be  a 
little  curious  about  this  matter;  it  was  therefore 
deemed  advisable  that  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury 
should  on  that  day  send  a  commuBiearion  to  die 
President,  informing  him  that  the  Treasury  was 
in  such  condition  that  this  suspension  or  postpone- 
ment might  be  terminated,  and  we  learn  of  no  far- 
ther official  action  upon  the  subject.  The  Presi- 
dent had  directed  the  suspension  of  these  appropri- 
ations; and  were  the  officers  and  agents  charged 
with  their  disbursement,  or  any  person  out  of  his 
privy  council,  duly  advertised  that  it  had  ceased} 
The  member  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Dowcah]  on  Tester- 
day  read  us  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
which  he  concedes  that  the  contractors  upon  the 
works  at  Old  Point  Comfort  had  not  been  paid  for 
their  labor;  and  that  they  could  not  receive  pay- 
ment until  the  1st  of  April,  in  consequence  of  the 
President  having  postponed  tbe  appropriation  for 
that  fortification.  Mr.  Poinsett  pushes  thePresi 
dent  still  deeper  into  the  morass.  But  this  is  only 
one  of  the  instances  of  duplicity,  concealment,  and 
prevarication,  with  which  the  Pre  idenfs  annual 
message  teems.  However,  it  is  characteristic;  for 
if  ever  he  has  written  a  single  sentence  thai  carried 
an  honest  purpose  snd  meaning  in  plain  straight- 
forward language,  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  read 
iL    Among  the  reforms  which  I  expect  to  see  in- 
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trodaced  by  bis  successor,  will  be  State  papers 
unambiguous,  frank,  and  comprehensible;  un- 
sophisticated  in  argument,  and  in  detail  of  facts 
presenting  the  naked  and  reliable  truth.  Yes, 
when  President  Harrison  speaks  to  the  American 
People  and  to  Congress,  it  wilt  be  in  language 
frank  and  intelligible,  to  which  every  body  may 
confidently  appeal,  as  the  exponent  of  his  princi- 
ples, and  as  the  vehicle  of  accurate  information. 

But  the  President'*  confidential  officers  have 
presented  to  him  directly  still  stronger  testimony  of 
the  insufficiency  of  these  estimates.  Toe  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  his  annual  report,  says:  "The 
whole  coast,  from  Passamaqaoddy  bay  to  the  Sa- 
bine river,  is  exposed,  on  every  point  not  defended 
by  nature,  to  be  invaded  with  impunity;  and  in  the 
event  of  war,  the  expense  of  attempting  to  defend 
this  long  line  by  troops,  for  one  year  only,  would 
cost  more  than  to  erect  the  works  which  have 
been  planned,  and  which  are  deemed  sufficient  to 
defend  the  several  points  of  attack  along  the 
whole  coast"  Again:  "Durine  your  administra- 
tion, nearly  forty  one  thousand  Indians  have  been 
added  to  those  already  residing  on  the  western 
boundary,  while  the  additional  securities  to  the 
border  8utts  have  not  been  commensurate  to  the 
additional  dangers  to  which  such  an  increase  of 
warlike  and  discontented  neighbors  exposes  them." 
But  Mr.  Poinsett  presents  the  paucity  of  our 
means  in  a  still  stronger  point  of  view.  "When- 
ever," says  he,  "the  condition  of  the  Treasury  will 
permit,  it  is  very  desirable  to  erect  new  barracks 
at  West  Point.  Those  at  present  there  are  dilapi- 
dated buildings,  originally  badly  constructed,  and 
now  in  a  slate  or*  decay,  which  renders  th:  m  as  un- 
healthy as  they  are  inconvenient." 

But  do  these  gentlemen  propose  to  be  any  more 
provident  of  the  interests  of  our  glorious  Navy? 
The  Secretary  of  this  Department  directs  the  Board 
of  Navy  Commissioners  to  make  cut  their  esti- 
mates for  that  arm  of  the  public  defence,  not  accor- 
ding to  its  wants,  and  with  an  enlightened  regard 
to  its  vigor  and  efficiency,  but  allows  them  to  select 
"objects  and  amounts  of  expenditures,*'  within  the 
scope  of  an  inexorable  restriction  to  #5,095,000 
This  arrangement  meets  the  more  pressing  de- 
mands of  the  Navy,  and  leaves  to  be  applied  to 
its  permanent  increase  the  paltry  sum  of  #100,000. 
Now,  sir,  upon  ibis  review,  we,  the  friends  of  the 
coming  in  Administration,  reproach  those  who  are 
going  oat  of  power,  that  they  are  not  making  an 
adequate  and  proper  provision  for  the  public  ser- 
vice; that  they  sacrifice  patriotism  and  the  lofty 
pride  connected  with  national  power  and  glory  to 
a  blind,  despicable  party  attachment,  and  to  the 
Ignoble  purpose  of  embarrassing  the  Govern ment 
of  their  country,  because  it  i*  about  to  be  swayed 
by  a  President  not  cf  their  choice.  And  for  this 
we  are  taunted,  that  at  the  last  session  our  song 
carried  all  the  time  the  popular  burden  of  retrench- 
ment and  economy;  that  we  are  suddenly  me- 
tamorphosed by  the  acquisition  of  power,  and  are 
giving  early  indication  of  a  propensity  to  run  a 
career  of  large  and  extravagant  expenditure. 
Those  against  whom  we  were  lately  hurling  the 
heaviest  thunders  of  denunciation  for  a  reckless 
and  profligate  waste  of  the  public  treasure,  are  now 
attempting  to  turn  this  battery  upon  us.  Let  us 
look  a  lit  le  deeper  into  thti  matter.  Mr.  Van 
Boren  and  his  minister  of  finance  propose  to  allow 
General  Harrison  to  expend,  during  the  next  year, 
in  every  branch  of  the  public  service,  119,250,000, 
provided  they  have  not  over-estimated  the  re- 
sources by  which  that  sum  is  to  be  raised.  And 
how  is  that  to  be  realized  and  brought  into  the 
Treasury  1  Mr.  Woodbury  calculates  the  customs 
to  furnish  #19,000,000,  and  the  sales  of  public 
lands  $3,500,000.  Last  year  the  same  resources 
yielded  #17,120,103,  of  which  the  avails  of  the  cus- 
toms were  about  #14,000,000.  Now,  we  have  re- 
terns  from  the  Treasury,  which  inform  us  that 
the  first  quarter  will  produce  something  more  than 
three  millions.  This  is  not  matter  of  conjecture, 
bat  one  of  the  tests  of  time.  In  December  next, 
by  the  operation  of  the  compromise,  the  duties 
will  fall  off  $9,500,000-,  and  as  that  sum  would 
amount  to  a  pretty  good  profit  upon  the  importa- 
tion of  dutiable  articles,  no  more  of  them  will  be 
brought  m  for  some  considerable  time  before  that 
IT 


date  than  will  be  required  by  the  active  demands 
'of  our  market.    We  can  only  form  opinions;  but 
give  to  these  two  facts  their  proper  consideration, 
and  can  any  candid  man  come  to  any  other  con- 
clusion than  that  the  Secretary  has  greatly  over- 
rated the  produce  of  the  customs?    Can  any  rea- 
sonable expectation  be  indulged  that  the  last  three 
quarters  will  produce  each  upwards  of  five  millions 
of  dollars?    No,  sir;  the  customs  cannot  be  lei  led 
upon  for  mare  than  fifteen  millions;  and,  from  the 
aggravation  of  the  general  contraction  in  our  mone- 
tary affairs  that  will  be  produced  by  the  operation 
of  the  Sub  Treasury,  and  a  general  attempt  of  the 
banks  to  resume  specie  payments,  the  amount 
arising  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  will  proba- 
bly not  exceed  three  million i  of  dollars.    Then,  a 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  of  #2,000,000;  the  esti- 
mates of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  Florida 
servics  being  #2,383,579;  the  amount  necessary  to 
meet  the  claims  of  individuals  and  the  States,  and 
unexpended  objects  of  expenditure,  amounting  at 
least  to  f  1 ,000,000;  and  the  excess  of  the  Secretary's 
estimates  of  the  receipts  of  the  year,  make  an  ag- 
gregate beyond  his  anticipated  surplus  of  #9.064,- 
306.    I  do  not  think  any  candid  man  would  ven- 
ture an  opinion  that  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue 
would  not  be  at  lea* t  that  amount,  and  in  my  judg- 
ment it  will  be  considerably  above  it.    But  the  con- 
dition of  things  will  be  much  worse  for  the  next 
and  subsequent  years,  unless  Congress  adopts  some 
remedial  legislation.    Mr.  Woodbury  informs  us: 
"The  progressive  reduction  of  the  present  tariff, 
which  has  been  gotog  on  since  1833,  will,  after 
December,  1841,  take  effect  to  a  much  larger  ex- 
tent than  heretofore.    Nearly  two  millions  and  a 
naif  of  dollars  will  then  be  deducted  at  once." 
"On  the  first  of  July  afterwards,  at  least  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half  more  of  duties  will  be  remove  J; 
making  an  aggregate,  in  six  month?,  of  quite  five 
millions.    If  the  imports,  then,  should  cot  differ 
much  from  those  of  1838,  this  would  leave  an  in- 
come from  them  not  probably  exceeding  ten  or 
ele  veri  millions  annually."    The  Secretary  presents 
his  side  of  the  case  as  favorably  as  in  any   candor 
be  could;  an  i,  I  have  no  doubt,  gives  us  a  larger 
result  than  will  be  justified  by  experience-    The 
avarate  amount  of  imports  will  not  equal  those 
of  1838,  and  the  revenue  arising  from  them  will 
generally  be  under  ten* millions.     The  sales  of 
public  lands  will  bring  in  about  three  million! 
yearly;  and  thus  there  will  be  thirteen  millions  an- 
nually- to  sustain  this  Government  in  all  its  multi- 
form and  extensive   operations— our    large  and 
ramified  civil  list,  our  Indian  relations,  our  fo- 
reign intercourse  with  all  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
our  army,  our  navy,    our  vast  internal    polity. 
The  Secretary  knows  that  this  cannot  ba  done  upon 
the  scale  which  has  so  long  prevailed,  and  reasons 
with  himself  a  remedy  for  this  state  of  things.    He 
presents,  in  their  order,  issues  of  Treasury  notes  or 
loans — the  distinctive  panacea  of  this  Administra- 
tion; a  recall  of  the  surplus  deposited  with  the 
States;  direct  taxation,  and  some  extensive  modifi- 
cation of  the  present  tariff;  all  of  which  he  re- 
pudiates; and  he  winds  up  by  choosing  "ihe  large 
reduction  of  the  expenditures,"  and  recommends 
that  "the  reduction  be  pushed  vigorously."    As 
our  resources  would  be  only  two-thirds  of  what  he 
has  admitted,  iu  his  meagre,  stinted  estimates,  to 
be  necessary  for  the  service  of  this  year,  to  bring 
down  the  expenditures  to  the  receipts  would  re- 
quire a  reduction  more  vigorously  than  has  ever 
yet  been  seen.   A  person  uninformed  of  the  fact 
would  conclude  that  this  Secretary,  in  his  admi- 
nistration of  his  Department,  muat  have  been  a 
great  friend  of  economy,  and  have  signalized  him- 
self by  the  extent  and  importance  of  his  retrench- 
menu?.    That,  as   he  had  expressed  his  opinion 
with  so  much  confidence,  that  about  thirteen  mil- 
lions annually  would  suffice  hit  successors  to  sus- 
tain this  Government  and  to  foster  and  protect  all 
the  interests  of  this  great  naMon,  surely  it  could  not 
have  required  more  than  fif  een  millions  to  have 
enabled  him  to  effect  the  same  objects.    But  what 
would  be  his  amazement  in  turning  to  the  archives 
of  the  Treasury  office,  to  find  that  this  Secretary, 
I  who  has  been  so  ostentatiously  reading  lectures 
II  upon  economy  to  those  who  are  to  follow  him, 
U  had  in  the  last  four  yean  expended  an  aggregate 


of  |135,679,548?  Be  not  startled,  sir,  His  true, 'tis 
passing  true;  though  'tis  strange,  it  is  wondrous 
strange:  and  thus  this  vast  amount  is  distributed 
through  that  period.  In  the  year  1837,  were  ex* 
pended  $35,281  361;  in  1833,  #37,150,118;  in  1839. 
#36,604,413;  and  in  1840,  #26  643,656;  and  this 
grand  aggregate  would  have  been  swollen  to  #145,- 
000,000,  but  for  the  vigorous  assaults  made  by  the 
Wbigs  upon  the  present  party  in  power  for  its  un- 
prece  Jented  wastefulness;  and  that  the  last  session 
of  Congress  immediately  preceded  the  Presidential 
election.  Bat  there  are  the  unsatisfied  balances 
against  the  Treasury,  untold,  unknown,  but  doubt- 
less sufficient  to  eke  out  that  mighty  sum.  Now, 
in  the  name  of  the  American  people,  1  demand  to 
know  of  the  Administration  what  has  it  done  with 
tiis  immense  treasure?  How  has;  it  been  appro- 
priated, and  where  are  the  commensurate  results? 
Have  our  important  harbors  been  cleared  out, 
buoys  erected  to  warn  the  mariner  from  dangers 
beneath  the  ocean  buried,  and  light-houses  peered 
high,  with  inspiring  gleams  shooting  across  the 
midnight  watery  waste,  to  guide  him  to  his  haven£ 
Has  our  Navy  been  increased  apace  with  our 
growth,  and  kept  folly  sufficient  for  the  exigencies 
of  a  commerce  spreading  into  every  sea,  and  ex- 
ploring every  land?  Have  roads  and  canals  been 
called  into  existence,  to  speed  the  interchanges  of 
intelligence  and  commerce  throughout  this  extended 
confederacy,  and  to  concentrate  its  power  at  any 
point  where  danger  may  threaten  orTits  four  thou- 
sand miles  of  frontier,  of  ocean,  lake,  and  forest? 
Have  our  Atlantic  cities  an  I  commercial  empo- 
riums been*secured  against  sudden  invasion  by  im- 
pregnable fortifications,  armed  with  great  ordnance, 
whose  deep  intonations  mimic  Heaven's  artillery? 
In  this  great  and  warlike  nation,  armed,  in  full 
coat  of  mail,  resting  in  dread  repose,  but  ready  for 
the  shock  of  battle,  desiring  friendly  relations  with 
the  nation*  of  the  earth,  asking  of  all  nothing  but 
"what  is  right,"  and  determined  and  fully  pre- 
pared "to  submit  to  nothing  that  is  wrong?"  No, 
sir,  no;  all  thr so  questions,  fraught  with  so  much  of 
momentous  interest  to  the  American  people,  must' 
be  answered  in  the  negative.  Any  man  not  parti- 
cularly informed  would  have  supposed  that  the 
leading  and  permanent  object*,  the  repairs  of 
the  Navy,  the  gradual  increase  of  our  military 
marine,  the  construction  of  fortifications,  the 
making  of  roads  and  canals,  the  improvement  of 
harbors  and  rivers,  the  procurement  of  ordnance 
and  the  armament  of  our  fortifications,  would,  in 
the  aggregate,  have  claimed  at  least  one-fourth  of 
ths  total  disbursement.  How  would  he  be 
shocked  and  outraged  to  learn  that  those  nine 
great  and  essential  interests  bad,  altogether,  shared 
less  than  twelve  millions  of  dollars  of  that  immense 
expenditure;  and  that,  excluding  #4,400,090  for  the 
repairs  of  the  Navy,  all  the  others  bad  had,  in  the 
last  four  years,  but  #7,553,123  appropriated  to 
them,  without  deducting  any  thing  from  that 
amount  for  unexpended  balances  that  have  re- 
mained more  than  two  years,  and  thereby  fell  beak 
into  the  surplus  fund.  Iu  the  session  of  1839, 
there  was  nothing  appropriated  for  harbors  and 
rivers;  the  last  session,  nothing;  and  the  whole  of 
the  last  appropriation  for  fortifications  was  virtu- 
ally repealed  by  the  President's  exercise  of  the  sus- 
pending power. 

The  Secretary  of  War  tells  us  that  our  situa- 
tion is  so  defenceless  that  we  are  exposed  to  be  at- 
tacked with  impunity  at  every  point  where  nature 
has  not  interposed  -her  protection,  and  that  our 
very  barracks  are  falling  into  dilapidation  and  ruin. 
But  who  can  contemplate  the  condition  of  our 
Navy  without  feelings  of  indignation  and  humility? 
Years  ago,  Congress  directed  the  building  of  the 
frigate  Congress,  and  also  of  six  small  ships  of 
war,  but  so  pressing  and  important  have  been 
other  demands  upon  the  Treasury,  that  no  money 
could  be  spared  for  the  frigate  and  for  one  of  the 
shaller  ships.  The  few  vessels  we  have  in  com- 
mission are  bareby  kept  afloat,  in  a  state  of  great 
inefficiency;  whilst  those  in  ordiuary  and  on  the 
stocks  have  been  slowly,  but  certainly,  going  to 
decay.  Our  commerce  has  been  suffering  for 
the  want  of  a  sufficent  force  to  protect  it,  in  al- 
most every  sea.  About  the  time  of  the  com- 
of  the  commercial  troubles  at  Canton 
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our  traders  to  that  port  petitioned  the  President  to 
fend  a  squadron  into  those  distant  regions  to 
protect  American  interests.  Such  is  the  imbecility 
that  administers  oar  Navy  Department,  that 
though  oar  great  commercial  rival  had  made  a 
descent  upon  China  will  a  heavy  military  and 
marijime  force— though  the  British  merchants, 
from  feelings  of  rivalry,  were  torturing  their  in- 
genuity to  cut  up  the  American  trade,  and  ihsir 
commanders  were  perpetrating  outrages  upon  our 
ships  and  lawful  traffic  by  violations  of  the  laws  of 
nations  and  of  blockade — still  twelve  monthi  ex- 
pired before  the  feebleness  of  the  Administration 
could  dispatch  a  squadron  to  look  after  these  in- 
teresting  concerns.  And  what  sort  of  an  armament 
was  ill  Our  smallest  frigate  and  a  single  sloop 
sent  out  to  protect  our  trade  from  China,  in  a  state 
of  quasi  war  between  her  and  Great  Britain;  and  so 
tardily,  that  they  probably  have  not  yet  reached  the 
theatre  of  their  operations !  A  pretty  demonstration 
of  American  power  and  greatness  was  (his  to 
make  upon  a^  semi-barbarian  people,  in  the  pre- 
sence, too,  of  a  wary  and  jealous  rival,  powerfully 
armed,  and  unscrupulously  using  every  means  to 
eject  u  <  from  the  trade,  and  to  secure  for  herself 
an  exclusive  monopoly  of  it.  Even  no*,  the 
pusillanimity  of  the  Chinese  may  be  awed  into  sub- 
mission by  this  imposing  display  of  British  force 
and  <prowass;  and  they  may  be  negotiating  a  total 
change  of  the  system  ot  their  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  rest  of  the  world,  undf  r  England's 
military  dictation,  when  there  is  not  an  American 
gun  on  all  their  seas,  whose  thunders  shall  awaken 
them  from  the  stupor  of  their  fright  to  the 
recollection  that  there  is  any  snch  country  as 
America. 

It  is,  both  to  our  injury  and  dishonor,  notorious 
that  our  military  marine,  whether  in  commission 
or  in  ordinary,  bears  no  proper  proportion  to  our 
mercantile  tonnage,  and  is  greatly  inadequate  to  its 
protection.    France  has  o,ne  gun  for  every  seventy 
tons  of  shipping— England  has  one  for  every  hun- 
dred tons,  whilst  the  United  'States  has  but  one  for 
every  seven  hundred  tons.    The  application,  too, 
of  steam  power  to  the  propelling  of  ships  is  produ- 
cing a  great  and  radical  change  in  naval  warfare. 
'  In  port  attack  and  defence,  and  for  celerity  and 
certainty  in  coast  descent,  experienced  seamen  ac- 
cord to  steam  ships  vast  efficiency  ever  ordinary 
shipping.    To  a  country  having  numerous  ports 
and  a  great  extent  of  coast,  it  is  of  viul  impor- 
tance to  be  strongly  armed  with  this  formidable 
means  of  offence   and  defence.     Eneland    has 
thirty  two-men-of-war  steam  ships,   France  has 
eighteen,  and  Joe  United  States  has  two  on  the 
sleeks,  and  the  miserable  thing  called  "the  Robert 
Fulton"  afloat.    Gentleman  vaunt  their  friendship 
for  our  navy,  and  their  pride  in  its  glorious  achieve- 
ments; let  them  give  a  more  satisfactory  and  solid 
testimony  that  they  in  truth  possess  (hove  truly 
American  and  ennobling  sentiments,  let  them  vote 
enough  of  money  to  make  a  great  as  well  as  gal- 
lant.   I,  sir,  am  prepared  now  to  vote  three  millions 
in  addition  to  what  has  been  proposed  for  the  Navy; 
and  I  would  sooner  attempt  to  justify  myself  to  my 
constituents  for  that  vote,  than  for  any  I  shall  give 
during  the  session.    They  are  an  agricultural  peo- 
ple, situate  in  the  heart  of  this  Union.    Their  posi- 
tion gives  them  comparative  security  from  foreign 
aggesston.    They  know  that  the  first  onset  most 
be  made  upon  our  navy  and  upon  our  coast;  and 
considerations  coupled  with  their  own  fecunty,  88 
well  as  a  desire  to  see  danger  warded  off  from  their 
countrymen  and  brethren,  prompt  them  to  favor 
measures  that  wilt  fully  streng  hen  both.    They  un- 
derstand that  a  strong  and  effective  navy  can  never 
endanger  public  liberty,  and  is  the  enly,  and  yet  a 
powerful  means  of  beating  back  from  r ur  shores 
the  blooJy  tide  of  war.    They  look  with  fraternal 
feelings  and  win  national  pride  to  those  S<at<s 
which  have  given  to  the  stars  and  stripes  the  best 
and  noblest  tars  that  ever  spread  canva«s  to  the 
battle  or  the  breeze;  and  in  the  fulness  of  their 
hearts  they  desire  to  cover  them   with  the  tegis  of 
the  nation,  and  to  draw  them  closer  to  their  embrace. 
We  hear  ger.thmf  n  on  this  floor  fulminating  war 
a;ainst  England,  and  rebuking  cur  own  Govern- 
ment for  having  borne  so  much  from  her  -  ' 
her  arrogance,  and  hex  thirst  for  do»- '  M   •  *T*dci 
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certainly  have  a  long  and  grave  account  to  Settle 
with  her,  and  she  perseveres  in  still  running  it  up. 
She  has  violently  held  possession  of  a  portion  of 
our  territory  for  a  generation  against  the  clearest 
right;  and  bhe  answers  our  demonstration  of  her 
wrong  by  extending  her  claim  to  embrace  another 
large  portion  of  the  State  of  Maine.  An  armed 
expedition  from  one  of  her  provinces  invaded  the 
State  of  New  York,  cut  a  steamboat  out  of  one  of 
her  ports,  and  perpetrated  the  crimes  of  arson  and 
murder;  and  when  one  of  the  felons  comes  within 
our  jarisdiction,  and,  having  audaciously  boasted 
of  (bis  deeds,  is  apprehended  for  his  crimes,  her 
Minis'er  has  the  boldness  to  justify  him*  and 
demands  his  release  because  he  was  acting  under 
the  authority  of  bis  Government.  She  receives 
our  runaway  slaves  into  the  Canada*,  and  immedi- 
ately arms  and  forms  them  info  regiments  to  keep 
ward  over  our  frontier,  denying  to  their  owners 
both  compensation  and  the  right  to  reclaim  them. 
When  our  ships  put  into  her  West  India  ports  from 
stress  of  weather,  having  slaves  on  board,  the 
seizes  upon  this  property  againtt  the  laws  of  nations, 
assuming  the  extraordinary  position  that  the 
legislation  of  Parliament  can  change  the  principles 
of  that  universal  code,  and  give  freedom  to  the 
slave  the  moment  he  touahes  her  possessions. 
.  Under  color  of  suppressing  the  slave  trade,  and 
other  pretexts,  she  takes  forcible  possefsion  of  our 
unarmed  ships  engaged  in  lawful  traffic,  and  breaks 
up  their  voyages,  to  the  ruin  of  their  owners,  when 
her  real  motive  is  jealousy  of  our  growing  com- 
merce and  to  cripple  it  to  her  purpose.  That  man 
deludes  himself  who  believes  that  fhe  will  retrace 
her  steps,  that  we  can  reclaim  our  territory,  or 
procure  from  her  redress  for  those  other  wrongs, 
except  at  the  cannon's  mouth.  When  has  she 
ever  faltered  in  her  career  of  encroachment  and 
usurpation  in  which,  stimulated  by  her  avarice  and 
rapacity,  her  love  of  power,  and  domination,  she 
has  been  steadily  marching  for  mote  than  a 
century?  At  this  time,  beyond  all  former  periods, 
fortune  seems  to  favor  her  ambitious  projects. 
In  Syria,  and  Turkey,  Noitheru  India,  and  China, 
she  is  advancing  covertly  or  openly  with  a  giant's 
stride,  and  we  are  left  in  doubt  whether  the  achieve- 
ments of  her  arms  or  of  her  diplomacy  are  the 
mos*  signal.  Hers  is  far  the  greatest,  past  or  pre- 
sent, of  all  earth's  empires.  It  is  spread  and  is 
spreading  over  its  four  quarters,  and  travels  wiih 
the  eternal  circle  cf  the  sun  around  it.  Power,  the 
great  corrupting  principle  of  the  heart  of  man,  is 
acting  with  an  energy  without  parallel  upon  her 
ruler%  and,  for  tbe  future,  her  leading  national 
propensity  will  be,  to  plant  her  foot  upon  the 
nations.  How  can  we,  her  greatest  commercial 
rival,  hope  to  elude  it?  Whenever  she  is  engaged 
in  a  general  war,  she  will  not  permit  us  to  enjoy 
the  rich  and  teeming  harvest  of  the  commerce  of 
a  world  in  arms.  Her  usurpation  of  the  right  of 
search,  and  of  declaring  subjects  of  lawful  trade  to 
be  contraband  of  war,  will  force  us  to  become  par- 
ties to  the  conflict.  Sooner  or  later,  from  some  of 
these  causes,  the  storm  will  burst  upon  us,  and  it 
is  the  duty  of  people  and  of  rulers  to  be  prepared 
for  it.  The  way  to  protect  ourselves  and  to  make 
England  feel  the  vigor  of  our  arms,  ia  to  throw 
impregnable  foni  6  cations  around  our  important 
commercial  emporiums,  and  to  build  up  a  powerful 
navy. 

But,  sir,  when  a  Secretary,  who  in  the  last  four 
years  has  spent  one  hundred  and  forty  millions 
of  dollars,  and  yet  left  all  our  internal  channels  of 
communication  unadvanced,  our  whole  defences 
in  such  an  unprepaied  and  miserable  condition,  our 
military  marine  in  dilapidation  and  ruin,  and  not 
aaipgle  great  object  of  permanent  natunai  utility 
to  note  to  the  future  that  Mr.  Van  Buren's  Admi- 
nistration has  been,  gravely  lee! ures  General  Harri- 
son that  ihe  Government  of  this  great  people  can 
be  properly  administered,  and  their  mishty  interests 
adequately  provided  for,  by  an  annual  expenditure 
of  thirteen  millions  of  dollars,  does  it  no*  _, ,,. 
every  unprejudiced  miud  *•  -  *   n  .  S 

pkee  of  impuder-*  „  r  *  most  unparalleled 
in  myst»f  -**»    Nothing  but  his  adrorness 

»  -y1***  me  national  concerns  over  which  he 

a«9  presided  could  save  him  from  the  contempt 
and  scorn  of  the  great  honest  mass  of  his  own 
party.    He  strongly  reminds  one  of  Up  description 


which  Don  Quixote  gave  of  Sancho  to  toe  Dupe— 
"that,  to  judge  from  his  cunning,  you  would  sap- 
pose  he  was  a  knave;  but  then  his  absurdity  will 
incline  you  to  believe  he  is  a  fool."  ,Tois  Secre- 
tary could  not  have  recommended,  a  smaller 
amount  of  expenditure,  even  If  the  prevent  Admi- 
nistration had  been  so  wise,  so  fruitful  of  great  re- 
sults, as  to  have  left  noihing  for  the  next  and  its 
friends  to  do  towards  national  improvement  and 
national  security,  but  simply  to  maintain  oar  in* 
ternal  polity,  and  our  relations  with  the  Indian 
tribes  and  with  foreign  nations.  It  is  Mot  because 
the  large  sum  of  money  has  been  expended*  that 
the  ind«g nation  of  the  pecp'e  has  been  awakened 
againtt  their  incompeent  and  unfaithfol  agents, 
but  that  it  has  been  all  wasted,  without  producing 
any  permanent  good.  It  has  gone  as  the  spoils  of 
victory;  it  has  been  plundered  by  defaulting  officers 
and  unfaithful  employees  in  the  Florida  war,  and 
squandered  in  a  thousand  way?,  whilst  the  Qovfern- 
ment  was  totally  regardless  of  its  high  and  solemn 
trust  in  the  disbursement.  From  the  Presidency 
down,  all  have  acted  exclusively  upon  the  spoils 
principle.  The  benefit,  power,  and  glory  of  the 
nation;  purity,  fidelity,  and  wisdom  in  administra- 
tion; the  security  and  preservation  of  liberty,  have 
been  unheeded;  and  all,  all  have  been  animated 
by  the  sole,  absorbing  ignoble  purpose  of  holding 
on  to  power.  It  would  have  been  cheerfully  eon- 
ceded  to  them  to  have  appointed  their  own  friends 
to  office  had  they  given  to  the  country  good  and 
true  men. 

Bui  it  was  proclaimed  by  their  official  reports  in 
the  Senate  chamber  that  the  officers  of  Government 
were  expected  to  take  an  active  part  in  politics;  and 
those  who  were  daily  deluding  the  people,  by  in- 
voking the  name  of  Jefferson  and  Democracy, 
poured  contempt  upon  his  memory  by  disregarding, 
wholly  his  great  conservative  principle  of  making 
an  active  interference,  by  any  officer  of  Govern- 
ment, either  in  State  or  Federal  elections,  a  cause 
of  removal.  The  appointing  power  never  asked 
"is  he  honest,  is  he  laithfol,  is  he  capable,"  but  is 
he  influential,  active,  and  noisy?— how  much  can 
bis  support  add  to,  or  his  opposition  abstract  fioai, 
tbe  popularity  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  the  party? 
The  incumbents  who  attended  quietly  and  faithfully 
to  their  duties  were  ruthlessly  and  ignominious^ 
dismissed,  notwithstanding  they  voted  in  favor  of 
the  Administrate  n.  That  was  aot  enough;  they 
were  expected  to  give  their  time  and  their  energies, 
their  soul  and  sense,  up  to  electioneering,  to  me 
manufacture  of  popular  sentiment,  to  the  cornp- 
ticn  of  the  ballot-box.  Their  decent  quiescence 
was  treason  against  their  party;  they  were  drag- 
ged forth  and  immolated  open  i's  foal  altar;  and 
their  places  filled  by  unscrupulous,  naeiceaary 
trainbands,  whose  last  care  was  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  stations  they  but  nominally  filled. 
After  this  system  had  been  enforced  in  all  its  rigor, 
and  the  party  leaders  and  apostles  resisted  registry 
laws;  and  every  attempt  to  throw  defences  around 
popular  suffrage,  and  to  guard  its  purify — and  one 
of  their  great  principles  of  operation  has  been  any 
fraud  upon  it — now  it  is  the  height  of  effrontery 
that  they  should  set  up  as  its  special  guardians. 
When  the  people  appealed  to  tbe  Government— 
not  as  an  independent  concern,  but  as  their  agency, 
instituted  solely  for  their  convenience  and  good— 
they  were  sternly  ter/roved,  that  they  "expected  loo 
much  of  Government" — "that  ii  was  the  duty  cf 
Government  to  take  care  of  itself."  Is  it  strange 
that,  under  such  auspices,  the  Government  should 
have  become  corrupt  in  all  its  ramifications;  the 
Treasury  should  have  been  given  up  to  pJonder 
and  bankruptcy;  the  national  defences  abandoned; 
our  foreign  imercour>e  neglected;  the  rights  of  our 
merchants  trampled  upon  by  our  rivals,  and  oar 
ho^or  tarnished;  our  currency  in  hopeless  disorder; 
©of  ©t  edit  and  commerce  piosi rate;  and  our  sys- 
tem fUi  changing  it*  character  of  a  representative 
DemocfsO  l0  an  elcctive  monarch)?  Is  it  vender- 
f  i  i**t  ih*  *  ™ncan  people  have  given  to  the 
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man  of  (he  Committee  on  Finance  in  the  Seuate 
[Mr.  Wright]  concedes  that  we  owe  by  treaty 
stipulation  wi;h  certain  Indian  tribes,  $Q.?00(000. 
Oar  Govern  meat  is  bound  to  advance  ine  money 
and  vest  it  in  annuities  for  their  benefit;  and  the 
convenant  we  have  made  with  these  poor  sons  of 
the  forest  has  long  teen  in  a  state  of  infraction. 
The  sums  we  owe  other  tribes  augment  our  Indian 
debt  largely  above  $3,000,000.  The  amount  of 
unsatisfied  balances,  growing  oat  of  the  Florida 
war,  eur  contracts  for  fortifications,  lor  army  sup- 
plies, and  for  numerous  other  objects,  who  at  pre- 
sent, can  number  the  aggregate?  Tne  systematic 
conceal  men  i,  the  thick  veil,  which  this  Adminis- 
tration has  always  thrown  over  such  "secrete  of 
State/'  must  be  rent  before  it  can  be  (old;  but  the 
most  intelligent  members  of  Con? res^s  compute  it 
at  from  seven  to  ten  millions.  So  that,  beyond  the 
estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  there 
are  present  urgent  claims  against  the  Govern- 
ment for  debt  due,  and  for  the  most  essen'ial  pub- 
lic service,  amounting  to  about  $20,000,000.  If  it 
be  even  possible  to  draft  on  a  miserable,  dishonora- 
ble existence  for  another  year,  with  the  aid  of 
Treasury  note*,  is  it  wise  and  statesman-like  to 
do  it,  without  creating  other  and  permanent  sources 
of  revenue?  This  responsibility  cannot  be  post- 
poned much  longer,  and  yet  no  legislation  that 
can  reasonably  take  place  at  the  next  regular  ses- 
sion can  provide  for  it,  with  any  practical  e fleet, 
short  of  eighteen  months.  By  the  provision  of  the 
compromise  act,  the  credit  of  three  and  six  months 
for  the  principal  amount  of  duties  will  continue 
until  July,  1S42;  any  which  might  be  imposed  at 
the  next  session  upon  luxuries  could  not  possibly 
be  available  sooner  than  the  ensuing  midsummer, 
and  no  considerable  amount  before  the  fall  and 
winter  following.  Then,  postpone  the  action  of 
Congress  upon  this  subject  twelve  months  longer, 
and  it  will  throw  together  upon  the  Treasury,  all 
existing  unsatisfied  baUnces,  and  the  ptesent 
heavy  deficiency  in  the  revenue  for  two  years. 
The  rates  of  duties  will  neccssaiiiy  have  to  be 
higher  than  they  might  now  be  affixed,  as  they 
must  be  sufficient  not  only  for  the  annual  expendi- 
ture, but  for  the  liquidation  of  all  the  debt  that 
may  in  the  mean  time  accumulate.  But  if  we  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  our  position, 
we  mitigate  a  cause  that  must  necessarily  produce 
some  agitation  and  charge  in  trade  and  business; 
and  there  is  time  yet  for  reasonable  notice  to  be 
allowed  to  our  importing  merchant*,  before  any 
new  law  might  be  made  to  take  effect.  They 
could  then  exercise  a  provident  forecast,  and 
modify  their  importations  according  to  the  change 
produced  by  our  legislation — a  matter  of  vital  in- 
terest to  them,  and  by  no  means  of  indifference  to 
the  country. 

The  necessity  upon  Congress  to  raise  more  re* 
venue  is  indisputable,  and  is  daily  becoming  more 
urgent;  and  now  is  the  time,  the  appropriate  time, 
to  eour  npon  it.  There  cannot,  iu  reason,  be 
any  question  in  relation  to  this  matter,  except  as 
to  the  mode  by  which  it  is  to  be  done.  There  is 
but  a  solitary  gentleman  in  the  House  who  has 
proposed  diiect  taxation,  and,  notwithstanding  it 
may  have  here  a  few  more  friends,  it  is  not 
seriously  to  be  considered.  It  is  the  most  expensive, 
vexatious,  and  oppressive  form  of  taxation.  It  is 
ia  confliction  with  all  the  habits  and  feelings  of  the 
American  people,  and  they  will  not  and  ougnt  not 
to  submit  to  it,  except  in  time  of  war,  or  some  other 
extraordinary  and  pressing  emergency.  The  with- 
drawal of  the  deposes  from  the  Stales  is,  if,  possi- 
ble, more  objectionable;  because  that  measure  was 
intended  and  regarded  at  the  time  as  but  another 
mode  of  distributing  the  proceed*  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands;  and  it  was  only  piejudice  against 
the  measure  designed  expressly  for  ihat  purpose, 
'  which  had  previously  passed  both  Houses  by 
the  most  decisive  majorities,  and  its  distinguished 
author,  that  prevented  it  from  being  so  in  form  as 
weil  as  in  substance.  The  money  had  resulted 
from  the  sales  of  the  land*;  it  of  right  belonged  to 
the  States,  and  they  have  so  used  it.  If  Congrcs 
were  to  reclaim  these  deposites,  it  would  be  re- 
quiring from  the  Sale;  thai  which  is  theirs,  and 
which  they  could  not  return  to  the  United  States 
Treasury  only  by  fte  inest  grievous  dmci  taxation 


up  >n  the  people.  Toe  resort  must  be  to  the  long 
approved  and  appropriate  form  oi  duties  upon  im- 
portations. B/  the  terms  of  the  compromise  ac, 
silks,  wines,  and  other  articles  of  luxury  were 
nearly  wholly  exempted  from  duties,  because  none 
of  them  were  manufactured  or  produced  in  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  the  chief  amount  of  revenue  raised 
by  imposts  was  placed  upon  ankles  that  come  in 
competition  with  American  manufactures.  This 
arrangement  was  made  to  afford  to  our  own  manu- 
facturers more  protection  than  would  have  been 
provided  for  if  the  revenue  by  duties  hid  been 
distributed  among  all  our  subjects  of  importation. 
The  compromise  further  declared  that  the  duties 
then  in  existence,  (about  twenty  percent.)  should 
be  redaced  ten  per  rent,  per  annum  until  December 
next,  when  half  of  the  remaining  excess  above  that 
rate  should  abate;  and  on  the  30  h  day  of  June, 
1842,  the  other  half  should  a'so  come  off.  No  ad- 
ditional duties  were  to  be  imposed  upon  luxuries, 
unless  the  revenue  should  prove  deficient.  The 
effect  of  this  arrangement  was,  that  the  articles  <  f 
import  that  pay  the  great  mass  of  revenue  are 
mostly  necessaries;  and  by  its  subsequent  operation, 
in  reducing  the  rates  of  duty  by  annual  instalment  <, 
there  has  been,  and  will  be  from  this  tim?  fonh, 
a  heavy  deficiency  in  the  revenue.  Will  Congress 
meet  ii  by  imposing  da  ties  upon  luxuries  equal  to 
those  that  are  now  paid  by  protected  articles,  or 
will  we  spread  it  over  all  our  importations,  without 
Yegard  to  the  existing  tariff,  or  add  it  to  the  bur- 
den that  now  exists  upon  necessaries?  It  seems  to 
me  to  be  only  necessary  to  state  these  propositions 
to  enable  gentleman  to  choose  between  them;  and 
I  am  astonished  that  there  is  any  diversity  of  judg- 
ment upon  the  subject.  *  A  lax  upon  luxuries  will 
fi.ll  principally  upon  the  wealthy  and  the  prodigal; 
nor  have  they  been  cheapened  to  any  person  since 
they  have  been  admitted  almost  free.  The  consu- 
mers of  necessaries  may  well  object  to  any  more 
burdens  upon  them  until  luxuries  are  made  to  pay 
at  least  equivalent  duties;  and  this  would  seem  to 
be  more  sgeeable  to  the  South,  since  they  would 
fall  equally  upon  every  section  of  the  United  States 
according  to  its  consumption.  But  put  tbem  upon 
articles  similar  to  those  made  in  our  Northern 
manufactories,  and  you  necessarily  increase  the 
price  of  the  products  of  that  portion  cf  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  and  give  them  a  profit  not 
shared  by  those  whose  industry  is  not  employed  in 
the  same  pursuits. 

But  the  North  does  not  insist  upon  this.    Its  en* 
lightened  representatives  on  this  floor,  in  a  spirit  of 
j as' ice  and  good  feeling,  have  most  distinctly  ex- 
pressed their  concurrence  in  the  project  of  im- 
posing upon  all  luxuries  the  same  rate  of  duties 
as  now  exist  upon  protected  articles;  or  they  are 
willing  for  the  additional  burden  to  be  thrown  upon 
the  latter,  at  the  option  of  gentlemen  from  other 
sections  of  the  Union.    It  is  a  principlo  of  justice, 
and  wise  policy  too,  that  all  taxes  onght,  as  far  as 
practicable,  to  be  paid  according  to  the  ability  of 
those  upon  whom  they  are  imposed.    I  avow  my- 
self in  favor,  then,  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard,]  which  pro- 
posts  to  borrow  ten  millions  of  dollars  by  direct 
loan,  and  to  lay  duties  upon  luxuries.'to  meet  the 
deficiency  in  our  revenue.    A  direct  loan  is  al- 
ways the  mo»t  honest,  and  would  now  be  the 
cheapest  mode  of  raising  the  money.    It  is  a  trans- 
action without  any  concealment  or  mystification, 
and  overily  informs  the  people  of  the  true  condi- 
tion Of  the  Treasury.    The  issue  of  Treasury  notes 
is  an  indirect  and   insidious  mode   of  borrowing 
money.    It  has  been  chosen  during  the  last  four 
>ears  for  the  purpose,   and  is  well  calculated  to 
evade  responsibility,  and  to  nidi  from  the  people 
the  zeal  condition  ot  their  affairs.  How  many  Ame- 
rican citizens,  parliculaly  Iriends  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, will  credit  the  statement  that,  by  the 
agency    of  Treasury  notes,    it  has,    fciuce  1837, 
borrowed  (25,000,000;  and,  by  the  bill  now  under 
consideration,  is  proposing  $5,000,000  of  additional 
loan.     It  ought  only  to  be  attempted  when  all  the 
usual  modes  of  borrowing  money  have  failed.     In- 
stead of  alleviating,  it  increases  the  burdens  upon 
the  Treasury,  by  charging  it  with   the  interest 
which  the  notes  bea/,  and  all  the  heavy  incidental 
expenses  of  their  issue.    Bat  when  tore  has  beta 


a  growing  deficiency  of  the  revenue  for  four  years, 
and,  in  addition  to  its  annual  produce,  Mr.  Tan 
Buren  has  expended  twenty-five  millions  of  Trea- 
sury notes,  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposites 
with  the  Sta'es,  amounting  to  upwards  of  nine  mil- 
lions, the  surplus  of  more  than  six  mi  I  Hobs  which 
was  in  the  Treasury  when  he  came  into  office,  the 
seven  millions  of  Government  s'ock  in  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  being  an  aggregate  of 
extraordinary  means  of  more  than  #47,000,000; 
and  when  the  ordinary  receipts  of  the  Treasury 
are  about  to  fall  off  $10,000,000  annually,  and 
the  condition  of  the  country  and  its  great  interests 
are  in  such  a  deplorable  condition— for  the  Presi- 
dent and  his  finance  Secretary  to  propose  no 
remedy  for  this  state  of  things  but  another  i«sne 
cf  five  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  and  for  the 
majority  of  Ci  n  *ress  to  refuse  any  other  provision 
for  it,  prove  an  enormity  of  faction,  a  flagitious 
desertion  of  duty,  a  reckless  disiegnd  of  con-  > 
sequencer,  that  ought  to  draw  upon  tbem  the  un- 
mitigated reprobation  of  the  whole  A  merican  peo- 
ple. When  the  ftiends  of  the  next  Administra- 
tion became  dominant  in  Congress,  they  will 
march  steadily  forward  to  meet  every  proper  re- 
sponsibility. Whilst  they  always  have  been,  and 
never  will  cease  to  be,  animated  by  true  principles 
oftconomy,  they  are  not  to  be  frightened  from 
their  propriety  by  a  senseless  cry  about  it.  They 
understand  that  governmental  economy  does  not  ' 
consist  in  expending  the  smallest  sums  of  money, 
but  in  producing  the  greatest  amount  of  necessary 
and  useful  results  from  the  same  means.  They 
have  seen  this  nation,  with  right  hearty  good  will, 
pouring  forth  countless  treasure  to  vindicate  her 
rights  and  to  redress  her  wrong*;  and  they  are 
proudly  conscious  that  their  constituents  will  hold 
them  now  to  the  performance,  within  the  Constitu- 
tion, of  every  thing  that  shall  be  required  by  their 
safety,  their  prosperity,  their  honor;  their  glory. 
Whilst  we  avow  our  willingness  te  raise  millions 
for  those  high  and  necessary  purposes,  we  pro- 
claim not  one  cent  for  spoils  and  plunder. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  NISBET, 

OF  GEORGIA, 
In  the  House  cf  Representatives,  January  22, 1841. 
On  the  Treasury  Note  bill. 
Mr.  Chairman:  I  voted  during  the  last  session 
of  Congress  for  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes.    I 
was  then  satisfied  of  the  power  of  the  Legislature 
to  contract  a  loan  upon  this  pUn.    I  am  still  con- 
vinced of  the  power.    I  can  uow  see  no  constitu- 
tional objection  to  it.    Having  then  presented  my 
views  upon  this  subject,  to  that  argument  I  have 
nothing  to  add,  and  from  it  nothing  to  subtract.    I 
was  willing  then  to  exercise  the  power,  avowing 
that,  because  of  the  seductive,  easy,  and  deceptive 
character  of  this  mede  of  raising  money,  it  should 
be  resorted  to  with  great  care,  and  only  in  cases  of 
extreme  necessity.    Such  a  case,  I  believed,  was 
then  presented.    The  Government  was,  as   was 
conceded  on  every  hand,  upon  the  verge  of  bank- 
ruptcy.  'She  could  not  wait  for  any  less  rapid 
measure  of  extrication  than  the  prompt  one  pro- 
posed.   I  was  constrained  to  come  to  the  rescue  of 
the  Treasury,  and  relieve  it  from  monetary  and  po- 
litical dishonor.     The  obligations  of  patriotism, 
irrespective  of  all  party  views,  required  it.    In  a 
like  case  of  emergency,  my  conduct  will  be  of  like 
character.    Whether,  therefore,  I  shall  vote  for  the 
bill  now  before  the  committee,  depends  npon  the 
necessity  which  may  be  shown  now  to  exist  to  raise 
five  millions  of  dollars  at  once.  It  is  not  questioned 
that  the  Government  will  need  this  sum  in  addition 
to  the  revenues  which  will  accrue  from  all  ordi- 
nary sources  during  the  year  1841.    Tne  chairman 
of  the  Ways  and  Means  [Mr*  Jones]  admits  that 
there  will  We  a  deficiency,  but  calls  it  temporary, 
and  assur&s  us  that  it  will  be  reimbursed  in  the  last 
quarter's  income.    The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
takes  similar  grounds.     Indeed,  the  very  proposi- 
tion of  the  officers  of  finance  to  borrow  money  as- 
sumes both  the  want  and  the  inability  of  the  usual 
resources  to  supply  it.    To  justify  my  support, 
however,  I  shall  require  the  gentlemen  to  show  that 
the  exigencies  of  the  Treasury  are  so  imperiout 
that  they  cannot  await  the  process  of  a  permanent; 
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and  wise  system  of  revenue.  This  they  will 
scarcely  be  able  to  show:  for,  however  deeply  the 
Government  may  hare  been  involved  by  the  ab- 
surd and  temporizing  expedients  and  experiments 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends,  I  believe  it  may 
be  relieved  without  resort  to  a  measure  of  always 
doubtful  expediency. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  the 
financial  administration  of  the  party  now  expiring. 
I  do  not  intend  to  show  up  its  errors  of  theory,  and 
its  infidelity  in  practice— to  demonstrate  the  exist- 
ence of  a  national  debt — the  amount  or  the  mode 
of  its  origin  and  augmentation.  I  do  not  propose 
to  analyze  the  mystic  and  oracular  report  of  the 
Secretary,  whose  external  aspect  is  so .  fair,  and 
whose  secret  meanings  are  so  various  and  preg- 
nant. Other  gentlemen  have  done  all  ibis.  That 
the  Government  is  in  debt  is  a  postulate — the  only 
mooted  points  are  the  amountsx  and  the  mode  of 
payment.  The  amount  has  been  variously  esti- 
mated from  eight  to  sixteen  millions  of  dollars.  It 
is  to  the  manner  in  which  the  money  should  be 
raised  to  discharge  this  debt,  and  also  for  the  usual 
purposes  of  the  Government,  that  I  propose  ad- 
dressing myself.  This  inquiry  is  important,  be- 
cause it  involves  the  permanent  financial  system 
of  the  coming  Administration;  and  to  Southern 
statesmen,  the  vital  question,  how  far  and  in  what 
form  the  revenue  is  to  be  raised  by  duties  on  im- 
ports. The  tariff,  the  compromise  act,  the  rights 
and  feelings  of  the  South,  are  therefore  brought  in- 
to the  discussion.  Upon  the  question  of  a  revision 
of  the  tariff,  nor  as  to  the  origin,  effect,  and  main- 
tenance of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1633,  known  as 
the  compromise,  would  I  have  said  one  word,  but 
for  the  course  of  argument  and  remark  indulged  in 
by  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rhett.] 
To  him  I  hope  to  be  able  to  reply  successfully. 

Sir,  as  a  member  of  the  Harrison  party,  I  would 
discard  shifts  and  financial  subterfuges.  I  am  for 
adopting,  in  the  very  outset  of  the  new  Adminis- 
tration, a  system  which  will  pay  the  debt  entailed 
upon  the  State,  and  keep  her  out  of  debt-^a  system 
that  shall  be  equal  to  a  supply  in  a  uniform  way  of 
all  the  wants  of  an  economical  Administration. 
The  reliance  of  this  Government  tor  revenue  is 
upon,  1st,  the  public  domain;  3d,  direct  taxation; 
and  3d,  imposts.  Should  the  usage  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  past  years,  in  relation  to  the  public  land?, 
continue  to  be  its  policy  for  years  to  come,  and  they 
should  be  brought  into  market  on  the  most  favora- 
ble terms,  reasoning  from  the  past  to  the  future, 
three  million  dollars  must  be  the  extent  of  income 
from  that  quarter.  The  expenditures  of  the  Go- 
Ternment cannot  fall  below  twenty  millions  an- 
nually. A  very  small  part,  therefore,  of  the 
annual  wants  of  the  State  can  be  realized  from 
the  public  .domain.  But,  sir,  how  long  shall  we 
receive  this  small  revenue  from  lands?  Who 
shall  tell  us  the  destiny  of  the  vast  terri- 
tory of  the  Union?  Who  so  seer  like  as  to  predict 
its  disposition?  A  few  years  may  witness  the  total 
loss  of  this  magnificent  mine  of  wealth;  scattered 
to  the  winds,  dissipated  to  feed  the  aspirations  of 
unhallowed  ambition;  a  bone  over  which  the  mad 
zealots  of  party  fight;  an  interest  which  we  may 
live  to  see  sold  to  buy  the  bauble,  the  Presidency, 
to  amuse  for  a  moment  some  spoiled  child  of  pow- 
er. The  new  States  claim  it  even  now  as  their 
own,  and  threaten  to  seize* it  with  the  strong  arm  of 
their  outnumbering  representation  under  the  next 
census.  And  leaders  of  party— one  at  least — 
would  conciliate  this  Warwick  power  of  setting  up 
and  pulling  down  Presidents,  by  substantially  giv- 
ing what  it  asks,  and  transferring  the  tills  to  these 
lands  to  the  new  States  in  which  they  lie,  alleging 
as  a  reason  that,  if  we  do  not  give  them  the  lands, 
they  will  soon  have  the  power  to  take  them;  thus 
violating  a  trust  to  avoid  a  robbery.  Or  this  rich 
legacy  of  the  old  States,  either  given  in  their  muni- 
ficence, or  bought  with  their  blcod  and  treasure, 
may  be  squandered  by  a  spendthrift  trustee  in  pre- 
emption privileges  to  foreign  immigrant?,  invited 
by  Democratic  cupidity  for  power  to  come  and  rule 
over  us,  and  paid  out  of  a  fund  not  its  own  to 
stamp  upon  our  sjstem  either  the  impulsiveness  of 
revolutionary  mobs  or  the  despotism  of  European 
dynasties.  Or, it  maybe,  the  States,  distrusting 
t'te  JUteLfy  of  the  Government  in  the  management 


of  this  trust  fond,  ail  charges  upon  it  having  been 
paid,  will  divide  its  proceeds,  as  they  have  a  light 
to  do,  equitibJy  among  themselves 

I  will  not  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  pauteto  dis- 
cus?, as  others  have  done,  the  distribution  bill  of 
Mr.  Clay.  Sufficient  to  the  day  will  be  the  du- 
ties it  may  bring  with  it.  I  advert  to  these  mea- 
sures, in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  for  the  cole 
purpose  of  showing  that  from  them  we  have  no 
certainty  of  deriving  revenue  to  any  amount  what- 
ever.# 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  is  the  only 
statesman  of  the  age  who  has  approved  direct  tax- 
ation, in  time  of  peace,  as  a  mode  of  raising  the 
public  moneys.  He  stands  alone  in  this  regard. 
He,  with  his  usual  independence  of  thought  and 
action,  has  ventured  to  recommend  direct  taxes  in- 
stead of  indirect  taxation  by  duties  on  imports. 
But,  sir,  his  system  is  revolting  to  the  feelings  of 
our  free  people.  They  abhor  it  with  all  its  odious 
machinery  and  throng  of  gatherer? ;  its  Executive 
patronage,  its  expensive  execution,  and  its  cruel 
exactions.  It  is  true  that  it  may  be  plausibly  said 
of  it  that  it  is  the  only  plan  of  apportioning  taxes 
with  mathematical  equality  among  the  people;  that 
it  adjusts,  rightly,  the  proportions  of  properly  and 
taxation.  But,  sir,  however  fair  may  appear  the 
reasoning  of  its  friends,  when  drawn  out  with  all 
the  aid  of  figures,  it  is  still  true  that,  in  a  political 
sense,  the  t-cheme  has  the  effect  of  vsstly  augment- 
ing the  taxes  of  A  and  B  against  their  consent,  and 
of  diminishing  those  of  G  and  D,  which,  under  a 
different  system,  they  pay  willingly.  Taxation  by 
imports  is  a  voluntary  sjstem  to  a  great  extent;  by 
direct  imposition,  one  of  constraint.  The  former 
levies  its  contributions  upon  consumption,  which 
is  great  or  small,  according  to  the  means  cf  the 
citizen,  his  whim  or  caprice,  his  luxurious  excesses, 
or  his  necessary  warns,  All  the  tax  which  the  citi- 
zen pays  over  and  above  his  necessary  consumption 
is  paid  voluntarily;  whereas  the  tax  which  the  law 
directly  levies  must  be  paid  with  or  without  con* 
sumption.  If,  indeed,  direct  taxation,  in  time  of 
peace,  were  right  in  principle,  it  would  be  in  vain 
to  attempt  its  adoption.  You  might  as  well  expect 
te  stamp  leprosy  upon  the  body  physical,  as  direct 
taxes  upon  the  body  politic  of  this  nation. 

Whenever,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  need 
more  money  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of 
the  Government,  we  most  resort  to  imposts.  This 
is  the  ancient,  well-approved  means,  adopted  by 
the  wise  fathers  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  perse- 
vered in  by  every  Administration  from  Washington 
to  Van  Buren.  Gentlemen  decry  increased  duties 
as  at  war  with  Sate  right  tenets.  They  cry  tariff! 
tariff!  and  vainly,  as  1  believe,  strive  to  stir  up  the 
South  upon  this  ancient  alarm  note.  Sir,  this  un- 
reasoning, illiberal  panic  device  has  lost  its  power 
at  the  South.  Its  day  has  gone  by;  we  have  be- 
come so  accustomed  to  the  "extraordinary  crises1' 
of  certain  political  leaders,  that  they  are  held  pretty 
much  as  periodical  matters  of  course.  For  myself, 
1  have  thrown  off  the  shell  of  my  political  immatu- 
rity, and  haply  feel  able  to  run  or  fly  on  my  own 
account.  Nor  is  my  State,  fir,  in  the  leading- 
strings  of  any  self -constituted  director.  She  is  free 
in  hex  opinions  as  the  winds  of  her  own  mountains, 
and  steadfast  as  their  granite  foundation?. 

I  shall  show,  sir,  I  trust,  that  I  advocate  no  tariff 
for  protection;  on  the  contrary,  that  the  course  I 
recommend  is'  the  best  guaranty  against  it.  The 
people  who  sent  me  here  are,  as  they  ever  have 
been,  utterly  opposed  to  a  tariff  for  protection. 

'The  public  lands  were  either  ceded  by  the  States  within 
whOM  limits  they  lay  to  the  General  Goreroment,  or  purchased 
(as  Florida  and  Louisiana)  with  the  common  funds.  In  most  of 
the  compacts  of  cession,  it  i»  stipulated  that  the  lands  are  to  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  the  national  debt;  uud,when  that  is 
discharged,  shall  be  held  by  the  Government  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States.  In  the  treaty  of  cession  between  Georgia 
and  the  Government  of  1802,  by  which  she  relinquished  the  vast 
territory  which  constitutes  the  greater  part  of  Alabama  and 
Mississippi,  it  is  provided  that  the  lands  shall  be  charged  with 
the  payment  of  *  1,260.000,  and  the  costs  of  a  few  grants,  and 
shall  then  be  held  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  herstlf  in* 
cl  uded.  So  th  at,  according  to  these  com  pacts,  particularly  that 
of  Georgia,  the  charges  on  the  land  being  satisfied,  it  ii  clearly 
the  right  of  the  Government,  if  thought  advisable,  to  distribute 
its  proceeds  among  the  Stales.  All  controversy,  however,  as  to 
the  power  of  Congress  over  the  territory  of  the  United  State*  is, 
to  my  mind,  settled  by  the  Constitution,  which  in  words,  clothes 
Congress  with  the  power  to  disposeof  the  territory  of  the  Uniisd 
States.  *     •  .     sw    . 


That  opposition  is  stern,  unflinching,  and  univer- 
sal, and  in  times  to  come  will  know  no  abatement 
No  one  from  the  South  has  advocated  a  tariff  for 

frotection.  My  able  friend  from  South  Carolina 
Mr.  Thompson]  has  yielded  no  anti  tariff  principle, 
and  I  am  at  a  )o*s  to  perceive  why  all  this  talk 
about  a  new  tariff.  If  it  be  to  arouse  in  advance 
public  indignation  sgainst  duties  on  luxuries  for 
revenue,  and  ihus  forestall  the  public  judgment,  I 
am  sure  that  gentlemen  wrH  probably  fait  of  their 
object.  My  constituents,  at  least,  hare  the  power 
to  discriminate  between  low  duties  for  revenue, and 
high  duties  for  protection. 

I  am,  sir,  a  btrict  constructionist — a  Tery  strict 
constructionist;  a  Pharisee  of  the  Pharisees.  The 
State  right  principles  I  profess  have  been  brooght 
into  disrepute  by  the  fierce  extravagance  of  ultra 
leaders.  As  by  some  expounded,  they  become 
wholly  impracticable,  and,  if  at  all  available,  make 
our  system  of  Government  too  feeble.  It  is  the 
habit  of  one  distinguiihed  name  to  bring  almost 
every  proposed  power  of  the  Federal  Government 
within  the  range  of  a  consitutional  doubt,  and  thus 
nullify  its  independable  action.  No  one  sustains 
himself  with  more  dialectical  ability;  he  decks  his 
sophistries  in  the  beautiful  robes  of  genius,  and 
gives  to  them  emphasis  and  impressiveness  by  the 
fiery  zeal  of  his  advocacy.  He  is  still  an  unsafe 
leader,  because  the  past  has  proven  that,  with  the 
same  masterly  ability,  he  has  sustained  the  moat 
antagonist  policy.  He  is  a  changeling;  and  has 
the  infirmity  of  being  unconscious  of  it,  or  the 
hardihood  to  deny  it  iu  the  face  of  the  most  demon- 
strative proof.  His  coarse  is  still  a  blazing  track 
in  the  firmament  of  politics;  like  the  meteor,  hav- 
ing no  established  orbi',  but  wheeling  madly 
athwart  the  firmament. 

My  idea  of  State  rights  is  to  deny  to  the  Go- 
vernment all  powers  not  expressly  granted,  and  to 
exercise  fearlessly  and  freely  those  that  arr.  Nor 
am  1  willing,  with  metaphysisal  subtleties,  to  refine 
updn  the  conceded  powers  until  their  utility  is  rea- 
soned away.  Then,  tir,  the  power  to  lay  imposts 
is  expressly  granted.  I  am  now  ready,  under  the 
restrictions  {,  propose  to  stggest,  to  use  it 

Before  entering  upon  this  branch  of  my  argu- 
ment, allow  me  u  digress  but  for  a  moment,  for  the 
purpose  of  saying  that  the  wasteful  expenditures  of 
this  Administration  are  to  be  attributed,  in  part,  to 
a  careless  or  merely  partisan  selection  of  disbursing 
agents;  and  fcthat  this  is  fully  proven  in  the  vast 
sums  expended  in  the  conduct  of  the  Seminole  war. 
The  proximity  of  my  own  State  to  the  Florida  line, 
and  the  part  her  citizens  have  borne  in  the  suffer* 
ingsof  that  disastrous  and  doomed  conflict,  con- 
flict, constrain  me  to  know  and  condemn  its  ma- 
nagement. My  own  State  has  not  been  exempt 
from  savage  incursion,  her  villages  have  been  in 
some  instances  burnt,  and  her  households  butchered. 
To  us  the  parent  Government  has  extended  no  pro- 
tection.   Our  own  chivalry  has  repelled  the  foe. 

As  to  Florida,  after  years  of  suffering,  she  is  snU 
the  victim  of  Indian  craft  and  cruelty;  of  Federal 
incompetency  or  carelessness.  Her  lands  are  un- 
titled, and  her  tropical  fields  yield  no  fruits.  The 
war -whoop  wakes  .the  slomber  of  infancy  unto 
death;  manhood  and  fern  in  alii  v  are  alike  defence- 
less. The  cottage  of  the  woodrman  and  the  palace 
of  the  rich  planter  crumble  before  the  torch  of  the 
incendiary.  The  blcod  of  the  bravest  and  best  has 
mingled  with  her  yet  unconquered  soil.  And  still 
the  Yemasee  warrior  lingers  in  bis  lair.  The  8e> 
minole  bsrdes  still  roam  over  her  plains,  or  skulk 
in  her  everglades.  The'  war  still  rage?,  and  the 
people  suffer.  These  sufferings  are  so  common, 
that  they  seem  o(  late  to  attract  no  attention,  and 
command  no  sympaiby.  The  complaints  vt  Flori- 
da reach  not  the  ear  of  power;  her  agonies  touch 
not  the  hearts  of  her  rulers.  Money  enonrh  has 
been  expended  in  conquering  these  marauding  sa- 
vages to  clothe  the  Territory  in  the  blocm  and 
beauty  of  art,  science,  and  religion — a  richer  bloom 
by  far  than  that  which  a  genial  climate  begets  upon 
her  woods  and  fields.  I  make  these  remarks,  sir, 
not  alone  to  record  my  condemnation  of  the  past, 
bur,  if  possible,  sbo  to  enlist  sympathy  for  the  fu- 
ture. 

Assuming  that  there  is  a  debt  of  theGovenpsent 
to  be  paid,  and  that  the  income  is  not  equal  to  fte 
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iran^s  of  ihe  Government,  it  is  my  conviction  that 
resort  must  be  bad  to  an  increase  of  t'uties  upon 
luxuries,  which,  by  the  compromise  act,  art  free, 
or  bear  a  less  rate  of  doty  than  20  per  cent.  Sach 
an  increase  will  not  be  in  violation  of  that  act,  bnt 
in  compliance  with  one  of  its  express  stipulations. 
I  do  not  make  void,  bat  establish  the  compromise. 
And  the  great  reason  why  I  would  thus  early  com- 
mence the  imposition  of  duties  is,  that  the  act  of 
1833,  not  merely  until  its  own  limitations  shall  re- 
peal it,  but  through  generations  to  come,  in  all  its 
conservative  stipulations,  may  become  the  perma- 
nent policy  of  the  country. 

Before  proceeding  to  show  that  an  increase  of 
duties  is  provided  for  in  the  act  of  1833,  I  beg 
leave  to  say  that  I  consider  that  act  in  the  light  of 
a  compact,  and  that  Southern  interests,  more  if 
possible  than  Northern,  require  it  to  be  so  held, 
and  as  such  religiously  maintained.  It  is  an 
agreement  founded  in  concession.  It  provides 
guaranties  in  behalf  of  the  free  trade  principles  of 
the  South.  It  originated  in  an  imperious  political 
n«<%8fitj;  it  was  devised  in  wise  and  patriotic  coun- 
sels; and  its  result  was  the  arrest  of  civil  strife  in 
its  incipiency.  I  need  not  recite  its  history,  de- 
pict the  evils  it  prevented,  or  aggravate  the  dangers 
to  our  Union  which  it  avoided.  The  passions  of 
that  day  have  cooled  down,  and  we  may  look 
back  upon  it  with  reason's  unclouded  eye.  The 
then  dense  eloud  of  war,  and  the  fogs  and  winds 
and  lightnings  which  it  engendered,  have  passed 
away,  and  we  now  see,  not  darkly,  but  truly,  the 
political  heavens  and  earth.  That  was  in  fact  a 
crisis.  All  men  felt  it  to  be  so.  And  in  its  mo- 
ment of  utmost  and  most  fearful  interest  the  mas- 
ter spirit  of  that  day  came  to  us,  the  bird  of  recon- 
ciliation, with  the  olive  bough  in  his  beak.  The 
fiery  and  proud  spirits  of  the  South  accepted  the 
oYermre  of  harmony,  and  this  act  was  the  result. 
It  is  an  agreement,  sir,  not  to  subsist  for  its  term 
of  legislative  being  only,  but  settling  principles  of 
perpetual  obligation.  The  gentleman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat  [Mr.  Brett]  denies  that  it  is 
obligatory  upon  us.  He  says,  and  says  truly,  that 
the  Congress  of  1833  could  not  bind  that  olf  1841; 
and  that  the  act  is  now  subject  to  repeal.  Sir,  I 
know  one  Congress  by  a  mere  act  of  legislation, 
cannot  bind  another.  The  gentleman  is  right 
technically;  but,  sir,  the  act  of  '33  is  binding  in  a 
higher  view  of  the  subject.  It  is  obligatory  ac- 
cording to  all  the  requirements  of  good  faith,  honor, 
and  honesty.  In  what  light  did  the  men  of  that  day 
view  ill  Did  not  the  Null  triers  of  South  Carolina 
accept  it  as  satisfactory?  Did  they  not  haul  down 
their  palmetto  banner,  rescind  their  ordinances, 
and  disband  their  forces?  Yes,  sir,  they  did.  And 
it  was  npon  sufficient  consideration;  or  otherwise 
they  are  open  to  the  imputation  of  abandoning  re- 
crtantly  the  lofty  ground  tbey  had  taken. 

[Mr.  Rhxtt  here  remarked  that  Mr.  Calhoun 
avowed,  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  that  he  did  not 
hold  the  act  of  '33  so  far  obligatory  as  not  to  be 
subject  to  repeal  or  modification.] 

It  matters  not,  sir;  he  accepted  it,  and  so  did 
his  friends;  and  they  have  acquiesced  in  its  provi- 
sions from  that  day  to  this — all,  sir,  except  my 
friend,  [Mr.  Rhett  ]  He,  I  know,  never  did  ac- 
cept it.  He,  (to  u?e  a  phrase  peculiar  to  a  man  at 
the  other  end  of  this  Capitol,)  ''solitary  and  alone," 
resisted,  in  the  midst  of  his  friends,  the  rescinding 
the  celebrated  Carolina  ordinances.  He  is,  there- 
fore, now  consistent. 

Viewing  it,  then,  as  a  compact,  one  of  its  stipu- 
lations is  in  the  following  word?,  to  wit: 

"Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  bo  bo  con- 
•troedasio  prevent  the  passage  of  any  act  prior  to  the  30th 
Amy  of  Jane,  1842,  In  the  contingency  either  of  excess  or  defi- 
ciency of  revenue,  altering  the  rate*  of  duties  on  article*  which, 
by  the  aforesaid  act  of  14th  July,  1032,  are  subject  to  a  leas  rata 
or  dutv  than  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  in  such  manner  as  not  to 
axceed  that  rate,  and  so  as  to  adjust  the  revenue  to  either  of  said 
contingencies."— See  sec.  6,  act  183). 

The  30th  Jane,  1849,  is  the  time  at  which  the 
compromise  act  expires.  Before  that  time,  yon 
perceive,  sir,  that  provision  is  made  for  altering 
the  rate  of  duties,  in  the  contingency  of  excess  or 
deficiency  of  revenue;  that  is,  if  before  the  30th  of 
June,  1849,  the  wants  of  the  Government  sbonld  re- 
qnire  more  money  than  would  be  raised  under  the  act, 
provision  is  made  for  s applying'  that  want  by  the 
rmpoeition  of  additional  dmiet.     Not  only  so,  but 


the  act  itself  prescribes  (he  articles  upon  which  the 
duties  shall  be  imposed,  and  limits  the  height  of 
them.  6nch  is  the  contract.  The  contingency  an- 
ticipated has,  in  fact,  occurred;  there  is  a  deficiency 
of  revenue;  the  debts  of  the  Government  cannot 
be  paid.  Indeed,  independent  of  any  debt,  the  or- 
dinary wants  of  an  economical  Administration  can- 
not be  supplied  by  the  revenue  which  is  forthcom- 
ing under  the  act.  The  iccome  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  still  to  be  reduced  by  the  necessary  opera- 
tion of  that  act,  because  it  cuts  down  all  duties,  by 
30ihJone,  1849,  to  90  per  cent.  Each  following 
year,  the  deficiency  will  increase,  necessarily,  until 
1842.  And,  making  all  allowance  for  increased 
importation^  I  have  no  idea  but  that  the  deficiency 
in  both  1841  and  1842*will  be  very  great.  Now,  sir, 
it  is  to  supply  this  deficiency,  and  pay  the  national 
debt,  that  1  would  lay  new  duties.  Are  we  not  per- 
mitted, nay,  sir,  is  it  not  one  of  the  imperative  ob- 
ligations of  the  compact,  to  do  so?  What  becomes, 
then,  of  the  idea  of  gentlemen,  that  we  interfere 
with  the  compromise.  These  demonstrations,  I  ap- 
prehend, are  designed  only  to  excite  a  uniform  op- 
position to  what,  I  trust,  will  be  the  policy  of  the 
Harrison  party  in  relation  to  revenue.  That  poli- 
cy, I  believe,  ought  and  will  be  to  raise  the  money 
necessary,  by  imposts  upon  luxuries  that  are  un- 
protected, in  addition  to  the  amount  that  may  come 
in,  according  to  the  minimum  rates,  under  the  act 
of  1833.  It  would  seem,  sir,  that  the  manufac- 
turers themselves,  if  any  body,  ought  to  complain 
of  a  disregard  of  the  compromise;  yet  they  com- 
plain not.  The]  complaint  comes  from  the  alarm- 
ists of  the  South';  that  South  which,  I  am  prepared 
to  show,  holds  a  deeper  stake  in  the  solemn  gua- 
ranties of  the  compromise  than  any  other  section 
-of  the  Union. 

1  By  the  section  of  the  act  of  1833  which  I  have 
read,  you  will  perceive  that  the  articles  made*  du- 
tiable by  new  legislation  are  such  as,  by  the  act  of 
1839,  bear  a  less  rate  of  duty  than  20  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.  Upon  no  other  articles  can  you  lay  du- 
ties; and  it  is  only  upon  them,  or  rather  principally 
upon  sach  articles  as  bear  no  duty,  that  a  doty  is 
proposed  to  be  laid.  Of  course,  no  free  article  is 
protected,  nor  are  such  as  bear  a  duty  of  less  than 
twenty  per  cent.;  for  it  is  admitted  that  even  twen- 
ty per  cent,  affords  no  protection.  If,  thererore, 
you  this  day  readjust  the  duties  on  this  cla<s  of  ar- 
ticles, you  pass  no  tariff  act  for  protection;  and 
such  rate  of  duty  as  I  am  willing  to  lay,  such  as 
would  raise  ample  revenue,  would  not  at  all  affect 
even  the  importation. 

Those  articles  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  lay 
duties  are  silks  and  wines,  and  some  others,  being 
luxuries  The  importation  of  silks  from  France  is 
very  great.  The  average  imports  from  France  and 
her  West  India  dependencies  annually  amount  to 
about  f  1 1,000,000.  This  enormous  trade  pays  no 
tax.  It  would  seem  bnt  reasonable  from  this 
source  to  realize  revenue.  But. it  is  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Rhxtt)  that 
a  dnty  upon  silks  would  injure  the  Sooth.  His  ar- 
gument is  brifly  this:  A  duty  upon  goods  imported 
from  a  foreign  State  affects  our  own  exports  to  that 
State,  by  reducing  them.  France  is  a  market  for 
the  cotton  of  the  South,  which  she  pays  for  by 
sending  us  her  silks  and  wines;  if  we  tax  her  silks 
and  wines,  it  will  operate  as  a  tax  upon  the  export 
of  cotton,  and  thereby  reduce  the  amount  of  it. 

Let  us  look  into  this  argument,  and  see  how  far 
the  principle  assumed  be  true,  and  how  far  it  is  ap- 
plicable to'  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
France.  The  position,  I  conceive,  sir,  is  just  in 
two  contingencies.  If  the  duties  upon  the  imports 
are  so  large  as  to  amount  to  a  prohibition,  it  may 
be  conceded  at  once  that  it  will,  in  ordinary  case*, 
prevent  exportation;  or,  if  the  exports  and  imports 
are  cqnal  to  the  extent  that  the  duty  diminishes  the 
importation  by  lessening  the  consumption,  will 
usually,  though  by  no  means  necessarily,  reduce 
the  export.  Now,  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
seemed  to  assume  that  we  propose  to  lay  such  a 
duty  on  silks  as  would  amount  to  a  prohibition, 
and  upon  that  assumption  there  might  be  force  in 
it.  But  not  so;  no  one  has  dreamed  of  such  a  du- 
ty. The  highest  rale  of  duty  suggested  by  any  one 
is  twenty  per  cent.;  and  I  believe  half  that  amount 
would  be  sufficient.    The  gentleman  has  wholly 


failed  to  show  that  such  duties  would  affect  at  all 
the  consumption  of  silks  in  the  United  States.  No, 
sir;  a  moderate  duly  would  not  at  all  affect  the  im- 
port, because  the  consumption  would  be  undimi- 
nished- Our  belles  and  beauties,  our  dames  and 
their  daughters,  will  still  flourish  in  flounces,  fur- 
belows and  silks.  The  wealthy,  who  are  the  con- 
sumers mainly  of  silk  goods,  would  not  regard  a 
•  small  increase  of  price.  Pride,  fashion,  and  vani- 
ty, would  still  ask  their  supplies,  and  take  no  de- 
nial. , 

If  the  gentleman  will  lay  duty  on  no  article  that 
is  paid  for  in  whole  or  in  part  by  American  cot- 
tons, why  then  he  will  never  lay  one;  bis  position 
will  drive  him  necessarily  from,  imposts  to  direct 
taxation;  for  be  knows  well  that  cotton,  in  our 
commerce  with  the  world,  pays,  in  some  degree, 
and  indeed  in  great  part,  for  all  our  imports. 
When  asked  by  his  colleague  [Mr.  Thompson]  to 
name  an  article  that  was  not  so  paid  for,  my  friend 
was  wisely  silent. 

Nor,  sir,  are  the  imports  from  and  exports  to 
Franee  so  nearly  equal  as  to  endanger  our  cotton 
trade.  On  the  contrary,  the  balance  of  trade  is 
largely  against  us.  And  this  fact  must  demolish 
wholly  the  argument  of  the  gentleman.  The  en- 
tec  export  from  the  United  States  to  France,  com- 
posed principally  of  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco, 
amounts  to  about  (19,000,000;  and  the  importa- 
tions from  France  and  her  West  India  dependen- 
cies to  about  #33,000,000— leaving  a  balance 
against  us  of  (14,000,000;  which  balance  is  paid 
by  an  export  of  specie.  Now,  sir,  before  it  is  pos- 
sible te  affect  our  cotton  trade  with  France,  the 
consumption,  and,  consequently,  the  importation, 
of  her  silks  and  wines,  dbc.  mast  be  reduced  more 
than  (14,000,000.  No  rate  of  duty  that  I  shall 
ever  consent  to  impose,  and  none  that  an  economi- 
cal Administration  may  demand,  can  ever  thus  les- 
sen the  importation  of  French  goods. 

Again,  air,  the  cotton  which  we  send  to  France 
is  consumed  by  her  own  people  principally,  and 
that  demand  must  continue  irrespective  of  any  fo- 
reign demand  for  her  silks  and  wines.  And  eon- 
ceding,  only  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that  a 
duty  as  proposed  would  lessen  the  consumption  of 
silks,  I  believe  in  the  same  ratio  would  it  increase 
the  consumption  of  cotton  fabrics.  If  silks  are  ex- 
cluded, cotton  will  become  the  apparel  of  the  rich 
as  well  as  the  poor.  We  are  under  no  obligation, 
either,  sir,  of  commercial  courtesy  to  France;  for 
shs  levies  a  duty  at  her  own  ports  upon  American 
cottons — and  that  a  discriminating  duty,  it  being 
more  than  she  levies  upon  Egyptian  cotton. 

Now,  sir,  inasmuch  as  the  Government  is  in 
debt,  you  must  either  pay  its  obligations  honestly  or 
continue  them  by  loans;  to  pay  them,  the  present 
and  prospective  income  is  inadequate.  You  must, 
therefoie,  open  up  new  sources  of  income.  What 
will  be  your  resort?  Doubtless  new  duties  upon 
imports;  and,  if  driven  to  this,  you  are  to  deter- 
mine whether  you  will  impose  them  upon  luxuries, 
which  are  free,  or  increase  them  upon  necessaries, 
already  heavily  burdened;  that  is,  whether  you  will 
tax  the  lich  or  the  poor.  Will  you  grind  the  poor 
man's  face  by  your  legislation,  and  mollify  the 
sleek  cheek  of  wealth  with  the  oil  of  exemption? 
Sir,  I  never  have  raised  shouts  to  poverty,  enlisting  * 
ils  honest  zeal  in  behalf  of  either  men  or  measures 
—decrying  its  imaginary  oppressions  and  alienating 
the  different  orders  of  society.  I  have  never  la- 
bored to  arm  the  poor  against  the  rich,  to  array 
vice  against  virtue,  and  ignorance  against  know- 
ledge. I  have  considered  a  diversity  of  estate  an 
unavoidable  condition  of  all  social  organization, 
and  that  one  of  the  highest  obligations  of  patriotism 
is  to  improve  all  grades,  and,  if  possible,  to  harmo- 
nize alt  orders  of  men.  I  have  ever  claimed,  and 
shall  always  claim,  that  American  citizens  shall  be 
equal  under  the  law.  It  was  said  in  triumph  in 
France,  at  the  adoption  of  her  amended  constitu- 
tion, "all  Frenchmen  are  equal  under  the  law."  It 
was  not  the  fact.  I  doubt  if  France  ever  realizes 
so  almost  divine  a  consummation.  We, sir,  with 
more  propriety,  claim  for  all  our  people  political 
equality.  We  practise,  with  nearer  approaches  to 
jruthfulness  the  sublime  doctrines  of  civil  equality; 
and  yet  we  have  not  attained  to  this  high  state  of  po- 
lite*! perfectibility.  Our  people  are  unequally  taxed, 
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The  burdens  of  Government  are  not  equal,  nor  ai° 
the  benefits.  The  luxuries  of  the  rich,  many  of 
them,  pay  no  duty,  whilst  the  necessities  of  the  poor 
are  all  taxed.  By  the  tariff  lairs  of  this  Union,  (he 
silken  drapery  which  envelopes  the  gorgeous  couch 
of  the  rich  man  pays  no  tax;  whilst  the  cold  thin 
mattress  and  scant  blankets  of  the  poor  bear  a  hea- 
vy duty.  Strange,  sir,  yet  true.  I  have  always 
considered  the  exemption  of  luxuries  as  one  of  the 
anomalies  of  Republican  legislation;  and  have 
wondered,  often  wondered,  how  so  much  of  practi- 
cal oppression  could  have  been  so  lorg  tolerated. 
It  is  now  lime  to  amend,  if  not  atone  fur,  the  er- 
rors of  the  past. 
>  Gentlemen  may  talk. of  reform;  we  invite  them 
to  the  work  here.  They  are  the  friends  of  the  poor, 
bow  is  the  time  most  gloriously  to  signalize  their 
regard.  We  ask  the  poor  man'*  friend  to  attest  the 
sincerity  of  his  professions  by  his  deeds.  The  wine 
that  gladdens  the  heart  of  wealth,  and  maketh  mer- 
ry the  board  of  his  festivity;  the  silks  which  high- 
bred women  wear;  and  the  spices  which  stimulate 
the  sated  palate  of  the  luxurious  gourmand,  aie 
now  proposed  to  be  moderately  taxed.  Sir,  you 
must  do  this,  or  raise  your  money  from  'he  over- 
wrought muscles,  the  blood  and  bones  of  laborious 
poverty.  W*  shall  see,  sir,  who  are  in  truth  the 
friends  of  the  poor. 

The  rate  of  duty  will  be  regulated  by  the  amount 
of  money  requirrd.  I  have  already  staled  that  I 
am  opposed  to  all  duties  bnt  for  revenue;  and  I 
now  say  I  will  vote  «nly  for  so  much  revenue  to  be 
raised  as  will  pay  the  expenses  of  an  economical 
administration.  The  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment ought  and  I  hope  will  be  reduced.  We  are 
not  now  called  upon  to  vote  any  specific  amount  of 
duties;  the  proposition  is,  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  be  instructed  to  report  what 
amount  may  be  required.  Sir,  whenever  this  bill 
is  brought  forward,  I  shall  not  support  it  if  it 
raises  one  dollar  more  thin  will  pay  the  national 
debt  and  sustain  the  Government.  The  public 
debt  must  be  first  ascertained,  and  the  estimates  of 
.  the  expenditure  furnished.  1  am ,  therefore,  pledged 
to  support  no  bill  which  does  not  fall  within  the 
position"  I  now  assume. 

The  member  from  South  Carolina  remarked 
that  be  was  at  a  loss  to  know  the  reason  why  du- 
ties were  now  proposed  to  be  laid,  until  he  heard  it 
alleged  in  the  Senate  that  more  revenue  would  he 
necessary  to  supply  the  deficit  in  the  public  income, 
occasioned  by  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands.  For  myself,  I  am  influenced  by 
no  such  reason.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  said,  and 
reiterated  daily,  that  high  tariffs  and  profuse  ex- 
penditures, each  begetting  the  other,  will  be  amopg 
the  leading  measures  of  the  new  Administration. 
For  one,  I  do  not  believe  it.  Whether  the  distri* 
bcttion  measure  prevails  or  not,  it  is  apparent  to  all 
that  the  Government  must  have  more  means. 
That  necessity  ought  to  b<*,  by  candid  men,  consi- 
dered as  sufficient  reason  for  a  revision  of  our  im- 
post laws. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  been  greatly  surprised  to 
find  leading  Southern  statesmen  so  willing  to  relax 
the  obligations  of  the  compromise;  obligations  so 
essential  to  Southern  interests.  I  remarked  before 
that,  in  that  agreement,  are  to  be  found  the  strong- 
est guarantees  against  protective  duties.  In  it  are 
stipulations  conservative  of  Southern  principles. 
Whether  it  was  originally  just  to  the  South  or  not, 
it  is  useless  now  to  acquire.  She  has  acquiesced 
in  it,  and  so  have  the  manufacturers.  Interests 
have  grown  up  under  it  which  we  may  not  now 
rightfully  disturb;  the  benefits  provided  for  the 
North  have  been  secured.  The  manufacturing  in- 
terests, I  am  induced  to  believe,  are  satisfied  with 
the  protection  it  affords  them;  they  desire  no 
change.  And  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  con- 
ditions favorable  to  the  South  are  beginning  to  be 
operative.  Our  guarantees  are  now  to  be  availa- 
ble; and  shall  we  cast  them  off,  by  an u oiling  the 
compact?  No,  sir;  rather  let  us  ratify  it  anew,  by 
now  acting  under  its  provisions.  What  are  some 
of  those  conservative  guarantees)  I  call  your  at* 
tention  to  one,  sir,  of  vast  moment,  which,  if  faith- 
fully observed,  will  quiet  forever  the  exciting  and 
topic  of  protective  duties.  One  of  the  covenants  of 
fhe  contract  ^  that  "until  the  30th  June,  1842,  the 


duties  imposed  by  existing  laws,  as  modified  by 
this  act,  shall  remain  and  continue  to  be  collected; 
and  from  and  after  the  day  aforesaid,  seen  duties 
shall  be  laid  for  the  purpose  of  raising  such  reve- 
nue as  may  be  necessary  to  an  economical  admi- 
nistration of  the  Government."— See  3i  sec.  act 
1833. 

Now,  sir,  you  perceive  that,  by  virtue  of  the 
compromise  act,  it  is  the  st  lcmn  pledge  of  the  par- 
ties thereto,  that,  from  and  after  the  30ih  June, 
1842,  no  duties  shall  be  laid  but  for  revenue.  Not 
only  8r;  but  that  the  amount  of  such  revenue  sha!l 
be  limited  to  the  wants  of  an  economical  adminis- 
tration. 

The  principle  of  protection  is  discarded.  No 
one  can  rise  up  after  '42  and  ask  fox  protection. 
The  North  is  estopped.  The  South  can  point  to 
the  agreement,  and  demand  that  duties  shall  be 
limited  to  purposes  of  revenue;  not  only  so,  but 
that  the  revenue  shall  not  exceed  the  limits  of  a 
just  economy.  A  power  to  lay  duties  for  revenue 
never,  has  been  denied  to  Congress.  It  was  aeainst 
a  perversion  of  this  power,  sir,  that  my  own  State 
and  all  the  South  rebelled.  It  was  the  doctrine  of 
protection,  as  held  by  the  manufacturers  and  those 
who  represented  them,  that  stirred  the  ire  of  my 
constituents  and  awakened  the  burning  eloquence 
of  such  men  as  Cobb  and^Crawford,  McDufhe  and 
Hayne. 

Suppose,  sir,  that  these  principles  shall  prevail; 
that  the  compromise  is  observed;  that  duties  in 
times  to  come  shall  be  laid  only  for  revenue; 
where  is  the  politician  so  fastidious  as  to  complain? 
Will  not  peace  rule  in  our  councils,  and  fraternal 
feeling  pervade  all  sections]  If,  sir,  economy  in 
public  a rlairs,  which  shall  confine -appropriations 
to  constitutional  objects,  and  revenue  only  for  the 
public  wants,  are  the  guiding  stars  of  the  Harri- 
son Administration,  let  no  man  fear  that  the  ship  of 
State  will  not  sail  over  prosperous  seas  beneath  be- 
nignant .skies.  Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  yield 
the  obligatory  power  of  the  act  of  '33?  To  yield 
in  the  moment  of  victory  the  fruits  of  the  war;  ta 
open  again  the  fountains  of  strife;  to  loose  the 
elements  of  commotion,  now  happily  tied  up;  and 
invite  the  storm  and  court  the  tempest?  Now  is 
the  lime  for  the  Harrison  party  to  identify  itself 
with  the  principles  of  that  act.  They  should  be 
now  affirmed;  we  ought  to  be  committed  upon 
them.  And  the  most  effectual  mode  of  identifica- 
tion is,  to  start  our  revenue  system  according  to  its 
provisions,  by  laying  duties  now  on  unprotected 
articles.  Now  is  the  time  to  stereotype  the  com- 
promise. 

To  avoid  a  protective  tariff,  it  is  necessary  to 
condemn  it  before  the  compromise  expires.  I 
would  proclaim  it  to  the  people  of  my  own  State. 
I  desire  it  to  be  known  all  over  that  runny  land, 
from  her  mountains  to  the  sea,  that  now  is  the 
time  to  act  upon  this  great  question.  It  was  ?aid 
in  the  late  canvass,  that  Harri-on,  the  honest,  va- 
liant, and  successful  Whig  candidate,  was  a  tariff 
man.  The  reply  we  made,  sir,  was,  that  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  principles  settled  in  the  compromise. 
Upon  this  explanation  we  triumphed.  And  now 
who  shall  object,  when  he  confirms  what  we  then 
said  of  him?  Of  his  friends,  no  one;  of  his  ene- 
mies of  course  all. 

We  should  not  wait  until  after  June,  '42,  to 
arrange  the  revenue,  because  then  it  will  be  said, 
the  compromise  having,  ceased  by  its  own  limita- 
tions, the  whole  subject  of  protection  is  open. 
Attempt,  then,  to  lay  imposts,  and  you  encounter 
the  conflictipg  interests  of  the  whole  Union,  Every 
article  of  domestic  manufacture  will  demand  pro- 
tection; capital  will  wield  its  might  against  tree 
trade;  selfishness  will  clamor  for  legislative  boun- 
ties. Discriminate,  then,  you  must.  Angry  pas- 
rions  will  again  mingle  in  your  councils;  State  au- 
thority may  again  array  itself  against  Federal  law; 
the  cannon  of  the  Union  may  ?gai»  be  pointed 
against  some  Southern  city,  and  there  may  be  none 
so  potent  as  to  command  the  jarring  elements  into 
peace. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  LANE, 

OF  INDIANA, 
/it  the  Houu  of  Btpraentativa,  January  25,  184 1. 
Mr.  CfMigauji:  1  had  not  intended  to  hale  par- 


ticipated in  this  debate,  when  it  commenced;  but, 
from  the  wide  range  which  it  ins  taken,  bringing 
within  its  scope,  as  it  decs,  all  the  great  and  mo- 
mentous questions,  either  directly  or  remotely  con- 
nected wiih  it,  I  have  been  forced  by  a  sense  of 
duty  to  those  whom  i  have  the  honor  to  represent 
on  this  floor,  to  give  to  the  committee  and  to  the 
country  the  reasons  which  shall  govern  my  action 
on  the  measure  now  under  discussion.  But,  sir,  I 
do  not  rise  to  'addre&s  you  with  the  vain  expecta- 
tion of  influencing,  in  any  great  degree,  the  action 
of  the  honorable  members  of  this  House;  my  only 
object  is  to  give  ray  views  in  relation  to  the  vari- 
ous and  important  measures  which  now  engage  the 
attention  of  »hs* committee  and  the  whole  country. 
I  thall  not  debate  this  question  as  a  Van  Bnren 
or  a  H  an 'son  man,  but  as  an  American  and  a 
freeman.  Sir,  we  have  now  before  us  higher  and 
far  more  important  duties  to  discharge  than  simply 
to  labor  for  the  petty  triumphs  of  a  party.  We  should 
remember  that,  if  we  have  a  party  to  serve,  we 
have  also  a  common  glorious  country  to  love. 
Then,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  we  shall  proceed 
fairly  and  candidly  to  the  investigation  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  National  Treasury,  without  any  party 
bias,  and  with  the  most  ardent  desire  to  pre- 
serve inviolate  the  plighted  faiih  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Thi«  can  only  be  done  by  pro- 
viding, and  providing  speedily,  the  means  for 
the  payment  of  our  just  debts;  for  that 
there  is  at  this  time  a  deficiency  in  the  Trea- 
sury all  parlies  admit.  The  only  grounds  upon 
which  a  diversity  of  opinion  exists  are,  in  relation, 
1st,  to  the  character  of  the  deficiency,  whether  it 
be  permanent  or  temporary;  2dly,  in  relation  to  the 
amount  of  that  deficiency;  and,  3dly,  as  to  the  best 
m»aas  of  supp'ying  the  deficit,  whether  by  the  issue 
of  Treasury  notes,  or  by  a  direct  loan.  We  are 
told,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  deficiency  in  the  reve* 
nue  is  only  temporary,  and  that  the  accruing  reve- 
nue during  the  present  year  "will  relieve  the  Trea- 
sury of  all  embarrassment."  This  we  have  been 
told,  from  time  to  time,  ever  since  the  present  Ad- 
ministration resorted  to  the  miserable  and  dangerous 
expedient  of  issuing  Treasury  notes.  When  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  October,  1837,  at  the. 
extra  scsssion,  asked  of  Congress  the  power  to  issue 
ten  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  we  were  then  told 
that  this  issue  was  to  supply  a  temporary  deficit; 
and  during  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  Secre- 
tary again  asked  permission  to  issue  tea  millions 
more  of  Treasury  notes,  under  the  same  false  and 
specious  pretext  that  the  issue  was  only  intended  to 
meet  a  temporary  deficit;  and  again  in  1839  the 
same  law  was  extended  under  the  same  siren  song  of 
temporary  deficit;  and  yet  again  ia  1840  Congress 
was  called  upon  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  issue  five  millions  of  Treasury  notes 
to  supply  a  temporary  deficiency  in  the  revenue; 
and  now  we  are  called  on  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
five  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  and  still  the  cry  is, 
a  temporary  deficit.  Sir,  this  deficit  smacks  too 
strongly  of  eternal  duration  to  be  very  tracsi>nr  or 
temporary  in  its  character.  If  the  present  deficien- 
cy may  be  called  temporary,  every  debt  which  this 
Government  has  ever  contracted  nrght,  with  the 
same  propriety,  be  called  a  temporary  debt  The 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
tells  us  that  the  Treasury  cannet,  during  the  first 
quarter  of  the  present  year,  discharge  obligations 
resting  upon  it;  but  that,  during  the  year,  we  shall 
collect  enouch  revenue  to  pay  our  debts.  So,  Mr. 
Chairman,  of  the  debt  incurred  during  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  of  the  debt  entailed .  upon  the  country  oa 
account  of  the  late  war,  we  could  not  pay  (/tow 
debts  at  the  time  they  were  contracted;  yet  no  one 
doubted  our  ultimate  ability  to  pay  them.  Hence, 
from  the  argument  of  gentlemen,  we  are  to  infer 
that  those  debts  were  only  temporary.  We  may 
call  this  a  temporary  or  permanent  debt,  but  no  one 
doubts  its  present  existence,  or  that  it  will  continue 
to  exist  until  Congress  shall  provide  some  method 
for  its  payment.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  evidence 
of  indebtedness,  shown  by  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes,  is  not  the  only  indebtedness  on  the  part  of  the 
General  Government  of  which  we  have  knowledge, 
and  of  which  I  shall  take  occasion  to  speak  before 
I  resume  my  feat.  »It  will  be  recollected  thai  the 
President,  in  his  annual  message  to  Congrcaa,  dated 
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December  24th,  1839,  held  the  following  language: 
•*ff  the  debts  due  from  banks  during  (he  next  year 
be  punctually  paid,  and  if  Congress  keep  the  appro- 
priations within  the  estimate*,  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  all  ihe  outstanding  Treasury  notes 
can  be  redeemed,  and  the  ordinary  expenses  de- 
frayed, without  imposing  on  the  people  any  addi- 
tional harden,  either  of  loans  or  taxes  "  That,  sir, 
was  the  pophecy;  and  what  was  the  fulfilment? 
Hie  banks  have  paid  to  Within  a  trifle  all  that  was 
expected,  and  Congress  only  exceeded  the  appro- 
priations about  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 
.  sill  there  is  now  outstanding  four  millions  and  a 
half  of  Treasury  notes,  and  we  are  asked  to  grant 
permission  to  issue  Ave  millions  more;  making  in 
ail  nine  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars!  The  com- 
mittee will  recollect  that  the  Preside  it,  in  his  last 
message  to  Congress,  holds  this  language :  "Oar 
Government,  a*  is  believed,  is  the  only  Go- 
vernment which,  having  fully  and  faithfully  paid 
all  its  creditors,  has  relieved  itself  entirely  from 
debt."  Let  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  a  few  moments 
examine  this  high  sounding  though  empty  boast  of 
the  President,  that  the  Treasury  has  been  relieved 
from  debt.  Hot  stands  this  matter?  You  have  already 
had  an  able  expose  of  this  matter  from  the  honora- 
ble member  (rom  Maine,  [Mr.  Evans.]  and  the 
honorable  member  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bar- 
hard,]  atfd  I  shall  detain  you  but  a  few  moments 
on  this  pail  of  the  subject. 
There  are  now  Treasury  notes  out- 
standing to  the  amount  of  .  .  14,650,000 
Interest  due  and  to  fall  due  on  them  .  250,000 
Balance  of  funded  debt,  and  debt  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  amounting  to 
the  sum  of  ....  1,935,000 
Amount  payable  to  Indian?,  and  to  be 
invested  for  them,  and  amount  due 
the  Navy  pension  fund,  making  .  4,780,000 
Indian  annuities,  part  payable  for  a 
term  of  years,  and  part  in  perpetuity, 
estimated  at.                                  .    5,000,000 


Present  debt,  probably 


.$16  515  000 


To  which  may  be  added  the  claim  of  the  States  for 
the  4th  instalment  of  the  surplus  revenue,  which  is 
theirs,  and  which  they  would  have  received  feat  for 
*  the  profligacy  and  wasteful  extravagance  of  the 
present  Administration.  This  claim  is  nine  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  We  shonld  also  add  the  private 
claims  of  individuals  and  States,  not  on  the  bounty 
bat  on  the  justice  of  Congress.  How  much  they 
may  amount  to  no  one  can  now  tell.  A  large 
amount  of  claims  growing  out  of  the  Florida  war 
is  now'due  and  unsettled;  so  that  we  tet  down  the 
debt  now  owing  by  the  United  States  at  at  least 
thirty  millions  of  dollars.  So  much,  then,  for  the 
candor  and  fairness  of  our  Democratic  President. 

And  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  before  we  proceed  to 
examine  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  the  year  1841,  let  us  inquire  what  reli- 
ance can  be  safely  placed  upon  those  estimates. 
Is  there  any  thing  in  his  former  report*  which 
should  induce  us  to  (rust  implicitly  to  his  statement 
upon  this  occasion?  What  were  his  estimates 
for  the  expenditures  for  the  last  year?  About 
twenty  millions  of  dollars.  What  did  those  ex- 
penditures amount  to?  Nearly  twenty-four  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  a  difference  of  about  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  And  again:  he,  the  Secretary, 
estimated  the  receipts  of  revenue,  from  the  import 
duties  of  last  year,  at  fifteen  millions  of  dollars. 
What  amount  was  realised?  About  twelve  mil- 
lions and  a  half;  and,  for' the  last  si*  years,  since 
Mr.  Woodbury  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  his  annual  estimates  for  the  ac- 
cruing revenue  for  each  respective  year  have, 
taken  in  the  aggregate,  shown  mistakes  to  the 
amount  of  over  sixty  millions  of  dollars.  You  re* 
collect,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  confident  tone  of  the 
President  and  his  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  In 
relation  to  the  ability  of  the  Treasury  to  relieve  it- 
self from  debt  during  the  last  year,  and  yet  we 
find  the  same  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  asking 
for  Treasury  notes  in  February,  1840,  and  again 
in  July,  1840.  What  reliance  can  be  placed  in 
saoh  a  Setretaiy?   Sir,  during  the  whole  time 


that  he  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  financial  de- 
partment of  this  Government,  we  have  had 
nothing  but  such  gross  and  glaring  inaccu- 
racies and  mistakes  as  would  have  disgraced 
a  counting-house  clerk  of  six  months*  experi- 
ence; and  yet  we  are  called  on  by  honorable  gen- 
tlemen to  rely  on  his  statements.  But  what  are 
his  estimates  for  the  current  year?  He  estimates  the 
whole  receipts  for  the  year  to  be  094,723,473.  Let 
us  look  to  some  of  the  items  from  which  this  amount 
is  expected  to  be  received.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
estimated  receipt?  from  customs:  he  calculates 
that,  during  the  present  year,  ihe  revenue  derived 
from  customs  will  be  nineteen  millions  of  dollars; 
upon  what  data  no  one  can  tell.  To  realize  nine- 
teen millions  of  dollars  from  imports,  during  the 
present  year,  we  must  import  goods  to  the  value  of 
tony- six  millions  of  dollars  more  this  year  than  we 
shall  during  the  next,  by  his  own  showing;  for  his 
estimates  for  the  value  of  importations  during  the 
next  year  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  How  comes  it  that  we  last  year 
Imported  about  one  hundred  and  ten  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  foreign  gools,  and  in  the  year 
1849  we  are  to  import  very  little,  if  any,  over  that 
amount;  and  yet,  during  the  present  year,  accord- 
ing to  this  most  wise  and  candid  Secretary,  we  are 
to  import  foreign  goods  to  the  amount  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight  millions?  These  things  cannot 
be.  We  have  a  foreign  debt  owing  to  Europe  by 
the  States,  and  corporations,  and  individuals,  which 
will  require  any  annual  exportation  to  the  amount 
of  ten  or  twelve  million  of  dollars,  and  to  that 
amount  the  duties  will  be  diminished;  that  is,  we 
shall  not  receive  duties  upon  a  return  importation 
to  the  amount  necessary  to  meet  the  foreign  debt. 
Other  causes,  as  the  Secretary  tells  us,  will  have  a 
tendency  to  lessen  the  amount  of  importations  dur- 
ing the  present  year,  but,  Mr.  Chairman,  see 
you  not  that  it  would  be  mast  ruinous  to  the 
country  to  import  during  the  present  year 
goods  to  the  value  -of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  millions  of  dollars?  But  it  is  idle  to  talk 
of  it.  Instead  of  nineteen  millions  of  dollars  be« 
ing  received  from* customs  during  the  present  year, 
in  view  of  all  these  facts,  is  it  safe  to  count  on  the 
receipt  of  more  than  fifteen  millions  of  do'lars  to 
be  derived  from  our  custom  houses?  Sir,  with  all 
deference  to  the  President  and  his  Secretary,  I  can- 
not think  that  we  shall  receive  more  than  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars  from  importations  this  year. 
There,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  a  deficit  of  $4,000,000. 

So  mueb,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  the  Secretary's  es- 
timates for  receipts  during  the  present  year.  Now 
let  us  tevt  bis  estimates  for  expenditures.  He  puts 
down  the  expenditures  at  $19,250,000,  exclusive  of 
payments  on  account  of  the  funded  deb',  and  for 
the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes;  which,  taken 
together,  amount  to  the  sum  of  $4,649,200.  The 
gross  expenditures  he  makes  $23,899,000;  which, 
deducted  from  the  estimated  receipts,  leaves  a  ba- 
lance of  $820,000.  This  is  not,  according  to  the 
Secretary  himself,  a  suitable  balance  to  be  left  in 
the  Treasury  by  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  does  any  gentleman  believe 
that  General  Harrison  and  bis  friends  can  admi- 
nister this  Government  for  the  sum  of  nineteen 
millions  and  a  quarter  of  dollars,  and  out  of  that 
sum  pay  an  ascertained  debt  now  due  of  over  seven 
millions  of  dollars,  which  must  be  met  and  dis- 
charged this  year?  Sir,  the  same  charges  and  ob- 
jects of  appropriation  exist  now  that  did  last  year, 
it  then  required  $24,000,000;  we  are  now  required 
to  administer  the  same  Government  for  a  much 
less  sum,  and  in  addition  to  pay  the  debt  now  due ! 
That  General  Harrison  will  administer  the  Govern- 
ment better  and  far  more  economically,  I  most  ear- 
nestly desire  and  believe;  but  Can  he  strike  off  more 
than  $10,000,000  from  the  list  of  expenditures  dur- 
ing the  first  nine  months  of  his  administration?  I 
fear  not.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  one  of  two  things 
is  true:  either  that  the  gentlemen  are  not  candid  in 
supposing  that  General  Harrison  will  not  need 
more  money  than  they  estimate,  or  that  they  be- 
lieve that  the  administration  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
has  been  most  wasteful,  profligate,  land  extrava- 
gant Which  horn  of  the  dilemma  will  gentlemen 
Blake?  They  are  welcome  to  all  the  consolation 
which  they  can  derive  from  either. 


I  shall  now  address  myself  for  a  few  moments 
to  the  calculators  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  (Mr.  Jomes  ]  He  estimates  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  first  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year-  from 
importations  to  be  $3,000,000,  and  from  other- 
sources  at  one  half  million  of  dollars  more,  mak- 
ing three  millions  and  a  half.  He  makes,  yon  see, 
the  duties  in  tfce  first  quarter  to  be  only  three  mil- 
lions, and  in  the  other  three  quarters  he  makes  them 
$16,000,000,  notwithstanding  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  assures  us  that  the  receipts  from  importa- 
tions must  fall  of  largely  during  the  last  quarter. 
For  the  first  quarter,  he  makes  the  expenditures 
overrun  the  receipts  about  $2,000,000;  and  yet,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  strange  to  tell,  he  leaves  a  ba- 
lance in  the  Treasury  of  over  $800,000.  Sir,  does 
it  require  any  argument  to  refute  these  calculations? 
I  have  greatly  misconceived  the  good  sense  of  the 
committee  if  it  does.  From  ail  these  facts,  I  can 
come  to  no  other  conclusions  than,  first,  that  the  re- 
venue will  be  inadequate  during  the  present  year  to 
meet  the  demands  necessary  upon  it,  by  at  least 
$10,000,000;  second,  that  this  deficiency  is  not  tem- 
porary, but  permanent.  Now,  sir,  U  it  not  our  du- 
ty, as  honest  men  and  as  patriots,  to  provide  mean?, 
ample  mean9,  for  the  speedy  liquidation  of  this 
national  debt?  What,  now,  is  the  honest,  the  ap- 
propriate, and  the  constitutional  method  for  dis- 
charging this  debt?  Why,  surely,  by  borrowing 
monesjsufficient  to  pay  it,  and  then  providing  the 
means  for  the  payment  of  the  loan;  for  whatever 
is  right  to  be  done  in  this  matter,  we  should 
do  directly,  and  not  indirectly— openly,  and  hot 
secretly. 

T  desire,  for  one,  that  the  people  should  no  longer 
be  deceived  as  to  the  true  condition  of  the  finances 
by  the  deceptive  issues  of  Treasury  notes,  but  that 
they  should  know  the  truth;  that  they  should  know 
that  Ihe  present  Administration  has  entailed  upon 
them  a  national  debt,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to 
provide  for  its  payment.  1  am  opposed,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  the  bill  before  us,  because,  in  the  first 

?lace,  I  believe  it  to  be  unconstitutional.  These 
'reasory  notes  are  nothing  more  nor  less  than  bills 
of  credit.  What  is  a  bill  of  credit?  It  is  a  paper 
issued  by  ihe  sovereign  authority,  intended  to  cir- 
culate as  money,  and  for  the  payment  of  which 
the  credit  of  the  Slate  is  alone  pledged.  Sir,  do 
not  Treasury  notes  come  within  this  description? 
They  surely  do.  At  the  time  of  the  formation  of 
our  present  Constitution,  the  convention  which  , 
formed  that  sacred  instrument  positively  restricted 
the  several  Slates  from  issuing  bills  of  credit.  This 
was  necessary;  for,  without  this  restriction,  the 
States  would  have  had  the  right  to  have  issued  bills 
of  credit  in  their  sovereign  capacity.  But  the  Fe- 
deral Government  has  no  power  except  that  which 
is  expressly  granted  in  the  Constitution,  nnd  that 
which  is  necessary  to  carry  out  the  powers  express- 
ly granted.  No  power  to  frsue  Treasury  notes  is 
found  in  the  Constitution.  Under  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  this  power  was  in  the  General  Go- 
vernment, and  it  was  inserted  in  the  original 
draught  in  the  Constitution,  and  stricken  oui  by 
the  convention.  This  shows  most  indubitably  the 
opinion  of  the  convention.  If  the  power  to  issue 
bills  of  credit  exists  in  the  General  Government,  it 
must  exist  as  auxiliary  to  the  express  power  of 
Congress  to  borrow  money,  or  as  an  incident  to  the 
war-making  power.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  this 
measure  a  borrowing  of  money?  Surely  not.  It 
is  the  using  of  the  credit  of  the  Government,  by 
extending  the  time  of  payment,  and  giving  these 
promissory  notes  as  evidence  of  debt,  and  not  as 
payment.  And  can  this  measure  be  justified  as  in- 
cident to  the  war-making  power?  Surely  not.  I 
grant  you  that  these  notes  might  be  issued  during  a 
war,  when  it  was  necessary  for  our  protection  or 
self-preservation  that  we  should  have  money,  and 
.  we  had  no  other  means  of  obtaining  it.  Treasury 
notes  were  issued  during  the  late  war,  but  means 
were  provided  for  their  redemption  at  the  same 
time  they  were  issued.  Does  the  same  necessity 
for  their  issue  now  exist?  Can  the  present  exer- 
c  se  of  this  power  be  now  claimed  as  auxiliary  to 
the  power   to  declare  and  carry   on  waT?    No 

fentleman  will  contend  for  a  doctrine  so  absurd, 
lot,  Mr.  Chairman,  granting  the  oosstitationalfy 
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of  the  measure,  I  should  oppose  it  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  not  the  best  means  of  supplying  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  f evenue:  it  is  temporary  in  its  dura- 
tian,  deceptive  in  its  character,  and  can  only  result 
in  ts  in  king  us  deeper  and  deeper  in  debt  Mr. 
Chairman,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  remedy  pro* 
posed  falls  very  far  short  of  the  evil  intended  to  be 
remedied.  We  should  not  only  provide  for  the  de- 
ficit in  revenue  for  the  present  year,  bnt  we  should, 
as  prudent  and  patriotic  representatives,  provide 
for  the  deficit  which  must  exist  daring  the  next,  un- 
less 9 peedily  provided  for.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  tells  us  that,  during  the  year  1842,  under 
the  operations  of  the  compromise  act,  there  will  be 
a  diminution  of  duties  to  the  amount  of  $5,000,009. 
Sir,  we  must  provide  for  that  deficiency  also;  and 
we  should  now  provide  for  a  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  se?eral  States,  to  which  it  justly  belongs,  anl 
of  which  I  shall  presently  take  occasion  to  speak. 
Let  us  now  see  how  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
proposes  to  remedy  the  deficiency  in  the  Treasory. 
He  proposes  these  different  method*:  First,  he  hina 
that  a  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  heretofore  de- 
posited with  the  States  might  be  recalled;  but  he 
seem?  to  abandon  that  project  himself.  And,  sir, 
who  believes  that  any  portion  ef  that  deposits  will 
aver  be  recalled?  Who  is  bold  enough  to  rife  here 
in  his  place  and  propose  ii?  No  one.  Another 
plan  named  by  the  Secretary  is  to  resort  to  direct 
taxes.  Is  this  to  be  the  end  of  thai  system  of 
financial  quackery  which  has  so  long  cursed  the 
eouotr)?  Let  the  party  now  in  power  propose  it  if 
•  they  dare,  and  they  will  find  that,  even  though  they 
are  labelled  with  the  time* honored  and  glorious 
word  Democracy,  they  could  not  stand  before  their 
constituents  long  enough  to  be  knocked  down. 

1  desire,  Mr.  Cbaiiman,  to  show  how  a  direct 
tax  would  operate  upon  the  people  of  Indiana. 
The  deficit  for  the  year  1842,  as  I  have  shown 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
will  be  from  ten  to  twelve  millions  of  dollars;  add 
to  that  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  which  will 
be  distributed  among  the  States  as  soon  a*  public 
opinion  is  propeily  reflected  and  truly  represented 
on  this  floor;  the  deficit  will  then  be  swelled  to  the 
amount  of  perhaps  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  cer- 
tainly as  much  as  fourteen  millions  of  dollars. 
But  for  the  argument,  put  the  deficiency  at  ten 
millions  of  dollars,  and  then  Indiana,  according  to 
her  population,  will  have  to  raise  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  meet  this  deficit  by  a  direct  tax; 
and  in  order  to  sustain  our  State  Government,  and 
to  pay  the  accruing  ioterest  on  our  internal  im- 
provement debt,  we  shall  have  to  raise  at  least  six 
hundred-thousand  dollars  by  a  tax.  Add  this  sum 
to  the  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  you  see 
the  State  of  Indiana  would  have  to  collect  annu- 
ally, by  a  direct  tax,  one  million  of  dollars!  In- 
diana, with  all  her  vast  and  increasing  resources, 
could  not  collect  this  immense  and  s:anUng  amount 
of  revenue^ 

The  Secretary  also  proposes  to  meet  this  defi- 
ciency by  reducing  the  appropriations  below  the 
estimates,  with  what  candor,  let  the  facts  answer. 
My  colleague  [Mr.  Paoffit]  introduced,  some  time 
since,  a  resolution  of  inquiry,  directed  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  asking  him  to  inform  Con- 
gress in  what  particulars  the  appropriations  might 
be  reduced  below  the  estimates;  that  resolution 
of  inquiry  was  promptly  voted  down  by  a>  party 
vote. 

I  now  come,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  only  practica- 
ble mode  of  meeting  this  deficiency  in  the  revenue 
which  is  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury; and  that  is,  an  extensive  modification  of  the 
tariff  laws.  Public  expediency  and  public  justice 
alike  require  that  those  laws  should  te  modified. 
We  should  at  once  lay  a  sufficient  tariff  on  foreign 
luxuries  to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  now 
existing;  and  to  enable  Congress  to  distribute 
among  the  States  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  the  true  course  of  policy  to  be  pur- 
sued is,  I  think,  to  lay  a  duty  on  French  wines  and 
Bilks,  and  fine  linens  and  spices,  and  upon  all  other 
articles  of  luxury  which  are  now  admitted  duty 
jee.  What  is  now  the  operation  of  your  tariff 
awe?  They  operate  mainly  upon  articles  of  neces* 
itv-— articles  ^consumed  alike  by  the  rich  and  the 


poor,  and  upon  which  all  pay  the  same  doty  on  the 
amount  consumed;  but  the  wealthy  pay  no  duty  on 
their  fine  silks  and  costly  wines.  Tbe  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Thompson]  and  his  political 
associates  have  heretofore  claimed  to  be  the  exclu- 
sive friends  of  the  poor  man;  and  we  find  them 
ready  to  vote  against  raising  revenue  by  a  duty 
upon  the  luxurious  indigencies  of  the  rich,  when 
tbe  only  alternative  is  to  raise  the  amount  by  a  di- 
rect ttx  upon  the  rich  and  the  poor.  Sir,  this  is, 
to  my  mind,  a  vtry  equivocal  manifestation  of 
friendship  for  the  poor,  and  one  for  which  the  gen- 
tleman  and  his  friends  will  receive  no  thanks  Irom 
them,  for  I  believe,  as  I  believe  in  my  own  exist- 
ence, that  if  this  question  were  now  put  to  tbe  Ame- 
rican people,  ninety-Dine  of  them  out  of  every  hun- 
dred would  prefer  to  raise' revenue  by  a  duty  on  fo- 
reign luxuries,  instead  of  a  direct  tax.  Let  the  ho- 
norable gentleman  and  his  friends  go  and  tell  the 
people  that  they  are  their  best  friends,  because  they 
refuse  to  lay  a  duty  on  foreign  luxuries  consumed 
only  by  the  rich,  in  order  that  the  tax -gatherer  may 
have  an  occasion  to  p*y  them  a  friendly  visit,  to 
ass*ss  their  lands,  their  houses,  and  all  their  per- 
sonal property,  to  raise  revenue  to  support  the  Ge- 
neral Government:  think  you  that  the  bard-handed 
and  noble  hearted  pioneers  of  the  West  will  be  de- 
c*  ived  by  a  pretext  so  shallow?  No,  sir,  no.  They 
will  treat  this  pretended  friendship  as  they  did  tbe 
doctrine  recently  promulgated,  that  the  poor  man 
was  to  be  relieved  by  reducing  the  miserable  pit- 
tance which  rewards  his  daily  toil. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  other  and  vastly 
important  reasons  why  this  tariff  on  French  wines 
and  silks  should  be  laid  by  us,  and  now.  Sir,  look 
to  the  history  of  oar  trade  with  France  for  the  last 
five  years.  During  that  time  we  have,  upon  an 
average,  imported  from  France  goods  to  the 
amount  of  twenty-eight  millions  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars per  annum;  and  of  that  amount  seventeen 
millions  have  been  admitted  free  ef  duty.  For  the 
same  period,  we  have  annually  exported  to  France, 
of  our  productions,  only  to  the  amount  of  about 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars;  and  upon  the  articles  of 
our  exportation  we  have  paid  a- heavy,  and«n 
many  articles  a  most  oppressive  duty.  From  this 
trade  between  this  country  and  France,  there  is  an 
annual  balance  against  us  of  about  fourteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  This  balance  must  be  mainly 
paid  by  an  annual  exportation  of  gold  and  silver 
from  this  country  to  France. 

But  tbe  honorable  gentleman  tells  us  that  this 
scheme  to  tax  French  wines  and  silks  is  a  shot 
aimed  at  French  interests.  And  has  it  come  to 
this,  that  we  cannot  manage  our  own  legislation  as 
we  pleas*,  without  being  taunted  with  enmity  to 
France,  or  with  British  influence!  This  duty  can 
be  laid  without  violating  either  the  letter  or  spirit 
of  the  compromise  bill  of  1833.  Sir,  I  am,  I  trust, 
the  last  man  who  would  be  willing  to  violate  the 
provisions  of  that  bill.  I  remember  too  well  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  passed.  A 
sovereign  State  had  assumed  an  attitude  at  war 
alike  with  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  Repob. 
lie.  "Disunion  and  civil  war  was  threatened.  Tbe 
gallant  vessel  of  State,  which  had  for  half  a  cen- 
tury withstood  "the  tempest's  shock  and  battle's 
rage,"  was  about  to  be  engulfed  beneath  the  moun- 
tain waves  of  political  commotion.  Then  it  was 
that  the  thrilling  and  commanding  eloquence  of 
Henry  Clay  was  heard  above  the  fury  of  the  storm, 
proclaiming  peace  to  all,  without  compromising 
the  honor  of  any !  I  am  not  disposed  to  disturb 
that  noble  peace-offering  upon  tbe  altar  of  my 
country.  It  was  then,  as  now,  regarded  as  the 
bow  of  peace  and  of  promise,  overarching  the 
storms  which  threatened  our  beloved  country;  and 
may  God  perpetuate  that  sentiment  forever ! 

I  have  no  doubt  of  the  constitutional  power  of 
Congress  to  pass  a  protective  tariff  law;  but  I  think 
that  its  exercise  is  not  now  called  for,  further  than 
our  present  duties  for  revenue  operate  as  a  protec- 
tion to  American  manufactures.  I  have  said  that 
the  provisions  of  the  compromise  bill  should  not  be 
disturbed;  but  a  state  of  things  may  arise  when 
some  modification  of  that  act  may  be  proper  and 
necessary:  for  instance,  if  we  fchould  be  involved 
in  a  war,  or  if  the  present  rate  of  duties  would  not 
yield  a  revenue  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 


Treasury,  under  an  economical  administration  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  subject  of  the  public  lands 
has  been  referred  to  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Mississippi,  and,  it  seems  to  me,  wrh  peat 
propriety,  inasmuch  as  the  public  land  it  one  great 
source  of  our  national  revenue.  The  honorable 
gentleman  seems  to  think  that  the  measure  of  dis- 
tribution is  unconstitutional,  and  complains  that  it 
is  now  considered  almost  out  of  order  to  quote 
from  that  sacred  instrument.  I  grant  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that,  for  the  last  few  yeats,  that  sacred 
chart  pf  a  nation's  freedom  does  seem  to  have  been 
almost  forgotten;  but,  sir,  who  should  complain  of 
this?  The  gentleman  and  his  friend^?— the  party 
now  in  power?  Sir,  it  but  ill  becomes  that  party, 
whose  triumphant  march  for  the  last  twelve  jears 
has  been  over  the  broken  f ragmen  is  of  the  Consti- 
tution, to  talk  of  its  infraction;  that  party  whose 
ruthless  action  mntilated  the  journals  of  the  Se- 
nate, and,  at  the  mandate  of  one  man,  prostrated 
the  proudest  deliberative  assembly  upon  earth  at 
the  footstool  of  Executive  power;  that  party  which 
60  recently  disfranchised  a  sovereign  S  ate,  for  the 
purpope  of  fixing  the  odious  and  ami-Americaa 
Sub-Treasury  system  upon  the  country;  they,  for- 
sooth, are  now  the  friends  of  the  country.  I  hope 
that  the  late  overwhelming  and  unprecedented  de- 
feat of  the  party  in  power  will  bring  about  a 
wholesome  change  of  measures  and  change  of  prac- 
tice; and  that  hereafter  the  Constitution  shall  again 
become  the  text- book  of  national  legislation.  We 
find  that  Congress,  by  the  express  terms  of  the 
Constitution,  has  the  unlimited  power  to  dispose  of 
the  public  lands  and  other  property  of  the  United 
States  as  they  may  deem  fit,  being  governed  only 
by  a  sound  discretion.  This  power  to  dispone  of 
the  public  lands  does  not  depend  npon^construetioa 
or  implication,  but  is  most  explicitly  granted. 
There  is  surely  nothing  in  the  deeds  of  eesuoa 
limiting  the  power  of  Congress  over  this  subject. 
The  public  lands  were  ceded  by  Virginia,  New 
York,  Georgia,  and  all  the  other  States  that  nude 
cessions,  for  tbe  mutual  benefit  of  all  the  Stales 
then  composing  the  United  State?,  and  all  other 
States  which  should  afterwards  be  admitted  into 
the  Union.  Tneie  grants  of  cession  embrace  all 
the  public  lands  within  our  territorial  limits,  as  de- 
fined by  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  and  over  that 
portion  of  our  public  domain  which  we  acquired  by 
the  purchase  from  France  of  Louisiana,  and  from 
Spain  of  Florida.  No  one,  it  seems  to  me,  can 
doubt  our  full  and  unlimited  constitutional  power. 
The  whole  action  of  tbe  Government,  from  its 
commencement,  has  proceeded  on  the  ground  that 
she  has  the  entire  control  of  the  public  lands.  If 
Congress  has  not  such  power,  what  becomes  of  the 
title  to  the  immense  grants  of  land  which  we  have 
to  the  States,  to  corporations,  and  to  individuals 
I  take  it  for  granted,  then,  from  the  Constitution? 
from  the  deeds  of  cession,  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  subject,  that  we  have  the  right  to  dispose  of  the 
public  lands.  The  question  is,  then,  presented, 
What  is  the  most  just  and  equitable  mode  of  dispo- 
sition? The  cession  of  the  lands  to  the  States  in 
which  they  lie  has  been  proposed.  Are  there  any 
constitutional  objections  against  distribution  which 
do  not  hold  with  greater  force  against  cession?  The 
argument  is,  that  we  cannot  distribute  the  proceeds 
of  the  lands  equitably  among  all  the  States  enti- 
tled to  them;  but  that  we  can  gtve  the  land  exclu- 
sively to  a  part  of  the  States.  This  is  bad  logic, 
and  Worse  morals. 

Sir,  tbe  noble  old  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  by 
her  munificent  and  patriotic  grant  of  all  that  immense 
tract  of  country  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  forth* 
common  benefit  of  all  the  States,  Virginia  tncln- 
sive,  evinced  a  liberality  and  patriotism  having  no 
parallel  in  the  history  of  nations.  -And  shall  we 
defeat  the  object  of  that  grant  by  diverting  the  reve- 
nue derived  from  that  source  from  its  proper  ob- 
jects, or  by  giving  the  lands  to  a  few  of  the  State*? 
I  trust  not.  The  other  grants  of  cession  were  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  the  grant  from  Virginia,and 
on  the  same  terms,  and  subject  to  the  same  condi- 
tions. 1  desire  briefly  to  show  the  committee  hew 
the  State,  a  part  of  whose  citizens  I  have  the  ho- 
nor to  represent,  would  be  affected  by  cession.  If 
the  proposition  made  by  a  dia»np«wd 
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on  this  subject  should  pass,  what  would  Indiana 
receive?  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  now  abcut 
four  millions  of  acres  of  pablic  lands  remaining 
unsold  in  Indiana.  Upon  the  proceeds  of  these 
lands,  we  should  receive  thirty-five  per  cent,  and 
then  oar  equal  share  of  sixty-five  per  cent,  upon 
the  whole  sales  of  public  lands.  Indiana,  with  a 
population  of  seven  hundred  thousand  souls,  with 
thirty-five  percent,  on  the  sales  c{  four  millions  of 
refuse  lands,  while  Arkansas,  with  a  population 
about  one-fourth  as  large  as  ours,  would  receive 
thirty-five  per  cent,  on  the  sales  of  about  twenty 
millions  of  acres,  and  then  divide  equally  with  us 
the  balance  of  the  sales;  and  in  order  to  get  our 
thirty-five  per  cent  upon  four  millions  pt  refuse 
lands  what  would  Indiana  give?  Sir,  she  would 
abandon  her  undivided  right  to  ten  hundred  and 
eighty  millions  of  acres  of  public  domain;  the  pro- 
portion to  whieh  the  State  of  Indiana  would  be  en- 
titled out  of  this  amount  of  public  lands  is  over 
fifty  millions  of  acres.  And,  sir,  do  gentlemen  ex- 
pect us  to  abandon  the  fifty  millions  of  acres  for 
the  paltry  consideration  of  thirty-five  per  cent,  upon 
the  sales  of  four  millions,  or  even  less,  of  refuse 
lands?  If  the  land  bill  of  Mr.  Clsy  had  become  a 
law  when  it  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress  by 
such  decided  majorities,  the  State  of  Indiana  would 
have  received,  under  its  operation  to  this  time, 
over  four  millions  of  dollars.  And  what,  let  me 
ask,  have  we  received?  Nothing,  comparatively 
nothing.  The  party  in  power  told  the  people  of 
the  new  Stales,  from  time  to  time,  that  they  were  to 
have  cession  and  graduation.  We  have  been  in- 
duced to  forego  the  certain  advantages  of  distribu- 
tion, and  are  now  no  nearer  cession  or  graduation 
than  we  were  when  these  specious  humbugs  were 
first  proposed.  The  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
and  his  friends  have  had  all  power  under  the  Go- 
vernment for  twelve  years,  and  why  have  they  not 
made  good  their  promises  of  graduation  and  ces- 
sion? Sir,  I  am  forced  to  believe  that  they  had 
not  the  will,  inasmuch  as  they  bad  the  power 
and  did  not  exercise  it.  *  If  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana had  received  the  four  millions  of  dol- 
lars to  which  she  would  have  been  entitled  un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  land  bill,  what  might  she 
not  have  accomplished  with  it?  The  interest,  with- 
out touching  the  principal,  would  have  constituted 
a  fund  large  enough  to  have  educated  every  child 
within  htr  borders  for  all  time  to  come.  It  would 
now  pay  one  half  of  her  internal  improvement 
debt,  or,  if  invested  in  profitable  stocks,  it  would 
pay  the  interest  upon  her  State  debt  without  a  re- 
sort to  taxation.  And  if  the  distribution  bill  were 
to  pass  now,  we  should  annually  receive  about 
#200,000.  Now,  what  are  the  objections  to  this 
measure,  so  just  in  itself,  and  calculated  to  confer 
equal,  great,  and  lasting  benefits  upon  every  State 
in  this  Union,  and  calculated  to  put  to  rest  forever 
all  legislation  upon  this  embarrassing  subject?  First, 
it  is  said  that  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  are 
to  be  held  out  to  the  States  as  a  bribe  to  purchase 
political  influence  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  action  among  the  States.  Sir,  the  people 
whom  I  represent,  and  the  party  with  whom  I  act, 
are  not  to  be  bribed  by  "filthy  lucre."  I  dread  not 
its  influence  upon  the  proudspirited,  fearless,  and 
generous  sons  of  Indiana.  The  gentleman  best 
knows  whether  his  constituents  and  his  party  are 
above  temptation.  I  hope  they  are.  But  there  is 
a  strange  inconsistency  in  this  objection;  they  pro- 
pose to  give  the  States  in  which  the  lands  lie  all 
the  lands,  and  there  is,  they  tell  us,  no  dinger  of 
that  corrupting  them;  yet  when  we  propose  to  give 
them  their  fair  proportion  of  the  proceeds  of  those 
lands,  that  is  highly  dangerous.  Another  objection 
is,  that  this  measure  would  be  an  assumption  of 
tho  State  debts.  I  cannot,  I  confess,  see  the  force 
of  this  argument;  for,  if  it  is  right  to  distribute  the 
proceed)  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States,  it 
cannot  be  rendered  wrong  because  the  States  are 
in  debt;  that  only  furnishes  an  additional  reason 
why  Congress  should  now  do  its  duty  and  pay  this 
honest  debt  to  the  States.  The  States,  in  their 
sovereign  capacity,  have  a  right  to  contract  debts, 
and  there  is  no  power  in  this  Congress  or  upon 
earth  to  restrain  them.  No  one  has  ever  dreamed 
of  asking  the  General  Government  to  assume  the 
payment  of  the  State  debts,   Ail  that  the  Slates 


ask  or  expect  is,  that  they  shall  be  left  to  manage 
their  own  legislation  in  their  own  way.  Sir,  the 
Slate  of  Indiana,  crushed  and  paralyzed  as  she 
has  been  by  the  present  Administration,  is,  thank 
God,  still  willing  and  able  Jo  pay  her  honeu 
debts.  But  what  right  have  gentlemen  to  attack 
State  stocks  and  State  credit,  under  the  idea  of 
combating  the  assumption  of  State  debts  by 
Congress?  No  .American  ever  has  proposed  this 
assumption,  and  I  tru^t  none  ever  will.  Sir, 
this  attack  is  an ti- American,  anti-national  in  its 
character,  for,  although  we  are  divided  into  diffe- 
rent 8tates,  we  still  are  the  same  great  people, 
holding  in  common  the  same  history  of  the  past, 
bound  together  by  the  same  interests  in  the  present, 
and  looking  forward  to  the  consummation  of  the 
same  high  destiny  in  the  future.  Who,  then,  that 
has  an  American  heart  in  his  bosom,  would  mar 
the  pro«periiy  or  destroy  the  credit  of  any  Siate  in 
this  Union?  Who  would  dim  the  brightness  of  one 
single  s'.ar  which  adorns  the  emblem  banner  of  a 
nation1*  sovereignty  and  clorj?  Sir,  the  man  who 
could  do  it  is  unworthy  of  his  country,  and  unwor- 
thy of  that  liberty  which  its  Constitution  bestows 
upon  him.  Whilst  upon  the  subject  of  the  pubic 
lands,  suffer  me  to  say  that  I  agree  with  the  hono- 
rable gentleman  from  Mississippi  in  the  support  of 
a  well-guarded  pre-emption  law,  and  tball  cer- 
tainly vote  for  such  a  law.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
have  already  detained  you  too  lon»  on  the  subject 
of  the  public  lands;  tha  importance  of  the  subject 
must  plead  my  excuse. 

I  will  now,  for  a  few  moments,  examine  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  the  claims  of  this  Admi- 
nistration on  the  score  of  economy  alluded  to  by 
him.  How  stands  the  account?  '  The  Administra- 
tion has,  daring  the  four  years  of  its  continuance, 
expended  $30,000,000,  over  and  above  its  ordi- 
nary revenues.  It  has  expended  in  four  years 
$135,000,000,  being  an  average  of  $33,750,000 
per  annum.  What  has  been  effected  for  the  pub- 
lic good  by  this  immense  expenditure  of  public 
treasure?  Out  of  this  $135,000,000,  there  has 
been  appropriated  to  the  increase  of  the  Navy,  to 
fortifications,  harbors,  lighthouses,  roads,  dry 
docks,  arsenals,  armories,  and  to  every  other  work 
of  permanent  national  importance,  only  about 
$11,000,000.  Every  branch  of  the  public  service 
has  been  most  shamelessly  neglected. 

The  Secretary  of  War  tells  us  that  there  is  not 
one  harbor  or  seaport  town  along  the  whole  range 
of  our  Atlantic  seaboard,  from  Passamoquoddy  bay 
to  the  Sabine  river,  which  is  in  a  defensible  condi- 
tion, or  in  a  condition  to  protect  onr  commerce; 
and  our  chain  of  frontier  fortresses,  stretching  from 
the  Northern  lakes  to  Louisiana,  consenting  onr 
defence  against  that  horde  of  savages  which  the 
policy  of  the  Government  has  thrown  upoa  our 
Western  frontier,  is  in  a  moa  ruinous  condition. 
Very  little  has  been  done  to  increase  our  navy;  and 
for  this  year  the  estimate  for  that  purpose  is 
$100,000  only.  I  am  no  alarmist;  but  he  must  be 
blind  to  the  plainest  indications  of  passing  events 
who  does  not  see  cause  <  f  apprehension  in  our  pre- 
sent relations  with  Great  Britain.  The  Northeast- 
ern boundary  question  is  yet  unsettled,  and  daily 
becoming  more  difficult  to  ac'just  amicably.  The 
burning  of  the  Caroline,  which  has  been  avowed 
by  the  British  minister  as  an  authorize i  act  of  the 
British  Government;  the  right  claimed  and  exer- 
cised by  Great  Britain  to  search  our  merchant  ships 
upon  the  ocean;  all  these  difficult  questions,  grow- 
ing out  of  our  relations  with  Great  Britain, 
threaten,  if  not  speedily  adjusted,  to  involve  us  in  a 
war  with  that  formidable  power.  The  present  con- 
dition of  Europe  is  not  at  all  favorable  to  a  lasting 
peace.  Numerous  causes  of  discontent  exist  in  the 
relations  of  France  and  England.  These  great 
and  rival  powers  must  ever  be  the  first  «nd  princi- 
pal parties  in  any  general  war  in  Europe.  The 
causes  are  now  in  being  which,  at  no  distant  day, 
will  shake  the  Gothic  framework  of  European  so- 
ciety to  its  deepest  foundation;  and  the  torch  is 
now  blazing  which,  ere  long,  will  light  the  flame  of 
war  thioughout  the  length  and  breadih  of  that 
great  con;inent.  And,  in  the  event  of  a  geoenl 
war  in  Europe,  this  Government,  in  all  human 
probability,  will  be  forced  to  become  a  party.  Sir, 
notwithstanding  the  glowing  descriptions  of  nation- 


al prosperity  depicted  in  the  President's  message, 
are  we  ready  for  that  great  emergency?  We  are 
ready,  so  far  as  the  bravery  and  patriotism  of  onr 
citizens  are  concerned;  bnt  are  our  army  and  navy 
and  our  national  defences  suitable  to  the  condition 
of  war? 

One  word,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  the  subject  of  na- 
tional improvement.  The  barbers  of  our  Northern 
lakes  seem  to  have  been  forgotten  or  entirely  over* 
looked.  Many  of  them,  after  having  been  com- ' 
menced  at  great  expense,  are  now  suffered  to  fall 
into  ruin  for  want  of  a  small  appropriation  to  finish 
them.  These  harbors  are  or  the  utmost  impor- 
tance, whether  we  consider  them  as  the  security  of 
our  lake  commerce  in  peace,  or  it*  protection  and 
the  protection  of  the  Northern  frontiers  in  time  of 
war.  Doting  the  last  year  we  had  no  appropria- 
tion on  the  harbor  at  Michigan  city,  although  an 
appropriation  was  necessary  to  prevent  its  falling 
into  ruin;  but  the  Government  issued  an  Executive 
order  to  sell  the  apparatus  and  furniture  provided 
for  its  improvement  to  sustain  the  sinking  credit  of 
a  bankrupt  Treasury;  and  so  of  the  Cumberland 
road — the  only  two  works  of  national  improve- 
ment within  the  State  of  Indiana.  All  the  lake 
harbors,  I  believe,  shared  the  sam?  fate.  And  yet 
we  are  told  by  the  President  that  the  Government 
has  promptly  met  all  the  obligations  devolving 
upon  it. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Mississippi  has 
talked  of  in?  unconstitutionality  of  a  United  States 
Bank.  I  shill  not  now  enter  upon  the  discusskn 
of  that  question.  I  consider  it  a  settled  question— 
settled  by  ibe  decisions  of  the  highest  judicial  tri- 
bunal known  to  the  Constitution,  settled  by  the  le- 
gislation of  Congress,  and  settled  by  th;  voice  of 
th*  American  people.  And,  as  a  necessary  fiscal 
agent  of  ihe  National  Government,  I  shall  be  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  it  when  the  proper  time  arrives, 
and  the  people  require  it,  if  I  shall  then  have  a  seat 
in  this  body. 

The  gentleman  prophesies  that  Gen.  Harrison 
will  hove  an  extra  sesrion  of  Congress.  If  he  and 
his  friends  wish  to  avoid  it,  let  them  vote  to  raise  a 
sufficient  revenue  to  support  the  Government  during 
the  present  year,  and  thereby  obviate  the  necessity 
for  a  called  session.  If  an  extra  session  of  Con- 
gress can  be  avoided,  I  am  as  much  opposed  to  it  as 
he  ran  be.  But  if  gentlemen  are  determined  to 
force  General  Harrison  to  have  a  called  session,  ( 
hope  that  much  good  to  the  country  may  result 
from  it.  I  hope  that  the  wishes  of  the  people,  €0 
plainly  indicated  in  the  late  elrctions,  will  be  car- 
ried out;  that  we  shall  have  a  thorough,  searching, 
and  entire  reform  of  abodes  in  the  Government, 
and  that  the  Sub  Treasury— drawn  from  the  rotten, 
corrupt,  and  crumbling  monarchies  of  Europe- 
will  no  longer  remain  a  stain  upon  your  itatute 
bo.  k  and  a  curse  upon  the  country. 

Mr.  Chairman  the  charge  has  been  made  here, 
and  has  gone  forth  to  the  world,  that  British  gold 
had  its  influence  upon  our  elections  that  the  Ad- 
ministration was  not  tried  for,  and  coodemned  on 
account  of,  its  ruinous  measure*.  It  is  net  enough 
that  the  pensioned  presses  of  the  country  should 
have  made  this  charge;  but  here,  even  here  in  the 
the  halls  of  National  Legislation,  those  who  repre- 
sent freemen  are  found  to  ec dorse  it.  The  influ- 
ence of  British  gold,  indeed  1  The  people  are  go- 
verned by  other  motives  and  considerations.  Tell 
them  i'f  danger  from  abroad,  or  of  the  establish- 
ment of  domestic  tyranny  at  home,  and  at  once 
you  command  their  warmest  sympathies  and  their 
mightiest  energies.  Sir,  the  late  signal  triumph  of 
the  people  over  their  oppressors  was  the  result  of 
that  pure  end  elevated  love  of  country,  of  that 
unyielding  and  quenchless  love  of  liberty,  which 
ever  has,  and  I  trust  ever  will  govern  the  actions 
of  freemen.  They  saw  their  currency  deranged, 
their  commerce  destroyed,  their  enterprise  crashed, 
their  industry  unrewarded,  the  Government  of  their 
fa' hers,  though  nominally  the  same,  fast  degenerate 
ing  into  an  uncontrolled  and  nncontrallahle  despo- 
t  sm.  Is  it,  thrn>  any  cause  of  wonder  that  they 
should  rise  in  their  might  and  majesty,  and  hurl 
from  place  and  power  those  who  bad  so  long  and 
so  grievously  abused  the  trust  confided  to  them?. 
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Sir,  they  would  have  been  unworthy  of  their  noble 
parentage  if  they  had  done  le?s. 

The  honorable  member  from  Mississippi  is  now 
able  tq  foretell  what  will  be  the  measures  of  the 
next  Administration,  and  to  state  what  will  bs  its 
principle?.  How  long  has  it  been  since  the  friends 
of  the  party  in  power  could  not  tell  any  thing 
about  General  Harrison s'j  principles)  Bat  now, 
before  be  has  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties,  tbey  can  tell  all  about  his  measures, 
and  are  ready  to  condemn  tbem  in  advance,  and  to 
prophesy  their  overthrow.  True  and  constitutional 
Democracy  is  now  in  the  ascendant,  and  I  hope  al- 
ways may  continue  so.  Bat  gentlemen  need  not 
"lay  the  flattering  unction  to  their  souls"  that  the 
spoilsmen  will  again  come  into  power.  Losofoco- 
ism,  agrarianism,  subtreasuryism  are  buried,  now 
and  foiever,  and  the  light  of  no  resurrection  morn- 
ing shall  ever  dawn  upon  the  grave  which  covers 
their  ignoble  remains. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  thank  you  an<}  the  committee 
for  the  kindness  and  attention  with  which  you  have 
heard  me,  and  shall  show  my  thankfulness  by  not 
longer  trespassing  on  your  patience  or  the  time 
of  the  House. 

NATURALIZATION  LAWS. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  DUNCAN, 

OP  OHIO, 
'In  the  Howe  of  Representatives,  January  26,  1841. 

The  following  remarks  of  Mr.  Doncan,  of  Ohio, 
in  favor  of  an  amendment  of  the  naturalization 
laws,  were  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  Treasury  note?, 
bnt  were  not  included  in  his  speech  as  published 
heretofore  for  want  of  room. 

Mr.  Ddncas  exhibited  the  bill  to  amend  the  na- 
turalization laws,  and  sai J  it  was  his  intention  to 
introduce  it,  but  lest  he  should  not  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  iniro  luce  it,  and  express  his  views  upon 
its  merits,  he  would  claim  the  time  and  attention 
of  the  committee  while  he  would  submit  a  lew  re- 
marks.   Mr.  D.  proceeded  and  remarked: 

What  are  the  objects  of  this  bill?  Why,  sir, 
they  are  no  more  nor  less  than  to  secure  to  those 
who  flee  from  despptism,  and  civil  and  religious 
oppression,  the  sams  rights,  and  a  participation  in 
the  same  pnvilrges,  which  our  ancestors  secured 
by  their  flight,  and  which  they  have  transmitted  to 
us,  and  which,  too,  they  hive  transmuted  to  us 
free  of  the  trammel*  and  pretended  obligations  that 
bound  them  in  obedience  to  the  mandates  of  a  Bri- 
.  tish  ihrone,  and  the  d. dates  of  a  haughty  aristocra- 
cy called  "Ike  mether  country." 

But  what  is  the  Government  which  our  ances- 
tors have  transmitted  to  a??  In  a  word,  it  is  a  Go- 
vernment of  th?  people.  Our  Government  is  called 
emphatically  "ihe  asylum  of  ihe  oppressed." 
Oars  is  a  Government  of  tree  institutions,  and  we 
■have  ever  regarded  the  elective  as  the  most  valua- 
ble of  all  our  free  institutions  It  is  the  freedom 
of  our  elective  franchise  that  makes  us  a  free  peo- 
ple, and  onr  Government  a  fee  Government, 
Tne  elective  franchise  is  an  institution  which  forms 
the  principal  ingredient  of  every  free  Government, 
and  just  in  proportion  to  the  extent  to  which  that 
franchise  is  enjoyed  in  a  Government,  so  is  that 
Government  free. 

I  have  ev«r  thought,  from  my  earliest  attention 
to  the  principles  of  Government,  iha»  the  elective 
franchise  of  this  coun'ry,  as  it  related  to  foreigner?, 
has  been  unnecessarily  limited  and  trammelled. 
Our  naturalization  laws  have  been,  and  are  now, 
complicated,  and  the  time  required  for  foreigners 
to  become  citizens  unnecessarily  prolonged.  The 
difficulty  and  expense  attending  naturalization,  are 
"  incompatible  with  the  name  of  onr  Government, 
and  the  naure  of  our  free  institutions,  ft  has  ever 
been  my  intention,  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a 
stand  on  this  floor,  at  the  proper  time,  not  only  to 
express  my  decided  hostility  to  the  naturalization 
laws  as  they  now  exist,  but  also  to  exert  my  feeble 
abilities  to  have  them  amended,  so  as  to  make  them 
conform  to  the  character  and  nature  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  the  spirit  of  our  Constitutions.  It  affords 
fee  inexpressible  satisfaction  to  have  en  this  occa- 


sion the  privilege  toj  take  part  in  the  commence- 
ment of  a  work  which  has  long  been  near  my 
heart. 

When  onr  Government  was  formed,  it  was,  to 
some  extent,  an  experiment.  It  was  formed  wi'h  a 
trembling  band,  and  with  fearful  apprehensions. 
It  was  the  subject  of  contemptuous  derision  and 
malevolent  ridicule  to  the  crowned  heads,  and  the 
aristocracy  of  all  Europe,  and  there  were'  not 
wanting  many  able  statesmen  and  experienced  poli- 
ticians in  our  own  country,  who  predicted  its 
downfall  in  less  than  half  a  century — who  predict- 
ed that  ours  would  go  the  way  of  all  Republics 
hat  had  gone  before  it.  Hence  it  is  that  some  of 
our  institutions  are  trammeled  with  restrictions, 
others  enlarged  with  powers  and  privileges  which 
do  not  comport  with  the  free  principles  of  a  simple 
'  Republican  Government,  and  the  spirit  and  gene- 
ral character  of  our  free  institutions.  Among  those 
are  to  be  found  a  Federal  judiciary  for  life,  and 
the  limitation  of  the  elective  franchise,  as  applied 
to  foreigners,  or  the  restraints  interwoven  in  the 
naturalization  laws;  though  these  last  proceed 
rather  from  legal  restrictions  than  constitutional 
prohibition.  Th.5  sincere  caution  and  patriotic 
motives  which  governed  and  guided  the  greater 
number  of  our  ancestors,  will  prohibit  every  grate- 
ful American  from  reflecting  upon  the  framers  of 
our  Government  for  what  he  may  now  think  an 
unnecessary  restraint,  or  a  dangerous  power  im- 
posed or  bestowed  upon  any  of  our  institutions. 
Some  of  our  institutions  were  framed  with  an  eye 
to  those  of  a  similar  character  in  the  country  from 
which  we  were  emancipated.  Many  of  oir  cus- 
toms, maxim*,  and  rules  of  action,  as  well  judicial 
as  political,  common  to  our  country,  were  retain- 
ed, as  well  from  an  attachment  to  precedent  as  a 
confidence  in  their  utility,  and  a  belief  of  their  in- 
trinsic worth;  and  it  is  due  in  gratitude  to  the  ser- 
vices and  memory  of  our  ancestors,  to  say  that  all 
our  institutions  were  made  as  free  as  the  experi- 
ence of  the  age  and  the  nature  of  circumstances  at 
that  time  would  permit.  But  it  is  now  more 
than  "half  a  century*'  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  our  Government,  and  the  harmony 
and  regularity  which  has  distinguished  all 
its  movement*,  independent  of  (he  agency  of  the 
restrictions  and  embarrassments  which  thte  bill  is 
intended  to  remove,  (and  some  powers  and  privi- 
leges which  I  hope  to  see  soon  abolbhed)  must  con- 
vince every  one  that  m*ny  of  the  apprehensions 
entertained  that  our  Government  might  be  "tco 
free"  were  unfounded.  An  experience  of  more 
than  fifty  years  of  the  practical  and  successful 
operation  of  our  Republican  Government  must 
serve  to  convince  the  most  doubling  and  incredu- 
lous, that  the  people  have  every  requisite  for 
self-government,  viz :  wisdom,  power,  and  honesty. 
Hence  there  is  no  longer  any  apology  for  retain- 
ing restrictions,  powers  or  privileges,  incompatible 
with  our  free  institutions  or  personal  rights  which 
originally  had  thdr  foundation  in  the  want  of  a 
full  coufilence  in  the  intelligence,  capacity,  and 
stability  of  the  people  fir  self-government. 

There  is  no  man  now  living  who  is  imbued  with 
pure  Republican  principles,  who  can  desire  to 
see  that  provision  of  the  United  States  Constitutioj 
perpetuated  or  longer  continued,  which  secures  to 
tie  Federal  judiciary  their  offices  for  life.  There 
is  surely  no  advocate  cf  equal  rights  and  pure 
Republican  principles  at  this  day,  who  will  not 
cheerfully  lend  his  aid  anl  voice  to  so  amend  the 
Constitution  as  to  limit  the  time  for  which  our 
Federal  judges  shall  hold.their  oifice^. 

The  idea  of  an  office  for  life  in  a  Republican 
Government,  a  fundamental  principle  of  which  is 
"rotation  in  office,"  is  so  revolting  to  -every  pa- 
triotic feeling,  that  one  cannot  think  of  it  without 
horror,  who  is  not  tainted  with  an  attachment  to 
the  principles  of  aristocracy.  The  existence  of  an 
office  for  life  in  a  Republican  Government,  is 
a  contradiction  in  terms,  whi/h  nothing  but 
an  unprincipled  sophist  and  a  political  hy- 
pocrite can  reconcile  at  this  day,  and  with  our 
experience  of  the  virtues  of  a  Republican  Govern- 
ment. The  moment  an  office  for  life  in  a  Republi 
can  Government  is  bestowed  on  any  one  individual, 
a  gloom  and  despondency,  to  a  certain  extent,  is 
cast  over  the  prospects  of  every  other  individual  in 


the  community,  whose  qualifications  and  virtues 
entitle  him  equally  to  the  same  office.  To  admit 
the  necessity  of  a  life  office  in  our  Government,  it 
to  admit  the  preposterous  supposition  that  no  per- 
son but  he  who  fi  Is  it  is  qualified;  or  the  troth  of 
the  anti-republican  principle,  that  the  people,  by 
themselves  or  their  representatives,  are  incapable 
of  filling  offices  with  those  who  are  qualified. 

A  life  office  in  a  Republican  Government  is  a 
blight  and  a  poliiicil  mildew.  It  is  a  Japping, 
sucking  vara  pyre  upon  all  free  institutions.  It  is 
a  blasting,  freezing  curse  upon  every  human  politi- 
cal prospect.  Tae  secret  prayer  of  a  freedom- 
loving  community  for  an  early  death,  is  the  lot  of 
him  who  holds  an  office  for  life  in  a  republican 
Government.  If  I  have  one  wish  above  another, 
it  is  thar  I  may  live  to  see  our  Constitution  so 
amended  that  no  man  shall  hold  an  office  for  life 
in  our  Government.  I  hope  to  live  to  see  the  day 
when  our  Constitution  shall  be  so  amended  that 
our  Federal  Judiciary,  like  other  men,  shall  hold 
their  offices  for  a  limited  time.  I  have  no  notion 
that  one  class  of  officers  in  this  country  shall  ride 
upon  the  storm  of  party  in  constitutional  security, 
and  themselves  be  partisans,  while  all  others 
are  liable  to  perish  and  sink.  If  the  tempest  of 
party  is  to  perpe'ually  howl  through  this  conn- 
try,  as  it  will,  and  does,  in  all  Governments  net 
purely  despotic,  then  let  those  who  are  partisans 
be  placed  on  the  rame  footing.  If  the  political 
ocean,  long  and  wide  as  thi*  Union,  is  to  heave 
from  its  foundation,  and  rock  and  shake,  and  loss 
the  ship  of  State,  let  all  who  tide  in  her  be  made 
equally  liable  to  be  swallowed  in  the  vortex  of  party. 
1  contend  that  the  principles  of  justice,  of  equality, 
the  nature  of  our  free  institutions,  and  the  name 
and  character  of  our  Government,  all  unite  in  de- 
manding that  the  Federal  Constitution  be  so 
amended  that  no  office  can  be  held  for  life  in  this 
country.  But,  sir,  1  did  not  rise  to  talk  about  the 
Federal  jurisdicion,  I  rose  to  talk  about  the  na- 
turalization laws. 

Sir,  the  objections  I  have  to  the  naturalization 
laws,  coefsist  in  the  time  they  require  a  foreigner 
to  reside  in  this  country  before  he  can  become  a 
citizen;  the  complication  in  the  laws  themselves 
and  the  expense  and  trouble  they  impose  to  be- 
come a  citizen.  I  wish  to  see  it  put  in  the  power 
of  a  foreigner  to  become  a  citizen  with  a  shorter 
residence  in  thi*  country,  with  as  little  trouble  and 
expense  as  possible,  and  when  he  takes  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  I  wish  him  to  enjoy  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  a  nati/e  born  citizen,  which  the  Fe- 
deral Constitution  does  not  deny  him.  So  thought 
Thomas  Jefferson,  as  is  evinced  in  the  following 
extract  from  one  of  his  messages: 

"I  cannot  omit  recommending  a  revteal  of  the  laws  oa  lbs 
subject  of  naturalization,  considering  the  ordinary  chances  of 
human  life,  a  denial  of  citizenship  under  a  residence  of  fourteen 
year*,  is  a  denial  to  a  great  proportion,  of  those  who  ask  h;  and 
controls  a  policy  pursued  irom  their  first  settlement  bj  many 
of  those  States,  and  suit  believed  of  consequence  to  their  pros* 
peritT  And  shall  we  refuse  to  the  nnhappy  fugitives  from 
distress  that  hospitality  which  (he  sarages  of  the  wilderness  ex- 
tended to  our  fathers  arriving  in  this  land!  Shall  oppressed  hu* 
manily  find  no  asylum  on  this  globe?  The  ConsuraiKm,  indeed, 
has  wisely  provided  that  for  admission  to  certain  offices  of  im- 
portant trusts  a  residence  shall  be  required  sufficient  to  dare* 
lopo  character  and  design.  But  might  not  the  general  cha- 
racter and  capabilities  of  a  cidsen  be  safely  communicated  to 
every  one  manifesting  a  bona  fide  purpose  of  embarking  hM 
life  and  fortune  permanently  with  us?" 

Why  has  he  heretofore  not  enjoyed  such  benefits? 
We  have  had  two  parties  in  this  coin  try  from  the 
commencement  of  our  Government  to  thi*  time, 
and  we  are  likely  to  continue  to  have.  A  Federal 
party  and  a  Democratic  party.  A  Federal  party, 
to  called  from  iheir  attachment  to  Federal  princi- 
ple.*, or  a  strong  and  poweful  Federal  Government 
concentrating  in  it  the  sovereignty  and  independence 
of  the  States;  and,  to  a  great  extent,  the  liberties 
cf  the  people;  and  also  in  favor  ot  all  measofea 
and  all  institntions  which  will  foster,  secure,  and 
perpetuate  those  objects.  A  Democratic  party,  so 
called  from  their  attachments  to  the  principles  of 
Democracy — :o  a  Federal  Government  of  limited 
powers — to  the  sovereignty  or  independence  of  ms 
States,  or  so  much  as  has  not  been  surrender*  d  to 
the  Federal  Government  by  the  letter  of  the  Con* 
stitution — the  broadest  freedom  to  the  people, 
whether  natives  or  foreigners. 

The  Democratic  party,  in  •ecofdtnce)  wife  tfct 
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principl69  which  give  tbeia  name,  hare  always 
been  in  favor  of  the  broadest  liberty  of  speech,  the 
freedom  of  debate,  and  the  freedom  oi  the  press— ■ 
the  most  liberal  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise, 
and  the  least  possible  res' rain t  upon  the  privileges 
of  naturalization,  which  the  safety  cf  the  country 
would  admit.  The  Federal  party  have  ever  ex- 
erted themselves  to  limit  (be  freedom  of  speech , of 
debate,  and  of  the  press,  to  circumscribe  the  elec- 
tive franchise  within  the  narrowest  possible 
bounds  and  to  throw  all  the  restrictions  and  em- 
barrassments possible  in  the  way  of  naturalization, 
and  are  now  endeavoring,  in  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution, to  deprive  foreigners  of  the  rights  of  citi- 
zenship. I  make  no  assertions  here  bnt  what  I 
can  prove,  so  I  proceed  to  prove  these. 

I  wiJl  not  trace  onr  political  history  for  this  pur- 
pose further  than  the  administration  of  the  elder 
Adams.  The  Federal  party  had  the  ascendency  in 
both  branches  of  the  National  Legislature,  as  well 
as  in  the  Executive  Department;  and  here  are 
some  of  the  fruits  of  that  Administration. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  volume  third  of  the  United 
States  Laws,  page  sixty-one,  which  contains  an  act 
supplementary  to  and  to  amend  the  act  entitled,  "An 
act  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization, 
and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  passed  on  that  sub- 
ject." This  act  was  passed  daring  the  Federal  ad- 
ministration of  the  elder  Adams,  and  was  approved 
by  him,  June  J8ib,  1896.  The  first  section  of  this 
act  provides  that  foreigners  shall  not  be  naturalized 
abort  of  a  residence  of  fourteen  years  in  this  coun- 
try next  preceding  their  application.  This  act  was 
a  Federal  measure,  was  introduced  by  Federalists, 
was  sustained  by  Federalists,  passed  by  Federal- 
ists, and  approved  by  a  Federal  President.  It  was 
opposed  by  the  Democratic  party  in  Congress,  as 
the  journals  show  which  I  bold  in  my  hand,  and 
by  the  Democratic  party  ont  of  Congress,  as  the 
political  history  of  the  country  shows.  I  hold  in 
my  hand  the  act  which  is  now  in  force,  and  which 
repeals  the  fourteen  year  act,  and  reduces  the  resi- 
dence of  foreigners  necessary  to  naturalization  to 
live  years.  This  act  was  opposed  by  the  Federal 
party  then  in  Congre«s,  as  the  journals  which  I 
hold  in  my  hand  show.  It  was  passed  by  the  De- 
mocratic party;  but  it  was  passed  as  the  surgeon 
draws  the  tooth— it  was  passed  by  the  hardest  effort. 
Bat  I  wish  to  be  brief:  1  will  come  up  to  modern 
times. 

Last  winter,  a  Democratic  member  (Mr.  Hand 
of  New  York)  introduced  a  bill,  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session,  to  shorten  the  residence  required  by 
the  act  now  in  force.    That  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.    A  majority  of  that 
-committee  were  Federalists  (modern  Wh;g^,)  but 
no  power  on  this  eaith  was  able  to  rescue  it  from 
their  bands.   It  slept  the  sleep  of  death.  The  same 
gentleman  iotrodnced  a  similar  bill  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session.    A  motion  was  made 
to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
the  state  ot  the  Union;  that  motion  failed  by  a  par- 
ty Tote,  the  Federalists  voting  against  it.    A  mo- 
tion was  madv  te  refer  it  to  the  standing  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  that  motion  was  carried  by  a 
party  vote — every  Federalist  in  the  House  voting 
for  it,  and  the  Democracy  against  it;  and  there  that 
bill  now  is  safe  for  an  eternal  sleep.    But  I  shall 
not  pursue  the  history— this  is  enough  f<  r  my  pur- 
pose.   I  could  make  a  book  of  the  party  struggles 
on  the  subject  of  naturalization;  in  every  instance 
of  which,  the  Democracy  have  been  on  the  side  of 
liberality,  and  the  Federalists  on  the  side  of  restric- 
tion.   Here  is  proof— historical  proof — documen- 
tary proof,  of  the  fact,  that  it  is  a  cardinal  princi- 
ple with  the  Federal  party  to  throw  every  possible 
restriction  and  embarrassment  in  the  way  of  natu- 
ralization.   But  the  Federalists  do  not  stop  at  re- 
strictions and  embarrassments;  they  seek  to  over- 
throw the  privilege  and  constitutional  rights  of  na- 
turalization;   tbey  seek  to  deprive  the  foreigner 
of  the  right  of  citizenship  at  present,  and  in  all 
time  to  come;  they  seek  to  make  the  foreigner  a 
vassal— "a  hewer  of  wood  and  a  drawer  of  water.n 
The  country  is,  at  this  time,  overspread  with  "Na- 
tive American  Associations."    Native  American 
Associations!    I  will  remark  upon  that  term  be- 
fore 1  take  my  seat.    Yes,  sir,  our  country  is  over- 
pprts4  with  WaUTC  America  Ajeo««Uon<!    And 


what  is  their  object)  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  memo* 
rial  which  answers  the  question.  Here  it  is : 
"To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representative*  of 
the  United  States  of  America  la  Congress  assembled: 
"FsLLOW-CrrizENa:  The  petition  of  the  undei signed  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  respectfully 
•hows  their  belief,  that  time  has  fulfilled  the  object  had  in  view 
by  our  fathers  at  the  period  of adopt  ng  the  Constitution,  when 
they  gavo  the  Congress  the  power  of  passing  laws  for  the  natu- 
ralization of  foreigner*;  sad  your  petitioners  also  show  their  be- 
lief, thai  the  farther  admission  of  foreigners  to  a  participation 
la  the  political  rights  of  native  Americans,  would  be  huitful  to 
the  interests  of  our  country,  and  if  continue* I  will,  sooner  or 
later,  prove  destructive  to  our  Republican  institutions.  Your 
petitioners,  therefore,  ask  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body 
to  the  various  petitions  for  a  repeal  of  ths  naturalization  Uws 
which  have  heed  formerly  presented  to  your  It  onorable  body; 
and  they  farther  ask  your  honorable  body  to  repeal  entirely  the 
laws  which  now  exist  in  regard  to  the  natura  1'zation  of  fo- 
reigners." 

.  "What  do  you  think  of  that,  sir?  Yc  or  0?k»s 
desk  groans  with  such  petitions  fron  "Native 
American  Associations,"  and  Federalists  no;  asso- 
ciated under  that  name.  And  of  whonr  and  of 
what  are  those  Native  American  As«oc?ati  ns  com- 
posed? Federalists;  I  answer,  without  tb.2  fear  of 
successful  contradiction,  Federalists.  Thete  is  not 
a  pure  Republican  in  the  United  Sta'e*,  who  has 
ever  favored  at  heart  the  principles  of  Democracy, 
who  has  initiated  himself  in  on«  of  those  infamous 
associations.  Infamous,  did  I  say?  Is  that  too 
hard  a  term?  No,  not  when  we  contemplate  the 
object.  The  name  is  good—it  is  honorable.  It  is 
not  the  first  time  we  have  known  a  name  to  be  as- 
sumed for  a  purpose  foreign  to  the  purpose  which 
the  name  would  imply.  We  have  frequently 
known  a  name  to  be  used  to  cover  the  basest 
frauds.  We  have  seen,  within  the  last  twenty-five 
years,  the  political  vocabulary  exhausted  of  names 
to  cover  the  dangerous  and  subverting  principles 
of  Federalism;  and  such  is  the  object  of  both  the 
name  and  the  association  in  question. 

The  true  interpretation  of  "Native  American 
Association"  will  be  understood  by  every  patriot 
when  things  shall  be  called  by  their  right  name?. 
The  translation  of ( 'Native  American  Association" 
will  be,  base  demagogues;  violators  of  the  Constitu- 
tion; corrupt  minions  of  Federalism;  polluters  of 
the  pure  fountains  of  Republicanism;  infamous  de- 
spoilers  of  the  elective  franchise;  myrmidons  of  des- 
potism on  the  soil  of  oar  free  institutions;  calumnia- 
tors and  foal  detractors  of  the  American  character 
and  Republican  principle;  reckless  political  swin- 
dlers, who  would  sacrifice  their  country,  and  sink  to 
eternity  her  free  institutions,  to  live  aday  themselves 
on  their  ruins;  high  handed  political  raibrs  at  the 
rewards  due  to  the  immortal  memor;ei"anrl  p.itriu- 
tic  services  of  Lafayette,  DeKalb,  Pulaski,  Mont- 
gomery, Kosciusko,  and  a  host  of  other  foreigners, 
whose  names  will  be  sung  when  those  who  com- 
pose yonr  "Native  American  Association"  will  be 
lost  in  forgetful  ness.  Native  American  As  rela- 
tion !  Sir,  the  name,  in  connection  with  the  objict, 
sickens  me. 

Soch  an  Association,  for  such  a  purpose,  disgraces 
the  American  escutcheon,  and  meats  the  indignant 
tcorn  of  every  lover  of  human  liberty  and  re- 
publican freedom.  Such  an  institution,  for 
such  a  purpose,  is  worthy,  with  its  members,  to  be 
the  ready  instruments,  the  tools,  and  the  corrupt 
minions  of  a  swindling,  shinplaster,  rotten  bo- 
rough, stockjobbing  aristocracy,  and  of  which,  too, 
they  are  a  part.  And  yet,  strange  to  ?ay,  and  al- 
most incredible,  I  am  told  there  are  foreigners  who 
have  enrolled  themselves  in  those  associations.  If 
there  be  such  a  foreigner,  that  man  is  prepared  to 
open  his  jaws  for  the  bit,  bend  bis  back  for  the 
saddle,  and,  like  Balaam's  ass,  receive  the  kick?  of 
his  master,  without  eyen  the  right  to  say,  "My 
lord,  my  lord,  why  sniitest  thou  me?" 

Sir,  I  could  compile  a  book  of  Federal  memo- 
rials, resolutions,  orders,  sayings,  &c  that  have  for 
thflir  object  the  disfranchisement  of  foreigners;  but 
time  will  not  permit:  I  will  have  to  confine  myself 
to  two  or  three  more  exposes.  I  hold  in  my  hand 
an  address  of  one  of  those  association;  called  "Na- 
tive American,"  from  which  I  will  read  an  extract: 
11  We  do  solemnly  rewire  to  oppose  the  election  or  appoint- 
ment of  any  bat  American  citizens  to  office,  and  henceforward 
use  our  united  efforts  and  unsparing  zeal  to  procure  such  an  al- 
teration in  the  naturalization  law  as  shall  exclude  from  the  right 
of  suffrage  all  foreigner*  who  come  into  the  country  after 
euch  lawiias  passed." 

In  the  opinion  of  a  Federalist  of  high  standing, 
among  eth£r  things,  we  find  the  foUowinjgt 


"Of  the  Irish  foreigners,  most  of  them  are  paupers,  strangers, 
sojourners,  loafers,  and  other  cattle,  who  contribute  not  one  cent  ' 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  Government,  and  are  not  found  save 
on  the  days  of  election,  and  are  never  seen  afterwards.  They 
swear  falsely  with  perfect  impunity  as  Bsspects  punishment  In 
this  world,  and  according  to  whose  faith,  perhaps,  the  price  of  a 
day's  labor  gives  them  [Hie  Roman  Catholics]  absolution  for  the 
next." 

i  am  oo  Roman  Catholic;  but  I  believe  this  a 
base  slander  upon  the  Irish,  worthy  of  a  dema- 
gogae  and  a  liar;  and,  1  believe  a  foul  detraction 
from  the.  principles  of  the  Roman  Catholic  reli- 
gion, worthy  of  a  polluted  heart  or  a  benighted 
mind. 

The  present  Executive  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  Governor  Seward,  in  his  inavgura1  message, 
says: 

"  There  is  another  resource  which  is  ours,  neither 
by  inheritance  nor  by  purchase,  nor  by  violence  nor 
by  fraud.  It  is  the  LABOR,  the  incalculable  LABOR 
of  the  European  States  The  truth  of  this  state- 
ment every  native  American  is  proud  to  admit;  it  is,  Indeed, 
by  their  labor,  AND  BY  THAT  ONLY,  that  foreigners 
render  ANY  SERVICE  to  the  United  States;  and  it  is  the 
duty,  as  it  is  the  just  prerogative  of  the  American  people,  TO 
CONFINE  THEM  TO  THIS  THEIR  ONLY  PRO- 
PS R  VOCA  TION  IN  O  UR  CO  UNTR  Y." 

This  sentiment  is  wortuy  of  the  (diet  of  a  heart- 
less despot.  But  it  is  now  time  that  I  should  intro- 
duce the  alien  and  sedition  laws  as  a  part  of  my 
expose  of  Federal  hostility  to  foreigners,  as  well 
as  the  liberty  of  spet  ch,  the  enjoyment  of  debate, 
and  the  freedom  of  the  press;  and  first  of  the 
Alien  law,  I  read  from  vol.  3d,  United  Slates  Laws, 

page  66: 

«AN  ACT  CONCERNING  ALIENS. 
"And  be  it  enacted,  0-c.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  lor  too  Pre  - 
flident  of  the  United  Slate*,  at  any  time  during  the  continuance 
of  this  act,  to  order  all  such  aliens  as  he  shall  judge  dangerous 
to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  United  States,  or  shall  have  rea- 
sonable grounds  to  suspect  are  concerned  in  any  treasonable  or 
secret  machinations  against  the  Government  thereof,  to  depart 
out  of  the  territory  of  the  United  State?,  within  ruch  time  as 
shall  bo  expressed  in  such  order;  which  order  shall  be  served 
on  such  alien  by  delivering  him  a  copy  thereof,  or  leaving  the 
same  at  his  usual  abode,  and  returned  to  the  office  of  the  Be* 
cretary  of  State,  by  the  marshal,  or  other  persons  to  whom  the 
same  shall  be  directed.  And  in  case  any  alien  so  ordered  to  de- 
part, shall  be  found  at  large  within  the  United  States  after  the 
time  limited  in  such  order  for  his  departure,  and  not  having  ob- 
tained a  licence  from  the  President  to  reside  therein,  or  having 
obtained  such  license,  shall  not  have  conformed  thereto,  every 
such  aiicn  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  imprisoned  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  three  years,  and  shall  never  after  be  ad- 
mitted to  become  a  c'tizen  of  the  United  States. 
'•Approved,  Jane  25, 1798." 

I  will  read  no  more  from  this  law— this  is 
enc  ugh  for  my  purro  e.  And  now  for  the  sedition 
law.  In  the  volume  3,  United  States  Liws,  page 
98,  second  section  <f  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,  we  find  the  following: 

•That  if  any  person  shall  write,  print,  utter  cr  publish,  or 
shall  cause  or  procure  to  be  written,  printed,  uttered  or  pub- 
lished, or  shall  knowingly  and  willingly  assist  or  aid  In  writing, 
printing  or  publishing  any  faL*,  scandalous  or  maliciocs  writing 
or  writings  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or 
either  House  of  the  Congress  of  the  TTnited  States,  or  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to  defame  the  said  Go- 
vernment, or  cither  House  of  the  paid  Congress,'  or  the  said 
Presnl  nt,  or  to  bring  in* m  or  either  of  them  into  contempt  or 
disrepute,  or  to  excite  n;:  linst  them  or  either  or  any  of  them  the 
hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  United  States  •  •  *  •  • 
such  person  being  convicted  thereof,  before  any  court  of  the 
lituteii  Stales  having  jurisdiction  tuereof,  shall  be  punished  by 
fine  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment 
not  exceeding  two  years," 

These  two  extracts  constitute  all  that  is  necessa- 
ry for  me  to  expose  of  these  laws.  -  They 
would  have  been  belter  lilted  for  a  place  in  the 
codes  of  Caligula  or  Nero  than  in  the  American 
salute  book.  I  might  avk  the  foreigner,  I  care  not 
from  what  despotism  he  may  have  tied,  whether  or 
not  bis  condition  would  be  much  improved  nnder 
the  existence  of  such  laws  as  thes>e.  i  have  ex- 
posed them,  and  I  intend  to  make  them  a  part  of 
my  printed  remarks,  becajns*  I  tbiak  they  cannot 
be  too  frequently  exposed.  I  think  the  safety  of 
onr  free  institutions  and  our  personal  liberty  re- 
quire their  frequent  exposition.  True,  tbey  have 
been  repraled,  still  tbey  occupy  a  place  in  the 
American  statute  book  to  its  disgrace  and  infamy. 
But  1  would  not  have  them  expunged  if  I  could.  I 
would  not  only  let  them  remain  on  the  statute 
book,  but  I  would  have  them  transla'ed  into  every 
tonftn*,  and  posted  upon  the  high  ways  at  public 
corners— upon  the  church  pillars  and  in  every  fo- 
rum. They  would  serve  a*  warnings  and  beacons 
to  the  unwary,  that  even  here  liberty  is  only  to  be 
perpetuated  by  a  vigilance  and  an  unceasing 
watchfulness,  which  can  only  be  surpassed  by  the 
bravery  and  patriotism  which  rescued  it  from  the 
grasp  of  ~ 
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To  understand  the  motives  which  gave  birth  to 
those  legal  monsters,  it  is  necessary  to  refer  to  the 
history  of  the  times  of  their  passage. 

Tne  Federal  party,  in  1796,  triumphed  in  the 
election  of  the  elder  Adams,  and  not  only  in  his 
election,  but  in  the  election  of  both  branches  of 
Congress.  That  was  their  first  triumph.  Having 
gained  the  ascendency,  the  next  object  was  to  re- 
tain it.  The  sedition  law  was  intended  to  operate 
on  native  born  citizens,  as  well  at  foreigners.  It 
was  intended  to  benumb  the  tongue,  palsy  the 
hand,  and  suppress  the  press.  It  was  intended  to 
secure  the  re-election  of  the  Presidential  incum- 
bent and  the  Federal  members  of  Congress,  by 
preventing  aoy  and  all  exposes  of  their  Federal 
principles  and  tbeir  subverting  corruptions,  by 
making  heavy  fines,  forfeitures,  and  imprisonment 
the  penalty  of  the  exercise  of  rights  which  the  Con- 
stitution secures,  and  which  is  the  prerogative  of 
freemen  at  all  times  and  in  all  place*-,  and  perhaps 
no  law  was  ever .  more  faithfully  executed  than 
was  that  infamous  law.  Presentments,  indict- 
ments, prosecutions,  judgments,  convictions,  im- 
Srisonments,  and  forfeitures,  were  the  order  of  the 
ay.  The  prisons  groaned  and  the  public  newspa- 
pers teemed  with  sheriffs  and  marshals1  advertise- 
ments for  the  sale  of  forfeited  estates  and  confis- 
cated goods  and  chattels,  to  satisfy  the  "crimes 
against  the  United  States-,"  and  the  crimes  con- 
sisted in  the  exercise  of  the  rights  of  freemen,  and 
an  expose  of  a  corrupt,  a  worthless,  and  a  despotic 
Administration. 

The  alien  law  was  intended  to  operate  on  fo- 
reigners. Tftis  act.  it  will  be  seen,  authorized  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  order  any  fo- 
reigner whom  as  might  think  dangerous  to  the 
country  to  depart  therefrom.  It  is  to  be  under- 
stood, from  the  fact  that  both  the  alien  and  f  edi- 
tton  laws  were  only  to  be  in  force  for  two  years, 
that  they  were  intended  tor  the  sole  purpose  of  se- 
curing the  re-election  of  the  Federal  Administra- 
tion, anJ  securing  it  in  the  full  and  unchecked  ex- 
ercise of  its  corrupt  and  despotic  measures  which 
so  Justly  designated  it  "the  reign  of  terror."  Th4 
safety  of  "the  good  people  of  the  United  States,'1 
and  the  preservation  of  the  country  from  the  influ- 
ence of  foreigner*,  formed  no  part  of  the  conside- 
ration for  the  'passage  of  either  the  alien  or  sedi- 
tion laws.  I  repeat,  it  was  to  perpetuate  in  power 
the  Federal  party:  hence  it  was,  that  power  was 
given  to  the  President  te  order  any  foreigner  to  de- 
part the  country.  It  was  enough  for  him  to  know 
that  the  foreigner  was  opposed  to  the  Federal  par- 
ty, their  principles,  and  bis  re-election:  that  being 
known,  the  Executive  mandate  could  issue.  He 
who  had  the  msfortune  to.be  born  without  the 
United  States,  by  that  mandate  could  be  east  opon 
the  widespread  deep,  without  preservation  or  sup- 
port, to  be  landed  wherever  the  tempests  and  waves 
might  land  him,  for  no  other  crime  than  that  of  be- 
ing a  Democrat.  For  the  exercise  of  this  high  and 
arbitrary  prerogative,  no  presentment  to  a  grand 
jury  was  nece.-sary — no  trial  by  a  petit  jury — no 
judgment  of  a  court  was  necessary — all  forms  of 
trial  and  of  justice  were  dispensed  with;  and  if  the 
unfortunate  victim  of  Executive  Federal  ven- 
geance failed  t  >  comply  with  and  obey  the  man- 
date, his  fate  was  still  harder;  for,  without  present- 
ment, trial,  or  judgment,  a  mandate  from  the  same 
authority  cast  him  into  a  loathsome  prison,  to  lin- 
ger and  languish  and  waste  away  three  years  of  a 
life  which  had  periled  every  thing  tkat  life  and  for- 
tune could  peril,  to  secure  a  home  and  an  asylum 
here. 

No  time  I  have  now  will  permit  me  to  enume- 
rate the  prosecutions  under  and  by  tho?e  odious 
laws.  I  will  allude,  however,  to  one  case,  though 
involving  no  other  principle  or  hardship  than  any 
or  all  others.  I  name  it  because  the  victim  was 
distinguished  for  his  talents,  his  integrity,  bis  pu- 
rity of  principle,  and  bis  fearless  patriotism.  The 
individual  to  whom  I  allude  was  Matthew  Lyon. 
He  was  an  Irishman  by  birth,  but  a  naturalized 
citizen,  consequently  without  the  pale  and  power 
of'  the  alien  law.  He  was  the  editor  or  a  Demo- 
cratrc  newspaper  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  a 
member  of  Congress  elect.  He  was  indicted, 
tned,  and  found  guilty,  for  publishing  a  political 
article  against  John  Adams,  the  Preskfent  of  tne 


United  States.  He  was  fined  one  thousand*  dollars, 
and  costs  of  suit,  and  sentenced  to  four  months1 
imprisonment.  The  fine  to  ihe  ?a«»t  cent  was  col- 
tec  ed,  and  the  imprisonment  inflicted  and  endured. 
But  Federalism,  not  satisfied  with  prosecuting  him 
to  insolvency  and  the  prison,  sought  to  persecute 
him  to  political  disgrace,  with  no  less  avidity  and 
bitterness.  Here  is  the  resolution  which  was  in- 
troduced for  his  expulsion  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives. I  read  this  resolution,  and  shall 
make  ii  a  part  of  my  printed  remarks,  not  only  to 
show  it  to  the  present  generation  as  a  precious  re- 
miniscence of  Federalism  as  it  then  was,  but  also 
to  show  the  depraved  and  milignant  spirit  with 
which  the  party  sought  to  prostrate  the  man  who 
dare  maintain  the  rights  of  a  freeman.  Here  it 
the  resolution: 

u  Resolved,  That  Matthew  Lyon,  a  member  of  this  House, 
having  been  convicted  of  being  a  malicious  and  seditious  per- 
son, and  of  a  depraved  mind  and  wicked  and  diabolical  disposi- 
tion, and  of  wickedly  and  maliciously  contriving  to  defame  the 
Government  of  tho  United  States;  aod  of  having,  with  intent 
and  design,  defamed  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
John  Adams,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  bring 
the  said  Government  and  President  into  disrepute  and  contempt; 
and  with  Intent  and  design  to  e « rite  againatthe  said  Government 
and  President  the  hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  stir  up  sedition  in  the  United  States,  hath  written 
and  published  certain  scandalous  writings  or  libels,  be  therefore 
expelled  from  this  House.'1 

This  is  the  resolution,  and  here  is  the  list  of  Fe- 
deralists who  voted  for  it,  beginning  with  John 
Allen,  and  ending  with  R.  Wain,  torty-nine  in 
number,  the  whole  Federal  pack  then  in  Congress, 
(of  the  House  )  Here  are  the  names  of  the  Demo- 
cratic members,  all  of  whom  voted  against  the 
resolution,  beginning  with  G.  Bain,  and  ending 
wi'h  R.  Williams.  Now,  sir,  to  give  you  and  the 
country  indisputable  evidence  that  the  Democracy 
of  this  day  are  contending  against  the  same  Fede- 
ral parly,  governed  by  the  same  principles  and 
spirit,  so  far  as  the  disposition- (o  restrain  by  law 
the  exercise  of  individual  political  rights  is  con- 
cerned, I  ask  to  read  a  bill,  which  was  introduced 
in  the  Senate  not  long  since  by  a  high-toned  mo- 
dern Federalist,  [Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky.] 
Here  is  the  bill:  it  is  called  the  modern  sedition 
bill: 

"Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Route  of  Represent- 
ative* of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congress  aesem- 
bled,  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eigV.  hundred  and  thirty  nine,  no  marshal  or  deputy 
marshal,  no  postmaster  or  deputy  postmaster,  no  receiver  or 
register  of  a  land  office,  or  any  of  their  deputies  or  clerk*,  no 
surveyor  general  of  the  public  lands,  or  any  of  his  dedu  ies  or 
assistants,  no  collector,  surveyor,  naval  officer,  weigher,  gauger, 
appraiser,  or  other  officer  or  person  whatsoever  concerned  or 
employed  in  the  Charging,  collecting,  levying,  or  managing  the 
customs,  or  any  branch  or  pan  thereof,  no  engineer,  officer,  or 
agent  employed  or  concerned  in  the  execution  or  superintend* 
enco  of  any  of  the  public  works,  shall  by  word,  message,  or 
writing,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever,  endeavor  to  per- 
suade any  elector  to  give,  or  dissuade  any  elector  from  giving, 
his  vote  fur  the  choice  or  any  person  to  be  elector  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  these  United  States,  or  for  the  choice  of 
any  person  to  be  a  Senator  or  Representative  in  the  Con- 
greet  of  the  said  United  States,  or  for  the  choice  of  any  per- 
son to  be  Governor  or  Lieutenant  Governor  of  any  State,  or 
of  any  person  to  be  a  Representative  or  member  in  the  legisla- 
tive department  of  any  State  of  this  Union,  or  for  the  choice  of 
any  person  to  serve  in  any  public  office  established  by  the  law 
of  any  of  said  States;  nor  shall  any  such  officer  or  person  inter* 
meddle  in  any  of  the  elections  above  mentioned,  or  use  any 
means  with  intent  to  influence  or  control  the  same,  otherwise 


than  by  giving  his  own  voce;  and  every  person  offending  therein 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  one  moiety  thereof 
to  the  informer,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  United 


States  afon*aid,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  by  any  per- 
son that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  or  plaint 
In  any  of  the  district  or  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States:  aod 


every  person  convicted,  on  any  such  suit,  of  the  said  offence. 

■  ill  if 

«ul 
United  States. ' 


shall  thereby  become  disabled  and  incapable  of  ever  bearing  or 
executing  any  office  or  place  of  trust  whatsoever  under  the  said 


This  bill  involves  the  fame  principle  of  the  sedi- 
tion law  of  "black -cockade  memory."  Mr.  Bell 
(true  blue)  cf  Tennessee,  of  the  House,  introduced 
another  of  the  same  character,  and  so  nearly  in  the 
same  words  thai  I  shall  not  ask  your  lims  to  read 
it.  Those  bills  were  opposed  by  every  Democrat 
in  the  Senate  and  House,  and  were  sustained  by 
most  of  the  Federalists,  I  believe,  who  did  not 
skulk  (he  vote.  There  is  an  insidious  attempt  to 
make  the  impression  that  those  bills  were  intended 
to  prevent  the  interference  of  Federal  officers  in 
elections,  but  that  was  a  mean  hypocritical  sham: 
fo  we  will  find  it  when  the  power  elect  comes  into 
office.  We  will  hear  of  no  complaint  then  of  the 
interference  of  Federal  rfficers  in  elections.  In- 
terference in  elections  will  be  made  part  of  their 
official  douty.  The  Federal  banner  will  bear  tbe 
inscription,  ♦'Federalism  expects  e? cry  man  to  do  his 


duty  at  the  polls."  I  trust  I  have  displayed  suffi- 
cient political  history  to  illustrate  the  fact  that  the 
Federal  party  have  been  what  they  are  now,  and 
that  they  are  now  what  they  have  been,  enemies  to 
the  free  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise,  opposed 
to  the  constitutional  rights  of  foreign  emigrants,  and 
ia  favor  of  prohibiting  tbe  freedom  of  speech,  of 
debate,  aod  of  the  press.  I  now  a>k  your  attention 
while  I  present  &ome  of  the  evidences  )  with  whieh 
onr  political  history  abounds)  to  prove  tbatthe 
Democratic  party,  whether  in  or  out  of  office,  have 
uniformly  opposed  all  political  measures  calculated 
to  suppress  freedom  in  any  case,  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Constitution  or  the  spirit  of  oar  free  in- 
stitutions, in  addition  to  the  fact  that  tbe  Demo- 
cratic party  to  a  man  opposed  the  alien  and  sedition 
laws,  as  well  their  passage  as  their  execution.  In 
every  instance  when  the  question  of  making  the 
naturalization  law's  more  favorable  to  foreign  emi- 
grants has  been  presented,  the  Democracy  have  ex- 
erted themselves  in  their  behalf,  as  the  journals 
which  I  hold  in  my  hands  show,  and  saeh  is  the 
well  known  history  of  the  country  and  of  the  pax. 
ties.  Here  are  two  or  three  extracts  from  the  Ken- 
tucky and  Virginia  Resolutions,  so  called.  They 
speak  the  Democratic  feeling  which  prevailed  m 
the  country  at  the  time  that  the  alien  and  sedition 
laws  were  in  force: 

First  extract: 

"That  the  General  Assembly  doth  particularly  prate* 
against  the  palpable  and  alarming  infractions  of  the  CuosStn* 
tton,  in  the  two  late  cases  of  the  'Alien  and  Sedition  Acts/ 
pasted  at  the  last  session  of  Congress;  the  first  of  which  exer- 
cises a  power  nowhere  delegated  to  the  Federal  Government; 
and  which,  by  uniting  Legislative  and  Judicial  sowers  to  those 
of  Executive,  subverts  the  general  principles  of  a  free  Go- 
vernment, as  well  as  the  particular  organization  and  positive 
provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitution;  and  the  other  of  which 
act  exercises,  in  like  manner,  a  power  not  delegated  by  the 
Constitution;  but,  on  the  contrary,  expresely  end  positively 
forbidden  by  one  of  the  amendments  thereto;  e  power  which, 
more  than  any  other,  ought  to  produce  universal  ahum;  be- 
cause it  is  levelled  against  that  right  of  free  It  examining  public 
characters  and  measures,  and  of  free  communication  among  the 
people  thereon,  which  has  ever  been  justly  deemed  the  only 
effectual  guardian  of  every  other  right**1 

Second  extract: 

"That  the  friendless  alien  nas  indeed  been  selected  ee  the 
safest  subject  of  a  first  experiment;  but  the  citizen  wili  eaoa 
follow,  or  rather  has  already  followed,  for  already  has  a  sedi- 
tion act  mat  Iced  him  as  its  prey:  that  these  and  successive  acts 
of  the  same  character,  unless  arrested  on  tho  threshold,  sees/ 
tend  to  drive  these  Statee  into  revolution  und  blood*  aid  will 
furnish  new  calumnies  agiinst  Republican  Governments,  end 
new  pretexts  for  those  who  wished  it  to  be  believed  that  mem 
cannot  be  governed  but  by  a  rod  ef  iron;  that  it  would  he  a 
dangerous  delusion,  were  a  confidence  in  the  men  of  our  choice 
to  silence  our  fears  for  the  safety  of  our  rights;  that  confiaVace 
is  every  where  the  parent  of  despotism;  that  free  Govern  seem 
is  founded  in  jealousy  and  not  in  ctHifidence;  it  ie  jealousy,  act 
confidence,  which  prescribes  limited  Constitution*  to  band 
down  those  whom  we  are  obliged  to  trust  with.power;  that  oar 
Constitution  has  accordingly  Axed  the  limits  to  which,  and  ee 
further,  our  confidence  may  go  " 

Tbird  extract: 

"It  can  never  be  admitted  that  the  removal  of  aliens,  anthe- 
med by  the  act,  is  to  be  considered,  not  as  a  punishment  for  aa 
offence,  but  as  a  measure  ef  precaution  and  prevention.  H 
the  banishment  of  an  alien  Jrom  the  countiy  into  which  he  baa 
been  invited,  as  the  asylum  most  auspicious  to  his  happiness:  a 
country  where  he  may  have  formed  the  most  tender  coaoee- 
Uods;  whsrs  he  may  have  invested  his  entire  property, and  ac- 
quired property  of  the  real  and  permanent  as  well  as  of  the 
moveable  and  temporary  kind;  where  he  enjoys  under  the  laws 
a  greater  share  of  the  blessings  of  personal  security,  and  per* 
sonal  liberty,  than  he  can  elsewhere  hope  for,  and  where  ha 
may  have  nearly  completed  his  probationary  title  to  citkxen- 
ship;  if,  moreover,  in  the  execution  of  the  sentence  against 
him,  he  is  to  be  exposed,  not  only  to  the  ordinary  dangers  of 
the  sea,  but  to  the  peculiar  casualties  incident  to  a  crisis  of  war, 
and  of  unusual  licentiousness  on  that  element,  and  possibly  to 
vindictive  purposes  which  his  emigration  itself  may  have  me- 
voked;  if  a  banishment  of  this  sort  be  net  a  punishment,  aod 
among  the  severest  of  punishments,  it  will  he  difficult  to 
imagine  a  doom  to  which  the  name  can  he  applied." 

I  will  trouble  yon  with  no  more  extracts  from 
this  source.  The  Kentucky  and  Virginia  re*oin- 
tions  abound  with  Democratic  principles  and  pa- 
triotic sentiments,  worthy  the  Democracy,  and  the 
friends  of  human  liberty  at  all  times.  But  I  only 
exhibit  these  extracts  to  show  that  the  Democratic 
party  was  then  what  it  is  now.  I  will  read  a  short 
resolution  to  show  that  the  Democratic  party  is 
now  what  it  was  then.  It  is  a  resolution  nani- 
mou8ly  adopted  by  tbe  late  Democratic  National 
Convention  held  at  Baltimore.  Here  is  the  resota- 
tion:J 

"9,  Resolved,  That  the  liberal  principles  embodied  by  Jet 
ferson  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  aod  sancdoneel  ia 
the  Constitution,  which  make  ours  the  land  of  liberty  aod  the 
asylum  of  the  oppressed  oi  every  nation,  have  ever  Man  car- 
dinal principles  in  the  Democratic  faith;  and  every  mump*,  te 
abridge  the  present  privilege  of  becoming  cJtiteoa,  and  taw 
owners  of  soil  among  us,  oufhtto  be  tisJwiwHa  ma  ansae 
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spirit  which  avrepi  th»  alien  and  sedition  laws  from  oar  statute 
book." 

I  have  other  evidence  and  demonstrations  ex- 
pressive of  the  liberality  which  have  characterized 
the  whole  coarse  of  the  Democratic  party;  but  my 
time  and  the  limits  of  a  speech  will  not  permit  me 
to  make  farther  displays  of  them  at  this  t  me. 

Who  are  foreigners,  and  why  shoultthe  name 
be  a  reproach  and  a  word  of  tannr,  as  it  is  here 
and  elsewhere?  Who  are  foreigners,  and  why 
should  they  be  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  our  free 
institutions,  of  which  the  Constitution  doe*  not  de- 
prive iheml  Were  oar  ancestors,  who  first  settled 
the  eoontry,  felled  the  forest,  and  subdued  the  sa- 
vage, in  defiance  of  every  terror  and  of  every 
danger,  not  foreigners?  Who  were  the  patriots  of 
the  Revolution?  Who  periled  their  lives,  spilled 
their  blood,  and  pledged  their  fortunes  in  a  na- 
tion'a  redemption?  Were  they  not  foreigners,  or 
the  descendants  of  foreigners)?  Who  were  they 
who  stood  forth  so  nobly,  so  gallantly,  and 
ao  successfully  in  onr  second ,  straggle  for 
independence?  Were  they  not  foreigner.*,  and 
the  descendants  of  foreigners.  And  who  are 
they  who  make  up  the  entire  population  of  the 
United  8iates  and  the  Territories  thereof?  who 
maintain  the  country  in  peace,  and  who,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  will  again  stand  forth  in  her  de- 
fence, without  distinction  or  regard  to  their  land  of 
nativity — are  they  not  foreigners,  or  the  descend- 
ants of  foreigners? 

8*,  I  have  stated  ihat  the  restrictions  interwoven 
in  some  of  our  political  institutions  by  our  ances- 
tors, were  the  result  of  patriotic  caution.  But  from 
the  success  of  the  Federal  party  in  1796,  to  this 
time  very  different  motives  have  governed  that  par- 
ty in  relation  to  'foreigners.  It  was  well  known 
then,  as  it  is  now,  thai  the  German  and  IrUh  con- 
stitute a  majority  of  all  the  foreign  population  in 
this  country.  It  was  well  known  then,  as  it  is 
now,  that  a  large  majority  of  those  classes  of  our 
foreign  population  are  Democrats  in  principle,  as 
they  are  in  practice.  The  Federal  hostility,  which 
has  always  been  manifested  towards  foreigners, 
has  reference  to  the  Iru-h  and  Germans,  not  to  fo- 
reigners in  genera?;  nor  does  that  hostility  proceed 
from  any  apprehension  of  danger  to  the  libeities 
of  our  country,  or  the  overthrow  of  our  Govern- 
ment by  those  classes  of  our  population,  but  from 
the  fact  that  Federalism  cannot  be  what  it  would 
or  might  be  but  for  the  German  and  Irish 
political  influence.  If  the  German  and  Irish 
population  could  be  cnt  off  from  their  political  and 
constitutional  privileges,  we  would  bear  no  more 
of  "Native  American  Auociations,"  nor  would  we 
hear  any  thing  more  of  Federal  legislation  on  the 
subject  of  naturalization,  except  to  remove  all  re- 
strictions upon  foreigners.  All  would  then  be  right; 
Federalism  could  then  be  just  what  its  advocates 
desire;  that  is  to  say,  always  in  power. 

Sir,  I  have  the  candor  to  acknowledge  that  a 
leading  object  with  me,  in  advocating  an  amend- 
ment of  the  naturalization  laws,  is  to  secure  our 
Irish  and  German  population  (as  well  that  in  tut  as 
that  m /Wore)  the  broadest  possible  privileges  which 
oar  Constitution  will  admit;  yet  1  would  not  vote 
for  the  passage  of  any  law  that  would  not  extend 
equal  privileges  to  all  foreigners,  without  distinc- 
tion of  birth,  country,  or  the  party  to  which  tb«?y 
might  belong.  The  charter  of  our  liberties  was 
sealed  by  the  blood  of  almost  every  nation.  The 
blood  of  the  foreigner  mingled  with  that  of  the  na- 
tive American  in  every  battle  which  was  fought  in 
oar  glorious  Revolution.  Had  our  patriotic  sires  of 
the  Revolution  no  object  beyond  their  own  emanci- 
pation and  the  freedom  of  ihtir  posterity?  They 
looked  to  the  oppressed  of  the  conntries  from  which 
they  fled.  Was  it  not  something  more  than  mere 
colonial  emancipation  that  forced  the  gallant  La- 
fayette from  his  family,  his  friends,  and  the 
"blushing  wine  hills  of  bis  native  France,"  "to 
crusade  for  freedom?"  He  was  actuated  by 
a  love  cf  libtrty  which  had  no  restraint— 
a  love  of  liberty  which  was  neither  limited 
to  the  colonial  citizens  nor  their  posterity. 
His  love  of  liberty  grasped  the  world.  It  extended 
to  all  then  living,  and  ti  all  who  were  to  live.  He 
perilled  the  ocean,  shed  his  blood,  and  sacrificed 
his  fortune,  in  America^  cause,  not  merely  that  the 


foreigner  who  tted  the  iron  rod  of  despotism  and 
the  excommunications  of  bigotry  and  superstition, 
should  find  peace  of  conscience  and  civil  protec- 
tion, but  that,  in  addition,  he  should  walk  erect  as 
a  freeman,  and  participate  in  all  the  political  rights 
ofa  citizen,  which  he  shed  his  blood  to  purchase. 
Who  but  an  ungrateful  despot  at  heart,  or  a  baje 
minion  of  aristocracy,  would  deny  to  the  country- 
men of  Lafayette  the  rights  of  an  American  citizen? 

Sir,  the  blood  of  every  foreign  patriot  which  was 
shed  in  the  Revolution,  as  well  as  in  our  second 
struggle  for  independence,  cries  aloud  from  the 
ground  that  drank  it,  and  demands,  as  a  matter  of 
right,  that  his  countrymen  shall  be  admitted  to  the 
rights  of  an  American  citizen.  The  common  prin- 
ciples of  reciprocal  justice,  patriotism,  and  grati- 
tude, demand  that  that  call  should  be  implicitly 
obeyed.  But,  sir,  while  it  is  a  principal  object 
with  the  Federalists  to  abolish  or  prohibit  the  poli- 
tical franchise  of  our  Irish  and  German  population, 
because  they  ate  opposed  to  Federal  principles  and 
Federal  institutions,  I  would  maintain  aud  extend 
their  franchise  because  they  favor  Democratic 
principles  and  Democratic  institutions.  I  look 
upon  the  suppert  which  our  free  institutions  re- 
ceive from  our  Irish  and  German  population  as  a 
high  guarantee  for  their  dura  ion.  I  look  upon  every 
Irishman  and  every  German  who  comes  to  this 
country  in  health,  or  with  abilities  or  means  to 
maintain  themselves,  whether  by  labor  or  other  ho- 
nest means,  as  an  acquisition  to  our  national 
strength  and  wealth. 

I  believe  I  have  used  the  name  of  DeKalb. 
That  is  a  sacred  name  with  every  grateful  Ameri- 
can. I  cannot  consent  to  pass  it  without  no1  ice. 
It  is  ungrateful  10  telect  from  the  band  of  patriots 
who  shed  their  blood  on  liberty's  altar  the  name  of 
any  one  as  the  subject  of  euk-gy.  But,  as  it  is 
the  rights  of  Germans  I  am  maintaining,  I  must 
be  permitted  to  speak  of  that  d  stinguished  patriot. 
The  name  of  DeKalb  stands  prominent  on  the  sa- 
cred history  that  records  the  noble  and  daring  deeds 
of  the  brave;  his  memory  entwines  the  heart  of 
every  lover  of  his  country;  his  name  is  the  bo3t 
and  pride  of  all  who  delight  to  recount  the  services 
of  those  w!ro  achieved  our  Independence;  his  ser- 
vices live  immortal,  to  welcome  to  the  land  of  his 
redemption  every  German  who  seeks  a  refuge  from  j 
his  home  of  oppression.  DaKalb  was  a  son  of  Ger-  i 
many.  He  was  born  to  battle  with  despotism.  He  ' 
was  one  of  Heaven's  decreed,  to  rescue  the  oppress- 
ed from  the  grasp  of  the  tyrant.  His  noble  daring 
corresponded  with  the  noble  purpose  of  his  destiny. 
He  forsook  as  if  by  divine  intuition  the  land  of  his 
birth,  and  the  home  of  his  relatives,  the  endear- 
ments and  associations  founded  in  youthful 
friendships,  to  battle  in  the  gloom  and  clouds  of 
war  for  a  people  who  had  no  claims  on  him.  He 
came  in  the  Revolution,  when  want  and  calamity 
were  the  darkest,  and  when  the  devastations  of 
war  were  spreading  the  widest,  and  when  the 
"torch  of  the  enemy  was  in  the  midst  of  destruc- 
tion." His  sacred  regard  for  the  cause  of  human 
rights  allowed  him  no  time  for  reflection.  He  at 
once  sought  the  most  dangerous  post  and  tbeliottest 
fight.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  was  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  regulars  in  the  Southern  divi* 
sioo  of  the  army,  and  gloriously  fell  in  the  battle 
cf  Camden,  a  martyr  to  the  cause  of  liberty. 
Who,  I  ask,  that  is  now  basking  in  the,  sunshine 
of  liberty,  purchased  by  the  blood  of  De  Kalb,  will 
refuse  the  rights  of  an  American  citizen  to  the 
German? 

I  have  no  time  to  specify  the  signal  services  of 
the  American  Irish,  either  in  the  Revolution  or 
our  second  struggle.  I  will  say,  however,  that 
the  American  historian  has  but  poorly  discharged 
his  duty,  who  has  failod  to  give  the  Iri»h  a  high 
place  in  the  historical  temple  of  fame,  in  his  de- 
scription of  our  glorious  and  successful  struggles. 
But  I  have  used  the  nams  of  „  Mongomery. 
That  too  is  a  sacred  name,  and  should  not 
be  uttered  but  in  affection  and  patriotic  reve- 
rence. I  dare  not  pass  that  name  without 
recounting  briefly  the  gallant  deeds  .of  him  who 
honored  it,  and  the  glorious  part  he  took  in  a  na- 
tions emancipation.  Montgomery  was  an  Irish- 
man. He  distinguished  himself  as  an  officer  and  a 
soldier  under  Wolfe,  at  the.  taking  of  duebec  by 


the  British,  by  which,  he  acquired  a  high  military 
reputation.  Previous  to  the  American  Revolution 
he  settled  in  the  State  of  New  York.  He  took  a 
decided  stand  with  the  Colonies  against  the  "mo- 
ther country."  In  1775  he  was  appointed  te  the 
command  of  the  nonhexn  department  of  the  Con- 
tinental army,  in  conjunction  with  General  Schuy- 
ler; but  the  dccliniog  health  of  the  latter  threw  the 
whole  of  the  command  on  him.  He  captured 
Fort  Chamble,  St.  John,  and  Montreal;  after  which 
he  proceeded  to  besiege  due  bee.  The  siege  conti- 
nued a  month,  when  he  attempted  to  storm  the 
place;  but,  in  the  act  of  doing  all  that  courage, 
bravery,  and  skill  could  do,  he  gloriously  fell,  with 
two  of  his  aids  by  bis  side. 

Who  would  deny  to  the  countrymen  of  Montgo- 
mery the  rights  of  an  American  citizen?  None, 
sir,  but  he  who  is  unworthy  of  such  rights  himself. 
Where  was  the  time,  or  where  the  peril,  that  the 
Irish  were  not  at  the  post  of  danger?  So  it  al- 
ways will  be.  A  love  of  freedom,  and  a  sacred 
and  unconquerable  attachment  to  the  princi- 
ples of  liberty,  constitute  the  Irishman's  nature. 
No  band,  however  oppressive,  no  time  however 
long,  no  laws  however  tyrannical,  while  they  per- 
mit him  to  breathe,  and  wear  his  manly  form,  can 
bend  him  from  his  attachments  to  human  liberty, 
nor  paralyze  his  efforts  to  sustain  and  defend  ir>  nor 
cower  his  burning  and  indignant  brow  from  frown- 
ing upon  the  despot.  That  manly  hatred,  that  just 
revenge,  that  patriotic  and  uncompromising  hosti- 
lity which  have  a  just  resideuce  io  the  breast  of 
every  honest  Lishman,  whether  in  this  country  or 
in  his  native  Erin,  towards  England  for  the  oppres- 
sion and  tyranny  to  his  injured  and  oppressed 
land,  is  a  high  and  valuable  security  to  Ame- 
rican liberty  at  all  times,  aud  against  all  invaders, 
but  more  especially  aginst  British  invasion  to 
which  we  are  more  exposed,  and  from  which  we 
have  more  to  fear,  than  from  all  others  besides. 
But  he  who  wishes  properly  to  appreciate  tha 
Irish  character,  most  not  limit  his  research,  either 
to  the  noble  resistance  to  British  oppression,  or  to 
the  displays  of  Irish  patriotism  and  courage  in  our 
national  struggles.  The  Irish  nation  claim  an 
ancestry  superior  to  the  Arglo  Saxon  race.  Thejr 
are  the  decendants  of  the  Carthaginians,  who  were 
a  family  of  Phoenicia.  No  people  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  were  more  distinguished  for  all  the  requisi- 
tions that  form  a  brave  a  persevering  people 
than  were  the  Phoenicians.  Their  noble  daring, 
and  fearless  bravery,  gave  them  the  control  of  the 
seas,  and  the  command  of  the  commercial  world. 
No  sea  or  ocean  in  the  known  world,  in  their  day, 
was  too  broad,  too  deep,  or  too  tempestuous,  for 
them  to  encounter.  No  country  was  too  distant 
for  them  to  reach  and  penetrate.  Phoenicia  enriched " 
herself  by  the  commerce  of  all  nations.  Carthage 
was  a  colony  of  Tyre,  and  partook  of  her  bravery 
and  daring,  as  well  as  of  her  skill  in  the  art  of 
navigation,  and  perseverance  in  commerce;  aud, 
in  torn,  enriched  herselt  at  the  expense  of  all  na- 
tions! 1  say  the  Irish  were  a  celony  from  Car- 
thage,, and  such  is  their  pride  of  ancestry,  and 
such  their  love  of  country,  their  laws,  their  cus- 
toms, and  their  institutions,  that  even  the  subvert* 
ing  arm  of  Great  Britain  has  been  unable  to  over- 
throw or  extinguish  them.  Even  to  this  day, 
though  three  thousand  years  have  elapsed,  they 
speak  the  Carthaginian  language  almost  in  its  pa- 
rity. He  who-  wishes  to  know  the  Iri«h  history, 
and  the  Irish  character,  must  avoid  the  English 
historian  as  he  would  the  book  <  f  slander  and  de- 
traction. It  has  always  been  an  object  of  na- 
tional policy,  as  well  as  national  pride,  with  the 
English  historian,  to  present  the  Irish  people  to  the 
word  as  a  wild,  reckless,  and  an  ungoverna- 
ble people.  English  historians  pass  off  their 
patriotism,  and  their  struggles  for  liberty,  as  the  re- 
sult of  a  wild  and  unconquerable  hatred  to  the 
rules  and  restraints  of  civil  government,  with  a 
view  to  cover  the  iniquities  and  violence  of  British 
oppression.  It  is  a  vile  slander  of  the  Irish  nation 
and  the  Irish  character,  as  the  fact  cf  the  duration 
of  their  national  customs  and  language  proves. 
Nothing  goes  so  far  to  prove  the  stability  and  re- 
gularity of  a  nation  as  an  attachment  to  the  sop- 
port  of  customs,  maxims,  institutions,  laws,  and 
talWf*  *tah  *ay*  been  found  convenient  and 
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promotive  of  human  happidess.  I  say  there  is  no 
nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth  that  can  boast  of 
such  certain  and  remote  antiquity,  none  can  trace 
instances  of  such  early  civiliza- ion,  nor  do  any  pos. 
sess  snch  irrefragable  proofs  of  their  origin,  lineage, 
and  duration  of  language  and  government. 

Before  the  introduction  of  Christianity,  no  peo- 
'  pie  of  the  globe  better  or  more  orderly  maintained 
their  civil  institutions,  under  Paganism,  than  did 
the  Irish.  I  believe  tbe  fir&t  minhter  of  the  cross 
who  visited  Ireland  was  St.  Patrick,  who  was  sent 
by  Celesrine,  Bishop  of  Rome,  with  twenty  assist- 
ants, eminent  for  Jheir  piety,  virtue,  and  learning. 
Those  divines  applied  themselves,  with  faithful  as- 
siduity, to  the  work  of  their  mission,  and  their  suc- 
cess exceeded  all  human  calculation  at  that  time. 
In  no  land  did  the  Gospel  spread  with  such  rapid 
progress— in  no  land  was  it  so  slightly  opposed  at 
its  first  introduction.  The  people,  says  a  distin- 
guished historian,  received  the  doctrines  of  Chris- 
tianity with  a  sort  of  spiritual  violence,  and  no  peo- 
ple, from  that  day  to  this,  adhere  to  the  principles 
of  Christianity,  as  taught  them,  with  more  firmness 
and  resolute  perseverance,  than  do  the  Irish.  But 
with  all  their  attachment  to  the  Christian  religion, 
bo  people  ever  more  resolutely  and  successfully 
resisted  tbe  attempt  of  religious  innovation  apon 
their  civil  rights.  But  here  a  field  of  Irish  history 
opens  which  I  have  no  time  to  traverse.  I  can 
only  say  that  Ireland  was  betrayed  to  Henry  II 
of  England  by  the  infamy  of  Dermor,  though  she 
has  never  been  conquered  to  this  day. 

Ireland  has  never  kissed  the  English  rod.  She 
withstood  the  arms,  the  bribes,  and  the  oppres- 
sions of  England,  from  the  nominal  subjection  lo 
Henry  II,  till  the  union  of  the  two  Kingdom* — a 
penod  of  near  four  hundred  years.  Prior  to  that, 
every  attempt  at  reduction  or  subjection  was  met 
on  the  field  of  blood.  The  farthest  innovation  of 
tbe  British  arms  or  color  of  subjection,  did  not 
extend  beyond  the  pale — which  was  limited  lo  the 
counties  of  Dablin,  Kildare,  and  Meath,  with 
the  cities  of  Waterford,  Cork,  and  Limerick; 
over  the  other  parts  of  the  Kingdom  which  were 
without  the  pale,  neither  Henry  II,  nor  any  of  his 
successors,  until  the  reign  of  James  I,  either  had, 
or  pretended  to  claim,  more  than  a  naked  sove- 
reignty, marked  alone  by  a  formal  homage,  a 
trifling  tribute,  and  an  empty  title.  And  what  now 
is  the  union,  or  what  is  it  worth?  To  be  sure,  it  is 
a  political  union  that  serves  to  oppress  Ireland, 
but  it  is  no  union  of  friendship,  feeling,  or  nation- 
al tiea.  The  true  and  patriotic  Irishman  bears, 
in  every  feeling  he  possesses,  the  same  hostility 
to  the  English  nation,  her  Government,  and  her 
laws,  which  burned  in  the  bosoms  of  his  ancestors, 
when  their  country  was  treacherously  surrendered 
by  the  infamous  Dermod.  Every  true  Irishman 
transmits  to  his  posterity  the  seeds  of  that  hosti- 
lity, which  nill,  some  day,  overwhelm  the  op- 
pressor, and  redeem  Ireland.  The  arm  of  British 
oppression,  under  which  Ireland  now  groans,  will 
be  paralyzed  by  the  abuse  of  the  corrupt  means  by 
which  it  gained  its  power)  |Tbe  Irish  mind  is  like 
spring  steel — it  may  be  borne  down  by  the  weight 
of  oppression,  but  no  time  nor  no  tyranny  can  de- 
stroy its  nature.  The  Irish  spirit  may,  for  a  lime, 
be  smothered,  but  it  will,  eventually,  burst  into 
flames.  It  is  impossible  for  a  land  like  that  of 
Ireland,  destined  by  its  Creator  to  be  the  abode  of 
freedom  and  happiness,  always  to  remain  the  land 
of  oppression  and  misery.  Fear  not,  Irishmen !  the 
sleeping  lion  will  one  day  awake;  Ireland  will  one 
day  be  free. 

Sir,  there  is  no  people  for  whom  I  entertain  a 
higher  feeling  of  personal  and  national  respect,  than 
for  the  Irish;  and  I  feel  that  that  respect  is  well 
founded— 1  have  high  and  undoubted  authority  for 
it.  The  history  of  the  Irish  nation,  and  the  quali- 
ties of  the  Irishman,  unite  in  fixing  that  opinion 
with  me.  Their  attachments  to  the  principles  of 
Democracy,  which  no  influence  can  shake,  or 
bribery  seduce/must  fix  upon  them  the  confidence 
of  every  friend  to  our  free  institution?;  and  so 
thought  our  ancestors,  I  hold  in  my  hand  the 
journals  of  the  Continental  Congress.  From  them 
I  will  read  a  short  extract  of  an  address  to  Ireland, 
by  a  committee  of  Congress  for  that  purpose. '  I 
read  it,  mod  shall  wain  it  a  part  of  my  printed  re* 


marks,  in  order  to  place  the  views  and  feelings  of 
our  gallant  ancestors  towards  the  Irish,  in  contrast 
with  the  stand  now  taken  against  them  and  the 
Germans  by  the  Federal  popinjay  shinplaster  aris- 
tocracy of  this  day.    Here  is  the  extract: 

"Permit  rtie  to  assure  you  that  It  was  with  the  utmost  taluc« 
tance  we  could  prevail  ourselves  to  cease  our  commercial  con- 
nection with  your  island.  Your  parliament  had  done  us  no 
wrong.  You  had  ever  been  friendly  to  the  rights  of  mankind; 
and  we  acknowledge  with  pleasure  and  gratitude  that  your  na- 
tion has  produced  patriots  who  hare  nobly  distinguished  them- 
selves in  the  cause  of  humanity  and  America-  On  the  other 
hand,  we  were  not  Ignorant  that  the  labor  and  manufactures  of 
Ireland,  like  those  of  the  silk  worm,  were  of  little  moment  to 
herself;  but  served  only  to  give  luxury  to  those  who  neither 
toil  nor  spin.  We  perceived  that,  if  we  continued  our  com- 
merce with  vou,  our  agreement  not  to  import  from  Britain 
would  be  fruitless,  and  were,  therefore,  compelled  to  adopt  a 
measure  to  which  nothing  but  absolute  necessity  could  have  re* 
concil*d  us.  It  gave  us,  however*  some  consolation  to  reflect, 
that  should  it  occasion  ycu  muck  distress,  the  fertile  regions 
of  Americu  would  afford  you  a  safe  asy turn  from  poverty, 
and.  in  timb,  from  oppression  also:  an  asylum  in  which  thou- 
sands of  your  countrymen  have  found  hospitality,  peace,  and 
affluence,  and  become  united  to  us  by  all  the  lies  of  consangui- 
nity, mutual  interest  and  affection." 

What  objects  had  the  venerable  patriots  of  tbe 
Revolution  when  they  expressed  this  high  opinion 
of  the  Irkh,  and  ex 'ended  this  pressing  invitation 
to  them  to  flee  from  that  oppression  which  was 
crushing  them  to  tbe  dust,  and  finking  them  to  (he 
grave?  Was  it  their  intention  that  they  should  be 
made  beasts  of  bar  then  to  do  the  "labor,"  as  Gov. 
Seward  says,  and  as  Federalism  says,  or  was  it 
their  intention  that  they  should  be  freemen  and 
American  citizens?  Was  it  their  intention  to  se- 
duce the  Irteh  here  to  spill  their  blood  in  the  Revo- 
lution, and  when  liberty  should  be  secured,  cast 
them  and  their  countrymen  after  them  off  as  un- 
worthy of  the  benefits  and  blessings  which  that  blood 
should  purchase?  The  thought  is  monstrous,  and 
to  name  it  is  infamous  slander. 

But,  sir,  there  is  a  question  of  policy,  independent 
of  the  motives  of  patriotism  and  gratitude,  which 
makes  it  important  to  extend  to  our  Irish  and 
German  population  at  an  early  period  and  at  a 
cheap  rate  tbe  tights  of  citizenship.  I  repeat 
that  the  support  which  onr  Democratic  prin- 
ciples and  our  free  institutions  receive  at 
their  hand,  constitutes  a  high  guarantee  for 
their  duration.  It  is  the  dictate  of  good  policy, 
without  any  other  consideration,  to  admit  thtm  to 
the  full  benefits  of  our  free  institution?;  while  a  de- 
nial of  ihem  would  mark  us  as  a  people  of  a  selfish 
and  jealous  disposition,  nnworthy  of  a  great  and 
growing  Republic.  That  national  jealousy  and 
selfishness  wnich  prohibits  foreigners  from  a  parti- 
cipation in  legal  and  political  benefits  is  worthy  of 
despotism,  or  of  narrow  and  petty  Republics,  and 
rarely  ever  fails  to  produce  their  evils.  It  is  ever 
so  with  restrictions,  when  carried  beyond  the  bounds 
of  good  or  liberal  policy.  For  the  truth  of  which, 
we  may  refer  to  tbe  history  of  many  national  dis- 
asters, and  from  which  the  wise  and  tbe  expe- 
rienced may  draw  many  useful  lessons. 

The  Assyrians  repudiated  the  Babylonians,  re- 
fused them  the  protection  cf  their  laws,  and  even 
admission  into  their  empire;  by  which  they  de- 
prived themselves  of  many  useful  maxims,  as  well 
as  the  improvement  in  arms  of  national  defence 
and  their  practical  use.  The  Babylonians  rejected 
the  improvements,  learning,  and  language  of  the 
,  Medes  and  Persians;  and  the  Medes  and  Persians 
those  of  the  Macedonians;  and  tbe  Macedonians 
these  of  the  Romans.  And  yet  the  empire  of  As- 
syria made  way  for  the  Babylonians;  the  Babylo- 
nians were  conquered  and  subdued  by  the  Medes 
and  Persians;  the  Medes  and  Persians  were  over- 
thrown by  the  Macedonians;  and  the  Macedonians 
by  the  Romans.  There  is  little  doubt  but  that  the 
overthrow  of  each  of  those  empires  may  be  traced, 
to  some  extent,  to  causes  which  had  their  founda- 
tion in  that  jealousy  and  selfishness  which  induced 
the  one  to  prohibit  tbe  other  from  a  participation  in 
its  political  institutions. 

It  was  the  same  miserable,  narrow  policy  which 
was  marked,  too,  by  a  haughty  pride,  that  induced 
the  citizens  and  policy  of  Carthage  in  her  degene- 
rate day,  to  reject  not  only  the  Grecian  manners, 
customs,  language,  and  art-?  of  war  from  being 
taught  in  their  dominions,  but  even  to  prohibit  a 
Grecian  from  settling  on  their  soil:  for  want  of  the 
benefits  and  advantages  of  all  which,  Carthage 
sunk  a  victim  to  the  Roman  arms*,  but  Homo  he*. 


self,  in  her  degenerate  days,  'ell  into  the  same  fatal 
error.    When  Rome  was  in  the  zenith'  of  her  pros- 
perity, and  the  height  of  her  real  grandeur,  it  was 
her  general  policy  to  admit  the  nations  she  con- 
quered to  the  r:ghts  of  Roman  citizens,  or  to  extend 
her  laws,  her  maxims,  and  her  political  institutions 
over  dominions  that  gave  way  to  her  arms.    It 
was  not  until  after  she  had  euuk  into  Eastern  effe- 
minacy and  Eastern  vices,  produced  by  unrestrained 
indulgence  in  Eastern  luxuries,  purchased  at  die 
sacrifice  of  her  revenue  which  should  have  sap- 
ported  and  maintained  her  national  deiencca  on  her 
frontiers,  that  she  substituted  tbe  amphitheatre  of 
sport  and  unbridled  licentiousness  for  the  forum  of 
virtue,  political  science,  and  national  intelligence, 
Then  it  was  that  she  treated  the  subdued  ttnd  con- 
quered victims  of  her   arms   as  barbaroa5,   on- 
worthy  of  her  protection,  sacrificed  them  to  the 
sport  of  mental  depravity,  by  easting  ihem  into 
the  pit  to  be  torn  to  pieces  by  wild  and  ferocious 
beasts,    and    trained    them     as     gladiators    fur 
the  destruction  of  each  other  to  gratify  the  de- 
generate  and    corrupted   appetite    of  assembled 
thousands.    Then  it  was  that  Rome,  whose  stand- 
ard   had  borne    her   eagles    over   the    civilized 
globe;  whose  arms   and  whose  laws  and  maxims 
had  supplanted  the  nations  of  the  earth,  fell  a  prey 
.  to  and  became  the  pillage,  the  plunder  and  the 
spoils  of  a  few  half  naked  untaught  bands  of  bar- 
barians.   So  we  may  trace  among  the  causes  to 
which  Rome  owed  her  overthrow,  that  of  the  bar- 
barous and  worse  than  brutal  treatment  of  those 
whom  it  was  her  policy  and  her  duty  to  have 
protected  and  defended,  and  made  Roman  citizens!. 
I  have  stated  thai  in  the  formation  of  our  Go- 
vernment some  of  our  institutions  were  framed 
with  reference  to  some  of  the  political  institutions 
of  the  country  frtm  which  we  were  emancipated. 
The  legal  prohibitions  against  foreigners  in  England 
had  their  influence.  I  believe  it  was  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  Eighth  that  the  Pope's  buHs  and  eccle- 
siastical processions  were  prohibited  the  realm  of 
England*  and  the  Protestant  church  made  inde- 
pendent of  the  church  of  Rome.     At    the  same 
time  the  King  was  made  head  of  the  church  in 
place  of   the  Pope.    But  perhaps  this  stroke  at 
the  Pope  did  not  so  much  proceed  from  hostility  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  as  from  a  determination 
to  abolish  his  influence,  and   the  power  of  ihe 
Roman   church,  over    the    civil   institutions    of 
England.     At   that  time   the   arms   of  Charles 
the  Fifth,  Emperor   of  Germany,  was   shaking 
every    throne     in     Europe.      Charles    himself 
was    wedded,     in     principle     and    policy,    to 
the  -Roman  church,   and  it  was   not    more   his 
object  to  subject  all  Europe  to  the  imperial  crown, 
than  it  was  to  make  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  ihe 
national  religion  wherever  his  arms  extended.    It 
is,  therefore,  neither  unfair  nor  unreasonable  to 
suppose  that  a  leading  object  with   Henry  the 
Eighth,  in  overthrowing  the  Catholic  faith  and  abo- 
lishing the  Pope's  power  in  the  realm  of  England, 
was*to  unite  to  his  own  power  the  in/Ioence  of  the 
Lutheran  reformation  against  the  combination  of 
the  arms  of  Charles  and  the  ecclesiastical  influ- 
ence, as  well  as  the  armf,  of  the  Pope.    But  the 
stand  taken  by  Henry  did  not  stop  with  denouncing 
the  Pope,  and  rejecting  bis  ecclesiastical  supremacy, 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  as  the  national  reli- 
gion.   It  became  for  a  time  the  policy,  not  only  of 
Henry,  but  many  of  his  successors,  to  deny  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  citizen  not  only  the  right  to  hold 
office,  to  acquire  and  hold  property,  but  even  the 
benefit  of  the  laws,  to  some  extent,  for  his  personal 
security.     Not  very  creditable  prohibitions,    we 
would  say,  at  this  day.    But  it  was  not  merely  the 
Roman  Catholic  and  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  that 
met  with  a  repulse  in  England;  other  religions 
denominations,  through  whom  nothing  fatal  to  the 
interests  of  the  State  was  to  bs  feared,  met  with 
treatment  but  little  more  favorable.    For  many 
ages  the  Jews  were  compelled  to  purchase  reli- 
gious privileges  at  an  enormous  expense.    Tinder 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  and  the  beginning 
of  ths  reign  of  Edward  the  Tnird,  tbe  Jews  paid  to 
those  monarch*  in  leas  than  seven  years  the  almost 
incredible  (at  that  time)  sum  of  more  than  fear 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling  lor 
no  other  consideration,  tfyaa  the  rights  ©J  < —  - 
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in  the  island  of  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding 
the  election  and  the  payment  of  that  oppressive 
tribute,  the  Jews,  in  the  reiga  of  the  same  Edward, 
to  the  number  of  upwards  of  fifteen  thousand,  were 
banished  the  ieatni1  and  were  never  permitted  to 
return  uatil  Oliver  Cromwell  admitted  them. 

The  tragedy  attending  their  banishment  was  a 
disgraceful  stain  upon  the  reign  in  which  it  was 
ordered,  a  brutal  violence,  u  a  worthy  of  any  age, 
And  a  black  and  dam  ding  spot  on  England's  cha- 
racter, which  time  can  never  efface. 

On  their  banishment,  the  richest  of  them,  having 
pat  themselves,  with  their  treasure,  in  a  ship  of 
large  harden;  when  the  ship  was  under  sail,  and 
g a  down  the  Thames  towards  the  month  of  the 
river,  and  below  Jainsborough,  the  master  of  the 
ship  confederating  and  conspiring  with  the  mari- 
ners, invented  a  stratagem  to  destroy  them.  The 
master  commanded  anchor  to  be  cast,  which  was 
done,  and  the  ship  kept  riding  at  anchor  until  at  the 
ebb  of  the  sea,  she  laid  on  the  sand.  The  master 
and  his  criminal  confederates  entised  the  Jews  to 
walk  with  them  on  the  sand  for  their  health  and 
recreation,  which  they  did.  When  the  master  had 
understood  the  tide  had  risen,  he  and  his  associates 
stole  away  from  them,  and  got  back  to  the  ship. 
Toe  Jews  made  no  haste,  for  they  were  not  sensi- 
ble of  their  danger,  nor  the  plot  which  was  laid 
for  their  destruction*  But  when  they  perceived 
the  peril  they  were  in,  they  cried  aloud  for  help. 
Th)  master,  in  taunt  and  provocation,  answered 
that  now  was  the  time  to  try  the  power  and  truth  of 
their  religion;  they  ought  rather  to  cry  to  Moses,  by 
whose  conduct  their  fathers  passed  through  the  Red 
sea:  in  a  short  time  they  were  swallowed  up 
and  drowned. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  extravagant  and  oppres- 
sive exactions  made  upon  the  Jews,  their  banish* 
menr,  and  the  tragedy  which  I  have  related  was 
more  the  result  of  religious  persecution  than  the 
exercise  of  civil  power  in  England.  That  might  • 
have  been  the  cise  to  seme  extent,  bat  the  Church 
and  State  were  united.  The  whole  proceeded 
from  the  principle  and  spirit  which  would  pro- 
scribe foreigners  from  the  enjoyment  of  political 
rights  in  this  country.  I  believe  that  legal  and 
constitutional  disqualifications  in  all  the  States  or 
kingdoms  of  Europe  exht  against  the  admission 
of  foreigners  to  the  enjoyment  of  political,  and,  to 
some  extent,  to  legal  rights.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
bat  but  what  that  may  be  necessary  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, owing  to  the  contiguity  of  one  kingdom 
to  another,  arid  to  the  facility  with  which  trea- 
sonable plots  may  be  conducted  through  the 
medium  of  speedy  intercourse,  and  the  ra- 
pidity with  which  they  may  overspread  a 
whole  kingdom.  No  such  reasons  exist  with  as, 
oar  remote  distance  from  all  powers,  the  wide 
spread  of  our  country  and  Government,  to  say  no- 
thing of  the  independence  of  our  several  State  Go- 
vernments, which  are  checks  on  each  other,  and  the 
whole  a  check  upon  the  Federal  Government,  must 
ever  prevent  any  individual  influence  from  foreign- 
ers dangerous  to  the  stability  of  our  Government. 
The  attempt  is  hardly  possible;  or,  if  ever  made, 
will  be  nugatory.  If,  in  Europe,  a  citizen  moves 
from  one  State  to  another,  he  moves  but  from  one 
rand  of  oppression  to  another;  and  the  only  object 
he  could  have  to  engage  in  a  treasonable  plot,  or 
conspiracy,  would  be  to  restore  liberty;  but  when 
be  comes  to  our  country,  be  gains  the  object  which 
in  Europe  mi^ht  incite  him  to  treason. 

I  repeat,  that  the  restraints  thrown  around  the 
elective  franchise  to  depiive  foreigners  of  the  right 
of  citizenship,  and  the  efforts  now  making  by  trie 
Federalists  and  the  "Native  American  Associa- 
tions/' are  dircted  against  the  German  and  Irish 
emigrants  who  seek  a  home  win  us.  Such  is  the 
secret  understanding  and  the  open  declaration, 
when  declaration*  are  made.  And  here  let  me  ask, 
what  would  induce  a  German  or  an  Iri.h- 
man  to  enter  into  a  conspiracy  to  over- 
throw a  Government  of  free  institutions,  to 
which  he  has  tied  for  safety  and  protection? 
What  would  induce  either  to  enter  into  a  secret 
negotiation  with  ths  Government  from  which  he 
has  fled  because  of  its  tyranny,  oppression,  and 
despotism?  Sir,  the  thing  is  impossible,  and  not 
more  impossible  than  fruitless,  if  attempted.    Bat 


when  was  the  time,  or  where  the  place,  or  what 
the  emergency,  that  the  Germans  and  the  Irish  have 
not  shown  themselves  worthy  of  the  rights  of  Ame- 
rican citizens?  When  have  they  not,  in  time  of 
peace,  done  all  that  has  been  required  of"  them  in 
support  of  the  Government?  When  has  been  the 
occasion  they  have  not  been  foremost  in  danger 
and  peril  when  called  on  by  their  country?  In 
peace  they  are  the  most  ihdustfious,  hardy,  honest, 
and  virtuous  citizens  we  have,  take  them  a«  a  body. 
Firm  to  their  adopted  country,  and  faithful  to  her 
free  institutions,  as  they  periled  a  tempestuous 
ocean,  and  encountered  the  afflictions  of  a  separa- 
tion from  a  native  home,  and  the  graves  of  their 
fathers,  for  a  strange  land,  in  search  of  freedom; 
so  have  they  ever  manifested  a  ready  willingness  to 
spill  their  blood,  and  risk  their  lives,  in  defence  of 
that  freedom  which  they  have  found  here.  Can 
you  point  to  the  standard  of  liberty  which  the 
Germans  and  the  Irish  have  not  mingled  their  blood 
to  erect? 

Sir,  if  it  i*  urged  as  a  reason  by  the  Federalists 
and  the  Native  American  Associations,  that  the 
stability  of  our  free  institutions  require  that  the 
Germans  and  the  Irish  should  be  disfranchised,  I 
could  refer  them  to  tome  other  classes  of  our  fo- 
reign population,  from  whom  there  is  much  more 
danger  to  be  apprehended.  I  could  also  refer  them 
to  some  other  influences,  subjection?,  and  connec- 
tion?, still  more  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  this 
people,  and  the  free  institutions  of  this  country.  I 
mean  the  moneyed  influence  of  a  British  aristo- 
cracy, to  which  we  arc  now  unfortunately  con- 
nected, and  by  which  we  arc  subjected  to  the  pay- 
ment of  an  interest  on  about  two  hundred  millions 
of  dollars,  cal'ed  State  debts,  and  about  thirty 
or  forty  millions  of  British  bank  capital.  This  is 
an  unhappy  and  an  unfortunate  connection,  be- 
cause it  is  an  oppressive  tax  and  a  drain  upon  the 
honest  labor  ot  this  country.  That  is  bad,  but  it 
is  not  the  worst.  The  worst  is,  that  it  brings  a 
foreign  moneyed  aristocratic  influence,  through  the 
medium  of  our  banking,  commercial,  and  mechani- 
cal institutions  to  bear,  not  only  to  the  corruption 
of  our  elective  franchise  and  the  ballot-box,  but 
upon  every  political  and  civil  institution  in  our 
country.  Not  only  has  the  ermine  been  sullied, 
and  the  judgment  seat  been  contaminated,  bat  the 
sacred  desk  and  the  pulpit  have  been  polluted  with 
that  influence.  Yes,  sir,  by  that  corrupt  influence 
some  of  those  who  claim  to  be  ministers  of  the 
Gospel,  ambassadors  of  our  Saviour,  and  Hea- 
ven's bearers  of  despatches  and  glad  tidings, 
standard  bearers  of  the  holy  cros*,  and  those 
who  minister  the  holy  sacraments,  have  pros- 
trated themselves  from  that  high  and  lefty  station 
to  which  none  but  Apostles,  and  ministers  ordained 
by  Heaven's  sanction,  should  presume  to  ascend 
— even  some  of  them,  I  say,  by  that  influence,  have 
prostrated  themselves  at  the  shrine  of  British  Bank 
corruptions  and  political  iniquity.  In  place  of 
obeying  the  commands  of  their  Divine  Master,  in 
teaching  the  way  of  salvation  to  a  dying  world,  they 
have  been  playing  the  political  missionary !  In  place 
of  leaving  witness  of  the  truth  of  his  holy  religion, 
they  have  been  endorsing  all  the  base,  fake,  and 
infamous  slander  and  detraction  which  was  proro- 
gated to  the  overthrow  of  this  Administration— slan- 
der and  detraction  worthy  of  the  distempered  brain 
of  ths  reckless,  political,  desperado,  the  heart  of 
corruption  and  the  tongue  of  poison. 

1  cheerfully  recognise  the  right  ef  every  indivi- 
dual in  the  community  to  exercise  the  rights  of  a 
freeman.  But  while  I  hold  sacred  the  names  of 
Christian  miniser  and  apostle,  I  deem  it  a  duty  I 
owe  to  the  holy  religion  by  which  1  hope  for  re- 
demption aad  salvation  in  the  world  to  come,  to  de- 
nounce the  man  who  will  abuse  it  a*  unworthy  to 
be  its  professional  advocate.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  them 
have  even  been  found  participating  with,  and 
mingling  in,  the  miserable,  drunken  Federal  orgies, 
(hat  would  have  disgraced  a  bachannalian  feast  in 
the  most  degraded  days  of  Greece.  Such  men  are 
made  for  the  tables  of  moneychanger?,  not  for 
casting  out  devils.  They,  may  grace  a  gambler'* 
board,  but  they  would  pollute  a  temple.  For  the 
honor  of  the  holy  religion  of  oar  fathers,  and  the 
sacred  names  of  minister  and  apostle,  I  hope  there 
I  |  were  not  many  who  60  disgraced  themselves,  their 


name,  and  the  religion  whieh  it  is  their  profes- 
sion to  teach;  but  there  were  some.  They  will  be 
marked,  and  made  the  subject  of  moral  and  reli- 
gious condemnation  while  they  live,  and  wherever 
they  go.  But  more  of  this  some  other  time.  Yet, 
that  is  the  influence  oar  Government  and  oar  free 
institutions  have  to  fear.  It  is  the  influence  of  a 
British  moneyed  aristocracy,  united  with  the  worth- 
less, penniless*  Federal  drones  in  oar  own  country, 
who  live  apoa  the  sweat  and*  toH  of  those  they 
seek  to  disfranchise.  That,  I  repeat,  is  the  in- 
fluence we  have  to  fear.  It  is  an  influence 
which  is  now  undermining  our  free  institutions, 
prostrating  oar  Republican  principle0,  sapping  the 
foundations  of  oar  Government,  subverting  oar 
liberties  and  establishing  among  us  a  rotten  bo-  . 
rough  British  bank  policy,  overspreading  our 
country  with  irresponsible  corporations,  and  erect* 
iag  among  as  a  rag  baron  aristocracy.  Sir,  it  is  to 
foster  such  a  policy  and  to  perpetuate  such  inflo* 
ences,  that  the  honest  and  faithful  German  and  Irish* 
man  must  be  disfranchised  and  forever  cut  off  from 
the  rights  of  American  citizens.  Bui,  sir,  independent 
of  the  obligations  that  the  foreign  blood  which 
was  poured  out  in  the  Revolution  brings  ns  under  te 
admit  foreigners  to  the  rights  of  citizenship,  there 
is  an  intrinsic  value  and  worth  in  our  German  and 
Irish  population,  which  entitle  them  to  out  confi- 
dence and  to  fall  political  privileges.  Where  are 
our  public  works,  which  we  call  the  proud  monu- 
ments of  oar  country's  enterprise,  which  have  not 
been  almost  exclusively  ereftted  or  constructed  by 
Iri>h  and  German  toil?  It  is  by  their  patience, 
their  sweat,  and  their  industry,  that  onr  Union  is 
linked  and  bound  by  the  indissoluble  ties  of  torn- 
pikes,  railroads,  canals,  and  other  State  and  na- 
tional improvement.  But  to  the  disgrace  of  oar 
country,  and  the  dishonor  of  oar  national  charac- 
ter and  reputation  how  often  have  the  patient  la- 
bor and  the  honest  toil  of  the  German  and 
the  Irishman  met  a  reward  in  the  filthy 
and  worthless  rags  of  our  swindling  bank- 
ing institution*,  which  could  serve  them  no 
purpose  beyond  the  day's  maintenance.  And 
let  me  here  acknowledge,  that  one  object  I 
have  in  amending  the  naturalization  law?,  is  to  pro- 
cure the  who!e  and  the  united  influence  of  oar 
German  and  Irish  Democracy  to  assist  itf  over- 
throwing that  miserable,  fraudulent,  and  corrupt 
paper  system  which  rewards  honest  toil  with  the 
ragged  promises  of  bankrupt  banks  and  rotten  and 
irresponsible  corporations,  which  hang  upon  the  pros- 
pects of  this  country,  and  the  industry  of  every  honest 
man,  like  a  millstone.  I  desire  to  put  it  in' the 
power  of  every  German  and  every  Irishman  to  do 
bis  part  to  overthrow  a  system  of  policy  and  of  in- 
stitutions which  now  enables  swarms  and  herds  of 
lazy,  lounging,  hungry  Federal  wolves  to  sap  the 
life  blood  of  honest  and  industrious  society — to 
overthrow  a  system  which  enables  the  few  to  array 
themselves  more  gaudily  than  Solomon,  in  all  his 
giery,  though  they  toil  not,  neither  do  they  spin; 
while  the  many  are  compelled  to  toil  in  sweat  and 
labor  in  dust,  from  the  time  they  enter  the  stage  of 
human  action  until  their  exit,  lor  a  scanty  mainte- 
nance. I  seek  to  establish  and  confirm  the  politi- 
cal rights  of  our  German  and  Uish  population  now 
and  in  all  time  to  come,  that  we  may  have  the  be* 
nefit  ot  their  political  aidj  to  establish  a  system  by 
which  they  shall  meet  an  honest  and* valuable  re- 
ward, in  a  sound  currency,  for  their  honest  and  va- 
luable toil. 

I  need  not  state  a  fact  that  is  universally  known, 
and  that  is,  that  a  large  majority  of  our  English 
population  are  opposed,  and  always  have  been,  «o 
the  Democratic  party.  (There  are  many  worthy 
exceptions.  There  are  many  who  are  an  honor  to 
the  Democratic  party.  1  speak  with  reference  to 
those  exceptions.)  They  have,  in  all  our  political 
struggles,  bren  found  in  the  ranks  of  the  Federal 
party,  for  reasons  which  they  best  understand,  aad 
which  are,  no  doubt,  satisfactory  to  them.  Their 
countrymen  took  a  share  in  the  Revolution.  They 
also  took  a  share  in  the  formation  of  our  political 
system.  It  is  the  benefit  of  oar  simple  Republican 
institutions  which  oar  English  population  have 
sought,  because,  under  them,  liberty  can  be  enjoy- 
ed to  more  certainty,  and  to  a  greater  extent,  than 
in  the  country  whieh  they  bare  left.    Why  they  so 
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universally  unite  themselves  with  a  party  whoee 
cardinal  object  is  to  overthrow  oar  equal  institu- 
tions, and  prostrate  the  rights  of  all  foreigners, 
they  can  best  answer.  I  have  been  unable  to  ac- 
count for  it.  I  hope  some  day  they  will  learn  who 
their  friends  axe.  I  hope  some  day  they  will  learn 
the  importance  of  supporting  the  party  who  sup- 
port them,  and  the  parity  of  the  institutions  which 
they  have  sought,  and  to  which  they  look  for  equal 
protection.  I  hope  they  will  find  out  that  it  is  toeir 
interest  which  the  Democracy  seek  to  secure,  by 
sustaining  a  policy  calculated  to  secure  the  treaiest 
good  to  the  greatest  number;  and  whatever  ihat  po- 
licy may  be  worth,  they  will  have  an  equal  there 
of  it.  If,  however,  they  cannot  unite  with  the 
Democracy,  perhaps  they  may  find  safety  with  the 
"Native  American  Associations,"  whose  principles 
and  political  motives,  and  the  materials  of  which 
they  are  composed,  I  woald  respectfully  recom- 
mend them  to  examine. 

But  what  is  still  more  extraordinary  in  politics 
our  Scotch  population  are  generally  opposed  to  the 
Democracy.  I  regret  this  not  only  from  political 
bat  from  personal  and  national  considerations.  I 
am  from  a  full  blooded  Scotch  stock;  and  if  I  have 
my 'pedigree  correct,  I  am  of  the  pure  Highland 
blood.  There  is  no  obe  of  the  race  of  man  that  I 
more  delight  to  meet  than  an  intelligent  Scotchman* 
I  delight  to  hear  his  rapturous  strains  of  eulogy  in 
honor  of  his  country,  u»r  wisdom,  her  learning, 
and  her  morality,  for  whu  L  she  is  so  renowned.  I 
delight  to  hear  him  bestow  the  praise  due  to  the 
Scotch  clans,  and  the  brave*  v  of  their  chiefs.  I 
delight  to  hear  him  praise  the  raliantry  and  noble 
daring  by  which  Scotland's  Wallace  and  Scotland's 
Bruce,  so  long  and  so  successfully  repelled, 
Britain'*  invasions  and  Britain's  oppression?,' 
by  acts  of  noble  daring,  of.  which  none 
can  boast  but  Scotland.  Wallace  with  a  small 
band,  (but  of  braver  men  than  ever  did,  before,  or 
eioce  march  against  an  enemy,)  routed  forty  thou- 
sand of  Britain's  troops,  and  slew  their  leader  on  on* 
occasion.  I  delight  to  see  indignation  bloom  upon 
the  brow,  and  blush  from  evety  feature  of  the 
Scotchman,  while  he  relates  the  treacherous 
surrender  of  Wallace*  to  Edward,  and  the 
worse  than  brutal  manner  in  which  he  was 
executed,  and  his  quartered  body  exposed  and  hung 
up  in  the  four  principal  towns  of  England  to'gratify* 
a  brutal  malignity  towards  Scotland,  worthy  alone 
of  barbarity  in  its  most  degraded  form.  But  why 
is  it,  Mr. Scotchman,  that  no  sooner  do  you  land  here 
than  you  throw  yourself  in  the  arms  of  a  party  who 
seek  not  only  to  deprive  you  of  the  rights  of  free- 
meo,  bat  are  exerting  themselves  to  establish  a  sys- 
tsm  of  policy  and  of  institutions  as  fat  a!  to  liberty 
and  as  destructive  of  'qual  right*,  as  that  from 
which  you  have  fled.  Why  is  it  that  you,  or  a  large 
majority  of  your  countrymen,  like  our  English 
population,  are  found  in  all  our  political  struggles 
arrayed  against  the  Democracy.  If  it  would  not 
be  considered  temerity  in  me,  I  would,  in  the  name, 
and  as  the  representative  of  my  Scotch  fatbeis,  ad- 
monish you  as  you  appreciate  ^  the  freedom  you 
have  sought,  to  rally  to  the  support  of  the  patty 
who  ever  have,  and  who  are  now,  exert  ng  them- 
selves to  secure  to  you  the  rights  of  freemen  and 
American  citizens.*  While  alluding  to  the  politics 
of  foreigners  in  this  country,  permit  me  to  advert 
to  the  late  gallant  though  unsuccessful  efforts  of  the 
Canadian  patriots  te  shake  off  the  British  yoke  in 
those  Provinces,  and  I  only  do  it  to  illustrate  the 
fact  that  the  Democracy  in  this  country  were  united 
in  a  lav* Table  feeling  towards  the  patriots,  and 
in  an  ardent  desire  that  they  might  succeed  in 
establishing  their  independence,  while  the 
Federal  party  were  as  united  in  feeling 
against  them,  and  were  unsparing  in  their  abuse  of 
tiem.  I  have  Federal  journals  in  my  possession 
to  show  the  fact.  The  patriots  in  Canada  are 
called  Whigs.  The  Scotch  iu  Canada  belong  to 
the  patriots.  The  Federal  party  in  this  country  ' 
call  themselves  Whigs.  The  Scotch  io  ibis  coon- 
try  belong  <or  a  large  majority  of  them)  to  the  Fe- 
deral party.  Toe  term  Whig  in  Canada  has  a  dif- 
ferent meaning  from  the  same  term  in  this  country; 
and  if  names  are  the  representatives  of  things,  the 
term  Whig  will  be  found  in  Canada  to  represent 
ene  thing,  and  ia  tins  country  to  represent  another. 


The  term  Whig  in  Canada  means  one  who  is  de- 
sirous of  abolishing  British  bondage.  In  this  coun- 
try ihe  term  Whig  means  one  who  is  in  favor  of 
perpetuating  British  bondage.  It  is  strange  that 
the  same  word  should  have  a  meaning  so  different 
with  those  who  speak  the  same  language:  And  it 
i*  strange,  too,  that  Scotch  patriotism  should  mean 
one  thing  in  Canada,  and  another  thing,  the  very 
reverse,  in  thU  country.  For  my  part,  I  prefer  the 
Canadian  definitions  of  Whig  and:  Scotch  patriot- 
ism. I  go  for  the  Whigs  and  Scotch  patriots  of  Ca- 
nada. I  am  much  attached  to  the  term  Whig;  but 
I  think  the  term  as  applied  to  the  Federalists  of 
this  country  is  a  misnomer.  From  what  intelli- 
gence 1  cin  gather  from  the  history  of  parties  in 
this  country,  I  think  the  Federal  principles  tmack 
more  of  Toryism,  as  understood  in  the  days  of  the 
Revolution,  and  as  now  understood  in  Canada, 
than  they  do  of  the  ancient,  the  revered,  and  pa- 
triotic term  Whig.  I  hope  the  patriots  will  renew 
their  efforts  whenever  a  prospect  of  success  is  pre- 
sented. They  will  succeed  with  half  a  chance. 
Go  on,  then,  I  say:  Justice  and  patriotism  is  on 
your  side;  and  though  the  odds  may  seem  to  be 
fearful  against  you,  the  strength  you  must  gain  in 
a  good  and  a  just  cause,  having  for  its  object  the 
omnipotence  of  human  liberty,  the  highest  object  of 
human  aspiration,  will  eventually  redeem  you. 
The  laws  of  nations,  the  stipulations  of  treaties,  and 
perhaps  national  policy,  may  prevent  the  American 
Democracy  from  taking  an  open  part  with  you; 
but  you  have  their  feelings  and  their  ardent  wishes. 
I  have  but  Utile  regard  myself  for  the  restraints 
which  may  prevent  American  interference  in  behalf 
of  the  patriots.  If  I  possessed  the  power  of 
Mida?,  to  turn  every  thisg  I  touched  to  gold, 
I  wooM  soon  furni'h  the  patriots  with  the  means  of 
emancipation;  or  if  I  had  the  power  of  ancient 
Jove,  with  Vulcan  at  my  command  to  forge  thun- 
der bolts,  I  would  demolish  t^ery  British  institu- 
tion, every  British  authority,  and  every  British 
Tory  iu  Canada,  in  one  hour.  But,  sir,  1  did  not 
rise  to  talk  about  Canadian  wars,  or  English  and 
Scotch  politics — I  rose  to  advocate  an  amendment 
of  the  naturalization  laws,  with  a  view  to  secure, 
at  a  cheap  rate,  and  with  a  shorter  residence,  the 
rights  of  American  citizens,  and  the  full  benefits  of 
our  free  institutions  to  all  foreigners,  without  regard 
to  country,  or  distinction  of  party. 

This  is  neither  the  time,  the  place,  nor  the  occa- 
sion, to  discuss  party  principles,  nor  is  it  the  time 
or  plaee  to  solicit  party  influence.  It  it  were,  I 
would  like  to  indulge  in  an  appeal  to  our  foreign 
population,  to  rally,  now,  henceforth,  and  forever, 
to  the  s'andard  of  Democracy  and  equal  rights.  I 
would  advise  them  to  torn  upon  their  enemies,  who 
are  endeavoring  to  cruth  them  to  the  dust.  A  spirit 
of  resentment,  and  the  means  of  defence,  are  prin- 
ciples of  nature,  and  attributes  of  Creation's  fami- 
ly— from  man,  who  was  made  in  the  image  of  his 
maker,  to  the  infect  that  crawls  in  the  dust.  It  is  a 
principle  of  nature,  too,  by  which  each  order  and 
class  of  created  animation  resists,  to  the  extent  of 
its  means,  injuries  that  threaten  its  peace  and  safe- 
ty. Shall  man,  then,  be  less  spirited  than  the 
worm,  that  tarns  upon  the  foot  that  treads  it? 

It  is  now  the  united  effort  of  the  Federal  party 
and  of  the  Native  American  associations  (twin 
brothers  and  worthy  of  each  other)  to  sink  the 
foreigner  into  contempt  and  political  infamy.  But 
they  do  not  atop  at  political  proscription;  they 
seek  to  deprive  them  of  other  rights.  It  was  but 
the  other  day,  in  the  Senate,  when  the  pre-emption 
bill  was  under  consideration,  that  a  motion  was 
made  by  a  Federalist  to  deprive  the  foreigner  of 
the  benefit  which  the  preemption  policy  has  ever 
secured  to  those  who  settle  on  our  wild  lands. 
That  motion  was  sustained  by  the  Federal  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate,  but  was  successfully  resisted 
by  the  Democratic  members.  I  would  call  upon 
the  foreigner  in  the  name  of  that  spirit  of  recent- 
men',  and  by  the  use  of  those  means  which  the 
free  institutions  of  our  country  have  made  his,  to 
turn  upon  those  who  are  endeavoring  to  make 
him  a  beast  of  burden,  not  only  by  stripping  him  of 
all  the  political  privileges  which  characterize  the 
freeman,  but  also  by  the  establishment  of  institu- 
tions which,  if  successfully  persisted  in,  must  one 
day  subvert  American  liberty,  and  sink  the  hardy 


and  industrious  freemen  of  this  country  into  sub- 
missive vassalage  to  a  bank  aristocracy.  I  would 
appeal  to  them  (the  foreigners)  aa  they  value  that 
liberty  they  have  sought,  and  as  they  fear  and  abhor 
that  oppression,  tyranny  and  despotism  from  which 
they  have  fled,  to  rally  to  the  standard  of  Democracy; 
in  the  name  of  the  foreign  blood  which  mingled  in 
the  Revolutionary  struggle,  I  would  appeal  to  them 
to  be  found  at  all  times  in  our  political  battles  un- 
der the  flag  of  Democracy;  for  there  is  no  other  by 
which  they  can  secure  to  themselves — to  their  pos- 
terity and  their  countrymen  who  are  to  come 
after  them — the  liberties  which  that  Revolution 
purchased. 

But,  sir,  if  party  attachments  and  political  con- 
fidence were  to  have  their  sway  with  me  in  an  ap- 
peal to  foreigners,  and  that  appeal  were  proper,  I 
would  say  to  the  German,  as  he  reveres  the  memo- 
ry of  DeKalb,  and  as  he  appreciates  his  gallant 
services  in  the  cause  of  human  liberty,  and  aa  be 
holds  sacred  his  blood,  which  was  drank  by  the 
soil  he  has  adopted  for  his  home— as  he  values  the 
freedom  which  was  the  consideration  of  that  blood 
and  those  services — to  stand  by  the  Democracy  as 
the  only  security,  the  only  hope,  the  only  sheet  an- 
chor of  safety  by  which  that  freedom  is  to  be  per- 
petuated. 

I  would  say.  to  the  Irishman,  sf  he  too  holds  sacred 
the  blood  of  his  country  meo,  which  was  shed  in 
the  Revolution — as  he  holds  sacred  the  memory 
of  Em  melt,  who  was  sacrificed  on  his  country* 
altar  for  Irish  liberty — as  he  abhors  and  detests  the 
oppression  which  crushes  his  country  under  the 
foot  of  British  defpotism — and  as  be  values  the 
liberty  which  be  has  sought,  that  he  too  should 
be  in  our  political  battles,  under  the  banner  and 
io  the  ranks  of  Democracy.  The  blood  of  Mont- 
gomery, spilt  upon  the  heights  of  Quebec,  demand 
for  the  Irishman  American  liberty.  The  spirit  of 
Emmett,  which  walks  abroad  in  midday,  though 
unseen,  secretly  admonishes  the  Irishman  to  main- 
tain with  his  life  our  Democratic  institutions  in 
their  pristine  purity.  The  voice  and  admonitions 
of  O'Connell,  that  glide  with  every  breeze  across 
the  Atlantic,  warn  the  Irishman  that  he  should 
stand  by  the  party  and  the  principles  that  stand  by 
him;  that  be  sbeuld  be  found  whenever  and  wher- 
ever his  vote  and  his  influence  may  be  required  to 
overthrow  a  party  who  are  exerting  themselves  to 
overthrow  him  and  to  sink  his  countrymen  into  po- 
litical degradation. 

I  have  used  the  names  of  Pulaski  and  Kosciusko. 
They  are  sacred  names,  and  are  identified  with  hu- 
man liberty  and  human  bravery.  Pulaski  was  a 
native  of  Poland,  and  a  soldier  who  had  distin- 
guished himself  by  brave  but  unsuccessful  efforts 
to  restore  liberty  and  independence  te  bin  native 
country.  He  came  te  this  couotry  daring  the  Re- 
volution, bearing  with  him  a  high  and  meritorious 
character.  He  was  appointed  Brigadier  General 
in  the  American  army.  He  was  mortally  wounded 
in  the  attack  on  Savannah,  of  which  he  soon  after 
died.  Congress  voted  to  erect  a  monument  to  the 
memory  of  that  brave  officer;  but  I  believe  it  never 
was  done. 

Kosciusko  was  a  Pole  by  birth,  and  was  educated 
at  the  military  school  at  Warsaw.  He  came  to 
the  United  States  with  a  recommendation  to  Gen. 
Washington  from  Benjamin  Franklin,  with  whom 
he  had  formed  an  acquaintance  in  France.  Ha 
was  appointed  an  aid  by  Qen.  Washington.  He 
was  alter ward>  appoiated  an  Engineer,  with  the 
rank  of  Colonel.  He  fortified  the  camp  of  Gen, 
Gates  in  his  campaign  against  Burgoyne.  He  per- 
formed many  high  and  valuable  services,  fog 
which  he  received  the  thanks  of  Congress.  At 
the  close  of  the  Revolution  he  returned  to  hU  na- 
tive country,  bearing  with  him  a  nation's  gratitude. 
Poland  was  in  revolution.  He  was  appointed  a 
Major  General.  He  fought  many  battles 
great  skill  and  bravery,  but  Poland  then 
owing  to  the  mismanagement  of  her  Diet.  On  1 
breaking  out  of  a  new  revolution  in  1794,  he  was 
appointed  Generalising,  with  the  power  of  Dicta- 
tor. He  conducted  with  courage,  ability  and 
adroitness,  but  was  finally  overpowered  by  (he 
Russian  troops,  made  prisoner,  and  carried  to  St 
Petersburg,  where  he  was  confined  until  the  death 
of  Catharine.    When  Paul  came  to  the  thfoaeh* 
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was  released,  and  loded  with  honors.  He  was 
offered  an  office  in  the  Russian  service;  that  be  de- 
clined. The  Emperor  offered  him  his  own  sword; 
bat  Kosciusko  said  "No,  I  no  longer  need  a  sword, 
since  I  nave  no  conn  try."  Such  an  answer  was 
worthy  of  a  Pole,  worthy  of  a  patriot,  worth?  of 
Kosciusko.  But  Kosciusko  was  not  the  only  Pole 
who  conld  give  such  an  answer.  Colonel  Klim- 
kiensiez,  in  a  subsequent  revolution  was  made 
pioneer,  and  confined  in  the  dungeon  at  Kamicnice 
PodolskL  He  was  visited  by  by  the  policemaner, 
who  had  orders  to  offer  him  a  bribe  of  free- 
dom and  imperial  honors,  if  he  would  re- 
veal the  names  of  those  who  belonged  to 
the  secret  societies  called  the  "Patriotic  So- 
cieties." The  gallant  Pole  met  the  base  pro- 
position with  a  retort  becoming  a  patriot,  and 
one  who  is  worthy  of  the  blood  of  Kosciusko. 

"Retire,  miscreant !  Thou  who  grovellest  at  the  feet  of  thy 
Ministers !  How  direst  thou  present  thyself  before  an  honest  pa- 
triot? Thou  base-born  wretch  1  forget  not  that  in  my  veins 
tows  the  Mood  of  the  illustrious  Thadeue  Kosckuoto;  and  know 
that  an  approving  conscience  is  dearer  to  me  than  all  else  in 
this  world.  Retire,  I  say;  I  love  my  country— I  love  and  appre- 
ciate the  rights  of  man;  and  remember,  lam  not  of  thy  damna- 
ble profession,  that  I  should  betray  either.  Leave  me,  then,  to 
groan  in  this  dungeon,  and  mourn  over  the  recollection  of  the 
waitings  and  lamentations  of  those  unhappy  mothers,  under  the 
reign  of  your  medem  Nero.  Retire  forever,  thou  vile  slave  of 
a  tyrant !  I  was  examined  and  condemned  by  my  j  udges.  Thou 
hadst  no  right  to  present  thyself,  with  such  base  proposal*,  op- 
posed ae  they  are,  not  only  to  virtue,  but  also  to  the  laws  of  the 
Russian  empire.  Sir,  1  am  a  free  citizen  of  Volhyaia,  and  know 
the  laws  of  thine  own  country  better  than  thou  dost,  a  vile  ser- 
vant of  it,  as  thou  art.    Retire,  I  say !" 

Sir,  I  hare  read  this  noble  and  patriotic  retort.  I 
will  make  it  a  part  of  my  printed  remarks,  with  a 
hope  that  it  may  be  taught  with  the  first  lessons  of 
yoath;  because,  as  the  child  is  taught  to  lisp  the 
name  of  his  Heavenly  Father  in  hallowed  reverence, 
so  should  he  be  taught  to  lisp  snch  sentiments  in 
patriotic  devotion,  honor,  and  love  to  his  country. 
That  gallant  Pole  is  now  a  resident  of  this  country. 
Who  is  not  proud  to  have  him  with  us?  Who 
does  not  greet  him  a  welcome  guest?  His  presence 
is  a  national  honor,  worthy  of  national  boast.  He 
is  here,  ready  to  march  with  the  American  stan- 
dard when  peril  may  invite  him  -or  invasion  call 
him.  Such  is  his  noble  nature,  and  such  is  his 
promise.  At  one  of  our  festivals  he  was  called  to 
bis  feet  by  a  sentiment.  He  responded,  and  said, 
among  other  things,  in  thrilling  eloquence:  "My 
heart  is  for  Poland,  but  my  arms  are  for  Ame- 
rica"  What  American  will  deny  to  the  Pole  the 
rights  and  franchise  of  an  American  citizen?  Is 
there  one,  that  man  should  be  stripped  of  the 
name  of  an  American,  and  consigned  to  Russian 
despotism.  Such  a  man  is  only  fit  himself  for  a 
slave. 

Sir,  the  well  known  history  of  Baron  Steuben, 
and  the  services  he  rendered  in  the  Revolutionary 
struggle,  supercedes  the  necessity  of  my  naming 
him.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  he  was  a  Prussian  by 
birth.  He  was  a  pilgrim  in  the  cause  of  liberty. 
He  was  a  distinguished  officer  of  the  Revolution. 
He  fought  in  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  and  was  com- 
mander in  the  trenches  in  Yorktown  on  the  day 
that  concluded  the  contest  with  Great  Britain.  The 
countrymen  of  Steuben  have  a  claim  to  the  rights 
of  American  freemen.  But  why  do  I  (elect  and 
call  particular  nations.  The  glorious  principles  of 
Democracy  makes  no  'distinction  with  ihe  home- 
less exile.  It  recognizes  the  rights  of  all  who  have 
the  human  form,  who  seek  protection  among  us. 
It  repudiates,  in  the  broadest  manner  that  intole- 
rant spirit  which  now  marks  the  Federal  par- 
ty and  the  "Native  American  Associations." 
Democracy  meets  at  our  shores  the  exiled 
pilgrim ;  greets,  hail*,  and  welcomes  him  to 
her  hospitality,  and  a*  full  participation  in 
her  free  institutions.  Mr.  Speaker,  let  *  me 
conclude  by  saying  that  human  rights,  the  spirit  of 
liberty,  the  character  of  our  Government,  the 
meaning  of  our  Constitution,  the  nature  of  our 
free  principles,  and  I  believe  the  stability  and  du- 
ration of  our  Democratic  institutions,  all  unite  in  re- 
quiring that  as  liberal  and  as  generous  a  policy 
should  be  exercised  towards  foreign  emigrants  as 
that  which  this  bill  provides.  It  extends  no  privi- 
leges which  can  endanger  oar  country.  It  con- 
tains no  provisions  but  what  a  generous  policy  will 
at  all  times  recognise  as  just — none  but  what  a 
liberal  and  higbminded  patriotic  community  wit) 
18 


Approve  and  sustain — none  but  what  the  foreign 
^iood  spilt  in  the  Revolution,  and  consecrated  to 
Unman  liberty,  demands. 
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In  the  House  of  fiepreaentativts,  February  2, 1841 — 
On  the  bill  providing  for  an  issue  of  Treasury 
notes.  A 

Ma.  TRIPLETT  rose  and  said:  Mr.  chairman, 
the  best  return  I  can  make  for  any  attention  which 
the  committee  may  give  to  me  during  the  remarks 
I  have  to  submit  upon  this  momentous  subject  will 
he  to  consume  as  small  a  portion  of  its  time  as  the 
duty  which  I  owe  to  my  constituents  and  to  myself 
will  permit.  This  I  promise  to  do.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, decline  following  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Yanderpoel]  in  his  dissertations  upon 
log  cabins  and  Whig  principles.  I  am  rather  in- 
clined to  think  that  the  gentleman  knows  as  little 
about  Whig  principles  as  he  does  of  log  cabins.  If 
he  would  visit  the  latter  a  little  oftener,  possibly  he 
might  learn  what  Whig  principles  are,  and  learn  to 
love  them.  If,  hotvever,  Gen.  Harrison,  when  he 
arrives  here,  should  think  proper  to  adopt  the  ad- 
vice of  that  gentleman,  and,  instead  of  taking  pos- 
session of  the  White  House  at  the  other  end  of  the 
avenue,  should  fake  up  his  abode  in  the  log  cabin 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  (pointing  to  the  West,)  I 
would  advise  the  gentleman  to  visit  him  there;  and 
he  might  then  possibly  learn,  through  the  rough, 
rude  metre  of  a  log  cabin  song,  something  of  those 
maxims  which,  I  hope  and  believe,  will  guide 
General  Harrison  in  his-administration  of  the  af- 
fairs of  this  Government.  One  of  these  metres,  I 
recollect,  reads  in  this  way: 

*No  Prices,  or  Swartwouts,  or  snch  deceivers, 
Shall  be  appointed  Cash  Receivers; 
And  no  man  whai  is  given  to  grabbin, 
Shall  ever  enter  this  Log  Cabin." 

If  Kinderhook,  senior,  who  now  inhabits  the 
White  House,  had  practised  some  of  these  log  ca- 
bin principles,  it  is  possible  that  he  might  have 
been  re-elected  to  the  Presidency;  and  then  it 
might  have  been  possible  (hat  my  friend  from  New 
York  would  have  consented  to  be  a  candidate  for 
election.  I  understand  that  he  declines  to  be  so. 
He  will,  therefore,  have  two  years1  leisure  before 
him.  I  advise  him  in  the  interim  to  visit  some  of 
the  log  cabins  of  the  West;  where,  perchance,  he 
might  meet  with  a  stern  reply  to  some  of  hi*  insi- 
nuations about  British  bank-bought  Whigs,  and 
the  influence  of  British  gold  in  the  "recent  elec- 
tion." Thai  is  also  reduced  to  metre — rough,  it  is 
rue,  but  as  strong  as  it  is  rough.    It  is  as  follows: 

"A  Kentucklan'a  vote  can  never  be  bought, 

Try  it  who  may,  or  can; 

Ail  the  British  gold  that  ever  was  told, 


Try  it  who  may,  or  can; 
Ail  the  British  gold  that  e 
Can't  buy  one  honest  man." 


If  one  hundred  and  sixty- thousand  voters  were 
purchased  by  British  gold  to  vote  for  General  Har- 
rison, or,  to  u<e  the  gentleman's  own  classical  ex- 
pression, for  "Tip  and  Ty,"  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  those  voters  could  not  have  been  Whigs.  Tne 
Whigs  intended  to  vote  for  those  names  without 
British  gold;  and  if  British  gold  has  been  employed 
in  buying  up  Democratic  votes,  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  mu«t  blame  hi*  Democratic  friends  for 
being  so  easily  purchased. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  brief  space  of  time  I 
have  before  me  warns  me  that  I  must  not  follow 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  through  his  "poetry 
in  prose. "  By  the  by,  it  appeared,  from  some  of 
the  observations  of  the  gentleman,  that  he  cherishes 
an  extraordinary  hatred  against  poetry.  He  says 
that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Barnard]  wrote  a  book  of 
poetry;  and  that  Ihe  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr. 
EvansI  wrote  another.  Now,  there  is  this  diffe- 
rence between  the  poetry  and  prose  of  these  two 
gentlemen,  and  the  "poetry  in  prose'1  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York;  they  put  their  poetry  in  a 
book  by  itself:  it  does  not  appear  in  their  speeches. 
But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  puts  his  poetry 
and  prose  so  promiscuously  together,  that  it  is  be- 
yond the  power  of  the  poor  alembic  of  my  wits  to 
separate  them.  Yes,  and  the  log  cabin  men  of  the 
West  could  not  understand  his  poetry  any  more 
than  they  could  his  Latin.    His  insinuation*,  how- 


ever, some  of  them  might  understand  and  repel  in 
a  way  not  mach  to  his  liking.  But,  let  me  now 
come  to  his  ■  acts,  figures,  and  arguments,  for  it  is 
with  them  that  my  business  lies. 

The  first  fact  with  which  the  gentleman  sets  out 
is  a  most  extraordinary  one;  it  is,  that  a  cry  of  a 
national  debt  has  been  raised  by  the  "Whig  party, 
in  order  to  justify  an  extra  session  of  Congress. 
Now,  I  have  never  seen  so  much  misrepresentation 
crammed  into  so  short  a  sentence.  There  are  in  it 
two  remarkable  misstatements.  First,  he  begs  the 
question  that  $e  Whig  party  wish  an  extra  session; 
and  upon  that  gratuitous  assumption  he  grounds. the 
po;ition  that  there  is  no  national  debt.  It  is  a  sort  of 
negative  pregnant*  I  deny  for  myself;  I  deny  in  behalf 
of  the  Whig  members  of  this  House;  I  deny  in  behalf 
of  a  large  portion  of  the  Whig  members  of  the 
other  branch  of  Congress  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed; I  say,  I  deny  that  there  is  one  solitary  mem- 
ber in  cr  out  of  this  House  who  desires  that  there 
should  be  an  extra  session,  unless  it  be  demanded 
by  imperious  necessity.  We  may  be  driven  to 
that  alternative  to  prevent  other  and  greater  evils. 
An  extra  session  is  an  evil  to  be  deprecated;  we  all 
acknowledge  that.  But  there  are  other  and  still 
greater  ev/ls  to  be  be  apprehended,  and  it  may  be 
necessary  to  adopt  the  lesser  evil  that  we  may  avoid 
the  greater.  One  of  these  greater  evils  I  now  come 
to  speak  of.  It  is  ink:  that  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  this  Government  te  preserve  our  national 
honor  and  protect  our  national  faith  by  paying  our 
national  debts.  I  ask  gentlemen  of  the  ipposite 
party  to  lend  me  their  aid  for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  great  object;  I  require  it  of  them;  I  know 
some  of  them  are  sincere  in  their  desire  to  do  so. 
I  know  that  the  very  respectable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Jones]  is  sin- 
cere; and  that  he  does  not  wish  Gen.  Harrison  to 
be  driven  to  the  necessity  of  calling  an  extia 
session;  for  it  is  upon  the  President  the  responsi- 
bility is  thrown  by  the  Constitution,  of  convening 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  when,  in  his  opinion,  the 
public  exigencies  require  it;  and  I  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  his 
friends,  to  attend  to  me  for  a  few  moments,  whilst 
I  point  out  the  means  by  which  that  necessity  can 
be  avoided. 

I  have  prepared  a  short  table,  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  call  the  especial  attention  of  the  committee, 
by  which  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  demonstrate  that 
unless  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  and  the  party  with  which  he  is  acting 
interpose  promptly,  an  extra  session  will  be  inevita- 
ble. 

What  is  the  state  of  your  Treasury?  That  is  the 
first  matter  which  will  naturally  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  new  President.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  his  annual  report,  transmitted  on  the 
tenth  day  of  December  last,  stated  that  there  would 
be  found  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1841,  a  surplus  of  (1,580,855.  That  was  the 
estimate;,  that  was  the  prophecy.  Now  let  us  as- 
certain to  what  extent  this  estimate  or  this  prophe- 
cy has  been  verified  by  the  event.  Why  are  we 
now  in  committee?  Is  it  not  for  the  very  purpose 
of  raising  the  ways  and  means  to  pay  off  part 
of  the  debts  contracted  previous  to  that  time, 
and  which  the  Treasury  has  no  means  of  paying, 
notwithstanding  the  balance  estimated  to  be  in  the 
Treasury  on  thai  day?  What  has  become  of  that 
balance?  The  truth  is,  it  never  was  there.  But 
let  me  go  back.  I  have  prepared  a  table, 
showing  the  present  state  of  the  Treasury,  tak- 
ing every  word  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  be  true,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that,  taking  the  extraordinary  re- 
ceipts and  extraordinary  expenditures  of  the  years 
1840  and  1841,  the  extraordinary  means  which  will 
be  required  in  1841  to  meet  appropriations  already 
made  by  Congress  will  be  upwards  of  #9,000,000 
greater  than  the  extraordinary  expenditures  of 
1840;  thus: 

Ordinary  receipts  of  1840  -  -  #17,137,763  00 

Balance  in  Treasury 

1st  January         .  #2,246,749  00 
Extraordinary      re- 
ceipts      .  .    8,790,000  00 

#11,036,749  Op 
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ftb.  1841. 


£6th  Cono---2ni>  Sess. 


Treasury  Note  Bill— Mr.  Triplett. 


H.  of  Reps. 


Tout  receipts  of  1840  .  28,234,51 3  00 

Ordinary  ex  pendi- 
cles for  1840      .  22,489,349  51 

Extraordinary  ex- 
penditures for  1840   4,154,306  63 

Total  expenditures 
ol  1840  .  .  .  96,643,656  19 

From  extraordinary 
receipts  in  1 840  of,  11,036,749  00 

Deduct  extraordina- 
ry expenditures  in  * 

1840  .    4,154,306  69 
Leaving   a  balance 

in   favor    of   the 
Treasury  in  1840, 

of  ...  6,889,44938 

Ordinary  receipts  of 

1841  estimated  at  .  .  99  580,000  00 
Extraordinary      re- 
ceipts                 .       669,618  00 

Estimated  balance  in 
the  Treasury  1st 
January,  1841     .    1,580,855  00 


|9,943,473  00 

Total  receipts  of 
1841  estimated  at 

Ordinary  expendi- 
tures for  1841  esti- 
mated at  .  .  19,950,000  00 

Extraordinary  ex- 
penditores  for  1841 
estimated,  but  cre- 
ated by  acts  ef 
1840  .    4,699:900  00 

Deduct  extraordina- 
ry receipts  in  1841,  9,943,473  00 


24823,473  00 


Leaving  a  balance  against  the  Trea- 
sury in  1841  of  .    9,953,373  00 

Add  the  balance  in  favor  of  the 
Treasury  in  1849  .    6,882,449  38 

Making  a  difference  of  .  $9,135,815  38 

in  favor  of  1840;  that  is  to  say,  taking  the  extraor- 
dinary expenditures  thrown  upon  1841,  and  the  ex- 
traordinary means  furnished  to  pay  them  by  Con- 
gress, and  the  expenditures  thrown  upon  1840, 
and  the  means  furnished  to  pay  them  by  Congress, 
and  there  is  a  difference  beiweeQ  the  extraordi- 
nary receipts  and  expenditures  of  1840  and  1841  of 
the  sum  of  §9,135,815  38;  and  if  the  ordinary  re- 
ceipts and  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  two  years 
are  the  same,  there  must  eventually  be  a  deficien- 
cy in  the  revenue  to  that  amount. 

[While  Mr.  Triplett  was  commenting  on  the 
item  of  11,580,855,  estimated  as  the  balance  which 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  supposed  would  be 
ia  the  Treasury — 

Mr.  Jokes  rose  and  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  with 
the  leave  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  I  will 
explain. 

Mr.  Joees's  remarks  were  indistinctly  heard  by 
the  Reporter;  but  he  was  understood  to  pay  that 
f  1 ,586,855  was  only  an  estimate  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  the  data  on  which  that  esti- 
mate was  founded  were  given  in  another  part  of 
the  document, Ac] 

Mr.  Triplett.  I  will  come  to  that  part  of  the 
document  by  and  by,  and  I  will  show,  if  1  under- 
stand the  matter,  that  those  §1,580,855  consoled  in 
Treasury  notes,  subsequently  issued.  I  have,  how- 
ever, construed  this  table  upon  that  report,  but  I 
have  also  constructed  another,  which  shows  that 
things  are  even  worse. 

One  of  the  reductions  of  five  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  of  duties  levied  on  imports  takes  place  in 
1841.  Yet  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  estimates 
the  amount  to  be  received  from  customs  in  that 
year  at  §19,000,000,  while  the  actual  receipts  of 
the  first  three  quarters  of  1840  were  only  §10,687,- 
884  79,  to  which,  if  you  add  one-fourth  more  for 
the  fourth  quarter,  you  have  the  sum  of  §13,362,- 
365  98.  Would  it  not  have  been  fair  for  the  pre- 
sent Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  when  making  an 
estimate  for  his  successor,  to  have  supposed  that  the 
increased  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  other  fa- 
vorable causes,  would  not  have  been  greater  than 
sufficient  to  counterbalance  the  reduction  of  five 


per  cent,  in  the  revenue  provided  for  by  tbe  com" 
promise  act?    I  have  taken  that  as  the  basis  on 
which  I  have  constructed  this  second  table,  thus: 
The  ordinary  revenue  of  1840,  from  all 

sources,  was  .§17,179,763 

The  ordinary  expenditures  of  every 

kind  were    ....  99,489,349 
Showing  that  the  revenues  or  receipts 

did  not  meet  the  expenses  by  .    9,99 1,586 

Add  the  difference,  as  *  shown  by  the 
first  table,  of  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penditure* above  the  extraordinary 
receipts  thrown  upon  1841  .  .    9,953.373 


And  you  have  the  sum  of 


.   §4,544,959 


Which  you  must  provide  for,  (unless  you  intend 
to  go  on  adding  to  your  national  debt,)  in  addition 
to  the  §10,549,955  of  outstanding  appropriations, 
which  you  are  now  creating  a  debt  of  §5,000,000 
Treasury  notes  to  pay  in  part. 

This  brings  me  to  reply  briefly  to  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  Yuik,  [Mr.  Vander- 
poel,]  who,  I  think,  ha«  totally  mif  apprehended 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  estimates.  If 
I  understood  the  gentleman  correctly,  he  nail  that 
only  the  sum  of  §3,749,904  of  the  §10,549,955  of 
the  outstanding  appropriations  would  be  requirel 
to  be  expended  in  1841.  This  was  his  assertion; 
and,  at  the  time  he  made  it,  I  turned  my  head  back 
and  told  him  be  was  mistaken.  He  then  repeated 
the  assertion,  but  it  is  mo«t  assuredly  wrone,  for 
both  the  suras  of  §6,661,123  and  §3,749,904  will 
be  required  for  the  service  of  the  year  1841.  To 
show  this,  I  call  the  a  item  ion  of  the  committee  to 
the  construction  of  the' sentence  in  the  report.  Tbe 
true  meaning  of  the  Secretary  can  only  be  ascer- 
tained by  distinctly  tracing  out  to  what  the  word 
"them,"  which  occurs  three  tinws  in  the  sen- 
tence, has  reference.  The  sentence  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

"The  Department  calculate  that  #6,661,123  of  the  old  appro- 
priations will  be  required  to  complete  the  purpoeee  originally 
contemplated  by  them. 

"They  propose  to  apply  about  13,749,904  of  themte  the  ser- 
rice  of  tbe  ensuing  year,  without  re -appropriation;  and  the  re- 
sidue, amounting  to  1138,876,  it  is  expected,  will  go  to  the  sur- 
plus fund.  They  estimate  the  whole  of  them,  at  the  close  of  tbe 
year,  to  be  #10,549,935.", 

What  do  these  three  thems  refer  to?  Certainly 
to  appropriations  already  made  by  Congress;  and, 
to  pay  (turn,  mcney  must  be  placed  in  the  Trea- 
sury by  Congress,  or  they  must  go  unpaid.  The 
construction  I  have  given  to  the  sentence  is  most 
certainly  correct,  as  any  gentleman  may  see  who 
will  turn  to  the  table  at  the  back  of  the  Secretary 'a 
report.    The  left  hand  column  commences  ihu*: 

"Amounts  required  to  complete  the  service  of  the  present 
and  former  years,  though  they  may  not  be  called  for  until  after 
the  close  of  the  year  1810." 

"Not  being  called  for,"  (continued  Mr.  T.)  that* 
is  to  say,  the  drafts  not  being  presented  until  after 
1840,  the  money  must  be  in  tbe  Treasury  after 
1840  to  meet  these  drafts,  or  else  the  Treasury  is 
bankrupt.  Gentlemen,  I  suppose,  will  acknowledge 
that.  And  what  is  the  amount?  Instead  of  being 
|3,749,000,  it  is  $6  661,123  52  in  addition,  mak- 
ing $10,411  027,  appropriated  in  1840  and  in  pre- 
vious years,  but  which  has  to  be  paid  in  1841. 

Now,  let  us  turn  back  for  a  moment  and  see  of 
what  the  item  of  f  3,749.000  is  composed.  It  is 
composed  of  amounts  which  will  "not  be  required 
for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  and  which  may 
therefore  be  applied  in  aid  of  the  service  of  1841." 
In  aidl  Appropriations  applied  in  aid  of  the 
Treasury  in  1841 1  It  is  not  necessary  that  the 
money  should  be  re-appropriated,  bat  it  is  necessary 
that  the  money  should  be  in  the  Treasury  to  pay 
these  appropriations.  Therefore,  this  sum  of 
(3,749,000  is  as  necessary  to  be  in  the  Treasury 
as  the  sum  of  #6,000,000  and  odd.  Is  not  this 
palpable?  Will  it  not  be  called  for  in  184 1?  Cer- 
tainly. And  what  are  your  means  to  pay  it?  I, 
for  one,  taking  this  document  furnished  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  as  true,  do  not  see  how  the 
means  are  to  be  in  the  Treasury  to  pay  the  drafts 
drawn  upon  it  under  laws  already  passed  by  Con- 
gress. Suppose  that,  immediately  after  General 
Harrison  enters  upon  the  administration  of  the 
Government,  not  possessing  this  cabalistic  power 
"to  postpone,  by  subsidiary  contracts,"  payments 
for  work  done  or  services  rendered,  as  we  are  in- 


formed has  been  heretofore  done  at  Old  Point  Com- 
fort— not  desiring  to  exercise  tbe  power  which  we 
are  told  has  been  exercised  at  Boston  under  the 
present  Administration,  where  you  are  building  a 
custom-house  without  paying  your  hands,  bat  post- 
poning those  payments  also  to  the  first  day  of 
January  or  first  day  of  April,  1841;  suppose,  I  say, 
that  a  draft  for  these  six  millions  and  odd  dollars, 
and  for  the  three  millions  and  odd,  should  be  pre- 
sented at  the  Treasury,  what  means  have  you  pro- 
vided to  pay  them?  Will  the  five  millions  which 
you  propose  to  raise  by  this  bill  meat  them!?  If  nor, 
I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Jonas] 
aid  his  party  whether  they  do  not  thus  compel  Gen. 
ral  Harrison  fo  call  an  extra  session,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  faith  of  the  nation  from  being  pros- 
trated both  at  home  and  abroad?  It  is  as  neces- 
sary to  pay  our  debts  at  home  as  it  is  to  pay  them 
abroad.  And  this  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  is 
permanent.  It  is  in  vain  to  tell  me,  when  we  have 
now  Treasury  notes  outstanding  to  tbe  amount  of 
upwards  of  four  millions  and  a  half;  when  you 
come  here  and  ask  for  five  millions  more  by  this 
bill,  and  when  your  revenue  is  annually,  regularly, 
and  from  natural  causes  diminishing — I  say  it  is  in 
vain  to  tell  me  that  this  deficiency  in  the  Treasury 
is  not  permanent. 

How,  then,  will  you  remedy  it?  There  is  a  mode 
pointed  out  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (as 
to  which  I  have  a  few  remarks  to  make,)  and  a 
most  extraordinary  mode  it  is.  At  page  10  of  his 
annual  report  he  says: 

"It  has  already  been  shown  that  the  whole  amount  ofreceipfe 
in  1841  will  probably  be  sufficient  to  discharge  all  ordinary-  ex- 
penditures, and  those  parts  of  the  outstanding  debt,  funded  or 
unfunded,  whieh  may  become  due.  Bat  the  preserratkm  of  a 
suitable  balance  m  tbe  Treasury  may  require  more  than  what 
Will  probably  be  left  after  satisfy  ingother  purposes." 

And  then  be  points  out  a  mode  by  which  this 
end  can  be  accomplished,  as  follows: 

'The  raising  of  any  sum  for  that  object  in  1811  could,  how- 
ever, be  obviated  by  authoring  a  contract  to  b«  r  J     —  -— 


proper  restrictions,"  extending  the  period  of  pay  meat  for  a  por 
Uon  of  the  temporary  liabilities  falling  doe  in  mat  year." 

This  (continued  Mr.  T.)  is  practising  on  the  Old 
Point  Comfort  doctrines  again— doctrines  whieh 
will  thus  become  notorious  in  the  fiscal  annals  of 
this  nation. 

Now,  I  call  upon  any  candid  man  to  answer  this 
question:  Are  not  all  these  extensions  of  payment, 
in  fact,  a  creaiion  of  a  national  debr?  Is  it  not 
manifest  that,  when  money  is  due  for  work  done 
and  material  furnished,  and  you  postpone  the  pay- 
ment to  another  year,  to  that  extent  you  have  con- 
tracted a  debt?  The  remedy  of  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury,  then,  is  a  national  debt.  To  be  sure, 
he  baptizes  his  child  by  a  different  name;  but  thai 
is  an  art  which  may  be  learned  and  has  been  prac- 
tised in  this  Hoos*,  as  well  as  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  Names  are  most  significant  things 
now-a  days.  The  creation  of  a  national  debt  is 
called  a  postponement  to  a  more  convenient  season 
of  the  payment  of  the  public  dues. 

I  now  ask  attention  to  the  following  passage, 
which  immediately  follows  that  I  have  just  read: 

"Yet,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned  the  best  mode  ofpto- 
ridine  for  this  case  would  be,  without  either  ao  exteostoa  of 
this  kind,  or  a  loan,  or  a  further  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  or  a 
change  id  the  taring  but  merely  by  lessening  the  apPTOpnaGtoas 
for  the  service  oi  1841  below  the  estimates,  or  by  passing  such 
declaratory  clauses  as  to  the  present  tariff,  and  audi  acts  aa  to 
the  public  lands,  as  hare  heretofore  been  urged  on  the  ccipjsii 
ration  of  Congress." 

Who  made  these  estimates,  continued  Mr.  T.l 
Did  not  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself 
make  them  out  according  to  law?  And  what  did 
the  law  require  him  to  do?  To  make  oat  such  es- 
timates as  were  necessary  for  the  public  good,  and 
no  more.  Is  not  this  an  acknowledgment  that  his 
own  estimates  are  not  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
public  good? 

[Mr.  Jonks'  here  explained,  that  the  estimates 
for  the  other  Departments  were  not  made  out  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  he  was  not 
answerable  for  them,  they  being  made  out  by  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Navy,  War,  dec  ] 

Mr.  Triplstt,  If  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
is  correct,  how  does  lie  account  for  this  most  unex- 

51ainable  sentence,  at  page  2  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Veasury'S  report?    In  speaking  of  the  estimates 
for  the  fourth  quarter  rf  tb*  year  1840,  he  says: 

"Estimates  by  this  Department  (though  higher  by  the  others) 
for  all  expenses  during  the  fourth  quarter,  ♦5,000,000." 

Here  we  have  the  positive  admission  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  that  the  estimates  of  she 
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other  ^departments  have  been  diminished  by  him 
down  to  his  own  standard.  This,  I  think,  is  a 
complete  answer  to  ihe  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Jones.]  The  heads  of  the  other  Departments 
said  in  their  estimates  what  they  believed  the  pub- 
lic service  required.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry razees  them  down  to  what  he  says  are  indispen- 
sably necessary  for  the  public  service.  And  yet, 
in  another  part  of  his  report,  he  points  out  as  one 
of  the  means  which  his  successors  may  use  to  pay 
off  the  debt  he  has  created,  that  they  may  diminish 
their  appropriations  below  his  estimates.  I  may, 
by  possibility,  be  mistaken;  I  know  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  understands  these  things  better 
than  I  do.  I  am  but  a  young  member  of  Con- 
gress, and  it  is  only  lately  thai  I  have  turned  ray 
attention  to  this  department  of  our  business.  But 
I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  look  into  these  matters, 
and  I  shall  do  it.  I  cannot  admit  that  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  is  not  bound  to  supervise  these 
estimate?,  or  that  he  is  at  liberty  to  send  them  here 
unless  he  thinks  them  reasonable  and  proper. 

But  to  his  remedies — and  that  is  a  subject  in 
which  I  feel  a  deep  interest.  What  is  hi*  remedy 
for  the  payment  of  a  national  debt  of  four  millions 
and  a  half  of  outstanding  Treasury  notes,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  five  millions  we  are  now  about  to  create, 
and  the  amount  created  by  the  postponement  of 
payments  on  contracts  until  some  more  convenient 
season?  which  has  already  been  done  in  the  district 
of  my  friend  who  sits  before  me,  [Mr.  Mallort,] 
and  who,  probably,  can  tell  you  more  of  the  matter 
than  I  can. 

The  remedy  is  to  reduce  the  estimates.  I  have 
shown  that  this  is  a  matter  of  impossibility  as  re- 
gards the  coming  Administration,  because  they 
will  not  have  had  time  to  enter  upon  such  an  in- 
vestigation as  will  enable  them  to  act  understand- 
ingly,  as  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
might.  Why  did  not  he  point  out  the  particulars 
in  which  the  "appropriations  could  be  lessened?" 
I  will  point  out  some  particulars  in  which  his  esti- 
mates ought  to  have  been  increased.  His  sedenta- 
ry militia  in  Florida  has  to  be  clothed,  and  fed,  and 
paid,  and  fou-d  wuh  ammunition;  yet,  for  all  this, 
ne  estimates  were  sent  in:  yet  this ,  I  suppose,  is 
one  of  the  objects  in  which  reduction  may  be  made. 
Added,  then,  to  those  out:  landing  Treasury  notes 
of  four  and  a  half  millions,  and  to  the  five  millions 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill,  (and  for  which,  I 
suppose,  most  of  us  wiJI  vote,)  you  have  the  sum 
of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  sedentary 
militia;  and  you  must  add  to  that  the  sum  of  near- 
ly two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mallort]  tells  us,  for  due  bills 
issued  and  payable  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  or 
1st  day  of  April,  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  which  have 
not  yet  been  paid,  and  fur  which  no  estimates  have 
been  sent  in.  Are  not  these  due  bills  debts  which 
you  have  succeeded  in  throwing  upon  the  coming 
Administration,  and  which  that  Administration  will 
he  compelled  to  pay?  They  must  either  do  so,  or 
they  must  dishonor  your  drafts,  and  say  that  you 
have  no;  acted  according  to  law.  You  must  take 
either  one  horn  of  the  dilemma  or  the  other.  The 
Secretary  of  War  has  already  asked  an  appropriation 
of  two  and  a  half  millions,  of  which  this  (800,000 
is  a  part,  I  suppose.  Add  this,  and  then  you  have 
a  debt  made  up  of  something  like  eighteen  or  twen- 
ty millions  of  dollars,  which  the  next  Administration 
will  have  to  pay.  To  be  sure,  some  of  this  debt 
may  not  fall  on  the  year  1841;  it  may  fall  on  the 
year  1842  But  here  is  the  difference;  when  the 
heavy  item  of  unappropriated  balances  fell  last  year 
upon  1840,  there  was  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of 
nearly  three  millions  of  dollars  to  commence  with; 
whereas  this  balance  falls  upon  the  year  1841, 
which  finds  us  with  an  empty  and  exhausted  Trea- 
sury. 

What,  then,  is  the  remedy?  We  must  fall  back 
on  the  second  plan  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  There  is  a  permanent  national  debt. 
I  now  seize  upon  this  as  an  argument  in  support 
of  the  point  to  which  I  am  now  coming,  and 
whi£h  is,  to  show  that  we  must  in  some  measure 
regulate  the  tariff.  This  brings  me  to  say  a  few 
words  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wis*.  J 

I  am  in  favor— and  I  think  a  majority  of  the 


Whig  party  of  this  House,  of  the  Whig  party 
throughout  the  Union,  and,  in  fact,  a  majority  of 
four- fifths  of  all  the  people  are  in  favor—of  laying 
upon  wines,  silks,  brandies,  laces,  and  other  arti- 
cles of  luxury,  ai  least  as  high  a  duty  as  will  raise 
the  revenue  sufficient  to  meet  the  economical  wants 
of  the  Government 

I  may  be  told  that  this  is  tariff  doctrine.  Well, 
to  some  extent,  I  am  a  tariff  man.  But  justice  re- 
quires that,  in  raising  revenue,  the  duties  be  so  laid 
as  to  be  the  least  felt  by  the  people  themselves.  I 
am  not  going  into  an  argument  (for  it  is  unneces- 
sary) to  show  that  a  tariff  upon  wines,  silks,  laces, 
and  the  like  articles — things  which  are  not  used  by 
one  family  in  a  hundred  to  the  extent  of  a  single 
dollar— can  be  better  borne,  and  will  be  more  wil- 
lingly paid,  and  less  felt  by  the  great  mass  of  the. 
people,  than  a  tariff  laid,  as  it  is  now,  upon  what 
are,  to  some  extent,  necessaries  of  life. 

I  am  willing  and  anxious  to  continue  our  present 
tariff  of  20  per  cent,  on  protected  articles;  but  I  go 
one  step  further.  Luckily  for  a  particular  interest, 
which  is  represented  on  this  floor,  so  far  as  Ken- 
tucky is  concerned,  by  myself  and  some  three  or 
four  of  my  colleagues,  and  by  some  twenty  mem- 
bers from  other  States,  the  present  situation  of  the 
Treasury  and  of  the  tariff  laws  seems  to  present  a 
favorable  opportunity  to  remedy  the  evils  under 
which  that  interest  labors,  without  coming  in  con- 
flict with  the  views  of  other  gentlemen  representing 
the  other  great  interests  of  the  country.  The  parti- 
cular interest,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  is  'the  to- 
bacco interest  of  the  United  State?;  the  essential  in- 
terest of  five  States  of  this  Union,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  at  least  a  million  and  a  half.  And  here  I 
come  to  reply  to  a  few  of  the  arguments  of  the 
gentleman  representing  the  Accomack  district,  in 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  and  whom  I  am  glad  to  see 
in  his  sea'. 

I  call  his  attention  now  to  this  question  of  the  to- 
bacco interest,  which  I  iu  part  represent.  I  say  it 
is  oppressed  to  an  extent  of  which  no  man  in  this 
House  has  the  most  distant  idea.  When  I  demon- 
strate to  you,  as  I  shall,  what  that  extent  is,  will 
you  fold  your  arms  in  s.lence?  Will  you  say  to 
us,  ground  as  we  are  to  the  dust,  "you  must  still 
bear  your  burdens?"  Well,  I  can  bear  them;  my 
constituents  can  bear  them;  but  they  will  gnash 
their  teeth  whilst  they  do  so. 

What  is  the  situation  of  the  tobacco  interest? 
Let  me  ray  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Wise,]  that  1  do  not  think  he  bis  studied  this  sub- 
ject as  he  is  wont  to  study  those  great  national  ques- 
tions which  he  is  compelled  to  discuss  here.  He 
d<  es  not  represent  a  tobacco  region.  He,  there- 
fore, has  not  been  compelled,  as  I  have  been,  to 
study  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings;  he  has  taken  it 
up  incidentally,  as  a  part  of  his  national  duties. 
But  it  has  been  the  object  of  my  especial  inquiry. 
Let  me  tell  him  all  the  facts,  and  if  his  American 
blood  does  not  stir  within  him — if  his  chivairic  cba- 
ractei  is  not  called  into  action — if  the  ire  even  of 
the  statesman  is  not  aroused,  I  can  only  say  that 
I  have  mistaken  the  man  himself. 

The  tobacco  of  the  United  States,  when  landed 
in  England,  1&  taxed  seventy-five  cents  per  pound, 
being  upwards  of  eight  hundred  per  cent,  on  the 
original  cost.  Will  the  gentleman  point  out  to  me 
what  other  product  of  the  United  States  is  taxed  to 
the,  same  extent  in  any  nation  in  Europe?  I  have 
been  asked  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennyslvania, 
why  does  this  tobacco  interest  stand  prominently 
distinguished  from  the  grain  growing  or  the  cotton 
interest?  Let  me  reply,  that  cotton,  worth  twelve 
cents  per  p*und  here,  is  taxed  only  four  cents  in 
England;  while  tobacco,  worth  eight  cents  per 
pound  here,  is  taxed  seventy -five  cents:  in  other 
words,  the  one  is  taxed  33$  per  cent,  the  other  800 
per  cent.  And  my  grain-growing  and  cotton-grow- 
ing friends  can  look  with  great  equanimity  <  n  the 
misfortunes  of  their  neighbors.  The  shoe  does  not 
pinch  them;  and,  therefore,  they  ask  why  we  come 
here  with  our  complaints — why  we  held  a  conven- 
tion-«and  why  we  wish  to  make  this  particular  in- 
terest prominent?  The  reason  is  this:  if,  under  the 
safety- valve  tariff  of  Great  Britain,  which  taxes 
wheat  flour  at  forty  per  cent,  the  gram-growing  dis- 
tricts grumble,  how  much  more  cause  have  we  to 
I  complain  when  our  staple  is  taxed  to  the  amount 


of  800  per  cent.?  Is  not  the  simple  statement  of 
this  fact  sufficient  to  rouse  us  into  action? 

Let  us  take  a  look  at  the  other  side  of  this  pic- 
ture. One  of  the  advantages  which  we  expected 
to  derive  first  from  onr  Confederation,  and  after- 
wards from  the  union  of  the  States,  was  protection 
to  the  commercial  interests  of  every  State.  Ken- 
tucky gave  up  to  the  General  Government,  as  did' 
Virginia  and  all  the  other  States,  the  power  of  pro- 
tecting her  agricultural  interests  abroad.  We  are, 
therefore,  compelled  to  appeal  to  Congress  for  that 
protection  which  we  cannot  afford  to  ourselves. 
Let  us  *ee  how  far  this  protection  is  extended  to  us. 
What  is  the  amount'  of  our  tariff  on  English  im- 
ports? Great  Britain,  as  &  have  shown,  receives 
from  us  our  tobacco  at  a  tax  of  75  cents  per  pound, 
or  800  per  cent.  We  receive  from  her  fifty-six 
millions  of  imports  per  year,  and  we  tax  them  at 
124  per  cent.;  that  is  to  say;  she  taxes  our  tobacco 
sixty  times  as  high  as  we  tax  the  products  of  her 
labor  here.  Is  this  fair?  Will  any  high-minded 
man,  whose  blood  is  drawn  from  the  veins  of  Re* 
volutionary  ancestors,  submit  tamely  to  this  op- 
pression, or  say  that  we  ought  to  do  so?  I  honestly 
believe  that  the  evil  needs  only  to  be  understood  in 
this  House  to  be  remedied. 

But  France  has  served  this  tobacco  interest  even 
worse  than  England.  And  here  I  ask  the  especial 
attention  of  the  committee  to  another  fact.  France 
monopolizes  the  whole  of  our  tobacco  trade  in  the 
hands  of  the  King,  or  of  those  to  whom  he  sells  the 
privilege:  "this  document  (House  Doc.  No.  339, 1st 
Sess.  26  h  Cong.)  tells  us  that  it  is  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Rogers  and  six  or  seven  others.  How  much 
do  they  import?  In  1839,  they  imported  into 
France  about  seven  thousand  hogsheads.  Make 
the  calculation  for  yourselves.  At  fifty  millions  of 
francs,  (something  less  thaa  ten  millions  of  dollars,) 
it  is  a  tariff  of  #1,428  on  every  hogshead  of  to- 
bacco; that  is  to  say,  these'  gentlemen  pay  to  the 
King  that  sum  as  a  tax  on  each  hogshead. 

Tnc  gentleman  from  Virginia  says,  if  we  tax 
French  wines  and  silks,  in  retaliation  for  their  high 
tax  on  our  tobacco,  we  thereby  diminish  the  con- 
sumption of  these  articlr s,  and  lessen  the  means  of 
France  to  purchase  our  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco. 
It  would  be  a  sufficient  reply  to  this  argument  for 
me  to  say  that  France,  by  her  high  taxes  and  re- 
strictions on  our  tobacco,  diminishes  the  consump- 
tion of  that  article  in  France,  and  lessens  our 
means  to  purchase  her  wines  and  silks;  that  she 
commenced  this  warfare,  and  continued  it  for  fifty 
years  on  her  part,  against  our  repeated  remon- 
strances, before  we  lifted  a  hand  in  our  own  de- 
fence. But  a  full  answer  to  this  and  all  similar 
objections  is  furnished  by  the  fact  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman himself,  that  a  tax  on  French  wines,  bran- 
dies, and  silks,  will  diminish  their  consumption 
here,  notwithstanding  his  argument,  in  an  earlier 
part  of  bis  speech,  to  prove  that  the  high  tax  levied 
by  France  on  our  tobacco  did  not  diminish  its  con- 
sumption there,  and  was  no  injury  to  the  American 
tobacco  planter. 

When  the  producers  of  French  wines,  brandies, 
and  silks,  find  the  demand  for  these  products  of 
their  industry  diminishing,  they  will  naturally  in- 
quire into  the  cause,  and  will  learn  that,  while 
heretofore  their  wines  were  admitted  into  America 
at  a  duty  of  five  cents  a  gallon,  or  ten  per  cent,  on 
their  first  cost,  and  their  silks  duty  free,  which 
caused  a  large  amount  of  these  articles  to  be  con- 
sumed here,  their  king  taxed  American  tobacco 
one  dollar  a  pound,  or  one  thousand  per  cent, 
which  caused  a  very  small  quantity  of  that  article, 
comparatively  speaking,  to  be  consumed  in  France; 
that  the  Americans,  to  countervail  this  duty,  and 
cause  it  to  be  taken  off,  had  taxed  the  wines,  silks, 
and  brandies  of  France,  which  caused  a  smaller 
quantity  of  them  to  be  used  there  now.  What  is 
the  next  question  the  French  producer  of  wines  and 
silks  would  ask,  Mr.  Chairman?  It  is  this,  sir;  it 
is  this:  What  remedy  is  there  for  this  evil?  Is 
tbeie  no  honorable  method  of  getting  these  burden- 
some duties  taken  off  of  these  products  of  our  in- 
dustry? And  they  will  be  told  it  is  a  part  of  Ame- 
rican policy— a  part  of  the  law  which  put  on  these 
duties— thai  whenever  the  King  of  France  dimi- 
nished or  took  off  his  duties  on  American  tobacco, 
the  duties  are  to  be  diminished  in  the  t 
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tion,  or  Men  off  of  French  wines,  brandies,  and 
silks.  And  yon  will  quickly  hear  of  conventions 
similar  to  oars,  and  petitions  and  memorials  from 
the  wine  and  silk-growers  of  France,  coiling  npon 
Iheir  Chamber  of  Deputies  to  abolish  the  Regie,  or 
monopoly  of  the  tobacco  trade,  and  reduce  the  do- 
ty on  that  article  to  a  reasonable  standard.  And 
here  let  me  remark,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  nowhere, 
not  even  in  this  Hall,  is  public  sentiment  more 
quickly  felt  and  answered  to  than  in  the  Fiench 
Chamber  of  Deputies:  a  million  and  a  half  of  their 
constituents  never  asked  in  rain  for  a  redress  of 
any  grievance. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  read 
the  other  day,  from  a  document  furnisfied  to  him 
by  a  friend,  some  statistics,  facts,  and  arguments, 
of  a  different  character  from  what  I  am  in  the  habit 
of  using,  and  I  called  on  him  then  to  say  from 
whence  that  document  came,  but  he  declined  doing 
it.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  state,  upon  the  autho- 
rity furnished  by  enr  Treasury  Department,  that 
our  imports  from  France  are  much  greater  than 
our  exports  to  mat  country.  For  example:  Taking 
an  average  of  three  years,  from  October  1,  1835, 
to  September  30, 1838,  the  annual  average  of  the 
total  amount  of  importations  from  France  was 
§95,490,976,  while  the  annual  average  c  f  the  total 
exports  of  the  United  States  to  France  was  only 
118,804,398,  being  only  three-fourths  of  the  amount 
of  our  imports. 

But  I  have  other  evidence  besides  this.  I  yester- 
day received  from  the  Secerary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
reply  to  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  me,  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  the  amount  of  imports  from  and 
exports  to  France  daring  the  years  ending  1 838— *9, 
which  I  will  now  read  for  the  information  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  and  of  the  committee. 
Statement  of  the  amount  of  import*  from  and  exports  to 

France  awing  the  year*  ending  on  the  28th  September, 

1838  and  1639. 


Yean  ending 


Sep.  30,  1838 
Sep.  30,  1839 


Valueof  im- 
port*. 


•17,771,797 
32,631,321 


Value  of  exports. 


Domestic       Foreign        Total, 
produce.      produce. 


•14,323,414 
15,966,106 


•1,280,102 
2,264,841 


•15,783,516 
18,230,949 


Nom— The  accounts  for  1840  are  not  complete. 
Tmasdht  Dbpaktmbnt, 

Register's  office,  Jan.  29, 1841 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 

I  do  not  know  (continued  Mr.  T.)  who  furnish- 
ed the  facts  and  statement!  relied  npon  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia;  but  I  do  know  from  whence 
the  argument!  came  which  he  read  to  this  com- 
mittee. And  here,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
matter  more  intelligible,  I  must  go  back  a  little. 
Strange  as  it  may  appear  to  some  gentlemen,  this 
subject  of  the  protection  ef  the  American  tobacco 
trade  in  France  early  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
American  Government.  Previous  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  present  Constitution*  Mr.  Jefferson, 
when  Minister  to  France  in  the  year  1783,  brought 
up  this  question  with  a  power  and  earnestness 
which  proved  him  to  be  as  true  an  American  as  he 
was  a  great  statesman.  He  pressed  it  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  French  Government  until  he 
ultimately  compelled  it,  to  some  extent,  to  mitigate 
the  monopoly.  And  what  were  the  benefits  result- 
ing from  his  efforts?  In  a  single  year,  so  advan- 
tageous did  this  mitigation  prove,  the  importation 
6f  tobacco  into  France  -increased  from  eight  to 
thirty-five  thousand  hogsheads.  And  yet  we  are 
told  that  no  advantage  would  be  gained  by  doing 
away  with  this  monopoly.  The  negotiations  be- 
tween our  Minister  and  the  Minister  of  France  on 
this  point  ceased  with  the  commencement  of  the 
French  Revolution.  From  the  year  1791,  from 
which  that  revolution  may  be  said  to  date,  up  to 
the  time  when  the  present  dynasty  of  Bourbons 
were  reinstated  on  the  throne,  this  question  was 
never  agitated;  but  the  very  first  Minister  who  was 
sent  to  France  after  that  event  was  instructed  to 
urge  on  the  French  Government  the  absolute  and 
imperious  necessity  of  doing  juctice  to  the  tobacco 
trade.  That  Minister,  (Mr.  Rives,)  in  a  most 
powerful  document,  dictated  to  some  extent,  I  have 
no  doubt,  by  our  authorities  here,  urged  the  matter 
strenuously  upon  the  French  Minister,  at  that  time 


the  Due  de  Oalmatia.  I  will  here  read  a  short  ex- 
tract from  a  communication  addressed  by  the  Due 
de  Dalmatia  to  the  American  Minister  in  1839; 
probably  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise) 
may  recognise  an  old  acquaintance  in  it.  The 
gentleman  who  furnished  hfm  (Mr.  W.)  with  his 
argument  extracted  ir,  word  for  word,  from  this  ve- 
ry communication  of  the  French  Minister;  and  we 
have  here  ihe  strange  anomaly  of  an  argument 
made  by  the  French  Minister  against  the  interest 
of  the  United  States  being  read  as  an  American  ar-  > 
gument  by  an  American  Representative  on  the 
floor  of  this  House.  I  am  aware  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  when  he  read  it,  did  not  know 
the  source  from  which  his  correspondent  had 
drawn  it.  He  (Mr.  Wise)  thopght  it  was  plausi- 
ble— and  it  was,  to  be  sure,  the  strongest  argument 
which  a  French  Minister  could  lay  his  hands  upon. 
I  suppose,  also,  it  was  the  strongest  which  the  cor- 
respondent of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  could 
lay  hu  hands  upon.  It  is,  hower,  the  translation 
oi  a  letter  written  by  the  Due  de  Dalmatia  to  Ge- 
neral Ca?s.  I  will  read  it.  It  it  dated  Paris,  Sep- 
tember 9ft,  1839,  and  is  as  follows: 

"You  will  also  observe,  General,  (and  it  if  an  important  con- 
sideration,) that  not  onlj  are  the  lobarcoes  of  the  United  States 
admitted  into  our  ports  without  being  subjected  to  any  duty, 
but  that  they  are  brought  there  exclusively  under  the  flag  of 
the  Union,  which  thus  receives  all  the  advantages  in  the  way  of 
navigation.  As  for  ourselves,  we  appear  in  the  markets  of  the 
Union  with  the  purchasers  Irom  all  other  countries;  we  pay 
the  same  prices  which  they  pay;  and  our  competition  contri- 
butes the  more  toward  keeping  up  the  price  in  the  markets,  as 
our  wants  (which  may  always  be  calculated  beforehand)  in- 
crease every  year  in  a  sensible  proportion." 

I  have  (continued  Mr.  T.)  taken  some  trouble 
to  find  this  document.  I  thought,  when  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  was  speaking,  that  I  remem- 
bered the  argument;  I  thought  that  I  had  to  reply 
to  it  before.  Whilst  the  gentleman  was  yet  speak- 
ing, I  found  it,  word  for  word,  and  letter  for  letter, 
in  the  House  document  before  referred  to*.  And 
here  let  me  remark,  that  a  part  of  this  argument  is 
founded  npon  a  fact  which  I  acknowledge  to  be 
true,  but  which  is  wholly  deceitful  and  deceiving. 
It  says  that  tobacco  from  America  is  introduced 
into  France  without  paying  duty.  Most  wise  dis- 
covery !  The  discovery  is  also  made  that  the 
King  of  the  French  does  not  tax  his  own  tobacco ! 
True ;  bnt  he  sells  to  a  company  the  privilege  of 
importing  it  free  of  duly  for  the  sum  of  ten  millions 
of  francs,  and  he  suffers  them  to  make  all  the  pro/it 
they  can.  If,  therefore,  the  King  were  to  tax  our 
tobacco,  he  would  lay  a  tariff  npon  bis  own  pro- 
perty; but  he  sells  out  to  seven  monopolists  the 
right  of  selling,  importing,  and  manufacturing  to- 
bacco throughout  his  entire  kingdom.  In  what  a 
position,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  [Mr.  Banks,  of  Vir- 
ginia, was  in  the  chair  pro  lem.]  does  it  place  your 
constituents  and  mine,  when  they  land  this  product 
of  our  labor  in  ports  abroad  Formerly  they  car- 
ried it  there  themselves;  but  they  found,  when  they 
arrived  there,  that  only  one  man  was  permitted  to 
purchase  i',  and  they  were  compelled  to  sell  it  to 
him  at  whatever  price  he  chose  to  purchase  it,  or 
reship  it  to  some  other  port,  at  the  loss  of  freight 
and  charges.  The  consequence  has  been,  that,  for 
the  space  of  two  or  three  years  past,  not  one  hogs- 
head of  American  tobacco  has  been  shipped  by  an 
American  citizen  to  any  port  in  France,  unless 
you  call  Mr.  Rogers  an  American  citizen.  Some- 
times, in  his  communications  in  the  newspaper?,  he 
gays  he  is  a  tobacco  planter;  probably  he  may  have 
a  farm  in  Virginia,  but  it  must  be  a  very  small 
portion  of  hn  interest. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  seems  to  have 
taken  a  particular  antipathy  against  this  whole 
subject-matter  of  tobacco,  because  he  fears  we  are 
going  for  a  protective  tariff.  One  word  on  that 
point.  I  wish  to  see  the  tobacco  interest  discon- 
nected from  all  others;  that  it  may  stand  prominent 
here;  that  the  Houre  and  the  country  may  see  the 
position  it  occupies,  and  the  burdens  and  restric- 
tions which  it  endures,  taxed  as  it  is  more  than 
sixty  times  hieher  than  any  other  product  of  our 
labor.  There  may  be,  and  probably  are,  thou- 
sands of  tobacco  planters  who  are  protective  tariff 
men;  but,  at  tobacco  planters,  we  have  no  connec- 
tion with  ihat  subject,  nor  do  we  want  a  protective 
tariff  for  the  protection  of  American  interests -at 
home  from  foreign  competition. 

We  want  countervailing  duties  to  force  Bn- 


ropean  Kings  to  do  justice  to  American  citizens. 
And  this  is  the  remedy  recommended  by  some  of 
the  wisest  statesmen  of  this  country,  from  Thomas 
Jefferson  down  to  our  present  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury — many  of  whose  opinions  I  could  read 
to  the  committee  if  lime  would  permit.  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son says,  emphatically,  "  When  a  nation  imposes 
high  duties  on  our  productions,  or  prohibits  mem 
altogether,  it  may  be  proper  for  us  to  do  the  same 
by  theirs."  And  in  the  very  document  from 
which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise] 
read  long  extract?,  and  praised  so  highly  as  the 
most  sensible  communication  he  had  ever  seen 
from  its  author,  (Mr.  Woodbury,)  this  doctrine  of 
countervailing  duties  is  acknowledged  as  legiti- 
mate, and  recommended.  As  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  did  not  read  this  part  of  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  oHhe  Treasury,  I  will  supply  his  omis- 
sion. 

[A  gentleman  near  inquired  of  Mr.  T.  What 
document  is  thai?] 

Mr.  T.  It  is  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  communicating,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  a  plan  or  permanent 
change  in  the  tariff,  dated  January  19,  1841.  On 
the  5th  page  Mr.  Woodbury  says: 

"And  another  discrimination,  sometimes  useful,  might  be  to 
select  those  articles  In  certain  cases  Tor  an  increased  impost,  not 
usually  exceeding  the  same  limitation  which  may  be  proper  far 
countervailing:  injurious  impost*  placed  on  our  own  productions 
by  any  foreign  power." 
And,  some  few  sentences  further,  he  says: 

"Nor  can  any  other  country  complain  with  justice,  if  we 
counteract  their  high  taxation  on  any  of  our  products  by  impos- 
ing some  corresponding  imposts  on"  theirs,  and,  however  un- 
profitable such  conflicts  usually  prove  to  ail  concerned,  ye*. 
when  such  a  measure  becomes  convenient  for  oar  own  fiscal 
purposes,  or  is  required  by  proper  self-respect,  and  is  kept 
within  due  restrictions  as  to  the  amount  of  duty,  it  Is  believed 
to  be  entirely  justifiable." 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia [Mr.  Wis*]  had  seen  and  read  this  portion 
of  this  document,  he  must  either  hare  chanced 
his  opinion  as  to  the  correctness  of  its  doc- 
trines, or  lost  some  of  his  horror  of  countervailing 
duties. 

Mr.  Chairman,  several  gentlemen  around  me 
ask  me  to  define  the  difference  between  a  protective 
tariff  and  countervailing  duties.  I  will  do  it  sa- 
tisfactorily. A  protective  tariff  is  intended  for  the 
protection  of  American  industry  at  home  from  fo- 
reign competition.  Is  not  that  a  fair  definition? 
Countervailing  duties  are  intended  for  the  protec- 
tion of  American  produce  abroad  from  foreign  ag- 
gression. A  protective  tariff  and  countervailing 
duties  are  not  only  not  the  same  thing,  but  they  are 
to  a  great  extent  diametrically  opposite  things. 
The  one  operates  at  home  for  the  protection  of 
American  industry  here  from  foreign  competition. 
Every  American  statesman  may  vote  for  that  or 
not,  as  his  judgment  may  dictate.  The  other,  coun- 
tervailing dnties,  is  intended  for  the  protection  of 
American  industry  abroad  from  foregn  aggression; 
and  I  hold  that  every  American  statesman,  let  htm 
come  from  where  he  may,  is  hound  to  come  to  the 
rescue  of  this  and  of  every  other  American  inte- 
rest, when  unjustly  oppressed  by  foreign  Govern- 
ments. All  Greece,  from  her  main  land  an&  her 
hundred  islands,  poured  her  armies  upon  Troy  to 
revenge  the  injuries  of  a  single  individual.  All 
Rome  was  roused  like  a  lion  to  take  revenge  for 
the  death  of  one  of  her  citizens;  and  here  is  an  ag- 
gravated injury  inflicted  on  a  million  and  a  half  of 
American  citizens,  and  we  stand  here  calmly  de- 
bating whether  or  not  we  will  extend  protection  to 
them.  It  is  a  shame.  I  am  compelled,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  argue  this  question  thus  zealously,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it  What 
is  the  spectacle  we  now  present  Look  at  yomr 
own  State,  because  that  is  deeply  interested-,  your 
State  sends  about  six  out  of  eighteen  thousand 
hogsheads  of  this  staple  to  Great  Britain.  When 
you  land  your  tobacco  there,  can  you  sell  hi  No. 
The  lion  of  Great  Britain  takes  a  lion's  share  of 
the  labor  of  your  hands  and  the  sweat  of  yoar 
brow;  and  he  says,  Ton  shall  give  me  sixteen 
thousand  hogsheads  out  of  eighteen  thousand  be- 
fore I  permit  you  to  sell  the  other  two  thousand  at 
all  in  my  dominions.  This  may  appear  a  start* 
ling  fact  to  some  gentlemen;  but  it  is  as  true  as 
strange.  If  we  carry  four  thousand  hogsheads 
from  Maryland,  the  lion  of  Great  Britain  lays  ass 
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huge  paw  upon  them,  and  says,  Yoa  shall  not  sell 
them  till  yoir  have  given  me  fonr-fiftbs.  Will  yoa 
submit  to  thi&?  I  trust  not.  To  is  may  be  an  in- 
auspicious moment  at  which  to  moot  mis  question. 
I  know  that,  it  being  now  near  the  end  of  Con- 
gress, and  when  it  is  understood  that  the  tariff  of 
1833  will  bare  to  be  revised  at  the  ensuing  session, 
it  may  be  said,  Wait,  bring  your  grievances  then, 
and  we  will  hear  you.  If  I  could  only  hear  a  con- 
soling  Toice — if  1  could  only  be  assured  that  next 
year,  when,  from  necessity,  the  tariff  must  be  re- 
vised, yon  would  hear  us,  I  would  promise,  if  I 
could,  to  meet  you  here,  and  claim  your  attention 
then.  I  would  demand  your  at  ention  as  a  matter 
of  justice,  not  of  favor,  to  my  constituents,  and  to 
the  constituents  of  some  twenty-eight  or  twenty- 
nine  other  members  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  clock  warns  me  that  I  have 
but  a  (ew  moments  remaining.  I  regret  to  be  thus 
circumscribed,  although  I  voluntarily  imposed  a 
limHupon  myself,  in  order  that  I  might  not  inter- 
fere with  the  wishes  of  other  members.  I  regret 
mat  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  lay  before  the  House 
tome  other  facts  that  are  in  my  possession. 

[Mr.  GaiBT  here  rose  and  said  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Triplbtt)  had  stated 
that  a  duty  of  40  per  cent,  was  laid  upon  wheat  in 
England  He  (Mr.  C  )  wished  to  know  by  what 
rale  the  gentleman  arrived  at  that  conclusion?] 

Mr.  Trjpl«tt.  By  reference  to  documents  from 
the  Departments.  The  tariff  of  Great  Britain  on 
wheat  and  flour  rises  and  falls  with  the  prices  of 
those  articles  in  that  country.  The  object,  as  ap- 
parent from  the  law,  is  to  keep  the  price  of  wheat 
•l  72  shillings  per  quarter,  as  it  rises  above  that 
price,  the  tariff  is  reduced;  as  it  falls  below  it,  tbe 
tariff  is  increased.  Indeed,  the  tariff  is  varied  al- 
most every  month;  therefore,  to  come  to  any  cor- 
rect edhelusion,  you  mast  take  a  series  of  months — 
any  13  months.  For  a  series  of  three  years,  the 
average  duty  in  England  upon  wheat  imported  from 
America  was  about  40  per  cent.;  sometimes  it 
rises  to  00  or  70  per  cent.;  sometimes  it  falls  as  low 
aw  ten;  sometimes  as  low  as  one  shilling  per  quar- 
ter—but can  never  get  lower.  But  their  taf  iff  upon 
tobacco  is  a  continuing  and  abiding  oppression, 
without  modification,  without  relief,  or  the  prospect 
of  relief.  I  call  upon  this  House,  I  call  upon  this 
country,  to  say  whether,  when  the  revision  of  the 
tariff  laws  shall  take  place,  this  evil  6hall  not  be 
looked  into.  We  have  borne  our  burdens  with  a 
patience  which  would  nave  done  honor  to  Job  him- 
self; and,  practised  as  he  was  in  that  virtue,  I  be- 
lieve, if  he  had  been  a  tobacco-planter,  be  would 
not  have  submitted  as  long  as  we  have  done. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  thank  the  committee  for  the  pa- 
tient hearing  they  have  given  me  on  this  occasion. 
I  see  that  there  are  many  other  gentlemen  anxious 
to  obtain  the  floor,  and  I  will  therefore  yield  it 
now.  It  is  probable  that  I  may  avail  myself  of 
some  future  occasion  to  add  something  to  the  re- 
marks I  have  already  submitted  on  this  most  inte- 
resting topic. 
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bill  providing  for  the  issue  of  Treasury  Notes. 

Mr.  Chairman:  No  person  can  feel  less  desire 
tbanl  do  to  throw  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  pre- 
sent Administration,  in  providing  the  means  for 
carrying  ou  the  Government  during  the  present 
year.  A  very  small  portion  of  that  time,  however, 
belongs  to  it,  and  it  will  not  require  any  great 
amount  of  money  to  enable  it  to  retire  with  decen- 
cy, no  matter  what  may  become  of  the  Admini- 
stration which  will  follow.  But,  sir,  I  have  very 
serious  objections  to  the  mode  of  raising  money 
proposed  by  this  bill.  The  manner  of  doing  a  thing 
may  be  more  important  than  the  thing  itself.  I 
regret,  therefore,  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  vote 
for  the  bill  on  your  table. 

In  the  first  place,  I  cannot,  consistently  with  the 
opinions  I  have  heretofore  expressed,  vote  for  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  under  the  present  circum- 
stances. They  are  in  truth  a  loan,  a  debt,  and  yet 
they  do  not  profess  to  be  so.  They  are  not  only 
loans,  but  loans  in  the  wowt  form,  even  if  toy 


were  not  loans  in  disguise.  During  the  late  war, 
when  contending  under  great  disadvantage  with  a 
powerful  enemy,  already  oppressed  with  the  heavy 
debt  of  the  Revolution,  and  with  feeb'e  resources 
compared  to  our  present  ability,  tbe  taue  of  Trea- 
sury notes  was  resorted  to.  But  this  was  from  dire 
necessity,  because  we  could  n  t  effect  loans  on  rea- 
8onable  terms  or  in  time  to  meet  our  pressing 
wants.  And  can  it  be  possible  that,  after  more 
than  twenty  years  of  peace,  without  a  public  debs 
(as  the  President  tells  us  in  his  message,)  and  with 
na'ional  resources  augmented  beyond  any  example 
in  history,  we  are  now  reduced  to  the  same  severe 
necessity  that  we  experienced  during  that  gloomy 
period?  If  it  be  so,  the  present  Admini>tration 
must  bear  the  blame.  But,  sir,  although  our  finan- 
ces are  deranged,  our  Treasury  empty,  yet  our  cre- 
dit is  still  sound;  we  can  have  no  difficulty  m  bor- 
rowing whatmoney  we  may  need,  and  on  better  terms, 
and  at  le<s  expense,  than  by  tbe  issue  of  Treasury 
notes.  Tbis  latter  mode  may  suit  the  policy  of  the 
Administration  which  has  so  studiously  labored  to 
disguise  the  fact  of  our  being  in  debt,  and  being 
obliged  to  borrow,  because  this  would  instantly  in- 
duce the  people  to  inquire,  and  lead  them  to  the 
painful  conclusion  that  their  affairs  have  been  most 
abominably  mismanaged. 

The  President,  in  his  message,  gives  us  a  most 
agreeable  picture  of  our  finances.  He  tells  us  that 
there  will  be  a  million  and  a  half  in  the  Treasury  . 
on  the  first  of  January;  that  the  receipts  of  the  year 
will  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  current  expenses, 
and  leave  a  balance  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year.  He  is 
fortified  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, although  on  a  close  inspection  of  this  report 
some  misgivings  may  be  discovered.  Now,  is 
this  view  of  our  finance  correct?  It  is  admitted  on 
all  hands  not  to  be.  And  yet  here  are  documents 
coming  from  the  highest  authority,  printed  at  the 
public  expense  by  lens  of  thousands,  multiplied  by 
the  press  every  where,  reaching  every  log  cabin  in 
the  most  secluded  valley  of  the  mountains,  and  tra- 
velling to  the  farthest  West;  and  yet  th'se  docu- 
ments are  only  calculated  to  deceive !  For  years 
past  this  deception  has  been  practised.  The  people 
have  lost  confidence  in  these  Srate  papers,  which 
ought  to  be  stamped  with  the  highest  authority. 
The  opinion  now  very  generally  prevails  that  they 
are  only  regarded  as  the  means  of  slurring  over 
and  concealing  the  faults  of  tbo«e  who  have  been 
entrusted  with  the  management  of  our  affairs,  and 
not  to  give  plain,  intelligible,  correct,  and  satisfac- 
tory information  to  the  people,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  enabled  to  determine  whether  their  public 
servants  have  done  well  or  ill,  and  whether  it  may 
not  be  advisable  to  make  a  change.  This  machia- 
vellian character  of  our  public  documents  is,  per- 
haps, one  of  the  principal  causes  of  that  dissatisfac- 
tion which  they  have  so  decidedly  manifested.  Sup* 
pose,  sir,  that  the  minister  of  a  European  monarch 
were  to  lay  before  his  master  a  false  and  decep- 
tive budget,  would  it  not  be  regarded  as  a  high 
offence,  as  a  sort  of  treason?  It  would  certainly 
be  visited  by  the  just  displeasure  of  the  offended 
sovereign.  Here  the  people  are  sovereign,  and 
have  a  right  to  know  the  truth,  and  the  exact 
truth.  And  yet  the.  President  in  his  me.ssaze,  and  the 
Secretary  in  his  report,  documents  intended  for  the 
widest  circulation,  tell  one  story,  and  immediately 
after,  as  if  for  the  private  ear  of  this  House,  and 
out  of  hearing  of  the  people,  the  Secretary  comes 
and  tells  a  very  different  story.  We  are  told,  in  a 
side  whisper,  that  the  Treasury  is  empty,  and  that 
an  issue  of  Treasury  notes  to  the  amount  of  five 
millions  is  absolutely  necessary  to  meet  the  de- 
mands on  it  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 
After  that,  money  will  come  in  plentifully;  and,  if 
it  does  not,  to  them  it  will  be  a  matter  of  indiffe- 
rence, as  by  that  time  they  will  have  been  relieved 
from  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  State  affair?. 

This  story  of  five  millions  of  Treasury  notes  for 
the  first  quarter  has  now  been  regularly  repealed 
for  the  last  three  sessions.  So  fearful  was  the  Se- 
cretary of  disclosing  the  real  nature  of  this  demand, 
that,  in  the  first  instance,  it  was  ingeniously  called » 
the  exchanging  the  notes  of  the  Government  for 
specie !  It  was  thought  that  this  would  serve  as  an 
effectual  mask  to  conceal  its  ugly  and  unpopular 


features  It  was  not  tbe  creation  of  a  debt;  it 
was  simply  procuring  specie,  by  giving  for  it  a 
piece  of  paper,  with  a  promise  to  pay  written  on 
it.  Was  that  paper  any  thing  more  than  evidence 
of  debt,  like  the  note  of  a  private  individual?  Its 
value  would  depend  upon  the  ability  to  pay  back 
tbe  amount  for  which  it  was  given,  and  not  upon 
its  intrinsic  value.  But  these  notes  are  not  only 
equivalent  to  specie,  but  superior,  because  they 
bear  interest !  They  are  not  only  good  bona  fide 
bread  and  butter,  but  have  a  little  sugar  sprinkled 
over  them  besides. 

Now,  sir,  I  think  it  proper  and  necessary  that 
the  people  should  know  the  true  situation  of  their 
Treasury.  They  should  at  least  koow  whether 
they  are  in  debt,  or  free  from  debt.  Tbis  is  ne- 
cessary, in  order  that  their  Representatives  may  be 
required  to  retrench  expenses,  if  it  can  be  done 
without  injury  to  the  public  service,  and,  if  not, 
that  suitable  means  may  be  adopted  to  procure  a 
certain  and  sufficient  supply.  Attempts  have  been 
made  during  this  debate  to  defend  the  Administra- 
tion from  the  charge  of  extravagancy  and  perhaps 
it  has  been  proved  that  the  last  year  was  not  quite 
as  extravagant  as  the  preceding  years.  But  it  has 
been  demonstrated  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, [Mr.  Bell,]  who  has  investigated  this  subject 
with  great  ability,  and  also  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Barnard,]  and  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Evans,]  who  have  gone  into  de  • 
tails  and  analyzed  the  Secretary's  report,  that  the 
necessary  and  usual  exdendilures  for  national  de- 
fences have  either  been  suspended,  or  remain  a 
charge  to  be  met  by  the  new  Administration.  In- 
stead of  meeting  this  and  explaining  it,  several 
gentlemen  on  the  side  ot  the  Administration'  have  - 
attempted  to  give  an  unfair  representation  of  the 
ground  thus  taken.  They  cry  out  that  tbe  Whigs 
are  now  for  lavish  expenditure,  and  charge  the  late 
Administration  with  parsimony,  while  before  the 
election  the  charge  of  extravagance  was  continu- 
ally rung  in  the  ears  of  the  people.  This  manoeu- 
vre is  too  obvious  to  deceive  ony  one.  The  Whigs 
are  consistent— they  want  no  lavish  expenditure; 
they  want  no  increase  of  expense  in  furnishing  the 
President's  house.  Gen.  Harrison  will  think  it 
good  enough  for  him;  and  I  have  uo  doubt  he 
would  rejoice  if  the  money  which  was  laid  out  in 
its  splendid  curtains,  and  golden  spoons  and  dishes, 
were  now  in  the  Treasury. 

The  Whigs  go  for  economy  and  reform,  but 
have  no  with  to  see  a  false  economy  in  providing 
for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  our  country,  for  the 
improvement  of  our  navy,  the  completion  of  oar 
fortifications,  and  for  national  works  undertaken  at 
the  public  expense.  Tbe  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Vahdsrpokl,]  who  labored  so  much  in 
the  defence  of  this  condemned  Administration,  re- 
ferred, among  other  items  of  extraordinary  and  un- 
avoidable expenditure,  to  our  Indian  relations.  I 
might  refer  him  to  the  electioneering  relations,  equally 
expensive,  and  equally  as  fruitless  as  the  Florida 
war.  One  thing  is  undeniable:  the  expenses  of 
the  Government  within  tbe  last  six  years  have  all 
at  once  doubled  the  expenses  of  the  preceding 
twenty  years,  without  anj  national  debt  to  pay, 
while  at  the  same  time  there  has  been  a  great  re- 
duction in  the  expenditures  for  national  purposes. 
These  are  facts  which  are  not  easily  explained. 
The  burden  of  this  explanation  lies  on  the  Admi- 
nistration. A  proportional  increase  in  our  ex- 
penses was  to  be  expected.}  bat,  after  making  this 
allowance,  and  for  the  Plurida  war  and  Indian  re- 
lations, still  the  increase  is  to  me  "perfectly  unac- 
countable." They  have  not  explained  to  us  why 
the  expense*  of  the  Government  under  Monroe 
and  Adams  were  but  twenty-three  millions,  with  an 
annual  debt  of  ten  millions  to  be  paid  out  of  this 
sum,  while  under  the  present  and  late  Administra- 
tions they  were  from  thirty  to  thirty-nine  millions, 
after  the  debt  was  paid  off!  The  weight  of  this 
explanation  lay  upon  the  late  Administration;  it 
could  not  bear  it,  but  was  crushed  under  it,  never 
to  i  i*e  again,  unless  in  some  new  form,  or  some 
new  combination,  which  will  conceal  its  identity. 

Even  at  the  last  session,  the  ttue  character  of 
these  Treasury  notes  was  attempted  to  be  con- 
cealed. They  were  not  a  loan,  it  was  said-— they 
were  anly  Treasury  notes.    Instead  of  being  ex- 
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changed  for  specie,  they  were  taken  at  the  banks, 
which  gave  their  own  notes  in  exchange,  even  after 
they  had  stopped  specie  payments.    It  was  one  of 
(hose  humbugs  which  characterized  the  late  Admi- 
nistration.    Bat  the  necessity  fox-  disguise   has 
ceased,  and  it  is  admitted  that  they  are  loans,  bat 
not  quite  a  debt.    The  mask  is  partially  removed, 
half  concealing  and  half  disclosing  the  features 
behind  it.    They  are  a  Umportry  loan !     Mr.  Van 
Buren,  by  way  of  casting  the  shadow  before  the 
coming  event,  has  bestowed  upon  us  a  very  im- 
pressive parental  admonition  against  the  creation  of 
a  pcrmcntnt  national  debt.    And  who  ever  thought 
of  doing  this?    Qreat  Britain  may  be  said  to  have 
a  permanent  national  debt;  and  the  saying  has 
been  attributed  to  Alexander  Hamilton,  uihat  a 
national  debt  is  a  national  blessing."    If  he  did 
»  use  such  an  expression,  it  was  condemned  as  soon 
as  uttered,  and  has  never  been  received  into  the 
creed  of  any  party  in  this  country.     It  was  never 
supposed  by  us  for  a  moment  that  any  of  our 
loans  were  permanent.    The  debt  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  that  of  the  late  war,  awakened  the  deep- 
est solicitude  for  their  speedy  extinguishment.  What, 
then,  is  a  temporary  loan?    A  loan  for  one  year  is 
as  much  a  loan  as  one  for  five  years,  and  both  are 
temporary. 

On  the  passage  of  the  bill  there  will  be  five  mil- 
lions of  Treasury  notes  out,  as  soon  as  the  notes 
now  called  for  shall  be  issued.  And  this  has  been 
renewed  from  year  to  year,  and  it  is  called  a  tem- 
porary loan,  to  distinguish  it  from  a  loan  for  a 
longer  time  than*  a  year.  The  debt  is  renewed  like 
a  note  in  bank,  which  may  be  renewed  for  seven 
years,  and  still  be  called  a  note  of  ninety  days. 
Let  things,  then,  be  called  by  their  right  names; 
call  a  spade  a  spade,  and  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  the  creation  of  a  debt.  If  the  nation  is  in 
debt,  let  the  nation  knew  that  it  is  in  debt.  Let  it 
be  known  that  we  are  obliged  to  borrow,  and  if  it 
be  necessary  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  negotiate  a  loan,  let  him  be  allowed  to  have 
recourse  to  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  in  the  last 
resort.  There  could  be  no  difficulty,  I  repeat,  in 
effecting  a  loan  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest  than  six 
per  cent  the  amount  payable  on  the  Treasury 
notes.  The  credit  of  the  nation  is  still  good  as  to 
its  ability  to  pay,  and  its  character  for  integrity 
will,  of  course,  rise  under  the  new  Administration. 
'  From  every  indication  which  I  see,  the  public  con- 
fidence in  it  will  not  be  surpassed  by  that  reposed 
in  any  Administration  since  the  days  of  Wash- 
ington. 

It  has  been  shown  by  those  gentlemen  who  have 
so  ably  analyzed  the  Secretary's  report,  that  the 
sum 'of  five  millions,  in  addition  to  the  current  re- 
venue, will  not  be  sufficient  for  the  present  year. 
They  have  shown  a  large  amount  of  debt  which 
must  be  provided  for  now,  or  at  no  remote  period 
hereafter.  It  must  have  struck  every  one  as  very 
strange  that  there  should  be  a  difference  between 
the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  have  just  alluded,  in  their 
respective  understandings  of  the  report,  to  so  large 
an  amount  as  six  millions.  No  one  will  question 
the.acuteness  of  their  perception.  The  Secretary 
must  be  either  remarkable  for  his  talent  for  mysti- 
fication, or  very  unfortunate  in  the  manner  of  ex- 
pressing his  ideas.  But  no  one  can  speak  with 
certainty  of  the  amount  of  outstanding  claims 
which  will  be  presented  at  the  Treasury  during  the 
present  year.  I  approve  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr  Jenifib,] 
authorizing  the  loan  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  if 
required,  for  the  use  of  the  Government.  The 
first  quarter  of  the  next  year  should  be  provided 
for,  not  to  speak  of  the  prudent  precaution  hereto- 
fore pursued,  but  of  late  years  discontinued,  of 
always  having  at  least  five  millions  in  the  Treasu- 
ry to  meet  unexpected  contingencies — that  is,  of 
always  having  eneugh  and  little  more.  The  Se- 
cretary estimates  the  probable  receipts  from  the  cus- 
toms at  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Vahdebpoil]  declares 
that  it  will  exceed  that  amount;  that  he  is  assured, 
by  private  letters  from  the  city  of  New  York,  that 
there  will  be  very  large  importations.  But  this, 
after  all  is  but  conjecture:  for  many  circumstances 
may  occur  to  check  importations.  The  further  re. 
duetion  of  the  amount  of  duties  on  some  article 


towards  the  end  of  the  year,  together  with  specie- 
payments,  may  lessen  the  receipts.  The  severe 
lessons  taught  by  excessive  importatons  will  have 
an  effect  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  banks 
will  be  cramped  by  their  effort  to  resume  and 
maintain  specie  payments,  and  it  will  not  be  in 
their  power  to  extend  their  discounts.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  coming  year  may  be  a  s  mod  and  safe 
business,  but  necessarily  limited.  It  is  not  in  a 
year,  you  may  rest  assured,  sir,  that  this  country 
can  regain  the  full  tide  of  its  prosperity.  It  is  very 
possible  that  the  receipts  from  customs  may  fall 
considerably  below  those  of  the  last  year. 

I  will  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  whether  it  is  fair  for 
the  outgoing  Administration  to  leave  their  succes- 
sors without  ample  funds  to  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  meet  all  the  appropriations  of  Con- 
gress? The  power  is  still  in  their  hands,  and  sure 
ly  the  intimations  coming  from  those  who  will 
share  the  confidence  of  the  new  Administration 
ought  to  have  some  weight 

The  supporters  of  the  Administration  have 
charged  upon  us  the  desire  to  call  a  special  session 
of  Congress,  and  the  charge  is  thrown  back,  on  ac- 
count of  the  apparent  unwillingness  to  provide  suf- 
ficient means  for  the  new  Administration.  J  do 
not  suppose  it  is  the  wish  of  any  one  to  call  an  ex- 
tra session;  but  it  may  be  the  desire  of  each  party 
to  shift  from  itself  the  responsibility  of  such  a  mea- 
sure, should  it  become  indispensable.  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  necessary;  it  will  be  expensive  and  in- 
convenient, and  nothing  but  the  most  urgent  neces- 
sity will  justify  it.  But  it  is  not  the  province  of 
this  House  to  determine  upon  that  necessity.  The 
Constitution  has  assigned  this  duty  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Executive,  and  we  have  no  right  to  forestall 
or  dictate  to  that  branch  of  the  Government  in  its 
appropriate  action.  Until  the  President  shall  enter 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  the  heads  of  De- 
partments shall  have  examined  into  their  siiuatioo, 
it  is  impossible  for  him  to  know  what  necessity 
there  may  be  for  such  a  measure.  Unforeseen 
events  may  happen  to  render  it  wise  and  prudent. 
The  public  voice  may  demand  it  in  order  to  draw 
the  exact  line  of  distinction  between  the  last  and 
the  present  Administrations.  At  all  events,  the  ne- 
cessity and  propriety  lies  with  the  Executive,  and 
not  with  this,  body. 

And  why  should  not  General  Harrison  have  the 
same  privilege  as  Mr.  Yan  Buren?  Soon  after 
that  gentleman  came  into  office,  he  was  induced, 
reluctantly,  to  call  an  extra  session.  He  was  not 
blamed  for  this,  but  ii  was  supposed  that  something 
would  be  done  for  the  country.  The  nation  was 
disappointed;  instead  of  proposing  any  measure  to  re- 
lieve the  distresses  of  the  People,  tbe  President  made 
the  novel  and  ominous  declaration,  which  has  stuck 
to  him  like  the  garment  of  Nessus,  that  the  people 
are  in  the  habit  of  expecting  too  much  from  the 
Government;  that  it  is  enough  for  the  Government 
to  take  care  of  itself,  and  the  people  must  take  care 
of  themselves !  This  Congress  extraordinary  did 
nothing  but  pass  a'Treasury  note  bill,  although  the 
follower  in  the  footsteps  had  received  a  letter  from 
General  Jackson,  after  the  explosion  of  the  pet 
bank  bubble,  telling  him,  above  all  things,  to  be- 
ware of  Treasury  notes.  Thus  the  mountain  was 
in  labor  and  brought  forth  a  mouse.  Tbe  people 
expected  too  much  from  the  Government !  When 
the  Executive  called  itself  the  Government,  and 
controlled  the  action  of  the  Legislature,  it  was  na- 
tural for  the  people  to  look  up  to  it  for  more  than  it 
could  perform.  The  Executive  could  lead  the  peo- 
ple into  difficulty,  but  coutd  not  lead  them  out 
again.  It  was  a  different  matter  with  Congress, 
which  was  the  people  represented  by  their  immedi- 
ate agents.  The  law-making  branch  of  the  Go- 
vernment, through  which  they  express  their  will, 
is,  or  ought  to  be,  in  the  hands  of  the  people;  and 
to  tell  them  that  they  expect  too  much  of  the  Go- 
vernment, is  to  tell  them  that  they  expect  too  much 
from  themselves.  The  Executive  bad  assumed  pow- 
ers which  did  not  belong  to  it;  it  had.  attempted  to 
interfere  where  it  had  no  right  to  interfere,  and 
mischief  and  misfortune  had  followed,  and  then  it 
suddenly  discovered  that  the  powers  which  it  had 
usurped  are  to  be  found  nowhere.  It  was  most 
unfortunate  that  this  discovery  had  not  been  made 
before  the  commencement  of  those  experiments, 


.which  have  thrown  our  country  into  almost  irre- 
trievable disorder.  Happily,  they  nave  pat  nnvand 
to  that  centralizing,  despotic,  unit-power  grasped 
by  General  Jackson,  but  which  his  successor  could 
not  retain. 

And  if  Mr.  Yan  Buren  was  justified  in  calling 
an  extra  session,  how  much  more  will  be  General 
Harrison'?  The  disasters  which  rendered  it  neces- 
sary for*  Mr.  Yan  Buren  to  resort  to  this  measure, 
were  brought  about  by  the  conduct  of  the  preceding 
Administration,  of  which  he  waspcrtuept,  while,  if 
General  Harrison  be  compelled  to  resort  to  this 
measure,  it  will  be  inconsequence  of  the  misfor- 
tunes brought  on  the  country  by  his  predecessor, 
whose  measures  he  had  condemned.  What  were 
the  causes,  proximate  and  remote,  which  Jed  to  the 
call  of  an  extra  session  by  Mr.  Yan  Buren?  It  was 
the  stoppage  of  specie  payments  by  all  the  banks  in 
the  Union,  the  failure  of  the  pet  bank  system,  the 
danger  of  losing  the  public  money  placed  in  iheir 
keeping  by  General  Jackson  on  his  own  refrponsa- 
bility,  contrary  to  the  will  of  Congress,  and  in  vi- 
olation of  the  Constitution.  If  this  was  afterwards 
involuntarily  sanctioned  by  Congress,  it  was  bat  am 
aggravation  of  the  offence.  The  consequences  of 
these  arbitrary  acts  had  been  foretold  again  and 
again,  but  the  warning  was  despised.  The  public 
documents,  the  message  of  the  President,  the  re- 
ports of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  had 
become  his  officer,  and  no  longer  the  officer  of  Con- 
gress, as  in  the  olden  time,  continued  to  deceive  the 
people  to  the  last  moment,  by  false  representations 
of  the  operation  of  the  pet  bank  system..  At  the 
very  moment  of  his  retiring  from  office,  the  Gene- 
ral, in  imitation  of  Washington,  sent  forth  his 
farewell  address,  in  which  he  proclaimed,  like  a 
sentinel  on  the  watch  tower,  "all's  well,"  when, in 
truth,  tllwatnot  well.  Instead  of  furnishing  a  bel- 
ter currency  than  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
instead  of  preventing  the  expansions  and  coatiac- 
tions  of  the  currency,  it  did  nothing  bat  expand. 
The  number  of  banks  increased  from  three  hundred 
to  six  hundred,  and  their  issues  were  enlarged  in 
proportion.  There  was  nothing  but  expansion  and  . 
expansion,  until  the  bubble  became  6o  thin  that  * 
men  of  common  sagacity  must  have  seen  that  it 
would  burst.  Speculations  in  the  pnblio  lands,  at 
well  as  every  kind  of  speculation,  and  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  goods,  were  stimulated  to  phreasy. 
Surely  this  was  the  work  of  the  party  which  placed 
Mr.  Yan  Buren  in  power!  By  the  means  of  that 
party  discipline  which  had  been  established,  the 
executive  and  legislative  power  had  become  almost 
consolidated  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Yan  Buren;  and  if 
the  party  is  not  responsible,  or  at  least  its  leaders,  I 
know  not  who  is  responsible.  They  had  the  mak- 
ing of  the  laws,  and  the  execution  of  them;  and  if 
Government  be  potent  for  good,  it  is  also  potent 
for  evil.  If  General  Harrison  shall  be  compelled 
to  call  a  special  session,  the  necessity  for  it  most  be 
traced  to  the  present  Administration,  as  the  imme- 
diate as  well  as  the  remote  cause  of  the  difficulties 
in  which  our  country,  has  been  unhappily  involved. 
I  hope  the  measure  may  not  be  deemed  necessary, 
and  something  may  be  done  by  placing  ample 
means  in  tbe  hands  of  the  new  Administration. 

This  debate  has  taken  a  wide  range,  far  beyond 
the  limits  ot  the  topics  immediately  connected  with 
the  bill.  Gentlemen  have  taken  the  occasion  to 
express  their  opinions  upon  a  variety  of  subjects, 
probably  from  a  belief  that  no  other  orjportaaity 
may  offer,  and  because  they  may  as  well  be  ex- 
pressed on  this  occasion  as  on  any  other,  as  they 
are  intended  for  effect  elsewhere  rather  than  here. 
To  some  extent  I  mean  to  use  the  same  privilege. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  WisbJ  whom 
I  perceive  now  about  to  occupy  his  place,  has  said 
some  things  in  which  I  heartily  concur,  and  others 
in  which  I  differ  from  him.  But  every  difference 
of  opinion,  with  respect  to  measures  and  policy,  is 
not  a  difference  of  principle.  I  take  pleasure  m 
expressing  my  acknowledgments  for  the  undaunted 
and  courageous  stand  he  has  taken  against  this  Ad- 
ministration, and  for  his  untiring  efforts  to  lay  open 
its  abuses.  Those  who  are  faithless  to  the  coonay 
in  proportion  to  their  fidelity  to  party  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  following  a  common  leader,  becanse  easy 
are  not  actuated  by  principle,  bat  by  the  intense 
of  party.    On  the  contrary,  those  who  seek  the 
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public  good  mast  often  differ,  although  they  have  the 
same  great  objects  in  view.  This  agreement  on 
all  occasions,  and  referring  every  thing  to  a  party 
vote,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is.snspieious,  as  much 
so  as  the  exact  coincidence  of  half  a  dozen  wit- 
nesseson  a  court  of  justice. 

1  differ  from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  on  the 
subject  of  this  hill,  as  a  mode  of  raising  money  to 
supply  an  empty  Treasury.  I  differ  from  him  on 
the  subject  of  the  compromise  art;  on  the  subject 
of  the  distribution  of  the  public  lands;  and  on 
some  other  subjects  which  I  do  not  mean  to  discuss; 
but  it  is  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  on  both 
sides.  1  did  not  expect  him  to  surrender  his  opi- 
nions, and  these  of  his  constituents,  nor  does  he 
expect  me  todo  so  as  to  mine  I  regard  this  dif- 
ference as  the  first  favorable  symptom  of  returning 
health  and  soundness  in  our  public  councils.  The 
venal  courtiers  of  a  monarchy  may  hold  their 
necks  awry,  because  the  King  is  compelled  to  do 
so  from  disease,  but  among  freemen,  among  genu- 
ine Democrats,  every  one  stands  erect,  and  disdains 
a  slavish  surrender  of  his  opinions;  he  is  willing  to 
obey  the  clearly  expressed  will  of  bis  constituents, 
but  no  farther.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  aware 
that  parties  are  unavoidable  in  a  Republic,  and 
within  certain  bounds  are,  perhaps,  salutary  and 
necessary.  If  it  be  necessary  to  make  some  sacri- 
fice of  opinions  and  predilection*,  it  should  be  for 
the  sake  of  our  country,  and  not  for  the  success  of 
party.  Concert  in  action  for  the  attainment  of 
great  objects  may  render  it  necessary  to  suspend 
the  assertion  of  minor  opinions.  What  I  condemn 
is,  that  excessive  devotion  to  party  which  is  ready 
to- make  a  sacrifice  of  country,  and  every  interest, 
for  that  of  party,  and  nothing  but  party.  That 
kind  of  vicious  party  spirit  has  become  too  com- 
mon, both  in  our  General  and  State  Governments. 
It  began  with  the  administration  of  General  Jack* 
son,  and  continued  to  increase  to  the  very  close  of 
the  present.  In  marking  its  progress,  we  are  struck 
with  the  contrast  between  the  present  improvement 
in  party  discipline  and  subserviency,  and  that 
which  was  seen  in  the  first  period  of  General  Jack- 
son's  administration,  when  party  was  still  in  its 
raw  militia  state.  When  he  put  forth  his  denun- 
ciation of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  refus- 
ing lo  become  a  party  engine,  his  denunciation,  in- 
stead of  being  received  with  Eastern  servility,  "to 
hear  is  to  obey,"  was  flatly  contradicted  and  re- 
buked without  disguise,  by  committees  of  both 
Houses,  composed  of  his  warmest  supporters. 
The  Bank  was  rechartered  by  the  votes  of  his  sup- 
porters; Mr.  Clay 'a  land  bill  would  have  passed  in 
spite  of  his  veto,  and  he  could  not  obtain  the  sanc- 
tion of  Congress  to  the  removal  of  the  depositee. 
For  the  last  few  years  we  have  seen  no  such  in- 
stances of  stern  .Republican  independence — rather 
the  Administration  has  been  abandoned  by  every 
one  who  possessed  this  virtue.  If  any  one  now 
dare  show  symptoms  of  desertion,  the  suspected  is 
whipped  into  the  ranks  by  those  two  hideous  fiends* 
who  stand  brandishing  theiewbips  of  scorpions. 

I  therefor*  cordially  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  that  one  of  the  fruits  ef  the  recent 
Tictory  has  been  to  restore  freedom  of  opinion,  and 
to  break  loose  the  shackles  of  party.  That  tyran- 
ny and  discipline  of  an  Administration  party,  for 
the  indiscriminate  support  of  all  Administration 
measures,  I  hope  is  forever  at  an  end.  I  am  con* 
fident  that  the  Democratic  Whigs  will  shun  the  per- 
nicious example  which  has  been  placed  before 
them.  I  could  cite  melancholy  examples  of  that 
nature,  and  where  the  welfare  of  the  country  has 
been  sacrificed  to  the  interests  of  party.  In  my 
own  State,  it  is  not  long  since  a  conspicuous  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature,  having  voted  for  a  certain 
law,  a  few  days  after  it  had  passed,  voted  for  its 
repeal,  merely  because  the  leader  of  the  party  had 
given  the  word  to  face  about.  On  that  occasion, 
the  member  declared  on  the  floor  that  he  was  con- 
scious at  the  time  that  the  law  which  he  voted  for 
would  spread  ruin  and  destruction. from  the  centre 
to  the  circumference,  but  that  he  could  not  vote 
against  the  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  Lcxt.  The  .gentleman  will  permit  me  to 
explain.    The  gentleman  to  whom  that  language 
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was     imputed    solemnly    denied     ever    having 
used  it. 

Mr.  Brackeneidob.  He  did  so  on  the  very  spot 
were  it  was  uttered;  but  was  instantly  contradicted, 
and  not  a  single 'voice  was  raised  to  support  him. 
There  are  gentlemen  behind  me  who  reassert  the 
fact.f  If  this  be  the  spirit  of  modern  pseodo  De- 
mocracy, which  has  repudiated  the  Democracy  of 
James  Madisoa,  of  Albert  Gallatin,  and  Alexan- 
der J.  Dallas,  a  most  happy  escape  has  been  made 
from  it.  I  will  give  an  instance  of  this  blind  de- 
votion to  party,  which  has  been  witnessed  within 
the  walls  of  this  CapiioL  A  few  years  ago,  the  dis- 
tribution bill  of  Mr.  Clay  passed,  by  large  majori- 
ties, through  both  Houses  of  Congress.  Party 
discipline  had  not  then  attained  its  perfection;  the 
centralization  of  power  in  the  bands  of  the  Execu- 
tive, through  the  instrumentality  of  party,  was  not 
yet  complete.  The  bill  was  retained  by  the  Presi- 
dent; he  did  not  dire  to  trust  it  to  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  not  yet  sufficiently  bro- 
ken to  submission.  He  knew  that  it  would  pass 
by  two- third?,  and,  in  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
refused  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  to  act  upon 
it.  The  principle  of  that  bill  has,  within  a  few 
days  been  voted  down  in  the  Senate,  and  there  is 
danger  that  it  will  share  the  same  late,  by  a  party 
vote,  i a  this  Hous*.  The  delegation  from  my  own 
State  is  divided;  and  al  hough  we  have  received 
instructions  from  our  State  Legislature  to  go  for 
the  principle  of  distribution,  a  portion  of  the  dele- 
gation refuse  to  obey,  because  their  allegiance  to 
party  is  stronger  than  to  their  State.  They  are 
willing  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant inteiests  of  Pennsylvania — one  in  which 
her  citizens  of  ail  parties  agree— they  are  willing 
to  make  this  great  sacrifice  to  the  centralized 
party  arrangements  here,  so  that  it  may  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  some  of  the  new 
States,  almost  the  only  political  stock  they  now  pos- 
sess, and  almost  the  only  hold  they  have  upon  those 
States. 

A  Member  fbom  Pknnstxvania.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania  has  cn\y  requested  the  members 
from  Pennsylvania  to  vote  for  the  distribution. 

Mr.  Brack UNRiDGE.  True;  and  when  I  ask  this 
little  boy  for  a  tumbler  of  water,  I  do  not  say  bring 
it,  but  pUa$e  to  bring  it.  The  people  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, without  regard  to  party,  are  in  favor  of  distri- 
bution, because  it  is  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the 
State,  but  no  more  than  strict  justice.  At  whose 
instance,  1  will  ask,  do  those  gentlemen  refuse  to 
comply  with  the  request  of  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, as  expressed  through  their  representatives 
in  the  State  Legislature?  Is  it  not  in  obedience  to 
the  tactics  of  the  party,  which  is,  from  the  mere 
force  of  habit,  endeavoring  to  prop  up  its  falling 
wall?  Or  has  the  policy  of  throwing  away  a  por- 
tion of  the  common  patrimony  been  declared  a 
new  article  of  the  Democratic  creed?  If  so,  it 
agrees  well  with  those  other  preposterous  articles 
which  have  operated  so  unhappily  on  our  State  and 
national  prosperity.  But  there  are  two  other  sub- 
jects far  transcending  any  thing  we  have  hereto- 
fore witnessed,  or  are  likely  to  witness  agaiu,  as 
respects  open  disregard  of  justice,  and  in  the  de- 
termination to  carry  into  effect  rarty  arrangements 
in  defiance  of  the  people.  The  party  is  now 
ashamed  of  the  New  Jersey  election  case;  it  was 
alluded  to  and  condemned,  in  energetic  langage,  in 
the  course  of  this  session,  by  a  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Mason,]  and  not  a  single  individual 
rose  to  say  a  word  in  its  defence.  The  climax  was 
the  passage  of  the  Sub-Treasury  bill,  in  which  we 
discover  the  last  lingering  spark  of  independence 
of  the  centralized  power  of  party— it  was  bnt 
touch  and  go,  it  just  rubbed  through,  and  that  was 
all.  Yet  this  very  project,  when  first  introduced 
into  Congress,  was  denouneed  by  the  Administra- 
tion press  as  revolutionary  and  ruinous;  it  after- 
wards, on  the  bursting  the  pet-bank  bubble,  was 
taken  into  favor  by  the  Administration,  was  twice 
recommended  to  Congress  and  twice  rejected,  in 

t  It  was  my  intention  to  hare  omitted  this  part  of  my  speech 
in  ihe  publication,  the  case  baring  been  referred  to  merely  by 
way  ofillustration;  but,  on  mentioning  it  to  some  of  my  Penn 
sylrania  friends,  who  were  present  while  I  waa  speaking,  they 
insisted  on  my  retaining  it,  as  the  passage  was  too  marked  and 
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consequence  of  its  well  known  unpopularity.  Party 
can  do  much,  but  it  cannot  do  every  thing,  or  it 
would  have  re-elected  Mr.  Van  Buren.  The  Sub- 
Treasury,  however,  passed  in  defiance  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  nation,  and  from  that  moment  the 
downfall  of  the  Administration  was  rendered  cer- 
tain A  new  swarm  of  Conservatives  joined  the 
Whig  hive,  the  third  or  fourth  Which  had  swelled 
its  numbers,  and  the  self-styled  Democratic  party 
was  left  in  a  lean  minority. 

Sectional  feeling  is,  in  my  mind,  praiseworthy, 
compared  to  this  unbounded  and  unscrupulous  sup- 
port of  party.  Perhaps  it  is  the  duty  of  a  faithful 
Representative  to  look  first  to  the  interests  and 
wishes  of  bis  immediate  constituents  before  he  ex- 
tends his  view  to  the  wider  circle;  and,  perhaps, 
whether  it  be  bis  duty  or  not,  a  zealous  Representa- 
tive wilt  do  so.  Such  a  course  may  lead  to  com- 
promise or  conciliation— each  surrendering  some- 
thing in  order  that  the  common  good  may  be  se- 
cured. But  this  discipline  of  party,  especially  a 
"spoils  party,"  strides  over  every  thing;  it  sacri« 
rices  both  sectional  and  general  interests;  al),  save 
those  of  party,  must  fall  down' before  it,  as  before 
the  African  Simoom,  whose  hot  breath  withers, 
scorches,  and  kills,  as  it  s*eep*  over  the  intermi- 
nable sands  of  the  desert.  The  interests  of  the 
whole  will,  however,  be  found,  in  general,  that  ef 
the  parts.  A  sound  and  healthy  trunk  can  alone 
nourish  sound  and  healthy  branches.  And  where 
shall  we  look  for  the  trunk  of  that  tree?  Wh*re  is 
the  great  body  of  the  nation— the  seat  of  empire, 
for  whose  prosperity  a  wise  legislation  must  be 
chiefly  directed?  It  is  in  the  West,  sir;  in  the 
great  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  in  the  val- 
leys of  its  tributary  waters;  in  western  Penn- 
sylvania, western  Virginia,  Maryland,  western 
Carolines,  and  in  the  States  of  the  West  and  South- 
west. In  twenty  years  more  this  nation,  unless 
checked  by  some  great  calamity,  will  number  thirty 
millions  of  souls.  In  that  short  period  another  na- 
tion, equal  to  that  which  now  occupies  our  soil  and 
fills  our  towns,  will  rise  up  in  the  midst  of  us;  and 
this  increase  will  be  nearly  all  in  the  West,  which, 
from  its  situation  and  relative  position,  is  one  and 
indivisible.  The  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  is  a 
common  bond,  as  well  as  indispensable  to  its  safety. 
New  York,  connected  with  the  lakes,  and  the  lata 
with  the  Ohio,  with  tin  New  England  States,  may 
form  the  top  of  the  tree;  but  it  is  chiefly  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  great  trunk  of  this  Republic  that  legis- 
lation ought  to  look  now,  and  to  which  it  muff  look 
before  many  years  shall  go  round.  The  statesman 
who  looks  a  little  beyond  the  present  hour  oncht 
to  know  that,  if  the  lime  shall  come  when  the  Re- 
public thus  defined  shall  consider  protection  by 
legislative  enactments  necessary  to  its  commerce 
and  manufactures,-  it  will  not  be  withheld;  that  if  a 
National  Bank  be  required  as  a  fiscal  agent,  and 
as  a  regulator  of  the  currency,  it  will  be  established. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  on 
another  subject,  as  one  of  the  happy  results  of  the 
late  election.  It  will  bring  back  the  Executive 
branch  to  its  proper  place  under  4he  Constitution. 
It  is  made  the  duty  of  that  branch.to  communicate 
information  to  Congress,  and  to  recommend  such 
measures  as  it  may  judge  necessary  and  expe- 
dient; but  there  its  duty  enas,  and  that  of 
Congress  begins;  and  until  their  deliberations, 
shall  assume  the  form  of  law  in  the  matters  re- 
commended, or  in  matters  originating  with  either 
House,  the  Executive  has  nothing  more  to  aay.  It 
has  no  right  to  interfere,  and,  by  intrigue  and  ma- 
nagement, and  party  drill,  attempt  to  carry  those 
recommendations  into  effect.  According  to  the 
principle  avowed  by  General  Harrison,  legislation 
belongs  to  the  Representatives  of  the  People,  who 
are  the  interpreters  of  their  wishes.  We  are  no 
longer  to  inquire  what  the  Administration  is  go- 
ing to  do  when  we  refer  to  the  great  measures 
of  the  Geverament,  but  what  measures  will  Con- 
gress adopt.  Some  gentlemen,  from  a  bad  habit 
acquired  under  the  late  Administrations,  speak  of 
the  measures  of  the  President  elect,  and  condemn 
them  in  advance,  when  these  are  measures  of  le- 
gislation which  do  not  fall  within  his  province. 
He  may  think  it  prudent  to  be  sparing  even  of  his 
mere  recommendation,  so  as  not  to  lessen  the  per- 
fect freedom  which  ought  to  be  enjoyed  by  Con 
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gresfi  in  the  performance  of  the  da  lies  confided  to 
it,  and  for  which  this  body  is  responsible.  If, 
hereafter,  the  country  should  be  injured  by  bad  le- 
gislation, let  the  blame  rest  where  it  ought  to  rest, 
on  the  people  themselves  and  on  their  Representa- 
tives- The  people  will  thus  be  thrown  upon  their 
own  energies!  and  they  will  call  their  Representa- 
tives to  a  more  strict  account.  What  measutes 
may  be  adopted  by  the  new  Congress  it  is  not  for 
this  Congress  to  discuss;  neither  can  it  be  known 
to  the  President  elect  until  after  it  shall  have  as- 
sembled. We  must  endeavor  to  unlearn  the  bad 
habit  we  have  acquired  under  the  two  last  Admi- 
nistrations, of  looking  upon  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  and  ,lhe  heads  of  departments  as  the 
Government,  and  as  the  arbiters  of  the  fate  of  the 
country.  We  must  learn  once  more  to  lookup  to 
our  Representatives  and  at  the  same  time  to  de- 
pend upon  ourselves.  If  the  next  Congress,  re- 
presenting the  wishes  of  the  people  as  it  doer,  and 
•a  this  does  not,  shall  determine  to  touch  the  tariff, 
and  at  once  modify  it,  so  as  to  secure  a  sufficient 
revenue,  it  will  do  so.  If  it  shall  determine  to 
charter  a  National  Bank,  or  distribute  the  public 
lands,  it  will  do  so.  We  are  but  agents  here, 
not  assembled  to  consult  our  petty  interest  of  party, 
but  to  obey  ihe  will  of  those  who  sent  us,  and  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  will  promote  the  general 
welfare.  We  come  here  to  carry  into  effect  the 
will  of  the  people,  and  not  that  of  the  President  and 
his  Cabinet;  and  I  have  no  doubt  we  stall  hear  the 
same  thing  from  General  Harrison  himself.  Tbe 
tampering  with  the  duties  exclusively  belong- 
ing to  Congress  was  the  great  sin  of  tbe  late  Ad- 
"ministration,  which  had  gradually  acquired  an  as- 
cendancy over  it,  entirely  incompatible  with  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  the  Constitution. 

But  the  great  point  gained  by  the  late  election  is, 
in  my  opinion,  the  establishment  of  what  has  been 
caled  the  ora  tebm  principle.  This  was  coming 
upiat  once  to  the  line  of  true  Democracy.  Is  there 
any  one  on  this  floor  who  will  now  openly  declare 
himself  against  it?  On  this  subject,  at  leatt,  it 
must  be  admitted  that  public  opinion  has  declared 
itself.  General  Jackson  was  elected  on  this  princi- 
ple. I  appeal  to  the  records  of  Tammany  Halt.* 
He  disregarded  it,  and  it  has  recently  been  declared 
on  the  highest  authority,  that  he  and  bis  kitchen 
cabinet  were  desirous  of  a  third  term,  but  the  party 
could  not  be  brought  to  it.  One  of  the  mottoes  of 
the  Van  Buren  party  was,  "the  Constitution  as  it 
is,"  and  there  is  nothing  there  to  limit  the  number 
of  terms  to  two  or  three.  During  tbe  late  contest, 
this  one-term  principle  took  the  lead  of  all  other 
topics  of  discussion.  The  people  were  convinced 
that  their  free  institutions  have  been  endangered  by 
the  re-eligibility  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  by 
the  political  intrigues  and  corruptions  attending  me 
struggle  for  re-election.  They  believed  that  the 
first  term  was  regarded  as  the  stepping-stone  to  the 
second;  that  the  time  of  the  President,  and  that  of 
his  subordinates,  instead  of  being  devoted  to  the 
duties  of  their  stations,  would  be  occupied  by  plans 
and  political  arrangements  and  exertions  to  secure 
that  re-election,  aj>d  at  the  same  time  to  establish 
the  succession,  and  preserve  the  offices  to  those 
who  occupied  them.  Our  past  history  may  furnish 
some  exceptions.  I  believe  that  of  Mr.  Adams 
was  an  exception;  but  the  future  presented  a  dreary 
prospect 

Doubts  have  already  been  expressed  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  those  who  nave  contended  for  this  princi- 
ple at  the  laic  election.  For  myself,  I  repel  the 
charge  of  insincerity;  and  I  will  take  upon  me  to 
say  that  those  who  really  entertain  such  doubts 
know  but  little  of  the  individual  who  has  been 
chosen  to  fill  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate.  I  do 
not  so  much  confide  in  his  solemn  pledge  as  in  his 
unsullied  public  and  private  integrity.  But  public 
opinion  has  settled  the  question.  Hereafter,  no 
President,  without  braving  that  opinion,  will  pre- 
sent himself  for  re-election,  and  the  people  will  re- 


.'"Bxperlence  has  satisfied  us  that  one  term  of  office  Is  raffi- 
dent  to  repay  any  services,  or  gratify  any  ambition !  At  present, 
the  first  four  years  of  an  Administration  are  passed  in  efforts  to 
confirm  tbe  bargains  and  pledges  ss  to  the  right  of  succession. 
It  Is  thus  that  the  great  interests  of  the  country  are  sacrificed  at 
tbe  shrine  of  personal  ambition."— Retolution  pasted  at  Tom- 


quire  that  ii  be  made  a  part  of  the  Constitution,  as 
a  recorded  as  well  as  a  practical  amendment. 

When  Washington  was  called  to  the  office  of 
President,  he  was  re-eligible  without  limitation.  It 
might  have  been  held  for  life;  at  lea  it,  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Constitution  which  forbade  it.  Bat 
be  was  not  one  of  those  who  loved  power  for  its 
own  sake;  he  earnestly  wiibed  to  retire  afier  serv- 
ing one  term,  and  only  yielded  (o  tbe  solicitations 
of  the  friends  of  tbe  new  Government  when  he  was, 
for  tbe  second  time,  elected  by  a  unanimous  vote. 
Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Jefferson  joined  in  those  so- 
licitations. The  example  set  by  him,  of  declining 
a  third  term,  has  been  a  law  to  his  successors,  and 
effected  a  practical  amendment  on  the  Democratic 
side.  The  people  themselves  have  now  infused  in- 
to the  Constitution  a  further  portion  of  Democracy, 
by*  declaring  in  favor  of  one  term.  The  one  term 
principle,  in  the  abstract,  has  received  the  sober 
and  dispassionate  approval  of  the  great  majority  of 
the  American  people  of  all  parties.  The  first  sug- 
gestion may  be  traced  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  letter 
to  Mr.  Adams,  written  from  Paris  in  1787,  in  which 
he  declares  the  want  of  such  a  limitation  to  be  one 
of  the  most  serious  objections  to  the  new  Constitu- 
tion. The  one-term  principle  was  recommended 
by  Gen.  Jackson — to  commence  in  future  with  his 
successors !  It  would  have  been  as  easy  for  him  to 
have  set  an  example  of  one  term  as  it  was  for 
Washington  of  two,  especially  as  he  was  consider- 
ed pledged  to  this  Democratic  principle  announced 
by  the  "Republican  party,1'  as  it  was  called — for 
Democracy,  as  well  as  Federalism,  had  gone  to 
sleep.  Tbe  practical  amendment  effected  by  Wash- 
ington's example  is  a  reduction  of  power  by  short- 
ening its  duration  in  the  hands  of  any  one  set  of 
men  and  restoring  it  to  the  people,  and  thus  pre- 
venting the  consolidation  in  the  hands  of  a  faction 
or  j  an  to.  And  here,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  first 
cause  for  rejoicing  in  the  victory  the  people  have 
achieved  at  the  ballot-box  over  a  party  which 
sought  to  perpetuate  itself  by  the  very  means  placed 
n  their  hands  for  the  purpose  of  administering  the 
Government.  The  odds  against  which  they  had  to 
contend  were  fearful.  Against  a  hundred  thousand 
office  holders,  with  the  vast  circle  of  their  influence; 
the  disbursement  of  the  revenue;  the  press,  in  tbe 
pay  of  the  Government — against  all  this  host  the 
people  had  to  struggle.  And  the  effort  was  a 
mighty  one.  They  rose  up  peacefully,  but  in 
masses  of  from  five  thousand  to  fifty  thousand. 
They  succeeded.  Power  is  once  more  in  their  own 
hands,  to  be  transferred  to  new  agents,  executive  as 
well  as  legislative,  at  the  end  of  the  next  four  years; 
and  I  hope  they  will  never  again  lose  sight  of  the 
maxim  "eternal  vigilaace  is  the  price  of  liberty." 

Henceforward  there  will  be  no  motive  "to  bring 
the  public  offices  in  conflict  with  the  freedom  of 
elections."  The  Administration  will  have  ample 
time  and  leisure  to  attend  to  the  business  of  the 
country  instead  of  neglecting  it,  and  Congress  itself 
will  feel  the  effect  of  .this  salutary  example.  The 
Executive  branch,  sir,  was  fast  verifying  the  pre 
dictions  cf  the  immortal  Patrick  Henry — it  was 
grasping  at  all  power— the  sword,  the  purse,  legis- 
lation; and  even  the  judiciary  was  not  entirely  safe. 
It  had  almost  succeeded  in  overturning  the  freedom 
of  elections  by  means  of  its  organized,  disciplined 
army  of  office  holders  spread  throughout  the  coun- 
try. General  Harrison  has  pledged  himself  that 
hereafter  the  office  holders  shall  apply  themselves 
exclusively  to  their  duties,  and  abstain  from  inter- 
ference in  elections.  They  now  know  the  condi- 
tions on  which  they  take  office;  there  will  be  no  tax 
upon  their  salaries  to  raise  an  electioneering  fund; 
no  salaries  will  be  augmented,  and  no  new  offices 
will  be  created,  in  order  to  increase  that  tax,  and 
thus,  in  point  of  fact,  apply  the  money  ef  the  na- 
tion to  secure  their  offices.  In  short,  I  repeat,  sir, 
the  people  have  once  more  got  the  power  in  their 
hands,  and  have  become  the  masters  of  their  own 
Government 

Mr.  Chairman,  tbe  wide  range  which  this  de- 
bate has  taken,  will  be  my  excuse  for  giving  my 
opinions  on  some  subjects  which  are  but  remotely 
connected  with  it.  I  will  say  something  respect- 
ing the  tariff,  which  has  been  so  frequently  referred 
to.  I  represent  a  district  deeply  interested  in  the 
subject.    I  differ  from  the  gentleman  from  Vir* 


gioia  [Mr.  Wis*]  as  to  the  obligatory  nature  of 
tue  compromise  act.  If  a  compact,  who  were  the 
parties  to  it?  What  authority  had  the  agents  to 
make  it?  Have  any  rights,  individual,  corporate, 
or  State,  been  vested  under  that  actl  These  ques- 
tions cannot  be  answered  without  taking  away  the 
foundation  on  which  it  stands.  It  differs  in  no  re- 
spect, legally  considered,  from  an  act  of  ordinary 
legislation.  To  say  that  it  cannot  be  touched  now, 
and  that  after  '42  it  becomes  perpetual,  is  to  give  it 
a  higher  force  thaa  the  Constitution,  which  provides 
within  itself  the  mode  of  amendment  The  com- 
promise act  would  be  as  irrevocable  as  the  laws  of 
the  Medes  and  Persians,  and  bind  the  generations 
"yet  unborn."  The  expediency  of  the  arrange- 
ment  at  the  time  to  patch  up  an  unfortunate  /aaaily 
quarrel,  and  the  propriety  of  leaving  it  to  run  its 
course  undisturbed,  are  different  questions.  I  ana 
desirous  to  leave  it  untouched  until  the  experiment, 
be  fully  tried.  This  must  be  left  to  others,  and  not 
for  us  to  decide.  But  I  am  of  opinion  that,  for. 
the  purpose  of  revenue,  without  infringing  the 
compromise  act,  duties  may  be  imposed  on  silks, 
wines,  and  some  other  articles  which  pay  only  a 
nominal  duty.  It  is  not  likely,  however,  that  any 
thing  can  be  done  at  this  session:  it  must  be  left  to 
the  next  Congress. 

If,  at  the  expiration  of  the  compromise  act,  two 
years  hence,  the  people,  through  ttheir  Bepfeeenta- 
tives,  shall  require  a  revision  of  he  tariff,  for  the 
purpose  of  revenue  as  well  as  of  protection,  we 
may  rely  upon  it  that  revision  will  take  place.  I 
consider  that  the  principle  of  protection,  instead  of 
being  surrendered,  has  been  recognised  by  that  act 
It  is,  in  general,  impossible  to  distinguish,  praafci- 
cally,  what  portion  of  the  duly  on  any  spectfie  ar- 
ticle may  be  set  down  for  revenue  exclusively,  and 
what  for  protection;  because  a  very  small  doty 
may,  in  many  instances,  in  addition  to  the  mere  ex- 
pense of  importation,  act  as  a  protection.  A  fixed 
per  cent  according  to  the  value,  applied  to  all  arti- 
cles alike,  instead  of  specific  duties,  may  either 
produce  too  much  for  revenue  or  too  little.  If  the 
maximum  of  the  full  twenty  per  cent,  be  laid  on  a 
number  of  selected  articles,  and  others  suffered  to 
come  in  free,  this  will  act  as  a  bounty  on  the  im- 
portation of  the  free  articles;  and  this  is  proved  by 
the  excessive  importations  of  free  articles  since  lae 
compromise  began  to  take  effect  It  is  imrjosaible 
to  foresee  the  practical  effect  of  disturbing  a  tariff, 
which  has  for  a  long  period  of  lime  regulated  ov 
foreign  trade,  and  to  which  that  trade  has  adapted 
itself.  Some  of  the  articles  admitted  duty  free  do 
not  come  cheaper  to  the  consumer,  and,  at  the  saaae 
time,  the  duty  is  lost  to  the  revenue.  The  duty 
either  levied  by  the  foreign  power,  or  is  pc 
by  the  importer,  or  divided  between  them, 
not,  in  general,  a  friend  to  high  duties; 
they  encourage  evasion.  I  am  no  advocate  of  pro- 
tective duties  at  all,  which  require  to  be  perma- 
nently continued  merely  in  aid  of  the  manofae- 
turers;  and  in  this  I  think  wy  opinion  is  net  dif- 
ferent from  those  who  have  been  most  aeaJoaw 
for  protection.  It  has  only  been  asked  for  as 
temporary  aid  to  infant  establishments,  to  new  iu- 
vestments  of  capital,  whose  first  efforts  are  feeble, 
and  easily  repressed  by  the  overgrown  establish- 
ments of  Europe:  When  these  establishments  are 
completed,  and  the  necessary  skill  and  instinct  ef 
art  attained,  the  nation  is  compensated  by  a  cheaper 
article,  from  the  effect  of  competition,  and  better 
than  theimpoited;  at  the  same  time  that  its  wealth 
and  its  independence  are  increased  by  the  acquisi- 
tion of  a  new  branch  of  industry.  Tbe  practica- 
bility of  accomplishing  this  object  should  be  token 
into  consideration  in  imposing  duties  forpiotectKm. 
Other  nations  go  much  further  than  we  have  ever 
done;  they  exclude,  -by  duties,  and  by  prohibition, 
articles  which  they  can  never  produce  to  advan- 
tage, or  produce  at  all,  such  as  sassafras  and  tobac- 
co, because  they  will  not  encourage  the  «*-yfrlith- 
ment  of  a  class  of  imports  which  may  turn  .  the 
scale  of  commerce  against  them,  and  which  may 
be  dispensed  with.  In  this  instance,  it  is  the  com- 
munity, the  general  commerce  and  general  pros- 
perity,  that  is  protected. 

Our  tariff  requires  revision,  in  order  to  ascertain 
what  articles  have  completely  established 
selves,  and  no  longer  require  protection. 
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men  unfriendly  to  protection  are  much  mistaken  on 
this  head.  They  look  at  the  tariff,  and  see  what 
they  consider  high  duties  on  particular  articles,  and 
suppose  the  whole  of  that  duty  enters  into  the 
price  paid  by  the  consamers,  while  it  forms  no  part 
of-  it;  because  importations  of  similar  foreign  arti- 
cles have  ceased,  and  could  not  be  revived  by  a  re- 
moval of  the  duties.  We  are  in  a  very  different 
situation  now  from  that  in  which  it  was  declared  to 
us,  as  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  that  we  should 
not  be  allowed  to  manufacture  a  hobnail !  We 
now  enter  into  successful  competition  with  Britain 
in  her  own  West  India  Islands,  when  admitted 
there,  and  in  foreign  markets,  especially  those  of 
South  America.  To  Cuba  alone  we  export  nearly 
five  millions,  chiefly  American  manufactures,  and 
bring  home  a  balance  in  our  favor,  in  specie,  to  the 
amount  of  a  million  annually.  The  products  of 
our  manufactures  and  our  farms  enable  us  to  carry 
on  a  profitable  commerce  with  Mexico  and  South 
America,  from  California  to  Chiioe,  and  from  La 
Plata  to  Maiamoras  and  Santa  Fe.  No  doubt  ma- 
ny foreign  articles  also  enter  this  trade.  Bar,  in 
passing,  let  me  ask,  what  would  be  the  foundation 
for  the  golden  humbug  without  this  trade,  based  on 
the  manufactures  of  the  North  and  provisions  of 
the  West,  which  furnish  the  means  of  purchasing 
our  supply  of  the  the  precious  metals?  Cotton — 
cotton,  is  the  reply.  But  even  now  cotton  does  not 
suffice  to  pay  for  the  manufactures  we  import  from 
Britain !  And  if  our  manufactures  were  destroyed, 
what  would  become  of  the  golden  stream  which  flows 
in  from  this  source,  end  flows  out  again,  to  set- 
tle our  balances  with  those  nations  on  whom 
we  are  dependent?  Our  little  trade  with  Cuba 
alone  procures  us  double  the  amount  of  gold  that 
we  obtain  from  all  our  gold  mines,  from  Virginia 
uy  Georgia. 

In  the  revision  of  the  tariff,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  select  those  articles  which  need  protection,  and 
they  will  be  found  fewer  in  number  than  is  gene- 
rally supposed.  The  maximum  of  twenty  per  cent, 
with  cash  payments,  the  home  valuation,  and  the 
more  accurate  estimate  of  the  Spanish  dollar,  will, 
in  the  opinion  of  many  well-informed  persons,  af- 
ford a  sufficient  pn<tection.  We  hear  the  words 
high  tariff,  high  tariff,  continually  repeated  on  this 
floor,  while  mere  is  no  one  proposing  it;  not  a  sin- 
gle memorial  from  any  quarter  has  been  presented 
to  Congress  in  favor  of  such  a  measure.  The 
cash  duties  will  be  a  protection,  not  only  to  our 
manufactures,  but  a  prUedion  to  the  eownfry  ugnntl 
eseewiee  tmp*rtet»efM.  It  will  incidentally  operate 
as  a  kind  of  sumptuary  law;  and  it  will  prevent 
the  British  manufacturers  from  throwing  into  this 
country  accumulated  stocks,  which  they  are  com* 
welled,  from  time  to  time,  to  sacrifice.  We  can 
derive  no  benefit,  as  a  nation,  from  these  gambling 
irregularities  of  trade,  any  more  than  from  dealing 
in  stocks  and  bank  notes — the  harvest  of  brokers 
and  exchange  dealers,  whose  interest  it  is  to  keep 
up  this  uncertainty  and  disorder.  The  objection  to 
the  protective  principle,  on  constitutional  grounds, 
is,  that  duties  must  be  raised  for  revenue  and  no- 
thing else;  that  they  must  be  so  arranged  as  to 
exefedt  ssery  vtcideaJeJ  •gect>  whether  it  be  its  inci- 
dental operation  in  favor  of  manufactures,  or  as  a 
protection  to  the  nation  at  large.  Now,  I  think  I 
-  nave  shown  that  this  is  impossible.  Every  duty  on 
the  same  article  we  manufacture  at  home  is,  as  far 
as  it  goes,  an  incidental  protection,  because  it  les- 
sens by  so  much  the  ability  of  the  foreign  article  to 
compete  with  it  The  cash  payments— the  home 
valuation,  operate  as  protection. 

I  have  said  that  I  was  not  in  favor  of  high  pro- 
tection; yet,  there  are  two  articles  which,  possibly, 
might  form  exceptions,  but  this  would  require  ma- 
ture reflection — these  are,  iron  and  woollens, 
which  we  ought  to  produce  for  ourselves,  at  least 
for  the  great  bulk  of  our  consumption.  Without 
these,  and  especially  the  first,  oar  nation  can  hard- 
ly be  said  to  U  a  nation.  So  important  does  Cheat 
Britain  regard  her  woollen  manufactures,  that,  in 
otder  to  counteract  the  duties  of  other  nations 
on  her  woollen  fabrics,  she  reduced  the  duty  on 
foreign  wool  from  eight  pence  to  one  penny,  thus 
sacrificing  a  large  amount  of  revenue,  and,  of 
course,  affecting  the  home  production  for  the  sake 
nf  vtore  important  advantages.    Three  years  ago 


the  value  of  wool  produced  in  the  United  States 
was  estimated  at  $30,000,000;  nearly  equal  to  one 
half  of  the  cotton  crop  of  ihe  Bomb;  tbe  last  year  it 
fell  to  seventeen  millions.  And  yet  no  complaints 
have  been  made  by  those  who  have  thus  suffered. 
It  may  be,  in  part,  owing  to  tbe  want  of  protection 
that  our  woolen  factories  have  declined,  and  it  may 
become  necessary  to  institute  an  inquiry;  but,  in  my 
opinion,  the  great  cause  of  injury  to  every  branch 
of  internal  trade  is  the  derangement  of  the  currency 
produced  by  the  sad  experiments  of  the  late  Admi- 
nistrations. The  day  will  come  when  the -article 
of  wool  will  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant items  of  our  national  wealth;  more  important 
even  than  that  of  cotton.  A  large  proportion  of 
tbe  vast  region  beyond  the  Mississippi  is  well 
adapted  to  the  rearing  of  sheep,  and  but  poorly 
adapted  to  any  thing  else. 

I  cannot  suppose  that  tbe  enlightened  statesmen 
from  the  South  who  complain  of  the  injurious  ef- 
fects of  the  tariff  have  no  cause  whatever  for  dis- 
satisfaction.   It  is  impossible  to  enact  laws  which 
will  not  bear  unequally  on  different  parts  of  a  coun- 
try so  extensive  as  ours.    I  consider  it  the  duty  of 
those  who  possess  the  power — Ihe  majority — to  use 
their  power  with  prudence  and  moderation.    Trie 
principle  of  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  num- 
ber should  be  qualified  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  op- 
press the  minority.    Although  I  have  too  much  re- 
spect for  the  statesmen  of  the  South  to  say  that 
.their  complaints  against   the  tariff  are   entirely 
groundless,  yet  I  cannot  but  think  there  has  been 
great  exaggeration.    It  is  natural  it  should  be  so. 
I  am  a  native  of  western  Pennsylvania,  and  can 
recollect  the  pitch  of  extravagance  to  which  the 
people  were  carried  in  consequence  of  the  oppres- 
sions of  the  excise  law.    There    were  no   roads 
across  the  mountains,  the  navigation  <  f  the  Missis- 
sippi was  closed,  and  they  were  obliged  to- trans- 
port kegs  o(  whiskey  on  the  backs  of  horses,  to  pur- 
chase a  little  salt  and  iron,  together  with  other  ar- 
ticles of  the  irst  necessity.    We  rose  up  in  bloody 
insurrection,  and  were  called  "whiskey  boys,"  and 
no  doubt  were  very  bad  boys.    We  had,  perhaps, 
just  cause  to  complain;  the  law  was,  it  is  true,  a 
good  law  for  the  rest  of  the  State,  but  partial  and 
oppressive  to  us.    I  might  mention  the  embargo, 
which  bore  so  severely  on  the  shipping  interests  of 
the  Northern  States,  where  it  was  denounced  in 
the  most  violent  and  intemperate  manner.    The 
unoffending  word  itself  became  an  object  of  ven- 
geance, was  pnt  to  tbe   torture,  and,  being  spelt 
backwards,  was  pronounced    ograbnu\  a  sort  of 
revenge   quite   as   rational   as  that  of   a  cele- 
brated despiser  of   manufactures,  who  declared 
that  he  never  saw  a  sheep  without  feeling  inclined 
to  go  out  of  his  way  to  kick  it.    A  member  on  this 
floor,  the  other  day,  after  speaking  with  great  energy 
against  the  tariff,  declared  that  he  never  heard  the 
word  but  he  felt  as  if  tbe  cry  of  mad  dog  was 
raised  near  him;  and,  indeed,  it  does  seem  to  me 
to  have  a  magical  effect  on  some  gentlemen,  for  it 
is  no  sooner  mentioned  than  they  leap  and  dance 
as  if  they  had  been  stung  by  the  tarantula.    If  I 
am  not  mistaken,  thai  undefined  horror  associated 
with  the  word,  which  so  generally  pervaded  the 
South,  has  very  much  diminished,  and  the  topic  is 
now  oftener  used  for  the  purpose  of  declamation 
and  oratory  than  from  any  serious  alarm.    Some 
years  ago,  it  was  the  general  bugbear.     I  was  told 
•f  a  young  lady  in  Georgia,  who  was  asked  con- 
cerning the  health  of  her  mother.    "She  is  very 
ill.'*    "And  what  is  rhe  matter)"     "I  don't  know, 
unless  it  is  that  odious  tariff."    It  seems  to  me,  as 
it  does  to  others,  who  view  the  subject  dispassion- 
ately, that  the  fall  in  the   price  of  cotton,  tbe 
grievance  at  the  bottom  of  the  complaints  against 
the  tariff,  is  most  plainly  to  be  attributed  to  the 
over  production,  which  runs  ahead  of  the  demand. 
It  has  fallen  in  price  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  ta- 
riff or  no  tariff;  and  but  for  the  home  market  ori- 
ginally created  by  the  tariff,  it  would  be  still  lower 
in  Great  Britain;  for  certainly  no  one  will  contend 
that,  if  the  whole  of  these  States  depended  on 
Great  Britain  entirely  for  their  cotton  fabrics,  we 
should  consume  as  much  cotton  as  we  do  now. .  It 
is  equally  evident  tbat  the  demand  for  cotton  in 
Great  Britain  would  be  affected  by  the  falling  off 
in  the  demand  for  her  manufactures  in  the  United 


States.  Britain  is,  moreover,  making  great  efforts 
to  introduce  the  culture  of  the  short  staple  cotton 
in  her  East  India  possession*;  bet  hostility  to  our 
manufacturing  and  commercial  enterprise,  and  to 
our  institutions,  is  well  knowo;  her  power  and  per- 
severance in  carrying  into  effect  a  favorite  policy 
are  equally  wall  known.  It  would,  therefore,  be 
wise  in  the  South  to  foster  the  home  market,  which 
they  can  enjoy  exclusively,  to  encourage  American 
consumption,  and  American  manufactures  of  their 
great  staple,  which  will  make  the  States,  in  the  end, 
belter  customers  to  Britain,  and  Britain  a  greater 
consumer  of  cotton.  To  a  certain  extent,  they 
should  use  the  natural  advantages  they  possess, 
and  manufacture  for  themselves. 

I  differ  entirely  from  the  statistics  of  the  gentle-  ' 
man  from  Mississippi  (Mir.  Thommo*,)  who  at- 
tempts to  show  that  the  whole  of  the  duties  are 
paid  by  the  cotton-growing  States.  His  idea  is  not 
original;  it  is  of  the  same  class  with  the  forty-bale 
theory.  He  tells  us  that  Missisissippi  exports  to 
the  amount  of  f  1 6,000,000  a  year,  and  consequent- 
ly must  import  to  tbat  amount,  and  if  she  were  to 
retain  the  revenue  derived  from  that  importation 
there  would  be  #4,000,000  paid  into  her  treasury. 
Now,  the  duties  collected  in  the  whole  of  the  United 
States  are  estimated  at  about  f  1 6,000,000,  and, 
however  ingeniously  and  correctly  gentlemen  may 
place  their  figures,  it  is  rather  imposing  too  great  a 
tax  on  our  credulity  to  tell  us  that  Mississippi  pays 
one-fourth  of  the  duties  on  tbe  importations  into 
the  United  States.  It  is  no  less  difficult  to  believe 
that  she  consumes  one-fourth  of  all  those  importa- 
tions— which  must  be  tbe  case  if  she  consumes  to 
the  amount  of  sixteen  millions.  Instead  of  con- 
suming sixteen  millions,  two  millions  will  come 
much  nearer  her  proportion, .and  about  half  a  mil- 
lion her  part  of  the  revenue.  These  two  millions 
are,  perhaps,  the  whole  of  the  crop  she  can  call 
her  own.  Tbe  other  fourteen  millions  must  be  set 
down  in  favor  of  the  other  States,  North,  West, 
and  South.  TJie  North  furnishes  American  manu- 
factures, capital,  transportation,  and  foreign  arti- 
cles at  second-hand;  the  West,  provisions;  the 
Southern  Siates  not  engaged  in  planting  furnish 
slaves.  Now,  deduct  the  annual  expenses  from 
the  gross  amount,  and  then  we  shall  be  able  te  see 
the  portion  which,  in  point  of  fact,  belongs  to  Mis- 
sissippi. This  great  staple  is,  for  the  greater  part, 
purchased  as  a  remittance  towards  paying  for  the 
general  consumption  of  fore  gn  articles.  It  is  a 
joint  production;  the  mere  labor  of  the  cultivator 
of  the  soil  forms  but  one  item.  Suppose,  says  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  she  were  an  island  in 
the  ocean,  and  produced  her  sixteen  millions  worth 
of  cotton.  This  would  not  vary  the  case.  She 
must  either,  in  addition  to  the  production  of  cotton, 
supply  herself  with  all  those  articles  she  now  pro- 
cures from  tbe  Northern  and  Western  States,  or  she 
must  be  dependent  as  she  is  now.  It  is  very  possi- 
ble she  may  consume  an  amount  equal  to  tbe  value 
of  her  cotton  crop,  and  more  too,  but  not  of  fo- 
reign importations.  The  whole  system  is  no  doubt 
wrong — Southern  gentlemen  are  well  aware  of  it 
It  is  impossible  to  remedy  it  entirely,  but  the  evil 
might  be  lessened  if  it  were  possible  for  each 

Elanter  to  raise  less  cotton,  and  apply  a  part  of  his 
tnd  to  the  raising  of  provisions,  and  employ  a 
part  of  his  laborers  in  domestic  manufactures. 

Having  lived  many  years  in  the  South,  I  feel  a 
siucere  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  that  portion  of 
tbe  Union,  and  an  affection  for  many  of  its  citizens. 
The  opinions  which  I  have  expressed  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  tariff,  I  have  long  entertained,  and  have 
been  confirmed  in  them  by  my  residence  in  the 
South.  I  have  often  disputed  the  policy  of  going 
altogether  for  cotton,  and  nothing  but  cotton.  I 
was  of  opinion  that  their  agricultural  occupations 
should  be  more  varied,  and  that  they  should  en- 
deavor to  introduce  new  staples.  Tbe  article  of 
silk,  for  instance/is  well  adapted  to  the  greater  part 
of  tbe  South.  Firginia  and  the  Carolines  may  be- 
come the  Italy  of  America  in  respect  to.  this  valu- 
able production.  The  silk  of  Italy  may .  be  found 
in  the  marts  of  England  and  France,  and  at  the 
fairs  of  Germany,  commanding  a  regular  and  stea- 
dy price,  the  supply  always  below  the  demand \  and 
this,  perhaps,  of  all  the  products  of  human  econo- 
my, approaches  nearest  in  its  permanent  and  in- 
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trinsie  value  to  gold  and  silver.  I  have  bcei  long 
convinced  that  the  Southern  States  do  not  make 
use  of  their  natural  advantages.  They  have 
water-power,  raw  materials,  and  other  advantage, 
and  jet  they  have  been  slow  in  developing  the 
great  natural  resources  of  the  fine  region  they  uccu- 

}>y.  I  believe,  however,  that  the  day  is  approach- 
og  when  they  will  turn  their  attention  to  their  true 
interest — and  to  see  it,  will  be  to  pursue  it.  I  unite 
with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Popb,] 
whose  experience  and  mature  judgment  entitle  him 
to  great  respect,  and  request  the  gentlemen  of  the 
South  not  to  be  too  implaeable  on  the  subject  of 
protection.  The  time  may  come  when  they  may 
need  it,  and  the  Northern  States  be  indifferent 
about  it.  There  is  one  great  Southern  interest 
which  now  calls  for  the  fostering  care  of  the  Go- 
vernment— I  allude  to  the  article  of  tobacco.  If 
there  be  a  reasonable  hope  of  compelling  foreign 
nations,  by  means  of  countervailing  duties,  to 
adopt  a. more  liberal  policy,  I  am  for  trying  the  ex- 
periment. According  10  my  opinion,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  foster  and  protect  every 
branch  of  industry,  commercial,  manufacturing, 
or  agricultural,  where  it  can  be  done  by  wise  le- 
gislation, taught  by  our  own  experience  and  that  of 
other  nations.  It  is  not  b  cause  the  South  is  the 
South,  that  it  disdains  protection;  Louisiana,  for 
instance,  has  always  been  a  tariff  State,  on  ac- 
count of  the  protection  to  her  sugars.  I  contend 
mat  even  the  article  of  cotton  is  indireotly  pro- 
tected by  the  indirect  advantages  it  derives  from 
the  extension  of  the  market  here  and  elsewhere. 

We  have  heard  much  of  late  years  of  the  theory 
of  free  trade,  which  no  nation  practises,  as  it  exists 
between  the  different  States  of  this  Union.  It  is 
the  doctrine  of  the  Swiss  school  of  abstract  political 
economists,  and  it  is  the  fashionable  doctrine.  Fo- 
reign nations  are  continually  preaching  it  to  each 
other,  bat  none  set  the  example;  on  the  contrary, 
their  practice  is  directly  opposite.  England  is  wil- 
ling to  open  her  ports,  where  the  foreign  article 
cannot  compete  with  the  same  article  produced 
there,  where  even  the  cost  of  transportation  is  a 
protection,  together  with  the  excise  levied  on  her 
own  manufacture,  from  which  the  foreign  article 
would  not  be  exempted.  She  docs  this  with  twenty 
per  cent,  higher  wages  than  the  manufacturers  on 
the  continent,  by  means  of  her  immense  capital, 
the' superior  skill  and  intelligence  of  her  workmen; 
and  that  superior  skill  u  the  offspring  of  liberty.  In 
the  latter  respect  we  have  the  advantage  over  Bri- 
tain, and  can  compete  with  her  with  higher  wage?; 
and  but  for  her  great  advantage  in  respect  of  capi- 
tal, we  could  go  ahead  of  her.  The  smaller  the  ca- 
pital, the  larger  must  be  the  profit,  as  we  see  from 
the  huckster  with  a  hundred  per  cent,  to  the  whole- 
Bale  dealer  who  is  content  with  five  or  ten.  It  is 
this  vast  capital  which  makes  the  power  of  Britain, 
and  from  which  protection  is  necessary  on  our  part, 
as  much  for  the  sake  of  the  country  as  of  the  ma- 
nufacturers. Lord  Brougham  declared  in  the 
House  of  Commons  that  it  was  the  policy  of  Eng- 
land to  break  down  our  manufactures  at  any  sacri- 
fice, in  order,  as  he  was  pleased  to  say,  to  preserve 
the  natural  course  of  Mings;  that  is,  to  keep  us  de- 
pendent on  England,  which,  to  my  mind,  is  a  very 
unnatural  course  of  things.  Switzerland,  which  is 
cited  as  an  example  for  us,  is  in  a  situation  entirely 
different.  Her  superior  intelligence  and  skill  rea- 
der the  surrounding  nations  tributary  to  her,  not- 
withstanding the  poverty  of  her  soil,  and  the  bleak- 
ness of  ber  mountains.  All  her  people  are  engaged 
in  manufactures,  more  or  less,  as  they* are  in  our 
New  England  States.  Instead  of  attempting  to 
tariff  out  the  productions  of  France,  Germany, 
Austria,  and  Sardinia,  it  is  the  policy  of  those  States 
to  tariff  in  those  of  Switzerland.  A  Swiss  statisti- 
cal writer*  thus  expresses  himself,  and  complains  of 
the  hard  fate  of  his  country"  because  the  surround- 
ing nations  are  unwilling  to  be  overrun  with  their 
watches,  ribands,  toys,  and  a  thousand  articles, 
which  throw  the  balance  on  the  side  of  Switzer- 
land: "The  prohibitive  systems,  adopted  by  a  great 
number  of  the  neighboring  Powers,  injure  and  in- 
terfere with  her  essentially.'*    This,  no  doubt,  Is 
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felt  as  very  unnatural  by  the  Swiss;  but  it  is  con- 
sidered quite  natural  by  her  neighbors. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  a  principle  of  political 
economy  which,  if  not  found  in  any  system,  de- 
serves to  be.  I  have  not  met  with  it  in  Adam 
Smith,  in  Say,  Professor  Way  land,  or  in  any  other 
writer,  and  yet  I  do  not  lay  claim  to  originality.  It 
is  simply  this:  that,  as  a  general  rule,  labor  com- 
mands a  compensation  in  proportion  to  the  degree 
or  amount  of  mind  combined  with  it.  This  may 
be  referred  to  the  self  evident  proposition,  that 
mind  is  superior  to  matter.  Take,  for  instance, 
the  article  of  cotton  itself,  and  compare  the  share 
of  it  which  is  earned  by  the  gin,  and  then  take  the 
amount  of  mere  manual  labor  employed  at  the  gin, 
compared  to  that  of  raising  and  preparing  the  cot- 
ton for  the  mechanical  operation.  The  case  of 
sugar  is  still  stronger.  The  mere  culture  of  the 
cane,  the  cutting  and  trinsportiog  it,  are  among 
the  simplest  kinds  of  labor,  lequiring  little  more 
than  mere  animal  strength;  but  the  process  of  ma- 
nufacturing the  sugar  calls  for  science  and  art. 
There  are  the  machinery  for  expressing  the  juice, 
the  kettles  for  boilinp,  the  employment  of  the 
steam-engine,  and  the  distillation  of  the  liquid  poi- 
son from  the  molasses;  these  require  mind  and  the 
exercise  of  judgment.  The  driver  of  the  cart  re- 
ceives four  times  the  wages  of  the  horse,  without 
one- tenth  of  the  physical  strength,  because  mind  is 
required  for  his  labor,  which  the  other  does  not 
possess.  The  work  of  the  mechanic  is  better  paid 
than  that  of  the  common  laborer;  the  merchant,  the 
professional  man,  better  than  the  mechanic.  This 
is  the  reason  why  the  mere  products  cf  the  soil, 
where  no  extraordinary  skill  is  required,  are  more 
poorly  paid,  in  proportion  to  the  labor  bestowed, 
than  any  other.  We  may  rely  upon  it,  that  that 
nation  which  combines  the  highest  degree  of  mind 
in  ber  operations  will  hold  others  dependent  upon 
it;  and  if  we  desire  to  lessen  onr  dependence  on 
England  or  France,  we  can  only  to  do  by  keeping 
pace  with  them  in  the  march  of  mind. 

When  gentlemen  declaim  so  earnestly  against 
the  protective  legislation  of  the  United  States,  they 
seem  to  forget  with  whom  it  originated.  Permit 
me  to  take  a  short  review  of  its  history.  From 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  first  act  of  Congress 
for  revenue  and  protection,  so  expressed  in  its  title, 
until  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  onr 
manufactures  had  made  considerable  progress, 
compared  to  the  state  of  things  before  that  time. 
A  variety  of  manuractures  had  been  firmly  esta- 
blished; still  they  fell  far  below  the  wants  of  the 
country.  Our  enterprise  was  chiefly  directed  to 
foreign  commerce,  and  especially  the  carrying 
trade,  which  would  cease  with  the  return  of  peace. 
But  when  the  rival  nations  vied  with  each  other  in 
spoliations  on  our  commerce,  we  began  to  look  out 
for  safe  employment  for  onr  capital  accumulated 
in  trade.  The  non-intercourse,  embargo,  and  war, 
taught  us  to  see  our  weakness,  and  depen- 
dence on  foreign  countries  for  the  most  ne- 
cessary and  common  articles  of  manufacture. 
Necessity  compelled  us  to  establish  manufac- 
tures', and  capital  was  invested  in  them  which 
could  find  no  other  employment.  And,  per- 
mit me  to  ask,  in  whose  hands  was  the  Govern- 
ment at  this  time?  In  the  hand*  of  Southern 
statesmen,  who  carried  their  measures  by  the  votes 
of  the  Western  and  Middle  States.  They  were 
the  authors  of  the  war;  it  was  their  policy  which 
drove  the  Northern  people  to  manufactures.  At 
the  close  of  the  war,  ft  was  found  that  an  astonish- 
ing progress  had  been  made  in  manufactures,  and 
that  a  large  amount,  withdrawn  from  trade,  had 
been  invested  in  them.  These  establishments  were 
in  their  infancy,  however,  and  unable  to  stand  the 
sheck  of  an  attack  upon  them  by  the  powerful 
British  establishments,  backed  by  the  British  Go- 
vernment. The  Southern  statesmen,  under  Mr. 
Madison's  administration,  stood  up  in  their  defence: 
it  was  their  policy  which  had  called  them  into  be- 
ing; it  would  have  been  cruel  to  abandon  their  own 
offspring.  The  tariff  of  1816  was  the  result,  and 
it  was  so  regulated  as  to  afford  incidental  protection 
as  well  as  revenue.  I  cannot  erase  from  my  mind 
the  lessons  of  wisdom  I  received  in  listening  to  the 
speeches  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  and  of  Mr. 
Calhoun,  when  engaged,  as  it  were,  in  settling  the 


future  policy  of  the  nation  on  what  was  after- 
wards called  the  American  System.  The  report  of 
Alexander  Hamilton  on  manufactures,  republished 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1809,  the 
report  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  explaining  bis  splendid  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements  at  the  national  ex- 
pense, the  recent  powerful  report  of  Mr.  Dallas  in 
favor  of  a  National  Bank,  were  the  text-books  of 
the  day  in  the  hands  of  Southern  politicians,  with 
very  few  exceptions.  The  war  administration  of 
Mr.  Madison  was  still  predominant,  and  it  was 
this  Administration  which  adopted  the  American 
system.  This  phrase  has  been  associated  with  the 
name  of  Mr.  Clay.  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
pluck  a  single  leaf  from  the  honors  which  cluster 
around  his  brow,  but  this  belongs  to  another,  who 
is  hailed  as  the  apostle  of  Southern  Democracy. 
Mr.  Jefferson  thus  speaks,  in  his  letter  to  the  "Ame- 
rican Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Manufac- 
tures," and  dated  June  26,  1817: 

"The  history  of  the  last  twenty  yean  has  been  a  raflktemVes- 
soo  for  us  all  to  depend  for  necessaries  on  ourselves  akne;  and 
I  hope  that  twenty  years  more  wM  place  the  Amwifan  bemis- 

Shere  under  a  system  of  its  own,  es*enuaUy  peaceable  and  in- 
usurious,  and  not  needing  to  extracts  its  comforts  oat  of  lbs 
eternal  fires  raging  in  the  old  world." 

This  was  addressed  to  a  New  England  associa- 
tion. In  consequence  of  the  aoi  of  1816,  capital 
had  been  vested  in  manufactures  to  a  great  extent 
in  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  and.  Pennsylvania,  as 
well  as  in  the  Northern  States.  This  now  seemed 
to  be  the  settled  policy  of  the  nation.  And  was 
Mr.  Jefferson  a  false  prophet  in  relation  to  the  ef- 
fect of  the  American  system  during  the  succeeding 
twenty  yean»?  No,  sir,  he  was  not.  It  paid  oil 
two  hundred  millions  of  national  debt;  it  applied 
large  sums  to  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy;  U 
laid  the  foundation  of  an  immense  line  of  fortifica- 
tions, and  completed  many  of  them,  along  onr  At- 
lantic coast,  and  around  oar  borders;  it  extinguish- 
ed the  title  to  a  vast  amount  of  the  Indian  lands;  it 
contributed  large  sums  to  internal  improvements. 
And  what  has  the  nation  done  since  this  system 
has  been  abandoned  and  cried  down?  Look  around 
upon  our  whole  country  and  behold  its  conse- 
quences. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  ruinous  condition  of  the 
country  is  no  longer  denied  by  any  one.  But  we 
are  told  by  the  friends  of  this  Administration  that 
it  will  be  for  those  coming  in  to  remedy  these  evils. 
They  say  they  have  promised  to  do  so,  and  wo  be 
to  them  if  they  do  not  keep  their  promise!  Sir, 
the  brand  of  an  idiot  boy  may  destroy  in  an  hoar 
the  edifice  which  called  forth  the  labor  of  thorn- 
sands,  and  required  half  a  century  to  rear.  Gene- 
ral Harrison  and  his  Cabinet  will  do  all  they  can, 
but  they  cannot  work  miracles.*  But  it  is  for  the 
people  themselves,  through  their  representatives,  to 
apply  the  best  remedy  the  case  will  admit.  It  will 
be  the  work  of  time,  and  we  know  not  half  its 
difficulty;  but,  in  the  language  of  the  Roman  patriot, 
let  us  never  despair  of  the  Republic. 

When  gentlemen  speak  of  high  duties,  high  ta- 
riff, and  refer  to  the  taiiff  of  1838, 1  most  remind 
them  that  even  that  was  the  work  of  the  South. 
The  high  duties  were  introduced  by  its  enemies,  in 
order  to  defeat  the  bill.  It  was  not  satafactocj  to 
any  party:  it  was  a  compound  made  up  both  by 
friends  and  foes.  I  must  remind  those  with  whom 
the  name  of  General  Jackson  still  retains  some 
share  of  popularity,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  a  pro- 
tective tariff.  He  so  expressed  himself  previous  to 
his  election;  he  afterwards  spoke  of  a  "jodiciooj 
tariff,"  with  reference  to  this  subject,  and,  in  one 
of  his  Messages,  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  we 
ought  to  encotfrage  the  manufactures  of  those  arti- 
cles which  would  render  us  independent  in  time  of 
war.  And  how  shall  we  determine  what  those  ar- 
ticles are?  He  could  not  mean  merely  the  manu- 
facture of  gunpowder!  Perhaps,  without  intend- 
ing it,  the  passage  covers  the  whole  ground  of  pro- 
tective duties. 

We  must  go  back  to  the  days  of  James  Madi- 
son, and  endeavor  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the 
great  Democratic  statesmen  of  that  period,  who  set 


*  Shortly  after  the  election,  a  Quaker  was  met  by  a  Loes- 
foco  in  the  street  at  Philadelphia,  and  was  thus  accosKd: 
"Well,  fneod,  1  suppose  70a  think  General  Harrison  Is  fosw 
to  work  miracles."  "As  to  that  (mad  I  cannot  tell  thaa,  bat  I 
incline  to  think  he  will  have  power  firao  onto  Aim  to  cast  eat 
devils." 
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to  work  honestly  and  earnestly  to  repair  the  rava- 
ges of  war,  and  to  place  the  nation  on  a  solid 
ground  of  future  prosperity.  1  hare  retained 
the  lessons  of  national  wisdom  and  policy  I  then 
imbibed.  The  experience  of  the  last  six  years, 
especially,  has*  not  served  to  change  my  opi- 
nions. What  a  triumph  for  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton, could  he  have  risen  from  his  grave-,  and  hare 
seem  his  report  on  manufactures  the  text-book  during 
the  Administration  of  his  great  political  rival! 
What  a  triamph  to  see  the  failure  of  the  attempt 
to  destroy  that  American  system  which  bad  been 
sanctioned  by  Jefferson,  by  Lowndes,  by  Clay,  by 
Gallatin,  by  Dallas,  by  Calhoun,  as  well  as  by 
others  of  opposite  politics !  I  was  what  is  called  a 
Jeffersonian  Democrat,  a  supporter  of  the  embargo 
and  the  war,  and  by  no  means  free  from  prejudice 
against  Alexander  Hamilton.  I  have  carefully 
studied  the  rival  productions  of  those  two  great 
men— the  report  of  Mr.  Jefferson  on  commerce, 
and  that  of  Hamilton  on  manufactures;  and  these, 
with  the  report  of  Mr/  Gallatin  on  internal  im- 
provements, and  that  of  Mr.  Dallas  on  a  National 
Bank,  are,  in  my  opinion,  among  the  best  works 
that  can  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  young  Ameri- 
can statist.  I  by  no  means  give  the  praise  of  su- 
perior foresight,  and  sagacity  to  Hamilton  over 
Jefferson.  These  two  great  men  regarded  the  same 
subject  from  different  points  of  view.  If  Jefferson 
had  been  a  New  Yorker,  he  might  have  written  the 
report  on  manufactures;  and  if  Hamilton  had  been 
a  Virginian,  he  might  have  prod  need  the  report  on 
commerce.  Hamilton  regarded  manufactures  as 
the  true  basis  of  commerce.  The  very  Instrument 
ef  commerce  before  his  eyes,  the  ship,  was  itself 
the  most  important  of  all  manufactures — the  mas- 
ter-piece of  the  arts,  and  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  sci- 
ence. Mr.  Jefferson  lived  in  a  country  depending 
entirely  on  foreign  commerce,  and  with  only  two 
great  staples*  to  support  it— wheat  and  tobacco. 
It  was  natural  for  him  to  suppose  that  the  exports 
would  command  the  imports,  and  where  these 
would  centre  there  would  be  the  great  mart  of 
trade.  I  am  informed  he  at  an  early  period  enter- 
tained the  opinion  that  Norfolk  would  be  what 
Hew  York  has  since  become.  And  if  his  theory 
bad  been  correct,  such  would  Iwve  been  the  result. 
But  it  was  erroneous;  Norfolk  was  not,  like  New 
Orleans,  the  sole  depot  of  a  vavt  interior.  Beyond 
the  local  exports  and  imports,  commerce  on  a 
large  scale  requires  ships*  seamen,  accumulated 
active  capital;  and  these  are  not  likely  to  be  found 
in  communities  who  devote  their  energies  to  -the 
cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  have  no  manufactures, 
flaheries,  or  internal  trade. 

1  have  taken  much  of  the  time  of  the  House  in 
discussing  the  subject  of  the  tariff;  my  excuse  is, 
Autt  it  is  one  of  deep  interest  to  my  constituents. 
They  believe  that  it  is  in  some  owing  to  a  want  of 
a  proper  adjustment  of  the  tariff,  for  the  purpose  of 
protection,  that  their  manufactures  have  declined, 
and  many  of  them  have  been  prostrated.  The  de- 
tails  of  this  protection  are  by  no  means  settled. 
Many  mdrvidnals,  and  I  am  of  the  number,  at- 
tach more  importance  to  the  derangement  of  the 
carrency  than  to  the  operation  of  the  tariff,  although 
I  am  convinced  it  requires  to  be  revised.  Of  what 
avail  is  it  to  the  manufacturer  that  he  has  his  ware- 
house full  of  manufactured  articles,  if  those  who 
are  anxious  to  purchase  are  unable  to  procure  a 
proper  currency?  Some  of  our  manufacturers  pay 
annually  from  a  thousand  to  three  thousand  dollars 
in  exchanges.  They  depend  on  the  internal  trade, 
and  that  cannot  be  carried  on  without  a  currency. 
There  is  a  falling  off  in  every  kind  of  business,  for 
the  same  reason.  The  amount  of  specie  is  admit- 
ted to  be  insufficient  for  the  wants  of  a  new  and 
growing  country  and  an  enterprising  people.  A 
mixed  currency  of  specie  and  sound  paper  is  indis- 
pensable. The  State  banks  cannot  furnish  a  cur- 
rency for  general  circulation.  Since  the  Adminis* 
nation  began  its  tinkering  with  the  currency,  and 
its  partisans  have  been  engaged  in  crying  down 
banking  institutions,  specie  has  been  regularly  ex- 
ported, and  the  paper  currency  has  been  growing 
less  and  less  safe.  In  the  general  demoralization,  it 
is  highly  probably,  also,  that  many  abuses  may 
have  crept  into  the  nianagement  of  these  banks. 
But  it  is  impossible,  where  there  are  so  many  States 


creating  banks,  and  the  character  and  solvency  of 
those  banks  so  various,  to  furnish  any  thing  like  a 
uniform  currency.  It  would  be  the  same  thing  if 
they  were  so  many  different  mints,  with  different 
coinage  and  alloy.  The  effect  on  internal  trade 
and  on  every  branch  of  business  during  this  disor- 
dered state  of  the  currency,  is  well  described  in  the 
masterly  work  of  Mr.  Prescott,  the  History  of  Fer- 
dinand and  Isabella. 

<cUnder  Henry  IV  of  Castile,  it  is  computed  there  were  no 
less  than  one  hundred  and  fiAy  mints  openly  licensed  by  the 
Crown,  in  addition  to  many  others  erected  by  prirate  authority. 
The  abuse  came  to  such  a  height,  that  the  people  at  length  le- 
fiised  to  receive,  in  payment  of  their  debts,  the  debased  coin, 
whose  ralue  depreciated  more  and  more  every  day;  and  the 
little  trade  which  remained  at  Castile,  WaS  CARRIED  ON 
BY  BARTER  AS  IN  THE  PRIMITIVE  AGES."— Prescott, 
uol.224 

The  remedy  for  this  was  making  a  monopoly  of 
the  coinage  in  the  Crown,  just  as  we  made  it  a  mo- 
nopoly under  oar  Federal  Constitution.  In  the  Swiss 
cantoos,  the  same  inconvenience  would  be  expe- 
rienced, with  their  twenty  or  thirty  different  kinds 
of  money,  bat  for  the  circustance  of  their  having 
an  ideal  money,  and  also  osing  bills  of  exchange 
and  paper  of  rations  kinds.  If  bank  notes  will 
still  continue  to  be  regarded  as  money  by  us,  it 
must,  like  the  coinage,  be  in  some  mode  a  monopoly 
in  order  to  give  it  uniformity  and  certainty  of  va- 
lue. This  has  been  twice  accomplished  successfully 
without  an  absolute  monopoly,  by  creating  an  in- 
stitution under  the  authority  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment, which  has  controlled  and  regulated  those 
established  by  the  States.  This  institution  bus  be* n 
foond  the  only  safe  and  convenient  fiscal  agent. 
One  kind  of  money  for  the  Government  and  an* 
other  for  the  ordinary  transactions  of  the  communi- 
ty, you  may  rely  upon  it,  will  never  answer.  It 
was  the  last  desperate  resort  of  the  present  Admi- 
nistration, because  it  had  failed  in  its  other  projects, 
'  and  knew  not  what  eUe  to  do.  It  cut  itself  loose 
from  the  people,  and  with  its  empty  Sub-Treasury 
chest  is  now  moving  in  one  direction,  while  the 
Democracy  is  moving  in  another. 

When  the  late  Administrations  were  told  that 
their  measures  would  ruin  the  currency,  they  in- 
dignantly ..repelled  the  idea,  and  boldly  declared 
that  they  would  preserve  it  in  a  state  as  sound 
as  they  found  it,  and  even  make  it  better.  When 
it  was  actually  deranged,  they  were  the  last  to 
admit  the  fact;  and  when,  at  length,  it  was 
felt  and  lamented  by  every  man  engaged  in  honest 
and  regular  business,  they  suddenly  became  the 
loudest  in  crying  out  that  the  currency  was  ruined. 
But  who  ruined  ill  They  say,  the  money  power. 
According  to  them,  this  is  some  foul  and  ugly  fiend, 
which  walks  abroad  in  the  dim  twilight,  with  >nt 
settled  abode,  without  defined  shape  or  lorm,  but 
busy  in  working  mischief  to  the  sons  of  men.  It 
is  a  sort  of  money  goblin.  Bat,  according  to 
others,  it  has  its  seat  and  residence  in  Wall  street: 
it  is  that  speculating,  heartless  money  power,  which 
fattens  upon  the  embarrassments  and  distresses  of 
sober  industry,  and  on  the  destruction  of  all  regu- 
lar business  and  sound  credit.  It  causes  the  dis« 
ease,  and  then  renders  itself  necessary  to  the  dis- 
eased. It  is  in  the  bands  of  the  brokers,  the  stock- 
jobbers, and  exchange  dealers,  who  have  instigated 
the  ruinous  measures  of  the  General  Government. 
There  is  the  real  money  power,  the  greater  part  fo- 
reign, too,  rejoicing  in  the  downfall  of  our  pros- 
perity, and  glutting  themselves  on  the  spoils  of  a 
ruined  currency.  For  years  bas  this  power  been 
systematically  working  its  way,  like  some  foul  dis- 
ease in  the  human-  constitution.  Twelve  years 
ago,  I  travelled  in  company  with  an  agent  of  one 
of  the  Wall  street  establishments  from  Charleston 
to  Norfolk.  He  inveighed  bitterly  against  the 
United  Stales  Bank,  which  surprised  me,  because 
I  had  heard  no  one  else  speak  against  it.  The  rea- 
sons which  appeared  to  influence  him  had  a  diffe- 
rent effect  on  my  mind;  the  currency  was  not 
lamentably  healthy;  the  field  for  money  brokers 
was  almost  closed !  And  then  the  Southern  banks 
were  hostile  also,  because  their  issues  returned 
upon  them  every  six  months;  the  far  South  could 
not  establish  real  estate  banks  instead  of  specie 
banks;  the  West  was  checked  in  the  establishment 
of  new  banks  1  From  that  time  I  carefully  marked 
every  step  in  the  progress  of  the  war  on  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  knew  its  source. '  A  being,  whom 


I  hold  in  SDch  detestation  that  I  will  not  name  him, 
was  in  my  opinion  the  instrument,  tbe  pensioned 
instrument,  employed  to  win  the  ear  and  kindle 
and  feed  the  ire  of  that  unhappy  old  man,  who, 
for  our  sins,  was  placed  at  tbe  head  of  this  Go- 
vernment. Under  that  influence,  the  legislation  of 
this  once  prosperous  and  growing  country  was 
forced  out  of  its  natural  and  well  defined  channel, 
and  lost  among  shallows  and  quicksands.  The 
safe  barriers  were  broken  down;  the  country  has 
been  flooded  by  unsafe  stock  institutions,  and  dis- 
order and  confusion  now  reign  supreme.  And 
what  a  harvest,  what  a  field  for  that  moneyed  pow- 
er of  brokers  and  shavers!  And  yet  we  hear  both 
those  who  are  the  victims,  and  those  who  are  the 
accomplices  of  this  power,  cry  out,  The  currency 
is  rained,  the  currency  is  ruined — the  money  power 
has  ruined  us  I  Yes,  but  I  repeat  the  question, 
Whe  are  the  authors  of  this  ruin?  The  Wail  street 
brokers  are  the  principal  authors  of  it.  The  nation 
must  open  its  eyes  to  the  truth  at  last,  and  turn  its 
attention  to  the  real  authors  of  this  ruin— the  mo- 
ney brokers,  and  the  corrupt  party  politicians. 

DEBATE  ON  THE  TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 
REMARKS  OF  MR.  PRENTISS, 

OF  VERMONT, 

In  Sehate,  Febhuart  12,  1841. 
The  following  resolution,  submitted,  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Printiss,  coming  up  for  consideration, 

VIZ. 

Resolved,  That  tbe  act  eatiUed  An  act  granting  half-pay 
and  pensions  to  certain  widows,  approved  July  7, 1638,  ought 
not  to  be  cousirued  to  derive  any  widow  of  its  benefits  in  era- 
sequence  of  her  having  married  after  the  decease  of  the 
husband  for  whose  services  she  may  claim  to  be  allowed 
a  pension  or  annuity  under  said  act,  provided  she  was  a 
widow  at  the  time  the  same  was  passed;  and  that  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  that 
effect.  

Mr.  PRENTISS  said  that  be  had  been  induced  to 
present  the  subject  in  the  general  and  compendious 
form  ef  a  resolution,  in  order  to  obtain  the  sense 
of  tbe  Senate  upon  it  in  a  more  summary  and  ex- 
peditious way  than  be  could  otherwise  do,  and  to 
save  the  necessity,  which  he  was  always  desirous 
to  do,  of  special  legislation  in  particular  cases. 
There  were  several  cases  before  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  depending  on  the  construction  of  the  act 
of  1838,  granting  annuities  of  pensions  to  cer- 
tain widows  whose  marriage  took  place  before  the 
year  1794,  but  not  early  enough  to  bring  their 
cases  within  the  pension  act  of  1836.  The  cases 
to  which  he  referred,  were  cases  where  the  appli- 
cants  were  widows  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
the  act,  and  were  still  so,  but  had  been  married  a 
second  time,  and  on  that  account  their  applications 
had  been  rejected  at  the  Pension  office.  It  seemed 
that,  according  to  tbe  construction  which  had  been 
given  to  the  act,  if  the  widow  of  an  officer  or 
soldier  of  the  Revolution^sd  married  a  second  time 
'  she  did  not  come  within  the  act,  and  was  not  enti- 
tled to  its  benefits,  although  she  was  a  widow  at 
the  time  the  act  was  passed.  The  subsequent  in- 
tervening marriage,  though  long  since  dissolved, 
was  held  to  deprive  her  of  all  right  under  the  ac. 
ft  was  this  construction  which  was  complained  of 
in  the  petitions  before  the  committee,  and  to  bring 
the  matter  before  the  Senate  for  its  consideration 
and  speedy  action  was  the  specific  purpose  of  the 
resolution. 

The  doctrine  which  had  obtained  at  the  Pension 
Office,  Mr.  P.  said,  appeared  to  htm  to  be  clearly 
erroneous  and  wholly  unsustainable.  He  was  at 
a  loss  to  know  on  what  reasoning,  or  upon  what 
principle  or  rule  of  interpretation,  it  had  been 
adopted.  Was  it  that  by  the  second  marriage  the 
woman  ceased  to  be  a  widow  and  became  a  wife, 
and  that,  on  the  death  of  the  second  husband,  she 
became  his  widow,  and  could  not  be  regarded  or 
treated  as  the  widow  of  the  first  and  so  did  not 
come  within  the  letter  of  the  law?  A  wife  he  sup- 
posed, was  a  woman  who  had  a  husband;  and  a 
widow  he  took  it,  was  a  woman  whose  husband 
was  dead.  The  same  woman  might  be  a  wife 
many  times,  and  of  course  might  be  a  widow  many 
times;  but  however  often  she  might  marry  and 
become  a  widow,  she  lost  none  of  the  rights  be- 
longing to  her  in  any  instance  in  that  character,  or 
attached  to  or  growing  out  of  that  relation  at  any 
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time  it  may  nave  existed.  A  second  marriage  did 
not  take  away  her  right  of  dower  as  widow  of  the 
first  husband.  Her  light  in  his  estate  still  con- 
tinued; and  though  the  control  of  it  might  be  vested 
in  the  second  husband  daring  the  marriage,  yet, 
when  that  ceased,  she  had  the  sole  dominion  over 
it  as  at  first.  Her  choses  in  action,  her  rights  of 
action,  and  all  her  former  rights,  left  unappropri- 
ated by  the  husband,  survived  to  her.  The  mar- 
riage did  not  extinguish,  but  operated  merely  as  a 
suspension  of  these  and  other  lights  during  its  con- 
tinuance. In  cases  aiising  under  pauper  laws,  on 
the  dissolution  of  the  marriage,  the  settlement 
derived  Jrom  the  husband  cea&ed,  and  the  maiden 
settlement  revived  and  returned  to  the  widow.  If 
she  had  been  married  twice,  and  both  hu&bands 
had  kdied,  she  was  the  widow  of  each  of  them, 
and  might  claim  as  the  widow  and  in  the  right  of 
either.  It  did  not  follow  from  this  that,  under  the 
pension  laws,  she  could  claim  and  have  two  pen- 
sions. The  laws  did  not  allow  a  double  pension 
to  one  and  the  same  person.  If  she  came  within 
the  act  of  1836,  she  could  not  claim  under  the  act 
of  1838;  for  the  latter  law  provided  only  for  *uch 
cases  as  were  not  embraced  in  the  former.  But  if 
it  was  otherwise,  and  she  might  claim  in  the  right 
of  the  first  husband  under  one  act,  and  in  the  right 
of  the  second  husband  under  the  oiher  act,  sueh  re- 
sult, if  the  legitimate  effect  of  the  laws  themselves, 
could  not  authorize  or  excuse  a  construction  at 
variance  with  the  express  terms  and  plain  mean- 
ing of  the  acts.  The  general  rules  of  law  applica- 
ble to  the  subject  were  therefore  clearly  against 
the  construction  which  had  been  adopted.  But 
the  question,  after  all,  depended  upon  the  act  it- 
self.   And  what  did  the  act  say? 

That  if  any  peraon  who  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
in  ihe  manner  specified  in  the  act  passed  the  seventh  day  of 
June,  1832,  entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion,' have  died,  leaving  a  wylow,  whose  marriage  took  place 
after  the  expiration  of  the  last  period  of  his  service,  and  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  January,  1791,  such  widow  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive,  for  and  during  the  term  of  five  years  from  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  1836,  the  annuity  or  pension  which  might 
have  been  allowed  to  her  husband,  in  virtue  of  said  act,  if 
living  at  the  time  it  was  passed:  Provided,  That,  in  the  event 
of  the  marriage  of  such  widow,  such  annuity  or  pension  shall  be 
discontinued.1' 

Now,  what  facts,  Mr.  P.  would  ask,  were  ne- 
cessary to  bring  a  case  within  the  terms  and  mean- 
ing of  the  act?  Why,  1.  That  the  officer  or 
soldier  for  whose  services  the  annuity  was  claimed 
served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  in  the  manner 
prescribed  in  the  aci;  2.  That  he  died  leaving  a 
widow;  and,  3.  That  the  applicant  was  the  person 
so  left  a  widow — her  marriage  having  taken  place 
within  the  time  specified,  and  she  being  a  widow 
at  the  time  of  passing  the  act,  and  still  remaining 
so.  These  were  the  estsential  requisites  of  the  act; 
and,  when  they  were  made  out,  a  clear  case  was 
made  out,  within  the  very  terms  of  ihe  law. 

What  (Mr.  P.  would  a*k  again)  did  the  act  say? 
Why  "that,  if  any  person  who  served  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  dkc.  have  died,  leaving  a 
widow,  whose  marriage  took  place,  &c.  such 
widow,"  that  is  the  person  so  left  a  widow,  "shall 
be  entitled,"  Ac.  The  expression  "*uch*  widow" 
was  descriptive  of  person,  and  denoted  the  woman 
who  was  the  wife  of  the  officer  or  soldier  who  had 
served  as  required,  and  was  left  by  him  a  widow. 
Apply  the  same  phraseology  to  other  subjects,  and 
how  would  it  be  understood?  Suppose  it  should 
be  enacted,  and  Mr.  P.  believed  the  statutes  of 
some  of  the  Slates  did  so  enact  in  terms,  that  if 
any  person  should  die  intestate,  leaving  a  widow, 
such  widow  should  be  entitled  to  dower  in  her 
deceased  husband's  estate:  no  one,  it  would  seem, 
would  be  at  a  loss  to  know  what  was  meant  by 
such  an  enactment,  or  would  allow  himself  to  think 
for  a  moment  that  the  right  of  dower,  although  it 
was  a  right  resting  in  action  only,  would  be  lost 
by  a  second  marriage,  or  that  the  woman  would 
be  incapable  of  asserting  her  right  in  the  first  hus- 
bands estate  as  his  widow,. because  she  bad  mar- 
ried again  and  become  the  widow  of  a  second 
husband.  It  was  further  to  be  observed,  that  the 
widow  was  to  have  "the  annuity  or  pension  which 
might  have  been  allowed  to  her  husband,  if  living;" 
that  is,  which  might  have  been  allowed  to  the  per- 
son who  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
died  leaving  her  a  widow.    The  husband's  services  • 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  MONROE, 

iOP  NEW  YORK. 
In  the  Hou*e  of  Reprtteniatwti,  February  3, 1841— On 

the  bill  providing  for  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes. 

The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  [Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  in 
the  chair,]  on  the  bill'  to  authorize  an  tissue  of 
Treasury  notes;  and  the  question  being  on  the 
motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause: 

Mr.  MONROE  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  have  no  disposition  to  debate  this  bill.  I  had 
hoped  it  would  have  been  suffered  to  pass  wi'.h 
such  discussion  as  had  been  given  to  it  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  But,  contrary  to  my 
expectations  and  my  hopes,  the  debate  has  taken 
a  very  great  latitude.  Gentlemen  have  discussed 
the  Florida  war;  they  have  discussed  the  tobacco 
trade;  the?  have  discussed  the  policy  of  General 
Harrison's  administration  in  advance,  without  pre- 
tending to  know  what  that  policy  will  be;  in  short, 
topics  of  all  kinds  have  been  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  consideration  of  this  bill,  many  of  them  having 
not  the  slightest  legitimate  connection  with  ir.    1 


were  the  meritorious  cause  or  consideration  of  the  j 
annuity,  and  it  was  intended  to  give  to  the  person 
who  had  been  his  wife,  and  become  his  widow, 
the  same  annuity  or  pension  he  would  have  been  , 
entitled  to  if  she  had  not  survived  him. 

Such  (Mr.  P.  said)  would  appear  to  be  the  only  ' 
exposition  which  the  act  was  capable  of  receiving. 
The  right  to  the  annuity  was  given  in  absolute 
terms,  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  subject  only  to  the  condition  "that, .  in  the 
eveut  of  the  marriage  of  such  widow,  such  annuity 
or  pension  thall  be  discontinued."  The  condition 
was  a  condition  subsequent,  depending  on  a  con- 
tingency afterwards  to  happen.  In  the  event  of  a 
future  marriage,  the  annuity  was  to  be  discon- 
tinued: in  ether  words,  it  was  not  to  go  to  the  fu- 
ture husband,  but  to  cease.  This  was  the  only  con- 
dition the  act  contained;  and  it  was  a  rule  of  inter- 
pretation that  the  expression  of  one  condition  or 
exception  was  an  exclusion  of  all  other  conditions 
or  exceptions.  The  maxim,  expretsio  unhu  at 
exclutio  ai/trtvs,  applied  to  things  as  well  as  to 
persons.  To  deprive  an  applicant,  then,  of  (he 
annuity,  on  account  of  her  having  married  a  second 
time,  she  being  a  widow  at  the  time  the  act  was 
passed,  and  still  continuing  unmarried,  was  no- 
thing short  of  an  arbitrary  and  unwarrantable  in- 
troduction, by  way  of  construction  of  a  new  con- 
dition, or  rather  exception,  into  the  act. 

The  act  of  1838  was  a  literal  transcript  of  the 
act  of  1836,  with  this  difference  only,  that  the  act 
1836  reqaired  the  marriage  to  have  taken  place 
before  the  expiration  of  the  last  period  of  the 
husband's  service,  and  gave  the  pension  to  the 
widow  during  the  time  she  should  remain  unmar- 
ried. In  no  other  particular  whatever,  except 
these  two,  was  there  even  the  slightest  verbal 
variance  between  the  two  acts.  The  form  of  ex- 
pression throughout  both  was  otherwise  exactly 
the  same;  and  it  was  worth)  of  special  notice,  that 
it  having  been  held  by  the  Executive  officers,  under 
the  act  of  1836,  that  an  intervening  second  mar- 
riage deprived  the  widow  of  the  pension  given  by 
it,  Congress,  in  1837,  passed  an  explanatory  act,  de- 
claring that  ihe  benefits  of  the  act  of  1836  should 
not  be  withheld  from  any  widow  in  consequence 
of  her  having  married  after  the  decease  of  the  hus- 
band for  whose  services  she  might  claim  to  be 
allowed  a  pension,  provided  she  was  a  widow  at 
the  time  the  act  was  parsed.  It  rould  hardly  have 
been  expected,  after  this  declaratory  act,  this 
legislative  expression  of  the  sense  and  meaning 
of  the  act  of  1836,  that  the  act  of  1838  would  re- 
ceive a  construction  which  had  been  repudiated  by 
Congress  m  reference  to  an  act  in  language  identi- 
cally the  same. 

The  question  (Mr.  P.  said)  was  not  whether  the 
act  of  1838  was  founded  in  justice  or  policy, 
whether  it  was  expedient  or  inexpedient,  or 
whether  it  ought  to  have  been  passed  or  not.  The 
act  was  the  law  of  the  land,  and  the  question 
was,  whether  the  law  should  be  administered  fairly 
and  impartially,  and  be  executed  in  good  faith, 
according  to  its  plain  meaning  and  intention. 


am  not  myself  disposed  to  take  op  more 
twenty  or  thirty  minutes  of  the  time  of  the  com- 
mute*. I  find,  from  the  statements  made  by  the 
regular  organ  of  the  Administration  in  this  Home, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  [Mr.  Jones,]  that  the  Government  is 
without  the  necessary  funds  to  carry  on  its  opera- 
tions; and  much  as  I  am  opposed  to  this  plan  of 
issuing  Treasury  notes,  (to  which  I  am  in  princi- 
ple opposed,)  yet  we  seem  reduced  to  the  alterna- 
tive either  of  suffering  the  wheels  of  Government 
to  stand  still,  without  the  means  to  pay  its  honest 
debts,  or  of  resorting  to  this  plan  of  raising  i 
diate  funds  for  its  support. 
.  The  Administration  party  in  this  House  tell 
that  you  cannot  raise  money  by  any  other 
in  time  to  meet  the  exigency.  I  deny  it.  If  you 
would  iisuc  Government  bonds,  bearing  interest 
at  5  per  cent.  I  have  no  doubt  thai  they  could  be 
disposed  of  freely  at  any  moment  in  the  money 
markets  of  the  United  States.  I  do  not  question 
that  you  could  raise  tweaty  millions  of  dollars,  if 
you  needed  it,  within  thirty  days.  But  that  would 
not  answer  the  object  of  the  Adminisi ration  pasty 
in  this  House.  They  desire  no  national  debt;  yon 
must  not  give  this  thing  the  name  of  a  loan—-fbr 
that,  they  tell  you,  would  be  creating  a  national 
debt;  whereas,  by  issuing  Treasury  notes,  y  on  are 
but  using  the  faith  of  the  Government  for  the  par- 
pose  of  anticipating  its  resources  a  anon  rime.  I 
will  not  detain  the  committee  with  any  disquisitions 
on  that  pojnt.  I  find  that  the  Government  is  with- 
out the  means  of  paying  its  just  debts.  I  am  de- 
sirous to  grant  those  means  in  some  form  or  other; 
and  I  am  not  inclined  to  make  war  upon  an  Admi- 
nistration now  about  to  resign  its  power.  We  have 
had  enough  of  that;  for  the  last  eight  or  tern  years, 
denunciations  have  been  dealt  out  with  an  unspar- 
ing hand.  They  may  retire,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, without  denunciation.  I  make  none;  I 
have  disapproved  their  measures;  I  have  opposed 
them  to  the  best  of  my  ability;  the  people  have 
rendered  a  verdict  against  them,  and  I,  for  one, 
am  willing  that  they  should  go  in  peace.  I  do  not 
approve  the  course  which  has  been  adopted  towards 
that  party.  I  think  they  should  have  been  per- 
mitted to  go  out  of  power  with  nil  the  quietness 
and  decency  possible.  I  have  no  wish  to  assail 
them.  I  know  that  there  are  many  honest  men  of 
that  party,  in  this  House  and  this  naiioa,  who 
differ  honestly  with  me,  and  who,  1  believe,  would 
not  remain  a  single  hour  in  the  ranks  of  that  party 
if  they  did  not  believe  its  motives  to  be  pare  and 
its  intentions  honest  If  I  believed  that  a  majority 
of  the  two  great  parties  now  so  nearly  ^J^yrt*, 
n  opposing  each  other,  mustneeessarily  oppose  the 
institution*  and  the  welfare  of  i  our  eoeatry,  I 
would  not  live  in  the  land.  Bride  of  opinion,  we 
know,  inducesnnen  to  go  further  in  their  support 
of  Ifteasures  and  man  than  their  candid  judgment 
will  sanction.  They  go  along,  step  by  step,  until 
at  last  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  proceed  with 
their  ewn  approbation,  or  to  retrace  their  stews 
without  incurring  reproach  and  denonciatioa.  I 
have  no  desire  to  touch  the  acts  of  this  Adminis- 
tration until  General  Harrison  shall  lake  the  place 
to  which  the  people  have  called  him.  If  mere  is 
the  corruption  in  the  several  departments  which 
we  believe  to  exist,  let  us  wait  only  a  short  time 
and  we  shall  know  its  extent;  and  I  believe  that 
the  Whig  party  will  carry  oat  in  irmecrity  and 
good  faith  the  reforms  to  which  it  has  pledged  in} 
self  before  the  whole  people. 

Gentlemen  have  thought  proper  to  take  ap  the 
time  of  the  committee  for  several  days  past  in  de- 
fining their  positions."  I  wish  they  had  not  done  so, 
because  the  business  of  the  country  might  have 
gone  on  more  rapidly;  but,  as  the  example  has 
been  set,  I  must  consume  a  few  minutes  in  ^de- 
fining my  position"  also."  In  doing  this,  I  shall 
speak  for  myself  alone— I  shall  not  speak  tar 
General  Harrison.  Of  hin  nptninnri  and  intnnlintsi 
I  know  no  more  than  any  other  individual  here; 
and  I  shall  leave  his  acts  and  his  measure  to  be 
passed  upon  when  they  shall  be  laid  before  ana 
country.  Of  one  thing,  however,  lam  satirised 
that,  be  those  ads  or  measures  what  they  naay, 
General  Harrison  can  do 
already  bean  dene  by  \ 
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their  power  into  his  hands.  Those  who  have  had 
any  acquaintance  with  my  public  career,  know  that 
I  did  not  enter  the  ranks  of  the  Opposition  from  the 
mere  love  of  opposition.  I  should  have  been  glad 
to  have  seen  the  last  (as  well  as  the  present)  Admi- 
nistration go  on  successfully  in  a  course  of  policy 
calculated  fo  promote  the  great  in  erests  of  this 
nation,  and  to  have  given  my  feeble  support  to 
them.  Towards  its  head  I  have  always  main- 
tained personal  good  feeling,  coupled  to  an  un- 
feigned solicitude  that  he  might  so  administer  the 
Government  as  to  secure  the  great  purposes  for 
which  it  was  designed.  Believing  that  he  had  not 
done  so,  I  early  threw  myself  into  the  Opposition 
against  General  Jackson's  administration.  I  be- 
lieved that  he  wasusurpingall  the  doubtful  powers  of 
the  Constitution,  and  I  went  against  him.  And' 
when  the  present  Administration  came  into  power, 
had  they  done  what  was  right,  I  would  have  gone 
with  them.  I  have,  therefore,  gone  with  General 
Harrison;  I  will  support  his  administration  just  so 
long  as  I  think  it  is  right,  and  no  longer.  I  am 
under  ne  obligation  to  him  or  any  other  man  who 
may  be  called  to  ihe  helm  of  this  Government,  to 
support  him  one  hour  longer  than  I  can  approve 
his  measures  and  believe  that  they  will  promote 
the  interest  and  the  welfare  of  cur  common  country; 
no,  not  a  moment.  And  I  care  not  whether  he  is 
in  favor  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States—of  a  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands — or  of  a  tariff;  I  shall  look  at  his  measnres 
as  a  whole,  and,  as  such,  I  shall  pats  my  judg- 
ment upon  mem.  If  I  believe  that  there  is  enough 
of  good  in  those  measures,  I  shall  support  them — 
if  I  believe  they  are  fraught  with  evil,  I  will  op- 
pose them.  This  has  been  my  uniform  course, 
and  I  pledge  myself  to  men  of  all  parties  that  I 
shall  not  depart  from  it  for  the  time  to  come.  I 
am  not  going  lo  talk  about  my  patriotism,  nor  am 
I  willing  to  jadge  in  advance  what  are  to  be  the 
measures  of  General  Harrison;  I  leave  his  policy  to 
him,  simply  remarking  that,  whatever  it  may  be,  I 
shall  watch  it  narrowly. 

The  question  of  the  tariff  has  been  brought  up 
daring  the  discussion  on  this  Treasury  note  bill. 
I  have  been  a  close  observer  of  the  course  of 
Southern  gentlemen  on  this  floor  and  elsewhere;  and 
I  now  say,  with  all  respect,  that  it  is  my  honest 
conviction  that  you  cannot  get  any  one  Southern 
man,  giving  him  a  week  to  do  it  in,  to  bring  in  a 
tariff  bill  which  any  other  Southern  man  will  ap- 
prove. In  other  words,  I  do  not  believe  you  can 
get  any  two  Southern  men  to  agree  upon  a  tariff  tor 
this  country.  Nay,  I  go  further,  and  say  that  if, 
perchance,  they  should  agree  upon  a  bill  and 
should  both  vote  for  it,  one  or  the  other  would,  at 
the  very  next  meeting  of  Congress,  move  its  repeal 
or  modification.  There  is  a  total  want  of  affinity 
in  all  their  views.  The  gentleman  •  from  South 
Carolina,,  near  me,  [Mr.  Pickens.]  asks  me  whe- 
ther Northern  men  can  agree?  I  say,  yes;  and  the 
reason  is  to  be  traced  directly  to  the  common 
achool  system — to  that  practical,  sound,  common 
sense  derived  from  these  schools.  And  with  all 
the  pride  which  I  feel  at  the  recollection  that  I 
was  born  in  the  South,  though  at  very  early  years 
I  went  to  the  North,  I  will  say  that,  notwith- 
standing all  the  professions  we  hear,  I  do  not 
think  that  there  is  any  more  individual  honesty  in 
the  South  than  in  the  North;  I  am  disposed,  how- 
ever, to  give  to  the  South  a  Utile  more  credit  for 
liking  constitutional  abstractions  and  for  dealing  in 
technicalities,  about  which,  as, I  have  stated,  no 
two  men  amongst  them  can  agree.  They  tell  you 
heie  that  they  will  not  go  for  a  duty  oq  *ilks  and 
wines.  Why?  "Gentlemen  of  the  South  (say 
they)  wateh  this  thing  well;  these  men  from  the 
North,  who  understand  their  interests  better  than 
you  do,  may  commence  with  a  pin,  but  they  will 
secure  a  large  entering  wedge  be/ore  they  have 
done;  be  oa  your  guard,  therefore."  Now,  sir,  I 
say  that,  so  far  as  I  know  and  believe,  there  is  no 
intention  in  the  North  to  attempt  such  a  violation 
of  the  rights  of  the  South  as  is  here  indicated.  The 
simple  question  is,  what  will  Southern  gentlemen 
on  this  floor  tell  u*  they  are  witling  to  tax  in  order 
to  create  a  revenue?  I  want  none  of  their  abstrac- 
tions. 1  do  not  want  them  to  tell  me  that  we  do 
not  require  money.    I  know  as  -  much  about  that 


as  they  do.  But,  let  them  tell  me  what  they  are 
willing  to  tax  in  order  to  raise  revenue?  Let  them 
name  the  articles;  and  I  will  undertake  to  say  that 
my  friends  will  meet  their  views,  if  even  they 
should  partially  militate  agaiost  the  interests  of  the 
Nonh.  Let  gentlemen  from  the  South  name  any 
fair  thin?,  and  adhere  to  it,  and  we  will  make  a 
compromise  with  them.  Some  years  ago  they 
came  here  and  demanded  a  modification  of  the 
tariff,  which  resulted  in  the  act  commonly  known 
as  the  compromise  act.  At  that  time  it  was  urged 
in  the  S  »uth  that  luxuries  ought  to  be  taxed.  Well; 
the  Not  ih  said,  if  necessary,  tax  them.  The*  com- 
promise bill  passed,  and  now  the  South  tells  the 
North,  you  shall  not  tax  these  luxuries,  because, 
though  you  may  commence  with  a  pin,  you  will 
make  a  large  entering  wedge  before  you  have 
done.  Sir,  that  is  not  our  mode  of  proceeding. 
The  North  asks  the  South  to  adhere  to  the  com- 
promise act;  they  do  not  desire  to  disturb  it.  But 
the  South  comes  now  and  takes  a  direct  issue  with 
the  North  upon  Northern  principles,  on  the  score 
of  what?  Of  the  great  watchfulness  of  the  South 
on|  the  tariff  question. 

There  are  two  subjects  which  Southern  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  seem  extremely  tenacious  of 
keeping  up.  Why,  I  know  not.  I  admit  the 
generosity,  the  talent,  and  the  high  mindedness  of* 
the  Souih;  but  it  would  be  well,  I  think,  if  they 
could  discover  some  other  objects  on  which  to  test 
their  absiaetions.  They  have  taken  up  abolition 
with  a  great  noise,  and  that  matter  being  about 
used  up,  they  have  gone  back  and  taken  Northern 
ground  on  the  tariff,  and  assumed  that  as  high-toned 
Southern  ground.  We  are  without  revenue;  and 
now  the  simple  question  which  arises  is  this:  Will 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  tax  certain  arti- 
cles of  luxury  (or,  if  you  choose  to  say  manufac- 
tures, be  it  so)  for  the  purpose  of  raising  re  venae? 
We  only  ask  you  to  name  the  articles  from  which 
revenue  shall  be  derived,  because  we  must  have  it- 
no  man  doubts  that,  let  him  read  the  Secretary's 
report  as  much  as  he  pleases.  What  the  amount 
may  be,  is  not  so  certain— gentlemen  differ  about 
it.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Buck] 
has  proved  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  himself, 
and,  I  suppose,  of  his  political  friends,  if  of  no  one 
else,  that  his  object  is  to  avoid  increasing  the  re- 
venue, because,  he  says,  we  shall  have,  in  the 
course  of  two  years,  by  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  SO 

J»er  cent,  a  revenue  of  thirty-two  millions  of  dol- 
ars;  and  he  fears,  if  it  is  increased,  that  there  will 
he  a  scrambling  for  the  loaves  and  fishes.  I  have 
no  such  fear;  at  all  events,  I  can  assure  him  that 
his  distinguished  friend  in  the  other  wing  of  the 
Capitol  [Mr.  Calhoun]  will  look  warily  to  that 
matter  at  the  proper  time. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  speak  to  Southern 
gentlemen  in  a  disrespectful  manner;  and  had  I  not 
myself  been  born  in  the  South,  I  would  not  have 
spoken  so  plainly  as  I  have  done.  But  I  feel 
authorized  to  take  great  latitude  in  there  matters. 
I  do  not  come  here  forgetting  that  I  was  born  in  the 
South,  although  I  am  a  representative  from  a 
Northern  State;  nor  do  I  wish  to  claim  any  thing 
from  the  South  beyond  what  I  am  willing  the 
South  should  claim  from  me.  But  in  telHng  them 
that  our  common  schools  of  the  Nonh  have  en- 
lightened our  citizens— that  the  plain  common 
sense  education  which  we  give  to  our  youth  has 
fitted  them  for  the  business  of  the  world,  and  has 
enabled  them  to  jump  over  the  abstractions  with 
which  my  friend?  of  the  South  are  eternally  an- 
noying themselves  and  us,  I  tell  them  no  more 
than  the  truth.  It  was  well  enough  to  discuss 
these  things  under  the  colonial  system.  [Mr.  M. ' 
here  adverted  to  the  course  of  education  pursued 
under  the  colonial  system,  and  its  effects  on  the 
character  and  minds  of  the  young  men  of  the 
country,  but  he  was  not  heard  distinctly  by  the 
reporter.    Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  as  follows:] 

We  have  all  learned  that  this  is  a  better  Govern- 
ment now  than  it  was  supposed  to  be  at  the  time  of 
its  formation;  and  every  man  of  us  will  rally  in  its 
defence,  no  matter  what  his  education  may  have 
been. 

There  is  another  thing  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. With  all  their  national  feelings,  Southern 
gentlemen  may  be  better  read  in  the  Constitution 


than  we  are— they  watch  it  with  a  closer  vigilance 
than  we  do — as  the  weaker  man  will  watch  the 
movements  of  his  stronger  adversary  with  a  keen 
and  fixed  contemplation.  The  balance  of  power 
we  know  is  not  exactly  even.  But  let  us  alone  in 
the  North— our  eyes  are  upon  you— and  we  regard 
your  rights  much  more  than  you  suppose.  And 
although  you  may  understand  constitutional  ques- 
tions better  than  we  do  in  the  North,  yet,  let  me 
say,  the  North  is  not  leas  patriotic  or  less  national; 
and  though  the  men  of  the  North  may  be  very 
careful  of  their  own  interests,  yet  that  they  will 
show  as  ready  a  hand  and  as  good  a  sword  in  the 
common  defence  as  ever  the  South  can  boast;  that 
they  will  give  their  blood  as  freely  and  come 
up  to  the  line,  if  need  be,  in  the  day  of  battle, 
with  as  little  dodging  as  the  South  or  any  portion 
of  it. 

One  word  in  relation  to  protection.  In  am  not 
in  favor  of  protecting  manufactures;  but  I  will  take 
the  rouble  to  show  what  Mr.  Madison  thought  of 
that  as  a  question  of  right.  I  am  not  going  to  dis- 
cuss the  subject.  I  want  nothing  of  that  kind  be- 
yond what  the  compromise  act  gives  us.  I  have 
not  a  dollar  in  the  manufacturing  interests.  But 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  showing  what  was  Mr. 
Madison's  view  of  the  constitutional  power,  I  will 
read  the  preamble  cf  the  second  law  passed  by 
Congress  in  1789,  and  which  was  draughted  by 
him.    It  is  io  the  following  words: 

"Whereas  tt  is  necessary  for  the  support  of  Government, 
for  the  discharge  of  debts  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the 
encouragement  and  protection  of  manufacturers,  that  du- 
ties be  laid  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises  imported 

Now,  Mr.  Madison  thought  that  the  right  to  pro- 
tect did  exist,  or  he  would  not  have  stated  so  in 
this  law.  My  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisa] 
will  not  gainsay  any  thing  (hat  was  ever  pro- 
claimed by  that  illustrious  man.  And  let  me  say 
that  I  myself  defer  to  hia  authority  the  more 
willingly  because  he  did  not  deal  quite  so  much  in 
abstractions  as  some  gentlemen,  professing  to  be 
his  followers,  do. 

Mr.  Wise,  here  rose,  and  desired  to  know 
whether  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Mon- 
roe] bad  been  educated  in  one  of  the  common, 
school  $  of  the  North? 

Mr.  Monroe  said  he  had  received  precious 
little  education  any  where,  but  he  knev  one 
thing,  that  be  had  lived  too  long  in  the  Sooth  in 
his  early  years  to  have  received  any  thing  like  a 
practical  education. 

Mr.  Wise.  Then  I  have  had  the  advantage  of 
the  gentleman,  for  I  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
tie  N«-rtb. 

Mr.  Monroe.  Then  you  have  had  a  great  ad- 
vantage ever  me  in  having  been  educated  any 
where.  And  this  accounts  for  the  removal  of 
local  prejudices,  the  liberal  feeling,  practical  de- 
ductions and  illustrations  of  my  friend  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise  ]  Though  I  do  not  concur 
in  whr  le  with  his  remarks  the  other  day,  f  confess 
that  I  listened  with  pleasure  to  them,  and  that  I  ac- 
corded my  approbation  to  much  that  fell  from  him. 
And  here  let  me  say  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  publicly  expressed  that  which  I  and  many  of 
our  friends  on  this  floor  in  private  have  de- 
clared. 

I  hope  that  I  shall  not  be  understood  as  in- 
tending, by  any  remarks  I  may 'make  in  relation  to 
the  common  schools  of  the  North,  to  cast  any  re- 
flection upon  my  friends  of  the  South.  However 
much  my  friend  from  Virginia  and  myself  may 
differ  as  to  national  policy,  no  one  will  question 
his  patriotism  and  purity  of  intention;  and  I  take 
p'casare,  and  it  is  due  to  him,  to  say,  that,  what- 
ever may  be  his  difference  of  opinion  with  political 
friend?,  there  is  no  member  on  this  floor  who  has 
more  the  personal  confidence,  respect,  and  good 
feelings  of  this  House,  without  regard  to  party, 
than  the  gentleman  himself. 

I  have  one  word  to  say  in  reply  to  my  colleague 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard  ]  He  has  laid 
down  rather  a  broader  basis  of  action,  in  the  re- 
marks he  made,  than  I  am  willing  to  sanction. 
But  he  was  dealing  only  in  generalities;  and  I  do 
not  doubt  that,  when  he  comes  to  particulars,  he 
and  I  shall  agree  perfectly  well.  There  was  not 
much  of  abstraction,  however,  in  what  he  said- 
there  was  a  straightforward  candor  about  it  that 
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rather  alarmed  me.  I  was  a  Utile  afraid  that  he 
was  letting  oat  rather  more  (ban  General  Harrison 
would  venture  to  confirm.  Bat  my  colleague  can 
make  a  speech  for  himself.  We  shall  be  here,  I 
suppose,  as  we  are  in  New  York — we  shall  have 
much  to  do  to  keep  ourselves  in  power— and  all  we 
can  say  is,  that  we  will  sustain  General  Harrison 
so  long  as  he  is  right.  New  York  will  not  sup- 
port him  if  he  is  in  the  wrong.  She  repudiated  her 
own  son — notwithstanding  State  pride  and  perso* 
nal  good  feeling  could  not  have  rallied  far  short  of 
twenty  thousand  votes  in  his  favor.  1  cast  mine 
against  him  with  much  reluctance.  If  I  could 
have  got  from  him  any  thing  like  the  shadow  of  a 
promise  that  he  would  pat  away  from  him  the  cor- 
rupt men  (I  speak  not  of  his  Cabinet)  who  have 
been  brooght  into  office,  and  who  have  introduced 
into  this  Government  the  abases  and  iniquities 
which  have  so  loog  prevaded  it,  I  would  still  have 
gone  with  him.  1  do  at  the  same  time  believe 
that,  had  the  President  known  the  character  of 
these  men,  there  are  nine  out  of  every  ten  ef  them 
whom  he  would  never  have  appointed.  •  The 
ratio  of  qualification  has  been  reduced  within  ten 
or  twelve  years  more  than  80  per  ctnt.— almost  as 
heavy  a  ratio  as  that  in  which  my  friend's  tobacco 
[Mr.  Taiplbit]  is  taxed  in  France.  And  I  went 
against  Mr.  Yan.  Baren  because  I  believed  that 
the  great  moral  principles  upon  which  this  Govern* 
meat  was  based  could  not  be  sustained  unless  our 
offices  were  filled  with  men  of  talent,  capacity,  and 
honesty.  Sometimes,  to  be  sure,  he  has  appointed 
men  of  talents;  in  other  instances  he  has  jumped 
over  every  the  ordinary  requisites  of  a  common 
school  education ;  and,  in  others,  he  has  appointed 
men  to  take  charge  of  public  concerns  whom  he 
weald  not  have  -entrusted  with  his  own  private 
affairs— men  who  could  not  do  that  which  was 
honest;  for  my  experience  teaches  me  that  if  men 
will  cheat  you  before  they  get  into  office,  they 
are  not  apt  to  let  a  chance  for  doing  so  escape  them 
after. 

My  Colleague  from  New  York  [Mr.  Barnabd] 
has  not  attempted  to  compromit  any  portion  of  this 
House,  but  he  has  laid  down  his  plans  pretty 
broadly;  and  I  have  a  word  to  say  as  to  some  of 
them. 

Mr.  Barnaid  asked  the  gentleman  to  specify 
when,  or  in  what  particular,  he  had  laid  down  too 
broadly. 

Mr.  Monroe.  I  will  go  into  particular*  soon; 
for  instance  as  to  internal  improvements. 

Mr.  Barnard.  I  know  that  in  various  quarters 
of  the  House  some  portion,  and  probably  this  por- 
tion, of  my  remarks  has  been  objected  to,  upon  the 
ground  that  they  were  too  broad — that  I  go  for 
too  much— for  too  much  expenditure.  Now,  if  the 
remarks  I  made  here  should  be  written  out  and 
published,  and  gentlemen  will  do  me  the  justice 
to  look  at  them,  they  will  find  that,  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end,  I  recommended  no  system  of  in- 
ternal improvement  whatever.  1  do  complain  that 
this  Administration  has  abandoned  a  system  of 
weiks,  partly  executed,  in  the  midst,  and  suffered 
them  to  run  into  dilapidation  and  decay.  I  do 
not  contend  that  all  the  wcrks  which  have  been  un- 
dertaken should  be  carried  on;  probably  some  of 
them  should  be  abandoned.  But  none  of  us  sup- 
pose that  all  should  be  abandoned,  and  I  am  in 
favor  of  finishing  those  which  should  not.  I  go 
for  the  improvement  of  harbors  and  rivers;  and 
whenever  the  improvement  of  a  harbor  or  river  is 
conceded  by  the  good  sense  of  the  Government,  as 
well  as  ef  the  whole  country,  to  be  proper,  I  say  it 
should  be  made.  That  is  my  position.  But  I 
took  no  particular  ground.  I  do  not  specify  what 
the  particular  improvements  are,  nor  how  much 
money,  should  be  expended,  ner  any  thing  about 
them. 

I  will  add  that  I  do  not  think  my  friend  and  col- 
league will  ever  find  me  voting  for  a  siogle  harbor 
or'  river  which  he  would  not  himself  go  for. 

Mr.  Mohrob.  The  allusion  1  made  to  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Barnard]  has  answered  one  good 
purpose,  at  least,  in  bringing  him  to  the  floor  to 
explain  his  own  position;  and  I  trust  that  his  ex- 
planation will  quiet  the  conscience  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Black.]    1  hope  it  may 


have  that  effect,  for  he  really  manifested  much 
solicitude  on  the  subject. 

[Mr.  Alford,  of  Georgia,  here  addressed  the 
inquiry  to  Mr.  Monro*:  What  effect  do  you 
think  a  tariff*  on  silks  and  wines  would  have  on  the 
cotton  of  my  region  of  country?] 

Mr.  Monro*.  I  wiU  answer  the  inquiry 
promptly.  My  friend  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Alford] 
endeavored  yesterday  to  get  the  floor,  bat  did  not 
succeed.  I  was  sorry  he  did  not,  because  I  think, 
if  he  had,  it  would  have  saved  me  the  necessity  (of 
taking  it  to-day.  Bat  as  regards  the  effect  which  a 
tax  on  sgks  and  wines  would  have  on  his  cotton, 
I  am  satisfied  that,  with  all  the  ingenuity  which 
Southern  gentlemen  can  bring  to  bear  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  with  all  the  arguments  they  can  pojsibly 
advance,  they  cannot  show  that  it  will  nave  any 
effect  in  reducing  the  price  of  their  cotton  the 
smallest  part  of  a  farthing;  nor  do  I  know  that  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  price.  I 
cannot  see  how  the  thing  is  possible.  Yet  this  I 
will  say,  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
should  succeed  in  obtaining  the  floor,  and  should 
convince  me  that  such  a  tax  would  militate  aught 
against  the  South  or  any  of  its  interests,  I  will  go 
against  it  here  and  elsewhere.  Bat  I  cannot  dis- 
cover how  it  can  be.  I  know  that,  not  having  the 
kind  of  education  peculiar  to  my  friends  of  the 
South,  I  may  be  at  fault  in  these  things.  Bat  I  do 
say/here  in  my  place,  that  a  tax  on  luxuries  seems 
to  me  to  be  the  most  equitable  that  can  be  devised. 
I  speak  of  luxuries  which  the  working-classes  do 
not  use,  and  which  the  wealthy  (I  will  not  say  the 
superior  classes,  for  there  is  no  such  distinction 
made  by  an  American)  do  use.  I  say  luxuries 
ought  to  he  taxed.  Does  a  laboring  man  on  my 
farm  drink  wine  habitually?  No.  Well,  I  do  not 
want  to  put  a  tax  upon  silks  to  prevent  his  wife 
wearing  a  silk  gown;  but  where  his  wife  does  not 
buy  more  than  one  in  a  year,  and  my  family  buy 
ten  or  a  dozen  to  that  one,  I  tax  myself;  I  put  that 
tax  where  it  ought  to  be.  So  with  wines.  When 
the  laboring  man  drinks  no  wine,  and  I  drink 
wine  as  freely  as  I  desire,  I  am  willing  to  pay  for 
it — not  merely  such  an  amount  as  will  pay  the 
importer,  but  such  an  additional  amount  as  will 
bring  revenue  into  the  Treasury,  and  in  some  de- 
gree relieve  the  laboring  class  from  taxation.  If 
you  want  no  more  money — if  your  tariff  is  all 
right — leave  it  so.  But  if  you  do  require  money — 
if  your  tarif  is  not  adequate  to  all  the  indispen- 
sable purposes  of  the  Government,  then  I  say  I 
am  willing  to  tax  any  thing  that  the  South  will 
name;  let  it  be  my  carriage  or  my  horses,  or  what 
itjmay,  I  will  go  with  them.  But  1  think  they  do 
not  treat  us  with  entire  fairness  in  declining  to 
name  any  one  thing  on  which  they  are  willing  a 
tax  should  be  imposed. 

One  word  further.  If  your  revenue  is  exactly 
what  it  should  be  now,  if  you  really  do  not  want 
another  dollar,  I,  for  one,  would  relieve  the  tax 
upon  certain  articles  that  are  now  taxed  and  used 
by  the  laboring  classes,  and  I  would  lay  it,  where 
it  ought  to  be  laid,  upon  luxuries,  even  if  I  wanted 
to  derive  precisely  the  same  revenue  we  have  now, 
and  no  more.  We  have  no  intention  of  interfering 
with  the  compromise  act;  no  man  at  the  Noah  en- 
tertains such  an  idea — I,  at  least,  never  heard  of 
one  who  did.  Every  dictate  of  honor,  every  prin- 
ciple of  justice,  every  feeling  that  should  exist  in 
the  heart  of  an  American,  forbids  it.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  I  say  to  my  friends  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  if  yeu  have  deficient  funds  at  the  present 
to  answer  the  current  wants  of  the  present  year, 
your  duty  is  not  yet  ended;  you  must  not  stop 
there.  You  have  other  objects  to  accomplish;  you 
cannot  suffer  your  country  to  remain  in  the  defence- 
less condition  in  which  she  now  is.  Yon  are  not 
in  a  state  to  meet  a  foreign  foe. .  If  you  do  that 
which,  I  believe,  your  duty  a*  statesman  requires 
you  to  do,  you  will  not  abandon  this  Hall  without 
appropriating  at  least  three  millions  of  dollars  for 
the  increase  of  your  Navy,  and  three  millions  for 
your  fortifications  and  your  harbors.  If  you  have 
enough  for  the  present  moment,  be  assured  you 
have  not  enough  for  the  future.  You  have  been 
fast  asleep  in  all  matters  connected  with  your  Navy, 
your  Army,  your  fortifications,  and  every  thing 
else— as  if  we  never  again  were  to  have  a  war. 


I  have  seem  enotfgh  of  the  politics  of  the  world  for 
the  last  ten  years  to  satisfy  me  that  there  are  yet 
enough  of  bad  passions,  selfish  motives,  and  rest- 
less ambition  to  bring  a  war  upon  as  at  any  mo- 
ment. I  say  its  flames  may  be  kindled  in  a  mo- 
ment; that  we  ought  to  pal  oar  country  in  a  stale 
of  preparation  for  it;,  and  that  we  are  booed  to  do 
so.  I  see,  indeed,  no  prospect  of  war  to-morrow, 
nor  the  next  day,  nor  withinthe  year,  if  you  please; 
bat  there  may  be  soon— there  may  be  in  less  than 
five  years.  There  is  no  wisdom,  there  is  no  policy, 
in  this  slipshod  mode  of  legislating  for  the  coun- 
try— nor  is  there  any  necessity  for  it.  It  is  disre- 
putable, it  is  an  worthy  the  Representatives  of  a 
free  people;  and  I  will  go  for  an  increase  of  the  re- 
venue for  the  purpose  of  patting  oar  coanrry  in  a 
slate  of  defence,  whenever  we  can  do  so  without 
a  violation  of  the  compromise  act.  I  have  no  pre- 
dilection for  being  whipped  by  a  foreign  foe;  bat 
whipped  we  certainly  shall  be  one  of  these  days  if 
a  war  should  come  and  find  us  in  the  defenceless 
condition  in  which  we  now  are.  I  am  no  alarmist 
If  a  war  comes,  I  shall  take  my  chance;  bat  I  amy 
that  we  ought  to  raise  a  revenue  from  some  source 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  our  Army  or  Navy,  and 
our  coast  defences  in  a  proper  condition.  I  am 
not  in  favor  of  an  unnecessary  increase  of  the 
Army,  but  I  wish  to  see  it  in  a  proper  condition;  I 
wish  to  put  our  forts  in  to  a  state  of  defence;  I  wish 
to  build  steam-ships,  to  be  ready  in  case  of  need; 
and,  if  not  needed,  and  they  rot,  why,  supply  their 
places  with  others. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  wish  to  consume  more 
of  the  time  of  the  Committee.  1  have  already 
said  much  more  than  I  intended.  I  will  not  now 
say  any  thing  as  to  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  nor  will  I  enter  into 
any  discussion  upon  the  Florida  war,  and  all  such 
matters.  I  will  conclude  by  saying  thai,  though  I 
know  nothing  of  the  policy  which  General  Hanson 
intends  to  pursue,  yet  I  shall  support  him  and  his 
measures  so  long  as  I  believe  them  to  be  conducive 
to  the  public  good.  I  hope  be  will  take  his  course 
firmly,  aad  with  a  single  eye  to  the  welfare  of  bis 
country.  1  believe  that,  if  Mr.  Van  Buren  had 
done  so — if  he  had  directed  his  attention  more  to 
the  discharge  of  his  doty  to  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws,  and  less  to  his  own  political  prospectt — if 
he  had  looked  more  to  our  foreign  policy  and  less 
to  bis  own  domestic  policy — I  say  I  believe  he 
would  not  now  have  been  called  upon,  by  the  over- 
whelming voice  of  the  freemen  of  this  land,  so 
soon  to  descend  from  his  high  political  station,  i 
trust  his  example  may  serve  as  a  beacon  to  all  who 
may  succeed  him. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

'SPEECH  OF  MR.  WISE, 

OP  VIRGINIA. 
In  the  H*u$e  of  Representatives,  Jomtery  27,  1841— 
On  the  bill  providing  for  an  issue  of  Treasury 
notes. 

Mr.  WISE,  having  obtained  the  floor  on  rbe 
question  to  strike  out  the  enacting  cuune  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
rose  and  said- 
Mr.  Chairman:  Before  I  proceed  to  discuss  me 
question  before  the  committee,  I  be;  leave  to  prove 
a  fact  which  I  stated  the  other  day,  by  the  permission 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Basstird,] 
when  be  had  the  floor,  and  which,  I  am  informed, 
was  contradicted  by  a  member  from  Ohio,  fflfr. 
Duncin,]  when  I  was  not  in  my  seat. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  was  speaking  of 
facts  in  his  possession  going  to  show  that  Ihere  is 
an  unknown,  unliquidated  amount  of  public  debt 
now  outstanding,  and  the  payment  of  which  has 
probably  been  postponed  by  the  present  Adminis- 
tration, to  fall  upon  those  who  are  to  succeed.  As 
corroborating  and  establishing  this  fact,  I  obtained 
the  gentleman's  permission  to  state  that,  daring  the 
last  fall's  political  campaign,  I  bad  put  into  my 
hands  two  circulars,  signed  by  the  superintendent 
of  works  at  Old  Point  Comfort  and  the  Rip  Raps, 
notifying  the  owners  of  slaves  who  were  laborers 
on  those  works  that  these  laborers  would  not  be 
paid  until  the  first  day  of  January  thereafter,  or, 
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perhaps,  not  until  the  tux  day  of  April  next;  and 
further,  that  the  pay  of  the  laborers,  after  a  given 
day,  would  be  Reduced  from  sixty  to  fifty  eeats  per 
diem.  In  verification  of  this  statement  I  now  pro- 
dace,  from  the  Richmond  Whig  of  the  25th  inst. 
the  following  as  a  true  copy  of  the  circulars  I  saw 
addressed  to  different  individual?: 

"Enoinbbr's  Oftioil 
"Old  Point  Comport,  August  18, 1840. 

ffes:  You  are  hereby  informed  that  the  laborers  employed 
on  the  fortifications  in  Hampton  Roads  will  not  be  paid  ootil 
the  let  day  of  January,  or,  should  the  Government  prefer  it, 
until  the  1st  day  of  April  next. 

"You  are  also  Informed  that,  under  the  present  circumstances, 
the  pay  of  the  laborers,  after  the  1st  day  of  September  next, 
will  be  fixed  at  fifty  cents  per  day,  Instead  of  sixty  cents,  which 
is  now  paid  for  them. 

**I  an,  with  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

**R.  E.  Pj  RU9SY.  Lieut.  Col.  Engineers. 

"To  Mr.  Wm.  Jennings,  Hampton.1' 

Two  circulars  like  this,  in  every  word  and 
figure,  were  placed  in  my  hands  at  Hampton,  and 
I  have  one  now,  in  manuscript,  signed  by  this 
same  officer,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  E.  De  Rossy,  who,  I 
am  confident,  would  not  have  issued  such  circu- 
lars without  authority  from  the  War  Department. 
In  -vindication,  sir,  of  that  officer,  I  now  ask  my 
•  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Jones]  whether  he  knowt 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  did  cause  to  be  issued 
authority  for  this  circular? ' 

[Mr.  Joins  of  Virginia  said  that,  after  a  conver- 
sation wiih  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Wise,]  be  (Mr. 
Jonas)  had  called  on  the  Secretary  of  War  to  as- 
certain the  facts  of  the  case;  he  had  expected  that  he 
should,  ere  this,  have  received  a  written  commu- 
nication on  the  subjec';  he  had,  however,  under- 
stood the  Secretary  of  War  to  state  that,  under  the 
power  conferred  upon  the  President  by  the  act  of 
the  last  session,  to  postpone  the  appropriations  for 
fortifications,  6c.  written  instructions  were  given  to 
the  superintendents  of  the  works  from  which  it  was 
proposed  to  wiihhold  the  appropriations,  to  dis- 
charge the  laborers  employed  on  them;  retaining  as 
many  as  might  be  necessary  to  preserve  and  take 
eare  of  a  large  amount  of  perishable  property  be- 
longing to  the  United  States.  That  this  course  was 
rendered  necessary  in  consequence  of  an  appre- 
hended deficiency  in  the  Treasury,  which  would 
put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Department  to  ad- 
vance funds  for  these  objects,  until  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1841,  or  the  1st  of  April;  and  that  the  laborers 
employed  should  have  notice  of  these  instructions, 
as  well  as  the  owners  of  slaves,  where  slaves  were 
employed,  and  that  it  was  at  the  earnest  request  of 
the  laborers  themselves,  that  they  were  allowed  to 
go  on,  with  a  distinct  understanding  that  they 
would  not  be  paid  until  either  the  1st  of  January  or 
the  1st  of  April,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government. 
As  to  the  reduction  of  wagrs,  of  which  his  col- 
league spoke,  he  bad  called  the  attention  of  the 
•  Secretary  to  that  subject  also;  and  his  answer  was, 
that  there  existed  no  good  reason1,  in  his  opinion, 
why  the  persons  employed  on  the  public  works 
should  be  paid  higher  wage*  than  were  received 
by  those  doing  like  service  in  other  places;  and 
that  the  wage?  paid  were  a  full  equivalent  for  the 
'services  perfoimed.] 

Mr.  Wis*.  I  thank  my  colleague  for  his  frank 
answer,  which  confirms  my  statement,  and  shows 
that  Lt.  Col.  R.  E.  De  Russy  had  authority  for  is- 
suing this  circular.  My  object  was  to  show  by  the 
statement  that  there  is  an  outstanding  public  debt — 
unknown,  unliquidated,  unmeasured.  But  I  now 
go  further,  and  say  that  payment  for  work  and  la- 
bor done  and  performed  and  for  goods  furnished  for 
Government  has  been  postponed  without  notice  to 
creditors  before  the  work  was  done,  or  the  goods 
furnished.  I  have  a  witness  on  this  floor  who,  I 
believe,  is  himself  a  public  creditor,  without  notice 
before  the  debt  was  contracted,  to  whom  payment 
has,  in  like  manner,  been  postponed.  I  refer  to 
my  colleague  from  the  Norfolk  district,  [Mr.  Mil- 
lory,]  and  ask  him  to  state  whether  such  be  not  the 
fact. 

[Mr.  Mallort,  in  answer  to  the  call  of  his  col- 
league,  observed  that  the  statement  made  by  Mr. 
Wis*,  save  in  one  particular,  was  substantially 
correct  The  Government  was  not  indebted  to  Mr. 
M.  for  any  thing,  whatever  it  might  be  to  his  neigh- 
bors. The  circular  just  read  to  the  Honee  be 
could  vouch  for,  having  seen  several  last  summer 
in  the  hands  of  his  constituents,  who  were  not  a 
little  surprised  at  the  notice,  but  who,  having  re- 


tained their  slaves  for  the  purpose  of  working  on 
these  fortifications,  had  no  choice  left  but  to  keep 
them  at  home  in  idleness,  or  to  trust  the  United 
States  for  their  wages.  The  officer  superintending 
these  works,  he  well  knew,  bad  not  acted  without, 
instructions  from  headquarters,  and  he  felt  assured 
that  bis  neighbors  bad  made  no  such  application  as 
that  alluded  to  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk  a  few  days  ago.  This 
postponement  proceeded,  doubtless,  from  the  "ffcAt- 
ness  in  the  Treasury,"  to  use  the  words  of  bis  col- 
leagae,  [Mr.  Jones,]  and  to  show  how  great  was 
this  "tightness/  Mr.  M.  stated  that  he  had  been  in- 
formed by  those  in  whom  he  placed  every  reliance, 
that  the  bread  and  meat  furnished  on  Government 
account  to  the  laborers  on  these  works,  was  not 
even  paid  for,  to  say  nothing  of  the  wages  of  these 
men,  which  remained  unpaid  since  August  last. 
But  the  "tightness  in  the  Treasury"  went  even  fur-, 
therthan  this  postponement  of  the  price  of  labor 
and  bread.  'A  bill  of  |9  for  surveying  a  small 
piece  of  land,  purchased  by  the  United  Sates  for 
the  use  of  Port  Monroe,  was  presented,  and  pay- 
ment deferred  for  the  want  of  funds.  This  he  ha1 
from  the  surveyor  himself,  a  few  days  before  leav- 
ing home.  Mr.  M.  said  he  had  been  wont  to  charge 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  per- 
mitting a  habit  of  "looseness"  (as  Mr.  V.  M.  Ga- 
resche  would  say)  to  work  oh  the  Treasury,  but  be 
regretted  this  running  int«>  another  extreme,  which 
had  occasioned  a  tightness  that  greatly  incom- 
moded and  injured  those  in  Government  employ  ] 

Mr.  Wise.  It  matters  not,  sir,  whether  the  post- 
ponement of  payment  was  for  work  done,  or  to  be 
done;  the  work  is  done  by  this  time,  and  the  pay- 
ment it  postponed.  I  have  proved  more  than  all  I 
stated.  I  do  not  usually  attempt  to  prove  my  as- 
sertions. I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  do  it  in  this 
instance,  because  I  am  informed  that  a  communi- 
cation directed  to  the  member  from  Ohio  [Mr* 
Duncin]  from  the  Secretary  of  War  ?eemed  to 
contradict  my  statement. 

[Here  several  gentlemen  said  to  Mr.  Wis«c,  *«No, 
it  is  only  substantially  the  same  as  what  Mr.  Jonts 
says,  which  confirms  your  statement." 

Mr.  Whe  continued.  I  have  never  seen  or 
heard  it,  nor  do  I  care  what  it  contains.  I  should 
not  be  surprised  if  it  contradicted  not  ©nly  my 
statement,  but  the  Hon.  Secretary's  own  statement 
to  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Jones,]  as  well  as  the  fi'es 
of  the  Department  itself.  No  matter  what  is  its 
character  for  veracity,  I  like  not  the  mode  in 
which  it  comes  before  this  committee.  This  is  not 
the  first  time  that,  whilst  a  debate  has  been  pending 
here  or  in  the  House,  the  practice  has  been  pursued 
of  running  off  to  the  Heads  of  Departments  to  get 
written,  unofficial  communications  to  contradict  or 
to  pnzzle  members.  These  Secretaries  had  much 
better  come  at  once,  like  royal  Ministers,  into  the 
Commons,  bndget  in  hand,  where  they  can  be  ca- 
techised and  cross-examined  upon  the  evidence  in 
their  possession,  which  they  may  now  hold  back 
or  reveal  at  will,  as  may  suit  their  purposes  to  con- 
ceal or  disclose.  We  have  bad,  during  the  1a?t 
summer,  an  example  of  how  this  power  has  been 
abused  by  this  same  Secretary.  This  is  a  bad 
practice,  and  ought  to  be  abolished.  I  am  also  in- 
formed that,  in  my  absence  from  my  seat,  the 
member  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Duncan]  made  some  per- 
sonal allusion  to  me:  that  he  said,  after  telling 
some  gentleman  he  had  "gone  off  half  cocked," 
that  (had  perhaps  "fired  before  my  time."  Sir,  it 
matters  not  what  that  member  says  of  me.  I  no- 
tice no  personalties  from  that  quarter.  Some  gen- 
tlemen know,  and  it  is  well  they  do,  that  I  fire  quick, 
and  that  I  hit,  too,  idien  I  fire.  At  all  events,  I  am 
not  one  of  those  old  rusty  fire-locks  which,  without 
flint,  or  usteelinthe  ftrzen,"  are  everlastingly  snap* 
ping,  and  never  fire  I 

Having  cleared  the  decks  of  this  matter  of  fact, 
I  now  proceed  to  the  regular  debate. 

Sir,  I  freely  pardon  my  friend  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Pope]  for  depriving  me  of  the  floor.  I  am 
sure  be  intended  no  injustice  or  disrespect,  and 
would  not  have  insisted  on  his  claim  to  the  floor  if 
he  had  understood  the  case  as  I  did.  He  was,  in- 
dee  1,  from  age,  experience,  and  ability,  entitled  to 
the  precedence  of  me  or  almost  any  other  gentle- 
man in  the  House.    I  am  glad  that  he  preceded  me 


in  debate,  and  that  I  obtained  the  benefit  of  his  en- 
lightened views.  It  is  true,  as  he  says,  that  I  am 
in  debt  to  him  for  his  attention  to  me  on  a  former 
occasion — at  the  called  session,  near  midnight, 
when,  before  I  commenced  a  four  hours*  speech, 
I  invited  gentlemen  to  go  home  and  go  to  bed. 
Nearly  all  accepted  my  invitation  except  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who,  as  he  says, 
'so*  me  out."  And,  sir,  from  that  time  to  this,  I 
have  always  made  it  my  duty  and  my  pleasure,  as 
it  was  to-day,  to  "sit  him  out."  He  always  re- 
minds me  of  this  obligation,  and  I  am  always  fully 
repaid  by  faithfully  observing  it.  Are  we  now 
even  in  compliments?  The  gentleman  nods  assent, 
-and  I  am  satisfied. 

Sir,  though  no*  indisputably  entitled  to  the  floor, 
I  know  not  whether  I  ought  to  occupy  it.  I  am 
physically  unfit  to  talk  in  this  hall  for  two  or  three 
hours.  If  my  own  friends  had  been  content  to 
vote  in  silence,  I  would  have  been  silent  too.  I 
should  much  have  preferred  to  meet  them  like 
brothers  apart  in  caucus,  to  conciliate  our  differ- 
ences, rather  than  to  bring  these  differences  into 
the  collision  of  debate  here. 

I  regret  to  take  the  floor,  loo,  because  I  am  pain- 
ed to  differ  from  any  of  my  friends.  But  ihty 
have  chosen  to  advance  and  defend  their  votes 
and  their  views,  and  have  rendered  it  necessary 
for  me  to  advance  and  to  defend  mine.  If  they 
would  not  remain  silent,  they  must  not  complain  if 
I  speak.  If  they  will  attempt  to  give  impression  to 
public  opinion,  so  mnst  I.  If  they  will  attempt  to 
manufacture  public  sentiment  here  to  affect  those 
coming  into  power,  1  must  in  time  undeceive  those 
who  are  soon  to  become  the  Executive.  If  they 
differ  from  me,  they  most  not  murmur  at  my  dif- 
fering from  them,  especially,  when  no  two  of 
them  have  as  yet  agreed  with  each  other.  If  they 
will  debate  here,  here  I  am  ready  to  meet  them. 

I  regcet,  moreover,  that  I  am  now  compelled  to 
vote  for  this  bill  to  issue  Treasury  notes.  I  shall 
try  to  make  it  as  perfect  as  possible  before  I. do 
vote  for  it,  by  an  amendment  which  I  shall  offer  as 
soon  as  the  pending  motion  is  disposed  of;  bur, 
though  my  amendment  should  fail,  I  will  vote  for 
the  bit!  as  it  h.  I  have  always  voted  against  the 
vanous  bills  heretofore  to  issue  Treasury  notes. 
These  notes  are  objectionable  on  two  important 
grounds.  They  are  too  convenient  an  issue  for  the 
economy  and  republican  simplicity  of  a  Govern- 
ment like  ours.  A  Treasury  note  bill  converts  the 
Government  into  a  factory  of  paper  issues,  and 
makes  it  a  spendthrift  by  too  readily  facilitating 
the  credit  operation  of  giving  a  note,  instead  of  pay- 
ing the  debt.  Again.  By  the  aid  of  this  machinery 
to  engrave  these  images  of  bank  notes,  the  eyes  of 
the  people  are  blinded  to  the  reality  of  a  public 
debt.  I  believe,  as  was  said  by  the  aentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Pope,)  that  many  honest,  ig- 
norant people,  of  late,  took  these  notes  to  be  only 
so  much  paper  money  coined  by  the  sub-Treasury,  and 
they  could  net  be  persuaded  that  this  Administra- 
tion, which  has  been  so  hypocritically  denouncing 
credit  and  a  public  debt,  has  been  all  the  time  it 
has  been  in  power  issuing  only  evidences  of  debt, 
promises  to  pay,  instead  of  that  gold  which  was 
promised.  Treasury  notes  are  a  perfect  bliud  to  a 
public  debt  In  ordinary  times  I  would  prefer  al- 
ways to  negotiate  a  loan,  and  to  apprize  the  people 
honestly  of  a  public  debt  by  advertising  for  a  con- 
tract of  loan.  Such  a  publication  in  the  newspa- 
pers would  call  attention  to  the  condition  of  the 
finances,  and  would  wake  up  the  tax  payers  to  the 
extravagance  of  Government.  Bat  at  this  time, 
and  under  the  present  emergeney,  1  shall  vote  for 
this  bill,  for  three  very  vital  considerations.  I  shall 
vote  for  it — 

1st.  As  the  friend  of  the  coming  Administration,  to 
provide  it  with  the  means  immediately  necessary  to 
cairy  on  the  Government  until  the  next  regular  ses- 
sion of  Congress  in  December. 

aid.  To  prevent  a  called  session  of  Congress. 

3d.  To  prevent,  daring  the  present  year,  a  pre- 
mature revision  of  the  compromise  tariff  act,  a  pre- 
mature agitation  of  the  National  Bank  question, 
and  to  prevent  the  passage  of  a  law  at  any  time  to 
empty  an  empty  Treasury  of  the  revenue  derived  from 
the  public  lands  to  make  a  prefect  for  ifterceajtiajr  the 
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tariff',  or  to  increase  the  tariff  to  make  a  pretext  for  die- 
erwuting  the  revenue  from  lands. 

These  several  reasons  I  propose  to  discuss  in 
limine.  To  discuss  them  as  I  hare  considered 
them,  on  mature  deliberation. 

I  say,  sir,  first, "«  •  friend  ef  the  coming  Adwti- 


Would  any  one  have  supposed  three  months  ago, 
when  I  was  seen  bearing  the  heat  and  burden  of 
the  late  election  campaign— six  years  ago,  when, 
from  that  time  to  this,  I  have  been  bearing  the 
brant  of  the  colossal  tyranny  of  the  two  last  Ad- 
ministrations— that  /—/  should  b<ave,  two  months 
before  the  next  Administration  comes  in — when  all 
the  energies  I  exerted  to  bring  it  in  are  not  yet  re- 
laxed— to  defend  myself  against  the  imputation  of 
not  being  its  friend? 

(Here  Mr.  Stanly  said  across,  'There  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  you  to  do  that,"] 

Mr.  Wise.  One  of  my  friends  says  there  is  no 
necessity  for  such  a  defence.  I  know  there  is  not 
with  those  who  know  me.  But  there  are 
many  who  do  not  know  me.  Some  foe-friend  or 
friend-foe  may  know  perhaps  that  General  Harri- 
son himself  does  not  know  me;  and  I  will  show 
that  there  is  a  necessity  for  this  defence. 

In  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  19  th  instant, 
containing  a  letter  from  Washington,  dated  the  14th 
instant,  is  the  following  significant  quere: 

"Would  70a  be  rarprieed  to  find  Wise  among*  the  opponents 
of  the  new  Administration!  J  hinge  more  improbable  than 
thla  hare  occurred.  He  ia  in  a  terrible  rage  at  the  proapect  of 
Hire's  election." 

This,  sir,  is  the  insidious  and  false  dealing  of  the 
foe.  This  was  to  be  expected  from  this  quarter, 
and  to  show  bow  little  this  source  of  slander  knew 
about  me  or  my  acts,  I  hare  only  to  appeal  to  my 
friends  in  the  Virginia  Legislature,  who  did  me  the 
honor  to  consult  with  me  on  the  subject,  to  prove 
that,  so  far  from  my  being  "in  a  terrible  rage  at 
the  prospect  of  Mr.  Rtves's  election."  1  advised 
those  who  bad  ever  once  voted  for  him  to  vote  for 
his  election  again;  and  that,  too,  upon  the  express 
ground  that  it  would  be  seeming  treachery  In  the 
Whig  party  now  not  to  elect  him,  at  the  same  time 
declaring,  however,  that,  never  having  voted  for 
his  election  myself,  /  never  would,  if  I  were  in 
the  Legislature;  no,  not  "until  the  cows  came 
home.1' 

But  this  imputation  of  my  being  a  renegade  did 
not  originate  with  my  old  political  foes  alone.  My 
real  friends  have  told  me  that  some  Whig*  had  be- 
gan to  feign  to  feel  a  suspicion.  That  some  "busy 
bodies,"  no  doubt  with  the  deepest  interest  in  me, 
have  been  whispering  the  inuendo,  "He  is  erratic, 
and  dejights  in  opposition;  no  wonder  if  he  is  soon 
against  us!**  Sir,  let  me  inform  men  friends  that 
they  are  seen  and  known.  Once  for  all,  I  pro- 
nounce the  charge  that  I  am  not  a  sincere  and  de- 
voted friend  of  the  coming  Administration — no 
matter  whether  it  be  made  by  a  Loco  Foco,  from 
motives  of  policy  to  drive  me  into  his  own  mino- 
rity for  vengeance  sake  on  account  of  the  past,  or 
by  a  malicious  Whig  hypocrite,  to  destroy  an  in- 
fluence, much  or  little,  in  the  way  of  his  own 
preferment  in  future— «  base  and  unfounded  slan- 
der. 

This  much  I  feel  constrained  to  say — not  to  se- 
cure a  personal  benefit  or  to  prevent  a  personal  in- 
jury, but  to  relieve  my  arguments,  my  counsel,  and 
my  course  with  my  party  from  an  unjust  prejudice. 
Let  him  who  doubts  whether  /  am  a  friend  of  the 
Whig  cause  and  of  a  Whig  Administration,  stand 
up  and  show  his  race!  L»t  me  see  whether  he  is 
one  who  has,  during  an  eight  years'  war,  been  side 
by  side  with  me  in  the  forlorn  hope  against  the 
hosts  of  spoilers,  or  whether  he  is  one  of  those 
"eleventh  hour"  men  who  have  come  into  the  Whig 
ranks  just  in  time  to  share  the  spoils.  Let  me  see 
his  stripes,  his  persecutions,  his  toils,  and  his 
sufferings  and  sacrifices,  and  compare  them  with 
mine,  and  then  I  can  tell  whether  As  be  a  better 
Whig  than  Jem. 

Sir,  who  baa  the  right  to  question  my  being  a 
Whig?  Who — what  one  man  is*t  who  claims  to 
be  lac  Whig  party,  with  power  to  excommuuicaie 
me?  I  think  I  have  the  right  to  claim  to  be  the 
Whig  party  as  much  as  any  other  one  man  in  the 
ranker  and  gentlemen  had  better  beware  lest  they 
be  mekunhed  themselves  before  they  unchurch  me. 


One  of  the  richest  fruits  of  our  la'e  triumph  is,  I 
hope,  the  restoration  of  perf  tot  freedom  of  thought  and 
independence  of  action.  1  do  not  admit  that  I  am 
acting  contrary  to  my  party;  but  if  gentlemen  op- 
posed to  me  are  the  party,  let  me  tell  them  at  once 
that  I  will  submit  to  no  party  dictation.  If  the 
"screws"  are  to  be  applied  so  soon,  they  will  find 
one  Saul  "kicking  against  the  pricks" — especially 
at  this  time,  before  the  Preside  at  elect  has  even 
reached  the  metropolis,  and  before  I  know  that  be 
will  approve  of  a  single  line  of  policy  which  some 
seem  so  anxious  to  prescribe  for  him.  Who  here 
undertakes  to  speak  for  himl  He  will  speak  for 
himsetf,sir,  and  may  agree  with  me,  and  differ  with 
gentlemen.  In  what  sort  of  a  predicament  will 
they  be  then?  Who,  then,  will  be  the  party?  With 
those  very  gentlemen  themselves,  sir,  /  will  be  apt 
to  be  the  party  then,  and  nine  out  of  ten  of  them 
will  acknowledge  that  I  am  right,  and  they  are 
wrong. 

Sir,  that  there  was  a  great  variety  of  opinions 
in  the  Whig  party  was  known  before  the  election. 
That  party  was  the  opposition,  and  the  opposition 
always  unites  discordant  materials.  The  party  in 
power  alone  can  amalgamate  its  friends  into  one 
mass  of  sentiment  and  feeling.  A  party  coming 
into  power  usually,  in  taking  its  direction  of  poli- 
cy, dissatisfies  a  portion  of  those  who  brought  it  in, 
sloughs  them  off,  and  forms  new  allies  from  old- 
opponents  to  supply  the  defection.  This  was  the 
case  with  the  party  which  brought  General  Jack- 
son into  power.  He  gained  friends  from  among 
old  Federalists  faster  than  he  lost  Republicans,  who 
placed  him  in  the  Presidency.  This  is  not  the  first 
time  I  have  been  in  a  large  majority,  and  it  was 
not  until  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  Andrew 
Jackson  that  I  departed  from  him,  after  the  bad 
company  had  increased  too  strong  for  my  taste 
around  the  throne.  Doring  the  late  contest  I 
urged  "a  union  of  the  Whigs."  I  do  so  still.  I 
desire  nothing  so  much  as  general  and  frequent 
consultation — caucus  consultation,  if  you  will, 
among  ourselves,  to  settle  the  points  upon  which 
we  agree,  and  to  "agree  to  disagree"  on  those  vexed 
questions  which  we  ought  to  avoid.  Before  the 
election  it  made  no  difference  with  me,  sir,  whether 
yon  were  a  Republican  Whig,  a  National  Republi- 
can, or  a  Nullifies  To  each  I  gave  the  hand  of 
fellowship  cordially,  and  united  heartily  with  all  to 
pull  down  a  rotten  dynasty,  worse  than  any  which 
can  be  established.  We  knew  our  differences  be- 
forehand, and  each  took  the  chance  of  his  faith  and 
his  policy  becoming  the  prevailing  faith  and  policy 
with  the  new  Administration.  Believing  General 
Harrison  to  be  a  Republican  of  the  old  school,  as  I 
believe  still,  and  shall  not  believe  otherwise  until 
he  himself  undeceives  me,  I  united  with  all  my 
energy  and  all  my  zeal  to  put  him  into  place  and 
power.  Indeed,  if  I  had  known  he  was  not  of  my 
faith— if  I  had  expected  to  oppose  his  Administra- 
tion the  moment  after  be  goes  into  power,  still  I 
would  have  supported  him  against  the  present 
"powers  that  be,"  because  "the  country  might  be 
benefited  and  could  not  be  wonted."  But,  sir,  I 
knew  that,  after  he  came  in,  there  would  be  a  race 
between  his  different  supporters  as  to  whose  faith 
and  policy  should  be  pursued.  I  did  not  expect 
that  race  to  start  before  the  inauguration,  but  it  has 
began.  I  would  have  avoided  it  so  soon,  forever 
if  I  could,  but  it  is  on  the  track,  and  the  contest 
must  be  encountered.  If  one  set  of  friends  are 
busy  to  engraft  their  creed  upon  the  Administra- 
tion stock,  so  must  the  others  be,  unless  they  mean 
to  desert  their  principles  and  to  be  merged  in  what 
will  soon  get  to  be  called — "the  party."  I  will  not 
desert  my  principles,  sir,  and  will  do  all  in  my  pow- 
er to  advance  their  pre-eminence  over  all  others. 
Gentlemen  must  pardon  me  for  this  position,  when 
I  have  caught  them  slr&t  in  precisely  the  same  act. 
Neither  of  uecan  say  as  yet  which  it  "the  faett" 
until  the  President  himself  arrives  and  dees/dee  between 
«f. 

I  am  myself,  sir,  in  favor  of  the  Republican  po- 
licy. There  is  no  prefix  to  my  political  name— it 
has  neither  "National"  or  "State  Righto"  attached, 
but  is  simply  "Republican."  Mr.  Madison  has 
ever  been  the  model  of  statesmen  with  me,  and  I 
am  content  to  follow  his  examples  of  wisdom  and 
virtue.  And,  sir,  I  will  proceed  to  tell  yon  what  icon- 


ceive  one  of  the  Republican  tenets  to  be.  One 
daily  which  1  shall  expect  the  President  to  observe 
is,  that  he  will  not  be  ruled  eye  party.  A  repeal  it, 
that  1  shall  expect  km  not  to  bt  ruled  by  a  party!  if 
he  if,  the  country  will  be  misruled,  as  it  has  been  for 
twelve  years  past. 

Sir,  the  late  contest  resulted  precisely  as  I  desired 
it.  One  of  the  greatest  achievements  of  the  vic- 
tory is,  that  it  was  not  a  party  triumph.  It  was  a 
great  and  glorious  national  triumph.  Gentlemen 
of  the  party  in  power  wonder  how  they  were  de- 
feated. They  are  astonished  at  the  number  of 
votes  polled — at  the  increase  of  votes  approaching 
nearly  one  million.  Sir,  I  can  tell  them  the  reason 
of  this:  there  is  in  this  country  a  corps  do  reserve  of 
wisdom,  virtue,  and  sterling  worth  and  patriotism, 
who  do  not  osuall^  mingle  in  the  excitement  of 
politics — who  avoid  the  dust  of  the  eketioneering 
arena,  and  who  only  come  up  to  the  help  of  the 
nation,  to  the  rescue  of  the  country,  when  there  is 
a  crisis  of  real  danger.  That  crisis  had  come,  and 
this  corps  of  moral  power  stepped  forth  and  de- 
cided the  struggle.  Old  men,  whether  aristocrats 
or  poor,  who  had  not  been  seen  at  the  polls  for 
twenty  years,  came  forth— the  old,  young,  lame, 
halt,  blind,  rich  and  poor,  of  all  classes  and  condi- 
tions— who  had  been  merely  looking  on  at  the  po- 
liticians, and  taking  no  part  with  than,  bnt  observ- 
ing the  events  and  the  tendencies  of  causes  only, 
heretofore — ill  alike  feeling  the  pressure  of  neces- 
sity, the  call  for  action— all  by  the  impulse  of  pa- 
triotism, not  of  party,  sprang  forward  to  esse,  to 
preserve,  and  relieve  our  people  and  their  institu- 
tions This,  sir,  this  was  the  grace  and  gladness 
and  glory  of  the  late  contest  for  the  Presidency. 
What  then  is  the  duty  of  the  President  elect?  It  is 
to  be  President  of  the  notion*  hot  of  a  party!  Yes, 
sir,  to  be  President  of  the  Loco  Pecos  themselves 
— to  be  their  servant  as  well  as  the  servant  of 
Whigs — a  benefactor  and  blessing  to  all,  to  the 
whole  country.  So  to  be  President  that  even  those 
who  voted  against  him  shall  exclaim — "It  is  good 
for  us  to  have  such  a  man  elected,  and  for  the  Re- 
publicans to  succeed!" 

Some  gentleman  whispers  that  I  "expect  too 
much  from  the  President." 

[Here  Mr.  Masobj  of  Ohio  rose  and  said,  "No, 
too  much  from  Government  /"] 

Mr.  Wise.  No;  I  reverse  the  maxim  of  "the 
Government."  I  will  expect  every  thing,  and  the 
nation  must  never  imagine  tbat  we  can  expect  loo 
much  from  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  their  rulers. 
The  very  expectation,  sir,  will  exalt  and  qualify 
them  to  meet  our  highest  hopes.  Now  the  experi- 
ment is  to  be  tried,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  the  only 
experiment  of  the  new  Administration,  whether  a 
pure  and  virtuous  and  enlightened  Administration 
—looking  alone  to  the  country  and  its  kmisuse,  not 
its  politics — will  be  sustained  by  popular  favor. 
Sir,  I  hope  to  see  that  experiment  made,  and  to  see 
it  successful.  Nothing  short  of  its  success  can 
save  ibis  country  from  the  fatal  end  of  ail  Repub- 
lics. I  desire  to  see  General  Harrison,  e\bore  all 
things,  imitate  that  godlike  virtue  of  Washington, 
which  advised,  and  consulted  with,  and  took  cewascl 
from  good  men  of  all  parties  and  all  creeds — 
which  heard  and  compared  the  opinions  of  all  the 
good  and  the  great  in  the  land — which  had  a 
Hamilton  and  Jefferson  both  in  the  Cabinet,  and 
consulted  both— and  which,  after  weighing  and  re- 
flecting profoundly,  decided  firmly  and  without 
shrinking  from  responsibility.  Believing  that  he 
will  hear  all,  govern  all,  be  the  President  of  ail- 
that  he  possesses  the  virtues  which  qualify  him  10 
govern  and  to  fill  the  office  for  which  I  was  and 
am  ait  friend — I  shall  vote  to  entrust  nun  with  the 
means  immediately  and  absolutely  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  Government,  after  the  4th  of  March, 
until  the  next  regular  session  of  Congress. 

And  now,  sir,  I  have  a  word  to  say  to  the  friends 
of  the  Administration  yet  in  power.  Yon  should 
do  as  you  have  been  done  by.  Yoa  should  in  goacT 
faith  assist  in  providing  those  means  for  the 
ing  Administration  which  you  have  for  years 
providing  for  yourselves.  It  is  policy  in  yoa  to 
so,  or  the  blame,  if  any,,  will  fall  on  your  majoriny 
in  both  Houses  of  the  present  Congress, 
have,  since  September,  1837,  pasted  no  less 
four,  and  this  will  be  five,  Treasury  note  mils  hi 
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enable  you  from  time  to  time  to  get  along,  and  you 
ought  to  leave  your  opponents  no  excuse  for  any 
extraordinary  measures  to  meet  emergencies,  by 
extending  liberally  the  provision*  of  this  act  to 
your  successors.  v 

By  the  act  of  October,  1837,  you  authorized  Pre- 
sident Van  Buren  to  cause  to  be  issued  ten  millions 
of  Treasury  notes,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  Govern- 
ment lequired,  of  denominations  not  less  than  fifty 
dollars,  with  a  limitation  of  one  year.  This  power 
ceased  on  the  31st  December,  1838. 

By  the  act  of  May,  1838,  you  authorized  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  President,  to  issue  Treasury  no'ea,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  act  of  October,  1837,  in  place  of 
such  notes  as  had  been,  under  said  act,  paid  into 
the  Treasury  and  cancelled. 

By  the  act  of  March,  1839,  you  extended  the 
two  former  acts,  as  to  the  remainder  of  Treasury 
notes,  dec  to  June,  1839. 

B?  the  act  of  Marcb,  1840,  you  renewed  the  act 
of  October,  1837,  and  the  subsequent  acts,  and 
gave  authority  to  issue  Treasury  notes  in  lieu  of 
others  thereafter  or  before  redeemed,  but  not  to  ex- 
ceed ia  the  amount  outstanding  at  any  one  time  the 
aggregate  of  Jive  million*.  And  this  act  continues 
until  March  31st  next. 

And  you  now  propose  by  the  pending  act,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  power  to  keep  five  millions  outstand- 
ing under  the  act  of  1840,  to  issue  five  millions 
more  at  any  one  time  for  one  year  after  the  pas- 
sage ot  the  bill. 

Now,  suppose  this  act  to  pass  to-day,  what  will 
be  its  effect?  Wby,  sir,  from  now  until  the  31st 
day  of  March,  this  act  being  cumulative  upon  the 
act  of  1840,  there  will  be  a  power  to  keep  outstand- 
ing, under  the  two  acts,  at  any  one  time,  the  sum 
oi  ton  millions  o(  dollars.  AjUr  that  period,  the 
31st  of  March,  five  millions  only  caa  be  kept  out- 
standing at  one  time.  The  effect  is,  that  you  will 
have,  for  the  remnant  of  your  days  in  power,  the 
doable  power,  or  the  power  under  two  acts,  to  is- 
sue five  millions;  the  power,  in  a  word,  to  issue 
ten  million?,  and  the  coming  Administration  will 
have  the  same  power  only  to  the  31st,  from  the  4th 
of  March;  and  may  not,  indeed,  have  any  power 
at  all  to  issue  a  Treasury  note  before  the  act  of 
1840  expires,  in  case  yoa  choose  to  issue  the  full 
ten  millions,  and  to  leave  that  amount  outstanding 
when  you  go  out. 

The  law,  then,  as  proposed,  is  unequal.  It  does 
not  do  as  you  would  be  done  by.  I  therefore  pro- 
pose, when  the  pending  question  is  disposed  of,  to 
submit  an  amendment,  providing  that,  if  the  sum 
of  five  millions,  or  less,  ba  issued  under  this  act 
prior  to  the  4th  day  of  March,  1841,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  of  five  millions,  or  less,  authorized  to  be 
issued  under  the  act  of  1840  and  prior,  acts,  then 
the  President  may,  after  the  31ht  day  of  March, 
1841,  cause  to  be  issued  a  like  sum  of  five  mil- 
lions or  less,  ia  addition  to  the  sum  authorized  to 
be  outstanding  at  any  one  time  under  this  act. 

This  will  place  both  Administration?,  as  to 
means,  on  precisely  the  same  footing.  I  have  sub- 
mitted this  amendment  to  the  consideration  of  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Jones,]  and  at  the  proper  time  I 
shall  propose  it.  I  hope  it  will  not  meet  with  any 
opposition  from  him. 

[Mr.  Joncs  of  Virginia  said  he  would  take  the 
occasion  to  state  that  it  was  not  expected  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  more  than  one  mil- 
lionof  dollars  would  be  used  before  the  4ih  of  March; 
the  greater  proportion  of  which  would  be  required 
to  pay  pensions  which  will  fall  due  after  the 
3d  of  March.  It  will  not,  therefore,  be  required 
to  meet  liabilities  falling  upon  this  Administration, 
but  upon  that  which  is  (o  succeed  it;  so  that  Gene- 
rml  Harrison's  Administration  will  have  the  fall 
benefit  of  five  millions  of  dollars  for  one  year  after 
the  3d  of  March.  A  similar  bill  was  deemed  ne- 
cessary for  the  present  Administration,  under  like 
circumstances,  at  the  commencement  of  the  last 
year;  and  Mr.  J.  considered  it  just  and  proper  now 
to  make  a  similar  provision.] 

Mr.  Wisa.  I  fear  there  will  be  outstanding  debts, 
not  now  estimated,  which  will  more  than  make  up 
far  all  that  this  Administration  will  have  to  pay  for 
the  next.  At  all  events,  sir,  with  my  amendment 
to  tip  bill,  I  am  quite  confident  thai  this  bill  will 
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provide  means  sufficient  to  meet  all  immediate 
wants  and  demand*,  and  to  supply  for  a  time  the 
deficiency  in  the  Treasury.  We  are  told  that  this 
deficiency  is  very  gieat.  I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  it  is 
fully  as  great,  if  not  greater,  than  gentlemen  cal- 
culate. But  we  can  never  know  what  this  deficien- 
cy is  until  we  get  into  power  and  have  surveyed 
the  wreck.  Then  we  shall  see.  Now  we  have  not 
the  data  upon  which  to  contradict  the  statement  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  I  shall  not  now 
attend  to  discuss  either  the  causes  or  the  ex- 
tent of  thi6  deficiency.  There  is  a  deficien- 
cy, though,  to  some  extent;  and  we  cannot 
resort  to  a  loan — we  cannot  resort  to  a  tariff 
—and  certainly  gentlemen  will  not  resort  to  distri- 
bution of  the  revenue  for  supplies  immediately  need- 
ed. I  know  of  no  other  plan  of  immediate  supply 
besides  an  ample  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  as  pro- 
posed by  this  bill. 

[Here  the  committee  rose.] 
►  ■ 

Thursday,  January  28, 1841. 

After  alluding  to  some  matters  touching  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Virginia  Senator,  now  inserted  at  to*  pro- 
per place  in  the  first  day's  remarks,  Mr.  Wise  pro- 
ceeded. 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  wound  up  yesterday  one  branch 
of  discussion,  or,  rather,  concluded  one  reason  for 
supporting  this  bill.  1  told  the  committee  I  should 
vote  for  this  bill  as  a  friend  of  the  coming  Ad- 
ministration, to  provide  it  with  the  means  to  get 
along,  and  1  would  place  it,  as  to  mean.*,  on  the 
same  footing  with  those  now  in  power.  1  admit- 
ted there  is  a  deficiency,  and  contended  that  Trea- 
sury notes  are  the  only  means  of  immediately  sup- 
plying it. 

I  now  proceed  to  my  second  reason  for  supporting 
this  bill. 

2d.  To  prevent  an  extra  w«i<m.— The  effect  of  this 
bill,  if  it  pass  with  proper  amendments,  must  be  to 
obviate  all  necessity,  and  to  strip  gentlemen  of  all 
excuses  and  pretences  for  that,  to  me,  dreadful  called 
session! 

Sir,  I  have  an  instinctive  dread,  inspired  by  expe- 
rience, of  an  extra — a  called  session.  I  venture  to 
assert— and  I  appeal  to  the  sagacious  of  the  party 
to  confirm  the  opinion— that  the  called  session  of 
1837  did  more  than  any  other  ten  acts  to  overthrow 
the  present  dynasty.  [Here  several  members  of  the 
Van  Buren  party  nodded  assent  ]  1  believe,  I  am 
certain,  that,  if  tried  again,  it  will  be  fraught  with 
mischief  to  the  Whig  party  from  disappointment 
to  the  whole  country.  As  a  Whig,  and  as  a  friend 
to  General  Harrison,  I  deprecate  it  as  a  fruitful 
source  of  agitation,  contention,  confusion,  error, 
and  ruin.  Mr.  Van  Buren  struck  on  this  unwise 
txpedient  with  the  most  calamitous  results.  He 
found  the  public  mind,  after  the  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payments,  in  a  restless  and  dissatisfied  state,  the 
finances  in  a  wretched  condition,  commerce  decay- 
ing or  dead,  and,  instead  of  breasting  the  storm,  be 
yielded  to  his  fears,  and  called  Congress  to  relieve 
him.  What  was  the  resuh?  Congress  did  nothing* 
and  he  lost  public  confidence;  when,  if  be  bad 
shown  nerve ;  if  ha  had  taken  upon  himself  doe 
responsibility;  if  he  had  summoned  caution  and 
courage,  instead  of  Congress,  to  his  relief,  he  wonld 
have  gone  through  with  all  the  difficulties  which 
surrounded  him. 

Why  is  a  called  session  always  dangerous?  Be* 
cause,  sir,  your  very  proclamation  admits  your 
weakness,  and  that  weakness  is  ever  increased  by 
the  fears  and  alarm  it  creates  ia  si  me,  and  by  the 
too  high  expectations,  which  are  sure  to  be  disap- 
pointed, it  excites  in  others.  No  captain  must,  as 
long  as  he  can  possibly  avoid  it,  admit  a  doubt  or  a 
danger  to  his  crew  or  his  passengers.  If  he  trem- 
bles, or  throws  up  his  command  to  any  other  man, 
in  the  midst  of  difficulty  or  danger,  he  disqualifies 
him&elf,  and  justly  thiows  away  the  confidence  in 
him  upon  which  alone  he  can  rely  in  any  emer- 
gency for  success.  Mr.  Van  Buren's  called  session 
did  nothing  and  lost  all;  and  so  it  will  be  with  us  if 
we  "follow  in  his  footsteps." 

Sir,  the  state  of  the  public  mind  and  the  state  of 
the  times  are  both  inauspicious  to  a  called  session. 
What  are  they? 

I  remarked  yesterday,  air,  that  the  country  could 
not  expect  too  much  froqa  the  wisdom,  virtue,  and 


patriotism  of  rulers;  that  we  ought  to  expect  every 
thing  from  men  placed  in  the  highest  seats  of  public 
trust  and  confidence.  But,  sir,  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  expecting  too  much  from  measures.  Wa 
may  expect  too  much  relief,  or  relief  too  impatiently 
and  too  soon,  fro  n  the  widest  policy  of  Government. 

The  expectations  of  the  people  for  immediate, 
sudden  relief  are  too  high  already.  They  cannot 
be  realized  by  the  wisdom  of  man.  Team  are  the 
days  of  nations.  Soon  in  the  history  of  Government 
is  long  remote  in  the  life  of  an  individual,  and  there 
is  not  ono  individual  in  a  thousand  who  reflects 
upon  this  truth  so  essentially  necessary  to  be  well 
understood  and  impressed,  to  fortify  confidence  in 
any  policy,  and  to  secure  it  a  patient  waiting  for  its 
results  to  be  developed  before  it  either  be  con- 
demned or  approved.  No  remedy  on  earth  ia 
worth  a  farthing  without  the  aid  of  the  great  reno- 
vator-—Nature's  own  physician— the  vis  medics-' 
trix  natures !  The  quack,  sir,  always  relies  upon, 
the  nostrum — the  pill  er  powder  is  every  thing  with) 
empiricism;  but  the  regular  faculty,  the  secundum 
•ariem  doctor,  sir,  expects  most  from  Nature's  own 
power  to  restore  herself,  and  nothing  without  her 
aid — ar  rather  expects  to  give  no  relief  but  from 
aiding  the  laws  of  Nature.  If  you  violate  these 
laws,  counteract  or  exceed  them,  or  hasten  them 
beyond  their  own  course,  you  kill  the  patient,  sir  I 
The  public  expectation  is  already  doing  that  dan* 
gerous  thing;  the  stimulus  is  too  high.  The  peo- 
ple are  for  the  cautery,  the  knife,  the  severest  dras- 
tics, or  astringents.  I,  sir,  am  for  Haw— time  for 
Nature  to  restore  a  weak  patient  too  delicate  to  be 
tampered  with,  and  for  good  nursing.  Any  sort  of 
violent  treatment  will  now  throw  this  country  again 
into  spasms,  after  being  much,  very  much  wea* 
kened  too  by  previous  convulsions.  Instead  of 
soothing  and  allaying  excitement  as  we  ought,  gem* 
tlemen  propose  to  raise  expectations,  already  too 
high,  still  higher,  and  to  add  fuel  to  a  fire  which 
threatens  to  consume  us.  The  feverishness  of  the 
public  mind  ought  to  be  allayed.  Neither  stimulus 
nor  depletion  is  required;  either  will  be  deadly,  the 
nation  needs  repose.  Time—a  pause  is  required 
for  a  safe  and  radical  change  of  policy.  The  a£* 
fairs  of  a  nation  cannot  be  managed  in  a  day,  like 
the  affairs  of  the  nursery. 

If  there  be  a  special  session,  it  will  be  looked  to 
for  a  cure  of  all  evils.  Every  thing  will  be  expect* 
ed  from  it.  And  what,  if  nothing  should  hs  dens? 
Is  it  not  certain  that  nothing  could  be  done  to  meet 
the  general  expectation  for  immediate  and  almost  mi- 
raculous relief?  Sir,  the  state  of  the  times  is  obviously 
opposed  to  an  operation  of  the  wisest  measures,  even 
if  they  be  adopted  at  a  called  session  this  year. 
What  is  our  present  condition?  The  present  Admi- 
nistration goes  out  leaving  a  perfect  wreck  behind* 
The  commerce  of  the  country  is  wrecked — the 
finances  of  the  Government  are  deranged  and  bank* 
rupt — the  whole  monetary  affairs  of  the  nation  m 
dilapidation  and  ruin— a  large  balance  of  foreign 
debt  unpaid — the  States  groaning  under  two  hun- 
dred millions  of  debt — the  Federal  Government  is- 
suing Treasury  notes— domestic  debts  unsafe  and  a 
difficulty  of  collecting  them— distress  pervading  all 
classes— confidence  in  trade  destroyed — the  capital* 
ists  hoarding — the  debtor  classes  under  the  hammer 
—exchanges  high  and  unequal — ne  uniform  cur- 
rency—and the  banks  attempting,  in  the  midst  of 
danger,  distress,  and  distrust,  to  resume  specie  pay* 
meats,  many  of  them  under  very  doubtful  circum- 
stances of  solvency  I  Such  is  our  condition.  And 
yet  gentlemen,  without  waiting  for  further  deve- 
lopments of  new  causes  or  effects,  are  for  rushing 
upon  measures  the  very  nature  of  which  must  in- 
crease the  pressure  of  the  times.  An  increase  of 
the  tariff  must  immediately  add  to  the  derange- 
ment ot  commerce— a  distribution  must  add  to  the 
deficiency  of  the  Treasury— a  national  bank  moat 
cause  a  still  greater  and  more  caustic  contract  on. 
There  never  was  a  time  when  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments  or  the  creation  of  a  national  bank 
did  not  produce  contraction  and  pressure,  and  there 
never  will  be.    What  would  both  at  once  not  do? 

Gentlemen  must  reflect  that  aU  of  their  measures 
are  to  be  set  in  operation  at  once— they  are  all  in 
"fieri"— all  to  begin  dt  novo.  Is  it  not  likely  that 
some  of  them  would  fail  to  pass,  or,  if  passed, 
would  fall  of  their  ends?    Then,  if  *****£,  or 
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wring,  be  done,  or  disaster  be  the  first  effect  of  right 
measures,  even  of  a  called  session,  who  of  those 
bow  contending  for  the  authorship  of  measures 
would  then  contend  foe  the  authorship  of  the  mis- 
chief to  the  party  er  the  country?  Who>  would  as- 
sume so  boldly  to  be  answerable  to  the  bitter  die* 
appointment  of  the  people  ?  Sir,  that  is  the  worst  of 
all  popular  feelings  to  contend  with— the  disappoint- 
ment  of  the  people!  You  cannot  reason  with  it — 
must  overthrow  you,  sir,  if  you  incur  and  encoun- 
ter it.  It  wreaks  vengeance,  sir,  as  biting  as  it  is 
bitter,  no  matter  whether  it  be  just  or  unjust.  The 
Government,  sir,  is  a  mammoth  concern,  and  should 
move  slowly  in  developing  its  measures— the  deve- 
lopment of  measures  should  wait  awhile  the  deve- 
lopment of  events.  You  should  see  whether  these 
banks  can  maintain  their  efforts  to  resume.*  You 
should  wait  and  see  how  many  of  them  will  fail. 
You  should  wait  until  a  restoration  of  confidecce 
revives  trade,  and  credit,  and  currency.  If 
you  do  nothing  at  a  called  session,  there  will  be 
disappointment.  If  you  do  something,  and  distress 
continues,  as  it  likely  will,  there  will  be  disappoint- 
ment. It  you  do  nothing,  or  something,  good  or 
had,  and  disasters  follow,  you  will  be  destroyed. 
Then  you  must,  for  a  called  session  to  be  successful, 
be  ctrtero—there  must  be  no  doubt — you  must  be 
certain  to  do  the  Vtgtt  thing,  to  adopt  exactly  thevigkt 
measure,  whatever  it  be,  which  roust  be  followed 
immediately  by  the  right  and  desirable  effects^  or  you 
will  egregiously  fail  to  satisfy  the  expectations  for 
relief.  How  many  chances  there  are  against  you 
the  insurance  offices  might  possibly  solve. 

Some  gentlemen  seem  to  apprehend  that,  so  far 
from  the  pressure  continuing,  relief  will  come  of 
itself.  Tncy  dread  that— such  are  the  mighty  re- 
sources of  this  country,  and  the  irrepressible  ener- 
gies of  our  people — the  national  prosperity  will  re- 
vive too  soon  for  them  to  be  considered  its  authors, 
and  to  get  the  credit  of  relief.  Is  this  a  proper 
motive  for  a  called  session?  But  they  need  not 
dream  that  prosperity  and  relief  will  come  of  them- 
selves, or  too  soon.  1  trust  in  God  they  may  come 
of  themselves,  and  that  light  soon,  that  our  wounds 
may  heal  "by  the  first  intention,"  as  surgeons  say, 
without  lint  or  plaster;  bnt  there  are  too  many 
wounds  to  be  cicatrized,  and  Nature  is  slow  in  her 
operations.  Toe  pressure  of  resumption  must  run 
through  this  year,  and  my  only  fear  is  that  it  will 
extend  far  beyond  it.  But  what,  1  repeat,  if  diias- 
tert  should  follow  a  called  session?  I  tell  you,  sir, 
*  you  will  have  committed  suicide. 

But  these  instincts,  sir,  alone,  are  not  what  go- 
verns me  in  opposition  to  a  called  session.  Sir,  I 
wish  to  avoid  the  agitation  thi$  y;ar— first  of  the 
tariff]  secondly  of  the  distribution  bill;  thirdly  of  the 
bank. 

Sir,  this  is  not  the  time  for  the  ami-tariff  minority 
to  take  up  the  revision  of  the  tariff  compromise. 
If  they  take  up  that  question  now,  they  will  do  it 
with  all  the  odds  against  them.  They  will  do  it  at 
the  most  inauspicious  period  to  themselves,  and  at 
the  most  favorable  time  for  the  protective  party. 
There  is  a  deficiency  of  revenue  trom  the  stoppage 
of  trade.  Wait  for  commerce  to  come  back,  and 
that  deficiency  will  be  supplied.  Gentlemen  will 
not  violate  the  compromise.  Oh  no  I  they  will  not 
violate  the  compromise  at  they  understand  it;  yet 
they  can  do  all  the  mischief  I  dread  within  the  terms 
of  their  comprehension!  All  sorts  of  projects  have 
already  been  gotten  up  to  raise  the  duties  for  reve- 
nue, and  not  one  of  them  pretends  to  violate  the 
compromise ! 

Sir,  I  fear  this  time  will  be  seized  on  to  raise  the 
tariff  to  supply  deficiency,  and  the  tar  {f  will  be  stixtd 
on  to  make  a  surplus  for  distribution — that  most  fatal 
scheme  ever  devised  by  the  wit  of  man.  What ! 
must  we  call  a  session  of  Congress  to  distribute  a 
deficiency  of  revenue?  Distribute  a  deficiency?  Who 
before  ever  heard  of  distributing  a  dcficiencyfl 
Will  any  party  dare  to  distribute  that  which  we 
nave  not,  and  which  we  can  raise  only  by  adopting 
that -unconstitutional,  irritating,  and  long-ago  ex- 
ploded policy— the  protective  tariffi    Mind  you,  any 


tariff  on  any  articles  is  protective  which  is  net  for 


'  Tbe  Philadelphia  banks  were  driTWi  back  to 
next,  week  after  thete  worcla  were  uttered,  from  the' very  pros- 
pact,  probably,  that  the  United  State*  Bank  might  again  be 
made  or  attempted  lobe  made  a  doposiiory  of  Government 
funds,  oc  fftibar  from  New  York  joelousy  of  such  a  prospect, 


8ir,  I  yield  to  no  man  in  friendship  to  a  properly 
organized,  properly  located,  and  well-managed 
national  bank.  And  as  a  friend  to  that  measure, 
1  inveigh  especially  against  urging  it  prematurely 
and  in  the  midst  of  pressure.  If  you  press  it  too 
eagerly,  too  hastily,  at  the  wrong  time,  you  will 
lose  the  question  for  twenty  years  to  come. 

Sir,  I  have  no  idea  that  either  of  these  measures 
shall  be  presented  to  a  called  session,  and  be 
pushed  through  in  the  hie  h»c  hoc  hurry  of  politi- 
cal jugglery.  They  all  require  time  and  reflection. 
My  advice  to  the  Whig  party,  then,  is,  to  ad- 
journ and  go  home.  Let  the  present  majority 
leave  us  they  please;  let  us  go  home.  Wait  *  lit- 
tle—from March  to  December  is  a  short  time— - 
and  consult  tbe  people.  Let  all  the  elections  be 
held,  and  our  full  strength.or  full  weakness  be  as- 
certained. Let  us  especially  submit  to  our  con- 
stituents the  question  .of  distribution  in  its  new 
light.  Heretofore  tbe  question  has  been  the  issue 
of  distributing  a  surplus,  Mr.  Clay's  land  bill, 
whieh  was  pocketed  by  General  Jackson,  and 
would  have  been  passed  by  both  Houses  in  spite 
of  the  veto,  was  a  bill  to  distribute  a  surplus;  and  the 
bill  itself  provided,  1  believe,  that  there  was  to  be 
no  distribution  unless  there  was  a  surplus  of  at 
least  five  millions.  A  surplus  was  then  dreaded  as 
a  corruption  fund.  Again:  the  deposite  act  of  1836 
was  a  deposite  of  forty  millions  of  surpha;  and  the 
very  policy  of  it  was  to  take  it  away  from  the  pet- 
ty larpeny  of  defaulters,  and  of  a  corrupt  political 
party  in  power.  Now  there  is  no  surplus;  it  is  a 
deficiency  in  the  Treasury,  and  I  am  for  submitting 
tbe  new  issue  under  the  sun  to  the  people:  Whether 
they  are  for  distributing  a  deficiency  among  the 
States?  No  State  Legislature  yet  has  ever  passed 
resolutions  to  distribute  a  deficiency.  I  know  several 
of  them  have  to  distribute  a  surplus;  but  none— no, 
not  one — to  distribute  a  deficiency/  No  man  in  his 
senses  ever  heard  of  such  a  proposition  before. 

And,  sir,  "the  cat  may  look  at  the  king."  I 
have  a  word  to  say  to  General  Harrison  himself, 
and  as  I  desire  others  to  hear  it.  I  choose  to  say 
it  here.  My  heart's  desire  and  prayer  for  him  is, 
that  he  will  be  President  himself,  and  (hat  he  will  ful- 
fil to  the  letter  that  pledge  which  bound  me  to  bim 
more  than  any  thing  else  he  ever  s»  id,  to  let  no 
man  know  on  whom  he  desired  his  mentis  to  fall — 
to  have  nothing  to  do  with  appointing  bis  succes- 
sor—to leave  that  to  the  people  themselves.  I 
would  exhort  him  to  be  the  President,  not  of  a 
party,  but  of  the  nation,  and  to  see  that  every  man 
under  him,  from  his  Cabinet  do  wo  to  the  lowest 
postmaster,  attends  to  the  business  of  his  office,  and 
not  to  politics.  I  would  suggest  to  him  that  the  best 
mode  of  perpetuating  the  Whig  strength  and  Whig 
popularity  is  to  make  every  officer  look  to  the  suc- 
cess of  his  administration,  instead  of  looking  to  the 
succession  of  another  to  the  administration— espe- 
cially to  allow  no  man  under  him  to  electioneer  for 
himself  or  against  another  for  the  succession.  And, 
sir,  how  is  he  to  he  expected  to  act  for  himself,  if 
be  is  to  be  suddenly  called  on  to  perform  that  con- 
stitutional duty — the  most  important  he  will  have 
to  discharge — to  recommend  to  Congress  such  mea- 
sures as  hb  deems  proper?  He  has  been  absent  from 
the  national  affairs  more  than  twenty  years.  He 
is  unacquainted,  personally,  with  the  actual  condi- 
tion of  things  in  this  metropolis  of  misrule.  If  he 
acts,  then,  as  soon  as  he  comes  here,  he  must  act 
from  the  information  of  others,  who  are  themselves 
"new  bands  at  the  bellows;"  some  of  whom  have 
never  been  in  before,  and  may  never  be  again. 
Will  he  be  recommending  h:s  own  measure*,  then, 
or  theirs?  Is  it  the  object  of  the  called  session  to  have 
the  measures  of  others  palmed  upon  the  country  as  his? 
No,  si r,  no.  I  beseech  him  to  look  thoroughly  with 
his  own  eyes  into  the  condition  of  Government;  to 
survey  well  the  wreck;  to  see  for  himself  what 
ought  to  be  done  in  all  the  Departments,  and  then 
to  recommend  hit  own  measures.  If  he  will  look 
into  the  Navy  Department,  I  am  sure  be  will  see 
that  we  are  in  no  condition,  compared  with  foreign 
powers,  to  give  away  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
from  an  empty  Treasury.  Suppose  a  call  be  made 
upon  the  new  heads,  too,  at  a  called  session— who 
would  be  ready  to  give  the  information  desired  rjy 


Congress?  No  member  of  the  Cabinet  could  be 
prepared  in  three  months  to  give  information  of  tbe 
condition  of  the  Departments. 

Again:  The  Administration  party— the  Van  Bu- 
rnt party— have  been  incessantly  insisting  upon 
trying  the  Sub- Treasury.  The  fact  is,  that  they 
have  found  it  so  impracticable  since  it  passed,  that 
they  have  not  tried  it  themselves.  They  have 
never,  to  this  day,  complied  with  its  provisions— 
they  cannot,  if  they  would.  Now,  ought  not  Gen. 
Harrison  to  try  it,  to  show  its  utter  impracticabili- 
ty, before  he  recommends  its  repeal?  Ought  he  not 
to  understand  folly  its  enormous  defects,  and  to 
make  them  appatent  by  an  attempted  application 
of  it  to  actual  use  by  Government?  Will  this  not 
be  the  best  argument  for  its  repeal?  Will  it  not  be 
the  best  argument  for  the  charter  of  another  Na- 
tional Bank  when  the  Sub-Treasury  shall  have 
proved  a  grand  failure,  as  well  as  the  deposite 
4>ank  system?  Is  this  demonstration  not  worth 
making,  and  is  the  time  from  March  to  December 
too  long  for  it? 

Again:  He  ought  not  to  act  precipitately  without 
knowing  his  nun.  It  is  with  politicians  as  with  the 
rhetorician — 

"Half  tbe  rhetorician's  rules 

Teach  htm  but  bow  to  name  hie  toots."  . 

General  Harrison  is  not  personally  acquainted 
with  but  few  men  now  on  the  public  stage.  He 
cannot,  a  thousand  miles  off,  have  guemed  who  are 
fit  for  the  offices,  high  and  low.  I  wish  him,  sir, 
to  know  his  men  well  before  he  takes  their  counsel 
or  gives  them  bis  confidence,  or  acts  on  their  ad- 
vice. When,  then,  he  has  seen  for  himself— sur- 
veyed all — understood  men  and  means,  and  the 
condition  of  thing*  about  him— he  will  be  pie- 
pared  to  recommend  and  to  act  first  for  the  honor 
and  welfare  of  his  country,  and,  last,  for  the  glory 
and  suceecs  of  the  party  whieh  brought  him  into 
power. 

Sir,  the  Whig  party  should  not  be  intoxicated  by 
its  success.  We  should  do  nothing  in  the  Hushed 
feelings  of  victory.  Whom  have  we  conquered? 
Our  own  countrymen  and  fellow-citizens,  who  are 
to  be  governed  by  the  same  laws,  and  who  have 
equal  rights  as  ourselves,  who  differ  with  us  as  to 
opinions  merely  about  men  and  measures,  and  who 
will,  if  we  follow  their  bad  examples  of  Govern- 
ment, conquer  us  in  turn.  I  do  not  know  how  other 
gentlemen  fee),  bat  for  myself,  I  must  say  that  my 
feelings  the  day  after  the  victory  were  very  diffe- 
rent from  those  of  the  day  before.  On  the  stump 
of  tbe  canvass,  I  felt  and  spoke  and  really  thought 
as  if  government  was  a  very  easy  task;  that  to  be  in 
power  was  all  that  was  necessary  to  reform  the 
evils  of  which  we  complained,  and  to  accomplish 
the  good  and  patriotic  ends  we  desired.  When  I 
realized  the  fact  that  we  were  in,  the  next  feeing 
with  me  was,  as  1  presume  it  was  with  every  re- 
flecting patriotic  friend  of  our  cause — i  deep  and 
humble  conviction  of  our  own  finite  wisdom,  of 
our  own  weakness,  and,  it  might  be,  folly,  and  a 
solemn  sense  of  the  heavy  responsibility  which  bod 
fallen  on  me  and  my  political  friends,  and  of  the 
dread  obligations  which  the  country  had  devolved 
upon  us.  Before  the  election,  it  was  easy  to  find 
fault;  since  the  election,  and  after  the  inaugura- 
tion, it  might  be  hard  to  redeem  the  many  fruitful 
?  remises  we  had  lavishly  made  during  the  canvass. 
feel,  sir,  that  tbe  man  who  goes  into  the  Presi- 
demial  chair,  during  the  days  of  purification  like 
these,  should  go  there  as  one  shriven  for  the  priev- 
hood!  I  am  not,  therefore,  for  rushing  forward 
and  grasping  the  sceptre  of  power  with  an  ambi- 
tious avidity,  and,  with  the  shout  of  victors,  dash- 
ing on  without  a  pause  to  extreme  revolutions  of 
poUcy.  I  am  for  adopting  and  pursuing  moderate 
and  cautious  counsels.  It  is  by  no  sudden  and 
brilliant  stroke  of  policy  that  the  country  can  to 
relieved.  Sadden  and  immediate  relief  to  this 
country  can  be  given  only  by  to*  miraculous  inter- 
position of  wisdom  and  power  from  on  high*  An 
extra  session,  I  fear,  would  be  a  help  any  thing  earn 
but  divine.    But  so  much  for  it. 

I  proceed  to  the  third  and  last  reason  for  voting 
for  this  bill — to  prevent  a  premature  revision  of  He 
Compromise  Jet  and  the  faying  •/  dulses  at  all  for  At 
purpose  of  distributing  the  rivcnue  from  mnMe 
lands. 
Gentlemen  ask  whjr  I  discuss  this  re*sc^  *#•#.  { 


Feb.  1841. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Ml 


26th  Cong- •••2nd  Skss. 


Treasury  Note  Bill — Mr.  Wise. 


H.  of  Reps. 


answer,  because  I  see  now  a  disposition  to  agitate 
the  subject  in  order  to  prepare  public  sentiment  for 
the  future. 

This  branch  of  my  subject  is  by  far  the  most  im- 
portant, and,  sir,  1  wish  to  discuss  it  in  detail. 

I  say  I  see  a  disposition  now  to  prepare  the  way 
for  &  future  tariff  and  distribution;  and,  if  an  extra 
session  is  to  be  called,  that  future  is  not  far  distant. 
Sir,  I  see  the  signs— they  are  in  number  not' quite 
twelve— they  do  not  fill  up  the  Zodiac — Leo 
and  Scorpio  are  missing — but  I  have  ten  out 
of  the  twelve  signs  for  the  almanac  of  the  coming 
year. 

1st.  The  first  sign  of  the  tariff  bill  of  the  last  ses- 
sion— the  fourteen  sections  which  were  added  in  the 
Senate  to  a  bill  which  originated  in  this  House  os- 
tensibly to  prevent  frauds  upon  the  revenue.  Un- 
der this  specious  title,  "To  prevent  frauds  upon 
the  revenue,'1  fourteen  sections  were  introduced 
and  added  by  Mr.  Wright,  the  chairman  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  in  the  Senate,  to  tai  bUaeStd  and 
unbleached  linens,  silks,  and  worsted  goods,  chiefly  frre 
articles,  from  5  to  50  per  cent. — iu  many  cases  ex- 
ceeding the  rate  expressly  limited  by  the  Compro- 
mise Act,  and  involving  protection  directly  to  Ken- 
tucky bagging.  Yet  gentlemen  then  told  us,  "Ob, 
we  have  no  idea  of  violating  the  compromise;" 
and  some  Whigs  and  Southern  gentleman  voted 
for  that  bill — as  they  are  aiding  measures  now — 
"God  forgive  them,"  because  they  knew  not  what 
they  did!      ' 

3d.  The  second  sun  is,  the  great  Tobacco  Con* 
ventien,  which  was  held  lately  in  this  city;  which, 
under  the  guise  of  retaliation  for  French  burdens 
upon  Maryland  kite  foot,  was  another  tariff  move* 
mem   to    increase  duties  for  no  purpose  of  re- 


3.  The  third  sign  was  the  reference  of  the  bill 
already  mentioned  as  passed  by  the  Senate  last 
session,  again  this  session  to  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures instead  tf  referring  it  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  when  the  test  question  has  al- 
ways been  heretofore  a  question  of  reference— those 
who  advocated  a  protective  tariff  always  going  for  re- 
ferring to  Manufactures,  and  those  who  went  for  a 
revenue  tariff  only,  always  going  for  referring  to 
Ways  and  Means.  And  in  is  bill,  "to  prevent  frauds 
on  the  revenue,"  which  is  again  reported,  though 
without  the  fourteen  sections,  is  itself  an  odious  ta- 
riff of  protection,  by  its  unnecessary  and  hard  re- 
strictions upon  trade  in  all  foreign  articles,  and  its 
almost  prohibitory  provisions  against  the  introduc- 
tion of  foreign  articles  at  the  custom-house.  It  is 
at  custom-house  protective  tariff. 

4th.  The  fourth  sign  is,  another  bill  to  tax  cer- 
tain unprotected  articles  already  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  and  now  on  the  table. 

5th.  The  fifth  sign  is,  the  resolutions  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Grun.) 

6th.  The  notice  given  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Babnard,)  to  offer  his  resolutions 
or  amendments  in  case  his  motion  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  of  this  bill  succeeds. 

7ih  The  amendment  intended  to  be  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Stanly.) 

8th.  The  speeches  in  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
particularly  those  in  this  House,  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Barnard,)  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  (Mr.  Evans,)  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bill,)  of  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Thompson,)  of  Georgia,  (Mr.  Nisbbt,)  and  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Pops.)  The  last 
gentleman's  speech,  sir,  was  more  open  and  plainly 
intelligible  than  any.  He  contended,  in  the  first 
place,  that  you  will  have  a  large  deficiency  in  the 
Treasury.  In  the  next  place,  he  assumed  that  you 
will  be  compelled  to  resort  to  a  large  increase  of  du- 
ties on  imports;  that  the  compromise  act  was  no 
aompaet;  that  the  protective  principle  was  not  aban- 
doned by  it;  that  the  tariff  was  no  burden  upon 
the  South;  that  Arkansas  pays  more  than  Virginia, 
er  North  Carolina,  or  South  Carolina,  in  propor- 
tion to  population;  and  be  insisted  that  the  whole 
South  will  eventually  be  the  advocates  ef  protective 
duties.  So  far  the  gentleman  was  consistent;  bat 
in  the  next  breath  he  magnified  the  necessity  for 
expenditures  upon  splendid  internal  improvements, 
and  went  still  further  for  emptying  the  Treasury, 
already  requiring  tfce  increase  of  duties  to  *upply 


its  immense" deficiency  contended  for  by  him,  ftp 
distributing  the  proceeds  vf  the  public  lands  to  supple 
the  large  deficiencies  in  the  Treasuries  of  the  several 
States.  Yes,  sir,  he  summed  up  the  whole  scheme 
of  dvtributing  a  deficiency  of  the  Treasury  here  to 
supply  deficiencies  of  twenty-si*  Treasuries  elsewhere! 
Did  you  ever  hear  of  distributing  a  deficiency  to  sup- 
ply deficiencies'!  The  meaning  of  this  paradox  is — 
the  rawing  of  the  tariff  directly  to  pay  State  debts  indi- 
rectly! Have  we  not  an  odd  way  of  getting  at  the 
meaning  of  measures?  Who  would  ever  have 
thought  of  thus  defining  that  odd  phrase — "distri- 
buting  a  deficiency  to  supply  deficiencies?1'  I  will 
show  you  directly,  sir,  that  any  duties  upon  any  ar- 
ticles are  protective  duties,  if  they  be  not  for  the 
purpose  of  federal  revenue.  Who  will  submit  to  a 
protectee  tariff 'to  pay  State  debts!  In  this  way,  sir, 
the  General  Government  will  not  only  be  paying 
the  cost  of  State  internal  improvements  and  com- 
mon schools,  but  all  their  municipal  expenses.  Thus 
it  will  be  laying  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  not  to 
pay  its  own  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence, but  to  carry  into  effect  actually  the  powers 
which  are  exprestly  reserved  to  the  States.  Who 
will  bear  this  new  and  improved  latitudina- 
rianism,  going  far  beyond  any  absolute  federalism 
ever  before  heard  of?  But,  sir,  I  am  only  show- 
iog  the  signs.  The  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Pops)  very  ingenuously  exposes 
the  whole  scheme.    Ex  pede  Herculcm. 

9th.  The  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Everctt,]  to  inquire  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  concerning  the  rate  of 
duties  on  articles  taxed  less  than  20  per  cent.  Ac. 
was  the  beginniag  of  the  secpnd  chapter  of  this  ta- 
riff movement.  I  objected  to  the  introduction  of 
this  resolution,  and  must  now  apologize  to  the  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  EvxaxTT]  for  having  done  so.  It  was 
from  no  unkind  feeling  to  that  gentleman  per- 
sonally, I  assure  him,  for  I  esteem  him  as  highly 
as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor.  But  I  was  unwil- 
ling, sir,  to  encourage  any  gentleman's  attempt  to 
procure  materials  with  which  to  agitate  this  tariff 
question*  and  the  gentleman's  resolution  went  a 
little  beyond  the  oilier  which  had  been  offered,  in 
looking  to  many  articles  which  belong  to  the  pro- 
tected class.    I  did  not  wish  them  disluibed. 

10th.  The  second  paragraph  of  the  2d  chapter  of 
this  movement,  and  the  last  sign  I  have  obseoved, 
sir,  is  a  small  statute  lying  on  your  table,  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  which  I  shall 
for  brevity  call  the  pin  bill.  Yes,  sir,  the  pin  bill. 
It  is  a  little  hedge  hog  or  porcupine  bill,  which  I  am 
afraid  to  handle. 

[Here  Mr.  Tilunghast  rose  and  said,  "It 
is  hard  for  the  gentleman  to  kick  against  the 
pricks!1'] 

Mr.  Wise.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  that  bill. 
[The  Clerk  read  it.]  Sir,  1  do  not  know  whether 
our  pin  manufacturers  have  learned  to  put  up  their 
pins  nicely  or  not.  I  know  that  you  may  take  a 
paper  of  French  or  English  pins,  and  squeeze  it  in 
your  hand,  without  danger  of  being  pricked.  But 
lest  these  papers  of  Yankee  pins  be  put  up  loosely, 
I  will  not,  with  the  gentleman's  permission,  handle 
them  this  session;  1  will  kick  against  handling  them 
note,  for  fear  of  the  lockjaw.  For  fear,  sir,  that 
you  will  begin  with  pin  bills — ay,  sir,  the  least  lit- 
tle, tiny  lady  pin  bills,  and  get,  before  we  know 
what  yon  are  at,  into  coarse  woollens — all  the  heavy 
protected  articles,  which  would  require  bodkins  or 
darning  needles  to  stitch  them.  No,  sir,  no.  If 
the  wolf  gets  his  head  in,  he  will  his  whole  body— 
the  door  *hall  not  be  left  ajar  with  my  consent— I 
am  an  anti-tariff  man,  and  that  party  is  in  the  mi- 
nority. I  begin  at  the  beginning,  sir.  I  will  nor, 
if  I  can  help  it,  entertain  even  so  much  as  a  pin 
bill.  If  the  tariff  majority  will  let  me  alone,  I  will 
gladly  let  them  alone.  I  abide  by  the  compromise, 
the  very  first  principle  of  which  is,  that  the  tariff  is 
not  to  be  disturbed  atoll,  except,  as  u  points  out,  j or 
the  purposes  of  revenue  for  ilan  economical  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government."  Let  the  South  remem- 
ber that,  for  it  is  their  only  ark  of  safety.  They 
are  the  weaker  parly,  and  these  signs  are  ominous* 
Let  the  compromise  ad  alone,  is  my  policy  on  the  ta- 
riff. 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  all  tell  us  now,  as  heretofore, 
that  they  are  for  carrying  out  tfye  compromise;  that 


they— oh,  no!  they  will  not  disturb  the  compromise 
act. 

What  is  the  compromise  act?  Let  us  see  whether 
we  all  understand  it  alike.  What  are  its  terms? 
What  its  extent  and  Limitation  of  operation?  Sir,  in 
answer  to  these  questions,  I  have,  from  a  sense  of 
justice,  to  do  what  I  thought  I  never  sheuld  be  call- 
ed on  by  any  sense  to  do— to  praise  a  report  of  the 
honorable  Levi  Woodbury!  Truly  the  sweetest 
notes  of  this  swan  are  his  dying  notes!!  See 
Senate  document,  26th  Congress,  2d  session:  "Re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  communi- 
cating, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Se- 
nate, a  plan  of  a  permanent  change  in  the  tariff, 
January  19, 1841."  In  this  report  gentlemen  will 
find  my  sentiments  precisely;  and  I  forgive  Mr.  Se- 
cretary for  much  of  his  usual  obtuseoees  of  intel- 
lect, and  obscurity  of  style,  on  account  of  this  clear 
and  able  report  upon  the  exact  spirit  and  letter  of 
the  com  prom  ise  act .    He  truly  says: 

'Thai  act  ia  supposed  to  have  been  not  an  ordinary  mea- 
•ure  of  legislation,  but  the  result  of  a  compromise  between  ear- 
tain  great  and  conflicting  interests  on  the  difficulties  then  in- 
volved in  the  agitating  matter  of  the  tariff.  Hence,  though  the 
act  was  in  the  form  of  a  law,  and  therefore  liable,  in  a  proper 
cose,  to  any  future  modification  or  repeal  ofiis  provisions,  It 
is  understood  that  the  parties  most  concerned  contemplated 
thereby  a  permanent  arrangement  of  the  leading  principle* 
thai  should  afterwards  control  the  whole  subject.  The  Impor- 
tance of  the  emergency  which  occasioned  the  passage  of  the 
law,  the  distinguished  individuals  who  participated  mere  fin* 
mediately  in  adjusting  its  provisions,  and  the  salutary  influence 


of  their  operation  up  to  the  present  time,  in  imparting  a  degree 

'        '    \  enterprise,  sought  i 

gh  the  previous  fluctuations  of  legu 
contributed  to  strengthen  this  impression. 


of  stability  to  our 

through  the  previous  fluctuations'bf 


manufacturing  enterprise,  sought  in  vain 
-  '  *    Ulation,  have  probably 


But,  however  that  fact  may  have  been,  and  subject  to  subse- 
quent alterations,  as  alt  laws  must  property  be  considered;  yet. 
to  change  the  limitations  in  this  one,  so  peculiarly  situated,  and 
to  do  it  against  the  wishes  of  persons  meet  interested,  or  with" 
out  the  apology  of  some  public  exigency  or  necessity  of  state, 
would  surely  seem  to  be  unnecessary,  and,  at  least,  of  doubtful 
propriety." 

This  view  is  my  view  of  the  binding  obligation 
of  faith  and  i merest  not  to  disturb  this  important 
act  oi  legislation  which  once  settled  the  harmony 
of  this  Union,  and  to  disturb  which  wonld  be  again 
to  disturb  that  harmony.  Gentlemen  say  it  is  not  a 
compact,  but  I  say  it  is  stronger  than  a  compact,  it 
is  a  compromise,  and  in  sacred.  A  compact,  sir, 
might  be  regarded  as  a  bond  or  covenant  is  in  some 
sections,  where,  *  if  either  be  given,  the  debtor 
thinks  he  may,  if  he  can,  avoid  payment  or  dis- 
charge of  the  obligation  because  it  is  a  writing  ob- 
ligatory; but  if  he  promises  to  pay  only,  his  hemor  ia 
pledged  and  the  debt  is  safe.  So  here,  sir,  if  this 
was  constitutional  law,  gentlemen  who  plead  it  is, 
not  a  compact  might  conscientiously  claim  the 
power  to  violate  it  as  they  usually,  in  my  opinion, 
do  violate  that  fundamental  instrument  which  we 
have  called  a  Constitution;  but  as  it  is  merely  statute 
law,  not  the  bond  which  may  not  be  denied,  I 
put  their  consciences  aside  and  rely  upon  their,  honor 
to  observe  its  faith. 

Whence  sprang  this  act?  From  danger  to  the 
Union— out  of  resistance  to  unequal  and  oppressive 
taxation.  The  bill  of  abominations,  the  tariff  of 
1828,  had  consummated  the  protective  policy.  In 
1832,  the  question  was  one  of  a  reduction  of  du- 
ties. The  Sooth  contended  for  a  reduction  upon 
protected  at  tides,  and  for  a  tax  upon  luxuries.  The 
tariff  interest  made  almost  all  the  luxuries  free,  and 
left  the  duties  on  the  protected  articles.  South  Ca- 
rolina, aroused,  resorted  to  her  reserved  rights— de- 
clared herself  "ihe  judge  ef  the  infraction  and  of 
the  mode  and  measure  of  redress"— proclaimed  her 
ordinance  of  nullification,  and  swore  by  her  altar 
and  her  gods  that  both  should  "sink  together  in  the 
dust"  sooner  than  she  would  submit  to  oppression. 
Gen.  Jackson  rose  in  his  majesty,  and  swore  "by 
the  eternal  gods"  that  he  would  "see  the  laws  faith- 
fully executed,"  and  hang  Calhoun,  Hayne,  Ha- 
milton, and  McDuffle,  "as  high  as  Hainan's  gal- 
lows!" And  his  wrath  was  no  idle  wrath—his 
threat  no  vain  threat  The  State  had  summoned 
her  chivalry,  and,  as  I  am  informed,  one  of  the 
members  of  her  convention,  now  a  member  of  this 
House,  [Mr.  Rhstt,]  went  even  so  far  as  to  pro- 
pose a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  and  Jackson  issued 
his  proclamation,  and  his  orders  to  the  standing 
army  and  to  the  navy.  The  nation  was  called  "to 
arms!"— the  nation  against  a  single  State.  No, 
sir,  the  North  against  the  South  section  against 
section— the  very  army  and  navy  would  have  been 
divided  against  tb*mselvesWathcr  against  son,  and 


*9ft 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Feb.  1641 


26th  Cong-... —2nd  Skss. 


Treasury  Note  Bill— Mr.  Wiit. 


H.  of  Rep*. 


brother  against  brother !  I  was  no  nullifier.  I  op- 
posed the  doctrine.  I  opposed  the  theory  upon 
which  the  resistance  was  founded.  I  defeated  its 
advocates  in  an  election  for  a  seat  on  this  floor.  I 
was  a  Union  man  and  for  peace.  Bat  let  me  tell 
gentlemen  that,  if  war  had  begdh,  every  Union  man 
of  Virginia  would  have  been  a  Southern  man.  No 
standing  army  would  ever  have  crossed  her  ancient 
lines  to  do  battle  against  a  sovereign  Slate,  without 
first  fighting  her  sons  of  every  faith  at  every  pass 
where  volunteers  could  have  made  a  stand.  Why  1 
Because,  sir,  when  the  torch  of  civil  war  between 
this  Government  aaH  a  State  had  once  been  lighted, 
the  Union  would  have  been  dissolved.  Once  a  war, 
never  more  a  Union— a  Union  as  a  Union  has  exist- 
ed and  should  exist.  After  a  war  of  that  kind,  it 
would  have  been  a  Union  of  consolida  ion,  cemented 
by  Wood.'—- such  a  Union  as  no  Union  man  of  my 
acquaintance  would  have  been  willing  to  see  exist. 
I  doubt  whether  the  officers  of  the  navy  or  army 
could  have  been  brought  to  bear  a  gun  upon  their 
own  brethren  in  arms  against  what  they  solemnly 
deemed  unconstitutional  oppression. 

[Here  several  gentlemen  exclaimed— u Yes!  El- 
liott was  there— Poinsett  was  there,  the  present  Se- 
cretary of  War.] 

Mr.  Wish.  Yes!  and  there  were  other*  hers  to 
pass  a  '  bloody  6i/i,"  against  which  my  present  ho- 
nored constituent,  the  present  Vice  President  elect, 
alone  voted!  Elliott  does  not  deserve  to  be  called 
an  officer  of  the  Navy.  But  such,  sir,  was  the  un- 
happy condition  of  our  country  when  this  act 
passed— an  act  which,  if  it  be  not  a  compact,  is  an 
act  of  reunion— an  act  of  peaceful  compromise  of 
civil  hostilities  which  carried  "healing  on  its  wings!" 
An  act,  in  the  authorship  of  which  consists  the 
chief  glory  of  an  honored  and  distinguished  Sena* 
tor,  who  acquired  by  its  passage  the  illustrious  title 
of  "The  Great  Pacificator."  To  that  patriot  I  as- 
cribe all  honor,  praise,  and  gratitude,  which  are 
due  to  him,  and  1  mean  not  to  strip  him  of  a  laurel 
on  his  brow;  but  there  is  a  part  of  the  secret  history 
of  this  act  which,  to  the  honor  of  another,  has  ne- 
ver yet  been  recorded,  and  which  I  will  take  this 
opportunity  to  reveal. 

Sir,  yesterday  I  alluded  to  Mf.  Madison  as  the 
only  lamp  of  my  public  life.  Him  I  never  saw, 
and  I  should  have  remembered  another  model  of 
wisdom,  and  virtue,  and  patriotism  whom  I  have 
seen,  and  seen  in  all  situations  of  life— long  and 
intimately  did  I  know — well  did  I  love  him,  and 
sacredly  do  I  cherish  bis  memory.  He  is  no 
more.  I  wish  I  could  imitate  his  virtuous  and  hal- 
lowed example  in  life.  I  mean  the  lamented 
Hugh  Lawson  White,  a  servant  of  Tennessee,  a 
son  of  North  Carolina,  without  whose  aid  this  com- 
promise act  never  could  have  become  a  law — 
without  whose  patriotism  and  firmness  there 
would  have  been  a  civil  war  upon  a  sovereign 
State  and  upon  the  Union.  South  Carolina  ought 
to  be  told  of  this:  South  Carolina,  who,  in  1836, 
threw  her  vote  from  him,  her  best  defender  from  a 
tyrant.  When  this  act  was  before  the  Senate,  he 
was  President  pro.  tern,  of  that  honorable  body. 
He  was  in  the  chair,  and  had  the  appointment  of 
the  committee  which  had  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  plan  of  adjusting  the  tariff  difficulties.  In 
this  high  place*  with  this  power,  he  was  waned— I 
will  not  say  by  whom— not  to  put  a  certain  gentle 
men  (John  M.  Clayton  of  Delaware)  on  the  com- 
mittee. The  reason  was,  that  there  were  rival 
plans — one  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, of  whom  and  whose  measure  that  certain 
gentleman  was  the  friend;  and  the  other  plan  was 
that  of  the  Administration  then  in  power.  That 
Administrate  n  was  governed  by  one  of  two  mo- 
tives, perhaps  by  both,  in  wishing  to  defeat  this  act. 
They  wished  certainly  to  give  preference  to  their 
own  plan,  and  to  deprive  the  authors  of  this  of  the 
honor  of  the  compromise;  and,  perhaps,  the  head 
and  chief  wished  nothing  so  much  as  the  opportu- 
nity to  apply  "the  second  section"  to  the  leaders 
of  resistance,  whom  he  charged  more  with 
treason  to  htm  personally  than  to  the  coun- 
try. The  President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate 
knew  well  the  danger  of  defeating  this  act. 
When  orders  were  issued  to  him  not  to  appoint 
itt  friend  and  advocate  on  the  committee,  what  was 
Ids  reply?    The  reply  of  that  sage,  and  patriot,  and 


hero— hero  be  was,  for  he  had,  like  his  chief,  been 
in  the  wars— his  reply  was  a  plea  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  any  power  to  dictate  the  manner  of  dis- 
charging bis  duty.  He  told  the  man  who  assumed 
this  authority,  "You  are  too  late,  Mr.  Clayton  is 
appointed;  and  if  he  was  not,  he  should  be.  I  voted 
for  the  force  bill  as  •  decision  merely  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  the  power  to  execute  its  Urns.  I  never 
intended  it  should  operate  or  actually  be  put  in 
force  against  any  portion  of  my  countrymen  who 
happen  to  differ  from  me  in  opinion,  and  who  are 
as  honest  and  conscientious  in  those  opinions  as  I 
am  in  mine;  and,  having  voted  for  it,  I  will  afford 
every  opportunity  to  legislation  in  my  power  to  pre- 
vent its  effect."  And  this,  sir,  produced  the  first 
cause  of  difference  between  him  and  General  Jact> 
son.  He  muzzled  the  bloodhounds,  disappointed 
his  chief  of  his  prey,  aided  the  ^compromise,  and 
gave  peace  to  a  distracted  people.  Who  would 
wish,  even  if  he  could  acquire  the  title  of  second 
pacificator,  to  produce  scenes  like  these  again?  Sir, 
if  ever  this  tariff  controversy  rages  again,  gentle- . 
men  will  not  find  one  State  alone  in  her  resistance, 
but  they  may  find  their  "bloody  bills*'  as  vain  as 
any  attempt  at  compromise  will  be  in  future.  Let 
us,  then,  I  repeat,  consider  this  act,  as  does  the  Se- 
cretary, an  honorary  bond  of  union,  as  binding  as 
faith,  and  as  precious  as  peace. 

But,  sir,  whether  an  ordinary  act  or  legislation  or 
not,  it  is  and  will  continue  to  be  a  statute,  such  as 
it  is,  until  repealed,  every  section  of  which  will 
continue,  unless  repealed  in  whole  or  in  part. 
Some,  sir,  seem  to  imagine  that  the  act  expires  in 
June,  1849  So  far  from  it,  sir,  then,  and  not  un- 
til then,  commences  the  part  of  the  bargain  or  stipula- 
tion intended  for  the  South.  From  1833  until  then 
the  tariff  interest  will  have  had  the  duties  mostly 
above  20  per  cent,  and  not  until  (hen  will  the  maxi- 
mum duty,  not  to  exceed  20  per  cent,  become  fixed. 
It  will  be  bard,  indeed,  if  it  shall  continue  a  com- 
promise until  one  party  gets  all  the.r  share  of  the 
bargain,  and  immediately  cease  to  be  a  compromise, 
and  become  a  mere  ordinary  statute,  subject  and 
liable,  like  all  other  statutes,  to  be  repealed,  as 
soon  as  the  period  arrives,  by  its  own  limitations, 
for  the  other  party  to  derive  from  it  a  benefit. 
This  truly  will  be  yielding  to  the  protective  gentle- 
men's construction  both  the  big  and  the  little  end 
of  the  bargain.  A  part  of  the  very  bargain  was, 
that  the  excessive  protection  should  be  gradually 
reduced  only  for  nine  years,  and  then  not  exceed  a 
given  rate  of  20  per  cent.  Will  gentlemen  now 
say  that  they  will  enjoy  this  excess  of  protection 
above  20  per  cent,  for  these  nine  years,  gradually 
reduced  only,  and  then,  as  soon  as  the  reduction 
falls  to  20  per  cent,  that  they  will  repeal  the  act 
and  pass  a  new  act  to  en  it  their  cupidity — to  go 
back,  if  they  please,  to  the  highest  rates  of  duty, 
and  that  duty  laid  on  what  articles  they  please?  If 
this  is  what  they  mean  by  saying  this  is  no  com- 
promise, I  agree  with  ihem,  and  admit  that,  in  this 
sense,  it  will  mean  for  them  to  take  all  and  leave 
nothing  for  us! 

The  act  of  1832  was  an  ordinary  act  of  legisla- 
tion, liable  to  repeal  at  any  time,  but  containing  no 
limitation  of  time  for  its  operation.  That  act  is 
the  basis  of  this  act  of  March  2, 1833,  commonly 
called  the  "compromise  act."  Both  acts  continue 
on  until  repealed,  in  whole  or  in  part. 

The  1st  and  2i  sections  of  the  act  of  March  2, 
1633,  fix  the  duties  on  certain  articles  named  in  the 
act  of  1832  at  20  per  cent. /rom  and  after  the  30th 
day  of  Jone,  1842. 

Section  3d  enacts  that  all  duties  shall  be  cash  du- 
ties 'from  and  after  the  30th  day  of  Jane,  1842;*' 
that  "such  duties  shall  be  laid  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  such  revenue  as  may  be  necessary  to  an 
economical  administration  of  the  Government," 
from  and  after  that  day,  and  it  establishes  the  home 
valuation  after  that  day. 

Section  5th  makes  certain  articles  free  "from  and 
afer  that  day;"  prescribes  on  what  articles  duties 
are  to  be  laid  after  30th  Jone,  1842;  and  provides 
that  the  duties  on  no  articles  shall  exceed  20  per 
cent.  ufrom  and  after"  that  day. 

Section  6th  thows  that  the  act  contemplates  its 
restrictions  in  some  respects  to  operate  after  30th 
June,  1842. 

Here,  then,  we  see  that  this  act  is  but  a  modifi- 


cation and  continuation  of  the  act  of  183*.  No 
new  legislation  is  necessary  after  June,  1842,  in 
consequence  of  any  expiration  or  suspension  of 
these  laws.  If  let  alone,  they  will  work  oat  tack 
own  provisions.  They  do  not  necessarily  require 
any  renewal  or  change  or  additional  enactment 
whatever.  And  the  duties  laid  by  these  laws  an 
s  ifficieat  in  ordinary  times,  when  unusual  causes 
do  not  obstruct  trade,  to  supply  revenue  for  an  eco- 
nomical administration  of  the  Government.  There 
is  no  necessity  for  your  disturbing  the  act  for  rea- 
son of  any  defect  in  it,  or  that  it  will  not  continue 
to  operate. 

The  extent  and  limitations  of  the  not  are  well 
defined  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  v  reports 

"What,  than,  are  those  sUpulaUor*  or  restrictions? 

"1.  The  Ant  seems  to  be,  that  a  reduction,  by  instalments,  of 
the  former  rate  of  duties,  when  exceeding  twenty  par  cam. 
should  forthwith  commence,  and  continue  uninterrupted  until 
July  1st,  1812;  bo  thai  when  that  period  arrives,  no  duties  what- 
ever should  exceed  twenty  per  cent  The  leading  tectkn  of 
the  act  inexplicit  upon  thie  point.  Hence,  to  defer  or  repeal,  as 
some  hare  proposed,  the  two  reductions  now  remaining,  and 
which  are  to  take  effect  in  1842.  would  keep  many  dutiea  higher 
Jhan  twenty  percent,  and  thus  be  in  direct  violation  of  thisgs- 
neral  provision.  But  if  these  laat  reductions  should  create  a 
deficiency  in  the  revenue,  the  6th  section  of  the  act  would  allow 
it  to  be  supplied  in  a  different  way,  because  this  section,  provides 


that,  In  such  an  event,  nothing  contained  in  the  law  shell  pr*> 
vent  *aliertng  the  rales  of  duty  on  articles  which,  by  theaMre- 
saidact  of  lith  July,  1832,  are  subject  to  a  leas  duty  than  twenty 


percent.' 

"SL  It  will  be  seen,  however,  that  this  provision  contains  a  se- 
cond restriction  by  limiting  any  revision  made  before  1MB  for 
an  increase  of  the  tariff  to  only  such  articles  as  pay  a  leasduty 
than  twenty  per  cent 

"3.  The  next  and  third  restriction  on  a  rerisioo  is,  thai  though 
one  may  be  made  before  1812,  for  purposes  of  revenue,  i£  when 
increasing  the  duties,  it  be  confined  to  articles  payinf  less  than 
twenty  per  cent.;  yet  it  should  not  raise  the  tariff  on  those 
above  that  rate,  even  for  rev  enue— much  less,  probably,  fee? 
any  other  purpose.  The  close  of  the  6th  section  seems  to  be 
express,  that  the  duty  on  articles  paying  a  less  rate  than  twen- 
ty per  cent,  if  changed  before  1812,  shall  be  altered  ■m  such 
manner  as  not  to  exceed  that  rale.' 

"What  would  be  deemed  the  proper  disposition  of  this  limita- 
tion, if  a  duly  of  twenty  per  cent  on  ail  import*  would  not 
yield  sufficient  for  the  legitimate  purposes  of  revenue,  most 
be  settled  when  the  case  shall  arise.  But  it  is  believed  thai, 
with  proper  economy,  there  is  no  likelihood  of  such  a  ease  ever 
occurring  in  a  period  of  peace 

"4.  Another  restriction  supposed  to  have  been  intended  sv 
that  if  a  revision  be  made  to  operate  after  Jane  90, 18(2,  instead 
of  before,  still,  as  a  general  rule,  none  of  the  duties  shall  be  then 
raised  above  twenty  per  cent.  Thus  the  close  of  the  Sen  sec- 
tion provides  thai 'all  imports,  on  which  the  1st  section  of  this 
act  may  operate,  and  all  articles  now  adrnkiad  to  entry  turn 
from  duty,  er  paying  a  less  rate  of  duty  than  twenty  per  cent, 
ad  valorem,  before  the  said  30th  of  June,  1812;  from  and  after 
that  day  may  be  admitted  to  entry,  subject  to  each  dory,  wet 
exceeding  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  as  shall  bs  provided 
by  law.  A  change  could  then  be  made,  at  pleasure,  from  twen- 
ty percent  downwards,  to  entire  freedom  from  any  impost; 
bat  ne  increase  was  to  be  permitted  to  go  above  thatrata,  In- 
deed, the  inference  would  seem  to  be,  that  the  compromise  was 
intended  to  prevent  any  duties  from  being  assessed,  even  after 
1842,  exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  distribution,  or  protection, 
whether  below  or  above  twenty  percent,  in  amount;  tweaosea 
clause  in  the  3d  section  provides  that,  aitei  1642,  *duues  abaft  be 
laid  for  the  purpose  o  raising  suet  revenue  as  may  bs  neces- 
sary to  an  economical  administration  of  the  Government,'  ■** 
is  silent  as  to  recognising  or  sanctioning  an  authority  to  do  It 
for  any  other  purpose.  The  raising  euch  a  revenue  was  the 
great  object  of  granting  any  power  in  the  Constitution  to  hry 
taxes  and  imposts.  And  it  would  bs  difficult  to  find,  m  nfimv 
ted  giant  of  powers,  like  what  is  contained  in  that  instrument, 
for  laying  imposts,  a  warrant  to  impose  them  for  other  and  dis- 
tinct objects;  and  especially  irthe  operation  of  such  a  lueusare, 
apparently  under  aa  assumed  authority,  and  on  a  subject  so 
delicate  and  momentous  to  mankind  as  taxation,  should  tend  e> 
enrich  particular  classes  or  sections  at  the  expense  of  other*. 
In  truth,  the  tariff  is  as  much  a  system  of  taxation  as  a  mod  cut, 
a  stamp  tax,  or  a  direct  tax  of  any  kind;  and  is  dues'  " 
guishabb)  from  them  by  being  more  subtle  and  tees  a 
in  its  form.  The  confining  of  all  duties,  hereafter^ 
rate,  was,  therefore,  desirable  to  the  great  mass  off 

because  it  was  confining  taxes  to  a  low  rale.  It  was  f r 

posed,  without  doubt,  that,  though  comparatively  low,  they 
would  yield,  with  the  other  ordinary  receipts,  an  ample  supply 
ofrevenue|forsuchan  S^ooomicAl  administration'  as  is  ess* 
tarn  plated  by  this  section  of  the  act. 

"It  is  also  probable  that  many  sound  principles  of  political 
economy,  and  a  mutual  desire  to  arrange  permanently  the  tariff 
controversy,  united  to  persuade  Congress  not  only  to  reduce  the 
duties  lower,  but  to  provide  that  they  easuJd  atesst  4*  kepi 
hirer.  It  must  have  been  foreseen  thai  this  would  avoid  the 
useless  vacillation,  if  not  folly,  of  first  diminishing  all  thsdUss* 
to  twenty  per  cent,  by  1842,  with  a  view,  aJterwaiuw,  afemmsn, 
immediately  raising  them  above  it.  It  was  obvious,  too,  thus, 
by  keeping  the  imposts  more  reduced,  the  tariff  wooid  operate 
more  advantageously  to  free  trade,  and  the  procurement ot  re- 
ciprocal favors  abroad.    By  confining,  in  substance,  any  ' 


»»,  to  a  tow 
oftbe  people, 


:eto  purposes  of  revenue  alone,  and  within  twenty  pet 
*~..v.  Instead  ofa  wide  range  of  thirty,  fifty,  eighty,  and  even 
more,  at  times  previously  in  practice,  and  frequently  for  pro- 
tection, it  would  likewise  impart  sreater  permanency  and  ptos- 
parity  even  to  manufacturing,  and,  with  that,  to  all  other  es> 
scriptionsoflndustry.  It  is  well  known,  from  recant  espert- 
enee,  tha  t  euch  stability  in  oar  system  of  duties  would  bs  bettar 
for  the  m  x  numcturer,  as  well  as  the  merchant  nod  the 
nity  at  large,  than  even  a  higher  rSte,  exposed  to 
changer;  because,  in  ihe  former  case,  intelligence  and  i 
conldmake  more  accurate  ceJcolatioaetor  U 


r  the  future;  a  i 


form  thritf ,  a  more  regular  reward  to  industry,  nod  a  higher 
e  of  moral  feeling,  would  every  where  take  the  place oTxasr 
tt  floctuaUone,  mere  gambling  speculations,  and*  usjsjftsiunl 
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ovaracUon,  from  renewed  hopes  of  high  profits,  often  so  very 
fallacious.  Business  and  the  currency  would  then  be  steady, 
and  be  regulated,  as  they  should  be,  rather  by  the  great  law*  of 
Umde  than  by   banks  or  politicians.    Nor  is  tikis  permanency 

anriousto  the  laborer  and  artisan  any  more  than  to  others,  as 
trades  and  regions  of  this  country  are  opent  to  enterprise;  and 
a  larger  share  here  than  abroad  of  the  income  in  any  one  branch 
of  business  must  and  should  uniformly  go  to  wages  rather  than 
capital,  or  the  workman  will,  under  our  free  institutions,  quit 
It  tor  more  lucrative  employment.  On  the  contrary,  if  an  una* 
sually  large  share  go  to  him  for  a  time,  in  any  particular  pursuit 
or  place,  others  will  soon  rush  in,  participate,  and  reduce  it, 
by  competition,  even  below  the  average.  Uniformity  and  stea- 
dLnesB,are,  therefore,  not  injurious  to  any,  though  engaged  in 
labor  or  manufactures;  but  useful  to  all,  except  the  mere  specu- 
lating classes. 

"Two  other  restrictions  exist  in  the  3d  section  of  the  compro- 
mise act.  which  seem  to  have  been  intended  more  especially  for 
the  benefit  or  the  manufacturers  and  of  the  revenue. 

*6.  One  Is,  that  after  June,  1842,  tall  duties  on  imports  shall 
be  collected  io  ready  money;  and  all  credits  now  allowed  by  law 
la  the  payment  of  duties,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  abolished.' 
This  was  regarded,  at  that  time,  as  a  chance  likely  to  be  very 
fijrorable  to  the  manufacturing  class,  by  making  the  twenty  per 
cent,  in  cash  operate,  virtually,  as  a  higher  protection  than 
twenty  per  cent,  on  a  credit  (as  now)  of  three  and  six  months 
without  Interest.  In  point  of  fact,  it  was,  also,  a  provision  pro- 
phetic as  to  evils  to  come  under  an  excessive  credit  system, 
and  will  be  possessed  of  much  importance  in  curing  them,  and 
In  securing  the  Government,  and,  through  it,  the  community  at 
large,  against  losses,  by  credit  to  merchants  for  duties,  and  by 
defaults  of  collectors,  district  attorneys,  and  marshals,  caused 
by  indulgence  from  tnein  io  collecting  bonds  for  duties.  After 
June,  1812,  the  importers  of  goods  will,  in  this  respect,  stand  on 
the  same  foundation  with  the  purchasers  of  public  lands.  While 
no  complaint  can  then  be  made  by  either  of  lavoror  discrimina- 
tion, the  revenue  will  thus  be  rendered  much  safer,  and  public 
and  private  morality  improved,  by  the  removal  of  one  great 
source  of  speculation  and  bankruptcy. 

'-6.  The  other  restraint  requires  the  doty,  after  1642,  to  be  im- 
posed on  the  value  of  the  merchandise  lat  the  port  where  the 
earn*  shall  .be  entered.'  This  will  render  the  twenty  per  cent, 
■till  more  impoi  lent  to  both  the  manufacturers  and  the  revenue, 
by  being  more  secure  against  frauds  and  evasions,  and  being 
another  virtual  increase  of  duty  on  the  same  articles,  as  the  lac* 
ter  are  usually  worth  much  more  here  than  abroad.  Whether 
the  value  ol  them  here  being  not  uniform  at  different  porta, 
would,  If  taken  as  the  guide  in  assessing  the  duty,  be  justly  open 
to  any  constitutional  objection,  it  is  noideemed  appropriate  on 
this  occasion  to  discuss.  From  these  various  considerations, 
the  following  deductions  are  made: 

"That  the  present  tariff  laws  should  be  as  little  disturbed  by 
any  revision  as  possible,  consistent  with  the  public  wants,  and 
an  adherence  to  sound  principles;  that  changes  should  be  made 
Chiefly,  if  not  solely,  for  purposes  of  revenue;  that  these  changes, 
wheu  raising  the  duty,  whether  opeiaiing  before  or  after  July  1, 
1812,  should,  as  a  general  rule,  be  confined  to  articles  not  paying 
a  duty  as  high  as  twenty  percent.;  that,  except  in  extreme  cases, 
It  should  never  raise  them  above  that  rate;  and,  lastly,  that  the 
existing  provisions  for  the  payment  of  duties  in  cash,  and  the 
assessment  of  them  on  the  value  of  the  merchandise  at  the 
port  of  entry,  after  1842,  are  too  important  to  bo  disregarded." 
By  the  act  of  1832— 

1st.  Certain  articles  were  taxed  above  20  per 
cent. 

2d.  Certain  articles  were  taxed  below  20  per 
cent. 

3d.  Certain  articles  were  made  free. 
4th.  Tae  duties  above  and  below  20  per  cent, 
were  laid  almost  entirely  upon  \he  protected  or- 
tide*. 

5th.  The  articles  made  free  were  chiefly,  almost 
wholly,  of  the  unprotected  class,  or  luxuries. 
By  the  act  of  1833— 

1st.  The  duties  above  20  per  cent,  are  to  be  re- 
duced by  Jane,  1842,  to  20  per  cent. 

2d.  Certain  specified  articles,  entirely  of  the  tm- 
protected  class,  are  made  free. 

31.  The  duties  on  no  articles,  except  those  pay- 
ing  less  than  20  per  cent,  should  be  increased  prior 
to  June,  1842,  and  those  duties  should  be  increased 
to  20  per  cent.  only. 

4lb.  The  duties  on  wo  artkleswhateoer  shall,  after 
June,  1842,  be  raised  above  20  per  csnt. 

5>h.  After  June,  1842,  the  duties  on  all  imports 
on  which  the  Ut  section  operates,  on  all  articles 
then  admitted  free,  and  On  all  paying  less  than  20 
per  cent,  may  be  laid  as  high  as,  but  no  higher,  than 
90  percent. 

6th.  After  June,  1842,  all  duties  shall  be  laid  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  such  revenue  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  an  economical  administration  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

And  this  last  is  ths  great  and  leading  principle 
gained  by  the  anti-tariff  party  in  the  compromise: 
1st.  A  tariff  for  revenue  only;  2d.  Only  so  much 
revenue  as  is  necessary  to  an  economical  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government. 

Such,  sir,  are  the  great  leading  features  and  prin- 
ciples of  the  great  compromise  of  1833. 

By  these  features  we  can  easily  dUiingoi&h  the 
dividing  lines  between  the  North  and  the  South  in 
1833.  Here  we  can  see  that  neither  party  got  nor 
lost  all.  By  the  debates  of  that  period  you  can 
:  easily  find  the  extreme  points  for  which  th*  respec- 
tive parties  contended. 


The  resolution  of  Mr.  Hayne,  who  was  truly  the 
champion  of  the  South,  and  his  able  commentary 
npon  it,  show  you  what  the  anti-tariff  party  con- 
tended for  and  against: 

1st.  For  a  tariff  for  revenue. 

2d.  For  the  reduction  of  revenue  to  the  wants  of 
the  Government. 

3d.  Against  the  constitutionality  of  a  tariff  for 
protection  per  se;  admitting,  however,  the  power  of 
discriminating  duties  for  revenue,  but  contending 
for  an  equalization  of  duties  upon  the  protected  and 
unprotected  class  of  articles. 

See  volume  8th,  part  1st,  of  Congressional  de- 
bates of  1831  and  1832: 

»  Monday,  January  16.— The  Senate  took  up  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  oy  Mr.  Clay  on  the  10th  instant: 

"Jtesofotd,  That  the  existing  duties  upon  articles  imported 
from  foreign  countries,  and  not  coming  into  competition  with 
similar  articles  made  or  produced  within  the  United  States, 
ought  to  be  forthwith  abolished,  except  the  duties  upon  wines 
and  silks,  and  that  those  ought  to  be  reduced;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

"Mr.  Hayne  moved  the  following  modification  of  the  reso- 
lution: 

"Strike  eut  all  after  tho  word  'countries,'  and  insert  as  fol- 
lows: (he  so  reduced  that  the  amount  of  the  public  revenue  shall 
be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Government  according  to 
their  present  scale,  after  the  payment  of  the  public  debt;  and 
thai,  allowing  a  reasonable  time  for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the 
present  high  duties  on  the  articles  coming  into  competition 
with  similar  articles  made  or  produced  within  the  United 
Slates,  the  duties  shall  be  ultimately  equalized,  so  that  the  duty 
on  no  article  shall,  as  compared  with  the  value  of  that  article, 
vary  materially  Irom  the  general  average.'  " 

Bach  were  the  rival  propositions;  and  reference 
to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  at  the  time,  will  show 
the  policy  which  the  tariff  party  contended  for. 
January  11,  1833,  he  said: 

"Although  it  may  be  impracticable  to  say  what  the  exact 
amount  of  tlie  public  revenue  should  be  forthe  future,  and  what 
would  be  the  precise  produce  of  any  given  system  of  imposts, 
we  may  safely  assume  that  the  revenue  may  now  be  reduced, 
and  considerably  reduced.  This  teduction  may  be  effected  in 
various  ways,  and  on  different  principles.  Only  three  modes 
shall  now  bo  noticed: 

*'lst.  To  reduce  the  duties  on  all  articles  in  the  tame  ratio, 
without  regtrd  to  the  principle  of  protection. 

"2d.  T»  retain  them  on  unprotected  articles,  and  augment 
them  on  the  protected  articles. 

"And,  3J.  To  abolish  and  reduce  the  duties  on  unprotected 
articles,  retaining  and  enforcing  the  faithful  collection  of  those 
on  tho  protected  articles." 

The  first  two  modes  he  opposed,  and  the  third  he 
supported  as  equitable  and  reasonable;  taking  par- 
ticular care  not  to  notice  or  debate,  however,  a 
fourth  mode— to  abolish  and  reduce  the  duties  on  the 
protected  articles,  and  to  retain,  and,  if  necessary,  to 
augment  the  duties  on  the  unprotected  articles,  or 
"luxuries,"  as  they  are  now  called — the  modes  for 
which  the  South  contended. 

The  compromise  retained  but  reduced  the  duties 
on  the  protected  articles,  and  made,  contrary  to 
the  will  of  the  South,  most  of  the  unprotected  ar- 
ticles or  luxuries  free. 

Then  gentlemen  of  the  tariff  party  resisted  the 
duties  upon  "hixuritt"  in  order  to  retain  those  on 
the  protected  articles.  JTow  they  wish  to  tax  noth- 
ing so  much  as  "luxuries."  Is  it  their  object  now 
'to  lay  a  tax  on  luxuries  in  order  to  have  a  pretext 
for  increasing  the  duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life? 
Sir,  can  any  man  read  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
compromise  act  and  not  see  that  this  must  be  the 
object  of  those  who  understand  its  letter  and  spirit? 
Does  not  every  eye  see  that  there  is  a  certain  relation 
kept  up  throughout  the  positions  assumed,  the  de- 
bates, and  the  acts  of  1832  and  1833  themselves, 
between  the  protected  and  the  unprotected  articles? 
Will  it  not  be,  then,  simply  a  question  of  the  single 
rule  of  three  with  protection  gentlemen — that,  if 
protected  articles  are  taxed  only  so  much,  while  luxu- 
ries, or  unprotected  articles,  are  free,  how  much  shall 
the  duties  on  protected  articlts  be  increased  when  luxu- 
ries become  taxed!  If  we,  of  the  minority,  consent  to 
disturb  the  tariff  on  luxuries,  do  you  suppose  we  will 
be  allowed*  to  stop  there?  May  not,  will  not  gentle- 
men insist  upon  carrying  out  the  compromise  act,and 
preserving  and  continuing  these  relations  established 
by  the  act  between  protected  and  unprotected  arti- 
cles? Sir,  the  moment  that  gentlemen  began  to 
talk  even  of  duties  on  "luxuries,"  did  we  not  see 
the  resolution  proposed  to  be  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont,*  fMr.  Evnaitr,]  and  did  we 
not  see  the  pin  bill?  If  we  consent  to  disturb  the 
compromise,  where  shall  we  stop— what  security 
have  we  that  a  majority  will  stop  at  all?  Give  up, 
yield  to  the  first  inroad  on  this  act,  and  you  will 
be  stuck  full  of  pins  1 

[Here  Mr.  Wise  was  interrupted  in  his  remarks 
by  Mr.  Stanly.] 


Mr.  Wrsn  continued.  Sir,  some  gentlemen  un- 
dertake to  shear  wolves.  I  will  not.  I  will  wait 
until  I  am  obliged  to  contend  with  a  superior  force 
before  I  fight.  I  will  fight  this  tariff  majority,  shy. 
I  will  retreat,  sir,  as  our  fathers  did  in  the  Revolu- 
tion— barefooted  first,  before  1  will  grapple  with  a 
majority  tempted  by  every  interest  to  put  me  to  the 
slaughter  without  quarters.  That  majority,  con- 
sisting of  members  of  all  parties,  is  now  alive  and 
watching  for  us  in  the  minority  to  touch  "luxuries," 
and  our  only  hope  against  protective  duties  is  to 
contend  at  once  for  the  first  great  principle  esta- 
blished by  the  act  itself—  "not  to  disturb  the  compro* 
mite  without  an  actual  and  unavoidable  necessity." 
We  have  this  giant  majority  bound  now  only  by 
the  shreds  of  faith;  they  are  weak  enough,  we  all 
know,  and  they  shah  not  be  unbound  with  my  can- 
sent.  I  fear  the  beast  of  a  protective  tariff,  and 
am  no  Van  Amburgh,  to  be  thrown  into  a  cage  of 
lions  and  tigers !  Other  gentlemen  may  ri>k  the 
fangs  and  teeth  of  a  wild  majority — I  will  not. 

By  the  compromise  we  ob'ained  somewhat  of 
approximation  to  equalization  of  duties  on  pro- 
tected and  unprotected  articles.  And  whether  the 
act  of  last  session — the  fourteen  sections  of  the 
Senate — were  in  conformity  either  to  the  letter  or 
spirit  of  the  compromise  act,  let  the  world  decide. 
Will  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Stahly]  say  these  sections  were  in  accordance  with 
the  compromise  act?  No.  And  yet  we  were  then 
told  the  same  thing— that  nobody  desired  to  disturb 
the  compromise ! 

[Here  Mr.  Stanly  rose  and  said  "he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  say  that  those  sections  were  in  accord- 
ance with  the  compromise.1'] 

Mr.  Wise.  Then  th?  gentleman's  understand- 
ing of  the  compromise  is  wholly  different  from 
mine.  What  Is  the  compromise?  That  no  aiticle, 
either  before  or  after  the  30th  of  June,  1843,  shall 
be  taxed  more  than  20  per  cent  What  were  the 
provisions  of  these  sections?  That  silk  and  worsted 
goods,  and  bleached  and  unbleached  linens,  should 
be  taxed  from  5  to  25,  and  even  as  high,  in  some 
instances,  as  50  per  cent. !  Does  the  gentleman 
deny  this?  I  know  the  act  was  exceedingly  com- 
plex; it  named  no  duty;  it  employed,  ingeniously 
enough,  a  great  deal  of  circumlocution;  but  I  have 
expositions  of  its  mode  of  operation,  from  from  the 
most  enlightened  merchants  and  fron  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury.  Gentlemen  and  I— all  say, 
they  mean  to  carry  out  the  compromise;  but,  sir, 
we  understand  it  differently— there  is  the  rub !  Gen- 
tlemen and  I  do  not  mean  the  same  thing.  For 
example,  sir,  that  bill  contained  a  direct  protection 
of  Kentucky  of  ton  bagging— a.  protection  which 
was  aimed  at  in  1832,  and  withdrawn  by  the  act 
of  1833;  and  yet  it  was  inserted  in  these  sections 
as  perfectly  consistent  with  the  compromise.  I  re- 
fer gentlemen  to  the  same  speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  in 
1832: 

"The  success  of  the  American  manufacture  of  cotton  bag- 
ging has  bean  such  as  that,  by  furnishing  a  bettet  and  cheaper 
article,  tho  bagging  of  Inverness  sod  Dundee  has  been  almost 
excluded  from  the  consumption  of  the  Sluice  bordering  on.  the 
Mississippi  and  its  tributaries.  There  has  not  yet  been  eiiffi* 
cient  time  to  fabricate  and  transport  the  article  in  necessary 
quantities  from  the  Western  States  to  the  tfouthern  Atlanffe 
States,  which,  therefore,  hare  been  almost  exclusively  supplied 
from  the  Scottish  manufactories.  The  payment  of  the  Duties 
is  evaded  by  the  introduction  ot  the  foreign  fabric,  under  the 
name  of  burlaps,  or  some  other  mercantile  phrase,  and,  instead 
of  paying  five  cents  the  Bquaieyard.it  is  entered  with  a  duty  of 
only  fifteen  per  cent  ad  valorem.  That  this  p  ran  ire  pre  vain, 
ia  demonstrated  by  the  Treasury  report  of  the  deles  on  cotton 
bagging  for  the  years  1828.  1529.  and  1»£0.    During  the  first 

Cjar,  the  amount  was  137.006  dollars;  the  sccrnd,  106,068  dol- 
rs;  and  the  third,  it  sunk  down  to  14,141  dollars!" 
So,  sir,  my  friend  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Thompson]  can  heie  see  that  it  is  no  new  idea  to 
exclude  bleached  and  unbleached  linens  in  order  to 
afford  protection  to  the  agricultural  products  of 
either  cotton  or  hemp,  by  increasing  the  consump- 
tion of  the  fabrics  of  either.  The  same  idea  was 
faithfully  pressed  by  the  protective  party  in  1832; 
and  it  is  the  same  protective  idea  still,  whether  ap- 
plied to  hemp  of  Kentucky  or  cotton  of  South  Ca- 
rolina. 

[Mr.  Thompson  replied.  He  had  said  that  he 
had  no  doubt  that  the  prohibition  of  foreign  linen 
would  increase  the  consumption  of  cotton  fabrics 
which  would  be  substituted,  but  that  he  would 
neither  Tote  for  a  prohibitory  nor  protective  ■  duty 
upon  linens;  first,  he  weuld  not  because  he  be- 
lieved it  unconstitutional,  and  he  would  not  vote 
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for  a  measure  which  he  thought  unconstitutional, 
for  any  paltry  benefit  to  his  own  section,  nor  would 
he,  for  any  present  benefit  to  his  own  particular 
staple,  recognise  the  protective  principle  which, 
in  its' general  operation,  would  infinitely  counter- 
vail the  benefit  of  a  small  increase  of  consumption 
of  cotton.] 

Mr.  Wise.  I  understood  the  gentleman  not  to 
intend  to  vote  for  protection  to  cotton  in  this  sense, 
bat  I  could  not  so  well  understand  why  the  idea  was 
so  elaborated  by  him,  and  why  cotton  fabrics  were 
praised  ai  so  much  "prettier"  than  silks.  I  give 
this  principle  of  protection — this  provision  of  ihe 
fourteen  sections  passed  in  the  Senate  last  session 
to  tax  bleached  and  unbleached  linen*  of  Russia 
and  Scotland,  in  order  to  exclude  '  burlaps,"  &c. 
from  competition  with  American  hemp — this  otd 
and  not  odd  idea  of  1632  again  revived  at  this  time, 
when  the  cry  is  now  onlu  to  tax  luxuries— as  an  exam- 
ple merely  of  the  understanding  of  some  gentlemen  of 
kow  the  compromise  adit  to  bs  carried  out!  Sir,  it 
only  shows  that  this  thing  of  carrying  out  this  act 
is  a  complex  and  intricate  question— it  is  an  edged 
tool,  and  we  of  the  minority  are  treading  upon 
burning  ploughshares  every  step  we  lake  in  taxing 
luxuries.  This  mode  of  carrying  out  the  compro- 
mise—of  not  disturbing  the  ccmpiorai.se,  has  made 
me  distrustful  and  disinclined  to  touch  the  subject 
of  the  tariff  at  all — has  determined  me  to  meet  the 
attemptat  the  threshold,  to  "lake  the  ball  at  the  first 
hop." 

Besides,  sir,  the  compromise  act  provides  express- 
ly on  what  articles  the  duties  shall  be  laid  prior  to 
June,  1842,  in  caae  of  excess  or  deficiency  of  reve- 
nue. What  are  they?  See  section  6ih  of  the  act, 
which  provides  that,  <!in  the  contingency  either  of 
excess  or  deficiency  of  revenue,"  an  act  may  be 
passed  prior  to  the  30lh  day  of  June,  1842,  * 'alter- 
ing  the  rates  of  duties  on  articles  which,  by  the  act 
of  1832,  are  subject  to  a  less  rate  of  duty  than  20 
per  cenium  ad  valorem,"  in  such  manner  as  not 
to  exceed  that  rate,  and  "so  as  to  adjust  the  revenue 
to  either  of  the  said  contingencies." 

By  the  report  of  the  Sectetary  already  quot.d — 
page  second — we  see  also  that  the  second  limitation 
of  the  compromise  is  that  there  shall  be  no  altera- 
tion of  duties  prior  to  June,  1842,  except  upon  the 
articles  named  in  this  section— to  wit,  the  articles 
subject  by  the  act  of  1832  to  a  less  rate  of  duty  than 
30  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

What  are  those  articles?  See  the  act  of  1832. 
The  list  is  too  long  to  quote,  but  many  of  theie  ar- 
ticles are  of  the  protected  close,  and  if  we  U  uch 
silks  and  wines,  what  is  to  prevent  an  increase  of 
duties  not  exceeding  20  per  centum  ad  valorem  on 
fee  whole  of  these  protected  articles?  Did  not  the 
resolution  of  inquiry  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  [Mr.  Everett]  point  directly  to 
that?  I  feared  it  did  sir,  and,  therefore,  objected  to 
its  reception. 

Again:  The  duties  proposed  even  upon  wines  and 
silks  and  bleached  and  unbleached  linens,  &c.  in- 
volve protection  and  the  whole  subject  of  counter- 
vailing duties,  and  violate  the  compromise  act. 

The  4th  section  af  the  act  provides  expressly 
that  "bleached  and  unbleached  linens,  table  linen, 
linen  napkins,  and  linen  cambrics,  and  worsted 
stuff  goods,  shawls,  and  other  manufactures  of  silk 
and  worsted,  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which 
silk  shall  be  the  component  material  of  chief  value, 
coming  fftn  this  side  of  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope, 
except  sewing  silk,  shall,  until  the  30th  of  June, 
1842,  be  admitted  to  enter  free  from  duty."  Yet 
the  act  of  last  session  proposed  to  tax  some  of 
these  very  articles  as  high  as  25,  and  even  50  per 
cent! 

Bat,  sir,  I  wish  to  examine  a  moment  the  subject 
of  duties  on  French  wines  and  silks,  especially  as 
connected  with  our  staples  of  tobacco  and  cotton. 

On  this  subject,  sir,  I  am  for  "letting  well  enough 
•lone."  I  do  not  know  how  it  is  with  the  pipe  and 
aegar  tobacco  of  Maryland — the  kite-foot  of  my 
friend,  (Mr.  Jenifer,)  but  the  old  James  riv^r 
weed,  the  chewing  tobacco  of  Virginia,  I  am  told, 
was  never  doing  better.  It  never,  upon  the  whole, 
bore  a  better  price  as  compared  with  other  articles 
of  export,  and  our  planters  are  doing  too  well  to 
enter  upon  a  war  of  countervailing  dutier, 
which  never  yet  ended  in  any  thing  else  but  recri- 


mination4, making  bad,  even  where  there  was  any 
bad,  worse.  I  want  more  light,  Mr.  Chairman, 
than  the  Tobacco  Convention  has  yet  beamed  upon 
this  subject.  Maryland  may  have  cause  to  com- 
plain, though  1  am  told  there  are  more  than  7C 
millions  of  cigars  imported  into  this  country,  and 
the  most  of  them  are  not  only  manufactured  of  our 
tobacco,  but  are  actually  manufactured  here  and 
exported  to  get  the  Havana  stamp  before  they  are 
sold — that  the  enhanced  value  of  the  cigars  will 
justify  the  exportation  for  importation  again.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  and  I  do  not  vouch  for  it,  I  have 
a  full  survey  of  our  whole  trade  with  France, 
which  ought  to  be  well  understood  before  we  tam- 
per with  the  delicate  subject  of  countervailing  du- 
ties. Look  to  it,  sir,  or  you  may  lone  in  one  way, 
and  various  ways,  more  than  you  gain  in  an- 
other. I  hold  in  my  band  a  full  statistical  and  his- 
torical view  ot  our  commercial  relations  with 
France,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee. 

[Here  Mi.  Triplett,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  in- 
quired by  whom  the  statement  was  madc7] 

Mr.  Wise.  I  am  not  the  author  of  the  statement, 
bat  I  adopt  the  in'ormation  it  contains,  and  rely 
upon  it  as  my  own,  until  some  gentleman  shall 
point  out  an  error  in  it.    I  will  rvad  it. 

♦•The  commercial  relations  between  France  and  (he  United 
States  are  based  upon  the  term*  ofthe  contention  of  the  21th  of 
June,  1822,  which  does  not  regulate  the  general  duties  upon  mer- 
chandise, but  only  the  discriminating  over-taxes  that  affect  on 
both  sides,  to  the  benefit  of  the  national  flag,  the  shipping  of  the 
adverse  party.  In  relation  to  the  tespective  products,  no  inter- 
national stipulations  provide  for  their  rates  of  entry  or  exporta- 
tion, and  it  has  always  been  referred  to  the  general  legislation 
of  both  nations. 

"From  these,  however,  are  excepted  Frenrh  wines,  on  one 
part,  and  American  long-staple  cotton  on  the  other — concessions 
having  been  reciprocally  made  in  their  favor  by  the  treaty  of  the 
4th  ofJuly,  1831. 

"Excepting,  then,  these  two  articles,  the  situation  as  regards 
the  commercial  stipulations  consists  purely  in  the  repeal  oi  the 
discriminating  duties  imposed  upon  the  rival  flags,  caused  by  the 
direct  transportation  of  goods,  and  in  the  perfect  equality  ol  ton- 
nage duties,  mutually  established  at  the  identical  rates  of  5 
francs  on  one  aide  and  94  cents  on  the  other.  . 

"In  Washington  as  well  as  in  Parts,  the  grievances  expressed 
by  the  Federal  Government,  directly  or  through  its  diplomatic 
agents,  have  a  double  character. 

~u3omo  rest  on  a  system  of  general  recrimination  against  the 
French  legislation  of  custom",  and  on  a  comparison  of  the  ad- 
vantages derived  by  both  countries  in  the  course  of  their  com- 
mercial relations.  Others  relate  to  a  certain  number  of  de- 
signated articles,  such  as  cotton,  rice,  limetdl  tea,  indigo,  and 
tooacco. 

"The  United  States  participate  In  the  general  commercial 
movsmeniof  France  in  the  following  proportion: 

Amounts  expressed  in  miliums  off  ranee. 
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"Therefore,  the  Americans,  instead  of  taking  the  fourth 
part  (as  asserted  by  their  Government)  of  the  whole  of  the 
French  products,  only  take  the  sixth;  and  France,  In  return, 
receives  from  them  more  than  the  seventh  part  of  her  whole 
imports. 

"The  year  1837,  even,  shows  a  result  entirely  to  the  reverse, 
as  the  United  States  only  took  the  ninth  part  of  the  French  ex- 
portation, while  France  received  from  them  more  than  the  se- 
venth of  her  whole  importation. 

"If  compared  together,  the  relative  amounts  of  this  double 
movement  of  the  French  commerce  with  the  Unitdd  States,  dur- 
ing the  period  of  the  twelve  years  above  stated,  will  be  found 
to  give  the  following  results: 
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'•It  may  be  objected  that  the  advantages  which  these  tabular 
results  seem  to  show  in  favor  of  France  are  still  increased  by 
the  nature  of  the  exchanged  products,  since  those  sent  to  France 
mostly  of  primitive  materials;  while  France  sends 


*n  return  a  large  quantity  of  manufactured  articles.  But 
it  is  important  to  notice,  according  to  the  above  table,  that  this 
last  circumstance  has  largely  contributed  to  ensure  to  the  Ame- 
rican exportation  its  almost  constant  and  regular  increase  since 
twenty  years;  that  the  only  decrease  in  the  importation  was  in 
1831;  that,  in  1837,  it  was  33  percent  larger  than  the  French 
exportation,  and  that,  from  1825  to  1838,  it  increased  from  41 
millions  to  101;  increase  equal  to  146.3  per  cent 

"During  that  time,  the  French  exports  have  been  submkied 
to  the  most  abrupt  variations,  as  well  in  increase  as  in  decrease. 
From  163*2  to  1833,.  it  went  from  66  millions  op  to  107,  to  &H 
back  again,  in  1837,  from  166  millions  to  68.  The  166  millions 
to  which  it  amounted  in  1836  and  the  120  in  1838,  but  particu- 
larly the  first,  may  be  considered  as  unusual,  being  to  a  great 
degree  the  result  of  the  extraordinary  impulse  given  to  (ho 
commercial  intercourse  with  Europe  by  the  establishment  of 
local  banks  in  the  different  States  of  the  Union,  and  the  facility 
they  afforded  to  the  commerce  to  get  rid  of  their  own  paper. 
And  this  Impulse  may  be  considered  as  the  source  of  all  the  loo- 
ses sustained  by  the  French  commerce  in  the  liquidation  of  tub 
unusual  exportation.  And  at  the  present  time,  like  in  1837. 
the  reaction  of  this  system,  again  felt  in  the  United  States,  will 
create^  and  has  already  created,  a  notable  reduction  In  their  im- 
portation from  France  for  1839  and  1840.  Notwithstanding  these 
observations,  if  we  take  as  a  regular  term  of  comparison  the 
amount  of  French  exports  for  1838,  we  see  that,  since  1825  to 
the  present  moment,  it  has  only  been  increased  from  94miUioaa 
to  120;  that  is,  28  per  cent. 

'•Moreover,  the  French  exportation  is  diminishing,  while  that 
from  America  Is  in  progress;  and,  though  the  difference  in  favor 
of  France  be  still  15.8  per  cent,  the  Americans  have  in  feet  de- 
rived more  profit  than  the  French. 

"Bat  it  is  Important  to  mention  one  fact,  showing  that  the 
difference  in  favor  of  French  exportation  is  far  from  being  a 
disadvantage^  the  Americans;  it  is,  that  most  of  their  products 
shipped  from  France  far  the  different  ports  of  the  Union  cannot 
be  considered  as  forming  part  of  the  American  imports  from 
France. 

"Indeed,  if  we  take  the  amount  of  the  exportation  of  1838, 
though  i  better  one  might  be  used  to  strengthen  this  argument, 
we  would  find  that  the  consumption  of  French  products, 
amounting  to  120  millions  of  francs  for  a  population  of  12  mil- 
lions of  souls,  would  make  the  annual  consumption  of  articles 
of  French  industry  or  production  by  each  inhabitant  equal  to 
12  francs,  while  the  whole  of  the  French  exportation  to  Europe, 
which  amounts  to  293  millions  of  francs  for  a  population  of  213 
millions  of  souls,  makes  the  consumption  of  the  same  products 
by  each  rahabiiantequaltoonly  1  franc  30  centimes. 

"The  relative  wealth  of  the  American  consumer  does  not  af- 
ford a  sufficient  explanation  of  this  very  great  difference.  A 
sufficient  reason  for  it  cannot  be  found,  eithei  in  the  state  of  the 
American  industry,  which  in  fact  is  very  far  from  standing  ooi 
of  competition  with  that  of  Euiope,  its  annual  production  hav- 
ing been  valued  at  no  less  than  300  millions  of  dollars.  To  ac- 
count, then,  for  this  enormous  difference,  it  is  necessary  to  ad- 
mit, not  only  (what  is  otherwise  ascertained)  that  pan  of  the 
French  products  aro  merely  deposited  in  the  United  States  to 
be  reshipped  for  other  countries  of  the  same  hemisphere,  such 
as  Mexico,  Columbia.  Central  Republic,  Venezuela,  Ecuador, 
New  Grenada,  dec;  but,  moreover,  that  is  done  for  a  largo 
amount.  The  Americans,  in  furnishing  out  of  their  own  im* 
ports  these  nations,  who  possess  little  or  no  navy,  with  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  products  of  France,  have,  besides  the  profit  of 
navigation,  all  the  benefit  of  the  commerce  of  deposits  and  of 
transit,  and  even  the  gains  on  commercial  speculation.  Thai 
slate  of  things  is  very  unfavorable  to  France,  and  annihilates 
the  advantages  expected  by  her  as  a  consequence  of  her  trea- 
ties of  commerce  and  navigation  with  the  new  States  of  South 
America. 

"Another  grievance  expressed  by  the  American  Government 
is  based  upon  the  assertion  that  *a  duty  exceeding  50  per  cent,  if 
levied  by  France  upon  the  primitive  materials  coming  from  the 
Uuited  States.' 

"It  is  easy  to  prove  how  erroneous  is  this  calculation, 

"In  1838,  France  exported  to  the  United  States  about  sixteen 
millions  of  francs  worth  of  natural  products,  and  about  one 
hundred  and  four  millions  of  manufactured  article:  amoaoting 
in  all  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions.  The  following  hat 
gives  the  principal  articles,  classed  according  to  their  impor- 
tance: 

French  Exports  to  the  Untied  State*. 

Silk  goods 61,672,428 

Woollen  goods       ....    16,478.918 
Cotton       do.         ...  .      9,4301278 

Linen        do.         ....      6,001,431 

83,883,096 

Wines,  spirits,  Ac.         .....  10,496,000 

Worked  kids  and  gloves  ....    6,166,000 

Vitrification 3^32,080 

Hosiery 2£llj0tt> 

Millinery 1,751,000 

Fruits 1,220000 

"In  the*  same  year,  183S,  France  received  from  the  Unites' 
States  eighty- five  millions  of  francs  worth  of  material*  neces- 
sary to  industry,  and  more  than  thirty  millions  worth  of  maas> 
factured  articles;  altogether,  one  hundred  and  one  "*»»*«t  of 
francs.  The  principal  articles  are  as  follows,  according  to  their 
importance: 

Exports  from  the  United  State*  to  France. 

Cotton 78^25,009 

Tobacco .......  12,166,000 

Paltnleaf  hats 2^/4,OW 

Potashes 1^66,000 

Whalebones 1,(06,000 

Common  timber  623,000 

Products  of  animals  and  skins  .  *  86L.000 
Rice 79,000 

"The  duties  paid  on  the  whole  import,  amounting  to  one  hue- 
fired  and  one  millions  of  francs,  excepting:  a  lew  more  articles 
of  no  importance,  were  0,817,276  francs. 

"So  that  the  duties  imposed  by  the  French  tariff  upon  Ame- 
rican products,  which  are  said  to  exceed  60  percent,  are.  in  fact, 
according  to  that  same  tariff,  less  than  10  per  cent.  And,  if  the 
same  calculation  be  applied  to  American  cotton  alone,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  duties  paid  upon  it,  amounting  to  8,714,236  irancs 
are  not  more  than  1 1  per  cent,  of  its  value. 

'It  is  said  also  that  the  products  of  America  are  generally 
submitted  in  France  to  an  overtax  of  33  per  cent  oempered  wits 
the  products  of  other  countries;'   and  that,  while    ' 


commerce  is  thus  treated  by  France  so  much  more  uaJavnrakry 
than  that  of  other  nations,  France  is  iavored  in  ma  (rafts* 
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i  by  discriminating  duties  of  10  per  cent,  imposed  op. 
on  articles  coming  in  competition  with  the  products  of  French 
industry. 

"Far  from  there  being  even  the  slightest  appearance  of  dis- 
crimination in  the  duties  imposed  by  the  French  tariff"  with  a 
▼jew  to  give  to  the  products  of  any  nation  the  preference  on 
those  of  America,  the  French  legislation  is,  on  the  contrary,  rory 
favorable  to  the  importation  from  that  country. 

"For  example:  the  rice  from  Carolina  is  charged  with  a 
smaller  duty  than  the  rice  of  any  other  country,  even  that  of 
Piedmont,  which  for  many  reasons  might  be  favored,  and,  how 
ever,  pays  a  duty  of  6  francs,  while  the  first  only  pays  a  duty  of 
2}  francs. 

"The  duty  on  American  cotton  has  been  brought  down  to  20 
francs,  without  distinction  of  quality,  while  cotton  from  other 
countries  remains  submitted  to  duties  of  25  «nd  30  francs. 

"American  potashes  pay  15  francs,  and  those  from  Rus- 
sia 18. 

"No  distinction  is  made  between  the  flour,  the  timber,  the 
dying  wood  coming  from  any  ports  of  Europe  and  that  im- 
ported from  transatlantic  ports;  and  the  duties  are  of  no  im- 
portance. 

"It  is  the  same  thing  for  turtle  shell,  on  which  the  duties 
are  regulated  by  the  same  quality,  varying  from  171  to  25  and 
60  francs. 
••The  same  for  the  following  articles: 
Whalebones       - 
Fish  oils 

Honey      ..... 
Wax  not  worked 

Hides 

Palmlaaf  hats,  fine 

Do.  coarse    ...  __       _t 

"But  these  articles  being  almost  all  that  constitutes  the  direct 
export  from  the  United  states  to  France,  it  is  easy  to  judge 
whether  the  tariff  of  France  deserves  or  not  all  the  accusations 
charged  against  it.  It  is  sufficient  to  add  that  all  differences  of 
duties  which  were  established  by  it  in  favor  of  French  naviga- 
tion have  now  turned,  since  the  convention  of  1824,  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  American  dag. 

"As  to  the  objection  representing  the  discriminating  duty  of 
10  per  cent,  levied  in  the  United  States  on  Chinese  silks  ad  being 
specially  established  in  favor  of  French  industry,  and  as  relat- 
ing to  a  certain  number  of  other  foreign  products  brought  in 
competition  with  thoseof  France  on  the  American  market,  it  is 
proper  to  state  that  this  duty  only  bears  upon  one  article— the 
silks  imported  in  the  United  States  from  countries  situated  On 
the  other  side  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  thil  it  cannot  be  said 
to  be  favorable  to  France  alone,  as  it  is  also  profitable  to  the 
exportation  of  silks  from  all  parts  of  Europe,  without  distinc- 
tion; that  it  has  been  established  less  with  a  view  of  a  European 
or  French  interest  than  fur  the  protection  of  certain  cotton  ar- 
ticles manufactured  in  the  United  States,  and  which  could  hot, 
without  this  duty,  support  the  competition  with  common  Chi- 
nese silks. 

'Therefore,  the  advantage  which  France,  whose  legislation 
of  customs  is  so  favorable  10  the  direct  importation  from  Ame- 
rica, may  find  in  the  American  market,  is  but  the  consequence 
of  measures  taken  without  regard  to  her  interest,  however  use- 
f  ul  they  may  prove  to  her,  as  the  price  df  concessions  at  least 
equivalent.  Among  these  may  be  speedily  classed  those  made 
in  favor  of  French  wines  by  the  treaty  ol  the  4th  of  July,  1831, 
for  they  have  been  bought  by  the  renunciation  (stipulated  in 
thai  treaty)  to  the  French  claims  with  relation  to  the  8th  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  the  30th  of  April,  1903,  for  the  cession  of 
Louisiana,' and  by  the  promise,  since  realized,  to  bring  down 
the  duties  upon  long  staple  cotton  to  equal  those  paid  upon  the 
other  kind  of  cotton  directly  imported  on  French  or  American 

4 This  favor  even,  notwithstanding  the  price  doubly  paid  for  it 
by  France,  has  become  more  nominal  than  effective,  in  conse- 
quence of  certain  measures  since  adopted  by  the  Federal  Go* 
▼ernment. 

"Among  the  special  grievances'  expressed  by  the  United 
States  against  France,  we  have  already  mentioned  those  against 
the  duties  levied  en  cotton,  rice,  Unseed,  tea,  indigo,  and 
tobacco.  It  is  easy  to  leducs  these  recriminations  to  their  pro- 
per value" 

[Here  Mr.  Wmb  concluded  his  remarks  on  the 
3d. 


Friday,  January  29,  1841. 

[Mr.  Wise  having  taken  the  floor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  resuming  his  argument  of  yesterday — 

Mr.  Rhktt  requested  him  to  yield  it  for  a  mo* 
meat  to  enable  him  to  make  an  inquiry  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia. 

Mr.  Wis*  baring  yielded— 

Mr.  Rritt  said  he  had  understood  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  had  said  yester- 
day that  a  member  of  the  convention  of  South  Ca- 
rolina (now  holding  a  seat  oa  this  floor)  had  in 
that  body  (so  high  bad  the  excitement  run)  pro- 
posed a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  As  he  (Mr.  R.) 
was  the  only  member  of  that  convention  now  on 
this  floor,  he  supposed  the  gentleman  must  have 
referred  to  him. 

Mr.  Wise  was  understood  to  say  that  be  did  al- 
lude to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  {Mr.. 
Rhbtt;]  that  such  was  the  impression  then  pre- 
vailing in  the  country,  and  that  if  the  newspapers 
at  that  time  were  to  be  believed,  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union  was  actually  proposed  or  talked  of  in 
that  convention. 

Mr.  Rhktt  said  that  the  gentleman  was  entirely 
misinformed.    Neither  he  nor  any  other  member 


'This  article  ensured  to  French  shipping  all  the  advantages 
given  to  the  most  favored  nation  in  all  the  porta  of  the  given  up 
lefrHory. 


of  the  convention  ever  proposed  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union,  wor  was  any  such  proposition  ever 
made  or  discussed  in  the  convention. 

Mr.  Wise  was  understood  to  say  he  was  glad  he 
had  made  the  remark,  because  it  had  afforded  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhett]  an 
opportunity  of  contradicting  it.  He  hoped,  so  far 
at  least  as  South  Carolina  was  concerned,  that  that 
section  of  the  country  would  stand  vindicated  from 
the  charge  forever.] 

After  this  explanation,  Mr.  Wise  resumed.  Sir, 
I  left  off  reading  yesterday  when  1  came  to  the 
special  grievances  complained  of  against  France. 
I  will  proceed  to  read— commencing,  where  I  left 
off,  with  cotton: 

"Colton.— The  difference  of  6  francs  in  the  duties,  which  is 
complained  of  by  the  Federal  Government,  is  but  a  just  com* 
pensation  for  the  greater  value  of  American  cotton  compared 
with  that  of  Turkey  and  Egypt.  This  difference  has  not  at  all 
been  established  with  a  view  to  protect  one  kind  more  than  the 
other:  and  the  results  show  it 

'Though  submitted  to  higher  duties,  (the  difference  being 
formerly  25  francs,)  the  importation  of  American  cotton  has  in- 
creased in  fifieenyears  (1818  to  1832)  from  7,659,400  kilo- 
grammes to  27,333,000;  and  since  the  royal  ordinance  of  the 
16th  of  June,  1832,  has  reduced  the  difference  to  6  francs,  the 
amount  of  American  cotton  importation  has  increased  in  six 
years  15,396000  kilogrammes:  that  Is,  more  than  one  third, 
having  gone  up  in  1833  to  43,780,000  kilogrammes,  while  irom 
1825  to  1838  the  importation  of  Egyptian  cotton  went  down  from 
7,666,000  to  2,362,178  kilogrammes. 

"But  a  most  important  fact  to  notice  is,  that  the  difference  of 
duties  in  favor  of  Egyptian  cotton  exists  only  when  brought  on 
French  sMps,  and  of  this  the  Fedeial  Government  has  no  right 
to  complain,  when  the  equality  of  duties  stipulated  in  the  con 
venttou  of  1822  bears  exclusively  on  the  importation  under 
both  flags  of  international  product.  As  to  the  duties  levied  on 
Egyptian  cotton  when  imported  In  vesselaof  other  nations,  even 
those  of  Egypt,  they  are  established  in  such  a  way  as  to  consti- 
tute a  premium  of  five  francs  in  favor  of  the  same  product 
from  America  when  brought  on  American  vessels. 

"It  must  be  mid,  also,  that  certain  circumstances,  some  per- 
manent, same  temporary,  such  as,  on  one  part,  the  competition 
created  by  American  planters  with  each  other,  the  progress  of 
cultivation,  and,  according  to  General  Cass,  the  progressive 
diminution  of  prices,  which  must  be  the  consequence  of  it; 
and,  on  the  other,  the  unusual  state  of  Eeypt,  and  the  want  of 
extension  in  the  cultivation  of  that  country,  paralyzed  as  it  is 
by  a  monopoly,  leaving  no  hope  for  a  diminution  in  the  prices 
equivalent  to  that  which  must  take  place  in  America— all  these 
circumstances  must  necessarily  ensure  to  the  United  States  the 
largest  share  in  the  supply  of  cotton  for  the  French  market. 
The  truth  of  this  is  fully  ascertained  by  the  following  results: 
*The  proportion  of  American  cotton  used  in  the  French  con- 
sumption  is  estimated  at  about  .  .  .87 

That  from  the  East  -  -  .    ]0 

And  thai  from  other  countries,  including  places  of  deposits     3 

~100 
"This  shows  how  little  America  has  to  complain  of  the  com- 
petition  from  Egyptian  cotton,  and  how  little  reason   there 
should  be  to  take  away  the  entirely  nominal  advantage  which  is 
left  to  this  cotton,  since  (to  realize  the  promise  made  in  the 
treaty  of  1831)  the  duties  levied  on  American  cotton  have  been 
reduced  from  40  francs  to  2a 

"Rick— An  regards  this  article,  the  American  recriminations 
are  really  incomprehensible—the  tariff  being  altogether  favo- 
rable to  the  American  pioducu 

Rice  coming  from  the  port  where  first  shipped  pays,  if  from 

the  United  states  •  -.         •  fr.2.60 

If  from  European  ports       .....    4.00 

from  place  of  deposite     .....    6.00 

from  Piedmont,  direct  by  land     ....    6.00 

on  foreign  vessels  ......    900 

"This  renders  It  evident  that  the  Carolina  rice  is  greatly  pro- 
.ected,  if  compared  with  that  from  other  countries,  even  when 
taught  on  French  vessels.  * 

"Z*fMesd— This  article  has  never  been  of  any  importunes  in 
the  commerce  of  France  with  the  United  States.  Besides,  the 
duty  of  6  francs  formerly  levied  upon  this  product,  no  matter 
what  country  it  came  fiom,  (excepting,  however,  a  smalt  qaan- 
tyj-  brought  from  Russia  for  seed,  which  was  slightly  favored,) 
has-been  reduced  by  the  law  of  the  2d  of  July,  1836,  to  1  franc 
wlien  imported  on  French  or  American  vessels,  and  to  1  franc 
and  a  half  when  brought  on  all  other  foreign  ships  from  any 
country,  without  distinction. 

"Tea- and  Indigo.— These  two  articles  are  also  of  very  little 
consequence  In  the  commerce  of  the  two  nations.  In  1838,  the 
quantity  of  tea  brought  to  Fiance  from  the  United  States  was 
but  1,000  kilogrammes,  the  whole  value  being  less  than  20,000 
francs.  Of  indigo,  the  importation  does  not  exceed  6  or  7  hun- 
dred kilogrammes  a  year. 

uTobaeco.~-T\\t  recriminations  addressed  by  the  Americans 
agaiost  the  monopoly  exercised  by  the  French  administration 
touch  direclly  the  right  possessed  by  all  nations  of  regulating  as 
they  choose  the  elements  of  their  interna]  re  venae.  If  such 
prehensions  were  admitted  upon  one  point,  there  would  be  no 
means,  no  reason  to  repel  them  on  any  other.  To-day,  the  sub* 
Jectia  the  monopoly  of  tobacco;  to-morrow,  it  would  bo  munici- 
pal taxes,  esc  and  the  internal  economy  of  France,  as  well  as 
all  measures  calculated  to  act  directly  on  the  conditions  and  (he 
regulations  of  exotic  products,  would  become  the  basis  or  the 
pretext  of  constant  and  endless  aggressions. 

"In  principle,  these  recriminations  must  be  expressly  de* 
elined. 

"But,  even  laying  aside  this  peremptory  consideration,  the 
complaint  of  American  planters  cannot  sustain  discussion.  The 
duty  imposed  upon  foreign  tobacco  by  the  monopoly  being,  af- 
ter all,  in  whitever  form  it  may  be  levied,  but  a  duty  of  con* 
sumption,  the  legitimacy  of  which  is  acknowledged,  what  re- 
mains to  be  examined  is,  how  far  it  restrains  the  consumption 
of  foreign  product,  in  the  interest  of  which  it  is  incriminated. 

"The  nature  of  the  tobacco  manufactured  by  the  Regie  being 
mended  for  different  classes  of  consumers,  the  inferior  qual* 


ties  are  composed  of  the  indigenous  product,  while  all  the  supe- 
rior qualities  are  manufactured  with  the  mixture  of*  American 
tobacco.  The  increase  of  prices  created  by  the  duties  has  no 
r  stricing  action  on  the  habits  of  rich  consumers,  for  whom 
the  tobacco  from  the  United  States  is  particularly  designed. 
There  is  then,  in  fact,  no  loss  for  these  qualities,  constituting 
almost  the  whole  of  the  American  propuct.  As  to  the  inferior 
quality,  which  is  produced  in  the  United  States  as  well  as  in 
France,  it  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  how  the  Americana 
could  claim  from  France  a  protection  for  their  interest,  when 
that  same  proiection  would  obligo  France  to  the  sacrifice  of  her 
own  interest  at  home. 

"A  proof  that  there  is  no  loss  to  the  United  States  is.  that  the 
consumption  of  their  tobacco,  which  forms  the  four-fifth  of  the 
whole  of  the  French  imports  of  foreign  tobacco,  is  in  progress: 
the  amount  of  the  importation  of  1837,  which  was  the  largest 
one,  having  been  exceeded  by  that  1838,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  table,  which  gives  the  imports  in  France  of  foreign 
tobacco  as  well  from  the  United  States  tn  from  other  countries, 
from  1828  to  1838: 

From  the  United  States.    From  other  countries. 
Yf**-  Kilogrammes.  Kilogrammes. 

1828  -     952,851  87,232 

1829  -  -  1,000,421  340,703 
1630     .     .    4,645,238  184,668 

1831  .     .     270,162  1,086 

1832  -  -         2,^63,936  2389 

1833  .  .  4,494224  34394 

1834  .  •  2,792,180  129,518 
1866  2^227.966  33^989 
1886  -  .  2,747,819  3J7>99 
18S7  .  -  4,828,222-  1,135,816 
1838           -           •          5,290,750                         1,229,819 

"It  is  said  that  the  American  tobacco  does  not  find  under  the 
French  legislation  sufficient  conditions  of  equality  for  its  sale. 

"It  is  hardly  necessary  to  answer  this  assertion  otherwise  than 
by  noticing  that  the  agents  of  the  French  administration,  coming 
In  ths  American  market  with  the  buyers  irom  all  countries,  pay 
the  same  price  as  the  others,  ana  necessarily  contribute  to 
maintain  these  prices  by  their  competition,  especially  when  it 
is  known  that  the  wants  of  France,  which  can  be  estimated  in 
advance,  increase  every  year  in  an  obvious  proportion,  with  the 
exception  of  a  slight  variation,  which  is  in  no  way  a  conse- 
quence of  the  monopoly. 

♦'But  still,  we  can  show  that  the  monopolv,  far  from  restrain* 
ingthe  sale  of  American  tobacco  io  the  French  consumption, 
is,  on  the  contrary,  favorable  to  it.  If  we  suppose  for  one  mo- 
ment that  this  monopoly  be  abandoned,  it  must  be  compensated 
by  the  creation  of  new  custom-house  duties,  causing  the  tobac- 
co to  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  with  all  other  foreign  articles 
of  consumption,  and  consequently  submitting  the  supplying  to 
all  the  chances  of  commercial  competition.  Tobacco  would  be 
like  tea,  pepper,  cinnamon,  indigo,  4c.  The  American 
plinter  wou(d  findin  the  French  market  numerous  competitors 
opposing  his  prices  and  conditions,  instead  of  the  present  con- 
stant and  regular  issue  offered  to  him  by  the  enlightened  prefe- 
rence given  to  him  by  the  administration.  Moreover,  the 
extinction  of  the  monopoly  would  enable  the  French 
planter  to  produce  indigenous  tobacco,  diminishing,  so  much, 
the  consumption  of  foreign  product.  In  all  conscience,  can  the 
American  planter  wish  for  such  a  change? 

''Finally,  a  last  complaint  is  made  by  the  Government  o 
the  United  States  relating  to  the  navigation  between  the  two 
countries.  Its  substance  may  be  expressed  in  the  following 
words: 

"'As  reganls  the  navigation,  the  tonnage  duty  of  5  franca, 
viz*  94  cents,  established  by  the  convention  of  1822  upon 
United  Stales  vessels  in  France  and  upon  French  vessels  in  the 
United  States,  throws  in  the  hands  of  third  nations  all  the  bene- 
fit of  the  transportation  between  the  two  countries,  because  the 
flags  of  those  nations  paying  but  4  francs  12  centimes  conse- 
quently derive  a  profit  of  83  centimes,  and  enjoy  in  the  United 
States  the  ad  vantage  <if  a  free  entry.1  N 

"To  answer  this  complaint,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  designate 
the  consequences  of  the  Convention  of  the  24th  June,  1822,  the 
stipulations  of  which  regulate  the  1  elation*  ol  navigation  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  States.  But,  for  a  better  appreci- 
ation of  the  effects  of  the  convention  on  navigation,  it  may  be 
useful  to  glance  over  the  effects  produced  in  this  respect  by  the 
different  regulations  at  previous  times. 

'Three  distinct  periods  have  preceded  the  one  regulated  by 
the  convention  of  1822. 

"The  first  period,  during  which  the  French  flag  paid  an  over* 
tax  in  America  while  the  flag  of  the  United  States  paid  none 
in  France,  was  that  which  preceded  the  law  of  the  28th  April, 
1316.  If,  during  that  period,  the  United  States  enjoyed  alone 
the  profit  of  the  transportation  between  the  two  countries,  it 
wa*  owing  not  only  to  the  regulations  then  established  on  both 
sides,  hut  especially  to  ths  state  of  war  and  the  laws  of  block- 
ade. Therefore,  no  comparison  can  be  based  upon  the  period 
of  the  French  empire,  and  the  Americans  were  wrong  to  con- 
sider, then,  as  an  acquired  right,  the  exclusive  advantage  of 
transportation,  when  they  possessed  it  only  in  fact,and  as  a  neutral 
power.  As  for  the  two  years,  1814  and  1815,  1  he  French  navy 
was  not  yet  organized— they  cannot,  then,  be  taken  as  a  teem 
of  comparison. 

"The  second  period— that  which  immediate! y^Tollowed  the 
law  of  the  28th  April,  1916— is  the  only  one  that'  can  be  taken  as 
a  starting  point,  for  with  it  becan  a  more  regular  order  of 
things.  It  established,  in  princfple,  a  difference  of  duties  in 
favor  of  the  French  flag  for  the  Importation  of  foreign  products, 
not  Including,  however,  in  this  system,  the  French  exports  pro- 
per. Under  that  'regime'  of  discriminating  duties,  the  share 
of  France  in  the  transportation  increased  yearly.  This  share, 
which  was  nothing  previous  to  that  period,  amounted,  at  the 
and  of  1817,  to  one- sixth  of  the  whole  transportation;  in 
1813  it  was  one  fourth',  and  in  1819  nearly  one  third. 

♦The  third  period  was  that  of  the  reprisals,  by  which  France 
was  obliged  to  answer  the  aggressions  of  the  United  States— the 
last  5  months  of  1920,  the  year  1821  and  the  first  9  months  of 
1822.  The  year  1821  is  the  only  one  that  offers  complete  re- 
suits.  During  that  year,  the  "hare  of  France  was  a  little  more 
than  one-seventh,  that  of  the  United  States  a  little  less  than  two- 
sevenths,  the  remnant  to  the  other  flags. 

"During  the  period  regulated,  by  the  convention  of  1822, 
France  obtained  the  first  year  (1823)  but  a  little  less  than  one} 
twentieth;  but  the  event  of  a  war  with  Spain  must  have  had 
an  Influence  on  thisTesult:  the  year  1824,  free  from  it  shows  a 
"ghi increase. 
'The  following  table  shows  the  relative  shares  of  both  coun* 
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tries,  and.  that  of  the  other 
and  the  United  States,  from  18 


On  tonnage, 
>  to  1838:  • 


between  France 


Yean. 

Amount 

-lfgenora 

Proportion  per  cent. 

Share  of  each  flag  In  the 

tonnage. 

general  tonnage. 

French  Amer'n 

Others. 

Aggre'e. 

Tone. 

1825 

106,55* 

13 

87 

- 

100 

1826 

151,260 

10.4 

89 

6 

100 

Mean  for  JO  ) 

yrs.    from> 
1627  to  '96  ) 

172,000 

l*. 

86 

2 

100 

17*7 

210,338 

17.6 

78  8 

4  7          100 

1833 

232,131 

13 

85 

2      1        100 

"go  that  in  a  tonnage,  which  in  1838  ie  nearly  treble  of  what  it 
'Was  In  1816,  haying  increased  from  86,842  tons  to  232,136,  the 
proportion  which  can  be  considered  as  the  usual  share  allowed 
to  France  by  the  convention  of  1822  is  but  12  to  13  per  cent,  that 
is,  about  one-eighth  of  the  whole  transportation;  the  remnant  be- 
longing almost  entirety  to  the  United  Slates. 

'This  convention  has,  therefore,  made  the  situation  of  the 
French  flag  worse  than  it  was  under  the  influence  of  the  law  of 
1816,  and  even  worse  than  in  the  time  of  the  reprisals,  though 
the  object  of  this  convention  was,  as  it  was  said  in  its  preamble, 
to  regulate  the  relation*  of  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
two  nation*  in  a  manner  reciprocally  ttdvantageou*  and 
satisfactory.  But  this  is  the  more  worthy  of  consideration,  be- 
cause the  sacrifices  imposed  by  this  treaty  to  French  navigation 
old  not  find  any  compensation  that  could  be  taken  in  account,  in 
the  condition  made  to  French  products,  since  this  condition  was 
not  a  consequence  of  the  stipulations  of  1822,  and  was  only,  as  it 
has  been  proved  before,  the  price  of  subsequent  concessions,  at 
least  equal  to,  or  merely  the  result  of  general  measures  taken 
without  regard  for  French  interests. 

"Yet  there  is  another  element  of  the  question  of  navigation 
which  it  is  important  not  to  neglect,  in  order  to  get  a  just  esti- 
mate of  the  damages  sustained  by  France  in  this  respect:  it  U 
the  nature  of  the  products  entering  Into  the  mutual  commerce, 
and  the  share  that  seems  to  be  assigned  from  the  capacity  of 
Ihese  products  to  each  party,  in  the  respective  navigation,  not. 
withstanding  the  reciprocity  which  hi  the  aim  of  the  conven- 
tion. 

"The  Federal  Government  pretended  that  the  tonnage  re- 
quired for  the  transportation  of  American  products  to  France 
was  four  time*  greater  than  the  tonnage  required  for  the  trans- 
portation to  America  of  an  equal  value  of  French  goods,  even 
Including  wine  and  brandy.  The  French  administration,  con- 
vinced that  this  estimate  could  not  be  correct,  and  wishing  to 
know  exactly  the  real  difference  existing  in  thie  respect  between 
the  products  of  both  countries,  ascertained  from  numerous  and 
decisive  sources  of  information  that  the  difference  in  more  for 
American  products  was  in  the  proportion  of  2f  to  1}. 

wIu  this  supposition  the  relative  encumbrance  resulting  from 
the  capacity  of  the  French  products  requiring  but  a  little  less 
than  a  third  of  the  tonnage,  viz:  about  31.3  per  cent,  the  share 
of  France  in  the  transportation  should  not  exceed  the  equiva- 
lent 

"Therefore,  even  leaving  the  discussion  on  the  ground  adopt- 
ed by  the  Federal  Government,  the  heaviness  of  the  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  French  navy  would  still  be  unquestionable,  for 
the  share  of  France  in  the  general  movement  oi  transportation 
being  but  from  12  to  13  per  cent,  there  would  be  still  for  her  a 
Constant  loss  of  from  18  to  19  per  cent,  on  an  equal  value  of  ex- 
changed product*.  To  this  loss  should  also  be  added  the  por- 
tion of  tonnage  that  ought  to  be  secured  to  Fiance  for  the  aur- 
plujof  value  of  her  exports  over  imports. 

"From  this  we  can  judge  of  the  spirit  of  inaccuracy  which 
Characterizes  the  grievances  of  the  Federal  Government  and  the 
carelessness  brought  In  the  examination  of  the  facts  by  which 
are  supported  these  grievances.  But  another  thing  quito  as 
strange  as  the  lamentations  addressed  to  France  is  the  pretext 

Sven  to  them,  when  based  upon  a  pretended  encroachment  on 
is  transportation  by  the  flags  of  other  nations,  whose  share  in 
the  transportation  has  not  outreachsd  (as  shown  in  the  above 
table)  since  15 years  the  insignificant  limit  sf  2  per  cent.  More- 
over, the  cause  assigned  to  this  encroachment  is  no  more  cor- 
rect than  the  assertion  itself,  and,  in  this  respect,  the  Federal 
Government  are  vet  mistaken  when  they  think  that  the  Ameri- 
can vessels  pay  83  centimes  more  in  Franca  than  the  vessels  of 
other  nations,  (  English  excepted.)  For,  to  the  4  francs  ^cen- 
times of  ordinary  tonnage  duties  paid  bjr  other  nations  must  be 
added  all  the  expenses  for  expedition,  permits,  passporta,  pilots, 
*c.  which  exceed  for  foreign  ships  the  sum  required  from 
French  vessels  or  from  American  ones,  as  both  enjoy  the  same 
privileges.  ... 

"If  we  resume  the  sundry  results  which  we  have  just  had  oc- 
casion to  state,  they  bring  us  to  the  conclusions  which  we  have 
yet  to  offer:  «..,.,« 

"1st.  A*  for  Commerce.-- During  the  last  12  years,  from 
1827 to  1838,  the  general  movement  of  merchandises  between 
the  United  States  and  France  has  been  equal-  to  1,916,000,000 
francs,  that  la,  an  annual  mean  of  169,000,000. 
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f  bare  of  America,  or  impsrtiin  France, 
Share  of  France,  or  exports  from  France, 

Mil'nt 
828 
1118 

Mil'nt 
69 
S3 

42.6 

67.4 

Surplus  in  favor  of  exports          - 

290 

24 

148 

"Bnt  this  difference  of  2|0,000,000,  an  annual  mean  of  «,- 
OOOJOOO,  be  it  14  percent,  does  not  constitute  a  disadvantage  for 
tWAmericens,  for,  as  before  stated,  a  large  amount  of  French 
products  are  brenght  to  the  United  Stales  to  be  reshipped  for 
ether  countries  of  America;  and  this  amount,  which  is  at  least 
sufficient  to  destroy  the  balance  against  the  United  States,  is  a 
certain  soarce  for  them  of  very  important  profits. 

"Therefore,  a  fact  which  can  he  assarted  with  troth  and  with- 


out exaggeration  is,  that,  as  regards  *xchangt*%  there  is  no  loss 
on  the  part  of  the  Americans. 
"2d.  A*  for  Navigation.— During  the  same  12  years  the  ag- 

(rregate  tonnage  between  France  and  the  United  States  (coming 
n  and  going  out  united;  has  amounted  to  2,161,000  tons,  giving 
an  annual  mean  of  180.00J  tons: 


Annual  mean.  Proportion  per  cent. 

153  000  tons.  85.2 

22,000    '<  123 

4,600    «  2.5 


During  i  he  12  years, 

from  1827  to  1838. 

1,841,000  tons. 

266,000    " 

54,000    " 

2 161,000  tons.  180,000  tons.  100 

••If  we  vslue  in  the  above  proportion  the  difference  existing 
in  the  capacity  of  the  respective  products,  the  share  of  France 
in  the  general  tonnage  ought  to  amount./or  en  equal  value  of 
product*,  to  a  little  more  than  one- third,  that  is,  about,  viz: 

31.3  p.  ct. 

"But  the  Fronch  products  having  exceeded  in 
value  the  American  |froducts  by  an  annual  mean  of 
24,000,000,  or  14  per  cent,  must  have  ensured  a  pro* 
portional  increase  of  tonnage  to  the  French  flag;  cal- 
culated in  said  proportion  this  increase  would  be      •    4  5    " 

''Therefore,  the  share  which  France  ought  to  have 
obtained  should  he  equal  to      -  -  -  35.8    M 

"If  compared  with  tho  one  she  has  obtained  in  fact  12.3    " 

"It  will  show  an  annual  mean  loss  for  her  of        -  23.5  p.  ct. 


"This  makes  nn  130,000  tons  a  loss  of  •  42,300 tons 

"And  if  from  thc«*  42,300  tons  we  deduct  3,000 
tons,  taken  out  of  the  4,5'  0  forming  the  mean  annual 
share  of  o  her  nation?,  (because  their  chare  is  about 
two  thirds  of  theg^n^out,  and  one-third  of  the  com- 
ing in,)  we  will  find  ....  -39.300" 
To  be  the  amount  which,  to  the  detriment  of  the  French  flag, 
formed  the  annual  profits  of  Americans  during  these  12  years.* 

"3*1.  A* for  the  legislation.— In  France,  no  sort  of  over  tax 
upon  merchandise;  entire  reciprocity  for  the  flag,  privilege 
given  to  American  product*,  compared  with  similar  products, 
not  coming  from  French  colonies  or  from  India;  advantage  to 
all  products  coming  from  tho  United  Stales  over  the  products 
of  India,  not  brought  directly  on  French  bottom. 

"The  result  of  this  is  in  fact  as  has  been  seen:  Equality  of 
advantages  in  the  exchange*;  absorption,  almost  total,  of  the 
navigation  by  the  American  flag.    Such  is  the  situation. 

"Such  being  the  state  of  thing*,  can  the  United  States  express 
any  reproach,  or  threaten  to  raise  the  duties  on  French  pro- 
ducts? The  answer,  it  seems,  is  easy  to  give.  Arid  all  that 
remains  to  be  added  to  the  considerations  exposed  in  the  pre- 
sent note  ie,  that  France,  in  permitting,  as  she  has  done  until 
now,  the  convention  of  1822  to  subsist,  (this  convention  giving 
in  fact  the7-8ih  of  the  transportation  in  the  intercourse  to  the 
American  flag,)  has  sacrificed  the  interest  of  her  navigation  to 
the  advantages  wh-'ch  her  commerce  could  derive  from  the 
progressive  importance  of  the  markets  opened  in  the  United 
States  to  her  products  of  all  kinds.  The  commercial  relations 
between  the  two  nations  can  be  maintained,  in  a  manner  useful 
to  both,  in  thissoriof  balance  between  the  advantages  granted 
to  the  Americaii  oavigmi-jn  and  thoee  devolved  to  French  pro- 
ducts. Ru:,  any  modification  alierin?  the  commercial  Advan- 
tages which  clon*.  have  caused  the  concessions  made  by  France 
to  the  navy  of  the  Unio.i,  and  w'li  ,\\  alone  can  allow  the  con- 
tinuation of  these  concessions,  would  evidently  authorize  the 
French  Government  to  withdraw  favors  which,  given  at  her 
detriment,  would  have  no  more  compensation. 

"The  French  Government  will  then  await,  with  calm,  the  re- 
suit  of  the  discussions  which  tl.etari?  may  ia!?e  in  Congress. 
But  it  would  &ee  itself,  although  with  regret,  bound  to  adopt  de- 
fensive measures,  should  this  result  alter  the  present  state  of  the 
commercial  iclutions between  France  and  the  United  States." 

And,  air,  in  addition  lo  this  view  of  the  whole 
subject,  I  will  present  the  following  views  and  ta- 
bles from  the  New  York  Herald  of  December  13th, 
1840: 

"Instead  of  devising  new  means  of  supplying  the  extrava- 
gance of  the  Federal  Government,  the  true  policy  is  to  cut  down 
the  expenses  to  a  level  with  the  revenue.  The  party  about  to 
come  into  power  are  already  full  cry  lor  an  increase  of  the  tai  iff, 
and  inanyjpecious pretences  are  set  up  In  order  to  effect  that 
object.  The  mort  prominent  are  the  great  Import  of  silks  from 
France,  and  the  great  duties  imposed  by  that  Government  upon 
tobacco  shipped  from  this  country.  In  order  to  understand  the 
relations  between  the  two  countries,  we  have  compiled  from  of. 
ficial  sources  the  following  table  of  the  whole  trade  for  five 
years,  combining  years  of  the  greatest  depression  and  inflation: 
Imports  from  Fjuncb,  DiSTiNomsHiKo  ths  Dvrrm. 


1^33. 
9793 


Dutyfree. 

Antimony, 

Speller, 

Brimstone,        67,415 

Burrstone,         40,628 

Furs  and  *kins,  99,076 

Animals  to  breed,  - 

Old  Copper,  71 

Gold, 

Silver, 


1836. 
8.631 
98,100 
33w63 
27,765 
193,064 
155 
333 


1837. 
875 
5,765 

10,000 


519,6S2  4,439,043 
152  527      494,588 


Coffee,  25,520  .     425 

Cocoa,  4,938  13.3:28 

Almonds,  84,094  197.513 

Prunes,  18,862  63,?39 

Figs,  254  156 

Cloves,  13.826        14,610           _.„..        w„% 

Silks,  12,097,3=6  13,61 1.1S8   8,675,815  5,61052115.099478 

Silfosworsted,  634,348  2.329,927   1,517.539   1,296,570   1  873,441 


29,4  5 

878.V61 

173,152 

*0l 

4,120 

99,904 

65,541 

1,245 

552 


1838.        1839. 


41,676 

45.9!3 

4,463,82 

840 


26.882 

156,917 

2,312 

1,616985 
723.327 


73.603 
83,^1 
20,694 


23092 

ai57 

397 

2,487 


106,973 
60,671 
11,800 
54.221 


Camblets,  '  46.565 
Worsted  stuffs, 964,436 
Linen,  261,028 

Bolting  cloths,  27,f  64 
Weol,  11,532 

Oplom,  48,071 

Other  art.       740,043 


175  SP2 
605,910 
691.071 
C5.161 
30,957 
6.451 
889,426 


59,111 

409,089 

368,550 

21,124 

2603 

1,425 

670,710 


44,157  73,335 
743,267  1,007,237 
211.888      600.6;  7 


28.699 
17,816 
1,450 


63.358 
12.351 
6.106 


539,415    1,344  260 


Total  free,   15,869,016  25,920,538  13,299,880 12,107,415  32,124,406 

Advalorem. 

Clothes  177,442      165,669       87,896      100,368     212,999 

'The  same  calculation  for  1638  shows  alow  for  the  French 
flag  of  46,089  tons. 


Merino  shawls.   1,105 

Blankets,         131, — 

Hosiery, 

Other  wool, 

Cot.  printe, 

White  do. 

White  hosiery,  23,292 

Yarn,  1,560 

Other  cotton,    69,382 

Bilk,  India, 

Silk,  sewing, 

Lace, 

Flax  manuf. 

Hemp  do. 

Leghorn  hats,    37,094 

Fur  hdts,  3,070 

Firearms,         27,711 

Iron  manufac.  53,803 


,767 

9,149 

7.413 

1,146,858 

193673 


1,410 
51,168 
76,990 

6,727 
200 


26,976 

60,537 

1,189 

94,444 

781,177 

3.238 


Copper  do 
Brass  do 
Tin  do 
Wood  do 
Leather  do 
Marble  do 
Gold  and  ail ver  79, 138 
Watches,  258,413 
Glassware,  132,053 
China  ware,  106,587 
Paperhangings91,300 
Raw  silk,  6,000 

Raw  wool,  264.162 
Other  manuf.  103,106 
Not  enumerated, 
pay  I2*urct.  15.204 
pay  15  do  302,132 
pay  25  do  495,996 
pay  30  do  19,696 
pay  60    do     32^284 

Total  ad.  vl.  4,618,647 
Specific  dutie*. 
Flannels,         10,814 
Carpeting,       15,060 
Floor  cloths,  66 

Oil  cloths,  1,573 
Red  wine,  663,273 
Other  wine,  327,074 
Bottles  wine,  602,423 
Sherry  wine,  161 
Spanish  wine. 
Wine  of  other 

countries, 
Dail'd  spirits,  858,71 1 
Vinegar,  14,093 

Olive  oil,  12,533 
Chocolate,  506 

Brown  sugar,  4,911 
Cheese,  5,700 

Soap,   -  23,861 

Cotton,  25,783 

Bristles,  8,209 

.    Ochre,  2,898 

i    Sugar  of  lead,  2,797 
Cordage,  258 

Twine,  7,fc«2 

Corks,  38.230 

Firearms,  14,036 
Iron  castings,  6.562 
Iron  bars,  744 

Wheat  flour, 
Wheat, 
Potatoes, 
Paper, 
Books, 
Vials, 

Demijohns  _, — 
Black  bottles,  77,668 
Fish,  2.478 

Shoes,  ladies*  6,732 
Shoes,  men's  39,633 
Shoes,  cblld'ns  1,886 
Boots,  7,247 

Hat  bodies, 


898 

217,769 

6£57 

38,085 

1,882,029 

410.  #6 

60,540 

767 

67,416 

189 

906,439 

133,795 

61,672 

126,331 

2,671 

78,706 

128,987 

41.365 

120,9J6 

2,002 

184  290 

745,440 

5,347 

150,358 

601,446 

211,232 

163,748 

111,194 

154 

1,822 

138,470 

29,601 

439.151 

692,504 

49,387 

26,268 


96 

129,910 

6,587 

611 

1,193982 


46,256 

4,289 

112^22 

633 

280.164 
144,277 
40,683 
991 
140,864 

2,147 
43  482 
60  672 

7,641 
104,885 

2,403 
116,163 
211,705 

2,440 
155,614 
611,812 
104,906 
209,150 
126,991 

3,722 

4.20> 

36,867 

31,474 

352,647 

609,037 

39,105 

70,671 


16,388 
188,946 
10,030 
1,400 
713*67 
110,168 
29,678 
2,006 

■w 

202,738 


55*210 


114»8 
60,000 


15,698  81,176 

175,630  314,891 

478,933  756,717 

7,601  18,957 

77,270  141,433 


7,165,335  6,633,678  3,690,593  7,181,538 


1,827 
967 

54 


3,316 
1,133 
•  109 
145 


473,467  3S&376 

298,441  264,166 

1,172\221  1,116,109 

425  207 

626  4,353 


600 
385 
368 

an 

25L360 
106159 


10 


1,663 

19 

344 

440,883 

135,034 

801,678 

255 

2,161 


21.000 

26,600 

'     966 

2,699 


3,211 

1,139,173 

19.132 

16,247 

168 
51,632 
11,244 
25,567 
2,829 
4,238 
8,428 
l,6?4 

75 
15,£91 
59,435 

9,779 

22,681 

8.319 
1,954 
19.370 
54.000 
1,269 
7,682 
177,280 
8,736 
7,231 
4-4825 
1,801 
8,992 
66 


74381 
847,65! 
15,995 

«ff 

11,109 
7,908 
13,467 
18,721 
3,116 
3,946 
3,138 
738 

l\806 

36,729 
5333 
6.592 
2,356 

14.183 

67285 
"3,745 
12,895 

69,966 
1,009 
4776 

163375 
7,054 
6292 

43,330 
2.608 

25,939 
203 


6,153 

19,891 

r£23S6 

1,827,015 

8.034 

14,782 

9,-338 

9,132 

156 

6,067 

- 

3,482 

6.160 

8*3 

25,£S1 

94,173 

1,833 

493 

4,672 

10,087 

— 

1,854 

235 

887 

ng-09* 

6.283 

23057 

41,067 

- 

2,578 

2.416 

2308 

- 

Ir» 

MSi 

IfitS 

1694 

12957 

3,669 

16JS17 
91,000 

850 

2,010 

6,467 

77,448 

2JM 

185,667 

885 

6,687 

8,070 

6.707 

21,460 

41,438 

1,238 

481 

31692 

49,7» 

432 

Total,  2354,928  3,766,819  3,161,061    L97B.S89   3815353 

jto.  impts.  23,362.584  37,036^36  £2,063^  4  1877US7  32531,321 
IoAm.ves.  22,3*4,111  36, 155,852 £0,266.909 16 J3HJIS 30,4 J j.887 
Foreign  do.  968,473  1,880413  1,818  OS  L397.079  2,120284 
No.  ves.  arrived    464  620  146  388  488 

Tonnage,         124,075     128,646      134,422     121,664     132381 
Exports  of  Foreign  Products  to  Fbakcb. 


Raw  hides, 
I>yewood,4bc  124.000 


Gold, 

Silver, 

Teas, 

Coffee, 

Cocoa, 

Spices, 

Bilks, 


6,409 
632.004 
63  534 
KK212 
35  940 
13.161 
4,928 


Cotton  goods,  6,624 
Lace,  2,000 

Leghorn  hats,  37. 183 
Indigo,  5,364 

Wine,  19,340 

Molasses,         2,201 
Brown  SugaTjSSJo^ 
Cotton, 
Other  art's    42,260 


97,f» 
27,236 
15  533 
95,£69 
21,414 
409,968 
42,798 
56,130 
860 
9,130 
4.258 
2,819 

17,240 

220.637 
13,817 
63,840 


97,388 


197.023 
862,519 
30647 
343.944 
35,006 
65.670 


60,130 

200 

2.645 

43696 

2,156 

14.630 

165,228 

18,277 

68,000 


22,926 
67.290  lOSySfJ 
27.748  24A361 
460.467  1,154.513 
40.197  "  — 
184  761 
31.905 
77033 
27,731 
17,130 

1310 

6,132 

1,766 

3,140 

7.710  ' 
69,610 

217,340 


13,472 

3.13a 


7,748 

H* 

2,421 
7,191 
31743 
14,678 
SCV999 
311,346 


1,610223      907^81    1,751,359 
879,146      291,100      £C9^77 
Produce  to  Frjlwce. 


ToLfor ex.  1,748,599    1,310,889    2,399,369     1,289,991   2£70J«6 
Per  Ameri 

can  ves.  1,364,123  1,012.430 
Per  for.  do.    381,476     348,399 

Exports  op  Domestic 
Fish,  85,347       60.079 

Whale  oil,  2.835        2896 

Whalebone.      36,093      149,509 
Sperm  candles,  3,164  236 

Lumber,         280,967     308^84 
spars,  2,127        W 


22,406  8,412 

14L506  194*876  131,758 

1,981  66  lis 

4,871  6,621  685 
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Treasury  Note  Bill— Mr.  Wise. 


H.  of  Reps, 


Ode  bark,         23,014  24.592  17,610  89,54*       77.986 

Wood.manu.    30,267  18,227  1,629  4,790        2,719 

Vara)  stores,     10,815  16,126  6,847  11,907        11,996 

Ashes,              101,416  231,291  266,306  224,766     219,645 

Skins,               26,361  29,401  '  3,916  21,227         8,389 

Beef*  hides,   129,171  66.395  23,680  19,834       36il73 

Floor,               41,012  26,513  -  70         2800 

KecL*             216,817  413,648  274,625  139,626     820,911 

Meal,                20,160  11,217  -  4,079 
©oitoo.fal.  17,460.415  17,519,787  16,265,679  12,360, 173  13,329,142 
Cotton,  lbs.  99,686.478  101363189  98,531,299  119624822  89.129,787 

Tobacco,  val.   926,420  961,657  723.S42  1,237,128     909,960 

Tobacco*  hhds.    6,912  8,275  9  853  H.5.902       10,020 

Tobacco,  man.    11,709  159  2,288  5,282             93 

Hops,                  6,376  800  23.574  14,003 

Wax,                  41,548  51,049  52,155  25,674 

Furniture.           8,432  4.230  360  233 

Rata,                    4,199  111.239  63.548  39,049 

Beer,  Ac               460  408  13 

Turpentine,           403  137  145  2,918 

Iron,                   4,69*  707  1,983  100 

Bpts.  fa  molasses  6,130  736  460  6,266 

Copper  man  v.     9,337  1,149  9,677  2,130 

Medicine,             1,631  4,435  6,402  2,602 

Cotton,  manu.     3,437  -  360  310 
1.22T 


Clothe, 


2,949  240  706 


Books.  Ll,UJ7  2,000  1,866  1,892 

Ooldfcaf,               -  3,190  1,600  170 

Coin,  9,000  -  276,767  500 

Mann,  not  men.  18,192  6,400  12,113  10206 

Articles,  do.  11,344  17,223  12,966  14037 


32,749 

181 

68,692 

714 
2,640 

1,910 
227 

6S4 

1,590 

661,698 
12,247 
14,424 


Ttit  do.  ex.  18,635,46720,080,361 17,350.914  14,623,414  15,966,103 
In  American 

vessel*  -  17,645,865  1831,370  15,260,391 13,246,193  13,721,034 
In    foreign 

vsssels,  1,640,602  1,698,091  1,190,523  1,377,216  2,242,174 
Grand  total 

exports,  20.075,066  21,441,200  19,750,283  15,822,405  18,336,854 
No.  vessels  ct'd    526  524  626  595  511 

Tonnage,  142,037     160,198     161,140     169,449     141,765 

"In  these  table*  we  find  that  the  average  import  of  French  silk 
for  five  year*  la  but  little  more  than  •11.000,000,  inatead  of 
•20^)00,000,  as  has  been  asserted  by  Mr.  Biddle,  Mr.  Webster, 
and  re-echoed  by  all  the  party  papers  from  one  end  of  the  coon- 
try  to  the  other.  At  the  same  time  France  buys,  on  an  average, 
#15,000,000  of  cotton  from  us  annually,  and  one  million  of  dollars 
worth  of  tobacco,  while  our  import  of  cotton  goods  from  France 
is  scarcely  91,000,000.  If  the  silks  of  France  are  to  be  subjected 
to  duty,  wbat  will  pre  rent  her  from  laying  a  discriminating  du- 
ty in  favor  of  East  India  and  Colonial  cottons,  to  the  damage 
of  our  planters?  It  is  set  up  as  a  pretence  ihat  this  great  ex  cues  of 
silk  imports  from  France  causes  a  drain  of  the  precious  metals; 
onihe  contrary,  we  find  that  the  imports  of  gold  and  silver  px- 
ceed  the  exports  for  thai  country  in  fiVu  years  near  §5,000,000, 
In  this  view  of  it,  therefore,  there  is  no  reality  in  the  pretence 
set  up,  and  there  exists  no  good  reason  for  increasing  the  duties 
on  French  imports.  In  regard  to  the  heavy  duties  alleged  to  be 
levied  upon  American  tobacco  in  France,  the  position  assumed 
by  the  planters,  that  their  interest  suffers  by  it,  appears  to  be 
eoctrsly  erroneous.  In  the  first  place,  the  article  it(  tobacco, 
from  its  nature,  is  exempt  from  ihe  usual  rule  of  commerce, 
that  an  increase  of  price  decrease*  consumption;  the  umall 
quantities  which  each  individual  addicted  to  the  use  tf  the  weed 
consumes  in  a  year,  make  the  doubling  or  quadrupling  of  its 
prices  a  matter  of  minor  importance  to  him,  arid  he  does  not 
Curtail  his  usual  allowance.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  been  ob- 
served among  the  poorer  classes,  that  when  other  necessaries  of 
life  have  decrease!  in  consumption,  In  consequence  of  high 
price*,  tobacco  has  Increased,  because  it,  in  a  manner,  becomes 
a  substitute;  for  a  proof  of  this,  on  a  grand  sca!e.  the  facts  of- 
fered by  the  planters  are  the  most  conclusive.  They  state  that 
the  Government  of  France  derive  a  revenue  of  $30,000,000  from 
imports  on  the  article.  Now,  if  we  turn  to  the  table  ofcxports, 
we  find  that  the  export  to  France  has  increased  from  near  7,000 
hhds.  in  1885,  to  near  ltf,000  hJbds.  in  1838,  and  10,000  hhds.  in 
1639,  whtfo  the  crop  was  short,  showing  a  vastly  greater  in- 
crease than  is  presented  by  any  other  article. 

"In  the  face  of  this  rapid  sale  of  their  product,  the  planters  ask 
for  retaliati  ve  duties  upon  the  imports  of  France,  to  the  damage 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  unless  the  European  Governments  con- 
sent to  forego  a  iroet  lucrative  monopoly  which,  itisabsurd  to 
suppose,  they  Will  do,  especially  on  such  an  article  as  tobacco, 
the  extended  use  of  which  it  is  wise  policy  to  discountenance. 
The  planters  appear  to  be  impelled  by  (he  same  feeling  which 
induces  England  to  make  war  upon  China,  because  they  will 
not  boy  her  opium.  Instead  of  listening  to  these  injurious  pe- 
titions, which  tend  back  wards  to  the  exploded  system  ol  re- 
strictive duties,  the  wisest  policy  of  national  councils  will  be  to 
seek  meaos  of  extending  our  foreign  trade  on  the  American  sys- 
tem of  reciprocity.  It  has  bean  the  policy  of  England  always  to 
build  up  markets  for  herself,  by  cultivating  the  trade  of  new  and 
distant  countries.  The  United  Stales  are  now  in  a  position  in 
which  they  ean  compete  successfully  with  England  in  foreign 
countries.    The  mighty  empire  of  the  Bratila  affords  an  im- 


s  field  for  the  enterprise  of  this  country.  She  already  buys 
,  _  ,  Xl,000  of  English  cotton  goods  annually,  which  might  be 
furnished  from  this  country,  If  the  intercourse  was  properly 


managed.    As  it  is,  we  are  new  without  a  commercial  treaty 
with  that  empire.    We  will  shortly  recur  to  this  subject," 

We  lose  but  little  in  oar  general  commercial  re- 
lations with  France,  and  what  is  lost  by  ihe  diffe- 
rence in  ber  favor,  if  there  be  any,  on  imports  and 
exports,  is  more  lban  made  up  by  the  profit  in  our 
favor  on  navigation.  Will  the  ship  owners  and  na- 
vigation interest  go  for  ibis  war  of  retaliation  on 
France?  Why  this  war  on  Fiance,  our  ancient 
ally  and  benefactress — a  na'ion  which  has  in  good 
faith  settled  with  us  and  paid  every  claim  either 
upon  her  justice  or  her  generosity?  Is  it  the  old 
war  upon  the  l'red  waistcoats?"  •  How  came  ihese 
wines  and  silks  free?  Was  it  our  fault,  or  the  fault 
of  an  all-grasping  protective  party,  whose  interest  it 

'Mr.  Jefferson  wore  a  red  waistcoat,  aid  was  accused  of  being 
a  French  politician ,»» 


was  to  make  all  luxuries  free,  in  order  to  raise  all 
the  revenue  from  protected  articles?  And  now,  since 
Southern  commerce  has  found  articles  of  France 
to  exchange  for  Southern  products  of  cotton  and 
tobacco,  since  the  exchange  of  these  for  silks  and 
wines  baa  become  profitable  to  n«,  are  we  again  to 
have  a  tax  laid  as  directly  upon  our  prorfudioit  as  it 
has  heretofore  been  laid  upon  our  consumption? 
That,  sir,  will  be  the  effect,  inevitably,  of  a  tax 
npon  wines  and  silks— oi  a  war  of  countervailing 
duties  npon  France.  Separated  as  France  is  now 
from  the  Holy  Alliance,  weakened  and  threatened 
as  she  has  been  lately  by  the  other  great  European 
Powers,  1  would  sooner,  sir,  commence  a  war  npon 
any  other  nation  than  npon  ber.  She  needs,  espe* 
cially  at  this  time,  the  countenance  of  that  country 
which  owes  its  independence  and  national  existence 
to  ber  generous  aid  and  alliance.  So  much  for 
countervailing  duties  on  luxuries. 

But  gentlemen,  say  there  is  a  cbficieney  in  revenue! 
Admit  it.  Gentlemen  say  themselves  that  they  can- 
not meet  the  present  emergency  with  a  loan,  much 
less  with  a  tariff.  If  they  cannot  wait  thirty  days 
for  the  advertisement  for  a  loan,  do  they  expect 
less  time  to  pnt  a  tariff  in  operation,  when  there  is 
no  part  of  onr  foreign  trade  which  does  not  require 
as  the  shortest  possible  period  to  meet  new  and  in* 
creased  duties  on  imports,  a  notice  of  from  sixty  to 
ninety  days?  This  tariff  on  luxuries  now  free 
cannot  possibly  mean,  then,  to  provide  for  the  pre- 
sent deficiency.  No,  sir,  it  must  be  intended  for 
the  future — for  more  than  sixty  or  ninety  days  or  a 
year  to  come.  The  object  is  not  to  lay  a  tariff  now: 
all  these  movements  now  aremere  advanced  guards 
of  the  policy  hereafter— they  are  mere  feelers  and 
pioneers  for  the  present.  There  is  time  enough 
hereafter,  gentlemen,  therefore,  to  consider  your 
schemes  to  increase  the  tariff.  "Sufficient  unto  the 
day  is  the  evil  thereof." 

Bat  gentlemen  say,  also,  that  there  will  be  a  large 
reduction  after  December  in  this  year,  and  after 
June  in  1842.  What  says  the  Secretary  of  ihe 
Treasury?  See  his  report,  already  referred  to, 
pages  1  and  9: 

"It  is  believed  that  the  reduction  in  the  duties  on  imports, 
which,  by  the  existing  tariff,  will  take  place  in  the  year  1S42, 
cannot  vary  much  from  Are  millions  of  dollars.  Porretsors 
assigned  in  the  last  two  annual  reports  on  the  finances,  ihe  ex- 


pectations of  the  unilersiffoed  are,  that,  if  ihe  expenditures  are 
properlv  and  seasonably  diminished,  it  trill  tint  be  necessary  to 
raise  all  this  amount  by  taxation  in  any  form." 


Now,  whit  do?s  th's  reduction  mean?  Do  gen- 
tlemen, does  the  Secretary,  mean  to  say  that  a  re- 
duction of  duties  five  millions  is  a  rrduction  of  re- 
venue to  that  amount?  If  they  do,  I  answer  that 
the  one  does  not  follow  the  other  of  course,  not  by 
any  means.  A  reduction  of  duty  is  more  frequent- 
ly the  cause  of  increase  than  of  diminution  of  re- 
venue. A  reduction  of  duties  is  most  likely  to 
cause  an  increase  of  importations.  A  medium 
duty  on  imports  ft  the  best  duty  always  to  produce 
a  large  revenue.  A  duty  so  heavy  as  to  amount  to 
prohibition  produces  no  more  revenue  thalfa  fr»e 
article.  A  duty  next  to  prohibition  produces  no 
more  revenue  than  a  nominal  or  very  small  duty. 
That  duty  which  is  a  medium  between  prohibition 
and  free  duty  is  the  most  productive  of  revenue, 
and  twenty  per  cent,  on  most  articles,  with  a  home 
valuation  and  Government  appraisement  equal  to 
fifteen  per  cent,  more,  will  be  still  above  a  fair  me- 
dium duty  on  our  imports.  I  donbf,  therefore, 
whether  on  articles  now  taxed  above  twenty  per 
cent,  there  will  be  any  red uc ion  of  revenue,  though 
there  be  a  considerable  reduction  of  duty,  after 
December  and  June  next.  At  all  events  the 
amount  of  dutiable  imports  will  not  be  less  than 
seventy-five  or  eighty  millions,  yielding  at  least 
fifteen  or  sixteen  millions  of  revenue,  with  twenty 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty,  besides  the  amount  of 
revenue  from  public  lands  and  other  sources.  So 
that  there  will  be,  in  all  probability,  a  revenue  of 
at  least  twenty  millions  of  dollar?.  And  is  that 
sum  not  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  an  cconomi* 
cal  administration  of  the  Government? 

From  what  cause  does  thtv  deficiency  of  reve- 
nue arise?  What  have  we  Whigs  been  attributing 
a*  its  causes?  Does  it  proceed  from  an  inherent 
defect  in  the  sources  of  revenue,  or  from  casual  ob- 
structions to  our  resources?  Is  it  a  permanent  or  a 
temporary  deficiency?  The  gentleman  from  Maine 
(Mr.  En**)  asked  what  a  permanent  denciency 


is?  Sir,  H  is  capable  of  definition  and  easily  dis- 
tinguishable from  a  temporary  deficiency,  and  upon 
this  distinction  the  application  of  the  compromise 
act  in  a  measure  depends.  A  permanent  deficient 
cy  is  one  which  must  continue  from  defects  in  the 
revenue  laws,  and  in  the  sources  of  revenue;  as 
where  a  duty  is  laid  so  high  that  imports  are  pro- 
hibited and  cannot  come  in,  or  where  duties  are  so 
low  as  to  produce  no  customs  though  millions  of 
imports  are  entered,  or  where  lands  are  sold  in 
such  a  way  by  law  as  to  bring  no  price.  Bat  a 
temporary  deficiency  is  one  which  can  continue  no 
longer  than  obstructions  to  the  operation  of  laws 
are  removed;  as  where  the  duties  are  all  laid  exact- 
ly proportioned  to  produce  revenue,  but  extrinsic 
causes  prevent  or  interrupt  irade  and  diminish  im- 
portation?, where  the  duty  is  high  enongh  and  not 
too  high,  but  no  imports  are  entered  on  which  to 
receive  duties  owing  to  temporary  obstructions  Of* 
commerce'.  And  this  latter  case  is  precisely  our 
case.  We  have  not  heretofore — no  Whigs  have 
heretofore— never  before  the  election,  complained  of 
any  defct  in  the  tow;  but  we  have  loudly  complain- 
ed and  with  triumphant  effect  of  the  war  of  the 
Administration  on  the  currency,  on  credit  at  home 
and  abroad,  on  commerce,  on  banks,  and  on  State 
debt*;  of  the  experiments  of  this  Administration, 
causing  excessive  speculations,  a  large  foreign 
debt,  extravagance  at  home,  immense  importations 
for  a  few  years,  and  perfect  non-importations  now/ 
The  fluctuations  of  trade  have  been  immense,  and 
of  currency  more  enormous  si  til.  The  foreign 
debt  two  years  ago  was  300  millions,  and  it  cm 
hardly  have  bem  reduced  25  millions,  if  reduced 
at  all  since.  These  and  extravagance,  and  defal- 
cation, and  political  electioneering  in  the  t  ffices  of 
Government  are  the  causes  of  the  present  deficien- 
cy in  the  revenue.  The  rate  of  duties,  defects  in 
the  tariff  law?,  are  no  more  the  causes  of  this  defi- 
ciency than  any  alleged  defects  in  the  laws  orga- 
nizing the  Treasury  Department  were  the  causes  of 
the  defalcation  of  S.  Swartwou;!  Heretofore  the 
Administration  has  been  charging  every  evil  and 
loss  and  error  to  the  defects  of  laws;  and  we  have 
been  defending  the  laws  and  charging  every  thing 
to  their  faithless  and  corrupt  and  negligent  execu- 
tion of  the  laws.  And,  sir,  believing  all  1  said  be- 
fore the  election,  I  believe  all  I  say  now,  and  will 
not  change  my  tune  with  my  change  of  fortune. 
Out  of  power  and  in  power,  I  declare  that  it  is 
owing  to  no  defect  in  the  tariff*  laws  that  we  have 
not  revenue  enough  to  pay  every  debt  we  owe  and 
to  have  a  large  surplus  besides.  In  1839  the  im- 
portations were  excej-sive  and  enormous — the  fo- 
reign debt  was  in  created  so  much  and  the  country 
so  overstocked  with  goods  thai  la&t  year  the  impor- 
tations had  to  fall  enormously,  much  of  the  foreign 
debt  was  paid,  the  country  is  now  bare,  the  de- 
mand for  goods  is  great  and  growing,  large  orders 
are  sent  out  for  goods  to  supply  the  demand,  many 
goods  are  shipped  to  us  by  foreign  merchants  on 
their  own  account,  the  importations  must  increase 
again,  and,  with  the  restoration  of  confidence,  and 
trade  and  credit  and  currency,  the  revenue  must  be 
very  considerably  increased.  At  all  events,  I  am 
for  wa<ting  and  seeing  the  course  of  events,  the  de- 
velopments and  results,  before  I  plunge  info  ano- 
ther high  tariff.  I  will,  if  1  can,  await  the  full  ef- 
fect and  operation  of  the  compromise  act,  and,  if  It 
must  bf  revised,  take  it  up  as  a  whole  and  revise  it 
as  a  system  altogether.  It  is  obvious  that  if  we  le- 
gislate now  upon  ihe  tariff  at  all,  we  must  do  so 
both  partially  and  blindly. 

But  yesterday,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  was  on  ex- 
cess of  revenue,  and  there  ought  to  be  now,  upon  any 
calculation,  an  excess  of  at  least  thirteen  millions. 
I  have  read  to  you  the  6th  section  of  the  compro- 
mise act.  It  provided  that  the  duties  should  be 
altered  prior  to  June,  1842,  as  it  declared,  only 
"in  the  contingency  either  of  excessor  deficiency  of 
revenue,"  "and  so  as  to  adjust  the  revenue  to  either 
of  the  sad  contingencies.*'  If  there  was  an  excess, 
the  duties  of  coarse  were  to  be  diminished,  and  if 
a  deficiency,  to  be  raised  on  certain  articles,  not  to 
exceed  20  per  cent.  Now,  sir,  I  say  we  had  an 
excess,  a  turptus  of  revenue,  to  the  amount  of  forty 
millions  in  1636;  and  was  there  a  diminution  of  the 
tariff  then?  Did  any  gentleman  then  cry /'ei cess ! 
excess!"  [as  vehemently  as  they  now  shout  "defl- 
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cienoy  !  deficiency  1"  Was  there  a  voice  heard 
than  exclaiming  dtmintt*  the  duties,  as  plainly  at 
we  hear  many  voices  now  loudly  calling  for  an 
inmate  of  the  tariff?  Did  any  who  are  so  anxious 
now  for  taxing  the  "luxuries"  of  ihe  rich,  then  pro- 
pose to  take  the  hardens  off  the  necessaries  of  the 
poor?  No,  sir,  no!  Not  a  voice  was  heard  ihen  from 
the  South  demanding  the  adjustment  of  the  revenue 
to  the  contingency  of  an  excess.  Bat  let  a  tempo- 
rary deficiency  arise,  however  temporary  and  eva- 
nescent, and  we  hear  the  tariff  party  immediately 
announce  it,  and  call  for  an  adjustment  of  revenue 
to  the  contiogeccy  of  a  deficiency.  This  is  the 
ererlasting  difference  of  the  North  and  the  South. 
The  one  is  ever  vigilant  and  true  to  its  own  inte- 
tests,  the  other  is  ever  generously  careless;  and  in- 
different end  inactive  until  the  evil  is  actually  upon 
them !  No,  sir,  there  was  then  no  demand  for  di- 
minution. On  the  contrar/,  there  was  distribution ! 
And,  sir,  distribution  is  one  of  the  main*  causes  of 
this  deficiency.  Gentlemen  who  wish  me  to  raise 
the  tariff  must  first  pay  back  into  the  Treasury 
twenty-eight  millions  which,  since  the  compromise 
act,  they  have  taken  out  of  it,  and  without  consti- 
tutional authority,  and  in  the  teeth  of  the  compro- 
mise act,  deposited— kj,  deposited  with  the  Slate.?; 
and  will  ever  remove  those  depositee? — before  I  ad- 
mit any  deficiency  as  a  pretext  for  raising  the  ta- 
riff, when  forty  millions  of  surplus  was  no  pretext 
for  diminishing  the  tarifi  1  Suppose  these  twenty- 
eight  millions  were  now  in  the  Treasury,  I  would 
admit  you  a  deficiency,  the  highest  insisted  on,  of 
fifteen  million*,  and  then,  sir,  we  would  have  an 
txesss  still  of  thirteen  millions,  I  repeat,  for  the  pre* 
text  of  diminution  instead  of  increase  of  the  tariff  at 
this  very  time.  Aote,  now,  at  this  moment,  there 
should  be  an  excess  for  diminish  in*,  instead  of  a 
deficiency  for  increasing  the  tariff,  if  there  had 
never  been  such  a  thing  as  distribution.  Yes,  sir, 
instead  of  a  voice  from  the  South  to  hail  "excess*' 
for  diminution  of  the  tariff,  the  arch  nullifier  him- 
self was  seen  side  by  side  with  tbe  great  champion 
of  the  tariff,  coming  down  from  the  Senate  into  this 
House  aiding  the  bill  of  deposite-distribution,  in 
open  violation  of  the  compromise  act — their  own 
joint  act — and  of  tbe  Constitution ! 

Distribution!  I  must  give  that, sir,  a  thorough 
discussion !  The  first  thing  I  have  to  say  o/  it  is, 
that,  contemplated  in  direct  connection  with  this  bill 
to  issue  Treasury  notes,  it  makes  me  doubt  the  sin- 
cerity of  gentlemen  in  pretending  to  any  alarm 
about  a  serious  or  considerable  deficiency  in  the 
Treasury. 

How  can  gentlemen  be  sincere  in  their  demands 
for  increased  duties  on  imports  to  supply  the  wants 
and  pay  Ihe  debts  of  the  Governments  when  in  their 
next  breath  they  proclaim  their  policy  of— - 

1st.  Distribution  of  the  revenue  from  public 
lands. 

2d.  Enlarged  appropriations  to  harbors  and  all 
internal  improvements. 

3d.  That  there  can  be  no  reduction  of  expendi- 
tures. 

Are  these  objects  of  raising  the  tariff  consistent 
with  their  avowed  reason  of  a  deficieneyl  Or  is  a 
deficiency  the  pretext,  and  are  these  the  real  reasons 
of  a  olamor  for  an  increased  tariff? 

Sir,  I  desire,  in  the  next  place,  to  relate  to  this 
committee  the  history  of  that  bill  to  deposi  e  the 
surplus  of  revenue  in  1836  with  the  States  of  tbe 
Union.    I  mean  the  deposite  act  of  July,  1836. 

In  March,  1833,  the  compromise  act  was  passed, 
enacting  expressly,  as  we  have  seen,  that  no  more 
revenue  should  be  raised  than  was  necessary  to  au 
economical  administration  of  the  Government;  atd 
in  case  of  excess,  the  duties  on  imports  should  b«- 
adjusted  to  that  contingency,  or,  in  other  words,  be 
reduced. 

The  Government  deposites  were  iemoved  from 
the  custody  and  the  control  of  law  in  October,  1833. 
From  that  time  until  the  passage  of  this  act  of  July, 
1836— for  the  period  of  two  years  and  ten  months 
— the  public  deposites  remained,  without  au- 
thority of  law,  wholly  under  the  custody  and  con- 
trol of  absolute  Executive  discretion.  During  all 
this  interval,  at  the  sessions  of  1833-'34,  1334-135; 
and  1835- '3 6,  the  Executive  exerted  all  its  influ- 
ence, strained  every  nerve,  to  pass  a  deposite  act  to 
sanction  in  the  first  place  the  removal  of  tbe  depo- 


sites, and,  in  the  second  plaee,  to  confirm  in  the 
Executive  an  absolute  and  unlimited  discretion  to 
deposite  the  Government  funds  in  State  banks,  as 
should  seem  fit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
controlled  by  the  President  as  hit  officer. 

The  journal  of  1834-'35  will  show  that,  at  that 
session,  Mr.  Polk,  who  was  then  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  brought  forward 
the  Administration  project  of  an  act  of  deposite 
with  the  State  banks,  which  was  very  like*,  if  not 
precisely  the  same  as  the  bill  which  passed  in  July, 
1836  The  bill,  as1  proposed  by  him,  like  the  bill 
of  July,  1836,  contained  at  all  events  no  provisions 
whatever  to  secure  tbe  safety  of  the  public  depo- 
sites. It  left,  as  the  bill  of  July,  1836,  did,  every 
thing  to  a  broad,  unlimited  Executive  discretion. 
The  bill  was  reported  in  1835,  and  regularly  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
tbe  Union.  In  committee  Mr.  Binney,  the  able 
and  distinguished  representative  .of  Philadelphia 
then,  whose  seat  is  now  filled  by  the  gentleman  to 
to  my  left,  [Mr.  Sergeant,]  proposed  sundry  salu- 
tary amendments,  the  chief  of  which  was  an 
amendment  requiring  the  bank*  to  hrve  in  their 
vaults  at  lea%t  one-fifth  of  the  amount  of  depositee  in 
spteie.  This  amendment  was  offered  at  the  right 
time,  just  when  the  cry  began  for  gold 
and  silver  and  a  "hard-money  Government?9  and, 
though  the  Administration  opposed  it  might  and 
main,  and  though  they  had  a  majority  in  the  House, 
it  passed  in  committee  by  so  decided  a  vote  as  to 
insure  its  success  in  the  House.  And  here,  let  me 
remark,  sir,  that,  if  that  single  amendment  had 
passed  with  the  law  then,  and  had  been  strictly  ob- 
served, we  should  not  have  had  that  terrible  explo- 
sion and  universal  suspension  by  the  banks,  which 
have  since  followed  for  the  want  of  it  in  the  act  of 
July,  1836.  Mark  that  as  you  go  alone,  to  the 
blame  of  the  Administration,  not  the  banks,  and  to 
the  honor  of  the  truly  great  statesman  who  then 
proposed  and  insisted  successfully  in  the  commit- 
tee upon  the  amendment.  Passing  in  the  commit- 
tee, why  did  it  not  pass  in  the  House?  I  will  tell 
yon,  sir.  It  actually  defeated  the  bill.  The  Ad- 
ministration was  determined  to  have  the  bill  ns  it 
was,  without  any  such  limitation  and  restriction  by 
law,  or  to  pass  no  bill  at  all.  The  Opposition  was 
then  wisely  determined  to  guard  the  deposites  by 
salutary  provisions  of  the  kind,  or  to  defeat  it  alto- 
gether, and  leave  the  whole  responsibility  upon  the 
Executive  which  bad  "taken  the  responsibility" 
upon  itself.  Well,  sir— the  Administration  had 
suffered  a  defeat  in  the  committee.  Tbe  amend- 
ment was  too  wl<e,  toe  proper,  too  'hard  money," 
for  "hard  money"  partisans  to  dare  to  vote  it  down, 
even  under  tbe  strictest  party  drill.  What  then 
was  to  be  done?  All  tbe  party  schemes  of  bank 
speculations,  Issues,  loan?,  discounts,  and  deposite, 
concocted  by  the  pets  of  a  "pet  bank"  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  concern,  were  likly  to  be  knocked  in  the 
head  by  this  "specie  clause"  amendment,  as  it  was 
called !  Consternation  was  in  the  whole  camp — 
but  "bargain  and  compromise"  put  all  right,  and 
saved  all  appearances  of  victory.  Those  of  the 
Administration  party  who  had  voted  for  the  amend- 
ment, and  who  could  not  do  otherwise,  were  told 
that,  if  they  would  only  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
amendment,  and  reverse  their  votes  and  defeat  it, 
the  bill  should  be  quietly  laid  to  rest,  and  their  par. 
ty  allegiance  and  consciences  both  should  be  saved 
and  troubled  no  more  by  a  call  to  vote  again  either 
for  the  bill  or  ihe  amendment  that  session.  The 
bargain  was  struck,  and  the  bill  was  laid  aside  or 
run  over  rather  for  that  year.  The  journal,  sir, 
shows  every  one  of  these  facta,  I  repeat,  except  the 
mwring  consideration  and  the  bargain. 

Congress  again  met  in  December,  1835,  and  ihe 
same  contest  was  again  begun  and  continued  over 
the  "specie  clou*  amendment  "  Mr.  Polk  went  into 
the  Speaker's  chair,  and  Mr.  Cambreleng  became 
chairman  of  Ways  and  Mean*.  Under  his  lead 
the  same  war  continued,  and,  just  as  I  thought  we 
were  about  to  win  tbe  victory,  lo!  "a  sudden  thought" 
seemed  to  strike  certain  great  leaders  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. All  three  of  them  [Messrs.  Clav,  Webstir, 
and  Calhoun]  seemed  to  exclaim  at  +  nee,  like  the 
Greek  philosopher,  Eureka!  Eureka!— "We  have 
it!"  "Give  us  the  surplus  for  the  States,  and  you 
may  do  as  you  please  with  the  depositee  of  the  Fe- 


deral Government.  You  may  place  them  in  a  hun- 
dred and  one  rotten  hanks,  without  'a  specie  clause,' 
if  you  pl»ase,  provided  you  will  deposite  the  eurpkn 
with  the  States!"  Magnificent  scheme !  Tempting 
bait!  How  successful  it  has  been  in  bankrupting 
the  Treasury  here— in  luring  on  the  States  and  in- 
dividuals to  every  species  of  improvidence— m 
helping  to  bloat  a  bad  currency— in  making  bad 
debts— in  causing  "deficiencies"— in  making  pre- 
texts for  another  high  tariff— let  the  present  condi- 
tion of  our  people,  of  our  State  and  Federal  Go- 
vernments, of  our  whole  country,  at  home  and 
abroad,  attest!  It  took — it  passed — its  effects  are 
felt.  Thank  my  siars,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there 
was  one  Opposition  man,  though  but  one,  and  forty- 
three  of  the  Administration  only,  who  voted  against 
that  iniquitous  bargain.  The  vote  always  was  read 
—"Nays,  43  Demoeatsand  Wise."  That  vote  lam 
prouder  of  than  any  1  ever  gave  in  my  public  life. 

In  a  hot  night  session,  during  the  last  days  of  the 
long  session  of  July,  1836,  that  deposite  act  passed; 
and,  sir,  as  it  was  going  out  of  that  door  next  to 
the  post  office  an  enrolled  bill  in  the  hands  of  a  mes- 
senger, I  was  upon  the  floor  exclaiming — the  au- 
thor of  Nullification  [Mr.  Calhoun]  and  the  author 
of  the  American  System,  [Mr.  Clat,]  the  authors 
of  the  compromise  act,  sittiog  near,  and  looking  ©a 
— I  was  exclaiming,  ''There  goes  the  first  blow  at 
the  compromise  act— there  goes  the  heaviest  blew 
ever  yet  stricken  at  the  legislative  power  of  Con- 
gress over  the  public  money — there  coca  a  direct 
sanction  ot  Executive  usurpation — there  goes  a 
heavy  blow  at  the  land  ordinance  ef  1787 — there 
goes  a  bargain  and  sale  of  the  public  deposites  and 
of  their  safety — there  goes  the  death  warrant  of  State 
rights;  and  if  General  Jackson  will  only  veto  that 
ene  bill,  fraught  with  more  mischief  than  any  or 
all  other  acts  put  together,  I  will  forgive  him  tbe 
multitude  of  his  sins."  And,  sir,  the  next  day, 
hearing  that  he  was  inclined  to  put  his  veto  upon  it, 
I  came  very  near  going  to  him  in  person  to  im- 
plore the  exercise  of  his  constitutional  interposi- 
tion. 

Such  is  tbe  history  of  the  deposite  act  of  1836 
But  for  its  past  age,  there  would  now  be  an  excess 
instead  of  a  deficiency  of  revenue— a  permanent  ex- 
cess, for  it  is  not  with  an  excess  as  with  o  defi- 
ciency. A  deficiency  may  be  temporary,  as  I  have 
shown,  but  an  excess  is  necessarily  permanent— that 
is,  it  may  be  husbanded  and  kept — it  is  in  the  Trea- 
sury, and  may  be  continually,  as  far  as  its  amount 
will  go,  applied  to  the  future  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment. And  do  gentlemen  now  wish,  in  the  /ace  of 
this  rightful  excess:,  and  the  terms  of  the  compro- 
mise, to  raise  tbe  tariff  in  advanced  and  are  they 
now  seizing  on  a  temporary,  not  a  ptrmamtnt  defi- 
ciency in  revenue  to  do  «>,  in  order  to  make  a  pre- 
text lor  another  distribution?  Sir,  I  believe  this  to 
be  their  object,  and  1  cannot  go  with  them.  I  mast 
separate  from  them  on  this  question,  as  heretofore, 
and  they  mu»t  pardon  my  consistency.  I  ask  toem 
again,  what  does  tbe  compromise  establish?  I  an- 
swer, that  all  duties  shall  be  laid  for  revenue  alone 
that  all  revenue  shall  be  raised  for  the  purpose  ot 
"on  economical  administration  of  the  Governments* 
and  that  none,  of  course,  shall  be  raised  either  for 
protection  or  for  distribution,  or  for  any  other  pur- 
pose  under  Heaven. 

Sir,  I  put  a  case  to  gentlemen.  Suppose  that  am 
economical  Administration  required  bat  $90,000,- 
000— suppose  that  the  whole  of  that  sum,  enough 
for  the  Government's  own  purposes,  was  raised 
from  customs  alone,  would  gentlemen  then  contend 
that  they  could  lay  on  another  cent  of  duty  for  pro- 
tection and  distribution?  Would  not  another  cent 
be  protection,  per  set  I  presume  that  no  one  will 
differ  from  me  in  saying,  in  such  a  case  there  could 
be  no  increase  of  tbe  tariff,  and  that  additional  do* 
ties  would  be  protective  duties  per  se.  Admit  thai 
case,  and  I  win  trust  to  the  argument  afterwards. 
Admit  that  only,  what  I  presume  every  man  will 
admit,  and  I  put  you  another  question  following  ia 
order:  What  is  the  difference  between  tbe  case  put, 
and  that  where  the  Government  needs  but  $90,000,- 
000,  and  you  have  that  amount  of  revenue  raised— 
in  part,  say  $15,000,000  from  customs,  and  £5,000,- 
000  from  lands-,  and  where  you  give  away,  aTutVisnai 
the  $5*000,000  of  revenue  from  lamb,  and  raise  da- 
ties  to  supply  the  "deficiency"  of  $5,000,000  *s» 
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oiused  by  distribution?  The  only  difference  is, 
t:at  in  neither  case  you  have  a  deficiency,  bat  in 
the  latter  ease  yon  make  a  deficiency  unnecessarily, 
not  for  revenue,  bat  for  distribution.  Are  not  the 
additional  dutie?  in  both  cases  equally  protective 

Sr  se?  They  are,  because  in  neither  case  are  ihe 
ties  laid  for  revenue.  What  power  has  Congress 
to  mke  s  deficiency  by  giving  away  revenue  ?  What 
power  has  Congress  to  lay  and  collect  duties  to  sup- 
ply any  such  deficiency  so  made?  For  what  may 
Congress  lay  and  collect  duties?  The  Constitution 
provides  specifically:  "to  pay  dtbts  and  provide  for 
the  common  defence,"  and  lor  no  ether  purpose  what- 
ever can  revenue  be  raised;  and  when  revenue  is 
once  raised,  it  cannot  constitutionally  be  applied  to 
any  other  purposes  whatever.  These  are  the  old 
and  the  true  Republican  doctrines  of  constitutional 
construction. 

How  are  these  positions  answered  and  met?  Sir, 
it  is  not  in  order  to  allude  here  to  what  passes  in  the 
Senate,  but  the  other  day  I  went  to  a  certain  place 
—no  matter  where—- we  will  say,  for  supposition 
sake,  to  the  Loo-Choo  islands,  as  a  friend  of  mine, 
now  dead,  used  to  say.  There  I  found  birds  of 
every  fealbe  —  eagalls,  crows,  and  curlews,  all 
fl  jclte  I  together — I  will  not  say  vultures  nor  geese, 
for  I  am  merely  using  a  figure  for  the  sake  of  or- 
der, and  do  not  mean  to  call  haid  names.  They 
were  not  birds  of  prey,  and,  being  in  high  debate, 
I  fi  und  them  very  knowing  birds — 
"  'Twas  certain"— 
"Land*  th«  y  could  measure,  terms  and  tide*  prtra^e." 
Ihe  e  I  heard  one  old  bird,  whose  physiognomy  is 
t*  e  vi r/  pb.'z  of  the  bird  of  wisdom,  answer  the 
v  r/  argument  which  I  have  just  made.  He  said, 
io  answer  to  this  argument — 

1st.  Congress  has  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes. 
This  is  a  substantive  and  independent  power  in 
itself. 

2d.  Congress  has  power  "to  dispose  of  and  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  ter- 
ritory or  other  property  of  the  United  States."  And 
this  is  a  substantive,  absolute,  and  independent 
power  in  itself. 

3d.  And  these  two  powers*  being  independent  of 
etch  other,  Congress  may,  therefore,  lay  and  collect 
taxes  without  reference  to  the  revenue  from  the 
poblic  lands. 

Such  was  the  argument  so  forcibly  and  strongly 
put,  that  it  put  me  to  putting  on  my  studying  cap 
ft-r  on  answer.  He  told  the  other  birds  that  this 
seqaiiur  must  be  so,  "because,  if,  on  the  one  hand, 
it  be  contended  that  Congress  cannot  lay  duties 
without  first  exhaostinz  the  land,  so,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  may  be  and  is  cm  fended  that  you  cannot 
sell  the  land  ani  collect  tie  proceeds  without  first 
exhausting  the  costoms."  And  he  gave  examples 
very  ttrikiog  and  pertinent,  concluding  by  saying 
that  "if  he  was  not  right,  the  result  was,  that  Con- 
gress could  resort  to  neither  power  because  it  had 
both  powers,  which  is  an  absurdity.'* 

Sir,  ibis  argument  is  really  worth  examining,  for 
it  is  the  great  and  only  strong  one  on  which  a  tariff 
for  distribution  can  stand.  Is  this  a  fair  sequfeuil 
b  it  an  answer  to  the  argument  that  you  cannot 
empty  the  Treasury  of  any  revenue*  already  in  it,  in 
order  to  make  the  wants  of  Government  require 
additional  duties?  That  is  the  question;  and  I  an- 
swer, no;  because  when  revenue  is  once  collected 
and  placed  in  the  Treasury,  no  matter  from  what 
source  derived,  one  kind  is  not  distinguishable  from 
another,  and  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  to  be  ap- 
plied are  specified  in  the  Constitution,  "to  pay  the 
dtbts,  and  provide  for  (he  common  defence.1'  It 
cannot  be*  given  away.  If  it  may  he  given  away 
because  it  is  derived  from  land,  why  may  it  not  be 
given  away  too  because  it  is  derived  from  custom? 
Because  we  are  told  that  the  revenue  from  tends  is 
collected  under  the  absolute  and  unlimited  power  "to 
dispose  qf  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regula 
tione  respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  of  the 
United  States.''  But  I  answer,  this  clause  gives  the 
power  to  "dispose  of"  "the  oth&  property"  too;  and  is 
not  revenue  Jrom  cwtome  property!  If  this  clause, 
then,  grants  the  power  of  giving  away  or  distribu- 
ting either  kind,  it  grants  also  the  power  of  giving 
away  or  distributing  sofa  kinds  of  revenue.  This 
mgumentum  ad  abeurdum  of  the  Loo-Choo.  islands 

I  roves  too  much— it  is  itself  reduced  ad  absurdum. 
I  is  avpsustfeal  in  this,  that  it  mates  the  words 


"dispose  of"  too  omnipotent  and  absolute,  and 
confounds  the  power  to  dispose  of  lands  with  the 
power  to  dispose  of  revenue.  If  it  is  good  for  any 
thing,  the  only  legitimate  proposition  it  contains  is, 
that  Congress  is  not  impeia'ively  bound  to  dispose 
of  lands  to  raise  revenue,  or  that  it  may  raise  reve- 
nue from  customs  alone,  without  selling  the  lands. 
And  if  this  is  all  gentlemen  mean,  I  grant  their 
position,  and  they  may  stop  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  to  make  a  necessity  Jor  additional  duties  when 
they— dare! 

If  'hey  do  sell  and  "dispose  of"  the  territory  of 
the  -United  Slates  for  revenue,  however,  all  I  con- 
tend for  is,  that  they  cannot  constitutionally  empty 
it  out  of  the  Treasury  again  to  make  a  deficiency 
for  a  tariff,  or  dispose  of  it  for  any  put  pose  what- 
ever, except  "to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the 
"common  defence11  of  the  nation. 

Indeed,  sir,  this  new  doctrine  that  the  power  to 
"dispose  of"  "the  territory  or  other  property"  of  the 
United  States  is  absolute  and  unlimited,  is  the  most 
Federal  and  lalitudinous  that  was  ever  beard  of, 
even  from  this  "god-Wee"  bird  of  the  Loo-Choo 
islands !  There  is  no  such  thing  as  an  absolute  aod 
unlimited  power  in  this  General  or  Federal  Govern- 
ment There  if  no  power  wiihout  its  well  deined 
limits;  and  every  power  is  limited  by  its  very  ob- 
jects and  purposes.  The  grant  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes  is  limited  by  the  objects  and  purposes  of  pay- 
ing debts  and  providing  for  the  common  defence; 
and  ihe  power  to  "dispose  of  the  territory"  is  li- 
mited by  ihe  objects  of  treating  concerning  i* ,  of 
surveying  it,  of  sec'ioning  itr  of  selling  it,  and  of  di- 
viding ii  into  political  corporations  of  Territories 
and  Stales,  and  such  like  objects.  In  its  particular 
sense,  it  is  a  power  especially  limited  to  the  object 
of  conveying  it  away  to  a  patentee  for  a  valuable 
consideration,  in  addition  to  the  power  of  making 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  it  whilst  it 
remains  the  propeily  of  the  Union. 

Gentlemen  need  not  recur  to  the  deeds  of  ces- 
sion from  Virginia  and  the  other  States  to  prove, 
at  this  late  day,  after  all  that  has  been  assumed  by 
the  General  Government  over  the  public  Und*, 
that  thev  were  ceded  to  the  Slates,  and  not  to  the 
United  States.  The  truth  is,  that,  in  the  deed  of 
cession  from  Virginia,  various  modes  of  expression 
are  used;  such  as,  "for  the  common  benefit  of  the 
Union"— "that  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so 
ceded  to  the  United  States,"  Ac.  on  the  one  hand, 
and  "shall  be  considered  a  common  fund  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  S  ales,  &c. 
according  to  their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure,"  (fee.  on  the  other 
band — the  one  class  of  exprsssions  rather  signify- 
ing a  federal  gift,,  and  the  other  class  signifying  a 
Stale  rights  gift,  if  I  may  so  term  it;  the  one  a  gift 
er  cession  to  the  Union  for  the  common  benefit  of 
all  the  Spates,  the  other  a  gift  or  cession  to  each 
State  separately,  to  take  its  respective  proportion 
through  the  United  States  as  an  agent.  Contem- 
poraneous exposition  has  Ion;  ago  settled  this  point 
by  the  invariable  administration  of  the  public  do* 
main  as  the  property  of  the  United  Stales,  from  tut 
dates  of  these  deeds  down  to  the  day  of  this  mo- 
dern refinement  upon  them. 

The  public  lands  became,  by  these  cessions,  the 
common  property  of  the  United  States,  to  be  govern- 
ed, like  the  "territory  and  other  property"  of  the 
United  States  are  governed,  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  And,  sir,  it  it  no  little  amusing 
to  hear  gentlemen  who  are  constantly  in  the  habit 
of  reasoning  from  such  phrases  as  "  We  the  people  of 
the  United  State*" — to  show  that  the  Constitution  is 
not  a  compact  between  States,  but  a  consolidation 
of  States — to  bear  these  tame  gentlemen,  from  like 
phrases  in  these  old  deeds,  reasoning  to  prove  that 
the  public  lands  are  ceded  to  the  States,  and  not  to 
tbe  Union  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  States ! 
In  this  instance,  where  they  are  for  State  rights,  I 
am  for  Federal  construction.  And,  sir,  the  worst 
of  it  if,  as  I  will  show  directly,  their  Slate  Rights 
construction  of  these  deeds  precisely  conforms  to  their 
consolidating  construction  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion; whilst  my  federal  construction  of  these  deeds 
exactly  conforms  with  my  State  Rights  construc- 
tion ol  the  Constitution.  But,  before  I  proceed  to 
show  this,  let  me  ask  gentlemen  what  they  will  do 
with  tbe  Spanish  and  French  cessions  of  Florida 


and  Louisiana,  embracing  now  the  States  of  Ar 
kansas  and  Missouri  and  the  Territory  of  Iowa? 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  these  lands,  acquired, 
since  the  Constitution  was  framed,  by  the  treaty- 
making  power  of  the  nation,  paid  for  out  of  the 
Federal  Treasury,  are  the  property  of  the  United 
States.  Will  gentlemen  keep  separate  bags  in  the 
Treasury— separate  accounts  of  expenditure  and 
of  proceeds — so  much  from  customs,  which  cannot 
be  distributed — so  much  from  Spanish  and  French 
lands,  which  cannot  be  distributed— so  much  from 
Virginia  lands— so  much  from  Georgia  lands,  &c. 
which  may  be  distributed?  No,  »ir,  no.  They 
will  heed  none  of  these  nice  and  troublesome  dis- 
tinctions. They  will  distribute  the  proceeds  of  alt 
the  public  lands,  without  discriminating  between 
the  power  under  this  deed  or  that  deed;  and,  not- 
withstanding tbe  sales  of  the  public  lands  up  to 
1833, 1  think,  amounted  to  only  97,000,000,  whilst 
they  had  cost  the  Government,  in  clearing  Indian 
titles  and  in  surveying  and  selling  them,  upwards 
of  102.000,000,  besides  Indian  wars,  which  had 
amounted  to  37,000,000  more — notwithstanding 
there  were  in  fact  no  proceeds  of  public  lands,  but 
a  dead  loss  on  them  of  42,000,000,  which  was  paid 
by  customs,  of  course — though  this  balance  against 
them  may  never  be  paid  by  the  lands,  gentlemen 
will  distribute  their  proceeds.  And  though  these 
procaeds  are  all  in  fact  due  to  supply  custom?, 
which  have  been  taken  to  supply  land  deficiencies 
already  to  this  amount  of  42,000,000— gentlemen 
will,  if  ihey  cainot  distribute,  deposits  customs  them- 
selves, as  they  did  in  1836!  They  will,  as  they 
bave,  deposits — 'to  that  bourn  whence  no  traveller 
returns."  Gentlemen  smile  at  tie  very  thought  of 
ever  calling  for  the  return  of  any  part  of  the 
29,000  000  deposited  with  the  S:ates  in  1836 ! 

And  now,  sir  let  me  show  you  that  I  am  consist- 
ent with  my  States-rights  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  that  gentlemen  are  perfectly  consist- 
ent also  with  their  consolidating  construction.  Let 
me  ber,  too,  whether  I  am  not  in  all  this  argument 
consent  with  my  oft-repeated  Whig  professions. 
What  do  we  Whigs  profess  to  be  one  of  the  main 
objects,  if  not  the  very  chief  object,  of  getting  in- 
to powei?  To  curtail  and  abridge  Executive  pow- 
er, and  to  diminish  the  patronage  of  the  Federal 
Government.  Will  the  dUttibution  of  the  revenue. 
f>  om  the  public  lands  not  add  to  the  patronage  of  the 
Extcutive  and  of  the  Federal  Qovernment'l 

Sir,  the  patronage  of  the  Federal  Government, 
whatever  it  may  be,  wherever  it  be  found,  is  the 
patronage  r  f  the  Federal  Executive.  Io  point  of 
paironage,  the  Executive  is  'Hhe  Government." 
General  Jackson  proved  it  to  be  so,  and  therefore 
called  himself  "the  Government."  Congress  may 
usurp  or  acquire  powers,  but  the  Executive  ab- 
sorbs them  all.  In  discussing  the  patronage  of 
the  Federal  Government,  therefore,  I  am  at 
once  discussing  the  power  of  one  man-— the  pa- 
tronage of  a  President.  Let  that  ever  be  borne  in 
mind. 

Have  gentlemen  ever  surveyed  the  height  and 
the  depth,  the  length  and  tbe  breadth  of  the  power 
of  the  public  domain?  Since  the  days  of  1798 
and  1801,  when  they  were  strong  enough  to  over- 
throw the  elder  Adams,  to  elect  Jefferson  and 
Madison,  and  keep  them  in  power  through  wars 
foreign  and  domestic,  the  doctrines  of  strict  con- 
struction and  of  State  rights  have  been  gradually 
declining,  until  at  this  time  they  have  fallen  into  a 
by-word,  and  become  tbe  jest  of  tbe  scoffer.  Why? 
What  is  this  owing  to?  Every  gentleman  no  doubt 
has  his  theory,  but  my  reason  is  one  peculiar  to 
myself,  has  never  yet  been  assigned.  Sir,  I  attri- 
bute this  lamentable  declension  of  State  power  and 
influence  to  the  land  ordinance  of  1787.  Its  effects 
are  demonstrable. 

Sir,  that  ordinance,  with  a  rapidity  unexampled 
in  history,  has  built  up  roads  and  bridges,  and 
t  >wns  and  territories,  and  cities  and  States,  and  is 
last  building  up  an  Empire.  It  is  an  institution  tbe 
like  of  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of 
other  nation?,  ancient  or  modern.  It  is  an  institu- 
tion next  only  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Unied 
State*,  in  its  singular  history  and  tremendous  ef- 
fects. Subordinate  to  the  Constitution  only,  it  is 
an  imperium  in  imperio.  No  other  nation  nnder  the 
sun  ever  before  sold  its  public  domain,  and  there  is 
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nothing  in  the  fendal  system,  nothing  in  any  thing 
else  in  all  history,  like  this  land  ordinance  of  1787. 
Like  the  Constitution,  it  was  a  new  and  untried  ex- 
periment,and  yet  itis  most  curious  to  behold  how, like 
the  Constitution,  it  has  succeeded  beyond  any  sys- 
tem in  comparison  with  it  in  working  its  wonder- 
ful effects  and  in  acquiring  its  tremendous  power 
and  patronage-— I  will  not  say  strength,  for  strength 
implies  durability— cither  for  good  or  fot  evil.  It 
was  the  work,  I  am  told,  of  old  Nathan  Dane.  It 
is  now  a  perfect  study,  grand  and  immense  and 
wonderful,  which  its  own  authors,  at  the  time  they 
framed  it,  never  could  have  fully  comprehended  in 
all  its  scope.  That  it  has  done  some  good,  yea, 
much  good,  immense  good,  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
and  I  do  not  intend  to  detract  from  its  design  or 
from  ta  past  effect?.  By  its  simplicity  of  detail, 
Its  order  and  precision,  its  surreys  and  sections,  and 
regularity  of  sales  and  patents,  clearing  away  all 
clouds  and  disputes  about  title,  equalizing  and  fa- 
cilitating the  acquisition  of  its  titles  and  advan- 
tages, it  has  settled  now  millions  of  hardy,  indus- 
trious, laborious,  and  independent  terre-tenants,  un- 
der a  free  Constitution  and  laws,  en  the  fairest 
heritage  of  galleys,  and  mountains,  and  lakes,  and 
rivers,  and  prairie*,  and  fort  sts,  and  mines,  which 
the  sun  and  the  rain  ever  fructified— on  half  a  con- 
tinent of  more  luxuriant  land  thin  was  ever  lorded 
over  by  any  prince  or  potentate!  This  is  praise 
enough  for  it  and  itsau  hors,  for  the  past.  Bat  I 
am  looking  to  the  future,  and  I  ask  whether  it  is  not 
time  that  it  was  changed  with  the  timet?  Is  it  likely 
to  continue  to  pour  out  blessings  upon  this  country? 
Hat  it  not  been  working  some  evils  with  its  great 
good,  which  ought  now  to  be  arrested,  and  which,  if 
not  arrested,  will  more  than  counterbalance  all  its 
greatest gocd?  Lookback  to  its  origin.  At  the 
time  this  ordinance  was  framed,  we  were  two  or 
three  milliors  of  people  only,  scafered  over  a 
wide  and  wild  waste  of  a  virgin  continent,  roamed 
by  savage  tribes  hostile  to  the  wbi'e  man.  ■  We 
were  in  debt  a  hundred  millions  for  our  Revolu- 
tionary conquest.  We  were  agricultural.  And  it 
entered  not  into  the  mind  of  man  to  conceive  that 
we  were  to  be  any  thing  else  for  centuries  to  come 
than  a  poor  and  burdened  people,  to  btrugglc  hard 
for  ages  for  the  means  fi om  year  to  year  of  sup- 
porting a  precarious  national  exi  tence.  The  pro- 
bability  and  the  rational  fear  then  was,  that  we  were 
to  be  too  weak.  When,  lo  (  we  not  only  left  our  mo- 
ther country  at  a  very  early  ag*— the  age  of  infancy 
and  childhood— but  were  found  in  Empire's  tem- 
ple contending  with  the  mighty  nations  of  the 
earth  1  Ther«  has  been  something  miraculous,  al- 
most divine,  in  the  progress  of  this  people.  From 
that  time  to  this  we  have  been  rising  like  a  god-like 
giant  in  stature  and  in  strength.  Thirteen  Colonies 
are  twenty- six  States — three  millions  have  become 
near  twenty  millions— and  who  would  have  ima- 
gined tba',  by  1836,  in  lets  than  half  ef  a  century, 
•we  would  have  pai  J  off  all  the  debts  of  two  wars, 
and  have  had  more  than  forty  millions  of  surplus 
revenue  to  distribute,  besides  making  thirteen  pow- 
erful Republics  out  of  the  public  land*?  AntT  who 
could,  in  1787,  have  foreseen  the  mighty  accretion 
of  power  in  the  Federal  Executive  which  has 
grown  with  the  growth  and  strengthened  with  the 
strength  of  these  wonderful  result*?  If  our  fathers, 
the  framers  of  this  ordinance,  had  foreseen  these 
unexpected  effects,  would  they  have  organized  the 
land  system  as  they  did?  How  did  they  organize 
It?  Sir,  they  placed  the  whole  power  of  the  system 
in  the  President.  T.ie  whole  patronage  of  the 
public  domain  is  in  the  Executive.  The  President 
appoints  and  removes  at  will  the  surveyor*,  the  re- 
gisters, the  receivers,  the  land  and  Indian  agents  of 
every  description;  he  treats  with  the  Indians,  holds 
salaries,  and  annuities,  and  purchase-money  in  his 
hands;  he  open  roads,  builds  bridges,  court-houses, 
state-houses,  and  appoints  governors,  judges,  and 
Other  officers  in  Territories;  he  locates  land  dis- 
tricts, opens  and  appoints  the  time  of  land  sale*;  the 
surveys,  and  sales,  and  entries,  and  patents  are  in  his 
hands;  bidders,  and  purchaser?,  and  settlers,  and 
squatters,  and  speculators,  are  in  his  grasp;  the  banks 
and  their  notes,  and  specie,  and  every  description  of 
currency  with  which  lands  are  to  be  bought,  are 
subject  to  his  will ;  he  holds  jud-cial  power  in  the 
issue  of  patents  to  an  immense  extent;  legislative 


power  in  the  control  of  Territories  and  new  States 
and  of  their  Representatives  and  Senators  in  Con- 
gress; and  the  very  new  Statet  are  nursed  from 
their  chrysalis  territorial  condition  into  existence 
npon  Federal  pap  from  the  Executive  spoon.  He 
has,  by  this  ordinance,  become  the  "great  father** 
of  Statei!  And  all  this  power  and  patronage  is 
wielded  over  millions  of  population,  and  millions 
of  millions  of  acres  of  lands  such  as  are  lying  in 
the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi )  Some  of  these 
powers,  gentlemen  may  *ay,  belong  to  Congress. 
Congress  passes  the  law,  it  is  true,  but  the  President 
execute!  it,  and  dispenses  its  bounties.  Sum  up 
this  power  of  the  public  domain,  then— can  you 
doit?  No.  It  is  too  infinite,  too  multifarious, 
too  ramified,  too  extensive,  and  yet  to  minute 
in  its  influences,  to  be  traced  or  serfn  all  at  once. 
But  it  embracea  immense  money  power — immense 
official  power  over  officers  and  agents— immense 
individual  power  over  persons  natural  and  corpo- 
rate— immense  popular  power  over  election*— im- 
mense territorial  power  over  the  organization  and 
admission  of  Territories — irnmen <t  legislative  power 
over  Congress— immense  judicial  power  over  per- 
sons and  property  under  patents — immense  Stale 
power  over  the  new  States  coming  into  the  Union, 
and  as  long  as  there  are  large  quantities  of  public 
lands  within  them;  and  over  the  Senate,  which  is 
intended  to  be  a  check  on  %  Executive.  I  ask 
gentlemen  to  reflect  solemnly  upon  three  facts 
which  I  will  call  their  attention  to.  A  member  of 
Congress  from  a  new  8<ate  once  told  me,  during 
the  last  land  mania,  that,  if  he  would  permit  him- 
self to  take  compensation  for  labor  and  influence 
here,  besides  his  eight  dollars  per  diem— a  man 
whom  I  believe  to  be  honest,  and  who  no  more 
would  have  touched  such  extra  compensation 
"with  a  pair  of  tongs1' than  I  would— he  could 
make  from  ten  to  twenty  thousand  dollars  every 
session  or  year  he  was  in  Congress.  Seme  lands 
were  selling  at  §10  and  #20  an  acre;  they  wer« 
entered  at  $1  25  per  acre— $800  only  for  640 
acres  of  land;  there  would  be  a  dispute  about  the 
patent,  about  who  was  entitled  to  enter  the  land; 
an  appeal  would  be  taken  from  the  Register  and 
Receiver  of  the  Land  Office  to  the  Commissioner 
here,  and  from  him  to  the  President.  In  every 
such  case — and  there  were  hundreds  from  Alaba- 
ma and  Mississippi,  especially  under  the  Choctaw 
and  Chickasaw  treaties*-) here  would  be  from  five 
to  ten  thousand  dollars  involved  on  a  stake  of 
eight  hundred  dollars  only,  and  the  claimants  wonld 
readily  give  one-half  to  any  agent  who  wonld  get 
them  the  patents.  Members  of  Congress  were 
sought,  of  course,  as  agents,  because  they  had  volet 
here  and  in  the  8enate.  If  they  were  friends  of 
the  Administration,  they  were  held  by  a  golden 
chrin  to  their  party  allegiance;  if  in  the  opposition, 
they  were  silenced  and  kept  still,  if  not  by  their 
own  interests,  by  the  interests  and  stake  of  their 
constituents,  dependent  upon  Executive  favor. 
Thus,  the  Executive  wielded  an  omnipotent  land 
influence  over  the  independence  of  the  legislative 
department. 

Again:  Will  gentlemen  reflect  npon  the  amount 
of  jurisdiction  over  property  and  perrons  boh,  the 
President  wields  in  a  single  year  in  the  isnefng  of 
land  patentti  The  lani  receipts  in  1836  alone  were 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty  millions.  This  is  a 
judicial  power.  Now  sum  up  the  whole  amount  of 
property,  and  the  whole  number  of  persons  in- 
volved in  all  the  cas^s  of  all  the  Federal  and  State 
courts  of  the  Union,  and  -the  jurisdiction  over  per- 
sons and  property  will  not  be  found  so  great,  I  ven- 
tnre  to  say,  as  that  of  this  patent  jurisdiction  of  the 
President.  Twenty-five  or  thirty  millions  adjudi- 
cated by  him*  in  a  single  year ! 

Again:  Not  only  has  there  not  been  a  delegate 
from  a  Territory,  tfnee  the  foundation  of  the  Go- 
vernment, from  General  Harrison  himself  down 
to  my  friend  before  me  from  Florida,  [Mr.  Down- 
iho,]  who  was  not  obliged,  in  duty  to  b?s  people 
and  in  regard  to  their  interests,  to  keep  on  the  right 
tide  of  the  Executive— who  is  the  fountain  of  all 
honor  and  favor  to  a  Territory;  but,  no  new  State 
has  come  into  the  Union,  no  matter  who  was  Pre- 
sident—whether it  was  an  Adams  or  a  Jefferson- 
no  matter  what  party  was  in  power,  the  Demo- 
cratic or  the  Federal,  the  Whig  or  the  Loco  Foco— 


which  has  not  at  first,  and  as  long  as  the  land 
offices  were  numerous,  and  large  quantities  of  land 
were  in  market,  invariably  sent  fieo  Senators,  net 
to  check  the  President,  but  to  defeat  the  theory  of 
the  Constitution,  making  the  Senate  a  check  upon 
the  Executive !  Look  at  the  whole  line  of  year 
frontier,  from  Michigan  to  Louisiana,  until  lately— 
see  how  they  all  have  voted,  and  how  a  majority 
now  vote  in  the  Senate.  The  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives from  a  new  State  are  obliged,  no  matter 
how  honest  the  men  are,  to  be  land  politlctam. 
They  are  constrained  by  the  necessity  of  this  sys- 
tem.   The  fault  is  in  the  system. 

Shall  we  add,  then,  to  this  system,  so  enormously 
overgrown,  the  dittribxttion  fentarrt  Sir,  it  our 
sires,  the  sages  who  framed  this  ordinance  and  this 
Constitution,  could  now  rice  from  the  tomb,  what 
astonishment  and  mortification  wonld  they  not  feel 
and  express  at  the  inroads  which  the  former  has 
made  upon  the  latter  of  these  two  instruments! 
They  were  men  who  saw  far  beyond  their  owa 
times,  and  who,  judging,  as  they  had  to  judge,  from 
the  past,  established  every-  possible  guard  against 
known  or  apprehended  dangers  te  liberty.  They 
were  men,  too,  who  "snuffed  tyranny  in  every 
tainted  breeze,"  but  here  was  a  danger  which  they 
— which  no  set  of  men  in  their  day— which  no  hu* 
man  foresight  could  foresee.  Bat  seeing  it  now, 
wonld  they  not  reform  it?  I  can  imagine  the  shade 
of  Nathan  Dane  walking  in  this  Hall  aghast  at  the 
mighty  changes  which  have  been  wrought:  it  ap- 
proaches my  table,  and  asks  "Where  are  «t» 
from?"  "From  Virginia."  "1  have  beard  befere 
of  Virginia."  •'Where  are  you  from!"  addressed 
to  members  from  Ohio — to  19  members,  each  re- 
presenting 47  500  federal  population  in  a  ttate 
which  now  is  only  part  of  what  was  an  unknown 
wilderness  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river!  "From 
Ohio."  "I  have  beard  before  of  th»  river  Ohio— 
most  wonderful !"  "And  you?*'  "From  Indiana." 
"And  you?  and  you?  and  yon?  and  yon?  and  yoeP— 
addressing  delegations  from  Illinois,  Michigan,  Mis- 
souri, Arkansas,  and  Iowa!  " Wonderful  1  Most 
wonderful  I  And  how  have  these  great  and  mighty 
States  been  nurtured  into  being?"  "Upon  the  kind 
and  parental  patronage  which  yon  provided  for 
them  in  the  Federal  Government."  "What,  then, 
has  become  of  State  Rights— where  are  theyf" 
"Gone.  Yes,  gone  forever,  unless  this  patronage 
be  now  arrested."  And,  sir,  I  imagine  1  see  that 
shade  departing,  with  a  warning  finger  pointed,  aid 
with  the  words  "Yes!  and  public  liberty  and  the 
Federal  Republic  will  be  gone  too,  unless  yon  re- 
store the  just  balance  of  powers  established  between 
the  States  and  the  General  Government  fcy'yow 
fathers  I"  Yes,  sir,  nalesf  you  restore  that  balance, 
if  that  shade  should  again  rise  another  century 
hence,  it  may  be  like  the  ghost  of  Cicero  amidst  the 
rains  of  Rome, 

I  have  read  somewhere,  or  somebody  has  told 
me,  the  story  of  a  scene  got  up  by  some  German 
nobleman  to  satirise  the  modern  Italians,  fie  its- 
presents  a  foot  traveller  as  entering  Roane  a*  ajgfat 
just  before  the  breaking  of  day.  Be  tries  in  vash 
to  arouse  the  slumbering  inhabitants  over  whom 
drowsiness,  and  darkness,  and  stillness,  and  sataamt 
seem  to  reign  like  death  where  once  a  city  steed 
on  seven  bills,  with  all  its  life  by  day  and  lights  by 
night.  He  throws  himtelf  down  to  rest  fay  the  saas- 
way  of  one  of  the  streets  in  the*  open  air.  la  the 
mean  time,  the  ghost  of  Cicero,  after  a  lapse  of 
centuries,  enters  just  as  the  traveller  is  again  rising 
to  arouse  the  lszy  inhabitants.  The  traveller  takes 
from  his  fob  a  watch ;  the  ghost  starts  back  and  in- 
quires "what  is  that?"  "A  watch,  an  ism-wan— t 
to  measure  time."  "Wonderful!  and  who  invest- 
ed that?"  "The  Germans."  The  traveller  then 
takes  from  his  pocket  an  almanac,  and  lac  ghost 
again  asks,  "What  that  is?"  "An  annual  calen- 
dar, and  upon  hearing  an  explanation  ef  the  art  at 
printing,  it  raised  up  its  hands  exclaiming,  "Won- 
derful 1  wonderful}  and  who  invented  that!* 
"The  Germans."  Failing  to  awaken  and  arooae 
the  sluggard  populace,  the  traveller  draws  eat 
a  pistol,  and  fires  it  off,  to  the  alarm  of  the  ghost, 
which  again  inquires,  "And  what  is  tharT'  mA 
fire  •arm;"  and  upon  being  informed  of  the  miesv 
ttoa  aid  use  of  gunpowder  in  the  art  of  war.  itea> 
elaims,  "Woaderfmi!  wonderful  1  most 
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bit  who  invented  thai?"  "XV  Germans."  "Great 
and  mighty  f  people  they  must  be  I  tint  what  has 
Rome  been  doing  all  ibis  timel  Where  are  her 
pillars  with  'Roma  Sterna'  upon  them?  Where  are 
her  temples  and  her  household  goo*?  her  legions, 
her  Senate,  her  foram,  all  her  ancient  grandeur 
aad  glory?9'  Just  at  that  moment  one  of  the  lazaroni 
of  Italy  entered,  yawning  and  gaping  from  sleep, 
aad  dirty  and  racged  and  debased,  from  idleness 
aad  poverty.  ''There  now,"  said  the  traveller,  "is 
alt  that  is  left  of  Rome."  The  ghost  vanished! 
So,  sir,  if  this  domain  patronage  continues,  oar 
ghosts  may  rise  np  bat  a  short  time  hence  in  the 
history  of  natioas,  to  witness  nothing  bat  the  di- 
lapidation, and  decay,  and  rain,  and  lazaroni  of  a 
fallen,  a  gone  empire!  Rome  rose  to  a  grandeur 
which  we  may  not  attain;  bnt  Rome,  in  all  her 
glory,  with  all  her  provinces  and  conquests,  never 
parcelled  out  to  her  legions  lands  such  as  we  be- 
stow on  oar  citizens  and  oar  States.  No  Consul  of 
Rome,  no  Emperor  ever  wielded  a  patronage  of 
domain  like  that  wielded  by  the  President  of  this 
American  Republic;  a  patronage  already  over  the 
people,  their  money,  their  Legislatures,  their  laws, 
their  institutions,  their  States,  which  is  fearfully 
and  fast  tending  to  empire — to  empire  which,  like 
all  empires,  mast  decay  and  fall.  We  have  now  a 
Government  of  imperial  patronage — it  mutt  be  cor- 
rupt—its patronage  muff  be  brought  down  I 

Sir,  your  land  ordinance  has  done  wonderfal 
things  for  this  nation;  bnt,  if  it  cannot  be  changed 
for  the  better  in  respect  to  Executive  patronage, 
that  patronage  mast  not  be  magnified  and  increased. 
It  is  too  great  already.  As  no  figure  of  speech — 
as  no  hyperbole — I  say  that  I  would  vote  to  give 
ail  the  public  lands  at  once  to  the  States  rather 
than  see  their  influence  constantly  tending  to  em- 
pire increased.  I  am  far  from  going  for  another 
system  proposed,  [Mr.  Calhoun's,]  bat  at  the  pro- 
per time,  when  the  whole  subject  can  be  taken  np, 
aad  remodelled  and  amended,  I  witl  do  nothing, 
vote  for  nothing,  on  the  subject,  by  gieceimal.  I 
will  propose  an  amendment,  which  I  cannot  go 
into  now,  but  which  will  be  a  better  bargain  for 
the  new  States  and  for  the  old  than  has  ever  been 
yet  offered  in  the  market.  Old  Virginia — which 
blessed  mother  of  them  all  the  new  States  never 
fail  to  deride  and  abuse  on  this  floor,  like  good  old 
patents  are  ever  sure  to  be  abused  by  ungrateful 
children  who  have  had  advances  made  them  be- 
fore burial  and  testament — Old  Virgiania,  I  say,  or 
al  least  one  of  her  districts,  which  I  can  speak  for, 
will  advance  her  children  at  once  sooner  than  see 
them  hawking  themselves  abont  in  the  market  as 
they  do,  aad  sooner  than  see  the  land  she  so  gene- 
rously ceded  "to  the  common  benefit  of  the  Union" 
remain  any  longer  juit  so  much  capital  only  for  po- 
liticians to  trade  on  and  their  partisans  to  waste!— 
sooner  than  see  these  land*  merge  the  Stales  of  this 
Union  into  a  grand,  imperial  consolidation! 

And,  sir,  if  such  be  the  tendencies  of  the  present 
system,  as  it  is,  what  will  they  be,  or  rather,  what 
will  they  not  be,  if  distribution  be  added?  Hereto- 
fore, sir,  the  new  States,  only,  have  been  bound  by 
mis  alarming  power;  heretofore,  the  old  States  have 
been  the  only  check  upon  its  progress  towards  an 
imperial  despotism,  and  old  bave  multiplied  as  fast 
as  new  ones.  The  policy  which  Ohio  aad  Ten- 
nessee would  have  contended  for  twenty  years  ago, 
has  become  a  counter  policy  to  theirs  now.  As 
soon  as  the  new  States  have  got  well  clear  of  their 
land  oflSces  and  well  filled  with  population,  they 
then  have  become  old  States  in  their  land  policy. 
In  all  this  we  have  heretofore  had  some  check, 
some  security,  though  not  enough,  I  know,  against 
this  domain  patronage.  But,  sir,  what  if  distribu- 
tion be  now  added  to  the  system,  and  this  powerful 
patronage  be  sxtended  to  the  old  States  as  well  as 
die  new?  This  is  all  that  is  lacking  to  make  its 
mower  absolute  and  irresistible.  This  will  con- 
summate the  evil.  There  will  then  be  no  check, 
no  security!  Catching  the  States  enslaved  by 
Slate  debts,  the  "borrower  is  the  slave  of  the 
leader"  catching  them  subdued  by  taxation,  with 
•'eWWencies"  which  they  cannot  supply  by  duties 
on  ittoorts.    Having  the  power  to  supply  the  «dV 


old  mother,  Old  Virginia  herself— no,  not  Virginia 
herself,  but  Virginia  in  the  feebleness  of  dotage — 
may,  perhaps,  be  seen  with  toothless  gums  to  eke 
out  her  flabby  lips  to  take  some  of  this  land  pap 
from  the  Federal  tpoon !  May  God  in  his  meicy 
spare  me  that  sight  1  She  is,  though  old  and  strip- 
ped of  her  ancient  vigor,  out  of  debt  and  proud  as 
ever,  though  poor.  She  will  not,  I  trust,  sell  her 
old  Republican  faith  for  a  mite  only  of  an  immen- 
sity which  she  once  gave  away  1 

Sir,  in  the  combined  operation  of  the  principles 
of  an  increased  protective  tariff  and  of  distribu- 
tion,'the  manufacturing  States  will  have  a  double 
profit,  and  the  agricultural  States  will  bear  the 
whole  loss. 

The  first  will  get  their  fall  share  of  distribution, 
and  the  whole  profit  of  protection.  The  second 
will  pay  the  full  tax  of  their  consumption  under 
the  tariff,  which  will  more  thau  exceed  their  full 
share  under  the  distribution.  To  the  former  there 
will  be  a  double  gain,  and  to  the  latter  there  must 
be  a  certain  loss;  and  this,  too,  to  a  great  extent, 
whether  duties  are  laid  upon  the  protected  articles 
or  upon'luxories  or  unprotected  articles  involving 
countervailing  or  recriminating  duties;  because  all 
countervailing  regulations,  retaliatory  by  other  na- 
tions upon  our  commerce,  must  fall  almost  wholly 
upon  exports  which  are  the  products  of  agricultural 
States.  1  shall,  therefore,  oppose  an  increase  of 
the  tariff  at  this  tins,  and  a  distribution  of  the  re- 
venue from  public  lands  at  all  times. 

Gentlemen  ask,  then,  What  witl  1  do?  Sir,  I  will 
postpone  the  tariff  question  as  long  as  I  can,  and 
leave  the  present  laws  to  operate  as  they  will,  with- 
out additional  legislation,  until  I  know  there  is  a 
permanent  deficiency  in  the  Treasury.  My  opinion 
is,  that,  when  trade  and  commerce  and  currency  are 
restored,  and  confidence  revives,  there  will  be  im- 
portations to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
or  two  hundred  millions  per  annum,  and  that,  upon 
such  amount  of  importations,  the  revenue  from  the 
present  scale  of  duties  will  be  sufficient,  and  not 
'deficient."  The  chief  of  the  duties  now  are  above 
90  per  cent ;  and  the  most  of  them,  after  June  30, 
1842,  will  be  20  per  cent  ad  valorem.  That  is 
high  and  protective  enough,  when  to  the  ad  valo- 
rem we  add  at  least  15  per  cent,  for  the  home  va- 
luation, the  Government's  own  appraisement,  the 
cash  duty,  and  for  the  rate  of  exchange — miking 
the  duties  chiefly,  after  June,  1842,  at  least  35  per 
cent,  for  protection.  When  the  proper  time  comes 
to  increase  or  lay  on  additional  duties,  for  a  proper 
object  or  purpose— if  ever  that  time  does  come — I 
will  vote,  of  course,  to  tax  luxuries  and  unprotected 
articles  We  will,  however,  see  whether  the  manu- 
facturing interests  will  do  that.  /  wilt  not,  though, 
in  any  case,  vote  for  an  increase  of  the  tanff  on  any 
articles  to  distribute  a  deficiency. 

But  what  will  I  do  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
Government,  and  to  keep  it  in  successful  operation? 
I  will,  in  the  first  place,  and  for  this  time,  vote  for 
this  bill  to  issue  Treasury  notes.  To  provide  for 
the  future,  1  would  recommend  gentlemen— 

1st.  To  husband  all  resources.  Cease  the  destruc- 
tive war  which  has  been  waged  since  1833  upon 
trade.  Encourage  and  be  peaceful  with  the  credit 
and  commerce  on  which  your  customs  depend. 

3d.  As  long  as  there  is  a  "aVjicieney,"  at  all 
events,  in  the  Treasury,  guard  and  watch  your 
public  lands*  Neither  give  them  away  nor  let  them 
be  stolen  from  you— mind,  1  do  not  mean  by  the 
squatterr,  I  have  a  friendly  regard  for  /Ann,  and 
would  encourage  them  to  improve  and  enhance  the 
value  of  our  wild  lands  by  any  reasonable  com- 
persation;  I  mean  the  real,  high  handed  land  rob- 
bers— the  political  and  pecuniary  land  speculators — 
who  will  rob  you,  like  pirates,  of  land  and  liberty 
both,  if  they  are  not  closely  watched. 

3d.  In  the  language  of  the  present  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  "push  a  vigorous  reduction."  He  is 
hypocritical,  1  will  admit  you,  and  has  never  ob- 
servtd  the  recommendation  himself.  Bat  a  hypo- 
crite always  uses  the  language  of  a  saint,  and 
a  saint  may  therefore  take  up  his  words  and  be  sin- 
cere. I  then  repeat  the  •words— push  a  vigorous 
reduction.  It  is  a  mode  of  supply.  The?  gentle- 
man from  Maine  [Mr.  Evans,]  the  other  day,  said 
he  could  not  comprehend  how  this  could  be  consi- 
dered a  mode  of  supply.    Franklin  informed  me, 


sir,  when  a  boy,  that  a  penny  saved  is  a  penny 
gained.  I  was  astonished  to  hear  from  a  Whig,  so 
soon  after  the  election,  that  there  can  be  no  reduc- 
tion. Economy  will  supply  the  deficiency  in  the 
Treasury.    I  would  commence  economy— 

1st.  By  reducing  Executive  patronage.  That  is 
one  of  the  first  Whig  maxims  with  me.  Execu- 
tive patronage  is  one  of  the  most  costly  appendages 
of  this  Government.  It  aspires  to  a  splendid  ad- 
ministration, and  reduces  the  Government  to  the 
couditian  in  which  it  is  now,  a  state  of  "shabby 
splendor."  As  an  instance  to  show  how  costly  this 
patronage  is,  no  better  example  could  be  given 
than  this  policy  of  distribution.  Gentlemen  con- 
tend that  the  public  lands  belong  to  the  States,  and 
not  to  the  United  States.  How  much  cheaper  it 
would  be,  then,  and  how  much  would  it  save  to 
the  States,  if,  instead  of  taxing  the  people  of  the 
States-,  through  the  tariff,  to  pay  the  salaries  of  sur- 
veyors, and  registers,  and  receivers,  and  agents  to 
watch  all  these  officers,  and  to  pay  all  the  losses  by 
defalcation  and  otherwise,  and  to  meet  all  the  ex- 
penses of  acquiring  and  selling  the  public  lands, 
you  would  jast  give  up  to  the  States  at  once  their 
property,  which  you  say  belongs  to  them,  and  not 
to  the  Union.  The  loaf,  I  should  think,  would  be 
quite  as  large  if  you  would  net  cut  so  many  slices 
from  it  before  you  deliver  them  their  own.  Bat, 
to  give  away  the  lands  themselves  to  the  States,  in- 
stead of  f  iving  them  the  revenue  from  lands  after 
deducting  expenses,  would  be  monstrous,  mon- 
strous with  some  gentlemen,  because  there  is  no 
Executive  patronage  in  that  system  1  Asformy- 
selt,  I  like  neither  the  one  system  nor  the  other.  I 
am  content,  for  the  present,  with  the  system  now 
in  operation,  and  pray  only  that  Executive  patron- 
age may  not  be  increased  by  adding  distribution  to 
the  other  evils  and  curses  of  a  system  which  is  al- 
ready bad  enough.  If  I  am  proscribed  by  my 
parly  for  this  doctrine,  I  shall  be  proscribed  for  a 
Whig  doctrine,  and  shall  still  be  a  Whig.  Bat, 
Executive  patronage  may  be  diminished  in  other 
respects.  Retrenchment  should  be  unfeignedly 
practised  in  great  matters  and  in  small.  It  was 
once  promised,  and  the  promise  was  broken — 
shamefully  and  extravagantly  broken.  Let  us  not 
be  fahe  to  ourselves  and  to  our  country,  and  we 
will  save  much  by  retrenchment.  I  would  cut 
down  appropriations  to  internal  improvements.  Not 
another  haibor  should  be  built  until,  at  all  events 
there  was  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury  to  be  wasted. 
I  would  stop  and  arrest  at  once  the  woful  extrava- 
gance of  that  disgraceful  Florida  war;  an  extrava- 
gance woful,  indeed,  to  humanity,  when,  as  I  be- 
lieve on  my  soul,  one-halt  the  money  spent  has 
been  pocketed  in  part  by  plunderers  upon  the  Trea- 
sury, and  in  part  spent  by  them  in  keeping  up  the 
war,  in  order  that  they  may  plunder  still  more. 
All  the  contracts  of  Government  require  strict  scruti- 
ny, retrenchment,  and  reform.  Especially  Indian 
treaties,  and  Indian  contracts,  and  Indian  agencies, 
should  be  watched  and  reduced.  I  would  abolish 
sinecures  of  every  description,  and  there  are  a 
thousand  and  one 'of  them  in  this  Government.  I 
would  abolish  useless  ports  of  entry  for  the  customs, 
and  useless  collectors  who  do  net  receive  the  amounts 
of  their  salaries.  I  do  not  know  how  it  is,  but  the 
expense  of  collecting  the  revenue  has  increased,  in 
the  last  ten  years,  more  than  50  per  cent.  This 
expense  ought  to  be  reduced  back  again  to  its  old 
standard  of  four  per  cent.  Salaries  ought  to  be  re- 
duced. One  thing,  which  has  tended  with  conside* 
rable  effect  to  overshadow  the  State  sovereignties, 
and  to  make  them  comparatively  insignificant  and 
uninfluentiai,  has  been  the  extravagant  salaries 
which  this  Government  has  paid  to  its  officers  in 
comparison  with  the  salaries  of  State  officers.  The 
States  are  not  able  to  vie  with  the  extravagance  of 
the  Federal  Government,  and  the  Federal  salaries 
should  therefore  be  scaled  down  to  the  State  stand- 
ards,.if  we  mean  to  preserve  the  just  balance  of 
State  and  Federal  power,  as  well  as  to  economize. 

Sir,  there  is  economy  and  a  large  supply  of 
means  in  reform  as  well  as  in  retrenchment.  I  do 
not  mean  that  hypocritical  canting  reform,  which 
aspires  only  to  turn  out  one  man  and  to  put  in 
another.  But  I  do  mean  that  effectual  reform  which 
will  make  the  coming  a  business  and  not  an  else- 
tioneering  Administrati  on.    If  Government  officers 
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are  allowed  to  interfere  in  elections,  yea,  required 
to  save  their  salaries  by  their  party  services,  the 
Treasury  mast  suffer  for  it;  for  electioneering  re- 
quires funds,  and  officers  will  not  take  their  own 
money  when  they  can  reach  Uncle  Sam's.  The 
dearest  purchase  ever  made  by  any  people  is  the 
purchase  of  themselves  with  their  own  taxes  which 
they  have  paid  into  the  public  Treasury.  I  would 
put  down  at  every  hazard  the  tyranny  of  proscrip- 
tion, the  most  extravagant  of  all  tyrannies,  waich 
is  always  sure  to  turn  out  of  office  some  honest 
and  many  knowing  officers,  and  to  put  many  dis- 
honest aud  ignorant  ones  in  their  places.  I  could 
give  many  instances  of  many  losses  under  the  pre- 
sent and  last  Administrations  from  this  cause  alone. 
Appoint  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  country  to 
office  without  regard  to  party  service*,  and  you  will 
find  thousand  of  dollars  gained  as  well  as  thousands 
saved  by  that  simple  operation  of  finance.  Stop 
the  spoils  system,  and  punish  corruption  in  evety 
shape  by  prompt  removals  from  office  for  any  abuses 
or  defalcation.  Put  aside  incompetency  in  every  case, 
and  favor  no  fool  because  he  happens  to  be  your 
personal  or  political  friend.  These  are  some  of 
the  maxims  to  replenish  your  exhausted  Treasury 
and  to  supply  its  apprehended  deficiencies.  If  they 
are  faithfully  observed  for  twelve  months  to  come, 
my  word  for  i«,  there  will  be  no  deficiency  to  be 
supplied.  Above  all,  give  to  the  country  a  safe, 
sound,  and  uniform  currency,  and  restore  confidence 
between  man  and  man  ana  Government  and  citi- 
zen, and  your  coffers  will  soon  be  full,  and  Hea- 
ven's and  the  people's  blessings  will  rest  upon  your 
Administration. 

As  to  the  best  mode  of  giving  to  the  country  a 
safe,  sound,  and  uniform  currency,  my  opinions 
are  welt  known  to  those  who  know  any  thing  about 
my  opinions  at  all.  With  Mr.  Madison,  I  believe 
that  a  National  Bank  is  absolutely  necessary,  and 
must,  try  whatever  other  experiments  you  please, 
be  resorted  to  in  the  end.  I  believe  such  an  insti- 
tution not  only  constitutional  and  expedient,  but, 
oi  a  Southern  man  and  a  State  fights  man,  I  support 
it  as  the  best  friend  of  the  Soutn,  which  is  more  in- 
jured by  a  bad  currency  than  any  other  section  of 
i he  country,  and  as  the  only  means  of  creating  a 
hand  of  the  law  for  the  legislative  department,  to 
keep  the  legislative  power  or  the  custody  and  the 
control  of  the  public  money  out  of  the  h>ndsofthe 
Executive.  The  Executive  has  assumed  that  pott- 
er by  snatching  the  public  money  from  the  vaults 
of  a  National  Bank.  I  would  create  a  National 
Bank  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  to  Congress  its 
constitutional  fiscal  power,  if  for  no  ether  purpose. 
That  is  one  of  the  best  modes  of  reducing  Execu- 
tive patronage.  But  my  views  on  this  question 
were  delivered  at  length  at  the  extra  session  of 
1837.  Now,  I  will  only  say  that  I  will  vote  for 
such  an  institution  if  it  be  brought  forward  at  the 
right  time,  is  it  be  properly  organized,  and  be  lo- 
cated at  the  proper  place — and  that  proper  place 
with  me  will  be  as  far  as  I  can  get  it  from  the  con- 
taminating and  dangerous  influence  of  stockjob- 
bing and  brokers. 

In  conclusion:  I  have  discharged  my  duty  by  de- 
claring my  sentiments  on  all  ihese  subjects  in  ad- 
vance. 1  have  addressed  myself  to  the  House,  to 
the  country,  and  to  the  President  elect.  I  have  de- 
clared my  opinions  as  independently  as  I  entertain 
them.  I  am  apprehensive  that  they  will  not  be  ac- 
ceptable to  some  gentlemen  of  either  party,  and 
that  is  a  proof  to  me  that  ihey  are  nearly,  if  not 
exactly  rig  at.  I  uust  that  they  will  be  acceptable 
to  Gmeral  Harrison.  If  I  am  correctly  informed 
of  the  man,  independence  and  frankness  are  quali- 
ties which  he  admires;  and,  if  I  am  correctly  in- 
formed of  his  political  sentiments,  he  will  agree 
with  many  of  the  opinions  which  I  have  advanced. 
A  gentleman  near  me  shakes  his  head;  but,  sir,  I 
do  not  recognise  the  right  of  that  or  any  other  gen- 
tleman to  speak  to  me  for  Gen.  Harrison.  I  have 
never  believed  him  to  be  that  weak  old  man  that 
his  enemies  have  represented  him  to  be.  I  believe 
him  to  possess  a  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body;  to 
be  hone&t,  patriotic,  and  able  to  project  bis  own  po- 
licy, and  to  speak  for  himself.  I  believe  that  he 
will  imitate  Washington  in  calling  good  and  wise 
men  of  various  and  diffeient  views  to  his  councils; 
Uufc  he  wUi  consider  the  opinions  of  all,  and  then  • 


judge  and  act  for  himself.  At  all  events,  I  have 
spoken  to  him,  here  iu  my  place,  of  public  mea- 
sures touching  public  interests,  as  I  had  a  right  to 
speak,  and  as  it  was  my  duty  to  speak,  indepen- 
dently and  without  reserve.  He  can  take  no  ex- 
ception to  this  course;  and  if  he  does,  he  owes  me 
more  than  I  owe  to  him — having  exerted  the  best 
of  my  humble  powers  to  elevate  htm  to  the  Presi- 
dency. He  can  easily  cancel  that  small  debt  by 
faithfully  redeeming  the  promises  which  have 
brought  him  into  power.  '  The  sentiments  and  opi- 
nions which  I  now  advance  are  the  same  as  those 
which  1  advanced  before  his  election,  and  whilst 
advocating  his  pretensions  to  the  Presidency,  as  all 
my  friends  and  constituents  and  thousands  of 
strangers  in  various  parts  of  the  country  know. 
That  be  will  agree  with  all  there  views  and  opi- 
nion* 1  do  not  expect.  I  will  compromise  much 
with  Gen.  Harrison;  and  yield  much  to  his  better 
judgment  and  information.  I  expect  to  support  bis 
Administration  most  cordially;  and  I  will  do  so  as 
far  as  I  can  in  conscience,  without  a  sacrifice  of 
consistency  and  of  vital  principle,  and  with  a  due 
regard  to  the  duty  I  owe  my  country.  I  am 
the  same  Republican  Whig  now  as  befoie  the  elec- 
tion—let me  not,  therefore,  be  misunderstood  or 
misrepresented. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  MALLORY, 

OF  VIRGINIA, 

In  the  House  f>f  Representatives,  February  5, 1841— On 

the  bill  providing  for   an  istue  of  Treasury 

Note?. 

Mr.  Steeerod,  of  Virginia,  having  obtained 
the  floor,  said  that  he  was  desirous  of  addressing 
the  House  on  the  various  topics  which  had  been 
introduced  into  this  discussion;  but  as  his  colleague 
[Mr.  Mallort]  had  recently  taken  his  seat, 
and  had  evinced  a  disposition  to  address  the  com- 
mittee, he  would,  with  pleasure,  yield  the  floor  to 
him,  as  the  limited  time  now  remaining,  before 
he  bill  would  be  taken  out  of  committee,  would 
not  allow  them  both  to  occupy  the  floor. 

Mr.  MALLORY  thanked  Mr.S.  for  his  kind- 
ness  and  courtesy,  and  apologized  for  obtruding 
himself  upon  the  committee  at  that  late  hour. 
Whatever  might  have  been  my  original  intention, 
(said  Mr.  M.)  the  period  fixed  by  the  House  for 
terminating  the  discussion  having  nearly  arrived, 
it  is  impossible  for  me  at  this  time  to  enter  into  a 
full  consideration  of  this  bill,  and  of  the  various 
topics  which  have  been  alluded  to  in  the  course  of 
the  debate.  Nor,  indeed,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  it  ne- 
cessary, after  the  able,  unanswered,  and  unan- 
swerable argument  of  my  distinguished  colleague, 
[Mr.  Wise  ]  My  principal  object  in  rising,  sir,  is 
to  notice  some  remarks  of  the  gentlemen  from 
Maryland  and  North  Carolina,  [Messrs.  Jenifer 
and  Rayner,]  in  relation  to  the  course  he  has 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  pursue. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  J.]  had 
said  that  "not  one  position  of  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Wise]  was  in  unison  with  his  party;"  and  "that 
his  speech  was  not  approved  by  a  single  political 
friend.1'  I  ask  the  gentleman  if  I  am  correct  in 
ascribing;  to  him  this  language?  [To  this  Mr.  Jeni- 
fer assented,  and  said  "he  did  not  recognise  Mr. 
Mallobt  as  a  political  friend  of  Mr.  Wise." 
Now,  sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  be  read  out  of  church  by 
the  member  from  Maryland,  or  by  any  body  else; 
but  I  take  this  occasion  to  declare  that,  with  one 
exception,  1  fully  approve,  endorse,  and  intend 
widely  to  circulate  the  speech  of  my  colleague.  I 
thank  htm,  Mr.  Cnairman,  for  his  bold  and  manly 
stand  in  defence  of  our  interests  and  principles:  for, 
however  offensive  it  may  prove  to  certain  politi- 
cians in  this  Capitol— however  be  may  be  denounced 
or  misrepresented  here  or  elsewhere,  unless  1  am 
greatly  deceived,  the  views  he  has  advanced  will 
meet  with  a  hearty  and  cordial  support  among  those 
whom  we  represent  on  this  floor.  They  are  the 
doctrines  avowed  by  the  Harrison  party  in  lower 
Virginia,  during  the  late  canvass,  and  around 
which  we  mean  still  to  rail  v.  On  that  ground  I 
plant  my  flag,  and  on  that  will  I  stand  or  fall. 
When  we  entered  the  Harrison  party  we  did  not 
compromise  our  principles;  and  if  the  principles  of 
the  late  contest  are  te  be  in  opposition  to  the 
movements  of  the  coming  Administration,  then,  sir, 


all  that  I  have  to  say  is,  that  we  have   teen 
deceived  ouJservcs,  and  that  we  have  deceived 
others. 
But  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 

Rather]  said  that  the  remarks  of  my  colleague 
are  "ominous,"  Ac.  and  that  he  heard  them  "with 
pain  and  surprise.'1  Now,  I  ask  that  gentleman 
to  lell  me  what  principles  my  colleague  hat  ad- 
vanced in  bis  speech  which  he  had  not  before 
avowed?  I  beg  to  assure  the  gentleman  they  an 
the  doctrines  of  the  Whigs  in  Virginia,  if  they  are 
not  of  the  Whigs  of  North  Carolina. 

But,  sir,  what  position  has  my  friend  assumed 
that  can  be  construed  into  an  act  of  hostility  to  the 
measures  of  General  Harrison's  administration? 
Is  a  National  Bank  to  be  recommended  and  poshed, 
without  an  opportunity  of  consulting  the  people, 
and  without  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  country? 
Why,  sir,  General  Harrison  told  us  he  would  not 
resort  to  a  bank  until  all  other  expedients  had 
failed,  and  unless  it  was  called  for  by  a  majority 
of  the  people.  My  colleague  says,  in  substance, 
the  same;  so  that  here,  at  least,  there  is  nothing 
•  'ominous"  of  a  difference.  The  President  elect  is 
pledged  to  adhere  to  the  compromise  act  on  the 
tariff;  and  the  main  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  was  in  favor  of  that 
position. 

Mr.  Jenifer  here  rose  aad  said  to  Mr.  JUil- 
lort — Define  your  own  position. 

Mr.  Mallobt  to  Mr.  J.  What,  on  the  to- 
bacco question?  [Mr.  J.  had  made  a  long  speech  on 
this  subject  a  day  or  two  before,  and  is  retry  active 
in  getting  up  conventions,  &c.  on  the  tobacco 
trade.] 

But,  says  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Rayner,]  why  did  not  the  honorable  member 
Irom  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisx]  wait  until  General 
Harrison  arrived  in  this  city?  I  answer,  why  did 
not  gentlemen  who  spoke  before  him  adopt  the 
same  plan?  I  undertake  to  say  that  my  colleague 
would  have  waited  until  the  arrival  of  General 
Harrison,  if  others  had  thought  proper  to  do  the 
same.  But  such  bad  not  been  the  case.  Other 
gentlemen  had  given  their  view*,  without  reserve, 
and  he  and  hu  colleague  were  not  going  to  permit 
public  opinion  to  be  prejudged,  even  if  the  indica- 
tions did  come  from  a  high  quarter. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  listened  with  much  atten- 
tion to  this  debate,  and  be  was  yet  to  hear  any 
good  reason  why  this  bill  should  not  pass,  whether 
we  view  it  in  connection  with  the  present  or  coming 
Administration. 

When  last  he  had  a  seat  on  this  floor,  no  one  was 
more  decidedly  opposed  to  the  policy  than  him- 
self; and,  if  he  did  not  discuss  the  question,  it  was 
because  be  left  it  to  others  who  could  bring  to  mo 
aid  of  our  cause  greater  powers  of  debate  and 
more  weight  of  character  than  he  laid  claim  te. 
Since  then,  our  relations  have  materially  changed, 
and  his  vote  would  be  given  to  suit  this  variation. 
I  admire  (said  he)  consistency  in  a  politician;  but  I 
like  to  see  him  accommodate  his  conducx  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  limes  and  the  wans  of  the 
State,  not  make  it  square  with  mere  pride  of  opi- 
nion or  the  prejudices  of  party  feeling. 

Wh?n  the  question  of  issuing  Treasury  notes 
was  first  proposed,  the  party  bringing  it  forward 
was  flushed  with  victory,  and  disposed  to  rush 
headlong  into  the  field  of  untried  expedients.  The 
settled  principles  of  our  fathers  and  the  most 
cherished  institutions  of  the  country  were  subjects 
of  the  wildest  experiments,  and  a  radical  change  in 
the  character  of  our  Government  sought  to  be 
effected.  Disapproving  the  measure  as  a  Perma- 
nent financial  scheme,  and  fearing  mat  it  formed 
a  link  in  the  series  oi  measures  designed  to  esta- 
blish a  Government  bank,  I  three  times  Toted 
against  such  a  bill.  As  a  circulating  medics, 
they  are  every  way  objectionable;  nor  do  I  an* 
prove  of  resorting  to  such  a  process  as  an  ordinary 
mode  of  raising  money.  But  in  the  present  aspect 
of  our  affairs,  as  a  temporary  expedient  to  supply 
the  wants  of  Government,  in  the  absence  of  a 
belter,  I  feel  justified  in  voting  for  the  bO. 
Things  have  materially  changed.  ^Sub-Trea- 
sury, so  intimately  connected  with  it,  and  without 
which  they  are  stripped  of  most  of  their  objections, 
as  a  natural  consequence  of  the  election  of  Gem. 
Harriion,  wUl  fc>  abandoned.    With 
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will  come  new  measures,  and  doubtless  some  other 
expedient  will  be  resorted  to.  la  the  mean  lime, 
let  us  act  on  (fee  scriptural  maxim,  that  "sufficient 
ante  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof."  Bat  my  principal 
object  in  supporting  this  bill  is  to  avoid,  if  possi- 
ble, the  et  ils  and  dangers  of  an  extra  session  of 
Congress;  and  I  hope  the  amount  authorized  to  be 
issued  will  not  only  be  large  enough  for  the  wants 
of  the  expiring  Administration,  but  also  for  that 
about  to  assume  the  powers  of  Government.  For 
my  part,  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  this  called  session. 
I  am  desirous  that  the  President  elect  should  have 
ample  time  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the 
Government,  and  calmly  to  consider  what  mea- 
sures are  best  calculated  to  relieve  the  country-  I 
want  him  by  all  means  to  avoid  hasty  action  on 
the  vital  questions  that  most  be  considered;  to  view 
them  without  reference  to  mere  political  considera- 
tions and  unbiassed  by  party  influence?.  It  woald 
be  extremely  injudicious  and  unwise,  in  the  present 
state  of  public  feeling,  to  think  of  adopting  this 
measure.  To  suppose  that  subjects  of  such  im- 
portance as  would  come  up  at  an  extra  session  of 
Congress,  surrounded  as  they  will  be  by  all  the 
elements  of  political  strife,  could  be  considered 
with  reference  to  the  true  interests  of  the  nation,  is, 
I  think,  greatly  to  mistake  the  state  of  parties  and 
the  schemes  of  political  aspirants:  General  Hani- 
son,  whatever  may  be  the  position  of  some  of  his 
prominent  supporters,  is  now  unpledged  and  un- 
committed. Premature  action  may  place  him  in  a 
position  fatal  to  the  just  expectations  of  his  coun- 
trymen, and  fatal  to  the  renown  of  his  Administra- 
tion. The  voice  of  a  free  people  has  elevated 
him  beyond  all  patties.  No  man,  since  the  days  of 
General  Washington,  has  had  such  an  opportunity 
to  advance  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  and 
win  for  himself  the  deep  and  lasting  gratitude  of  a 
great  nation.  His  measures  will,  1  trust,  be  wise 
and  useful,  and  his  Cabinet  selected  with  an  eye 
single  to  our  wants  and  \ interests,  having  no  re- 
ference to  the  succession.  For  the  present,  at 
least,  I  wish  htm  to  be  guided  by  the  "let-alone" 
principle.  That  the  body  politic  is  sick,  cannot  be 
denied.  It  has  suffered  lor  years  from  empirical 
treatment— at  one  lime  for  undue  stimulation,  then 
again  from  excessive  depletion.  No  system  has 
been  Jong  adhered  to,  and  no  indication  properly 
followed  out.  Quackery  has  been  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  from  its  effects  the  patient  has  been  gra- 
dually sinking.  But  protracted  as  has  proved  the 
malady,  and  inefficacious  the  remedial  means  em* 
ployed,  a  close  examination  discloses  no  organic 
disease.  There  are,  it  is  true,  disturbances  in  the 
circulation,  with  undue  determinations;  bnt  now 
tctat  the  acrid  secretions  are  removed,  the  favor 
will  go  off,  leaving  behind  no  incurable  effects. 
Restani  the  vis  wudicUrix  natures  will  soon  briog 
about  a  state  of  sound  health  and  vigorous  action. 
Sir,  I  protest  against  this  incessant  tinkering— this 
never-ceasing  doctoring— and,  as  many  an  unfortu- 
nate patient  has  been  physicked  to  death  just  be- 
cause the  physician,  in  order  to  -satisfy  the  anxiety 
of  his  friends,  felt  called  on  to  prescribe  something, 
without  exactly  knowing  himself  how  his  medicine 
would  act,  so  is  the  business  of  the  country  in  like 
dancer  from  too  many  legislative  prescriptions. 
Confidence,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  your  attendant  goes 
far  to  effect  a  cure;  and,  as  in  medicine,  so  it  is 
just  now  with  the  body  politic  Toe  physician 
selected  by  the  people  to  minister  to  the  diseases  of 
the  State  is  one  in  whose  skill  and  integrity  they 
place  all  confidence.  As  one  who  played  an  hum* 
ble  yet  active  part  in  this  selection,  I  am  for 
giving  him  foil  lime  to  examine,  to  reflect,  to  de- 
cide, and,  when  he  acts,  let  it  be  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  our  condition,  and  with  a  clear  per- 
ception of  our  wants.  Let  the  country  alone, 
therefore,  for  awhile,  and  it  will  restore  itself;  in 
its  present  feverish  state,  it  would  be  extremely 
imprudent  to  add  additional  excitement;  the  proper 
way  for  its  recovery  to  a  healthy  tone  is  to  avoid 
all  stimulation.  I  am  unwilling  to  subject  the  busi- 
ness and  currency  of  the  nation  to  the  iojurioos 
iifiutnce  of  another  year  of  political  agitation;  I 
am  unwilling  to  pass  through  another  summer  of 
turmoil,  which  will  as  surely  come  as  you  convene 
Congress  in  May  or  Jane,  to  discuss  the  question 
of  a  bank,  of  dkuihoaon,aad  of  a  tariff.    U  will 


be  a  President  making  session,  for  with  it  will  open 
the  campaign  for  the  succession.  This  question,  I 
believe,  the  people  do  not  desire  to  agitate  soon, 
whatever  may  be  the  wishes  of  ambitions  politi- 
cians. The  elements  of  prosperity  are  still  to  be 
found  in  the  country,  and,  if  allowed  time,  will 
soon  settle  down  into  order.  We  want  rest,  and,  if 
we  expect  to  do  well,  we  must  have  it. 

How  can  the  advocates  of  a  called  session  ex- 
pect that  General  Harrison,  immediately  on  coming 
into  power,  should,  without  proper  time  for  reflec- 
tion, precipitate  himself  into  great  measured  No: 
the  proper  plan  will  be  to  allow  him  time  to  look 
around  him,  and  to  examine  into  the  true  state  of 
affairs  before  he  acts.  Above  all,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
am  against  that  policy  calculated  to  place  General 
Harrison  in  a  condition  where  he  will  be  compelled 
to  commit  himself  to  the  schemes  of  any  man. 
I  am  averse  to  making  any  individual  our  next 
President,  by  bolstering  up  his  hobbies  with  the 
great  popularity  of  General  Harrison.  I  have 
voted  for  him  to  be  President,  *nd  for  nobody  else. 
I  deny  that  any  one  on  this  floor,  or  in  the  other 
wing  of  the  Capitol,  is  authorized  to  indicate  what 
are  to  be  the  measures  of  the  incoming  Administra  • 
tion.  For  one,  I  will  denounce  the  attempts  of 
any  clique  to  mark  out  the  course  of  the  President 
elect  before  he  reaches  the  seat  of  Government,  or 
has  been  clothed  with  authority.  And,  Mr.  Chair- 
man notwithstanding  the  manifestations  from  the 
legency  quarter  of  this  Hall,  1  protest,  in  advance, 
against  their  opinions  being  considered  as  the 
orthodox  principles  of  the  Whig  party.  1  find 
fault  with  no  member  of  our  party  for  expressing 
himself  in  regard  to  a  bank,  a  tariff,  to  distribution, 
or  internal  improvements.  lam  willing  to  bear 
all  that  gentleman  may  have  to  say,  and  expect 
to  be  heard  in  return,  without  being  proscribed  for 
so  doing.  But  I  do  object  to  one  set  of  men  under- 
taking to  manufacture  political  opinions  for  others; 
and  will  resist,  cost  what  it  may,  what  I  re- 
gard as  an  effort  to  prejudge  these  questions  in  the 
public  mind,  so  as  to  force  us  up  to  their  standard 
of  Whig  principles;  or,  failing  in  that,  to  make 
us  objects  of  suspicion  to  our  friends,  and  to  ex- 
communicate us  from  the  true  church. 

Gentleman  insist  that  a  called  session  at  aft  early 
day  is  necessary  to  provide  means  to  supply  the 
ordinary  purposes  of  Government.  Sir,  I  hold  the 
opposite  opinion,  and  believe,  if  the  amendment  of 
my  colleague  prevails — which  proposes  to  give  to 
General  Harrison  the  power  to  issue  five  millions 
of  Treasury  notes  after  the  fourth  of  March  next — 
that  there  will  be  money  enough  for  an  economical 
Administration  of  our  affairs.  We  have,  over  and 
over  again,  charged  the  Van  Buren  party  with  ex- 
travagancy and  promised  to  reform  abuses  and  re- 
trench expenditures  if  the  people  would  elect  Gen. 
Harrison.  But  certain  gentlemen  here,  who  had 
sung  this  tune  for  years,  had  not  a  word  to  say 
about  retrenchment  and  reform.  The  cry  now  is, 
money  1  money !  give  us  money.  Yes,  we  must 
have  money  to  carry  on  a  splendid  Government, 
and  to  get  this  money  they  must  raise  the  taxes  of 
the  people.  If,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  indications, 
put  forth  by  the  members  over  the  way,  who  have 
spoken  on  this  subject,  are  to  be  received  as  the 
principles  of  the  incoming  Administration,  not- 
withstanding all  our  past  cry  of  retrenchment  and 
reform,  it  is  evident  we  shall  gain  nothing  on  this 
score  by  a  charge  of  rulers.  If  this  be  so,  all  that 
we  have  accomplished  by  the  tarn  of  the  political 
wheel  is,  to  put  out  one  set  of  charlatans,  and  put 
in  another.  I  mean,  sir,  so  long  as  I  remain  here, 
to  practise  on  the  precepts  I  inculcated  before  the 
people — to  carry  out,  when  in  power,  the  promi- 
ses made  to  the  people  when  candidates  for  office. 
Nor  do  1  recognise  any  here  as  authorized  to  speak 
for  the  President  elect.  He  came  into  power  on 
the  pledge  that  he  would  carry  out  reform  and  re- 
trenchment, aad  I  believe  he  will  fulfil  his  promi- 
ses to  the  letter. 

It  is  the  doty  of  the  Administration  about  re- 
tiring to  make  ample  provision  until  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  They  owe  it  to  themselves  and 
to  the  country;  justice  and  policy  both  demand  it 
at  their  hands.  Bat  suppose  they  do  not;  what 
then?  On  the  Van  Buren  party,  and  not  on  the 
friends  of  General  Harrison*  will  rest  the  responsi- 


bility. And  surely,  sir,  the  instruments  he  will 
select  to  carry  on  the  Government  will  have  tact 
and  sense  enough  to  present  this  in  its  true  light 
before  the  people.  1  have  no  fears  for  the  coming 
Administration  of  General  Harrison.  1  believe 
that  distinguished  man  will  draw  around  him  per- 
sons of  talent,  who  will  aid  htm  in  ascertaining 
the  true  state  of  the  country;  and  men  who  will  be 
able  to  make  a  correct  exposition  of  its  affairs. 
That  he  will  encounter  difficulties,  is  very  certain; 
otherwise,  we  have  deceived  the  people  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  country  and  the  Government. 
Bat  I  hope  he  will  meet  them  like  a  man;  and,  if 
he.  proves  faithful  to  his  trust,  the  people  will  sus- 
tain him  in  any  emergency  that  may  arise. 

During  the  canvass,  we  were  in  the  habit  of  as- 
sumin?,  as  a  correct  standard  for  the  expense*  of 
the  Federal  Government,  the  amount  of  appropria- 
tions per  annum  under  the  administration  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  and, 
allowing  something  for  the  increase  of  population, 
the  Florida  war,  &c.  to  compare  the  expenditures 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren  with  those  of  the  former.  What 
I  preached  then,  I  am  willing  to  practise  now;  and, 
for  one,  I  hold  my  political  associates  to-  a  strict 
and  rigid  accountability.  Instead  of  resorting  to  a 
loan,  as  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Barnard,]  and  as  approved  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  RaymerJ 
instead  of  taxing  our  constituents  by  increasing 
the  tariff,  I  maintain  it  is  our  duty  to  try  first  re- 
trenchment and  reform.  A  loan  will  entail  on  us 
a  permanent  national  debt,  to  which,  except  oa 
extraordinary  occasions,  such  as  war,  I  am  entire- 
ly oppos?d.  It  is  with  Government  as  with  indi- 
viduals. Money  loaned  for  ten  or  twenty  yearn 
creates  no  untatiness  in  the  mind  of  the  borrower. 
He  maintains  his  habits  of  extravagance,  and 
makes  no  arrangements  to  liquidate  the  debt,  be* 
cause  the  day  of  payment  is  a  long  way  off.  But 
let  him,  instead  of  a  deed  in  trust,  give  his  bond 
payable  in  a  few  months,  and  at  once  be  will  make 
an  effort  to  meet  the  obligation.  So  is  it  with  Go- 
vernment. Lend  us  money  for  ten  years,  and  in 
vain  may  you  look  tor  retrenchment.  But  force 
us  to  redeem  our  notes  every  twelve  months,  and 
we  dare  not  incur  the  responsibility  of  extravagant 
appropriations.  Sir,  I  respect  the  patriotic  profes- 
sions of  politicians  to  a  proper  extent,  but  my  ex- 
perience here  satisfies  me  tbat  if  you  want  an  eco- 
nomical and  pure  Government,  you  mast  keep  it 
poor !  Take  not  a  single  dollar  from  the  pockets 
ef  the  people  that  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to 
their  security  and  defence. 

The  honorable  member  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Rat  web,]  in  arguing  in  favor  of  borrowing 
rocn»y,  assigned  as  a  reason  "that  a  loan  would  ex- 
pose to  the  country  the  state  of  our  finances." 
But  surely  we  can  do  this  without  incurring  a  per 
tnaoent  national  debt;  for  if  you  borrow  money  it 
must  be  for  years,  not  months;  nobody  will  lend  it 
to  you  for  a  short  period.  A  competent  and  ho- 
nest Secretary  of  the  Treasury  can  very  soon  find 
out  the  siate  of  our  money  affairs.  The  remarks 
of  Messrs.  Barnard,  Bxll,  and  Evans,  had  con- 
vinced htm  that  the  deficit  in  the  Treasury  is  great- 
er than  the  revenue  will  fill  up,  "and  that  their  cal- 
culations as  to  the  estimates  put  this  question  in  so 
clear  a  point  of  view  as  to  remove  all  doubt." 
Now,  sir,  they  did  agree  a?  to  there  being  a  defi- 
ciency; tut  what  was  the  amount  of  that  deficien- 
cy was  altogether  another  affair  They  all  arrived 
at  different  results.  For  instance,  one  says  it  is 
about  seven  millions,  while  another  had  set  it  down 
at  forty  millions — a  mere  trifle  of  thirty-three  mil- 
lions of  dollars  difference' between  two  gentlemen; 
and  yet  we  are  to  resort  to  a  "loan  to  expose  to 
the  country  the  true  state  of  oar  finances." 
Sir,  would  you  borrow  seven  millions  or  forty?  It 
is  is  obvious  to  my  mind  that  none  of  them  can 
tell  the  real  deficiency  in  the  Treasury;  and  if  their 
data  and  estimates  are  so  satisfactory  to  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  1  must  confess  they 
weigh  little  with  me. 

Bat  suppose  this  money  is  borrowed,  how  do  you 
propose  to  pay  the  deb!)  Oh !  say  gentlemen,  let 
as  tax  luxuries;  and  a  mighty  dost  is  kicked  up  here 
to  blind  the  eyes  of  the  people  to  an  approaching 
tariff  and  an  extravagant  Government.    This  cry 
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ls all  vsry  fine;  it  found*  well  and  may  succeed;  it 
it  it  at  least  plausible,  but  will  not  bear  mocfar  scru- 
tiny. It  is  not  a  mere  question  of  a  tax  on  wines 
and  silks*  There  is  much  more  in  it  than  at  first 
■seats  the  eye.  I  csnnot  but  regard  the  proposi- 
tion as  designed  to  spring  a  tariff  on  us  before  we 
are  aware  of  our  danger;  tnd  I  think  so,  notwith- 
standing the  many  disclaimers  that  we  have  heard 
over  the  way.  Sir,  one  would  almost  eonclude 
there  were  no  tariff  men  in  this  House— ** judicious 
tarih%-moderate  tariff— ju*rt  tariff,"  is  all  they 
want;  hot  what  would  be  just,  moderate,  and  judi- 
cious, is  about  as  hard  to  find  out  as  is  the  deficien- 
cy in  the  Treasury.  It  might  vary,  like  that,  from 
7  to  40  per  cent.  All  these  disclaimers  come  too 
from  tariff  men,  and  if  they  were  cross-examined  a 
little  as  to  their  understanding  of  the  compromise 
act,  the  end  and  object  of  this  movement  would 
perhaps  be  put  "in  a  clear  point  of  view."  Sir, we 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  an  open  tariff  question. 
Presidential  aspirations  will  prevent  that.  It  is 
against  a  high  tariff  for  protection  in  disguise  that 
we  must  guard;  for  here  lies  the  danger.  But  I  do 
not  intend  to  go  into  the  question  of  laying  a  tax 
on  wine*  and  silks.  My  colleague  has  done  that  in 
a  much  abler  manner  than  I  can,  and,  as  I  intend 
circulating  his  speech,  it  is  unnecessary. 

As  my  time  for  speaking  is  limited  by  the  rule 
adopted  this  morning,  which  takes  tbis  bill  out  of 
the  committee  in  some  twenty  ot  thirty  minutes,  I 
mast  avoid  a  regular  battle,  and  be  content  to  fire 
a  few  random  shot,  intending  to  write  out  what  I 
have  no  chance  of  speaking  here.  This  much, 
however,  let  me  say,  that  the  question  is  an  impor- 
tant one,  demanding  more  consideration  than  it 
can  receive  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
if  the  whole  time  were  appropriated  to  the  »ubject. 
If  increased  taxation  is  necessary,  take  up  tbe 
whole  question  of  tbe  tariff,  consult  all  sections 
and  interests,  and  act  openly  and  deliberately.  Let 
os  know  what  you  are  about,  and  let  your  legisla- 
tion be  general,  not  partial.  Why  this  haste? 
Months  will  elapse,  if  yon  adopt  the  motion,  before 
the  duties  will  commence—- not  until  October  next— 
too  late  entirely  to  relieve  yonr  Treasury  of  its  pre- 
sent embarrassments.  I  have  no  objection  to  tax 
faururie*,  if  yon  will  relieve  neceaUUs  from  taxa- 
tion. I  will  go  with  yon  to  tax  the  rich  man's 
silk  garment*,  if  yon  will  go  with  me  to  take  off 
yonr  enormous  tax  on  the  poor  man's  blanket  and 
coarse  woollens  and  cottons.  I  will  tax  wine  if 
you  will  take  off  yonr  tax  on  salt.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  imposing  a  moderate  dnty  on  silks  and 
wines  for  the  purposes  of  revenue;  bnt  I  have  uo 
idea,  as  a  Southern  man,  to  stand  by  quietly,  and 
tee  luxuries  for  which  we  exchange  our  produce 
heavily  taxed,  wbile  those  exchanged  for  Northern 
manufactures  come  jn  free  of  daty.  I  do  not  want 
to  force  a  poor  man's  wife  to  give  np  her  silk 
gown,  and  compel  her  to  wear  coarse  Northern  cot- 
ions  at  the  same  price.  Wbv  not  tax  yonr  spices, 
dye-stnffi,  teas,  mahogany,  o\c.  as  well  as  wines 
and  silks?  But  the  cry  is,  the  Treasury  is  empty, 
and  how  are  we  to  supply  the  deficiency?  Sir,  1 
won  Id  advise  you,  instead  of  doing  this,  by  increas- 
ing the  taxes  on  the  people,  to  study  retrenchment 
and  reform;  to  practise  what  we  have  so  zealously 
proposed.  I  would  say  to  Gen.  Harrison,  as  a 
friend,  study  this  book,  (holding  up  the  bluobeok.) 
I  would  advise  him  to  act  on  the  precepts  con- 
tained in  the  speeches  of  the  gentlemen  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  Bonn,)  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ools,)  and 
others  of  onr  party,  which  inculcate  reform.  Let 
him  abolish  all  useless  offices.  By  a  judicious 
reform  in  New  York  alone,  from  500,000  to 
$800,000  may  be  saved  yearly  in  the  collection  of 
the  revenue,  the  cost  of  collection  in  a  few  years 
having  gone  up  to  eleven  from  four  per  cent,  with- 
out adequate  cause. 

Put  an  end  at  once  to  your  scrambling  system  of 
harbors  and  internal  improvements,  which  takes 
millions  out  of  your  Treasury,  in  most  cases  to  be 
literally  thrown  into  the  sea.  This  we  have  a  right 
to  expect  fiom  General  Harrison,  who,  in  one  of 
his  letters,  wjien  a  candidate,  expressed  the  opinion 
that  this  was  a  matter  which  should  be  left  with  the 
States— the  time  having  gone  by  when  the  Federal 
Government  could  advantageously  carry  it  on. 

Cease  building  your  marble  palaces  for  idle 


show,  when  plain  structures  will  answer  every  pur- 
pose. 

Reduce  the  contingent  expenses  of  Congress  and 
the  Executive  Departments. 

Cut  down  your  overgrown  civil  list,  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 

Look  into  the  administration  of  the  military  and 
navy  departments;  your  commissaries,  contractors, 
and  the  vast  number  of  agencies  over  tbe  country; 
enough  here  may  be  saved,  by  judicious  manage- 
ment, to  terminate  the  Florida  war  without  further 
draughts  on  your  empty  coffers. 

Modify  or  repeal  your  bounties  and  drawbacks, 
which  take  hundreds  of  thousands  from  the  Trea- 
sury to  no  useful  purpose,  and  which,  in  many 
cases,  have  become  crying  abuses. 

Revise  your  pension  system;  for  it  is  connected 
with  enormous  frauds,  and  has  been  pushed  by 
Congress  far  beyond  the  limits  of  justice  and  pro- 
priety. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Rayrba]  read  us  a  wholesome  lecture  on  economy 
and  frugality;  but,  strange  to  say,  labored  hard  to 
persuade  us  into  the  notion  of  an  extra  session, 
which  would  of  itself  cost  the  country  some  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  pay  and  expenses  of 
Congress.  Tbis  is  practising  what  you  preach  with 
a  veogeaace !  To  begin  your  system  of  retrench* 
ment  by  incurring  an  unnecessary  expense  of  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  when  the  gentleman 
himself  admits  that  our  funds  are  exhausted,  and 
that  we  should  borrow  the  very  money  to  carry  it 
through.  It  may  be,  sir,  very  ercetteoJ  economy  in 
North  Carolina,  but  does  not  tquare  with  our  "ab- 
stract" notions  in  Virginia. 

Pursue,  then,  I  say,  a  vigorous  system  of  re- 
trenchment, and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Gen. 
Harrison  will  soon  save  money  enough  to  pay  all 
the  debts  of  this  Government.  Mr.  Adams  ave- 
raged about  thirteen  millions  per  annum  for  per* 
manent  and  -extraordinary  expenditures;  and  the 
great  interests  of  the  country  were  in  quite  as 
flourishing  a  condition  as  when  we  expended 
thirty  or  forty  millions.  It  is  not  so  much  the 
amount  of  appropriations,  as  the  manner  of  dis- 
bursing tbem,  that  does  good  to  the  country.  I 
found  fault  with  the  manner  as  well  as  the  amount 
under  Mr.  Van  Boren,  though  some  of  our  Whig 
friends  now  do  not  seem  to  regard  the  amount  as 
so  enormous,  and  argue  as  if  twenty  millions  per 
annum  was  not  enough.  I  repeat,  sir,  the  decla- 
ration that,  with  a  careful  administration  of  the 
civil,  naval,  and  military  departments,  and  that 
of  Indian  affairs,  such  a  retrenchment  may  be  car- 
ried our,  without  the  passage  of  a  single  law,  as 
will  enable  us  to  pass  through  the  present  year 
without  serious  difficulty  or  embarrassment. 

But,  at  the  same  time  that  the  cry  of  deficiency ! 
deficiency!  is  sounded  in  this  Hall,  and  comes  back 
to  ns  from  all  parts  of  our  widely  extended  country 
— at  the  same  time  that  the  proposition  is  pending 
in  this  wing  of  the  Capitol  to  increase  tbe  taxes  and 
burdens  of  our  constituents,  an  effort  is  strenuously 
urged  in  the  Senate  to  take  from  a  bankrupt  Trea- 
sury three  or  four  millions  of  dollars  arising  from 
tbe  sales  of  our  public  lands,  and  distribute  it 
among  the  States  to  enable  them  to  pay  their  enor- 
mous debts  at  home  and  abroad.  The  corrupting 
and  injurious  tendency  of  this  distribution  scheme, 
the  fatal  blow  it  would  inflict  on  the  independence 
of  the  States,  making  them  "pensioners  on  the 
bounty"  of  the  Federal  Government,  is  so  happily 
illustrated  in  the  speech  of  my  colieagus  that  I  shall 
say  but  little  on  the  subject.  Whatever  arguments 
might  be  used  in  favor  of  distribution  with  abun- 
dant resources,  surely  no  man  can,  in  the  present 
state  of  our  finances,  for  a  moment  entertain  such 
a  thought,  unless,  through  its  instrumentality,  he 
seeks  to  inflict  on  ns  a  high  protective  tariff.  Tney 
are  parts  of  the  same  policy:  the  adoption  of  one, 
as  a  necessary  consequence,  leads  to  the  other.  A 
loan  is  intended  as  the  basis  of  a  national  bank) 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  as 
the  entering  wedge  for  the  assumption  of  Slate 
debts;  and  a  high  tariff  as  providing  the  means  of 
payment.  They  all  go  hand  in  hand  together;  they 
are  links  in  the  same  chain  of  consolidation,  and, 
if  not  broken,  will  bury  the  sovereigntyof  the  States 
under  the  ruins  of  our  Democratic  institutions. 


The  question  of  distribution  at  this  liime  k  a  very 
different  one  from  former  propositions  of  this  on* 
racter.  Now  it  is  proposed  to  take  nearly  om 
quarter  of  the  whole  revenue  of  the  United  Stales 
and  give  it  to  tbe  several  States,  when  that  revenes 
is  admitted  on  all  hands,  especially  by  thoee  who 
are  in  favor  of  this  scheme,  to  be  inadequate  to  owx 
wants.  Whereas,  when  the  subject  was  before  on* 
der  consideration,  the  Treasury  was  burdened  with 
an  enormous  surplus,  alike  inconvenient  to  the  Go- 
vernment and  dangerous  to  the  well  being  of  the 
country.  Many,  therefore,  who  approved  it  when 
we  had  a  "vicious  surplus,**  may  now,  without  in- 
consistency, oppose  it  with  a  barren  Treasury. 

Conscious  of  the  absurdity  oi  SJistribunjae;  a 
deficiency,"  (as^ny  colleague,  Mr.  Wrss,  proper!* 
terms  it,)  and  of  the  fatal  objection  to  the  propo- 
sition to  be  drawn  from  a  deficiency  in  the  Trea- 
sury, the  advocates  of  the  policy  gravely  mainiatsi 
that  it  is  an  assumption  of  power  on  onr  part  to 
use  this  money  for  the  ordinary  purposes  ot  Go- 
vernment; and  rely  on  the  deeds  of  cession  to  the 
United  States  in  proof  of  their  position.  But  there 
is  no  expression  to  be  found  in  any  of  these  in- 
struments which  warrants  thi«  construction;  and 
certain  I  am,  no  man  can  be  hardy  enough  to 
maintain  that  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  await 
and  intent  of  the  deeds,  and  that  the  parties  thereto 
contemplated  at  the  time  any  such  purpose.  Bat 
this  argument  has  been  blown  to  the  winds;  it  is 
utterly  indeiensible.  At  to  the  constitutional 
power,  I  have  but  a  single  observation  to  amain: 
Can  this  Government  derive  power  from  any  other 
source  than  the  Constitution?  Can  a  Bepubiicaa 
of  the  State  Rights  school  look  for  power  for  the 
Federal  Government  in  any  other  quarter  without 
destroying  the  fundamental  article  of  his  creed!  la 
the  conclusion  of  his  eloquent  address,  the  gentle* 
man  from  North  Carolina  [air.  Rat***]  endorsed 
his  old  creed  of  nullification.  Sir,  I  am  giad  to 
hear  him  claim  still  to  be  a  nullifier;  for,  if  Ike 
doctrines  of  his  speech  be  carried  oat  by  the  in- 
coming Administration,  it  will  not  be  loeg,  ia  my 
humble  judgment,  before  he  will  again  have  to  re- 
sort to  "nullification  as  tbe  rightful  remedy.*  1 
listened  to  his  speech  with  much  attention— it  una 
a  handsome  affair— but  I  must  say,  it  was  the  beat 
tariff  speech  that  has  been  made  during  the  whole 
debate. 

But  I  have  another  objection  to  the  distribution 
scheme  of  still  greater  force,  representine;,  as  I  do, 
the  most  important  naval  station  ia  the  United 
States.    I  believe  a  more  fatal  blow  to  the  aery 
could  not  be  given  than  to  adopt  this  pohey.   Oace 
begin  the  system,  aad  you  will  find  every  effect 
here  in  vain  to  obtain  an  appropriation  for  this 
branch  of  your  service  adequate  to  its  wants  and 
the  exigencies  of  tbe  country.    In  the 
that  will  follow,  how  few  will  be  found  to  fa 
the  interests  of  the  navy!     Think  you  a 
owing  some  twenty  or  forty  millions  of  foreign} 
debt  will  give  up  its  share  of  public  pleader  to 
strengthen  this  right  arm  of  our  defence,  mod,  in 
lieu  thereof,  consent   to  tax   its  citizens  to   the 
amount   so   released?     No   man  now  rises    f* 
make    a   speech   in    Congress  who    does   not, 
before  be   sits   down,   entertain  us  with  paid* 
otic  bursts  of  eloquence  about  the  navy.    We  have 
metaphors  without  bounds,  and  similes  without 
number;  well  turned  sentences  and  rounded  pe- 
riods, with  eulogistic  harangues  oa  our  gallant  tars 
— real  Four tb-of -Jury  orations.    Weil,  sir,  this  is 
all  well  enough;  it  is  an  evidence  of  the  treat  fa- 
vor in  which  the  navy  is  held  by  the  people,  wfaem 
politicians  are  lavish  in  expressions  of  ihenrarmeh- 
to  its  interests,  and  of  admiration  for  the  heroic 
achievements  of  its  sons.    Daily  is  it  rung  in  omr 
ears  that  the  navy  is  neglected;  that,  compared 
with  that  of  France,  England,  Russia,  even  wftot 
Turkey  and  Etypt,  it  is  contemptible  as  to  numeri- 
cal force;  and  that,- should  war  ensue  with  England, 
our  commerce  must  be  swept  from  the  ocean.    All 
this,  sir,  is,  alas  1  too  true,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  [Mr.  Cbart]  and  myself,  some  two  years 
ago,  in  this  very  ball,  fully  pointed  out,  ia  our  at- 
tack on  the  Board  of  Commissioners.    Oar  fortmV 
cations  are  also  declared  to  be  in  a  conditio*  of 
utter  worthlessness  for  defending  our  cities  aad 
coasts;  few  of  them  ©oaptetod,  add  aotoae  wish 
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an  effective  armament.  Every  lyro  in  naval  or 
military  affairs  talks  about  steam  ships,  steam  bat- 
teries, La  Paixhan  guns,  (sixty  pounders,)  and  shell 
shot;  and  one  not  used  to  the  gasconading  style  of 
debate  here  wo  a  Id  sometimes  think  Washington 
city  wac  invaded,  and  that  a  foreign  steamer  was 
pitying  bombs  on  the  Capitol  itself. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  mast  be  confessed  that  these 
great  interests  have  been  most  shamefully  neglected. 
We  have  had,  heretofore,  the  meaos  to  carry  on  ar 
proper  system  of  national  defence;  and  Congress* 
with  a  few  exceptions,  has  made  liberal  provision. 
Those  entrusted  with  the  superintendence  of  the 
military  departments  have  been  wanting  in  know- 
ledge or  disposition  to  make  them  efficient.    Look, 
for  instance,  at  the  enormous  sum  appropriated  by 
feoagress  for  this  purpose,  which  has  been  returned 
to  the  surplus  fund  in  the  Treasury,  because  those 
entrusted  with  its  management  would  not  do  their 
duty.    But  adopt  your  distribution  scheme,  with  an 
empty  Treasury,  and  you  mar  have  the  wilt  to 
build  up  your  navy  and  to  perfect  your  fortifica- 
tions, but,  sir,  you  will  lack  an  important  ingredient 
—the  means— unless  you  incur  a  great  national 
debt,  like  England,  to  scourge  our  people,  and  grind 
the  laboring  man  to  the  dust.    Pass  the  distribution 
law,  .and  one  of  two  things  yon  must  do,  if-  you 
desire  to  keep  the  navy  even  on  its  present  footing, 
and  all  admit  the  imperious  necessity  for  enlarging 
it;  you  must  incur  a  debt,  or  create  an  enormous 
tariff;  and  from  the  day  that  the  destiny  of  the  navy 
is  connected  with  either  of  these  measures  may  be 
dated  its   impending  destruction.    Our  relations 
with  England  are  of  a  threatening  character.    No 
man  can  predict  when  the  war  trumpet  of  this 
great  powet  may  not  be  sounded  on  our  coast;  and 
yet,  in  the  face  of  this  serious  danger,  with  an 
empty  Treasury,  a  disordered  currency,  a  crippled 
navy,  unfinished  fortifications,  without  foundries 
for  cannon,  without  materials  of  war  and  for  ship?, 
fbr  gentlemen  to  rise  in  their  places  and  propose  to 
rob  the  Treasury  of  millions,  to  be  scattered  among 
m  the  States,  seems  to  me  utterly  irreconcilable  with 
the  dictates  of  common  sense,  and  the  jost  de- 
mands of  the  country   Bat  what  do  we  see?  Why, 
my  colleague  the  other  day  had  given  his  views  on 
these  great  measures,  bad  simply  avowed  his  opi- 
nions, when  two  gentlemen  rose  and  expressed 
their  suspicions  that  be  was  about  to  qoK  the  Whig 
party.    Sir,  things  have  come  to  a  pretty  pass  if  we 
are  to  be  proscribed  or  suspected  for  advocating 
w    opinions  that  for  years  we  have  openly  entertained. 
Mr.  Jkwifer  here  made  an  explanation  to  the 
effect  that  he  had  »aid  nothing  about  Mr.  Wise  be- 
ing abont  to  desert  his  party. 

Mr,  Wise  asked  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  had  any  distrust  of  him. 

Mr.  Jenifer  made  some  reply  which  could  not 
be  heard. 

Mr.  Wise.  Well,  then,  I  suppose  the  gentle- 
men takes  it  for  granted  that  the  party  will  go  with 
Mm;  when,  at  the  same  time,  who  knows  what  the 
measures'  of  General  Harrison  will  be?  Were 
there  not  some  gentlemen  making  principles  for 
General  Harrison  before  he  came  into  power? 
But  when  it  was  not  known  what  the  principles  of 
the  coming  Administration  would  be,  how  oould  it 
be  said  that  he  was  about  to  desert  his  party?  '  He 
(Mr.  W.)  did  not  take  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land as  the  Administration. 

After  some  further  explanations  telween  himself 
and  Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Wise  observed  that,  had  it  not  teen  for 
other  gentlemen  expressing  their  views,  wbaw  they 
won  Id  do,  Ac.  he  would  never  have  said  a  word. 
Bat,  as  every  member  on  the  floor  who  had  pre- 
viously spoken  had  given  his  views  in  relation  to 
the  coming  Administration,  he  thought  it  was  as 
fair  for  one  as  for  another.  And  as  others  had  ad- 
ministered their  little  nostra ms'for  the  cure  of  the 
disease,  he,  although  not  a  regular  physician, 
thought  he  would  do  so  too. 

Mr.  Mallorv  then  resumed  his  remarks,  and 
observed  that,  at  the  very  outset,  before  be  had 
spoken  a  moment,  he  had  been  taunted  by  the  gen- " 
tleman  from  Maryland  with  not  being  one  of  the 
party.  1  repeat,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.)  that  the  ho- 
norable member  from  Maryland  shall  not  un- 
church me.  I  worked  as  hard  in  the  late  canvass 
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as  he  did;  and  I  come  here  to  sustain  the  Adminis- 
tration of  General  Harrison  in  all  good  faith,  and 
will  do  so  as  long  as  he  acts  en  the  principles 
which  brought  him  into  power.  The  gentleman, 
tor,  from  the  city  of  New  York,  [Mr.  MoHaoe,] 
who  entertained  the  committee  a  few  days  since 
with  a  disquisition  on  common  schools,  bad  twitted 
us  with  our  abstractions— "Virgioia  abstractions'1 
was  the  burden  of  his  song.  Sir,  I  will  tell  those  gen- 
tlemen that  Old  Virginia  cannot  boast  of  as  many 
common  schools  as  New  York;  but  she  ha»,  per- 
haps, as  much  common  sense.  Had  the  gentle  * 
men  witnessed  the  exhibition  in  this  hall-  a  few 
mornings  since,  of  certain  pupils  fiom  the  State  in* 
stitution  at  Lexington,  they  would  have  perceived 
thtft  our  people  were  not  altogether  ignorant  of  the 
science  of  signs.  Sir,  we  understand  the  signs 
given  out  by  others,  and  it  is  on  the  faith  of  these 
signs,  as  well  as  words  that  we  are  acting.  I  have 
said  that  we  have  common  sense,  if  we  do  not 
abound  in  common  schools,  though  of  these  we 
have  a  few,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  they  are  fast 
increasing.  Perhaps  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Monroe] 
has  never  hear  of  a  common  school  case  that  oc- 
curred in  the  common  school  Sate  of  New  York, 
where  his  common  school  people,  in  the  plentitude 
of  their  practical  wisdom  and  bard  sense,  were' 
guilty  of  an  *  abstraction"  that  far  surpasses  any 
hair-splitting  ever  done  in  the  Old  Dominion. 
The  case  was  this:  a  bridge  connected  with  a  rail- 
road line  leading  to  the  great  city  of  the  Empire 
Sta'e,  in  consequence  of  some  error  in  the  architec- 
tural skill  of  these  common  school  gentry,  gave 
way  with  a  tremendous  crash,  and  the  connection 
between  the  ends  of  the  railroad  was  kept  up  after- 
wards by  a  steamboat.  <  These  common  school 
gentlemen,  however,  with  their  usual  industry,  set 
themselves  to  work  to  repair  the  bridge,  and  in  a 
few  weeks  thing*  were  all  straight  again.  The 
steamer,  being  no  longer  required,  was  ordered 
round  home ;  but,-  in  attempting  to  pass  down  the 
river,  it  was  discovered  that  she  could  not  get  un- 
der the  bridge,  it  never  having  before  occurred  to 
the  managers  that  they  c  uid  all  the  time  have  run 
the  boat  as  well  below  the  bridge  as  above  it,  or 
entered  into  their  '  calculations  to  compare  the 
height  of  the  boat  with  tbe  space  under  the  bridge. 
The  steamer  was  finally  sold  for  a  mere  song;  and, 
before  she  was  released  from  confinement,  was 
stripped  to  her  naked  timber.  [A  member  at  the 
Reporter's  elbow  suggested  that  it  was  similar  to 
the  mason  who  built  bis  teg  in  a  chimney.] 

But  the  member  from  New  York  was  net  the 
only  one  who  had  talked  of  our  "abstractions." 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Rather] 
did  not  spare  us  Mr.  Chairman,  when  an  indivi- 
dual here  from  the  South  joins  in  this  hue  and  cry 
about  Virginia  principled; — abstractions,  as  they 
are  pleased  to  call  them — I  always  set  it  down  as 
a  sure  sign  that  be  has  turned  Federalist.  Now, 
sir,  if  to  oppose  a  high  tariff,  internal  improve- 
ments, a  splendid  and  extravagant  Government, 
and  all  in  connection  with  th's  beggarly  distribu- 
tion, is  an  abstraction,  then,  for  one,  I  glory  in  be- 
ing a  Virginia  abstractionist.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber, too,  indulged  in  some  invidious  comparisons 
between  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  and  spoke 
of  our  "former  glory,"  and  our  present  "shame" 
I  have  not,  sir,  a  single  term  of  reproach,  not  an 
Ufa  kind  word,  or  a  harsh  epithet,  to  apply  towards 
his  State.-  Between  his  constituents  and  mine  the 
best  feelings  and  relations  exist.  We  live  side  by 
side,  add  we  trade  together.  We  are  almost  one 
and  die  same  people,  divided  only  by  an  artificial 
line  of  latitude,  nature  having  placed  no  harrier  be- 
tween us.  1  gloried,  moreover,  in  the  gallant  stand 
which  his  State  assumed  in  the  late  contest,  and 
rejoiced  as  much  at  her  victory  as  I  mourned  over 
our  own  defeat.  But  if  that  victory  is  to  be  used 
against  the  Republican  cause,  then,  Mr.  Chair 
man,  give  me  my  good  old  mother,  with  all  her 
"abstractions/  her  constitutional  prudery,  if  you 
please,  even  in  the  decline  of  her  greatness  and  re- 
nown. Give  me,  I  say,  the  Old  Dominion  in  pre- 
ference to  blushing  North  Carolina,  in  the  act  of 
prostituting  herself  to  tbe  genius  of  Federal  consoli- 
dation. 

The  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina, 
IMr.  Thompson,]  in  the  course  of  his  eloquent  re- 


marks the  other  day — for  that  gentleman  is  always 
eloquent— talked  somewhat  about  certain  "star- 
gazing politicians""  "butting  their  heads  against 
the  lamp  posts."  But  let  me  tell  the  gentleman 
there  are  more  sorts  of  star  gazing  than  one.  In 
admiring  the  horizon,  illuminated  by  the  brilliant 
rays  of  the  rising  sun  of  Power,  it  would  be  as  well 
occasionally  to  view  the  quarter  whence  comes  the 
storm.  In  our  eagerness  to  relieve  the  President 
elect  from  all  embarrassment,  we  should  not  forget 
the  interests  of  those  who  sent  us  here.  We 
should  lock,  sir,  to  the  humble  cabin  as  well  as  to 
the  palace.  These  movements  will  produce  gieat 
excitement  in  the  South.  There  is  a  storm  ahead; 
and  when  it  bursts  upon  us,  it  will  sweep  from  the 
ocean  many  a  gallant  bark  that  now  sails  proudly 
before  the  breeze. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  those  who  entertain  and 
have  expressed  opinions  opposite  to  those  of  my 
colleague  and  myself,  are  to  succeed  in  putting  the 
ship  of  State  on  the  Federal  tack,  I  shall  never  re  - 
gret  the  course  I  pursued  in  supporting  Gen.  Har- 
rison. If  I  am  deceived  as  to  the  principles  on 
which  he  will  administer  the  Government,  his  elec- 
tion, if  it  accomplishes  nothing  else,  will  have  the 
effect  of  breaking,  down  party  trammels  in  tbe 
South,  and  henceforward  we  shall  meet,  not  on 
men  alone,  but  on  the  gronnd  of  principle.  In  the 
late  content,  men  of  all  creeds  united  together  to 
accomplish  a  common  object.  Laying  aside  our 
peculiar  notions,  we  united  in  one  mighty  struggle 
to  rescue  tbe  Constitution  from  the  Administration 
which  we  thought  endangered  its  safety,  and 
threatened  not  only  the  institutions,  but  tbe  liber- 
ties of  the  country.  We  succeeded,  and  I  am  wil- 
ling still  to  act  together  until  the  great  work  of  re- 
form is  perfected.  But,  while  such  is  my  desire, 
I  cannot  remain  unconcerned  when  the  impression 
is  sought  to  be  made,  that  my  opinions  will  be  in 
conflict  with  General  Harrison's  measures.  I 
draw  my  conclusions  from  his  letters  and  speeches, 
which  I  am  prepared  to  show  do  not  differ  from  the 
principles  avowed  by  my  colleague  and  myself. 

If  the  question  again  comes  up,  whether  State 
rights  or  Federal  doctrines  are  to  shape  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  Government,  I  am  prepared  for  the 
contest.  Let  the  line  be  drawn  as  soon  as  gentle- 
men please.  Doff  our  name  and  uniform,  and  take 
the  field  under  your  own  banners.  Unmask  your 
batteries,  and  we  fear  not  the  result.  Sir,  I  believe 
not  those  who  tell  ns  that,  in  this  contest,  "our 
Republican  General  Harrison"  will  be  against  the 
Republican  party,  and  will  lead  on  our  foes.  It 
cannot  be  true — it  is  not  true. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  thus  expressing  my  opinions, 
I  am  actuated  by  no  factious  motives,  and  certain- 
ly by  no  wish  to  embarrass  the  next  Admin  is  tra-  * 
tion,  or  produce  discord  among  our  friends.  As  a 
citizen  of  this  Republic,  and  as  a  representative  of 
the  people,  I  have  a  right  to  speak  freely  of  public 
men  and  their  measures;  and,  come  what  may, 
while  I  have  a  seat  in  this  Hall,  I  shall  continue  to 
exercise  this  privilege  on-  all  proper  occasions. 
Conscious  that,  in  whatha3  been  said,  I  have  en- 
deavored to  discharge  my  duty,  I  rely  for  support, 
not  on  the  approving  smile  of  any  man  or  set  of 
men  here,  but  on  tbe  good  sense,- the  justice,  and 
liberality  of  my  constituents  at  home. 

DEBATE  ON  THE  TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  RAYNER, 

OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 
In  the  Howe  of  Repreuntatwu,  February  5, 1841 — 

On  the  bill    providing  for  an  issue  of  Treasury 

Notes. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes 
to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars  being  un- 
der consideration,  and  Mr.  BamjaRd  of  New  York 
having  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill,  giving  notice  that,  if  tbe  motion  pre- 
vailed, and  a  report  to  that  effect  should  be  made  to 
the  House,  he  would  then  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  making  provision  for  the 
wants  of  the  Treasury  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  with  instructions— 

PvsL  To  bring  in  ft  bill  authorising  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  borrow  ten  milions  of  dollara  on  the  credit  of  the 
Government,  and  to  issue  bonds  or  scrip  therefor. 

Second.    To  bring  in  a  bill  imposing  duties  for  additional 
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revenue  on  wines,  aillu,  linens,  spices,  and  other  article*,  be- 
ing.luxuries,  imported  into  the  United  States;  but  in  each 
manner  as  not  to  conflict  with  the  principles,  poller,  and  spi- 
rit of  tho  act  of  March,  1833,  commonly  called  "the  Compro- 
mise Act"— 

Mr.  RAYNER,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  as 
follows:  ■ 

He  said  he  should  vole  against  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  now,  as  he  did  at  the  list  session; 
but  that  he  was  willing  to  vote  for  a  loan,  and  for 
additional  duties  on  articles  of  luxury,  as  contem- 
plated by  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York.  Setting  aside  the  disputed  question  at 
to*  the  constitutional  poaer  of  Congress  to  issue 
Treasury  note?,  about  which  (said  Mr.  R.)  I  shall 
venture  no  opinion  now,  yet  I  oppose  the  measure 
on  grounds  of  inexpediency.  I  believe  that  a  crisis 
has  anived  in  our  financial  affairs  which  requires 
a  remodelling  of  the  system  which  must  soon  be 
met,  and  that  this  issue  of  Treasury  notes  is  calcu- 
lated to  put  off  to  a  future  day  that  which  requires 
immediate  attention.  I  look  upon  it  as  deceptive 
io  its  character,  and  calculated  to  conceal  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  country  the  embarrassed  and 
ruinous  condition  of  the  National  Treasury.  It  is 
also  calculated  to  screen  from  a  just  responsibility 
the  condemned  authors  of  that  system  of  misrule 
which  has  bankrupted  the  Treasury,  and  well  nigh 
dishonored  the  nation.  For  whilst  it,  in  fact,  en- 
tails upon  the  Government  a  debt— a  national 
debt,  in  every  sense  of  the  won) — yet  so  much 
magic  is  there  in  a  name,  that  those  who  have 
for  years  been  resorting  to  this  system  have  as 
uniformly  denied  that  they  have  imposed  upon 
the  country  a  national  debt;  but  insisted  that  they 
were  only  using  temporarily  the  credit  of  the  Go- 
vernmsn'. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  right  that  there  should  no  longer  be 
practised  any  deception  on  this  subject  It  is  right 
ib at  the  true  situation  of  the  Treasury  should  be 
made  known  to  the  country.  It  is  right  that  the 
authors  of  the  financial  embarrassments  under 
which  we  are  now  suffering  should  be  held  to  a 
strict  accountability.  Let  them,  in  the  few  days  of 
power  which  they  have  left,  confess  that  the  Trea- 
sury is  empty ,  that  the  country  is  in  debt,  that  funds 
are  necessary  to  save  the  honor  and  credit  of  the 
nation,  and  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  a  loan;  I 
will  vote  for  it,  although  it  shall  be  with  a  proUs- 
tando  against  the  wasteful  extravagance  which  has  t 
rendered  it  necessary.  Sir,  if  the  Government  is 
in  debt,  without  the  means  of  paying,  the  people 
should  know  it;  they  should  also  know  the  amount 
of  that  debt,  under  whose  management  it  has  been 
incurred,  and  the  manner  and  terms  on  which  it  is 
to  be  paid. 

The  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  as  I  have  before 
said,  is  only  putting  off  the  day  of  settlement, 
and  throwing  it  on  those  who,  while  they  have 
.foretold  and  protested  against  the  present  evils, 
will  yet  be  cbarg'd,when  the  day  of  reckoning 
comes,  wi:h  having  incurred  the  debt,  for  the 
payment  of  which  they  are  now  making  provi- 
sion .     . 

If  Treasury  notes  be  constitutional— about 
which,  as  I  said  before,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
express  an  opinion — yet  I  do  not  consider  this  to 
be  an  occasion  when  it  is  proper  to  resort  to  them. 
It  may  be,  that  in  cases  of  emergency  which  can- 
not be  foreseen  or  provided  for— as  war,  or  a  sud- 
den revulsion  in  the  trade  and  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try—the issue  of  Treasury  notes  might  not  only  be 
expedient,  but  absolutely  necessary;  when  the  Inte- 
rest, the  honor,  and  the  plighted  faith  of  the  country 
were  in  danger  of  being  compromised.  Sudden 
and  unexpected  difficulties  not  only  require,  but 
justify  extreme  and  unusual  remedies.  But  such  is 
not  the  cate  at  the  present  time.  The  horrors  of 
war  have  not  suddenly  burst  upon  u?,  and  the  dilr 
Acuities  which  beset  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
country,  so  far  from  being  sudden  and  unexpected, 
have  been  gradual  in  their  approach,  long  seen,  and 
long  felt.  Then,  not  being  suddenly  called  upon  to 
provide  against  some  unforeseen  disaster,  I  insist 
upon  it  that  we  should  tike  time  to  view  the  whole 
field  of  difficulty,  throw  the  responsibility  where  it 
properly  belongs,  and  resort  to  such  means  as 
shall  be  consistent  with  the  obligations  we  owe  to 
the  country,  and  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  <mr#e/t>«. 
J  spiak  as  a  member  of  the  Whig  party— as  a 


member  of  that  party  which  long  foresaw  and  long 
fore  warn  ad  the  country  agai  ist  the  measures 
which  have  reduced  as  to  this  ruinous  and  almost 
degraded  condition.  Sir,  I  do  not  choose  to  be 
driven,  by  this  cry  of  the  "immediate  wants"  of 
the  Government,  about  which  we  have  heard  so 
much,  to  the  commission  of  an  aot  which  I  not  only 
believe  to  be  inexpedient  and  uawise  at  the  present 
time,  but  which,  while  it  is  calculated  to  relieve 
the  guilty  from  responsibility,  will  throw  the  odium 
of  their  misdeeds  upon  those  who  are  to  succeed 
them. 

As  to  the  indebtedness  of  the  Government,  with- 
out the  means  of  making  payment,  there  is  no 
difference  of  opinion  here.  That  more  money  will 
be  required  than  can  be  supplied  by  the  accruing 
revenue  for  the  present  year,  must  be  admitted  on 
all  hands.  As  to  the  deficit  which  exists,  and  the 
amount  which  will  be  required  for  the  present 
wants  and  future  demands  daring  the  year,  is  a 
point  of  controversy.  I  shall  attempt  to  show,  be- 
fore I  conclude,  that  it  is  much  larger  than  can  he 
gathered  from  the  obscure  and  cunningly  devised 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  ques- 
tion is,  how  is  the  requisite  sum  to  be  raised?  Af- 
ter a  great  and  unexampled  victory,  the  Whig 
party  is  about  to  come  into  power,  cod  they  find 
the  Government  crippled  in  its  resources,  and  bent 
down  by  years  of  pressure.  We  now  have  to  ap- 
ply the  remedy.  We  now  have  to  raise  the  means 
of  enabling  the  country  to  comply  with  its  obliga- 
tions, to  repair  its  shattered  defences,  and  to  save 
the  national  honor.  I  am  willing  to  do  this,  but  I 
cannot  consent  that  a  disenmntea  enemy  shall  dic- 
tate the  way  in  which  it  is  to  be  done;  still  leas  am 
I  willing  to  aid  in  screening  that  enemy  from  public 
indignation  by  assuming  the  responsibility  which 
should  rest  on  him.  And  if  we  have  nothing  to 
hope  from  an  obstinate  and  perverse  majority  here— 
if  this  measure  is  to  be  presented  to  us  as  the  «itl- 
motujn,  as  the  only  relief  which  they  will  consent  to 
give,  I,  for  one,  am  for  "biding  my  time,"  and  am 
willing  to  wait  till  those  who  truly  represent  the 
interests  and  wishes  of  the  people  shall  have  assem- 
bled here. 

I  have  stated  that  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  a 
loan,  and  feeling  assured,  as  I  do,  that  five  mil- 
lions will  not  be  more  than  half  sufficient  to  meet 
the  deficit  for  the  present  year,  I  am  willing  to  vote 
for  the  ten  millions  contemplated  by  the  resolution 
•of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  I  prefer  a  loan, 
because  it  will  reveal  to  the  country  the  actual 
condition  of  the  Treasury,  and  I  prefer  that  it 
should  be  authorised  by  the  same  men  whose 
measures  have  forced  us  to  this  alternative. 
Those  who  have  contracted  the  debt,  and  squan- 
dered the  means  of  carrying  on  the  Government, 
should  take  the  responsibility  of  making  provi- 
sion for  both.  Paying  a  debt  is  not  incurring 
a  debt.  It  may  be,  and  it  will  be,  that  the  Admi- 
nistration to  succeed  the  one  now  in  power  will 
be  compelled  to  provide  the  means  of  ptying 
the  debt  already  incurred,  and  of  meeting  the 
deficit  growing  out  of  the  shock  given  to  trade 
and  commerce  by  the  destructive  policy  of  the 
present  party  in  power.  And  I  wish  now,  in  ad- 
vance, to  call  the  attention  of  this  House  and  of 
the  country  to  the  fact  that  any  measure  of  relief 
hereafter  to  be  resorted  to  by  the  coming  Adminis- 
tration will  be  the  inevitable  result  of  the  policy  of 
the  present  Administration.  If  the  country  is  in 
debt;  that  debt  must  be  paid;  if  there  ua  deficiency 
in  the  revenue  for  the  present  year,  that  deficiency 
must  be  provided  for;  and  if,  in  applying  the 
meaos  for  either,  the  country*  is  pressed,  let  not 
those  be  blamed  who  make  the  provision,  but  those 
who  forced  it  upon  them.  Sir,  I  make  these  re- 
marks because  it  is  very  apparent,  from  the  tone 
of  the  debate  on  the  other  side,  as  well  as  of  the 
presses  in  their  support,  that  this  is  to  be  the  basis 
of  an  Organized  opposition  against  General  Har- 
rison's admin istiation.  And  now  I  charge  in  an- 
ticipation, and  I  call  upon  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  to  note  what  I  say,  you  have  squandered  the 
public  treasure;  you  have  crippled  the  resources  of 
the  country  by  your  war  upon  commerce  and 
credit;  you  are  about  to  go  out  of  power,  after  hav- 
ing plunged  the  country  in  debt,  and  deprived  it  of 
the  means  of  meeting  its  necessary  expenditures; 


and  upon  your  heads,  and  yours  alone,  let  the  re- 
sponsibility rest.  And  in  providing  the  means,  as 
we  shall  hereafter  be  compelled  to  do,  to  pay  for 
your  extravagance,  and  to  supply  the  deficiency 
caused  by  your  warfare  upon  commerce,  let  it  sot 
be  said,  for  in  truth  it  cannot,  that  we  hive  im- 
posed upon  the  country  a  national  debt. 

If  the  interest- of  the  country,  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view,  is  to  be  consulted,  a  loan  most  be 
preferable  to  Treasury  notes.  Treasury  notes,  with 
four  and  a  half  millions  now  outstanding,  and 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  are  now,  I 
learn,  from  one-half  to  three-fourths  per  cent,  be- 
low specie  par.  These  Treasury  notes  are  reisewa- 
ble,  let  it  be  recollected,  uatil  the  31st  March,  of 
the  present  year.  Authorize  the  issue  of  five  mil- 
lions more,  or  ten  millions,  as  contemplated  by  the 
ameodajaxu  of  the.  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
WivkJ  and  as  you  thus  increase  their  amount,  job 
lessen  their  value.  It  may  be  said,  these  Treasury 
notes  are  paid  out  to  the  public  creditor  at  pax,  and 
received  from  the  pubffc  debtor  at  par.  But,  air, 
is  it  right,  with  all  your  professions  about  a  speck 
currency,  and  all  your  denunciations  of  paper,  to 
receive  the  public  dues  in  a  medium  leas  valuable 
than  specie,  whilst,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Sub-Treasury  law,  yon  are  compelled  to  collect 
one-half  of  the  revenue  in  gold  and  silver  after 
the  4th  July  next?  And  is  it  right  to  compel  ihe 
public  creditor— or  leave  him  no  other  alternative, 
which  is  the  same  thing— to  receive  the  amount 
due  him  in  a  medium  less  valuable  than  apeeip, 
after  all  the  clamor  we  have  heard  about  the  im- 
positions of  banks,  and  the  worthlessness  of  paper 
money?  Treasury  notes,  like  all  other  bilb  of 
ctedit,  cannot  long  maintain  their  nominal  value, 
as  has  been  proven  by  the  history  of  all  Govern- 
ments that  have  ever  resorted  to  them.  In  fact, 
they  are  a  sort  of  revolutionary  currency  at  best, 
never  resorted  to  by  Governments  except  when 
in  cttrmiti  and  when  they  have  no  other  mode  of 
supplying  their  coffers,  and  of  sustaining  their 
credit.  They  remind  me  too  strongly  of  con- 
tinental paper  money,  and  the  assignants  of 
revolutionary  France,  to  receive  my 
tion.  Owing  to  their  uncertain  and 
sting  character,  as  to  the  time  and 
of  their  issues,  capitalists  are  afraid  to  in- 
vest in  them;  and  as  a  currency,  they  are  en- 
tirely unsuited  to  the  public  convenience.  And  all 
the  patchwork  of  legislation  to  which  you  may  re- 
sort cannot  acquire  for  them  the  confidence  and 
countenance  of  the  commercial  community-  Ret 
resort  to  a  loan,  issue  your  scrip,  redeemable  an 
time,  with  a  fixed  rate  of  interest,  and  you  create  a 
stock  in  which  capitalists  will  seek  to  invest  their 
money;  and  this  stock,  so  far  from  selling  at  a  dis- 
count, will  command  a  premium.  I  onrVrnaad 
that  the  stock  issued  by  the  Government  in  1839, 
*23,  and  *34,  although  redeemable  at  pleasure,  aoM 
at  a  premium  of  two  per  cent.  If  issued  oa  time, 
it  would  be  worth  more;  but  at  two  per  cent,  the 
Government  would  save  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  a  loan  of  ten  millions.  It  yon  issue 
Treasury  notes  made  returnable  in  one  year,  jroa 
are  only  postponing  the  evil,  which  will  he  Mfpa- 
vated  when  the  time  of  presentation  arrives,  For, 
as  I  shall  attempt  to  show,  the  deficit  in  the  Trea- 
sury is  not  a  temporary  oae,  but  a  permanent  one 
which  cannot  be  sopplied  unless  therm  ports  should 
be  increased  beyond  any  reasonable  calculation,  or 
the  duties  on  those  imports,  or  a  portion  of  them, 
should  be  raised.  So  that,  at  the  time  these  Trea- 
sury notes  shall  return,  the  Treasury  will  need  all 
its  available  means  in  order  to  meet  the  necessary 
and  current  demands  of  the  Government. 

That  there  is  a  deficit  all  agree.  Hie  question 
is,  how  large  is  it  likely  to  be  daring  the  present 
year?  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  he  mere  than 
ten  millions;  it  certainly  will  if  Congress  passes 
the  appropriations  that  are  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  country.  It  is  true,  we  can  make  the  expendi- 
tures any  amount  we  please,  no  matter  how  small, 
if  we  are  disposed  to  disband  the  army,  to  lay  ap 
the  nary,  desert  our  fortification*,  suspend  oar 
foreign  intercourse,  Ac.  In  reading  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  was  atrack  win 
the  timf-jerring  and  disgraceful  proposftioa  at 
has  made,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  a  balance 
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in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year.    He  says: 

"BatthtpreterraUonofft  suitable  balance  in  th«  Treasury 
my  rjquir*  more  than  what  will  probably  be  left  after  satiety, 
hf  otatr  purposes.  The  raising  of  any  sum  for  that  object  in 
1811,  could,  bowerer,  be  obriated  by  authorising  a  contract  to 
be  made,  under  proper  restrictions,  extending  the  period  of 
payment  for  a  portion  of  the  temporary  liabilities  falling  doe 
in  that  /ear.  Yet,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  the  best 
mode  of  providing  for  this  case  would  be.  without  either  an  ex- 
tension of  this  kind,  or  a  loan,  or  a  further  issue  of  Treasury 
notes,  era  change  in  the  tariff;  but  merely  by  lessening  the  ap  < 
propmtions  for  the  service  of  1811  below  the  estimates,  or  by 
-    "  |  such  declaratory  clauses  as  to  the  present  tariff;  and 


such  acts  as  to  the  public  lands,  as  have  heretofore  been  urged 
on  the  consideration  oi  Congress." 

Now,  here  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  an 
officer  whose  especial  duty  it  is  to  submit  an  esti- 
mate of  all  the  expenditures  necessary  for  the  Go- 
vernment, proposing,  in  one.  sweeping  cUrase,  to 
lessen  the  appropriations  below  the  estimate*,  with- 
out specify  iog  any  items  of  expenditnre  which  he 
would  conld  down,  without  considering  the  abso- 
lute wants  and  sufferings  of  the  country,  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  show  of  economy,  now 
vpoa  his  retirement  from  office,  and  of  withdrawing 
attention  from  that  profligacy  and  extravagance 
that  have  bankrupted  the  Government.    And  this 
is  the  same  Levi  Woodbury  under  whose  adminis- 
tration of  the  finances  139,000,000  per  annum  have 
-  bees  expended,  withont  e  murmur  against  extrava- 
gance escaping  him.    No,  sir,  I  hope  no  such  illi- 
beral, narrow-minded  policy  is  to  be  pursued  here. 
As  statesmen  entrusted  with  the  interests  of  the 
eouatry,  it  is  our  bounden  doty  to  see  that  its  honor 
and  character  shall  be  preserved,  and  all  its  main 
branches  of  defence  shall  be  sustained;  and  if  there 
it  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  growing  out  of  * 
long  period  of  misrule,  we  must  resort  to  other 
means— to  the  credit  of  the  Government;  relying 
upon  he  future  for  the  return  of  prosperity,  and  * 
replen  shed  Treasury. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  estimates  the  ex 
pendit  res  for  the  year  1841  as  follows,  via:  * 
Civil,  *iplomatie,and  miscellaneous,  #3,450.740  IS 
Miliiady      ....    7,735  440  94 
Naval'         ....    5,445,339  21 
Bes^d  es  these,  certain  permanent  ap- 
§     propriations  under  existing  laws 

will  become  chargeable  on    the 

Treasury  during  the  next  year,  in 

sums  as  follows: 

For  ordinary  purpose!* 
Military       ....      864,000  00 

For  other  swrpsset. 
Public  debt,  including  interest  and 

first  instalment  for  tbe  District  of 

Columbia  %.  149,900  00 

Redeeming  Treasury  notes  .  .    4,500,000  00 


Amounting,  in  all,  to  .  #99,134,730  9* 

The  receipts  for  the  same  year  be  estimates  a* 

follows: 

Fromeustomi  .  #19,000,000 

From  lands    ....      3,500,000 

From  miscellaneous   .  80,000 

Expected    balance    in    the  Treasury 
available  on  l«t  January,  1841  1,580,859 

Available  from  banks  .  290,000 

Treasury  notes  yet  issuable  tinder  the 

act  of  31st  March,  1840     .  349,618 


Amounting,  in  all,  to 


#94,733,473 


Thus  leaving  a  balance  on  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1842,  of  #894,000 
Tbese  estimates  of  tbe  Secretary  have  been 
proven  to  be  entirely  illusory  and  deceptive.  The 
tables  In  his  report  have  all  been  got  op,  worked 
oat,  and  arranged  to  meet  a  conclusion  to  which; 
he  had  resolved  to  arrive — that  the  expenditures  for 
the  present  year  should  fall  wilhin  the  receipts, 
Heads  of  bureaus  have  declared  to  gentlemen  on 
this  floor  that,  in  making  their  reports,  they  were  re* 
quired  to  cut  down  their  estimates  of  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  public  service,so  as  to  make  them  square 
with  the  predetermined  estimates  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  It  is  enough  to  make  one  blush 
for  the  degradation  of  his  country,  when  he  sees  the 
minister  of  finance  so  far  forgetful  of  the  daties  cl 
his  station,  and  the  great  interests  of  the  nation,  a 
to  frame  his  report,  not  to  suit  tbe  wants  and  rxi- 
genciesof  the  country,  but  to  save  his  party  from 


the  charge  of  extravagance,  and  himself  from  that 
of  mismanagement. 

I  shall  not  attempt  a  detailed  examination  of  the 
various  items  of  income  and  expenditure  for  the 
present  year,  submitted  in  the  Sccretarj's  report; 
i  >r  their  fallacy  and  duplicity  have  been  fully  and 
ably  exposed.  Tbe  gentlemen  from  New  York, 
Maine,  and  Tennessee,  (Messrs.  Barnard,  Evans, 
and  Bell,)  have  placd  this  matter  in  so  clear  a 
point  of  view,  thst  no  one  can  misunderstand  it  who 
is  not  wilfully  ignorant.  And  the  feeble  attempts 
that  have  been  made  to  refute  their  calculations 
have  tended  to  make  the  conviction  still  stronger, 
that  they  are  founded  on  data  which  cannot  be  con- 
troverted. 

As  before  stated,  the  Secretary  estimates  the  re- 
ceipts for  the  present  year  at  #24,380,855,  includ- 
ing the  Treasury  notes  issuable  under  the  act  of 
March  31,  1840.  Of  this  he  estimates  #19,000,000 
from  customs.  Now,  sir,  is  it  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  this  amount  will  be  received  from  cus- 
toms during  the  present  year?  As  to  the  Secreta- 
ry's opinion,  what  is  that  worth?  In  his  annual 
eport  of  December,  1839,  he  estimated  the  re- 
ceipts from  customs  for  1840  at  #15,000,000,  and 
they  fell  short  #2,000,000;  and  I  learn  that  is  nearer 
than  he  ever  arrived  at  the  troth  in  any  financial 
calculation.  Is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  tbe 
Income  from  costoms  for  1841  will  b3  six  millions 
more  than  1840?  Why  should  it  be?  Gentlemen 
tay  last  year  was  one  of  great  pressure,  but  that 
trade  is  now  reviving,  and  that  the  importations  dur- 
ing the  present  year  are  likely  to  be  heavy.  It  is 
true  that,  since  the  election  of  Gen.  Harrison,  con- 
fidence has  revived,  and  business  begins  to  pros- 
per, but  yet,  in  the  efforts  cf  the  banks  to  resume 
Specie  payment?,  which  is  one  of  the  fruits  of  a 
restoration  of  confidence,  the  pressure  in  the  mo- 
ney market  must  for  a  time  continue.  It  is  only 
gradually  that  business,  when  once  depressed,  can 
regain  i»s  former  prosperous  condition.  And  if  the 
SuJkTieasury  is  executed  acco-ding  to  the  express 
provisions  of  the  law,  as  General  Harrison  is 
bound  to  see  that  it  shall  be,  and  one  half  of  »he 
public  dues  after  July  are  collected  in  actual  spe- 
cie, it  will  crea'e  an  additional  demand  for  specie 
at  the  very  time  when  the  banks  will  be  endeavor- 
ing to  strengthen  them; elves,  and  when  they  will  be 
least  able  to  spare  it.  And  my  word  for  it,  if  the 
Bub-Treasury  is  executed  according  to  the  letter  of 
the  law,  yon  will  have  another  revulsion,  the  banks 
will  again  suspend,  business  will  be  prostrated, 
confidence  destroyed,  and  the  scene;  of  1837  be 
enacted  over  asain.  The  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi [Mr.  Thompson]  spoke  of  the  large  importa- 
tions now  on  their  way  here  across  the  Atlantic, 
(he  duties  on  which  were  to  fill  the  Treasury.  Why, 
I  suppose  that  is  always  the  cas<»  about  this  season 
Of  the  year.  The  importing  merchants  have  or- 
dered out  their  spring  supplies,  and  although  your 
ports  may  be  crowded  for  a  short  time,  about  the 
latter  part  of  the  winter  or  beginning  of  spring, 
vet,  during  the  summer  months,  you  may  scarcely 
near  of  an  importation.  But  I  think  it  may  be 
safely  set  down  that  (he  importations  next  fall  will 
he  very  thin;  for  it  must  be  recollected  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  compromise  act,  tbe 
duties  on  all  articles  are  to  come  down  on  the  1st 
January  next,  in  the  proportion  of  one-half  of 
their  excess  over  twenty  per  cent.  Then,  is  it  not 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  merchants  will  with- 
hold their  importations  (ill  after  the  1st  January, 
except  in  such  small  quantities  as  will  meet  a  ready 
sale?  Mo:  t  assuredly  they  will.  Otherwise,  their 
stock  remaning  on  hand  could  be  undersold  by 
those  importing  after  the  first  of  the  year.  Owing 
to  these  circumstance*,  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
income  from  customs  for  1841  is  likely  to  exced 
that  of  1840.  But,  putting  it  at  a  medium  between 
#19,000,000,  as  estimated  by  the  Secretary,  and 
$13,000  000,  the  amount  received  in  1840,  and  we 
have  #16,000.0000,  which  is  a  liberal,  and,  as  I  be- 
lieve, an  over  estimate. 

Next  is  the  estimate  of  receipts  from  public  lands, 

which  the  Secretary  puts  down  at  43,500,000.  This 

I  am  willing  to  allow,  although  I  understand  tbe 

.    Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  has  civen 

I  it  as  his  opinion  that  it  will  not  exceed  #2,500,000. 

II  Add  to  this  "miscellaneous,"  "expected  balance 


available  on  the  1st  January  next,"  the  sum  "due 
frem  banks  which  is  likely  to  be  made  available," 
and  "additirnal  means  arising  from  Treasury  notes 
authorized  to  be  issued  under  the  act  of  March  31, 
1840,"  and  yon  have  the  whole  means  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  1841,  amounting 
to  #21,723,473. 

Let  us  now  look  at  the  probable  expenditures— 
not  with  reference  to  tbe  very  smallest  amount  with 
which  the  Government  can  possibly  get  on,  but 
with  reference  to  the  actual  wants  and  necessities, 
the  honor  and  character,  of  the  country.  I  tee 
from  House  Document  No.  965  of  the  last  session, 
the  appropriations  for  the  "civil,  miscellaneous, 
and  foreign  intercourse  for  the  year  1840*'  amount- 
ed to  #4,512,545  05;  whereas,  in  the  estimates  far 
the  year  1841,  it  is  put  down  at  #3,450,740  13. 
Why  is  this?  The  member  from  S^uth  Carolina 
[Mr.  Rbett]  insisted  that  #300,000  would  be  saved 
in  consequence  of  the  shorness  of  this  session 
compared  with  the  last.  But  then  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  insist  that  we  intend  to  have 
an  extra  session.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi [Mr.  Thompson]  said  he  could  **e  we 
were  determined  on  this.  If  we  do  have  an 
extra  session,  it  will  be  a  charge  on  the 
Government.  And  if  gentlemen  know  this, 
why  not  provide  the  means  of  meeting  it?  I  cer- 
tainly know  nothing  of  the  purposes  of  General 
Harrison,  or  of  those  whose  counsel  he  will  seek; 
I  have,  however^  bat  little  doubt  an  extra  session 
will  be  inevitable.  General  Harrison  will  find  the 
Treasury  empty,  with  pressing  demands  against  it 
daily,  and  nothing  to  discharge  them  with.  In  that 
case,  he  will  be  compelled  to  convene  Congress  ia 
order  to  obtain  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  Go- 
vernment. In  addition  to  this,  the  country  re- 
quires reform  at  our  hands — a  speedy  and  tho- 
rough reform.  Millions  of  freemen  are  calling 
for  the  repeal  of  the  odious  sub-Treasury.  A 
prostrate  commerce  and  ruined  currency  require 
the  remedial  band  of  the  Government.  I  speak 
only  my  own  opinion.  I  believe  an  extra  session 
indispensable.  And,  it  it  takes  place,  the  expense 
attending  it  will  be  more  than  the  difference  be- 
tween that  of  the  present  session  and  the  last  I 
discover  the  Secretary  has  sent  in  no  estimates  for 
the  outfits  of  Minister*  abroad,  and  the  inftts  of 
those  who  are  already  there.  lDoet  he  suppose  Ge- 
neral Harrison  will  not  change  the  diplomatic 
corp*?  Does  he  suppose  the  honor  and  interests  of 
the  country  will  any  longer  be  entrusted  to  those 
who  now  represent  tbe  nation  at  foreign  Courts? 
Or  is  this  a  part  of  his  system  of  retrenchment, 
that  it  will  be  better  not  to  recall  Ministers,  be- 
cause the  appointment  of  new  ones  wilt  be  attend-' 
ed  with  expense?  These  extra  charges,  falling 
upon  the  civil  list  of  the  present  year,  will  be  fully 
equal  to  any  of  the  last  year,  not  incident  to  this. 
I  have  therefore  sufficient  data  for  assuming  that 
the  "civil,  miscellaneous,  and  foreign  intercourse*' 
for  the  present  year  will  amount  to  at  least 
#4,500,000. 

Next  come  the  estimates  for  the  military  service. 
And  these  the  Secretary  puts  down  at  #7,795,440  94. 
Now,  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Evans]  has 
86  effectually  exposed  the  imposition  attempted  in 
this  esiima'e,  that  I  am  sure  there  is  net  one  who 
heard  him  tbat  is  not  fully  satisfied  on  the  subject. 
I  see,  from  the  same  document  to  which  I  have  be- 
fore referred  (No,  265)  that  tbe  appropriations  for 
this  bran  eh  of  the  service,  at  the  last  session, 
amounted  to  #8,343,900  83.  And  so  far  from  the 
expenses  necessary  for  the  same  being  less  this 
year  than  they  were  the  last,  they  must  necessarily 
be  more.  Not  one  word  is  said  aoom  the  Florida 
war.  House  document  No.  70,  of  the  present  ses- 
son,  is  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  con- 
taining an  estimate  of  the  appropriations  necessa- 
ry for  the  Florida  war  during  the  year,  of  which, 
it  seems,  #250,090  10  is  due  for  service  already 
performed,  as  follows: 
For  arrearages  to  militia  called  into 

service  by  tbe  Governor  of  Florida   #221,244  09 
For  pay  of  a  battalion  of  Georgia 
volunteers  for  3  months'  service  in 
1840        ....       99,446  08 
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,  It  seems  that  there  are  already,  in  addition  to  ike 
Mgtilar  army  in  Florida,  two  thou&and  militia, 
1,900  of  them  mounted  men,  and  proposed  to.  be 
inct  eased  to  1,500;  and,  as  stated  by  the  Pay  mis- 
ter General,  "the  President,  having  subsequently 
sanctioned  ibis  service,  places  >  their  claims  oa  a  * 
footing  wiih  those  of  the  militia  regularly  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  State?."  According 
to  the  estimates  submitted  in  the  Fame  document  by 
the*  Paymaster  General,  the  Commissary  General 
of  Subsistence,  toe  Surgeon  General,  and  the  Ord- 
nance Department,  the  expenses  of  paying  and 
subsist! eg  thfe  force  for  the  year  1841,  in  addition 
to  the  arrearages  already  doe,  will  amount  to 
$2,385  329  751,  the  whole  of  which  will  fall  on 
the  year  1841.  And,  what  is  remarkable,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
had  this  letter  in  his  possession  since  the  17th  De- 
cember, without  suffering  it  to  be  brought  to  public 
view  here. 

[Mr.  Jonas.  I  beg  leave  to  correct  the  gentle- 
man from  Nq$th  Carolina.  The  letter  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  committee,  subject  to  the  inspection 
of  all  i!s  members.  There  was  no  attempt  on  my 
part  to  conceal  it  ] 

Mr.  R.  But,  sir,  I  insist  it  was  your  duty  to 
have  brought  it  before  the  notice  of  the  House.  In 
the  speech  which  you  made  at  the  commencement 
of  tk:s  debate,  in  which  you  attempted  to  sustain 
the  views  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  sub- 
mitting your  estimates  ot  receipts  and  expenditures 
for  the  year  1841,  you  did  not  include  this  item  or 
expense  for  the  Florida  war.  Mr.  Chairman;  (ad- 
dressing the  Chair,)  1  repeat,  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  in  'his  character  as  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  with  this  knowledge  i  it  his  possession 
to  haye  submitted  estimates  of  the  Florida  war, 
when  he  unfolded  his  budget  for  1841,  in  the 
speech  with  which  he  opened,! his  debate.  But  he 
is  in  a  letter  laid  on  our  desk?,  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  the  chairman  of  the  Cdmmittee  of!  Ways 
and  Means,  dated  December  17,  1840.  Here, 
then,  is  an  additional  charge  falling  upon  the  year 
1841  of  $2,385,329,  not  even  alluded  to  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  which  added  to  the  esti- 
mates submitted  by  him,  amounts  to  the  ,sum  of 
$10,1 10,770  89;  and  which,  added  to  the  appropria- 
tions of  last  year  for  the  same  service,  amou  its  to 
$10  729,930  58. 

But,  sa\  s  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Rbett,]  the  Florida  war  will  probably  soon 
be  terminated.  Probably  soon  be  terminated !  This 
is  the  language  we  have  beard  for  years.  It  has 
long  been  the  theme  of  Executive  reports  and  of 
the  despatches  of  commanders-in-chief.  Let  a  few 
miserable  squaws  be  taken,  or  carving  old  men  sur- 
render themselves,  and  it  is  immediately  heralded 
throughout  the  land  that  the  power  of  the  Indians 
has  been  destroyed;  that  they  are  coming  in;  and 
that  the  war  will  soon  be  at  an  end.  And  the  next 
account  we  hear  is,  that  the  blood  has  been  flowing 
in  torrents,  and  houses  have  been  wrapt  In  flames. 
For  every  brave  destroyed,  two  seem  to  spring  up 
in  his  place.  We  have,  within  the  last  day  or 
two,  beard  of  the  capture  of  sixty* or  seventy  In- 
dians; but  how  often  has  this  been  the  case  hereto- 
fore? It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  number  of 
Indians  in  Florida.  Years  ago,  it  was  said  there 
were  only  a  few  hundr* d;  and  althovgh  we  have 
been  destroying  them  all  the  while,  yet  the  work 
of  murder  and  ravage  has  continued.  A?  soon  as 
the  army  relaxes  its  operations,  they  became  em- 
boldened, leave  their  inaccessible  baanis,  and  com- 
mence anew  their  course  of  pillage  and  death. 
You  may  suppose  there  is  not  an  'Indian  in  Flori- 
da, jrou  may  suddenly  withdraw  your  army,  and 
the  fir>t  thing  you  hear  may  be,  that  the  Indians 
have  reappeared  in  all  their  power.  Sir,  the  Flo- 
rida war  is  not  at  an  end,  nor  is  it  soon  likely  to 
be.  Sam  Jonf sand  TigeMail  yet  lead  their  mer- 
ciless bands  through  the  everglades  of  that  ill-fated 
region;  tc-day  doing  "the  deed  of  death,"  and  tc 
morrow  concealed  in  the  impenetrable  swamps. 
The  bloody  Mickasukies  yet  rove  through  the  fo- 
rests of  Florida,  leaving  death  and  desolation  in 
their  tiaok.  To  legislate  with  a  view  to  the  early 
disbandoument  of  the  army  iu  Florida,  is  to  leave 
your  own  countrymen  exposed  to  the  horrors  of  sa- 


vages warfare.  To  do  this  through  a  false  econo- 
my, is  to  sell  the  blood  of  your  citizens  for  money. 
It  is  to  surrender  a  portion  of  your  territory  to  the 
savage,  and  to  confess,  in  the  faee  of  the  world, 
that  a  predatory  band  of  Seminoles  has  successful- 
ly resisted  all  the  boasted  power  of  the  Government. 
To  stop  the  war  at  this  stage,  i«  to  compromise  the 
honor  of  the  country.  You  must,  you  are  compell- 
ed to  prosecute  it  to  a  successful  issue.  I  there- 
fore take  it  for  granted  that,  in  estimating  the  ap- 
propriations for  the  military  service,  you  must  in- 
clude the  $2  385,329  proposed  in  the  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

It  seems  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
estimating  the  reductions  for  the  present  year,  cuts 
down  the  expenses  of  the  Indian  Department 
$174,000  below  the  appropriations  of  last  year.  I 
know  not  whether  this  is  on  account  of  there  being 
funds  in  the  hands  of  agents  yet  unpaid,  on  ac- 
count of  outstanding  appropriation?,  or  whether  it 
is  in  pursuance  of  that  system  of  gradual  retrench- 
ment recommended  in  his  report;  for  it  will  be  seen, 
by  reading  the  reoort  of  the  Secretary,  that  he  .un- 
dertakes to  read  Congress  a  lecture  on  economy, 
after  having  exhausted  the  Treasury  by  his  extra- 
vagance and  mismanagement;  and,  in  pointing  out 
the  causes  of,  and  grounds  for,  future  retrench- 
ment, he  says  that  "fewer  Indians  remain  to  be  re- 
moved." Certainly  there  are  fewer  to  be  removed. 
But  are  there  fewer  that  ought  to  be  removed  this 
year  than  were  removed  the  las  7  Judging  from  the 
rapid  settlement  of  the  Western  States,  and  the  con- 
sequent pressure  around  the  Indians  remaining,  I 
should  suppose  there  were  more.  I  appeal  to  gen- 
tlemen from  the  Western  States-^from  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Michigan,  Missouri— and  I  ask  them  if 
they  ate  not  anxious  to  have  the  Indian  title  to  the 
lands  in*  their  States  extinguished,  and  to  have 
those  Indians  removed  to  the  West?  •  Are  they  not 
every  day  becoming  more  inconvenient  to  the 
whites,  and  the  whites  to  them?  And  yet  the  Se- 
cretary seems  to  think  this  system  of  Indian  rela- 
tions will  soon  be  at  an  end;  and  the  expense  at- 
tending it  will  be  lessened  every  year.  This  is  a 
moat  absurd  idea.  The  Indian  relations  of  this 
country  will  constitute  a  permanent,  standing 
charge  upon  this  Government  for  one  hundred 
years  to  come;  and  as  the  population  of  the  country 
increases,  and  its  frontier  is  extended,  the  more 
complicated  and  expensive  will  our  Indian  relations 
become.  This  mutt  be  the  case,  till  the  vast  re- 
gion from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific  is  settled 
by  the  white  man,  and  not  an  Indian  is  left  re- 
maining. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  further  Fays,  in 
pursuance  of  his  pretended  anxiety  for  retrench- 
ment, that  the  pensions  are  diminished  by  deaths. 
Not  so  very  much,  sir.  Some  of  the  old  Revolu- 
tionary pensioners  die  off,  to  be  sure,  and  I  am  sor- 
ry for  it.  I  wish  they  could  live  forever.  They 
serve  as  a  connecting  link  between  the  past  and  the 
present.  They  would  serve  to  remind  us  of  our 
departure  from  the  pure  and  virtuous  principles  of 
the  Revolution.  And  these  old  men  hold  on  to  life 
well.  The  same  physical  vigor  which  enabled 
them  to  perform  such  deeds  of  daring  in  the  Revo- 
lution, yet  preserves  to  them  health  and  strength. 
The  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Evans]  demon* 
strated  that,  if  they  had  died  oft  last  year  at  the  rate 
of  ten.  per  cent,  it  would 'not  reduce  the  pension  ap« 
propriarion  more  than  $200,Q00,  whereas  the  truth 
is,  they  did  not  die  in  near  so  large  a  proportion. 
But,  sir,  it  must  be  recollected  that  whilst  the  pen- 
sion list  is  annually  lessened  by  death,  it  is  still  an- 
nually increasing  from  additions  to  the  list.  Look 
at  the  annual  reports  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions, and  you  will  see  that  this  is  the  case.  Look 
at  the  quantity  of  bills  on  your  table  for  placing  ad- 
ditional names  on  the  pension  roll,  many  and  most 
of  which  will  probably  pass  as  soon  as  time  can  be 
obtained  to  pa5s  upon  them.  Owing  to  these  facts, 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  for  the  next  five  years,  the 
additions,  with  the  arrearage  pay  in  such  cases,  will 
be  equal  to  the  diminution  from  deaths. 

Assuming,  then,  that  the  military  service  will  cost 
as  much  this  year  as  it  did  last,  which  was  $8,343,- 
900  83,  and  adding  the  $2,385,329,  stated  to  be  ne- 
cessary by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  Florida 
service,  and  you  have  an  aggregate  of  $10,739,230 


for  the  military  service,  which  will  be  found  indiav 
pensably  necessary. 

Next  come  the  estimates  for  the  Navy,  which 
the  Secretary  puts  down  ai  $5,445  $99  2L  Al- 
though I  believe  this  to  be  mech  too  small,  yet,  for 
the  present,  I  will  assume  it  as  a  sufficient  sum. 
There  is  one  item,  however,  of  $150,000,  for  the  pay 
of  navy  pensioners,  which  must  be  added,  for  which 
a  bill  has  already  passed  this  House,  and  for  which 
the  Secretary  has  sent  iu  no  estimate,  but  which  will 
be  a  charge  on  the  year  1841.  But,  atys  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  we  do  not  know  that 
the  Senate  will  pass  the  bill'.  Perhaps  it  may  not; 
for  until  that  body  is  purged,  which  it  is  soon  like- 
ly to  be,  I  believe  it  capable  of  any  injustice.  But 
that  is  not  the  question.  The  question  is,  m  it 
right  to  pass  ill  Shall  we  legislate  here  under  a 
supposition  that  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture will  not  do  its  duty?  You  might  as  wen  strike 
out  of  your  estimates  any  other  appropriation  foe 
the  public  service  (the  army  for  example)  because 
we  are  not  certain  the  Senate  will  pass  it  Yon 
am  in  duty  bound  to  pay  these  navy  pensionec*. 
You  have  squandered  a  fond  which  was  properly 
theirs,  and  you  are  bound  by  every  coaatdtaatian 
of  honor  to  pay  them  what  is  strictly  theirs,  and  by 
every  principle  of  gratitude  to  reward  them  lor 
their  services.  This  $150,000,  added  to  the  Sect** 
tary's  estimates,  will  make  the  naval  service  for 
the  year  amount  to  $5,595,389. 

According  to  the  data  I  have  assumed*  and  1  have 
placed  them  at  the  lowest  probable  amount,  the 
items  of  expenditure  for  the  present  year  will  appear 
as  follows,  via*  j 

Civil,  miscellaneous,  and  foreign  in- 
tercourse $4,500,000 
Military  service,  including  the  Flori- 
da war  10,729,230 
Navy  pensions  150^009 
Naval  service                                         5,995*399 
Appropriations  made  for  the  service 
of  the  tear  1841  by  former  acta  of 
Congress                                              l,013»90t> 
Balances  of  appropriations  made  in 
1840  and  previously,  standing  over 
on    the  1st  January,  1841,  and 
which  will  be  a  charge  on  the  Trea- 
sury iu  1841,  after  deducting  so 
much  as  may  remain  net  called 
for,  and  standing  over  at  the  dose 
of  1841                                                2,000,000 
Relief  of  the  corporate  cities  in  the 
District  of  Colombia,  per  act  of  the 
26  h  May,  1836,  $139,200,  and 
public  debt  payable  at  the  Treasu- 
rv,  per  act  3d  March,  1817,  $10,- 
000           ...                      140£90 
Required  to  finish  public  buildings, 
according  to  the  estimate?  of  the 
architect'  %090 
Treasury  notes  and  interest,  allow- 
ing fbr  $500,000,  which  may  not 
come  in  during  the  year                       4,350,000 

Amounting  in  the  whole  to  .    f»J887,(» 

which  is  the   amount  necessarily  chargeable  upon 
the  year.  1841. 

Here,  then,  wiih  a  probable  income  of  $21,723,- 
473,  we  must  meet  an  almost  inevitable  expendi- 
ture of  $28,887,029.  Sir,  how  can  you  do  it,  with- 
out borrowing  money?  You  will  be  compelled  to 
borrow;  and,  whether  you  do  it  by  Treasury  notes, 
or  loan,  how  are  you  to  repay  it,  unless  you  mine 
the.  duties  on  import*,  or  resort  to  direct  taxation! 
And  how  are  you  to  sustain  the  heavy  expendi- 
tures of  coming  years,  unless  you  regulate  your  ta- 
riff to  meet  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury?  But, 
exclaims  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  {Mr. 
Thompson.]  the  cry  of  the  Whigs  has  been  reform, 
and  by  reform  he  understands  a  retrenchment  in 
the  expenditures.  I  can  also  inform  the  gentle- 
man that  it  means  honesty  in  the. expenditures.  It 
is  not  so  much  the  amount  expended,  of  which  we 
have  complained,  as  the  manner  in  which  it  bus 
been  expended:  paying  $450  a  day  for  steamboats, 
$20  a  cord  for  wood,  purchasing  splendid  furniture 
and  silver  spoons  for  mod  boats,  paying  high  sala- 
ries to  crowds  of  loungers  attached  to  your  custom* 
houses,  giving  high  and  expensive  jobs  and  < 
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tracts  to  political  favorites,  Ac.    It  is  such  corrup- 
tion as  this,  of  which  we  have  so  much  complained, 
aid  wbich  we  hare  premised  tp  reform.    If  the 
mosey  which  has  been  collected  had  been  spent  for 
the  internet  of  the  country,  in  disciplining;  oar  army, 
iiereasiag  owr  navy,  completing  onr  fortifications, 
electing  harbors,  and  other  conveniences  of  eom- 
avsree,  Ac  why,  then,  sir,  we  conW  not  hare  com- 
pinned.    Bat,  what  is  remarkable,  whilst  this  vast 
expenditure  of  money  has  been  going  on  for  the 
last  four  years,  ranging  from  thirty  to  forty  mil- 
lions annually,  all  the.  interests  and  defences  of  the 
country  have  been  languishing  and  going  to  rain. 
Well,  now,  sir,  in  legislating  to  meet  •  the  wants 
of  the  Government,  1  feel  booed  to  look  to  the  re* 
tare  air  well  as  to  the  present.    By  prafjgney,  mb* 
managemeni,  and  corruption,  all  the  great  defences 
of  the  country  have  goae  to  wreck.*  The  present 
rate  of  deAiee  will  not  yield  a  saffiaem  income  to 
pat  the  country  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  to  repair 
the  evils  of  the  last  twelve  years  ef  misrule.    In 
addition  to  me  deficit  of  ubout  #7,000,000  for  the 
present  year,  there  is  about  $5,580,000,  consisting 
of  turns  and  annuities  payable  to  Indians,  and 
amounts  pledged  to  he  invested  in  safe,  permanent 
stocks  for  their  benefit,  the  interest  on  which  we 
are  now  paving.  .  Then,  there  is  the  navy  pension 
fund,  which  has  been  squandered  or  invested  in 
worthless  stocks,  amounting  to  #1,900,000,  which 
jon-are  bound  to  make  good.    Dae  on  trust  funds, 
other  than  Indian,  #500,000.    Old  funded  and  cei- 
thteate  debt,  #100,000.    Debts  of  the  cities  in  the 
District  ef  Columbia,  assumed  by  the  Government, 
with  interest,  #1,750,000  To  these  are  to  be  added 
claims  on  account  of  Indian  affairs,  growing  out 
of  the  Florida  war,  allowed  or  to  be  allowed  by 
the  Departments,  or  pending  before  Congress,  say 
#5,000,000;  (although  1  learn,  from  gentlemen  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  the  subject  than  I  am,  they  will 
reach  nearer  #10,000,000.    Other  claims  now  be- 
fore Congress,  and  which  have  been  accumulating 
ferine  last  two  years,  fdr  want  of  time  to  net  on 
them,  allowing  for  those  that  may  be  rejected,  say 
-#9,000,400;  and  1  also  learn  that  these  latter  will 
prohnoiy  be  doable  that  sum.    These  amount  in 
the  whole  to  #16,380,000  of  permanent  debt  fall- 
ing upon  the    next   Administration;  and  which, 
added  to  the  deficit  of  seven  millions  in  the  reve- 
nue of  the  present  yearr  shows  an  almost  certain 
habilify  of  more  than  #23,000,000  by  the  Govern- 
ment, ever  and  above,  the  current  expenditures. 
And  this,  too;  with  a  revenue  continually  decreas- 
ing by  the  gradual  operation  of  the  compromise 
net; 

Now,  sir,  I  am  for  abiding  by  the  spirit  of  the 
eoorpromise  net.  Itoetieunutuucea  under  which 
k  urns  passed  require  that  no  vfofeuetf  should  be. 
done  to  the  feeMegs  of  either  of  the  great  interests 
that  were  parties  to  it.  That  net  was  the  voluntary 
eAning  of  patriotism,  to  save  the  effusion  of  no- 
ana*  blood.  It  matched  the  uplifted  sword  from 
the  hand  of  the  tyrant,  who*  with  tiger  ferocity) 
asms  raving  and  thisstmg  for  the  blood  of  freemen. 
It-stands  a*  an  enduring  monument  of  the  patriot 
inwj,  the  wisdom,  and  the  magnanimity  of  Ken- 
tucky* distinguished  son.  And  I  nm  free  to  ad* 
suit  that,  if  the  publie  sentiment  of  either  of  the 
tsvo  great  interests  thtt  were  parties  to  that  compro- 
mise should,  with  any  thing  like  unanimity,  insist 
upon  its  remaining  inviolate  and  untouched,  it 
would  be  unwise  to  disturb  it.  It  is,  however,  for 
the  majority  hate,  in  their  wisdom,  to  examine  and 
decide  what  may  be  wishes  of  the  country,  and  the 
feelings  of  the  two  great  sections  in  regard  to  the 
modification  of  this  measure.  But,  in  submitting 
thus  measure  to  the  test  of  public  feeling  in  the  two 
great  interests  that  were  parties  to  it,  reference 
must  be  bad  to  the  calm  and  unbiased  wishes  of  the 
popular  mind,  and  not  to  the  wild  ravings  of  party 
madness.  No  one  man  here  has  a  right  to  apeak 
for  the  whole  North  or  the  whole  8  nth;  neither 
hen  the  delegation  of  any  one  Bute  a  rtght  to  speak 
for  its  entire  section.  It  is  for  the  majority  here, 
in  their  discretion,  and  upon  their  responsibility,  to 
judge  of  the  public  will,  bpofl  n  dispassionate  sur- 
vey of  the  whole  question.  If  two  parties  enter 
into  a  covenant  for  the  observance  of  which  their 
honor  dud  faith  mny  be  plighted,  neither  bus  the 
right  to  violate  its  provisions  whilst  the  other  mats* 


upon  their  enforcement.  But  certainly  they  are 
not  estopped  from  modifying  it  by  mutual  Agree- 
ment. And  so  with  the  compromise  act  of  1839. 
If  the  North  or  the  South,  with  any  thing  like  una- 
nimity, insist  upon  its  inviolability,  I,  for  one, 
should  be  opposed  to  touching  it.  Bat  if,  by  mu- 
tual agreement,  they  are  willing  to  modify  it  now, 
where  can  be  the  objection?  < 

This  brings  me  to  the  immediate  consideration  of 
the  proposition  of  the  gentlemen  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Barnard]  to  impose  a  duty  on  silks  and  wjnes, 
which  are  now  admitted  free  of  duty.  I  think  this 
proposition  presents  a  medium,  on  wbich  the  mo- 
derate on  both  sides  of  the  question  may  meet  with 
safety.  I  am  aware  that  the  ultra  tariff  men  may 
oppose  it,  because  they  may  hope  that,  in  remodel- 
ling the  system  after  the  expiration  of  the  limit 
fixed  to  the  compromise  act,  they  will  be  enabled 
to  exempt  luxuries  from  any  duty,  and  collect  the 
whole  of  the  duties  from  articles  of  necessity,  and 
thereby  protect  the  same  articles  of  domestic  manu- 
facture. They  may  suppose  that,  by  oar  imposing 
duties  on  luxuries  now,  they  will  'find  it  more  diffi- 
cult to  exejapt  them  hereafter.  I  can  assure  gen- 
tlemen entertaining  these  opinions  that  the  South, 
so  far  as  I  am  acqaainted  with  its  feelings,  will 
never  quietly  submit  to  this  discrimination.  We 
are  for  equal  benefits',  and  for  equal  burdens.  We 
never  will  consent  that  articles  of  luxury,  wbich 
are  consumed  by  the  rich,  shall  be  imported  free  of 
duty;  and  articles  of  necessity,  consumed  by  the 
poor,  shall  be  burdened  with  all  the  means  of  taxa* 
tion,  merely  for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturers. 
That  has  been  the  source  ot  all  our  straggles  and 
difficulties  heretofore.  It  came  well  nigh  once 
plunging  this  country  into  all  the  horrors  of  civil 
commotion.  By  all  the  exciting  associations  con- 
nected with  that  gloomy  period,  I  entreat  gentle- 
men who  yet  cherish  the  favorite  idea  of  discrimi- 
nation and  protection  to  abandon  it  forever.  You 
cannot  enforce  it  without  endangering  the  stability 
of  the  Union. 

Then  there  are  ultra  men  on  the  other  side,  who 
oppose  this  measure  Minply  because  it  is  an  impo- 
sition of  duty,  without  reference  to  the  objects  on 
which  it  is  intended  to  operate,  or  without  looking 
at  the  real  cause  of  that  long  and  uniform  oppoti-  . 
tion  which  was  waged  by  the  South  against  the  ta* 
riffs  of  *24  and  »98.  The  gentleman  from  Missis* 
sip  pi  [Mr.  Thompson]  seems  perfectly  horrified  nt 
this  new  tariff,  as  he  calls  it,  and  asks  if  this  same 
measure  of  a  duty  on  imports  has  not  long  been 
the  great  cau*e  of  complaint  and  difficulty  between 
the  South  and  the  North.  I  can  answer  his  ques- 
tion, and  I  tell  him,  no.  The  South  never  com- 
plained of  the  revenue  for  the  support  of  the  Go- 
vernment being  collected  from  a  duty  on  foreign 
articles. 

Mr.  Thompson  begged  leave  to  explain.  He 
said  he  did  not  mean  to  intimate  that  the  South  was 
opposed  to  raising  a  revenue  from  custom*.  What 
he  said  was,  that  a  tax  oh  foreign  importations  had 
been  the  great  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of 
the  South. 

Mr.  R.  A  tax  on  foreign  importations!  Ex- 
actly, sir.  That  is  the  same  thing.  I  still  take  is- 
sue with  the  gentleman.  I  deny  that  the  ttouth 
has  ever  complained  that  the  revenue  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Government  was  raised  by  a  tax  on  fo- 
reign importations. 

The  South  well  knows,  and  always  has  known, 
that  it  is  the  only  practicable  mode  of  supporting 
the  Government,  among  a  people  as  sensitive  as 
ours  are  on  the  subject  of  direct  taxation.  It  is  the 
principle  of  discriminatien,  for  the  protection  of 
the  manufacturers  in  a  certain  section,  of  which 
the  South  has  always  complained:  a  protection 
which,  while  it  increases  the  cost  of  consumption 
to  all  sections  alike,  yet  diffuses  its  advantages  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  manufactures  of  the  North,  with* 
out  bringing  any  correlative  blessings  to  us  of  the 
South.  The  South  is  not  only  wilting  to  contribute 
its  revenue  and  its  wealth,  but  its  blood,  if  need 
be,  in  support  of  the  Government  and  the 
Union.  The  object  contemplated  by  the  propo- 
sirion  of  my  friend  from  New  York  is  tie 
very  thing  that  we  have  always  contended 
fer.  The  North  has  heretofore  refused  to  grant 
it  to  us — they  would  not  concede  it  in  the  com- 


promise act — but  now,  if  I  understand  them 
aright,  tbey  are  willing  to  yisll  it,  and  can 
we  hesitate  to  accept  it?  My  eloquent  friend- 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Thompson,]  who  ad- 
dressed us  so  ably  the  other  day,  has  put  this  mat- 
ter in  its  proper  light.  He  has  proven,  from  the 
record,  than  an  equalisation  of  duties,  upon  the 
protected  and  the  unprotected  articles,  was  the. 
greit  object  contended  for  by  the  distinguished- 
Southern  statesmen  who  mingled  in  tbe  political 
conitets  of  *39  and  '33.  Sir,  we  are  now  estopped* 
virtually  estopped  from  ebjeetiag  to  this  proposi- 
tion. I  thank  my  friend  from  South  Carolina  for 
the  feallan  t  manner  in  which  he  has  met  this  ques- 
tion at  the  v^ry  threshold.  It  came  with  a  peculiar 
fitness  from  him.  He  comes  from  a  region  of  po- 
litical darkness,  though  still  from  an  oasis*  in  a  de- 
sert waste.  His  position  is  one  of  high  moral  sub- 
limity. Despite  all  the  efforts  of  persecution  at 
home,  he  has  stood  up  for  years,  almost  single 
handed  and  alone,  as  the  un terrified  advocate  of 
liberty  and  truth.  With  a  heroic  courage,  he  has 
refused  to  quail  before  power  and  proscription, 
and,  whether  at  home  or  on  this  floor,  he  has,  with 
a  giant's  arm,  shaken  off  his  assailants  a*  "the 
lion  wonld  shake  the  dew  drops  from  his  mane." 
He  fays  he  is  aware  that  the  demagogue  cry  of  ta- 
riff! tariff!  will  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
citing popular  prejudice  against  him  at  home. 
That  is  probable.  I  am  aware  that,  humble  as  i 
am,  I  shall  be  subjected  to  the  came  charge.  But 
my  friend  [Mr.  Thompson]  need  give  himself  no 
uneasiness  on  that  account.  Calumny  and  misre- 
presentation are  the  common  lot  of  all  who  pursue 
the  path  of  duty,  regardless  of  consequences.  De- 
nunciation by  the  wicked  is  the  price  whioh  hones- 
ty and  patriotism  always  have  to  pay  for  the  es- 
teem and  approbation  of  the  virtuous  and*the 
good.  I  repeat  it,  my  friend  from  Srfuth  Carolina 
deserves  the  thanks  of.the  country  for  the  fearless 
manner  in  which  he  has  met  this  question.  It  will 
endure  in  the  records  of  the  country,  as  a  lasting 
memorial  of  his  patriotism,  and  will  constitute  the 
richest  legacy  he  can  lenve  to  his  children  who 
are  to  succeed  him.  The  tribute  of  the  country's 
praise  it  also  due  to  my  friend  irom  Georgia  [Mr. 
Nkbut)  for  his  able  and'  eloquent  speech  on  this 
subject.  I  was  equally  pleased  with  tbe  cogency 
of  his  argument  and  the  pathos  of  his  eloquence. 
With  such  advocates,  the  South  has  nothing  to 
fear;  and  in  such  hands  tho  inteie>t  of  the  whole 
country  will  be  safe. 

The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Thomp- 
son] asked  bow  it  was  that  the  North  was  now 
willing  to  impose  a  tax  on  luxuries;  for,  said  he, 
this  has  always  been  a  favorite  measure  with  the 
South,  and  it  never  "before  has  b<*en  able  to  obtain 
it.  Charity  compels  me  to  believe  it  is  from  a 
principle  of  patriouem  that  our  Northern  brethren 
are  now  willing  to  yi*ld  this;  but,  whether  it  be 
from  a  sense  of  justice,  or  from  some  other  motive', 
it  matters  not  to  me.  So  we  obtain  what  we  desire, 
it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  what  may  be  the  mo- 
tive of  concession.  What  would  be  thought  of 
the  prudence  of  any  man  in  private  life  who  would 
refuse  to  receive,  by  the  voluntary  concession  of 
an  enemy,  that  which  he  had  been  striving  to  ob- 
tain,' and  without  success,  for  years'?  But  with  all 
the  gentleman's  horrors  at  the  prospect  of  a  dis- 
turbance of  the  tariff  question,  be  seems  perfectly 
willing  to  go  into  it,  provided  he  can  be  allowed  Co 
adjust  it  upon  his  own  terms.  He  distinctly  stated 
that,  when  the  proper  time  arrived,  he  was  willing 
to  go  into  a  revision  of  the  whole  system.  Ay, 
sir,  and  when  will  the  proper  time  arrive?  It  cer- 
tainly must  have  arrived,  when  it  is  necessary  to 
do  something  in  order  to  replenish  the  Treasury.  I 
fear,  if  this  matter  i?  postponed,  we  shall  not  have 
the  pleasure  of  the  gentleman's  assistance.  Unless 
the  people  of  Mississippi  change  their  minds  as 
easily  as  certain  Southern  gentlemen  have  changed 
their  grounds  upon  this  very  subject,  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  not  likely  to  be  troubled  with  the  bur- 
dens of  legislation  here  for  some  time  to  come. 
The  gentleman  went  on  to  tell  of  the  great  injury 
that  would  result  16  the  cotton-growing  interest  of 
his  State  by  an  imposition  of  30  per  cent,  on 
French-  silks  and  wines.  And  yet  he  seems  wil- 
ling to  sacrifice  this  front  interest  of  his  con$tita- 
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eats,  provided  he  can  be  allowed  to  settle  the  mu- 
ter in  his  own  way.  He  stye,  take  off  the  duties 
altogether  from  necessaries,  and  impose  them  on 
luxuries;  that  for  every  cent  taken  off  from  sugar 
he  will  vote  to  pnt  two  on  wince;  for  every  cent  off 
from  salt,  he  will  impose  two  on  silk,  dec.  Then, 
in  order  to  raise  revenue  sufficient  toi  the  Govern- 
ment, yoo  most  go  higher  than  90  per  cent.}  and  in 
proportion,  according  to  the  gentleman's  reasoning, 
you  sacrifice  the  interests  of  Mississippi. 

It  is  very  evident,  from  the  indications  here,  as 
well  as  from  the  movements  ont  of  doors,  that  there 
are  two  classes  of  opponents  to  this  measure,  ope* 
rated  upon  by  different  views.  The  first  class  con- 
sists of  those  who  have  been  trying  to  mix  np  the 
tariff  question  with  the  conflicts  of  party;  who  have 
declared,  in  anticipation,  that  the  policy  of  the 
coming  Administration  would  be  a  resort  to  a  high 
tariff,  and  who,  no  doubt,  hope  to  effect  a  counter 
revolution  in  the  South  by  getting  up  an  excite- 
ment  on  this  subject.  They  are  astonished  that  the 
Northern  Whigs  should  ask  for  nothing  more  than 
an  equalization  of  duties,  and  now  discover  (hat 
one  of  their  bobbies  is  about  to  tumble  down  be- 
neath them.  They  no  toubt  hope  that,  by  a  little 
postponement,  the  ultra  tariff  men  of  the  North 
may  be  emboldened  to  ask  for  higher  protective 
duties,  and  that  thus  the  ends  of  party  may  be  an- 
swered. To  gentlemen  actuated  by  this  motive  I 
wduld  say,  the  day.  of  humbugs  has  passed.  Reason 
and  truth  have  regained  their  dominion.  The  same 
spirit  of  conciliation  that  carried  us  so  successfully 
through  the  late  contest,  will  still  continue  to  guide 
and  direct  our  course. 

fne  other  class  of  opponents  to  this  proposition 
consists  of  the  ultra  enemies  of  the  tariff  system, 
who  are  uncompromisingly  opposed  to  it  io  every 
shape  and  form,  and  who  are  conscientiously  op- 
posed to  it  on  principle.  They  look  forward  to  the 
time  when  the  duties  on  the  protected  articles  are 
to  come  off  entirely,  and  the  whole  revenues  of  the 
Government  are  to  be  collected  on  the  unprotected 
articles;  and  they  no  doubt  suppose  that  an  imposi- 
tion of  duty  on  luxuries  now  will  be  presenting  an 
obstacle  to  the  consummation  of  their  favorite  de- 
signs hereafter.  If  I  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisa,]  he  expressed  the  opi- 
nion that  the  whole  of  the  duties  for  the  support  of 
Government  should  be  collected  from  articles  of 
luxury,  and  that  articles  of  necessiiy  should  come 
in  free.  Sir,  this  is  entirely  a  Utopian  scheme.  It 
is  consistent  with  neither  possibility  nor  justice.  I 
would  appeal  to  Southern  gentlemen  who  are  ac- 
tuated by  this  object,  and  ask  them  if  it  is  reason- 
able to  suppose  that  we,  who  have  for  years  been 
unable,  by  remonstrance,  and  even  resistance,  to 
obtain  a  modification  of  this  question  to  suit  us— 
that  we,  I  say,  shall  be  able  to  dictate  terms  to  the 
North?  We  are  the  weaker  portion;  so  far  as  the 
mere  exeictse  of  power  is  concerned,  we  are  at  the 
mercy  of  the  balance  of  the  Union.  As  a  Southern 
man,  I  approve  of  the  proposition,  because  I  con- 
ceiveit  to  be  our  interest  to  do  so.  It  not  only 
gives  us  all  we  ought  to  ask,  it  not  only  puts  both 
sections  on  an  equality,  but  it  gives  us  as  much  as 
we  msy  ever  expect  by  possibility  to  obtain.  I  go 
for  the  duties  on  luxuries  as  an  opponent  of  the 
protective  system. 

It  is  true,  the  duties  on  the  protected  articles,  al- 
though no  higher  than  on  the  unprotected,  will  be- 
nefit our  Northern  brethren  engaged  in  manufac- 
tures more  than  it  will  the  South.  We  pursue 
agriculture  because  it  is  more  congenial  to  our 
tastes  and  conducive  to  our  interests;  whilst  the 
people  of  the  North,  for  the  same  reasons,  pursue 
manufacturing.  And  shall  we  grudge  to  ithem  the 
small  benefit  they  derive  from  the  duties  on  those 
foreign  articles  that  come  in  competition  with 
theirs,  when  we  are  not  injured  by  it?  It  is  imitat- 
ing the  dog  in  $*  manger,  to  deprive  them  of  a 
benefit  without  profiting  ourselves.  Besides,  even 
if  we  had  the  power,  which  we  have  not,  would  it 
be  justice  to  make  a  discrimination  which  would 
curtail  their  profits  whilst  it  would  not  increase 
ours?  The  very  ground  on  which  we  so  much 
complained  of  them  in  the  high  tariffs  of  1824  and 
1898  was,  that  they  were  oppressing  Southern  in- 
terests for  the  benefit  of  Northern  manufacture;. 
And  it  would  ha  worse,  if  we  had  it  in  our  power, 


to  oppress  Northern  manufactures  without  benefit- 
ing Southern  interests. 

The  gentlemen  from  Mississippi  and  South  Ca- 
rolina both  took  the  ground  that  a  duty  on  French 
silks  and  wines  would  disturb  our  commercisl  re- 
lations with  France,  and  that,  as  Southern  cotion 
wis  exchanged  for  those  articles,  it  would  to  that 
extent  operate  as  a  drawback  on  Southern  inte- 
rests Now,  even  if  this  wete  so,  a  hich  I  am  sure 
it  is  not,  do  gentlemen  see  where  this  argument 
would  lead  them?  Sir,  it  is  protection,  the  very 
protection  which  we  have  so  long  complained  of. 
The  argument  of  the  Northern  manufacturers  has 
been  this:  we  have  law  amounts  invested  in  ma- 
nufactures; if  you  equalize  the  duties,  if  you  re- 
duce them  on  the  protected  articles  as  low  as  they 
should  be  on  the  unprotected,  you  bring  foreign 
manufactures  in  competition  with  oorF,  and  thus 
destroy  our  profits.  They  have  insisted  that, 
whilst  the  Government  was  exercising  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  laying  a  duty  for  revenue,  it  should 
do  so  with  reference  to  the  protection  of  their  inte- 
rests. And  now  we  hear  the  same  argument  used 
on  this  floor  by  members  from  the  South.  What 
is  the  tenor  of  the  argument  used  here?  It  is  this: 
we  have  large  capital  invested  in  growing  cotton; 
if  you  equalize  the  duties,  if  you  raise  them  on  the 
unprotected  articles  as,  high  as  they  are  on  the  pro- 
tected, you  disturb  our  commercial  relations  with 
those  countries  for  whose  productions  our  cotton  is 
exchanged,  and  thus  destroy  our  profits  This  is  a 
principle  we  must  not  recognise.  We  are  the 
weaker  portion,  and,  if  we  use  the  argument  now, 
it  msy  hereafter  be  turned  against  ns  to  our  injury 
and  destruction. 

But,  sir,  I  deny  the  position  that  a  duty  on  silks 
and  wines  will  disturb  our  relations  with  France. 
I  deny  that  it  wilt  operate  injuriously  to  the  South 
Why  should  gentlemen  harp  so  much  upon  France. 
It  is  not  intended  to  make  a  discrimination  between 
France  and  other  countries.  Not  one-half  the 
silks  and  wines  imported  into  this  country  come 
from  France,  and  we  propose  to  subject  them  all 
to  the  same  restriction.  Gentlemen  have  reasoned 
on  the  ground  that  the  imposition  of  20  per  cent, 
upon  silks  and  wines  will  either  bring  about  pro- 
hibitory duties  on  American  cotton,  in  France,  or 
such  high  countervailing  duties  as  will  raise  the 
price  of  cotton  so  high  in  that  country  that  the  peo- 
ple will  not  be  able  to  use  cotton  fabrics  as  an 
article  of  clothing,  and  that  thus  a  market  for 
eighteen  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  cotton  annu- 
ally would  be  cut  off.  This  was  the  argument  of 
the  member  from  Sooth  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rbbtt.] 
Is  this  argument  a  sound  one?  I  learn  that  the 
duty  on  American  cotton  in  France,  at  the  present 
time,  is  nearly  as  high  as  we  propose  to  raise' it 
here  on  their  silks  and  wines.41  Besides,  they  are 
Compelled  to  take  our  cotton,  they  cannot  get  it 
elsewhere;  and  the  employment  to  labor,  which  is 
afforded  by  the  manufacture  of  cotton  fabrics  in 
France,  is  too  immense  to  be  attempted  to  be  de 
stroyed  by  prohibitory  duties.  And  suppose  the 
French  Government  should  lay  an  additional  duty 
of  30  per  cent,  upon  American  cotton,  as  gentle- 
men seem  to  dread— what  of  that?  It  might  slightly 
enhance  the  price  of  the  article  to  the  French  im- 
porter and  manufacturer;  but  then,  a  very  great 
portion  of  the  cotton  imported  into  France  is,  as  I 
learn,  manufactured  into  laces  and  other  fabrics  of 
the  most  costly  materials;  where  the  cost  of  the 
raw  material  forms  but  a  very  small  item  in  the 
value  of  the  fabrics  when  ready  for  market.  An 
additional  cost  of  30  per  cent,  upon  (he  price  of 
the  raw  material  could  scarcely  be  seen  in  the  price 
of  the  manufactured  article.  So  that  France  can- 
not prohibit  our  cotton  without  cutting  off  one  of 
the  main  sources  of  employment  for  her  labor,  and 
throwing  loose  upon  the  country  thousands  of  in- 
digent and  discontented  artisan*,  ready  to  poll 
down  her  Government  and  institutions.  If  she 
raises  the  duty  on  our  cotton  in  an  eqnal  ratio 
with  our  impost  upon  her  silks  and  wines,  it 
will  only  increase  the  cost  to  the  manufacturer 
there,  which  will  hardly  be  felt  by  the  consumer. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Thomp- 

"Tbe  duty  on  American  cotton  in  France  is  90  francs  per  100 
kilogramme*—  which  ie  S3  76  per  200  lbs.  At  an  arerafe  of  12 
cents  par  pound,  tale  would  be  a  duty  of  about  17  par  earn. 


sow]  seems  to  think  that  a  countervailing  duty  in, 
France  of  90  pn  cent  upon  oar  cotion  would  bawe 
the  effect  of  bringing  down  the  price  of  the  article 
in  the  sasae  proportion.  He  made  a  calcoJatioe  of 
the  amount  of  exportation  from  Mfesisrinpi,  and. 
the  consequent  loss  that  would  befall  her.  He 
says,  if  her  twenty  millions  of  dollars  of  exports 
are  subject  ton  duty  of  30  per  cent,  the  price  of 
them  in  those  countries  where  they  are  sent  must, 
in  a  similar  ratio,  comedown,  and  that  thus  Mis- 
sissippi would  receive  90  per  cent,  leas  in  retara 
than  she  otherwise  would.  If  the  gentleman  reu- 
soae  upon  the  theory  of  separating  Mississippi 
from  the  rent  of  the  world,  as  it  will  be  recollected 
he  did  in  stating  bisaraument^he  mast,  to  be  eon* 
aisteot,  go  still-further,  and  suppose  mat  she  trades) 
with  some  country  exclusively,  that  is  sisoseon- 
raiedfrom  the  rest  of  the  wot  Id.  If  Mississippi 
traded  with  France  alone,  and  France  pnrtliatud 
cotion  from  no  other  country  than  Mississippi,  then 
a  duty  of  90  per  cent,  upon  the  cotton  of  the  knurr 
might,  to  some  extent,  bring  down  its  price.  But 
the  gentleman  is  reasoning  upon  false  premises  al- 
together. In  arranging  our  commercial  relations, 
the  entire  Union  mnst  be  looked  to  ns  a  unit,  and 
our  legislation  should  not  he  with  a  view  to  the 
aid  of  sectional  interests,  but  with  a  view  of  diffusa 
ing  nn  average  of  benefits  and  of  burdens,  as  near 
as  may  be,  in  every  section  alike.  The  geailesnan 
UsouM  recollect  that  net  one  fifth  of  the  cotton  ex- 
ported is  sent  to  France.  England  is  the  great 
cotton  market  of  the  world;  the  price  in  other 
countries  must  he  regelated  by  mat  of  Liverpool 
and  London.  France  must  pay  as  much  for  it 
as  it  is  worth  in  England,  or  she  cannot  get  iu  A 
tax  upon  our  cotton  will  be,  u>  that  extent,  jt  tax 
upon  her  own  citizens.  But  is  it  reasonable  Id 
suppose  that  France  will  impose  these  counter- 
vailing duties  upon  our  cotton,  when  she  al- 
ready imposes  a  duty  of  17  percent,  upon  it,  and 
subjects  our  tobacco  to  a  Government  moiionos* 
which  is  equal,  as  I. learn,  to  adatyof  1400  per 
oent.1  My  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Warn]  ad- 
mitted that,  uking  an  average  for  the  last  ten  or 
twelve  years,  the  balance  of  trade  against  this 
country,  and  in  favor  of  France,  had  bean  about 
10  per  cent,  annually.  I  learn  from  others  who 
are  conversant  with  such  subjects,  that  it  has  beam 
at  least  90  per  cent.  This,  according  to  the  laws 
of  trade,  baa  to  be  paid  off  in  specie;  and,  to  that 
extent,  it  operates  as  an  annual  drain  apesi  she 
specie  basis  of  our  currency.  As  some  mmr/nsai 
turn  for  u»,  we  should  saatae  this  balance  of  nude 
against  us  conducive  to  supplying  oar  coders  ansa 
revenue.  And  suppose  France  should  impose  ntc- 
hibitory  or  high  countervailing  duties  on  oar  < 
—let  her  doit;  we  shall  see  who  will  be  i 
jured,  she  or  we.  Does,  it  become  the  1  _ 
of  a  free  people  to  hesitate  to  do  their  duly  7or  fear 
of  the  spiteful  resentment  of  other  eountrieat  I 
feel  indignant  when  I  hear  thearirumeBt  used  nose, 
that  we  must  not  supply  oar  coffers  with  raveamo 
in  the  only  practicable  mode  to  which  wa  cam  as- 
sort, for  fear  that  other  countries  may  take  van- 
brag*,  and*  attempt  retaliation.  National  pads 
and  national  honor  revolt  at  the  idea  of  I 
here  to  see  how  the  exercise  of  legislative  demy  i 
be  received  by  other  countries  Has  France  aav 
right  to  expect  her  productions  to  enter  our  perls 
free,  whilst  ours  are  subjected  -to  heavy  exsotieaw 
inner  portal  But  it  is  idle  to  talk  about  pieaamV 
tory  or  high  retaliatory  duties  on  Southern  staple*. 
Nations,  in  regulating  their  coauaeraai  wser> 
course,  are  governed  by  their  uteres*.  Why  dad 
not  England  prohibit  our  cotton  during  the  opera,* 
tion  of  the  high  tariff  of  1898?  Because  the  spon- 
dies  and  the  looms  of  Birmingham  a 
would  have  stopped  still  in  a  moment, 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  poor  laborers  are  < 
dent  on  its  mann/acture  for  a  support.  If  '. 
land  were  to  prohibit  our  cotton,  she  would 
have  dtotisss  with  a  vengeance.  An  army  of  in- 
furiated paupers  would  soon  be  on  their  march  as 
London.  The  same  influences  operate  in  fianon. 
to  the  extent  to  which  she  consumes  our  cotton. 

But  (be  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (lit; 
Raarr]  seems  to  think  that  a  duty  of  90  per  sens, 
upon  French  silks  and  wines  will  operate  as  a  pro- 
hibition of  the  importation  of  those  axtieles  sate 
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this  country.    And,  after  atmming  this  position,  be 
we  went  on  to  show  the  disastrous  consequences  to 
che  cotton-growing  region,  resulting  from  it.    Wei!, 
this  is  a  very  con? en  ent  wty  of  proving  a  propo- 
sition.   Lei  ibis  system  cf  logic  once  be  adopted, 
and  it  will  dispense  with  all  msntal  labor  for  the  fu- 
toft,    It  puts  a'l  men  upon  a  level  in  argument. 
The  member  has  made  a  discovery  much  greater 
than  that  of  Arcbimides.    The  latter  said,  give 
him  a  fulcrum  for  his  lever,  and  be  would  lift  the 
globe.    The  member  from  South  Carolina  has  al- 
ready found  a  fulcrum  for  bis  lever,  by  which  he 
tarns  over  the  whole  world  of  argument  in  a  mo- 
ment; and  that  is,  to  give  him  his  premises,  and  be 
wilt  prove  any  proposition,  confute  any  theory.    A 
dntj  of  30  per  cent,  prevent  the  importation  of  silks 
and  wines !    Why  does  not  a  duty  of -40  per  cent, 
prevent  the  importation  of  broadcloths?    And  the 
case  is  much  stronger  than  this  in  favor  of  the  non- 
prohibition  of   American  cotton  in  France;  for, 
whilst  we  manufacture  broadcloths  in  this  country, 
and  could  obtain  them  at  home,  (a1  though  of  not 
so  good  a  quality,  and  that  is  the  cause  of  their  im- 
portation,) yet  in  France  they  raise  no  cotton,  and 
.cannot  get  it  elsewhere  than  from  us.    Why  does 
not  the  enormous  duly  exacted  upon  our  tobacco  in 
France,  Germany,  and  Holland,  pie  vent  its  impor- 
tation there?    Because  the  wealthy  will  enjoy  the 
luxuries  of  life,  and  the  greater  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing them,  the  greater  luxuries  they  become. 
My  friend  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Thompson] 
proved  conclusively  that  a  moderate  increase  oi 
price  on  luxuries  never  lessens  their  consumption. 
Would  any  man  who  wears  broadcloth  cease  to  do 
so  if  it  were  to  cost  30  per  cent,  more  than  at  pre- 
sent?   Would  any  lady  who  wears  silk  cease  to  do 
no  if  it  were  to  advance  20  per  cent,  in  value? 
Would  any  one  who  now  indulges  himself  with 
costly  wines  drink  less  if  they  were  to  cost  20  per 
cent,  mere?    It  appears  to  me  that  no  one  who  isat 
all  acquainted  with  the  human  character,  and  the 
habit*  and  the  customs  of  our  people,  can  for  a 
moment  believe  that  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on 
luxuries  will  lessen  iheir  consumption.     And  if 
perchance  it  sheuld  do  it,  to  the  estent  of  20  per 
cent,  even,  it  will  then  serve  to  restore  the  balance 
of  trade  between  this  country  and  France,  and  thus 
prevent  the  annual  exportation  of  our  specie  to 
supply  that  balance.    So  it  must  be  of  some  ad- 
vantage in  either  point  of  view. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  who 
addressed  us  so  ably  and  eloquently  on  this  subject, 
argued  at  great  length  to  prove  that  the  Compro- 
mise Aet  or  1832  was  a  settlement  of  the  question, 
having  all  the  binding  obligation  of  a  solemn  com- 
pact; obligatory,  in  respect  to  faith  and  honor,  not 
only  until,  but  after,  July,  1842.  And  yet,  a  few 
moments  afterwards,  he  admitted  that  it  might  be 
revised,  when  it  was  necessary  to  raise  revenue  for 
an  economical  administration  of  the  Government. 
This  is  my  view  exactly.  We  both  agree  that 
there  is  a  deficit  of  revenue  of  at  least  ten  millions, 
and  yet  he  refuses  to  apply  his  principles  to  the 
emergency  when  it  has  arisen.  He  remarked,  that 
the  admitting  the  unprotected  articles  free  of  duty 
was  one  of  the  advantages  secured  to  the  protective 
system  in  the  Compromise  Act  I  know  that;  and 
if  he  is  so  much  opposed  to  the  protective  policy, 
why  does  he  now  attempt  to  deprive  its  friends  of 
this  advantage,  by  equalizing  the  duties,  and  thus 
prevent  the  imposition  of  higer  duties  on  the  pro- 
tected articles  He  admitted  we  were  the  weaker 
party,  and  warned  us  to  stand  on  the  defensive. 
Would  it  not  be  better  for  us  to  anticipate  the  ene- 
my, and  put  it  beyond  his  power  to  injure  us?  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  admitted  that  this  Com- 
promise Act  can  be  revived  without  a  breach  of 
faith,  whever  there  is  a  necessity  to  raise  revenue 
for  an  economical  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  gentleman  also  admitted  that  there 
was  now  a  deficit  of  ten  millions.  Then  1  call 
upon  him,  as  a  Southern  man,  as  an  anti-protec- 
tive man,  to  unite  with  me  in  preventing  the  impo- 
aitions  of  fuither  duties  on  the  protected  articles, 
and  let  us  equalize  the  duties  by  imposing  them  on 
luxuries.  But  the  gentleman  insisted  that,  by 
moving  in  this  business  now,  we  afford  a  pretext  to 
the  tariff  men  to  raise  the  duties  to  20  per  cent,  on  , 
that  class  of  protested  articles  now  paying  km  than 


that  rate.  Sir,  when  that  is  necessary  for  revenue, 
I  for  one  am  willing  to  do  it.  J  am  for  equaliza- 
tion oi  duties.  That  is  the  ptitform  on  which  the 
South  shoo  M  stand.  We  are  the  weaker  party; 
and  if  we  insist  on  discrimination  now,  we  are  pre- 
paring a  "chalice"  which  we  may  hereafter  have 
"commended  to  our  own  lips." 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  labored  to  prove 
that  ibe  present  was  only  a  temporary  and  not  a 
permanent  deficiency;  and  that  as  soon  as  confi- 
dence is  restored,  and  trade  revives,  the  revenae 
under  the  Compromise  Act  will  be  sufficient  to 
meet  the  expenditures  of  the  Government.  I  dif- 
fer with  him  entirely.  I  have  attempted  to  show 
that  there  is  a  debt  of  more  than  twenty  millions 
(hat  will  fall  upon  the  next  four  years,  and  this 
must  be  paid  in  addition  to  the  current  expendi- 
tures. But  1  believe  that,  if  we  were  entirely  out 
of  debt,  in  the  present  ruinous  and  defenceless  con* 
dition  of  the  country,  the  revenae  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  meet  the  necessary  expenditures.  Sir, 
the  public  money  has  been  eqoandered,  wastefuliy 
squandered,  upon  favorite  partisans,  and  by  faith- 
less agents.  We  most  not  only  provide  for  the 
present,  but  for  the  neglect  and  misrule  of  the  past, 
and  the  exigencies  of  the  future.  Why,  what  is 
onr  present  condition*  Our  army  brought  into  dis- 
repute—our navy  going  to  wreck— our  fortifica- 
tions deseited— without  barracks,  without  foun- 
dries, without  harbors,  without  every  thing,  in  fact, 
which  is  calculated  to  prove  our  pride  in  peace, 
and  our  defence  in  war. 

1  shall  not  shrink  from  a  discharge  of  duty  for 
fear  of  the  demagogue  cry  that  I  am  in  favor  of  a 
splendid  and  expensive  Government.  Those  who 
knows  me,  know  that  I  am  no  friend  to  consolida- 
tion, or  to  an  unnecessary  strengthening  of  the  pow- 
ers of  the  General  Government.  I  believe  a  great 
crisis  is  approaching  in  the  history  of  the  world, 
"and  that  it  behooves  the  United  States  of  America 
to  put  herself  in  a  situation  to  protect  onr  flag  and 
oar  commerce  abroad,  and  out  free  institutions  at 
home.  Although  I  am  opposed  to  standing  armies 
in  time  of  peace,  in  the  spirit  and  for  the  purpose 
for  which  they  are  kept  up  in  the  monarchies  of 
Europe,  yet  I  do  believe  that  our  army  should  be  1 
put  in  such  a  state  of  discipline  as  to  form  a  nu- 
clens  around  which  the  military  feeling  of  the  na- 
tion may  rally  whenever  our  yeomanry  shall 
have  to  leave  their -firesides  and  their  homes,  in 
order  to  defend  them  (torn  a  foreign  foe.  The  ci- 
vilised world  is  on  the  eve  of  a  great  convulsion* 
Throughout  the  States  of  Europe,  liberal  princi- 
ples, ready  jte  burst  forth  into  action,  are  suppress- 
ed by  the  sword  and  baronet;  national  differences 
are  widening  every  day?  the  wisdom  and  forbear- 
ance of  statesman  can  scarcely  repress  the  fervor 
of  excitement;  and  after  a  peace  of  twenty-five 
years,  three  millions  of  armed  men  stand'  ready  to 
shed  each  other's  blood.  When  the  collision  does 
take  place,  it  will  be  to  the  political  world  what 
the  shock  of  the  earthquake  is  to  the  natural;  and 
thrones  and  dominions,  principalities,  and  powers, 
will  be  shaken  to  their  base.  Can  we,  intimately 
connected,  as  we.  are  getting  to  be  in  oar  commer- 
cial relations,  with  the  great  powers  of  Europe — 
can  we  expect  to  steer  clear  of  difficulty?  And  if 
we  maintain  an  armed  neutrality,  as  we  ought,  and 
no  doubt  should  attempt  to  do,  ought  we  not  to 
prepare  ourselves  for  such  a  position? 

Gentlemen,  may  say  this  is  all  conjecture.  If  so, 
let  us  look  at  something  a  little  more  tangible. 
Every  one  must  admit  that  our  present  relations 
with  England  augur  any  thing  else  than  peace  and 
harmony.  The  bayonet  of  the  Briton  is  gleaming 
on  our  Northeastern  border,  and  a  portion  of  the 
American  soil  is  now  trodden,  /srefftle  trodden,  by 
foreign  feet.  Sir,  this  is  no  Northern  question- 
no  sectional  question— but  a  great  national  question, 
involving  national  honor  and  national  rights.  And 
if  force  does  become  necessary  to  vindicate  the 
national  character,  we  of  the  South,  as  well  as  the 
North,  will  not  only  pour  out  our  revenue,  but  we 
will  pour  out' our  blood.  England  has  also  taken 
possession  of  the  mouth  of  Columbia  river,  the 
great  outlet  through  which  the  commerce  of  poste- 
rity will  go  freighted  to  the  bosom  of  the  Pacifie, 
and  in  a  territory  which  we  claim  as  indisputably 
ours.    We  cannot  much  longer  submit  to  these  ag 


gresafona;  and  when  we  do  act,  we  should  be  in  * 
position  to  sustain  ourselves  with  honor.    Let  il 
not  be  said  I  am  endeavoring  to  get  tfp  a  war-ex- 
citement against  England.    I  shall  be  ihs  \a<  one 
to  insist  upon  war,  whilst  the  country  is  in   its  pre- 
sent defenceless  condition.    Mr.  Chairman,  with 
all  my  admiration  for  the  greatness  and  glory  of 
England,  yet  I  leok  with  fearful  apprehension  up- 
on the  dangers  of  a  collision   with  that  gigantic 
power.  With  an  ambition  more  grasping  than  that 
of  Rome  in  her  palmiest  days,  she  u  extending  her    , 
Brisrean  arms  into    every  region  of  this  mighty 
globe.    Her  flag  is  is  floating  in  every  breeze,  her 
ships  are  covering  every  sea.    Universal  dominion 
seems  to  be  her  object  and  her  aim.    Suppose  we 
should  be  precipitated  into  a   war  with  England — 
what  would  be  oar  condition?    Our  army  reduced 
to  a  handful,  and  they  in  the  swamps  of  Florida, 
held  at  bay  by  the  savsge.    Our  navy  con  isting 
of  but  a  few  frigates,  and  still  fewer  ships,  and  they 
unfit  for  service.    Our  fortifications  unmanned  aod 
decaying  for  want  of  repairs.    Without  barracks, 
without  ordnance,  without  munitions  oi'  war;  and, 
what  is  still  worse  than  all  these,  with   an  empty 
Treasury,  and  no  means  of  supplying  it.    With 
twenty  thousand  veterans  on  our  Northern  border, 
England  would  invade  our  territory  and  lay  our 
frontiers  in  ruins.    With  a  fleet  of  steam -ships, 
she  wonld  ravage  our  coasts,  and  lay  our  cities 
in  ashes.    By    throwing  a  few    regiments  of  her  ' 
manumitted  West  India  s'ave   troops  upon  our 
Southern  coast,  she  would  excite  a  domestic  insur- 
rection  there.     Her   machinations  would    soon 
reach  the   sixty    thousand    Indian  warriors  that 
are  congregated  on  our  Western  border,   whose 
yell  would  resound  from  the  Mississippi  to    the 
AlleghacieF.     This  Indian  population  is  already 
restless   and    discontented.      With    a    lingering 
eye    they    look  back  upon  the  deserted  craves 
of  their  fathers,   and,  with  feelings   exasperated 
and    almost  goaded    into    madness   by    the    in- 
fliction of  their  accumulated  wrongs,  they  are  pre- 
pared for  a  sudden  outbreak,  whenever  there  is  the  . 
least  prospect  of  success.    Thus  hemmed  in  on  all 
sides — on  the  North,  on  the  West,  on  the  Eastern 
and  Southern  coasts — what  would  be  rur  situation? 
Gentlemen  may  say  these  dangers  are  all  imagina- 
ry, and  that  we  should  triumph  over  all  these  diffi- 
culties.   I  know  it,  sir;  I  know  it.    American  pa- 
triotism and  American  prowes*  would  save  us  in 
the  end,  and  expel  the  invader  from  our  soil.    But 
bow  much  suffering  would  it  cost   o>?  how  much 
blood  would  it  shed?    How  many  a  widowed  heart 
would  it  wring  with  anguish?  h  >w  many  an  orphan 
would  it  leave  parentless  in  the  wurid?    In  the 
mean  time,  what  "would  become  (four  commerce, 
which  is  extending  itself  into  every  part  of  the 
world?    Exposed  to  the  power  and  rapacity  of  our 
enemies,  our  little  navy  would  be  sbatte.  ed  to  pieces, 
and  our  commerce  driven  from  the  ocean. 

I  said  I  was  opposed  to  large  standing  armies  in 
time  of  peace.  Not  so  with  a  navy.  There  are 
associations  connected  wih  our  gilhntnavy  which 
should  endear  it  to  the  heart  of  every  American 
patriot.  Its  heroic  exploits  during  the  last  war 
taught  England  what  she  had  to  fear  from  Ameri- 
can valor,  even  on  her  own  favorite  element.  And, . 
owing  to  the  relative  position  of  our  country  to  the 
European  Powers,  if  we  ever  have  a  protracted 
war  with  any  of  mem,  it  must  be  a  maritime  war 
mainly.  What  protection  could  our  small  navy 
afford  to  our  commerce  against  the  numbers  and 
the  strength  of  theirs?  Look  to  England,  France, 
Russia— even  Turkey  and  Egypt;  thev  are  increas- 
ing their  naval  power  daily.  The  Mediterranean 
is  literally  shingled  over  with  the  fleets  of  the  Euro- 
pean Powers.  The  East  and  West  Indian  Archi- 
pelagoes are  covered  with  English  ships,  and  the 
commercial  system  of  China  and  the  East  in  dan- 
ger  of  being  entirely  revolutionized,  or  pat  on  a 
new  footing.  France  is  sending  her  hostile  naval 
armaments  almost  to  our  own  doors.  One  day  we 
see  her  battering  down  the  castle  of  St.  Joan  de 
Ulna,  in  Mexico,  and  the  next  blockading  the  port 
of  Buenos  Ay  res;  and  all  this,  too,  whilst,  accord- 
ing  to  the  official  organ,  as  quoted  by  my  friend  * 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Davis,]  there  is  not  a  port 
beyond  our  own  shores  where  American  commerce 
can  float  in  safety.    England  and  France  and  Rut* 
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sia  are  building  steam  ships  daily;  not  one  or  two, 
by  stinted  appropriations,  as  we  are,  but  whole 
fleets  of  them. 
Mr.  GanmsLfc.  Yes,  building  them  in  this  coun- 
Mr. &.  Yes,  sir,  building  them  in  our  own  conn- 
try— here,  in  oar  own  ship  yaroV-to  be  sent  back, 
perhaps,  at  some  future  time,  for  the  purpose  of 
battering  down  our  cities,  and  destroying  oar  corn- 


With  these  facts  before  me,  I  deem  it  the  part  of 

Srudenceto  prepare  for  danger  before  it  arrives, 
•et  us  organize  our  army,  increase  it  sufficiently  to 
man  our  fortifications,  and  provide  military  posts 
for -our  frontier  defence.  Let  us  erect  barracks  for 
our  soldiers,  and  establish  foundries  for  the  manu- 
facture of  munitions  of  war.  Above  all,  let  us  in- 
crease our  navy  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce, 
and  send  the  American  flag  to  float  in  triumph  in 
every  part  of  the  world.  Let  us  build  steam  ships 
.  for  the  protection  of  our  harbors  and  depot?,  and 
for  the  defence  of  our  coasts.  More  especially 
ought  we  to  do  this,  since  it  is  beginning  to  be  ad- 
mined  that  the  application  of  steam  to  vessels  of 
war  is  likely  to  change  the  whole  system  of  naval 
warfare;  and  that  vessels  of  this  description  are, 
above  all  others,  calculated  for  coast  defence.  In 
order  to  do  (his,  we  must  have  money;  the  only 
practicable  way  of  obtaining  money  is  from  a  duty 
on  imports;  and,  in  laying  this  duty,  reference 
should  be  had  to  the  great  leading  interests  of  the 
country;  the  benefits  should  be  diffused,  and  the 
burdens  equalized.  This  can  be  done  only  by  an 
equalization  of  duties;  and  that  is  what  is  contem- 
plated by  the  proposition  of  my  friend  from  New 
York. 

And,  Mi.  Chairman,  in  organizing  our  revenue 
system,  I  take  the  distinct  ground  now  that  I  am  in 
favor  of  raising  sufficient  revenue  from  customs 
for  the  support  of  the  Government,  exclusive  of 
that  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
That  I  am  in  favor  of  distributing  among  the  States. 
I  shall  not  go  into  a  discussion  of  this  question 
now;  when  the  subject  fairly  comes  up,  I  will  give 
my  views  upon  it.  Suffice  it  to  tay  that,  whilst  I 
am  providing  for  our  national  defence,  I  am  also  in 
favor  of  providing  for  the  moral  and  intellectual 
improvement  of  our  people,  and  extending  to  them 
the  means  of  prosperity  and  comfort,  as  far  as  is 
consistent. with  the  limits  of  the  Constitution.  As 
to  the  lands  ceded,  you  are  bound  by  the  deeds  of 
cession  to  dispose  of  them  "for  the  common  use 
and  benefit  of  ail  the  States;"  and  as  to  those  ac- 
quired by  purchase,  yon  may,  in  your  discretion, 
"dispose"  of  them  as  you  may  think  most  condu- 
cive to  the  public  good.  Let  us,  then,  dispose  of 
them  by  distributing  them  among  the  S'ates,  to  be 
applied  by  them  either  to  education,  internal  im- 
provement, the  payment  of  their  debts,  or  any  other 
purpose  they  may  prefer.  Thus,  whilst  providing 
for  our  national  defence,  we  shall  be  extending  the 
blessings  and  conveniences  of  domestic  prosperity 
and  happiness. 

I  was  surprised  at  the  zeal  with  which  my  friend 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisn]  opposed  this  proposi- 
tion of  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands.  I  had  always  supposed  that  this  was  a  car- 
dinal principle  of  the  Whig  creed;  and,  whilst  I  do 
not  presume  to  arraign  that  gentleman  for  his  opi- 
nion, yet  I  do  not  recognise  in  him  the  right  to  ar- 
raign me  for  mine.  When  he  says  no  8tate  rights 
man  can  go  for  this  system,  I  put  in  4<a  plea  to  the 
jurisdiction."  Upon  the  question  of  State  rights, 
humble  as  my  course  has  been,  I  am  ready  to  com* 
pare  it  with  his,  without  any  tear  of  suffering  by 
the  comparison.  He  attempted  to  cast  ridicule 
upon  the  proposition  of  distribution,  by  calling  it  a 
preposition  to  "distribute  a  deficiency."  Why,  ne 
one  ever  thought  of  distributing  a  revenue  from 
this  source  before  it  had  accrued — for  such  a  thing 
would  be  an  absurdity — although  they  might  wish 
to  make  provision  for  its  distribution  qfUr  collec- 
tion. But  there  is  not  so  great  an  absurdity  in 
"distributing  a  deficiency;"  after  all,  if  he  will  have 
it  so.  It  can  only  be  done  by  distributing  the  bur- 
dens necessary  to  supply  a  deficiency;  and,  as  we 
can  do  that  only  by  a  duty  on  imports,  we  propose 
to  distribute  the  burdens  by  an  equalization  of  du- 


ties, which  will  operate  equally  on  all  sections  of 
the  Union. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  the  coarse  of 
his  remarks,  did  me  the  honor  to  refer  to  me  as  a 
nujlifier,  who  stood  ready  to  oppose  the  march  of 
an  invading  army  to  South  Carolina,  in  the  dark 
period  of  1833.  He  appealed  to  ray  State  rights 
principles,  and  warned  me  against  what  he  is  pleased 
to  call  a  revival  of  the  tariff,  lest  the  *ame  Mircing 
scenes  may  again  return.  Yes  sir,  I  was  a  nulli- 
fier  then;  and,  no  matter  what  may.  have  been  the 
motives  of  those  who  were  most  prominent  in  that 
contest,  for  myself,  I  must  say,  1  was  actuated  by 
the  youthful  impulse  of  patriotic  feeling.  And 
when  he  referred  to  that  dark  period  when  the  cloud 
of  civil  commotion  was  seen  in  the  distant  horizon, 
he  touched  a  cord  in  my  bosom  which  vibrated 
throughout  my  frame.  It  revived  some  of  the  most 
stirring  associations,  which  have  not  been  destroyed 
by  the  lapse  of  years.  And  I  know  not  whether  1 
was  most  excited  at  the  thrilling  picture  which  he 
drew  of  our  determination  to  maintain  our  rights 
at  the  hazard  of  our  blood,  or  mollified  when,  a 
moment  after,  I  reflected  upon  the  present  time- 
serving policy  of  those  men  on  whom  all  the  en- 
thusiastic admiration  of  my  youthful  heart  was 
once  lavished.  Yes,  I  was  then  in  favor  of  Stale 
interposition — not  from  any  (actions  opposition  to 
the  execution  of  the  laws— not  from  any  wish,  to 
dismember  this  glorious  and  happy  Union — not 
that  I  cared  for  the  fine-spun  theories  and  sophisti- 
cal arguments  with  which  this  question  was  mysti- 
fied and  enveloped — but  because  South  Carolina 
was  struggling  against  the  same  system,  which  I 
believed  to  be  founded  in  unconstitutional  oppres- 
sion. The  most  aggravating  circumstance  of  that 
event  was  not  the  attempt  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  execute  its  laws,  but  the  cold  and  heartless 
scorn  which,  prevailed  in  a  certain  section— the 
careless  indifference  with  which  it  was  thieatened 
to  force  freemen  into  submission  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet;  and  that,  too,  when  a 
tyrant,  raving  and  thirsting  lor  blood,  urged 
on  by  the  demon  of  revenge  that  was  gnaw- 
ing at  bis  heart,  with  as  insatiable  an  appetite  as 
that  of  the  vulture  that  preyed  upon  the  liver  of  the 
fabled  Prometheus — when  this  tyrant,  I  say,  was 
profanely  swearing  "by  the  Eternal"  that  he  would 
hang  on  a  gallows  as  high  as  Hamanto  men  whom 
I  then  believed  to  be  actuated  by  the  purest  im- 
pulses of  patriotism.  Gentlemen  may  say  this 
was  a  youthful  indiscretion;  still  it  was  the  honest 
conviction  of  my  heart.  And  I  yet  believe  that 
there  must  be  a  conservative  principle  in  the  States 
of  this  Union  to  arrest  the  progress  of  Federal 
usurpation,  when  the  dangers  of  resistance  become 
preferable  to  further  submission.  In  other  word*, 
I  believe  ihat  the  action  of  a  State,  in  her  highest 
sovereign  capacity,  establishes  a  relation  between 
such  State  and  the  Federal  Government,  that  for- 
bids the  idea  of  force  by  the  latter  until  conciliation 
and  compromise  have  been  tried  in  vain;  a*nd  that, 
when  collision  does  take  place,  such  action  on  the 
part  of  a  State  prevents  the  relation  between  that 
State  and  the  General  Government,  of  rebel  on  the 
one  hand  and  sovereign,  on  the  other.  It  might  be 
a  cause  of  war;  but  the  idea  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment punishing  as  rebels  men  shielded  by  State 
authority  is  consolidation.  It  ia  making  Slate 
rights— about  which  we  hear  so  much— nothing 
more  than  those  revolutionary  rights  which  are 
possessed  by  serfs  of  Russia  or  the  slaves  of  Mus- 
cat. This,  sir,  in  a  few  words,  is  my  idea  of  State 
interposition.  Call  it  nullification,  revolution,  or 
what  you  will,  still  I  believe  it  to  be  the  great  ba- 
lance-wheel of  oar  system— the  great  conservatitt 
principle  that  is  to  preserve  the  federative  feature 
of  our  Government,  .and  to  save  it  from  consolida- 
tion. 

Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  do  not  insist  that  nullification  is  a  remedy, 
under  the  Constitution,  necessarily  peaceful  in  its 
operation.  I  have  no  idea  that  a  collision  between 
a  State  and  the  General  Government  was  ever  con- 
templated by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  or 
provided  for  in  that  instrument.  But  I  insist  that, 
when  such  collision  does  take  place,  owing  to  the 
peculiar  characteiof  our  institutions,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  Constitution  is  a  compact  between 


sovereign  o  tales,  it  establishes  the  relation  between 
the  contending  patties  of  belligerent  sovereigns, 
who  are  to  be  governed  and  restricted  by  the  laws 
of  nations.  Neither  do  I  believe  that  the  General 
Government  is  rendered  powerless  for  action, 
whenever  a  State  declares  that  an  act  of  Congress 
shall  be  inoperative  within  its  limits.  Whenever 
that  contingency  happens,  it  becomes  a  matter  cf 
consideration  with  the  General  Government,  whe- 
ther it  will  yield  its  construction  of  the  law  to  that 
of  the  State — whether  it  will  pause  temporanlv. 
for  the  sake  ot  conciliation,  as  1  believe  it  should 
— or  whether  it  will  immediately  enforce  its  own 
construction  by  physical  force.  I  can  hardly  con- 
ceive a  case  of  State  resistance  fo  national  laws, 
where  physical  force  would  not  necessari/ /  follow; 
and,  my  word  for  it,  no  State  will  ever  ool/ify  a 
law  of  Congress  until  it  has  prepared  itself  to  fight. 
But  here  is  the  great  value  and  advantage  of  Suite 
interposi'ion:  when  force  is  used  by  the  General 
Government,  and  open  war  follow*,  as  it  neces- 
sarily must,  the  citizens  of  a  State,  acting  under 
State  authority,  when  taken  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  cannot  be  ban?  as  traitors  against  the  na- 
tion, but  must,  from  the  nature  and  genius  of  our 
institutions,  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  It 
never  dan  be,  that  men,  acting  in  obedience  to8tate 
authority,  are  to  be  placed  on  the  same  footing 
with  a  lawless  band  of  individuals  assembled  to- 
gether for  the  purpose  of  arresting  the  execution  of 
the  law?,  without  having  any  political  organiza- 
tion or  legal  sanction  whatever. 

I  am  aware  there  is  still  a  lingering  prejudice  in 
a  certain  quarter  against  all  who  have  ever  favor- 
ed this  principle  of  State  interposition.  I  can  as- 
sure my  Whig  friends  here,  that  it  h>,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  the  energy,  the  daring,  and  patriotic 
enthusiasm  of  the  advocates  of  State  Rights,  mar 
our  victory  in  the  Southern  States  is  to  he  attri- 
buted in  the  late  contest.  Hi  -  error  of  our  North- 
ern friend*  consists  in  this: '  they  identify  State 
Rights  with  South  Carolina,  and  the  course  and 
conduct  of  South  Carolina  politicians.  Haws 
never  was  a  greater  mistake.  No  one  can  fed 
more  indignant  than  we  do,  at  witnessing  the  de- 
spotic and  high  toned  Federal  measures  to  which  a 
profession  of  State  Rights  is  made  subservient  Is 
that  quarter.  It  would  be  as  unjust  to  condemn 
the  Christian  religion  for  all  the  cruelties  and  per- 
secutions committed  in  its  name  during  the  dark 
ages,  as  to  condemn  State  Rights  for  all  the  politi- 
cal heresies  and  federal  oppressions  that  are  now 
practised  in  their  name. 

But  I  am  told  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  aide 
that  the  principles  I  advocate  are  in  opposition  to 
State  Rights.  It  has  become  very  fashionable  with 
that  party  of  late  to  talk  of  State  Rights.  Men  who 
have  been  the  uniform  supporters  of  the  moat  Fe- 
deral Administration  that  ever  existed  in  thhri 
try,  now,  when  they  are  driven  from  power, 
to  prate  about  State  Rights  and  the  Constitution. 
The  gentlemen  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Twoamoar,) 
from  Alabama,  {Mr.  Hubbard,]  and  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Vamoerpoxl,]  delivered  to  us  bounties 
upon  economy,  and  the  duty  of  keeping  within  the 
limits  of  the  Constitution.  Why,  what  do  tiao&e 
geutlemen  know  about  State  Rights  and  constitu- 
tional restriction*?  Have  they  not  been  the  con- 
sistent supporters  of  an  Administration  that  m 
steeped,  doubly  6teeped,  in  the  darktst  dye  of  Fe- 
deralism? Have  they  forgotten  their  course  on 
the  New  Jersey  question?  Have  they  forgotten 
the  course  of  their  colaborers  in  the  Senate,  in  ar- 
raigning the  Stales  of  this  Union  for  daring  lo  go 
in  debt?  When  I  think  of  these  things,  am!  then 
hear  these  gentlemen  talking  of  State  Rigkts,  I  am 
reminded  of  Robespierre  haranguing  the  Jacobin 
club  on  the  blessings  of  freedom,  whilst  the  bends 
of  innocent  victims  were  borne  on  pikes  through 
the  streets  of  Paris.  I  cannot  afford  to  learn  Smut 
Rights  in  such  a  school. 

Mr?  Chairman,  I  must  confess  that  I  was  not  on- 
ly surprised  but  pained  at  the  general  tenor  of  the 
speech  of  my  friend  from  Virginia.  In  the  ontnst 
of  his  remarks,  he  alluded  to  certain  misrepresen- 
tations and  suspicions  which,  he  said,  had  been  in- 
dulged in  towards  him.  As  to  me,  he  know/a,  ar 
he  ought  to  know,  that  I  am  the  last  one  in  me 
world  to  do  him  injustice.    He  is  "grappled  to  my 
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gen  ^ith  a  book  of  steel,"  too  strong  lo  be  broken 
|  any  political  developments  here.  I  have  huug 
gon  bis  eloquence  witb  loo  much  rapture,  I  have 
|ped  upon  bis  brilliant  and  gallant  career  with  too 
Itease  an  admiration v  to  indulge  the  least  censure 
gainst  Jus  course.  For  me  to  attempt  to  admo- 
*a  him,  or  to  criticise  his  conduct,  would  be  like 
,  raw  recruit  attempting  to  lecture  an  experienced 

ral  upon  the  art  of  war.    Suspect  him!    No, 
No  one  suspects  him;  no  one  can.    No  one 
j»  a  right  to  suspect  bim.    His  services  have  been 
it  great,  his  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  his 
extntry  has  been  too  well  proven,  to  allow  any  one 
»  suspect  for  a  moment  toe  purity  of  his  motives, 
^though  we  may  feel  grieved  that  a  sincere  con- 
rictioB  of  duty  may  lead  him  10  differ  with  his 
Itiands.    And,  sir,  I  must  say,  my  feelings  compel 
a*  to  say,  that  his  speech  fell  ominously  upon  my 
mr.    And  onght  the  genileman  to  complain  that 
lis  views  have  been  the  subject  of  conversation 
kttd  conjecture?    It  is  the  highest  compliment  that 
«uld  be  paid  him.    We  know  the  strength  of  his 
giant  arm  too  well  not  to  feel  annoyed  even  at  the 
MBbibiuty  of  losing  his  aid  in  carrying  out  the  great 
system  of  reform  which  we  have  promised  to  the 
country.    We  know  that  he  was  one  of  the  first 
vho  dared  to  "beard  the  Douglass   in  bis  hall, 
tad  the  lion  in*  his   den."    We   know    that  he 
iaked   not   only  his  political   but    his    personal 
afety,  in  dragging  from  their  hiding  places  the  foul 
igents  of  corruption,  and  exposing  their  enormi- 
ies  to  the  light  of  day.    And  will  he  not  allow  us 
jo  express  our  regret,  our  sorrow,  at  the  prosper  t 
>f  a  difference  of  opinion  between  him  and  us?    It 
ip^>eared  to  me  that  he  travelled  out  of.  his  way 
jo  attack  most  of  the  great  principles  under  which 
are  have  marched  to  victory,  and  to  which  we  stand 
pledged  to  the  people  to  conform  our  action.  Whilst 
tearing  testimony  to  the  utility  and  necessity  of  a 
National  Bank,  yet  be  says  he  is  opposed  to  moot- 
ing the  subject  until  confidence  Is  restored.    Sir, 
lawe  we  not  advocated  such  an  institution  as  the 
great  agent  for    restoring  confidence?    Would  he 
leave  in  operation,and  unrepealed,  the  Sub-Treasury, 
which  has  so  long  been  the  theme  of  his  withering 
denunciation?    Or  would  he  resort  temporarily  to 
the  State  bank  system,  which  be  has  equally  con- 
demned?   Is  he  for  waiting  until  there  is  no  com- 
merce to  foster,  no  revenue  to  preserve? 

He  protested  in  advance  against  an  extra  session, 
and  yet  says  he  is  for  consultation  and  compro- 
mise. Why,  then,  not  wait  until  General  Harri- 
son has  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting  hi* 
friends  on  such  a  step?  Why  furnish,  in  advance, 
our  enemies  with  an  argument  against  us,  in  case 
an  extra  session  shall  be  found  to  be  indispensa- 
ble? He  says  such  a  measure  would  be  unwise  in 
the  present  excited  state  of  political  feeling,  and 
tells  us  to  go  home  and  consult  our  constituents. 
[%  there  a  member  here  who  does  not  know  the 
reelings  and  wishes  of  his  constituents?  My  friend 
sertainly  does  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  the  great 
political  excitement  through  which  we  have  just 
passed  was  the  mere  effervescence  of  popular  feel- 
ing, and  not  the  result  of  calm  and  dispassionate 
conviction. .  If  so,  he  has  himself  been  deceived, 
for  he  marched  in  the  front  of  the  battle.  Has  not 
reform-— a  thorough  and  speedy  reform— been  our 
watch- word?  Has  it  not  floated  on  our  banner*? — 
has  it  not  been  constantly  on  our  lips? — has  it  not 
nerved  and  animated  our  hearts?  The  glory  of  our 
triumph  has  been,  that  it  was  the  result  of  an  im- 
pulse that  came  bounding  from  the  hearts  of  a 
wronged  and  indignant  people.  We  have  labored 
under  the  same  grievances,  and  been  animated  by 
the  same  enthusiasm*  from  the  Aroostook  to  the 
Sabine,  and  fr:m  the  ocean  to  the  mountains.  And 
never  was  there  a  representative  body  so  well  cal- 
culated to  reflect  the  views,  and  carry  out  the  wishes 
of  their  constituents,  as  the  Congress  that  is  to  suc- 
ceed us.  And,  after  having  conquered  in  a  great 
battle,  shall  we  stop  short,  like  Hannibal  at  the 
gates  of  Rome,  without  possessing  ourselves  of  the 
citadel?  No,  sir,  jio,  sir.  Let  us  press  forward. 
Let  us  carry  out  ike  system  of  reform  which  we 
have  promised  to  the  peeple — a  reform  not  only  of 
men,  but  of  measures.  And  now  is  the  time,when 
the  popular  impulse  is  up,  before  the  enemy  has 
Ume  to  recover  from  his  defeat;  and  the  sooner  we 


act,  tbe  more  speedy  will  be  the  relief  to  the  coun- 
try. For  if,  after  all  the  promises  we  have  made, 
and  all  the  high  hope?  and  expectations  we  have 
excited,  we  now  stop  short,  and  leave  to  time  to  ef- 
fect what  can  only  be  done  by  prompt  and  decisive 
action — if  we  leave  the  currency  of  the  country 
still  to  suffer,  the  commerce  to  languish,  the  public 
money  unprotected,  the  Treasury  bankrupt,  the 
places  of  trust  and  honor  in  the  hands  of  political 
gamblers,  we  shall  soon  find  that  oar  triumph  will 
be  as  short-lived  as  it  will  be  barren  in  its  fruits, 
and  that,  after  all,  we  shall  have  but 


u  A  barren*  eceptre  in  oar  gripe." 

Boon  "to  be  wrenched  with  eo  unlinesl  hud, 
No"  friend  "of  oureiucceeding." 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  said  he  was  op- 
posed to  proscription  for  opinion's  sake.  And  who 
is  not?  Yet  why  indulge  the  supposition,  the  pro- 
bability, or  even  possibility,  of  General  Harrison 
removing  any  one  trom  office  for  this  cause  alone? 
I,  too,  am  opposed  to  such  a  course;  yet  I  believe 
that,  if  "honesty,  capability,  and  faithfulness  to 
the  Constitution,"  are  to  constitute  the  criterion 
for  office,  the  official  corps  will  be  thoroughly  re- 
organized, and,  if  tbe -opinions  of  my  friend  are 
not  changed,  he  must  enter  lain  the  same  views. 
I  know  he  would  not  retain  in  his  office  that  band  of 
plunderers  and  defaulters  whose  peculations  he  has 
himself  so  ably  exposed;  and,  if  I  do  not  mistake 
bis  opinions,  he  believes  a  system  of  investigation 
would  expose  the  same  corruption  iu  every  branch 
of  the  public  service. 

My  friend  from  Virginia,  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, made  an  allusion  to  my  State,  in  reply  to  a 
playful  remark  of  my  friend  and  colleague,  [Mr. 
Stanly,]  which  I  thought  a  little  unkind,  knowing, 
as  he  said,  our  sensitiveness  on  the  subject.  He 
remarked  that  North  Carolina  had  so  long  follow- 
ed Virginia  that  she  now  felt  like  an  apprentice 
just  set  free.  Sir,  North  Carolina  needs  no  defender 
here;  and  if  she  did,  she  would  be  unfortunate  in 
having  no  abler  advocate  than  myself.  She  disre- 
gards the  reproaches  and  the  vauntings  of  her 
Northern  and  her  Southern  neighbors.  She  stands 
not  still — whilst  the  rest  of  tbe  Union  is  marching 
on  in  the  career  of  prosperity  and  improvement — 
to  deal  with  the  vae.ue  abstractions  of  the  one,  nor 
does  she  run  mad  after  all  the  wild  vagaries  of  tbe 
other.  But  there  she  jests,  calm  and  quiet  as  -the 
surface  of  her  eastern  bays,  yet  firm  and  unshaken 
as  her  western  hills.  It  is  sufficient  compliment  to 
her  to  say  that  whilst  on  the  north  and  south  of  her 
the  .spirit  of  reform  has  been  unable  to  contend 
with  the  demon  of  faction,  yet,  on  entering  her 
borders,  the  flag  of  freedom  floats  in  triumph  from 
her  Atlantic  beach  to  the  mountain  tops.  She  re- 
poses not  on  (he  fame  of  her  ancestors;  she  boasts 
not  of  their  former  renown.  And  if  she  has  not 
as  many  bright  names  to  adorn  her  history  as  those 
who  revile  her,  she  is  saved  the  disgrace  of  vio- 
lating their  dying  precepts,  and  of  dlshowering  their 
shades.  Let  it  be  recollected  that  Athens  was  once 
the  proudest  and  noblest  State  of  Qreece.  All 
tbe  other  members  of  that  confederacy  were  proud 
to  do  her  honor.  Yet,  in  process  of  time,  she  was 
the  first  to  surrender  her  freedom  lo  the  golden 
bribes  of  Philip;  whilst  the  Tnebans,  who  had  once 
been  the  objects  of  her  reproach,  perished  nobly  on 
the  held  of  Chaeronea  with  tbe  expiring  liberties  of 
Greece.  My  iriend  from  Virginia  may  take  the 
allusion  and  apply  it  at  his  leisure. 

I  will  not  suffer  myself  to  indulge  in  any  appre- 
hensions or  misgivings  as  to  the'  policy  of  General 
Harrison's  administration.  He  is  the  mere  agent 
of  a  great  popular  movement.  He  cannot,  he  will 
not,  he  dare  not,  attempt  to.  check  the  progress  of 
that  great  political  revolution  through  which  we 
have  just  passed.  Let  him  but  throw  himself  in 
the  current  of  that  popular  impulse  which  ha- 
iwept  like  a  deluge  over  the  land,  and  which  now, 
when  the  storm  is  passed,  will  flow  on  in  one 
smooth  and  placid  stream,  until  it  is  lost  in  the 
great  ocean  of  national  prosperity  and  national 
glory.  Let  bim  but  do  tbi?,  and  the  history  of  the 
period  through  which  we  have  just  come  will  serve 
as  a  le*son  to  tyrants  in  all  future  time,  that  they 
are  not  to  treat  with  scorn  the  sufferings  of  a  free 
and  noble  people. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  NISBET, 

OF  GEORGIA, 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  ia  Committee  of 

the  Whole  on  the  Civil  and  Diplomatic  bill,  La 

reply  to  Messrs.  Coopxr  and  Black. 

Mr.  Chairman:  Upon  the  motion  to  strike  out 
the  appropriation  for  the  branch  mint  at  Dahlonega, 
I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  views  presented  by 
my  colleague  yesterday.  I  approve  of  those  views, 
and  shall  vote  against  striking  out.  I  rise  now  for 
a  different  purpose.  I  rise,  sir,  to  reply  to  certain 
gentlemen  who  have  taken  upon  themselves  to 
condemn  tbe  course  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  pursue  in 
relation  to  the  revenue.  I  had  the  honor,  some 
days  ago,  to  address  the  committee  in  favor  of  ad- 
ditional duties  upon  imports.  My  colleague  [Mr. 
Buck]  has  represented  me  as  favoring  a  tariff  for 
protection.  To  him  I  intend  to  reply.  1  shall  also 
take  the  liberty  of  advening  to  the  speech  of  ano- 
ther colleague,  [Mr.  Coowca,]  in  answer  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddings,]  upon  a  sub- 
ject of  delicate  interest  to  my  constituents.  My 
friend  [Mr.  Alpobd]  thinks  that  duties  upon  silks 
and  wines  and  ottier  luxuries  will  open  the  way  for' 
a  protective  tariff;  and  he  seems  to  believe  that  it 
is  the  pojicy  of  leading  Whig  gentlemen  to  entrap 
their  Southern  auxiliaries  into  the  support  of  a 
tariff  policy.  In  all  this,  sir,  he  is  wholly  mistaken. 
[Mr.  Alford  explained.]  I  am  truly  rejoiced  to 
find,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  between  that  gentleman 
and  myself  there  is  no  material  difference  of  opi- 
nion. He  is  for  increased  duties,  but  does  not  be- 
lieve this  is  the  proper  time  to  impdse  them. 
Upon  that  question,  therefore,  our  difference  is 
as  to  time  only.  He  is  opposed  to  a  tariff  for  pro- 
tection. So  am  I.  He  is  lor  maintaining  the 
compromise  So  am  I.  1  never  doubted  my 
friend's  fidelity  to  the  Whig  cause.  Never  for  a 
moment  doubted  it.  I  know  him  to  be  as  true  to 
its  interests  and  its  honor  as  the  spark  to  the  stricken 
steel.  I  do  not  forget  bis  services  in  tbe  late  great 
contest;  his  zeal,  his  devotion  in  favor  of  Harriion 
and  reform.  In  behalf  of  the  Whig  cause,  his 
voice  has  been  h/aid  trumpet-toned  ringing 
through  the  counties  of  Georgia,  and  rallying  to 
the  rescue  the  honest  men  of  all  parties.  And  it  » 
will  ever  be  heard  thundering  its  denunciations 
against  wrong  and  oppression  every  where,  and  in 
every  form.  He  is  an  honest  and  an  eloquentv 
Whig— Whig,  I  know,  to  the  core.  I  repeat,  sir, 
that,  between  us  I  am  bappy  to  say  there  is  no 
material  difference. 

I,  sir,  have  not  provoked  this  debate.  Both  my* 
self  and  my  friends  from  the  South  have  been  mis-  ' 
represented  on  the  tariff  and  the  Abolition  questions; 
grossly  and  unkindly  misrepresented.  1  will  endure 
this  no  longer.  I  will  not  sit  down  quietly  under 
the  attacks  of  the  gentlemen.  You  know,  sir,  that 
I  have  not,  nor  have  my  Whig  colleagues,  at  the 
last  or  the  present  session,  introduced  into  this 
House  our  family  broils.  We  have  studiously 
avoided  it.  Respect  to  this  House  and  self-respect 
prompted  to  a  course  of  long  and  irritating  forbear- 
ance.   Forbearance  is  no  longer  a  duty. 

Among  those  who  have  represented  the  course 
which  I  have  pursued  in  relation  to  duties,  as 
favoring  a  protective  tariff,  is  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  I  mean  the  member 
from  Accomack.  In  his  last  speech,  he  stated  that 
there  were  Whigs  in  this  House  who  favored  pro- 
tection because,  said  he,  "they  are  in  favor  of  du- 
ties on  wines  and  silks."  And  the  gentleman  re* 
ferred  to  the  speeches  of  Southern,  Vv  higs  to  prove 
his  assertion.  It  cannot  be  a  mistake  that  he  has 
held  us  up  to  the  whole  South  as  tariff  men,  and 
has  more  than  once  charged  that  a  tariff  for  pro- 
tection was  tbe  already  indicated  policy  here  of  the 
new  Administration.  Now,  sir,  speaking  for  my- 
self only,  I  admit  or  rather  repeat  what  I  before 
have  proclaimed,  that  I  am  for  duties  on  winea 
and  silks.  But  does  that  make  me  the  advocate 
of  protection?  Am  I,  therefore,  a  tariff  man) 
Are  duties  upon  unprotected  articles  identical  with 
protection?  I  have  heretofore  shown  the  contrary* 
I  have  shown  that  French  silks  and  wines  would 
bear  a  duty  without  creating  protection  and  with- 
out affecting  iheir  consumption.  I  will  not  now  re- 
peat the  argument.    The  gentleman's  conclusion 
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is  a  aon  sequitur.    Bat,  say  gentlemen,  this  is  the 
limp  set  to  catch  Southern  Whigs.    And  my  coliea- 

Ss  [Mr.  Black]  would  have  the  people  of  the 
uih  beliefe  that  we,  their  chosen  representa- 
tives, because  he,  their  repudiated  representative, 
tells  them  so,  are  so  weak  and  so  faithless— such 
mere  gudgeons,  as  to  bite  at  a  bait  which  does  not 
conceal  the  hook  from  even  his  eye.  If  there  be 
a  trap  or  trick  in  the  proposition  to  lay  new  duties, 
I  have  not  seen  it;  nor  have  I  seen  any  evidences 
of  it.  I,  sir,  hare  as  correct  means  of  knowing 
the  views  ot  my  Whig  associates  as  my  col  league  j 
perhaps  more  so;  as  sharp  an  eye  to  the  interest 
and  honor  of  Georgia  as  he  has;  and  perhaps  as 
great  capacity  of  understanding  what  that  honor 
and  interest  is  as  he  has.  He  shall  not  be  the 
judge  of  my  representative  duties.  The  people 
shall  judge  for  themselves. 

A  tariff  for  protection  has  not,  sir,  been  indicated 
here  as  the  policy  of  the  Harrison  party.  No  man 
has  said,  or  even  hinted,  that  General  Harrison 
will  favor  such  a  policy.  Indeed,  sir,  no  one;  un- 
less it  be  the  gentleman  from  Virgin i£  has  ventured 
to  prescribe  a  policy  of  any  kind  to  the  President 
elect.  No  one  has  authority  for  f o  bolJ  a  move. 
There  is  no  clique  or  regency  here  to  rule  in  ad- 
vance both  Harrison  and  the  party.  It  is  true 
gentlemen  have  spoken  as  becomes  the  American 
representative  character,  freely  and  fearlessly,  and 
no  one  more  so  than  the  able  member  from  Virgi- 
nia. But  no  one  has  ventured  to  prescribe  to  the 
party  but  himself.  This  idea  about  Northern 
combinations  to  revive  the  protective  system  is  all 
stuff,  ft  haunts  the  imagination  of  gentlemen  like 
a  spectre.  It  is,  sir,  not  the  fact  that  the  Northern 
manufacturers  want  a  new  discriminating  protective 
tariff.  They  are  for  adnering  to  the  principles  of 
the  compromise.  Tbey  say  so,  and  I  believe  them. 
It  is  their  interest  to  observe  the  compromise,  and 
that  interest  they  will  pursue.  If,  however,  in 
this  I  am  mistaken — if,  hereafter,  when  the  time 
for  action  arrives,  the  Whigs  of  the  North  or  the 
Democrats  of  the  North  Should  attempt  to  burden 
us  with  high  imports  for  protection — if  a  protective 
tariff  should,  by  any  party,  be  again  attempted, 
•  and  I  should  then  belong  to  the  public  councils,  1 
shall  oppose  it  with  as  much  honest  zeal,  if  with  less 
ability  than  those  who  are  now  so  very  sensitive 
about  Southern  rights. 

The  effect  of  the  course  which  my  friend  from 
Virginia  has  thought  it  bis  duty  to  pursue  is  to 
create  distrust  of  Whig  representatives  at  the  South. 
I  have  no  idea  that  be  intends  to  produce  any  such 
effect.  8uch  result,  however,  might  follow  from 
the  character  of  his  speeches.  His  fame  is  all  over 
the  land;  he  has  a  name  quite  as  potent  as  any  of 
those  with  whom  he  differs.  Hi*  late  eloquent  de- 
nunciations are  calculated  to  "cool  our  friends  and 
heat  our  enemies." 

No  one  so  much  as  he  has  assumed  to  speak 
what  ought  to  be  the  policy  of  the  party.  And  in 
the  outset  of  his  first  speech  he  declared  that,  re* 
gardless  of  what  might  be  the  views  of  his  political 
Friends,  the  policy  be  then  indicated  upon  great  and 
leading  measures,  he  would  pursue  to  the  end. 
Mahomet  would  not  go  to  the  mountain,  but  the 
mountain  might  come  to  Mahomet.  No  one,  of 
course,  can  object  to  such  a  rule  of  personal  con- 
duct. But  sir,  the  time  and  manner  of  announ- 
cing it  was,  to  my  mind,  most  unfortunate.  The 
honorable  member  did  look  to  me,  like  a 
shaft  of  stone,  around  which  other  things  might 
gather;  but  which,  deeply  set  and  towering  in  its 
elevation  could  neither  move  nor  bend.  The 
motto  inscribed  upon  the  floating  Opposition  ban* 
ners,  by  the  member  himself,  was  the  "Union  of 
the  Whigs  for  the  sake  of  the  Union."  Now,  sir, 
the  motto  seems  to  be  'Division  of  the  Whigs 
for  ihe  sake  of  the  Union."  That  division,  sir,  is 
unnecessary  to  the  safety  of  the  Union.  I  believe 
the  gentleman  to  be  a  true  and  stanch  Whig. 
But  I  cannot  say  much  for  his  Whig  discretion. 

Some  days  ago,  whilst  an  appropriation  having 
relation  to  the  Florida  war  was  under  discussion, 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  delivered  a  speech, 
strongly  assailing  the  institutions  of  the  South. 
To  him  my  colleague  [Mr.  Coopeb]  replied.  The 
opinions  of  the  member  from  Ohio,  as  then  ex- 
pressed, were  wrong—wholly,  irredeemably  wrong. 


With  them  I  have  no  sympathy,  but  repudiate 
them  with  all  my  powers  of  reprobation.  And,  sir, 
the  propriety  of  expressing  them  here  had  also  my 
unqualified  condemnation.  My  colleague  had  my 
sympathy  in  the  argument  he  made  upon  that  occa- 
sion. But,  sir,  not  content  with  assailing  aboli- 
tionism, he  unnecessarily  and  most  unjustly  tra- 
velled out  of  the  track  of  legitimate  discussion  to 
assail  also  the  political  course  of  bis  colleagues  in 
their  support  of  Harrison.  I  felt  this  to  be  ex- 
ceedingly unkind.  Whilst  he  dented  that  he  in- 
tended to  hold  us  up  as  ourselves  favoring  aboli- 
tionism,  be  did  labor  to  make  the  people  of  Georgia 
believe  that  we  had  deceived  them  into  the  support 
of  a  party  that  would  favor  the  opinions  of  Aboli- 
tionists. I  do  not  pretend  to  quote  the  gentleman 
literally.  But  I  am  sore  that  I  represent  him  in 
substance  correctly.  The  drift  of  much  of  his 
speech  was  to  establish  the  fulfilment  of  the  pro- 
phecies he  made  in  the  last  summer's  canvass 
about  a  coalition  between  Southern  Whigs  and 
Northern  Abolitionists.  To  prove  that  be  was 
then  right,  he  triumphantly  pointed  to  the  speech 
of  the  member  from  Ohio.  .Sir,  all  this  and  more 
was  said  upon  the  stump  in  Georgia.  We  met 
these  charses  there  and  refuted  them.  The  gen- 
tleman was  then  in  the  field.  He  threw  all  the 
weight  of  his  character,  great,  deservedly  great,  as 
it  is,  into  the  struggle.  The  cry  there  was,  that  the 
Sooth  was  betrayed  into  a  ruinous  coalition  with 
Northern  fanatics  and  Federalists. 

The  people,  sir,  would  not  heed  the  voice  of  my 
honorable  friend.  They  would  not  believe  him 
then;  tbey  will  not  believe  him  now.  They  con- 
demned him  and  his  friends;  they  will  condemn 
him  and  them  again.  And  now,  sir,  the  charge  is 
renewed.  The  voice  of  alarm  and  of  warning  is 
raised  anew.  The  same  tale  is  told;  the  same  is- 
que  is  revived— an  issue  which  he  seeks  to  make 
a  new  one.  I  understand  the  gentleman.  He 
shall  make  no'new  issue  here,  out  of  an  adjudicated 
issue  at  home.  He  shall,  least  of  all,  place  me 
and  the  Wh'gs  of  Georgia  in  a  false  position  upon 
this  subject.  Sir,  the  Whi<  party  is  now  what  it 
was  then.  The  member  from  Ohio  was  here  last 
winter;  his  opinions  were  then  as  well  known  as 
tbey  are  now.  There  has  been  no*new  Abolition 
move  here;  things  are  as  they  were;  yet  when  the 
Ohio  member  spoke,  my  colleague  proclaims  to 
all  Southern  Whigs,  "I  told  you  ?o."  Bat,  sir, 
worst  of  all,  he  most  ingeniously  managed  to  con- 
vey to  the  people  the  impression  that  we  Southern 
Representatives  were,  by  our  political  position 
here,  slumbering  on  our  post,  and  conniving  at  the 
progress  of  abolitionism.  He  did  not  say  so;  but 
a  stranger  in  the  galleries  could  infer  nothing  else 
from  all  that  he  did  say.  Nay,  sir,  I  felt,  most 
painfully  felt,  that  my  colleague  was  very  willing 
to  have  our  people  believe  thai  he  and  the  member 
from  Scrim  were  the  only  true  representatives  of 
Georgia  upon  this  floor.  Southern  rights,  sir,  have 
lost  nothing  by  the  election  of  General  Harrison, 
The  gentleman  errs  in  his  opinion  of  the  Whigs. 
They  will  not  sustain  Abolition  principles.  He 
may  quiet  his  fears  and  sooth  his  apprehensive 
feelings.  Not  even  the  Whigs  will  compromtt  the 
rights  of  Georgia  here.  They  are  upon  the  watch- 
tower,  and  wide  awake.  I  will  not  be  judged,  nor 
shall  the  Whig  party  be  judged,  by  the  absurd 
movements  of  the  member  from  Ohio.  He  may 
be  a  criterion  of  judgment  for  my  colleague;  I 
choose  one  more  in  accordance  with  common  sense 
and  the  actual  state  of  feeling  and  opinion 
here. 

I  said,  sir,  Southern  rights  had  lost  nothing  by  the 
election  of  General  Harrison.  1  go  further,  and 
say  that  they  have  gained  a  great  deal.  There  is 
an  auxiliary  power  north  of  the  Potomac,  in  esse, 
which  will  be,  and  is  now  brought  to  bear  in  their 
defence.  My  colleague  may  make  as  much  as  he 
can  out  of  this  statement.  We  have  towards  us  a 
better  feel  in*  at  the  North  than  we  have  hereto- 
fore had.  The  guiding  mind  of  New  England  is 
with  us.  A  star  has  risen  in  the  East,  the  har- 
binger of  better  days,  and  it  has  healing,  I  trust,  to 
the  nation  in  its  brilliant  beams.  As  a  political 
qaeMion,  th*  greatest  of  the  Eastern  politicians  is 
with  us.  And,  sir,  I  am  not  so  straitened  in  my 
notions  as  to  refuse  aid  extended  to  us  from  an/ 


quarter.  If  left  to  protect  ourselves,  we  will  do  it 
at  the  baxard  of  every  consequence;  but  if  our  in 
stitutions  can  be  maintained  by  aid  from  abroad 
— from  other  sections  of  the  Union  I  mean- 
when  tendered  in  the  fulness  of  American  patriot- 
ism, I  can  see  no  possible  reason  for  dentin* 
ingit. 

Now,  sir,  allow  me  to  say  that  my  opinion  is 
that  General  Harrison  will  be  with  the  Sooth  upon 
this  great  question.  But  if,  at  any  time,  the  party 
in  power  should  be  against  us,  I  am  thenceforth 
against  that  party.  I  will  make  this  the  greatest, 
deepest,  most  controlling  of  ail  other  questions. 
As  to  the  motives  of  my  colleague,  fMr.  CooraaJ 
I  assail  not  them.  I  will  not  speak  of  his  perso- 
nal character  otherwise  than  respectfully;  I  should 
belie  my  own  blood  if  I  did.  His  political  coorse 
is  greatly  antagonistic  to  mine.  Of  his  opinions 
and  bis  public  acts  I  speak. 

In  the  speech  I  had  the  honor  to  deliver  noma 
days  since,  I  assumed  as  the  basis  of  my  argument, 
what  no  one  will  deny,  that  the  income  of  the  Go- 
vernment would  fall  short,  4ariog  the  next  year, 
at  the  lowest  estimate,  eight  million  dollars,  upon 
this  basis  I  argued — 

1.  Tbat  the  wants  of  the  Government  ought  to 
be  supplied  by  impose,  as  preferable  to  any  other 
mode  of  raising  money. 

2.  That  the  duties  ought  to  be  laid  under  the 
provisions  of  the  compromise  act  of  1833. 

3.  That  the  articles  upon  which  the  duties 
should  be  laid  are  the  unprotected  articles  made 
dutiable  by  the  compromise  itself,  such  as  silks, 
wines,  and  other  luxuries. 

4.  That  such  new  duties  would  mot  bo  in 
violation  of,  but  in  accordance  with,  the  act  of 
1833. 

5.  That  revenue  should  only  bo  rained  to  sup- 
ply the  wants  of,  an  economical  administration  of 
the  Government. 

Incident  of  these  topics,  many  others  %ere  briefly 
discussed.  I  disclaimed  in  any  way  giving  my 
countenance  to  duties  for  protection;  and  avowed 
my  determination  to  sustain  the  anti-tariff  princi- 
ples of  my  own  and  other  Southern  8tates.  I  ex- 
prosed  the  opinion,  an  opinion  which  I  now  re- 
affirm, that  those  principles  are  to  be  kept  in- 
violate only  by  a  religious  adherence  to  the  com- 
promise. And,  sir,  one  of  the  reasons,  perhaps 
the  strongest  reason  of  all,  inducing  me  to  take 
the  position  I  did,  was  to  preserve  the  compromise, 
and  to  save  us  from  those  dangers  which  I  foresee 
must  attend  a  revision  of  the  tariff  after  it  expires. 
Upon  such  principles,  with  such  view*,  and  with 
no  small  degree  of  zral  for  my  constituents,  1  ad- 
dressed the  committee.  I  endeavored  to  look  at 
their  interests,  and  those  of  the  whole  country, 
with  that  liberal  and  enlightened  statesmanship 
which  I  do  not  profess  to  possess;  yet  to  which  I 
ardently  aspire. 

In  his  reply  my  colleague  [Mr.  Blag*]  eontro. 
verted  the  propriety  of  duties  on  silks,  ocoansa 
they  would  lesson  the  consumption  of  cooosi  m 
Prance,  and  thereby  injure  the  South.  How  fat 
he  established  his  posi  isn  or  jostled  my  own  at* 
gqment  is  for  others  to  determine.  Ot  his  argu- 
ment, even  should  it  demolish  my  own,  I  have  bo 
right  to  complain.  Of  that  I  make  no  complaint. 
In  the  absence  of  other  ground  of  attack,  he  as- 
sumed that  my  speech  sounded  very  much  to  has 
ear  like  a  tariff  speech.  Without  being  able  to 
lay  his  finger  upon  one  thought,  one  sentiment,  not 
to  say  one  position,  which  gave  the  least  cotntaw- 
ance  to  such  an  assumption,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, taking  council  of  his  ear,  and  not  of  sit 
mind,  aad  doubtless  respond  ng  to  an  eager  de- 
sire to  cast  me  off  from  the  confidence  of  my  com- 
stitoems,  denounced  me,  by  all  fair  implication,  as 
a  tariff  man.  Sir,  that  confidence  has  been,  as  ft 
ought  to  have  been,  slow  of  growth,  hard  of  ac- 
quisition; and,  whether  it  be  great  or  small,  my  col- 
league will  endeavor  in  vain  to  shake  it  byiaY* 
nuendos,  hints,  impressions  and  evil  surmiret 
He  will  fail  of  his  object.  Those  who  sent  sue 
feere  will  require  stronger  proof  that  I  advocate  a 
tariff  for  protection  than  the  gentleman*  ingenuity 
can  extract  from  my  speech.  They  will  see  e*4 
read  for  themselves.  Did  my  colleague  intend  le 
leach  the  people  that  we  were  faithless  aJao  ape* 
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p  tariff,  and  that  be  was  tlie  sole  exponent  of 
ftthern  faith  aod  Southern  principle?  It  would 
In  so.  I  faithless  to  the  Suae  upon  whose  soil 
bmi  born,  and  beneath  whose  sod  myself  and 
i  children,  if  soeh  he  the  will  of  Providence,  are 
■aned  to  sleep !  No,  sir;  I  may,  through  fatu- 
ity of  Judgment,  mistake  he?'  honor  or  her  in- 
fest, bat  I  can  never  betray  them. 
Byway  of  making  out  as  strong  a  ease  as  poasi- 
■l  it  has  been  said  thai  we  are  not  only  for  high 
Ms,  but  go  also  for  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
Sjtis  of  the  pnblic  lands.  And  almost  every  gen- 
Moan  who  has  addressed  yon  in  opposition  to 
•  policy  of  raising  revenue  by  imposts  has -wound 

rote  alarm  harangue  by  as  vivid  a  presentation 
the  usual  bank  horrors  as  a  highly  stimulated 
ewsy  would  permit.    So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  it 
as  indispensable  for  my  colleague,  in  order  to 
at  up  the  merest  color  ot  heterodoxy,  to  travel  out 
f  the  record  of  my  speech.    That,  unfortunately 
ir  his  purposes,  was  sound— quite  orthodox;  quite 
i  accordance  with  all  the  canons  of  the  true 
hurch.    In  the  abseoce  therefore,  of  either  mis- 
tatements  of  fact  or  errors  of  opinion,  he  draws 
ugely   upon  his  imagination—- listens   for  tariff 
teachery^and  fondly  dreams  and  vainly  charges 
aat  his  colleague  is  the  advocate  of  most  damning 
leresie*. 
Sir,  I  have  opinions  upon  the  great  subjects  re- 
erred  to,  well-matured  opinions;  and  when  the 
iaae  arrives  for  acting  on  tbem,  I  will  act  and 
sJce  no  counsel  from  my  colleague.    I  will  neither 
lonsult  his  hopes  nor  his  fears.    I  can  assure  him 
hat  no  false  clamor  lhat  he  and  others  may  raise 
rill  draw  me  from  a  faithful  discharge  of  present 
obligations.    I  shall  not  be  deterred  by  the  cry  of 
abolition,  tariff,  and  bank— cries  so  fruitlessly 
mised  during  the  last  summer,  subserving  the  pur- 
nee  of  freighteningaged  women  and  infant  children, 
ntt  having  no  terrors  for  men.    The  gentleman 
nay  go  sound  bis  alarms  in  the  nursery,  perhaps 
here  they  may  be  available. 

What,  sir,  do  you  think  of  that  magnanimity 
which  tortures  an  argument  into  a  construction 
which  neither  its  positions  nor  its  terms  will  bearl 
Jt  of  that  liberality  which  infers  the  opinions  of  an 
idversary  from  what  he  omits  to  say  rather  than 
torn  what  he  otters?  Which  passes  sentence  upon 
aim  as  to  subjects  not  under  discussion  by  the  opi- 
nions he  pronounces  upon  those  that  are;  which 
lifers  every  thing  and  proves  nothing;  which 
soastruets  a  system  of  the.  most  reprehensive  noli- 
ics,  Axes  it  by  artful  and  illegitimate  inferences 
open  him,  and  then  with  quite  commendable  valor 
proceeds  to  its  demolition?  Such  have  been  the 
aeries  of  my  honorable  colleague.  He  has  his  bat- 
■fiea  to  bear  upon  positions  which  have  no  ex- 
etence  but  in  his  own  brain,  His  artillery  have 
let  off  their  impotent  volleys  upon  mere  vacuity* 
>ne  only  position,  as  I  before  remarked,  did  be 
sontrovert,  and  ii  that  had  been  (successfully  con- 
foverted,  not  even  then  would  the  conclusions  he 
frew  as  to  my  tariff  tendencies  have  been  letiti- 
oate.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Bia- 
r*ju>]  proposed  that  the.  Committee  of  ways  and 
deans  should  make  inqniry  as  to  the  propriety  of 
vising  revenue  by  duties,  asking  no  protection,  and 
'xpreasly  providing  that  the  duties  be  laid  aecord- 
dsj  to  the  provisions  of  the  compromise  act.  This 
vas  one  of  the  ten  signs  of  the  gentleman  from 
STirginia,  portending  death  to  the  Republic;  and  it 
ram  this,  next  to  my  own  humble  demonstrations, 
which  most  excited  the  ire  of  my  colleague.  Now, 
air,  it  is  worthy  of  remark"  that  nowhere  upon  the 
weords  of  this  session  is  to  be  found  a  single  pro- 
nation to  to  protect.  And  it  is  also  worthy  of  re- 
nark  that  the  proposition  ef  the  gentleman  from 
tftw  York  is,  most  of  all,  guiltless  of  protection. 
Yet,  in  that  proposition,  gentlemen  affect  to  see 
abominations  more  abominable  than  those  which 
are  found  in  the  tariff  act  of  1898.  They  see  in 
it  the  inception  of  a  most  stupendous  system  of  ta- 
riff robbery.  The  very  able  gentleman,  no  doubt, 
la  well  aa his  friends,  was  utterly  confounded  .to 
hear  that  there  was  in  hisrrojeel  infinitely  more 
man  he,  in  hie  poor  philosophy,  ever  dreamed  of. 

Where,  said  the  gentleman,  were  my  colleagues, 
that  they  did  not  rise  and  denounce  the  amendment 
of  the  member  from  New  York?    His  colleagues 


were  in  their  seats,  guarding  wiih  calm  dignity  the 
right?  ot  the  State,  and  disxegaidiog  the  boisterous 
and  harmless  rebukes  of  the  honorable  member. 
The  question  and  the  manner  of  propounding  it 
implied  self  •commendation  and  censure.  As  to  my 
colleague's  right  to  commend  himself,  I  have  no- 
thing to  say— that  is  a  matter  of  taste,  about  which, 
as  we  all  know,  there  is  no  disputing;  but  I  deny 
his  right  to  become  the  censor  of  my  conduct 
Who  made  him  a  judge  over  those  who,  to  say  the 
least  of  them,  are  bis  equals  here?  Not  the  people 
of  Georgia.  The  gentleman  can  choose  bis  own 
course  of  action,  but  may  not  choose  for-others— 
others  who  think,  and  whose  constituency  believe 
they  require  no  guardian,  and  who,  if  they  believed 
otherwise,  would  not  select  him.  I  say  nothing  of 
the  delicacy  and  respectfulness  which  characterized 
my  colleague^  reply  to  me.  For  me  to  expect  the 
courtesy  of  fair  debate  from  him,  was  to  look  for  a 
more  special  favor  than  he  extends  to  any.  That 
is  not  his  wont/  He  has  undertaken  to  school  the 
Whig  members  from  Georgia — to  instruct  them  in 
their  duties.  He  has  complained  of  tbeir  silence; 
and,  to  give  a  semblance  of  right  to  his  complaints, 
he  talks  about  bis  political  career  being  about  to 
close,  and  of  his  early  return  to  the  ranks  of  the 
unofficial  people.  He  professes  to  be  one  of  our 
constituent?,  whilst  be  exercises  the  prerogative  of 
a  representative.  One  of  those  relations,  I  should 
say,  is  quite  enough  for  him  at  one  time.  He  is  no 
constituent  of  mine;  and  in  that,  or  any  other  cha- 
racter, I  disclaim  his  instructions.  1  reject  his 
counsel,  and  I  will  have  none  of  his  reproofs. 
When  1  have  occasion  to  ask  illumination,  I  will 
go  elsewhere.  I  will  consult  the  records  of  the 
past,  the  opinions  snd  characters  of  departed  men 
of  renown,  or  living  men  of  living  fame.  I  will 
consult  my  own  head  and  my  own  heart,  bnt  I  will 
not  consult  the  honorable  gentleman.  No,  sir; 
never.  ^ 

Mr.  Chairman,  one  word  to  certain  of  my  own 
political  friends  upon  this  floor.  When  opinions, 
designated  as  State  rights  opinions,  are  avowed 
here,  gentlemen  affrct  to  treat  them  as  incompre- 
hensible, and,  it  comprehended  at  all,  as  objects  of 
ridicule.  Upon  their  faces  is  teen  the  smile  of  de- 
rision, and  they  sometimes  sneer  at  doctrines 
which  have  been  held  and  honored  by  the  greatest 
men  of  this  nation.  However  some  of  us  may 
dissent  from  the  abuse  and  perversion  of  State 
rights,  yet  we  still  cherish  them.  Gentlemen  seem 
to  forget  that  we  came  into  support  of  General 
Harrison  avowing  these  opinions,  and  they  need 
not  now  be  told  that,  he  being  elected,  we  have  not 
discarded  them.  Every  man. has  a  right  to  think 
for  himstlf,  and  I  claim,  and  will  exercise,  the  pri- 
vilege of  retaining,  modifying,  or  wholly  changing 
my  opinions.  Asa  Harrison  man,  I  concede  to 
others  their  opinions,  and  ask  toleration  for  my 
own.  If  we  can  act  together,  well;  if  not  we  may 
differ  and  divide  as  to  anyone  or  more  fheasures, 
when  called  to- act,  without  a  total  separation.' 
With  perfect  respect  to  the  politicians  referred  to,  I 
beg  them  to  suppress  their  sneers  and  withhold 
their  deriding  smiles. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  WICK, 

OP  INDIANA, 

Jn  ike  Ham  of  RepreicniattotSt.  February  25, 1841.— 
The  Navy  Appropriation  bill  being  under  const- 
deration,  and  Mr.  Saltomstall  having  offered 
an   amendment  to   augment  the  appropriation 
for  the  increase,  repair,  armament,  and  equip- 
ment of  the  Navy,  and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels 
in  commission,  from  $1,425,000  to  J2  000,000— 
Mr.   WICK  said:  I  am  aware,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  for  any  odc  to  rise  lb  address  the  committee 
now,  and  under  the  circumstances  surrounding  u», 
is  equivalent  to  a  sort  of  suicide.    Nevertheless, 
and  at  the  hazard  of  becoming  fdo  de  «e,  1  have 
obtained  the  floor  (as  I  am  willing  to  admit,  to  the 
prejudice  of  abler  members)  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
deeming myself  from  an  unfounded  imputation. 
Sir,  it  has  been  said  that,  although  I  have  been  suf- 
ficiently prompt  in  speaking  my  mind  elsewhere 
concerning  this  assembly  and  its  doings,  I  have 


been  somewhat  bashful  and  chary  here,  at  the 
place  where  declamation,  accusation,  laudation, 
exultation,  mourning,  and  lamentation  are  wont  to 
be  made.  Here  then,  sir,  at  the  forum  in  which 
and  from  whence  the  nation  is  understood  to  think, 
feel,  ruminate,  calculate,  guess,  reckon,  speak,  de- 
clare, condemn,  aod  demolish,  have  I  risen  to  give 
the  reasons  why  I  am  disinclined  to  vote  any  in- 
creased appropriations  for  the  navy,  and  why,  if  I 
vote  the  Treasury  estimate  therefor,  the  vote  will 
be  given  grudgingly. 

lam  not  inclined  against  large  appropriations 
for  the  navy  because  my  abiding  place  is  in  the 
Central  West,  far  beyond  the  reach  of  hostile 
bombarding  squadrons.  Yet,  upon  this  point,  I 
I  must  say  I  have  been  no  little  amused  at  the  effort 
made,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  to  convince 
Western  members  that  a  navy  is  peculiarly  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  WaUrn  commerce.  Sir, 
this  jest  is  too  bald  The  great  Valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi has  no  valuable  commerce  for  the  defence 
of  which  a  navy  is  essential.  Western  products* 
for  export,  are  such  as  the  rest  of  the  world  will 
only  buy  when  they  are  hungry,  and  will  then  buy 
in  spile  of  war,  blockade,  and  all  other  obstruc- 
tions. The  world  is  an  eating  animal.  We  pro- 
duce the  materiel  necessary  to  satisfy  the  peptic 
wants  of  over-crowded  populations  in  other  re- 
gions, and  of  the  manufacturer,  the  planter,  and  of 
the  inhabitants  of  regions  naturally  steril,  or  ren- 
dered so  by  improvident  culture.  And,  sir,  we 
would  be  better  without  than  with  the  commerce 
for  the  protection  of  which  a  navy  is  particularly 
designed.  True,  a  navy  will  defend  our  fisheries 
and  our  coast  and  exporting  trades.  But  its  ener- 
gies would  be  specially  devoted  to  the  protection 
of  the  trade  through  which  are  imported  the  wines 
and  silks  which  debauch  taste,  aod  the  gew-gaw 
trashery  which  adorn  the  shelves,  the  counter,  and 
strong-box  of  the  Western  shop-keeper.  And  I 
am  just  old-fasbioned  enough  to  imagine  that  such 
a  commerce  is  not,  to  the  West,  worth  defending; 
more,  sir,  I  am  heretical  enough  to  honestly  be- 
lieve that,  if  such  commerce  could  be  neglected— 
not  unnecessarily  indulged  in— for  but  the  space 
ef  three  years,  the  great  Valley  of  the  Mississippi 
would  not  owe  the  rest  of  the  world  a  dollar,  and 
would  be  the  dwelling-place  of  plenty,  peace,  hap- 
piness, and  virtue}  the  judicial  officer  would  be  the 
arbiter  of  misunderstandings  ins -end  of  a  "mill"  to 
grind  the  lubstance  of  our  yeomanry  into  money} 
the  executive  officer  would  be  a  conservator  of  the  < 
peace,  a  terror  to  evil-doers,  instead  ot  an  agent 
for  the  collection  of  debts;  and  the  business  of  our 
State  Legislatures  would  be  to  define  and  provide 
guards  for  individual  liberty  and  right.  They 
would  no  longer  be,  as  they  now  are,  the  panders 
of  miserable  schemes  of  finance,  begotten  in  specu- 
lation, "conceived  in  sin,  and  brought  forth  in 
iniquity." 

Sir,  we  in  the  West  have  no  local  selfish  motive 
to  induce  us  to  favor  a  navy  for  the  defence  of 
commerce;  and,  sir,  we  need  no  such  motive.  We 
recognise  a  navy  as  the  principal  bulwark  of  na- 
tional defence,  and  therefore  we  will  aid  the  natiou 
in  its  maintenance  from  patriotism  alone. .  I,  for 
myself,  consider  a  system  of  land  fortifications  as 
being  little  better  than  a  relic  of  barbarous  ages, 
when  every  feudal  lord  fortified  his  demesne  and 
manned  his  castles  with  his  tenantry  and  retainers— 
when  the  human  family  found  a  business  in  offence 
snd  defence — when  the  trade  of  the  world  was  war. 
Sir,  if  this  nation  fhould  ever  be  again  involved  in 
war,  it  will  be  found  impossible  to  defend  by  forti- 
ficaiion  every  assailable  point.  Our  coast  and 
frontier  are  too  extensive  for  that.  We  must,  with 
our  navy,  meet  the  enemy  upon  the  gr<  at  deep,  and 
battle  with  him  there.  And  if  be  should  succ:<d 
in  contaminating  our  soil,  by  landing  hostile  le- 
gions upon  our  shores,  we  must  (because  we  can- 
not anticipate  the  precise  point  of  his  approach  and 
fortify  accordingly)  fight  him  from  behind  hasty 
intrenchments  of  sand,  logs,  or  cotton  bags,  and 
in  default  of  these,  the  bosoms  of  patriots  moat 
become  the  ramparts  of  our  firesides  and  homes. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  considerations,  I  can- 
not vote  large  appropriations  for  the  navy,  until 
you  abolish  your  miserable  scheme  of  a  navy 
board*    Sir,  the  board  is  composed  of  captains  in 
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the-  nary,  whose  trade  is  fighting,  and  not  ship* 
building.  Now,  sir,  tuch  are  the  principles  of  hu- 
man character,  that  every  man  imagines  himself 
Solomon's  first-born  son.  In  the  good  old  times  of 
oar  navy,  when  vessels  were  built  according  to 
models  farnishndby  naval  architects,  your  frigates 
were  crack  sailers,  and  conld  overtake,  or  ran 
away  from,  an  enemy,  as  circumstances  might  re- 
quire. Bot  since  yon  have  ^ot  this  miserable  board 
at  the  head  of  affairs,  the  new  vessels  art  all  so 
bniK  and  the  old  ones  all  so  repaired,  that,  with  two 
or  three  exceptions,  you  have  not  a  vessel  npon  the 
mountain  wave  capable  of  giving  successful  chase 
to  an  inferior,  or  of  escaping  from  a  superior  force. 
Touting  tubs  are  they  all,  in  which  are  imprisoned 
the  gallant  spirits  of  your  country,  paralyzed  by 
the  remodelling  of  the  models  of  these  ships  by 
your  wretched  navy  board,  and  rendered  incapable 
of  any  service  but  that  of  surrendering  at.  discre- 
tion to  an  overwhelming  force.  Sir,  rub  out  your 
navy  board,  and  reorganize  the  Navy  Department, 
so  that  one  single  man  should  be  responsible  for 
the  models  of  vessels,  another  for  the  materials 
with  which  they  are  built,  another  for  their  arma- 
ments, and  so  on;  and  I  will  then  vote  any  rea  ona- 
ble  sum  for  the  navy.  Responsibility,  individual 
responsibility,  is  the  great  spring  of  human  action. 
Sir,  you  may  send  a  committee  to  ascertain  who  is 
responsible  for  the  faulty  construction  of  any  one 
of  the  vessels  of  your  navy— of  the  most  slnpgish 
creeper  among  them.  Your  committee  will  proie 
cute  the  examination  till  tbey  may  think  they  have 
found  the  responsible  man.  But  put  your  finger 
on  him,  and  he  will  not  be  there.  He  will  tell 
you,  "the  board  ordered  it."  Board?,  like  corpo- 
rations, have  no  souls — like  them,  they  can  neither 
be  hanged,  disgraced,  nor  court  martial  led.  There 
s  no  tectum  for  them. 

Now,  sir.  I  have  a  word  to  sat  to  my  honorable 
friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.Misoir.]  In  his  speech  upon 
this  question,  that  honorable  gentleman  again 
arraigned  the  present  Administration  for  iu  sup- 
posed opposition  to  appropriations  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Cumberland  road — a  subject  in  refer- 
ence to  which  that  honorable  gentleman  and  my- 
self, and  onr  respective  constituencies,  feel,  have 
felt,  and  will  continue  to  feel,  the  most  lively  inte- 
rest. Sir,  what  are  the  facts?  So  long  as  Con- 
gress continued  to  make  appropriations  tor  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  Cumberland  road,  and  even  after 
such  appropriations  were  denied,  Mr.  Van  Buren 
caused  to  be  communicated  to  Congress  an  esti- 
*  mate  for  the  continuation  of  the  road,  prepared  by 
the  Topographical  Bureau,  sanctioned  by  the  pro- 
per Department  haviog  charge  of  the  matter— viz: 
the  Department  of  War.  It  is  true,  he  did  not 
cause  such  estimate  to  be  submitted  by  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  because  the  estimates  of  the 
Treasury  Department  are  legitimately  confined  to 
subjects  of  expenditure  arising  out  of  constitutional 
obligation  or  standing  laws,  permanent  in  iheir 
nature,  and  in  tbeir  words  and  >pirit  implying  per- 
petuity. The  appropriations  for  the  Cumberland 
road  have  never  been  of  this  character.  On  the 
contrary,  they  have  been  made  by  laws,  in  letter 
and  spirit  purporting  to  be  single  and  temporary  in 
their  object. 

And  now,  sir,  I  have  this  to  say  to  my  honorable 
friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Masow.]  /  hmte  defended 
in  speech,  and  with  my  pen,  the  course  of  Mr.  Van 
Burtn  in  reference  to  this  subject.  If  President  Hot 
ri$o%  shall  recommend,  in  decided  terms,  in  hit  annual 
menage,  appropriations  for  ike  continuation  of  the 
Cumberland  road,  or  shall  cause  an  estimate  therefor 
to  be  inserted  in  the  Treasury  estimate,  I  pledge  myself 
to  go  among  my  constituents,  and  take  bath  all  that  I 
have  said  in  defence  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  on  that  point. 
And,  sir,  if  my  respected  friend  [Mr.  Masom] 
wilt  publish,  along  with  his  speech,  that  which  1 
have  now  said  concerning  appropriations  for  the 
Cumberland  road,  he  may  send  his  printer  to  me 
for  a  ratable  proportion  of  the  bill,  and  I  will 
pay  it. 

A  word  to  my  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise.] 
He  said  that  the  present  Administration  could  not 
be  kicked  into  a  war.  I  think  I  have  met  with  this 
expression  before.  If  I  mistake  not,  it  was  used 
on  this  floor  by  an  opponent  of  Mr.  Madison'3  ad- 
ministration! in  reference  to  those  times  and  events. 


Perhaps  ii  was  then,  as  now,  used  by  a  Virginian. 
No,  no,  no,  it  came  from  the  vicinity  of  Hartford. 
Mr.  Chairman,  what  would  the  honorable  member 
from  Virginia  have?    Would  be  have 

«Ta«  oceui  lnu>  laupeti  toil, 

To  wtft&  leatbtr  or  to  drown  a  flj?" 

[Mr.  Wis*.    N<>,  no.] 

Mr.  Wick.  Onr  difficulties  with  Great  Britain 
grow  out  of  transactions  upon  our  Northern  and 
Northeastern  boundaries.  On  the  Northern  boun- 
dary the  difficulties  had  their  origin  in  the  action  of 
individuals— meie  marauding.  Surely  small  diffi- 
culties, arising  out  of  such  causes,  are  better  left  to 
the  curative  powers  of  time,  and  to  the  mutually 
pacific  explanations  of  diplomacy,  than  committed 
to  the  arbitrament  of  arms,  rashly  assumed. 

The  Maine  boundary  question  is  one  of  more 
difficulty.  The  British  Government  have  raised  a 
claim  to  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  a  aoveraiga 
State.  By  way  of  asserting  this  claim,  armed  de- 
monstrations, upon  the  debateable  ground,  were 
made.  Encouraged  by  this,  timber-nealers  com. 
raenced  operations.  Sir,  here  is  a  cause  of  war* 
But  the  cause,  in  all  prudence,  must  not  produce 
the  effect  until  after  reasonable  remonstrance  with, 
and  pertinacity  in,  >he  wrong-Joer.  I  would  even 
resort  to  an  umpire  before  an  appeal  to  arms. 

In  the  correspondence  between  the  British  Minis- 
ter and  the  head  of  the  State  Department,  I  see  no 
lack  of  decision  and  diplomatic  point  on  our  *>ide  of 
the  subject.  Let  every  mean  be  used  to  avoid  a 
national  struggle  for  this  bit  of  pine  wood*;  and  if 
all  fail,  and  the  sharp  contest  must  come,  I  say,  go 
ahead,  Maine,  the  Hoosiers  will  come ! 

Sir,  the  two  past  Administrations  have  asserted 
every  national  right,  with  a  spirit  worthy  of  admi- 
ration; and  I  was  sorry  to  hear  my  gallant  friend 
from  Virginia  sav  that  this  Administration  could 
not  be  kicked  into  a  war. 

Mr.Wiss  explained,  observing  that  he  had  said, 
not  that  this  Administration  could  not  be  kicked 
into  a  war,  but  that  it  could  not  be  kicked  into  a 
war  with  Gnat  Britain;  and  alleged  that  Tex- 
an officers  were  permitted  to  enlist,  openly  in 
American  cities,  soldiers  for  the  Texan  service, 
against  Mexico,  while  a  United  States  army  was 
stationed  upon  the  Northern  frontier  to  prevent 
the  interference  of  our  citizens  in  behalf  of  Canadian 
patriots. 

Mr.  Wick.  I  admit  that  the  reproach  was  con- 
fined to  a  war  with  Great  Britain.  But,  sir,  the 
cases  cited  by  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia 
are  not  parallel.  Ii  is  the  special  duty  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  provide  for  peace  upon  our  borders. 
Personal  collisions  on  our  Northern  frontier,  and 
(he  interference  of  our  citizens  in  Canadian  mat- 
ters, are  calculated  to  compromit  the  national 
safety.  On  the  other  hand,  interference  of  our  citi- 
zens in  the  contest  between  Texas  and  Mexico  en* 
sures  our  national  integrity,  because  it  tends  to 
raise  up  an  empire  of  friends  and  brothers  between 
eur  SoutnVn  boundary  and  a  people  aliens  to  us 
in  feeling,  policy,  religion,  andlaw.  Besides,  what 
bold  hand  shall  be  put  forth  to  stay  the  onward 
march  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  carrying  civiliza- 
tion, liberal  opinions,  and  enterprise  to  the  remote 
corners  of  the  earth,  baptizing  with  light  nations  in 
their  course  7 

In  the  progress  of  the  debate  upon  this  bill  hono- 
rable members  opposed  to  the  present  Administra- 
tion have  characterized  it  as  a  dying  power.  Tbey 
have  depicted  to  our  minds  its  last  dying  struggles. 
To  such  I  would  say,  in  the  nam*  of  Democratic 
principles,  "though  we  die,  yet  shall  we  live  again." 
Respectfully  too  would  I  offer  my  advice  to  the 
Opposition,  to  be  chary  of  reproaches  at  present. 
I  would  say  to  them,  You  have  kept  us  in  hot 
water  a  good  while.  Your  ingenuity  in  bringing 
forward  charges  has,  at  times,  puzzled  even  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
who,  in  order  te  answer  your  questions,  was  bound 
to  know  every  thing,  and  some  things  besides. 
You  have  had  your  day.  You  nave  succeeded. 
You  have  made  the  people  believe  a  portion  of 
your  evidence.  You  will  soon  be  in  power.  The 
tables  will  then  be  turned  upon  you.  You  will  be 
questioned  in  this  ball.  You  will  be  called  up 
to  answer  charges  in  relation  to  every  thing  under 
the  sun.    And,  although  yon  may  have  the  major 


part  of  talent  on  your  side,  yon  will  often  be  puz- 
zled. Sharp  tongues  and  bold  pens  will  gaff  you. 
You  cannot  bring  the  good  times  which  you  have 
promised.  Your  panaceas  for  State  and  individual 
indebtedness  will  faiL  Money  will  not  grow  oa 
the  bushes,  Jior  will  your  legislation  raise  prices,  or 
produce  demand.  Mind,  1  tell  you,  yon  will,  as 
Burns  said  of  one  of  his  poetical  heroes,  in  a  atom, 
you  will  "have  business  on  your  hands.**  Bvm 
"Old  Tip."  all  innocent,  as  he  will  quite  probably 
be,  in  the  premise*,  will  be  in  ah1  sorts  of  trouble. 
I  intend  to  do  him  justice.  But,  in  bitterness  and 
gall,  will  he  learnyUrom  partisan  injustice,  that  the 
While  House  is,  at  best,  a  jagged  palace,  that  its 
pillows  -are  filled  with  thorns,  instead  of  down,  and 
that  all  is  not  geld  there  that  glistened  in  Ogle's  eyes, 
8mee  I  have  been  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have 
discovered  that  it  is.  at  nearly  all  times,  perfectly 
in  order  for  a  member  to  "define  bis  positfe**  I 
wish  to  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity,  if  this  be 
the  proper  occasion,  and,  if  it  he  not,  I  ask  the  m- 
dulteuceof  the  committee  while  I  discharge  chat 
peremptory  duty  prescribed  by  the  lex  lad.  1  have 
cultivated,  of  late,  an  indifference  as  to  reputation, 
because  I  have  seen  that  much  of  that  which  is 
here  acquired  grows  out  of  a  waste  of  time,  tad 
indulgence  of  personal  rivalry  and  animal  tenden- 
cies. My  business  here,  sir,  is  net  with  iodividuv 
als,  but  with  subjects,  principles,  and  things.  I 
have  been,  to  a  great  extent,  a  silent  mecnlex;  and 
in  the  mean  time,  I  am  aware  that  some  falsa 
prophet  or  other  has,  by  statements  made  at  fawzasd, 
or  upon  authority  of  a  character  too  questionable 
to  justify  any  one  iu  committing  himself  thereon, 
produced  erroneous  impressions  concerning  the 
humble  individual  now  addressing  the  committeev 
Even  the  newspapers  have  received  their  lessen, 
and  have  pummelled  me,  in  prose  and  sonmj,  as  a 
renegade,  traitor,  and  all  that.  S&r,  I  was  net 
elected  as  a  Clay  man.  I  came  not  here  to  fouow 
in  any  one's  wake— to  be  no  one's  eulo- 
gist— to  take  exceptions  to  no  one  in  parue*- 
lar.  I  would  be  sorry  to  acknowledge  any 
man  a  a  "bit  better  than  he  ought  ta  be,"  and 
equally  far  would  I  be  from  acknowledging  any 
man'*  dangerous  greatness  by  making  him  the  ob- 
ject of  unceasing  attack  and  misrepresentation.  I 
do  profess  to  be  a  moderate  man— asoderate  hi 
feeling  and  action,  but  decided  in  opinion  and 
principle.  It  was  universally  known,  when  I  was 
elected,  that  I  bad  voted  for  Mr.  Van  Reran,  and 
bad  expressed  much  satisfaction  with  the  general 
tone  and  policy  of  his  Administration-  Rat,  tut, 
there  was  a  kind  of  informal  convention  on  the  sen* 
ject,  and  it  was  agreed  that  1  should  Tcrteagnmst 
the  Independent  Treasury  measure,  and  aboat  other 
things  do  as  should  seem  to  me  right  and  pfopnn 
And  npon  that  fooling  I  was  elected  by  bosh  perns, 
to  some  good  extent.  8iiy  I  have  Yioiated  ae 
pledge,  as  has  been  represented.  I  hare  Ireptnum 
with  my  constituency.  I  am  a  Democrat  of  the  Vir- 
ginia school— a  men  of  98.  I  cannot,  tor  a  mo* 
ment,  think  of  indulging  in  a  latttudinoee  conattasv 
tion  of  the  Constitution.  I  am  for  const!  ning  hw 
grant  of  powers  to  thiscentralGoYerauteat  ttriatl* 
and  to  the  letter,  reserving  all  other  powers  to  lbs 
municipal  action  of  the  States.  And,  sir,  I  net 
only  fear,  as  the  worst  of  all  political  evils,  the  as- 
sertion and  exercise  of  powers  by  the  Federal  Qo» 
vernment  not  expressly  granted  by  the  < 
I  go  further.  I  hold  that  the  original  < 
tween  the  sovereign  8tates  of  this  Confederacy  had 
for  its  motive  not  only  the  corporate  sslvamnae  of 


the  whole,  but  also  the  separate  advantage  of  each 
State;  and  that  if  the  Federal  Government  ahonid, 
in  flotation  of  the  Constitution,  trine  with  the 
rights  and  sovereignty  of  any  particular  Seam,  nam 
enact  laws  of  partial  effect,  oppressive  to  the  inte- 
rests or  rights  of  its  citizens,  or  conferring '  f  sandd- 
nities  and  benefits  upon  other  States,  dented  to  sash 
particular  S»ate,  without  legitimate  reuse*,  or 
adopt  measures  invading  rights  recognised  by  the 
charter,  such  particular  Bute,  its  consatejed  autbo- 
ritff 8  and  citizens,  have  s  right  to  recur  to  original 
principles,  resist  the  exercise  of  the  power  by/  the 
Federal  Government  not  delegated  to  ft,  and  do  the 
best  she  may.  Sir,  in  some  respects  the  Federal 
Government  is  sovereign— in  so  far  as  the  Consti- 
tution hss  made  if  so.    In  nil  other  respects  the 
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native  sovereignty  of  the  States  remains  complete, 
and  shines  forth  untarnished  by  assertion  and 
%  usage,  or  by  infringement  submitted  to  as  the  choice 
'  of  evils.  To  this  hoar  I  retain  the  opinion  that  the 
present  Executive  has  represented  Democratic 
principles  fairly  and  well,  and  therefore  I  have 
continued  my  support  thereto.  , 

Such,  sir,  is  my  political  creed.  That  it  was  al- 
ways such  I  wilt  not  say.  Ten  years  ago,  when  I 
was  as  honest,  but  I  think  not  so  well  informed,  as 
I  now  am,  I  was  a  latitudinarian — a  Federalist.  If 
any  one  jeers  me  for  changing,  T  will  tell  him  that 
fools  never  change,  and  that  wise  men  do  some- 
times. The  change  of  opinion  in  reference  to  my- 
self has  been  gradual,  honest,  and  complete.  It 
has  net  been  with,  but  again: t  wind,  tide,  and  the 
stream. 

A  word  as  to  the  coming  Administration,  and  I 
wilt  have  done.  If  President  Harrison  shall  be 
found  a  strict  constructionist — if  he  shall  withhold 
his  countenance  from  those  unconstitutional  and 
dangerous  measures  which  have  ever  been  pressed 
upon  the  nation  by  latitudinarians,  I  will  support 
his  administration,  and  encourage  others  to  abstain 
from  opposition.  But  I  must  not  be  expected  to 
support  his  administration  if  he  shall  lend  Execu- 
tive influence  in  furtherance  of  the  chartering  of  a 
national  corporation,  or  systems  of  expenditure 
giving  rise  to  a  necessity  for  the  creation  of  a  pub- 
lie  debt. 

[Mr.  Jemifeb  of  Maryland  here  asked  Mr.  Wick 
under  what  clause  of  the  Constitution  be  [Mr.  W.] 
claimed  authority  for  Congress  10  appropriate  mo- 
ney upon  the  Cumberland  road.] 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  Wick,)  the  Cumberland  road  is  a 
military  road,  essential  for  the  common  defence. 

[Mr.  Wwb.  Mr.  Jefferson  said  it  was  a  mili- 
tary road  ] 

Mr.  Wick.  Yes  J  Mr.  Jefferson  called  it  a 
military  road;  and  who  will  say  that  be  was  not  a 
strict  and  literal  construer  of  the  Constitution?  Sir, 
it  is  a  military  road.  Its  construction  is  necessary 
for  the  transportation  of  arms,  munitions,  and  pro- 
visions, and  to  the  march  oi  armies  to  that  Western 
frontier  upon  which  your  policy  has — wisely,  be- 
cause you>x>uld  do  no  better — located  the  fragments 
of  a  hundred  tribes',  who  may,  at  any  moment,  un- 
iheath  tbe  knife  and  fling  the  tomahawk.  And  be- 
yond interpose  between  you  and  the  Pacific  a  hun- 
wned  other  tribes,  with  whom  many  a  sanguinary 
struggle  may  .be  expected.  Nor  is  this  all.  Vou 
nay  yet  have  tp  grapple  with  the  power  of  the  two 
greatest  empires  on  earn,  in  a  contest  for  the  P*- 
sific  coast.  Sir,  you  may  deny  appropriations  for 
hat  road  now.  You  may  close  your  ears  to  the 
roice  of  reason  and  of  justice;  but  you  will  yet 
complete  that  thoroughfare  to  the  great  ocean.  You 
nay  incommode  the  present  generation  ky  refusing 
o  do  that  now  which  might  better  be  now  done 
baa  hereafter.  Bat  you  will  yet  obey  the  com- 
aands  of  nature  and  necessity. 


ELECTION  OP  SERGBANT-AT-ARMS. 

DEBATE  IN  THE  SENATE, 
Monday,  March  8, 1841. 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution 
nfcinitted  by  him  on  Saturday,  to  proceed  to  tbe 
lection  of  a  Serjeant-at-Arms  to  the,  Senate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
so'ntion.  After  the  death  of  Judge  Haight,  a  strong 
ppeal  was  made  to  this  body  on  behalf  of  his  widow, 
ad  arrangements  were  made  by  which  she  was 
►  receive  his  salary  for  the  entire  t*rm  for  which  he 
«u  elected;  and  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper  at  that  time 
ipreed  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Sergeaot-al-Arms. 
tits  course  was  adopted  from  motives  of  the 
arcst  philanthropy  and  justice:  that  the  Govern - 
ight  not  pay  two  salaries,  and  yet  that  tbe 
idow  might  receive  that  of  which  she  stood  so 
nch  in  teed.  And  now  at  the  close  of  this  ses* 
on,  when  there  was  no  earthly  use  for  a  Ser- 
sant-at-Arms,  why  should  ihey  impose  on  the 
reasury  a  double  salary?  When  (he  Democratic 
»nators  had  the  power,  they  refrained  from  using 
,  aad  determined  not  to  elect  a  Sergeant-at-Armsj 
•y  agreed  to  do  without  this  officer;  and  now,; 
bea  no  reason  for  the  election  exists — when  they 


could  do  without  him  until  the  meeting  of  Con* 
gress,  he  could  not  vote  for  an  election,  and  he 
called  for  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  adopting  the  re- 
solution. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  the  Senate  on  a  former  day 
had  thought  fit  to  ma'  e  a  liberal  grant  to  the  widow 
of  the  lateSergeant-at-Arms;  that  was  very  good 
in  itself,  but  it  afforded  no  good  reason  why  they 
shouM  dispense  with  a  Sergeant-at-Arms.  The 
office  was  vacant,  and  it  was  proper  that  it  should 
be  filled,  and  he  therefore  moved  that  they  proceed 
to  fill  it. 

Mr.  KltfG  expressed  his  surprise  that  the  gen- 
tleman had  thought  proper  to  bring  forward  this  re- 
solution at  the  close  of  this  Executive  session. 
They  had  a  law  firing  the  time  of  the  election  of 
their  officers,  aad  that  was  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  YOUNG,  with  the  permission  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Alabama,  interposed  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  before  the  Senate  the  precise  terms  of  the 
rule,  which  he  read  as  follow*: 

"Rulb  49.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms and  Doorkeeper,  and  tbe  Assistant 
Doorkeeper,  shall  be  chosen  on  the  second  Mon- 
day of  the  first  session  of  the  31st  Congress,  and  on 
the  same  day  of  the  first  session  of  every  succeeding 
Congress." 

Mr.  KING  said  that  was  the  law  to  tthich  he 
alluded,  which  was  binding  on  the  Senate  as  re- 
garded those  officers.  He  knew  gentlemen  said 
there  was  a  vacancy  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
Judge  Haight.  He  and  his  political  friends  knew 
the  fact,  but  though  they  bad  had  the  power  when 
the  vacancy  occurred,  they  dii  not  deem  it  obliga- 
tory to  go  into  an  election.  They  (the  Democratic 
party)  acted  fairly  towards  the  party  that  was  to 
be  th*  majority  after  the  4tb  of  March;  and  he 
asked  with  what  propriety  they  cou'd  make  this 
election,  and  go  before  the  country,  after  giving  to 
the  widow  of  their  late  officer  the  whole  salary  to 
tbe  close  of  the  year,  when  there  was  not  a  particle 
of  business  to  be  done  by  the  new  incumbent  who- 
ever he  might  be?  It  was  n<  thing  under  the  sun 
but  to  give  a  salary  when  the  officer  was  not  wanted 
and  when  there  were  no  duties  to  be  performed. 
If  this  was  the  "reform"  that  had  been  promised, 
the  new  Administration  would  not  have  much  to 
boast  of.  Here  an  officer  of  the  Senate,  not  wanted, 
was  to  be  forced  on  them  merely  to  give  him  the 
salary.  No  gentleman  could  get  up  and  say  that 
officer  was  wanted;  and  if  not,  he  asked  why  elect 
him?  Could  they  get  along  up  to  the  close  of  the 
late  busy  and  excited  session  with  their  present  offi- 
cers; and  could  they  not  close  this  extra  session — 
for  he  hoped  it  would  be  closed  that  or  the  succeed- 
ing day — without  an  additional  one?  If  this  was 
to  be  a  specimen  of  what  was  to  Jbe  exp?ced  from 
the  new  majority,  he  would  tell  them  that  many 
estimable  citizens  who  gave  their  support  in  the 
expectation  of  "Retrenchment"  and  "Reform," 
would  turn  away  from  them  with  sorrow  and  re- 
gret. But  they  were  amenable  to  the  people,  and 
to  the  people  he  would  leave  them. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Kentucky  said  really  It  appeared 
to  bin  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  were  disposed 
to  make  a  great  deal  out  of  a  very  small  affair. 
On  what  authority  did  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama venture  to  assert  that  this  resolution  was  to 
be  passed  to  make  a  place  for  a  favorite? 
Mr.  KING.  Tbe  fact  itself. 
Mr.  CLAY.  There  was  none.  Here  was  an 
office  with  certain  duties  attached  to  it;  that  office 
was  vacant.  If  the  office  were  unnecessary,  bring 
forward  a  proposition  to  dispense  with  it — altogether 
aSolish  it — and.  if  that  was  done,  he  undertook  to 
say  that  they  (the  present  majority)  should  not 
fill  the  office  while  the  proposition  to  dispense  with 
it  altogether,  was  un^er  consideration  Here  was 
an  office  with  duties  attached  to  it:  now  there 
might  be,  and  in  all  probability  would  be,  an  exta 
session.  There  was  no  official  announcement,  and 
he  spoke  only  on  common  rumor,  and  on  information 
attributed  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  him- 
self, in  some  remarks  on  a  recent  visit  to  Richmond. 
Was  it  not  then  of  consequence  that  the  office,  be 
filled,  and  that  the  officer  should  become  familiar 
with  the  duties  of  that  office  before  he  was  en  lied 
to  it?    The   salary   was— what?     Some   $1500. 


Well,  if  there  should  be  an  extra  session,  he  be- 
lieved no  gentleman  would  deny  that  there  should 
not  be  a  Sergeant-at-Arms;  and,  if  there'should  be 
an  exrra  session  two  months  hence,  and  the  salary 
be  $1500,  it  was  an  affair  of  0250.  Now,  it  was 
not  in  little  matters  of  this  sort— it  was  in  great 
and  important  sources  of  expenditure— those  mon- 
strous leaks  in  the  Treasury  which  had  left  it  dry 
— it  was  in  reforms  of  that  sort,  by  which  the  Ad- 
ministration coming  into  power  was  to  benefit  the 
eountry.  But  gentlemen  told  them  they  bad  Used 
the  salary  in  a  grant  to  the  family  of  the  late  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms: that  is,  that  those  having  the  power 
had  given  the  salary  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Ser- 
geant at- Arms;  and  because  they  had  exer- 
cised their  charity  in  *this  way,  the  public 
were  not  to  be  served  by  an  officer  whose 
duties  were  necessary.  Was  that  the  sort  of 
reasoning  by  which  they  were  to  be  dissuaded 
from  the  performance  of  a  necessary  duty?  He 
(Mr.  Clay)  did  not  complain  of  the  exercise  of  this 
charitable  disposition;  gentlemen  had  exercised  it 
towards  the  family  of  the  late  incumbent.  Be  it 
so:  they  (the  Whigs)  had  acquiesced.  But  he 
deemed  that  no  reason  they  should  not  fill  the  office, 
the  duties  of  which  might  be  necessary,  and  in  all 
probability  would  be  necessary,  in  foity,  fifty,  or 
sixty  days  from  this  time.  Weil,  then,  as  to  the 
role  which  bad  been  alluded  to  on  the  other  side:  it 
was  a  standing  rule,  and  for  what  purpose?  To 
bring  the  officers  in  review  before  the  Senate,  that 
they  might  decide  on  their  continuation  in  office 
'from  time  to  time.  But  did  any  body  suppose  that 
they  could  not  fill  at  another  time  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  occasioned  by  death?  Why,  suppose  they 
should  fill  this  biennial  office,  and,  two  days  after, 
the  officer  should  die:  eould  they  not  fill  the  va- 
cancy before  tbe  expiration  of  the  two  years?  Here 
was  a  vacancy,  the  duties  of  which,  he  repeated,  in 
all  human  probability,  would  be  necessary  in  a 
short  lime;  and  it  had  been  proposed  to  fill  tbe  of- 
fice. He  hoped  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  on  a 
reconsideration,  would  see  it  was  not  one  out  of 
which  any  thing  could  be  made  by  a  protracted  ar- 
gument. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  had  but  one  word  to  say  to 
the  Senator,  and  that  was,  that  there  were  no  duties 
to  be  performed  after  the  adjournment  of  this  ses- 
sion; and  therefore  thi9 — whether  the  salary  were 
great  or  small— was  simply  a  question  of  salary  to 
a  favorite.  The  Senator  had  talked  about  Sena- 
tors on  this  side  giving  away  the  salary  to  the  fa- 
mily of  the  late  Sergeant-  at-Arms.  Now,  did  not 
the  honorable  Senator  know  that  the  proposition 
came  from  one  of  bis  own  friends?  [Mr.  Whitm  of 
Indiana.]  That  proposition  was  pressed  on  tie 
good  feeling  of  Senators  contrary  to  his  (Mr. 
King's)  judgment,  and  he  did  not  vote  for 
it.  He  was  willing  to  vote  for  what  was 
usually  paid  for  the  burial .  of  such  an  or- 
ficer,  and  then  allow  bis  family  to  bury  him  in  its 
own  way;  and  he  so  stated.  He  thought  that  was 
(he  correct  course,  but  the  honorable  Senator's 
(Mr.  Clay's,)  friends,  and  a  portion  of  his  (Mr. 
King's)  thought  differently.  But  did  they  (the 
Democrat*)  seize  upon  the  circumstance,  when 
they  were  in  the  majority,  and  fill  the  vacancy? 
No:  they  acted  in  good  faith,  and  they  expressed 
themselves  in  good  fatte  that  the  vacancy  should 
not  be  filled,  as  (he  present  Doorkeeper  had  a* treed 
to  discharge  tbe  duties,  and  it  was  not  filled. 
The  Senator  (Mr.  Clay)  seemed  to  forget  himself 
in  his  over  anxiety  to  regulate  and  control  every 
thin?  at  his  will  and  pleasure.  Did  they  (Mr. 
King's  friends)  offer  to  fill  the  office?  Had  they 
not  the  power  to  fill  the  Vacancy?  They  bad,  but 
they  left  it  to  the  present  majority  to  exercise  their 
right  and  their  duty  at  the  proper  time;  but  they 
(Mr.  Kino  and  his  friends)  did  not  think  that,  at 
this  extra  session,  it  would  be  brought  forward, 
simply  to  make  a  place,  and  to  give  a  salary.  He 
was  not  to  be  twitted  with  the  exercise  of  improper 
liberality  towards  the  family  of  the  late  Serjeant- 
at-Arms.  He  was  willing  to  do  all  that  it  was 
right  and  proper  to  do,  bat  beyond  that,  he  was  not 
wilting  to  go;  beyond  1  that,  as  he  conceived,  the 
friends  of  the  gemkman  opposite  had  goo*  in  die 
exercise  of  their  liberal  feelings.  He  had  deemed 
itaduty  which  he  owed  to  himself  that  there  should  be 
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•  a  correct  understanding  of  this  matter;  beyond  (bat, 
he  knew  it  wis  useless  to  talk,  for  the  fiat  had  gone 
forth.  Be  it  so:  let  the  gentlemen  proceed  to  the 
•lection,  and  then  let  the  country  jodge  whether  it 
was  a  little  matter  or  a  great  matter.  "Straws 
shows  which  way  the  wind  blows." 
•  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  said,  it  seemed  to  him 
there  were  two  sides  to  the  question.  The  Senator 
from  Alabama  supposed  the  object  was  to  make  a 
place  for  a  favorite,  but  what  had  that  gentleman's 
party  done?  They  (the  late  majority)  had  the 
power,  and  what  did  they  do  in  this  matter?  Not- 
withstanding ihey  did  not  till  this  office— notwith- 
standing the  Doorkeeper  agreed  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  station  for  this  session— and  notwith- 
standing the  amount  given  to  the  widow  of  the  late 
Sergeant-at-Arms — from  that  quaiter  came  a  mo- 
tion to  give  to  the  acting  Sergeant-at-Arms  |1,000 
extra,  for  about  six  week's  service  in  discharging 
the  duties  of  that  office.  He  did  not  charge  it  on 
the  Senator  from  Alabama,  but  it  came  from  over 
the  way,  (from  the  Democratic  side  of  the  Louse.) 
That  motion  was  modified,  giving  |500  extra  for 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  which  the  Sergeaot-at- 
Aims  should  have  discharged.  Then,  as  a  matter 
of  economy,  it  the  office  is  not  filled,  a  proposition 
will  come  hereafter  to  give  the  Doorkeeper  the 
same  pay  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms.  Had  not  the  opposite  party 
laid  down  that  principle;  and  in  the  case  of  Attor- 
ney General  Butler,  where  one  officer  performed 
double  duty,  had  they  not  paid  double  fees?  Had 
they  not  laid  down  the  same  principle  in  the  identi- 
cal case  before  the  Senate?  He  (Mr.  8mith> 
voted  against  the  allowance;  but  when  the  gentle- 
men opposite  told  him  that  this  office  should  not  be 
filled  on  the  ground  <ot  economy,  and  by  their  ex- 
ample they  showed  him  thatjhey  gave  the  pay,  the 
charge  of  want  of  economy,  as  applied  to  him,  lost 
itself.  But  to  return  to  the  question.  Here  was 
an  office  vacant;  should  they  fill  it,  and  have  a  re- 
sponsible officer,  or  should  they  agree  to  give  the 
same  compensation,  by  way  of  extra  allowance,  to 
those  who  were  filling  inferior  stations  without  the 
responsibility?  This  was  the  ground  on  which 
he  should  give  his  vote;  and  the  gentlemen  oppo- 
site could  not  expect  the  argument  of  "economy" 
to  have  much  weight  on  him.  They  (the  Whigs) 
had  just  as  much  right  to  charge  the  gentlemen  op- 
posite with  wishing  to  keep  th-s  office  vacant,  that 
they  might  pay  an  officer  doable,  as  they  had  to 
charge  back  upon  them  (the  Whigs)  an  appo  at- 
ment  with  compensation,  wnere  there  were  no  du- 
ties to  be  discharged.  But  if  there  were  no  duties, 
why  did  not  the  gentlemen  opposite  discharge  the 
Doorkeeper?  It  was  not  a  question  whether  there 
were  duties  during  the  vacation  or  not,  though  he 
had  been  willing  not  to  fill  the  office. 

Mr.  KING.  So  you  were;  but  you  are  not  so 
now. 

Mr.  SMITH  would  fell  the  gentleman  why.  As 
the  matter  now  stands,  he  was  willing  to  give  bis 
vote  for  the  appointment  of  a  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
rather  than  have  inferior  officers  remunerated  by 
extra  compensation,  for  tbe  discharge  of  duties  of  a 
responsible  office. 

Mr.  KING  wished  to  correct  a  statement  of  the 
Senator  from  Indiana,  made  in  the  coarse  of  his 
remarks  on  this  subject.  Tbe  proposition  to  give 
extra  compensation  did  not  come  from  that  side  of 
the  Senate,  if  the  honorable  Senator  meant  the  De- 
mocratic side. 

Mr.  SMITH  replied  that  the  proposition  came 
from  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bcntow .] 

Mr.  KINGr  said  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  was  to  fix  a  regular  compensation, 
and  thereby  to  get  rid  of  the  "extras."  He  (Mr. 
Kino)  suggested  the  propriety  of  such  a  course, 
and  his  friend  from  Missouri  introduced  a  proposi- 
tion to  that  effect,  and  it  was  sent  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate;  and 
subsequently,  Governor  Knight,  who  was  not  now 
a  member,  but  who  was  as  worthy  a  man  as  ever 
occupied  a  seat  on  that  floor,  reported  from  that 
committee  the  proportion  to  give  the  extra  allow- 
ance to  the  Doorkeeper.  He  (Mr.  Kino)  knew 
just  as  much  about  these  things  as  theSena'or  from 
Indiana.  He  had  been  here  some  years;  be  had  not 
been  inattentive  to  passing  events;  and  he  had  seen 


that  the  course  which  had  been  pursued  in  relation 
to  compensating  their  officers,  led  to  difficulties. 
He  had  hoped  a  fixed  compensation  would  be 
agreed  upon.  Let  it  be  liberal,  let  it  be  per- 
manent, and  let  them,  thereby,  get  rid  of  ex- 
tra compensation.  But  it  was  thought  imprac- 
ticable by  the  committee  to  fix  a  compensation 
that  was  just  and  right,  and  when  the  allowance  to 
the  Doorkeeper  was  proposed,  who  objected?  His 
friend  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  HaifOKasoM]  objected, 
and  his  friend  from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Savwa,]  he 
believed,  and  one  or  two  more,  but  it  passed  by  al- 
most unanimous  consent.  Six  was  the  precise 
number  that  objected,  as  the  ayes  and  noes  would 
show.  Well,  now,  of  these  how  many  were  of  the 
other  side?  Only  two — the  Senator  from  Indiana 
and  the  Senator  from  Mississippi — and  four  were 
on  this  side;  and  this  was  to  be  the  groundwork  on 
which  the  gentleman  would  fix  their  vindication  of 
this  election  when  there  were  no  duties  to  perform, 
unless  the  new  Sergeant  ai-arms  came  here  and 
did  tbe  duties  to-day  and  to-morrow.  He  repelled 
the  remark  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  that  they 
wished  to  keep  open  an  office,  that  they  might  give 
additional  compensation  to  another  individual . 
That  individual  was  entitled  to  no  extra  compen- 
sation. 

As  to  the  extra  session,  it  appeared  that  they  had 
to  go  to  Richmond  for  their  information.  If 
the  extra  session  were  to  be  early,  the  State  he 
represented  would  be  without  representation  in 
the  other  House;  and  he  had  been,  therefore, 
desirous  to  know  when,  or  whether  an  extra  session 
would  be  held,  but  hitherto  he  could  get  no  precise 
information;  but  now  they  got  it  from  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  who  got  it  from  Richmond,  though 
that  Senator  bad  told  them  in  tbe  early  part  of  the 
session  that  there  would  be  one.  He  (Mr.  Kino) 
had  not  doubted  it  then,  for  he  took  it  jthe  Senator 
spoke  with  authority,  yet  he  had  male  inquiries  of 
Mr  Ewing  of  Ohio— a  gentleman  of  great  respec- 
tability, but  of  different  politics  from  him  (Mr. 
Kino) — who  ptomised  to  give  him  the  earliest  inti- 
mation of  the  period  fixed  npon,  which  he  bad  not 
yet  done.  However,  it  was  said  that  they  were  to 
have  an  extra  session,  and  they  must  therefore  go 
into  an  election  of  Sergeant-at-arms,  that  that  offi- 
cer might  make  himself  acquainted  with  his  duties. 
Why  this  was  really  laughable.  What  bad 
he  to  do?  Was  it  necessary  that  he  should 
study  three  or  four  months  to  learn  to  keep 
all  persons  out  of  the  Senate  except  such  as 
were  enumerated  on  the  rules  at  the  door? 
Had  be  to  go  through  a  long  course  of  studies  to 
learn  that  tbe  galleries  were  not  to  interfere  with 
the  deliberations* of  tbe  Senate?  These  were  the 
studies  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  1  Bat  he  felt  he 
was  merely  wasting  the  time  of  the  Senate,  and  he 
would  only  say  that  he  should  vote  against  the 
resolution.  He'cared  not  what  the  political  senti- 
ments of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  or  any  other  officer 
of  the  Senate,  might  be;  he  had  rarely  asked  him- 
self trie  question;  and  on  one  occasion,  when  be 
had  labored,  with  more  than  ordinary  zeal,  to  get  a 
worthy  but  unfortunate  man  elected  there,  tbe 
man  said  to  him,  "I  owe  it  to  you  frankly  to  say, 
that  I  am  an  old  Federalist."  He  was  elected,  and 
to  the  bast  of  his  ability  did  his  duty,  until  he  fell 
dead  in  yonder  room,  while  engaged  in  their  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  SEVIER  hoped  the  Senate  would  not  pro- 
ceed now  to  this  proposed  election.  He  had  been 
struck  with  some  surprise  at  tbe  remarks  of  the 
Seoator  from  Indiana,  [Mr. Smith]  The  position 
of  the  gentleman  opposite  was  that  they  (the  late 
majority)  had  been  in  the  habit  of  voting  extra  pay, 
and  therefore  the  other  side  were  disposed  to  fol- 
low that  splendid  example.  But  the  gentleman 
need  not  tell  htm  this  story,  for  although  the  gen- 
tlemen opposite  bad  cried  "reform,"  he  knew 
when  it  came  to  the  test  that  it  would  turn  out  to 
be  "humbug."  They  saw  it  the  other  day,  when 
fixing  the  compensation  of  postmasters  and  .collec- 
tors, and  now  they  saw  it  again.  Yes,  while  they 
had  the  cry  of  "retrenchment"  and  "reform"  still 
in  their  ears— while  they  had  the  flag  of  "reform" 
flying  across  the  Avenue,  they  had  this  commen- 
tary on  that  profession  of  "reform."  He  bad 
hoped  that  the  example  of  the  late  Administration, 


if  it  was  as  extravagant  as  it  had  been  represented 
to  be,  would  not  have  been  followed,  hut  that  the 
new  Administration  would  have  taken  a  nrw  and 
different  direction,  be  it  better  or  worse.  Bat  to  the 
salary  of  this  office,  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
fill.  Subsequent  to  the  death  of  our  late  Sergeant- 
at-Arms,  a  Senator  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Phelps,] 
moved,  no  doubt,  by  feelings  which  are  highly 
creditable  to  him,  introduced  a  resolution  propos- 
ing to  give  to  tbe  widow  of  the  deceased  fkie  hun- 
dred dollars  to  defray  the  expenses  of  carrying  the 
body  to  Vermont  was  for  interment.  This  amend- 
ed at  tbe  Suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  White,]  by  adding  to  the  sum  the  amount  of 
salary  for  the  whole  time  for  which  he  was  elected 
— two  years.  This  resolution  was  agreed  to,  aad 
agreed  to  on  tbe  understanding  that  the  present  As- 
sistant Doorkeeper  would  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  situation  for  the  present  year.  They  voted  this 
money,  and  it  was  paid;  and  tbe  Democratic  ma- 
jority—who  are  so  frequently  taunted  for  their 
recklessness,  by  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side — in 
accordance  with  the  understanding,  made  no  at- 
tempt to  fill  the  office,  though  they  had  the  power. 
But  it  was  said  they  wished  to  keep  the  office  open 
that  they  might  vote  extra  allowance  to  another 
individual  for  performing  double  duty;  but  if  at 
got  extra  compensation,  who  would  give  it  to  hitt? 
Are  you  not  the  majority,  gentlemen  Reformers? 
and  if  be  gets  extra  pay  at  the  next  session,  will  he 
not  get  it  at  your  hands,  and  not  at  oursf  He 
(Mr.  Sanaa)  only  viewed  tbe  proposed  d-spottl 
of  this  matter  as  part  of  the  system  to  be  hereafter 
pursued,  and  as  an  exemplification  of  the  purposes 
of  the  "great  Reformers"  of  the  last  few  months. 
He  saw  no  earthly  reason  why  this  election  should 
not  be  postponed  until  the  meeting  of  the  next  Con- 
gress. The  business  of  the  Senate  was  nearly  over, 
and  if  we  elected  the  officer,  he  would  have  no  ser- 
vices to  perform  during  the  recess— except,  per- 
haps, the  removal  of  the  carpets,  and  that  might  be 
safely  entrusted  to  the  Doorkeeper. 

Mr.  BENTON  believed  it  to  be  very  proper  that 
this  motion  should  be  postponed  until  the  second 
Monday  of  the  next  session.    Propriety  and  the 
existing  law  both  required  it.    He  had  been  inert 
long  enough  to  be  cotemporaneous  with  the  enact- 
ment of  the  law,  which  had  been  read  for  the  go- 
vernment of  this  body,  and  be  knew  the  reason  for 
its  enactment.    With  resprci  to  the  rule,  and  the 
practice  under  it,  of  this  side  of  Che  House,  be 
knew  all  about  it,  and  the  reason  for  its  adoption, 
and  the  reason  why  it  had  never  heen  departed 
from,  from  the  time  of  its  adoption  to  the  present. 
This  office,  which  fyey  were  told  was  necessary  to 
be  filled,  to  enable  them  to  conduct  thtir  bustnest 
with  regularity,  had  a  sufficient  attraction  in  it, 
from  the  amount  of  salary,  the  easy  nature  of  the 
duties,  and  tbe  respectability  of  the  elation,  to  very 
many  persons.    The  office  of  Secretary  to  die  Se- 
nate, the  Sergeant-at  Arms,  and  tbe  Doorkeeper, 
had  all  sufficient  attractions,  in  their  salaries,  aad 
duties,  and  stations,  to  make  them  desirable  to  ma- 
ny persons.    Tbe  office  of  Sergeant-af  Arms,  he 
considered  more  desirable  than  any  other  i*  their 
gift;  it  was  an  office  which  carried  along  with  it 
not  very  laborious  duties  for  any  period  of  we 
year,  but  the  supervision  over  others,  and  to  set 
that  they  did  their  duty.    When  the  session  was 
over  the  duties  of  the  Sergeant-ii-Arms  ceased;  aad 
until  tbe  ensuing  session  there  were  long  vacations, 
during  which  be  received  his  salary,  while  attend- 
ing to  his  own  business,  or  travelling  wherever  he 
pleased.    One  vacation  was  of  nine  months*  dera- 
tion, during  which  his  duties  entirely  ceased;  in  the 
short  vacation  he  had  six  months.    It  was  then  an 
office  that  was  desirable  to  a  great  number  of  per- 
sons— to  men  of  some  age;  men  who  had  tendered 
service  to  their  country,  perhaps  in  the  field,  petwafs 
in  the  council,  but  who  had  now  returned  to  pri- 
vate life,  and  who  needed  the  advantages  which  a 
salary  would  bring;  and  they  found  in  the  dunes  of 
Set geant-at- Arms  a  place  that  would  suit  them  in 
every  respect;  and  the  Senate  had  eeen  among 
those  who  had  applied  for  it,  persons  of  gnat 
respectability  in  tbe  country —some  who  have  hai 
stats  in  the  House  of  Representatives.     Seawfc 

»then,  the  respectability  of  the  office,  aad   the  emst 
many  that  applied  for  it,  it  was  necessary  that  a 
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*bould  be  fixed  that  persons  might  know 
to  apply,  and  (bat  the  Senate  mixht  have 
\  to  think  on  the  subject.  With  >his  view,  some 
yean  ago  a  day  waa  fixed  on  which  these  elections 
should  lake  place,  and  that  day  was  fixed  with  a 
gnat  deal  of  care;  It  was  not  the  first  Monday  of 
the  session,  nor  the  first  Thursday,  bat  the  second 
Monday,  be  that  when  it  might.  The  Senate  went 
on  the  assumption  that,£by  fixing  the  day,  it  would 
become  known,  and  that  all  persons  who  wished  to 
present  their  names  for  the  office  would  have  an 
equal  chance.  The  second  Monday  was  fixed  as 
the  day  on  which  the  office  should  bellied,  and 
one  week  was  allowed  for  every  Senator  to  get  in 
his  place;  and  from  the  day  on  which  the  resolu- 
tion waa  passed  to  the  present  time,  there  had  been 
no  attempt  to  depart  from  it  He  would  not  re- 
peat what  his  friends  had  said;  but  when  the  place 
became  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  late  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  they  refused  to  fill  it,  although  they  were 
then  in  the  majority.  But  what  did  they  expect? 
Why,  that  no  office  would  be  filled  under  that  rule 
of  the  Senate— especially  at  this  Executive  session, 
when  there  waa  no  business  for  such  an  officer- 
before  the  second  Monday  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  be  it  extra  or  otherwise.  But  while  this 
was  their  expectation,  and  all  the  advantages 
would  result  entirely  to  the  benefit  of  gentlemen  on 
the  other  aide— for  it  was  amongst  their  friends 
that  the  office  would  go— while  it  was  their  ex- 
pectation that  the  vacancy  would  nat  be  filled 
until  the  regular  time  of  filling  it,  they  found 
notice  given  on  8aturdsy  to  proceed  on  Mon- 
day to  an  election;  The  day  on  which  the  notice 
waa  given,  too,  was  well  selected;  it  was  a  day  on 
which  it  was  almost  impossible  that  any  large  por- 
tion of  the  community  that  might  be  interested  in 
this  appointment  on  Id  become  acquainted  with 
too  facte,  for  it  was  a  day  of  storm  and  tempest,  on 
which  but  few  human  beings  could  move  about. 
They  might,  in  fact,  say  that,  for  all  purposes  of 
publicity  to  the  community,  no  notice  had  been 
given  at  all;  for  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  la* 
ble  on  Saturday,  when  the  weather  prevented  pub- 
licity, and  yet  ihey  were- then  called  upon  to  go  into 
ao  election  and  violate  every  teason  and  every 
consideration  which  had  heretofore  governed  the 
conduct  of  the  Senate.  What  had  this  officer  to 
do,  be  he  whom  he  may?  for  he  (Mr.  Bjbnton) 
presumed  be  waa  fixed  upon— he  supposed  he  was 
already  elected,  so  far  as  the  substance  of  the  thing 
waa  concerned— the  form  ooly  beiog  wanted. 
What  had  be  to  do  from  this  time  to  the  second 
Monday  of  the  next  session,  be  it  regular  or  extra1? 
He  had  nothing  to  do,  but,  like  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  go  off  to  a  neighboring  State  if  be  lived 
there,  or  to  attend  to  his  own  business  if  be  lived 
in  this  city.  He  bad  nothing  to  do  from  this 
time  until  the  day  for  regulatly  making 
the  election  under  the  rules  of  the  House. 
'Why  then  this  baste— this  hot  haste?  Why  pre* 
cipitate  an  election  under  such  considerations? 
Why  violate  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  which  had 
been  adopted  for  their  Government  under  such 
eironmerances?  The  amount  was  small,  but  it  was 
something;  and  as  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  had 
■aid,  whether  small  or  great,  it  was  presisely  the 
same  in  principle.  When  they  discovered  that 
some  officers  of  the  Government,  such  as  marshals 
and  district  attorneys  bad  received  in  fees,  at  much 
an  #30,900,  #30,000,  and,  in  some  cases,  150,000, 
which  was  never  intended  under  our  form  of  Go- 
vernment, and  they  wished  to  place  some  limita- 
tion upon  it,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  re- 
sisted; and,  in  this  case,  they  also  opposed  any  at- 
tempt to  limit  expenditure*.  So  that  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  was  right;  be  it  large  or  small,  the 
resistance  was  the  same.  Certainly  they  (the  De- 
mocratic party)  had  acted  on  a  principle  which 
was  a  fair  one— that  of  not  filling  an  office  when  it 
was  not  needed,  and  when  it  would  give  an  undue 
advantage  to  persons  on  the  ground,  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  those  who  were  distant.  He  thought 
they  ought  to  postpone  this  resolution  to  the  second 
Monday  of  the  first  session  of  the  37th  Congress; 
he  would  make  that  motion,  and  on  this  question 
h*  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered. 

Mr  MANGUM  read  several  extracts  from  the 


journal  of  the* Senate,  to  show  that  at  the  extra 
session  of  1837,  the  8enate  had  elected  their  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms  and  other  officers. 

Mr.  KING  said  that  what  the  Senator  called  an 
extra  session,  was  the  first  session  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Congress;  and  the  action  of  the  Senate  in  that 
instance  was  right  and  proper,  and  strictly  in  ac- 
cordance with  what'  the  Democratic  Senators  now 
contended  for. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Benton's 
motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  30, 
noes  36,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Ala.,  Cutbbert,  Fnlton,  King,  Linn, 
McRoberts,  Nicholson,"  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn., 
Surgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Williams,  Wright, 
Woodbury,  and  Young.— 30. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Berrien,  Bates, 
Bayard,Clay,of  Ky.,Cboate,Clayton,  Dixon,  Evans, 
Graham,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Morehead, 
Manguoa,  Merrick,  Miller,  Porter,  Preston,  Rives, 
Simmons  Smith,  of   Ind.,  8onthard,  Tallmadge, 

White,  and  Woodbrtdge 26. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  had  not  intended  to  siy 
a  word  on  this  subject,  but  after  what  had  passed 
he  desired  now  to  say  a  very  few  words.  He  came 
into  this  body  in  1833,  in  a  most  exciting  session* 
of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  other  branch  of  Con- 
gress, as  many  honorable  Senators  would  well  re- 
collect; he  believed  on  paper  ihey  had  then  a  Se  r- 
geant-at-Arms,  but  he  (Mr.  Wriobt)  never  saw 
him,  and  he  did  not  believe  the  man  was  ever  in  the 
Capito»,  from  the  day  on  which  he  (Mr.  Wbioht) 
took  his  seat  until  the  close  of  that  session  of  Con- 
gress. The  duties  were  discharged  by  the  Door- 
keeper, precisely  as  they  have  been  since  the  death 
of  the  late  Sergeant-at-Arms.  That  too  was  the 
year  of  the  Presidential  election,  and  an  Execu- 
tive session  was  held  immediately  after,  but  he 
heard  nothing  of  an  election  of  officers  of  the 
Senate  of  any  kind;  but  the  Doorkeeper  acted  on, 
and  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  annual  ses- 
sion of  Congress  the  elections  were  made;  his  un- 
derstanding was,  that  the  Sergvant-at-Arms  had 
either  died  or  resigned.  He  mentioned  these  facts, 
for  he  was  a  stranger  to  this  body  at  that  time,  and 
he  believed  he  had  never  seen  an  occasion  in  the 
Senate  when  he  supposed  there  was  greater  neces- 
sity for  all  its  officers.  Gentlemen  would  bear  him 
out  when  he  said  that,  day  by  day,  during  the  short 
session,  their  galleries  and  lobbies,  and  not  the  re- 
cesses merely,  but  the  floor  itself,  was  filled  with 
persons  who  were  not  members  of  the  Senate,  but 
who  had  admission  under  the  rule.  It  was  the 
most  exciting  period  in  the  history  of  the  legisla- 
tion of  this  country  that  he  had  ever  known;  but 
no  claim  was  then  set  up  of  any  necessity  for  the 
appointment  of  these  officers  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  and  especially  at  the  close  of  a  short  Execu- 
tive session.  He  spoke  in  the  hearing  of  gentlemen 
who  were  members  of  the  body  at  that  time,  and 
who,  if  he  stated  the  facts  incorrectly,  could  cor- 
rect him;  he  did  not  design  to  do  so.  Well,  what 
was  the  authority  here  introduced  to  justify 
this  proceeding?  It  was,  that  on  the  new  Con- 
gress being  convened  in  September  of  1837, 
the  two  Houses  proceeded  to  elect  their  offi- 
cers. Now,  as  he  had  already  admitted,  a  few 
days  ago,  no  matter  when  the  two  Houses 
shall  be  convened  for  the  27ih  Congress,  then 
they  should  elect  tbeir  officers  for  the  Con- 
gress, but  not  at  this  Executive  session  of  the 
Senate.  The  Senate,  for  weeks,  had  sat  there 
quietly  with  no  Sergeant-at-Arms,  or  with  one 
who  did  not,  perhaps,  during  the  whole  session, 
appear  in  the  Senate,  or  not  more  than  once  or 
twice;  and  if  the  Senate.could  go  on  with  its  busi- 
ness at  an  exciting  period  without  that  officer, 
could  there  be  any  necessity  for  him  now,  when 
they  were  convened  as  an  Executive  session?  Bnt 
perhaps  he  was  departing  from  the  point,  for  he 
had  heard  no  argument  in  support  of  the  resolu- 
tion, only  that  they  should  put  a  man  at  school  to 
qualify  him  for  the  office  iu  time  to  come.  Well, 
if  that  were  a  necessary  duty,  that  office  was  to  be 
much  more  complicated  than  be  had  yet  known  it. 


By  their  permanent  rules  they  were  even  without 
authority  to  provide  for  contingencies  by  death  or 
other  vacancies,  but  they  had  settled  the  fact  that 
the  election  shall  bo  made— when?  A  month,  two 
months,  three  months,  in  advance  of  the  time  when 
the  officer  should  enter  on  his  duties?  No?  bnt  he 
believed  one  week  after  the  Congress  bad  assembled  - 
for  w hich  the  officer  was  to  be  elected.  He  had  ne- 
ver known  any  such  construction  of  the  rules  of  the 
Senate,  nor  was  such  an  idea  ever  before  entertained, 
that  they  should  put  a  man  through  drill  and  exer- 
cise to  make  him  competent  to  perform  these 
duties. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolution 
was  adopted,  ayes  36  noes  19,  as  follows: 

YE  A.S-~ Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Berrien,  Bates, 
Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Choate,  Dixon, 
Evans,  Henderson,  Huntington,  Ker,  Mangam, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Portef,  Preston,  Rives, 
Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
Wood  bridge,  and  White— 36. 

NAY4 — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Cutbbert,  Pulton,  King, 
Linn,  Mc Roberts,  Nicholson,  8evier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wright, 
Woodbury,  and  Young — 19. 

Mr.  MERRICK  then  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  nominate  Edward  Dyer  of  Washington 
city. 

Mr.  KING.  That  is  unusual;  it  is  out  of  order; 
we  make  no  nominations  here. 

Several  other  Senators  made  similar  observa- 
tions. 

Mr.  MERRICK.    I  was  not  aware  of  that. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Ser- 
geant*at-Arm«,and  the  Vies  Presidsht  announced 
the  result  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  46 

Of  which  Edward  Dyer  received  -       -  36 

Mr.  Dyer  was  accordingly  declared  duly  elected, 
and  took  the  oath  of  office. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  ADAMS, 

OF  MASSACHUSEITS, 
In  the  Hnut  of  Representatives,  February  4, 1841— -On 

the  bill  providing  for  an  issue  of  Treasury  Notes. 

The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Casit  of  Illinois'  in 
the  chair,)  on  the  bill  providing  for  an  issue  of 
Treasury  notes;  and  the  question  being  on  the  mo. 
lion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause — 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  Like  the  gentleman  who  has  just 
token  his  seat,  (Mr.  J.  Garland,)  it  had  not  been 
my  intention  to  address  the  committee  upon  the 
bill  now  before  it.  It  is  not  now  my  intention  to 
enter  into  all  the  topics  of  controversy  which  have 
been  introduced;  it  is  my  intention  to  make  only  a 
few  remarks. 

In  the  first  place,  in  reference  to  this  bill:  I  was 
prepared  to  vote  in  favor  of  it  on  the  first  day  on 
which  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  introduced  it.  I  have  been  prepared  to 
vote  for  it  from  that  day  to  tbu — and  to  vote  for 
it  with  as  much  expedition  as  is  generally  bestow- 
ed upon  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  ex- 
penditures of  this  and  the  other  House  of  Congress 
— wot  usually  takes  about  half  an  hour  in  each 
House.  This  is  a  bill  to  raise  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars for  (he  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  en* 
gagements  of  the  nation— to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
nation — to  pay  every-  man  or  woman  that  may  have 
a  jnst  claim  upon  the  Treasury— and,  in  voting  for 
it,  I  do  not  at  all  consider  myself  as  voting  for  a 
grant  of  money  to  the  Administration.  To  me  it 
is  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference,  ro  fares  regards 
this  bill,  who  or  what  the  Administration  may  be. 
I  vote  to  give  the  nation  the  means  to  pay  its  own 
debts;  and  lkat,  too,  without  stopping  to  inquire 
how  the  Treasury  has  come  to  be  in  such  a  condi- 
tion as  to  require  the  pss^age  of  this  bill  and  of 
other  bills  of  the  same  kind  for  which  I  have  voted 
constantly.  I  consider  my«elf  as  voting  to  enable 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  to  boast,  as  they  have  done,  that 
every  demand  upon  the  nation  nai  bc*»n  fully  and 
faithfully  met.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
has  made  that  boast.  Whether  it  has  been  correct- 
JH  ly  made  or  not,  is  a  question  into  which  I  will  not 


sto 


appendix  to  tHE  congressional  GLoite. 


fan.  1841. 


£&rp  CoxO""£hd  Skbs. 


Treatury  Note  Bill — Mr.  Adam*. 


H.  of  Rep*. 


enter  bow;  but  I  say,  if  this  has  been  dene,  it  has 
been  done  by  donations  of  money  from  this  and  the 
other  House  of  Congrets;  that  it  has  been  done  by 
donations  which  I,  for  one,  believe  might  not  have 
been  needed.    I  say,  therefore,  that  I  have  be  en, 
and  now  am,  ready  to  vote  for  this  bill,  and  that  I 
shall  vote  for  it  whenever  the  question  comes  up. 
I  should  probably  have  preferred  the  proposition 
suggested  by  my  friend  [Mr.  Barwabd]  as  to  the 
form  of  raising  this  money,  and  roost  especially  as 
to  the  means  of  meeting  the  engagements  which  it 
contracts — that  is  to  say,  that  the  means  for  the 
payment  of  these  five  millions  of  dollars,  interest 
and  principal,  should  be  provided  at  the  same  time. 
Thai  has  been  the  great  defect  in  all  the  Treasury 
note  hills  for  the  last  three  or  four  years;  they  have 
all  gone  to  increase  the  deficiency  in  the  Treasury; 
they  have  all  gone  lo  add  to  your  hardens;  and  they 
have  postponed  to  a  fat  are  d  a  y  the  means  of  pay- 
ing that  very  debt — not  only  the  debt  contracted  by 
the  notes  themselves,  but  the  debt  which  occasioned 
the  necessity  of  those  notes.    There  is  a  principle 
of  political  economy  from  which  I,  for  one,  would 
never  depart  with  my  own  consent;  I  never  would 
borrow  in  any  form— be  it  in  the  form  of  shin  plas- 
ters, Treasury  notes,  bonds,  scrip,  or  whatever  yon 
may  call  it — I  never  would  borrow  a  dollar  with- 
out providing  the  means  of  paying  it.    And  that  is 
the  fundamental  principle  on  whieh  the  funding 
system  of  Alexander  Hamilton  was  founded  at  the 
commencement  of  the  existence  of  this  Govern  men  t. 
He  laid  down,  in  his  report  to  Congress,  the  prin- 
ciple— and  that  principle  is  the  only  one  which  I 
conceive  to  be  vital  and  essential  to  the  justice  of 
any  thing  like  borrowing  money  by  Governments 
— that  when  you  borrow  money  you  shall  provide 
the  means  of  discharging  the  obligation — principal 
and  interest.    I  say,  therefore,  that  I  should  have 
preferred,  and  should  now  prefer,  if  such  were  the 
opinion  of  this  and  the  other  House  of  Congress,  to 
have  made  a  public  loan  in  a   regular  form,  in 
which   ample  provision  should  be  made  for  the 
payment,  not  only  of   the  Treasury  notes  them- 
selves, bat  of  all  those  arrears  and  deficiencies 
which  they  were  intended  nominally    to  supply. 
This  must  be  done  hereafter. 
.  Now,  probably  it  would  not  have  been  necessary 
forme  to  have  said  another  syllable,  if  topics  had 
not  been  introduced  into  this  discussion  upon  which 
1  do  feel  myself  obliged  to  say  a  few  words.    We 
are  about  the  commencement  of  a  new  Adminis- 
tration.   A  new  President  is  on  his  way  to  this 
city;  and  it  is  expected  that,  within  the  space  of 
one  short  month,  he  will  assume  the  position  of 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  country.    From  that 
circumstance— that  is  to  say,  from  the  introduction 
of  a  new  President  in  the  place  of  the  one  who 
now  fills  the  Executive  chair — I,  for  myself,  have 
drawn  one  conclusion.    I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
correct — probably  it  may  not  meet  the  views  of  a 
very  large  portion  of  this  House;  bat  I  have  drawn 
the  conclusion  which  I  believe  the  people  of  the 
United  8tates  have  drawn— that  is,  that  the  system 
of  administration  punned  by  the  present  existing 
President  is  not  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  this 
nation,  and  that  they  choose  to  have  a  change.    I 
will  not  enter  into  the  inquiry  now  whether  that 
conclusion  is  just  or  not.    I  think,  however,  that 
the  people  have  come  to  it,  and  I  concur  with  them 
in  iL    I  do  not  think  that  the  political  administra- 
tion of  the  present  incumbent  is  profitable  and  use- 
ful to  the  people  of  tni*  nation,  but  that  a  change 
was  a  desirable  thing.    And  there  I  stop— for  my 
part,  there  I  stop.    The  people  have  said  who  shall 
be  at  the  head  of  the  Administration  that  is  to  take 
the  place  of  the  present  one.    I  acquiesce  in  their 
decision.    But,  sir,  I  do  not  know— I  am  not  in 
the  confidence  of  th«  heal  of  the  new  Administra- 
tion—I  do  not  know  what  his  system  of  adminis- 
tration will  be.    A  system  of  administration  is,  of 
course,  a   very   comprehensive  and  complicated 
thing.    It  involves  all  the  subjects  which  have  been 
brought  into  discussion  on  this  bill,  and  which,  in 
my  opinion,  were  not  proper  to  be  brought  into  the 
consideration  of  this  i>ill.    Nay,  it  involves  more; 
it  involves  not  only  the  subject  of  the  finances — it 
involves  not  only  the  condition  of  the  Treasury, 
but  Of  our  foreign  affairs— of  our  internal  affairs 
—of  the  relations  between  the  United  States  and 


the  several  8<ates— of  our  relations  with  the  Indians 
— of  the  public  lands — in    short,  of  every  thing 
that  is  connected  with  the  transaction  of  the  public 
affairs  of  the  nation.    All  of  them  are  parts  of  one 
system;  and  almost  all  of  them,  if  not  all,   will  be 
brought  up  for  consideration  here.    I  say  this  dis- 
cussion is  premature — that  the  proper  time  for  it 
has  not  yet  come.    You  are  discussing  here  what 
shall  be  done — whether  we  are  to  have  an  extra 
session — what  shall  be  done  with  the  public  lands 
— what  shall  be  done  with  the  State  debts — what 
shall  be  done  with  State  rightr — what  shall  be  done 
as  to  a  National  Bank;  and  yet  yon  do  not  know 
what  is  the  opinion  of  the  President  elect  of  the 
United  States,  who  is,  on  the  4th  of  March,  to  take 
the  Executive  chair.    I  find  in  a  little  book  here — 
for  which  I  have  great  respect,  as  I  presume  the 
greater  portion  of  the  members  of  this  House  have 
— (the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  de- 
fines the  powers  and  prescribes  the  duties  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States)— I  say  I  find  it  is 
declared  that  "he  (the  President)  shall  from  time 
to  time  give  to  the  Congress  information  of  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  con- 
sideration such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  neces- 
sary and  expedient;  he  may,  on  extraordinary  oc- 
casions, convene  both  House?,  or  either  of  mem," 
dfce.    What  does  this  say?    Why,  making  the  ap- 
plication to  the  circumstances  of  the  present  time, 
it  says  that  when  General  Harrison  sha!l  be  inau- 
gurated in  that  chair,  or  on  the  steps  of  the  Capitol, 
or  wherever  It  may  be,  that  then  he,  he  shall  deter- 
mine,  amongst   other   things,   whether  a  neces- 
sity for  an  extra  session  of  Congress  exists;  and  if  he 
finds  that  necessity,  he  will  say  so.  and  act  accord- 
ingly. It  will  be  his  duty  to  do  thir,4nd  if  he  does  not 
find  such  necessity  existing,  he  will  say  so.    What, 
then,  is  the  use  of  our  debating  here  week  after  week 
whether  it  is  or  is  hot  necessary  to  have  an  extra  ses- 
sion?   I  mention  this  merely  as  one  example.    I 
might  go  through  the  whole  of  those  topics  which 
have  been  agitated  here  for  the  last  three  or  four 
weeks,  and  say  the  very  same  thing  in  regard  to 
all  of  them.  We  are  discussing  things,  as  to  which, 
in  the  first  place,  w«j  ought  to  know  what  are  the 
views  of  this  gentleman  who  is  coming  here  to 
take  possession  of  the  powers  thus  conferred  upon 
him.    We  have  been  doing  in  this  House  what  has 
been  doing  very  much  out  of  it,  I  believe,  too;  for 
we  are  all  in  public  and  in  private  every  much  ad- 
dicted to  what  is  called  settling  the  affairs  of  the 
nation;  we  have  been  doing  that.    We  have  been 
making   cabinets — we  have  all    turned   cabinet- 
makers; and  I  should  have  hoped  that,  amidst  this 
immense  mass  of  cabinet-makers,  we  might  have 
found  a  little  more  charity  and  mercy  towards 
manufactures  than  we  have  found.    I  say  we  are 
all  cabinet-makers.    Well,  we  ask  one  another 
every  day,  when  we  get  up  in  a  morning  and  go  to 
breakfast,  "Who  is  to  be  Secretary  of  State?" 
"Who  Secretary  of  the  Treasury?"    "Who  Post- 
master General?"    "Who  Secretary  of  the  Navy?" 
and  so  on.    One  says,  one  day,  "It  is  this  man;" 
another  says,  "No,  it  is  another  man,"  and  so  on. 
m  Among  other  things  which  I  have  seen  in  the  news- 
papers, after  the  disposition  of  certain  appoint- 
ments to  certain  gerrtlemen,  and  the  assignment  of 
certain  positions  to  individuals  who  are  not  to  have 
appointments,  was  the  statement  that  my  friend 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  was  to  be  the  leader  of 
this  House.     Well,  I  thought  that  as  I  have  been 
and  shall  be,  so  long  as  I  remain  here,   my  own 
man,  'and  no  other  man's,"  I  thonght  that  I  should 
be  as  glad  to  array  himself  ander  the  lead  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  as  under  that  of  any  other 
member  of  this  Hoose,  most  especially  from  what 
I  have  seen  of  bis  political  character  for  a  year  or 
two  past,  were  it  not  for  a  very  important  and  very 
vital  thing  to  my  policy,  in  which  I  stand  at  the 
opposite   pole  from   that  gentleman.    But,  alto- 
gether, he  has  been  so  cbivalric,  he  has  been  so  ef- 
fective, so  efficient,  in  exposing  the  abases  of  the 
present  Administration,  at  great  hazard  to  himselfr 
and,  as  I  thought,  laying  in  for  himself  a  great 
stock  of  credit  with  the  people  of  this  country,  that 
I  have  overlooked  and  forgiven  many  things  in 
which  he  and  I  are  altogether  at  variance,  and  iu 
reference  to  which  I  expect  that  I  always  shall  be 
at  variance  with  that  gentleman. 


When  he  first  reappeared  in  this  House  after  an 
absence  of  considerable  tribulation  to  himself,  and 
which  no  one  regretted  more  than  I  did,  I  thought 
the  gentleman  assumed,  very  distinctly,  very  une- 
quivocally, the  position  which  the  newspapers  I 
have  referred  to  hid  given  to  him — as  Che  lender  of 
this  House.  He  assumed  the  tone  and  the  manner 
belonging  to  that  station,  and  I  noticed  it  at  the 
time  in  the  few  remarks  that  took  place  between 
him  and  myself. 

Mr.  Wise  here  rose,  interrupting  Mr.  Adams, 
and  said*  (as  the  Reporter  understood,  though  it 
was  with  difficulty  he  heard,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
Mr.  W.  turned  to  the  other  side  of  the  House,)  me 
gentleman  has  asserted  not  mat  he  in/erred  that  I 
assumed  any  such  thing,  not  that  it  was  his  opinion, 
but  I  understand  him  to  have  asserted  the  tact,  and 
I  wish  him  now  to  say  whether  he  does  assert  the 
fact  that  I  assumed  that  tone? 

Mr.  Adams.  I  am  glad  to  repeat  the  assertion  I 
made  when  the  gentleman  put  the  question  to  me 
on  a  former  occasion.  I  did  not  say,  nor  intend  to 
say,  that  he  had  announced  himself,  as  from  bis 
installation,  as  the  leader  of  this  House.  What  I 
said,  and  what  I  now  say  is,  that  the  tone  and  man- 
ner with  which  he  came  into  this  Hoose  after  his 
absence,  were  such  as  to  assume  ipnJ&U,  whether 
recognised  by  this  House  or  not,  the  poeitkm  of 
leader.  That  is  what  I  said,  and  that  is  what  I  re- 
peat. And  in  saying  this,  I  most  return,  my  sincere 
and  cordial  thanks  to  the  gentleman  Tor  having 
said,  on  that  occasion,  that  he  should  -be  extremely 
averse  and  unwilling  to  quarrel  with  me.  nose, 
I  believe,  were  his  words;  I  do  not  misrepresent 
them.  ' 

Mr.  Wise  here  catted  upon  Mr.  Adams  Id  desig- 
nate the  time  at  which  this  occurrence  had  take* 
place. 

Mr.  Adams.  It  was  at  the  re-appearance  of  the 
gentleman  in  his  seat  here  after  a- roa^  absence  oc- 
casioned by  sickness.  I  believe  the  committee 
have  a  pretty  distinct  recollection  of  what  took 
place  then,  if  the  gentleman  has  not. 

Mr.  Wise  was  understood  to  say  that  he  had  no 
knowledge  bf  any  re-appearance,  or  of  any  era 
which  could  be  exactly  characterised  by  me  term 
re-appearance. 

Mr.  Adams.  I  will  not  take  issue  with  the  gen- 
tleman on  that  point.  Hie  time  when  I  fitit  no- 
ticed the  gentleman's  assumption  in  this  House- 
as  I  consider  it,  not  as  he  announced  it — of  the  po- 
sition of  leader  which  the  newspapers  had  assigned 
to  him,  is  not  many  days  past;  it  is  within  the  re* 
collection  of  all  the  members  now  present  and  then 
present.  It  was  not  at  the  last  session  of  Concrete; 
and  if  he  is  in  any  manner  hurt  at  the  use  of  ua 
term  "re-appearance,"  I  will  retract  it— and  I  will 
say  it  was  his  appearance  on  that  particular  occa- 
sion. The  gentleman,  very  much  to  my  regret, 
and  to  that,  I  presume,  of  a  majority  of  this 
House,  and  I  trust  I  may  say  of  the  people  of  this 
nation,  was  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress  and  of  the  present  absent  from 
his  seat.  I  regretted  it;  not  only  from  the  dream- 
stance  itself  and  from  my  friendly  feelings  towards 
him,  but  from  the  cause,  which  I  understood  to  be 
very  severe  indisposition.  However,  as  I  have 
said,'  if  the  word  "re-aDr^anUM*"  has  any  thing  in 
it  offensive  to  him,  I  withdraw  it.  I  simply  refer 
to  a  particular  time  which  is  within  the  reeoHeenon 
of  every  member  now  here  and  who  was  bete  then. 
And  it  was  at  the  same  time  when  the  gentleman, 
amongst  other  things,  said  that  General  Harriaoa 
was  under  more  obligation  to  him  than  he  was  to 
General  Harrison.  I  considered  that  as  0/ itself 
not  only  assuming  the  position  of  leader  here,  cat 
asserting  that  there  was  a  balance  ef  accounts  due 
between  him  and  General  Harrison  which  the  gen- 
tleman expected  to  receive  at  some  time  or  otter. 
That  was  the  time  to  which  I  refer. 

Mr.  Wise  here  intimated  that  he  did  not  preefee* 
ly  hear  what  the  gentleman  had  said. 

Mr.  Adams.  What  1  understood  the  mmtlemaa 
to  say  was,  that  General  Harrison  owed  more  * 
him  than  he  owed  toGeueral  Harrison;  and  I  say  I 
I  inferred  from  that  there  was  a  balance  ofacceaan 
to  be  settled  between  them,  whiah  the  gemleanan  ex- 
pected to  receive  in  due  time,  it  was  also  at  thetw* 
when  he  made  some    remarks    on    th 
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of  duelling,  which,  not  to  misrepresent  him,  I 
will  read  from  a  report  of  the  remarks  which  I 
found  in  the  National  Intelligencer.  If  tbey  are 
not  correctly  reported,  I  desire  the  gentleman  to 
jay  90. 

Mr.  A.  then  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  the  follow- 
ing  report,  taken  from  the  "National  Intelligencer," 
and  which  was  read  by  the  Clerk: 

.  Mr.  Ww  then  rote  and  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  Y  do  not  chink 
1  war  will  giro  way,  while  I  have  the  floor,  to  another  scene 
of  thte  eon.  The  anti-duelling  bill  ie  producing  its  bitter 
traits— it  is  making  this  Rouse  a  mere  "bear-garden."  We 
have  an  example  in  the  present  instance.  Here,  with  permis- 
sion of  the  Chair  and  committee,  and  without  a  caU  to  or- 
der from  any  body,  we  see  and  hear  one  member  [Mr, 
Jonroov]  say  to  soother  JMr.  Duncan]  'that  he  had  been 
branded  as  a  coward  oa  this  floor;"  the  other  says  back  that  "be  is 
a  liar!"  And,  sir,  there  the  matter  will  stop— there  will  be 
no  fight. 


Mr.  Wise.    That  is  a  correct  report. 

Mr.  Adim8.  It  is  a  correct  report?  Well,  sir, 
It  was  suggested  to  me  by  a  friend  of  mine  that  it 
was  not  correct,  although  my  own  recollection  in- 
clined me  to  the  belief  that  it  was.  Bat,  however 
thai  may  be,  the  gentleman  now  roaches  that  it  is 
a  correct  report.  I  was- going  to  say  that  1  return 
him  my  cordial  thanks  for  the  assertion  which  he 
made  to  me,  and  which  I  do  not  expect  he  is  about 
to  recall,  (though,  if  he  does,  of  coarse  I  mast  sub- 
mit;) 1  say  that  assertion  was  heard  by  me  with 
great  pleasure.  He  said  (or  words  to  that  effect) 
that  there  was  no  member  here  with  whom  he 
would  be  more  unwilling  to  quarrel  than  with  me; 
and  he  conveyed  this  sentiment  in  complimentary 
expressions  with  regard  to  my  age  and  experience, 
and  those  things  which,  he  said,  entitled  me  to  his 
general  respect.  I  thank  him  cordially  for  all 
this,  and  I  am  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of  as- 
suring him  that  there  is  no  gentleman  in  this  Honse 
with  whom  I  would  be  more  unwilling  to  quarrel 
than  with  him.  And  I  do  not  intend  ever  to  quar- 
rel with  him,  whether  he  thinks  proper  to  quarrel 
with  me  or  not.  If  he  intends  to  do  so,  that  is  his 
concern.  Therefore,  I  do  not  mean  to  do  him  in- 
justice in  any  shape  or  form;  and  I  declare  that  it 
is  with  extreme  pain  and  reluctance  that  I  nave 
said  what  I  have  said,  and  shall  say  what  I  still 
have  to  say  in  relation  to  that  gentleman. 

He  has  acknowledged  the  report  of  his  remarks 
oa  the  subject  of  duelling  to  be  just  and  true.  And 
what  is  the  inference  I  draw?  He  gave  an  account 
of  a  very  unpleasant  scene  between  two  members 
on  this  floor— a  painful  scene,  I  suppose,  to  him 
and  me— much  so  to  me— and  his  lamentation  in 
consequence  of  it  was,  that  "there  would  be  no 
fight."  That  was  one  of  the  "bitter  fruits,"  he 
said,  "of  the  duelling  law." 

Mr.  Wise  here  rose  and  said  that  he  took  this 
personal  reference  as  an  act  of  great  injustice. 
The  language  he  had  used  was  incapable  of  such  a 
construction  by  any  torture,  of  malice  itself,  even 
from  a  foe— much  less  from  a 'gentleman  with 
whom  he  desired,  with  whom  it  was  his  pride,  to 
be  friendly.  I  say  (continued  Mr.  W.)  that  such 
a  construction  cannot  be  justly  pat  upon  my  lan- 
guage; it  is  not  the  meaning  I  intended.  And  the 
gentleman,  whilst  in  the  very  act  of  disclaiming 
a\ny  intention  to  do  me  injustice,  is  doing  me  most 
-violent  injustice— an  injustice  which  he  is  obliged 
to  go  out  of  his  way  to  do— en  injustice  which 
cannot  possibly  be  founded  in  a  good  or  friendly 
motive  of  any  description.  I  say  so  with  pain  and 
regret 

Mr.  Adams.  The  gentleman  has  given  notice 
in  the  newspapers  to  his  constituents  that  tbey  must 
not  form  their  opinion  about  his  course  until  he 
had  written  out  his  remarks.  He  is  going  to  write 
them  out.  I  hope,  when  be  does  so,  he  will  write 
that  passage  as  a  part  of  his  speech;  and  then, 
when  it  goes  forth  to  the  whole  people  of  this  na- 
tion—doellists  and  non-duellists — I  am  willing  to 
leave  the  construction  of  what  the  gentleman  at 
that  time  said,  to  their  unbiassed,  unsophisticated 
sense,  and  to  stand  at  issue  with  him  on  the  point. 
Let  him  reply  as  he  pleases— 1  say  it  is  the  fair 
coostrHcMou  of  his  language,  that  his  lamentation 
was  for  the  loss  of  the  fight  that  might  have  ensued 
if  the  thing  had  occurred  before  the  passage  of  the 
dttellinglaw. 

Mr.  WtsB  called  Mr.  Adams  to  order— insisting 
»1 


that  no  more  violent  insult  could  be  offered  to  him, 
as  a  gentleman,  than  this. 

[The  contusion  in  the  Hall  was  here  so  great 
that  the  reporter  could  not  hear  more  than  the 
general  purport  of  what  was  said;  but  he  under- 
stood Mr.  Wise  as  saying] — 

That  if  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (and  he,  Mr.  W.  used  this  term  in  no 
cant  seriousness,  but  in  that  sincere  respect  which 
age  should  always  command)  was  permitted  to 
pursue  this  course  of  personal  insult,  after  the  dis- 
claimer he  (Mr.  W.)  had  made  that  such  was  not 
his  meaning,  he  would  be  compelled  to  use  lan- 
guage to  that  gentleman  which  was  not  becoming 
the  order  of  ibis  House,  and  which  he  would  not 
nie  if  he  could  avoid  it. 

The  Chairman  said  he  did  not  understand  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  as 
making  personal  allusions  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise.) 

Mr.  Wise.  I  understand  the  gentleman  as  re- 
peating as  fact  that  which  is  unfounded  and  un- 
just—(I  apply  this  language  not  personally,  but 
merely  as  repelling  the  imputation  upon  me)— not 
to  use  stronger  language— namely,  that  I  meant  to 
encourage  a  fight,  or  lamented  that  there  would 
not  be  one.  I  denied  it,  and  yet,  in  the  face  of 
that  denial,  the  gentleman  persists  in  adding  insult  to 
injury — injury,  in  the  first  place,  in  attributing  to  me 
a  meaning  which  I  never  had,  and  insult  in  re- 
peating it  after  I  had  disclaimed  it.  I  call  the  gen- 
tleman to  order,  and  ask  for  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. — [The  closing  sentence  was  not  heard  dis- 
tinctly by  the  Reporter— but  it  was  understood  to 
be,  that  if  the  committee  permitted  the  gentleman 
to  proceed,  and  he  persisted  in  this  course  of  re- 
mark, be  (Mr.  W.)  would  hurl  an  insult  at  him 
which,  if  he  were  not  a  venerable  gentleman,  would 
have  its  meaning.] 

The  Chairman  said:  The  Chair  does  not  under- 
stand the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
ADAMd)  as  making  a  personal  reference  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise,)  but  simply  as 
giving  his  views  of  certain  remarks  made  by  the 
latter  gentleman. 

Mr.  Wise.  And  the  gentleman  irom  Massa- 
chusetts is  reiterating  the  charge  that  such  was  my 
meaning,  after  I  had  disclaimed  it 

The  Chairman.  The  Chair  did  not  understand 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  as  saying  that 
such  was  the  meaning  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, but  only  as  asserting  that  such  was  the  con- 
struction which  he  put  upon  the  language. 

Mr.  Wise  was  understood  to  say  (though  very 
doubtfully  heard)  that  he  lamented  that  this  House 
having,  by  its  law,  stopped  duelling,  did  not  at  the 
same  time  take  upon  itself  to  provide  a  remedy  by 
putting  a  stop  to  insult.  He  would  not  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  might  take  his  own  track— he  (Mr. 
W.)  would  take  his. 

Mr.  Adams.  I  am  glad  that  the  gentleman  is 
willing  I  should  take  my  own  track;  and  if  he  will 
do  me  the  favor  not  to  make  three  speeches  to  my 
one,  he  will  confer  an  additional  obligation  upon 
me.  He  is  perfectly  at  liberty  to  make  what  reply 
he  chooses.  He  may,  if  he  likes,  insult  me,  as  he 
threatens  that  he  will.  I  have  said  I  shall  not 
quarrel  with  him.  What  did  he  mean  by  saying 
that  these  were  the  bitter  fruits  of  the  duelling 
law? '  Was  it  such  a  scene  as  that  which  happened 
in  the  House  that  called  forth  this  expression?  No; 
such  scenes  have  happened  twenty  times  before, 
when  there  was  no  duelling  law.  The  object  of 
the  duelling  law  was  to  prevent  such  scenes— and, 
although  it  has  not  entirely  done  so,  yet  I  thank 
God  that  it  has  produced  a  good  effect;  for  the  gen- 
tleman himself  foresaw  that  there  would  be  no 
fight.  After  what  has  taken  place  in  this  House 
already,  it  would  have  been  a  deep  aggravation  to 
my  feelings  if  there  had  been  a  fight,  and  these 
gentlemen  [Messrs.  W.  C.  Johnson  and  Duncan] 
had  hurt  each  other.  And  that  which  is  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  the  bitter 
fruit  of  that  law  is  to  me  its  most  glorious  fruit— 
for  it  has  prevented  the  fight  which  frequently  fol- 
lowed similar  collisions  between  members  of  this 
House.  The  gentleman  was  all  ready  to  go  out  on 
a  mere  excuse  for  doing  so— it  would  have  given 


him  great  delight  if  some  more  Cilley  scenes  had  . 
been  enacted  in  Uys  House. 

Mr.  Jenifer  here  rose  and  called  Mr.  Adams  to 
order — at  the  same  time  appealing  to  the  Chair  to 
enforce  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Andrews  rose  for  a  similar  purpose. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  said  some- 
thing, which,  amidst  the  great  uproar,  the  Reporter 
could  neither  bear  nor  understand. 

Mr.  Wise  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts would  not  be  stopped.  Let  him  go  on;  let  him 
throw  out  his  venom — bitter,  malicious,  deadly 
as  it  was.  If  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  have  an.  oppor- 
tunity to  reply,  that  was  all  he  asked. 

Mr.  Adams.  Certainly  the  gentleman  shall  have 
an  opportunity  to  reply  to  his  heart's  content  I 
stand  upon  ground  which  I  do  not  mean  to  concede 
to  him.  I  maintain  that  the  duelling  law  Is  one  of 
the  best  laws  that  ever  was  enacted. 

Mr.  Andrews  here  rose  and  inquired  of  the 
Chair  what  was  the  question.  He  rose  to  a  point 
of  order,  and  he  should  insist  upon  a  decision* . 

The  Chairman  said  the  debate  had  taken  an  ex- 
ceedingly wide  range;  and  that  the  Chairman  could 
not  stop  it  now,  so  long  as  personalities  were 
avoided. 

Mr.  Andrews.  Does  the  Chair  decide  that  it  is 
in  order  for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to 
proceed  in  the  manner  in  which  he  is  now  address- 
ing the  committee? 

The  Chairman  said  that,  whilst  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  avoided  personalities,  the 
Chair,  looking  to  the  range  of  debate  which  had 
hitherto  been  allowed,  could  not  arrest  him. 

Mr.  Andrews  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair;  but,  almost  in  the  same  instant,  withdrew 
the  appeal. 

Mr.  Adams  proceeded.  The  subject  I  have  now 
touched  upon  is  not  so  wide  and  remote  from  the 
subject  before  the  committee  as  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Andrews]  and  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Jenifer]  appear  to  suppose.  I  am 
going  to  give  to  this  committee,  if  I  may  be  permit- 
ted, my  reasons  for  not  being  willing  to  put  myself 
under  the  lead  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wise,]  as  the  representative  of  the  next  Ad- 
ministration in  this  House;  and  among  those  rea- 
sons is  his  deliberate  and  oft-repeated  opinion  that 
the  practice  of  duelling  ought  to  be  allowed  in  this 
District  between  the  members  of  this  House,  and 
that  the  duelling  law,  in  making  wh:oh  1  take  to 
myself  the  pride  of  having  had  an  effective  instru- 
mentality, and  which  I  am  bound  not  to  see  treated 
with  contempt,  has  been  productive  of  biUerfnnti. 
And  this  is  not  the  first  time  that  the  gentleman  has 
uttered  such  sentiments;  he  has  repeatedly  before 
expressed  his  opinion  about  the  biltenuss  of  the 
fruits  of  that  law.  I  say,  therefore,  that  I  will  not 
put  myself  under  the  lead  of  any  professed  duellist, 
whether  he  thirsts  for  blood  or  not,  whether,  after 
having  shot  a  man  through  the  heart,  he  can  go  on 
and  shed  tears  for  his  fate. 

Mr.  Chinn  here  rose  to  a  point  of  order — remark- 
ing that  the  committee  might  assure  itself  he  would  t 
not  withdraw  it. 

The  Chairman.  The  Chair  hopes  that  the  gen-  t 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  will  not ' 
proceed  further  in  this  strain  of  remark. 

Mr.  W.  Cost  Johnson  wished,  he  said,  to  gain 
the  floor  for  a  moment,  if  he  could. 

Mr.  Adams.    There  is  another  duellist. 

Mr.  Johnson  proceeded.  He  said  that,  as  his 
name  had  been  read  aloud  from  the  Clerk's  table,  he 
wished  te  make  one  remark.  He  made  it  lest  this 
discussion  should  go  further,  and  take  a  latitude 
which  he  should  himself  grieve  to  be  indulged.  I 
shall  only  say,  that  I  presume  the  member  to  whom 
I  once  made  allusion  here  [Mr.  Duncan]  has  been 
satisfied  with  his  position.  I  am  satisfied  with 
mine.  I  shall  not  refer  to  him  again;  and  I  pre* 
sume  we  both  consider  the  account  settled  and  ba- 
lanced. But  I  will  say  that,  saving  and  excepting 
that  individual,  to  whom  I  disclaim  making  any  re- 
ference now  or  hereafter,  and  saving  and  excepting 
the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  if  any 
man,  no  matter  of  what  party  or  politics  he  may . 
be,  makes  one  single  indelicate  allusion  to  me, 
whether  I  will  or  will  not  pursue  this  course  or 
that,  he  will  see  what  will  be  the  consequence. .  4* 
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will  see  whether  there  will  be  a  fight  or  not.    I 
give  this  as  a  fair  monition  to  this«House. 

Mr.  Adams.    He  will  see  what  he  will  see. 

la  what  I  have  said,  and  in  what  I  am  yet  about 
to  say,  if  in  order,  if  the  committee,  and  especially 
the  duellists  of  this  committee,  will  permit  me,  my 
object  is  to  assign  reasons  why  I  will  never  put 
myself  under  the  lead  of  a  professed  duellist  in 
this  House;  and,  for  that  purpose,  I  must  remark 
upon  the  duelling  law,  being  the  thing  which  pro- 
hibits ihfct  practice. 

Mr.  Wise  again  rose  to  order. 

Mr.  Adams.  Let  me  proceed;  you  may  have  a 
week  to  answer  me,  if  you  choose. 

Mr.  Wise.  I  may  not  have  an  opportunity 
Does  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  intimate 
that  I  am  a  professed  duellist  because  I  might, 
under  certain  circumstance?,  fight?  I  never 
shot  a  man  through  the  heart,  nor  has  any  man 
been  laid  in  the  grave  by  my  bullet.  I  have  uni- 
formly denounced  the  practice.  I  abhor  it.  I 
have  avoided  it,  and,  if  possible,  I  will  avoid  it  to 
the  day  of  my  death.  I  know  of  no  character 
more  to  be  abhorred  than  that  of  a  professed  duel- 
list. I  have  been  engaged  in  duels,  and,  if  such 
eases  should  again  occur,  I  might  do  as  I  have 
done  before.  But  if  the  gentleman  means  to  de- 
signate me  as  such  a  character,  I  will  ask  him  to 
lay  his  hanfl  upon  the  time  or  occasion  when  I 
ever  professed  more  than  this — that  I,  for  one,  like 
my  friend  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Johnson]  would 
not  be  bound  by  that  act,  if  such  a  case  should 
again  occur;  ana  that,  so  far  as  I  am  a  duellist,  the 
act  is  mere  brutumftUmen;  it  has  no  force  upon 
me.  And  all  I  have  said  of  it  was,  that,  without 
the  power  to  prevent  a  fight,  it  gave  all  the  en- 
couragement to  a  quarreL 

Mr.  Adams.  I  am  not  willing  to  be  led  away 
by  false  issues.  I  did  not  charge  the  gentleman 
with  being  a  duellist.  He  knows  what  his  profes- 
sions are,  and  he  knows  what  his  practice  is.  I 
did  not  charge  him,  I  say,  with  being  a  duellist.  I 
said  that,  as  a  public  man,  I  never  would  put  my- 
self under  the  lead  of  a  professed  duellist;  and  I  re- 
peat it.  The  gentleman  now  declares  in  the  face 
of  tbe  committee,  that  he  abhors  the  practice  of 
duelling.  I  am  extremely  happy  to  hear  it,  and  I 
hope  that  bis  practice  from  this  day  to  the  end  of 
bis  life  will  confirm  that  profession. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  practice  of  duelling.  I  do 
understand  the  gentleman  as  maintaining  that  duel- 
ling between  members  of  this  House,  for  matters 
passing  within  this  House,  is  a  practice  that  ought 
not  to  be  suppressed.  I  understand  him  to  main- 
tain that  doctrine  now.  I  maintain  the  contrary; 
and  I  maintain  it  for  the  independence  of  this 
House— for  my  own  independence — for  the  inde- 
pendence of  those  with  whom  1  act — for  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  members  from  the  Northern  sec- 
tion of  this  country,  who  not  only  abhor  duelling  in 
theory  but  in  practice,  and  in  consequence  of  which 
members  from  other  sections  are  perpetually  in- 
sulting them  on  this  floor,  under  the  impression 
that  the  insult  will  not  be  resented. 

Mr.  Campbell  of  South  Carolina  rose  and 
called  Mr.  Adams  to  order. 

The  Chairman  said  something,  of  which  the  Re- 
porter could  not  hear  a  word;  (tbe  House  at  this 
moment  being  in  a  state  of  tempestuous  uproar.) 

When  the  voice  of  Mr.  Adams  agsin  caught  the 
ear  of  the  Reporter,  Mr.  A.  was  proceeding  as  fol- 
lows: 

Would  you  smother  discussion  on  the  duelling 
law?  There  is  not  a  point  in  the  affairs  of  this  na- 
tion more  important  than  this  very  practice  of  du- 
eling—-considered  as  a  point  of  honor  in  one  part 
of  the  Union,  and  a  point  of  infamy  in  another 

San  of  the  Union— with  its  consequences.  I  say 
lire  is  no  more  important  subject  that  can  go 
forth,  North  and  South,  East  and  West;  and  I, 
tLu-refore,  take  my  issue  upon  it.  I  have  come 
hwe  determined  to  do  so  between  the  different  por- 
tions' of  this  House,  and  in  order  to  see  whether 
t'lh  practice  is  to  be  continued;  whether  the  mem- 
bers from  that  section  of  the  Union  whose  princi- 
ples are  against  duelling  are  to  be  insulted  upon 
every  topic  of  discussion,  because  it  is  supposed 
that  the  insult  will  not  be  resented,  and  that  "there 
wlljbeno  flght .»    As  to  the  gentleman's  theory  or 


practice,  1  will  say  no  more  about  it.  I  ask  the 
Clerk  to  read  the  first  section  of  a  law  of  one  of 
the  States  of  this  Union;  and  I  suppose,  on  bearing 
it  read,  the  gentleman  will  know  to  what  8tate  I 
refer. 

The  Clerk  then  read  as  follows: 

AN  ACT  to  suppress  duelling— Passed  January  2«,  1810. 

Whereat  experience  has  evinced  that  the  existing  remedy  for 
the  suppression  of  the  barbarous  custom  of  duelling  is  inade- 
quate to  the  purpose;  and  the  progress  and  consequences  of  the 
evil  have  become  so  destructive  as  to  require  an  effort,  on  the 
part  of  the  Legislature,  to  arrest  a  vice  the  result  of  ignorance 
and  barbarism,  justified  neither  by  the  precepts  of  morality 
nor  by  the  dictates  of  reason.    For  the  remedy  whereof— 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Amemblv,  That  any  person 
who  shall  hereafter  wilfully  and  maliciously,  or  by  previous 
agreement,  fight  a  dnel  or  single  combat  with  aoy  engine,  in- 
strument, or  weapon,  the  probable  consequence  of  which  might 


oetne  fleam  or  either  party,  and,  in  so  doing,  shall  kill  his  anta- 
gonist or  any  other  person  or  persons,  or  inflict  such  wound  as 
that  the  person  Injured  shall  die  thereof  within  three  months 


thereafter,  such  offender,  his  aiders,  abettors,  and  counsellors, 
being  thereof  duly  convicted,  shall  be  guilty  of  murder,  and  suf- 
fer death  by  being  hanged  by  the  neck;  any  law,  custom,  or 
.usage  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Now,  siid  Mr.  A.  read  the  second  section. 

And  the  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  person  whatso- 
ever shall  challenge  another  (o  fight  a  duel  with  any  weapon,  or 
in  any  manner  whatsoever,  the  probable  iatue  of  which  may  or 
might  result  in  the  death  of  the  challenger  or  challenged;  or  if 
any  person  shall  accept  a  challenge  or  fight  a  duel  with  any  wea- 
pon, or  in  any  way  whatsoever,  the  probable  issue  of  which 
may  or  might  terminate  in  the  death  of  the  challenger  or  chal- 
lenged, such  person  shall  be  incapable  of  holding  or  being  elect- 
ed  to  any  post  of  profit,  trust,  or  emolument,  civil  or  military, 
under  the  Government  of  this  Commonwealth. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  ace,  every  person  who  shall  be  appointed  to  any  of- 
fice or  place,  civil  or  military,  under  this  Commonwealth,  shall, 
in  addition  to  tlio  oath  now  prescribed  by  law,  take  tbe  follow- 
ing oath:  I  do  solemnly  swear  or  affirm  (as  the  case  may  be) 
that  I  have  not  been  engaged  in  a  duel,  by  sending  or  accepting 
a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel,  or  by  fighting  a  duel,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  in  violation  of  the  ar.t  entitled  An  act  to  suppress  duel- 
ling,  since  the  passage  of  that  act.  nor  will  I  be  so  concerned, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  such  duel,  during  my  continuance  in 
office.    So  help  me  God.—  Virginia  Rev&ed  CWe,  I,  593. 

Mr.  A  .continued.  There  are  also  other  sections, 
which  it  is  not  necessary  to  read.  The  gentleman 
can  probably  tell  this  House  what  State  has  such  a 
law,  and  can  tell  us  what  are  the  bitter  fruit*  of  that 
law. 

I  was  going  on  to  say  that  the  reason  why  I 
brought  this  subject  into  the  discussion  is,  because  it 
is  most  intimately  connected  with  all  the  transac- 
tions in  this  House  and  this  nation— and  because  I 
thick  it  is  time  to  settle  this  question  between  the 
duellists  and  non-duellists,  whoever  they  may  be. 
I  say  that,  in  consequence  of  my  principles  and 
what  I  believe  to  be  the  principles  of  a  very  large 
portion  of  tbe  people  in  that  part  of  the  country 
from  which  I  come,  I  will  not,  as  regards  the  ap- 
proaching Administration,  put  myself  under  the 
lead  of  any  man  who  considers  the  duelling  law  in 
this  District  as  having  borne  any  bitter  firuiu  what- 
ever. It  may  not,  indeed,  be  sufficiently  potent  in 
its  operation  to  prevent  the  thirst  for  blood  which 
follows  offensive  words;  but  I  believe  it  has  pre- 
vented and  will  prevent  any  such  occurrences  as 
we  have  witnessed  here.  But  as  it  bears  upon  the 
affairs  of  the  nation,  I  am  not  willing  to  sit  any 
longer  here  and  see  other  members  from  my  own 
section  of  country,  or  those  who  may  be  my  suc- 
cessors here,  made  subjact  to  any  such  law  as  tbe 
law  of  the  duellist;  I  am  unwilling  that  they  should 
not  have  full  freedom  of  speech  in  this  House  on 
all  occasions — as  much  so  as  the  primest  duellist 
in  the  land.  I  do  not  want  to  hear  perpetual  in- 
timations when  a  man  from  one  part  of  the  coun- 
try means  to  insult  another  coming  from  other 
parts  of  the  country— -as,  "I  am  ready  to  aoswer 
here  or  elsewhere" — and,  "the  gentleman  knows 
where  I  am  to  be  found;"  saving,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson)  did  just  now, 
that  he  would  call  to  account  any  person  who  dared 
make  allusion  to  what  had  taken  place  between 
him  and  another  member  of  this  House.  1  do  not 
intend  to  hear  that,  any  more  for  myself  or  others, 
if  I  can  help  it.  Therefore,  I  move  to  bring  the 
matter  up  for  full  discussion  here — whether  we  are 
to  be  twitted  and  taunted  with  remarks,  that  a  man 
is  ready  to  meet  us  here  or  elsewhere.  It  goes  to 
the  independence  of  this  House;  it  goes  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  every  individual  member  of  this 
House;  it  goes  to  the  right  of  speech  and  the  free- 
dom of  debate  in  this  House;  and  I  felt  myself 
bound  to  bear  my  testimony  in  the  most  decided 
manner  against  the  practice  of  duelling,  or  any 
K  thing  in  the  shape  of  even  a  virtual  challenge 
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taking  place  in  this  House,  now  and  forever.  If 
the  committee  thinks  proper  to  pat  me  down,  after 
a  debate  of  three  weeks  involving  almost  every  to- 
pic under  the  sun,  and  in  which  not  one  man  has 
been  called  to  order,  I  mu&t  submit  It  shall  go 
out  to  the  country,  and  I  am  willing  that  the  sober 
sentiment  of  tbe  whole  nation  shall  be  my  final 
judge  on  this  subject.  I  take  issue  now  with  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  on  that  law, 
and  on  the  practice  of  duelling.  Let  him  say  what 
he  thinks  proper  on  the  subject:  let  it  go  forth  to 
the  nation:  let  it  go  forth  to  his  constituents.  He 
once,  in  a  public  address  to  his  constituent?,  used 
as  a  sert  of  apology,  that  his  constituents  demand- 
ed— that  they  insisted — he  should  fight  whenever 
his  honor  was  offended.  Probably  1  misappre- 
hended him:  if  so,  he  can  correct  me.  Well — it 
his  constituents  call  anon  him  to  fight  a  duel,  mine 
insist  upon  me  that  I  shall  not;  and  so  do  the  con- 
stituents of  other  members  on  this  floor,  from  the 
same  section  of  country. 

Mr.  Wis*  here  desired  to  explain,  in  justice  to 
his  constituents  and  himself,  that  he  had  never 
made  such  a  declaration  as  that  his  constituents 
demanded  he  should  fight.  He  had  never  said  so. 
He  was  not  responsible  for  his  principles  as  to  duel- 
ling, except  as  between  himself  and  his  God.  But 
from  some  misrepresentations  which  had  been 
made  against  him  on  a  certain  occasion,  be  bad,  in 
justice  to  himself,  told  bis  constituents  that  be  ex* 
pected  to  be  tried  by  them,  by  laeir  public  senti- 
ment. He  repeated,  no  had  never  said  that  bin 
constituents  ever  demanded  of  him  to  fight  There 
waa  more  than  a  political  relation  between  himself 
and  his  constituents — a  relation  of  {personal  affee- 
lion — and  he  had  not  a  friend  among  tbe  thoneande 
he  could  number,  in  bis  district,  who  did  not  pray 
for  him  aad  to  him  continually,  to  avoid  fighting. 
Whenever  he  did,  from  necessity,  fight,  he  fought 
against  their  will.  They  knew  it,  and  be  knew  iC 
and  he  must  say  that  be  never  fought  bat  against 
his  own  will  also 

Mr.  Adams.  What  tbe  gentleman  does  accord- 
ing to  his  own  will,  or  against  it,  is  no  matter  of 
discussion  here  or  with  me.  I  do  cot  mean  to  mis- 
represent him  in  this  ease.  I  did  understood  that 
in  a  publication  of  his,  be  apologised  for  having 
been  concerned  in  an  affair  of  this  kind,  cat  the 
ground  of  public  sentiment  amongst  bin  consam- 
ents,  of  a  necessity  imposed  upon  him  by  their  opi- 
nions; thereby  intimating,  as  I  understood  it,  that  a 
majority  of  his  constituents,  or  probably  all  of 
them,  thought  as  he  did  on  that  point  I  am  wit- 
ling that  his  explanation  should  go  out  I  under- 
stand him  now  to  say  that  he  was  never  engaged  » 
such  an  affair  except  against  his  own  win. 

And  here  I  take  issue  with  the  gentleman  on  a 
principle  of  fact,  and  I  say  I  hope  it  is  not  to  be 
the  rale  of  this  House,  nor  ever,  admitted,  that  a 
solemn  law,  passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congiest 
and  approved  by  the  President,  is  to  be  spoken  of 
with  contempt  and  derision,  because  it  restrains 
duelling.  The  criminal  law  of  his  own  flwlfr  Html 
cannot  affect  him.  He  bids  defiance  to  it,  as  be  does 
to  the  law  of  this  District.  He  must  adhere  to  hie 
principles.  They  are  between  him  and  ma  Quo, 
he  said;  but  I  tell  him  that  I  will  never  pot  myself 
under  the  lead  -of  a  man  who  professes  any  seen 
principles  one  way  or  another.  There  is  a  fnnda- 
mental  objection  to  it,  because  (this  is  the  inference 
I  draw,  he  may  disclaim  it  if  be  pleases)  the  same 
principle  is  to  be  used  as  an  instrument  for  politi- 
cal purposes  in  this  House — the  principle  of  duel- 
ling upon  necessity  or  public  sentiment,  thai  is  to 
be  carried  into  effect  in  this  House— that  is  to  amy, 
by  brow-beating  gentlemen  who  are  known  to 
main  ain  another  principle.  But,  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  will  say  no  more  on  that  subject 

Another  reason  why  1  am  not  disposed  to  follow 
the  lead  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  is,  that 
about  the  same  time  that,  in  the  speech  relating  to 
the  duelling  law,  be  unfolded  tbe  standard  of  his 
allegiance,  he  unfolded  also  what  I  would  call  tbe 
overseer's  standard.  The  word  "overseer"  has  a 
technical  meaning  in  a  certain  portion  of  this  coun- 
try which  I  suppose  will  be  understood  by  ail.  The 
overseer  standard  denotes  the  exclusion  of  nine  pe- 
titions oat  of  every  ten. that  come  from  States  Jy- 
ing  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  Jine,  and  there* 
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ceptioo  of  all   petitions  coming  from  the  South  of 
Mason  and  Dixon's  line.    That  is  now  the  law  of 
this  Congress.  If  it  was  couched  in  such  language — 
if,  instead  of  the  words  in  which    the    twenty-first 
rale  of  this  House  is  expressed,  it  was  in.  the  words 
following:  "Resolved,  That  all  petitions  from  the 
Sooth  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  shall  be  received, 
and  considered,  and  treated  with  respect,  and  that, 
of  all  petitions  from  the  North  of  Mason  and  Dix- 
on'd  line,  not  exceeding  one  in  ten  shall  be  received 
and  considered^)/  this  House" — if,  I  say,  it  was  in 
these  words,  the  exact  operation  of  the  rule  would 
be  expressed.    I  speak  of  matters  of  fact.    I  have 
now  in  my  possession  one  hundred  petitions  from 
the  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  and  of  these 
not  one  in  ten  will  be  received.    And  yet  whoever 
heard  of  a  petition  from  the  south   of  Mason  and 
Dixon's  line  being   refused?    There  has  not  been 
a  single  instance  of  the  kind.    That  is  the  opera- 
tion of  your  rule  as  it  now  stands;  and,  exclusive, 
odious,  and   partial  as  it  is,  the  gentleman  now 
wants  to  extend  it  further.    Under  that  rule,  the 
Speaker  (who  has  himself,  supported  by  a  majori- 
ty of  this  House,  extended   it  already  far  beyond 
what  I  believe  it  imported)  has  decided  that  if  mat- 
ter to  be  excluded  under  it  is,  in  the  same  petition, 
connected  with  other  matter  not  to  be  excluded,  the 
petition  shall  be  received  for  so  much  as  does  not 
fall  within  the  rule.    But  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia is  not  satisfied  with  that    He  is  for  exclud- 
ing every  thing  that  is   tainted,  according   to  his 
keen  scent,  with  the  offence  for  wheh  other  parts 
of  the  petition  are  to  be  excluded;  if  there  is  even 
a  scintilla  of  any  thing  which  he  thinks  tainted  with 
Abolition,  it  Is  to  be  excluded.    And  if  the  Ho  are 
should  think  proper  to  confirm  that  view,  instead 
of  one  petition  out  often  from  the  north  of  Mason 
and  Dixon's  line  being  received,  we  shall  have  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  reception  of  one  in  twenty. 
Yes,  sir,  twenty  to  one  I  because  the  petitions  come 
from  the  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line.    That 
is  what  the  gentleman  is  now  struggling  for,  with 
the  aid  of  his  friend  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Black,] 
who  has  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Speaker 
— and  for  whose  anti-Abolitionism  I  give  him  the 
due  credit — the  geographical  credit  which  belongs 
to  him.    Sir,  this  is  the  overseer's  color.    The  stan- 
iard  which  the  gentleman  has  raised  for  the  next 
Administration  consists  of  three  colors;  the  first, 
Dlack — that  is  the  overseer's  color;  the  second  is 
red — that  is  the  duelling   color;   the  third  is  the 
>ale  dirty  white— the  white  of  Nullification— the 
>allid,  death-like  color  of  Nullification.  That  is  the 
hree-colored  standard  which  the   gentleman  from 
iTirginia  intends  to  hoist  when  he  takes  the  lead  of 
he  affairs  of  the  next  Administration  in  this  House, 
flow,  I  do  not  intend  to  place  myself  under  that 
tandard.    J  am  here  awaiting  the  installation  of  the 
text  President  of  the  United  Slates.    I  am  waiting 
o  be  informed  what  his  system  of  Administration 
s  to  be.    And  I  am  waiting  with  the  intention  and 
eterminatien  to  support  that  system,  whatever  it 
lay  be,  to  the  utmost  extent  of  my  power,  consis- 
jnfly  with  the  duty  wbich  I  owe  to  my  country, 

>  my  constituents,  to  myself,  and  my  God.  The 
lain  principle  upon  which  I  intend  to  proceed  is, 
le  support  of  the  coming  Administration.  It  is 
ae  principle  upon  which  I  supported  this  and  the 
ist  Administrations.  I  have  supported  both  of 
lem  in  this  House,  and  on  very  critical  occasions. 
jnong  the  rest,  on  one  measure  which  the  gentle* 
tan  disclaimed  with  horror.  I  mean  in  the  con- 
tnrersy  with  South  Carolina  Nullification.  I  sup- 
orted  the  Administration  upon  that  point.  I  sup- 
ortckl  thai  Administration,  at  no  small  hazard  to 
tyself,  upon  another  important  occasion.  I  have 
ipported  this  Administration  upon  points  as  to 
hlch  I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to 
are  come  put  with  a  declaration  of  war;  I  mean 
pon  what  is  called  the  bill  for  suppressing  frauds 
i   the  revenue,  and  the  bill  which  was  annexed 

>  it  by  the  Senate,  giving  a  legislative  construe- 
on  to  some  of  the  existing  acts  of  Congress 
i  relation  to  the  revenue.  I  do  not  mean  to  en- 
t  into  a  discussion  of  those  matters  now.  I 
ad  not  the  good  fortune  to  hear  the  gentleman's 
bservations  on  this  subject,  although  I  heard  of 
tern  much.  Probably,  if  I  had  not  heard  so  much 
r  them,  I  should  not  have  risen  now.    But  I  think 


of  them  as  of  most  other  things  I  speak  of  now,  as 
premature— not  proper  for  discission  at  this  time. 
I  do  not  mean  to  discuss  them  now,  but  I  will  say 
that,  as  to  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of  frauds  on 
the  revenue,  and  the  other  bill  which  was  annexed ' 
to  it  by  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  they  were 
both  Administration  measures,  and  that,  so  far  as  I 
could  in  this  House,  or  on  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
nufactures, of  which  I  was  then  and  am  now  a 
member,  I  was  for  supporting  both  those  measures, 
coming  as  they  did  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  some  provision  to  meet 
those  difficulties  which  were  occurring  from  day  to. 
day.  I  say  I  supported  them.  I  introduced  the 
first  of  the  two  bills  here  to  this  House,  and  I  car- 
ried it,  not  only  against  the  opposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  but  against  the 
opposition  of  many  others,  of  whom  he  will  not 
consider  it  a  disparagement  to  say  that  their  opi- 
nion is  worthy  of  as  much  consideration  as  his.  I 
say  I  carried  the  bill  through  this  House  by  a  large 
majority;  it  went  to  the  Senate,  and  then  the  Senate 
thought  proper  te  add  to  it  another  bill,  which  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of  this  House,  and  not  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures;  and  when  in  the  Senate,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee  of  that  body.  They 
put  the  two  bills  together  as  one;  and  when  the  bill 
came  back  to  this  House  in  this  form,  I  was  wil- 
ling to  take  it  so,  as  also  was  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  with  its  amendments  and  the  addi- 
tional bill  to  it.  It  was  defeated,  but  not  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  Mr.  Robert  Jaffray  has 
told  a  story  as  to  how  it  was  defeated;  whether  true 
or  false,  I  do  not  know.  The  gentleman  before  me 
[Mr.  Holmxs]  is  one  of  those  who  opposed  the  bill 
with  great  ability — manfully,  openly— but,  so  far 
as  the  matter  went,  unsuccessfully;  and  if  gentle- 
men bad  not  been  called  away  frem  their  Cham- 
pagne dinner,  Mr.  Jaffray  seems  to  think  that  the 
bill  might  still  have  passed.  I  regret  that  it  did  net 
pass,  for  this  reason,  that  although  I  acted  quo  ad 
hoe  as  the  friend  of  the  Administration,  yet  1  did  so 
under  the  strong  desire  of  the  Administration  that 
the  bill  should  piss.  If,  therefore,  there  is  a  charge 
of  a  lurking  tariff  under  it,  not  to  me,  but  to  the 
Administration  it  must  be  traced.  I  was  willing  to 
support  the  bill;  I  am  willing  to  do  so  now.  But 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures  have  not  reported 
it  at  the  present  session,  because  they  thought  the 
discussion  of  it  premature;  because  the  cry  of  tariff, 
tariff,  tariff,  might  be  raised  against  it.  Bat  my 
opinion  is,  that,  as  to  a  tariff,  as  to  any  addition  of 
duties  now,  it  is  incompetent,  it  is  good  for  nothing; 
and  when  we  are  to  have  the  battle  about  the  tariff, 
I  am  willing  to  have  it  all  at  once.  I  do  not  want 
to  have  the  discussion  ^now  upon  trifling  matters, 
about  Ave  cent  pieces.  Let  us  have  the  whole 
question  at  once;  and  I  hope  that  my  friends  will 
be  ready  for  it,  if  I  am  not  here;  for,  at  my  time  of 
life,  I  cannot  answer  for  six  months.  I  do  not 
know,  therefore,  whether  I  shall  be  here  then,  or 
iiave  any  thing  to  say.  But  whatever  I  have  to 
say  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  or  any  body  else,  I 
shall  reserve  until  that  time.  I  will  not  discuss 
the  matter  now.  1  will  simply  add  that  as  to  the 
question  of  duties  upon  silks  and  wines  which  has 
been  discussed  here  with  so  much  ferocity  and  with 
the  loss  of  so  much  ammunition — to  say  nothing 
more — I  know,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufacture?,  of  only  one  single  article  to  which 
that  discussion  can  now  refer— I  speak  of  the  bill 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Manufacture?  last 
year,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  for  increasing  the  tax  upon  silks.  There 
is  not  a  word  about  wines  or  linens,  or  any  other 
articles  brought  in  here.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  himself,  in  his  annual  report  of  the  last 
year,  mentions  those  articles  upon  which  duties 
might  be  laid  to  meet  a  deficiency  in  the  Treasury, 
without  affecting  the  compromise  act;  and  it  was  in 
consequence  of  that  recommendation  that  the  bill 
was  brought  in  by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
of  this  House.  I  have  been  willing  to  meet  it  here; 
but  I  do  not  feel  at  all  concerned  about  it,  because 
however  anxious  the  present  Administration  were 
last  summer  to  increase  the  revenue  in  order  to 
meet  its  engagements,  I  think  I  can  see  that  they 
care  nothing  about  ji  now.   They  are  willing  to 


leave  the  matter  to  their  successors;  they  do  not 
want  to  put  into  the  Treasury  any  more  money 
than  will  enable  them  to  pay  off  their  obligation* 
from  this  time  to  the  third  day  of  March.  There* 
fere,  not  being  desirous  to  fight  the  battles  of  con- 
stituents who  do  not  choose  to  have  their  battles 
fought,  I  shall  take  no  pains  to  bring  before  the 
House  either  of  the  bills  referred  to.  But  I  am 
ready  to  vote  upon  them,  if  they  should  come  up. 

So  in  relation  to  an  extra  session.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wis*]  says  he  will  vote  for 
this  bill;  and  one  reason  is,  to  prevent  the  necessity  of 
an  extra  session .  Why,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  0 
idle  discussion  here.  It  is  not  we  who  are  to  decide 
whether  there  shall  be  an  extra  session  or  not.  Not 
at  all— not  at  all.  I  presume  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  knows  that,  in  all  probability,  this  bill 
will  pass;  that  these  five  millions  of  dollars  wis 
be  furnished.  Money  is  all  that  is  wanted  at  the 
Treasury  until  the  third  of  March;  and,  as  to  an 
extra  session,  how  can  we  determine  whether  it 
shall  be  or  not?  Why  do  we  talk  about  it?  It  is 
for  that  man  who  is  coming  here  to  discharge  those 
high  duties  to  which  the  people  of  this  country  have 
called  him — I  say,  it  is  for  him  to  determine,  upon 
a  full  view  of  all  things,  whether  the  necessity  for 
an  extra  session  exists  or  not  I  do  not  want  to 
forestall  him— much  less  to  dictate  to  him.  I  have 
no  balance  of  accounts  to  settle  with  him.  I  owe 
him  no  obligation;  he  owes  me  none— certainly 
none  that  I  shall  ever  remind  him  of  in  this  House. 
But  it  is  for  him  to  determine;  and  I  am  willing  to 
leave  it  to  his  unbiassed  judgment  to  decide,  upon 
his  own  view  of  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  whe- 
ther he  will  call  Congress  together  or  not.  The 
responsibility  is  not  upon  us;  it  is  sufficient  for  us 
to  meet  in  our  places  here,  if  he  should  call  us  to- 
gether. 

And  I  take  the  same  ground  in  relation  to  a  distri- 
bution of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
— to  the  financial  .condition  of  the  States  of  this 
Union— and  to  a  National  Bank.  Sir,  it  appears 
to  me  that,  when  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  installed,  at  which  time  this  question  of  a  Na- 
tional Bank  must  come  before  him,  he  will  decide  it 
with  a  view  to  all  the  interests  of  this  country.  How 
shall  we  decide  here,  if  at  alii  We  passed  a  reso- 
lution three  or  four  years  since,  introduced  by  the 
then  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means — a  gentleman  not  now  a  member  of  this 
House,  [Mr.  Cambreleng]— declaring  that  there 
ought  not  to  be  a  National  Bank.  How  long  that 
state  of  opinion  may  last  I  will  not  undertake  to 
say.  I  do  not  know.  But  when  the  President  of  the 
United  States  recommends  to  Congress  (if  he  should 
ever  do  so)  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank, 
then,  I  think,  will  be  the  time  for  discussing  the 
question,  and  not  now. 

So  as  to  the  State  debts.  It  seem*  to  me  that  it 
is  hardly  possible  to  get  up  here  and  speak  on  any 
subject  whatever,  but  what  some  member  rises  from 
his  seat  with  a  cry  of  horror  against  the  assump- 
tion of  State  debts;  and  many  gentlemen  have  told 
you  that  one  reason  why  they  will  vote  against  any 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  is,  because  there  can  be  only  one  mode  of 
enabling  the  States  to  pay  their  debts.  Upon  this  sub- 
ject of  the  assumption  of  State  debts,  there  is  much 
to  be  said,  when  the  proper  time  comes.  I  think  I 
have  demonstrated  in  this  Honse,  on  a  recent  oc- 
casion- that,  uuder  this  outcry  against  the  assump- 
tion of  State  debts,  the  Government  ef  the  United 
States  has,  de  facte,  assumed  a  very  considerable 
amount  of  State  debts;  that  it  had  been  done  by  direct- 
ing the  Executive  Departments  to  invest  funds,  not 
their  own,  but  trust  funds,  which  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  nation— rfunds  belonging  to  others— in  State 
stocks. 

I  have,  within  the  week,  received  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  which  he  states 
that  he  is  by  law  obliged  to  invest  a  certain  sum 
of  money  now  in  the  Treasury,  in  Stale  stocks, 
unless  Congress  should  tdopt  the  resolution  which 
I  offered  here  against  it.  What  did  you  do  with  that 
resolution?  Yon  passed  the  whole  series  over  for 
one  day;  one  ot  the  resolutions  declared  that  no 
money  should  be  invested  in  State  stocks.  But 
no:  the  House  would  not  allow  the  matter  to  be 
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able  te  relieve  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from 
the  obligation  to  do  that  which  the  law  requires  of 
him:  for  the  law  is  peremptory,  and  says  that  the 
Secretary  shall  invest  the  money.  And  yet  I  can- 
not get  the  action  of  this  House  on  a  resolution 
which  would  not  only  stop  the  assumption  of  State 
debts,  but  would  prevent  this  [great  waste  of  public 
funds  for  the  time  to  come. 

But  amongst  other  things  connected  with  these 
yery  resolutions,  what  does  the  official  journal,  the 
organ  of  the  present  Administration,  do?  It  comes 
cut  with  a  charge  against  me  a*  an  enemy  to  the 
rights  of  the  States]  and  this,  too,  at  *  a  time  when 
this  feeling  of  horror  against  the  assumption  of 
State  debts  is  prevailing  here  and  elsewhere.  Well, 
sir,  I  am  not  an  enemy  to  the  rights  o'f  the  States. 
Let  me  say  a  few  words  on  this  matter.  Many  of 
the  States  of  this  Union  are  indebted  in  large  sums 
of  money,  amounting  to  an  aggregate  of  more  than 
two  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  This  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  the  States  has  been  the  consequence 
of  your  casting  away  your  duty — to  provide  for  the 
internal  improvements  of  this  country.  It  was  the 
business  of  this  nation,  in  this  and  the  other  hall, 
to  pursue  a  system  of  internal  improvements,  and 
for  the  discharge  of  that  duty,  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  aie  continually  furnishing 
means;  and  in  the  investment  of  those  means  in 
that  way,  would  we  have  spent  the  money  of  the 
nation  profitably,  and  would  have  improved  and, 
increased  the  value  of  that  portion  of  the  public  do- 
main which  yet  remains.  It  would  have  been  the 
most  economical  manner  of  administering  the  af- 
fairs of  this  Government.  It  would  have  added 
ten  dollars  to  the  value  of  every  acre  ef  land  re- 
maining, for  one  spent  in  improving  it  Now  it  is 
sjone  forever.  There  is  nothing  I  regret  more.  But, 
in  the  mean  time,  the  consequence  of  your  casting 
out  ertrj  idea  of  improving  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try forced  the  necessity  of  doing  it  upon  the  States. 
The  States,  were  compelled  to  take  the  matter 
up,  and  they  did  so.  In  the  year  1817,  when 
I  returned  from  Europe,  one  of  the  first  men 
I  saw  was  De  Witt  Clinton,  who,  was  then 
Governor  of  the  Skate  of  New  York,  and  was  car- 
rying on  that  great  project  of  internal  improve- 
ment which  has  immortalized  his  name.  One  of 
the  first  things  he  said  to  me  was,  "We  hope  we 
shall  have  the  aid  of  the  General  Government."  I 
replied,  "If  I  nave  the  power,  yon  shall  have  aid 
with  all  my  heart  and  sonl."  He  sent  commission* 
era  here  the  very  session  that  followed  this  inter- 
view. He  had  been  here  himself  soliciting  the  aid 
of  this  Government  in  that  great  work,  that  opera- 
tion of  making  Paradise  to  flourish  in  the  wilds. 
But  no,  he  could  not  be  heard.  The  State  of  New 
York  was  thrown  back  upon  her  own  resources; 
she  was  able  to  get  along  without  your  assistance, 
and,  in  consequence,  she  has  contracted  a  debt  of 
between  eighteen  and  nineteen  millions  of  dollars. 
I  have  demonstrated  on  a  former  occasion,  that 
yen  have  assumed  half  a  million  of  debt  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas;  and  that,  by  the  rule  of  propor- 
tions, New  York  was  entitled  to  demand  of  you  an 
investment  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars;  that  being 
the  proportion  between  the  population  of  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  as  represented  here,  and  the  popula- 
lation  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Pennsylvania, 
niter  being  turned  ont  of  your  doors,  and  being  told 
that  if  she  wanted  any  internal  improvements,  she 
must  make  them  for  herself;  went  to  work  and  did 
so.  Other  States  of  the  Union  have  done  the  same 
thing.  And  now,  in  the  messages  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  speeches  made  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  these  States  are  daily  re- 
proached and  insulted  for  increasing  debts.  To 
near  the  way  in  which  the  States  are  spoken  of 
here,  one  would  suppose  they  were  spendthrifts 
find  beggars.  They  may,  some  of  them,  be  insol- 
vent. But  I  take  the  position  which  I  am  confident 
I  could  prove,  if  I  had  collected  together  all  the 
documents  and  the  evidence,  that  these  $200,000,000 
oa  the  average  have  been  wisely  and  economically 
eipended,  and  that  the  benefit  to  the  people  of 
this  nation  from  the  expenditure  of  this  money  is 
greater  than  if  it  had  not  been  expended  at  all.  I 
assume  as  a  general  principle,  which  I  think  can 
can  be  demonstrated,  that  these  8tate  works,  al- 
though many  of  them  have  been  indiscreet,  have 


been  experiments,  and  have  not  turned  out  so  well 
as  was  anticipated  and  desired;  yet,  taking  the 
average  of  them  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Erie  Canal  down  to  the  last  internal  improvement 
which  may  have  occasioned  a  debt  to  a*y  one 
8tate,  I  say  that  they  have  yielded  and  will  yield 
ten  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  their  cost;  and  that 
they  have  added  five  hundred  millions,  instead  of 
two  hundred  millions,  to  the  property  of  the  States. 
I  say  this  for  the  8tates.  And  now  the  "Globe" 
may  change  me  to-morrow  with  being  an  enemy  of 
the  States.    I  am  willing.    I  say  that. 

In  the  next  place,  I  say  that  if  these  States  have 
been  indiscreet,  imprudent,  have  got  themselves 
into  difficulty,  and  are  unable  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
ments, they  have  a  right  to  come  upon  this  Union 
and  demand  aid  to  enable  them  to  discharge  their 
obligations — to  what  extent,  I  will  not  undertake  to 
say.  Bat  I  say  they  have  a  right  to  come  and  de- 
mand aid  ef  the  nation.  For,  what  is  the  alterna- 
tive? Supposing  they  have  been  indiscreet— sop • 
pesing  they  are  insolvent.  What  is  the  conse- 
quence? They  fail  in  their  engagements— they  de- 
stroy the  character  of  this  nation— its  credit  through- 
out the  world — not  only  their  own,  but  there  is  not 
a  State  in  this  Union  that  can  become  insolvent  or 
declare  itself  unable  to  pay  its  debts,  but  what  in- 
famy must  redound  upon  the  whole  nation  all  over 
the  world.  What  will  their  creditors  abroad  say 
if  one  of  the  States  should  declare  itself  bankrupt 
or  not  able  to  pay  its  debts?  They  will  pass  judg- 
ment upon  the  whole  nation,  and  justly  too.  It 
was  your  duty  to  have  done  that  which  has  got 
them  into  difficulty,  and  they  have  got  into  difficuty 
from  good  motives  and  for  good  purposes.  Of  all 
these  Slate  debts,  very  few  of  them,  if  any,  are  to 
be  charged  as  extravagant,  wasteful  expenditures. 
They  have  all  been  contracted  for  internal  improve- 
ments. I  say  then,  that  under  the  coming  Admi- 
nistration, this  matter  of  the  financial  condition  of 
the  States  of  the  Union  must  come  before  this 
House  in  the  gravest  form,  and  must  come  under 
the  recommendation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  impossible  that  General  Harrison 
should  take  possession  of  the  Presidential  chair 
without  being  aware  what  these  debts  of  the  States 
are,  and  without  having  some  system  (though  what 
it  may  be  I  know  not)  which  will  govern  his  Ad- 
ministration in  regard  to  it.  Will  it  be  by  a  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
land*?  I  know  not.  Will  it  be  by  raising  revenue 
from  duties  on  protected  articles?  1  know  not. 
Whatever  plan  he  may  have— (if  I  should  be  here 
in  this  House)— a  plan  which  he  should  consider 
practical,  and  which  he  chooses  to  adopt  as  the 
rule  of  his  administration  on  that  point,  I  will 
support  it  if  I  possibly  can;  if  I  can  reconcile  it  to 
any  of  my  views  of  the  Constitution,  of  law,  of 
liberty,  of  the  comfort  and  well  being  of  this  peo- 
ple, I  say  I  will  support  it,  be  it  what  it  may.  I 
have  not,  therefore,  made  up  my  mind  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  ihe« 
sales  of  the  public  lands— or  upon  any  other  mat- 
ters  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  which  have  been 
introduced  into  this  debate. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  gone  further  into  this  dis- 
cussion than  I  intended.  I  have  been  diawu*  into 
it  by  the  effect  of  the  reference  1  made  to  the  duel- 
ling law.  I  say  now  to  the  chairman  of  this  com- 
mittee, that  whatever  appeals  have  been  made  to 
him  on  calls  to  order  to  arrest  me  in  my  remarks, 
I  thank  him  for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  sus- 
tained and  vindicated  the  right  of  free  debate  in 
this  House  on  the  present  occasion.  I  say  that 
what  I  have  said  has  been  from  motives  of  pure 
public  spirit,  without  any  disposition  at  all  to  of- 
fend  any  gentleman  here,  least  of  all,  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wra,]  whose  talents  I 
admire,  and  whosejpoblic  services  I  cheerfully  ac- 
knowledge. I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  say 
what  I  did  say,  because  I  believe  that  the  applica- 
tion of  the  principlefof  duelling  as  regards  different 
portions  of  this  House  is  such,  that  the  principles 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  must  be  discarded; 
that  duelling  mast  be  considered  as  a  crime;  and 
that  it  mast  not  be  countenanced  by  professions  as 
to  the  existence  of  any  necessity  for  it.  It  was  my 
intention  simply  to  state  the  reasons  why  I  am  not 
disposed  to  place  myself  under  the  standard  of  the 


gentleman  from  Virginia,  if  he  should  assume  it 
hereafter  as  leader  of  this  House.  I  thought  I  saw 
there  was  a  disposition  ef  that  kind.  The  gentle- 
man professes  great  friendship  for  the  coming  Pre- 
sident; but  he  lays  down  the  principles  of  his  Ad- 
ministration, intimating  that  he  would  not  support 
that  Administration  unless  those  particular  princi- 
ples were  carried  out.  Without  knowing  what  the 
views  of  General  Harrison  are  or  will  be,  I  was 
very  confident  that  the  principles  thus  laid  down  as 
the  roles  of  his  Administration  would  not  be  those 
which  the  President  elect  would  adopt  or  practise 
upon.  And  I  felt  disposed  to  say  that,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  assumes  to  be  the  leader  of 
this  House  under  General  Harrison's  administra- 
tion, I,  for  ont,  would  not  follow  his  lead,  nor  that 
of  any  other  man  professing  similar  principles.  I 
have  no  more  to  say. 

Mr.  WISB  said,  (in  reply  to  Mr.  Adams:)  Mr. 
Chairman,  when  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts commenced  his  remarks,  it  was  obvious  to  the 
House  that  1  was  excited.  It  would  be  hypocrisy 
in  me  to  pretend  that  I  did  not  feel  both  anger  and 
resentment  Had  the  gentleman  only  gone  as  far 
as  I  expected — had  he  made  only  an  ordinary  at- 
tack—I would  have  replied  to  him.  But,  sir,  his 
attack  has  gone  so  far  beyond  the  bounds  of  mode- 
ration, courtesy,  and  order— it  has  been  so  unjust, 
so  unfounded,  so  .personal,  so  malicious,  so  little, 
so  barbarous,  so  unprovoked — 'hat,  had  he  been  a 
man  of  my  own  years,  I  should  have  sat  silent  af- 
ter the  delivery,  and  not  have  noticed  it  in  mis 
House.  And,  sir,  for  the  reason  that  he  is  the  very 
opposite  of  a  young  and  vigorous  man— that,  in 
station,  he  is  far  above  my  humble  position— (or 
the  reason  that  he  is  the  son  of  a  Revolutionary 
patriot  who  was  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  has  himself  been  President— that  the  honor  of 
my  country  is  involved  in  his  reputation  and  his 
conduct — that  he  is  a  man  of  venerable  age,  as  I 
have  before  characterized  him  with  perfect  respect 
—for  these  reasons  my  hands  are  lied,  my  arms 
are  bound,  and  I  am  deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
retort. 

The  gentleman  is  gratified.  He  has  been  in- 
dulged by  the  Chair  and  the  House  in  making  this 
attack  upon  me,  thus  tied  and  thus  bound.  He  has 
even  thanked  the  Chair  for  the  indulgence  of  mak- 
ing this  attack  upon  a  young  man  who  wonld  not 
from  self-respect  reply— who  ought  not  in  turn  to 
be  indulged  by  the  House  in  replying  in,  the  spirit 
and  in  the  terms  in  which  the  attack  itself  was 
made.  If  this  be  a  gratification  to  the  genuema* 
himself,  I  am  sure  it  is  no  gratification  to  Ms/Hanm 
here,  and,  if  his  speech  be  published  as  intended,  it 
will  be  no  gratification  to  hi$  ft  tends  elsewhere. 

I  cannot  reply,  sir,  because  I  honor  and  respect 
Old  Massachusetts  too  well  not  in  this  very  in- 
stance to  repel  the  imputation  cast  upon  her  Bepre- 
sentatives  by  the  gentleman — that  they  axe  con- 
stantly insulted  and  brow-beaten  by  Southern  gen- 
tlemen here,  who  are  represented  as  base  enough  to 
take  advantage  of  public  sentiment  at  home  and 
in  the  North  on  the  subject  of  duelling!  Insult  the 
venerable  gentleman ! — /  strike  Aim/— No,  no,  no. 
Sir,  I  would  much  sooner  strike  down  the  arm 
raised  to  wound  him !  And  if  tkU  be  a  victory  for 
him,  he  is  welcome  to  enjoy  its  fruits.  I  am  at  this 
moment  a  happier  man  than  he  is. 

DEBATE  ON  THE  TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

SPEECH  OP  MR.  GARLAND, 

_  m       OF  VIRGINIA, 

In  the  Hemee  ef  BepremUatwet,  Fekrvm*  4, 1841— 
On  the  bill  providing  for  an  issue  of  Treasury 
notes. 

Mr.  GARLAND  said:  I  did  not  intend;  Mr. 
Chairman,  when  this  bill  first  came  up  for  consi- 
deration, to  have  participated  in  the  debate.  No- 
thing was  further  from  my  thoughts  or  my  wishes, 
and,  but  for  the  range  of  the  debate,  and  the  many 
topics  of  an  important  character  which  have  been 
brought  into  it,  I  should  now  be  content  to  give  a 
silent  vote.  I  was  extremely  anxious,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  session,  to  act  rather  than  *peak; 
so  as  to  dispose  of  the  immense  mass  of  business 
under  which  your  table  groans;  but  things  have 
taken  a  different  course,  and  I  am  forced  by  ex- 
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istiag  circumstances  to  exhaust  a  small  portion  of 
the  valuable  tine  of  this  House. 

I  extremely  regret  that  such  an  immense  range 
of  debate  should  have  been  taken  upon  a  question 
so  simple,  and  so  many  topics  discussed  bo  irrele- 
vant to  it.  It  is  a  bad  practice,  and  wiU,  if  per- 
sisted in,  ultimately  drive  from  our  legislation 
every  subject  of  an  important  and  interesting 
character.  -  It  will  convert  our  Hall  into  an  arena 
of  political  gladiation,  in  which  ihe  making  of  a' 
President  will  be  the  principal  business,  to  the  ne- 
glect of  all  other.  It  is  not  my  purpose,  on  the 
present  occasion,  to  follow  gentlemen  in  their  er- 
ratic and  discursive  course.  I  do  not  design 
fighting  over  again  the  late  Presidential  campaign; 
nor  do  I  design  inquiring  into  the  fact  whether  the 
million  and  a  quarter  of  American  freemen  who  by 
their  suffrages  have  elevated  William  Henry  Har- 
rison to  the  Presidency  of  these  United  States  were 
seduced  into  his  support  by  the  contemptible 
pageantry  of  log  cabins,  hard  cider,  and  coon  skins, 
or  whether  the  more  than  million  who  cast  their 
suffrages  upon  Mr.  Van  Buren  were  actuated  by 
base  and  unworthy  motives;  these  criminations  and 
recriminations  are  but  little  respectful  to  the  virtue 
and  intelligence  of  the  American  people,  and  are 
altogether  unworthy  of  their  representatives.  The 
part  which  I  acted  in  that  great  struggle,  and  the 
reasons  upon  which  it  was  founded,  are  well  known 
to  my  constituents  and  to  the  country,  and  I  shall 
not  here  repeat  them.  They  were  sufficient  for 
me,  and  I  have  no  regret  to  express  for  any  thing  I 
said  or  did.  In  voting  for  General  Harrison,  I  did 
not  commit  myself  to  an  unqualified  support  of  his 
administration;  nor  shall  1.  My  purpose  is  to 
judge  bis  administration  according  to  its  acts,  ap- 
proving where  I  can  and  condemning  where  I 
must.  The  standards  by  which  I  shall  judge  him 
are,  the  Constitution  of  my  country,  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  Republican  Government,  and 
the  success  of  his  measures.  This  is  the  only  ad- 
hesion which  I  can  give  to  General  Harrison's  or 
any  other  Administration. 

The  question  immediately  before  the  committee 
is,  shall  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  be  stricken 
out?  I  shall  vote  against  that  motion;  and  finally 
for  the  passage  of  the  bill.  I  shall  vote  for  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  not  because  I  approve  it,  or 
prefer  that  system  to  any  other  for  supplying  the 
want*  of  the  Treasury;  I  vote  for  it  because  the 
friends  of  this  Administration,  having  in  their 
hands  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  true  condition 
of  the  Treasury,  have  been  called  upon  to  supply 
the  necessary  meaus  for  the  operation  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  current  year,  and  have  cffered  this 
amount,  ai»d  in  this  form.  We  nave  madathe  call, 
and  we  must  accept  what  they  offer  us.  If  the 
means  which  they  supply  are  inadequate,  they  are 
responsible  to  the  country  for  the  consequences;  if 
not,  there  will  be  no  cause  of  complaint. 

In  order  to  determine  on  the  propriety  of  issu- 
ing the  Treasury  notes  proposed  by  the  bill,  the 
first  inquiry  is,  will  the  ordinary  sources  of  revenue 
supply  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury  for  the  cur- 
rent year?  It  seems  to  be  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  it  will  not;  and  the  only  inquiry  seems  to  be, 
will  the  15,000,000  proposed  by  this  bill  to  be  is- 
sued and  re4ssoed  for  the  year,  be  sufficient  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiency?  I  think  no';  and  this  opinion 
is  founded  upon  the  most  deliberate  investigation 
of  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. He  estimates  the  receipts  from  customs  at 
#19,000,000;  from  lands  at  $3,500,000;  from  debtor 
beaks  $330,000,  and  from  all  other  sources  (80,000. 
To  this  may  be  added  the  estimated  balance  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  January  last,  $1,560,855; 
making  the  whole  estimated  means  of  the  Treasury 
for  the  year  1841,  $34,380,855. 

Even  if  the  estimates  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment should  be  realized,  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
means  of  the  Government  will  be  adequate  to 
the  demands  of  the  year.  But  is  there  any  rea- 
sonable hope  that  this  estimate  will  be  realized?  If 
we  judge  of  the  production  of  the  same  sources 
of  revenue  for  the  last  year,  and  make  even  a 
liberal  allowance  for  the  iacrease  of  these  sources, 
I  do  not  see  how  the  estimates  of  the  Treasury 
.  Department  are  to  be  realized.  I 

The  receipts  from  all  these  sources  for  the    I 


last  year,  except  the  banks,  estimating  the  fourth 
quarter,  were  J  17,197,763  03,  which  makes  the 
'  estimates  of  this  year  over  tbe  receipts  of  last 
|5,523,24699,  including  the  bank  debts.  Is  there 
any  reasonable  prospect  that  th;  receipts  from 
customs  and  public  lands  during  the  present  year 
will  exceed  those  of  the  last  by  so  large  an  amount? 
I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  judging  from  the  ordi- 
nary operations  of  trade,  and  the  condition  of  the 
country,  they  wil I  not.  The  Secretary  estimates  the 
expenses  of  the  current  year  at|$23,899,200,  as 
follows: 

Ordinary  expenses 119,260,000 

Funded  debt  on  account  of  the  District  of  Columbia      149,(00 
Redemption  of  Treasury  notes  •     4,600,000 

Aggregating #23,899,000 

According  to  these  estimates,  the  receipts  will  be 
$481,855  more  than  the  expenditures.  But  are 
these  estimates  to  be  relied  upon?  Does  any  gen- 
tleman suppose  that  tbe  ordinany  expenditures  of 
the  Government  can,  during  the  present  year,  be  re* 
duced  to  |19,250y000?  I  humbly  think  not.  I 
think.they  will  be  little  less  than  $25,000,000— for 
more  new  sources  of  expenditure  hare  been 
opened  then  dried  up.  Last  year  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  estimated  the  ordinary  expendi- 
tures at  $18,280,600;  when  they  in  fact  reached 
#22,489,349— difference  $4,208,749.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
tbe  five  millions  proposed  by  the  bill  will  not 
only  be  necessary,  but  will  scarcely  be  adequate 
to  meet  the  necessary  expenditures  of  the  year; 
but  as  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  that  re- 
ported the  bill  believe  that  the  provision,  is  ade- 
quate, and  the  dominant  party  in  this  House  pro- 
poses it,  I  will  take  it  upon  their  responsibility. 
While  I  vote  for  this  bill,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
must  confess  that  I  do  it  with  great  reluctance.  I 
do  not  approve  of  this  mode  of  raising  means*  It 
is  a  system  to  easily  abused,  and  fraught  with, 
such  mischievous  consequences  when  abused,  that 
I  am  anxious  to  see  it  discontinued  entirely.  It  is 
true  that  I  have  heretofore  voted  for  three  bills  of 
like  character,  but  always  did  so  under  the  strong 
assurances  repeatedly  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  that  these  issues  were  only  intended  to 
anticipate,  for  a  short  time,  the  resources  of  the 
Treasury,  and  that  no  more  applications  wonld  be 
made.  These  assurances  have  been  as  repeatedly 
violated  as  they  were  given,  and  are  now  to  be 
violated  again.  I  infinitely  prefer  a  direct,  to  this 
indirect  and  dangerous  mode  of  making  a  loan; 
and  but  for  the  lact  that  the  friends  of  the  Admi- 
nistration are  a  majority  here,  and,  preferring  this 
mode,  would  not  likely  adopt  any  other,  I  would 
vote  against  this  bill.  The  Treasury  must  be 
supplied  in  some  way,  and  I  see  no  prospect  in 
any  other.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote  for  this  bill 
upon  the  entire  responsibility  of  its  friends  as  to  its 
mode  and  adequacy.  In  making  my  estimate  for 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  year,  I  have 
discarded  all  Treasury  notes,  except  the  four  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars  now  outstanding,  which 
constitute  a  charge,  because,  to  the  same  extent 
that  they  operate  as  means,  they  operate  as  charges, 
and,  therefore,  balance  each  other. 

These,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  all  the  remarks  I 
have  to  make  directly  upon  tbe  bill  now  before  the 
committee;  but  as  gentlemen  have  introduced, 
without  due  regard,  I  must  say,  to  tbe  business  of 
tbe  House,  other  interesting  and  important  topics, 
I  feel  it  due  to  myself,  to  the  party  with  which  I 
acted  during  the  late  Presidential  canvass,  and  to 
my  constituents,  respectfully,  but  decidedly  and 
unequivocally,  to  express  my  opinions  in  relation 
to  some  of  the  most  important  of  them,  and  those 
which  will  likely  be  acted  on  hereafter. 

The  first  of  these  which  I  shall  notice  is  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  among  the  States.  If  I  were  at  any  time 
disposed  to  vote  for  this  scheme  of  distribution,  1 
could  not  at  this  time,  under  the  existing  condition 
of  the  finances  of  the  country.  It  is  admitted,  on 
all  hands,  that  the  receipts  of  the  year  will  not  be 
equal  to  the  expenditures  by  several  millions  of 
dollars,  and  some  even  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  it 
will  take  several  years  of  the  most  successful 
operation  of  our  tUuuicial  resources  to  redeem  the 


Treasury  from  the  heavy  burden  which  the  mis- 
management of  the  present  Administration  baa 
entailed  upon  it;  and  yet  it  is  gravely  proposed 
to  abstact  from  this  deficient  revenue  $3,500,000, 
the  estimated  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  during  the  year.  If  this  be  done,  it  necesssx 
rily  follows  that  this  amount  of  revenue  must 
be  raised  from  some  other  source.  Gentlemen,  well 
aware  of  this  inevitable  consequence,  propose  to 
supply  the  deficiency  by  an  impost  duty  on  silks 
and  wines,  hoping  to  satisfy  the  country  for  this 
new  imposition  of  taxes  upon  them  by  holding  out 
the  delusive  idea  that  they  are  luxuries,  and  that  a 
tax  upon  them  is  a  mere  tax  upon  the  rich.  Now, 
Mr.  Chairman,  a  tax  is  a  tax,  whether  it  be  im- 
posed on  luxuries  or  on  necessaries;  and  no  one 
would  be  so  absurd  as  to  contend  that  the  impost*  » 
tion  of  a  tax  upon  luxuries  will  relieve,  a  single 
stiver,  tbe  tax  upon  necessaries,  when  the  tax 
upon  luxuries  is  imposed  to  supply  the  deficit 
created  by  the  withdrawal  of  a  like  amount  of  re- 
venae  from  another  source.  I  am  no  advocate  for 
the  exemption  of  luxuries  from  taxation,  but  am 
ready  at  any  time  to  subject  them  to  a  fair  and  equal 
taxation  when  the  necessities  of  the  revenue  and  the 
relief  ot  the  articles  of  necessity  shall  require.  But 
I  can  see  no  propriety  in  creating  a  deficit  in  the 

Sublic  revenue,  by  withdrawing  from  the  public 
'reasury  the  proceeds  of  tbe  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  so  long  as  they  are  necessary  for  revenue, 
by  subjecting  any  class  of  our  citizens  to  taxation 
merely  to  supply  the  deficit. 

It  has  been  estimated  that,  by  the  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  the 
State  of  Virginia  would  receive  about  $4,000,000, 
and  by  the  array  of  this  result  it  is  supposed  that 
the  State  would  be  favorable  to  the  distribution.  If 
this  addition  to  the  means  of  the  treasury  of  Virgi- 
gia  were  real  and  substantial,  and  would  add  to 
the  permanent  capital  of  the  State  that  much,  then 
indeed  would  it  present  a  most  formidable  and  im- 
posing argument  in  favor  of  the  scheme.  But,  air, 
this  is  not  the  case;  and,  although  I  do  not  charge 
the  friends  of  the  scheme  with  insincerity  or  impro- 
per design,  yet,  with  due  deference  to  them,  I 
must  say  that  the  whole  appearance  is  delusive  and 
deceptive.  It  is  true  that  it  will  add  thus  much  to 
the  State  treasury,  but  it  will  add  more  than  this 
amount  to  tbe  taxation  of  the  people  of  the  State 
to  supply  the  vacuum  created  in  the  National 
Treasury;  and  thus,  while  with  one  hand  you  make 
a  donation  to  the  State  Governments,  you  draw 
heavily  with  the  other  upon  the  pockets  of  the 
people  to  supply  the  gift;  and  thus,  when  in  truth 
and  in  fact  you  profess  to  be  liberal,  you  are  be- 
stowing nothing  but  an  increased  burden.  It  baa 
been  contended  by  many  wise  and  experienced 
statesmen  that  the  consumers  of  foreign  goods, 
who  are  the  principal  producers  of  the  country,  are 
the  principal  tax  payers;  and  thus,  sir,  they  would 
have  to  bear  all  the  burdens  of  this  system,  with- 
out any  benefit  whatever.  What  estimate  would 
you  place  upon  the  intelligence  of  a  man  if  he 
would  accept  a  proposition  to  receive  $500  in  one 
pocket  to-day,  and  pay  700  out  of  the  other  to- 
morrow? This,  sir,  is  a  fair  illustration  of  the 
scheme,  so  far  as  Virginia  is  concerned. 

I  feel  very  confident,  Mr.  Chairman,  that,  but 
for  the  very  indirect  operation  of  our  system  of 
taxation,  by  which  the  true  amount  of  the  burdens 
imposed  upon  the  people  is  concealed  from  them, 
this  scheme  of  distribution  would  find  no  favor  in 
Virginia  or  any  of  the  producing  States.  If  a 
system  of  direct  taxation  prevailed,  and  the  peo- 
ple who  pay  the  taxes  were  to  count  out  to  the 
officers  of  the  Government  in  dollars  and  rents 
the  amount  they  would  have  to  contribute  to  the 
National  Treasury  to  supply  the  deficiency  pro- 
duced by  this  withdrawal  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  from  the  general  revenue, 
I  am  sure  that  they  would  not  tolerate  it  for  a 
moment,  but  rebel  against  it  But,  from  the  indi- 
rect operation  of  our  system  of  taxation,  the  great 
body  of  the  people  do  not  reflect  that,  in  every 
bushel  of  salt,  in  every  pound  of  coffee,  and  in 
every  yard  of  woollen  goods  of  foreign  manu- 
facture which  they  use,  they  are  paying  their  taxes 
to  the  Government;  and  thus,  while  this  four  mil- 
lions of  dollar*  would  fo  t°  the  Government  of 
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YWtotfa,  the  people  of  the  Bute  would  more  than 
refund  it  to  the  National  Treasury  by  this  indirect 
s)suVm  .of  taxation  on  their  salt,  woollens,  coffee, 
Ac  I  cannot  perceive,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  pos- 
sible benefit  can  result  to  the  people  of  Virginia  by 
thus  bestowing  to  her  Government  this  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  to  be  sqnandered  by  legislative 
prodigality,  and  withdrawing  a  larger  amount  from 
the  pockets  of  the  people  to  supply  its  place, 
from  every  view  which  I  have  been  able  to  take 
of  this  question,  I  am  well  convinced  that  the 
present  system  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  and 
the  faithful  application  of  the  proceeds  to  the  pur- 
poses of  revenue,  is  the  most  beneficial  and  just 
disposition  of  them  which  can  be  made,  be- 
cause, pro  tenia,  they  relieve  the  taxation  of  the 
country. 

80  far  as  lelates,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  restric- 
tion of  the  fund  proposed  to  be  distributed  to  the 
purposes  of  education  and  internal  improtements, 
1  have  only  to  remark,  that  if  this  land  fund  be 
a  residuum  after  executing  the  trust  created  by 
the  original  act  of  cession,  then,  and  in  that  case, 
the  8tates  have  as  clear  and  indefeasible  a  title  to 
this  residuum  aa  they  had  to  the  original  subject; 
and  any  restriction  upon  its  appropriation  would 
be  incomoatible  with,  and  in  violation  of,  their 
rights,  and  could  not  create  upon  them  the  slightest 
obligation  to  regard  it.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
too,  that  all  the  expenses  of  surveying,  selling,  and 
patenting,  which  are  very  considerable,  are  to  be 
thrown  upon  the  impost  duties.  For  these  reason?, 
upon  grounds  of  expediency,  I  am  opposed  to  this 
system  of  distribution.  But  while  declaring  my  op- 
position to  this  system,  I  find  it  my  duty  to  state 
that  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  its  competing  schemes 
—the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands, 
and  their  cession  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  other  and  higher 
objections  to  this  scheme  of  distribution  which  I 
deem  it  my  duty  briefly  to  bring  to  notice.  The 
moral  influence  which  it  would  exert  upon  the  re- 
lations between  the  Federal  and  State  Govern- 
ments, and  its  tendency  to  make  the  State  Govern- 
ments dependent  upon,  and  subservient  to,  the 
Federal  Government,  are  matters  to  my  mind  of 
the  most  grave  and  insuperable  objection.  This 
small  beginning  of  a  connection  between  the  re- 
venues of  the  State  and  Federal  Governments,  I 
fear,  would  increase  as  it  progressed,  and  finally 
terminate  in  a  permanent  and  ruinous  connection. 
It  would  prompt  the  people  to  forget  that  they  bad 
State  Governments  at  all,  and  turn  their  eyes 
entirely  to  the  Federal  source  for  supplies.  The 
Federal  Government  would  then  be  the  Alpha 
and  Omega  of  our  whole  system,  and  all  the  ad- 
vantages  arising  from  our  Federal  compact  and  the 
cherished  sovereignty  of  the  States  be  buried  in 
its  vortex.  All  moral  evil  has  small  beginnings, 
but  swells  as  it  progresses,  until  it  overwhelms 
•vary'  thing  with  which  it  comes  in  contact.  The 
pyramids  of  Egypt  were  constructed  by  piling  one 
atone  upon  another,  until  they  reached  their  present 
lowering  height;  so,  I  fear,  will  be  the  operation 
of  this  system  of  distribution.  One  system  will  be 
piled  upon  another,  until  finally  it  will  assume  a 
permanency  and  strength  beyond  the  control  or  re- 
sistance of  the  States  or  the  people.  I  have  here- 
tofore had  some  little  experience  on  this  subject  of 
distribution.  I  voted  for  the  act  of  1836  distribu- 
ting the  surplus  revenue  among  the  States,  referred 
to  and  so  strongly  reprobated  by  my  friend  and 
colleague,  [Mr.  W mi:.]  When  I  voted  for  that 
hill,  I  did  so  believing  it,  what  it  professed  to  be, 
atyl  for  the  deposite  of  the  surplus  revenue  with 

S  Stales,  and  with  entire  confidence  that  the 
tea  would  redeem  the  pledges  they  were  re- 
quired to  give  to  return  those  depositee  to  tbe 
National  Treasury  under  the  restrictions  and  limi- 
tations prescribed  by  the  act,  whenever  required. 
But  what  now,  sir;  is  the  state  of  things?  With 
a  bankrupt  Treasury,  the  States  bold  on  to  these  de- 
poaites,  and  laugh  to  scorn  the  very  idea  of  re- 
storing them.  I  am  sometimes  humorously  asked 
\ff  my  friends  whether  I  did  not  know,  when  I 
voted  for  that  bill,  that  it  was  intended  as  a  gift  of 
the  surplus  revenue  to  the  States?  I  answer,  no;  I 
was .  entirely  ignorant  of  it.  I  had  not  then 
acquired   so  much  skill  in  parliamentary  ma* ' 


noeuvring  as  to  know  bow  to  frame  a  bill  with 
a  constitutional  aspect  which  was  to  operate  an 
unconstitutional  effect.  I  had  not  then  learned  that 
the  Constitution  of  my  country  auhorizsd  agit't 
of  any  part  of  the  public  revenue,  or  any  portion 
of  the  public  property,  to  any  State,  or  to  the  States. 
If  I  had  then  known  what  I  know  now,  that  that 
act  would  effect  what  it  has  effected— an  uncon- 
stitutional gift  of  the  then  surplus  revenue  to 
the  States — I  should  not  have  given  it  my 
sanction. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  where  do  gentlemen  find  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  country  any  authority  for 
disposing,  by  gift,  of  any  part  of  the  public  re- 
venue, or  any  portion  of  the  public  propert)? 
The  power  to  collect  revenue  is  d.slinctly  giveo, 
and  the  objects  to  which  it  is  to  be  appropriated 
explicitly  defined,  by  the  Constitution.  In  the  enu- 
merated objects  for  which  appropriations  maybe 
made,  there  is  not  a  word  or  a  sentence  to  be 
found  from  which  the  idea  of  a  power  to  give  can 
remotely  be  deduced,  unless,  indeed,  tbe  words 
"general  welfare  and  common  defence"  can*  be  so 
construed  as  to  impart  general  and  unlimited 
powers  to  a  {Government  which,  from  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  Constitution,  was  intended  to 
be  limited  to  the  exercise  of  enumerated  and  speci- 
fied powers.  Apart  from  these  words,  there  con- 
not  be  found  a  single  expression  to  favor  the 
power.  There  being  no  constitutional  power  to 
make  such  a  distribution,  the  friends  of  this  policy 
have  very  adroitly  laid  hold  of  the  acts  of  cession 
from  Virginia  and  other  States  to  the  Government 
of  the  Confederacy,  and  very  Ingeniously  attempt 
to  deduce  from  these  acts  of  cession  the  power  to 
make  distribution  of  the  public  lands  ceded  by  them. 
I  will  examine  this  proposition  very  briefly. 
That  part  of  the  act  of  cession  of  Virginia,  passed 
on  the  1st  day  of  March,  1784,  which  is  to 
determine  this  question,  is  in  the  following 
words: 

"Thai  all  the  landa  within  the  Territory  so  ceded  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  not  reserved  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any  of  the 
before-mentioned  purposes,  or  disposed  of  in  boonties  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  American  army,  shall  be  considered 
as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United 
States  as  hare  become  or  shall  beeome  members  of  the  Con* 
federation  or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  States,  Virginia  inclu- 
sive, according  to  their  usual  respective  portions  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithfully  and 
bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or 
purpose  whatsoever.'1 

These  words  are  preceded  by  several  specific  ap- 
propriations, and  are  introduced  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  controlling  the  appropriations  of  tbe  sur- 
plus of  the  ceded  lands  which  shall  remain  after 
satisfying  these  specific  appropriations.  Tbe  sur- 
plus thus  remaining  is,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  act,  to  be  considered  a  "common  fund"  for 
the  use  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  had  become 
or  should  become  members  of  the  Confederation 
which  then  existed,  Virginia  included.  The  words 
"common  fund"  simply  mean  that  these  lands 
should  become  the  property  of  the  Confederacy  for 
the  use  of  tbe  Confederacy,  and  not  a  joint  stock- 
fund  for  the  use  of  each  of  \  the  States  in  their  in- 
dividual character.  It  is  to' be  used  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Confederacy,  and  the  Confederacy  only; 
so  as  to  relieve  tbe  States  of  the  general  charge  and 
expenditure  to  which  they  are  liable  for  the  heavy 
debt  incurred  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
for  the  amount  of  the  expenditure  to  which  they 
were  liable  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the 
Government  of  the  Confederacy.  This  is  all  that 
is  intended  by  the  act  of  cession,  and  this  is  tbe 
fair  and  natural  import  of  the  terms  employed. 
When  it  is  remembered  that,  at  the  time  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  the  Government  of  the  Con- 
federacy had  no  power  whatever  to  collect  re- 
venue, either  by  impost,  excise,  direct  taxation,  or 
otherwise,  but  bad  to  rely  upon  requisitions  on  the 
States  in  proportion  to  their  representation  to  dis- 
charge the  heavy  debt  with  which  it  was  burdened 
and  to  meet  its  annual  expenditure*,  the  object  of 
this  cession,  and  the  interpretation  of  the  clause 
which  I  have  cited,  are  too  obvious  for  doubt  or 
argumentation.  The  restriction  contained  in  the 
clause  was  simply  intended  to  prevent  the  local  or 
partial  application  of  this  common  fund  to  the 
separate  and  distinct  benefit  of  any  State  or  portion 
of  tbe  States.  The  object  was  to  provide  a  "com- 
mon fund"  to  relieve,  the  States  from  la  common  1 


charge  and  pay  a  common  expenditure;  and  I  can- 
not well  imagine,  considering  that  our  Govern- 
ment was  a  rn^re  federal  alliance,  powerless  and 
penniless  without  the  aid  and  support  of  the  States, 
now  the  framers  of  the  act  could  have  employed 
more  appropriate  terms.  If  the  frameis  of  the  act 
had  contemplated  that  there  would  have  remained  a 
surplus  out  of  this  surplus  to  be  applied  to  the  in- 
dividual and  local  concern*  of  the  States,  I  feel 
very  confident  that  they  would  have  been  cautious 
enough  to  make  some  specific  provision  for  such 
a  result;  but  their  not  having  done  so  is  conclusive 
proof  to  my  mind  that  they  did  not  design  it. 
From  the  passage  of  the  act,  through  a  Ions;  series 
of  years,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  both 
under  the  Confederacy  and  tbe  Union,  has  been 
acting  under  the  influence  of  this  interpretation  in 
appropriating  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  and 
I  see  no  good  reason  for  reversing  it  at  this  hue 
day.  In  aid  of  this  view  of  tbe  subject,  I  will  re- 
fer to  another  fact,  which  I  regard  as  conclusive 
of  its  correctness.  The  framers  of  the  Constitution, 
having  this  whole  subject  before  them,  gave  to 
Congress  the  same  power  over  the  ceded  lands 
that  they  did  over  all  lands  which  the  Government 
then  held,  or  might  thereafter  acquire;  and  that 
was,  simply  to  prescribe  proper  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  their  management  and  disposition,  TOere 
is  not  a  word  nor  a  sentiment  which  indicates  that 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  believed  that  they 
held  these  lands  in  trust  for  the  local  use  and  bene- 
fit of  the  States.  The  power  conferred  over  these  • 
lands  is  precisely  the  same  conferred  over  all  other 
lauds,  and,  if  the  one  can  be  distributed,  the  other 
can.  From  these  considerations,  my  mind  has 
come  to  the  decided  conclusion  that  the  distribution 
of  the  public  lands  among  the  States  for  their  local 
and  private  use  is  not  justified  upon  any  principles 
•f  expediency,  nor  warranted  by  tbe  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  and  not  required  by  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  cession.  There  is  no  more  safe, 
more  just,  or  more  profitable  disposition  of  the  ^ 
public  lands  than  to  bring  their  proceeds  into  the 
public  Treasury,  and  to  relieve  the  people  to  that 
extent  from  burdensome  and  oppressive  taxa- 
tion upon  those  articles  which  are  necessary  to 
them. 

Bat,  Mr.  Chairman,  notwithstanding  my  oppo- 
sition to  distribution,  1  was  not  a  little  surprised  10 
hear  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Srefard]  impugn  the  title  of  Virginia  to  the  ceded 
lands.  After  entering  into  a  compact  with  her,  ac- 
cepting the  cession  and  executing  it  according  to 
its  very  letter  for  more  than  a  half  a  century,  I  sea 
no  propriety  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  impugning  the  title  by  which  she  holds  these 
lands.  It  is  a  very  singular  position,  that  while 
we  are  acting  by  virtue  of  this  cession,  disposing 
of  these  land*  and  erecting  new  States  in  con- 
formity with  its  provisions,  we  are  at  the  same 
time  denying  the  title  by  which  we  hold  aVem! 
Did  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  rsfleet 
what  effect  his  argument  might  have  upon  the  *a> 
ture  political  balance  between  the  North  and  Search, 
in  another  body,  if  his  argument  were  true*  Ifne 
did  not,  I  pray  him  to  reconsider  it 

The  next  subject  which  has  been  introduced 
into  this  discussion  is  that  of  a  protective  tariff.  It 
is  matter  of  extreme  regret  to  me  that  a  subject  of 
so  much  delicacy,  and  so  irritating  a  eharaftw, 
should  have  been  introduced  at  a  time  and  under 
circumstances  when  there  could  possible  be  no  ac- 
tion upon  it;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  more  regret  that 
any  gentlemen  on  this  floor  should  have  iadjeaied 
a  purpose,  at  a  future  day,  of  breakisg  through 
the  principles  of  the  compromise  act  of  1838, 
and  re-open  this  fountain  of  bitter  and  agitating 
waters. 

[Mr.  Barnard  here  asked  permission  to  say  a 
word  by  way  of  explanation.  Mr.  Garlavd 
yielded  the  floor  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Barnard  then  said,  in  substance,  that  he 
found  himself  alluded  to  now,  and  he  had  been 
frequently  before,  in  the  course  of  debate,  as 
having  proposed  and  advocated,  in  his  speech  on 
the  bill  now  before  the  committee,  a  protective 
tariff,  and  a  high  protective  tariff.  There  was  en- 
tire misapprehension  and  error  here,  and  ap- 
parently a  growing  nusapprehenakm  and  «mr» 
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which  he  thought  it  time  to  correct.  He  had  made 
no  proposition,  sor  had  he  advocated  in  his  speech 
a  high  protective  tariff,  or  any  protective  tariff 
whatever.  His  proposition  looked  to  revenue,  and 
to  revenue  only,  and  not  even  incidentally  to  pro* 
lection. 

My  motion  (said  Mr.  B.)  was  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  of  this  bill,  and  that  is  the  whole  of 
the  motion.  I  accompanied  this  motion  with  a 
notice  which  disclosed  the  object  of  it.  It  was 
that,  if  the  motion  prevailed,  I  wo  old  move  the 
House  to  instrust  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  borrow  $10,000,000  on 
the  issue  of  bonds  or  scrip;  and  also  a  bill  to  lay 
duties  on  articles  now  admitted  free  of  duty,  such 
as  wines,  silks,  spices,  and  other  articles,  being 
luxuries— but  all  within  the  terms  and  policy  of 
the  compromise  act.  This  was  my  notice;  and  it 
is,  I  suppose,  to  that  that  reference  is  made,  when 
it  is  imagined  that  I  have  proposed  to  make  a  new 
tariff  for  protection. 

Sir,  I  have  proposed  nothing  of  the  sort,  nor  did 
I,  in  all  my  speech,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end, 
advocate  any  measure  of  the  sort.  I  found,  as  I 
thought,  that  the  Treasury  would  want  $10,000,000 
in  1841  over  and  above  all  current  revenues.  I 
proposed  to  borrow  it.  1  found  also,  as  I  thought, 
that  the  deficit  in  revenue  from  customs  in 
1842  would  be  very  great,  and  that  deficit 
I  proposed  to  make  up,  as  far  as  it  would 
go,  by  new  duties  laid "  now,  and  laid,  not 
upon  protected,  but  on  unprotected  articles— duties 
for  revenue  only. 

I  will  only  add  and  repeat  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  which  wasalM  intended  when  1 
rose,  that  1  have  not,  in  occasion  of  this  de- 
bate, proposed  or  advocated  a  protective  tariff. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded,  Mr.  Waddy 
Thompson  made  a  like  request,  and  made  the 
following  explanation: 

Mr.  Thompson  said  it  is  very  strange  that  any 
such  disclaimer  of  an  intention  to  bring  about  a 

{protective  tariff  should  be  required  of  the  member 
rom  New  York,  when  his  resolution  expressly 
states  that  the  terms  of  the  compromise  of  1833 
are  not  to  be  violated;  and  therefore,  he  proposes 
duties,  not  on  the  protected,  but  upon  the  unpro- 
tected articles— such  has  been  the  language  of 
every  single  member  from  the  tariff  States.  The 
word  protective  tariff  has  not  been  used  by  one  of 
them  unless  to  disclaim  any  wish  for  increased  pro- 
tection. If  Southern  gentleman  question  the  truth 
and  honor  of  these  members,  I  would  ask,  dare 
these  members  make  this  disclaimer  if  their  consti- 
tuents really  wished  increased  protection? 

The  distinguished  member  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Cushino,]  representing  one  of  the  largest 
manufacturing  interests,  tells  you  that  the  manu- 
facturers do  not  wish  any  more  protection.  That 
we  may  lay  the  duties  for  the  required  amount  on 
any  thing  we  please.  They  do  not  ask  it,  but  are 
willing  that  the  duties  jon  the  protected  articles 
should  be  increased;  that  they  propose  to  lay  these 
duties  on  the  unprotected  articles  to  satisfy  us,  but, 
if  we  prefer,  we  may  choose.  No  man  from  the 
South  has  said,  or  will  say,  that  he  does  not  prefer 
to  lay  duties  on  the  unprotected  class  of  articles. 
The  North  propose  this  to  us,  and  we  denounce 
the  proposition  which  we  approve,  because  we 
have  a  suspicion  that,  jn  offering  us  our  own 
choice,  they  mean  to  cheat  us.  Why,  then,  sir, 
this,  senseless  cry  of  tariff,  tariff,  tariff?] 

Mr.  Garland.  I  am  quite  happy,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  I  afforded  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  an  opportunity  to  place  himself  right  before 
the  country.  It  was  to  what  I  had  been  informed 
he  had  said  that  I  referred.  As  to  my  friend  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Thompson]  I  would  as  soon 
have  suspected  any  man  in  this  House  or  out  of  it 
being  an  advocate  of  a  protective  tariff  as  him. 
His  explanation  may  be  very  well  to  set  him  right 
as  to  others,  but  was  wholly  unnecessary  as  to  me. 
With,  this  explanation  from  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  I  will  pursue  this  subject  no  further, 
but  content  myself  by  remarking  that,  whenever  it 
does  come  up,  if  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  a  seat 
on  this  floor.  1  shall  be  found  its  unwavering  and 
uncompromising  opponent. 


In  relation  to  the  proposed  tax  upon  siks  and 
wines;  I  beg  leave  to  submit  a  few  remarks.  I 
am  not  willing  at  the  present  session  to  enter 
into  that  subject.  French  silks  and  wines,  by 
treaty  stipulation,  are  exempt  from  duties  until 
1842,  and  I  feel  no  desire  to  discriminate  between 
French  silks  and  those  of  any  other  friendly  power; 
and  there  is  no  necessity  of  any  precipitate  action 
on  the  subject.  Whenever  the  whole  field  shall 
be  opened,  and  silks  and  wines  can  be  made  the 
subjects  of  a  fair  and  equal  taxation  with  o'her 
subjects,  I  am  ready  to  embrace  them  and  impose  it 
upon  them.  They  are  as  fit  subjects  of  taxation  as 
any  other  foreign  production,  and  much  more  so 
than  many.  They  are  certainly  not  entitled  to 
any  privilege  because  they  are  luxuries— nor,  as 
asserted  by  my  friend  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Alpord,] 
because  "there  are  great  many  pretty  girls  in  the 
8outh  who  wear  silks."  The  "pretty  girls"  of  the 
South  are  under  as  high  an  obligation  to  pay  a  tax 
for  the  silk  which  adds  so  much  to  their  comfort 
and  decoration,  as  the  "pretty  girls"  every  where 
who  wear  their  light  woollens;  and  although  I  should 
regret  to  be  less  an  admirer  of  "pretty  girls"  than 
my  friend  from  Georgia,  yet  this  distinction  is  an 
homage  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  pay  te  their 
beauty.  The  Constitution  has  given  the  power  to 
raise  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
means  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  its  other  legal  obligations.  In  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  power  I  shall  always  be  prepared  to 
impose  such  duties  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet 
these  objects.  All  that  I  desire  in  relation  to  silks 
and  wines  is  to  act  upon  them  at  a  time  and  under 
circumstances  when  I  can  act  advisedly,  and  when 
they  can  be  subjected  to  a  fair  and  equal  and  a  just 
imposition  of  do  ties. 

I  have  a  word  to  say  in  relation  to  the  tobacco 
question.  My  friend  and  colleague  [Mr.  Wiss] 
seemed  to  think  that  the  Tobacco  Convention  re- 
cently held  in  this  city  was  but  a  part  of  the  machi- 
nery which  was  putting  in  play  to  bring  about  a  re- 
newal of  the  protective  system.  I  was  a  member 
of  that  convention,  and  although  I  shall  not  ques- 
tion the  sagacity  of  my  colleague,  I  distinctly  as- 
sert that  in  that  convention  I  did  not  see  or  hear 
any  thing  to  justify  the  suspicion.  It  may  be  so, 
but  if  it  was,  it  escaped  my  observation,  and  I  can 
truly  say  that  I  did  not  participate  in  it.  Upon 
the  subject  of  the  tobacco  trade  the  inclination  of 
my  mind  is  to  differ  with  the  view  of  both  my  col- 
leagues, [Messrs.  Wise  and  Colbs.]  I  regard  the 
tobacco  interest  of  the  country  as  suffering  under 
the  weight  of  a  most  wanton  and  intolerable  op- 
pression at  the  hands  of  nations  whose  productions 
we  receive  on  the  most  liberal  terms.  How 
monopoly  and  excessive  duty  in  foreign  countries 
are  beneficial  to  that  interest,  is  what  I  have  not 
been  able  to  discover.  From  the  first  formation  of 
our  Government  to  the  present  time,  our  constant 
effort  has  been  to  get  rid  of  this  monopoly,  and  re- 
duce this  imposition  upon  our  tobacco  trade  in  fo- 
reign countries— and  yet  we  are  gravely  told  that 
all  this  exertion  has  been  directed  to  effect  an  ob- 
ject which  would  be  ruinous  to  the  tobacco  growing 
interest.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  at  this  time.  I  confess 
that  my  information  is  too  limited  to  decide  with 
accuracy,  and  to  act  at  this  time  with  due  regard 
to  the  great  interest  involved.  I  shall  hold  my 
mind  open  to  the  conviction  of  truth,  and  trust  that 
if  I  shall  ever  be  called  to  act  upon  this  question,  I 
shall  be  .able  to  do  so  with  wisdom  and  prudence. 
My  colleague  [Mr.  Colbs]  seems  to  be  sensible  of 
the  great  oppression  under  which  the  tobacco  trade 
labors  in  England,  France,  and  other  European 
powers,  and  that  there  ought  to  be  some  redress, 
but  he  is  opposed  to  countervailing  duties,  "be- 
cause," says  he,  "that  would  be  legislating  for 
France  and  England,"  forgetting  that,  if  the  argu- 
ment be  true,  it  cuts  both  ways,  and  proves  that  in 
the  monopoly  and  the  imposition  of  duties  by 
France  and  England  upon  American  tobacco, 
France  and  England  are  legislating  for  the  United 
States.  Because  if  the  imposition  of  duties  upon 
foreign  productions  in  our  own  ports  be  legislating 
for  those  foreign  countries,  then  by  the  same  process 
of  reasoning  the  proof  is  conclusive  that  the  imposi- 
tion of  duties  upon  Americn  productions  in  foreign 
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ports  amounts  to  legislation  for  us  by  the  powers 
imposing  them. 

That  there  should  be  a  diversity  of  opinion  as 
to  the  propriety  of  exeieiaing  the  countervailing 
power  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  but  that  there 
should  be  any  doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  the 
power  is  to  me  marvellous.    The  countervailing 
power  iM  the  right  arm  of  national  defence  in  mat- 
ters of  commerce,  and  the  Government  that  is 
without  it  must  prosecute  its  commerce  entirely  at 
the  mercy  of  other  powers,    I  do  not  now  say  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  exercise  this  power  in  refer- 
ence to  the  tobacco  trade;  hut  I  will  say  that,  if  we 
are  entitled  to  redress,  this  will  be  found  the  only 
successful  remedy.    I  distinguish  between  a  coun- 
tervailing duty  and  one  for  purposes  of  protection. 
A  protective  duty  is  always  imposed  upon  some  fo- 
reign production  or  manufacture,  toSenable  thedomes- 
tic  article  of  like  character  to  compete  with  it  in  our 
own  markets;  the  countervailing  duty  is  always 
directed  to  such  foreign  production  as  will  ba%t  dis- 
pose the  foreign  Government  to  do  justice  to  our 
own  productions,  and  conduct  our  intercourse  with 
them  upon  terms  of.  reciprocity.    The  countervail- 
ing duty  is  intended  to  operate  abroad— the  pro- 
tective at  home.    The  countervailing  system  is  a 
harsh  one,  and  should  be  managed  with  great  cau- 
tion, prudence,  and  discretion— never  rashly.  That 
the  countervailing  power  exists  in  this  Government 
is  with  me  not  a  matter  of  doubt;  but  if  I  needed 
authority  to  support  me  in  this  position,  I  would 
refer  to  that  of  James  Madison,  whose  opinion  on 
this  subject  was  decided  and  unequivocal,  as  were 
also  those  of  many  of  his  distinguished  compeers. 
1  must  confess  that  I  am  not  a  little  surprised  at 
the  remedy  suggested  by  my  friend,  [Mr.  Coins.] 
He  says  he  would  still  negotiate.    Well,  sir,  we 
have  been  negotiating  for  nearly  sixty  years,  and  the 
success  has  been  an  increase  of  the  burdens.    My 
friend  says  he  will  not  resort  to  countervailing  du- 
ties.   If,  then,  the  negotiation  is  renewed,  and  it 
again  fails,  what  is  the  remedy?    According  to  the 
position  of  my  friend,  [Mr,  Coles,]  submission. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  monopoly  of  the 
tobacco  trade  and  heavy  imposition  of  burdens 
upon  the  article  is  a  source  of  very  considerable 
revenue  to  the  powers  of  Europe  into  which  it  is 
imported,  is  matter  of  no  doubt.  When,  then,  you 
send  your  negotiator  to  remonstrate  against  these 
impositions  and  demand  their  removal,  what  suc- 
cess do  you  think  will  attend  his  negotiations  when 
be  discloses  the  awful  fact  that,  if  the  negotiation 
fails — we  submit?    This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  in- 
evitable position  in  which  the  remedy  of  my  friend 
and  colleague  places  this  question;  and,  if  it  be 
sound  and  tenable,  it  proves  most  conclusively,  to 
my  mind,  that  we  should  attempt  no  farther  nego- 
tiation upon  the  subject,  lest  it  should  lesult,  as 
heretofore,  in  an  increase  of  our  burdens. 

This  argument,  which  means  that  we  are  to  talk, 
and  do  nothing  but  talk,  reminds  me  very  much  of 
an  anecdote)  which  took  place  near  the  beginning;  of 
the  Revolution  at  Boston.  The  boys  of  Boston, 
who  had  caught  the  spirit  of  liberty  which  was  run- 
ning like  fire  in  the  prairies  along  the  whole  Ame- 
rican colonies,  from  North  to  South  and  from  Bast 
to  West,  by  their  songs  of  patriotism  and  their 
shouts  of  liberty,  became  very  offensive  to  an  old 
Tory  who  lived  hard  by  the  city.  The  Tory,  in 
the  agony  of  his  feelings,  exclaimed  to  some  ac- 
quaintances standing  by,  in  most  indignant  strains, 
"These  boys  ought  to  be  talked  to— to  be  talked  to 
hard— very  hard."  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  sup- 
pose my  colleague  would  have  our  negotiators 
upon  this  subject  "talk"  to  those  foreign  Govern- 
ments—to  talk  to  them  "hard,  very  Jtatf;"  and  if 
talking  very  hard  will  net  do,  to  tell  them— we  sub- 
mit. 

The  next  subject  introduced  into  this  discussion, 
to  which  I  shall  advert,  is  the  subject  of  a  National 
Bank.  Upon  this  topic,  too,  I  think,  the  time  of 
this  House  might  be  spared.  There  is  no  proposi- 
tion before  the  House  to  establish  a  Bank,  nor  is 
there  time  to  mature  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  if  such 
a  proposition  were  pending.  But,  sir,  as  this  ques- 
tion has  been  alluded  to,  and  I  differ  from  many  of 
those  with  whom  I  acted  in  the  late  Presideatml 
election,  in  relation  to  the  constitutionality  and  ex- 
pediency of  sueh  an  institution,  I  feel  it  due  to 
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them,  to  myself,  tad  to  the  country,  to  state,  dis- 
tinctly and  unequivocally,  that  I  am  opposed  to 
ana*  an  institution  ia  any  form  or  in  any  shape.  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  Constitution  authorise*  Ht  or 
that  the  trae  or  aabtlantial  interest  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people  requires  it.  When  I  examine 
the  Constitution,  and  And  it  otterly  destitute  of  a 
single  word  or  sentiment  which  anthoriaet  the  esta- 
btisnment  of  a  corporation  of  any  sort  or  descrip- 
tion—and when  I  remember  that  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  those  sages  and  patriots  of  the  ever 
memorable  period  of  the  Revolution,  refused  to  im- 
part to  this  Government  the  power  to  create  a  cor- 
poration of  any  sort  or  description,  I  feel  well  sa- 
tisfied of  the  dangers  which  they  believed  wonld 
grow  ont  of  such  a  power,  and  do  not  feel  willing 
to  resort  to  some  far-fetched  inference  or  deduction 
from  the  delegated  powers  of  the  Constitution  to 
supply  that  which  was  promptly  denied  it.  Nor, 
air,  am  I  willing  to  amend  the  Constitution  by  judi- 
cial  decision  or  legislative  interpolation.  There  is 
but  one  way  te  amend  the  Constitution,  according 
to  the  Constitution  itself,  and  that  is  the  only  way 
by  which  I  will  consent  to  its  amendment  I  am 
not  willing  to  see  this  country  cursed  with  a  Con- 
stitution of  unstable  Congressional  enactments  and 
judicial  decisions.  When  that  is  the  case,  the  sove- 
reigaty  of  the  States  is  broken  down,  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people  trampled  under  foot  I  take 
the  Constitution  itself  as  the  shield  of  the  States  and 
the  palladium  of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and 
view  with  the  utmost  alarm  and  apprehension  any, 
the  slightest,  infraction  of  it 

Mr.  Chairman,  as  bitterly  as  I  opposed  the  Sub- 
Treasury  law,  as  determined  as  I  am  on  its  repeal, 
I  am  not  now,  and  never  was,  more  opposed  to  it 
than  I  am  to  the  incorporation  of  a  National  Bank 
—each  a  one,  particularly,  as  has  been  indicated. 
I  cannot  distinguish,  in  effect,  between  an  over- 
whelming and  dangerous  pecuniary  influence  in 
the  hands  of  the  Executive  of  this  Government, 
whether  it  be  directly  and  openly  conferred  by  a 
Sub-Treasury  law,  or  indirectly  under  the  mask  of 
a  chartered  corporation.  Such  an  institution,  whe- 
ther in  the  hands  of  a  free  or  a  despotic  Govern- 
ment, would  no  doubt  add  much  to  the  success  of 
the  pecuniary  operations  of  the  trading  community-, 
but,  for  this  benefit  to  the  trading  community  alone, 
we  let  into  the  gates  of  the  citadel  of  liberty  a 
most  insidious  and  dangerous  enemy.  If  gentle- 
men should  succeed  in  their  views  and  establish 
such  an  institution,  I  pray  Heaven  that  it  may  not 
be  to  the  free  institutions  of  this  country  what  the 
fabled  wooden  horse  of  the  Greeks  was  to  the  un- 
happy Trojans.  From  these  remarks,  my  friends 
will  readily  perceive  that  there  is  no  aspect  which 
this  question  can  assume  that  can  command  my 
humble  support. 

These,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  my  opinions  in  refe- 
rence to  these  questions.  They  were  early  imbibed, 
and  are  too  deeply  rooted  to  be  shaken  or  changed. 
The  party  with  which  I  acted  in  the  late  Presiden- 
tial election  as  well  knew  my  opinions  on  these 
.  subjects  as  I  did  many  of  theirs,  and  had  no  more 
reason  to  expect,  and  I  am  sure  did  no  more  expect, 
that  I  wonld  abandon  them  than  I  had  to  expect 
they  would  abandon  theirs.  If  I  had  changed  my 
course  to  suit  the  shifting  current  of  events,  they 
wonld  have  despised  and  contemned  me.  It  was 
not  because  I  had  undergone  any  change  of  opi- 
nion on  these  subjects  that  I  opposed  the  re-election 
of  Martin  Van  Buren.  I  opposed  him  for  other 
and  higher  considerations,  both  moral  and  political, 
striking  at  the  foundation  of  all  freedom  and  all 
free  institutions— causes  for  which  I  would  oppose, 
and  aid  in  overthrowing,  any  Administration. 

The  freedom  of  opinion  is  the  greatest  birthright 
of  an  American  citizen,  and  the  shie'd  of  an  Ame- 
rican representative.  I  refused  to  yield  it  to  the  de- 
mands of  the  party  with  which  I  formerly  acted, 
and  will,  it  ever  demanded,  refuse  to  yield  it  to  any 
party.  Thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  you  have  my  views 
on  these  important  and  interesting  questions;  such 
a*  they  are,  they  are  honestly  entertained,  and  will  be 
firmly  maintained.  But,  sir,  why  should  we  be  wast- 
ing our  time  in  these  idle  discussions  upon  mere 
party  questions,  when  there  is  in  the  distance  dan- 
ger of  a  most  menacing  and  formidable  character  I 
which  we  should  be  preparing  to  meet?    As  was  in*  I 


timated  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
{Mr.  Sbbfaad,]  the  ambitions  designs  of  Great 
Britain  were  never  more  clearly  developed  than 
at  this  time.  She  governs  Asia,  controls  Africa, 
dictates  to  Europe,  and  is  planting  her  influence 
and  her  military  posts  all  over  the  American  Con- 
tinent The  world  is  scarcely  sufficient  for  her 
grasping  ambition.  Does  any  man,  who  is  familiar 
with  her  history,  suppose  that  Great  Britain  will 
ever  yield  the  disputed  territory  in  Maine  and  Ore- 
gon without  a  struggle?  If  he  dees,  he  has  more 
confidence  in  her  justice  and  magnanimity  that  I 
have.  For  such  a  struggle,  Mr.  Chairman,  what 
ia  our  preparation?  Our  navy  almost  dismantled 
and  disorganised— not  a  ship  in  a  suitable  condi* 
tionto  maintain  the  honor,  of  our  flag  upon  the 
high  seas.  Where  is  the  army,  and  what  is  its 
condition?  But  little  better  than  that  of  the  navy 
—our  whole  coast  almost  defenceless.  While 
Great  Britain  is  making  active  and  busy  prepara- 
tions all  around  us,  and  studding  her  Canada  fron- 
tiers with  fortifications,  we,  as  we  have  been  for 
the  last  eight  years,  are  busily  engaged  in  Presi- 
dent-making and  party  manoeuvring,  to  the  utter 
neglect  of  every  sort  of  appropriation.  Never  was 
the  country  in  a  more  unprotected  and  defenceless 
condition.  I  warn  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 
tide  of  war  is  fast  rolling  upon  us.  I  see  it  in  the 
distance,  and  it  rapidly  approaches— it  cannot  be 
averted  without  dishonor  upon  our  part  Is  it  not 
time,  then,  that  American  statesmen  had  buried 
their  party  feuds,  and  all  harmoniously  combine  to 
make  a  suitable  and  adequate  provisions  for  the 
coming  emergency?  I,  for  one,  Mr.  Chairman, 
feel  the  necessity,  and  am,  therefore,  prepared  to 
commence  the  work  of  preparation.  I  believe  in 
the  wisdom  of  that  maxim  of  the  Father  of  his 
country— 

"In  peeee  prepare  for  war." 
These,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  the  remtrks  which  I 
intended  to  make  on  this  subject.  In  making  them, 
it  has  been  far  from  my  intention  to  impugn  the 
motives  of  any  party,  or  to  give  offence  to  any. 
My  object  has  been  plainly  and  simply  to  express 
my  own  views  and  place  myself  fairly  before  the 
country. 


RESIGNATION  OF  MR.  WEBSTER. 

IN  SENATE, 
McmuT,  February  93, 1841. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  the  Senate: 
•Hon.  R.  rL  Johnson,  Vice  President  United  States. 

"gm:  It  is  the  object  of  this  letter  to  make  known  to  the  Be 
tate  the  resignation  of  my  eeat  ae  ooe  of  the  Benatoi 


-    .     w_  Senators  from 

Maesechuaeus,  having  already  informed  the  Executive  of  that 
"late  that  from  thto  day  my  place  would  be  vacant 
"In  retiring  from  a  situation  in  which  so  considerable  a  part 


State  that  from  this  dar  my  pb 

"In  retiring  from  a  situation 

of  my  life  has  been  passed,  I  hope  1  may  be  permitted  uTex* 
press  my  high  respect  for  the  body  of  which  I  hare  been  a 
member,  the  interest  I  shall  erer  feel  in  the  preaerration  of  its 
character  and  dignity,  and  mr  cordial  wishes  for  the  health  and 
happiness  of  all  those  with  whom  I  hare  been  associated. 
"With  much  personal  regard, 

"1  hare  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

_  D.  WEB3TE£» 

The  letter  having  been  read,  Mr.  Cutbbbbt  and 
Mr.  Wright  rose  simultaneously,  but,  the  Chair 
recognising  Mr.  Cutbbeet,  Mr.  Wright  yielded  the 
floor  to 

Mr.  CUTHBERT,  who  expressed  his  regret  that 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  was  not  present,  as 
be  was  desirous  to  make  some  inquiries  from  that 
gentleman  as  to  doctrines  some  time  since  put 
forth  by  him,  in  which  the  people  of  the  South  had 
a  deep  and  vital  interest,  and  in  relation  to  which 
it  had  been  said  the  Senator  had  undergone  some 
change  of  opinion.  If  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts could  explain  this  change  of  sentiment 
satisfactorily,  he  would  stand  better,  and  stronger, 
and  firmer  with  the  South  than  he  did  now.  He  (Mr. 
Cothbebt)  had  been  under  the  impression  that  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  would  have  been  here 
to-day  in  perron,  and  he  had  hoped,  therefore,  that 
he  could  have  made  his  inquiries  in  this  chamber. 

Mr*  CLAY  of  Kentucky  wished  to  express,  as 
he  did  most  sincerely,  the  deep  regret  he  felt  that 
the  Senator  from  Georgia  should  have  seized  an 
occasion  when  his  (Mr.  Clit's)  honorable  fiiend 
was  absent  from  these  halls. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  here  interposed!  and  protested 


against  the  idea  that  he  had  seised  the  opportunity 
of  Mr.  WnnsTsa's  absence  to  make  the  remarks 
he  had  now  done,  or  that  it  should  for  a  moment 
be  supposed  he  had  ever  shrunk  from  expressing 
any  opinion*  he  held  in  the  presence  of  any  man 
whom  it  might  concern.  The  document  on  which 
bis  remarks  were  founded,  and  in  regard  to  which 
he  was  desirous  of  interrogating  the  8enator  from 
Massachusetts,  had  been  in  his  possession  last  set* 
sion,  but  he  had  declined  at  that  time  to  use  it,  and 
it  bad  been  left  behind  him  in  the  district.  He 
had  directed  it  to  be  sent  to  him,  but  this  had  not 
been  done;  he  had  since  used  ertrj  effort  in  bis 
power  to  possess  himself  of  it.  and  hoped  soon  to 
succeed.  He  bad  not  known  till  a  few  days  since 
that  it  was  Mr.  Webstkb's  inteotion  to  leave  the 
Senate  before  the  expiration  of  the  session.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Senator  from  from  Ken- 
tucky would  release  him  from  the  imputation  of 
being  unwilling  to  express  his  sentiments  in  that 
Senator's  presence.  It  was  impossible  he  could, 
in  this  matter,  be  influenced  by  nay  party  conside- 
rations, because,  should  the  8enator  be  able  satis- 
factorily to  explain,  the  effect  would  be  rather  to 
weaken  the  influence  of  the  patty  to  which  he  be- 
longed. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  it  was  far  from  his  intention 
to  convey  the  idea  that  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
feared  to  put  any  proper  queries  to  his  friend  from 
Massachusetts,  or  had  seized  the  opportunity  of  his 
absence  with  the  view  of  taking  any  improper  ad- 
vantage of  thtt  circumstance;  still  be  could  not  bnt 
express  his  profonnd  regret,  whatever  circum- 
stances might  have  caused  the  honorable  Senator 
to  choose  this  moment  for  introducing  the  remarks 
be  had  made,  that  he  had  not  chosen  a  more  suita- 
ble occasion. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  inquired  whether  it  had  not 
been  generally  understood  that  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  waa  to  be  in  his  place  to-day,  and  to 
address  the  Senate  previously  to  making  the  imig- 
natioa  of  bis  seat? 

Many  voices  cried  out,  "No;  there  has  been  no 
such  understanding." 

Mr.  CUTHBERT.  There  certainly  has  been 
on  this  side  of  ihe  Senate. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  could  not  answer  for  the  Se- 
nator's sources  of  information.  That  it  was  his 
friend's  intention  to  resign  his  seat,  was  a  fact 
which  bad  for  some  time  been  generally  known, 
and  had  been  s'a'ed  in  the  journals  of  the  day,  and 
the  Senator  had  been  here  in  his  seat  till  near  three 
o'clock.  He  must,  therefore,  repeat  the  expressioa 
of  his  deep,  his  profound  regret  that,  at  a  moment 
like  this,  when  every  member  of  the  body  could  not 
but  feel  the  great  void  which  had  been  created  by 
the  act  which  had  just  been  announced  to  the  Se- 
nate, from  the  absence  of  that  commanding  elo- 
quence and  that  unsurpassed  logic  which  had  been 
so  long  and  so  often  exerted  in  support  of  the  rights 
and  best  interests  of  this  country;  in  the  midst  of 
this  feeling  of  general  regret— for  he  would  do  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  the  justice  to  believe  that, 
notwithstanding  political  differences  of  sentiment, 
the  feeling  was  fully  participated  in  by  them  that 
at  such  a  moment  the  Senator  from  Georgia  tbonM 
have  deemed  it  becoming,  and  a  suitable  oppor- 
tunity, to  introduce  the  subject  to  which  he  had 
just  alluded.  The  day  when  one  of  the  noblest 
specimens  of  American  eloquence,  one  of  the 
brightest  ornaments  of  these  hails,  of  his  country, 
and  our  of  common  nature,  bad  retired  from  hie 
seat  in  the  Senate,  perhaps  forever,  to  assume  a 
station  of  still  higher  importance,  and  of  still 
influence  over  the  future  welfare  of  ihif  land,  < 
certainly  not  a  time  that  most  gentlemen 
have  selected  for  the  purpose  of  interrogating  him 
a*  to  any  sentiments  he  might  at  a  former  tuna 
have  uttered.  He  doubted  its  propriety  at  any 
time.  The  interrogatories  to  be  put  had  no  con- 
nection with  any  subject  now  before  the  Senate;  and 
the  practice  had  never  been  introduced  into  our 
American  halls  of  legislation  to  put  interrogatories 
to  Ministers,  as  was  customary  in  England.  Bnt 
if  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  recently  in* 
timated  any  change  of  opinion  in  reference  to  the 
subjects  to  which  the  member  from  Georgia  ml 
luded,  why  should  that  gentleman  doubt  bis  sin 
cerity?  On  what  subject  bad  he  these  doabtat  He 
standing  in  bit  place,  could  be  n  witness  for  hf 
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riendfrom  Massachusetts,  that,  from  his  first  ap- 
earance  in  the  Senate  down  to  this  day  of  his  re- 
petted  resignation,  no  sentiment  had  ever  been  ad- 
weed  by  him  which  was  not  perfectly  catholic, 
tod  which  did  not  regard  as  much  the  rights  of  the 
tenth  and  ^he  great  interests  of  the  West  as  those 
if  any  other  portion  of  the  Union:  on  the  contrary, 
te  had  ever  been  ready  alike  to  defend  and  main* 
ain,  in  the  most  determined  manner,  the  rights  of 
tvery  qnarter  of  the  coon  try.  He  had  on  all  occa- 
tons  declared  it  as  his  sentiment,  that  the  Consti- 
ation  of  the  United  States  conferred  upon  Congress 
10  power,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  touch  the  sub- 
set to  which  he  presumed  the  Senator  alluded, 
ertainly  not  beyond  .the  limits  of  the  District;  and 
▼en  within  the  District,  although  he  might  be  of 
pinion  that  the  mere  abstract  power  did  exist,  yet 
le  believed  as  strongly  that  it  would  be  inexped- 
ient to  exercise  it.  On  what  subject,  then,  did  the 
loath  want  guarantees  as  to  his  course  in  a  higher 
nd  more  extended  sphere  of  action?  His  eleva- 
ion  to  that  station  was  an  homage  richly  due  to 
im  for  services  and  talents  unreseivedly  devoted 
e>  the  service  of  the  country  for  twenty  or  twenty- 
,ve  years  past.  And  the  present  was  the  first  and 
nly  proof  which  he  had  ever  received  of  the  due 
atimation  of  those  services  by  the  offer  of  any 
nice  under  ths  Federal  Government;  and  he  would 
ere  publicly  express  his  full  and  entire  coviction 
lat  there  was  no  subject  in  regard  to  which  the 
outh  need  indulge  apprehension  in  consequence  of 
is  elevaiion. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  said  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  had  made  a  great  deal  out  of  his  brief 
ddress  to  the  Senate,  having  spoken  of  it  as  though 
e  bad  pursued  a  course  which  was  a  subject  of 
oignant  regret — as  if  he  had  been  guilty  of  some 
ross  violation  of  decorum— some  unpardonable 
atrage  en  public  feeling;  but  he  was  not  be  im- 
wed  upon  by  any  such  affectation. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  call  that  Senator  to  order;' he  can- 
Dt  be  permitted  to  use  such  language  in  app'ica- 
dh  to  me. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  here  made  some  explanation, 
ainielligible  to  the  reporter,  but  which  ended  with 
te  expression,  Well,  then,  we  now  understand 
ten  other.  The  Senator  says  that  his  friend  from 
lassachusetts  is  a  Senator  of  distinguished  abili- 
es.  I  acknowledge  it.  That  those  abilities  have 
ing  and  often  been  exerted  here.  1  acknowledge 
.  That  his  opinion  is  of  high  authority.  I  ack- 
nowledge it.  But  if  he  entertains  the  most  be- 
stical  and  abominable  opinion  in  relation  to  a 
inject  which  is  of  the  deepest  interest  to  a  large 
ortion  of  this  country,  am  I  not  to  dare  to  demand 
«m  him  an  explanation?    That  I  must  not  dare 

>  apeak  of  a  subject  of  this  importance,  because  it 
Ma  not  comport  with  the  Senator's  notions  of  de- 
>rum!  Can  any  man  listen  to  this  with  patience? 
hat  the  rights  ofthe  whole  people  are  to  be  put  in 
te  scales  with  the  Senator's  ideas  of  delicacy  and 
Bcornm?  I  laugh  at  it.  I  spurn  at  it  The  inte- 
sata  of  my  constituents  shall  be  defended  by  me 
a  all  occasions— by  God  they  shall.  The  gentle- 
tan  does  not  understand  to  a  scruple  or  a  drachm 
ie  heresies  which  have  been  maintained  by  his 
iend;  not  always,  by  the  by,  his  friend,  if  I  rightly 
>member.  The  laurels  of  the  honorable  Senator 
om  Kentucky  were  won  by  his  gallant  support 
T  the  late  war.  It  was  the  glory  of  his  eloquence, 
te  fire  and  splendor  of  his  genius,  which  inspired 
te  hearts  of  his  countrymen  with  an  undying  de- 
rmination  to  resist  oppression-  For  that  h*  was 
>nored  then— for  that  he  is  honored  now — and  for 
tat  he  ever  will  be  honored.  Where  his  friend 
ood  on  that  occasion,  I  need  not  aay.    But  what 

this  deetrine  put  forth  by  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
ichusetts,  and  in  regard  to  which  I  wish  to  inter- 
lgate  him?  It  is  proved  by  a  document  of  the 
iry  highest  authority.    I  regret  I  have  it  not  now 

►  produce,  but  I  shall  have  it,  and  will  produce  it. 
[e  there  asserts  it  as  indisputable  that  Congress 
tay  pats  laws  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  slaves 
-om  one  Siate  or  Territory  to  another ! 

Mr.  PRESTON  was  understood  to  say  that, 
rithout  recognising  the  right  of  any  Senator  to  in* 
srrogate  him  as  to  the  sentiment*  of  an  absent 
lend/  and  disclaiming  any  intention  to  make  an 
nswtf  for  one  so  abundantly  capable  of  answer- 


ing for  himself,  as  was  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  he  would  say  that  the  circumstance 
which  he  understood  to  be  alluded  to  by  the  Sena- 
tor frem  Georgia  was  one  in  which  he  had  himself 
had  some  participation.  He  had  been  present  at 
the  time  when  that  honorable  Senator  made  the 
declarations  having  relation  to  the  interests  of  the 
Sooth,  of  which  the  Senator  from  Georgia  com- 
plained, and  those  declarations  were,  to  his  (Mr. 
Prjstow's)  mind,  satisfactory.  The  doctrines  then 
advanced  were  such  as  he,  as  a  Southern  man, 
felt  authorized  to  sanction,  to  approve,  and,  in  some 
tort,  to  endorse.  He  did  approve,  and  did  endorse 
th*m.  Toe  explanations  ot  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts were  made  at  Alexandria,  in  the  presence  \ 
of  many  thousands  ef  .Southern  gentlemen,  and 
they  were  entirely  satisfied.  His  opinions  were 
there  avowed  openly,  and  he  told  the  assembly  that 
they  should  hear  of  them  again;  and  those  very 
same  sentiments,  ijuimmi*  verbis,  were  echoed 
among  the  mountains  of  New  Hampshire,  were  re- 
verberated along  the  indented  .shores  of  Massachu- 
setts, were  proclaimed  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson, 
and  again  put  forth  in  the  clearest  and  most  de- 
cisive language  from  the  Capitol  at  Richmond.  As 
a  patriot  and  a  Southern  man,  he  (Mr.  Prbston) 
had  heard  them  with  great  pleasure.  Whether 
they  were  the  result  of  any  change  in  sentiment — 
whether  they  were  the  product  of  any  new  light, 
he  neither  asked  nor  cared,  but  hailed  th°m  with 
delight  as  proceeding  from  such  a  man.  Whether 
new  or  old,  if  they  were  Mr.  Webster's  sentiments 
now,  as  he  coeld  not  doubt  they  were,  he  was  sure 
the  Senator  from -Georgia  most  rejoice  with  him, 
both  that  they  were  entertained  and  had  been  thus 
expressed. 

Mr.  RIVES  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  it  at 
the  earnest  request  ( f 

£f;Mr.  CUTHBERT,  who  said  that  he  had  charged 
thefe  heresies,  of  which  be  complained,  openly  on 
this  floor,  upon  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
some  years  ago,  when  the  position  of  that  gentle- 
man was  not  so  important  as  it  bad  now  become,  and 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  at  that  time  joined  him 
in  pressing  for  an  explanation  from  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  be  should  like  to  know  what 
was  the  purpose  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia  in 
thus  pressing  this  subject  of  inquiry?  What  was 
his  object? 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  said  he  would  explain.  He 
then  repeated  the  declaration  that,  when  pressing 
the  charge  of  these  opinions  on  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  the  Senator  from  Virginia  had 
united  with  him,  and  had  expressed  to  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  his  strong  disapprobation  of 
those  opinions. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia was  certainly  mistaken.  He  had  a  perfect  re- 
collection of  the  leading  circumstances,  and  did  not 
join  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  on  that  occasion, 
in  charging  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  with 
having  promulgated  the  obnoxious  opinion  that  it 
was  competent  for  Congress  to  prohibit  the  trans- 
portation of  slaves  from  one  Sate  to  another  for 
sale.  He  had  had  no  information  on  the  subject. 
All  he  had  heard  was  from  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  himself.  That  Senator  had  asserted  that 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had,  in  some  docu- 
ment adopted  by  a  public  meeting  in  Boston,  ad- 
vanced such  sentiments,  and  this  was  all  that  he 
knew  about  it.  When  that  gentleman  charged  the 
fact  on  Mr.  Webster,  and  pressed  for  an  explana. 
tion,  he  (Mr.  Rives)  had  been  anxious  to  hear  what 
reply  would  be  made,  but  did  not  join  the  Senator 
in  making  the  charge. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT.  I  did  not  allege  that  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  made  the  charge  on  bis  own 
knowledge,  but  1  say,  and  I  will  ever  repeat,  that 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  did,  with  earnestness 
and  with  great  ability,  press  that  charge  on  the  Se- 
nator from  Massachusetts,  who,  in  his  reply,  avowed 
the  doctrine,  and  maintained  and  defended  it  on 
the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  regulate 
commerce  between  the  States.  I  repeat,  that  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  did  enter  into  that  debate, 
although  I  admit  that  he  obtained  the  facts 
from  me. 
jjxlr.  RIYE&    I  bad  risen  to  perform  an  act  of 


justice  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  and  to 
myself,  when  I  yielded  the  floor  to  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia.  And  what  is  the  result  ofthe  state- 
ment he  has  made?  Does  it  sustain  his  assertion 
that  I  pressed  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  for 
an  answer  to  his  inquiry? 

Mr.  CUTHBERT.  I  beg  the  Senator— I  beg 
the  Senator  to  do  me  justice.  What  I  said  was, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  did  pi  ess  on  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  the  incorrectness  of 
those  opinions,  supposing  him  to  entertain  them. 

Mr.  RIVES.  Then  the  whole  question,  as  be- 
tween the  Senator  from  Georgia  and  myself,  is  im- 
material. I  have  not  so  minute  a  recollection  of 
all  the  circumstances  as  to  be  able  to  recall  every 
individual  thing  which  passed;  but,  fortunately  for 
the  Senator  from  Georgia  and  myself,  we  .did  not 
speak  to  empty  benches.  There  must  have  been 
others  who  heard  and  who  remember  what  passed. 
I  recollect  having  participated  in  a  very  interesting 
debate,  to  which  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
and  other  members  of  this  body  were  parties,  on 
different  topics  connected  with  Southern  rights. 
On  this  occasion  I  remember  it  was  alleged  by  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  that  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts bad  advanced  the  doctrine  that  it  was 
competent  for  Congress  to  prohibit  the  transporta- 
tion of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another  for  sate, 
and  that  he  appealed  to  him  to  say  whether  he  had 
or  not;  but  he  did  not  recollect  whether  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  had  admitted  or  denied  baring 
done  so. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT.    No,  no;  he  did  not  deny  it. 

Mr.  RIVE3.  Let  not  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
involve  me  when  he  comes  forward  to  make 
charges  against  a  gentleman  who  is  not  here  pre- 
sent to  defend  himself;  but,  if  he  advances  a 
charge,  and  its  truih  is  denied,  then  the  burden  of 
proof  certainly  lies  on  him. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT.  I  can  prove  it,  and  I  will. 

Mr.  RiVES.  1  protest  against  the  gentleman's 
drawing  me  in  to  support  his  accusation  in  a  mat- 
ter of  which  I  have  no  knowledge.  Now  do  1 
feel  it  to  be  due  to  the  eminent  public  man  who  has 
just  dissolved  his  connexion  with  this  body,  and 
who  has  been  arraigned  for  his  opinions  by  the  Se- 
nator from  Georgia  in  a  manner  which,  to  say  the 
least,  is  rather  ill- timed  and  unprecedented,  to  state 
what  have  been  the  declarations  of  his  opinions, 
on  these  same  questions,  within  my  own  hearing, 
at  a  very  recent  period.  With  that  distinguished 
gentleman  I  have  differed,  and  still  differ,  on  some 
important  questions  of  public  policy.  But  these 
differences  have  never  pra vented  me  from  feeling 
that  his  presence  here  was  one  of  the  proudest  or- 
naments of  this  Hall,  and  that  his  withdrawal  from 
it  will  leave  an  intellectual  void  which  generations 
must  pass  away,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  Provi- 
dence to  men,  before  we  shall  see  it  filled  with  his 
like  again.  His  talents  and  his  reputation  are  the 
common  property  of  his  country,  and  for  one  I 
have  ever  looked  upon  them  with  pride  as  an 
Ameriean  citizen.  If  my  honorable  friend  from 
Georgia 

Mr.  CUTH  BERT.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  drop 
the  expression  u friend." 

Mr.  RIVES.  Most  cheerfully,  if  he  says  so.  If  the 
Senator  from  Georgia,  then,  bad  looked  as  inquisi- 
tively into  the  evidence  of  the  opinions  of  the  Se- 
nator from  Massachusetts  on  this  important  and 
delicate  topic,  which  has  been  given  to  the  world 
during  the  last  lour  or  five  months,  as  he  seems  to 
have  done  into  those  supposed  to  have  been  utter- 
ed by  him  twenty -odd  years  ago  in  a  town  meeting 
of  Boston,  be  would  have  seen  what  he  has  said 
under  circumstances  of  the  most  solemn  and  im- 
posing character.  At  the  city  of  Richmond,  in  the 
month  of  October  last,  on  the  sacred  portico  of  the 
Capitol  of  Virginia,  before  an  assemblage  of  ten 
thousand  of  her  freemen— beneath  the  light  of  an 
October  sun — in  the  face  of  Heaven— he  declared, 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  under  all  the  responsi- 
bilities of  his  character  and  his  station,  that  it  was 
his  well-seuled  and  unchangeable  opinion  that 
there  is  no  power,  direct  or  indirect,  in  Congress  or 
the  General  Government,  to  interfere,  in  any  man- 
ner whatever,  in  the  slightest  degree,  with  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  or  the  institutions  of  the  South.  A 
declaration  so  broad,  so  complete,  so  unequivocal, 
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ao  emphatic,  proceeding  from  soch  a  man,  in  such 
a  presence,  could  not  bat  make  a  profound  impres- 
sion. Tbese  memorable  words  are  on  record. 
They  were  taken  down  at  the  time,  and  they  have 
been  given  to  the  world  nnder  the  revision  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  himself.  Here,  then, 
is  the  authentic  and  recorded  evidence  of  the  deli- 
berate and  final  opinions  of  that  distinguished  gen- 
tleman on  the  whole  of  ibis  delicate  subject;  and 
it  is  but  an  act  of  common  justice  that  he  should 
be  tried  and  judged  by  them.  Let  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  prosecute  his  inquiries,  by  referring  ta 
these  recent  and  authentic  proofs  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  distinguished  citizen  of  Massachusetts;  and, 
if  they  should  fail  to  satisfy  him,  he  will  have  this 
farmer  consolation,  that,  though  that  gentleman  is 
removed  from  this  theatre  of  his  public  labors,  he 
will  not  be  beyond  the  reach  of  any  legitimate  in- 
quiries in  that  higher  post  of  duty  and  responsibi- 
lity, his  accession  to  which  has  been  hailed,  as  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay]  has  just  re- 
marked, by  the  general  voice  of  the  country.  He 
will  be  happy,  I  doubt  not,  to  answer  any  inquiries 
which  may  be  conveyed  to  him,  in  courteous  and 
proper  terms,  from  an  unprejudiced  source.  My 
only  regret  is,  that  he  is  not  now  here  to  answer  the 
arraignment  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  face  to 
face. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT.  None  can  regret  it  more  than 
I;  no  man  regrets  it  one  ten*  thousandth  part  as  much. 
I  tell  the  Senator  that  I  have  been  seeking  for  the 
document  on  which  I  base  my  inquiry.  Does  the 
Senator  believe  me,  or  must  I  prove  it?  I  repeat 
the  assurance,  that  I  have  been  waiting  for  that* 
document,  and  that  only.  But  I  am  not  sorry  for 
what  has  occurred.  It  pleases  me.  I  am  glad.  I 
am  glad  the  attention  of  the  country  has  been  fixed 
upon  the  fact;  it  cannot  now  escape  investigation. 
It  will  now  he  seen  what  has  been  said  of  my 
much-injured  State— a  State  I  love  with  burning 
affection.  I  hug  her  to  my  heart  in  proportion  as 
she  is  assailed  and  assaulted  from  abroad. 

1  say,  then,  that  at  a  public  meeting  held  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  lor  a 
purpose  which  the  South  cannot  approve,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  report.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  chairman  of 
that  meeting;  and  one  of  the  resolutions  reported  by 
the  committee  was  in  nearly  the  very  words  uttered 
by  him  on  this  floor.  I  would  have  called  on  him 
for  an  explanation  before  now,  but  I  wished  first 
to  procure  the  document,  that  I  might  be  sure  I  was 
right.  It  shall  yet  be  produced;  and  I  say  again, 
that  I  am  glad  the  eyes  of  the  country,  the  eyes 
of  the  whole  world,  have  been  turned  to  this  pro- 
ceeding, and  to  the  heretical  opinion  advanced  by 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  Two  or  three 
years  since,  that  Senator  carefully  investigated  the 
subject  of  slavery,  and  in  this  document  he  declares 
it  as  his  optnicn  that  ^Congress  has  the  consti- 
tutional authority  to  prevent  the  transportation  of 
slaves  from  one  State  to  another.  It  is  a  case 
made  out;  the  proof  shall  be  adduced,  and  it  is  of 
itself  sufficient  to  excite  the  suspicion  of  the  South. 
The  opinion  has  been  spread  abroad,  and  it  has 
every  where  been  quoted  on  his  authority. 

Now,  if  the  Senator  bas  changed  his  opinion,  is 
he  not  bound  to  retract  this  expression  of  it?  If  he  has 
formerly  expressed  an  opinion  which  he  now  knows 
to  J>e  false  and  unsound;  if  be  knows,  at  the  same 
time,  that  that  opinion,  as  his,  has  gained  currency, 
and  that  it  furnishes  the  very  form  in  which  the 
war  is  carried  on  against  us,  and  if,  under  these 
circumstances,  he  refuses  to  do  justice  to  the  South, 
what  must  be  his  moral  structure?  The  opinion 
gains  authority  in  his  own  State,  and  it  is  promul- 
gated abroad  as  an  opinion  supported  by  his  autho- 
rity. If  he  knows  this,  and  does  not  contradict  it, 
he  re-affirms  it.  And  am  I  then  to  be  told  that  the 
certain  vague  and  general  expressions  used  by  him 
on  the  steps  of  the  Capitol  of  Virginia  avail  to  can- 
cel all  thib?  The  cancer  is  spreading,  it  approach- 
es the  vital  parts,  the  patient  is  in  danger,  and 
then  we  are  told  that  there  is  some  panacea  or 
quack  medicine  which  has  been  vended  for  the 
cure  of  the  dkease,  A  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina put  the  document  in  my  hands  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. I  thought  at  that  time  of  bringing  up  the 
Senator  before  the  people,  but  the  document  es- 


caped me,  and  I  have  sought  it  since,  with  the  ex- 
press intention  to  make  that  use  of  it.  I  say  that 
the  Senator  from  Massachutetts  has  set  up  doc- 
trines which  throw  open  all  the  South  to  her  ene- 
mies, which  leave  as  no  barrier  for  our  defence, 
and  with  nothing  to  prevent  the  sea  from  rushing 
in  to  overwhelm  as.  The  mischief  has  been  done: 
it  bas  been  done  by  the  expression  of  that  opinion: 
it  must  be  retracted:  forgiveness  must  be  asked 
from  a  much  injured  people:  there  must  be  repen- 
tance, add  not  only  repentance,  but  reform.  The 
Senator  must  not  profess  to  repent,  and  still  telain 
the  emoluments  of  sin.  He  must  not  retain  popu- 
larity at  the  North  for  one  opinion,  and  tell  the 
South  that  he  has  changed  it,  and  holds  another. 
I  say  again  that  I  rejoice  that  the  attention  of  the 
world  has  been  called  to  this  debate.  The  Senator 
has  been  pledged  by  his  friend  to  answer.  If  he 
shall  answer  and  retract  the  opinion,  then  his  au- 
thority, in  the  degree  in  which  it  will  now  prevail, 
and  that  is  but  a  poor  degree,  will  atone  for  the 
mischief  he  has*  done.  If  he  does  all  he  possiblj 
can  to  counteract  its  influence,  then  he  will  stand 
somewhat  better  before  our  people  than  he  now 
does;  but  if  he  shall  not — we  know  our  enemies. 


Monday,  March  1. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  rose  and  said:  Last  week,  on 
the  resignation  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
some  remarks  were  made  by  him,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  pledged  himself  to  prove  certain  points 
by  a  document  which  he  would  produce.  The 
only  essential  points  to  which  he  alluded,  were 
these  two:  that  the  Senatar  from  Massachusetts 
had  expressed  and  advocated  this  doctrine  in  certain 
resolutions  in  a  memorial,  that  Congress  had  full 
power  to  prohibit  the  slave  trade  between  the 
States;  and  next,  that  many  years  after  the  expres- 
sion of  this  opinion,  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  the  course  of  its  action  on  the  subject  of 
slavery,  quoted  the  same  doctrines  formerly  ad- 
vanced by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and 
had  maintained  them.  His  course  on  this  occasion 
was  simply  to  produce  the  document  which  he  had 
promised  to  produce,  and  leave  the  thing  with  the 
Senate,  as  the  period  of  the  session,  and  the  state  of 
their  business,  would  prevent  him  from  desiring  that 
any  thing  more  should  be  said. 

Mr.  PHELPS  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He  in- 
quired what  business  there  was  before  the  Senate — 
at  present  there  was  nothing  before  them  for  the 
action  of  the  house. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  hoped  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont would  not  insist  upon  his  point  of  order.  He 
(Mr.  Cuthbkrt)  stood  before  the  country  pledged 
to  do  what  he  now  desired  to  do;  and  he  inquired 
whether  the  Senator  from  Vermont  would  not  per- 
mit him  to  put  himself  in  a  proper  position  before 
the  country? 

The  PRESIDENT  said  the  Chair  was  always 
disposed  to  extend  courtesy  and  liberality  to  Sena- 
tors, when  it  was  .desired  10  make  any  explanation, 
or  when  a  Senator  wished  on  any  subject  to  set 
himself  right,  as  in  the  present  case.  He  under- 
stood the  Senator  from  Georgia  to  appeal  to  the 
courtesy  of  the  Senate.  Perhaps,  according  to  strict 
rule,  the  Senator  bad  no  right  to  enter  into  any  dis- 
cussion, unless  there  was  some  specific  question 
before  the  Senate;  but  it  was  the  courtesy  of  the 
Senate  that  was  now  appealed  to,  whether  he  should 
proceed  or  not;  and  it  had  been  usual  to  extend 
courtesy  in  such  cases. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  was  fully  aware  that  there 
was  no  rule  of  order  lo  justify  this  discussion.  For 
his  part,  he  had  been  anxious  and  very  willing  that 
it  should  have  been  arrested  at  an  early  period;  but 
it  was  not  arrested.  In  the  course  of  that  discus- 
sion, his  honorable  friend  [Mr.  Cothbert]  made 
certain  statements — those  statements  were  ques- 
tioned—they were  not  directly  denied,  but  ihey 
were  questioned;  and  had  there  ever  been  an  in- 
stance of  an  honorable  Senator — when  he  had 
made  statements  which  were  questioned  by  any 
Senator — not  being  permitted,  at  a  subsequent  day, 
to  come  forward  and  make,  an  explanation?  There 
never  bad  been  such  an  instance.  Was  it  said 
there  was  no  rule  of  order  to  justify  it?  Why,  did 
they  not  allow  Senators  to  get  op  and  speak  by  the 
hoar,  who  concluded  with  a  motion?  and  had  those 


honorable  Senators  been  called  to  order  before  amy 
motion  wasHbefore  the  Senate?  No:  for  they  sup- 
posed that  a  proper  self-respect,  and  a  due  regard 
to  public  opinion,  would  prevent  Senators  proceed- 
ing irregularly;  and  therefore  they  had  not  cheeked 
them  by  any  rule  of  order,  when  making  explana- 
tions. They  enforced  rales  to  facilitate  business; 
but  when  a  Senator  wished  to  pat  himself  right, 
was  he  to  be  checked?  The  Senator  from  Georgia 
held  a  position,  then,  which  demanded  from  chat 
body  that  he  should  be  permitted  to  explain, 

Mr.  PRESTON  hoped  the  point  of  order  would 
be  withdrawn.  It  was  the  uniform  practice  of  the 
Senate  to  permit  a  Senatbr  to  make  an  explanation, 
when  it  was  thought  necessary. 

The  PRESIDENT  said,  under  the  circamstances 
of  the  case,  he  shoojd  feel  bound  to  put  (be  ques- 
tion to  the  Senate,  "Shall  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
be  permitted  to  proceed?" 

Mr.  PHELPS  said,  perhaps  an  apology  was  due 
from  him  to  the  Senate;  and  he  begged  to  say  to  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  that  he  was  not  aware  that 
that  Senator  was  implicated  in  consequence  of  any 
thing  which  had  been  said  on  a  former  occasion. 
He  (Mr.  Phelps)  could  only  say,  by  way  of  apo- 
logy, that  he  was  absent  from  the  Senate  oa  that 
occasion  during  part  of  the  diseossioD;  he  came  in 
while  the  discussion  was  going  on,  and  he  found,  to 
his  regret,  the  Senate  engaged  in  a  discussion  in 
relation  to  the  opinions  of  an  honorable  Senator, 
which,  it  struck  him,  was  entirely  irrelevant;  nor 
conld  he  discover  now  how  a  discussion  respecting 
the  opinions  of  any  gentleman,  who  may  have  been 
honored  with  a  seat  here,  could  be  relevant,  when 
those  opinions  involved  nothing  for  the  action  of 
the  Senate.    When,  therefore,  he  found  that  the 
discussion  was  to  be  renewed,  be  felt  it  to  be  hn 
duty,  as  a  member  of  that  body,  to  interfere  and  to 
interrupt,  if  possible,  a  discussion  tending  to  no 
result.    With  respect  to  the  individual  opinions  of 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  if   they  were  of 
any  consequence  any  where,  it  was  oat  of  doors; 
yet  if  he  had  supposed  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Georgia  had  felt  that  he  was  implicated  in 
consequence  of  any  thing  thai  had  transpired  there 
on  a  previous  day,  and  that  he  felt  it  necessary  ta 
have  an  opportunity  to  set  himself  right,  be  (Mr. 
Phelps)  would  not  have  interfered.     Having  *sid 
this  much,  he  might  be  permitted  to  add,  if  the  ho- 
norable Senator  conceived  now  that  it  was  neces- 
sary that  be  should  be  heard  on  this  floor,  he  (Mr. 
Phelps)  would  most  cheerfully  withdraw  his  point 
of  order;  but,  at*  this  late  peiiod  of  the  session,  it 
did  appear  to  him  that  the  discussion  sbouM  be  con- 
fined to  some  reasonable  limits. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  said  the  expression  used  (fid 
not  convey  his  views:  he  did  not  feel  himself  "im- 
plicated;" bur,  in  the  presence  of  the  country,  he 
had  made  certain  statements  which  had  been  qa*- 
tioned;  he  then  promised  to  famish  the  proofs  on 
which  his  statements  were  bated,  and  he  now  cafled 
upon  the  Senate,  as  a  matter  of  justice,  to  give 
him  the  opportunity  to  famish  his  jasunear/on. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  appears  to  be  a  ge- 
neral acquiescence.  The  Senator  will  therefore 
proceed. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  said  he  had  an  extract  from 
a  report  made  to  the  Legislature  of  Massaeha- 
setts  by  a  committee  appointed  on  the  subject 
of  slavery.  This  was  the  paper  which  he  had 
s'ated  he  had  had  in  his  hands  in  1838; 
the  paper  from  which  he  first  derived  hit 
information  must  have  been  earlier,  since  mis  de- 
bate took  place  in  1837.  Whether  there  had  been 
two  reports,  or  whether  the  first  document  was  not 
a  report  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  but 
from  some  other  source,  he  conld  not  say;  but, 
passing  that  by,  he  begged  the  Senate  to  listen  to 
the  reading  of  this  extract,  which  proved  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts,  who  had  lately  left  this  Hall, 
to  have  been  first  named  on  a  committee  to  prepare 
a  memorial  or  address  to  Congress,  to  prohibit  me 
slave  trade  between  the  States. 

The  report  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  ef 
which  this  was  an  extract,  went  further  thanta 
place  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  at  the  Md 
of  the  committee,  for  it  cited  his  opinions  at  toe 
of  an  "eminent  jurist  and  great  constimrjoattttr- 
ycr."    That  part  of  the  report,  however. 
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*n  copied  into  the  extract.  Now  there  might  be 
question  whether  this  paper  was  or  was  not  au- 
teatic;  to  this  he  ooojd  say  he  bad  compared  it 
ith  the  memorial  presented  to  the  other  House, 
id  he  found  it  exactly  to  correspond,  with  the  ex- 
rption  of  one  word.  He  now  begged  that  the 
tark  might  be  suffered  to  read  the  document. 
The  Secretary  read  it  accordingly. 
It  purported  to  be  a  memorial,  drawn  up  by  a 
anmittee  of  which  Mr.  Webster  was  a  member, 
he  memorial  expressed  the  opinion  that  Congress 
id  the  power  to  prohibit  the  slave  trade  between 
estates. 

Mr.  PRESTON  remembered  well,  some  years 
{O,  such  sentiments  as  were  there  expressed  being 
tributed  to  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Mas- 
chusetrs,  now  no  longer  a  Senator  from  that  State. 
Aether  properly  attributed,  he  had  nothing  more 
rely  upon  than  the  common  rumor  of  the  news- 
ipers  of  the  country.    But  more  recently  he  had 
sen  present  when  declarations  were  made  by  the 
mtieman  alluded  to,  which  had  his  hearty  apprc- 
ition.    On  that  occasion  he  did  not  stop  to  inquire 
bat  might  have  been  the  opinions  of  that  distin- 
tished  gentleman  ou  a  former  occasion;  it  was 
ifficient  for  him  that  they  were  now  thus  and  thus, 
id  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  then  to  hear  that 
ose  opinions  were  to  be  publicly  pronounced, 
bey  were  so  pronounced  at  Alexandria,  again  in 
irginia,  and  again  in  Vermont.    Those  declare- 
>ns  were  deliberately  made,  as  he  (Mr.  Preston) 
tppened  to  know,  and  with  a  fall  sense  of  the 
lemniiy  of  the  declaration  and  the  pledge,  made 
r  the  first  time  in  the  presence  of  a  Southern 
mmunity;  and  he,  (Mr.  Preston,)  as  a  Southern 
an,  should  have  considered  himself  recreant  to  his 
ity  if  he  had  not  hailed,  with  his  utmost  approba- 
►n,  declarations  from  so  high  a  quarter,  of  the 
rrect  policy  of  this  country  affecting  the  interests 
the  South.    He  (Mr.  Peeston)  was  not  in  a 
aition  to  regret  to  see  htm  come  over  to  Southern 
Inciples  and  Southern  interests,  and  he  heartily 
joiced  to  hear  so  powerful  a  voice  advocae  ths 
st  and  dearest  interests  of  their  country.  .  If  this 
sre  a  change  of  opinion    in   the  distinguished 
nator  from  Massachusetts,  it  struck  him  (Mr. 
LZ8T0Y)  as  evidence  of  a  change  of  opinion  in 
t  Northern  country  in  favor  of  the  South,  and 
ground  to  hope  for  future  changes,  for,  for  a 
ig  time  past,  most  unconstitutional  doctrines  had 
en  held  in  the  North  which  bad  a  tendency  to  be 
jU  to  the  United  States,  but  were  especially  dele- 
ion*,  to  the  interests  of  the  South,  which  he  re- 
ssented;  and  therefore  he  hailed,  enthusiastically 
iled  the  declaration  of  these  opinions  with  de- 
bt   He  thought  it  was  a  most  auspicious  event, 
d  he  was  glad  that  he  was  there  present  to  bring 
iboot.    It  may  have  been  a  change;  he  had  not 
paired  whether  it  were  so  or  not,  but  he  had 
irked   a   progressing    change  of    late  years. 
lay,  ten  years  ago  gentlemen  from  the  South 
tfe   willing   to  get  up  and   more   the   abo- 
on  of  slavery   in   the  District,  of   Columbia; 
d   gentlemen  south  of  the  Potomac,  who,  he 
ew,  were  prepared  to  move  then  in  the  District 
Columbia,  would  now  shrink  from  it  as  danger- 
b  and  abhorrent  to  them.    Changes  were  going 
at  which  he  rejoiced.    He  especially  rejoiced  to 
ar  the  declarations  made  at  Alexandria  by  such 
MB;  be  was  also  rejoiced  that  the  pledge  to  pro- 
um  the  opinions  then  expressed  elsewhere^  had 
an  redeemed.    He  then  read  an  extract  from 
r.  Webster's  Richmond  speech,  to  show  the 
inions  which  that  gentleman  now  entertained, 
diie  added  that  he  felt  confident  the  rights  and 
i  of  the  South  might  be  safely  entrusted  to 


Mr.  GUTHBERT  said,  after  what  had  been 
Id  it  would  be  difficult  to  force  him  into  a  dis- 
saaon.  There  was  nothing  which  had  been  ut- 
red  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  which 
id  not  been  anticipated  by  him  in  his  remarks  to 
a  Senate  last  week.  The  essence  of  those  re- 
nin* was  perfectly  where  it  was;  the  remarks 
ere  general  in  their  nature;  the  expressions  were 
rong  and  absolute  expressions  of  a  specific  doc- 
me;  and  not  only  was  it  true  that  such  specific 
Marines  were  maintained,  but. it  was  also  true  that 
ey  were  maintained  on  the  sanction  and  jtaUwi- 


tyof  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  Now,  if 
that  Senator  had  infused  a  virus  into  the  political 
veins,  it  should  be  followed  by  the  antidote  of  his 
great  and  high  authority.  But  what  authority 
that  man  ought  to  be  entitled  to,  who  de- 
clared that  the  clause  of  the  Constitution 
giving  power  to  regulate  trade  might  be  used 
for  the  prohibition  of  trade,  he  (Mr.  Cuthbert) 
could  not  understand.  What  would  be  said 
by  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts  if  Congress,  under 
the  authority  to  regulate  trade,  should  prevent  them 
carrying  their  manufactures  to  North  Carolina,  or 
to  Virginia,  or  Georgia?  Why,  it  would  meet 
with  their  strongest  expressions  of  pity.  Well, 
then,  if  the  opinions  of  this  same  "eminent  jurist, 
this  great  constitutional  lawyer,"  had  been  express- 
ed so  absurdly,  what  was  to  be  thought  ot  either 
his  head  or  his  heart?  If  the  defect  were  in  his 
head,  what  became  of  all  those  great  eulogies 
which  tbey  had  had  of  him,  and  of  all  that  lavish- 
ment  of  praise  which  they  had  heard  in  the  course 
of  the  last  week?  If  in  his  heart— .were  they  feel- 
ings of  which  the  people  whom  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  represented,  could  approve?  But 
let  him  show  the  Senate  the  danger  of  trusting  in 
general  declarations.  At  the  time  of  this  debate, 
in  1837,  he  thought  the  Senator  from  South  Caroli- 
na would  not  say  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
had  made  any  expression  of  that  change  of  opinion 
which  had  since  been  made,  yet  at  that  time  he  ut- 
tered geoeral  expressions  in  relation  to  the  power 
of  Congress  to  act  on  the  States,  as  strong  as  the 
English  language  could  afford.  At  that  time,  as 
reported  in  Gales  and  Beaton's  Register  of  Debates— 
"Mr.  Webstbr  said  he  could  not  perceive  the 
cause  of  that  warmth  which  had  been  exhibited  by 
the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rives,]  while  he 
was  so  strenuously  exhorting  other  gentlemen  to 
keep  cool.  That  Senator  could  not  express  more 
strongly  the  want  of  power  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States  than 
Mr.  W.  had  often  and  always  done.  The 
Senator  had  said,  however,  that  those  only  were 
interested  in  this  subject  who  were  suffering  in 
the  immediate  presence  of  the  evil.  This  Mr.  W. 
could  not  but  consider  as  a  great  mistake.  Mr. 
W.  though  living  in  a  Northern  State,  and  a 
State  non-slaveholding,  felt  that  evil  loo,  from 
the  train  of  consequences  which  it  inevitably  drew 
after  it.  He  had  as  deep  an  interest  in  the  peacs 
and  the  preservation  of  the  Union  as  the  Senator 
from  Virginia." 

When  he  rose  it  was  simply  with  the  intention 
of  laying  the  document  before  the  Senate  which 
had  been  read,  and  he  had  no  desire  to  prolong  the 
discussion  respecting  the  opinions  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts:  all  personal  intercourse  be- 
tween him  and  that  gentleman  bad  ceased  for 
years,  as  was  known  to  many;  for  the  course  of 
that  gentleman,  it  was  clear  to  bis  mind,  was  hos- 
tile to  the  interests  of  the  South.  His  [Mr.  Web- 
ster's] great  ability  no  one  would  dispute,  but  his 
great  ability  gave  him  a  more  fatal  power  to  work 
mischief.  Great  talents  were  gived  from  on  high 
to  be  applied  to  the  good  of  mankind.  Intellect ! 
what  is  it  unless  connected  with  moral  qualities? 
What  is  it  without  sympathy  with  mankind,  with- 
out magnanimity,  without  a  deep  sense  of  what  is 
due  to  the  people?  He  is  a  mere  monster  of  in- 
tellect who  does  not  join  to  it  moral  qualities. 
Whenc«,then,  did  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  derive 
his  topics  of  praise?  Perhaps,  however,  this  was 
to  cease. 

Mr.  CLAY  hoped  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
would  go  on  if  he  bad  anything  to  say  respecting 
him,  (Mr.  Clay.) 

Mr.  CUTHBERT,  Well,  men,  with  respect  to 
that  Senator,  it  was  well  known  that  more  than  one 
great  crisis  had  taken  place  in  this  country.  The 
first  great  crisis  was  the  war  with  Great  Britain; 
the  next  was  when  the  whole  country  was  agitated 
on  the  subject  of  the  tariff.  On  the  first  was  there 
any  unity  of  action  between  the  two  Senators)  [Mr. 
Cut  and  Mr.  Webster.]  And  on  the  second, 
when  it  was  compromise  or  civil  war,  were  they 
not  equally  opposed?  Then  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts sterol y  contended  for  no  compromise. 
Good  God!  at  this  crisis  of  my  country  thou  didst 
cany  her  through,  and  I  returned  thee  my  humble 


thanks.  The  third  great  crisis  was  this  matter  of 
Abolition.  Look  at  the  document  presented  this 
day  and  its  reproduction  by  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  and  at  the  whole  course  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  which  he  had  pur- 
sued ia  this  Hall.  As  he  bad  before  said,  God 
had  given  to  certain  individuals  great  talents,  but 
for  them  he  would  demand  an  account  hereafter. 
Oh,  then,  my  God!  how  happy  would  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  have  been  if  he  had  known 
how  to  improve  them!  He  should  have  had  firm- 
ness enough  to  have  said,  Oh,  my  countrymen  you 
have  been  misled!  Oh,  my  countrymen,  if  you 
ever  reposed  confidence  in  my  judgment  and  my 
counsel,  abstain  from  this  fatal  course! 

Mr.  CLAY  regretted  extremely  to  have  been 
called  out  in  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been  by 
the  Senator  who  had  just  resumed  bis  seat  He 
thought  with  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  that  this 
debate  was  wholly  irregular;  nor  was  there  any 
necessity  to  create  an  occasion  for  that  exhibition  of 
proof  which  had  been  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  for  in  a  few  days  the  nomination  of  the 
late  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  to  a  high  office, 
would  be  before  the  Senate,  and  then  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  might  have  presented  them  to  the 
Senate.  But  since  there  had  been  an  indulgence 
granted  by  the  presiding  officer  to  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  and  as  he  bad  thought  proper  to  allude  to 
certain  differences  of  opinion  between  the  late 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  and  himself,  (Mr. 
Clat)  he  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  Sena'e  while 
he  made  a  few  observations  in  reply.  No  error 
could  be  greater  than  to  judge  of  human  nature  by 
a  single  qaal  ity,  or  a  single  opinion.  If  there  must 
be  a  coincidence  of  opinion,  both  abstract  and 
practical,  between  any  two  men  before  they  were 
brought  together — 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  made  some  observation  which 
was  not  distinctly  heard. 
Mr.  CLAY.    I  will  not  be  interrupted. 
Mr.  CUTHBERT  again  attempted  to  be  heard. 
Mr.  CLAY  continued,  with  some  warmth.    I 
will  not,  I  cannot,  be  interrupted.    I  will  not  per- 
mit an  interruption.    The  practice  is  much  too 
common;  it  is  not  parliamentary;  it  is  too  much 
tolerated  in  another  place  in  this  Capitol,  and  I 
trust  it  will  not  be  continued  here.    He  then  re- 
sumed his  remarks,  and  observed  that  no  error 
could  be  greater  than  to  select  a  single  opinion  of 
any  being,' whereby  to  judge  of  bis  whole  charac- 
ter or  of  his  fitness  for  office.    But  what  was  the 
accusation  brought  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia? 
Why,  there  was  a  provision  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  Uaited  States,  that  Congress  shall  have  power 
te  regulate  commerce  with  foreign   nations  and 
among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes.    There  was  another,  which  provided  that 
there  should  be  ao  prohibition  of  the  importation 
of  certain  persons  therein  described,  prior  to  1808. 
It  appeared  that  both  had  remained  to  this  day 
unacted  upon,  except  that  relating  to  the  foreign 
slave  trade.    Now,  a  reference  was  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  to  the  opinions  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  in  connection  with  these  pro- 
visions.    That  which  gives   power   to    regulate 
commerce  was  one  about  'which  there  was  a  great 
diversity  of  opinion.    His  (Mr.  Clay's)  opinion 
was,  and  he  had  recently  taken  occasion  to  express 
i%  that  the  power  to  regulate  did  not  imply  prohi- 
buion,  but  the  removal  of  obstacles.    But  suppose 
it  was  a  case  perfectly  clear,  in  which  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  was  wrong,  was  he  to  be 
judged  by  a  single  error  Of  opinion?    With  whom, 
at  this  moment,  wa*  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
acting?     The  distinguished  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun.]    Did,  then,  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  hold  t»  the  doctrine  of  nullification? 
Mr.  CUTHBERT.    No. 
Mr.  CLAY.    Did  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina and  the  Senator  from  Georgia  concur  on  all 
point*?    He  a*ked  the  pardon  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  for  thus  referring  to  him;  it  was  . 
with  no  desire  to  be  pergonal,  but  for  the  sake  of 
illustration.    He  again  asked  if  those  two  Senators 
agreed  on  all  points,  whether  of  policy  or  practice? 
No:  they  were  to  take  human  character  by  die 
tout  ensemble,  by  its  whole  extent,  and  not  by  a  sin- 
gle feature.    Now,  to  pursue  this  idea:  the  honors- 
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ble  8enator  from  Georgia  reminded  him  that  on 
three  great  occasions,  according  to  his  [Mr.  Cutb* 
Bsar'a]  opinion,  which  have  occurred  in  tbe  history 
of  ihis  country,  tbe  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
and  himself  (Mr.  Cliy)  have  differed.  Weil, 
what  were  they?  The  first  was  the  laie  war  with 
Great  Biiiain,  and- it  was  very  true  that  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  then  differed  from  him,  (Mr. 
Clay.)  He  thought  that  Senator  was  then  wrong; 
he  (Mr.  Clay)  thought  the  interest,  the  honor,  and 
the  character  of  the  country  demanded  that  war. 
The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  thought  other- 
wise; and  the  Senator  from  Geoigia  [Mr.  Cuth- 
asar]  was  with  htm,  (Mr.  Clay.)  But  he  would 
tell  them  there  was  another  war,  infinitely  more, 
disastrous  to  the  country;  and  in  that  war  where 
stood  the  Senator  from  Qetrgia  and  his  gallant 
friend  from  Mas<achuseits7  He  alluded  to  that 
domestic  war,  which  from  toe  inmost  recesses  of 
his  soul  he  abhorred,  which  was  commenced  under 
the  command  of  Andrew  Jackson,  against  the 
liberties  of  this  country.  Where  stood  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  then?  Why,  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia fought  against  him  (Mr.  Clay)  and  his  friends 
until  the  country  stood  redeemed  from  the  dangers 
with  which  it  was  threatened.  And  where  was 
his  friend  from  Massachusetts?  Why,  in  the 
midst  of  thu  fight,  battling  for.  the  liberties  of  the 
people  until  the  conquest  was  achieved.  Well, 
was  he  to  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Georgia  be- 
cause that  Senator  agreed  with  him  respecting 
the  British  war,  ra'her  than  with  the  8enator  from 
Massachusetts,  who  disagreed  with  him  (Mr. 
Clay)  about  that  foreign  war,  but  was  with  him 
in  relation  to  the  domestic  contest  of  the  last 
twelve  years? 

But,  again,  they  were  reminded  of  Jhe  case  of 
the  compromise,  and  they  were  told  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts  was  willing  to  leave  the 
country  to  tbe  possibility  of  a  civil  war.  But  did 
that  Senator  stand  alooe  on  that  occasion?  Where 
were  the  Senators  from  Missouri  and  New  York? 
[Messrs.  Benton  and  Wright.]  Why,  they  dif- 
fered as  much  from  him  (Mr.  Clay)  about  tbe 
adoption  of  the  compromise  as  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  ever  did.  Did  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  find  it  difficult  then  to  co-operate  with  the 
Senators  from  Missouri  and  New  York?  No;  be 
was  heart  and  glove— he  was  heart  and  band  with 
them  in  all  their  measures.  Well,  the  third  crisis 
in  which  the  Senator  from  Georgia  said  he  (Mr. 
Clay)  and  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  differed 
waa  about  Abolition.  He  could  only  repeat  here 
what  he  bad  before  declared,  as  far  as  he  knew 
and  believed,  that  the  opinions  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  were  just  as  much  adverse  to  Aboli- 
tion as  the  opinions  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
himself  were  adverse  to  Abolition.  That  there 
were  dangers  impending  over  this  Republic,  and 
would  continue  over  it,  they  mnst  disregard  all  the 
lessons  of  experience  and  of  history  if  they  did  not 
believe.  Bur  let  him  tell  them  what  was  the  great- 
est danger  which  threatened  this  country  in  refer- 
ence to  the  delicate  subject  to  which  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  had  referred.  It  was  in  ulraism. 
It  was  in  the  ultraism  of  the  South  on  the  one 
hand — of  a  &  mall  portion  of  the  South  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  ultraism  of  Abolition  on  the  other 
The  course  of  safety  lay  in  a  moderate,  firm,  reso- 
.  lute  determination  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the 
South— the  jnst,  constitutional  rights  of  the  South, 
in  their  fullest  extent,  against  all  attacks,  not  being 
led  off  into  an  extreme  by  attacks  on  ibeonc  hand, 
or  frightened  into  extremes  on  the  other.*  He  had 
been  led  off  on  this  Bobjeci  farther  than  he  had  in- 
tended to  have  gone,  or  he  might  have  referred  to 
another  coincidence  of  opinion  of  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  and  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and 
a  difference  of  those  Senators  from  him,  (Mr.  Clay.) 
He  might  be  mistaken,  but  he  believed  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  was  a  member  of  the  other  House  in 
1624,  at  the  passage  of  the  tariff  act;  and  where 
stood  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  then?  Acting 
by  tbe  side  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  if  he  were 
there,  and  by  the  side  of  that  Senator's  friends,  if 
he  were  absent,  and  opposed  to  him,  (Mr.  Clay  ) 
Why,  during  the  long  course  of  thirteen  years  he 
had  agreed  with  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
and  differed  with  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts; 


during  the  same  period  he  had  also  agreed  with  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  and  differed  with  the  Sena, 
lor  from  Georgia;  and  if  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
would  undertake  to  calculate  all  the  coincidences 
of  opinion  and  the  differences  in  that  period,  he 
would  work  out  a  far  more  difficult  problem  than 
a  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Clay's)  in  the  other  House 
had  undertaken,  in  an  attempt  to  prove  that  Ver- 
mont, and  not  Kentucky,  was  entitled  to  the  honor 
of  "the  Banner  S'aie." 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  thought  it  hardly  necessary 
to  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Kentacky,  or  he 
should  be  drawn  to  give  importance  to  that  which 
was  not  entitled  to  so  much  consideration.  The 
honorable  Senator's  subsequent  remarks  were  in- 
audible at  the  Reporter's  desk,  but  he  was  under- 
stood to  characterize  something  as  "audacious." 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  and  said:  I  wish  to  know  if  the 
Senator  applies  to  me?  If  he  does,  I  will  call  him 
to  order. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  continued.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  was  himself  in  the  habit  of  using  very 
provoking  language  to  others.  Now  let  them  con- 
sult nothing  but  the  public  good,  instead  of  con- 
sulting nothing  but  the  excitement  of  factions;  and 
when  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  learned  proper 
courtesies  towards  bis  opponents,  he  should  meet 
with  nothing  but  courtesy  from  him,  (Mr.  Cora- 
bert,)  and  not  till  then. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  Cuthbbrt 
and  Mr.  Rivas, 

Mr.  WALKER  spoke  at  some  length,  being 
drawn  into  the  debate  by  the  allusions  of  honorable 
Senators  to  the  Mississippi  case  then  pending  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  into  the  merits  of  which  be  entered 
with  some  minuteness. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Messrs.  PRES- 
TON, CLAY.  CUTHBERT,  and  BUCHANAN, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  appealed  to  the  Senate  whether 
they  would  not  take  up  the  appropriation  bills 
which  were  ready  to  be  passed;  for  that  purpose  he 
would  suggest  that  the  Senate  should  take  a  recess, 
and  meet  again  at  5  o'clock. 

This  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  then  adjourn- 
ed until  5  o'clock. 


TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

SPEECH  OF  MR?  VANDERPOEL, 

OP  NEW  YORK, 
Jh  the  House  of  Representatives,  Monday,  February  1, 
1841.— In  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Trea- 
sury note  bill. 

Mr.  YANDERPOEL  said,  he  did  not  propose 
to  take  a  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  bill  under 
consideration  from  any  apprehension  that  it  would 
not  pass.  He  was  very  sure,  if  the  time  should 
ever  come  when  we  could  get  a  vote  upon  if,  it 
would  pass,  and  that,  too,  by  a  most  decided  majo- 
rity. At  the  (a  me  time,  it  seemed  to  be  regarded 
by  one  side  of  the  House  as  furnishing  a  fit  occa- 
sion for  keeping  up  a  constant  fire  upon  an  out- 
going Administration.  His  connection  with  tbe 
committee  that  reported  the  bill,  and  not  a  disposi- 
tion to  indict  a  long  speech  on  thu  committee,  tempt- 
ed him  to  invoke  enough  of  its  time  and  attention 
to  enable  him  to  answer  a  few  of  what  he  deemed 
the  unfounded  statements  and  wild  speculations  of 
some  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  already  addressed 
the  committee. 

Complaints  loud  and  deep  bad  been  uttered 
against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  because  he 
bad  not  given  seasonable  and  mere  explicit  warn- 
ing in  his  anoual  reports  of  his  intention  to  apply 
to  us  for  leave  to  i*sue  Treasury  notes.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  [Mr.  Evans  J  had  more  than  in- 
sinuated that  these  annual  reports  had  usoally  pre- 
sented a  most  fair  and  flattering  state  of  things,  since 
a  resort  to  Treasury  notes  for  relief  had  been 
fashionable,  because  they  were  printed  by  thousands, 
cuUied  through  the  whole  of  this  extended  coun- 
try, and  read  by  every  inquiring  citizen;  and  that, 
after  the  session  was  well  advanced,  and  not  till 
then,  would  the  Secretary  intimate  the  probability 
of  his  requiring  relief.  Thh  was  net  only  im- 
peaching the  action,  but  the  motive?,  if  not  the  ve- 
racity, of  tbe  Secretary;  and  Mr.  Y.  thought  that 
conuaonjosuc^  required  that  gentlemen  should  be 


well  convinced  that  each  allegations  were  incoa- 
trovertibly  founded  in  truth  before  they  venture! 
to  make  them.  He  had,  last  year,  when  a  similar' 
bill  was  under  consideration,  showed  the  injustice 
of  a  similar  charge,  by  reading  a  few  paragraphs, 
from  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  and  justice  to  that  faithful  officer  re- 
quired him  to  call  to  the  recollection  of  the  hono- 
rable member,  who  bad  now  accused  the  Secretary 
of  this  sort  of  disingenuousness,  a  few  passages  of 
the  Secretary's  annual  report. 

In  page  ten  of  the  document  to  which  be  had 
ju*t  leferred,  the  Secretary  uses  the  following  very 
explicit  langusge:  j 

"It  wfll  be  observed,  however,  that  though,  under  either  o!  ; 
(hew  arrangements,  enough  might  be  obtained  within  the  whole  \ 
of  1841,  for  the  object*  contemplated,  yet  not  *  da*  or  anal-  ' 
cleat  proportion  m  the  first  quartan,  because,  by  that  rime, 
alljthe  measures  are  not  likely  to  go  into  full  operation,  nor  mnefc 
of  the' anticipated  increase  to  happen  in  tbe  actual  receipt*  ot  I 
duties  under  existing  laws.    Unusually  heavy  expenses    will  I 
also  fall  on  that  quarter  i/i  tbe  next  year,    la  eddttMM  to  a  fall  | 
portion  of  most  of  the  current  expenses,  and  the  whole  of  tbe  I 
pension  payments  for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  ooarihU 
of  a  million  or  more  for  ail  the  annual  fishing  booadaa,  than 
will  be  imposed  on  it.  moet  of  the  charges  for  the  whole  yaw 
connected  with  the  sessioa  of  Congress  aod  private  bills,  as  wed 
aa  large  payments  for  taking  tbe  census,  and  for  the  first  av 
eteJmentof  the  debt  of  this  district;  serersiof  thorn  aeevJy 
eveu  as  the  first  day  of  January. 

"From  these  circumstances,  and  the  eoneideration  that  afl 
which  is  due  from  the  banks  may  not  be  tlien  paid,  nod  that  dm 
balance  in  the  Treasury,  under  the  policy  adopted  by  Coagiwa 
of  late  years  will,  of  necessity,  be  small,  while  the  floct 
and  inequAl  ities  are  very  great  between  the  receipt*  mod 
diturea  in  different  portions  of  the  year,  to  which  we  are 
sternly  exposed  from  causes  that  have,  on  former  orrasJW) 
been  explained  at  length,  it  must  be  obvious  that  entire  safe? 
requires  a  conditional  power  to  be  seasonably  cooJorred  on  fie 
Executive  to  obtain,  at  any  time  within  ISil.  eveft  ewhawawy 
means  aa  may  be  needed  for  a  few  months,  and  as  mar  be  sunV 
cient  to  enable  the  Treasury  punctually  to  discharge,  dnrjsg 
that  year,  all  tbe  liabilities  Imposed  by  Congnsa" 

Now  Mr.  V.  appealed  to  those  gentlemen  who 
had  been  so  ready  to  charge  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  a  want  of  candor,  whether  they  bad 
sustained  the  charge.  He  tells  you,  in  language 
as  explicit  as  be  could  veil  employ,  that  safety  re- 
quires a  conditional  power  to  be  not  only  conferred, 
but  uKa«maWfM  conferred  on  the  Executive,  to 
obtain  such  subsidiary  means  as  may  be  —«^— » 
to  enable  the  Treasury  punctually  to  discharge  afl 
the  liabilities  imposed  upon  it  by  Coogpress.  What 
more  emphatic  notification  do  you  require  of  ha 
apprehended  wants— of  the  necessity  of  your  at- 
ttmable  interposition  to  secure  the  means  ueoojaiy 
to  discharge  with  punctuality  and  fidelity  a) 
the  liabilities  of  the  Government]  Do  yon 
want  bim  to  "hit  the  bird  in  th*  ego,"  in  the 
of 


auggestion  of  a  remedy?  to  tell  you  ia  so 
many  words,  that  he  will  want  lYaumy 
notrsl  Nov  he  has  not  said  enough  to  sail  you; 
but  had  he  told  you  that  "  TYsevury  votes"  were  the 
proper  remedy,  he  would  have  said  eaurely  too 
much.  Then  would  we  nave  seen  gentlemen  brs> 
tie  up,  and  repel  with  most  terrific  indaguatioa, 
such  an  impudent  specimen  of  Executive  dictariea. 
Then  would  they  have  said,  and  with  much  pro- 
priety, too,  that  it  was  enough  for  the  Secretary  to 
tell  us  that  the  dueau  txitUd,  and  that  it  was  the 
sole  province  of  our  wisdom  to  determine  whar  was 
the  appropriate  remedy;  but  now,  it  suited  their  pur- 
pose to  say  that  the  mere  annondanon,  in.  plain 
language,  of  the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  waa  not 
enough;  that  the  Secretary  ought  to  have  gone  cue 
step  farther,  and  told  us  what  wu  the  suitable  n- 
■100%.  To  satisfy  gentlemen,  then,  seemed  to  he 
out  of  the  question.  If  the  Secretary  go  to  the 
very  verge  of  his  constitutional  duty,  he  does  not 
go  far  enough;  and  if  he  should  sep  one  inch  over 
it,  and  presume  to  entrench  upon  ear  high  pture- 
gativea,  then  is  he  guilty  of  impertinence  and  mar* 
pation,  highly  derogatory  to  our  rights  and  dignity. 
It  had  been  said  that  the  friends  of  the  outgoing 
Administration  seemed  actuated  by  a  ni| 
spirit  in  regard  to  the  amount  of 
support  which  they  proposed  to  measure 
their  successors.  He  was  aura  our  adversaries  did 
us  injustice,  in  entertaining  this  supposition. 
We  know  too  well  the  men  who  are  soon  to  be  ia 
the  ascendant;  how  hungry  they  are;  how  impa- 
tient for  the  spoils,  to  nave  it  in  our  hearts  to  waea- 
snre  out  to  them  a  stinted  allowance.  It  in  ear 
purpose,  before  we  deliver  the  assets  over  to  owMav* 
cessors,  to  fill  the  crib  reasonably  full;  but  wiaemfr 
any  reasonable  portion  of  liberality  would 
to  a^  it  fuUejwugh  to  satisfy  ail  the  ~ 
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Igry,  spoils-renouncing  patriots  who  intended  to 
pea  opon  public  bounty,  must  be  a  mauer  of 
got  to  all,  who  see  how  extravagant  are  the 
bet,  and  how  numerous  the  army  which  is  rash- 
I  to  the  manger.    At  the  same  time  that  we 
paid  be  willing  to  make  the  incoming  Adminis- 
ttion  a  liberal  allowance  for  its  sustenance  and 
ipport,  it  should  not  be  done  with  snch  liberality 
>  would  be  apt  to  conduce  to  extravagance  and 
ivdlgality.    when  young  men  come  into  the  poa- 
tnioo  of  their  estates,  it  were  always  well  for 
cm  to  be  at  first  restricted  in  their  power  tocpend 
id  squander.    The  fact  of  bavin?,  all  at  once, 
»  ranch  money  under  their  control,  oftentimes 
ids  thtm  into  extravagances  and  vices,  from 
Web  a  more  judicious  and  restricted  allowance 
maid  save  them.    Mnch  additional  weight  to  the 
antral  force  of  this  latter  consideration  was  added 
f  the  fact,  that  the  past  habits  and  well  known 
rtnciples  of  those  who  were  soon  to  assume  the 
tarinistration  of  the  Government,  afforded  no  very 
ttisfactory  pledge  that  public  economy  stood  very 
igh  in  their  catalogue  of  virtues,    la  not  this  avi- 
so! from  the  burden  of  the  song  of  the  cbam- 
ieas  of   the  jiew   Administration,   who   have 
Idressed  the    committee;    from    the    vigorous 
Bd   most  unnatural  effort   they  have  made  to 
rove,  in  the  very  teeth  of  all  authentic  evidence, 
tat   there  is   already   a  public  debt  of  many 
lillioas  of  dollars,  for  which  immediate  and  per- 
lanent  provision  should  be  made?    To  prove  this 
seated  to  be  the  primary  object  of  the  three  gentle* 
ten  Neckare  of  the  House,  [Messrs.  Babwaad, 
sll  and  jSvaks]    But  what  was  quite  amusing 
•  him  was,  to  behold  in  these  honorable  members 
ion  a  complete,  harmony  of  purpose— such  an 
ientity  of  object,  and  at  the  same  time,  such  a 
riking  discrepancy  in  the  mode  and  means  of  at- 
oning their  end.    His  honorable  colleague,  [Mr. 
award]  who  seemed  rather  bolder  in  figures  and 
dentations  than  either  of  his  distinguished  coadju- 
tra,  had  cyphered  up,  to  his  own  entire  apparent 
Refaction,  a  debt  of  forty  millions  of  dollars ! 
he  other  two  gentlemen  had  been  a  little  more 
Lodest,  but  tee  roads  they  travelled,  to  reach  the 
>ject  for  which  they  started,  were  as  dissimilar  as 
ere  generally  the  ways  of  travellers  who,  in  the 
ilness  of  their  own  self  sufficiency,  chose  to  repu- 
ate  the  guides  and  landmarks  which  controlled 
i6  direction  of  the  more  wise  and  docile.    Before 
e  three  gentlemen  started  upon  their  common 
>yage     to    discover    and    fish   for  a   public 
rbt,    it     would    have     been    well     for    them 
have    compared    notes    and    brief*,    agieed 
xm   the    regions,    they   should    traverse,   and 
e  direction  they  would  pursue  to  reach  a  corn- 
on  destination.    Then,  perhaps,  would  not  faith 
the  existence  of  the  object  of  discovery  have 
ten  weakened,  as  it  had  been  on  this  occasion,  by 
scordant  accounts  of  its  nature  and  character  on 
e  part  of  the  learned  navigators  who  professed 
have  found  it.    He  would,  in  another  part  of 
9  remarks,  present  in  a  more  striking  manner 
an  it  waa  in  order  here  to  do,  the  differences  of 
e  three  honorable  gentlemen,  who  had  striven  so 
rd  on  this  occasion.'  From  their  strained  and  most 
mat  oral  effort  to  invalidate  the  testimony  of  the 
cal  officer  of  your  Government,  whose  duty  it 
is  to  know  whether  the  nation  was  or  was  not 
arged  with  a   heavy  debt,  he  had  sometimes 
raght  that  they  might  feel  a  joy  at  the  discovery 
a  debt,  proportioned  to  the  benefits  to  which 
ty  supposed  it  might  lead.    If  so,  it  was  not 
rprising,  if  they  felt  an  anxiety  to  demonstrate 
:  existence,  corresponding  with  their  high  esti- 
ate  of  its  utility. 

Mr.  V.  said  he  was  rare  that  at  least  two 
the  gentlemen  who  bad  preceded  him  in 
is  debate,  [Messrs.  Barnard  and  Evans] 
are  the  advocates  of  a  National  Bank,  a 
gh  protective  tariff,  and  of  a  transfer  to  the 
ates  of  that  portion  of  our  revenue  wbich  exists 
our  rich  public  domain;  and  it  would  be  in  ae- 
rdance  with  a  most  familiar  law  of  our  nature,  if 
•on  very  slight,  and  to  unprejudiced  minds,  unsa- 
factory  evidence,  they  should  be  ready  to  adopt 
s  conclusion,  that  the  nation  was  already  stag- 
ring  under  a  heavy  debt.  It  would  be  according 
the  principle,  that  oar  convictions  axe  too  apt  to 


run  with  our  wishes.  The  honorable  members 
well  know,  if  they  know  any  thing,  that  they  might 
create  as  many  .National  Bank  cbarteis  as  they 
pleased,  and  they  could  never  get  the  stock  taken 
up  without  the  aid  of  a  national  debt;  that  Con- 
gress most  not  only  create  the  mould,  the  charter 
for  a  bank,  but  must  also  furnish  tbe  means,  the 
metal  or  liquid  wherewith  to  fill  it  A  bank,  with 
a  capital  of  between  fifty  and  seventy-five  millions 
of  dollars,  seemed  now  to  be  deemed  indispensable 
by  the  bank-adoring  party,  to  which  the  rein*  of 
Government  were  soon  to  be  committed.  In  the 
absence  of  a  public  debt  and  Government  stock, 
where  are  you  going  to  get  the  means  of  filling  it  up? 
There  is  not  enough  of  surplus  and  unemployed  capi- 
tal in  this  country,  for  so  gigantic  a  purpose;  and 
foreign  capitalists  have  had  too  recent  expe- 
rience of  the  sad  effects  of  their  connection 
with  "a  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  to  be  willing 
again  to  commit  their  fortunes  to  its  care  and 
keeping.  Oar  repeated  suspensions  and  revul- 
sions were  not  very  well  calculated  to  inspire  con- 
fidence on  tbe  part  of  foreign  capitalists  in  Ameri- 
can investments.  Can  it  be  believed  that  they 
will  invest  in  the  stock  of  a  Bank  to  be  managed 
by  a  few  individuals,'  over  whom  they  have  no  di- 
rect control,  and  who  may  be  entire  strangers  to 
them,  when  they  can  purchase  your  good  six  per 
cent.  Slate  stocks  at  a  handsome  discount?  When 
all  this  was  so  palpable  to  the  most  superficial  ob- 
server, it  would  not  be  wonderful  if  tbe  National 
Bank  portion  of  this  House  should  look  upon  a 
permanent  national  debt  with  sentiments  of  favor, 
knowing,  as  they  did,  that  their  pet  Mammoth 
Regulator  could  have  no  other  reliable  nursing 
mother. 

But,  sir,  there  are  other  objects  near  and  dear  to 
the  hearts  of  the  party  which  is  soon  to  be  in  the 
ascendant,  to  the  attainment  of  which,  the  imme- 
diate, actual,  or  seeming  existence  of  a  na- 
tional debt  was  indispensable.  The  decree 
has  already  gone  fortb,  from  a  quarter  wbieh 
we  are  bound  to  regard  as  more  than  semi- 
official, that  an  extra  .session  of  Congress  must 
be  called.  This  cannot  be  done,  with  any  thing 
like  grace,  without  tbe  necessity  of  providing  for 
some  pressing  financial  emergency.  The  danger  of 
war  not  being  imminent  enough  to  justify  a  call  of 
Congress,  some  other  pretence  must  be  fabricated; 
and  what  is  so  easy  as  to  question  the  ability  of  so 
cumbrous  a  machine  as  the  Treasury  Department 
of  this  Government  to  meet  its  engagements?  Col- 
lecting and  disbursing  between  twenty  and  thirty 
millions  of  dollars  per  year,  with  so'  many  objects 
of  expenditure,  which  the  imagination  of  nltra 
bankites,  tariffites,  and  distributionists,  can  increase 
and  increase,  in  proportion  to  their  extravagant  es- 
timate of  the  requirements  of  "tils  public  good  and 
general  welfare?  it  would  not  be  extraordinary  if 
the  Heated  fancy  of  gentlemen,  so  eager  to  con* 
vince  themselves  and  others  that  all  is  not  well, 
should  discover,  to  their  own  entire  satisfaction, 
that  this  machine  is  out  of  gear.  The  three  erudite 
and  astute  financiers  who  have  filed  their  articles  of 
^impeachment"  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, no  doubt  imagine  that  they  have  de- 
monstrated this  fact,  and  thus  created  a  fair 
pretext  for  an  extra  session.  He,  Mr.  V.  had 
already  lived  long  enough  to  know,  that  when- 
ever a  party  movement  was  resolved  upon,  it  never 
failed  for  want  of  a  pretext  There  was  much  of 
point  and  wisdom  in  the  familiar  saying,  that  the 
man  "who  wanted  to  kill  a  rabid  animal  could  al- 
ways find  a  stick."  So  the  politicians  who  wanted  an 
extra  session  for  the  purpose  of  hurrying  on  mea- 
sares  which  they  feared  would  lose  ground  in  the 
public  mind  from  postponement  and  discussion, 
would  surely  not  fail  of  their  purpose  for  want  of 
a  reason;  and  it  would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  that 
reason  was  not  the  alleged  result  of  the  folly  or 
wickedness  of  the  past  Administration—an  inability 
to  keep  the  wheels  of  Government  in.  motion 
throngh  the  year  because  of  financial  embarrass- 
ments. Your  pretext  for  an  extra  session  is  an  im- 
poverished Treasury,  which  will  render  it  difficult 
to  get  through  the  year  without  additional  aid. 
This,  said  Mr.  V.  was  ih*  pretended,  but  was  not 
the  frwf  moving  cause  of  an  extra  session  of  Con 
great.     The  party  so  lately]  victorious  were  too 


impatient  to  wait  the  natural  course  of  time  for 
the  execution  of  those  measures  (of  abominations, 
as  he  believed,)  which  they  intended  to  fasten  upon 
the  country.  The  Independent  Treasury  law  must 
be  instantly  repealed,  because,  it  you  give  it  ano- 
ther year *s  chance,  fairly  to  try  its  operation,  all 
your  predictions  as  to  its  disastrous  effects  will  be 
falsified;  the  public  lands  must  be  divided  among 
the  States  to  advance  the  interests  of  speculators  in 
State  stocks,  credit-system  bankrupts,  and  Eastern 
manufacturers,  British  capitalists,  and  some  other 
favored  association?,  always  excepting  the  people 
at  large— the  working,  unaspiring,  quiet,  tax  pay- 
ing portion  of  tbe  community;  outfits  must  be  pro-* 
vided  for  new  missions  abroad,  or  for  new  minis- 
ters to  be  appointed  instead  of  old  and  recalled 
one:*,  as  a  reward  for  partisan  service,  and  as  a 
pledge  of  the  sincerity  of  yourselves  and  your  chief 
in  fulminating  snch  repeated  denunciations  against 
the  odious  "spoils  tystem,"  and  last,  though  net 
least,  a  buee  National  Bank  must  be  chartered 
to  complete  the  subjection  of  the  freeborn  people 
of  this  country  to  the  money  power  of  England 
and  America.  These  are  the  choice  blessings,  the 
"measures  of  relief,"  you  now  contemplate,  and 
wbich  you  are  too  eager  to  tosher  into  being,  to  be 
willing  to  defer  their  consummation,  until  the  peri- 
odical meeting  of  the  National  Legislature.  A 
special  session  of  Congress  must  be  convened  with 
8  view  to  these  gigantic  measures.  Why  not  deal 
candidly  with  us,  and  tell  us  that  these  constitute 
the  necessity  for  yonr  called  session?  Why,  still 
farther,  persist  in  your  •  non-committal  and  hypo- 
critical game — professing  one  motive,  and  actuated 
by  another;  professing  one  object,  and  actually 
aiming  at  another?  Why  preach  to  us  volumes 
about  tbe  condition  of  the  Treasury  for  tbe  coming 
year,  when  the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  real  or 
imaginary,  constitute  the  least  of  all  your  anx- 
ieties; when  your  true  object  is,  te  hurry 
throngh  measures  which  you  had  not  the  manliness 
to  avow  d  urine-  the  canvass  which  preceded  your 
triumph.  Mr.  V.  said  that,  were  be  nothing  but  a 
partisan,  and  had  nothing  but  the  good  of  party  in 
view,  he  would  not  deplore  an  extra  session,  called, 
as  it  would  be,  if  called  at  all,  for  the  purposes 
which  he  had  already  indicated.  Let  the  trium- 
phant party  meet  here  daring  the  scorching  months 
of  June  or  Jaly,  before  the  exacerbation  of  feelings 
consequent  apon  recent  disappointment  had  sub- 
sided, and,  his  word  for  it,  very  few  weeks  would 
exhibit  it  in  a  light  which  its  very  few  disinterested 
friends  would  have  cause  to  deplore.  Distractions, 
divisions,  and  heartburnings  would  be  the  order  of 
the  day.  We  have  already  heard  the  rumbling 
echoes  which  precede  the  storm.  We  knew,  fall 
well  knew,  that  the  discordant,  heterogeneous  ma- 
terials of  which  this  party  was  composed,  fore- 
-  boded  a  certain,  if  not  a  speedy  dissolution.  We 
knew  that  the  strict  constructionist  of  the  South, 
and  the  extreme,  reckless  latitudinarian  of  the 
North,  could  not  long  labor  together  in  peace  in  the 
same  vineyard.  Toongh  opposite  elements  may 
have  coalesced  for  a  temporary  object,  we  knew 
that  the  Abolitieoist  of  the  North  and  the  slaveholder 
of  the  South  could  not  long  harmoniously  jog  on  to- 
gether in  the  same  pathway;  but  we  hardly  expected 
such  early  and  deceive  demonstrations  as  we  have 
already  beheld.  We  were  quite  confident  that 
once  in  possession  of  the  Government,  you  could 
no  longer  play  a  General  Mum — mere  log  cabin 
and  hard  cider— game;  that  then  you  would  be 
obliged,  not  only  to  show,  but  lo  practice  your  prin- 
ciples; that  stripped  of  your  coon-skin  covering 
your  jarring  and  incohesive  elements  would  stand 
out  in  their  original  and  most  portentous  naked- 
ness; and  that  soon,  very  soon  after  their  exposure 
to  a  cheated  and  a  humbugged  people,  it  would 
be  our  privilege,  upon  the  door  of  some  deserted 
log  cabin,  erected  peradventure  by  dandies  and 
bank  bought  satellite?,  to  inscribe  your  epitaph  in 
something  like  the  following  sentiments:  "  Here 
stands  a  memento  of  bank,  hard  cider,  Whigery  of 
1840.  Having  triumphed  by  concealing  its  princi- 
ples, it  expired  the  moment  necessity  led  to  their 
avowal."  Yes,  depend  upon  it,  gentlemen, 
yours  is  not  to  be  the  privilege  of  resting  upon  a  bed 
of  rosea,  extra  session,  or  no  extra  session.  Your 
troubles  aie  now  juet  commencing,  and  from 
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demonstrations  already  made,  as  well  as  from  iho 
very  elemental  principles  which  compose  you, 
it  is  manifest,  that  yoa  are  so  rotten  as  to  be 
scarcely  capable  of  preservation  till  inauguration 
day.  For  private  reasons,  be  (Mr.  V)  bad  de- 
clined, at  the  late  election,  being  a  candidate  again 
for  Congress,  He  was  sore  this  determination 
would,  at  least,  deprive  him  of  the  opportunity  of 
here  witnessing  many  amusing  incidents — many 
new  and  now  unexpected  somersets.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  had  already  given 
his  party  fair  warning,  (hat  if  they  attempted  to 
push  through  some  of  their  measures,  fidelity  to  which 
is  regarded  by  its  leading  members  as  the  criterion  of 
the  true  faith,  they  would  find  him  "kicking  against 
the  pricks."  Yes,  before  the  termination  of  this 
year  of  our  Lord,  1841,  the  huge  majority  which 
you  have  promised  yourselves  on  this  floor,  will 
manifest  too  much  congeniality  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  not  to  render  it  unavailing  for  the 
©rent  purposes  to  which  you  look  as  the  fr  Jits  of 
your  victory.  The  South  cannot  consent  to  fill  the 
vacuum  occasioned  by  the  abstraction  of  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  year  in  proceeds  of  public 
lands,  by  additional  duties,  to  that  extent  upon 
imports.  Your  party  rode  into  power  by 
false  and  deceptive  m«ans;  and,  ju&t  as  sure  as 
that  the  "wages  of  sin  is  death,"  so  sure  is  it  doom- 
ed to  a  speedy  dissolution.  Our  oft  repeated  alle- 
gation, that  General  Harrison  did  not  mas*  known 
his  opinion*  or  his  principles  during  the  great  can- 
vass that  preceded  his  election,  has  already  been 
more  than  verified  and  confirmed  by  his  friends  in 
the  debate  upon  the  bill.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Wisx]  undertakes  to  declare  the 
General*  opinions  upon  great  questions,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Jxnifkr]  takes 
issue  with  him,  and  hazards  the  conjecture 
that  they  will  prove  to  be  the  exact  reverse. 
Now,  when  the  General's  most  enlightened 
friends,  and  late  most  enthusiastic  supporters, 
are  constantly  contending  in  this  way,  are  we 
not  justified  in  what  we  have  a  thousand  times 
aaierted. 

Mr.  V.  said  it  was  time  that  be  entered  upon  a 
more  detailed  review  of  the  efforts  of  gentlemen  to 
prove  the  existence  of  a  huge  national  debt.  It 
seemed  to  be  the  design  of  his  colleague  [Mr.  Bar- 
nard] not  only  to  show  the  existence  of  a  balance, 
but  a  most  appalling  balance,  against  the  Treasury; 
and  that,  too,  against  the  positive  testimony  of  that 
fiscal  officer  *  nose  duty  it  was  to  know  the  truth 
on  the  subject.  If  multitudinous  statements  of 
"proftoofc"  amounts— if  formidable  arrays  of  figures 
rung  through  a  vast  variety  of  changes  according  to 
the  fancy,  instead  of  the  factt  of  gentlemen— if  a 
pretty  free  scope  to  the  imagination  in  so  cold  a 
matter  as  figures  be  a  legitimate  agent  in  the  at- 
tempt to  obtain  a  safe  result,  then  it  might  be  that 
his  colleague  [Mr.  Barward]  bad  succeeded  in  his 
object.  But  if  figures  were  cold,  and  somewhat 
dangerous  realities  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  of  a 
poetical  and  imaginative  temperament — if  the  esta- 
blishing the  groundlessness  or  unfairness  of  some 
of  the  principal  items  of  a  statement  were  suffi- 
cient to  impeach  the  unsoundness  of  the  whole. 
statement,  then  would  he  (Mr.  V.)  be  able  most 
triumphantly  to  "impeach"  the  accuracy  of  the 
great  "impeacher"  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
[Mr.  Barnard.]  I  ask  my  colleague  to  stand  up 
and  take  with  me  a  cool,  practical,  and  businebs- 
like  review  of  his  sums  and  statements,  on  the 
ground  of  which  he  has  ventured  to  impeach  a 
faithful  officer  of  the  Government.  It  was  but  jus- 
tice to  his  colleague  that  he  should  read  the  state- 
ment which  would  form  the  subject  of  some  of  his 
criticisms  and  remarks.  The  following  was  a  copy 
extracted  from  the  gentleman's  speech,  as  reported, 
evidently  by  himself: 

Statement  of  the  public  debt,  regarded  us  aecertained  and 
certain,  existing  on  the  let  January,  1811,  though  the 
amounts  may  not  be  exact. 
Treasury  notes  outstanding     -  -$4,660000 

latere*  which  will  have  accrued  on  them    -  260,000 

Remainaofold  funded  and  certificate  debt    -  •      335,000 

Debt*  of  the  cities  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  as- 

earned  by  the  Government,  without  Interest 
Amounts  required  to  be  invested  for  Indiana  and  In- 
dian tribes,  at  least  •••.•. 
Principal  sums  payable  to  Indiana,  probably 

1  re<roired  by  law  to  make  good  the  deficit  in 

vrj  Pension  Fund 


H.  of  Reps. 


the  Navy' 


(supposed  to  be  t*00,00ty  par* 


1,600,000 

2,680.000 
1,000,600 

1,900,000 


5000.000 


payable  in  perpetuity  and  part  for  terms  of  years: 
the  purchase  or  value  of  the  whole  not  lsss  than  • 

Making,  of  actual  debt,  it  is  believed,  not  less  than    S1W16000 
To  this  is  to  be  added  probable  amounts  ofindebt- 

edness  and  liabilities  growing  out  of  past  transac- 
tions, as  follows: 

For  claims  growing  out  of  Indian  affairs  and  rela- 
tions, allowed  and  which  will  be  allowed  in  (he 
Departments  or  by  accounting  officers,  probe- 
My a^0U0,000 

For  claims  growing  out  of  the  Florida 
war,  dec.  and  which  must  be  allowed  by 
Congiess,  probably  -    3,000,000 

Due  from  the  Government  on  account  of 
trust  funds,  other  than  Indian,  probably      600,000    ' 

The  fourth  Instalment  under  tho  deposit© 
act  of  1636  claimed  by  the  Slates  •    9,000,000 

There  are  claims  of  American  cltisens  for 
French  spoliations  on  our  commerce 
previous  to  1800,  quite  likely  to  be  al- 
lowed by  Congress,  to    -  •    6,000,000 


- 19.600,000 


Bo  that  Uie  whole  amount  of  indeblednee*  and  liabili- 
ties, on  account  of  cast  trai  sections,  was,  on  the 


1st  of  January,  1841,  probably  not  less  than 


•36.016,000 


Preliminary  to  the  remarks  he  intended  to  sub* 
mit  upon  >ome  of  the  items  of  this  very  extraordi- 
nary statement,  it  was  proper  that  he  should  re- 
mark—First, that  be  (Mr.  V.)  was  willing  to  sup- 
ply the  coming  Administration  a  little  more  libe- 
rally than  was  proposed  by  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration. He  was  willing  to  go  the  length  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisn.] 
and  vote  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to  enable  the  in- 
coming Administration  to  issue  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars of  Treasury  notes  after  the  fourth  day  of 
March  next.  This,  in  the  estimation  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  and,  he  had  almost  said,  to 
the  mind  of  every  reasonable  man,  mast  seem  s 
great  abundance  to  carry  the  new  Administration 
through  the  year;  but  if  the  statements,  conjec- 
tures, and  t4pr*d«6k  sntieiuiis,"  of  his  colleague 
were  to  form  the  measure  of  supply,  then  would 
the  sum  which  the  bill  proposed  to  furnish  be  in- 
deed inadequate.  A  further  remark  he  would  here 
make.  In  order  to  show  the  insufficiency  of  the 
supplies  proposed  to  be  furnished  for  1841,  en  ac- 
count of  charges  on  the  Treasury,  that  are  not 
contained  in  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  it  was  not  enough  to  show  that  a  debt 
existed  against  the  nation,  but  it  must  be  a  debt 
due,  payable,  and  to  be  paid  within  the  year.  If  the 
principal  of  the  debt  cannot  be  paid  within  the 
year,  it  would  be  preposterous  to  borrow  money, 
either  in  the  form  of  issuing  Treasury  notes,  or  of 
a  more  permanent  loan  for  the  parpose  of  paying 
it  Contenting  himself  with  these  introductory  re- 
marks, he  would  now  proceed  to  the  examination 
he  bad  proposed. 

It  would  be  observed  that  the  items  of  his  state- 
ment were  under  two  head;:  the  one  denominated 
"ascertained  and  certain"  amounts,  amounting  to 
1 16,515,000;  the  other  were  more  modestly  desig- 
nated as  "probable  amounts  of  indebtedness  'and 
liabilities  growing  out  of  past  transactions,"  and 
were  pat  down  at  #19,500,000.  It  would,  he  fan- 
cied, require  but  little  time  and  attention  to  show 
that  the  honorable  member's  "cerUdntiu"  were 
just  ai  uncertain  aa  his  more  modest  ltprobabiU- 
rief."  One  item  of  his  "certainties'1  was*an  amount 
of  f  1,500,000  for  the  debt  of  the  cities  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  assumed  by  the  Government. 
Now  did  ihe  gentleman  know,  or  if  knowing,  why 
withhold  the  information,  that  this  debt  is  payable 
in  instalments  of  only  sixty  thousand  dollars  per 
year,  and  the  interest)  Yeu  could  not  pay  more 
if  you  would.  Had  the  honorable  member,  pre- 
paratory to  this  discussion,  read  that  portion  of  the 
report  of  tbat  Secretary,  whose  estimates  he  so  un- 
ceremoniously and  oracularly  impeached,  which 
stated  that  this  debt  was  to  be  paid  in  yearly  in- 
stalments of  #60,000  each;  or  if  he  had  referred  to 
the  statute  book  ol  1836,  he  might  have  ascertain- 
ed the  true  state  of  this  indebtedness.  The  two 
succeeding  items,  in  an  argument  to  show  the  in- 
adequacy of  the  means  we  propose  to  furnish  for 
the  coming  year,  are  equally  extraordinary.  The 
first  is  "amounts  required  to  be  invested  for  In- 
diana and  Indian  tribes,  at  least  #2,580,000." 
"Principal  sums,  payable  to  Indians,  probably 
#1,006,000."  If  the  gentleman  understood  the  na- 
ture and  character  of  this  indebtedness  to  the  Ia- 
L  dians,  and  the  pvi  practice  of  Government  in  re-  I 


lation  (hereto,  as  he  surely  must  have  done,  it  was 
singular  indeed  that  he  should  have  ventured  is 
put  forth  the  whole  principal  of  {he  amount  re- 
quired to  be  invested  for  them,  as  a  charge  that 
would,  practically,  fall  upon  the  next  year,  or  even 
the  next  Administration.    This  was   another  in- 
stance of  the  manner  in  which  even  honorable 
gentleman  would  strain  a  point  for  the  purpose  of 
producing  a  result  desirable  to  themselves.    He 
(Mr.  B  )  must  surely  have  known  the  origin  and 
nature  of  this  indebtedness,  and  the  practice  of  the 
Government  respecting  it— a.  practice  so  accor- 
dant  with  the  interest  and  wishes  at  the    '^fonf, 
for  as  this  item  is  not  drawn  from  the  reports  of 
the  Secretary  of  the   Treasury,  the   honorable 
member,  from  the  same  source  from  which  he 
learned;  ne  amount  required  to  be  i  avested  for  In- 
dians, must  also  have  ascertained  the  past  praetide 
of  the  Government  in  relation  to  this  indebtedness; 
and  he  would  submit  it  to  the  sense  of  candor  of 
the  committee,  whether  a  brief  statement  of  this 
practice  ought  not  to  have  accompanied  a  statement 
of  the  sum.    The  Government,  by  certain  treaties, 
had  agreed  to  pay  and  invest  for  certain  Indian 
tribes  various  sums  of  money;  amounting  in  the 
aggregate,  as  was  now  said,  to  the  sum  of  #8,589,- 
000.    Tnese  sums  were  due  and  owing  to  the  In- 
dians, for  lands  sold,  or  other  good  and  valuable 
considerations  passing  from  the  Indians  to  the  Go- 
vernment.   Government  had  further,  if  you  pieese, 
stipulated  to  invest  these  sums  /or  the  Indian*;  and 
how  had  it  invested  them)     Why,  by  retaining 
them  in  its  own  hands,  recognising  itself  as  debtor 
for  the  amount,  and  paying  the  Indians  the  interest 
of  the  principal  amounts  so  agreed  to  he  invested. 
This  had  been  its  practice  for  years;  one  which  the 
Indians  preferred,  because  it  was  suggested  by  a 
regard  for  their  best  interest;  and  had  not  the  pcac- 
tice  been  a  most  commendable  one,  he  was  very 
sure    it    would    not    have    been   passed  over 
in   6ilence   by   the  very    censorious    gentksaea 
who  had  already  addressed  the  committee.    Bauer, 
far  better,  for  the  Indians,  to  retain  the  Liability  of 
this  Government,  than  that  the  whole  principal 
amount  should  be  put  in  jeopardy  by  its  invest- 
ment in  securities  and  stocks,  now  so  generally  sfs- 
carious.    Ask  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  whether  the  interest 
of  the  intended  beneficiaries  of  that  Rnsiihssniis 
bequest,  for  which  he  had  always  evinced  an  in- 
terest so  intense  an  J  laudable,  had  been  much  ad- 
vanced by  its  investment  in  Arkansas  sloes?  and 
would  the  interest  of  the  creditor  Indians 
been  promoted,  if,  instead  of  retaining  the 
in  hand,  and  paying  the  interest  punctually,  Go- 
vernment had  invested  the  amounts  in  the  stock  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the  stocks  of 
the  States  themselves— many  of  these  now  store 
than  twenty-five  per  cent,  below  par?    Was  the 
coming  Administration  to  change  this  tender,  this 
guardian  policy  towards  the  Indians,  and  at  oeee 
execute  this  trust  to  the  letter,  contrary  lo  the 
wishes  and  the  interest  of  the  Indians?     Aint 
and  moderate  as  were  his   hopes  of  good  to 
be  achieved   by  that   Administration,  he  could 
not  believe    that  it  would,* in   this   particular, 
dare  to   deviate  from    the    policy  of  its  prede- 
cessors.   Why,  then,  charge  the  whole  of  #2,560*- 
000  as  an   anumni  due,  and  for   which,  provi- 
sion will  probably  have  to  be  made?  Because,  with 
the  casual  reader,  and  the  superficial  thinker,  it 
may  serve  as  an  additional  argument  in  favor  of  a 
called  session.    How  many,  think  yon,  of  those 
who  have  read  the  statements  of  the  gentleman 
who  have  addressed  the  committee,  have  deisciied, 
or  been  able  to  detect  their  fallacies.    They  have* 
in  all  probability,  produced  the  effect  foe  which 
they  were  designed;  for,  it  is  but  too  true  thai  Error 
generally  travels  a  thousand  miles  while  Truth  is 
putting  on  bis  boots. 

As  to  the  other  item  of  "principal  sums  r«yabje 
to  Indians,  probably  #1,000,000,"  put  forth  with 
more  modesty,  (for,  though  under  the  head  of  "es- 
e*  tabled  and  certain"  liabilities,  it  is  stated  as  a 
mere  "probable"  sum,)  be  had  hut  little  to  say.  Ha 
had  not,  with  the  most  diligent  search,  and  after 
the  most  anxious  inquiry  in  quarters  that  ought  is 
be  possessed  of  true  information,  been  sable  so  had 
any  foundation  for  this  ilea*.   Tho 
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idian  claims,  as  presented  to  us  by  the  Secretary 
'the  Treasury,  for  the  coming  year,  amounted  to 
x>ut  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This,  he 
id  been  assured,  would  be  sufficient  to  answer  all 
16  purposes  for  the  year;  and  as  the  gentleman  had 
ready  been  shown  to  be  so  wide  of  the  mark  in 
lation  to  other  items,  he  would  place  his  own  ina- 
lity  to  ascertain  any  legitimate  foundation  for 
is  charge,  and  the  estimates  and  assurances  of 
ie  Department  within  whose  province  the  snbject 
gaily  came,  against  the  assertion  of  his  colleague, 
at  sach  a  charge  "probably"  existed. 
Before  be  dismissed  the  consideration  of  this  list 
'  "tucertaitod  and  certain"  liabilities,  he  most  say 
few  words  upon  another  most  material  item — one 
bose  amount  surely  entitled  it  to  notice.  He  ai- 
ded to  the  sum  of  five  millions  set  down  by ,  his 
illeagoe  [Mr.  Barnard]  as  the  "votac"  of  aunui- 
$  to  Indians,  payable  part  in  perpetuity,  and  part 
r  terms  of  years.  How  had  this  large  amount 
en  attained?  The  process  by  which  it  was  ar- 
red  at  was  a  most  extraordinary  one,  and  well 
titled  his  colleague  to  the  distinction  of  being  a 
ry  prodigy  in  cyphering  out  liabilities  against 
it  "wealthy  old  gentleman,"  (the  Government) 
loin  he  so  felicitously  alluded  to  in  the  course  of 
i  speech.  The  Government  of  the  United  States 
is  bound  by  treaty  stipulations  to  pay  certain 
ms  annually  as  annuities  to  certain  tribes  of  In- 
ins.  It  had  not  stipulated  to  pay  them  ultimate- 
any  large  stun  by  way  of  principal,  but  to  pay 
sm  fixed  sums  yearly;  to  some  of  the  tribes  for 
pulated  terms  of  years,  and  to  others  in  parpe- 
ns*. The  amount  required  to  be  thus  annually 
id  to  these  Indian  tribts  was  about 

More  than  this  under  past  annuity  stipula- 
ns  could  not  be  annually  charged  upon  the 
easury.  But  his  colleague,  being  a  little  of  a 
ryer,  as  well  as  poet  and  arithmetician,  had  learn* 
no  doubt,  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  the 
trthampten  table,  used  by  courts  of  equity  to 
sertain  the  value  of  annuities;  and  by  way  of 
reusing  the  immediate  charges  upon  the  Trea- 
y,  he  sees  fit  to  apply  this  table  to  these  annuities 
wrdcr  to  ascertain  their  immediate  gross  market 
ue;  thus  substituting  for  the  inquiry,  what  will 
Government  be  obliged,  for  four  or  ten  years 
jome,  to  pay  on  account  of  Indian  annuities, 
t  so  irrrelevant  to  the  question  now  before  us, 
at  gross  sum  could  capitalists  afford  to  pay 
nediaiely  to  the  Indians  for  their  interest 
these  annuities?  Now,  was  not  this  mode 
xabricatiog  formidable  "ascertained  and  cer- 
i  liabilities"  against  the  Government  strange, 
issing  strange?**  Follow  out  this  prioci- 
as  to  other  fixed  and  annual  charges,  in  the 
n  of  salaries,  on  the  Treasury,  in  favor  of 
vers,  some  for  life,  and  others  for  terms  of  years, 
would  bring  his  colleague,  with  his  new  princi- 
in  its  nakedness,  before  the  mirror  which  he 
ild  now  suspend,  and  see  whether  even  paternal 
etion  would  blind  him  to  the  weakness  and  de- 
nity  of  his  bantling.  Your  judges  hold  their 
K8  for  life,  or  daring  good  behaviour,  which 
>unts,  practically,  to  a  life  tenure.  Would  it 
be  just  as  proper  to  apply  to  the  salaries  of  all 
r  judges  the  same  rflle  which  his  colleague  had 
lied  to  the  Indian  annuities — to  ascertain  their 
s  and  immediate  value,  according  to  the  North- 
iton  table,  and  thus  swell  the  immediate  charges 
a  the  Government?  He  was  very  sure  that  his 
sagne  would  pronounce  such  a  process  of  as- 
aining  the  extent  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Go* 
inaent  "certain"  or  "probable"  most  prepos- 
us— yes,  nearly  allied  to  madness.  And  yet, 
the  life  of  him,  he  (Mr.  V.)  could  not  see  why 
principle  was  not  as  applicable  in  the  one  case 
a  the  other.  This  was  only  another  illustration 
he  danger  of  starting  with  an  inflexible  deter- 
ation  to  attain  a  fixed  result,  without  being 
I  assured  that  the  means  at  command  would  le- 
nately  lead  to  it.  He  bad  too  much  respect  for 
intellect  of  his  colleague,  not  to  believe  that,  if 
loaded  by  political  bias,  it  would  have  avoided 
palpable  heresies  into  which  it  had,  on  this  oc- 
on,  permitted  itself  to  run. 
mother  item  put  forth  by  gentlemen  as  "asoer- 
ed  and  certain,"  was  #  1,200,000  "amount  re- 
ed  by  law  to  nuke  good  the  deficit  in  the  navy 


pension  fund."  He  did  not  see  how  this  could  be 
regarded  as  a  "positive  and  certain  charge"  on  the 
Treasury.  The  navy  pension  fund  had  been  ex- 
hausted  under  the  former  legislation  of  Congress.  He 
did  not  know  that  there  was  any  positive  obligation 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  replace  it.  At 
all  events,  Congress  would,  rather  as  matter  of 
gratuity,  than  of  positive  obligation,  have  to  pro- 
vide by  law  fer  replacing  this  fund,  before  it  could 
be  regarded  as  a  charge  on  the  Treasury.  It  was 
very  easy  to  swell  the  "probable"  wants  of  the 
Treasury  to  one  hundred  millions  of  dollar*,  if 
soms  gentlemen  were  permitted  to  make  their  opi- 
nion of  what  Congress  ought  to  do,  the  basis  of 
"probable"  or  "certain"  charges.  That  such  opi- 
nions oftentimes  contemplated  a  reckless  and  most 
prodigal  system  of  expenditure,  from  which  the 
economist  and  strict  constructionist  would  shrink 
back  appalled,  he  need  only  refer  to  the  peroration 
of  his  colleague's  speech,  in  which  he  strung  to- 
gether a  series  of  fond  hopes  as  to  what  this  Admi- 
nistration would  do,  and  do,  too,  "wilhtut  any  cow- 
ardly apprehension  that  they  nvght  not  be  popular" 
His  colleague  seemed  to  have  no  idea  that  the  action 
of  the  representative  should  be  palsied  by  the  will 
of  his  constituent;  that  the  approbation  or  disap- 
probation of  the  people,  shoud  be  a  consideration, 
much  to  be  heeded  in  the  discharge  of  our  high 
duties  here. 

Mr.  V.  would  now  inquire  what  bad  become  of 
this  formidable,  account  of  "  ascertained  and  cer- 
tain liabliti't"  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to 
116,515,000?  It  would  be  well  enough  now  to 
make  a  new  statement  of  it,  with  such  deductions 
as  the  views  he  had  submitted  called  for.  It  was 
curious  to  see  how  little  remained  of  it. 
"Amount  set  forth  as  "actual"  and  •'ascertained 

debt •16,615,000 

Deduct  as  follow* 
"Debet  of  the  District  of  Colombia,'1 
difference  between  Sl.500,000  and 
$150,000,  which  includes  the  annu- 
al instalments  of  100.000,  and  the 
interest  on  the  debt,  (difference)     -     $1*80,000 
Amount  required  to  be  invested  foi  In- 
dians and  Indian  tribes  2,580,000 
Principal  sums  payable  to  Indians    •       1,C00,000 
Amount  required  for  navy  pension 

fund 1,200,000 

Present  value  of  annu  Hies  to  Indians      5,000,000 

11,130,000 


This  leaves 
"Deduct  further  the  item  for  remains 


6,386,000 


of  old  funded  certificated  debts,  fer 

which  he  could  find  no  authority 

Difference    between   64,900.000   for 


principal  and  interest  of  Treasury 
holes,  and  S^BOO.OOO,  bsiog  the 
amount  reported  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  as  required  to 
meet  said  notes  in  1311,  (difference) 


335,000 


400,000 


•735,000 


Balance     ....  *4,660,000 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  admits,  that 
#4,500,000  will  be  required  to  redeem  the  outstand- 
ing Treasury  notes,  and  that  this,  of  course,  is  left 
a  charge  upon  the  Treasury.  Dedact  that  amount 
from  (he  above  balance  of  #4,650,000  and  there  re- 
remains  #150,000,  which  is  the  amount  alone  ad- 
mitted to  be  due  for  the  next  instalment  of  princi- 
pal and  interest  on  the  District  debt.  Where,  then, 
is  i  he  gentleman's  'certain  and  ascertained"  balance 
of  116,515,000?  It  melts  away  and  vanishes  be- 
fore the  force  of  reason  and  truth  like  the  poor  frost 
before  the  sun.  If  ihe  u certainties"  of  the  gentle- 
man are  so  easily  transformed  into  nonentities, 
you  may  easily  imagine  what  will  be  the  fate  of 
his  mere  "probabilities"  and  uncertainties.  A  word 
or  two  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  about  them. 

He  would  not  detain  the  committee  by  going 
through  all  these  items,  amounting  to  the  modest 
som  of  #19,500,000,  but  would  advert  to  only  two, 
amounting  to  #14,000,000;  and  from  such  speci- 
mens, the  committee  would  be  able  to  form  some 
judgment  as  to  the  character  of  thos<;  which  con- 
stituted the  remaining  balance  sf  #5,500,000.  Tne 
committee  would  be  predisposed  to  believe  that  the 
gentleman's  "probabilities"  were  not  half  as  plausi- 
ble, as  his  Mc*rt»intfeiM— questionable  and  unsound 
as  they  had  been  shown  to  be.  The  modesty  of 
the  caption  which  introduced  the  items  upon  which 
he  was  about  to  comment,  coming  from  one  so 
bold  in  figures,  was,  of  itself,  a  sufficient  admoni- 
tion to  receive  them  with  much  caution.    The  first 


item  to  which  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee,  was  the  sum  of  t(#9,000,000  for  the 
fourth  instalment  under  the  deposite  act  of  1836, 
claimed  by  the  States."  Sir,  does  it  not  require  a 
bold  spirit,  indeed,  to  dare  even  to  intimate  the  pro- 
bability that  the  people  of  this  country  will  ever 
content  that  this  Government  shall  increase  their 
taxes  and  hardens  to  raise  money  for  the  purpose 
of  deposite  with,  or  distribution  among,  the  States? 
A  most  opportune  period,  indeed,  now,  to  raise 
nine  millions  of  dollars  for  this  purpose !  Now, 
when  you  are  telling  us,  almost  in  the  same  breath 
in  which  you  put  forth  this  strange  claim  in  favor 
of  the  States,  that,  without  additional  taxation,  you 
wtll  not  have  revenue  enough,  for  years  to  come, 
to  keep  the  wheels  of  Government  in  motion.  This 
charge  is  scarcely  deserving  of  a  moment's  atten- 
tion. He  (Mr.  V.)  would  like  to  see  how  many 
gentlemen  upon  this  floor  would  dare  to  vole  to 
tax  their  constituents  #9,000.000  for  the  purpose  of 
deposite  with  Vie  States.  Low  as  was  the  estima- 
tion in* which  he  knew  his  colleague  to  hold  the 
virtue  of  Governmental  economy,  be  did  not  be- 
lieve that  even  he  would  deem  it  expedient  to  vote 
for  a  direct  proposition  to  impose  new  taxes  on  the 
people,  solely  with  a  view  to  &och  deposite  or  dis- 
tribution. The  States  have  no  equitable  claim  to 
it.  They  were  to  be  made  the  mere  depositaries  of 
the  funds  of  this  Government,  not  professedly  for 
the  benefit  of  the  States,  but  for  the  mere  conve- 
venience  of  the  depositor.  The  supervenient  wants 
of  ton  latter  had  induced  it  to»wittibold  a  portion  of 
the  fund  which  it  originally  intended  to  deposite.  It 
bad  a  perfect  right  to  do  so;  and  now  no  equity 
whatever  has  been  created  in  behalf  of  the  8tates 
against  this  Government  for  the  sum  so  withheld. 
This  item  needed  no  further  comment :  merely  to 
state  it,  was  sufficient  to  prove  its  absurdity. 

But  the  next  item  was  equal  to  its  yokefellow. 
It  was  "for  claim?  of  American  citizens  for  French 
spoliations  on  our  commerce  previous  te  1800, 
(quite  likely  to  be  allowed  by  Congress,)  #5,000,- 
000!"  Mr.  V.  said  he  did  not  know  whence  his 
colleague  inferred  a  likelihood  that  these  claims 
would  be  allowed,  except  what  resulted  from  the 
known  prodigality  of  the  patty  to  which  the  Go- 
vernment was  now  so  soon  to  be  committed.  Was 
such  probability  derivable,  from  the  fact  that  for 
eijht  years  this  claim  bad  been  unsuccessfully 
pressed  upon  Congress,  and  that  scarcely  a  voice 
had  ever  been  heard  here  in  its  favor,  except  the 
e-oqaent  and  melodious  one  of  the  eentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  |Mr.  Cussing.]  When  the  leading 
gemleram  of  the  dominant  party  inform  us  that 
special  Congresses  must  be'called  to  provide  means 
to  meet  such  claims,  have  we  not  reason  to  think 
that  our  most  extravagant  fears  in  relation  to  the 
fruits  of  the  late  Federal  Whig  victory  are  soon  to 
be  realized— that  extravagance,  taxation,  a  formi- 
dable national  debt,  and  a  consequent  restoration  of 
the  Hamiltonian  fundmonger  and  Bank  reign,  are 
the  blessings  which  are  to  be  showered  down  upon 
the  people?  If  the  claimants  for  spoliations  before 
1800  are  now  to  be  provided  for,  are  we,  from  this 
circumstance,  and  from  the  denunciations  con- 
stantly lavished  upon  the  outgoing  Administration 
for  its  neglect  of  private  claims,  to  infer  that  the 
next  four  years  is  to  be  the  time  of  jubilee  to  pri- 
vate claimants?  that  millions  of  oft-rejected  claims 
are  now  to  receive  from  Congress  a  favorable  re- 
sponse? that  the  Meade  claim,  and  the  countless 
catalogue  of  other  oft  considered  and  as  often  re- 
jected claims,  are  now  to  be  allowed?  that  by  car- 
rying into  execution  your  magnificent  and  extrava- 
gant scheme?,  you  are  not  only  to  invite  the  people 
at  large,  by  seizing  upon  their  own  effects  through 
the  medium  of  your  taxing  power,  but  are  to  pour 
wealth  and  bounty  into  the  lap  of  thousands  of  in- 
dividuals whom  your  more  cautious  and  parsimo- 
nious predecessors  adjudged  to  have  no  just  claims 
upon  Government?  Mr.  V.  said  he  would  now  put 
it  to  all  fair  and  unprejudiced' minds  whether  state- 
ments such  as  he  had  reviewed,  furnished  the 
slightest  ground  for  impeaching  the  accuracy  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  shadow  of  a  pre- 
text for  calling  an  extra  session,  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  for  charges  against  the  Treasury,  which 
the  Secretary  had  neglected  to  make  known?  Did 
it  not  turn  out  that  the  statements  and  allegations 


4*6 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


26th  Cong* •••2nd  Suae. 


Feb.  1841. 


Treasury  Note  Bill— Mr.  Wise. 


H.  of  Reps. 


of  the  "great  impeacher"  were  vulnerable  and  fal- 
lacious in  the  extreme? 

Bat  while  noticing  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
reports  and  statements  of  the  Secretary  were  at- 
tempted to  be  impeached,  he  woold  proceed  to 
another  ground  of  impeachment,  assumed  bjr 
another  of  the  impeaching  parties.  He  meant  the 
gentleman  from  Soath  Carolina,  [Mr.  Thompson  ] 
That  gentleman  contented  himself  mainly  with 
genera!  and  sweeping  denunciations  aeainst  die 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  This  was  a  much  more 
eonvenien',  and  much  let*  hazardous,  mode  of  at- 
tack, than  was  a  descent  to  minutiao  and  figures. 
Besides,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  not 
hailing  originally  from  "Down  East,"  it  was  not 
his  privilege  to  play  quite  so  bold  a  part  at  mere 
guettmg  as  was  acted  by  his  two  Yankee  coadju- 
tors, [Messrs.  Barnard  and  Evens.]  I  listened  to 
this  speech  with  great  anxiety,  hoping  that  he 
would  make  at  least  one  plunge  into  facts  and 
figures,  feeling  pretty  well  assured  that  he  would 
lay  himself  open  to  me  if  he  ventured  one  single 
step  out  of  the  more  easily  tilled  field  of  wholesale 
denunciation.  He  did  make  one  sally,  and  here 
it  is: 

"We  are  informed  (says  the  gentlemen)  by  the  Secretary, 
thmt  the  amount  of  unexpended  appropriations  which  will  be 
called  lor  in  the  next  year,  is  three  millions  seven  hundred  and 
forty-nine  thousand  dollars.  Here  is  a  subsisting  charge  upon 
the  Treasury  to  an  immense  amount  There  is  no  evading  it 
It  is  not  even  looked  to  in  the  estimates.  It  must  be  met,  and 
yet  no  provision  is  asked  for  it.  Is  it  not  surprising,  that  with 
this  habitual  want  of  forecast  to  see  future  calls  upon  the  Trea- 
sury, and  when  seen,  a  wansof  candor  to  say  so,  that  our  Trea- 
surr  is  always  straitened." 

Now,  sir,  what  impression  do  these  remarks  at 
first  blush  have  upon  the  cursory  reader?  Why, 
that  there  is  to  be  a  charge  of  three  millions  seven 
hundred  and  forty-nine  thousand  dollars  upon  the 
Treasury  in  1841,  which  the  Secretary  has  most 
culpably  omitted  to  mention  in  his  es|jmaie8 
of  the  wants  of  the  Government  for  that 
year.  Sir,  the  answer  to  this  article  of  "impeach- 
ment" is  as  triumphant  and  conclusive  as  were 
those  applied  to  the  items  and  charges  already  con- 
sidered. This  sum  of  |3 ,749,904  is  mentioned  in 
page  8  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, as  that  portion  of  the  outstanding  appropriations 
of  former  years,  which  was  proposed  to  be  applied  to 
the  service  of  1841.  In  the  same  page  the  Secretary 
says,  that  the  whole  amount  of  outstanding  appro- 
priations at  the  close  of  the  yesr  is  est  in  a  ted  at 
110,549,905;  and  that  $3,749,904  is  proposed  to  be 
applied  to  the  service  of  1811.  I  challenge  thegen- 
t  eman  from  South  Carolina  to  show  an  instance  in 
the  reports  or  doings  of  any  Secretary  of  'he  Trea- 
sury since  the  formation  of  the  Government,  where 
the  amount  of  outstanding  appropriations  proposed 
to-  be  expended  in  the  succeeding  year,  has  been 
"estimated"  or  alluded  to  in  any  manner  or  place 
other  than  that  in  which  Mr.  Woodbury  has  men- 
tioned this,  viz:  in  the  body  of  hit  annual  report.* 
Tou  will  in  vain  rummage  all  the  detailed  estimates 
of  each  Secretary  from  the  days  of  Alexander 
Hamilton,  for  the  items  of  unexpended  ap- 
propriations roposed  to  be  expended  in  any  one 
year.  It  is,  Iprepeat,  always  placed  where  the  Se- 
cretary has  this  year  placed  it,  in  the  body  of  hit  re- 
port. The  misplaced  declamation  of  the  honorable 
member  upon  this  topic  is  pretty  conclusive  evi- 
dence that  he  is  unacquainted  with  the  history  and 
yearly  operation  of  these  outstanding  appropria- 
tions. Had  he  applied  his  intelligent  mind  to  the 
ascertainment  of  facte,  and  not  contented  himself 
with  a  strain  of  mere  general  denunciation,  he 
would  have  learned  that  these  outstanding  appro- 
priations, in  any  two  consecutive  years,  are  gene- 
rally /bund  to  balance  each  other;  that  is  to  say,  if 
#3,749,904  of  the  appropriations  of  former  years 
shall  be  expended  in  1841,  there  will,  in  all  proba- 
bility, remain  of  the  appropriations  made  by  Con- 
gress at  this  session  about  the  same  amount  unex- 
pended at  the  close  of  this  year.  For  this  reason, 
no  doubt,  all  Secretaries  had  omitted  to  include  in 
their  estimates  of  wants  for  the  year,  the  amount  of 
unexpended  appropriations  proposed  to  be  expend- 
ed in  that  year.  It  seemed,  then,  that  the  arrow 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  levelled,  as  be  sup- 
posed, with  such  deadly  aim  at  the  Secretary,  had 
fallen  harmless  at  the  feet  of  its  object;  and  while 
the  former  remain  unscathed,  the  latter  had  the  un- 
enviable satisfaction  of  standing  convicted  of  a 


gross  error,  in  the  very  responsible  attempt  to 
impeach  a  most  faithful  officer  of  the  Government. 
Mr.  V.  said,  it  would  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  un- 
profitable, if  he  detained  the  committee  a  moment 
longer  on  tbii  subject  of  outstanding,  appropria- 
tions. Much  bad  been  said  about  the  Administra- 
tion having,  the  past  year,  "sbuffl'd  off »  the  law- 
ful claims  upon  the  Government,  in  order  to  se- 
cure to  itself  the  merit  of  confining  its  expenditures 
within  its  means.  Yet  it  seemed  that  within  that 
very  year,  when  gentlemen  now  say  tV.e  tlttem  off19 
policy  prevailed,  the  outstanding  appropriations 
were  reduced  #3,377,466.  He  had  looked  at  these 
outstanding  amounts  for  the  four  years  past,  and 
found  them  to  have  been  as  follows: ! 
In  1838,  (commencement  of  the  year)  they 
amounted  to  .  •      #14  503,483 

In  1839,  to  14,698  346 

In  1840,  to  13,827,371 

In  1841,  to  10,549,905 


Reduction  in  1840,  #3  977,466 

The  old  appropriations  now  outstanding,  it 
seemed,  were  between  three  and  four  millions  of 
dollars  less  at  the  commencement  of  1841,  than 
they  were  at  the  beginning  of  1840.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  now,  in  bis  estimates,  asks  for 
nearly  two  millions  less  of  new  appropriations, 
than  the  amount  expended  in  1840.  How  can  you 
then,  unless  you  select  new  objects  of  expendi- 
ture—objects not  embraced  in  the  estimates— ei- 
pend  as  much  as  you  expended  in  1840?  If  the 
peace  of  the  country  should  be  preserved,  it  would 
not  be  possible,  consistently  with  Democratic  proe- 
tieee,  to  expend  more  than  was  recommended  by 
the  Secretary;  but  if  ibe  givings  out  of  the  gentle- 
men  on  the  other  side,  as  to  what  General  Harri- 
son's administration  was  expected  to  accomplish, 
formed  any  criterion  as  to  what  was  actually  to  be 
done  auring  his  term,  then  could  we,  indeed  sav 
with  certainty  that  the  Secretary's  estimates  would 
fall  far  short  of  the  wants  of  the  Treasury:  If  an- 
o  her  class  of  pensioners  was  to  be  created— if  an- 
other system  of  internal  improvements  was  to  be 
successfully  undertaken— if  speculators  on  our 
lakes,  bays,  and  inlets,  were  to  be  permitted  to 
draw  millions  from  the  Treasury,  un(jer  specious 
pretexts  for  constructing  harbors  for  me  protection 
of  commerce— if  the  prodigality  inseparable  from 
the  course  of  policy  sketched  an<j  prayed  for  by 
his  colleague,  in  the  concluding  parts  of  his  speech, 
was  to  be  the  crowning  glory  of  General  Harrison's 
administratien — then  was  it,  indeed,  idle  to  talk  of 
an  expenditure  of  twenty,  thirty,  or  even  forty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  year.  The  wantrof  the  Trea- 
sury would  then  be  commensurate  with  ihe  illimita- 
ble and  countless  objects  of  expenditure  which  the 
Constitution  of  the  extremest  latitudinarian  em- 
braced. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informs  us  that 
the  current  expenses  of  1840,  that  is,  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  Government,  exclusive  of  the  re- 
demption of  Treasury  notes  and  the  interest  of  the 
debt  assumed  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  amount, 
ed  to  -  -  -  -  #39,489,349 

He  estimates  the  current  expenses  for 
1841  at      -  19,250,347 

Difference  -  -    #3,939,002 

The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  seem  to  scout 
the  idea  of  thf  ir  being  able  to  administer  the  Go- 
vernment in  1849  for  less  than  it  cost  in  1841, 
thou  eh  the  expenditures  for  1839  were  reduced  six 
millions  of  dollars,  and  a  farther  reduction  of  about 
#3,000,000  was  made  in  1840.  It  seems  they  now 
fancy  that  the  minimum  point  has  been  attained, 
and  that  all  further  saving  is  out  of  the  question; 
nay,  they  even  ridicule  the  advice  or  suggestion  ot 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  "to  puth  a  vigorous 
economy,"  and  with  an  air  of  great  triumph  ask, 
where  this  economy  can  be  applied?  How  changed 
their  tone  already !  Before  the  election,  how  con- 
stant, how  deafening,  the  promises  ot  "reform  and 
retrenchment."  Already,  so  soon  after  the  victo- 
ry, have  they  ceased  to  be  virtues  in  the  estimation 
of  those  who,  only  a  few  months  since,  were  so 
free  in  the  promise  of  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  stands 
"solitary  and  alone"  in  preaching  the  suae  doc- 


trines with  which  he  edified  the  people  before  the 
election.  His  brother  "Wktgtn  seem,  already,  to 
have  gone  back  to  their  first  love — to  their  consti- 
tutional predilection  for  a  liberal  expenditure  and  a 
splendid  Government.  Yes,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  literally  laughed  at  when  he  ventured 
to  suggest  a  single  head  of  expenditure  under  which 
a  saving  might  take  place,  without  prejudice  to  the 
public  service.  In  his  annual  report  he  ventured 
to  made  the  following  remarks: 

"It  is  believed,  that  the  ordinary  expenses  of  1841  oafht  to 
fell  some  millions  belew  those  in  1840,  as  the  pensions  bare  di* 
mfcibed  by  deaths,  fewer  Indians  remain  to  be  remored,  several 
expensive  buildings  have  been  moetij  finished,  and  k^*1Htt 
with  the  Semiitolos  must  be  nearer  to  a  etaee." 

These  remarks  had  formed  the  subject  of  severe 

animadversion  with  thereof  the  geoffemen  who 

had  preceded  him  in  this  debate  [Messrs,  Bcsauno, 

Bell,  and  Ewihg.]    The  gentleowi  from  Maine' 

[Mr.  Swing]  had  told  you  that,  under  these  heeds, 

no  mora  than  the  fallowing  sums  could  be  saved: 

On  pensions  .  ffiMUM&O 

For  removal  of  Indians     •  .      56,710 

On  public  buildings,  .    903,000 

Seminole  hostilities  •  .    300,000 


Total    .  .  #760,190 

Mr.  V.  said  it  was  evident  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  did  not  intend  to  put  forth  the  above 
as  the  only  heads  to  which  a  reduction  could  be  ap- 
plied! but  had  evidently  thrown  mem  out  as  some 
among  the  many  branches  in  which  there  could  be 
a  diminished  expenditure.  But  was  it  true  that  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  had  stated  all  thai  could  be 
saved  under  the  above  heads?  He,  Mr.  V.  could 
net  believe  that  no  more  than  $900,400  could  be 
saved  on  pensions.  This  small  amount  did  not  ac- 
cord with  the  well  established,  and  so  generally 
prevailing  idea,  that  these  time-honored  relies  of 
the  Revolution  were  all  on  the  verge  of  the  grave, 
and  fast  paying  the  debt  of  nature.  The  whole 
number  of  pen&ioners/as  reported  by  the  Commav 
sioner  of  Pension*,  is  44,394.  Hie  whole  number 
of  deaths,  as  reported  by  him,  is  only  1,605,  less 
than  four  per  cent,  which  exhibits  a  mortality  en- 
tirely too  limited  to  command  our  belief.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  Commissioner  fonnda  his  report  of 
deaths  upon  information  received  from  pensjoa 
agents  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  Tfcsst 
aeents  could  not,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  know  half 
of  the  deaths  that  had  occurred  within  the  year. 
They  were  not  required  to  take  any  special  pains 
to  ascertain  them,  and  it  was  not  strange  if  the 
agent  at  Albany  did  not,  very  soon,  near  of  me 
deaths  of  old  soldiers,  who  resided  in  me  counties 
of  Brie  and  Chatauque.  To  found  a  reduction  of 
this  braneh  of  expenditure  upon  the  mere  rtpotti 
of  the  agents,  was,  therefore,  entirely  readnussi- 
b'e.  Nor,  was  the  addition  which  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  conceded  sufficient.  He  bad  other  da- 
ta that  enabled  us  to  approximate  nearer  the  truth. 
From  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Ptnaout 
it  mems  that  the  expenditures  under  ail  the  scisia 
1839  were  ....  $3090,661 
That  in  1840,  they  were  9.048  663 


Difference  in  one  year,  fU042  001 

So  on  public  buildings:    the  gentleman  admits 

that  there  can  be  saved  0300*000 
He  has,  however,  forgotten  to  add  for 

marine  hospitals  90,000 

Lighthouses  .  99000 

For  buildings  in  Territories    .  48,000 


Making  :  360.000 

The  last  thrre  of  the  above  sums  were  all  ex- 
pended in  1840,  and  nothing  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter was  included  in  the  estimates  for  1841.  The 
gentleman,  then,  as  to  public  buildings,  reached  a 
little  more  than  half  the  amount  that  could  actually 
be  saved;  and  this  was  coming  much  nearer  ms 
mark  than  these  high  impeaching  parties  general- 
ly attained.  Last  year  f  360,000  was  appropriated 
for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy.  This 
year  there  would  probably  be  no  appropriation 
for  this  purpose,  as  there  was  now  no  law  requir- 
ing it.  Besides,  within  the  last  year,  all  thai  re- 
mains of  old  appropriations  for  the  rnmiw  ilinri 
road,  harbors,  rivers,  and  forts,  had  beer*  expended. 
Among  the  estimates  ofejrpenatturesvjou^  ~~~ 
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§195,000  expended  wiihin  the  last  year  for  rivers 
and  harbors,  being  part  of  old  appropriations.  You 
will  also  find  that  186,000  has,  within  the  last  year, 
been  expended  for  the  Cumberland  road  in  Illinois 
and  Indiana.  As  to  the  Florida  war,  more  than  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  (about  f  1,500,000)  appears  to  have 
been  expended  for  it  within  the  last  year,  indepen- 
dently of  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  yonr  army 
there.  How  much,  in  all  conscience,  do  gentlemen 
wish  to  have  appropriated  for  that  purpose?  And 
was  it  true  that  the  Administration  was  blamed  for 
not  having  brought  this  war  to  a  close?  Had  it 
not  employed  the  most  gallant  and  distinguished  of 
your  officers,  including  even  one  of  the  pro- 
minent Whig  heroes,  upon  whom  the  eyes  of  so 
many  of  his  party  weie  already  fixed  for  the  highest 
office  in  the  gift  of  the  people?  Need  he  say  he  al- 
luded to  the  gallant  Scott,  the  hero  of  Chippewa 
and  Lurldy's  Lane,  the  lustre  of  whose  well-earn- 
ed laurels,  won  in  bloody  conflicts  with  his  coun- 
try's enemies,  so  many  of  his  imprudent  friends 
would  dim  by  forcing  him  into  the  turbid  waters  of 
politics,  and  attempting  to  elevate  him  to  a  station 
for  which,  in  bis  (Mr.  V's)  opinion,  his  habits  and 
pui suits  necessarily  unfitted  him,  Yes,  he,  one  of 
the  candidates  for  nomination  at  the  Hairisburg 
convention,  had  gone  forth  against  the  savages  of 
Florida  at  the  commencement  of  the  war.  General 
Jesnp,  another  of  the  heroes  of  the  second  war  of 
independence  had  also  been  put  in  requisition,  and 
still  the  Seminole  was  there;  still  did  he  cling  to  the 
everglades  and  the  graves,  of  his  ancestors. 

[Mr.  Monroe  here  remarked  that  (Sen.  $cott 
had  been  permitted  to  operate  only  thirty  days  in 
Florida.] 

Mr.  V.  said  he  had  not  mentioned  the  name  of 
that  gallant  soldier,  the  friend  of  his  colleague,  for 
the  purpose  of  drawing  in  question  his  military  skill 
or  prowess;  far  from  it;  he  claimed  to  be  the  personal 
friend  of  that  distinguished  officer.  He  would  not 
pluck  a  single  leaf  from  the  wreath  which  decorated 
his  brow;  and  he  did  not  consider  it  as  at  all  derogat- 
ing from  his  reputation  as  a  warrior  chief,  that'  he 
could  not  conquer,  because  he  could  not  find  em- 
bodied, his  skulking  and  scattered  foe.  He  claimed, 
he  had  a  right  to  claim,  for  the  Administration  that 
defence  against  the  charge  of  not  earlier  terminat- 
ing this  war  which  resulted  from  the  use  of  the 
most  efficient  means  within  its  command.  It  was 
for  this  purpose  that  he  alluded  to  the  ill  success 
against  the  SeminoJes  which  had  attended  the  ef- 
forts of  the  best  and  bravest  of  your  officers. 

But  it  is1  said,  though  it  may  be  true  that  the  Go- 
vernment has  got  through  the  year  1840  by  expend- 
ing only  twenty- two  millions  of  dollars  for  ordinary 
purposes,  yet  that  this  has  been  accomplished  by 
shuffling  and  staving  off  its  obligations,  thus  throw- 
ing an  undue  burden  upon  its  successor. 

This  was  a  very  serious  charge,  and  gentlemen 
owed  it  to  their  own  reputation  to  be  thoroughly 
convinced  of  its  truth  before  they  ventured  it.  In 
support  of  it,  what  had  we  heard?  Why,  it  was 
said  that  the  navy  had  been  miserably  neglected  by 
the  administrations  of  Qeneral  Jackson  and  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  Where,  be  asked,  was  the  evidence 
>f  this  neglect?  Had  not. all  the  money  ap- 
propriated by  Congress  for  the  navy  been 
aithfully  expended?  This  Tact  was  not  de* 
lied,  and  yet  they  tell  you  that  your  navy  is 
going  to  decay,  that  your  ships  are  rotting  at  their 
wharves  for  want  of  attention — not  an  example  of 
hvs  species  of  dilapidation  ba1  been  oited 
n  support  of  the  assertion.  Sir,  is  the  com- 
mittee aware  that  within  the  last  eight  years  your 
laval  expenditures  have  increased  nearly  Aft?  per 
sent?  They  were  only  four  millions  of  dollars  m 
1833.  This  year,  if  the  appropriations  should  be 
Recording  to  the  estimate*,  they  would  amount  to 
|5,445,339.  They  have  lately  exceeded  six  mil- 
I  ions.  Where  was  the  evidence  of  this  most  repre- 
lensible  neglect  of  your  navy?  Was  it  in  the  fact 
that,  whereas  at  the  termination  of  the  last  war 
voa  had  not  a  single  ship  of  the  tins,  you  could 
now  boast  your  Ohio,  your  Delaware,  your  Penn- 
tvlvania,  your  Independence,  your  Columbus,  your 
Washington,  your  Franklin,  besides  several  others 
iow-in  the  process  of  being  built,  besides,  also,  an 
addition  to  your  frigates  and  sloops  of  war,  which, 
ail  combined,  have  made  you  one  of  the  rotmida- 
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ble  naval  powers  of  the  earth?  He,  Mr.  V.  was 
in  favor.of  keeping  your  navy  upon  a  peace  esta- 
blishment in  lime  of  peace,  notwithstanding  the 
bold  and  senseless  declamation  we  constantly  hear 
in  favor  of  its  rapid  increase.  Follow  out  the  wishes 
and  the  principles  of  the  gentleman  from*  Maine 
[Mi.  Evans,]  and  your  ships  of  war  would  soon 
whiten  every  ocean — a  most  gratifying  spectacle, 
ifldeed,  to  the  mere-eoftnrittetifs,  the  mere  lovers 
of  display,  but  one  most  grinding  in  its  influences 
and  consequences  upon  a  hardworking  and  a  tax- 
paying  people.  Mr.  V.  said  he  was  now  about  to 
utter  a  sentiment  which  would,  no  doubt,  be  pro- 
nounced very  heretical  by  those  who  entertained 
more  magnificent  notions  as  to  what  were  indis- 
pensable appendages  cf  Government  than  himself. 
It  was  this,  that  he  had  long  been  of  the  opinion, 
that  the  familiar  maxim,  "in  time  of  peace  pre- 
pare for  war,"  was,  in  a  measure,  impracticable 
under  institutions  like  oars;  and  he  regretted  not 
that  it  was  so,  tor  we  had  a  recuperative  energy  in 
the  land,  which  soon,  very  soon,  enabled  us  to  re- 
cover from  tbe  reverses  which,  in  the  incipient 
stages  of  a  war,  had  been  and  would  probably  al- 
ways be  our  lot.  He  had  already  lived  and  ob- 
served long  enough  to  adopt  the  conclusion,  that  it 
was  better,  far  better,  if  war  should  overtake  us 
only  once  in  half  a  century,  (which  was  as  often 
as  it  would  occur,  under  the  improved  spirit  of  the 
age,)  that  we  should  meet  repulse,  and  sustain 
somewhat  of  defeat,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
conflict,  than  that,  for  the  long  peace  period  of  fifty 
years,  we  should  retain  a  large  military  or  naval 
force,  to  eat  up  the  substance  of  the  people.  These 
are  my  sentiments.  I  know  they  are  too  simple 
and  too  republican  to  accord  with  the  sublimated 
notions  of  the  party  about  to  enter  into  power.  It 
is  my  consolation,  however,  to  feel  assured  that 
they  will  meet  the  approbation  of  (hose  who  sent 
me  here. 

In  further  illustration  of  tbe  position  |that  the 
"rfavt-ojf"  policy  had  prevailed  for  the  la»t  year, 
two  anecdotes  had  been  related,  the  one  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  [Mr.  Evans,]  and  the  other 
by  his  colleague,  [Mr  Barnard.  J  The  honorable 
member  from  Maine  had  told  us  that  the  frigate 
Constellation  had,  during  the  last  summer,  been  de- 
tained several  days,  if  not  weeks,  at  Boston,  from 
the  inability  of  the  Navy  Department  to  supply  its 
purser  with  the  necessary  funds  for  sailing,  and 
told  us  quite  an  affecting  tale  about  the  purser's 
having  been  imprisoned  for  liabilities  which  he 
had  incurred  for  the  Government.  Mr.  V.  said  he 
thought  that  common  justice,  not  to  say  common 
courtesy,  required  gentlemen  to  inquire  of  the 
beads  of  Departments  whether  there  was  any  foun- 
dation for  such  complaints,  before  they  took  upon 
themselves  the  responsibility,  most  probably  upon 
the  mere  representation  of  some  dissatisfied  subor- 
dinate, who  may  have  had  unpalatable  justice  done 
him,  to  make  statements  of  this  description.  He 
had  done  what  tbe  gentleman  from  Maine  had 
omitted  to  do— applied  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy 
for  a  true  statement  of  facts  connected  with  the  al- 
leged detention  of  the  frigate  Constellation,  and  here 
was  his  answer: 

«  "Navy  Dbvarthbnt,.  January  26, 1841. 

"Sou  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  date,  requesting  a  slate- 
mem  of  the4  causes  which  delayed  the  sailing  of  the  frigate 
Constellation,  I  hare  the  honor  to  communicate  the  following 
Information. 

"The  first  cstase  was  the  want  of  money:  the  second,  the 
want  of  men.  The  appropriations  for  the  year  1840  not  haying 
been  made  by  Congress  anii)  the  month  of  July,  those  of  the 
preceding  year  became  exhausted  to  such  a  degree,  as,  for  a 
considerable  time,  to  disable  the  Department  from  carrying  on 
any  other  than  the  most  ordinary  operations  of  the  service. 

"When  this  indispensable  requisite  was  supplied  by  the 
passage  of  the  Nary  Appropriation  bill,  in  July,  there  were 
not  a  sufficient  number  of  able  seamen  at  the  different  stations 
to  eompletethe  complement  of  the  two  vessels  destined  for  the 
East  Indies,  although  recruiting  had  been  constantly  joing  on, 
and  bounties  given  as  an  additional  inducement.  This  defi- 
ciency was  not  remedied  until  the  beginning  of  September, 
when  the  Coneteflation  was  put  in  commission,  and  her  officers 
appointed.  Subsequently,  the  officer  designated  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  squadron  fell  sick,  and  baring  been  officially  re- 
Sorted  to  the  Department  as  mentally  and  physically  disquah- 
ed  for  the  performance  of  his  duties,  was  detached  from  the 
Constellation,  and  another  appointed.  This  occasioned  a  third 
delay  of  some  two  or  three  weeks. 

During  tho  period  which  thus  elapsed  from  the  appointment 
of  the  purser  to  thai  ship,  to  the  receipt  of  her  sailing  orders, 
the  had  ample  time  to  procure,  and  it  was  presumed  ad  pro- 
cured, all  the  suppliee  necessary  to  his  department,  as  all 
his  requisitions  for  funds  had  been  complied  with,  and  h  was 
the  province  of  his  commanding  officer  to  see  that  he  perform- 


ed hie  duty.  After,  however,  the  order  for  the  sailing  of  the 
Constellation  had  been  issued,  (he  purser  made  a  reqvJstlioa 
for  $41,000  without  specifying  the  precise  objects  to  which  the 
money  was  to  be  applied.  Having  every  reaaon  to  believe  that 
he  had  at  this  late  period  already  procured  and  paid  for  all  his 
supplies,  it  was  presumed  that  this  sum  was  required  to  be 


carried  out  in  dollars  to  meet  any  incidental  expenses  that 
might  arise  on  her  passage  to  Rio  Janeiro,  where  she  was  < 
deredto  stop  to  replenish  her  supplies,  for  the  payments 
which  her  commander  was  authorised  to  draw  on  Barings, 


was  ot- 
of 

iaed  to  draw  on  Barim 

Brothers,  and  Company  of  London. 

So  large  a  sum  was  not,  there/ore,  deemed  necessary  to  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  supposed  to  have  been  drawn,  and 
•6,000  was  substituted,  that  being  deemed  quite  sufficient  It 
afterwards  appeareacnat  the  purser  had  not  yet  paid  for  his 
supplies,  although  all  his  requisitions  bad  been  promptly  com- 
plied with,  with  thin  single  exception,  and  was,  it  appears  then 
arrested  by  his  creditors  at  Boston,  In  the  apprehension  that  the 
vessel  was  about  to  sail.  A  delay  of  several  days  occurred  in- 
consequence. It  will  thus  be  perceived  that  th*  state  of  the 
Treasury  had  no  connection  whatever  with  the  detention  of 
this  teasel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

V«rjr  respectfully,  sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant 
J.  K.  PAULDING. 
Honorable  A.  Vamdkbfooi- 

House  of  RepresentatiTea, 

Here,  sir,  is  a  true  statement  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  detention  of  the  frigate  constel- 
lation. Bat  it  was  proper  that  he  should  state 
another  fact  in  regard  to  this  parser,  which  wonld, 
probably,  account  for  the  origin  of  the  complaint 
which  the  honorable  member  from  Maine  had  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  before  the  House.  He 
had  been  informed  (and  he  had  derived  his  infor- 
mation from  the  highest  and  most  responsible 
source)  that  the  stores  which  the  pursers  distribute 
to  the  crews  of  ships  of  war,  are  divided  into  "**- 
eessaricV'  "comforti,"  and  "fcuwvt."  Bread  and 
meat  come  under  the  head  of  "necessaries/"  Tea 
and  coffee,  according  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Nary,  fall  under  the  denomination 
of  "comforts*,"  and  tobacco,  if  you  please,  under 
that  of  "luxuries;*'  that  the  purser  is  authorized  to 
charge  a  much  larger  per  centage  of  profits  upon 
"cemjoris"  than  "huwriee"  and  that  this  purser 
claimed  the  right  to  charge  for  tea  and  coffee  as  for 
"foaarief ."  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  forbade 
him  to  do  so,  at  which  the  purser  took  umbrage, 
and  wished  to  be  detached  from  tbe  vessel,  but  the 
Secretary  refused  to  yield  to  this  wish.  This  just 
interference  of  the  Secretary  with  the  plans  and  in- 
tentions of  the  purser  bad,  no  doubt,  been  the 
means,  direct  or  indirect,  of  bringing  to  the  const- 
deration  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  the  in- 
formation upon  this  subject  which'  he  had 
felt  constrained  to  lay  before  the  House:  and 
he  would  now  submit  it  to  the  candor  of  thai 
gentleman  whether  he  bad  treated  the  Secretary 
with  perfect  fairness.  He  would  consider  it  as 
doing  great  injustice  even  to  himself,  if9  the  strength 
of  export*  representations,  made  to  him  by  an  em- 
bittered man,  who  should  come  sneaking  to  him 
with  his  tales  of  abuse,"  without  the  courage  and 
manliness  to  authorize  bis  name  to  be  given  as 
their  author,  he  should  here  chargejhigh  and  mosl 
respectable  public  officers  with  official  delinquency. 
The  honorable  member  from  Maine  will}  perceive 
that  I  have  not  forgotten  his  communication, 
anonymous  as  to  the  flnue,  about  the  "etdentarf 
ihi/iiie"  of  Florida. 

So,  also,  in  regard  to  the  certificates  for  works  on 
the  fortifications,  alluded  to  by  several  gentlemen, 
on  which,  it  was  said,  interest  had  been  charged  by 
the  banks,  to  the  prejudice  of  tbe  poor  laborers, 
He  understood  the  following  to  be  the  truth  of  this 
matter:  During  the  long  session  ot  Congress,  the 
approations  are  not  generally  made,  till  the  month 
of  June  or  July.  Early  in  the  spring,  and  in  anti- 
capation  of  the  appropriations,  laborers  on  the  pub- 
lic works,  being  oat  of  employment,  have  genearl- 
ly  been  in  the  habit  of  pressing  the  superintendents 
of  the  works  with  importunities  tojpermit  them 
t o  commence  working  immediately,  offering  to  take 
their  chance  of  the  appropriations  being  made. 
Superintendents  have  frequently  yielded  to  their 
importunitiff,  and  at  the  end  of  each  week  given 
them  certificates  of  the  balance  due  them  for  the 
past  week,  to  be  paid  "when  the  appropriation  for  the 
work  ihouldbe  wade."  These  laborers,  pressed  by 
immediate  want,  have  always  been  more  or  less 
in  ihe  habit  of  getting  these  certificates  cashed,  by 
deducting  an  amount  equal  to  tbe  interest  up  to 
the  period  when  the  appropriations  would  pfobablv 
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be  made;  and  no  member  of  any  party  has  ever 
been  patriotic  enough  to  rise  in  bis  place  and  de- 
nounce ibis  practice.    It  was  all  considered  right— 
acquiesced  in  by  the  good  men  of  all  parties}  bat 
bow  soon  are  the  sympathies  of  honorable  gentle- 
men for  ,tbe  "poor  Ubmrn.on  the  public  works 
awakened,  when,  in  consequence  of  the  legislation 
of  Congress,  payment  for  his  voluntary  labor  has 
been  postponed  lor  a  few  months.    The  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress  did  not  terminate  till  after  the 
30th  day  of  July.    On   about  the  last  day  of  the 
session,  an  appropriation  bill  passed  which  con- 
tained a  provision  authorizing  and  requiring  the 
President  to  postpone  the  appropriations  for  certain 
public  works,  if  in  his  estimation  the  condition  of 
the  Treasury  require  it.    In  October  last,  appro- 
priations for  some  of  the  works  were,  in  a  mea- 
sure, suspended.  ^Still  laborers,  upon  some  of  them, 
insisted  upon  going  on,  preferring  to  labor  on  and 
take  the  chance  of  getting  their  pay,  as  they  had 
always  been  accustomed  to  do  during  the  long  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  to  being  left  wholly  idle  and  with 
out  employment.    Certificates  of  the  amount  due 
them  for  their  labor  were  given,payab)e,  the  most 
of  them  in  January,  1841.    Pressed  by  their  ne- 
cessities, some  ot  them  got  them  discounted,  by  de- 
ducting the  interest,  not  to  an  uncertain  period— to 
one  that  might  never  arrive,  as  they  had  voluntari- 
ly been  wont  to  do,  during  every  long  session  of 
Congret  s— but  to  a  day  certain,  to  which  the  Secreta- 
ry of  War  had  seen  fit  to  postpone  payment,  un- 
der a  power  given  by  an  express  law  of  Congress. 
And  this  wis  the  "need  and  front"  of  the  offending 
of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War  against  the 
laborers  upon  the  public  works.     This  was  the 
great  item  of  proof  relied  upon  by  several  gentle- 
men, to  establish  the  fact,  that  a  most  flagitious 
"slave  off*  policy  bad  distinguished  the  la»t  year  of 
ibis  administration.    Now,  he  would  put  it  to  his 
colleague  [Mr.  Barnard]  whether  he  had  not  yield- 
ed too  credo  ous  an  ear  to  garrulous  informers, 
who  had  communicated  to  him  information  without 
daring  to  make  public  their  names,  information  too, 
upon  which  he  felt  authorized  to  found  "impeach- 
uunfi"  against  a  high  officer  of  the  Government. 
He  must  here  be  permitted  to  say,  that  with  all  his 
colleague's  professions  of  candor;  notwithstanding 
his  express  disavowal  of  any  intention  "to  assail 
the  Administration  or  any  body  connected  with  it,** 
he  had  in  his,  (Mr.  V.*s)  estimation,  done  this 
same  Administration  most  glaring  injustice,  and 
Bad  confirmed  him  in  the  conviction  of  what  he 
bad  long  believed,  that  those  gentlemen  who  were 
loudest  in  professions  of  fairness  were  generally 
faintest  in  its  performance. 

Again:  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  tells  us 
in  his  annual  report,  that  ihe  receipts  for  1841  will 
amount  to  #24,160,000,  vrz: 
Customs  -  -  -  1 1 9,000,000 

Lands  ....      3,500,000 

Miscellaneous  ...  80,000 

Balance   in  Treasury,  January  1ft, 
1841  ....      1580,855 


#94,160,855 
That  our  expenditure  s'for  the  year  are  estimated 
as  follows: 

For  ordinary  purposes  -  -  #19,250,000 

Debt  of  the  District  of  Columbia      -         149  000 
Redemption  of  Treasury  notes  -      4,500  000 

#23  899,000 
It  is  said  that  the  Secretary  is  wild  in  his  calcu- 
lations; that  our  receipts  will  not  come  up  to 
twenty  four  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  our  ex- 
penditures will  far  exceed  #93,899,000.  On  what 
ground  do  the  great  impeaching  parties,  who  have 
entered  the  lists  against  the  Secretary,  undertake 
to  impeach  bis  accuracy?  Why,  one  gentleman 
tells  us  that  his  "  annual  guesses,"  have  been 
wofully  wide  of  the  mark;  and  that,  therefore,  bis 
estimates  are  not  entitled  to  any  confidence  at  our 
bands.  From  the  speeches  of  these  distin- 
guished adepts  in  finance,  it  would  seem,  that 
in  the  annual  estimates  of  the  various  heads 
of.  the  fiscal  departments  of  your  Govern- 
ment, to  discrepancies  ever  occurred  before 
Mr.  Woodbury  cam?  into  cnlce.  It  has  become 
entirely  too  fashionable  among  those  who  nave 


any  pretensions  to  fairness  or  justice,  to  sreak  of 
the  preseut  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  terms  ap- 
plicable to  only  the  Prince  of  Blunderers.  The  flip* 
pancy  with  which  mere  tmatterera  in  finance  In- 
dulge in  this  train  ef  remarks,  has  long  since  satis- 
fied me  that  they  are  prompted  to  it  lolely  by  the 
consideration  lad  U  km  become  fashionable.  He  re- 
gard- d  Mr.  Woodbury  as  a  most  faithful  and  in- 
valuable public  officer,  one  whose  reputation,  as 
the  fiscal  head  of  your  Government,  would  survive 
the  captious  criticisms  of  bitter,  unfair,  and  preju- 
diced opponents.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  table  of 
estimates  and  receipts  of  the  Government  for  the 
last  twenty-five  yea/s,  from  which  it  appeared  that, 
with  the  exception  of  the  single  bloated  year  of 
1836,  the  average  difference  between  the  estimates 
and  receipts  in  re»pect  to  custom*,  had  been  less, 
under  Mr.  Woodbnry*s  administration,  than  under 
any  administration  of  the  finances  within  that  pe- 
riod. In  1816,  under  Mr.  Dallas,  me  receipts  from 
customs  were  estimated  at  .  f  2 1,000, 000 

The  actual  receipts  from  that  source 

were  ....    36,306,874 

Difference    .  .      '     .    15,306,874 

fa  1833,  Mr.  McLane  estimated  the  receipts  from 

cu=t*>ms  at  .  .  .  $21,000,000 

The  *  actual  receipts    from   customs 

were  .  .  .      '     .    29,033,508 


Difference    .  .  .    |8,032,508 

This  table  is  at  the  service  of  gentlemen.  They 
are  welcome  to  look  at  it,  and  repent  if  they  are 
conscientious  men,  of  their  unjust  denunciations 
against  Mr.  Woodbury,  for  what  they  have  politi- 
cally denominated  his  "wild  guesses." 

How  small,  after  all,  the  discrepancy  between 
the  estimates  and  actual  receipts  of  last  year  I  In 
December,  1839,  the  Secretary  estimated  the  re- 
ceipts from  ordinary  sources  at  -  f  18  500,000 
The  actoal  receipts  were       -  -    17,119,000 


Difference  only   -  -  -    $1,481,000 

Had  Congress,  as  the  Secretary  recommended, 
graduated  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  created 
a  few  more  land  districts,  enough  would,  most  pro- 
bably, have  been  realized,  not  only  to  have  covered 
the  above  e&timaie,  but  to  bsve  paid  the  outstand- 
ing Treasury  notes.  Btfi  let  him  (Mr.  V.)  ask 
here,  whether  the  specimens  and  evidences  of  the 
financial  skill  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  so  uncere- 
moniously impeached  the  accuracy  of  the  Secre- 
tary, were  so  Mr  iking  as  to  give  any  very  great 
weight  to  their  "impeachments."  Quite  the  con- 
trary, in  his  estimation.  He  trusted  he  h;.d  al- 
ready; in  same  measure,  "impeached"  the  inv 
peachers.  He  had  ?hown,  he  thought,  pretty  con- 
clusively, that  the  existence  of  a  huge  national  debt 
wos  the  mere  dream  of  heated  partisans;  thtt  the 
facts  and  figures  put  forth  in  support  of  it  had  been 
mist  successfully  turned  against  their  authors. 
Now  he  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  very  discordant  character  of  the 
means  and  data  by  which  they  sought  to  impeach 
the  accuracy  of  the  Secretary.  His  colleague;  [Mr. 
Barhjrd,]  in  his  tablc.of  "guesses*1  and  "probabili- 
ties," made  all  the  charges  on  the  Treasury  /br 
1841  amount  to         -  -  -  $27,569,000 

And  the  receipts  of  the  same  year  to  -    20,042,618 


Deficit    ....    $7,526,382 
The  gentleman  from  Maine>  In    his    table  of 
"guessn"  and  "probabilities,"  made  all  the  de- 
mands on  the  Treasury  for  1841        -  $31,6^5  000 
All  the  receipts  to      -  -  -    24,723,000 

Deficit  -  -  -    $6962,000 

Now,  how  diflVreat  the  process  by  which  they 
obtained  their  mp  c'ive  results.  The  gentlemsn 
frW  Maine  had  beaten  his  colleague  in  his  esfi- 
matc  of  charge*  on  the  year,  in  the  sum  of  $4,116  - 
000,  and  still  his  colleague  had  beaten  him  in 
cyphering  out  a  deficiency  by  the  sum  of  nearly  a 
million  of  dollars !  How  bad  he  done  this!  Why, 
he  had  cyphered  down  the  resources  of  the  year  to 
only  $20,042^382;  whereas  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  admitted  that  they  would  amount  to  $24,- 
723,000;  but  te  make  his  sum  come  out  to  his 
liking,'  he  bad  cyphered  up  the  charges  on  the 


Treasury  more  than  four  millions  of  dollars  higher 
than  his  fellow  impeacher'  So  that  one  seemed 
to  excel  in  cyphering  up,  and  the  other  in  cypher- 
ing down,  and  between  two  arithmeticians  so  ex- 
pert in  their  respective  lines,  it  was  very  difficult  to 
say  what  would  become  of  poor  Mr.  Woodbury. 
The  aggregate  amount  of  their  differences  was 
$8,796,382 ! !  The  one  contended  that  hfr.  Wood- 
bury's estimate  of  receipts  from  customs  was 
much  loo  high;  the  other  admitted  that  the  receipts 
from  this  source  would,  no  doubt,  come  up  to  the 
Secretary's  estimates;  and 'still,  with  all  their  con- 
tradictions, clashing*,  and  discrepancies,  they 
seemed  to  "lay  (he  flattering  unction  to  their  souls" 
that  tbey  had  succeeded  in  impeaching  the  accuracy, 
if  not  the  integrity,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  "self-congratulatton&"  cf  the  Secretary,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  saw  fit  to  designate  a 
paragraph  or  two  of  his  annual  report,  had  formed 
the  subject  of  no  little  sarcasm  with  that  honorable 
member.  The  Secretary  had,  indeed,  cause  to  che- 
rish pride  in  reviewing  his  official  career.  Was  it 
not  much  to  the  credit  of  that  officer,  that,  during 
the  last  four  years,  when  individuals,  banks,  and 
even  Stat.t,  had  been  brought  into  dishonor  by  a 
failure  to  meet  their  engagements,  this  Government 
had  maintained  its  credit  unimpaired,  notwith- 
standing two  suspensions  by  the  bank*?  Was  it 
not  true  that  the  Government  had,  within  the  last 
six  years,  paid  all  its  current  expenditures,  aa  well 
as  the  extraordinary  ones,  of  Indian  wars  and 
treaties,  and  deposited  with  the  Sutes  twenty-eight 
millions  of  dollars,  without  imposing  any  addi- 
tional taxes  on  the  Feople;  without  creating  a  new 
funded  debt;  and  that,  too,  under  the  process  of 
biennial  reductions  of  the  tariff?  Did  not  Mich  a 
review  furnish  legitimate  and  meet  abundant  cause 
of  self-congratulation? 

Lastly.  It  was  contended  by  the  gentlemen  who 
had  preceded  him,  that  the  deficit  which  they  seem- 
ed to  imagine  they  had  cyphered  out,  ought  to  be 
supplied  by  imposing  an  immediate  tax  on  silks 
and  wines.  To  this  he,  Mr.  V.  would  respond, 
that  if  the  receipts  from  sources  that  now  existed  . 
were  sufficient  to  carry  the  Government  through 
the  year  as  he  had  attempted  to  prove,  why  should 
we,  a  defeated  party,  relieve  our  victorious  adver- 
saries from  the  responsibility,  or  rob  them  of  the 
glory,  of  adjusting  a  new  tariff  of  duties?  We  all 
know,  sir,  that  neit  year,  there  must  be  a  revises 
of  the  whole  tariff.  The  work  could  be  belter 
done  as  a  waeie  than  by  pieeemenk.  We  appreci- 
ate the  kindness  and  disinterestedness  wbieb 
prompt  you  to  ask  us  to  share  with  you  the  f  lory  of 
this  great  work;  but  we  are  willing  to  forego  all 
the  profit  and  honor  of  aa  undertaking  which  kgi* 
mately  belongs  to  you. 

A  tax  upon  luxuries— upon  silks  and  wines- 
articles  consumed  only  by  the  rich.  This  vas 
quit*  an  adcaptandum  proposition;  but  it  would 
be  vastly  more,  taking  in  its  character,  if  accompa- 
nied with  a  proposition,  to  relieve,  in  the  mean  tune, 
from  taxation,  necessaries  consumed  by  taw  poor; 
but  while  you  pick  tne  pockets  of  the  rich  under  me 
wine  and  silk  tax,  do  you  propose  to  tauten  fie  bur- 
thens of  the  poor  in  the  same  ratio?  By  no  means. 
You  continue  to  make  all  your  present  exactions 
^from  the  poor.  Glorious  charity  aad  beDefieeoee 
this  11  It  is  very  like  robbing  the  poor,  and,  in- 
stead of  making  restitution  to  them,  atoning  for 
your  offence  by  robbing  the  rich  also.  There  was 
much  force  in  the  admonition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  that  we  should  con- 
sider*- well  consider,  aad  pause,  before  we  did  any 
act  which  might,  bj  possibility,  diminish  the  con- 
sumption of  onr  great  staple,  cotton,  in  France. 
He  (Mr.  Y.)  bad  long  looked  upon  the  increase  of 
that  consumption  as  one  of  the  brightest  prospects) 
of  the  exporting  section  of  our  country.  Beware 
bow  you  interfere  with  it.  Begin  not  the  work,  m 
the  offensive  form  now  proposed,  by  singling  out 
for  taxation,  from  among  the  long  list  of  free  arti- 
cles, articles  of  French  manufacture  alone.  Eng- 
land constantly  threatens  to  foster,  to  create  a  rival 
in  the  East  for  the  growth  of  our  great  staple. 
France  has  indulged  in  ne  such  unfriendly  threats. 
She  has  not  held  or  encouraged  any  itmirld*a  con- 
vention," to  destroy  your  domestic  institutions.  You 
will  soon  have  the  opportunity  of  reaching  her  an- 
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der  circumstances  less  offensive,  when  you  come 
to  revise  your  whole  tariff  of  duties.  You  will 
then,  if  all  toe  mad  and  magnificent  schemes  of 
the  day  are  to  be  consummated,  be  not  only  autho- 
rized, but  compelled,  to  tax  silks  and  wines,  per- 
haps, far  beyond  the  maximum  of  your  compro- 
mise bill.  Yes,  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  among  the  States — raise,  by  duties,  enough, 
to  supply  the  vacuum — and  you  will  require  more 
than  twenty  per  cent,  duty  upon  ail  imports  to  sup- 
port your  Government.  And  then,  for  (he  conso- 
lation of  the  Southern  wing  of  the  great  Whig 
army,  let  me  say  that,  with  the  benefit  of  exchange, 
cash  duties,  and  home  valuation,  the  Yankees  will 
have  infinitely  the  best  of  the  bargain. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  HAND, 

OP  NEW  YORK, 
li»  the  House  of  Represtttiativta,  Monday,  March  1, 
1841— In  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  on  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
certain  fortifications  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  on  a  motion  to  substitute 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affair*  Cor  the  one  under  consideration. 
Mr.  HAND  said:  he  sincerely  hoped  the  substi- 
tution would  be  made.    If  it  was  proposed  to  pro- 
vide for  the  defences  of  the  country,  it  was  desira- 
ble it  should  be  done  systematically.    Besides,  in- 
creasing the  few  works  in  the  bill  from  the  Com- 
mittee, of  Ways  and  Means-  to    the    additional 
amount  proposed  in  the  bill  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  would  result,  perhaps,  in  the 
passage  of  the  former  with  this  augmentation  as  to 
these  particular  works,  and  in  the  neglect  of  the 
others  in  the  last  mentioned  bill,  thereby  not  only 
producing  very  unequal  legislation,  but  pushing 
forward  some  stations  with  increased  vigor,  while 
others  of  admitted  paramount  importance,  by  the 
mere  forms  of  legislation,  would  remain  entirely 
neglected.    By  adopting  the  general  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  the  founda- 
tion of  a  system  would  be  laid,  which,  when  com- 
pleted, would  place  this  nation  in  a  state  of  com- 
parative safety.    He  knew  it  was  usual,  on  these 
general  appropriation  bills,  to  be  very  diffuse  as  to 
topics.    The  tariff,  distribution  of  the  public  lands, 
the   "great  political  change,"  and  various  other 
matters,  had  recently  been  very  liberally  comment- 
ed upon.    For  himself,  he  had  settled  views  on 
most  of  these  subjects,  which  he  would  express, 
should  his  duty  call  upon  him  to  do  so-,  but  he  pre- 
ferred in  discussion  not  to  mix  up  matters  so  im- 
portant. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  was  one  of  those  who  believe  we 
may  have  war  with  England;  not  soon,  probably, 
but  before  our  present  difficulties  with  that  nation 
are  definitively  adjusted.  England,  if  she  would, 
Qannot  long  remain  quiet.  She  has  an  immense  na- 
val and  military  power,  which  she  supports  at  an 
enormous  annual  expense,  which  bears  heavy 
on  her  working  classes;  and  the  people  will  not 
long  consent  to  that  burden,  it'  that  power  long 
continue  inactive.  The  "concern"  requires  busi- 
ness. But,  again.  Whoever  has  watched  England 
since  the  commencement  of  ibis  century,  may  well 
believe  in  the  probability  of  a  change  in  the  inter- 
nal affaire  of  that  great  people.  The  mart  will, 
perhaps,  not  always  be  quiescent  in  their  present 
condition.  Theic  Government  will,  therefore,  en- 
deavor to  divert  them  by  the  excitement  of  war — 

"Lest  rest,  an*  lying  iini,  might  make  them  look 
Too  near  unto  my  stale." 

So  too,  in  time,  that  bigh-soanding  boast  *  of 
"mistress  of  the  ocean"  will  become  irksome  to  us, 
particularly  if  it  is  occasionally  forced  upon  our 
recollection  by  a  too  haughty  bearing  or  insolent 
aggression.  When  that  supremacy  shall  be  made 
a  point,  then  in  truth  the  contest  will  be  a  severe 
one.  Indeed,  our  difficulties  with  that  country 
seem  gradually  to  thicken.  That  id  relation  to  the 
Northwest  Territory  he  deemed  most  important, 
and  when  that  shall  be  agitated,  he  looked  for  the 
rapture  which  he  thought  their  combined  difficul- 
ties might  ultimately  produce.  Much  had  been 
said  about  MeLeod.  Upon  that  subject  he  did  not 
propose  to  dwell.  He  would  tfnly  say,  with  refer- 
ence to  some  strictures  that  had  been  made  here 


upon  the  ebullition  of  feeling  which  bad  occasion- 
ally, in  times  past,  shown  itself  on  the  Northern 
frontier,  that,  while  be  held  that  every  man  should 
do  nothing  unbecoming  a  good  citizen,  yet  gentle- 
men at  a  distance  from  the  transactions  might 
judge  with  too  much  severity.  None  but  those 
who  were  witnesses  to  the  intolerable  wrongs  done 
by  the  exercise  of  that  bull-dog  spirit  which  some- 
times characterises  a  provincial  domination  should 
judge  of  the  high  feeling  of  condemnation  they 
might  produce.  Were  they  in  daily  intercourse 
with  the  victims,  they  might  perhaps  allow  even 
good  citizens  to  "sympathize." 

But  his  object  (continued  Mr.  H.)  was  to  speak 
of  the  defences  «f  the  country.  He  was  for  adopt- 
ing some  general  plan,  the  progress  of  the  comple- 
tion of  which  should  at  least  keep  pace  with  the 
resources  of  the  country,  and,  if  the  emergency  re- 
quired it,  be  pressed  without  stint  or  delay.'  No 
plan  had  recommended  itself  to  his  mind  so  much 
as  a  system  of  fortifications.  The  question, 
with  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  be  between 
fortifications  and  an  increase  of  the  Navy.  He 
was  in  no  way  opposed  to  the  Navy.  It  had 
been,  and  would  be  again,  the  pride  of  the 
nation,  and  he  would  keep  it  on  a  respectable 
fooling.  Bit  he  would  give  a  few  rea- 
sons, why,  in  time  of  peace,  we  should 
establish  a  line  of  fortification*  in  preference,  per- 
haps, to  any  thing  else.  Bat  he  would  first  re- 
mark upon  an  objection  now  frequently  beard, 
and,  indeed,  strongly  urged  in  the  debate  on  trrs 
question  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Pickens,]  that  'fortifications  were  becoming 
useless,  owing  to  the  improvements  in  the  art  of 
war.'  He  was  aware  that  such  things  had  been 
said,  and  predicted  by  some  who  pretend  to  under- 
stand the  siibjf  ct.  But  ha  (Kir.  H.)  had  given  the 
subject  some  attention,  and  so  had  the  War  De- 
partment, as  appeared  by  the  able  documents  fur- 
nished us  last  session;  and,  from  all  he  could  ascer- 
tain, the  changes  rendered  fortifications  more  indfr- 
x  pensable  than  ever.  Indeed,  the  greatest  changes 
ajppear  to  be  going  on  in  naval  tactics.  This,  if  so, 
would  as  well  be  an  argument  against  the  increase 
of  the  navy.  There  is  another  consideration  which 
weighed  much  with  him;  which  is,  that  England, 
who  could  not  be  supposed  to  be  much  behind  in 
these  improvements,  is  at  this  moment  building  new 
and  rebuilding  the  old  fortresses  in  her  North 
American  possessions,  with  great  care  and  expense 
which  she  would  not  do  if  she  thought  them  use- 
less. 

A  system  of  fortifications,  be  thought,  should  be 
adopted,  because,  too,  it  required  time  for  their  exe- 
cution. Such  works,  if  built  efficiently,  progress 
slowly.  This  was  not  the  case  wi:h  a  navy.  Ma- 
terials for  the  latter  could  be  provided,  and  when 
wanted,  but  a  short  period  would  be  required  for 
completion.  This  is  fully  illustrated  by  a  state- 
ment of  the  time  and  cost  of  repairing  our  navy, 
kindly  furnished  him  by  the  Department,  and 
which  he  held  in  his  hand. 

Again:  the  expense  was  comparatively  small. 
The  Secretary  of  War  last  year  sent  us  a  general 
plan  of  fortifications.  This  contained  works  in 
classes,  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  P.  Omitting  those  in  F, 
which  are  only  proposed  for  some  late  period,  and 
the  remainder  will  give  us  ninety-five  forts  for  the 
maritime  frontier  from  Passamaquoddy  to  the  Sa- 
bine, for  leas  than  ten  millions;  fourteen  forts.  Ac. 
for  the  Northern  frontier,  for  little  more  than  two 
millions;  and  fifteen  barracks  for  the  Western  fron- 
tier, costing  less  than  one  million;  total,  thirteen 
millions.  This  would  furnish  the  two  great  lines 
of  frontier,  North  and  South,  of  this  nation,  with 
cordons  of  safe  fortifications  for  ages.  The  neces- 
sary additional  ordnance,  and  one  hundred  rounds 
of  ammunition,  can  be  supplied  for  three  antl  three- 
fourth  millions;  making  in  all  but  sixteen  and  three- 
fourth  millions.  The  report  on  these  subjects,  and 
upon  the  art  and  science  of  war  generally,  reflects 
great  credit  upon  the  Secretary  and  the  military 
officers,  his  coadjutors. 

It  is  very  different  wifh  the  navy;  the  mere  de- 
cay and  increase  of  which,  since  1816,  has  cost  the 
nation  thirty -one  and  a  quarter  millions.  Again, 
not  only  the  expense,  but  another  argument  in  fa- 
vor of  fortifications  is  their  durability.    Well  built, 


they  dilapidate  very  slowly,  and  are  cheaply  kept 
in  repair.  On  the  contrary,  other  means  of  de- 
fence, and  particularly  a  navy,  are  subject  to  de- 
cay. By  the  following  extract  from  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  transmitted  to 
us  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  at 
the  opening  of  this  session,  it  appears  that  the  ex- 
pense of  keeping  good  our  naval  armament  is  very 
great: 

The  estimated  value  of  these  vessels,  and  of  the  ■tores*  on 
hand  for  their  completion  or  equipment,  may  be  stated  at  about 
the  following  sums: 

Vessels.  Stores.  Total 

For  1816,  94,866,000  #736,000  t6.l00.0us 

ForlSiO,  ^826,000  6,628>6  16^346 

Gain,  M6O,p0O,    ^  6,893,346  11,366,316 

Money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  October,  1840,  1,386,900 

.   Showing  a  total  gain  in  values  of  #12,739^66 


The  amounts  which  have  been  available  for  those 
objects,  from  1816to  1810,  both  inclusive,  have  been: 
Under  gradual  increase  of  the  navy  •  .  .  $6,000,000 

Under  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy  -    3,897,710 

For  building  and  rebuilding  vessels,  specially  •    2,468,710 

•  14,366,480 

•  16,896,430 


Total    • 
And  for  repairs  and  for  ordnance 

Making  the  total  of  available  appropriations,  31,242,860 
The  increase  of  values,  as  above  .  12,739^966 

deducted  from  the  appropriation,  leaves    •  $18,603,584 

astheamountwbiehhas  been  expended  to  meet 
the  actual  loss  or  decay,  or  to  preserve  the  values 
which  were  on  hand  in  1816. 
This  sum  divided  by  26  (the  number  of  years  in 
eluded)  gives  lor  the  annual  less  and  decay  -    *740,143 

or  about  141  per  cent,  annually  on  the  original  cost 
of  the  vessels  afloat  in  1816,  which  were  fit  for 
naval  use. 

He  begged  not  to  be  misunderstood.  In  contrast- 
ing the  two  modes  of  defence,  naval  and  military, 
he  was  not  attempting  to  disparage  the  former. 
Far  from  it.  Both  are  absolutely  necessary.  All 
he  was  endeavoring  to  show  is,  reasons  for  increas- 
ing the  latter  now,  if  there  are  means  for  one  only. 
He  believed  if  the  system  of  fortifications  proposed 
was  adopted,  the  country,  in  a  short  lime,  will  be 
in  a  fair  state  of  defence,  and  that  too,  without  in- 
volving it  in  debt.  From  a  statement  the  War 
Department  furnished  him  last  session,  he  found 
we  had  68  vessels,  three  of  which  are  irreparable,and ' 
the  others  could  be  rebuilt  or  completely  repaired 
for  about  five  and  a  quarter  millions.  So  that  after 
the  expenditure  of  about  twenty- two  millions,  we 
should  have  194  forts,  Ac.  and  7,948  cannon  on 
land,  (now  4,708)  65  vessels  of  war,  bearing  9,036 
gun*,  and  about  690,000  muskets,  besides  all  the 
munitions  of  war  in  the  hands  of  the  States. 

But  there  were  other  reasons  why  he  was  in  fa- 
vor of  adopting  a  system  of  fortifications.  This 
nation,  from  its  position  and  the  genius  of  the  peo- 
ple, will  not  make  war  for  territory,  profit,  or  ag- 
grandisement. It  has  more  territory  than  its  peo- 
ple can  occupy,  with  an  extensive  frontier;  and 
that  people  have  a  national  aversion  to  immense 
armaments,  large  standing  armies,  and  heavy  taxa- 
tion. Nor  do  they  expect  to  defend  their  frontier 
by  a  constant  force.  Upon  the  militiaman,  well 
armed,  defending  his  own  fireside,  mast  this  nation 
depend  to  repel  invasion.  We  shall  act  on  the  de- 
fensive, aid  pursue  the  course  of  onward  prosperi- 
ty, in  the  quiet  paths  of  peace  as  much  as  possible. 
May  it  always  be  so.  A  distinguished  writer  says: 
*' Happy*  the  nation  whose  history  is  dull  and  mono- 
tonous." But  if  disturbed,  with  fort  fications  as 
rallying  points,  and  as  convenient  depositories  of 
arms  with  just  regulars  enough  to  keep  the  forts 
and  their  contents  in  order  for  any  emergency,  the 
rest  may  be  left  to  the  freemen  of  the  land,  at  least 
until  the  nation  is  fairly  involved  in  the  regular 
conflicts  of  a  settled  war.  Mr.  H.  said  he  had 
great  reliance  on  the  militia.  We  have  now  about 
one  and  a  half  millions  organised,  and  probably  at 
least  three  millions  of  our  citizens  are  able  to  bear 
arms,  and  most  o(  them  familiar  with  their  use. 
These  mast  always  be  formidable  to  an  invading 
foe.  They  have  indeed  already  pre-eminently 
proved  themselves  so.  He  had,  a  matter  of  curl* 
osity,  made  a  few  estimates  from  the  battles  fought 
oa  land,  during  the  last  war  with  England,  as  git  en 
ia  Niles*  Register.  Of  these  there  were  35,  and 
about  70,000  Americans,  and  109,000  British 
troops,  were  the  aggregates  engaged.  In  them 
about  9,300  ef  the  British  ware  killed  and  wound 
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ed.  The  whole  number  of  British  killed  and 
wounded  was,  to  the  whole  number  of  American". 
engaged,  about  as  one  to  seven  and  a  half.  In  the  ten 
battles  fought  by  about  1 6,000  regulars  alone,  the  Bri- 
tish killed  and  wounded  were  to  the  Americans  en- 
gaged as  one  to  nine  and  four-fifths.  And  in  ten 
battles  fought  by  about  18,000  militia  and  volun- 
aeers  alone,  the  British  killed  and  wounded  were  to 
the  Americans  engaged  as  one  to  five.  He  spoke 
this  with  no  purpose  to  dishonor  our  gallant  army. 
They  had  excelled  the  beat  troops  of  Earope.  But 
this  will  be  so  almost  from  the  nature  of  things. 
Their  officers  axe  gallant  fellows,  but  the  mode  of 
firing  is  different.  Beside,  the  tsgulars  have  cer- 
tain imperious  and  systematic  duties  to  perforin, 
and  even  the  battle  ground  is  often  the  field  where 
advantage  is  sought  by  scientific  military  manoeu- 
vre. On  the  contrary-,  the  militia  are  usually  cal  If  d 
out  to  resist  invasion,  and  the  whole  battle  is  often 
a  trial  of  individual  e>kiii  by  keen  and  excited 
marksmen,  making,  under  favorable  circumstances, 
awful  havoc  among  troops  moving  in  compact 
military  order.  While  engaged,  their  sole  buM- 
nese  is  killing. 

Bat  (added  Mr.  H.)  he  did  not  intend  to  detain 
the  oommittee  too  long,  and  should  not  have  spoken 
at  all,  were  it  not  for  the  deep  anxiety  he  felt  for 
some  defence  on  the  frontier  of  the  district  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent.  He  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Affaire,  »ay  that  in  case  of  a  war  with  Eng- 
land, the  Canada*  would  n»t  be  the  theatre  of  ac- 
tion. He  thought  differently.  Every  thing  tended 
to  convince  him  to  the  contrary.  After  troops  have 
been  transported  3,000  miles,  it  was  very  probable, 
that  in  most  cases,  they  would  debark  in  their  own 
^  territory,  where  they  bad  a  place  of  repose,  prepara- 
tion, and  safety.  This  was  a  natural,  a'most  an 
inevitable  consequence,  unless  the  expedition  was 
on  some  particular  service.  This,  at  all  events, 
could  hardly  be  otherwise,  in  ease  of  a  rupture 
within  a  few  years.  The  troops  are  already  in 
Canada,  and  a  strong  force  there,  would  be  indis- 
pensable. 

With  then  views,  he  begged  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  defenceless  state  of  Lake 
Champlain.  No  man  could  shut  his  eyes  to  its 
importance.  It  has  been  the  beaten  track  of  war 
for  the  last  century.  Its  position  is  different  from 
that  of  any  o'her  of  our  waters.  It  heads  in  the 
heart  of  our  country,  crossing  the  Jine  between  the 
two  nations  at  right  angles,  it  terminate*  at  a  safe 
distance. in  the  enemy's  territory.  Besides  all 
this,  it  is  the  first  naturally  feasible  route  of  inciess 
upon  our  people,  after  entering  the  St.  Lawrence. 
Government  immediately  after  the  last  war,  acting 
upon  recent  experience,  tamed  its  attention  to  its 
defence,  but  unfortunately  before  the  line  was  tsta- 
blished.  The  present  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
proper  bureau  have  repeatedly  pressed  the  impor- 
tance of  ibis  place  upon  our  consideration.  Every 
one  coincides  in  opinion  with  them.  The 
British,  too,  know  its  importance.  Strong  fortifi- 
cations command  their  portion  of  it,  and  a  canal 
opening  navigation  into  it,  is  nearly  completed  by 
them.  Indeed  they  had  gone  so  far,  and  were  so 
solicitous,  as  appeared  by  affidavits  in  his  posses- 
sion, «s  to  survey  the  lake  in  the  vicinity  of  our 
contemplated  torUfieaUou*.  He  earnestly  en- 
treated that  this  work  might  not  be  delayed  any 
longer;  and  aa  it  is  jmbraccd  in  the  bill  proposed 
to  be  substituted,  he  hoped  that  would  be  done. 

One  word  more,  and  be  was  done.  Some  here 
have  cautioned  against  a  too  free  expression  of  sen- 
timents, for  fear  of  provoking  a  war  before  we  are 
prepared.  He  deprecated  war,  so  did  bis  consti- 
tuents. But  he  should  do  them  injustice  to  inti- 
mate that  they  would  not  boldly  denounce  all  ag- 
gression, no  matter  by  whom  offered  to  our  country, 
without  reference  to  the  progress  of  preparation. 
Whenever  our  national  honor  is  insulted,  they  are 
always  ready. 

Nom— From  a  statement  furnished  Mr.  H.  from  the  Navy 


Commi«ioner»'  Office  in  April,  1840,  showing  ibe  time  it 
would  require  to  repair,  rebuild,  Ac.  oar  ▼easels  of  war,  it  ap- 
pear* thai  13  vessels,  building,  could  be  completed  in  the  are- 
tag e  time  of  196  days,  21  repaired  and  equipped  ready  for  sea  in 


the  average  time  of  68  days,  and  6  tbep  in  commission  at  sea  in 
the  averaga  time  of  60  days. 
By  their  report  in  1841,  It  appear*  thai  the  earnraissfopers 


have  contracted  for  timber  for  15  ships  of  the  line,  18  frigates,  16 
sloops  of  war,  9  steamers,  and  9  btigs  or  schooners. 

We  have  thirty  nix  vessels  in  comiruwiun.  From  an  English 
military  periodical,  ii  appears  thu  the  British  Government 
have  194  vessels  ol  war  in  communion  bearing  3,786  guns—  31 
of  these  were  in  North  America. 

Extract  from  list  of  veaaeia,  6c.  ol  British  navy,  in  same 
work: 


Name  of 


Niagara  20 


Commander. 


Capt.  Sanborn 
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Canada  1812 1838  Lakes  of  Csnada 


(This,  if  so,  must  be  in  direct  violation  of  treaty.) 
The  same  work  gives  the  armies  and  navies  of  Europe: 


Men. 

"II 

25  > 

Men. 

Great  Britain     • 

114,000 

600 

Naples    • 

30,000 

9 

Russia    - 

660.000 

370j 

Sardinia  • 

30,000 

8 

France    * 

330,000 

300 

Norway  - 

22,000 

Austria    - 

297,000 

4 

Greece    • 

10,000 

3 

Prussia   • 

167,000 

b 

States  of  the  Pope 

$080 

1 

Holland  - 

73,(XJ0 

IS 

Hanover  - 

16,70' 

I 

Spain 

70.000 

Bavaria  • 

43,000 

Belgium  • 

60,000 

Saxony   • 

12,0*0 

Sweden  - 

40,000 

7 

Wurtemburg 

14,000 

Denmark 

38,000 

4 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  UNDERWOOD, 

OF  KENTUCKY, 
In  itu  Home  o/ AeprescnCsnsef.  February  20, 1841— 

Oa  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Civil 

and  Diplomatic  Service  of  the  year  1841. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that,  the  world  over, 
man  was  the  creature  of  the  circumstances  by 
which  he  was  surrounded.  His  opinions!  motives, 
and  actions,  had  their  origin  in  the  animate  and  in- 
animate objects  which  were  constantly  operating 
upon  him,  affecting  his  senses,  and  through  them 
his  intellectual  powers,  and  thus  forming  the  cha- 
racter and  directing  the  conduct  of  life.  These 
circumstances,  according  to  my  observation,  said 
Mr.  U.  "define  the  position11  of  members  in  this 
body.  The  impartial  spectator,  regarding  the  cir- 
cumstances by  which  members  are  surrounded, 
will  perceive  their  true  position  more  accurately 
than  by  taking  it  from  their  own  flattering  defini- 
tions. In  viewing  the  position  of  members,  and 
definiqg  it  for  myself,  there  are  some  striking  charac- 
teristics in  the  different  altitudes  presented  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  people.  There  is  an  Allan- 
tic  or  seaboard' posiiion,  which  does  not  harmonize 
altogether  with  mine;  which  u  entirely  in'and  or 
"backwoods."  There  is  a  city  position,  which, 
contrasts  very  strikingly  with  the  village  or  country 
position,  which  most  of  us  on  this  floor  occupy. 
There  is  a  Northern  and  a  Southern  position:  and 
a  listener  to  the  debates  in  both  branches  of  Con- 
gress would  almost  conclude  that  our  sole  business 
here  was  to  inform  mankind,  ay,  sir,  tht  whole 
universe,  exactly  where  me  stood,  and  how  we 
stood;  or,  in  the  parliamentary  language  of  the 
day,  to  "define  my  position." 

I  have  no  vanity  which  promp's  me  to  believe 
that  the  fate  of  my  country,  that  its  weal  or  wo,  is 
dependent,  to  any  great  extent,  upon  what  I  say  or 
do.  Nor  am  I  so  humble  as  to  believe  that  argu- 
ments, based  upon  popular  rights,  enforcing  the 
truth,  and  demanding  justice,  will  be  entirely  dis- 
regarded, because  they  emanae  from  one  of  "my 
position."  Sir,  I  claim  to  be  identified  in  feeling 
and  in  principle  with  the  great  mass  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  Like  that  mass,  I  was  born  to  enjoy 
or  to  waste  no  rich  inheritance.  My  ancestors  did 
not  enable  me,  by  the  fruits  of  their  labor,  to  *>pend 
a  life  of  criminal  idleness,  or  to  devote  my  time  to 
literary  and  scientific  pursuits,  living  at  ease  upon 
a  large  annual  income,  or  to  play  the  part  of  the 
man  of  business,  wielding  a  large  capital,  uncon- 
scious of  the  toil  and  labor  which  accumulated  it. 
Like  that  mass,  I  have  been  compelled,  of  necessi- 
ty, to  labor  diligently  in  my  vocation  for  the  means 
to  furnish  food,  raiment,  and  shelter  for  myself  and 
family.  I  rejoice  in  the  institutions  of  my  coun- 
try. They  have  enabled  me  to  rite  to  a  seat  on 
this  floor.  They  present  an  open  field  in  which 
every  citizen  may  labor  to  advance  his  fortune*; 
and  in  which  each  workingman,  no  matter  what 
may  be  his  trade  or  profession,  is  sure  to  obtain,  in 
the  end,  a  reward  proportioned  to  his  merit* 


"My  position,"  and  inclination  also,  require  that 
I  should  condemn  extravagance;  that  I  should  at- 
tempt to  reform  abuses,  and  that  1  should  endea- 
vor, by  wise  law;,  to  secure  peace,  safety,  and  hap- 
piness for  the  people.  There  are  two  classes  of 
politicians:  one  is  always  actuated  by  principles, 
the  other  is  always  busied  in  the  fortunes  of  men. 
The  one  goes  for  the  country,  the  greatest  good  of 
the  greatest  number?  the  other  goes  for  the  per- 
sonal advancement  of  the  members  of  a  party,  for 
the  promotion  of  a  clique  greedy  for  "spoils."  In 
the  ranks  of  the  one  you  may  find  a  high  and  lolly 
patr'otisa>,  a  generosity  and  nobleness  of  purpose, 
which  comprehends  all  interests  and  ewery  pursuit 
by  its  benevolent  and  dignified  legislative  action. 
In  the  ranks  of  the  other  you  nay  look  for  low 
cunning  and  sinister  manoeuvres  to  elevate  or  to 
pulldown  individuals,  just  as  this  or  thai  part/ 
object  may  be  accomplished  by  it.  It  is  in  this 
class  yon  may  expect  to  find  despicable  coalitions 
for  selfish  objects.  And  it  hi  hers  that  you  may 
look  for  men  devoted  to  politics  more  for  the  love 
of  the  emoluments  of  office  than  for  the  highest 
glory  of  our  nature,  the  satisfaction  of  doing;  food 
as  a  public  benefactor. 

I  will  never  form  an  alliance  with  those  whose 
political  life  is  spent  in  putting  up  or  putting  down 
particular  individuals  for  idfish  purposes.  I  will 
never  allow,  if  I  can  prevent  it,  that  system  of  re- 
wards for  political  subserviency,  and  punishment 
for  political  independence,  which  has  prevail- 
ed in  this  country  during  the  last  twelve 
years.  And  1  intend,  with  my  last  political 
breath,  to  demand  a  reform  of  those  abuses 
which  enable  politicians  to  seise  and  appro- 
priate to  their  own  use  the  publis  property, 
oi  which,  under  enormous  perquisites  of  office, 
furnish  means  with  which  to  undermine'  mad 
subvert  the  institutions  of  the  country,  by  corrupt- 
ing both  officeholders  and  voters.  I  will  partly 
co  operate  with  those  who  think  and  feel  as  1  do, 
to  carry  into  effect  what  our  common  principles  re- 
quire; but  never  wilt  I  enter  a  coalition  whose  chief 
objects  is  to  distribute  the  "spoils." 

The  people  of  this  country,  our  constituent*,  do 
not  intend  to  have  the  realities  el  a  monarchy  se- 
der the  name  of  a  republic    The  people  will  not 
willingly  pay  enormous  salaries  or  allow  unrea- 
sonable perquisites  to  the  officers  of  Government 
They  will  cheerfully  grant  a  just  compensation  for 
services  rendered,  but  rhey  will  not  pay  these  who 
do  nothing;  nor  will  they  pay  those  who  work  seen 
extravagant  wages  as  to  enable  then  to  vie  with  roy- 
alty itself,  in  the  splendor  of  their  equipages  and 
expense  of  luxurious  living.    It  only  requires  that 
the  people  should  be  honestly  and  full/  informed  of 
the  extent  of  any  crying  abuse  to  secure  the  appli- 
cation of  the  proper  remedy.    They  may  and  do 
act  Flowly,  but  act  they  will,  and  efficiently,  too,  m 
the  end.    I  regard  the  election  of  General  Harrison 
as  a  manifestation  of  the  efficiency  of  popular  ac- 
tion, when  the  people  are  convinced  that  abases  ex- 
ist; and    if  his   Administration  should  not  meet 
their  expectations  in  the  work  of  reform  they  have 
willed,  they  will  act  again  and  again  through  the 
ballot-box    until   their  will   and  their  interests  are 
obeyed  and  respected  by  their  agents.    The  Execu- 
tive Government  must  conform  to  public  sentiment, 
ascertained  by  and  through  the  Representatives  of 
the  people;  and  it  was  the  apprehension  that  the 
Administration  of  Mr.  Van  Bores,  •  'following  in 
the  footstep?,"  set  public  sentiment    at  oVfianee, 
and  attempted  to  nmnnfectore  it  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  a  corrupt  press  and  a   subservient 
Congress,  which  mainly  produced  his  recent  over- 
throw. 

The  people  has  not  yet  completed  their  work. 
By  the  election  of  General  Harrison  they  have 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  Government  a  nana  who 
will-abstain,  I  sincerely  believe,  from  the  exercise 
of  arbitrary  and  disputed  powers;  as  much  sons  nay 
man  who  could*  have  been  placed  in  his  high  sta- 
tion. But  the  Executive  cannot  inform  TTitrtiag 
abufces  which  have  grown  up  under  the  operation 
of  existing  laws.  It  requires  the  repealixtg  and  re- 
forming powers  of  a  Congress  to  do  justice  to  the 
people,  to  comply  wUb  their  will,  and  to  satisfy 
their  expectation.  *  Biscreet  and  judicious  atfUoa  by 
this  and  the  other  House  upon  the  nanus*!  appro- 
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priation  bills  can  accomplish  much;  and  I  wilt  pro- 
ceeed  to  call  yoar  attention  to  various  subject 
whloh  deserve  the  notice  of  this  body  and  the  whole 
nation.  I  mean  to  call  public  attention  to  them. 
I  inttnd  to  print  what  1  say,  and  lay  what  I  print 
before  the  people;  call  on  them  to  read  and  reflect, 
and  ihen  to  the  polls  and  act.  If  the  people  wish 
a  real,  substantial  reform  of  abuse?,  they  most  first 
know  what  they  are,  and  then  elect  representatives 
pledged  to  reform  them,  and  who  will  honestly  re- 
deem (heir  pledges. 

The  first  abase  connected  with  the  provisions  of 
this  bill,  was  bronght  to  the  notice  of  the  commit- 
tee by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  PnorFir  ] 
It  consisted  in  the  heavy  appropriation  for  sta- 
tionery; that  we  consnme  more  paper,  pens,  ken- 
knives,  wafers,  Ac.  than  we  ought,  and  that  we  do 
not  strictly  confine  ourselves  to  the  application  of 
the  stationery  received  to  public  purposes,  cannot 
be  doubted.  But,  sir,  I  shall  not  go  into  the  in- 
quiry with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  precipe  extent  of 
this  abuse.  Perhaps  it  would  be  impossible  to  as- 
certain it,  as  no  accounts  are  kept  showing  the 
quantities  delivered  to  each  member,  and  as  every 
one  calls  for  and  obtains  till  he  is  satisfied.  Many 
years  since,  I  am  told,  accounts  were  kept,  and 
members  were  charged  with  the  stationery  fur- 
nished them.  1*hese  accounts  consented  some 
check;  bat  since  they  have  been  discontinued,  there 
is  no  check  but  that  which  each  gentleman's  con- 
science prescribes  for  himself.  The  best  remedy 
for  the  evil  is  that  which  I  suggested  the  other  day 
to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  It  is  to  allow  a 
certain  sum  in  lieu  of  stationery.  But,  sir,  I  do 
not  advert  to  this  abuse  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining its  extent,  or  to  suggest  the  proper  remedy. 
1  recur  to  it  in  order  to  notice  the  character  of  the 
remarks  which  were  indulged  a  day  or  two  since, 
when  the  subject  was  mentioned.  Some  gentlemen 
affected  to  consider  it  a  small  concern,  a  picayune 
affair,  a  matter  to  which  the  maxim  de  minimis  turn 
curat  Ux  should  apply.  They  seemed  to  consider 
it  too  contemptible  for  the  attention  of  statesmen  as- 
sembled to  deliberate  on  great  national  affairs. 
Such  swelling  and  blowing  about  elevated  views; 
such  sublime  contemplations  of  subjects  infinitely 
important  to  the  world's  welfare,  which  allow^some 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  no  time  to  attend  to  little 
things;  ay,  sir,  which  fill  them  with  utter  scorn  for 
trifles,  present  a  most  dignified  contrast  with  their 
own  conduct  in  pocketing,  or  rather  boxing  op,  the 
"spoils."  Their  flourishing  words  and  laudatory 
seif-gratulations  are  put  forth  in  the  vain  attempt 
to  hide  from  themselves  the  knowledge  of  the  abuses 
fhey  practise,  and  to  furnish  some  soft  of  apology 
for  failing  to  do  their  duty  in  exposing  and  putting 
an  end  to  them.  Sir,  I  have  but  little  respect  for, 
and  not  the  least  confidence  in,  the  man  who  af- 
fects to  regard  little  things  as  beneath  his  notice, 
especially  little  improprieties.  My  observation 
through  life  has  proveJ,  to  my  satisfaction,  that 
those  who  refuse  to  attend  to  little  abuses,  are  sure 
to  wink  at  enormities.  I  have  no  faith  in  the  in- 
tellectual ability  of  those  whose  mental  and  moral 
organization  is  such  that  they  affect  to  be  incapable 
of  attending  to  small  things.  1  have  ever  found 
them  incapable  of  managing  great  affairs.  Napo- 
leon, Wellington,  and  our  own  beloved  and  great 
Washington,  were  men  who  paid  strict  attention  to 
the  smallest  matters  of  camp  police.  They  were 
capable  of  comprehending  that  a  world  is  but  the 
aggregate  of  atoms;  that  great  battles  are  made  up 
of  individual  contests;  that  the  fate  of  empires  may 
be  decided  by  the  failure  to  clinch  a  nail.  Such 
men  know  that  they  are  great  in  proportion  as  thsy 
are  like  their  Creator,  whose  attention,  we  are  in- 
formed,  is  even  directed  to  numbering  the  hairs  of 
our  heads,  and  who  takes  note  of  the  falling'  of  a 
sparrow.  Sir,  I  am  shocked  at  the  combined  little- 
ness, pride,  and  arrogance  of  men  who  affect  to 
torn  up  their  noses  at  improper  and  immoral  ac- 
tions as  trifles  beneath  their  notice.  The  people 
must  dismiss  all  such  from  their  service,  if  they 
would  make  this  Government^  in  all  its  depart- 
ments, what  it  should  be— a  light  upon  an  eminence 
iilnnxmattng  the  nations  of  the  earth— a  sun  blazing 
in  the  political  firmament,  upon  whose  disk  no  spi  t 
can  be  found.  1  have  seen  upon  this  floor  some 
practical  illustrations  ofthiseJevaterJ  disregard  of 


little  things.  I  h/ive  seen  additions  made  t*  the 
private  libraries  of  members,  by  voting  thousands 
upon  thousands  to  pay  for  books,  to  be  distributed 
amon°  ourselves;  and  I  have  seen  this  haughty  spi- 
rit, this  elevated  contempt  for  little  things  skulk 
from  exposure  by  refusing  the  yeas  and  nays.  I 
have  witnessed,  year  after  year,  palpable  violations 
of  the  law  relating  to  ths -mileage  of  members,  and 
I  have  in  vain  endeavored  to  correct  the  abuse  I 
have  witnessed  efforts  made  by  other*  to  correct  it, 
but  all  in  vain.  It  passed  by  as  one  of  those  insig- 
nificant affairs  which  the  mighty  mind*  of  great  po- 
liticians could  not  condescend  to  notice ! 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  honor,  the  dignity,  and,  to  a 
great  extent,  the  utility  of  Congress,  depend  upon 
the  abiding  confidence  which  the  American  people 
repose  in  our  integrity,  in  our  disinterested  patriot- 
ism, in  our  love  of  justice,  in  our  practical  good 
sense,  in  our  assiduous  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
legislators  for  a  great  nation— a  nation  destined, 
under  the  guidance  of  wisdom,  to  revolutionize 
and  ameliorate  the  condition  of  enslaved  humanity 
throughout  the  world,  or  to  demonstrate  that,  in 
the  midst  of  professions  of  every  noble  emotion 
and  Christian  virtue,  we  are  but  canting  hypocrites, 
seeking  office  with  avidity  for  the  sake  only  of  its 
"spoils."  Sir,  we  ought  to  clear  onr  own  skirts  of 
suspicion  by  sedulous  attention  to  the  least  whis- 
per of  impropriety,  by  applying  instantly  the  pro- 
per remedy  to  petty  abuses.  Demonstrate  your  re- 
solution to  reform  crying  enormities  in  other  de- 
partments, by  first  taking,  I  will  not  say  the  beam, 
but  the  mote,  out  of  your  own  eye,  so  that  you  may 
more  clearly  see  how  to  operate  upon  other*. 

We  have  no  time  to  attend  to  tiffing  matters !  I 
have  known  days,  yes,  weeks,  consumed  in  idle 
debates  npon  preliminary  motions  and  points  of 
order.4  From  the  perpetual  discussion  about  or- 
der, a  spectator  in  the  lobby  would  suppose  that  we 
were  more  disposed  than  any  legislative  assembly 
on  earth  to  observe  strict  order,  and  to  do  every 
thing  by  rule.  And  yet,  sir,  the  newspaper  reports 
of  our  proceedings  are  constantly  presenting  the 
country  with  occurrences  on  this  floor  which  ex- 
cite sentiments  of  shame  and  indignation  in  the 
bosoms  of  the  people.  "To-day  the  Hon.  Mr.  A. 
and  Mr.  B.  had  some  sharp-shooting."  "To  day 
the  Hon.  Mr.  C.  and  Mr.  D.  passed  the  lie  direct." 
«Tc-day  the  Hon.  Mr.  E.  and  Mr.  P.  had  a  fracas 
in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives." 
Such,  sir,  are  the  degrading  account*  teeming  from 
the  press,  (and  I  lament  to  ray  with  too  much  truth 
for  our  reputation,)  in  regard  to  the  doings  of  this 
order-discussing  body,  I  have  .tometimes  thought 
I  would  take  up  our  journals  and  make  a  careful 
examination,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  time  lost 
in  debating  points  or  order  and  preliminary  mo- 
tions. It  would  result,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  finding 
that  we  waste  time  to  a  criminal  extent. 

[Here  Mr.  Cooper  of  Georgia  said  that  he  had 
made  the  computation,  and  found  that  two  months 
of  the  last  session  had  been  thus  consumed.] 

No  wonder,  exclaimed  Mr.  U.  that  our  eight 
months'  labor  during  that  session  only  bronght  forth 
thirty  public  and  seventy  private  acts,  making  a 
little  primer  ef  eighty-five  pages  only.  No  won- 
der we  meet  and  break  up,  and  nothing  is  done. 
Is  it  because  there  is  nothing  which  ought  to  be 


'Amoatextraordinaryiuttaneeof  time  wasted  upon  preli- 
minary motion*  occurred  in  1837.  On  thtf2lst  of  April  Mr. 
Touch  made  his  report  relative  to  the  duel  between  Mr. 
Gravis  and  Mr.  Cillky,  and  moved  that  it  be  postponed  until 
the  7th  of  May,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  Robbbtson  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Pending  these  motions,  the  House  adjourned,  it  being  Satur- 

On-  Monday,  Mr.  Ro&brtbom  withdrew  his  motion  (to  lay  on 
the  table)  and  moved  to  commit  the  report  to  a  committee  to 
be  called  the  Committee  on  Privileges,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port thstourse  which,  in  their  opinion,  (t  is  proper  to  pursue. 
.  These  questions  were  discussed  daily  until  the  next  Monday, 
when  Mr.  Pick&ns  moved  that  the  whole  be  laid  on  the  table. 
His  motion  was  negatived.  The  question  was  then  put  on 
postponing  till  the  7th  of  May,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Adams  then  moved  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  same 
committee,  with  instructions  to  strike  out  all  argumentative 
parts  and  the  resolutions  at  the  end  of  the  report.  The  motion 
of  Mr.  Adams  was  amended,  modified,  and  discussed  until  the 
7th  of  May,  when  Mr.  Sawyer  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table.  His  motion  was  negatived.  On  the  10th  of  May. 
Mr.  Thomas  moved  to  lay  the  wnole  subject  on  the  table,  and 
it  was  carried. 

Pending  the  discussion,  Mr.  Lawlsr  died,  and  the  House  ob- 
served the  usual  funeral  ceremonies;  and,  with  that  excep- 
tion, the  whole  time,  from  the  2lst  April  to  the  10th  of  May, 
"  -  pwUn^narymoUona 


done?  No,  sir,  no.  I  am  informed  by  the  Cierk 
that  there  are  at  least  a  thousand'  bills  and  resolu- 
tions upon  his  table  ready  for  consideration.  There 
Sre  a  great  number  of  private  claims  which  have 
een  allowed  by  your  standing  committees,  and 
which  we  ought  to  act  upon.  It  is  enough  to  make 
the  heartsick  *o  read  the  imploring  letters  which 
claimants  frequently  address  to  the  members  of  this 
body.  I  have  received  letters,  and  from  females, 
telling  me  that  the  claims  allowed  and  provided  lor 
by  such  and  such  bills  were  their  only  hope  for' 
bread;  and  that  unless  Congress  would  act  and 
pass  the  bills,  the  poor-house  or  the  jail  must  re- 
ceive them.  I  have  received  letters  complaining 
bitterly  that  the  Government  failed  to  perform  its 
engagements  and  pay  for  property  actually  con- 
veyed to  it,  in  consequence  of  which  the  citizen 
was  likely  to  be  ruined.  I  will  mention  but  one 
cate  in  point,. and  that  is,  your  failure  to  appro- 
priate money  to  pay  for  hospital  sites  on  the  West* 
ern  waters,  although  years  ago  deeds  have  been 
made  for  the  lands  selected.  We  have  pnblic  mea- 
sures of  vast  importance  which,  session  after  ses- 
sion, and  year  after  year,  remain  noon  our  table, 
calling  for  the  action  of  this  House.  Sir,  I  have 
bad  resolutions  upon  your  table  for  nearly  six 
years,  proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  which  1  conscientiously 
believe  to  be  essentially  necessary  to  the  whole- 
some operation,  if  not  to  the  very  existence,  of 
eur  Republican  institutions;  and,  under  our  time- 
wasting  rules  and  proceedings,  they  have  not  been, 
and  would  not  be,  reached  in  regular  order  for  a 
century  to  come.  We  originate  business  enough 
to  talk  about,  and  then  spend  the  whole  of  onr 
time  in  $peech*making  for  fcuncomb,  instead  of 
practical  action  for  the  good  of  the  country.  These 
are  evils  of  crying  magnitude.  The  effect  of  such 
a  course  is  now  glaring  in  our  faces.  We  are 
forced,  by  this  sinful  waste  of  lime,  to  act  upon 
(he  appropriation  bills  necessary  to  keep  the  Go- 
vernment in  motion,  at  the  very  close  of  the  ses- 
sion, amidst  bustle  and  confusion,  and  when  it  is 
impossible  to  deliberate  in  regard  to  the  millions  of 
money  we  are  placing  in  Esecative  hands  I  men- 
tion these  matters  to  show  that  those  who  affect  to 
be  above  attending  to  trifles  do  not  act  upon  affairs 
of  magnitude,  except  in  the  way  of  talking  about 
them.  And  we  talk  about  eveiy  thing,  when  in 
committee,  except  the  business  before  us,  as  this 
debate  folly  proves,  and  as  I  shall  probably  demon- 
strate by  ray  own  remarks  before  I  close.  It  is  this 
rambling  practice,  with  a  view  to  lay  our  ideas, 
whether  original  or  borrowed,  upon  all  subjects,  be- 
fore our  constituents  in  the  »ame  stump  speech, 
that  has  rendered  this  body  almost  incapable  of 
transacting  the  public  business.' 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  proceed  to  call  the 
at  ten -ion  of  this  committee  to  some  things  which  I 
trust  will,  in  the  opinion  of  honorable  members,  so 
far  transcend  the  subjects  of  stationery,  b(oks,and 
mileage,  as  to  claim  their  attention  on  account  of 
their  magnitude.  And  first,  sir,  of  attorneys,  mar- 
shals, and  clerks.  We  have  official  information 
that  the  at'orney  for  the  southern  district  of  ftiew 
York  received  for  his  services  daring  the  year  1839 
|23,009  07;  the  clerk  f  13,469  92  for  his,  the  mar- 
shal of  the  southern  district  of  Mississippi  $87,150 
70  for  his,  and  the  clerk  of  the  northern  district  of 
Mississippi  #9,700  for  his.  The  clerk  of  the  south- 
ern district  of  Mississippi  failed  or  refused  to  make 
a  return.  But  we  can  j  udge  of  his  fees  from  what 
the  marshal  of  his  district  receives.  Alter  deduct- 
ing all  reasonable  allowances  for  expenses  and  sa- 
laries of  deputies,,  it  has  not  been  denied  that  the 
sum  left  would  make  to  each  an  exorbitant  com- 
pensation. How  does  it  happen  that  these  and 
other  officers  holding  similar  stations  are  thus  ex- 
travagantly paid?  It  is  the  consequence  of  the  le- 
gislation of  Congress,  which,  more  than  forty  yean 
ago,  allowed  high  fees  for  certain  services,  and 
adopted  the  fee  laws  of  the  highest  courts  in  the  se- 
veral States  where  the  fee  was  not  8pecjfied*in  the 
act  of  Congress.  Notwithstanding  the  fees  have 
since  been  greatly  red  need  in  most  of  the  States, 
Congress  has  made  no  reduction.  Now,  sir,  is 
there  any  reason  why  Federal  officers  acting  within 
the  Slates,  should  b*  paid  more  than  State  officers 
f or  the  same  load  of  f erv^cest  And  if  the  States 
have  found  thatlheir  attorneys,  marshals  or  she. 
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rUTs,  and  clerks,  can  carry  on  a  profitable  business 
by  reducing  the  fee*,' may  we  not  safely  reduce  the 
fees  of  Federal  officers  to  the  present  standard  of 
the  States?    Sir,  I  have  heard  no  one  deny  that  the 
fees  which  the  laws  of  Congress  allowed  were  too 
high.    Gentlemen  will  not  take  issue  upon   that 
averment.    But  when  it  is  proposed  to  correct  the 
evil  by  introducing  the  necessary    provisions  in 
this  bill,  we  are  told  that  it  is  not  in  order;  that,  if 
we  will  introduce  a  separate  bill  proposing  the  pro- 
per remedy,  gentlemen,  who  are  constrained  by  the 
question  of  order  to  oppose  the  introduction  of  new 
subjects  into  this  appropriation  bill,  will  cheerfully 
vote  for  it.    I  will  in  a  few  words  show  that  this 
question  of  order  constitutes  no  barrier  to  the  pro- 
posed reform.    In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  the  intro- 
duction of  a  new  subject,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
50th  rule  of  the  House.    The  subject  of  this  bill  is 
the  compensation  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  offi- 
cers of  Government  fer  the  year  1841,  and  what- 
ever relates  to  the  compensation  of  any  civil  or 
diplomatic  officer,  whether  he  be  expressly  referred 
to  or  not  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  isgermain  to 
the  general  scope  and  design  of  the  bill,  and  there- 
fore ought  to  he  admitted  in  the  shape  of  an  amend- 
ment.   In  the  next  place,  the  statute  book  fur- 
nishes many  precedents,  showing  that  important 
provisions,  limiting  the  amount  of  salaries,  and 
even  legislating  on  subjects  entirely  dissimilar,  have 
been   introduced  into  the   annual   appropriation 
bills.    In  the  appropriation  bill  of  1839  for  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  service,  a  section  was  intro- 
duced prohibiting  extra  allowances  to  officers  of 
Government  for  disbursing  public  money.    In  the 
army  bill  of  that  year,  a  new  subject  was  intro- 
duced, and  provision  made  for  compensating  the 
owners  of  horses  lost*or  cast  away  at  sea,  eVc.    In 
the  naval  bill  of  the  same  year,  a  new  subject,  in 
one  sense,  was  introduced,  and  provision  was  made 
for  building  three  steam  ships.    But  the  horses  in 
he  one  case,  and  the  steam  ships  in  th-  other,  were 
connected  with  the  military  and  naval  service,  and 
therefore  had  an  appropriate  place  *n  these  appro- 
priation-bills.   The  same  sort  of  connection  exists 
between  the  appropriation  bill  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  service  of  any  one  year,  and  the  salarv 
or  fees  of  any  officer  of  the  Government.    In  the 
light-house  bill  of  1838  provision  was  made  for  two 
additional   clerks   in  the  Fifth  Auditor's   office. 
These  precedents,  promulgated  to  the  country  in 
the  statute  book,  most  satisfy  the  people  that  we 
have  become  over-squeamish  to  preserve  order  if 
we  now  refuse  to  cut  down  extravagant  allowances 
and  perquisites  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  out  of 
order  to  do  it  in  this  bill ! 

Believing  that  now  is  the  accepted  time,  and  this 
the  proper  place,  and  from  past  experience  having 
no  hope  that  the  subject  will  ever  receive  conside- 
ration separate  and  apart  from  the  annual  appro- 
priation bills,  I  will  proceed  with  my  list  of  abuses 
which  demand  correction,  and  to  correct  which  pro- 
per amendments  will  be  offered  to  this  bill  in  due 
season. 

The  compensation  allowed  collectors,  naval 
officers,  and  surveyors  of  ports,  in  the  shape  of 
official  perquisites,  exceeds  in  many  instances  what 
is  reasonable  and  just,  and  onght  to  be  limited.  As 
the  most  striking  case,  I  shall  call  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  emoluments  of  the  collector 
at  New  York.  The  investigations  of  the  celebrated 
JSwartwout  committee  ascertained,  by  proof,  that 
the  collector  received  annually  a  profit  on  ware- 
houses  amounting  to  about  f  15,000  His  profits 
resulting  from  forfeitures  growing  out  of  real  or 
supposed  violations  of  the  revenue  laws  cannot  be 
less  than  $20,000  annually.  Your  laws  allow  the 
collector  to  seize  goods  when  their  owners  attempt 
to  evade  the  payment  of  duties;  and  then  permit  a 
'  compromise  to  take  place,  by  which  a  merchant 
pays  the  sum  agreed  on,  and  his  goods  are  restored 
to  him.  The  collector  and  other  port  officers  are 
entitled  to  share  in  the  compromise  money,  or  in 
the  ptoceeda  of  the  goods  if  they  are  condemned 
by  the  judge  on  trial.  You  allow  all  this  as  a  sti- 
mulus to  the  custom-house  officers  to  be  diligent  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties;  and,  in  thus  stimu- 
lating their  diligence,  you  have  tempted  them,  for 
the  sake  of  gain,  to  harass  merchants  and  embar- 
rass  commerce,  by  seizing  goods  without  any  just 
for  so  doing.    The  merchant,  sooner  man 


submit  to  the  "law's  delay,"  compromises,  and 
pays  a  handsome  sum   to  get  possesion  of  his 
goods  (o  get  clear  of  the  lawsuit,  and  to  get  the 
liberty  of  trading  free  from  custom-house  vexations. 
In  one  case  I  am  informed  that  the  collector,  naval 
officer,  and  port  surveyor,  divided  among  them- 
selves (42,000;  in  other  words,  received  (14  000 
each  for  a  compromise  upon  the  seizure  of  goods ! 
No  wonder  that  the  district  attorney  and  judge,  as 
we  are  informed   by  the  gentltman  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  Evans,]  should  be  engaged  in  court  almost 
trom  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  year.    We 
see  that  it  is  the  interest  o(  the  custom-house  offi- 
cers to  give  them  enough  to  do;  and  it  is  equally 
the  interest  of  the  attorney  to  multiply  libels  upon 
each  separate  packer e  seized,  instead  of  the  whole 
cargo.  We  all  know  the  story  of  the  separate  libels 
or  su its  against-  each  box  of  tra  at  Philadelphia, 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  increase  the  fees  of 
the  attorney.    I  have  seen  the  same  thing  in  Ken- 
tucky.   I  once  knew  all  the  sureties  of  an  insol- 
vent sheriff  sued  by  separate  actions  upon  the  offi- 
cial bond  for  a  less  sum  than  the  attorney's  fee 
taxed  in  each,  suit;  in  consequence  of  which  the 
costs  foi  the  benefit  of  the  lawyers  and  clerks  ex- 
ceeded the  amount  of  the  debt  tenfold.    The  Le- 
gislature of  Kentucky  interposed  to  prevent  this 
monMer  Avarice  from  glutting  his  maw  by  adding 
to  the  calamities  of   the  unfortunate.    Take  the 
enormous  wages  from  the  attorney,  collector,  eVc. 
at  New  York,  limit  their  receip  s,  and  you  will 
at  least  produce  one  good  effect— you  will  sup- 
press vexatious  litigation.    But  let  us  sum  up  the 
different  items  in  the  account  of  the  collector's  pro- 
fits, declare  the  aggregate  result,  and  pass  to  some- 
thing else.    The  account  stands: 
Salary  per  annum  allowed  by  law           -    (4,000 
Profits  upon  warehouse  rents       -           -    15,000 
Income  trom  compromises  and  seizures,  at 
least 20,000 

And  we  have  the  grand  aggregate  of  -  |39,000 
Being  $14  000  more  than  we  pay  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States!  Truly,  sir,  the  minds  of 
gentlemen  who  can  tolerate  all  ibis  are  formed 
upon  a  magnificent  scale.  We  shall  see  by  their 
votes  whether  they  will  place  those  receipts  of  the 
collector  upon  the  same  footing  of  their  own  sta- 
tionery, books,  and  mileage.  I  will  not  consume 
time  by  going  into  the  inquiry,  how  much  the  col- 
lectors at  Philadelphia,  New  Orleans,  Boston,  Ac. 
receive.  Ne  doubt  they  are  very  careful  to  follow 
•in  the  "footsteps**  of  the  collector  of  New  York, 
and  I  will  leave  each  member  to  form  his  own  es- 
timates of  their  annual  profits. 

I  now  come  to  a  subject  which  I  have  bad  at 
heart  for  pome  years.  I  allude  to  the  enormous 
emoluments  of  postmasters.  With  the  able  assis- 
tance of  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Reed,]  1  induced  this  House  to  adopt  a  proposition 
some  two  or  three  years  ago  to  prevent  what  should 
be  denominated  extortion  from  the  public,  under 
the  pretence  of  renting  boxes  or  receptacles  for 
letters  and  papers  to  private  individuals.  Such 
boxes  are  indispensable  auxiliaries  to  the  postmaster, 
and  without  them,  in  such  a  city  as  New  York  or 
Philadelphia,  he  could  not  perform  the  duties  of 
his  office  with  promptitude  to  the  public,  ease  to 
himself,  or  economy  to  the  Government.  Abolish 
such  boxes,  and  instantly  it  would  be  necessary  to 
increase  the  number  of  clerks  and  assistants  to  do 
the  business.  But  the  postmasters  in  our  large 
cities  have  contrived  to  make  fortunes  for  them- 
selves out  of  their  boxes  or  pigeon  holes,  by  charg- 
ing the  citizen  who  appropriates  one  of  them  to 
his  exclueive  use  from  one  to  six  dollars  per  annum. 
Some  years  ago  I  proposed  a  remedy,  which  this 
House  adopted,  to  cure  this  abuse,  but  it  was  re- 
jected in  the  Senate.  We  were  then  told  that  the 
Postmaster  General  had  promised  to  inquire  into 
the  extsnt  of  the  emoluments  derived  from  box 
rent,  and  if  it  was  fonnd  to  be  extravagant,  that  he 
would  recommend  or  apply  the  proper  corrective. 
Sir,  I  believe  we  had  fomething  like  that  commu- 
nicated to  us  officially  from  the  head  of  the  Post 
Office  Department.  But  that  has  been  the  last  of 
it.  We  have  ne  report  of  the  result  of  the  investi- 
gation, if  any  has  taken  place;  and  certainly  no  re- 
medy has  been  prescribed  to  cure  the  evils  com- 
plained of.    I  regard  the  promises  heretofore  made 


as  part  and  parcel  of  the  tantalizing  system  of  hol- 
low-hearted politicians,  who  are  ever  about  to  com- 
mence the  reformation  of  abuses,  but  who  take 
special  care  never  to  do  it.  Their  promises  are  to 
delude  the  people.  Their  failure  to  act  is  for  the 
benefit  of  partisan  associates  who  are  rioting  on  the 
<^>oils.  „ 

I  shall  present  an  estimate  of  the  profits  of  the 
postmaster  at  New  York,  founded  on  data  the  cor- 
rectness of  which  I  do  not  doubt,  and  leave  each 
member  to  calculate  for  himself  the  effects  pro- 
duced by  the  operation  of  (he  present  system  in 
retard  to  box  rents  and  branch  post  offices  in  other 
eilies. 

There  are  kept  and  rented  by  the  posmaster  of 
New  York,  according  to  my  information,  three 
thousand  boxes.  His  price  for  each  per  year  is 
from  #4  to  f  6— say  $5  upon  an  average.  He  has 
established  a  branch  pott  office,  at  which  he  de- 
livers daily  about  two  thousand  letters,  and  receives 
an  extra  compensation  of  two  cents  for  each  letter 
*>  delivered;  thus  securing  to  himself  an  income 
of  £40  a  day.  His  expenses  for  superintendents, 
house  rent,  &c.  te  conduct  the  branch  post  office 
cannot  exceed  f  15  daily.  They  may  not  amount 
to  half  so  much.  He  may  employ,  for  aught  I 
know,  the  regular  clerks  of  his  office,  paid  by  Go- 
vernment, to  superintend  the  branch  establishment. 
But  admit  that  he  does  not,  how  does  the  account 
of  his  entire  emoluments  stand?  Here  it  is: 
3  000  boxes  at  |5  each  per  annum  -|15,000 

|25  per  day  clear  profit  of  the  branch  post 

office,  or  a  profit  per  year  of     -  .     9,125 

His  salary  allowed  and  limited  by  law      -     2,000 

Making  an  annual  aggregate  income  of  |36,135 
Now,  sir,  what  do  we  see  from  the  statements  I 
have  presented,  and  which  no  one  controverts? 
We  behold  attorneys,  marshals,  collectors,  Ac  an- 
nually receiving  a  compensation  exceeding,  by  hun- 
dreds and  thousands,  that  which  is  allowed  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  receives  and 
entertains  all  foreign  ministers,  memtfers  of  Con- 
gress and  oiher  officers  of  Government,  and  distin- 
guished  citizens  from  every  part  of  the  Republic, 
and  whose  expenses  exceed  those  of  collectors  and 
postmasters  as  far  as  the  dignity  of  his  sta 
tion  and  the  intellectual  and  moral  qualities 
which  he  ought  to  possess  to  fill  it  rank  above 
theirs.  We  see  official  perquisites  placing;  the  offi- 
cers of  this  Republic  on  a  footing  with  those  who, 
by  the  grinding exactionsof  despotism,  enrich  them- 
Ml  ves  by  forced  contributions  from  an  impoverished 
and  enslaved  people.  Arbitrary  edicts  and  brute 
force  strip  the  people,  to  pamper  their  masters  in 
the  rotten  establishments  of  the  Old  World;  but 
with  us,  we  tolerate  and  encourage  the  officer  to 
make  merchandise  of  his  office,  and  to  sell  fa  von  to 
those  who  must  of  necessity  transact  business  with 
him.  There  is  in  these  enormous  perquisites  no 
one  redeeming  quality — no  single  good,  even  to 
those  who  receive  the  money,  and  ten  rhoosand 
evils  which  threaten  destruction  to  our  institution*. 
While  it  is  no  blessing  to  any  one  to  leceivc  more 
than  he  deserves,  it  is  a  real  calamity  to  those  who 
psy  it.  It  tempts  the  one  to  enter  into  luxurious 
indigencies  and  waste  of  time,  which  too  often 
terminate  in  destruction  of  character,  whilst  those 
from  whom  the  money  is  taken  are  thereby  de- 
prived of  so  much  that  might  be  applied  to  satisfy 
their  reasonable  wants, 

.  But,  sir,  there  are  reasons  to  fear  that  a  portion 
of  these  large  profits  are  withdrawn  from  the  offi- 
cer by  political  coercion,  to  be  used  for  party  par- 
poses  in  controlling  elections.  The  committee  of 
investigation  in  the  Swartwout  case  ascertained  the 
fact  that  the  officers  in  .the  New  Yorkeostonvhoiise 
were  compelled  to  contribute  a  part  of  their  sala- 
ries, under  pain  of  dismissal,  for  electioneering 
purposes.  Now,  if  party  impudence  and  proscrip- 
tion did  not  hesitate  to  force  from  a  petty  clerk  a 
contribution  of  ten  or  twenty  dollars,  may  they  not 
say  to  the  collector,  you  must  give  all  the  profits  of 
warehouse  rents,  or  the  whole  of  the  emoluments 
arising  from  seizures,  to  the  party  fund,  or  be  dismis- 
sed from  office?  May  they  not  say  to  the  postmaster, 
yen  must  give  the  half  or  the  whole  of  the  box 
rents,  and  on  doing  that  you  may  retain  the  profits 
arising  from  your  branch  post  office,  and  if  you 
hesitate  you  must  walk  out  of  office  and  give  pines 
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o  some  one  who  will  do  it?  In  this  way  thousands 
upon  thousands  may  be  collected  for  panyjpur- 
poaea,  and  I  apprehend  have  b*en  collected,  well, 
sir,  how  is  the  money  spent  which  is  thus  forced 
from  the  officer-holder,  and  which  he  is  tolerated  in 
filching  from  the  people?  I  cannot  positively  an- 
swer; because  the  accounts  of  its  outlay  are  never 
publts-hed.  That  h  a  party  secret,  veiled  from  the 
scrutiny  of  the  people  by  an  impenetrable  maatle. 
I  apprehend  that  these  expenditures  love  darkness 
rather  than  light,  because  all  their  tendencies  are 
evil.  From  the  very  fact  that  thtfy  are  concealed, 
1  suspect  that  their  disclosure  would  astound  the 
nation.  Although  we  cannot  see,  we  may  imagine 
what  is  going  on;  and  as  there  are  a  good  many 
Yankees  around  and  about  me,  I  will  venture  a  few 
guesses  as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  Secret  ser- 
vice money"  is  applied. 

I  guess  a  portion  of  it  is  applied  to  purchasing 
wines  and  suppers  to  regale  party  leaders  during 
their  nocturnal  deliberations. 

I  guefcs  a  portion  of  it  goes  to  pay  political  drill 
sergeants  for  their  services  in  running  from  post  to 
post,  in  drumming  up  the  people,  in  making  stump 
speeches,  and  in  distributing  circulars  anddocu- 


I  gaess  a  portion  of  it  goes  to  pay  for  gingerbread 
and  liquor,  and  in  some  cases  direct  bribery.  Hera 
is  so  much  for  your  vote.  Give  the  vote  and  take 
the  money. 

I  guess  a  good  deal  of  it  goes  to  pay  the  printer. 
And  then  the  character  of  the  publications  which 
he  fur  oishes  for  the  money  I — are  they  true  or 
false?  No  matter  which;  how  they  will  operate 
upon  the  election  is  the  only  inquiry.  Is  the  can- 
didate slandered— are  praiseworthy  action?  misre- 
presented, and  a  life  of  purity  assailed  by  every 
species  of  detraction — who  cares  for  it  among  the 
throng,  of  rabid  partisans?  Such  means  are  only 
intended  to  accomplish  some  ulterior  object  of  vast 
magnitude.  That  the  "end  justifies  the  meane" 
has  ever  been  the  principal  doctrine  of  unprinci- 
pled politicians  and  hypocritical  zealots.  It  is  ne- 
cessary for  party  purposes  to  convert  vice  into 
virtue;  ignorance  into  knowledge;  a  sneaking  sel- 
fishness into  open  manly  generosity,  the  grin  of  a 
villain  into  the  benevolent  smile  of  an  honest  man; 
the  vulgarity  of  a  blackguard  into  the  manners  of  a 
gentleman;  the  thing  ie  done  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  a  corrupt  press,  put  in  motion  by 
party  contributions,  by  actual  payments,  or  pro- 
mises of  reward. 

Such  are  the  purpose?,  the  infamous  purposes, 
in  my  judgment,  to  which  political  contributions 
are  too  often  applied,  and  for  which  I  verily  be- 
lieve that  money  has  been  forced  from  office  hold- 
ers by  threats  of  removal.  No  patriot,  with  my 
convictions,  can  contemplate  such  a  state  of.  things, 
without  the  most  gloomy  forebodings.  Is  there  any 
remedy  but  to  reduce  the  emoluments  of  office;  but 
to  bring  down  salaries  to  that  amount  which  will 
support  an  economical  man  and  his  family,  and 
allow  him  to  lay  up  something  for  old  age?  Is  it 
not  better  to  encourage  economical  habits,  and 
sven  to  force  office  holders  to  economize  under 
moderate  salaries,  than  to  stimulate  them  to  every 
species  of  prodigality,  by  granting  them,  in  the 
shape  of  perquisites,  from  twenty  to  thirty  thou- 
sand dollar?,  ay,  even  more  than  that,  per  annum? 
It  has  been  twenty-iix  years  since  I  commenced 
(be 
which 
bar, 

days  unusually  allotted  to  man,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  lay  up  for  the  evening  of  my  life  aa  much 
as  some  of  these  office  holders  can  save  in  one  or 
two  years.  I  think  I  may  say,  without  boasting, 
that  I  have  the  capacity  to  make  a  pietty  good  post- 
master or  marshal.  Their  labors  are  not  more 
irksome  than  mine.  I  see  no  reason  why  they 
frhould  become  rich  and  independent  in>  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  this  world  in  a  year  or  two,  while 
with  me  it  is  a  life-time  business.  I  desire  the 
prosperity  of  all  men.  I  desire  to  see  all  above 
want.  But  I  have  no  idea  of  legislating  men  into 
principalities  by  a  sort  of  political  legerdemain. 

But  some  gentlemen  contend  that  this  is  not  the 
proper  time;  that  we  cannot  act  deliberately  juat  as 
the  session  is  about  to  close,  and  therefore  we  ought 
to  put  it  off  until  a  more  convenient  reason;  and 


naa  oeen  iwemy-iix  years  since  i  cuohucoqcu 
b  practice  of  law.  1  have  met  with  a  success 
lied  satUfiss  me,  and  yet,  after  laboring  at  the 
r,  and  on  the  bench  for  more  than  a  third  of  the 


some  of  the  e  who, hold  these  opinions  have  here- 
tofore, as  Whigs,  crie  1  a' cud  for  retrenchment  and 
reform.  They  have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  re- 
proach the  dominant  party,  who  now  seem  to  be 
willing  to  co  operate  in  the  work  of  reform,  with 
their  new-born  zeal,  and  with  their  failure  during 
the  last  twelve  years  to  appl/  the  pruning  knife  in 
clearing  the  tree  of  suckers  and  redundancies. 
These  Whigs  proclaim  fbeir  determination  to  cor- 
rect abuses  when  a  new  Congress  assembles  under 
the  auspces  of  Qeneral  Harrison.  Now,  sir,  I 
think  that  the  party  in  power  are  highly  csoaurable 
for  omitting  to  reduce  exorbitant  compensation  and 
perquisites  of  their  friends  Their  failure  to  bring 
down  their  friends  to  a  reasonable  standard,  and 
their  willingness  to  reduce  just  as  soon  as  they  lose 
power,  and  a  new  set  of  men  are  probably  to  occu- 
py their  places,  present  a  very  striking  contrast  to 
the  people.  It  proves  what  I  have  always  said, 
that  the  last  twelve  years  will  live  in  history  as  the 
period  during  which  the  principle  of  selfish- 
ness controlled  the  political  actions  of  men  to 
an  alarming  extent.  All  measures  of  Execu- 
tive policy  have  been  adopted,  recommended, 
and  pushed  along  mainly  for  the  purpose  of  . 
making  fortunes  for  combinations  of  men:  and 
hence  both  Houses  of  Congress  could  never  be 
brought  to  co-operate  in  reducing  salaries  and  cor- 
recting abuses.  If  a  direct  vote  upon  yeas  and 
nays  could  at  any  time  be  bad  in  this  House  dur- 
ing the  last  twelve  years,  I  admit  lhat  a  majority 
would  probably  be  found  in  favor  of  correcting 
any  palpable  abuse.  Members,  responsible  as  they 
are  to  the  people,  and  dependent  once  in  two  years 
upon  them  for  the  seats  they  occupy,  are  constrained 
to  pay  some  respect  to  the  will  of  their  constituents. 
This  constitutional  dependence  upon  the  people  is 
the  great  conservative  principle  of  representative 
Democracy,  and,  without  it,  the  spirit  of  plunder, 
and  the  aspirations  of  ambition  would  obtain  the 
ascendancy  over  justice  and  patriotism,  poll  down 
our  institutions,  and  upon  their  ruins  build  up  go- 
vernments like  those  in  the  Old  world,  where  the 
many  are  fleeced  and  robbed,  by  law,  tor  the  bene- 
fit of  the  few.  The  difficulty  consists  in  petting  a 
direct  vote,  under  the  many  evasions  which  may 
be  resorted  to.  When  this  House  was  constrained, 
years  ago,  to  adopt  my  proposition  te  cure  the 
abuse  growing  out  of  box-rents,  the  Senate,  further 
removed  from  the  pec  pie,  and  composed  of  a  ma- 
jority of  expungers,  who  allowed  no  barrier  to  ar- 
rest them,  failed  to  concur.  But  does  it  become 
'the  Whigs  of  this  House — those  who  for  years  have 
been  clamorous  for  the  correction  of  abuses — now, 
when  their  adversaries  are  giving  in  and  manifest- 
ing a  willingness  to  co-operate,  to  advocate,  post- 
ponement until  a  "more  convenient  season?"  Sir, 
in  view  of  'he  wolfish  appetite  to  feast  qn  the  flock, 
the  avaricious  yearning  for  the  "spoils,"  which 
seemed  to  actuate  the  dominant  political  combina- 
tions that  held  th?  offices  and  wielded  the  patronage 
of  Government  under  Jackson's  reign  of  terror,  I 
said,  in  a  speech  delivered  some  years  ago,  that  the 
"&op  party"  was  the  only  true  and  appropriate 
cognomen  for  such  a  set.  I  now  say,  that  those 
clamorous  Whigs,  who  have  cried  aloud  until  the 
people  have  become  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
a  change,  and  have  made  it,  and  who  may  now  fill 
the  offices,  either  themselves  or  with  their  friends, 
which  were  heretofore  held  by  their  opponents, 
ought,  nnder  every  consideration  of  consistency,  of 
justice,  and  of  honor,  to  act  up  to  their  professed 

Srinciples;  and  all  who  do  not,  I  denounce  to  be,  in 
eart  and  feeling,  sop  party  men.  Such  men  msy 
have  joined  the  great  Whig  church,  but  never  have 
been  regenerated  by  a  true  Whig  spirit.  Whatl 
shall  it  be  said,  to  our  disgrace,  that  we  got  up  a 
whirlwind  to  sweep  extravagance  from  the  face  of 
the  earth,  when  our  political  adversaries  enjoyed 
the  profits,  but,  just  as  soon  aa  we  saw  a  chance  for 
ourselves;  our  tornado  was  hushed  to  a  gentle  lul- 
laby? 

But  gentlemen  cannot  deliberate;  there  is  not 
time  for  it  now,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session ! 
What  deliberation  and  time  are  required  to  enable 
member*  to  decide  upon  the  propriety  of  limiting 
the  profits  of  a  collector,  postmaster,  attorney,  and 
marshal,  to  five  or  six  thousand  dollars  per  annum? 
Your  Vice  President  gets  five  thousand  dollar*; 
your  heads  of  Departments  get  six  thousand  dol- 


lars. Now,  sir,  it  seems  te  me  that  a  member  of 
Congress  who  wants  time  to  deliberate  whether  he 
ought  to  reduce  a  postmastee's  salary  to  an  equa- 
lity with  that  of  the  Vice  President,  thinks  too  slow 
for  the  people,  and  that  tbep  will  be  very  apt  to  de- 
cide, in  their  deliberations,  to  leave  him  at  home,' 
to  ponder  over  bis  private  affairs  at  leisure.  It  is 
too  plain  a  case  to  require  a  moment's  hesitation. 

There  are  yet  untold  evils  growing  out  of  these 
enormous  perquisites.  They  are  the  foundation  of 
all  the  clamor  about  rotation  in  office.  Who  cares 
to  remove  a  man  from  office  who  is  doing  his  du- 
ty, when  the  profits  of  the  office  barely  afford  him 
subsistence  and  clothing?  In  such  a  case,  every 
Body  unites  in  praying  the  starving  incumbent  to 
hod  on,  for  the  rake  of  the  dear  people,  that  their 
business  may  be  rightly  performed.  But  lei  the 
profits  of  the  office  be  such ,  that  the  incumbent  is 
growing  rich,  and  how  is  it  then?  Why,  sir,  rota- 
tion is  then  preached  and  clamorously  contended 
for.  Some  one  wants  his  place,  not  because  he 
can  discbarge  its  duties  more  beneficially  to  the 
public,  bat  because  be  wants  the  money  that  the 
situation  would  afford  him.  And  he  goes  to  work, 
too  often  by  mean  and  despicable  intrigues,  to  sup- 
plant the  unsuspecting  incumbent  who  sedulously 
applies  himself  to  the  performance  of  duty.  The 
Executive,  the  removing  power,  is  besieged.  Flat- 
tery does  its  work  to  conciliate  favor.  Calumny 
does  its  work  to  prostrate  the  victim.  And  at  last 
the  President,  being  deluded,  or  "feeling  power 
aud  forgetting  right,"  removes  and  sacrifices  an 
honest  man  to  provide  for  a  knave.  Bring  down 
the  emoluments  of  office,  and  it  will  go  far  to  break 
up  the  "system  ot  rewards  and  punishments  for 
opinion's  sake"  which  has  disgraced  our  political 
code.  Biogdown^the  emoluments  of  office,  and  it 
will  tend  more  than  any  other  thing  to  break  up 
party  rancor  and  bitterness  of  feeling,  which  en- 
gender personal  hostilities  and  conflicts  among  re- 
lations and  neighbors,  and  destroy  the  courtesies 
and  charities  which  should  adorn  and  bless  so- 
ciety. 

By  adopting  the  amendments  which  have  been 
prepared,  and  will  be  proposed  to  this  bill,  you  will 
save  money  to  the  Treasury,  and  that  is  a  conside- 
ration which  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  in  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  onr  revenue.  1  (hall  not  follow 
the  example  set  by  others,  and  go  into  the  discus* 
sion  of  the  policy  of  direct  taxes,  a  protective  ta- 
riff,  and  all  those  subjects  which  I  have  frequently 
thought  my  Southern  ftiends  were  too  apt  to  bring 
into  every  debate,  and  which  have  been  already 
discussed  under  this  bill;  but  I  deem  this  a  fit  occa- 
sion to  say  that  I  have  no  faith  in  ihe  estimate  pre- 
sen  ed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  1  have  no 
hope  that  the  revenue  from  the  customs  will 
amount  to  (19,000.000  for  the  present  year.  In  es- 
timating the  sum  which  may  be  brought  into  the 
Treasury  from  this  source,  the  amount  of  duties 
imposed,  and  the  quantity  of  goods  likely  to  be  im- 
ported and  retained  for  consumption,  constitute  the 
basis  upon  which  our  calculations  must  rest.  The 
following  table  exhibits  the  facts  in  a  condensed 
view,  from  which  our  deductions  and  conclusions 
must  be  drawn. 

TABLE 

Gmpiledfrom  Official  Report*,  •howing  Import*  and  Rcve- ' 
nuefrom  cuttoms  during  th*  la*t  four  far*. 


Ynib 


1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 


8 

m 


Dollars. 
80,081,666 
23,618,864 
88,911,566 


Dollars. 
32^01,488 
24672,161 
47770,087 


Dollars. 
66£01,m 

63,914,965 


Dollar* 
119,181255 
101,264,609 
144,697,607 

86,996,558 


in 


Dollar* 

11,198,787 

16,15*693 

23,137,9* 

18,000,000 


Notb.— In  ooMtraedD*  the  preceding  table,  the  mwchaa. 
diso  re-exported  baa  baan  deducted  from  the  aggregate  Impor- 
tation*, ao  that  tba  merchandise  left  for  home  consumption  only 
is  exhibited,  the  revenue  being  rated,  except  to  a  trifling 


amount,  on  good*  con/ramed.  The  commercial  Tear  terminate 
on  the  30th  of  September,  tba  fiscal  year  on  the  Slat  December 
but  thie  will  make  no  dUwanoa  hi  relation  to  tba  question  of 
revenue  likely  to  be  derived  from  cuetome  in  1841,  and  which 
m  tba  only  question  intended  lobe  illustrated  by  tba  table.  Tba 
revenue  from  customs  for  the  three  first  quartan  of  the  year 
1841  amounted  to  810,689,881;  tba  ravanoe  of  tba  last  quarter, 
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not  ptaciaaly  ascertained  whan  the  la*  Treaaury  report  was 
^WmlAtprobrtlTwtaethewnoontfor  the  year  10  Air- 
tenmiiuom.   I  haw  ta  access  to  w>Treaeunr  report  which 
taablaame  to  claatUy  tbe  tnjportauoo*  of  1840, to m io ebow 
the  Amount*  paying  specific  and  ad  ralorem  dutiea. 
.  There  has  been  no  diminution  of  da  ties  under 
the  Compromise  Act  of  1833,  since  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1839,  and  no  further  diminution  of  duties 
vndtr  that  act  wilt  take  place  until  tbe  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1841.    It  will  M  seen  from  the  table  that  the 
aggregate  of  importations  for  the  years  1837  and 
1838  does  not  equal  that  of  the  years  1839  and 
1840.    The  amount  imported  in  1840  was  much. 
less  than  that  of  any  other  year  of  the  series.    The 
very  large  importations  of  1835  and  1836  had  no, 
doubt  much  Influence  in  diminishing  the  imports  of 
the  two  succeeding  years,  and  so  will  the  heavy 
Importations  of  1839  operate  upon  the  trade  and 
imports  of  the  present  year.    But  there  is  another 
cause  which,  in  my  judgment,  will  have  a  still 
more  potent  effect,  and  that  is,  the  recent  suspen- 
sion of  the  Philadelphia  banks  and  the  yet  deranged 
state  of  tbe  currency  and  the  exchanges  of  the 
country.     These  things  operate  as  heavy  clogs 
upon  commercial  business,  producing  distrust  and 
want  of  confidence,  and  a  consequent  diminution 
of  importations.    But  suppose  the  importations  of 
the  present  year  for  nome  consumption  should 
equal  the  average  of  the  last  four,  say  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  millions,  still  the  duties  collected  on 
*   that  amount,  supposing  the  dutiable  part  only  to 
equal  that  of  former  years,  will  fall  short  of  the 
Secretary's  estimate,  in  consequence  of  the  redac- 
tion of  duty  which  took  effect  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1839.    Besides,  the  fact  that  another  redac- 
tion of  duty  under  the  Compromise  Act  takes 
place  on  the  31st  December  next,  will  tend  greatly 
to  diminish  the  importation  of  dutiable  goods  to- 
wards tbe  close  of  the  year.    These  causes  com- 
bined will  render  the  revenue  of  the  year  insuffi- 
cient to  meet  the  charges  upon  the  Treasury,  and 
appeal  to  us  to  save  every  dollar  which  can  be 
saved  by  economical,  not  parsimonious  legislation. 
While  on  this  subject,  1  shall  take  the  liberty  of 
.  saying,  although  it  may  have  no  direct  connection 
with  the  bill,  that  in  any  future  adjustment  of  the 
tariff  I  trust  that  the  manufacturing  interests  will 
*    not  be  prostrated.    There  is  an  incidental  protec- 
tion which  can  and  ought  to  be  extended  to  them, 
x      and  which,  instead  of  being  hostile  to,  is  promotive 
of,  the  great  interests  of  agriculture.    I  am,  more- 
over, of  opinion  that  a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem on  the  home  valuation  of  foreign  merchan- 
dise is  ample  to  afford  all  the  protection  which 
should  be  granted,  and  that  those  manufactures 
which  cannot  succeed  with  that  advantage  ought  to 
be  abandoned.    It  is  a  fact  worthy  6f  consideration, 
that  there  were  cloths,  cassimeres,  blankets,  and 
cotton  goods  imported  from  England  and  France 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  September, 
1839,  amounting  in  value  to  #19,099,962,  being 
nearly  equal  to  one-fourth  of  the  value  of  all  im- 
ported merchandise  paying  duties.   The  New  Eng- 
land States  supply   themselves  with    these  arti- 
cles mostly  from  their  own  manufactories,  and 
therefore  pay  but  little    of   the  duty  on  these 
nineteen   millions.     It   would  seem   to   follow, 
that    raising    revenue    by    a    tariff  tends    to 
exempt   manufactures    from    taxation,   and    to 
throw  the  burden  of  sustaining  the  Government 
upon  the  agricultural  and  other  classes.    The  only 
compensation  which  these  classes  obtain  for  this 
unequal  operation  of  the  tariff  is  to  be  found  in  the 
erection  of  a  home  market  and  a  greater  degree  of 
national  independence.    la  this  way  they  are  folly 
remunerated,  when  the  incidental  protection  which 
a  moderate  tariff  affords  allows  an  active  competi- 
tion between  foreign  and  domestic  articles  of  the 
same  kind  in  our  own  markets.     A  tariff  high 
enough  to  exclude  foreign  articles  would  operate 
as  am  enormous  bounty  to  domestic  manufactures, 
jpfHoting  injury  upon  the  consumer  without  secur- 
ing any  equivalent  benefit;  and  a  tariff  so  low  as  to 
destroy  our  existing  manufactories  would  bring 
wretchedness  to  thousands,  breakup  a  valuable 
domestic  market,  and  inflict  a  wound  upon  our  na- 
tional independence,    I  trust  that  the  wisdom  of 
the  country  may  observe  that  happy  medium,  at  a 
proper  time,  which  will  do  justice  to  all.    That, 
time  has  not  yet  come. 
Jatr.  Chairman,  I  must  now  beg  leave  ef  th* 


1^ 


committee  to  imitate  the  example  of  others,  and 
wander  from  the  subject  immediately  before  us.  I 
feel  that  the  time  is  at  hand  when  I  should  make 
and  publish  my  last  political  and  testament.  I  shall 
designate  no  executor.  Tbe  people,  if  they  please, 
may  appoint  an  administrator,  with  the  will  an- 
nexed, in  after  times.  They  will  do  it,  when  con- 
vinced that  thtir  safety  and  bappicest  require  it. 
If  they  are  never  convinced — if  the  legacies  1  shall 
bequeatn  are  deemed  of  too  Utile  value  to  take 
proper  steps  to  secure  them— why,  sir,  then  let  my 
pnncples  and  my  efforts  pass  into  the  "receptacle 
of  things  forgotten  on  earth.*' 

Tbe  very  thing  which  I  ask  leave  to  do,  in  imi- 
tation of  others,  is  a  crying  national  evil.    I  mean 
the  practice  of  talking  on  this  floor  day  after  day, 
week  after  week,  upon  matters  and  things  in  gene- 
ral; things  having  no  sort  of  connection  with  the 
business  immediately  before  us.    The  debates  of 
this  House  usually  take  so  wide  a  range,  and  so 
often  turn  upon  subjects  impertinent  to  the  busi- 
ness in  hand,  (hat  when  we  are  wearied  and  dis- 
gusted, we  put  an  end  to  interminable  wrangles  by 
adopting  resolutions  to  take  bills  out  of  committee, 
and  call  the  previous  question  just  as  soon  as  we 
get  them  before  the  House.    The  consequence  is, 
that  the  merits  of  the  pending  question  have  not 
been  touched,  and  members  are  constrained  to  vote 
with  no  more  information  in  relation  to  the  real 
question  than  if  there  had  been  no  discussion  at  all. 
The  bill  now  before  us  appropriates  money  to  pay 
the  officers  of  Government,  and  to  provide  means 
to  enable  them  to  discbarge  their  funct  ons.  It  would 
seem  that  the  evils  of  a  high  or  a  low  tariff;  the 
blessings  of  direct  taxes;  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  lands;  the  merits  of  the  com- 
ing Administration,  or  of  the  man  who  may  succeed 
General  Harrison;  the  gullibility  or  corruptibility 
of  the  people;  whether  their  votes  had  been  influ- 
enced by  deception  or  British  gold;  cVc.  Ac.  had 
very  little  to  do  with  it,  if  not  absolutely  out  of  or- 
der 1    And  yet  we  have  listened  for  days,  and  at 
times  with  great  apparent  interest  to  the  speeches 
made  upon  these  irrelevant  topics.    Let  a  member 
rise  to  propose  an  amendment  to  this  bill  limiting 
the  emoluments  of  office,  and  immediately  "I  ob- 
ject" is  heard,  and  the  Chair  Is  called  on  to  pro- 
nounce the  member  and  -his  amendment  out  of  or- 
der.   But  let  him  rise  to  "define  his  position,"  or  to 
define  the  position  of  some  one  else;  let  him  'only 
possess  malice  enough  and  talent  enough  to  render 
any  one  odious,  or  to  affect  his  popularity  by  ca- 
lumnious satire;  or,  if  without  talent,  he  uses  the 
coarse  rasp  of  blackguardism,  notwiths1  ending  we 
may  hear  cries  of  "order,"  "order,"  I  have  rarely, 
I  believe  never,  known  him  fail  to  get  oat  all  he 
intended,  and  never  yet  have  I  known  any  one 
punished;  no,  not  even  for  assaults  and  batteries 
which  arrest  our  deliberations.    Why  is  it  that  we 
adhere  to  order,    and  thereby  reject  a  valuable 
amendment  which  no  one  dares  to  oppose  upon 
principle,  and  tolerate  the  greatest  disorder,  con- 
sidering the  character  of  our  debates  for  irrelevan- 
cy and  personality?    What  good  has  the  country 
derived,  or  can  it  derive,  from  legislation  thus  con- 
ducted?   Sir,  you  may  find  the  proper  answer  by 
looking  into  the  pamphlet  of  eighty-five  pages,  con- 
taining all  your  public  acts  of  the  last  session.  We 
were  here  from  the  2d  of  December  to  the  81st  of 
July  inclusive,  and  during  that  time  we  passed 
seventy  acts  and  one  resolution  of  a  private,  and 
thirty  acts  and  five  resolutions  of  a  publio  nature. 
The  private  acts  gave  rise  to  very  little  discussion, 
and  the  same  remark  may  be  made  with  troth  in 
regard  to  the  most  of  the  public  acts.    I  will  pre- 
sent an  epitome  of  their  contents,  that  my  constitu- 
ents and  the  people  of  tbe  whole  nation  may  see 
how  we  spent  our  time,  and  what  was  done.  There 
were  seven  general  appropriation  bills,  and  a  par- 
tial one  to  provide  for  ourselves.    The  latter  was 
passed  without  a  moment's  discussion,  and  ap- 
proved on  the  8th  of  January.    The  general  acts 
made  provision  for  pensioners,  for  civil  and  diplo- 
matic officers  and  objects,  for  the  military  academy, 
for  the  army,  for  the  navy,  for  fortifications,  and 
for  the  Indian  department    These  bills,  according 
to  tbe  rules  of  our  House,  should  contain  no  appro- 
priations except  such   as  are  sanctioned   or   re- 
quired by.  pre-existing  laws;  and  it  would  seem 
that,  ii  so  limited  and  confined,  it  would  consume 


very  little  time  to  act  on  and  pass  them.    If  a 
prior  law  required  the  appropriation,  no  member 
who  regarded  tbe  faith  and  honor  of  the  country 
would  refuse  to  vote  for  it,  and  there  would  be 
no  occasion  for  long  speeches.    Amendments  to 
limit   an    appropriation,  or   to  curtail    it  pros- 
pectively, might  give  rise  to  considerable  debate; 
but  even  thee,  not  much  time  would  be  corisumed 
if  all  the  extraneous  matter  was  cautiously    ex- 
cluded from  the  debate.    But,  instead  of  observ- 
ing this  very  obvious  and  proper  course,  the  prac- 
tice has  been  to  waste  time  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  upon  an  appropriation  bill,  by  speaking 
about  every  thing  that  the  mind  and  heart  of  man 
can  conceive  of.    The  twenty-two  public  acts  of 
last  session,  in  addition  to  the  eight  appropria- 
tion acts,  were:  1,  to  amend  the  act  for   taking 
the  censor,  3,  to  continue  the  office  of  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions;  3,  to  authorize  the  re-issue  of 
Treasury  notes;  4,  to  make  regulations  in  respect 
to  the  registry  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  whale 
fishery;  5,  to  alter]  tbe  time  ot  holding  certain 
court*;  6,  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act 
allowing  soldiers  to  surrender  their  bounty  lands 
and  to  locate  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof;  7,  to  ex* 
tend  for  a  longer  period  the  acts  for  the  relief  ef 
insolvent  debtor?;  8,  to  give  names  to  two  porta, 
to  wit,  Sippteaa  and  hfattapoisett,  (very  good  In- 
dian names;)    9,  to  continue  in  force  the  act  of 
1838,  granting  pre-emptions  until  23d  of  June, 
1849;  10,  to  execute  the  convention  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico;  11,  to  authorise  regis- 
ters and  receivers  to  administer  oaths;  12,  to  dis- 
continue the  office  of  Surveyor  General  when  there 
are  no  longer  lands  to  survey,  and  to  abolish  land 
offices  when  the  unsold  lands  in  the  district  are 
less  than  100.000  acrer,  13,  to  place  the  prisoners 
of  the  United  States  confined  in  Providence,  Bands 
Island,  upon  the  same  footing  with  prisoners  com- 
mitted by  Stale  authority;  14;  to  allow  the  pay- 
ment of  arrears  of  pensions  to  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators when  there  is  no  widow;  15,  to  esta- 
blish the  Sub-Treasury  system;    16,  to  fix   the 
times  of  holding  certain  courts;  17,  to  provide  for 
holding  special  terms  of  court,  when  the  judges 
do  not  attend  at  the  commencement  of  the  term 
prescribed  by  law,  or  when  the  judges  think  pre- 
per  to  bold  special  terms,  and  to  declare  that  judg- 
ments and  decrees  of  the  federal  courts  shall  eeass 
to  be  liens  on  real  estate  in  the  same  manner,  and 
at  like  periods,  with  judgments   and  decrees  of 
State  courts;  18,  to  remove  a  land  office  from  one 
place  to  another; '19,  to  provide  that  jurors  in  the 
federal  courts  shall  possess  the  like  qualification* 
and  be  entitled  to  tbe  like  exemptions  as  jurors  of 
the  highest  State  court;  30,  to  regulate  the  ship- 
ment and  discharge  of  Barmen,  and  the  duties  of 
consuls,  31,  to  add  a  tract  of  country  to  the  Coosa 
land  district;  33,  to  provide  for  the  survey  and  ex- 
ploration of  the  Northeastern  boundary.    Exclu- 
sive of  the  debates  on  the  appropriation  bills,  and 
the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  the  Sub-lVeasury, 
there  was  not  one  week  consumed  in  debntimr  all 
the  other  public  acts.    The  resolution  relative  to 
the  presents  from  the  Imaum  of  Muscat  occa- 
sioned some  debate.    The  other  four  resolution* 
were  disposed  of  in  less  than  as   many   hows. 
The  members  of  State  Legislatures,  who  convene 
Usually  when  we  do,  and  adjourn  often  ra  Februa- 
ry, and  seldom  later  than  March,  and  who,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  months,  pass  hundreds  of  bills  of 
as  much  importance  to  individuals,  and  the  com- 
munity upon  which  they  operate,  as  our  acts,  will 
be  nmased  by  contrasting  their  legislation  with 
ours. 

Why  is  it  that  we  do  comparatively  nothing?  It 
is  because  we  are  too  numerous.  We  are  in  each 
other's  way.  Those  who  know  how  to  act,  and 
are  willing  to  act,  are  hindered  in  tbe  despatch  ef 
business  by  those  who  think  of  little  else  than  the 
"spoils,"  and  who  have  converted  this  body  into  an 
electioneering  conclave,  in  which  the  question  of 
the  succession  rides  over  all  others,  to  the  neglect 
of  every  thing  ehe.  This  is.  the  secret  spring 
whence  flow  the  endless  debates  to  accomplish  the 
elevation  or  overthrow  of  men — to  make  and  un- 
make Presidents— with  a  view  to  secure  faUosSees 
for  ourselves  and  friends.  This  is  the  remaea  final 
on  the  days  set  apart  for  the  ootriderarioti  of  pri- 
vate bills  it  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain  a  que- 
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rum.  Why,  sir,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  take*  last 
session  fifty-one  times  upon  calls  of  the  House  with 
a  view  to  secure  the  attendance  of  absent  members 
and  twenty -five  calls  were  ordered  without  yeas 
and  nays,  making  seventy-sfx  in  all.  The  calls  of 
the  House  will  average  at  least  one  hour.  We  do 
not  sit  in  the  House  more  than  four  hours  a  day 
on  an  average  daring  the  session.  It  follows  that 
we  lost  nineteen  days  last  session  in  efforts  to 
compel  the  attendance  of  members,  and  very  often 
have  1  known  the  House  to  adjourn  for  want  of  a 
quorum  at  an  early  hour,  on  private  bill  day,  with- 
out an  effort  to  secure  the  attendance  of  the  absen- 
tees. Perhaps  soma  member  might  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  adjournment,  and  thus  spend  half 
an  hoar  more  most  uselessly.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  taken  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  times  last 
session  on  questions  of  adjournment,  thus  producing 
a  loss  of  more  than  fifteen  days  of  our  time.  Thir- 
ty-four days  lost  during  one  session  in  calling  the 
yeas  and  nays,  with  a  view  to  compel  members  to 
attend  to  their  business !   Let  the  nation  think  of  it. 

Two  things  will  correct,  to  a  great  extent,  these 
time  wasting  evils.  First,  reduce  salaries,  so  a* 
not  to  present  such  strong  temptations  to  human 
passions:  and,  secondly,  reduce  the  number  of  this 
body  to  double  that  of  the  Senate,  and  then  by  a 
constitutional  provision  limit  it.  There  are  now 
two  hundred  and  forty-two  members  of  this  House, 
each  anxious  to  convince  his  constituents,  by 
speaking,  that  he  is  worthy  of  the  trim  reposed;  and 
many  are  equally  anxious  to  convince  the  Presi- 
dent is,  or  is  to  he,  that  he  is,  to  a  great  extent,  in- 
debted to  them  for  his  elevation.  And  there  are 
not  a  few,  each  of  whom  is  rabidly  anxious  to  con- 
vince the  people  that  he  would  make  as  good,  if 
not  a  belter  President  than  even  the  Father  of  his 
Country.  Only  conceive,  sir,  of  the  ten  thousand 
schemes  of  personal  ambition  or  pecuniary  profit, 
which,  in  the  nature  of  man,  are  constantly  ope- 
rating upon  an  assembly  like  this,  and  our  wonder 
must  cease  that  there  should  be  twenty  up  at  a 
time,  crying  "Mr.  Speaker,"  to  the  extent  of  their 
lungs,  with  a  view  to  obtain  the  floor.  And  then, 
sir,  the  member  who  succeeds,  apprehensive  that 
his  time  will  never  ceme  again,  is  forced,  by  a  sort 
of  necessity,  to  do  as  I  am  now  doing,  wander 
from  the  subject,  and  speak  of  other  matters 
which  be  may  deem  of  vast  importance,  I  have 
known  the  gentlemen  here  to  consume  days  in  de- 
livering a  speech  which,  when  printed,  could  be 
read  in  as  many  hours.  A  great  proof  this  of  their 
want  of  preparation,  and  want  of  a  clear  perception 
of  the  subject.  And  then,  sir,  every  other  member 
has  an  equal  right,  (and,  from  my  experience  here, 
is  very  apt  to  exercise  it,)  and  thus  the  whole  of  a 
long  session  would  be  too  short  to  discuss  any 
one  question  or  magnitude.  It  is  altogether  a 
mistake  to  suppose  that  members  are  content  to 
hear  their  ideas  advanced  by  others.  Every  one 
most  speak  for  himself,  and  hence  the  same  thing 
is  repeated  over  and  over  to  the  hundredth  time. 
We  must  reform  this  course  of  procedure.  If  we 
do  not,  the  Government  will  break  to  pieces  from 
its  utter  incapacity  to  legislate.  It  will  sink  under 
the  disgust  and  contempt  of  an  abused  and  tanta- 
lized people. 

I  have  looked  into  the  last  cnsus,  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  what  was  probable  in  reference  to  making 
this  a  business  body»by  reducing  its  numbers.  A 
ratio  of  sixty  thousand  will  leave  to  the  great  States 
of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  their  present  repre- 
sentation in  number.  But  that  ratio  would  increase 
the  whole  number  of  members  to  249,  and  would 
aggravate  the  evil  resulting  from  numbers.  Under  a 
ratio  of  sixty  thousand,  New  Hampshire,  Connec- 
ticut, Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  Maryland,  and  Ten- 
nessee would  each  lose  one  member;  South  Caro- 
lina and  Kentucky  would  each  lose  two  members; 
North  Carolina  would  lose  three,  and  Virginia  four. 
Under  that  ratio  Louisiana  would  gain  one  mem- 
ber; Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Michigan  would 
each  gain  two  members,  Missouri  three,  Indiana 
and  Illinois  four  each,  and  Ohio  six.  The  other 
States  would  retain  their  present  number  of  mem- 
bers. Ten  States  would  lose  members,  eight  would 
gain,  and  eight  remain  as  they  are.  Now,  I  submit 
it  to  the  American  people  whether  it  would  not  ad- 
ranee  the  public  interests  in  an  eminent  degree  to 
raise  the  ratio  so  as  to  reduce  the  number  of  mem* 


Ders  to  just  double  the  number  of  Senators.  A 
greater  blessing  could  not  be  conferred  on  this  na- 
tion by  the  next  Congress;  and  I  should  rejoice  to 
see  the  people  take  up  the  subject,  and  pour  in  peti- 
tions and  memorials  from  all  quarters  demanding 
this  great  reform.  It  is  the  interest  of  every  citizen, 
politicians  excepted,  [that  it  should  be  made.  It 
would  save  hundreds  of  thousands  annually  to  the 
Tieasury,  and  enable  Congress  to  do  the  public 
business. 

The  example  of  the  British  House  of  Commons 
and  some  of  our  State  Legislatures  «wbere  the  popu- 
lar branch  is  very  numerous,  may  be  referred  to  as 
worthy  of  imitation.  No  one  will  be  deluded  by 
the  reference,  if  he  will  .contrast  the  qualities  to 
which  members  of  Congress  are  indebted  for  their 
election,  with  those  of  the  members  of  the  legisla- 
tive assemblies  alluded  to.  Popular  manners  and 
fine  speaking  talents  are  the  principal  ingredients 
to  please  the  taste  of  the  Republic  No  State  can 
fill  its  legislative  bails  with  hundreds  of  accom- 
plished orators,  although  it  may  be  able  to  send  its 
quota  here.  A  numerous  State  Legislature,  of  ne- 
cessity, must  be  composed  of  a  majority  who  act 
rather  than  talk.  Influential  friends  and  much 
money  rule  the  elections  of  England.  God  forbid 
that  money  should  possess  a  controlling  influence 
over  enr  elections;  and  yet  there  is  great  danger 
that  we  may  be  brought  to  it  by  corruption.  Those 
who  get  here  by  talking  at  home,  will  not  readily 
surrender  their  vocation;  hence  Congress  has  scores 
of  O'Connells,  busied  in  nothing  but  agitations, 
whilst  the  British  Parliament  has  but  one. 

Here  we  talk  to  acquire  fame.  Ii  is  not  so  much 
the  case  in  England.  If  the  House  of  Commons 
debated  as  we  do,  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  any 
thing.  The  members  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
who  declared  independence  and  signed  the  ever- 
memorable  declaration,  were  fifty-six  in  number. 
The  articles  of  confederation,  which  first  united  ths 
States  into  a  social  compact,  were  the  achievement 
of  forty-eight  men.  There  were  only  thirty-nine 
members  of  the  Convention  which'formed  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  8tates.  There  were  only 
sixty-five  members  of  the  first  House  of  Represent- 
atives, upon  whom  were  devolved  the  duties  of  or- 
ganizing the  Government.  .  The  number  of  Repre- 
sentatives fixed  by  the  first  apportionment  under 
the  first  census  was  105,  and  unfortunately  the 
nnmber  has  been  increased  at  each  subsequent  ap- 
portionment. The  greatest  events  in  our  history 
have  been  the  frails  of  ttie  labors  of  deliberative 
assemblies  composed  of  less  than  half  our  present 
numbers.  I  tremble  for  the  fate  of  my  country, 
when  I  contemplate  the  prospect  of  another  war, 
and  perhaps  with  our  old  enemy,  and  reflect  that 
we  Shalt  be  dependent  upon  a  battalion  of  discor- 
dant councillors  in  this  body  to  provide  means  for 
its  conduct  and  issue.  The  inevitable  inefficiency 
of  large  masses  for  any  deliberative  purpose,  or  for 
prompt  action,  will  have  a  mighty  tendency  in  time 
of  war  to  strengthen  the  Executive  arm  of  the  Go- 
vernment. The  plea  of  necessity  wiH  justify  Ex- 
ecutive encroachments,  and  the  people  will  submit, 
because  they  will  see  no  other  hope  of  deliverance; 
and  thus  we  may  tacitly  yield  to  the  arbitrary  aets 
of  a  dictator.  Let  us  return  to  the  examples  set  by 
our  fathers,  by  reducing  this  body  to  the  half  of  its 
present  numbers. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  make  one  remark 
upon  the  shbject  of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  answer 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise,]  and, 
and  others  who  have  opposed  the  distribution,  a'- 
though  I  believe  every  they  urged  is  susceptible  of 
an  easy  refutation.  What  I  desire  to  say  is  new  to 
my  own  mind,  and  I  merely  wish  to  throw  it  ont 
for  consideration.  If  it  has  weight,  and  I  think 
.it  has,  it  will  produce  its  proper  effect  at  the  pro- 
per time. 

The  Articles  of  Confederation  were  in  full  ope- 
ration at  the  time  Virginia  ceded  her  claim  to  the 
country  between  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers 
and  the  lakes,  "for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of 
the  United  States  as  have  become,  or  shall  become, 
members  of  the  Confederation,  Virginia  inclusive, 
.  according  to  their  usual  respective  proportions  in 
I  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be 


faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatever.*' 
The  language  quoted  is  taken  from  the  deed  of 
cession.  Now,  sir,  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
granted  to  the  General  Government  very  limited 
powers,  compared  with  those  conferred  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  (he  United  States.  The  Confederation 
had  no  power  to  levy  and  collect  taie? .  It  was 
even  limited  in  the  amount  of  profit  on  postages  to 
the  expenses  of  the  Post  Office  establishment.  It 
could  make  requisitions  on  the  several  States,  re- 
quiring them  to  fill  the  common  Treasury;  but,  if  the 
States  failed  to  comply,  Congress  had  no  power  to 
coerce  them.  As,  then,  the  States  raised  and  fur- 
nished the  money  in  their  own  modes,  according 
to  the  portions  which  they  were  required  to  pay; 
and  as  the  Confederation  had  no  authority  to  draw 
a  dollar  from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  except 
through  the  action  of  the  State  Legislatures,  I  re- 
quest gentlemen  to  imagine  a  single  case:  8uppose 
the  States,  influenced  by  the  prospect  of  war  had 
placed  in  the  common  Treasury  a  sum  suited  to 
the  emergency;  suppose  the  lowering  difficulty  to 
pass  away,  so  that  the  money  was  not  needed;  is 
there  any  thing  in  the  Articles  cf  Confederation 
which  forbade  the  return  of  the  money  to  the  States 
which  furnished  it?  Would  ft  not  have  been  the 
duty  of  the  Confederation,  in  such  a  case,  to  return 
the  money?  I  believe  every  impartial,  sound  mind 
mast  give  an  affirmative  answer.  Is  there  any  dif- 
ference between  the  money  coming  from  the  sales 
of  public  land,  and  that  supplied  by  the  8tates  un- 
der the  Articles  of  Confederation?  Can  any  one 
take  a  distinction,  upon  which  the  money  drawn  by 
State  taxation  from  the  people  should  go  back  into 
the  Treasuries  of  the  States,  and  yet  the  money 
arising  from  the  sales  of  lands  must  be  retained? 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  deed  of  ces- 
sion, by  which  the  Confederation  acquired  the  title 
of  Virginia,  does  not  declare  that  the  lands  shall  be 
disposed  of  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Confede- 
ration as  a  whole,  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  Con- 
federation exclusively.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  "for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  State*  as 
have  or  shall  become  members  of  the  Confedera- 
tion;" evidently  implying  that  the  proceeds  might 
be  applied  to  State  as  well  as  Confederation  pur- 
poses, and  that  the  great  object  of  the  cession  was 
to  allow  each  State  to  participate  in  a  common 
fund  according  to  a  prescribed  role,  without  limit- 
ing and  restrieting  the  particular  manner  in  which 
tne  fund  should  be  used.  The  Confederation  was 
made  the  trustee,  of  the  fund;  and,  as  such,  there 
could  be  no  more  appropriate  disposition  of  the  mo- 
ney than  to  hand  it  over  to  the  c*tui  que  trutt.  All 
this,  is,  to  my  mind,  perfectly  clear,  under  the  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation.  Nor  can  I  perceive  how 
the  subsequent  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  changes  the  case.  There  may  he 
some  reason  for  saying  that,  as  Congress,  under  the 
Constitution,  derives  supplies  from  its  own  system 
of  taxation,  and  as  the  Government  is  one  of  li- 
mited powers,  money  cannot  be  raised  or  applied 
constitutionally  to  any  other  purposes  except  those 
expressly  enumerated.  But  such  reasons  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  question  in  regard  to  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  especially  that  portion  of  them  ac- 
quired by  cessions  from  the  States.  In  regard  to  the 
public  lands  held  under  the  purchases  o.f  Louisiana 
and  Florida,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  it 
was  designed  to  have  a  difference  made  in  the  mo- 
ney arising  from  their  sale  and  that  coming  from 
the  lands  ceded  by  the  States,  I  place  the  whole 
upon  the  same  footing,  and  take  the  original  posi- 
tion of  the  public  domain,  under  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  as  my  gnide.  There  is  at  least  as 
much  constitutional  warrant  for  placing  the  public 
lands  of  Louisiana  and  Florida  upon  the  same  ba- 
sis as  those  acquired  from  Virginia,  as  there  was 
for  the  purchase  and  annexation  of  these  Territo- 
ries to  the  United  States. 

Some  days  ago,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Duncan]  told  us  that,  four  years  hence,  the  dead 
march,  Old  Roslin  Castle,  would  be  played  at  the 
funeral  ceremonies  of  the  Harrison  administration, 
and  intimated  that  Whig  principles  would  ever  af- 
ter be  consigned  to  oblivion.  That  gentleman  ap- 
peared in  A  new  character.  I  should  never  have 
suspected  him  for  a  prophet,  and  cannot  now  put 
faith  in  his  Locbjel  warning.    Sir,  I  would  com* 
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mend  to  him  and  his  party  other  consolation  for 
their  own  defeat  than  presaging  disasters  to  thoie 
who  have  vanquished  them.  Could  he  but  say, 
"Hell  in  a  just  cause,"  as  we  all  know  he  loves 
poetry,  he  might  have  found  consolation  in  the  re- 
flection that 

'The  sweet  Tillage  mild,  when  wkh  flower*  aba  dream 
Her  dark-flowing  hair  on  some  feauval  day, 

Shall  think  of1'  my  "fate,  till,  neglecting  her  treesee, 
0he  mournfully  tarne  from  her  mirror  away." 

Bat  alas.!  I  fear  the  gentleman  has  fallen  in  the 
cause  which  will  not  even  secure  him  the  sympathy 
of  the  log  cabin  lads  and  lasses,  with  whom,  in 
days  "lang  syne,"  according  to  his  own  account,  he 
drank  new  whiskey  out  of  a  gourd,  and  danced 
after  music  made  upon  three  strings  of  a  cracked 
fiddle. 

8ir,  it  has  not  been  long  since  I  dreadrd  the  suc- 
cess of  locofocoism.  In  my  gloomiest  momenta 
fancy  painted  the  scents  of  the  French  revolution, 
and  located  ihem  in  this  blessed  land.  The  guillo- 
tine, streaming  with  human  gore,  rose  like  a  horri- 
ble vision  before  me,  and  I  saw  fiends,  in  the  gab 
and  semblance  of  men,  seize  the  head  of  the  female 
victim  as  it  rolled  from  the  block,  raise  it  aloft  by 
the  hair,  and  before  the  brain  had  ceased  its  func- 
tions, whilst  yet  a  glare  of  intellectual  perception 
and  horror  shone  from  the  eye  and  countenance, 
spit  upon  and  strike  with  the  fist  in  the  face,  and 
shout  "Hurrah  for  Liberty  and  Equality."  Such 
was  the  conduct  of  the  demon  Le  Gross  to  the  dis- 
severed head  of  the  beautiful  Charlotte  Corde.  If, 
in  a  gloomy  moment  like  this,  the  wizard  f<\  m 
Ohio  bad  told  his  tale,  even  then  I  would  have  said 
for  every  true  Whig  what  the  Highland  chief  de- 
clared for  himself— he  will  fall 

•  With  hie  back  to  the  field  and  hie  foet  to  the  foe; 

And  leating  in  battle  no  blot  on  hie  name, 

Look  proudly  to  Heaven  from  the  death-bed  of  fame.'1 

But,  air,  my  days  of  doubt  and  dismay  are  over. 
It  may  hereafter,  as  it  has  done,  take  a  long  limelo 
enlighten  the  public  mind,  but  I  see  in  the  election 
of  General  Harrison  a  verification  what  the  great 
statesman  said,  "truth  is  omnipotent,  and  public" 
justice  certain."  All  that  a  good  cause  wants  is 
perseverance.  "Blessed  is  he  that  holds  oat  to  the 
end."  And  if  the  Whig  parly  will  only  execute 
their  professed  principles,  reform  abuses,  walk 
humbly  in  the  way  ot  doing  good,  eschew  the  mo- 
narchical and  aristocratical  principles  practised  by 
their  adversaries,  cease  to  follow  their  examples, 
and  remember  that  the  main  object  of  Government 
n  not  to  collect  taxes  lrom  the  many  to  enrich  the 
few,  that  the  glory  of  a  nation  does  not  consist  in 
the  wealth  and  personal  grandeur  of  office  holders,* 
but  in  the  comfort  and  independence  of  a  numer- 
ous, hardy,  and  intelligent  population — in  other 
words,  let  the  Whigs  renounce  the  doctrines  of  the 
"spoils  system,"  and  their  political  power  will  con- 
tinue whilst  the  Alleghanies  maintain  their  founda- 


Let  the  Whigs  give  the  nation  a  well  regulated 
National  Bank.  Let  them  amend  the  Constitution, 
and  limit  the  eligibility  of  the  President  to  one 
term;  place  the  revenues  of  the  country  exclusive- 
ly in  the  hands  of  the  Representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, under  the  management  of  a  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  chosen  by  them-,  make  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment wholly  independent  of  the  Executive;  re- 
lieve inferior  Executive  officers  from  the  condition 
of  slavery  in  which  they  are  placed,  and  allow  no 
arbitrary  political  punishments  to  be  inflicted  on 
those  who  faithfulty  and  honestly  discharge  their 
official  duties;  render  members  of  Congress  ineli- 
gible to  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  President  for  a 
limited  time  after  their  representative  terms  expire; 
give  good  bat  not  extravagant  salaries;  let  the  elec- 
tion of  President  be  national,  and  made  directly  by 
the  people,  without  the  agency  of  electoral  col- 
leges; yea,  sir,  let  the  Whigs  do  the  things  they 
have  promised,  and  they  will,  by  so  doing,  perpetu- 
ate their  power  and  their  principles,  and  secure 
blessing  and  praise*  from  a  prosperous  and  con- 
tented people.  If  they  fail,  political  pledges  are 
mere  mockeries;  Republican  Government,  a 
humbug;  professions  of  honesty,  the  trick  of  a 
hypocrite;  and  our  hopes  of  human  liberty,  the 
ignis  fatuus  of  a  benighted  world — the  phosphores- 
cence which  lures  to  destruction. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  GIDDINGS, 

OF  OHIO, 
In  the  HmkH  of  Uepreunt*tivt$,  F$brumri  9,  1841— 
On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Thompson,  of  South 
Carolina,  to  appropriate  "one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  for  the  removal,  subsistence,  and  benefit 
of  fcuch  of  the  Seminole  Chiefs  and  warriors  as 
may  surrender  for  emigration." 
Mr.  Giddinos  said  he  rose  to  congratulate  the 
country  upon  the  prospect  of  bringing  this  unhap- 
py war  to  a  close.    I  am,  (said  he,)  however,  in 
some  degree  incredulous  as  to  its  speedy  termina- 
tion by  the  means  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompson.) 

While  I  would  go  as  far  as  any  member  to 
bring  this  war  to  an  immediate  close,  I  think  it 
important  that  we  should  'carefully  examine  the 
causes  that  brought  it  on,  the  reasons  of  its  repeated' 
renewal  and  continuation,  in  order  that  we  may  be 
able  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  ensure  peace 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  I  think  the  plan 
proposed  is  defective  in  one  particular;  and  before 
I  take  my  seat,  1  intend  to  offer  an  amendment, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  will  correct  the  omission. 

This  war  has  become  a  subject  of  deep  interest 
to  the  people  of  the  nation.  It  has  continued  to  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  the  Government  and  the  ef- 
forts of  the  army  for  more  than  five  years.  Our 
•fficers  and  soldiers  have  fallen  victims  to  the  cli- 
mate, and  to  the  hostile  tribe  with  whom  we  have 
been  contending.  Near  forty  millions  of  the  na- 
tional treasure  have  been  swallowed  up  in  this 
most  unfortunate  contest.  Tne  attention  of  our 
people  has  often  been  called  to  these  facts;  while 
few,  very  few,  of  them  have  been  fully  informed 
as  to  the  original  exciting  cause  of  this  war,  or  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  renewed  and  con- 
ducted. Our  army  has  been  defeated,  and  I  fear 
that  our  national  honor  has  not  remained  alto- 
gether untarnished.  "Rumor,  with  her  thousand 
tongues,"  has  whispered  of  transactions  which,  if 
real,  ought  to  be  known;  if  not,  these  rumors  should 
be  forever  silenced.  The  able  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont,  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Everxtt,] 
in  1836,  gave  us  some  idea  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  Indians  with  whom  we  are  now  contending 
were  treated.  Oar  own  violations  of  the  treaty 
with  them,  while  we  required  a  rigid  observance  on 
their  part  of  all  its  terms,  were  clearly  and  ably  ex- 
pressed by  him.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  review 
our  treaties  wi'h  tho*e  Indians,  or  to  speak  of  the 
manner  in  which  those  treaties  were  effected,  or  of 
the  great  injustice  done  to  the  Indians,  except  where 
these  subjects  have  manifestly  conduced  to  the 
disastrous  war  now  under  discussion.  It  is,  how- 
ever, my  purpobe  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  causes  which  led  to  these  hostilities; 
to  that  policy  which  has  involved  us  in  tbe  vast 
sacrifice  of  life  and  treasure,  expended  in  Florida 
during  the  last  five  years,  and  to  the  effect  which 
that  policy  has  had  upon  the  rights  and  the  inte- 
rests of  the  free  States.  I  also  propose  to  examine, 
for  a  few  minutes,  the  manner  in  which  this  war 
has  been  conducted,  as  well  as  the  effect  which  the 
conduct  of  our  high  officers  of  Government  must 
have  upon  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  the  free 
States,  and  upon  the  honor  of  our  nation.  In  do- 
ing this,  I  intend  to  test  the  constitutionality  of 
that  policy  by  those  plain  and  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  our  Government  to' which  I  think  must  all 
yield  assent.  In  claiming  for  my  constituents  and  the 
State  which  1,  in  part,  have  the  honor  to  represent, 
as  well  as  for  the  free  State  {generally,  the  rights 
and  privileges  which  I  think  belong  to  them,  and 
which  I  think  should  be  held  sacred  by  every  of- 
ficer of  Government,  I  shall  rely  upon  no  princi- 
ple that  has  not  been  frequently  asserted  by  the 
slave  States,  and  by  both  ot  the  great  political  par- 
ties. Indeed,  I  intend  to  assert  no  principle  but 
such  as  will  command  the  assent  of  every  member 
on  this  floor. 

I  have  made  these  preliminary  remarks  in  order 
that  the  committee  may  the  better  understand  what 
I  intend  to  say  hereafter,  and,  having  stated  my 
premises,  I  will  enter  upon  an  investigation  of  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  Florida  war.  Before  I  do 
this,  however,  I  will  take  occasion  to  say  that  the 
lands  occupied  by  these  Indians  formed  no  induce- 
ment for  us  to  enter  upon  this  war.   General  Jesup 


sayc,  "those  land*  would  not  pay  for  the  medicines 
used  by  our  troops  while  employed  against  the  In- 
dians." The  Seminole  Indians,  by  die  treaty  en- 
tered into  at  Payne's  Landing,  on  the  9th  May,  A. 
D.  1832,  agreed  to  emigrate  west  of  the  Mississippi 
upon  certain  conditions.  I  shall  not  inquire  whe- 
ther those  conditions  were  performed  on  oar  part, 
or  whether  the  Indians  were  or  were  not  morally 
bound  to  the  observance  of  this  stipulation.  It  is 
well  known  that  they  refused  to  emigrate,  and  that 
such  refusal  induced  General  Jackson  to  order  the 
military  force  ef  the  United  States  to  Florida  to 
compel  them  to  emigrate.  This  attempted  com- 
pulsion brought  on  the  hostilities  which  still  con- 
tinue. The  important  question  now  proposed,  and 
whiah  I  intend  to  answer,  is,  Why  did  they  refuse 
to  emigrate?  The  answer,  however,  may  be  round 
in  Executive  documents  of  the  24th  Congress,  at  its 
first  session,  (House  Document  No.  271,  p.  8,)  in 
an  official  letter  of  Wiley  Thompson,  Indian  agent, 
to  Wm.  P.  Duval,  Governor  of  Florida,  dated 
January  1,  1834,  nearly  a  year  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  hostilities.  Speaking  of  the  un- 
willingness of  tbe  Indians  to  emigrate,  General 
Thompson  says:  "Tne  principal  causes  which  ope- 
rate to  cherish  this  feeling  hostile  to  emigration  are, 
first,  the  fear  that  their  reunion  with  the  Creek?, 
which  will  subject  them  to  the  government  and  con- 
trol of  the  Creek  national  council,  will  be  a  sur- 
render of  a  large  negro  property,  now  held  by  those 
people,  to  tbe  Greeks,  as  an  antagonist  claimant." 

Thus,  sir,  we  have  official  intelligence  that  the 
principal  cause  of  the  war  was  the  fear  of  losing 
this  "negro  property."  And  we  are  led  to  inquire 
into  the  hittory  of  these  conflicting  claims  to  the 
"negro  property"  between  the  Creeks  and  Semi- 
notes. 

In  the  letter  above  quoted,  General  Thompson, 
speakiog  further  on  the  subject,  says:  "Tbe  Creek 
claim  to  negroes  now  in  tbe  possession  of  the  Se- 
minole Indians,  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  first 
cause  of  hostility  to  the  emigration  of  the  latter 
tribe,  grows  out  of  the  treaty  of  1821  between  the 
United  States  and  the  former."  We  have  now 
traced  the  original  and  principal  cause  of  this  war, 
as  given  by  the  Indian  agent,  to  the  treaty  of  In- 
dian Spring,  made  on  the  8th  January,  1821.  This 
is  the  official  report  of  an  accredited  officer  of  Go- 
vernment, who  had  long  mingled  in  the  councikof 
the  Indians,  and  who  was  most  familiar  with  their 
vfcws,  and  whose  word,  I  presume,  was  never 
doubted.  I  will  now  ask  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee for  a  moment,  while  I  relate  some  of  tbe 
historical  facts  that  brought  about  this  treaty  of 
1821. 

We  are  all  aware  that  Indians  frequently 
commit  trespasses  upon  the  property  of  their  white 
neighbors.  la  1802,  Congress  passed  a  law  by 
which  the  people  of  Georgia  received  pay  for  all 
such  trespasses  committed  subsequently  by  the 
Creek  Indians  from  the  public  treasure,  and  the 
amount  thus  paid  was  retained  from  the  anaoites 
or  other  moneys  due  the  Indians.  By  the  treaty  of 
1821,  an  attempt  was  made  to  obtain  for  the  peo- 
ple of  Georgia  pay  for  slaves  who  had  left  their 
masters  and  taken  up  their  residence  with  the  In- 
dians prior  to  1802;  and  an  agreement  was  obtained 
from  them,  consenting  that  the  United  States 
should  pay  to  tbe  people  of  Georgia  the  amount 
found  due  them  for  such  losses  prior  to  1802,  and 
retain  the  amount  thus  paid  oufof  the  money  due 
tbe  Indians  for  the  lands  sold  to  the  United  States; 
provided  the  sum  thus  found  due  should  not  exceed 
$250,000.  The  indemnity  sought  for  the  slave- 
holders of  Georgia,  by  this  treaty  was  for  Josses 
sustained  twenty  years  prior  to  the  treaty,  and  ex* 
tending  back  an  indefinite  period. 

Under  this  treaty  tbe  Creek  Indians  were  com- 
pelled to  pay  for  slaves  that  had  left  their  masters 
forty  or  fifty  years  prior  to  the  date  of  the  treaty. 
Nor  were  they  compelled  merely  to  pay  for  slaves 
that  lived  or  "bad  taken  np  their  residence  wHh  she 
Indians;  but  they  were  charged  for  the  value  of  the 
slave  when  shown  to  have  left  his  master  without 
proof  that  be  was  with  tbe  Indians,  or  had  any  ex- 
istence in  their  country.  I  speak  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  Mr.  Wirt,  late  Attorney  General,  as  'ex- 
pressed in  Executive  Document  No.  128,  1st  ses- 
sion 20tb  Congress.  Nor  were  those  abuses  unac- 
companied with  others  of  equally  flagrant  chars*- 
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ler.  Mr.  Wirt,  in  ihe  tame  communication*  as- 
sores  the  President  that  ibe  price  allowed  for  a 
slave  was  two  or  three  times  his  real  value.  '  Yet, 
after  paying  for  all  the  slaves  that  could  be  shown 
to  have  left  their  masters,  at  two  or  three  times 
their  real  value,  together  with  other  property  taken 
or  destroyed  by  the  Semiaoles  prior  to  1802,  it  was 
found  that  the  whole  amounted  to  but  $101,000, 
leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  1149,000 
belonging  to  the  Indians.  This  money,  however, 
was  not  returned  to  the  Indians,  but  was  retained 
by  Government  until  1834,  when  the  owners  of  the 
fugitive  slaves  petitioned  Congress  that  it  might  be 
divided  among  them.  This  petition  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  the  chair- 
man, an  honorable  member  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Gilmjer,]  reported  in  favor  of  dividing'  the  money 
among  the  owners  of  the  fugitive  slaves  as  a  com- 
pensation for  the  offspring  which  the  slaves  would 
have  borne  had  they  remained  in  bondase.  Tnis 
plan,  which  I  think  sets  at  perfect  defiance  all 
Yankee  calculations,  was  rejected  by  Congress. 
But  a  bill  was  subsequently  introduced,  providing 
for  a  division  of  ihis  money  among  the  owners  of 
those  slaves  by  way  of  interest,  in  direct  violation 
of  the  treaty,  and  notwithstanding  they  bad.  pre- 
viously received  two  or  three  times  the  real  value 
of  their  slaves;  and  this  bill  soon  passed  into  a 
law.  This  was  done  in  1834.  These  slaves  had 
most  of  them  united  with  the  Seminoles  or  runa- 
ways in  the  penintula  of  Florida,  and  the  Creeks, 
(from  whom  the  Seminoles  had  formerly  sepa- 
rated,) having  paid  to  the  people  of  Georgia  two  or 
three  times  the  value  of  these  slave?,  now  claimed 
them  as  their  property.  The  Creeks  bad  mostly 
gone  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  their  agents  were 
in  Florida  demanding  these  negroes  of  the  Semi- 
noles. The  Seminoles,  in  the  mean  time,  it  is  said, 
had  intermarried  with  the  negroes,  and  stood  con- 
nected with  them  in  all  the  relations  of  domestic 
life.  If  they  emigrated  west,  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren would  be  taken  from  them  by  the  Creeks  as 
slaves;  if  they  remained  in  Florida,  they  must  de- 
fend themselves  against  the  army  of  the  United 
Stales.  With  them,  sir,  it  was  war  on  one  side, 
and  slavery  on  the  other.  This  state  of  things  was 
entirely  brought  about  by  the  efforts  of  our  Go- 
vernment to  obtain  pay  for  the  fugitive  slaves  of 
Georgia. 

This  interference  of  the  Federal  Government  in 
behalf  of  slavery  in  Georgia  appears  to  have  b;en 
the  origin  of  all  our  Florida  difficulties. 

[Mr.  Wabrsn,  of  Georgia,  called  Mr.  Giodinos 
to  order  on  the  ground  of  irrelevancy. 

Tbe  Chairman,  Mr.  Clifford,  of  Maine,  de- 
cided that  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Giddinch  respecting 
the  origin  of  tbe  Florida  war  were  in  order;  and 
Mr.  G.  proceeded.] 

I  think  this  interposition  of  our  Federal  Govern- 
ment unconstitutional  and  improper,  and  will  as- 
sign ihe  reasons  of  that  opinion. 

[Mr.  Habersham,  of  Georgia,  called  Mr.  Gid- 
dings  to  order,  and  stated  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  bad  intimated  his  intention  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  proposition  before  the  House,  and  was 
proceeding  to  make  a  speech  pretty  freely  interlarded 
with  abolition,  while  this  committee  were  yet  unin- 
formed as  to  the  tsrmsof  the  amendment  he  in- 
tended to  offer. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  remarks. of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohfo  had  reference  to  the  proposi- 
tion before  the  House,  and  were  therefore  in 
order. 

Mr.  Habersham  desired  to  hear  the  amend- 
ment.] 

Mr.  Giddihos  resumed.  I  arose,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  discuss  the  Florida  war,  and  I  intend  do- 
ing so,  and  cannot  be  drawn  off  upon  any  collate- 
ral points,  nor  frightened  from  it  by  the  cry  of  Abo- 
lition. 

1  will,  however,  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia, that  I  have  not  said,  nor  do  I  iritend  saying, 
one  word  upon  the  subject  of  Abolition,  although  s 
may  perhaps  touch  upon  the  doctrine  of  State  right 
and  strict  construction. 

I  hold  that  if  the  slaves  of  Georgia  or  any  other 
8tate  leave  their  masters,  the  Federal  Government 
has  no  constitutional  authority  to  employ  our  army 
or  navy  for  their  recapture,  or  to  apply  the  nation- 


al treasure  to  repurchase  them.  We  possess  no 
constitn  tional  power  to  do  either.  If,  however,  gen- 
tlemen of  tbe  South,  who  hold  to  a  strict  and  rigid 
construction  of  that  instrument,  will  point  me  to 
the  clause  of  our  Constitution  containing  such  au- 
thority, I  will  confess  my  obligations  to  them.  Such 
power  would  necessarily  include  the  power  to  tax 
the  free  States  to  an  indefinite  extent  lor  the  sup- 
port of  slavery,  and  for  arresting  every  fugitive 
slave  who  has  fled  from  his  master,  within  the 
several  States  <f  ibis  Union.  Such  power  I  deny 
most  distinctly  and  emphatically.  But,  sir,  we 
have  as  much  light  to  do  this  directly  as  we  have 
to  do  it  indirectly.  We  have  as  much  power  to 
employ  our  army  and  navy  in  recapturing  fugitive 
slaves,  as  we  have  to  make  a  treaty  with  the  In- 
dians to  retake  such  fugitives,  and  then  employ 
our  army  and  navy  to  compel  the  Indians  to  do  it. 
We  have  as  much  power  to  tax  the  free  States, 
and  apply  the  money  directly  for  tbe  purchase  of 
fugitive  slaves,  as  we  have  to  tax  them  to  carry 
on  a  war  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  the  surren- 
der of  such  slaves,  or  even  to  apply  the  national 
treasure  to  the  holding  of  such  treaties.  In  truth, 
sir,  we  have  no  power  whatever  over  the  subject 
or  institution  of  slavery  within  the  several  States 
of  this  Union.  We  have  neither  the  power  to  sus- 
tain nor  abolish  it,  to  create  or  destroy  it.  I  mean, 
sir,  that  we  have  no  such  powers  delegated  to  us  for 
any  purpose  whatever.  We  have  not  the  power  to 
sustain  it  in  the  South,  or  establish  it  in  the  North. 
I  know  it  is  said,  and  repeated,  and  asserted,  that 
a  portion  of  the  people  of  the  free  States  hold  that 
we  have  power  io  abolish  slavery  in  tbe  States.  I 
can  only  say  that  I  have  never  met  with  any  intel- 
ligent man  who  has  advanced  such  doctrine  in  my 
hearing.  For  my  own  part,  I  believe  we  have  as 
much  power  to  establish  slavery  in  the  free  States 
as  we  have  to  abolish  it  in  the  slave  States.  I  say 
nay  nothing  of  the  constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gress over  the  slave  trade  between  the  States.  But, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  willing  to  believe  that  any 
gentleman  on  this  floor  will  urge  the  right  of  taxing 
tbe  freemen  of  the  North  for  the  holding  in  slavery 
the  colored  men  at  the  South. 

I  would  not  use  those  distinctions  of  North  and 
South,  could  I  avoid  them.  Yet  I  think  no  apolo- 
gy is  due  from  me  on  this  point,  as  I  have  con- 
stantly heard  them  used,  and  repeated,  and  reite- 
rated by  gentlemen  from  a  certain  portion  of  the 
Union,  during  the  three  years  I  have  had  a  seat  in 
thi<  hall. 

But,  sir,  I  wish  further  to  look  into  this  power, 
or  rather  the  want  of  power,  in  Congress  over  sla- 
very within  tbe  States  of  this  Union.  In  Decem- 
ber, A.  D.  1838,  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire [Mr.  Athirton]  introduced  to  this  House,  a 
resolution  expressing  the  sense  of  the  House  in  re- 
gard to  this  power. 

[The  Chaibman  informed  Mr.  Giooiffas  that  the 
discussion  of  those  resolutions  would  not  be  in  or- 
der] 

1  had,  Mr.  Chairman,  no  idea  of  discussing  those 
resolutions.  I  merely  refer  to  one  of  them,  as  ex- 
pressing the  views  of  the  North  and  of  tbe  South 
on  ihis  subject.  It  speaks  the  voice  of  all  the  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight  members  who  voted  for.it.  It 
reads  as  follows:  "Resolvtd,  That  this  Government 
is  a  Government  of  limited  powers;  that,  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  has  no  power 
whatever  over  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  se- 
veral States  of  this  Union."  This  resolution  re- 
ceived the  almost  unanimous  support  of  this  House. 
There  were  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  votes  in 
favor  of  it,  and  but  six  against  it.  I  voted  for  it 
myself,  because  I  deemed  it  correct.  Every  mem- 
ber from  the  slave  States  voted  for  it.  I  shall  be 
slow  to  suspect  lhat  any  of  those  gentlemen  will 
now  change  their  position,  and  say  that  we  have 
power  to  sustain  slavery;  and  that,  in  voting  for  the 
resolution^  they  only  intended  to  say  that  we  hare 
no  power  whatever  over  the  subject  to  abolish  it  I 
am  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  at  times  interposed  its  influence  to  obtain 
for  the  citizens  of  slave  States  compensation  for 
slaves  taken  by  Indian  tribes  and  by  Great  Britain* 
But  this  fact  famishes  no  argument  against  the  po- 
sition I  have  assumed.  The  cases  alluded  to  were 
merely  the  acts  of  tbe  Executive,  interposed  by 


common  consent,  without  discussion  or  objection, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  such  tribe  or 
Government  a  compensation  which  we  have  uni- 
formly refused  when  demanded  of  ourselves;  for  I 
believe  it  to  be  well  understood  that  we  have  never, 
in  any  instance,  paid  the  owner  for  the  loss  of  a 
slave,  even  when  such  slave  was  pressed  into  the 
public  service,  and  killed  while  thus  in  the  employ 
of  (government.  The  Florida  war,  having  its 
origin  in  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment to  sustain  slavery  in  one  of  the  States  of 
this  Union,  is  so  far  unconstitutional,  and  is  directly 
opposed  to  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  resolution 
above  quoted,  which  received  the  unanimous  sup- 
port of  the  >lave  States. 

And  now,  having  called  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  remote  and  principal  cause  of  this 
war,  I  will  ask  theft'  attention  to  some  of  the  more 
proximate  and  immediate  causes.  On  tbe  31st  of 
May,  1836,  this  House  adopted  a  resolution  calling 
upon  the  then  President  for  "information  respect- 
ing tbe  canses  of  the  Florida  war."  On  the  3d 
June,  tbe  President  transmitted  to  the  House  sun- 
dry papers  relating  to  that  subject,  among  which 
may  be  found  an  address  or  petition  of  nearly  one 
hundred  gentlemen,  said  to  be  among  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  Florida,  calling  on  the  President  to 
interpose  the  power  of  the  General  Government  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  them  in  the  possession  of 
their  slaves.  These  gentlemen,  speaking  of  the 
Seminole  Indians,  say:  *  While  this  indomitable 
people  continue  where  they  now  are,  the  owners  of 
slaves  in  our  Territory,  and  even  in  the  States  con- 
tiguous, cannot  for  a  moment,  in  any  thing  like  se- 
curity, enjoy  this  kind  of  property.'* 

This  was  a  plain,  direct,  and  palpable  request 
for  the  President  to  interpose  the  strong  arm  of  tbe 
nation  in  behalf  of  slavery.  Nor  did  the  Presiden  r 
remain  deaf  to  such  reques*;  but  he  immediately 
endorsed  an  order  on  tbe  back  of  the  petition,  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  inquiry,  and 
if  tbe  charges  were  found  true,  "to  direct  the  In- 
dians to  prepare  forthwith  to  remove  west  of  tbe 
Mississippi."  Soon  after  this,  the  treaty  of  Payne's 
Landing,  having  remained  nearly  two  years  un- 
noticed by  the  President,  was  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
their  sanction;  and  every  preparation  was  made  to 
compel  the  Indians,  by  physical  force,  to  remove 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  A  correspondence  was 
carried  on  with  ibe  officers  of  our  army;  and  all 
the  military  force  that  could  well  be  brought  to* 
Florida  was  concentrated  there,  for  Ihe  purpose  of 
compelling  the  Indians,  at  the  point  of  tbe  ba*  onet, 
to  emigrate.  This  was  done  without  even  laying 
the  subject  before  Congress,  or  asking  for  any  le- 
gislative action. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enlarge  on  this  point,  or 
to  comment  upon  this  very  extraordinary  interpo- 
sition of  Executive  influence  in  favor  of  slavery, 
without  constitutional  or  legitimate  sanction.  Nei- 
ther have  1  time  to  comment  upon  the  manner  in 
which  tbe  treaty  of  Payne's  Landing  was  obtained 
from  the  Indians;  nor  upon  the  extraordinary  terms 
of  that  treaty;  nor  upon  the  still  more  extraordina- 
ry method  of  enforcing  the  Indians  to  an  observance 
of  the  compact  by  the  use  of  the  bayonet,  without 
consulting  the  legislative  authority,  in  defiance  of 
justice,  and  without  precedent  But  I  desire  to  ex- 
amine into  the  causes  of  this  war,  and  discover 
how  far  it  has  had  its  origin  in  attempts  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  support  and  maintain  slavery  at  tbe  na- 
tional eipens? ,  and  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
free  States.  In  doing  this,  I  shall  speak  from  no 
vague  conjecture  or  uncertain  suspicion;  but  what 
I  say  shall  be  "from  the  book" — from  documenta- 
ry evidence  and  official  reports. 

The  address  to  which  I  have  called  the  attention 
of  the  committee  estimates  tbe  number  of  negroes 
among  the  Seminole  Indians  at  that  time  at  more 
than  five  hundred;  and  they  declare  it  as  their  be- 
lief that  four-fifths  of  them  are  fugitive  slaves.  On 
the  20th  January,  1834,  Gov.  Duval,  in  a  letter  to 
tbe  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  says:  "The 
slaves  belonging  to  the  Indians  have  a  controlling 
influence  over  the  minds  of  their  masters,  and  are 
entirely  opposed  to  any  change  of  residence.  It 
will  be  best  at  once  to  adopt  firm  and  decided  mea- 
sures, such  as  will  demonstrate  to  the  Indians  the 
determination  of  tbe  Government  to  see  the  treaty 
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justly  and  fairly  executed.  This  cannot  be  done 
until  the  bands  of  outlaws  (fugitive  slaves)  men- 
tioned in  the  agent's  report  are  arrested  and  broken 
up;  for,  so  long  as  they  are  permitted  to  remain, 
every  Indian  that  is  unwilling  to  emigrate  will  seek 
their  protection."  No  man,  perhaps,  possessed 
better  knowledge  of  these  facts  than  Governor  Du- 
val, who  assures  us  that  ths  negroes  controlled  the 
Indians,  and  that  the  Indians  sought  the  protection 
and  support  of  the  fugitive  slaves.  He  farther  as- 
sures us  that  nothing  could  be  done  while  those  fu- 
fitive  slaves  were  permitted  to  remain  in  F.orida. 
I  gentlemen  will  bear  this  advice  in  mind,  they 
will  better  understand  the  policy  that  subsequently 
guided  onr  army  against  the  Indians. 

In  a  letter  dated  January  26,  1834,  Gov.  Daval 
says:  "The  slaves  belonging  to  the  Indians  must  be 
made  to  fear  for  themselves  before  they  will  cease 
to  influence  the  minds  of  their  masters."  You  may 
be  assured  (says  he)  that  the  first  step  towards  the 
emigration  of  these  Indians  must  be  the  breaking 
up  of  the  runaway  slaves  and'  outlaw  Indians.*' 
Thus  we  are  informed  that  the  war  must  be  first 
wsged  against  the  fugitive  slaves.  Perhaps  I  ought 
to  explain  that  slavery  among  the  Indians  is  very 
different  from  what  it  is  among  the  whites.  It  is 
comparative  independence.  Hence  the  slaves  of 
4ht  Indians  have  a  perfect  horror  of  slavery  amoflfe 
ths  white  people.  Of  course  the  fugitive  slaves  and 
the  Indian  slaves  become  intimate  friends,  &nd  act 
in  concert  for  the  liberty  of  all. 

[Mr.  Campbell  of  South  Carolina  called  Mr. 
Giddimos  to  order,  and  stated  that  the  member  from 
Ohio  was  evidently  availing  indirectly  an  institu- 
»  tion  which,  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  was  not  lia- 
ble to  be  assailed. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  had  expressed  his  intention  to  discuss  the 
Florida  war,  and  he  had  understood  the  remarks 
as  having  reference  to  that  subject  The  Chair 
could  not  attribute  a  different  motive  from  that 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  himself.  I  am  (said 
he)  therefore  constrained  to  say  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  is  in  order.] 

Mr.  Giddiros  resumed.    I  was  not  aware,  Mr. 
Chairman,  tha<  our  tules  protected  from  discussion 
any  institution  whatever.    I  will,  however,  assure 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  that  I  shall 
only  allude  to  the  subject  of  slavery  so  far  as  it 
stands  connected  with  the  Florida  war.    That,  so 
'  far  as  it  has  been  the  means  of  drawing  forty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  from    the  public  Treasury,  and 
most  of  it  from  the  free  States,  I  intend  to  assail 
it,  and  no  further.    Governor  Duval  says  "these 
slaves  must  first  be  made  to  fear  for  themselves.4' 
The  war  was  first  to  be  waged  against  slave?,  for 
the  reason  that  they  influenced  the  minds  of  their 
masters  in  favor  of  liberty.    In  other  words,  the 
war  must  be  directed  against  the  right  of  a  slave  to 
express  his  mind  to  his  Indian  master  on  the  sub- 
ject of  human  rights.  Sir,  these  slaves  were  made 
to  fear  for  themselves  in  pursuance  of  these  inti- 
mations of  Governor  Duvai,  as  I  will  now  endea- 
vor to  shew  this  committee.    On  the  28<h  October, 
1834,  General  Thompson,  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  says:  * 'There 
are  many  very  likely  negroes  in  this  nation,  (Semi- 
nole.)   Some  of  the  whites  in  the  adjacent  settle- 
ments manifest  a  restless  desire  to  obtain  them, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that.  Indian  raised  negroes  are 
now  in  possession  of  the  whites."    Thus,  sir,  it 
seems  that  kidnapping  was  not  unknown  in  that 
country.    This  same  General  Thompson,  the  ac- 
credited officer  of  this  Government,  on  the  9ih 
January,  1835,  advises  Government  "that  an  ex- 
pedition should  be  set  on  foot  for  the  double  pur- 
pose of  diiving  the  Indians  within  their  boundary, 
and  to  capture  negroes,  many  of  whom  it  is  be- 
lieved are  runaway  slaves."    And,  sir,  our  army 
was  put  in  motion  to  capture  negroes  and  slaves, 
as  we  shall  find  in  the  sequel.    But  I  wish  te  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  for  a  few  moments 
to  the  manner  in  which  these  slaves,  in  the  words 
of  Governor  Duval,  were  "made  to  fear  for  them- 
selves."   On  the  28th  July,  1835,  John  Walker, 
one  of  the  Appalacbicola  chiefs  belonging  to  the 
Seminole  band,  wrote   Gen.   Thompson,  Indian 
agent,  as  follows: 

"I  am  (says  he)  induced  to  write  you  in  consequence  of  the 
depredations  making,  and  attempted  to  bo  made,  upon  my  pro- 
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Brown  and  Douglass .  f^*Jtojfmt*^h™i*** 
act  I  dislike  to  make  any  irouble  or  to  ha?e  any  difficulty 
with  any  of  the  white  people.  But  If  they  irae*  upon  my 
premises  and  my  rights,  1  must  defend  myself  in  the  best  way 
FcaS  If  tbeyd6mLrihisattompt-«d  I  haw  no  doubt  they 
will-they  must  bear  the  consequences.  But  J*****™™ 
la « to  protect  reel  Are  the  free  negroes  and  the  nj*J°~  be- 
longing in  this  town  to  be  stolen  away  publicly,  and.  »«*•»«* 
of  all  law  and  justice,  carried  off  and  sold  to  rill  ths  pockets  of 
these  worse  than  land  pirates?  Douglass  and  his  company 
hired  a  man  who  has  two  lsrge  trained  dogs  ^jWQ" 
come  down  and  take  Billey.  He  is  from  Mobile,  and  foUows 
tor  a  livelihood  catching  runaway  negroes." 

This,  sir,  is  the  language  of  a  savage,  addressed 
to  his  civiliaed  neighbors.  He  called  in  vain  ivt 
protection.  A  few  days  after  the  date  of  this  let- 
ter be  was  robbed  of  all  his  negro*;  so  says  the 
report  of  the  United  States  attorney,  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  dated  April  31,  1836. 
Bat  of  the  nnmber  of  freemen  kidnapped  at  the 
same  time  we  are  not  intormed.  At  all  events, 
"the  slaves  were  made  to  fear  for  themselves,"  as 
Governor  Daval  advised.  Can  we  wonder  that 
these  Indians  were  driven  to  acts  of  desperation? 

Here,  sir,  is  the  first  mention  1  have  met  of  the 
use  of  "bloodhounds"  in  this  Florida  war.    They 
were  used  by  "negro  stealers,11  for  the  purpose  of 
catching  the  colored  people  of  Florida,  and  onr  of- 
ficers have  copied  the  example.    But  I  intend  giv- 
ing farther  examples  of  the  usci  of  bloodhoands  be- 
fore I  close.    I  have,  however,  no  time  for  com- 
ment.   My  object  is  to  place  facts  before  the  peo- 
ple of  this  nation,  and  let  ef ery  man  make  his  own 
comments,  and  draw  his  .own  conclusions.    I  will 
gi?e  one  more  example  of  the  mode  of  "teaching 
slaves  to  fear  for  themselves.1'    E-con-chattimico 
was  also  an  Indian  chief  of  the  Seminole  band, 
living  upon  the  Appalacbicola  river,  and  was  per- 
haps one  who  signed  the  treaty  at  Camp  Monltrie 
in  1833,  by  which  we  solemnly  pledged  the  faith 
of  this  nation  to  protect  the  Indians  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  lives  and  property.    This  chief  is 
said  to  have   owned  twenty   slaves,   valued   at 
$15,000.    Tnese  "negro  stealers"  were  seen  bow- 
ing around  his  plantation,  and  their  object  could 
not  be  misunderstood.    By  the  advice  of  the  sub- 
agent,  he  armed  himself  and  people  for  the  par- 
pose  of  defending  themselves-    when  the  negro 
stealers  learned  that  B-con-chattimico1*  people  had 
armed  themselves  in  defence  of  their  liberty,  (for 
they  considered  Indian  slavery  liberty  compared 
with  white  slavery,)  they  raised  a  report  that  the 
Indians  had  armed  themselves  for  the  purpose  of 
uniting  with  the  hostile  Seminole*,  and  murdering 
the  white  people.    Oa  learning  this,  E-eon-cbaui- 
mico  at  once  delivered  up  his  arms  to  the   white 
people,  and  threw  himself  upon  their  protection. 
Disarmed,  and  unable  to  defend  his  people,  they 
were  immediately  kidnapped,  taken  off,  and  sold 
into  interminable  bondage.    E-con-:hattimico  now 
calls  on  us  to  pay  him  for  the  losa  be  has  sustained 
in  the  violation  of  our  treaty,  in  which  we  solemn- 
ly covenanted  to  protect  him  and  bis  property. 
Robbed,  abused,  insulted,  and  deceived,  he  emi- 
grated to  the  West,  and  now  looks  to  us  for  a  re- 
dress of  the  wrongs  be  has  sustained.    I  give  the 
substance  of  his  statement,  as  related  by  him  in  his 
petition,  and  communicated  by  General  Thompson, 
Governor  Duval,  and  the  district  attorney  of  East 
Florida,  and  sworn  to  by  several  witnesses. 

But,  sir,  this  transaction  and  others  equally  abu- 
sive were  scon  known  throughout  Florida.  The 
Indians  and  negroes  were  thus. admonished  of  the 
necessity  of  uniting  their  efforts  and  energies  in  de- 
fence of  their  liberty  and  lives.  Governor  Duval, 
speaking  of  this  transaction  in  a  letter  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  dated  the  33d  May,  says  "it  was 
an  outrage  well  calculated  to  rouse  the  Indians  to 
hostility.11  These  are  the  acts  that  have  led  us  on, 
step  by  step,  until  we  have  found  ourselves  in  the 
midfrt  of  a  most  disastrous  war. 

The  men  who  committed  these  robberies,  and 
kidnapped  these  negroes,  were  well  known,  for  the 
acts  were  committed  in  open  day;  their  names  and 
places  of  residence  are  distinctly  mentioned;  but  I 
have  yet  to  learn  that  any  one  of  them  has  been 
punished  in  any  manner  for  this  warfare  against 
the  liberty  of  the  blacks  and  the  rights  of  the  In- 
dians. Indeed,  it  seems  totiave  been  an  object 
with  some  of  the  officers  employed  in  Florida  to 
induce  Goveramenytself  to  enter  into  the  business 
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of  capturing  and  selling  slaves, 
disbursing  agent  of  Government,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  dated  Decem- 
ber 30, 1836,  say?:  "I  would  respectfully  suggest 
that  yon  recommend  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War  that  the  annuity  due  to  the  hostile  Indians  be 
retained  to  defray  the  expenses  of  this  war;  and 
that  the  slaves  who  thall  be  captured,  whom  I  be- 
lieve to  have  been  generally  active  instigators  to 
our  present  troubles,  be  sold  at  public  sale,  and  the 
proceeds  appropriated  to  the  same  object  **  This 
is  the  first  official  proposition  that  has  come  to  my 
knowledge  for  the  Government  to  enter  into  com- 
petition with  the  "negro  stealers, "  by  cipturiag 
and  selling  slaves.  At  the  time  this  suggestion  was 
made,  we  were  engaged  in  open  war  with  these 
people,  who  had  sought  liberty  in  the  wilds  of  Flr- 
rida.  If  they  were  captured,  they  wouM  be  pii- 
sonersofwar;  and  for  us  to  sell  them  as  slaves 
would  be  as  much  a  violation  of  our  national  honor 
as  it  would  have  been  for  them  to  have  sold  as 
slaves  such  of  our  people  as  they  were  able  to  cap- 
row.  „  .     - 

I  may  perhaps  be  permitted  to  remark  that, 
among  the  people  of  the  free  States,  nothing  is  re- 
garded with  so  much  disgust  and  abhorrence  as 
buying  and  selling  of  men,  women,  and  children, 
and  that  this  feeling  is  common  among  Mil  classes 
and  all  political  parlies. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  called  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  what  is  officially  announced  as  the 
first  and  principal  cause  of  this  war,  and  also  to 
some  of  tbe  proximate  and  immediate  causes.  I 
think  no  man  can  doubt  that  it  originated  in  the 
attempts  of  the  Executive  to  support  slaveryjy 
the  influence  and  efforts  of  our  national  Govern- 
ment in  violation,  as  I  think,  of  the  Constituuoa 
and  of  the  rights  of  the  free  States.  I  propose  to 
investigate  the  subject  a  little  further,  and  to  exa- 
mine into  the  cause  that  led  to  its  removal  and 

continuance.  ^  #  m 

On  the  6th  day  of  March,  1837,  General  Jesap 
entered  into  a  conventional  arrangement  with  the 
8eminole  Indians,  by  which  it  was  agreed  mat  hos- 
tilities should  immediately  cease;  that  the  Indians 
should  emigrate  West  of  tbe  Mississippi;  that  they 
should  be  secure  in  their  lives  and  property;  and 
"that  negroes,,  their  bona  fide  property,"  should 
accompany  them.  By  the  terms  of  this  compact 
no  negroes  were  included,  except  those  who  were 
called  the  "bona  fide  property"  of  the  Indians,  al- 
though Governor  Duval,  General  Jesup,awd  me 
Indian  agent,  all  unite  in  saying  that  the  Indians 
were  controlled  by  the  blacks.  These  blacks  com- 
prised both  fugitive  slaves  and  free  people  of  color, 
who  were  connected  with  the  Indians  by  marriage 
and  consanguinity.  The  attempt  to  separate  mem 
appears  to  have  been  hopeless.  m  m 

The  Indian  who  had  married  a  fugitive  stave 
and  reared  a  family  of  children  would  not,  iainy 
opinion,  quietly  fold  his  arms  and  view  bisoffiffting 
and  their  mother  marched  off  into  interminable 
slavery,  while  he  himself  should  go  West    Her 
do  1  believe  that  will  ever  be  done.    They  are  all 
the  enemies  ot    our    country,  fighting  m  arms 
against  us,    They  have  already  cost  us  much  trea- 
sure, and  the  b!ood  of  many  freemen.     If  may 
will  now  surrender  themselves  •^prisoners  of  war/1 
I  would  send  them  all  West  together.     No  person 
can  doubt   our   perfect  right  to  do  so;   and  I 
think  justice  to  the  nation  and  to  the  Indians  re- 
quires it,  and  my  amendment  will  be  to  that  ef- 
fect.   G-ncral  Jesup's  attempt  to  separate  fbesn 
failed,  and  I  believe  all  further  attempts  of  that 
kind  will  fail.  . 

This  compact  between  General  Jestrp  and  the 
Indians  bears  date  on  the  6th  March.  On  lite 
18th  of  the  same  month,  a  solemn  remonstrate 
against  this  arrangement  was  signed  by  a  nwaafter 
of  gentlemen  of  high  sUndingin  Ftanj*t  «** 
transmitted  to  tbe  Secretary  of  War.  Tisane  gen- 
tlemen totally  objected  to  any  pacification  tfcafwsd 
not  provide  for  tbe  recapture  of  their 
slaves.  They  objected  to  the  Indians  going 
until  they  should  take  and  return  to  their  J 
the  slaves  who  had  escaped  from  their  mat 
Florida.  The  remonstrance  may  be  fojted  ait 
page  of  Executive  document  of  the  Boose  of  8a- 
prelentatives,  No.  225  of  the  M  session  'of  me 
25ih  Congress.    It  is  an  interesting  paper,  bat  of 
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too  great  length  fur  me  to  read  at  this  time.  It 
shows,  in  a  most  palpable  light,  (he  views  enter- 
tained by  those  gentlemen  in  regard  to  the  cause 
add  object  of  this  war.  Whatever  others  may 
have  thought  upon  that  subject,  it  is  clear  that  they 
supposed  the  war  to  have  been  commenced  and 
carried  on  for  the  purpose  of  aid  id  g  them  in  hold- 
ing their  slaves;  and  they  declare  it  incompatible 
with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  nation  to  permit 
the  Indians  to  emigrate  until  they  shall  bring  the 
slaves  back  to  their  owners.  I  have  no  doubt 
they  felt  th*\t  they  were  correct  in  their  views;  nor 
do  I  believe  they  entertaiaed  a  doubt  .of  the  justice 
and  propriety  of  taxing  the  free  States  to  any  ex- 
tent in  support  of  slavery.  'There,  was,  how- 
ever, a  cessation  of  hostilities,  notwithstanding 
these  remonstrances.  The  Indians  ceased  for 
a  time  to  plunder  the  defenceless  families  of 
Florida,  to  burn  their  cabins,  and  murder  the 
defenceless  women  and  children;  but,  sir,  the  fu- 
gitive slaves  remained  yet  hidden  in  the  swamps 
and  everglades  of  that  untraversed  country. 
iPeace  on  such  terms  appears  to  hive  been  accepta- 
ble to  the  people  of  Florida.  I  will  not  speak  the  con- 
clusions of  my  own  mind,  however,  on  this  subject, 
but  will  give  you  the  words  of  a  high  officer  of  Go- 
vernment who  was  on  the  spot,  and  who  spoke 
from  positive  knowledge.  I  refer  to  General  Je- 
sup,  who,  in  a  letter  dated  29th  March,  1837,  and 
directed  to  Col.  John  Warren,  speaking  of  the 
anxiety  of  the  Indians  to  maintain  the  peace  agreed 
upon,  says:  'There  is  no  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  great  body  of  the  Indians  to  renew  hostilities; 
and  they  will,  I  am  sure,  faithfully  fulfil  their  en- 
gagements if  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  be 
prudent.  But  any  attempt  to  seize  their  negroes  or 
other  property  would  be  followed  by  an  immediate 
resort  to  arms." 

Thus  we  have  the  authority  of  General  Jesup  for 
saying  that  the  Indians  were  anxious  to  maintain 
peace.  That  he  was  at  the  same  time  apprehen- 
sive that  ths  people  would  attempt  to  seize  the 
Indian  negroes.  What  r<ason  Gen.  Jesup  had  to 
suspect  that  the  people  of  Florida  would  be  other- 
wise than  pruden*,  or  what  reason  he  had  to  fear 
that  they  would  seize  the  Indian  negroes,  I  know 
not.  He  certainly  exhibited  fears  upon  the  sub* 
jec'.  For  on  the  5th  April,  being  seven  days  sub- 
sequent to  this  letter  to  Col.  Warreiv,  we  find  that 
he  issued  a  general  order  in  the  following  words: 
"The  Commanding  General  has  reason  to  believe 
that  the  interference  of  unprincipled  white  men 
with  the  negro  property  of  the  Seminole  Indians,  if 
not  immediately  checked,  will  prevent  their  emi- 
gration, and  lead  to  a  renewal  of  hostilities."  The 
order  goes  on  to  prohibit  any  person  not  connected 
with  the  public  service  from  entering  upon  the  ter- 
ritory assigned  to  the  Indians.  In  this  order  we 
hive  official  intelligence  that  the  whites  did  in  lact 
interfere  with  the  Indian  slaves,  or,  in  other  word?, 
(hey  began  to  rob  the  Indians  of  their  slaves  almost 
as  soon  as  hostilities  ceased.  As  to  the  outtages 
committed  upon  the  free  blacks  during  the  suspen- 
sion of  hostilities  we  have  no  information  in  this 
order,  and  are  left  to  infer  the  course  pursued  to. 
wards  them  from  the  evidence  I  have  previously 
given.  If  these  people  were  sufficiently  rapacious 
to  rob  the  Indians  of  their  negroes  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  easy  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the 
safety  of  the  free  colored  people  found  with  the 
Indians.  How  many  of  them,  if  any,  were  made 
slaves,  we  know  not.  On  the  18. h  April,  twelve 
days  after  the  date  of  his  letter  to  Col.  Warren, 
Gen.  Jesup  wrote  to  Gov.  Call,  saying:  "If  the 
citizens  of  the  Territory  be  prudent,  the  war  may 
be  considered  at  an  end.  But  any  attempt  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Indian  negroes  would  cause  an  im- 
mediate resort  to  hostilities.  The  negroes  control 
their  masters,  and  they  have  heard  of  the  act  of 
your  legislative  council.  Thlr'y  or  more  of  the 
Indian  negro  men  were  at  and  near  my  camp  on 
me  Withlacoochie  late  in  March.  But  the  arrival 
of  two  or  three  citizens  of  Florida,  said  to  be  in 
search  of  negroes,  caused  them  to  disperse  at 
oacp,  and  I  doubt  whether  they  will  come  in  again. 
At  all  evenu,  the  emigration  will  be  delaved  a 
month,  I  apprehend,  in  consequence  of  the  alarm 
of  tfcese  negroes." 
The  embarrassment  \n\o  which  Gen.  Jesup  was 


thrown  is  quite  apparent,  notwithstanding  bis  order 
of  the  5  h  April.  The  people  were  anxious  to  hunt 
for  slaves.  The  negroes,  it  would  seem,  were  un- 
der constant  apprehension,  and  fled  when  a  slave 
catcher  came  into  their  vicinity.  Whether  the 
Indian  negroes  had  cause  for  that  fear,  we  are 
unable  to  judge,  except  from  the  documents  before 
us.  Between  the  Iodians  and  our  army,  it  appears, 
there  was  no  difficulty  whatever.  But  the  difficulty 
appears  to  have  been  between  tjie1  Indians  and  ne- 

?roes  on  one  side,  and  those  who  sought  to  rob  the 
ndians  and  enslave  the  blacks  on  the  other.  It  is 
aUo  quite  evident  that  some  of  the  people  of  Flc- 
rida  were  restless  under  the  order  of  the  5  h  of 
April,  prohibiting  them  from  entering  the  Indian 
country.  When  intelligence  respecting  that  order 
reached  St.  Augustine,  it  seems  a  public  meeting 
was  called  and  a  committee  appointed  to  procure 
its  repeal,  in  order  that  the  white  people  might,  enter 
the  Indian  country  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  slaves. 
This  committee,  said  to  be  composed  of  men  of 
high  standing,  addressed  a  long  letter  to  General 
Jesup,  in  which  they  say,  speaking  of  the  people 
of  Florida:  "  While  they  believe  that  the  accom- 
plishment of  a  certain  pacification  must,  as  it 
ought,  be  an  object  of  primary  importance  in  these 
negotiations,  they  persuade  themselved  that  the 
preservation  of  the  negro  property  belonging  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  desolated  country  must  be  seen 
by  him  to  be  an  object  of  scarcely  less  moment." 
It  is  a  most  undeniable  fact,  borne  out  by  every 
part  of  these  official  documents,  that  the  people  of 
Florida  supposed  that  the  great  object  of  the 
war  was  to  aid  the  slaveholders  in  capturing  and 
recovering  their  slaves.  This  same  protest  goes 
to  recount  facts  in  regard  to  their  slaves  having 
run  away,  and  finding  a  place  of  refuge  in  the  In- 
dian country,  and  the  concluding  of  an  armistice  by 
General  Jesup,  without  getting  their  slaves  back, 
and  then  the  signers  add:  "Againtt  such  a  course, 
a  course  so  destructive  of  their  righis  and  interests, 
the  citizens  of  St.  Augu&tine  and  others,  in  public 
meeting  assembled,  for.  themselves  and  on  behalf 
of  the  inhabitants  of  East  Florida  generally,  do 
most  solemnly  protest."  This,  sir,  is  the  solemn 
protest  of  the  citizens  of  Florida  against  an?  ces- 
sation of  hostilities  upon  other  terms  than  cf  get- 
ting back  their  slaves,  or  rather  of  permitting  them 
to  enter  the  Indian  country  to  obtain  their  slaves. 
The  horror  with  which  the  negroes,  both  Indian 
slaves  and  free  blacks,  regarded  those  who  came 
within  their  territory  for  the  purpose  of  catching 
slaves,  is  shown  by  the  letter  of  General  Jesup 
just  quoted;  in  which  he  states  that  thirty  Indian 
negroes,  and  about  his  camp,  at  once  ran  away 
when  they  heard  that  two  men  were  there  in  quest 
of  slaves. 

With  these  people  the  great,  important,  and  ab- 
sorbing subject  appears  to  have  been  slaves,  not 
peace.  Indeed,  we  have  their  solemn  protest  agaimt 
extinguishing  the  flames  of  war,  or  s'opping  the 
torrent  of  blood  which  had  so  long  flowed,  until 
they  should  have  their  slaves  secured  to  them. 
They  were  unwilling  that  the  treasure  of  the  na- 
tion should  cease  to  be  poured  out  until  they  should 
have  their  fellow-men  brought  back  into  bondage. 
But,  sir,  I  should  fatigue  the  committee  too  much 
were  I  to  refer  to  a  tenth  part  of  the  documentary 
evidence  which  I  have  before  me  on  this  subj<  ct, 
or  to  that  part  which  goes  to  prove  the  attempts  of 
our  Government  officers  to  gel  back  the  slaves  who 
had  escaped  from  their  masters;  or  the  manner  in 
which  that  object  entered  into  ihe  plans  of  the 
War  Department.  Nor  have  I  time  to  give  any 
considerable  portion  of  the  evidence  showing  how 
this  objeot  of  capturing  slaves  and  supporting 
slavery,  entered  into  the  designs,  and  was  carried 
out  in  the  movements  of  the  army.  The  time 
which  may  reasonably  be  claimed  by  me  will  on  y 
permit  me  to  glance  at  the  subject,  and  to  lay  be- 
fore this  committee  and  the  people  of  this  nation  a 
small  portion  of  the  facts  which  I  wish  I  were  able 
to  present  to  them.  It  will  be  sufficient  in  this 
place  to  remark  that,  immediately  after  these  pro- 
testations against  peace — these  official  communi- 
cations showing  that  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to 
renew  the  war,  and  that  the  only  danger  to  be  ap* 
piebended  was  the  unlawful  interference  by  the 
people  of  Florida  with  jhe  Indian  negroes,  the 


flames  of  war  were  again  lighted  up;  our  troops 
were  again  put  in  motion;  the  Treasury  of  our 
nation  was  again  placed  under  contribution;  and 
the  blood  of  defenceless  women  and  helpless  chil- 
dren again  flowed,  in  order,  as  it  appears,  that 
slaveholders  might  recover  their  slaves.  •  I  speak, 
sir,  from  official  documentary  evidence.  These 
facts,  and  those  which  I  intend  to  refer  to,  are  on 
lecord  in  the  archives  of  our  nation,  and  will  de- 
scend in  all  coming  time  to  give  character  to  this 
unholy  war. 

It  would  appear,  from  a  perusal  of  the  documents 
before  me,  that  General  Jesup  was  unable  to  fulfil 
his  covenant  with  the  Indians  to  protect  them-  and 
the  negroes  connected  with  them;  but  on  this  point 
we  have  no  direct  evidence.  Certain  it  is,  that  he 
was  unable  to  bring  the  negroes  to  terms  of  submis- 
sion. I  use  the  term  negroes,  because  he  says,  offi- 
cially, that  "the  negroes  controlled  the  Indians.'1 
Being  unable  to  subdue  the  enemy,  his  troops  fall- 
ing a  prey  to  the  unhealthy  climate  in  which  he 
was  situated,  the  citizens  being  murdered,  their  ha- 
bitations burned,  and  his  army  discouraged,  he 
Lsued  the  order  No.  160,  to  which  I  will  now  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee.  That  part  to  which 
I  particularly  refer  is  in  the  following  words:  "All 
Indian  property  captured  from  this  date  will  belong 
to  the  corps  or  detachment  making  it."  The  seme, 
in  which  the  term  property  was  used  in  this  order 
is  fully  explained  in  a  letter  of  General  Jesup  to 
Colonel  Warren,  dated  a  few  days  subsequent  in 
which,  speaking  of  the  Seminole?,  he  says:  "Their 
negroes,  cattle,  and  horses,  will  belong  to  the  corps 
by  which  tbey  are  captured."  This  order  bears 
date  on  the  3d  of  August,  J837,  and  may  be  found 
at  page  4  of  the  documents  communicated  to  this 
House  by  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  27th  day  of 
February,  1639.  I  think  that  history  will  record 
this  as  the  first  general  order  issued  by  the  comman- 
der of  an  American  army,  in  which  the  catching 
of  slaves  is  held  out  as  an  incentive  to  military 
doty.  I  mention  this  fact,  and  bring  it  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  committee  with  feelings  of  deep 
mortification.  As  an  American,  I  feel  bumbled  at 
i his  act,  which  cannot  be  viewed  by  the  civilized 
world  otherwise  than  dishonorable  to  c  ur  arms  and 
nation.  That  this  officer,  entrusted  with  the  com- 
mand of  our  army  and  the  honor  of  oor  flag,  shou'd 
appeal  to  ihe  cupidity,  the  desire  of  plunder,  and 
the  worst  of  human  passions,  in  order  to  stimu'a  e 
bis  men  to  effort,  is,  I  think,  to  be  regretted  by  men 
of  all  parties,  in  all  sections  of  our  country.  Our 
national  flag,  which  floated  in  proud  triumph  at 
Saratoga,  which  was  enveloped  in  a  blaze  of  gloiy 
at  Monmouth  and  York  town,  seems  to  have  been 
prostituted  in  Florida  to  the  base  purpose  cf  leading 
on  an  organized  company  of  "negro  catchers."  Sir, 
no  longer  is  "our  country"  the  battle  cry  of  our  * 
army  in  their  advance  to  victory;  but  slaves  has 
become  the  watchword  to  inspire  them  to  effort. 
No  longer  does  the  war-worn  veteran,  amid  the 
battled  rage,  think  of  his  country's  glory,  and  nerve 
his  arm  in  behalf  of  freedom;  but  with  eagle  eyes 
be  watches  the  wavering  ranks  of  the  er  emy,  and 
as  the  smoke  rises  from  the  battle-field,  he  plunges 
amid  their  fleeing  cohorts  to  seizt  upon  the  sable 
foe  that  he  may  make  him  his  future  slave. 

But  I  intend  to  pursue  this  subject  further.  I 
shall  now  *how  that  this  Government — this  nation f 
composed  of  twenty-six  States,  some  holding  slaves 
and  some  denying  the  right  of  man  to  hold  his  fel- 
low-man in  slavery — has  been  made  to  deal  in 
slaves;  to  become  the  owner  of  slaves;  that  this 
Administration,  now  just  going  out  oi  power,  has 
dealt  in  "human  flesh;"  that  the  funds  of  Govern- 
ment, drawn  from  the  pockets  of  free  laborers,  have 
been  paid  for  the  capture  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  the 
purchase  of  slaves  captured  from  the  Seminole  In- 
dians. Aod  for  that  purpose  I  refer  to  orfer  No. 
175,  dated  at  Tampa  Bay,  September  6, 1837.  It 
reads  as  follows: 


"1.  The  Seminole  negroes  captured  by  the  army  will  be  taken 
on  account  of  Government,  and  held  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
Secretary- of  War. 


"2.  The  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars  wilt  be  paid  to  the 
Creek  chiefs  and  warriors,  by  whom  they  were  captured,  or 
who  were  present  at  the  capture,  In  full  for  their  claim  to  them. 

"3.  To  induce  the  Creek  Indians  to  take  alire,  and  not  de- 
stroy the  negroes  of  citizens  who -had  been  captured  by  the' Se- 
na fooler,  a  reward  was  promised  them  for  all  they  should  se- 
cure. They  captured  and  secured  thirty  five,  who  bare  been 
returned  to  their  owners.    The  owners  have  paid  notaiaf,  hut 
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Che  promiea  to  the  Indiana  mutt  be  fulfilled.  The  sum  of  twenty 
dotlara  will  be  allowed  to  them  foe  each  fromthe  public  fund*. 
"4.  Lieutenant  Searle  ia  charged  with  the  execution  of  thla 
order." 

This  order,  taking  the  negroes  "on  account  of 
Government,"  bears  date  on  the  6th  September. 
From  that  time  they  were  to  be  "held  subject  to 
the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War."  On  the  7th 
October  this  order  of  Gen.  Jetup  was  approved  by 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  as  may  be  seen 
by  reference  to  page  43  of  the  document  just  quo- 
ted. Thus,  sir,  we  have  offioial  documentary  evi- 
dence that  the  people  of  this  nation,  in  their  national 
capacity,  became  the  "purchasers  of  human  be- 
ings." Tne  money  of  our  people,  of  the  freemen 
of  this  nation,  was  paid  (or  the  purchase  of 
•laves. 

This'funri,  most  of  it  collected  \n  the  free  Stater, 
and  coming  from  the  bard  earnings  of  free  whites, 
was  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  Indian  slaves, 
and  of  those  who  had  sought  freedom  amid  the 
swamps  and  everglades  of  Florida;  whil«  our  most 
vital  interests  at  the  North  are  abandoned,  and  even 
the  implements  necessary  to  carry  on  our  b arbor 
improvements  have  been  sold,  and  the  money  thus 
obtained  placed  in  the  common  fund,  and,  perhaps, 

riid  for  the  purchase  of  these  slaves  at  the  South, 
hear  it  said,  in  an  under  tone  near  me,  that  the 
%  purchase  of  these  fugitive  slaves  was  justifiable  and 
correct.  I  may  differ  with  gentlemen  as  to  the  jus- 
tice or  honor  of  that  proceeding;  but  1  cannot  en- 
ter into  that  subject  at  this  time.  I  would  merely 
say,  if  the  slaveholders  wish  to  have  their  slaves 
repurchased,  I  desire  them  to  furnish  the  funds, 
Mr.  Chairman,  and  not  thrust  their  hands  into  the 
pockets  of  your  constituents  and  mine  to  obtain  the 
money  to  pay  for  them. 

[Mr.  BLiCK  of  Georgia  desired  to  be  informed 
whether  the  member  from  Ohio  alluded  to  the  ci- 
tizens of  Georgia?] 

Mr.  Giddings  resumed.  I  deny  the  right  of 
members  to  interrupt  me  for  the  purpose  of  inquir 
log  whether  I  allude  to  them,  or  to  their  constitu- 
ents. If  the  garment  does  not  fit  them,  why  do 
they  attempt  to  force  it  on?  1  allude  to  the  fact, 
that  money  is  and  baa  been  collected  in  the  free 
States,  and  u*ed  to  buy  up  the  fugitive  slaves  of 
the  South,  while  our  most  important  interest  of  the 
.  North  are  abandoned. 

I  see  gentlemen  here  who  are  tremulously  sensi- 
tive if  the  word  tariff,  or  harbor,  or  manufacture, 
is  but  mentioned;  and  I  should  Uke  to  compare  the 
benefits  to  the  nation,  arising  from  the  forty  mil- 
lions expended  in  the  Florida  war,  with  the  bene- 
fits of  the  thirteen  millions  expended  throughout  the 
United  States  for  harbor  purposes;  but  1  have  not 
time  to  do  it  now. 

I  was  speaking  upon  the  6ubiect  of  retaking  fu- 
gitive slaves;  and  I  think  it  due  to  the  people  of 
the  nation  that  thfy  should  be  informed  of  the  assi- 
duous manner  in  which  our  troops  pursued  the  bu- 
siness of  catching  slaves. 

In  a  letter,  dated  at  Tampa  Bay,  25th,  May, 
1837,  directed  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harney,  Ge- 
neral Jesop  says:  "If  you  see  Powell  (Oceola)  tell 
him  I  shall  send  out  and  take  all  the  negroes  who 
belong  to  the  white  people.  And  he  must  not  al- 
low the  Indian  negroes  to  mix  with  them.  Tell 
him  I  am  sending  to  Cuba  for  bloodhounds  to  trail 
them;  and  I  intend  to  hang  every  one  of  them  who 
doss  not  come  in.1* 

If  the  negroes,  who  appear  to  have  controlled 
the  Indians,  had  quietly  suffered  themselves  to  be 
trailed  with  bloodnounds,  or  to  be  hanged  for  their 
love  of  liberty,  they  would  have  well  deserved  to 
be  slaves.  Another  important  piece  of  intelligence 
we  have  Ijere  al&o.  The  expenditure  of  $5,000  for 
bloodhounds  in  Cuba  was  not,  as  has  been  sup- 
posed, for  the  purpose  of  trailing  Indians..  In  this 
letter  we  have  it  officially  announced  that  they  were 
sent  for  and  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  catching 
fugitive  slaves.  1  desire  the  people  of  this  nation 
to  understand  distinctly  that  they  are  taxed  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  and  supporting  slavery  in 
the  slave  States;  that  their  treasure  has  been  appro- 
priated directly  and  publicly  to  that  purpose;  that 
our  army— -many  Of  whose  officers  and  soldiers 
were  bred  in  the  free  States,  and  in  the  love  of  li- 
berty— has  b?cn  employed,  by  order  of  the  Com- 
manding General,  in  pursuing  and  capturing  fugi- 


tive slaves.    Nor  is  that  all.    The  freemen  of  the  1 
North  are  taxed  for  the  purpose  ot  buying  blood- 
hounds to  act  in  concert  with  our  army,  in  this  de- 
grading and  disgusting  warfare. 

The  taking  of  fugitive  slaves  is  regarded,  by 
Northern  people,  as  a  most  ignominious  employ- 
ment; so  much  so,  that  scarcely  a  man  can  be 
found  who  will  do  it  publicly.  *  Yet,  it  seems  that 
our  military  officers  in  Florida*  were  openly  en- 
gaged in  it. 

I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  this  committee  to 
that  portion  of  General  Jesup's  order  which  fastens 
upon  the  people  of  this  nation  the  character  of 
slaveholders  and  the  purchasers  of  slaves;  by  which 
this  nation,  boasting  of  its  liberty  and  its  regard  for 
equal  rights,  oecame  a  "dealer  in  human  flesh."  I 
refer  to  that  portion  of  the  order  which  declares 
the  slaves  to  be  "taken  on  account  of  Government, 
and  held  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
War."  On  the  24  ih  September,  1837,  General 
Jesup  wrote  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
saying,  "The  Seminole  negroes  are  now  all  the  pro- 
perty of  the  public.  I  have  promised  Abraham 
the  freedom  of  his  family  if  he  prove  faithful  to  us; 
and  I  shall  certainly  hang  him  if  he  be  not  faithful.*1 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  the  people  of  my  district 
will  be  slow  to  admit  that  Gen.  Jesup  possessed 
the  constitutional  power,  or  right,  to  make  them 
slaveholders.  Some  of  thrm,  I  am  sure,  will  dis- 
claim all  title  to  these  slaves,  and,  like  Gen.  Tay- 
lor, will  refuse  to  have  any  concern  or  connection 
with  this  transactions.  They  will,  I  am  confident, 
deny  the  right  of  General  Jesup,  or  of  the  honora- 
ble Secretary  of  War,  to  pay  out  their  money  for 
the  purchase  of  slaves.  Nor  do  I  believe  th*y  will 
admit  the  justice  or  honor  of  selling  the  freedom  of 
a  man's  family  for  the  purchase  of  his  fidelity,  as 
promised  by  Gen.  Jesup  to  Abraham.  If  I  under- 
stand the  letter  referred  to,  this  Abraham  was  ta- 
ken into  the  service  of  Government  for  the  purpose 
of  acting  as  a  pilot  to  lead  oar  men  to  the  habita- 
tions of  other  blacks,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing 
more  slaves  and  Indians.  If  he  proved  faithful  to 
our  troops  and  a  traitor  to  his  own  kindred  and 
friends,  then  h:a  wife  and  children — the  objects  of 
his  affection — were  to  have  their  freedom;  but  if  he 
refused  to  betray  bis  own  people,  he  wis  to  be 
hanged,  and  his  family  enslaved.  Sir,  I  know  not 
how  other  gentlemen  view  this  transaction,  but  I 
am  free  to  declare  that  it  does  not  comport  with 
my  own  views  of  honor  and  justice. 
'  But,  sir,  where  are  those  slaves?  Are  they  set 
at  liberty,  or  have  they  been  sold  into  slavery? 
The  purchase  was  certainly  a  very  extraordinary 
transaction,  and  one  that  will  excite  inquiry.  The 
slaves  .remained  at  Fort  Pike  for  many  months. 
And,  if  I  had  time,  I  would  read  to  the  committee 
a  curious  correspondence  respecting  their  being  em- 
ployed in  Bach  manner  as  to  earn  their  living,  and 
the  like;  but  I  will  not  detain  the  committee  for 
that  purpose. 

The  manner  in  which  they  were  finally  to  be 
disposed  of  seems  to  have  created  some  uneasiness 
with  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.  In  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  acting  Secretary  of  War, 
dated  May  1,  1838,  speaking  of  the  purchase  of 
these  slaves,  he  says:  "I  would  respectfully  suggest 
whether  there  are  not  other  objections  to  the  pur- 
chase of  these  negroes  by  the  United  States.  It  seems 
to  me  that  a  proposition  to  Congress  to  appropriate 
money  to  pay  for  them  and  their  transportation  to 
Africa,  could  its  authority  tor  that  course  be  ob- 
tained, or  for  any  other  disposition  of  them, 
would  occasion  great  and  extensive  excite- 
ment. Such  a  relation  assumed  by  the  United 
States,  for  however  laudable  an  object,  would,  it 
appears,  place  the  country  in  no  enviable  attitude, 
especially  at  this  juncture,  when  the  public  mind, 
here  and  elsewhere,  is  so  sensitive  upon  the  subject 
of  slavery." 

Sir,  I  fully  agree  with  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs.  This  purchase  of  slaves  by  Gen. 
Jesup,  and  sanctioned  by  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  War,  has  placed  the  country  in  no  enviable  at- 
titude; it  has  tarnished  our  national  honor,  and 
deeply  'wounded  the  feelings  of  the  North.  But 
this  suggestion,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  purchase, 
was  made  on  the  1st  of  May,  1838,  and,  on  the 
24'b  September  previous,   Gen.   Jesup,    writing 


Capt.  B.  L.  Bonneville,  commanding  the  Choctaw 
warriors,  says:  *'In  addition  to  their  pay  as  sol- 
diers, they  (the  Choctaws)  will  have  all  die  Semi- 
nole property  they  capture.  And  those  Indian 
(ihe  Seminoles)  are  rich  in  horses  and  negroes. 
The  Creek  warriors  received  between  fourteen  and 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  their  captures."  Tet  it 
seems  that,  some  eight  months  after  the  daie  of  this 
letter,  showing  that  the  Creek  warriors  had  dun  re- 
ceived their  pay,  the  propriety  of  the  purchase 
was  doubted.  I  think,  however,  that  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs  had  good  reason  to  sap- 
pose  that  some  excitement  might  arise  from  this 
transaction,  by  which  yon  and  I,  and  oar  constitu- 
ents, as  a  portion  of  the  people  of  this  nation,  be- 
came "slaveholders,"  and  purchasers  of  oar  fellow 
men. 

At  page  74  of  the  document  last  cited  is  a  list  of 
these  Seminole  negrtes,  who  were  sent  to  Tampa 
Bay,  after  being  received  as  "public  property,"  by 
order  of  General  Jesup,  at  the  price  of  eight  thorn- 
sand  dollars.  The  list  contains  the  name,  age,  sex, 
and  description  of  each  person.  I  should  like  to 
present  it  to  the  people  of  the  free  States,  as  a  sam- 
ple of  the  manner  in  which  the  slave  trade  is  car- 
ried on  under  color  of  this  Florida  war;  bat,  as  the 
list  is  of  great  length,  I  beg  leave  to  give  an  ex- 
tract only.    It  is  in  the  following  form: 

Name.  Age.  Sex.  Remarks. 

Ben,  6  yeui,  Male,  Son  of  Etoy. 

Molly,  3  yean,  Female,       Daughter  of  Bley. 

Judy,  1  year,  Female,.      Daughter  of  Bay 

This  short  extract  contains  the  names  of  three 
children,  apparently  of  one  family,  and  all  less 
than  six  years  of  age.  These  children  were  pur- 
chased by  our  officers  as  "public  property."  Sir, 
what  do  our  people  of  the  free  -States,  or  of  the 
civilized  world,  think  of  this  kind  of  '-Government 
chattels?"  I  have  no  donbt  that  many  a  Northern 
lady  will  inquire  for  the  mother  of  those  children. 
This  question  I  cannot  answer.  I  find  ia  the  list 
the  name  of  Elsy,  aged  twenty  years,  said  to  be 
the  daughter  of  Fanny.  I  should  judge  that  she 
was  not  the  mother  of  the  children;  bat  such  may 
be  the  case.  I  am  led  to  believe  that  both  father 
and  mother  escaped  the  fangs  of  the  blooJaounda 
and  the  slave  catchers. 

But  the  question  recurs,  where  are  those  slaves? 
I  have,  for  more  than  a  month,  bad  a  resolution 
lying  in  my  drawer,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  information  respecting  them;  but  to  this 
hour  I  have  have  had  no  opportunity  of  offering  it 
in  the  regular  course  of  business,  and  I  felt  no 
hopes  of  success  by  offering  it  at  any  other  time. 
It  may  not  have  been  observed  by  many  members 
that  in  the  last  session  of  the  late  Congress  a  peti- 
tion was  presented  to  this  House  from  a  Mr. 
Watson,  in  which  he  states  that,  in  May,  1837,  he 
purchased  these  same  negroes,  captured  by  the 
Creek  warriors,  of  their  agent,  and  paid  for  them 
1 14, 600;  and  be  gives  pretty  good  evidence  to  sus- 
tain his  statement.    This  occared  in  May,  1838, 
while  the  order  of  General  Jesup  receiving:  ihem 
as  public  properly  was  in  September  previous;  and 
the  confirmation  of  that  order  was  on  the  7th  Octo- 
ber, prior  to  the  time  of  Watson's  apparent  par- 
chase.    General  Jesup's  letter  to  Colonel  Warren, 
saying  that  these  warriors  had  received  between 
$14,000  and  $15,000,  bears  dale  on  the   17th  of 
October,  prior  to  Watson's  supposed  purchase.    It 
will  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  are  official  docu- 
ment*, transmitted  at  th-  time    of  their   dates. 
There  is  also  a  curious  coincidence  in  regard  to 
price.    General  Jesup  said,  in  October,  1837,  that 
these  warriors  had  then  received "between  fourteen 
and  fifteen  thousand  dollars."    And  Watson  says, 
and  gives  good  evidence  to  prove,  that  he  paid  to 
these  same  warriors  f  14,600  in  May  following. 
Now,  if  these  Indians  got  twice  paid  for  those 
slaves,  they  were  more  fortunate  in  slave  trading 
than  they  ever  were  in  any  other  transaction  with  the 
white  people.     Another  singular  circumstance  I 
will  mention.    On   the   1st  of  May,  the  Commfi- 
sioner  of  Indian  Affairs  suggested  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  that  for  the  United  States  to  assume  the 
relation  of  slaveholders  might  create  extensive  ex- 
citement, particularly  as  the    public    mind  here 
and  elsewhere  was  so  sensitive  on  the  subject  of 
slavery;  while  Watson's  bill  of  sale  hears  date  only 
eight  days  afterwards.    On  the  9ih  of  May,  tat 
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Causes  of  the  Florida  War — Mr.  Giddings. 


H.  of  Reps. 


Commissioner  or  Indian  Affairs  requests  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  an  order  for  the  officer  at  Port 
Pike  to  deliver. these  negroes  to  N.  F.  Collins, 
agent  for  the  Creek  warriors;  while  from  other 
communication?,  one  would  think  that  the  United 
States  never  had  owned  the  negroes,  although  they 
were  taken  into  possession  of  oar  troops  on  the  6h 
September,  1837,  and  kept  at  the  public  expense 
until,  and  long  after,  the  supposed  purchase  by 
Watson. 

Sir,  this  transaction  is  shrouded  in  mystery.    I 
have  read  to  the  committee  a  portion  of  its  history; 
but  the  whole,  I  think,  is  not  communicated  by  the 
documents  before  us.    I  have  an  opinion,  and  I 
express  it  as  an  opinion,  founded  on  official  papers, 
it  is  true;  but  it  is  nevertheless  the  conclusion  of  my 
own  mind  in  regard  to  the  matter.    I  then  suppose 
that,  after  the  purchase  of  General  Jesup  on  the 
6th  of  September,  and  the  sanction  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  7ih  October,  1837,  and  after  keep- 
ing these  negroes  at  the  expense  of  the  public  for 
eight  months,  and  transporting  them  to  Fort  Pike, 
the  honorable  Secretary  began  to  entertain  doubts 
whether  the  public  would  justify  the  transaction. 
He  probably  felt  that  my  Iriend  here  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  Sladc,]  or  the  gentleman  from  New 
fork  over  the  way,   [Mr.  Gates,]  might  not  re- 
main entirely  silent,  "when  (to  me  the  words  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs)  the  public 
mind,  here  and  elsewhere,  is  so  sensitive  upon  the 
subject  of  slavery,"  especially  as  it  was  ascertained 
that  there  must  be  an  appropriation  of  money  by 
Congress  for  the  funds  that  would  seem  to  have 
>een  paid  long  previously.    Difficulties  appear  to 
lave  beset  him  on  every  side;  and  I  think  his  feel- 
ngs  were  well  expressed  in  a  letter  to  General  Ar- 
>nckle,  dated  July  2 1st,   1838,  in  which,  speaking 
>f  this  transaction,  he  says,  in  very  emphatic  lan- 
guage, "the  whole  affair  is  a  delicate  and  a  diffi- 
cult one."    Just  at  this  time  Mr.  Watson,  being  at 
his  city,  was,  as  it  appears  from  his  statements, 
>ersuaded  by  the  officers  of^ Government  to  pur- 
chase the  negroes,  being  fully  assured  that  the  In- 
dian title  was  good  and  valid.    The  contract  was 
iccordingly  made,  as  it  appears,  with  the  agent  of 
he  Creek  warriors,  by  which  he  (Wauon)  paid 
be  $14,600,  and  relieved  the  honorable  Secretary, 
rom  his  embarrassment,  and  the  nation  from  the 
purchase  made  by  General  Jesup.    The  purchase 
ras  effected  in  <(tbis  market,'*  with  the  approba- 
ion  of  the  high  officers  of  State,  and  in  the  midst  of 
i  Christian  community.    Now,  sir,  in  order  that  1 
nay  be  understood,  I  will  leave  the  purchase  and 
ale  of  the  slaves  for  a  moment,  and  ask  the  pa- 
ience  of  the  committee  while  I  relate  the  brief  story 
»f  their  travels  and  peregrinations.    They  were 
ent  from  Florida  immediately  after  the  order  of 
tie  6th  September,  1837,  to  Fort  Pike,  near  New 
Means.    Her*?  tome  sixty  of  them  were  detained 
y  a  pretended  claim,  ret  up  by  persons  living  in 
foorgia,  who  insisted  that  this  "public  property" 
ras  their  own  proper  goods  and  chattels;  while 
Central  Gaines,  who  appeared  better  versed  in  the 
iw  of  nations  and  the  military  code  than  be  is  io 
le  slave  trade,  boldly  claimed  them  "as  prisoners 
f  w*r."     Yes,  Mr.  Chairman:   these   negroes, 
eclared  by-one  commanding  General  to  be  "the 
roperty  of  the  public,"  were  boldly  asserted  by 
nother  to  be  "prisoners  of  war."    In  the  mean 
me,    a   Lieutenant   Reynolds    was   deputed   to 
jnduot    the  emigrating  Indians   to    their  borne 
rest  of  the  Mississippi.  Among  the  Seminoles  were 
lese  slaves,  who  bad  been  the  subject  of  capture 
ad  purchase,  yet  remaining  at  Fort  Pike,  all  un- 
er  the  charge  of  Lieutenant  Reynolds.    To  him, 
lr.  Collins,  agent  for  the  Creek  warriors,  and  act- 
ig,  as  Watson  says,  for  him,  also  attended  by 
Vatson's  brother,  applied  to  get  possession  of  the 
egroes,  abd  presented  the  order  of  the  Secretary 
f  War  for  their  delivery  to  Collin*.    There  is 
Dine  difference  in  the  relation  of  Collins  and  that 
f  Lieutenant  Reynolds.    Mr.  Watson  says  dii- 
tnctly  that  General  Gaines  and  Lieutenant  Rey- 
nolds both  refused  to  obey  the  order  of  the  houora- 
le  Secretary  to  deliver  over  the  negroes.    General 
laines  appears  to  have  declared  them  "prisoners 
>f  war,"  and  ordered  them  re  be  sent  to  the  place 
tssigned  the  Seininoles  west  of  the   Mississippi; 
i&d  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  punctilious  in  the  die* 


charge  of  his  military  duty,  "took  the  responsi- 
bility," and  started  on  his  way  with  Indians  and 
negroes,  both  slaves  and  freemen.  He  landed  his 
charge  at  Little  Reck,  in  Arkansas,  to  which  place 
he  wa*  followed  or  attended  by  Collins,  who,  faith- 
ful to  his  tra>t,  determined  to  get  the  negroes.  At 
that  place  he  again  demanded  them  of  Lieutenant 
Reynolds.  But  a  difficulty  now  interposed,  for  that 
officer  had  not  military  force  sufficient  to  hold  the 
Indians  in  subjection,  if  irritated  by  an  attempt  to 
deliver  over  the  negrots  to  Collins,  to  be  brought 
back  as  slaves  to  the  white  people.  He  therefore 
'called  upon  the  Governor  of  Arkansas  for  troops 
to  enable  him  to  effect  that  object.  But  Governor 
Roane,  thinking  the  safety  of  the  people  of  his 
State  more  important  than  the  slave  tiade,  refused 
all  military  aid,  and  required  Lieutenant  Reynolds 
to  proceed  forthwith  on  his  way  to '  the  territory 
assigned  to  the  Indians.  In  his  answer  to  Lieut. 
Reynolds,  he  says: 

"ITad  the  Government  intended  to  dfcpnss  of  these  negroes 
to  the  Creek  warriors,  it  should  have  done  so  in  Florida,  and 
not  bring  Indians  and  negroes  to  Arkansas,  the  vicinity  oi  their 
future  residence,  and  irritate  the  Indians  to  madness  and  turn 
them  loose  upon  our  frontier  when  we  have  no  adequate  pro- 
tection. The  marsacre  of  our  citizens  would  be  the  inevitable 
consequence.''  "Your  immediate  departure  will  ensure  peace, 
and  avert  the  outrages  you  had  such  good  cause  to  expect" 

Thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  you  see  we  were  brought 
to  the  very  verge  of  a  war  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
by  rea*on  of  the  efforts  of  our  officers  to  maintain 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade.  But  Collins,  who,  so 
far  as  the  public  document  speak  of  him,  was  the 
agent  of  the  Creek  warriors,  now  applied  to  these 
same  Creek  warriors  for  possession  of  the  negroes. 
This,  sir,  is  another  curiosity.  The  negroes  were 
taken  west  among  the  vt.ry  Indians  who  originally 
ciptured  them,  and  in' whose  name  the  Govern- 
ment officers  and  Collins  were  trying  to  obtain 
possession  of  them.  But  these  warriors,  having 
received  the  f  14,600  in  "the  better  currency," 
showed  no  disposition  to  interfere  any  further. 
Indeed,  they  said  that  they  had  sold  the  negroes, 
and  that  the  United  States  had  possession  of  thnro, 
and  that  the  Creeks  were  under  no  obligation  to 
interfere  any  further  iu  the  business.  But  Collins, 
ever  faithful  to  hiurust,  remained  in  that  country, 
and  a  correspondence  took  place  between  him  and 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  and  other  officers 
of  Government,  in  regard  to  the  measures  to  be 
adopted  in  order  to  get  these  negroes  back  into 
slavery.  Orders  were  sent  to  General  Arbuckle, 
and  councils  of  the  Indians  were  called;  the  In- 
dians, however,  showed  but  little  disposition  to  aid 
their  white  brethren  n  enslaving  those  who  had 
gained  their  liberty  by  such  a  concatenation  of  cir- 
cumstances. In  short,  sir,  they  showed  almost  as 
much  insensibility  to  the  claims  of  our  slaveholders, 
as  our  more  civilized  friend,  John  Boll,  has  so  often 
evinced;  excepting,  always,  that  the  Indians  civilly 
answered  all  questions  on  the  subject,  while  I  be- 
lieve the  British  Government  has  never  conde- 
scended even  to  hold  any  correspondence  whatever 
for  delivering  up  fugitive  slaves.  But,  sir,  while 
the  Indians  appeared  thus  insensible  to  the  appeals 
made  to  them  in  behalf  of  slavery,  the  negroes 
themselves  appeared  perfectly  callous  to  all  entrea- 
ties. The  Indians  would  not  deliver  them  up,  and 
the  negroes  appeared  to  have  become  suddenly  im- 
pressed with  the  belief  that  they  could  take  care 
of  themselves.  They  now  felt  themselves  restored 
to  that  liberty  of  which  they  had  so  long  been  un- 
justly deprived.  Iudeed,it  appears  thatthe  negroes 
were  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  perfect  safety 
and  propriety  of  "immediate  emancipation  and  of 
Western  colonization."  They,  at  all  events,  ap- 
peared determined  to  give  to  the  world  some  prac- 
tical demonstrations  on  these  subjects;  and,  *ir,  I 
believe  they  are  yet  carrying  out  that  determina- 
tion. * 

Thus  you  see,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  efforts 
of  our  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  and  of  other 
officers  of  Government,  failed  to  bring  those  ne- 
groes back  to  a  state  of  slavery,  and  the  agents 
of  Watson  were  compelled  to  return  without  the 
negroes. 

But,  in  the  mean  time,  Mr.  WaUon's  money 
was  gone,  and  the  negroes  were  gone  also.  He 
had  bought  the  negroes,  as  he  says,  upon  the  asso- 
rance  of  title  held  out  to  him  by  the  officers 
of  Government.    These  officers  bad  exerted  their 


utmost  skill  to  get  the  negroes  for  him,  but  all  had 
failed;  and  Mr.  Watson  then  applied'  to  Congress 
for  compensation  for  his  loss.  The  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs  and  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War,  both  recommend  the  claim  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  Congress,  and  urge  us  to  make 
the  appropriation.  Of  the  propriety  of  doing  so  I 
shall  say  nothing  at  this  time.  I  hope  to  do  my 
duty  on  that  subject  when  it  comes  before  us.  ,  My 
object  now  is  to  show  the  manner  in  which  the  offi- 
cers of  this  Government  have  attempted,  not  only  to 
make  us  in  our  national  cbarac  er  slaveholders  and 
slave  traders,  but  to  make  the?freemen  of  the  North 
pay  this  purchaser  tor  slaves  which  he  could  not  catch. 
1  wUl  beg  leave  to  give  the  opinion  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs  in  his  own  words.  In  a 
letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  dated  • 
July  1,  1840,  speaking  of  these  negroes,  he  says: 
*  Any  attempt  at  enforcing  a  claim  to  them  under 
the  Creek  warriors  would,  perhaps,  have  resulted 
in  conflict;  and,  as  the  hazard  of  such  an  issue 

Frevented  the  use  of  more  than  persuasive  means, 
think  General  Watson  has  a  just  claim  on  the 
the  United  States  for  the  money  he  paid,  and  inte- 
rest'* This,  sir,  is  the  logic  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Iodian  Affairs,  and  that  same  opinion  is  endors- 
ed by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War.  I  have 
slated,  and  I  think  have  shown  from  authentic 
documents,  that  the  war  in  Florida  originated  in  at- 
tempt* by  our  Executive  officers  to  support  and 
maintain  slavery;  that  it  has  been  renewed  and 
carried  on  for  that  purpose;  that  the  money  of 
our  nation  has  been  paid  for  the  purchase  of 
fugitive  slaves  and  of  Indian  slaves.  To  these 
I  now  add  the  fact  that  those  officers  deem  it  just 
that  we  should  pay  for  slaves  which  the  owners 
cannot  obtain* 

When  I  obtained  the  floor,  I  intended  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  manner  in  which 
this  war  was  renewed  after  Gen.  Macomb's  treaty 
of  peace  in  1839.  But  I  have  already  detained  the 
committee  too  long,  and  I  will  only  say  that,  if  the 
public  papers  are  to  be  accredited,  the  people  of 
Florida  held  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  protesting 
against  that  treaty,  for  the  reasons  that  it  permitted 
the  Indians  to  remain  in  Florida;  and  they  urged 
that  the  territory  occupied  by  them  would  afford  a 
harbor  for  runaway  slaves.  Of  course  the  war  was . 
renewed,  and  continues,  like  a  mighty  maelstrom, 
draws  within  its  vortex  and  swallows  up  the  im- 
mense resources  of  the  nation.  For  a  period  al- 
most equal  to  that  of  our  Revolutionary  war,  the 
people  of  the  Northern  Si  ales  have  been  taxed  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  this  contest,  directed 
principally  against  the  fugitive  s'aves  in  F.orida. 
To  this  war  theTeelings,  the  principle,  the  inte- 
rests, the  honor  of  me  free  States  are  opposed;  yet, 
sir,  they  have  been,  and  still  are,  compelled  to 
furnhh  means  for  its  prosecution.  Revolting  cs 
the  trading  in  slaves  is  to  the  feeling  of  our  North- 
ern people,  tbey  have  been  constrained  to  supply 
the  means  of  purchasing  their  fellow-beings.  Hold- 
ing, as  the  people  of  the  North  do,  "thete  troths  to 
be  self-evident,  that  man  is  born  free,  and  is  en- 
dowed by  his  Creator  with  the  inalienable  right  of 
liberty,"  they  have  been  obliged  to  furnish  money 
to  pay  for  the  recapture  and  re  enslaving  of  those 
who,  flteing  from  the  power  that  oppressed  ihem, 
had  sought  in  the  wilds  of  Florida  those  rights  to 
which,  by  the  laws  of  Nature  and  of  Nature's  God, 
they  were  entitled. 

.  Sir,  I  am  anxious  to  see  a  period  put  to  those 
abuser  of  Northern  rights.  I  desire  to  see  this  war 
terminated  at  the  earliest  possible  moment;  but  I 
fear  it  will  not  be  accomplished  by  the  method  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  My 
own  opinion  is,  that  all  attempts  to  remove  the  In- 
dians and  leave  the  negroes  will  prove  abortive. 
We  are  told  that  the  negroes  control  the  Indians. 
With  those  negroes,  an  unconditional  surrender  to 
us  would  be  a  voluntary  separation  from  their  re* 
latives  and  families,  and  slavery  for  life.  They 
would  probably  prefer  death  to  such  an  alterna- 
tive. Of  course  the  war  will  continue  until  the 
murder  of  those  people  by  our  army  sha'l  proclaim 
peace  to  Florida,  who  refuses  peace  upon  other 
terms.  For  one,  I  am  prepared  to  send  all  who 
will  surrender  themselves  as  prisoners  of  war  to 
the  Western  country,  under  the  pledged  faith  of 
this  nation  to  protect  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
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lire*,  their  liberty,  and  their  domestic  relations; 
and  for  that  purpose  I  have  prepared  aa  amend- 
ment, which  I  now  send  to  the  Chair. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  STANLY, 

OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
Ill  the  Htnueof  Repretentatives,  February  18, 1841— 
In  Committeee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  on  the  General  Appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Qeujaauir:  I  presume  the  bill  under  discus- 
sion will  admit  ef  some  latitude  of  debate.  I  am 
anxious,  sir,  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of 
making  known  my  opinions  upon  some  important 
eabjeets  which  have  been  discussed  during  the  pre- 
sent session. 

I  do  not  wish  to  violate  the  rules  of  order.  I 
hope,  when  the  present  party  fhall  cease  to  rule, 
we  shall  have  roles  of  order  better  observed  than 
Ihev  have  hitherto  been,  But,  while  others  have 
been  allowed  to  indulge  in  a  wide  range,  I  must,  in 
justice  to  myself  and  the  cause  I  espouse,  follow 
their  example.  That  I  may  be  allowed  to  do  so, 
I  make  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill.    This  opens  a  wider  field. 

I  wish,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  say  a  word  or  two  re- 
lative to  the  tariff;  yes,  sir,  the  tariff— a  word  which 
causes  certain  Southern  gentlemen  generally  to 
start  from  their  seats  with  affected  dismay,  as  if 
they  beheld  some  spirit  bring  "blasts  from  hell,9' 
which  were  to  desolate  their  country. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  on-  the  19th  day  of 
January  last,  I  snbmitted  the  following  as  an 
amendment  which  I  would  offer  to  the  Treasu- 
ry note  bill.  Here  is  the  amendment  in  my 
■and: 


"January  19, 1841.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

•Mr.  Stanly  submitted  the  following,  which  he  will,  when  in 

order,  move  as  amendments  to  the  bill  To  authorize  the  issu- 

ii       — 


ing  of  Treasury 

Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  qf  Representative* 
•  of  the  United  Sla  e$  qf  America  in  Cengree*  awembled,  That 

fiom  and  after  the  ■  day  of ,  on  the  importation  of 

articles  hereafter  mentioned  there  shall  be  levied,  collected, 
and  paid,  the  following  duties,  that  is  to  say: 

"On  all  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk  shall  be  a 
component  part,  coming  from  beyond  the  Cai>©  of  Good  Hope, 
twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

"On  all  manufactures  of  sil  k,  or  of  which  silk  shall  be  a  com- 
ponent part,  coming  from  this  side  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
tan  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

"On  all  wines,  except  the  wines  of  France,  twenty  per  cent 
ad  valorem. 

aOn  all  wines  ofFrance,  as  soon  as  the  treaty  with  France 
will  allow,  a  doty  of  twenty  percent,  ad  valorem. 

"On  all  bleached  and  unbleached  linens,  table  linen,  linen 
napkins,  and  linen  cambrics,  twenty  per,  cent,  ad  valorem; 
the  foregoing  duties  being  in  accordance  with  the  terms  and  the 
spirit  of  the  act  of  March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty* 
three. 

"Sao.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  laws  inconsist- 
ent with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed." 

It  so  happened,  sir,  that  I  was  kept  from  the 
House  by  indisposition  when  the  Treasury  note  bill 
passed.  I  was  therefore  prevented  from  offering 
the  amendment,  The  committee,  by  the  arbitrary 
rule  adopted  at  the  time,  resolved,  that,  after  a  cer- 
tain hour,  no  more  debate  should  be  had  upon  the 
bill.  At  the  appointed  time,  the  Treasury  note 
bill,  amidst  cries  of  "order,  order,  question,  ques- 
tion," was  taken  oat  of  the  committee,  forced 
through,  and  with  unholy  haste  passed  in  the 
House.  Several  who  were  present  wished  to  get 
the  floor  to  obtain  a  vote  upon  the  amendment; 
1rat  it  was  impossible.  The  party  having  the  ma- 
jority here>seemed  to  be  determined  to  attempt  no- 
thing for  the  relief  of  the  country. 

It  will  be  impossible  for  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  td 
proceed  in  this  discussion  without  an  occasional  re- 
ference to  the  compromise  act  of  1833.  Much 
that  I  intended  to  say  upon  this  subject  has  been 
rendered  unnecessary  by  the  able  Sf  eeches  of  the 


gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Thompson] 
and  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr,  Nbibt.] 

These  gentlemen  will  hardly,  either  of  them,  be 
accused  of  advocating  a  high  protective  tariff;  but 
I  should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  them  thus  ac- 
cused. The  Whigs  were  all  denounced  as  allies 
of  Abolitionista  last  year;  they  should  not  now  com- 
plain that  they  are  accused  of  favoring  a  "high 
protective  tariff.'* 

The  tariff  law  of  1839,  which  gave  so  much  of- 
fence to  South  Carolina,  was  denounced,  because* 
among  other  reasons,  luxuries  were  admitted  free 
of  duty,  while  many  necessaries  were  highly  taxed. 
This  is  most  conclusively  shown  by  the  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Thomp- 
son.] Besides  the  various  quotations  made  by  him 
from  the  speeches  of  Southern  Senators,  I  remem- 
ber, in  reading  the  debates,  that  Mr.  Benton  com- 
plained that  luxuries  were  admitted  free  of  duty, 
while  the  poor  paid  a  heavy  tax  for  many  articles 
indispensable  to  them.  I  thought,  therefore,  nr, 
when  I  offered  this  amendment,  that  1  should,  for 
once,  at  least,  be  found  agreeing  with  the  leader*  of 
the  Administration  party,  and  among  them  the  re- 
presentatives from  8outh  Carolina.  But  it  seems 
that  the  past  is  forgotten,  or  disregarded,  and  that 
the  dictates  of  party,  and  not  the  interests  of  the 
country,  are  still  to  govern  up.  I  fondly  thought, 
too,  sir,  that  I  was  but  carrying  out  a  hint  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself. 

In  the  annual  report  of  that  officer,  dated  De- 
cember 3, 1839,  he  says,  on  page  11: 

"If  Congress  cannot  restrict  the  amount  of  appropriations, 
whether  ordinary  or  extraordinary,  to  the  certain  current  reve- 
nue, the  only  remaining  courses  which  seem  defensible  are 
these:  either  to  provide  for  calling  in  portions  of  the  public 
money  now  deposited  with   the  States,  or  establish  an  ade- 

3uate  system  of  direct  taxation,  or  at  once  resort  to  the  con- 
ngent  power  contemplated  in  the  existing  laws  concerning 
the  tariff,  when  changes  become  necessary  for  purposes  ot 
revenue,  and  restore  the  duty  on  several  articles  of  luxury  now 
free." 

The  result  proved  that  Congress  could  not  "re- 
strict the  appropriations,"  as  he  contemplated.  We 
all  know,  from  what  we  have  seen  this  session,  that 
the  appropriations  must  exceed  the  estimates;  for 
the  estimates  did  not  contain  all  the  liabilities  of  the 
Government  which  must  be  provided  for.  Now, 
sir,  I  ask,  if  the  "only  remaining  courses  which 
seem  defensible"  are  as  stated  by  the  Secretary, 
what  are  we  to  do?  Nothing  can  be  clearer, 
'♦either"  to  adopt  my  amendment,  or  recall  the  de- 
poeites  from  the  States,  or  resort  to  a  system  of  di- 
rect taxation.  These  are  the  only  "courses,"  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Woodbury,  and  I  agree  with  him.  I 
am  willing- to  meet  this  Issue  before  my  constitu- 
ents. As  a  Whig,  I  am  willing  to  meet  this  issue 
before  the  country.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  before  I 
conclude,  as  to  the  two  other  "defensible  courses" 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Again,  sir:  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  December,  1840,  that  officer,  discussing 
the  ways  and  means  of  providing  money  for  the 
Treasury,  says  that  to  recall  the  depositee  "appears 
not  very  likely  to  be  adopted;"  and  that  the  resort 
to  "direct  taxation"  is  not  "to  be  anticipated." 
The  Secretary  then,  on  page  11,  proceeds  to  say: 

"Some  other  permanent  resource  must  (hen  be  lookd  too. 
The  choice  will  probably  rest  between  the  large  reduction  ei 
expenditures,  with  the  other  accompanying  measures  before 
specified,  and  some  extensive  modification  of  the  present 
tariff." 

Here,  then,  we  have  again  suggested  to  us  the 
propriety  of  *«a  modification  of  the  tariff,"  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

As  to  the  reduction  of  expenditures,  we  all  know 
that  it  is  impossible  now.  The  Government  is 
largely  in  debt.  Claim?  have  been  postponed  until 
they  can  be  postponed  no  longer.  Nothing  is  more 
certain  then  the  fact  that,  for  this  session,  the  ap- 


propriations will  and  most  exceed  the  estimates  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury* 

This  being  the  case,  I  prefer  a  modification  of 
the  tariff  to  either  a  recall  of  the  depositee  from 
the  States  or  a  system  of  direct  taxation. 

When  we  met  this  cession,  we  were  told  by  the 
President  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that 
we  had  a  most  prosperous  Government.  We  were 
induced  to  believe  that  we  had  an  abundant  Trea- 
sury; that  all  the  demands*  on  the  Government  had 
been  promptly  met.  But,  after  the  lapse  of  a,  few 
weeks,  we  had  another  proposition  for  Treasury 
notes,  Yes,  sir,  five  millions  of  Treasury  notes 
were  to  be  issued — five  millions  of  paper  money 
wanted  in  the  fourth  year  of  that  Administration 
which  was  to  give  us  all  a  gold  and  silver  curren- 
cy. We  were  called  together  in  September,  1837, 
at  an  extra  session,  to  give  the  Government  money. 
In  October,  1837,  you  bad  authority  to  issue  lea 
millions  of  Treasury  notes. 

By  the  act  of  May,  1838,  you  gave  authority  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue.  Treasury 
notes,  on  the  same  terms  as  the  act  of  October, 

1837,  in  place  of  the  notes  which  had  been  return- 
ed to  the  Treasury. 

In  March,  1839,  you  extended  the  act  of  May, 

1838,  and  authorized  the  Provident  to  cause  to  be 
issued  the  remainder  of  the  Treasury  notes,  dbc 

In  March,  1840,  another  law  was  passed  which 
authorized  the  issue  of  five  millions  more  ot  Trea- 
sury notes. 

And  now,  within  two  months  of  the  end  of  this 
Administration,  we  have  another  law  authorizing 
the  issue  of  Treasury  notes ! 

These  notes  have  been  ifsued,  a  large  portion  of 
them  at  high  rates  of  interest,  which,  of  course,  is 
paid  out  of  the  taxes  collected  from  the  people,  and 
paid,  too,  to  rich  capitalists  or  the  pet  banks  of  this 
Administration;  for  only  banks  and  very  rich  ca- 
pitalists are  able  to  take  the  notes  from  the  Govern- 
ment and  give  them  specie. 

I  have  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  amount  paid 
for  interest  on  TieasUry  notes,  since  the  extra  ses- 
sion of  September,  1837,  and  I  make  it  as  follows: 

Amount  of  interest  paid  on  TVeeevry  metes,  tit: 

For  the  year  1838,  -  -    #14,996  48 

Do      1839,  -  -    401,212  94 

Do      1840,  *         -  -     173,581  36 

Do      1841,  -  -        1,302  77 

#591,093  55 
The  accuracy  of  this  statement  will  not  be  ques- 
tioned, as  I  have  it  from  a  high  source.  More  man 
half  a  million  of  dollars  paid  to  the  rich  oat  of  the 
taxes  of  the  people  by  this  hard-money-lowg  Ad- 
ministration. 
I  am  tired  of  such  legislation.    Treasury  notes 

'At  the  beginning  of  this  session  the  Secretary  estimated  that 
the  receipts  from  customs  for  the  coming  year  would 

be el9J(HMaW 

From  lands     ......      a^SODyPQO 

And  he  thought,  if  the  estimates  were  not  exceeded,  then  evosi 
remain  in  the  Treasury,  at  the  end  ot  the  year,  the  susi  ef 
taW,273. 

On  the  3d  of  March.  1811,  Mr.  Jonas,  chajraaa  of  the  Com- 
mittee  ot  Ways  and  Means,  said,  in  answer  to  a  questing  Jresn 
Mr.  Sergeant,  "as  to  the  probable  amount  of  receipts  from 
the  customs,  every  gentleman  could  judge  at  wttt  as  Mr.  J. 
His  own  opiniou  was  that,  owing  to  recent  occurrence*,  they 
would  probably  fall  far  short  of  what  had  beoiKonaetry  aaflfccV 
pated.''  Mr.  X  admitted  that  "the  whole  amount  appruprisftni 
by  the  bills  and  amendments  would  exceed  the  nsniimtsaby  a 
million  of  dollars. 

"Mr.  Evans  here  observed  that  the  chairman  bad  MUd 

some  im  portent  items. 

"Mr.  Jonbs  recollected  that  he  had  omitted  one  hem  of 
0676,000  contained  in  the  naval  appropriation  MO.    This  wosjAJ 
make  the  total  amount  of  excess  about  a  million  andnkadl 
■  "Mr,  Evans  said  the  total  would  be  nearer  two  million*  and 
a  half.    He  then  went  into  an  enumeialion  of  items  to  aft 
that  this  was  a  correct  statement. 

"Mr.  Joints  said  that  he  had  spoken  only  of  oil*  from 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

"Mr.  Serobant  observed  that,  even  admitting  the  i 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  be  correct,  we  should  hat**, 
this  year,  but  nineteen  millions  from  the  customs,  r    "  ^ — 
and  a  half  millions  from  the  public  lands,  and  tbc  i 


appropriated  would  exceed  this  amount  by  between  five 
six  millions." 

All  this  proves  the  importance  of  laying  duties  upon 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Government,  and  save  the  — 
an  extra  session.    If  any  additional  proofs  were 
show  that  the  eetimetes  of  the  Secretary  of  the  ~ 


not  be  relied  upon,  it  is  only  necessary  to  mention  thai,  in  he 
estimates,  no  mention  is  made  of  the  Florida  war.  The  Oscis 
taryof  War.  in  a  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  ef 
Ways  and  Means,  dated  December  17, 1810. shown  that  the  saw. 
of  #2,385,329  76  is  indispensably  necessary;  pert  of  thai  Jsr*afr 
rearagee !"    And  yet  we  are  told,  Congress  must  not  <         *  " 
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do  not  afford  any  relief  to  ihe  people.  Tney  ena- 
ble the  Administration  to  contract  a  debt,  without 
ippearing  to  do  so.  The  relief  to  the  Government 
is  only  temporary.  What  are  we,  therefore,  to  do? 
No*  only  the  wisest  and  ablest  statesmen  of  the 
sountry,  but  your  own  Secretary,  Mr.  Van  Buren's 
Secretary,  with  them,  recommend  a  doty  on  luxu- 
ries. 

All  admit  we  shall  need  more  money  tban  can 
je  collected  at  oor  custom-houses  and  land  offices 
taring  the  present  year.  By  the  operation  of  the 
sompromise  act,  oor  revenue  will  be  greatly  re- 
Snced  by  the  1st  July,  1849. 

Hear  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  this  head. 
ta'page  11  pf  his  last  annual  report  he  says: 

•Thus  the  progressive  redaction  of  the  present  tariff,  which 
Me  been  going  on  since  1833,  will,  aAer  December,  1841,  take 
aJeettoa  roach  larger  extent  than  heretofore.  Nearly  two 
niltfons  and  a  half  will  then  be  deducted  at  once. 

"On  the  let  of  July  afterward*  at  leaet  two  millions  and  a 
isjf  more  of  duties  win  be  removed;  making  an  aggregate,  in 
tx  month*,  of  qohe  five  million*  If  the  Import*  then  ahould 
lot  differ  much  from  those  in  1838,  this  would  leave  an  In- 
ome  from  them  not  probably  exceeding  ten  or  eleven  millions 
4  dollar*  yearly.  It  will,  therefore,  be  necessary  to  make  cor- 
espoading  redaction*  in  the  ezpendituresof  1842;  or  seasonably 
wrovide  otherwise,  in  some  permanent  manner,  to  supply  all 
rants  likely  to  happen  from  this  <? use." 

Ko  man  in  his  sense?,  who  has  watcbrd  the 
xrarse  of  public  events  for  a  few  years  past,  can 
tapes*  we  are  to  reduce  the  expenditures  of  this 
iovernmtnt  suddenly  from  near  thirty-nine  mil- 
tons  to  thirteen,  or  fourteen  millions.  Besides,  the 
mblic  debt  is  to  be  paid.  What  is  the  amount  of 
bat  debt  no  one  here  ean  tell*  My  able  friend 
rem  New  York,  [Mr.  Barrabd,]  in  whose  jndg- 
nant  I  place  the  most  implicit  confidence,  has 
hown,  with  that  clearness  and  force  that  charac- 
er«es  all  his  efforts,  that  oor  obligations  not  pro- 
vided for  will  amount  to  near  forty  millions  of  dol- 
us for  "past  transactions.'1  I  adopt  his  statement; 
lis  knowledge  is  superior  to  mine,  and  entitled  to 
aore  weight  than  any  calculation  I  ean  make: 
statement  of  the  public  debt,  regarded  ue  ascertained  and 
certain,  existing  on  the  1st  January,  1841,  though  the 
amount*  may  not  be  exact. 
treasury  notes  outstanding  • 
uerest  which  will  hare  accrued  on  them 
amain*  of  old  funded  and  certificate  debt 
•ebts  of  the  cities  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  as- 
sumed by  the  Government,  without  Interest 
mount*  required  to  be  infested  for  Indians  and  In- 
dian tribes,  at  least 


•4,680000 
960,000 
335,000 

1,600,000 


rineipal  sums  payable  to  Indians,  probably 
mount  required  by  law  to  make  good  the  deficit  in 
the)  Nary  Pension  Pond      .  -  -  . 

nitoltfes  to  Indiana,  (supposed  to  be  #600,000.)  pert 
payable  in  perpetuity  and  part  for  terms  of  years; 
the  purchase  or  value  of  the  whole  not  Ism  than  • 


2,580,000 
1,000,000 

1,200,000 


6,000,000 


akin*;,  of  actual  debt,  it  is  believed,  not  less  than    #16,515  000 
To  this  Is  to  be  added  probable  amounts  of  indent. 
Inea*  and  liabilities  growing  out  of  past  transac- 
tns,  as  follows: 

ir  claims  growing  out  of  Indian  affairs  and  rela- 
tions, allowed  and  which  will  be  allowed  in  the 
Departments  or  by  accounting  officers,  proba- 

>r  claim*  growing  out  of  the  Florida 

war,  Ac  and  which  moat  be  allowed  by 

Congress,  probably  •    3,000,000 

le  from  the  Government  on  account  of 

trust  fond*,  other  than  Indian,  probably      500,000 

ie  fourth  instalment  under  the  deposits 

act  of  1886  claimed  by  the  States  •    9,000,000 

;ere  are  claims  of  American  citixens  for 

French  spoliation*  on  our  commerce 

previous  to  1800,  quite  likely  to  be  al-        

owed  by  Congress,  to    -  •    6,000,000 

7  19,500,000 

that  the  whole  amount  of  indebtedness  andliabili- 
lea,  on  account  of  past  trai  sections,  was,  on  the 
.st  of  January,  1841,  probably  not  less  than  •36,015,000 

Now,  sir,  I  presume  no  man  can  suppose  that, 
«n  if,  as  Mr.  Woodbury  says,  the  "reduction  be 
tahed  rigorously,"  we  shall  have  means  enough 
r  the  years  1841  and  1842. 
I  wish  to  give  the  Government  the  means  which 
inevitably  will  require  to  pay  onr  debts,  to 
•tain  onr  national  honor,  by  meeting  our  en- 
gements  punctually.  I  wish  to  do  this  by  ad- 
ring  to  the  compromise  act— by  laying  a  duly 
,  luiuries,  which  will  scarcely  be  felt  at  all,  even 
'  the  more  affluent,  and  will  not  affect  the  poor 
an. 

My  amendment,  Mr.  Chairman,  was  not  intend- 
to  go  into  operation  for  some  months,  as  the 
•use  might  determine,  that  the  importing  mer- 
its might  have  notice,  and  regulate  their  pur- 
Maes  accordingly.  I  selected  bat  a  few  articles, 
at  it  might  be  liable  to  as  little  objection  as  possi- 
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ble.  I  was  willing  to  adopt  any  amendments  cal- 
culated to  effect  the  object  I  bad  in  view.  Al  the 
time  I  introduced  the  amendment,  I  had  not  seen 
the  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  laid 
before  the  Senate  a  few  days  since,  in  answer  to  a 
resolution  of  that  bodr.  If  I  had  seen  it,  I  would 
most  willingly  have  incorporated  many,  if  not  all, 
tbe  articles  suggested  by  the  Secretary. 

And  here  let  me  say,  sir,  this  report  alluded  to 
dots  the  Secretary  more  credit  than  any  paper 
which  has  hitherto  emanated  from  him.  It  is  Docu- 
ment No.  95,  entitled  a  * 'Report  from  the  Secreta- 
ry of  tbe  Treasury,  communicating,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  a  plan  of  a 
permanent  change  in  the  tariff."  It  is  concise, 
plain,  in  better  style  than  usual,  and  contains  many 
valuable  suggestions.  I  hope  tbe  members  of  the 
House  will  read  it. 

His  construction  of  the  compromise  act  is  tbe 
same  I  have  always  heard  given  to  it  by  those 
who  framed  and  advocated  its  passage. 

It  will  be  remembered,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I 
quoted  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  just  now  to  show  that  by  the  ''progressive 
reduction"  of  tbe  present  tariff,  from  December, 
1841,  to  July,  1842,  in  six  months,  five  millions  of 
dollars  will  be  deducted  from  the  duties. 

He  proposes  to  lay  a  duty  upon  certain  merchan- 
dise "free  of  duty;"  his  proposition,  so  worthy  of 
commendation,  so  replete  with  good  sense,  desert es 
our  attention.  I  quote  the  following  passages,  with 
the  tables  referred  to  in  them. 

I  read  from  Senate  Document  No.  93,  before  re- 
ferred to: 

"In  raising  the  sum  needed,  if  it  does  not  become  necessary 
o  subject  all  free  articles  to  a  duty,  or  to  one  as  hub  as  twenty 


per  cent,  and  a  discrimination  can  therefore  be  indulged  with- 
in the  restrictions  or  the  compromise  act.  It  is  doubtless  a  sound 
axiom  to  select  for  his  best  taxation  articles  of  luxury,  rather 
than  of  necessity.  Under  similar  circumstances,  it  is  also  not 
only  competent  but  expedient,  to  select  such  of  the  former  as 
compete  most  with  similar  articles  of  American  growth  or  ma- 
nufacture, though  not  to  raise  the  duty  on  them  above  the  limi- 
tation of  twenty  per  cent.  And  another  discrimination,  some- 
times useful,  might  be  to  select  those  articles,  in  certain  cases, 
for  an  increased  impost,  not  usually  exceeding  the  same  limita- 
tion, which  may  be  proper  for  countervailing  injurious  imposts, 
placed  on  our  own  productions  by  any  foreign  power.  The 
broad  and  well  settled  ground  on  which  these  distinctions  rest, 
cannot  require  on  this  occasion  much  detailed  illustration.  For 
the  luxuries  of  life  are  enjoyed  by  the  few,  rather  than  the  ma- 
ny—the rich  instead  of  the  poor— and  their  use  tends  rather 
to  efleminency  and  pleasure,  than  to  what  invigorates  or  makes 
useful. 

"In  a  form  of  Government  like  ours,  these  principles  apply 
with  peculiar  force,  as  an  excessive  indulgence  in  luxuries  al- 
ways operates  as  a  bane  to  Republican  manners,  and,  in  time, 
to  Republican  principles.  On  the  contrary,  articles  of  univer- 
sal use,  and  considered  as  the  necessaries  of  life,  are  beneficial 
to  all,  and  are  to  be  cheapened  as  much  as  possible  to  promote 
the  comforts  of  all.  So  what  Is  American  may  well  be  sup- 
posed entitled  to  receive,  within  the  limitations  stipulated, 
more  incidental  favor  than  what  Is  foreign,  because  obtained  with 
more  readiness  and  certainty,  as  well  as  being  more  safe  and 
independent  in  its  use.  Nor  can  any  other  country  complain 
with  justice,  If  we  counteract  its  high  taxation  on  any  of  our 
products,  by  imposing  some  eorreapondine  impost  on  theirs;  and 
however  unprofitable  such  conflicts  usually  prove  to  ail  con* 
earned,  yet  when  such  a  measure  becomes  convenient  for  our 
own  fiscal  purposes,  or  1b  required  by  proper  self-respect,  and 
is  kept  within  due  restrictions  a*  to  the  amount  of  duly,  it  is  be- 
lieved to  be  entirely  justifiable.  The  present  tariff  is,  in  many 
of  these  respects,  an  anomaly.  Being  designed  to  get  rid  of  re- 
venue when  it  was  too  abundant,  and  to  diminish  a  supposed 
protection  to  manufacturers,  deemed  unreasonably  high,  a*  well 
as  to  establish  certain  general  rules  for  keeping  all  duties  lower 
in  future,  it  sometimes  omitted  to  make  useful  discriminations, 
and  as  a  system,  doe*  not  sufficiently  discountenance  luxuries 
or  <aror  the  neeessaries  of  life.  Indeed,  the  former  have  alrea- 
dy become  free  in  many  cases,  and  in  others  will  be  taxed  light- 
ly, under  the  reduction  now  in  progress;  while  the  latter, 
though  at  the  expense  of  the  consumer,  however  poor,  will,  in 
almost  every  instance,  bear  a*  high  if  not  higher  burden,  than 
the  greatest  superfluity. 

"In  proposing  a  plan  to  raise  the  sum  desired,  one  cardinal 
object  is,  therefore,  to  obtain  the  money  in  a  manner  that  shall 
not  prolong  any  improprieties  or  incongruities  in  principle; 
and  another  is  to  do,  it,  and  still  preserve  faithfully  the  limita- 
tions and  stipulations  of  the  compromise  as  before  explained. 
To  furnish  some  data  for  practical  legislation,  which  may  ac- 
complish these  designs  harmoniously,  two  tabular  statements 
have  been  prepared,  which  will  next  be  briefly  explained.  The 
first  one  gives  the  names  and  value  of  all  free  articles  imported 
into  the  United  Ptates  in  A.  D.  1838,  after  deducting  such  of 
them  as  were  exported.  (See  A.)  Taking  the  Imports  of  that 
year  as  a  guide,  and  perhaps  nearer  an  average,  for  some  time 
to  come,  than  any  other,  though  probably  too  low,  and  the  value 
of  all  the  free  articles,  excluding  of  course  specie,  and  the 
amount  of  others  re-exported,  would  be  about  $38,161 ,683.  A 
duty  on  these,  indiscriminately,  of  15  per  cent,  would  yield  a 
nett  revenue  not  far  from  the  five  millions  that  may  be  needed 
in  1812.  But  this  would  embrace  several  articles  which,  under 
the  principles  before  suggeested,  might  judiciously  be  left  free, 
or  at|a  lower  rate  of  duty  than  16  per  cent. 

"Another  mode  of  raising  tha  same  amount  of  revenue  would, 
therefore,  be  preferable,  iflt  could  be  accomplished  without  in- 
cluding those  articles.  Suppose,  then,  that  there  should  be  se- 
lected from  the  free  articles  those  which  may  be  regarded  most 
as  luxuries,  though  not  in  every  respect  belonging  exclusively  to 


that  class.  Such  are  tea*,  coffee,  and  silk*.  Should  we  then 
add  to  them  others,  conflicting  with  similar  American  produc- 
tions, suth  aa  worsteds,  linens,  Ac.  and  the  ajggiegate,  deducting 
the  amount  re-exported,  would  be  •29,026,448.  (See  tbe  second 
table,  B.)  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  those,  after  paying  the 
epenses  of  collection,  would  yield  about  the  same  amount  ot 
five  millions.  This  seems  to  contain  Che  g antral  data  for  the 
most  eligible  and  unexceptionable  revision.*  If  a  jeassum 
than  five  millions  should  prove  to  be  needed,  a*  It  ja  presumed 
will  be  the  case  under  the  diminished  expenditures  and  in- 
creased importations,  anticipated  and  explained  m  the  recent 
annual  report  on  the  finances,  as  well  aa  from  the  further  aug- 
mentation of  revenue  likely  to  happen,  from  the  new  mode  of 
assessing  the  value  of  merchandise,  any  suitable  modifications 
can  be  made  in  dkese  £ — "-  -1-L —  J — — *—  * —  -*-- 
principles  believed  to  be  1 
subject. 

A. 

Value  of  merchandise,  "free  of  duty,"  consumed  in  1838. 

--1-"-  *  -     ^  of  the  silver,  

•3^16  Ten* 

Coffee 
Cocoa 

Fruits,  almond* 
currants 

11,629  EI"?** 

raisins 
Spice,  mace 
3,096  nutmegs 

cinnamon 
5,768  clove* 

7*209  poppa* 

3,346  pimento 

8jW5  cassia 

_.     _ Km  finger 

Brimstone  and  sulphur  37,446   Camphor 

Bark  of  the  corktree        3,467  Bilks,    lace     veils, 


Articles  for  the,  use 
United  State*, 

Philosophical  appara- 
tus, specially  im- 
ported for  philoso- 
phic'l  societies,  col- 
leges, schools,  Ac 

Books,  maps,  and 
charts  for  do. 

Statuary,  busts,  casts, 
<kc.  for  do. 

Paintinga,  etchings, 
and  engravings, 

Botany,  specimens  of 

A  natimony,  regulus  of 

Spelter  or  zinc 

BurrstoDes,  unwrought 


details,  without  departing  from  the 
&  the  most  appproprfale  to  govern  the 


21^94 


Clay,  uswrought 
Rags  of  all  kinds 
Purs,  undressed 
Hidee  and  skins 
Plaster  of  Paris 
Barilla 
Wood,  dya 

manufactured 
Animals  for  breed 
all  other 
Pewter,  old 
Tio,  in  pigs  and  ban 


Brass, 


4*421 

465,448 

30*V«6 

1,940,326 

131,876 

82,196 

282.702 
26,337 
150,218 
928 
128,996 


in  plats  and  sheets  988,643 

sj,  in  pigs  and  bars     33,006 

old  1,C98 


1,696 
812,170 


Copper,  in  pigs  and 

bars 
Copper,  In  plats  and 

sheets  for  sheathing  626,792 

Copper,  old  78^600 

Bullion,  gold  230,694 

silver  398*13 

Specie,  gold  10,703,928 


Deduct  excess  of  exports  over  imports: 
On  dye  wood     • 


shawls,  shads*,  Ac. 
Other  manufacture 

of  silk 
Silk    and  worsted 

goods 
Camlasj  of  camel's 

hair,  Ac. 
Worsted  sturTgood* 
Unw^Meachedand 

unbleached,  Ax. 
Ticklenburgs,  osna- 

burgs,  and   bur- 
lap* 
Sheetings,     brown 

and  while 
Bolting  doth* 
Wool   costing  less 

than  8  cents  per  lb. 
Quicksilver 
Opium 

Crude  saltpetre 
All  other  articles 


166,031 

7,897,343 

1,600,164 

89,032 
3^78,941 

3,098,567 

3330* 
148,564 


438,669 
69746 
67,073 

3$S 


62,967,260 


•16,538 


camphor 
Excess  in  value  on  pepper 


16,183 
9,994 


Deduct  specie 


93,666 

a62£73JpM 
14,712^011 

t38;i61,cB3 


Selections  of  certainfree  articles  consumed 
Pilk  and  manu.  of    97,897,343    Crude  saltpetre 
Silk  and  worsted         1,620,164 
Worsted  stuffs  3,878,941 

Linens,  bleach'd,  Ac  3,098,657 
Ticklenburgs,  Ac.  333404 
Sheetings  148,664 

Bolting  cloths  2&82S 

Wool,  under  8ctapr  lb.  433,669 


.-Jiimals,  not  for 

Furs,  undressed 

Coffee 

Tea 

Copper,  in  pigs 

sheeting 

old 


in  1839. 

119,606 

breed  160,219 

300,046 

7,138,010 

2,669,246 

812,170 

626,792 

78,690 


#29,026,448 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  sir,  if  we  only  take  the  arti- 
cles enumerated  in  table  B,  and  lay  a  duty  of  90 
per  cent,  on  them,  that,,  after  paying  the  expense 
of  collection,  they  would  yield  nearly  or  quite  fire 
millions  of  revenue.  Wines  are  not  included  in  this 
estimate  either. 

Now,  when  we  are  actually  pressed  for  money— 
when  oor  Treasury  is  bankrupt — when  we  are  in 
debt — our  country  in  a  deplorable  condition  for 
want  of  defence*— our  navy  rotting  from  neglect- 
does  it  not  become  us,  as  patriots,  to  provide  for  the 
wants  of  the  Government  while  we  can  do  so  with- 
out imposing  any  burden  upon  the  people,  upon  the 
laboring  classes  of  ihe  country t  Will  yon  still 
force  tbe  Government  to  borrow  money,  by 
issuing  Treasury  notes  and  paying  interest  to  faro- 
rite  banks?  Will  you  force  the  coming  Adminis- 
tration to  call  an  extra  session  to  remedy  your 
aboses,  to  provide  for  your  wanton  extravagance? 
Can  you  not  be  induced  to  do  something  for  a  suf- 
fering country,  to  do  one  good  act  before  yon  let 
the  power  pass  from  your  hands?  Or  will  yon  pre- 
fer to  die  as  you  have  lived,  blinded  by  the  malig- 
nity of  party  spirit,  deaf  to  ihe  prayers  of  a  suffer- 
ing people— following,  to  the  last,  the  deluding 
whispers  of  the  demon  of  faction? 
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Feb.  1841. 


26th  Cong,*  "2nd  Sits. 


General  Appropriation  Bill — Mr.  Stanly. 


H.  of  Reps. 


White  upon  this  subject  of  taxing  luxuries,  I  beg 
leave  io  call  attention  to  a  few  tables,  prepared  at 
the  Treasury  Department,  which  will  throw  light 
upon  this  subject,  and  be  of  service,  I  hope,  to  the 
country. 

Statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  certain  article*,  free  of 
duty,  imported  during  the  year  ending  20th  of  September, 
1840,  and  showing  the  amount  of  duties  which  xoould  have 
accrued  had  they  been  subject  to  a  duty  e/20  and  of 16  per 
cent,  ad  valorem. 


Description  of  articles. 


Foreicn  com 
and  charge*. 


Silk  lace,  shawls, 
shade*,  Ac. 

Bilk,  other  manufac- 
ture* of 

Bilk  &  worsted  gooda, 

Ca  m  lets  of  goat's  hair, 
dec  • 

Worated  atuff  goods  • 

Linens,  bleached  and 
unbleached 

Ticklenburgs,     osna- 
burn,  and  burlaps. 

Sheetings,  brown  and 
white 

Bolting  cloths 

Quicksilver    - 

Opium 

Crude  saltpetre 

Animals,  not  for  breed 

Tin  in  plates  «fc  sheets 

Articles   not  enume- 
rated 


At  20  p.  cent 
ad   valorem. 


•309,866 

7,978,990 
1,729,7*2 

14,680 
2,379,947 

4,164,206 

329,064 

261,173 
74,684 

40,944 
366,263 
136,042 
879,078 

6,808,366 


Duties,  estimated. 


At  15  p.  cent, 
ad  falorem. 


•61,971  60 


1,696,78* 
346,968 

2,926 
476,989 

882,841 

66,810 


14,906 
10,863 
8,188 
73^62 
27,008 
176,816 


•  34,526334  •4,906,246  80  63,678,936  10 


•46,478  70 

1,196,839  60 
259,468  80 

2,194  60 
386,992(6 

624,681  20 

10 


39,176  96 
11,180  10 
8,162  26 
4,141  60 
64,939  46 
20,266  30 
131,861  70 


1,161,673  20      871264  90 


By  this  table,  we  perceive  that  a  duty  of  36  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  which  will  not  violate  the  com- 
promise, will  bring  into  the  Treasury  the  sum  of 
four  million  nine  hundred  and  rfve  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fui  ty-six  dollars  and  eigty  cents;  and 
at  15  per  cent,  the  amount  will  be  more  than  three 
and  a  half  million?.  . 

A  duty  on  these  articles,  such  as  I  propose,  would 
not  be  fell  by  the  country,  and  certainly  would  not 
be  onerous  to  any  part  of  it. 

Here,  too,  is  no  mention  of  teas  and  coffee,  now 
free  of  duly.  I  am  willing  they  should  remain  so. 
They  are  now  regarded  no  longer  as  luxuries,  but 
as  necessaries.  But  if  it  becomes  necessary,  for 
purposes  of  revenue,  to  tax  them,  the  following  ta- 
ble will  show  what  will  be  the  result,  at  the  rates 
therein  mentioned: 

Tea  and  Coffee,  free  of  duty,  imported  in  184a 


1>S 


M 


HP 


IS 


m 
ft 

88. 

h 

58 


li 


ill 


it 


S 


u 


Siill  sir  wines  are  omitted.  I  have  before  me  a 
few  tables'* hich  contain  ustful  information,  which 
the  country  ought  io  possess.  Heie  is  a  tab'e  of 
wines  imported  in  lfr38,  1839,  and  1840,' wiih  some 
interesting  calculations  showing  the  present  low 
rate  of  duties  on  iheseluxories,  and  the  rate  at  90 
per  cent,  ad  va!oem.  The  wines  of  France  can- 
not on  acccount  of  our  treaty  with  that  nation,  b 


taxed  as  h'gh  as  20  per  cent,  until  after  the 
July,  1841.    Here  are  the  tables  referred  tc: 

.  Wine*  imported  in  1836. 


4th 


Duties  on  Wines. 

Description. 

V. 

Gallons. 

Foreign 

Duties, 

Duties  at 

2 

PS 

cost  and 

present 

20  per  ct. 

charges. 

noes. 

eta. 

Dollars. 

Dollars, 

Dollars 

Madeira 

12 

201^13 

372,636 

26,18912 

74,527  00 

Sherry 

12 

92379 

126,886 

11,609  67 

26,377  60 

Sicily  • 

7 

3203B7 

119,880 

24,02162 

23,97600 

Red  of  Fraace 

1 

1,208,130 

27*474 

18,09196 

While  of  do. 

2 

473,796 

114,886 

11344  96 

French  ia  hot. 

6 

301,618 

549,489 

16,583  49 

Red  of  Spain  • 
White  of  do. 

2 
3 

181307 
909^19 

62,586 
300,963 

4,63267    10,617  M 
34,11820  60,192  60 

Of  other  coun- 

tries in  casks 
Of  other  coun- 
tries io  bot'ls 

71 

627,661 

362,673 

47,073  85 

70,634  60 

7* 

21,219 

67,816 

181642  11,66320 

Total 

- 

4,339,121 

2,318,282  194^82  01 

276,68B20 

Wine*  imported  in  1839. 


Wine. 


Duties  on  Wine- 


Madeira 
Sherry  - 
Sicily     - 
H  fl  af  Vi  iii'.re   ■ 
WWie  of  do,     - 
French  in  bot-   - 
Red  oi  Spain     * 
While  m   do.    - 
Or  other  wun- 

irirpi  In  casks 
Of  ether  coun- 

trie*  bolUed    ■ 

Total 


Gallons 


299,535 
197,9a) 
422,171 

536,7£> 

I86J48 

l,43A,i£2B 

789,276 

26,406 


Foreign 
c«>*i  ai..l 
chargei 


Dollara 
B6ft\7B6 
MQJ6I 
L9UB9 
450,714 
136  943 
690,&M 

405.36* 

666,627 

(11,002 


Dimes  at 
present 
ram 


Dollar*. 

§7411  a? 

24,736  0"1 

SIM  to 

31,409  35 
\\y*?  l:j 
29,519  tf> 
IJ3B  lu 
6%S2(  06 

l  BSJ  S 


6,673,219  a,44ltl»7;  280.06G  65  406,723  40 


Duties  at 
cent, 


Dollars. 

117.1 61  B0 

48,112  30 

26,906  80 


7,977  20 
St  ,0/0  60 

1 13,305  40 

12,200  40 


Wine*  imported  in  1840. 


Wines. 


Madeira 
Sherry  - 
Sicily     - 
Red  of  France 
White  of  do 
French  in  bottles 
Red  of  Spain 
White  of  do. 
Of  other  coun 

tries  in  casks 
Of  other  coun 

tries  bottled 

Total 


Duties  on  Wines. 


Gallons. 


190,146 
132,474 
320,461 
2,066,666 
446,947 
379,929 
217,660 
833,169 

407,751 

18,436 


6,012,627 


Foreign 
cost  and 
charges. 


Dollars. 
364,384 
136,495 
116,129 
439,746 
113,682 
499,900 
37,408 
246,337 

229,155 

36,626 


2307,862 


Dudes  at 

present 
rates. 


Dollars. 
23,768  12 
16,559  25 
24,034  67 
30,984  84 
11,173  67 
99,896(9 
6,441  50 
31,243  83 

30,581  32 

1,382 


196,066  81 


Duties  at 

20  per 

cent 


Dollar* 
70^76  80 
27,099  00 
23,225  80 


7,48160 
49,067  40 

45,831  00 

7325  20 


230,906  80 


Wine*  of  Prance  imported  in  1838, 1839,  and  1840. 


Wine. 


1838. 
Red  of  France      • 
White  of  do. 
French  in  bottles  • 


1839. 
Red  of  France     ■ 
White  of  do. 
French  in  bottles 


1840. 
Red  of  France     • 
White  of    do     • 
French  in  bottles,  • 


Duties  on  Wines. 


Foreign 
cost  and 
charges. 


1,206,130 
473,798 
301,618 


1,981,446 

2,093,890 
686,766 
636,720 


3^17,376 

2,086,666 
446,947 


At  double 
Duties  atl  the  pres'nt 


270,474 
114,885 
649,482 


934,841 

460.714 
136^42 


439,740 
113,682 
499,900 


present 
rates 


rates. 
Act  1822. 


18,091  P5 
11344  96 
16,68349 


46,620  39 

3140836 
14.668  12 
9,619  60 


1,408,080  76,69607 


30,984  84 
11,17367 
20396  09 


2,892332  1,063328163,064  60  126,109  22 


36.183  90 
23.689  90 
33,166  96 


93340  78 

62316  70 
29,338  26 
59,039  20 


161,194  15 

61,969  68 
22,347  36 
41,792  19 


Wine*  imported  in  1840,  estimated  at  double  the 
rate*. 


Wines. 


Madeira    • 

Sherry 

Sicily 

Red  of  France 

Other  of  France    • 

French  in  bottles  • 

Red  of  Spain 

Other  of  Spain    • 

Of  other  countries, 

in  casks   • 
Of  other  countries, 

inbottes   • 


Duties  on  Wines. 


Duties. 


Equal  to 
an  ad  rat 
duty  of 


47336  26 
33.118  50 
46,069  16 
61,969  68 
223«7  36 
47,792  19 
10363  00 
62,467  67 

61,162  6 

36,6261    2J66? 


13.41 
2L99 
3967 
14*09 
19.66 
836 
29.09 
2647 

36.69 

7.65 


5312327  2307362  390,131  ( 


The  above  table  shows  the  amount  of  duties  which  woald 
have  accrued  under  the  act  of  1832,  at  rates  payable  after  the 
3d  of  March,  1834.  . 

Wm  m  BoTTLsa.— The  duties  on  this  class  of  wanes  are 
fstimeifd  on  the  contents  of  the  boUlee,  and  exclusive  of  the 
duties  on  the  bottles,  which  may  be  estimated  ax  thirty  per  cess. 
ad.  val. 

Gentlemen  tell  us  this  proposition  to  tax  luxuries 
it  a  "war  against  France."  Well,  sir,  let  me  ask 
these  gentlemen  if  France,  by  taxing  our  cotton,  is 
not  waning  against  u*1  I  see  it  is  stated  by  very 
high  authority  recently  in  the  Senate  [Mr.  Clay  of 
Kentucky,]  that  our  imports,  according  to  the  last 
commercial  return,  exceeded  our  exports  of  our  own 
native  produce  to  France  nearly  seventeen  millions. 
And  this,  too,  while  France  lays  a  duty  of  tweaty- 
ftve  per  cent,  on  our  cotton!  Of  course,  these  se- 
venteen millions  must  be  paid  in  specie,  which  we 
suffer  to  pan  out  of  the  country  by  refusing  to  tax 
the  luxuries  brought  here.  Gentlemen  would  have 
us  believe  that  we  ought  to  extend  this  favor  to 
France  because  she  was  our  ally.  They  seem  dis- 
posed to  show  especial  favor  to  France  to  the  inju- 
ry of  our  own  country.  I  cannot  forget  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Father  of  his  Country  in  his  Farewell 
Address.  We  ought  to  recur  to  the  principles  of 
that  address  oftener.  We  have  lost  sight  of  its 
precepts  in  modern  times.  Hear  tb-i  following  ad- 
vice from  Washington's  Farewell  Address: 

"Harmony  and  a  liberal  intercourse  with  all  nations  are  re- 
commended by  policy,  humanity,  and  merest.  But  eraos 
commercial  policy  should  hold  an  equal  and  imparasJ, hand; 
nehher  seek  tug  nor  granting  excludes  favors  or  \ — s— — - 


to  enable  the  Government  to  support  diem,  <  

of  intercourse,  the  best  that  present  drcumsumces  and  atonal 
opinion  will  permit,  but  temporary,  and  liable  to  be,  from  tiaae 
to  time,  abandoned  or  varied  as  experience  and  circumstaaces 
shall  dictate;  constantly  keeping  in  view  that  'tn^aaoas 
nation  to  look  for  disinterested  favors  from  another;  that  « 
must  pay  with  a  portion  of  its  independence  for  whaasver  h 
may  accept  under  that  character,  that  by  each  accedence  a 
may  place  itself  in  the  condition  of  having  green  etpwadssift* 
for  nominal  favors,  and  yet  of  being  reproached  with  mc**n- 
tude  for  not  gteing  more. 

"There  can  be  no  greater  error  than  to  emct  or  caJcwteae 
upon  real  favors  from  nation  to  nation;  'tis  all  ilJuskwu  wtucft 
experience  must  cure,  which  a  just  pride  oaghtto  discard. 

I  stand  by  these  precept-.  The  country  will 
stand  by  them.  They  will  be  reverenced  by  all 
but  those  who  have  lost  all  rt  gard  for  the  memory 
of  Washington  and  all  attachment  for  iha  UnJoa. 
The  wholesome  advice — 

*  To  thine  own  self  be  true, 
And  it  must  follow  aa  the  night  the  day, 
Thou  can'st  not  then  be  false  to  any  man," 

is  as  valuable  to  nations  as  to  individuals. 

I  think  I  have  shown,  Mr.  Chairman,  beyond  all 
dispute,  that  the  Treasury  will  soon  need  oar  as- 
sistance; that  it  needs  replenishing,  and  that,  by 
laying  duties  upon  wines,  silk*,  and  other  loxime*, 
accordirg  to  the  suggestions  of  the  most  djalia- 
gnished  statesmen  of  our  time,  as  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  we  can  raise  a  saficseef 
sum  to  answer  our  purposes  without  imposto*  nny 
burden  upon  the  people.  Why,  then,  shooed  it 
not  be  done? 

Why,  sir,  we  are  told  it  is  a  violation  of  the  com- 
promise; that  it  will  fasten  a  tariff  upon  the  coun- 
try; that  the  object  is  not  merely  to  raise  revestr, 
but  to  distribute  the  funds  arising  from  the  sales  at 
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Tie  public  lands.  And  from  another  quarter  we 
are  told  this  method  of  collecting  taxes  by  imposts 
is  dangerous  and  deceptive;  that  it  is  not  "the  De- 
mocratic plan;"  but  it  is  intimated  that  direct  tax- 
ation  is  the  true  practice  for  our  Republican  Go- 
vernment. I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  answer  to 
these  arguments.  I  wish,  while  touching  upon 
these  subject*,  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  my  friend 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  whom  I  do  not  now 
see  in  his  seat.  I  regret  his  absence,  for  I  could 
speak  to  him  more  to  my  own  satisfaction  if  he 
were  present.  I  shall  likewise  say  a  little  upon 
the  subject  of  "direct  taxation,"  in  connection  with 
this  subject  of  the  tariff.  I  am  glad  to  see  the  gen- 
tleman Jrom  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhbtt]  in  his 
seat.  I  wish  to  show,  as  1  think  I  can,  that 
the  issue  is  either  to  create  a  moderate  "judicious 
tariff,"  with  the  union  of  the  States,  or  direct  tax- 
ation and  disunion.  I  think  I  can  show  that  direct 
taxation  is  advocated  by  those  alone  who  hare  ad- 
vocated or  do  advocate  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
In  replying  to  my  friend  from  Virginia,  I  can 
discuss  some  of  the  topics  referred,  to.  1  begin 
with  him,  from  the  importance  of  his  position,  and 
from  the  respect  I  feel  for  him,  and  the  conse- 
quence I  attach  to  his  conduct;  afterwards  I  will 
notice  the  "direct  taxation,"  disunion  gentlemen. 
I  deeply  regret,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  my  friend 
from  Virginia  has  thought  proper  to  oppose,  unne- 
cessarily as  I  think,  certain  great  measures  which  a 
large  majority  of  the  Whig  party  regard  as  of  vital 
importance  to  the  prosperity  of  our  country.  I  re- 
gret it,  not  only  for  the  sake  of  the  country  and  of 
the  whig  party,  but  on  his  own  account. 

I  do  net  with  to  see  one  of  his  eminent  ability 
arrayed  against  important  measures.  I  do  not 
wish  to  see  him  opposed  to  his  former,  I  hope  I 
may  say  his  present  friends.  I  shall  always  re- 
gret the  injury  which  I  believe  he  will  bring  upon 
himself  if  he  pertinaciously  adheres  to  his  present 
opinions.  I  shall  long,  long  lament  the  day  when 
he  leavei  his  friends,  leaves  those  who  have  en- 
deavored to  follow  and  fight  under  his  lead,  and  is 
forced  to  unite  with  others,  between  whom  and 
himself  there  is  scarcely  one  feeling  in  common — 
no  "thought,  feeling,  and  taste"  in  harmony  with 
his  own.  If  he  parts  company  with  us,  he  must 
indeed  be  "solitary  and  alone"— oil  and  water  will 
not  mingle  together.  The  war  eagle  of  the  moun- 
tain cannot  mate  with  carrion  crows— he  would  be 
as  uncomfortable  as  my  friend  from  Virginia,  if  he, 
unfortunately  for  himself,  is  hereafter  found  in  the 
ranks  of  locofocoism. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  entertain  for  the  gentleman 
more  than  feelings  of  mere  cold  respect.  Before  I 
knew  him  personally,  when  a  private  citizen,  as  1 
hope  to  be  again  soon,  1  looked  on  his  public  course 
with  admiration.  I  can  never  forget  his  gallant 
resistance  of  the  tyranny  of  the  chief  of  the  Her- 
mitage? The  country,  I  hope,  will  never  forget  it. 
When  in  the  humble  walks  of  private  life,  1  saw 
the  terrible  approaches  of  the  then  Executive  to- 
wards absolute  power;  when  I  saw  a  despot,  sla- 
vishly called  "the  greatest  and  best,"  wantonly  dis- 
regarding the  coordinate  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment, seizing  upon  the  public  revenues,  violating 
with  ruthies*  hand  our  glorious  Constitution,  which 
he  protected  as  he  chose  to  understand  ir,  1  feared 
mil  was  lost.  But,  I  remember,  the  conduct  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  reanimated  my  he  pes,  in- 
spired me  with  fresh  confidence,  and  induced  me  to 
believe  that  all  the  supporters  of  the  then  President 
were  not  the  mere  slaves  of  party.  I  was  encou- 
raged, in  my  humble  sphere,  to  continue  an  oppo- 
sition which  I  bad  almost  feared  was  fruitless. 

I  have  often  thought,  sir,  that  the  conduct  of  Na- 
poleon in  the  campaign  in  Italy,  when,  at  the  head 
of  a  column  of  grenadiers,  exposed  to  a  tremen- 
dous fire,  he  crossed  the  bridge  of  Lodi,  was  not 
more  gallant  than  the  patriotic  resistance  of  my 
friend  from  Virginia  to  the  almost  omnipotent 
power  of  Andrew  Jackson,  in  his  palmiest  days. 
Bonaparte  was  called  the  "little  corporal"  for  this 
act  of  daring.  My  friend  from  Virginia  was  the 
"little  corporal"  of  the  Whig  party  to  me  before  I 
knew  him.  That  most  extraordinary  man,  the  un- 
fortunate victim  of  his  own  desperate  ambition, 
said,  speaking  of  the  passage  of  the  bridge, 
"Lannes  passed  before  me."    Sir,  there  was  no 


"Lannes"  in  this  House;  for  the  distinguished  friend 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Balie  Peyton)  fol- 
lowed him. 

I  brought  these  feelings  with  me,  and,  after  an  in- 
timate acquaintance  of  several  years,  they  have  ri- 
pened into  strong  attachment.  There  have  been  in- 
cidents in  our  personal  intercourse  never  to  be 
erased  from  my  memory.  It  was  with  feelings, 
therefore,  of  the  most  painful  character  that  I  lis- 
tened to  the  remarks  of  my  friend  from  Virginia  on 
that  occasion.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  reply  to  some 
of  them. 

My  friend  seemed  to  fear  very  much  that  we 
should  have  a  called  session  soon  after  the  installa- 
tion of  President  Harrison,  and  he  argued  against 
the  propriety  of  such  a  step  at  much  length.  It 
seemed  to  me,  sir,  this  was  oecess,  if  not  unkind. 
I  know  of  no  power  now  in  existence  to  call  Con- 
gress together  after  the  fourth  of  March  next.  It 
has  been  suggested,  as  highly  important,  that  there 
should  be  a  called  session.  I  have  thought  so  be* 
fore  the  Presidential  election,  and  said  so  often. 
Many  others  have  concurred  in  opinion  with  me. 
And,  air,  if,  when  General  Harrison  takes  pos- 
session of  the  Presidential  chair,  he  finds,  as 
we  know  he  will,  the  currency  deranged,  bust* 
neat  prostrate,  the  Sub-Treasury  either  a  humbug 
or  aa  Executive  bank  in  disguise — if  he  finds  a 
public  debt  to  be  paid,  for  which  no  provision  has 
been  made  by  the  party  going  out  of  power — can 
any  man  say  it  will  not  be  his  dnty  to  call  Congress 
together?  Could  he  refuse,  with  a  proper  regard  to 
the  duties  of  his  high  office?  If  he  find  the  Treasury 
almost  bankrupt,  the  revenue  decreasing,  rapidly, 
without  any  means  of  replenishing  it,  most  tee  not 
take  some  steps  to  remedy  the  evil?  Can  he  do 
this  without  the  assistance  of  Congress?  Surely 
not,  sir.  I  presume,  sir,  no  one  recommends  a 
called  session  unless  it  be  indispensable  to 
the  welfare  of  the  nation.  Why,  then,  in  ad- 
vance, should  the  public  mind  be  prejudiced 
against  it? 

If  the  people  of  this  country  have  decided  any 
thing  by  the  la'e  election,  they  have  decided  that 
the  measures  of  Martin  Van  Buren's  Administra- 
tion were  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
country.  I  know  it  has  been  insultingly  said  in 
another  quarter,  that  the  only  decision  of  the  recent 
election  was,  that  this  Capitol  should  be  pulled 
down  and  a  log  cabin  erected  in  its  place.  This 
is  the  declartion  of  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  de- 
feated spoils'  party,  in  the  agonies  of  disappointed 
hope.  No  Whig,  no  patriot,  will  concur  in  this 
sentiment.  If  the  people,  then  have  pronounced 
condemnation  on  the  Sub-Treasury;  if  they  have 
said,  we  want  a  change  of  measures,  shall  they 
not  be  gratified?  Can  we  refuse  to  hear  their 
voice,  calling  on  us  to  carry  out  tbe'promised  re- 
forms as  speedily  as  practicable?  Shall  we  suffer 
the  Sub-Treasury  to  be  the  law  of  the  land  for 
twelve  months  more?  Are  we  to  allow  the  sub- 
treasurers  to  have  another  twelvemonth's  harvest 
in  plundering  the  public  Treasury. 

Sir,  I  knew  the  called  session  of  September, 
1837,  did  much  injury  to  Mr.  Van  Buren.  And 
why,  sir?  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  he  refused 
to  convene  Congress,  though  earnestly  requested  to 
do  so.  He  refused,  with  a  heart  harder  than  Pha- 
raoh's, attempt  anything  for  the  relief  of  the  coun- 
try. And  when,  at  last,  the  Government  could 
not  be  administered  for  want  of  money,  he  did  call 
an  extra  session — and  for  what?  To  enable  him  t  > 
establish  an  Executive  Bank,  to  issue  ten  millions 
of  paper  money,  and  to  withhold  the  fourth  instal- 
ment from  the  Spates,  which  the  faita  of  the  Go 
vernment  %was  plighted  to  pay.  The  country  was 
astounded  at  his  startling  measures;  many  of  his 
best  friends  left  him,  not  because  he  bad  convened 
Congress,  but  because,  in  so  doing,  he  seemed  in- 
tent only  upon  the  acquisition  of  power,  the  accu- 
mulation ot  patronage  in  his  own  hands,  and  be- 
came, thinking  the  people  "expected  too  much,"  he 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  lamentations  of  a  people 
overwhelmed  in  embarrassment,  produced  by  the 
folly  or  the  knavery  of  his  own  friends. 

There  is  no  parallel  between  the  two  cases.  Ge- 
neral Harrison  has  no  selfish  feeling  to  gratify, 
should  he  feel  bound  to  exercise  the  power  confer- 
red on  him  to  summon  together  the  Representa- 


tives of  the  people.  He  has  a  reputation  dear  to 
his  country— a  reputation  gained  in  council  and  on 
the  tented  field.  He  is  no  candidate  for  re-elec- 
tion. Uninfluenced  by  the  hopes  of  rising  ambi- 
tion, anxious  only  to  save  and  serve  his  country, 
he  has  only  to  disregard  the  clamors  of  faction,  and 
steadily  advance  to  the  work  of  reform,  to  which 
he  is  pledged,  to  extirpate  the  remnants  of  locofo- 
coism, and  reseue  our  glorious  Constitution  from 
the  dangers  which  recently  threatened  to  over- 
throw it.  It  becomes  those  who  have  aided  in 
bringing  him  into  the  Presidential  chair  to  assist 
him  white  he  endeavors  to  do  his  duty.  Let  us 
leave  to  defeated  spoilers  the  task  of  upbi aiding  him 
in  advance.  They  need  no  encouragement  from 
us.  Let  them  rail  on.  They  cannot  intimi- 
date the  farmer  of  North  Bend  by  their  malignant 
shouts.  He  has  beard  the  shouts  of  savages  be- 
fore. He  has  heard  the  desperate  groans  of  dying 
savages  of  old.  He  will  not  call  an  extra  session 
if  it  be  possible  to  avoid  it.  If  it  be  indispensa- 
ble, the  country  will  sustain  him. 

My  friend  from  Virginia  seems  to  have  a  great 
dread  of  a  tariff.  He  seems  to  think  he  can  raise 
the  cry  of  tariff,  tariff,  throughout  the  country,  and 
alarm  the  nation,  as  if  some  direful  calamity  was 
about  to  overtake  us.  I  know,  sir,  the  very  word 
"tariff"  is  odious  in  a  large  portion  of  Virginia,  at 
it  has  been  in  other  parts  of  the  Southern  country. 
But  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  depan.from  my  opi- 
nions, or  alter  my  course  here,  because  it  may 
subject  me  to  misrepresentation.  At  all  events,  I 
hope  I  shall  not  be  driven  from  my  purpose,  when 
deliberately  convinced  I  am  right,  by  the  fear  of 
being  injured  in  public  estimation  by  the  humbug 
cry  of  "Tariff!  tariff  1  tariff!" 

My  friend  from  Virginia  saw,  or  thought  he  saw 
several  "signs"  of  a  tariff  which  might  hereafter  be 
fastened  on  the  country.  I  was  reminded,  sir,  when 
he  indulged  his  powfnl  imagination  in  enumerating 
those  "signs,"  of  the  words  of  the  great  poet  of 
Nature: 


"The  lunatic,  the  lover,  and  the  poet 
Are  of  imagination  all  compact: 
One  mm  more  devib  than  vast  hell  can  hold- 
That  U  the  madman.    The  lover,  all  aa  rnatfe, 
Beea  Helen1*  beauty  in  a  brow  of  Egypt. 
The  poei'a  eye,  in  a  fine  phrenzr  rolling, 
"      efrw    *  -    ..  -*  - 


phrenzr : 
to  earth, 


Doth  glance  from  heaven  to  earth,  from  earth  to  heaven, 

And  aa  imagination  bodies  forth 

The  forms  of  thiogi  unknown,  the  poet'i  pen 

Tome  them  to  ehapea,  and  givea  to  airy  nothing 

A  local  habitation  and  a  name." 

There  is  certainly  nothing  of  the  lunatic  in  one 
so  wise  as  my  friend  from  Virginia;  but  that  he 
has  the  imagination  of  a  lover  and  a  poet  I  know 
very  well.  That  his  eye  occasionally  glances  from 
this  earth  to  that  heaven  (pointing  to  the  ladles* 
gallery)  is  equally  true.  That  he  can  give  to  airy 
nothing  a  local  habitation  and  a  name,  no  one  will 
doubt  who  heard  his  late  speech. 

Now,  sir,  what  Vere  his  "signs?"  The  first,  if  I 
remember  right,  was  the  bill  of  last  session— a  bill 
to  prevent  frauds  upon  the  revenue— to  which  se- 
veral sections  were  added  in  the  Senate  which 
sections  were  a  tariff,  according  to  the  construction 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  in  violation 
of  the  compromise.  1  shall  not  argue  this  ques- 
tion; it  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  The  venerable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  who  introduced 
and  advocated  the  bill  in  this  House,  told  us  it  waa 
recommended  by  the  collector  at  New  Yok,  by  the 
district  attorney  there,  and  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  The  amendments  were  adopted  in  the 
Senate  with  but  few  dissenting  voices.  It  paaaad 
with  the  approbation  of  some  of  the  same  persona 
who  originated  ihe  compromise  act.  The  father 
of  that  act  himself  supported  it,  declaring  that  it 
was  no  violation  of  the  compromise.  But  my 
friend  from  Virginia  insists  upon  it,  it  does  vio- 
late that  act.  If  the  weight  of  authority,  from 
gentlemen  of  both  parties,  cannot  induce  the  gen- 
tlemen to  lessen  bis  confidence  in  his  own  opinion, 
I  shall  not  attempt  it. 

Among  the  other  "signs"  noticed,  was  the  resolu- 
tion  of  my  friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Gnu*.] 
I  had  consulted  with  my  friend  from  Kentucky  af- 
ter he  offered  bis  amendment,  and  understood  from 
him  what  his  intentions  were.  They  coincided 
with  mine,  at  I  have  already  expressed  them.  The 
disorderly  manner  in  which  the  Treasury  note  bill 
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was  passed  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  into 
the  House,  presented  the  gentleman  from  express- 
ing hip  views,  relative  to  hi*  amendment.  He,  sir, 
is  not  very  active  in  obtaining  the  floor.  It  is  an 
honor  to  him  that  be  is  not.  His  (Mr.  Gal***) 
lameness  was  produced  by  serving  bis  country  in 
the  field,  under  tne  hero  of  Tippecanoe.  1  hope, 
hereafter,  the  country  will  Imve  his  valuable  aid  in 
a*N»ting  him  under  when)  he  served  in  war,  to 
cajry  out  in  peace  the  great  measures  necessary  for 
the  good  of  the  country.  We  want  a  few  more 
such  men — such  as  are  attentive  to  their  buskes*, 
ready  apd  true  to  their  principles—who  prefer  dc- 
injj  their  fluty  by  voting  to  consuming  the  time  of 
the  House  by  speeches.  The  gentleman  will  par- 
don met  in  giving;  expression  to  my  feelings  by  thus 
referring  to  him.  He  is  the  last  man,  I  know, 
who  would  speak  of  his  own  services. 

Another  Sign"  was  the  resolution  of  my  friend 
from  New  Tfork,  [njfr.  Bawubd  ]  His  resolution, 
so  far  from  conflicting  with  the  compromise  act, 
cxpRsaJy  proposes  to  impose  du,i$es  "on  wines,  silks, 
lm«uMpiJes,  land  other  articles,  fcclng  luxuries,'* 
*'bu}  in  such  a  m inner  as  not  to  conflict  with  the 
principles*  policy,  and  spirit  of  the  ,act  of  March, 
lf(334  commonly  called  the  compromise  act." 
Sprely ,  sir,  ibis  "sign"  of  a  tariff*  exists  only  in  the 
imagination  of  the  gentleman,  from  Virginia. 

As  to  the  "sign"  of  my  amendment,  I  have  al- 
ready referred,  to  that. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  thinks,  or  seems 
to  intimate,  that  some  purpose  is  entertained  of 
violating  the  proviiions  of  the  compromise  act  of 
March,  183?. 

I  have  heard  of  no  proposition  from  any  quarter 
to  disturb  tye  compromise  act  Although  it  was 
passed  against  toe  wishes  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
North,  sidl  $ey  seem,  wiih,tbe  beat  motives  1  know, 
to  be  disposed  to  give  it  a  fair  trial.  Acting  like 
patriots,  they  desire  to  give  peace  to  the  country. 
They  evince  a  most  noble  spir  t  of  concession  for 
the  sake  of  harmony,  which  we  ought  to  appreciate. 
I  deny,  sir,  that  the  amendment  which  1  proposed 
to  the  Trt amy  acta  bill  will  be  any  infraction  of 
the  terms  of  the  spirit  of  the  compromise.  1  con- 
cur with  the  genUeman.tbat  we  ought  not  to  disturb 
the  act,  to  interfere  with  it  at  all,  "without  an  actual 
and  unavoidable  pecessjty."  But  I  maintain  that ' 
that  necessity  {now  exists,  and!  humbly  think  I 
have  proved  it. 

The  Secretary  tells  us— "It  is  believed  that  the 
reduction  of  the  duties  on  imports,  which,  by  the 
existing  tariff,  will  take  peace  in  the  year  184ft, 
cannot  vary  much  from  firemiliume  of  dollar*." 

1  concur  in.  all  that  bat  been  said  in  favor  of  the 
compromise.  It  was  not  an  ordinary  act  of  legis- 
lation. It  did  come  "wish  healing  on  its  wings." 
It  originated  in  the  breast  of  the  greatest  statesman 
of  his,  dap,  from  an  anxious  wish-*  allay  a  trooble- 


It  saved  many  gallant  spirits  from 
beuganbjectecUo  ihe  ruthless  power  of  the  chief;  who 
declared  he  wished  to  hang  mem.  If  thagreat  man 
who  struggled  ao  hard  against  snch  fearful  odds, 
and'  finally  accomplished  his  magnanimous  and 
noWev purpose,  bad  no  other  claim  to  immortality 
than  tfcnev  he  would  deserve  to  be  gratefully  remem- 
bered while  virtuous  actions  continue  to  excite  the 
admiration  of  the  good. 

The  great  and  leading  principle  of  the  compro 
mite  net  isaeetated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is -his  report  to  the  Senate.  Speaking  of  the  stipu- 
lation* contained  «r  the  compromise,  be  says: 

"The  fiat  M*fw  to  be  that a  reduction  by  instalment*  of  the 
fanner,  rate  of  duties,  when  exceeding  twenty.ftre  per  cent, 
should  forthwith  commence,  and  conunue  uninterrupted  until 
July  1,1*12;  so«»vwb«a  thai  period  armed,  no  duties  what. 
•WjhogW  exceed  »  pec  cent '' 
.  In.  tips  I,  believe  we  all  concur. 

1  Wree  al*o; w*th  tile  Secretary  when  he  gives  the 
following  opinion: 

•'•Anomer  restriction,  supposed  to  have  been  intended,  is,  that 
if  a  rerfdoh  Be  made  to  operate  after  June  30th,  184s,  instead  of 
before,  atili,aa  a  general  rule,  none  of  tne  dutiea  shall  be  then 

'    "  ' rcent,   Thus,  the  .close  of  the  Bin  sec- 


0  that  'alfimports  on  which  the  first  section  of  this 

„    .  irate,  and  all  ai  tides  now  admitted  to  entry  free 

from  dot*  cat  Wing  a  Ian  on  of  duty  than  twenty  per  cent. 


advfjM^heJomtheaaidaahof  June,  1812,  from  and  after 
that  day  may  be  admitted  to  entry  subject  to  such  duty  not  ex. 
ceeethf  twedtyper  cent,  ad  valorem  as  ahall  be  provided  by 
lent*  AchaAfeoookltivnbemade  atpi«a«ure  irom  twenty 
pttMot.  downward*  cp  enure  freedom  from  impost,  but  no  in- 
ctetuW  was  to  be  permitted  tojgb  above  that  rate.7' 

It  is  true,  air,  one  of  the  sections  of  the  act,  the 


fourth,  provides  that  certain  luxuries,  until  the 
30th  June,  1843,  shall  be  admitted  to  entry  "free 
of  duty;"  but  then  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  con- 
tains the  following  proviso: 

"Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  ahall  be  ao  con- 
strued as  to  prat  ant  the  passage,  prior  or  subsequent  to  the  said 
thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty* 
two,  of  any  act  or  acta,  from  time  te  time,  that  may  be  neces- 
sary to  detect,  prevent,  or  punish  evasions  of  the  duties  on  1m- 
poroi  imposed  by  taw.  nor  10  prevent  the  passage  of  any  act 
prior  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty- two,  in  the  contingency  either  of  excess  or  deficiency 
of  revenue,'1  Sac.  dee. 

I  endeavored  to  regard  strictly  the  compromise 
act,  when  I  offered  the  amendment  I  think  it 
was  regarded,  for  nothing  is  clearer  than  the  fact 
that  these  in  now  a  "deficmuey  of  revenue." 

If  I  understood  my  friend  from  Virginia  cor- 
rectly, he  said  the  first  or  main  principle  of  the 
compromire  act  was,  that  the  larhf  should  be  a  ta- 
liffior  revenue,  and  that  "protection  was  abandon- 
ed." In  this,  with  aH  respect  for  the  gentleman,  I 
venture  to  say  he  is  very  much  mistaken.  In  the 
report  from  Mr.  Woodbury  from  which  he  quoted, 
Mr.  W.  stales  expressly  that  the  interests  of  the  ma- 
nufacturer were  consulted  in  the  compromise  act. 
If  he  will  consult  the  debutes  of  the  day,  he  must 
see  that  Mr.  Clay  all  along  denied  that  protection 
was  to  be  abandoned.  Mr.  Clayton,  who  took  an 
ad  ire  and  important  part  in  passing  the  compro- 
mise act,  said,  before  he  would  consent  that  protec- 
tion should  be  abandoned,  he  would  let  the  compro- 
mise act  fail.  I  think,  upon  reflection,  the  gentle- 
man, who  is  better  acquainted  with  the  debates  of 
the  day  than  I  am,  will  see  in  this  he  is  in  error.  I 
know  in  this  opinion  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Ruvrr]  concurs  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia;  but  really,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  poli- 
ticians from  South  Carolina  differ  so  widely  upon 
almost  all  subjects  from  all  other  persons,  that  I  ge- 
nerally think  to  go  opposite  to  what  they  recom- 
mend is  to  go  right. 

While  speaking  upon  this  subject  of  protection, 
let  me  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  gentlemen  need  not 
any  longer  attempt  to  delude  tne  public  mind  by 
any  outcry  upon  this  subject.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Raarr,]  especially,  I  thought, 
seemed  anxious  10  raise  an  outcry  agaiast  a  protec- 
tive tariff.  I  wish  to  ray  something  presently  in 
reference  to  the  peculiar  opinions  of  that  gentle- 
man; and  before  1  do  so,  let  me  say,  I  wish  to  do 
so  in  no  spirit  of  unkindness.  I  wish  to  speak  of 
political  opinions  alone.  I  do  not  intend  to  say  any 
thing  calculated  to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  gen- 
tleman from  that  State. 

But  let  me  remark,  as  to  this  protective  tariff, 
that  when  the  question  comes  up  for  consideration, 
I  shall  be  ready  to  meet  it,  and  to  act  upon  it.  And, 
sir,  when  my  friend  from  Virginia  says,  "Southern 
gentlemen  dare  not  vote  for  a  protective  tariff,"  let 
me  tell  him,  in  all  humility,  he  ha*  no  right  to 
speak  inns  for  Southern  gentlemen.  Let  me  tell 
him,  here,  before  the  next  election  in  my  district, 
that  Horth  Carolina  Whigs  do  "dare  to  support  a 
protective  tariff"  whenever  they  become  satisfied 
the  interest  of  our  great  country  requires  it.  Yes, 
sir,  we  dare,  I  hope,  do  all  that  may  become  men. 
A  tariff  may  not  only  protect  Northern  manufac- 
tures, but  a  tariff  may  protect  commerce  and  agri- 
culture. May  not  our  cotton  require  protection, 
and  that  at  no  distant  day?  Does  not  our  tobacco 
already  require  some  legislative  protection?  The 
time  may  come,  sir,  when  my  own  State  shall  be 
sufficiently  aware  of  her  own  great  stiengrh  and 
power— -when  she  will  arouse  to  a  proper  sense  of 
her  own  capability,  of  her  immense  resources— 
when  she  may,  as  I  hope  she  will,  avail  herself  of 
the  benefit*  conferred  upon  her  by  a  kind  Provi- 
dence, and  turn  her  attention  to  manufacturing; 
the  time  may  speedily  come  when  we  shall  demand 
of 'our  Government  a  protective  tariff.  And  when 
that  time  arrive*,  yes,  before  then,  if  any  great 
branch  of  American  industry  requires  protection,  I 
shall  deem  myself  unworthy  a  seat  on  this  floor,  if, 
by  any  fear  of  the  unpopularity  of  the  measure,  I 
shall  be  deterred  from  supporting  ir.  While,  sir, 
I  acknowledge  the  great  power  of  my  friend  from 
Virginia;  while  I  am  proud  to  admit  that  his  oppo- 
sition is  calculated  to  make  any  measure  odious, 
let  me  tell  him,  sir,  be  is  much  mistaken  if  he  thinks 
.  North  Carolina,  as  a  part  of  the  South,  "dare  not 
1  go  for  a  protective  tariff."    Let  not  the  gentleman 


lay  "the  flattering  unction  to  his  soul"  that  he  can* 
by  the  magic  of  hi»  name,  prevent  the  Whig  party 
of  the  Southern  country  from  advocating  whatever 
they  may  think  right  and  proper.  No,  sir,  in  the 
old  North  State,  thank  Qod,  we  are  free.  We  nave 
declared  our  independence  of  the  ridiculous  ab- 
stractions which  tied  us  to  the  car  of  Virginia. 
We  have  seen  the  error  of  our  ways:  our  peeepie, 
remembering  the  noble  conduct  of  our  State  in 
1775,  when  she  took  the  lead  of  her  proud  sister, 
have  determined  to  think  and  act  for  themselves. 
Yes,  sir,  she  took  the  lead  in  1775,  when  our  Meck- 
lenburg Declaration  of  Independence  was  declared, 
and  if  we  have  been  under  Virginia  influence.it 
was  not  when  our  country  was  assailed  by  foreign, 
domestic  foes.  Not  only  in  1775  did  we  go  ahead 
of  Virginia,  but  I  am  proud  to  say  that  in  1840  we 
did  likewise.  Yes,  sir,  after  the  result  of  elections  in 
Virginia  was  well  known,  our  people  went  to  the 
polls,  each  man  knowing  he  was  discharging  an 
important  duty  to  his  country,  and  feeling:  grateful 
that  he  still  had  a  right  to  exert  a  proper  influence 
through  the  ballot-box  over  the  action  of  his  repre- 
sentatives. 

[Mr.  Ratnxr  here  interrupted  Mr.  STA*Lv,and 
said  he  hoped  his  colleague  would  allow  him  to 
ask  if  he  understood  him  correctly  in  what  he  had 
said  of  a  protective  tariff.  From  what  he  had 
beard,  he  was  satisfied  Mr.  S.  bad  been  misunder- 
stood.] 

Mr.  Stanly  said,  my  colleague  is  right,  sir,  in> 
saving  I  have  been  misunderstood,  if  it  is  alleged  I 
advocate  a  "protective  tariff."  As  far  as  I  have 
heard,  no  one  on  this  floor  has  pretecded  to  advo- 
cate a  protective  tariff.  It  is  a  false  alum,  raised 
by  certain  persons  here,  that  they  may,  if  possible, 
induce  some  tariff  man  to  recommend  it,  to  give 
them  an  excuse  for  indulging  in  a  little  blustering 
talk.  I  did  say,  however,  sir,  that  if  it  hereafier 
became  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  the  country  to 
resort  10  a  protective  tariff— if  the  people  of  North 
Carolina  should  think  her  interests  required  it,  I 
should  not  be  driven  from  the  support  of  it  because 
South  Carolina  representatives  had  threatened  us 
that  they  would  not  submit  to  it.  If  hereafier 
Texas  should,  as  she  may,  raise  cotton  .enough  to 
supply  our  Northern  manufacturers,  I  think  it  very 
probable  tho  South  would  not  very  strongly  object 
to  a  little  protection.  If  Great  Britain  succeeds  in 
her  plan  of  raising  cotton  in  India,  and  can  supply 
her  manufacturers  from  that  source,  which  will  de- 
prive us  of  a  market  in  England,  a  protective  tariff 
to  keep  out  foreign  cotton,  to  enable  us  to  sell  outs 
to  our  Northern  manufacturers,  would  not  be  so 
unacceptable  to  the  South  as  some  of  us  may  ima- 
gine. I  really  have  beard  a  protective  tariff  so 
much  denounced  from  a  certain  quarter  that  I  be- 
gin to  think  it  cannot  be  half  as  bad  as  many  South- 
em  gentlemen  have  though u 

But,  sir,  my  friend  from  Virginia  seemed  to  think 
that  there  is  some  charm  in  the  word  "taring" 
which  can  call  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep  t  He 
speaks  of  it  as  if  it  were  as  terrible  a  monster  as 
that  described  by  Milton,  as  seen  by  Satan  at  the  . 
gates  of  Hell— 

"A  formidable  shape, 
Black  it  stood  as  night, 
Fierce  as  ten  furies,  terrible  as  helL" 

Yes,  air,  one  would  think,  from  the  horror  ex- 
pressed by  himself  and  some  of  the  members  from 
South  Carolina  of  a  tariff,  that  it  was  a  monster 
threatening  to  attack  the  South,  levelling  bis  dead- 


"And  like  a  comet  burned, 
That  fired  the  length  or  OpoJucbue  huge. 
Is  the  arctic  sky,  and  from  hfa  horrid  halr 
Shakes  pestilence  and  war." 

I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  in  soma  parts  of  our  coun- 
try, where  reading,  writing,  and  arimmetic  (the 
three  r'*,  1  think,  they  were  once  cilkd)  are 
thought  to  be  aristocratic  arts,  aad  where  "direct 
taxation"  is  regarded  as  the  only  Democratic  way 
of  raising  revenue  for  the  Government— I  have  ao 
doubt  in  such  places  a  tariff  is  believed  to  he  some 
"highland  Wood"  AboJiuoojst  that  will  liberate  all 
the  slaves,  and  sell  all  the  "respectable  poor  neigftr- 
rjbor  men  and  women."  But  want  as  ua  tariff"  It 
as  a  tahleof  duties  en  goods,  or  a  book  of  rateawa 
declaration  by  law  of  the  duties  to  be  paid  at  the 
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custom  house  upon  imported  g odds*  No  man,  I 
hope,  sir,  who  know*  that  we  live  in  a  Republican 
Government,  is  so  deplorably  ignorant  as  to  say 
► that  a  tariff  is  unconstitutional.  I  find  the  1st  art** 
ole,  section  8th  of  the  Constitution!  to  be  as  fol- 
lows: 

"CoogNMibatU  hm  power  to  toy  and  collect  wane,  doiica, 
i  mpoat*  aod  cumi,  to  pop  the  debttand  provide  for  the  com- 
mon chfeoca  and  general  welfare,"  Ac 

It  is  the  first  power  conferred  npon  Congress  by 
the  Constitution.  The  framirs  of  the  Constitution 
seem  to  have  regarded  it  as  of  the  most  indispensa- 
ble importance,  for  without  the  means  of  raising 
money  we  could  not  live  one  day,  either  ia  peace 
or  war;  it  is  "the  feather  that  supports  ihe  royal 
bird  and  adorns  his  flight;  strip  him  of  his  plumage, 
and  joa  fix  him  to  the  earth." 

My  friend  from  Virginia  takes  Mr.  Madison  as 
his  model,  he  tells  as.  Well,  sir,  Mr.  Madison 
will  answer  for  a  model  upon  this  question.  I 
find,  during  the  first  Congress,  among  the  ear- 
liest acts  of  legislation,  that  Mr.  Madison,  the 
father  of  the  Constitution,  introduced  a  pro- 
position for  laying  duties  on  imposts.  I  have 
consulted  both  acts  of  the  first  Congress,  and 
I  perceive  that  chapter  1st  regulates  the  time 
and  manner  of  administering  certain  Oaths,  the 
qualification  of  the  Speaker,  the  members,  die  and 
chapter  2i  is  "an  act  for  laying  a  doty  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandises  imported  into  the  United 
States,"  the  preamble  of  which  is  as  follows: 

"Wheieae  it  ie  necewary  for  the  support  of  Government,  for 
the  discharge  of  the  debts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  en* 
couragemeDt  and  protection  of  manufactures,  that  duties  be  laid 
on  goods,  wares  and  merchandises  imported:  Be  it  enacted," 
Set. 

And,  sir,  I  could  but  observe  that  George  Wash* 
ington,  at  that  time  President  of  the  United  States, 
approved  this  law  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  1789. 
He  oould  not  have  been  forgetful  of  that  great  day; 
the  scenes  of  our  glorious  Revolution  were  still 
fresh  in  his  memory.  He  had  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tage of  hearing  the  powers  of  the  Constitution  dis- 
cussed before  him.  And  he,  acting  under  oath,  on 
this  great  day  sanctioned  this  law;  Mr.  Madison, 
the  father  of  the  Constitution,  urging  it  upon  Con- 
gress; Washington,  the  President  of  the  Conven- 
tion which  framed  the  Constitution,  approving  it. 
It  was  "the  voice  of  Jacob,  but  the  hand  of  Esau." 
Let  us  not  say  such  men  did  not  know  what  they 
were  doing. 

In  this,  as  it  should  always  be,  the  interests  of 
different  sections  of  the  country  were  regarded. 
Commerce,  tnatrafaetnres,  and  agriculture,  each 
received  some  share  of  protection. 

In  Mr.  Jefferson's  messages  be  recommends  the 
protection  of  manufactures.  In  his  sixth  message 
be  says,  "Shall  we  suppress  the  impost  and  give 
that  advantage  to  foreign  over  domestic  maauiao- 
tores?" 

Mr.  Madison  repeatedly  recommends  protection 
to  manufiietares.  In  bis  InaAgurai  Address  he 
spanks  of  the  duty  "to  promote,  by  authorised 
means,  improvements  friendly  to  agriculture,  to 
manufactures,  and  to  external  as  well  as  internal 
commerce,  to  favor  in  like  maimer  the  advance- 
ment of  science,  and  the  diffusion  of  information 
as  the  best  element  of  true  liberty." 

I  am  willing  to  take  Mr.  Madison  as  my  "model," 
especially  in  his  recommendation  of  the  diffusion 
of  information. 

Mr.  Monroe  in  his  inaugural  aud  messages  re- 
peats the  recommendations  of  his  predecessor*  in 
strong  language,  and  especially  recommends  pro- 
tection and  encouragement  to  manufactures. 

It  is  well  known  that  General  Harrison  concurred 
with  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Madison  ia  their  Re- 
publican opinions  on  this  subject.  The  leading 
Administration  prints  opposed  him  because  he  was 
of  opinion  Congress  bad  power  to  regulate  a  tariff, 
not  for  revenue  only,  but  also  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  demestic  manufactures.  What  his  opi- 
nions are  upon  this  subject,  he  will  inform  us  at  a 
proper  time.  I  am  not  authorized  to  speak  for 
him. 

Now,  air,  as  to  the  opinions  of  the  "illustrious 
predecessor"  of  the  present  "follower  in  the  foot- 
steps." In  1824,  it  is  well  known,  General  Jackson 
wrote  a -letter  to  a  gentleman  in  North  Carolina,  in 
which  he  spoke  very  favorably  of  protection  to 
he  thought  "a  cateftl  and  judkuus 


tariff  was  much  wanted  to  pay  our  national  debt, 
and  to  afford  us  the  means  within  ourselves  on 
which  the  safety  of  our  country  and  liber  y  de« 
pends,"  Ac. 

In  1826,  General  Jackson  said,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Governor  of  Indiana:  "I  pray  you,  sir,  respectfully 
to  state  to  the  Senate  of  Indiana  that  my  opinions 
at  present  are  precisely  what  they  were  in  1823-424, 
when  they  were  communicated  by  letter  to  Dr.  Col- 
man,  of  North  Carolina,  and  when  I  voted  for  the 
present  tariff  and  internal  improvements." 

And  yet,  sir,  "the  South"  voted  for  General 
Jackson,  and  all  that  the  Whigs  of  the  present  day 
desire  is  "a  careful  and  judicious  tariff"  to  pay  our 
national  debt. 

I  will  not  examine  the  course  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 
upon  the  tariff  question.  We  all  know  he  voted 
for  the  most  abominable  tariff  laws.  We  all  know 
what  he  said  in  his  disgraceful  sheep  speech,  of  the 
motives  which  influenced  his  vote.  His  conduct 
upon  the  tariff  question  was  unworthy  an  Ameri- 
can statesman.  He  deceived  the  South  in  18*28, 
and  was  reproved  for  it 

To  examine  Mr.  Van  Ruren's  coarse  on  this  sub- 
ject would  be  to  censure  him.  This  1  do  not  de- 
sire to  do.  With  all  his  patronage,  so  corruptly 
used;  with  his  thousands  of  office  holders  election- 
eering for  him;  with  bis  convenient  Secretaries; 
notwithstanding  his  promises  and  his  personal  ef- 
forts, the  American  people  have  consigned  him  to 
oblivion.  Let  him  rest  in  peace,  if  he  can.  Worse 
men  may,  by  accident,  be  placed  in  the  Presiden- 
tial chair;  a  worse  President  we  can  never  have. 
Let  him  go  to  Kinderhook.  I  hope  be  will  take 
with  him  a  cashmere  shawl,  with  a  bottle  of  otto  of 
rases,  from  his  "great  and  good  friend,"  the  I  ma  urn 
of  Muscat. 

Here,  then,  is  the  plan  recommended  and  adopted 
by  Washington  and  Madison  for  raising  revenue; 
the  best  and  most  equal,  the  least  oppressive  plan 
ever  devised  by  the  wit  of  man.  When  duties  are 
paid  on  articles  imported,  especially  luxuries,  the 
man  who  docs  not  buy  surely  does  not  pay  any  tax. 
The  necessaries  of  life,  such  as  are  used  by  the 
great  body  of  the  people,  ought  not  to  be' taxed, 
further  than  it  is  indispensably  necessary  for  the 
wants  of  the  Government.  But  the  consumers  of 
silks,  linens,  and  wines,  being  able  to  pay,  have  no 
right  to  complain  of  the  action  of  Government. 
The  tax  paid  by  imposing  duties  on  imports  is 
purely  voluntary.  The  farmer  who  makes  his 
own  silk,  or  clothes  his  family  in  articles  manu- 
factured on  his  own  farm,  pays  no  tax  on  these  ar- 
ticles. Those  who  are  indirectly  taxed  through  the 
custom-house  never  feel  the  tax  imposed  on  them. 

And  now,  sir,  let  us  see  why  this  venerated  cus- 
tom, this  time-honored  usage,  is  sought  to  be  aban- 
doned. Let  us  inquire  what  plan  is  to  be  substi- 
tuted for  this,  bequeathed  to  us  from  our  Revolu- 
tionary sires,  handed  down  to  us  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  framer*  of  the  Constitution. 

I  regard  this  proposed  system  of  direct  taxation 
as  anti-republican,  and  calculated  to  be  oppres-  j 
sive  to  the  people.  1 have  not  time  to  discuss  the  j 
horrors  of  such  a  system  fully,  nor  do  I  think  it 
necessary.  To  mention  it  is  enough  to  insure  its 
condemnation.  No  respectable  portion  of  the 
American  Congress  can  be  so  lost  to  all  reason  as 
to  attempt  to  adopt  the  plan  of  direct  taxation. 
We  never  will,  I  hope,  lose  sight  of  the  path  mark- 
ed out  for  us  by  the  framers  of  our  Government— 
the  path  trodden  in  this  respect  by  Washington, 

T»fl£r«nnt  Madison,  Monro*,  Adgms,  and  JackSOU. 

We  will  never  leave  a  well-tried  and  beautiful 
system,  under  which  we  have  flourished  so  won- 
derfully, to  try  the  experiments  of  a  few  Halt- 
brained,  Hotspur  politicians. 

I  not  only  object  to  this  mad  scheme  en  account 
of  its  impracticability,  but  because  I  fear  the  advo-  j 
eates  of  it  themselves  expect  no  great  good  from  it. ' 
They  do  not  seem  anxious  to  promote  the  prosperi- 
ty of  the  whole  country,  but  they  exhibit  feelings 
of  embittered  opposition  to  the  Union.  Mr.  Wood- 
bury recommended  this  plan  as  one  Which  was 
"defensible,"  as  he  said;  and  the  country  has  said 
ft  was  opposed  to  the  "grindstone"  measures— the 
Sab-Treasury  and  direct  taxation. 

This  system  is  revolting  to  the  feelings  of  an 
American  citizen.  It  never  can  he  effectually  car- 
ried ouy  unices  ty  an  a* mad  force,   Jhc  tftpnght 


is  worse  than  ridiculous,  that  this  Government,  in- 
stead of  the  present  mode,  which  exempts  all. from 
taxation  who  do  not  choose  to  buy  imported  arti- 
cles, should  create  hundreds  of  thousands  of  tax 
collectors,  who  would  invade  the  sanctity  of  pri- 
vate life,  Intrude  into  every  man's  house,  take  an 
inventory  of  all  bis  goods  and  chattels,  his  house- 
hold furniture,  take  an  account  of  bis  hogs,  hiseat- 
tle,  his  corn  and  wheat,  and  collect  a  tax  on  then, 
to  £ay  their  own  salaries,  to  put  money  in  the 
keeping  of  sub-treasurers,  or  in  Loco  Poco  pet 
banks,  to  be  used  for  electioneering  purposes.  It 
can  never  meet  the  sanction  of  a  free  people. 
They  will  never  allow  Federal  tax-gatherer?,  the 
instruments  of  Executive  power,  le  examine,  at 
their  arbitrary  discretion,  into  their  domestic  af- 
fairs. To  carry  out  the  power,  the  officer  must  to 
invested  with  the  tight  to  search' the  nouses  of  (he 
people.  They  must  have  power  to  compel  submis- 
sion to  their  authority — the  invaluable  privilege  nf 
tr.al  by  jury  could  not  be.  preserved  unjier  sucb/a 
state  of  things.  The  advocates  of  this  scheme  had 
better  wait  until  the  people  sanction  the  ".plan"  re- 
commended to  our  consideration  by  Mr.  .Yan  Bu- 
ren, of  organizing  an  army  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand men. 

Sir,  if  Aaron's  hand  was  stretched  out  over  this 
land,  over  the  streams,  over  the  rivers,  and  over 
the  ponds,  and  brought  upon  us  the  plague  of 
frogs,  we  should  not  be  more  soaejj  afflicted  than 
by  this  monstrous  system  of  direct  taxation. 

And  now,  sir,  I  wish  to  examine  a  little  the 
peculiar  "opinions9*  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Rhxtt]  and  his  clique,  who  advo- 
cate a  system  of  direct  taxation  in  opposition  to . 
laying  duties  upon  imports.  That  t  may  not  be 
misunderstood,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  repeat, 
that,  in  examiniog,  as  I  intend  to  do,  with  freedom, 
the  opinions  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
na, I  do  not  intend  to  use  personalities.  I  wish  to 
discuss  doctrines,  and  doctrines  alone. 

I  shall  contend,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  issue 
before  the  American  people  is  a  svstem  of  imposts, 
of  duties  on  imported  articles,  with  our  present 
Union,  on  the  one  side,  and  a  system  of  direct  taxa- 
tion, with  disunion,  on  the  other. 

[Here  Mr.  Rhxtt  asked  Mr.  Stakly  to  inform 
him  who  had  advocated  disunion  in  connection 
with  direct  taxation.] 

Mr.  Stan lt  said,  if  the  gentleman  will  be  pa- 
tient I  will  show  him.  If  I  do  not  satifj^r  him*  I 
think  I  can  satisfy  the  House  of  ihe  correctness  of 
what  I  say.  And,  to  be  short*  J,  would  say  to  the 
gentleman,  in  perfect  candor,  as  Neman  said  uatp 
David,  ('rhou  art  the  man."  I  think  I  nan  fihow* 
that  not  only  the  gentleman  himselL  hut  some  of 
his  friends  who  approve  of  direct  taxation  are  ajao 
avowing  doctrinc%ca]culated  to  cool  the  attach- 
ment which  now  exists  for  our  Union. 

t  wiil  fnrnph  what t'deem  pie  proofe of  wfeej  I 
have  saw.  t  will  not  cna/ee  upon  gentlemen, 
wantonly,  the  desire  of  dissolving  the  Union,  but  I 
do  charge  them  with  cherpning  ant)  endeavoring  to 
propagate  opinions  which  must  ine^yitahly ,  lead  to 
disunion  if  they  receive  favor  from  $hf  nsppectabp 
portion  of  Che  coupjry. 

I  was  a  good  deal  .amused,  .Mr.  Chairman,  hi 
reading,  in  the  ea/ly  part  of  this  session,  a  corres- 
pondence between  a  distinguished  Senator,.  [Mr. 
WxasTXAj  and  the  rahfteman,  ftaugbjitb  Carqk- 
na,  [Mr.  Rhxtt.]  fte  geutfemei  will  allowjQe 
to  say,  a  correspondence  conducted  and  published 
with  a  considerable  nourish  on  his  part  It  seems, 
if  1  understood  the  matter  rightly,  ml  the  genUe- 
man  from  South  Carolina  denied?  that  he  ever 
avowed*  wish  to  raring "tl&e  {forth  to, the  grind- 
stone." Now,  sir,  I  tbmk  the  geatlemaa  has  avow-  < 
ed  the  wish,  or  he  has  threatened*^  do  so. 

Mr.  Rhett  asked  Mr.  &  When  each  a  wish  cr 
threat  had  ever  been  made  by  him? 

Mr.  Startt  said,  I  win  read  to  the  gentleman 
some  of  his  own  language. 

I  hold  in  my  hand,  sir,  a  pamphlet  emitted  "TV 
Q.uerist,»  in  which  the  writer  tftis  the  same  f  fiw 
of  the  language  of  the  gentleman,  as.  that  takenJby 
myself.  He  says  "Mr.  R.  R.  Rottt,  a  South  Ca- 
rolina member  of  Cdtigres*,   ha*  it  >p£e#rs, 

baekied  on  his  atmor-^deneonces  the  tariff  as  an- 
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with  his  all-powerful  "sword"  if  we  do  not  obey 
his  mandates.  When  he  has  Bitted  his  decree,  he 
asks  his  constituents,  in  the  event  of  oar  noc-com- 
ptianee:" 

Now,  sir,  here  are  the  words  of  the  honorable 
member,  to  which  I  call  his  attention: 

"Wflly era  submit*  If  you  do,  the  question  Is  sealed  up  to 
you  and  four  posterity  forever*  The  principle  will  here  poised 
mto  the  Constitution,  end  to  the  General  Government  belong* 
the  power  of  regulating  the  industry  and  controlling  the  pro- 
duction* of  the  whole  Union.  The  struggle  of  *33  will  have 
been  in  Tain— a  bitter  laughing  mockery  to  point  the  slow-mov. 
inf  linger  of  acorn  to  your  fatal  defeat  at  last.  Will  you  sub- 
mit? T  see  your  anawer  in  your  kindling  countenance*— I  hear 
it  in  the  echo  from  the  part,  elill  beating  on  the  public  ear— We 
_ .    .      ~     ^^      reearebetor    "        J 


wiM  not  submit    The  alternatives  i 

Uon  or  an  equal  ad  valorem  duty !  There  is  yet  another  alter- 
native which  we  will  leave  it  to  them  to  present—the  swoid. 
Choose  ye,  for  we  are  too  weak  in  the  councils  of  the  Confede- 
racy to  (^ooee,  but  we  are  not  too  weak  to  do  all  thai  man  can 
do  in  maintaining  the  worst  of  these  alternatives!" 

This  language,  1  think,  is  extracted  from  a  circu- 
lar issued  by  the  gentleman  to  bis  constituents  dol- 
ing the  last  Congress. 

Mr.  Rhett  said  it  was  an  extract  from  an  ora- 
tion made  on  the  Fourth  of  July  to  a  portion  of  his 
constituents. 

Mr.  Stahly  said,  then,  sir,  it  is  but  another  item 
of  evidence  to  support  my  charge.  If  I  had  known, 
however,  that  it  was  a  "Fourth  of  July  speech,"  I 
should  nave  thought  there  was  some  excuse  foe  it. 
I  see  now,  sir,  what  was  meant  by (1  kindling  coun- 
tenances." 1  had  a  copy  of  the  gentleman's  circu- 
lar, Mr.  Chairman,  hut  I  misplaced  it.  It  was  a 
copy  which  he  honored  me  by  sending  to  me.  I 
think,  sir,  I  placed  it  away  with  a  bushel  of  Aboli- 
tion papers  which  I  had  occasion  to  use  during  our 
late  glorious  campaign.  I  thought  they  were  pa- 
pers of  a  like  character,  and  ought  to  ge  in  com- 
pany. If  I  had  it,  I  could  furnish  stronger  evi- 
dence than  I  have  yet  adduced. 

Bat,  sir,  what  language  this  »s  from  an  American 
statesman !  "Will  you  submit?9* — "will  you  sub- 
mit?" and  "we  will  not  submit.*'  "The  alterna- 
tives sre  before  them — direct  taxation,  or  an  equal 
ad  valorem  duty.  There  i«  yet  another  alternative, 
which  we  will  leave  it  to  them  to  present— the 
sword.**  Mark  you,  sir,  it  U  not  *  a  grindstone." 
Ob,  no!  But  it  is  "the  sword."  A  direct  taxation 
"grindstone." 

But,  sir,  I  should  like  the  gentleman  to  tell  us 
what  they  mean  by  saying  they  will  not  "submit." 
What  do  they  intend  to  do,  if  Congress  is  not  in- 
timidated by  such  threats? 

Mr.  Rhbtt  said  be  appealed  to  Mr.  Stanly 
as  a  Carolinian  to  state  what  he  would  do  if  Con- 
gress passed  an  unconstitutional  law  which  was 
unequal  and  unjust  in  its  operations?  Would  he 
"submit?" 

Mr.  Stanly  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  this 
word  "submit"  is  rather  unwelcome  to  Whig  ears 
in  modern  days.  I  do  not  fancy  the  word.  But, 
sir,  let  me  tell  the  gentleman  to  make  no  appeals  to 
me  as  "a  Carolinian."  I  do  not  answer  to  that 
name.  If  he  appeals  to  me  as  a  North  Carolini- 
an, I  will  give  him  an  attentive  ear. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  answering  the  gentleman. 
Sir,  if  Congress  should  pass  a  law  I  deem  uncon- 
stitutional, it  would  be  my  duty  to  obtain  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  it.  If  that  court 
pronounced  the  law  unconstitutional,  I  should  most 
cheerfully  submit. ,  I  should  do  as  States  have  hith- 
erto done  in  like  cases.  I  should  hold  myself  un- 
worthy a  seat  on  this  floor  if  I  impudently  endea- 
vored to  excite  civil  war  because  my  opinion  upon 
a  constitutional  question  was  overruled  by  a  ma- 

6'  rity  of  Congress  and  by  the  Supreme  Coun  of  the 
nited  States.* 

*  (Since  the  delivery  of  thie  speech,  I  have  met  with  a  copy 
of  the  ♦'Journal  of  the  South  Carolina  Convention,  in  March, 
1833,"  published  in  Charleston  in  that  year,  from  which  I  se- 
lect the  following  extract  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  "R.  Barnwell 
Smith,"  now  R.  Barnwell  Rhett: 

"Mr.  President,  I  have  one  more  objection  to  urge  against  this 
report.    It  is  not  an  objection  to  an  error  in  principle,  but  in 


profession.  In  the  first  column  I  find  the  following  words: 
'Ardently  attached  to  the  union  of  these  States,  the  people  ol 
South  Carolina  were  still  more  devoted  to  the  rights  of  the 
States.1  Sir,  is  this  profession  plainly  and  simply  truel  If  it 
k,  let  it  stand.  Since  your  attachment  might  be  suspected,  ac- 
cumulate epithets  to  your  professions.  I  ask  the  gentlemen 
upon  tab  floor  whether  they  can  lay  their  hands  upon  their 
hearts  and  say  that  they  are  'ardently  attached  to  the  union  of 
these  States.'  Why.  hare  we  not  for  the  last  seven  years  been 
declaiming  against  thai  union  ae  inflicting  upon  us  oppression, 
and  poverty,  and  desolation?  And  have  we  not  proved  it.  tri- 
umphantly proved  It,  and  throughout  the  wide  South  made 
common  the  high  complaint  thai  these  States  of  thai  Confe- 


Mr.  Chairman,  it  would  consume  too  much  time 
to  examine  at  length  all  the  opinions  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina.  His  well-known  and 
often-avowed  hostility  to  the  North  makes  me  sus- 
picious of  his  direct  taxation  notion?.  And  I  think, 
sir,  whoever  will  read  the  speech  of  that  gentle- 
man delivered  in  this  House  on  the  Independent 
Treasury  bill,  on  the  23d  day  of  June,  1840,  will 
have  ample  evidence  of  his  desire  to  bring  the 
North  to  the  grindstone.  In  that  rpeech,  which  is 
before  me,  the  gentleman  says,  "Indirect  taxation — 
that  is,  laying  the  taxes  on  foreign  articles  when 
imported  into  the  country — is  an  admirable  expe- 
dient for  a  despotism." 

Speaking  of  the  people,  the  gentleman  says:  "To 
judge  of  the  taxes  they  pay,  they  must  see  and  un- 
derstand that  they  pay  them;  and  to  supervise  the 
expenditure  of  them  with  the  keen  jealousy  their 
liberties  require,  they  should  be  coiuciotu  of  the  ex- 
act burdens  they  impose.*'  He  wished  to  make 
the  people  fed  what  they  pay — to  make  them  e**- 
$eiou».  The  gentleman  says  the  argument  that,  by 
indirect  taxation,  the  people  do  not  tee  the  tax  col- 
lector, "is  a  flat  and  flagrant  insult  to  the  people." 
I  submit  to  the  gentleman  if  he  is  not  liable  to  be 
accuted  of  arrogance  when  he  says  the  people  can- 
not know  what  taxes  they  now  pay?  What  pre- 
vents others  from  ascertaining  all  that  he  has  dis- 
vered?  The  gentleman  speaks  of  this  system,  re- 
commended to  us  by  Washington,  Jefferson, 
Madison,  and  others,  as  I  have  shown,  as  a  u system 
absurd  and  anti-republican;"  and  it  is  in  connec- 
tion with  this  denunciation  that  the  gentleman 
abuses  Northern  manufacturers.    He  sayst 

"Now,  If  our  system  of  indirect  taxation,  by  laying  duties  on 
imports,  did  not  exist,  the  arm  of  the  Government  could  not  be 
used,  by  taxee  on  importations,  to  sustain  forced  prices,  at  the 
expense  of  tne  people,  who  consume  the  commodities;  and  the 
manufacturers,  in  common  with  all  other  producers,  would  be 
interested  in  correcting  the  evils  of  the  banking  system.  As 
matters  now  stand,  they  are  its  allies,  and  the  people  are  op- 
pressed by  both— first  from  an  Inflated  curreocy  by  the  banks, 
and  then  by  taxation,  at  the  instance  of  the  manufacturers,  by 
which  it  ie  sustained.  The  effort  of  the  manufacturer!  is  to 
exempt  themselves  from  the  evils  of  an  inflated  currency, 
and  to  indemnify  themselves  by  high  prices,  exacted  from 
the  people  for  the  increased  prices  in  the  process  of  manu- 
facturing occasioned  by  the  banks.  The  people  are  plundered 
by  both." 

Again,  the  gentleman  says:  "Formerly  men 
plundered  by  open  violence.  It  is  now  better  done 
by  quiet  legislation.**  I  might  quote  page  after 
page -from  the  gentleman's  speeches  to  sustain  the 
charge  I  have  made. 

I  submit  it  to  any  impartial  mind,  if  the  opinions 
of  the  gentleman  are  to  be  relied  upon,  are  we  not 
"plundered*'  by  the  North?  Is  it  not  our  duty  to 
bring  "plunderers"  to  the  "grindstone?'*  Are  not 
such  sentiments  calculated  to  produce  feelings  of 
alienation  in  different  parts  of  the  country? 

In  a  speech  which  the  gentleman  made  in  this 
House  on  the  21st  of  January  last,  he  gives  utte- 
rance to  opinions  which  I  deem  highly  'censu- 
rable. 

According;  to  his  habit,  he  deals  largely  in  ge- 
neral assertions,  without  condescending  to  furnish 
proofs. 

The  gentleman  says:  "Mr.  Chairman,  it  does 
appear  to  me  that  it  is  only  necessary  for  Southern 
enterprise  and  industry  to  And  a  profitable  market 
for  our  staples,  and  it  is  immediately  struck  at  by 
this  Government." 

Now,  sir,  why  did  not  the  gentleman  tell  us  who 
strikes  at  the  Southern  markets?  Have  not  South- 
ern gentlemen  rather  taken  the  lead  upon  this  ques- 
tion?   Has  not  my  honorable  friend  from  South 

daracy,  by  a  policy  as  destructive  as  it  was  unprincipled,  were 
practically  colonised  to  the  other  sections  of  the  Union.  'Ar- 
dently attached  to  the  unionfof  these  States!'  Where,  then.  Is 
your  talk  about  your  Constitution  and  the  rights  it  guaranties? 
You  have  morejthan  once  declared  that  the  Constitution  was 
annihilated,  and  annihilated  undei  the  union  of  these  States.  Is 
it  now  nothing— ana  the  Union  every  thing  without  it?  A  con- 
solidated despotism,  by  virtue  of  this  union,  is  erected  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  Constitution,  orer  Carolina,  yet  we  are  'ardently 
attached  to  the  union  of  these  States!'  Sir,  let  others  think  as 
tbey  may,  and  act  as  they  may,  I  pretend  not  to  judge  of  their 
feelings  or  opinions,  but  I  cannot  palter  with  conscience,  or  play 
the  hypocrite.  Nor  can  Carolina,  consistently  with  her  honor 
or  her  truth,  dissemble  as  to  her  true  situation.  I  boldly  de- 
clare it,  (and  I  believe  that  1  express  the  feelings  of  the  free- 
men 1  represent,)  under  the  'Government  as  administered,  I 
have  no  aidant  attachment  to  the  union  of  these  States.1  Once, 
Indeed,  my  pulse  beat  high  for  thie  union.  But  the  day*  of  my 
boyhood  have  passed  away,  and  the  bitterest  fruit  which  the 
experience  of  manhood  has  brought  me  has  been  the  knowledge 
of  ray  true  situaOon  as  a  dtixen  of  thui  Confederacy.  What  has 
this  union  left  to  us?  It  has  usurped  ths  rights,  and  trampled 
on  the  independence  of  our  native  country,"  *c  esc 


Carolina  [Mr.  Thompsou]  shown,  by  his  able  ad- 
vocacy of  this  measure,  that  a  duty  upon  silks  aund 
wines  is  calculated  to  benefit  the  South?  leoec- 
gratulate  that  gentleman  that  be  has  disregarded 
the  pitiful  clamor  by  which  we  are  all  likely  to  be 
assailed  for  our  support  of  this  reasonable  plan.  It 
well  became  him  to  take  the  lead  in  this  matter.  It 
well  became  him  whose  gallantry  resisted  and 
overcame  the  attempts  made  by  one  who  thought 
himself  invincible  in  Sooth  Carolina,  to  put  him 
down.  I  hope  the  country  will  again  have  the 
benefit  of  the  service  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  in  public  life.  His  liberal  sentiments  and 
statesmanlike  views  are  especially  valuable,  com- 
ing from  his  State.  I  trust,  sir,  he  will  never  be 
induced  to  follow  the  ridiculous  dogmas  of  certain 
South  Carolina  politicians;  that  he  will  never  give 
up  to  a  party  what  was  meant  for  mankind. 

The  gentleman  from  8outh  Carolina  (Hx. 
Rhbtt]  tells  us  that  we  of  the  South  have  bone 
discriminating  duties  for  thirty  years,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  Northern  States;  and  he  says,  MWe 
must  bear  more,  and  bear  it  forever;  yield  up  the 
principle  of  protection,  and  once  more  lie  at  the 
mercy  of  a  majority  in  Congress-— the  prosperity 
of  whose  constituents,  in  their  opinion,  rises  ex- 
actly in  proportion  to  our  oppression."  Strange 
"oppression,"  under  which  we  have  groaned  so 
long,  when  every  one  acquainted  with  the  history 
of  the  country  knows  that  these  protective  tariffs 
were  first  passed  by  Southern  statesmen,  and  Soath 
Carolina  had  her  part,  and  a  creditable  part  in  it. 
But  I  will  not  into  this  now. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  coodaded 
his  speech  by  reading  two  resolutions  recently 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  his  State,  which  I  will 
read,  with  the  concluding  remarks  of  the  honorable 
gentleman: 

"Resolved,  That  the  power  given  to  Congress  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  and  imposts,  does  not  authonse  Confines 
to  collect  money  excepting  for  revenue;  and  that  a  tariff  to  pro- 
tect the  industry  of  one  portion  of  the  community,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  other,  ie  a  violation  of  the  spirit  and  lease  of  est 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  when  such  a  < 
the  several  States  will  decide  for  themselves  the  i 
sures  of  redress. 

"Jtootoed,  That  the  people  of  this  Scale  havec 

gratulaie  themselvee  that  the  party  feuds,  which  laaeiy  weak- 
ened the  vigor  of  its  councils,  have  happily  censed;  and  that 
South  Carolina  now  presents  to  the  enemies  of  her  policy  sad 
peace  an  undivided  front;  and  is  prepared,  as  she  is  reserved, 
o  repel  by  proper  means  every  aggression  upon  her  rights,  as 
a  sovereign  republic,  the  instant  that  aggression  ie  attasapssi* 

"Sir,  there  is  no  misunderstanding  these  resolutions,  anhnngh 
the  may  be  dlsrsgarded;  but  be  assured  of  one  thing-  word  fir 
word— in  spirit  and  inform— will  they  be  redeemed  and  en- 
forced by  that  free  and  gallant  people.  It  in  not  for  ma  is  an- 
ticipate their  course,  in  an  emergency  wiucftesdssgssvssss? 
liberties,  or  appeals  to  their  honor.  They  will  be  eras  to  both; 
neither  dismayed  by  the  frowns  of  power,  nor  duped  by  tea 
fsJthlasanesfof  unprincipled  cupidity." 

I  have  seen  the  report  of  the  Legislature  of  Seem 
Carolina,  with  the  resolutions,  two  of  which  ths 
gentleman  modestly  referred  to-^a  report  ordered 
to  be  printed  here  without  being  read,  or  the  con- 
tents being  known.  It  is  a  report  altogether  un- 
worthy the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina.  It  is 
the  most  insolent  report  (if  a  report  of  a  Lrgjamtare 
can  be  insolent)  ever  presented  to  Cosyess. 
sir,  if  I  bad  been  in  my  seat  when  this  report 
presented  to  the  House,  I  should  have  objected  to 
the  reception  of  it.  It  should  have  been  treated  aa 
Abolition  petitions  are  treated—iejscsed  without 
being  read  or  referred. 

Look,  sir,  at  the  threatening  language,  "and 
when  such  a  case  occurs,  the  several  States  will 
decide  for  themselves  the  mode  and  measure  of  re- 
dress." Yet,  sir,  the  sovereign  LegiakUiire  of  South 
Carolina  evinced  some  little  of  that  virtue,  pru- 
dence, in  this  resolution.  I  remember  during  the 
debate  in  the  Legislature  of  that  8tate,  when  some 
fearless  member  wished  to  say  that  "NoJUieauoa" 
was  the  proper  redress  but  not  so.  The  Legisla- 
ture refused  to  say  nullification  was  a  proper 
remedy.  I  commend  their  discretion;  though  I 
think  it  would  have  been  more  •ichivalrous»'to 
have  declared  their  remedy.  But  the  report  tests 
us  that  "South  Carolina  presents  to  the  enemies  of 
ber  policy  and  peace  an  undivided  front,"  cVc  she. 
Who  are  the  enemies  of  her  "policy  and  peace?" 
Does  any  one  doubt  that  all  the  States  present  the 
same  "undivided  front"  to  their  enemies?  What 
is  the  cause  of  all  this  indecorous  blustering?  b 
the  Union  to  be  dissolved  because  we  do  not  adopt 
the  "policy"  of  South  Carolina?  Are  we  to  be 
tnn^UtUitiomBon^CuM^tolomi 
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of  connecting  oar  destiny  with  tiers,  unless  we  de- 
clare war  against  all  banks  and  manufactures,  and 
resort  to  a  system  of  direct  taxation,  and  continue 
the  Sub-Treasury  as  the  law  of  the  land? 

Is  Congress  inimical  to  her  j"policy  and  peace," 
If  the  distribution  bill  is  passed?  Will  she  resort 
to  her  "measure  of  redress"  if  a  United  States  Bank 
shook!  be  chartered?  Are  we  to  be  brought  to  the 
"grindstone"  or  the  "sword,"  if  we  do  not  consti- 
tute the  South  Carolina  "peculiar  position"  mem- 
bers our  dictators?  And  bear,  air,  the  concluding 
words  of  the  gentleman  which  I  just  now  read: 
M  Word  for  word,"  he  tells  us,  "in  spirit  and  in  form 
will  they  be  redeemed  and  enforced  by  that  free 
and  gallant  people !"  I  would  appeal  to  the  gen- 
tleman, is  this  proper  and  decorous  language  for  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives?  One  of 
two  things  must  be  the  consequence— -either  to  treat 
this  childish  bullying  with  contempt— I  do  not 
mean  to  be  personally  disrespectful  to  the  gentle- 
nman— or  to  retaliate,  as  may  be  proper  for  our  own 
dignity,  and  the  rights  of  our  constituents. 

I  hare  spoken,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  terms  of  cen- 
sure of  the  report  of  the  South  Carolina  Legisla- 
ture. I  think  1  bad  a  right  to  do  so.  If  the  Legis- 
lature had  thought  proper  to  pass  her  resolutions  for 
the  benefit  of  ber  own  people  or  the  instruction  of  her 
Representatives,  I  should  have  regarded  them  with 
feelings  of  pity  and  sorrow.  But  this  report  and  reso- 
lutions were  ordered  by  the  Legislature  to  be  submit- 
ted to  us.  They  hare  been  printed  by  order  of  this 
House.  I  do  not  intend  to  speak  disrespectfully  of 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  or  the  people  of  the 
State.  The  glory  of  ber  distinguished  sons,  in  war 
and  in  peace,  I  regard  with  enthusiastic  pride. 
rhcir  reputation  is  the  property  of  the  country. 
Her  citizens  may  be  misled.  1  believe  they  are. 
That  they  are,  as  a  people,  as  high-minded,  as 
brave,  as  patriotic,  as  any  other  people,  I  certainly 
shall  not  deny;  but  that  they  possess  any  "peculiar" 
virtues  which  make  them  superior  to  citizens  of 
other  States,  no  one  1  hope  will  lender  himself  ridi- 
culous by  asserting,  unless  it  should  be  some  of 
those  who  framed  this  report. 

I  confine  my  remarks  to  this  insolent  report  I 
will  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  part  of  it. 

The  first  page  of  the  report  refers  to  **the  strange 
delusion  which  has  distracted  so  many  of  the 
Southern  States,  and  led  them  to  unite  and  make 
common  cause  with  parties  whose  avowed  princi- 
ples are  at  war  with  the  best  interests  of  the  South." 
Here,  sir,  is  a  modest  charge  that  Southern  States 
aje  allied  to  Abolitionists ! 

1  will  read  a  part  of  the  tenth  page  of  the  report: 
and  I  appeal  to  every  Southern  man,  to  every 
American  heart,  in  this  House,  to  say  if  this  lan- 
guage is  not  as  insulting  to  this  House  as  it  is  de- 
rogatory to  the  Legislature  who  used  it. 

"Your  commute*  unite  with  the  Executive  in  amazement  at 
.bat  delation  which  could  induce  any  Southern  State  to  abandon 
uq  Administration  which  adhered  moat  faithfully  to  the  doc- 
xinea  which  they  hare  struggled  to  maintain  since  IflOG,  and 
laxard  their  interest  by  coalescing  with  a  party  to  which  axe 
illied  the  Federalists  and  Abolitionists,  the  advocates  of  a  Na- 
ional  Bank,  and  the  persevering  solicitors  of  a  tariff  for  protee- 
ion;  and  while  we  rejoice  to  find  ourselves  associated  on  the 
mm  aide  with  Virginia,  the  very  nursery  of  Democracy  and 
Hate  rights,  and  on  the  other  by  our  own  offspring,  the  en- 
ightened  people  of  Alabama,  we  feel  no  tmkindness  towards  our 
mmediate  neighbors,  and  are  confident,  relying  on  their  gene- 
mi  good  sense  and  right  feelings,  that  the  moment  the  develop- 
neoi  of  the  true  character  of  the  combined  and  allied  opponents 
»f  Democracy  is  exposed,  they  will  promptly  and  cheerfully 
mile  once  more  with  us  in  sustaining  a  common  cause,  with  a 
aocerity  and  zeal  worthy  of  their  elovated  character  and  their 
levotion  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  South.  And  your 
committee  concur  with  his  excellency  in  the  belief  that  the  peo 
Me  of  every  section  of  the  Union,  firm  in  their  principles, 
and  resolved  in  their  purposes,  will  once  more  rally  in  the  great 
saoee  of  Democracy,  and  reinstate  in  office  its  original  and  un- 
wavering disciples. 

"That  the  late  election  of  Presideotof  the  United  States  was 
corrupt  and  Indecent,  wholly  unworthy  of  a  sober  and  discreet 
public,  and  calculated  to  degrade  our  country  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  observation  and  rumor,  too  well  founded,  it  is  believed, 
induce  us  to  lament.  The  resort  to  silly  pageantries,  ridiculous 
emblems,  and  vulgar  dissipation,  was  an  insult  upon  the  dignity 
of  freemen,  and  could  only  proceed  from  an  utter  contempt  of 
their  intelligence,  and  a  readiness  to  degrade  them  to  the  level 
of  the  servile  populace  of  transatlantic  manarchiee.  That  funda 
to  a  vast  amount  were  lavished  was  palpable.  And  when  it  la 
recollected  that  the  prize  to  be  gained  by  opposition  was  the 
control  of  the  revenues  of  the  Union;  the  recuscitation  of  an  ex- 
piring moneyed  institution,  whose  stock  is  so  largely  owned 
abroad}  and,  above  all,  the  delusive  hope  that  there  was  a  magic 
in  change  that  would  relieve  men  from  the  losses  of  improve 
dance  or  misfortune,  there  is  great  reason  to  conclude  that  the 
elective  franchise  was  polluted  by  most  extensive  bribery  and 
corruption." 

The  fourth  and  fifth  resolution*  accompanying 


this  report  are  highly  laudatory  of  Martin  Van  Bu- 
ren,  "his  principles  and  policy,"  and  of  the  "steady 
and  consistent  adherence  of  ber  8enator,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  to  the  well-known,  a? owed,  and  mature 
principles  of  the  State  !" 

Yes,  sir,  while  Martin  Van  Buren  is  lauded,  he 
who  supported  the  Missouri  restriction,  who  gloried 
in  "serving  under  the  chief'  who  had  the  force  hill 
passed;  he  who  sustained  the  proclamation  and  ad- 
vocated the  bill  of  abominations}  while  he  is  be- 
spattered with  praise,  North  Carolina,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee^  Georgia,  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi 
are  denounced  as  allies  of  Federalists  and  Aboli- 
tionists ! !  Yes,  sir,  reviled  by  this  report,  accused 
of  coalescing  with  Abolitionists  .and  Federalists, 
and  the  advocates  of  a  tariff  protection*,  accused  of 
being  influenced  in  their  recent  elections  by  the  mo 
nev  power!  Was  ever  insolence  equal  to  this: 
"And  while  we  rejoice  to  find  ourselves  associated 
on  the  one  side  with  Virginia,  the  very  nursery  of 
Democracy  and  Stale  rights,  and  on  the  other  by 
oar  own  offspring,  the  enlightened  people  of  Ala- 
bama, we  feel  no  unlriadneas  towards  our  immedi- 
ate neighbors,"  cYc 

Virginia  and  Alabama  ought  to  be  very  grateful 
for  this  compliment,  but  North.  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia are  totally,  irrevocably  lost  to  all  sense  of  gra- 
titude if  they  are  not  overwhelmed  with  this  mag- 
nanimous condescension!  To  hear  that  the 
"sovereign"  legislators  in  South  Carolina  "feel 
no  unkindness  towards  their  immediate  neighbors," 
is  well  calculated  to  arouse  feelings  of  lasting  ad- 
miration for  such  an  extraordinary  exertion  of  chi- 
valrous benevolence!  We,  then,  at  least,  her 
"immediate  neighbors,"  will  not  be  brought  by  this 
terrific  power,  either  to  the  "grindstone"  or  the 
"sword."  We  ought  to  have  a  day  of  thanksgiving 
for  our  deliverance ! 

I  am  at  no  loss,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  account  for 
the  feelings  which  actuated  those  who  adept  the 
sentiments  of  that  report.  They  spring  from  the 
disappointed  ambition  of  the  "coasistettt"  Sena- 
tor te  whom  I  just  now  referred.  It  may  be  out 
of  order  to  mention  names;  I  will  therefore  de- 
scribe him  as  the  Senator  who  is  eternally  seeing 
sea  serpents  in  legislation.  If  he  had  been  a  Cape 
Cod  fisherman,  he  would  have  done  no'hing  but 
chase  sea  serpents.  If  it  is  proposed  to  lay  duties 
on  luxuries,  he  sees  a  "protective  tariff"  coming. 
If  it  is  proposed  to  prevent  frauds  on  the  revenue, 
by  any  modification  of  the  tariff,  he  sees  a  monster 
bank,  or  a  great  system  of  extravagant  internal 
improvements,  lurking  in  the  proposition. 

I  speak  with  great  regret  of  this  distinguished 
man.  He  once  had  a  large  portion  of  my  admira- 
tion. Many  gallant  spirits,  in  my  own  State,  were 
devotedly  attached  to  him.  Yes,  sir,  even  after  he 
saw,  or  thought  he  saw,  that  the  Sub-Treasury 
scheme  was  the  only  republican  plan  of  taking 
care  of  the  public  money.  He  professed  to  de- 
spise Martin  Van  Buren;  he  had  uniformly  spoken 
of  him  in  terms  of  unmingled  contempt;  he  had 
compared  him  to  the  fox  and  the  weasel,  the  mean- 
est animals  of  the  tribe. 

But  when  it  was  seen  that  the  Administration  be- 
gan to  countenance  the  baleful  measures  of  Loco 
Focoism  and  direct  taxation,  and  that  the  remarka- 
ble individual  to  whom  I  have  referred  had  da- 
parted  from  his  lofty  position,  and  had  united  him- 
self with  the  spoilers,  the  confidence  of  the  Slate 
Rights  patriots  in  North  Carolina  was  shaken— it 
was  tost.  They  did  not  now  bow  in  slavish  obei- 
sance to  the  man;  they  had  regarded  him  as  the 
defender  of  the  South,  the  guardian  of  her  inte- 
rests and  honor;  they  admired  him  as  the  advocate 
of  great  principles:  but  when  they  saw  him  bow 
down  to  the  footstool  of  power,  when  he  had  at  last 
yielded — 

"Yielded  with  coy  submission,  modest  pride, 
And  sweet,  reluctant,  amorous  delay"— 

they  could  no  more,  with  self  respect,  entertain 
feelings  of  admiration  for  him.  It  was  melan- 
choly to  see  him,  as  I  did,  in  social,  cordial  inter- 
course with  Blair  and  Kendall  and  other  kitchen 
pets;  yes,  playing  second  fiddle  to  the  great  hum- 
bugger,  who  was  decidedly  first  in  favor  with  the 
pabt  Administration. 

When  I  view  him,  "fallen  from  bis  high  estate," 
I  feel  we  sheerest  sorrow. 


But  does  it  not  come  with  a  good  grace,  from  the 
admirers  of  his  consistency,  to  tell  the  people  of 
North  Carolina  that  they  are  in  alliance  with  Fe- 
deralists and  Abolitioni8ts1 

I  confesp,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  feel  some  "sensi- 
tiveness," as  my  friend  from  Virginia  said,  when  I 
hear  North  Carolina  referred  le  with  disrespect. 
There  is  some  excuse  for  this  sensibility.  We 
know  it  is  the  invariable  nssge  of  many  persons 
from  Virginia  and  South  Carolina  to  speak  con- 
temptuously of  the  old  North  State.  We  have 
teen  it  on  His  floor;  we  see  it  in  the  public  prints; 
we  see  it  sometimes  in  the  Senate— yes,  sir,  even  in 
the  Senate.  I  have  read  a  severe  speech  made  in 
that  body  not  long  since,  and  it  furnishes  additional 
evidence  that  those  who  are  fond  of  vilifying  North 
Carolina  have  probably  spent  much  of  their  lives 
in  company  with  "blue-beards,  who  are  ragged, 
dirty,  brawling,  browbeating  monsters,  six  feet 
high,  whose  vocation  is  robbing,  drinking,  fighting, 
and  terrifying  every  peaceable  man  in  the  commu- 
nity." 

I  have  seen  it  stated,  by  one  who  said  he  had 
passed  through  the  State,  through  the  turpentine  re- 
gion, on  a  railroad,  that  be  bad  seen  "the  beat  part 
of  the  State!"  Why,  sir,  the  man  who  travels 
through  the  State  on  a  railroad,  and  thinks  he  sees 
in  the  turpentine  region  the  best  portion  of  the  State, 
is  ss  well  qualified  to  judge  of  the  character  of  the 
productions  and  the  soil  of  North  Carolina  as  a 
mole,  in  these  Capitol  grounds,  is  to  judge  of  the 
architectural  beauties  of  this  ball. 

[Mr.  Stanly  made  some  other  remsrks  in  reply 
to  the  speech  referred  to,  which  he  thiok.%  upon  re- 
flection, did  not  deserve  the  notice  he  bestowed  up- 
on it.] 

But,  sir,  to  pass  from  smaller  matters,  I  repeat, 
it  is  a  common  thing  to  hear  North  Carolina  de- 
rided. My  friend  from  Virginia  spoke  of  her  as  a 
freed  *  apprentice."  She  may  have  been  once  in 
the  condition  of  an  apprentice  to  her  proud  sister 
Virginia;  but,  sir,  in  those  days,  the  indentures 
were  given  to  master  workmen,  like  Washington, 
Henry,  and  Madison.  Virginia  may  have  some 
such  men  in  her  borders  now;  at  all  events,  she 
keeps  them  at  home.  The  indentures  of  North 
Carolina  are  now  cancelled.  She  is  free  and  inde- 
pendent. 8he  has  shaken  off  the  miserable  ab- 
stractions which  have  so'  long  kept  down  her  ener- 
gies. 

I  do  not  wish,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  cast  a  slur  upon 
the  venerable  Common  wealth  of  Virginia.  No 
lover  of  liberty,  no  admirer  of  true  greatness,  no 
patriot  cma  beer  her  name  without  feelings  ot  ad- 
miration. 8he  is  the  mother  of  heroes  and  sages. 
There  are  honorable  men  from  Virginia  on  this 
floor  with  whom  I  am  proud  to  associate,  political- 
ly and  personally.  But,  sir,  I  do  maintain  that 
many  of  her  sons,  satisfying  themselves  with  vain- 
glorious boasting  of  her  former  renown,  have  alto- 
gether overlooked  her  present  lamentable  condi- 
tion. In  idolising  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  venerating 
his  dogmas  as  true  as  Holy  Writ,  they  seem  to 
have  entertained  the  opinion  that  a  Virginian  born 
was  of  course  superior  to  all  the  rest  of  the  world. 
I  have  seen  several  specimens  of  these  butterfly 
statesmen,  who  have  come  into  North  Carolina. 
They  came  with  a  full  share  of  Jeffersonisn  doc- 
trines, with  a  thorough  understanding,  as  they 
think,  of  the  *98  and  W  resolutions,  about  which 
they  are  eternally  prating,  with  a  little  "strict  con- 
struction and  State  rights;"  and,  sir,  I  have  often 
observed  that,  when  they  have  come  in  conflict  with 
the  plain  sense  of  our  people  in  North  Carolina,  at 
the  bar,  or  in  the  legislative  halls,  they  are,  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  sadly  overcome.  And  it  must  be 
so,  while  they  think  that  to  be  a  native  of  Virginia 
is  necessarily  to  be  a  statesman  by  nature.  Why, 
air,  it  is  melancholy  to  reflect  upon  the  fact,  which 
I  see  stated  in  a  paper  of  the  highest  character, 
that  there  are  now  in  Virginia  fifty  thousand  white 
adults  who  cannot  read  I 

Mr.  MAixoar  asked  Mr.  Stahly  how  many 
there  were  in  North  Carolina  in  the  same  condi- 
tion? 

Mr.  Stahly  said,  sir,  I  do  not  know;  I  have  not 
seen  the  returns.  There  are  a  great  many,  I  fear, 
air.  But  I  wish  to  make  the  number  less.  I  wish 
to  obtain  our  share  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
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the  public  lands,  that  every  poor  child  in  the  Stale 
nay  be  educated;  while  moat  of  the  Virginia  poli- 
ticians are  strenuously  resisting  the  distribution  of 
oar  land  money. 

I  confess,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  do  feel  proud  of 
the  present  political  condition  of  North  Carolina. 
I  think  in  oar  recent  political  contest  she  sustained 
an  important  and  highly  honorable  part.    In  the 
dall  and  piping  times  of  peace,  she  may  have  slept; 
but  when  she  saw  the  rapid  approaches  of  the  Exe- 
cutive towards  a  despotism,  she  came  forward  gal- 
lantly to  the  rescue  of  the  Constitution — to  the  res- 
cue of  liberty.    The  words  of  the  great  novelist, 
in  speaking  of  the  character  of  his  countrymen, 
may,  I  hope,  without  vanity,  be  applied  to  North 
Carolina:  "It  has  often  been  remarked  (he  said)  of 
the  Scottish  character,  that  it  shows  most  to  advan- 
tage in  adversity,  when  it  seems  akin  to  the  native 
sycamore  of  her  hills,  which,  scorning  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  the  prevailing  breeze,  shows  no  wea- 
therside  to  the  storm,  but  shoots  out  its  branches 
with  equal  boldness  in  every  direction — it  may  be 
broken,  but  can  never  be  bended."    8o  stands 
North  Carolina,  steadily  in  the  path  of  duty;  true 
to  the  Constitution,  true  to  herself,  and,  therefore, 
true  to  the  Union.    Her  sons,  instead  of  dwelling 
upon  the  deeds  of  their  ancestors,  and  retting  in 
the  shade  of  the  great  actions  of  others,  bear  about 
in  their  hearts  the  never-dying  recollection  of  those 
deeds,  and  continually  endeavor  to  advance  her 
welfare,  and  make  her,  as  she  is  destined  to  be,  one 
of  the  first  8tates  of  this  Union.    She  stands  firm, 
uninfluenced,  unswayed,  by  the  boastings  and  rant- 
ing! of  her  "immediate  neighbors."    She  stands 
between  them,  like  her  own  Pilot  mountain — 
Mount  Ararat  among  her  western  hills,  a  distin- 
guished land-mark  in  the  desert,  to  which  the  wea- 
ry pilgrim  who  may  be  lost  in  clouds  of  metaphy- 
sical sophistries,  in  the  impenetrable  bogs  of  Jcffer- 
sonian  abstractions  and  "strict  constructions,"  may 
turn  his  eyes  with  undoubting  confidence  that  in  her 
borders  he  will  find  comfort  and  repose. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  consumed  a  great  deal 
more  time  than  I  wished  or  intended.  I  will  bring 
my  remarks  to  a  close  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  have  mentioned,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  some 
others  besides  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina 
1  [Mr.  Rhitt]  appeared  to  favor  direct  taxation. 
The  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Thompson,] 
if  I  understood  him  correctly,  found  fault  with  the 
system  of  indirect  taxation.  The  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Hubbard]  said  "direct  taxation 
ought  not  to  be  denounced;*1  and,  sir,  the  same 
gentleman  said,  in  the  spirit  and  manner  of  the  ad- 
vocates of  direct  taxation,  "the  gentleman  from 
New  York  would  have  trouble  if  he  attempted  to 
enact  a  tariff  law"— a  protective  tariff  I  presume 
he  meant  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  the  gen- 
tleman meant  by  "trouble." 

[Mr.  Hobbabd  was  understood  to  say,  if  a  pro- 
tective tariff  should  be  fixed  upon  the  Southern  coun- 
try, the  people  of  his  State  would  not  submit. 

Mr. .Stault  asked,  what  does  the  gentleman 
mean  by  not  submitting? 

Mr.  Hubbabd  said  he  meant  resistance  by  any 
means,  by  force.] 

Mr.  Stanly  said,  I  expected  to  hear  the  gentle- 
man say  so;  it  furnishes  additional  eridenoe  that  a 
spirit  of  disunion  animates  these  advocates  of  di- 
rect taxation*  The  gentleman  also  said,  if  I  un- 
derstood him,  tha*  "the  people  of  the  new  States 
would  not  submit  to  distribution."  Let  me  ask  the 
gentleman  what  he  will  say  if  New  York,  Ohio, 
•ad  Pennsylvania  ware  to  say,  or  either  of  them, 
that  wey  would  not  submit  to  pre-emption  law*? 
If  New  York  should  tell  us  she  would  not  submit 
to  a  United  States  Banal  What  is  to  be  the  cha- 
racter of  our  wgfclatjoa  if  remarks  of  this  kind 
are  indulged  in? 

I  wish  to  notice  but  one  remark  more  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rbxtt.]  He 
told  us  he  felt  it  to  be  peculiarly  bis  duty,  coming 
from  South  Carolina,  to  resist  the  proposition  to 
tax  wines  and  silks.  One  would  suppose,  from 
the  gentleman's  manner  of  treating  the  subject,  that 


the  people  of  his  district  and  State  consumed  more 
wines  and  silks  than  the  people  of  all  the  other 
States  together.  I  understand  that  gentleman 
his  not  more  than  a  thousand  voters  in  his  dis- 
trict. 

[Mr.  Rim  was  understood  to  say  about  fifteen 
hundred.] 

Well,  sir,  fifteen  hundred.  Why,  sir,  my  dis- 
trict gives  about  six  thousand,  and  there  are  seve 
ral  others  in  my  State  which  give  a  much  larger 
vote.  Andl  have  the  vanity  to  suppose,  fir,  that 
my  constituents  make  as  much  use  of  silks  and 
wines  as  the  constituents  of  the  gentleman  from 
Sooth  Carolina,  1  believe  also,  sir,  that  they  have 
as  much  good  sense,  and  can  as  readily  perceive 
when  they  are  oppressed,  as  the  South  Carolina 
people. 

It  is  really   ridiculous,   sir,  to  hear  gentlemen 
from  thai  State  speak  so  feelingly  of  their  "oppres- 
sions" by  these  "plundering"  tariff  laws.     Why, 
sir,  the  district  of  my   friend   from    Illinois  [Mr. 
Stuaut]  gives  nearly  60,000  votes !    Yes,  a  single 
district.    These  hardy  people  in  Illinois,  although 
thty  are  able  and  willing  to  encounter  danger  and 
hardships,  still  they  know  the  comforts  of  luxu- 
ries they  clothe   their  wives   and   daughters  in 
silks.    They  know  what  wine  is.    Now,  sir,  com- 
pare this  District  with  the  8tate  of  South  Carolina.*' 
I  have  ascertained,  by  applying  at  the    State  De- 
partment, that   the  "total  number  of  white  males 
over  31  years  is  53,705'* — fifty-three  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  five,  in  the  whole  8tate !     North 
Carolina  gave  more  than  80,000  votes  for  President 
last  November.    Ohio  gave  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  thousand  votes  at  the  last  elec- 
tion.   Does  the  gentleman  believe  South  Carolina 
consumes  more  luxuries  than  all  these  Buckeyes? 
Why,    sir,  I  know  they  have  a  reasonable  attach- 
ment for  "hard  cider,*'  but  they  love  good   wine, 
and  they  drink  it,  and  their  wives  and  daughters, 
as  well  as  ladies  elsewhere,  deck  themselves  in  silks. 
Does  not  the  gentleman  suppose  that  Pennsylvania 
with  more  than  two  hundred  and  eighty   thousand 
votes,  consumes  heir  share  of  these  luxuries?    I  beg 
the  gentleman  to  think  of  the  glorious  Empire  Bute 
— of  New  York,  with  her  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  thousand  voters — with  a  population  of  more 
than  two  million  three  hundred  thousand:  does  he 
•not  think  they  consume  soiree   luxuries?    I  know 
'something  of  New  York.    I  never  hear  her  name 
without  ejnotions  of  pleasure.    I  was  there  last 
year,  sir,  and  saw  her  people  assembled  together, 
twenty  and  thirty  thousand  at  a  time.    I  heard  the 
welkin  ring  with  their  shouts  as  the  glad  tidings  of 
victory  came  in  from  North  Carolina.     I  gazed 
with  admiration  and  pride  at  her  magnificent  pub- 
lic works,  and  while  borne  along,  as  if  by  magic, 
through  her  rich  valleys  and  fruitful  hills,  I  felt  at 
home;  her  territory  was  part  of  my  country,  her  ci- 
tizens were  brothers;  we  were  all  struggling  toge- 
ther, with  one  mind  and  one  spirit,  in  resisting  the 
encroachments  of  power.    While  I  gaeed  in  won- 
der and  astonishment  at  the  majestic  cataract  on 
her  northern  border— a  scene  which  nature  seems 
to  have  made  for  her  own  gratification — even  this 
was  insignificant  in  comparison  with  the  moral 
Niagara  of  a  noble  people  like  hers,  casting  aside 
all  attachment  for  her  degenerate  son,  and  gallant- 
ly coming  to  the  rescue  of  the  country.    It  is  not 
only  a  glorious  country,  but  it  is  inhabited  by  a  no- 
ble race  of  men— men  of  strong  arms  and  stout 
hearts.    Sir,  I  wish  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  would  visit  that  country.    He  ought  to  go 
there,  and  see  what  industry  and  enlightened  pub- 
lie  spirit  can  do  in  a  wilderness.    Look  at  her  cha- 
ritable institutions,  her  asylums  for  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  for  the  blind,  her  common  schools.  He  will 
see  the  difference  between  a  people,  a  working  peo- 
ple, guided  by  the  lessons  ot  experience  and  com- 
mon sense,  and  one  whose  leaders  are  eternally 
in  chase  of  sea  serpents  and  jack-o4anthorns  in 
politics. ' 

Instead  of  finding  a  nation  of  "plunderers,"  as 
he  and  the  South  Carolina  clique  seem  to  regard 

*Th«  population  of  South  Carolina  ia:  Total  numbftr  of 
wbila*  SBQfrfe  free  colored,  8,279;  staree,  327,108-10*1  ag> 
giitmus»M3fc 


our  Northern  people,  he  will  find  .an  educa'ed, 
hospitable,  brave,  and  intelligent  population.  Yes, 
sir,  they  have  been  "plunderers"  once;  they  may 
be  again,  if  honor  requires  it;  they  are  ready  and 
able  to  "plunder"  a  British  army,  if  our  soil  should 
be  invaded.  I  wish  the  gentleman  would  go  there 
and  look  at  that  noble  work,  her  Erie  Canal,  by 
which  New  York  is  making  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Michigan,  yes,  even  the  Territory  of  Wiskonsaa, 
tributary  to  her.  Let  him  go  there,  and  while 
upon  the  glad  waters  of  Lake  Erie  he  thinks  of  the 
name  of  Perry,  and  does  not  feel  bis  heart  beat 
with  pride,  if  be  does  not  feel  that  even  there  he  is 
at  home,  be  has  not  an  American  heart  in  his 


Mr.  Chairman,  if  1  can  be  excused  while  I  sayr  a 
few  words  upon  a  proposition  I  introduced  nrarm 
time  since,  1  will  conclude. 

In  June,  1836,  Congress  ordered  the  surplus 
money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  January,  1837, 
excepting  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  deposited 
with  the  Stairs.  The  sum  to  he  distributed  waa 
437,468,869  97. 

This  sum  had  arisen  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands.  It  was  intended  to  be  a  distribution  bill— it 
was  so  declared  at  the  time.  It  was  called  a  depo- 
sits to  save  it  from  the  veto  of  the  then  President, 
who  had  defeated  the  distribution  bill  by  the  Jaw- 
less  exercise  of  his  power.  He  would  have  vetoed 
this  bill,  but  that  he  knew  it  would  be  passed,  ia 
spite  of  his  objections,  by  two-thirds  of  both  Houses. 
At  the  extra  session  in  September,  1837,  a  law  was 
passed,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  President, 
withholding  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment 
from  the  8tates. 

Many  of  the  Slates  have  regarded  this  as  a  dis- 
tribution bill-  Some  of  them  have  divided  it  among 
their  citizens;  others  have  appropriated  it  to  pur- 
poses of  internal  improvements.  Even,  the  act  of 
1837  gives  proof  that  Congress  intended  the  money 
should  be  paid  to  the  States.  The  law  proposed  to 
withhold  the  fourth  instalment  until  otherwise  pro- 
vided by  law.  On  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pic  tens,]  it  was  post, 
poned  until  the  1st  day  of  January,  1839.  That 
day  has  come  and  pasted.  The  money  is  not  yet 
paid.  The  Sub-Treasurers  may  tell  where  it  is;  I 
cannot. 

It  is  a  debt  due  to  the  States.  Public  honor,  na- 
tional faith,  public  justice,  demands  that  it  should 
be  paid.  I  tear  there  ia  no  hope  that  this  Coaaress 
will  do  justice  to  the  States.  That  the  aext  Admi- 
nistratiou  will,  I  feel  confident. 

I  was  under  a  pledge  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pay  the 
fourth  instalment  to  the  States;  but  the  dominant 
party  in  this  House  have  prevented  the  considera- 
tion df  the  bill.  On  the  19th  of  February,  I  asked 
leave  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  bill  to  pay  the 
fourth  instalment  whenever  the  public  debt  should 
be  paid.  Leave  was  refused— ayes  66,  noes  83. 
And,  sir,  there  was  but  one  supporter  of  me  Admi- 
nistration among  the  yeas!  This  eoodswveJy 
shows  the  feeling  of  the  Van  Buren  party. 

Mr.  Mallout  of  Virginia  said  he  had  voted  for 
it  as  an  act  of  courtesy  to  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina.    He  was  opposed  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Stanly  said:  There  is  no  gentleman  in  this 
House  from  whom  I  should  feel  more  honored  by 
an  aci  of  courtesy  than  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia; but,  sir,  I  presume  he  was  the  only  one  who 
was  opposed  to  the  bill  that  voted  with  thai  motive. 

I  wish,  sir,  to  lay  a  duty  on  luxuries  to  pay  this 
fourth  instalment. 

I  have  a  table  before  me,  taken  from  a  public 
document,  which  shows  the  amounts  paid  each 
State  by  the  three  instalments.  The  third  corunan 
contains  the  amounts  due  each  Stale,  proposed  to 
be  paid  by  the  bill  1  wished  to  introduce.  Audi 
wish  gentlemen  to  observe  that  the  fourth  column 
shows  the  amount  which  each  State  must  be  taxed 
to  refund,  if  Mr.  Woodbury's  proposition  to  recall 
the  deposltes  should  hereafter  prevail. 

Fbom&jmatb  Doc.  No."  14,26th  Coj«aim—Ut  *— mirr 
Statement  t»  answer  to  the  firat  queetum  contained  «*  the 
resemtumeofthe  Senate  of  the  United  Atafes.  rurixi  J*jS> 
ruary  16, 1889,  ekowimg  the  amount  of  wmimew  dss**am*f 
with  the  eeveral  Statu  under  the  act  ofJuneS^  USm\ewm1 
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H.  of  Reps. 


as  ««t>oraZ  periods  at  which  the  said  deposit  es  or  transfers 


f 

r 


•tnpnt 
ii»>Bk«t 


1,388,173  67  1,338,173  57  I, 
*  964390  dO    264.890  20 


BBlWippl 


cbigan 


#31*612  76 


440,067  86 
22SMB8  93 
264,890  TW 
127,445  10 
,338,173  67 
264,890^0 
966|838  26 


318,612  76 
782,809  33 
477,919  13 
360,474  08 
360,474  03 


477,919  18 
477,919  13 
609,086  78 
127,446  10 
286,751  48 
169,306  38 
95,383  83 
45J633^ 


lit 


•318,612  75 
229.028  93 
446,067  86 

93 

20 
10 


264,800! 
127,446  ] 


264,890 
965,838 
93,583 
318,612 
782,809 
477,919 
360,474 
360,474 


*318,612 
t254,890 
1477,919 
477,919 


127,446 
286,751 
160,306 
95,383 
3146,583 


9,030,263  499,703,766  45 


Si 


•318,612  76 
223,028  93 
446.067  86 


264,890  20 
127,445  10 
1,338,173  37 
264,890  20 
966,838  26 

95,683  83 
3l8,ei2  76 
732,809  33 
477,919  13 
310,474  03 
360,474  03 
223,028  93 
159,306  33 
127,445  10 
477,919  13 
477,919  13 
669,086  76 
127,445  10 
286,75!  48 
159,306  38 
$95,983  f3 

95,563  83 


9,367,614  97 


I 


•966,838  26 

669486  79 

1,338,173  66 

669,086  79 

764,670  60 

382,336  30 

4,014,520  71 

764,670  60 

2,867,514  78 

286,751  49 

956,838  26 

2,199,427  99 

1,433,757  39 

1,061,422  09 

1,051,422  09 

669,066  79 

477,919  14 

382,335  30 

1,433,757  39 

1,433,757  39 

2,007,260  34 

382,335  30 

860,264  44 

477,919  14 

.  286,751  49 

286,751  49 


28,101,644  91 


'TtU*  sum  was  transferred  under  data  of  April  13, 1837. 
[This  sum  waa  transferred  under  date  of  Hay  23, 1837. 
;•  126,000  of  this  sum  wu  transferred  under  dale  of  June  3, 

frtjiiOd  of  this  eum  waa  transferred  under  data  of  July  15, 1839. 
(•100,000  of  this  sum  was  transferred  under  date,  of  June  7, 
39.  WM.  8ELDEN, 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
imMraua'sOmoa,  November  14, 1839. 

Hera  is  a  plain  question,  easy  of  comprehension. 
na  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  told  as,  often, 
at  these  depositcs  still  belonged  to  the  General 
overnment.  He  calls  them  oar  depositcs,.  again 
id  again.  I  propose  to  release  the  States  from  all 
►ligation  to  pay  back  this  money.  The  dominant 
irty  refuse  lo  do  so.  1  make  the  issue  with  that 
irty:  will  yon  release  the  States — will  you  give  up 
is  money  to  them — will  you  pay  them  the  fourth 
fttahaant-,  or  will  you  recall  the  depositee  already 
ith  them?  II  this  money  justly  belongs  to  the 
tales,  why  not  giro  it  to  them?  But  you  contend 
does  not;  then,  assuredly,  you  must,  when  you 
in,  take  away  from  them  the  money  already  re- 
eved. Let  the  people  understand  this.  I  quote 
[r.  Woodbury's  own  language,  and  I  say  the  ques- 
»n  is  correctly  and  fairly  stated,  when  he,  in  his 
wual  report,  December,  1839,  says: 
"We  must  either  provide  for  recalling  portions  of  the  public 
may  now  deposited  with  the  Stales,  or  establish  an  adequate 
stem  of  direct  taxation,  or  at  once  resort  to  the  contingent 
war  contemplated  in  the  existing  laws  concerning  the  tariff 
lan  chances  become  necessary  for  purposes  of  revenue,  and 
Koro  the  duty  on  several  articles  of  luxury  now  free." 

I  am  willing  to  stand  by  this  issue  before  the 
sople.  Will  you  tax  the  States,  oppressed  as  they 
•e  with  debt,  to  pay  back  the  sums  mentioned  in 
m  fourth  column  just  referred  to? 
Will  you  bring  upon  this  country  the  dreadful 
mors  ot  a  system  of  direct  taxation,  with  a  stand- 
ig  army  necessary  to  sustain  it?  or  will  you  tax 
ixuries  imported  into  the  country,  the  burden  of 
hich  the  rich  alone  can  feel? 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  nearly  concluded.  I  feel 
mscious  of  having  consumed  much  time.  1  have 
me  so  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty.  For  the 
resent,  I  part  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
)lina.  in  discussing  his  opinions  publicly  de- 
nied, I  have  not  intended  to  use  personalities.  I 
o  most  cordially  and  from  my  soul  abominate  his 
otitical  principles.  1  regard  members  of  Con- 
fess holding  his  opinions  as  worse  than  Abolition- 
ns.  The  Abolitionists,  the  Tappan  Van  Boren 
Lbetitionists,  are  a  contemptible  handful  of  de- 
eded fanatics,  ignorant  of  what  they  speak,  jgno- 
ant  of  what  they  wish  to  do.  They,  are  unac- 
uainted  with  our  institutions,  and  I  believe  know 
ittte  of  our  form  of  Government.  But  these  po- 
Uieians  who  are  eternally  accusing  their  Northern 
brethren  with  "plundering,"  who  perpetually  strive 
o  create  discord  and  hostility  between  different 


eettons, 


willing,  with  a  knowledge  of  the 


>ksaings  of  our  Union,  after  having  lived  and 


prospered   under  it,  to  destroy  the  most  perfeet 
torm  of  Government  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  regret  to  have  perceived  that 
one  of  my  colleagues  [Mr.  Shcpard]  seems  to 
have  an  inclination  to  support  some  of  these  opi- 
nions. If  I  could  be  surprised  at  any  thing  in  this 
changing  world,  1  should  have  been  surprised  at 
some  of  his  opinions.  He  spoke  of  the  'greedy 
manufacturers,"  and  of  the  "tree  trade  party;"  he 
spoke  of  those  who  were  "hungry  and  thirsty  after 
plunder;"  and  intimated  that,  while  one  section 
might  receive  a  (<shower  of  gold,  another  was  bur- 
dened and  oppressed." 

But  what  added  more  to  my  surprise  was,  to  hear 
him  oppose  distribution.  Yes,  sir,  the  gentleman 
said  that  "the  northwestern  territory  no  more  be- 
longed to  Virginia  than  to  China;"  and  he  said  be 
was  glad  to  see  that  one  in  whose  opinion  he  had 
confidence  said  it  was  sound  doctrine — he  referred 
to  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Adams  ]  If  I  had  said  this,  I  might  have 
been  accused  of  favoring  Abolition.  But  I  con- 
gratulate my  colleague  that  be  and  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  are  found  agreeing;  and  I  most 
say,  sir,  I  presume  they  are  the  only  two  in  this 
House  who  concur  in  that  opinion. 

M/  colleague  said  he  did  it  with  no  unkind  ft  cl- 
ings, but  a  great  change  had  come  over  gentle- 
men." Now,  sir,  I  think  be  is  mistaken,  the 
change  has  come  over  him.  I  think  he  once  favor- 
ed distribution. 

[Here  Mr.  Shepabd  said  he  should  like  to  have 
the  proof  that  he  ever  had  favored  distribution.] 

Mr.  Stanly  referred  to  his  votes  at  the  extra  ses- 
sion, in  September,  1837,  when  he  opposed  the 
postponement  of  the  fourth  instalmeir,  and  made  a 
speech  upon  it. 

Mr.  Shbpard  was  understood  to  say  that,  at  that 
time,  be  was  a  very  young  man,  and  that  he  wish- 
ed the  money  paid  to  the  States,  because  he  thought- 
the  Government  did  not  need  it.  And  that  was 
more  than  ihree*yea;s  ago. 

Mr.  Stanly  said,  my  colleague  pleads  "infan- 
cy;"— (some  member  said:  The  statute  of  limita- 
tions too.)  No,  said  Mr.  8. 1  know  he  does  not 
intend  to  rely  on  ihat.  But,  sir,  the  plea  of  "in- 
fancy" cannot  avail  him.  We  were  both  young 
men  then— he  some  years  my  senior;  I  had  known 
him  long;  he  was  always  sagacious,  shrewd,  and 
cool,  never  apt  to  act  hastily.  I  listened  to  his 
speech  with  pleasure.  We  then  stood  side  by  side, 
denouncing  corruption,  and  advocating  the  same 
measures. 

It  was  his  maiden  speech.  At  the  risk  of  being 
tedious  I  will  read  an  extract.  I  make  a  long  quo- 
tation that  I  may  not  be  accused  of  doing  him  in- 
justice: 

Extract  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  C.  Supajid  on  the  bill  to 

postpone  thefsurth  instalment  of  the  payment  to  the  States, 

delivered  in  the  House  of  Representatives^  September  21a/, 

1837. 

"If  there  be  a  deficiency  In  the  Treasury,  and  this  money 
which  waa  promised  to  the  States  could  he  used,  it  ia  not  pro- 
per that  it  should  be  withheld.  They  did  not  petition  Congress 
for  this  boon;,  several  of  them,  Indeed,  were  opposed  to  the  po- 
licy of  the  measure,  and  were  partially  forced  into  the  accept 
ance  of  their  shares;  but  after  they  had  been  led  to  expect  this 
fund,  and  have  commenced  works  of  internal  improvement, 
have  founded  schools  and  seminaries,  and  made  other  expendi- 
tures of  local  importance,  it  ia  not  just  that  they  should  be  dis- 
appointed. This  is  not  a  contract  which  could  be  enforced  in 
a  court  of  justice;  bnt  as  the  Governments  of  this  Confederacy 
were  erected  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  they  should  aet  to- 
wards each  other  with  good  faith  and  the  strictest  honor,  in  or- 
der that  confidence  ana  harmony  might  be  permanently  esta- 
blished. If  this  instalment  be  not  paid,  some  of  the  States  may 
be  compelled  to  create  stock  and  make  loans  to  comply  with 
their  engagements;  and  here,  perhaps,  might  be  another  source 
of  derangement  in  the  money  market  in  the  Union. 

M An  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  suggested  that 
the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  sbooJd  be  sold  to 
supply  the  wants  of  the  Treasury;  these  bonds  would  probably 
besought  after  in  London  or  Amsterdam,  and  their  sale  in  Eu- 
rope would  have  a  tendency  to  lower  the  rata  of  exchange,  and 
hasten  the  return  to  specie  payments.  As  the  Government  has 
been  hostile  to  that  institution  jlnd  is  anxious  to  be  freed  from 
all  connection  with  banks,  this  plan  of  relief  Is  not  only  feasi- 
ble, but  ought  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  Executive.  If  this  be 
not  agreeable,  let  us  fall  to  carry  into  effect  the  extravagant  ap- 
propriations of  the  last  Congress;  let  the  salaries  of  atf  the  offi- 
cers of  this  Government  be  reduced ;  let  us  return  to  the  simpli- 
city and  economy  of  our  predecessors,  until  we  again  have  a 
redundant  Treasury. 

"Some  gentlemen  were  in  favor  of  this  bill  because  it  is  not 
constitutional  to  levy  money  to  be  distributed  among  the  States. 
No  man  over  claimed  this  power  for  the  National  Government. 
The  surplus  revenue  has  arisen  from  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  and  the  ^eporitebill'  is  the  fairest  and  most  equitable 
mode  of  division* 

"No  patriot  would  attempt  to  disturb  the  'compromise  act;' 
and,  if  commerce  revives,  the  revenue  must  be  greater  than  a 


frugal  Government  can  expend;  and  it  would  be  wiser  to  anti- 
cipate our  future  income  in  the  payment  of  this  Instalment, 


than  to  place  in  the  hands  of  any  Administration  a  large  i 
of  money.  It  wilt  be  used  for  selfish  purposes:  more  offices 
will  be  created;  salaries  will  be  increased;  ana  every  effort 
wilJ  be  made  to  sustain  parties  at  the  expanse  of  the 
people;  or  the  scramble  for  appropriations  will  again  com- 
mence on  this  floor— harbors  for  particular  sections,  and 
to  improve  private  property,  creeks  and  rivers,  never  be- 
fore heard  of,  will  again  put  in  weir  claims  for  national 


constitutional  purposes  of  the  Govern- 


ment, common  sense  and  common  justice  demand  of  me  to  sup- 
port an  equitable  distribution.  But  is  there  a  deficiency  in  the 
Treasury?    ~"  ~ 


port  an  equitable  distribution.  But  is  there  a  deficiency  i 
Traasuryl  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  made 
a  lucid  statement,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  the  Govern 
menthas  ample  means;  the  Secretary  has  sent  us  his  report; 
the  members  of  the* Ways  and  Means' have  made  theirs,  and 
they  all  diaagrae  in  the  conclusions  at  which  they  arrive.  I  also 
have  made  a  calculation,  but,  as  older  heads  have  differed,  I 
shall  not  trouble  the  House  with  ray  arithmetic,  and  1  shall 
content  myself  with  the  belief  that  there  is  no  need  of  this  bill, 
until  it  is  proved  more  satisfactorily. 

"Se vera  1  gentlemen  have  indulged  in  sarcastic  remarks  on 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  would  be  nobecoming  in  me 
to  follow  their  example,  but  I  must  say,  with  due  respect  to  that 
officer,  that  he  draws  largely  on  the  patience  and  generosity  ef 
the  American  people.  This  country  is  free  from  det.t,  its  citi- 
zens are  industrious  and  eoterpriaing,they  have  been  blessed  with 
fruitful  seasons,  and  yet  they  have  been  suddenly  arrested  In 
their  career  of  prosperity  without  foreign  war,  without  the  oc- 
currence of  extraordinary  calamity.  The  schemes  of  the  finan- 
cial officer  have  signally  failed,  and  he  now  comes  up  to  this 
Mouse  to  propose  the  abandonment  of  a  cherished  policy,  the 
creation  of  a  new  debt,  and  a  novel  experiment  upon  the  Be* 
sources  of  the  country.  Sir,  if,  under  these  circumstances,  a 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  opened  such  a  budget  as  this 
to  the  Uritish  Parliament,  he  would  have  been  sconced,  and  the 
King's  Ministers  would  have  thought  themselves  wail  off  to 
have  saved  their  heads.  But  here,  in  this  boasted  land  of  in- 
lelligence,  the  people  suffer  from  the  knavery  or  ignorance  of 
their  rulers,  and  many  again  submit  to  the  yoke  or  party,  and 
permit  themselves  to  be  again  wheeled  by  artful  appeals  to 
their  passions  and  prejudices. 

"But,  sir,  I  have  departed  from  the  subject  I  rose  merely  to 
express  my  dissent  to  the  bill  under  discussion,  and  to  state 
what  I  consider  the  feelings  and  interests  of  north  Carolina. 
When  the  great  questions  involved  in  the  President's  message 
are  properly  before  us,  I  may  again  trouble  the  committee  with 
a  few  remarks." 

Nov,  sir,  I  leave  it  to  the  House  to  judge  if  my 
colleague  did  not  favor  distribution.  If  he  did  not 
contend  then,  as  I  did,  and  do  now,  that  the  sur- 
plus revenue  arose  from  the  sale  of  the  public 
lauds,  did  he  not  advocate  "division,'  of  the  reve- 
nue from  lands?  Did  he  not  support  "an  equitable 
distribution?"  If  "the  good  faith  and  strictest  ho. 
nor"  required  a  payment  of  this  land  money  to  the 
States,  has  the  lapse  of  three  years  changed  the  na- 
ture of  "good  faith  and  honor?" 

Mv  colleague  is  mistaken,  sir;  he  has  changed, 
not  the  Whig  party.  He  is  like  the  drunken  man, 
who  went  to  bed,  and  waited  until  the  bed  turned 
round  again  that  he  might  lie  down. 

My  colleague  told  us,  in  conclusion,  that  if  "the 
new  President  should  think  and  act  for  the  whole 
nation,  and  not  for  a  clique,  or  particular  section, 
no  member  of  the  House  would  give  him  a  mora 
cordial  support  than  himself."  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rhbtt,]  one  of  my 
colleague's  "clique,  or  particular  section"  friends, 
gave  utterance  to  something  like  the  same  senti- 
ment. Now  I  beg  of  them— keep  away  from  u«. 
Do  any  thing  but  befriend  us.  We  defy  your  op- 
position, but  fear  your  friendship;  it  contributed 
mnch  towards  breaking  down  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

I  wish  I  had  time,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  go  into  this 
question  of  distribution,  but  I  know  it  is  needless. 
If  any  question  was  ever  well  discussed,  this  has 
been.  The  whole  argument  will  be  found  in  the 
celebrated  report  of  Mr.  Clay,  when  the  question 
firsi  arese  for  the  examination  of  Congress.  In 
another  report,  made  by  Mr.  Ewing,  the  argument 
was  again  presented  with  great  power.  We  hare 
heard  it  with  great  ability  from  the  Senate  during 
this  session.  Let  me  tell  my  friend  from  Virginia* 
[Mr.  Wise,]  in  answer  to  his  fantastic  idea  of 
''distributing  a  deficiency,"  that  we  propose  to  dis- 
tribute the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  and  to  supply  any  deficiency  in  the  Treasu- 
ry by  imposing  duties  on  luxuries.  We  impose 
duties  on  luxuries  not  to  distribute,  but  to  support 
Government,  "to  pay  debts,"  which  he  admits  we 
have  the  power  to  do. 

The  money  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  publie 
lands  we  contend  is  a  sacred  fund,  not  to  be  squan- 
dered by  the  General  Government.  Give  the  pro- 
ceeds to  the  States;  it  will  lessen  executive  patro- 
nage; the  States  can  then,  in  a  great  measure,  adopt 
their  own  system  of  internal  improvements,  and 
keep  out  the  bands  of  the  General  Government, 
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Senate. 


My  friend  from  Virginia  said  the  land  money 
eoold  not  be  separated  from  the  money  arising  from 
customs.  If  this  argument  be  good,  no  man  who 
is  the  administrator  of  more  than  ooe  estate,  guar- 
dian of  more  than  one  child,  or  trustee  for  several 
persons,  (ail  of  which  frequently  takes  place,)  no 
one,  in  such  circumstance?,  could  be  forced  to  set- 
tle his  accounts.  This  General  Government  is  a 
trustee;  admit  that,  we  can  distribute  peaceably  and 
fairly. 

I  confidently  look  forward  to  the  time  when  this 
fourth  instalment  will  be  paid— when  national  faith 
and  honor  will  be  regarded.  I  will  not  sefl>r  a 
doubt  to  rest  in  my  mind  that  the  distribution  bill 
will  yet  be  the  law  of  the  land.  Common  sense 
and  common  justice  demand  it.  Your  suffering 
country  demands  it.  After  the  fitful  existence  of 
the  present  party  shall  have  ended,  let  us  join  our 
efforts  to  put  down  Loco  Focoism  forever.  Let  us 
not,  in  our  straggles  for  party  ascendency,  forget 
we  bare  a  country  to  serve.  I  most  fervently  hope 
I  shall  see  the  day  when  this  great  measure  shall 
'pass;  when  North  Carolina  shall  successfully  esta- 
blish a  system  of  common  schools.  I  long  to  be- 
hold the  day  when  the  school  house  and  the  temples 
of  the  living  God  shall  be  in  the  reach  of  every 
family  in  her  borders.  Let  not  the  glorious  revolu- 
tion or  1840  be  without  its  benefits  to  those  to  whom 
we  are  chiefly  indebted  for  it — the  log  cabin  men  of 
the  country. 

Educate  the  poor;  elevate  the  condition  of  those 
who  are  to  be  our  reliance  in  peace,  our  defence  in 
war.  Let  every  man  in  the  nation  be  able  to  read 
his  bible,  and  the  farewell  address  of  the  Father  of 
his  country.  Let  it  be  known  that  by  education, 
industry,  and  perseverance,  the  highest  honors  of 
our  Government  are  in  the  reach  of  the  humblest 
citizen.  Diffuse  education,  and  you  advance  the 
Christian  religion;  and  the  abominable  doctrines  of 
Loco  Focoism,  disunion,  and  direct  taxation,  will 
no  longer  find  encouragement  in  any  portion  of  our 
fiee  and  happy  country. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  bringing  forward  the  proposi- 
tion to  raise  revenue  as  I  have  mentioned,  I  was 
influenced  by  a  desire  to  serve  the  whole  country. 
My  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisn]  said,  in  speak- 
ing of  this  tariff  question,  with  an  air  of  triumph, 
"Try  it,  and  see  who  will  take  the  back  track,  like 
boys  from  a  hornet'*  nest."  I  know,  sir,  it  is 
much  easier,  and  sometimes  thought  best,  to  swim 
with  a  popular  current  than  to  oppose  it,  although 
we  may  believe  opposition  to  be  right.  I  have 
thought  otherwise.  I  like  to  take  a  little  responsi- 
s  bility— 1  ftal  that  I  can  safely  rely  upon  the  inte- 
grity, common  sense,  and  patriotism  of  my  consti- 
tuents. 

But,  sir,  if  they  should,  as  my  friend  intimated, 
disapprove  of  my  conduct,  I  am  ready  to  meet 
them.  I  should  glory  in  being  left  at  home  by  the 
attempt  to  discharge  my  duty.  I  have  never 
sought  office,  I  never  will.  I  am  ready  to  go  to 
my  constituents,  as  I  did  in  the  case  of  the  ridicu- 
lous Atherton  caucus,  and  tell  them,  if  they  disap- 
prove of  my  conduct,  I  shall  be  happy  in  defeat. 
The  hornet's  stings  have  no  terrors  lor  me.  Keep 
away  the  hornet  stings  of  conscience;  give  me  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  I  have  discharged  my  duty 
to  North  Carolina  and  to  the  country,  and  success 
is  comparatively  nothing. 

I  fear,  sir,  my  ardent  devotion  to  North  Caroli- 
na may  appear  to  some  rather  akin  to  Virginia 
boastine,  which  I  have  censured.  I  hope  not. 
Though  I  love  her  honor  and  wish  to  promote  her 
welfare,  the  wish  does  not  monopolize  my  heart. 
It  is  nearest  to  it,  but  it  is  not  alone.  To  love 
North  Carolina  is  to  love  the  Union—he  who  loves 
the  Union  must  respect  the  old  North  State,  for  in 
all  past  conflicts  she  has  never  been  shaken  in  her 
attachment  to  her  sister  States.  No  matter  how 
violently  the  storm  of  Locofoco  Abolition,  aided  by 
foreign  influence,  may  prevail  in  one  section,  or 
the  ridiculous  fury  of  direct  taxation,  prompted  by 
the  spirit  of  disunion,  may  rave  and  fret  in  ano- 
ther, the  North  State  stands  firm  and  unshaken; 
yes,  firm  as  the  far-famed  and  most  dangerous 
premonotory  on  her  coast — particular  portions  may 
be  separated  for  a  while,  but  the  great  body  will 
remain  steady,  defying  even  the  rage  of  Ocean  it- 
eelf— >yes  firm  as  the  hearts  of  her  people  axe  in 


devotion  to  true  Republican  principles  and  in  un- 
dying attachment  to  our  glorious  Union. 

I  wish  to  make  her  like  New  York  in  internal  im- 
provements; like  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut 
are  abounding  in  school-houses  and  in  charitable 
institutions.  I  wish  her  to  imitate  her  sister  8tates 
in  this  exhibition  of  true  Yankee  feeling  and  spirit; 
the  true  American  spirit  which  in  war  shows  itself 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  not  in  words;  in  peace, 
in  cultivating  the  arts  and  promoting  the  good  of 
the  whole  ptop'e.  Aod,  sir,  if  I  fall,  as  mv  friend 
from  Virginia  anticipates,  let  me  fall.  The  interest 
of  my  country  and  my  State  demand  that  I  advo- 
cate this  measure.  That  man  is  fortunate  whose 
happy  lot  it  is  to  fall  in  the  service  of  his  Stale. 
He  leaves  an  invaluable  legacy  to  his  children.  I 
desire  no  greater  honor,  I  shall  be  "twice  Messed" 
if  I  can  enable  those,  by  whom  I  may  be  remem- 
bered, to  say  of  me  he  fell  in  the  service  of  his 
country. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  SOUTHARD, 

OF  NEW  JERSEY. 
In  SmuU$,  January  15  and  16,  1841— On  the  per- 
manent pre-emption  hill,  and  the  amendments 
proposed  to  it. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said  that  he  wished  to  express 
the  views  which  he  entertained  on  the  subject  of 
the  present  bill.  And  though  be  could  not  but 
regret  the  late  hour  at  which  he  was  compelled  to 
commence,  yet,  as  he  desired  that  no  -delay 
should  be  occasioned  on  his  account,  he  would 
proceed. 

I  understand  (said  Mr.  S.)  the  questions  before 
the  Senate  to  be,  first,  on  the  amendment  moved 
by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cal- 
houn,] which  proposes  a  cession  of  all  the  public 
lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  with  a  par- 
tial graduation  of  their  price  when  in  the  hands  of 
the  States.  This  was  offered  in  the  form  of  an 
amendment  to  a  previous  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr  Cbittjen- 
dbn,]  which  provided  for  a  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  domain  among  all  the 
States  of  the  Union,  with  a  partial  pre  emp- 
tion  granting  to  the  settler,  if  his  property 
was  not  worth  over  a  thousand  dollars,  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land  at  the  Government 
price.  It  is  possible  that  I  might  bring  my  mind 
to  consent  to  all  these  matters -in  a  modified  form — 
I  might  vole  for  something  in  the  shape  of  pre- 
emption and  graduation,  provided  they  should  be 
strictly  limited  and  placed  on  safe  principles 
—but  for  neither,  unless  limited  with  a  plan  of  dis- 
tribution. 

In  approaching  this  question,  permit  me  to  re- 
mark, in  the  first  place,  that  I  cannot  consent  to 
act  here  under  what  I  regard  only  as  a  threat, 
founded  on  the  power  which  may  in  future  be  ex- 
erted, if  we  do  not  consent  to  yield  up  these  lands 
now.  The  Senator  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Ssvica] 
was  pleased  to  commence  and  to  close  bis  remarks, 
addressed  as  they  were,  or  shou'd  have  been,  to  the 
intelligence  and  judgment  of  the  Senate,  with  a  di- 
rect intimation  that  we  must  now  do  what  was  re- 
quired of  us,  or,  when  there  should  be  power  in 
the  new  States  to  enforce  their  will  on  this  subject, 
we  should  be  compelled  to  yield  to  necessity.  I  do 
not  understand  that  kind  of  argument  as  addressed 
to  the  intellect,  and  much  less  to  the  conscience  of 
a  Senator,  in  the  difcharge  of  his  high  duty.  When 
a  great  question  is  to  be  discussed,  I  do  not  com- 
prehend bow  my  judgment  is  to  be  made  to  yield 
by  having  it  said  to  me,  give  these  lands  now,  or 
hereafter  we  will  take  them  as  soon  as  we  shall 
have  strength  to  do  so.  I  am  not  to  be  convinced 
by  an  argument  of  that  character.  If  the  dictates 
of  my  judgment  and  a  solemn  sense  of  public 
duty  lead  me  to  refuse  my  assent  to  measures  pro- 
posed here,  no  appeal  to  fotuie  power,  no  threat 
of  future  vengeance,  will  induce  me  to  record  my 
vote  in  their  favor.  Such  questions  should  be  de- 
cided without  reference  to  threats  of  any  kind,  and, 
in  my  apprehension,  they  are  very  ill-applied  to  a 
body  like  this,  consisting  of  the  high  representa- 
tives of  Stales,  and  standing  here  under  the  shield 
of  the  Constitution,  for  the  protection  of  the  rights 
of  the  people  and  the  States  which  sent  them. 
Again.    There  has  been  introduced  in  the  pre- 


sent argument  much  which  relates  to  the 
words  of  party,  and  the  emblems  and  ensigi 
ployed  in  the  time  of  the  election,  to  obtain 
benefit  of  the  impression  they  might  make  am 
the  excitement  of  such  a  scene.  I  ask,  what  hare 
these  to  do  with  the  grave  questions,  to  whom  be- 
long the  public  landk?  and  what  is  the  duty  of  Go- 
vernment in  their  management}  These  question* 
are  very  little  connected  with  log  cabins.  What 
have  they  or  other  political  emblems  to  do  with 
the  inquiry,  what  is  now  our  doty?  Was  the 
word  log  cabin  introduced  both  into  the  bill  and  the 
title,  as  reported  from  the  Land  Committee,  by  way 
of  sneer?  And  can  a  sneer  conquer  the  judgment 
or  convince  the  conscience?  Or  are  those  things 
intended  to  forwarJ  electioneering  and  natty  par- 
poses?  The  question  before  us  is  far  higher  then 
those  connected  with  the  temporary  oeeupaev  of 
the  Biecotive  chair.  It  connects  itself  with  me 
origin  and  foundation  of  oar  institutions — vita  all 
that  has  followed  from  that  eventful  moment  to  the 
present — and  it  presses  on  all  that  is  hereafter  to 
effect  our  children  and  our  children's  children* 
Such  a  question  had  no  appropriate  connection  with 
electioneering  emblems. 

It  ic  proper  that  I  should  thus  notice  these  things, 
because  I  intend,  as  far  as  I  can  control  my 
feelings,  to  avoid  entirely  all  such  allusions;  and 
whenever  I  find  myself  approaching,  in  the  coarse 
of  my  argument,  any  point  to  which  they  have  been 
directed,  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  myself  from 
turning  aside  to  reply  to  the  arguments  derived 
from  them. 

This  is  said  to  be  a  question  of  great  excitement. 
It  is  so;  but  it  ought  to  be  so  only  because  of  the 
magnificent  and  profound  interest  which  is  inherent 
in  the  subject  itself.    It  should  not  be  a  question  of 
that  species  of  excitement  referred  to  in  the  debate, 
and  which  is  found  here,  and  in  the  State  Legisla- 
tures, and  among  politicians,  to  a  far  greater  de- 
gree than  among  the  plain,  laborious,  unsophisti- 
cated   portion  of  the  community,  either  in  me 
West  or  the  East.    It  is  easy  to  see  why  it  is  here 
made  a  question  of  great  excitement,  and  the  mo- 
tives which  lead  gentlemen  to  make  it  so.    It  is  so 
exciting  in  the  Legislatures  of  some  of  the  States 
because  it  is  a  question  which  addresses  itself  to 
the  removal  of  the  most  painful  of  all  the  < 
which  the  members  of  those  bodies  have  to 
charge.    If  a  system  of  pre-emption  and  gradn 
and  cession   could  be  fully   accomplished  upon 
terms  which  they  desire,  they  would  be  relieved 
from  many  onerous  duties.    Taxation  woaligira 
them  no  trouble,  internal  improvements  become  a 
light  burden,  our  joint  property  be  the  easy  remedy 
for  such  difficulties.    There  is  no  mystery  in  the 
reason  why  politicians  and  legislatures  make  this  a 
question  of  excitement;  but  it  should  be  freed  from 
all  such  associations  and  influences.    Here  is  an 
immense  domain,  the  common  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.    It  is  admitted  even  now,  and  has  been, 
in  this  debate,  to  be  the  common  property  of  dm 
whole  Union,  and  the  question  is,  what  ohtigation, 
under  the  history  of  the  Revolution,  the  terms  of 
cession,  and  the  principles  of  the  Union,  rests  upon 
us  in  the  management  and  disposal  of  mis  great 
common  property? 

The  first  plan  is  offered  to  us  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoubt,]  and  proposes!  a   . 
distribution  of  the  whole  domain,  tying  within  nine 
of  the  States,  to  those  States.    It  gives  it  to  them, 
and  they  either  take  it,  by  cesssion,  and  obtain 
the  legal  title  to  it,  and  perfect  control  over  it,  or 
they  are  to  be  the  agents  of  this  Government  for 
its  management.    From  the  argument  of  the  fleam* 
tor,  I  could  not  distinctly  understand  whether  hit 
amendment  was  intended  to  secure  on  absolute  ecu- 
sion   to  those  States,   so  that  Congress  can  no 
longer  have  any  control  over  the  property—or 
whether  the  States  are  to  be  regarded  as  die  agents 
of  the  General  Government,  to  carry  out  its  purpo- 
ses, and  to  make  return  to  it  of  the  resume  of  iheir 
agency.    In  the  first  case,  that  of  an  actual  roroion 
of  the  whole  territory  to  the  States,  the  United 
States  lose  their  title  to  the  land,  if  they  have  one, 
and  the  8tates  require  it,  and  have  the  land  as  their 
own,  absolute,  indefeasible  inheritance.       When 
this  shall  be  the  case,  if  the  doctrines  which  have 
been  advanced  by  gentlemen  from  the  saw  J 
be  correct,  all  the  obligations  which 
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f  assume  will  be,  not  parchment,  bat  pack* 
sad,  broken  by  the  slightest  effort  of  the  weak- 
among  them.  If  the  principles  which  have 
a  asserted  here  be  sound,  that  mast  be  the  re- 
-  I  do  not  permit  them  to  be  so,  but,  arguing 
a  those  who  do,  I  point  them  and  others  to  the 
sequence  which  1  think  must  ensue  when  the 
tea  shall  possess  the  lands  in  a  fee  simple,  and 
re  the  absolute  control  over  them.  Tney  will 
e  them-— deny  your  right  of  interference;  nay, 
ly  that  you  have  any  interest  in  them.  Tneir 
.ts  sovereignty  over  all  lands  within  their  limits 
1  be  the  ready  answer  to  all  your  claims  and 
tits. 

Bat  suppose  the  States  to  be  mere  agents  of  the 
ion  to  execute  the  duly  which  the  General  Go- 
rnment  has  entrusted  to  them  in  discharge  of  its 
n  high  trust  under  the  instrument  of  cession. 
t  them  in  that  position,  and  then  how  stand  we? 
ith  oar  present  land  system  still  to  control  them, 
we  appoint  officers  to  receive  our  portion  of  the 
mey,  we  must  keep  up  our  registers  and  re- 
ivers, oar  land  districts  in  the  States,  and  our 
id  department  here.  I  mean  that,  so  far  as  these 
ties  are  concerned,  all  the  characteristics  and  all 
3  expenses  of  the  existing  land  system  must  still 
ntinue.  We  gain  nothing,  or  so  liule,  that  it  is 
t  worth  consideration  in  relieving  ourselves  irom 
sponsibility  and  expense.  They  are  our  agents, 
d,  as  such,  they  must  appoint  agents  of  their 
rn  to  sell  the  land.  A  citizen  comes  to  pay  for 
e  land  he  has  entered,  and  he  offers  to  pay  a  part 
the  receiver  of  the  General  Government  and  a 
irt  to  the  receiving  officer  of  the  State.  Suppose 
e  State,  or  its  agent  shall  say  no.  Or  suppose  an 
rangement  is  made  that  the  officer  of  the  State 
tall  receive  the  money  and  pay  over  the  proper 
oportion  of  it  to  the  United  States,  and  he  fails 
do  so,  what  is  your  remedy?  He  is  not  your 
Beer,  and  where  is  your  power  to  pnnish  him? 
e  is  an  officer  of  the  State,  and  we  have 
jard  much  of  this  Government  having  no  power 
enforce  a  constitutional  obligation  upon  such, 
ask,  how  will  you  enforce  the  payment  of  your 
oney? 

Look  at  it,  then,  in  either  aspect.  You  give  the 
Jids  to  the  State  in  absolute  inheritance,  without 
staining  any  efficient  lien,  or  the  States  are  your 
gents,  and  you  are  to  enforce  the  obligation  of  the 
ontract  Is  it  wise — is  it  discreet,  to  meet  either 
(tentative?  Does  either  arrangement  come  within 
le  faithful  discharge  of  our  trust  over  this 
roperty? 

Bat  suppose,  again,  a  portion  of  the  States  to 
rhom  this  cession  is  to  be  mads  shall  refuse  to  re- 
vive the  land  on  the  conditions  proposed.  It  has 
(ready  been  announced  to  us  by  one  Senator  that 
is  own  State  is  not  likely  to  agree  to  such  an  ar- 
ingement,  and  that,  if  he  be  asked  his  opinion,  he 
lall  advise  her  net  to  agree  to  it.  What  then? 
idmit  that  Ohio  shall  refuse,  that  Indiana  shall 
sfuse,  and  some  two  or  three  other  States  in 
early  the  same  situation  with  these  shall  also  re- 
use—in  what  condition  shall  we  stand?  In  this: 
Wt  shall  have  made  the  grant  to  three  or  four 
tatesofan  immense  amount  of  land,  and  they 
in  take  all  the  benefits  of  it;  while  the  other 
tates,  with  our  lands  still  within  their  limits,  re- 
el the  proffered  boen— demand  of  us  the  continu- 
nee  of  our  obligations  in  regard  te  the  whole  ter- 
itory,  ceded  and  unceded,  and  their  portion  of  the 
roeeedsfrom  the  whole.  Three  or  four  States 
ike  a  rich  inheritance  for  themselves  and  their 
eople— have  their  pride,  I  had  almost  said  pas- 
ions,  gratified,  by  the  rejection  of  your  authority 
s  to  your  own  property  and  still  claim  a  partici- 
ution  of  all  the  benefits  of  all  the  lands  beyond 
beir  limits.  The  other  States,  in  these  respects, 
mid  an  inferior  position.  Is  this  right?  Are  we 
irepared  to  meet  its  consequences? 

The  bill  says  that  the  cession  shall  not  be  opera- 
ive  unless  the  States  receiving  the  cession  shall 
Mtss  "irrevocable  laws9'  in  conformity  with  it. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  this?  Is  it  not  the  doc- 
trine of  the  present  day,  (abhorrent,  I  admit,  .to 
my  own  judgment,  and,  in  my  opinion,  utterly 
false,)  that  a  Legislature  can  pass  no  irrevocable 
set— and  has  no  power  to  bind  its  successors? 
Suppose  such  a  doctrine  shall  prevail— the  State 


Legislatures  pass  laws,  which  they  declare  to  be  ir- 
revocable, fixing  the  rate  of  allowance  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  for  the  public  land  sold,  and  the 
very  next  Legislature  shall  repeal  the  law,  and  de- 
clare it  of  no  effect.  Where  are  you  then?  Have 
they  not  power  to  revoke,  according  to  this  doctrine? 
True,  it  is  a  bargain,  and  they  assent  to  the  terms 
of  it;  but  then  there  comes  a  change  of  circums'an- 
ces,  and  a  change  of  public  men,  and  a  change  of 
public  opinion,  and  the  Legislature  may  jay,  take 
back  your  land — we  revoke  the  bargain,  and  by 
paying  back  your  consideration  we  obtain  a  right 
to  break  oar  promise.  How  then?  1  believe  I 
have  as  much  faith  in  the  integrity  and  honor  of 
the  8tates,  and  in  their  devotion  to  constitutional 
principles,  as  any  Senator  can  have;  but  when  I 
am  called  to  mske  a  bargain,  with  which  I  foresee 
that  great  principles  and  interests  may  interfere, 
and  especially  when  I  look  at  the  ground  some  of 
these  principles  rest  upon,  I  pause  and  wait 
before  I  yield  my  assent  to  the  agreement  pro- 
posed. 

But  suppose,  again,  that  all  the  nine  Western 
States  shall  assent  to  the  offer  of  cession — what 
then?  You  have  given  them  the  entire  public  do- 
main within  their  limits;  you  have  distributed  one 
hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  acres  among  nine 
States  of  tbe  Union.  Have  you  divided  the  lands 
equally  among  them?  Are  the  benefits  to  Arkansas 
aad  to  Indiana  the  same?  Are  the  shares  of  Mis- 
souri and  Ohio  alike?  No  man  can  look  at  the  do- 
cuments and  not  perceive  that  there  is  a  high  de- 
gree of  benefit  conferred  on  some  States,  and  a 
very  moderate  one  on  others. 

Where  do  you  get  your  authority  for  making  this 
wide  discrimination  between  State  and  State? 
Show  me  where,  in  the  terms  of  Union  of  these 
twenty- six  Stales,  and  in  tbe  terms  of  the  Constitu- 
tion you  get  your  authority  to  make  any  such  dis- 
tinction. I  have  not  read  the  Constitution  aright 
if  you  have  such  power;  and  I  hope  you  have  not. 
If  you  commence  to  exercise  it,  where  is  to  be  the 
end?  Your  laws,  I  thought,  weie  to  be  equal.  The 
States  are  not  to  regard  each  other  as  interiors  or 
superiors — as  favorites  or  exiles  from  favor.  You 
have  no  right  to  make  any  such  distinction,  and  the 
moment  you  do,  the  seeds  of  discord  and  dissolu- 
tion are  sown,  and  they  will  grow.  If  part  of  tbe 
States  shall  concur  in  the  proposed  arrangement, 
you  will  te  in  a  conditio*  to  be  lamented.  If  all 
shall  concur,  you  will  have  made  a  distinction 
which  you  have  no  right  to  make.  I  do  not  speak 
now  of  the  distinction  between  these  nine  States 
collectively,  and  the  remaining  seventeen  other 
States  of  the  Union,  bat  of  a  distinction  among 
these  States  themselves,  with  whom  yon  deal,  and 
with  regard  to  whom  you  propose  to  take  a  step 
which  is  a  violation  alike  of  equal  justice  and  of  the 
Constitution. 

If  I  comprehend  the  effect  of  this  amendment, 
and  especially  of  the  grant  of  land  to  the  States— if 
the  word  cede  is  to  be  understood  in  its  technical 
meaning,  in  that  in  which  it  is  used  in  the  instru- 
ments which  gave  us  the  land,  or  in  any  meaning 
in  which  it  has  ever  been  used,  so  far  as  I  know, 
and  the  States  shall  refute,  or  neglect,  or  omit,  tbe 
paymeat  of  the  money,  then  you  create  the  rela- 
tion of  creditor  and  debtor  between  the  General 
and  the  State  Governments.  I  ask  you  whether  it 
is  wise,  whether  it  is  prudent  and  discreet  to  put 
this  Government  in  the  relation  of  creditor,  and 
any  one  or  more  of  the  States  in  that  of  debtor  to 
it?  In  sueh  a  relationship  you  will  stand  in  a 
worse  condition  than  did  the  Colonies  in  the  Revo* 
lution  anterior  to  .the  Confederation,  and  the 
States  after  the  Confederation.  A  State  owes  you 
a  large  sum  of  money;  during  the  Confederation 
such  a  State  would  have  been  commanded,  (power- 
less, I  admit,  the  command,  and  leading  to  a  state 
of  things  which  came  nigh  defeating  the  Revela- 
tion,) -but  it  would  have  been  commanded  to 
make  payment.  It  obeyed  or  not,  at  its  pleasure. 
Now  how  will  you  enforce  your  demand?  Arkan- 
sas owes  you  a  million  ef  dollars,  and  says  that 
she  cannot  make  payment;  or;  speaking  in  the  spirit 
of  her  representative  here,  that  she  will  not;  where 
is  your  power  to  compel  her?  You  would  hear 
very  different  language  then  from  what  you  bear 
now,  aad  you  would  find  that  you  had  no  consti- 


tutional power  to  coerce  the  payment  but  one,  and 
that  is  the  power  to  make  war  and  suppress  insur- 
rection. You  might  compel  payment,  but  it  most 
be  by  drawing  tbe  sword,  and  bathing  it  deeply  in  - 
tbe  blood  of  your  fellow-citizens.  For  sueh  a 
spectacle  I  have  no  desire,  and  would  avoid  the 
cause  of  it.  I  would  abstain  from  creating  a  re* 
lation  so  dangerous,  because,  should  any  8tate  re- 
fuse that  which  as  trustees  it  is  your  duty  to  de- 
mand, your  only  remedy  is  to  }ield,  or  to  spill  the 
blood  of  your  countrymen.  You  must  make 
your  calculation  either  for  results  like  these,  or  to 
listen  to  appeals  made  to  you  by  sovereign 
States,  in  terms  of  subserviency  and  humiliation, 
invoking  your  moderation,  and  begging  forbear- 
ance. Bet  ore  I  would  see  States  of  this  Union  re- 
duced to  this,  and  begging  at  your  bar  that  you 
will  put  off  the  day  of  execution,  I  would  be 
almost  ready  to  invoke  the  power  of  war  itself. 
State  degradation  like  that  would  be  incompatible 
with  the  existence  of  the  Union,  and  I  regard  the 
digaity  of  the  States  toe  highly  to  place  them,  by 
any  act  of  mine,  in  sueh  a  situation. 

Something  has  been  said  in  this  aspect  of  the 
subject  as  to  the  credit  which  is  to  be  given  to  a 
State;  and  some  of  the  arguments  (such  I  suppose 
they  were  intended  to  be)  sounded,  in  my  ear, 
much  like  sneers  at  the  credit  system,  and  all  that 
kind  of  party  elcquence.  I  care  little  for  sneers 
when  dealing  with  such  a  question.  It  is  not  one 
of  credit  to  the  States,  or  of  the  States;  but  of  the 
indebtedness  of  citizens  to  their  own  Government, 
and  of  States  to  the  Union.  This  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Preston,]  in  relation  to  the  lands  sold  previous  to 
cash  payments.  He  was  right  in  his  reference. 
The  lands  sold  and  unpaid  for,  previous  to  1819-1SI0, 
amounted  to  $21,775,327.  It  was  a  debt  due  from 
the  people  of  the  States,  or,  if  you  please,  from 
the  Sta'es  themselves.  It  was  due  in  Teanessee, 
in  Ohio,  in  Indiana,  and,  so  far  as  the  Territories 
were  inhabited,  in  the  Territories.  You  had  sold 
your  land  without  receiving  cash  at  the  sales. 
Tbe  purchasers  were  then  yonr  debtor.%  but  if  the 
State  takes  the  title,  and  is  to  pay,  is  it  not  oar 
debtor  just  the  same  as  individuals  were  in  1810, 
'17,  and  '18?  What  is  the  distinction?  Then 
your  debtors  were  a  set  of  humble,  faithful  in- 
dustrious men,  scattered  over  your  new  lands. 
They  had  bought  the  lands,  bat  could  not  pay  you; 
and  it  has  been  truly  stated  that  there  was  not  at 
that  day  a  public  man,  that  loved  his  country,  who 
did  not  look  at  the  condition  of  things  with  great 
alarm.  How  did  you  escape  from  such  a  condi- 
tion? By  relinquishing  part  of  your  debt;  by 
giving  time  for  the  remaiauer;  and  by  substituting 
for  the  future  the  wholesome  system  of  cash  pay- 
ments. Now  your  condition  is  to  be  greatly 
changed.  You  are  about  to  create  a  debt  of  im- 
mensely greater  magnitude;  and  you  take  for  your 
debtors,  not  citizens,  upon  whom  you  can  act  with 
directness  and  power,  but  States,  over  whom  yoa 
have  no  control  but  that  of  force.  You  could  not 
compel  payment  from  citizens  of  the  States,  aad 
yet  yoa  are  to  deal  with  the  Stales  of  which  they 
are  citizens.  Yoa  were  afraid  to  bring  the  power 
of  the  Government  to  enforce  the  public  right,  for 
yoa  were  told  that  all  your  power  could  not  reach 
the  case?  aad  now  you  propose  to  make  States 
your  debtors.  Aad  can  yoa  better  control  them? 
Yoa  are  not  to  act  on  scattered  individuals,  bat  on 
corporate  masses  of  men — on  8tates,  proud  aad 
haughty,  and,  if  necessity  require  it,  ready  to  re- 
sist your  demand.  Be  warned  in  time.  Avoid  that 
condition  of  things.  Create  not  that  necessity. 
Let  us  see  if  we  cannot  continue  to  manage  this 
public  domain,  aad  shun  such  threatening  dangers* 
I  think  we  can,  aad  so  believing,  I  would  not  ren- 
der such  results  possible. 

[Sir.  Southard  here  gave  way  to  a  motion  to 
adjourn.] 

Satvsdat,  January  16,  1841. 
Mr.  SOUTHARD  resumed.  After  recapitu- 
lating the  grounds  of  argument  he  had  gone  over, 
he  proceeded:  I  have  now  a  few  farther  sug- 
gestions to  address  to  the  States  themselves.  Hie 
language  of  the  bill  is,  "that  the  said  States  shall 
be  exclusively  liable  for  all  ohtsget  that  may  here* 
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after  wise  from  the  surveys,  sale*,  and  manage- 
ment of  the  public  lands,  and  extinguishment  of  the 
Indian  title,  within  (be  limits  of  the  said  States  re- 
spectively." How  liable?  How  to  be  adjusted) 
What  righto  does  it  give  lo  the  State*?  What  to 
the  General  Government?  Upon  differences  of 
opinion,  how  are  they  to  be  adjudged?  How 
claims  enforced?  A  more  fruitful  source  of  con* 
Aiet,  not  even  the  ingenuity  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun]  could  have  devised. 
But  this  is  net  all.  Are  we  to  understand  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  this  amendment,  the 
States  who  receive  these  lands  are  to  extinguish 
the  Indian  title.  Are  they  to  take  upon  themselves 
the  nigh  relation  in  which  the  General  Govern- 
ment  stands  towards  the  Indian  tribes?  If  that  is 
the  meaning,  I  protest  against  the  doctrine.  This 
Government  has  no  power  lo  surrender  this  rela- 
tion to  any  State  or  number  cf  States.  What 
right  has  Arkansas  or  Missouri  to  make  a  treaty 
with  one  of  the  Indian  tribes?  What  right,  if  the 
treaty  be  violated,  to  punish  or  expel  them  from 
their  territory?  None  whatever.  It  would  be  a 
direct  infraction  of  the  Constitution.  How  can 
this  Government  surrender  its  power  to  deal  with 
the  Indian  tribes?  Has  the  Union  in  any  form  as- 
sented to  the  surrender  of  this  high  constitutional 
powei?  Can  the  Union  assent  to  it?  And  jf  a 
Stale  has  no  right  even  to  make  a  treaty  with  In- 
dians, can  this  Government  surrender  the  higher 
and  holier  power  of  determining  where  and  how 
the  Indians  are  to  be  disposed  of  by  force?  Can 
they  say  to  any  State,  we  give  you  the  land— you 
pay  for  the  Indian  title,  and  have  therefore  a  right 
to  demand  that  it  be  extinguished  when  and  how, 
and  on  what  terms  you  please?  Yet  such  must  be 
the  result.  If  the  purport  of  this  amendment  is, 
that  the  States  are  to  be  regarded  as  having  the 
power  to  remove  the  Indians  by  force,  or  to  enter 
into  treaties  with  them,  it  is  utterly  against  the 
Constitution.  How  can  the  Government  say  to 
Ohio,  for  example,  here  is  the  miserable  remnant 
of  the  Leni  Lenape,  the  remains  of  the  once  war- 
like and  formidable  Delawares,  *  who  held  control 
over  the  Northern  Confederacy  of  Indian  nations. 
They  are  now  within  your  limit?,  but  reduced  to 
a  few  hundreds.  Yon  may  make  a  treaty  with 
ibem  according  to  your  own  interests,  or  we  will 
make  it  for  you;  and  if  they  refuse  to  leave  their 
ancient  seals,  you  may  remove  them  by  any  means 
which  you  choose — by  force— by  blood— by  exter- 
mination If  there  be  a  provision  in  the  Constitu- 
tion which  justifies  this,  I,  at  least,  have  been  un- 
able to  find  it.  These  remarks  have  to  do  with 
the  question  of  power. 

Next  comes  the  consideration  of  humanity  and 
policy.  These  States  have,  or  fancy  they 
have,  a  deep  pecuniary  interest  in  speedily  ex- 
pelling the  aboriginal  possessors  of  the  soil.  Is  it 
right,  just,  humane  to  let  them  decide  on  their  ex- 
pulsion, and  the  times,  circumstances,  and  consi- 
derations which  shall  govern  the  decision,  and 
without  consultation  or  appeal?  Are  they  the 
only  States  and  the  only  people  who  rise  above 
the  weaknesses  and  errors  of  our  natures,  and  can 
calmly  see  the  truth  and  the  whole  truth  through 
all  the  interest*  and  passions  which  mislead  others? 
And  when  the  Union,  and  the  people  of  the  Union, 
have  a  recorded  obligation,  and  in  a  record  too 
which  will  not  be  erased  or  expunged,  that  they 
will  regard  these  matters  as  a  trust  on  their  con- 
sciences and  oaths,  will  they  yield  their  duty  to 
faith  in  others,  and  without  the  possibility  of  se- 
miring the  performance  ol  the  trust?  Should  error 
be  committed  and  wrong  done,  when  and  how  can 
we  make  compensation— when  and  how  relieve 
ourselves? 

But  I  turn  from  this  painful  view  to  one  of  vastly 
Inferior  magnitude— yet  one  which  has  weight  of 
its  own  in  the  scales  of  justice— the  question  of 
money.  And  in  regard  to  this,  I  ask,  are  the 
Statesin  whose  favor  the  proposed  cession  is  to 
be  made,  to  bear  the  burden  of  the  expense  of  our 
intercourse  with  the  Indians  and  of  removing  them? 
If  they  are,  then  I  entreat  the  Senate  and  I  entreat 
gentlemen  from  those  States  to  look  at  the  conse- 
quences. Are  they  to  sustain  the  expense  of  the 
Indian  wars  which  may  arise  from  their  treat- 
ment of  the  Indian  tribes  left  within  their  territory? 


8hould  the  Indians  consider  themselve  aggrieved, 
as  they  are  very  likely  to  do,  wars  may  grow  out 
of  their  discontent,  and  the  feeble  remnants 
within  these  States  may  be  connected  with  very 
powerful  allies  beyond  their  borders,  and  when 
oppression  is  perpetrated  on  the  one,  the  other 
may  be,  prompt  to  avenge  it,  and  our  history  tells 
us  there  are  civilized  and  Christian  nations  ready 
to  give  them  encouragement  Are  these  States  to 
bear  the  cost  of  the  Indian  wars  which  their  own 
conduct  may  create;  or  are  we  not  only  to  sur- 
render the  land  and  give  up  our  power  to  deal  with 
the  tribes,  but  in  addition  to  carry  on  all  the  wars 
which  may  grow  out  of  the  management  and  set- 
tlement of  these  land*?  Does  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun]  mean  that  such 
shall  be  the  result  of  his  amendment  or  does 
he  not?  Such  it  must  be,  whether  he  designs  it 
or  not. 

Is  it  a  part  of  his  plan  that,  while  we  cede  all 
the  land,  we  shall  retain  all  the  burden?  How 
can  we  avoid  it?  Will  any  "irrevocable"  act  of  a 
State  Legislature  relieve  Congress  from  this  liabil- 
ity when  wars  shall  have  arisen?  Let  the  Indian 
warwhoop  sound,  and  one  drop  of  American  blood 
be  shed  by  an  Indian  warrior,  and  what  must  be 
the  result?  This  Capitol  will  quickly  hear  it,  and 
no  sooner  will  it  be  heard  than  the  power  of  this 
nation  will  be  called  up  to  avenge  the  deed.  Can 
we  refuse?  No,  sir,  no.  It  would  be  impossible, 
and  yet,  with  such  a  liability  upon  us,  we  are 
asked  to  surrender  to  the  States  on  the  frontier  this 
entire  matter,  to  manage  according  to  their  own 
notions  of  justice  or  feelings  of  antipathy.  As  I 
understand  the  plan,  the  old  States  are  not  only  to 
surrender  their  respective  portions  in  the  public 
domain,  but  they  are  still  to  bear  the  burden  and 
cost  of  every  frontier  Indian  war.  I  ask,  again, 
can  we  avoid  it?  Can  we,  under  the  obligation  of 
our  constitutional  duties,  and  in  possession  of  those 
sympathies  which  live  and  glow  in  the  bosom  of 
every  American  citizen  towards  every  other  Ame- 
rican citizen  as  such — can  we,  in  the  very  nature 
of  things,  avoid  it?  New  Jersey  has  not  a  single 
Indian  left  within  her  borders;  or,  if  there  be  here 
and  .there  a  miserable  survivor  of  his  race,  be  is  a 
being  so  degraded  as  to  have  neither  hope  nor 
power,  nor  any  capacity  to  influence  the  conduct 
of  her  people  for  either  good  or  ill;  but  let  the 
question  arise  whether  Mississippi  or  Arkansas 
shall  be  protected  from  the  incursions  of  a  savage 
foe,  and  New  Jersey  will  quickly  give  her  ail,  in 
men  or  money — the  soldier's  touch  of  the  elbow,  or 
the  sinews  which  give  strength  to  resistance  or  se- 
curity of  protection.  She  could  not  if  she  would, 
and  she  would  not  if  she  could,  escape  her  obliga- 
tions in  this  regard.  She  and  all  the  States  must 
take  and  bear  the  full  proportion  of  burdens  in 
such  a  case.  However  you  may  frame  your  law*, 
and  bow  solemnly  soever  you  may  declare  that  the 
expense  of  Indian  wars  and  the  burden  of  their  own 
defence  shall  rest  upon  thofe  States  which  have  re- 
ceived the  gran*,  you  never  can  carry  such  laws 
into  effect.  The  heart,  the  head,  the  band  of  every 
American  citizen  rise  up  together  and  proclaim  it 
impossible.  I  ask,  then,  is  it  wise  or  just  to  make 
surrender?  And  for  what  advantage  to  these 
State?,  so  far  as  money,  or  any  rational  interest,  is 
concerned?  They  are  to  make  the  expenditures 
lor  sales,  Ac.  and  to  exhibit  their  accounts,  and  we 
to  receive  them.  But  if -done  wisely,  discreetly, 
and  according  to  the  terms  of  this  compact,  how 
must  that  account  be  stated?  They  are  to  take  out, 
1.  The  whole  expenses,  according  to  their  notion 
of  the  expenses;  and  I  know  no  mode  in  which  we 
can  correct  them.  3.  Out  of  the  nett  proceeds  they 
are  to  pay  over  65  per  cent — when  and  how  they 
will— for  your  laws  will  give  and  can  give  you  no 
remedy.  3.  They  are  to  retain  the  balance,  35  per 
cent.Jin  full  of  their  rights.  Let  the  account  be 
justly  stated,  and  the  matter  fairly  administered 
and  they  will  find  their  reward  to  be  the  gratifica- 
tion of  the  avarice  of  the  possession  of  money  and 
land,  without  any  redeeming  result  in  honor,  power, 
or  even  profit.  They  now  get  5  per  cent.  This 
is  lost.  The  distribution  bill  would  give  194  per 
cent.  The  balance  is  to  meet  their  responsibilities 
and  expenses.  Will  itjdo  it?  It  may,  but  I  submit 
it  to  the  Senators  of  the  new  States  to  reflect  on  the 


results  of  this  game  which  is  offered  them;  and,  if 
they  cannot  rise  above  the  mere  question  of  Use 
possession  of  money  and  land,  to  decide  whether 
they  may  not  find  themselves  losers  by  the  contact, 
while  the  Union  also  will  be  the  loser.  With  sue, 
however,  this  is,  in  comparison,  but  a  sntatt 
question.  The  question  I  propound  and  mast  de- 
cide is,  what  is  our  constitutional  duty,  and  what 
are  the  rights  of  all  the  States? 

But  this  amendment,  give  it  all  the  force  yon 
will,  meets  not  half  of  all  the  difficulties  which 
now  press  upon  us,  and  under  which  we  are  no 
restless  and  agitated  on  this  subject  o£  the  jmbtse 
lands.  What  does  it  embrace?  The  lands  within 
the  limits  of  nine  States  of  the  Union,  eoataiafag 
one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  acrer .  How 
many  acres,  in  all,  does  this  nation,  according-  to 
the  statements  and  estimate  of  the  report  of  the 
Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Noavaixjaow  pes- 
sess?  More  than  a  thousand  millions.  To  get  rid 
of  this  question,  you  are  dealing  with  one  hundred 
and  sixty  millions  of  acres,  forgetting  that  by  their 
side  lie  over  eight  hundred  millions  more-  t>o 
gentlemen  suppose  they  are  dealing  with  a  trifle,  or 
with  only  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  miliioas? 
They  forget  the  obstacles  which  beset  them.  What 
is  to  be  the  progress  of  this  thing?  We  must  keep 
up  the  existing  land  system;  we  must  continue  to 
bear  all  its  expenses.  We  have  given  notice,  whe- 
ther constitutionally  or  not  I  shall  not  now  dnooss, 
to  every  American  citizen,  and  even  to  every  alien, 
thst  he  has  the  right  to  go  in  on  all  these  eight 
hundred  millions  of  acres  of  land  when  he  pleases 
and  as  he  pleases,  provided  the  Indians  be  not  n 
possession.  We  have  been  told  here  that  we  <>*&- 
not  restrain  him,  and  that  to  attempt  it  is  vain. 
Well,  admit  it  to  be  so,  what  then?  Sixty  tbo*- 
sand  of  these  people  get  possession  of  a  portion  of 
this  territory,  and  wh*t  is  their  next  demand?  By 
some  rash  conduct  they  get  into  conflict  with  the  In- 
dians, and  then  the  whole  military  power  of  the 
nation  must  be  drawn  out  to  protect  them  in  their 
trespass.  Bat  is  that  all?  It  is  net.  There  is 
another  principle,  which  has  been  boldly  main- 
tained here,  that,  whenever  a  Territory  can  num- 
ber sixty  thousand  inhabitants,  it  not  only  may  be 
admitted  into  the  Union,  but  has  a  right  to  demand 
admission  and  equality  with  all  the  other  States, 
and  then,  the  moment  it  is  admitted,  ail  the  iaad 
within  its  limits  becomes  theirs. 

[Mr.  Link  here  interposed  to  explain.  Bm  had 
never  heard  it  advocated— it  certainly  never  had 
been  by  him — that  the  American  people  had  a  right 
tojgo  upon  Indian  land  the  title  to  which  had  novbeen 
extinguished;  on  the  contrary,  land  tu~  that 
description  had  always  been  excluded  in  every 
pre-emption  law,  nor  bad  any  aaeadoieht 
ever  been  proposed,  so  far  as  he  knew  to  the 
contrary  ] 

Mr.  Southard.    I  must  hare  presented  my  idea 
not  se  clearlv  as  I  intended,  if  ihe  Senator's  expla- 
nation has  been  rendered  necessary.    What  lt%j 
is  this:  on  the  border  of  all  these  new  States  lie  vast 
bodies  of  vacant  land  which  we  claim.    The  peo- 
ple, or  foreigners,  under  the  doctrine  which  lam 
been  here  laid  down,  may  cross  over  the  tine  aid 
settle  upon  it,  for  they  may  not  know  where  uWls> 
dian  title  has  been  extinguished  and  where  ft  hat 
not.    Having  multiplied  in  numbers,  even  if  ttft 
be  all  foreigners,  they  may  come  here  and  requfct 
admittance,  and  when  admitted  may,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  this  amendment,  demand  all  the 
land  upon  the  same  termr.    I  do  not  any  jt  h 
distinctly  claimed  that  onr  citizens  and  fere%nen 
can   lawfully  go  on  land  to  which  the  Iatftof  title 
has  not  been  extinguished,  but  they  do  in  fact  often 
go  on  such  land,  and  there  can  be  no  argument 
against  admitting  them  there  as  soon  as  the  In- 
dian  title   shall    have    been   relieved,   for    the 
language  of  the  amendment  is  "whenever  the  I* 
dian  title  ha?   been  or  shall  be   extinguished." 
Here  I  say  we  maintain  a  principle  which  wffl 
authorize  our  citizens  or  aliens  to  go  without  4p 
limits  of  a  State  into  the  lands  of  Iowa  or  Whnt)m> 
san.    We  assert  and  maintain  their  r%ht  to  oofe 
and  in  doing  so  we  bring  on/serves  into  eollinwS 
with  the  Indian  tribes.    And  when  a  large  JWn# 
of  these  settlers  shall  send  up  their  cry  to  our  o$£n 
crYou  as  our  Government  arc  bound  to  protect  Ik 
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be  meroiless  savage  is  upon  as:  come  speedily  to 
wir  help !"  how  can  we  refuse  them?  I  would  not 
ivcid  if!  I  would  not  seek  to  avoid  it.  I  admit, 
A  its  fattest  latitude,  the  obligation  of  the  Govern- 
nent  to  extend  protection  over  all  its  citizens.  I 
*owkl  have  the  name  of  an  American  citizen  an 
unpenetrable  shield  over  every  man  who  bears  it, 
u  in  old  Rome,  at  the  cry  «*I  am  a  Roman  eiti- 
kb,"  the  uplifted  arm  of  tyranny  and  oppression 
ro  paralyzed  and  fell  powerless  at  the  sound.  I 
reuld  have  it  so  here.  At  the  cry  "I  am  an 
liaerican  citizen,"  I  would  beever  ready  to  pnt 
'or*  all  the  energy  of  this  Government  for  bis 
ireteetion  and  defence.  But,  while  I  admit  this, 
[  insist  that,  when  we  are  laying  oar  plans  for  the 
attire,  and  can  plainly  see  that  a  certain  arrange- 
ment will  tempt  the  States  into  a  situation  which 
s  likely  to  bring  us  aH  mto  trouble,  it  is  an  argu- 
oaent  why  we  should  refrain  from  making  the  ar- 
rangement. Settlers  have  no  right,  in  bodies  of 
Ifiy  or  sixty  thousand,  to  go  upon  the  public  lands 
md  bring  upon  the  whole  nation  all  the  calamities 
tad expense  of  an  Indian  war.  Look  at  the  con- 
wrUences  of  this  amendment.  The  nine  new 
3aues  take  all  the  land  within  their  limits,  Pre- 
■oily  the  Territory  of  Wiskonsan  comes  and 
nocks  at  your  door.  We  shall  hear  and  admit 
ler  into  the  Confederacy.  According  to  some 
gentleman,  we  must  do  so,  because  we  have  no 
>ewer— no  constitutional  power — to  refuse.  Well, 
rVfekonsan  is  admitted,  her  territory  contains  mil- 
ions  of  acres,  and  she  then  turns  around  and  de« 
nands  that  you  shall  cede  all  those  lands  to  her, 
is  you  have  ceded  to  Arkansas  and  Missouri. 
3an  you  deny  her?  Yon  cannot  The  moment 
be  cornea  into  the  Union,  if  this  bill  passes,  all  the 
end  within  her  limits  is  hers;  and  must  be  hers, 
tad  will  be  hers,  if  you  now  consent  to  the  cession 
paieh  is  proposed.  What  next?  Presently  Iowa 
somes  and  knocks,  and  she  demands  the  same  pri- 
vilege as  Wiskonsan.  She  tells  you  that  her  peo- 
>le  have  gone  there  on  the  public  land;  that  they 
lave  increased  and  multiplied  until  they  have  at- 
Billed  the  constitutional  numbers;  and  now  they 
kftve  a  right  to  be  a  State  and  to  enjoy  equal  pre- 
ogatives  with  all  the  other  Stales.  "True,"  say 
hey,  "there  are  Indian  titles  in  the  way,  and  there 
nay  be  Indian  wars,  but  give  us  all  the  land,  and 
tsett  put  your  hand  into  the  Treasury  of  all  the  old 
Mates,  and  foot  up  and  pay  the  bill  of  all  the 
xpense." 

Your  eight  hundred  millions  of  acres  are  daily 
eing  swallowed  up  by  the  progress  of  population. 
Punitory  after  Territory  will  apply,  and  the  mo- 
nent  you  admit  them  you  have  surrendered  every 
oot  of  the  public  land  which  they  contain.  You 
ift  virtually  surrendering  it  now;  for  how  can  I 
tend  here,  after  having  given  the  land  to  Arkan- 
sas and  refuse  it  to  Wiskonsan  and  to  Iowa,  and  to 
very  Territory  which  may  be  formed  to  the  Rocky 
etountains  and  the  mou'h  of  the  Columbia  river? 
tans  you  are  to  have  the  burden  of  the  settlement 
f  all  these  Territories,  of  the  extinction  of  all  the 
ndian  titles,  and  the  expense  of  all  the  In- 
iati  wars;  and  then  to  surrender  to  them  every 
ere  of  that  inheritance  which  the  old  Slates 
erchased  with  blood,  when  the  claimants  were 
inknown,  when  they  were  yet  in  the  loins  of  their 
athers. 

There  are  various  other  objections  which  lie  as 
rell  against  the  general  character  of  this  amend- 
aettt  as  against  its  details,  and  which,  to  me,  sp- 
ear to  he  insuperable.  I  had  intended  to  suggest 
,  number  of  them,  but  I  fear  it  will  be  unwise 
9  attempt  this,  farther  than  to  call  attention  to 
>ne  or  two.  On  the  question  of  price  I  have  al- 
eady  commented,  in  showing  how  the  States  will 
►e  situated  as  to  the  profit  they  are  to  derive  from 
he  proposed  arrangement.  There  is  another  fea- 
ure  in  the  plan  to  which  I  have  already  alluded 
tader  other  aspects  of  the  general  subject.  This 
£fapact,  it  is  provided,  is  to  be  irrevocable.  The 
Itatee  are  to  declare  it  perpetual,  inviolable,  now 
tad  forever,  and  the  General  Government  is  to  be 
squally  bound.  Now,  are  we  grown  so  wise,  in 
>ur  day  and  generation,  as  ft  be  prepared  to  bind 
Doth  the  General  and  State  Governments,  in  a 
nan&er  irrevocable,  for  all  future  time,  no  matter 
eattt  unknown  events  may  arise  aereaftet?  Gen- 
tlemen, to  be  sure,  may  flatter  themselves  that  their 


intelligence  can  stretch  its  piercing  ken  through  all 
time^o  come,  and  anticipate  and  provide  for  every 
possible  posture  of  affairs.  Our  fathers,  however, 
had  not  equal  intelligence.  Go  back  but  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  and  where  do  you  find  a  single  man 
who  ever  looked  at  the  condition  of  thing*  that 
now  exiss?  Yet  they,  I  am  inclined  to  suppose, 
were  as  wise  as  we.  I  ask  those  who  are  so  very 
ready  to  enter  into  rautnal obligations,  which  are  to 
be  irrevocable  through  aU  future  time,  whether  in 
peace  or  in  war,  whether  in  prosperity  or  the 
deepest  distress,  if  they  believe  that  they  are  so 
wise  as  to  be  able  to  foresee  all  that  will  happen, 
and  how  such  an  arrangement  will  certainly  bear 
upon  events  lot  yet  present?  If  they  tell  me  they 
are,  then  I  bow  to  them  as  prophets  indued  from 
above  with  knowledge  and  foresight  such  as  does  not 
fall  to  the  ordinary  lot  of  humanity.  For  my 
humble  self,  who  claim  no  such  high  prerogative,  I 
must  object  to  that  feature  of  perpetuity.  We  are 
binding  ourselves,  blindfolded,  without  knowing 
what  circumstances  will  arise  or  what  will  be  the 
future  conduct  of  these  8tates  in  relation  to  the 
contract  their  representatives  are  now  so  ready  to 
make.  Nor  can  we  anticipate  what  may  be  our 
own  necessities.  I  obioct  to  entering  into  an  irre- 
vocable bond  of  this  description.  Let  us  pass  sac- 
laws  in  relation  to  this  public  land  that  we  may 
reach  ft  when  justice,  policy,  necessity  may  de- 
mand. Let  us  placs  the  subject  so  that  we,  or 
those  who  follow  us,  can  lay  our  hands  upon  it — 
so  that  we  and  they  may  look  round,  may  see 
what  our  condition  is — may  measure  all  our  du- 
ties and  obligations,  and  then  decide  according  to 
the  existing  state  of  things  at  the  moment  of  our  or 
their  action. 

I  object,  again,  to  the  want  of  power  in  this  Go- 
vernment to  enforce  the  provisions  of  its  own  bar- 
gain, if  this  is  to  be  the  bargain.  Look  at  the  fifth 
clause  of  this  amendment,  and  see  how  you  are  to 
enforce  it.  On  the  principles  of  this  Union  and 
under  the  powers  granted  you  by  the  Constitution, 
you  cannot  do  it. 

And  here  I  may  notice  another  item,  though  it 
is  a  small  one,  in  the  details  of  the  scheme.  I  refer 
to  the  cession  here  proposed  to  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see. I  do  not  know  enough  of  the  circa  no  stances 
of  the  case  to  judge  for  what  reason  this  direct 
rant  is  to  be  made  to  that  one  State.  She  is 
ot  here  placed  upon  the  same  ground  with 
tber  Slates,  but  stands  as  an  exception  among  them 
There  may  be  good  reasons  for  thi?;  but  I  am,  for 
the  present,  incompetent  to  conceive  on  what  just 
ground  a  provision  like  this  can  rest. 

But  my  chief  objection  to  this  amendment  lies 
at  the  foundation  of  it.  It  has  regard  to  the  basis  on 
which  the  whole  rests.  I  oppose  it  as  a  cession 
of  the  property  of  ibis  nation.  What  is  that  pro- 
perty? It  is  an  inheritance  in  land,  wider  in  its 
extent  than  the  widest  limits  of  the  Roman  Empire; 
an  inheritance  almost  equal  to  those  far- spreading 
lands  which  British  rapacity  and  power  have  been 
able  to  obtain  for  her  in  this  the  height  of  her  glory  and 
dominion.  Need  I  say  that  such  an  inheritance  is 
valuable?  How  came  you  possessed  of  it?  Where 
did  you  get  it  from,  that  you  have  the  right  to  give 
it  away?  How  did  you  get  it,  that  you  may  deal 
with  it  as  a  bounty  to  one  class  of  States,  and  ex- 
elude  another  part  from  its  possession?  When 
those  who  represented  the  American  Colonies  pro- 
claimed them  to  be  independent  of  the  British 
Crown,  they  looked,  one  and  all,  to  the  Crown 
lands  as  being  sufficient  eventually  to  relieve  them 
under  the  burden  of  the  struggle.  These  lands 
were  to  pay  the  Revolutionary  debt,  so  that  the 
Colonies  might  come  out  of  the  great  contest  free 
from  poverty  and  suffering.  There  was  not  one  of 
the  Colonies  but  looked  to  this  source  for  relief. 
Hear  what  Maryland  has  said.  Listen  to  what 
New  Jersey  said  when  the  articles  of  Confedera- 
tion were  presented  to  her.  She  was  not  wanting 
in  spirit  or  in  leve  of  liberty.  She  well  know  that 
she  was  to  be  the  Flanders,  the  battle-ground  of 
the  Revolution;  that  her  property  must  be  wrecked 
in  the  storm;  and  though  the  might  come  out 
victorious,  and  even  rich  in  glory,  she  must  be 
hopelessly  poor  in  other  respects.  She  therefore 
made  her  appeal  to  her  sister  colonies,  demanding 
that,  while  others  became  possessed  of  immense 
wealth  in  these  lands,  and  while  her  blood  mingled 


with  theirs,  and  was  poured  out  in  streams  on 
many  a  battle-field  fought  in  the  common  cause, 
she  should  not  be  left  alone  in  poverty  and  distress, 
while  they  were  proud  and  powerful.  Her  ap- 
peal was  listened  to,  and  one  of  the  grounds  of 
the  cession  of  these  lands  to  the  United  States 
was  that  very  appeal.  As  one  of  her  representa- 
tives on  this  floor,  I  have  not  forgotten  enough 
of  all  I  have  heard  from  my  elders  of  the  suffer- 
ings she  endured  in  those  days,  to  be  willing  here 
to  surrender  what,  in  the  crisis  of  her  trial,  she 
demanded  as  her  due,  and  what  was  freely  yielded 
to  the  justice  of  her  demand.  The  whole  of  these 
lands  were  relieved  by  the  Revolution  from  the 
claims  of  the  British  Crown,  and  they  became  the 
common  property  of  this  nation  by  what  has 
here  been  called  the  "generous"-  surrender  of  Vir- 
ginia and  other  States.  I  would  rather  call  it  their 
just  surrender  to  the  equal  rights  of  an  equal 
suffering  and  an  equal  triumph.  I  think  I  do 
more  honor  to  Virginia  and  those  other  States  in 
saying  that  they  believed  it  to  be  just,  than  in 
putting  the  act  on  any  other  ground — of  magnani- 
mity, liberality,  or  self-denial.  A  generous  act  it 
was,  but  its  ju>tice  was  its  highest  encomium. 
The  land  came  into  our  possession  as  a  common 
fund,  for  the  common  use  and  benefit;  and  I  stop 
not  to  inquire  whether  the  transaction  was  Jinan* 
etal  or  otherwise.  Discuss  that  point  as  you 
may,  it  will  come  to  this  at  last,  that  whether  the 
cession  was  made  on  grounds  of  finance  alone,  or 
with  a  view  to  what  the  history  of  our  war  re- 
quired and  justice  demanded,  and  to  sustain  our 
Republican  Government,  our  civil  liberties,  and 
thereby  to  preserve  the  hope  of  human  liberty,  it 
will  be  found  of  little  consequence.  I  care  not. 
In  every  aspect,  these  lands  became  the  common 
property  of  the  Union  for  the  common  use  and 
benefit  of  all  the  States.  It  has  always  been  so 
managed,  and  so  regarded.  During  the  early 
history  of  the  Government,  it  was  never  looked  at 
in  any  other  1  ght.  Search  our  history  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  and  you  will  find  that  all  this 
doctrine  about  surrendering  it  to  a  few  of  the 
States  is  a  notion  of  very  modern  growth.  It  is  not 
a  quarter  of  a  century  old,  and  I  think  we  are  be- 
coming wise  a  little  too  fast,  and  that  we  are  taught 
these  lessons  of  wisdom  by  States  then  unknown 
and  unborn.  The  men  who  compose  them  were 
infants  in  their  mothers'  arras,  er  brothers  and  sons 
of  these  whom  they  would  now  deprive  of  their  in- 
heritance. The  oldest  of  them  had  not  learned  to 
read  from  this  Virginia  grant  was  made,  who  now 
stand  here  to  teach  us  that  the  public  domain  is  no 
longer  to  be  regarged  as  common  propetty,  held 
for  the  common  use.  I  prefer  to  take  lessen?,  on 
sach  a  subject,  from  those  who  were  themselves  in 
the  struggle  which  purchased  them,  and  farmed 
tie  compact;  of  those  who  knew  their  rights,  and 
were  willing  to  deal  equally  and  justly.  Tney 
knew  ihe  grounds  on  which  ihey  proceeded;  they 
prepared  and  exhibited  to  the  world  the  principles 
they  held,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  they 
were  at  least  a*  patriotic  in  their  views  and  opi- 
nions as  those  who  stand  in  a  position  where  local 
interests  and  State  pride  have  their  full  operation 
on  the  conclusions  of  the  mind. 

But  the  idea  that  we  are,  either  by  this  cession 
or  by  pre-emption  laws,  to  take  away  the  inheri- 
tance of  the  old  States,  has  coupled  with  it  another 
objectionable  feature.  The  land  belongs  to  all  the 
States  in  fee  simple.  But  suppose  it  did  not,  and 
that  it  had  been  purchased  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  settle  on  it  without  pretence  of  law,  I  ask, 
how  has  it  been  paid  for?  You  will  find,  when 
you  look  into  the  actual  state  of  facts  on  that  sub 
ject,  (I  do  not  refer  to  the  Indian  way  of  estima- 
ting the  value  of  the  land,)— you  will  find  thai- 
reckoning  the  money  paid  for  Louisiana  an*Y 
Florida,  together  with  the  expenditures  under  the 
existing  land  system,  150  millions  of  dollars  have 
been  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  while  but  108  mil* 
lions  have  as  yet  returned  into  it.  The  lands  are 
debtor  to  the  united  States— to  the  old  States— to 
the  amount  of  forty  millions  of  dollars.  And  yet 
we  must  now  surrender  the  whole;  we  must  forget 
the  blood  which  has  been  shed,  and  all  the  suffer- 
ings which  were  endured,  to  earn  this  land,  aad 
give  it  away  to  all  who  choose  to  come  and  claiav 
it.    Is  this  just?    Is  it  right?    Take  as  an  example 
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the  caw  cf  the  Slate  of  Arkansas  and  I  lake  that 
8tate  only  because  she  famishes  a  striking  ill ast ra- 
tion of  the  aatare  of  this  measure.  Louisiana  cost 
us,  in  the  first  instance,  and  in  the  subsequent  ex- 
penses of  interest  and  otherwise,  some  twenty-three 
or  twenty-four  millions.  Indeed,  if  the  account 
were  accurately  staled,  with  the  interest,  its 
coat  would  amount  to  little  if  any  short  of 
thirty  million*.  This  money  was  paid  for  the 
territory,  without  regard  to  the  public  lands  already 
bought;  and  bought,  too,  at  the  most  precious  price 
ever  paid  in  human  history.  Now,  what  is  the 
state  of  this  purchase?  It  is  said  by  some  that  the 
lands  in  Arkansas— a  part  of  this  territory— are  in 
value  one-founh  pert  of  the  whole;  but  I  suppose 
that  estimate  is  quite  too  low. 

[Mr.  Sanaa.  Yes;  it  should  have  been  one- 
half.] 

It  may  be  so.  I  care  not.  Pat  it  even  at  one* 
fourth.  The  people  of  Massachusetts,  New  York, 
Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  Jersey,  paid 
their  full  proportion  for  the  whole.  Bay,  for 
Arkaaaas  some  seven  to  ten  millions  of  dollars. 
What  then?  They  have  received  back,  from  sales 
of  lands  in  Arkansas,  only  $3,1 10,000.  And  now, 
what  do  these,  our  good  friends,  so  very  modesty 
tell  us?  It  is  true  you  have  not  yet  got  back  more 
than  three  millions  of  your  ten,  but  you  must  give 
up  the  balance  to  us.  I  thisk  they  might,  with- 
out pretence  to  much  moderation,  at  least  wait 
till  all  we  have  paid  out  is  returned  to  our  pockets 
before  they  ask  us  to  give  up  to  them  the  whole 


This  is  a  striking  fact  as  to  one  State,  but  it  ap- 
plies, in  all  its  force,  to  many  other  portions  of  the 
Western  Stales,  as  well  as  to  the  lands  of  Louis- 
iana. I  have  paid  ten  millions  for  a  plantation; 
you  go  into  possession  of  it;  I  get  three  millions  of 
my  money  back,  and  you  then  say,  give  up  the 
whole  to  me.  I  ask  again,  is  this  just?  But  you 
answer.  My  pride,  my  delicate  sense  of  honor, 
forbids  me  to  submit  lo  you;  1  can't  think  tf  it.  I 
ask,  I  demand,  the  surrender  of  the  entire  estate; 
and  if  you  do  not  give  up  to  me  now,  in  a  very  few 
years  1  shall  be  strong  enough  and  I  will  take  it  from 
you.  Is  it  possible  (hat  we  can  consent  to  princi- 
ples like  these  as  the  principles  of  a  common  union 
among  independent  Stales?  I  think  not.  I 
hope  not 

1  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
case  of  Iowa,  Wiskonsan,  and  Florida.  What  is 
Florida— for  which  we  paid  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars? Florida,  as  we  all  remember,  knocked  at 
your  door  but  a  year  ago,  pretty  unfortunately, 
for  admission  into  the  Union.  How  much  have 
you  received  from  Florida?  Will  any  gentleman 
tell  me?  Yet  you  are  here,  by  the  principles  of 
the  bill  and  amendment,  to  give  her  all  the  land 
within  her  limits.  If  you  are  to  give  to  one  State 
or  Territory,  you  most  give  to  all.  There  must 
not  be  a  handabreadih  of  difference  in  the  benefits 
you  confer  on  the  different  Territories  and  States 
of  the  Confederacy.  The  large  States,  perhaps, 
may.  not  feel  satisfied  lo  be  treated  on  a  level  with 
the  small  ones;  but  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  thought 
absurd  in  maintaining  that,  as  to  all  favors,  the 
Slates  and  Territories  are  to  be  placed  on  the  same 
level.  1  can  know  no  difference  between  them.  I 
will  never  consent  to  treat  some  as  higher,  and 
others  as  lower.  Whatever  you  grant  to  one  you 
must  grant  to  the  others.  On  the  principles  in  this 
amendment,  the  old  Slates— worthless  old  bodies,  I 

Kut,  but  they  wore  through  the  straggle  of  the 
volution — are  to  lose  their  rights  in  the  common 
domain,  that  they  may  be  given  away  to  the  young 
States  since  born.  Experience  often  teaches  us 
that  the  young  frequently  take  pride,  and  are  a 
little  too  apt  to  tread  upon  the  heels  of  those  who 
go  before  them. 

It  is  perfectly  apparent,  as  it  seems  to  me,  that 
this  cession  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun]  leads  to  tbe  results  I  have 
indicated,  as  absolutely  inevitable,  especially  when 
connected  with  your  pre-emption  principles.  You 
authorize  citizens,  virtuous,  useful,  and  patriotic, 
or  otherwise,  or  aliens,  unknown  to  your  Constitu- 
tion and  laws,  who  may  readily  be  collected  by 
money  and  power  for  dangerous  purposes,  (o  go 
upon  your  territory,  and  60,000  ot  them  may  de- 


mand to  be  placed  on  an  equality  with  old  Virgi- 
nia, and  Massachusetts,  and  Connecticut,  and  New 
Jersey;  and  when  the  demand,  which  you  cannot 
deny,  is  granted,  they  must  possess  tbe  whole  land, 
own  it  in  their  own  right,  pay  you  if  they  fplease, 
but,  whether  they  do  or  not,  enforce  from  you  the 
defence  of  them  and  their  lands,  whether  they  keep 
any  part  of  their  bargain  or  not.  My  feelings 
rebel  against  every  portion  of  the  scheme.  My 
judgment  can  find  no  apology  for  it.  It  breaks  up 
the  very  foundations  of  our  rights,  and  disorganizes 
the  action  of  oor  system  of  Government. 

I  wish  I  could  add  the  expenditures  of  the  Go- 
vernment for  Indian  wars,  and  the  portions  of 
country  for  whom  they  were  made.  It  has  been, 
however,  for  the  people  of  the  West— for  these 
new  States.  But,  say  gentlemen,  ought  not  those 
people  to  be  protected?  Unquestionably.'  When 
did  the  old  States  hesitate  to  furnish  men  and  arms 
at  the  first  note  of  Western  danger?  Pressed 
down  as  those  States  say  they  are,  let  them  at  least 
remember  that  not  one  dollar  of  the  amount  has 
ever  been  expended  for  the  protection  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  old  States.  I  beg  them  to  remember 
also  that,  of  this  amount  for  Indian  wars,  New 
Jersey  and  the  other  old  States  have  paid  their  full 
share.  Has  there  been  a  hostile  Indian  on  the  soil 
of  New  Jersey?  Was  the  money  expended  to  save 
her  citizens  from  massacre?  No,  no;  she  paid  her 
share  on  the  principle,  that,  when  any  portion  of 
the  Union  is  endangered,  millions  of  stout  hearts 
should  be  prepared  to  bleed,  and  twice  the  num- 
ber of  sturdy  bands  ready  to  strike  in  its  defence. 
I  afiiirm  that  there  has  not  been  an  hour  when 
the  rights  of  our  Western  brethern  were  neglected, 
or  a  vote  which  forgot  their  claims  to  our  sympa- 
thy. And  if  money  was  paid  at  any  time  for  the 
defences  of  tbe  old  States,  they  were  equally  for 
the  ultimate  protection  of  the  new,  and  paid  in 
much  greater  proportion  by  the  old  than  the  new 
States. 

Oa  this  point  of  general  defence,  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Linn]  would  apply  the  pro- 
ceeds of  these  lands  for  the  support  and  increase  of 
the  Navy,  and  seems  to  take  merit  from  the  idea 
that  this  is  most  for  our  protection.  And  what  in- 
terest have  tbe  States  on  the  seaboard  ia  tbe 
augmentation  and  maintenance  of  a  Navy,  which 
the  Western  Stales  have  not  in  an  equal,  if  not  a 
greater,  degree?  If  I  were  called  upon  to  say 
what  part  of  the  Union  is  most  interested  in  our 
gallant  little  Navy,  and  in  making  it  all  that  patri- 
otism can  demand  that  it  should  be,  I  would  point 
to  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi;  every  portion  of 
which  can  be  reached  in  its  vital  interests  by  any 
naval  power  greater  than  our  own.  More  interests 
depend  on  the  outlet  of  Western  commerce  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  than  on  any,  I  had  almost 
said  all,  the  ports  of  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  Hence 
the  value  of  your  Key  West  station  and  perhaps 
other  stations  which  should  years  ago  have  been 
fortified  and  furnished  for  the  protection  and  re- 
lief of  the  Navy  when  engaged  in  the  defence  of 
that  great  western  commercial  emporium,  the 
outlet  of  the  wealth— the  security  of  the  interests 
of  the  great  valley. 

I  rejoice  in  the  proposition,  becsuse  it  seem*  to 
be  a  waking  up  to  their  true  interests  in  the  West, 
after  a  long,  long  sleep.  I  remember  when,  in 
another  station,  I  urged,  with  a  zeal  which  was  re- 
garded as  importunate,  the  increase  of  the  Navy, 
and  tbe  protection  of  every  interest  on  the  borders 
or  connected  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  I  met  dm 
eyes  and  heavy  ears,  and  had  for  my  reward,  often, 
too  often,  tbe  noes  of  friends  and  the  scorn  and 
sneers  of  opponents.  Times  are  changing.  Our 
Navy  may  now  look  to  more  of  justice  and  encour- 
agement. Our  stripes  and  stars,  around  which — 
whether  in  the  breeze  or  the  battle — so  many  affec- 
tions of  the  patriot's  heart  cluster,  and  which,  in  the 
calm  and  in  tbe  storm,  when  peace  demanded  only 
their  countenance,  or  war  their  power  snd  ven- 
geance, have  steadily,  and  without  change  of  course, 
borne  onward  the  rights,  the  honor,  the  glory, 
not  of  our  land  only,  bat  of  liberty  and  free  institu- 
tions— these  stripes  and  these  stars  have  promise  of 
good;  let  it  come,  let  it  come. 

But  still,  I  may  not,  I  cannot,  adopt  this  propo- 
sition.   The  ocean  should  forever  be  our  battle- 


ground. Our  soil  should  be  untrodden  by  a 
foeman's  foot.  Oor  Navy,  the  bulwarks  of  oor  da- 
fence  which  float  upon  the  waves,  should  look  for 
sustenance  and  power  to  no  one  of  our  separate 
and  distinct  resources.  They  have*  a  rich*  to 
demand  them  all,  if  all  be  necessary;  and  until 
they  are  so,  I  cannot  agree,  deeply  as  I  love  them, 
to  set  apart  a  particular,  separate  fund,  and  espe- 
cially this  fund,  to  their  support.  Long  mad  ar- 
dently as  I  have  struggled  for  them,  I  would  not  let 
them— no,  nor  any  othergreat  and  commandins;  in- 
terest— rest  on  one,  and  especially  this  one,  of  our 
sources  for  revenue  and  expenditure.  I  would 
not  consent  to  put  the  maintenance  of  this  arm  of 
our  defence,  or  jeopard  it,  by  resting  on  any  one 
interest  or  resource  in  the  Republic.  X  would  put 
it  on  the  general  Treasury;  and  I  would  <'***H 
for  it  what  should  cause  the  stars  and  stripes,  its 
flag,  to  wave  in  that  conscious  iadepeadei.ee  of 
which  it  ia  the  emblem.  Why  should  we  devote 
this  specific  revenue  to  that  object?  '  It  waa  pur- 
chased by  the  States— by  the  Revolution  accom- 
plished by  the  States.  It  was  devoted  to  them  far 
their  relief.  They  have  paid  the  debt  of  the  Revo- 
lution almost  without  its  aid,  but  they  have  a 
right  to  have  the  balance,  the  remainder,  to  restore 
what  they  have  expended,  to  meet  their  wants,  to 
promote  their  prosperity.  If  they  choose  to  sur- 
render it,  I  cannot  aid  in  that  surrender.  If 
New  Jersey  is  prepared  for  it,  she  ought  to  find 
some  other  agent  to  be  her  instrument  ha  the 
sacrifice. 

There  is  another  point  which  I  ought  to  i 
We  have  bought  from  the  Indians  about  four  1 
dred  and  forty-two  millions  of  acres;'  we  have 
paid  about  eighty-five  millions  of  dollars  foe  mem, 
of  which  we  have  got  back  only  about  forty-five 
millions.  Yet  we  are  to  give  up  what  we  have 
purchased  before  our  expenditure  is  retained. 
Throughout  this  whole  land  scheme,  I  perceive 
this  one  leading,  one  controlling  idea.  Although, as 
the  Representative,  of  tbe  people  of  all  the  8iates, 
we  are  still  out  of  pocket;  though  we  have  paid 
out  enormous  sums  which  have  never  been  re- 
turned to  ub,  yet  we  are  to  surrender  every  sere 
we  bold  to  a  few  of  the  States,  who  have  pmd 
very  little  of  the  whole  amount.  Twenty-six  have 
purchased  aa  estate;  nine,  who  have  paid  the 
smallest  share,  my,  give  the  whole  of  it  to  us,  oa 
our  own  terms.  Wnat  righ',  I  ask,  have  you  to 
do  any  soah  thing?  Where  is  the  principle  ol 
common  union  in  such  a  demand? 

But  we  are  told  that  those  States  have  already 
paid  enormous  sums  into  the  Treasury;  and  the 
argument  is,  that  the  balance  should  go  to  (hem,  on 
such  terms  as  msy  best  suit  them.    How  nave 
these  sums  been  psid?     The  lands  within  their 
limits,  belonging  not  to  them,  bat  to  the  l 
have  been  sold,  and  the  money  received  has  i 
to  the  nation,  as  the  proceeds  of  its  own  property. 
Those  States  have  paid  nothing  but  as  purchasers 
— purchasers  of  lands  which  have  made  them  rich, 
as  their  rapidly  growing  population  and  comfort 
abundantly    prove.    Are  the  sellers,  under  such 
circumstances,  under  heavy  obligations  to  such 
purchasers  for  additional  acts  of  liberality?    Bat 
who  paid  this  money?    Did  the  people  of  the  new 
States?    They  had  no  people  to  purchase  or  nay. 
A  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  old  States,  takirg 
their  resources  from  the  old  State*,  and  snaking 
purchases,  thus  became  citizens  of  the  new.    The 
sums  paid  into  your  Treasury  were  paid  by  the 
old  States — by  their  citizens— oat  of  their  means. 
Those  who    chose  to  desert  them,  to   seek  new 
homes,  and  higher  prosperity,  ought  not  now  to 
turn  back  to  the  ancient  domicils  of  their  pareniage 
and  birth,  and  utter  reproaches  because  ffcey  sue 
not  permitted  to  take  for  nothing,  or  on  their  own 
terms,  all  that  remains  vacant  and  uncutUvufted 
of  the  inheritance  ef  those  they  left  behind.    Look 
over  this  chamber.    I  believe  you  will  find  some 
sixteen  or  eighteen  Senators  who  were  bom  in  the 
old  States,  some  of  them,   perhaps,    now  wish 
princely  possessions;  with  an  average,  at  least,  el 
wealth  beyond  'hose  who  are  here  from  tbe  sea- 
board.   How  came  they  here  and  thus?    They 
left  their  relations,  took  their  means,  sought  fame 
and  prosperity,  and  found  them  in  a  country  apt  s» 
furnish  such  results.    But  is  it  quite  " 
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>r  jut  for  them  or  others,  the  partakers  of  a  like 
lestiny  to  seek  to  deprive  those  they  left  behind, 
)f  their  own  blood,  and,  in  a  less  enviable  condi- 
ion,  of  their  share  in  the  common  inheritance? 
Jbi  me  suppose  a  case,  and  use  the  pronoun  I. 
hare  a  brother.  We  inherit  a  few  acres  of  worn  j 
>nt  land  in  a  narrow  State.  We  have  also  a 
amnion  property  in  the  West — a  properly  from 
vhieh  we  derive  an  income.  I  choose  to  remain 
ind  manage  my  share  of  ihe  paternal  estate,  to  let 
he  incense  still  barn  on  the  family  altar,  and 
ncet,  as  I  may,  the  destiny  of  the  family  hearth- 
ttone.  He  chooses  to  part  with  his  portion — take 
ts  proceeds,  and  adventure  to  our  Western  pro- 
>erty.  He  does  so.  And  the  moment  he  arrives 
ind  pays  the  required  sum,  to  have  a  part  set  off 
o  his  exclusive  use — he  tells  me  that  he  has  a 
ight  to  my  share  a 'so — that  be  is  a  pioneer— that 
>e  has  encountered  the  perils  of  the  wilderness— 
hat  he  has  merits  far  beyond  mine — that  I  must 
rield  to  him — and  if  I  do  not,  he  either  has  or 
toon  will  have  the  strength  to  take  what  he  claims 
"-and  he  will  take  that  which  is  mine — mine  by 
ibe  sacrifice  of  Revolutionary  blood— mine  by  the 
learest  price  which  human  nature  can  pay — mine 
by  the  compacts  and  conveoants  of  the  Revolu 
Eionary  hour.  He  may  succeed— but  if  he  does, 
t  is  the  triumph  of  unlicensed  power  over  right  and 
nstice. 

But  I  deny  the  authority  in  another  aspect. 
How  do  Congress  hold  these  lands?  and  what  is 
roar  authority  over  them?  We  do  not  own  these 
lands.  We  only  represent  those  who  do.  We 
are  the  trustees  for  their  management.  Can  a 
trustee,  at  his  pleasure,  part  with  the  trust  fund, 
ind  put  it  out  of  his  hands,  and  either  give  it  or 
confide  its  management  to  another?  Are  we  any 
thing  more  or  less  than  trustees?  Congress,  it  is 
irue,  must,  under  the  Constitution,  determine  on 
Imposition  of  the  land;  but  they  do  it  in  their  rela- 
ion  to  a  trust  fund.  Have  we  any  power  to  part 
arith  the  fund?  Where  is  such  power  given  to  us? 
Ind  where,  too,  is  that  other  principle  which  is 
nvolved  in  the  amendment — the  power  to  appoint 
jrasiees  of  our  own  choice,  under  ourselves?  In 
what  court  of  equity,  in  what  court  of  honor,  in 
Rfbat  heart,  can  such  a  doctrine  find  its  sanction? 
Yon  hare  been  appointed  a  trustee,  and,  without 
my  authority  from  your  principal,  you  are  to  hand 
>ver  your  trust  to  another.  Such  an  act  would  be 
lenounced  in  every  court  as  a  violation  both  of 
jonesty  and  honor. 

Disputanu  may  debate  about  terms  and  expres- 
uons.  They  may  reaaon  about  the  effects  of 
changes  from  the  old  Confederation  and  the  old 
Congress,  to  the  new  and  existing  Government. 
But  are  we  not,  by  these  changes,  which  have  been 
made  by  those  for  whom  the  trust  is  held,  put  in  ihe 
place  and  stead  of  those  who  first  received  the 
trust?  Does* not  this  Governm?nt  represent,  and 
t>y  their  will  and  their  command,  those  in  whom 
they  first  confided?  Is  it  not,  with  a  mere  change 
of  form  and  name,  the  same  trustee?  Do  not  all 
the  original  responsibilities  and  duties  rest  upon 
us,  in  all  their  force?  And  can  we  avoid  them, 
without  quibbles,  unworthy  of  an  advocate,  in 
the  humblest  tribunal?  No,  Mr.  President,  we 
stand  here,  in  possession  of  the  tiust  property, 
bound  to  execute  it — to  execute  it  faithfully,  ac- 
cording to  the  original  purposes  to  which  it  was 
3  voted.  1  here  is  not  an  honest  and  intelligent 
ehancery  on  earth,  which,  if  it  could  reach 
us,  would  not  compel  us  so  to  discharge  our 
duty. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  how,  then,  are  you  to 
divide  and  distribute  that  fund?  I  shall  not  enter 
at  this  moment  into  a  discussion  of  that  part  of  the 
subject:  but  will  remark  that  the  persons  among 
whom  we  propose  to  divide  the  inheritance  are  the 
very  persons  from  whom  we  have  received  the 
trust,  who  own  and  are  competent  to  decide  for 
themselves  on  their  interests.  They  are  compe- 
tent to  receive  it.  They  are  the  owner*:  we  are 
trustees.  If  they  say  to  us,  keep  the  title,  but 
divide  the  proceeds  among  us,  and  we  obey  their 
mandate,  is  tieie  any  violation  of  justice  or  law 
in  such  a  division?  It  i*  the  only  mode  by  which 
we  can  effect  the  jast  application  of  a  common 
fund.   Graduation  and  pre-emption  apply  the  land  II 


only  to  a  few  of  the  owners — not  equally  among 
them  all.  But  when  you  distribute  the  proceeds 
you  can  do  exact  and  equal  jostice  to  all  and  to 
every  part  of  the  Union.  I  can  see  nothing  either 
in  the  law  or  in  the  terms  of  the  contract,  or  the 
principles  of  justice,  which  forbids  me  to  adopt 
the  measure.  So  far  Irom  it,  I  think  I  see  in  it 
the  only  and  last  hope  of  those  who  made  the  pur- 
chase to  receive  one  dollar  of  their  money.  If  you 
will  not  agree  to  distribute  the  proceeds,  they  must 
buy  their  account  to  lose  the  whole.  What  hope 
can  New  Jersey,  or  Connecticut,  or  Rhode  Island 
entertain  of  receiving  any  return  for  the  millions 
they  have  paid,  and  all  the  labor  they  have  be- 
stowed to  earn  this  rich  inheritance?  Nont;  none. 
And  if  you  go  on  with  your  pre-emption  bills,  and 
your  graduation  bills,  and  your  cession  bills,  till 
you  have  paited  with  the  last  acre  out  of  your  pos- 
session, then  will  have  been  accomplished  before 
the  civilized  world  a  grand  exhibition  of  the 
justice  of  Republican  communities.  After  the 
country  has  united  in  an  arduous  and  agonizing 
struggle  for  national  independence,  and  poured  out 
its  blood  like  water,  and  secured  for  those  to  come 
after  them  a  rich  inheritance  of  free  principles  and 
social  happiness,  one  of  the  great  prizes  which  they 
won  is  seized  and  ravished  from  the  possession  of 
those  who  gained  it,  and  who  suffered  for  it.  Is 
this  your  Republican  justice? 

But  we  are  told  that  this  domain  is  a  subject  of 
constant  difficulty  in  the  transactions  of  our  publ  c 
business — that  it  is  a  prize  to  be  fought  for— a 
stake  for  which  political  gamblers  wilt  always  be 
contending— and  that,  if  we  would  have  any 
peace,  it  mutt  be  removed  from  our  control.  That 
these  lands  will  always  be  held  out  as  a  bribe  by 
the  ambitious  wherewith  to  obtain  power,  that  we 
do  not  possess  sufficient  firmness  and  virtue  to  re- 
sist; and  that  such  a  bid  will  be  made  for  votes, 
through  the  promise  of  this  vast  territory,  as  must 
disturb  all  the  future  regular  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  may  be  so.  Bat  I  think  that,  if  there 
have  been  bids  made,  the  bid  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  C]  far  outstrips  the  whole  of 
them — and  I  hope  no  future  dealer  in  the  commo- 
dity wilt  be  able  to  equal  him.  But  is  it  so?  That 
Congress  cannot  perform  its  regular  legislative  duty 
on  account  of  the  immense  prize  which  the  publia 
domain  holds  out  to  ambitious  men  and  to  parties 
within  its  Halls?  I  am  reluctant  to  believe  it.  But 
if  it  be  true,  by  whom  is  the  bribe  offered?  and  on 
whom  does  it  act?  It  mu&t  be  offered  by  the  new 
States,  or  by  those  who  conrt  their  favor.  They 
have  the  lands  within  their  limits.  Their  politicians 
can  make  bids,  but  those  from  the  old  States  can- 
not so  well  do  it,  without  the  desperate  hazards 
which  ambition  is,  sometimes,  mad  enough  to  en- 
counter. 

When  I  hear  gentlemen  say  that  there  is  a  politi- 
cal game  to  be  played  by  means  of  the  public 
lands,  what  am  I  to  understand  but  that  the  new 
Stales  hold  a  great  prize,  and  that  they  can  offer  it 
to  unchastened  ambition,  if  it  gratify  their  wishes. 
A  political  fame?  Where?  Where  does  it  ope- 
rate? Not,  surely,  on  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
of  this  country.  I  do  not  believe  the  public  lands, 
if  they  were  worth  ten  times  as  much,  could  bribe 
the  American  people  to  give  their  suffrages  in  any 
quarter  which  their  judgments  and  their  hearts  do 
not  approve.  One  thing  I  know,  that  no  aspirant 
for  power  or  place  can  purchase  the  votes  of  New 
Jersey  at  any  such  price.  How  it  may  be  with 
others,  I  can  only  judge  by  what  I  see  of  the  virtue 
and  consistency  of  those  who  represent  them — and 
by  their  conduct. 

In  connection  with  this  idea  of  our  corruptibility, 
by  means  of  the  public  lands,  it  occurs  to  me  that 
another  suggestion  is  worthy  of  some  notice.  It 
comes,  however,  from  a  different  quarer, and  is 
subject  to  another  construction.  It  is  this,  that  our 
political  affairs  have  been  matter  of  stock  specula- 
tion on  the  Exchange  of  London.  The  inference 
— if  any  inference  is  intended  to  be  drawn— mu^t 
be,  that  London  stockjobbers  and  London  capita- 
lists have  some  connection  with  the  party  opposed 
to  the  existing  Administration,  and  have  had  some 
influence  in  the  recent  election,  and  must  have 
some  in  its  future  results  and  effects.  And  the  Ad- 
ministration—the Executive— by  its  acknowledged 


organ,  announces  such  to  be  their  true  opinion;  an 
organ  on  which  it  seems  more  to  rely  than  on  any 
and  all  other  means  and  instruments  of  defence- 
pride  themselves  as  these  means  and  instruments 
may.  Now,  to  me,  this  is  a  marvellous  idea;  suit- 
ed, indeed,  to  the  sense  of  right  and  wrong  of  any 
editor,  sold,  soul  and  body,  to  his  party;  but  reck- 
less of  every  consequence  save  one— success.  But, 
when  offered  on  this  floor,  it  should  be  sustained  by 
evidence,  which  might  at  least  afford  an  apology 
for  asserting  a  fact  which,  if  true,  inflicts  unending 
degradation  upon  our  country.  So  far  as  relates 
to  the  late  election,  I  have  said  that  I  could  not, 
here,  and  on  this  occasion,  discuss  it.  I  have 
proved  that,  at  other  times  and  other  places,  I  was 
not  slow,  however  inexpert,  to  seize  and  wield  the 
weapons  of  political  strife.  But  other  matters 
claim  our  attention — far  higher,  both  to  my  own 
State  and  the  Union,  than  the  temporary  possession 
of  Executive  power,  or  the  triumphs  of  the  hour 
to  a  party?  But  the  character  of  the  country,  the 
virtue  and  integrity  of  our  widespread  people,  re- 
quire that  suggestions,  coming  with  the  pomp  of 
authority  and  the  confidence  of  influence,  and 
which  must,  however  they  may  be  intended,  affect 
the  future  action  of  the  nation,  should  demand  at 
least  an  inquiry  as  to  the  foundation  on  which  they 
rest. 

I  ask  them  for  the  evidence.  What  is  it?  So 
far  as  yet  developed,  a  banking-house  in  London 
has  written  a  letter,  and  articles  in  newspapers  and 
reviews,  and  perhaps  some  books,  have  been  pub- 
lished in  London.  When,  and  in  what  case,  has 
it  been  established  that  this  was  the  proper  evidence 
by  which  to  try  the  character  of  our  parties,  or  the 
character  and  motives  of  our  people?  Since  when 
have  opinions,  emanating  from  that  source,  been 
so  much  in  favor  as  to  be  considered  conclusive  on 
such  a  point?  Sir,  we  are  changing  rapidly;  banks 
and  banking-houses  abroad  are  now  regarded  as 
good  guides  in  estimating  the  character  of  our  par- 
ties and  people. 

But  who  is  this  banking-house*  What  opinions 
have  they  expressed?  What  gives  to  their  opi- 
nions such  weight?  How  were  they  induced  to  say 
any  thing  on  such  a  subject?  I  understand  them 
to  be  an  ordinary  banking  house  in  London,  (Huth 
and  Co.)— dealers  in  stocks  and  money— one  of  the 
firm  being  for  the  time  a  director  in  the  Bank  of 
England.  They  have  no  peculiar  knowledge  of 
us,  nor  connection  with  us;  nor  capacity  to  judge  of 
us  or  of  our  interests,  characters,  or  motives.  I  do 
not  know  that  they  have  the  slightest  connection  in 
feeling  or  interest  with  the  Whig  party— though  it 
would  &eem  that  rhey  have  with  a  portion,  and  that 
not  an  unimportant  one,  of  the  supporters  of  the 
present  Administration.  What  induced  them  to 
eive  an  opnvon?  The  State  of  Missouri  chose  to 
it  sue  certain  stock,  or  obligations,  which  rested 
upon  the  responsibility  of  the  State,  and  bv  which 
money  was  to  be  raised  to  be  used  in  the  State. 
She  chose  to  send,  or  permit  to  be  sent,  some  of  this 
stock— this  State  security— to  London  to  pass  it  off 
and  get  the  money  which  was  needed.  Her  agent, 
I  presume,  sought  the  company,  and  not  the  com* 
pany  him,  and  the  company  was  induced  to  ma-  " 
nage  the  securities  for  the  State,  and  sell  them  or 
otherwise  procure  the  money.  In  all  this  what  had 
the  Whig  party  or  the  majority  of  the  people  to  do? 
They  surely  did  not  control  Missouri  while  the 
Senator  was  so  commanding  in  his  influence. 
They  did  not  send  the  securities  to  London.  They 
did  not  select  the  agent  there.  And  if  that  sgentj 
the  agent  of  an  Administration  State,  and  Adminis- 
tration interests,  has  expressed  opinions,  it  does 
not  seem  to  accord  very  well  with  fairness  and 
justice  to  bind  us  or  the  people  of  the  country  by 
them.  It  would  be  as  fair  and  as  just  to  receive  as 
binding  the  allegations  and  opinions  of  the  repre- 
sentative of  that  State,  her  Senator  here,  as  conclu- 
sive* I  should  hardly  be  willing  to  place  the  evi- 
dence of  the  agent  in  London  above  that  of  the  se 
lected  representative  of  the  State  in  Washington. 
The  latter  holds  a  far  more  commanding  position. 
But  what  opinion  do  Huth  and  Co.  express  that 
its  evidence  is  to  be  so  controlling?  It  seems  to 
me,  in  substance,  to  be  nothing  more  than  this: 
that  State  securities,  and  those  of  Missouri  among 
them,  cannot  be  sold  in  the  present  condition  of 
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things;  and  that  those  who  wish  to  invest  their 
money  ia  them  are  not  willing  to  do  so  because 
they  are  fearful  of  the  opinions,  and  principles, 
and  conduct  which  prevail,  and  which  are  to  be 
anticipated  from  the  party  in  power  in  this  country; 
hut.  that  they  would  be  somewhat  relieved,  and 
more  willing  to  buy,  if  the  Opposition  should  suc- 
ceed. Now,  if  this  opinion  be  ever  so  absurd  and 
monstrous,  I  beg  that  we  may  not  be  saddled 
with  it;  that,  if  rebuke  is  to  be  given,  it  be  ap- 
plied by  that  State  to  this  unworthy  agent,  and 
that  he  be  taught  by  his  principles  more  justice  and 
good  sense  and  courtesy  towards  them.  It  may  be 
a  difficult  task  for  him  to  alter  his  convictions. 
He  buys  and  sells,  not  for  himself,  but  for 
those  who  desire  to  make  sure  and  permament 
investments.  He  does  not  buy  to  bold,  but  for 
sale  to  others.  The  London  brokers  and  banking- 
houses  are  but  the  agencies  through  which  the  re- 
tired and  quiet  holder  of  money  mikes  his  invest- 
ments. And  if  he  will  not  buy,  they  cannot  sell. 
And  could  be  or  they  boy  with  safety?  Was  there 
not  justice  in  the  opinion  expressed?  proper 
grounds  on  which  any  msn  would  hesitate  to 
hazard  bis  property.  Have  not  the  General  Go- 
vernment and  Administration  States  said  and  done 
enough  to  make  a  prudent  man  pause?  Recollect 
the  course  of  one  State,  and  her  want  of  punctu- 
ality in  paying  the  interest;  the  avowed  principle* 
of  the  Executive  of  another  State;  the  doctrines 
promulgated  in  so  many  quarters  of  influence;  and, 
worse  if  possible  than  all,  the  volunteer,  unneces- 
sary resolutions  of  this  body  about  assuming  State 
debts.  If  you  had  money  to  lend,  would  you  lend 
it  those  who  avowed  such  principles?  Would  you 
not  prefer  to  lend  il  to  those  who  entertained  dif- 
ferent principles,  and  acknowledged  the  unchang- 
ing obligation  of  their  bonds,  in  whosever  hands 
they  might  be  found? 

But  enough  of  this.  I  ought  not  to  reason  on 
such  a  question  on  the  floor  of  this  body.  Before 
,  the  representatives  of  what  are  proudly  called  so- 
vereign States,  shall  it  be  said  or  insinuated,  with- 
out rebuke,  that  the  people  of  those  States  have 
been  influenced  in  their  highest  act  of  sovereignty 
by  the  exchange  of  London?  Is  there  money 
enough  in  London  and  Paris,  in  Holland,  or  the 
combined  wealth  of  Europe,  to  bribe  the  voters 
who  decided  the  recent  election — to  govern  their 
suffrages,  when  great  principles  of  Government 
and  civil  liberty  are  to  be  discussed  and  decided? 
Then  have  I  miscalculated  the  virtue  of  my  coun- 
trymen. 

But  if  the  gold  of  British  bankers  did  operate 
with  such  a  deadly  and  resistless  power,  it  must 
have  been  somewhere,  and  can  be  pointed  out.  I 
ask  where?  In  what  State  of  the  Union?  Was  it 
in  Indiana?  or  Ohio?  or  Delaware?  or  Vermont?  or 
Massachusetts?  or  Connecticnt?  or  Rhode  Island? 
or  Georgia?  or  New  Jersey?  or  was  it  in  Missouri? 
or  which  of  the  States  was  brought  to  its  vote  by 
influence  from  the  London  Exchange?  Let  us 
have  some  specification*  And  if  no  single  8  Ate 
be  named,  then  1  put  it  to  Senators,  and  ask  them, 
one  by  one,  to  say  whether  it  was  their  Slate  that 
was  "bought  up  by  foreign  capitalists?  Was  it  in 
your  State?  or  yours?  or  yours?  No;  no  stock- 
jobbing combinations  could  ever  accomplish  a  po- 
litical revolution  such  as  has  changed  the  face  of 
this  entire  land.  I  have  no  belief  in  any  such  de- 
grading of  persons  or  my  country.  I  plant  my- 
self upon  the  intelligence,  the  honor,  the  virtue,  of 
the  American  people,  and  I  believe  ihem  far  above 
the  reach  of  any  such  influences. 

I  do  not  believe  the  proposed  scheme  as  to  the 
lands  will  operate  at  all  to  remove  from  our  deli- 
berations here  the  struggle  of  party  opinions.  If 
things  have  reached  that  point,  or  if  we  are  servile 
and  money  bought,  we  had  better  at  once,  give  up 
the  Republic  to  the  spoiler.  It  is  not  worth  strug- 
gling for,  if  it  had  become  already  so  corrupt  as 
such  arguments  assume.  Let  each  Senator  apply 
them  to  his  own  State,  and  is  he  think  them  me- 
rited, let  him  be  content.  But  as  applied  to  me 
and  to  mine,  I  repel  them  with  indignation. 

I  have  now  concluded  what  1  have  to  say  in  re- 
gnrd  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky  [Mr.  GaimsroaK]  comes 


next.  I  have  already  expressed  some  of  my  opt. 
nions  in  regard  to  that.  But  I  now  repeat  the  ex- 
pression of  my  hearty  concurrence  in  a  part  of  bis 
amendment.  I  have  said  that  I  might  be  induced 
to  go  both  for  pre-emption  and  graduation,  pro- 
vided they  are  connected  with  distribution,  but  I 
must  have  dittribution;  and  even  then  the  gradua- 
tion and  the  pre-emption  must  be  carefully  guarded. 
I  am  not  satisfied  with  his  proposition  in  this  re- 
spect. It  gives  too  much  land.  If  the  pre-emp- 
tion be,  indeed,  intended  for  the  poor  man,  half 
the  amount  he  proposes  to  allow  is  amply  sufficient. 
I  go  on  the  presumption  that  the  fact  in  this  respect 
is  as  it  is  presumed  to  be  by  the  law.  Nor  am  I 
satisfied  with  a  limitation  of  the  pre  emptive  right 
to  persons  not  worth  a  thousand  dollars.  I  am 
willing  that  the  poor  man  should  possess  a  roof  and 
a  hearthstone  that  be  may  call  his  own,  especially 
such  as  have  bad  to  strurgle  with  adversity,  but  I 
go  on  the  ground  that  there  should  be  no  distinc- 
tion as  to  properly  in  any  of  our  legislation.  It 
should  be  the  act  of  the  man,  and  not  his  properly, 
that  should  form  the  ground  of  distinction.  Give 
a  privilege  to-day  because  a  citizen  is  not  worth 
one  thousand,  and  to-morrow  you  may  and 
will  make  it  ten,  and  the  next  day  twenty — 
or  you  may,  which  is  more  probable,  reverse  it,  and 
deny  a  privilege  because  be  is  too  poor.  Equal 
laws— equal  privileges  under  the  laws,  and  equal 
rights,  for  rich  and  poor — for  poverty  and  wealth 
— even  for  profligate  idleness  and  thriving  industry 
— are  the  principles  of  our  system — the  theory  of 
our  institutions — the  broad  and  immoveable  basis 
of  the  religion  we  profess  and  the  liberty  we  would 
cultivate.  I  am  not  willing  to  depart  from  it  for 
any  temporary  expediency — or  any  ingenious 
theory.  If  it  be  right  to  give  the  settler  on  the 
public  lands  a  preference  in  the  purchase,  let  him 
have  it  without  counting  the  number  of  dollars  in 
hi*  pocket — without  telling  him  your  poverty  jus- 
tifies your  nation's  char  i  y,  or  is  the  reason  of  your 
nation's  justice.  Tempt  not  your  citizens  to  make 
pretence  of  poverty  that  tbey  may  acquire,  by  gift, 
either  privileges  or  wealth.  It  is  not  a  fit  principle 
to  guide  our  legislation.  And  yet,  Mr.  President, 
I  most  vote  for  this  amendment  of  my  friend  (Mr. 
Crittenden)  from  Kentucky,  because  his  proposi- 
tion contains  two  objects:  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  among  the  States  and  thi>  modified  pre- 
emption— and,  by  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  I  cannot 
have  ft  em  divided.  I  will  take  both,  for  the  pre- 
sent, in  preference  to  the  bill  of  the  committee,  or 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Calhoun,]  and  will  endeavor,  in  the 
final  action,  to  separate  tbem,  and  establish  what 
better  suits  my  views  on  this  point. 

Having  submitted  my  views  ef  the  amendments, 
I  have  reached  the  bill  of  the  committee,  and  in 
what  I  have  te  offer  in  regard  to  it,  I  hope  to  be 
brief.  Its  particular  provisions  have  already  been 
examined  by  several  Senators,  and  it  is  therefore 
the  less  necessary  that  I  should  dwell  upon  them. 
I  could  not  make  them  more  clear  than  they  were 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  on  my  left, 
[Mr.  Huntington,]  whose  argument  I  hold  to  be 
unanswerable.  I  yield  to  it  my  assent,  and  need 
not,  and  shall  not,  attempt  to  repeat  it. 

To  the  simple  principle  of  pre-emption,  as  such, 
and  connected  with  no  trespass  on  the  rights  of  the 
country,  I  have  no  great  objection.  I  can,  at  least, 
content  myself  to  submit  to  it  if  it  be  properly  re- 
gulated. But  here  is  a  bill,  calling  itself  a  pre- 
emption bill,  which  holds  out  a  thousand  millions 
of  acres  of  land  as  a  lure  to  tempt  all  people  on  the 
face  of  this  wide  world  to  come  and  seize  it.  It  is 
a  bill  without  limit  in  point  of  time,  and  almost  as 
illimitable  in  point  of  territory — wholly  without  re- 
striction as  to  color,  racr,  or  country.  The  Afri- 
can, the  Indian,  the  Hindoo,  the  Austrian,  the  Rus- 
sian, the  Spaniard,  the  Frenchman,  the  English- 
man i  all  are  alike  iqvited  to  come  and  take  a  portion 
of  onr  soil  and  at  once  become  American  citizens, 
and  receive  a  title  to  land  which  can  never  be  re- 
called. Nay,  we  are  so  anxious  to  give  away 
these  lands  that  we  offer  them  to  infants  of  the 
age  of  eighteen,  whocinnot  make  a  contract,  under 
our  laws,  but  whom  we  propose  to  free  from  the 
iron  control  of  parental  authority.  When  we  pur- 
chased the  largest  portion  of  this  same  territory, 
and  were  bound  by  solemn  treaty,  our  supreme 


law,  to  recognise  and  protect  the  rights  of  the  in- 
habitants, we  refused  all  claims  to  titles  unless  the 
claimant  was,  when  the  right  was  acquired,  die 
head  of  a  family  or  twenty  one  years  ofagev— 3 
Laws,  659.    Our  liberality  grows  apace,  ia  our 
zeal  for  pre-emptions— our  justice  is  not  so  rapid  in 
its  motions.    We  are  quite  ready  to  admft  for  the 
whole  race  of  man  what  we  denied  to  those  in 
whose  favor  the  obligations  of  right  and  mercy 
were  presented.    Who  makes  this  grant?    Who 
issues  this  irrevocable  proclamation?   The  Govern- 
ment.   I  would  suggest  to  you,  sir,  if  it  be  not,  at 
least,  a  plausible  idea,  that,  when  the  Government 
thus  grants  land  to  an  individual,  and  be  takes 
possession  of  it,  the  very  act  does  not  make  him  a 
citizen,  and  no  subsequent  escheat  can  interrupt  his 
possession.    But  I  do  not  stop  to  discuss  this  point. 
This  bill  is  in  violation  cf  all  the  principles  of  all 
the  laws  in  regard  to  the  public  lands  which  this 
Government  has  ever  passed.    In  1807,  when  the 
"great  apostle  of  Democracy,1'  who  is  quoted  by 
some  gentlemen  much  as  the  ancients  quoted   the 
responses  of  their  oracles,  was  in  the  Presidential 
cbair,  a  bill  was  passed  directing  the  Executive  to 
carry  the  laws  for  the  protection  of  the  lands  of  the 
Indian  and  national  domain  into  effect;  and,  if  the 
settlers  refused  to  submit,  to  use  the  force  of  the 
Government  in  removing  them.    On  what  princi- 
ple of  that  act  is  the  present  bill  founded?    I  know 
that  it  was  imputed  to  that  apostolic  Chief  Magis- 
trate, as  he  has  been  irreverently  called,  that  when 
he  urged  the  passage  and  gave  his  assent  to   die 
law,  he  had  his  eye  on  the  Batture  at  New  Orleans, 
and  wished  a  pretext  for  removing  the  claimant; 
but  that  I  (Ud  not  believe.    I  was  one  of  his  ad- 
mirers, and    was   satisfied    that  the   law   origi- 
nated in  a  conviction,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  and 
on  his  part,  also,  that  the  public  domain  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  not  to  be  trampled  upon  and  plunder- 
ed.   Subsequently  and  under  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces, the  inhabitants  of  Lower  Louisiana,  and  also 
of  Kahokia,  Kaskaskia,  and  one  or  two  oiher  set- 
tlements, were  granted  pre-smption  rights  to  the 
lands  ibey  held.    On  what  grounds?     Those  in 
Lower  Louisiana  had  taken  possession  of  their 
lands  in  virtue  of  grants  and  public  document 
from  the  Government  which  had  ruled  tbem;  but, 
owing  to  some  defec  s  of  title,  they  were  unable  to 
enforce  their  right.     The  country  passed  into  our 
hands,  and  became  subj-ct  to  our  Government 
These  peop'e  were  not  pre-empttoners  in  any  sense 
now  given  to  the  term.    Tbey  had  not  rushed  opoa 
th<  ir  lands  without  pretence  or  color  of  title.  Tney 
settled  in  good  faith,  thinking  they  hade  vm/id  atle 
to  the  lands  they  occupy.    So  in  relation  to  the 
Kaskaskia  settlers.    They  were  the  subjects  of  a 
foreign  Government,  and  had  been  upon  their  lands 
for  a  long  course  of  years.    They  had  improved 
their  possessions,  and  accumulated  around  them 
the  comforts  of  life,  and  the  Government  resolved 
that  it  would  not  disturb  them.    This  was  just  and 
right;  but  these  people  had  not  gone  upon  land  in 
violation  of  law,  and  taken  possession  of  it  by 
building  a  log  cabin,  or  planting  a  potato  pancb. 
All  our  other  pre-emption  laws  were  inflaenced  6/ 
considerations  which  operate  on  the  judgment  and 
justice  of  a  Government.    In  all  your  laws,  yen. 
have  said  that,  up  to  a  given  day,  and   under  cer- 
tain specified  circumstance?,  settlers  who  bad  pos- 
sessed themselves  of  your  land  should  be  protected, 
and  hold  at  the  prices  for  which  you  were  willing 
to  sell  it.    But  what  do  you  say  here?    Come  one, 
come  all.    Come  from  the  four  corners  of  the  earth 
and  with  tbe  four  winds  of  heaven,  settle  cm  oar 
public  domain,  and  take  a  quarter  section  of  land 
to  the  reward  of  your  merit    But  this  is  not  a!/. 
If  eight  or  ten  seize,  together,  upon  one  quarter 
section,  they  may  spread  themselves  over  all  the 
adjoining  land,  till  they  have  each  got  a  quarter 
sec uon.    Yon  send  forth  a  proclamation   to  the 
houseless,  the  homeless,  the  unprincipled   of  the 
world,  and  throw  open  to  them  all  the  public  land 
of  all  tbe  States  of  this  Union.    While  I  speak 
thus,  I  must  not  be  considered,  and  will  not  anbsait 
to  be  represented,  as  saying  harsh  and  unkind  things 
of  those  who  are  called  pre-emptioners.     I  have 
burdens  enough  to  bear,  without  this  addition  of 
false  and  groundless  accusations.    I  admit' thews 
settlers  to  be  as  upright,  correct,  and  virtuous,  ia 
regard  to  other  matters,  as  their  feltowiciuwns, 
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bough  I  do  not  ihink  them  right  in. thus  seizing  ihe^ 
property  of  others.  I  am  ready  to  concede  to  them 
iqual  merit  with  others,  save  in  this — they  have, 
teretofore,  violated  the  laws  o(  their  country,  and 
on  now  offer  to.  bribe  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
;lobe  to  imitate  them.  Bat  while  I  will  do  them 
he  amplest  justice,  I  cannot  consent  to  sit  here 
,nd  hear  it  said  that  they  are  men  of  more  perse- 
erance,  industry,  enterprise,  virtue,  and  patriotism 
nan  those  whom  they  have  left  behind  them  in  the 
Id  States,  or  that  the  negro  of  Africa,  the  Uzaroni 
f  Naples,  and  the  serf  of  Russia,  have  such  me- 
iu,  and  mav  be  rewarded  at  oar  expense.  I  am 
tot  willing  to  hear  these  perpetual  contrasts  be* 
ween  the  people  of  the  old  and  the  new  Stales.  It 
i  constantly  rang  in  oar  ears  that  pre-emptiosers 
.re  men  of  .great  intelligence  and  enterprise— quite 
ho  guardians  of  the  country.  Indeed  I  Where 
lid  i hey  gel  their  intelligence?  And  if  of  more 
irtue,  where  did  they  acquire  it?  Of  more  devo- 
tion to  their  country — on  what  theatre  did  they 
earn  this  extra  ultra  patriotism?  That  they  un- 
[erstand  the  principles  of  civil  liberty  better— 
trbere  did  they  get  their  knowledge?  Who  are 
hey?  They  are  either  foreigners,  coming  here 
rou  lands  of  despotism,  or  they  are  descendants 
»f  the  men  of  the  Revolution.  If  they  come  from 
ibroad,  why  shall  I  admit  their  superiority  over 
nen  born  amidst  Jhe  blessings,  and  imbued  from 
heir  cradles  with  the  love,  of  civil  liberty?  I  ad- 
au  no  such  thing.  But  if  they  are  the  descendants 
if  the  men  of  the  Revolution,  how  came  tbey  by 
uch  exclusive  and  peculiar  virtue?  No;  when  I 
.dmit  iheir  equality  with  others,  I  admit  every  thing 
rhichcanbe  justly  demanded.  Above  all,  I  am 
tot  prepared  to  acknowledge  that  these  settlers, 
ither  past  or  future,  are  men  of  such  pre- eminent 
xcellence  that  I  am  bound  to  submit  to  a  wrong 
•erpetrated  on  me  and  mine  in  order  to  reward 
hem.  I  do  not  admire  such  contrasts.  What 
ight  have  the  people  of  Illinois  over  the  people  of 
>elaware  or  New  Jersey  which  autboiizes  us  to  say 
o  them,  You  have  so  much  merit,  that  we  will 
abe  the  property  of  the  people  of  those  States  and 
five  it  to  you?  I  Jiold  it  better  and  more  just  to  act 
ipon  the  principle  that  the  people  of  the  several 
Kates  stand  all  on  one  common  platform,  and 
nake  provisions  which  shall  apply  equally  to  them 
ill. 

There  is  another  idea  which  has  been  advauced 
tere,  to  which  i  can  never  yield  assent.    It  is,  that 
ve  are,  now,  at  that  point  in  the  bUtory  of  the»e 
ends  where  we  enjoy,  for  the  last  time,  the  oppor- 
unity  of  acting  on  them  freed  from  compulsion; 
ind  if  they  are  not  now  ceded,  they  will  very  soon 
>e  seized.    I  have  said  that  this  was  not  an  argu- 
nent  properly  addressed  to  the  judgment:  but  what 
rind  of  argument  is  it  to  the  feelings  of  an  equal 
md  an  honorable  man?  To  equal  sovereign  State*? 
Gentlemen  say,  in  substance,  "We  shall  soon  pos- 
ses the  balance  of  power  in  tbe  valley  of  the  Mis- 
issippi,  and  then  we  can  vole  you  down,  and,  then, 
re  will  have  the  land  with  your  consent  or  with- 
»ot  it."    If  this  were  true,  what  sort  of  argument 
9  it  to  address  to  me,  as  an  independent  Senator, 
tanding  here  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  to  my 
Kate?     I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  true.    I  am  not  at 
ill  alarmed  by  the  threat.    In  the  first  place,  they 
rill  not  have  the  balance  of  power  in  the  valley 
>f  the  Mississippi,  but,  if  they  should,  they  will 
ind,  on  this  point,  a  divided  empire.    1  do  not  ad- 
nit  that,  because  they  may  have  a  majority  of 
lumbers,  therefore  political  power  must  be  on  that 
ide  of  the  mountains.     There  are  many  o'her 
hings  which  go  to  make  up  political  power  besides 
nere  members.    And  among  them,  for  I  cannot 
Muue  for  a  full  enumeration,  are  there  not  the  ad 
vantages  and  influence  of  commerce  and  tbe  means 
>f  protecting  that  commerce?   The  connection,  and 
ready  intercourse  with  other  nations  who  control 
the  interests  of  the  civilized  world?    Fifty  millions 
of  freemen  may  live  and  prosper  in  the  great  val- 
ley between  the  Alleghany  and  Rocky  Mountains; 
but  if  they  do,  they   will  not  form  an  exclusive 
Chinese  Empire,  but  will  seek  avenues  to  and  con- 
nection with  those  who  can  unite  with  them  in  pro- 
moting their  interests.    Have  not  the  fastnesses  of 
their  barrier  mountains  been  already  broken  open, 
their  ravines  made  streams  for  transportation,  their 
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frosty  summits  iron  pafsways  for  the  farmer,  the 
miner,  the  manufacturer  to  traverse  with  the  pro- 
ducts of  bis  labor  to  the  marts  where  that  labor 
may  best  find  its  recompense?  Tney  will  nut  rely 
on  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  alone,  but  on  every 
bay,  * i ream,  and  harbor  of  the  Atlantic  coast. 

In  my  opinion,  if  this  Union  lasts,  no  man  will 
ever  see  the  centre  of  power  a  hundred  miles  west 
of  Pittsburg.  I  say  to  these  aspiring  States,  you 
cannot  get  the  political  pover  of  this  country.  But, 
if  you  do,  it  is  an  unfounded  idea  that  all  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi 
must  be  tributary  to  such  notions  in  regard  to  the 
public  lands.  Where  is  Ohio  now?  Where  will 
Indiana  shortly  be,  when  there  comes  to  be  a  new 
State  beyond  Missouri?  Even  now,  Indiana,  by 
her, Legislature  and  her  Senators,  refuses  to  accept 
your  bribe  of  the  public  lands.  And  thus  you  will 
go  on  and  find  that  as  fast  as  new  empires  rise  in 
the  extreme  West,  just  so  rapidly  will  other  States, 
now  new,  be  passing  over  into  the  condition  and 
acquiring  the  interests  and  feelings  of  old  Slates. 
Your  threats  about  seizing  the  public  lands,  be- 
cause you  will  have  the  balance  of  power,  if  ad- 
dressed to  me  as  a  persuasion  to  cede  them  to  you 
now,  I  value  as  nothing.  I  do  not  believe  that 
your  power  to  get  possession  of  those  lands  will 
ever  brgreater  than  it  is  at  this  moment.  Hour  by 
hour,  as  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  Michigan,  and 
Wiskonsan,  and  Iowa  become  settled,  so  also,  hour 
by  hour,  will  other  States  wheel  into  line,  and  stand 
with  us  on  the  great  question  of  the  public  domain. 
When  I  hear  gentlemen  proclaiming  to  us,  in 
threatening  toner ,  that  this  question  must  be  settled, 
that  they  will  soon  get  the  power,  and  then  they 
will  do,  not  what  ihey  suppose  to  be  wron?,  but 
what  I  do,  it  gives  me  no  alarm.  Do  they  remind 
me  that  Wi*koos*n  will  soon  be  a  State,  and  will 
add  weight  to  their  side  of  the  balance?  I  look  at 
Ohio,  and  temember  that  she  is  at  our  end  or  the 
beam.  Do  they  threaten  me  with  Iowa?  I  look  at 
Indiana.  Do  they  point  to  the  Far  West?  I  point 
then)  to  the  whole  slope  on  this  side  the  Mississip- 
pi. At  every  hour  they  must  lose  more  than  they 
gain.  I  am  therefore  unconcerned  on  this  point  of 
force.-  But  suppose  they  were  able  to  put  their 
threats  in  execution,  I  hold  the  right '  of  the  old 
States  to  tbe  public  lands  to  be  unquestioned  and 
unquestionable;  and  if  asked  to  surrender  that 
whole  domain,  I  say  "Come  and  take  it,"  If  I 
must  surrender  it,  I  had  rather  surrender  it  te  the 
pressure  of  your  power,  than  tamely  give  it  up  un- 
der alarm  at  your  threats. 

1  have  but  a  word  to  *ay  as  to  the  idea  that  this 
Government  does  not  possess  the  power  to  enforce 
its  own  laws,  to'protect  its  own  property,  to  perform 
its  duty  as  trustee.  It  may  be  so;  but  is  it  wise 
to  proclaim,  ia  the  ears  of  a  listening  world,  that 
our  boasted  institutions,  and  -thus  our  American 
Union,  rest  on  such  principles  that  we  are  incapa- 
ble of  protecting  our  own  admitted  properly?  I 
know,  indeed,  too  well,  that  a  spirit  of  resistance  to 
law  has  risen,  within  a  few  .years,  far  beyond  the 
point  it  had  ever  attained.  The  historian,  if  faith- 
ful, will  trace  it  to  the  last  twelve  years  of  our  an- 
nals. I  know  that  there  are  men  who  are  for  tak- 
ing all  power  and  judgment  into  their  own  hand*, 
and  who  supposed  that,  under  the  influence  of  pas* 
sion  and  interest,  ihey  can  decide  better  and  more 
wisely  than  our  judicial  tribunals,  and  have 
higher  authority  than  the  laws  of  the  land.  But  I 
trust  the  hour  has  not  >et  come  for  announcing 
that,  in  America,  the  Government  and  the  laws 
are  noistrong  enough  to  enforce  the  rights  of  the 
nation  against  individuals.  I  hope  it  is  not  so.  I 
would  ask  Senators  from  thote  States,  and  I  wish 
them  to  answer  the  question,  not  to  me,  but  to 
themselves,  would  you  prevent  our  own  citizens 
from  going  to  sel'de  on  such  portions  of  this  land 
as  now  belong  to  your  States?  Are  your  State  Go- 
vernments so  weak,  so  broken  down,  that  they  can- 
not  prevent  thb?  Where  your  States  have  had 
large  tracts  given  them,  for  works  of  internal  im- 
provement, or  for  other  objects,  do  you  protect 
your  own  land,  or  do  you  not?  And  if  you  do,  ia  it 
rigfct  to  come  here  and  say  to  as  "We,  the  State 
Governments,  are  abundantly  strong  to  protect  oar 
lands,  but  you,  the  Government  of  (he  Union,  are 
■  utterly  powerless  to  protect  yours?"    It  is  demand- 


ed of  us*  that  we  shall  pass  pre-emption  laws  as  an 
act  of  justice  to  the  new  States.  These  States  bold 
large  tracts  of  land,  which  are  their  own;  will  their 
Senators  be  good  enough  to  show  me  tbe  pre-emp- 
tions laws  they  have  passed?  Or  do  they  think  it 
is  well  enough  to  urge  this  policy  upon  as,  while 
they  repudiate  it  themselves?  How  much  stronger 
would  their  argument  be,  if  they  could  say,  uThis 
thing  is  right  in  principle,  and  you  see  we  practise 
it  in  oar  own  case?"  Bat  is  it  so?  If  a  pre-empl 
tion  taw  which  is  to  affect  my  land  is  a  good 
thing,  why  would  it  not  be  as  good  if  it  affected 
theirs? 

I  have  one  more  objection  to  urge.  I  feel  strong 
repugnance  to  that  feature  which  calls  men  of  all 
nations  to  come  and  take  a  part  of  oar  public  do- 
■naio.  The  invitation  is  too  broad.  No  matter 
what  clime  a  man  may  inhabit;  no  matter  what 
hue  a  Southern  sun  may  have  burnt  upon  his  fea- 
tures, if  he  is  in  the  form  of  man,  he  is  invited. 
And  it  is  now  claimed  for  the  States  that  they  may 
make  him  a  citizen  at  what  time  and  on  what 
terms  they  please.  I  have  not  read  in  the  history 
of  our  Revolutionary  struggle,  in  the  Articles  of  the 
Confederation,  or  in  the  Federal  Constitution,  any 
thing  which  bold*  out  to  foreigners  a  bribe  to  come, 
nor  justifies  the  States  in  making  them  our  fellow- 
citizens  at  their  pleasure.  These  doctrines  are 
new,  but  they  fit  each  other,  and  united,  lead  to 
consequences  which  demand  that  we  pause  and 
refl.  ci .  W  by  hold  ou  t  such  offers?  Do  we  need  an 
army  of  foreigners  to  come  among  as  because  we*are 
incapable  of  managing  our  own  offaire?  or  because 
they  are  men  of  better  political  and  moral  princi- 
ples? or  that  they  may  protect  as?  I  repeat  here 
what  I  said  as  to  pie-cmptioners.  I  will  not  be 
thrown  into  the  position  of  one  who  is  an  opponent 
of  foreigners.  None  of  the  miserable  slang  on 
that  subject  c*n  apply  to  any  portion  of  ay  life. 
The  quesjjon  here  is  not  as  to  the  terms  on  which 
we  shall  admit  them,  but  as  to  the  wisdom  of  thus 
inviting  them,  and  to  tbe  power  to  admit  them  as 
citizens.  U  is  not  whether  they  shall  pass  through 
a  probation  of  five  years  or  of  ten  years,  or  whe- 
ther a  simple  oath  of  allegiance  alone  shall  place 
them  in  the  possession  of  the  privileges  and  under 
the  obligations  of  citizenship.  Bat  who  has  a  right 
to  say  what  the  terms  of  admission  shall  be? .  You 
invite  them  to  take  your  land  in  Illinois;  can  Illi- 
nois, as  soon  as  they  get  possession,  say  they  shall 
have  the  right  of  suffrage— be  citizens  of  that 
State,  and  thus,  by  force  of  the  Constitution,  enti- 
tled to  all  the  privileges  of  citizens  In  another 
State?  A  Swede,  or  an  African,  who  was  never  a 
slave  in  this  country  or  elsewhere,  who  has  been 
freed,  accepts  your  invitation — takes  your  offered 
quarter  sees  ion —can  ttut  State  make  him  a  citizen 
of  the  Union?  Is  this  power  of  creating  the  citizen 
lodged  in  the  States  or  in  the  Union? 

The  question  isttot  answered  ot  affected  by  an 
amendment  which  was  offered  to  that  bill,  that  if 
the  foreigner  declared  under  oath  his  intention  to 
make  the  land  his  home,  he  might  be  a  pre*emp- 
tioner.  It  respects  not  the  mere  oath  of  intention  or 
allegiance.  It  rises  higher.  Can  the  States  make 
a  citizen  of  the  Union?  It  was  not  so  when  we 
were  colonies.  Then  the  power  was  in  the  British 
Crown.  Tbe  Parliament  might  say  who  should  be 
admitted  to  citizenship  in  England;  but  even  Par-  , 
liament  itself  could  not  declare  that  a  Frenchman 
should  be  a  citizen  cf  one  of  the  British  colonies* 
Tbe  Crown  was  then  the  depository  of  that  power. 
And  let  me  remark  that  there  are  few,  if  any,  of 
tbe  great  principles  of  American  liberty  which  are 
not  ultimately  founded  on  the  prerogative  of  the 
British  Crown,  as  in  opposition  to  the  powers  of 
tbe  British  Parliament.  The  King  prescribed  to  us 
who  should  be  admitted*  as  our  fellow- colonists. 
We  gave  up  that  power  to  the  Confederation.  Be- 
fore that,  each  State  was  independent  of  every 
other  in  this  respect.  Bat  the  Confederation  was 
to  control  tbe  exercise  of  this  power,  lest  one  colony 
or  State  should,  by  admitting  whom  it  pleased,  be 
able  virtually  to  say  to  another  colony  or^State  who 
should  be  its  citizens.  The  power  given  in  the  Con- 
federation over  the  subject  of  naturalization,  was 
intended  to  reconcile  the  conflicting  action  of  the 
States.  Some  received  citizens  in  one  way,  others 
in  another.    The  power  conferred  on  the  Confede- 
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ration  may  be  found  in  1  Law*,  14,  article  4.  The 
reasons  for  giving  it  and  the  difficulties  which 
arose  under  it,  are  explained  by  Mr.  Madison  in 
The  Federalist.  I  need  not  detain  the  Senate  by 
reading  them.     * 

Tnen  came  the  Federal  Constitution  which  cre- 
ated the  Union;  and  what  does  it  teach?  lis  first 
words  are,  "Wt  the  people  of  the  United  States." 
Who  were  they?  They  were  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  The  honorable  Senator  from  S  nth 
Carolina  said  he  would  like  to  bear  a  definition  of 
what  a  citizen  is-  I  hate  no  skill  at  definitions, 
bat  I  think  I  can  describe  who  are  and  who  are  not 
citizens.  At  the  lime  the  Constitution  was  adopt* 
el,  the  people  of  the  State*  formed  it.  The  meie 
holding  of  land  did  not  constitute  a  man  a  citizen, 
or  one  of  the  people  of  the  State*.  A  Stae  may, 
if  she  pleases,  allow  an  alien  to  take  land,  and  hold 
and  transmit  it  by  her  laws,  and  yet  he  may  not 
be  a  citisen  of  the  State  or  of  the  Unired  States. 
We  mast  go  beyond  that.  The  moment  yoa  allow 
a  man  the  power  to  tote,  the  moment  yoa  give  htm 
power  to  vol*  i««  tf*  political  government,  yon 
make  him  a  citizen— one  of  the  people.  We  need 
not  go  back  to  Rome  on  this  matter.  The  man 
who  possesses  political  power,  united  to  the  com- 
mon rights  of  person  and  property,  is  your  citizen. 
He  must  owe  his  allegiance  here,  be  subject  to  all 
duties,  possess  all  rights,  or  he  cannot  be  a  citizen 
with  us.  The  language,  "We  the  people  of  the 
United  States,"  meant  such,  and  none  others.  They 
formed  their  Government  for  themselves — not  for 
Englishmen  or  Frenchmen — but  for,  themselves 
alone,  and  such  as  they  chose  to  admit,  upon  terms 
which  they  should,  in  their  joint  capacity,  pre* 
scribe.  The  power  to  prescribe  these  they  could 
not  leave  to  the  States.  Would  you  have  Mary- 
land say  to  New  Jersey,  you  shall  receive  this  man 
because  I  have  made  him  a  citizen?  There  was, 
therefore,  a  necessity  of  some  common  rate,  and 
the  authority  to  prescribe  it  must  be  placed  sc  me- 
where,  and  it  could  be  placed  nowhere  but  in  the 
common  councils;  and  accordingly  the  Constitution 
declared  that  Congress  should  have  the  power  "to 
establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization. "  Could 
it  be  uniform,  and  yet  leave  the  power  to  the  States? 
Naturalization  is  the  investing  of  an  alien  with  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  one  who  is  native  born. 
That  is  the  whole  idea.  When,  therefore,  the  Con- 
stitution  says  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  it  means 
this,  and  this  only:  Congress  shall  prescribe  the 
terms  on  which  a  foreigner,  an  alien,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  rights  of  a  native — be  one  of  "We 
the  people."  Can  there  be  a  uniform  rule  unless 
it  is  prescribed  by  some  common  central  power, 
and  by  that  alone?  There  obviously  cannot.  The 
very  object  to  be  attained  requires  that  the  power 
should  be  vested  exclusively  in  one  body,  in  the  Fe 
deral  Government.  « 

I  hold,  therefore,  the  Constitution  of  Illinois  and  to 
much  of  the  Constitution  of  Michigan  as  undertakes 
to  admit  foreigners  to  citizenship  to  be  null  and  void 
—a  violation  of  the  compact.  We  entered  into  the 
Union  on  certain  terms  and  conditions  relative  to 
representation,  taxation,  and  other  matters.  It 
was  necessary  for  us  to  ray  who  should  be  admit- 
ted as  copaiurers.  Bnt  if  an  individual  State  may 
say  this,  the  relative  position  of  the  States  is 
changed — the  conditions  at  once  broken  and  de- 
stroyed. Illinois  admits,  we  will  suppose,  10,000 
persons  to  vote  who  are  aliens,  not  naturalized, 
whom  she  has  not  had  the  consent  of  other  States 
to  admit— what  is  the  effect  upon  New  Jersey?  It 
is  this:  that  foreigners,  strangers  probably  to  oar 
principles  of  government,  our  habits,  onr  interests, 
to  our  very  language,  may  outweigh  and  overcome 
the  citizens  of  New  Jersey  in  the  choice  of  a  Chief 
Magistrate,  and  in  all  the  numagsment  of  alt  oar 
public  affairs.  Is  this  fair?  Is  it  right?  This  doc- 
trine puts  it  in  the  power  of  certain  States  so  to 
arrange  as  that  foreigners  shall  send  enough  to 
make  up  the  majority  of  Representatives  on  the 
floor  of  the  other  House,  and  may  decide  the  choice 
of  President.  The  States,  it  is  said,  are  too  wise 
and  just,  and  will  not  do  this.  I  do  not  say  they 
will-,  but  I  would  rather  stand  by  the  Union,  and 
trust  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  than  them. 
We  agreed  that  there  should  be  a  uniform  rule  o 
naturalization— a  uniform  rule  in  New  Jersey  an 
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in  Michigan,  in  Delaware  and  in  Illinois,  But  is 
the  rule  now  uniform?  No*  And  if  the  other 
States  should  proceed  after  the  example  set  by  Il- 
linois and  Michigan,  we  shall  soon  have  as  many 
rules  as  there  are  States.  I  am  not  willing  that 
such  an  unconstitutional  and  pernicious  d«>ctrine 
shall  pass  without  giving  it  my  condemnation.  I 
insist  that  it  is  a  violation  of  tho  Constitution. 
Read  the  powers  granted  in  that  instrument  to  Con- 
gress, and  see  if,  where  similar  language  is  used, 
the  power  is  not  always  exclusive.  Tois  point  has 
been  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court,  and  there 
was  no  dissentient  voice  In  regard  to  it.  I  dread 
the  consequences  of  this  doctrine,  more  especially 
when  I  see  such  a  bill  as  this,  tempting  aliens  to 
come,  giving  them  our  lands,  that  the  States  may 
make  tbem  citizens.  I  am  not  willing  that  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  re- 
present aliens,  for  in  process  of  time  aliens  may 
come  to  hi  a  majority,  and  may  choose  my  Chief 
Magistrate.  Thts  law  may  make  them  so  nu- 
merous in  Wiskonsan  and  Iowa  ai  to  con- 
trot  your  native  vote,  and  mske  laws  for  yodr 
States.  I  tfill  not  leave  it  to  one  State  to  say  that 
they  shall  be  permitted  thus  to  control  the  general 
interests  of  all  the  States.  Whom  may  not  some 
of  the  States  make  citizen  ?  Cast  your  eyes  in 
certain  directions  and  you  can  readily  see  what 
might  he  done.  And  recollect  that  the  moment  a 
State  ban  pronounced  a  man  a  citizen,  the  shield  of 
the  Con?  ti  to  lion  is  placed  over  bim  for  his  protec- 
tion, and  he  must  be  protected  as  a  citizen,  every 
where:  in  all  the  Saes.  I  entreat  gentlemen  to 
pause  before  they  establish  this  doctrine.  For  my- 
self, I  will  not  hold  out  inducements  either  to  our 
own  cit  zens  or  to  aliens  to  come  and  take  posses- 
sion of  our  public  lands.  It  is-  a  proposition  ob- 
noxious to  the  laws  and  to  the  Constitution,  and  to 
all  the  fundamental  principles  of  oar  Government 
and  ¥nton,  and  I  mast  resist  it.  I  am  willing  fo- 
reigners shall  come  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges 
which  I  do— I  am  willing  to  have  them  as  neigh- 
bors and  as  friends,  and  let  them  stand  by  oar  side 
in  battle — but  they  must  cea>e  to  be  aliens  first. 

My  doctrine  in  regard  to  these  lands  is  simple — 
neither  clothed  in  mystery  nor  connected  with  party 
politic?.  We  have  a  great  inheritance  for  us,  our 
children,  and  our  children's  children.  Wo  ought 
to  preserve  it,  not  give  it  away  or  waste  it.  The 
hasty  disposition  of  it  is  not  demanded  by  our  con- 
dition. Our  population  and  oar  strength  will  not 
grow  in  proportion  to  our  haste  to  part  with  it.  We 
should  have  had  our  sixteen  millions  of  citizens,  if 
Wisconsin  and  Iowa  had  not  been  thrown  open  to 
intrusion.  We  should  not  have  had  a  population 
so  near  the  Rocky  mountains  and  the  Pacific,  bnt 
we  should  have  had  less  cause  for  the  expenditure 
of  money,  and  more  vigor  to  res'st  a  foe.  Let  us 
remember  a  maxim  of  wisdom— fcsiina  Untt — and 
not  throw  over  a  region  which  we  cannot  com- 
mand, a  population  which  we  cannot,  *  ithout  dis- 
tress and  difficulty,  protect.  Let  us  give  to  enter- 
prise and  to  the  pioneer  all  that  enterprise  and  the 
pioneer  may  reasonably  require,  bnt  let  us  reserve 
something  for  the  citizens  of  the  old  States,  who, 
when  rojmlation  crowds,  may  there  seek  compe- 
tency and  a  home.  The  seaboard  Stares  are  thick- 
ening in  the  future  years— and  years  with  nations 
are  bat  as  days  to  individuals — they  will  be 
crowded,  dense,  requiring  an  outlet,  like  the  com- 
pact regions  of  Europe.  Let  it  be  found  West — 
far  West — but  still  within  the  boundar  esof  a  com- 
mon empire  of  free  institutions.  Use  these  lands 
liberally,  not  wantonly— preserve,  do  not  equander 
them.  Let  the  citizen  of  the  old  States,  who 
bought  them,  look  to  them  as  the  heritage  of  his 
children.  Thus  used,  they  will  strengthen  the 
Union,  and  last  while  centuries  of  liberty  roll  by. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  HUNT, 

OF  NEW  YORK, 

In  m«  House  of  Representatives,  February  32, 1841 — 

In  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 

Union,  on  the  Civil  and  Diplomatic  Appropriation 

Bill,  in  reference  to  the  proposition  submitted  fey 

him  on  the  18th  of  that  month. 

Mr.  HUNT  said  that  gentlemen  having  made 

a  motion  which  overrode  the  one  submitted  by  him 

on  Thursday  last,  defined  their  positions  and  dis- 


cussed, at  length,  matters  and  things  in  general 
and  that  motion  being  now  withdrawn,  after 
having  answered  the  purpose  designed  by  it,  the 
question  recurred  upon  his  own  proposition,  which 
was,  to  strike  out  the  proviso  of  the  section  under 
consideration.  His  proposition  was  a  plain,  mat- 
ter of  fact,  business  one,  and  the  remarks  be  had 
now  to  submit  were  of  an  unpretending,  business 
character.  Time  had  been,  at  a  former  period 
of  the  session,  when  he  had  fell  desirous  of  giving, 
somewhat  at  large,  his  views  in  relation  to  the 
course  of  policy  of  the  present  Administration,  the 
present  condition  of  the  country  and  its  finances, 
and  oar  future  prospect*;  the  opportunity  lo  do  so 
had  not  been  given  him,  and  be  felt  that  the  time 
for  such  discussion  bad  now  gone  by. 

The  chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means,  in  un- 
dertaking to  reply  to  the  greunds  upon  which  he 
had  based  the  morion,  had  been  more  oracular,  and, 
as  it  seemed  to  him,  (Mr.  H.)  less  ingenuous 
than  was  his  wont.  With  an  apparent  air  of  tri- 
umph, he  had  asked,  how  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  H.)  could  claim  to  be  a  friend  of 
retrenchment  and  reform,  while  submitting  his  pro- 
position to  strike  out  the  proviso  of  the  bill?  How 
gentlemen  could,  on  this  floor,  support  such  a  pro- 
position, (as  the  one  to  strike  out,)  with  the  fact 
before  them,  that  the  cletk  of  the  Federal  Court  in 
the  city  of  New  York  had  received  $18,000  per  an- 
num; the  district  attorney  of  the  Southern  district 
of  New  York  #28,000  a  year;  and  (he  marshal  of 
Mississippi  $87,000  a  year? 

And  all  this  (said  Mr.  H  )  was  put  to  the  com- 
mittee and  to  the  coon  try  as  news,  as  information 
communicated  to  this  Hou>e  for  the  first  time  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means,  when  most 
of  it  had  been  in  possession  of  gentlemen  for  near 
a  twelvemonth  past 

He  (Mr.  H.)  had,  on  a  former  occasion,  staled 
that  he  had  in  his  own  mind  doubted  whether  he 
had  not  better  leave  the  former  part  of  the  proviso 
standing,  that  part  requiring  quarterly  returns  of 
the  amount  of  fees  and  emoluments,  with  a  view 
of  guiding  future  legislation;  but  upon  reflection  be 
had  felt  satisfied  that  sufficient  information  bad  al- 
ready been  received  to  enable  a  commit te?  to  cor- 
rect these  flagrant  abuse?.  He  had  stated,  in  all 
sinceritv,  that  should  be  be  spared  to  take  his  s-ai 
in  the  27th  Congress,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  would  find  bim,  (Mr. 
H.)  if  not  in  advance,  at  least  by  the  side  oftbe 
gentleman  in  every  legiimate  work  of  legitimate 
reform.  And  he  should  redeem  tbe  pledge  that 
given.  Retrenchment  and  reform  were  called  for 
by  the  people— tbe  doctrine  was  ^cardinal  one  with 
the  incoming  Administration.  Bat  to  correct  all 
the  abuses  of  an  Administration  that,  for  twelve 
years  past,  had  been. squandering  the  money  of  tbe 
nation  in  support  of  parasites  and  favorites,  in  de- 
moralizing the  country  and  breaking  down  its  in* 
stitutions,  was  a  work,  not  of  a  moment,  but  of 
patience,  labor,  and  time. 

The  chairman  had  said  that  you  have  an  exam- 
ple of  the  sort  of  connection  proposed  by  the  pro- 
viso in  your  custom  houses  and  your  land  offices 
— that  the  officers  of  the>«  establishments  recem 
by  way  of  compensation  a  per  cen'age  on  the  re- 
venues collected  and  tbe  amount  of  land  sales.  Be 
it  so.  Yet  a  very  little  reflection  would  convince 
ths  worthy  chairman  that  the  cases  bore  no  ana- 
logy to  each  other,  and  that  the  practice  of  Govern- 
ment, in  relation  to  the  collectors  of  customs  and 
the  land  offices,  went  but  a  very  little  way,  if  any, 
towards  answering  the  objections  urged  by  him 
(Mr.  H)  to  the  proviso  ia  question.  Your  lands 
are  sold  at  the  minimum  Government  price  of  a 
dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre.  The  hardy  pioneer, 
the  actual  settler,  and  the  land-shark,  the  speculator, 
most  pay  this  amount,  whether  the  receiving  or 
collecting  officers  receive  any  compensation  or  not 
That  Government  chooses  to  pay  its  collecting 
officers  by  giving  them  a  percentage  on  tbe 
amounts  collected,  adds  not  a  farthing  to  the  bur- 
dens of  the  purchaser,  or  to  the  price  pf  the  land?. 
Precisely  so  is  it  with  the  customs.  The  duties  im- 
posed from  public  policy,  for  protection,  for 
countervailing  the  action  of  foreign  Governments, 
or,  as  Southern  gentlemen  perhaps  will  prefer  sin- 
ting  it,  for  revenue  atone,  are  to  be  paid  at  all 
events.    And  the  burden  to  tbe  tax  payer  is  not  ia- 
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creased  by  giving  a  compensation  to  the  officer 
from  the  gross  amount  collected. 

Not  so  with  the  district  attorneys.  Wi  h  the 
exception  of  a  salary  of  $900  allowed  most  of  them, 
their  compensation  was  made  op  c-f  fees,  increased 
by  the  increase  of  business  done  by  them.  The 
chairman  bad  said  these  fees  were  too  large.  Mr. 
H.  bad  said  the  same,  when  he  originally  sub- 
mitted his  proposition.  He  had  said  the  amounts 
received  were  entirely  disproponioned  to  the  labor 
rendered;  and  whilst  he  would  allow  to  public 
officers  a  liberal  compensation — one  which  would 
command  the  talent  and  worth  of  the  country — he 
would  cheerfully  unite  in  any  well  devised 
plan  for  releaving  the  people,  and  thus  reducing 
the  amount  received  by  these  Federal  officers. 

But  the  original  bill  proposes  no  relief  to  the  un- 
fortunate suitor — to  the  class  of  men,  of  all  others, 
least  able  to  bear,  excessive  burdens.  No;  so  that 
Government  may  but  replenish  coffers  emptied  by 
its  own  extravagance  and  profligacy,  the  poor 
may  continue  to  struggle  on  under  the  load  of  ex- 
cessive impositions;.  And  this  is  the  practical 
operation  of  the  chairman's  ideas  of  refortn— *>f 
retrenchment.  A  fair  exponent  of  the  doctrine 
preached  on  the  house  tops,  and  believed  by  acon- 
fiding  people  twelve  years  ago— not  a  principle  of 
which  has  been  carried  out. 

Passing  from  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  looking  for  a  moment  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Thompson,]  in  connection  with  the  other  propo- 
sition coming  from  I  he  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  Cave  Johnson,]  other  and  insuperable  ob- 
jections present  themselves.  Mr.  H.  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  proposition  to  place  the  Federal  offi- 
cers on  the  same  footing  with  those  of  the  re- 
spective States — let  the  tariff  of  fees  be  the  same 
for  both  classes;  but  the  two  propositions  alluded 
to,  and  which  gentlemen  of  the  Administration,  in 
their  new-born  zeal  in  the  cause  of  economy,  had 
the  power  to  establish,  would  produce  the  result  of 
levying  a  duty  lor  the  Treasury  ef  perhaps  50,000 
dollars  from  the  marshal  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, by  one  scale  of  State  fees,  and  only  10,000 
dollars  from  the  same  officer  in  the  State  of  New 
York  by  another  and  totally  different  scale  of  fees. 
And  this  system  of  imposition  of  duties,  excises,  or 
taxes,  call  it  by  what  name  you  please,  was  at  war 
with  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution; that  section  provides  that  the  Congress 
shall  have  power — 

"1st  To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  impost*,  and  excises. 
to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  of  the  United  State*-,  but  all  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises,  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
feoues." 

The  want  pf  uniformity  was  of  itself  a  sufficient 
objection,  in  his  mind,  to  the  coarse  of  legislation 
now  proposed.  This  course  was  alio,  in  bis  opi- 
nion, (though  he  did  not  profess  to  be  very  learned 
in  roles  of  order,)  opposed  to  all  orderly  legislation. 
It  was  thrusting  into  a  simple  appropriation  bill 
provisions  changing  existing  laws  in  reference  to 
an  important  class  of  officers;  provisions  hastily 
propounded  amidst  the  hurry  of  debate,  without 
consultation,  without  deliberation,  and  but  ill  cal- 
culated, in  his  judgment,  to  effect  any  beneficial 
object.  If  this  sort  of  legislation  was  to  be 
tolerated,  we  must,  ere  long,  look  into  the  Appro- 
priation bill  for  the  civil  department  for  all  the  im« 
Sonant  provisions  which  are  .to  regulate  the  con- 
net  of  the  federal  officers  of  the  Government 
Bat  he  had  not  placed  his  objection  mainly  on 
the  ground  of  order.  He.  barely  noticed  that 
ground  as  worthy,  be  thought,  of  grave  consi- 
deration. 

The  true  remedy  for  the  difficulties  under  which 
the  country  had  for  years  labored  in  reference  to 
the  officers  included  in  the  bill  in  committee  was, 
coolly,  deliberately,  and  understanding^  to  frame 
a  distinct  bill  making  them  salary  officers,  having 
reference  to  their  location  and  the  business  done 
by  them,  as  ascertained  by  an  examination  of  a 
aerie  s  of  years;  or  by  a  fee  bill,  governed  in  its 
graduation  by  the  same  considerations;  and  not  to 
institute  a  partnership  between  -this  Government 
and  its  officers,  in  an  income  wrung  from  the  poor, 
and  that,  too,  by  provisions  such  as,  in  his  opi- 
nion, would,  in  their  result,  Jeare  the  Govern  meat 


in  S'tme  of  the  States  without  Marshals,  Clerks, 
or  District  Attorneys. 

Men  fit  for  the  stations  would  not  take 
them  under  the  operations  of  the  proposed 
amendments. 


DEBATE  ON  THE  TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 
SPEECH  OF  MrTw.  C.  JOHNSON, 

OF  MARYLAND, 
In  (as  Hovs*  of  Representatives,  February  5,  1841— 

On  the  bill  providing  for  an  issue  of  Treasury 

notes. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes 
to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars  being  under 
consideration,  apd  Mr.  Barnard  of  New  York 
having  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of 
the  bill,  giving  notice  that,  if  the  motion  prevailed, 
and  a  report  to  that  effect  should  be  made  to  the 
PJouse,  he  would  then  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Reaolvcd,  Thai  the  subject  of  making  provision  for  the  wants 
of  the  Treasury  be  referred  back  to  toe  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  with  instructions— 

tint.  To  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  borrow  ten  millions  of  dollars  ou  the  credit  of  the 
Government,  and  to  Issue  bonds  or  scrip  therefor. 

Second.  To.  bring  in  a  bill  imposing  duties  for  additional 
revenue  on  wines,  silks,  linens,  spices,  and  other  articles,  be* 
ing  luxuries,  imported  into  the  United  Stales;  but  in  such 
manner  as  not  to  oonflict  with  the  principles,  policy,  and  ■pi- 
nt of  the  act  of  March.  1833,  commonly  called  "iheCempro* 
mise  Act." 

After  Mr.  Adams  had  concluded  his  animated 
speech, 

Mr.  WILLIAM  COST  JOHNSON  of  Mary- 
land rose  and  obtained  the  floor,  but  was  re- 
quested by  Mr.  Wise  to  yield  it  for  a  short 
explanation. 

Mr.  Wise  having  concluded  his  remarks  in  re- 
sponse to  Mi.  Adams, 

Mr.  Johnson  proceeded  by  saying  that  bis  pur- 
pose in  gaining  the  floor  was  not  to  continue  the 
exciting  and  personal  discussion.  When  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  yielded 
the  floor  to  him  for  an  instant,  he  had,  if  he  might 
be  allowed  to  use  the  cant  expression  of  the  day, 
defined  his  position;  and  he  doubted  not  that  it  was 
fully  comprehended,  notwithstanding  the  intended 
sarcastic  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts. He  would*  however,  say  that  it  gave  him 
no  distress  of  mind  to  he  classed  wih  those  who 
thought  that  their  character  and  their  honor  were 
worth  being  preserved  and  protected.  Whilst  the 
gentleman  rebuked,  with  so  much  severity,  the 
consequences  which  grow  out  of  personal  discus- 
sions and  assaults,  *ho  was  there  so  fond  as  him- 
self in  generating  what  be*  denounced?  In  the 
whole  range  of  his  observation,  (Mr.  J.  said,)  he 
knew  of  no  one  who  seemed  more  to  lake  as  a  mo- 
del and  a  study  the  striking  characteristic  of  "Tarn 
O'Shanter's  wife"  than  that  gentleman — "of  nursing 
his  wrath  to  keep  it  warm."  He  did  not  envy,  nor 
would  he  discuss  the  propriety  or  morality  of,  such 
a  course;  but  would  proceed  briefly  to  explain  his 
main  object  in  claiming  the  attention  of  the  corn- 
miltee. 

[Mr.  P.  P.  Thomas  here  asked  Mr.  Johnson  to 
give  way  for  a  motion  that  the  committee  should 
rise.  Mr.  J.  said  he  would  as  willingly  conclude 
what  he  had  to  say  that  evening  as  in  the  morning; 
but,  as  h&  was  willing  to  consult  the  pleasure  of 
the  committee,  he  would  yield  the  floor  the  motion. 
The  motion  was  made  and  the  committee  rose.] 

Tne  next  day,  when  the  House  went  into  com- 
mittee, Mr.  Johnson  resumed  and  said  that  his 
purpose,  when  he  reached  the  hall  this  morning, 
was  to  occupy  not  more  than  five,  or  ten  minutes  of 
the  time  of  the  committee,  and  then  to  move  that 
the  committee  should  rise  and  report  the  bill 
and  amendments  te  the  House,  but  he  found 
the  House  had  resolved  to  continue  the  dis- 
cussion in  the  committee  until  seven  o'clock 
this  evening.  He  would  still,  however,  be  very 
brief  and  general  in  his  remarks,  as  he  had  pre- 
pared no  data,  and  it  was  the  farthest  from  his  pur- 
pose to  make  a  set  speech.  He  should  not  do  so 
because  he  had,  from  the  commencement,  been  op- 
posed to  the  scope  of  the  whole  discussion.  He 
was  opposed  to  it,  because  he  foresaw,  or  thought 
he  foresaw,  in  its  incipiency,  that  there  was  no  ob- 
ject of  public  and  permanent  good  to  be  attained— 


that  the  whole  discussion  was  thrown  open  merely 
for  argumentation.  He  believed  from  the  begin* 
ning.of  the  session,  that  the  party  which  controls 
in  this  hall — the  Administration  party  proper- 
meant  to  do  nothing,  studiously  intended  to  do 
nothing,  of  a  salutary  and  useful  character,  be- 
yond the  necessity  of  passing  the  usual  appropria- 
tion bills.  That  they  meant  to  adopt  no  measure 
of  general  relief  for  the  suffering  country — were 
for  allowing  the  session  to  pass  through  in  profit- 
less debate,  and  were  for  throwing  the  whole  re- 
sponsibility of  every  public  measure  on  the  Admi- 
nistration which  is  quickly  to  succeed  them.  Under 
this  full  and  firm  conviction  he  was  unwilling  to 
trespass  on  the  attention  of  the  committee,  or  waste 
time  which  might  much  more  properly  be  devoted 
to  the  consideration  of  private  bills,  and  measures 
which  could  not  be  tortured  into  party  questions. 
But  if  there  was  cne  solitary  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, of  cither  of  the  two  great  political  parties, 
who  believed  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  committee 
to  act  definitely  on  the  question  before  them— on 
any. great  measure  of  public  policy— any  general 
system  of  finance— any  enduring  and  abiding  mea- 
sure of  national  utility,  he  should  be  most  happy 
to  know  who  that  member  was,  and  he  would  ac- 
knowledge he  had  done  that  member  at  least  in- 
justice in  forming  the  conclusion  to  which  he  had 
arrived.  If  (said  Mr.  J.)  I  thought  that  this  com- 
mittee meant  or  intended  to  take  up  for  final  ac- 
tion the  great  questions  of  the  day,  I  should  be 
among  the  first  and  the  most  anxious  to  see  it  done, 
and  if  my  public  duly  should  admonish  me  to  give 
my  views,  I  should  do  it  most  cheerfully. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  would  not  go  into  a  discussion  of 
the  bill  immediately  before  the  committee,  in  rela- 
tion to  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,  because  he  had 
given  his  views  on  the  subject  in  sessions  gone  by. 
At  the  extra  session  of  Congress,  he  was  the  first 
who  gave  his  opinions  on  the  subject,  and  he  did 
not  feel  disposed  to  renew  or  repeat  them.  It  was 
enough  to  say  that  he  had  from  the  commencement 
opposed  the  whole  plan  and  system  of  Treasury. 
notes.  He  had  voted,  at  the  extra  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  subsequently,  against  the  emission  of 
Treasury  notes,  and  meant  to  do  so  again.  No 
amendment  of  the  bill  could  elicit  his  support  or 
vole  for  it.  He  went  against  the  measure  then  be- 
cause he  thought  it  unconstitutional,  and  he  had 
6een  nothing,  heard  nothing,  to  change  his  opinion. 
If  he  had  a  doubt  upon  his  mind  as  to  the  power, 
he  should  not  vote  for  the  measure,  because  the 
Constiiu'iou  p Dints  out  two  other  remedies  for 
every  emergency  to  wbich  the  Government  is  sub- 
ject in  its  fiscal  operations.  It  is  declared  in  the 
Constitution  that  Congress  shall  have  the  power  to 
borrow  money  and  to  raise  revenue  from  customs* 
H*  would  go  for  a  direct  loan  to  meet  the  instant 
emergenc} ;  he  would  have  gone  for  it  at  the  extra 
session,  and  he  would  go  heart  and  hand  for  a  mo- 
dification of  the  revenue  laws,  that  the  revenue  of  the 
Government  might  be  made  adequate  to  meet  the 
liabilities  of  the  nation.  He  would  most  cheerfully 
advocate  and  support  these  two  measures,  at  the 
same  moment  and  in  the  same  bill.  But,  as  he 
had  avowed  his  belief  that  the  Administration 
meant  to  do  nothing  for  the  permanent  policy  of 
the  nation,  he  was  willing  that  the  responsibility 
should  fall  on  the  Administration  in  relation  to  the 
measures  which  it  may  either  carry  forward  or 
omit;  and  be  would  not  leap  in  advance  of  this 
Administration  to  place  himself  in  the  van  of  the 
next.  He  shonld  let  this  Administration  pass 
through  all  its  course,  de  its  own  work,  as  it  has 
power  to  do,  in  its  own  way,  and,  when  the  next 
comes  into  power,  it  can  take  its  latitude  and  de- 
parture—can move  forward  with  a  knowledge  of 
the  past,  and  with  a  full  hope  of  the  future  to 
speed  iL 

Mr.  J.  said  he  was  not  in  his  seat  when  the  dis- 
cussion commenced,  and  had  not  heard  two  or 
three  speeches  made  early  in  the  debatr,  yet,  in  re- 
lation to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Barnard,)  who  had  moved  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  in  the  bill,  for  the 
purpose  of  offering  an  amendment,  which  is  now 
on  the  table,  to  wit,  that  revenue  shall  be  raised  by 
a  duty  on  luxuries,  taking  the  precaution  not  to  in- 
terfere with  the  compromise  act,  whilst  he  wooJ4 
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not  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  question,  even  thus 
presented,  he  would  give  an  opinion  so  far  as  to 
say  that  he  would,  with  great  ehe*  rfuintss,  vote  for 
it  But  he  did  not  expect  to  be  called  on  to  do  this 
for  the  committee  woo  Id  never  take  a  rote  on  the 
subject}  or,  if  it  went  to  the  House,  it  would  never 
be  passed  upon  at  this  session.  Bat,  having  alluded 
to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  he  relt  called  upon,  as  an  act  of  justice  to 
him,  to  say,  that  an  imputation  made  the  other  day, 
that  the  plan  was  concocted  in  the  dark,  was  a 
snbtle  and  canvassed  scheme,  the  result  of  caocnt 
or  hidden  deliberation;  that  it  was  a  secret  spring 
to  entrap  the  South,  for  the  purpose  of  imposing  a 
high  tariff  of  protection,  was,  in  every  rrspect,  on 
founded  and  groundless.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Adr.  Barnabd]  had  submitted  bis  pro- 
position to  him,  and  he  [Mr.  Jc  bnsom]  hail  candidly 
given  him  his  opinion,  which  was,  that  it  would  be 
useless  and  nugatory,  that  it  might  lead  to  discus- 
sion, but  no  could  be  anticipated  from  i»,  as  there 
would  be  oo  vote  taken;  and  the  gentleman  declared 
at  the  time,  that  be  would  move  it  as  his  own  indi- 
vidual opinion,  and  that  he  meant,  whilst  on  the 
floor,  to  debate  it  as  his  own  proposition. 

Mr.  Hunt  of  New  York  here  rose,  and  Mr. 
Johnson  gave  way  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  Humt  said  he  had  desired  speaking  upon  the 
bill  now  in  committee,  but  bad  hitherto  failed  in 
gettitg  the  floor;  and  after  the  order  which  had  been 
read  tbis  morning,  to  take  the  bill  ouc  of  committee 
at  seven  this  evening,  he  did  not  feel  any  disposition 
to  struggle  further  for  the  floor— he  con  Id  not  un- 
dertake to  speak  by  a  stop  watch.  He  would, 
therefore,  now  only  say  a  woid  in  reference  to  a 
prominent  topic  introduced  in  this  debate.  He 
alluded  to  the  tariff.  And  his  sole  object  was  to  dis- 
abuse, so  far  as  in  his  powrr,  Southern  gentlemen 
whom  he  felt  confident  wished  not  to  deceive  them- 
selves or  others  on  this  subject.  Mr.  H.  said  he 
represented  one  of  the  largest,  wealthiest,  and  most 
flourishing  manufacturing  districts  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  he  wished  to  say  for  that  district 
and  himself,  that  amongst  the  intelligent  and  pa- 
triotic men  of  that  district  engaged  iu  manufactures, 
there  was  no  disposition  nor  desire  to  interfere  in 
the  slightest  degree  with  the  spirit  of  the  compro- 
mise act.  In  the  revision  of  our  tariff  laws,  which 
must  soon  (at  all  event?)  take  place  in  reference  to 
the  revenues  necessary  to  carry  on  the  Government, 
his  constituents  would  desire  nothing  which  the  pa- 
triotic statesmen  of  the  South  would  themselves 
consider  objectionable. 

Mr.  Johnson  continued.  He  was  very  glad  to 
have  heard  the  remarks  which  bad  just  fallen  from 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  although 
his  allusion  was  to  a  different  gentleman  from  that 
State.  He  was  especially  happy  to  hear  what  had 
been  amid,  as  it  convinced  him  the  more  in  what  he 
was  about  to  say  to  those  of  his  friends  from  the 
South  who  have  been  so  extremely  captious  on 
the  •  question  of  the  tariff,  that  they  have  done 
the  mover  of  the  proposition  alluded  to  injustice, 
and  he  believed  that  whole  region  of  country  in* 
justice.  But  while  he  had  doubted  the  advantage 
of  introducing  the  proposition  at  this  time,  he  would 
say,  as  one  living  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line, 
that  he  approved  of  the  measure — thought  it  wise 
and  statesmanlike;  and  if  he  though ?  the  commit- 
tee was  in  a  temper  and  mood  to  go  into  an  ex- 
amination of  the  merits  of  the  quest.on,  he  would 
offer  an  argument  iu  its  support,  fie  differed  from 
some  of  bis  Southern  friends,  who  were  so  excited 
on  the  question.  He  differed  from  them— first  in 
principle,  and  next  in  policy.  He  differed  from 
them  in  principle,  because  he  thought  ibe  whote 
entire  question  one  proper  and  fit  to  be  talked 
about,  to  be  discussed:,  reasoned  on,  examined,  and 
decided  upon.  He  thought  it  fit  and  proper,  in  the 
Legislature  of  the  nation,  that  all  questions  of  po- 
litical consideration — all  questions  of  vast  national 
moment,  if  within  the  scope  and  jurisdiction  of 
Congress,  should  be  calmly  met.  and  deliberately 
discussed.  He  differed  with  many  of  bis  Sourhem 
friends  in  the  policy  of  their  course,  because,  as  the 
weakest  portion  of  the  Union  in  numbers,  they 
should  not  force  a  collision  with  the  North  when 
the  North  has  shown  no  disposition  to  urge  a  pro- 
tective tariff,  and  is  willing  that  the  spirit  of  the 


c  m promise  should  be  the  basis  of  a  new  adjust- 
ment of  the  revenue  laws.  Are  not  the  apprehen- 
sion* of  someSoutbein  gent 'e men  appeased  by  the 
disclaimer  made  the  other  (fay  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cosbing,]  and  by  a  si- 
milar disclaimer  just  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York?  Lei  it  be  remembered  that  these  gen- 
tlemen represent  the  strongest  and  most  opulent 
manufacturing  districts  in  their  respective  States. 
They  have  both  stated  that  the  alarm  uhicb  has 
been  sounded  is  unfounded,  and  that  they  are  wil- 
ling to  meet  the  South  on  a  proposition  in  confor- 
mity with  the  Compromise  act;  and  if  the  people  of 
the  South  say  that  they  prefer  a  revenue  adequate 
to  the  wants  of  the  Government  shall  be  raised  by  a 
tax  on  luxuries,  not  interfering  with  the  compro- 
mise act,  they  are  willing,  and  will  go  hand  and 
heart  with  them.  This  has  all  been  said,  and  yet 
we  find  gentlemen  on  this  floor  not  only  endeavor- 
ing to  fan  up  the  fires  which  have  been  exhausted . 
in  years  gone  by,  but  absolutely  to  fiet  the  cold 
ashes  into  beat  and  flames. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  would  again  ask  those  gentlemen 
who  commend  this  course  of  action,  whether,  as 
Southern  men,  they  are  cither  wise  or  judicious  in 
thus  trying  to  force  the  people  of  the  North  into  col- 
lision? What  pretence  had  they  to  do  so,  when 
the  Noitb  said  to  them,  adopt  your  own  plan  and 
we  will  go  with  you?  Is  there  a  State  in  the 
whole  South  which  can  ask  more  than  this?  Is  there 
one  that  is  so  anxious  for  strife  as  to  hoist  the  war- 
flag  when  it  has  no  enemy  lo  encounter? 

Mr.  J.  said  he  had  not  been  present  when  the 
debate  commenced,  having  been  detained  from  the 
Houfe  by  indisposition.  The  first  speech  which 
he  bad  heard  was  from  his  friend  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, [Mr.  Thompson]  It  was  as  pevch  so  re- 
plete with  argument,  yet  so  simple  and  clear  in  itself 
—so  full  of  practical  wisdom — that  he  subscribed 
mo&t  cheerfully  to  its  temper  and  its  reasoning.  He 
would  not  attempt  to  repeat  the  arguments,  because 
it  would  be  but  to  weaken  and  dilute  them;  and  to 
dwell  upon  their  force  would  be  bat  to  turn  tbe 
prism  to  give  varied  tints  and  more  blended  hues 
to  the  primitive  colore,  without-adding  to  their  num- 
ber or  their  beanty.  He  heard  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  NisbetJ  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rhbtt,]  and  to  his  sys- 
tem of  direct  taxation.  His  arguments,  also,  were 
complete  and  conclusive;  and,  as  a  Southern  man, 
he  most  cordially  gave,  his  assent  to  ibem — both 
to  their  spirit  and  their  letter.  They  had  been 
attempted  to  be  met,  but  not  in  the  spirit  in 
which  they  were  offered,  nor  on  their  meri  s 
—but  had  been  tortured  by  every  gentleman  who 
had  attempted  to  answer  ihem.  First,  by  as- 
suming that  the  argument  was  in  favor  of  a  tariff 
of  protection,  which  on  the  contrary  it  repudiated; 
and,  secondly,  by  asserting  that  the  North  wished 
to  force  a  high  protective  tariff  upon  the  South, 
which  the  Northern  members  openly,  and  again 
and  again,  hate  disavowed.  Failing  to  excite 
others,  gentlemen  have  themselves  become  excited; 
but  he  would  predict  that  the  excitement  would  be 
confined  to  that  hall.  It  would  meet  with 'no  re- 
sponse from*  tbe  refluent  voire  of  public  opinion. 
Gentlemen  warn  the  South  to  be  alar  Tied.  Why? 
for  whatl  Because  the  Northern  members  say,  in 
adjusting  a  great  national  question,  they  wish  to 
consult  with  the  Somh,  Is  tbis  more  than  they 
have  a  right  to  do?  Is  it  more  than  they  ought  to 
do?  Yet  are  we  appealed  to  to  stand  by  our  arms 
— to  attack  we  know  not  whom,  and  to  fight  for 
we  know  not  wba' !  He  had  himself,  in  the  short 
ec  urse  of  bis  life,  met  with  so  many  real  dangers, 
that  he  could  not  afford  to  be  so  prodigal  of  his 
courage  a?  to  expend  much  of  it  upon  intangible, 
if  not  imaginary,  difficulties.  He  could  not  return 
home  among  his  constituents  and  awaken  the 
echoes  of  his  native  mountain  with  th<»  bugle  note 
of  alarm,  or  excite  the  peaceful  and  industrious  in- 
habitants of  tne  rich  vales  and  green  slopes  with 
forebodings  of  evil.  Were  he  to  do  so,  they  would 
regard  him  as  wild  as  "the  goat  upon  the  hills." 
The  time  was  when  the  South  was  excited  on  the 
question  of  tbe  tariff,  partly  by  the  measure  itself, 
and  partly  from  political  considerations— there  was 
great  hostility  to  the  measure,  and  no  little  to  its  ad- 
vocates.   In  that  excitement,  other  questions  and 


other  interests  were  merged,  for  pet  haps  he  ought 
not  to  say  sacrificed.  The  great  grain-growing 
and  tobacco-growing  interests  of  his  own  region 
were  lost  sight  of  in  a  discussion  for  years  abont 
raw  cotton  and  manufactured  fabrics.  It  was  then 
said,  if  you  will  but  destroy  this  onerous  and  op- 
pressive measure  of  Government — if  you  will  also 
quite  destroy  tbe  odious  and  frightful  monster,  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  we,  who  have  been 
crushed  into  the  dust,  as  my  friend  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Alpord]  said  the  other  day,  the  cotton  inte- 
rest, will  revive — Southern  hopes  and  Southern 
prosperity  will  then  bloom  again— (he  cotton  inte- 
rest will  rear  up  its  drooping  head  amidst  the  de- 
luge of  national  oppression,  and  another  Eden  will 
present  itself  bright  and  joyous—  the  whole  Soach 
will  be  made  rich,  wealthy,  and  prosperous. 

Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  Johnson,)  I  must  be 
pardoned  if,  in  making  these  hurried  remarks,  I 
draw  the  memory  of  the  committee,  and  especially 
those  from  the  cotton-growing  region,  for  one  in- 
stant, back  to  the  state  of  things  which  existed  ax 
the  time  to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  which  have 
since  occurred. 

[Mr.  Alford,  of  Georeis,  here  rose,  and  asked 
his  friend  from  Maryland  to  give  war,  to  enable 
him  to  offer  a  word  of  explanation.  My  friend  (said 
Mr  A  )  having  alluded  to  me.  I  embrace  this  op- 
portunity to  make  a  short  explanation.  I  am  truly 
gratified  to  see  tbe  spirit  of  compromise  that  pre- 
vails here  this  morning,  in  regard  to  the  tariff  ques- 
tion, and  to  see  our  Northern  friends  agree  to  com- 
mit themselves  to  the  Compr»mis«.  And  I  would 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  with  all  hta  con- 
tempt for  what  some  others  from  the  South  have 
raid,  what  he  thinks  it  is  that  has  produced  this 
spirit  of  compromise  in  this  House?  The  gentle- 
man from  New  lork  [Mr.  Barnard]  certainly 
made  a  strong  remark  in  regard  to  a  protective  ta- 
riff, when  he  said  he  hoped  this  nation  would  make 
such  a  tariff  as  would  afford  some  protection  to  the 
manufacturer  of  the  North.  That  was  and  is 
strong  language,  and  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
lind  will  certainly  admit  tbe  fact,  even  now  pub- 
lished in  bis  printed  explanation  in  the  National  In* 
telligencer,  while  every  word  of  mine  and  of  the 

I  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  has  been  sup- 
pressed. I  again  say,  lam  happy  to  fee  the  spirit 
which  prevails  here  now;  and  if  gentlemen  had 
committed  themselves  at  first  as  distinctly  as  now, 
it  would  have  spared  me  the  trouble  of  saying  one 
word.  And  I  stated,  as  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land will  remember,  that  tbe  productions  of  bis 
district  are  very  different  from  those  of  mine. 

Mr.  BiRNAan  desired  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land to  allow  him  the  floor  for  one  moment.  He 
said  it  was  not  of  any  great  consequence  to  repeat 
what  he  had  already  stated;  but,  as  recently  the 
whole  course  of  debate  has  tended  to  a  misappre- 
hension of  what  he  had  at  first  said  in  reference  to 
the  bill,  he  would  now  say  that,  during  the  whole 
course  of  his  remarks  on  that  occasion,  he  did  not 
utter  one  word  in  the  least  degree  inconsistent  with 
the  remarks  made  yesterday — not  one  word— and 
he  would  beg  leave  to  read  a  single  sentence  from 
those  remarks: 

"I  hope  that  duties  on  Imports  will  be  bo  impoaed-lprtscrV 
ing,  as  I  hope  may  be  done,  without  sacrificing;  anvjrreai  aa- 


tioaal  Interest,  the  policy  of  the  Compromise  Act 


That, 


While 


we  shall  have  revenue  enough  to  meet  the  economical  wants  of 
Government,  the  rich  shall  not  escape  taxation  by  receavtec 
their  luxuries  free  of  duties,  the  poor  shall  be  relieved  from  on- 
due  and  heavy  hardens,  and  the  industry  of  the  country  shall 
be  protected  from  the  injurious  policy  and  measures  of  foreign 

These  remarks  (continued  Mr.  Baunabd)  are 
reported  with  great  accuracy,  and  the  only  one  is 
given  in  which,  speaking  of  the  future  and  not  of 
the  present,  a  misconstruction  could  arise:  yet, 
upon  this  slight  foundation,  had  a  mountain  of 
misapprehension  been  reared. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  he  should  not  go  into  any  in- 
vestigation of  the  fact  whether  the  disclaimer  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  ]Mr.  Cusbino,] 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  was  raa^e  before  or  sub- 
sequent to  the  speech  of  his  worthy  friend  from 
Georgia.  His  Impression  was,  that  the  disclaimer 
was  made  prior  to  (he  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Alfjrd.] 

Mr.  Cobbing  begged  leave  to  say  that  it  was  eor> 
rect,  as  has  been  suggested;  that  bis  remarks  vera 
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made  prior  to  ibose  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  and  whilst  up  he  won  Id  add,  that 
there  might  be  no  misunderstanding  in  regard  to 
bis  remarks,  that  whatever  might  be  the  precue 
meaning  of  the  Compromise  act,  was  a  very  so-* 
rious  question,  much  mooted  in  that  House.  As 
to  this,  he  said  nothing:  of  coarse,  saying  nothing 
as  to  what  may  be  the  precise  import  of  the  Com- 
promise act,  be  conld  not  have  undertaken  to  say, 
and  did  not  now  say.  whether  he  adhered  to  it  as  a 
specific  compact.  What  he  then  said,  what  he 
now  says,  u,  that  he  was  for  pursuing  a  spirit  of 
moderation,  compromise,  and  conciliation  on  this 
subject,  and  did  not  ask,  as  had  been  staled,  for  an 
extravagant  protective  tariff. 

Mr  Alpord  said:  He  alluded  more  particularly 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr-  Hunt,] 
who  bad  but  recenly  given  an  explanation. 

Mr.  Johnson  resumed,  and  said  he  should  not 
yield  the  floor  again,  unlos  some  remark  which  he 
might  make  should  render  an  explanation  necessa- 
ry; but  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, if  he  would  permit  him,  whether,  by  his 
present  remarks,  he  meant  to  qualify  or  vary  his 
remarks  made  the  other  day,  and  published  irf  the 
Inttlligenceil 

Mr.  Cusbino  said:  In  no  respect,  in  either  letter 
or  spirit. 

Mr.  Lincoln  said:  My  colleague  speaks  for  his 
constituent?,  and  not  mine. 

Mr.  Johnson  continued.  That  the  original  pro- 
position of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  may  be 
distinctly  understood,  he  would  ask  the  Clerk  to 
read  that  portion  of  it  which  alludes  to  the  plan  of 
raising  revenue,  and  to  the  Compromise  act.  It 
was  then  read  as  follows: 

"Second.  To  bring  in  a  bill  imposing  duties  for  additional 
revenue  on  wines,  silks,  linens,  and  spices,  and  other  articles, 
being  luxuries,  imported  into  the  United  States,  but  in  such 
manner  as  not  to  conflict  with  the  principles,  policy,  and  spirit 
Of  the  act  of  March,  1833,  commonly  called  *the  Compromise 
Act.'" 

Mr.  Johnson  said  that  his  object  in  requiring  the 
reading  of  the  proposition  was  to  revive  the  re- 
collection of  the  committee,  and  show  that  there 
was  no  hidden  mystery  in  it,  no  plan  or  object  to 
create  a  high  tariff,  or  to  disturb  the  legitimate  in 
tention  of  the  Compromise  act;  and  ihoogh  the  in- 
terruptions which  he  had  encountered  for  explana- 
tions had  kept  him  much  longer  on  the  floor  than 
he  expected  or  desired,  yet  he  must  express  his  gra- 
tification at  tbe  frank  avowal  of  his  friend  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Alford,]  and  was  pleased  to  find 
that  that  gentleman's  apprehensions  were  removed 
since  be  had  first  taken  the  floor.  He  disclaimed 
any  purpose  to  excite  feeling  or  prejudice  in  any 
quarter  «f  the  Union,  and  if  any  thing  he  bad  said 
had  been  felt,  it  was  not  owing  to  the  temper  or 
motive  in  which  it  had  been  uttered,  but  to  tbe  truth 
of  the  remark  itself. '  No  one  approved,  Mr.  J. 
said, more  than  he  did,  of  the  zeal  with  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  always  defended  his  position 
and  the  interests  of  his  State;  but  the  very  feelings 
which  actuated  him  should  convince  him  that  the 
right  of  opinion  and  discussion  should  be  allowed 
to  other  gentlemen  who  represented  other  interests 
on  this  floor— imeretts  which  were  not  antagoBisti- 
cal>  but  far  more  harmonious  and  homogeneous 
than  some  members  believed.  His  object  in  in- 
viting attention  to  the  past  was  to  understand  bet- 
ter the  present,  so  that  tbe  policy  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment could  be  wisely  directed  to  the  future.  It 
was  for  that  purpose  alone  that  he  hid  alluded  to 
to  the  state  of  facis  which  bad  existed  but  a  few 
years  ago,  and  the  arguments  then  urged.  These 
he  wished  to  contrast  with  the  present  state  of 
things,  and  desired  that  gentlemen  would  reconcile 
and  explain  them,  so  that  he  might  vote  under- 
stand ingly,  and  conceive  aright  the  existing  and 
future  course  of  policy  to  be  pursued  in  legislating 
for  the  whole  country.  To  this  end,  and  with  this 
*  view,  he  was  going  to  show,  when  be  was  inter- 
rupted by  bis  friend  from  Georgia,  [air.  Alford,] 
that  at  tbe  time  of  the  high  excitement,  a  few 
years  ago,  in  the  South,  we  had  a  National  United 
States  Bank  and  a  tariff— that  it  was  then  urged 
that  these  ware  the  causes  of  great  oppression  to 
the  cotton-growing  interests.  Mow  the  facts  which 
he  wished  to  present  were  those  drawn  from  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  1836, 
'"  on  the  subject  of  cotton,  by  resolution,  of  Congress, 


and  from  Fortune's  *t<-cks.  In  1801,  ihc  amount 
of  cotton  exported  from  the  TJoited  States  was 
about  tweny-one  millions  of  pounds,  and  it  gradu- 
ally increased  until  1636,  when  it  amounted  to  four 
hundred  and  twenty-two  or  three  millions  of 
pounds.  For  tbe  greater  portion  of  that  time  the 
bank  existed  and  the  tariff  was  in  force,  and  during 
all  that  long  periol,  with  all  the  vicissitudes  of 
commercial  fluctuation  and  misfortune — all  the  in- 
cidents of  exchanges  and  currrency,  th?  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  informs  Congress  that  the  average 
price  of  cotton  was,  from  1801  to  1836,  sixteen 
cents  per  pound.  He  al-o  states  that,  at  ten  cents 
per  pound,  the  culture  of  cotton  afforded  a 
good  profit  to  the  producer,  and  the  authority  to 
which  he  had  referred  will  show  that,  within  that 
period,  after  pacing  all  the  expenses  of  labor  and 
production  and  investment,  over  and  beyond  a  pro- 
fitable regular  business,  at  ten  cents  per  pound,  the 
cotton  planters  resized  a  profit  of  upwards  of  six- 
ty millions  of  pounds  sterling. 

But  the  TJoited  States  Bank  hat  been  destroyed, 
the  tariff  has  almost  entirely  faded  away  by  the 
graduating  Compromise  act,  and  how  stands  the 
price  of  cotton  now?  Has  it  averaged  since  1836 
sixteen  cents  per  pound?  Does  it  sell  at  this  mc- 
ment  for  half  that  price?  We  all  know  that  it 
does  not.  Mr.  J.  said  he  would  be  pleased  if  some 
gentleman  would  explain  the  cause  of  the  present 
low  price  of  that  important  stapK  Caa  they  re- 
concile the  present  low  prices  with  tbe  sophistry 
of  "the  forty  bales  theory." 

[Mr.  Thompson  of  Mississippi  here  said  that  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  to  the  price  of  cotton  between  1828  and 
1832.] 

Mr.  Johnson  responded,  that  it  was  not  his  pur- 
pose to  dwell  on  details,  bat  he  spoke  of  general 
propositions  and  manifest  facts  He  knew  that 
the  price  of  cotton  varied  between  those  years,  and 
that  it  varied  between  the  year  1801  and  1836;  that 
sometimes  it  rose  as  high  as  twenty-five  and  thirty 
cents;  but  he  was  speaking  of  'he  average  price  as 
giren  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  was 
anxious  to  see  conclusions  drawn  by  others  from 
the  facts  which  he  had  presented,  as  these  facts  for- 
cibly impressed  his  mind  with  (he  belief  that  the 
question  of  revenue  should  be  settled  by  calm  rea- 
son, and  not  by  impassioned  declamation,  ad- 
dressed to  tbe  fears  rather  than  to  the  understand- 
ing of  the  committee.  He  did  not  mean  to  ur«e  a 
protective  tariff,  but  was  most  strenuously  opposed 
to  a  system  of  direct  taxation  on  the  pan  of  the 
General  Government,  and  the  only  plan  to  obviate 
it  was  to  raise  ie venue  from  importations.  He 
was  free  to  avot*  that  he  was  in  favor  of  such  a 
modification  of  the  revenue  laws  as  would  supply 
sufficient  means  to  support  all  the  legitimate  wants 
of  the  Government.  As  a  Sonthern  man,  he  was 
unwilling  that  the  interests  of  the  South  should  be 
made  subservient  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  pros- 
perity of  the  North,  but  he  had  no  apprehensions  of 
this  nature.  Tbe  factories  of  tbe  North  stand  on 
existing  laws,  and  are  sufficiently  protected  and  es- 
tablished to  go  on  themselves,  without  legfclaiive 
protection.  The  manufactures  of  tie  North,  who 
are  well  established,  desire  no  protective  tariff— 
they  are  too  sagacious  to  request  it — because  it 
would  invite  competition,  and  bring  new  capital 
and  labor  to  compete  with  them.  The  increased 
supply  would  prod  ace  increased  competition  in  the 
market,  and  the  consequences,  which  always  fol- 
low, of  reduced  prices.  They  know  this,  and  will 
not  ask  you  for  a  high  protective  tariff.  The  next 
proposition  for  tbe  aid  of  the  Government  to  pro- 
tect manufactures  will  come,  not  from  tbe  north  ef 
Maryland,  but  from  the  south,  if  it  come  at  all — 
from  the  hills  of  Virginia,  from  the  iron  and  coal 
regions.  The  people  of  those  regions  may  in  time 
begin  to  examine  whether  it  would  not  be  better  for 
their  interests  to  encourage  the  establishment  of 
factories  at  home  than  to  depend  upon  tbe  work- 
shops of  Europe— rather  than  pay  for  the  labor  of 
the  North,  the  profits  of  the  manufacturer,  tbe 
charge  of  transportation,  and  the  gains  of  tbe 
wholesale  and  retail  merchant.  These  inquiries 
may  arise  In  those  regions  of  the  South  where  tbe 
raw  material  is  in  a  state  of  crude  nature— where 
the  water  courses  are  not  at  yet  intercepted,  **  *l 


'the  North,  If  factories,  but  whs  re  they  flow  on  to 
tbe  bosom  of  the  ocean,  as  unimpeded  as  when  the 
morning  star  first  rejoiced  in  the'  east  You  may 
find  that  the  people  of  Virginia,  ay,  even  Virginia, 
may  see  in  time  that  they  should  like  to  be  placed 
under  the  same  protection  that  other  portions  of  the 
country  have  been — that  they  should  like  to  see  all 
the  dormant  capital  quickened  into  power  and  use- 
fulness. He  should  not  urge  them  to  ask  a  protec- 
tive tariff;  ftr  while  tbe  interests  of  the  North  do 
not  require  it,  the  feelings  of  the  South  are  not 
ready  for  it. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  believed  the  people  of  tbe  South 
were  in  advance  of  their  politicians.  The  cotton 
region  may  find  that  Texas,  with  her  genial  climate 
and  fertile  soil,  may  enter  into  formidable  competi- 
tion in  the  cotton  market;  and  they  who  are  now  so 
loud  against  protection,  may  look  with  more  calm- 
ness on  questions  of  political  economy.  He  had 
seen  factories  of  cotton  at  Lynchburg,  and  manu- 
facturing establishments  at  Richmond.  The  coal, 
iron,  and  water  power  contiguous  may  yet  deve- 
lope  umold  wealth.  Coal  and  iron  in  its  vicinage 
gives  Wales  its  wealth  and  prosperity ;  and  what 
American  but  frets  that  this  nation  should  pay 
to  England  alone,  during  the  last  ten  years, 
eighty-five  millions  of  dollars  for  tbe  single  arti- 
cle of  iron?  an  amount  equal  to  what  the  Pre- 
siden,  computes  to  be  tbe  entire  amount  of  gold 
and  silver  in  this  country,  though  be  did  not  be- 
lieve there  were  fifty  millions  of  specie  in  the 
nation  at  this  time.  That  the  cotton  interest 
in  the  South  is  depressed  is  most  true,  and  no 
one  was  more  anxious  than  himself  to  see  it  flou- 
rish. But  direct  taxation  would  not  accelerate  its 
embarrassment,  because,  by  the  Constitution,  the 
sl&veholding  jregion  would  have  most  to  pay.  The 
gold  mines  of  the  Sooth  gire  but  little  wealth  to 
tbe  nation,  and  he  was  the  last  man  to  urge  a  peo- 
ple to  be  gold  hunters.  When  Spain  abandoned 
her  workshops,  and  expe)le4  the  Moors,  who  were 
her  best  mechanics,  she  built  up  factories,  with 
bordering  nations,  which  gave  them  wealth  in  com- 
merce and  men  in  war.  The  immense  amount  of 
bullion  which  was  brought  her  by  the  discovery  of 
the  new  world,  and  her  extended  commerce,  could 
not  make  her  independent;  all  the  gold  and  silver 
which  her  cojonists  dug  up,  and  all  the.  bullion 
which  was  extorted  from  her  conquered  provinces, 
wete  insufficient  to  pay  other  nations  for  those  very 
luxuries  and  articles  with  which  she  once  supplied 
all  Europe;  and,  gradually  degenerating  from  that 
time,  Spain  has  become  what  she  is  now— the 
orumbtiog  corner  of  a  once  mighty  empire.  What 
was  tbe  b$st  mode  of  supplying  the  wants  of  the 
Government,  was  tbe  true  question  to  be  consider* 
ed.  Other  questions  which  might  arise  were  inei 
dental — the  balance  cf  trade  for  instance,  involv- 
ing in  inielf  the  question  of  currency.  He  would 
not  go  into  an  examination  of  these,  because  he 
wanted  information  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
Treasury,  and  no  one  could  give  him  that  know- 
ledge, for  no  two  agreed  upon  (he  subject.  He 
would  not  take  a  step  in  the  dark,  and  while  he 
bad  no  light  he  would  pause.  When  a  proposi- 
tion'for  protection,  direct  or  incidental,'  shaft  be 
presented,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  discuss  it;- but 
be  was  free  to  confess  that  he  was  anxious  to  see 
agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce,  advance 
hand  in  band  in  this  nation.  We  eahnot'be  pros- 
perous without  their  high  advancement;  ancjhe  be- 
lieved that  time  would  prove  that  manufactures 
were  as  important  u>  the  South  as  to  the  North.  la 
the  South,  they  would  give  greater  independence  in 
time  of  peace,  and  in  time  of  commotion  within, 
or  war  without,  they  would  give  the  assurance  of 
protection  to  our  institutions.  Even  in  Eutopia, 
where  its  best  wisdom'  is  borrowed  from  Plato's 
Commonwealth,  Sir  Thomas  Moore,  in  this  turn* 
ideal  of  a  happy  people,  would  have  them  tilt  the 
land  and  pursue  the  mechanic  arts  by  turns,  shift- 
ing the  population  in  regular  rotation  from  town, to 
country.  He  would  have  the  whole  people  ac- 
quainted with  mechanics  and  the  useful  arts.  ' 

Mr.  J.  «aid  he  had  been  in  Canada,  and  seen 
the  system  of  colonial  dependence  ■■  a  dependence 
which  showed  poverty,  ignorance*  and  stupidity  in 
the  people,  when  contrasted  with  tote  of  the 
States.    Hehadseentaewhip^wu^laeBidethe 
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waterfall  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  where  five  hundred 
dollars  woald  have  baili  a  complete  saw -mil);  and 
ao  in  all  other  matters,  and  why?  Because  the 
mother  country  did  not  countenance  manufactories 
in  Canada.  It  was  the  same  policy  which  she  had 
panned  towards  these  States  when  colonies;  every 
effort  was  made  to  stifle  the  genius  and  enrb  the 
enterprise  of  the  people.  Manufactures  of  all 
kinds  were  discouraged,  and  every  thing  was  to  be 
preenred  from  the  workshops  of  the  mother  coun- 
try. To  foster  and  encourage  her  manufactures  at 
home— to  find  employment  for  her  surplus  popula- 
tion—to afford  her  the  means  and  articles  of  traf- 
fic, the  policy  was,  as  it  now  is,  and  ever  will  be, 
to  make  her  colonists  believe  that  every  article  of 
comfort,  every  instrument  of  art,  and  every  im- 
ment  of  industry,  could  be  made  cheaper  and  bet- 
ter in  the  mother  country;  and  thus  the  colonists, 
continuing  the  mere  producers  of  the  raw  material, 
should  remain  forever  tributaries — tributaries  to 
an  exaction  from  which  no  industry,  no  patient  la- 
bor, could  relieve  them. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  would  not  discuss  the  power  of 
the  Government  to  give  protection,  nor  would  he 
discuss  the  pelicy  of  such  an  exercise  of  power;  it 
was  unnecessary;  but  reverting  to  what  bad  oc- 
curred in  the  past  history  of  this  country,  aad  what 
might  be  its  future  policy,  he  would  remind  gentle- 
men, and  particularly  his  Virginia  friends,  that  the 
first  movement  in  reference  to  the  encouragement 
of  domestic  manufactures  was  from  Virginia;  and 
that  Mr.  Madison  had  urged  it,  as  was  shewn  hy 
his  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Monroe,]  who 
had  read  the  preamble  of  the  second  law  passed 
by  Congress,  prepared  and  written  by  that  sage 
statesman;  and  to  would  further  remind  them  that 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1816,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Austin, 
repudiated  the  views  he  entertained  when  the  Notes 
on  Virginia  were  first  published;  and  advancing, 
as  he  says,  with  his  country,  declared  that,  to  be 
independent  for  the  comforts  of  life,  we  most  fabri- 
cate them  ourselves;  we  must  place  the  manufac- 
turer by  the  side  of  the  agriculturist;  and,  further, 
that  experience  had  taught  him  that  manufactures 
are  as  necessary  to  our  independence  as  to  our 
comfort. 

Mr.  J.  said  his  own  devotion  to  the  interests  of 
the  South  rested  on  more  than  mere  professions, 
and  be  bad  given  such  evidences  of  this  at  no  one 
would  question.  He  had  but  alluded  to  certain 
facts  and  circumstances  tq  admonish  his  Southern 
friends  not  to  force  collisions  that  were  unneces- 
.aary,  and  to  avoid  excitements  when  tbey  were  un- 
productive of  good  in  any  quarter.  He  bad  been 
constrained,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  to  request 
gentlemen  from  the  South  to  speak  for  themselves 
aad  for  their  constituents,  and  not,  in  the  benevo- 
lence of  their  nature,  to  take  the  whole  South  un- 
der their  especial  charge.  He  was  not  annoyed, 
but  often  amused,  when  some  member  from  that 
region  rose  and  spoke  as  if  he  were  armed  with  the 
thunder  of  Jove,  to  threaten,  command,  or  destroy 
—when  such  member  would  draw  the  circle  of  the 
South  as  contracted  as  possible  around  himself,  so 
as  to  make  himself  the  centre — the  peculiar  repre- 
sentative of  the  South.  It  reminded  him  of  a 
Mandarin  in  some  Chinese  circular  battery,  which 
has  bristling  cannon  pointed  in  every  direction,  but 
the  commander,  filled  with  apprehension  on  the 
appearance  of  the  first  sail,  without  waiting  to  see 
whether  it  be  a  harmless  merchantman  or  a  ship 
of  war,  orders  a  general  fire,  when  a  loud  discharge 
will  ensue;  the  balls  flying  in  every  direction,  sel- 
dom reaching  the  enemy,  and  often  doing  great  in- 
jury to  friends  around.  He  regretted  to  find  that 
members  wereaniious  to  draw  a  distinction  among 
the  Whigs— of  Republican  and  National  Republi- 
can Whigs.  He  could  perceive  no  beneficial  ob- 
ject in  it.  Such  gentlemen  should  remember  that 
General  Jackson  was  a  high  tariff  man;  Mr.  Van 
.  Buren  was  also  ultra  on  that  question.  And,  if  he 
♦  might  be  allowed  to  make  the  allusion  to  a  gentle- 
man who  often  alluded  to  him  in  debate,  he  would 
amy  that,  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  the  venerable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  bad 
stated  more  than  ones  on  the  floor  that  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  tariff  bill  of  1888,  and  Only  signed  it 
when  President  because  he  did  not  think  it  repub- 
lican aiid  prope*  to  internese  his  veto  between  the 


representatives  of  the  people  and  the  people  them" 
selves.  Mr.  J.  was  himself  willing  to  share  in  the 
censure,  if  any  might  so  regard  it,  v.hich  might  be 
attached  to  those  who  had  opposed  Gen.  Jackson! 
for  he  had  never  supported  hts  pretensions  to  the 
Presidency,  for  one  moment,  in  thought,  word,  or 
deed,  and  could  repose  quietly  on  his  pillow  with 
the  reflection.  It  was  most  true  that  be  had  never 
assailed  bis  military  reputation,  for  he  never  had 
felt  prouder  than  when,  in  his  youth,  he  had  stood 
upon  the  battle-field  of  New  Orleaus— that  field 
where  Gen.  Jackson  had  won  his  proudest  fame. 
He  always  rejoiced,  as  an  American,  in  Jackson's 
martial  renown,  and  w^hed  the  chap  let  to  be  pe- 
rennial which  he  had  won  in  arms  am  d  the  savan- 
nas and  morasses  of  the  South.  The  military  re- 
putation of  such  men  was  the  property  of  the  na- 
tion, and  he  would  be  the  last  to  have  it  tarnished. 
Thus,  when  he  thought  an  assault  bad  been  made 
upon  the  reputation  of  the  President  elect,  a  few 
days  ago,  he  rebuked  >it;  and  the  ardor  of  his  feel- 
ings must  be  his  explanation  to  the  House  for  (he 
decided  point  of  his  remarks  on  the  occasion. 

Mr.  J.  then  took  a  rapid  glance  at  many  ques- 
tions which  had  been  introduced  in  the  discussion, 
and,  among  others,  the  question  of  distributing  the 
proceeds  ot  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
States. 

He  said  he  would  not  discuss  the  question  then, 
unless  the  friends  of  the  bill  just  sent  from  the  Se- 
nate, in  relation  to  pre-emption  and  graduation, 
should  be  (orced  to  vote  upon  it,  which  he  did  not 
expect  after  the  postponement  of  the  debate  on  his 
amendment  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  RswoLds,]  of  a  similar  cha- 
racter. If  he  was  disappointed  in  his  opinion,  he 
wonld  be  pleased  if  the  friends  of  that  measure 
would  frankly  so  inform  him,  for  he  would  ure 
that  opportunity  to  answer  the  arguments  urged 
against  the  plan  of  distribution,  and  give  the  rea- 
sons which  actuated  him  in  advocating  ir.  In  the 
silence  of  the  House,  he  woald  dismiss  the  subject 
without  further  remark;  bur,  before  he  resumed 
bis  seat,  he  must  be  allowed  to  express  dissent 
from  the  warm  denunciation  which  had  been  made 
against  the  propriety  of  calling  an  extra  session  of 
Congress.  He  knew  that  arguments  could  be 
urged  both  for  and  against  the  measure;  but  it  was 
not  the  time  or  the  place  for  discussion.  It  was 
the  business  of  the  Executive  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion, from  the  facts  which  should  come  before  him 
after  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  and  he  would 
not  interfere  with  the  Executive  duties.'  It  was 
not  the  calling  of  the  extra  session  that  destroyed 
Mr.  Van  Buren 's  administration,  but  it  was  the 
manner  of  his  approach  to  Congress,  after  he  had 
convened  them.  He  came  with  a  threatened  veto 
in  one  hand,  and  the  Sub-Treasury  in  the  other, 
and,  having  already  the  sword,  virtually  demanded 
of  Congress  to  give  him  the  purse  ajso.  The  bold- 
ness and  folly  of  such  a  course  will  be  a  lesson  to 
every  Executive  in  future,  and  the  day  will  be  far 
distant  before  such  another  blunder  or  act  of  teme- 
rity will  be  perpetrated.  Instead  of  throwing  him- 
self upon  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  after  making 
his  simple  recommendation  of  measures,  he  was 
for  dictating,  unconditionally,  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people.  It  became  a  war  between 
Congress  and  the  President,  and  the  people  took 
sides,  as  they  always  will,  for  the  independence  of 
their  immediate  representatives  and  agents.  The 
people,  in  decreeing  a  change  of  men,  rlecided  that 
they  wanted  a  change  of  policy.  If  Congress  is 
not  convened,  the  measures  of  'be  present  Admi- 
nistration will  continue  in  force  for  twelve  or  eigh- 
teen months  longer.  New  books  will  be  of  little 
value  or  service  unless  they  are  placed  in  the 
hands  of  falthfoi  bookkeepers;  and  books  and  book- 
keepers are  of  but  little  consequence  unless  we 
have  withal  wise  and  practical  legislation.  The 
"state  eno"  doctrine,  he  believed,  was  not  what 
the  Whigs  had  been  contending  for  through  a  long 
series  of  anxious  years.  All  business '  has  been 
standing  still  long  enough,  and  life,  vigor,  energy, 
confidence,  should  be  infused  by  wise  legislation 
and  decisive  Executive  action,  that  the  interests  of 
the  whole  country  may  advance,  with  renewed  im- 
pulse, to  an  enlarged  prosperity. 
He  was  as  much  opposed  to  embarrass  the  Exe- 


cutive  which  is  quickly  to  supersede  the  present,  as 
be  was  that  the  Executive  should  interfere  imprc- 

Srjy  with  the  legislative  rights  and  duties  of  Uiis 
ouse.  He  was  as  little  devoted  to  Executive 
power,  influence,  or  patronage,  as  any  one.  He 
was  glad  that  there  had  been  a  change  of  Execu- 
tive functionaries,  but  be  could  no»,  like  the  moun- 
tain Swiss,  chime  his  merry  anthem  at  the  selling 
sun,  nor,  like  the  devout  Persian,  prostrate  himself 
before  the  rising.  That  the  leading  measures  of 
the  next  Administration  may  be  opposed  by  sons 
who  have  aided  to  bring  it  into  power,  it  is  but  na- 
tural to  suppose;  but  he  believed  that,  so  anxious 
were  the  people  to  see  a  new  order  of  things,  of 
men  and  measures,  that  many  of  the  most  zealous 
in  opposing  the  election  of  Gen.  Harrison  would 
honestly  yield  their  support  to  such  measures  as 
they  might  be  convinced  wonld  redound  to  the  be- 
nefit of  the  country.  He  did  not  expect  that  men 
politicians  would  do  this,  but  men  whose  only  inte- 
rest and  object  were  the  prosperity  of  the  nation 
and  the  advancement  ef  the  public  welfare.  For 
himself,  at  least,  he  would  say,  that  he  woald 
pause  long  and  anxiously  before  he  would  take 
any  step  or  position  to  embarrass  the  coming  Ad- 
ministration. But,  should  a  sense  of  public  duty 
even  make  such  a  course  necessary,  he  trotted  that 
the  evidence  of  twelve  years*  continued  opposition 
to  the  leading  men  and  measures  of  the  dominant 
party  was  proof  enough  that  a  long  war  neither 
tired  his  patience  nor  subdued  his  energy.  He 
trusted,  however,  he  should  never  be  pat  to  the 
test.  He  would  indulge  in  no  forebodings,  antici- 
pate do  follies;  for  sufficient  unto  the  day  was  the 
evil  thereof.  He  had  given  his  opinions  of  the 
Executive,  and  expressed  his  confidence  in  the  Ad- 
ministration which  was  about  to  succeed.  He 
should  not  change  that  opinion  or  abate  that  confi- 
dence without  abundant  cause. 


REMARKS  OP  MR.  EVERETT, 

OF  VERMONT, 
In  the  Houh  of  Repruentaiwtt,  Sahwdey ,   Ftbnugf 

13, 1841— On  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 

Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Pickens  having  moved  that  the  report  be 
la«d  on  the  table  and  printed — 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  that,  as  the  report  em- 
braced the  case  of  the  Caroline  as  well  as  that  of 
McLeod,  (which  alone  bad  been  submitted,;  he 
should  move  to  print  all  the  documents  /efafing  to 
both  cases.  They  had  been  heretofore  published, 
from  time  to  time,  at  communicated  to  tke  House. 
He  desired  to  bring  them  together  on  this  occasion, 
to  enable  the  House  and  the  country  dnlylo  appre- 
ciate the  report,  and  the  measures  taken  by  the 
Executive  to  preserve  our. neutrality.  He  thought 
that,  since  the  affair  of  the  Caroline,  every  thing 
had  been  done  which  the  means  within  the  control 
of  the  Executive  enabled  it  to  do.  He  then  seat 
to  the  Chair  a  list  of  the  documents,  (House  Doc 
25th  Cong.  3d  Sess.  Nos.  64,  73,  74,  from  pajre  15 
to  the  end;  76,  302,  and  of  26th  Gong.  3d  Sess. 
No.  33,  of  28ih  Deo.  1840,  and  4th  Jan.  1841;  the 
Neutrality  Act  of  March  10, 1838,  and  the  Presi- 
dent's Proclamations  of  5th  Jan.  and  21*t  Nov. 
1838,)  which  he  moved  to  have  printed  with  the 
report. 

[Mr.1  QaiifoKR,  Mr.  Pickers,  and  Mr.  Adams 
took  part  in  the  debate  on  the  report.] 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  that,  but  for  the  remarks 
of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  he  should  not  have  taken  part  in 
the  debate.  He  now  felt  it  due  to  himself,  as  a 
dissentient  member  of  that  committee,  to  state,  ja 
part,  the  grounds  of  his  dissent. 

The  report  relates  to  matters  of  the  gravest  im- 
port, and  which  are  now  the  subject  of  diplomatic 
discussion  between  the  two  Governments— a  dis- 
cussion confided  by  the.  Constitution  to  the  Execu- 
tive. He  felt  great  embarrassment  in  debating  sub- 
jects of  this  character  and  importance  with  open 
doors.  It  was  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  do 
full  justice  to  the  subject,  or  to  ourselves,  without 
danger  of  saying  things  that  should  not  be  heard 
beyond  these  walls.  I  yield,  said  he,  to  the  restraint 
imposed  by  the  time  and  the  place.  I  shall  endea- 
vor to  say  nothing  that  should  not  be  heard  by  all. 
In  the  committee-room  there  was  ao  lestraim.    I 
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*aid  things  there  that  I  shall  not  say  here.  Perhaps 
I  ought  rather  to  congratulate  myself  on  being  now 
thus  restricted,  than  to  complain  of  it,  as  in  some 
of  my  views  I  stood  alone  in  the  committee. 

Sir,  in  my  jndgment  ihe  report  is  uncalled  for — 
ill-timed—and  a  worse  than  useless  interference 
with  the  duties  of  the  Executive.  The  discussion 
h  now  pending  between  the  two  Governments. 
The  documents  were  communicated  merely  in  an- 
swer to  a  calf  of  the  House.  The  Execu'ive  has 
not  asked  either  for  its  opinien  or  action.  At  this 
time,  why  should  either  be  desired?  And  what  is 
the  time  chosen  to  put  forth  the  gratuitous  opi- 
nions of  the  majority — rail,  as  the  honorable  chair- 
man has  said,  of  a  bare  majority — of  a  political 
majority  of  the  committee?  One  Administration  is 
about  going  out  of  power.  In  twenty  days  it  will 
expire,  and  another  succeed.  Without  intending 
any  disrespect  to  the  majority  of  the  committee,  I 
ask,  is  it  proper,  is  it  decorous  thus  to  attempt  to 
embarrass  the  incoming  Administration — to  com- 
promit  its  course  on  subjects  so  delicate— so  im- 
portant? The  report  is  little  short  of  an  officious 
interference  of  one  Administration  with  things  that 
belong  to  another. 

Bur,  sir,  without  regard  to  a  change  ot  Adminis- 
tration, is  this  interference  proper  or  useful?  Our 
foreign  relations  are  committed  to  the  Executive. 
Negotiations  can  be  conducted  only  by  the  Execu- 
tive. When  they  are  at  an  end,  this  Hou«e — both 
Rouses  most  act.  Congress  alone  caa  dictate  the 
ulterior  measures.  E  do  not  mean  to  say  there  are 
not  cases  in  which  either  House  may,  pending  a 
negotiation,  exprrss  its  opinions.  If  the  Executive 
be  remiss  in  his  duty — if  he  pursue  a  course 
deemed  wrong  in  principle,  or  dangerous  in  incon- 
sequences— or  if  the  Executive  seek  its  opinion, 
with  a  view  to  give  effect  to  its  measures,  it  may 
be  very  proper  for  either  House  to  express  it.  Bat, 
sir,  the  report  bas  none  of  these  grounds  for  its 
support.  It  is  entirely  uncalled  for,  and  its  f  fleet 
may  be  to  compromit  the  Executive  to  a  course 
that  its  better  judgment  would  decline;  and  to  pro- 
duce an  excitement  in  the  country  that  may  create 
additional  embarrassments,  and  new  obstacles  to 
the  final  adjustment  of  our  controversies  with  Great 
Britain. 

I  pass  the  di*cassive  character  of  the  report — its 
reference  to  subjects  not  referred—its  (to  me) 
somewhat  exceptionable  language — and  come  to 
the  matter  referred — the  case  of  Alexander  McLeod. 
That  case,  and  that  atone,  was  refeired  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  to  that  alone  should  the  report  have 
been  confined.  That  case,  though  connected  with 
the  case  of  the  Caroline,  rerts  on  different  princi- 
ples. The  case  ot  Mr.  McLeod,  as  presented  in 
the  documents,  is  entirely  separate  and  distinct 
from  the  question,  whether  the  destruction  of  the 
Caroline  was  or  was  not  justifiable. 

I  desired  that  no  report  should  be  made  while  the 
negotiations  were  pending  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. In  my  opinion,  no  opinion  or  action  of  this 
House  was,  at  this  time,  required.  I  will  now 
read  to  the  House  a  statement  of  the  negotiations 
to  this  time,  so  far,  and  so  far  only,  as  is  necessary 
to  the  case  of  McLeod — and  to  show  that  his  case, 
as  well  as  the  Caroline,  are  now  the  subjects  of  di- 
plomatic discussion  between  the  two  Governments. 
Before  I  fit  down,  I  will  also  submit  to  tbe  House 
the  substitute  submitted  to,  and  rejected  by 9  the 
committee.  I  will  here  take  leave  to  say  that  I  have 
given  this  subject  the  most  careful  consideration, 
without  party  views  or  party  feelings.  It  is  above 
and  beyond  all  party  considerations: 

'The  Cam  oKAlbx&hdbr  MoLjbod,— The  facte  material  to 
the  subject  submitted  to  the  committee  are,  that,  on  the  night  of 
tbe  29th  December,  1837,  ajdeiachmeut  of  the  Britiah  forces  sta- 
tioned at  Chippewa,  in  the  Prormce  of  Upper  Canada,  croeeed 
the  Niagara  to  Schloaser,  id  the  Stale  of  New  York,  and  there 
made  a  hostile  attack  on  the  steamboat  Caroline,  the  property  of 
an  American  citizen,  killed  and  wounded  a  number  of  Ameri- 
can citizens,  captured  the  boat,  towed  her  into  the  current,  set 
heron  fire,  and  sent  her  in  flames  oyer  the  falls. 

"On  the  6th  January,  1838,  the  Secretary  of  State  communi- 
cated to  Mr.  Fox,  (he  British  Minister,  a  copy  of  the  evidence 
famished  to  the  Department  of  this  "extraordinary  outrage, 
committed  from  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Province  of  Upper 
&  on  the  persons  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
within  the  jurisdiction  or  the  State  of  New  York;'  and 


manding  the  militia  in  her  Majesty's  service,  and  that  he  (Sir 
Francis)  approved  the  act. 

"On  the  22J  May,  Mr.  Stevenson  presented  the  subject  to  the 
consideration  of  her  Majesty's  Government.  After  referring  to 
those  avowals,  he  said  that,  'undef  such  circumstances,  it  was 
not  to  have  been  expected  that  the  whole  proceeding  could  be 


regarded  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  any  other 
light  than  as  a  manifest  act  of  hostile  and  daring  aggression  up- 
on its  rights  and  sovereignty,  utterly  inconsistent  with  all  the 


States,  within  the  jurisdiction  ol 


form  the  subject  of  a  demand 


c  communicated  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  a  despair*  from  »ir  Francis  Head,  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernor of  Upper  Canada,  containing  the  distinct  avowals,  that 
the  Caroliue  was  destroyed  by  order  of  Colonel  MacNab,  com. 


principles  of  national  law,  and  wholly  irreconcilable  wnn  tne 
friendly  and  peaceful  relations  of  the  two  countries:'  that  the 
■  case,  then,  is  one  of  open,  undisguised,  and  unwarrantable  hos- 
tility.' He  concludes  by  expressing  'the  confident  expectation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  that  the  whole  proceeding 
will  not  only  be  disavowed  and  disapproved,  but  that  such  re- 
dress as  the  nature  of  the  case  obviously  requires  will  be 
promptly  made.'  To  this  our  Government  waits  the  final  an 
swer  of  the  British  Government. 

''On  the  13th  November  last,  Alexander  McLeod,  a  British 
subject,  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  by  the  authorities  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  on  a  Charge  of  arson  and  murder,  as 
having  been  engaged  in  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  Caro- 
line. 

On  the  12th  December,  the  British  Minister  made  a  demand 
outhe  President  lor  the  release  of  Mr.  McLeod,  on  the  ground 
that  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  was  a  public  act  of  persons 
of  her  Majesty's  service,  obeying  the  orders  of  their  superior 
authorities;  and  that  the  act,  according  to  the  usages  of  nations, 
can  only  be  the  subject  of  discussion  between  the  two  National 
Governments. 

'To  this  demand  the  Secretary  of  State  has  replied  that  the 
President  has  no  power  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
Union  to  interpose  between  McLeod  and  the  constituted  authori- 
ties of  the  State  of  New  York— and  that  the  President  is  not 
aware  of  any  principle  of  international  law,  or  indeed  of  reason 
or  justice,  which  entitles  such  offenders  to  impunity  before  the 
legal  tribunals,  when  coming  voluntarily  within  their  independ- 
ent and  undoubted  jurisdiction,  because  they  acted  in  obedience 
to  their  soperior  authorities,  or  because  their  acts  have  become 
the  subject  of  diplomatic  discussion  between  the  two  Govern- 
men'-*.'  And  that  'if  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  was  a  pub- 
lic act  of  persons  in  her  Majesty's  service,  obeying  the  orders  of 
their  superior  authorities,  this  fact  has  not  been  before  commu- 
nicated to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  by  a  person  au- 
thorized to  make  the  admission;  and  it  will  be  for  the  court 
which  has  cognizance  of  the  offence  with  which  Mr.  McLeod  is 
charged,  to  decide  on  its  validity  when  legally  established  be- 
fore it.' 

'The  British  Minister,  expressing  his  regret  at  the  decision, 
had  referred  the  subject  to  his  Government." 

This  statement,  I  repeat,  is  limited  to  the  case  of 
McLeod. 

The  points  in  difference  in  this  case,  are,  1. 
Whether  McLeod,  having,  in  the  destruction  of  the 
Caroline,  ac'ed  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
superior  authorities  of  the  Province  of  Upper  Cana- 
da, is  or  is  not  amenable  to  the  laws  of  New  York, 
as  for  the  crimes  of  murder  and  arson;  and  2.  If 
not,  whether  the  Executive  has  any  power  to  in- 
terpose between  him  and  the  laws  of  New  York. 

On  these  qnestiona  I  forbear  expressing  any  opi- 
nion, in  accordance  with  the  view  that  none  is  re- 
quired of  the  committee  or  of  the  House.  It  is  suf- 
ficient for  the  justification  of  the  ground  I  have 
taken,  that  these  questions  are  now  the  subjects  of 
diplomatic  discu&aion  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. The  impropriety  of  the  report  is  the  more 
manifest,  from  the  consideration  that  the  discussion 
is  but  just  commenced;  and  it  is  not  unreasonable 
to  suppose  that,  on  questions  of  such  limited  extent, 
the  Government  in  the  wrong  may,  by  the  further 
discussion,  be  convinced  of  its  error.  At  least  we 
should  wait  the  reply  of  the  British  Government,  to 
which  the  subject  is  referred,  and  the  issue  finally 
tendered  by  its  Executive. 

The  consequence  of  an  error  on  either  side  may 
compromit  the  peace  of  the  country.  In  case  of 
reprisals,  executed  to  the  extreme  point,  the  inter- 
vention of  all  the  powers  of  Europe  could  not  pre- 
vent a  war.  In  view  of  these  consequences,  it 
may  be  proper  to  review  the  correspondence,  to  as- 
certain the  positions  taken  on  both  sides  that  bear 
on  the  case  of  McLeod. 

Mr-  Forsyth,  in  his  note  of  the  5th  January, 
carefully  and  properly  avoids  giving  any  na:ional 
character  to  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline.  He 
calls  it  an  outrage  "committed  from  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  Province  of  Upper  Canada."  He  leaves 
it  to  Mr.  Fox  to  determine  whether  it  was  a  public 
or  a  private  wrong,  or  to  assume  or  disclaim  for 
his  Government  tbe  responsibility.  Mr.  Fox,  in 
his  reply,  (6th  Feb.  1838,)  gives  it  a  public  charac- 
ter, by  communicating  the  fact  that  it  was  destroy- 
ed by  the  order  of  the  commander  of  the  militia  in 
her  Majesty'^  service,  and  that  the  act  was  ap- 
prover! by  tbe  Governor  of  tbe  Province. 

And  here  I  must  express  my  surprise  that  Mr. 
Forsyth  should  deem  the  late  note  of  Mr.  Fox  to 
be  the  first  avowal  of  the  fact  by  a  person  authorized 
to  make  it.  In  the  note  of  the  6th  February,  1838,  the 
fact  itself  was  communicated  by  Mr.  Fax.    £(is 


late  note  is  only  tbe  recognition  and  re-assertion  of 
the  fact.  The  fact  then  and  now  avowed  is,  that 
the  Caroline  was  destroyed  by  persons  obeying  the 
order  of  th<  if  superior  authorities;  and  Mr.  Fox 
contends  that  •those  obeying  were  justified  by  tbe 
order.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  tbe  Britiah 
Uovernment  will  justify  that  order.  McLeod1* 
case  is  put  on  the  $nsf,  and  the  case  of  the  Caro- 
line on  the  last. 

[Mr.  Pickzns.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont intend  to  say  that  the  British  Minister  had 
ever,  before  his  late  note,  avowed  that  the  Caroline 
wss  destroyed  by  the  order  of  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  Canada?] 

Mr.  Everett.  1  do  say  that  Mr.  Fox,  in  his 
note  of  the  6'h  February,  did  avow  it.  In  tbe  des- 
patch of  Sir  Francis  Head,  then  communicated,  it 
is  expressly  stated  that  Co).  MacNab  commanded 
a  body  of  militia  stationed  on  the  frontier;  that  in 
the  night  of  the  29tb,  "he  sent  a  party  of  militia, 
in  boats,  with  orders  to  take  or  destroy  her.  They 
proceeded  to  execute  the  order,"  Ac.  Nor  did  he 
content  himself  with  the  mere  communication  of 
the  fad,  but  even  attempted  to  justify  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Caroline  as  an  act  of  self-defence.  Mr. 
Fox,  in  referesce  to  the  communication  of  Sir 
Francis  Head,  says: 

"The  piratical  character  of  the  steamboat  Caroline,  and  the 
necessity  of  self- defence  and  seff-pieservadon,  under  which  her 
Msjesty's  subjects  acted  in  destroying  that  vessel,  seem  to  be 
sufficiently  established." 

u At  tbe  time  when  the  brent  happened,  the  ordinary  laws  of 
the  United  totates  were  not  enforced  within  the  frontier  district  of 
the  State  of  New  York.  The  authority  of  the  law  was  over- 
borne, publicly,  by  piratical  rioleoce.  Through  such  violence, 
her  Majesty's  subjects  in  Upper  Canada  had  already  severely 
Buffered;  and  they  were  threatened  with  still  further  injury  end 
outrage.  This  extraordinary  state  of  things  appears,  naturally 
and  necessarily,  to  have  impelle.1  them  to  consult  their  own  se- 
curity, by  pursuing  and  destroying  the  vessel  of  their  piratical* 
enemy,  whensoever  they  might  find  her." 

Mr.  Stevenson  presents  the  act,  in  connection 
with  <hese  avowals,  as  an  act  "of  open,  undis- 
guished,  unwarrantable  hostility,"  "wholly  irre- 
concilable with  the  friendly  and  peaceful  relations 
of  the  two  countries.'1  He  calls  upon  the  BritUh 
Government  to  disavow  it.  It  is  thus,  by  our  Mi- 
nister, characterized  aa  an  act  of  war.  And  it  is 
for  participating;  in  this  act  that  McLeod  is  ar- 
rested; and  on  this  act,  thus  avowed  and  thus  cha- 
ractei jzed,  the  question  is  made  by  the  two  Govern- 
ments. Sir,  I  repeat,  let  negotiation  be  exhausted 
before  Congress  is  called  to  act  or  to  interpose  its 
opinion,  or  to  take  a  final  ground,  from  which, 
when  taken,  there  can  be  no  retreat.  Whether 
right  or  wrong,  Great  Britain  may  choose  to  put 
this  controversy  in  advance  of  the  others.  Let  us 
then  be  certain  that  it  be  not  her  strongest  ground. 
It  is  much  easier  to  be  right  at  first,  than  to  get 
right  at  last.  We  shall  also  look  to  the  possible 
consequences  of  even  the  errors  of  our  adversary. 
Is  it  not  among  tbe  possibilities  that  she  may  deem 
herself  bound  to  protect  those  who  have  obeyed  the 
orders  of  their  superior  -authorities  in  her  service, 
and  that,  under  the  spirit  attributed  to  her  in  the  re- 
port, she  may  resort  to  retaliation?  And  I  repeat, 
if  pushed  to  tbe  extreme,  war  is  inevitable.  Is  it 
not,  then,  the  safest  course  to  leave  the  case  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive,  without,  at  least,  adding  to 
the  excitement,  which,  from  recent  evidence,  is 
sufficiently  rife? 

Bat,  sir,  the  report  also  embraces  the  case  of  the 
Caroline,  which  was  not  submitted  to  tbe  commit- 
tee. To  exhibit  the  point  in  controversy,  only  one 
addition  to  the  statement  I  have  read  is  necessary, 
viz:  That  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  is  at- 
tempted to  be  justified  in  the  despatch  of  Sir  Fran- 
cis Head  on  the  ground  of  self-defence.  He  al- 
leges, in  substance,  that  the  force  on  Navy  island 
proceeded  from  tbe  American  shore,  and  was  aug- 
menting, through  the  agency  of  the  Caroline,  un- 
restricted by  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  or  of  the  Unnited  States. 

This  is  the  only  ground  taken  by  the  Britiah 
Government  as  a  justification  of  the  destruction  of 
the  Caroline;  and,  being  taken,  a  report  on  ther 
case  of  the  Caroline  should  have  met  it  directly,  by 
a  denial  either  of  the  fact  or  of  the  consequence. 

I  complain  that  that  the  case  is  not  met.  No, 
sir,  it  is  not  met.  It  is  evaded.  Mr.  Fox  says, 
"The  place  where  the  vessel  was  destroyed  was 
nominally,  it  is  true,  within  the  territory  of  a 
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friendly  power;  bat  the  friendly  power  had  been 
deprived,  through  overheating  piratical  violence 
of  the  use  of  its  proper  authority  ov*r  that  portion 
of  territory."  And  what'  is  the  teply  in  the  re- 
port? "Now  the  insinuation  of  the  British  Mi- 
nister that  Schlosser  was  'nominally'  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  8tates,  may  well  be  retorted* 
as  we  can  with  equal  truth,  say  that  Navy  island 
.was  "nominally*'  within  the  "territory "  of  the 
British  Government}  for,  at  the  period  to  which  we 
allude,  the  people  collected  there  had  as  effectually 
defied  Canadian  authorities  as  anv  portion  of  our 
people  bad  ours."  What  is  this/  sir,  but  an  ad- 
mission that  Sehiossrr  and  Navy  island  were 
equally  in  the  power  of  the  Patriots,  in  equal  de- 
fiance of  the  power  of  the  Government  to  which 
they  respectively  belong?  What  but  an  evasion,  if 
not  an  admission  of  the  ground  taken  by  Mr.  Poxl 
Is  this  the  position  on  which  we  are  willing  to  rest 
our  cause — to  place  the  issue  of  peace  or  war? 
No,  sir,  no.  I  hope  we  can  make  a  better  case. 
In  order  to  make  our  case,  I  think  the  I  acts  should 
be  re-examined.  I  am  not  satisfied  to  rest  the  case 
on  the  evidence  taken.  We  should  be  in  the  right— 
we  should  be  certain  we  are  right,  before  we  take 
our  final  stand.  In  my  judgment,  the  evidence 
should  be  retaken.  I  desire  that  a  person  of  the 
highest  respectability  sbonld  be  commissioned  to 
re-examine  the  whole  case,  with  a  view  to  arrive 
at  the  truth,  whether  for,  or  against  us.  Perhaps 
too,  h  might  be  advisable  to  ask  the  British  M- 
ivister  to  join  in  the  investigation.  Lt  t  the  teni- 
mony  be  taken  on  both  sides  of  the  line.  For  one, 
•  I  desire  to  know  how  far  the  proper  authority  of 
the  United  States  was  overthrown  by  the  violence 
of  the  Patriots.  I  desire  further  information  of 
the  character  of  the  Caroline.  In  both  respects,  I 
think  the  evidence  Is  defective.  I  repeat,  that  I 
desire  the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  lt  is 
beneath  the  character  of  a  nation  to  attempt  eva- 
sion. Iajn  not  satisfied  with  the  depositions  that 
speak  of  the  Caroline  having  landed  certain  pas- 
sengers and  certain  freight-  I  desire  to  know  the 
character  of  those  passengers—  whether  civil  or 
military;  of  the  quality" of  the  freight— whether 
merchandise  or  military  store*. 

I  do  not  desire  to/ault  the  present  Executive,  or 
that  it  should  be  faulted  by  the  next  Administra- 
tion. No,  sir.  The  Executive  should  be  a  unit, 
in  whosesoever  hands  it  is  placed.  What  I  desire 
is,  that  the  evidence  should  be  fully  taken.  If  it 
sustain  the  course  taken,  as  I  hope  it  may,  then 
that  course  will  be  sustained.  If  it  do  not  sustain 
it,  then  the  Executive  Will  be  at  liberty  to  pursue 
such  course  as  the  new  case  shall  require,  and  that, 
without  imputing  any  fault  for  the  past.  We  must 
in  the  end  deny  the  fact  or  its  consequence.  As 
the  evidence  now  stands,  I  am  not  willing  to  make 
up  the  final  issue.  This  controversy  should  be 
conducted  as  honest  men  conduct  their  controver- 
sies, with  a  mutual  and  earnest  desire  to  ascertain 
what  is  true. 

I  have  fears  that  this  report  will  encourage  an 
excitement  which  should  have  received  a  severe 
rebuke.  -  Whatever  may  be  our  sympathies  win 
those  who  live  under  a  Government  less  free  than 
our  own,  we  ought  not  to  forget  the  duties  imposed 
on  us  as  a  neutral  nation.  In  the  case  of  the  at- 
tempts of  our  citizens  on  Upper  Canada,  there  was 
but. little  cause  for  their  sympathy,  and  no  justifica- 
tion for  their  conduct.  The  people  of  Upper  Cana- 
da were  well  satisfied  with  their  Government. 
They  have  shown  no  desire  for  revolution.  But 
our  citizens  have  volunteered  to  make  a  revolution 
for  them.  Their  conduct  cannot  be  too  strongly 
reprobated. 

At  the  present  time,  no  useful  purpose  can  be  at- 
tained by  the  report.    It  proposes  no  action.    Its 
effect  will  be  only  to  excite  on  the  one  side,  and 
irritate  on  the  other.    The  report  which  I  send  to 
•  the  Chair  is  that  which  I  proposed  as  a  substitute: 

•^iSKSjf:411*'111^^^00*1  «>mplaint«  referred  to  in 
2?  correspondence  submitted  are  the  aubjects  of  diplomatic 
dteiutioQ  between  the  Government,  of  the  two  couK?  ihS 
SSSSWJl?*  •"lI1"L5onfld«nce  that  the  righu ?  and  Twno? 
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SPEECH  OF  MR,  BYNUM, 

OP  NORTH  CAROLINA,  * 

In  the  Haute  of  keprtscntativet,  February  17, 1841.— 

In  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  motion  to 

strike   out   the  appropriation    to  continue  the 

branch  mint  in  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  BVNUM  rose,  and  addressed  the  commit- 
tee, by  saying  that  he  had  arrived  Bnd  taken  his 
seat  at  a  late  period  during  the  prestnt  session  of 
Congress,  with  a  fixed  determination  to  remain  at 
least  one  session  a  silent  member  of  that  body— a 
determination  that  he  had  come  to  from  a  variety 
of  reasons,  growing  out  of  bis  peculiar  j-itiiation, 
and  the  developments  that  had  been  recently  made 
siuce  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress— but  such  had  heen  the  extraordinary,  unpro- 
voked, illiberal,  abusive,  if  not  to  say  ibe  flagitious 
and  wanton  coors  *  that  had  been  pursued  by  cer- 
tain gentlemen  in  their  false  and  indiscriminate  de, 
nunciation  c>f  almost  ail  that  was  democratic  or 
republican  in  the  nation-— with  the  avowal  of  prin- 
ciples striking  at  the  very  foundation  of  the 
freedom,  not  only  of  our  republican  institu- 
tions as  they  were  reared  by  our  illustrious  fore- 
fathers for  the  guarantee  and  protfction  of  our 
liberties,  but  at  the  very  powers  and  interests  held 
directly  by  the  people  themselves,  should  he  continue 
silent,  and  suffer  such  to  pass  unnoticed  and  an  re- 
plied to,  without  raising  his  feeble  voice  in  opposi- 
tion to  bath  the  truth  and  just  policy  of  such  doc- 
trines, be  should  feel  derelict  in  his  duty  as  a 
faithful  Representative,  and  guilty  of  treachery  and 
/reason  to  the  great,  vital  and  immediate  interests 
of  those  whom  he  directly  represented  there,  and 
whose  interest  he  had  ever  attempted  to  resist  the 
wanton  invasion  of  upon  that  floor,  or  elsewhere, 
without  regardeither  to  personal  hazard,  or  to  politi- 
cal sacrifice.  With  him,  ihe  time  had  arrived  when 
he  had  as  little  to  expect  from  the  benevolence  and 
partiality  of  friends,  as  from  those  who  had  gained 
possession  of  power  and  of  place  against  his  will, 
and  at  the  sacrifice  of  all  that  was  dear  and  near  to 
the  sacred  rights  and  interests  of  those  with  whom 
his  interests,  ay,  his  all,  was  so  nearly,  deeply,  and 
inseparably  allied,  by  an  indissoluble  identity;  and 
be  felt  it  to  be  his  happy  lot,  while  he  stepped  forth 
in  defence  of  the  sacred  rights  of  others,  to  be 
thereby  enabled  to  defend  his  own,  which,  to  him, 
were  held  by  far  more  dear  than  life  Itself.  But  as 
the  limits  of  the  proposition  before  the' committee 
would  not  admit  of  the  discussion  of  many  of  the 
topics  to  which  he  alluded,  he  would  endeavor  to 
confinenimself  to  those  which  grew  immediately 
out  of  the  proposition  then  submitted  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.  it  is  not  to  the  mere  striking  out 
the  insignificant  sum  in  the  appropriation  bill,  as 
proposed  by  the  honorable  member  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Grbew,]  to  which  I  lcok;  no,  sir,  no:  had 
that  been  the  only  object  or  effect  of  the  proposi- 
tion thus  unceremoniously  made,  I  should  have 
been  one  of  the  last  members  in  this  House  to 
have  raised  my  feeble  voice  against  it.  No,  sir:  it 
is  not  that  to  which  I  materially  object;  but,  sir,}  it 
is  to  the  designs,  effects,  and  ulterior  consequences 
of  such  a  proposition  that  I  object,  and  its  insidious 
and  covert  tendencies,  without  knowing  that  such 
was  the  object  of  the  gentleman  himself,  [Mr. 
urebwJ  who  was  its  mover—for  we  often  are  in- 
duced to  do  things  by  others  without  being  the 
least  conscious  of  the  influences  by  which  we  are 
moved.  For  the  gentleman  personally,  my  feelings 
are  of  a  kind  character,  and  I  have  no  disposition 
to  impugn  in  the  least  his  private  and  personal  mo- 
tives. 

This  proposition  I  view,  sir,  as  an  antagonistical 
one  to  founding  in  this  country— for  the  benefit  of 
the  yeomanry,  the  working,  laboring,  producing 
people,  and  for  their  use— a  permanent  and  solid 
currency,  either  of  hard  money  or  upon  a  hard  mo- 
ney, specie  basis,  by  which  paper  can  always  be 
converted  into  specie  at  the  discretion  and  will  of 
the  working  and  producing  man  who  hold*  it,  and 
who  has  paid  for  it,  in  his  produce  or  labor,  its  full 
equivalent  and  consideration;  and  without  which 
I  now  contend  that  there  never  ean  be  a  permanent 
currency  in  the  country,  nor  saf>  ty  and  security  to 
the  labor  and  to  the  products  of  the  farming  and 
planting  classes  of  this  nation. 

For  this  reason  I  then  oppose  kthe  adoption  of 


this  proposition,  intended,  as  all  muM  admit,  and 
as  it  has  been  openly  avowed  h«re,  to  strike  down 
your  mints  for  the  coinage  of  hard  money,  for  the 
use  of  the  farmers,  planters,  and  mechanics  of  this 
country.  Yes, sir,  with  a  premeditated  purpose,  as 
avowed  openly  and  covertly  by  those  who  have 
just  come  into  power,  to  erect  on  their  ruins  a 
mammoth  Bank,  with  all  its  bunches  and  sub- 
branches  extended  in  every  State,  if  not  county  in 
ycur  Union-r flooding  and  carpetting  the  whole  na- 
tion with  its  worthless  paper  promises — false,  false, 
as  they  hive  ever  been  proven  to  be,  upon  the  very 
face  of  the  paper  that  bears  the  impress  of  their  pro- 
mises. The  proposition  on  your  tabJe  looks  to  th«; 
it  is  to  effect  this  object  and  none  other;  it  is  not  a 
new  proposition  at  all;  it  has  been  regularly  made, 
and  by  gentlemen  heretofore;  with  this  intent;  to  ef- 
fect which,  your  mints  robust  fir-t  be  destroyed,  and 
all  idea  of  a  solid,  permanent  currency,  founded  on 
a  tpecu  bosif,  discountenanced  and  discouraged 
amongst  the  laboring,  mechanical,  planting,  ami  pro- 
ducing clautM  of  this  coontry. 

It  has  be«n  with  such  designs,  and  to  effect  such  an 
objec,  tbat  a  similar  proposition  has  been  annually 
introduced,  and  revived  in  this  Hoote  ever  since 
the  establishments  of  those  mints  in  the  Southern 
sections  of  our  country.  It  had  its  birth  in  hatred 
to  a  hard  money  currency,  and  one  of  paper  to  be  - 
found  upon  a  specie  basis,  and  has  ever  continued 
its  jealousy  towards  any  and  all  mints  for  the 
coinage,  for  the  use  of  ihe  people,  of  any  thing  like 
hard  money,  as  a  substitute  for  their  false  paper 
promises.  It  fe  one  impediment  in  their  way,  and 
therefore  must  be  removed  for  a  more  successful 
operation  of  their  plundering  banking  system,  as 
adopted  throughout  our  entire  country,  and  which 
involves  directly  their  consideration  in  this  discus- 
sion. 

But  before  I  proceed  to  say  more  on  this  subject, 
1  must  beg  permission  to  notice  the  course  of  some 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  and  reply  to 
some  remarks  that  they  have  made  in  this  discus- 
sion. 

In  the  first  place,  1  will  notice  a  remark  of  the 
honorable  member  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Mason.] 

This  gentleman  has  said  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  retained  in  office  defaulters,  after  he 
had  been  informed,  by  correspondence  that  they 
were  defaulters  to  a  considerable  amount  to  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Now,  sir,  this  charge  has  been  made  oftea  here 
and  out  of  doors.  I  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  will 
endorse  it?  Will  he  hazard  his  reputation  upon  this 
charge?  No  sir,  no;  he  dare  not.  I  deny  every 
word  of  it,  and  challenge  that  gentleman  and  aft 
others,  who,  in  their  reckless  abuse  of  that  officer, 
have  asserted  it,  to  come  forward  with  a  sing)  ; 
proof  of  the  facts.  Why  have  they  not  done  irt 
They  have  often  been  called  on  for  proof,  but  will 
now  do,  as  they  always  have  done,  let  it  rest  upon 
their  own  assertion* 

Again,  sir,  the  gentleman  had  said  that  the  Pre* 
sident  had  appointed  to  power  men  whom  he  knew 
to  be  defaulters. 

This,  again,  was  in  keeping  with  the  conduct  of 
gentlemen  of  the  Opposition,  who  had  dealt  in  the 
most  barefaced  assertions  for  the  last  four  years 
without  deigning  to  produce  a  *  ingle  facr,  or  even 
condescending  to  investigate  them.  It  was  a  part 
of  their  tactics  to  avoid  all  investigation,  as  fatal  to 
their  objects  of  imposition  upon  the  credulous  and 
ignorant. 

I  again  deny,  sir,  that  Jthere  has  ever  been  the 
least  proof  produced  to  ibis  House,  where  it  should, 
beyond  every  place,  have  been  the  first  in  which  to 
have  brought  forward  such  evidence,  showing  that 
the  President  bad,  in  a  single  ease,  ever  appointed 
to  office,  or  retained  any  individual  whatever  in 
office,  that  was  a  defaulter  to  this  Government  to  ihe 
amount  of  one  dollar— he  knowing  the  fact,  at  She 
time,  that  such  was  a  defaulter — and  I  dare  gentle- 
tlcmen  to  produce  one  single  instance,  in  which, 
upon  the  very  first  information  being  given  of  any 
defalcation,  that  the  delinquent,  as  soon  as  the 
fact  could  be  legally  established,  has  not  been  re- 
moved, and  all  measures,  that  were  in  the  power  of 
the  Departments,  were  not  immediately  resorted  to 
to  secure  and  protect  the  interest  of  the  Gowemnaent. 
But  gentlemen  have  taken  up  the  idea,  amd  H  hue, 
to  a  certain  extent,  been  avowed  here,  that  upon 
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the  first  rumor  and  intimation  against  all  officer, 
the  officer  should  bare  been  forthwith  removed. 
Should  &ach*  a  coarse  have  been  pursued 
by  the  President,  then  he  won  Id  have  been  ex- 
actly sach  a  wretch  as  his  reckless  enemies  have 
represented  him  to  have  been;  and  such  as  every 
Ignorant  tipplingshop  politician  in  the  country  has  de- 
nounced him  as  being.  Sir,  do  honorable  gentlemen 
here  know,  that  if,  in  a  solitary  case,  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  was  to  dare  to  turn  out 
any  individual  from  office,  without  giving  to  him 
due  notice,  and  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  in  self 
defence,  he  would  act  directly  in  opposition  to  every 
principle  of  the  sacred  Constitution  that  he  is  sworn 
to  respect  and  obey,  and  bring  in  truth  down  on 
him  all  those  chaiges  of  tyranny,  prescription,  and 
cruelty,  that  he  his  been  so  repeatedly  charged 
with,  by  the  most  vile  and  reckless  opposition  that 
ever  has  before,  in  any  country,  conspired  to  over-. 
throw  a  Government,  and  prostrate  the  liberties  of 
a  fttt  people.  Sir,  we  are  even  told  here  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ought  to  have  had  A,  B, 
and  C  removed  from  office,  and  upon  >he  mere 
charge -of  corruption  and  defalcation  being  made, 
either  in  this  House  or  out  of  it,  against  any  of- 
ficer whose  place  might  have  been  sought,  or  be- 
come an  object  of  others,  without  waiting  further 
evidence.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  heard  frequently,  from 
(he  most  ignorant  declaimers  of  that  party,  such  de- 
clarations made,  in  endeavoring  to  rouse  and  eicite 
(be  people  against  the  last  and  present  Democratic 
Republican  Administrations  of  the  country;  but  ne- 
ver did  I  expect  to  hear  such  from  a  member  on 
this  floor. 

Have  gentlemen  yet  to  learn  that  the  removing 
x>wer  is  alone  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  and  if 
romr  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  any  other  Secre- 
ary,  was  to  dare  to  attempt  it,  as  required  by 
hose  who  thus  denounce  them,  they  would  be 
ruilty   of  an  act  of  usurpation,  for  which  they 
rould  deservedly  forfeit  their  heads,  and  render 
hemselves  infamous  in  all  time  to  come?    Never, 
ir,  have  I  been  more  astonished  than  to  hear  such 
eclarations  falling  from  gentlemen  professing  to 
e  men  of  intelligence,  and   occupying  places  that 
bould  be  filled  by  no  others.     What  !  iheSecreta- 
y  of  the  Treasury  removing  officers,  whose  duty  it 
i  simply  to  ascertain  the  facts,  and  report  them  to 
ie  President,  after  affording  a  fair  and  an  imper- 
ial hearing  to  the  accused?    Is  this  to  be  the  doc-  j 
line  and  principles  to  be  acted  on  by  the  ensuing 
id  ministration,  and  by  them  be  carried  oui?    Is  it 
>  be  that  mere  rumor  and  suspicion,  excited  by 
5 me  hungry  office  seeker  for  the  place  of  his  wo- 
rn, are  to  be  taken  as  evidence  of  guilt,  and  your 
ifnriated  Secretary  is  forthwith,  and  without  a 
earing,  to  usurp  the  power  of  removal?    And  is 
lis  the  reformthat  you  have  so  bountifully  promised 
ie  people  of  this  country;  and  one  of  the  principles 
tat  the  people  decided  on,  in  the  last  Presidential 
lection?    If  it  has  been,  then  it  must  come  with  a 
•ngevnee.    That  there  has  been  in  ibis  Govern- 
lent  defaulters,  and  ever  will  be,  under  any  future 
oe,  without  regard  to  the  party,  in  power,  all  bo- 
ast and  rational  men  will  readily  confess;  but  so 
>ng  as  a  party,  or  the  beads  of  the  party  do  what 
;  in  their  power  to  prevent  defalcations,  and  ex- 
ose   ihem,  as   soon  as  satisfactory  evidence  is 
rocared  of  the  same,  no  honest  or  intelligent  men 
i  any  community  will  ever  hold  them  guilty  of 
ich  offences,  and  at  all  subject  them  to  censure  for 
leir  commission. 

Look,  sir,  at  every  instance  where  an  investiga- 
on  has  been  bad  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  the 
cecative  officers }  and  see,  in  every  individual  case 
'here  corruption  has  been  alleged,  if  it  has  not 
sdonnded  to  the  most  perfect  acquittal  of  all  parti- 
ipation,  or  knowledge,  or  connivance  of  ir,  what- 
ver,  by  those  much  abused  and  persecutes1  disting- 
uished individuals.    Sir,  there  is  not  a  parallel  on 
•cord  where  there  has  been  so  much  abuse,  and  so 
lany  charges  made  against  any  men,  or  ret  of 
len,  with  so  little  truth  to  sustain  them.    So  little, 
in  I  say?    To  this  day,  there  has  not  been  one 
article  of  evidence  produced  against  a  member  of 
to  departments,  that  could  have,  in  anv  court  of 
natice,  subjected  to  ctrume  the  merest  ftUm  in  the 
tad.    My  allusion  is  to  the  conduct  of  the  mem- 
era  who  arc  at  the  beads  of  those  departments 
rhich  have  been  so  wantonly  assailed  by  the  allied 


powers,  both  in  and  out  of  this  House.  Sir,  I  am 
no  apologist  of  these  mo.  I  owe  them  nothing. 
I  have  had  no  favors  from  tbem— not  even  those 
to  which  I  thought  my  constituents  entitled;  perso- 
nally, I  have  asked  nothing,  and  certainly  from  them 
I  have  little  to  expect  at  this  time;  but,  as  a  Repre- 
sentative of  a  portion  of  the  freemen  of  my  coun- 
try, when  I  speak  Of  them  as  officers  of  this  Go- 
vernment,  to  speak  truly,  neither  in  exculpation  or 
in  disparagement,  save  and  except  what  truth  itself 
shall  demand,  is  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  justice,  to 
myself,  and  to  the  country; 

Mr.  Chairman,  frequent  allusions  have  beon 
made,  here  and  elsewhere,  to  the  conduct  and  cha- 
racter of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  branch  mint  at 
Charlotte*,  in  North  Carolina,  Colonel  John  Wheel- 
er. He,  too,  has  been  anaigned  for  extravagance, 
prodigality,  and  corruption.  Permit  me  to  say,  sir, 
with  that  gentleman  I  have  long  had  the  honor  of 
an  intimate  acquaintance.  I  know  him  well,  and 
bis  family  before  him;  and  I  know  him  to  be  a  gen- 
tleman of  talents,  of  the  highest  honor  and  integrity, 
against  whom  the  voice  of  scandal  was  never  heard 
to  lisp,  until  \\e  had  ta&en  office  under  this  Admi- 
nistration; a  gentleman,  sir,  whose  character  would 
suffer  no  disparagement,  if  it  did  not  rise  in  the 
scale  of  comparison  with  any  of  his  traducers  upon 
this  floor,  or  out  of  this  House.  Bnt  it  is  said  he 
writes  newspaper  paragraphs.  'Grant  it.  And  who 
has  a  better  right,  as  a  freeman  of  this  Republic? 
His  conduct  has  been  assailed,  and  wantonly  as- 
sailed? And  has  it  come  to  this,  in  the  new  reform, 
that  one  is  to  be  assailed  here,  accused,  and  con- 
demned, and  convicted,  and  not  te  be  heard  in  his 
defence?  When  were  such  doctrines  ever  heard  of 
before,  or  dreamed  cf  being  asserted  in  the  congre- 
gated assemblage  of  freemen?  The  paragraphs 
alluded  to  were  written  in  vindication  of  his  own 
conduct;  and  who  denies  this  right,  or  objects  to  its 
justice?  I  see  in  the  papers  that  he  has  been 
charged  with  mismanagement  and  extravagance  in 
his  official  duties,  to  the  enomwiu  amount  of  some 
$116,  or  #216. 

Now,  sir,  from  the  knowledge  of  the  character 
of  that  gentleman,  had  be  dreamed  of  the  least  ob- 
jection being  taken  to  that  account,  I  hazard  no- 
thing in  saying  that  he  would  not  for  one  moment 
have  hes  tated  to  have  taken  the  money  from  his 
own  pocket  and  paid  it  without  a  murmur.  Yes, 
he  would  have  scorned  to  have  permitted  his  con- 
duct to  have  been  arraigned,  as  a  public  officer, 
however  unjust  it  might  have  been  for  him  to  have 
paid  the  money,  and  subjected  himself  to  the  ma- 
levolence and  censure  of  bis  unfeeling  and  un- 
principled calumniators,  when  it  must  be  recollect- 
ed, too,  that  no  part  of  this  prodigious  sum  was  ap- 
propriated to  his  own  use,  but  wholly  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  property  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  Such  is  the  amount  of  the 
charges  made,  and  harped  on  so  much  here  and  at 
other  places,  against  the  officers  of  this  Admini- 
stration. 

The  charge*  of  *  corruption,  extravagance  and 
prodigality,"  have  been  made  and  rung  upon  every 
note  of  the  political  gamut,  against  the  friends  of 
this  Administration.  It  has  been  so  often  repeated 
and  re-echoed  here,  that  our  ears  have  bten  deafen- 
ed and  stunned  at  its  reiteration.  From  the  oft- 
repeated  sounds  without  the  variations,  one  wed 
might  suppose  the  words  lithographed  and  set  to  note, 
from  their  regular  and  monotonous  sound  on 
this  floor.  It  is  immaterial  upon  what  subject 
you  are  called  on  to  act,  this  awful  note  u  the 
first  to  greet  the  ear.  Sir,  it  frequently  re- 
minded me  of  the  cry  of  a  certain  mischievous 
bird,  that  has  been  a  pest  in  the  fields  of  every 
farming  and  planting  man,  from  the  earliest  days 
of  agriculture,  and  which,  at  the  first  approach  of 
the  planter,  ceases  to  pull  up  his  grain,  flies  off  from 
his  plunder  with  cry  of ''caw,  caw,  caw,"  and  with 
equally  as  much  meaning,  and  with  as  little  varia- 
tion, ai  do  the  honorable  gentleman,  who,  upon 
every  occasion  are  heard  to  cry  here,  "corruption, 
corruption,  corruption,"  Ac.  Where,  sir,  is  the 
corrupt  .on  and  extravagtnee  so  much  complained 
of?  Who  has  been  guilty  of  it?  We  well  know 
for  the  four  last  years,  the  appropriations  by  this 
and  the  other  branch  of  this  House,  have  gone 
much  above  the  estimates  of  the  Executive  De- 
partments aad  (fee  recommendations  of  the  Presi- 


dent. Will  it  be  denied,  then,  if  there  has 
corruption  arising  out  of  the  extravagance  of  this 
Administration,  that  this  and  the  other  branch  of 
Congress  are  equally,  if  not  more  responsible  for  it, 
than  the  Executive  Departments.  Mark  yon,  sir, 
there  never  has  been  yet,  within  my  hearing,  any 
charge  made  for  the  expending,  and  disbursement 
of  more  money  than  what  has  been  appropriated 
by  law,  as  passed  by  this  House  and  the  other  body 
of  Congress.  The  charge  of  spending  more  than 
was  appropriated,  I  say  has  never  been  made,  and 
of  course,  no  appropriations  can  be  made  but  by 
the  assent  of  both  bodies. 

Now,  sir,  during  the  time  of  the  highest  appro* 
priations  and  the  greatest  extenditures  took  place, 
which  was  in  '33,  '4,  #»5,  the  Opposition  party 
themselves  held  a  majority  in  the  other  branch  of 
Congress,  and  could  at  any  time  have  rejected  such 
extravagant  appropriation,  if  they  bad  deemed  it 
proper  t  j  do  so;  but  they  did  not  do  it;  they  saw  the 
necessity  and  mdispensability  of  the  expenditures', 
and  never  raided  an  objection  to  tbem.* 

If  there  has  been  extravagance,  then,  it  must 
have  had  its  origin  in  this  House,  and  for  it  the 
members  of  this  body,  individually  or  collective- 
ly, are  responsible.  The  leading  measures  of  the 
Government  that  have  increased  the  expendi'ures 
to  any  considerable  amount  of  a  permanent  cha- 
racter, were  the  increase  of  the  pay  of  the  navy, 
and  the  increase  of  your  standing  army— and  who 
were  the  champions  of  these  measure*?  An  indi- 
vidual who  stands  high  in  the  Whig  party,  and  had 
a  dinner  given  him  in  Norfolk  for  the  part  he  took 
in  getting  one  of  ihose  measures  through  Congress; 
and  if  you  will  look  at  the  vote  on  the  other  sub- 
ject, you  will  find  an  equal  number  of  the  Whig 
members  supporting  it,  or  a  number  nearly  as  great 
in  proportion  to  their  whole  number  in  the  House 
as  that  of  the  Democrats.  Yoa  will  find,  too— and 
I  say  it  to  their  credit — their  votes,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  recorded  in  favor  of  most,  if  not  all  the  ap- 
propriations to  carry  on  the  Fiorida  war.  These 
s re  matters  of  record,  that  the  journals  of  the 
House  will  show,  by  turning  to  the  yeas  and  nays, 
as  recorded  on  the  several  subjects. 

What  measure  of  an  extravagant  character,  or 
one  that  has  involved  the  expenditure  of  any  very 
large  amount,  except  what  is  embraced  in  the  regu- 
lar appropriation  bills,  that  has  not  been  brought 
forward,  for  the  last  several  years,  by  a  Whig. 
I  hold  now  in  my  hand  the  votes  of  the  members 
of  this  House  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  upon 
the  most  prodigal  snd  extravagant  proposition  that 
was  offered  in  this  House  during  the  long  sitting  of 
the  last  session t 
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On  the  motion  of  Mr".  Pickjbms,  made  the  I3ih  of  February, 
to  amend  the  said  instructions  so  as  to  read,  "with  instructions 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  in  favor  of  the 
measure." 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Marvin,  of  the  13th  of  February,  to 
substitute  for  Mr.  Pickens's  motion  the  following:  Also,  that 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meant  be  instructed  to  report  bills 
in  ascordance  with  the  estimates  contained  in  the  reports  from 
the  Chief  Engineer,  and  Chief  of  the  Topographical  Engineers, 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  communicated  to  Congress  by  the 
President,  making  appropriations  for  the  year  1846,  foi  the  eon* 
timiatton  of  the  construction  or  improvement  of  harbors  and 
roads,  and  the  navigation  of  rivers,  for  which  appropriations 
have  been  heretofore  made:  unless  in  any  particular  ease  the 
committee  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  particular  work  ought 
to  be  entirely  discontinued;  and  in  such  case,  if  an«,  the  com* 
mittee  shall  submit  to  this  House  the  reasons  which  lead  to  such 
conclusions.t 

The  main  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  or  sub- 
stitute  of  Mr.  Marvin  for  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Pickens,  aid 
passed  in  the  negative:  yeas  80,  nays  112. 

Of  ihe  80  in  the  affirmative,  there  are  53  Wb/gs 
to  27  Democrats. 

Of  the  112  in  the  negative,  there  are  33  Whigs  to 
80  Democrats; 

Leaving  a  large  majority  of  the  whole  of  the 
Whig  party  voting  in  favor  of  this,  the  most  ex* 
travagant  proposition  that  was  made  daring  the 
last  session,  and  a  large  majority  of  the  Democrats 
voting  against  it.  Yet  the  Democrats  are  de- 
nounced for  extravagance,  and  the  Whigs  are 
landed  as  closefisted  economists  to  the  people. 

But,  sir,  again,  the  next  most  extravagant  pro- 
position that  was  made  during  the  last  session,  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  wa«  made  by  the 
member  from  Indian  fMr.  PaorriT,  a  Whig]  to  ap- 

"The  Opposition  and  Conservatives  had  the  majority  in  the 
House  also  in  18B8,  '39.  '      ' 
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propriate  #400,000  fer  the  continuation  of  t  he 
Cumberland  Road.  Not  being  able  to  take  the 
yeas  and  nays  in  a  committee,  the  vote  on  this  pro- 
position was  taken  by  tellers.  And,  sir,  I  took  my 
seat  there,  near  the  place  of  the  tellers,  and  count- 
ed the  rotes  as  they  passed  through,  and  three- 
fourths,  or )  thereabout,  of  those  who  voted  for  this 
appropriation,  were  Whigs,  and  no  gentleman  will 
now  deny  it.  The  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
[Mr.  Thompson]  sat  by  me,  and  will  bear  me  out 
in  what  1  hive  staled,  I  think;  and  sir,  strange, 
passing  strange,  I  then  saw  certain  gentlemen 
sneak  through  and  vote  for  that  proposition,  who 
bare  been,  and  are  now,  the  loudest  infdenouncing 
this  Administration  for  extravagance,  prodigality, 
and  corruption;  and  who  have  i  nog  to  the  very  hea- 
vens their  voices  against  the  pitiful  expenditure  of 
one  hundred  and  sixteen,  or  two  hundred  and  sixteen 
dollars,  upon  the  public  grounds  attached  to  the 
m  branch  mint  at  Charlotte,  in  North  Carolina;  and 
*  which  was  spent,  too,  exclusively  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  pufilic  property.  Sir,  if  we  could  be 
astonished  at  any  thing  that  men  could  do  at  this 
time,  these  facts  alone  would  be  startling;  but  the 
public  mind  is  not  in  a*  condition  to  hear  facts,  and 
old  and  young  ire  ready  to  jump  and  run  with  every 
political  culprit  who  will  cry  uek  Aim,  boy— uek  Aim, 
toy,  to  draw  attention  from  his  own  conduct. 

But  really,  sir,  it  must  have  been  amusing  to  an 
impartial  spectator  to  have  sat  and  witnessed,  in 
this  body,  the  transitu  condition  of  certain  gentle- 
men of  this  most  economical  party,  and  to  have 
observed  what  a  jarring  of  language,  and  confo- 
sion  of  tongues,  they  exhibit  in  the  somersets 
and  changes  that  they  are  daily  making  before  the 
world  upon  this  subject  of  extravagance.  Has 
any  gentleman  listened  attentively  at  the  speeches 
that  have  been  delivered  on  this  floor,  within  four 
weeks,  without  being  satisfied  of  a  most  unac- 
countable change  coming  over  the  dreams  of  some 
of  the  minds  of  those  honorable  men,  who  hereto- 
fore have  been  so  celebrated  for  the  denunciation 
of  this  Administration  for  its  extravagance  and 
corruption?  Could  any  one  hare  listened  at  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Bell,]  and  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Barnard,]  without  being  satisfied  of 
this  extraordinary  change  in  their  minds  upon  this 
subject?  Can  they  fail  to  have  seen,  in  the  temper 
and  tone  of  these  speeches,  that  an  infinitely  more 
extravagant  Administration  than  any  we  have  yet 
bad,  was  in  contemplation?  The  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard,]  demonstrated  most 
clearly,  no  doubt,  to  his  own  mind,  the  necessity 
there  was  to  raise  our  taxes,  by  mcreasing  your 
tariff  on  certain  articles,  and  this  speech  was 
acquiesced  in,  and  sanctioned  and  compli- 
mented highly  by  the  honorable  member  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Bell]  BqS  sir,  the  speech  of  my 
honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Rayner,]  above  all 
others,  proves  most  clearly  the  sudden  revolution 
that  has  recently  taken  place  in  that  party.  While 
we  have  been  denounced  for  extravagance,  and  for 
permitting  the  expenditures  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  run  up  to  25,000,000,  or  39,000,000  of 
dollars,  my  honorable  colleague  has  spoken  of, 
and  advocated  measures  in  his  speech,  that  would, 
at  the  lowest  calculation,  involve  the  ensuing  Ad* 
ministration  in  an  expenditure  of  more  than  |50,- 
000,000  per  annum;  and  has  gone  on  farther,  and 
shown  conclusively,  no  doubt,  to  his  ownjmind,  that 
this  amount  could  be  realized  by  an  increase  of 
/axes,  by  raising  a  tariff  on  luxuries,  silks,  wines, 
and  UnenF,  Ac.  While,  sir,  I  acknowledge  that 
my  colleague  made  a  most  excellent  speech,  and 
in  some  parts  ot  which  I  most  cordially  agreed  with 
him,  I  mast  say,  on  the  whole,  it  was  one  of  the 
highest  toned  extravagant  productions  that  I  have  lis- 
tened to  in  this  House,  and  to  carry  out  the  objects 
of  which,  in  four  year?,  would  involve  this  nation 
in  a  debt,  that  no  human  eye  can  foresee.  Other*, 
sir,  of  the  same  party,  have  taken  a  similar  view 
upon  the  same  subjects,  but  upon  whose  remarks 
I  will  not  dwell.  One  gentleman's,  however,  I 
would  do  injustice  to  omit — the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Maine,  [Mr.  Evans.] 

Mr.  Chairman;  a  gentleman  of  the  st  talents, 
who  is  justly  entitled  to  the  position  that  Re  occu- 
pies here  as  a  leader  of  his  party,  has  had  the  mag- 
nanimity to  meet  this  question  openly  and  manly 


upon  every  occasion.  Sir,  he  is  no  ordinary  man. 
He  never  amuses  us  here  with  any  shallow  ideas 
that  flit  across  his  mind.  No,  air,  lie  speaks  ad- 
visedly or  not  at  all,  and  by  so  doiny,  he  has  well 
earned  for  himself  the  high  honor  that  has  recent- 
ly been  conferred  on  him  by  his  party  in  the  State 
of  Maine.  What  does  he  say?  What  did  he  say 
on  this  floor  during  a  debate,  in  which  he  had  an 
occasion  to  reply  to  some  remarks  of  my  honora- 
ble colleague  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  McKat?] 
8ir,  I  am  glad  that  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Evans] 
is  present,  and  I  have  him  now  in  my  eye;  and  if 
I  mistake  him,  I  call  on  him  to  correct  me.  Tbat 
gentleman  then  emphatically  said,  for  I  wrote  it 
down  at  the  lime,  that  it  was  not  to  the  amount 
that  this  Administration  had  expended,  but  to  its 
not  having  spent  enouch,lo  which  he  objected;  also 
to  the  manner  and  objects  to  which  the  money  had 
been  applied.  He  was  the  advocate  of  no  penu- 
rious, close  fisted  economy.  He  was  for  a  liberal 
expenditure,  such  as  was  necessary  to  carry  on  all 
the  internal  improvements  of  the  country,  for  re- 
pairing our  fortifications,  building  harbors,  im- 
proving our  navy,  &c  &c*  This,  sir,  was  what  I 
then  understood  that  gentleman  to  ?ay,  and  all  I 
have  heard  from  him  this  session  has  been  in  cor- 
roboration of  these  views.  (Mr.  E.  made  no  re* 
ply.)  Now,  sir,  I  ask  again  and  again,  bow  do 
these  sentiments  comport  with  this  continued  cry 
from  this  small  fry  of  politicians  about  "extrava- 
gance and  corruption?" — men,  sir,  that  are  not  even 
permitted  in  council  of  the  great  agitators  them- 
selves, who  have  ulterior  and  higher  objects  in 
view. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  one  other  thing  to 
which  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  this  House 
and  this  country.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Evani]  has  stated  emphatically,  I  think, 
again  and  again,  in  this  House,  that  it  was  not  the 
gross  amount  of  expenditures  that  had  been  made  by 
this  Administration  to  which  he  had  objected,  but 
more  to  their  "niggaraly  parsimony,"  (I  think  these 
were  the  wotds  which  he  used  on  one  occasion,)  and 
to  the  manner  and  objects  of  those  expendituies.  I, 
sir,  have  spoken,  in  another  place,  of  this  gentle- 
man *s  high  standing  with  bis  party,  and  the  weight 
to  which  every  thing  that  falls  from  him  is  entitled. 
Now,  sir,  mark  it;  I  had  the  honor,  but  a  few  days 
sine?,  to  visit  Another  part  of  this  Capitol/  whcie 
this  very  subject  of  "the  extravagance,  prodigality, 
and  corruption,*  of  mis  Administration,  was  under 
consideration.  It  was  then  and  there,  for  the  first 
time,  that  I  heard  and  saw.  the  gauntlet  thrown 
down  by  a  distinguished  gentleman, f  anoVall  chal- 
lenged to  touch  it  who  dare  to  discuss,  item  by 
item,  the  expdiency;  economy,  necessity,  and  pro- 
priety, of  any  single  object- ot  expenditure  that  had 
b-en  incurred  by  the  present  Administration;  and, 
sir,  wh»  can  conceive  my  utter  astonishment, 
when  I  saw  this  challenge  declined,  on  the  plea 
entered  by  another  distinguished  individual,* 
that  it  was  to  the  gross  amount  that  objections 
to  its  extravagance  had  been  made,  and  not 
to  the  items  or  particular  m inner  of  the  expen- 
ditures. Now,  sir,  here  are  two  positions  taken  by 
men  th«  most  distinguished  of  their  party,  as  dia- 
metrically opposite  as  are  the  poles,  yet  both  are 
hurried  on  with  equal  fervor  to  the  consummation 
of  their  ultimate,  though  diametrically  opposite,  ob- 
jects. Sir,  in  »hi«,  they  both  cannot  be  right;  there 
is  a  deadly  cross  fire  in  their  own  ranks,  by  soldiers 
of  equal  skill,  that  proves  by  demonstration,  conclu- 
sively, that  they  are  in  a  false  position,  and  tbat  a 
retreat  or  destruction  is  inevitable. 

But  the  cry  of  "corruption,  extravagance,  and  pro- 
digality," still  rings  through  my  ears.  This  caw, 
caw,  caw  note,  that  has  been  so  much  rung  in  every 
section  of  our  beloved  country,  to  impose  upon  the 
innocent,  but  too  credulous  yeomanry  of  our  hard 
working  and  laboring .  population,  to  win  them 
from  the  productive  interest  and  subjugate  them  to 
the  rule  of  unproductive  swindling  corporations. 

To  expose  the  authors  of  these  impositions, 
which,  I  confess,  commenced  and  had  their  origin 
here,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  document  which  should 


*I  wu  informed  by  Mr.  Marvin  of  New  York,  the  mover  of 
this  proposition,  that  it  embraced  an  expenditure  i>f  •2,000,000; 
by  others,  nearer  110,000,000. 

tMr.  Buchanan,  of  Peonsjlrania. 

J  Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky. 


forever  put  to  blush  the  individual  who  shall  dare 
repeat  it  again  on  this  floor,  however  often  it  may 
be  repeated  by  others  abroad,  for  the  want  of  better 
information.  It  is  composed  of  the  six  standing 
rules,  of  the  26  h  Congress,  of  this  Honse,  and  is 
to  be  found  in  the  following  words,  page  50,  "Con- 
gressional Directory,"  1841: 

"The  following  standing  committees  were  appointed  at  the 
first  session,  and  stand  through  the  Coomsj: 

Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Department  of  State.— 
Messrs.  Joseph  R.  Underwood,  Kentucky;  Joshua  LoweH, 
Maine;  Jesse  A.  Bjnum,  North  Carolina;  Joseph  TrumbnR, 
Connecticut;  George  W.  Crabb,  Alabama. 

Committee  on  Expenditure*  in  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury—  Messrs.  George  Evan*,  Maine;  Lot  Warren, 
Georgia;  Charles  G.  Atherton.  New  Hampshire;  NaihtaW 
Jones,  New  York;  Thomas  Oobornt,  Connecticut. 

Committee  on  Expenditure*  in  the  Department  e 
Messrs.   Peter  J.   Wagner,  New  Yoik;  Reuben   < 
Alabama;  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  Sooth  Carolina;  Nicholas  A 
New  York;  James  Cooper,  Pennsrlrank. 

Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Department  of  the 
Navy,—  Messrs.  Lever  tit  SaUonstalL,  Massachusetts;  WiOu 
Grew,  Kentucky;  Aaron  Vsnderpoel,  New  York;  James  Geny, 
Pennsylvania;  Wiliiam  Simonton,  Pennsylvania. 

Committee  on  Expenditure*  in  the  Department  of  the 
Poet  Office— Mewrs.  Richard  P.  Marvin,  New  York;  Gar- 
ret Davie,  Kentucky;  Linn  Boyd,  Kentucky;  Henry  8.  Lane, 
Indiana;  Joshua  Lowell,  Maine. 

Committee  on  Expenditure*  on  the  Public  Building*.— 
Messrs.  Edward  Stanly,  North  Carolina;  Thomas  Henry, 
Pennsylvania;  Joseph  Fornance,  Pennsylvania;  Nehemiah  Barf, 
New  York;  Seih  M.  Gates,  New  York.' 


Here,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  six  standing  commit- 
tees, composed  of  five  members,  with  a  chairman  on 
each,  and  two  others,  who  are  Whigs,  and  are  at 
violently  opposed  to  this  Administration  as  men 
w«ll  can  be. 

The  chairman  of  each  committee  is  a  Whig,  and 
with  two  others,  making  ihree  oat  of  five.  They 
have  foil  power  of  the  investigation  of  any  sub- 
ject that  may  have  had  the  least  relation  to  any 
expenditures  in  any  one  of  these  several  depart- 
ments. Yea,  sir,  more,  upon  the  suggestion,  or 
the  smpicion  of  any  extravagance  and  corruption 
in  any  of  those  departments,  it  became  their  dary 
to  institute  immediate  investigation,  and  to  report 
the  result  to  this  House  and  the  country. 

It  was  the  duty,  also,  of  every  member  of  tmt 
Home,  who  should  have  entertained  the  remotest 
idea  of  corruption  or  extravagance  existing  in  any 
of  these  departments,  to  have  made  it  known  by 
resolution  through  this  Qousc,  and  instructed  die 
committee,  who  had  cognizance  of  the  tacts,  to 
have  Inquired  into  them,  and  reported  forthwith 
the  facts  to  the  House  and  the  country. 

Here,  sir,  was  the  field  widely  opened  to  all  in- 
vestigation, with  committees  packed  in  their  own  fa- 
vor upon  every  subject  that  was  connected  with  tne 
•Government,  financial  and  otherwise.  Every  de- 
partment was  thrown  open  to  (Item,  anJ  they  were 
invited  to  walk  in;  to  examine  to  their  hearts'  *»«»- 
tent. 

Theie  was  no  longer  a  necessity  for  special 
mittees  to  investigate  iraud,  extravagance,  or  cor- 
ruption.   Here  they  were  appointed  by  their  own 
Speaker,  with  three  out  of  five  members  on  each 
committee,  with  the  chairman  at  their  bead.  Here, 
sir,  they  have  had  full  power  to  ascertain  the 
facts  in  relation  to  every  species  of  corruption 
and  extravagance.     For  tfce    whole  of  the  Jart 
session,    occupying    near   eight    months,    were 
those  commit'ees  in  session,  and  the  whole  of  this 
present  session;  and   what  have  they  done  in  urn 
way  of  detection  and  exposition  of  extravagance 
and  corruption?    Not  one  single  thing,  save  and 
except  fl  16  or  $216,  in  relation  to  this  said  branch 
mint,  and  which  all  admit  was  laid  oat  fur  mt 
benefit  of  the  public  grounds  connected  with  una 
mint.    Such,  sir,  is  the  record,  and  are  the  me* 
in  relation  to  this  universal  cry  and  "caw  note1* 
about  corruption  and  extravagance,  which   has 
caused  so  much  (he  condemnation  of  this  Demo- 
cratic Administration. 

Such  has  been  the  facilities  given  to  their  oppo- 
nents by  the  Democrats  of  ibis  body  to  investigate 
every  snpposable  case  of  fraud,  corruption,  or  ex- 
travagance; and  with  what  grace,  I  ask  now,  cam 
any  honorable  gentleman  rise  here,  and  repeat  urns 
charge,  knowing,  as  he  must,  that  he  hat 
only  to  intimate  it  to  one  ef  his  friends  en 
those  committees)  or  it  becomes  his  dntj, 
which  he  owes  both  to  this  House  ani 
his  constituents,   to  propose   to  instruct  one  <f 


'Those  names  in  italics  are  W^itf,  with  the 
committee. 
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these  committees,  to  inquire,  and  report  the 
facte  to  the  House,  in  relation  to  any  suspicion  he 
may  have?  Sir,  have  they  done  thii?  Will  ihey 
now  do  it?  No,  no,  no;  such  a  coarse  does  not 
suit  their  purpose,  as  it  makes  an  issue  with  them, 
and  pots  the  accused  on  his  trial,  which  is  not  a  part 
of  their  tactics  in  politics.  Their  system  is  to  con- 
demn without  a  tiial,  and  sentence  before  a  hear- 
ing and  by  vague  and  sly  insin nation,  to  infuse 
their  poison  in  the  public  mind.  Tbey  sliun  all  in- 
vestigation by  which  truth  is  to  be  elicited,  and 
resort  to  indiscriminate  charges,  founded  simply 
upon  their  own  reckless  assertion.  Yes, 
sir,  and  by  such  a  course  have  they  been  but  too 
successful  with  the  most  innocent  and  credulous  of 
the  country.  But  I  say  again,  such  a  course  can- 
not "come  to  good."  There  is  a  redeeming  sp'rit 
in  th?  people,  in  the  Democracy  of  this  country, 
that  must  and  will  in  time  overtake  them,  or  the 
Government  itself  is  undone.  What  man  have 
they  attempted  to  proscribe  in  this  way,  that  they 
have  not  already  immortalized  the  memory  of, 
wherever  they  have  been  brought  to  a  fair  investi- 
gation? Look  at  your  Secretary' of  the  Treasury, 
(Levi  Woodbury;)  they  have  erected,  sir,  for  him, 
an  immortality  'more  durable  than  bra<s.  They 
had  their  committee — und  tueh  a  one!  He  passed 
its  fiery  ordeal,  and  what  hair  has  been  scorched? 
Others,  too,  whom  they  dared  not  to  put  on  trial, 
whose  conduct  they  shrank  from  all  investigation 
of  by  committee,  are  doomed  to  rise  above  their 
petty  calumniators  and  traducers  in  immortal  glory. 
The  American  people  only  want  time  to  reflect,  to 
be  convinced  of  the  character  of  the  unholy  war- 
fare that  has  been  waged  against  the  Democracy, 
for  the  profits  of  their  labor — mechanical  and  pro- 
ductive. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  frequently  taunted  with 
our  promises  of  economy  while  opposing  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  now 
sits  before  me,  [Mr.  Adams  ]  The  innocent  and 
uninformed  have  been  led  to  believe  that  the  entire 
opposition  of  the  Republicans  to  the 'administration 
of  Mr.  Adams  was  founded  on  its  enormous  ex- 
penditures in  the  public  departments.  Not  so,  sir. 
There  were  higher  principles  at  issue  in  that  contest 
than  in  any  expenditure  of  revenue.  The  Demo- 
crats objected  to  the  manner  in  which  that  Admi- 
nistration had  coma  into  power,  as  anti-Republican. 
The  honorable  gentleman  never  did  receive  a  ma- 
jority of  the  vows  of  the  American  people.  He 
was  not  even  the  highest  candidate  who  reached  the 
House  of  Representatives,  but  was  taken  up,  as  it 
was  supposed,  by  an  unholy  alliance  between  high 
contracting  parties,  though  with  a  less  vote  than 
General  Jackson,  and  was  forced  in  on  the  people 
as  a  minority  President— which  aroused  the  De- 
mocracy in  every  section  of  the  Republic  to  re- 
venge this  wanton  usurpation  of  popular  rights. 
The  people  took  the  subject  in  hand,  and  at  the 
next  election  rebuked  that  Administration,  by  plac- 
ing in  power  another,  at  the  head  of  which  they 
placed  the  distinguished  individual  who  had  ob- 
tained the  greatest  number  of  votes  at  the  preced- 
ing Presidential  election. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  in  exposing 
the  character  and  parties  to  that  coalition,  and  while 
upon  this  subject,  said: 

"Sir,  I  have  much  to  say,  which  neither  my  own  weakness, 
nor  my  regard  to  the  politeness  of  this  House,  will  permit  me 
now  to  say.  As  I  have  exonerated  the  principal  in  that  weigh- 
ty affair  of  the  billiard  table.  I  alao  exonerate  him  and  his  Lieu- 
tenant from  every  charge  of  collusion  in  the  first  instance,  and, 
if  it  is  In  order,  I  will  state  the  reasons  for  my  opinion,    whi 


the  alliance  was  first  patched  up  between  the  two  great  leaders 
of  the  Beat  and  West,  neither  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
had  the  promotion  of  the  present  incumbent  at  all  In  view. 
Sir.  T  speak  knowingly  as  to  one  of  these  parties,  and  with  the 
highest  degree  of  moral  probability  of  the  other.     Can  it  be 
necessary  that  I  prove  this?    The  thing  proves  itself.    The  ob- 
ject was  to  bring  in  one  of  the  parties  to  the  compact,  whom  the 
Constitution  subsequently  excluded,  and  of  course  to  provide 
for  the  other.    A  gentleman,  then  of  this  House,  was  the 
candidate  who.  to  the  last  hour,  cast   many  a  longing  al- 
though   not    lingering  look,   with  oat-stretched    neck,    to- 
wards Louisiana  —jugulo   quaeeita  negatur  —  to  discover 
whether  or  not  he  should  be  one  upon  the  list.    Sir,  it  is 
impossible  that  he  could,  in  the  first  instance,  have  looked 
to  the  elevation  of  another,  or  have  designed  to  promote  the 
▼tews,  of  any  man  but  In  subserviency  te  his  own.    Sir,  common 
sense  forbids  it.    But,  sir,  all  these  calculations,  however  skil- 
ful, and  Dmxonoui  could  not  have  made  better,  utterly  failed. 
Mr.  Crawford  most  obstinately  and  unreasonably ,  I  confess,  re- 
fused to  die.    It  was  certainly  very  disobliging  in  him.    I  saw 
him  before  I  went  abroad,  and  I  thought  it  was  an  hundred  to 
one  that  he  could  not  survive  the  summer,  no  was  then  dead  to 
efwr  purpose,  public  or  prirste.   I*iu«ti*oa  refused  ts>  vote 


as  obstinately  as  Mr.  Crawford  refused  to  die;  and  so  the  gen- 
tleman was  excluded.  It  was  then  that  Mr.  Adame  was  first 
taken  up,  asatwsaOer,  which  we  planters  of  the  South  trans- 
late, a  hand  plant 

11  Sir,  1  have  a  right  to  know;  I  had  a  long  while  before  an  in- 
terview with  the  very  great  man;  but  not  on  that  subject;  no, 
sir.  it  was  about  business  of  this  House;  and  he  so  far  descended, 
I  should  rather  say,  of  so  great  a  man,  condescended,  as  to  elec- 
tioneer even  with  me.  He  said  to  me,  among  other  matters,  if 
Jou  of  the  South  will  give  us  of  the  West  any  other  man  than 
ohn  Quincy  Adaou  for  President,  we  will  support  him.  Let 
any  man  deny  this  who  dare;  but  remember,  sir,  he  then  ex* 
pectod  to  be  a  candidate  before  the  House  himself.    Tf  you  will 

K"  ^  us  any  other  man.  Sir,  the  gentleman  in  question  can 
ve  no  disposition  to  deny  it.  It  was  at  a  lime  when  he  and 
the  present  incumbent  were  publicly  pitted  against  each  other, 
and  Mr.  Adams  had  crowed  defiance,  and  clapped  h'.e  wings 
against  the  Cock  of  Kentucky.  Sir,  1  know  this  to  be  a  strong 
mode  of  expression.  I  did  not  take  it  literally.  I  thought! 
understood  the  meaning  to  be  that  Virginia,  by  her  strenuous 
support  of  Mr.  Crawlord,  would  further  the  success  of  Mr. 
Adams.  4Any  other  man,  sir,  besides  John  Quincy  Adams.1 
Now,  as  neither  Mr.  Crawford  nor  General  Jackson,  in  the  end, 
proved  to  be  'any  other  man,'  it  follows  clearly  who  any  other 
man  was.  viz:  one  other  man,  id  e*/,  myself,  as  a  gentleman  once 
said  in  this  House,  we  will  support  him.  But,  sir,  as  soon  as 
this  egomet  was  out  of  question,  we  of  the  South  lost  all  our 
influence,  and  'we  of  the  West*  gave  us  of  the  south  this  very 
John  Quincy  Adams  for  President,  and  received  from  him  the 
very  office,  which,  being  held  by  him,  we  of  the  West  assigned 
as  the  cause  of  our  support,  considering  it  to  be  a  sort  of  rever- 
sionary interest  in  the  Presidency,  (fee  the  letter  to  Mr.  F. 
Brooks. )  It  was  indeed  'ratsbane  in  our  mouth,'  but  we  swal- 
lowed the  arsenic. 

"Sir,  I  will  take  the  letter  to  the  President  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals  in  Virginia;  and  on  that  letter,  and  on  facts  which  are  noto- 
rious as  the  sun  at  noonday,  it  must  be  established  that  there  was 
a  collusion,  and  a  corrupt  collusion,  between  the  principals  in 
this  affair.  I  do  not  say  the  agreement  was  a  written,  or  even  a 
verbal  one.  I  know  the  language  of  the  poet  is  true;  that  men,  who 
'meet  to  do  a  damned  deed,'  cannot  bring  even  themselves  to 
speak  of  it  in  distinct  terms;  they  cannot  call  a  spade  a  spade; 
but  eke  out  their  unholy  purposes  with  dark  hints,  and  inuen- 
does,  and  signs,  and  shrugs,  where  more  is  meant  than  meets 
the  ear."' 

Such  were  the  sentiments  and  such  the  testimony 
of  thai  distinguished  statesman,  who  is  now  no 
moro.  Such  is  the  evidence  that  he  left  on  record 
against  these  high  contracting  parties.  He  has  told 
all  posterity  the  principles  for  which  the  Demo- 
crats contended  in  their  opposition  to  that  Admi- 
nistration, and  the  example  that  they  had  resolved 
to  make  of  those  high  dignitaries,  who  had  dared 
to  disregard  the  will  of  the  people,  and  for  conside- 
rations, implied  or  expressed,  bid  defiance  to  the 
known  wishes  of  their  constituents. 

The*e  things,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  not  to  be  for- 
ge tten.  It  is  good  for  the  country  that  we"  some- 
time recur  to  first  principles — it  is  the  retrospect  of 
the  past,  that  sometimes  throw  light  on  the  future* 
and  gentlemen  who  contend  under  a  leader,  all 
covered  with  guilt,  should  be  at  least  cautious  how 
they  throw  corruption  at  others. 

But,  sir,  we  have  peen  frequently  taunted  for 
extravagance,  and  it  has  been  told  that  we  con- 
tended for  an  economical  Administration,  and  bad 
deceived  the  country;  that  we  had  opposed  the  ex- 
travagance of  the  Adams  administration,  but  had 
been  more  guilty  of  it  ourselves. 

Now,  sir,  here  again  I  take  issue,  and  will  show 
that  the  principles  then  avowed  on  the  subject  of 
extravagance,  were  carried  out  in  good  faith,  and 
adhered  to  by  the  Democrats  most  sacredly,  until 
tbey  had  effectaally  accomplished  their  objects,  and 
redeemed  their  pledge.  Sir,  they  did  object  to  the 
extravagance  of  that  Administration,  and  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  it  was  founded;  and,  sir,  it  was 
not  to  your  little  l'pitayvne  two  pence  hapenny"  ex- 
travagance cf  a  little  contemptible  office  holder — 
not  to  a  little  outlay  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen  dol- 
lars, or  the  puny  vagaries  of  a  few  starving  clerks, 
or  to  old  spoon*  and  dithes,  old  bedsteads,  towels,  and 
other  culinary  implements.  No,  sir,  no:  those  were 
not  the  objects  of  Democratic  reform — they  were 
reserved  for  other  men,  and  other  times — to  the 
other  party,  with  a  new  born  zeal.  The  Demo- 
crats looked  at  high  objects;  they  were  in  no  jest 
upon  subjret*  of  extravagance  to  tickle  the  vulgar 
and  delude  the  multitude.  They  went  for  princi- 
ple, asctrubt  they  ever  will,  and  opposed  princi- 
ples which  involved  the  expending  and  squander- 
ing of  millions  and  thousands  of  millions  of  the 
people's  money,  and  thereby  incurring  a  national 
debt  that  unborn  generations  would  never  be  able 
to  pay. 

What  were  those  principles,  then,  involved  in 
that  contest?  They  were  the  principles  on  which 
was  founded  the  right  and  expediency  of  carrying 
on  a  system  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Na- 
tional Government— that  was  the  nature  of  the  ex- 
travagance opposed  with  so  much  vehemence  by 


the  Demccratic  party;  that  was  the  character  of 
extravagance  that  was  so  signally  rebuked  by  the 
people  in  that  great  struggle.  Yes,  sir,  an  ex- 
travagance carrying  with  it  a  sys  em  of  corruption 
and  prodigality,  tbjit  well  might  cause  the  people 
fear  and  trembling.  It  was  to  this  kind  of  ex- 
travagance and  corruption  to  which  the  Democratic 
party  looked  for  reform  and  retrenchment,  and 
which,  sir.  they  have  ultimately  effected,  trium- 
phantly effected,  and  by  no  "humbuggery"  about 
office  holder?,  and  high  salaries,  and  "kitchen  /ur- 
ntttire." 

The  amount  of  the  millions  and  hundred  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars  that  was  sought  to  be  expended 
then  by  the  Opposition  party,  who  are  now  to  be 
placed  in  powei  for  their  notions  of  reform  and 
economy,  are  justly  illustrated  by  the  following  re- 
marks of  a  distinguished  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, ['he  Hon.  William  Smith,]  who  has  since  de- 
parted this  life,  at  his  private  residence,  in  the  State  . 
of  Alabama;  and,  as  a  Southern  planter  of  worth 
and  intelligence,  he  has  left  few  equals  r£hind,and 
no  superior.  In  this  speech,  delivered  in  the  Se- 
nate by  this  distinguished  and  extraordinary  man 
on  the  11th  of  April,  1828,  in  opposition  to  the  ex- 
travagance of.  that  Administration,  is  contained 
jhese  facts,  to  which  I  call  the  particular  attention 
of  the  committee,  in  demonstration  of  thecharac  er 
*  of  the  extravagant  measures  then  opposed  by  the 
Democratic  party,  but  advocated  then  by  the  party  ' 
now  calling  themselves,  Whigs: 

"It  was,  Mr.  8.  said,  among  his  objection*  to  the  system,  the 

Sreat  inequality  and  fnjueticeof  ita  practical  operation*  in  the 
liferent  sections  or  the  Union.  And  this  fact  was  fully  demon- 
strated. At  the  present  session  there  were  applications  from 
the  Western  States,  all  of  which -had  received  already  Jarge  do* 
nations  in  public  lands  for  at  least  10.000,060  of  acres  for  inter* 
rial  improvements  and  other  pu rposev  of  their  own.  And  there 
were  applications  now  before  Congress,  in  some  shape  or  other, 
for  appropriations  for  internal  improvements  in  the  different 
States,  except  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  for 
more  than  $300,000,000.  And  with  all  this  preparation  and  ap- 
propriation in  the  other  States  to  fill  them  with  roads  and  ca- 
nals, at  the  expense  of  the  public  Treasury,  not  a  chain  had 
been  stretched,  nor  a  Jacob  staff  planted,  within  the  States  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  by  authority  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment, for  that  purpose;  and  because  ineir  Legislature  have 
not  deemed  it  constitutional,  nor  proper  that  their  members  in 
Congress  shall  join  in  the  general  struggle  for  the  mere  favors 
of  the  General  Government,  and  higgle  and  huckster  for  a  road 
or  a  canal,  as  they  would  in  a  market  or  fair  for  a  bale  of  goods 
or  an  ox." 

Here,  sir,  me  are  informed  that  at  that  time*  at 
one  single  session,  there  were  applications  and 
projects  before  Congress  to  the  amonnt  of 
$300,000,000*  for  objects  of  internal  improvements, 
without  an  application  from  two  large  and  respec- 
table States  of  this  Union,  which,  takine  the  year 
1818  as  an  average,  exported  within  f  3,000, 000  as 
much  as  the  whole  of  the  States  north  of  the  Poto- 
mac, f  except  Maryland,  that  exported  about 
$4,000,000. 
This  distinguished  Senator  in  con  tin  nation  said: 
"Sir,  it  is  not  the  revenue  you  collect  on  foreign  merchandise 
that  constitutes  the  real  wealth  of  a  nation.  It  is  the  amount 
of  your  exports  you  are  enabled  to  send  abroad,  that  constitutes 
your  national  wealth."  "  *  *  *  "And  turn  it  as  you  will, 
all  your  revenue  is  ultimately  paid  from  the  agricultural  pur- 
suits of  the  laboring  community,  who  are  entitled  to  their  full 
share  of  the  dividends  of  the  IVeasurya" 

Without  going  into  the  enormity  of  the  inequali- 
ty and  prodigality  of  such  an  extravagant  amoont, 
which  was  then  sanctioned  by  the  principles  and 
recommended  by  the  self  same  party,  that  has  since 
become  the  advocates  of  economy  under  another 
name,  I  shall  confiae  myself  simply  to  the  enormi- 
ty of  the  amoanis-tbat  they  then  had  in  contempla- 
tion to  expend.  Let  it  be  held  in  mind  that 
|300,000,000  had  been  applied  for,  exclusive  of 
two  large  States  J1  which*  if  rewarded  accord- 
ing to  their  exports,  would  have  increased 
these  applications  near  $ 200,000  000  more,  mak- 
ing an  aggregate  of  about  500,000,000  dol- 
lars, at  a  time,  too,  sir,  when  this  nation  was  in 
debt  to  the  amount  of  near  f  70,000,000,  which,  had 
these  measures  met  the  approbation  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  in  the  aggregate  would  have  left  this 
natkn  in  debt  not  less  than  $570,000,000;  and  if 
that  party  had  failed  in  their  opposition  to  soeh 
measures,  would  have  been  increased  by  this  time 
into  a  national  debt  of  from  one  thousand  to  two 
thousand  millions  of  dollars;  just  enough,  sir,  to 

*  See  report,  Executive  documents  to  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  1828.  * 

t  See  table  of  statistics  of  Watterson  and  Vanzaodt. 
t  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 
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have  realized  all  (heir  splendid  hopes  of  a  "great 
notional  debt  being  a  great  national  blessing." 

Such  were  the  extravagance,  prodigality,  and 
corruption,  to  which  we  directed  all  our  energies 
of  reform  in  the  revolution  of  1828;  against  ihis 
monstrous  doctrine,  of  British  origin,  that  "a  great  na- 
tional debt  is  a  great  national  blessing,"  it  was  against 
that  we  waged  war,  which  resulted  in  a  glorious 
triumph,  and  the  prostration  of  the  whole  "Ameri- 
can system**  party,  who  were  then  their  advocates, 
but  who  are  now  again  raised  to  power  by  the  wild 
infatuation  of  a  deluded  country,  who,  in  my  judg- 
ment, are  destined  to  witness  (if  they  have  not  autho- 
rised it  by  their  own  recent  acts)  a  reiteration  of 
the  same  attempt  to  rivet  on  them  the  renewal  of 
this  selfsame  "American  system,** — with  recupera- 
ted energies,  backed  and  sustained  by  the  omnipo- 
tent power  of  the  great  paper  credit  system,  to  filch 
from  the  laboring  and  productive  classes  the  profits 
of  their  industry,  and,  by  its  po*er  of  oppression  of 
those  classes,  to  subjugate  them,  and  force  them  to 
a  final  a/quiescence  and  submission  to  their  tyran- 
nical and  oppressive  measures  of  tariff  taxation— of 
extortion,  and  extravagance. 

This  is  the  species  of  extravagance  and  corrup- 
tion, and  their  results,  that  the  Democracy  were 
pledged  to  oppose,  and  which  they  have  faithfully 
carried  out  to  the  letter,  so  far  as  they  have  had 
the  power.  Nor  have  they  failed,  upon  propcr^vi- 
denee  being  produced,  to  correct  such  other  extra- 
vagance in  any  of  the  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  may  have  occurred  even  amongst  the  sala- 
ried officers,  however  much  of  minor  consequence  to 
the  great  principles  of  extravagance,  that  they  had 
in  view  for  reformation  and  retrenchment. 

It  is  remarkable,  sir,  to  have  observed  the  decla- 
rations of  the  honorable  member  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Adams]  in  relation  to  our  State  debts. 
He  stated  that  the  debts  of  the  States  were 
upwards  of  #200,000,000,  and  that  they  had  been  in- 
curred for  internal  improvements,  which  should 
have  been  effected  for  them  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment—no  great  difference  between  the  absolute 
debt  and  the  projected  one,  as  stated  in  the  speech 
of  the  diatirguished  Senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, to  which  I  have  referred;  and  the  only 
difference  W,  likely,  that  which  might  be 
saved  by  the  conducting  such  works  by  the 
States  hazing  them  under  their  immediate  con- 
trol, and  that  of  the  General  Government, 
whose  control  would  be  more  remote  and  more  sus- 
ceptible of  a  loss.  And  in  this,  too,  the  honorable 
member  gives  us  no  obscure  hint,  that  it  is  the  de» 
sign  of  his  party,  if  they  dare  do  it,  to  assume  tne5e 
debts  of  the  States  in  fome  shape  or  other,  and 
saddle  them  on  the  shoulders  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment. In  fact,  in  substance,  such  were  his 
emphatic  declaration :  But,  sir,  I  will  pursue  that 
branch  of  the  subject  no  farther,  in  vindication  of 
the  party  with  which  I  act,  vgainst  the  charge' of 
extravagance  and  corruption,  and  feel  perfectly 
safe  in  trusting  the  whole  subject  to  an  impartial 
public. 

I  will  return  again  to  the  branch  mint,  for  the 
continuance  of  which,  a  motion  has  been  made  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
GassN,]  to  8th ke  ont  the  appropriation.  I  con.*i- 
der  this  question  as  directly  involving  the  conside- 
ration of  a  National  Bank.  We  cannot  be  for 
abolishing  our  mints,  without  bavin*  in  contempla- 
tion a  substitue;  and  sir,  no  one  will  deny  that  that 
substitute  is  a  National  Bank.  The  annihilation 
of  one  is,  in  effect,  the  substitution  of  the  other. 
They  are,  in  fact,  antagonistical  propositions  in  a 
great  measure.  The  friends  of  the  one  *re  prone  to 
view  the  other  with  great  suspicion. 

Now,  sir,  I  here  take  my  stand,  not  only'against 
a  National  Bank  as  a  substitute  for  our  min's — to 
afford  the  laboring  agricultural  classes  paper  pro- 
mises as  a  substitute  for  gold  and  silver,  as  equiva- 
lent for  their  labor  and  produce— bnt,  sir,  against 
the  whole  system  of  banking  as  it  is  now  carried  on 
in  this  country,  as  one  of  plunder  and  robbery  of  the 
great  planting,  productive,  and  laboring  classes  of 
the  country.  I  stand  opposed  to  this  whole  system 
of  robbery  of  the  planting,  lab  d  ring,  mechanical 
clasfes,  as  one  unknown  to  the  constitutional 
framers  of  our  Government,  and  one  which  was 
openly  and  expressly  repudiated  and  rejected  by 


them,  in  refusing  to  grant  the  power  (while  in  the 
Federal  Convention  that  sst  at  Philadelphia)  to 
Congress  to  form,  originate,  or  establish,  any  snch 
corporations  whatever.  1  oppose  them,  sir,  as  a 
spurious  batch— an  offspring  illegitimately  begotten 
pf  your  Government,  b  nh  State  and  General,  if  you 
please,  unauthorized,  and  not  sanctioned  by  any 
safeguard  of  your  nation.  I  oppose  them  as  en- 
gendering, and  as  having  already  engendered,  an 
interest  and  influence  in  the  country,  not  provided 
for  under  the  Constitution  of  the  nation,  nor  foresee, 
nor  even  dieamed  of,  by  its  illustrious  founders— 
an  interest  that  has  grown,  sir,  with  gigantic 
strides,  and  has  thrown  a  sha£e,  and  does,  at  this 
time,  both  here  and  abroad,  over  all  other  in- 
terest known  and  provided  for  by  the  fathers  of  the 
Constitution. 

Sir,  what  were  the  great  interests  referred  to 
dur  ng  the  long  discussions  that  took  place  in  the 
Federal  Convention  that  framed  your  Constitution? 
What  were  those  referred  to  in  your  State  C<  nven- 
tions  that  sanctioned  your  Federal  Constitution? 
What  were  they,  I  emphatically  ask,  (after  the 
preservation  of  liberty,)  but  the  commercial,  ma- 
nufacturing, and  agricultural  interests  of  the  coun- 
try? They  held  them  as  the  great  primary 
interests  of  the  nation,  as  spoken  of,  referred  to, 
and  reiterated  over  and  over  again  in  your  Federal 
Convention,  and  in  every  State  Convention  that 
was  held  at  that  time  in  the  nation;  but*  sir,  which 
are  now  held  as  only  secondary  considerations  to 
the  great  paramount  interest  of  bank  corporations, 
rallying  around  them  all  the  unproductive  interests 
and  influences  of  the  nation,  more  potent  than  all 
the  others  combined,  and  have  thereby  effected 
a  most  complete  revolution  in  the  whole  theory 
and  practice  of  your  constitutional  Government, 
and  if  not  speedily  arrested  in  their  rnward  course, 
must  in  future  makeat.d  unmake  all  yoor  Presi- 
dents ad  libitum,  and  mooarchs  too,  if  it  be  their  plea- 
sure. 

Will  any  man  here  dare  deny  their  predominant 
influence  in  this  nation  at  this  time  over  any  one 
other  interest,  and  all  combined,  of  those  to  which  I 
have  referred.  A  fact  not  more  humiliating  to  the 
proud  spirit  of  every  free  American,  than  it  is  appal- 
ling to  every  friend  to  the  freedom  and  independence 
of  his  country  throughout  the  Republic  They  have 
effected  a  revolution  in  our  whole  free  Republican 
system,  that  the  united  armies  of  all  Christendom 
could  not  have  effected  in  the  same  length  of  time. 
Facts,  which  the  faithful  historian  must  record,  to 
our  shame  and  lasting  infamy,  proving  ourselves  a 
degenerate  race  of  a  noble  ancestry. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  told  that  in  the  last 
Presidential  election,  the  people  decided  in  fa- 
vor of  a  National  Bank,  and  sanctioned  this  mon- 
strous system  of  banking  in  the  country.  Sir,  can 
it  be  so?  I  cannot  believe  it.  We  have  n«t  kss 
than  ten  subjects  that  the  people,  we  are  told,  de- 
cided at  the  last  Presidential  election,  and  have  they 
done  it?    Here  they  are — 

1st.  That  they  are  fo  have  a  National  Bank  of 
$50,000,000  or  #100,000,000  capital. 

2d.  That  the  taxes  are  to  be  increased  by  an  in- 
create  of  your  tarty  (upon  luxuries,  you  are  kind 
enough  to  say,)  Ac. 

31.  The  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

4  h.  Internal  improvement  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment, or  the  assumption  of  the  State  debtj. 

5th.  Reform  and  retrenchment,  and  the  expul- 
sion of  corruption,  <fec. 

6th.  The  creation  of  light  houses  and  the 
building  and  rebuilding  of  harbors,  fortifications, 
Ac. 

7th.  That  the  making  a  national  debt  to  supply 
temporary  deficiencies  in  the  revenue,  was  prefera- 
ble to  the  use  of  Treasury  notes,  looking  to  it  as  a 
national  blessing. 

8  h.  The  immediate  and  unqualified  repeal  of 
the  I  a  dependent  Treasury  law,  and  the  immediate 
reunion  of  Bank  and  State  to  fleece  and  tyrannise 
over  our  people. 

9th.  The  call  of  an  extra  session,  to  put  in  ope- 
ration this  odious  system,  before  the  people  are  al- 
lowed time  to  detect  the  imposition. 

10th,  and  lastly.  That  General  William  Henry 
Harrison  is  a  real,  and  not  a  sham  hero* 


I  mi&ht  aid  another,  which  the  Abolitionists  say 
was  decided  in  their  favor,  but  as  it  mieht  be  eon- 
sidered  out  of  ortier,  I  shall  omit  it  for  the  present 

[Here  some  of  the  Southern  members  said,  is 
an  under  tone,  it  was  oat  of  order,  and  the  chair- 
man indicated  that  it  would  be.] 

Sir,  I  shall  not  press  it,  although  I  believe  it  was 
decided  in  their  favor  as  much  as  any  other  ques- 
tion was  decided  by  the  people,  except  that  General 
Harrison  should  be  President — an  effect  which 
was  produced,  tn  my  opinion,  by  combined  causes, 
brought  about  mostly  by  that  great  and  potent  in- 
fluence of  the  banking  interest,  which,  by  a  certaia 
process,  was  made  to  circulate  through  and  pene- 
trate every  city,  village,  and  ham  Jet  in  the  land. 

I  do  not  believe,  sir,  that  the  mass  of  the  people 
were  bribed  by  those  institutions.  No,  sfr:  far  be 
It  from  me  to  suppose  such  a  thing.  There  was  no 
cause  for  such  bribery.  But  that  ihese  institutions, 
or  those  interested  deeply  in  them,  used  them  as  po- 
litical machinery  to  coerce,  rouse  and  agitate  the 
people  against  their  Government,  there  is  not  a 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  intelligent  man  in  this 
country,  and  that  their  means  were  used,  in  every 
possible  way,  to  effect  their  object,  there  is  Just  ss 
liitle  doubt?  It  may  be  asked,  how  was  this 
done.  I  answer,  in  a  variety  of  ways.  First,  by  fur- 
nishing and  circulating,  by  agents  employed,  politi- 
cal documents  themselves;  and  secondly,  by  fur- 
nishing their  partisans  the  means  to  do  it;  the 
enlisting  public  presses,  by  accommodation! 
in  their  favor,  and  furnishing  the  meant  for  by 
continuance  of  some,  and  the  establishing  of  others, 
through  the  whole  country,  to  operate  upon  public 
opinion,  and  to  reuse  and  excite  the  people  to  re- 
sist any  and  every  thing  in  Government  that  did 
not  promote  their  immedia'e  interest*.  Yes,  sir, 
ye?;. you  now  have  it;  it  was  the  influence  of  the 
banking  institutions  orer  the  public  presses  of  the 
country,  that  brought  about,  more  than  any  other 
cause,  the  revolution  in  1840;  and,  sir, with  the  same 
machinery  and  materials,  they  can  bring  about  aat- 
ther  in  1844,  and  1848,  and  1852,  and  as  often  as  it 
becomes  th'ir  interest  to  do  so,  until  the  people  are 
aroused  with  a  juu  sense  of  the  enormity  of  their 
powers,  and  the  variety  of  means  they  use  to  effect 
their  objects,  and  pass  sentence  of  annhiiauon  or 
reform  on  their  whole  system  of  opera  Inn.  Yet, 
sir,  here  is  the  interest.  Here  is  the  influenc*  that 
has  undermined  the  great  constitutional  fabric 
erected  by  the  immortal  fathers  of  the  Revolution 
of  1776.  This  has  been  the  operation  of  that  bas- 
tardly power,  unbegotten  of  the  Constitution  of  our 
forefathers — rejected  and  repudiated  by  them  in 
convention  assembled,  to  influence  and  overcome 
the  rieht  of  suffrage  of  a  great  and  tree  people,  is 
the  selection  of  the  highest  presiding  officer  of  the 
nation. 

Yet  we  are  insultingly  told  that  the  people  wflk 
that  it  should  be  so.  We  are  told,  too,  if  the  banes 
are  let  alone  they  will  give  peace  to  the  country. 
How,  sir?  How?  I  say  while  they  exist  as  they 
are,  there  ntver  can  be  peace  or  repose  is  this 
country.  Does  not  the  very  success  of  their  ope- 
rations depend  upon  their  expansions  and  contrac- 
tions. While  this  process  is  continned,  how  can 
there  bs  peace  or  repose?  Sir,  the  very  idea  of  a 
banks  giving  peace  or  repose  to  a  people,  is  a  con- 
tradiction in  the  very  nature  of  things;  they  never, 
never,  can  have  it  while  they  exist  unbridled,  as  lacy 
have  been  for  years.  I  have  asserted  thai  the  wish 
system  of  banking  is  a  mere  system  of  eitrnetiaf 
the  profits  of  the  laborer  and  producer,  from  dm 
hands  of  those  who  toil  in  its  prodncuoRaaaa 
illustration  of  the  fact,  suppose  there  van  aces* 
munity  pf  bankers,  and  no  other  subjects  nana 
which  they  could  operate?  Can  the  mind  couwarve 
a  condition  more  wretched,  in  which  mtuajaa 
could  be  placed?  Why,  sir,  such  Wftnld'befe 
starving  condition  of  such  a  community,  that  Aey 
would  be  compelled  to  feed  one  upon  the  eaxenjsof 
another,  until  the  entire  society  should  T 
tinct. 


But,  sir,  how  different  would  that 
who  lived  without  the  curse  of  those 
who  depend  upon  their  honest  labor  for  alfrnV 
hood,  and  the  produce  of  the  soil  given*  shemsf 
the  God  of  nature,  whereon  to  feed,  mtsd 
their  raiment?  In  such  a  state,  a  i 
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not  fail  to  enjoy  all  the  blessings  that  tbe  earth 
•fibrded,  without  the  least  prospect  of  starvation, 
or  of  suffering,  where  the  means  of  industry  were 
properly  applied,  and  the  greatest  profusion  and 
abundance  in  tbe  production  of  the  earth  would 
be  theirs.  Such  would  be  the  striking  contrast  be- 
tween a  banking  communi'y,  and  one  where  a 
bank  was  not  allowed  lo  exist.  It  is  therefore 
ekar  that  it  is  from  the  productive  interest  alone, 
that  banks  derive  their  greates  tprofits,  either  directly 
or  indirectly. 

Sir,  these  institutions  are  at  war  with  the  best 
interests  of  the  nation  in  another  way.  They  ar> 
tract  both  capital  and  labor  of  thousands  and  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  from  the  pursuits  of  productive 
industry  and  mechanical  labor,  and  convert  them 
into  an  unproductive  mass  of  bankers,  stockjob- 
bers, speculator?,  and  sinecures,  and  disseminate 
them  throughout  the  country,  to  suck  the  very 
lifta  blood  of  those  who  do  labor  in  mechanism,  or 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  So  far,  then,  they 
•peraie  most  injuriously  to  the  great  growing  inte- 
rests of  the  nation,  and  add  nothing  to  the  wealth  of 
the  country,  but  act  as  continual  embarrassments 
to  its  onward  course  in  tbe  production  of  substan- 
tial national  wealth,  and  creating  continual  embar- 
rassments to  the  operation  of  our  whole  political  ma- 
chine, by  their  eternal  contractions,  extortions,  and 
expansions,  and  thereby  rendering  themselves  a 
Might  to  all  onr  internal  repose  and  national  pros- 
perity. 

Their  injurious  operations,too,  upon  our  manufac- 
turing classes,  seem  to  have  been  greatly  overlooked 
by  many  of  the  first  statesmen  and  financiers  of 
the  age.  It  dots  appear,  sir,  clear  to  me,  that  no- 
thing could  act  moie  injurious  to  the  manufactur- 
ing interest  themselves,  than  the  banking  system 
to  which  1  have  alluded,  and  at  the  head  of  which 
I  have  placed  a  grtat  National  Bank.  It  is  clear 
o  my  view  as  noon  day,  (though  no  manufacturer,) 
hat  the  whole  operation  of  the  banking  system,  as 
it  present  carried  on,  is  in  deadly  hostiiiy  to 
;very  manufacturing  intere-t  in  the  nation,  and 
hus  here  involves  the  immediate  consideration  of 
'8  operation  on  the  tariff  to  a  certain  extent.  To 
ne  it  has  been  an  unaccountable  fact,  that  the 
nost  of  those  who  professed  the  greatest  friend- 
hip  for  the  manufactories,  and  the  most  s  trena- 
ils advocates  for  hifeh  protective  tariffs,  for  the 
»enefit  of  those  manufactories,  should  be  the  loud- 
st  in  their  cries  for  a  National  Bank,  and  the  most 
ictive  advocates  of  every  State  institution  of  a 
tanking  character. 

Now,  sir,  it  does  appear  to  me  most  obvious, 
hat  nothing  could  be  more  destructive  to  the 
aanufaciunng  interests,  than  an  inflated,  bloated 
taper  currency,  given  by  these  banks  to  tbe  conn-' 
ry;  and  to  ask  lor  protection,  by  a  tariff,  to  your 
uanufacturing  interest,  while  you  advocate  the 
tanking  sys'em  with  its  inflated  currency,  does 
pptar  to  be  an  inconsistency  amounting  to  a  state 
if  delirium  or  madness— a  heterodox  at  war  with 
he  plainest  doctrines  of  an  unbiassed  reason  and 
♦radical  common  sense.  Let  us  examine  for  a  mo- 
sent  the  practical  operation?  By  this  paper  inflated 
inrrency,  tbe  price  of  every  article  of  consump- 
k>n,  the  price  of  every  commodity  necessary  to  be 
ised  in  your  manufactories — the  price  cf  labor, 
yen,  is  raised  to  a  fictitious  and  inflated  value  in 
oar  operations,  to  the  amount  of  from  one  to  two 
inndred  per  cent.  Under  these  circumstances, 
onr  raw  materials  are  manufactured  at  an  immense 
ost,  arising  entirely  from  the  stimulated  inflation 
>f  your  paper  currency  banking  system.  They  are 
hen  taken  by  the  vender  to  market,  (say  in  Pbila- 
Lelphia,  if  you  please,  and  are  there  brought  in 
jompetition,  for  the  first  time,  with  similar  fabrics 
nann factored  in  Europe,  (say  in  England,  France, 
>r  Germany,)  where  the  jami  or  similar  articles 
lave  been  manufactured,  with  labor,  with  commo- 
litiea  of  consumption,  of  use  in  ^fabrication  of 
he  articles,  procured  at  the  prices  given  them  by  a 
nors  stable  and  permanent  curreney,  at  a  less  cost 
:o  the  manufacturer,  by  from  one  hundred  to  two 
Hundred,  and  sometimes  four  or  Aye  hundred  per 
sent  By  this  means,  it  is  clear  that  the  American 
manufacturer,  with  no  better  article,  is  compelled 
to  sell  at  double  the  price  at  which  similar  and  often 
better  articles  can  be  purchased  of  the  Buroptan 


manufacturers;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  he 
cannot  sell  at  all,  and  he  is  driven  out  of  marktt. 
What  is  tbe  next  step?  He  flits  to  Congress  for  a 
remedy.  The  European  or  foreign  articles  must 
bs  taxed  to  the  teeth  by  a  tariff,  either  to  exclude 
them  from  oar  markets,  or  to  lay  it  so  high  on  them 
as  to  disable'  them  from  selling  to  us  their  articles, 
though  of  a  bet  er  quality,  at  so  low  a  price. 

Sir,  in  obedience  to  the  demand  of  the  American 
manufacturer,  the  ten  iff- tax  is  rahed  from  50,  100, 
150,  to  200  percent,  on  tbe  foreign  articles,  to 
force  them  to  a  demand  for  their  goods,  the  same 
high  prices  that  tbe  American  manufacturer  asks 
for  hi>>  or  to  quit  your  markets.. 

Wei',  sir,  this  is  protection  to  American  manu- 
factures. Foreign  articles  are  by  this  process 
either  excluded,  or  are  forced  to  be  sold,  at  the 
same  high  prices  that  tbe  home  made  articles  are 
sold  for.  And,  sir,  contented  might  we  be  if  this 
operation  only  fc topped  here,  and  its  consequences 
were  no  worse. 

At  this,  all  clamor  ceases  from  that  quarter, 
though  at  a  great  public  sacrifice  to  all  otber  inte- 
rests. Things  for  a  while  seemed  to  go  on  well; 
but  on  a  sudden  your  banks  again  expand;  and  la- 
bor, and  provision,  and|all  necessary  articles  in  the 
manufactories  are  again  increased  in  valuation, 
and  again  an  additional  increase  in  the  price  of  all 
American  manufactured  articles  i«  increased  and 
demanded,  in  proportion  to  the  additional  quantity 
of  the  expansion  of  jour  banks.  What,  again,  is 
the  result  to  your  manufacturer?  He  is  again  un- 
dersold by  the  foreigner,  as  he  is  by  the  inflation 
and  expansion  of  the  banks  compelled  to  sell,  if 
at  all,  at  a  higher  price,  being  forced  by  that  opera- 
tion to  fabricate  his  articles  at  a  greater  cost.  And 
what  next,  air?  The  clamor  for  protection  is  acatn 
raised  to  the  skies,  and  another  demand  is  made  on 
Congress  to  raise  your  tariff  taxes,  to  enable  our 
manufacturers  to  sell  in  our  own  marker,  and  to 
compete  with  the  foreigner,  who  has  crossed  the 
ocean,  paid  his  tariff  tax,  and  is  enabled  to  under- 
sell, by  this  operation,  th>?  American  manufacturer. 

In  obedience  to  this  demand,  Congress  again  in* 
creases  the  tariff  tax  to  25  or  50  per  centum;  this 
affords  temporary  relief,  and  gives  a  momentary 
quiet,  until,  ?ga:n,  your  banking  capital  is  in- 
creased, or  another  expansion  is  made,  and  with 
the  resort  to  the  same  process  over  and  over  again t 
and  thus  is  produced,  by  the  clandestine  operation 
of  this  banking  machinery,  oie  continued  scene  of 
revolution,  crash,  and  confusion,  in  the  whole  body 
politic. 

[Here  Mr.  Lincoln  rose  and  called  Mr.  B.  to 
.order  for  discussing  the  tariff,  and  paid  he  repre- 
sented an  interest  deeply  interested  in  that  tubject; 
and  if  the  subject  was  gone  into,  he  should  feel  it 
his  duty  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
of  North  Carolina.] 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  Bell  of  Tennessee)  said, 
the  discussion  of  the  tariff  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Bynum  said  that  it  was  very  far  from  his 
purpose  to  discuss  the  subject  of  the  tariff  at  this 
time — in  fact,  nothing  could  be  more  so;  bis  object 
was  only  to  show  how  injurious  to  the  operation  of 
the-  tariff  system  the  existence  of  a  National  Bank 
was,  in  connection  with  tbe  whole  banking  system; 
and  to  prove  by  it  the  inutility  of  a  National  Bank, 
and  its  injurious  operation  upon  the  manufacturing 
interest.*;  it  was,  therefore,  perfectly  in  order  for 
him  to  refer,  incidentally,  to  the  tariff. 

Mr.  B.  continued:  He  bad  hut  one  other  view  to 
take  of  this  subject,  which  was,  in  relation  to  the 
process  of  the  practical  operation  of  the  banking 
system  on  the  price  of  the  manufactured  articles  of 
the  country,  in  demonstration  of  the  injurious  and 
destructive  effects  of  the  banking  system.  > 

I  have  shown  (said  Mr.  B.)  in  what  manner 
the  banks  affected  the  prices  of  manufactured 
articles  of  this  country,  under  the  protection  of 
the  tariff'  system.  I  will  now  undertake  to  show 
that  so  long  as  the  banks  are  encouraged 
and  stimulated  to  inflate  your  "paper  cur- 
rency," and  raise  all  domestic  articles  to  the 
prices  of  a  "paper  currency  valuation,"  that  the 
increase  of  your  tariffs,  and  their  continuation 
even,  is  but  a  bounty  paid  to  your  bankers  out  of 
the  profits  of  the  productive  classes,  without  afford- 
ing the  least  relief  to  the  manufacturers,  for  whose 


bene6t  it  is  intended.  Now  here  is  the  practical 
operation;  and  it  is  in  tbe  worst  light  that  tbe  sub- 
ject can  be  viewed:  by  your  'banking  paper 
currency "  inflated  prices,  every  article  is  increased, 
and  to  its  highest  price.  Then  this  was  the  natural 
process  practically  resorted  to  by  your  foreign  im- 
porter, to  undersell  your  American  manufacturer. 
Remember  the  price  of  all  article*  is  now  at  their 
maximum,  or  highest  pitch.  The  foreigner  im- 
ports his  goods,  pa>s  the  tariff  tax  on  them,  and 
sells  them  again  in  the  market  at  tbe  inflated  price 
created  by  the  paper  currency.  He  receives  his 
money  in  the  currency  cf  the  country— paper,  of 
course.  His  first  step  is  to  lake  it  to  the  Dank  and 
Remand  for  it  the  specie,  which,  so  long  as  the 
banks  pay  it  out  at  all,  is  given  to  the  foreigner. . 
This  specie  is  taken  back  to  England,  France,  or 
Germany,  and  is  again  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
foreign  manufactured  articles,  at  a  specie  currency 
valuation,  at  a  price  less  by  from  1  to  3,  or  500 
per  centum  of  their  selling  price  here,  given  them 
under  the  influence  of  the  "inflated  paper  currency 
systwn;"  and  thus  the  foreigner  is  again  enabled, 
by  the  low  prices  in  E  a  rope  at  which  he  buys,  and 
the  increased  high  prices  here,  at  which  he  sells, 
to  pay,  without  injury  to  himself  at  all,  the 
amount  of  the  increased  tariff  by  which  he  is  taxed 
here.  By  this  process,  you  will  see  it  is  per- 
fectly plain  that  by  the  increase  of  your  tariff  taxes, 
direct  or  incidental,  while  the  banks  retain  the 
power  of  expansion,  and  your  banking  capital  is 
increased,  you  afford,  not  aid  to  the  American 
manufacturer  at  all,  but  keep  him  eternally  in  the 
hands  of  his  foreign  competitor;  and  what  is  equal- 
ly impolitic  and  injurious,  it  keeps  up  a  perpetual 
drain  of  the  specie  from  our  country,  and  leaves 
the  banks  in  a  situation  totally  unabie  to  comply 
with  their  domestic  engagements  of  keeping  their 
p.* per  equivalent  to  specie;  by  which  ruinous  and 
destructive  policy  the  whole  people  of  the  nation 
are  brought  to  suffer  most  distressingly — all  sir, 
all,  resulting  from  this  most  ruinous  system  of 
banking  corporations  and  fictitious  paper  cre- 
dit system.  Such  I  have  shown  is  the  practical 
operation  on  the  the  tariff  system  and  the  manufac- 
turing interests  of  the  country.  Let  them  look  to 
it,  and  be  prepared  to  meet  its  consequences. 

Mr.  B.  said  I  will  now  endeavor  to  show  in 
what  manner  this  paper  money  currency  affects 
the  great  growing,  planting  interests  of  the  South, 
if  I  should  not  be  considered  out  of  order  in  doing 
so,  with  'he  same  view  that  I  hare  attempted  to 
*how  in  what  manner  it  operated  on  the  great  ma- 
nufacturing interests  of  the  North. 

1  this  day  believe  the  people  of  the  South  the 
most  oppiessed  and  the  most  deluded  people  in  re- 
lation to  the  operation  of  their  own  Government, 
of  any  portion  of  people  in  the  American  Repub- 
lic. They  pay  at  ibis  time,  in  many  of  the  States, 
a  greater  fax,  in  prop<rtion  to  their  capital  and 
private  investments,  than  any  people  on  the  in- 
habitable globe.  What  are  the  operations  of  this 
"inflated  paper  system"  on  the  planting,  producing 
and  exporting  classed  Sir,  the  South  constitutes 
very  near  the  whole  of  your  exporting  interest. 
Rice,  tobacco,  and  cotton,  are  the  great  articles  of 
exportation  of  the  country;  they  are  exclusively  of 
Southern  growth,  with  a  small  exception.  Now, 
sir,  the  price  of  those  articles  is  but  little  affected, 
if  at  all,  br  our  own  "inflated  paper  currency;"  the 
prices  of  those  articles  depend  exclusively,  and 
almost  entirely,  upon  the  currency  of  those  foreign 
markets  in  which  they  are  sold— i.  e.  tbe  currency 
of  the  English,  French,  German,  and  other  Euro- 
pean markets,  where  those  articles  are  sold,  and 
which  currency,  in  those  markets,  is  emphatically, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  specie  currency,  and 
below  that  of  ours  from  fifty  to  two  hundred  per 
centum;  and  upon  those  foreign  markets,  with  this 
specie  currency,  are  the  whole  South,  or  at  least 
the  growing  interests  of  tbe  South,  entirely  de- 
pendent for  the  prices  of  the  articles  of  their  pro- 
ductive labor.  The  "inflated  currency"  here  made 
by  bank  issues,  cannot  affect  tbe  price  of  their  pro- 
duce abroad.  This  is  too  plain  to  admit  of  a  doubt 
in  any  practical  view  that  may  be  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject. Then,  sir,  how  is  that  great  essential  and  in- 
valuable interest  from  which  we  derive  eight-tenths 
of  our  national  wealth  and  revenue,  (or  there- 
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about,)  affected    by    this   base,  spurious,    "pa- 

r  inflated  currency?"  Sir,  this  is  exceeding- 
plain  to  every  practical  Southern  farmer 
and  planter  in  the  country;  and,  sir,  here 
they  are  affected  precisely  as  are  the  home  manu- 
facturers, by  the  "inflated  currency  of  the  bank  pa- 
per," to  them,  every  article  and  commodity,  for  use 
and  consumption,  provisions,  labor,  necessaries  of 
clothing,  the  price  of  slaves,  stock,  superintendents' 
wages,  mechanical  repairs,  and  every  conceivable 
commodity  connected  with  their  farming  and  plant- 
ing establishments,  and  with  the  indispensable  sup- 
plies necessary  for  their  cultivation — all  these  sta- 
ple commodities  of  rice,  tobacco,  and  cotton,  are 
produced  and  are  purchased  at  the  high  and  exor-» 
bitant  pikes  given  to  them  by  the  fictitious,  "in- 
flated currency  of  bank  paper,*'  thereby  forcing,  by 
this  operatic n  of  the  system,  the  Southern  planter 
to  purchase  all  necessaries  for  carrying  on  his 
business  in  the  home  markets  at  the  highest  prices, 
produced  by  the  "bank  paper  system,"  and  forcing 
him  to  sell  his  production  in  foreign  markets,  at 
the  low  prices  arising  from  a  xore  stable  specie 
.  currency  or  its  equivalents.  Our  cotton,  rice,  and 
tobacco  are  sold,  in  the  foreign  markets,  at  the 
lowest  cash  prices,  and  are  grown  and  produced 
here,  with  all  the  means  necessary  for  their  pro- 
duction acquired  at  the  hiehest  possible  "infla'ed 
paper  currency"  prices.  Yes,  sir,  yes,  this  is  the 
actual  condition  of  the  South,  over  which  they  have 
groaned  and  slept  for  the  last  twenty-five  years  and 
more,  for  the  want,  sir,  in  my  judgment,  of  practi- 
cal men  and  practical  politicians  among  them  to 
expose  the  enormity  of  the  system,  and  the  direct 
inflictions  of  it,  from  which  they  have  suffered  so 
much  and  so  long. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  endeavored  to 
show,  and  have  at  least  satisfied  my  own  mind,  that 
che  whole  banking  system,  with  a  National  Bink 
at  the  head,  has  operated  most  ruinously  and  de- 
structively, not  only  upon  the  great  planting,  labor- 
ing, and  productive  interests  of  the  nation,  but  that 
it  has  operated  as  a  withering  blight  to  the  great 
American  manufacturing  interests  themselves,  and 
which  I  think  will  be  shown  to  every  intelligent, 
practical  man,  as  e'ear  as  the  sunbeams,  who  will 
fully  and  impar  ially  examine  the  subject  in  all  its 
bearings  upon  American  interests 

It  has  been  for  these  reasons  I  have  talcen  my 
stand  against  this  policy,  and  though  alone  I  may 
be  left,  Mm  determined  to  abide  the  result. 

I  Am,  therefore,  opposed  on  those  ground*  to  the 
abolition  of  our  mintr,  to  make  way  for  the  more 
effectual  application  of  the  enormous  system  of 
banking  institutions— blighting  and  withering  as  1 
believe  and  feel  them  to  be,  upon  these  great,  essen- 
tial, and  invaluable  interests  of  my  country. 

Having  now  shown,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  perni-, 
etoos  influence  and  effects  of  these  institutions  up- 
on some  of  the  greatest  interests  of  the  country,  it 
is  almost  needless  to  inquire,  what  interests  are 
benefited  by  them?  That  there  are  a  variety  of  in- 
terests benefited  by  their  operation  ,  there  can  be 
no  doubt;  to  state  them  in  detail  would  be  a  useless 
consumption  of  time — they  may  all  be  included  un- 
der the  head  of  the  nen  productive  cta»ses,  who  live  and 
enrich  themselves,  not  by  their  own  labor,  nor  by  the 
cultivation  and  production  of  the  soil — the  owners  of 
foreign  capital9  in  this  country  are  benefited  by  them 
—the  great  owners  of  capital  in  our  own  country 
are  benefited  by  them  and  above  all,  those  are 
mostly  benefited  who  are  invested  with  the  privi- 
lege of  issuing  paper,  called  money,  to  circulate 
with  interest,  without  capital,  and  who  constitute 
emphatically  (I  had  liked  to  have  said  the  ennobled) 
bat  in  truth,  the  privileged  classes  of  the  land. 
Added  to  these  are  the  whole  surplus,  idle,  floating 
population  of  the  country,  which  are  mostly  to  be 
found  in  your  larger  cities,  in  every  section  of  your 
nation,  who  are  always  ready  for  any  revolution 
and  change  of  rulers  in  the  Government,  so  they 
find  ready  employment  in  effecting  that  change. 

It  was  from  this  reason  more  than  any  other, 
D-rhaps,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  was  induced  to  say  that 
he  viewed  your  large  cities  "as  cancer  warts  upon 
the  body  politic,"  and,  sir,  upon  this  subject  Mr. 
Jefferson  spoke  with  a  prophetic  tongue.    Such,  in 

*  The  foreign  capital  in  this  country  at  this  time  ia  estimated 
by  the  Treasurer  at  #36,666,500.    (flea  page  18  of  the  Report.) 


truth  and  in  fact,  are  the  beneficiaries  of  this  great 
banking  system,  that  has  outgrown  the  Constitution 
itself  in  power. 

But  there  is  one  other  view  of  these  institutions 
to  which  I  would  call  the  particular  attention  of  the 
committee  and  the  country.  1  have  often  spoken, 
sir,  of  the  facet  which  were  levied  on  the  people  by 
these  institutions,  and  which  were  paid  without  a 
murmur,  while  they  raised  their  voices  to  the  high- 
est  pitch  against  taxes  paid  to  Government.  I 
have  also  spoken  frequently  of  the  aggregate  bases 
that  had  been  sustained  by  the  people  from  the 
banks  during  the  time  that  the  "hue  and  cry"  was 
set  up  against  the  Administration  for  extravagance, 
Ac  I  then  asserted  that  the  people  had  sustained 
a  greater  loss  by  the  banks  than  by  all  other 
sources  known  to  the  country.  I  have  asserted, 
upon  rough  calculations,  that  the  peop'e  paid  a 
greater  tax  to  the  banks  annually  than  they  had  to 
their  own  Government.  An4,  sir,  what  was  then 
assertion  and  calculation  only,  have  now  become 
official  facts,  by  estimation  yet  u neon tro verted. 
Here  is  an  exhibition  of  losses  sustained  by  the 
people  from  these  institutions,  as  laid  before  the 
Senate  on  the  12th  of  February,  1841,  by  the 
report  to  which  I  have  just  alluded,  in  obedience 
to  a  call  by  that  body  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  information  of  "the  losses  by  the  Ge- 
neral Government,  and  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  use  of  banks  and  bank  paper." 
Here  is  the  summary  contained  in  that  report  of 
the  aggregate  losses  of  the  public,  and  the  annual 
a  noun t  paid  by  the  people,  by  the  productive  closets, 
emphatically,  to  the  banks  of  this  country,  to  which 
I  invoke  the  sober  and  serious  attention  of  every 
man  in  the  Republic,  and  particularly  those  who 
live  by  labor  or  productive  industry.  I  read  from 
the  report,  pages  14, 15,  and   16: 

1.  Low*,  by  bank  failure*  ••106,888,721 

2.  Losses  by  suapenaiona  of  specie  paymenta  by 

ban  La.  and  cooeeqaent  depreciation  on  their 

notes      -  -  •  -  -      95,000,000 

3.  Losses  by  destruction  of  bank  notes  by  acci- 

dents      7,121,332 

4.  Losses  by  counterfeit  bank  notes,  beyond  losses 

by  coin 4,444,444 

6.  Loses  by  fluctuations-tn  bank  currency  affect, 
ing  prices,  extravagance  in  living,  sacrifices 
of  property,  and  by  only  a  part  of  the  other 
incidents  to  the  banking  system,  not  com- 
puted aboTe,  at  least   ....    150,000,000 


Aggregate,  computed, 


#365,451,497 


Amount  paid  by  the  community  to  the  bank*,  annually,  the 
last  ten  year;  for  the  use  of  banking  inotilutiono. 

1.  The  resolution  calls  for  the  sums  thus  paid,  whether  "dl- 
rectly  or  indirectly,"  and  whether  by  "the  people  or  the  Go- 
vernment." 

It  may  be.  therefore,  that  the  amount  collected  by  banks  from 
the  community  annually,  for  interest,  exchanges,  rents,  etc, 
ought,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  to  be  considered  as  what  is  paid 
to  them  "for  the  use  of  banking  institutions."  Consequently, 
an  attempt  has  been  made,  flm,  id  form  some  estimate  of  this 
amount  which  shall  approximate  the  truth. 

The  result  lias  been,  that  the  whole  payment  made  to  the 
banks  for  the  use  of  them,  their  capital,  dec.  during  the  la«t  ten 
years,  has  been  in  the  aggregate    -  .    #282,000,000 


This  would  be  annually  on  an  average 


#28,200,000 


■  To  explain  the  amount  thus  received  by  banks  annually,  dur- 
ingihe  lastten  years,  the  following  data  are  submitted: 

The  aggregate  capital  and  discounts  of  all  banks  in  the  United 
States,  during  that  period,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  from  the 
Treasury  reports  on  banks,  and  some  estimates,  have  been  as 
follows: 


Aggregate  capital. 

Aggregate  discounts 
or  loans. 

In  1831 

Not  ascertained. 

Not  ascertained. 

In  1832 

Do 

Do. 

In  1833 

Do. 

Do. 

In  1834 

#200,005,944 

#324,119,499 

In  1836 

231,260,337 

366,163,834 

In  1836 

261,876,292 

467,606,080 

In  1837 

290,772,091 

626,115,702 

486,631,687 

In  1838 

317,636,778 

In  1839 

327,132,612 

492,27C,015 

In  1840 

t 

368,442,692 

462,896,623 

[In  1830,  #145,192,268,  as  capital,  and  #200,461,214  aa  dis- 
counts or  loans,  have  been  ascertained  and  computed  by  Mr. 
Gallatin,  in  his  Considerations  on  the  Currency.] 
sT  [The  above  amounts  stated  as  the  capital  employed  in  bank- 
ing require  some  explanion.,  It  has  been  the  practice,  In  most 
parts  of  the  country,  to  put  banks  into  operation  chiefly  upon 
the  stock  notes  of  the  proprietors.  By  the  reports  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts,  Id  1838,  it  appears  that  many  of  the 
banks  in  that  State,  which  are  generally  as  safe  as  any  in  the 


Union,  have  been  put  into  operation  upon  the  naked 
soiy  notes  of  the  stockholders,  with  little  actual  Capital,  except- 
mutilated  from  the  operations  of  ue 


ing  that  which  has  <  .  __ 

banks.    These  promissory  notes  are  the  principal  bases  of  tat 

Kper  currency  issued  in  the  first  instance.  If  confidence  should 
ppen  to  be  buoyant  for  a  succession  of  years,  the  Interest  en 
this  currency,  paid  in  advance,  compounded  ae  it  al  wave  ia  at 
short  periods,  soon  enables  the  stock  notes  to  be  withdrawn, 
without  the  application  of  any  capital  whatever,  byihe  origi- 
nal stockholders.  On  the  other  hand,  should  a  previoos  gene- 
ral inflation  give  rise  to  a  demand  for  specie  for  exportation, 
in  the  early  stages  of  any  new  bank,  or  where  the  atoeknotden 
have  applied  the  dividends  to  other  purposes,  it  explodes,  aad 
the  community  generally  lose  the  greater  part  of  the  drcnlaooE 
out  at  the  time.  (Bee  Raguet  on  Currency  and  Banking,  p. 
lloV Tucker  en  Money,  p.  409;  Gouge  on  nani^g,  part  1st, 

But  in  these  tables  I  am  compelled  to  make  the  computation 
as  to  capital  as  if  it  was  all  real  and  paid  in,  (se  lax  aa  returned 
paid  in,)  on  account  of  the  difficulty  ia  discriminating  the 
amount  that  is  factitious  from  what  is  not  so.  But  I  do  not  con- 
sider any  thing  as  capital,  which  is  merely  authoi ised  and  oat 
returned  aa  paid  in.] 
Estimated  average  bank  capital,  yearly,  from  1830 

to  1810        -  -  -  -  -  -1 

Estimated  average  discounts  or  loans,  yearly,  from 

1830  to  1840 37O£QQ£00 

The  loans  have,  in  some  years,  been  nearly  doable  cat 
amount  of  the  nominal  capital  in  the  whole  Union.  Thus,  to 
1838,  they  were  180  per  cent,  on  it,  and  m  tan  Statea  exceeds* 
20 1  per  cent.  In  scarcely  any  Sous  is  it  believed  that  they  are. 
by  law,  limited  below  that  rate,  and  sometimes  they  are  limited 
In  their  charters  at  only  three  times  the  amount  of  c 
(Gouge  on  Banking,  part  1st,  p.  61.) 

As  the  income  or  gross  profits  are  derived,  not  only 
loans  of  the  capital,  depositee,  and  circulation,  orer  and  a 
the  specie  on  hand,  but  from  exchanges,  aad  a  larger  i 
than  six  per  cent,  in  all  cases,  by  the  mode  of  computing  aad 
paying  It,  (and,  in  sevetal  Stales,  from  7  to  9  r. 
by  law,)  it  is  supposed  that  the  annoalgroae 
average  twelve  pei  cent,  on  the  capital.  This  would  be,  ae  he- 
lore  stated,  in  the  last  ten  years,  annually,  -  SWflTfljaoO 
Or,  for  the  whole  period,      ...  -    282^00,000 


Now,  by  the  evidence  contained  in  this  report, 
there  are  two  facts  brought  to  light,  which  are  as 
astounding  and  startling;  as  they  are  enormous  in 
their  magnitude.  In  this  the  gross  amount  lost  by 
the  American  people  through  yoar  banking  system, 
is  ascertained,  to  be,  by  the  best  estimation, 
$365,451,497.  More  than  half  the  amount  known 
to  hare  been  paid  for  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment, since  the  foundation  <  f  the  Republic 

And,  sir,  within  the  last  ten  years,  notwithstand- 
ing the  "hue  and  cry"  raised  against  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government  of  the  people,  the  people 
hare  quietly  paid  annually  to  these  unnrodaeuvr, 
destructive  institutions,  $28,000,000,  without  a  mur- 
mur, at  least  from  the  friends  of  this  system;  a 
sum  in  amount  one-third  mora  than  thej  paid  as 
the  necessary  expenses  of  the  whole  nation,  as  ad- 
ministered by  the  National  Government,  Yes,  sir, 
here  are  28,000,000  of  dollars  annually  paid  to  the 
banks  of  the  country  by  the  people;  Oae  products** 
classes  chiefly,  without  a  murmur,  while  they  have 
arraigned,  tried,  and  condemned  their  own  Govexn- 
"  ment  for  expending  in  its  operations  an  amount  by 
one-third  less  than  they  have  paid  in  taxes  anna- 
ally  to  those  fleecing  corporations. 

Now  can  it  be  believed  that  the  people  have  done 
this  knowingly?  Can  it  possibly  be  presumed,  win 
sach  a  knowledge,  and  such  evidence  before  tarm, 
they  can  or  will  decree,  by  their  suffrage,  the  contin- 
uation of  such  a  system?    Will  they  ever  assent  to 
pay  to  the  support  of  such  a  system,  an  amount  by 
one-thud  more  than  they  pay  for  the  support  of  the 
whole  of  the  American  army,  navy,  our  civil  and 
diplomatic  relations?    No,  sir,  no,   air;  they  may 
suffer  a  temporary  delusion,  by  their  too  eoaad- 
ing  dispositions  in  politicans,  and  their  credulity  ia 
the  hired,  suborned,  mercenary  public  presses  of  lbs 
country,  that  have  become  the  mere  agents— a  part 
and  parcel  of  this  great  machinery  in  the  system 
I  have  described,  to  keep  up  the  delusion,  while 
1  they  wrest  from  the  hands  of  the  poor  laborers  aad 
producers  of  my  country,  by  extortion,  yes,  extor- 
tion, the  unprecedented  amount  per    annum  of 
$28,000,000. 

Sir,  can  this  American  people  behold  tail 
spectacle,  without  deep  indignation  smelling 
in  their  patriotic  bosoms,  that  must  burst  with  ie* 
venge  on  the  heads  of  those  hireling  agents  and 
their  employers,  who  have  so  long  combined  is 
rob  them  of  their  substance  by  daudestinery 
wringing  from  them  the  )iard-earnea  profits  of  their 
toil,  to  the  enormous  amount  per  annum  of  f96V 
000,000? 

Mr.  Chairman,  can  there  be  an  occasion  con- 
ceived by  a  freeman,  that  calls  more  taadly  tat 
revenge,  revolution,  or  blood?     Here  is  a  syt* 
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tern  unknown  to  your  Constitution;  nay,  more, 
rejected  by  your  immortal  framers  of  that  sacred 
instrument,  while  in  council  assembled;  now 
trampling  upon  the  Government  of  their  choice, 
and  wringing  from  the  earnings  of  this  people  a 
son  of  #28,000,000  per  annum — more  than  your 
constitutional,  legitimate  Government  dare  do 
And  yet,  sir,  we  are  tauntingly  told,  that  the  people, 
in  the  Presidential  election  of  1840,  decided  that 
these  things  should  be  so;  that  this  system  should 
lire  in  the  resuscitation  of  a  groat  National  Bank, 
with  powers  and  means  more  potent  and  alarming 
than  any  ever  heretofore  conceived  or  dreamed  of  by 
the  American  people.  Do  the  advocates  of  this  sys- 
tem flatter  tbenuelf es,  by  the  r  arts  of  mystifica- 
tion* through  their  cordon  of  disciplined  public 
presses,  that  operate  so  systematically  upon  public 
opinion  from  one  end  of  this  great  continent  to  the 
other,  that  it  will  continue  to  avail  them  in  practis- 
ing their  deception  and  extortion  upon  the  great 
laboring,  growing,  and  productive  interests  of  this 
country?  And  whm  they  are  suspected  even  of 
oppression  or  extortioo,  or  producing  even  embar- 
rassment amongtt  the  people,  ihey  are  to  whirl 
with  the  facility  of  a  practised  legerdemain,  the 
whole  of  their  misconduct,  exaction*,  and  oppres- 
sion, upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Government,  and 
thereby  induce  a  deluded^  people  to  hoM  their  Go* 
vernment  alone  responsible,  while  they  make  .off 
with  the  "spoil*"  of  twenty-eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars per  annum.  Sir,  are  they  not  presuming  too 
much,  and  drawing  too  largely  upon  the  ignorance 
and  want  of  intelligence  amongst  the  great  mass  of 
the  hardv  freemen  of  this  country?  Much  sir, 
much.  Well  sir,  well,  as  they  have  succeeded  in 
such  calculation,  to  the  eternal  discredit  of  the  na- 
tion, I  am  myself  still  unwilling,  loth,  and  reluc 
taut,  to  believe  it;  I  will  nor,  cannot,  while  there  is 
a  vestige  of  liberty  for  the  freedom  of  thr  ught  to  be 
exercised  in. 

But  we  are  told'  that  we  are  still  to  have  rechar- 
tered  a  National  Bank,  and  this  whole  system  re- 
vived and  invigorated  under  its  auspices,  and  that 
the  people  have  willed  it. 

Has  such  a  decision  been  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple?   What  st id  the  honorable  member  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Mallort]  a  few  days  ago?    Did  he  not 
s'ate  emphatically,  that  if  a  National  Bank  had 
been  decided  on  by  the  people  in  the  last  Presiden 
tial  election,  he  had  been  deceived,  and  that  he 
had  deceived  others?    What  said  the  member  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Alpord,]  and  another  member  from 
Virginia,   [Mr.  Garland?]    Do  they   consider  a 
National  Bank  to  have  been  decided  in  favor  of,  io 
the    last    Presidential    election?    And  what  said 
Mother  member  from  Virginia  in  relation*  to  that 
and  other  subject?,  which  are  taid  to  have  been 
decided  by  the  Presidential  elrcion?    There  are 
members  of  the  same  Tarty,  and  differ  most  widely 
from  others  of  that  party  in  their  opinions  relative 
to  what  was  decided  in  that  election.    I  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  differences  of  gentlemen  on 
that  side  of  the  House,  and  refer  to  them  only  as 
evidence  that  nothing  of  a  decisive  character  upon 
that  subject  was  decided  by  the  people  in  the  recent 
election.    There  are  other  facts  I  could  mention, 
of  a  similar  character,  to  shew  the  gratuitous  and 
most  fallacious  opinion  that  has  been  expressed 
upon  that  subject  here,  and  particularly  in  another 
branch  of  this  body. 

Sir,  let  us  take  admonition  from  the  lesson  that  is 
now  before  us?  What  is  the  situation  of  that  in- 
stitution that  it  is  now  in  contemplation  tore-chartet? 
Does  not  every  breeze  that  blows  from  the  North 
bring  with  it  some  additional  news  of  the  disas- 
trous condition  of  that  miscalled  institution,  the 
United  States  Bank?  Is  not  that  institution  now 
lying  gasping  for  life,  from  diseases  brought  on  it 
by  its  own  follies  and  iniquities,  and  in  its  crash 
barring  beneath  its  ruins  the  prosperity  and  fortunes 
of  thousands  and  thousands  of  the  most  innocent 
persons?  Do  we  not  feel  even  here  the  shock  which 
its  fata  has  created?  Does  not  every  paper  that  we 
daily  receive  from  Philadelphia,  bring  news  of  some 
new  disaster  to  the  public  that  has  resulted  from  the 
ill  management  of  that  most  mischievous  machine, 
whose  credit  is  now  down  literally  to  nothing,  and 
bringing  down  with  Ht  as  I  bare  before  said,  that  of 
the  credit  of  thousands?  Sir,  I  deeply  /eel  for  the  com- 


munity  who  have  suffered  so  sorely  from  the  death- 
like struggles  of  this  expiring  monster;  but  fear  that 
it  is  bet  a  part  of  retributive  justice,  for  overweening 
confidence,  and  criminal  credulity.  Yes,  sir,  a 
credulity  which  is  now  becoming  the  disease  of 
the  age,  and  the  curse  of  the  times — a  credu- 
lity, that  has  been  rejected  by  the  wisdom  and  ex- 
perience of  every  age.  The  losses  by  that  institu- 
tion to  the  public,  no  man  yet  cm  tell  the  extent 
of.  Every  city  and  village  in -the  nation  will,  in 
some  measure  or  other,  be  affected  by  them.  Ay, 
sir,  and  in  the  country  too,  will  many  feel  most 
sensibly  the  effects  of  this  most  magnificent 
failure. 

Were  this  an  isolated  case  of  the  disastrous  ef- 
fects of  these  pernicious  insti'utions,  I  would  cot 
press  it  here,  in  demonstration  of  the  baneful  and 
mischievous  character  of  the  whole  system.  But, 
sir,  what  mail  arrives  from  the  North,  Sou:h,  East, 
or  West,  that  docs  not  bring  with  it  some  news  of 
some  recent  bank  failure?  I  have  this  day  ucaid 
of  one  in  the  West,  Gallipolis,  I  think  it  was  called; 
and,  sir,  they  have  become  so  frequent,  that  no 
man  who  reads  or  hears  of  them,  retains  it  a  mo- 
ment on  his  memoiy,  unless  he  has  some  particular 
interest  in  the  result.  The  whole  system  is  conti- 
nually blowing  up  from  the  North  to  the  South,  at 
the  lens  and  sacrifice  of  millions  to  the  people. 
Yet  rotten  and  destructive— ruinous  and  disastrous 
as  every  additional  day's  experience  proves  this 
whole  the  ry  to  be,  strong  as  it  is,  there  has  long 
been  a  party  that  has  embraced  the  whole  system 
as  a  part  of  their  creed,  and  who  are  resolved  to 
hazard  all  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  the  people 
of  this  country  in  its  defence,  with  all  its  ruin- 
ous, destructive,  and  devastating  consequences. 
And  this,  too,  is  attempted  in  the  very  face  of  the 
explosion  and  failure  of  three  hundrtd  and  sixty- 
five  of  these  mischievous  incorporated  institutions, 
since  the  year  1789. 

Here,  sir,  is  the  statement  from  the  official  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  which  I 
hive  before  alluded—page  4  and  5. 

Number  and  capital  of  banks  which  have  failed  in  the 
United  Statte  einee  1789. 

1.  Fiom  1789  to  1811— 

Ascertained  and  eeiimated  at  80  in  number,  and  a  capital 
averaging  each  Si 50, 000. 
This  would  make  the  capital  of  all  failing  between 

1789  and  1811 3.000,000 


2.  Prom  181 1  to  1830— 

Ascertained  and  estimated  al  195  in  all,  viz: 
Ascertained  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  hie  Considerations  on  Banks, 

166. 

Capitalof  T 29  known  ....    $24,247,309 

Capital  of  36  not  known,  and  estimated  by  me  In 
nearly  a  like  ratio, at  #190,000  each  .       6,840,000 

[Capitals  of  both  estimated  by  Mr.  Gallatin  at 

near  thirty  millions.— Considerations  on  Banks, 

-age  60.] 
omputed  to  have  been  unknown  to  Mr.  Gallatin, 
30  banks  with  like  capital  •  -       5,700,000 

[See  Gouge  on  Dinking,  page  224,  part  2d,  first 

edition;  where  it  is  stated  that  28  more  had  been 

ascertained  than  were  in  Mr.  Gallatin's  list.] 

Whole  capital  ef  banks  failing  between  181 1  and 
1830 •36,787,309 


pai 
Coi 


3.  From  1830  to  1841 — 
The  banks  considered  to  be  already  broken,  or  failed  entirely, 
since  1830,  are  supposed  to  have  been  about  ISO;  of  which, 
140  have  been  ascertained.    The  average  capital  must  be  at 
least  •300,000  each.  This  would  make  the  capital  of  the  160 


equal  to 


•45.000.000 


'  Now,  sir,  with  all  these  startling  facts  before  the 
eyes  of  this  injured  and  much  abused  people,  will 
there  be  any  party  who  will  dare  to  step  forward 
with  ruthless  hardihood,  and  propose  a  re  visitation 
and  continuance  of  these  evils  upon  the  heads  of 
this  suffering  people?  Will  they  dare  to  rivet  on 
this  country  another  mammoth  Bank  of  fifty  or  one 
hundred  millions  of  capital,  with  branches  to  be- 
stride this  nation,  and  extort  twenty-eight  millions 
of  dollars  per  annum  from  the  laboring  and  pro- 
ductive classes  of  the  country?  Can  the  people,  by 
the  operation  of  any  system  of  trained  and  disci- 
plined public  presses  upon  public  opinion,  ever  be 
brought  to  bear  such  a  state  of  things?  Sir,  re- 
charter  such  a  Bank  under  present  circumstances, 
and  what  President  will  ever  dare  again  to  throw 
himself  in  the  breach,  and  stay  its  onward  course  of 
extortion  and  oppression  of  this  devoted  people? 
Where  will  you  find  another  Jackson,  who  will 
dare  to  grapple  with  such  a  hydra? 


[Mr.  Morgan  of  New  York  said,  in  an  under 
tone,  "no  where,  he  hoped."] 

No,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.  you  will  not  find  such 
another,  for  General  Jackson  was  no  ii$ham  Aero," 
no  "paper  chieftain."  His  fame  will  not  be  sang 
in  mock  heroics,  nor  be  transmitted  to  posterity  by 
iham  and  ostentatious  parades,  to  gull  the  witless 
mob.  The  plainest  narratives  of  his  services  on  the 
battle  field  are  written  on  the  hearts  of  his  country- 
men, and  will  be  handed  down  to  future  genera- 
tions as  monuments,  as  durable  as  time. 

Once  more  recbarter  this  Bank,  and  you 
will  give  it  a  perpetuity  which  may  well 
bid  defiance  to  the  whole  power  of  your  Govern- 
ment to  remove!  Once  more  enthrone  it,  with  in- 
creased capital  and  privileges,  and  yea  enable  it  to 
laugh  to  scorn  the  calamities  of  this  mighty  people, 
and  to  inflict,  with  perfect  impunity,  whatever  of 
embarrassment  and  distress  may  become  necessary 
to  promote  its  interest  or  to  gratify  its  cupidity — a 
power,  sir,  which,  before  your  Government  will 
ever  dare  io  encounter,  it  will  truckle  and  bow 
down  its  humbled  and  humiliated  head.  Under 
the  reign  of  such  an  institution,  with  its  variety  of 
means  and  resources  of  operation  upon  the  wants 
and  necessities  of  the  people,  and  on  public  opinion 
itself,  tell  me  nor,  sir,  of  liberty — its  very  name 
will  be  a  mockery  of  the  inestimable  freedom  of  my 
country.  Away  with  that  boasted  power  of  the 
people  of  electing  their  own  President !  You  will 
have  transferred  it  to  more  arrogant,  ruthless,  irre- 
sponsible bands;  while  you  retain  for  them  only  the 
name — a  mere  shadow  of  a  thing ! 

Yes,  abolish  your  mints !  Conclude  the  tragedy 
— or  catastrophe,  I  had  better  say.  Obliterate  every 
vestige  from  the  minds  of  the  people  oi  a  solid, 
permanent  currency,  founded  upon  a/ specie  basis! 
Repeal  the  independent  Treasury  system,  that  se- 
parates Bank  and  State!  Reunite  them  again,  to 
operate  oo  the  people,  and  grind  them  into'du«t,  as 
did  the  l  union  rf  Church  and  Stale  of  old,"  and 
you  will  have  repealed  your  Constitution,  and  put 
an  end  to  American  liberty. 

THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  RIVES, 

OF  VIRGINIA, 

In  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Toe  question  being  about  to  be  put  on  the  va- 
rious propositions  for  the  amendment  of  the  pros- 
pective pre-emption  bill — 

Mr.  RIVES  rose  and  vaid,  before  the  sense  of 
the  Senate  tr*s  taken  on  the  various  questions  about 
to  be  submitted  for  its  decision,  he  desired  to  say  a 
word  or  two  in  explanation  of  the  votes  he  should 
give  upon  them.  He  had  no  design  to  enter 
into  the  debate,  as  he  felt  that  would  be  oat  of 
place  for  one  who  had  so  recently  taken  his  seat 
in  this  body,  without  having  had  the  advantage  of 
either  hearing  or  reading  the  able  discussion  which 
bad  occupied  its  attention  for  the  last  three  or  four 
weeks,  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands.  He 
wished  merely  to  sate  a  few  general  notions  which 
would  govt  rn  the  votes  he  intended  to  give. 

The  public  lands  (said  Mr.  Rives)  are  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  nation.  They  are  so  expressly 
declared  to  be,  and  solemnly  consecrated  to  the 
common  benefit  of  all  the  members  of  the  Confe- 
deracy, in  the  deeds  of  cession  of  the  respective 
States  which  originally  held  them,  or  have  been 
since  acquired  and  paid  for  by  the  common  trea- 
sure of  the  Union.  He  was,  therefore,  against 
all  schemes  for  'alienating  or  dissipating  this  com- 
mon inheritance,  either  by  the  wholesale  operation 
of  a  cession  to  the  new  Slates,  as  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina/  Mr.  Calhoun,]  or 
by  the  piecemeal  process  of  prospective  pre-emption 
rights,  as  contemplated  by  the  bill  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton.]  But  while  he  was 
thus  opposed  to  all  partial  or  exclusive  appropria- 
tions of  this  common  fund  to  the  special  benefit  of 
particular  States  or  particular  classes,  he  had  al- 
ways been  willing  to  see  it  administered  in  a  spirit 
of  liberality  and  paternal  kindness  to  the  new 
States,  in  the  spectacle  of  whose  prosperity  and 
magical  growth  no  one  felt  a  higher  degree  of  pa- 
triotic pride,  or  a  livelier  fraternal  sympathy,  than 
he  did.    A  kindly  and  fostering  policy  towards  the 


3S4 


APPENDIX  frO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOfcE. 


Dec. '1840. 


26th  Gong* •••2nd  Sbb*. 


Public  Lands — Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson. 


H.  of  Reps. 


new  8iatest  and  equal  justice  to  the  old,  ought,  in 
bis  opinion,  to  go  hand  m  band  in  all  oar  legisla- 
tion on  this  gxeat  national  interest. 

In  ward  to  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittenden]  to  recommit  the  bill 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  with  instructions  to 
report  a  plan  for  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  land*  among  all  the  States,  it  fs  (said  Mr. 
ft.)  a  question  which  necessarily  and  inseparately 
connects  itself  with  the  general  revenue  sjstem  of 
the  nation,  and  could  not  be  safely  or  properly 
treated  apart  from  that  general  system.  The  pub- 
lic domain  had  always  hitherto  been  a  colla'e- 
ral,  and  often  a  very  productive,  source  of  na- 
tional revenue,  lightening  to  tbe  extent  of  its  aux- 
iliary con tribu1  ions,  the  burdens  imposed  upon 
the  general  consumption  and  industry  of  the 
conn  try.  It  is  true  that,  since  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  debt  of  the  Revolution,  and  of  the 
debt  created  by  the  last  war  with  England,  there 
may  not  be  the  same  urgent  necessity  for  its  ad  in 
the  national  finance*;  but  its  diversion  to  c  ther 
purposes,  at  the  present  moment  at  least,  he  thought 
neither  prudent  nor  safe.  The  entire  revenue '  of 
the  nation,  embracing  both  the  proceeds  of  the 
lands  and  of  the  custom*,  it  is  admitted,  falls  short 
at  present  of  the  actual  wants  and  expenditures  of 
the  Government;  and  we  hare,  moreover,  a  new 
debt  of  unascertained  and  indefinite  amount  hang- 
ing over  us,  the  extent  of  wrrch  cannot  yet  be 
known.  The  revenue,  too,  we  are  informed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  will  be  still  further  re- 
duced in  the  ensuing  twelve  or  eighteen  months, 
by  some  five  millions  of  dollars  more  taken  from 
the  customs  under  the  progressive  reductions  of  the 
compromise  act  of  1833.  In  this  state  of  th  ngs, 
actual  and  prospective,  to  withdraw  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  from  the  National  Treasury, 
and  to  throw  the  Government  for  its  rupport  and 
expenses  exclusively  on  the  customs,  wou'd  be,  of 
necessity,  to  add  very  greatly  to  that  branch  of  the 
public  taxes,  and  to  run  the  risk,  at  least,  of  reviv- 
ing those  angry  contests  about  the  tariff  which  so 
recently  detracted  the  country  with  intestine  divi- 
sions, and  which  threatened,  indeed,  at  one  time, 
the  peace  and  even  the  existence  of  the  Union. 

I  know  (said  Mr.  Rives)  it  is^rr  posed  to  obvi- 
ate this  danger  by  laying  the  additional  duties  that 
would  become  necessary  to  supply  the  resulting  de- 
ficiency in  tbe  revenue,  on  articles  of  luxury.  He 
waa  himself  in  favor  of  subjecting  all  articles  of 
luxury  from  abroad  to  reasonable  duties.  They 
were  proper  and  legitimate  subjects  of  taxation, 
and  ought,  in  his  opinion,  never  to  have  been  ex- 
empted to  the  extent  they  have  been.  But  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  there  is  a  limit  even  to  this 
resource,  both  in  the  nature  of  things  and  in  the 
policy  and  wisdom  of  legislation.  Tnese  articles 
of  luxury  enter  largely  into  tbe  commercial  ex- 
changes between  foreign  countries  and  our  own, 
and  constitute  with  some  of  them,  indeed,  iheir 
principal  means  of  payment  for  the  productions  of 
our  soil  and  industry.  To  burden  them,  then, 
with  duties  beyond  a  certain  point,  would  be  to  de- 
range the  natural  relations  of  commerce,  and  to  di- 
minish, to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent,  the  effectual 
demand  for,  and  consumption  of,  our  products  in 
foreign  markets.  It  must  be  remembered,  too,  that 
an  increase  of  revenue  is  not  always  the  conse- 
quence of  an  aucmentaticn  of  duty.  It  was  a  say- 
ing of  Dean  Swift,  he  believed,  that,  in  the  arith- 
metic of  the  customs,  two  and  two  do  not  always 
make  four,  but  ofttimes  one.  You  may  double  the 
duty  upon  a  given  commodity,  and,  instead  of 
doubling  the  revenue  from  it,  you  may  reduce  it 
one-half  or  more  by  discouraging  the  consumption. 

He  held  it,  therefore,  impossible,  with  any  data 
we  have  now  before  us,  for  any  one  to  say  a  priori 
with  a  satisfactory  approximation  to  certainty, 
whether  the  contemplated  duties  on  foreign  luxuries 
would  produce  money  enough  both  to  fill  the  place 
of  the  land  sales  in  the  public  fisc,  and  to  supply 
the  deficiency  arising  from  the  progressive  reduc- 
tion of  duties  under  tbe  compromise  act.  Without 
going  into  any  details  at  present,  he  wonld  merely 
say  that  to  him  it  seemed  quite  doubtful.  Suppose, 
then,  in  tbe  event  they  should  prove  inadequate  to 
perform  this  double  office,  what  wonld  be  the  con- 


sequence? Yon  must  either  resort  to  what  are 
commonly  called  the  protected  articles  to  raise  the 
duties  upen  them  beyond  tbe  20  per  cent,  stipulated 
by  the  compromise  act,  and  thereby  renew  the  bitter 
strife  which  we  have  fain  hoped  was  finally  la*d  to 
rest  by  the  conciliatory  adjustment  of  1833,  or 
otherwise  you  must  create  a  new  public  debt  by 
resorting  to  a  loan  in  fome  or  other— either  of  them 
con-equences  which,  he  was  sure,  would  be  sincerely 
deprecated  by  gentlemen  who,  with  other  views, 
are  inclined  to  give  their  present  support  to  the 
policy  of  distribution. 

It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  said  Mr.  R.  that,  re- 
garding it  for  the  present  as  a  fiscal  question  only, 
the  proposition  for  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
tbe  public  lands  is  necessarily  posterior  to,  and  de- 
pendent upon,  the  permanent  adjustment  of  the 
tariff,  which  must  take  place  during  the  next  session 
of  Congress.  The  provisional  arrangements  made 
by  the  compromise  act  will  run  out  by  the  1st  of 
July,  1842,  and  the  large  and  admitted  deficiency 
in  the  revenue  that  will  then  arise  must  impose 
upon  Con  tress,  at  their  next  session,  the  inevitable 
duty  of  revising  and  permanently  adjusting  the  en- 
tire revenue  system  of  the  nation,  with  a  view  to 
that  "economical  administration  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment*' which  is  recognised  and  consecrated  as  a 
principle  in  the  very  text  of  the  compromise  act, 
and  which  he  hoped  and  believed  would  be  faith- 
fully carried  out  bv  the  new  Administration.  The 
subject  was  one  of  the  highest  delicacy  and  impor- 
tance in  all  its  pans  and  bearings,  and  he  had  no 
donbt  it  would  be  met  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the 
character  of  American  legislators — in  the  catholic 
spirit  of  American  patriotism,  and  not  in  the  nar- 
row spirit  of  sectional  jealousy  on  the  one  hand,  or 
local  cupidity  on  tbe  other — and  he  felt  a  high  de- 
gree of  satisfaction  in  the  belief  that  its  harmonious 
adjustment  was  destined  to  become  a  new  bond  of 
union  between  the  various  portions  of  cur  wide- 
spread Confederacy. 

He  was  not  disposed  at  this  time  to  disturb  the 
foundations  of  that  system  which  had  been  esta- 
blished by  the  wisdom  of  our  most  experienced  and 
renowned  statesmen  for  the  disposition  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  which  had  been  so  often  tbe  theme  of 
eulogy  here  and  elsewhere.  It  had  become  fashion- 
able of  late,  in  some  quarters,  to  decry  this  system, 
bat,  for  bis  part,  he  had  not  seen  the  bitter  fruits 
ascribed  to  it.  Under  it,  the  new  States  had  al- 
ready grown  up  to  an  extent  of  wealth  and  empire 
which,  for  the  rapidity  of  its  progress,  was  unpa- 
ralle'ed* in  the  history  of  the  world,  an^d  hitherto 
harmony  and  contentment  had  been  reserved  by  it 
among  all  the  members  of  the  Confederacy.  He 
would  not  say  that  changes  mght  not  become  ne- 
cessary in  this  system.  But  this  he  would  take  the 
liberty  to  say,  in  a  spirit  of  the  most  perfect  kind- 
ness and  respect  to  his  friends  who  represent  the 
new  States  on  this  floor— that  if  that  measure 
which  they  seemed,  most  of  all  others,  to  depre- 
cate, (distribution,)  should  ever  hereafter  become 
the  law  of  the  land,  it  will  have  been  owing  to  too 
eager  efforts  to  appropriate  lo  special  and  exclusive 
uses  a  common  fund,  which  the  older  Stales,  to  se- 
cure their  equal  participation  in,  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  most  solemn  compacts,  might  be  driven 
to  unite  in  placing  in  a  situation  where  it  would 
become  the  common  interest  to  preserve  and  pro- 
tect it  for  the  equal  advantage  of  all. 

In  conclusion,  he  would  merely  add,  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  views  he  had  expressed,  that  he  should 
vote  against  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  of  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Youmo]  to  recommit  the  bill  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  the  plan  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun]  for  a  cession  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  the  new  States;  if  that  should  be  nega- 
tived, he  would  then  vote  against  tbe  preposition  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crietenden]  to 
recommit  with  instructions  to  report  a  plan  for  dis- 
tribution; and  in  the  event  of  that  being  also  de- 
feated, he  would  then  have  the  temerity  to  vote 
against  the  "log  cabin"  bill,  so  called,  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton,]  certainly  in  no 
spirit  of  unfriendliness  to  the  real  tenants  of  those 
homely  dwellings,  but  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  the 
cause  of  justice  and  equal  rights,  which  they  are 
ever  the  foremost  to  defend. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  JOHNSON, 

OF  MARYLAND, 

In  the  House  of  RepraenUliva,  December  24,  1840— 

In  relation/  to  the  public  lands. 

The  memorial  presented  by  Mr.  Reynolds 
from  tbe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  pray- 
ing a  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  public  lands, 
coming  up  for  consideration,  and  Mr.  Rut  molds 
and  Mr.  Pjcksns  having  addressed  the  House  on 
the  subject —  I 

Mr.  WILLIAM  COST  JOHNSON  called  for      ! 
the  reading  of  the  memorial,  and  the  instructions 
proposed  to  be  attached  to  its  reference  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

The  instructions  were  "to  report  a  biii  to  grant 
prospective  pre-emption  to  actual  settlers,  and  to  re- 
duce the  price  to  settlers,  according  to  the  value  of 
the  land." 

Mr.  Joaitsow  moved  to  amend  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Reynolds,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  ' 
word  instruct,  and  to  insert,  "to  report  a  bill  to 
have  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  domain 
divided  among  the  States  in  an  equitable  ratio,  to 
be  used  by  the  States  for  internal  improvements, 
education,  or  any  other  purpose,  as  may  be  deemed 
wise  by  the  several  States  receiving  said  distri-  | 
button. »» 

*  Mr.  Johnson  then  proceeded  to  address  the 
House  at  considerable  length  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  instructions,  and  in  reply  to  the  course  of 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Rey- 
nolds,] and  to  some  of  the  observations  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickens-] 

He  hardly  knew,  he  said,  whether  to  express 
pleasure  or  regret  that  the  proposition  had  been 
brought  forward  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  or 
that  suggestions  had  been  thrown  out  in  relation  lo 
it  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Pickens.]  He  (Mr.  J.)  hardly  knew  whether  to 
express  pleasure  that  the  subject  of  the  public  do- 
main had  been  introduced  at  this  session,  or  regret 
that  it  had  not  been  deferred  until  the  meeting  of 
the  next  Congress.  If  the  next  Congress  shall  be 
composed  ot  materials  such  as  have  been  already 
intimated  on  this  floor,  the  question  of  rime  isoae 
of  grave  importance.  It  was,  however,  one  cf^ 
those  questions,  on  which  his  own  opinion  bad  beet 
matured,  and  upon  which  be  was  as  ready  to  ad 
now  as  he  should  be  at  any  time.  He  believed  it 
to  be  a  question  which  required  profound  delibera- 
tion and  cautious  and  wise  legislation.  And  al- 
though the  debate  had  sprung  suddenly  upon  the 
House,  he  would  endeavor  to  nrabv  aadibh  his 
opinions,  and  the  reasons  of  his  opposition,  to  much 
which  had  been  said.  He  had  listened  lo  the  la- 
mentations of  gentlemen  from  the  far  'West;  he 
had  heard  them  implore  this  House  to  be  kind  and 
generous  towards  them;  he  had  heard  them  make 
appeals  as  if  they  were  in  the  most  dejected  aad 
impoverished  condition.  If  the  State  of  Illinois  bad 
suffered,  as  the  gentleman  who  had  addressed  them 
this  morning  would  have  tbe  Honse  believe,  by  the 
oppressive  legislation  of  Congress,  let  ota  tell  the 
House  how  it  was  that  that  State  had  increased  ia 
population  in  a  ratio  beyond  that  of  any  other 
State  of  this  Confederacy;  why  it  was  that  aa  over- 
whelming tide  of  population  had  docked  there; and 
why  it  was  that  she  was  growing  up  like  a  mighty 
empire  in  the  West.  When  gentlemen  approach- 
ed the  Hou:e  in  this  way,  they  ceased  to  be  either 
generous  or  just  to  themselves,  their  people,  or 
this  House. 

Mr.  J.  then  referred  to  the  history  of  the  Western 
States,  and  proceeded  to  demonstrate  the  fallacy  of 
certain  positions  assumed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois.    He  asked  if  it  was  oppressive  on  the 
Western  States  that  the  land*  entered  by  settiecs 
are  exempted  from  taxation  for  five  years  after  said 
entry,  why  it  was  that  the  gentleman  had  not  made 
an  effort  to  have  that  condition  removed  by  Con- 
gress?   He  (Mr.  J.)  would  vote  for  such  a  KB. 
Bat  the  fact  was,  the  exemption  from  taxation  of 
the  lands  of  the  settlers  was  really  a  bonus  to  in- 
duce purchases,  and  in  a  great  degree  to  tenant 
emigration  from  the  old  to  the  new  States.    Aad 
this  measure  of  munificence  on  the  part  of  tke.CaK. 
neral  Government  to  protect  the  settler  firoan  Jnaat 
taies  by  the  State  until  he  should  be  aUaamil  jjjlfe 
to  settle  the  land  and  improve  it,  is  calleieV^im 
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outrage  upon  Ihe  sovereign  authority  of  the  8tates. 
The  gentleman  has  failed  to  inform  ihe  House  how 
many  millions  of  acres  of  public  lands  ihe  General 
,  Government  has  granted  to  the  new  States  fpr  the 
purpose  of  education.  One  thirty-sixth  portion  of 
Ihe  lands  within  their  limits  has  been  granted  for 
this  purpose  alone,  to  the  total  exclusion  of  the  old 
Stales;  and  this  done,  loo,  by  Congress  when  the 
vote  of  the  new  States  was  very  inconsiderable. 
Bat  now  we  are  told  that  the  new  States  have 
found  oat  their  strength,  that  they  will  first  ad- 
vocate pre-emptions  and  graduation  of  prices,  and, 
finally,  a  total  surrender  of  ihe  whole  to  their  cu- 
pidity. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  that  he  was  unwilling  to  treat 
me  grave  a  qaestion  with  the  slightest  levity,  but  he 
could  not  better  illustrate  the  justice  and  force  of 
the  gentleman's  remarks,  than  by  stating  that  it 
eaUed  to  his  memory  the  incident  of  a  last  will  and 
testament  of  a  gentleman  who  resided  in  one  of  the 
counties  of  Virginia,  as  he  was  informed  by  a  dis- 
tinguished citizen.  This  gentleman  had  fourteen 
sons,  towards  all  of  whom  he  cherished  the  kindest 
regard  and  tenderest  affection;  and,  as  often  hap- 
pens with  an  ancient  parent,  the  youngest  child  be- 
came the  greatest  favorite.  The  confiding  parent 
got  his  youngest  son  to  write  his  will  for  him,  in 
which  he  gave  his  homestead  and  stock— in  short, 
all  his  real  and  personal  estate,  to  this  most  honest, 
youngest  son,  and  there*  of  the  estate  to  be  divided 
equally  among  his  brothers.  [Much  laughter.] 
And  so  are  the  thirteen  old  States  to  fare,  if  the 
gentleman  speaks  the  sentiments  of  the  new  States. 
After  they  have  received  grants  of  many  millions 
of  acres—after  they  have  grown  up  vigorously 
amidst  the  liberal  policy  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, they  come  here  and  taunt  the  House  with 
their  power  and  strength;  telling  us  that  justice  no 
longer  had  a  habitation  in  their  bosoms,  but  that 
they  came  here  armed  with  power,  and  would  teach 
the  oM  States  not  only  that  they  will  receive  with- 
out acknowledgment  past  kindnesses,  but  that,  by 
force  of  numbers,  they  will  rescue  the  just  heritage 
of  the  old  States  from  them.  Language  of  this 
kind  might  do  to  flatter  the  vicious  taste  of  some 
few  men;  but  he  believed  that  it  did  not  speak  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  of  the  West.  He  believed 
that  they  would  scorn  the  man  who  would  wish  to 
rob  his  neighbor  for  his  own  immediate  benefit.  He 
believed  that  gentlemen  who  uttered  this  language 
were  not  speaking  the  sentiments  of  a  magnanimous 
and  high-minded  constituency. 

The  gentleman  urges  upon  the  House  the  neces- 
sity for  a  reduction  of  the  prices  of  the  public 
lands,  because  some  land  has  been  surveyed  for 
ten,  and  some  fifteen  years,  that  is  not  yet  entered 
at  the  land  offices.  Mr.  J.  would  ask  if  that  was 
not  owing  to  a  want  of  population  and  capital  ra- 
ther than  a  want  of  value  in  the  lands.  Can  it  be 
expected  that  the  whole  public  domain  is  to  be  peo- 
pled with  inhabitants,  from  the  Wabash  to  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  in  a  few  brief  years?  The  old 
States  are  now  annually  drained  of  their  wealth 
and  their  population  to  fill  up  the  West.    And 


rbere,  upon  the  face  of  the  globe,  is  labor  so  well 
■rewarded  as  in  the  new  States,  or  where  is  wealth 
so  rapidly  accumulating? 

If  the  gentleman  will  examine  the  reports  made 
to  this  House,  he  will  find  that  the  lands  estimated 
as  worth  but  a  quarter  and  the  eighth  of  a  dollar  a 
few  years  ago  are  now  .entered  with  great  avidity 
for  a  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents.  The  simple 
facts  connected  with  the  settlement  of  the  public 
lands  overthrow  all  the  gentleman's  assumptions 
and  reasoning. 

And  he  woo  Id  appeal  to  the  members  from  Mis- 
sissippi, even  Tennessee,  and  especially  Alabama, 
for  the  truth  of  what  he  would  assert,  that,  in  those 
Stales,  at  the  present  reduced  Government  price,  if 
it  was  not  a  mode  of  continual  practice  for  plan- 
ters to  enter  lands  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  an  acre,  and  place  them  in  cultivation  a  few 
wears,  without  renewing  the  soil  by  the  mineral  or 
vegetable  manures,  discard  them  and  enter  fresh 
lands,  and  continue  this  process  until  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  soil  followed  their  advance,  and  a  drea- 
rr  waste  was  left  by  this  migratory  cultivation. 
The 
rage 


i  gentleman's  proposition  would   be  to  encou- 
e  this  processor  desolating-  the  Unds,  rather  than 


invite  entries  for  permanent  abode  and  cultivation; 
and  it  would  encourage  false  entries  and  perjuries, 
and  feed  the  insatiate  appetite  of  the  thousands  of 
land  speculators. 

Mr.  J.  then  alluded  to  some  remarks  which  fell 
from  Mr.  Pickens,  and  said  that  he  could  not  agree 
that  the  Western  States  were  in  the  condition  of 
colonies,  nor  could  he  advocate  the  views  of  that 
gentleman,  as  he  understood  them,  to  surrender 
the  public  domain  at  once  to  the  States,  upon  the 
condition  of  their  returning  a  portion  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sales  to  the  National  Treasury.  He  would 
acquit  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  of  any 
improper  motive  in  his  course,  but  he  believed  that 
there  were  those  in  the  nation  who  were  playing 
high  political  games  upon  the  capital  of  the  nation 
—•who  were  offering,  as  in  times  of  old,  largesses 
of  the  public  property  to  effect  selfish  ends.  And 
the  effort  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol  to  surren- 
der the  public  domain  to  the  States  would  fail  of 
its  purpose;  the  prominent  gentleman  who  may 
have  expected  to  gain  the  favor  of  the  preemption 
settlers  and  squatters,  would  find  that  they  would 
most  warmly  oppose  his  plan,  because  they  would 
find  it  more  difficult  to  take  advantage  of  the  States 
than  of  the  General  Government.  Their  selfish 
purposes  could  be  better  attained  by  the  present 
than  by  that  plan;  and,  in  the  end,  if  that  plan 
should  be  effected,  the  General  Government  would 
quickly  lose  the  proceeds  of  sale,  after  it  had  dis- 
posed of  its  own  right  to  sell.  The  suspension  of 
a  State  would  be  more  embarrassing  to  the  Gene- 
ral Government  than  the  suspension  of  payments 
by  a  bank,  and  an  execution  would  be  an  awk- 
wark  process  to  coerce  payment  in  the  event  of  de- 
linquency. 

He  (Mr.  J.)  did  not  look  to  the  increased  repre- 
sentation of  the  new  States  on  this  floor  with  the 
same  distrust  as  many  other  members.  He  thought 
that  Ohio  and  Indiana  were  old  States,  as  far  as 
their  interests  were  involved.  Their  distributive 
share  of  the  public  lands  was  an  interest  para- 
mount to  any  other;  and  so  had  Ohio  spoken  by  its 
legislative  resolve**;  and  such  he  believed  to  be  the 
real  interest  of  all  the  new  States  as  well  as  the 
old.  He  believed  that  the  calm  and  practical  judg- 
ment of  the  citizens  of  the  new  States  would  so 
decide.  Not  only  those  who  have  entered  lands  at 
Government  price,  whom  the  Government  would 
now  injure  by  reducing  the  price,  but  all  save  land 
jobbers  and  land  speculators,  and  political  specula- 
tors of  small  intrinsic  capital,  wi<h  but  few  excep- 
tions. *  * 

The  gentleman  who  first  addressed  the  House* 
[Mr.  Reynolds]  said  that  the  Western  States  are 
embarrassed  in  their  finances.  He  (Mr.  J.)  would 
grant  it,  and  that  fact  would  be  an  argument 
against  the  plan  of  almost  wholly  abandoning  the 
public  domain  to  rapacious  speculators.  The  old 
States  are  also  embarrasssd;  and  hence  the  interests 
of  the  old  and  the  new  are  identical.  Their  mu- 
tual interest  is  to  have  their  own  property  divided 
fairly  among  the  whole,  so  that  they  can  relieve 
themselves  from  their  embarrassments.  His  own 
State,  (Maryland,)  Pennsylvania, and oher  States, 
required  their  just  share  of  the  fund  arising  from 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  Maryland  had  com- 
menced a  vast  system  of  internal  improvement, 
and  one  too  extensive  perhaps  for  her  present 
limited  means;  but,  with  her  share  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  she  could  prose- 
cute it,  and  be  relieved  from  direct  taxation,  other- 
wise there  would  be  great  embarrassment.  Penn- 
sylvania has  had  recourse  to  direct  taxation,  and 
she  has  claimed,  by  resolutions  of  her  State,  as 
Maryland  and  other  States  have  done,  her  just  pro- 
portion of  this  fund,  set  apart  by  the  acts  of  ces- 
sion of  the  various  States  surrendering  the  public 
domain  to  the  General  Government  as  a  trustee,  to 
divide  the  trust  fund  faithfully  and  fairly  among 
all  the  Slates. 

Mr.  J.  then,  turning  and  addressing  himself  to 
Mr.  Pickbns,  said  that,  if  he  had  a  just  conception 
of  the  policy  and  interest  of  South  Carolina,  that 
State  was  anxious  to  extend  her  avenues  of  trade 
to  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  that  the  rich  com- 
modities of  its  production  should  be  emptied  into 
the  lap  of  Charleston,  and  that  her  distributive 
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share  would  come  very  opportunely  to  her  financial 
relief. 

[Mr.  Pickens  here  rose  and  said  that  South  Ca- 
rolina had  adopted  direct  taxation  to  meet  her  8tate 
exigencies,  and  that  the  people  very  cheerfully 
paid  it.] 

Mr.  Jomrsejr  resumed,  and  said  that  he  did  not 
doubt  that  the  people  paid  the  exaction  with  great 
cheerfulness,  nor  did  he  know  that  it  was  a  high 
point  of  honor  for  a  State  or  individual  to  pay  wil- 
lingly just  debts.  He  only  would  say  that  the  peo- 
ple of  South  Carolina  were  a  most  strange  people, 
if  they  preferred  paying  direct  taxation  to  be 
wholly  relieved  from  it,  and  that  they  would  pur- 
sue a  course  different  from  any  other  people  if  they 
would  rather  eschew  their  portion  of  the  public 
land  in  order  to  have  their  own  property  oppressed 
with  a  system  of  taxation  of  which  his  (Mr.  J's) 
instructions  would  greatly  relieve  them. 

He  (Mr.  J.)  would  say,  whilst  alluding  to  the 
opinions  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Pickbns,]  that  there  was  one  opinion  which 
he  advanced  whilst  he  was  on  the  floor  that  he 
would  most  cordially  agree  with— that  ibis  ques- 
tion of  the  public  lands  was  not  a  revenue  ques- 
tion. He  (Mr.  J.)  thought  that  it  should  not  be  so 
regarded. 

When  the  Constitution  was  formed,  the  question 
of  the  pubic  lands  was  a- question  of  fruitful  dis- 
cussion. Maryland  had  for  three  years,  daring 
the  darkest  period  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  re- 
fused to  sign  the  Articles  of  Confederation  unless 
the  States  would  make  cession  of  the  waste  territo- 
ry within  their  territorial  limits.  And  when  the 
Constitution  was  formed,  the  States  surrendered  . 
all  power  ever  revenues  derived  from  customs  to 
the  General  Government,  among  other  reasons,  be- 
cause by  the  acts  of  cession  of  the  States  the  public 
domain  was  to  be  divided  among  the  States  in  pro- 
portion to  taxation  and  representation;  and  it  never 
was  expected  that  the  General  Government  was  to 
live  upon  the  bounty  of  the  States'  property,  like  a 
Revolutionary  cripple  or  a  superannuated  mendi- 
cant. 

Mr.  Johnson  then  said  that  the  remarks  of  die 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickbns] 
who  advocated  the  postponement  of  this  question 
and  the  tariff  until  the  next  Congress,  only  con* 
firmed  the  c  evictions  which  be  bad  formed  when 
he  first  read  the  President's  message,  that  no  mea- 
sure of  finance  or  relief  to  the  people  would  be 
urged  by  the  present  dominant  party  in  this  House 
daring  this  *sssion.  That  the  people  would  have 
to  look  to  the  next  Congress  for  hope  and  for  use- 
ful measures.  Standing,  as  the  gentleman  did,  in 
the  high  confidence  of  the  President,  he  (Mr.  J.) 
could  but  regard  that  he  spoke  advisedly  when  he 
urged  a  postponement  of  all  those  grave  questions. 
[Here  Mr.  Pickens  again  rose  and  said  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  saying  that 
the  President  or  his  friends  would  recommend  no 
measure  of  finance  to  this  Congress,  for  he  had 
no  such  authority,  and  only  spoke  for  himself.] 

Mr.  Johnson  resumed.  The  disclaimer  of  the 
gentleman  was  inconclusive  with  him  (Mr.  J.)  as 
an  affirmation  of  what  he  had  intimated;  for  he 
(Mr.  J.)  felt  assured  that  if  there  was  any  purpose 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive  or  his  friends  to  bring 
forward  any  measure  of  relief,  that  gentleman 
[Mr.  P.]  above  all  others  would  have  been  cogni- 
zant of  the  fact,  and  that  he  [Mr.  P.]  was  too  skil- 
ful a  parliamentarian  to  throw  himself  at  full 
length  in  the  Executive  path  if  there  was  any  such 
purpose  in  contemplation. 

It  was  now  clear  to  his  (Mr.  J's)  mind  that  all 
the  very  important  questions  to  the  country  were 
to  be  delayed,  and  that  the  responsibility  of  de- 
ciding upon  them  was  to  be  thrown  upon  the  next 
Administration.  8uch  a  course  reflected  as  deeply 
upon  this  Administration  as  it  was  really  compli- 
mentary, though  not  so  intended,  to  that  which 
would  quickly  succeed. 

He,  (Mr.  J.)  like  Mr.  Van  Buren,  would,  on  the 
4th  of  March  next,  be  placed,  by  the  Constitution, 
on  the  dignified  level  of  a  private  citizen.  Bat, 
whilst  on  this  floor,  he  was  ready  to  act  upon  all 
questions  which  might  arise;  and  none  would  he 
more  cheerfully  speak  and  vote  upon  than  the  ta- 
riff.   But  be  would  not  contend  with  abstract  theo* 
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ries,  nor  would  be  show  his  heroism,  however  well 
armed,  by  timing  blows  at  advancing  shadows. 
When  the  question  should  arise  in  a  tangible  shape, 
when  a  bill  on  the  subject  shall  be  repbrted,  it  will 
be  quite  time  enough  for  a  discussion.  He  had  no 
doubt  in  his  mind,  however,  that  when  that  subject 
should  be  properly  brought  up  for  consideration,  it 
would  be  found  less  fearful  than  many  gentlemen 
imagined;  he  doubted  not  that  it  could  be  settled  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  and  in  a  manner 
so  that  the  North  and  South  could  cordially 
shake  hands,  even  in  this  Hall  of  fruitful  conten- 
tion. 

The  policy,  which  is  adopted  by  the  Executive 
party,  of  doing  nothing  of  usefulness  to  the  coun- 
try, made  it  only  more  incumbent  on  such  mem- 
bers a*  himself,  who  stood  in  the  minority,  to  pro- 
pos  e  at  least  some  plan  of  relief  for  the  States  and 
the  people  of  the  States;  and  hence  he  had  intro- 
duced his  substitute,  which  ha  believed  the  calm 
judgment  of  the  unprejudiced  would  approve. 

Mr.  J.  then  addressed  himself  to  Mr.  Reynolds, 
and  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  had 
made  one  earnest  or  seemingly  earnest  appeal  to 
the  members  of  the  Whig  party  to  support  his 
(Mr.  R's)  proposition,  if  they  were  really  the 
friends,  as  they  pretended  to  be,  of  the  tenant  of 
the  log  cabin.  He  (Mr.  J.)  would  inform  the  gen- 
tleman that  it  was  because  he  was  the  friend  of  the 
tenant  of  the  log  cabin  that  he  had  opposed  his 
(Mr.  R's)  proposition  and  introduced  his  own;  it 
was  because  he  was  really  anxious  to  improve  the 
condition  of  all  classes,  and  especially  the  most 
needy,  that  he  was  for  dividing  their  own  property 
among  themselves;  it  was  became  he  was  sincerely 
the  friend  of  the  indigent  that  he  was  for  rescuing 
their  own  estate  from  the  grasp  of  the  land  jobber 
and  the  land  speculator,  where  that  gentleman's 
measure  would  place  it,  and  was  for  dividing  it  for 
the  benefit  of  all.  The  tenant  of  the  Jog  cabin  in 
Maryland  had  the  rame  interest  with  the  citizen  of 
Illinois.  The  blood  and  treasure  of  the  old  States 
had  won  the  public  domain,  and  the  deeds  of  ces- 
sion had  consecrated  it  as  a  trust-fund  for  the 
benefit  of  all  to  the  latest  posterity. 

Decs  the  gentleman  de-sire  that  every  citizen  of 
the  old  States  must  abandon  the  land  of  his  fathers 
and  of  his  birth,  and  take  up  his  residence  in  the 
new  States,  or  be  excluded  from  his  own  patri- 
mony? Can  he,  as  a  statesman  or  a  philanthropist 
desire  to  see  the  old  States  depopulated?  Does  not 
the  present  broad  and  strong  tide  of  emigration 
satisfy  his  ambition  and  sufficiently  gratify  his 
hopes  and  his  pride? 

He  would  not  boast  of  his  Democracy,  because 
the  professions  of  public  men  were  generally  heart- 
less. But  he  trusted  he  was  still  not  the  less  a 
Democrat  if  he  boasted  but  little  about  it  His 
Democracy  be  would  have  to  consist  of  this:  As  a 
citizen,  to  respect  the  will  of  a  majority  constitu- 
tionally expressed;  as  a  legislator,  to  advocate  and 
adopt  such  measures  as  would  dispense  the  greatest 
amount  of  benefits  to  the  greatest  number  of  the 
people.  And  he  humbly  conceived  that  his  pro- 
position wonld  diffuse  me  splendid  inheritance  of 
the  people  ef  the  nation  among  all  the  States,  so  as 
to  open  avenues  of  commerce,  and  give  a  stimulus 
to  agriculture  and  the  mechanical  pursuits.  The 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Reynolds] 
would  close  the  door  of  the  log  cabin  to  the  school- 
master: bis  (Mr.  J'>)  would  throw  it  open  to  the 
light  of  instruction.  It  would  furni&h  the  States 
with  a  fund  which  would  rear  up  a  temple  of  edu- 
cation in  every  region  of  the  nation,  and  diffuse 
moral  and  religious  knowledge  to  all  the  rising  ge- 
nerations. And  who  that  has  looked  abroad  is  not 
impressed  with  the  necessity? 

A  morning's  paper  had  informed  him  that  Ken- 
tucky, as  noble  as  that  patriotic  State  is,  wa?  rear- 
ing up  more  than  half  of  her  children  without  pro- 
per education;  and  in  Virginia  and  other  States, 
the  condition  of  the  rising  generation  was  as  de- 
plorable. The  very  foundation  of  our  Govern- 
ment is  based  upon  public  opinion.  Public  opinion 
was  almost  as  strong  as  the  Constitution  itself. 
And  this  public  opinion  sbculd  be  enlightened,  to 
be  patriotic.  Public  liberty  is  umafe  a  hen  elec- 
tors are  too  ignorant  to  understand  the  true  interest 
4>f  the  nation;  and  ha  who  is  most  ardent  in  the 


hope  of  having  the  wise  genius  of  our  Republican 
institutions  transmitted,  must  advocate  measures 
wh'ch  diffuse  universal  education  in  every  region 
of  the  nation.  Congress  discharged  but  half  of  its 
duty  when  it  granted  large  amounts  to  all  the  new 
States  and  Territories  for  free  schools  and  acade- 
mies; it  should  have  set  apart  a  like  amount  to  all 
of  the  States.  Let  the  neglect  of  the  past  Con- 
gress be  amended  by  this;  or  let  his  instructions  go 
to  the  committee,  that  they  may  report  at  least  a 
bill  upon  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  acts  of  ces- 
sion. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  COLES, 

OF  VIRGINIA, 
In  the  Houte  of  Reprttent*tive$t  February  3.  1841 — 

la  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  Treasury 

note  bill. 

Mr.  COLES  addressed  the  committee  as  fol- 
low?: 

Mr.  Chairman:  It  has  not  been  my  practice  to 
engage  in  the  general  and  protracted  debates  which 
have  so  frequently  occupied  the  time  of  this  House, 
and  exhausted  the  patience  of  its  members.  I  have, 
upon  such  occasions,  given  place  to  others  more 
anxious  to  speak,  and  centcnted  myself  with  a  si- 
lent vote. 

We  are  now  on  the  eve  of  unknown  changes:  it 
is  declared  from  high  sources,  that  an  eventful  re- 
volution in  the  policy  of  the  Government  is  at 
hand.  Vital  questions  have  been  introduced 
into  this  debate,  which  have  not  been  decid- 
ed by  the  people,  and  which  deeply  involve 
their  individual  and  political  condition.  The 
present  discussion  may  not  enlighten  the  coun- 
try, but  it  cannot  fail  to  excite  universal  in- 
terest, and  that  degree  of  solemn  reflection 
which  will  enable  the  public  mind  wisely  to  in- 
struct those  who  are  to  come  after  us*  In  this  re- 
spect, it  is  one  of  the  most  important  debates  that, 
at  any  time,  has  taken  place  in  this  country.  If 
further  apology  was  necessary  for  departing  from 
my  usual  custom  in  now  trespassing  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee,  it  may  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  an  important  interest  of  my  constituents 
has  been  brought  under  review,  and  my  course,  in 
regard  to  it,  particularly  alluded  to.  The  tobacco 
trade  has  been  introduced  in  connection  with  reta- 
liatory duties — the  effect  of  which  may  be  to  enlist 
that  interest  into  the  dangerous  combination  with 
manufactures,  for  the  establishment  of  a  system  of 
unlimited  taxation.  Under  such  circumstances,  it 
is  my  dnty  to  remain  silent  no  longer. 

I  shall  vote  for  the  bill  on  your  table — not  as  a 
party  measure — not  to  favor  the  coming  or  the  de- 
parting Administration — but  to  provide  means  for 
f  the  Executive  faithfully  to  execute  the  laws.  If, 
sir,  the  new  President,  and  the  party  who  have 
elected  him,  shall  truly  aim  to  accomplish  what 
was  promised  for  them  in  my  portion  of  the  Union, 
they  shall  have,  with  little  exception,  my  hearty 
co-operation  in  whatever  station  I  may  te  placed. 
If  they  shall  reform  real  abuses,  reduce  expen- 
ditures, oppose  distributions  out  of  the  common 
fund,  oppose  taxation  of  the  whole  to  enrich 
favored  portions  of  the  community,  oppose  a 
|  National  Bank,  and  if  they  shall  honestly 
aim  to  administer  their  trusts  for  the  common 
good,  and  in  strict  conformity  to  the  Republican 
maxims  of  Jefferson;  then,  sir,  it  will  cost  me  no 
change  of  my  previous  course  to  lrnd  my  cordial 
support.  All  these  promises  were  madv.  I  knew 
better  than  to  believe  they  would  be  fulfilled,  and 
voted  against  the  successful  candidate.  From  an 
intercourse  with  members  of  both  political  parties, 
from  their  votes,  and  frem  their  open  declarations 
at  this,  as  well  as  at  former  sessions  of  Congress,  I' 
have  just  as  little  hope  now  as  I  bad  then  that  any 
such  results  will  take  place.  No,  sir;  it  is  evident 
here,  and  will  shortly  become  palpable  to  the  whole 
country,  that  the  reigning  policy  of  the  new  Ad  mi* 
nistration  must  tend  in  a  contrary  direction.  My 
position,  should  I  again  be  honored  with  a  seat  on 
(his  floor,  must  necessarily  be  in  the  opposition.  It 
will,  though,  Mr.  Chairman,  be  a  frank,  decided, 
and  determined  opposition  to  measures  which  I 
honestly  believe  will  be  disastrous  to  important  in- 
terests, and  dangerous  to  the  safety  ef  free  institu- 
tions, on  which  all  that  I  hold  dear  mainly  de- 


pends. Nevertheless,  I  shall  not  lend  my  repre- 
sentative character  (after  the  example  of  others)  to 
injure  the  interests  and  honor  of  my  country,  and 
to  create  confosion  and  distress,  in  order  to  render 
a  party  obnoxious  to  the  people,  who  have,  as  I 
thinlr,  been  unfortunately  entrusted  with  the  ma- 
nagement of  their  public  concerns.  I  have  had  no 
personal  favors  to  ask  of  the  President,  and  have  as 
little  care  for  the  smiles  or  the  frowns  of  his  suc- 
cessor. It  has  been  my  object  to  perform  my  duly 
to  the  Constitution  and  to  the  people;  and  it  shall 
be  my  endeavor  to  require  the  performance  of  me 
same  duty  by  the  Executive  incumbent,  whoever 
he  may  be. 

The  bill  under  discussion  proposes  to  authorise 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue  five  mil- 
lions of  Treasury  notes.  Does  the  condition  of 
the  Treasury  require  additional  mean*?,  and  if  so, 
is  this  the  best  mode  of  supplying  them?  are  ques- 
lions  to  be  considered. 

It  is  not  remarkable  that  there  should  be  di&> 
culty  in  clearly  understanding  Treasury  reports, 
ttis  no  new  thing,  and  has  occurred  from  the  days 
of  General  Hamilton  to  the  present  time.    The 
business  of  the  Treasury  embiaces  such  a  variety 
of  subjects,  and  such  a  multitude  of  details,  that 
it  is  impossible  so  to  condense  it  as  to  make  a  ba- 
lance sheet  that  can   be  fully  comprehended  at  a 
glance.     The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  an 
annual  report,  submitted  in  December  last,  says, 
that,  according  to  the  estimates  made  bj  the  dif- 
ferent Departments,  of  what  would  be  required  to 
be  paid  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1840,  tarn 
would  be  a  balance  of  unexpended  appropriations 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  1841,  of  #10,549,905. 
In  that  event,  there  would  have  been  little  or  ae 
balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  last  named  day. 
But  the  Secretary  (having  two  months  more  to 
judge  from)  was  of  a  different  opinion,  and  estima- 
ted the  payments  of  the  last  quarter  of  1840  at  about 
five  and  a  half  millions,  whieh  would  leave  a  ba- 
lance on  hand  on  the  first  of  the  year  of  about  one 
and  a  half  millions,  and  a  balance  of  unexpend- 
ed appropriations  of  over  thirteen  millions.    The 
Secretary  appears  to  have  been  nearer  right,  stace 
not  so  much  as  his  estimate  wa*  called  for,  and,  in 
consequence,  the  cash  left  on  hand,  as  well  as  the 
amount  of  unexpended  appropriations,  were  some- 
thing greater  than  were  even  at  the  time  of  his  re- 
port calculated  on.    Precise  accuracy  cannot  be 
arrived  at  in  these  amounts  until  the  accounts  cam 
be  received  from  the  remote  points  of  this  extended 
Confederacy.    Nor  is  it  important,  for  ail  expe- 
rience justifies  the  expectation  (hat  the  amount  of 
appropriations  remaining  unexpended  at  the  end 
of  one  year  will  about  equal  wad  odiet  that  of  the 
preceding.    We   may  therefore  fairly  ea\e*\ate 
that  the  amount  remaining  unexpended  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1843,  will  nearly  or  quite  equal 
l  he  amount  existing  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1841,  leaving  the  means  of  the  year  free  to  meet 
the  amount  of  permanent  and  new  appropriations. 
Unexpended  balances  of  preceding  appropria- 
tions necessarily  exist  at  the  end  of  every  year. 
They  always  have  existed,  and  always  must  exist, 
without  any  regard  to  the  amount  of  money  jb  me 
Treasury;  being  sometimes  greatest  when  the  sur- 
plus amount  in  the  Treasury  is  largest.    Appro- 
priations are  made  by  one  session  of  Congress,  am 
for  the  service  of  the  year  alone,  but  to  continue 
the  operations  of  the  Government  until  the  dose 
of  the  next  session.    If  this  were  not  the  case,  and 
there  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  no  unexpended 
balances  of  appropriation,  a  very  large    portion 
of  the  public  service  would  have    to   atop    until 
Congress   could    pass   the    usual    appropriation 
bill*,  which  is  frequently  aot  done  uuul  June  or 
July.     No  matter  how  much   money   might  be 
in  the  Treasury,  not  a  dollar  could  be  drawn  oat 
without  an  appropriation  made  by  law.     What, 
then,  would  be  the  condition  of  the  army  and  navyT 
together  with  all  of  your  public  works,  without 
funds  from  the  end  of  one  year  to  the   middle  of 
July  in  ihe  next?    This  balance  of  unexpended 
appropriations    is  denominated  a  debt,  which  m 
fact  arises  out  of  the  customary  and  necessary  na- 
tion of  the  Government.    An  appropriation  cs  the 
authority  to  pay  out  any  money  that   may  be  ia 
the  Treasury,  for  specified  objects.    The   amoanf 
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of  unexpended  appropriations  at  the  end  of  h 
year  is  ascertained  without  difficulty,  by  deducting 
the  amount  of  payments  from  the  whole  amount  of 
appropriations  authorized  by  law.  The  Secretary's 
report  is  made  up  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
he  is  obliged,  of  course,  to  estimate  the  payments 
for  the  last  quarter.  He  states  with  certainty  the 
actual  payments  made  in  the  three  first  quarters  of 
1840,  at     -  -  -  -|21,188,198  41 

'And  estimates  those  expected  in  the 

last  quarter  (including  (425,000 

for  the  redemption  of  Treasury 

notes,    aad  #30,527   71   cents, 

for  balances  of  funded  debt)  at     5,455,527  71 


This  calculation  would  make  the 

payments  of  1840         -  -#26,643,656  12 

Leaving  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st 

day  of  January,  1841    -  -     1,580,855  00 

By  examining  the  accounts  that  hare  been  ren- 
dered in  the  different  reports,  and  the  laws  of  the 
last  year  granting  appropriations,  gentlemen  might 
(with  half  the  labor  they  seem  to  have  devoted  to 
this  subject)  have  tested  the  accuracy  of  these  es- 
timates. The  large  documents  giving  an  account 
of  the  total  receipts  and  expenditures,  which  are 
annually  submitted  to  Congress,  exhibit  the  re- 
ceipts, the  payments,  the  cash  on  hand,  the  appro- 
priations, and  ths  amounts  of  unexpended  appro- 
priations at  the  end  of  each  year,  up  to  the  year 
1840.  The  details  in  the  last  quarter  of  that  year 
cannot  all  be  precisely  stated,  owing  to  the  imprac- 
ticability of  getting  in  all  the  accounts  so  soon  after 
the  dose  of  the  year,  but  they  can  be  estimated 
with  sufficient  accuracy  for  all  practical  purposes. 
By  deducting  the  payments  from  the  receipts,  you 
have  the  balance  that  ought  to  be  in?the  Treasury; 
and  by  deducting  the  payments  from  the  amount 
of  appropriation?,  you  have  the  balance  of  unex- 
pended appropriations. 

If  the  Secretary  was  wrong  in  estimating  the  pay- 
ments of  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1840,  it  will 
not  alter  the  final  result.  Say  that  less  than  five 
and  a  half  millions  were  paid  in  that  quarter;  then 
there  will  be  a  larger  balance  of  unexpended  ap- 

fropriations  outstanding  on  the  1st  of  January, 
841,  and  a  corresponding  larger  balance  of  cash 
on  hand  at  the  same  period  to  meet  it;  which  I 
understand  are,  to  some  degree,  the  facts.  In  the 
opposite  state  of  the  ease,  if  more  than  five  and  a 
half  millions  had  been  paid,  then  there  would  have 
been  less  cash  on  hand,  and  a  less  amount  of  unex- 
pended appropriations  to  discbarge. 

The  President,  in  pursuance  of  authority  vested 
in  him  by  law,  suspended  the  appropriations  on  cer- 
tain public  works.  But  the  superintendents  of 
those  works,  it  is  said,  yielding  to  the  importunities 
of  the  workmen,  consented  for  them  to  go  on,  in  a 
limited  way,  upon  important  parts  of  the  works,  on 
condition  that  they  were  to  be  paid  at  a  time  when 
the  state  of  the  Treasury  would  admit  of  it.  I  al- 
lude to  this  transaction  now,  only  to  show  that  it 
does  not  vary  the  general  result,  and  cannot  be  an 
additional  obligation;  it  constitutes  a  part  of,  and  is 
included  in,  the  balance  of  unexpended  appropria- 
tions. It  is  represented  by  the  Departments  not  to 
exceed  §200,000;  and,  whether  small  or  large,  can- 
not be  set  down  as  an  additional  charge. 

At  this  session  the  cry  is  changed;  from  the 
same  quarter  that  we  have  heard,  during  the  pen- 
dency of  the  election,  charges  of  profligate  expen- 
diture; we  now  hear  charges  of  parsimony,  nig- 
gardly economy,  and  suspended  payments,  in  order 
to  throw  on  the  next  Administration  heavy  debts. 
How  is  this  met  by  facts?  The  amount  of  unex- 
pended appropriations  islets  on  the  first  of  this 
year,  than  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  this 
Administration,  or  at  the  beginning  of  any  other 
year, 
ft  was  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 

1837     -  §16,946,670  58 

On  the  1st  day  of  January,  1838  -  19,144,747  58 
On  the  1st  day  of  January,  1839  -  17,839,935  32 
On  the  1st  day  of  January,  1840  -  15,361,272  91 
And  is  estimated  to  have  been  on 

the  1st  day  of  January,  1841    -    14,000,000  00 

These  balances  of  unexpended  appropriations 
are  never  all  expended;  appropriations  to  pay  un- 
settled accounts,  frequently  exceed  the  amount 


found  due  on  settlement;  and  appropriations  to 
construct  a  public  work  or  pay  any  other  estimated 
demand,  sometimes  exceed  what  is  actually  re- 
quired. If  from  these  or  any  other  causes  any  ap- 
propriation remains  unexpended  for  two  years,  by 
a  standing  law  it  ceases  to  be  an  appropriation, 
and  is  returned  (as  it  is  denominated)  to  the  sur- 
plus fund.  In  this  way  a  variety  of  balances, 
amounting  to  from  one  hundred  thousand  to  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  have  annually  ceased  to  be  autho- 
rized to  be  expended. 

Gentlemen  should  be  cautious  in  setting  down 
unexpended  appropriations  as  unwarrantable  debts 
against  a  succeeding  Administration.  If  the  votes 
of  a  large  majority  of  their  friend?,  if  the  declara- 
tions on  this  floor,  in  the  Senate,  and  elsewhere,  of 
the  most  conspicuous  members  of  their  party,  are 
to  be  taken  as  indications  of  the  measures  of  the 
new  Administration,  the  expenditures  will  be 
largely  increased;  and  General  Harrison  will  be 
fortunate  if  he  docs  not,  at  the  end  of  his  term, 
transmit  to  his  successor  a  balance  of  unexpended 
appropriations  of  twice  the  present  amount. 

A  large  permanent  debt  is' said  to  exist,  justify- 
ing an  immediate  loan,  and  increased  taxation. 
Where  is  this  debt?  In  what  does  it  consist?  The 
ten  thousand  claims  which  are  said  to  be  asking 
justice  in  vain  at  our  hands,  are  placed  as  the  first 
item.  I  have  no  doubt  there  are  some  instances 
of  hardship,  arising  out  of  the  impracticability  of 
deciding  en  such  a  multitude  of  eases  that  are 
annually  presented  to  Congress.  When  I  first 
came  to  Congress  my  sympathies  were  frequently 
excited  in  behalf  of  pitiful  claimants,  said  to  be 
cruelly  sent  from  your  hall  without  justice  or 
mercy.  A  little  experience  has  taught  me  that 
most  of  these  cases  are  cases  that  have  been  pro- 
perly rejected  at  the  accounting  offices,  many  of 
them  have  been  repeatedly  presented  and  rejected 
here,  and  1  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  very 
few,  perhaps  not  one  in  a  hundred,  ought  to  be 
allowed. 

If  the  new  Administration  is  eager  to  constitute 
a  national  debt  out  of  these  claims,  and  will  pro- 
claim to  the  country  that  such  claims  will  be  paid, 
instead  of  ten  thousand,  it  may  have  ten  hundred 
thousand  to  satisfy.  Does  any  one  expect  that  the 
claims,  amounting  to  five  millions  of  dollars  for 
French  spoliations  before  1800,  will  be  shortly 
allowed.  Is  it  expected  that  this  Congress  will 
borrow  money,  or  levy  taxes,  in  order  to  grant 
to  the  States  nine  millions,  the  amount  of  the 
fourth  instalment,  of  what  was  falsely  called 
the  deposites?  Is  it  gravely  expected  that  five 
or  eight  millions  shall  be  borrowed,  and  vested  in 
stocks,  in  order  that  the  interest  shall  be  ready  to 
pay  the  annuities  engaged  to  be  paid  to  the  In- 
dians? or  do  gentlemen  expect  so  soon  to 
revive  their  favored  objects  of  harbors,  roads,  and 
other  improvements?  or  to  unreasonably  extend 
the  public  defences  by  studding  your  immense 
frontier  with  arnnments,  and  whitening  every 
sea  with  your  navies?  No,  gentlemen,  if  you  are 
to  have  a  great  national  debt,  made  up  of  rejected 
claims,  many  of  which  are  as  old  as  the  Govern- 
ment, and  of  new  projects  of  distribution  and 
wild  extravagance,  you  must  contract  it  your- 
selves— you  cannot  indulge  the  hope  of  beginning 
it  in  the  few  remaining  weeks  of  this  session.  Qo 
home  first,  and  ask  your  constituent?  if  General 
Harrison  was  elected  for  any  such  purees.  I 
will  warrant  that  you  have  mistaken  the  issue  at 
the  late  election,  or  many,  very  many  of  the  voters 
have  done  so.  It  appears  demonstrable  'that  the 
balance  of  unexpended  appropriations  on  the  lbt 
day  of  January,  1841,  may  properly  be  assumed 
as  including  every  expenditure  that  can  fall  on  the 
year,  except  the  estimated  permanent  appropria- 
tions and  such  new  appropriations  as  shall  be  au- 
thorized at  this  session  ot  Congress.  It  also  is  rea- 
sonable to  expect  a  like  amount  to  remain  unex- 
pended at  the  commencement  of  the  next  year. 
We  have  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  only  to  inquire 
whether  the  cash  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  probable 
income,  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  amount  of 
permanent  appropriations,  and  such  as  this  Con- 
gress may  authorize. 
The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of 

January,  1841,  was  estimated  by  the  Secretary 


of  the  Treasury  at 
And  the  income  from  all 


-    .1,580,855 
at-    83,149,618 


Making  the  whole  estimated  means  of 


the  year 


On  the  other  hand  the  estimate  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  year  1841  are 
suited 

For  ordinary  purposes  at  $19,250,000 
For   the   funded    debt, 

chiefly  for  the   cities 

of  this  District  -         149,300 

For  the    redemption  of 

the  Treasury  notes     -     4,500,000 


-    #34,733,473 


$33,899,300 


Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  af- 
ter discharging  all  the  obligations  of 
1841,  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1843,  of     ....      $834,373 
The  above    estimate  of  $34,733,473,   as  the 
means  at  the  present  year  from  all  sources,  is  ad- 
mitted by  both  sides  of   the  House  to  be  low 
enough;  and  particularly  by  those  who  are  most 
competent  to  judge.    I  shall  therefore  not  trouble 
the  committee  further  on  this  point;  and  take  it  for 
granted. 

The  permanent  and  new  appropriation!  of 
all  sorts,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  which 
have  been  estimated  to  be  required  for 
the  year  1841,  amount,  as  above  stated, 
to  33,899,300.  This  estimate  is  greater  by 
$1,764,480,  for  ordinary  purposes,  than  is  calltd 
for  by  the  Departments,  and  will  allow  for  other 
grants  by  Congress,  and  any  unexpected  diminu- 
tion ef  the  balance  of  unexpended  appropriations, 
on  the  first  of  January,  1843.  But  it  must  be  re- 
collected, that  the  greater  part  of  the  above  esti- 
mate of  twenty-three  millions  is  yet  under  the  full 
control  of  Congress,  and  cannot  be  a  charge,  un- 
less we  make  it  so.  The  gentleman  from  Sputh 
Carolina  [Mr.  Rhxtt]  has  shown  that  it  is  ample 
for  the  service  of  the  year.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  I  understand,  propose  to  reduce 
the  amounts  of  many  of  the  items.  It  wonld  ap- 
pear, therefore,  that  all  objects  net  included  in  the 
estimate,  and  requiring  appropriation,  may  be  pro- 
vided for,  without  trenching  on  its  amount.  I,  and 
most  of  those  with  whom  I  usually  act,  will  be  dis- 
posed to  reduce  the  appropriations  still  lower,  and 
leave  in  the  Treasury  a  larger  balance  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  after  paying  all  demands.  Will  those 
who  have  been  preaching  economy  so  lately, 
grumble  at  the  allowance  of  twenty-three  millions 
of  dollars;  which  is  nearly  double  the  average 
amount  of  their  pattern  Administration?  It  is  in 
keeping  with  first  centiibuting  to  force  on  us  ex- 
penditures, which  they  afterwards  denounced  as  ex- 
travagant. 

From  the  face  of  the  statement  I  have  presented, 
it  would  appear  that  no  additional  supply  was  re- 
quired; but  from  the  inequalities  between  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  in  the  different  periods  of 
the  year,  some  provision  becomes  necessary  for  the 
occurrence  of  larger  demands,  and  diminished  re- 
ceipts, during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  During 
the  existence  of  the  funded  debt,  and  before  the 
reduction  of  the  tariff,  more  money  was  raised 
than  was  required  for  the  ordinary  support  of  Go- 
vernment; and  no  such  contingencies  were  expe- 
rienced. '  As  long  as  the  policy  is  continued  of 
attempting  to  square  the  revenue  with  the  econo- 
mical wants  of  the  Governments,  we  shall  be  lia- 
ble to  these  temporary  inequalities  between  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditure?.  The  appropriations  are 
made  in  anticipation  of  revenue  to  be  collected 
from  taxes  on  importations,  and  sales  of  public 
lands.  They  are  fixed  and  demandable  generally 
at  certain  periods;  whilst  the  revenue  is  uncertain, 
and  subject  to  vary  from  any  estimate,,  no  matter 
how  carefully  made.  If  after  the  appropriations 
have  been  made,  and  Congress  should  adjourn 
with  every  reason  to  expect  a  revenue  adequate  to 
meet  its  appropriations,  an  unloosed  for  deficiency 
should  occur,  serious  embarrassments  would  be  the 
consequence,  unless  the  Executive  had  authority 
to  suspend  a  part  of  the  appropriations,  contract 
a  regular  loan,  or  issue  Treasury  notes,  which 
appear  to  be  the  oaly  means  by  which  such  a  de> 
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Dciauey  can  be  guarded  against.  During  the  la't 
session,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  authorize  the 
President  to  suspend  a  part  of  the  public  works, 
ua^  th$  accruing  revenue  would  justify  their  re- 
sumption. At  this  session  it  is  proposed  to  autho- 
rized the  issue  of  five  millions  of  Treasury  notes. 
They  will  not  make  any  addition  to  the  obligations 
of  the  Government,  because  they  are  not  to  be 
issued  eicept  for  lack  of  timely  means,  and,  when 
issued,  stand  in  place  of  obligations  incurred  by  the 
appropriations,  authorized  by  law.  They  are  not 
required  on  account  of  any  deficiency  of  the  whole 
year,  but  to  meet  heavier  pay  menu  than  the  ac- 
cruing revenue  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  will  be 
in  time  to  satisfy,  though  by  the  close  of  the  year  it 
may  be  equal  to  the  redemption  of  these  notes,  as 
well  as  all  other  charges.  The  w\nt  appears  to  be 
temporary,  and  is  immediate.  How  shall  it  be 
supplied?  No  one  will  say  that  taxes  can  be  made 
available  in  time.  It  is  also  well  known  that  a 
regular  Toan  cannot  be  had  without  more  delay 
for  advertising  and  contract  than  circumstances 
admit.  To  do  what  individuals  are  in  the  constant 
habit  of  doing,  give  their  own  notes  instead  of  bor- 
rowing, or  in  other  words  issue  Treasury  notes, 
seems  to  be  the  only  alternative.  The  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  is  no  new  thing.  It  has  not  been 
confined  to  this  Administration,  and  has  .not  the 
least  connection  with  what  is  called  the  Sab  Trea- 
sury system,  as  some  have  ignorautly  or  deceptively 
represented.  Their  issue  was  authorized  by  six 
separate  acts  of  Congress  during  Mr.  Ma- 
dison's administration.  The  then  members 
from  my  district,  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Kerr, 
voted  for  them,  although  the  latter,  who 
is  still  alive,  is  far  .from  being  a  Sob-Treasury 
nan.  Mr.  Jefferson, Mr.  Crawford,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr. 
Lowndes,  Mr.  Chever,  Mr.  Giles,  and  nearly,  if  not 
quite  all,  of  the  old  Republican  party,  sanctioned  or 
recommended  their  occasional  use.  Every  known 
Government  in  the  world,  and  I  had  almost  said 
every  individual,  has,  at  some  time,  found  it  ne* 
cecessary  to  use  credit  in  a  similar  mode. 

The  constitutional  power  by  this  Government  to 
issue  Treasury  notes,  has  not  been  entirely  without 
question;  but  it  has  been  doubted  so  rarely,  and  by 
so  few,  that  little  weight  of  authority  rests  against  it. 
I  will  not  trouble  the  committee  by  repeating  argu- 
ments much  better  urged  in  the  able  discussions 
on  the  constitutional  question,  at  this,  and  at  pre- 
ceding sessions  of  Congress.  For  myself,  it  ap- 
pears equally  rightful  to  issue  notes  directly  to  ori- 
ginal creditors,  as  to  regular  lenders;  and  much 
more  so,  than  to  give  bonds  to  banks  in  exchange 
for  their  notes,  with  which  to  pay  creditors. 

The  issue  of  Treasury  notes  is  the  most  conve- 
nient mode  of  borrowing;  and  its  very  convenience 
forms  the  chief  objection  to  its  exercise — upon  the 

Sound  that  it  may  be  belter  for  an  individual  to 
*l  at  the  furthest  store,  or  borrow  money  from  the 
most  distant  bank — a  too  frequent  resort  may  be 
prevented  by  the  additional  trouble.  In  tempo- 
rary and  sudden  emergencies,  such  as  the  pre- 
sent, the  case  is  different;  and  the  conveniece 
becomes  important  to  supply  a  want,  which,  if 
not  supplied  at  once,  need  not  be  applied  at  all. 
The  notes  are  authenticated  after  the  manner  of  au- 
thenticating certificates  of  loans — are  charged  to 
the  Treasurer  as  soon  as  issued,  and  have  to  be  ac- 
counted for  by  him  under  all  the  guards  that  give 
security  to  the  funds  of  the  Government.  They 
may  be  made  ready  to  meet  immediate  wants,  pay  no 
interest  until  the  day  they  are  issued,  are  receivable, 
and  generally  are  all  received  in  payments  of  the 
dues  to  the  Government;  and  they  bear  no  interest 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months  from  their  date.  Al- 
though they  have  greatly  the  advantage  of  regular 
loans,  or  of  taxes,  in  being  more  speedily  got  and 
gotten  rid  of,  yet  the  power  to  issue  them  is  liable 
to  abuses;  and  I  am  far  from  being  favorable  te 
its  use,  upon  any  occasion  whatever,  except  the 
supply  of  a  temporary  want,  in  anticipation  of  an 
accruing  income.  It  is  not  enough  that  there  are 
objections  to  Treasury  notes.  There  are  objections 
to  other  loans,  and  to  taxes — they,  too,  are  liable  to 
abuse.  Although  each  may  be  necewsary  in  its 
place,  yet  they  are  all  evils,  and  the  less  we  have  of 
either  the  belter. 
As  amendments  to  this  bill,  we  are  told  that  se- 


parate propositions  will  be  submitted — to  contract 
a  loan  for  ten  millions,  and  to  raise  the  taxes  on 
silk?,  wines,  and  linens.  Both  are  unavailable  for 
present  purposes,  and  premature  and  unjustifiable 
as  provisions  for  any  probable  want  of  the  fu- 
ture. No  one  knows  what  the  future  will  re- 
quire. The  netf  Administration  and  its  friends, 
now  in  the  majority,  are  to  settle  tb?  scale  of  ex- 
penditures—they alone  can  properly  estimate  the 
supply.  If  they,  contrary  to  their  past  vote*, 
contrary  to  the  declarations  recently  made  on  this 
floor,  should  prefer  to  redeem  the  pledges  of  econo- 
my lately  made  to  the  people  during  the  canvass 
for  the  Presidency,  tbey  will  have  amp'e  opportu- 
nity to  do  so.  The  Florida  war,  the  purchase  of 
immense  tracts  of  land,  the  removal  of  Indians, 
and  the  reducing  list  of  Revolutionary  pensions, 
together  with  other  objects  of  expenditure,  will 
cease  to  hang  »o  heavily  on  the  com  in*  Adminis- 
tration as  they  have  on  the  present.  The  income 
of  this  year  will,  in  all  probability,  meet  its  expen- 
ditures, including  the  redemption  of  Treasury 
notes.  Tne  income  of  the  next  may  be  adequate  to 
economical  wants.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  com- 
ing Administration  is  to  embark  on  the  splendid 
voyage  described  by  so  many  of  its  friends — if  they 
shall  attempt  to  sustain  the  fallen  fortunes  of  banks 
and  Sta'e  stocks,  by  loans  and  distnba'iom  out  of 
the  common  Treasury;  then  the  proposed  loan  of 
ten  millions,  or  the  tax  on  wines,  silks,  and  linens, 
will  be  but  an  insignificant  beginning  of  the  supply 
of  the  millions  upon  millions  that  will  be  needed. 
We  are  asked,  will  you  not  tax  luxuries?  And 
much  is  said  of  the  poor  and  the  rich,  with  the  view 
no  doubt  of  getting  up  a  poor  man'*  feeling  in  be- 
half of  this  tax.  T«*ke  off  an  equal  amount  of  the 
taxes  on  necessaries,  and  I  will  go  with  you.  Until 
you  do,  before  you  levy  this  tax  on  luxuries,  tell  us 
what  you  mean  to  do  with  its  proceeds.  Is  it  for 
the  proper  service  of  the  Government?  No,  sir:  it 
is  openly  avowed,  by  many  of  the  most  influential 
members  of  the  party,  that  it  is  to  supply  the  place 
of  the  revenue  from  the  sales  of  public  land,  which 
it  is  designed  to  give  away  to  the  States.  I  consi- 
der this  object  as  totally  unwarranted,  and  but  the 
entering  wedge  of  boundless  extravagance  and  un- 
constitutional legislation.  But  how  is  it  to  be  ef- 
fected? The  revenue  from  public  lands  is  esti- 
mated at  five  millions;  the  proposed  dnty  of  20  per 
cent,  on  silks,  wines,  linens,  &c  will  yield  an 
amount  not  exceeding  two  millions  more  than  is  at 

S resent  received  from  those  articles.    You  will  then 
ave  to  go  further  into  the  list  of  free  articles,  and 
those  paying  a  duty  less  than  20  per  cent. 

According  to  the  very  able  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  made  to  the  Senate,  on  the 
SttbjVct  of  the  reorganization  of  the  tariff,  it  ap- 
pears that,  after  June,  1842,  all  duties  on  importa- 
tions now  above  twenty  per  cent,  will  be  reduced 
to  that  rate,  as  limited  by  the  act  called  the  com- 
promise act;  and  that,  between  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber next  and  the  following  June,  the  duties  on  the 
same  importations  will  fall  five  millions  short  of 
their  present  amount.  Presuming  that  the  limit  of 
twenty  per  cent  on  protected  articles  will  be  ad- 
hered to,  and  that  it  may  become  desirable  to  sup- 
ply the  place  of  the  five  millions  reduced  by  the 
compromise  act  in  December,  1841,  and  in  June, 
1842,  he  proceeds  to  select  lrom  the  list  of  free  arti- 
cles, and  that  of  those  paying  less  duty  than  twenty 
per  cent,  all  articles  in  bis  opinion  fit  to  be  taxed; 
and  shows  that  fifteen  per  cent,  on  ibis  selected  list 
will  only  raise  the  required  amount  of  fi  ve  mil !  ioss  of 
dollars.  Silk?,  wines,  and  linens,  are  included. 
The  importations  of  coffee  amounted  to  seven  mil- 
lions, of  tea  amounting  to  two  millions,  together 
with  all  necessaries  which  have  been  considered 
proper  subjects  of  taxation,  are  also  included.  Now, 
sir,  distribute  the  five  millions  from  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  can  any  one  shut 
his  eyes  to  the  consequence*?  You  must  exhaust 
at  once,  to  supply  its  place,  all  those  resources 
pointed  out  as  necessary  to  supply  the  deficiency 
arising  under  the  last  reductions  of  the  com  pre- 
mise act.  If  this  deficiency  has  to  be  provided  for, 
as  most  of  the  Harrison  party,  at  least,  think  will 
be  necessary,  where^will  be  your  resources?  Given 
away — the  compromise  forgotten — duties  for  pro- 
tection raised  higher  ?han  20  per  cent,  and  necessa- 


ries, such  as  salt,  sugar,  iron, and  coffee,  as  well  as 
luxuries,  subjects  to  onerous  duties.  But  this' is 
only  the  first  step.  Follow  up  this  lawless  distri- 
bution, by  distributions  from  the  other  branch  of 
the  revenue:  enter  on  your  system  of  harbors, 
roads,  and  other  unnecessary  and  unauthorized 
measures,  and  you  will  have  to  add  to  the  taxes 
fester  than  they  have  been  reduced  in  the  last  lea 
years.  Exorbitant  and  oppressive  as  tbey  may  be- 
come, they  may  leave  but  a  scanty  allowance  for 
the  wants  of  the  Government,  after  paying  the  inte- 
rest of  i he  gigantic  national  debt,  to  which  the  po- 
licy of  the  Harrison  party  must  lead  as,  unless  it 
can  be  arrested  by  the  interposition  of  the  people. 

It  is  said  that  the  Treasury  is  bankrupt.  If,  air, 
a  temporary  want  of  present  means,  in  anticipation 
of  a  sufficient  annual  revenue,  constitute  bankrupt- 
cy, I  glory  in  it.  It  forms  ifae  strongest  guaran- 
tee against  the  contemplated  waste  and  extrava- 
gance of  the  coming  Administration.  How  Vs  Use 
Treasury  bankrupt?  has  any  legal  demand  beet 
rejected  during  the  last  year?  No,  none  can  he 
pointed  out.  The  taxes  have  been  gradually  re- 
duced. Bit  is  there  any  falling  off  of  resource*? 
During  all  the  affected  and  real  ruin  among  bank- 
ers and  stockjobbers,  those  who  defend  and  support 
the  country  have  wonderfully  increased  in  num- 
bers and  in  wealth.  They  hold  in  their  hands  am- 
ple resources  for  all  proper  purposes;  you  have  on- 
ly to  call  on  them,  and  your  wan*s  will  immedi- 
ately be  supplied.  In  ihe  last  ten  years,  one-Jaird 
has  been  added  to  your  population;  and  the  assess* 
ments  of  property  in  the  different  States  show  even 
a  greater  increase  of  wealth.  Whilst  you  have 
heard  of  ruin,  ruin,  ruin,  every  where,  joa  have 
increased  in  population  four  millions  of  peop't; 
and  in  wealth,  nothing  short,  perhaps,  of  one  thou- 
sand millions  of  dollars.  Has  any  nation  such 
boundless  credit  as  is  possessed  by  this  Govern- 
ment? What  is  the  condition  of  most  of  the  Sates 
in  this  Union,  or  of  any  State  in  Europe,  compared 
to  that  of  ours?  Abaodon  not  the  policy  that  ass 
contributed  to  such  results.  If  this  Capitol  ceoid 
be  converted  into  gold,  I  would  reconvert  it  iato 
stone,  rather  than  it  should  be  made  the  instrument 
of  corrupting  and  overturning  the  free  iastitoQons 
purchased  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers. 

The  character  of  the  country  is  said  lo  be  at 
stake,  and  it  has  been  gravely  urged  as  an  argu- 
ment why  this  Government  thould  extend  relief  to 
the  sinking  credit  of  State  stocks  and  State  hanks. 
To  what  enormity  would  mis  argument  /cadi 
The  first  duty  is  not  to  foreigners,  or  to  spend- 
thrifts of  our  own  land.  Oar  fast  datf  a  to  oar 
oaths,  and  to  our  constituents;  and  the  best  mode  oC 
preserving  our  character  is  to  peifonn  our  duties 
and  confine  ourselves  to  our  own  business-  I  de- 
plore the  fallen  condition  of  State  credit  and  the 
general  ruin  of  banks  and  speculators.  Bat  their 
calamities  have  sprung  from  moneyed  operations, 
in  which  this  Government  had  no  agency.  Oa 
both  sides,  those  concerned  have  been,  and  must 
be,  their  own  guardians.  They  cannot  expect  tins 
limited  Government  to  burden  the  whole  comma- 
nity,  in  order  to  stretch  out  relief  to  unfortunate  or 
profligate  portions  of  it.  There  is  a  much  prouder 
characteristic  than  the  credit  abroad  of  any  one 
cla*s.  The  character  we  have  for  living  in  a  land 
where  a  written  Constitution  guaranties  equal  laws 
and  liberty,  is  far  dearer  to  Americans,  and  more 
admired  by  the  mass  of  feasible  foreigners,  thaa 
the  standing  of  our  stocks  or  the  reputation  of  oar 
bankers  and  speculators.  To  sink  the  first,  in  or- 
der to  raise  the  latter,  would  be  poorly  compen- 
sated by  the  smiles  and  good  graces  of  the  money 
dealers  of  all  the  cities  in  tne  world. 

There  is  much  difficulty  in  properly  arranging 
the  tariff  of  duties.  No  necessity  requires  action 
on  thai  complicated  and  perplexing  subject  at  tail 
session;  and  every  view  of  it  admonishes  as  that  it 
is  proper  to  leave  all  its  parts  free  to  be  arranged 
in  the  best  possible  manner  by  the  next  Congress. 

My  constituents  are  chiefly  agriculturists,  as  ■ 
the  case  with  the  great  body  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. They  are  ready  to  march  in  defence  of  mt 
country,  if  need  be;  and  will  cheerfully  contribute 
all  that  is  required  by  an  economical  A  *faii  mo- 
tion; but,  sir,  nothing  more*  They  am.  individual- 
ly and  politically  interested  in  keeping  down  uV 
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taxesMo  the  just  warns  of  the  country.  They  pay 
at  least  their  equal  share  of  the  taxes;  and,  in  addi- 
tion, almost  as  much  more,  in  the  shape  of  profits 
laid  on  the  taxes,  by  the  merchants,  through  whose 
hands  they  receive  their  imported  goods.  They 
are  injured  in  their  exportation  by  taxing  the  im- 
portations, which  are  received  in  return  for  them; 
because  you  cannot  permanently  affect  the  one, 
without  disturbing  the  other.  For  reasons  more 
solemn  than  these,  ihey  are  opposed  to  high  taxes. 

They  extend  the  sphere  of  the  whole  Government 

aggravate  the  violence  of  parties,  and  of  elections 

invite  unconstitutional  and  unjust  legislation in- 
crease Executive  patronage,  and  multiply  all  those 
evils  and  corruptions,  to  which  the  best  Govern- 
ments are  prone.  All  attempts  at  reform  will  be 
vain,  without  keeping  this  pregnant  source  of  all 
mischief  within  due  bounds. 

The  taxing  power  is  the  most  dangerous  power 
i  nour  system.  Republicans  have  insisted  that  this 
power  was  limited  by  the  authorized  objects  of  the 
Constitution.  But  if  the  opinions  advanced  by 
the  first  officer  of  the  new  cabinet  (Mr.  Webster) 
shall  prevail — that  the  sense  by  Congress  of  the 
general  welfare  is  the  only  limitation,  and  that 
the  right  to  dispose  of  the  money  and  other  property 
is  co-extensive — then  a  power  carrying  with  it  all 
other  power  has  no  practical  limitation,  and  the 
people  have  jast  cause  to  be  alarmed  at  the  rapid 
progress  of  absolute  despotism. 

Mr.  Chairman,  a  vital  interest  of  my  consti- 
tuents has  been  introduced  into  this  debate,  in 
connection  with  a  dangerous  system  of  countervail- 
ing duties.  No  one  on  this  floor  individually,  or  as 
the  repreeentative  of  others,  is  more  deeply  inte- 
rested in  the  tobacco  trade  than  the  individual  who 
addresses  you.  Reluctant  as  I  am  to  trespass 
further  on  the  committee,  I  feel  bound  to  attempt 
to  expose  such  a  mischievous  movement,  in  what- 
ever shape  it  may  assume,  from  the  imprudent 
rashness  of  friends,  or  the  covert  designs  of  ene- 
mies. 

My  colleague,  [Mr.  Wise,]  in  the  course  of 
remarks  with  which  I  generally  agreed,  represented 
the  tobacco  interest    to  have    been   in   a   pros- 
perous condition   and  having   nothing  to   com- 
Slain  of.     The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
BNiFxa,]  on  the  other  hand,    not  only    insists 
that    this    interest   labors    under  injurious    bur- 
dens,   but    that    these  burdens    laid  en  the  use 
of  our   tobacco   in  foreign  lands  are  aggravated 
wrongs,  appealing  to  the  courage  and  patriotism  of 
American  citizens    for  redress    by  the  strongest 
measures.    With  neither  of  these  views  do  I  agree. 
If  the  tobacco  trade  has  been  in  an  encouraging 
and  satisfactory  conditioo,why  is  it  that,  amidst  the 
increase  of  every  thiog  else  in  this  growiog  coun- 
try, the  quantify  exported,  and  the  price  of  that  ar- 
ticle, have  nut  materially  advanced  for  more  than 
half  a  century?    Why  is  it  that  the  cultivation  of 
tobacco  has  been  abandoned  in  the  favored  district 
of  my  colleague,  once    the  garden    spot  of   the 
world?    Its  product  gave  character  to  the  far  famed 
James  river  tobacco,  and  its  fine  Back  river  and 
other  lands  would  now  produce  the  best  description 
of  tobacco  for  the  English  market?    It  is  becaase 
other  products  have  become  more  profitable,  and 
tobacco  has  been  driven  to  places  more  remote 
from  market.    In  like  manner  it  has  been  retreat- 
ing from  the  greater  portion  of  the  State,  and  is 
probably  destined  (if  the   causes  that  have  pro- 
duced these  results  shall  not  subside)  to  take  its 
flight  to  distant  regions  of  the  West,  beyond  the 
reach  of  competition.    The  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland [Mr.  Jenifer]  si  a  ted  the  average  in  his  State 
to  be  three  thousand  pounds  per  band,  and  the  price 
at  about  five  dollars.  This  is  much  more  than  in  Vir- 
ginia.    The  average  product  there  is  not  half  that 
amount,  and  the  price  but  little  higher.    Tobacco 
making  with  us,  as  an  object  merely  of  investing 
captital,  promises  little  profit.    Those  who  depend 
on  its  cultivation  alone  for  revenue,  have  to  live 
pretty  much  within    themselves,  and    to  exercise 
rigid  economy.     Some  wealth  we  have  amongst 
"os,  but  it  has  been  derived  from  inheritance  or 
commerce;  and  few,  or  none,  can  trace  its  acquisi- 
tion to  the  production  of   tobacco.    Yet,  sir,  the 
condition    of  the  people  of  my  district  is   good 
in  comparison  with  that  of  most  of  the  people  of 


the  United  States.  Their  habits  had  conformed  to 
long  continued  low  prices,  and  the  slight  increase 
of  price  in  the  last  t*6  or  three  years,  arising 
chiefly  from  accidental  causes,  has  given  to  all 
more  than  they  had  reason  to  calculate  on.  The 
reverse  is  the  case  with  our  Southern  friends.  They 
have  enjoyed  the  receipt  of  three  times  our  profit 
for  a  succession  of  years;  their  habits  were  con- 
formed to  their  higher  income;  and  now  their  re- 
ceipts (from  temporary  causes  I  hope)  had  sunk 
to  a  level  with  ours;  they  consequently  get  less 
than  they  had  reason  to  expect,  and  are  in  a  most 
embarrassed  and  troubled  condition. 

Saying  nothing,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  effects  on 
tobacco  and  other  subjects  of  agriculture  of  our 
home  policy  in  attempting  to  encourage  and  stimu- 
late manufactures,  commerce,  and  navigation,  the 
injurious  effects  of  foreign  legislation  cannot  be 
mistaken.  England  taxes  her  subjects  for  the  use 
of  our  tobacco  800  per  cent,  on  its  original  cost; 
Ruisia  200  per  cent;  Germany  100  per  cent.; 
France,  Spain,  Italy  and  Austria  have  a  rigid  re- 
strictive monopoly,  admitting  only  from  a  few 
hundred  hogsheads  to  one-sixth  of  their  consump- 
tion at  most,  can8ing  the  forced  culture  of  an  infe- 
rior article,  or  the  diversion  of  the  trade  to  other 
quarters.  An  annual  revenue  is  thus  raised  in  Eu- 
rope upon  tobacco  alone,  of  more  than  thirty  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  which  is  at  least  three  time  great- 
er than  the  first  cost  of  the  whole  quantity  ex- 
ported from  the  United  States.  The  consequences 
must  be  to  limit  consumption,  and  in  a  much 
greater  degree  to  reduce  the  demand  for  American 
.tobacco. 

I  am  aware  that  Virginia  has  some  advantage 
growing  out  of  the'  existing  state  of  things.  The 
high  duties  in  England  elevate  the  quality  of  the 
tobacco  required  for  her  markets,  which  the  Virgi- 
nia tobacco  is  best  adapted  to  supply.  And  for  a 
like  reason,  three-fourths  of  the  limited  quantity, 
admitted  into  France,  is  taken  from  Virginia.  But 
these  advantages  may  be  temporary,  and,  at  best, 
are  not  an  equivalent  for  the  immense  reduction  of 
the  general  demand.  No,  sir,  remove,  if  practica- 
ble, all  restrictions,  and  we  are  willing  to  enter  into 
equal  competition,  in  the  supply  of  an  unshackled 
trade.  We  have  no  apprehensions  of  foreign  ri- 
vals, and  we  are  assured  that  it  will  be  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  every  country  in  Europe  to  exchange 
other  commodities  for  our  tobacco,  which  they  will 
find  better  than  their  own,  cheaper  than  their  own, 
and  in  quantity  equal  to  the  vast  increase  of  their 
consumption. 

Although  the  condition  of  the  tobacco  trade  is 
not  so  good  as  not  to  be  capable  of  great  improve- 
ment, yet  it  is  not  so  bad  as  not  to  be  made  in- 
finitely worse,  by  ill-ad  vised  measures.  Tamper 
not  with  it  by  hastily  flying  to  untried  experi- 
ments, Add  not  taxes  directly  affecting  us  at 
home,  in  the  vain  hope  of  removing  the  indirect  ef- 
fects of  burdens  on,those  who  consume  our  pro- 
duct abroad.  *  •' 

Mr.  Coles  said  that  his  friend  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Jenifer]  had  •thought  proper  to  animadvert 
on  a  letter,  giving  an  account  of  his  course  in  the 
tobacco  convention,  and  informed  as  that  it  was 
published  in  all  the  anti-American  papers  from 
Baltimore  to  Georgia. 

[Mr.  Jxa-irER  here  interposed,  and  said  that  he 
had  alluded  to  the  other  articles  on  which  he  com- 
mented.] 

Mr.  Coles  resumed,  and  said,  that  since  he  was 
mistaken,  and  as  the  articles  referred  to  were  not, 
as  far  as  he  knew,  published  in  any  paper  friendly 
to  him,  he  would  omit  to  say  what  he  intended. 

Mr.  Coles  said  that  he  was  unwilling  td'obtrube 
a  letter  of  his,  or  his  previous  course  on  any  sub- 
ject, before  the  committee,  but  they  had  been 
thought  of  sufficient  consequence  to  have  been 
brought  up  by  another;  and  it  might  be  proper  here 
to  give  a  brief  history  of  this  tobacco  question,  and 
his  connection  with  it. 

Mr.  Coles  said,  that  early  after  he  became  a 
member  of  Congress,  a  memorial  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  Maty  land,  and  one  from  the  first  Con- 
vention of  tobacco  planters,  were  pre&ented  to 
Congress,  and  referred  (6  a  special  committee  on 
the  tobacco  trade.  The  gentleman  and  himself 
.  were  placed  on  that  committee,  and  had:  continued 


on  similar  committees  raised  at  each  session  since. 
They  bad  co-operated  in  all  that  had  been  done  in 
those  committees,  except  in  one  thing,  and  that  dU 
vides  them  now.  The  gentleman  will  recollect- 
that,  in*  the  first  report  made  by  the  tobacco  con*, 
miltee,  a  clause  intimating  an  ultimate  resbrt  to  re* 
taliation,  was  stricken  oat  at.  his  instance;  for  which 
over  scrupulousness,  as  the  gentlenuttf  considered 
it,  he  has  frequently  laughed  at  him  since.  In  pur- 
suance of  the  recommendation  of  mis  committee, 
several  measures  were  adopted,  among  the  rest  a 
resolution  requesting  the  Executive  to  instruct  our 
ministers  and  diplomatic  agents  abroad  to  bestow  - 
special  attention  to  the  tobacco  trade.  How  this 
duty  has  been  performed,  the  voluminous  com*1 
spondence  submitted  from  the  State  Department 
will  testify.        • 

During  the  last  spring  (chiefly  at  the  instance  of 
his  friend,  Mr.  Jenifer)  he  had  written  a  letter  for 
publication,  urging  the  usual  reasons  why  the  ap- 
proaching tobacco  convention  should  be  attended; 
and  as  a  further  reason,  "that  if  any  lacked  faith 
in  the  advantages  to  be  gained,  it  might  be  import 
tant  that  mischief  should  be  prevented."  Believ- 
ing that  the  tobacco  convention  would  be  a  meeting 
of  gentlemen  from  different  parts  of  the  country, 
whose  purpose  it  would  be  to  investigate  the  condi- 
tion at  home  and  abroad  of  a  common  interest,  that 
they  would  exhibit  to  our  own  Government  and  to 
the  world  the  importance  of  the  tobacco  trade,  die 
burdens  and  restrictions  under  which  it  suffered, 
and  the  advantages  to  all  parties  concerned,  of 
adopting  the  best  modes  of  relieving  them,  bat' 
knowing  the  opinions  of  some  in  favor  of  retali- 
atory duties,  he  had  even  then  alluded  to  them  as  a 
mischief  to  be  prevented.  The  anticipated  conven- 
tion was  held,  but  he  was  not  a  member  of  rtj  and 
the  gentleman  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  he 
had  been  twice  a  member. 

He,  for  the  first  time,  attended  a  tobacco  con- 
vention, which  met  in  this  city  on  the  15th  of  Ja- 
nuary last.  Extraordinary  resolutions,  proposing, 
among  other  things,  a  system  of  countervailing  du- 
ties, were  presented  to  that  convention.  He  con- 
sidered it  his  duty  to  warn  the  convention  against 
the  danger  and  impolicy  of  such  a  course.  Never- 
theless, the  resolutions  were  adopted  with  but  two 
in  the  negative;  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Jimeson]  and  himself.  These  resolutions  were  ex- 
tensively published,  and  have  since  been  presented 
to  both  Houses  of  Congress.  To  protect  himself, 
at  home  against  the  imputation  of  having  been  in- 
strumental in  passing  resolutions  so  contrary  te  his 
uniform,  and  frequently  expressed  opinions,  he 
wrote  the  letter  alluded  to,  referring  to  the  mischief 
be  had  before  suggested,  and  giving  an  account  o£ 
bis  course  in  the  convention.  This  is  the  letter 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  thought  proper 
to  comment  on.  This  Is  the  course  which  he  has 
had  stronger  reasons  to  adhere  to,  and  has  the 
fullest,  confidence  will  be  approved  by  the  great 
body  of  the  tobacco  planters  in  the  United  States. 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says  that  I,  in  this 
letter,  admitted  the  .grievance,  and  stated  that  there  , 
were  two  remedies,  viz:  negotiation  and  retaliation; 
adding  himself,  thtA  tktftnt  taring  /bOed,  he  asked, 
will  I  refuse  to  take  the  second.  If,  sir,  instead  of 
playing  upon  a  mixture  of  my  words-  and  his,  ho 
had  adhered  to  the  letter,  he  would  have  seen  that  I 
denied  that  the  first  had  been  fully  tried,  and  thai  I 
considered  the  second,  if  a  remedy  at  all,  even 
worse  than  the  disease. 

He  farther  asked  if  from  1783  to  1840  was  not 
long  enough  for  negotiation.  Now,  sir,  let  ma  ask. 
him  if  from  1783  to  1838  is  not  nearly  as  long  j  and 
why  it  was  that  at  the  latter  period  ha  waaeo., 
zealous  in  pressing  negotiation?  Had  not.  negttuV 
ation  then  failed?  ■  ,  •■• 

[Here  Mr.  Jenifer  said  that  he  did  not  know  at 
that  time  what  negotiations  had  taken  place.  It 
was  not  until  the  correspondence  was  submitted,  at 
the  last  session,  that  he  was  aware  of  the  state  of. 
.  the  negotiation.] 

Very  well;  the  gentleman  will  find  thai  this  will 
i  not  bear  him  out.    He  contends  that  negotiations 
.  on  the  subject  of  tobacco  have  been  strenuously 
prosecuted  down  to  1840. 

I     [Here  Mr.  Triplet?  of  Kentucky  affirmed  that 
jitwaaiso-]  •• 
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The  gentlemen  are  mistaken.  I  hold  in  my  hand 
(he  correspondence  to  which  they  have  referred  me, 
as  the  only  source  of  their  information,  in  which 
not  one  word  appears  in  regard  to  England, 
Austria,  Germany,  Rossis,  Spain,  or  Portugal, 
until  after  the  date  of  the  resolution  passed  hy  this 
House  in  1837,  and  not  a  word  in  regard  to  France, 
from  1786  to  1889.  In  the  latter  year  Mr.  Rives 
addressed  a  short  note  to  the  French  Minister,  not 
on  the  merits  of  the  monopoly,  bnt  on  the  contem- 
plated appointment  of  an  agent  to  purchase  for 
the  Regie,  creating  the  double  monopoly,  which 
baa  existed  since.  In  1833,  Mr.  Livingston  took 
up  the  subject  in  some  earnest,  but  the  indemnity 
was  settled,  and  tobacco  forgotten.  The  negotia- 
tion was  not  seriously  pressed,  even* in  France,  un- 
til General  Cass  opened  it  again  in  1838,  under 
special  instructions.  I  call  on  gentlemen  to  show 
me  where  and  when  this  negotiation  has  been  so 
zealously  and  uninterruptedly  continued  from  1786 
to  1840.  This  document  cannot  be  mistaken.  It 
Wis  selected  from  the  whole  correspondence  on  the 
subject,  which  was  submitted  to  the  House  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 
The  selection  was  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  and  if  there  had  been  any  thing  else  of 
consequence,  it  would  not  have  escaped  his  keen 
sighted  vigilance.  Did  gentlemen  expect  in  1838, 
when  this  negotiation  was  commenced  generally 
and  actively,  for  the  irsttime,  that  the  fixed  habits 
and  prejudices,  and  the  long  established  systems  of 
Europe,  were  to  be  changed  in  a  year  or  two?  No, 
air;  tbev  could  have  expected  no  such  thing.  They 
knew  that  time  was  required  to  obtain  the  neces- 
sary information,  to  impart  that  information,  and 
to  avail  ourselves  of  opportunities  depending  upon 
over  changing  circumstances.  They  must  have 
known  that  if  success  ever  was  reached,  that  it 
must  be  by  a  slow  and  gradual  process.  Whence, 
then,  the  present  impetuosity? 

Gentlemen  amy  that  our  ministers  at  the  courts 
of  London  and  Paris  have  written  home  that  the 
negotiation  was  at  an  end,  and  that  nothing  more 
)  could  be  done  in  that  way.    If  is,  in  truth,  in 


a  more  promising  condition  than  could  have  been 
expected.  From  the  facts  that  have  been  elicited, 
and  the  manner  our  representations  have  been  re- 
ceived every  where,  I  hare  more  hope  of  eventual 
success  than  I  bad  at  first.  Let  us  look  into  the 
correspondence  referred  to.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
wary  paragraph  In  which  General  Cass  concludes 
by  recommending  retaliatory  duties,  you  will  find 
good  reasons  to  show  that  his  recommendation  was 
wrong.  In  page  16,  et  document  209, 1st  session, 
Mth  Congress,  General  Cass  says,  in  his  letter  to 
the  wecretarv  of  State,  that,  "From  some  obser- 
vation niadi  last  session  in  the  Chamber  of  De- 
puties, it  is  obvious  that  the  public,  and  I  think, 
in  some  respects,  the  Government,  appreciate 
neither  the  extent  of  this  trade,  nor  the  peculiar 
advantages  which  France  derives  from  it.  In  the 
•vent  of  the  publication  of  the  correspondence,  it 
would  become  Important  mat  the  grounds  of  our 
application  should  accompany  the  statement  of  the 
reasons  which  are  given  for  declining  to  comply 
with  it.  Public  opinion  will  finally  operate  upon 
the  question,  which  has  been  violently  attacked 
here,  and  which  presents  so  many  assailable  points, 
in  principle  and  in  practice,  that  it  is  much  easier 
to  support  it  than  to  defend  it." 

In  another  part  of  the  same  letter  he  says:  "Bat 
you  win  perceive  by  the  course  of  the  Marshal's 


„  _bss  productive.,, 

In  Mr.  Stevenson's  letter  to  the  Secretary,  con- 
tained in  the  same  document,  he  says,  that  from 
Parliamentory  documents  it  appears  that  "the  con- 
sumption in  the  United  Kingdom  was  not  less  than 
60,000,000  of  pounds;  of  this  quantity,  duty  was  only 
paid  on  99,000,000  of  pounds."  The  balance 
being  smuggled.  "Hence  it  was,"  Mr.  Stevenson 
said,  "that  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue,  in 
their  recent  report  to  the  Government,  declared 
that  the  suppression  of  smuggling  tobacco  cannot 
be  effectually  provided  against,  eswpl  sg  femoseng 
fat  eat**,  f»rv|as  wnmbttaU  o/toty"  Again,  Mr. 


Stevenson  says:  "Indeed,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  expressly  said  that  he  hsd  no  difficulty 
in  declaring  that  the  present  daty  of  three  shil- 
lings was  infinitely  higher  than  any  jost  policy 
would  sanction.  The  president  of  the  board  of 
trade  also  said,  that  he  admitted  the  force  of  the 
opinion  I  had  referred  to,  as  expressed  by  him  in 
1830-'31,  when  he  submitted  to  Parliament  (as  one 
of  the  ministers  of  the  Government)  a  plan  for  the 
reduction  of  this  du  y  on  tobacco.  These  opi- 
nions he  still  entertained,  and  was  desirious  of  see- 
ing carriedpnto  operation."  uThey  admitted  that,with 
an  overflowing  Treasury,  there  was  no  duty  ot  cus- 
toms in  which  her  Majesty's  Government  woald  be 
to  much  pleased  to  make  the  experiment,  as  that 
on  tobacco.  Such,  however,  was  not  the  eonditien  of 
their  Treasury  at  this  time."  "  Both,  therefore, 
concurred  in  opinion,  that  the  experiment  of  re- 
ducing the  present  high  daty  was  very  desirable,  as 
well  in  relation  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
as  to  those  of  Great  Britain.  They  said  they 
wished  they  could  entertain  the  hope  that  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  their  Government  to  do  it  at  an 
early  day,  but  of  this  they  could  give  no  assurance. 
They  begged  me,  however,  to  be  satisfied,  that,  if 
it  was  possible,  they  wonld  be  as  ready  and  willing 
as  we  could  be  to  make  the  experiment."  "The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  my  last  interview, 
emphatically  assured  me  that  he  would  not  lose 
sight  of  the  subject,  but  that  the  moment  it  was  in 
his  power  he  would  submit  a  plan  for  the  reduc- 
tion to  Parliament."  "While,  therefore,  there  is 
little  hope  of  any  speedy  or  acceptable  change  on 
the  subject,  we  have  at  least  gained,  in  so  much, 
that  the  present  system  is  admitted  to  be  indefensi- 
ble upon  general  principles,  and  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity only  wanted  to  get  rid  of  it.  This,  I  flatter 
myself,  under  the  influence  of  the  enlightened  and 
liberal  principles  of  the  age,  may  be  looked  to  as 
an  event  more  than  probable." 

Extracts  of  a  similar  bearing  might  be  multi- 
plied from  the  foregoing  letters,  as  well  as  from 
the  correspondence  of  other  ministers.  The  treaty 
concluded  with  Sardinia  in  1839,  by  a  representative 
of  the  Government,  acting  under  instructions  in  re- 
gard to  tobacco,  has  not  been  without  its  effects 
already.  Its  removal  of  the  transit  duties  has 
opened  the  interior  to  our  tobacco;  and  I  under- 
stand that,  during  the  three  first  quarters  of  the 
last  year,  three  cargoes  of  tobacco,  amounting  to 
over  a  thousand  hogsheads,  were  received  at  Genoa, 
although  none  had  been  sent  directly  there  from  the 
United  States  before.  At  the  instance  of  Mr.  Niles, 
who  concluded  the  treaty  with  Sardinia,  Austria 
during  the  same  year,  repealed  or  modified  hsr 
quarantine  regulations  at  the  port  of  Trieste,  which 
had  so  embarrassed  our  trade  with  that  populous 
empire  as  to  leave  little  direct  intercourse  between 
us;  the  effects  of  which  have  been  a  considera- 
ble increase  in  the  number  of  cargoes  sent  to  that 
port,  consisting  of  cotton  and  other  articles  includ- 
ing tobacco.  In  addition,  I  learn  that  the  Aus- 
trian Government  has  manifested  a  disposition  to 
take  a  larger  quantity  of  our  tobacco,  after  the  ex- 
ample of  France.  These  may  be  looked  on  as 
small  beginnings;  but,  taken  together  with  the  man- 
ner our  representations  hsve  been  received  every 
where  else,  are  far  from  discouraging. 

Gentlemen  ask,  will  you  not  cease  to  appeal  to 
the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  Governments?  It 
is,  sir,  a  matter  of  trade  between  independent  na- 
tions, and  must  be  managed  on  the  principles  of 
trade,  by  appealing  to  their  interests  and  not  to  their 
fears.  Why  are  your  ministers  stationed  at 
foreign  courts?  Will  you  abandon  all  negotiation, 
when  you  cannot  succeed  at  once?  Then  call  in 
your  ministers  from  every  court,  and  give  from  this 
Capitol  law  to  the  other  nations  of  the  world,  to 
which  they  must  immediately  conform,  or  be  threa- 
tened with  retaliation,  non-intercourse,  reprisal,  and 
war,  as  the  final  resort.  Has  this  been  the  policy 
of  our  fathers?  Did  we  abandon  negotiation  on 
the  first  failure  of  the  attempts,  going  through  a  se- 
ries of  years,  to  obtain  indemnity  for  French,  Nea- 
politan, and  other  spoliations,  which  succeeded  at 
last?  Did  we  abandon,  negotiations  in  the  various 
controversies  with  England  and  other  countries? 
All  of  mem  did  not  finally  fail,  or  result  in  war. 
The  long  controversies  on  the  colonial  trade  were 


adjusted,  not  until  1830,  by  Mr.  McLene*s  arrange- 
ment; we  have  yet  questions  pending  with  Eng- 
land, which  have  from  the  date  of  our  indepen- 
dence been  subjects  of  negotiation.  Will  you  sud- 
denly stop  negotiation?  I  hope  not,  until  war  is,  if 
it  must  be,  inevitable.  j 

The  digest  of  commercial  regulations  abundantly 
shows  the  value  of  what  has  been  achieved,  and 
what  may  be  expected  from  our  foreign  negotia- 
tion. Although  much  remains  to  be  done,  yet  its 
progress  has  been  steady  and  considerable,  in  re- 
moving the  numberless  restrictions  which  embar- 
rassed our  infant  trade.  Onr  liberal  policy  has  had 
its  influence  on  other  nations,  and  much  has  been 
effected  towards  its  propagation  among  them.  Hie 
old  system  was  one  of  oppressive  restriction— inter- 
fering with,  and  attempting  to  regulate,  almost  every 
occopatioa  of  the  people;  bat  it  has  been  yielding,  by 
little  and  little,  to  the  liberal  spirit  of  the  age.  In 
nothing  is  the  present  period  more  distinguished 
than  for  the  rapid  progress  of  the  principles  of  free 
trade.  Scarcely  a  treaty  has  been  made  in  Europe 
for  the  last  ten  year*,  without  yielding  some' 
to  those  glorious  principles. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  report  one 
cial  privileges  and  restrictions,  made  to  the  last 
Congress,  says  that  "these  prohibitions  and  re- 
strictions, however,  although  affecting  seriously 
our  agricultural,  maratime,  manufacturing,  aad 
mechanical  industry,  cannot  be  rightfully  regarded 
as  evidences  of  hostility,  but  are  to  be  imputed  to 
that  erroneous  policy  which  seeks  to  establish  the 
prosperity  of  a  whole  community  by  burdening  the 
mass,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  unnatural  profits 
to  selected  portions  of  its  productive  industry.  The 
success  of  our  efforts  in  the  advancement  of  liberal 
principles  of  intercourse,  has  been  such  as  to 
justify  a  hope  that  we  may,  by  constant  adbersnee 
to  the  true  principles  of  political  economy,  aad  the 
use  of  the  means  fairly  within  our  reach,  be  useful 
in  correction  of  the  opinions  on  this  subject,  which 
now  form  the  great  barrier  to  a  universal,  unre- 
stricted, and  advantageous  interchange  of  the  varied 
commodities  of  the  civilized  world.'* 

All  must  be  aware  of  the  fact,  that  high  dariss, 
monopolies,  and  restrictions,  have  become  subjects 
of  intense  interest  and  enlightened  dtacassion 
throughout  all  Europe.  The  errors  and  impolicy 
of  the  old  system  in  regard  to  them,  must  become 
palpable;  and  whenever  they  do,  they  will  be  miti- 
gated or  abandoned,  no  matter  under  what  form,  of 
Government  they  exist. 

Had  I  not  already  occupied  sumac*  lime,  ImmU 
here  read  an  article  on  the  effects  o(  free  trade  in 
Switzerland,  lately  written  by  an  able  writer  on  the 
spot.  It  forcibly  illustrates  the  superior  prosperity 
of  Switzerland,  under  its  free  trade  system,  over  the 
surrounding  countries,  possessing  higher  natural 
advantages,  but  laboring  under  the  existence  of 
rigorous  systems  of  protective  restriction.  The 
former  country,  in  the  midst  of  the  restrictive  po- 
licy of  its  neighbors,  without  retaliation,  lenders 
her  peculiar  advantages,  limited  as  they  are,  avail- 
able to  the  utmost:  whilst  the  latter,  by  their  pro- 
tective legislation,  repress,  or  divert  from  their  ap- 
propriate employment,  the  superior  natural  endow- 
ments they  have  been  blessed  with,  and  are  in  a 
much  worse  condition. 

It  is  to  the  comparative  freedom  of  industry  aad 
trade  that  the  United  States  owe  their  unexampled 
progress — not  to  miserable  banking  systems,  mo- 
nopolies, and  protective  restrictions.  There  caa 
be  no  liberty  unless  labor  is  free.  Take  away  me 
freedom  of  industry,  which  we  hoped  w/a*  gua- 
rantied by  our  institutions,  and  you  steal  from 
them  their  brightest  gem.  Cease  not  to  afford  your 
example,  and  to  extend  your  influence  to  break 
the  chains  which  have  bound  the  sinews  of  agri- 
culture for  ages,  and  reduced  the  lot  of  the  hus- 
bandman (in  many  parts  of  the  world)  to  that  of 
a  slave.  To  emancipate  industry  and  trade  from 
the  fetters  which  Governments  have  imposed,  under 
the  delusive  names  of  prelection  aad  retaliation, 
would  be  a  revolution  in  the  affairs  of  m^mi^m^ 
attended  with  greater  and  happier  results  than  any 
human  event  recorded  in  history. 

With  freedom  of  domestic  industry,  and  a  reci- 
procal trade  among  nations,  the  peculiar  advanta- 
ges of  each  would  receive  meuftiUest  development, 
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and  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  all  wonderfully 
promoted.  Alihoogh  the  fall  achievement  of  a 
good  so  great  and  universal  in  its  blessings  may  be 
hopeless,  yet  the  partial  attainment  will  be  a  benefit 
in  proportion  to  its  advancement,  and  the  nation 
which,  in  these  rcpects,  is  freest,  will  be  richest  and 
happiest.  We  have  every  motive  to  prosecute  so 
desirable  an  object;  we  may  look  to  our  reward  in 
the  appreciated  value  of  the  superior  natural  ad- 
wantages  we  enjoy,  and  to  the  proud  satisfaction  of 
contributing  to  the  happiness  of  millions  abroad. 

Now,  sir,  as  long  as  we  have  ministers  abroad, 
it  will  be  attended  with  no  additional  cost,  and  at 
least  can  do  no  harm,  that  they  be  instructed  to  be 
in  readiness  to  avail  themselves  of  all  favorable  op- 
portunities, toj>romote  the  tob?cco  interest,  as  well 
as  to  advance  the  principles  of  tree  trade  generally. 
Suppose,  thongs,  that  the  negotiations  have  ut- 
terly failed,  and  are  to  fail  forever;  what  then? 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [ear.  Jbnifer] 
asks,  will  I  not  resort  to  measures  of  retaliation?. 

I  answer,  not  as  a  matter  of  course  even  then. 
There  is  a  plain  rule  of  common  sens-  which  go- 
verns this  question.  No  nation  is  justified  in  adopt- 
ing measures  of  retaliation,  such  as  are  proposed, 
without  almost  a  moral  certainty  of  being  thereby 
able  to  force  the  offending  nation  into  its  terms. 

The  taxes  and  restrictions  imposed  on  the  con- 
sumption of  tobacco  in  foreign  countries,  inflicts 
more  injury  on  their  subjects  than  on  us.  We  can 
bear  the  lesser  injury  more  easily  and  longer  than 
they  can  the  greater.  -  Taxes  laid  on  our  citizens 
for  the  consumption  of  their  products,  operate  di- 
rectly on  us,  and  but  indirectly  on  those  against 
whose  taxes  we  propose  to  retaliate.  The  burden 
to  os  of  such  taxes  may  be  in  the  proportion  of  five 
dollars  for  every  one  dollar  it  takes  from  them, 
in  the  reduced  consumption  of  their  products.  If, 
sir,  in  subjecting  ourselves  to  taxation,  there  is  not 
a  positive  certainty  of  success  in  removing  the 
taxes  of  other  nations,  it  would  be  madness  to  at- 
tempt it.  It  would  be  equal  to  the  telly  of  cutting 
off  the  nose  to  spite  the  face.  Gentlemen  seem  to 
have  overlooked  this  consideration.  They  have 
not  attempted  to  demonstrate  the  mode  of  opera- 
tion which  is  to  give  the  least  probability  of  suc- 
cess. In  an  attempt  to  do  so,  difficulties  would 
have  met  them  at  the  threshold,  an  1  thickened  at 
each  step  of  their  progress. 

The  attainment  of  the  object  by  the  proposed 
means  of  coercion,  is  well  nigh  impracticable  from 
the  nature  of  things.  Select  France,  if  yon  please, 
as  the  first  nation  to  be  brought  into  terms.  We 
chiefly  take  silks  and  wines  from  her  in  return  for 
our  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco.  Lay  a  heavy  dis- 
criminating duly  on  French  silks,  leaving  silks 
from  other  nations  free,  or  at  a  less  duty — what 
will  be  the  consequence?  We  see  it,  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  present  doty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  all  silks 
from  beyond  Cape  Horn,  and  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  leaving  silks  from  other  quarters  free.  This 
duty  is  evaded;  India  silks  are  brought  to  Eng- 
land, colored  a  little,  and  shipped  to  us  as  free 
goods.  Reverse  the  case,  and  the  result  would  be 
the  same.  Lay  a  heavy  retaliatory  duty  on  French 
winev.  It  would  cost  but  a  trifle  to  place  on  the 
casks  or  bottles,  German,  Italian,  or  Spanish  la- 
bels; the  wine  might  be  rent  by  one  of  those  coun- 
tries, and  come  to  us  free  of  the  discriminating 
duty.  Similar  results  might  attend  retaliatory  du- 
ties on  other  articles,  the  production  of  other  conn- 
tries.  Your  remedy  would  tempt  evasions  and 
frauds,  and  drive  the  trade  into  circuitous  chan- 
nels. It  would  also  miss  its  aim,  and  would  be 
even  fruitless  of  revenue,  unless  you  are  prepared 
to  enforce  it  by  a  system  of  custom-house  espoinage 
and  penalties,  inconsistent  with  our  institution*. 

We  have  been  proceeding  upon  the  presumption 
that  Congress  will  indulge  gentlemen  with  their 
experiments  in  regard  to  tobacco.    Are  there  no 
ctfnenl ties  here?    The  bill  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures  a  few  weeks  ago,  proposed 
to  lay  a  duty  on  silks  from  India  of  twenty  per 
cent,  and  on  other  silks  ten  per  cent.    Was  this 
intended  to  operate  on  India  as  a  retaliation  for  not 
using  tobacco  at  all?    Suppose  you  attempt   to 
change  the  discrimination  against  France,  will  yon 
not  be  met  jn  this  Ho***  bX  conflicting  interests? 
|t  is  MFrance  aj0jie  that  yoa  complain  of,  but  of 


other  nations  in  a  greater  degree;  and,  m  fact  of  all 
Europe,  in  some  degree  or  other.  It  is  not  one 
article  only  that  is  burdened  by  foreign  legislation. 
In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  re- 
strictions and  duties  of  foreign  Governments,  before 
referred  to,  you  will  see  many  articles  oppressively 
taxed  as  well  as  tobacco.  I  will  select  two:  the 
duties  on  our  bread-stuffs  in  England,  France, 
and  some  other  countries,  amount  almost  to  a  pro- 
hibition. The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Trplittt]  stated  that  the  duty  on  wheat  in  England 
was  about  forty  per  cent,  but,  sir,  the  duty  in  that 
country  amounts  to  a  prohibition  except  when 
large  masses  of  ber  population  are  absolutely 
starving.  Upon  such  occasions  we  may  get  a 
high  price  for  our  grain,  but  the  market  is  generally 
so  fluctuating  that  any  farmer  or  miller  who  relies 
on  European  markets,  is  likely  to  be  ruined. 

Our  extensive  coast  from  New  Brunswick  to 
Texas  is  lined  with  inexhaustible  forests  in  timber. 
The  duty  in  England  on  our  timber  is  two  pounds 
fifteen  shillings  on  the  fifty  cubic  feet,  and  to  an 
oppressive  extent  on  lumber,  staves,  and  shingles. 
Cutting  off,  in  a  great  measure,  our  abundant  re- 
sources from  the  supply  of  an  immense  demand 
for  ship  building,  houses,  and  other  objects.  Now, 
sir,  is  it  expected  that  Congres,  representing  all 
these  interests,  will  consent  to  commence  with  to- 
bacco, without  including  breadstuff's,  timber,  and 
many  other  articles.  If  a  general  system  of  reta- 
liation is  adopted,  what  will  it  lead  to?  An  unmi- 
tigated system  of  high  taxation.  The  protective 
tariff*  men  will  be  ready  to  avail  themselves  of 
strength  from  this  source.  Most,  or  all,  of  the 
protected  articles  of  manufacture  will  be  obliged 
to  be  used  in  this  general  scheme  of  retaliation. 
You  may  succeed  by  means  of  a  combination  of 
interests  in  having  taxes  laid  on,  but  you  would 
seldom  get  two  interests  to  agree  at  the  same  time 
in  taking  them  off,  even  in  case  of  relaxation  by  a 
foreign  Government  in  regard  to  tobacco  or  any 
one  article.  No,  sir;  let  us  keep  out  of  this  con- 
nection. The  tobacco  interest  is  to  be  courted  in- 
to a  general  system  of  increased  taxation.  It  is  to 
be  used  as  the  pretext  for  adding  burdens  on  the 
many,  without  hope  of  sharing  the  benefits  of  the 
few. 

In  regard  to  foreign  countries  there  is  not  ene 
alone,  but  all,  in  some  degree,  to  be  operated  against. 
Why  do  gentlemen  speak  so  much  of  injuries  from 
the  regulations  of  France?  Austria  has  similar  re- 
strictions. France  takes  seven  thousand  bogs- 
heads  of  tobacco,  and  Austria  not  as  many  hundred. 
The  latter  is  a  great  tobacco  consuming  country, 
with  nearly  the  population  ot  the  former.  In  fact, 
instead  of  France  being  first  to  be  complained  of, 
she  is  among  the  last.  It  is  all  Europe  you  pro- 
pose to  war  against;  and  in  this  war  of  who  shall 
tax  highest,  it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee  who  are  to 
be  the  sufferers.  Why,  sir,  foreigners  will  laugh 
at  you  for  merely  entertaining  such  a  proposition. 
Had  I  not  profound  respect  for  the  many  gentle- 
men who  advocate  the  policy,  I  would  say  it  was 
absurd  and  ridiculous  in  the  extreme. 

It  has  been  said  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  Secre- 
ary  of  8tate,  in  1793,  did,  in  a  report  to  Congress, 
sanction  the  policy  of  retaliation  for  exorbitant 
duties  on  our  products  in  foreign  countries.  It  was 
under  different  circumstances,  and  at  a  time  when 
the  principles  of  free  trade  bad  scarcely  began  to 
relax  the  inexorable  restrictive  systems  of  that  pe- 
riod. Those  who  adduce  this  authority  should  be 
governed  by  Mr.  Jefferson's  better  authority,  after 
years  of  experience  and  reflection.  He  had  been 
minister  in  France  from  1783  to  1786,  took  a  live- 
ly interest  in  the  tobacco  trade,  and  was  well  in- 
formed as  to  all  its  bearings.  He  was  Piesident  of 
the  United  States  from  1801  to  1809;  the  condition 
of  the  tobacco  trade  became  worst;  but  still  not  one 
word  is  heard  from  bim  in  regard  to  retaliation  on 
this  account,  or  on  account  of  any  other  foreign 
internal  tax  on  our  productions.  If  Mr.  Jefferson 
was  here  now,  it  is  presumable  that  he  would  give 
you  stronger  reasons  why  you  ought  not  to  resort 
to  it,  than  prevailed  with  him  through  the  whole 
period  of  his  Presidency. 

If  yoa  enter  on  the  proposed  policy,  it  will  be 
the  first  time  it  has  been  adopted  in  the  history  of 
the  Government. 


[Here  Mr.  Jenifer  read  from  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, which  he  said  enacted  similar  retaliatory  du- 
ties.] 

Tne  section  just  read  refers  to  a  different  subjeot 
altogether.  Several  other  acts  have  like  provi- 
sions. By  these  acts  tonnage  duties,  and  duties  on 
the  cargoes  of  foreign  ships  coming  into  our  port*, 
were  laid  to  counteract  injury  to  our  navigation, 
from  the  discriminating  duties  laid  upon  our  ships 
and  their  cargoes  in  foreign  ports.  These  acts 
could  be  made  to  affect  the  offending  nation  direct- 
ly, without  the  power  of  evasion,  and  are  very  dif- 
ferent cases  from  the  present.  There  is  not  in  all 
the  statutes  of  the  Government,  one  which  was  in- 
tended to  operate  as  a  retaliation  against  the  inter- 
nal taxes  or  restrictions  of  foreign  Governments  on 
our  production*.  Equal  commercial  privileges  of 
our  citizens  in  foreign  lands,  and  equal  exemptions 
for  the  cargoes  of  our  ships,  have  been  peculiar 
subjects  of  regard.  The  nature  of  the  remedy  can 
in  these  cases  be  effective.  We  have  their  citizens 
and  their  ships  to  operate  upon,  instead  of  our  own. 
lam  not  sure,  in  the  zeal  to  accomplish  benefits  for 
commerce  and  navigation,  the  interests  of  agricul- 
ture have  not  in  our  negotiations  been  too  frequent- 
ly overlooked. 

In  our  own  legislative  history  we  can  find  no  ex- 
ample to  justify,  and  much  to  deter  us  from  the 
proposed  coarse.  My  colleague  from  Norfolk 
[Mr.  Mallory]  reminds  me  of  the  West  India  trade. 
Yes,  sir,  the  West  India  trade  was  sacrificed  for  a 
time,  and  Norfolk  nearly  ruined,  by  indulging 
merely  the  idea  of  retaliation.  The  act  of  Par- 
liament of  1835,  extended  to  all  nations  accepting 
them,  very  liberal  terms  of  trade  w^h  the  co'o- 
nies  of  Great  Britain.  This  country  alone,  I  be- 
lieve, refused  to  accept  the  terms,  expecting  to  be 
able  to  force  better.  Negotiation  after  negotiation 
followed;  we  were  refused  the  terms  offered  at  first 
— the  trade  was  sacrificed,  and  it  was  not  until  the  e> 
arrangement  of  Mr.  McLane,  in  1830,  that  we 
were  admitted  to  a  participation  in  the  trade  on  the 
terms  we  bad  rejected  before. 

No  encouragement  can  be  drawn  from  the  histo- 
ry of  retaliatory  duties  in  Europe— one  retaliation 
has  generally  brought  on  another,  until  a  system  of 
high  taxes?,  restrictions,  and  monopolies  have  weigh- 
ed down  the  laboring  classes  almost  to  the  condi- 
tion of  brutes.  A  commercial  war  of  this  charac- 
ter was  waged  between  France  and  England,  that 
amounted  almost  to  non-intercourse,  until  the  be- 
nign influence  of  free  trade  principles  began  to  re- 
lax its  rigor*. 

The  burdens  imposed  on  our  tobacco  abroad 
have  been  complained  of  by  several  gentlemen  as  • 
acts  of  hostility,  which  we  had  a  right,  and  were 
called  on  to  avenge.  It  has  been  considered  in  the 
light  of  violated  honor,  which  should  make  the 
blood  boil,  and  rouse  the  chivalry  of  American  ci- 
tizens. This  is  new  doctrine  in  this  country;  no  pub- 
lic functionary  ever  claimed  the  right  to  regulate  the 
interior  administration  of  any  other  Government. 
Our  present  ministers  in  England  and  France  have 
both,  in  this  correspondence,  repudiated  any  such 

fretension,  and  so  have  onr  ministers  elsewhere, 
t  would  be  a  most  dangerous  position— take  it  in 
regard  to  other  nations,  and  they  claim  it  in  re 
gam  to  this.  The  Holy  Alliance  may  take  a  fancy 
to  regulate  your  tariff,  or  to  elect  your  President. 
England  may  require  yoa  to  sustain  the  credit  of 
banks,  or  assume  the  debts  of  the  States.  We 
may  wrangle  about  these  matters  as  we  please,  but 
foreigners  must  let  us  alone.  The  French  Go- 
vernment may  restrict  their  people  to  the  use  of 
sugar  extracted  from  the  beet;  or  to  such  poor  to- 
bacco as  they  may  cultivate,  free  from  the  right  of 
other  nations  to  interfere;  and  other  nations  may 
exercise  their  discretion  in  similar  respects,  without 
the  right  of  interference  by  France.  England  may 
carry  the  taxing  of  ber  subjects  so  far  as  to  reduce 
the  food  of  her  poor  to  potatoes  without  salt,  and 
the  United  States  will  have  no  right  to  complain  of 
it  as  a  wrong:  yet  I  hope  few  will  be  found  willing 
to  follow  her  example. 

Gentlemen  taunt  us  with  backwardness  in  assert- 
ing the  right*  of  -our  suffering  countrymen.  What 
redres  do  they  propose?  Simply  to  tax  them  more, 
and  over  again.  The  remedy  is  misapplied;  and  if 
the  wrong  was  of  the  character  described,  it  wqqld 
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be  toe  weak  and  too  tame  by  far.  No,  if  gen- 
Itemed  are  really  ia  earnest,  let  them  rouse 
op  their  courage  and  ask  Congress  to  declare 
war  at  onee.  A  war  against  foreigners,  would 
be  Boareely  less  disastrous  than  a  war  of  taxation 
at  heme. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cosh- 
mo]  gave  ns  a  short  supplement  to  the  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  in  which  he  stated 
that,  in  Massachnsetts,  the  three  great  interests  of 
that  Bute  were  so  balanced  as  to  be  opposed  to  a 
high  protective  tariff;  but  wet*  in  fmoor  of  en  emple 
revenue  for  the  wonti  of  the  Government,  to  be  r«ii- 
edteilk  a  view  to  protect  wuenufecturee,  and  to  rtteli- 
teegeinetimfoeitiomon  our  egrkultur*.  Ltt  me 
tell  him  that,  to  cany  oat  the  Harrison  policy  on 
these  principles,  a  high  tariff  in  its  greatest  dimen- 
sions ia  at  once  constituted.  You  have  only  to 
add  to  this  protective  and  retaliatory  system  the 
projects  avowed  so  generally  in  this  House  and 
elsewhere,  as  leading  objects  of  the  new  Admini- 
stration, and  you  have  a  powerful  conjunction  of 
interests,  breaking  down  the  barriers  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  overwhelming  the  equal  rights  and 
common  welfare  of  the  country. 

SPEECH  OP  MR.  HUBBARD, 

OF  ALABAMA, 
In  the  Bouse  of  Repreeentatwee,  January  29, 1841— 
On  the  Treasury  Note  Bill. 
Mr.  Chairmah:  I  will  say  a  few  words  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill  under  consideration,  in  answer  to 
objections  raised  against  it;  and  will  then  reply  to 
some  general  remarks  made  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  as  to  the  proper  policy  hereafter  to  be 
pursued  by  thUfovernment. 

It  is  admittafAy  both  parties  here,  that  we  have 
not  money  enough  in  the  Treasury  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  Government  for  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year.  All  agree  that  more  must  be  had;  but 
4  we  differ  as  to  the  best  mode  of  raising  it.  The 
party  opposed  to  me  want  to  borrow  and  create  a 
permanent  national  debt,  and  seem  anxious  to 
make  the  outstanding  claims  against  the  Govern* 
meat  appear  as  large  as  possible,  because  they 
desire  to  have  a  large  amount  of  money  to  expend 
under  the  coming  Administration,  and  to  raise 
which  they  propose  to  increase  the  taxes.  The 
party  with  which  I  ad  believe  that  the  taxes  are 
already  high  enough,  and  that,  instead  of  in- 
creasing them,  we  ought  to  cut  off  expenses  as  fast 


raising  money  for  temporary  purposes— because 
cheapest,  and  because  it  ia  safest. 

It  is  eheopeet9  for  this  reason:  if  we  issue  our  own 
notes,  the  credit  of  the  whole  Union  being  better 
than  the  credit  of  a  part,  composed  of  stock- 
holders  in  any  bank,  we  would  circulate  the  Trea- 
sury notes,  many  of  them  at  a  less  rate  of  interest 
than  bankers  could  lend  us  the  money  for;  and 
upon  all  the  notes  kept  in  circulation  after  interest 
ceased  to  run,  would  save  the  interest  to  the  people. 
Besides  this,  these  notes  being  made  receivable  for 
public  lands  and  taxes,  interest  upon  them  would 
cease  as  fast  as  paid  in;  whereas,  if  we  borrow 
from  capitalists,  and  put  the  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury in  large  sums,  and  give  bonds  for  the  loan,  the 
people  are  made  to  pay  interest  from  the  date,  and 
also  lose  interest  on  every  dollar  lying  idle  in  the 
Treasury.  Why,  then,  should  the  whole  people, 
better  credit  than  only  a/ets,  swap  credit  with  the 
few,  and  nay  boot?  It  won't  do,  sir.  It  is  nothing 
but  favoritism  to  a  few  capitalists;  and  gentlemen 
ought  to  find  out  some  way  to  let  the  whole  people 
live  upon  their  own  credit,  rather  than  buying,  at  so 
high  a  rate,  the  credit  of  only  a  few  of  that  peo- 
ple.   This  bill  provides  such  a  method;  and  if  not 

the  best,  let  gentlemen  find  out  a  better  mode 

always  taking  care  to  let  the  whole  of  the  people 
be  partners  in  the  gain,  and  not  a  few  of  the  wealthy 
or  pretended  wealthy. 

Some  gentlemen  fear  that  if  we  adopt  this  cheap 
mode  of  raising  money  when  wo  do  need,  we  may, 
from  habit,  use  it  when  we  do  not  need.  This 
argument,  if  it  has  any  force,  would  compel  us  to 
adopt  the  most  expensive  schemes  of  Government, 
for  fear  the  people  would  likea  cheap  one  too  well. 


I  have  no  such  fears;  and,  sir,  I  should  here  have 
closed  my  remarks  upon  the  hill,  if  gentlemen 
on  the  truer  side  had  been  contented  to  stop  their 
political  strife.  I  thought  that  the  country  was 
tired,  and  wanted  quiet — wanted  the  public  busi- 
ness  attended  to.  My  friend,  the  chairmen  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Jonas,  of 
Virginia,]  who  brought  in  this  bill,  said  not  a 
word  in  relation  to  party  politics  or  the  late  elec- 
tion, and  we  did  hope  that  no  allusion  would  be 
made  to  it.  Bat,  sir,  we  are  not  allowed  to  get 
along  in  this  quiet  way.  The  election  last  summer, 
which  decided  that  General  Harrison  should  bs 
President,  and  decided  no  other  question,  has 
not  satisfied  the  great  body  of  the  Whig  party 
in  Congress.  The  people  are  to  be  carried  further. 
Not  only  is  what  they  call  Loco  Foco  Van  Bnren 
Democracy  to  be  put  down,  but,  I  much  fear,  Re- 
publicanism itself.  The  country  has  to  be  carried 
back  to  a  period  before  Mr.  Jefferson's  day.  The 
Government  is  to  have  a  new  direction  given  to 
it,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  most  talented  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side,  who  have  marked  out  the  line  of 
policy  which  General  Harrison  is  to  pursue. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Air.  Barmuld,] 
wbo  leads  in  this  debate,  denies  the  correctness  of 
that  part  of  Mr.  Van  Boren's  message  which  says 
that  'the  Government  has  answered  the  great  ob- 
jects of  its  creation;"  and  says  that  ''General  Har- 
rison will  pursue  a  policy  to  effect  those  great 
objects.1' 

Let  us  look  at  that  policy,  however,  as  laid 
down  by  the  learned  gentleman;  and  we  find 
it  an  effort  to  persuade  the  people  to  submit  to 
much  greater  burdens  than  were  even  pretended 
before  the  elections 

Fortificatiousareto  be  built  along  the  whole  of 
our  extensive  seacoast  and  lakes,  and  also  upon 
the  whole  of  our  western  and  northwestern  frontier; 
old  forts  to  be  repaired;  expensive  barracks  to  be 
built,  even  in  the  wilderness,  with  public  money, 
as  if  a  soldier  could  not  cut  a  board-tree  and  build 
a  cabin;  roads  are  to  be  cat  out,  from  post  to  post, 
throughout  the  west  and  northwest.  Did  any  one 
ever  bear  of  propositions  so  extraordinary?  Did 
the  people  when  they  elected  General  Harrison, 
ever  dream  of  such  things?  Millions  upon  millions 
are  to  be  added  t#  the  expenses  of  the  Government, 
and  the  people  taxed  to  raise  ii;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  that  part  of  the  revenue  received  from  public 
lands,  which  belongs  to  the  whole  Union,  to  pay 
the  debts  of  all,  is  to  be  distributed  to  pay  the  debts 
of  indebted  States,  contracted  for  their  own  bene- 
fit, and  for  objects  in  which  those  not  indebted 
have  not  the  slightest  interest. 

This,  sir,  is  bat  an  outline  marked  out  for  the 
action  of  General  Harrison's  administration,  and 
for  the  future  course  of  the  areat  Whig  party. 
And,  sir,  how  truly  have  the  different  members  of 
this  party,  with  but  one  exception,  followed  in  the 
track  marked  out;  and  each',  in  his  turn,  according 
to  the  climate  or  locality  of  his  constituents,  and 
their  ability  to  bear  their  part  of  the  load  intended 
to  be  laid  upon  them,  taken  his  parti  Some  (tike 
the  gentlemen  from  New  York)  boldly  take  the 
whole;  others,  what  they  can  bear  at  home;  some, 
the  tariff,  bank,  and  internal  improvements,  all  to- 
gether; some,  the  distribution;  some,  the  military; 
and  some,  the  naval  expenditures;  some,  harbors; 
some,  light-houses;  and  some  internal  improvements 
alone;  and  some  only  take  what  to  me  seems  merely 
an  apology  for  the  tariff,  like  my  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Thompson,]  who  says  that  the 
South  once  contended  for  taxing  of  luxuries;  and  if 
she  won't  now  let  wines  and  silks  be  taxed,  she  will 
be  like  the  pouting  child,  who  would  not  let  his 
bread  be  buttered  on  either  side. 

Now,  I  understand  that  when  the  South  took 
this  course,  she  wanted  the  taxes  laid  on  luxuries, 
and  taken  off  of  necessaries;  and  if  the  same  pro 
position  was  before  her,  she  would  desire  the  same 
thing  now.  But  no  such  proposition  is  made;  the 
tax  on  salt,  iron,  woollens,  flannels,  and  all  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  are  left,  to  the  great  injury  of 
the  great  body  of  the  people;  and  it  is  proposed  to 
add  this  additional  tax  to  their  burdens,  not  for 
support  of  Government,  but  for  all  of  these  splendid 
schemes  of  national  expenditure,  that  the  tax  is  to 
be  laid;  and,  instead  of  refusing  to  have  our  bread 


buttered  on  either  side,  we,  of  the  South,  are  only 
refusing  to  butter  both  sides  of  the  bread  of  every     ' 
other  section  of  the  Uaion,  where  these  large  sue**, 
extorted  from  our  working  people,  are  to  be  ex- 
pended. 

1  consider  this  argument,  therefore,  a  mere 
apology  for  a  high  tariff  and  excessive  expenditure, 
and  was  sorry  to  bear  it  come  from  one  who, 
in  former  times,  stood  up  so  manfully  for  Southern 
interests. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  somewhat  wandered 
from  the  line  of  my  intended  remarks.  Hie  gentle- 
man from  Maine  [Mr.  Evins]  followed  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York;  and  he  rook  issue  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  both  as'  to  his  facts,  esti- 
mates, and  policy.  He  denied  that  "there  wmm  any 
recorded  evidence  of  the  country's  prosperity,"  ss 
alleged  by  the  Secretary  ia  his  annual  report 
upon  the  state  of  the  finance*;  and  the  s^uemaa 
has  gone  throughout  the  whole  Union,  and  picked 
up  here  and  there  isolated  cases  of  fiscal  derange- 
ment. Now,  sir,  this  must,  and  always  will,  hap- 
pen;* and  under  all  Governments,  whether  Repebts- 
can,  monarchical,  or  despotic  But  they  furnish 
no  just  ground  for  revolution  or  change;  and  I  was 
sorry  to  bear  a  gentleman  of  his  talents  exerting 
his  great  intellect,  and  powers  of  debate,  to  create 
dissatisfaction  among  our  people,  when  there  was 
comparatively  so  little  ground  for  it.  If  he  had 
only  looked  around  him,  he  would  now  have  found 
the  British  and  French  Governments  so  meek  dis- 
tressed for  money  as  ae'ually  to  have  to  borrow 
millions.  This  pecuniary  distress  of  those  Govern- 
ments is,  without  donbt,  caused  by  commercial  de- 
rangements brought  about  by  the  paper  money 
system,  which  has  prevailed  with  them  as  well  as 
with  us;  and  which  derangement  throughout  this 
country,  has  wrongfully  been  charged  to  General 
Jackson's  and  Mr.  Van  Burin's  srimraisuunon. 
Gentlemen  have  effected  their  object  by  it.  They 
have  got  into  power;  and  it  is  time,  now,  to  stop 
it.  If  they  did  not  know  better  when  they  made  all 
this  complaint,  they  know  better  now;  since  laey 
see  that  the  strongest  Governments  on  earth  are 
suffering  embarrassments  under  the  paper  system, 
as  well  as  ours,  and  to  a  much  greater  extern. 
And  it  was  on  this  account — because  we  bad  been 
enabled  to  get  along  better  than  othcis—becaate 
our  exports  and  imports  had  gone  on  so  well,  and 
suffered  so  little — that  the  Secretary  of  ine  Trea- 
sury spoke  of  it  as  "the  recorded  evidences  of  the  . 
country's  prosperity,"  which  the  gentleman  from  I 
Maine  has  denied.  , 

I  now,  sir,  proceed  to  prove  that  the  Secretary 
is  right,  and  the  gentleman  from  Maine  wrong*,  and 
I  do  it  by  simply  giving  a  li&t  of  the  value  of  our* 
foreign  imports  and  exports  for  seven  years  before, 
and  seven  years  after,  the  deposites  were  removed 
from  the  United  States  Bank,  wiih  ihediffereaees 
in  favor  of  the  last  seven  years  (from  1833  to 
1840)  over  the  former  seven  years,  (from  183$  a> 
1833:) 
Average  annual  exports  from  1826  to 

1833         ....    180,053,191 
Average  annual  exports  from  1833  to 

1840         -.--    119,Q*\564 


Difference  in  value  of  exports  from 
1833  to  1840  over  the  seven  years 
before  removal     - 


38J75.3W 


Nearly  thirty-nine  millions  yearly! 
Let  us  see  how  it  stands  with  imports: 

Average  annual  imports,  from  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  for  seven 
years        ...  -  #141,143,109 

Average  for  the  seven  years  next  be- 
fore removal        ...     89,386,005 


Yearly  difference  - 


51,757,104 


Nearly  fifty-two  millions! 

Gentlemen  6ay  much  of  the  excess  of  importatj 
was  the  fruit  of  the  State  loans.  Admit  this  10  ha 
true;  (he  same  cannot  be  said  of  the  exports,  laey 
were,  for  most  part,  the  value  of  the  labor  of  that 
portion  of  our  people  who  dig  the  ground  foe  a 
living,  and  whom  gentlemen  are  now  so  mwmnem  m 
tax  again;  and  affoi4  evtfeJw»o/ their  prosperity, 
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as  a  whole,  that  cannot  be  disputed.  And  this  evi- 
dence is  upon  record;  and  the  record  sustains  the 
Secretary  ef  the  Treasury,  and  condemns  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine;  and  is  a  full  answer  to  the 
main  argument  he  has  advanced  against  Mr. 
Woodbury's  report. 

I  fully  understand  the  object  of  this  warfare  so 
fiercely  commenced  against  Democracy. 

Brave  men  never  cut  and  hack  to  pieces  a  fal- 
len foe,  without  some  further  object  in  view. 
These  gentlemen,  therefore,  I  fear,  do  not  believe 
that  "Democracy  has  fallen ;"  or  ihey  have  objects 
to  effect,  which  require  public  excitement  to  be  kept 
up  and  not  cool,  until  these  odious  (and,  to  my 
mind,  unconstitutional)  measures  of  expenditure, 
and  taxation  are  carried  out  and  fastened  upon  the 
people.  And,  sir,  I  am  brought  to  believe  that 
such  is  their  object  and  intention,  from  the  remarks 
and  the  manner  of  the  distinguished  gentlemen 
from  Kentucky,  (Governor  Pope,)  a  veteran  in 
politics,  with  perhaps  forty  years*  experience. 

He  heard  his  friends  lay  out  their  grand  plan  of 
operations — their  National  Bank,  internal  improve- 
ments, tariffs,  and  other  splended  schemes  of  ex- 
penditure and  taxation,  with  the  greatest  apparent 
delight;  it  seemed  to  fall  upon  bis  ear  like  notes  of 
martial  music,  which  had  delighted  him  in  his 
youthful  days,  and  which  again  had  been  briliantly 
struck  up  in  the  beginning  of  a  charge.  His 
countenance  seemed  to  beam  with  joy,  and  he 
watched,  as  a  skilful  general  would  his  untried 
soldiery,  the  younger  members  of  his  party;  and, 
sir,  when  he  noticed  in  their  countenance  some 
wavering,  some  giving  way — heard  some  say  "they 
could  not  do  this,"  others  "that  they  could  not  go 
that" — he  became  impatient  for  the  floor,  and, 
as  soon  as  he  had  obtained  it,  commenced  in  the 
most  animating  manner  to  extol  the  proposed  mea- 
sures; and  after  he  supposed  that  he  had  made 
them  appear  (if  not  popular)  at  least  plausible, 
turned  to  his  young  friends,  and  encouraged  them 
"not  to  be  alarmed  or  faint  by  the  wayside," — 
"not  to  commit  themselves  too  soon  or  too  strongly 
against  any  measure  of  the  Whig  party."  They 
were  young  and  inexperienced;  "ihey  did  not  know 
what  they  might  yet  have  to  do;"  and  when  he,  as 
might  be  supposed,  had  infused  into  them  a  suffi- 
ciency of  courage,  be  preceded  to  point  out  to  them 
a  way  to  make  these  schemes  of  expenditure,  taxa- 
tion, and  distribution,  popular  and  acceptable  with 
the  people,  he  told  them  that  Mbe  was  unwilling  to 
ace  the  revenue  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  go  into  the  Treasury,  because  it  robbed  the 
poor  and  relieved  the  rich  from  taxation;"  that  this 
money  "ought  to  go  to  the  States,  and  be  divided 
among  them  to  pay  the  State  debts,  where  it  would 
•  relieve  the  poor  from  taxation." 

But  sir,  this  argument  wont  do  for  the  young 
Whigs,  or  for   the  people;   because  they   know 
better.    They  know  that  the  Legislatures  0/  the 
several  States  are  compelled  to  tax  property  and 
wealth,  as  well  as  persons,  and  can  make  every 
man  pay  tax  according  to  his  property  or  income, 
whether  bis  wealth  is  in  lands,  houses,  stocks, 
bank*,  or  money  at  interest,  and  dare  not,  there- 
fore, tax  the  poor  and  leave  out  the  rich — as  is 
done  here,  sir,  where  you  tax  all  articles  of  daily 
use,  aoeh  as   the  great  body  of  the  people  need, 
most  have,  and  cannot  do  without;  and  then,  sir, 
they  are  told  "that  the  tax  is  equal,"  that  "they 
need  not  pay  the  tax  if  they  do  not  choose  to  use 
the  taxed  articles."    This,  sir,  is  a  mockery,  to  tax 
articles  such  as  every  family  most  have— iron, 
salt,  knives  and  forks,  plates  and  spoons,  and  coarse 
woollens  and  cottons;  and  then  tell  ihem  "they  are 
not  taxed  unless  they  buy."    And,  sir,  this  same 
spirit  would  lead  you  to  tax  the  air,  light,  and  wa- 
ter, and  then  tell  the  people  they  need  not  be  taxed 
unless  they  choose  to  breathe,   drink,  and  look 
about  them.    These  taxes,  sir,  upon  articles  of 
daily  use  fal)  most  heavily  and  grievously  upon 
the  poor,  and  people  in  moderate  circumstances, 
because  they  need,  and  must  have  and  use  nearly 
an  equal  amount  with  a  rieh  family;  and,  there- 
to, a  man  with  a  family  depending  alone  upon 
his  labor  for  support,  needs  frequently  as  many  of 
these  taxed  articles  as  a  rich  man,  and  is  compelled 
tfe  taat  account  to  pay  as  much  of  this  indirect 
tax  as  a  man  who  can  command  twenty,  fifty,  or 


a  hundred  laborers.  Yes,  sir,  Guard,  with  bis  mil- 
lions, could  get  along,  and  not  have  to  buy  more 
taxed  salt,  taxed  iron,  sugar,  woollens,  cottons, 
knives,  fork?,  and  »poons,  than  a  day  laborer  with 
five  in  family;  and  be  would  enjoy  all  his  property, 
with  the  almost  unlimited  means  of  making  more, 
without  being  compelled  to  pay  more  for  the 
support  of  Government  than  a  common  laborer. 
This,  sir,  is  indirect  tar— a  tax  upon  articles  of 
necessity.  And,  sir,  it  is  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  to  keep  up  these  taxes,  and 
to  take  from  the  Treasury  the  amount  for  which 
the  public  lands  are  sold,  (three  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  dollars,)  and  divide  it  out  among  the 
States,  to  pay  State  debts,  and  relieve  rich  men 
from  taxation  for  that  purpose. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  must  put  his 
young  friends  upon  some  o;h?r  tack,  to  make  these 
odiou&  measures  popular.  The  people,  sir,  begin 
to  find  out  that  taxation  is  taxation,  whether  laid 
upon  lands,  houses,  or  property,  or  upon  food  and 
clothing;  and  it  will  not  be  long  before  they  will 
understand  that  it  is  more  just  tc  tax  lands,  houses, 
and  money  incomes,  according  to  their  value,  than 
to  tax  food  and  clothing,  according  to  men's  neces- 
sities; and  when  the  politician,  who  desires  to  pro- 
tect the  rich  man's  plantations,  palaces,  bank 
stock,  and  income,  by  crying  out  "direct  tax !" 
and  proposes  to  lay  the  tax  upon  food,  clothing, 
and  necessaries,  the  people  will  understand  it  as 
well  as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky;  and  when 
he  begs  them  for  the  money  arising  from  the  sales 
of  public  lands,  to  give  to  the  S>ates  to  pay  State 
debts,  and  to  relieve  rieh  men's  estates  and  incomes 
from  being  taxed  according  to  their  valoe,  they 
will  remember  that  he  and  his  friends  now  refuse 
to  take  the  tax  off  of  iron,  salt,  sugar,  knives, 
forks,  spoons,  plates,  and  every  other  article  needed 
by  the  poor.  The  ux  on  French  wines  and-French 
silks  will,  to  the  extent  of  the  tax,  fall  upon  the 
tobacco-grower  and  cotton-grower,  and  upon  all 
ef  the  people  who  raise  grain,  pork,  stock,  and  pre- 
visions, and  who  exchange  it  with  the  cotton  and 
tobacco-growers.  And,  sir,  thi3  three  and  a  half 
millions,  yearly,  additional  tax,  will  have  no  other 
effect  than  to  lessen  the  amount  of  cotton  and  tobac- 
co which  we  sell  to  France;  or  it  will  lessen  the 
amount  of  money  which  we  get  for  it;  and  instead 
of  falling  upon  the  rich  alone,  who  wear  the  silks, 
or  drink  the  wines,  will  fall  upon  thousands  of  poor 
families,  whose  little  sons  and  daughters  are  out  in 
the  sun  when  they  should  be  at  school,  working 
the  tobacco  or  cotton  to  make  money  to  bay  taxed 
iron,  taxed  salt,  taxed  flannel,  taxed  knives,  fork*, 
spoons,  plates,  and  other  necessaries,  without  which 
they  cannot  live;  and  will  fall,  also,  upon  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  thousands  of  poor  families  in 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
who  are  working  out,  in  the  cold  and  heat,  wet 
and  dry,  to  raise  corn,  wheat,  or  stock,  to  sell  to  the 
cotton  and  tobacco-growers  for  money  to  pay  for 
these  taxed  articles,  which  they  are  obliged  to  have 
for  their  families;  so  that  if  you  lay  this  three  and  a 
half  millions  of  taxes  on  France,  she  buys  that 
much  less  tobacco  and  cotton,  or  buys  it  for  less 
money;  the  growers  of  which  are  able  only  to  buy 
that  much  less  grain,  stock,  and  provisions,  or  buy 
it  at  a  less  price;  and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
can't  see  the  working  folks  of  any  of  the  States, 
until  he  tries  some  othtr  soft  earn  than  this.  If  he 
and  his  party  (who  can,  it  they  choose)  will  take 
the  tax  off  iron,  salt,  flannels,  coarse  woollen 
plates,  knives  and  fork*,  and  such  things  as  every 
poor  nnuly  must  have,  then  I  will  begin  to  believe 
that  the  Whigs  want  to  distribute  the  public  lands 
among  the  States  "to  relieve  the  poor  from  tarofion;" 
but  if  they  won't  take  this  tax  off  such  articles,  no- 
body will  believe  them.  Every  man  who  hears  it, 
will  know  it  is  nothing  but  humbuggery. 

The  gentlemen  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  and 
from  Sooth  Carolina  [Mr.  Thompson]  spoke  of  the 
pre-emption  land  bill  as  a  humbug — a  bait  thrown 
out  to  catch  votes,  political  gambling,  Ac.  Now, 
Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  for  a  moment  compare  it 
with  these  great  Whig  schemes  spoken  of,  and 
see  which  looks  most  Vibe  bait  thrown  out,  or 
fishing  for  popularity.  We  only  propose  that  the 
poor  man,  who  goes  West  upon  the  public  lands, 
clears  them  up,  puts  them  into  cultivation,  and 


after  mixing  his  labor  with  the  soil  and  giving  it 
additional  value,  that  he  shall  have  the  right  to  buy 
that  land,  with  his  little  improvements  thereon,  in 
preference  to  strangers  who  have  no  claim  upon 
it,  and  who  would  be  put  to  no  trouble  by  having 
to  go  and  bay  an  unimproved  place.  I*  it  not 
just?  Is  it  not  humane?  Is  it  wrong  or  immoral?, 
In  thus  taking  the  part  of  the  poor  Western  men, 
or  those  poor  men  in  the  old  States  who  desire  to 
go  West  and  settle  and  own  small  tracts  of  land, 
do  we  offer  a  bait  to  the  great  body  of  voters?  Cer- 
tainly not;  for  the  larger  portion  of  good  public 
lands  are  in  the  Territories,  where  people  have  no 
votes  in  Presidential  elections;  and  among  the  new 
States,  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  men  of  influ- 
ence live  in  towns,  are  inlerested  in  public  works, 
banks,  Ac.  Ac.  or  are  owners  of  land  themselves, 
and  leel  and  care  but  little  for  the  poor  settlers  up- 
on the  public  lands.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  mat  our 
motives  arise  from  a  sense  of  justice,  and  not  from 
any  vote-begging  or  vote-catching  disposition  on 
our  part.  But  how  is  it  with  gentlemen  Whigs  on 
the  other  side?  Their  mode  of  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  public  lands  is  addressed  to  the  whole 
of  the  old  States,  and  all  of  the  new  not  interested 
in  the  pre-emption  system.  It  is  addressed  to  the 
internal  improvement  interest;  in  fact,  to  all  of 
the  great  masses,  and  combinations  of  masses, 
that  desire  to  throw  burdens  off  their  own  shoul- 
ders, and  to  lay  them  upon  others.  It  is  like 
the  fisherman  who  lays  out  a  long  line  in  deep 
water,  and  fastens  hooks  at  different  depths,  baited 
to  suit  the  habits  of  the  different  kinds  of  fish. 
Near  the  surface  plays  the  greedy  and  hungry  fish.* 
Little  or  no  bait  is  required  to  catch  him;  only  con- 
ceal the  hook  with  a  little  white  and  red  hair,  or  red 
fl  annel,  and  he  strikes  and  is  caught.  My  friend  from 
Maryland,  who  has  figured  in  the  tobacco  con- 
vention, [Mr.  JxmFsa,]  and  those  who  are  trying 
to  lay  countervailing  duties,  under  the  notion  of 
protecting  tobacco,  either  know  how  to  set  this 
hook  themselves,  or  will  bite  and  be  caught  I 
can  assure  them  there  is  no  bait  upon  it — scarce- 
ly enough  of  the  appearance  of  bait  to  conceal  the 
hook. 

The  next  fish  to  be  caught  is  a  larger  one,  who 
swims  much  deeper,  and  he  cannot  be  caogbt  but 
with  meat— "a  large  mouthful" — he  will  not  nib- 
ble at  a  trifle:  you  catch  him  only  by  feeding  him 
well.  A  National  Bank,  large  appropriations,  ex- 
penditures, and  taxes,  collected  from  a  whole  na- 
tion of  people,  have  to  be  pat  together  before  he 
win  bite.  Is  not  that,  a'so,  Whig  bait  for  the  ci- 
ties and  great  thoroughfares  of  commerce?  and 
don't  they  expect  to  catch  these  big  fish  with  it? 
Most  assuredly  they  do.  But  there  is  a  hook  placed 
upon  the  bottom,  in  the  mud,  intended  to  catch 
"suckers,"  and  this  is  baited  with  mush;  and  I 
have  been  of  opinion,  sir,  that  this  project  of  coun- 
tervailing duties  was  a  scheme  got  up  by  the  great 
tariff  interests  offthe  North,  to  distract  and  divide 
the  South,  by  setting  the  tobacco  and  cotton  inte- 
rests by  the  ears,  that  we  might  be  governed  and 
controlled  by  our  sectional  prejudices,  like  Eng- 
land governs  Ireland  with  her  Scotch  regiments, 
and  Scotland  with  her  Irish  regiments;  and  there- 
fore this  seemed  to  me  only  bait  for  greedy,  hun- 
gry fish,  and  I  was  surprised  to  find  any  tobacco- 
grower  likely  to  bite.  But,  sir,  this  proposition 
for  a  National  Bank,  high  taxes,  high  and  extra- 
vagant expenditures  upon  roads,  canals,  harbors, 
dry-docks,  fortifications,  light-houses,  barracks, 
and  ships,  is,  sir,  a  bait  at  which  all  of  those  big 
fish  will  bite;  but  the  idea  that  "tf  will  be  ate* 
upon  the  rich,  and  relieve  the  poor,"  and  that  by 
distributing  the  revenue  arising  from  the  sales  of 
public  lands  among  the  States  for  these  purposes, 
"that  you  will  thereby  relieve  the  poor  from  tax- 
ation," wby,  sir,  it  is  all  "a  humbug. "  It  is  your 
soft  bait,  laid  to  catch  "suckers;"  and  if  I  mis- 
take not,  you  will  find  it  too  soft  to  catch  them. 
Every  disinterested  voter  in  the  Union  must 
see,  from  the  course  taken  by  gentlemen  here  who 
go  for  distribution,  that  they  are  only  fishing  for 
1 'suckers"  with  soft  bait,  for  most  of  them  have 
made  figures  and  calculations  to  show  to  their 
constituents  how  much  each  State  would  get  eut 
of  the  public  Treasury  by  the  scheme— not  one  of 
them  has  made  and  published  a  calculation  to  show 
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his  constituents  how  much  they  are  to  be  taxed  to 
pay  back  into  the  Treasury  the  amount  so  taken 
oat  and  distributed.  Nor  have  they  made  any  cal- 
culation to  show  their  constituent  how  much  of 
this  increased  tax  will  be  lost  in  paying  agents, 
officers,  and  collectors,  in  taking  out  and  distribut- 
ing, and  then  collecting  and  putting  the  money  buck} 
for  if  each  State  pay  back  what  ihey  first  get  out, 
they  gain  nothing,  and  lose  the  whole  expense.  If 
they  gain  more  than  they  put  in,  they  rob  and 
plunder  others  to  the  amount  of  the  gain.  This 
ought  not  to  be  popular  with  an  honest  people.  If 
they  get  back  less  than  they  put  in,  other  States 
rob  and  plunder  them.  No  people  ought  to  like 
that.  But,  sir,  this  is  the  bait,  and  the  only  bait, 
offered  to  the  great  masses  of  voters,  either  to 
plunder  and  defraud  other?,  or  to  be  plundered  and 
defrauded  by  them. 

Bad,  sir,  as  this  is  between  State  and  State— bad 
and  intolerable  as  it  would  be  to  tax  one  man,  not 
indebted,  to  pay  the  debts  of  another  who  was, 
and  at  the  same  time  let  the  man  in  debt  keep  the 
property  for  which  the  debt  was  contracted,  (for 
these  indebted  Slates  keep  their  internal  improve- 
ments and  other  works,)— yet,  sir,  there  is  a  feat  a  re 
in  this  distribution  scheme,  connected  with  it, 
which  makes  it  more  intolerable  with  the  people 
of  Alabama  than  it  would  be  with  many  of  the 
other  States.  She  did  not,  by  reason  Of  her  South- 
ern loeation  and  being  a  new  Stale,  get  as  much 
for  her  six  per  cent,  bonds,  as  New  York  or  Penn- 
sylvania got  for  their  five  per  cents.  This  diffe- 
rence on  her  eleven  and  one-half  millions  of  bonds, 
having  twenty  years  to  iun,  is  nearly  two  million* 
of  dollars;  and  after  losing  this,  for  want  of  credit, 
all  of  our  property  and  labor  is  to  be  bound  in 
mortgage  as  security  for  the  debis  of  the  other  in- 
debted States,  who  then  had  credit,  but  who  now 
have  none.  It  is  monstrous  injustice.  But,  sir, 
this  is  not  all  that  is  to  be  done  to  carry  out  these 
high-handed  and  dangerous  measures  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  which  but  one 
out  of  nine  prominent  members  of  the  party,  who 
have  spoken  on  the  same  side,  have  pretended  to 
disavow:  on  the  contrary,  most  of  them  have  fol- 
lowed it  up,  and  given  it  a  support,  either  in  the 
whole  or  in  part.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wise,]  who  differed  from  bis  friends  on  the 
measures  of  the  coming  Administration,  was  al- 
most scowled  upon  by  bis  party,  as  if  he  had  ut- 
tered treason  or  rebellion.  Dou'i  let  gentle- 
men go  before  the  people  with  honeyed  words 
any  longer.  Let.  them  tell  them  the  great 
truth  daily  developed  here;  let  them  tall  them, 
that,  instead  of  coming  here  to  protect  their  con- 
stituents from  taxation,  (the  very  foundation  of 
free  governments,)  they  come  here  to  gel  money 
from  the  public  Treasury,  to  divide  out  and  distri- 
bute for  these  great  "separate  interests;"  that 
masses,  through  their  representatives,  come  here  to 
plunder  masses;  and  that  when  a  sectional  majori- 
ty has  plundered  a  sectional  minority,  under  the 
Setenceof  benefiting  the  majority,  that  then  it  is 
vided  out  among  classess,  and  the  richer  plunder 
the  poorer;  the  cities  and  rich  and  strong  districts 
get  all  from  the  country  and  poor  and  weak  dis- 
tricts; and  then,  in  turn,  the  rich  men  of  the  cities, 
and  strong  districts  get  all  of  the  plunder  from  the 
multitudes  of  farmers,  mechanics,  and  laborers, 
who  get  back  little  or  nothing-— not  a  tenth  part  of 
what  they  pay  out  in  taxes  upon  food  and  clothing, 
to  carry  on  these  great  schemes. 

The  great  body  of  the  people  East,  North,  and 
West,  will  begin  to  understand  that  all  of  these 
schemes  of  plunder  are  not  intended  for  their  be- 
nefit, but  only  for  a  few  large  dealers.  For  in- 
stance; the  people  who  live  near  a  harbor,  dry- 
dock,  fortification,  road  or  river  improvement,  or 
any  other  of  these  multitudes  of  objects  of  expen- 
diture, may  in  some  few  instances  get  a  small  ad- 
vantage or  benefit;  but  they  must  and  will  lose  in 
the  end,  for  the  system  of  expenditure  will  lay  a 
a  load  of  taxation  on  them  and  their  children,  and 
will  fasten  upon  them  a  swarm  of  officers  to  keep 
them  up,  who  will  forever  afterwards  feed  and 
fatten  upon  the  labor  of  an  overworked,  over- 
taxed, and  under-fed  people. 

Suppose,  sir,  that  no  money  was  used  in  these 
transactions,  and  a  painter  was  capable  of  placing 


the  whole  matter  truly  before,  our  eyes;  what  a 
picture  would  he  present  to  the  astonished  eyes  of 
the  farmers,  laborers,  and  producers  of  the  Ame- 
rican people !  They  would  be  seen,  every  one  of 
them,  bringing  here  together  their  pigs  and  poultry, 
beef  and  mutton,  lambs  and  veal,  butter  and  eggs, 
flour  and  vegetables,  and  putting  them  all  into 
the  great  State  kitchen  to  be  cooked.  He  would 
then  represent  the  feast,  by  seating  around  the 
table,  in  a  carpeted  room,  the  cities,  com- 
merce and  navigation,  and  public  officers,  in 
the  form  of  round,  lull,  well-fed  alderman- 
shaped  men,  eating  and  consuming  all  of  the 
choice  pieces.  And  he  would  paint  the  farmers, 
laborers,  and  producers,  ouUide  of  the  house,  with 
their  lean  and  hungry  families  quarrelling  and 
wrangling  with  each  other  about  who  should  smell 
moat  of  the  steam  from  the  kettle.  This  would  be 
the  picture,  if  truly  drawn. 

Tais  is  all  that  the  great  body  of  the  people  get 
back  of  these  taxes  and  expenditures;  and  I  am 
not  willing  that  the  psople  I  represent  should  sup- 
port them  any  longer. 

I  am  alarmed,  sir,  at  what  I  have  seen  and  heard 
here  relative  to  this  whole  scheme  of  taxation,  ex: 
penditure,  and  distribution,  which  it  is  said  General 
Harrison's  administration  ought,  and  is  intended, 
to  carry  out.  The  largest  amount  of  money  that 
potsibly  can  be  raised  from  the  public  lands  is  to 
be  raised  for  such  purposes.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Johnson]  supposes  that  many  of 
these  lands,  which  are  now  called  poor,  and  will 
not  S'  11,  if  held  op,  might  be  sold  from  five 
dollars  to  ten  dollars  per  acre.  The  large  States 
will  become  greedy  for  money,  and  will  send  agents 
to  run  them  up  on  our  people.  They  are,  I  fear,  to 
be  driven  off,  and  not  have  a  place  to  rest  the 
soles  of  their  feet  on,  unless  as  tenants  for  other 
pecpl*.  Many  of  them  have  been  living  upon 
small  spots  of  tillable  land,  scattered  about  through 
great  bodies  of  poor  and  waste  lands.  They  have 
mixed  their  labor  with  the  soil,  and  their  little  im- 
provements make  great  part  of  their  value;  many 
of  them,  sir,  have  laid  in  their  grave?,  on  these  spot?, 
the  dearest  objects  of  their  affection;  parents  and 
children,  husbands  and  wives,  lie  there  buried:  and 
who  wants  to  disturb  them?  I  will  tell  you,  sir. 
State  debts  fall  due;  the  holders  of  these  bonds 
want  money;  and  these  consecrated  spots  are  to  be 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder  by  an  auctioneer;  our 
people  are  to  be  driven  off,  and  the  very  bones  of 
our  relatives  sold,  to  make  money  for  these  State 
debts,  and  to  carry  out  other  extravagant  schemes. 

So  help  me  high  Heaven,  if  the  people  of  Ala- 
bama will  join  me,  not  one  acre  of  these  lands— 
"this  gift  of  God  to  man" — not  one  acre,  I  say, 
.shall  ever  be  mortgaged  or  sold  to  meet  these  debts, 
whether  held  by  British  or  American  owners. 

When  we  joined  the  United  Stales,  and  were  ad- 
mi  tied  into  the  Union  as  one  of  the  body,  the  lands 
were  not  subject  to  an/  such  lien;  the  lands  within 
our  limits  would  have  belonged  to  us,  if  we  had 
not  agreed  to  surrender  that  right  upon  our  ad- 
mission. We  made  a  surrender  to  the  whole  Union, 
for  the  common  we;  and  never  intended  other 
States,  in  their  separate  capacity,  or  foreigners,  to 
have  an  interest  in  them.  If,  therefore,  they  are 
diverted  from  that  object,  and  do  not  belong  to  the 
whole,  united,  they  have  reverted  to  us,  by  reason 
of  our  sovereignty  and  domain.  It  is  the  para* 
mount  duty  of  the  new  States  to  protect  their  citi- 
zen*; and  we  shall  fail  to  perform  it,  if  we  ever 
allow  them  to  be  pledged  and  sold  for  these  debts. 
The  gentlemen  all  admit  that  that  the  indebted 
States  are  able  to  pay,  if  they  were  willing;  but 
members  ot  their  Legislatures  try  to  avoid  the  re- 
sponsibility of  laying  the  tax.  They  brought  the 
Stales  in  debt,  but  are  afraid  to  tax  them  to  get 
them  out,  and  desire  to  make  an  impression  that  it 
will  come  easier  to  the  people  of  the  States  not  to  tax 
property  in  possession,  such  as  lands,  houses,  mer- 
chandise, bank  stock,  and  money  loaned  at  inte- 
rest, which  can  be  taxed  equally,  according  to  the 
amount  and  value  each  person  may  own;  but  to  get 
the  tax  laid  by  Congress  upon  such  articles  as 
every  family  daily  needs,  must  use,  and  which  I 
have  shown  falls  unequally,  iu  proportion,  upon 
those  who  are  poor  and  in  moderate  circumstances. 
And  it  seems  to  me  that  these  gentlemen  Whigs 


all  see  this,  and  know  it;  but  they  attempt  to  avoid 
its  effect  upon  the  public  mind,  by  an  outcry  against 
"direct  taxation."  They  desire  to  make  awed 
taxation  by  the  States  unpopular,  and  then  think 
they  carry  on  indirect  taxation  by  Congress  to  their 
hearts1  content.  How  unlike  statesmen  do  they  act, 
and  particularly  under  present  circumstances,  when 
our  country,  as  they  say,  is  threatened  with  war-* 
which,  if  it  does  come,  will  cut  off  our  foreign  trade, 
and  our  revenue  from  indirect  taxes  also!  upon 
which  event  we  will  be  compelled  to  carry  on  the 
war  by  direct  taxes,  and  have  no  other  mode  left. 
How  unwise  and  improper,  then,  to  use  exertions 
to  make  it  unpopular,  when  it  is  the  only  possible 
reliance  in  case  of  war !  If  the  people  of  the  Union. 
would  but  face  this  question  of  taxation  as  freemen 
ought  to  do,  and  understand  it  in  all  of  its  bear- 
ings upon  Congress  and  upon  them,  they  would 
not  be  easily  imposed  on  by  a  cry  of  direct  taxes; 
Let  them  once  understand  that  members,  whom 
they  send  here  to  keep  taxes  from  being  laid  upon 
them,  do  not  fear  their  resentment  for  taxing  pro- 
ducts, or  articles  exchanged  for  products,  because  it  is 
matter  of  dispute  who  pays  this  tax,  whilst  they 
are  afraid to  lax  property  held  by  the  wealthy,  and 
the  people  will  then  require  their  representatives 
" to  toe  the  mark,'1  and  to  oppose  taxation  in  all 
shapes  not  actually  needed  to  caory  on  the  Go- 
vernment; and,  when  so  needed,  to  make  the 
taxation  bear  equally  upon  all  classes  and  sections 
of  the  Union—- upon  the  cities  and  seaports,  at 
well  as  the  distant  States  and  back  coanties. 

I  have  prepared  a  statement  of  the  cost  of  col- 
lecting our  revenue  by  customs  or  indirect  taxes, 
which  shows  how  the  whole  countiy  is  drained 
of  money  to  pour  out  into  the  rich  cities— the 
places  where  the  taxes  are  collected,  and  tea  per 
cent,  (the  expenses  of  collection)  spent;  which,  if 
collected  in  the  country,  throughout  the  Uoioa,  m 
every  country  where  the  goods  are  retailed,  would 
leave  in  those  counties  the  expenses  of  col- 
lection, because  collectors  would  spend  their  sala- 
ries in  each  county;  which  would  leave  with  the 
people,  every  year,  ten  per  cent,  of  the  anooat 
of  their  taxes.  Let  us  see,  sir,  what  that  would  be 
worth  to  the  country  in  seventy  years,  upon  our 
yearly  expenditures,  and  which  now  goes  to  the 
cities. 

Estimating    the  cost  of  collection   for  seventy 
years  at  the  present  rate,  and  the  amount  of  taxa- 
tion to  be  such  as  to  raise  twenty-five  millions  a 
year,  th«  people  of  the  interior  of  ibe  co&airf 
would  pay,  in  seventy  years,  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  millions  to  officers  in  the  ciues,  fox 
expenses  alone;  which  they  would  get  without  in- 
terest; and  if  you  put  interest  upon  ii  every  year, 
at  six  per  cent,  and  add  to  \\  the  principal,  makes, 
in  seventy  years,  the.  enormous  sum  of  over  two 
thousands  of  millions  of  dollars.     It  is  true  that  bat 
few  of  the  people  can  make  compound  interest; 
but  bankers  and  money-lenders  in  cities  do  makai*; 
and  it  is.  no  wonder  that  your  large  dues  grow  so 
rapidly,  and  a  few  managers  within  theat  auks- 
millions  upon  millions  of  dollars.    It  is  ao  wonea 
that  they  should  be  so  fond  of  indirect  taxes,  and 
of  increasing  them  by  every  opportunity  they  can 
get,  and  of  increasing  the  general  expenses  of  this 
country.    It  is  no  wonder  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  should  bring  forward  all  of  bis  splendid 
schemes  of  expenditure  and  taxation.    It  is  fully 
explained  in  the  fact  that  the  real  estate,  houses, 
and  lots,  dbc.  in  the  city  of  New  York  alone,  axe 
worth  nearly  as  much  money — and  have  been  so 
vaiued  and  assessed— as  all  of  the  lands,  farms, 
cities,  towns,  and   villages  of  the  whole  of  that 
great  State;  and  besides,if  we  go  on  taxing1eol]ectittg9 
and  expending,  in  the  cities,  as  we  have   done,  the 
cities  upon  our  coast  will,  in  Jess  than  a  handled 
years,  swallow  up  the  industry  of  the  whole  ot  dm 
extensive  country;  and  city  property  will  be  to  the 
whole  Union,  what  the  city  of  New  York  now  a 
to  that  great  State — be  worth  as  much,  or  nearly 
as  much,  as  the  whole  of  all  the  other  property  of 
the  Union.    This  never  conld  be  the  case  if  taxes 
were  collected,  and  cost  of  collection  expended,  in 
every  county   of  the  Union.     When  gentlemen 
can  t^how  that  direct  taxes  would  produce 
consequences  than  I  have  proven  to  flow  fn 
direct,  then  it  will  he  time  enough  to  07  and  1 
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it  odioqs  to  talk  of  direct  taxation.  The  principal 
objection,  I  presume,  to  direct  taxation,  is  a  fear 
that  the  people  will  aee  it  and  understand  it;  and  a 
Representative  would  be  afraid  to  go  home  and 
meet  hit  constituents,  after  raising  the  taxes  upon 
them,  which  he  can  now  do  by  telling  them  "that 
be  laid  the  tax  so  that  it  don't  fall  upon  them,  bat 
fells  on  somebody  else" — "on  a  rich  man,"  or  "a 
Southern  man,"  or  "a  Northern  man,"  or  a  French- 
man, or  an  Englishman  according  to  the  place 
and  company  he  is  addressing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  gave  my  views  about  a  Na- 
tional Bank  last  session.  I  attempted  then  to 
show  that  it  waaboth  unconstitutional  and  inexpe- 
dient. It  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  attended  with 
most  disastrous  consequences  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  our  State  and  local  banks.  There  is  some 
solid  capital  in  the  country  yet.  People  are  more 
and  more  going  to  work,  instead  of  reiving  upon 
credit,  and,  in  a  few  years,  times  will  get  better; 
bat  if  you  charter  a  bank,  all  of  the  couaasy  banks 
will  be  prostrated,  and  the  specie  withdrawn,  to  en- 
able the  new  National  Bank  to  totter  along  during 
infancy,  and  the  whole  country  will  be  overrun  and 
scourged,  as  was  the  case  from  1818  to  1827,  by 
the  late  bank.  Bat,  gentlemen  Whigs  say  that  this 
has  been  determined  upon.  They  have  the 
power  now,  and,  I  suppose,  intend  to  exercise  it. 
It  is,  therefore,  my  duty  to  hold  them  accounta- 
ble to  the  people  for  fair  and  just  dealing  when 
they  make  the  charter;  and  if  they  act  justly  with 
the  people  when  they  give  the  keeping  of  their 
taxes  to  a  bank,  they  are  bound  to  demand  from 
the  stockholders,  as  a  bonus,  the  value  of  the  mo- 
ney left  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks  to  be  loaned  out 
on  interest.  When  the  Sub-Treasury  bill  was 
passed,  those  opposed  to  it  contended  it  would  keep 
twenty  millions  of  the  people's  money  locked  up, 
and  out  of  circulation.  This  we  denied.  Bat 
gentlemen  have  now  changed  their  complaint;  we 
are  not  now  about  to  keep  enough  money  on  hand, 
since  a  Bank  is  likely  to  get  it.  The  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bbll]  thinks  we  ought  to 
keep  always  on  hand  a  quarter's  salary;  that  is, 
ode  quarter  of  the  yearly  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  gentlemen  from  New  York  and  Maine 
roppose  we  ought  to  have  regularly  a  balance  un- 
ippropriated  at  the  end  of  the  year,  of  about  eight 
Bullions,  if  I  understood  them.  Now,  the  value  of 
these  deposiies,  on  collecting,  keeping,  and  disburs- 
ing for  twenty  years,  (supposing  balances  on  hand 
to  be  eight  millions,  and  the  deposites,  after  appro- 
priations by  disbursing  officers,  and  sums  lying  in 
bank  not  called  for,  to  be  only  four  millions,)  then 
the  value  or  amount  which  the  Bank  would  receive 
in  twenty  years,  as  interest  on  the  people's  taxes, 
lying  in  their  hands  and  loaned  out,  would  be 
(86,485,634— twenty-six  and  nearly  a  half  millions 
»f  dollars;  the  present  value  of  which,  without  ex- 
penses, would  be  $8,758,343— nearly  nine  millions 
of  dollars— which  could  be  given  by  any  company 
for  a  charter;  and  then  they  would  net  six  per  cent. 
90  their  money  so  given  as  a  bono*;  and  if  they  have 
any  capital  of  their  own  to  put  in,  the  advantages 
if  the  charter,  with  the  credit  of  the  Government, 
will  enable  them,  without  doubt,  to  make  expenses 
and  profits  oat  of  their  own  money.  I  now  tell 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Jbwifbr,]  that 
the  charter,  with  the  use  of  the  people's  taxes,  is 
north  nearly  nine  millions  of  dollars;  and  when- 
ever he  and  his  Whig  friends  do  go  to  hire  out  to 
Bapitaliste  the  labor  of  our  constituents,  that  they 
■ill  be  expected  to  charge  something  like  the  the 
rajneof  money  belonging  to  the  people,  and  we 
rill  hold  him  and  his  friends  accountable  to  the 
people  if  he  does  not 

I  have,  sir,  given  a  general  view  of  the  extrava- 
gant and  splendid  scheme  of  expenditures  and  taxa- 
tion proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
I  will  now  notice  the  single  one  of  fortifications,  and 
Mr  defenceless  state,  upon  which  he  dwelt  so  fol- 
ly. Whenever  Governments  desire  to  get  the  people 
to  aabmit  to  increased  taxation,  and  wish  to  silence 
all  opposition,  this  is  the  cry:  "war  is  coming,  and 
we  are  defenceless."  That  was  the  cry  in  1894 
and  1898,  when  these  odious  tariff  schemes  were 
pat  onjhe  country.  Some  only  wanted  to  protect 
amnnfaetories,  that  blankets  might  be  made  at 
kpme?  "to  keen  oar  soldiers  warm,"  and  "iron 


provided  for  the  manufacture  of  arms."  And,  sir, 
hundreds  of  millions  were  extorted  from  the  labor- 
ing people,  and  wasted,  squandered,  and  expended, 
gentlemen  say;  and  still  the  country  is  defence- 
less, and  more  taxes  are  wanted.  People  begin 
to  find  out  that  this,  too,  is  mere  humbug. 
There  will  be  no  war,  sir,  unless  Government 
finds  oat  that  it  can  make  more  out  of  their  peo- 
ple by  this  mode  of  taxing,  than  they  can  make  out 
of  any  other.  For  Governments,  in  modern 
times,  have  found  by  experience  that  it  is  easier 
and  safer,  and  more  profitable,  to  get  their  own 
people  to  bold  still  and  be  fleeced,  than  to  attempt 
to  make  the  same  amount  out  of  another  nation  by 
war.  The  plunderers,  therefore,  of  nations  of 
the  present  day,  thrive  better  in  peace  than  in 
war.  But,  sir,  suppose  I  am  mistaken,  and  we  are 
to  have  war.  This  scheme  of  fortifying  our  im- 
mense seacoast  and  frontier  is  an  absurdity.  AH 
of  the  work  and  wealth  of  the  nation  would  not 
construct  the  forts  which  gentlemen  would  keep  up, 
nor  will  it  repair  the  old  ones,  so  as  to  be  of  any 
use.  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  the  great  in- 
crease of  the  size  of  cannon  new  in  use,  will  enable 
a  single  vessel  to  knock  down  any  fort  we  have 
built,  or  could  build;  that  stone,  brick,  or  mortar, 
cannot  stand  against  them;  and  that  the  only  mode 
of  defence  against  such,  is  to  arm  vessels  with  guns 
of  equal  size,  and  meet  the  invaders  on  the  water, 
and  drive  them  off,  sink  them  to  the  bottom,  or 
sink  ourselves.  This  is  the  only  alternative,  as  it 
appears  to  me. 

Nations,  sir,  have  usually  selected  for  their  em- 
blems some  terrible  animal  of  either  the  four- 
footed  or  feathered  tribe— such  as  a  lion,  tiger,  eagle, 
or  hawk — an  animal  that  could  seize  and  tear  its 
foes  to  pieces.  But,  sir,  if  we  are  to  set  all  of  our 
people  to  digging  in  the  ground,  and  going  into 
fortifications,  we  should  take  the  eagle  from  our 
flag,  and  change  the  emslem.  There  is  an  ani- 
mal called  a  "gopher/'  of  the  terrapin  tribe,  with 
a  shovel  in  the  fore  part  of  his  shell,  with  which 
he  digs  deep  in  the  sandy  lands  of  the  South, 
and  hides  himself  from  his  enemies;  and  we 
should  select  him  as  a  fit  emblem  of  our  national 
character,  if  all  of  our  people  are  to  be  engaged  in 
digging  out  fortifications,  as  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York.  Does  the  gentleman  de- 
sire to  see  us  a  nation  of  gopher*?  I  am  sure 
our  people  would  cease  to  think  of  any  thing 
but  hiding  in  the  ground,  if  they  saw  the  whole 
money  and  energies  of  the  nation  employed  iu  dig- 
ging out  such  biding  places.  An  invading  enemy 
would  have  nothing  to  do  but  go  around  these 
forts;  and  the  people,  already  accustomed  to  look 
upon  fortifications  as  the  only  means  of  defence, 
would  quickly  surrender,  unless  they  could  get 
into  these  "gopher  holes,"  where  the  enemy,  after 
overrunning  and  subduing  the  country,  would 
then  dig  them  out  at  their  pleasure.  No,  sir;  make 
the  character  of  your  people  correspond  with  that 
of  the  proud  bird  which  you  have  selected  as  an 
emblem.  Let  them  be  ready  to  fly  at  and  pounce 
upon  an  enemy,  wherever  he  is  to  be  found; 
not  to  flee  from  him,  and  hide  in  your  "gopher 
dens." 

A  few  general  remarks,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I 
shall  close.  We  are  not  only  considering  this  bill 
to  raise  money  for  temporary  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  we  axe  considering  the  state  of  the  whole 
Union.  And,  sir,  bow  different  is  the  language  I 
now  hear,  from  what  was  said  during  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  previous  to  the  election  of  Gene- 
ral Harrison. 

Then,  gentlemen  told  the  people  that  the  Demo- 
crats bad  been  wasteful  and  extravagant. 

Now,  they  say  that  no  reduction  can  be  made  in 
expenditures. 

Then,  they  told  the  people  (that  we  were  for  re- 
ducing the  prices  of  labor. 

Now,  they  are  for  increasing  taxes  and  expendi- 
tures, which,  in  every  country  and  age,  has. a  direc 
tendency  te  reduce  the  wages  of  labor;  because  it  is 
out  of  these  wages  the  taxes  are  made  up. 

Then,  they  told  the  people  that  the  Whigs 
went  for  reducing  Executive  patronage.  But 
now,  they  go  for  every  measure  that  must  and 
will  increase  it.  For,  sir,  these  hundreds  of 
schemes  for  clearing  oat  rivers,  making  reads, 


light-houses,  harbors,  dry-docks,  fortifications, 
barracks,  <fcc.  <fcc.  &c.  multiply  the  number  of 
people  who  are  to  depend  oh  Government  for 
work  and;  employment,  in  the  shape  of  con- 
tractors, artists,  and  laborers;  multiply,  also, 
the  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  President 
and  under  bis  control,  and  that  of  his  friends:  all 
of  these  must  add  to  the  Executive  influence  felt  in 
elections— an  influence  which  the  gentlemen  bad 
the  benefit  of,  to  a  great  extent,  in  the  late  election; 
for  these  men  were  getting  hungry  and  alarmed  at 
the  reductions- in  expenses  making  by  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren— were  greedy  for  another  routine  of  taxation 
and  expenditure,  and  therefore  joined  in  the  cry, 
and  voted  against  bim.  The  present  proposed 
measures,  therefore,  have  a  direct  tendency  to  in- 
crease thisExecuitve  patronage  and  influence. 

It  will  not  do  for  gentlemen  to  say  that  General 
Harrison  only  intends  to  serve  one  term,  and,  there- 
fore, will  not  interfere  and  exercise  this  power. 

They  will  remember  that  they  charged  General 
Jackson  with  appointing  his  successor.  If  this  be 
true,  why  may  not  General  Harrison!  Is  he  better 
and  wiser  than  Jackson?  If  he  is,  will  every  man 
that  comes  after  him  be  wiser  and  better?  This 
will  not  do  for  argument  with  the  people,  who  will 
not  allow  great  ptiociples  to  depend  on  any  one 
man.  And  gentlemen  and  General  Harrison  mast 
follow  the  advice  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wiss,]  and  must  practis*  here,  after  they  get 
power,  THE  PRINCIPLES  which  they  prtcth* 
to  the  people  before  the  elections. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  f  Mr.  Babsuud] 
denies  the  trnth  of  that  part  of  the  President* 
message  which  states  "that  our  Government  has 
admirably  fulfilled  the  objects  of  its  creation. 
And,  sir,  I  have  given  an  examination  of  the 
measures  <  f  Government  proposed  by  that  gen- 
tleman, for  General  Harrison  and  his  party  to 
make  the  Government  answer  the  purposes  for  which 
"they  think  it  was  created."  It  is  found,  I  hum- 
bly conceive,  to  be  only  a  mode  of  bettering  the 
condition  of  the  great  and  already  overgrown  inte- 
rests of  officers,  bankers,  capitalists,  politicians, 
and  rich  men,  engaged  mostly  in  commerce,  navi- 
gation, and  manufactures,  and  owning  city  proper- 
ty, at  the  expense  of  agrieulture,  mechanism,  farm- 
ing, planting,  and  labor,  throughout  the  whole 
country  besides. 

I  will  tell  gentlemen  how  they  can  make  a  plain 
Republican  form  of  Government  suit  our  people 
much  better  than  any  change  they  will  be  able  to 
make.  Let  them,  instead  •£  employing  their  pow- 
erful talents  and  abilities  in  making  our  people  dis- 
satisfied, use  those  abilities  in  producing  the  only 
reform  in  our  power—  «a  reform  of  our  habits." 
Let  them  advise  their  people,  young  and  old,  rich 
and  poor,  against  relying  on  bank  credits  for  the 
•means  of  support,  instead  of  industry,  frugality, 
and  economy.  Let  them  admonish  people  who 
nave  property,  and  desire  to  keep  it,  to  out  down 
their  expenditures;  that  their  young  men  cannot 
longer  be  indulged  in  smoking,  drinking,  and  idle- 
ness at  taverns  and  hotels,  if  they  expect  to  keep 
their  property;  that  if  they  let  their  daughters  mar- 
ry such  idle  and  extravagant  young  fellows,  that 
they  will  live  with  them  only  so  long  as  they  tar- 
nish them  money  to  spend  in  idleness,  and  that,  so 
soon  as  the  duties  and  drudgery  of  taking  care  of 
a  family  come  on,  these  gay  idlers  have  not  energy 
enough  to  take  care  of  them;  that  they  generally 
leave  their  families  in  disgrace,  as  soon  as  the  pro- 
perty is  exhausted.  Tell  them,  therefore,  to  dis- 
countenance all  such  idlers,  and  keep  them  out  of 
their  houses,  and,  by  force  of  public  opinion,  com-' 
pel  them  to  work.  Tell  the  wealthy  and  Hereto- 
fore extravagant  families,  that  they  cannot  keep 
their  property,  and  go  on  with  their  extravagant  in- 
dulgences; that  the  three  Governments  of  England, 
France,  and  the  United  States,  are  all  borrowing 
money  to  get  along,  and  that  our  young  men  cannot 
indulge  in  boiling  their  hams  in  Champagne  wine 
at  the  Astor  House,  going  to  theatres,  ana  other 
such  extravagant  and  wasteful  practices*  Tell 
them  to  lend  their  countenance  to  the  prudent, 
industrious,  and  upright,  however  they  may  appear 
to  want  polish,  and  what  is  usually  called  refine- 
ment. Tell  them  that  such  make  the  best  husbands 
aad  family  connections.    ?urn  to  the  poor  au4 
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middling  classes,  anji  advise  the  youth  of  both 
sexes  againeti  buying  things  to  wear,  which  their 
fathers  cannot  afford  to  famish.  Tell  them,  that  it 
was  this,  and  their  neglect  of  business— throwing 
the  whole  labor  of  families  off  the  young,  strong, 
and  healthy,  upon  the  father,  mother,  and  smaller 
children— tell  them  it  was  this,  and  this  alone, 
which  has  embarrassed  them.  Tell  them,  also,  to 
encourage  industry  in  their  families  and  neighbors; 
to  torn  out  of  their  houses  the  scamp  who  wants  to 
figure  in  fine  clothes,  and  who  ha*  nothing  to  give, 
and  will  not  work  to  pay  the  merchant  for  them; 
and  tell  them,  also,  to  uphold,  with  their  counte- 
nance, the  honest  youth,  however  homely  his  ap- 
pearance, who  will  earn  his  living  by  the  sweat  of 
his  brow.  Impress  these. truths  and  principles 
upon  the  public  mind,  and  you  will  restore  prospe- 
rity among  individual  families,  and  upon  this  great 
family  of  Slates.  It  is  better  than  to  try  and  relievo 
some  by  plundering  others. 

If  General  Harrison  and  his  friends  shall  only 
pursue  this  course,  I  shall  most  gladly  render  him 
my  feeble  support.  If,  however,  be  follows  the 
pain  which  appears  to  have  been  marked  out  for 
him  by  his  friends  here—if  be  shall  encouiage  or 
countenance  these  schemes  of  taxation,  extrava- 
gance and  expenditure— I  shall  be  found  in  oppo- 
sition, wherever  I  may  make  such  opposition  use- 
ful to  a  confiding  but  deceived  and  plundered 
people. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  JOHNSON, 

OF  VIRGINIA, 

Jit  tfa  Jfruat  of  Reprmnlativts  Ftbrucry  19, 1841— 
A  bill  to  extend,  for  five  years,  the  act  approved 
the  7th  July,  1838,  "granting  half-pay  and  pen- 
sions to  certain  widows,"  being  under  considera- 
tion— 

Mr.  Hopkins  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment, viz: 

"Btitenacttd,  That  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  7th 
June.  1832,  entitled  'Att  act  supplementary  to  ihe  act  for  the 
relmvf certain  eurmlng  officer*  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion.' be,  and  the  tame  are  hereby  extended,  so  aa  to  embrace 
all  those  ofnciersand  soldiers,  spies  and  rangers,  who,  under 
one  or  more  engagements,  shall  have  served  for  a  term  of 
three  months  or  upwards,  in  the  wars  against  the  Indian  tribes, 
atjany  time  previous  to  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  in  the  year 
1796;  and  on  application  at  the  proper  department,  and  proof 
thereof;  they  shall  be  entitled  to  hare  their  names  placed  on  the 
pension  rofi." 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said:  I  thank  my  honorable  col- 
league for  having  brought  to  the  notice  of  this 
House  the  long  deferred  claims  of  a  remnant  of  our 
Beroluiionaxy  days  and  our  Revolutionary  strug- 
gles, the  rights  and  interests  of  whom  hare  be** 
overlooked  and  Paginated  eaeidat  the  numerous  acts 
of  justice  and  liberality  with  which  the  records  of 
the  legislation  of  the  country  abound,  and  which  do 
honor  to  the  heads  and  hearts  of  American  states- 
men. Although  millions  have  been  annually 
drawn  from  the  public  Treasury,  in  discharge  of 
that  debt  which  the  wealth  of  the  nation  can  never 
fuly  discharge,  no  murmurs  have  been  he  ard  from 
the  people;  but,  on  the  contrary,  these  acts  have 
all  been  responded  to  by  a  generous  community,  in 
notes  of  unequivocal  approbation,  from  the  cen- 
tre to  the  circumference  of  this  widely  extended 
.  country. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  regret  to  say,  that  in  the 
plenutude  of  our  liberality,  the  old  maxim,  "be 
just  before  you  are  generous,"  seems  to  have  been 
lost  sight  of.  We  have  left,  unprovided  for,  a  class 
of  soldiers  whose  services  were  equalled  by  few, 
and  surpassed  by  none,  whose  claims  have  been 
rejected  by  the  American  Congress;  while  their 
compatriots  in  arms  have  been  made  comfortable 
by  the  bounties  of  the  Government.  I  refer  to  that 
class  of  soldiers  who  continued  the  war  from  1783, 
when  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain  was 
ratified,  down  to  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  in 
1795. 

Twelve  long  years  did  they  continue  the  struggle 
against  fearful  odds,  after  the  mild  beams  of  re- 
turning peace  had  made  glad  the  heart  of  every 
freemen  in  the  Atlantic  country — ay,  sir,  when 
the  sound  of  rejoicing  was  heard  throughout 
the  land  from  Massachusetts  to  Georgia.  These 
cheering  notes  reached  not  the  year  of  the  Western 
man:  there  was  no  peace  to  your  traos-Alleghauy 
brethren;  for,  although,  the  civilized  enemy  had 
withdrawn  his  armies  from  the  field,  his  savage 


allies  lurked  in  the  woods.  Although  a  treaty  of 
peace  had  been  signed,  yet  he  held  on  to  his  western 
posts  and  virtually  to  the  western  country,  main- 
taining his  position  by  an  armed  force,  under  the 
vain  hope,  no  doubt,  that  our  glorious  experiment 
would  fail,  and  that,  by  keeping  up  the  war 
through  his  Indian  allies,  he  would  stand  ready  to 
avail  himself  of  the  first  advantage  to  recover  his 
lost  power,  by  adding  the  nothwestern  territories 
to  his  Canadian  dominions.  The  history  of  the 
war  proves,  that,  notwithstanding  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  our  independence  by  the  British,  they 
assembled  in  council  with  the  Indians  as  late  as  the 
year  1793,  when  they  admonished  ihe  savages 
that  a  new  line  must  be  drawn  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Canadas  by  the  sword.  And  with 
that  view,  fortresses  were  erected  on  ihe  Miami 
of  the  lake,  and  garrisoned  by  British  soldiers. 

The  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  1783  did  not 
change  the  condition  of  your  western  people.  The 
blessings  of  liberty,  for  the  benefit  of  which  you 
had  prosecuted  a  seven  years*  war,  had  been  but 
partially  secured,  and  were  not  participated  in  by 
the  western  men:  they  found  themselves  in  the 
deep  recesses  of  a  wilderness,  far  removed  from 
succor,  surrounded  by  innumerable  hordes  of  mer- 
ciless savage.*,  by  whom  the  war  was  continued 
with  all  imaginable  horrors.  The  pecuniary 
means  of  your  Government  had  been  exhausted; 
your  army  was  disbanded;  and  your  Western  people 
thrown  upon  their  own  limited  resources,  and  cut 
off  from  the  Atlantic  States  by  the  then  almost  im- 
passible mountains.  They  had  no  place  of  retreat, 
but  their  log  cabin,  which  they  had  sworn  to  de- 
fend, or  die  on  the  sill  of  its  door !  In  this  forlorn 
condition,  they  prosecuted  the  war  from  1783  to 
1795,  with  no  hope  of  aid;  no  friend  to  support;  no 
tongue  to  cheer;  no  pen  to  record;  no  eye  to  weep! 
Arm  to  arm,  steel  to  steel,  they  met  the  savage, 
and  struck  for  liberty !  Nor  was  the  conflict  con- 
fined always  to  the  hardier  sex:  tender  females  be- 
came more  than  soldiers,  and,  forgetting  the  deli- 
cacy of  their  textures,  fou?ht  bravely  by  the  sides 
of  their  husbands  and  brother*,  in  defence  of  their 
humble  domicile,  their  hearths,  and  cradled  infants. 
Their  little  fields,  whence  alone  their  rations  were 
drawn  and  their  families  fed,  were  cultivated  at 
intervals  snatched  from  the  busy  scenes  of  war; 
and  while  the  son  silently  held  the  handles  of  the 
plough,  the  father  was  sentinel  in  a  corner  of  the 
fenee,  and  poised  steadily  the  unerring  rifle. 

I  have  said  there  was  no  pen  to  record  the 
deeds  of  chivalry,  which  the  traditions  of  the  times 
have  dimly  and  imperfectly  handed  down.  Could 
the  facts  be  correctly  detailed,  a  vacuum  in  the 
history  of  this  country  would  be  supplied  with  rich 
matter;  and  scenes  of  disinterested  patriotism  de- 
veloped, adding  many  facts  in  the  history  of  our 
countrymen,  at  the  recital  of  which  the  heard  of 
freemen  would  beat  high  with  national  pride,  and 
veneration  for  the  character  of  the  chieftain.  But, 
unfortunately  for  our  country,  the  story  can  never 
be  all  teld:  it  must  remain  sealed  up  amongst  the 
hidden  treasures  of  the  past.  The  remaining 
actors  in  the  drama,  whence  alone  the  tradition 
might  htve  been  obtained,  stand  few  and  far  be- 
tween, like  the  oak,  once  wide  spread  and  noble  in 
the  forest,  but  now  in  the  old  field,  deprived  of  its 
vital  sap,  streaked  with  lightning,  decayed  in  its 
roots,  and  ready  to  yield  to  the  lightest  blast. 

Mr.  Chairman,  a  few  of  these  aged  ve- 
terans still  linger  in  the  district  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent;  a  district  extending 
from  the  Alleghany  mountains  to  near  the  Kentuc- 
ky line,  embracing  a  portion  of  the  country  water- 
ed by  the  Monongahela,  the  Great  and  Little  Ka- 
nawha, and  extending  along  the  banks  of  the  Ohio, 
more  than  one  hundred  miles.  This  portion  of 
country  formed  emphatically  the  line  of  demarca- 
tion between  the  white  and  the  red  man  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  was  the  arena  in  which 
gladiators  met.  Your  sentinel  upon  the  outer  wall 
was  placed  there,  and  ably  and  gallantly  were  your 
outposts  defended. 

It  is  mockery,  sir,  to  say  that  those  men  were 
not  engaged  in  the  struggle  for  independence. 
They  were  the  first  who  took  the  field,  and  the  last 
who  left  it.  The  first  battle  fought  in  that  contest 
was  op  the  10th  of  October,  1774,  at  Point  Plea- 


sant, in  my  district,  and  it  was  clearly  connected 
with  our  Revolutionary  movements.  In*  fact,  it 
may  properly  be  styled  the  first  battle  of  that  mo- 
mentous stroggle.  The  contest  was  continued, with 
short  intervals,  down  to  1795;  and  murders  woe 
perpetrated  in  the  same  district,  according  to  my 
recollection,  as  late  as  1793.  And  yet,  it  has  bee* 
gravely  said  that  "they  were  not  engaged  in  your 
struggle  for  independence;  that  it  was  a  private  war 
between  the  the  white  man  and  the  Indian !"  Let 
us  see  what  the  historian  of  that  day  amid  on  this 
subject. 

After  speaking  of  the  defeat  of  8l  Clair,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  say: 

"The  Indian  war  now  assumed  «  more  serious 
aspect  than  it  had  hitherto  worn.  There  was  rea- 
son to  fear  that  the  hostile  tribes  would  derive  a 
great  accession  of  strength  from  the  impression 
which  their  success  and  the  spoil  they  bat  ac- 
quired would  make  upon  their  neighbors;  and 
the  reputation  of  the  Government  was  deeply 
concerned  in  retrieving  the  fortune  of  its  arms, 
and  affording  protection  to  its  citizens.  The  Pre- 
sident, therefore,  lost  no  time  in  causing  the 
estimates  for  a  force,  which  he  deemed  compe- 
tent to  the  object,  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before 
Congress  In  conformity  with  a  report  made  on 
this  subject  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  bill  was 
brought  into  the  House  of  Representatives,  direct- 
ing three  additional  regiments  of  infantry  and  a 
squadron  of  cavalry  to  be  raised,  to  serve  for  three 
years,  if  not  sooner  discharged.  This  h31  expe- 
rienced great  opposition.  It  was  argued,  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  that  the  justice  of  the  war  could  not 
be  questioned  by  any  who  would  allow  that  seu^ 
preservation  and  indispensable  necessity  could 
furnish  sufficient  motives  for  taking  up  anas.  It 
was  originally  undertaken,  and  had  been  since  car- 
ried on,  not  for  conquest,  but  to  defend  their  fellow- 
citizens  on  the  frontiers,  who,  if  not  assisted,  mutt 
fall  victims  to  the  rage  and  barbarity  ot  their  savage 
enemies.  It  was  said  to  be  proved  by  unquestion- 
able documents,  that,  from  the  year  1783  w  1790, 
there  had  been  not  less  than  fiftem  AameTwJ  per- 
sons, either  the  inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  or  emi- 
grants on  their  way  to  that  country,  who  had  beau 
massacred  by  the  savages,  or  dragged  into  capti- 
vity; and  there  was  reason  to  believe  that,  on  the 
frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  the  mur- 
dered and  the  prisoners  would  furnish  a  M  net 
much  less  numerous.  In  1790,  when  a  treaty  was 
proposed  at  the  Miami  villages,  the  Indians  at  first 
refused  to  treat;  they  next  required  thirty  days  to 
deliberate;  this  request  was  seceded  u>,  and,  in  the 
interim,  the  inhabitants  were  expressly  v«mMtea 
by  the  President  to  carry  on  any  offensive  opera- 
tions against  them.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this  for- 
bearance on  the  part  of  the  whites,  not  less  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  persons  were  killed  and  cap- 
tured by  the  savages,  and  several  prisoners  were 
roasted  alive  during  that  short  period,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  the  Indians  refused  to  give  any  answer 
lo  the  proposition  which  had  been  made  to  sheaj. 
The  bill  was  carried  for  the  augmentation  of 
force  required  by  the  Executive."— pp.  Ms",  341, 
343. 

Will  any  one  question  the  national  character  of 
this  war,  after  reading  the  above  extracts!  The 
entire  debate  proves  that  Congress  considered  it  a 
continuation  of  the  same  stroggle  for  independence, 
as  in  truth  it  was.  The  western  posts  were  sdl 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  notwithstanding  the 
treaty  stipulations  which  required  their  surrender, 
the  soil  of  your  country  was  degraded  by  the  oc- 
cupancy or  foreigners,  and  the  national  honor  was 
tarnished  by  the  non-compliance  of  Great  Britain 
with  her  solemn  treaty.  It  was  national  in  every 
respect,  and  in  every  sense  of  the  word;  and  g*eat 
and  lasting  benefits  resulted  from  its  favorable  ter- 
mination. The  honor  of  the  nation  was  vindicated, 
and  a  source  of  revenue,  incalculable  in  its  extent, 
was  secured  in  the  acquisition  of  the  public  do- 
main. It  is  from  this  source  that  you  have  drawn 
many  millions  of  the  money  with  which  yon  bee* 
enriched  your  Treasury.  Ay,  sir,  these  miffions 
of  dollars  which  flow  annually  into  that  Tremens* 
are  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  fwbkeJafaav 
which  wen)  wrested  from  the  common  cnuuny,hr 
the  blood  and  valor,  and  reclaimed  by  the  tod  ani 
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industry,  of  tht  very  Indian  fighters  whose  cause  I 
now  endeavor  to  plead. 

The  same  Western  men  w^o  had  continued  the 
contest  throughout  the  Revolution,  and  down  to  the 
treaty  of  Greenville  in  1795— a  period  of  twenty 
years — were  the  first  to  unlock  the  gates  and  open 
the  avenues  to  the  "far  West,"  by  which  a  safe 
and  permanent  entry  was  made  into  the  North- 
western territory.  They  were,  emphatically,  the 
▼an  guard  to  the  emigrating  multitude,  who,  in 
search  of  a  home  and  a  competency,  flocked 
to  the  Western  country,  at  the  approach  of 
whom,  the  a/frightened  natives,  pressed  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  retreated  with  hasty  steps 
to  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi;  thereby  affording 
partial  security  to  the  bold  and  enterprising  ad- 
venturers. 

'  What,  I  would  ask,  was  the  situation  of  the 
"West  in  1795?  A  deep  and  almost  interminable 
wilderness — "where  the  boughs  of  the  lofty  buckeye 
waving  in  the  wind  served  but  to  swell  the  melan- 
choly notes  of  solitary  nature*,11  where  a  monoto- 
nous silence  ever  reigned,  save  when  disturbed  by 
the  howl  of  beasts  of  prey,  or  the  more  hideous 
yell  of  savage  man ! 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  never  was  transformation 
from  the  long  silence  of  the  forest,  to  the  active, 
cheering,  busy  scenes  of  civilized  life,  so  sudden, 
rapid,  and  so  radical.  Millions  of  freemen  in  the 
fall  enjoyment  of  all  the  comforts,  and,  I  may.  add, 
all  the  luxuries  of  life,  are  now  spread  over  that 
extensive  and  diversified  country;  and  if  we  may 
be  permitted  to  glance  at  futurity,  and  measure 
the  probable  increase  of  population  by  the  ratio  of 
the  past,  the  time  is  near  when  a  majority  of  the 


inhabitants  of  the-  United  Stales  will  be  found  in 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

Will  Congress  continue  to  disregard  the  claims 
of  this  meritorious  class,  after  having  provided  for 
every  ether  description  of  soldier?  Will  you  do 
this,  too,  at  a  time  like  the  present,  when  we  are  at 
peace  with  all  the  world;  the  national  debt  paid  off; 
the  country  in  the  full  tide  of  a  prosperity  unex- 
ampled in  any  nation,  with  a  population  exceeding 
seventeen  millions,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the 
blessings  and  immunities  which  Providence,  in  the 
plenitude  of  its  goodness,  has  capacitated  man  to 
enjoy?  I  will  not  believe  if!  I  think  I  know  too 
well  the  liberal  and  honorable  feelings  of  gentlemen 
of  both  parties.  It  is  a  subject  elevated  far  above 
the  party  feuds  which  too  often  enter  this  hall,  and 
prevent  action  upon  important  measures.  I  am  sure 
the  hydra-monster  f  tarty  will  not  be  permitted  to 
interfere  in  this  sacred  question.  Will  the  North- 
ern man  hesitate  to  place  these  claimants  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  the  thousands  of  pensioners  in 
his  own  section,  where  three-fifths  of  the  pension 
fund  is  expended?  Surely  his  sense  of  justice  will 
forbid  it !  Shall  we  appeal  in  vain  to  the  gene- 
rous South  on  this  occasion?  No,  sir;  she  has 
ever  been  feelingly  alive  to  the  claims  of  the  war- 
worn soldier,  and  her  liberality,  which  is  prover- 
bial, will  not  be  withheld  on  this — perhaps  the  last — 
appeal  in  behalf  of  some  of  the  few  who  remain 
unprovided  for.  To  Western  gentlemen  I  have 
nothing  to  say;  the  scenes  which  I  have  feebly  at- 
tempted to  describe  are  all  familiar  to  them.  Ths 
first  impressions  made  upon  their  juvenile  minds, 
were  derived  from  the  the  traditionary  history  de- 
tailed by  their  fathers;  in  which  the  thrilling  inci- 


dents of  Indian  warfare  were  feelingly  and  elo- 
quently detailed.  And  although  no  costly  edifice 
or  marble  monument  points  to  the  place  or  com* 
memorates  the  battle  field  of  these  heroes,  yet  their 
memory  will  be  cherished  in  the  bosom  of  every 
Western  man,  long  after  the  most  stately  temples 
shall  have  been  mouldered  away  by  the  ravaging 
hand  of  time. 

I  will  only  add,  in  conclusion,  that,  if  au^ht  be 
done  to  smeoth  the  short  but  rugged  path  which 
intervenes  between  the  aged  man  and  the  grave,  it  0 
must  be  done  quickly.  The  fell  destroyer,  death, 
is  rapidly  removing  him  from  earth,  and  hurrying 
him  to  "that  bourne  from  whence  no  traveller  re- 
turns !» 

On  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  it  will  be  seen  that  more  than  two  thousand 
pensioners  have  died  during  the  last  year.  The 
number  pensioned  under  the  act  of  1818,  has  de- 
creased from  about  twenty  thousand  to  less  than 
eight  thousand.  Of  these  pensioned  uader  the  act 
of  June  7, 1832,  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and 
nine  have  died.  Out  of  eleven  hftndred  and  eighty- 
six  pensioned  under  the  act  of  1838,  only  six  hun- 
dred and  five  remain. 

A  few  short  years,  and  the  last  relics  of  Revolu 
lionary   times  will  have  been  gathered  to  their 
fathers,  the  most  of  them  having  spent  their  latter 
days  in  penury  and  want,  and  dropped  into  the 
grave  "unwept,  unhonored,  and  unsung  \n 

Will  an  American  Congress  permit  these  things 
to  transpire?  If  so,  oar  lips  should  be  hermetically 
sealed  when  tbe  charge  shall  be  repeated,  which  has 
been  so  often  gratuitously  made  by  the  enemies  of 
free  Government— that  "Republics  are  ungrateful !» 
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